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PREFACE.

BOOK without a preface would, in the estima-
tion of many, be incomplete, and yet I think
that the average reader would feel better if he
were at once to plunge into the meat and mar-

'ow, without waiting for the apologies that au-

rs and compilers have to offer. I make no claim
to originality in this compilation. The history of the Rite
and its degrees is compiled from various sources, Mackey,
Chase, McClenachan, and other Masonic authors. The his-
tory of the Cryptic Grand Councils in the United States is
from the pen of my esteemed friend Brother and Companion,
Josiah H. Drummond, of Maine, while the Canadian branch
of the history I have gathered from documents in my posses-
sion as Grand Recorder, and from official sources of informa-
tion, that make it the first written and authentic history of
the Rite in Canada. My original intention was to confine the
work to the Rite in my own country, but at the suggestion
of Companions I have enlarged its scope so as to give, in
one volume, what I believe has never been given before, a
complete history of the degrees of Royal, Select and Super-
Excellent Master, from their origin to the present time. I
trust that this compilation may be received with favor by
my Companions of the Secret Vault, and that the work of
a few leisure hours may add to the interest that is so uni-
versally taken in the ceremonies and history of the Cryptic

Rite.
THE AUTHOR.
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CRYPTIC MASONRY.

CHAPTER L

TaE RITE AND ITS TITLE—THE ORIGIN OF THE TERM CrYPTIC—THE
INCEPTION OF THE SYSTEM—WHERE THE DEGREES CAME FROM,
AND THEIR HISTORY,

U [GRHE term “Cryptic Masonry” is one so little known
>IN cutside the pale of our Councils that, before
giving a sketch of the History of the Rite in
Canada, it may prove of interest not only to the
members of the Rite, but also to the Masonic reader and
those into whose hand the present writing may fall, to refer
to the origin of the degrees and why the term Cryptie is
used to denote that part of the Masonic system which is so
closely allied to and follows in natural sequence the degree
of the Holy Royal Arch. The degrees now conferred in
Councils of Royal and Select Masters were claimed and con-
ferred by the Supreme Councils of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite, although these degrees existed before even
Supreme Councils. Comp. Robert Morris, of Kentucky, was
the first to use the title “ Cryptic” in designating the Coun-
cil degrees. The word is derived from the Latin crypticus,
meaning subterranean, or concealed, and that from the Greek
krupte, which signifies a vault, or subterranean passage.
The primitive Christians, we are told in history, exemplitied
the ceremonials of their secret worship in their earth-covered
cells or caves, known as crypte; in like manner the vaults
beneath the great cathedrals and churches of the world are
known as crypts. The degrees of the Council of Royal and
Select Masters may be called “ Cryptic Masonry,” or “ Ma-
sonry of the Secret Vault.” The degrees comprise those of
Royal, Select and Super-excellent Master.

There are very few Masonic writers who do not in some
way, at greater or shorter length, endeavour to give the
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"~ history and origin of a Rite, which—introduced on this
" Continent during the latter part of the eighteenth or begin-
ning of the present century—no doubt was germed into
existence by the Masonic enthusiasts of Continental Europe,
who were as warmly attached to “side” or “complimentary”
degrees as many of their modern brethren are on the Ameri-
can Continent. To the Companions in Capitular Masonry,
the Cryptic Rite is peculiarly attractive; and the rapid pro-
gress it has made, and the interest shown in its interesting
and beautiful ceremonials, is satisfactory evidence that it is
a Rite which will always be recognized as one of the per-
manent organizations of the great system of Masonry.
Dr. Mackey says that the degrees were beyond doubt
honorary or side degrees, belonging to and conferred by
Inspectors-General of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite. Whatever claim they had to these degrees was
abandoned by the resolution of the Supreme Council of
the Scottish Rite, passed at a meeting held in Baltimore in
1870. By that action all authority over the Cryptic degrees
was given up. The degrees were originally independent of
one another, and were no doubt the side degrees of the Rite
of Perfection, which in 1761 was brought to this side of the
Atlantic by Stephen Morin. The Rite of Perfection was,
in the opinion of some, founded in 1753, while others assert.
that it dates from 1758, when a number of Masons at
Paris, France, styling themselves “The Sovereign Princes
and Graud Officers of the Grand and Sovereign Lodge of
St. John of Jerusalem,” formed a new body known as
“The Council of Emperors of the East and West.” This
Council, C. T. McClenachan, the well-known Secottish Rite
historian, says, has been ordinarily known as the Rite of
Perfection ; that consisted of twenty-five degrees, and in
1759 it established a Council of Princes of the Royal
Secret at Bordeaux.

The following extract from the proceedings of the Supreme
Council of the A. and A. Rite, for the Southern jurisdiction,
on the 4th December, 1802, shows that the Cryptic Degrees,
or “the select Masons of twenty-seven,” were included in
the Degrees claimed by the A. and A. Rite:—

¢“On the 21st of January, 1802, a warrant of Constitution passed
the seal of the Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem, for the estab-
lishment of a Mark Master Masons’ Lodge, in the City of Charleston,
South Carolina. Besides those degrees which are in regular succes-
sion, most of the Inspectors are in possession of a number of detached
degrees, given in different parts of the world ; and which they gener-
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ally communicate, free of expense, to those brethren who are high
enough to understand them, such as ¢ Select Masons of Twenty-Seven,’
and the Royal Arch as given under the Constitution of Dublin, six
degrees of Magunnerie d’Adoption, Compagnon Ecossais, le Maitre
Ecossais, and le Grand Maitre Ecossais, etc., etc., making in the aggre-
gate fifty-three degrees.”

Charles T. McClenachan, in his History of the Scottish
Rite, says :—

¢“The Royal and Select Masters’ Dagrees were side or detached
degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. In the Southern
States of the Union, the Supreme Council initiated, chartered, and
fostered Councils of Royal and Select Masters ; and as rapidly as they
were self-sustaining they became independent. In this wise the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite has gradually thrown aside the
detached degrees, and rarely confers any, except the grades designated
in the regular series. The Rite is in amity with Symbolic Grand
Lodges, Grand Chapters, Councils of Royal and Select Masters, and
Grand Commanderies,—recognizing no other bodies claiming to be
Masonic.”

In 1761 the various Councils, Chapters and Lodges and
Consistories of the Rite tlourished all over the European
Continent; and on the 27th August, 1761, Stephen Morin
was empowered, as Inspector-General for the New World,
by the Grand Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret,
convened at Paris under the presidency of Chaillon de Join-
ville, Substitute-General of the Order, to introduce or con-
fer the degrees in America. Morin sailed for the West
Indies, it is supposed, about the year 1762. In 1769 he
was in Kingston, Jamaica. In two old rituals of the
Twenty-fourth Degree (Kadosh), in possession of Albert
Pike, there is a record stating that he was present at a Con-
sistory of Princes of the Royal Secret, held in Kingston, in
January of 1769. Pike, in his Historical Inquiry into the
Constitutions of 1786, says: “ We are not in possession of
all the successive deputizations, or their dates, by which
the powers of Stephen Morin were transferred and Deputy-
Inspectors created. But there is a record (at Charleston) of
the filiation of his powers. We learn from it that ‘ Stephen
Morin, Inspector-General of all the Lodges, Chapters, Coun-
cils, and Grand Councils, etc,, ete, ete.,, in all parts of the
New World, gave the degree of Grand Deputy Inspector-
General, etc., etc,, etc., to the Brother Francken at Jamaica ;
at what date we do not find.”

There seems to be no doubt that Francken imparted these
degrees to Moses Michael Hayes, of Boston, Massachusetts
as “a Deputy Inspector-General for North America;” and
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these appointments respectively of Francken and Hayes
gave them authority to appoint others. Whether the action
of Morin took place in the United States or not, cannot be
ascertained. Some writers assert that he was never in.that
country. It is not at all unlikely; indeed I think it very
robable that having crossed the Atlantic and visited the
est Indies he would raturally, in his meanderings, find
his way to the United States. Be that as it may, Francken,
‘by virtue of the authority in him vested, in like manner
endowed one Moses Cohen with the same powers. Hayes
appointed Isaac Da Costa Deputy Inspector-General for
South Carolina. On the death of Da Costa, Joseph Myers
succeeded him. Francken, having Morin’s authority, opened,
on 20th December, 1767, a Lodge of Perfection at Albany,
N.Y. On the 25th October, 1762, the Grand Masonic Con-
stitutions were revised and ratified in Berlin, Prussia, and
proclaimed throughout the world for the government of all
Lodges, Councils, Chapters, Colleges and Consistories of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in Europe and America;
and official copies were transmitted to Stephen Morin, who
acknowledged and accepted them. The A. and A. Scot-
tish Rite had no actual existence by that name till 1301;
before that it was the Rite of Perfection, etc. The
Supreme Council, founded at Charleston in 1801, was the
first Body of the Rite, by that name, that ever existed. This
divergence from the history of the Cryptic Rite proper, and
the references to the A. and A. Rite, are necessary as show-
ing the genuineness of the Royal and Select Degrees, and
the claims they have as being bona fide “side” degrees of
the Rite of Perfection. Cohen, who was of a roving dispo-
sition, journeyed to Jamaica, where he remained for some
time, and established a Consistory, one of its members being
Abram Jacobs, who was already possessed of a portion of
the degrees, having received them in a Lodge of Perfec-
tion at Charleston, S. C. Obe of these degrees was known
as the “ Select Masons of Twenty-Seven,” and of his having
received this degree Cohen gave proof in a diploma or cer-
tificate dated 9th November, 1790, which stated that he had
conferred the above degrees on Jacobs. Bro. Drummond
asserts that this is the first document known which contains
a reference to the degrees.

Jacobs was in Savannah, Georgia, in 1792. He came from
Jamaica, in the West Indies, and while there had taken a very
active part in Masonic matters, especially relating to the Rite
of Perfection. He was applied to by Masons to establish a
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Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection, and he conferred degrees
on all who wanted and could pay for them. The first applicant
was Bro. G Zimmerman, who, by letter, on 27th May, 1792,
applied to Jacobs requesting him to come to Augusta
and confer the degrees. Jacobs left Augusta in 1792, and
did not return till 1800. He was at Savannah on 17th
April, 1796, and his diary shows that he conferred the de-
gree of “ Select Masons of Twenty-Seven,” on a brother,
James Clarck ; also on December 12th, the same degree on
“ Brothers Ca,rter Easley, Smith, Cox, Griffin, and Ha.y,” at
the town of Wa,shmoton in Georo'la. In November of 1802
Ewmanuel de la Motta from Charleston a friend of Jacobs,
arrived at Savannah, and he conferred on him the degree of
¢ Select Masons of Twenty Seven.”

As will be noticed further on, a committee of the Royal
Arch Chapter of South Carolina claimed that these _degrees
were coanferred in the Grand Lodge of Perfection in 1783,
in Charleston, S. C, and a certificate signed by one M. C.
Levy in 1827 is authentic evidence of the truth of the
statement. Moses Clava Levy was of Hebrew extraction, a
native of the kingdom of Poland, born in Cracow. He was
a man of honesty, integrity and industry, and was much re- -
spected. He is buried in the old Jewish burial place in
Charleston, and the tomb bears this epitaph in classical
Hebrew :—“ Sacred to the memory of Moses Clava Levy,
who died on the 5th of Nissan, 5599, nearly 90 years old,
a native of Poland, and for 54 years an inhabitant of this
city. He was a kind husband, a fond parent, a firm friend,
an indulgent master, incorruptible in integrity, sincere in
piety, unostentatious in charity. This stone is placed by
his only son and child.” Levy was a member of the Su-
preme Council of the Thirty-Third Degree for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States, organised in 1801—May
31st—at Charleston, South Carolina. We find that Abram
Jacobs came back to the United States and re-settled in the

. State of Georgia, and there is proof that he conferred the
Select degree in the year 1796, and also that several in New
York received it in 1808. Hayes, of Massachusetts, however,
had not been idle, and had made good use of the powers
granted him, by making Joseph M. Myers an Inspector-
General for Maryland, and he organized in 1788 a Council
of the Princes of Jerusalem at Charleston, S. C. A manu-
seript copy of the ritual of the Select Degree was deposited
by him in the archives of that Council. This MS. is beyond
doubt authentic, and it is not unlikely that he was in
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possession of the work of the other degrees, as records show
that about that period a number of Masons, residents of
Charleston, received them. The Supreme Council of the
Ancient and Accepted Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, whose
work is the, same as that followed by the A. and A. S. Rite,
at the present time, in Canada, did not in 1802 include all
the degrees we claim as belonging to the Cryptic Rite. A
circular containing their list stated that in addition to the
regular degrees, there were side degrees known among them
as the “Select Masons of Twenty Seven.” It is claimed
that in 1803 a copy of this ritual was made by J. Billeaud,
and that it is a verbatim copy of the Myers ritual which, in
1788, was deposited by Myers in the archives of the Council
at Charleston. An interesting work, “ The History of Ma-
sonry in Maryland,” written by Bro. Edward T. Schultz, re-
fers to the Rite and its early history. These documents show
that Henry Wilmans, a Pole, who resided in Baltimore about
1790, organized a Lodge of Perfection. Of this Lodge Philip
P. Eckel was a member. Wilmans died 1795, but had pre-
viously conferred the Select Degree, and perhaps others, on
Eckel and Hezekiah Niles. _

Jacobs came to New York early in 1804, and conferred the
degrees on many, amongst them Thomas Lownds. In 1808
the dispute between Gourgas and Joseph Cerneau commenced.
Lownds sided with the latter, and went over to him, captur-
ing, so Gourgas says, the Royal and Select Degrees. The
credit of organizing the first Body of the Cryptic Rite must
be given to Lownds. He formed, with others, of course, on
September 2nd, 1810, the “Columbian Grand Council of
Royal Master Masons.” This body, on December 8th, 1821,
received within its fold a Council of Select Masters. On
January 25th, 1823, “ Columbian Grand Council ” constituted
themselves a Grand Council for the State, and issued warrants
as late as 1827. In 1854 another Grand Council was formed
in New York State, its members being principally adherents
of what was known as the “St. John Grand Lodge.” This
Grand Council issued warrants to subordinate Councils, and
in 1860 united with ¢ The Columbian.” The records of both
these bodies are in existence, and have been re-published.

Jeremy L. Cross, who was initiated into the Select Degree
by Philip P. Eckel, visited Baltimore, made a tour of the
Southern and Western States, lectured in all the grades of
Masonry, and conferred the degree, no doubt doing a profit-
able trade, as many of our brethren do at the present time
with their so-called high grades, which aim at the dismem-
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berment of those legitimate degrees which Masonry recog-
nizes all the world over as alone bearing the impress of
validity. Cross, not to be out-done in the warrant-granting
line, conferred the degree on a number of Royal Arch Com-
panions in Windsor, Vt., issued a warrant for them to open
a Council, and then wrote to his mentor, Eckel, for his
authority so to do. Eckel and his friend Hezekiah Niles
evidently counselled with one another, for in the papers
belonging to Cross, found after his death, was an authoriz-
ation, dated 27th May, 1817, purporting to be signed by
Eckel and Niles, giving power to confer the Select Degree
and grant warrants for Councils. In New Hampshire in
1815, and in Boston, Mass., in 1817, there were Councils of
Royal Masters formed, without warrants however, and evi-
dently voluntary bodies. The members of these bodies
received the Select Degree from Cross and amalgamated
the two degrees; but it was years later that many of Cross’
Select Councils adopted the Royal Degree as part of their
system. Grand Councils were formed at various dates in
the several States, and ultimately a National Convention of
Royal and Select Masters was held in Buffalo, in 1877, at
which M. Ill. Companions Daniel Spry and J. Ross Robert-
son were present on behalf of Canada, delegates from the
Grand Council of that jurisdiction. M. Ill. Companion
Josiah H. Drummond, of Maine, presided over the deliber-
ations of the Convention. The state of the Rite was dis-
cussed, but no definite action was taken. In 1880 another
convention of a similar character—representing nineteen
Grand Councils—met in Detroit, Mich., and organized “ The
General Grand Council of the United States.”



CHAPTER IIL

THE OPINION OF DIFFERENT CRrYPTIC WRITERS AS TO THE ORIGIN
AND STATUS OF THE DEGREES—CROSS’ CrLaiMs DiSCUSSED AND
CRITICISED.

& RO. Schultz, in his History of Freemasonry in
y( Maryland, says that:

¢ Much obscurity has existed regarding the origin of
the Degrees of Royal and Select Masters, and also as to
the date when, and by whom, they were introduced into this country.
It would appear that the Royal Master’s Degree was first known and
worked in the Eastern States, while the Select Degree was first known,
and at a much earlier period, in the Southern and Middle States,
Nearly all the early Masonic writers of the country concede that
Philip P. Eckel and Hezekiah Niles of Baltimore had, at an early
period, the control of, at least, the Select Degree, and that from them
emanated the authority under which it was introduced into many of
the other jurisdictions of the country.”

In an article in Cole’s Ahiman Rezon (1817), written by
Brother Hezekiah Niles on the Select Degree, occurs the
following :

‘ Though this beautiful Degree is known to some persons in many
parts of the United States, we are not informed that it is worked in
anywhere but Baltimore. We have been told that a regular Chapter
of the Select Degree was held at Charleston, S.C., many years ago, but
believe it has declined.”

Bro. John Dove, of Virginia, speaking of the Select Degree,
says:

¢ This beautiful Degree is comparatively of modern origin, having
been with the Degree of Royal Master in the possession of a dis-
tinguished Chief in the State of Maryland as a purely honorary Degree,
elucidatory of and appendant to Royal Arch Masonry, and by him
conferred without fee ; he delegated authority to others to use them
in the same way, until the year 1824, when the Grand Chapter of
Maryland, with his conseunt, took charge of the degrees and ordered
them to be given before the Most Excellent Master, where all intelli-
gent workers in the Royal Arch must at once perceive the propriety
of their location.”

Bro. Mackey, in his History of Freemasonry in South
Carolina, under the head of Cryptic Masonry, says:
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‘“ For many years there have been three distinct claims urged for
jurisdiction over these degrees in America—first by the Supreme
Council of the 33rd Degree ; next by some of the Grand Chapters ;
and lastly by the Grand Councils composed of the Subordinate Coun-
cils of each State.

‘“Connected with this question of jurisdiction is another in refer-
ence to the historical origin of the Degrees, and as to the person or
persons by whom they were first introduced into America. The Masons
of Maryland and Virginia contend that the Royal and Select De-
grees were introduced by Philip P. Eckel, of Baltimore, one of the
most distinguished and enlightened Masons of his day, who, in 1817,
communicated them to Jeremy L. Cross, and gave him authority to
confer them in every Royal Arch Chapter which he might visit in his
official character.”

The following extracts are quoted from the history of
Brother Robert B. Folger, of New York :

““The Masons of that day (1816G) were divided in opinion concerning
the proper place to which these degrees (Royal and Select) belonged.
One party preferred that they should be kept separate and left where
they were—a separate system. At the meeting of the General Grand
Chapter in 1816, the whole matter then came up for discussion, Mr.
Eckel, of Maryland, taking a very prominent part in advocating the
union of these two degrees with the services of the Royal Arch Chap-
ter. The discussion became warm and lasted the better part of two
days, when the motion to unite them with the Chapter Degrees was
rejected. Whereupon, immediately after the adjournment, the State
Grand Council of Royal Masters was formed, and the different Coun-
cils then came under that governing power, and continued so up to
1828. It was this move on the part of the General Grand Chapter, in
refusing a recoguition of those degrees, that determined Mr. Cross in
his future course.

‘“ Mr. Eckel, the Baltimore delegate, then went home ; and when
Cross, who at that Session of the General Grand Chapter had been ap-
pointed and confirmed as General Grand Lecturer, started on his
lecturing tour, he stopped at Baltimore and purchased and received
the privilege from Eckel and Niles to erect and establish Councils of
Royal and Select Masters throughout the Southern and Western
States. This privilege he carried out pretty effectually, beginning with
New Jersey ; and all the Councils in existence in those States men-
tioned in his narrative were established by himself, also the Eastern
States, except Rhode Island.”

Bro. Schultz, speaking of Maryland, says :

“ From 1824 to 1852, the Select alone was worked in the Chapter.
After 1852, both degrees were worked in Councils specially convened
for the purpose, after the Most Excellent and just before the confer-
ring of the Royal Arch degree. At one period, however, they were,
as stated by Brother Dove, conferred before the Most Excellent. Such
was the practice and teachings regarding the Council degrees in this
jurisdiction, until the year 1872, when, for the purpose of being * in
unison’ with the majority of the States who had regular Grand Coun-
cil organizations, the Grand Chapter of Maryland, in 1872, passed the
following resolution :
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¢ ¢ Resolved, That all the Subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction
are prohibited from conferring any other degrees than those of Mark
Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch.’

¢ Although the Council degrees were not, properly speaking, con-
ferred by the Chapters, but in Councils separate from the Chapters,
yet the resolution of the Grand Chapter was regarded as prohibitory
of such a course, and the degrees ceased to be given by the Chapters.
Councils were subsequently formed, and on May 12th, 1874, the re-
presentatives from five Councils organized in the City of Baltimore, the
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of the State of Maryland.”

Brother Schultz, after quoting the extracts given says that:

‘¢ The general belief seemed to be that the control of the Royal and
Select Degrees was vested in Eckel and Niles,”

but he adds :

¢ We think Brothers Dove, Mackey, Folger, and others, make a
great mistake in coupling the Royal Master’s degree with the Select,
in connection with the names of Eckel and Niles ; for there is no evi-
dence whatever to show that these brethren ever exercised or claimed
control of the Royal Master’s Degree, or that they were even in pos-
session of that degree, at the periods named by them.”

The Warrants issued prior to 1819, by Cross, authorized
the Companions “ to form themselves into a regular Council
of Select Masters,” but after the date named, “the High
Powers in him vested by the Grand Council at Baltimore,”
were enlaiged to include the Royal Master’s Degree.

Brother Schultz holds that in view of the action taken
by the brethren of Baltimore, there is every reason to believe
that the “enlarged powers” under which Cross claimed to
act, were not granted or authorized by Eckel and Niles.

Cross, it is claimed, was expelled from the Grand Chapter
of Maryland for, as the circular states, forming Councils in-
dependent of the Chapter, and abusing the authority dele-
gated, or meant to be delegated to him. Brother Schultz
asserts, however, that there is nothing in the records which
shows that Cross was struck from the rolls. Cross established
a large number of Councils in the United States and gave
similar powers to others, who also issued warrants for Coun-
cils. The modest sum of one hundred dollars each was
asked from some of those who applied for warrants, others
received them for sums varying from twenty to forty dollars.

Brother William R. Singleton, of Washington, has a
photographe fac-simile of the original dispensation or com-
mission purporting to be granted to Cross by Eckel and
Niles, in which the Select Degree alone is mentioned. (A
copy of this document is given in a subsequent chapter.)

Companion Josiah H. Drummond, of Maine, says that
Bro. Folger’s statement above quoted :
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“ Is exceedingly erroneous and utterly unreliable. In 1816 these
degrees were known to but very few, and their proper place had not
been discussed. At that date the degrees were not, and never had
been, conferred as a system. They were first united by Jeremy L.
Cross, in 1818. The proceedings of the General Grand Chapter for
1816 show that the subject was not before it at all. There was no two
days’ discussion, for the body was in session only two days and a short
time in the morning of the third, and the record shows the continuous
transaction of business, except that the last half of the second day was
chiefly devoted to an address by the General Grand Chaplain. Nor
was the State Grand Council of Royal Masters formed immediately
after adjournment, for it was not furmed till January, 1823, over six
years afterward.

¢ Moreover, there is not the slightest evidence of the existence, at
that time, of a single organized body of Select Masters in the world,
but abundant evidence to the contrary. There was then in New York
only one Council of Royal Masters in active life—Columbian Council
in New York City—organized as a voluntary body in 1810, without
charter or warrant from any source. From correspondence of John
Harris, of New Hampshire, in 1815, it seems that there had been a
Council of Royal Masters at Albany, but was then dormant ; there
was also a Council of Royal Masters at Hopkinton, New Hampshire,
formed by four Royal Masters in 1815, of their own motion, and with-
out any warrant. At the session of the General Grand Chapter in 1816,
these were the only organized bodies of the Rite in the North ; and in
the South the select degree was then conferred only in temporary
Councils. In fact T agree with Bro. Schultz, that up to that time the
Select Degree only had been cultivated in the South, and the Royal
Degree only in the North, except so far as the former had then been
conferred by Abram Jacobs, and those receiving the degree from him.
With this exception it was first brought North by Jeremy L. Cross.

¢“Cross was not appointed Grand Lecturer by the General Grand
Chapter, but by some of its officers ; as his correspondence shows, he
did go to Baltimore, and undoubtedly there received the Select Degree
from Eckel, and authority to confer the degree on Royal Arch Masons,
but that he purchased the authority there is not the least evidence,
and I do not believe. He then received no authority to establish
Councils, and that idea was never broached by him until after his re-
turn from his Southern trip in the summer of 1817, and he had visited
Baltimore and returned home and found there was then an organized
Council (of Royal Masters) in New York City. Then he issued char-
ters and sent them to the places where he had conferred the degrees,
dating them back ; but very few, if any, bodies were organized under
those dated-back charters.

¢¢ These facts relating to Cross I derive from documents written at
the time and in his hand-writing, which I have personally examined,
and of which I have copies. ’

Companion Drummond also states, on apparently good
authority, that Eckel did not receive the Royal Master’s
Degree until 1819 ; that, in that year, he and Bro. Benjamin
Edes, of Baltimore, received it from Ebenezer Wadsworth,
of New York. Wadsworth’s statement was that he “ assisted
in conferring the degree ” on them. Schultz says:
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¢“This is probably true, for there is no mention of that degree being
worked in this jurisdiction in any document, or upon the records of
the Grand Chapter or of its subordinates earlier than 1830. Bro.
Cole, in 1817, speaks of it incidentally, but not as among the degrees
conferred. The Select Degree is recognizad by the Constitution of the
Grand Chapter adopted in 1824, but there is no mention of the Royal
Master’s Degree.”

Companion Drummond says further:

‘¢ At the session of the Grand Chapter of Maryland in 1817, Hezekiah
Niles, then Deputy Grand High Priest, sent in a communication in
relation to the Select Degree ; it was referred to a committee, and they
reported the following resolution, which was adopted : Resolved,
That all Royal Arch Chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand
Royal Arch Chapter, shall have power to open and hold Chapters of
Select Masters and confer the Dagree of Select Master Mason on such
as they may deem worthy of the same.”

The same year Cole’s “Ahiman Rezon ” (printed by Ben-
jamin Edes) was published, in which a full account of the
Select Degree and of the manner of working it, is given,
written by Niles (though I have lieretofore assumed it was
written by Eckel); and a very brief account of the degrees
of Royal Master and Ark Master or Noachite is given, he
saying, “these are given as merely preparatory and are
usually conferred immediately before the solemn ceremonies
of exaltation,” and according to his statement after the
Most Excellent, which was preceded by the Select, thus
showing that at that time there was no connection between
the Royal and Select Degrees. It may be mentioned in
passing that in the second edition, published in 1826, and
edited by Benjamin Edes, the same observations are made,
although the work of these degrees is enlarged. -

It would seem that this publication of Cole’s created some
confusion, for at the session of the Grand Chapter of Mary-
land in January, 1820, the following preamble and resolution
were adopted

‘¢ Whereas several Chapters, working under the jurisdiction of this
Graud Chapter, do consider it obligatory to confer two degrees, to wit,
Royal Masters and Noah’s Ark, previous to exalting to the degree of
Royal Arch. And whereas the two degrees above alluded to are very
imperfectly understood, therefors, Resolved, That the Chapters work-
ing under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter may, at their discre-
tion, omit conferring the two said degrees previous to exalting to the
degree of Royal Arch.”

From this it is evident that both the degrees were worked
in Maryland before 1824, under the authority or acquiescence
of the Grand Chapter, when the Select was made a consti-
tutional degree ; but were not worked together.



CHAPTER III

CALENDAR OF TBE RITE—WHO ORIGINALLY CONFERRED THE DE-
GRES—THEIR INTRODUCTION INTO AMERICA—REPORT OF THE
CoMMITTEE OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF MARYLAND AS TO
ORIGIN OF THE RITE.

N the Masonic calendar the Royal and Select
2 ‘g:( Masters date from the year in which the Tem-
X 5)« ple of Solomon was completed., Anno Deposi-
tionis (A..:. Deps..'.) or “in the year of the
deposit.” To get this date add 1000 to the common time.
Thus 1886 and 1000 = 2886.

Half a century ago there were three distinct authorities
which claimed the right by antiquity of conferring the de-
grees of Royal and Select Master. First, by the Supreme
Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite ; sec-
ondly, by the Grand Councils of the Rite in various States
of the American Union; and thirdly, by certain Grand
Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, which claimed then, as
many claim to-day, that the Cryptic Degrees should be
given within the bosom of a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.

Nearly sixty years ago there was a discussion in relation to
the origin of these degrees, or of one of them. It commenced
in the following manner :

In 1827, at the Annual Session of the Grand Chapter of
Maryland, the Grand High Priest, J. K. Stapleton, submitted
“ documents upon the subject of the institution of the Select
Degree independent of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter,”
which were referred to a committee, which recommended
that a circular be sent to the several Grand Chapters re-
garding the matter. This was adopted, and a copy of this
circular is here inserted : :

M. E. @. Sir and Companions :

I am instructed by the Grand Chapter over which I have the honour
to preside, to address you, and through you your Grand Chapter,
upon the unsettled state of the Degree of Select Mason ; a subject
deemed by us of sufficient importance to claim the particular attention
of your Grand Chapter.

13
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This Degree existed under the authority of a distingnished chief in
the State of Maryland, but without the recognizance of our Grand
Chapter, for many years ; until, in the year 1824, upon the revision of
our Constitution, it appearing evident that tha Select Dagree not only
has an intimate connection with, but is in a measure necessary, as pre-
paratory to, and elucidatory of, that of the Royal Arch; it was formally
recognized by our Grand Chapter, and required to be given by our
subordinate Chapters, in its proper order, immediately preceding that
of the Royal Arch. Under this arrangement we have siuce progressed
much to our satisfaction ; but it is with regret that we have learned
that Councils or Chapters of Select Masons have been established in
some of our sister States, independent of Royal Arch Masonry, avowed-
ly in pursuance of, but as we are satisfied, through a great mistake or
actual abuse of any authority delegated, or meant to be delegated, in
relation to the Select Degree. We would therafore beg leave respect-
fully to recommend to your Grand Chapter the consideration of this
Degree, and the circumstances under which it exists, if it does exist,
within your jurisdiction ; with the hope that you will see it to be for
the general interests of the Craft to take the said Degree under your
recognizance and control, to whom of right it belongs, and thereby do
away with what is felt to be a grievance by those distinguished chiefs,
whose authority, delegated to a limited extent and for special reasons,
has been perverted for sordid purposes, by the creation of an indepen-
dent order never contemplated by them ; and which we believe to be
inconsistent with the spirit and best interests of our institutions.

Respectfully and fraternally,
Jos. K. StaPLETON,
Grand High Priest.

When this circular was received by the Grand Chapter of
South Carolina, it was referred to a committee who made
the following report, which was accepted by the Grand
Chapter :

¢ The Committee appointed at the last stated convocation of the
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, in May last, to take into consideration and
report upon the propriety and expediency of the different Grand Royal
Arch Chapters of the several States respectively assuming jurisdiction
and authority over the Royal and Select Master’s Degrees, and to
which Committee were referred the proceedings of the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of Maryland upon the subject, respectfully ask leave to
state, that they have made extensive and careful investigation into the
subjects referred to their consideration, and they offer the following
statement as the result of their enquiries :

‘“They have ascertained that the respectable brothers and compan-
ions, Dr. F. Dalcho, Dr. Isaac Auld, Dr. James Moultrie, sr., and
Moses C. Levy, Esq., with many others, received their degrees in
Charleston, in February, 1783, in the Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfec-
tion, then established in this city (Charleston), of which body three of
the above-named brothers are still living, venerable for their years
and warm attachment to the glorious use of Freemasonry, and highly
respected and esteemed in the community where they have so long and
8o honourably sojourned, and they are still members of the same sub-

lime body.
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‘“Your Committee have further ascertained that at the original estab-
lish ment of the Grand Council of Princesof Jerusalem, in this city, on
the 20th of February, 1788, by the Illustrious Brothers Joseph Myers,
Barend M. Spitzer, and A. Forst, Deputy Inspectors-General, from
Frederick II., King of Prussia, Brother Myers then deposited in the
archives of the said Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem certified
copies of the said degrees from Berlin, in Prussia, which were to be
under the future guidance and fostering protection of the government
of thé above-named presiding body. The above-named three respect-
able brethren and companions are, and have steadily been, members
and officers of the said body of Princes of Jerusalem ; their evidence
therefore must be conclusive upon these points.

“Your Committee are informed that the above-named Brother
Myers, previously to his return to Europe, while pursuing his’'mercan-
tile concerne, resided some time in several of the cities of Virginia and
Maryland, where he communicated a knowledge of the degrees in
question,

¢ The Committee further state, that the Grand Officers and the Sub-
lime Council of Inspectors-General have been, since 1783, steadily in
the habit of conferring the degrees in question, under their authority
in the Southern and Western States. Your Committee have seen and
perused the first copy of these degrees that ever came to America, and
old copies of charters that have been returned by Councils in States
where Grand Councils have been formed, and the bodies surrendering
have taken other charters for conferring the degrees from such Grand
Councils of Royal and Select Masters thus formed.

‘‘ From these statements the Grand Royal Arch Chapter will readily
perceive that these degrees have been under a regular and independent
Masonic protection and authority for more than forty-six years, and
thuat they were thus circumstanced in the United States of America at
a period long antecedent to the establishment of Grand Royal Arch
Chapters, or even of Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, in any part of the
world.”

There is no doubt that the circular and report are both
substantially correct. They are sustained by various addi-
tional facts, some of which have recently come to light.
Whether the degrees came from Prussia to Charleston or
Baltimore, or neither, is not certain. The probability that
they came through Francken or Morin, or both, is very
strong. Some of the additional facts will be given.

Brother Schultz published an old document which settles
the question as to the source from which Philip P. Eckel and
Hezekiah Niles derived their authority to confer the Select
Degree, for it is evident that these brethren never claimed
control of the Royal Master's Degree. The document is as
follows :

‘¢ WHEREAS, In the year of the Temple 2792, our Thrice Illustrious
Brother, Henry Wilmans, Grand Elect, Select, Perfect Sublime M1son,
Grand Inspector-General, and Grand Master of Chapters of the Royal

Arch, Grand Elect and Perfect Masters’ Lodges and Councils, Knight
of the East, Prince of Jerusalem, Patriarch Noachite, Knight of the
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Sun and Prince of the Royal Secret, did by and in virtue of the
powers in him legally vested, establish, ordain, erect and support a
Grand Council of Select Masons in the City of Baltimore, and wrought
therein to the great benefit of the Craft and to the profitable extension
and elucidation of the mysteries of Masonry—and whereas we, the
subscribers to these presents, are by regular succession possessors of
all the rights, privileges and immunities and powers vested in any
way whatsoever in the said Grand Council of Select Masons, consider-
ing the great advantages that would accrue to the Craft in an exten-
sion of the knowledge of the Royal Secret as introductory to, and
necessary for, the better understanding of the Superior Dogrees ;

¢¢ KNow all, whom it may concern, that we do hereby authorize and
empower our trusty and beloved Companions ........cc....couueeuenee K.S.,
ceerenenens cereeeeennns KT, ccoverernannnen eeneees < 1 VA of the
same, to open and to hold a Chapter of Select Masons in the City
of Baltimnre, under such by-laws and regulations as may be enacted
and established for the government of the same, subject to the follow-
ing rules and regulations :

¢t Art. 1st. The Degree of Select Mason shall not be conferred on any
one that has not passed the Chair and received the honorary degree of
Mark Master Mason, nor sha!l it be conferred for a less sum than
ceeeeneennes . dollars. .

¢ Art. 2nd. The Officers and Members of the Chapter shall pay due
obedience to any regulations of the Grand Council which shall be con-
sistent with the rules of the Order, and duly respect the Officers and
Chiefs thereof ; and the three chief Officers of said Chapter shall, in
virtue of said offices, constitute a part and be Members of the Grand
Council. The said Council shall not levy or receive of any Chapter
more than .......cc...... dollars per annum, exclusive of the Secretary’s
fees for Warrants, Dispensations, or other Official Writings, which
shall in no case exceed a reasonable compensation for the labour and
trouble of furnishing the same.

¢¢ Art. 3rd. In case the G. R. A. Chapter of the State of Maryland
and District of Columbia, or the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, shall assume and take charge of the Degree of Select Masons,
then and in that case all power and authority under these presents
shall cease and determine forthwith, provided a charter of recognition
is granted to this Chapter.

¢ Art. 4th. The three Chief Officers of the Chapter must, and always
shall be, Royal Arch Masons.

¢ Art. 5th. Select Masons made under the authority of a Royal Arch
Chapter, and by the High Priest thereof in the Jurisdiction of the
State of Maryland and District of Columbia, shall be acknowledged
and received as such by said Select Chapter, which Chapter shall be
known by the name of ..... cessnesene Chapter of Select Masons No. 1.

¢¢In Testimony whereof we have Signed our names and affixed the

Seal of the Grand Council, thus
¢ PaLip P. EckeL,

‘“H. NiLes.”
Brother Schultz, whose history we have quoted so freely,
says:
¢¢ It will be noticed that all that was needed to make this document
effective was the filling in of dates, names of officers, and the price to
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be charged for conferring the degree. From some cause the dispensa-
tion was not used ; but the fact is fully and emphatically stated by
Eckel and Niles, under their hand and seal, that they were, ‘by regular
swccession, possessors of all the rights, privileges, and immunities and
powers vested in any way whatsoever in the said Grand Council of Select
Masons’ which had been instituted in the City of Baltimore in the
year 1792 by Henry Wilmans, ¢ Grand Inspector-General.’ ”

It is to be regretted that this document was not dated, as
the time when it was made has an important bearing upon
its historic value in many respects. But its contents, in
connection with known history, throw much light upon it.

The District of Columbia was not known by that name
till 1800, and but little was known of the General Grand
Chapter till 1816, when for the first time it was recognized
in Maryland. Tt will be shown hereafter that when Cross
got authority from Eckel and Niles, in 1816, to confer de-
grees, the idea of establishing bodies of the Rite had not
then been conceived ; and the Grand Chapter of Maryland
did “assume and take charge of the degree of Select
Masons” in 1824. These facts establish that this document
originated between 1816 and 1824, and probably near the
latter date; and that the reason for not using it was the
assumption of authority over the Select legree by the
Grand Chapter of Maryland in 1824.

We must not be misled by the term “Grand Council.”
The bodies in which the degrees were conferred were called
“ Grand Councils” up to about 1817. This appears from the
foregoing document, and Columbian Council in New York
styled itself “Columbian Grand Council.” The officers
were styled “ Grand” in the ritual.

In corroboration of the statement made in the report to
the Grand Chapter of South Carolina, we have the follow-
ing:

1. A manuscript record of Brother Peter Snell, who was,
in 1827, a member of the Supreme Council, contained the
following memorandum :

¢ Supreme Council Chamber, Charleston, S.C., February, 10, 1827.
I hereby certify that the detached degrees, called Royal and Select
Master, or Select Masons of 27, were regularly given by the Sublime
Grand Lodge of Perfection (No. 2 in the U.S.A.) established by Bro-
ther Isaac Da Costa, in Charleston, in February, 1783, one of the ori-
ginal members of which, M. I. Brother Moses C. Levy, is still alive,
and a member of it to this day, without ceasing to be so for a day.
And further, that at the first establishment of a Grand Council of
Princes of Jerusalem, in Charleston, in February, 1738, by the Illus-
trious Daputy Inspectors-General, Joseph Myers, B. M. Spitzer and
A. Forst, Brother Myers (who succeeded Brother Da Costa, after

B
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his decease) deposited a certified copy of the degrees from Berlm.
Prussia, to be under the guidance and fostering protection of the
government of the above Grand Council of the Princes of Jerusalem.”

The Brother Myers referred to in the above paragraph
was sometimes called ‘ Joseph M. Myers.’

‘¢ Brother Myers, shortly after this (February 20, 1788) resided
some time in Norfolk, Richmond and Baltimore, previous to his re-
moval to Europe, and he communicated a knowledge of these degrees
to a number of brethren in these citiea. The original copy is still in
my keeping ; and agreeably to the obligations of the same, and the
Grand Constitutions governing those degrees, viz : Royal and Select
Masters of 27, it is correct and lawful to give them either to Sublime
Masons, who have arrived to the Knights of the Ninth Arch (13th
degree), or to companions of the Third Arch, Royal Arch Masons.”

2. There is extant a ritual of the Select Degree purporting
to be made in 1803 by J. Billeaud. Bro. Drummond has
examined it, had it copied, and has no doubt of its genuine-
ness, and that it is the copy of a ritual thenin use. It came
to him from Companion Wilmot G. DeSaussure, of South
Carolina, who had it from Bro. John H. Honour, for & long
time Grand Commander of the Supreme Council for the
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, to whom it
came from his predecessor in that office, among the archives
of that Supreme Council. He says:

‘ There is no reference in this ritual to any governing authority
whatever, nor to any degree of Masonry save the third degree. It
recognized no permanent body whatever, but it isa ntual of a ‘de-
tached’ or ‘side’ degree in every respect.”

3. He also has a copy of a ritual of both degrees bearing
the certificate of Moses Holbrook, dated February 10th,
1829, in nearly the same words as the one above attributed
to Brother Snell. By a certificate, dated a few months later,
it aﬁ)pea,rs that Brother Holbrook adopted that of Brother
Snell

‘¢ Bro. Drummond says _that ¢ the ritual annexed is certainly not a
copy of the one deposited in the archivesin 1783, for the ritual of the
Select Degree refers to the Royal Degree, and moreover both of them
recognize the Supreme Council as the governing authority of the de-
grees, and that body did not exist till 1801. A comparison of this
ritual with that of 1803 shows that the former is a revision of the
latter with only verbal changes, and the addition of declaring alle-
giance to the Supreme Council and the prohibition of conferring the
Select Degree on any one below the degree of a Royal Arch Mason.
The introduction says the Select Degree follows the Royal Master's
Degree ; but the ritual is inconsistent with that. And the allusions to
the Royal Arch Degree, to the Royal Master’s Dezree, and to the Su-
preme Council, are evident interpolations. This seems to sustain the
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assertion of Companion Stapleton, of Maryland, that the allusion
to the Royal Arch Degree was first interpolated by Cross for mercenary
purposes.’”’

Finally, in an official document issued by the Southern
Supreme Council under date of Oct. 10, 1802, an original of
which, with actual signatures and seals, is in the archives of
the Supreme Council of the Northern Jurisdiction, and
which was published in its proceedings for 1871, page 79, is
the following statement:—*“ Besides those degrees, which
are in regular succession, most of the Inspectors are in pos-
session of a number of detached degrees, given in different
parts of the world, and which they generally communicate,
free of expense, to those brethren who are high enough to
understand them, such as Select Masons of Twenty-Seven
and the Royal Arch, as given under the Constitution of
Dublin. Six degrees of Maconnerie D’adoption, Compagnon
Ecossais, Le Maitre Ecossais, and Le Grand Maitre Ecossais,
&ec., &c., making in the aggregate 52 degrees.” And in an
oration delivered the next year, Dr. Dalcho repeats the
statement.

Bro. Schultz concludes his discussion as follows :

¢ This document, in connection with the Rules and Regulations of
the Lodge of Perfection which have been quoted, leaves no room for
doubt that Wilmans was an Inspector of the Rite of Perfection, and
that he exercised in the City of Baltimore in 1792 the powers claimed
by such Inspectors. But from whom did Wilmans acquire his powers
of ¢Grand {)nspector-Genera.l,’ and the authority ¢ to establish, ordain,
erect and support a Chapter of Select Masons ?’

¢ We regret we cannot answer the question, nor could the learned
Brethren in different parts of the country, to whom we applied. The
name of Wilmans does not appear upon any register or document in
the archives of the Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisdiction, or
upon any other known document or record containing the names of
the early Inspectors. The fact that in both the documents he is
styled ¢ Grand Inspector-General,” while those deriving their powers
from Morin are styled ‘Deputy Inspectors,” led to the supposition
that he might have derived his powers from Europe ; acting upon
which supposition, letters were addressed to the Grand Lodges at
Berlin and Bremen. While the result of the correspondence which
ensued was of an interesting nature, nothing in regard to his Masonic
character could be learned. It has been ascertained that Wilmans was a
native of Bremen, and that he emigrated to this country and settled in
Baltimore as early at least as the year 1790. The first mention of his
name on the records of the Grand Lodge is in connection with Con-
cordia Lodge in 1793, of which he was appointed the first or Charter
Master. In the same year he was elected Deputy Grand Master, and
in the following year Grand Master of Masons in Maryland. The
register of the Old Zion Lutheran church of this city shows that he
died in 1795. In an MS. book of Moses Holbrook, of South Carolina,
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written in 1829, it is stated that Joseph Myers, a Deputy Inspector-
General, deposited in the year 1788, in the archives of the Grand
Council of Princes of Jerusalem at Charleston, ‘a certified copy of
the Royal and Select Masters’ Degrees received from Berlin.” This is
evidently an error so far as it relates to the Royal Master's Degree.
As intimated, the Degree was first known in the Eastern States, and
the earliest reliable mention of it there, is in the year 1809. Bro.
Holbrook wrote his book in 1829, at which time both degrees were:
conferred at Charleston, and naturally he connected the two in his
statement ; making a similar error that others do when stating that
Eckel and Niles claimed the control of the Royal Master’s Degree.
The book referred to contains also the statement, that somewhere about.
the year 1788 Joseph Myers was for a time located in Baltimore. Did
Wilmans receive the Select Degree from Myers, or did Myers receive
it from Wilmans ? If the degree came from Berlin, it is quite probable
that Wilmans brought it with him, as he came from Germany about
the time mentioned for the deposit in the MS. of Holbrook. There is
a tradition existing in the Eastern States that Eckel received the
degrees from a Prussian temporarily sojourning in Baltimore. The
period of Wilman’s residence in Baltimore was perhaps not over eight
years, and with some propriety he might have been regarded as a
sojourner—and a Prussian. It is stated, but upon what authority we
know not, that the Royal and Select Degrees were conferred by
Andrew Francken at Albany in 1767, and that he conferred them upon
Samuel Stringer who afterwards removed to Maryland ; but we have
not been able to find this name upon any of the records of this jurise
diction. These statements or traditions, it will be seen, all point to
Maryland as the source from whence the Select Dagree or (as the
writers will have it) Royal Master’s Degree, also was subsequently in-
troduced into other parts of the country. Brother Folger says Eckel,
at the session of the General Grand Chapter, advocated ¢the union of
the degrees with the services of the Royal Arch Chapter.” This has
always been the opinion of the Companions of Maryland.”



CHAPTER 1V.

CoNCLUSIONS ARPIVED AT BY DR. MACKEY AS To THE INTRODUC-
TION OF THE RITE—AN ExTRACT SHOWING WHY CROSS RECEIVED
THE SELECT DEGREE.

o

MR HE conclusions formed by Dr. Mackey are essen-
P tial to this work, and although he had not all
the information or knowledge that other writers
have, still his views are of great value. It
must be remembered that many of the extracts
given in this book appear now for the first time in print,
and explain away many inaccuracies relating to the Cryptic
Rite.
The late Dr. Mackey some years ago stated his conclusions
as follows :

¢“We gather the following results as to the history of the introduc-
tion of these degrees into the United States :

‘1. The degrees of Royal and Select Master were originally brought
to this country by an Inspector-General of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite, in the year 1788, deposited by him in the archives, and placed
under the control of the Council of Princes of Jerusalem, which was
organized in the city of Charleston, South Carolina, in that year.

¢ 2. These degrees were at first conferred in Charleston, by the
‘Council of Princes of Jerusalem, as ¢ detached degrees,’ or what in
more modern phrase would be called ‘side degrees’of the Ancient
and Accepted Rite.

¢¢3. They were disseminated over the whole country by agents or
representatives of this Rite, who conferred them on any qualified per-
sons whom they pleased to select, but always with the administration
of a pledge of allegiance to the Supreme Council of the Ancient and
Accepted Rite.

" ¢4, Charters were granted by these agents of the Supreme Council
for the establishment of Councils of Royal and Select Masters, in dif-
ferent States, which Councils subsequently united in the formation of
State Grand Councils, and threw off their allegiance to the Supreme
Council of the Ancient and Accepted Rite. I do not believe that
charters were ever granted immediately and directly by the Supreme
Council. I think that they were always issued in its name by its agents,
who were empowered 80 to do by a general warrant. Thus I have been
enabled to trace the original Councils of Alabama to the action of John
Barker, who was an authorized agent of the Supreme Council. Per-
haps more work was done in this way by Jeremy L. Cross, under the
same claim, than by any other man in the United States.

¢ In this manner the control of these degrees has been gradually but
permanently taken from the Supreme Council of the Ancient and Ac-
<cepted Rite, and they have now become a constituent part of what is
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beginning to be called the American Rite, to which, indeed, they pro-
perly belong, since they are absolutely necessary for the proper illus-
tration of the Royal Arch degree.

¢‘ The Inspectors-General of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, at least
in the Southern Council, still claim, although they very seldom exer-
cise it, the right to confer these degrees on qualified persons, and it can
hardly be denied that Royal and Select Masters, so made, would be
legal and regular. To doubt it would be to throw suspicion on the le-
gality of every Council and every Select Master of the present day,
since they derive their existence from founders originally made in this
way by Inspectors-General. If the fountain is defiled, we can hardly
expect that the streams which flow from it should be pure.
" ““This connection of the degrees of Royal and Select Master with
the Ancient and Accepted Rite, will readily account for the resem-
blance which is found in these degrees, in phraseology and symbolism,
to that Rite. Their legends, however, assimilate them more closely
to the Royal Arch of the York and American Rites, than to the cor-
responding Knights of the Ninth Arch of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite. Hence, in making them them the eighth and ninth degrees of
the American Rite, it must be admitted that Masonic ritualists have:
put them in the right place.”

Bro. Mackey’s statement that the Supreme Council never
granted charters for Councils directly was probably correct.
when he made it, but in 1860 it granted charters to four
Councils in Arkansas. )

The tradition in the Eastern States that Eckel received
the degrees from a Prussian temporarily residing in Baltimore
came from that city. It is substantially stated in a letter to
the Masonic Review from Baltimore in 1849.

Pertinent to the subject matter of this chapter we give a
copious extract from the minutes of Columbia Chapter,
Washington, embracing a letter from Companion Stapleton,
on the action of Cross, with the reason why he received the
Select Degree.

ExTrACT FROM MINUTES OF CoLuMBIA CHAPTER No. 16, WASHINGTON,,
D.C.

A Letter from J. K. Stapleton, Baltimore, Maiyland, February 15, 18}7..

% % % *% ¢ You state in your note that Potomac Chapter, and
also in the Chapter at Alexandria, they uniformly confer the Select
before the Royal Arch degree. Why shoul:l they not do so, when it
is strictly in conformity to the point in the Select degree that you will
not penetrate the N inth Arch unt{l legally authorized so to do. The
tie was made by J. L. Cross for sinister and mercenary purposes, as the
fact is well known to many of the older Companions, our worthy and
distinguished Companions P. P. Eckle, H. 8. Keating, and Henry
Niles, then holding office in the Grand Chapter of Maryland, did most
graciously (after joining the General Grand Chapter for the United
States) confer on said J. L. Cross, who had, by the commission from
that General Grand Body, been appointed their Grand Lecturer, come
to Baltimore for the purpose of obtaining the Select degree, as it fur-
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nished a link of connection with the Royal Arch, which was wanting to
complete the chain to the Royal Arch degree.

¢ [ am assured positively, having received the declaration in person
from those Companions, that the only authority they invested Cross
with was under a Royal Arch Warrant, his visits as Grand Lecturer
might place bim, he was authorized to confer the Select degree, and
thereby complete this sublime privilege as Royal Arch Masons, but
without fee or reward, further than the remuneration they might grant
him as the General Grand Lecturer, his time so spent among them.
Now mark the conduct of this man. Assoon as he was beyond the
jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter.of Maryland and the District of Col-
umbia, what did he do? Forgot his solemn oblizations to Eckle,
Keating and Niles, and set up shop for himself ; he found it as a
source of profit, and obtained, it is presumed, many thousand dollars
for conferring the Select degree, but also issued Warrants for confer-
ring the same at twenty-five dollars each, and in this manner was the
South, West, North and East furnished by him and the Select degree
dispersed over the United States. He established Councils and Grand
Councils contrary to the intentions of our Worthy Chief, and made
matters worse by the implication of them as receiving $20 of the $25,
when I assure you they never exacted a dollar or received one from
him. In the year 1829 I had the honour to represent Maryland in the
General Grand Chapter of the United States at New York, when the
matter was brought before them, and the result was, that all Councils
in States where no Grand Council was instituted were desired to sur-
render their (* ¥ ¥) (1)t Warrants so issued and confer the degree un-
der the Royal Arch Chapter, and in the order laid down in Maryland.
It then comes out that Cross had not only issued these Warrants, but
made Daoputies under him for conferring and lecturing in this degree.
The tie was by him used, and hundreds no doubt took it, as is usual,
without being aware of its propriety. Maryland has laid down the
regulations, and as part of the Constitution of the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter, you and all others under her jurisdiction are by law released
as a tie unconstitutional in our State. I make these commentaries not
out of disregard to Cross, Delafield, or any other Companion, who,
under the obligations taken beyond our Constitution, are surely en-
titled to their opinion, as those under our Grand Chapter are entitled
to consideration and respect by them. I regret the many discrepan-
cies apparent among the Masons of the present day. Formerly more
order and obedience were paid to those in authority ; we go ahead by
steam, and any new fancies which talent and address present, are too
eagerly received and tolerated. I hope to have the subject of the Select
degree settled. and had fully intended it should be taken up in Grand
Chapter last November, but the Grand Chapter was adjourned (while
I had retired for the evening) quite unexpectedly to me, and T am not
sure but it will be necessary to call it together before 1 leave for Col=
umbus next September, to tinally settle the question and take the in-
struction of the Grand Chapter to the General Grand Chapter of the
United States.

‘¢ Believe me, with great regard,
¢ Your obedient servant,

“J. K. SrapLeTON, G.H.P.”

-t This word is “bound” in the minutes, but was evidently *‘Council” in
the letter.



CHAPTER V.

AN UNPUBLISHED MS. OF CoMPANION JosiAR H. DrRuMMOND —SoME
__ FACTS ABOUT THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE RITE AND MANY DISPUTED
POINTS SETTLED,

HE following is an extract from a history of these
degrees prepared by Brother Josiah H. Drum-
mond in 1875 (with some modifications since
made), but never published. He was led to the
preparation of it by the discovery of the orig-

mal records of Columbian Council in the city of New York,
and the original intention was to publish those records and
this history as an appendix to them:

¢ In 1762, Stephen Morin was in Jamaica with a patent purporting
to have been issued May 27, 1761, by the ¢ Supreme Council of Prince
Masons ’ in Paris, with full power to confer the degrees of Perfect and
Sublime Masonry, establish bodies, and authorize others to do the
same, anywhere in the New World. The same year he appointed
Henry Andrew Francken with the same powers in North America.
Francken established a Logde of Perfection at Albany in 1767, and
conferred the higher degrees upon several brethren.

¢ It has been stated, and tradition has it, that he conferred these
degrees also. But right here I desire to say that in most of the dis-
cussions concerning these degrees, it has been assumed that, inasmuch
as they are now grouped together, they always were. In 1870 L made
the suggestion that they had not always been connected, and that
much of the confusion that had arisen about them was occasioned by
this erroneous assumption. The minutes of Columbian Council prove
the correctness of this suggestion.

¢“To return to Francken. I have seen a portion of the records of the
Lodge of Perfection at Albany, but [ do not find any mention of either
of these degrees. Further investigation may find such record ; but the
want of it does not demonstrate that these degrees were not conferred,
for they did not belong to the regular series of degrees conferred by
him ; but if either was conferred, it was as a ‘detached’ or ‘side’ de-

e.

¢¢ Francken conferred his degrees upon Moses M. Hayes, of Massa-
chusetts, and invested him with powers similar to those possessed by
himself. It is also stated that Hayes conferred the now-called Cryptic
degrees in Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

‘¢ Hayes appointed [saac Da Costa as Deputy Inspector-General for
. 8South Carolina, and he formed the Lodge of Perfection at Charleston,
in 1783. Da Costa died soon after, and Hayes appointed Joseph M.
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Myers* in his stead ; also Solomon Bush for Pennsylvania; and Ba-
rend M. Spitzer for Georgia.

¢“On June 25th, 1781, a ¢ Grand Chapter’ was held in Philadelphia,
at which there were present, according to the record,

Thrice Puissant Solomon Bush, Deputy General-Inspector for Pennsyl-
vania, in the chair,

Thrice Puissant Isaac Da Costa, Grand Warden and Inspector-General
for West Indies and North America.

Thrice Puissant Simon Nathan, Deputy Grand-Inspector for North
Carolina.

Thrice Puissant Samuel Myers, Deputy Grand-Inspector for the Lee-
ward Islands,

Thrice Puissant Barend M. Spitzer, Deputy Grand-Inspector for
Georgia.

Thrige Puissant Thomas Randall, Deputy Grand-Inspector for New
ersey.

Thrice 1llustrious Benjamin Seixas, Prince of Jerusalem.

Thrice Illustrious Moses Cohen, Sovereign Knight of the Sun.

Thrice illustrious Myer M. Cohen, Sovereign Knight of the Sun.

‘¢ At the meeting of the Philadelphia Lodge of Perfection, October
2, 1782, among those present was, as the record states, Joseph M.
Myers, Inspector for Maryland.

*¢ Some of the Inspectors, in conferring authority upon others, state
in the patent that they do so by authority of this Convention at Phil-
adelphia, in 1781.

¢ In 1790, Moses Cohen, who had been a member and, at times, an
officer of the Lcdge of Perfection at Philadelphia, and who had re-
ceived the higher degrees from Hayes, went to Jamaica and established
a Consistory there.

¢“The same year Abraham Jacobs, who had received the Sublime
degrees in the Lodge of Perfection, at Charleston, resided at Kingston,
Jamaica, and was there promoted to the degree of Knight of the Sun,
and received from Cohen, on the ninth day of November, 1790, a
patent, in which Cohen certifies that he had initiated Jacobs into the
degree of Select Mason of 1'wenty-Seven. This is the first mention. of
the Select degree that I have seen, or of which I know. In this patent,
this degree is mentioned immediately after the seventeenth (Knight of
the East and West) in the enumeration of the degrees conferred.

¢ Jacobs returned to Charleston and commenced conferring degrees.
He kept a register, the original of which I have examined.

¢ On April 25, 1796, he conferred the Select degree on James Clarck
in Savannah, on whom he conferred the Perfection degrees. He con-
ferred this degree between the seventh and eighth. On the twelfth of
December following he conferred this degree on six brethren in Wash-
ington, Georgia, upon whom (with others) he was conferring the Per-
fection degrees. He conferred it this time between the eleventh and
twelfth degrees. .

‘¢ Jacobs continued to confer the higher degrees, and in 1801 was
joined by Emanuel De La Matta, who afterwards founded the Supreme
Council, 35°, for the Northern Jurisdiction of the United States, and
was then (in 1801) a member of the Southern Supreme Council. But
no mention is made in his Register of conferring the Select degree at
this time.

© * Nore.—Sometimes he is called Joseph M. Myers, but often Joseph Myers.
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¢ In September, 1804, Jacobs was residing in New York, and during
that year and the next he conferred a portion of his degrees upon two
candidates. In January, 1806, he commenced conferring his degrees
upon Thomas Lownds, but did not complete them until the summer of
1808. In the fall of 1808, he formed a Lodge of Perfection and Coun-
cil of Princes of Jerusalem, of both of which Lownds was s« member.
Jacobs'also conferred on him other degrees of the Ancient Accepted
Rite up to the twenty-ninth, inclusive, as well as upon Mordecai Myers,
Sampson Simpson, Richard Riker, and others.

¢ In 1774 Francken had conferred the ¢ high degrees ’ with authority
similar to his own, upon Augustan Prevost in Jamaica; Prevost, on
the first of February, 1790, commissioned, with similar powers, Peter Le
Barbier Du Plessis, at Philadelphia, who was a member of the Lodge
of Perfection in that city ; Du Plessis, in like manner, commissioned
John G. Tardy at Philadelphia, in October, 1807 ; Tardy commissioned
John James Joseph Courgas, John B. Dasdoity, and Moses L. M.
Peixotto, at New York, in the early part of November, 1808.

‘¢ After they had thus been commissioned, Jacobs, according to his
diary, conferred the Select Master’s degree on Peixotto (Nov. 19, 1808),
Gourgas and Desdoity (Nov. 26, 1808).

*‘In a document issued by the Southern Supreme Council in 1802,
a list of the regular degrees conferred under its authority is given ; and
it is stated that, ¢ Besides those degrees which are in regular succes-
sion, most of the Inspectors are in possession of a number of detached
degrees, given in different parts of the world, and which they generally
communicate free of expense,” &c. Among those named is ¢ Select
Masons of Twenty-Seven.’

¢¢In 1829 a report was made in the Grand Chapter of South Carolina
in which it was stated that there were then three Companions living in
Charleston who received these degrees in 1783, in the Lodge of Per-
fection, founded that year by Da Costa ; and that Joseph Myers, when
he founded the Council of Princes of Jerusalem in that city in 1788,
deposited in the archives ¢ certified copies of said degrees from Berlin,
in Prussia.’

““These are all I find in the way of contemporaneous record, or
testimony of those participating prior to 1810.

¢ Jacobs received the Select Dogree from Cohen, who received his
degrees and authority from Moses M. Hayes ; and Da Costa, who
founded the Lodge of Perfection at Charleston, and Myers, who
founded the Council of Princes of Jerusalem at Charleston ; both re-
ceived their degrees an1 authority from Hayes. Hereceived his degrees
and authority from Francken. All thisiindicates very strongly that
the Select Degree was introduced into this country by Francken, and
that up to 1808 it was conferred only by authority derived from him
through Hayes.

““In this connection let another significant fact be noted. From
1781 to 1789 there existed a Lodge of Perfection at Philadelphia, the
record of which is still extant. It was founded by Solomon Bush, by
authoricy from Hayes. Among its members were De Costa, Spitzer
(who assisted Myers in forming the Council of Princes of Jerusalem at
Charleston), Cohen, Myers and Du Plessis. The latter first visited
the Lodge in September, 1785 (having received his degrees elsewhere),
after the other four had left. This may explain why Gourgas and others,
-who received their degrees directly or indirectly from him, failed to
receive the Select Degree, while those who received them from the other
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four did receive it. That Lodge of Perfection held Berlin to be their
Grand East, and in 1785 prepared and sent thither a communication
giving information of the establishment of the lodge, and praying for
Masonic correspondence. This explains the reference to Berlin in the
Report of Committee of the Grand Chapter of South Carolina. If
those ¢ certified copies’ were from Berlin they came through Francken,
Hayes and Myers.

¢¢J. J. J. Gourgas, in his Register, says that Tardy raised Jacobs to
the Degree of Princé of the Royal Secret in November, 1808. In the
margin of the Register is & note that Jacobs was expelled in 1810 by
the Grand Consistory for having added withoat authority in the patent
he received from Cohen, the words, ¢ with power to initiate others.’

“ In Gourgas’ Register is a memorandum, made after 1820, as
follows :

¢ ¢ February, 1788, Select Masons of 27, commonly called Select
Master’s Degree, was first introduced into the United States of North
America, and given to the archives of the Grand Council of Jerusalem,
at Charleston, S. C., in the month of February, 1788, by Thrice Illus-
trious Brother Joseph Myers, Deputy Inspector-General, as a part of
our Sublime Degrees, since which (in 1816), it has been made away
with, as well also as the degree of Royal Master, by Arch Masonry,
through the instrumentality of Thomas Lownds, to whom they had
been given by us.’

¢¢In 1827 the Grand Chapter of Maryland issued a circular, in which
it was claimed that the Select Degree originated in Baltimore, and was
disseminated by authority of one of her Past Grand officers.

¢“In 1829 the Grand Chapter of South Carolina made a reply to
that circular, and claimed that they existed in that State at an earlier
date than in Maryland, being derived from a different source.

¢¢ Again, it has been claimed that they were practised in New York
as early as 1807, being derived from a source different from both the
two above named.

¢¢ All have agreed, and still agree, that no permanent bodies of this
Cryptic Rite existed before 1807. It has been supposed that the
Grand Council of New York was formed in 1807 ; and Bate in his re-
port on its history (Proceedings of 1861, p. 41) says that it granted a
charter to Columbian Council September 2nd, 1810; but the publica-
tion of its records shows that it was formed in 1823. Before this (in
1819) a Grand Council had been formed in Connecticut by Councils
organized by Jeremy L. Cross and his agents.

It is now certain that Columbian Council (originally styled ¢ Grand
Council,’ as all the temporary assemblies in which the Royal Degree
was conferred were then called) is the first permanent body formed for
conferring any of these degrees.

¢It has been heretofore taken as true that it or the Grand Council
was founded and chartered by Joseph Cernean. But the record shows
that Thomas Lownds was the founder, that it was a voluntary body,
without any charter, and that Cerneau was never even present at one
of its m eetings, so far as the record discloses. The record of the first
meeting states that the officers were elected and installed. The names of
those present are given and Cerneau’s name is not among them ; heunce
the officers could not Lave been installed by him. Like the early
Councils in Massachusetts, it was formed by no other authority than
the will of those who composed it. The record shows conclusively
that it was not chartered by a Grand Council, a Supreme Council, the
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Grand Consistory or by Cerneau ; and that it was not constituted, and
that its officers were not installed, by him. :

““It has been claimed that Thomas Smith Webb and Jermy L.
Crossdreceived the degrees in it, but the name of neither appears in the
records.

. “The question now arises, ¢ Whence did Lownds obtain the Royal

Degree !’ and its answer is by no means certain. He received the In-

effable and other degrees from Jacobs, and it is quite likely that he

received from him also the Select Degree. But there is not the

%ightest evidence that I have seen that Jacobs ever had the Royal
egree.

Tt is necessary, in order to throw light upon this important question,
to recount the history of another source of the Ineffable Degrees. In
1806 Joseph Cerneau appeared in New York and commenced confer-
ring those degrees. In the fall of 1807 he organized a Grand Consis-
tory which was formally constituted in the fall of 1808, about the same
time that Jacobs organized his bodies. The consequence was that a
conflict at once arose, and several members of the Jacobs body went
over to the Cerneau body, and among them was Thomas Lownds. The
records of the Grand Consistory from 1807 to 1816 are lost. The last
time I find by the record that Lownds acted with the Jacobs (or Gour-
gas) party was November 24, 1808 ; and the first record of his acting
with Cerneau, which I have seen wae in 1812 ; but a circular issued
in 1813, says many members went over in 1809, and the received
opinion is that Lownds was among them. But this division did not
enter into the formation of Columbian Council, for Thomas Lownds,
then a leading man in the Cerneau party, and Sampson Simpson, an
equally leading man in the Gourgas party, united in founding it. But
whatever the source from which he received it, he was legally in pos-
session of it as a ¢ side degree,’ and I see no reason why he and his as-
sociates had not full power and authority to unite and form a body of
a permanent character for conferring and governing this degree. The
first organization of every degree must necessarily be voluntary, unless
some one assumes to be the source of power and grants authority,
which he possesses only by assumption.

¢ The Council was formed September 2, 1810, and commenced con-
ferring the Royal Degree ; it also conferred the Orders of ¢ Knight of
the Round Table,” ¢ Knight of the Garter,” and ¢St. George of Cappa-
docia.” But after 1811 it ceased conferring the two latter, but con-
tinued to confer the former till after 1821, upon its own members and
others, :

¢ It adopted by-laws in April, 1812, one of which provided that no
one thereafter exalted in that city, *in any clandestine way,’ should
be admitted as a visitor until he was properly healed and paid his fee.
It had already received as ‘adjoining members’ several who did not
1eceive the degrees in it, and it continued to do so, thereby recogniz-
ing the legality of degrees conferred by others, but by whom, it does
not appear in any single instance.

‘¢ On December 22, 1817, ¢ a Lodge of Super-Excellent Masters was
opened’ and the degree conferred ; it continued to confer this degree
after the Royal Degree, upon substantially all its candidates for five
years. No mention is made of the reason of conferring this degree, or
of the source whence it was obtained ; but it is introduced in the
abrupt manner above stated.

‘¢ There is no mention of the Select Degree till December 2, 1821, On
that day, the record states, ‘A communication was received from the
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Council of Select Masters informing this Council that they were will-
ing to be united and come into the Council of Royal Masters. The
question being taken it was unanimously agreed that we accept of the
proposal.’

¢* Thereupon the fee for conferring the Select Degree was fixed at
two dollars, and a committee was appointed to revise the by-laws.

¢ Four other meetings were held during the month, and at the last
¢(December 31, 1821) the degrees were conferred upon two candidates
in the following order : 1. Royal Master ; 2. Super-Excellent Master ;
3. Select Master. This is the first time the Select Degree was confer-
red in Columbian Council.

‘¢ The revised by-laws were adopted in April, 1822 ; in them the de-
grees are named in the same order ; the fees were fixed at two dollars
each for the Royal and Select, and one dollar for the Super Excellent
Degree. But in January, 1823, the Royal and Select Degrees were
conferred without mentioning the Super-Excellent; still the omission
is probably an error of the Recorder, as the candidates paid for all three
of the degrees.

¢ The origin of this Council of Select Masters has not been known
with any degree of certainty. Bate, in his History, says ¢ the Council
of Select Masters of New York, whose members were healed and came
into the Council of Royal Masters, under one jurisdiction, owed its
origin to Philip P. Eckel and Hezckiah Niles, of Baltimore, Maryland,
who received their authority, primarily, from the representative or
representatives of the Grand Consistory at Berlin, and was established
at the city of New York in 1820.’

