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Abstrart of Proceedings

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

——C———

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

MARCH 11, A.L. 5374,

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST WORSHIP-

PUL GrRAND LoDGE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF Mas-
SACHUSETTS was held at the Masonic Temple, in the
city of Boston, on Wednesday, the eleventh day of
March, A.L. 5874, A.D. 1874.

OFFICERS PRESENT.
M.W. SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON Grand Master.

R.W. PERCIVAL L. EVERETT . . Deputy Grand Master.

R.W. WiLLiAM T. GRAMMER . . Senior Grand Warden.
R.W.CHARLES G. REED . . . . Junior Grand Warden.

R.W. JoAN McCCLELLAN . . . . Grand Treasurer.
R.W.CHarLEs H. TrTus . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.
R.W. GEORGE P. SANGER . . . Corresponding Grand Secretary.
R.W. WnLiaM T. R. MArRvIN . . D.D.G. Master, District No. 1
R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH . . o ¢  District No. 3
R.W.CHARLES A. WELCH . . . ¢ “  District No. 4
R.W. GEORGE F.BREgp . . . . “ ¢ District No. 5.
R.W. JosepH S. Howeg . . . . ¢ ¢ District No. 6.
RW.HENRY P.PERKINS . . . . o *  District No. 7
R.W. BOWDOIN S. PARKER . . . ¢ ‘¢  District No. 8.
R W.GEORGE E. StAcY . . . . o ¢ District No._12.

(%)
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The Grand Lodge was opened in AMmpLE Form at
two o’clock p. M., with prayer by W. Brother Rev.
Joshua Young, Grand Chaplain.

The Records of the Annual and Stated Communica-
tions of December, 1873, were read and approved.

The Records of the Special Communications of Jan-
vary 12, 1874, at Webster, for the purpose of dedi-
cating the new Masonic Hall of Webster Lodge; J an-
uary 23, 1874, at the Grand Lodge Hall, Masonic
Temple, Boston, for the purpose of installing R. W.
Charlee A. Welch into his office of District Deputy
Grand Master; and January 30, 1874, at Fairhaven,
for the purpose of constituting Concordia Lodge, dedi-
cating its hall and installing its officers, weré read and
approved.

By-Laws and amendments to By-Laws from the fol-
lowing Lodges were presented for approval, and referred
to the Committee on By-Laws:

PAuL REVERE, North Bridgewater. MouNT LEBANON, Boston.

SAINT MARTIN'S, Chatham. CoLuMBIAN, Boston.
MounTt Morian, Westfield. ASULER, Rockport.
ABERDOUR, Boston. LURAT, Quincy.
NEWTON, Wilbraham. MouNT HoreEB, Woburn.

Proxies were presented from

AxcIENT LANDMARK LODGE, Shanghai, China, in favor of R.W.
Bro. WiLLiax F. SaLMoN.
CHARLES C. DaAME LODGE, Georgetown, in favor of BrRo. SAMUEL

F. MALBON.
REPUBLICAN LODGE, Greenfield, in favor of R.W. BRo. Bowbox

S. PARKER.
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HypE PArRx LoDGE, Hyde Park, in favor of W. Bro. HENRY S.
BunTON.

NEwTON LODGE, Wilbraham, in favor of W. BRO. ALBERT S.
NEWTON.

CONSTELLATION I.ODGE, Dedham, in favor of BRO. SANFORD CAR-
ROLL.

WILDER LODGE, Leominster, in favor of W. Bro. Josepr P.
LoOCKEY.

The Brethren were recognized accordingly.

Pheenix Lodge, Hanover, having returned its Dis-
pensation, with a record of its doings while acting
under authority of the same, and a copy of its By-
Laws, presen'ted a petition for a Charter, and the.same
was referred to the Committee on Charters.

PEITHON FOR CHARTER FOR PHENIX LODGE.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Todge of Free and AMGd Masons of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetls :

We, the undersigned, Master Masons, to whom your Most
Worshipful Grand Master issued a Dispensation, bearing date
February 21, 18173, empowering us to form and open a Lodge,
now returning our Dispensation with a record of all our Pro-
ceedings and our By-Laws, respectfully pray, if these be
approved, for a Charter of Constitution, empowering us with
those who may hereafter join us, under the name of Pheenix
Lodge, of Hanover, in the county of Plymouth, to perform all
the ceremonies and discharge all the duties, at said Hanover,
appertaining to Ancient Craft Masonry, in accordance with the
Constitutions of the Grand Lodge.

FRrANCIS P. ARNOLD. GEORGE B. OLDHAM.
LEvi R. BUTLER. RoOBERT S. TALBOT.
EpWARD M. SWEENY. STEPHEN W. BAILEY.
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RopoLPHUS C. WATERMAN. TraomAs H. TILDEN.
THOMAS B. WATERMAN. R. SYLVESTER, JR.
JoHN O. FRENCH. FRANK A. DAviSs.
JOHN CUDWORTH. J. H. CosTILEY.

L. E. CHAMBERLIN. MELZAR C. BAILEY.
CHARLES F. PHILLIPS. WiILLARD TORREY.
CALvIN T. PHILLIPS. JoRxN C. Nasir

Hira W. BATES.

CHARLES W. SPARRELL.

JoHN G. FISHER.
JOHX S. BARKER.
AXsSoN HATCH.
IsaAc G. STETSON.

Esexezer T. Foce.
JosErH H. CORTHELL.
EzekIieL T. VINAL.
JosSePH F. STETSON.
JOSEPH STOCKDALE.
BERNARD DAMON.

Isaac W. HOWLAND. ALBERT S. GREENE.

HANOVER, March 9, 1874.

The Grand Secretary submitted the petition of Dan-
iel T. Witherbee, of Westborough, for formal healing,
and it was referred to the Committee on Healing.

The proceedings of Dalhousie Lodge, Newtonville,
in the trial of Wells D. Meek, were presented for ex-
amination and approval, and were referred to the Com-
mittee on Trials,

The proceedings of Orange Lodge, Orange, in the
trial of Horace L. Jones, were presented for examina-
tion and approval, and were referred to the Committee
on Trials. .

The Grand Master called the attention of the Grand
Lodge to a complaint which had been submitted to him
from Trinity Lodge, of Clinton, against Wilder Lodge,
of Leominster, in a matter relating to jurisdiction, and
suggested the propriety of referring the same to a com-
nittee, and on motion, the subject matter was referred
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to R.W. Charles J. Danforth, W. Benjamin F. At-

wood and W. William J. Stevens.

R.W. Tracy P. Cheever submitted the following
amendment to Part IV., Article IIL., Section , of
the Grand Constitutions:

Strike out, in the fourth line of said Section, the
words ““ most convenient,’”’ and insert, instead thercof,

the word ‘¢ nearest.”’
The proposed amendment was referred to R.W.
Charles J. Danforth, W. Benjamin F. Atwood and W.
William J. Stevens.
The roll of the Lodges was called by the W. Grand
Marshal, and the following were found to be repre-

sented :

ADELPHI.

ANCIENT LANDMARK.

ANCIENT YORK.

ARTISAN.

ATHELSTAN.

ATHOL.

BAALBEC.

BELMONT.

BeTHESDA (Brighton).

BETHESDA
(Valparaiso).

BLACKSTONE RIVER.

BRISTOL.

CALEB BUTLER.

CHARLES A, WELCH.

CHARLES C. DAME.

CrARLES H. Trtus.

COLUMBIAN.

GONSTELLATION.

CORINTHIAN.

DALOOUSIE.

DeLTA. | LAFAYETTE
ELEUSIS. (Boston Highlands).
EssEx. MASSACHUSETTS.
EUREKA. MERIDIAN.
GATE OF THE TEMPLE. MERRIMACK.
GERMANIA. Mizram.

GOOD SAMARITAN. MONITOR.
GRECIAN. MORNING STAR.
HAMMATT. MORNING SUN.
HAMPDEN. MONTACUTE.
HyYDE PARK. MONTGOMERY.
IonNic (Taunton). Mosaic.

ISAAC PARKER.
JonN CUTLER.
JouN T. HEARD.
JonN WARREN.
JORDAN.

JOSEPH W ARREN.
KILWINNING.
King SoLoMON.
KONOHASSETT.

MoOUNT CARMEL.
MounT HoLLis.
MouNt HoREB
(Woburn).
MoUNT LEBANON.
MoUNT OLIVET.
MouNT TARBOR.
Mount TowM.
MouUNT VERNON.
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. NEWTON. QUINSIGAMOND. STAR IN THE EAST.
NorroLk UNION. RABBONI. STAR OF BETHLEIIEM.
OLp CoLonY. REPUBLICAN. Starr KING.

OLIvE BraNCH. SAINT ANDREW’S. TEMPLE.

ORANGE. SAINT BERNARD. TRINITY.

ORIENT. SAINT JOHN'S (Boston). UNITED BRETIIREN.
OrpHAN's HOPE. SAINT MATTHEW’S.  WILDER.

PALESTINE. SAINT PAvL (Ayer). WiLLiaM NORTH.
PENTUCKET. SamNnT PavL’s . WILLIAM PARKMAN.
PEQUOSSETTE. (South Boston). WiLLiaM StTTON.
PLYMOUTH. S1LoAM. . WinsLow LEwis.
PurNad. SoLomoN’s TEMPLE.

The Grand Master announced the following Standing
Committees :

ON TRIALS AND HEALING.

R.W. Bro. TRACY P. CHEEVER.
W. Bro. FREDERICK D. ELY.
‘W. Bro. EsTus A. HENDERSON.

ON BY-LAWS.

R.W. Bro. WrLLIAM F. SALMON.
W. Bro. JOEL SEAVERNS.
W. Bro. THOMAS W. Davis.

ON CHARTERS,

R.W. Bro. Ivory H. PoPE.
W. Bro. WrLLiAM R. WILSON.
W. Bro. THOMAS WATERMAN, JR.

The Committee on Healing submitted the following :

REPORT ON THE PETITION OF ARCHIBALD MASON, OF
EAST HAMPTON, FOR FORMAL HEALING.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
March 11, 1874,

The Committee on Healing, to whom was referred the petition
of Archibald Mason, of East Hampton, for formal healing,
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having duly considered the facts stated in said petition, with
other facts disclosed in documents on file, respectfully report: °

That the petitioner, who is a resident of the town of East
Hampton and within the jurisdiction of Ionic Lodge, located in
said town, on two occasions, made application for the degrees in
Masonry, to said Lodge, and on each occasion was rejected.
In the year 1872, one year after his second application to Ionic
Lodge was rejected, he made a visit to Scotland, his native
country, and while there, presented a verbal application for the
degrees, as he alleges, through a friend, to Renfrew County
Kilwinning Lodge, No. 870, in Paisley. This Lodge accepted
his application and conferred the degrees upon him, as it seems,
without making any inquiry whether he had before, elsewhere,
applied for the degrees. He claims that he made the applica-
tion to the Lodge in Scotland in good faith, and without intent
to violate the regulations of this Grand Lodge, assigning as a
reason for this claim, the fact, that ¢ the question was not asked
me if I had made application elsewhere.” This is, indeed,
the only reason set forth in the petition, and is far from satis-
factory as a ground for sustaining his claim of good faith, and
the absence of any intent to violate the laws of this jurisdic-
tion. The circumstance of his two-fold rejection. by a Lodge
having sole jurisdiction over him, was one of very grave sig-
nificance. It carried with it certain consequences bearing upon
all his future Masonic aspirations or attempts to connect him-
self with the Fraternity, which consequences were likely either
to be definitely known, or at least to be thought of by any per-
son of ordinary intelligence and character. When the peti-
tioner, thus twice rejected, while merely sojourning in another
country, and seeking the degrees in a Lodge of that countr;y,
discovered that that Lodge did not interest itself sufficiently to
ask whether he had made a prior application, it would seem,
nevertheless, to have been his imperative duty to have disclosed
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to that Lodge the fact of such application, and the rejections
which followed it, at least, if he desired to impress this Grand
Lodge with a belief in his good faith, and the absence of intent
to violate our regulations, in thus seeking and receiving the
degrees.

At a regular communication of Ionic Lodge, it was unani-
mously voted to recommend the petition ‘‘to the favorable con-
sideration of the Grand Lodge.” The somewhat guarded and
peculiar phraseology of this vote, may be interpreted, perhaps,
as a desire on the part of the Lodge, that the petition shall be
granted and the petitioner healed, or simply as a wish that the
Grand Lodge shall treat the matter as favorably to the peti-
tioner as the regulations and usages of the Fraternity will per-
mit, on the case stated by him. Your committee believe the
latter to be the correct interpretation of the vote of Ionic
Lodge. For, indeed, no Lodge, by solemn vote, can be pre-
sumed to desire the formal healing of a person which it has re-
jected in the exercise of its loyal Masonic duty, unless he
brings himself within the rule and practice of the Grand Lodge
in such cases. That rule and practice, so often laid down in
similar applications, is this : the petitioner must show that his
irregular reception of the degrees proceeded from a pardonable
ignorance of our regulations, and, of course, with no intent to
violate them ; that it was in good faith, and that he is at least,
prima facie, worthy of a lawful connection with the Fraternity ;
or, in other words, that his error was onec of form alone. If
cither of these elements be wanting, the petitioner rightfully
fails in his application for healing. In the present case, from
what has been already observed, the good faith of the petitioner
in receiving the degrees in the Scotch Lodge, does not, in the
judgment of your committee, sufficiently appear to warrant the
Grand Lodge in the granting of his petition. There has, fur-
thermore, been filed in this case a document, upon the inspec-
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tion of which, at least, very grave doubts arise as to the moral
fitness of the petitioner to become legitimately connected with
the Fraternity. The suggestions of this document, had they
been made to Ionic Lodge, might have caused its members to
hesitate in the adoption of the vote before spoken of. Your
committee, considering how accessible the printed Proceedings
of the Grand Lodge often are to the eyes of the profane, do not
think it wise to place upon record many statements affecting
personal character, that are presented in such cases. It is
enough that all documents on file, are open to the inspection of
the Brethren who desire to examine them. Upon the whole
case, your committee are constrained to recommend that the
prayer of the petitioner be denied.
For the Committee,
Tracy P. Creever, Chairman.

The report was accepted and the recommendation
adopted.

The Committee on Trials presented their

REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF DALHOUSIE LODGE,
IN THE TRIAL OF WELLS D. MEEK.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
' March 11, 1874.

The Committee on Trials, to whom was referred the record of
Dalhousie Lodge, containing the proceedings of that Lodge in
the trial of Wells D. Meek, December 23, 1873, have examined
these proceedings, and respectfully report :

That the charge against the respondent, which was presented
by Brother Horatio F. Allen, Secretary of the Lodge, embraces
three points of .specification, all of which are properly set forth
as follows: JFirst. That the respondent, at Boston, on the
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twenty-third day of August, 1873, falsely made, forged and
counterfeited the name of one J. J. Hayes, upon the back of a
certain promissory note (a copy of which is annexed), for the
payment of money, with the intent thereby to injure and defraud.
Second. That, in said Boston, on the same date, the respondent
bad in his possession and custody a certain promissory note, with
the name of the said Hayes forged and counterfeited on the back
thereof, knowing the same to be forged and counterfeited, and
that he did, then and there, utter and publish the same, with in-
tentto defraud. Third. That the respondent has utterly deserted
his family, and left them without any visible means of support.

The respondent was duly notified to appear at the time
designated for the trial, and a copy of the charges against him
was left at his last known place of abode twenty-five days prior
to the appointed time.

At the special communication of the Lodge on December 23,
1873, which was held for the purpose of the trial, the respondent
was duly called by the Marshal, but did not appear, and
Brother A. B. Underwood was appointed by the W.M. to act
as counsel for the defence, Brother Emery Grover having been
selected to represent the Lodge in prosecution. The testimony
bearing upon the third charge, to wit, the desertion of his
family, was given verbally by Brother F. C. Lyon, who was
connected by marriage with the respondent. This testimony
was not deemed by the Lodge sufficient to establish the truth of
the allegations of this charge, and accordingly, upon this, the
respondent was acquitted.