‘“ But there is a fly-leaf attached to the records of Columbian Coun-
cil, at the minutes of the meeting of December 2, 1821, purporting to
be the minutes of the Select Masters’ Council at a meeting held No-
vember 25, 1821. I am informed that these minutes are in the hand-
writing of Thomas Slade, the Recorder, for the two previous years,
of the Council of Royal Masters. At this meeting Thomas Lownds
presided, and ¢ opened the degree of Select Masters, or twenty-seven.’
The names of those present are not given. The degree was conferred
on ten well-known and old (nearly all of them) members of the Royal
Masters’ Council, among whom was Thomas Slade, the Recorder.
Afterwards, in Columbian Council, the Select Degree was conferred on
others of its old members. It is not probable that Thomas Lownds
was ‘ healed ’ in the Council founded by himself, so that the ¢healing’
part of Companion Bate’s statement must be erroneous.

““ T have elsewhere seen it stated that the Select Council was formed
by Cross ; but, from the record already referred to, it is evident that
it was a voluntary body, composed of members of Columbian Council,
and formed with the very purpose of adding the Select Degree to those
already conferred by it. Cross mentions no such Council in his pub-
lished list. The record referred to is the only one of which, so far as
I am informed, there is any knowledge. It shows upon its face that
Lownds assembled ten of his Companions and conferred the degree
upon them. The facts, also, that no other proceedings than the votes
referred to, took place in order to unite the Councils, and that this
record was pasted into the minute book of Columbian Council, and
was made by the Recorder of that Council, shows that the Select
Council was composed of the same members as the Royal, and was
an ephemeral body.
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¢ When the revised by-laws were adopted, it was voted that they be
. presented to each member for his signature, and that those declining
to sign should ‘no longer be considered members.’

‘“ The blank pages in these records, as well as the records themselves,
show that there was a failure to record the minutes of many meetings.
This is a source of regret ; but the value and authority of the minutes
that were entered are in no degree diminished.

¢“On January 18, 1823, Columbian Council adopted a resolution,
looking to the formation of a Grand Council for the State, and one
was formed on the 25th of the same month. But Connecticut had
founded one in 1819, Virginia in 1820, and North Carolina in 1822.
So that while Columbian Council was ¢ pursuing the even tenor of her
way,’ the degrees were disseminated, Councils were formed, and Grand
Councils organized under other authority.”

This sketch would not be complete without the history of
the organization of the other bodies.

Brother Drummond continues with a history of the pro-
ceedings of Jeremy L. Cross and those authorized by him ;
but the discovery of important documents led him to re-
write it, as given in the next chapter.




CHAPTER VI.

Cross’ CLaiMs —WHAT CrypTic MASONRY OWES TO. HIV — How HE
WENT ABOUT HIS WORK—WHAT HE DID AND THE AUTHORITY BY
WHICH HE ACTED. .

(JRHATEVER may have been the origin of these
Y degrees, it is very certain that their general dis-
/< semination and the origin of the Grand Council
system are due very largely to Jeremy L. Cross.
Of him and his acts Brother Drummond says :

He was made a Royal Arch Mason in Champlain Chap-
ter, No. 2, at St. Albans, Vermont, July 11, 1815, while
engaged in “lecturing the lodges ” in that State. Accord-
ing to his statement, made at the time, he remained in Ver-
mont until the next spring, and then went to Providence,
R.I, arriving there May 20, 1816; he remained there to
“ perfect ” himself “in the Royal Arch Degrees,” and from
there went to New York to attend the meeting of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter; thence he went to Philadelphia with
Companions Webb, Fowle and Snow, who went there to
effect a union between the Grand Encampment of Pennsyl-
vania and the one they had just formed. Cross was there
June 22, but being refused permission to lecture the lodges,
he went to New Jersey and Delaware, and finally arrived
at Baltimore in the early part of August. In a letter from
Philadelphia, he says he tried to impress upon the Grand
Master the necessity of the Mark and Most Excellent Mas-
ter’s degrees, and that the Grand Master told him that he
knew there was a void shown from the Master to the Arch,
and to fill up the vacuum they had substituted the Royal
Master.

He remained in Baltimore a week, and received the Select
Degree from Philip P. Eckel and Hezekiah Niles, with
authority to confer it. He then started out on a tour
through Western Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Mississippi
and Louisiana, and thence back to Baltimore, where he ar-
rived May 16, 1817 (I have been able to trace his course
minutely from the dates of his letters). He remained some
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time in Kentucky, and (as he says) visited all the principa’
lodges in the State.

From Baltimore he went North ; among his papers found
after his death was one in his own handwriting, endorsed,
“Copy of a letter to P. P. Eckel, Baltimore, Md.:” this I
examined personally, and had a copy of it made, which I
compared with the original ; it was dated Haverhill, N.H.,
July 17,1817 it i3 so important that I give an extract
from it verbatim :

¢ DeArR FRIEND AND COMPANION :

¢ After taking leave of your social society T repaired to New Castle,
where I met with a warm reception, and deviated so far from my stip-
ulation as to confer the Select degree on Comps. Hamblen, Reed and
Craw. The inducement that led me to do it was, their noted respect-
ability and influence they have in the Masonic institution might tend
to the general good. They have not their constitutional No. to confer
the degree, so they will have to apply to you for further information.
I made but a short tarry at Wilmington and Philadelphia, and stopped
a few days in New York. I found they had a Grand Council of Select
Masons there, and that they granted warrants to others for conferting
the degree.

‘I made no further tarry till I arrived at Windsor, Vt., where I
established a Council of Select Masons. They finding that the degree
was full of information, and that it could not be given antecedent to
that of the R. Arch, wished for a warrant' to empower them to confer
it, upon which I granted them one in the words following, viz.:

“To all ete. . By the High Power in me vested
by the Thrice Illustrious and Grand Puissant in the Grand Council of
Select at Baltimore, etc., till revoked by the Grand Puissant, etec., I
wish you to write me at this place by the next mail respecting my
granting warrants, and if approving grant me that power, signing your
name as Thrice [llustrious and Puissant in the Grand C)uncil at Bal-
timore, for 1 do not know why the Grand Council at Baltimore have
not as good a right to grant warrants as the one at New York, which
must be self-created.

‘¢ There are nine Chapters in Connecticut, a8 many in Vermont, and
four in this State, bésides those in Massachusetts and Rhode Island,
at each of which places I could establish the degree were I permitted
to grant them a warrant. There are so many of those little degrees
that are given by any one and in any place which are of no conse-
quence that they will have but little confidence in this, unless it has
the appearance of some kind of sanction, and I think those who do re-
ceive it would not make sufficient application to perfect themselves in
the history, work, and lectures, unless there was an inducement held
out of an office in the Council. However, you and Companion Niles
will best know what will be best for its general diffusion and utility,
and inform me accordingly.”

This statement that there was a Grand Council of Select
Masons in New York is erroneous; there was then a Coun-
cil of Royal Masters in that city, which called itself a Grand
Council, and was approving, if not authorizing, the forma-
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tion of other Councils of the same character. However, the
idea of granting warrants was suggested to Cross, and he at
once urged Eckel and Niles to issue them, and grant autho-
rity to him to do so also.

What reply they made to his request, ifany, is not known,
but among the papers of Cross was found a document of
which the following is a copy :—

“To all Whom it may Concern.

“Imprest with a perfect conviction that the knowledge of the mister-
ies of the degree of Royal Arch are eminently promoted by a know-
ledge of those revealed in the Council of Select Masons ; and Whereas
the said degree of Select is not so extensively known as its wants and
the good of the Craft require—

‘¢ Therefore Know ye: That reposing especial confidence in my be-
loved and trusty Companion Jeremy L. Cross, [ do hereby, by the
high powers in me vested, authorize and empower him to confer the
said degree, as follows, viz : In any place where a regular Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons is established, the officers or members approving,
he may confer said degree according to its rules and regulations, but
- only on Royal Arch Masons who have taken all the preceding degrees,
as is required by the General Grand Chapter. When a competent
number of ‘Select Masons are thus made, he may grant them a Warrant
to open a Council of Select, and confer the degree, and do all other
business appertaining thereto.

*¢ Given under my hand and seal at Baltimore the 27th day of May,
A.D. 1817, and in the year of the Dis. 2817.

¢ PriLip P. EckeL.
“ Thrice Illustrious and Grand Puissant in the Grand Council of Select
at Baltimore, and approved as G. G. Scribe.
¢ Approved and attested as lll. in the G. Council.
‘¢ H. NiLEs,”

I have no doubt that this was not genuine, for the fol-
lowing reasons :

1. T had the original, and submitted it to experts in hand-
writing, and every one of them pronounced the signatures
to be simulated and not genuine.

2. I compared the names of Eckel and Niles with undoubt-
ed genuine signatures of theirs, made about the same time,
and the contrast was very great; instead of the bold and
firm business hand of the originals, the names to the docu-
ments were in that peculiar shaky or trembling style which
indicates a laboured attempt to imitate a signature.

3. Ihad the document photographed, and sent it to numer-
ous brethren, and, so far as I heard, all, with one exception
(Bro. Singleton, of Washington), pronounced the signatures
to be spurious

4. The body of the document was in the well-known
handwriting of Cross, and in his style ; neither Eckel nor

¢
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Niles would have written or signed so important a docu-
ment, written in such a style, and containing such ortho-
graphical and grammatical errors.

5. That it was not prepared at the time of its date is evi-
dent from the letter which I have above given.

6. The contemporaries of Eckel and Niles denied em-
phatically that such authority was ever given, and their
statement was sent all over the country, and was published
or noticed in the Proceedings of the Grand Chapters, includ-
ing that of the State in which Cross had lived, and that of
the State in which he then lived, and he made no denial,
express or implied, till more than twenty-five years after-
wards ; and all that was done then was to say that he re-
ceived a warrant from Eckel and Niles to confer the degrees
and grant warrants to Councils. Is it credible that, if this
document had been genuine, he would not have produced
it when he was so gravely accused ?

The charge was that Cross perverted for sordid purposes,
the limited authority given to him, by the creation of an in-
dependent Order, never contemplated by those who gave
him the authority ; and it was endorsed by the Grand Char-
ter of Maryland. Besides Eckel was then living, and un-
doubtedly the circular was sanctioned by him ; the qualified
denial was made only after he and his contemporaries were
dead. The silence of Cross was a confession.

But decisive proof that this document was spurious is
found by comparing it with the document lately discovered
by Companion Schultz, signed by Eckel and Niles. The
latter expressly allows the degree to be conferred on Mark
Masters who have passed the Chair; but Cross limits it to
Royal Arch Masons. It is well known that Eckel and Niles
held that it should be conferred before the Royal Arch, and
following their instructions, the Grand Chapter of Maryland
so conferred it until it was surrendered to the Council, and
the Grand Chapter of Virginia so confers it to this day.
With such views, of course, Eckel and Niles could never
have granted authority to confer it “only on Royal Arch
Masons who have taken all the preceding degrees, as is re-
quired by the General Grand Chapter.” But without such
limitation Cross could not form independent bodies; and
the charge of Stapleton, the contemporary and co-worker
with Eckel, that Cross did this for sordid motives, is well
established.

The report, however, that Cross was expelled by the
Grand Chapter of Maryland has no foundation in fact.
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As he was not a member of a Chapter in Maryland, and
never exercised his alleged powers in that State, that Grand
Chapter had no jurisdiction over him; and, moreover, the
offence with which he was charged was no offence against
that body, for what he did was done between 1817 and
1822, and the Grand Chapter of Maryland did not formally
assume jurisdiction over the Select Degree till 1824. I
have examined the complete printed record of that Grand
Chapter, and no such action is recorded.

But Cross really had as much right to grant warrants as
either Eckel or Niles. The degrees were “side degrees,”
which any possessors of them might properly confer, and
they could unite and form a body for that purpose. One
possessor of a “side degree” has as much right of control
over it as any other possessor, and it is only when it is
organized and the right of control vested in a governing
body or bodies that the possessors of such a degree lose
the right of disseminating it. Cross’ method was prefer-
able to the voluntary method, as it insured uniformity of
organization.

The first permanent body of Select Masters was the
Council formed by Cross at Windsor, Vermont, July 5, 1817,

- as stated in his letter to Eckel dated the 7th of the same
month. On August 14,1817, he formed another at Brad-
ford, Vermont. He chartered another at Hopkinton, N.H.,
August 19, 1817 ; where there had been a Council of Royal
Masters since August 5, 1815. The Council which Cross
warranted was not organized until 1819. They worked
nearly three years as distinet bodies, and then were consoli-
dated into a Council of Royal and Select Masters.

In September of the same year (1817) Cross started on a
trip through New Jersey, Delaware, and Virginia, slgending
a few days in Baltimore, and calling on Eckel and Niles.

While at Philadelphia, he sent warrants to four places in
which he had conferred the degrees the year before, dating
each warrant (according to the list he afterwards published)
back to the time when he conferred the degrees.

The following is a paper endorsed by him :

“Copy of a Letter to Companions Doctor James More, Shelbyville,
Kentucky ; Fielding Bradford, Lexington, Kentucky, Doctor
Henry Tooley, Nalchez, Miss. : and in part to Davis Embre, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio.

¢ PHILADELPHIA.

“ WortHY CoMPANION,—I here send you erclosed a warrant for
holding a Council of Select Mastors, alzo a short account of the regu-
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lations, officers’ dress, and stations of said degree. Form of a Council
of Select Masters represents King Solomon’s most private room.

¢¢ The first officer is the Thrice Illustrious Grand Master, represent-
ing King Solomon. The second is the Deputy Illustrious Grand Mas-
ter, representing Hiram, King of Tyre. The third is the Principal
Conductor of the Work, representing Hiram Abiff. The fourth,
Treasurer ; fifth, Secretary ; sixth is the Captain of the Guards,
representing Adoniram ; and the seventh is Grand Steward and Tyler.
The first officer is dressed in a royal robe of purple, with a crown on
the head and sceptre in his hand, seated in the East behind a triangu-
lar pedestal covered with crimson with a golden triangle thereon. The
second officer seated on the right ; dress, etc., as the first officer,
The third officer is dressed in a royal robe of yellow, with a turban
on his head, holding a hammer and trowel, seated on the left, behind,
etc., as the other two officers. The sixth officer is seated in the West,
with a drawn sword. All the officers and members wear a trowel sus-
pended to a ribbon round the neck, numbered according to their rank.
There cannot be but 27 employed at the reception of a candidate ; if
any more they must sit as visitors. And the fees for conferring the
degree is not to be less than two dollars, which goes to the fund of
your Council.

‘I have nominated the three first officers, which you can alter at
your next election ; and it will be well enough for you to draft your-
selves a code of by-laws for the government of said Council, also
regulating your fees 8o as not to be less than is here stated.

¢ I am now bound to Virginia, and shall calculate to be at Richmond
by the first of December, and | wish some one of you to answer this
and write me whether the lectures on the three first degrees were -
adopted or not, and direct it to Richmond, Va. Be good enough to
write as soon a8 you receive this. '

“ Give my love to all the Craft, and enquiring friends. Accept the
same yourself.

‘¢ Yours fraternally,
“J. L. C.”

¢ Give the No. of Councils which I have established, and the rest,
in the U. 8.”

But no organization was ever effected under any of these
charters,

Cross, in like manner, in May, 1818, sent a warrant for a
Select Council in Boston, to Henry Fowle, but there was
already a voluntary Council of Royal Masters at Boston,
and no organization was ever effected under the warrant of
Cross. The following is an extract from the letter of trans-
mittal :

¢ SPRINGFIELD, Mass., May 27th, 1818,

¢« WorTHY COMPANION,—After taking leave of my friends in Boston
last fall, I started on south and lectured considerable in New Jersey,
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia ; established a number of Councils
of Select Masters. I met with a warm reception and all well pleased
with the lectures. While at Washington, D.C., I received an appoint-
ment as Grand Visitor by the Grand Chapter of Connecticut to visit
the several Chapters in said State which are seventeen in all.
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¢1 commenced the first of February, and it has kept me busy ever
since till within a week past when there was a meeting of the Grand
Lodge and Chapter. . . . . - . . . .

‘‘ While at Hartford T had a call to visit the Chapter in the place
and assist them in the mode of work. I have been here a few days
and have got them to work very correct. 1 also recommended to
them, if possible, to get you to come and install them, which they
will probably endeavour to do. I find it to be a very respectable
Chapter indeed.

‘I have also established a council of Select Masters in this place
and six in Connecticut. T shall here send you enclosed a warrant for
your Council in Boston, as I have given one to all the rest which I
have established and you know that no degree looks legal without one.
I have inserted your name as the first officer, leaving you to insert
the other two. I have also dated it at the time it was established, so
as to make all legal should you have made any ; those Councils which
I have established have given me $20, whereas I present your Coun-
cil with this and leave the compensation with them, as I am desirous
that no Council should work without one.

¢¢ Please to write me at Hartford,

¢ Mr. HeNrY FowLg, Boston,
¢ In the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.”

Cross was in New Jersey in the latter part of September,
where he formed one Council ; he spent October and a part
of November in Delaware, where he organized three Coun-
cils; he then went to Virginia and remained till early in
January, forming two Councils; he then returned to Con-
necticut, where, before the first of May, he had formed seven
Councils. He gave a warrant, May 27th, 1818, for a Coun-
cil at Springfield, Mass., and during the autumn he organized
three others in Connecticut. In the meantime, John H.
Cotton, by authority of Cross, had established seven other
Councils in Vermont.

I have seen copies of many of these Charters and they
purported in terms to be Councils of Select Masters, and to
authorize the conferring of the Select Degree only. In
some of the Councils thus created, the Royal Degree was
not conferred for several years afterwards.

But some time in the year 1818, probably in January,
Cross obtained the Royal Degree and soon conceived the
idea of uniting the two in one. On March 21st, 1818,
Cross says in his diary that he and Comp. Hosmer called on
Comp. Stow at Middleton, Conn., and “conferred on him
two degrees, Royal and Select Master.” On May 15, 1818,
a committee of Boston Council reported “that it is expedi-
ent to cultivate in this Council the degrees of R. Master, S.
E. Master, S. Master of 27 and K. of Round Table;” but
the Select Degrees were not conferred till May 19, 1819,
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and then they were not conferred as part of a system, but
as independent degrees.

When Benjamin Gleason formed Salem Council of Royal
Masters, at Salem, Mass,, on June 3rd, 1818, after conferring
the Royal Degree and organizing the Council he communi-
cated to all present the following degrees, viz.: Select Masons
of Twenty-Seven, Knight of the Round Table, and Super-
Excellent Master. But they were conferred as “side degrees,”
and not as a system. ’

1 have caused the early records of a number of the Coun-
cils warranted by Cross to be examined with a view of as-
certaining the earliest date of the conferring of the Royal
Degree by Cross. I find that New Haven Council, No. 10,
was organized Oct. 16, 1818, by Cross in person, when four
Companions “were admitted Select Masters in due form
with the preparatory degree of Royal Master.” According
to the record Cross was paid $20 for organizing the Council.
He was present at several meetings during the following
winter, and the Royal Degree was culled “the preparatory
degree,” until April 16, 1819, when the word “ preparatory ”
was dropped. As Cross acted as a member of this Council
during this time, its action has the more significance.

Action was taken in October, 1818, looking to the forma-
tion of a Grand Council, and on May 19, 1819, the Grand
Council of Select Masters of the State of Connecticut was.
formed, the first Grand body of the Rite that ever existed.
The constitution authorized the Councils to confer “ the de-
gree of Royal and Select Master.” Whether the use of the
word “ degree ” (in the singular number) was intended or not,
cannot now be determined, but the plural number was used
shortly afterwards. It is certain that between May, 1818,
and August, 1819, Cross perfected his system for organizing
Councils of Royal and Select Masters, and in the latter part
of the summer of 1819, commenced issuing warrants for such
Councils. In the summer of 1819, he published a pamphlet
which has no title page or date of publication, but Cross
mentions it in a letter to John Harris, written in August,
1819. It contains a “certificate,” of which the followir?g is

a copy:

¢¢ I hereby certify that, having been duly authorized by the Grand
Council of the State of Maryland, held in the city of Baltimore to es-
tablish and organize Councils of Select Masters in any State of the
United States, where there was not already a Grand Council formed, [
have by the high powers in me vested by the aforesaid Grand Council
established the following Councils of Select Masters, and granted them
a warrant of Constitution.

‘‘Jeremy L. Cross, D.G.P.»
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Then follows a list of thirty-three Councils, the date when
“ established,” and the names of the three first officers. At
least five of them existed only on paper, and seven were
established by John H. Cotton, claiming to be “Acting
D.G.P.” and spoken of by Cross in this pamphlet as his
“proxy.” He does not give a copy of his authority in this
pamphlet, as he naturally would have done if he really had
any written authorization.

It has been assumed by one author that these thirty-three
were all that Cross established ; but the assumption is erro-
neous. Cross continued to establish councils personally and
by his “proxies,” James Cushman, Walter Janes, and others,
John Barker received the degrees in New Haven Council.
Whether he was the same John Barkerwho, as the agent of
the Southern Supreme Council, afterwards formed Councils
of Royal and Select Masters in Ohio, Kentucky and other
States, I cannot tell, but as the form of the warrant, which
he gave, follows the language almost exactly of those of
Cross, substituting Supreme Council, ete., for Grand Council
of Maryland, I feel very sure that he studied under Cross,
and it is very probable that he is the one who received the
degrees in the Council of which Cross was a member.

When the Grand Chapter of Maryland assumed jurisdie-
tion over the Select Degree, in 1824, there were in existence
Grand Councils in Connecticut, New York, New Hampshire,
North Carolina, Virginia, and probably Vermont, as one
was organized in 1821. Under the jurisdiction of these
Grand Councils were over sixty subordinates; the degrees
were being disseminated under the anthority of these bodies,
as well as under the authority of the Southern Supreme
Council. Within three years after 1824, Grand Councils
were formed in Georgia, Kentucky, and Massachusetts ; but
four of those organized before 1828 went down in the anti-
Masonic storm that swept over the United States, and yet
the Council system was firmly established. Cross was the
author of this system beyond question. He took two side
degrees which from their very nature cannot be under the
exclusive control of any one, and organized them into a sys-
tem as regular as the lodge or chapter system.

Barker, adopting the system of Cross, but hailing under
the Southern Supreme Council, disseminated the degrees in
the South and West nearly as extensively as did Crossin the
North and East. Barker signed his warrants, adding to his
name “ K. H, S. P. R. S,, Sovereign Grand Inspector-General
33°, and agent for the Supreme Council of the United States
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of America.” That he had any specific authority from that
Supreme Council, I have never seen any evidence, and I do
not believe. While Cross signed as “ Deputy Grand Puis-
sant” of the Grand Council of Maryland, and Barker as agent
of the Supreme Council, neither of them had any authority
to form Councils other than that inherent in themselves as
})ossessors of the degrees ; but that was amply sufficient. As

have already said, a “side degree” is a degree not under
the control of any governing body, and any one possessor of
it has as much control over it as any other possessor, and
until its possessors organize it, a discussion of whether a
possessor of it has received authority to confer it seems to
me to beabsurd. In 1824 the vast body of the possessors of it
had assented to and adopted the Council system proposed by
Cross; a very small fraction of them in Maryland desired to
turn the Select Degree over to the Chapter; the former in-
sisted that the degrees should be conferred only on Royal
Arch Masons; the latter insisted that they should precede
the Royal Arch; this difference was a grave one, so grave as
to prevent the recognition by the former of those made by
the latter ; it was a case in which the small minority must
yield to the great majority or go to the wall.

In 1827, when the question was first raised as to the sys-
temn to be adopted, the predominance in favour of the Coun-
cil system was still more decisive, and the decision of every
jurisdiction which acted upon the matter, was against the
Maryland proposition. Fourteen years later, the Grand
Council of Virginia, relying upon the statement of the
Grand Chapter of Maryland, and evidently in utter ignor-
ance of the true history of the degrees, surrendered them
to the chapters. In 1864 Texas surrendered the degrees, not
to the chapters to be a part of the chapter system, but to
councils appurtenant to the chapters. Within a few years
Mississippi undertook to do the same thing: the result of
that effort was the combination of the Grand Councilsin a
General Grand Council. It is manifest to me that if the
national organization had been organized in 1820, so that
the Cryptic Masons throughout the country would have had
communication with each other, and learned the real history
of the degrees, the attempt to turn them over to the chap-
ters would never have been made. As it is, the Council
system is more firmly established than ever before in the
history of the Rite.



CHAPTER VIL

THE ORIGIN AND AUTHENTICITY OF THE CRrYPTIC DEGREES DISCUSSED
BY ALBERT PIKE—AN ExHAUsSrivE REPORT To THE GRAND
CHAPTER OF ARKANSAS,

N the year 1852 the Grand Chapter of Arkansas, at
its annual convocation, had its attention drawn
in the address of the Grand High Priest, to the
conflicting statements in connection with the ori-
gin of the Royal and Select Degrees, the power

of Chapters to confer, and the claim made by Grand Chap-
ters over these degrees. The subject being a complex one
requiring research and study, was placed in the hands of
Most Excellent Companion Albert Pike, the Chairman of
the Committee on Masonic Law and Usage. His efforts are
contained in a most exhaustive report, which was presented
in 1853 to the Grand Chapter of Arkansas, printed as an
appendix to the proceedings of that body in the year named.
The document itself is rare and has long since passed out of
print. Through, however, the courtesy of Most Excellent
Companion 8. Stacker Williams, of Newark, Ohio, I am
favoured with a copy, and as it is a valuable addition to
Masonic literature, especially to those interested in not only
Cryptic work but also to the Capitular student, I have re-
roduced it as given in the original, confident that its pub-
ication will be received with pleasure.

¢ To the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, King and Scribe of the Most
Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Arkansas,

¢“ At the last annual Convocation of the Most Excellent Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of Arkansas it was ordered that so much of the
communication of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest to that Con-
vocation, as suggested action on the part of the Grand Chapter, should
be referred to the Committee on Masonic Law and Usage, with in-
structions to report at the next annual Convocation.

* Three questions only seem to the committee to be suggested by the
communication referred to for the action of the Grand Chapter ; and
unfortunately each is of importance, and owing to the conflicting au-
thorities of doubtful solution.

““ The first is a8 to the jurisdiction and power of Chapters and Grand
Chapters to confer the degrees of Royal and Select Master. It is true
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that the late Most Excellent Grand High Priest suggests the question
as to the existence of this power in Grand Chapters, and that only in
States where Grand Councils do not exist. But the claim to jurisdic-
tion is by far more extensive. It is, as put forward by high authority
elsewhere, that all the Chapters have the right to confer these degrees
as preparatory to the degree of the Royal Arch without regard to the
existence of Councils and Grand Councils within their jurisdiction.

‘¢ Since the last annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter two
Councils of Royal and Select Masters have been established in this
State by direct authority from the Supreme Council of the 33rd degree,
for the Southern jurisdiction of the United States, sitting at Charles-
ton ; and those Councils and their members do and will refuse to re-
cognize as regular Royal and Select Masters such as have received
these degrees in a Chapter only. This question, therefore, has now be-
come of practical importance within this jurisdiction ; and according
as the right may be, the jurisdiction to confer these degrees should at
once and explicitly be claimed or disclaimed by this Grand Chapter
for itself or its subordinates.

¢ Your committee think it much to be regretted that jurisdiction to
confer these degrees is still claimed by Chapter Masonry. There is
not the slightest probability that the Grand Councils of Royal and Se-
lect Masters, existing in several of the States, or the Supreme Coun-
cils of the 33rd Degree at Charleston and Boston, will ever relinquish
these degrees to the Chapters or Grand Chapters; and even if the juris-
diction did more properly belong to the Chapters, and was usurped on
the part of the other bodies, union and harmony are so important that
it would be far better for the Chapters to yield up and concede the
power than to create continued dispute and dissension by irritating
claims to a jurisdiction which never can be exclusive in them, and
ought not to be concurrent for obvious considerations. The Scotch
Rite, numbering the degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and
Master Mason as the three first of its 33rd degree, and undoubtedly
entitled to confer them, has, for the sake of harmony, relinquished
them altogether to the York Rite ; and though it does not confer them
it requires them to be obtained in a York Lodge before a candidate
can receive any of the degrees which it still confers.

*‘But your committee are perfectly satisfied that the Chapters have
no valid claim to the jurisdiction. There is really little doubt as to
the true origin of the Royal Arch Degree. Dr. Oliver, in a work of
profound researcii, though containing many extravagant claims and
absurd pretensions, says that ¢ there exists sufficient evidence to dis-
approve all conjectures as to an early origin of this degree, and to
fix the era of its introduction to a period which is coeval with the
memorable schism among the English Masons about the middle of
the last century.” He means, as others have alleged, that it was ine
vented by Dermott. And Companion Mackey, of South Carolina,
the fulness and accuracy of whose Masonic learning is well known,
says in his Lexicon, It seems to me, as the result of a careful exami-
nation of the evidence adduced, that before the year 1740 the essential
element of the Royal Arch constituted a part of the third degree, and
that about that year it was severed from that degree and tranferred
to another by the schismatic body calling itself the Grand Lodge of
England according to the old constitntions.” (Mackey’s Lexicon,
p. 433.)
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‘ Dr. Oliver altogether denies that the Royal Arch is a separate de-
gree at all. He says that he is persuaded ‘that the Lodge of Recon-
ciliation, which was formed of the Most Eminent Masons from both
the ancient and modern parties at the union, assisted by experienced
Scotch and Irish brethren, decided right when they pronounced that
pure ancient Masonry consists of three degrees and no more, viz.,
those of the entered apprentice, the Fellow Craft and Master Mason,
including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch.” 2. Landm.,
467, 468. Articles of union 11. The union took place in 1813.

‘“ And he adds in a note : ¢ The Royal Arch is evidently, therefore,
to be considered a completion of the third degree, which indeed ap-
pears broken and imperfect without it, and originally was conferred
complete at one time, in the Grand Lodge only ; for private lodges
previous to the year 1725 were not authorized to raise a Master Mason.”
In the ancient rules of the Grand Lodge we find in Article X. that
“ Apprentices must be admitted Fellow Crafts and Masters only here
(Grand Lodge), unless by a dispensation from the Grand Master.’
It is uncertain when this division of this degree took place; but
there is presumptive evidence to prove that the Royal Arch was in-
stituted after the revival in 1717, and that it was in existence in the
year 1730. When the French imported Freemasonry from this coun-
try in 1725, the Master Mason’s Degree was evidently perfect ; for I
have before me a French floor cloth or tracing-board, which contains
the true Master’s Word, as it was used by the French of that period.”
(I. D. 468, N. 13.)

‘¢ Our brethren of the eighteenth century seldom advanced beyond
the first degree. Few were passed, and fewer still were raised to the
third. (2 Oliver’s Landmarks, 236, N. 75.)

‘“The Master’s Degree was then far less comprehensive than it is
at present. The third lecture consisted of only seven questions.
(I. D. N. 75-77.) The truth is considered by high authority to be
that the whole second or Elu part of degree was borrowed afterwards
from the Scottish Rite. .

¢ Lawrence Dermott claims to have proved the existence of the
Royal Arch Degree prior to 1744. There is certainly no authentic
proof of its existence much before that time. It was then conferred
only on actual Past Masters. Dermott, after some remarks on the
conduct of certain brothers who were dissatisfied at not having been
admitted to the Royal Arch, says, ‘To this I will add the opinion of
our Worshipful Drother, Dr. Fitfield D’Assigney, printed in the year
1744 : Some of the fraternity,’ says he, ‘ have expressed an uneasi-
ness at the Royal Arch being kept a secret from them, since they
have already passed through the usual degrees of probation; but I
cannot help being of opinion that they have no right to any such
benefit until they make a proper application, and are received with
due formality as having passed the chair, and given undeniable proofs
‘of their skill.” (2 Oliver’s Landmarks, 246, N. 3.)

¢ The Ruyal Order of Scotch Masonry takes no notice of the Scotch
Royal Arch Degrees, which are a mere sequel to the Master Mason’s De-
gree, and hence it is concluded that they were not in existence when
the Royal Order was established. (L. D., 14, N. 37.)

‘“The Master’s Degree in the early part of the last century was not
conferred indiscriminately as it is now. By the old charges it was
only necessary that a brother should be a Fellow Craft to he eligible
to the office of Warden or Master, and this degree qualified a
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noble brother for the Grand Mastership of England. Indeed no one
was called a Master Mason until he had become Master of his Lodge.
A Fellow Craft, and even an Entered Apprentice, could offer his opin-
ion in Grand Lodge, and consequently possessed a vote. A brother
could enjoly all the privileges of the Craft without being a Master
Mason. (I. D., 5, N. 6.)

‘“ When Chapters, independent of lodges, were first established, is a
different matter. Some authorities say that Chapters were first estab-
lished in America, in 1764 ; some say not until 1770 or 1777. Itis
certain that until 1797 there was no organization of Grand Chapters in
the United States. Prior to that time Chapters were held under the
authority of a Master’s warrant, although the consent of a neighbour-
in% Chapter was generally held expedient. In 1797 a convention of
delegates from several Chapters in the Northern States, held under
Masters’ warrants, met at Boston, denied the power of any Grand
Lodge to exercise authority over Royal Arch Masons, and declared it
expedient to establish a Grand Chapter ; and in 1798 one was accord-
ingly organized at Hartford.

‘“ The history of this is thus stated by the Committee on Foreign
Correspondence of the Grand Chapter ot New York, in their report in
February, 1853 :

¢“¢The jurisdictions which originally united in the formation of a
General Grand Chapter were New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Vermont and New York. According to our in-
formation of the subject, delegates from all the Chapters of these
States, except two or three, assembled in convention at Hartford on
the fourth Wednesday in January, 1798, and formed a constitution for
the government of Royal Arch Chapters and Lodges of Mark Masters,
Past Masters and Most Excellent Masters throughout the said States.’
This we believe to have been the first Graud Chapter constitutionally
adopted in the United States, except it may be the one adopted in
Pennsylvania nearly contemporaneously. Indeed, we have it upon
the authority of Grand Master Webb, that ¢ until the year 1797 no
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons was organized in America.
Previously to this })eriod a competent number of companions of that
degree, possessed of sufficient abilities, under the sanction of a Master’s
warrant, proceeded to exercise the rights and privileges of Royal
Arch Chapters whenever they thought it expedient and proper.’ (Pro-
ceedings N. Y. Grand Chapter, 75, 76).

¢“ We find nowhere any hint that the degrees of Royal and Select
Master were ever conferred in England, Scotland, or Ireland as pre-
paratory to that of Royal Arch. Certainly they never were conferred
in Lodges or in the Grand Lodge when the Royal Arch was conferred
there. If they were not then a part of, or preparatory to, that degree
how have they now become so ?

‘“ In the year 1828 the Grand Chapter of South Carolina received a
communication from the Grand Chapters of Maryland, suggesting the
propriety of the several Grand Chapters in the United States assuming
Jjurisdiction over the degrees of Royal and Select Master. The matter
was referred to a committee, who reported on the 26th of February,
1829, and their report was unanimously adopted by the Grand Chapter.

¢ That committee, after extensive and careful investigation, reported
that in February, 1783, Dr. Dalcho and many others received those
degrees in Charleston in the Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection, then
established in that city. That when the Grand Council of Princes of
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Jerusalem was established in Charleston on the 20th of February,
1788, Joseph Myers, one of the Deputy-Inspectors who established it,
deposited in the archives certified copies of the degrees of Royal and
Select Masters, from Berlin, in Prussia, to serve for the future guid-
ance and government of that new body. That from 1788 the Grand
Officers and Supreme Council of Inspectors-General at Charleston, had
been steadily in the habit of conferring these degrees; and in 1828
numbers of Councils of Select Masters were acting under their author-
ity in the Southern and Western States. The committee had seen and
perused the first copy of those degrees that ever came to America,and
old cupies of Charters that had %:en returned by Councils in States
where Grand Councils had been formed and ( harters obtained from
such Grand Councils. Andthecommittee reported that these degrees had
then been under a regular and independent Masonic protection and
authority for more than forty-six years, and were so circumstanced in the
United States at a period long prior to the establishment of Grand or
General Grand Royal Arch Chapters, or even of Chapters of Royal
Arch Masons in any part of the world ; and that the Grand Chapter of
South Carolina ought to avoid all collision with contemporary Masonic
jurisdictions regularly established and much longer in existence than
their own, and so reported a formal resolution (which the Grand Chap-
ter unanimously adopted) that it was ‘improper and inexpedient to
assume a jurisdiction ovcr the said degrees, and thus to interfere with
the rights and privileges of onr brethren in another and higher order
of Freemusonry.” (8. 0. and West Masonic Miscellany, 1853, p. p.
116 to 118.)

‘“The Royal Arch in England at this day is practised as a fourth
degree, and the possession of the Past Mastership is not, as it is in this
country, considered a necessary qualification for exaltation. Any wore
thy Master Mason is there considered eligible to receive the honours
of the Royal Arch. It is not there considered ¢ as essentially a degree
but the perfection for the third.” (I. D., 433. Freemason’s Quarterly
Review, 1843, p. 464.)

¢ In Ireland, the Royal Arch differs materially from the degree in
England and America. The system there consists of three degrees, the
Excellent, Super-Excellent and Royal Arch ; and the past Master’s
Degree is indispensable for exaltation.

‘¢ Neither in England nor in Irelsnd does the Royal Arch Degree
correspond with ours. In England, Ezra and Nehemiah are intro-
duced as the companions of the three principal officers, which is a sin-
gular anachronism. In Ireland the Excellent and Super-Excellent
refer to events connected with the legation of Moses, and the Royal
Arch to 2nd Chronicles, chapter xxxiv., and expressly to the 14th
verse: ‘ And when they brought out the money that wae brought into
the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the Priest found a Book of the Law of
the Lord given by Moses.” The date of the degree is therefore 624
B. C., or ninety years earlier than ours. (Mackey’s Lexicon, 434.)

¢¢ In Scotland the era of the Legion is the same as here, but the or-
ganization of the system is different. The Mark and Past Master,
which are called ¢ Chair-Master’s Degrees’, are indispensable qualifi-
cations, and after these candidates receive two others, Excellent and
Super-Excellent, as preparatory to the Royal Arch. Chapters in Scot-
land also confer on Royal Arch Masons the Degrees of Royal Ark
Mariners and Red Cross Knight, the latter receiving from them the
name of ¢ Babylonish Pass.” The Scotch Masons contend that the Royal
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Arch with its subsidiary degrees constitutes a part of Templar Masonry.
(L. D., 434, General Regulations for the Government of the Order of
Royal Arch Masons in Scotland, Edinburgh, 1845.)

‘“ Now the truth of these facts does not depend on hearsay or tradi-
tion. They are not to be denied, least of all by Masons, unless they
are willing to shake the foundations of the whole system. They are
stated by irreproachable Masons of the York Rite upon their own
personal knowledge. Of the illustrious brothers, Myers, Spitzer, and
Forst, the committee of the Grand Chapter of South Carolina said,
¢ the above named three respectable Brethren and Companions are and
have steadily been members and officers of the said Council of Princes
of Jerusalem. Their evidence, therefore, must be conclusive upon
these points.’

¢ The same committee (Royal Arch Masons, be it observed, and a
committee of a Royal Arch Chapter, enquiring into its own jurisdiction)
said of the brothers and Companions, Dr. F. Dalcho, Dr. Isaac Auld, .,
Dr. James Moultrie, senr., and Moses C. Levy, Esq., who received these
dagrees in Charleston in 1783, from the Sublime Grand Lodge of Per-
fection, ‘three of the above-named brothers are still living, venerable
for their years and warm attachment to the glorious cause of Freema-
sonry, and highly respected and esteemed for their standiny in the
community where they have so long honourably sojourned, and they
are still members of the same Sublime Body.’

‘¢ And within the knowledge of the committee itself, which had
made an  extensive and careful investigation,’ the Supreme Council
and its officers from its organization, had been steadily in the habit of
conferring these degrees as had its Grand Officers under its authority.
In 1829, many Councils were acting under their authority in the South-
ern and Western States ; and the committee had seen and examined
many old copies of charters issued by the Supreme Grand Council, and
returned when Grand Councils were formed.

¢ There is still further testimony to be adduced. The report to the
Grand Chapter, which we have quoted, was made by Companion
Moses Holbrook, its chairman, and unanimously adopted, the Grand
Chapter thus affirming the veracity of the Masonic witnesses whose
testimony was adduced. In 1830 the same Companion Holbrook was
Most Puissant Grand Commander of the Supreme Council of Sovereign
Grand Inspectors-General of the 38rd degrece for the Southern Juris-
diction of the United States.

¢¢¢“In February, A. I. 2383, the Most Excellent Grand High Priest
of the Grand Chapter of South Carolina, John H. Honour, who was
then and still is Most Puissant Grand Commander of the Supreme
Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors-General of the 33rd degree for
the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States at Charleston, stated in
his address to the Grand Chapter that he had in his possession a manu-
script copy of the Royal and Select Masters, in which there was a note
in the handwriting of Brother Holbrook, dated 15th March, 1830, in
these words :

¢¢ ¢ In Brother Snell’s book is written the following :

¢¢ ¢ Supreme Council Chamber, Charleston, S. C., 10th Feb., 1827.

‘¢TI hereby certify that the detached degrees, called Royal and
Select Master, or Select Masters of 27, were regularly given by the
Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection (No. 2 in the U. S. A ) establish-
ed by Brother Isaac Da Costa, in Charleston, in February, 1783, one
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of the original members of which, Most Illustrious Brother Moses C.
Levy, is still alive and a member of it to this day, without ceasing to
be so for a day. And further, that at the first establishment of a
Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem in Charleston, in February,
1788, by the Illustrious Deputy Inspectors-General Joseph Myers, B.
M. Spitzer and A. Forst, Brother Myers (who succeeded Brother Da
Costa after his decease) deposited a certitied copy of the degrees, from
Berlin, in Prussia, to be under the guidance and fostering protection of
the government of the above Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem.’

¢¢ ¢ Brother Myers shortly after this (20th February, 1788), resided
some time in Norfolk, Richmond and Baltimore previous to his remo-
val to Europe, and he communicated a knowledge of these degrees to
a number of brethren in these cities. The original copy is still in my
keeping ; and agreeably to the obligations of the same, and the Grand
constitutions governing those degrees, viz., Royal and Select Masters
of 27, it is correct and lawful to give them either to Sublime Masons
who have arrived to the Knights of the 9th Arch (13th), or to Com-
panions of the 3rd Arch (Royal Arch Masons).’

‘“ Now, as to these facts, we think we are entitled to say that, what-
ever opinion the profane may entertain as to this testimony, any Mason
who denies its truth or insinuates a doubt as to the facts thus testified to
by men who, to attain the 33rd degree, had to be Royal Arch Masons
and Knights Templar, takes particular pains to inform all the rest of
the world that no reliance can be placed upon any Masonic testimony,
but that a Mason, like some of the old fathers, holds it to be justifiable
‘to lie for the good of the church,” and so advises them to look upon
all Masonry as a mere fable and collection of old wives’ tales ; and that
in Masonry the stronger the testimony and the less the probability of
mistake the greater the lie.

¢“If we cannot believe Masons of the loftiest character and standing,
testifying to facts within their own knowledge, how are we to believe
tradition? Which of the legends in the York Rite has testimony as
good to support it ? Either this testimony is true, or all Masonry is
one hideous lie. The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the
Grand Chapter of Illinois says in its report, at the Convocation in Sep-
tember, A. I. 2382, that it does not know whence the Supreme Coun-
cils derive their exclusive authority, and would like to be informed.
And we now frankly ask that and all other Grand Chapters whether
they have any more authentic information as to any one single fact of
Masonic history or tradition than we have quoted as to the jurisdic-
tion over the Council degrees belonging of right to the Supreme
Councils.

¢¢ The Committee of Foreign Correspondence of Vermont says that it
can be proved that these degrees were conferred in this country prior
to 1783 ; that it has good authority for saying that as early as 1766 they
were conferred in the city of Albany, and that it is ¢ an opinion sus-
tained by strong authority ’ that at that time they came from France,
and not from Prussia. If they came from France, they did not come
from the York Rite. But we have no doubt they were so conferred
there. Sublime Lodge of Perfection No. 1 (that in Charleston being
No. 2) was the first Lodge of Perfection established in the United
States, and it was established at Albany prior to 1783. No doubt the
degrees were conferred by or under the authority of that Lodge.

‘‘ Let us explain in regard to these Lodges of Perfection and Coun-
cils of Princes of Jerusalem. A Lodge of Perfection is the lowest
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body in the Scotch Rite. It is composed of those who, having taken
the three symbolic degrees of the York Rite (which are indispensable
to the taking of any degree in the Scotch Rite, being numbered 1, 2,
and 3 in that Rite, though now never conferred there), have taken
the ineffable degrees, those numbered from 4 to 14 inclusive, being
eleven in number, and ending with ‘ Grand Elect Perfect and Sublime
Master,’ or ¢ Grand Ecossais de la Voute Sacrée de Jacques VI.,’ the
14th degree in the Scotch Rite, and the 20th in the Rite of Misraim.
It is the last of those ineffable degrees that refer to the first temple.
(’i‘ho presiding officers of a Lodge of Perfection must have the 16th
egree.

¢ The next two degrees, numbered 15 and 16, called ¢ Knights of
the East’ and ¢ Princes of Jerusalem,’ are conferred in a body called
a Council of Princes of Jerusalem ; then the 17th and 18th in a body
called a Chapter of Princes of Rose Croix ; and those from 19 to 32
inclusive in a Consistory of Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret.

¢ We can soon learn how it was that the Council degrees came about
1766 from France, and not from Prussia. In 1761, the lodges and
councils of the superior degrees being extended throughout Europe,
Frederic II. (or the Great), King of Prussia, as Grand Commander
of the Order of Princes of the Royal Secret, or 32nd degree, was by
general consent acknowledged and recognized as Sovereign and Su-
preme Head of the Scotch Rite. The Duke of Sundermania was his
Deputy in Sweden, and Louis of Bourbon in France.”




CHAPTER VIIL

THE ARKANSAS REPORT CONTINUED—STEPHEN MORIN’S WoRKk—THE
PROCERDINGS AT CHARLESTON—THE ACTION OF THE GRAND
CHAPTER OF MISSISSIPPI.

N the 26th of October, 1762, the Grand Masonic Consti-
¢ tutions were finally ratified in Berlin, and proclaimed
Y) for the government of all Masonic bodies working in
the Scotch Rite over the two hemispheres ; and iu the
same year they were transmitted to Stephen Morin,
who had been appointed in August, 1761, Inspector-
General for the New World by the Grand Consistory of Princes of the
Royal Secret, convened at Paris, under the presidency of Chaillon de
Joinville, representative of Frederic and Substitute-General of the
Order. It will be remembered that the thirty-third degree was not
then created ; and, under Frederic the Great, there was no rank
higher than the thirty-second, nor any body superior to a Consistory.

‘“ When Morin arrived in the West Indies, he, agreeably to his
patent, appointed M. Hayes a Deputy Inspector-General, with the
power of appointing others when necessary. It was under this autho-
rity, coming, it is trne, frum the Consistory at Paris, held by that
Consistory as the delegate and representative of Frederic the Great,
that the Lodges of Perfection in Albany and Charleston were estab-
lished, with authority to confer these detached degrees. By whom
the former Lodge was established we are not informed. The latter
was organized in 1783, by Isaac Da Costa, appointed by Hayes, Deputy
Inspector for South Carolina. After Da Costa’s death, Hayes appointed
Joseph Myers to succeed him,and also appointed Solomon Bush Deputy
Inspector for Pennsylvania, Berend M. Spitzer for Georgia, and A.
Forst for Virginia.

‘¢ Frederic, head of an Order extending through the principal
countries of Europe, feared that, at his death, dissensions would grow
up as to the succession to what was in fact the Masonic throne ; to
obviate which he created the 33rd degree, of Sovereign Grand Inspec-
tors-General, to be conferred only on nine persons in each nation, who
should form a Supreme Council, serve for life, and exercise in that
nation all the powers exercised by Frederic himself in his lifetime.
This degree is conferred only when a person is elected to the Supreme
Council, which happens when a vacancy occurs by death or otherwise ;
and it is never applied for. This Supreme authority was established
by Frederic in 1786, he then ratifying the Grand Constitutions of the
Supreme Councils of the 33rd degree, and vesting the Masonic prero-
gatives of Inspectors in the Supreme Councils established in each
nation. By special authority wo Councils wore afterwards allowed in
the United States alune.

D 49
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¢ On the 20th of February, 1788, a Council of Princes of Jerusalem
was opened in Charleston, by the three Deputy Inspectors for South
Carolina, Georgias, and Virginia. This continued to be the highest
body in America until 1801. In the meantime, John Mitchell and
Frederic Dalcho had become Sovereign Grand Inspectors-General, and,
on the 31st of May, 1801, they opened a Supreme Council in Char-
leston. In the course of two. years the wbole number of Inspectors-
General was completed. Upon the organization of this Council all
existing Lodges of Perfection and Councils of Princes of Jerusalem
fell of course under its jurisdiction. It succeeded to all the powers
of Frederic tho Great within the United States; and on the 5th of
August, 1813, a similar Council was established at New York—Ilately
removed to Boston—in accordance with the secret constitutions, by
Emanuel De La Motta, as the representative and by the authority of
the Supreme Council at Charleston ; and thus the Northern and South-
ern jurisdictions were severed.

¢“This is the account given by that most eminent Mason, Dr. Dalcho,
and other authentic authorities. It is avouched as true by Companion
Mackey, an Illustrious Royal Arch Mason ; by Companion John H.
Honour, M. E. Grand High Priest of South Carolina; and by the
Grand Chapter of that State.

** We should like to know what historical Masonic facts are better
established. We should be glad to know by what right any Mason de-
nies their truth ; thereby directly charging these lllustrious Compan-
ions with rank forgery and falsification of historical truth. And we em-
g}emtica.lly say, that if, to a Mason, these facts are not to be taken as

yond controversy established, nothing in Masonry is worthy of cre-
dence, and the whole fabric tumbles at once into melaucholy ruin. ‘He
who denies their truth strikes a blow at the vitals of the Order, for he
discredits and destroys the value of all Masonic testimony.

¢ We need only suggest on what very slender grounds many things
in the Royal Arch are taken as proven and established. Oliver says
that the Master Mason’s degree was complete as edrly as 1730, because .
he had seen a French floor-cloth; with the ineffable word upon it. The
degrees of the French and Scotch Rites are occupied, like ours, in find-
ing that word, and they do find it, as we do, in a secret place, and are
rewarded with it as we are. Of course it would be on French floor-
cloths ! It is enough to say that nine-tenths of our traditions and of
Oliver’s historical facts and landmarks, have not a tithe of the testi-
. mony to support them which is adduced in regard to the jurisdiction
of the Supreme Council over the Royal and select Master’s degrees.

*Thus it appears that while, up to 1797, there was no such thing
known as a Grand Chapter, nor any Chapter at all, except under autho-
rity of a Warrant from the Master of a Blue Lodge, the degrees of
Royal and Select Master came from France prior to 1783, as detached
degrees of the Scotch Rite ; the latter being, in point of fact, the Ecos-
sais or 5th degree of the French Rite, and a degree of the Rite of Per-
fection, conferred in the Scotch Rite as an auxiliary degree ; and that
from 1783, if not from 1766, they were conferred by Lodges of Perfec-
tion and Councils of Princes of Jerusalem, under authority of the Su-
preme head of the Scotch Rite ; to all whose powers in America, and
jurisdiction over them, and all other Lodges and Councils of that Rite,
the Supreme Council succeeded by plenary authority, in 1801. The pro-
fane, we say, may doubt as to these facts, but Masons cannot, without
virtual treason to the Order. What then can the later creation, the
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Royal Arch Chapters, have to do with these older and higher degrees
of a different Rite, and subject to a different jurisdiction ?

¢ Companion Mackey, of whom the most Excellent Grand High
Priest of Maryland, Companion B. B. French, a zealous advocate of
the jurisdiction of the Chapters over these degrees, says, in reference
to this identical question, that ‘ no man in this Union is more comps-
tent to give correct views on any Masonic subject than Brother Mac-
key.’ In another article which we find quoted in the report of the
Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chapter of Mis-
sissippi for 1853, says that the obligations of these degrees, as origin-
ally conferred, provided for a pledge of submission to the Supreme
Council of the 33rd degree ; that it was not until 1826 that any claim
to the jurisdiction was set up on behalf of Chapters or Grand Chap-
ters ; in which year the Grand Chapter of Maryland addressed a circu-
lar to the other Grand Chapters suggesting ¢the propriety of those
bodies assuming jurisdiction and authority over these degrees. It was
upon this circular that the report above quoted was made to the Grand
CEapter of South Carolina. Of this report, and a subsequent one to
the same effect, Companion Mackey says—and being Secretary-General
of the Supreme Council, he knows that of which he speaks—¢ there is
abundant evidence in the Archives of the Supreme Council, that the
historical facts detailed in the preceding report are correct. Thirty
years ago, a Council of Royal and Select Masons was inknown. The
degrees were entirely conferred by Inspectors- General, whose authority
for so doing was derived from a patent granted by a Supreme Council
of the 33rd. There are many old Masons now in the Southern and
Western as well as in the Northern States who received them from
Brother Barker, the accredited agent of the Supreme Grand Council,
whose seat of government is at Charleston. And indeed we think we
may safely say, as the report we have cited clearly implies, that the
Subordinate Councils now existing in the South and West were origi-
nally organized by Royal and Select Masters, who had received their de-
grees from, and owed allegiance to, the Supreme Council at Charleston.’

‘¢ Brother F. Dalcho, in the appendix to his ‘orations delivered in
the Sublime Grand Lodge,’ in the year 1847, says, ¢besides those de-
groes which are in regular succession, most of the Inspectors are in
possession of detailed—detached (?)—degrees, given in different parts
of the world, and which they generally communicate, free of expense,
to those brethren who are high enough to understand them.” Among
these he enumerates that of the Select Mason of 27, or the Select
Master.

 Brother Mackey declares that the Mark, Royal and Select were

_ originally honorary degrees of the Scottish Rite, as introduced into this
country by the possessors of that Rite ; that in 1802 the administrators
of the Scottish Rite granted a Warrant of Constitution for a Mark
Lodge in Charleston ; and that probably the York Rite is indebted to
Webb for the adoption of the Mark and Most Excellent Master's de-
gree. (So. & West. Mas. Misc. 1852, p. 290.)

‘¢ The system practised formerly, in France, by the Grand Orient,
consisted of only two Divisions, including seven degrees, the 5th of
which was the Ecossais—or Scotch Mason. This system, the French
Rite (Rite Frangais ou moderne) re-modelled in 1786, by the Grand
Orient, still consisted of seven degrees only, the Gth being Grand
Sootch elected (Grand Ecossais Elw). (2 Landmark 234, N. N. 66, 77.)
(Mackey’s Lexicon, 444, 167). With slight modifications, all these
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seven degrees formed part of the 25 degrees of the Rite of Perfection,
or of Heredom, established in 1754, by the Chevalier de Bonneville.

* Of this degree of Ecossais, that of Select Master is litile more
than a modification. (Mackey’s Lexicon 444, 1567.) The Supreme
Councils conferred, even recently, six auxiliary degrees, in addition to
what are considered the 33 legitimate degrees ; and the Ecossais was
perfectly within their jurisdiction, if they chose to confer it.

¢ 1t is perfectly certain that York Masonry knows nothing whatever
about the degrees of Royal and Select Master, any more than about
any other of the Elu degrees of the Scotch or French Rite or the Rite
of Misraim. Very many of those degrees are built on and connected
with the Master’s degree, explaining many things in it, and going into
minute and very interesting details ; yet no one has ever imagined
that, for that reason, they were necessarily parts of Ancient York
Masonry. :

¢ What title can Royal Arch Masonry set up to these degrees ? No-
body pretends that they were originally given in the Lodges, as pre-
paratory to, as part of, or after, the Royal Arch. Unless they came
from the Scotch Rite, no one knows their source or where they had
birth, any more than they can tell where the Mark degree came from.
We do not know of any evidence that they were conferred in England
at all, until very lately. Mackey and Oliver assert that they were not,
and that though Mark Masonry is practised in many of the English
Lodges or Chapters now, it is rather by the tolerance than the sanc-
tion of the Grand Lodge. (Lexicon 296. 2 Oliver's Landmarks 72.)

‘‘ The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chapter
of Mississippi, in January last, presented a very full statement of the
authorities and decisions on this question to the Grand Chapter, with-
out expressing any opinion of their own. They note, incidentally,
that the colour of the Royal and Select Masters is black, signifying
silence and secrecy, ¢ which are familiar words to the Ancient Craft
Mason.” It is hazardous to catch at slight and inconclusive circum-
stances like that, on which to base a claim to a degree, or establish a
historical fact. Those words are familiar to all Masons, of all Rites,
and the allusion to them in this connection will provoke a smile from
every one who has received the degrees of the Scotch Rite. The 4th
degree of that Rite is termed the Secret Master ; and in more than
one of the degrees the same words, and signs representing them, are
used.

¢ Brother Mitchell, late editor of the Signet, in St. Louis, whom
the Committee quote, discusses the subject in that periodical for De-
cember, 1852. He thinks that the Supreme Council ought not to claim
these degrees, because they are side degrees, and not included in the
published lists of the Degrees under their control. Do not the Chap-
ters claim them as side degrees ? Does any Chapter claim that they
are necessary pre-requisites to the taking of the Royal Arch; or a
necessary qualification to entitle to a seat in the Chapter, to be taken
after the Royal Arch? Does any Chepter require a Companion to
take them, nolens volens, or a visitor to have possession of them ? Is it
not merely optional with their members whether they will take them
at all ? Do the published lists of the degrees over which Cnapters
claim control include them ? The regular deprees of the Scotch Rite
are 33 ; but Oliver could have taught Brother Mitchell that the Su-
preme Councils also conferred at least six other auxiliary or derached
degrees. What surt of a degree was the Mark, what the Past Master,
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what the M. E. Master, before the Chapters assumed jurisdiction over
them ? Each one of them was a detached degree, precisely as those of
Royal and Select Masters were ; and nobody knows where at least two
of them came from, or who invented them ; except Scotch Masons.
B-other Mitchell thinks that it would not be generally recognized, if
the Grand Lodges were to assert jurisdiction over the dozens of side
degrees which are conferred on Master Masons or the Grand Chapter
over those conferred on Royal Arch Masons. Why not, if they are
Masonic degrees at all? It would be doing again preclsely what has
been done before, what is in fact, doing now. ‘What else is the process,
at present going on, of transmutmg the Order of Priesthood into a
regular degree ? What else was taking possession of the Past Master
degree ? The difference is, that the side degrees spoken of never were
conferred by a Lodge or Chapter, but by single Masons, or informal
collections of Masons ; while the degrees of Royal and Select Master
were conferred nearly a hundred years ago, and have ever since been
conferred, not only by authority of, but directly by the Sovereign
Bodies of Scotch Masonry.

¢ Bro. Mitchell says, ‘if the Supreme Grand Council never claimed
in this country to control the York Rite,’—we suppose he means the
three first degrees—* because it existed here indepondent before their
establishment, why should they observe a different rule as to the Royal
and Select Degrees, which also existed here prior to their advent from
Prussia?’ The Sapreme Councils have as perfect a right now to con-
fer the three first degrees, as they ever had, if they chose to exercise
it. They relinquished this undoubted nght for the sake of harmony,
and for the good of the Order. They can re-take it whenever they
choose. They did not relinquish it, ¢ because it existed here independ-
ent, before their establishment,’ if it is meant to say that they had no
right to confer the first degrees, because they already existed here in
the York Rite. We should now recognize a Master Mason, made in a
French Lodge under the Grand Orient, as a regular Mason.

¢ Nor do we know why the Supreme Councils are bound because they
have made one concession, for the sake of harmony, and the good of
the Order, to make another and another, as often as anybody sees fit
to insist upon it. Even if the degrees in question had existed here
prior to their advent from Prussia, that would affurd no reason why
they should surrender them. That assertion, however, is very far
from being correct. Nobody has ever been able to produce the slight-
est proof of it. The degrees came, it is true, directly from the Grand
Consistory at Paris, convened in 1761. But that Consistory was con-
vened by authority of the King of Prussia; and Chaillon De Joinville
presided as his deputy. We have looked in vain, among all the loose
and random assertions made in behalf of the Chapter-pretence to this
Jjurisdiction for any proof ; and we do trust that, if there be any such
proof, it will by-and-bye be furnished. What we want to see is evid-
ence that any body of men organized and working under the York
Rite, or any person under authority of any such body, ever conferred
these degrees until after 1801, or even prior.to 1826.

‘“ We have never seen any "other alleged basis for the clmm of the
Chapters than the fact that these degrees naturally belong to the
Royal Arch Degree, which is incomplete and imperfect without them,
they explaining what, in that degree is otherwise left in the dark. But
no one has ever been hardy enough to pretend that they have, in fact,
been carved out or cut away from that Degree ; or that when originally
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given in England as the completion of the Master’s degree, it was any
less imperfect than it is now ; or that it then included as a component
part of itself, these degrees or their equivalent.

¢ Bro. Moore, of Boston, says thaﬁioyul Arch Masonry dates from
the building of the second Temple—the Royal and Select l3egrees from
the completion of the first, ¢ which proves that the Select Degrees are
465 years older than the Royal Arch Degree ; and were instituted at
the completion of the first Temple.” The Committee on Foreign Cor-
respondence of Florida concur in this argument, and consider it as
settling the whole matter.

¢ We had imagined that at this day no intelligent Mason considered
the world or the fraternity so credulous as well as ignorant, that he
could venture to talk to them about any degree in Masonry having
been instituted at the period of building or completing the first Temple.
Except the three symbolic degrees, every Masonic writer admits that
no other degrees are ancient. Except them not a single degree can be
authentically traced back even to the commencement of the 18th cen-
tury. The argument of Brother Moore would equally prove that a
degree or two in Scotch Masonry were instituted before the flood.
Such absurd claims do incalculable injury to Masonry ; and make even
its just claims the subject of contempt and ridicule.

‘¢ After examining and discussing the report of the committee, the
Grand Chapter of Mississippi resolved :

¢¢ ¢ 1st—That in their opinion, these degrees constitute and form an
integral part of Ancient York Masonry.” No assertion could be more
entirely and completely baseless. Even if they were ¢ an integral part”
of the Royal Arch degree, that itself formed no part of Ancient York
Masonry, but is wholly modern; and no well informed writer on Ma-
sonry pretends to assert the contrary; and besides these degrees never
constituted a part of that degree. The rash opinion so ventured by the
Grand Chapter of Mississippi, is declared by them to be founded ¢ on
internal evidence, contained in the body of Ancient York Masonry, and
the circumstantial testimony, which the said degrees afford of their
ancient origin,’ because they illustrate the mystery of Ancient Craft
Masonry, and without them the Masonic edifice is incomplete.

* That is exceedingly dangerous ground on which to stand. The
same ‘internal evidence’ in Ancient Craft Masonry, and the same
¢ circumstantial testimony of ancient origin,’ in the body of the degrees
themselves exist just as amply in all the degrees of the Scotch Rite,
from the 4th to the 14th inclusive, and even higher. They all ¢illus-
trate the mysteries of Ancient Craft Mason‘;y ;’ and without them the
degrees of the York Rite are incomplete. hy, they were all framed
for that purpose and reason! They are all known to be modern. We
all know that the degrees of Royal and Select Masters, and all the
Chapter degrees are modern. If the Chapters and Lodges are to lay
violent hands on all the degrees which are illustrative of the Blue and
Royal Arch Degrees, they will have some hundred or more in their
treasury.

¢ The Grand Chapter of Mississippi also-resolves, that the degree
of Ecossais or Scotch Master, in the French or Scotch Rite, was bor-
rowed from Ancient Freemasonry. It is true, as they say, that the
French and Scotch Rites are of comparatively modern origin, and that
the foundations of both rest on the three symbolic degrees which be-
long to Ancient Craft Masonry, and were obtained from thence, and
incorporated into the French and Scotch Rites.
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- ‘“Those three degrees were the only original and ancient degrees.
They constitute the whole body of Ancient Freemasonry. Nobod
denies that, at this day, when Masonry began to spread abroad in the
18th century, every nation in which it obtained a footing, practised
those three degrees, which were the common property of all. On this
common foundation, each nation, fond of change, variety, show, mystery
and rank, proceeded to build up other degrees; inventors of which
multiplied rapidly everywhere. Some eight hundred such degrees in
all were invented. Many of them were amplifications, sub-divisions,
explanations, or illustrations of the third or Master’s Degree. The
Masons of the York Rite were far more discreet than their brethren in
Scotland and on the continent ; for while hundreds of degrees were
invented there, both Rites and degrees being multiplied so rapidly that
one could scarcely take account of them as they rose, the English Ma-
sons contented themselves with inventing the Royal Arch Degree ; at
which it is to be regretted that York Masonry did not stop short. The
progress of invention and appropriation has been more extensive in our
own country. The Mark, the Past, the Most Excellent and the Order
of High Priesthood have been engrafted on the York stock, and they
have become or are becoming an integral part of it. Let us put our
title to them on the right ground. They are ours, jure inventionts. The
Encampment Degrees were invented, and though not made a part of
York Masonry, they have affiliated with it. The Council Degrees were
not borrowed from Ancient - York Masonry. They were invented, like
the ineffable degrees, as additions to the three primary degrees, not by
York Masons, but by the French, or the Scots, who framed so many
other degrees, when driven to France, after the English Revolution
had destroyed the monarchy.

‘“ Many Rites flourished awhile, and died. The French and Scotch
Rites reduced the degrees practised by their votaries, the former to
seven, the latter to thirty-three, and some auxiliary degrees. By com-
mon consent it became Masonic law, that the three first degrees were
the joint property of all, but the others the peculiar property of the
inventors. Royal Arch Masonry separated itself from Blue Masonry,
organized itself, invented three new degrees, and commenced an inde-
pendent existence. The Royal and Select Masters formed themselves
into Councils, and after a time they too organized themselves into
Grand Councils and claimed an independent existence. The Supreme
Council did not deny the right, but simply retained their original right
to confer the degrees, and charter Councils in States where no Grand
Councils have been organized.

¢ The Councils had certainly the same right to establish a separate
and independent organization as the Charters had. 1f the Grand
Chapters of the General Grand Chapter are desirous of indulging in
the invention of new degrees, we do not know that. any Masons of
another jurisdiction have any right to object. If they even choose to
borrow and undertake to confer the degrees of Royal and Select Mas-
ter, or those of Prince of Libanus and Patriarch Noachite, or the
whole Rite of Misraim, and their constituents agree to it, all that can
be said will be, that the comity which Masonic international law
recognizes forbids that encroachment on another jurisdiction ; but
that if they choose to violate this comity, there is no power anywhere
to hinder it. The Grand Lodge may in like manner take to conferring
the Chapter Degrees ; and the Council may seize upon the Encamp-
ment Degrees on the one hand, and the Chapter Degrees on the other.
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‘Comity, the foundation of the law of nations, alone keeps up the lines
of jurisdiction.

“One thing, of course, is clear : that a Council would no more
recognize a Royal and Select Master, made in a Chapter, than a Chap-
ter would recognize a Rnoyal Arch Mason made in a Council or a Con-
sistory of the Scotch Rite. No Masonic power or authority can oust
the Grand, Subordinate or Supreme Councils of their jurisdiction,
unless they choose to surrender it—which it is very certain they will
not do. :

¢“If the General Grand or Grand Chapters must have these degrees,
it will be far better and more straightforward to do so as an act justi-
fied by necessity, and not on any pretence of title. For it seems to
your Committee, that, as has been said by very high authority, ¢ the

roposition to give the jurisdiction of Councils of Royal and Select
giuteru to Grand Chapters embraces one of the greatest Masonic
absurdities which could, by any possibility, be presented to the mind.’

It was well stated by the Grand High Priest of Michigan, in his
address to the Grand Chapter of that State, in January last, that the
degrees of Royal and Select Master could not properly be conferred
on any one until he had received the Royal Arch ; and that no Grand
Chapter pretends to know what is transacted in any assemblage of
Masons above the Royal Arch. H)w, then, could they assume juris-
diction over that which they do not possess? And he pertinently says,
¢ Let us for one moment suppose a case—which is not very improbable—
that this Grand Chapter elect a Grand and Deputy Grand High Priest,
neither of whom is possessed of the Council Degrees. During their
administration, application is made to one or the other for a Dispensa-
tion or Charter —as the case may be—to form a Council within our
jurisdiction. Who is going to instal the officers of the new Council,
as is required by the Constitution ? The officers of the Grand Chapter 1
Clearly not. Although they have given them life, they cannot pene-
trate their Council chamber to set them in motion or give them in-
struction. Again, suppose one of their members should, for some
misdemeanour peculiarly applicable to those degrees, be tried and ex-
pelled. He appeals to this Grand Chapter, it being the only superior
tribunal. How are we to know whether he has violated any of his
engagements in the Council or not 7 And how can we judge between the
accusers and the accused, not knowing anything about the Degrees?’
(8. & W. Mas. Misc., Vol. 1V., p. 189). ¢ And suppose that this Grand
Chapter declares that it authorizes the Subordinate Chapters to confer
the Council Dogrees. It must direct whether they shall be conferred
before or after the Royal Arch. If befcre, as it seems to be the notion
of some Chapters that they should, will the Grand Chapter declare
that they shall be a necessary pre-requisite to the degree of Royal
Arch? If so, here is a clear innovation ; for it never has been held
anywhere that they must necessarily be so taken. Besides, this would
at once impose on every member of the Grand Chapter the necessity
of obtaining the degree that he might be competent to decide questions

ising in regard to them. Suppose a particular Companion, member
3 the Grand Chapter when this new law is enacted, even the Grand
Master himself, declines to obtain them, how will you compel him to
do so? And how will you manage if he does not do so ! On the other
hand, if they are not made pre-requisites, though to be taken before,
if at all, and if it is left optional with each person to take them or not,
before receiving the Royal Arch, they become mere honorary side de-
grees, like the Mediterranean Pass.’
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“If the Grand Chapter enacts that they shall be taken after the
Royal Arch, then they are higher degrees, and you disqualify every
ggmpanion who does not take them to sit in a Grand or Subordinate

apter.

¢“The M. E. Grand High Priest of Vermont declared, in his address
to the Grand Chapter of that State, in May last, that the General Grand
Chapter had no jurisdiction but what its Constitution gave it ; and said
that, as its Counstitution never gave it ¢ any jurisdiction over Councils of
Royal and Select Masters, it has no right to assume them to be subject
to its jurisdiction, or to tell them what they shall or shall not do.
Those degrees,” he said, ‘are older on this side of the Atlantic than
the General Grand Chapter ; their inherent rights are as perfect as any
which belong to Royal Arch Masons ; and a State Grand Council has
just as much right to assert power over a Royal Arch Chapter of a
btate as the G. G. Chapter has to assert it over a Council. Therights
are every way equal. The Councils were not under Royal Arch author-
ity when the G. G. Chapter was formed ; they have never been so
since and never can be so, legitimately and Masonically, but by their
own free consent.” The very learned officer whose address we are
noticing, does not, however, recognize the power of the Supreme Coun-
cils over these degrees, nor think that they ought to pass under the
jurisdiction of those Supreme Bodies ; they being, he says, so far as
he is informed, wholly modern.

¢ As it is undoubtedly the fact that Royal Arch Masonry, as a sys-
tem, or even as a single degree, is considerably more modern than the
first Supr me Councils under Frederic the Great, or Lodges of Per-
fection in America ; and the Chapter Degrees altogether more modern
than the degrees of the Scotch and French Rite, we might as well
cense to base any claim to these degrees on our superior antiquity. We
imagine that the Royal and Select Masters’ degrees had been conferred
in the Scotch jurisdiction fifty years before any Chapter ever thought
of conferring them. About 1822 a person, under authority from
Jeremy L. Cross, was travelling through the Southern States,
peddling and sblling these degrees and charters, as a money-making
specuflation ; without, as the Committee of the Grand Chapter of South
Carolina assert, ‘ having himself received a knowledge of the character-
istic marks and tokens which distinguish one degree from another, and
evidently ignorant of the subject ’ he was trying to teach. In some
such way, no doubt, an imperfect knowledge of these degrees reached
the Chapters ; for it is certainly true that in some Chapters where they
are pretended to be conferred, one of the degrees is altogether reversed
and its whole character changed, and the other given in a most imper-
fuct and bungling manner.

*“The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chapter
of Illinois, at its Convocation in September, 1852, very forcibly said :

¢¢ ¢ Certain it is that the State Grand Councils, and the Councils
holding under them, and the 33rd, never will acknowledge, either
directly or indirectly, the authority of the General or State Grand
Chapters over these beautiful and indispensable degrees. With just
as much reason can the fellow Craft capture the Mark, and make it
part of itself—can the Master’s Dogree capture the Mark, Royal Arch,
Royal, and Select Master’s, one and all, make them, with itself, one
huge but splendid Degree, as for the Royal Arch to reduce the Coun-
cil Degrees to its jurisdiction. The degrees of Master and Royal Arch,
a8 well as the degrees of Master and Select, have much more intimate
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connection with, and reference to, each other, than the Degrees of
Royal Arch and Select. Losing, finding, place and why, are different
ideas ; and yet may all, and generally do, have a most intimate con-
nection with each other. Nothing is more to be deprecated in Masonry
than conflict of jurisdiction. There ought to be one common level.’

“In the conclusion of that Committee, however, that the State
Grand Councils are the source of authority, this Committee does not
concur. They are creations of the Subordinate Councils, invested
with a delegated power. It is true that they act independently of the
Supreme Council, precisely as State Grand Lodges become independ-
ent of the Grand Lodge from which their Subordinates originally pro-
cured their charters. But it remains not the less true that the Degrees
came from the Scotch Rite, of which the Supreme Councils are, each
within its jurisdiction, the undisputed head.

“The Grand Chapter of Kentucky holds that the General Grand
Chapter has no power to decide whether the Royal and Select Master’s
Degrees are constitutional or otherwise ; as they come properly after,
and are above,;the Royal Arch, and properly belong to separately organ-
ized Councils.

¢ The Grand Chapter of Missouri considers that the Grand Chapters
can have no actual, practical jurisdiction over Councils of Royal and
Select Masters ; and has withdrawn the jurisdiction from its own Sub-
ordinates. The Grand Chapter of Illinois has done the same.

‘“ The Grand Chapter of Mississippi, in January, 1852, passed a
resolution, advising all Royal Arch Masons within its jurisdiction not
to receive the Council Degrees, except from a legally constituted
Council.

‘‘ Virginia and Wisconsin consider that these Degrees are properly
located in Royal Arch Chapters, and under the Most Excellent Masters’
Degree. Let them be once thus got possession of, and in a short time
the Lodges and Chapters will be parcelling out the ineffable degrees of
the Scotch Rite, scattering them about in those places, between the
different existing degrees, where they, too, on grounds and for reasons
just as strong, *are properly located.’

¢¢ The Grand Chapter of Maryland has resolved, that the General
Grand Chapter ought to assume the jurisdiction of the Degrees of Royal
and Select Masters, affirm that the properly and legitimately belong to
every Chapter, and direct that they should be conferred therein.

‘¢ The merits of the claim of Chapter Masonry, or, as we may more
properly call it, the Royal Arch Rite, to the Council Degrees can be
condensed into a few words. They explain the Royal Arch Degree, by
making actual fact of what the Royal Arch Mason only conjectures.
They would add to, embellish, round off and perfect the Royal Arch
Defree ;3 wherefore the Arch Rite says to the Scotch Rite, ¢ You have,
and we want; yield up, or we take by force.” It is merely the re-asser-
tion, in a new shape, of the old reiver law, older than the harrying of
cattle over the Scotch border, that

¢ ¢ He shall take that hath the power,
And he shall keep that can.’

“ The precedent once more set,—it was set when the Past Master’s
Dagree was captured,—it will not be long in being followed. Scotch
Masonry, finding that the lines between different jurisdictions, settled
and defined by prescription, which is the foundation of Masonic law at
well as of all other law, are no longer regarded, will revive her right to
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the three first degrees. The York Rite or Master Mason’s will re-cap-
ture the Royal Arch Degree ; the completion and at its inception a part
of the Master’s Degree; and make the Mark Master, what he originally
was, the Master of a Lodge of fellow Crafts ; and at the same time to
make the Master’s Degree totus teres atque rotundus; the Masters will
take also the Degrees of Royal and Select Master, to which they have,
as far as the argument goes, a greatly stronger claim that the Chapters.
The Master’s Degree, and the Royal and Select Master’s Degree, like
the Select and Past Master’s Degree, relate to one and the same period.
In the meantime, the Councils will not be idle ; but, reversing the argu-
ment, may claim that the Royal Arch is the completion of the Select
Master, as finding comes after losing, and so seizing upon this spoil,
and perhaps harrying the borders of the Scotch Rite slightly, and pick-
ing up a few ¢ unconsidered trifles’ there, in the way of degrees that
will do to fit in, they also may create a system or Rite.

¢ Is it not obvious that confusion worse confounded will be the re-
sult 7 an utter annihilation of every thing like boundaries of jurisdic-
tion, an internecine war, ending in the total destruction of Masonry
itself ? Will it be said that no such results will follow ? Surely, Royal
Arch Masonry has no Charter of special monopoly allowing her, alone
of all Masonic authorities and systems, to indulge in the luxury of .
spoliation of her neighbours, by forays into their territory 7 The evil
will not stop with one acquisition or annexation. What conquerer ever
stotfped at a single province? The domain of Scotch Masonry is wide
and fertile. There are several of its Degrees that will be found as
tempting as those of Royal and Select Master—as necessary, if not
more necessary, to complete the Master’s Degree and the Royal Arch ;
and the conscience becomes more easily satisfied by every additional
process of ¢ appropriation,’

‘‘ We speak, and we intend to speak, frankly, plainly, and strongly,
and yet respectfully and kindly, upon this subject. The process hereto-
fore had been to split up and sub-divide, and this process created Royal
Arch Masonry and Council Masonry. All the Chapter Degrees have
been so split off. Now it is proposed to reverse the process ; and to
cond;snue. What is to be become of Royal Arch Masonry in that pro-
cess

“ Time has created these distinct organizations. The York Rite has
seen Chapter Masonry secede from it, organize, and set up for itself.
The Supreme Councils have seen the Royal and Select Masters estab-
lish Grand Councils, and decline allegiance to the power whence they
derived their existence. Many years since, the same process was going
on, Masonry divided itself into different Rites and jurisdictions, each
with its own train of Degrees, as people organize themselves into poli-
tical communities. Time has confirmed each in its respective posses-
sions, and prescription has ripened possession into title. It has.
become Masonic law, if there is any such thing as Masonic law, that it
is clandestine and un-Masonic to invade another jurisdiction, or inter-
meddle with degrees to which such other jurisdiction has either origina}
title, or long-continued possession. No one encroaches on Royal Arch
Masonry. The borders of her jurisdiction are at peace. She has to
build no forts and man no walls to keep off any invader. Why then
should she put forth her hand to take that which is not hers ? She is.
even now engaged in a work of restitution, in yielding up the Past
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Master’s Degree to the Grand Lodge. * Thou shalt not covet anything
that is thy neighbour’s. Cursed is he that removeth his neighbour’s
landmark.’

¢ As Royal Arch Masons, we deny that the General Grand Chapter,
or any other inferior Royal Arch authority, has, under the powers
derived from its constituency, any right or constitutional power to
invent a new Degree, or to borrow from any other Rite or jurisdiction
an existing Dogree, and make it a component part of Royal Arch
Masonry ; and we hold that any such action would be utterly void for
such ‘want of power ; and that no Royal Arch Mason would be bound,
by his obligation or otherwise, to pay the least regard or attention to
any such legislation ; but, on the contrary, be imperatively bound by
his allegiance to Masonic law to set it wholly at nought.

¢ And, as the members in Masonry in general, we declare that the
whole constituency of the General Grand Chapter—the whole Royal
Arch Fraternity, have no right or power to despoil another long-estab-
lished jurisdiction of degrees that belong to it; and that no such
action would be binding on any Mason in the world ; that such an
attempt would be peculiarly dangerous to Royal Arch Masonry itself,
inasmuch as its own existence as a separate jurisdiction dates only
from 1798, and depends upon the same law of prescription that pro-
tects its sister jurisdictions. Time, which made the Mark and Most
Excellent Master, and even the Royal Arch, regular degrees, from
side or auxiliary degrees, or modifications of such, which they were
originally, has done the same service for the Royal and Select Master.
The same great physician that has cured the original illegality of the
Royal Arch organization, making of successful revolt, revolution and
independence, has done the same thing for the Councils and Grand
Councils.

‘“ Whatever may be the action of one, or all of the Grand Chapters,
or of the General Grand Chapter itself, all Regular Council Masons,
and we among the number, will ever regard those who receive the
degrees of Royal and Select Master in a Chapter as clandestine until
they are healed. We shall never be present when those degrees are
conferred in a Chapter ; and in all respects, all Council Masons will,
under all circumstances and at all hazards, preserve their allegiance to
the Grand or Supreme Council to which it of right belongs.

‘¢ Since the preceding portion of this report was prepared, and while
it is passing through the press, we have received with the proceedings
of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky the decision of the General Grand
Chapter, upon this question—confirming, as will be seen, our views
upon it, and authoritatively sustaining our conclusions.

‘“The decision of the General Grand Chapter is as follows :

¢ ¢In the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States
of America, held in the City of Lexington, on the 16th day of Sep-
tember, A.D., 18563—

¢¢ ¢ The following resolutions, recommended by the report of Compan-
ions John A. Lewis, jr., of New York, E. A. Raymond, of Massachu-
setts, J. A. D. Joslin, of New Jersey, P. C. Tucker, of Vermont, and
A. P. Pfister, of Alabama, were read and adopted, viz : .

‘¢ ‘ Resolved—That this General Grand Chapter, and the governing
bodies of Royal Arch Masonry, affiliated with, and holding jurisdic-

tion under it, have no rightful jurisdiction or control over the Degrees
of Royal and Select Master.
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¢¢ ¢ Resolved—That this General Grand Chapter will hereafter enter-
tain no question or matter growing out of the government or working
of these degrees, while in their present position.’

*“To this authoritative decision we merely add, that we do not
regret the labour which the investigation of this question, and the
preparation of this report, has cost us—although, if it had been known
in time, both would have been spared us. For that decision being
tnaccompanied with the reasons and facts on which it is based, it will
still be interesting to the Companions of this jurisdiction to under-
stand the question for themselves, and to know the history of these
degrees, that they may yield a readier assent to the decision, when

furnished with the means of determining for themselves that it is
correct.”




CHAPTER IX.

Tne AcTION OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA—AN ELABORATE
AND EXHAUSTINE REPORT EMBRACING A History or THE DE-
GREES AND VALUABLE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CRYPTIO RITE.

AS far back as 1847, the Cryptic system occupied
the attention of Royal Arch Masons in Florida,
and by the action of the Grand Chapter of that

<> State, the authorization to Subordinate Chap-
~ ters to confer the Royal and Select degrees created an oppo-
sition that led to a very interesting correspondence, which
appeared as an appendix to the annual printed report of the
Grand Chapter of Florida. This important matter is as
follows, styled in the report

¢ Tae DEFeNcE oF M. E. Harry R. TavLor, H. P, oF MaGNoOLIA
CHAPTER, No. 16.”

¢“On the 1lth day of January, 1847, the delegates from Florida
Royal Arch Chapter, No. 32, under Chapter from the Grand of Vir-
inia, Magnolia Chapter, No. 16, under the same authority, and Florida
yal Arch Chapter, No. 4, under Charter from the Grand Chap-
ter of South Carolina, assembled in convention at Tallahassee, formed
and adopted a Constitution, and organizsd a Grand Chapter for the
State of Florida. To the Constitution then and there formed, the
delegate from Magnolia Chapter assented, until after the order for en-
rolment, when another article (the 7th),* was added, to which he did
not assent, because it auhorized the conferring of the Royal and Select
degrees in R. A. Chapters. After the adjournment of the Convention,
the Grand Chapter commenced its session by an installation of its
officers. At a subsequent meeting a resolution wasintroduced, requir-
ing subordinate Chapters to confer the Royal and Select degrees before
that of M. E. Master.t This resolution was also opp by our re-
presentative.
¢ From the Grand Chapter thus formed (without the assent of the
three Chapters represented in Convention, and without any confirma-
tion of its acts by the Subordinate Chapters who had sent delegates
there), a Charter was sent to Magnolia Chapter, authorizing it ¢ to
confer the Mark Master, Past Master, Royal Master, Sclect Master,
Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch degrees,’ accompanied with a
dispensation from the M. E. Grand High Priest to the High Priest of
Magnolia Chapter, to confer the degrees of Royal and Select Masters
upon such Royal Arch Masons of his Chapter as had not received

* See note A. + See note A.
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them, until a sufficient number shoull have received them to consti-
tute a Council, after which they should be conferred in a regular
Couucil in the Chapter. The authority thus tendered was rejected by .
the H. P. of Magnolia Chapter, for himself, as well as by the Chapter
in its own behalf, and due notice transmitted to the M. E. G. High
Priest of the rejection.

¢ At the time appointed for the Annual Convocation of the Grand
Chapter (January 17, 1848), the Chapters before named, with the ex-
ception of Magnolia Chapter, again met, and to constitute a quorum
for business, a Chapter, chartered by the Grand Chapter of Florida at
its first session, war admitted. At this session, the action of Magnolia
Chapter was referred to the Committee on Proposition and Grievances,
who reported a preamble and resolutions.} Copies of the proceedings
being sent to Magnolia Chapter, a circular was thereupon addressed
by the H. P. of that Chapter to several of the Grand Chapters, as well
as many eminent Masons individually in their States, requesting such
information on the subject of the Royal and Select degrees as it might
be in their power to furnish, determining, in his love for the institu-
tion, not to mar the harmony which had ever before characterized her
proceedings in Florida, by an apparently obstinate maintenance of
opinions, but waiving the right of the G. C. of Florida to require the
attendance of its Chapter at its next Annual Convocation, to obey that
summons, and with all peaceful efforts endeavour to heal the breach
8o unfortunately created.

¢ Furnished wich such evidence as he had been enabled to procure,
and accompanied by one of the Companions of his Chapter (Companion
Samuel Benezet), the H. P. of Magnolia Chapter attended the Convo-
cation of the Grand Chapter at Tallahassee, and submitted the follow-
ing defence of the position of his Chapter :

¢¢ Magnolia Chapter has heretofore refused to acknowledge the au-
thority of the Grand Chapter of Florida, or to accept a Charter from
that body, under a conviction that the Charter tendered conveyed
authority not within the powor of that body to grant. That the 7th
article of the Constitution (see note A.), together with the order of the
G. C. at its first session (note A.), defining the action of subordinate
Chapters in relation to the Royal and Select degrees, was an innova-
tion on the established usages of R. A. Masonry, and an assumption
of control over degrees rightfully belonging to a separate and distinct
jurisdiction. By the action of the G. C. of Florida, as well as from
the correspondence .of the M. E. D. G. High Priest, it is apparent
that the previous actions of Maryland and Virginia Grand Chapters,
and particularly the latter, have been relied on as furnishing ample
justification for the course pursued by this Grand Chapter ; and as
their correctness or incorrectness must have an important bearing
upon the subject we will first examine the proceedings of Virginia
(which also embrace those of Maryland), as they have at various
times been published and submitted to the several Grand Chapters in
the United States.

¢“ The degrees of Royal and Select Master were introduced into Vir-
ginia as early as 1817 or 1818. From that time until 1841 they
remained in the control of Councils, established independent of R. A.
Masonry. About this time the discovery seems to have been made

1 See note B.
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that the degrees of Royal and Select Master had been illegally intro-
duced into Virginia, and by a simultaneous movement the Grand
- Councils of Virginia solemnly surrendered them to the Grand Chapter,
which has since exercised entire control over them. How, then, we
ask, did the surrender by an illegal body make legal the degrees in
the keeping of the Grand Chapter of Virginia ?

*“One of the reasons assigned by Virginia is, that the Grand Chapter
of Maryland, in 1824, had pursued a similar course, and in 1827 had
recommended the same to her sister Grand Chapters. Here is an in-
tervening period of fourteen years from the action of Maryland, one
of the nearest neighbours of Virginia, and with whom, from such
proximity, it would naturally be supposed the most intimate and fra-
ternal intercourse would exist, during which Virginia remained un-
affected by the changes in her sister Grand Chapter, and unconvinced
by the arguments she then put forth.* Once embarked in the cause,
however, Virginia became much more zealous than Maryland had been,
and to effect a similar action on the part of all other Grand Chapters
in relation to these degrees no effort on her part has at any time been
withheld. The Grand Council surrendered the degrees in 1841 to the
Grand Chapter of Virginia, which thereupon ordered them to be given
in subordinate Chapters immediately preceding the degree of Most
Excellent Master,t while in Maryland they were made to follow that
degree; and precede the Royal Arch Degree. In 1842 the Grand
Chapter of Virginiaresolved, * That in the opinion of this Grand Chap-
ter the degrees, as now ordered to be conferred, are in strict conformity
with the ancient customs of the Fraternity,’ and by resolution at the
same time offered and adopted, all subordinate Chapters were required
to conform thereto.

*¢ This action in 1842 was caused by Companions in Wheeling who
made ° certain statements,’ &c. What those statements were we have
not the Proceedings of 1842 to show, but have no doubt, from the tone
and language of the resolutions, it was a refusal on their part to adopt
the new arrangement. [n 1845 the subject was again before the Grand
Chapter of Virginia.1 We give the ¢ proposition’ on which their action
was then based : ‘Does the unauthorized establishment of bodies of
Masons, to confer degrees which properly belong to degrees already
organized under proper charters, justify the continuance of the abuse
after the illegality is discovered ?’ Here is the assumption repeated
that these degrees of right belonged to the Chapter, and in support of
this position and the opinions subsequently advanced, the Committee
of Foreign Correspondence give & summary history of the Select
Degree,§ embracing the action of the General Grand Chapter of the
United States and of the Grand Chapter of Maryland. From the state-
ments of the Committee following this history, it is evident no recourse
was had to any documentary evidence, or, in fact, to any evidence
beyond that to be derived from individual members of the Institution
in Maryland ; and yet they assert their belief that ¢ they are in posses-
sion of all the light which properly belongs to the Temple!’ Had
they but examined the records of the General Grand Chapter, or those
of the Grand Chapter of Maryland, we think they would have sought
more light before publishing such a history to the world.

# Circular of 1827. Note C. + Note C. Proceedings of 1845.
1 Note C. § Note C.
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¢¢ Again, in 1847, the Grand Chapter of Virginia reviewed the action
of the Grand Chapter of Connecticut on this subject, and with many
regrets for their blindness, reiterate their opinion that the degrees of
Royal and Select Master of right belong to Royal Arch Masonry and
to no other independent body, and recall the attention of the Grand
Chapter of Connecticut to the report of the Committee in 1845, and in
connection with it they, in their published Proceedings, give also the
report of the Maryland Committee in 1827,* in which we can discover
no evidence to sustain the position of the Grand Chapter of Virginia.
The Maryland report simply admits the existence of the degree, ¢ under
the authority of a distinguished chief’ in that State for many years,
without the recognizance of the Grand Chapter, and the report fur-
nishes no evidence that any authority was ever delegated to that Grand
Chapter to exercise authority over it, or that of the Royal Master’s
Degree—for if such had been the fact it would have been so stated in
lieu of the reasons given by the Committee, viz. : ‘the necessity of
them as preparatory to, and elucidatory of, that of the Royal Arch ;’
for which reasons they were ¢ formally recognized,” &c. Without such
authority, legally derived, any action respecting them on the part of
the Grand Chapter of Maryland, either in her exercise of control over
them, or over the conduct of any individuals in the use or propagation
of them elsewhere, or even within the compass of her own jurisdiction
as a Grand Chapter, would in itself be null and void. Virginia asserts,
in her history of Select Master, that it was introduced into this coun-
try by M. E. P, Eckel, but there is apparently no effort on her part
to show whence he derived his authority, or even that he was legally
empowered to confer them ; all of which, and much more of valuable
and correct information, on the subject of those degrees, might have
been obtained by application properly directed, had less reliance been
placed on the philosophy, history, and chronological arrangement of
the degree of Select Master, to support their position in regard to it.

‘“ We find, on examination of their proceedings that several of the
Grand Chapters in the United States have had the subject under con-
sideration, and their final decisions have been adverse to the change
proposed by Virginia, and an adherence to the order and number of
Chapter degrees, as arranged by the General Grand Chapter of the
United States, and as practised by Virginia herself (though not a mem-
ber of that body) until 1841, We have the authority of Florida Royal
Arch Chapter, No. 32 (at that time one of the members of her own
houneholdg, to show that the proceedings of the Grand Chapter were
not approved by all the Subordinate Chapters over which she exercised
jurisdiction.t That though her recommendations were adopted to
some extent, yet what they regarded as essential and specially enjoined
upon all, was even in this very hall virtually rejected.

‘“ Having examined the evidence adduced by Virginia Grand Chap-
ter in support of her position, we now introduce such other testimony
as we have been able to obtain in relation to the history and introduc-
tion of the Royal and Select degrees into this country. We would
first call attention ta the April number of the Free Masuns’ Monthly
Magazine for 1847.1 The writer expresses his belief that these degrees

# See note C.

+ Article 4 of Rules and Regulations for the government of the Council of
Royal and Select Masters, attached to and under the jurisdiction of Florida
Royal Arch Chapter, No. 32, adopted January 5th, 1846 ‘‘The degrees of
Royal and Select Master shall only be conferred on a Royal Arch Mason.”

% See Note D.
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were introduced into this country as early as 1766 by Henry A. Franck-

en, aD. L G., appointed by the Illustrious Brother Stephen Morin,

whoin 1781 was constituted an Inspector-General—by a Grand Consis-

tory of Princes of the Royal Sccret, convened at Paris by order of Fred-

%;io 1;‘1110 Great—for the purpose of introducing the system into the New
orld.

. “Francken conferred authority on Moses Michael Hayes, then a re-
sident of St. Domingo, but subsequently Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts—also upon Samuel Stringer, who took them
to Maryland. The degrees of Royal and Select Master were doubtless
first cultivated in this country as ¢ detached or honorary degrees ’ of a
Lodge of ¢ Princes of Jerusalem,’ deriving its authority from the Su-
preme Council of the 33rd degree for the Southern jurisdiction. In
1783, a Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection was established in Charles-
ton by Isaac Da Costa, and after Da Costa’s death, Brother Hayes ap-
pointed Brother Myers his successor. The Supreme Council of the
33rd degree was opened at Charleston in 1801, ‘and from this source
originated most of the early Charters for Lodges of Perfection in
America.” In these Charters we first find authority for conferring
‘the Royal and Select Degrees.” If the degrees were taken to Mary-
land by gtringer as early as the period named, little doubt need be
entertained of the source from whence Brother Eckel obtained his
knowledge of the degree of Select Master,* and also any authority he
may have had to impart it to others.

*“The statement above presented is further supported in a communi-
cation from Bro. A. G. Mackey, of Charleston, published also in the
Free Mason’s Monthly Magazine, November number, 1848, with this
addition, that the precise time when the degrees were fully placed in
the keeping of the Supreme Council is therein given.t

¢¢ Under authority thus derived Councils of Royal and Select Mas-
ters were established in Georgia as early as 1822,1 and subsequently,
in 1826, a Grand Council was organized. At a later period Councils
and Grand Councils have been similarly established in Alabama, Mis-
sissipi and Louisiana—all of which have resisted any attempts to change
the arrangement, or surrender the control, of the degrees to the res-
pective Supreme Chapters in those States.

¢ A Grand Council was established in the State of Connecticat in
the year 1819, there being then nine Councils in the State, eight of
whom were represented in Convention for that purpose.§ Councils
were also established in Vermont as early as 1816 or 17.|| By compar-
ing the several authorities, Virginia even included, we find that inde-
pendent of those established by the Select Council of the 33rd at
Charleston, all other Councils of Royal and Select Masters had their
origin, not in the Grand Chapter of Maryland, but from a power which
styled itself ‘Thrice Illustrious and Grand Puissant in the Grand
Council of Select Masters, held at the City of Baltimore, North Amer-
ica ;’ and we nowhere find authority, except in the case of Maryland
and Virginia, for these degrees to be conferred upon any other than

* ¢Tn s private conversation with Ebenezer Wadsworth, he informed the
High Priest of Magnolia Chapter that in the year 1819 he assisted in confer-
ring the Royal Master Degree on Companions Eckel and Edes, of Baltimore,
andg Salem Towne, of New York.”

+ See Note E. I See Note G. -Letter from Wm. T. Gould.

§ See Note G.—Letter from F. Turner,

|| See Note G.—Letter from N. B. Haswell.
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Royal Arch Masons, These degrees having been introduced long be-
fore the organization of the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, and particularly in Rhode Island, Massachusetts and New York¢
all of which were represented in the convention for that purpose by those
who were then and have since been styled the Most Eminent Masters
of their day, does it not seem somewhat remarkable that they should
bave been so entirely overlooked by that Asssembly,* while degrees
bearing no relation to each other, or to that of the Royal Arch, should
have been arranged and taken under control of the General Grand
Chapter? And it is to be further remarked that notwithstanding the
subject had been repeatedly brought before that body, the result
has ever been a manifest unwillingness to assume the responsibility of
any authority or control over them. In 1819 the distinguished Chief,
Philip P. Eckel himself, as well as Companion Edes, from Baltimore,
united with Most Excellent T. S. Webb and Ezra Ames (who were
then the oracles of the Order), in saying that it was inexpedient for
the General Grand Chapter to recognize in any way any degrees except
those of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark
Mason, Past Master, Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch. (See
note G.—Letter from E. Wadsworth.) In 1816 at the General Grand
Chapter Communication, held in the city of New York, we find among
the officers elected that Most Excellent Philip P. Eckel was then chosen
General Grand Scribe, and in the proceedings of that body relative to
the establishment of new Chapters, this section of the amended Con-
stitution : ¢ Section 4.—The officers of every Chapter and lodge under
this jurisdiction, before they enter upon the exercise of their respec-
tive offices, and also the members of all such Chapters and lodges, and
every candidate upon his admission into the same, shall take the fol-
lowing obligation, viz., I, A. B., do promise and swear that I will sup-
port and maintain the General Grand Royal Arch Constitution.’

¢ In the investigation of the subject before us, we have been con-
tent to present a plain statement of facts, leaving to those before whom
they are presented to decide how far we have been successful in sus-
taining our position. The High Priest of Magnolia Chapter received
the degrees of Royal and Select Master in a regularly established
Council, tracing its authority to the broad seal of Frederic of Prussia.
The obligations then enjoined, in his opinion, forbade the acceptance
of any such authority as that tendered him by the Grand Chapter of
Florida. Reduced by the Grand Chapter to the dilemma either to
resign his membership and official station, or by acceptance of the con-
ditions offered depart from what he conceives to be his duty, and un-
willing for such cause to relinquish the one or depart from the other,
aided by the able Companion to whose efforts he has been largely in-
debted for the materials of his defence, he fearlessly offers himself (a
sacrifice it may be) to resist innovation, or to check a spirit of pro-
gressiveness in Masonry, which recognizes no law but that of expedi-
ency. We have no ambition to gratify, but that feeling of ambition,
or rather emulation, ever to be found side by side with those whose
aim it is to elevate the institution ; extend the circle of its usefulness ;
guard it from innovation, and cultivate a spirit of harmony throughout
its wide spread borders.

* The convention of delegates assembled for the purpose of forminz a Grand
Royal Arch Chapter for the New England States met at Hartford in 1798. Of
this convention Thomas Smith Webb was the chairman. In 1797 (one year
before) he published his chart, in the second part of which he gave his history
of the ineffable degrees.
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¢ With the following quotation from the pen of the Most E. P. G.
H. P. of the Grand Chapter of Virginia, we submit our cause. ¢ Our
Companions may, in the spirit of innovation, sever the bonds which
should connect and bind us into one,’ if they will—we regret their
want of prudence. Like him we say, ¢ If Magnolia Chapter is to be
immolated, let it be on the altar of Masonry —not upon that of inno-
.vation and change ;' like him we say, ‘We will walk to the sacrifice in
the old paths, and perish amid the old landmarks, well knowing that
the day is not distant when the executioners themselves will bow before
the altar upon which the victim is bound, and evoke the principles
they now condemn, to save them from the deeolating effects of their
present spirit.’ ” '

The reply to the defence of M. E. Companion H. R. Taylor
is from the pen of Past Grand High Priest John P. Duval,
and although more of a ritualistic than historical document,
is yet worthy of perusal, although his views are hardly those
that would be concurred in by the phalanx of Cryptic Masons
who are interested, and have made a study of the Rite, both
in Canada and the United States.

‘ Reply of the Past Grand High Priest John P. Duval to the Defence of
Most Excellent Harry R. Taylor, of Magnolia Chapter :

“To CoMpaNIONS R. A. Masons oF FLORIDA :

¢ In availing myself of the privilege accurded by the Grand Chapter
to reply to the arguments of Most Excellent H. R. Taylor, against the
location of the degrees of Royal and Select Master before the Royal
Arch, 1 must necessarily be brief, because 1 can find in his defence no
argument to answer. To show that this objection is not captious, I
only require that his defence be read. In making these remarks I do
not intend to detract from the acknowledged Masonic abilities of Most
Excellent High Priest Taylor ; on the contrary, I admit he has said
all that can be said in the defence of error. If there be no argument,
there are, however, remarks and opinions in the defence of which I will
give a cursory review. On the threshold of the defence, the legal
organization of the Grand Chapter is denied ; admitting the very
charge upon which High Priest Taylor was cited to appear before the
Grand Chapter. In reply 1 have only to say, that the records of the
Convention show that the Constitution of the Grand Chapter was
unanimously adopted, and that the representative of Magnolia Chapter
presented the resolution to form the Constitution, and was appointed
an officer of the Grand Chapter, and that Most Excellent High Priest
Taylor was elected and accepted the office of Deputy Grand High
Priest of the Grand Chapter of Florida at the last Convocation, High
Priest Taylor denies jurisdiction of the degrees of Royal and Select
Masters to Grand Councils of Select Masters, or to Grand Chapters,
anad claims jurisdiction for the Council of the 33rd Degree which they
themselves do not claim, as is apparent from the Constitutions of that
Order, in which each of the 33 degrees is named and specified, over
which they claim jurisdiction.

‘¢ Among the elaborate opinions of individuals, letters, and extracts
from Masonic periodicals copied in the defence, there are but two de-
serving notice, viz., the letters of Nathan B. Haswell, of Vermont,
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and Charles Gilman, of Baltimore ; and they show that the Royal and
Select Degrees are and have been claimed and conferred under the
jurisdiction of the Grand Chapters.of Vermont and Maryland. N. B.
aswell, in his letter of July 2, A. L. 6848, says : ‘ The degree was.
firat established in Vermont in 1816 or 1817. 1 recollect receiving a
dispensation or certificate from our friend and Companion, Jeremy L.
Cross, now residing in New York. He empowered me to organize and
put into operation within the State—(to be under the regulation of
thie Royal Arch Chapters when created). The Councils which were
-organized by me were put in operation when I was acting as Grand
Visitor under the Grand Chapter. Cross gave me the appointment
‘from and under powers conferred on him (at least I think so) by Mr.
P. Eckel, who then resided in Baltimore. There is no Council of
Select Masters now working in Vermont.” Charles Gilman, in his
letter of December 27, 1848, says: ‘ There has never been a Grand
Council of Select Masters in Maryland. Some time about 1810—cer-
tainly before 1812—Mr. Eckel and a Mr. Wilmer,* both of Baltimore,
-claimed a right to confer the degree of Select Master, and to institute
Councils of such ; but from what source they derived, or claimed to
have derived, the authority I have never been able to learn. They
-conferred the degree on Royal Arch Masons—probably on others who
had not received the degree of Royal Arch—but I cannot learn that it
has ever been given in Maryland before the Most Excellent Master.’
He states that by the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of Maryland,
November, 1817, the degree of Select Master was ordered to be con-
ferred in a Royal Arch Chapter, and by the amended Constitution, in
1824, immediately preceding the Royal Arch Degree. He sags that
the Virginia Committee mistook in their report of 1845, when they say
that Cross was arraigned, and, failing to appear, was suspended or ex-
Fllod by the Grand Chapter of Maryland for conferring the degrees
or Royal and Select Master without the jurisdiction of the Grand
‘Chapter. Let that bé as it may, the punishment of Cross is an imma-
terial issue. The question is, did Cross confer these degrees impro-
" perly, and give charters to Councils of Select Masters, without autho-
rit{’l It is evident from the conclusion of the letter of the G. G. S.
Gilman that he was guilty of the offence, for he says : ‘ Some years
ago, in conversation with a distinguished member of the General
‘Grand Chapter, and a citizen of the State of Connecticut, upon the
matter of Mr. Cross as connected with this degree, he informed me
that when Mr. Cross learned that his course had met the disapprobation
of the General Grand Chapter he appeared in that body, expressed
‘regret for his conduct, and promised to offend no more ; and thereupon
‘the matter was dropped.’” The report of the Grand Chapter of Vir-
ginia, at the convocation in December, 1848, unequivocally sustains
‘the correctness of the report of 1845 in all its material allegations,
which I herewith adopt as a part of this reply.
¢¢ The correctness of the location of the gegrees of Royal and Select
‘Master, can only be tested by the work and history of the degrees.
“The first can only be illustrated in Grand Council. Had I the power
to commit to writing a single sentence, I would flash conviction, vivid
a8 the lightning of Heaven, on the most benighted mind of a Select
Master. It remains, therefore, to me only to review the history of the
<degrees, and their chronological order in relation to the degree of

* Wilmans. [Ed.
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Royal Arch, It is known to all intelligent Royal and Select Masters,
that these degrees originated at the building of the first Temple in the
reign of King Solomon ; that the degree of Select Master was founded
by Solomon gimnlf, upon an interesting and memorable event, before
the completion of the Temple, and should, therefore, precede the de-
gree of Most Excellent Master, which was founded by Solomon on the
completion of the Temple. Every Select Master knows that he has
never penetrated in the Ninth Royal Arch. Every Royal Arch Mason
knows that Royal Arch Masonry originated at the building of the
seoond Temple by Zerubabel, 470 years after the destruction of the
first Temple by lgebuchadnemr, when Solomon and his Select Com-
panious had long slept the sleep of death. Mackey, in his Illustra-
tions of Masonry, p. 288, says : ¢ Solomon is supposed to preside, or
rather the Muaster is his representative in Lodges of Fellow Crafts,
Master Masons, Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Masters, and in
Councils of Select Masters.” But at the re-building of the Temple,
when the de of Royal Arch was founded, Joshua, not Solomon,
the Thrice Illustrious Select Grand Master, was the tirst High Priest ;
Zerubabel, Prince of Judah, not Hiram of Tyre, the Deputy Illustri-
ous Select Grand Master was the first King, and Haggai, not Hiram
Abiff, the Select Grand Principal Conductor, was the first Scribe of
the first Royal Arch Chapter established at Jerusalem, at the building
of the second Temple, five hundred and thirty years before the Chris-
tian Era. The Grand Councils of Select Masters, from the building
of the first Temple down to the re-building of the second Temple at
Jerusalem, were profoundly ignorant of the secrets of Royal Arch
Masonry and the Royal and Select Masters’ Degrees must, therefore,
necessarily have been conferred for a period of more than five hundred
years previous to the Royal Arch. The Grand Council still holds its
position in every Royal Arch Chapter. When sitting in Grand Coun-
cil, they represent Solomon, Hiram of Tyre, and Hiram Abiff, but
when sitting in the sanctum of a Royal Arch Chapter, they represent
Joshua, Zerubabel, and Haggai, the first High Priest, King and
Scribe. Until the discovery of Royal Arch Masonry at the building
of the second Temple, and even during the development of the august
secrets of that degree, they are addressed and designated as the Grand
Council, but from the instant the degree is fully brought to light, they
are addressed and take the appellation of Most Excellent High Priest,
King, and Scribe of the Royal Arch Chapter. We are now told re-
gardless of the chronologicsl order, and the written and traditionary
history, which is fully sustained by the work and lectures in these de-
grees, that the location of the Royal and Select Dugrees previous to-
the Royal Arch is an innovation on the ancient landmarks of the
Order, and the Grand Chapter of Florida, in opposition to the ancient
and intelligent Grand Chapters of Maryland, Virginia and North
Carolina, has sustained this baneful heresy. Believing conscientiously
that by my presence I should sanction this violation of our Ancient
Order, I have retired from the Grand Chapter, not in auger, but in
sorrow. I have retired from an institution dear to me as the ruddy
drops that gush through my sad heart, but believing, with the immor-
tal g:ﬂ'enon, that ¢ error is harm!'ess if reason is left free to combat it,”
I shall silently abide my time, looking forward with pleasing anticipa-
tion to that happy period when the true light of Masonry shall dispel
the clouds that now cover our sacred tabernacle with thick darkness,
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when I shall once more stand with my Companions around the incense-
burning altar of our Holy Temple.
¢“ Jorx P. Duval,
‘“P. H. P. of the Grand Chapter of Florida.”

Extract from the Report of the Grand Chapter of Virginia, at its Con-
vocation in 1848,
¢¢ The Grand Chapter of Virginia has nothing further, in the way of
ment, to add in the matter of the propriety of the Royal and
Select Degrees being in the custody and keeping of Royal Arch Chap-
ters, instead of independent bodies of Masons, called Councils ; nor to
the surreptitious manner in which these Councils were gotten up ; nor
to the chronological arrangement of these degrees; we have said all
'We can say on gaper, in the proceedings of 1845 and 1847, as ordered
by this Grand Chapter. It is clear and manifest to this Grand Chap-
ter—it is law to her, and those working under her jurisdiction. Sne
greatly regrets the disagreement on this subject between the Grand
Chapter of Florida and Magnolia Chapter, No. 16, Apalachicola. That
Chapter was chartered by the Grand Chapter of Virginia, on the 18th
Docember, 1846 ; and the Grand Chapter of Virginia, at its session in
1840, had received these degrees solemnly from the Grand Council of
Virginia, which then as solemnly surrendered them to her. The char-
tor furnished Magnolia Chapter, No. 16, Apalachicola, dated 18th De-
cember, 1846, was one of those on hand at the time, but the Grand
Secretary of the Grand Chapter of Virginia failed to interline the
words, ‘Royal and Select Master’ before Most Excellent Master, in
said charter. The acts and doings of the Grand Chapter of Virginia
are law to her Subordinate Chapters. The proccedings in communi-
cation have been regularly sent to Magnolia Chapter, No. 16, and are,
therefore, binding upon her, and she is a Subordinate Chapter of this
Grand Chapter, if not one of the integral Chapters of the Grand Chap-
ter of Florida, which we think she became at the Convention held at
‘Tallahasse by the Royal Arch Chapters of Florida, on the 11th of Jan-
uary, 1847.  She was there, as one of the three Chapters which con-
stituted that Convention, formed a Grand Chapter, and adopted a
Constitution.
¢¢ There seems in the proceedings of that body, as reported, no pro-
test of Magnolia Chapter, No. 16, to its action. We think it is too
late now for her to cavil about this matter, and that she should obey
the Grand Chapter of Florida, under whose jurisdiction she became
from the hour when she departed from that of Virginia. If now un-
der Virginia she would be required to obey the mandates of this Grand
Chapter ; we therefore affectionately and fraternally request her to
accept the charter from the Grand Chapterof Florida, return that from
Virginia, and heal up this breach like good men and true and faithful
and affectionate Masons.
¢“In reply to the enquiries of Magnolia Chapter, No. 16, over the
signature of Companion H. P. H. R. Taylor, we reply we think the
arrangement referred to ought to be broken up, that the Grand Coun-
cils in all the States should surrender these degrees to the Grand
Chapters ; and that, in our opinion, the Royal and Select Degrees
should be conferred before the Royal Arch.
‘- We think the independency of Masonry, and its real utility, is
wisely considered by the resolve of Florida Grand Chapter, nnt to put
tself under the dominion of the General Grand Chapter. We cannot
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conoeive of any jast or useful authority above Grand Lodges and
Grand Chapters.
¢ All of .which is respectfully submitted.
¢ JorN Dove,
¢“James Evans, » Committee.
¢“Jos. CaRLTON,

¢¢ Resolved,—That Magnolia Chapter, No. 16, Florida, be required
to return the Charter issued to them by this Grand Lodge on the
eighteenth day of December, 1846, they having become a constituent
part of the Grand Chapter of Florida.

‘¢ Resolved,—That the Grand Secretary be requested to transmit a
copy of the proceedings had upon the subject of issuing a Charter to
Maiuolia Chapter, immediately upon the rising of this Grand Chapter,
to the Grand Chapter of Florida, and to Magnolia Chapter, No. 16.

¢ Resolved,—That the Grand Secretary do embody for publication
with the procedings of this Grand Convocation, the proceedings had
by the Grand Council of Virginia, merging the degrees of Select and
Royal Master in the Grand and subordinate Chapters of this jurisdic-
tion, and the action had at different times by this Grand Chapter on
the same subject.

¢¢ In obedience to the foregoing resolution, and with a view to place
the true state of facts relative to the degrees of Select and Royal
Master before the Masonic fraternity, I beg leave to state that Com-
panion Jeremy L. Cross came to this State some time during the win-
ter of 1817, and conferred those degrees on several Royal Arci Masons,
myself among the number, living in the city of Richmond, and for
which we paid him five dollars each. He then stated that he had au-
thority from the chief in whose possession these degrees were (Com-
panion Joseph Eckel, of Maryland), to grant Charters for holding
Councils of Select and Royal Masters. We accordingly took from him
a Charter, for which we paid him $40, and established Richmond Coun-
cil No. 1., on 25th December, 1817 ; he established a similar Council
at Dumfries, 6th January, 1818, under the same circumstances ; we
continued our labours until 1820, when Companion James Cushman
came, at Companion Cross’ instance, to Virginia tolecture on Masonry,
and brought with him authority from Cross to grant Charters, which
he did during that year, at Norfolk, Portsmouth, Petersburg, Lynch-
burg, Staunton, Williamsburg and Winchester, each of whom paid him
$40 for the Charter, besides $2 for each degree conferred on the requi-
site number to form a Council. The phraseology of the Chartersis the
following for Nos. 1 and 2 ;
¢ ¢ To all whom these presents may come—greeting :

¢ ¢ Know ye, that by the high powers in me vested by the Thrice Il-
lustrious and Grand Puissant in the Grand Council of Select Masons,
held at the City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, North America,
Ido hereby constitute and empower the within-named Companions to
form themselves into a regular Council of Select Masters, and I do
appoint my Worthy Companion, John Dove, to be the first Thrice 11-
lustrious Grand Master, George Fletcher to be First Illustrious Deputy
Grand Master, and Banjamin H. Brady to be the Principal Conductor,
and I do grant them full power, with their constitutional number to
assemble, open and confer the degree of Select Master, and do all other
business appertaining to said degree, for which this shall be their suf-
ficient warrant, until revoked by the Grand Puissant ; and 1 do further
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direct said Council to hold its meetings in the City of Richmond, and
State of Virginia,

‘¢ ¢Given under my hand at Richmond, this twenty-fi‘th day of De-
cember, A.D. 1817, of the discovery 2817.
: ¢ «JerEmy L. Cross.’

‘‘ When Cushman came in 1820, he brought a small pamphlet con-
taining a synopsis of the degrees of Select ang Royal Master, and a list
of Charters granted by Cross in several States, at the head of which
was the following certificate -

¢ CERTIFICATE.

¢“I hereby certify that‘ having been duly authorized by the Grand
Council of the State of Maryland, held in the city of Baltimore, to
establish and m;g:nize Councils in any State in the United States where
there was not already a Grand Council formed, I have, by the high
powers in me vested by the aforesaid Grand Council, established
the following Councils of Select Masters, and granted them a Warrant
of Constitution.

¢ Jeremy L. Cross, D.G.P.

¢ Under which Cushman’s authority read as follows :

‘“That, by the high power in me vested by the Thrice Illustrious
Deputy Grand Puissant, Jeremy L. Cross, I do hereby comstitute and
appoint the within-named Companions to form themselves into a regu-
lar Council of Royal and Select Masters, and I do appoint my Worthy
Companions, James Penn, to be First Thrice Illustrious Grand Master,
and George P. Richardson First Principal Conductor ; granting them
full power, with their constitutional number, to assemble in the town
of Lynchburg, by the name of Washington Council, No. 6, open, and
confer the degrees of Royal and Select Master, and to do all other
business appertaining to said degrees, they conforming in all their
doings to the general regulations of Select Masters.

*“Given under my hand and seal, the 16th day of February, A.L.
6820, A.D. 1820, and of the Deposit 2820.

¢*James CusaMaN, D.G.P.

¢ Having now a sufficient number of Councils to form a State Grand
Council, a Convention was called and held at Richmond, in December.
1820, and a Grand Council for the State of Virginia formed, who sub-
sequently granted several Charters, and continued their labours until
December 17, 1841, when, for the reasons subsequently developed in
this statement, they determined, in the following resolutions, to sur-
render the degrees to the keeping of the Grand Chapter of Virginia,
who, by resolution of same date, accepted and took possession of the
degrees, and regulated the order of conferring the same.
¢ Resolved, That from this day, the Grand Council of Virginia resign
all authority over the degrees of Royal and Select Master ; Provided,
the Grand Chapter will take charge of the same and make suitable
regulations for the preservation thereof.
¢ Resolved, That all funds, books, papers, &c., belonging to the
Grand Council, be placed under the care and direction of the Grand
Chapter, provided they accept the proposition above made.
¢¢ Resolved, That all funds, books, papers, &c., belonging to the
Subordinate Councils, be placed under the control and direction of
the Subordinate Chapters nearest their place of location, provided the
.Grand Chapter shall accept the above proposition. Thereupon,
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‘¢ Resolved, That the Grand Chapter accept the proposition made by
the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, and that the degrees
be hereafter conferred under the authority of the Charters issued by
this Grand Chapter.

‘‘ Resolved, That hereafter the degrees in Subordinate Chapters be
ven in the following order, to wit : Mark Master, Past Master, Most
xcellent Master, Royal Master, Select Master and Royal Arch.

¢¢ Resolved, That the Subordinate Chapters under this jurisdiction,
so far as they have abilities and numbers, be instructed to confer the
degrees of Royal and Select Master upon all their members who have
not received them, without fee.

‘‘In 1842 the Companions of Wheeling made, through Companion
Morgan Nelson, certain statements, and asked the opinion of the
Grand Chapter, which was given in the following words :

¢ ¢ Whereas this Grand Chapter, at its last session, accepted of the
proposition of the Grand Council of Virginia to take charge of the
degrees of Royal and Select Master, and adopt regulations for the pre-
servation and proper conference of the same ; and it having come to
the knowledge of this Grand Chapter that some of our Companions
have felt aggrieved thereby :

¢¢ ¢ Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Chapter, the degrees,
as now ordered to be conferred, are in strict conformity with the
ancient customs of the fraternity.

‘¢ ¢ Resolved, That Companions and Chapters working under this
Grand Jurisdiction be informed, that in the opinion og this Grand
Chapter, the usages of Masonry require its members to conform to
the {nws of the Grand Jurisdiction, under which they work.’

¢¢In 1845 the subject was again brought to the notice of the Grand
Chapter of Virginia by the Grand Chapter of Ohio, when the then
very enlightened Committee of Foreign Correspondence, through their
able and distinguished Chairman, Companion Rev. James D. McCabe,
made the following conclusive report : .

“¢The address of the Most Excellent High Priest is replete with
sound Masonic principles, and breathes a spirit of true fraternal senti-
ment, worthy the body over which he presides. There is one subject
brought to notice in the address, and also, by the Committees on For-
eign Correspondence which demands the respectful and fraternal
attention of the Grand Chapter of Virginia, The assum;l))tion of juris-
diction over the degrees of Royal and Select Master, by the Grand
Chapter of Virginia, at the request of the late Grand Council of the
State, has given rise to a question of some importance to the Masounic
Craft. The proposition may be briefly stated thus :

¢¢ ¢ Does the unauthorized establishment of bodies of Masons, to con-
fer degrees which properly belonged to degrees already organized under
proper Charters, justify the continuance of the abuse after the illegal-
ity i8 discovered ?’ . .

¢ By reference to the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence for the present session, it will be seen that the Grand Chapter of
Virginia adheres to her first position, and distinctly requires all Chap-
ters which owe her allegiance, to obey the arrangement of these de-
grees as directed in 1842, and set forth in the present form of Charter.

¢¢ All of which is respectfully submitted.

“ JorN DovE,
¢‘ Grand Secretary.”
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NOTES REFERRED TO IN THE PRECEDING PAGES,

NOTE A.

¢ Thursday evening, January 14th.—The Constitution was read,
section by section, and after amendment, adtzgted. It was then put
upon its final passage and unanimously adopted, and ordered to be en-
rolled by the secretary.

¢¢ Monday evening.—On motion, an additional Article to the Con-
stitution (Art. 7) was proposed, read, and adopted, and ordered to be
enrolled by the secretary.

“ Article 7th of the Conatitution of G. R. A. Chapter of Florida.

*¢ The degrees of Royal Master and Select Master shall be deemed to
be Chapter es, to be given in the Chapter, unless otherwise di-
rected by the Grand Chapter at some regular Communication herein-
after. - And the Grand Chapter may confer a.uthorit{ upon the Subor-
dinate Chapters to organize Councils and confer these degrees, and
make such by-laws, rules, and regulations as may be necessary to carry
into effect this Article, and fully to provide for the conferring of these
degrees : and in the meantime any Subordinate Chapter may confer the
degrees (otherwise directed by the Grand Chapter), in such manner as
now is or may be provided by their by-laws, regulations, or constitu-
tions, or by dispensation granted by the Grand High Priest ; provided
there be nine regular Select Masters present at the conferring of said
degree, if conferred otherwise than by dispensation.

“ Resolution adopted by the Grand Chapter of Florida on the 1st Feb-
ruary, 1847.

¢ CouNnciL oF RovyAL AND SELECT MASTERS.

¢ Ordered by the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Florida,
that the degrees of Royal and Select Masters shall be conferred in the
Subordinate Chapters immediately before the degree of most Excellent
Master, according to the ancient Constitutions of Masom'{l,* as set
forth in the proceedings of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United
States, and the Grand Chapter of Virginia and Maryland, etc., etc., etc.

NOTE B.

‘¢ Companion Bronson, Chairman of the Committee on Propositions
and Grievances, made the following Report :

““ The Committee on Propositions and Grievances to whom was re-
ferred the Correspondence between the Most Excellent Deputy Grand
:lxlnigh Priest and Companion, Harry R. Taylor, of Magnolia Chapter,

the matters therein referred to, beg leave to
REPORT :

‘¢ That they find, on examining said Correspondence, thatthe Mag-
nolia Cha.ster, at Apalachicola, has been working under a Charter from
the Grand Chapter of the State of Virginia, and that in March last the
Grand Socretary of this Grand Chapter transmitted to Companion
Harry R. Taylor, the High Priest of that Chapter, a Charter from this
Chapter, which he refused to accept ; and that the Magnolia Chapter
is still working under the Charter from the Virginia Grand Chapter.

* QuERY.—Where do they find any ancient Constitutions granting
authority ?
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‘¢80 far as your Committee are able to ascertain from the Corres-
pondence, the refusal of the Magnolia Chapter to recognize the juris-
diction of this Grand Chapter, is founded solely on the fact that our
Constitution authorizes and directs the Subordinate Chapters under our
jurisdiction to consider the degrees of Royal Master and Select Mas-
ter as Chapter Degrees, and to confer them upon candidates previous
to the Royal Arch Degree. .

‘¢ This authority—to confer these Degrees before the Royal Arch—
which is inserted in our Charters to Subordinate Chapters, is one which
Companion Taylor says he cannot consent to use or recognize—and he
deems it an unfortunate decision of the Convention which formed our
Constitution, if not an infringement upon established usages.

¢¢ The letters of Companion Taylor have been replied to by the Most
Excellent Deputy Grand High Priest of this Grand Chapter, in a kind
and respectful manner ; and an effort made by the Deputy Grand High
Priest to convince him that the decisions and conclusions of this body
on the subject alluded to, are correct, but without effect ; and as your
Committee are informed the said Companion and the Magnolia Chap-
ter still refuse to receive a Charter from this body.

“ Your Committee deem it unnecessary to detail more particularly
the correspondence upon this subject before alluded to, or to comment
upon it any farther than to say that it seems to have been characterized
by fairness.and candour on both sides, and bears evidence of Masonic
spirit and an earnest desire for the truth and light ; and from the tenor
of the correspondence, as well as from the high character both as a man
and a Mason, which Companion Taylor has always borne, they feel
satisfied that his objections are conscientiously entertained, and that
he is actuated by no factious and un-Masonic feeling, but by an earnest
belief that the Grand Chapter is in error in respect to the point above
mentioned—all of which makes it much more difficult for your Com-
mittee to point out the suitable and proper action for this Grand Chap-
per to take in the premises.

‘“ Your Committee have again examined the question to which this
correspondence has given rise (viz.: what is the pro%}r time and mode
of giving the degrees of Royal Master and Select Master?) and they
are more than ever convinced that the former action and decisions of
the Grand Chapter on that point are right—that they are Chapter De-
grees and ought to be conferred before the Royal Arch Degree, and
they believe tiat if correctly understood, it would at once be conceded
by all right Masons, that such must necessarily be the case.

‘ The Crand Chapters of Virginia and Maryland have both so de-
cided in the most pointed and emphatic manner, and particularly the
Grand Chapter of Virginia, under which the Magnolia Chapter now
claims to work. In a resolution of that Grand Chapter, passed in 1846,
they declare that ¢ the order of conferring degrees incident to the Royal
Arch Chapters, under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter, shall here-
after be as follows : Mark Master, Past Master, Royal Master, Select
Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch.’

‘¢ This is substantially in accordance with our own Constitution, and
a8 your Committee believe correct. And believing this, they feel bound
to recommend some action of this Grand Chapter in the premises. And
though reluctantly, they feel compelled to submit the following reso-
lutions, as the mildest mode which they can devise for treating the
subject, and which at the same time is consistent with the just rights,
jurisdiction and dignity of the Chapter, viz.:
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. *“ 1. Resolved, That the Chapter now working at Apalachicola, krow
as olia Chapter, No. 16, and the officers and members thereof, be
requested to accept the Charter heretofore sent them from this Grand
Chapter, and to acknowledge the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter,
and that our secretary cause a copy of this resolution to be transmitted
to them, together with such explanations and papers touching the point
in coantroversy between that Chapter and the Grand Chapter, as the
Most Excellent Grand High Priest may see fit to send therewith.
¢t 2. Resolved further, That in case the said Magnolia Chapter does
not within three months after the receipt of a copy of this resolution,
accept the Charter tendered to it, and acknowledge the jurisdiction of
this Grand Chapter, that then it shall be the duty of the Most Excel-
lent High Priest to cause to be notified and admonished to appear
before this Grand Chapter at its next Annual Communication, and
show cause why it does not accept of said Charter, and in case of its
refusal to do so, why it should not otherwise be Masonically dealt with,
¢¢ Resolved further, That a copy of this report and these resolutions
- be transmitted to the Grand Chapter of Virginia.
¢¢ All of which is respectfully submitted.
¢ 1. H. BronNsoN, Chairman.
¢ JorN P. Duvar,
¢ GEo. W. MACRAE,

““ Which together with the resolutions appended, was unanimously
adopted.” .
- NOTE C.

Extracts from the Proceedings of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of
Virginia.

(From the Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence in
1845.

¢ T)he Select Degree was introduced into the Masonic Family in this
country by Most Excellent Philip P. Eckel, of Maryland, one of the
most distinguished and enlightened Masons of his day. He presented
it to the Chapters of that State, who have since, and up to the present
time, invariably conferred it before the Most Excellent Master, and
consider it, in the language of tle present Deputy Grand High Priest
of the General Grand Chapter, ‘the link which connects those without
the veil to those within it.” The Royal Master has ever in that juris-
diction been conferred as a mere honorary degree. Most Excellent
Companion Eckel, assisted by others, conferred these degrees upon a
distinguished lecturer, who pledged himself to impart them to every
Royal Arch Chapter he might visit in his official character. Some years
after, the Masons of Baltimore learned with astonishment that Councils
of Royal and Select Masters had been established in various parts of
the United States, by some self constituted authority, and under the
influence of a mortification occasioned by a betrayal of their confidence ;
stimulated by Masonic zeal, they traced this illegal action to the lec-
turer hefore named, who was arraigned for trial—first, before the
General Grand Chapter of the United States ; but failing to appear,
the case was committed to the Grand Chapter of Maryland, who twice
sammoned the offender before them, and he failing to appear, was
suspended or expelled from all the benefits of Masonry for contumacy.
These facts present, as far as can be written, substantially the case, as
it has been frequently stated by the present Deputy Grand High Priest
of the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and many other
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eminent Masons of Maryland, to the Chairman of the Committee.
Believing, therefore, that the body from which the degrees emanated
was best qualified to judge of the proper location and conference of
these degrees, and feeling assured that there was no legal authorit%in
the Councils which have been established, the Grand Chapter of Vir-

inia, determining not to be a party in perpetuating error of so a
gll:!.mter, surrendered the degrees to the keeping of the Grand Cﬁo;:er
of Virginia, and that body, following the example of the Grand Chapter
of Maryland, ordered them to be conferred before the Royal Arch.’

‘¢ + It does seem to your Committee that the most cursory acquaint-
anco with the origin of the severaldegrees of Masonry must be satisfied
of the utter absurdity of detaching these degrees from their natural
and chronological connection, and introducing them after a degree
which originated 472 years after the events transpired to which they
allude, thus converting a most expressive and beautiful chain of tra-
ditional history into a disjointed and illy-arranged system of absurdi-
ties. As to any authority claimed by ‘bodies’ unknown to Royal
Arch Masons, we cannot permit them to influence a Grand Chapter
which believes that there is in their possession all the light which
properly belobgs to the * Temple,’ and that they have arrived at the
summit of perfection in Ancient Freemasonry,’ etc.
(From the Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, 1847.)

¢ ¢ At the Grand Chapter of Connecticut, at their Annual Convoca-
tion in May, 1846, the Committee on Foreign Correspondence re-
commended that the Royal and Select Degrees be hereafter conferred
in the Subordinate Chapters ; and in considering the said report a de-
cision was postponed to the next Convocation of said Chapter in May,
1847. At the Convocation in May, 1847, the Committee on Unfinish-
od Business considered this subject, and reported the following resolu-
tion : ¢ Resolved, That the conferring of the degrees of Royal and Se-
" lect Master in Royal Arch Chapters, is a departure from the estab-
lished landmarks of the Order, and that in no instance should it be
countenanced by this Grand Chapter ;’ which report and resolution
were accepted and adopted.

¢¢ ¢ Your Committee regret to see this conclusion of the Grand Chap-
ter of Connecticut, in relation to the Royal and Select Degrees, since
we think that the philosophy and history of the degrees can but prove
that they of right belong to Royal Arch Masonry, and to no other
independent body. We beg to ask a re-consideration of this subject
by the Grand Chapter of Connecticut, and to recall their attention to
the report on this question, in the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of
Virginia, at its Annual Convocation in December, 1845, and also to
the copy of the subjoined circular of the Grand Chapter of Maryland,
of May, 1827, as to when and where the error began, and how ; and
also to the opinion of the General Grand Chapter of the United States
on the same subject :

¢¢ ¢ Companion Barker, from the Committee, delivered the following
report and resolutions, which were read and concurred in: The Com-
mittee to whom was referred the communication from the Most Excel-
lent Grand High Priest, and accompanying documents, upon the sub-
ject of the institution and existence of the Select Degree, in a state
independent of Grand Royal Arch Chapters in some of our sister
States, having obtained such information upon that subject as was
within their reach, beg leave to report the following resolution : Re-
solved, That the following circular letter, signed by our Grand High
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Priest, and countersigned by our Grand Secretary, with the seal of
the Grand Chapter annexed thereto, be sent to each Grand Chapter
in the United States :

¢ ¢ Mosr EXCELLENT GRAND SiR AND COMPANION :

¢ ¢T am instructed by the Grand Chapter over which T have the
honour to preside, to address you, and through you your Grand Chap-
ter, upon tie unsettled state of the degree of Select Master—a subject
deemed by us of sufficient importance to claim the particular atten-
tion of your Grand Chapter.

¢¢ ¢ This degree existed under the authority of a distinguished chief
in the State of Maryland, but without the recognizance of our Grand
Chapter for many years, until, in the year 1824, upon the revision of
our constitution, it appearing evident that the Select Degree not only
has an intimate connection with, but is in a measure necessary, as
preparatory to, and elucidatory of, that of the Royal Arch, it was for-
maﬁ;n recognized by our Grand Chapter, and required to be given
by our Subordinate Chapters in its proper order, immediately preced-
ing that of the Royal Arch. Under this arrangement we have pro-
freuod much to our ratisfaction—but it is with regret that we have
earned that Councils or Chapters of Select Masons have been estab-
lished, in some of our sister States, independent of Royal Arch Ma-
sonry, avowedly in pursuance of, but as we are satisfied, through a

at mistake or actual abuse of any authority delegated, or meant to
ﬂadelegated, in relation to the Select Degree. We would, therefore,
beg leave respectfully to recommend to your Grand Chapter the con-
sideration of this degree, and the circumstances under which it exists,
if it does exist within your jurisdiction ; with the hope that you will
see it to be for the general interests of the Craft, to take said degree
under your recognisance and control, to whom of right it belongs, and
thereby do away with what is felt to be a grievance by those distin-
guished chiefs, whose authority, delegated to a limited extent and for
special reasons, has been perverted for sordid purposes, by the creation
of an independent order, never contemplated by them, and which we
believe to g: inconsistent with the spirit and best interests of our in-
stitution.

¢¢ ¢ Respectfully and fraternally,
¢ * Your obedient servant,
¢ ¢ Which is respectfully submitted.
¢¢ ¢ E. BARKER, for the Committee.’ ”

NOTE D.

“ From Moore’s Free Mason's Magazine, April number, 1847, we
make the following extract :

‘¢ These degrees were, we believe, originally brought into this coun-
try via the West Indies, from France, and were cultivated and con-
ferred, for many years, as the ¢ detached degrees’ of a Lodge of
Perfection. If we be correct in this belief (and if not, we shall be
happy to be set right), they probably came out with a Henry A.
Francken, who established the first Lodge of Perfection in this coun-
try, at Albany, 1766. Moses M. Hayes introduced them into Rhode
Island about the same time, and subsequently into Massachusetts.
Samuel Stringer took them to Maryland ; and in 1783 Isaac Da Costa
established a Grand Lodge of Perfection at Charleston, S. C. This
was the basis of the present Supreme Council, 33rd degree, for the



80 ORYPTIC MASONRY.

Southern jurisdiction ; and from this source originated most of the
early Charters for Lodges of Perfection in America. In these Charters
we first find authority for conferring the Royal and Select

They were not then, however, nor are they now, regarded as the reg-
ular degrees of the Lodge, but as ‘detached’ or honorary degrees,
which the Lodge were at liberty to confer, either in their own body,
or in a Council organized under their own Warrant for the purpose,
as they should judge expedient. Authority to confer them was sub-
sequently granted to Masonic travelling lecturers. In their hands,
they soon became articles of traffic, which any Royal Arch Mason
could procure by paying for them—and that frequently at his own

rice.

¢‘ Subsequently an effort was made to bring them under the control
of the Chapters. This proving but partially successful, the establish-
ment of Councils of Royal and Select Masters, distinct from, and in-
dependent of, the Lodges of Perfection, soon followed. Disagreements
between the Chapters and Councils, and Lodges of Perfection and
individuals (all claiming authority to confer them), succeeded ; and
they have never yet been fully reconciled.

¢ Our own opinion is, however, that the whole management and
ocontrol of the degrees would be better and safer in the Councils, and
that, under the existing circumstances, the Chapter ought not to in-
terfere with them. They can be creditably supported as an indepen-
dent branch of the Order, if permitted to hold the same relation to the
fraternity that the Royal Arch and its appendant degrees now occupy.
They should be placed under the exclusive control of Grand Councils,
which should also exercise the same jurisdiction over them in States
where there are no Grand Councils, that is now exercised by Grand
Lodges over the symbolic degrees; and the conferring of the degrees by
individuals, or in any place other than a legally constituted Council,
having a Charter from some Grand Council, should be made an offence
punishable by expulsion and exposure.

“ From September number, 1848.—The degrees (Royal and Select
Masters) are undoubtedly illustrative of what is generally received as
York Masonry ; but how either the York or Scotch Masons became
originally in possession of them, is now as difficult to determine as it
would be tq prove that our ancient brethren,who composed the Grand
Lodge at York, ever knew or heard of anything respecting them. In
this mag. zine for April, 1847, we gave what we believed to be the his-
tory of their introduction and promulgation in this country. And
the views we then expressed are measurably confirmed by the facts
stated by our correspondent in respect-to the source whence the Coun-
cils in Mississippi derived their authority.* In the article referred to,
we said that for many years after their introduction among us they
were conferred as the ¢ detached degrees’ of Lodges of Perfection.
They were never regarded as the regular degrees of such lodges, but
as degrees which they were legally authorized to confer, if they thought
proper to do so. These lodges derive their charter from the Grand
Council of Princes of Jerusalem. These Councils, therefore, having
original jurisdiction over the Royal and Select Degrees, at least in this
country, might undoubtedly authorize the establishment of separate
and independent Councils for the conferring of them, or invest this
power in Lodges of Perfection as they should determine. It seems

* The Council of Princes at Charleston, S.C.
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from the statement of our correspondent that the Southern Councils
formerly did both. We are not informed as to their present practice;
but they do not probably now do either. The Councils of Princes of
Jerusalem and Lodges of Perfection in the Northern jurisdiction have
not for many years interfered with them. They have, whether wisely
or otherwise, it is not important to enquire, left them to the care of
those who have assumed the control of them. That their present po-
sition is an unfortunate one cannot be denied, and it bids fair to be a
source of much vexation to the fraternity, particularly in the Southern
and Western States, etc.”
NOTE E.

Extract from the Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, in
the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island, taken from the Ootober Number
of Moore’s Magazine, 1848,

‘“ For some years past the question relative to the Councils of Royal
and Select Masters has created considerable discussion in the Grand
and Subordinate Chapters, and at the communication of the General
Grand Chapter in 1844 that body recommended to Councils of Royal
and Select Masters to submit to the jurisdiction of the State Grand
Chapters. With all due deference to the wisdom of the Most Excel-
lent General Grand Chapter and the extent of its Masonic knowledge,
your Committee cannot conceive how the proposed measure could con-
sistently be carried out. Councils of Royal and Select Masters claim to
hold, as relates to-this country, as far a8 your Committee have any in-
formation on the subject, original jurisdiction of their own, without con-
nection with or dependence on, any other Order. They are as separate
and distinct in themselves as bodies of Knights Templar, and have, as
under thecircumstances they had,we doubt not,a perfect right to organize
themselves as distinct bodies—to adopt their own Constitution, mode of
government, elc., as any independent body has the right to do. We,
therefore, can see no way in which they could be legally and Masonic-
ally coerced into the jurisdiction of Royal Arch Grand Chapters. Nor
is it more easy to understand how Grand Chapters of Royal Arch
Masons would exercise jurisdiction over such Councils, even were the
right conceded, without an entire new organization of such Chapters.

‘“ The degree of Royal and Select Masters, and its forms, officers,
ceremonies, etc., are all unknown to Royal Arch Masonry, and to all
the degrees in the Chapter. To add the Councils of Royal and Select
Master, therefore, to the jurisdiction of the State Grand Chapter,
would be to add to them a foreign body, and not only to give them the
right, but make it their duty, to prescribe laws and rules, modes and
forms, and lectures, for an institution of which Royal Arch Masons,
as such, know nothing, and of which they are under no obligation to
learn anything. We hold all this to be inconsistent, if not absurd,
and therefore hold that Councils of Royal and Select Masons be left
to themselves, to manage their own affairs after their own views of
Masonic propriety. Some other Chapters have taken a somewhat
similar view of this subject.”

NOTE F.

From Moore's Freemasonw’s Monthly Magazine, November, 1848.

RovyAaL AND SeLEcTt MasTeEr's DeGrees. By R. W. Aupert G.
Mackey, M.D.

¢“ Bro. Moore.—The proper jurisdiction under which the degrees of
Royal and Select Master should be placed, is a question that is now
F
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beginning to excite considerable discussion and much embarrassment
among the fraternity. It is, therefore, the duty of every brother who
wishes this ¢ questio vexata’ amicably and judiciously settled, to com-
municate to his brethren whatever he may suppose will conduce to
this ¢ consummation most devoutly to be wished.” Allow me to throw
in my mite.