The testimony adduced in support of the first and second
charges consisted of the depositions of John J. Hayes and
Rufus Estabrook. These depositions were taken for use dt the
trial, because the deponents are not members of the Fraternity,
and after sufficient notice to the respondent to be present at the
taking, before the Magistrate. The depositions — the statements
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in which were not contradicted or controlled by any other
evidence in the case — are sufficient to establish both the first and
second specifications, namely, forgery, and the uttering of a
forged note with intent to defraud. One hundred and ten
members of the Lodge were present at the trial, eighty of whom
voted guilty on the first specification, and ninety-two guilty on
the second specification. Upon the question of sentence, the
record states that a large majority voted for expulsion. In this
respect the record is erroneous, inasmuch as the actual number
of those who voted thus should have been given. There seems
to be no reason to doubt the fairness of Dalhousie Lodge in the
proceedings of this trial, nor the justice of the verdict and
sentence. The attention of the Grand Lodge should, however,
be directed to a matter of serious import, which arises from an
inspection of the record of the proceedings. It seems that the
members of Dalhousic Lodge were not simply notified, but were
summoned to attend at this trial; and in the summons, the
requirement of the Grand Lodge, and the duty of the members
in respect to a summons, were clearly stated. Nevertheless, the
record of this trial shows that out of a roll of members numbering
one hundred and ninety-six, eighty-six were absent, and only one
hundred and ten present. Had all the members been in
attendance, the number neccessary for a conviction upon either
of the specifications would have been ninety-nine. But the
highest vote obtained for conviction in this case was ninety-two,
on the second specification, a conviction, indeed, by a minority
of the members of the Lodge. Inasmuch as it is not only the
duty of all the members of the Lodge to respond to its sum-
mons, and only absence from town, or stringent necessity,
furnish an excuse for disregarding it, and inasmuch as it is the
clear right of the respondent, as well as of the Lodge, to have
the judgment of every member applied to the case, the remark-
able proportion of absentees from this trial deserves the notice
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of the Grand Lodge. It is not the purpose of your committee
to vindicate the wisdom of this ancient rule of the common
law of Masonry in regard to the obligation of a regular sum-
mons. But when a Lodge, for the general interest of the Fra-
ternity, as well as for its own reputation, undertakes the exercise
of the high prerogative of trying a Brother, and exposing him
to the shame and disgrace of expulsion, both the forms and the
spirit of Masonic law should be carefully observed. Indeed, it
is easy to see what mischief might arise in a doubtful case, or
in a case in which the testimony should be conflicting or nicely
balanced, if a minority of the actual members of a Lodge shall
suffice to pronounce a verdict, while a number sufficient to con-
stitute a majority is allowed the privilege of absence when duly
summoned to appear. If, through indifference, or from any
other reason not recognized by the laws of Masonry as suffi-
cient to excuse absence, a large number of the members be per-
mitted to disregard the sammons of their Lodge, not only will
the administration of its affairs be liable to fall under the con-
trol of cliques and minorities, but the safeguards and rights of
respondents under charges, which may be safely committed to
majorities, will fail to be maini.ained, and the whole' Fraternity
may thereby suffer reproach. ’

In the present case, it does not appear from the record, that
any notice was taken by-the W.M. of Dalhousie Lodge, or by
any of its members, of the very large number of absentees who
neglected the summons. Fortunately, indeed, for the cause of
justice, it is altogether probable that, had all the members at-
tended at this trial, a similar proportion of the entire Lodge
would have cast a vote of guilty on the first and second speci-
fications. This circumstance, while relieving the case of
embarrassments which might have arisen in a case of doubtful
evidence, by no means relieves the absent members of the Lodge
from the charge of a palpable neglect of duty. What remedy

3 -
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is to be applied hereafter, in cases of similar violation of duty,
it will be for the wisdom of the Grand Lodge to determine, and
your committee have discharged their consciences by thus
bringing the subject to notice. Considering the substantial
justice that appears to have been rendered by virtue of these
proceedings, your committee respectfully recommend that they
be confirmed.
For the Committee,
' Tracy P. CuEever, Chairman.

*  The report was accepted, and the action of Dalhou-
sie Lodge confirmed, whereby Wells D. Meek is
expelled from all the rights and privileges of Freema-
sonry. :
On motion of R.W. John McClellan, five hundred
dollars were appropriated for charity, to.be disbursed
by the Committee on Charity.

The Committee on Trials submitted their

REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF ORANGE LODGE, IN
* THE TRIAL OF HORACE L. JONES.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
March 11, 1874,

The Committee on Trials, to whom was referred the record
of the proceedings of Orange Lodge, in the trjal of Bro. Horace
L. Jones, respectfully report :

That charges sufficient, both in form and substance, were
preferred against Bro. Jones, and a special communication of
the Lodge, for the trial of these charges, was held on the second
day of February last. Evidence in support of the charges was
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. offered, a unanimous vote of guilty was given, and the punish-
ment by the same vote was erpulsion, although, whether from
membership or from the rights and benefits of Masonry dogs
not appear. The determination of this question is, however,
of slight consequence, inasmuch as the whole proceedings at
the trial are void and of no effect, for the want of notice to the
respondent, as required by the Grand Regulations. The
respondent was not present at the trial, nor does he appear by
-the record, either to have done or omitted anything whereby
the positive requirements of the regulations was waived.
Your committee, therefore, can only recommend that the judg-
ment of Orange Lodge, in the present case, be set aside, and
that a new trial of the respondent, after proper service upon
him, may be had, if the Lodge shall desire such trial.

For the Committee,
Tracy P. CreeveRr, Chairman.

The report was accepted and the recommendation

adopted.
The Committee on By-Laws presented their report,
which was accepted, and its recommendations adopted.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.
IN GRAND LODGE, BOSTON, March 11, 1874,

The Committee on By-Laws report that they have examined
the amendments to the By-Laws of Newton Lodge, Wilbraham,
Saint Martin’s Lodge, Chatham, Mount Moriah Lodge, West-
field, Aberdour Lodge, Boston, and the full code presented by
Columbian Lodge, Boston, and recommend their approval.

In the By-Laws of Mount Lebanon Lodge, Boston, Ashler
Lodge, Rockport, and Paul Revere Lodge, North Bridgewater,
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the committee have made some slight changes. With these,
and a description of the seal being furnished by Ashler and
P'aul Revere Lodges, the committee recommend their approval.

The committee also recommend the approval of the By-Laws
of Hampden Lodge, Springfield, when a description of the seal
is furnished.’

Respectfully submitted,
THoMas W. Davis,
For the Commsliee.

The Committee on Charters made report, which was

adopted, and a Charter granted to Phcenix Lodge,
Hanover.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
March 11, 1874
The committee to whom was referred the petition of Pheenix

Lodge, of Hanover, for Charter, report :

That they have carefully examined the By-Laws and Records
of said Lodge, while under Dispensation. The By-Laws con-
tain all that is necessary for the government of the Lodge,
conform to the Grand Constitutions, and are recommended for
approval.

The Records, though not as carefully engrossed as is desira-
ble, are evidently a full and true transcript of the proceedings,
and show the initiation of eleven candidates during the year.

All dues having been paid to the Grand Treasurer, your com-
mittee recommend that a Charter be issued as prayed for.

Respectfully submitted,
Ivory H. PorE,
For the Commiitee.

.
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The Grand Master announced the death of R.W.
Robert Stuart Bruns, Past Grand Master of Masons
of South Carolina, on the fourteenth of February last,
and read the following extract from his farewell address
to the Brethren of the Grand Lodge, in December
last, on the occasion of resigning his office of Grand
Master:

“ And now I lay down, with the office which your confidence
has 80 long bestowed upon me, my life’s work. Those of you
who know me best, best know with what unswerving zeal, and
with what single devotion, from the first hour of my manhood
to this day, I have spent and been spent in the service of Ma-
sonry. Standing, as I do, upon that narrow span which divides
time from eternity, I look back upon that portion of the first,
which I fain trust will prepare me for the latter, and without
any reservation can unfeignedly say, that next to the holy
precepts of our divine religion, her service has best fitted
me (if, save by God’s mercy alone, man can be fitted) to
answer with trembling hope to the declaration: ¢ Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these, My brethren, ye
have done it unto Me.” My heart’s desire and prayer is, that
our Order may.grow in strength and unity, that our counsels
may be blest with all wisdom, our officers endued with all
knowledge and zeal, and our Craftsmen with every perfect gift.
If my tongue falters when it would utter thanks for the large
confidence and the distinguished consideration with which you
have ever honored me, believe me that it is because the heart is
too full for utterance. The emotions that crowd upon me in
this supreme moment beggar language. I can only stammer
out a heartfelt God bless you! and a solemn farewell | ’
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The Grand Master stated that it afforded him great
pleasure to announce to the Grand Lodge, that a sat-
isfactory agreement had been effected between the
Grand Lodge of Canada and the Grand Lodge of
Quebec, but as no official communication had yet been
received from those Grand Bodies, no action on the
part of our Grand Lodge would seem to be called for
to-day.

No further business appearing, the Grand Lodge was
closed in AMpLE ForM, at thirty minutes past three
o’clock, p.M., with prayer by W. Rev. Joshua Young,
Grand Chaplain.

A true abstract from the Records.

Attest :
Crartes H. Trrus,
Recording Grand Secretary.
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Abstrart of Proceedings

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

JUNE 10, A.T. 5674

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST WORSHIP-

FuL GRAND LoDGE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF Mas-
gacHUSETTS was held at the Masonic Temple, in the
city of Boston, on Wednesday, the tenth day of June,
AL 5874, A.D. ]874.‘

OFFICERS PRESENT.
M.W. SERENO DwicHT NICKERSON Grand Master.

RW. PercivaL L. EVERETT . . Deputy Grand Master.
RW. WiLLiaM T. GRAMMER . . Senior Grand Warden.
RW.ELwsAal W.Burras . . . Junior Grand Warden.
RW.Joux McCLELLAN . . . . Grand Treasurer.

R.W.CHARLES H. TrTus . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.

BW. WiLrLiax T. R. MArvIN . . D.D.G. Mmt.er, District No. 1.
R.W. WiLrtam H . Kext . . . . ¢ District No. 2.
R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH . . ¢ ¢ District No. 3.
RW.CHARLES A. WELCH . . . ¢ *  District No. 4.
R.W. GEorGe F.BReep . . . . ¢ ¢ District No. 5.
RW.Joseprt S. Howe . . . . s ¢ District No. 6.
R.W.HeNRY P. PERKINS . . . . o *  District No. 7.
R.W. WrLLiaM J. Sawin . . . “ ¢, District No. 10.

(27)
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R.W. JoserH B. KNOX
R.W. GeEorGE E. STACY . .
R.W. GEORGE L. RHOADS .

R.W. ABRAHAM H. HOWLAND, JR. “ ¢

R.W. JouN W. ATwooDp . .
R.W.EDWARD AVERY . .
R.W. JouN WETHERBEE . .

ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF

[June 10,

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
18.

. D.D.G. Master, District No.
.- ¢ ¢ District No.
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District No.
. District No.
. o ¢ District No.

o “  District No.

3 [T}

[ “

W. REv. ALoNzo H. QuiNT, D.D. Grand Chaplain.

W. WiLLiAM H. CBESSMAN .
W.Moses G. Lyon . . .
W.JonN ViaLL . . . . .
W. ATweLL F. WRIGHT .
W. HENRY A. BROWN . . .
W. HEXRY AUSTIN WHITNEY
W. LoVELL BICKNELL .

W. JoUN M. RODOCANACHI
W. E. DANA BANCROFT, }
W. CEPHAS BRIGHAM,

Bro. Joun B. RHODES as .
Bro. BENJAMIN F. NOURSE .

Grand Marshal.
Senior Grand Deacon.

. Junior Grand Deacon.
Senior Grand Steward.
Junior Grand Steward.
Grand Sword-Bearer.

. Grand Standard-Bearer.

. Grand Pursuivant.

Grand Lecturers.

Grand Organist.
Grand Tyler.

PERMANENT MEMBERS PRESENT.
R.W. WiLLiaAM D. COOLIDGE .

R.W. CHARLES C. DAME
R.W. WiLLIAM S. GARDNER
R.W. Asraniam A. DAME .
R.W. REv. E. M. P. WELLS

R.W. Rev. Lucrus R. PAIGE .

R.W. G. WASHINGTON WARREN
R.W. CHARLES LEVI WOODBURY

R.W. HENRY CHICKERING .
R.W. WiLLIAM SUTTON . .
R.W. DaviD W. CRAFTS .
R.W. Isaac H. WRriGHT .
R.W. WYzEMAN MARSHALL
R.W. Ivory H. PorE . .
R.W. ELiuaAH W. BURR . .
R.W. TracY P. CHEEVER

W. HENRY G. Fay .

W. MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS .

W. NATHANIEL GREENE .
W. HENRY J. PARKER . . .
BRO. FRANK E. JONES . ,

Past Grand Master.
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. Past Deputy Grand Master.

.
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R.W.ANDREW G. SmitH . . . . of the Committee on Returns.
W. SaxueL A. B. Brage . . . o i ¢

The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE ForM at
two o’clock p. M., with prayer by W. Brother Rev.
Alonzo H. Quint, D.D., Grand Chaplain, and singing.

The Record of the Quarterly Communication of
March 11, 1874, was approved without reading, the
same having been distributed among the members in
printed form.

The Records of the Special Communications of March
31, 1874, at Chelsea, for the purpose of dedicating
the new Masonic Hall of Star of Bethlehem and Rob-
ert Lash Lodges; and April 9, 1874, at Hanover, for
the purpose of constitu ing Pheenix Lodge, dedicating
its hall and installing its officers, were read and
approved. .

By-Laws and amendments to By-Laws from the fol-
lowing Lodges were presented for approval, and ref.rred
to the Committee on By-Laws:

CHARLES A. WELCH, Maynard. RoswELL LEE, Springfield.

WEBSTER, Webster. HAYDEN, Brookfield.
SoLoMoN’s TEMPLE, Uxbridge. BrLue Hirr, Canton.
ORIENTAL, Edgartown. WiLLIAM SUTTON, Saugus.
WinsLow LEwis, Boston. Mysric, Pittsfield.

BLACKSTONE RIVER, Blackstone. BAALBEC, East Boston.

A Proxy was presented from

EzEKIEL BATES LoDGE, Attleborough, in favor of Bro. BENJAMIN
B. K1xG.

The Brother was recognized accordingly.
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The Grand Secretary submitted the petition of C.
S. Brewster, of Attleborough, for formal healing, and
it was referred to the Committee on Healing.

The proceedings of Saint John’s Lodge, Boston, in
the trial of Selon Thornton; of Massachusetts Lodge,
Boston, in the trial of James H. Nichols; and of Bay
State Lodge, Montague, in the trial of Addison D.
Welch, were presented for examination and approval,
and were referred to the Committee on Trials.

The amended record of the proceedings of Orange
Lodge, Orange, in the trial of Horace L. Jones, were
presented for examination and approval, and were re-
ferred to the Committee on Trials.

The roll of the Lodges was called by the W. Grand
Marshal, and the following were found to be repre-
sented : ’

ABERDOUR. CHARLES H. TiTus. HAMMATT.
ACONCAGUA. CHARLES RIVER. HHAMPSHIRE.
ADELPHI. CHICOPEE. IHowARrD.
AMICABLE. COLUMBIAN. HypE PARK.
ANCIENT LANDMARK. CONSTELLATION. Toxnic (Taunton).
ATHELSTAN. CORINTHIAN, JOHN CUTLER.
ATHOL. DALHOUSIE. JOHN HANCOCK.
BAALBEC. DELTA. JORDAN.
BELMONT. Evior. JOSEPH WARREN.
BerHESDA (Brighton). EssEx. KING SOLOMON.
BETHESDA EUREKA. LAFAYETTE
(Valparaiso). EzEKIEL BATES. (Boston Highlands).
BETH-HORAN. FarrH. M ASSACHUSETTS.
BristoL. GATE OF THE TEMPLE. MIZPAH.
CALEB BUTLER. GOLDEN FLEECE. MONITOR.
CHARLES A. WELCH. GOOD SAMARITAN. MORNING STAR.

CuarLes C. DAME.  GRECIAN. MONTACUTE,



1874.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 31

MoUNT CARMEL. Prreriy. S1LoAM.

MouxtT HERMON. PrLyMouTIL Socrar HArMONY.
MouNT LEBANON. PuTNAM. Stark Kina.
MouvxTt TABOR. QUINSIGAMOND. TRINITY.

Mount VERNON. RABBONI. TYRIAN.

NorroLk UNION. REVERE. "UNITED BRETHREN.
OLp CoroXY. Ri1SING STAR. WASHINGTON.
OuvE BRANCH. RuraAL. WILDER.

ORANGE. SAINT ANDREW’S, WiLLIAM NORTH.
OrpHAN'S HOPE. SAINT JouN’s (Boston). WILLIAM SUTTON.
PacrFic. SAINT MATTHHEW'S. WINSLOW LEWIS.
PALESTINE. SainT PAuL (Ayer). WryoMING.
PENTUCKET. SaINT PAUL'S

Pa@Nix. (South Boston).

The Committee on Healing submitted the following

REPORT ON THE PETITION OF DANIEL T. WITHERBEE,
OF WESTBOROUGH, FOR FORMAL HEALING.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,

June 10, 1874.

The Committee on Healing, to whom was referred the petition
of Daniel T. Witherbee, for formal healing, respectfully report:

That the petitioner received the three Degrees in Masonry in
Quinsigamond Lodge, Worcester, after having been rejected in
Siloam Lodge, Westborough. The circumstances attending his
reception of the Degrees are fully set forth in the report of the
committee on the complaint of Siloam Lodge against Quinsig-
amond Lodge, which may be found in the printed abstract of
Proceedings of the Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand
Lodge, in December last (pp. 128 to 138, inclusive), and require
no repetition at this time. The petitioner seems to have acted
in good faith, and with no intent to violate the regulations of
the Grand Lodge, in his application for, and reception of, the
Degrees in Quinsigamond Lodge, after his rejection by Siloam
Lodge. His petition is favorably endorsed by R. W. Bro. Jo-
seph B. Knox, District Deputy Grand Master of the Eleventh
Masonic District ; by the W. M. of Quinsigamond Lodge ; the W,
Y. and two Past Masters of Montacute Lodge ; the Wardens,
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Past Masters Forbes and Brigham and a majority of the members
of Siloam Lodge ; and upon the principles which have governed
the Grand Lodge heretofore, in similar cases, should be granted.