‘“The history of these degrees will show that the Chapters and

Councils are now contending for that to which neither ever had any
legitimate right. And it seems to me that the former are as much jus-
tified in taking the jurisdiction of these degrees from the latter, as these
were in taking it some years ago from the administrative body of the
Ancient and Accepted Rite, to which it originally belonged. The con-
troversy terminates in a contest for the distribution of the spoils of
war.
‘“ These degrees of right belong to the Supreme Council of the 33rd
degree, Ancient Scotch Rite, and the claim to them has never been
abandoned by that body. At the establishment of the Grand Council
of Princes of Jerusalem, in Charleston, S.C., on the 20th February,
1788, by Brothers Joseph Myers, Barend M. Spitzer, and A. Forst,
Deputy Inspector-General of Frederic 1I1. of Prussia, Myers deposited
in the archives of the Council, certified copies of the said degrees from
Berlin, in Prussia, placing them at the same time under the care and
jurisdiction of -this body. Copies of these degrees are still retained in
the archives of the Supreme Grand Council at Charleston.

¢¢ Myers subsequently resided in several of the cities of Virginia and
Maryland, where he communicated a knowledge of these degrees to
many persons by virtue of his authority as an Inspector-General. The
degrees becomimg spread abroad, some Grand Lecturers undertook,
without any delegated authority from Myers or his successors, to dispose
of what they called charters for the constitution of Councils of these
degrees.

¢‘In 1828 a communication was made by the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of Maryland to the Grand Chapter of the United States, re-
questing them to take into consideration the expediency of re-assuming
jurisdiction over these degrees. The matter was in South Carolina
referred to a committee, who reported adversely, and a resolution was
adopted unanimously declaring that, in the opinion of the Granad Chap-
ter, ¢ it was improper and inexpedient to assume a jurisdiction of these
degrees, and thus interfere with the rights and privileges of our brethren
and Companions in another and higher order of Fremasonry,” that is,
the report states, the Ancient Scotch Rite.

¢ The Supreme Council for the Southern States has never abandoned
its claim to these degrees. It has organized Councils of Royal and
Select Masters in other States, as, for instance, in Mississippi and
South Carolina, either directly or through the intervention of its sub-
ordinate Councils of Princes of Jerusalemn, and although no application
has lately been made to this body for a Charter for a Royal and Select
Council, I see not how, without impairing its rights, it could refuse to
grant a charter, when applied for by ‘true and trusty ’ persons. In
fact, the degrees continue to be given by our Inspectors, and as there
are now no Royal and Select Councils in South Carolina, the old ones
being extinct, the degrees can only be obtained from such authority.
Brother Barker, who perhaps constituted as many Councils of Royal
and Select Masters as any other man in the United States, did so onl
as a Deputy Inspector-General, and the agent of the Supreme Counci.{
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and, therefore, although I have not the time to hunt up statistics, I
have no hesitation in believing that half the Councils and Grand
Councilsin the country owe their existence, and with it their original
allegiance, to the Ancient Scotch Rite.

‘‘The matter, however, has now become inextricably confused, and
I know of but one method of gotting out of the difliculty. Although
the Supreme Councils of the 33rd are not willing to have their autho-
rity and rights wrested from them vi e armis, I have no doubt—but I
do not speak officially—that for the good of Masonry they would wil-
lingly enter into any compromise. Let a Convention of Reyal and
Select Masters be held at some central point. To this Convention let
the most intelligent Companions, legitimately possessing the degrees,
whether from Councils of Royal and Select Masters, as in most of the
States ; from Royal Arch Chapters, as in Virginia ; or from Councils
of Princes of Jerusalem, or from Grand Inspectors-General, as in South
Carolina and Mississippi—let the wisdom there congregated be directed
to the amicable settlement of this dispute. The important point is not
to have these degrees placed in any particular order, but to make the
mode and manner of conferring them, whether it be before or after
the Royal Arch, uniform throughout the country. The decision made
for two successive triennial meetings by the General Grand Chapter,
viz., in 1844 and 1847, as tending to destroy this uniformity, and pro-
duce ¢ confusion worse confounded,” cannot hut be regretted by all
good Masons. )

¢ CHARLESTON, 8.C., Sept. 16th, 1848.”

NOTE G,

Letters and Extracts from Letters addressed to the High Priest of Mag-
nolia Chapter, in reply to his Circular.

(Extracts from Letter from Francois Turner.)

** New Haven, May 27, 1848.

“To the first question, ‘in what year was the Grand Council in your
State formed 7’ 1 will answer by quoting the first and second para-
graphs of a report of proceedings in 1819:

¢ An assembly of Illustrious Companions, members of Councils of
Select Masters, in the State of Connecticut, was held at New Haven,
A.D. 1818, in the month of October, when it was resolved by said
assembly to recommend to the several Councils in this State to appoint
delegates to convene at Hartford, on the 18th day of May, 1819, to
take into consideration the expediency of establishing a Grand Council
of Select Masters, within and for the State of Connecticut, and with
powers to form and establish a constitution for the regulation and
government of the same, and of the several Councils under its juris-
diction. :

¢ ¢ In pursuance of thisresolve, the following Hlustrious Companions,
duly and legally appointed delegates from the several Councils of which
they are members, assembled at the Masonic Hall, in Hartford, on the
evening of the 18th day of May, A.D. 1819, for the purposes aforesaid.’
(Here follow the names of twenty-two delegates.)

¢ In this same document, I find that there were eight out of the
nine Councils of this State represented by delegates at this Conven-
tion. Those delegates appointed a committee of three to fovm a Con-
stitution for the government of the Grand Council about to be estab-
lished ; and at another meeting of the same session, said committee
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reported the Constitution which serves as the basis on which the pre-
sent Constitution and By-Laws of our Grand Council have been
established. After the adoption of that Constitution, they immediately
proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing year, and the
meetings have continued to be held annually ever since, even through
the anti-Masonic excitement that took place some twenty years ago.

¢ The first Council of Select Masters was established at Hartford, in
this State, on the 7th day of February, 1818. The record of that -
establishment as transmitted to me by the Recorder of that Council,
reads as follows : Select Master Jeremy L. Cross, being duly invested
by the high powers of the Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant, in the
Grand Council of Select Masters, held in the City of Baltimore, in the
State of Maryland, did, on the 7th day of February, 1818,and O. T. D
2818, confer the degree of Select Master on the following Companions
(names omitted), and established them into a regular Council of Select
Masters, and empowered them to work and admit members, agreeable
to the Charter they now hold under his hand and seal.’

¢ But the original Charter itself is not found, and was no doubt sur-
rendered at the same time as the others were, when the Grand Coan-
cil was established in the State in the following yoar. By the manner
in which the record of the Charter above mentioned is entered in the
books of Wolcott Council, No. 1, of Hartford, it appears that Jeremy
L. Cross considered himself as acting under authority of the Grand
Puissant of the Grand Council of Maryland, and not under that of the
Grand Chapter, for the Grand High Priest has never, as far as my
Masonic knowledge extends, been called by that name. I conclude,
therefore, that Companion Jeremy L. Cross himself considered the
Council as a separate body, independent of the Chapter, as he in his
Masonic Chart followed out that idea, These two degrees are there
placed by themselves, after the Royal Arch Degree, and under a dis-
tinct head.

‘“ There is no appearance of the Council degrees having ever been
conferred in the Chapters of our State. They have always been con-
sidered among us as entirely distinct and separate from the Chapter
degrees, and forming a distinct body.”

(Extract from letter from William T. Gould, Grand High Priest
of Georgia.)

Avagusra, Ga., June 6, 1848.

¢“ The first Council of Royal and Select Masters organized in Georgia,
was Adoniram Council, No. 1, of this city, for which a dispensation was
granted by the Grand Council of the 33rd in Charleston, in Qctober,
1822. That dispensation has been lost or mislaid. In 1826, our Grand
Council was first organized. I was on the Committee of Correspomnd-
ence who called the Convention for that purpose.

¢¢ In 1829, Masonry became almost dormant in Georgia. Our Coun-
cils and Chapters generally ceased work until 1836 or 1837. In 1840,
Adoniram Council was revived by a new dispensation from the 33rd of
Charleston, and the necessary number of Councils being also resusci-
tated, the Grand Council was re-organized.

¢t The only source of authority to confer these degrees which we re-
cognize, is the Council of the 33rd in the first instance, and Grand
Councils subsequently organized.

¢¢I hold the rule to be fundamental, that we are to use and transmit
to others Masonic knowledge ‘in no other manner than that in which
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we have received it.” I cannot, therefore, consent to the jurisdiction
of the Royal and Select Degrees passing to Royal Arch Chapters.
They ought to have had it from the beginning. But, not having it
how can they get it by their own act? If all the Grand Councils, and
the Supreme Council of the 33rd, will concur in yielding these degrees
to the control of the Grand Chapters, I am content. But till that is
done, I insist on an adherence to old landmarks as the only proper or
safe course.”

(Extract from letter from Ebenezer Wadsworth, P. G. V. R. A. C.
of New York.)

¢ West Troy, N. Y., June 5, 1848.

“In 1819, at the meeting of the General Chapter of New York, 1
attended as proxy of the General Grand High Priest DaWitt Clinton,
when 1 raised the question of the General Grand Chapter taking some
of those degrees, and particularly those of Royal Master and Sublime
Firm Master, under its jurisdiction, to prevent their being handed
round without selection of character, or providing funds for the benfit
of the indigent.

¢ Most Excellent Sirs T. S. Webb and Ezra Ames, who were the
oracles of the Order, as Companions Eckel and Edes from Baltimore,
and a full representation from the Northern States, united in saying
that it was inexpedient for the General Grand Chapter to recognize in
any way, any degrees except those of Entered Apprentice, Fellow
Craft, Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent
Master, and Royal Arch. That to do so would be an inroad upon the
original compact, and would open a door to the admission of evils
that might occasion great difficulty thereafter ; that the Grand and

-General Grand Chapters were organized for the four last mentioned
degrees, the three first being recognized as necessary to be possessed
by caundidates for advancement to the four last.

¢ These opinions being expressed by Companion Webb, who was
presiding when I raised the question, and being acceded to by the body,
I withdrew the proposition, and no record was made of the matter,
to my recollection.

‘“ Thus it was at that time the settled opinion of the General Grand
Chapter that no cognizance whatever ought to be taken of any degree
except those mentioned.”

(Letter from Nathan B. Haswell, of Vermont.)
‘“ BURLINGTON, Vt., July 2, A.L. 5848,
¢ CompaNION H. R. TAYLOR,

‘“ DearR Sir,—Since the receipt of your letter of May 21st, I have
been engaged in seeking the information you desire relating to the
organization of the Counciis of Royal and Select Masters in Vermont.
I have addressed several Masons, and in a reply from Hon. John H.
Cotton, an old and valued Mason in this State, he says:

¢¢ ¢ In reply to your enquiries, ¢ when was the degree first establish-
ed?’ I think it was in 1816 or 1817 ; and in reply to your other en-
quiries, I recollect receiving a deputation or certificate from our friend
and Companion Jeremy L. Cross, now residing in New York. He
empowered me to organize and put in operation within the State, to
be under the regulation of the Royal Arch Chapters when created.
I do not recollect how many Councils were made. My memory is
much broken ; but the Councils which were organizad by me were
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put in operation when I was acting as Grand Visitor under the Grand
Chapter. I now think I went to Burlington, and so down the west
side of the mountains, and afterwards a tour through on the east side;
but whether a Council was put in operation at every Chapter I visited
I cannot say, for if I kept a journal of my proceedings it is lost, or
forwarded to Companion Cross. Cross gave me the appointment from
and under powers conferred on him—at least I think so—by Mr. P.
Eckel, who then resided in Baltimore.” I have now the impression
that more than one-half the number of Councils were made that there
were Chapters in the State, and I think I visited ten or eleven
Chapters.

" ¢ My impression is that Councils of Select Masters were established
by Companion Cotton previous to 1820, in the following places, where
Chapters were located, viz. :

‘¢ At St. Albans, in Franklin County; at Burlington, in Chittenden
County; at Vergennes, in Addison County; at Rutland, in Rutland
County. These Chapters are located on the west side of the Green
Mountains. At Brattleborough, in Windham County; at Windsor, in
Windsor County ; at Randolph, in Orange County, located on the east
side of the Green Mountains.

‘“The Charter and Records of Burlington Council, to which I be-
long, were destroyed when our Masonic Hall was burnt in 1830. The
Council has not since convened.

“The subject of conferring the degree of Royal and Select Masters
came before the General Chapter of the United States at New Haven,
in 1844, and you will find the report then made on page 38 of their
Proceedings. Should you not have a copy of the Proceedings, I pre-
sume you can obtain one by writing to Charles Gilman, Esq., of Bal-
timore, the Secretary of the Grand Chapter of the United States.
You will there find the following resolution :

¢¢ ¢ Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand Chapter that the con-
ferring of the degrees of Royal and Select Master should be subse-
quent to that of the Royal Arch Degree.’

¢T am indebted to Companion P. C. Tucker, the present Grand
Master of our Grand Lodge, for the perusal of the records of the Coun-
cil of Select Masters in Vergennes, which he has kindly sent me, and
from it I copy the charter granted to them previous to 1820, which is
herewith forwarded.

¢“ There is no Council of Select Masters now working in Vermont.

¢ Should the above information prove to be of any service to you, I
shall feel happy in being able to furnish it,

¢¢ And remain, with due respect,
‘¢ Yours fraternally,
¢*NatuaN B. HaswerL.”

(Copy of the Charter granted to Vergennes Council of Select Masters.)

‘¢ VERMONT, January 13, 1819.
¢¢ To all to whom these presents may come, greeting :

¢ Know ye, that by the high powers in me vested by the Thrice Il-
lustrious and Grand Puissant in the Grand Council of Select Masons,
held at the city of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, North America,
1 do hereby constitute and empower the within-named Companions
viz.: Martin Stone, Amos W. Barnum, Oliver Bangs, E. D. Wood
bridge, Asa Strong, Abijah Barnum, Russell A. Barnum, Amasa Belk-
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nap, and Horace Wheeler, and others, to form themselves into a regular
Council of Select Masons ; and I do hereby appoint my Worthy Com-
panion, Martin Stone, to be the first Thrice JJlustrious Grand Master,
Amos W. Barnmu to be first Illustrious Deputy Grand Master, and
Oliver Bangs to be Principal Conductor ; and I do grant them full
power with their constitutional number to assemble, open, and confer
the degree of Select Master, and do all other business appertaining to
this degree, for which this shall be their sufficient warrant until re-
voked by the Grand Puissant ; and I do further direct said Council to
hold its meetings at Vergennes, Addison County, and State of Ver-
mont.

‘¢ Given under my hand at Vergennes, this 14th day of January,
A. D, 1818, and of the year of discovery, 2818.

: ¢“ Jorn H. CorroN,
¢¢ Deputy Thrice Illustrious in Grand Council.”

(Letter from Charles Gilman, Esq., Secretary General Grand Council,
United States.)

‘¢ BALTIMORE, December 27, 1848.

‘ Your circular, accompanied by your letter of the 10th, came duly
to hand, and Iimprove the earliest convenient moment to reply to your
questions, so far as within my present ability.

¢“1. There has never been a Grand Council of Select Masters in
Maryland.

¢¢2. Some time about 1810—certainly before 1812—Mr. Eckel and
a Mr. Wilmer,* both of Baltimore, claimed a right to confer the degree
of Select Master, and to institute Councils of such ; but from what
source they derived, or claimed to have derived, the authority, I have
never been able to learn.

¢¢ At first they held meetings in a room in Mr. Eckel’s house. Sub-
sequently they held their Council in a lodge room, and conferred the
degree on Royal Arch Masons—probably on others who had not re-
ceived the degree of Royal Arch, but I cannot learn that it has ever
been given in Maryland before the Most Excellent Master.

*“In November, 1817—not 1827—the Grand Chapter of Maryland
passed the following resolution :

¢¢ ¢ Resolved—That all Royal Arch Chapters under the jurisdiction of
this Grand Royal Arch Chapter, shall have power to open and hold
Chapters—query, Councils —of Select Masons, and confer the degree
of Select Master Mason on such as they may deem worthy of receiving
the same.’

¢ In 1824, the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of Maryland was
revised, and by section 1, article 4, the order in which the several de-
grees have since been conferred, was prescribed as follows : Mark Mas-
1]:&1' Mason, Most Excellent Mason, Select Mason, and Royal Arch

ason.

¢¢ 3. I do not learn that more than one Council, apart from Chapters
of Royal Arch Masons, was organizad in Maryland.

¢“ 4, T am not advised whether a written authority ever existed.

¢¢ 5, The foregoing is all the information I am able to give you upon
this subject, as touching the history and practice in Maryland. From
which you will perceive that the Chairman of the Committee of For-
<ign Corret:iondents in the Grand Chapter of Virginia, in 1845, fell
into a mistake as to the order among other degrees in which the Select

* Wi'mans. [Ed.]
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Master is conferred here. I am informed it never has been conferred
in Maryland anterior to that of the Most Excellent Master.

¢“My individual opinion is—and in this I am sustained by the ex-
pression of the General Grand Chapter—that the Royal Arch should
precede the Select Master. For reasons to you obvious, I cannot go
into an argument to show that my position is the true one. This much,
however, I may say, that if conferred as it ought to be, it would neces-
sarily develop the mysteries of the Royal Arch, if given anterior
thereto. * * *

¢¢ Although not particularly inquired of in your circular, yet as it is
alluded to therein, I will correct another error which the Virginia Com-
mittee fell into. The ¢ distinguished lecturer,’ as you supposed, means
Jeremy L. Cross.

¢ The Committee say: ¢ Most Excellent Companion Eckel, assisted
by others, conferred these degrees (meaning the Royal and Select Mas-
ters) upon a distinguished lecturer, who pledged himself to impart
them to Royal Arch Chapters which he might visit in his official cha-
racter. Some years after the Masons of Baltimore learned with aston-
ishment that Councils of Royal and Select Masters had been estab-
lished in various parts of the United States, by some self-constituted
authority. Under the influence of a mortification occasioned by the
betrayal of their confidence —stimulated by Masonic zeal, they traced
this illegal action to the lecturer before named, who was arraigned for
trial —first before the General Grand Chapter of the United States;
but failing to appear, the case was committed to the Grand Chapter of
Maryland, who twice summoned the offender before them, and he fail-

. ing to appear, was suspended or expelled from all the benefits of Ma
sonry for contumacy.’

‘“ Now so far as the records of the General Grand Chapter and of
the Grand Chapter of Maryland may be relied on as evidence of the
transactions in those bodies the foregoing is a mere creature of the
imagination as respects the arraignment, reference, citations, suspen-
sion and expulsion. Those records, of both bodies, are in my posses-
sion, and I can assure you nothing of the kind appears among them.
¢ Arraigned for trial!!! but failing to appear !’ I dare say you will
find the same difficulty I do in reconciling those two parts of that sen-
tence. Jeremy L. Cross was never a citizen, nor even a resident, of
Maryland, but lived in Connecticut. It would, therefore, have been
absurd to summon him to appear before a tribunal in Maryland. Such
a citation would have been a violation of all Masonic law and usage,
and void.

¢“I have yet to learn whether Mr. Eckel or Mr. Wilmer had power
from any legitimate source to institute Councils of the degree in ques-
tion, or any other.

‘“Some years ago, in conversation with a distinguished member of
the General Grand Chapter, and a citizen of the State of Connecticut,
upon the matter of Mr. Cross as connected with this degree, he in-
formed me that when Mr. Cross learned that his course had met the
disapprobation of the General Grand Chapter, he appeared in that
body, expressed his regret for his conduct, and promised to offend no
more ; and thereupon the matter dropped.

¢ ] made no doubt this is the true version of the matter ; otherwise
how is it that he is still a recognized member of the fraternity ? It will
hardly be asserted that the Grand Chapter of Maryland has restored
him to the benefits of Masonry.”



CHAPTER X.

Brier HisTorYy oF THE SEVERAL GrRAND CouNciLs or THE UNITED
STATES.

comgleteness of this work to give a brief history
of the governing organizations in the United
States.

GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL.

Measures, having a tendency to result in the organization
of a National Body, were taken at quite an early day, but
without effect. = Astime advanced, and the differences in the
polity of the Rite in the different jurisdictions became more
agparent, a corresponding desire to secure a greater degree
of uniformity was aroused. This, in 1871, culminated in
action of the Grand Council of Massachusetts formally re-
questing Companion Josiah H. Drummond, of Maine, to call
a convention of delegates of the various Grand Councils,
with the view of making a strenuous effort to secure a
greater degree of uniformity. The proposition being favour-
ably received, Companion Drummond issued a call for such
a convention to be held in New York city on twelfth of
June, 1872.

Fourteen Grand Councils responded to the call, and their
delegates met at the appointed time and place. The Coun-
cil in Washington, D.C., was also represented by duly accre-
dited delegates ; and Companions from three other jurisdic-
tions were present, but not accredited as delegates. Ten
other elected delegates did not attend.

It was determined that the subjects requiring the consid-
eration of the convention were :

I. The Nomenclature of the Rite.

II. The number and order of the Degrees.

II1. The work.

At that time there were two leading systems of work.
Massachusetts was the exponent of one, and New York of
the other. In Massachusetts the Select Degree was confer-
red before the Royal, while in New York the Royal was

89
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conferred before the Select. In the Nomenclature there was
great confusion, scarcely any two Grand Councils having
precisely the same system.

These matters having been referred to appropriate com-
mittees, the following resolution was presented, discussed at
length, and finally referred to a committee :

¢¢ Resolved, That it is the sense of this Convention, that the Cryptic
Degrees should be under the exclusive jurisdiction of Grand Councils,
and that no one should be recognized as a regular Companion of the
Rite who has not received the degrees under such jurisdiction.”

In accordance with arrangements then made, the Massa-
chusetts work was exemplified in the evening, and the New
York work the next forenoon, in order that the delegates
might have an opportunity of comparing the two systems,
and ascertaining how they corresponded with the system in
their own jurisdiction.

The committee to which was referred the resolution above
given reported the following :

¢ Whereas, in some jurisdictions, the question has been mooted of
surrendering the Cryptic Degree to the Chapters, and

¢ Whereas, there are many Companions who have received the De-
grees in Chapters, or from Sovereign Inspectors of the A. and A. Rite,
therefore .

¢* Resolved—That it is the sense of this Convention that the Cryptic
Degree should be under the exclusive jurisdiction of Grand Counecils,
and that no one should be recognized as a regular Companion of the
Rite, who has not received the Degree in a lawfully constituted Council,
or by authority of the Supreme Council of the A. and A. Rite, previous
to this date, or been lawfully healed.”

The report was accepted and the resolution unanimously
adopted. ,

The Committee on Nomenclature reported a uniform sys-
tem. Their report was adopted, and the system has since
been adopted by nearly every Grand Council.

The Convention was not ready to act upon the subject of
the work, and as the number and order of the degrees were
involved, the whole matter was referred to a committee of
nine (to which three others were added as an Advisory
Board), and the Convention adjourned for a year.

It met at the same place in June, 1873, the committee
having previously met and prepared its report. Nineteen
Grand Councils were represented.

Two reports were presented in relation to the number and
order of tﬂe degrees, but finally the following resolution was
adopted :
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¢ That the order of the succession of the degrees be, first, Royal
Master’s ; second, Sclect Master’s; and that it be left optional with
each Grand Council to confer the Super-Excellent Master’s Degree as
an honorary degree.”

The corresponding system of work, revised and corrected,
was finally adopted. '

A committee was appointed to endeavour to have the
Grand Encampment make the Cryptic Degrees pre-requisites
to the Orders of Knighthood.

It was resolved, that it is expedient to form a General
Grand Council of the United States, and the Convention
adjourned to meet in New Orleans, on the Monday before the
first Tuesday of December, 1874, for the purpose of forming
a General Grand Council of the United States.

The work recommended by the Convention was adopted
by the Grand Councils with substantial unanimity. Massa-
chusetts at first declined to do so, but after consideration,
with a praiseworthy sacrifice for the sake of uniformity,
adopted it.

he Convention met in New Orleans according to adjourn-
ment. Eighteen Grand Councils were represented. After
various minor matters were disposed of, the question of the
formation of a General Grand Council was taken up and fully
discussed, a large majority favouring the project; thereupon
a committee was appointed to prepare a Provisional Consti-
tution for a General Grand Council, to be submitted to the
Grand Councils for their action. It was further voted, that
if such Constitution should be ratified by two-thirds of the
Grand Councils, the President of the Convention should call
it together to organize the General Grand Council; but if
not sooner called together, it would meet at Buffalo, on the
Monday before the third Tuesday of August, 1877.

The majority of the committee prepared a Constitution;
but, one member dissenting, the instrument was not for-
warded to the President of the Convention.

Tt accordingly met at Buffalo, New York, August 20th,
1877. Twenty-two Grand Councils (including Ontario) were
represented. A resolution, presented by a delegate from
Mississippi, favouring the turning of the degrees over to the
Chapters, was defeated by a vote of twelve Grand Councils
in the negative to six in the affirmative. Among those voting
in the affirmative were Arkansas, Connecticut, Mississippi,
and Nebraska. The Provisional Constitution not being in the
possession of any member of the Convention, it adjourned,
subject to the call of the President.
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At the request of the Grand Council of Minnesota, the
President issued a call for the re-assembling of the Conven-
tion at Detroit, on the twenty-third day of August, 1880.

The delegates of mineteen Grand Councils responded to
the call. A committee was appointed to consider the advisa-
bility of forming a General Grand Council, and to present a
Provisional Constitution if they should deem it expedient.

The committee reported in favour, and their report was
accepted, and their draft of a Constitution adopted without
a dissenting vote.

The Constitution provided that it should become eftec-
tive when ratified by nine Grand Councils. Provisional
General Grand officers were elected and instructed to enter
upon their duties when the Constitution became effective.

The Grand Councils of New York, Minnesota, Ohio, In-
diana, Maryland, Tennessee, Massachusetts, Alabama and
Louisiana ratified it in rapid succession, and on February
23, 1881, the General Grand Recorder, George W. Cooley,
of Minnesota, issued a circular making the official declara-
tion of the fact that the Constitution had become effective.
On March 1, 1881, the General Grand Master, Josiah H.
Drummond, of Maine, issued a circular requesting the offi-
cers elect to enter upon the discharge of their duties, and
announcing that the Grand Council of South Carolina,
which had previously voted to adopt the “ Mississippi Plan,”
had reorganized and become a constituent of the General
Grand Council.

While the Convention met each time as the original Con-
vention, it was made up at its several sessions, of delegates
chosen for that particular session; practically it was a new
Convention at each session.

The General Grand Council held its first session in Den-
ver, Colorado, August 14, 1883, sixteen Grand Councils
being represented. Eighteen Grand Councils (the ten above
named, and California, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Maine,
Missouri, New Hampshire and Vermont) had given in their
adhesion to it; Connecticut and Michigan, whose delegates
voted to form the Body, declined to ratify the Constitution;
North Carolina adopted the Chapter system ; Pennsylvania
and Rhode Island declined on the ground of opposition to
all National Bodies; and New Jersey declined for other
reasons. As a consequence of the formation of the General
Grand Council, the Grand Councils of Arkansas, Illinois,
and Kentucky had reorganized, but had not become con-
stituents of the General Grand Council. Iowa, Mississippi,
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and Nebraska still adhered to the Chapter system ; Wiscon-
sin has an anomalous system : Virginia and West Virginia’
confer the degrees as a part of the Chapter series; while
Texas confers them in a “ Council appurtenant to a
Chapter.”

Reference is made to the particular history of each Grand
Jurisdiction, but a summary is given here for convenience.

The General Grand Council held its second session at
Washington, on September 28th, 1836. Fifteen Grand
Councils, and one Council under the immediate jurisdiction
of the General Grand Council, were represented; with a
single exception, all the General Grand Officers were pre-
sent ; and, in addition, a large number of permanent mem-
bers, as well as visiting coinpanions.

The General Grand Master announced the issuing of a
charter to a Council in Washington, D.C,, and of a dispen-
sation for a Council in the Indian Territory; the organiza-
tion of the Grand Council of Oregon, under the jurisdiction
of the General Grand Council, and the reorganization of
the Grand Council of Nebraska, and that it had taken the
preliminary steps to become a constituent of the General
Grand Council.

He announced the nomination of Comp. G. Raymond
Portal as Representative near the Grand Council of Eng-
land, and J. Ross Robertson near the Grand Council of
Canada.

The Committee on the “ State of the Rite” presented an
exceedingly valuable report of a historical character, con-
taining many details which cannot be given in this work.

Since the Session the Grand Council of Arkansas has
become a constituent of the General Grand Counecil, and
the Grand Council of Arkansas has dissolved, so that the
constituents of the General Grand Councll, including Ne-
braska, numbers twenty.

ALABAMA,

 John Barker, a member of the Southern Supreme Council,
travelled over the South conferring the degrees under the
Jjurisdiction of that Body, as well as the Cryptic Degrees.
It is quite certain that he conferred the latter in Alabama,
and probably established Councils also.

On December 13, 1838, twenty-seven R. & S. Masters as-
sembled and formed the Grand Council of Alabama. In
the printed proceedings, reference is made to Tuscaloosa
Council, No. 4. This number has no reference to the Coun-



94 CRYPTIC MASONRY.

cils in Alabama, but was probably the fourth organized by
Barker. In 1839, no Councils were represented ; in 1840,
no Assembly was held ; in 1841, three Councils were repre-
sented ; the Grand Master reported that he had granted
dispensations to Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6, the latter of which he
established and installed the officers. There never have
been any subordinates numbered one or two.

In 1843, the Grand Council concurred in the report of its
committee in relation to the transfer of the degrees by the
Grand Council of Virginia to the Grand Chapter that “ they
cannot agree that this transfer of conferring the degrees of
Royal and Select Master is in strict conformity with the
aneient customs of the Fraternity, and that in their opinion,
such Royal and Select Masters, admitted by the Chapters
in Virginia, cannot be recognized by this Grand Council.”

In 1845, noticing the proposition to give Chapters the
power to confer the Cryptic Degrees in States where there
18 no Grand Council, it is declared that such a course is
“ subversive of the ancient landmarks;” but a resolution
was adopted, authorizing the Councils to confer the degrees
without charge on Companions who may have taken them
in Chapters, “provided they have paid for the same.”

In 1846, a resolution was offered to transfer the degrees
to the Chapters; it was laid over, and the subordinate
Councils directed to consider it, preparatory to action at the
next Annual Assembly. In 1847 it was taken up, discussed
and rejected.

In 1849, it was discovered that the parties to whom a
dispensation for a Council had been granted had received
the degrees from an “ officer acting under the Grand Consis-
tory of Charleston.” Thereupon the dispensation was can-
celled, and the parties required to receive the degrees in the
manner prescribed by the Grand Council, “ before they can
be recognized as regular Royal and Select Masters;” and
the Grand Recorder was directed to notify the Grand Con-
sistory of the views of the Grand Council, and “request the
refunding to the Grand Council, for the benefit of the Com-
panions who paid them, the fees received by said Consis-
tory.” In 1850, the Grand Recorder reported that he had
received no reply. He was directed torenew the correspon-
dence, but no reply was received. This course was followed
year after year till 1855, when the Grand Council declared
that it had exclusive jurisdiction over the degrees in that
State, and that any attempt on the part of the Grand Con-
sistory, or any of its officers, to establish Councils or confer
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the degrees in that State would “be regarded as an act of
usurpation and unwarranted by Masonic usage.”

On the other hand, in 1848, this Grand Council chartered
a Council in Mississippi. Thereupon the Secretary of the
Council of Princes of Jerusalem in Mississippi protested
against the establishment of Councils within the Jurisdic-
tion of that Council ; but the new Council failed to make
returns and pay dues, ard its charter was revoked, so that the
threatened conflict of authority was averted.

This Grand Council has met annually since 1841, except
in 1861, 1862 and 1863. Its proceedings have been publish-
ed, except that those for 1843 to 1857, except 1845, 1849 and
1850, are published with those of the Grand Chapter.

Its proceedings for 1838, 1839, 1842 and 1846, were re-
printed by the late R. H. Thomas, and those for 1838, 1839,
1842, 1843 and 1844, by Jas. W. Staten, Brooksville, Ky.

1ts subordinates increased until the youngest was num-
bered 61; but many of them were in other States, and
have become constituents of other Grand Councils. Under
the effects of the civil war, the depression of business, and
the “ Benefit Society ” craze, its constitueuts and their mem-
bership fell off in number, until, in 1886, its members,
seeing no immediate prospect of brighter days, dissolved it.
It is proper to say that, on account of the causes abuve
mentioned, or others not apparent, Masonry, in all its de-
partments, is at a low ebb i1n Alabama, the falling off is
not confined to the Oryptic Rite, but unless a change soon
comes, the Grand Chapter must apparently soon follow the
example. of the Grand Council.

ARKANSAS,

This Grand Council was formed on the sixth day of No-
vember, 1860, by four Councils, chartered by the Southern
Supreme Council, by whose invitation the Convention was
held. One provision of its Constitution was, that all active
members of that Supreme Council, resident in the State, and
all the members of the Convention, should be members of
the Grand Council as long as they were members of Councils
in the State.

It did not meet in 1861, 1863, or 1864. It met in 1862,
but the record was lost before it could be printed. The
proceedings of 1860 were printed, and reprinted with those
of 1865, and the latter have been reprinted by Companion
Staten; those from 1866 to 1872 inclusive, and for 1878,
were printed only with those of the Grand Chapter, but were
paged separately, except those for 1878.
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It undertook to surrender the degrees to the Grand Chap-
ter and dissolve in 1878; but it re-organized in 1881, and
has met annually since, and published its proceedings with
those of the Grand Chapter.

It did not at first become a constituent of the General
Grand Council, but at its session in 1886 it directed its
Grand Recorder to take such steps “as are necessary for
this Grand Council to become a member of the General
Grand Council of the United States.”

1t is flourishing highly since its divorce from the Grand
Chapter. It requires companions receiving the degrees in
Councils appurtenant to Chapters to be formally healed.

CALIFORNIA.

Organized June 26th, 1860, by four Councils, two char-
tered by the Grand Council of Alabama, one by the Grand
Council of Tennessee, and one by the Grand Council of
Texas. It has met annually since, except in 1869.

ITts proceedings have been published, but until within a
few years, only once in two or three years. They are paged
consecutively for volumes, the first volume ending in 1873,
the second not yet completed.

Though threesubordinates have surrendered their charters,
it now has nine active Councils under its jurisdiction, with
a membership of 874, & net increase of over one hundred
during the last year. One of its subordinates is in Mon-
tana Territory. It is a constituent of the General Grand
Council.

CONNECTICUT.

The Rite was introduced into Connecticut by Jeremy L.
Cross, as has been already stated. In 1818 he established
ten Councils, and in 1819 another. They were all called
“Select Councils,” but in 1818 some of them commenced
conferring the Royal degree as a preparatory degree, and
the practice increased until that degree was held to be a
necessary pre-requisite to the Select Degree, but without re-
cognition in the constitutions and by-laws as a distinct
degree.

n October, 1818, a convention of Masons of the Rite was
held,and the proprietyand advisability of organizing a Grand
Council was discussed, and the conclusion was that such a
body should be formed, and the necessary steps were taken
to accomplish that end.
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In accordance with this action, duly accredited delegates
from ten of the eleven Councils met at Hartford, May 1Sth,
1819. Amongthem were many leading Masons of the State,
including Talcott Wolcott, Walter Janes, Ingoldsby W.
Crawford, James Cushman, Lyman Law, John R. Watrous,
and Laban Smith. For some reason, Jeremy L. Cross, who,
it is understood, had been very active in the movement, was
not present. ‘

On the evening of the twentieth, a constitution was
adopted, and the first Grand Council of Select Masters in
the world was organized.

The constitution was evidently based on the rules and
regulations prepared by Cross for Councils of Select Mas-
ters. The idea of uniting the two degrees in one system is
not developed in it, but it recognizes the practice then
prevailing of conferring the Royal degree as a part of the
work of the Select degree. It provides that every Council
shall have power to confer “the degree of Royal Master and
Select Master ” for such fee as it may prescribe, but not less
than five dollars. Judging from the rest of the document,
the conclusion may well be hazarded, that it was first writ-
ten without mentioning the Royal degree at all, but that in
this provision the words “ Royal Master, and” were inter-
lined.

The records up to 1830, inclusive, have been lost ; but the

printed proceedings of 1819, 1820, 1821, and the constitution
of 1825, have been preserved. Cross was present in 1821
and elected a Grand Officer.
- In 1825 a revised constitution and a code of by-laws
were adopted, and while the Councils are called Select
Councils, they are given the power to confer the “degrees
of Royal and Select Master.”

The number of Councils increased to sixteen before the
anti-Masonic storm which swept over the Northern States
in 1826 and subsequent years. This Grand Council preserved
its existence and met annually ; but many of its subordinates
succumbed. Their delinquencies were excused year after
year until 1839, when six charters were revoked, and in
1840 five others. For several years no work at all was
done ; but, in 1837, one Council reported siz “greetings”

'during the previous year, and in 1838 five, and in 1839 one
was reported by the same Council—Harmony, No. 8, at
New Iﬁ(:ren. In 1841 one charter was restored, and three
“greetings ” by Harmony Council were reported, and among
G
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those “ cordially greeted ” were Benjamin Beecher and Henry
Ward.

In 1843 a communication from “the Grand Council of
Royal Masters of New York” was laid before the Grand
Council, and resolutions providing for a friendly correspond-
ence were adopted.

In 1846 one charter was restored, and from this time for-
ward the growth of the Rite was continuous, and the
charters were restored.

In 1847 it was discovered that one Council had never
taken a charter from the Grand Council, but had, for almost
thirty years, been working under the warrant granted by
Cross. That warrant was recalled, and a charter ordered to
be issued, but, by some blunder, it was not issued till 1855.

In 1850 the question of surrendering the degrees to the
chapters was discussed, and the following resolution was
adopted :

¢¢ Resolved, That this Grand Council cannot consent to surrender
their jurisdiction over the degrees of Royal and Select Master, so long
as these degrees are cultivated in this State, believing that, if the
degrees are worth cultivating, they should be preserved entirely separ-
ate and by themselves.”

In 1851 the Committee on Correspondence reported that
the same question had been agitated in other jurisdictions,
and upon their recommendation a committee was appointed
for the purpose of corresponding with the Grand Councils
“on the subject of forming a General Grand Council” In
1852 the committee was continued, and a report to the
Grand Council of Georgia, upon the same subject, was referred
to it. No special report of the committee was ever made ;
but a report was made that the action of the General Grand
Chapter, declaring that neither it nor any governing body
of Royal Arch Masonry had rightful jurisdiction or control
over these degrees, was “a final settlement of the whole
question.”

In 1854 charters were granted for three Councils in New
York, for the purpose of forming a Grand Council in that
State.

This Grand Council has met annually and is in a flourish-
ing condition. It is not a constituent of the General Grand
Council ; it was represented in the Convention of 1877, when
its representative threw the vote of his Grand Council in
favour of abandoning the Council system and turning the
degrees over to the Chapters. It was represented in the
Convention of 1880 by another delegate who cast the vote



HISTORY OF GRAND COUNCIL OF CONNECTICUT. 99

of the Grand Council in favour of the progosition to “ regard
as clandestine all who receive these degrees under any
authority other than that granted by a regular Grand Coun-
cil, disconnected from a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons”:
and also in favour of forming a General Grand Council, and
for the adoption of the provisional constitution. When the
question of ratifying that constitution was submitted to the
Grand Council, the matter was referred to a committee, of
which the delegate to the Convention in 1877 was the lead-
ing member, and upon his report the Grand Council disre-
garded the action of its delegate in 1880, and declined to
ratify the constitution. It would seem that the Grand
Council favoured surrendering the degrees to the Chapters,
and therefore declined becoming a constituent of the Gen-
eral Grand Council, fearing that the other course would
tend to increase the strength of the Council system, and
delay, if not permanently defeat, the surrender of the
degrees to the Chapter.

%‘he proceedings of 1819, 1820 and 1821, the constitution
for 1825, and the proceedings since 1840 have been printed ;
but all from 1840 to 1853 inclusive, except those frc))r 1847,
1848, 1849 and 1851 were printed only with those of the
Grand Chapter; those from 1840 to 1853 inclusive were
12mo., and those since 8vo.; those for 1819, 1820 and 1821,
and 1831 to 1853 have been printed (8vo.) by Companion
James W. Staton, of Brooksville, Kentucky.

The following is a copy of one of the earliest warrants
issued in Connecticut by Cross, a previously prepared, and
it is understood, printed blank was used:

¢¢ To all to whom these presents may come, greeting :

‘ Know ye, that by the high powers in me vested by the Thrice Il-
lustrious and Grand Puissant in the Grand Council of Select Masters,
held at the city of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, North America,
I do hereby constitute and empower the within-named Companions to
form themselves into a Regular Council of Select Masters ; and I do
appoint my worthy Companion, Talcott Wolcott, to be the first Thrice

lustrious Grand Master, Jeremy Hoadley to be the first Illustrious
Deputy Grand Master, and Joseph G. Norton to be the Principal Con-
ductor, and I o grant them full power, with their constitutional num-
ber, to assemble, open and confer the Degree of Select Master, and
do all other business appertaining to the said Degree, for which this
shall be their suflicient warrant, until revoked by the Grand Puissant.
And I do further direct said Council to hold its meetings in the city of
Hartford, and State of Connecticut.

- ¢“Given under my hand at Hartford, this seventh day of February,
A.D. 1818, of the discovery, 2818.
‘“ JEremMy L. Cross.”
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DELAWARE.

Cross conferred the de{ees upon a few Companions in
this State, but so far as is known the degrees have not been-
since cultivated, either in Councils or Chapters.

FLORIDA.

The final result of the discussion, given in the preceding
chapters, was that the Grand Chapter of Florida declined to
take jurisdiction over these degrees.

The Grand Council of Florida was organized January 18,
1858, by three Councils chartered under the authority of the
Supreme Council for the Southern jurisdiction of the United
States. It did not meet from 1861 to 1866 inclusive, in
1870, 1871, 1873, 1874 and 1875,and I am unable to say
whether it has met since 1882.

It is a constituent of the General Grand Council. The
various causes which have had a depressing effect upon the
Masonic Institution in Florida have naturally affected the
Councils even more severely than the Lodges or Chapters.

Its proceedings up to 1869 were published only with those
of the Grand Chapter ; but all its previous proceedings were
reprinted with those of 1876. Those from 1876 to 1882
have been published.

GEORGIA.

The Select Degree was conferred in Georgia before 1800
by Abraham Jacobs. Whether those who received it culti-
vated it, is not known.

A Grand Council was formed in Georgia, May 2, 1826. Its
records have been lost, and the proceedings were never pub-
lished, and we have to depend upon tradition and cotempo-
rary publications for all knowledge of it. In the “ Escritoir”
of May 26, 1826, published at Albany, New York, is a no-
tice of the organization, with the names of the Grand Offi-
cers; and in the American Masonic Record (also published
at Albany) of June 2, 1827, is a notice of the annual Assem-
bly, held May 7, 1827, with the names of the Grand Officers
then elected. Whether it ever met again is not known;
whether it did or not, it soon became dormant. I have been
unable to ascertain the number of its subordinates, or by
what authority they were organized; but there is no doubt
they were organized under the authority of the Southern
Supreme Council.

A convention was held and a Grand Council formed June
22,1841, by delegates from Councils numbered one, two and
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four, according to the Record, but the one called number
four was number three, and number four was not represent-
ed. The by-laws of number one, as revised May 27, 1841,
recited that it was “established under the authority of the
Supreme Grand Council of the 33rd Degree, in Charleston,
South Carolina,” and undoubtedly the others were estab-
lished under the same authority. As some members of the
Grand Council of 1826 took part in the organization in
1841, it is presumable that the four Councils were the same
ones which were constituents of the former.

The Grand Council formed in 1841 adopted at first the
constitution of 1826, butin 1842 adopted a revised one. In
the latter (and perhaps in the former) it claimed exclusive
jurisdiction in the State, excluding even the Supreme Coun-
cil. The section relating to jurisdiction has such a bearing
on questions under discussion at the present time, that it is
worth copying.

¢¢ This Grand Council, being the highest source of legitimate Masonic
authority in the State of Georgia,. carn, and of right ought to, have the
government and superintendence of all Councils of Royal and Select
Masters within its jurisdiction. It, therefore, may grant charters and
dispensations for constituting Councils ; it may make laws, pass regu-
lations, and at pleasure repeal, alter, or amend the same ; it may cen-
sure, suspend, or expel Councils or members for violations or disobe-
dience of its laws, regulations, or rules. And it is hereby ordained
and declared that all Councils within the jurisdiction of this Grand
Council, who have not acknowledged the authority thereof, and al-
ready subscribed to the government of the same, shall do so within
one year, or be considered by this Grand Council, and all Subordinate
Councils, as acting contrary to the true principles of Masonry, and
working without constitutional authority, and shall be deprived of all
Masonic intercourse with this Grand Body and all under its jurisdic-
tion.”

This Grand Council has met annually since its reorgani-
zation in 1841, except in 1864 and 1865. It is a constituent
of the General Grand Council.

The Grand Councils of Georgia, at its annual convention
on the 8th of May, 1549, on motion of Comp. Russell,
adopted the following resolutions:

¢ Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to open a cor-
respondence with the proper authorities in every State in the Union,
where the Grand Council Degrees are cultivated, for the purpose of
creating, if possible, an uniform jurisdiction over the said Degrees
:ll:roughout the United States, and an uniform method of conferring

o same.

‘¢ Resolved, That, for the purpose of obtaining an uniform system of
authority and work, this Grand Council will surrender all jurisdiction
over the said Degrees, either to the General Grand Chapter of the
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United States, or place them under the exclusive control of the State
Grand Councils, in which latter bodies, this Grand Council believes,
should be vested the sole authority for controlling the same.

‘‘ Companions Schley, Russell and Dwelle were appointed a com-
mittee under the first resolution.

¢“ The plan here proposed is entirely practicable, and if met by other
Grand and Subordinate Councils, in the same spirit of compromise
and concession, can hardly fail to result in the establishment of uni-
formity in the government and order of conferring the degrees. We
have heretofore expressed a preference in favor of leaving them in
charge of the Grmcf Councils already or hereafter to be formed, and
to that preference weadhere ; but shall cheerfully yield it, if any other
disposition of them shall be thought to be wiser and better, or will give
more general satisfaction. It is to be hoped that the committee will
immediately enter upon the duty assigned them, and publish their
report, including the whole correspondence, at as early a day as
sible, that the subject may be brought before the General Grand Chap-

" ter at its session in September, 1850, in a form proper for the action

of that body.”

Its proceedings for 1841 and 1842 were published in one
phlet, but it is understood that those from 1843 to 1848
meclusive, were not printed until 1876, when they and those
of 1841 and 1842 were printed by Stephen Berry, of Port-
land, Maine ; those for 1849 to 1854 inclusive, were printed
with those of the Grand Chapter for the respective years ;
afterwards they were published annually to 1871 inclusive,
except that those for 1862 to 1867 inclusive, are in one
pamphlet ; then sheets were issued up to 1879, since which
they have been published annually; in 1885, those from
1872 to 1879 were printed in one [pamphlet by Austin A.
Cassil, Mount Vernon, Ohio.




CHAPTER XI.

ConcLusioN oF THE HisTorY oF THE GRAND CouNciLs or THE UNITED
STATES.

ILLINOIS.

Ve

RHE degrees were introduced into Illinois from Ken-
tucky. In 1852, the Grand Council of Kentucky
chartered one Council in Illinois, and in 1853
s another, and authorised the Grand Puissant to
issue a charter to another (to which a dispensation had been
granted) upon receipt of the returns which had been miscar-
ried in the mail ; the charter was not issued till February
28, 1854.

Erroneously supposing that all three Councils had been
chartered, their delegates met and formed a Grand Couneil,
September 30, 1853. The error being discovered, the Grand
Council was reorganized March 10, 1854.

In its Constitution it declared its exclusive jurisdiction
throughout the State ; and that no Council could lawfully
exist in that State except under its authority, and all Ma-
sonic intercourse between members of its obedience and such
illegal Couneil or assemblage or any of its members, or any

erson advanced in such Council, was absolutely forbidden.

In 1854, the following resolution was adopted :

¢¢ Resolved, That all Royal Arch Masons receivin%ethe degrees of
Royal and Select Masters in Chapters since September, 1851, in this
State shall be treated as clandestine Royal and Select Masters, and in
no event shall be healed, but shall be admitted to Councils only in the
regular manner.”

Dispensations for new Councils were refused to petitioners
who had taken the degrees before that date until they were
lawfully healed.

The Grand Council met annually until 1877. Then, al-
though one of the largest and most prosperous of the Grand
Councils, it attempted to surrender the degrees to the Grand
Chapter, but with the proviso that if the Grand Chapter
should not make provision for conferring the degrees within
two years, they should revert to the Grand Council ; the
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Grand Chapter accepted the trust, and committees were ap-
pointed to arrange the details; the committee made their
report, and the presiding officers of the two Grand Bodies
Eromu]gated the result ; 1t was supposed that the union had

een perfected. But the Grand Council continued to meet
annually, although it had no constituency, all its subordi-
nates being dormant, and the degrees being conferred under
the authority of the Grand Chapter in Councils, held under
a Chapter warrant. It is now claimed that this arrange-
ment was intended to be only temporary, and that all that
was done was done by the authority of the Grand Couneil.
It is somewhat difficult to ascertain precisely what the ar-
rangement between the Grand Chapter and Grand Council
practically was. It is believed, however, that it was sub-
stantially this: the Grand Council undertook to recall all
the charters granted by it, and to forbid any Council to meet
and work under its Council Charter; that it authorised the
officers of any Chapter then chartered, or thereafterwards
to be chartered, being Royal and Select Masters, to open a
Council and confer the degrees under such regulations as
the Grand Chapter should, from time to time, establish, and
with such ritual as the Grand Chapter should promulgate,
and, in fact, did promulgate. Under this arrangement the
whole power of governing the degrees was, for the time
being, vested in the Grand Chapter; the Grand Council
had no authority whatever over the manner in which the
Grand Chapter should exercise its powers, and, in fact, all
the authority it had was fo exist, and, in the opinion of
many, it did not legally exist at all, except upon the assump-
tion that all its action in its attempt to make the Grand
Chapter its proxy, was in conflict with its own constitution
and the landmarks of the Rite, and so absolutely void.

In 1882, another arrangement was made between the
Grand Chapter and the Grand Council, by which the former
relinquished all interference with the Council degrees, and
the latter resumed-its old powers, reorganized many of its
subordinates, and began to proceed regularly. It has not
yet become a constituent to the General Grand Council.

The status of the Chapter-council made Companions pre-
sents an insurmountable obstacle to its being received as a
constituent as long as it maintains its present position.

Under the laws of the General Grand Council, the Com-
panions who received the degrees in the Chapter Councils
cannot be recognized as regular Royal and Select Masters,
without being healed, while the Grand Council of Illinois
demands that they shall be.
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In 1886 it adopted a resolution to the effect that Masonic
intercourse should be interdicted between itself and the
Councils and members of its obedience, and the Grand
General Councils and members thereof, in any jurisdiction
in which recognition should be referred to any of its Chap-
ter-council members.

In 1887 a proposition was submitted to form an associa-

tion of the Grand Councils which are not constituents of
the General Grand Councils, to sustain them in their posi-
tion. They count twelve such, but” there are only seven,
Connecticut, Illinois, Kentucky Michigan, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island ; of these, Michigan, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and Rhode Tsland hold as strongly as
the General Grand Council does, that Chapter-council made
Royal and Select Masters cannot be recognized. The re-
maining Grand Councils are Connecticut, Illinois and Ken-
tucky; the latter is the same condition as Illinois, and Con-
necticut has not yet acted upon the question, and when the
question comes squarely before it for discussion, it is by no
means certain that the Illinois doctrine will be sustained.
Even in Illinois the precedents are the other way ; one reso-
lution has already been quoted ; on another occasion a mem-
ber of a Chapter-council apphed to visit the Grand Council,
and after reference of the matter to a committee, and due
consideration, it was decided that he could not be a.dmitted
until he was formally healed.

The claim of the Grand Council of Illinois is that it is
Sovereign in that jurisdiction, and that the movement is
“for the defence of the Sovereignty of the Grand Councils
of the United States.” But it is evident that no Grand
Body of Masons is sovereign to the extent of not being
bound by the fundamental laws of the mqtltutlon, if it
violates these rules “it steps down and out,” and ceases to
be a Masonic body. If a Grand Council can place the de-
grees under the government of the Grand Chapter, it can
place them under the authority of a Grand Lodge. Grand
Councils cannot admit the claim of the Grand Council of
Illinois, without abandoning the Grand Council system, and
practlca,lly declaring that the degrees are still “side degrees,”
to be conferred as any possessor of them pleases.

Its proceedings have been published annually, but those of
1870 were burned before they were distributed (except a
few copies), and were reprinted with those of 1871, and
while the Grand Chapter had control of the degrees the pro-
ceedings were published with those of the Grand Chapter.
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INDIANA.

When the General Grand Chapter in 1853 determined to
exercise no further jurisdiction of the Cryptic Degrees, of
course a great impetus was given to the Council system, so
that between 1854 and 1860 inclusive, eighteen Grand Coun-
cils were orgunized. Those who had received the degrees in
Chapters made haste to be healed, as they were not recog-
nized by those who had taken the degrees in Councils. Be-
fore this action of the General Grand Chapter the degrees
had been conferred in Indiana in Chapters.

In consequence of that action, Companions qualified them-
selves for that purpose, and obtained first a dispensation, and
then a charter, granted August 30, 1854, from the Grand
Council of Kentucky ; others, in a similar manner, obtained

« charters from the Grand Council of Ohio, granted October
18, 1855.

Delegates from these three Councils organized the Grand
Council of Indiana, December 20, 1855. By its constitu-
tion it declared that any person receiving the degrees in that
State from any other source than its own authority should
not be recognized, and measures were taken to heal Com-
panions “ that may require the same.”

In 1857, the Grand Master stated that in September of
the year before, at the session of the General Grand Chap-
ter, he attended a convention of Royal and Select Masters,
at which about ninety were in attendance, for the purpose
of considering the propriety of organizing a General Grand
Council ; that the matter was very ably discussed ; and that
it was decided in the negative by a vote of 52 to 30.

This Grand Council has met annually, increasing in growth,
part of the time rapidly, and at no time much affected by
the prevalent depression. It isa constituent of the General
Grand Council. Its proceedings have been published an-
nually.

IOWA.

When Royal Arch Masonry was introduced into Iowa, the
Council degrees were also introduced and conferred in Chap-
ters. When the action of the General Grand Chapter, al-
ready alluded to, was taken, measures were adopted to
introduce the Council system. The Grand Master of the
Grand Council of Illinois authorized Comp. T. S. Parvin and
others in Towa to heal Companions irregularly made in
Chapters. He also granted dispensation for a Council in
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Iowa, to which the Grand Council of Illinois granted a char-
ter, September 26,1856. He also granted a dispensation for
a second Council, and it was extended to the session in 1856.
when, a dispensation for a third Council having been issued,
charters were granted to two Councils, October 1, 1856.

Delegates from these three Councils met January 2, 1857,
and organized on that day the Grand Council of Iowa. It
went on with apparent prosperity, increasing the number of
its subordinates to nineteen, besides three in another juris-
diction, until 1878, when it “consolidated with the Grand
Chapter,” and, in the language of the then Grand Recorder,
“ closed the record of the Grand Council of the State of Iowa
—for the present.”

It met twice in 1857. Its proceelings were published an-
nually, except that those for 1859 and 1860 were published
in one pamphlet, as well as those for 1865 and 1866. In
1872, a title page, introduction and index for a volume were
published, and in 1878 a title page and introduction for a
volume,embracing the whole proceedings, with an index from
1873 to 1878, were also published. The proceedings of 1857,
1858, 1865, 1866 and 1869 have been re-printed.

KANSAS,

The Grand Council of Royal, Select and Super-Excellent
Masons of Kansas was organized December 12,1867, by three
Councils chartered by the Grand Council of Missouri. It
has met annually since, except in 1880, when one session was’
lost by changing the time of meeting from October to the
following February. When its last proceedings were pub-
lished it had eleven subordinates. ft has published nine
pamphlets containing respectively proceedings as follows :—
1867, same re-printed in 1878 ; 1868 to 1871, 1872 to 1874,
1875 to 1877, 1879 to 1881, 1882 to 1884, 1885, and 1886
to 1887. It is a constituent of the General Grand Council.

KENTUCKY.

In the autumn and winter of 1816-17, Jeremy L. Cross
travelled through Kentucky and conferred the Select De-
gree, especially at Lexington and Shelbyville. On his return
from his Southern tour, late in the following summer, he
sent charters to the Companions at the two places above
named, dated as of the time when he conferred the degree,
and entered them in his book as Councils organized by
him. If the Companions ever organized a Council under
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either charter it “ died and made no sign” that has been
preserved.

The Grand Council was organized December 10, 1827, by
delegates from six Councils. Therecords of the Grand Coun-
cil do not show the source from which any one of them re-
ceived their charters; but Companion Willis Stewart, an
original member of one of them, stated in a communication
published in 1850, that they were all organized in 1827, by
John Barker, agent of the Southern Supreme Council, and
there is no reason to doubt the statement.

This course was taken in consequence of the action of the
Grand Chapter of Kentucky, which, at its session on Sep-
tember 3, 1827, in response to the Maryland circular in re-
lation to the Select Degree, declared that it did not permit
that degree to be conferred in the Chapters in Kentucky. :

The Grand Council started prosperously, but it soon in a
measure succumbed to.the anti-Masonic, feeling, and from
1833 to 1845 inclusive, it met only once—in 1841; it did
not meet in 1848 or 1849 ; from 1850 to its attempted disso-
lution, in 1878, it met annually except in 1861 and 1862,
In 1878 it attempted to surrender the degrees to the Chapter,
but the General Grand Master held that the action by which
it attempted to do this was void, nevertheless, as the Grand
Council and all its Subordinates were dormant and, for the
time being, dead, and ascertaining that his action would
cause no disturbance in the Grand Chapter, he issued a
dispensation for a Council in Kentucky.

In 1881 the Grand Council reorganized, by direction of
the General Grand Master, the Council U. D., which had
continued its work up to that time, returned its dispensa-
tion, and its members, including those who had received the
degrees therein, received a charter from the reorganized
Grand Council. This has met annually since. It is not a
constituent of the General Grand Chapter.

Its proceedings were published in 1827, 1828, and 1829;
with those of the Grand Chapter in 1830, 1831, 1832, 1841,
1846, 1847, 1850, 1851, and 1878 ; and annually by them-
selves in the other years in which it met.

LOUISIANA.

On account of the confusion which existed in Masonry
during the early history of Louisiana, it is quite impossible
to ascertain precisely how and when these degrees were in-
troduced.
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In the tableau of the Grand Chapter in 1828, Holland
Council, No. 1, is named ; in the tableaux for 1829 and 1830
a Grand Council of Royal and select Masters is named, and
the names, numbers and location of three subordinates are
stated. Nothing further is stated, so far as known, till 1845,
when (as well as in 1846 and 1847), Holland Council, No.
1, is mentioned as attached to Polar Star' Chapter. The
refusal of the General Grand Chapter to recognize the Grand
Chapter then existing, and the formation of a new Grand
Chapter in 1848, caused a re-organization of Capitular Ma-
sonry and naturally of Cryptic Masonry also.

The present Grand Council was organized February 10,
1856, by four Councils. One of them was Holland Council,
No. 1, above mentioned, and is understood to have been
organized in 1827, by John Barker, agent of the Southern
Supreme Council, one of the others was chartered by the
Grand Council of Kentucky in 1852, and the other two by
the Grand Council in Alabama, one in 1847 and one in
1855. '

The Grand Council adopted the seal of the old Grand
Council, but it gives no light as to the date of the formation
of that body.

It has met every year and is a constituent of the General
Grand Council.

- Its proceedings were published from 1856 to 1861 inclu-
sive, separately and with those of the Grand Chapter ; those
since published annually, except that two years’ proceedings
were published together in 1876 and 1877, and in 1879 and
1880.

MAINE,

The system of conferring these degrees in chapters had
been introduced into Maine, and at least one Council was
working under the authority of the General Grand Chapter,
when that body determined to have nothing further to do
with the degrees. Companions finding that this system
was not recognized by the Grand Councils, received the de-

ees in Councils in other jurisdictions and introduced the

uncil system,

The Grand Council of Massachusetts, on June 13, 1854,
granted Charters to three Councils in Maine, one to take
rank from that day, and one of the others from the next
day, and the other from the next following day. A charter
was also granted for a fourth Council, in April, 1855, but
while a memorandum of the fact was entered upon the fly-
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leaf of the record-book, it was not entered on the record
itself.

The Grand Council of Maine was organized by delegates
from the first three, on the third of May, 1855 ; the fourth
Council had probably not then received its charter, but it
was recognized at the next session. Immediately after the
organization a charter was granted to the Council which had
been working under the authority of the General Grand
Chapter.

The Grand Council has met and published its proceedings
annually, except that those for 1855 and 1856 are in one
pamphlet. It is a constituent of the General Grand Council,

MARYLAND.

An account of the early existence of the Rite in Mary-
land has already been given in the preceding history, and
therefore only a brief summary will be given here.

Before 1800 the Select Degree was conferred in Maryland
as a “side” degree. The parties having it seemed to under-
stand (but erroneously) that they had exclusive possession
and charge of it. They were inclined to place it under the
charge of the chapters, and in Novewber, 1817, the Grand
Chapter authorized its subordinates to confer it, but did not
expressly make it a part of the chapter system. Before
1820 the Royal Degree was introduced, and was evidently
considered by many to be a necessary part of the system,
for that year a resolution was adopted by the Grand Chap-
ter, that_chapters might in their discretion omit conferring
the Royal Degree and the degree called Noah’s Ark. In
1824, the Select Degree was by an amendment of the consti-
tution formally made a part of the chapter system to be
conferred 7zext before the M. E. Master's Degree. In the
constitution of 1845, it was placed mext after the Most Ex-
cellent ; but in the constitution of 1856 it is not mentioned ;
nevertheless, both it and the Royal Degree (as preparatory
to it) were conferred in Councils formed within the chapters
till 1872, when the Grand Chapter adopted a resolution for-
bidding its subordinates conferring the degrees.

The result was that the Council system was at once
adopted.

On May 12, 1874, the Grand Council was organized by
representatives of six Councils; by what authority these
were chartered does not appear in the proceedings.

The Grand Council has met annually ; it is a constituent
of the General Grand Council. Its proceedings to 1881 in-
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<lusive, have been published ; those for 1875 and 1876 are
in one pamphlet, and also those for 1878 and 1879.

MASSACHUSETTS.

The first Council in Massachusetis was a voluntary Coun-
cil of Royal Masters formed in 1817, by Benjamin Gleason
and other Companions. They soon after sought and obtain-
ed the sanction of Columbian Council in New York city.
In the Select Degree was conferred. Cross, in 1818,
sent Henry Fowle a charter for a Select Council, but it was
never organized.

Jeremy L. Cross organized a Select Council at Spring-
field, May 28, 1818, which did not begin to confer the Select
Degree till January 6, 1821.

uncils were organized at Salem, Newburyport and Med-
field, without charters, by members of Boston Council, with
its consent.

Two other Councils were chartered by the Grand Council
of New York, one June 16, 1824, and the other October 14,
1825.

Hiram Council was organized by Walter Janes, who re-
ceived his authority from Cross.

Councils were formed before 1826, at Brimfield and
Princeton, but by whom, it is not certainly known, but most
probably by Cross, directly or indirectly.

Representatives from siz of these ten Councils met in
convention to form a Grand Council, February 8, 1826, and
the organization was completed June 15, 1826.

The anti-Masonic storm had already commenced, and
many of the Councils went down under its violence. No
records of the Grand Council are found for the years inter-
vening between 1827 and 1847. It is certain, however, that
meetings were held, and the records entered on loose sheets
of paper which were lost. Companion Abraham A.Dame
continued at the head of it,and on March 1,1847, a meeting
was held and the Grand Council re-organized by the election
of Grand Officers. A charter was granted for a Council in
Rhode Island. After this there is another gap in the records
up to 1853; but meetings were held in the interim, as in
1852 a charter was granted for a Council in New Hampshire.
Since 1853 it has met regularly. Companion Dame was
elected Grand Master in 1826, and continued at the head of
the Grand Council till 1857, when he declined a re-election.

The regular annual publication of its proceedings did not
commence until 1867, but those of 1859 and 1860 were pub-
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lished together in 1861, and those of 1861 in 1862, and
those of 1866 in 12mo. in 1867. Those of 1826 to 1859
were published together in 1874, and the same years those
from 1862 to 1865 were published together. In 1875 those
for 1859 and 1860 were re-printed in one pamphlet, and
those for 1866 in octavo, and in 1878, those for 1861, so
that all the proceedings previous to 1867 were printed or
re}}rinted in 1874, 1875 and 1878.

t has twenty-two subordinate Councils with a member-
ship of nearly three thousand, and is a constituent of the
General Grand Council.

MICHIGAN..

Cryptic Masonry, in an organized form, was introduced
into this state in the latter part of 1855, or in the early
g?rt of 1856, by the issuing of a dispensation by the Grand

aster of Connecticut for Monroe Council at Detroit, and
granting authority to “a competent Companion to heal such
Companions in Michigan as had taken the Council degrees
in Royal Arch Chapters.” At the session of the Grand
Council of Connecticut in 1857, the Grand Master announc-
ed that he had granted a dispensation for another Council
in Michigan, located at St. Clair. On May 12, 1857, char-
ters were granted to these two Councils, and also to a Coun-
cil at Pontiac.

On January 13, 1858, delegates from these three Councils
met and organized the Grand Council of Michigan. It has
met annually since, and twice in 1861, in consequence of a
change in the time of meeting from January to June.

The proceedings for 1858 to 1863 are in 12mo.; those
since, octavo. Those for 1859 and 1860 are in the same
pamphlet ; also those for 1874 and 1875. The session for
1873 commenced December 31, 1872, and the proceedings
are often mistaken for those of 1872. .

It is not a constituent of the General Grand Council. It
has forty-three subordinates, and over two thousand mem-
bers. It does not recognize as Cryptic Masons those who
receive the degrees in Chapters or Councils held under a
Chapter.

MINNESOTA.

In his address to the Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters of New York, June 4, 1855, the Grand Master said
that Minnesota Council bad received its warrant and was
prospering. In the published proceedings no mention is



HISTORY OF GRAND COUNCIL OF MINNESOTA. 113

made of the granting of this charter; it was probably
granted August 4, 1854, but perhaps not till February 4,
1855. On June 4, 1856, a resolution was adopted authoriz-
ang the Grand Master to inquire into the matter of Minne-
sota Council, and demand a statement of its affairs and
returns, or else the surrender of its warrant and properties.
_At the next session (1857) of the Grand Council, the Grand
_Master reported that he had been unable to accomplish any
wesult. Three letters from the Grand Master are published,
but he states that he had received no answer to either of
them. The Grand Council voted to give the Council sixty
days in which to make returns and pay dues. At the next
Session (1858), the Grand Master reported that no returns
Tad been made or dues paid, but that the T. Ill. Master was
in the city, and would probably be present and explain. It
~would seem that he was not present, for the committee re-

orted that no return had ever been made, nor the charter

ee paid, although they were informed that the fee had been
sent but not received on account of some accident ; and the
Council was given till the first of August to make returns
and pay dues, or in default the Grand Master should revoke
the charter; no returns having been made on August 14,
1858, the Grand Master issued his ediet revoking the char-
ter. He duly reported his action at the next session of the
Grand Council, stating that he received no reply to his com-
munication.

Some work was done in this Council, but probably it was
dormant most of the time while its charter was in force. It
is said that the course pursued by this Council was taken
in consequence of a claim, on behalf of the Supreme Coun-
cil of the Southern Jurisdiction, of exclusive jurisdiction
over these degrees in Minnesota. Support for this allega-
tion is found in the fact that when the Grand Council of
Towa proposed to charter a Council in Minnesota, an active
member of that Supreme Council protested against it. It is
said, however, that that Supreme Council did not attempt
to sustain his claim, but disclaimed for the future any juris-
diction over the degrees.

The Grand Council of Iowa, October 21, 1879, granted a
charter for a Council at St. Paul ; and on October 14, 1870,
granted charters to Councils at Minneapolis and Rochester,
to which dispensations had been previously issued.

Representations from these three Councils organized the
Grand Council of Minnesota, December 12, 1870.

H
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By a resolution, the numbers of these Councils were
changed, and a copy of the resolution was ordered to be en-
dorsed on all the charters, under which the Councils have
since continued to act.

The Grand Council met for routine of business in Janu-
ary following, and has met annually since.

The proceedings of 1870 and 1871, of 1872 and 1878, of
1874, 1875 and 1886 are each sent in one pamphlet. Since
1876, they have been published annually.

Its representatives took a very active part in the forma-
tion of the Grand Council, and in the ﬁreliminary measures
leading thereto; and it was among the first to ratify the
Constitution, and became a constituent of that Body.

\ MISSISSIPPI.

Cross conferred the Select Degree at Natchez, when he
made his Southern trip in 1816-17. On his return he sent
to those on whom he had conferred the degree a charter for
a Council, dated March 15,1817, and entered the Council on
his list, but there is no evidence that it ever organized.

In 1829, a Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem was
organized at Natchez, which assumed jurisdiction over these
degrees, and at a later date issued charters for Councils.
John Barker was the effective agent in organizing this Grand
Council, P. of J., acting under the authority of the Southern
Supreme Council. It is stated that Natchez Council was
chartered in 1829.

A Grand Council was formed at Jackson in 1854 (accord-
ing to one account, and in 1855 according to another) by
Councils not hailing under the Grand Council of Princes of
Jerusalem ; but a somewhat extended examination fails to
show by wl at authority they were chartered. A Council was
chartered by the Grand Council of Alabama at Columbus,
Miss., in 1848, but the charter was revoked in 1852.

By authority of the Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem,
its subordinate Councils, by their representatives, met in
convention January 2, 1856, held a two days’ session, and
then met by adjournment on the eighteenth, and on Janu-
ary 19, 1856, organized a Grand Council.