Your committee therefore respectfully recommend that the
prayer of the petitioner for formal healing be granted.

Tracy P. CHEEVER,

Freperick D. Evy,

Estrs A. HENDERSON,
Cummiltee.

The report was accepted, the recommendation
adopted, and the prayer of the petitioner, for a formal
healing, granted.

The same committee submitted their report upon
the petition of C. S. Brewster.

REPORT ON THE PETITION OF C. S. BREWSTER, OF AT-
TLEBOROUGII, FOR FORMAL HEALING.

IN THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,

June 10, 1874,

The Committce on Healing, to whom was referred the petition
of C. S. Brewster, of North Attleborough, for formal healing, re-
spectfully report:

That the petitioner, in his application for healing, sets forth
the following facts: Sometime in 1868 or 1869, being then a
resident of Ashland, and under the jurisdiction of North Star
Lodge, he made an application to that Lodge for the Degrees
in Masonry, which was rejected. In the year 1871 he removed
his property, and probably his residence, to Attlcborough, where
he made application for the degrees to Bristol Lodge in January,
1872. This application was recommended by Bro. E. R. Price,
a member of Bristol Lodge, to whom the petitioner then said
that he had been rejected by North Star Lodge, and inquired of
Bro. Price whether that circumstance made any difference in re-
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spect to his application to Bristol Lodge. This statement and
inquiry were made in the presence of another member of Bristol
Lodge, and he was answered by Bro. Price, that the substance
and effect of the words, ‘I have before applied,’’ referred only to
the Lodge then receiving the application, and that a rejection by
another Lodge made no difterence with this. Thereupon the
petitioner filled the blank with the word “ never,’’ or rather, as the
petitioner thinks, the blank was filled by Bro. Price, and the
petitioner signed it. This application was rejected by Bristol
Lodge. Then followed another application to the same Lodge
in June, 1872, which was accepted, and the petitioner received
the degrees and was admitted to membership. The petitioner
claims that he acted in good faith, with no knowledge of the
jurisdictional laws of the Grand Lodge, and of course with no
intent to violate them ; and this claim seems to be confirmed by
his voluntary disclosure to the two Brethren of Bristol Lodye,
of the fact of his rejection by North Star Lodge. It is further
confirmed by the explicit statement of Bro. Price, appended to
the petition, in which the Brother very frankly and fully exon-
erates the petitioner from all fault in the premises, and taking
to himself, exclusively, the responsibility for the construction of
the words above referred to.

North Star Lodge, by a unanimous vote, attested by its seal,
recommends the granting of the petitioner’s request.

The construction by Bro. Price of the words of the printed
application, which refer to the. question whether or not the
candidate has made a prior application, is so manifestly un-
sound, not to say ridiculous, as almost to lead your committee
to doubt whether it was given in good faith, but perhaps his
vehement assertion to the contrary should confirm any rising
incredulity. The fact that upon two applications acted upon
by Bristol Lodge, the rejection of the petitioner, in the not very
remote town of Ashland, remained undiscovered, is not very
creditable to the Masonic vigilance of the Lodge or the effi-
ciency of its committee. Such looseness or recklessness in the
construction of plain language, and such listlessness or inatten-
tion on the part of Lodges, in the admission of candidates, are
obviously deserving the censure of the Grand Lodge, The
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petitioner, in the present case, however, seems to have freed
himself from any just'imputations upon his conduct or motives,
and your committee therefore respectfully recommend that the
prayer of his petition be granted.
Tracy P. CHEEVER,
Freperick D. Evy,
E. A. HexpErson,
Committee.

The report was accepted, the recommendation adopt-
ed, and the prayer of the petitioner, for a formal hear-
ing, granted.

The Grand Master submitted the following docu-
ments recently received from the Right Worshipful

Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, and
recommended that assistance, to such an amount as

the condition of our Grand Lodge funds would allow,
be rendered to our suffering Brethren in that State.

GRAND MASTER'S OFFICE, GRAND LODGE OF LOUISIANA
FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.
VERMILLIONYILLE, May 15, 1874,

Henry HAMBURGER, .
Sentor Warden and Acting Master
of Louisiana Relief Lodge No. 1, New Orleans, La.

Dear Sir aND Wor. BrorHer:—Some wecks ago the Deputy
Grand Master issued a circular to the different Lodges in the
inundated portions of this State, calling for contributions
for the relief of the many Brethren now suffering from the
overflow ; but it is found that the magnitude of the distress is
so great as to render it impossible for the Fraternity of this
jurisdiction to alleviate it ; and however much I may dislike to
ask assistance from abroad, yet I feel that I would be derelict
in the discharge of my official duty, did I not do everything in
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my power to procure relief for Brethren and their families,
who are absolutely destitute, alike of money, clothing, food
and medicines, It is not right that we should remain inactive
whilst the children of our Brethren are crying for bread;
neither is it proper for us as members of the most ancient and
powerful benevolent Order on earth, to allow them to become
objects of public charity if it can be avoided. 1 therefore
hereby authorize you to appeal to the various Grand Jurisdic-
tions of this Continent, for such assistance as they may be able
and willing to extend to us. And as we were not forgetful of
others in the days of our prosperity, I trust that the Almighty
will not permit us to be neglected in our adverszity.

The Deputy Grand Master is in the city, and will, through
the District Deputy Grand Master, and Masters of Lodges,
superintend the distribution of donations.

Much sickness has heretofore fllowed in the wake of great
overflows, and will likely do so in the present case; and, at best,
many of the sufferers will have to be assisted for some months,
or until they can raise provisions for themsclves ; and, as many
thousands of dollars will necessarily be required to relieve
absolute want, great care must be taken that vain pride is not
gratified, nor idleness encouraged, and that all funds con-
tributed are devoted exclusively to Masonic relief.

M. E. Giraro, Grand Master.

GRAND LODGE HALL, NkW ORLEANS, La,,
HALL OF LOUISIANA RELIEF LOUGE NoO. 1.
MAY 19, 1574,

To R. W. Cuartes H. Titus,
Grand Secrelary of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Mmachmelts.

In compliance with the foregoing instructions from the Grand
Master, 1 beg leave to appeal to you, and through you to the
Fraternity throughout your jurisdiction, for such aid — in this
our hour of distress —as you and they may be able to afford.
Our Relief Lodge is now entirely destitute of means, and there
is not a Lodge in this State that is not taxed to the utmost
to sustain its own individual charities ; and so utterly impov-
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erished have our people become through epidemics, overflows;
decline of business, and other causes over which we have no
control, that we have no resource now left bat to ask for relief
from those in more prosperous and favored regions. It is the
first time in the history of our State that such an dppeal has
been made, and I trust that, through the intercession of Divixe
Provipence, it may be the last. The few thousand dollars
which we will be able to raise at home will be totally inade-
quate to the demands that are being aud will be made upon us.
Fully one-fourth of our State is now under water, —and most
of that portion will not be free for cultivation, until it is too
late for any crop that will be marketable ; and, the most that
the occupants ¢an expect to do, will be to raise such things as
are necessary for their own consumption.
You will please direct your contributions to R. W. James C.
Batchelor, Grand Secretary.
. HaMBURGER,
S. W., and acting Master of La. Relief Lodge No. 1.

GRAND SECRETARY'S OFFICE, GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA,
FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.
NEW ORLEANS, May 19, 1974.

R. W. Bro.: — It was my intention to accompany the com-
munication of the Acting W. M. of our Relief Lodge with a
description of the suffering giving rise to such unusual action
on the part of our Grand Lodge and the Craft in this jurisdic-
tion, but find it almost impossible to do it justice; in lien
thereof, will add the following letter from a W. M. of one of
oug Lodges, one of the many communications received, as well
calculated to give an approximate idea of the situation of a
large number of our citizens, many of whom are members of

our Fraternity :

NEw Texas P. O., May 7th, 1874.
James C. Batchelor, M. D., Grand Secretury.

RigHT WoRsSHIPFUL, DEAR SIR AND BrROTHER: I write to you to-
day with a sad heart, with deep foreboding for the present and future
of our people in the overflowed districts; I am myself amongst the
list.
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We are destitute of food, clothing and medicines; without credit and
almost withount friends. The efforts on foot for the relief of the unfor-
tunate are praiseworthy in the donors, but I fear from the manner in
which these supplies are being distributed, many will suffer, who are
unable to work or cannot find employment. Orders are issned here,
by the Distributing Committee in New Orleans, to issue the supplies
to those only who work on the crevasses and levees; many are not
sble to do this, owing to several reasons, the great distance to travel,
and feeble women and children, who need protection and assistance at
their homes, and cannot therefore receive supplies.

Iagree that donations shall not be used to encourage idleness; but
eertainly the local agents here, should be good men and charitable,
and allowed the privilege to discriminate. I am immediately in front
of the lakeside crevasse, and have had all I can do to save my stock. I
have them in little spots of ground, and have to feed them daily to
save their lives. I have some corn left from last year, which I will
and do distribute to those who are more in want than myself! What
is the duty of every Mason in this terrible calamity? I don't see our
great Order moving at all in this matter. Have theyforgotten that they
have Brothers whose little children will soon be crying from hunger,
and approaching their fathers with tears in their eyes, who will be
unable to render them any assistance?

We want meat and bread, old clothes and medicines, quinine more
particularly. We want no luxuries, do not ask for it. I will there-
fore ask you, my Brother, as I know your heart is in the right place, to
move in this matter for your Brothers in the swamp country, and over-
flowed. There are Masons. I know, who do not know where they will
get something to eat for themselves and families from day to day —
and will starve before they will ask for it, being too proud.

We cannot tell how long this state of affairs will last. It may last
until July, and I think the chances are two to one in favor of this, as
such floods as we have now do not generally pass off quickly. The
longer the worse, as we will be deprived of the means of making bread
for another vear. Nine-tenths of our parish is under water now, and
from the widening of the crevasse, the little lJand now uncovered will
grow less daily ; therefore the suffering will increase.

But we hope and pray that the water will fall in time to plant crops.
Ithink and hope after this there will be no more jealousies and ani-
mosities existing between the North and South. Only two years ago
they had their fires, when we did all we could for them, and now we
have our floods of destruction, and nobly are they coming to our
relief. But, my Brother, this is no idle talk, this is a big thing to
handle, and every man and woman in the land will be called upon to
give their mite.
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I would suggest that if anything can be done through the Masonic
Fraternity, that such supplies as I have mentioned be forwarded
divectly to the Lodges in the several parishes for distribution, and that
such Lodges be allowed to render such assistance as they can to per-
sons suffering, who are outside of the Order. But at all events, let us
help our distressed Brothers, their widows and children if possible.
I see the Granges are moving already, in regard to relief of their dis-
tressed, and why should our noble and ancient Order be behind
such new secret institutions as this? I feel a great pride in our Order,
and one which I hope to see gratified, and set an example to all minor
societies that may exist, before this hand of appalling distress is taken
off of us.

Do not imagine that I am writing for personal relief. I do not think
God will ever let me starve, although I am deprived of many com-
forts and luxuries which I have been used to all my life; such as cof-
fee, flour, etc. But these I am content to do without, and so are
my loving wife and children.

But I am willing to work hard to overcome and surmount ob-
stacles, such as we have now,and I may come to it. With kind
regards, and fraternal feelings,

I remain, yours, etc.,
D. LEATHERMAN.

P. 8. Since writing the foregoing, May 14th, I have received a
communication from D. D. G. M. Howell S. Carter, dated 11th inst.,
asking the condition of the members of our Lodge, their wants and
necessities, which I have replied to, and this is the first word or sound
that I have heard from the key notes of our Order, and is well worthy
of praise and honor to the one from whom it originates.

There is hardly a single member of our Lodge who is not over-
flowed, or so near it that his lands are of no service for farming purpo-
ses ; our credit is all gone ; our merchants write us to draw on them
no more, as they are unable to help us, and that we must seek and
obtain Government and other contributions which are being distrib-
uted through the overflowed districts. ‘These supplies so far are
a mere pittance; I have witnessed rations issued by our local Agent
for one week, half pound of pork, three pounds of meal, three pounds
of crackers; this was to a negro of course, who sat down and ate
the whole of it up, before he left his seat. I have never been one
who has taken the dark side in our country, since the war. But, dear
sir, things, I must confess, look dark and gloomy to me, and to cap the
whole, our stock in this parish have the charbon, to a fearful extent.
Isaw yesterday in one herd of cattle, horses and mules, one hundred
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and seventy-five head, and there was not five head free from this

L d * * * » » L] *

You will not be surprised at the long time, from the 7th to the 14th,
elapsing between the commencement &nd close of this communica-
tion. Ihave been slow, trusting and doubting, watching and praying
that I could write you a better picture than herein contained ; but
tuly I am a long way behind the mark; the worst is not half told.

. L L d L d » L d L] »

With kind regards and fraternal feeling, and compliments to all
Masons of the Grand Lodge,
I am, respectfully,
D. LEATHERMAN.
Fraternally,

Jaxes C. BarcHELOR, Grand Secretary.

On motion of the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, it
Was unanimously .

Voted, That the sum of one thousand dollars ($1000)
be appropriated towards the relief of our suffering
Brethren in Louisiana.

R. W. William J. Sawin, District Deputy Grand
Master of the Tenth Masonic District, presented the
following statement of the destruction of the Masonic
property of Hampshire Lodge, Haydenville, and offered
the accompanying resolutions which were unanimously

passed :

Mosr WorsniprrL GraND Master : — When last this Grand
Lodge met in Quarterly Communication, there was, in a thriv-
ing,village in a pleasant valley among the hills of Western
Massachusetts, a prosperous Lodge of Masons, occupying mag-
nificent apartments, erected and furnished mostly through the
munificence of two of the leading manufacturers of the town in

which the village was located.
2
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The rich Brussells carpeting extending through all the
apartments even to the stairways, the chandelier costing nearly
five hundred dollars, the illuminated @ suspended in the blaz-
ing star, were but samples of all the furnishings of the Lodge,
and attested that no common liberality and care had been
bestowed upon it.

Hampshire Lodge, although neither old in years nor large in
point of numbers, was justly the pride of the Tenth District.
But alas | what changes a day may bring forth. To-day, they
have only saved from the wreck the Charter, picked up some
four miles away, stripped of its seal, the Tyler’s Sword, and the
Lodge Seal. But the Brethren are alive, and possess the indom-
itable will to re-construct the Lodge if possible. The Worship-
ful Master is present with us to-day.

On the seventeenth day of May, nature, having laid aside
the robes of winter, with the dcw-drops of morning upon her
brow, had arrayed herself in all the beauties of spring. Peace
was in the valley ; happiness becamed from every countenance,
and prosperity abounded ; but suddenly, a cry is heard in the
streets : — ¢ To the hills! Fly to the hills! Fly to the hills for
your lives ! The Reservoir has broken and the floods are upon
you!” Hurrying from offices, stores and workshops, the work-
men rush to save the lives of their families and friends, when
such a spectacle meets their vision as no language can describe.

Rushing down the valley, crashing, tumbling, roaring, comes
the flood, showing a column full twenty-five feet in height,
bearing before it the wreck of the two villages located in the
valley above, so denscly packed that none of the waters are
visible, only the spray, like a cloud above, and below a whirl-
ing mass of timbers and débris.

So rapid is its approach that all thought of saving others is
necessarily abandoned, and only by the greatest exertion is any
one able even to save his own life. .

Striking the works of Ilayden, Gere & Co., they are demol-
ished and disappear as if by magic, save the building in which
was the Masonic Hall, which resists but for a moment, when
that too follows, and all is gone.
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Imagination cannot possibly portray the magnitude of the
catastrophe which in twenty minutes’ time desolated this beau-
tiful valley, tearing up and destroying productive farms and
leaving only barren rocks and huge boulders where were fertile
lands ; annihilating or bearing bodily away dwelling houses,
stores, shops and manufactories ; in many cases sweeping away
the entire accumulation of years of toil; destroying the business
of the entire community ; burying the bruised and mangled
bodies of father, mother, sister, brother, husband, wife and child
inthe sands, or covering them beneath the piles of rubbish thirty
feet deep; the few remaining buildings being transformed into
charnel houses, and the inhabitants filled with mourning.

One hundred and forty-two lives and two million dollars are
sacrificed to the incompetency or greed of a few men in their
beedless race after wealth.

While we drop the sympathetic tear with our Brethren in
their deep affliction, and especially with Bro. Jerome Hillman,
who lost his wife, and Bro. Derby Kingsley, who lost his wife
ad two childreu, let us thank God that although fourteen of
the Brethren were stripped of their property, yet not a member
of the Lodge lost his life, and that with the exception of those
of Brothers Hillman and Kingsley, the familics of all were
saved.