" Councils numbered as high as seventeen took part in the
proceedings, but only seven were represented. Some of the
numbers were vacant, as upon renumbering, number seven
became number three, and number seventeen became number
seven ; on the other hand, number eight remained the same.
After the Grand Council was organized, the Grand Counecil,
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P. of J., by a formal instrument under its seal, undertook to
“give, grant, convey, release and quit claim into said Grand
Council of Royal and Select Masters held at Vicksburg, all
the right, title and interest of this Grand Council of Princes
of Jerusalem, in and to the said degrees of Royal and Seleet
Master, with full and complete jurisdiction over the same
within the territorial jurisdiction of the State of Mississippi.”
The constitution provided that all the members of the Grand
Council of Princes of Jerusalem, on January 19, 1856, should
be ex-officio life members of the Grand Council, with “ all the
rights and privileges of such.” :

By the provisions of the constitution also, all Councils
instituted by the Grand Council Princes of Jerusalem should
be recognized by the Grand Council, and pass under its gov-
ernment, but only upon a certificate of good standing issued
by the former.

It was further provided that any Council in the State,
chartered by any other authority, might, upon surrendering
its warrant, receive one from the new Grand Council, but
that their several initiates must be healed by such Council
after receiving its charter, provided that such surrender was
made by the 1st of July, 1856.

In the Acacia for July 1857, the Grand Recorder officially
announces that the Grand Council formed at Natchez in
1854 had dissolved, and that all difficulties had been settled.

At the Annual Assembly in 1857, three additional Coun-
cils—Cayuga, William H. Stevens, and New Albany—appear
on the rolls, numbered respectively mine, ten and efeven.
The Grand Recorder, during the session, after the time for
receiving new charters had been extended, announced that
he had issued new charters to Jackson Council, No. 5, and
Mt. Holly, No. 12.

These Councils became constituents of the Grand Council
under the provisions above referred to; but the proceedings
do not show the authority under which they formerly hailed,
except that Jackson and New Albany Councils had been con-
stituents of the Jackson Grand Council. There were other
Councils under the other authority which came in later.

The Grand Council did not meet in 1862 or 1863, and the
minutes of the session for 1861 were burned before they
were published or recorded, and nearly all that is known of
its proceedings is the names of the Grand officers selected at
that meeting.

The depression of business after the war, and the rage for
societies with an insurance feature, greatly affected all the
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branches of Masonry in the State, and there was a large fall-
ing off in the membership in all the bodies, but more especi-
ally in the Chapter and the Council. Many Councils sur-
rendered their charters, others became dormant, others “had
a name to live,” and but few were doing work. The Grand
Council met annually, however, till 1877, when it adopted
what is known as the “ Mississippi Plan,” by which the de-
grees were “transferred to the Grand Chapter.” It was pro-
vided that:

¢ Each Royal Arch Chapter shall hereafter open within its bosom,
under its charter, as a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, a Council of
Royal and Select Masters, and confer the degrees of Royal and Select
Master ; the officers of the Chapter, corresponding in rank to those of
the Council, to be the officers of the Council.”

¢¢ All the Royal Arch Masons who have not received the degrees of
Royal Master and Select Master, shall be entitled to have the same
conferred or communicated, on their request, and without charge, but
candidates who shall hereafter receive the Royal Arch Degree shall,
immediately thereafter, and in connection with the Royal Arch Degree,
receive ’the degrees of Royal and Select Master without additional
charge.’

In consequence, the Grand Council was dissolved, and all
its subordinates “ ceased to exist.” The failure to have this
“ Plan ” generally adopted has developed quite a sentiment
in Mississippi in favour of returning to the Council system.

The proceedings were published annually up to 1877 in-
clusive, except in 1861, 1862 and 1863.

The following from “The Acacia,” published at Natchez,
and edited by William Mellen, gives some further details
in relation to the organization of the Grand Council.

¢ @rand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Mississippi.

¢ A convention was called to meet at the city of Natchez, the firat
Monday in January, of the Councils of Royal and Select Masters,
then holding under the authority of the Grand Council of Princes of
Jerusalem of Mississippi, who had been exercising jurisdiction over
the degrees in Mississippi, since October, 1829, to take into considera-
tion the propriety of forming an independent organization. A Consti-
tution was formed, but owing to the inclemency of the weather prevent-
ing a full attendance, the Convention adjourned to meet at Vicksburg,
on Friday, after the meeting of the Grand Chapter, and before the
meeting of the Grand Lodge, when the Constitution was finally adopted.
The Most Excellent Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem granted
to the new Grand Council all their right, title and interest in and to
the said Degreee, and full jurisdiction over the same in this State.
Provision was made for Councils holding under the said Grand Council
of Princes of Jerusalem for coming in on equal terms with those in
Convention, on being certified as being in good standing by the proper
officers of the Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem, if application
be made prior to 1st day of July next. Also for Councils holding
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under any other body in this State on surrendering their present char-
ters, and petitioning the new Grand Council within the same period,
and paying the Grand Recorder’s fee for charter, excluding, however,
the initiates of the latter named Councils. The initiates to the time of
the adoption of the Grand Constitution to be healed, and one dollar
each, for healing, to be paid into the Grand Treasurer.

¢ The Grand Officers were elected and installed January 19, 1856.”

MISSOURI.

This Grand Council was organized May 21, 1864, by three
Councils chartered by the Grand Council of Illinois. It has
met annually since, except in 1865 and 1879. Its proceed-
ings have been published regularly, except that those for
1880 and 1881 are in one pamphlet, and those for 1864 are
reprinted with those of 1867, and have since been reprinted
by Comp. James W. Staton.

Comp. O’Sullivan, the first Grand Master, in his first ad-
dress, said the Royal Degree was first introduced “ into Ma-
sonry in 1828, by an adventurous Baptist preacher.” He
adds, “ About 1818 [probably a misprint for 1838] another
Eastern luminary crossed the Mississippi, and subsequently
showed authority from Comp. Cross to communicate the de-
grees to all Royal Arch Masons whom he found worthy. At
a later period Councils were formed, and in 1842 a Grand
Council for the State of Missouri was formed by and through
the authority vested in our Companion by Comp. Cross.”
At the same time Chapters chartered by the General Grand
Chapter conferred the degrees ; but in 1854 this practice was
forbidden. This Grand Council and all its subordinates seem
to_have been very short-lived.

At the session of the Grand Council of Kentucky in 1853,
the Grand Master announced that he had granted dispensa-
tions for Councils in Booneville and Springfield, Missouri ;
and August 31, 1853, a charter was granted to the Boone-
ville Council, and the dispensation to the Springfield Coun-
cil continued. The proceedings do not show the granting of
any charter to the latter, but it was borne on the roll of the
Grand Council, as No. 23, for several years. A charter was
also granted to Westport Council, October 13, 1857, but was
apparently never issued, as it was borne on the rolls as West-
port Council, UD. None of these Councils made returns
after the grant of its charter. The Booneville Council re-
commended the issuing of a dispensation early in 1837 to St.
Louis Council. All these Kentucky Councils soon became
extinet, or, at any rate, were so treated.
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The Grand Council of Illinois granted a charter to St.
Louis Council, October, 1, 1857, and to Weston Council at
Weston, and Marion Council at Hannibal, October 6, 1863,
and these three formed the Grand Council of Missouri.

It is a constituent of the General Grand Council.

NEBRASKA,

This Grand Council was organized November 20, 1872,
by Omaha, Alpha and Furnas Councils.

Omaha Council was organized July 8, 1867, under a char-
ter from the Supreme Council 33° for the Southern Juris-
diction of the United States. Alpha Council was organized
under a charter from the same authority, dated November
10, 1868, and Furnas Council was organized April 25, 1871,
under a dispensation from the Grand Council of Kansas,
which granted to it a charter on the eighth of October of
the same year.

It met annually till 1878, but the session for 1874 was
held in January, 1875. In 1878 it adopted a modification
of the “ Mississippi plan,” and became dormant.

But on March Y, 1886, a special assembly was held and
the Grand Council revived ; several Companions, made under
the authority of the Grand Chapter, were introduced and
healed. A resolution was adopted that the Grand Council
resume its authority and assume exclusive control and juris-
diction over the degrees. The Grand Secretary of the Grand
Chapter was requested to furnish a list of all Companions
who had received the degrees in Chapters, who were to be
recognized “after formally being healed by the Grand Master,
his deputy or proxy, or in a regular Council.”

A resolution was adopted that the Grand Council become
a constituent of the General Grand Council, but as by the
provisions of its constitution the consent of all the Councils
must be given, the resolution was referred to them for their
consent.

The proceedings of 1872 were published, and then reprint-
ed with those of 1873, and they were printed regularly till
1876 ; those for 1877 and 1878 were ordered to be printed,
but it has been understood that it never was done; those for
March 9, 1886, are sent out on a sheet, but will no doubt
be reprinted with the proceedings of the regular assembly
for the year.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

On August 5th, 1815, Joshua Darling, Artemus Rogers,
John Harris, and Stephen Blanchard, established Tyrian



HISTORY OF GRAND COUNCIL OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 119

~Council of Royal Masters at Hopkinton, by agreeing to a
“Constitution.” The officers were to be Grand ster,
King and Master of Ceremonies, the former was ex officio,
Treasurer, and the latter Secretary. The degree could be
conferred only on Royal Arch Masons. On the same day a
special meeting was held, at which Benjamin Gleason was
present ; there is little doubt that he conferred the degree
on “ the founders,” and prepared their * constitution” for
them, but he gave them no warrant, and the Council did
not have any. It at once commenced doing work, and con-
tinued to do so for a little over a year, when the record of
work ceases; the public Registers, however, give lists of
officers which indicate regular annual elections.

About August 19th, 1817, Jeremy L. Cross visited Hop-
kinton, and conferred the degree of Select Master upon
several Companions who were members of Tyrian Council.
He subsequently sent them a charter under that date, but
it was not received, and the Council organized, till 1819.

The two Councils worked separately till 1822, when they
consolidated into Tyrian Council of Royal and Select Mas-
ters, which continued to work until the latter part of 1827,
when it went down in the anti-Masonic storm.

As early as 1819 (and probably earlier) Benjamin Gleason
“assisted the Companions at Portsmouth” in forming a
Council of Royal Masters, under the name of Guardian
Council. Its records have not been preserved. In 1819
the register gives a “Select Council at Portsmouth,” which,
in 1821, becomes Guardian Council of Royal and Select
Masters.

Washington Council, at Hanover, was formed before April,
1822, but its record is lost, and nothing is known of the
source from which it received its authority.

Columbian Council was organized at Claremont, April
15th, 1822 ; James F. Dana und James Poole were present,
and assisted ; a committee was appointed to return thanks
to them, and make them such compensation as should be
deemed proper. No mention of any warrant is made in the
record, and the proceedings indicate that there was none,
but that it was a voluntary Council.

The two Councils first named had no charters or warrants
when organized, and it is reasonably certain that the other
two were established in the same manner.

These four Councils united in the formation of a Grand
Council, July 9th, 1823, Its record has been lost, and it is
not known whether it met annually or not. In 1827 one
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of its Subordinates took action, indicating that the Grand
Council was extinct; but, in 1828, the Grand Chapter re-
cognized its existence, and in 1830 it granted a dispensation
for a new Council, and its officers for 1830 are given in the
Register ; in 1832 one of its officers wrote a letter, in which
he assumes that it would meet that year.

The Grand Council had established a Council at Keene,
of which nothing is known beyond the fact of its existence;
Pythagorean Council, at Sandbornton ; and Orphan Council,
at Concord.

But the Grand Council and all its Subordinates went
down before the anti-masonic storm, and for twenty years
(1885 to 1855) Cryptic Masonry was dormant in this juris-
diction.

On August 28th, 1855, Orphan Council held its first meet-
ing for twenty years; Columbian Council followed its ex-
ample, December 13th, 1856, after being dormant twenty-
four years. In the meantime the Grand Council of Con-
necticut had granted a dispensation for Adoniram Council,
at Manchester, and a charter followed, May 12th, 1857.

On June 11th, 1862, these three Councils formed the
Grand Council of New Hampshire. One circumstance re-
quires special mention; Orphan Council, from 1855 to 1862,
and Columbian Council, from 1856 to 1862, worked under
their charters received from a Grand Council which had
been extinct for at least twenty years. The doctrine was
practically asserted that a regularly chartered body is not
affected by the dissolution of the Grand Body which created
it, but it still continues to exist as an independent body,
under the jurisdiction of no Grand Body. This doctrine
has been questioned, but it is difficult to perceive why it is
not correct.

The Grand Council has met annually since its reorganiza-
tion ; it now has ten Subordinates, whose membership has
steadily increased. It is a constituent of the General Grand
Council.

Its proceedings were not published till 1869, and in 1879,
those from its organization to 1870, were printed in one
pamphlet.
. NEW JERSEY.

On November 26, 1860, two Councils had been established
in New Jersey by the Grand Council of Pennsylvania and
one by the Grand Council of New York; and on that da;
a Grand Council was formed by their representatives. It
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met twice in 1861, and has met annually since. It is not a
constituent of the General Grand Council. The proceedings
of 1860 were published in 12mo., but were reprinted with
those of 1861 in octavo; they have since been published
annually, except that those for 1867 and 1868 are in one
pamphlet, as well as those for 1871 and 1872, and those for
1878 and 1879 ; those for 1864 have been reprinted by Bro.
Staton.
NEW YORK.

The history of the Rite in this State has necessarily been
largely given in the general history, so that only a brief re-
capitulation will be given here.

On September 2, 1810, a number of Royal Masters, who
had received the degree as a “Side Degree,” met without a
warrant from any source and, of their own motion, organ-
ised “ Columbian Grand Council of Royal Master Masons,
for the City of New York.” At first they conferred the
Royal Degree only ; afterwards the Orders of “ Knights of
the Round Table,” “ Knight of the Garter,” and “ Knight
of St. George of Cappadocia ;” and in 1818, and afterwards,
the Super Excellent Y)egree.

In 1821 it merged with a Council of Select Masters, which
was also a voluntary body without a warrant, and formed
by members of the Council of Royal Masters, on the day
when the merging took place. Although styling itself a
Grand Council, it exercised only the powers of a working
Council, except that in 1817 it “sanctioned ” a Council of
Royal Masters, which Benjamin Gleason had formed in Bos-
ton, as a voluntary, unwarranted body. Its records, up to
1823, were published (12 'mo.) by STEPHEN BERRY.

On January 23rd, the officers and past officers of this
Council met and formed the Grand Council of New York.
It continued its existence till 1860, though it failed to meet
some years, and the meetings of other years were not en-
tered of record.

In consequence of the schism in symbolic Masonry for
several years prior to 1854, the Grand Council of Connecti-
cut chartered three Councils in New York, whose represen-
tatives formed another Grand Council, May 27, 1854, al-
though the old Grand Council was then in existence, under
the control, however, of those not recognized then as regular
Masons. In 1860 the troubles in symbolic Masonry had
been composed, and the two Grand Councils united. The
Grand Council thus formed has met annually since. It isa
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constituent of the General Grand Council, its representatives
having taken a leading part in the organization of thatbody.

The proceedings of the old Grand Council from 1823 te
1860 were first published in 1874 ; the proceedings of the
other were published annually, except that those for 1854
to 1856 are in one phlet ; those of the united body have
been printed a.nnuaff;,n except that those for 1862 to 1865
are in one pamphlet ; all those up to 1872 are 12mo.; those
since, octavo.

NORTH CAROLINA.

The source from which the Rite was introduced-into this
State is not absolutely known, but there is no reasonable
doubt that the first Councils in the State were organized
under the authority of the Southern Supreme Council.

A Grand Council was organized June 24th, 1822; it met
again in 1823, and adjourned to meet in convention in 1824,
to act finally upon a resolution (unanimously adopted by it),
to place the Councils under the government of the Grand
Chapter, and then to dissolve the Grand Council; it is un-
certain whether the convention met or not. The Grand
Chapter, in 1824, sought the opinion of the Deputy General
G. H. Priest of the General Grand Chapter upon the ques-
tion of taking control of the Councils, and upon receiving
his answer in 1825, decided that it was inexpedient to do so.
Whether the Grand Council met after 1823, is not known,
but it soon ceased to exist and was forgotten, and all its sub-
ordinates died with it. The discovery of a copy of the pro-
ceedings of 1822 and 1823 gave the first knowledge of the
existence of this Grand Council to the Companions of the
present day.

In 1860, three Councils were chartered by the Su-
preme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction, and three
representatives met and formed a Grand Council, June 6th,
1860 ; but in consequence of the civil war, it did not meet
again till 1866, after which it met regularly till 1883, except
in 1880. In 1883, it formally dissolved and turned the de-
grees over to the Grand Chapter, which made them a part
of its series of degrees to be conferred after that of Most Ex-
cellent Master, and before the Royal Arch; whether these
degrees are regarded as “side degrees,” or the order of de-
grees fixed by the General Grand Chapter is purposely dis-
regarded, is not known to the writer. In all Jurisdictions,
except Virginia and West Virginia, whose Grand Chapters
are not constituents of the General Grand Chapter, and
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North Carolina, whose Grand Chapter is a constituent of
that Body, these degrees are conferred only on Royal Arch
Masons.

The proceedings of the first Grand Council and of 1860 of
the later one, were published in 12mo. or 16mo.; those of
1866 and 1867, were published only with those of the Grand
Chapter, while those of 1868 were also published separately.
Comp. R. H. Thomas, reprinted those of 1860, 1866 and
1868 ; and those of 1822, 1823 and 1860, are reprinted as an
appendix to those of 1874.

OHIO.

Cross, in the latter part of 1816, conferred the Select De-
gree in Ohio, and the next year sent the Companions a
charter for a Council at Chillicothe, but no evidence has
been found to show that they organized under it.

In 1827 the Grand Council of New York chartered a
Council at Cleveland, but no subsequent mention of it has
been found.

In 1827 and 1828, John Barker, as agent of the Southern
Supreme Council, organized Councils in Ohio; some of them
have become extinct, and their records lost.

Representatives from five Councils, undoubtedly all organ-
ized Ey Barker, met January 6th, 1830, and organized a
Grand Council, which has met annually since, except in
1832, 1833 and 1851, and published its proceedings regu-
larly. It is a constituent of the General Grand Council.

The proceedings to 1840, inclusive, are quarto, those since,
octavo; the former were reprinted in 1876 by R. H. Thomas,
in quarto, but with the pages so made up as to be trimmed
for octavo ; those from 1841 to 1850 were reprinted in 1878
by Bro. Staton.

This Grand Council has over fifty Subordinates, with a
total membership of over three thousand.

OREGON.

On September 1st, 1881, the General Grand Master of the
General Grand Council, granted authority to Asa H. Hodson,
to assemble not less than five R. and S. Masters, and confer
the degrees upon not exceeding nine Royal Arch Masons
unanimously approved by the Companions so assembled, to
aid in the formation of a Council, U.D. The reason was that
it was impossible to get together in that State nine Com-
Pinions, although there were that number in the State. At
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the same time a dispensation for Pioneer Council, U.D,, at
McMinnville, was issued. The duty imposed by the com-
mission was duly performed, and the Council organized.

On April 5th, 1882, a dispensation was issued by the same
authority for Oregon Council, at Corvallis.

At the session of the General Grand Council, August 14th,
1883, Charters were granted to these two Councils, as well
as to Washington Council No. 3, at East Portland.

Representatives from these three Councils organized the
Grand Council of Oregon, February 3rd, 1885, but its officers
were not installed and the organization fully completed until
May 11th, 1885. It has met annually since, and of course
is a constituent of the General Grand Council.

Its proceedings have been published annually, numbered
in parts for a volume, but not paged consecutively.

PENNSYLVANIA,

In 1847, a Grand Council was formed by two Pennsyl-
vania Councils and a Texas Council. .

Its record was not preserved, but in 1860, the Grand Re-
corder found detached papers relating to its meetings in
1847, 1843, 1849, 1850 and 1851, and entered them upon its
records. After 1851, it languished, and it is said that in
1854 its officers undertook to turn over the degrees to the
Council of Princes of Jerusalem, but their action was not
approved by the Councils whose representatives met Decem-
ber 30th, 1854, and reorganized the Grand Council, which
has met annually since. It is not a constituent of the Gen-
eral Grand Council, but sustains the action of that Body in
refusing recognition those receiving the degrees in Chapters
or in Councils held under a Chapter Warrant or “appurte-
nant to a Chapter.”

Pamphlets in relation to its proceedings were published
in 1856, 1858, 1860, 1864 and 1867. Since 1869, its pro-
ceedings have been printed annually, and in 1872, those
from its organization were published in one pamphlet, but
those for 1872 were paged separately from those of the pre-
vious years.

RHODE ISLAND.

On March 28th, 1818, there was a meeting in Masons’
Hall, Providence, of “ Royal Arch Masouns, who have, from
time to time, received the degree of Royal Master.” They
do not seem to have organized as a Council formally, but
styled themselves a Council. At an adjourned meeting, held
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May 19th, 1818, it was voted that “the degree of Select
Master be attached to this Council.” On September 27th,
1819, Jeremy L. Cross gave a Charter, “ without expense,”
to Providence Council of Royal and Select Masters. -Durin

the anti-Masonic storm, it became dormant, but was revive§
in 1841, and for nearly twenty years worked under Cross’s

warrant, being entirely independent of any governing
power.

In 1847, Pawtucket Council was organized by the Grand
Council of Massachusetts; and in 1860, Webb Council, at
Warren, was chartered by the Grand Council of Connecticut.

In 1849, the Supreme Council of the Northern Jurisdic-
tion issued a Charter for a Lodge of Perfection at Newport,
and upon this Charter was endorsed the following authority
to confer the degrees of Royal and Select Master : —

‘¢ SUUM CTIQUE.

‘“Know ye, also, that we, the within named Supreme Grand Coun-
cil, hereby grant unto our Lodge of Perfection within named, full
power and authority to open and hold, whenever necessary, a Council
of ¢ Select Masons of 27,” for the sole purpose of initiating any of the
active members of said Lodge, who are of the grade of ‘‘ Grand, elect,
perfect and sublime Mason,” that shall petition for the same, and be
found worthy, into the degree of a ‘‘ Select Mason of 27,” and the
appendant degrees of Royal Master and Super-Excellent Master ; and
the presiding officers for the time being of the Lodge within named,
and their lawful successors in office, are hereby appointed and consti-
tuted the presiding officers of such Councils, wherever held, and are
required to act as such, taking rank and discharging the duties corres-
ponding to the rank and duties they hold and discharge in their said
Lodge. And the said Lodge is hereby required to report the names of
all brethren thus initiated into the afore-named degrees in its annual
returns to be made by all Lodges of Perfection within our Jurisdiction.

¢ In witness whereof, we have signed this, our special Warrant, and
have hereunto affixed the Grand Seal of our 1llustrious Order, this 28th
day of the eighth lunar month, called Hesvan Ano. Heb. 5610, Ano.
Ress. 2286, corresponding to the third day of November, 1850, of the
Christian era.

¢ Deus meumque jus.
“J. J.J. GOURGAS,
¢ M.P. Sov. Grand Commander, 33°.  [Seal.]
‘““ ARCHIBALD BULL,
‘ Sov. Grand Inspector-general, 33°
“G. F. YATES,
¢ M. Ills. Insp. Lieut. Grand Commander.”

There was no mention of this endorsement in the record
of the Supreme Council, and no return of the work done
under that authority was made, so that the fact of its exis-
tence was not known to the officers of the Supreme Council
until 1870, when, immediately upon recciving information
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of it, the Grand Commander suspended the authority, which
was fully revoked at the next session (1870) of the Su-
preme Council. The Companions immediately applied for
and received a Charter for De Blois Council from the Grand
Council.

The proper officers of the three Councils first named, took
measures in 1860 to form a Grand Council, and on October
30th, 1860, the organization was perfected.

It has met annually since and enjoys a good degree of
- prosperity. It is not a constituent of the General Grand
‘Council.

The proceedings have been published, but not annually ;-
they are contained in six pamphlets.

SOUTH CAROLINA,

The degrees were cultivated in South Carolina, or at least
the Select Degree, at an early date, as hereinbefore stated.
In consequence of the authority by which the degrees were
conferred, the Grand Council system was not recognized,
but the Supreme Council was regarded as the lawful govern-
ing power. Accordingly, in 1858 and 1859, nine Councils
were chartered by that body. In deference to the usage in
other jurisdictions, the Supreme Council waived its claims,
and a Grand Council was formed February 15th, 1360,

In 1880 the Grand Council adopted the * Mississippi
plan,” but upon receiving notice of the organization of the
General Grand Council, it re-organized in 1881, and became
a constituent of that body.

It met in 1861, but the record was lost. It did not meet
again until 1869. Proceedings published biennially; those
of 1860 published only with those of the Grand Chapter.

TENNESSEE,

This Grand Council was organized October 13, 1847, by
two Councils chartered by the Southern Supreme Couneil,
two by the Grand Council of Kentucky, and one holding a
dispensation from the Grand Council of Alabama. It has
met annually since, except in 1862, 1863, 1864 and 1881. It
is a constituent of the General Grand Council. Its proceed-
ing have been published regularly, except that 1861 and
1865 are in one pamphlet, as well as those for 1879 and 1880.
Up to 1867 they were published with those of Grand Chap-

ter, except in 1866.
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TEXAS.

A Grand Council was organized June 24, 1856, by three
Councils, one chartered by Alabama, one by Kentucky, and
one by New York in 1847 ; another Council, chartered by
XKentucky, did not take part in the organization, but at once
gave in its adhesion, and another chartered by Alabama had
existed, but had then become extinct. It met annually till
1864, when it disbanded, and turned the degrees over to the
Chapter.

e degrees are now conferred in a “ Council appurtenant
to a Chapter,” and only on Royal Arch Masons. It is un-
derstood that & Council is opened under the Chapter charter,
precisely as if the Council was one of the bodies embraced
in the Royal Arch system.

Its proceedings for 1861 were never printed or recorded,
those for 1862, 1863 and 1864 are printed only with those
of the Grand Chapter; those for 1865 were re-printed by
R. H. Thomas, in 1878.

VERMONT.

The history of the Rite in Vermont is of great interest,
because it was the scene of the operations of gross, after his
return from his southern trip, when he first commenced
issuing warrants and authorizing others to issue them.

On %uly 7th, 1817, Cross wrote Eckel that he had granted
a warrant for a Council at Windsor, Vermont, and asked for
authority to continue to grant them. It has been said that
he conferred the degrees in 1817 or 1818, and came around
the year after and gave Charters; but it is quite certain
that he issued his Charters when the degrees were conferred,
except that at first there was a little delay while the Char-
ters were being printed, and perhaps while he was waiting
to hear from Eckel. The following is a copy :—

¢ To all whom these presents may come, greeting.

¢ Know ye, that by the high power in me vested by the Thrice Il-
lustrious and Grand Puissant in the Grand Council of Select Masons
held at the City of Baltimore in the State of Maryland, North America,
I do hereby constitute and empower the within named Companions,
*“to wit, Benjamin P. Baldwin, Timothy P. Bartholomew, David
Hartwell, John H. Cotton, Geo. W. Pritchard, Thomas Currier,
Charles Clark, Nathaniel Verback, John W, Leslie, and others, to form
themselves into a regular Council of Select Masons. And I do appoint
my worthy Companion, John H. Cotton, to be the first thrice Illustri-
ous Grand Master, , to be the firat Illustrious Deputy
Grand Master, and Benjamin P. Baldwin to be Principal Conductor,
and I do grant them full power with their constitutional number to
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assemble, open and confer the Degree of Select Masters, and do all
other business appertaining to the degree, for which this shall be their
warrant, until revoked by the Grand Puissant.

¢¢ And I further direct said Council to hold its meetings at Bradford,
Orange County, and State of Vermont.

¢¢ Given under my hand at Bradford this 13th Day of August, A. D.
1817, and of the year of Discovery 2817.

¢ Jeremy L. Cross.
¢ Deputy Thrice Ill. in the Grand Council.

A Companion in Vermont wrote in 1867, that Wilson, the
Masonic lecturer, told him that some question arose relative
to the authority of Cross, and, after some delay, he com-
menced giving Charters, as he said, by the authority of a
Mr. Eckel, of Baltimore, and two other gentlemen, who said
they acted under powers from the Grand Orient of France.

Cross went on establishing Councils, and John H. Cotton,
by authority derived from Cross, did the same, nntil a Coun-
cil had been organized for each of the Royal Arch Chapters
in the State, nine in number. Cotton organized one at Ben-
nington, May 23rd, 1818, the Warrant of which has been
preserved. It is in the same form as those issued by Cross,
except that Cotton signs it as “ Acting Deputy Puissant in
Grand Council.”

¢ To all whom these presents may come, greeting.

¢ Know ye, that by the high powers in me vested by the Thrice
Illustrious and Grand Puissant in the Grand Council of Select Masters
held at the City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, North
America, I do hereby constitute and empower the within named Com-
panions to form themselves into a regular council of Select Masters, and
I do appoint my worthy companion Samuel S. Young to be first Thrice
Illustrious Grand Master, Zacheus Hovey to be the first Illustrious
Deputy Grand Master, and Oliver Abell, to be the Principal Conductor,
and I do grant them full power, with their constitutional number, to
assemble, open and confer the Degree of Select Master, and do all
other business appertaining to said degree, for which this shall be their
warrant, until revoked by the Grand Puissant. And 1 do further
direct said Council to hold its meetings at Bennington, Bennington
County, and State of Vermont.

¢ Given under my hand at Bennington, this twenty-third day of May,
A.D. 1818, and of the Discovery, 2818.

¢ JorN H. Corron,
¢ Acting Deputy Puissant in Grand Counecli.”

A memorandum containing the first part of the proceed-
ings of a convention held in Rutland, Vermont, July 7th,
1821, was discovered in 1878. It is in the handwriting of the
Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter at that time. Three
Councils were represented. It is believed that the object of
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the convention was to form a Grand Council. Whether one
was formed or not, is not known ; if one was formed it was
buried, not only out of sight, but out of recollection in the
anti-Masonic crusade. The Councils, however, continued to
>xist till from 1826 to 1828, when one after another sus-
pended. They reorganized themselves in 1849 and the fol-
lowing years, and worked till 1854 under their original war-
-ants and subject to no governing head. They were Select
Councils. Many of them did not have the Royal Degree
till after the reorganization, and some of them not until
the formation of the Grand Council. An original member
>f the Bennington Council, living in 1876, says that sowme-
where between 1820 and 1823, the members of that Coun-
xil took a side degree, which he recognized as the Royal De-
gree when that was conferred on him, when the Council was
reorganized in 1849.

The Grand Council was reorganized August 10th, 1854, by
four Councils, although it was assumed in 1855 that there
were then in existence eight Councils. One or two of them,
aowever, were still dormant, not having been reorganized
since their suspension of work.

The Grand Council has met annually, except in 1861 ; it
is a constituent of the General Grand Chapter. Its proceed-
ings have been published regularly, and those for 1854 have
been reprinted.

VIRGINIA.,

In December, 1817, Cross instituted a Council of Select
Masters at Richmond, and the following month one at Dum-
Fries. In 1820, James Cushman went to Virginia, and, under
authority from Cross, established Councils at Portsmouth,
Norfolk, Lynchburg, Petersburg, Staunton, Williamsburg
and Winchester. The Warrants granted by Cross were of
the form he first issued ; it is presumed that those issued by
Cushman ‘were for Councils of Royal and Select Masters.

On December 20th, 1820, a Grand Council was formed ;
notices were issued for a meeting in 1821, but there is no
evidence that it did meet, and considerable that it did
not. There was a special assembly in February, 182§,
in lieu of the annual meeting in December, 1827 ; it met
again in 1828 (December), and in 1829 and 1830 ; it met
again in 1839, apparently for the first time in ten years;
and again in 1841, when it turned over the degrees to the
Chapter, dissolved its subordirates and itself. The Grand

I



130 CRYPTIC MASONRY.

Chapter took charge of the degrees and confers them before
the %oya.l Arch.

The proceedings of 1820, 1828 to 1830 (in one pamphlet),
and 1839, were published.

The degrees were turned over to the Chapter under the
erroneous belief that the degrees originated only in Mary-
land and rightly belonged to the Grand Chapter of that
State; whereas that Grand Chapter had not recognized them
until 1824, four years after the Grand Council of Virginia
had been formed. But for this mistake, caused by erroneous
information, it is believed that the Grand Council system
would have become universal, and at the present day the
degrees would not be conferred under any other authority.

WISCONSIN.

The Grand Council was organized October 28th, 1857, by
three Councils, chartered by the Grand Council of Ohio. It
met annually, except in 1860, until it undertook to dissolve
on March 11th, 1878, when under previous arrangements
with the Grand Chapter, the latter took charge and control
of the degrees. This continued till 1881, when a Grand
Council was organized by representatives from forty-nine
Councils. How these Councils were organized, is not stated
in the record. It is believed, however, that the Royal and
Select Masters belonging to each Chapter were called a
Council ; and that the new organization is a Grand Council
im form only, and is a mere device to continue the confer-
ring of the degrees by the Chapters.

The General Grand Council has not recognized this Grand
Council nor its representatives, but the question concerning
its legal status has been referred to the Committee on Juris-
prudence with instructions to report at the assembly in 1889.

Proceedings to 1875 inclusive, were published in six
pamphlets, each containing proceedings for from two to four
years ; those for 1878 and 1881 are published only with
those of the Grand Chapter.




CHAPTER XII.

Tue RovaL DeEGREE—ITS OFFICERS AND CoLOURS—THE LEGEND
AND SYMBOLISM OF THE DEGREE.

COUNCIL of Royal Masters, under the Ameri-
ol —7 can Rite, consists of eight officers, viz.: A
7 CHM Thrice Illustrious Grand Master, representing
O Solomon, King of Israel; Illustrious Hiram of
Tyre ; and Adoniram, Chief of the Fellow Crafts,
who, after the death of the Builder, was promoted to the
position of Principal Conductor of the Works; Master of
the Exchequer ; Master of Finances; Captain of the Guard ;
Conductor of the Council; Steward. In the Canadian Rite
the officers are a Thrice Illustrious Master ; Deputy Master ;
Principal Conductor of the Works; Chaplain ; Treasurer ;
Recorder ; Master of Ceremonies; Captain of the Guard ;
Conductor ; Organist ; Stewards and a Sentinel.

The degree of Royal Master, as well as the others in this
system, is only conferred on those who have 1}:a.ssed through
the mystic and impressive ceremonials of the Holy Royal
Arch. The Royal degreeis the eighth degree of the Ameri-
can Rite, and the first of the degrees conferred in a Council
of Royal and Select Masters. The Council Chamber, or
place of meeting, represents the private apartment of Solo-
mon, King of Israel, wherein he conferred with his two col-
leagues, while the Temple was being erected. When initia-
ted, a candidate is said to be “honoured with the degree of
a Royal Master.” The symbolic colours of a Royal Master
are black and red. The black is significant of the grief of
the Craft for the loss of their Operative Grand Master; the
red, of his blood which was shed in defence of his integrity
The apron of a Royal Master is black, lined and edged with
red, triangular in form in allusion to the sacred delta. The
legend on which the degree is founded, Masonic tradition
te%ls us, arose at the building of that great Temple, when
Solomon, King of Israel, Hiram, King of Tyre, and Hiram
Abif met together and resolved that all those Master Masons
who, by their industry, skill, and fidelity in their search
after Truth, should be rewarded by imparting to them THE
Worp. - 151
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An able exposition of the history of the Royal Degree by
Dr. Albert G. Mackey, in his Lexicon of Masonry, states
that:

‘“The events recorded in this degree, looking at them in a legend-.
ary point of view, must have occurred at the building of the first
Temple, and during that brief period of time after the death of the
Builder which is embraced between the discovery of his body and its
¢ Masonic interment.” In all the initiations into the mysteries of the
ancient world, there was, as it is well known to scholars, a legend of
the violent death of some distinguished personage, to whose memory
the particular mystery was consecrated, of the concealment of the
body, and of its subsequent discovery. That part of the initiation
which referred to the concealment of the body was called the Alpha-
nism, from a Greek verb which signifies ‘to conceal,” and that part
which referred to the subsequent finding was called the euresis, from
another Greek verb which signifies ‘to discover.” It is impossible to
avoid seeing the coincidences between the system of initiation and
that practised in the Masonry of the third degree. But the ancient
initiation was not terminated by the euresis, or discovery. Up to that
point the ceremonies had been funereal and lugubrious in their char-
acter. But now they were changed from wailing to rejoicing. Other
ceremonies were performed by which the restoration of the personage
to life, or his apotheosis, or change to immortality, was represented,
and then came the autopsy, or illumination of the neophyte, when he
was invested with a full knowledge of all the religious doctrines which
it was the object of the ancient mysteries to teach—when, in a word,
he was instructed in divine truth. Now, a similar course is pursued
in Masonry. Here algo there is an illumination, a symbolic teaching,
or, a8 we call it, an investiture with that which is the representative
of Divine truth. The communication to the candidate, in the Mas-
ter’s degree, of that which is admitted to be merely a representation
of, or a substitution for, that symbol of Divine truth (the search for
which, under the name of the TRUE WorD, makes so important a part
of the degree, how imperfect it may be in comparison with that more
thorough knowledge which only future researches can enable the
Master Mason to attain), constitutes the aufopsy of the third degree,
Now, the principal event recorded in the legend of the Royal Master,
the interview between Adoniram and his two Royal Masters, is to be
placed precisely at that juncture of time which is between the euresis,
or discovery, in tke Master Mason’s degree and the autopsy, or in-
vestiture with the great secret. It occurred between the discovery by
means of the sprig of acacia and the final interment. It was at the
time when Solomon and his colleague, Hiram of Tyre, were in pro-
fourd consultation as to the mode of repairing the loss which they
then supposed had befallen them. We must come to this conclusion,
because there is abundant reference, both in the organized form of the
Council and in the ritual of the degree, to the death as an event that
had already occurred ; and, on the other hand, while it is evident that
Solomon had been made acquainted with the failure to recover, on
the person of the Builder, that which had been lost, there is no refer-
ence whatever to the well known substitution which was made at the
time of the interment. If, therefore, as is admitted by all Masonic
ritualists, the substitution was precedent and preliminary to the estab-
lishment of the Master Mason’s degree, it is evident that at the time
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that the degree of Royal Master is said to havc been founded in the
ancient Temple, by our ‘first Most Excellent Grand Master,’ all per-
sons present, except the first and second officers, must have been
merely Fellow Craft Masons. In compliance with this tradition,
therefore, a Royal Master is, at this day, supposed to represent a
Fellow Craft in the search, and making his demand for that reward
which was to elevate him to the rank of a Master Mason. If from the
legendary history we proceed to the symbolism of the degree, we shall
find that, brief and simple as are the ceremonies, they present the great
Masonic idea of the labourer seeking for his reward. Throughout all
the symbolism of Masonry, from the first to the last degree, the
search for THE WoRD has been considered but as a symbolic expression
for the search after TRuTH. The attainment of this truth has always
been acknowledged to be the great object and design of all Masonic
labour. Divine truth—the knowledge of God—concealed in the old
Kabbalistic doctrine, under the symbol of his ineffable name—and
typified in the Masonic system under the mystical expression of the
True Worb, is the reward proposed to every Mason who has faith-
fully wrought his task. It is, in short, the ¢ Master’s wages.” Now,
all this is beautifully symbolized in the degree of Royal Master. The
reward has been promised, and the time had now come, as Adoniram
thought, when the promise was to be redeemed, and the true word—
Divine Truth—was to be imparted. Hence, in the person of Adoni-
ram, or the Royal Master, we see symbolized the Speculative Mason,
who, having laboured to complete his spiritual temple, comes to the
Divine Master that he may receive his reward, and that his labour
may be consummated by the acquisition of Truth. But the temple
that he had been building is the temple of this life—that first temple
which must be destroyed by death that the second temple of the future
life may be built on its foundations. And in this first temple the
Truth cannot be found. We must be contented with its substitute.”




CHAPTER XIIL

Tae SeLeor DEGREE—IT8 OFFIcERS AND CoLOURS—THE LEGEND AND
SyMBOLISM OF THE DEGREE.

@R LE Degree of Select Master, the second in the se-
p ries of the Cryptic Rite, is the ninth degreo in
the American System, conferred in a Council of
' Royal and Select Masters. Many of the Coun-
cils in the United States make the Select the last of the
two degrees conferred, while we in Canada add the Super
Excellent. The officers of the Degree consist of a Thrice
Illustrious Master; Illustrious Hiram of Tyre; Principal
Conductor of the Works. These three represent respectively
the three Grand Macters of the first Temple. The other offi-
cers are the Treasurer, the Recorder, the Captain of the
Guards, the conductor of the Council, and Steward. The
colours of the degree are, like those of a Royal Master, black
and red, the symbolism, however, being different. The black
is significant of silence, secrecy and darkness, in which the
Select Masters, perform their Jabours; and the red, of their
fervency and zeal. The apron and collar of a Select Master
should be black, lined and edged with red. As in the Royal
Degree, the apron should be triangular in form, in allusion
to the sacred delta. In some Councils it is decorated with
nine stars, three placed within each angle of the apron, and
in the centre the letters L..S.. The jewel of a Select Mas-
ter is a silver trowel within a triangle of the same metal,
and this is worn suspended from the collar by every officer
and member. A candidate is said to be “ chosen as a Select
Master.” A Council consists of twenty-seven members,
neither more nor less. Nine members, however, in Council
assembled may proceed with business. Dr. Mackey, in his
Lexicon, in writing the history of this Degree says :—

¢‘ The historical object of the degree is to commemorate the deposit
of an important secret or treasure which, after the preliminary prepa-
rations, is said to have been made by Hiram Abif. The place of meet-
ing represents a secret vault beneath the Temple. A controversy has
sometimes arisen among ritualists as to whether the degree of Select
Master should precede or follow that of Royal Master in the order of
conferring. But the arrangement now existing, by which the Royal

134



THE SELECT DEGREE. 135

Master is made the first and the Select Master the second degree of
Cryptic Masonry, has been very generally accepted, and this for the
best of reasons. It is true that the circumstances referred to in the
degree of Royal Master occurred during a period of time which lies
between the death of the Chief Builder of the Temple and the comple-
tion of the edifice, while those referred to in the degree of Select Mas-
ter occurred anterior to the Builder’s death. Hence, in the order of
time, the events commemorated in the Select Master’s De took
place anterior to those which are related in the degree of Royal Master ;
although in Masonic sequence the latter degree is conferred before the
former. This apparent anachronism is, however, reconciled by the
-explanation that tﬁe secrets of the Select Master’s Degree were not
brought to light until long after the existence of the ‘Royal Master’s
Degree had been known and recognized. In other words, to speak
only from the traditional point of view, Select Masters had been desig-
nated, had performed the task for which they had been selected, and
had closed their labours. without ever being openly recognized as a class
in the Temple of Solomon. The business in which they were engaged
was a secret one, Their occupation and their existence, according to
the legend, were unknown to the great body of the Craft in the first
‘Temple. The Royal Master’s Degree, on the contrary, as there was
no reason for concealment, was publicly conferred and acknowledged
during the latter part of the coustruction of the Temple of Solomon :
whereas the degree of Select Master, and the important incidents on
which it was founded, are not supposed to have been revealed to the
<Craft until the building of the temple of Zerubbabel. Hence the Royal
Master’s Degree should always be conferred anterior to that of the Sel-
ect Master. The proper jurisdiction under which these degrees should
be placed,whetherunder Chapters and to be conferred preparatory to the
Royal Arch Degree, or under Councils and to be conferred after it, has
excited discussion. The former usage prevails in Maryland and Virginia,
but the latter in all the other States. There is no doubt that these
degrees belonged originally to the Ancient and Accepted Rite, and
were conferred as honorary degrees by the Inspectors of that Rite.
This authority and jurisdiction the Supreme Council for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the Rite continued to claimuntil the year 1870 ; althougb,
through negligence, the Councils of Royal and Select Masters in some
-of the States had been placed under the control of independent juris-
dictions called Grand Councils. Like all usurped authority, however,
this claim of the State Grand Councils does not seem to have ever been
universally admitted, or to have been very firmly established. Re-
peated attempts have been made to take the degrees out of the hands of
the Councils and to place them in the Chapters, there to be conferred as
preparatory to the Royal Arch. The General Grand Chapter,in the
triennial session of 1847, adopted a resolution granting this permission
to all Chapters in State where no Grand Councils exist. But, seeing
the manifest injustice and inexpediency of such a measure, at the fol-
lowing session of 1850, it refused to take any action on the subject of
the degrees. In 1853 it disclaimed all control over them, and forbade
the Chapters under its jurisdiction to confer them. As far as regards
the interference of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, question
was set at rest in 1870 by the Mother Council, which, at its, that
:leluior’n, at Baltimore, formally reliqunished all further control over
em.,



CHAPTER XIV.

THE SUPER-EXCELLENT DEGREE—THE OFFICERS AND CoLOURS —THE
LEGEND AND SYMBOLISM OF THE DEGREE.

HE Super-Excellent Degree has, in reality, no

claim to rank with those in the Cryptic system.

Its symbolism and history are foreign to the de-

grees of Royal and Select Master. Its intro-

duction into some of the American Councils evoked consid-

erable opposition, and even its addition to the list of degrees

given in Canada was by some considered inopportunme. A

Council of Super-Excellent Masters consists of eleven offi-
cers, Viz.:

Most-Excellent King, representing Zedediah, the twen-
tieth and last king of Judah; Companion Gedeliah, repre-
senting Gedeliah, the son of Pashur, one of Zedediah's
princes ; the First Keeper of the Temple ; the Second Keeper
of the Temple; Captain of the Guards; First Herald;
Second Herald; Third Herald ; Treasurer; Secretary. The
degree was originally an “honorary,” “complimentary,” or
“gide degree ” of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
Dr. Albert G. Mackey, in his Lexicon, writes, concerning this
degree, that it was:—

‘¢ A degree which was originally an honorary or side degree confer-
red by the Inspectors General of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite at Charleston. It has since been introduced into some of the
Royal and Select Councils of the United States, and there conferred
as an additional degree. This innovation on the regular series of
Cryptic degrees—with which it actually has no historical connection—
met with great opposition ; so that the convention of Royal and Select
Masters, which met at New York in June, 1873, resolved to place it
in the category of an honorary degree, which might or might not be
conferred at the option of a Council, but not as an integral part of the
Rite Although this body had no dogmatic authority, its decision will
doubtless have some influence in settling the question. The degree is
simply an enlargement of that part of the ceremonies of the Royal
Arch which refer to the Temple destruction. To that place it belongs,
if it belongs anywhere, but has no more to do with the ideas inculcated
in Cryptic Masonry than have any of the degrees lately invented for
modern secret societies. Whence the degree originally sprang, it is
impossible to tell. It could hardly have had its birth on the continent
of Europe ; at least it does not appear to have been known to Euro-
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pean writers. Neither Gadicke nor Lenning mention it in their En-
cyclopeedia ; nor is it found in the catalogue of more than seven hun-
dred degrees given by Thory in his Act« Latomorum ; nor does Ragon
allude to it in his Tuileur General, although he has there given alist of
one hundred and fifty-three degrees or modifications of the Master.
Oliver, it is true, speaks of it, but he evidently derived his knowledge
from an American source. It may have been manufactured in America,
and possibly by some of those engaged in founding the Scottish Rite.
The only copy that I ever saw of the original ritual, which is still in
my possession, is in the handwriting of Alexander McDonald, a very
intelligent and enthusiastic Mason, who was at one time the Grand
Commander of the Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction.
The Masonic legend of the degree of Super-Excellent Master refers to
circumstances which occurred on the last day of the siege of Jerusalem
by Nebuzaradan, the captain of the Chaldean army, who had been sent
by Nebuchadnezzar to destroy the city and Temple, as a just punish-
ment of the Jewish king, Zedekiah, for his perfidy and rebellion, It
occupies, therefore, precisely that point of time which is embraced in
that part of the RoyalArch degree which represents the.destruction
of the Temple, and the carrying of the Jews into captivity to Babylon.
It is, in fact, an exemplification and extension of that part of the
Royal Arch degree. As to the symbolic design of the degree it is very
evident that its legend and ceremonies are intended to inculcate that
important Masonic virtue—fidelity to vows. Zedekiah, the wicked
king of Judah, is, by the modern ritualists who have symbolized the
degree, adopted very appropriately as the symbol of perfidy ; and the
severe, but well-deserved, punishment which was infiicted on him by
the king of Babylon, is set forth in the lecture as a great moral lesson,
whose object is to warn the recipient of the fatal effects that will ensue
from a violation of his sacred obligations.”




CHAPTER XV.

Tre Crypric RiTE IN CANADA—THE WARBANT OF AUTHORIZATION—
THE FIRSsT SUBORDINATE AND FIrsT GrAND COUNCIL.

at which the Royal and Select Degrees were
first introduced into British North America.

xe>- Curiously enough a St. John newspaper, of the
year 1828, contains the following notice :—“ A quarterly
meeting of the Council of Royal and Select Masters will be
held at the Masonic Hall, on Thursday evening next, at 7
o’clock.” Now, none of the Cryptic Companions of our
Eastern Province knew anything of this organization, al-
though it is stated and admitted that one Samuel Kidder, a
Companion from the United States, had the degrees and
travelled through New Brunswick as a lecturer, in the year
1826. Perhaps some day this slender paragraph may de-
velop, and we may be able to give an antiquity to the Cryptic
degrees in Canada that at this writing cannot be claimed
for them.

The honour of having introduced the degrees of the
Council into the Dominion of Canada, belongs pre-eminently
to our esteemed Companion, Hon. Robert Marshall, of St.
John, New Brunswick. In the year 1866 he had the degrees
of Royal, Select and Super-Excellent Master conferred upon .
him in a Council of Royal and Select Masters at Baltimore,
U.S., with the view of establishing the Rite in the Domin-
ion. Companion Marshall opened three Councils, St. John
Couneil, No. 1; New Brunswick Council, No. 2; Carleton
Council, No. 3; under a charter from the Grand Council of
the State of Maine, dated 18th May, 1867. This warrant of
authorization reads as follows :—

““ GRAND CoOUNCIL OF MAINE,
[L.S.] ¢ Office of the Grand Council,
¢ Saco, Me., 29th July, 1867.

“1 hereby authorize and appoint Companion Robert Marshall, of
St. John, N.B., to constitute the three Councils of Royal and Select
Masters at St. John, which were chartered May 8th, 1867, by the
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Grand Council of Maine. Also, to instal the officers of said Councils,
and to give such instructions as the good of the Order may require.

‘¢ [Sigued] Epwarp P. BurNHAM,
¢ Grand Master.”

On Wednesday, the 15th of August, 1867, a convocation
of Royal and Select Masters of New Brunswick was called
to meet in the Masonic Hall, St. John, N.B., for the purpose
of forming a Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters.
There were present, Gordon R. Garden, 33°, of the Grand
Council of Maine, and the following officers and members of
the three Canadian Councils—From St. John Council No. 1
—Illustrious Companions M. S. Hall, John D. Short, James
Gordon Forbes, John Mullin, and Comp. Edward Willis.
From New Brunswick Council—Illustrious Companions
Robert Marshall, D. R. Munro, Thomas H. Keohan, G. H.
Whiting, and Henry Brown. From Carleton Council No. 3
—Illustrious Companions J. V. Ellis, E. J. Wetmore, C.
Ketchum and Henry Card. The chair was taken by Illus-
trious Companion John V. Ellis, with Illustrious Companion
D. R. Munro as Recorder. Illustrious Companion Marshall
explained the object of the meeting, showing the desirability
of having a Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters
established in New Brunswick. He referred at length to
the kindness of M. Tll. Companion Timothy G. Murray,
P. G. M., Edward P. Burnham, Grand Master, and Ira Berry,
Grand Recorder of the Grand Council of Maine, in forward-
ing his views tending to the organization of Councils in
Canada, and the pleasure it afforded him in carrying out the
instructions of the Grand Master of the Grand Council of
Maine, in reference to the Grand Council which was now
about to be established. He spoke of the constituted author-
ity under which he was acting, and which has already been
given, and of the fraternal spirit evinced by the officers and
Illustrious Companions of the Grand Council of Maine. He
said that as the Councils already established in New Bruns-
wick, had, by resolution, empowered their Illustrious Mas-
ters to confer with delegates from the respective Councils,
in reference to the establishment of a Grand Council, he
would, having the good of the Order at heart, approve of
any steps tending to the establishment of a Supreme body
for the Province of New Brunswick. On motion of Right
Ill. Comp. J. G. Forbes, seconded by Right. Ill. Comp. E. J.
Wetmore, it was resolved “that a Grand Council of Royal
and Select Masters for New Brunswick be formed, agreeably
to the power and authority vested in the delegates appointed
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by St. John Council, No. 1; New Brunswick Council,
N):). 2; Carleton Council, No. 3 ; and further resolved that
the Grand Council of New Brunswick proceed to the elec-
tion of officers, that Past Grand Master Gordon R. Garden
act as President of the Grand Council, and that the officers
be elected by ballot.” This resolution having been carried,
the Companions proceeded to select those who were to gov-
ern the tirst Grand Council of the Cryptic Rite, which had
been formed in the Dominion, with the following result : —

Most Illustrious Companion Robert Marshall, Most Puissant
Grand Master for New Brunswick. :

Right Illustrious Companion John V. Ellis, Right Puissant
Grand Master.

Right Illustrious Companion J. G. Forbes, Puissant Grand
Master.

Right Illustrious Companion D. R. Munro, Grand Recorder.

Right Illustrious Companion John Mullin, Grand Treasurer.

Right Illustrious Companion William Donald, D.ID., Com-
panion George J. Caie, Grand Chaplains.

Right Illustrious Companion Thomas H. Keohan, Grand
Captain of the Guard. :

Very Illustrious Companion M. S. Hall, Grand Director of
Ceremonies.

Very Illustrious Companion Edward Jesse Wetmore, Grand
Conductor.

Very Illustrious Companion George H. Whiting, Grand
Steward.

Very Illustrious Companion Henry Card, Grand Organist.

Very Illustrious Companion Henry Brown, Grand Sentinel.

After consultation, a constitution was submitted and
adopted. Grand officers were duly installed by the Presi-
dent of the Convention, Gordon R. Garden, and the Grand
Council was duly constituted as the Grand Council of Royal
and Select Masters of New Brunswick. A vote of thanks
was passed to Past Most Puissant Grand Master, T. J. Mur-
ray, Most Puissant Grand Master, E. P. Burnham, Illustrious
Companion Ira Berry, Grand Recorder and officers of the
Grand Council of Maine, and to Most Illustrious Companion
G. R. Garden, P. G. M,, for their courtesy and kindness to
the Royal and Select Masters of New Brunswick. The con-
vocation closed with the appointment of M. I. Comp. G. R.
Garden, as representative of the Grand Council of New
Brunswick at the Grand Council of Maine, and thus ended
the inaugural meeting of the Cryptic Rite in the Dominion.



CHAPTER XVL

THE SECOND ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GRAND CoUNCIL OF NEW
BrUNsSWICK—THE PROCEEDINGS—THE Success oF THE RITE.

N the 12th of August, 1868, the New Brunswick
Companions again assembled in Grand Council,
at the Masonic Hall, in the city of St. John.
The Grand Master, M. P. Companion Robert

Marshall, presided, and welcomed the Illustrious Compan-

ions in an able address, in which he said that he met them

on this their first anniversary, under circumstances so fav-
ourable “ as to warrant the conclusion that the ‘standards’
of our beautiful Rite are now permanently planted in this

Dominion ; a country, while yet young in years, is full of

promise of a glorious Masonic future, side by side with that

reat nation, where our honoured institution, ‘that beauti-

%ul system of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by

symbols,” has been so religiously fostered and protected.”

He deemed it a privilege to be able, on that day, to extend

warm and heartfelt thanks for the uniform kindness shown

himself, as well as the zeal and interest the Companions had
manifested in the Rite, for without “united and determined
co-operation,” they could not “have succeeded in establish-
ing, on so firm and lasting a basis, in the Dominion of Can-
ada,” a Rite “that holds a most prominent place in our
glorious system of Masonry.” That Institution which has,
ever since it assumed a speculative character, been recognized
as “a system in sublimity unequalled by any human insti-
tution, and excelled alone by the Christian religion.” He
alluded to the appointment of Most Puissant Grand Master

G. R. Garden, as representative of the Grand Council of

New Brunswick, near the Grand Council of Maine, and stated

that he had conferred on that distinguished M. Ill. Compan-

ion the rank of Past Puissant Grand Master, and that his
action had been received in the most fraternal spirit by the

Grand Council of Maine. The Grand Master informed

Grand Council that he had, in accordance with the resolu-

tion of Grand Council, appointed eminent and distinguished
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Companions to represent the Grand Counecil near the differ-
ent Grand Councils of the United States. The concluding
paragraph in the address called the attention of the Com-
panions to the fact that a convention of Cryptic Masons was
to meet in St. Louis, Mo., in September, to take into consid-
eration matters in connection with Cryptic Masonry, partic-
ularly with a view to bring about uniformity as to the
order of conferring the degrees, the titles of each Grand and
subordinate officer’s ritual and work, as well as to devise
measures in conjunction with the Grand Conclave of Knights
Templars and the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons-of the United States, which were to meet in St.
Louis at the same time, so that in future the “ Cryptic de-

ees ” should be a pre-requisite for the commanding degrees.

urther, that to support any movement calculated to effect
results so desirable for the Rite, delegates should be appoint-
ed to attend the Convention. The suggestion of the Grand
Master was approved of, and delegates were appointed. The
usual routine business was disposed of, after which the Grand
Officers were elected and appointed as follow :—

M. I. Companion Robert Marshall, St. John, M. P. Grand
Master.

R. I. Companion John E. Ellis, Carleton, Deputy P. Grand
Master.

R. I. Companion J. D. Short, St. John, Right P. Grand
Master.

R. I. Companion Hy. Leonard, Carleton, Puissant Grand
Master.

R. I. Companion Jno. Mullin, St. John, Grand Master.

R. I. Companion, D. R. Munro, Portland, Grand Recorder.

R. I. Companion Rev. Wm. Donald, D.D., St, John, Grand
Chaplain.

R. I Companion Rev. G. J. Caie, Portland, N.B. Grand
Chaplain.

R. I. Companion Thos. H. Keohan, St. John, Grand Captain
of the Guard.

V. L. Companion Robt. Shives, St. John, Grand Master of
Ceremonies.

V. L Companion W. C. Perley, St. John, Grand Conductor.

V. I. Companion, G. F. Ring, St. Jobn, Grand Steward.

V. 1. Companion, H. Card, §t. John, Grand Organist.

V. L. Companion H. Brown, St. John, Grand Sentinel.

The proceedings of this assembly closed with the usual
installation and investiture of officers. This year an excel-
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lent review of the proceedings of the sister Grand Councils
of America was made by Illustrious Companion D. R. Munro,
the Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence.
In the proceedings of the Grand Council of Maine, Right
Illustrious Companion Drummond, the Chairman of Forei

Correspondence for that State, in noticing the receipt of the
proceedings of the Grand Council of New Brunswick, says,
“ Sister, at once, and daughter, we welcome with full hearts
the Grand Council of New Brunswick to our family circle.”



CHAPTER XVIL

Tue THIRD ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GRAND CoUNcIiL oF NEw
BRUNSWICK—A REGULATION FOR INCREASING THE INTEREST IN
THE WORK—INTRODUCTION OF THE RITE INTO NovAa ScOTIA.

HE third annual Assembly of the Grand Council
of New Brunswick met at St. John, on the 11th
August, 1869, with Most Illustrious Companion
Robert Marshall presiding. In his address to
the Companions assembled, the Grand Master said that
while he could not congratulate the Order on any great in-
crease in their number, it gave him satisfaction to be able
to say that peace and harmony prevailed throughout the
jurisdiction, and the fact that the Cryptic degrees were at-
tracting the attention of Royal Arch Masons, not only in
New Brunswick, but also throughout the Dominion of Can-
ada. In order to facilitate the introduction of Cryptic
Masonry in Canada the Grand Master suggested to the
Grand Council, for its serious consideration, the propriety
of adopting a regulation in its constitution somewhat similar
to a regulation of the Imperial and Ecclesiastical and Mili-
tary Order of the Knights of the Red Cross of Rome and
Constantine and K.H.S,, of England, as follows :—

‘“Right Puissant Inspectors-General of Divisions for the British
Provinces may be commissioned by the Most Puissant Grand Master
to act as his delegates in their respective Divisions or Provinces.
These officers shall have, under the Grand Council, the general super-
vision of the affairs of the Order, in their particular divisions ; and
special power to create and instal Companions, Royal and Select
" Masters, may be conferred upon them by the Most Puissant Grand
Master, in the exercise of his discretion, for the purpose of forming
new Councils of Royal and Select Masters.”

The Committee which reported on the address concurred
in the opinion of the Grand Master, and it was resolved
“that Present and Past Right Puissant Inspectors-General
of Divisions or Provinces, shall hold and enjoy the same
rank in the Order as Present and Past Puissant Grand
Masters.” The proceedings of this year close with the re-
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tirement of Most Illustrious Companion Marshall from the
position he had so worthily filled, and the election of—

M. I. Companion Dr. J. C. Hatheway, as Most Puissant
Grand Master.
R. I. Companion J. D. Short, Deputy Puissant Grand Mas-
ter.
R. I. Companion Hy. Leonard, Right Puissant Grand Master.
R. I. Companion W. C. Perley, Puissant Grand Master.
. I. Companion Rev. W. Donald, and Ill. Companion Rev.
G. J. Caie, Grand Chaplains.

=

R. I. Companion D. R. Munro, Grand Recorder.

R. I. Companion C. U. Hanford, Grand Treasurer.

R. I. Companion W. T. D. A. Forster, Grand Captain of the
Guards.

V. I. Companion Hy. Duffell, Grand Master of Ceremonies.

V. I. Companion G. H. Whiting, Grand Conductor.

V. I. Companion W. W. Emslie, Grand Steward.

V. L Companion H. Card, Grand Organist.

V. I. Companion II. Brown, Grand Sentinel.

V. I. Companions S. F. Watkins, John Mullin, Finance Com-
mittee.

V. I Companion George F. Ring, Representative on Hall
Committee.

V. I. Companion Rev. G. J. Caie, R. I. Companion D. R.
Munro, Committee on Correspondence.

The Grand Master elect was then presented for installa-
tion, and having been installed, acknowledged and honoured,
proceeded to instal the remaining Grand Officers, and the
Grand Council closed in Ample Form. In 1870 a number
of the Companions of the Cryptic Rite, residing in Halifax,
in the Province of Nova Scotia, desired to organize and form
a Council urder warrant from the Grand Council of New
Brunswick. A special session of Grand Council was there-
fore called on the 18th of July, 1870, at the Masonic Hall,
St. John, the Most 'Puissant Grand Master, Companion Dr.
J. C. Hatheway being in the chair. The application for a
Warrant was read. The Companions asked for a dispensa-
tion or Warrant to open “ Chebucto ” Council, in the city of
Halifax, with Most Puissant Companion Stephen Rowland
Sircom as first Thrice Illustrious Master; R. E. Companion
George T. Smithers, to be the first Right Illustrious Master,
and R. E. Companion James Gossi'F, to be the first Illustricus
Master of the Grand Council. The petition was granted,
and “ Chebucto” Council was duly constituted.

J



CHAPTER XVIII.

- THE FoURTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GRAND CoUNcIL oF NEw
BrUNSWICK—THE FimrsT STEP TOWARDS THE PLANTING OF THE
Rite IN THE WEST—THE RED CRross DEGREE—WHY IT was
APPENDED TO THE CANADIAN CRYPTIC SYSTEM.

of New Brunswick met on the 25th of August,
1870, M.P. Companion Dr. Hatheway, presiding.
»5°U The annual address of the Grand Master was full

of interest. He opened by saying that “ It has pleased the
Grand Master of the Universe in the order of His kind

Providence, to permit us again to assemble in annual con-

vocation. He who ‘ never slumbers nor sleeps’ has watched

over and protected us for another year, and although the

scythe of time has cut down many in our midst, some upon

the right and some upon the left, yet the companions of our

beloved Order have all been spared, ‘the grasping hand of

death ’ has taken none from our ranks, and here we are to-

night to congratulate each other, to renew our vows of fel-

lowship, and to stimulate each other in our progress in this

our beloved and most interesting Cryptic Rite.” He said

that the Rite was prospering, and that he had appointed

since the last meeting of Grand Council, “ T. D. Harrington,

the Most Excellent the Grand First Principal of the Grand

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, as Right Puissant

Inspector-General of the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec,

with authority to confer the degrees of Royal, Select and

Super Excellent Masters on Companions of Royal Arch

Masons, for the purpose of forming Councils in those Pro-

vinces,” and also that he had appointed “J. Conway Brown,

one of the Grand Principals of the Grand Royal Arch Chap-

ter of Nova Scotia, a Right Puissant Inspector-General for

Halifax and Windsor, with authority to confer the degrees of

the Rite for the purpose of forming Councils in those places.”

He alluded to the formation of “ Chebucto” Council in

Halifax, of which notice has been taken in the previous

page. The Grand Master also called the attention of the

. Grand Council to a resolution passed by the Grand Council
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of Alabama, which met in December, 1869, appointing dele-

tes to meet in the Convention in New York, on the first

onday of September, 1870, to consult upon the interests of
Cryptic Masonry, and especially as to the work, titles, and
degrees. As the meeting of the Grand Council of New
Brunswick was called for too late a day in August to elect
or appoint a representative, the Grand Master had requested
Illustrious Companion Robert Macoy, of New York, the
representative of the Grand Council of New Brunswick near
the Grand Council of New York, as representative at the
Convention. The action of the Grand Master was duly
considered and endorsed by the unanimous vote of the Com-
panions assembled.

At this meeting an important amendment to the Consti-
tution of the Grand Council was discussed. The subject
was referred to by Most Illustrious Companion, Past Grand
Master Robert Marshall, and was in connection with the
degree of the “ Red Cross” or “ Babylonish Pass.” Compan-
ion Marshall said—

Most PuUIsSSANT GRAND MASTER AND COMPANIONS.—
You are aware that the position of the degree known in both
the Northern and Southern Jurisdictions of the United
States of America as that of the “Red Cross” or “ Babylonish
Pass,” which is the subject matter of the paper that I am now
about to offer for the consideration of this Grand Body, has
for some time past received the most careful consideration of
many distinguished members of our Order in Canada, to the
end that a legal status might be had in the Dominion for
this Order. It is within the knowledge of the members of
this Grand Council that CRAFT MASONRY in Canada is now
governed by Grand Lodges located in the Provinces of On-
tario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and in this Province of New
Brunswick ; that CaPITULAR MASONRY, embracing the de-
grees of “ MARK MASTER,” “ PAST MASTER,” “ MosT EXCEL-
LENT MASTER ” and the “ RoYAL ARCH,” is governed by the
Grand Chapter of Canada and the Grand Chapter of Nova
Scotia, and that the Girand Chapter of R.A. Masons of Scot-
land continues to govern Chapters holding warrants from it
in one or more of our Provinces; granting authority to con-
fer, in addition to the above-mentioned Degrees, the Degree
of Royal Ark Mariner and Babylonish Pass, which latter
degree consistsof three points,viz.: “KNIGHTS OF THE SWORDS,
KNigETS OF THE EAST, AND KNIGHTS OF THE EAST AND
WEST.” Separate charge may be made for this degree and
a certificate or diploma of the same may be had from the
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Grand Chapter of Scotland, if desired. The degree is in
many respects identical with that to which my resolution
refers, and I am aware that members of those Scottish
Councils are admitted as visitors in Councils of the “ Red
Cross” in the United States working under Encampment
warrants,

The next in progression, according to our American sys-
tem, is the Rite know as “ CRYPTIC MASONRY.” which in this
Dominion of Canada is at present solely governed by this
Grand Council.

The “ CaIVALRIC ORDER” in the Dominion is under the
jurisdiction of the Grand Conclave of England and Wales
and dependencies,with itssubordinate Grand Conclave of Ca-
nada, with the exception of a very successful Encampment
and Priory of this city known as the St. John Encampment
and Priory, No. 47, under the Grand Encampment of Scot-
land. In the several Provinces of the Dominion there are,
if my memory serves me, nineteen Encampments and Priories.
of Knights Templars and Knights of Malta,all under warrants
of authority from Grand Conclave of England, except the-
one above mentioned under warrant from Scotland.

As you are aware, neither the Grand Conclave of England:
and Wales, nor yet the Grand Encampment of Scotland,
grant by warrant the power to confer the Masonic degree of
the “ Red Cross,” very properly, in my opinion, taking the
ground that their Order is ““ Chivalric ” and not “ Masonic.”
As the possession of the degree of the “ Red Cross ” is deem-
ed a pre-requisite to gaining admission to an Encampment
of Knights Templars in the United States, the members of
the Scotch Encampment working in this city receive the
degree of “ Red Cross,” as conferred in Scotland, in & Coun-
cil working in this city, under a warrant granted to Carleton
Royal Arch Chapter by the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of
Scotland. The respective Encampments of Knights Templars.
in Canada, under England, by authority from the Grand
Prior of the Grand Conclave of Canada, by virtue of an ar-
rangement with the Grand Conclave of the United States,
I believe communicate to their Fraters sufficient of the Amer-
ican degree of the “ Red Cross” or “ Babylonish Pass” to.
enable said Fraters to visit Encampments in that country.

The Order of Knighthood known as the ¢ Imperial Eccle-
siastical and Military Order of the Red Cross of Rome and
Constantine ” is governed in Canada by warrants of autho-
rity from the Grand Council of England, located in London,
and the Order known as the “ Ancient and Accepted Rite



DISCUSSING THE RED CROSS DEGREE. 149

is worked in this country by warrants of authority from the
Supreme Grand Council of England and Wales and depen-
dencies of the British Crown.

It will thus appear evident to this Grand Council, that
all the degrees known and recognized in America either as
“ Masonic ” or “ Chivalric,” have a legal status and are con-
ferred under regular warrant of authority, throughout the
whole of the Dominion of Canada, save and except the de-

known in the States as the “ Red Cross” or “ Babylo-
nish Pass;” the questions, therefore, which are naturally
presented, appear to be—Shall we continue to communicate
this Order in the present informal manner ? Shall we aban-
don it altogether ? or, shall we, either in this Grand Council
or elsewhere, secure for the degree the protection of this or
some other Grand Body, duly recognized in the Dominion ?
For the idea of creating a Grand Council solely for this de-
gree would certainly not be considered expedient, and I be-
lieve the feeling is growing stronger day by day, that it is
better not to confer this degree at all, if it cannot be con-
ferred throughout the whole of Canada, under the guidance
and protection of a duly recognized Grand Council or other
authorized Grand Authority. It appears to me, therefore,
that under all the circumstances it will be deemed competent
for either the Grand Royal Arch Chapters in the Dominion
or this Grand Council to adopt and assume control of this
Order. It will be admitted that the teachings and traditions
of the Degrees of RovaL AND SELECT MASTERS, SUPER Ex-
CELLENT MASTERS, and the RED CRosS, on BABYLONISH Pass
being purely Masonic and not “ Chivalric,” are emmently
adapted to be grouped together, under the authority of one
Grand Council in this jurisdiction. For example.—The
“ Royal and Select degrees” were originally conferred under
the authority of the “ Ancient and Accepted Rite;” the
are most instructive and interesting to the Mason in searc
of light ; furnishing records of highly important mysteries
of the building of the first Temple. The degree of “Super
Excellent Masters” has since the introduction of Cryptie
Masonry in the neighbouring Republic been conferred in
Councils of this Order. It is founded on circumstances that
transpired at the time the Temple was destroyed by Nebuc-
hadnezzar, King of Babylon, and its traditions, as well as
those of the degrees of Royal and Select Masters, are said to
have been gleaned from the Ancient and Accepted Rite.
The presiding officer represents, as you are aware, the last
King of Judah. The degree of the “ Red Cross” or “ Baby-
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lonish Pass ” is strictly Masonic, and bears no analogy to the
Chivalric Order of Knights Templars, dating its existence as
far back as the reign of Darius, and therefore long before
the Crusades. It refers to events that happened after the
death of Cyrus in connection with the rebuilding of the
Temple. 1t is asserted that this Order has long been known
in Europe in connection with degrees of the Ancient and
Accepted Rite, and was originally introduced into America
by our late zealous and Illustrious Brother Webb, and sub-
sequently conferred in Convocations designated Councils of
Knights of the Red Cross.

It is well known to the members of this Grand Council
that the four Degrees just referred to, beautifully illustrate
essential parts and legends of the Royal Arch ; indeed the
Royal. Select, and Super-Excellent Degrees may be con-
sidered the connecting link between the Royal Arch and
Red Cross degrees, and together perfect what is styled the
York Rite of Masonry.

In offering the following resolution, I would suggest that
if “ Grand Council ” should adopt the “ Degree,” it might be
left with the M. P. Grand Master to consider whether it
would be desirable to direct Subordinate Councils in the
meantime to confer this degree only upon such Companions
Royal, Select and Super-Excellent Masters, as were about to
apply for higher Degrees. This restriction would of course
become unnecessary should the Grand Conclave of the Chi-
valric Orders in the United States desire at any future time
to cede this “MasoNIc DEGREE” to their respective Grand
Councils of Royal and Select Masters. A separate charge
might be made by the Grand Recorder for a Certificate or
Diploma of this degree, as it is not contemplated to at all
interfere with or alter our present Diploma for the Royal,
Select and Super-Excellent Degrees.

I may further add, that I have made these somewhat
lengthy remarks so that Grand Council and other members
of our time-honoured Institution may the more readily per-
ceive why, circumstanced as we are in this Dominion, in re-
ference to the Degrees, it may be considered important for
this Grand Council to adopt the following, viz. :—

Whereas it is deemed desirable that the degree known
and worked in the United States of America as the degree
of the “Red Cross ” or * Babylonish Pass,” and there made
a pre-requisite before gaining admission into an Encamp-
ment of Knights Templars, shall have a legal status within
the Dominion of Canada, and
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Whereas it is considered expedient that the degrees of
Select, Royal and Super-Excellent Masters shall be confer-
red upon Royal Arch Masons prior to the “Encampment”
and “ Priory of Malta” degrees, Therefore, in order more
effectually to accomplish the above and to facilitate com-
plete intercourse between the members of the fraternity in
the United States and brethren in the several Provinces of
the Dominion of Canada, and for other good and sufficient
reasons. Be it by this Grand Council—

Resolved,—That hereafter all Councils working under
warrant from the Grand Council of Royal and Select Mas-
ters of New Brunswick, Dominion of Canada, shall have
power and authority to confer the degree of “ReDp Cross”
or “ BABYLONISH Pass,” provided always, however, that ap-
plicants shall first have received the degree of “Select,”
“Royal,” and “ Super-Excellent Master,” and further

Resolved,-~That the Constitution and By-Laws shall be
and are hereby altered and amended to meet this provision,
any rule to the contrary being hereby declared null and
void, and further

Resolved,—That the work of the degree of “ RED CROSS,”
or “ BABYLONISH PaAss” practiced in Canada, and now in
the possession of the officers of the Grand Council, be hereby
adopted, and that officers of the respective Councils of Select
Masters, under this jurisdiction, shall severally hold by vir-
tue thereof the corresponding office of the said Councils of
“RED CRross” or “ BABYLONISH Pass,” and further

Resolved,—That nothing in the foregoing shall be con-
sidered as tending to prevent Encampments of Knights
Templars working within the Dominion of Canada, commu-
nicating the said degree, under any special authority, for the
purpose of enabling Fraters of said Encampments, visiting
Encampments where the possession of this degree is made a
pre-requisite. '

The subject was then thoroughly discussed and the reso-
lution was unanimously adopted, after which the Grand
Officers of the ensuing year were elected, as follow :—

M. I. Companion Dr. J. C. Hatheway, M.P., Grand Master.

R. I. Companion S. R. Sircom, D.P., Grand Master.

R.I Companion Hy. Leonard, R.P., Grand Master.

R. I. Companion Dr. T. A. D. Forster, P. Grand Master.

R I Companion T. D. Harington, R. P. Inspector-General
for Ontario and Quebec.

R. I. Companion J. Conway Brown, R. P. Inspector-General
for Halifax and Windsor.
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R. I. Companion Rev. William Donald, D.D., and R. 1. Com-
panion Rev. G. J. Caie, Grand Chaplains.
R. I Companion E. L. Barteaux, Grand Captain of the
Guard.
R. I. Companion Robert Shives, Grand Treasurer.
R. I. Companion D. R. Munro, Grand Recorder.
V. L Companion Henry Duffell, Grand Master of Cere-
monies.
V. I. Companion G. H. Whiting, Grand Conductor.
V. I. Companion G. F. Ring, Grand Steward.
V. I. Companion Hy. Card, Grand Organist.
V. I. Companion J. D. Short,
. I. Companion J. Mullin, }F inancial Com.
. I. Companion C. U. Hanford,
R. I Companion Dr. J. C. Hatheway, Representative on
Hall Committee.
Companion Rev. Geo. J. Caie, and R. L. Companion D. R.
Munro, Committee on Correspondence. :

After installation of the Grand Officers, and the appoint-
ment of a Committee to arrange and revise the Constitution,
the Council closed in Ample Form.

It will not be inopportune to give the reader in connection
with the subject of the “Red Cross,” discussed by M. Il
Companion Marshall, letters received some months after the
date of this action, from high Masonic authority, approving
of the resolutions adopted by Grand Council in reference to
the “Red Cross” or “ Babylonish Pass.”

OFFICE OF THE GRAND PRIOR OF THE TEMPLE
AND HosPITAL FOR THE DOMINION OF CANADA.

LAPRAIRIE, Prov. of Que., 2nd Feb,, 1871.

To Illus. Bro. ROBERT MARSHALL, 33°, P.M. P.G. M., Grand
Council Royal and Select Masters, New Brunswick.

VERY ILLUS. AND DEAR BROTHER, 33°:—

I am in receipt of your letter of the 25th ult., and have
read with much interest your remarks in the Proceedings of
the last Assembly of Royal and Select Masters, held at St.
John, New Brunswick, relative to an amendment being
made in the Constitution of the Grand Council with refer-
ence to the degree of “BABYLONISH PAss,” known in the
United States system of Masonry as “ RED Cross.” I quite
concur with you in the desirability of this degree being
placed under the control of an authorized Masonic Grand
Body in the Dominion, and as the Grand Prior of the Order
of the Temple and Hospital for Canada, fully approve of
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the course you propose adopting, which will legalize the
Degree in Canada, and obviate all the difficulties that at
%'esent exist in conferring it. You are aware that in the
nited States it is the PRE-REQUISITE to the Order of
ights Templars, but is NoT known or ACKNOWLEDGED by
the Supreme Grand Conclave of the Order in England and
Wales, under which the Canadian Templar Encampments
are held. From the difficulties that Canadian Templars
found visiting United States Encampments, in not having
this Degree,I made application some years ago to the Supreme
Grand Conclave for authority to confer it on members of
the Order. In a correspondence afterwards with the Grand
Master of the General Grand Encampment of the United
States, the late esteemed Eminent Sir Knight William Hub-
bard, he strongly urged my issuing the necessary authority
to Commanders of Encampments in Canada, which authority
he was prepared fully to recognize; since then I have given
authority to Eminent Commanders to communicate so much
of the AMERICAN Degree of Red Cross, or that of the
“Knights of the Sword,” “ East,” and “East and West,”
well known in the Knights Templars Encampments of Ire-
land, and the Royal Arch Chapters of Scotland, as would
enable Canadian Templars to visit United States Encamp-
ments. But as this Degree of Red Cross is not recognized
by any governing Masonic bodies in Canada, it appears to
me in every respect the proper and most legitimate course to
pursue to place it under the control of the Grand Council
of Royal and Select Masters lately established in the Do-
minion. I think, however, it would be desirable that the
Commanders of Canadian Knights Templars Encampments
should still retain the power of communicating the Degree
to members of the Templar Order.
I am, dear and Illus. Brother, 33°,
Truly and fraternally yours,
W. J. B. McL. Moorg, S.G.I.G., 33°,
Grand Prior, Order of the Temple and
Hospital, Dom. of Canada, &c., &c., &e.

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER OF TEMPLARS,

BosToN, Mass., Feb. 24, 1871.

To RoBERT MARSHALL, P.G. Master Grand Council, &c.,
Saint John, N.B,

My DEAR FRATER,—Yours of the 20th came to hand

safely, enclosing a note from your Grand Prior. I have re-
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plied to this note in substance that I recognize his authority
to place the Order of R.C. under the control of the R. & S.
Masters, &c., and that your Red Cross Knights will be duly
respected here as such. -

1 have no objection to your publishing my reply, if you
first obtain permission of the Rt. E. Grand Prior therefor.

With fraternal regards.
WM. S. GARDNER.
Granted.

W. J. B. McL. MooRE, 33°, Grand Prior,
Laprairie, 5th March, 1871.




CHAPTER XIX.

CorY oF LETTER FROM GRAND PRIOR oF CANADA TO THE GRAND
MasTer OF THE UNITED STATES, GRAND ENcaAMPMENT KNIGHTS
TeMPLARS, RELATIVE TO THE RED CROSS OF BABYLON IN CANADA.

OFFICE OF THE GRAND PRIOR OF THE ORDERS OF
THE TEMPLE AND HoOSPITAL, DOMINION OF
CANADA,

LAPRAIRIE, Prov. of Quebec, 2nd Feb., 1871.

it right and due to the high position you hold as
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the

' % United States, to inform you that the degree
called “ Red Cross ” under the Masonic system of the United
States, and which is required as a pre-requisite before ob-
taining the Templar Order there, is not one of the degrees
conferred in Canada under any of the authorized bodies, al-
though it has been of late years communicated to Canadian
Templars by Rt. Commanders of Encampments by authority
derived only from myself as head of the Order of the Do-
minion.

The Supreme Grand Master of England and Wales, under
which the Canadian Encampments are held, does not con-
sider the degree has any connection whatever with the
Templar Order.

To obviate, however, the difficulty experienced by Cana-
dian Templars visiting Encampments in the United States,
I obtained the recognition of a late Grand Master of your
General Grand Encampment, Em. Sir Knight Wm. B. Hub-
bard, for my issuing the necessary authority for communi-
cating this American degree by Em. Commanders of En-
campments, to enable Canadian Knights to visit the United
States Encampments. ,

It is now, however, proposed to place this degree under
the control of one of the governing Masonic bodies, and in-
troduce it as a recognized degree in the Canadian system.

I have, therefore, as Grand Prior of the Templars in the
Domninion, and representative of the Supreme Grand Master

155
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of the Order in England and Wales, etc., approved of the
degree being adopted by the Grand Council of “ Royal and
Se%ect Masters” of New Brunswick, Dominion of Canada,
which will at once place it on a legitimate footing with
other Canadian degrees.

I may observe that the Grand Conclave of England and
Wales, although not recognizing the necessity of the degree
in connection with the Templar Order, permitted me to use
my own discretion in communicating it to the Encampments
in Canada.

I trust, therefore, that the notification of the adoption
of the degree being now constitutionally established in Can-
ada, will be sufficient, and the members duly recognized.

The Commanders of Encampments still, however, retain
the power of communicating so much of the degree as will
enable the members of the Order to visit Encampments in
the United States.

I beg to remain,
Right Em. Grand Master,
Faithfully yours in the Bonds of the Order,
W. J. B. McLEoD MOORE, 33°,
Grand Prior United Orders of the Temple and
Hospital, Dominion of Canada.

To the Right Eminent Sir Knight WILLIAM S. GARDNER,
Grand Master, Grand Encampment, United States, Bos-
ton.

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER OF TEMPLARS,
BostoN, Mass., Feb. 24, 1871,

Rt. Em. Sir W. J. B. McL. Moorg, Grand Prior United Or-
ders of the Temple and Hospital, Dominion of Canada.

My DEeAR Sir AND RIGHT EMINENT FRATER,—I am in
receipt of your kind favour of the second instant, giving
me official notice of the fact that you have authorized one
of the Grand Masonic Bodies of Canada, entitled the
“ Grand Council of Reyal and Select Masters of New Bruns-
wick,” to confer the Order of the Red Cross. I am aware
of the fact that some years since my distinguished prede-
cessor in this office, our lamented Grand Master Hubbard,
entered into a treaty stipulation with you as the recoghized
Head of Templar Knighthood in Canada, and Representative
of the Supreme Grand Master of the Order in England and



CORRESPONDENCE OF GRAND PRIOR, OANADA. 157

Wales, &e., by the terms of which you were empowered to
issue the necessary authority for communicating the Order
of Red Cross, according to our System or Rite, by Eminent
Commanders of Encampments under your jurisdiction, to
enable Canadian Knights to visit the United States’ Com-
manderies. Under the Treaty above referred to, I recognize
your authority to place this Order of the Red Cross under
the authority of one of the governing Masonic Bodies, and to
introduce it as a recognized Degree in the Canadian System.
I shall have the honour to lay your kind favour before
our Grand Encampment at its next Session, to be held at
Baltimore in September next. In the meantime those who
receive the Order of the Red Cross in Canada in Councils
of Royal and Select Masters, will be duly recognized through-
out our jurisdictions as Red Cross Knights. I sincerly trust
that the step you have taken will tend to cement in closer

union the Knights of Canada and of the United States.

I remain, Right Eminent Sir,
With Knightly courtesy,
Yours in the bonds of our Order,
(Signed) WIiLLIAM SEWALL GARDNER,

Grand Master.

Referring to the letter of the Grand Prior of Canada, dated
2nd February, 1871, to the R. E. Sir Knight William Sewall
Gardner, Grand Master of Grand Encampment United States,
the Grand Master of that Grand Euncampment makes the
following remarks in his address of 19th September, 1871,
with reference to the letter quoted above :

EXTRACT.

¢ This act of the Grand Prior was not considered as binding the
Grand Encampments to any recognition of the Masonic body styled the
¢ Council of Royal and Select Masters,’” nor as connecting it in any way
with the Orders of Knighthood. Inasmuch as a treaty had heretofore
been made between the R. Emt. Grand Prior, acting under special
directions from the Grand Conclave of England and Wales, and the
Most Emt. Grand Master of our Grand Encampment, to the effect that
¢ The Order of the Red Cross,’ although not required in the English
Masonic system, should be conferred under the direction of the Grand
Prior in Canada, to facilitate the interchange of Knightly courtesy be-
tween the Knights of the two jurisdictions, I considered that the way
and manner in which the ‘Order of the Red Cross ’ should be enforced
in Canada, was wholly within the power of the Grand Prior to deter-
mine, under the terms of this treaty. The Grand Prior having decided
to authorize a body entitled ¢ The Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters of New Brunswick,’ one of the governing Masonic bodies in
Canada, to confer the Order, I consider that this decision was one
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which, under the treaty referred to, the Grand Encampment should
confirm, and that Red Cross Knights created in this body should be
respected and recognized throughout the United States.
‘“ WM. SEWALL GARDNER,
‘¢ Grand Master.”

RED CROSS KNIGHTS OF CANADA,

Extract from report of Special Committee on “ Forei
Affairs” in Grand Encampment Knights Templars of the
United States : —

BartivoRre, Sept. 22 A.D, 1871,

Resolved.—That, desirous of 'drawing closer the bonds of amity and
friendship with our Canadian Fraters, and facilitating the exercise of
Knightly visitation by them in Commanderies within the United
States, we affirm the decision of the Grand Master, and recognize the
Knights of the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross made in Canada,
under such authority as may be duly recognized there.

‘“Signed by  JNo. W. SiMoxs,
Bens. Dew.
GEo. FRANK GoUuLRyY,
Josiam H. DruMMOND,
JNo. FrizzeLL.

On motion, the report, with the resolutions, was adopted.

Signed, W. J. B. McLeoD MOORE, 33 °,
Grand Prior, Canada.

OFFICE OF THE GRAND RECORDER OF THE GRAND COUNCIL
RoYAL AND SELECT MASTERS, STATE OF MISSOURI,

ST. Louts, Feb. 15, 1871.

ILL. AND DEsR CompANION :—Your favour of Feb. 8th
duly at hand, covering advance sheets of your proceedings
(in part). The resolutions adopted. I got through the Ma-
sonic Mirror,and re-published in the February number of
Freemason. I fully approve of their spirit and intent. I
look upon the “ Red Cross” or “ Babylonish Pass” as out
of place in a Commandery, as it comes from a different source,
and teaches no lesson necessary as a pre-requisite to the
Knights' Templars, but it is too beautiful to be lost; some
organization had to take charge of it orlet it be swallowed
up among the lost degrees of the past. In 1869 I recom-
mended to the Grand Council of this State in my report on
Correspondence, a revision of our American system, and
suggested putting the Red Cross in the Council, where it
best fitted, and am very glad that your Grand Council has
taken the initiative in this country in fully meeting the
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question, and placing the Red Cross where it properly belongs.
There can be no legal objection to it, as it violates no cove-
nants or agreements, and invades no jurisdiction, so far as
the Dominion of Canada is concerned, under the present Ma-
sonic government there. Your Cryptic system will now be
more perfect than our own, and if any of our R. and S. Mas-
ters visit you, they need only step out while working on the
Red Cross Degree unless they are Templars, in which case
they will be eligible to be present.
Wishing you great success and perfect peace in your se-
cret vault,
I am, truly and fraternally,
GEeo. FRANK GOULEY.
Gd. Recorder and Rep. of Gd. Council of N.B.

D. R. MuxRro, Esq,,
Gd. Recorder Gd. Counecil, N.B.

OTrAwA, 25th Feb,, 1871.

IlL.". Bro.". 30°, RoBERT MARSHALL, EsQ, St. John, N.B,,

My DEeAR SIR AND ILL.. BRo.".:—I have read the proceed-
ings of your Grand Council, and the Resolutions relating to
the DEGREE known in the United States of America as the
“RED CROSS ” or “ BABYLONISH PAss,” and granting author-
ity to the Councils of Royal and Select Masters to confer
the said Degree under certain conditions therein specified,
and beg to say that I quite approve of those Resolutions,
and am prepared to accept and carry them out in Ontario
and Quebec. I would have stated this sooner, but had, be-

“fore doing so, to communicate with my Illustrious Chief,

Col. Moore, 33°, Grand Prior Knights Templars and Malta,
&e., whose deputy I am, and I find that his and my views
quite coincide.
Believe me to remain,
Yours truly and fraternally,
T. D. HARINGTON, 33°,
Ins. Gen, for Ontario and Quebec, and G. P. Z. of Grand
Royal Chapter, Canada.

PorTLAND, Me., March 3, 1871.

R.. E.. Sir KNIGHT :—Before receiving yours, containing
a copy of the letter of M.. E.. Sir William S. Gardner,
Grand Master of Templars, I had conferred with several of
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our Sir Knights, and found that they agreed with me in the
opinion that the course adopted by you in New Brunswick
in placing the Order of Red Cross under the authority of
the Grand Council is a happy solution of the difficulty. By
making the Council Degree pre-requisite to the Order of
Knights Templars, you will, it seems to me, ensure the recog-
nition in theUnited States of every Knight . Templar created’
in your jurisdiction.

Congratulating you upon obtaining so promptly the ap-
proval and recognition of the Head of the Order in this
country,

I remain, courteously yours,
Josiar H. DrRuMmoND, K. T.

RoBERT MaRsHALL, K, T., &c,,
Saint John, N. B.




CHAPTER XX.

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE RITE INTO ONTARIO—THE INAUGURATION
oF SHEKINAH CoUNCIL AT ORILLIA—ADONIRAM COUNCIL AT
TORONTO—ZABUD AT BRADFORD—HARINGTON AT GaALT—THE
ForMATION OF THE GRAND CoUNcCIL OF ONTARIO.

in the far west, and early in November, 1870,
the Grand Master of New Brunswick was both

| surprised and delighted with the receipt of a
communication from a number of Companions residing in
the village of Orillia. Ontario, who asked for a warrant of
autherity to form and open a Council of Royal and Select
Masters, to be named “ Shekinah Council,” with R. E. Com-
panion Robert Ramsay recommended as the first Thrice
Illustrious Master, E. Companion C. S. Elliott as the first
Right Illustrious Master, and E. Companion G. S. Bolster to
be the first Illustrious Master of said Council. A special or
emergent assembly of the Grand Council of New Brunswick
Council was therefore called to meet in the Masonic Hall,
St..John, N. B,, on the 22nd of November, 1870. The Grand
Master, Dr. Hatheway, and all the Grand Officers were pres-
ent. The petition from Orillia wasread. It was dated 21st
of October, 1870, and came recommended to the favourable
consideration of the Grand Council by R. Ill. Companion T. -
D. Harington, 33° Inspector General of Cryptic Masonry for
Ontario and Quebec. The petition was granted, and the
usual official documents ordered to be sent to Orillia.

The Council at Orillia was duly organized and commenced
work, and a lively interest began to be taken in the degrees.
R. E. Companion Daniel Spry who had heard of the Rite
having been introduced into New Brunswick, wrote for in-
formation, and was informed that a Council was just being
opened at Orillia, where he could get the Degrees. At his
request a dispensation was granted to receive Degrees by
Right Puissant Companion T. D. Harington, after which a
petition, with the requisite number of signatures, was pre-
pared, asking the Grand Council of New Brunswick to grant
& warrant for “ Toronto ” Council. ~R. E. Companion Spry,
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who was then Grand Scribe N. of the Grand Chapter i
Canada, and is now Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodg=s=—®
of Canada, was nominated to be the first Thrice Illustriou —3
Master, R. E. Companion David McLellan, then Grand Prin- &
cipal Sojourner of the Grand Chapter of Canada, and nower—¥
Grand Scribe E, to be the Right Illustrious Master, and Ee—==-
Companian N. G Bigelow, as first Illustrious Master. The -©
etition was forwarded to Right Puissant Companion T.D. «&).
ﬁarington, Inspector-General of the Grand Council of New<a<a¥
Brunswick for the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, and re— ==~
ceived his endorsement. On the 14th of December, 1870, am===_3
special meeting of the Toronto Companions was held, and it #t
was decided to change the name from “Toronto” CouncillC
to “ Adoniram ” Council, and the R. P. Companion Haring—"="
ton was notified to that effect, and agreed to the change. On_s—0
the 13th January of 1871, the Grand Council of New Bruns-— 3-
wick was called in special assembly in the Masonic Hall, St. — <
John, to receive and act upon the petition of the Toronto «——
Companions. The application, which was dated the 24th of
November,1870,wasduly considered and unanimously grant- —
ed. A dispensation had previously been issued by the M.I. —
G. M. to the Toronto Companions.
The Thrice Illustrious Master of Shekinah Council, Orillia,
was authorized to confer the degrees on the Companions so
desiring them, and in accordance with such dispensation, a
notice was issued, stating that by special dispensation from
Right Puissant Companion T. D. Harington, Inspector-Gen-
eral of Ontario and Quebec, Thrice Illustrious Companion
Ramsay had been directed, in company with Right Illustri-
ous Companion C. S. Elliott, to communicate the degrees of
Royal, Select and Super-Excellent Master upon such Royal
Arch Companions from Toronto and elsewhere, as may de-
sire to receive them, for the purpose of forming new Coun-
cils in Ontario.  For this purpuse a special Assembly of
Shekinah Council was called at the Masonic Hall, Orillia, on
the 24th day of November, 1870, for the purpose of con-
ferr ing the above grades on R. E. Companion Daniel Spry
and other Companions from Toronto, as well as upon.Excel-
lent Companion J. W. H. Wilson and other Cowmpanions
from Bradford, who were desirous at a future date of forin-
ing a new Councilat the latter place, to be known as “Zabub”
Council.  Accordingly R. E. Companion Sg;y, R. E. Com-
panion David McLellan, E. Companions N. G. Bigelow,
Principal Sojourner, William C. Morrison, Scribe N.;
George Chanter, Senior Sojourner, and W. A. Stollery,
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. all of King Solomon. Chapter, proceeded to Orillia on the
date named, and received the degrees in the Shekinah
Council. The Zabud Council, the formation of which
had been duly sanctioned at a special meeting of the Grand
Council of New Brunswick, held on the 18th April, 1871
(not the 18th Jany., 1871, as in printed proceedings of
New Brunswick), was also formed, with R. E. Companion
Thomas Sargant as Thrice Illustrious Master, and Haring-
ton Council, at Galt, under R. E. Companion George H.
Patterson, on the same date.

On the 30th November, 1871, Right Illustrious Compan-
ion George C. Patterson, Inspector for the Western Division,
installed the following Companions as the first officers of
Harington Council : — Very Illustrious Companion Wm.
Elliot, Thrice Illustrious Master; Illustrious Companion J.
Hafirick, Right Tllustrious Master; Illustrious Companion
F. Guggisberg, Illustrious Master ; Companions W. Trotter,
Treasurer ; J. W. Hood, Recorder ; T. M. Anderson, Master
of Ceremonies ; E. J. Wilkins, Captain of the Guard ; H. K.
Maitland, Conductor; J. Shoemaker, Steward ; A. Kennedy,
Sentinel.

THE GRAND COUNCIL OF ONTARIO.

. Adoniram Council, Toronto, was the first to take the
initiative in the direction of forming a Grand Council for
Ontario. At a meeting held on the 24th of July, 1871, a
series of resolutions was adopted calling a convention to
meet at Toronto. Accordingly, on Tuesday, the 8th of
August, 1871, a meeting of delegates from the several Coun-
cil meetings in Ontario, was held in the Masonic Hall,
Toronto, in response to the circular containing resolutions
gassed at the meeting of Adoniram Council, on the 24th of

uly, pointing out the necessity that existed for a Supreme
Body in the Province. R. P. Companion T. D. Harington,
Inspector General of Cryptic Masonry for Ontario and
Quebec was present, and acted as Chairman, while Thrice
Illustrious Companion Daniel Spry acted as Secretary.
There was a large number of duly authorized representatives
and visitors present. = Shekinah Council, Orillia, sent Th.
Ill. Companion R. Ramsay and C. S. Elliott; Adoniram
Council, Toronto, sent Th. Illustrious Companions Spry, Mc-
Lellan and Bigelow ; Harington Council, Galt, sent Thrice
Illustrious Companion George H. Patterson; and Zabud
Council, Bradford, sent Thrice Illustrious Companion Thos."
Sargant, and Illustrious Companions J. W. Hp Wilson and
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Murdoch McLeod. Among the visitors were the Venerable
and Illustrious Companion W. J. B. McLeod Moore, of La-
prairie ; Companions J. G. A. LeBlanc,Montreal ; T. S. Atkin-
son and W. Ramsay, Orillia; G. W. Jessop, Munro Council,
Michigan; W. C. Morrison, George Chanter, C. G. Forbes
and J. F. Lash, of Toronto. The Chairman read the circular,
which was as follows :

ApoNraM Counciy, No 6, G. R. N. A,,
Masonic Hall, Toronto July 24 1871. }

To the Ill. Master of: -Council of Royal and Select Masters.

DEar Sir AND ILu. CompANION :—The desire for a Grand Council
for the Province of Ontario has been 8o often expressed, and the belief
that its early organization would materially advance the interests of
Cryptic Masonry, hasinduced this Council to take the initiative in call-
ing a Convention to secure that object, with the approval of R. Illus-
trious Companion, T. Douglas Harington, Inspector-General for
Ontario and Quebec.

We are, therefore, instructed to forward to your Council, a copy of
Resolutions, unanimously adopted at a special Convention of Adoniram
Council held this evening, ang to respectfully request your hearty co-
operation in securing the object contemplated, by calling a special con-
vocation of your Council for the consideration of this important matter.

Resolved, That the introduction of Cryptic Masonry, and the exten-
sion of the Degrees of Royal and Select Masters and Appendant Orders
into the Province of Ontario, has been attended with beneficial results,
and, considering the rapid increase of Councils working under the
Grand Council of New Brunswick, and the desire expressed by many
Companions for the organization of Councils in their localities, and the
necessity that exists for a Supreme Council in this Province, it is de-
sirable that a Convention, to be composed of the Inspector General for
Ontario and Quebec, Past T. I. M.’s, Th. I. M.’s, R. Ill. M.’s of said
Councils, be held in the City of Toronto, on Tuesday, the 8th of
August, 1871, at the Council Chamber of Adoniram Council, at the
hour of three o’clock p.m.

Resolved, That a circular, with copies of the above resolution, signed
by the Th.IlL. M., R.Ill.M. and Recorder, be forwarded to the Inspec-
tor General for Ontario, and the various Councils meeting in Ontario,
requesting them to appoint eligible Companions as delegates to said
Convention, and aid in the formation of a Grand Council for Ontario.

Resolved, That the Th. Ill. M., R. Ill. M. and Ill. M. of this Counecil
are hereby authorized to attend any Convention that may be held
having for its object the formation of a Grand Council for Ontario.

Should your Council approve of the Convention, you will be good
enough to provide your delegates with a certified copy of the resolution
appo; nting them, duly sealed, and signed by the Th. Ill. Master and
Reco rder.

Yours fraternally,
DanieL Spry, Th, I. M.
Davip McLerran. R. IlI. M.
" N.G. BieeLow, I1l. M.
W. A. StoLLERY, Recorder.
Approved,
T. Doucras HARINGTON,
Insp.-Gen. Quebec and Ontario.
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And also his appointment by the Grand Council of New
Brunswick, as Inspector-General of Cryptic Masonry for
Ontario and Quebec, with authority to confer degrees and
open Councils. He said :—*“ Under the authority of this
appointment the Councils represented in this Convention
had been lawfully established, and as there were more than
three Councils now working in the Province, a very natural
desire had been expressed to have a Grand Council for
Ontario. He heartily agreed with that desire, and he be-
lieved that the Grand Council for New Brunswick also
acquiesced in the desire for a Grand Council for this Pro-
vince. He therefore surrendered to this Convention the
authority which he held, and would cheerfully aid them in
securing the object for which they had assembled. After
some consideration, it was moved by Th. Ill. Companion
Daniel Spry, seconded by Th. Ill. Companion Robert
Ramsay,

¢“That whereas the introduction of Cryptic Masonry, and the ex-
tension of the degrees of Royal and Select Masters and appendant
Orders in the Province of Ontario, has been attended with beneficial
results, and whereas the rapid increase of Councils has shown that it
is ldeuirtsble that a Supreme Council be organized, therefore it is re-
solved,

¢‘ That, in the opinion of this Convention, composed of the Inspec-
tor-General for Ontario and Quebec, and the delegates of more than
three Councils meeting in Ontario, it is desirable thata Supreme Coun-
cil should now be formed,

¢ Resolved, That the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of
Ontario be and is hereby formed.” :

A constitutiou which had been prepared prior to the meet-
ing by Ill. Companions Daniel Spry, N. Gordon Bigelow and
D. McLellan, and approved by the Inspector-General, R. P.
Companion T. D. l?[arington, was submitted, read and
adopted, and the Grand Council of Ontario was fairly under
way. The following resolutions were also passed :—

‘¢ That, in consideration of the service rendered to Cryptic Masonry,
and the zeal displayed in assisting to organize this Grand Council, the
honorary rank of Past Th. 11l. Master be and is hereby conferred upon
R. Ill. Companions T. Douglas Harington, Ottawa ; Joseph G. A. Le-
Blanc, Montreal ; G. H. Corbett and J. A. Ardagh, Orillia ; David
McLellan and Nelson Gordon Bigelow, Toronto ; J. W. H. Wilson
and M. McLeod, Bradford ; T. M. Anderson and Wm. Elliott, Galt.

‘“ That in consideration of the long and faithful services rendered to
Masonry in Canada by Ill. Comp. W. J. B. McLeod Moore, the hono-
rary rank of Past Right Puissant Deputy Grand Master be conferred
apon him.”

The Province was divided into two districts. First—the
Western District, to comprise that portion of the Province
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lying between the extreme western boundary and the River
gredit. Second—the Eastern District, to comprise that por-
tion of the Province lyiag east of the River Credit and the
eastern boundary of the Province. The Council then pro-
ceeded to the choice of their officers, which resulted in the
election and appointment of the following companions:—

M. I. Companion T. D. Harington, Ottawa, M.P. Grand
Master.
R. I. Companion Daniel Spry, Toronto, R.P. Deputy Grand
Master.
R. I. Companion W. J. B. McLeod Moore, Laprairie, Past
R.P.D.GM.
R. L. Companion Thomas Sargant, Toronto, Right Puissant
Grand Master.
R. I. Companion C. Schomberg Elliot, Orillia, Puissant Grand
Master. ' .
R. I. Companion G. H. Patterson, Galt, Inspector-General
Western Division.
R. I Companion David McLellan, Toronto, Inspector-Gene-
ral Eastern Division.
R. 1. Companion Nelson Gordon Bigelow, Toronto, Inspector-
General, Quebec.
R. I. Companion Robert Ramsay, Orillia, Grand Recorder.
R. I. Companion Thos. W. Anderson, Galt, Grand Treasurer.
R. I. Companion J. W. H. Wilson, Bradford, Grand Captain
of Guard.
V. 1. Companion Rev. Canon Ramsay, Newmarket, Grand
Chaplain.
V.1 Companion M. McLeod, Bradford, Grand Master of Cere-
monies.
V. 1. Companion Wm. Elliot, Galt, Grand Conductor.
V. L Companions G. H. Corbett, J. A. Ardagh, Orillia, Grand
Stewards.
1. Companion Jolin L. Dixon, Toronto, Grand Sentinel.
V. L. Companions J. W. H. Wilson, Robert Ramsay, T. W.
Anderson and M. McLeod, Executive Committee.
After some discussion it was resolved :—

* That the Executive Committee draft and forward an address to
our Mother Grand Council of New Brunswick, apprising her of the
formation of this Grand Council, and praying a fraternal recognition,
and that a circular letter of similar import be also forwarded to the
other Grand Councils of the world.”

Col. Moore and Companion LeBlanc addressed the Grand
Council and requested it to take jurisdiction over the Pro-
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vince of Quebec, which it was decided to do, and also “ That
the rank and titles of Officers and Companions shall be the
Most Puissant Grand Master as Most Illustrious Companion.
All elected officers as Right Illustrious Companions. All
appointed officers as Very Illustrious Companions. Thrice
Tllustrious Masters of Councils as Thrice Illustrious Com-
panions, and all Companions as Illustrious Companions—
officers in all cases being addressed by the names of their re-
spective offices.”

The system of having accredited representatives near Sis-
ter Grand Councils was adopted. Warrants were also issued
to Shekinah Council as No. 1, of Orillia; Adoniram as No.
2, of Toronto ; Harington as No. 3, of Galt; and Zabud No.
4, of Bradford. This brought to a close the Convention and
the first meeting of the Grand Council of Ontario.




CHAPTER XXI.

THE Firra, SixTH, AND LAST ANNUAL ASSEMBLIES OF THE GERAND
CounciL o NEw BRUNSWICK—NEW SUBORDINATE COUNCILS—

INAvGURATION OF THE GrAND CoUNCIL OF ONTARIO.
U 4/ ) '
8 ‘< : . O
- 'ﬁ) D) 13th of January, 1871, to consider applications
&odi2¥ from R. E. Companion Daniel Spry and others
for a warrant of authority to open a Council at Toronto
under the name of Adoniram Council. The application was
granted. There are no printed minutes of this meeting, but
the writer has in his possession the circular calling the
Grand Council, and dated “St. John, N.B., 6th January,
1871 Another special Assembly was held on the 18th of
April, 1871, in the Masonic Hall, St. John, N.B.,at which Most
Illustrious Companion J. C. Hatheway presided. Among
those present were Illustrious Companions John Willis,
Robert Marshall, A. D. Goodman, D. R. Munro, R. Shives,
J. D. Short, G. F. Ring, W. W. Emslie, Henry Card, D. Serib-
ner, C. U. Hanford, and other Companions. In the printed
proceedings of New Brunswick, the date of this second
special Assembly in 1871 is given as occurring on the 13th
January, 1871. Right Illustrious Companion D. R. Munro
writes me that it is an error of the printer, thav the date
should be as I have given it, “18th April, 1871.” Applica-
tions were read from Companions Royal Arch Masons resid-
ing in Moncton, N.B, for authority to open “ Moncton ”
Council ; from Companions Royal Arch Masons in Bradford,
County of Simcoe, Untario, for authority to open “Zabud”
Council ; and from Royal Arch Companions in the town of
Galt, Ont., for anthority to open “ Harington” Council. The
applications, being duly recommended and in proper form,
were granted. On Friday, the 27th October, A.D. 1871, the
fifth Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of New Bruns-
wick was convened. M. I. Companion Dr. J. C. Hatheway
presided. Past Grand Master Robert Marshall was among
those present. Eight Councils were represented. The Grand
Master in his opening address alluded to the formation of
the new Subordinate Council, and then said :
168

SPECIAL Assembly of the Grand Council of
New Brunswick was held in St. John, on the
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‘“With respect to Cryptic Masonry in this Dominivn, I am happy
to say that it is steadily progressing. At Toronto, on the eighth day
of August last, a convention was held, at which delegates from four
Subordinate Councils were present, for the purpose of forming a Grand
Council, and after ¢ mature deliberation’ organized ¢ The Grand Coun-
cil of Royal and Select Masters of Ontario,’ and duly elected and in-
stalled their officers. From this Body I received a copy of ¢ Proceed-
ings,’ with a copy of their Constitutions. I am satisfied from the livel
interest taken in this Order in Ontario, at least that there the worl
will go bravely on.”

After routine business had been transacted, a communica-
tion was read from Right Illustrious Companion Robert
Ramsay, the Grand Recorder of the Grand Council of Onta-
rio, seeking recognition from the Mother Grand Council of
New Brunswick. The letter read as foilows:—

THE GRAND CoUNCIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS IN
ONTARIO, SITTING AT THEIR GRAND EAsT IN TORONTO.

OFFICE OF THE GRAND RECORDER, ORILLIA, ONT,
October 1Gth, 1871.
To M--IlI* Comp-.' J. C. HATHEWAY, M’ P-* G- M of the
Grand Council of New Brunswick.

MosT PuissanT SIR :—

I am instructed by the M- P G- M"." of the Grand Coun-
cil of Royal and Select Masters of Ontario to inform you
that on the eighth day of August, 1871, duly appointed dele-
gates from Shekinah Council, No. 5, G"R"N*'B".", Adoniram
Council, No. 6, G- R""N-.-B-;, Harington Council, No. 8, G-
RN B, and Zabud Council, No. 9, G'.'R"."N".'B-.", did meet
in convention in the Masonic Hall, Toronto, and after ma-
ture deliberation did organize “ The Grand Council of Royal
and Select Masters of Ontario” and duly elected and install-
ed Rt.Ill'"Comp.T. D. Harington, 33°, M."P.-G . "M-, Il
Comp-.-Daniel Spry, 18°, Rt""P-"D"."G""M"." and other officers.

I am also directed to say that this action on the part of
those Councils holding allegiance to your Grand Council
was not intended as a slight to our Mother Grand Council,
from whose officers we have always received the greatest
courtesy and kindness. It was done however, believing
that by having a Grand Body in our midst, we could better
serve the interests of Cryptic Masonry.

Such being the case, the Most Puissant Grand Master of
Ontario desirous that our Mother Grand Council of New
Brunswick should at once extend recognition to us by ex-
changing Representatives and issuing such an encyclical
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letter to the Grand Councils of the world as will prove to
them that you concur in our recent movement,and that we
in the Dominion of Canada, who belong to the Cryptic Rite,
are on the most amicable and friendly terms.

By command of the M"."P-"G-"M".", I have the honour to re-

main, Most Puissant Sir,
Fraternally yours in the Mysteries of the Secret Vault.
RoBERT RaMsay,
Grand Recorder of Ontario.

Whereupon it was moved by M. I. Companion Robert
Marshall, and seconded by I. Companion Chas. U. Hanford:

Whereas, The Province of Ontario, heretofore holding
Warrants from the Grand Council, has, with our approval,
established a Grand Council in that Province, designated the
“ Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Ontario.”

And Whereas Article No. 10 of the Constitution of this
Grand Council, page 61, reads as follows, viz :—* This Grand
Council shall have the sole government and superintend-
ence of Councils of R. and S. Masters and appendant Orders
within the Provinee of New Brunswick, &ec. &ec. &e. It shall
also have power to constitute, govern and superintend new
Councils within the Province of New Bruuswick, as well as
any portion of the Dominion of Canada, or other of the
British Provinces where there is no Grand Council, and
grant Charters and Dispensations for the same, &c. &e. &ec.”
and

Whereas notwithstanding the above mentioned provis-
ion made by the Grand Council of the Province of New
Brunswick, Dominion of Canada, it being the ardent desire
of Grand Council to grant our Daughter, now Sister, Grand
Council of Ontario, every privilege which the true interests
of our Cryptic Rite seem to suggest :

Therefore Resolved, that while anxious to work in har-
mony with the Grand Council of Ontario, this Grand Coun-
cil is unable to grant exclusive jurisdiction to the Grand
Council of Ontario over Cryptic Masonry in Quebec, that
Province of the Dominion being unoccupied Masonic terri-
tory.

r'.‘IYhe discussion upon this matter was very full in its sev-
eral bearings, the recognition and territory being intelligent-
ly discussed by Illustrious Companions J. V. Ellis, Edward
Willis and the mover. It was finally adopted, and the Grand
Recorder was directed to send a communication to the Grand
Recorder of the Grand Council of Ontario, conveying the
resolution of welcome to the circle of Sister Grand Councils.
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OFFICE OF GRAND RECORDER OF GRAND COUNCIL,
RoYAL AND SELECT MASTERS OF NEW BRUNS-
WICK, DOMINION OF CANADA :

I11 Bro. RoBERT RAMsAY, Esq., Grand Recorder of the Grand

Council Royal and Select Masters of Ontario, Orillia,
Ont.

T1Lr. BRO. AND DEAR SIR :—

At our Annual Assembly held in the Masonic Hall in this
City, 30th Oct., 1871, the following Resolution was unani-
mously adopted, viz :— '

Resolved, That Grand Council hereby extend a cordial welcome to
our Sister Grand Conncil of Royal and Select Masters of Ontario, and
appoint M. P. Grand Master Illustrious Bro. T. D. Harington, 33°,
JRepresentative of this Grand Council near the Grand Council of Royal
and Select Masters of Ontario.

In the bonds of our Order,
Fraternally yours,
A. D. Goopwin,
Grand Recorder.

At this Assembly a letter was read from Illustrious Com-
Jpanion Robert Macoy, as Representative of the Grand Coun-
cil of New Brunswick, near the Grand Council of New
York. It appeared that I. Companion Macoy was not an
affiliated member of any Subordinate Council and was there-
fore ineligible. A very courteous letter was read from the
Companion explaining that he bad not affiliated with any
Council since the dissolution of the body of which he was a
member, and that therefore in duty bound he resigned the
position, tendering hearty thanks for the high honour the
Grand Council of New Brunswick had desired to confer on
him. On motion Illustrious Companion George Fred. Wilkie,
of Newburg, N. Y., a Companion well known and esteemed
by Canadians, was appointed in place of Companion Macoy.
This year New Brunswick had to mourn the loss of two

rominent Companions, the Rev. Wm. Donald, Grand Chap-
in, and Joseph Conway Brown, of Nova Scotia, the Inspec-
tor-General of that Province.

INustrious Companion Robert Marshall referred to a treaty
or alliance entered into and concluded upon the 13th March,
1871, by the Supreme authorities of {he United Orders of
the Temple and Hospital and Malta, of the thirty-third De-
gree, and of the Grand Lodge of Mark Masters of England
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and Wales.  The treaty, a copy of which may be found in
the proceedings of the Grand Council of New Brunswick for
1871, provided always, and it is hereby agreed, “ that the
Grand Lodge of Mark Masters shall be at liberty to ally it-
self with a governing body, to be formed for the purpose of
working the following Ancient Masonic degrees, that is to
say, that of ‘Royal and Select Master,’ ‘Excellent Master,
¢ Super-Excellent Master, and ‘ Most Excellent Master,
without such act being considered an infringement of the
present convention, or as obligatory in the associated Orders
to acknowledge or receive as an associated body the govern-
ing body of the hereinbefore mentioned degrees ; provided
always that all orders or degrees now claimed or worked by
either of associated orders shall be considered as belonging
to them.

This alliance, it was thought, would have an influence
tending to the legal introduction of Cryptic Masonry in
England.

he proceedings closed with the election, appointment and

installation of officers for the ensuing year, which resulted
as follows : —

R. L. Companion D. R. Munro, Most Puissant Grand Master.

R. I. Companion the Hon. Bliss Botsford, Deputy Puissant
Grand Master.

R. I. Companion E. J. Wetmore, Right Puissant Grand
. Master.

R. I. Companion Dr. E. L. Barteaux, Puissant Grand Master.

INSPECTORS-GENERAL.

. I. Companion T. D. Harington, Ontario and Quebec.

. I. Companion 8. R. Sircom, Halifax and Hants.

I. Companion J. L. Ha.rrls, Westmoreland.

. I. Companion Robert Young, Prince Edward Island.

. I. Companion Rev. G. J. Caie, Grand Chaplain.

1. Companion Shives, Grand Treasurer.

I. Companion A. D. Goodwm Grand Recorder.

. I. Companion Henry Duffell, Grand Master of Ceremonies.
. I. Companion John Meluck Grand Conductor.

. I. Companion C. U. Hanford, Grand Captain of Guards.
. L. Companion E. E. Kenney, ‘Grand Steward.

. L. Companion Henry Card, Grand Organist.

I. Companion Dinge Scrlbner Grand Sentinel.

,<<<<<<pu;uwwpmw
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FiNANCE COMMITTEE.

Companion Past M.P.G.M. Dr. Hatheway and Very Illustri-
ous Companions G. H. Whiting and E. E. Kenney.

R. I. Companion D. R. Munro was appointed Chairman of
Committee on Foreign Correspondence. :

In consideration of the great services rendered Ancient
Craft Masonry, and the several Rites and the appendant
Orders now fully established in the Dominion of Canada,
and the esteem in which they are held by the Companions
of Cryptic Masonry in this part of the Dominion, it was
moved that Illustrious Companion Col. W. J. B. McLeod
Moore, 33°, and Illustrious Companion T. D. Harington be
permanent members of this Grand Council, each with the
rank of Past M. P. Grand Master.

In the proceedings of the Grand Council of Maine in 1871,
Grand Master Gordon R. Garden, in his Annual Address, al-
ludes to the degree of the Red Cross being under the care
of the Canadian Cryptic Councils. He says:—

¢¢ Our Companions in New Brunswick have assumed jurisdiction over
another Degree or Order. It is well known to you ali that while the
American system of Knighthood embraces the Order of the Red Cross,
the English system, which prevails in Canada, does not embrace it.
But that Order has been conferred in Canada as a kind of side degree
by certain officers, whose authority was recognised by the proper autho-
rities in the United States. Still the Order was under no fixed autho-
rity or care in Canada, although the possession of it was understood to
be necessary to gain admission into assemblies of Knights in this coun-
try. Recognising the necessity of placing this Order under some
known Masonic authority, our Companions in New Brunswick have
incorporated the Order of the Red Cross under the authority of their
Grand Council. I am informed that the Grand Master of the Knights
Templars of the United States has decided to recognise the authority as
legitimate, and all receiving the Order under that authority are en-
titled to admission in all the conclaves of Knights of the Red Cross
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of the United States.
It is thought that this action will tend very strongly to make the de-
grees of Cryptic Masonry pre-requisite to the Order of Knighthood,
thus making what is known as ‘ the American system of Masonry,’ a
complete, progressive and harmonious system.”’

On the 30th August, 1872, the sixth and last annual assem-
bly of the Grand Council of New Brunswick was held.
There is no printed report of its proceedings, but business
of a routine character only was transacted. A newspaper
report of the proceedings informs me that the meeting took
place in the Masonic Hall, St. John, N.B,, and that the fol-
lowing Companions were duly elected and installed for the
ensuing year :—
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M. I. Companion David R. Munro, Most Puissant Grand

Master.

R. I. Companion John D. Short, Deputy Puissant Grand
Master. :

R. I. Companion, James G. Forbes, Right Puissant Grand
Master.

R. I. Companion C. U. Hanford, Puissant Grand Master.

INSPECTORS—GENERAL Or DIVISIONS.

. Companion T. D. Harington, Quebec Division.

. Companion J. L. Harris, Westmoreland Division.

. Companion 8. R. Sircom, Nova Scotia Division.

. L. Companion Robt. Young, Prince Edward Island Divi-
sion.

. I. Companions Rev. F. Partridge, Rev. George J. Caie,
Grand Chaplains.

. I. Companion Robt. Shives, Grand Treasurer.

. I. Companion, Alfred D. Goodwin, Grand Recorder.

. I. Companion Henry Duffell, Grand Master of Ceremonies.

. I. Companion Alexander Christie, Grand Conductor.

. I. Companion Henry Leonard, Grand Captain of Guards.

. L

. L

L
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Companion Levi H. Young, Grand Steward.
Companion Henry Card, Grand Organist.
Companion Dingee Scribner, Grand Sentinel.

<<

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

R. I. Companion E. Willis, and M. I. Companions Dr. J. C.
Hatheway and E. E. Kenney.

HALL COMMITTEE.

M. I. Companion Robert Marshall.

M. I. Companion David R. Munro was appointed Chair-
man of Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

The proceedings of 1872 bring to an end the labours of the
Grand Council of New Brunswick. A special meeting, how-
ever, was called on the 20th August, 1875, to meet on Mon-
day, the 30th August, in the Masonic Hall, Princess street,
St. John, N. B. hat was done at this meeting, it is im-
possible to find out, as all the books, papers, etc., were de-
stroyed in the great fire at St. John, in June, 1877. As
Most Illustrious Companion Munro says, “all lost.” In Nov-
ember of 1885 I wrote to my friend Munro and asked him
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. to tell me how the Grand Council of New Brunswick went
out of existence. In reply he says: “ You ask how and
when did the Grand Council of New Brunswick die ? Did
it go quietly out of existence ? Replying thereto, the Grand
Council slipped its cables, and sailed out of port without
making a ripple.” From information that I have from mem-
bers of the Cryptic Rite in New Brunswick, I believe that
the Grand Council there was a fairly strong body at one
time, and not wanting in enthusiasm and vim. Companions
Marshall, Munro and others gave freely of their time and
money, to carry it along. In many institutions, as we know,
the work generally falls on one or two individuals, and this
was no exception to the rule. The work became wearisome
and from the large number of other offices held by the
Cryptic Companions, their time was much occupied, and the
duties became most irksome in all that the term implies.
The Cryptic Rite was a foreign importation not favourably
looked upon at the time by the then leaders of Masonry in
New Brunswick. The Companions had up-hill work; the
degrees were not sought after, and those who did receive
them were not inspired with much zeal. The subordinate
Councils in St. John were suffered to become dormant, and,
with others, failing to make returns, left the Grand Council
deeply indebted to those who were instrumental in planting
the Rite in this jurisdiction. The Grand Council was for
years almost without funds, the subordinate Councils were
in arrears for dues, and it was not thought expedient or gen-
erous to press them to liquidation of the indebtedness. Again,
many expenses had to be met by those warm in the cause.
Other grades required attention, notably the Preceptory of
Knights Templars, which had suffered much by the tire—the
leading spirits of the one being interested in the other, and
to prevent the Preceptory being crowded out of the juris-
diction, they permitted the Grand Council to go. Then ap-
parent apathy prevailed in respect to the Cryptic Rite, and
nothing was moving to excite an interest in it. The low
cdndition of the finances on the one hand, and the attract-
iveness of the Rite having worn out, combined to render a
prosperous existence impossible. Moreover, the condition of
the times were unfavourable, and it was therefore permitted
to die quietly, rather than to continue a struggle against
adverse circumstances, and thus bear down more heavily on
one or more Companions. The subsequent business depres-
sion, after 1872, had much to do with the bad state of affairs.
A study of the proceedings of many Grand bodies will show
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how sadly a commercial stringency affects their prosperity.
The great fire in St. John, in 1877, was a disheartening affair,
and took the vim and snap out of many a good Mason. Had
it not been for the fire, the Grand Council might have been
resuscitated. Of course, had the officers of the Cryptic Rite
discharged their duties with diligence it would to-day be in
a state of life and vigour. It must be borne in mind that it
was not poverty that caused the Grand Council of New
Brunswick to go out of existence, but the apathy of its mem-
bers. Some of the “representatives” of the Grand Council
of New Brunswick still act in different States of the Union.
Companion Munro writes me that he hopes some day in the
near future to see Grand Council revived. Since Grand
Council has become dormant, Right Illustrious Companion
Ellis and the members of Carleton Council have continued
work, and occasionally confer the degrees. = No annual as-
sembly was held after the one just recorded, and the care of
the territory devolved on the Grand Council of Ontario, who
have since 1872 always appointed an Inspector-General for
the Eastern Provinces.




CHAPTER XXIL

"THE SecoND MEETING oF THE GRAND CoUNciL oF ONTARIO—THE
OPENING OF KHURUM AT MAITLAND—PREVOST AT DUNHAM, QUE,,
AND IzaBUD AT MoONTREAL—THE RED Cross DEGREE wiTR IM-
PORTANT CORRESPONDENCE THEREON.

HE 13th of August, 1872, saw the Grand Council

assembled in its second annual reunion in the

Masonic Hall, Toronto. A constitutional num-

ber of Councils was represented. Adoniram

Council had Ill. Companions F. J. Menet, W. J. Morris, J. B.
Nixon, Daniel Spry, Thos. Sargant, David McLellan, and
N. J. Bigelow; Zabud Council was there with Ill. Com-
panions W. H. Porter, Murdoch McLeod and J. W. H. Wil-
son ; Khurum Council at Maitland, a new Council, was re-
presented by Ill. Companion David McLellan, and Prevost
Council of Dunham, Quebec, had Ill. Companion H. W.
Wood. On account of ill health, M. P. Companion Haring-
ton was unable to attend, but had sent a request that R.
Tllustrious Companion Daniel Spry, Deputy Grand Master,
should take charge of the Council. In his address to the
Companions, Right Illustrious Companion Spry alluded to
the formation of the three new Councils to which the Grand
Master had granted dispensations at Maitland, Dunham and
Montreal. On the 8th March, 1872, under a dispensation
from the Grand Master, Right Illustrious Companion N. G,
Bigelow, in conformity with the constitution and usages of
the Rite, conferred the several degrees of the Council upon
the following Royal Arch Masons of the village of Maitland,
Ont., viz.: Companions George Cannon Longley, John Dum-
brille, John Easton, Daniel Collins, David Maxwell, John
Satchell, Denis Fell, Charles Eldridge, and Martin W. La
Fontaine. On 18th April, 1872, the newly made Royal and
Select Masters met at Maitland, for the purpose of organiz-
ing a Council. Ill. Companion G. C. Longley presided, and
read the dispensation authorizing them to meet as Khurum
Council, with Ill. Companion George C. Longley, as Thrice
XIl Master, Ill. Companion J. Dumbrille, Right Ill. Master,
and Ill. Companion J. Easton as Ill. Master. On the 2nd
©of March, 1872, a dispensa,ti?zg was issued to a number of

L 1



178 CRYPTIC MASONRY.

Companions residing at Dunham, Quebee, who were anxious
to promulgate the Rite in that Province. On the 11th of
March, 1872, Right Illustrious Companion N. G. Bigelow,
instructed by the Grand Master, attended at the Masonic
Hall in Dunham, and conferred the several degrees of the
Council upon the following Royal Arch Masons, viz., Com-
panions Edson Kemp, Hon. Thomas Wood, E. H. Goff, H.
W. Wood, A. H. Gilmour, Stephen Baker, George B. Baker,
MP.; G.H.Kemp, T.F. Wood, W. B. Sieley, H. McK. Fuller,
Charles Brown, Hiram Sieley, E. E. Spencer, W. C. Baker.
Afterwards, under authority of another dispensation, Prevost
Council was opened and constituted in due form with Com-
a)‘anion Edson Kemp as the first Thrice Illustrious Master.
he sound of the Cryptic trowel had not as yet been heard
in Montreal, and late in April a petition was circulated, ask-
ing for a warrant to establish a Council in the Metropolitan
City. On the 2nd March the request was granted, and a
dispensation was issued and on the 12th of April Right Ill.
Companion N. G. Bigelow, the Inspector General for the
Province of Quebec, proceeded to Montreal to organize Iza-
bud Council. Some of the Royal Arch Companions had
previously received the degrees in what, the Inspector Gene-
ral thought an irregular manner, and necessitated the pro-
cess of healing, after which the Council was opened and to
these Companions was committed the duty of bringing the
Rite under the consideration of the Royal Arch Masons of
the Province of Quebec. Ill. Companion John H. Isaacson
was the first Thrice Illustrions Master of Izabud Council.

Each of these applications was accompanied by the proper
certificates and vouchers of the Inspector General of the Di-
vision, as required by Act X. of the Constitution, and it is
for the Grand Council now to decide whether or not a war-
rant of Constitution be issued to them respectively. Right
Ill. Companion N. Gordon Bigelow, Inspector General for
Quebec, to whom the Grand Master granted his Dispensa-
tion, proceeded to the various places where the Councils
were to be opened, and instructed the Illustrious Companions
in the proper organizations of their Councils.

The Deputy Grand Master congratulated the Grand Coun-
cil on the prompt and hearty recognition extended to it
by the Grand Council of New Brunswick, and said that
“this prompt action on the part of the Grand Body, from
which all the Councils that took part in the formation of
this Grand Council, obtained their warrants, will be highly
esteemed, and it will assist in linking us still closer in the
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bonds of fraternal affection with our Illustrious Companions
and countrymen of the Maritime Provinces. Many of the
Grand Councils in the United States have also been prompt
in extending to us fraternal recognition, amongst which may
be mentioned Massachusetts, Tennessee, 1llinois, Alabama
and New Jersey.” The Deputy Grand Master also said that
“from all I can learn, the Councils in this jurisdiction are
in a flourishing condition. They all follow the work as
taught by our illustrious Companions of New Brunswick,
and there is that uniformity which is pleasing to witness.
Our Councils confer the Royal Select, Super-Excellent and
‘Red Cross’ degrees, and I observe that some of the chair-
men of the Committees of Foreign Correspondence find fault
wlth us for recognizing the ¢ Red Cross’ asa Cryptic degree ;
under the circumstances I think it would be well to publish
for the information of the Illustrious Companions the corres-
pondence as set forth in the proceedings ot the Grand Coun-
cil of New Brunswick.”

Right Illustrious Companion Thomas Bird Harris, of Ham-
ilton, had as a special mark of favour in consideration of the
long and faithful services he had rendered the craft in Can-
ada, the rank of Past Right Puissant Deputy Grand Master
conferred on him. The territory over which the Grand
Council held sway was again enlarged and it was resolved
to claim jurisdiction over the Provinces of Ontario, Quebec
and Manitoba, and that the same be divided into four Ma-
sonic districts. viz.: 1st—Western Division of Ontario to
comprise that portion of Ontario lying between the extreme
western boundary and the River Credit. 2nd—The Eastern
Division of Ontario to comprise that portion of Ontario lying
east of the River Credit and the eastern boundary of said
Province. 3rd—The Province of Quebec. 4th—The Pro-
vince of Manitoba. The Grand Council, naturally anxious
that they should have at least the fraternal recognition of
the other Masonic bodies in Canada, but more especially the
Grand Chapter, prepared an address to that body, apprising
her of the formation of the Grand Council and asking for
fraternal recognition. The document is an interesting one
and is worthy producing. 1t says:

To the M. E. G. Z. and the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons of Canada.

The Memorial of the Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters of Ontario:

Fraternally sheweth.—That the Masonic Rite, known as
Cryptic Masonry, is of a kindred origin and nature with
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Royal Arch Masonry. It embraces four degrees, called res-
pectively Royal Master, Select Master, Super-Excellent Mas-
ter and Red Cross of Babylon. These are conferred only
upon those Companions who have previously received all
those degrees over which the Grand Chapter of Canada has
control. This Rite cannot, therefore, in any way interfere
with the prerogatives of the Grand Chapter.

On the 8th day of August, 1871, a convention of duly
authorized delegates from the several Councils of this Rite,
was held at the City of Toronto, and a Grand Council of the
Rite formed under the name of “The Grand Council of
Royal und Select Masters of Ontario,” with M. Ill. Comp. T.
Douglas Harington, M. E. G. Z, of the Grand Chapter of
Canada, as the first M. P. G. M.

Since that date the Order has steadily advanced, and a
fraternal recognition has been extended by our Mother
Grand Council (New Brunswick), and by a large number of
other sister Grand Councils, and representatives exchanged.

- At the annual meeting of the Grand Council held at To-
ronto, on the 13th inst., a resolution was passed expressing
the desire of the Grand Council, that a fraternal recognition
should be extended by the Grand Chapter to this its Sister
Order, and that a memorial, setting out those wishes should
be prepared and presented to the Grand Chapter. Pursuant
thereto this memorial is fraternally and respectfully present-
ed, praying that the Grand Chapter of Canada may extend
fraternal recognition to the Grand Council of Royal and Se-
lect Masters of Ontario and the several degrees over which it
exercises Masonic jurisdiction.

The election of Grand Officers was proceeded with and the
following Companions were’ duly elected, approved and in-
stalled, after which Grand Council was cﬁ)sed in ample
form :—

M. I. Companion Daniel Spry. Toronto, M.P. Grand
Master; M. 1. Companion T. Douglas Harington, Ottawa,
Past M.P.G.M.; R. I. Companion Nelson Gordon Bigelow,
Toronto, R.P.D.G.M.; R. I. Companion W. J. B. McLeod
Moore, La Prairie, Past R.P.D.G.M.; R. I. Companion Thos.
Bird Harris, Hamilton, Past RP.D.G.M.; R. 1. Companion
John H. Isaacson, Montreal, R.P.G.M. ; R. I. Companion Wm.
H. Porter, Bradford, P.G.M.; R. I. Companion Thos. Sargant,
Toronto, Grand Recorder; R. I. Companion Thos. McLellan,
Hamilton, Treasurer; R. I. Companion Murdoch McLeod,
Bradford, Capt. of G,; R. I Companion John L. Dixon, To-
ronto, Sentinel; R. I. Companion G. C. Patterson, Toronto,
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Inspector-General Western Division of Ontario ; R. I. Com-
panion Robert Ramsay, Inspector-General Eastern Division
of Ontario; R. I. Companion Edson Kemp, Montreal, Inspec-
tor-General Quebec Igivision.

The M.P. Grand Master then made the following appoint-
ments :

V. I. Companion W. J. Morris, Toronto, Inspector-General
for Manitoba ; V. I. Companion Canon Ramsay, Newmarket,
Grand Chaplain; V. I. Companion Fred. J. Menet, Toronto,
Grand Master of Ceremonies; V. I. Companion H. W. Wood,
Knowlton, Quebec, Grand Conductor; V. I. Companion
George C. Longley, Maitland, Grand Organist; V. I. Com-
panion J. B. Nixon, Toronto ; V. I. Companion B. Barnard,
Bradford, Grand Stewards; R. 1. Companions C. Schomberg
Elliot, Orillia ; D. McLellan, Hamilton, and V. I. Companions
J. W. H. Wilson, Bradford ; W. H. Walkem, Bradford, mem-
bers of the Executive Committee.

In September of 1872 a petition was received from Ex-
cellent Companion Wm. Hay and a number of Companions
residing in the City of Ottawa to Constitute a Council in
that city to be named ““ Gedeliah ” Council, and a dispensa-
tion having been issued V. IlIl. Comp. W. J. Morris, Inspec-
tor-General, directed by the Grand Master, constituted that
Council on the 24th of October, assisted by Illustrious Comn-
panion Joseph Purvis, of Adoniram Council, Toronto. The
Ambitious City at the head of the great lakes had in it
Companions anxious to uphold the standard of the Cryptic
Rite, and with the aid of two well-known names in Masonry,
Companion William Gibson, an earnest worker in the Craft
and Capitular Masonry, Richard Brierly and others, a dis-
pensation was issued to open “ Salem ” Council, so that M. P.
Companion Spry was enabled on the 7th of August, 1873, to
open and duly constitute the Council in Hamilton, assisted
by Right Ill. Companions T. B. Harris and David McLellan.




CHAPTER XXIII

THE THIRD ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GRAND CouNciL oF ONTARIO—
A FRATFERNAL RiCOGNITION FROM THE GRAND CoUNcIL OF NEw
BRUNSWICK.

@i HE Third Annual Assembly convened on the 18th
 of August, 1873, with Most Illustrious Compan-
ion Daniel Spry in the chair. A goodly number

w50y of Companions were present. From Adoniram
Council there were Illustrious Companions W. J. Morris, J. B.
Nixon, Daniel Spry, N. G. Bigelow, T. B. Harris, David Mc-
Lellan and Thomas Sargant. From Zabud Council at Brad-
ford, there were Illustrious Companions J. G. Graham, J. W.
H. Wilson, H. S. Broughton, Gibson Cook, W. H. Porter and
W. H. Walkem. From Salem Council came Illustrious Com-
panions W. Gibson, Richard Brierly and James Thompson.

The Grand Master in his address said that :

¢ While Cryptic Masonry has not made any rapid strides in Ontario
during the past year, I am quite satisfied with its steady progress. We
do not desire to confer these degrees upon any but those who can fully
appreciate the honour bestowed upon them in being admitted among
the ¢ select and happy few’ who, in their search for Masonic knowledge,
have penetrated the secrets of the Ninth Arch. It is our desire to ad-
vance the Cryptic Rite in such a manner as will reflect credit upon all
who are admitted to these degrees ; I am glad to know that our Coun-
cils have kept this very important point steadily in view, and have
guarded well the portals against all unworthy intruders. ”’

The reader will remember that in 1871, when the Grand
Council of Ontario was formed, the Grand Recorder was di-
rected to send an official notification of the organization of
such a body to the Grand Council of New Brunswick. This
was done, and the Grand Master referring to it says:

* Although the proceedings of the Grand Council of New
Brunswick have not officially reached us, we learn from their
published proceedings, which we have received from another
source, that the following resolutions were passed :—

¢ Whereas, the Province of Ontario heretofore holding warrants from
this Grand Council has, with our full approval, established a Grand
Council in that Province, designated the ‘ Grand Council of Royal and
Select Masters of Ontario. ’

182
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¢ And whereas, Article No. 10 of the Constitution of this Grand
Council, page 61, reads as follows, viz : ¢ That this Grand Council shall
have the sole government and superintendence of Councils of Royal
and Select Masters, and appendant Orders within the Province of New
Brunswick.’ It shall also have power to constitute, govern and super-
intend new Councils within the Province of New Brunswick, as well
as any portion of the Dominion of Canada, or other of the British Pro-
vinces, where there is no Grand Council, and grant Charters and dis-
pensations for the same, etc., etc.

¢¢ Whereas, notwithstanding the above provision made by the Grand
Council of the Province of New Brunswick, Dominion of Canada, it
being the ardent desire of Grand Council to grant our Daughter, now
Sister, Grand Council of Ontario, every privilege which the true inter-
ests of our Cryptic Rite seem to suggest ;

¢« Therefore Resolved—That while anxious to work in harmony with
the Grand Council of Ontario, this Grand Council is unable to grant ex-
clusive jurisdiction to the Grand Council of Ontario over Cryptic Masorry
in Quebec—that part of the Dominion being unoccupied Masonic terri-
tory. ”

By reference to the printed proceedings of the Convention,
page 21, it will be observed that the following resolution
was adopted : —

‘¢ That in the event of no objection being made by the Grand Council
of New Brunswick, this Grand Council also claims jurisdiction over the
Province of Quebec. ”

It is therefore apparent that we did not desire to deprive
our Mother Grand Council of any of her rights and privi-
leges, but as there appears to have been some objections to
conceding what was asked, it seems to me only proper that I
should explain that this resolution was not among those ori-
ginally prepared for the organization of Grand Council, bat
was adopted at the earnest request of Royal and Select
Masters from Quebec, present at the Convention, who de-
sired to extend our beautiful Rite with a view of ultimately
forming a Grand Council for that Province, one of whom—
our M. Ill. Companion Col. Moore—has since received the
honorary rank of Past Grrand Master from the Grand Coun-
cil of New Brunswick.

This is made still more manifest by comparing the resolu-
tion already referred to, with Art 2 of our Constitution,
which is as follows:—This Grand Council claims exclusive
Jjurisdiction, and shall have the sole government and Super-
intendence of Councils of Royal and Select Masters and ap-
pendant Orders within the Province of Ontario. The marked
difference between the two quotations will be apparent.
We claim exclusive jurisdiction over Ontario, and concurrent

Jurisdiction over the Province Masonically unoccupied by the
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Cryptic Rite, and such was still the intention of Grand
Council, when at the last Annual Assembly, held on the
13th of August, 1872, it adopted the following resolution :—

¢“ Resolved, That this Grand Council claims jurisdiction over the
Provinces of Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba, etc. ”’

This resolution was passed to enable the Executive to
adopt means for the extension of the Cryptic Rite in Canada,
while the Constitution, which properly defines the limits of
our claims to exclusive jurisdiction, remains unchanged.