On visiting the scene of the disaster, the day following, to
see what we, as Masous, could do to alleviate the suffering, I
found so generous a response in the supplies being forwarded
orthen delivered, that I advised, while we should all contribute to
the general fund, we should hold our Masonic offerings in reserve,
and at the proper time come forward and refit and rcfurnish
a new hall for the Lodge.

linformed the Worshipful Master of my decision, and at the
same time requested him to inform me at once if the general
telief was not ample, and we would respond without delay.

As | am this day informed that all our Brethren are now
suitably provided for, I most respectfully offer the following
resolations to this Grand Lodge. ’

Whereas, This Grand Lodge has learned with deep regret
of the great calamity which has befallen Hampshire Lodge and
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its individual members, whereby their beautiful hall, furniture,
records and all which they as a Lodge possessed were destroyed ;
which in two instances bereft the Brothers of their families 3
which has swept away the accumulations of years of toil, and
which has desolated their beautiful valley, therefore

Resolved, That we tender to the Brethren of Hampshire
Lodge, in this their time of decp affliction, the heartfelt sympa-
thies of this Grand Lodge.

Resolved, That, acknowledging one of the fundamental prin-
ciples of Masonry to be to relieve the distressed, we pledge
ourselves, as members of this Grand Lodge, as members of
subordinate Lodges, and as individual Masons, to render to
them the necessary aid to assist in procu'ring' and furnishing
néw apartments for the re-establishment of their Lodge.

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be requested to forward
to Hampshire Lodge a copy of these proceedings.

On motion it was also unanimously

Voted, That a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars
($500), subject to the supervision and discretion of
the M. W. Grand Master, be appropriated to the relief
of our Brethren of Hampshire Lodge.

The Committee on Trials submitted the following

REPORT ON THE AMENDED RECORD OF THE PROCEED-
INGS OF ORANGE LODGE IN THE TRIAL OF
HORACE L. JONES.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUBKTTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,

i June 10th, 1874.

" The Committee on Trials, to whom was referred the amended
record of Orange Lodge, setting forth its proccedings in the
trial of Bro. Horace L. Jones, respectfully report :

That the original record in this case was presented at the
last Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge, and that in
said record it did not appear that any notice of the filing of the
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charges or of the pendency of the trial had been served upon
the respondent, or whether the sentence imposed upon him by
Orange Lodge, after conviction, was from membership or from
the rights and benefits of Masonry. The record now discloses
the fact, accidentally omitted before, that legal and ample ser-
vice was made in the case, and that the sentence was expulsion
from the rights and benefits of Masonry. According to the
first record, which thus disclosed the obvious and fatal defects
alluded to, your committee could only recommend that the
Jjudgment of the Lodge should be set aside and that a new trial
of the respondent might be had. Inasmuch, however, as it is
now certain that the provisions of the Grand Constitutions were
fally observed, not only in the preliminary steps, but in the
conduct of the trial, and that by accident, alone, the real acts
of the Lodge failed to be stated in the record of the proceed-
ings, it seems to be obvious that Orange Lodge should be
allowed the advantages of a full compliance with the laws and
regalations of which the record at first deprived them.

Your committee therefore respectfully recommend that the
vote of the Grand Lodge passed at the Quarterly Communica-
tion in March- last, whereby the judgment of Orange Lodge in
this case was set aside, be rescinded, and that the proceedings
of the Lodge, as shown in the present view of the trial, be con-
firmed. )

. Tracy P. CHEEVER,
Freperick D. Evy,
Estus A. HexpERsoN,

Commiltee.

The report was accepted, the recommendation adopt-
ed, and the action of Orange Lodge in expelling
Horace L. Jones from all the rights and privileges of
Freemasonry confirmed.

The same Committee submitted their
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REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF SAINT JOHN'S LODGE,
"BOSTON, IN THE TRIAL OF SOLON TIIORNTON.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

JUNE 10, 1874

The Committee on Trials, to whom was referred the record
of the proceedings of St. John’s Lodge, Boston, in the trial of
Bro. Solon Thornton, which was conducted at a Special Com-
munication, on March 27th, 1874, having duly considered
the subjects involved therein, and necessary to be reported upon
at the present time, respectfully report :

That upon charges against the respondent, which have been
filed with the Secretary of the Lodge and a statement of which
i9 not required in the present posture of the case, the trial
was begun at the Special Communication above referred to ;
R. W. Bro. Daniel Harwood, P. M., presiding; R. W. Bro.
Edward Avery appearing as counsel for the prosecution, and
Bro. F. W. Pelton for the respondent.

The charges and specifications were read, to which the
respondent pleaded, “Not Guilty.”” After a request from the
counsel for the respondent, that the first and second charges
should be dismissed, which request was overruled by the pre-
siding Master, whose decision was not appealed from by the
respondent, the evidence for the prosecution was introduced ;
at the conclusion of which, the respondent testified in his own
behalf, and was followed by the respective counsel in a
summing up of the case. Before the vote of the Lodge upon
the question of the respondent’s guilt was taken, his counsel
claimed that a two-thirds vote of the members present was
necessary for a conviction upon the charges, and this claim was
denied by the counsel for the prosecution, who asserted the
right of the majority to control in all such cases. The presid-
ing officer ruled that a two-thirds vote was necessary to a con-
viction ; and thereupon the roll of the members was called,
upon which it appeared that upon the first charge, there being
179 members in attendance, 105 voted guilty and 74 not guilty,
— upon the second charge, 101 voted guilty and 78 not guilty,
and upon the third charge 113 voted guilty and 66 not guilty ;
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it thus appearing that under the ruling of the presiding Officer
no conviction was had upon either charge.

From the ruling of the Chair, however, Bro. S. A. Stetson
appealed, and moved that the record of the trial be certified to
the Grand Lodge for its decision, no further action having been
taken in the matter by St. John’s Lodge.

The only question therefore, at this time, raised by the record
in this case, is, whether the ruling of the Chair that a two-
thirds vote of the members present was necessary for a con-
viction is or is not correct, and to that question only will the
considerations to be presented by your committee refer.

To show the diversities of Masonic law and practice upon
this point, we may be pardoned in directing the attention of
the Grand Lodge toward the law and practice so far as they
may be found in the Constitutions and decisions of Grand
Lodges in the United States, or in the opinion of eminent
Masonic publicists. In several of the States, the proportion of
the members of a Lodge necessary to convict has been left by

their Grand Lodges to be regulated by the By-Laws of the
subordinate Lodges. This would seem to be about as unwise a
method of regulation as could well be adopted, as it permits
the single Lodge by its own By-law to make or unmake a
Mason in whom the whole Fraternity may have an interest, and
may lead likewise to extreme diversities of practice.

““There is no rule of action,’” says Mitchell, «“laid down in
the ancient regulations by which we are bound to be governed;
it is nevertheless quite manifest, that Lodges have ever been
considered at full liberty to make their own laws for the gov-
ernment of such cases, and true uniformity is not to be found.
The By-Laws of some Lodges require a two-thirds vote to
expel or suspend, and I think this practice is more general than
any other. A few suspend and expel by a bare majority, and
perhaps a still smaller number require a unanimous vote. We
say, though, that while we think that two-thirds should concur
in expelling, any other rule might be considered legal, if gov-
erned by a By-Law of the Lodge.”*

. *Mitchell’s History of Free Masonry, Mas. Digest, Vol. 2., p. 601.




46 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [June 10

Look, in hiswork on Masonic Trials, says that two-thirds of all
the votes cast, are required to convict, and Mackey, in his Prin-
ciples of Masonic Law, fourth Ed., Page 324, declares that the:
usage has obtained of requiring two-thirds of the votes to secure-
conviction.

In Connecticut and Iowa, according to Lockwood’s Masonic
Law and Practice, Page 61, the Lodge may convict by a ma-
Jority vote, but a vote of two-thirds is necessary for expulsion
or suspension.

In New Jersey, Illinois, Wisconsin, South Carolina, Arkan-
sas, Colorado and some other States, a two-thirds vote is
requisite for suspension, expulsion or restoration, the rule as to
conviction being undetermined.

In Louisiana, a majority only is requisite for conviction, while
three-fourths must vote to expel —two-thirds to suspend, and a
majority again to reprimand.

In Tennessee, a majority vote not only convicts, but expels ;
and Hubbard, Grand Master of Ohio and an eminent Masonic
Jurist, declares emphatically that a majority vote is sufficient
to suspend, expel or reprimand a Brother. He further says
that «“ Masonry has no usage or rule requiring a two-thirds vote
to expel. A majority vote is sufficient, and no By-Law should
exist to the contrary.”

In the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence
of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, presented in 1854, it is de-
clared that that Grand Lodge has always held that a majority
may expel.

Chase, in his Masonic Digest, Page 375, while collating the
authorities upon this subject, expresses the opinién that ‘“in the
absence of Constitutional or other regulations, we should con-
sider the following majoritics as sanctioned by the best usage :
for conviction on Masonic trial, expulsion, indefinite suspen-
sion, and restoration after indefinite suspension, a two-thirds
vote is nccessary.”’

This statement of the rule and practice adopted in the sev-
eral States, and these opinions of learned Brethren only sérve
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to show the existence of wide diversities, and the absence of a
settled and stable practice.

Buat whether the weight of authority as to the true rule to be
observed in this behalf in the several States of the Union be
more favorable to the two-thirds rule or the majority rule; the
rule or law in this Commonwealth, and enunciated by the
Grand Lodge, and by which all Masonic trials held in this
jurisdiction, must be governed, is clear and unmistakeable,
There is indced no written regulation, no direction of the Con-
stitutions prescribed. There is, however, a regulation as
potent and binding, as any provigion of the Constitutions could
be. 1t is found in an uninterrupted series of decisions, ordered
by the Grand Lodge as a High Court of Appeals upon all the cases
of Masonic trial which bave arisen in our jurisdiction, and not
only bearing the weight of its controlling authority as con-
chiding all such cases in this Commonwealth, but sustained and
advocated by its leading jurists, among whom the ever lament-
ed Bro. Moore was conspicuous in his assertion of the doctrine.
The undoubted rule of Massachusetts Practice is that a majority
vote suffices both for conviction, and for the imposition of
whatever sentence a Lndge is entitled to render. TUntil this
well-established rule shall be purposely changed by the Grand
Lodge, it must stand as the law of Massachusetts.

It follows therefore, that the ruling of the Chair in the case
of Solon Thornton, in respect to the number of votes necessary
for conviction, was erroneous, and that upon the statement of
the record, the respondent was lawfully convicted, so far as
numbers are concerned, upon each of the geveral charges.
Inasmuch as the Lodge stopped at the end of its vote upon the
charges, and did not proceed to vote upon the sentence to be
imposed upon the respondent, the proceedings are not com-
plete, and any other questions relating to the trial, proper to be
considered upon the completed record, are not yet open for
consideration. Your committee respectfully recommend, that
the Grand Lodge set aside the ruling of the presiding officer
in respect to the number of members necessary to a conviction,
pud that the case be remanded to Saint John’s Lodge for
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sentence, and such other proceedings as may be necessary to

complete the record.

Tracy P. CHERVER,

Freperick D. Evy,

Esrus A. HenpEersox,
Commiltee.

The report was accepted, and the recommendation

adopted, whereby the ruling of the presiding officer in
respect to the number of members necessary to a con-
viction is set aside, and the case is remanded to Saint
John’s Lodge for sentence, and such other proceedings
as may be necessary to complete the record.
« The Committee on Trials presented a very full report
upon the proceedings of Massachusetts T.odge in the
trial of James H. Nichols. A remonstrance, addressed
to the Grand Lodge, against the approval of said trial,
signed by several members of Massachusetts Lodge,
was read by the Grand Master. After a lengthy dis-
cussion, a vote was reached and the proceedings were
not confirmed.

The committee to whom was referred the Annual
Address of the M. W. Grand Master made report,
which was accepted and ordered to be recorded.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE GRAND MASTER'S
ADDRESS.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
Boston, June 10, 1874,

The committee to whom was referred the Annual Address of
the Most Worshipful Grand Master submit the following
report :
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Those recommendations contained in the address which re-
quired the action of the Grand Lodge, appear to have been
promptly adopted.

The kind and thoughtful recommendation in regard to R+ W,
Charles W. Moore, so readily adopted by the Grand Lodge,
was one of those recognitions of worth and fidelity which tend
to bless and sweeten life. 1t was the offspring of that gentle
and tender tie of brotherly love which never withholds, at the
proper time, the full meed of praise to one who has well and
truly performed his allotted part.

The feeling and appropriate announcement of the death of
our Senior Past Grand Master R. W. George M. Randall,
caused us, in the language of the deceased, to ‘‘ dwell with
saddened love upon the memory of those who rest from their
labors,”’ and has been fittingly supplemented by the resolutions
prepared by our beloved Brother R. W. Winslow Lewis, and
adopted by the Grand Lodge Dec. 30th, 1873,

Your committee invites especial attention to the suggestions
of the Grand Master in regard to Masonic parades and the
publication of Masonic proceedings and notices.

The dignity and high standard which seem suitable and ap-
propriate to the real purposes and objects of the Fraternity,
seeking as it does the advancement of our fellow-man by teach-
ing the habits of obedience, self-control and sound morals, must
inevitably suffer by the too frequent gratification of idle curi-
osity or personal vanity.

The Grand Master announces in his address the purchase of
the Masonic Library of Bro. Leon Hyneman and its addition
to the Library of the Grand Lodge. Your committee is aware
that in order to obtain this valuable collection much time and
earnest work were imposed on the Grand Master, and its sub-
sequent arrangement received at his hands a carefiil superin-
tendence which entitles him to the thanks of the Brotherhood.

But few of the Brethren at large seem to be aware of the
extent and diversity of the labors devolving on the Grand Mas-
ter. During the past year the Grand Master has constituted
four Lodges and installed the officers, dedicated seven Masonic
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Halls, laid the corner stone of one Masonic Temple, installed
the officers of three Lodges, visited fourteen Lodges and at-
tended three other Masonic gatherings. ' He has issued four
Dispensations for new Lodges and fourteen Special Warrants to
his subordinates. These constitute only his public services in
behalf of the Craft, and when we call to mind the constant and
innumerable demands upon him for advice and direction in the
management of subordinate Lodges, for information in Masonic
law and government, for the quieting of discord, in the settle-
ment of mooted questions of jurisdiction, for the maintenance
of peace, purity, harmony and honor among the Brethren, we
begin to obtain a glimpse of the intricate and delicate character
of his manifold duties.

To discharge these duties with dignity and fidelity, to refuse
a request which ought not to be granted with that courteous
firmness which never offends, and to grant a request that ought
to be granted with a prompt recognition of its propriety, to
settle controverted questions in that broad spirit of justice
which invariably carries conviction, and to win and maintain
the love and confidence of the Brethren, requires a large capac-
ity, extended cultivation, patience, and a high scnse of honor
and justice. It is no part of the duty of your committee to
present a eulogy upon the administration of the Grand Master,
but simply to invite the attention of the Brethren to the nature
and extent of the duties devolving upon him and to the satis-
factory manner in which he has performed those duties.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

Epwarp AvERy,

Samuer C. LAwRENCE,

Eusar W. Busrg,
Commilttee.

The committee to whom was referred the amend-
ment to the Grand Constitutions proposed at the last
Quarterly Communication, made report as follows :
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PROPOSI-ED AMENDMENT OF
PART 1V., ARTICLE III., SECTION 5, OF THE GRAND
CONSTITLTIO\IS

IN GRAND LODGE OF MABSACHUBETTS,
BOSTON, June 10, 1874.
The committee to whom was referred the proposition to

amend Part IV., Article III., Section 5, of the Grand Constitu-
tions, by striking out the words ‘“ most convenient,”” and insert-
ing the word ‘‘nearest,”’” respectfully report :

This is a return to the original law of the Constitutions,
which was amended at the Annual Communication in Decem-
ber, A. L. 5860, to accommodate the convenience of candi-
dates, giving them the option to travel a greater number of
miles by railroad, or drive a less number in carriages; but since
the change has proved a source of jealousy and ill-feeling to
the Lodges, we recommend that the amendment be adopted.

Respectfully submitted,

CaarLEs J. DaNFoRrTH,
Bensamin F. Arwoo,
‘WirLiau J. STEVENS,
Commiltiee.
The report was accepted. The M. W. Grand Mas-
ter submitted the question, ¢¢ Shall the proposed amend-
ment prevail? The W. Grand Marshal, having counted
the votes, reported thirty-one in the affirmative, and
one in the negative. The Grand Master declared the
amendment adopted.
The Commit:ee on By-Laws made report.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.
IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
BoSTON, June 10, 1874,
The Committee on By-Laws repdrt that they have examined
the amendments to the By-Laws of Blue Hill Lodge, Canton;
Hayden Lodge, Brookfield; William Sutton Lodge, Saugus;
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Mystic Lodge, Pittsfield; Mount Horeb Lodge, Woburn;
Roswell Lee Lodge, Springfield ; Baalbee Lodge, East Boston ;
Blackstone River Lodge, Blackstone, and recommend their
approval.