It is quile true we have appointed Inspectors-General for
these Provinces ; but in doing so, we are but following the
example of our Mother Grand Council in giving power to
these officers to create and instal R. A. Masons in good repute,
as Select, Royal and Super-Excellent Masters, for the pur-
pose of forming new Councils. We are happy to believe
that the course we then adopted by complying with the re-
quest of our Ill. Companions, has been productive of much

ood, as two Councils have been already established by our
nspector-General for the Province of Quebec.

T am certain, therefore, that Grand Council will be willing
to acknowledge that Quebec is “ unoccupied Masonic terri-
tory, ” and that with this explanation our Sister Grand Coun-
cil of New Brunswick will be willing to unite with us in
saying that “ we, in the Dominion of Canada, who belong to
the Cryptic Rite, are on the most amicable and friendly
terms. ”

Grand Council is aware that Cryptic Masonry, which is
gradually becoming of considerable importance on this con-
tinent, has been introduced into Great Britain, and with the
assistance and under the direction of the Grand Council of
New York, the Grand Council of England has been duly
formed. This is pleasing information to us, and although
no official intimation of the formation of this Grand Body
has reached me, I consider the matter of too much impor-
tance to pass it over in silence, feeling assured that you
will unite with me in heartily wishing the Grand Council of
England every prosperity. Grand Council is also aware
that considerable diversity prevails in the ritual, titles of of-
ficers, and the order of conferring the degrees under the juris-
diction of the several Grand Councils of the United States.
To remedy this great evil, and to secure perfect uniformity,
the Grand Council of Maine, on the 3rd May, 1871, directed
M. I1l. Companion J. H. Drummond to call a Convention
of R. and S. Masters to meet in New York in June, 1872,
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This Convention met on the 12th of June—fourteen Grand
Councils being represented ; elected permanent officers ; ap-
pointed various important committees ; and transacted con-
siderable business of very great benefit to the Cryptic Rite.
The principal matter of importance to us is the following re-
port which was adopted :—

The Committee on Nomenclature recommend the follow-
ing for titles of Grand and Subordinate Bodies of the Cryp-
tic Rite:— .

Most Illustrious Grand Master.
Deputy Grand Master.
Grand Principal Conductor of Work.
Grand Treasurer.

Grand Recorder.

Grand Captain of the Guards.
Grand Conductor of the Council.
Grand Steward.

Grand Sentinel.

They also recommend that meetings of bodies of this Rite
be denominated ¢ Assemblies,” and that the Subordinate
Bodies omit the word “ Grand,” and in place of “ Most, ” for
first officer, use the word “ Thrice. ”

The districts or divisions of the Grand Council were again
changed, by the dividing of the Province, viz: 1st—The
Hamilton Division, to comprise that portion of Ontario ly-
ing between the extreme western boundary and the River
Credit. 2nd—The Toronto Division, to comprise that por-
tion of Ontario lying east of the River Credit and west of
the River Trent. 3rd—The Ottawa Division, to comprise
that portion of Ontario lying éast of the River Trent and
west of the eastern boundary of this Province, and that we
continue to appoint Inspectors-General for Quebec and
Manitoba.

The Committee on Warrants recommended the granting
of warrants to Gedeliah Council, No. 8, at Ottawa, and Sa-
lemn Council, No. 9, at Hamilton.

The first memorial page in the proceedings was in this
year. Comp. Murdoch McLeod passed into the Grand Coun-
cil above and a fitting resolution expressed for the widow
the sympathy of the Companions. The meeting elected its
Grand officers for the ensuing year:

M. I. Companion Daniel Spry, Toronto, M.P. Grand Master.
M. I. Companion T. Douglas Harington, Ottawa, P.M.P.G.M.
M. I.PC&nﬁfanion W.J. B McLeod, Moore, La Prairie, P.M.-
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I. Companion Nelson Gordon Bigelow, Toronto, R.P.D.G.M.

1. Companion Geo. C. Longley, Maitland, R.P.G.M.

I. Companion Fred. J. Menet, Toronto, P.G.M.

I. Companion Thomas Sargant, Toronto, Grand Recorder.

R. I. Companion David McLellan, Hamilton, Grand Treas-
urer.

R. I. Companion James Gordon Graham, Bradford, Grand
Captain of Guard.

R. I. Companion John L. Dixon, Toronto, Grand Sentinel.

R.
R.
R.
R.

INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF DIVISIONS.

R.T. Companion Thos. Bird Harris, Past R.P.D.G.M., Hamil-
ton Division.

R.I. Companion Wm. H. Porter, Bradford, Toronto, Division.

R. I. Companion Wm. Hay, Ottawa, Ottawa Division.

R. 1. Companion Edson Kemp, Montreal, Quebec Division.

The Grand Master then made the following appointments :

V.I. Companion W. J. Morris, Toronto, Inspector-General for
Manitoba.

V. I. Companion W. Gibson, Hamilton, Grand Master of
Ceremonies.

V. I. Companion J. G. A. LeBlanc, Montreal, Grand Conduc-
tor.

V. I. Companion James B. Dixon, Toronto, Organist.

V. I Companion Wm. Kerr, Ottawa ; V. I. Companion Joshua
G. Burns, Toronto, Stewards.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

R. I. Companion C. Schomberg Elliot, Orillia.
R. I. Companion D. McLellan, Hamilton.
R. 1. Companion J. W. H. Wilson, Bradford.
R. I. Companion Richard Brierly, Hamilton.
The following correspondence in connection with the intro-
duction of the Red Cross Degree will be found interesting :—

THE GRAND CouNcIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS OF
ONTARIO,

Office of the Grand Master,
Toronto, Ont., 14th October, 1873.

To the V. Emt. Sir Kt. Fra. W. J. B. McLeop MoORE, 33°,
Grand Prior United Orders of the Temple and Hospital,
Dominion of Canada.

VErY EMINENT SIR KNIGHT AND DEAR SIR:—

The Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of On-
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tario having now been in existence for more than two years,
I beg to request you to kindly extend to us the same privi-
lege as you granted to the Grand Council of New Brunswick,
viz: the liberty to confer the Red Cross Degree in our Sub-
ordinate Councils, as explained in your letter of February
2nd, 1871, to Sir Knight Gardner, of Massachusetts, Grand
Master Grand Encampment of the United States, and that
you will issue such authority as I may publish in our pro-
ceedings.
I beg to remain, Very Eminent Grand Prior,
Yours sincerely and fraternally,
DANIEL SPRY,
M. P. Grand Master.

Office of the Grand Prior of the United Orders of the Temple
and Hospital, of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine,
Rhodes and Malta, Dominion of Canada.

LAPRAIRIE, Province of Quebec, 17th October, 1873.

Most ILL. CoMP. AND DEAR SIR,—I am in receipt of your
communication of the 14th inst., requesting that the same
privilege may be extended to the Grand Council of Royal
and Select Masters of Ontario, as I had granted to the Grand
Council of New Brunswick, viz, that of conferring the
American degree of Red Cross, and beg to assure you that
you are fully authorized to do so; indeed, I intended the
authority granted in 1871, to the New Brunswick Council,
then the only one in the Domnion, should extend to all fu-
ture Grand Councils established in Canada. At the same
time, I wish it clearly to be understood that the preceptors
of Knights Templar Preceptories still retain the power of
communicating the degrees in their Preceptories on Knights
Templar only.

I am dear Sir and M. Ill. Comp.,
Faithfully and fraternally yours,
W. J. B. McL. MOORE, 88°
Grand Cross of the Temple,
Grand Prior Dom. of Canada.

To M. Ill. Comp. DANIEL Spry, 30°, M.P. Grand Master,
Grand Council R. and S. Masters of Ontario.
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On the 23rd of July, 1874, a petition duly signed having
been forwarded to the.Grand Master, “ Enoch ” Council was
ol[:ened at London, Ont. R. Ill. Comp. D. McLellan opened
the Council, assisted by V. Ill. Comp. William Gibson. IlL
Comp. James O’Connor was the first Thrice Illustrious
Master of Enoch Council, Ill. Comp. H. A. Baxter as R. IlL
Master, and I1l. Comp. Joseph Pigot as Illustrious Master.




CHAPTER XX1V.

THE FOURTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GRAND CoUNcIL oF ONTARIO
—THE AcTiON OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA ON THE ME-
MORIAL OF THE GRAND COUNCIL OF ONTARIO ASKING FRATERNAL
RECOGNITION.

@y HE Fourth Annual Assembly was held on the 25th
~p day of August, 1874, in the City of Toronto.
Amongst those present were Illustrious Com-

=5 panions Spry, McLellan, Menet, Bigelow, Sar-
gant, Nixon, Joshua G. Burns, of Toronto, all belonging to
Adoniram Council ; Illustrious Companions J. W. Wilson, H.
S. Broughton, Gibson Cook, W. H. Porter, W. H. Walkem,
and J. G. Graham, of Zabud Council, Bradford ; Illustricus
Companions John Dumbrille and George C. Longley, of
Khurum Council, Maitland; William Gibson, and Richard
Brierly, of Salem Council, Hamilton, and Illustrious Com-
panions James O’Connor, of Enoch Council, London, Ont.
The Grand Master, in his address, was called upon to mourn
the loss of Rt. Illustrious Companion T. B. Harris, a Past
Right Puissant Grand Master, and Inspector-General of the
Hamilton Division, He died on the 18th of August, 1874.
The difference which existed in Craft masonry in the Pro-
vince of Quebec had so crippled the energies and impaired
the usefulness of all grades of Freemasonry, that the Cryptic
Rite had not flourished as well as it might have in that sec-
tion of Canada. The Grand Master referred to the address,
which, at a former meeting of Grand Council, had been pre-
pared for presentation to the Grand Chapter of Canada, ask-
ing for fraternal recognition. He said that :—“ At the An-
nual Convocation of Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons,
(1872), a memorial was presented by your Executive Com-
mittee, asking that Body to extend fraternal recognition to
this Grand Council. With our approval, no action was
taken at that session, and so far as we are concerned, the
subject, has remained in abeyance, and I would not again
have alluded to the subject, had not M. E. Companion S. B.
Harman, in his able address to Grand Chapter, at its Convo-
cation (1873), in a very kind manner brought the subject
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prominently under the notice of that Grand Body. The
Executive Committee, however, in their report, did not con-
sider it “ advisable to extend recognition to any other Orders
than those at present recognized by Grand Chapter.” I am
certain that members of this Grand Council will not desire
to seek recognition from any body that does not wish to ex-
change the usual Masonic courtesies, and, I feel assured,
such action will not interfere in the slightest degree with
those Masonic bodies that are making such rapid progress in
the Dominion. In explanation of the degrees conferred in
our Council I may be permitted to give the following quota-
tion for the information of the uninitiated, from the Report
of the Grand Council of Pennsylvania :—

“The Council degrees are the historical or explanatory
degrees. The Royal Master’s has exclusive reference to the.
three symbolic degrees—more particularly to the Mark
Master's degree. The Super-Excellent Master’s degree is
the connecting link between the M. Ex-Master and R. A.
Degrees, and accounts for those events, Jewish and Masonic,
which took place from the dedication of the first Temple, to
the effort made in rebuilding the second Temple, a period of
470 years; whilst the Select Master’s degree accounts for,
and explains, the discovery made in the R. A. degree.

“ These degrees are as important as many others, and
those who are familiar with our beautiful Ritual will conti-
nue to take a deep interest in the secrets of the Ninth
Arch.” "

The Grand Master referred to the want of uniform work,
titles, etc, and said “The New York Convention having
adopted a uniform ‘work’ I have been made acquainted
with it, and beg to recommend that it be adopted by the
Grand Council. I cannot, however, agree with our Ill. Com-
panions in every respect, and cannot, therefore, at present
recommend any change in regard to the Super-Ex. Master
and Red Cross Degrees.

“ A resolution was adopted, declaring it to be the opinion
of those present that the Degrees of Royal and Select Mas-
ters should be made pre-requisite to the orders of Knight-
hood. It is not advisable that we should take any such
action in this jurisdiction, as, in my opinion, it is better that
the Cryptic Rite should occupy an entirely independent posi-
tion, and that no efforts be made to induce those to take the
degrees, who are not likely to be active workers. Masonry in
all its branches has far too many drones in its busy hive,
and I trust every caution will be exercised in the admission
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of candidates to the Ninth Arch, so that none will be ad-
mitted who desire only to take ‘all the degrees they can
get,’ without any regard to the further obligations and
duties thereby entailed upon them.”

The Committee on the Address, in their report, referred
particularly to the portion which alluded to the Grand
Chapter of Canada, and said :

*Your Committee are desirous of placing before the Grand
Council its opinion respecting recognition. of the various
superior and inferior grades of Masonry by the Grand Coun-
cil, and the reciprocal compliment of a recognition by them.
It is believed the application of this Grand Council to the
Grand Chapter of Canada for recognition, that body having
previously extended recognition to kindred bodies, was more
with a view of conforming to custom than endorsing a prin-
ciple which is, in fact, vicious. It is certainly courteous in
the Grand Chapter to recognize the Grand Priory, or the
Supreme Council of the A. & A. Rite; but while this cour-
tesy is being extended, how little does the Grand Chapter
know whether or not the tenets and traditions of these sys-
tems are not really subversive of the existence of the Royal
Arch degree. And it may fairly be doubted whether the
Grand Chapter ou§ht to lend its countenance to any Rite,
no matter how well recommended, whose teachings and tra-
ditions are withheld from its knowledge—for by doing so,
they perform that too common exercise of ¢ voting blind.’
Moreover, every system should be allowed to stand or fall by
its own intrinsic worth. The growth, without this friendly
commendation, may be slow, but it is sound and enduring.
It is apprehended this Grand Council will not decline the
friendly salutations of her co-workers in the Masonic har-
vest-field, yet it will be well to keep in mind the difference
between a recognition based upon principle and a recogni-
tion prompted by courtesy.

“Your Committee cordially concur with the M.P.G.M. on
the advantages resulting from a uniformity of work in the
various jurisdictions, and also in his views respecting the S.
E.M. and Red Cross degrees being made a pre-requisite to
the Temple. It is apprehended the Templar Orders are the
best judges of the qualifications of candidates for the de-
grees conferred by them. The importance of the Cryptic
Rite might be much magnified in the eyes of a few, were its
degrees made a pre-requisite to the Templar grades—and the
Rite might gain a few members by thus holding the key
which unlocks the secrets cherished in the hearts of valiant
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defenders of Christianity ; but it appears like asking an ex-
traordinary comcession from our ‘cautious’ friends—one in
fact equivalent to the right of existence.”

A notice was given that at the next Annual Assembly the
names of the officers of the Subordinate Councils be changed
s0 as to coincide with the recommendation of the New
York Convention. The election of officers was then pro-
ceeded with, and resulted as follows :—

M. I. Companion Daniel Spry, Most Illustrious Grand Mas-
ter.

R. L. Companion David McLellan, Deputy Grand Master.

R. I. Companion Thomas Sargant, Grand Principal Conductor
of the Work.

M. I. Companion Fred. J. Menet, Grand Treasurer.

R. I. Companion James B. Nixon, Grand Recorder.

R. I. Companion H. S. Broughton, Grand Captain of Guard.

R. I. Companion W. H. Porter, Grand Lecturer.

R. I. Companion John L. Dixon, Grand Sentinel

R. 1. Companion W. Gibson, Inspector-General Hamilton Di-
vision,

R. I. Companion J. W. H. Wilson, Inspector-general Toronto
Division.

R. I. Companion Wm. Kerr, Inspector-General Ottawa Divi-
sion.

R. I. Companion J. G. A. LeBlanc, Inspector-General Quebec
Division.

V. I. Companion James O’Connor, Grand Master of Ceremo-
nies.

V. I. Companion Richard Brierly, Grand Conductor.

V. I. Companion J. G. Burns, Grand Organist.

V. I. Companion G. Cook, W. M. Somerville, Grand Stewards.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

R. I. Companion C. Schomberg Elliot, Orillia.
R. I. Companion Geo. C.' Longley, Maitland.
V. 1. Companion J. G. Burns, Toronto.

V. L Companion Richard Brierly, Hamilton.
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CHAPTER XXV.

THE FIFTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GRAND CoUNCIL OF ONTARIO —
THE CouNciL oF RITES—LREASONS FOR ITS FORMATION.

AN the 15th July, 1875, a special Assembly of
Grand Council was held in the rooms of Enoch
Council, London, for the -consideration of busi-
<@% ness pertaining to the formation of a Grand
Council of Rites, and for conferring of Degrees upon such
Royal Arch Masons as had been balloted for and accepted in
subordinate Councils, but who had not been able to be pre-
sent at the assemblies of such Council to receive the De-
rees.

¢ A Council of Royal Masters having been opened, the M.
Ill. Grand Master requested R. Ill. Companion James B.
Nixon, T. I. M. Adoniram Council, No. 2 Toronto, and V. Il
Companion James O’Connor, T. I. M., of Enoch Council, No.
10 London, to perform the work.

Companions J. K. Kerr, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Canada, A.F. and A.M,, Toronto; Chauncey Bennett, D.
D.G.M., Port Rowan; Jas. H. Benson, D.D.G.M., Seaforth ;
D. McG. Malloch, Grand Registrar of the Grand Lodge of
Canada, Clinton; T. F. Blackwood, Grand Steward of the
Grand Lodge of Canada, Yorkville; A. L. Wilson, Eglington ;
Heury L. Vercoe, Seaforth, were then admitted, and honoured
with the Degree of “ Royal Master.”

. A Council of Select Masters having been opened, the same
Companions were admitted and respectively “chosen as a
Select Master.” The same companions were then regularly
advanced to the degree of Super-Excellent Master, and were
also regularly dubbed Knights of the Red Cross or Babylo-
nish Pass. The M. Ill. G.M. stated that it had been suggest-
ed that a Grand Council of Rites might be formed for the
Dominion of Canada, and as it was a matter of considera-
ble importance, he urged the representatives present to
bring the subject under the notice of the several Councils, so
as to be prepared to give an intelligent vote on the proposed
scheme at the annual assembly of Grand Council, to be held
in Toronto on the 10th of August next.
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On the 10th August, 1875, the Fifth Annual Assembly
convened in the Masonic Hall, Toronto, the Grand Master,
M. Ill. Comp. Daniel Spry, in the chair. From Adoniram
Council there were Il Comps. D. Spry, David McLellan, N.
G. Bigelow, J. B. Nixon, W. J. Morris, J. G. Burns, and S. B.
Harman ; from Zabud Council, at Bradford, there were IlL
Companions Thos. Sargant, J. W. H. Wilson, W. H. Porter,
and Gibson Cook. From Khurum Council, at Maitland,
there were Ill. Companions Geo. C. Longley, Jno. Dumbrille,
Jno. Easton, and A. G. Hervey. Gedeliah Council, at Otta-
wa, was represented by Ill. Companions Wm. Kerr, and W.
M. Somerville. Salem Council, of Hamilton, sent Ill. Com-
panions William Gibson and Hugh A. Mackay. Enoch
Council, of London, was to the fore with Ili. Companion
James O’connor. Cryptic Council, of Peterboro’, had IlL
Companion Jno. O’Donnell, and Nineveh Council, at St.
Thomas, Ill. Companion Robert McKay. Cryptic Council,
at Peterboro’, had been opened by dispensation on the 7th
of May, 1875. The petition was signed by Ill. Companion
C. D. Macdonnell, Past Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of
Canada, James Millar, John O’Donnell, and a number of
Companions from Peterboro’. Nineveh Council was organ-
ized 2nd July, 1875, on an application from Ill. Companion
Robert McKay and a number of companions from St.
Thomas, in the County of Elgin, and was opened for work
on the 18th of July. A number of visitors from different

arts of the jurisdiction were also present. The Grand
gia.ster was exhaustive in his address. He congratulated the
Companions on the advance and progress of the Rite in
Canada. With regard to fraternal recognition as asked for
from Grand Chapter, he said, “ At the Second Annual As-
sembly of Grand Council a petition (see Rep. 1872, p. 21),
was prepared and presented by the Grand Chapter of Can-
ada praying fraternal recognition. With the approval of
the kxecutive Committee, this matter has not been pressed,
as there were many reasons why recognition might, with
much wisdom, be delayed. Among others, it was considered
inadvisable to urge upon the members of the Grand Chapter
the consideration of a subject with which they might not be
familiar, as the Cryptic Rite was but recently introduced in-
to Canada, and it was not then known to what extent the
Craft might give it countenance. The time has now arrived
when we can with more confidence respectfully ask to be
recognized as one of the Orders of Masonry in Canada, en-
titled to be placed in the regular Order of Masonic progres-
gion.”
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In addressing the Companions on the subject, the Grand
Master said: “From the number of our Councils, the cha-
racter and standing of our members, and the ability we have
shown to organize, maintain and direct an independent
Grand Body, I am warranted in recommending Grand Coun-
cil to again ask Grand Chapter to extend to us the usual
courtesies, and acknowledge us as fellow-workers in the
vast field of Masonic knowledge.”

In allusion to those who had passed away, a kindly refe-
rence was made to the death on 16th Jan. 1873, of Col.
Wm. Mercer Wilson, the M. W. Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Canada and the first Grand Master of that body

The Grand Master referred at length to the special Assem-
bly which had been called at Londom, with the object of
forming a Council of Rites. This action was found to be
necessary from the fact that there were so many appendant
orders in Canada that to work each with a separate execu-
tive would entail a large amount of work, a great portion of
which would have to be duplicated by Companions who were
active in Cryptic Masonry. Therefore, a Council of Rites
was proposed so as to cover all the outside degrees, and thus
keep them under control of Grand Council.

Concerning the proposed Grand Council of Rites, the
Grand Master said: “You arc aware that the Masonic and
Military Order of Knights of the Red Cross of Rome and
Constantine was introduced into Canada in 1869 by our es-
teemed M. 11l. Comp. W. J. B. McLeod Moore 33 ©, Grand
Cross of the Temple and Grand Prior for the Dominion of
Canada, who was appointed Chief Intendant-General for this
Dominion. The history of the Order of the Red Cross of
Constantine can justly claim a higher antiquity than any
other order of Knighthood. It had its actual origin from
the circumstance of a vision which the Emperor Constan-
tine saw prior to the ‘decisive victory of the Milvian
Bridge,’ fought October 28th, A.D. 312, at a place called
Saxa Rubra, near Rome. According to the Christian writer,
Eusebius, Constantine saw the appearance of a flaming cross
in the sky at noon-day with the motto, ¢ In hoc signo vinces,’
(In this sign shalt thou conquer.) The Emperor communi-
cated this vision to the learned Eusebius, and, as our tradi-
tional history states, afterwards instituted the Order of the
Red Cross as a memorial of the Divine miracle which effected
his conversion to the Christian faith, and as a reward for
the valour of his soldiers. The Order teaches Faith, Unity
and Zeal ; it inculcates the Christian virtues and urges us to
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carry out, in our daily lives, the Divine principles of Chari-
ty and Truth, based on that high and holy law, which will
secure to every true and faithful follower of the Lamb a
holy rest upon the bosom of Infinite Love. The degrees
pertaining to this Order are couferred in assemblies called
Conclaves, and are—Knight of Rome and the Red Cross of
Constantine, Knight of the Holy Sepulchre, Novice and
Knight of St. John the Evangelist, Knight of the Christian
Mark-and Knight of the Holy Sepulchre. The two latter
degrees are conferred under the designation of a Sanctuary,
all of these degrees being confined to those who have at-
tained to the rank of a Royal Arch Mason. The same M.
Ill. Companion introduced into Canada the Ancient Order
of Royal Ark Mariners, and a Grand Lodge of this body has
been formed for the Dominion of Canada. The creation of
so many Grand bodies has created some confusion, and it
has appeared to many of the leading members of the Craft
that some means might be devised whereby the degrees con-
ferred in Councils, Conclaves and Lodges of Royal Ark
Mariners, might, with much benefit to Masonry, be placed
under one Grand body, to be called the Grand Council of
Rites for the Dominion of Cuanada, or, should you prefer to
curtail your jurisdiction, for the Province of Ontario only.
Our M. I1l. Companion McLeod Moore, as head of the two
Orders I have named, highly approves of this scheme, and
has called a convention of the Conclaves of the Red Cross
of Rome and Constantine, to meet in this city this evening,
when this matter will be submitted for their consideration
and decision. The Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners
has also been summoned to meet at the same time, when the
brethren composing that Order will be asked to co-operate
in organizing the Grand Council of Rites as proposed. I
cannot too strongly recommend Grand Council to give its
approval to the arrangement suggested, thereby dispensing
with so many Grand bodies, which at present demand too
great a sacrifice of the valuable time of the members of the
Craft. Should the Grand Council of Rites be formed as
proposed, the Grand bodies of Canada then will be: Grand
Lodges, Grand Chapters, Grand Council of Rites, Grand
Priory, Supreme Council of the 83rd Degree A. and A. Rite
—quite sufficient governing power to control and direet the
whole of Masonry, and to meet all the requirements of the
Craft. ”

The Committee on the Grand Master's Address commend-
ed the views of the Grand Master, and said :—
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*‘ Your Committee notice with satisfaction the observations of the
M.LI.G.M. on the proposed Council of Rites, and believing as we do
that the existencé of so many Grand bodies not only leads to a great
deal of confusion, but also the waste of much valuable time, we think
that if the proposed scheme can be carried out, of bringing under one
Grand Body the Orders of Red Cruss of Rome and Constantine, Royal
Ark Mariners and our own Grand Council, much good would accrue to
Masonry in general, and to this special department in particular. ”

The titles of the officers of Subordinate Councils were
changed so as to correspond with the recommendation of the
New York Convention, as given in a previous chapter. The
election of Grand Officers resulted as follows :—

M. I. Companion Daniel Spry, Most Illustrious Grand Mas-
ter.

R. I. Companion David McLellan, Deputy Grand Master.

R. I. Companion 8. B. Harman, Grand Principal Conductor
of the Work.

R. I Companion Hugh A. Mackay, Grand Treasurer.

. Companion James B. Nixon, Grand Recorder.

. Companion W. M. Somerville, Grand Captain’of Guard.

. Companion Gibson Cook, Grand Lecturer.

. Companion John L. Dixon, Grand Sentinel.

3
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INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF DIVISIONS.

. I. Companion James O’Connor, London*Division.
. I. Companion Wm. Gibson, Hamilton Division.
. I. Companion W. H. Walkem, Toronto Division.
I. Companion G. C. Longley, Ottawa Division.
R. I. Compaion I. H. Stearns, Quebec Division.
The Grand Master then appointed and invested the fol-
lowing —
V. I. Companion J. G. Burns, Grand Master of Ceremonies.
V. 1. Companion Robert McKay, Grand Conductor.
V. L. Companion John Dumbrille, Grand Organist.

GRAND STEWARDS.

V. I. Companions Wm. Brydon, Geo. Watson, James Thomp-
son, H. A. Baxter, D. Campbell, and John O*Donnell.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

1. Companion Thomas Sargant, Toronto.
. I. Companion Fred. J. Menet, Toronto.

Companion C. D. Macdonald, Peterboro’.
I. Companion Wm. Kerr, Ottawa.

v
M
I
R.
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The Divisions or Districts of Grand Council were again
changed under the following rule : —

¢¢ That the Divisions of this Grand Council shall correspond in ex-
tent to the present Districts of the Grand Chapter ; and when a Divi-
sion has two or more Councils, it shall be entitled to an Inspector-Gen-
eral ; and until such time as a Division has the necessary Councils to
entitle it to such offer, it shall be under the government of the nearest
Inspector-General.”

The proposition to form a Grand Council of Rites was
adopted by the following resolution :—

¢ That this Grand Council approves of the formation of a Grand
Council of Rites for the Dominion of Canada, composed of the Grand
Council of R. and S. Masters, the Grand Conclave of Rome and Con-
stantine, and the Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners, and hereby
authorizes and instructs the M. Ill. the Grand Master to take all ne-
cﬁuary steps, in connection with the other bodies interested, to perfect
the same.”

The National work of the New York and New Orleans
Conventions, with the additions of the Degrees of Super-

Excellent Master and Red Cross of Babylon, was adopted as
the work of Grand Council.




CHAPTER XXVI.

THE ProGgRESS OF THE RITE—THE ProPosaL To Maxe THE CRYPTIC

DEGREES A PRE-REQUISITE TO KNIGHTHOOD—THE RED CrOSS DE-
GREE.

HE Sixth Annual Assembly met on the 29th of
August, 1876, in the Council Chamber of Ado-
niram Council, Toronto, and was but fairly at-
tended by representatives outside of the city.
Adoniram Council was represented by R. Ill. Companions

Geo. Watson, Wm. Brydon, John Ross Robertson, Joshua G.

Burns, J. B. Nixon, M. I. Companions Daniel Spry, F. J.

Menet, N. Bigelow, and Thos. Sargant; Zabud Council, at.

Bradford, by Ill. Companions H. S. Broughton and Gibson

Cook ; Enoch Council, London, by Ill. Companion James

O’Connor, and Nineveh Council, St Thomas, by Ill. Com-

panion Robert McKay. The Chair was occupied by Most

Illustrious Companion Spry. In his address he spoke of the

condition of Cryptic Masonry in the jurisdiction. He said :

“In rendering you an account of my official conduct during the past
year, it affords me much gratification to be enabled to state that the
Cryptic Rite continues steadily to advance, extending itself to all parts
of the Dominion, and has even winged its flight to our prairie province,
Manitoba. The Subordinate Councils are generally well conducted,
and the returns, which will be laid before you, will show the steady
progress which is being made. You are quite aware that I have always
urged upon the attention of Grand Council the desirability of being
extremely cautious in the admission of members to our Councils, urging
upon the officers of these subordinate bodies, who are in the habit of
assembling with us, the necessity of selecting with great care from
among those who ask to be admitted to the secrets of the Ninth Arch,
those who possess the necessary intelligence to enable them to become
earnest and faithful workers in our Order. In many Councils I find
that these teachings have not been without effect, and that the result
of such caution has been to admit only those who have attained some
position in the other grades of Masonry. Adhering to the same ad-
vice, I have not countenanced the opening of Councils in localities
where I considered there did not exist a field sufficiently wide to jus-
tify me in the granting of dispensations. The multiplications of Coun-
cils will bring no strength to Grand Councils, nor aid in the proper
extension of an Order that possesses 80 many charms, unless the Com-
panions selected to preside over them are possessed of ability of the
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highest order to enable them to thoroughly and intelligently under-
stand and impart the work, ”

" Two new Councils had been added to the number during
the year—one at Winnipeg and another at Perth. The
former, Cyrus Council, was opened by dispensation granted
on the 28th of September, 1675, to Ill. Comp. Rev. a’i]]iam
Clarkson Clarke, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ma-
nitoba ; William Nassau Kennedy, Grand Treasurer (the
late Col. Kennedy of the Canadian Nile contingent of 1884),
and John H. Bell, Grand Secretary. The Council at Perth,
known as Morris Council, was opened on the 3rd of April,
1876, by a dispensation granted on the 14th of March, to R.
I1l. Comp. W. J. Morris, and recommended by R. Ill. Comp.
George C. Longley, Inspector-General of the Ottawa Divi-
sion. M. Ill. Comp. Spry, in continuing his address had some-
thing to say about the Cryptic Rite and the action of the
New York Convention, which declared that the degrees
should be made a pre-requisite to Knighthood. He referred
to the subject in the following terms: '

¢ In my address to Grand Council at the Annual Assembly held in
1874, 1 referred to a resolution that had been adopted by the New
York Convention, declaring it to be the opinion of those present that
the degrees of Royal and Select Master should be a pre-requisite to the
orders of Kunighthood, and I then gave expression to the opinion that
it was not then ‘advisable that we should take such action in this
jurisdiction,’ as I was of opinion ¢that the Cryptic Rite should occu-
Py an entirely independent position.’ While I still think that we
should not forget the dignity due to ourselves as an important Grand
body by humbly soliciting rights and privileges from those who are un-
willing to concede them, I have no hesitation in now directing your
attention to the consideration of a subject of such vast importance to
Cryptic Masonry in Canada, so that at a future Assembly you may be
prepared to take some decided action thereon, and after it has been
fully discussed in all its bearings in the Subordinate Councils, and you
have given it that considerate attention which its great importance de-
mands, you may perhaps be prepared to ask the newly created Great
Priory of the Order of Knights Templars of Canada to concede this
great point to us by inserting a clause in its Constitution requiring all
candidates for the orders of Knighthood to have taken the degrees of
Royal and Select Master. The Masonic family of Canada is of too
great importance and is too closely allied for our older and stronger
bodies to treat us with neglect and apparent indifference without ulti-
mately bringing discredit on themselves. Masonry is a vast system,
and all the grades are so closely interwoven that whatever has a ten-
dency to elevate and advance one branch must naturally assist in the
progress of all the others. It is therefore our duty as earnest and zeal-
ous workers in the Ninth Arch, as firm advocates of a perfect system
in Masonry that cannot be completed without the degrees conferred in
the Council of Royal and Select Masters forming an important link,
and as honest admirers of the important and useful lessons taught in
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these degrees, to use our utmost exertions to have them P‘.wed in their
proper order in the regular line of Masonic progression.”

He also brought to the notice of the Companions the posi-
tion occupied by Grand Council regarding the degree of the
Red Cross of Babylon.

¢¢ T have also to bring under your notice the position now occupied
by Grand Council regarding the Degree of Red Cross of Babylon.
You are aware that it is regularly conferred in our Councils as a por-
tion of our system, and that ¢ Preceptors of Knights Templars Precep-
tories have the power of communicating the degree in their Preceptories
on Knights Templars only.” The Convent General of the Order of the
Temple does not consider this degree has any connection with the Tem-
plar Order, and in order that Canadian Templars might bs in posses-
sion of the degree a treaty stipulation was entered into some years ago
by R. E. Sir Knight W. B. Hubbard, the then Grand Master of the
Grand Encampment of the United States, and the V. H. and E. Sir
Knight Colonel W. J. B, McLeod Moore, as the head of the Templar
Orderin Canada, by the terms of which, authority was given to E.
Commanders of the Encampment in Canada to communicate the Order
of Red Cross according to the American system or Rite, to enable Can-
adian Knights to visit the United States Commanderies. On the for-
mation of the Grand Council of New Brunswick in 1871 the Grand
Prior of Canada ¢ approved of the degree being adopted by that Grand
Council’ as one of the degrees to be conferred in Councils of Royal and
Select Masters, in order that it might, be placed ‘ on a legitimate foot-
ing with other Canadian degrees,’ and on making it known to the
Grand Encampment of the United States that he had done sv, the sub-
ject was referred to by the special Committee on ¢ Foreign Aflairs ’ at
Baltimore Session, held in 18?1, who reported that they ‘ recognize the
Knights of the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross made in Canada,
under such authority as may be duly recognized there.’ On the forma-
tion of Grand Council in the same year we gave Subordinate Councils
full authority to confer the degree without obtaining any authority
from the Grand Priory, as we were of opinion that we were justified in
doing 80, as our Warrants were obtained from New Brunswick. Sub-
sequently, on my atlention being directed to this omission, [ addressed
the Grand Priory officially, and in October; 1873, obtained his hearty
approval of our proceedings (for full correspondence see page 22, p. p.,
1873), the degree by this action having been placed under the control
of ‘an authorized body.’ I think we are now justified in asking the
Great Priory of Canada to withdraw the authority given Preceptors to
communicate the degrees on Knights Templars, and I strongly recom-
mend Grand Council to enter into correspondence with the Great
Priory with the view of securing this object.”

And with regard to the formation of a Grand Council of
Rite for the Dominion he said:

“ At the last Annual Assembly 1 was authorized and instructed * to
take all necessary steps, in connection with the other bodies interest-
ed, ’ to form a Grand Council of Rites for the Dominion of Canada. I
have, however, to report that although the Grand Imperial C)uncil of
Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine, and the Grand Royal Ark
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Lodge both adopted resolutions in approval of the proposed organiza-
tion, for various reasons, and after consulting with several members of
Grand Council I did not feel that I would have been justified in com-
plying with the terms of the resolution, and I therefore assumed the
very great responsibility of disobeying your direct instructions, but
trust my course will meet with your approval when I inform you that
there was some danger of the Grand Councils of the United States, not
understanding our action, refusing to recognize the proposed change,
and the probability of some of them withdrawing their recognition. I
therefore decided to take no further action until the present session,
and if you are still of opinion that it is desirable to form the Grand
Council of Rites, a circular letter mi~ht be prepared and addressed to
the Grand Counncils with whom we are in fraternal correspondence, ex-
plaining the propused change, and inviting their consideration and ap-
proval, and the continuance to the new body of the recognition that
had been accorded to Grand Council. Personally, I am clearly of the
same opinion as 1 was last year when I said that ¢ Grand Lodges, Grand
Chapters, Grand Council of Rites, Great Priory, and the Supreme
Council of the 33rd Degree would be quite sufficient governing power
to control and direct the whole of Masonry, and meet all the require-
ment of the Craft’ in Canada.”

About this time an illegal Masonic Body in Craft Mason-
ry had been formed in Canada. The organization was
known as the Grand Lodge of Ontario. The Grand Master
of the Grand Council, in concluding his fifth address, drew
the attention of the Companions to the formation of this
clandestine body. He said that

‘¢ Grand Council is aware that an organization has been formed in
London ander the name of Grand Lodge of Ontario. Soon after the
formation of this illegal and clandestine body in usurpation of the ter-
ritory already Masonically occupied by the Grand Lodge of Canada, I
was ask to decide if Th. 11]. Masters of Councils were to continue to ad-
mit such of their members as had assisted in the formation of the so-
called Grand Lodge. My decision was that as these Companions had
violated their obligations withont any justification Th. Ill. Masters
were not to admit them under any circumstance whatever. And as
those who took part in the formation of this Body have not the shadow
of an excuse to offer in extenuation of their unwarranted and unjusti-
fiable rebellion, I have no hesitation in recommending Grand Council
to expel from all rights and privileges of Cryptic Masonry all those
against whom proofs may be brought forward to show that they took
part in the movement.”

The Committee who reported on the address said :

‘“The Committee have carefully considered the remarks of the M.
fll. G. M, respecting the desirability of making the degrees of the
Cryptic Rite a pre-requisite of the orders of Knighthood, and while
we believe that this desirable object would in a great degree tend to
unite and strengthen the Masonic system by having a regular order of
progression in this Dominion, we think the time has not yet arrived
when we should take any decisive action upon this point ; but entirely
agree with the M. Ill. G. M. in recommending the matter to the care-
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ful consideration of the Companions in the Subordinate Councils dur-
ing the coming year.”

And they coincided with the M. Ill the Grand Master in
his remarks regarding the Red Cross.

¢ Your Commiittee fully coincide with the M. Ill. G. M, in his ob-
servationsrelating to the degree of Red Cross of Babylon, and we be-
lieve that in carrying out his recommendation we will only be asking
the Great Priory of Canada to refrain from encroaching on our own
prerogatives.”

Alluding to the paragraph in the address concerning the
Grand Council -of Rites the Committee also said :

¢ Your Committee, while believing if the Grand Council of Rites
<could have been properly organized and worked it would have been to
the advantage of Masonry in Canada, cannot hut admit with the M.
I1l. G. M. that the obstac es in the way were so great that the course
which had been adopted by the various bodies is the only one that
could have been adopted under the circumstances, and believe that by
the three bodies meeting together at the same time and place, the same
object wi’ll be effected as by an amalgamation of the three bodies in-
terested.”

And concerning the Grand Lodge of Ontario the Commit-
tee agreed with the Grand Master and said :

¢ The Committee entirely coincide with the M. Ill. G. M. in his de-
cision with respect to any of the members of our Subordinate Coun-
cils who have so far forgotten what is due to their obligations as Ma-
sons as to join in the clandestine and rebellious movement known by
the name of the Grand Lodge of Ontario. It is not at all probable
that members who violate obligations in the most unscrupulous man-
ner in one body of Masonry would have any more regard for them in
another ; we therefore quite agree with the M. Ill. G. M. in recom-
mending Grand Council to embrace the first possible opportunity of
purging our ranks of such unworthy members.”

The election of Grand Officers this year resulted in a
change in the Grand Mastership. Ill. Comp. Spry declined
the honour of re-election, and said it was with some regret
that he had resolved, after five years of office, to ask the
Companions to select a successor to preside over their deli-
berations. The Companions chosen were as follows :

The election of Grand Officers for the ensuing year was
then proceeded with, and the following officers were duly
elected, and subsequently installed with the appointed of-
ficers :

M. I. Companion Fred. J. Menet, Most Illustrious Grand
Master. )
R. I. Companion S. B. Harman, Deputy Grand Master.
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R. 1. Companion J. O'Connor, Grand Principal Conductor of
the Work.

R. I. Companion H. 8. Broughton, Grand Treasurer.

M. I. Companion James B. Nixon, Grand Recorder.

R. 1. Companion Gibson Cook, Grand Captain of Guard.

R. I. Companion George Watson, Grand Lecturer.

I. Companion F. J. Hood, Grand Sentinel.

INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF DIVISIONS.

Companion Robert McKay, London Division.
Companion Wm. Gibson, Hamilton Division.
Companion Joshua G. Burns, Toronto Division.
Companion G. C. Longley, Ottawa Division.
Companion Edson Kemp, Quebee¢ Division.
R. I. Companion Archibald McKee, Manitoba Division.

The Grand Master then appointed and invested the fol-
lowing :
V. I. Companion H. L. Kifner, Grand Master of Ceremo-

nies.

V. I. Companion B. Barnard, Grand Conductor.
V. I. Companion William Brydon, Grand Organist.
V. I. Companions J. Corlis, W. R. Browne, Thomas Dewson,
James Jardine, John Ross Robertson, and E. G. Conk-
lin, Grand Stewards.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

R. I. Companion C. D. Macdonnell, Peterboro’; M. I. Com-
panion Daniel Spry, Toronto; R. I. Companion David
McLellan, Hamilton ; R. I. Companion Wm. Kerr, Otta-

wa.




CHAPTER XXVII.

THE NoTEDp Mississiprr PLAN—THE REPORT ON THE SUBJECT BY THE
COMMITTEE OF THAT STATE—THE ACTION OF THE GRAND COUNCIL
OF ONTARIO THEREON.

minHE Grand Council held its Seventh Annual As-
~ sembly in the Masonic Hall at London, on the
8th day of August, 1877. Most Illustrious Com-
panion F. J. Menet in the East. From Adoniram
Council there were present, Illustrious Companions Daniel
Spry, David McLellan, James B. Nixon, George Watson and
J. Ross Robertson. Zabud Council was represented by Ill.
Comp. Geo. Watson, as proxy. Salem Council sent IlL
Comp. H. A. Mackay and William Gibson. Enoch Council,
at London, sent I1l. Comp. James O’Connor, W. R. Browne,
Isaac Waterman and H. A. Baxter. Nineveh Council, of St,
Thomas, had Ill. Comp. Fobert Mackay, J. Corlis and E. W.
Porter. Morris Council, at Perth, was represented by W. M.
Somerville. Quite a number of visitors were also present.
The Grand Master in his address said that

“ The occasion of these annual reunions of those for whom Masonry
in all its varied, useful and time-honoured branches has a peculiar and
unfeigned pleasure, conduces not only to the opportunity thus afford-
ed of actively engaging in the performance of such duties as will tend
to the proper consolidation and organization of our Order, but also to
the cultivation of those social feelings, and an increased knowledge of
each other which cannot but draw us nearer in the bonds of that com-
mon brotherhood, Mankind, fashioned in the image of Him who, hav-
ing created all things, commands their mutual love and duty, as well
as their love and obedience to Himaself.

¢ The unceasing march of time, which in its rapid flight frequently
recalls to our remembrance the uncertainty of our feeble existence by
the removal of some of those with whom we have been pleased to as-
semble, has during the past year, left no such saddening memories in
our minds, for, thanks to the merciful dispensation of a kind and lov-
ing Father, we are not on this occasion called upon to mourn the
death of any of our numbers. ”

An Act which had particular interest for all Royal and
Select Masters, during 1877, was that of the Grand Council
of Mississippi, which in the month of February had handed
over to the care and control of the Grand Royal Arch

205 .
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Chapter of that State the degrees formerly conferred under
the Grand Council. The proposal to merge the Councils in-
to chapters was brought to the notice of the Cryptic Masons
of America by a circular containing resolutions adopted by
a Joint Committee of the Grand Council of Royal and Se-
lect Masters and the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masonry
of the State of Mississippi, and submitted and adopted at
the Annual Convocation and Assembly of these bodies, held
at Vicksburg, on the 5th of February, 1877. The proposi-
{,ion is known as “The Mississippi Plan,” and was as fol-
ows :

To all Royal Arch Masons and Royal and Select Masters in the State of
Mississippi -

The following report of a Joint Committee of the Most Excellent
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons and the Most Puissant Grand
Council of Royal and Select Master Masons, adopted by these Grand
Bodies at their recent Convocation and Assembly in the City of Vicks-
burg, February 6th and 6th, 1877, is communicated for the informa-
tion and government of the several subordinate Chapters and Councils
in the State of Mississippi :

To the M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter, and the M. P. Grand Council
of Royal and Select Masters, of the State of Mississippi :

The undersigned, a Committee of the Most Excellent Grand Chapter
of Royal Arch Masons in the State of Mississippi, and a Committee of
the Lfost Puissant Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters in the
State of Mississippi, appointed by these Grand Bodies respectively, to
present an arrangement by which the degrees of the Grand Council are
to be transferred to the Grand Chapter, beg leave to report that the
degrees of Royal Master and Select Master be and the same are hereby
transferred to the Grand Chapter, and shall hereafter be conferred as
follows :

1. Each Royal Arch Chapter shall hereafter open within its bosom,
under its charter as a Chapter of Royal Arch Musons, a Council of
Royal and Select Masters, and confer the degrees of Royal Master and
Select Master ; the officers of the Chapter, corresponding in rank to
those of the Council, to be the officers of the Council.

2. All Royal Arch Masons who have received the degrees of Royal
Master and Select Master shall be entitled to have the same conferred,
or communicated, on their request and without charge, but candidates
who shall hereafter receive the Royal Arch Dagree shall immediately
thereafter, and in connection with the Royal Arch Degree, receive the
degrees of the Royal Master and Select Master, without additional
charge.

3. gAll present and past Grand Officers of the Grand Council, and all
present and Thrice 1llustrious Masters of Subordinate Councils, shall
be entitled to participate in all the proceedings of the Grand Chapter,
but without vote therein, until the Constitution can be 8o amended as
to permit them to vote as other Past Grand Officers and members of
the Grand Chapter.

4. The General Grand Chapter of the United States is most earnestly
but respectfully petitioned to permit the degrees of Royal Master and
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Select Master to be conferred as a part of the Royal Arch Degree, the
former before the Royal Arch, and the latter after.

6. The Officers of the Grand Council shall be elected, in order to pre-
serve the organization, pending the approval of the action, by the Gen-
eral Chapter of the United States.

Fraternally submitted,
J. M. Howry, FREDERICK SPEED,
H. W. WaLTER, R. P. BoweN,
E. Geo. DELap, JorN A. Dicks.
For the Grand Council. For the Grand Chapter.

By this action :

1. All councils of Royal and Select Masters cease to
exist.

2. The degrees of “Royal Master” and “Select Master ”
will hereafter be conferred, or communicated, in the several
Royal Arch Chapters and upon Royal Arch Masons only,
and as follows: The Chapter being opened in the Royal Arch
Degree, a Council of Royal and Select Masters will then be
opened in these degrees, respectively. After completing its
work, the Council will be closed, with all due forms and cere-
monies, and the business of the Chapter resumed, or closed
as occasion may require, in the Royal Arch Degree.

3. Royal Arch Masons who have not received the degrees
of Royal and Select Master may have them conferred, or
communicated, without fee, in open Council. But in all
cases the Chapter must be regularly convened and a Council
formally opened.

4. Companions hereafter receiving the Royal Arch De-
gree, will be advanced to the Royal Master’s, and afterwards
to the Select Master’s Degree—the Chapter being first opened,
and then the Council, as before directed. .

5. In Chapters, where there are not a sufficient number of
Royal and Select Masters, and when a sufficient number can-
not conveniently be assembled from neighbouring Chapters,
to complete the Council, the degrees of Royal Master and
Select Master may be communicated, by any competent Com-

ion, to a suflicient number of the Companions of the
oyal Arch, to open a Council, preferably to the officers of
the Chapter, if there be any such who have not received
these degrees. The intention being to communicate the de-
grees only in cases of absolute necessity, it being expected
that the officers of each Chapter will, at the earliest practi-
cable date, qualify themselves to work the Council Degrees,
the same as the degrees of the Chapter are required to be
worked ; and after they so qualified themselves, in no case
will the Council Degrees be communicated.
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6. It is recommended that the T.I.M. of each Council cause
its members to assemble at the earliest convenient day, and
provide for the disposition of its property and effects, by
transferring the same to the chapter within whose jurisdic-
tion the Council has hitherto heen held, and where a pre-
ponderance of its members hold their membership. In cases
where the membership is divided between two or more
Chapters, it is suggested that the property be divided be-
tween them or donated to the Chapter having the least abil-
ity to provide itself with the necessary paraphernalia of the
Council Degrees. In cases where Councils are in debt, the
assets should be sold to some Chapter, and proceeds applied
to settlement of outstanding obligations. It is particularly
to be hoped that the cause of Masonry will not be disgraced
by the neglect or failure of any Council to provide for the

ayment of its debts. A small contribution from its mem-
gers will generally suffice to enable the poorest Councils to
dissolve honourably, and without leaving a stain upon the
Masonic name and character. The surplus funds of Councils
may be disposed of at their pleasure, but dues to the “ Grand
Council ” must in all cases be paid, when the Councils have
the ability to do so.

7. The Charters of Subordinate Councils will be returned
to the Grand Recorder. And it is recommended that the
records and seals of each Council be deposited with that
officer for preservation.

8. Presiding officers of Councils will in all cases report
their action to the Grand Recorder.

9. A copy of this Edict will be duly certified to each Chap-
ter by the Grand Secretary, and the same will be its suffi-
cient warrant as a Council of Royal and Select Masters, until
the Grand Chapter shall otherwise provide.

In Testimony Whereof, we have hereunto set our hands
and caused the Seals of the Most Excellent Grand Chapter
and the Most Puissant Grand Council to be affixed this 24th
day of February, 1877.

H. W. WALTER, '
Grand High Priest.
W. G. PAXTON,
Attest s Grand Master.
J. L. POWERS,
@rand Secretary and Grand Recorder.

The proposal did not meet with approval in Canada, and
the Grand Master in his remarks voiced the general opinion
of Cryptic Masons when he said :
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¢TIt is much to be regretted that this action has been necessitated by
the apparent languishing condition of both those bodies, as the degrees
of both orders, though having an historical connection with each other,
are in all other jurisdictions governed by independent bodies, and it is
doubtful, even if—for that reason only, it will be found advantageous
to have them united under one governing body.”

The Committee on the Address held very decided views
and said:

‘¢ Your Committee heartily concur with the M. Ill. G. M. in his re-
marks regarding the changes which have taken place in the Mississippi
jurisdiction, and feeling, as we do, that the importance of the Cryptic
Rite is such that it should be entirely separate and distinct from other
branches of Masonry, we cannot but feel deep regret that our Com-
panions of Mississippi should have found it necessary to give up their
existence as a Sovereign Grand Body.”

All of which is respectfully submitted,
DANIEL SPRY,
Chairman.

The reports on the Condition of Cryptic Masonry this year
show that there was a slight lack of interest in the Rite and
a complaint that the Inspectors of Division had not been as
faithful and zealous in the discharge of their duties as they
should have been. Prior to this year those who had to sit
and vote in Grand Council had, in case of absence, the right
to send proxies. This year the constitution was amended
regarding the proxies to be granted. By the change each
Council had three votes, represented by its first three officers,
and if no representative was present each might appoint a
proxy, but no personal proxies were to be allowed, and each
Thrice Illustrious Master, Deputy Master and Principal Con-
ductor of the Work was entitled to a seat in Grand Council
and one vote. The election this year resulted in the follow-
ing being elected :

M. I. Companion David McLellan, Most Illustrious Grand
Master.

R. I. Companion James O’Connor, Deputy Grand Master.

R. I. Companion George C. Longley, Grand Principal Con-
ductor of the Work.

R. I. Companion E. W. Porter, Grand Treasurer.

R. I. Companion James B. Nixon, Grand Recorder.

R. I. Companion John Ross Robertson, Grand Captain of
Guard.

R. I Companion J. F. Kennedy, Grand Lecturer.

Companion J. L. Dixon, Grand Sentinel.

N
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INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF DIVISIONS,

. I. Companion J. Corlis, M.D., London Division.
. I. Companion Wm. Gibson, Hamilton Division.
. I. Companion George Watson, Toronto Division.
1. Companion John O’Donnel, Ontario Division.
. I. Companion W. M. Somerville, Ottawa Division.
I. Companion 1. H. Stearns, Quebec Division.
. I. Companion Archibald McNee, Manitoba Division.
At a subsequent date the M. Ill. Grand Master was pleased
to make the following appointments :
V. I Companion Geo. C. Patterson, Grand Master of Cere-
monies.
V. I. Companion John Dickson, Grand Conductor.
V. I. Companion D. Collins, Grand Organist.
V. I. Companions E. B. Butterworth, T. H. Tracy, A. F. Huff-
man, Frank Morrison, John Hart, and John MecKee,
Stewards.
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CHAPTER XXVIIL

A NatioNaL CrYPTIC CONVENTION AT BUFFALO—THE PROGRESS OF
THE RITE IN THE DOMINION.

N the year 1878 the Grand Council assembled on

the 15th day of August in the ambitious city of

Hamilton, in its Eighth Annual Meeting, with

¥ Most Illustrious Companion Daniel McLellan,

the Grand Master, presiding. The meeting was fairly at-
tended, amongst those present being Illustrious Companions
Daniel Spry, J. G. Burns, J. Ross Robertson, J. McKee, Geo.
Watson, F. J.Menet and James B. Nixon,from Adoniram Coun-
cil, Toronto; James Johnston, Wm. Gibson, H. A. Mackay,
from Salem Council, Hamilton; Robert McKay and E. W.
Porter from Nineveh Council, St. Thomas, Ontario ; H. A.
Baxter, James O’Connor and Rev. St. George Caulfield, of
Enoch Council, London, etc., ete. The presiding officer, in
an earnest and carefully worded address, welcomed Grand
Council, and trusted that the re-union would be pleasant
and profitable. He referred to the fact that the Grand
Council of Illinois had dropped the Super-excellent Degree,
and that as a number of é)ompa,nions in that jurisdiction
were anxious to obtain the degree, he had issued a dispen-
sation to the Grand Master of Illinois, empowering him to
confer the Super-Excellent Degree. The address called at-
tention to the National convention of Royal and Select
Masters for the United States of America, held in the city
of Buffalo in August, 1877, at which M. Ill. Companion
Daniel Spry and M. Ill. Companion J. Ross Robertson, of
Toronto, were present as Delegates from the Grand Council
of Canada. M. Ill. Companion McLellan concluded with
an allusion to the “ Mississippi ” plan, and the circulars from
the Royal and Select Masters of that State, which recom-
mended the merging of their Councils into the Royal Arch
Chapters. The reports from the various divisions showed
that the work of Cryptic Masonry was moderately success-
ful. The finances were in a healthy condition, and the in-
terest taken in the Rite indicated progress in the future,
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The following were elected to hold office for the current
ear:

%’![. 1. Companion David McLellan, Hamilton, Most Illustrious
Grand Master.

R. I. Companion, Joshua George Burns, Toronto, Deputy
Grand Master.

R. I Companion Hu%h A, Mackay, Hamilton, Grand Prinei-
pal Conductor of the work.

M. I. Companion Fred J. Menet, Toronto, Grand Treasurer.

R. I. Companion James B. Nixon, Toronto, Grand Recorder.

R. I. Companion John McKee, Toronto, Grand Captain of

' the Guard.

R. I. Companion Wm. Gibson, Hamilton, Grand Lecturer.

INSPECTORS-GENERAL.

R. I. Companion E. W. Porter, St. Thomas, London District.

R. I. Companion R. Brierly, Hamilton, Hamilton District.

R. I. Companion J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, Toronto Dis-
trict.

R. I. Companion D. D. Macdonnell, Peterboro’, Ontario

~ District.

R. I. Companion T. P. Stiff, Ottawa, Ottawa District.

R. I. Companion I. H. Stearns, Montreal, Quebec District.

R. I. Companion Arch. McNee, Winnipeg, Manitoba District.

The following Illustrious Companions were duly ap-
pointed by the Grand Master : :

V. I. Companion G. C. Patterson, Toronto, Grand Master of
Ceremonies.

V. L. Companion James Johnson, Hamilton, Grand Conductor.

V. I. Companion D. Collins, Maitland, Grand Organist.

V. I. Companions H. A. Baxter, London ; John Hart, Win-
nipeg; T. H. Tracy, London; A. F. Huffman, Peter-
boro’; E. B. Butterworth, Ottawa ; and Frank Musnen,
Perth, Grand Stewards.

I. Companion W. W. Summers, Hamilton, Grand Sentinel.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.,

R. I. Companions James O’Connor, Geo. Watson, James K.
Kerr, and H. A. Baxter.



CHAPTER XXIX,

THE NINTH ANNUAL MEFRTING OF THE GRAND CoUNCIL OF CANADA—
NoTrING WORTHY OF NOTE IN THIS YEAR’S PROCEEDINGS.

o — et

s HE Royal City of Guelph was honoured with the
~ meeting of Grand Council in 1879, being the
ninth Annual Assembly, M. 11l Comp McLel-
% Q lan being in the Chair. There were present
Illustnous Compamons Daniel Spry, John Dennis, F. J. Me-
net, J. G. Burns, J. B. Nixon, J. Ross Robertson, of Adoni-
ram Council ; Thomas Sargant, of Zabud Council; John
Moore, of Khurum, Maitland, Ontario; W. M. Mitchell, Wm.
Gibson, of Salem Council; W. Hawthorne, H. A. Baxter and
James O’Connor, of Enoch Councﬂ London Robert McKay,
of Nineveh Counecil. St. Thoma.s, and H K. Maitland, of
Wellington Council, Guelph. In November, 1878, the desire
for Cry yptic knowledge beset the Compamons in Guelph,
and on the 21st of that month a dispensation was issued in
answer to a petition, organizing &elhnoton Council, now
one of the most successful in the jurisdiction. There was
nothing of note in this year’s proceedings. The Rite, said
the Report on the condltlon of Cryptic Masonry, was “in the
main progressing,” although in order to aid the work v1gor-
ous measures were recorded in two cases where a certain
amount of lassitude had been displayed. The meetmg closed
with the election of the following officers : —
M. I. Companion Joshua G. Burns, Toronto, Most Illustrious
Grand Master. '
R. I. Companion H. A. Baxter, London, Deputy Grand
' Master.
R. I. Companion Wm Gibson, Hamilton, Grand Principal
Conductor of the Work.
R. I. Companion J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, Grand Trea-
surer.
M. I. Companion Daniel Spry, Barrie, Grand Recorder.
R. I. Companion G. C. Patterson, Toronto, Grand Captain
of the Guard.
R. I. Companion H. K. Maitland, Guelph, Grand Lecturer.
1. Companion John Dixon, Toronto, Grand Sentinel.
213
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INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF DIVISIONS.

R. I. Companion Wm. Hawthorne, London, London Division.

R. I. Companion R. Brierly, Hamilton, Hamilton Division.

R. I. Companion John McKee, Toronto, Toronto Division.

R. I. Companion Geo. C. Longley, Maitland, Ottawa Divi-
sion.

R. I. Companion I. H. Stearns, Montreal, Quebec Division.

R. I. Companion James O’Connor, Winnipeg, Manitoba Divi-

L
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sion.

R. I. Companion Thos. P. Stiff, Ottawa, Grand Master of
Ceremonies.

V. I. Companion W. M. Mitchell, Hamilton, Grand Con-
ductor.

V. I. Companion W. R. Brown, London, Grand Organist.

GRAND STEWARDS.

V. I. Companion E. G. O’Donnell, St. Thomas ; J. Saulsby
Dennis, Toronto ; A. F. Huffman, Peterboro’; John Bre-
. den, Winnipeg; John Scoon, Guelph ; and John Patton,
Toronto.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

R. I Companion J. B. Nixon, Toronto; H. A. Mackay, Hamil-
ton ; Fred J. Menet, Toronto; E. W. Porter, St. Thomas,




CHAPTER XXX.

THE TENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE GrAND COUNCIL OF ONTARIO—
A CHANGE OF NAME—THE GRAND CoUNcCIL OF CANADA.

cil having resolved to follow the Grand Lodge,
@ GrandChapter and Great Priory in their places of
meeting. M. I.Companion Joshua G.Burns,the Grand Master,
presided, and nearly all the Councils were represented. There
were in attendance Illustrious Companions J. K. Kerr, John
Patton, G. C. Patterson, D. Spry, J. B. Nixon, D. McLellan, of
Adoniram Council, Toronto; Thos. Sargant, of Zabud Council,
Bradford; J. Moore and H. Martel Davies, of Khurum Couneil,
Maitland ; I. H. Stearns, of Izabud Council, Montreal; W. M.
Mitchell, of Salem Council, Hamilton; W. Hawthorne, of
Enoch Council, London ; C. D. Macdonald, of Cryptic Coun-
cil, Peterboro’; Robert McKay, of Nineveh Council, St.
Thomas ; H. K. Maitland, John Scoon and Wm. Watson, of
Wellington Council, Guelph. Most Illustrious Companion
Burns gave an instructive and interesting address. He re-
viewed the work of the year. After a few pleasant para-
graphs in opening, he said :—

¢ In giving an account of my official action during the year (though
it has been stated by some that this Grand Council is not working
vigorously) I have to report that Cryptic Masonry has received a fresh
impetus. I predict that the coming year will be one of marked success.
I have made such arrangements as will in future secure prompt atten-
tion to all communications addressed to the Grand Recorder’s office.
The books of the Grand Council are written up, and the accounts of
the several Councils 8o arranged as will prevent any future misunder-
standing. Warrants are now in preparation, and will be immediatel
issued to the Councils entitled to receive them. The affairs of Gran
Council have been placed in a business shape by the Grand Recorder,
who has devoted much time and travelled many miles at my request,
to further the interests of the Grand QGouncil. Under my supervision
he has recognized Cryptic Masonry in this jurisdiction, and Compan-

ions can feel assured that all matters pertaining to the Grand Council
will be promptly attended to by him.”

And on the action of the American bodies who were pur-
suing the Mississippi plan, he said :—
215
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¢¢ After matured deliberation and extensive reading in the proceed-
ings of other Grand Councils and opinions of many Illustrious Com-
panions, I see no necessity for handing these degrees to Grand Chapter
or any other Grand body. I believe the fusion cf these degrees with
that of Grand Chapter would mean complete absorption and render
Cryptic Masonry insignificant and unimportant. Why should this be,
as Cryptic Masonry is as pregnant with meaning and instruction as any
of the other degrees? And with all respect to R. A. Masonry I believe
that in Cryptic Masonry, and in Cryptic Masonry alone, can Comps.
find the completion of Masonry, and until they penetrate the 8. V.
they must remain ignorant of what is partially revealed to the Baby-
lonish sojourners, for we possess the key to the essence and epitome of
all the revelations of Masonry.”

These ideas and opinions have been repeatedly enforced
by M. Ill. Companion Spry. In his address to the Grand
Council of 1877, he said :—

‘¢ At the last Annual Assembly, I was authorized and instructed to
take all necessary steps in connection with the other bodies interested
to form a Grand Council of Rites for the Dominion of Canada. The
Imperial Council of Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine and the
Grand Royal Ark Lodge both adopted resolutions in approval of the
proposed organization, but for various reasons, after consulting with
several members of the Grand Council, I did not feel that I would be
justified in complying with the terms of the resolution, and decided to
take no action until a future session. I am of the opinion that the
time has now arrived to take action in this matter. The reasons for
not then carrying out your instructions were duly explained to me by
M. Ill. Comp. Spry, which reasons I conceive no longer exist, I there-
fore think I am justified in bringing this important matter before you,
as we have too many Grand bodies and too much governing power in
Masonry. One Supreme body having entire control over all Councils -
of Royal and Select Masters, Conclaves of the Order of Constantine,
Lodges of Royal Ark Masons, and any others that may join us, is quite
sufficient for this Province, if not for the Dominion of Canada. This
body might be termed the Supreme Grand Council of Rites for
the Dominion of Canada, having jurisdiction over all the Masonic
bodies that might declare their adhesion thereto. Such an organization
could be managed much more economically and efficiencly with one set
of officers and one Grand Recorder than continuing the present system
of having numerous Grand bodies of little or no influence, with numer-
ous officers possessing high-sounding titles of almost unpronounceable
length. Some such action becomes absolutely necessary if we desire to
lift the Cryptic Order into a position of much usefulness.”

The Grand Master concluded by saying that “ Without
our instructions Masonry is incomplete. For as the holders
and revealers of great truths we are entitled to a high posi-
tion. Companions neglecting to participate in our know-
ledge, commit an error in not fully completing the beautiful
system developed in ancient Craft Masonry. Let us labour
with a will, let our trowels work with a f)ure silvery sound,
let our arches rise in stately grandeur, let none be found
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sleeping at his post, let fervency and zeal mark all our exer-
tions, let us labour in the secret vault below, that when the
Grand Master shall call us from labour to refreshment, we
may lay aside our working tools, and pass through Heaven’s
high arches into the noonday of eternal splendour.”

The important feature in the proceedings of this the
tenth Annual Assembly was the action taken with regard to
the Council of Rites for the Dominion. The reader is aware
that in addition to the regular Cryptic degrees there were
those of the Red Cross of Constantine and the Royal Ark
Mariners. These bodies had up to this date been organized
and carried on as separate bodies. It wac thought at that
time that the multiplication of Grand officers did not tend
to strengthen Masonry, and that if these two bodies'could be
carried on practically in the bosom of the Grand Council,
that a large amount of executive work and expense would be
saved, and with that object the following resolutions were
carried :—

‘¢ Whereas the Grand Council of Rites for the Dominion of Canada
was duly formed in 1875, and the Grand Master was authorized to take
all necessary steps in connection with the other bodies interested to
unite this Grand Council with the Imperial Grand Council of the
Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine and the Grand Lodge of Royal
Ark Mariners as one body, and as such action has for various reasons
been delayed, therefore be it resolved—

‘¢ That as in the opinion of this Grand Council, one Supreme body
having jurisdiction over all unoccupied territory in Canada for the
government of the Cryptic Rite, Royal Ark Mariners and the Order of
Constantine, is sufficient for all practical purposes. the Imperial Grand
Council of Constantine and the Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners be
requested to meet us this day, and assist in organizing a Supreme
Grand Council of Rites for the Dominion of Canada, and 8o soon as the
said bodies agree to this proposition, the Grand Master be authorized
to proclaim the Grand Council of Canada, as being duly formed.”

Other important amendments were made to the Constitu-
tion. One was to the effect : —

¢ That each Council shall cause to be prepared an Annual Return of
the names of all Companions who have been admitted as members,
from date of last return, up to 31st December of the year last past, with
the dates of conferring the several degrees, together with the names of
those who have died, resigned, been suspended or expelled, which re-
turn shall be transmitted, with the fees due Grand Council, to the
Grand Recorder, not later than the 21st January of each year ; and
any Council failing to make such returns and payments for two years
shall be liable to be suspended, and may have its Warrant withdrawn.”

Another, making the Cryptic year end in December and not
August, as heretofore, and finally an important clause having
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reference to the representation at Grand Council. The
amendment said :—

‘“ That article 3 of the Constitution be amended so as to read as follows:
The Grand Council shall consist of the officers thereof, all Past Grand
Officers, Representatives of Grand Councils, all Past Thrice Illustrious
Masters, and the three principal officers of each subordinate Council, all
of whom shall be members in good standing of subordinate Councils in
this jurisdiction. But should neither the Th. Ill. Master, Deputy
Master, nor Principal Conductor of the Work of a Council be able to
attend Grand Council, such Council, by resolution duly certified, may
appoint any Ill. Companion not under the rank of Past Th. Ill. Master,
who is a member of Grand Council, as their representative or proxy,
but no Tllustrious Companion shall be permitted to represent more than
three Councils.”

While the proceedings of the Grand Council were going on
a request was made that the meeting be called off to enable
the Grand Imperial Council of the Dominion of Canada of
the Red Cross of Constantine and the Most Worshipful the
Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners of Canada, to discuss
the resolution concerning the Grand Council of Rites, which
is given above, and when the Grand Council was called on,
an official notification was read to the effect, that both these
bodies had unanimously concurred in the formation of the
Grand Council of Rites for the Dominion of Canada, where-
upon the Most Illustrious the Grand Master said : —

‘“By the power in me vested and with the consent of the Grand
Council of Royal and Select Master Masons of Ontario ; the Grand Im-
perial Council of the Dominion of Canada of Knights of the Red Cross
of Constantine, and the M. W. the Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mari-
ners of the said Dominion, I now proclaim THE GRAND COUNCIL
OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA duly formed under the name and
title of the GRAND COUNCIL OF CANADA, such Grand Council to
have jurisdiction over all Councils of Royal and Select Masters in the
Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba and the North-West Terri-
tories, all Conclaves of the Order of Rome and Constantine and Lodges
of Royal Ark Mariners, within the Dominion of Canada.”

The following were elected officers this year:—

M. I. Companion Joshua George Burns, Toronto, Most Illus-
trious Grand Master.

R. I. Companion Charles D. Macdonnell, Peterboro’, Deputy
Grand Master.

R. I. Companion William Hawthorne, London, Grand Prin-
cipal Conductor of the Work.

M. I. Companion David McLellan, Hamilton, Grand Treas-
urer.

M. I. Companion Daniel Spry, Barrie, Grand Recorder.

R. I. Companion, H. K. Maitland, Guelph, Grand Captain
of Guard.
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R. I. Companion J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, Grand Lec-
turer. ‘

V. L Companion John Kerr Brydon, Toronto, Grand Sen-
tinel.

R. I. Companion Robert McKay, St. Thomas, London Di-
vision.

R. I. Companion W. M. Mitchell, Hamilton, Hamilton Di-
vision.

R. I. Companion Thomas Sargant, Toronto, Toronto Division.

R. I. Companion John Moore, Ottawa, Ottawa Division.

R. I. Companion I. H. Stearns, Montreal, Quebec Division.

R. I. Companion John Headley Bell, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Division.

The Grand Master then appointed the following Com-
panions, who with the elected Officers, were duly installed
and invested :—

V. I. Companion, Rev. Albert Anthony, Seneca, Grand
Chaplain.

V. I. Companion John S. Dennis, Toronto, Grand Master of
Ceremonies.

V. I. Companion John Inglis, Guelph, Grand Conductor.

V. I, Companion John Patton, Toronto, Grand Organist.

V. L. Companions H. Martell Davies, Ottawa; William Ar-
thur Phipps, Toronto; Benjamin Barnard, Bradford ;
W. H. Rooks, London; A. F. Huffman, Peterboro’; and
John Macdonald, Winnipeg, Stewards.

The following Companions were duly elected members of
the Executive Committee :—

R. I. Companions J. B. Nixon, Toronto; H. A. Mackay,
Hamilton ; J. K. Kerr, Toronto; Richard Brierly, Hamilton.

On the evening of the 23rd November a very pleasant re-
union look place in the Assembly Hall of Cyrus Council,
Winnipeg. The occasion was to commemorate the three
years of service by Right Illustrious Companion John Head-
ley Bell, as Thrice Illustrious Master of the Council, and his
election as Inspector-General for the Manitoba Division of
the Grand Council of Canada. The Right Illustrious Com-
panion was made the recipient of a very handsome jewel, a
triangle of gold, surmounted by a golden crown, and at-
tached to a gold mounted velvet clasp. On one side was en-
graved the inscription “ Presented to Right Illustrious Com-
panion John Headley Bell, Inspector-General, by the Officers
and Companions of Cyrus Council of R. and S. M., No. 13,
G.R.C, as a fraternal token of their respect and esteem for
him as a man and a Mason.



CHAPTER XXXI

Tee ELEVENTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GRAND CoUNciL or CaN-

ADA—AN ERA OF PROGRESION PREDICTED— A FavoURrABLE OUT-
LOOK.

YRHE Eleventh Annual Meeting collected “ the select

P and happy few ” on the 12th day of July, 1881,
-in Hamilton, the official headquarters of the
Executive of Craft Masonry in Canada. M. Il
Compamon J. G. Burns presided over the deliberations, and
all the principal Councils were represented. The followmg
Illustrious Companions were present :—John Patton, P. J.
Slatter, J. K. Brydon, D. Spry, J. B. Nixon, J. Ross Robert-
son, all from Adoniram Council, Toronto; Thomas Sargant,
from Zabud Council, Bradford ; John Moore and H. M Davies
from Khurum Councll Ma.ltland W. M. Mitchell, D. McLel-
lan and H. A. McKay from Salem Council, Hamllton H. A.
Baxter and the Rev. Albert Anthony from Enoch Counci],
London ; Robert McKay from Nineveh Council, St. Thomas ;
H. K. Maitland and John Scoon from Wellington Council,
Guelph ; L. H. Henderson from Ontario Council, Belleville,
Ont. The Grand Master in his address said :—

‘“ We are come up to another Annual Assembly. From the activities
of life, from the continuous strain of mental and bodily exertion, we
are peacefully congregated ; like our three first Grand Masters, one
came from the cares of State, another came from the supervision of
eighty thousand Craftsmen, while another, wearied with the journey
from Tyre, met together in the sacred vault ; like them we are met to
glean instruction from the past, to scrutinize our present position,
and from each other derive encouragement and vigor for future
action. The Grand Council being now firmly established, its perman-
ency and durability secured, a wide field of usefulness has been open-
ed ; let our determination be to ¢go up’and possess the land. io !
the fields are white to harvest ; ours be the workers’ task to secure the
reward that awaits exertion. Iam glad to be in a position to report
that Cryptic Masonry is vigorous and healthy ; that prosperity has
marked our progress in the past year. The Councils have been work-
ing actively ; some that have been dormant are awakening to new life.
We want continued effort, renewed and increased activity. It is de-
sirable that New Councils be opened at every point where there is the
proper material, and there are many such, lacking nothing but the will
to organize and get to work. I have been in communication with sev-
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eral Ill. Comps. at different places, and have received replies stating
that they hoped to be in form before this meeting of Grand Council.
I have no doubt but that in the coming year we will have several new
Councils added to our numbers. It affords a great amount of satisfac-
tion to learn that a number of sister Grand Councils of the United
States have approved of the course taken by this Grand Council, in es-
tablishing over the Dominion the Grand Council of Rites. I regret
that a few Grand Councils deemed it expedient to offer the control of
their Councils, with the conferring of degrees, to the Grand Chap-
ters in their respective States. The Supreme Grand Chapter of the
United States has declined to accept the responsibility. I think this
action was not necessary on the part of these Grand Councils. I believe
after the years of commercial depression have entirely disappeared all
our Grand bodies will be lifted into a condition of prosperity and guc-
cess. A new era of progression has already commenced ; this prosper-
ity affects first the lower grades and extends to the higher orders. The
wave has reached Craft and Capitular Masonry : our time has come
and is coming, and we will have a season of success greater than those
of little faith have anticipated ; let our gratitude be commensurate with
the success, which is the only reward we desire in return for our years
of labour in the cause of our beloved Order. The wisdom of the able
Grand Master who preceded me in office is amply demonstrated in the
preservation and organization of the degrees pertaining to Cryptic Ma-
sonry, the degrees of the Red Cross of Rome and Constantine, and the
degrees of Royal Ark Mariners. These Ill. Comps. never wavered in their
resolve to preserve the degrees in their entirety, and determined not to
ive them up to the control of any Grand Body. The organization of this
Srand Council of Rites, though several years in contemplation, was
brought to a successful culmination at last meeting of Grand Council.
I have no doubt that in the years to come our successors will look back
with satisfaction to the action of the Grand Council in this matter.”

The reports of the Inspectors of the Divisions were favor-
able, and the progress made seemed to keep apace with that
of other branches of the Masonic tree.

The following were elected officers :—

M. I. Companion Joshua G.Burns, Toronto, Most Illustrious
Grand Master.

R. I. Companion, Hugh A. Mackay, Hamilton, Deputy Grand
Master.

R. I. Companion, J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, Grand Princi-
pal Conductor of the Work.

‘M. I. Companion David McLellan, Hamilton, Grand Treas-
urer.

M. 1. Companion Daniel Spry, Barrie, Grand Recorder.

R. I. Companion H. K. Maitland, Guelph, Grand Captain of
the Guard.

R.IL Companion L. H. Henderson, Belleville, Grand Lec-
turer.

R. I. Companion Rev. Albert Anthony, Seneca, Grand Chap-
lain.
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The following Illustrious Companions were duly appointed
by the Grand Master :—
V. I. Companion D. B. Murray, Winnipeg, Grand Master of
Ceremonies.
V. 1. Companion John Dickson, Hamilton, Grand Con-
ductor.
V. I. Companion W. H. Rooks, London, Grand Organist.
V. I. Companion H. M. Davies, Ottawa ; A. G. Harvey, Mait-
land ; J. F. Kennedy, Perth ; James Jardine, Barrie ; P.
G. Slatter, Toronto ; and John Scoon, Guelph, Stewards.
And on the nomination of the Representatives of respec-
tive Divisions, and approved by the Grand Master as

INSPECTORS-GEN ERAL OF DIVISIONS.

R. I. Companion R. McKay, London, London Division.

R. L Qompa,nion W. M. Mitchell, Hamilton, Hamilton Divi-
sion.

R. I. Companion John Patton, Toronto, Toronto Division.

R. I. Companion John Moore, Ottawa, Ottawa Division.

R. L Companion Isaac H. Stearns, Montreal, Quebec Divi-
sion.

R. I. Companion Henry Duffell, St. John, New Brunswick
Division.

R. 1. Companion James (’Connor, Winnipeg, Manitoba Di-
vision.

MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

R. I. Companion James B. Nixon, Toronto.

R. I. Companion R. Brierly, Hamilton.

R. I. Companion C. D. Macdonnell, Peterboro’.
R. I. Companion H. A. Baxter, London.

At this meeting R. Ill. Comp. J. Ross Robertson was ap-
pointed representative of the Grand Council of Maryland,
and R. Ill. Comp. J. H. Bell, Manitoba, was appointed repre-
sentative of the Grand Council of Michigan, near this Grand
Council. :




CHAPTER XXXII

TWELFTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GRAND CoUNCIL OF CANADA—THE
Cavuses or INactivity 1IN Crypric WoRK—THE First MovE TO-
StrikE OFF THE RED CrOSS FROM THE CoUNCIL DEGREES.

RAND Council journeyed west and met at London,

) Ontario, on the 14t{ day of July, 1882. Most
Illustrious Companion Joshua G. Burns, Grand
@7J% Master in the East. There were present Illus-
trious Companions Robert Ramsay, of Shekinah Council,
Orillia, Daniel Spry, J. Ross Robertson, John Patton, from
Adoniram Council ; John Moore, from Khurum Council,
Maitland ; William Gibson, from Salem Council, Hamilton ;
Wm. Hawthorne, Robert McKay, H. A. Baxter, Rev. Albert
Anthony, and T. Brock from Enoch Council, London ; J. H.
Thompson, from Nineveh Council, St. Thomas ; H. K. Mait-
land and John Scoon, from Wellington Council, Guelph : John
Moore, from Morris Council, Perth ; L. H. Henderson, from
Ontario Council, Belleville ; Daniel Spry and H. A. Mackay,
from Heraclius Council, Barrie. The warrants of the two
last named Councils were issued in 1881. In addressing the
Cq(linpanions at the opéning of session the Grand Master
said :—

‘¢ From over the lines intelligence has reached us, from time to time,
of some few Grand Councils incorporating themselves with other Grand
bodies, thus resigning their positions as such. I expressed my views
on this action before. I again reiterate the statement that I see no
necessity for so doing. We still exist as the Grand Council of Rites,
and a measure of success has attended our efforts. As in all proba-
bility this will be the last time I shall have the honour to preside over:
the deliberations of this Grand Council, or directly address the Illus-
trious Companions on this subject, I desire to express, unhesitatingly,
my views on the condition and prospects of the Rite in the Dominion.

““ From a careful survey and accurate examination of the records of
the Subordinate Councils in this jurisdiction, I cannot say there is
much room for loud congratulations. A few of the Councils are still
active and prosperous, but I regret to say some are in a state of torpor,
which will require energetic action on the part of my successor to-
awaken to renewed life and vigour. However, I have no fears for the
future of the Rite in this Dominion, if but ordinary interest is taken
in the working of the degrees. Other orders of Masonry are taking
all legitimate means to stimulate the membership to increased zeal in
the ceremonies pertaining to the working of the various degrees. Ap-
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propriate paraphernalia, authorized rituals, accurate work, energetic
and painstaking officers are procured and sought after.

¢“ The cause of this inactivity (without depreciating any of the high-
er orders of the great body of Masonry, especially those which are or-
ganized as legitimate offsprings of the parent stock), truth compels
me to state that I attribute want of progress in this Order to the di-
vided interests in so many Rites, which, instead of being a benefit, are
in reality a burden to the membership.

*‘The older degrees, which for a time were interesting, became less
so, when gorgeous furniture, handsome uniforms, and high-sounding
titles are 80 easily attained.

‘“ But Cryptic Masonry, if properly understood, and appreciated in
all that true Masonry consists of, is second to none. Its ritual has
no peer in our language ; its work, if studied, is perfection, and Royal
Arch Masonry is not complete without the degrees we confer. A great
cause of declension of interest in the Cryptic Rite is the difficulty to
procure proper and uniform ritual for the use of our Councils. Of-
ficers have looked upon this want as an insuperable difficulty. Their
term of office expires without work having been done, because they
are not in possession of the proper work. Another reason is that our
Inspectors-General do not visit the Councils in their various jurisdic-
tions, and do not urge the necessity of renewed activity. If the visit-
ing of Councils were properly performed, many Councils which to-day
are careless and indifferent would be vigorous and healthy.

¢ Many who take office in our Councils are so burdened with office
in other bodies that little time is left, and slight attention is given to
Council work. Itis not an unusual occurrence ip some Councils for
the Th. Ill. Master to be W.M. of a Blue Lodge, the First Principal of
a Chapter and the Thrice Illustrious Master of a Council. This state
of affairs will not properly conduce to the success of any of these
bodies. .

¢ The first remedy I would offer as a suggestion, is the supplying of
an authorized ritual to all Councils, so that the presiding officer may
be in a position to train his officers properly, thus providing uniform
work, that each officer may appear before his Council without fear or
hesitancy. I would also suggest that Councils procure proper para-
phernalia (which is not expensive), for the working of the degrees,
making them at once attractive and instructive ; also that all Royal
Arch Masons who are members of the Rite, impress upon their Com-
panions the necessity of becoming members of our Order, so complete
in instruction to them and to a proper understanding of the sublime
degree itself, without which there is a blank in their Masonic know-
ledge. For here alone is the missing link supplied.”

The proceedings at this meeting were of a routine char-
acter, and ended with the election of the' following officers
for the current year: .

M. I. Companion J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, Most Illustri-
ous Grand Master.

R. L. Companion Wm. Gibson, Hamilton, Deputy Grand
Master.

R. I. Companion Adolphus Petitt, St. Thomas, Grand Prin-
cipal Conductor of the Work.
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M. I. Companion David McLellan, Hamilton, Grand Treas-
urer.

M. I. Companion Daniel Spry, Barrie, Grand Recorder.

R. I. Companion John Patton, Toronto, Grand Captain of the
Guard. .

R. I. Companion Rev. Albert Anthony, Caledonia, Grand
Chaplain.

R. I. Companion H. K. Maitland, Guelph, Grand Lecturer.

R. I. Companion John Sweetman, Ottawa, Grand Sentinel.

The following Ill. Comps. were nominated by the Repre-
sentatives of the respective Divisions, and approved of by
the Grand Master:

INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF DIVISIONS.

R. I. Companion W. R. Browne, Askin, London Division.

R. I. Companion John Inglis, Guelph, Hamilton Division.

R. I. Companion Henry 8. Broughton, Bradford, Toronto Di-
vision.

R. I. Companion John Moore, Ottawa, Ottawa Division.

R. I. Companion James O’Connor, Winnipeg, Manitoba Di-
vision.

R. I. Companion Henry Duffell, St. John, New Brunswick
Division.

The Grand Master appointed the following Illustrious”

Companions to office for the ensuing year :

V. L. Companion E. H. Raymour, St. Thomas, Grand Master
of Ceremonies.

V. L Companion Philip J. Slatter, Toronto, Grand Con-

' ductor. ’

V. L Companion James A. Carley, Winnipeg, Grand Or-
ganist.

V. I. Companions T. G. Lowe, London; Samuel Moffatt,
Guelph; W. J. Smith, London; W. H. King, St.
Thomas; A. Clifford Thomson, Barrie, and Thos. Ken-
nedy, Ottawa, Grand Stewards.

The following Companions were duly elected :

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

R. I. Companion E. B. Butterworth, Ottawa.
R. I. Companion James B. Nixon, Toronto.
R. I. Companion Wm. Hawthorne, London..
R. I. Companion H. A. Mackay, Hamilton.

o
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Prior to the close of the meeting a resolution was moved
and carried to the effect :—

“That the Grand Council is willing to surrender to the
Great Priory of Canada all control over the Red Cross De-

e, and so soon as that Body shall signify its willingness
geha,ve the same conferred in Preceptories o¥ Knights l’i‘%tllnp-
lars, where it properly belongs, the M. Ill. Grand Master shall
be, and is hereby, authorized to direct the Councils in this
jurisdiction to cease conferring the Red Cross degree upon
candidates.”

But after due consideration, Grand Council having ad-
journed, the Grand Master, M. Ill. Comp. J. Ross Robertson,
ruled that it was an amendment to the constitution of which
due notice had not been given, and therefore he declared its
passage unconstitutional and inoperative, and directed Coun-
cils to continue conferring the degree.
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CHAPTER XXXIIIL

THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GRAND CoUNcCIL OF CAN-
ADA—IMPRESSION THAT THE RITE was Nor ProGressiING—THE
ReasoN WaY.

O the far east, in 1883, the Grand Council went for
its thirteenth Annual Assembly and met in the
City of Ottawa, the capital of the Dominion, on
the 12th July, the Grand Master, Most Illustri-
ous Comp. J. Ross Robertson, presiding in the
Grand East. There were also present—Right Illustrious
Companion Robert Ramsay, Shekinah Council, Orillia; J.
G. Burns, D. Spry, John Patton, J. B. Nixon, P. J. Slatter, L.
H. Henderson, G. J. Bennett, N. T. Lyon, D. H. Watt from
Adoniram Council, Toronto; John Moore and Amos Chat-
field from Khurum Council, Maitland; I. H. Stearns from
Izabud Council, Montreal ; Wm. Kerr from Gedeliah Coun-
cil, Ottawa ; Wm. Gibson, David McLellan and H. A. Mac-
kay from Salem Council, Hamilton ; Rev. A, Anthony from
Enoch Council, London ; E. H. D. Hall from Cryptic Coun-
cil, Peterboro; Robert McKay and E. H. Raymour from
Nineveh Council, St. Thomas; John Scoon and H. K. Mait-
land from Wellington Council, Guelph ; and W. D. Gordon,
H. J. Wilkinson and S. G. Fairtlough from Lactantian
Council, Kingston. In his opening Address—and I venture
to give a portion of it at the risk of being considered egotis-
tical—the Grand Master said :

‘“ The ceaseless march of time has brought us to the close of another
Masonic year, and while the shadows are lengthening the hour is op-
portune for scanning the record of the dying year. I need notsay that
it is with a great deal of satisfaction that I am once more permitted to
meet the members of this Grand Council. Looking back at the con-
tinual changes which are taking place all about us, it is proper that we
should express our gratitude and thanks to the Holy One of Israel for
the inestimable blessings which we have been permitted to enjoy, and
the fostering care which has been vouchsafed us. We are again to-
gether to meet in our annual reunion, the thirteenth since the inaugu-
ration of Grand Council, and I trust He who guides us in all things,
may be with us in our deliberations, and so direct our efforts that we
may be enabled to give this beautiful Rite of ours renewed life and
vigour. T find on looking over various addresses delivered in past
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years by my predecessors, that a vein of what may almost be called ex-
travagant hopefulness runs through them—hopefulness which I am
sorry to say has not been realized. No careful observer of the condi-
tion of the °‘Cryptic Rite’ in Canada can have failed to observe that
the progress it has made is not at all in proportion to the claims which
this Rite has on the Craft, or to the merits of the principles which it
upholds. While other branches of the Order are steadily marching for-
ward, Cryptic Masonry appears to lag behind. A frank explanation of
the actual state of affairs will, although not so agreeable to members,
yet be more beneficial to the Rite, and perhaps be the means of enab-
ling us to discover the weak points, and, may be, apply the remedy.
Rose-coloured statements sound well to the ears of the listener, and
look well to the eye of the reader, but it is an injustice for the mem-
bers of the Rite to deceive themselves, and it would be a still greater
injustice to me, as the chief officer of the Body, to allow this pleasant
dream to continue undisturbed. Let us be just. Some of our Coun-
cils are in good working order, and their members are slowly increas-
ing ; others are in a state of lethargy, and are not making any progress,
while a few are practically dormant. I confess that I am at a loss to
comprehend the causes which have led to this result, and yet from gen-
eral enquiries made I fancy that the impetus which has been given to
Benefit Orders, and to the higher Rites in Masonry in which direction
the tide of Masonic feeling is flowing, partly explains the lack of in-
terest shown in a Rite that certainly stands without a rival in the field
of Masonry. I am afraid that some of the fault lies at the door of the
Inspectors-General of the various divisions, who appear to have dis-
charged their duties in a manner which would indicate that while con-
tent to receive the rank and honour at the hands of their Companions,
they have looked upon their oftice as a sinecure, the duties of which
need not necessarily be discharged. There is no justification for this,
and I trust that in future the office will not be offered to any Com-
panion who is not prepared to conscientiously fulfil its duties. While
in the foregoing I have looked rather on the dark than on the bright
side of the picture, I still have faith in the success of our Rite, and feel
conscious that renewed and well applied energy and care will in a very
short time produce the most beneficial results. He is a poor physician
who only points out the evils without giving a remedy, and 1 should
have hesitated topointout the defects had [ not been prepared to at least
recommend measures which should be adopted in removing them. In
the first place, I think that an officer of the Grand Council should be
specially detailed to at once visit all Councils, examine the state of
each Council, and report to the Grand Master, and if it appears that
the Council so reported is in a state of torpor, or actually dormant,
that either means be taken to give it new life or withdraw the warrant
and have it transferred to another district or returned to the proper
officer of the Grand Council. There should be no drones in the hive
of Cryptic Masonry. Better have a dozen working Councils than fifty
in a state of coma. In the second place, greater care should be exer-
cised in the selection of Inspectors-General. Only those who can give &
positive pledge that they will faithfully perform their duties, should be
installed. In the third place, an effort should be made to put the
¢ Cryptic Rite ’ before our Royal Arch Companions in the proper light.
It is the cope-stone of Capitular Masonry, and the key-stone is not
firmly set unless it has been placed in its position by the hands of a
Cryptic Mason. Lastly, I recommend that the Grand Council meet
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every year in the city of Toronto. I am not an advocate of central-
ization in all things, although I think that Masonry would be more gen-
erally prosperous if it revolved round a pivotal point, but I am fully
satisfied, not only from my own observation, but from conversation
with leading members of the Rite, that the present system of following
Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter and the Great Priory in their perambu-
lations from place to place, is not beneficial to the Grand Council. Our
attendance at Grand Council is not increasing, it fact it has rather di-
minished, and there is not the interest taken in our annual meetings
that there was when we in the olden times met annually in the Provin-
cial metropolis. I have sometimes thought that if the proposal made
years ago in the United States, of making Cryptic Masonry a pre-re-
quisite to Knight Templarism were carried out, it might bear good
fruit. but while the rule would no doubt work well in the United States,
where Knight Templarism flourishes so luxuriously, the result would
be different here, where that branch is not so extensive or so full of
vigour. I commend these remarks to the careful consideration of all
who have the interest of the Rite at heart, and who desire to see it take
the position to which it has a just claim,”

The address was the subject of considerable thought by
the Committee, to whom it was submitted, and in their com-
ments they said :

‘¢ Your Committee beg to report that they have read with mingled
feelings of pleasure and regret the exceedingly able address of the Most
Illustrious Grand Master. Of pleasure, because it holds out the bright
star of hope, and suggests a remedy for the weakness and debility ex-
hibited in the progress of our beloved Rite. Of regret, because hopes
have not been realized, our anticipations not fulfilled. We regret with
him that the claims of this Rite are not adequately appreciated, nor its
merits properly understood. We are pleased that the Most Illustrious
Grand Master has the moral courage to tear aside the veil and put our
condition clearly before us. We agree with him that it is but right
that we should know exactly where we stand, our present position and
future prospects, to determine if we are waging a hopeless struggle and
engaged in a disappointing trial. It does appear that the desire for
higher position and the catering to that desire on the part of this
‘Grand Council, has placed in position Companions, who while endowed
with the requisite ability, have not exercised the requisite energy in
their position as Inspectors-General of the Divisions, has, we conclude,
tended to lessen that interest in our Councils which ought to be
exhibited.

‘ We are in accord with the Grand Master in his faith in the future,
and firmly believe that there are brighter days before us, but faith
alone will not produce the desired result. We believe that works must
accompany the faith, and hand in hand, time, hope, steadfast faith and
united effort will, no doubt, raise Cryptic Masonry in this Province to
that exalted position it ought-to occupy. We agree with the Most Ill.
Grand Master that some officer of Grand Council ought to be detailed
by the Grand Council to visit the various Councils to cut off the un-
faithful branches, put new life into the slothful, and to revive the
interest of the Companions in the ceremonies, and would suggest that
the M. Ill. G. M., who can spare the time, be requested to do this
necessary work for the Grand Council. It is high time that caution
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should be observed in our selection of our officers, and those only
elected to positions who will faithfully and zealously discharge the
duties of the office, and who have true ability to put our grand and in-
structive degrees before the Companions in a creditable and proper
way. There is no doubt that the history of this Order proves that a
central place of meeting would conduce to the prosperity of Grand
Council, that our attendance would be larger and the interest greater.
Asit is now our Companions who attend Grand Council come up wearied
with the long labours of the other Grand bodies, anxious to hurry
through, and will not give the time nor the attention to the duties de-
volving upon them. We do not think the making of these degrees pre-
requisite to Knight Templarism practical, and need not be attempted
at the present time.”

The reports from the different Divisions were not as rose-
ate asin previous years. A general depression in allbranches
of Masonry seems to have spread to the Cryptic branch, and
for a time the trowel was almost without work. A slight
amount of progress was however made, in that warrants were
ordered to be issued to the members of the conclaves at
Belleville and Kingston to take the place of the warrants of
Rome and Constantine, and the rank of Past Thrice Illus-
trious Masters was conferred upon Ill. Comp. W. D. Gordon,
of Lactanian Council, Kingston, and Past Thrice Illustrious
Comp. E. H. D. Hall was appointed Inspector-General for the
North-West Territories. A vote of thanks was presented t>
M. I1l. Comp. Daniel Spry, for his efficient services in the
cause of this Grand Council, and the meeting was brought to
a close with the election of officers, as follows:

M. I. Companion J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, re-elected
Most Illustrious Grand Master.

R. I. Companion L. H. Henderson, Belleville, Deputy Grand
Master.

R. I. Companion L. Slater, St. Thomas, Grand Principal
Conductor of the Work.

M. I. Companion David McLellan, Hamilton, Grand Treas-
urer.

M. I. Companion J. G. Burns, Toronto, Grand Recorder.

R. I. Companion Amos Chatfield, Ottawa, Grand Captain of
the Guard.

R. I. Companion H. K. Maitland, Guelph, Grand Lecturer.

R. I. Companion J. L. Dixon, Toronto, Grand Sentinel.

The following Illustrious Companions were nominated by
the Representatives of the respective Divisions, and approved
by the Grand Master.
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INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF DIVISIONS.
R. I. Companion E. H. Raymour, St. Thomas, London Di-

vision.
R. I. Companion John Scoon, Hamilton, Hamilton Division.
R. I. Companion P. J. Slatter, Toronto, Toronto Division.
R. I. Companion C. F. Forrest, Winnipeg, Manitoba Division.
R. 1. Companion E. B. Butterworth, Ottawa, Ottawa
_ Division. }
R. I. Companion L. H. Stearns, Montreal, Quebec Division.
R. I. Companion W. D. Gordon, Fredrickton, New Bruns-
wick Division.
R. I. Companion E. H. D. Hall, Moose Jaw, North-West
Territories.

The following Illustrious Companions were duly appointed
by the Grand Master. :—

R. I. Companion Frederick Wilmott, Guelph, Grand Con-
ductor. :

R. I. Companion H. J. Wilkinson, Kinston, Grand Organist.

V. I. Companions Daniel McDonald, Toronto ; S. Fairtclough,
Kingston, and G. M. Wilkinson, Guelph, Grand Stewards,

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

M. I. Companions J. G. Burns, J. K. Kerr, and Robert
Ramsay.




CHAPTER XXXIV.

THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION oF THE GRAND CouNciL oF CAN-
ADA—A YEAR OF AcTiviiY—A NEW DivisioN ForMED-—CONTROL
oF THE RED CrosS DEGREE ABANDONED.

M ?

ik RAND Council well up in years, met for the
fourteenth Session in Toronto, on the 12th July,
D R 1884, Most Illustrious Companion John Ross
2w P%  Robertson in the East. Quite a large representa-
tion was present, and among them were Illustrious Com-
panions Robert Ramsay, from Shekinah Council; J. G.
Burns, G. C. Patterson, J. B. Nixon, G. J. Bennett, G. G.
Rowe, J. Patton, P. J. Slatter, all from Adoniram Counecil ;
Amos Chatfield, H. Martel Davies and John Moore, from
Khorum Council ; D. McLellan, from Salem Council; Rev.
A. Anthony, from Enoch Council; Robert McKay, from Nin-
evah Council ; H. K, Maitland and John Scoon, from Wel-
lington Council ; W. D. Gordon, G. M. Wilkinson and S. G.
Fairtlough, from Lactantian Council. The opening address
was brief. It alluded to the progress of the Rite during the
year, claiming that it had been one of activity, and singled
out a few Councils like that at St. Thomas, Guelph, Toronto,
and-Maitland, as doing good work. It noted the fact that
Most Illustrious Companion George M. Osgoodby, of Buffalo,
the General Grand Master of the General Grand Council of
the United States, had been appointed as the Representative
of the Grand Council of Canada, and wound up with the re-
mark that the Grand Master elect would “find no serious
obstacles in the path which it will be his duty to follow.”
The reports from the various Inspectors-General of the Do-
minion were on the whole favourable. The Report of the
Committee on the Address cordially agreed with the views
of the Grand Master. The report said :
“ It is pleasing to note the activity displayed by the Grand
Master in having the proceedings of the three preceding
ears printed and circulated, that the new certificates have
{een issued, and the business of the Council soarranged that
it is calculated to give general satisfaction to this Grand
Council. The appointment of M. Ill. Comp. George M. Os-
232
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goodby, of Buffalo, as our representative near the General
Grand Council of the United States is one that will, no
doubt, meet with the approbation of this Grand body.”

The prospects for the advancement of the Rite in the Tor-
onto Division, and a new division to be named the Georgian
Division was formed, consisting of the counties of Simcoe,
Grey, Muskoka, Parry Sound and Algoma. The Red Cross
Degree had been taken charge of by the Grand Council of
Rites, alluded to in a former chapter, and as it was thought
that to a certain extent it hampered the work of subordin-
ate Councils, by having too many degrees, a resolution was
adopted to that effect A resolution was also passed chang-
ing the date of meeting to January, and the place of meet-
ing permanently to Toronto ; but this resolution was never
carried into effect, as it was found that it wasin the interest
of Grand Council to meet with the other Masonic bodies in
July.

On motion of M. Ill. Comp. D. Spry, seconded by M. IlL
Comp. J. G. Burns, it was resolved “ That Grand Council sur-
render all control over the Red Cross Degree, as it is now
given in the Preceptories of Knights Templars, where it pro-
perly belongs, and that the Grand Master is hereby author-
ized to direct the Councils in this jurisdiction to cease con-
ferring the said degree upon candidates, and the Consti-
tution be so amended.”

The election of officers was then proceeded with, when the
following were declared duly elected, and with the appointed
officers were duly installed :—

M. Ill. Comp. J. Ross Robertson, re-elected M. Ill. Grand

Master.

R. Ill. Comp. A. E. Chatfield, Maitland, Deputy Grand Mas-
ter.

R. Ill Comp. H. K. Maitland, Guelph, Grand Conductor of
the Works. :

M. Ill. Comp. David McLellan, Hamilton, Grand Treasurer.

M. 1ll. Comp. J. G. Burns, Toronto, Grand Recorder.

R. Ill. Comp. S. G. Fairtlough, Kingston, Grand Capt. of
Guard. '

R. Ill. Comp. F. Wilmott, Hamilton, Grand Lecturer.

R. Ill. Comp. A. Anthony, Caledonia, Grand Chaplain.

R. Ill. Comp. John L. Dixon, Grand Sentinel.

The following Illustrious Companions were nominated by
the representatives of the different divisions and approved
by the Grand Master as Inspectors-General of Divisions :
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R.IlL Comp. A. N. Pettit, St. Thomas, London Division.
R. Ill. Comp. John Scoon, Hamilton, Hamilton Division.
R. Ill. Comp. G. C. Patterson, Toronto, Toronto Division.
R. Jll. Comp. C. F. Forrest, Winnipeg, Manitoba Division.
R. Ill. Comp. R. H. Butterworth, Ottawa, Ottawa Division.
R. Ill. Comp. I. H. Stearns, Montreal, Quebec Division.
R. Ill. Comp. W. D. Gordon, Fredericton, New Brunswick
Division.

R. Ill. Comp. R. Ramsay, Georgian Division.

The following Illustrious Companions were duly appointed
by the Grand Master:—

G. I1l. Comp. G. J. Bennett, Grand Director of Ceremonies.
R. Ill. Comp. R. McKay, St. Thomas, Grand Conductor.
R. Ill. Comp. H. J. Wilkinson, Kingston, Grand Organist.
V. IIl. Comp. D. McDonald, Ill. Comp. Dalhousie R. Ramsay,
and Ill Comp. G. G. Rowe, Grand Stewards.

M. T1l. Comps. J. G. Burns, D. Spry and R. Ramsay were
elected members of the Executive Committee, and the Grand
Council closed its annual meeting.




CHAPTER XXXV.

THE FIrTEENTH ANNUAL AsskMBLY—THE REDp Cross DEGREE AND
THE DEGREE OF RoYAL ARK MARINER—SOME PERTINENT SUGGES-
TIONS WITH REFERENCE TO THEIR CONTROL.

with the Fifteenth Annual Assembly. M. Il
Companion J. Ross Robertson, the Grand Master,

> presided, with R. Ill. CompanionA. E. Chatfield,
of Markham, Deputy, and R. Ill. Companion P. J. Slatter,
of Toronto, as Principal Conductor of the Work. Among
those present were M. Ill. Companions Spry, McLellan, and
J. G. Burns, R. Ill. Companions Fairtlough, of Kingston ;
G. J. Bennett, of Toronto; R. McKay, of St. Thomas; G. G.
Rowe, of Toronto ; A. N. Pettit, of St. Thomas ; John Scoon,
of Guelph; R. Ramsay, of Orillia; Oronhyateka, of London;
W. R. Howse, of Whitby ; E. H. Raymour, St. Thomas; L.
H. Henderson, of Belleville; W. Waddington, of Kingston ;
John Patton, of Toronto; and L. Slater, of St. Thomas. The
address of the Grand Master dealt generally with the condi-
tion of the Rite and especially withthe working of the Degree
of the Red Cross of Constantine, and that of the Royal Ark
Mariners. The Grand Master said :—

MosT ILLUSTRIOUS COMPANIONS :

« Another Masonic year has been added to the roll of time,
and once more we are permitted to meet together and take
counsel as companions, who, during the years that are
passed, have steadily stood with unbroken front, promulgat-
ing the principles that under the guardian care of the Holy
One of Israel it is our privilege to foster and cherish. Let
us be thankful that the Great Reaper has been merciful, and
that of the select and happy few with whom we hold Masonic
communion, none have been called away from the scene of
earthly labours to that Grand Council where He who know-
eth all things, and whose Holy Word is to us a lamp and
guide, presides. It is with heartfelt lgratitude that I meet
my Illustrious Companions in our Fifteenth Annual Re-
-union, two years of which time I have had the honour of
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presiding over the deliberations of this Grand Council. To
me it is Ea.rticular]y pleasing, inasmuch as I have learned to
esteem the friendship of many valued Companions, each of
whom has favored me with kind words of encouragement,
and all of whom have manfully contriouted their share to
the work in the various spheres allotted them by those
who are banded together in promoting a Rite that is the peer
of any in Masonic institutions. Our progress has, however,
not been rapid, and in the brief allusions I shall make to
the conditions of Cryptic Masonry, I do not desire to be
hypercritical, but rather to bring to view a few of the rea-
sons why we do not make a greater success of a Rite that all
over the world has a myriad of admirers, and in many locali-
ties earnest workers. The companions will remember that
at the last meeting of Grand Council it was decided that in
future the annual meetings should be held in the city of
Toronto. The date was fixed for the second Wednesday in
January in each year. Some time, however, previous to the
date, it was found that it would not be convenient for a
great many members who have always taken an active part
in the Cryptic Rite to be present in the month of January.
I therefore, in the interest of the Rite, and after consultation
with the members of the Executive Committee and others,
directed that the Grand Council be not summoned to meet
in January last, and have taken the responsibility of calling
it as formerly, during the session of the other Masonic
bodies. Grand Council I am satisfied will approve of my
action, particularly when I point out that the resolution was
in reality an amendment to the constitution, which requires
notice to be given at the meeting preceding that at which
the same shall be taken into consideration. Ihave had dur-
ing the year many discussions with members of Grand
Council with reference to having taken control of the
degrees in the order of Rome and Constantine, and also the
Royal Ark Mariners. This action was, as you are aware,
taken with the consent of the Grand Conclave of Rome and
Constantine and the Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners, I
did at the time entertain a hope that we would add to our
strength and render more attractive the interest in the Coun-
cil by this action, but the system has been found impracti-
cable, as the extra work involved clogs the wheels of our
Councils, and does not find favour with the majority of our
Companions. Now that the Templar degree of the Red
Cross, which is worked in the Preceptories under the Great
Priory of Canada, has been struck from the list of degrees
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under the control of the Grand Council, we are left with the
Royal Select and Super-Excellent, which are enough in
themselves to occupy the minds of Companions, and which
I think will be more efficiently worked when the change is
made. I therefore recommend that the Grand Council of
Royal and Select Masters resume its former position and
have control over the degrees pertaining to the Cryptic Rite,
and would suggest that the representatives of Conclaves of
the Order of Rome and Constantine and the lodges of Royal
Ark Mariners, present at this meeting, do meet separately
and organize their respective bodies. I am.quite satistied
that it would be much better to have each body controlled
and directed by its own members, as it is more likely to lead
to the advancement of the respective organizations. The
Templar degree of the Red Cross, which, being of course
another degree, and entirely different from the Red Cross of
Rome and Constantine, has, as before stated, its proper home
in the Preceptories. Our experience in the past is that we
have had quite enough to do to attend to our own, and that
too many degrees have been a source of weakness rather than
strength. The desire when these degrees were transferred
to Grand Council was to avoid not only additional Grand
bodies, but to secure a reduction in Grand officers. This can
be accomplished as well in the newly organized bodies by
having a reduced number of officers, who, by activity and
energy, can lead to prosperity each of these important
branches of Freemasonry. I observe thatin some of the re-
ports of foreign correspondence, which have been brought
to my notice by our very efficient Grand Recorder, M. IIL
Comp. J. G. Burns, a few of our Companions in the United
States, who have been entrusted with the work of preparing
these reports, render themselves excessively humorous by
alluding to the titles of our Grand officers. Had our Ameri-
can Companions thought for a moment before penning their
reports, it would have occurred to them that all our officers
are named in accordance with the titles bestowed on officers
of the Grand Council of the United States, with probably
the only difference that we give our Grand Master the pre-
fix of Most Illustrious—all elected officers, Right Illustrious,
and all appointed officers, very Illustrious, following the sys-
tem which prevails in all the grades of Masonry in Canada.
After all, our American friends are not far behind in giving
magnificent names and imposing titles to their Masonic offi-
cials. In the opening portion of my address I referred to
the condition of Cryptic Masonry! A glance at the report
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of our officers in the various districts is encouraging. We
have many Councils doing good work. In Manitoba our
success has been somewhat impaired by the recent troubles,
but for this we, are consoled in the fact that our gallant
Companion, C. F. Forrest, has made his mark, not only as a
man, but as a soldier citizen, and side by side with other
craftsmen, has helped to stamp out the misguided few who
have stained the trackless prairie with the blood of loyal
men. Other districts are working efficiently, and I trust
will show next year a development that will be creditable
to the Rite. And notwithstanding the progress made, our
Rite does not flourish as do other branches of Masonry.
Our mysteries merit the fullest meed of success. Our de-
grees are unexcelled in beauty and sublimity. The key-
stone to Royal Arch Masonry cannot be firmly cemented
without the aid of the Cryptic trowel, and the testimony of
all who have joined our ranks is in perfect harmony with
the expressions that I have uttered. In other branches we
see the great source of weekness in too many lodges and too
many chapters. The young Hiramites, eager and zealous
for Masonic rank, turn a deaf ear to those who, after years
of work and experience, feel that the undue multiplication
of lodges leads in many cases to discord and unrest. Disap-
pointed juniors, and yet faithful craftsmen, feel that the
treasured Gavel in the East will never be theirs. Presiding
officers who deserve by their true and faithful work a two
years’ term are thrust aside. The craze for rank must be satis-
fied, and new lodges in turn are petitioned for and organized
and the manufacturing of P.M’s goes on ad lib. As in
Craft Masonry so in Capitular. Chapters are formed with the
best of intentions, the brightest of hopes. Theacme of per-
fection is promised, but rarely accomplished. Three, four
and five Chapters are located where one, two or three would
be ample for the work, and consequently enthusiasm dulls;
the attendance is small, a bare quorum in seven cases out of
ten is all that can be secured, and the work which should be
prosecuted with vigour is allowed to verge into the sere and

ellow. From other causes our beloved Rite has suffered.
{‘he land teems with degrees. I do not question for a mo-
ment the absolute right of every man to take as many degrees
as he may have a preference for, and yet I am satisfied that
we have too many grades,and after all Masonry in its purity
and simplicity is to be found in the Blue lodge. I express
my views with the sincerest feelings to my Masonic breth-
ren and in the interest of our Rite. We have to contend
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with many difficulties. We not only feel that those who
enter Capitular Masonry show apathy to the Cryptic Rite,
but that the Benefit organizations have materially retarded
our progress. They boom from the Atlantic to the Pacific;
and have not only a blighting effect on our own but on the
other branches of the Masonic tree. When these reach their
zenith we shall probably see the cloud with its silver lining.
The darkness of to-day but hides the light beyond. The sun
of Cryptic Masonry is not yet at high meridian, and those of
us who are spared will yet see it illumine the sky with a
golden brightness which will gladden the hearts of those
who, after years of labour in the secret vault, are rewarded
by that success so sweet to all who have worked wisely and
well.

“The time has now arrived for me to hand over to him
whom you may select the trust which three years ago you
saw fit to repose in me. I do so with regret and also with
pleasure. Regret that my efforts have not brought forth a
more plentiful harvest, and pleasure, knowing that my suc-
cessor whoever he may be, will have my earnest assistance
in furthering the interests of our Cryptic Rite. To the
Grand officers I desire to convey thanks, and hearty ones
they are, for the aid and assistance given me during my term
of office. To the Companions of Grand Council, to the Com-

anions of all our Councils, I have nought but the kindliest
?eeling for their courtesy to me whenever I have met them.
I use no strained phrases, I speak not so that it may be re-
corded in the types, but I utter the sentiment of one who
has tried since first he passed through the outer portals of
Hiram’s mysteries to do his duty for our common good.”

The reports from the various divisions were satisfactory,
and increased prosperity seems to attend the work of the
Subordinate Councils. The Committee in the address of the
Grand Master in their report, of which the following are
extracts, said :

“ Your committee are happy to learn by the excellent ad-
dress of the Most Illustrious the Grand Master, that the
Cryptic Rite in the various Divisions of this jurisdiction is
in a generally prosperous and progressive state, and while
this progress may not have been as rapid as we all could de-
sire, the hopes for the future are bright, and the encourage-
ment received from the Inspectors-General of Divisions
shows that our secrets are sought after by a large number of
Companions who duly appreciate the sublime mysteries of
the Cryptic Council.
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“Your Committee are ‘of opinion that the proposal to
strike from the list of degrees over which this Grand Coun-
cil has control, those of the orders of Rome and Constantine
and The Royal Ark Mariners, should be agreed to. The
disadvantages of a plethora of degrees under our control
impairs the work of Councils, and in reality gives our Com-
panions responsibilities that should be undertaken by sepa-
rate organizations.

“ Your Committee deem it peculiarly appropriate that the
Most Illustrious Grand Master should allude to the trouble
with which during the past few months a portion of our Do-
minion has been afflicted, and rejoice in the restoration of
peace. The reference to the gallant conduct of our Most
Illustrious Companion, C. F. Forrest, and other Cryptic
Companions, who have faced the rebel hordes on the bound-
less prairie, in defence of all that is dear to Canadians, is
well deserved, and merits the sincere admiration of all law-
abiding citizens.

“ Your Committee beg to express their appreciation of the
manner in which the Most Illustrious Grand Master has dis-
charged the duties appertaining to his high office. His ad-
dress shows a thoroughness and thoughtfulness, and is re-
plete with valuable remarks well worthy of the earnest con-
sideration of every member of the Right.”

A resolution was passed on motion of M. Ill. Comp. D.
Spry, seconded by M. Ill. Comp. D. McLellan,—That the
control now had over conclaves of Rome and Constantine
and Lodges of Royal Ark Mariners, be dissolved, and that
Grand Council hereafter confine itself to the Cryptic Rite
exclusively.

The following were elected officers for this year:—

M. IIL. Comp. Robt. Ramsay, Barrie, M. Ill. Grand Master.
R. Ill. Comp. E. H. Raymour, Deputy Grand Master.

R. IlL. Comp. P. J. Slatter, Grand Conductor of the Works.
M. Ill. Comp. David McLellan, Hamilton, Grand Treasurer.
M. Ill. Comp. J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, Grand Recorder.
Th. I1l. Comp. David Taylor, Grand Capt. of the Guard.

R. Ill. Comp. F. Wilmot, Hamilton, Grand Lecturer.

R. Ill. Comp. Rev. A. Anthony, Caledonia, Grand Chaplain.
Ill. Comp. W. B. Doherty, St. Thomas, Grand Sentinel.

The following Illustrious Companions were appointed.

V.IIl. Comp. D. Sheppard, Almonte, Grand Director of
Ceremonies. '

V. Ill. Comp. W. R. Howse, Whitby, Grand Conductor.

V. 1L Comp. R. Dalhousie Ramsay, Orillia, Grand Organist.
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V. Ill. Comp. G. W. Shields, and V. Ill. Comp. Wm. Ander-
son, Grand Stewards.

And, on the nomination of the Representatives of the res-
pective Divisions, and approved by the Grand Master, the
following Comps. as

INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF DIVISIONS,

R. Ill. Comp. S. Dubber, London Division.

R. Ill. Comp. John Scoon, Hamilton, Hamilton Divisicn.

R.Ill. Comp. D. McDonald, Toronto, Toronto Division.

R. Ill. Comp. S. G. Fairtlough, Ottawa, Ottawa Division.

R. Ill. Comp. Oronhyateka, Georgian Division.

R. Ill. Comp. I. H. Stearns, Montreal, Quebec Division.

R.Ill. Comp. W. D. Gordon, Frederickton, New Brunswick
Division.

R. Ill. Comp. C. F. Forrest, Winnipeg, Manitoba Division. -

And the following were elected members of the Executive
Committee :

M. Ill. Comps. J. K. Kerr, J. G. Burns, and R. Ill. Comp. J.
G. Nixon.

After the installation of the officers, the following compli-
mentary resolution was carried :

Moved by M. Ill. Comp. J. Ross Robertson, seconded by
M. Ill. Comp. D. Spry :—That this Grand Council are spe-
cially grateful in being able to pay honour to the thousands
of our countrymen who, in the scene of trouble in the North-
west, have distinguished themselves in defence of the rights
and liberties of the people of this fair land: and while ac-
cording to all our troops heartfelt thanks, take excep-
tional pride in marking by this resolution the brave con-
duct oF Right Illustrious Companion C. F. Forrest, our In-
spector-General for Manitoba, and the other Cryptic Masons,
who shouldered arms and with true valour, denied as they
were in their forced marches the comforts of home, gallantly
faced unseen dangers and attack at the hands of disloyal
men, and by acts of bravery on the field helped to restore
peace and prosperity to that section of ourland which for a
time was the scene of discord and strife—and that a copy
of this resolution be transmitted to Rt. Ill. Comp. Forrest
and the Companions of Cyrus Council, Winnipeg.

The resolution, after a few complimentary allusions from
the mover and seconder, was passed unanimously—all the
Companions rising and loudly applauding.

The town of Windsor was selected as the head place for
the Annual meeting and the Grand Council adjourned.

P :



CHAPTER XXXVL

TuE SIXTEENTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY—DEATH oF THE GRAND MASTER,
RoOBERT RaMsay—THE ADDRESS OF THE AcTING GRAND MaSTER
—AN INTFRESTING RESUME OF THE YEAR'S WORK,

9E Sixteenth Annual Assembly of Grand Council
met under peculiar circumstances. The Chief
Officer of the organization, M. Ill. Comp. Robert
Ramsay, had ea,rTy in the year been called to his
long home, and the work on the plans laid down for him for
the guidance of the Rite, under his direstion, came to a
stand-still. However, with praiseworthy endeavor, the
Deputy Grand Master, one of the most active members in
the fold, came to the front, and, as was his duty, assumed the
mantle of the Grand East, and with characteristic energy
went to work to carry on the work of the Rite. There was
a fair attendance at the meeting, including M. Ill. Comps.
Spry, McLellan, Burns, J. Ross Robertson, and R. Ill. Comps.
P. J. Slatter, Fairtlough, David Taylor, W. R. Howse, S.
Dubber, John Scoon, E.D.H. Hall, G. J. Bennett, and others.
The acting Grand Master prefaced his address by a few re-
marks on the circumstances under which he presided over
the proceedings of Grand Council, and called on the Grand
Recorder to read the official announcement that had been
transmitted to the members of the Grand Council with
reference to the death of the late Grand Master.

OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION TO SISTER GRAND COUNCILS,

Office of the Grand Recorder,
Grand Council of Canada, Royal and Select Masters,
Toronto, Can., 18th Jan., 1886.

Dear Sir and Right Illustrious Companion ;

It is with feelings of deep regret that I announce to you the demise
of our Most Illustrious Companion, Robert Ramsay, Grand Master of
the Grand Council of Canada. This sad event took place in this city on
Monday evening, the 4th instant ; the cause, heart disease. At one
moment our beloved companion seemed in perfect health, the next,
the pallid messenger who approaches with silent fuot-fall beckoned him
to come, and our friend, brother and companion had passed into the
Beyond to the shore of that myut:rioml sea that never yet has borne
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on any wave the shadow of a returning sail. We bow our heads in
grief and mourn his loss.

‘“ The path of sorrow, and that path alone
Leads to the land where sorrow is unknown.”

Our comp nion as a man, a citizen and brother had all those quali-
ties which endear a man to men, and his presence will be sadly missed
from our counsels. His ready pen, which for the past quarter of a
century has brightened the pages of almost every Masonic
publication in the world, will answer his will no more. His
fund of knowledge gained by years of study and reading, always at the
disposal of his brethren, will enrich the minds of the brethren he has
1.fv behind, and the interest he was wontto take in our fraternal gather-
ings mades his loss to us one that words-cannot express.

The Right Illustrious Deputy-Grand Master, E. H. Raymour, of
St.- Thomas, will assume the functions of the Grand Master
until the next annual election, and all communications for him
should be sent to his address at St. Thomas, Ont.

Yours fraternally, .
J. ROSS ROBERTSON,
Grand Recorder.

The acting Grand Master then delivered his annual ad-
dress, the opening paragraph reading :

“ Another Masonic year has closed ; the record has been
made, and, for the first time, and under peculiar circum-
stances, I am called upon to preside over this illustrious body,
to review the progress of Cryptic Masonry in Canada, owing
to the sudden and startling death of our Most Illustrious
Grand Master, Dr. Robert Ramsay.

“ His death was no less sudden than startling, and, like
our ancieut Grand Master, he left unfinished many projects,
which, if carried out, would have no duubt ‘proved a benefit
to the Order, but, under circumstances which 1 will not at
this time present, I have thought it not advisable to press to
completion. Dr. Ramsay was born in London, England
March 21st, 1841. When about eight years of age, he came
to Canada with his father, the late Rev. Canon Ramsay,
M.A., a prominent clergyman of the Church of England, a
Past Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and a
Past Deputy Commander of the Grand Priory of the Knights
Templars of Canada. He chose the profession of medicine,
which he practised with considerable success. He also found
leisure, however, while engaged with his profession to devote
much time to literary pursuits, confining his work with the
pen principally to subjects of interest to the craft, and bis
reputation as a Masonic writer is world-wide. He was first
brought to light as a Mason in Tyrian Lodge, No. 870, Cleve-
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land, Ohio, August 22nd, 1866; passed September 26th,
and .was raised October 10th of the same year. In March,
1867, he was duly exalted in Webb Chapter, No. 14, and on
April 1st, received the Cryptic degrees in Cleveland Council,
No. 36. In 1868 he was made a Knight Templar and,
Knight of Malta in Oriental Commandery, No. 12. He ap-
plied for and soon obtained the high and distinguished de-
ees in the A. & A. Right, including the 32nd, in the Ohiv
overeign Grand Consistory at Cincinnati.

“In 1869 Brother Ramsay returned to Orillia, his former
residence in Canada, and there became still more prominent
in the craft by his strong: advocacy of the secession move-
ment of the Masons of the Province of Quebec. His views
were finally carried out. In acknowledgment of the great
services rendered the Grand Lodge of Quebec, that Supreme
Body, at the request of the Board of General Purposes,
unanimously elected him a Past Grand Junior Warden for
his many eminently valuable services.

“Up to this time there was not a Council of R. & S. M.’s
in Canada ; but, by his untiring exertions, he secuved a war-
rant for Shekinah, No. 1, from the Grand Council of New
Brunswick, and, on the formation of the Grand Council of
Ontario, he was unanimously elected Grand Recorder, and
in 1874 he represented the Grand Councils of Ohio and Ten-
nessee near it. The latter conferred on him the rank of
Past Deputy Grand Master. He wasalso an honorary mem-
ber of the Grand Council of New Brunswick, and held a com-
mission of Grand Representative of Ohio.

* * * * * *

“ Regarding the state of Cryptic Masonry in Canada, I am
sorry to say that I am not prepared to report anything of a
very encouraging nature ; for, while it is a conceded fact that
all of the various Masonic bodies seem to be fairly embalmed
in a cloud, the Cryptic Rite seems to have suffered as much,
if not more than any of the other bodies, till the feeling, the
interest in its work, presents almost a sort of “coma,” from
which nothing short of the most indefatigable exertion will
restore interest and impart new life. Of course there are
many causes for this state of feeling, and one of the princi-
pal ones is,—our Dominion is getiing too much Masonry ;
not too much of the principles and teachings any more than
of Christianity, but that the different bodies are getting too
numerous, and while this is a fact, many are, and have %een,
created under circumstances which ought not to obtain in
the Masonic world. The primary cause begins in the greed



THE SIXTEENTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY. 245

for office, and more or less of these subordinate bodies are
created and chartered for the purpose of conferring office
upon the prime movers, or charter members, offices which
they could not otherwise secure, and, after their term of
office has expired, the body rapidly sinks away, to be amal-
gamated into a stronger sister body, or drag out a miserable
existence, perhaps surrendering the charter entire; and I
find that this state of things is more or less encouraged by
District Officers, who longingly look for some higher posi-
tion in the nd bodies, and, in order to advance their
claims, proudly point to the work done in their districts, of
having recommended so many new bodies; caused to be
granted so many dispensations for charters, all of which,
under certain circumstances, is very meritorious; but where
so little interest is taken, every effort should be toward
creating -new life in the order, infusing an enthusiasm into
the almost lifeless bodies, bringing out the true principles, so
that the world may know there is something about the Order
well worth admiring, not second even to Ciristia.nity.”

The usual routine work was then taken up, the address
of the Grand Master was carefully reviewed, and the reports
of the Inspectors-General of Divisions were read, considered,
and reported on.

The election of officers was then proceeded with, when the
following were declared elected, and with the appointed offi-
cers were duly installed :—

M. IIl. Comp. E. H. Raymour, St. Thomas, M. Ill. Grand
Master.

R. IIl. Comp. S. G. Fairtlough, Kingston, R. Ill. Deputy G.
Master.

R. Ill. Comp. G. J. Bennett, Toronto, R.Ill. G. P. C. of Works,

M.J1L. Comp. D. McLellan, Hamilton, R. Ill. Grand Treasurer.

R. Ill. Comp. W. B. Doherty, St. Thomas,-R. Ill. G. C. of
Guard.

M. IlL (z;)mp. J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, M. Ill. Grand Re-
corder. '

R. Ill. Comp. W. R. Howse, Whitby, R. Ill. Grand Lecturer.

R. Ili. Comp. Rev. A. Anthony, Caledonia, R. Ill. Grand Chap-
ain,

The following Illustrious Companions were nominated as
Inspectors General of Divisions :—
R. Ill. Comp. H. A. Baxter, London, London Division.
R. Ill. Comp. Jno. Scoon, Guelph, Hamilton Division.
R. Ill. Comp. G. G. Rowe, Toronto, Toronto Division.
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R. Ill. Comp. D. Taylor, Ottawa, Ottawa Division.

R. IIL Comp R. L. Patterson, Barrie, Georgian Division.
R. Ill. Comp. 1. H. Stearns, Mont,real Quebec Division.
R. IIL Comp C. F. Forrest, Wlnmpeg, Manitoba Division.

The following Illustrious Companions were appointed by
the Grand Master :—

V. Ill. Comp. John Hetherington, Toronto, G. D. of Cere-
monies.
V. Ill. Comp. W. H. King, St. Thomas, Grand Conductor.
V. Ill. Comp. J. A. Carley, Winnipeg, Grand Organist.
g. il{ Comp. G. Greerrll: Amherstburgl,
. Ill. Comp. W. H. Taylor, Parkdale, <
V. 1l Gomp, Geo, Adanms, Windsor, ~  Orand Stewards.
V. Ill. Comp. T. G. Love, London,

MLMBERS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

M. IIl. Comps. Daniel Spry, J. K. Kerr, and J. G. Burns.

On motion it was resolved that the next annual a.ssembly
of the Grand Council be held at the city of Brockv1lle and
the Grand Council closed in AMPLE FORM.

SEgae



CHAPTER XXXVIIL

THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION—ANOTHER OF THE PIONEERS OF
THE CRYPTIC RITE PAssEs To THRE BEvyoND—PraIN Facrs coNn-
CERNING THE RITE.

@y dE Seventeeenth Annual Assembly opened in the
Masonic Hall, Brockville, on Tuesday, 12th July,
A 1887. Grand Master Raymour was in the East,

w54 with R. Ill. Comps. Fairtlough, G. J. Bennett,
Howse, Slatter, Nelles, E. Sheppard, R. L. Patterson,
John Scoon, G. G. Rowe, S. Dubber, A. N. Petitt, W. B.
Doherty, and M. Ill. Comps. Daniel Spry, David McLellan,
and J. Ross Robertson, Grand Recorder.

This year another blank was created in the Cryptic ranks.
M. Ill. Comp. Joshua George Burns, a past Grand Master,
an old and tried Companion, who had for years worked in
the Cryptic hive, was called by the messenger with silent
footfall. The Companion died in the month of May.

The Grand Master opened his address with a reference to
the work of the Rite. He then said :

“My labours, the past year, have been very arduous, and
almost of that character that disheartens the most sanguine.
As you all will remember that in my address to this Grand
Body last year, I plainly pointed out the cloud under which
we were labouring, and that nothing short of the most in-
defatigable efforts and hard work would bring the Cryptic
Rite of Canada to a living issue; that it required something
more than passiveness to interest the Companions and get a
little enthusiasm into the Order from various causes, and
while I have been successful far beyond my expectations,
there is much that remains to be done before the work is
completed—the old lethargy cradicated, new life-blood trans-
fused into the Masonic heart to cause it to beat with
strength and vigour, and to give life and a movement to the
arteries that disseminate and spread the true principles of
our beloved Order to the world.”

After reciting the official visits to the different Councils,
with details as to the work in each, the Grand Master said :
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“ The establishment and organization of so many ‘ Bene-
ficiary Societies’ in every city and town in Canada, organiz-
ations which, in their way, and for the purposes sought to be
obtained, are perfectly proper and right; at the same time,
they work very seriously against a full attendance at Masonic
meetings, as these several bodies, as a rule, hold their meet-
ings weekly, or at least semi-monthly, and, as there are so
many of them all showing the ‘ Beneficiary attachment’ to
the members and families of the Companions who belong, so
that after attending all these meetings, they have little or
no time left for the Masonic Orders, and hence these bodies
must of necessity suffer for lack of attendance, while the
others "thrive, simply because it becomes a matter of mo-
netary interest in the future, to the families of the members,
and T have sometimes thought that if our Masonic bodies
had the ¢ Beneficiary clause’ tacked on, like other kindred
bodies, no asylum in the country would be found large enough
to contain the multitude who wouldattend. Iam not speaking
of these bodies in a deprecatory way, as I belong to several
myself, and have ever held that it is the first duty of every
man to care first for bis family and self; afterwards at
liberty to enjoy secular honours, with the pleasures which
necessarily follow.”

In allusion to the appointments of Grand Representatives,
the Grand Master said :

“ In looking over the list of Grand Representatives to and
from this Grand Body, I find that it is very defective, and
should be most thoroughly revised and corrected ; as, in some
cases, the Representatives have moved away, some are dead,
others are not in the ranks, or belonging to the Order at all,
having dropped out years ago. Others were members of
dead or dormant councils, with not interest enough in their
souls to keep the fire burning on their own hearthstone,
which is all wrong; for my ideas are: that these exchanges
of Representatives by the different Grand Bodies should be
done for the good of the Order, which was the original in-
tent; that they should mean something more than an empty
title, more than the fact that the recipient is a member of.
the body he represents, or that he is a right royal compan-
ionable associate. To me it means that he be alive, and
most thoroughly alive, to the interest of the Order he repre-
sents, always ready to labour hard for the promulgation of
every principle that tends to bind the ties of brotherhood
still closer together, to promote unity of mind and heart, and
work to elevate the standard of the Order, perpetuate the
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close fraternal relationship which should ever exist among
the Companions, as members individually and bodies collect-
ively ; in short, be something else besides drones or dead
men. I would, therefore, suggest that the Grand Master
elect, assisted by the Grand Recorder, be instructed to
thoroughly revise the list of Grand Representatives and
enter into correspondence with our Sister Grand Bodies,
with the view of such a revision, so that by the end of
another Masonic year we may be able to present to this
Grand Body a list of Representatives, near to, and from
ours ; that will be an honour to the bodies represented, and
increase the interest in, and good fellowship toward, the
entire Order ; for, if there be honour in these matters, let it
be bestowed on those who have earned it in hard meritor-
ious work, and not given for fun to those so-called “Good
fellows.” ”

“ Again; I would further suggest that all dormant Coun-
cils, which have resuscitated anc% are again working, duly re-
presented in this Grand Body, be allowed to make returns
for this, the past year; that all dues, capita taxes, &e. &e.,
due this Grand Council for the years that they were so dor-
mant be remitted to them, and that the minutes be made to
so read ; that——Such Council lay dormant from——date to
——date, and that they again be allowed to begin life with
a clean sheet before them. _ '

. “I think that, at our annual meeting of last year, it was
though advisable and decided, to call in the charters of some
of the dormant Councils. This I have not done, and from
the present interest that is being manifested all over in the
Rite, I would not consider it good policy to do so, and I
would therefore suggest that they be allowed to remain
another year as they are, feeling assured that if the Grand
Officers elect perform their duties ﬁroperly and energetically
towards the discouraged ones, by the next annual meeting of
this Grand Body, there will not be a Council in Canada that
will not be working and have a representative on the floor
of Grand Council ; therefore, I would suggest that they re-
main as they are.

“ Finally, Companions, the time has arrived when you must
choose another to preside over you; and a word as to the
election of your officers. Take those whom you know to
have the interests of the Order at heart, those who are not
afraid to work, and work hard, forit will take hard work to
continue the work now begun. Our Treasury is nearly
depleted, which must be filled, as the work of this Grand
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Body requires funds to carry it on successfully; all the
necessary forms, certificates of all kinds, must be kept in
stock, which I learn are now nearly exhausted; printing
must be paid for, which cannot be done by an empty trea-
sury ; therefore, it behoves you and me that we use our best
material, both here and in the subordinate bodies, to select
our best men for officials ; for, these so-called good fellows
are good in their places, leaders in fun and frolic, at country
dances and excursion parties, but when they come right
down to hard work, they don’t seem to ever have time to

erfect themselves in their work ; other appointments which

eep them from the meetings on lodge nights ; in short, they
are just such Companions as we want in the ranks, and not
in office.”

The reports of the Inspectors-General of Divisions were
read and reported on, and the committee on the Grand
Master’s address was carefully considered. The committee
reported “that they note with satisfaction, the emulative
earnestness which has distinguished the official term of the
Grand Master, and join with him in the hope that the pro-
duct of his labours in the past year may be a stimulating
incentive to those who accept the honours and responsibili-
ties for the coming Cryptic period. The numerous visits
paid to the working Councils by the Grand Master will have
left behind them a germ that, if cared for, must blossom into
healthy vitality, and bring forth fruit in due course. The
suggestion that the list of Grand Representatives be revised
is one that commends itself to your Committee, and the hope
is expressed that it may be acted upon.”

The following Companions were then elected, and with
the appointed officers were installed :

M. Ill. Comp. E. H. Raymour, St. Thomas, M. Ill. Grand
Master.

R. Ill. Comp. P. J. Slatter, Toronto, Deputy Grand Master.

R. Ill. Comp. D. Taylor, Ottawa, P. C. V&P

M. Ill. Comp. D. McLellan, Hamilton, Grand Treasurer.

M. IlL. Comp. J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, Grand Recorder.

R. IlL Comp. W. R. Howse, Whitby, Grand Capt. of Guard.

R. IlL. Comp. Jas. Douglas, Toronto, Grand Lecturer.

R.IIL Comp. Rev. A. Anthony, Caledonia, Grand Chaplain.

The following were appointed by the Grand Master :

V. IlL Comp. J. A. Nelles, Guelph, Grand Director of Cere-
monies,

V. Ill. Comp. A. Chatfield, Ottawa, Grand Conductor.
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V. Ill. Comp. R. G. Makins, Grand Sentinel.

V. Ill. Comp. George Gott, Amherstburg,

V.I1l. Comp. Alex. Bruce, Guelph, }Grand Stewards.
V. Ill. Comp. Joseph Parks, Windsor,

And, on the nomination of the Representatives of their
respective Divisions, the following Companions were elected

INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF DIVISIONS:

R. Ill. Comp. W. B. Doherty, St. Thomas, London Division.

R. Ill. Comp. S. R. Moffatt, Guelph, Hamilton Division.

R. Ill. Comp. G. J. Bennett, Toronto, Toronto Division.

R. Il Comp. 8. C. Fairtlough, Kingston, Ottawa Division.

R. Ill. Comp. I. H. Stearns, Montreal, Quebec Division.

R. Ill. Comp. E. E. Sheppard, Toronto, Georgian Division.
The members of Executive Committee elected were M.

I1l. Comps. D. Spry, J. K. Kerr, and J. B. Nixon.

Toronto was selected as the next place of meeting, and
Grand Council closed its labours.




CHAPTER XXXVIIL

TRE OUuTLOOK FoR THE CRYPTIC RITE—THE REASONS WHY THIS AND
OTHER COMPLIMENTARY DEGREES HAVE TO STRUGGLE FOR Exis-
TENCE—A REVIEW OF THE SITUATION—CONCLUSIONS AS TO THE
FUTURE.

Qv

RHE Cryptic organization, as with other allied rites,
has had its struggle for existence. The outlook
in Canada in its early years betokened a certain

& | amount of prosperity, and as the Rite climbed
mto manhood many had fond hopes that the efforts of its
sponsors would be crowned with a long and hap;i‘ y old age.
Yet it looks as if this view were disappointing. he writer
does not volunteer an opinion as to the prosperity of the
Rite in any but the Canadian jurisdiction, and yet he fancies
that in other lands the Cryptic banner has been held to the
fore only by combined effort on the part of sincere compan-
ions, who, marshalled in solid phalanx, have nerved them-
selves to keep the organization in a healthy state. In Can-
ada in the early years its prosperity was phenomenal. Asto
its future there is deep-rooted doubt. In this and other
Jurisdictions not only the Cryptic, but other complimentary
or honorary degrees have had to contend with the competi-
tion of benefit societies, and the fact that Crypticism has not
been in the van of success, since benefit societies gained a
temporary foothold, is evidence that these organizations have
militated against the Cryptic Rite. We ask ourselves what
is the future of the Rite? What is the experience in Can-
ada and in the United States ? and we get an answer in one
form and another, strengthening the belief that the Rite is
not gaining that meed of success to which its history, and
the beauty of its ceremonial gives it a title. Crypticism will
always have a struggle for existence. The primal degrees
magnetize and draw men to the Craft fold. The Royal Arch
degrees, closely allied as they are to those of the Craft, have
also an attraction for the young initiates Templansm
gathers in a goodly number. The Scottish Rite has a limit-
ed constituency, but the Cryptic Rite seems to languish, and
in very many jurisdictions is only held together by the na-
252
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tural fraternity of men, who cling to the old love, and have
enough ambition left to invite others to take part in the
work of the secret vault. Companions are thus stimulated
to make the completed edifice worthy of those who a cen-
tury ago sowed the seeds of a Rite that has in it the germ
of all that is essential to the completion of the Royal Arch,
with a beauty of ceremonial that awakens an interest in the
minds of the initiates leading to higher thoughts. and elevat-
ing all Masonry in the estimation of the select and happy
few whose names grace the Cryptic roll. The charge that
we have too much Masonry is not an unreasonable one. The
Masonic field is replete with degrees. Craft Masonry mo-
nopolizes the love, interest, and ambition of thousands of
men who go no further. Their fervor for the Order cools at
the third degree, and hence the justice of the statement that
we are making—too many members and not enough Ma-
sons. As we glance along the roll of the higher degrees we
find that the constituency becomes limited, and the interest
wanes. Those who do cling to the Rock have too much
pride to let go, and their enthusiasm kindles a flame in the
hearts of those who seek after more light. Whether history
will repeat itself and the Cryptic and the other allied de-
grees be enabled to stand against the interest created by the
benefit societies of the present day, is a story for the future.
So far in Canada the prospects are not of the brightest, and
yet there may be a silver lining to this cloud of doubt; the
day-dream of our lives may be realized, and a fresh inter-
est, a new-born enthusiasm, an inspiration for another exis-
tence, may be waiting for those who hold fast to the faith,
and feel that in the degrees of Royal and Select Master,
there is enduring strength that can withstand the giant wave
of success whli](ﬁl seems to attend those modern organiza-
tions, planted as they are like pines in Southern forests, all
over this great continent.