In the By-Laws of Charles A. Welch Lodge, Maynard ; Web-
ster Lodge, Webster; Rural Lodge, Quincy; Solomon’s Tem-
ple Lodge, Uxbridge, and Oriental Lodge, Edgartown, the
committec have made such changes as the Constitutions and
Regulations of the Grand Lodge have rendered necessary.
With these and a description of the Seal being furnished by
Webster, Rural, Solomon’s Temple, and Oriental Lodges, the
committee recommend their approval.

The committee also recommend the approval of the By-
Laws of Winslow Lewis Lodge, Boston, when a description of
the Seal is furnished.

W. F. SaLxon,

T. W. Davis,

JOEL SEAVERNS,
Commilltee.

The report was accepted, and the recommendations
adopted.

R.W. William T. R. Marvin moved that a committee
be appointed to consider and report on the best means
of preserving the Ritual from alterations, and that the
Grand Master be requested to act as the chairman of
that committee.

The motion prevailed, and the Grand Master ap-
pointed R.W. Brothers W. T. R. Marvin and Ivory H.
Pope, and W. Bro. Horace A. Richardson.

The Grand Master, in fitting terms, announced the
death of R. W. Newell A. Thompson, Past Deputy
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Grand Master, and stated that he had appointed R.W.
William W. Baker a committee to prepare suitable
resolutions to be spread upon our Records.

R.W. Bro. Baker submitted the following report,
which was adopted.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF R. W. NEW.-
ELL A. THOMPSON.

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSKTTS,
Boston, June 10, 1874,

The committee appointed to prepare resolutions on the death
of R. W. Newell A. Thompsvn has attended to that duty and
respectfully begs leave to report :

Whereas by the dispensations of our Heavenly Father, which
are always wise and full of tenderness and loving kindness to
all the children of men, we are called upon to confront and de-
plore the absence of our friend and Brother Newell A. Thomp-
son, who through the unchangeable law of nature has been
translated from this to another and higher sphere ; and whereas
we desire to testify our respect for his memory and our regard
for his many amiable qualities and virtues; therefore

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge in the death of R. W. New-
ell A. Thompson is deprived of an estimable Brother, who for
many years has endcared himself to the membess of the Craft,
and on wham she has conferred some of the highest honors in
her gift ; houors that were always worn worthily and well.

Resolced, That though in parting with this loved Brother and
courteous gentleman, our hearts are filled with sadness, yet we
feel sustained and soothed as we recognize and remember his
noble qualities as a man and true-hearted friend ; his zeal and
attachment to this ancient Institution; and the universal senti-
ment of respect for him entertained by society. We feel cheered
and comforted as we consider and believe, that carth is not
man’s abiding place, and that as the years pass away, we shall,
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one by one, be gathcred to his side and join the illustrious de-
parted of this Grand Body who have gone before.

Resolved, That the family and relatives of our deceased
Brother are remembered in their sorrow, and we tender to them
our kindest sympathies.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

WiLLiay W. Bager, -
Commillee.

No further business appearing, the Grand Lodge
was closed in AMPLE ForM at forty-five minutes past
six o’clock, p.M. Prayer was offered by R. W. Rev.
Charles H. Titus, as Grand Chaplain.

A true abstract from the Records,
Attest :

CaarrLes H. Titus,
Recording Grand Secretary,
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Qbstract of Xroceedings

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

SEPTEMBRR 9, A.L. 8874,

A QuaRTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST WORSHIP-
“-- yuL. GRAND LopaE or THE COMMONWEALTH OF Mas-
sacHUSETTS was held at the Masonic Temple, in the
city of Boston, on Wednesday, the ninth day of Sep-

tember, A.L. 6874, A.D. 1874.

OFFICERS PRESENT.
M.W. Sereno DwieHT NICKERSON Grand Master.

R.W. PercivaL L. EVERETT . Deputy Grand Master.

R.W. WiLLiaM T. GRAMMER . Senior Grand Warden.
RW.CHARLES G. REED . . . . Junior Grand Warden.

RW. Joaxn MCCLELLAN . . . Grand Treasurer.

RW. Caarres H. Trrus . . Recording Grand Secretary.
R.W. GEORGE P. SANGER . . Corresponding Grand Secretary.
RW. WiLLiaM T. R. MarRvIN . . D.D.G. Master, District No. 1.
RW. CuarLES J. DANFORTH . o ¢ District No. 3.
RW.CHARLES A. WELCH . . . ' ¢ District No. 4.
RW.GeorRGE F.BREED . . . . o ¢ District No. 5.
RW.Josepu S. Howe . . . . o o District No. 6.
RW.HENRY P. PERKINS . . . . “ ¢ District No. 7.
RW.BowpOIN S. PARKER . . . ] ¢ District No. 8.
RW.Danig UptoN . . . . . “ . District No. 9.
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R.W. WiLLIAM J. SAWIN
R.W. GEORGE E. StACY . . .
R.W. GEORGE L. RHOADS

R.W. ABraHANM H. HOWLAND, Jn “ “

R.W. JorN W. ATWOOD .
R.W. JoHN WETHERBEE . . .
W. WiLLiAM H. CHESSMAN .
W.JoBN VIALL . . P
W. ATwELL F. WRIGHT . . .
W. JamEs H. Bouvt

‘W. HENRY A. BROWN, }

‘W. HENRY AUSTIN WHITNEY
W. E. DANA BANCROFT,

W. CEPHAS BRIGHAM, %
W. CHARLES M. AVERY,
Bro. Howarp M. Dow . . .
Bro. BENJAMIN F. NOURSE .
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. DD G. Master, District No. 10.

o District No. 12.

o o District No. 13.

District No. 14.

. “ “ District No. 15.

o ¢ District No. 18.

Grand Marshal.

Junior Grand Deacon.
Senior Grand Steward.

. Junior Grand Stewards.

. Grand Sword-Bearer.

. Grand Lecturers.

Grand Organist.
Grand Tyler.

PERMANENT MEMBERS PRESENT.

R.W. WinsLow LEwis . .
R.W. WiLLiAM D. COOLIDGE
R.W. CHARLES C. DAME . .
R.W. WiLLIAM S. GARDNER . .
R.W. ABRAHAM A. DAME
R.W.Rev.E.M. P. WELLS .
R.W. Rev. Lucrus R. PAIGE. .
R.W. G. WASHINGTON WARREN
R.W. HENRY CHICKERING .
R.W. HENrY ENDICOTT

R.W. Isaac H. WRIGHT .
R.W. WyzEMAN MARSHALL
R.W. Ivory H. PoPE . .
RW.ELUAR W.BURR . . .
R.W. Tracy P. CHEEVER

W. HENRY G. FAY .

W. NATHANIEL GREENE .
W. HENRY J. PARKER . . .
Bro. Frank E. JONES .

R.W. ANDREW G, SMITH . . .

Past Grand Master.

(1] " "

. (13 ““ .

. Past Deputy Gmnd Masmr
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.
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. Past Grand Warden.
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of the Committee on Charity.
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- of the Committee on Retarns,
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The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE ForM at
two o’clock p.M., with prayer by R.W. Rev. Charles
H. Titus, and singing.

The Record of the Quarterly Communication of
June 10, 1874, was approved without reading, the
same having been distributed among the members in
printed form.

The Records of the Special Communications of June
24, 1874, at Springfield, for the purpose of dedicating
the new Masonic Hall of Hampden and Roswell Lee
lodges ; and July 27, 1874, at Somerville, for the
purpose of laying the corner-stone of the First Metho-
dist Episcopal Church in that city, were read and ap-
proved. '

Amendments to the By-Laws of the following Lodges
were presented for approval and referred to the Com-
mittee on By-Laws :

Haxrpex, Springfield. Ionic, Taunton.
CHARLES C. DAME, Georgetown. OCCIDENTAIL, Stockbridge.
Joux CUTLER, Abington. ATtHoL, Athol.

ApeLpHI, South Bosten. GERMANIA, Boston.
Wronme, Melrose. :

Proxies were presented from

hPurmu LopGE, Bridgewater, in favor of W. Bro. Lucius W.
VELL.

WiLpER LoDGE, Leominster, in favor of W. Bro. JoaN H. LOCKEY.

The Brethren were recognized accordingly.
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The completed record of the proceedings of Saint
John’s Lodge, Boston, in the trial of Solon Thornton,
was presented for examination and approval and re-
ferred to the Committee on Trials.

The Grand Secretary submitted the following peti-
tion of the Brethren of Crescent Lodge, U. D., for
Charter, which was referred to the Committee on
Charters.

PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR CRESCENT IODGE.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

We, the undersigned, respectfully represent that our names
were attached to a petition to the Most Worshipful Grand
Master praying that a Dispensation be granted for a new
Lodge to be located in the town of Pittsfield, in the County of
Berkshire, our prayer being answered by the issuing of a Dis-
pensation dated September 12th, 1878.

We now most respectfully petition your Most Worshipful
Body to grant us a Charter of Constitution. If the prayer of
this petition is granted we promise a strict conformity to the
Constitutions, Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge.

Hexry CHICKERING. JonN C. PaRrker.

Georee C. DunmaM. HEeNRY EAsTMAN.

Hzzexiam S. RusseLL. GEORGE VANV ALKENBURG.
Trouuan E. CoLk. CHARLES W. VaN DeMark.
TrEODORE L. ALLEN. WiLuiam M., Prince,
Jarvis N, DuNEAM. Crark F. HaLL.

CHarLEs D, MiLLs, D. C, Munvan,
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The Roll of the Lodges was called by the W. Grand
Marshal, and the following were found to be repre-

sented :

ADELPHI.

AMICABLE.

Axrry.

ATHELSTAN.
BaALBEC.

BeELMONT.

BETHANY.

Beraespa (Brighton).
BLACKSTONE RIVER.
CHARLES A. WELCH.
CHARLES C. DAME.
CrARLES H. TrTUS.
CHICOPEE.
COoLUMBIAN.
CONSTELLATION.
CORINTHIAN.

DELTA.

ELEUSIS.

Essex.

ECrREXA.
FELLOWSHIP.
FRANKLIN.
FRATERNAL.

GATE OF THE TEMPLE.
GERMANIA.
GRECIAN.

HaMsMATT.
HaMPDEN.

HENRY PRICE.

HiraMm.
HyDE PARK.
IoNic (Taunton).
IsAAC PARKER.
JoHN HANCOCK.
JORDAN.
JOSEPH W ARREN.
KILWINNING.
KONOHASSETT.
LAFAYETTE
(Boston Highlands).
LIBERTY.
MERRIMACK.
MONITOR.
MORNING STAR.
MONTACUTE.
Mosaic.
MouNT HOREB
(Woburn).
MoUNT LEBANON.
MoUNT VERNON.
NORTH STAR.
OLD COLONY.
OLIVE BRANCH.
ORIENT.
ORrrHAN'S HOPE.
OXFORD.
PALESTINE.
PauL DEAN.

PAUL REVERE.
PENTUCKET.
PILGRIM.
PLyMouTH.
RABBONI.
RISING STAR.
ROSWELL LEE.
SAGGAHEW.
SAINT ANDREW'S.
SAINT BERNARD.
SAINT JOHN'S (Boston).
SAINT MARTIN'S.
SAINT MATTHEW'S.
SaINT PAUL (Ayer).
SAINT PAUL'S
(South Boston).
SiLoAM.
STAR IN THE EAST.
STAR OF BETHLEHEM.
STARR KING.
TRINITY.
W ASHINGTON.
‘WILDER.
WiLLIAM NORTH.
WiLLIAM PARKMAN.
WILLIAM SUTTON.
WiNsLow LEwIS.
ZETLAND.

The Grand Master read the following circular letter
from the Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana, for
the information of the Brethren; and stated that he
had delayed forwarding the amount voted by the Grand
Lodge at the last Quarterly Communication as there
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was, at that time, no money in the Treasury. Soon
after our last meeting the mayor of New Orleans had
communicated to the mayor of Boston the gratifying
fact that no further contributions would be needed for
the general relief fund. As this letter from the Grand
Master states that no further Masonic donations will
be required, the amount voted has not been forwarded-

GRAND MASTER'S OFFICE,
THE GRAND LLODGE OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA,
FRBE AXD ACCEPTED MABONS,
VERMILLIONVILLE, AUGUST, 1674,
SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON, EsqQ.

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
F. & A. M. of Massachusetts.

M. W. Bro.:—A few months since, a terrible calamity had
befallen our people ; alarge portion of Louisiana, whose citizens
had been gradually brought to poverty by a continual series of
reverses and afflictions, were now threatened with destruction
by flood and famine : the distress that followed was so appalling
and so general, that our own resources would have been as
nothing to relieve the sufferings of our Brothers in the hour of
danger from hunger and consequent sickness.

The noble benevolence of the Masonic Fraternity, and the
promptitude with which their offerings were laid at once upon
the altar of our common Brotherhood, has relieved the suffer-
ings, and averted the gloomy result that for a time stared us in
the face : that of our Brothers and their families perishing in
the agonies of famine, unless relieved by public charity, which
could not be relied upon with certainty.

Thanks be to God, through our own Brothers, we are now
relieved from any further apprehension—the danger is over-
come—and we are not in need of any further assistance.

Rest assured that the Masons of Louisiana, more especially
those whose necessitics were so quickly relieved from the
bounties that have been extended to us, will ever bear in grate-
ful remembrance the timely assistance and the hearty good
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will and expressions of sympathy and Brotherly love, that ac-
companied the gifts in the hour of our want and distress.

May God in his infinite wisdom and mercy spare you, M. W.
Bro. and yours, from such a fearful trial and heart-rending
affliction.

Most truly and fraternally yours.

M. E. Giraro, Grand Master Louisiana.
ATTEST: '

Jaues C. Barcueror, Grand Secrelary.

The Grand Master stated that it afforded him much
pleasare to announce to the Grand Lodge that since
our last Quarterly Communication the portraits of Past
Grand Masters John Dixwell, John Abbot and Wil-
liam Sewall Gardner had been presented to the Grand
Lodge, and now enriched our Grand Lodge Hall.

That of R. W. John Dixwell, who was Grand Mas-
ter from December 27, 1820, to December 27, 1823,
was presented by his son George B. Dixwell, Esq.

That of R. W. John Abbot, who was Grand Master
from December 27, 1823, to December 27, 1826; and
again from December 27, 1833, to February 11, 1835,
was presented by Brethren of John Abbot Lodge and
others, of Somerville, as set forth in the following let-
ter from W. Bro. John Viall, Junior Grand Deacon:

SOMERVILLE, Sept. 2, 1874,
Sereno Dwight Nickerson, Esq. b

Dear Sir and M. W, BroraEr :—

1 have the pleasure to present through you to the M. W,
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, the portrait of our R. W. Past
Grand Master John Abbot, Distinguished for his firmness and
skill in conducting the affairs of the Grand Lodge through that
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perilous period of her history, the anti-Masonic furor of 1824,
1825 and 1826, and after the tide had somewhat subsided, in
1834, again presiding over its destinies, with consummate abil-
ity, and the added weight of his high character; ever watchful
of her great and varied interests, charitable in the largest sense,
urbane in his intercourse with the Craft, he gave the strength of
his pure name and life for their advancement. May those who
shall come after him emulate his virtues, and leave a record as
pure aud unsullied, and the Most Worshipful Graud Lodge ever
point to him with pride as one of the brightest lights in her con-
stellation of worthies.
Fraternally yours,
JonN ViaLL, P, M.

P.S. The following named Brethren have assisted me in
this work:

Taomas H. Lorp, P. M. JORHN S. BUTLER.
CHAS. H. DeLANO, P. M. EpwARD S. CONANT.
H. P. HeEMENWAY, P. M. CHAS. G. PopE.
Danter E. CHASE, P. M, AARON SARGENT.
Hexry F. Woops, P. M. S. S. Woobcock.
CHaAs. F. King, P. M. C. E. RymMEs.
SELWIN Z. BowMaN, P. M. ABBoTT K. TIMS30N.
FraNK S. HArTsHORN, W. M. S. C. Lunp.

ENocH R. MoRsEg, S. W. A. E. SOUTHWORTH.
CHAS. H. TAYLOR, J. W. CHAS. E. GILMAN.
ReuBeN E. DEmMoN, T. SamrL. W. WRIGHT.
GEORGE I.. BAXTER, S. V. L. LOMBARD.
ALsro R. JENNESS, S. D. THOMAS L. FENN.
CHAS. J. RICHARDSON, J. D. C. T. JOHNSON.
Geo. O. Brastow, M. EMERY H. MUNROE.
Cyrus F. CROSBY. OREN S. KNAPP. .
JOHN F. AYER. A. J. BARNES.
SEArs CONDIT. A. M. SIBLEY.

H. M. BEALS. WM. WATSON.
WiLLiAM TAYLOR. Taos. YouNa, JR.
HoRACE HASKINS. AUSTIN BELKNAP.
JoaN F. NICKERSON. L. P. HOLLANDER.
CHAS. H. CRANE. WM. F. SANBORN.
Wu. W. Dow. CHAS. F. ROBINSON.

D. F. HuLsMAN. M. K. NORWOOD.
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Cart. EDMUND BURKE, (of Bark E. E. MELVIN.
Fredonia fame). F. H. RAYMOND.
ROBERT A. VINAL.

The portrait of R. W. William Sewall Gardner, who
was Grand Master from December 29, 1868, to De-
cember 27,1871, was presented by the Brethren of the
four Lodges in Lowell, as set forth in the following
letter :

LoweLL, Mass., Sept. 9th, 1874.

To the M. W. Grand Master and Members
of the QGrand Lodge of Massachusetts.

Breraren :—The undersigned, MastErs of the four Lodges in
this city, in behalf of the Masonic FraterNiTY of LowELL, do here-
by most cordially and fraternally present to you this portrait of
R. W. Bro. WiLLiaM SEwaLL GARDNER, a8 an expression of our
appreciation of his zealous efforts in promoting the interests of
the Order here, and also as a token of our personal esteem and
friendship for him as a Brother.

The Masons of LoweLL are fully aware that the prosperity of
the Craft in this section of the Jurisdiction, is owing in a great
degree to the intellectual and executive ability contributed by
him to this service, and they take this means of professing their
acknowledgments of the same, by requesting that this gift may
be accepted by the Granp Bopy, and placed in an appropriate
position with the portraits of others, whose faithful exertions
have reflected honor upon the Institution of FREEMASONRY in the
StaTE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Most Respectfully,

OLivER OBER, W. M. Pentucket Lodge.
Nare’t C. SaxBorN, W. M. Ancient York Lodge.
SoLon W. Srtevexs, W. M. Kilwinning Lodge.
Whu. E. LiviNesToN, W. M. William North Lodge.
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R. W. Winslow Lewis moved that these valuable
portraits be accepted, and that the thanks of the Grand
Lodge be communicated to the donors, and the motion
unanimously prevailed.

In accordance with the foregoing vote the following
communications have been forwarded as addressed :

GRAND LODGE OF MABSSACHUSETTS,
OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER.
BOSTON, Sept. 14th, 1874,

Georee B. Dixwert, Esq.

DEar Sir:—At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts held on the 9th inst., I had the pleas-
ure of announcing the receipt of your most acceptable gift of a
portrait of your honored father, John Dixwell, M. D., who was
Grand Master of Masons in this Commonwealth during the years
1821, 1822 and 1823. The destruction of our Temple by fire
in 1864, involved the loss of many precious relics and souvenirs
not to be valued by a money standard, and many of which can
never be replaced. Highly estimated among these was the
series of portraits of Grand Masters, complete with the excep-
tion of two, whose likenesses were believed not to exist. We
have never ceased to mourn this well-nigh irreparable loss, and
entered upon the task of renewing the collection with faint
hearts. Each addition to the ranks of this goodly company
gives us new courage and is welcomed with increasing satis-
faction.

The older members of our Fraternity in this State remember
Dr. Dixwell with great respect and affection, while all the
Brethren are familiar with the record of his distinguished ser-
vices. The Grand Lodge therefore voted to accept most
gratefully your generous gift and directed that suitable acknowl-
edgment be made for the same. We have placed it on our
walls in company with the * counterfeit presentment’’ of Joseph
‘Warren, Paul Revere, and many others of the honored dead.
We trust that they may long remain there and incite us and
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our successors to revere their characters and imitate their
virtues.
With the expression of my personal respect and gratitude,
I beg to subscribe myself,
Your obedient servant,
SereNo D. NickErsoN,
Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts.

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
OYFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER.
BOSTON, Sept. 14th, 1874,
Joux ViaLi, Esq., Past Masier,

Dear Sir aND W. Brorrer :—The M. W. Grand Lodge accepts
with great pleasure the portrait of Past Grand Master John
Abbot and returns its most sincere and hearty thanks to each
and all of the Brethren who have contributed for ite purchase,
and especially to yourself, the originator and prime mover of
this good work.

Half a century has elapsed since that true-hearted Brother
assumed the Oriental Chair. It was his good fortune to occupy
iton the 17th of June, 1825, when Gen. Lafayette visited the
Grand Lodge. On that day they together laid the corner-stone
of Bunker Hill Monument. It was a day * full of interest to
other classes of the community as well as Masons. The reap-
pearance of Lafayette after an absence of more than forty years
—the presence of a large number of Revolutionary soldiers, his
companions in arms—the oration by Webster—the Masonic
and military display—the gigantic procession,—all these pre-
sented a cluster of attractions and made the occasion one of
unsurpassed brilliancy and grandeur.” Those who had the
happiness to hear the oration and to witness the imposing cer.
emonies regard it as the grandest occasion of their lives, and
the mere narrative excites in others a thrill of admiration and
delight.

In the following year the anti-Masonic persecution began and
raged with mad violence for ten years. * During the whole of
this period Brother Abbot stood as a faithful sentinel on the
outer walls of the citadel. He was always present where duty
called. In 1884, when the storm had reached the height of its
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fury, he was again elected Grand Master, and assumed the
direction of the affairs of the Craft, then in a depressed and
embarrassing condition; but which, through an indomitable
firmness that nothing could shake, and an energy which nothing
could tire, he restored to a degree of order and placed on a foot-
ing, the good effects of which were soon manifest in the revival and
renewed prosperity of the Lodges throughout the jurisdiction.
The Masouic Fraternity of Massachusetts owe him a large debt
of gratitude. He was an able, true and faithful Brother,—a
wise counsellor, and a safe leader.”” Such is the testimony of
one who stood shoulder to shoulder with him in those trying
times. We do well to cherish, by every means in our power,
the memory of Brethren who rendered such important services
to the Fraternity.

To this formal communication of the thanks of the Grand
Lodge, permit me to add the expression of my own grateful
acknowledgments for your valuable contnbutlon to our gallery

of Masonic Worthies.
) Very truly and fraternally yours,
SereNo D. Nickerson,
Grand Master.

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER.
BOSTON, Sept. 14th, 1874,

To tHE Masters oF PeNTUCKET, ANcIENT YORK,
KiLwinnine AND WiLLiaM Norte Lopeks,

‘Worsaiprur BRreTHREN :—It is my pleasant duty to inform you
of the acceptance of the portrait of R. W. William Sewall
Gardner, Past Grand Master, and to communicate to you, and
the Lodges you represent, the thanks of the M. W. Grand
Lodge for this appropriate memorial of a Brother, whose labors
in behalf of the Fraternity have been so receutly bestowed as to
be familiar to all his Brethren, and whose works in that regard
are known and read of all men. The services thus rendered
entitle him to an honorable place by the side of the excellent
and illustrious men who have adorned the office of Grand
Master.

Be assured, Brethren, that we most heartily concur in your
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egtimate of the character and labors of him whom you so justly
piaise and prize. The Grand Lodge will carefully preserve this
«expressive reminder of his usefulness and your affection.
With the assurance of my own warmest gratitude and most
affectionate interest in each of your Lodges,
Believe me to be, dear Brethren,
Very truly and fraternally yours,
Serenxo D. NickersoN, Grand Master.

The petition of C. G. Carr, for restoration to the

rights and privileges of Freemasonry, was submitted to
the Grand T.odge, and referred to R. W. Bros. Percival

L Everett and George E. Stacy, and W. Bro. William
J. Stevens.
The Committee on Trials presented their

REPORT ON TIIE PROCEEDINGS OF BAY STATE LODGE
IN THE TRIAL OF ADDINGTON D. WELCH.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
Sopt. 9th, 1571

The Committee on Trials, to whom were referred the proceed-
ings of Bay State Lodge, Montague, in the trial of Bro. A. D.
Welch, having examined the record transmitted to the Grand
Lodge in said case, respectfully report:

That two charges against the respondent, — namely, fraud
and unmasonic conduct, each charge being accompanied with
three specifications,—were filed, and a Special Communication
of the Lodge for the trial of these charges was held on May 18th,
1874. There is nothing in the record to show whether the
respondent was duly notified of the pending of the charges, but
this may be considered as immaterial, because he was present
at the trial, both personally and by counsel. To the first charge,
the respondent pleaded, “ Not Guilty,”” and inasmuch as upon
thiz, he was acquitted by the Lodge, it need be no further con-
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sidered. Upon the second charge, to wit, that of unmasonic
conduct, under which were specifications of drunkenness, vehe-
ment mendacity, and abuse of family, the plea of the respond-.
ent was ‘‘ Guilty,”” except as to the specification relating to
abuse of his family. Upon this plea of “Guilty,”” the Lodge
sentenced him to suspension from Masonry for the term of six

months.
The record in this case is by no means properly made, being

deficient in many of the particulats necessary to constitute an
accurate statement of a Masonic trial, yet inasmuch as substan-
tial justice appearsto have been done, your committee respect-
fully recommend that the proceedings of Bay State Lodge in

this trial be confirmed.
Tracy P. CHEEVER,

Freperick D. Evy,
Committee.

The report was accepted and the recommendation
adopted, confirming the action of Bay State Lodge, by
"which Bro. Addington D. Welch is suspended from all
the rights and privileges of Freemasonry for the term
of six months.

On motion of R. W. John McClellan, Grand Treas-
urer, it was voted that five hundred dollars ($500) be
appropriated to purposes of charity, to be disbursed
under the direction and supervision of the Committee
on Charity.

The Committee on Trials submitted their

REPORT ON THE COMPLETED PROCEEDINGS OF SAINT
JOHN'S LODGE, BOSTON, IN THE TRIAL OF SOLON
TIHIHORNTON.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
Sept. 9th, 1874,

The Committee on Trials, to whom was referred the record of
proceedings of St. John’s Lodge, Boston, in the trial of Bro.
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Solon Thornton, have attended to the duty assigned them and
respectfully report:

That the completed record of the proceedings of St. John’s
Lodge in this painful case having been presented, the whole
case comes rightfully before the Grand Lodge for its final
action. At the last Quarterly Communication, the record of
proceedings of the trial held on March 27th, 1874, was pre-
sented, but the trial was not at that time completed, for the
reason that the presiding officer ruled that a two-thirds vote
of the members of the Lodge present, was necessary for the
cunviction of the respondent upon the charges filed. Under
this raling, a vote of the Lodge was taken upen the several
charges, the result of which was, that only a majority of the
members voted Guilty upon each charge, so that in the judg-
ment of the presiding officer, there was no conviction upon
either of the charges. Therefote, further proceedings in the
trial were stayed, and upon an appeal from the rulmg of the
Chair in respect to the number of members necessary for eon-
viction, the record of the Lodge presenting this smgle ques-
tion, came up to the Grand Lodge. The ruling of the Chair
was set aside as erroneous, and the case was then remanded to
St. John’s Lodge, for the purpose of completing the trial by
the imposition of such sentence as that Lodge should sée fit to
render, after which the full record of the case was to be trans-
mitted. The Grand Lodge having therefore decided upon the
inspection of the prior record, that the respondent stdod legally
convicted upon the several charges, so far as the mere ques-
tion of the number necessary.to convict is concerned, the
question now for conmsideration is, what judgment ‘shall be
rendered upon the entire record of the case ?

The charges against the respondent were as follows :

First, ‘“That the said Solon Thornton has committed acts and
been guilty of conduct unbecoming a Ma.son, and in violation
of his obligation ag a Mason.

“In that he bas, with intent to wrong and defraud a Body of
Masons, to wit, the Grand Coungil of Massachusetts, fraudu-
lently received a large sum of money belonging to said Grand
Council, to wit, the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars.
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“And further, that the said Solon Thornton, with the intent
to wrong and defraud said Grand Council, hath fraudulently
concealed a large sum of money belonging to said Grand
Council, to wit, the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, and
doth now conceal said sum.

“And further, that the said Solon Thornton, with the intent
to wrong and defraud said Grand Council, fraudulently used
and appropriated to his own use a large sum of money belong-
ing to said Grand Council, to wit, the sum of two hundred and
fifty dollars, and though often requested, has refused to pay
over the said sum to said Grand Council, and still refuses to
make restitution thereof.”

Second, ““That the said Solon Thornton has committed and
been guilty of other acts unbecoming a Mason, and in viola-
tion of his obligation as a Mason.

¢“In that the said Solon Thornton, with intent to wrong, in-
jure and deceive the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the
State of New Hampshire, wilfully made false and fraudulent
representations as to the action of the M. W. Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts in regard to an application made by one Seth
Winslow.

“And further, that the said Solon Thornton, with the like
intent and with the intent to wrong and injure the M. W.
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, falsely represented himself to
be an Officer of the M. W.- Grand Lodge of Massachusetts ;
which said representation was made to Right Worshipful
Brother Bell, then an Officer of the M. W. Grand Lodge of
New Hampshire.”’

Third, “That the said Solon Thornton has committed and
been guilty of other acts unbecoming a Mason, and in violation
of his obligation as a Mason.

“In that the said Solon Thornton, having been duly elected
and installed Secretary of St. John’s Lodge of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons, and while acting in that capacity, with the
intent to wrong, injure and defraud said Lodge, kept false and
fraudulent accounts of the moneys received by him as Secretary
aforesaid, and especially of the moneys paid to him by Brothers
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Linus M. Child, Theo. Smith and C. N. Bliss, during the years
A.D. 1870 and 1871.

“““And further, that the said Solon Thornton, while acting as
Secretary aforesaid, with intent to wrong, injure and defraud
the Lodge aforesaid, fraudulently received and concealed a
large sum of money due to and belonging to said Lodge during
the years aforesaid, to wit, the sum of twenty dollars paid by
Bro. Linus M. Child; the sum of thirteen dollars and fifteen
cents, by Bro. Theo. Smith ; the sum of thirteen dollars by
Bro. C. N. Bliss.

“That the said Solon Thornton, fraudulently and with intent
aforesaid, omitted to enter the sums aforesaid, received by him
a8 aforesaid, to the credit of said Lodge on the books of
account kept by him as Secretary aforesaid.

“That the said Solon Thornton, with like intent, made false
and frandulent accounts and returns of the moneys received
by him as Secretary aforesaid, in that he wilfully omitted to
return an account for the three several sums aforesaid, received
by him as aforesaid.

“And further, that the said Solon Thornton hath wronged,
injured and defrauded the St. John’s Lodge of Master Masons,
by fraudulently appropriating to his own use the three several
sums of money received by him as aforesaid, and though often
requested, hath refused to pay over the same to said Lodge.”’

It can hardly be questioned that these charges thus fully and
technically set forth, constitute Masonic offences of the gravest
and most serious nature. The wrongful and fraudulent appro-
priation of funds belonging to a Masonic Body and held solely
by virtue of the fiduciary capacity in which they were received
by the respondent, is an offence not simply against the prop-
erty of the lawful owners, but against his own honor, integrity
and good name. The offence alleged in the second charge was
still graver in its nature and consequences. It was in effect,
an attempt at fraud upon the Grand Lodges of two sovereign

States, which had preserved, for a long series of years, now
become historical in their Masonic import, the most harmoni-

ous and fraternal relations. The attempt was so far successful

a8 to disturb, though happily only for a brief season, the



16 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [Sept. 9,

amicability and evenness of the Masonic life and intercourse,

so long led and held by and between these Grand Organiza-
tions. If the old harmonies were at last restored, by the full

exvosition of the facts involved, and through mutual unfolding
of hearts, by the representatives of the two jurisdictions, no
thanks were due for such restoration to him to whom the orig-
inal breach in these historical relations between the two Grand
Lodges, was due. For his offence, this Grand Lodge, by its
ynanimous vote, struck the offender’s name from the Roll of
Honor. It would almost seem superfiuous to contend, that for
an offence like this, which was palpably against the entire Fra-
ternity of both jurisdictions, and which tended to the sundering
of harmonious inter-State relations extending over three genera-
tions, the offender might properly be brought to the bar of the
subordinate Lodge of which he was a member, and there tried
as for an offence against Masonry itself.

The charges having been duly filed, a summons, in due form,
was served upon the respondent, together with a copy of the
charges, and the members of the Lodge were also summoned to
appear at a Special Communication on March 27th, at which
time the trial took place.

After opening upon the third degree, the W. M. Bro. William
F. Peirce, after informing the members that he would be called
as a witness in the case, requested R. W. Bro. Daniel Harwood,
Senior Past Master, to preside at the trial. Accordingly R. W.
Bro. Harwood assumed the Chair and thereafter presided. The
committee appointed by the Lodge to take charge of the trial,
consisting of R. W. Bro. Winslow Lewis, and Bros. William
H. Thomes and Joseph N. Peirce Jr., selected R. W. Bro.
Edward Avery to act as counsel for the Lodge, and Bro. F. W.
Pelton was appuinted as counsel for the respondent.

The respondent, having been called upon to plead to the
several charges, thereupon pleaded Not Guilty. The counsel
for the respondent then moved to dismiss the first charge, viz,
that relating to the fraud alleged to have been committed by
the respondent against the Grand Council of Massachusetts, for
want of jurisdiction. The motion was properly overruled-by
the presiding officer, who held that this charge should be tried.
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Bro. Pelton then moved or rather requested to have the
second charge dismissed, because the respondent had been
once tried on that charge and had suffered the penalty of the
Grand Lodge; but after argument by the respective counsel,
this request was withdrawn.

The witnesses were then obligated by the presiding officer,.
and their testimony was introduced. In support of the first
charge, R.W. Bro. John McClellan and W. Charles H. Norris
testified in substance, that the respondent had made returns of
the sum of $378 as being the fofal amount received by him
during a given time, whereas for the same time he had re-
ceived returns from subordinate Councils of the sum of $516,
for which he had given receipts; also that the respondent had
acknowledged the deficiency and promised to pay it some time.

Upon the second charge, the records and reports of the Grand
Lodge were introduced as evidence, under the objection of the
respondent which was overruled. Upon this branch of the
case, R.W. Brothers Charles H. Titus, Charles C. Dame and
G. Washington Warren testified concerning the misrepresenta-
tions alleged to have been made by the respondent to R.W,
Bro. Bell, of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, and a letter
from Bro. Bell to the respondent as to the particulars of the
conversation between them, in which conversation the fraudu-
lent statements are given in detail, was introduced.

In relation to the third charge, the testimony of Bro. Allen,
the Secretary, and of Theo. Smith was presented : and the W.
Master testified, that the Secretary, Bro. Allen, had called
his attention to a discrepancy in the respondent’s accounts as
Secretary, he having reported a deficit at the Annual Meeting
of the Finance Committee of $529.60, whereas the true deficit
as shown by the book, was $1,125.10 ; he afterwards called on
the respondent and requested him to appoint some time to
meet the members of the committee and examine the accounts,
a8 a discrepancy had been discovered in the same. The re-
spondent evaded making any appointment with the Finance
Committee, but stated that he would meet Bro. Allen and look
over the books with him. A meeting was appointed for the
purpose, but for some reason did not take place. Before the
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Stated Meeling of April of that year (1872) the respondent was
informed that the matter would be reported to the Lodge. On
the evening of the meeting in April, a note from the respondent
was received, which was produced in evidence, wherein he
promised to pay $50 per week, for the purpose of having the
matter squared up. This sum was paid for five weeks, amount-
ing to $250, which was the total amount of cash received from
the respondent on account of his deficiency, leaving an unpaid
balance of $345.50, in excess of the amount of the deficit re-
ported by him. The evidence for the prosecution being thus
concluded, the respondent was obligated, and made a state-
ment to the Lodge, which constituted the only evidence in the
case submitted on his behalf. In regard to the first charge, he
admitted that he owed two hundred and fifty dollars to the
Grand Council, but said that he generally made his payments
to the Grand Treasurer at one time, and that probably a large
portion of the delinquency came in too late for the Annual Meet-
ing—that it was customary to close up the account before that
time, and that probably accounted for his having the money in
his possession. In respect to the second charge, he denied
being introduced to R.W. Bro. Bell as Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and claimed that he was intro-
duced as simply Bro. Thornton. As to the third charge, he
stated that it had always been his custom to keep the amount
paid into his hands by applicants for the degrees until their
application was acted upon by the Lodge, and if accepted, then
to pay the amount to the Treasurer; that he sometimes re-
ceived quarterages from the members upon the street; that it
was his usual custom to put all money together; that he did not
keep the Lodge money separate from his private funds; that
he attributed his deficiency to his careless manner of keeping
the books, and that he did not intend to defraud the Lodge.

At the, conclusion of this statement of the respondent, the
evidence was closed, and arguments were submitted by the
respective counsel. A vote was then taken agreeably to the
directions of the Grand Constitutions; the result was that the
respondent was found guilty upon each of the three charges.

A subsequent Special Communication of St. John’s Lodge
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was held on June 29th, 1874, in pursuance of the directions of
the Grand Lodge at the last Quarterly Communication, order-
ing St. John’s Lodge to proceed with the trial and complete
the record thereof, the only act remaining for the members
to perform being the imposition of sentence upon the respon-
dent.

At this Communication R, W. Bro. Harwood again presided,
by request of the W. M, Tbe members of the Lodge were
also summoned to appear for the discharge of the duty devolv-
ing upon them. The official communication of the Recording
Grand Secretary announcing the action of the Grand Lodge
upon the record of the case already sent up, was read. The
charges against the respondent, and indeed the entire proceed-
ings of the trial in March, were also read. Several members
were present at this Communication who had not been present
at the trial, and npon the raising of a question whether such
members were entitled to vote upon the sentence of the re-
spondent, the W. Master stated that he had consulted with the
M. W. Grand Master, in whose judgment any member of the
Lodge was entitled to vote upon the penalty ; but any one not
present at the trial and baving conscientious scruples might be.
excused. In view of the fact that at this Special Communica-
tion, the entire proceedings at the trial, including the evidence
on both sides, were read in the hearing of all, the soundness of
the opinion of the Grand Master, that all might vote who
desired upon the question of penalty, can scarcely be doubted.

The question was then put by the presiding officer whether
the respondent should be expelled from the rights and benefits
of Freemasonry, and upon the taking of the vote, sixty-six
members voted Yes, and fifty-eight members voted No.

Twenty-nine members were excused, as they were not pres-
ent at the trial; two, becanse they were witnesses; one, be-
cause he had preferred the charge, and one, as presiding
officer.

Solon Thornton was therefore declared expelled from the
rights and privileges of Freemasonry. After two very arduous
sessions of St. John’s Lodge, during which R.W. Bro. Harwood
presided with eminent ability, fairness and impartiality, for
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which he justly received the thanks of the Lodge, the proceed-
ings were closed, and the record has been completed.

It is but simple justice to Bro. James W. Allen, Secretary
of St. John’s Lodge, to say that his record of this casc bears
the marks of great care and painstaking, and that in all essen-
tial particulars it is clear and accurate.

St. John's Lodge having thus discharged, what, to its mem-
bers, must have been one of the most painful duties within the
range of their Masonic experience, it remains for this Grand
Lodge to take such action upon the record of the case pre-
sented, as law and justice require. To the members of this
Grand Body, and especially to those whose connection is a
permanent one, there is a peculiar sadness attached to a case
like the present. There must be retrospections and memories

" of brighter days; there must be yearnings of sympathy toward
the respondent and sad regrets for his fall. There must be, at
least, hope and the tenderness of charity for the whole future
of his life. Above all, there can be no exultation and no shade
of bitterness, as we wistfully gaze back upon a companionship
once cherished, and perhaps never to pass wholly from our
kind regard.

But justice, honor, and the integrity of the Craft will all be
imperilled if duty shall fail.

Your committee, in the discharge of that duty, as it is com-
mended to them after a careful examination of the case, respect-
fully recommend that the proceedings of St. John’s Lodge in
the trial of Solon Thornton, be confirmed.

‘ Tracy P. CHEEVER,
Frenerick D. Evry.
Commiltee.

The report was accepted; and the recommendation
unanimously adopted, confirming the action of Saint
John’s Lodge, whereby Solon Thorn‘on is expelled
from all the rights and privileges of Freemasonry,

The committee to whom was referred the complaint
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of Trinity Lodge, of Clinton, against Wilder Lodge, of
Leominster, reported as follows :

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE COMPLAINT OF TRINITY
LODGE AGAINST WILDER LODGE.

IN GRAND LODGE,
BOSTON, Sept. 9, 1874.

The Committee appointed, at the Quarterly Communication
in March last, to investigate the complaint of Trinity Lodge,
Clinton, against Wilder Lodge, Leominster, have attended to
that duty, and respectfully offer the following report :

This complaint embraces a charge of unmasonic conduct with
two specifications.

First, That Wilder Lodge has invaded the jurisdiction of
Trinity Lodge in accepting a candidate from the town of Ster-
ling. .

Second, That the candidate is unworthy.

As to the first specification, the question of jurisdiction,—the
indisputable points are :

Firgt, That Sterling is about four miles from Clinton, and
seven miles from Leominster.

Second, There is Railroad communication with the three
towns during the day, but none at night; consequently, as the
Lodges meet only at night, communication must be had by the
county road, in carriages or on foot.

Third, All the Brethren of Sterling, with but one exception,
have received the degrees in Trinity Lodge, Clinton.

From these several points, the natural conclusion must be,
that no sane man, if obliged to go on foot, wili consider it
“most convenient’’ to walk seven miles, rather than four, and
if he is a merciful man, and sane, he will have the same consid-
eration for his horse, if he has the choice to ride.

Upon this conclusion, and the fact that since the two Lodges
were chartered, all the Brethren of Sterling have rgceived the
degrees in, and affiliated with Trinity Lodge (with only the
one exception just mentioned) your committee are of the opin-
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ion that Trinity Lodge has jurisdiction over the town of Ster-
ling, and that Wilder Lodge has invaded that jurisdiction.

As to the second specification, that the candidate is unwor-
thy, the committee offer the following history of the case, that
their conclusions may be clearly understood ; also, to show the
spirit that has characterized the conduct of the two Lodges in-
volved in the controversy.

February 20, 1872, —— , a resident of Sterling, a prac-
titioner in the Eclectic School of medicine, made application for
the degrecs in Wilder Lodge, Leomminster. The committee on
the application asked further time at the Stated Communica-
tions in March, April and May. One of the committece wrote
to Sterling for information regarding this candidate, and re-
ccived a reply (signed by every Mason in town at the time)
protesting strongly against his admission.

The Worshipful Master of Trinity Lodge also addressed a
letter to the Worshipful Master of Wilder Lodge, protesting
against the action of Wilder Lodge, in invading the jurisdiction
of Trinity Lodge; but waived that argument in favor of the
more important and, as he believed, more effective one, of char-
acter. This protest and letter cannot be found, and the pre-
cise statements and expressions cannot be given, but all agree
that the principal objections made to the admission of the can-

didate were on account of his intemperate and immoral charac-
ter. At the Stated Communication in June a majority of
the committee made an unfavorable report and he was rejected.
This closes the first chapter of this history. The question of
jurisdiction was still claimed by Trinity Lodge, and the impu-
tations against the character of the candidate were, in a cer-
tain degree, established by this rejection. The Brethren of
Sterling were satisfied with the result, and felt no further at-
tempt would be made to lift an unworthy candidate into the
Fraternity. Not so, however, with Wilder Lodge. They had
not yiclded a single point in the case, had made no inquiries
regarding jurisdiction, and had allowed the rcjection only be-
cause, to use the expression of one of the principal members of
the Lodge, “they did not, at that time, think it expedient to

elect him.”’
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The rejection of this candidate occurred at the Stated Com-
munication of Wilder Lodge held June 18, 1872.

February 11, 18173, just one year after the first application,
and the seventh month after his rejection, ——— made a
second application for the degrees in Wilder Lodge.

The Annual Election of the Lodge had intervened, and a
new Worshipful Master had succerded to the Chair. This new
Master was a physician, also of the Eclectic School, and an in-
timate friend of the candidate ; than whom no man was better
able to judge of his merits or his fitness for the degrees in
Masonry.

This second application was referred to two Past Masters and
the Secretary.

At the next Stated Communication, held March 11, 1873,
each of the committee made a favorable report and the candi-
date was accepted. March 25th., at a Special Communication,
he received the first degree. Thus far had this second appli-
cation proceeded without the knowledge of any of the ten or
twelve Brethren from Sterling, who had protested against the
first application. The first knowledge they had, came from the
candidate, who hastened to proclaim himself an Entered Ap-
prentice.

At a Special Communication of Trinity Lodge, held April 8,
1873, some of the Brethren of Sterling complained of this ac-
tion of Wilder Lodge, and it was voted, that the Secretary be
requested to report to the Grand Lodge, the action of Wilder
Lodge in accepting —— , of Sterling. The Secretary ad-
dressed the following communication to the Grand Master.

TriNiTY LODGE, CLINTON, April 10, 1873.

M. W. Sereno Dwight Nickerson, Grand Master of the
Grund Lodge of Massachusetts :

DEar Stz AND BROTHER:—I have the honor to hereby officially in-
form you that at a Special Communication of Trinity Lodge, held on
the 8th. inst., the following vote was passed. Voted, that the Secretary
be requested to report to the Grand Lodge the action of Wilder Lodge,
of Leominster, in accepting one —— ——, of Sterling. The facts in the
cage are these. First, The individual is within our jurisdiction and
‘Wilder Lodge had no right to accept him without our consent, which
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they have never asked for. Second, The individual is not a proper
person to be made a Mason, his habits being of a very immoral char-
acter. Some time ago he applied for the degrees to Wilder Lodge,
and was rejected; every Mason in Sterling signing a petition agninst
him. With this paper in their archives, and without again consulting
any of the Brethren in Sterling, Wilder Lodge has, clundestinely, as it
were, accepted him on a second application, and already conferred the
first degree.

These facts can be substantiated by the Brethren in Sterling, mem-
bers of our Lodge, and thinking the cause of Masonry is injured by the
action of Wilder Lodge, the case is now left in your hands. Trust-
ing it may receive your early attention, we remain,

Fraternally yours,
(Signed) HENRY N. OTTERSON.

Secretary of Trinity Lodge.

On receipt of this communication the Grand Master issued
the following order. ,

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER.
BOSTON, April 11, 1873,

To the Muster of Wilder Lodge, Leominster :

DEAR Sir AND W. BROTHER :—Complaint having been made to me
that your Lodge has improperly tuken jurisdiction over a candidate by
the name of — ——, of Sterling, you are hereby directed to refrnin
from further conferring any of the degrees in Freemasonry upon said
, until said complaint is investigated, and until further in-
structions are issued from the Grand Master.

Very truly and fraternally yours,
(Signed) SERENO D. NICKERSON,
Grand Master.

This order effectually stopped all further progress, and the
candidate still remains an Entered Apprentice.

The history of this case betrays a remarkable dotermmatlon
on the part of Wilder Lodge to admit this candidate into the
Fraternity. With the exception of the rejection of his first
application, there is no evidence of any disposition to investi-
gate his character, or guard the Institution against the admis-
sion of an unworthy candidate.

As evidence of the disposition to elect him at all hazards,
note the following incident :
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It happened on the evening of March 11th, 1873, when the
second application of —— was acted upon, that two
Brethren from Sterling visited Wilder Lodge, not knowing of
this second application. The Worshipful Master was intro-
duced to them in the ante-room, before the Lodge was opened.
As no one could vouch for them, they were obliged to wait for
a committee to examine them. One of this committee was a
personal acquaintance of one of the visitors, knew he was from
Sterling and had signed the protest against , yet no
questions were asked concerning him, and no intimation given
that his application was before the Lodge. Some considerable
time elapsed before the committee appeared, which was occu-
pied in balloting, and when the visitors were admitted, the
business was concluded. All the visitors saw was work on
the third degree, and they never knew that —— was
admitted on that evening, until it became known through this
committee of the Grand Lodge.

Of the committee on the second application —— and
—— —— admit they sought no information from the Brethren
of Sterling, or from the Fraternity. They thought the Brethren
of Sterling were prejudiced against the candidate, and there-
fore made no inquiry of them.
professes a more thorough investigation. He
ssserts that he went to Sterling, and spent half the day in
making inquiries concerning the character of —— ——, that
he inquired of the protesting Brethren, who told him they
knew nothing of the candidate, except what a certain Brother
had told them, and they had signed the protest on this Broth-
er's say so.

Your committee made considerable effort to find these Breth-
ren of Sterling, who were thus interviewed by ——, but
without success. Every Brother in Sterling, who was a Mason
at the time of this second application, has emphatically denied
in writing, that any person from Leominster has ever questioned
him concerning this candidate. Your committee have been
unable to hear of any positive inquiry being made by either
member of this committee of investigation. This committee must
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have known they were appointed to investigate the character
of a rejected candidate, that the principal objectors were,
Brother Masons of the same town with the candidate, and they
were bound by the requirements of the Grand Constitutions,
which they had solemnly sworn to support, and by the highest
sense of duty to the Institution, as well as honor to themselves,
to investigate the objections of the Brethren and the character
of the candidate, so that their report would stand beyond the
question of a doubt.

To the minds of your committee they did no such thing.
Except the assertion of —— —— that he visited Sterling for
the purpose of inquiry, there is not the slightest eyidence that
any inquiry was made from any source.

How far the action of Wilder Lodge, as a Body, has been
controlled by the five Brethren most intimately connected with
this case, can only be guessed. Certain, it surely is, that
your committee have been unable to find even the expression
of a thought that did not appear to emanate from these five.
proposed the candidate, , and
—— —— were the committee, and —— —— was his particu-
lar friend. Correspondence with one of them was correspond-
ence with all, and any new thought or argument bore evidence
of a joint paternity.

At an interview with ——, interesting because it prom-
ised so much, he stated that Wilder Lodge did not iutend to
accept an unworthy candidate, and in this instance, if the order
of the Grand Master was revoked, the candidate could. not
take another degree without a strict investigation. He also
stated that the Brethren of Sterling cared little about the
matter, and in proof, called attention to the fact that two of
the protesting Brethren were present on the evening of —
’s acceptance. As has already been shown they were pres-
ent afler the ballot.

Desiring to get some expression from Wilder Lodge to show
the attitude of the Brethren, the chairman of your committee
addressed the following private letter to ——

—
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BosTon, May 23d, 1874,

DEaR SIR AND BRoOTHER:—You will remember in our con-
versation at my store some few weeks ago, you made the remark in
substance, that Wilder Lodge had no desire or intention to receive an
mworthy candidate, and if the rumors concerning — —— were
true, he could not get another degree even if the Grand Master’s
order was revoked. Now this may be or may not be the feeling in
Wilder Lodge, a large majority may still be in favor of conferring the
other degrees, while if a new ballot was ordered, one individual could
stop him. .

You will readily see, that as the case now stands, Wilder Lodge
takes the attitude of having accepted an unworthy candidate, and as
far as any expression of the Lodge is concerned, is only prevented
from conferring the degrees by the Grand Master’s order. There has
been no occasion to say anything before this, becanse until you got
the complaint from me, they had no reason to believe that any other
question was involved except jurisdiction.

Now, it seems to me, that having received a copy of the entire
complaint, it would be a good opportunity to show the feeling of
Wilder Lodge, by adopting at the next Regular Meeting, some kind of
sresolution disclaiming any desire or intention to receive any candi-
dste unless found worthy; and that the candidate in question could
not, if left entirely to the will of the Lodge, be advanced without a
foll and candid hearing on the question of character.

If this is really the earnest feeling of an expressive majority, I
should like to say so in my report, because if this is the private feeling
of the Lodge, it will have a very favorable effect on the disposal of the
case.

I offer this only as a suggestion, and leave entirely to your judgment
its advisability.

Please let me hear from you and give me your views on the subject.

Yours fraternally,

C. J. DANFORTH.

It will be seen that this letter is addressed to a private indi-
vidual, and the suggestions left entirely to his judgment. The
reply, although claimed by him, and boasted of as his own
production, also professes to be the unanimous opinion of
Wilder Lodge.
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At the Regular Communication of Wilder Lodge held this evening,
Tuesday, May 23d, 1874, the following was unanimously adopted :

‘Whereas, by order of the Grand Master, dated April 11, 1873, this
Lodge has been enjoined from conferring the degrees of Fellow Craft
and Master Mason upon — ——, a candidate who has been regu-
larly accepted and initiated by this Lodge, upon complaint of Trinity
ILodge, of Clinton, to the Grand Master, that we have improperly taken
Jurisdiction over said candidate; and whereas, said matter of jurisdie-
tion was referred, by the Grand Lodge at their Quarterly Meeting held
on the 11th day of March, to a committee ; and whereas, in addition to
the matter referred to them, the said committee have proceeded to
investigate certain charges against the moral character of said candi-
date, which charges have never been presented to this Lodge to inves-
tigate, now therefore,

Resolved, That while we express our willingness now and ever to
candidly and impartially investigate any and all charges which may
be regularly made against this candidate or any Mason within our ju-
risdiction; yet we most earnestly protest against any ex parte trial by
others, of any candidate who has been initiated by this Lodge, as an
infringement of our Charter rights, and as an entirely irregular and
unmasonic proceeding.

Resolved, that a copy of the above be furnished the Most Worshipfal
Grand Master, and the chairman of said committee.

A True Copy. G. F. MoRsE,
L. S. Secretary Wilder Lodge.

If this paper truly represents the views and feelings of
Wilder Lodge, it is evident that the admission of this candi-
date has become a partizan matter to be accomplished at all
hazards.

Your committee did not feel called to investigate the charac-
ter of the candidate further than to establish the charge of
Trinity Lodge that he was unworthy, and on that point there
can be no question. In addition to his intemperance and other
misdemeanors, there is evidence that his matrimonial experi-
ences are frequent and unscrupulous, as will be seen by the
following extract from the Clinton Courant of August 8th, 1874.
[An article from said paper was here submitted by the com-
mittee, setting forth that the candidate referred to, had been
guilty of the crime of bigamy.]
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Your committee, in conclagion express the opinion that :—

Wilder Lodge has invaded the jurisdiction of Trinity Lodge
in the acceptance of a candidate, and that the candidate is
unworthy,—that in the controversy growing out of these facts,
Wilder Lodge entirely ignored the protests of Trinity Lodge
and the Brethren of the Order, as shown in the fact that it
required an order from the Grand Master to arrest the progress
of the candidate ; also that the five Brethren most deeply inter-
ested, have allowed their zeal to outrun their discretion, prov-
ing that in places of trust and honor, their private wishes are
paamount to their duty; and finally that the Brethren of
Wilder Lodge have been strangely and unduly influenced by
these five Brethren.

Nor can this conduct be excused on the plea of a sudden
imitation. It has proved to be the consistent course of a
determined purpose, looking forward to a desired consumma-
tion, and though bafled and thwarted, still, with an indepen-
dence worthy of a better cause, clinging to any advantage
gained.

To the minds of your committee the case presents a serious
aspect, which rigid investigation only makes the more hideous.
The feature most to be regretted is the attitude assumed by
Wilder Lodge. The matter of jurisdiction was claimed by
Trinity Lodge, and had it arisen between parties equally
desirous for a peaceful solution, it would undoubtedly have
been referred to competent authority for decision. But it does
not appear that Wilder Lodge made any attempt to settle the
question. They arrogated to themselves the power to decide
it, and have persistently resisted any interference.

And so with the candidate. After accepting him against
the protests of Trinity Lodge, they claim all the rights that
belong to a Lodge in a regular course of proceeding.

In this attitude, and while in this disposition, it must be
evident to all good Masons, that the interests and well-being
of Masonry have no protection in Wilder Lodge beyond and
above their own individual wishes,
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To look for a different course, is to take counsel of our hopes,
against the light of our experience.

Your committee, therefore, in view of the magnitude of the
offence, in the full belief that the course of Wilder Lodge is
cxceedingly detrimental to the Masonic Institution, and if con-
tinued orjcountenanced, will tend to weaken the power of this
Grand Lodge, fecl constrained to recommend such action, as in
their judgment will best preserve the interests of the Fraternity
from the hurtful influence of unmasonic conduct.

The Bible informs us that a house divided against itself can-
not stand, and for the Grand Lodge to countenance in the least
degree the admission of the unworthy, or the conduct of any
Lodge guilty of such admission, is to sow the seeds of discord
and division, which must result in the final overthrow of the
Institution.

In the light of these facts and this belief, your committee
respectfully recommend that the order of the Grand Master
regarding this candidate remain in perpetual force unless other-
wise ordered by this Grand Lodge.

Your committee desire to express in the strongest terms,
their unqualified disapprobation of the conduct of the five
Brethren most intimately concerned in this case, but most
especially that of the Worshipful Master. In him is vested all
the prerogatives for governing his Lodge, and without his
countenance, the efforts of the others would have been unavail-
ing. In him, this Grand Lodge_ has reposed the care and
responsibility of preserving his Lodge against all hurtful influ-
ences, and the solemn obligation which he has taken, upon his
honor as a Mason, to support and maintain the Constitutions
and Regulations of this Grand Lodge, only makes his conduct
more heinous. The evidence clearly shows that he well knew
the character of the candidate, and that notwithstanding such
knowledge. he persistently labored to force him into the Fra-
ternity. _

le has shown himself unfit to hold the high and responsible
office of Worshipful Master, and your committce recommend
the passage of the following resolutions :

Resolved, That the action of —— —— in regard to the admis-
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sion of ——, deserves and receives the condemnation of
this Grand Lodge.
Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be instructed to commu-
nicate this resolution to —— ——, and to Wilder Lodge.
Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES J. DaNFORTH,
Bexsamin F. Artwoop,
WiLLiax J. STEVENS,

Committee.

After a lengthy discussion the report was accepted,
and the recommendations, which were separately sub-
mitted to the Grand Lodge, were adopted.

On motion of R.W. William J. Sawin, the dues of
Hampshire Lodge, of Haydenville, to the Grand Lodge,
for the year ending August 31, 1874, amounting to
about eighty dollars, were remitted, in consequence of
the severe loss suffered by that Lodge in the Mill
River disaster.

The Committee on Charters made the following re-
port on the petition of Crescent Lodge for Charter.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, Sept. 9, 1574,

The committee to whom was referred the petition of Crescent
Lodge, of Pittsfield, (now working under dispensation), for a
Charter, have attended to the duty assigned them, and respect-
fally report that they find the Records neatly and correctly
kept, and the Returns properly made. The Code of By-Laws
submitted for examination is in accordance with the Grand
Constitutions, and is recommended for approval. The re-
quired dues having been paid to the Grand Treasurer, your
committec recommend that a Charter be issued in accordance
with the prayer of the petitioners,
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The petitioners are to be congratulated in having had at their
head the past ycar, one who, for 80 many years, has taken a
deep and active interest in our Institution; an interest fraught
with vitality enough to warrant an impetus to the advance-
ment of this new Lodge and largely develop its infant resources ;
making it the living emblem of its significant name —the
flourishing, beaming, expanding Crescent,—so ornamental to
the heavens, and so beautiful to the human eye; typical of
vigor, promise and hope,

For the Committee,
Ivory H. Pore, Chairman.

The report was accepted, the recommendation adopted,
and a Charter granted to Crescent Lodge, of Pittsfield.
The Committee on By-Laws reported as follows :

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.

IN GRAND LODGE,
BOSToy, September 9, 1874.

The Committee on By-Léws have examined the amendments
submitted by

HAyYDEN, CHarLEs C. Daue,
JornN CuUTLER, ApELpHI,
Woning, Tontc (Taunton),
OCCIDENTAL, ArHoL, and

GEerMaNIA Lodges,

and find them correct, and recommend their approval. A few
words have been added by the committec to the amendment
submitted by Wyoming Lodge to make its meaning more
definite.
Respectfully submitted,
W. F. SaLnovw,
JOEL SEAVERNS,
. TroMas W. Davis,
Committee,
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The report was accepted and the recommendation
adopted. .

The old records of Carmel Lodge, Warren, chartered
September 8, 1824, and which made its last record
March 29, 1829, were presented to the Grand Lodge by
R.W. John Wetherbee, through the Grand Secretary,
with the following letter.

WARREN, September, 8, 1874,
R.W. BrotaER Tirus :—Please accept for the Grand Lodge a
Past Master’s Diploma issued by W. Bro. Soley in 1814, also

the records of ¢ Carmel” Lodge, whose Charter was issucd
Jifty years ago to-day.

But one Charter member is living, James S. Davis, of
Warren, who was born November 15, 1798, and initiated in Jeru-
salem Lodge, No. 40, New Jersey, in 1822,

Yours fraternally,
JouNn WerHerBkE, D. D. G. M. 18th District.

The above was accompanied by a Past Master’s
Diploma issued to W. Bro. Harvey Sessions, in 1814,
by Grand Master Benjamin Russell and Grand Secre-
tary John Soley. These interesting documents were
placed in the care of the Grand Secretary to be depos-
ited in the Archives of the Grand Lodge.

No further business appearing, the Grand Lodge was
closed in Ample Form at five minutes past five o’clock

P.M., prayer being offered by R. W. Rev. Charles II.
Titus.
A true Abstract from the Records,

A-ttest :

CuarLes H. Tirus, )
Recording Grand Secretary,
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Abstract of Proceedings

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

DECEMBER 9, A.L, 5874

Tae ANNUAL COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST WORSHIP-
L GraND LopGeE oF THE COMMONWEALTH OF Massa-
causerTs was held at the Masonic Temple, in the city
of Boston, on Wednesday, the ninth day of December,
AL 5874, AD. 1874.

Ol;'FlCERS PRESENT :
M.W. Sereno DWIGHT NICKERSON Grand Master.

RW. PErcivaL L. EVERETT . . . Deputy Grand Master.

R.W. Tracy P. CHEEVER . . . a3 Scnior Grand Warden.
RW.CHARLESG. REep . . . Junior Grand Warden.
R.W.JoaN McCCLELLAN . . . . Grand Treasurer.
RW.CHArLEs H. TrTus . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.
R.W. GEORGE P. SANGER . . . . Corresponding Grand Secretary
RW. WiLLiaM T. R. MarvIN . . D.D.G: Master, District No.
RW. WiLLiax II. Kent . . . . ¢ District No.
RW. CHARLES J. DANFORTH . . “ “  District No.
R.W.CrarLES A. WELCH . . . “ ¢ District No.
R.W. GEorGe F. BREED . . . . o “  District No.
RW.Josepr S. HHlowe . . . . o ¢ District No.
RW. HENRY P. PERKINS . . . . “ “  District No. 7.

qs».v-.*s».w:-'
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R.W. BowpDOIN S. PARKER

R.W. DanieL UPTON .
R.W. WiLLIAM J. SAWIN
R.W. JoseEpH B. KNOoX

R.W. GEORGE I.. RHOADS
R.W. ABrAnAM H. HOWLAND, Jx
R.W. EDWARD AVERY .

R.W. SMrrH B. HARRINGTON

R.W. JoaN WETHERBEE

W. REvV. ArLonzo H. QuiNnT, D. D
W. Rev. JosguA YounG

W. WiLLiAM H. CHESSMAN
‘W. Moses G. LyonN

W.JoAN ViALL . . .

‘W. James H. Bouve

W. HENRY A. BROWN g

‘W. Joux F. NEwWTON

W. LovELL BICKNELL .
W. JoHN M. RODOCANACHI §
W. DanteL T. V. HUNTOON
W. E. DANA BANCROFT,

'W. CEPHAS BRIGHAM 2

‘W. CHARLES M. AVERY

Bro. HowaArp M. Dow

Bro. BENJAMIN F. NOURSE

}

[Dec. 9,

. D. D G Mn.ster,Dmtnct No. 8.
District No. 9.

District No.

District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.

Grand Chaplains.
Grand Marshal.

Senior Grand Deacon.

Junior Grand Deacon.

Junior Grand Stewards.

Grand Standard-Bearer.

Grand Pursuivants.

Grand Lecturers.

Grand Organist.
Grand Tyler.

PERMANENT MEMBERS PRESENT.

R.W. WinsLow LEwis .
R.W.JounT. HEarD . . .
R.W. WiLLiaAM D. CoOLIDGE
R.W. CHARLES C. DaMe .
R.W. WiLLIAM S. GARDNER .
R.W. ABRAHAM A. DAME . .
R.W. REv. Lucrus R. PAIGE .
R.W. G. WASHINGTON WARREN
R.W. CHARLES LEVI WOODBURY
R.W. BRADFORD L. WALES
R.W. JOEL SPALDING

R.W. HENRY CHICKERING

.

R.W. WiLLiaM SuTTON . . . .

R.W. SAMCUEL P. OLIVER .
R. W. WiLLiaM F. SALMON
R.W. ITHAMAR F. CONKEY
R.W. SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE .

Past Grand Master.

" “ 13
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" “ [

“" [ 1)

Past Deputy Gmnd Mnster.
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“ “ “ o “"

. 3 “« (1}

: Pust Grand Wa.rden
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RW.DAVIDW.CraArrs . . . . Past Grand Warden.
R W.CHARLESKDMBALL, . . . . ¢ « “

R.W. HENrRY ENDICOTT . . . . “ “ “
R.W. WYZEMAN MARsgALL . “ooow b
R W. HENkRY MULLIKEN . . . . ¢ 6 “
R W.GEOoRGEH.Taper . . . . ¢« ¢ “
BRW.IvoryH. Pore . . . . . “ . o
RW.ELUARW.Bypr . . . . % & “
R.W.TRACY P.CHEEVER . . . . “ o “
RW.JosePHK.BAkKER . . . . % « “

OPF THE COMMITTEE ON RETURNS.
R.W. ANDREW G. SMITH. W. SAMUEL A. B. BRAGG.

OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHARITY.

W. MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS.
W. NATHANIEL GREENE. .
Bro. FRANK E. JONES.

W. HENRY G. Fay.
‘W. HENRY J. PARKER.

LODGES AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES.

ABEEDOOR . . . . HenryF. Ames . . Master.

James H. Fowler. Junior Warden.
Acacia . . . . John P. Dennett . Master.
AcoNcaGUA . Increase S. Pote . Proxy.
AbpaMs . . . . Eben T. Atwood . Master.

N. Frank Lane
J Elliot Bond .

William F. Bodfish .

Junior Warden.
Master.

ALFRED BAYLIES . Master.
Horatio H. Hall Senior Warden.
John A. Crane Junior Warden.
AMICABLE . . True Scales . . Master.
William L. Lathrop. Junior Warden.
AMITY . . . . - AlonzoJ. Stetson . Master. :
ANCIENT LANDMARK William F. Salmon . Proxy.
AKRCIENT YORK Lucien P. Stacy . Master.
ARTISAN . . . . Orrin E. Skinner . Junior Warden.
ATHELSTAN. . . . E.P.Knight . . Master.
Charles S. Day . . Senior Warden.
Lyman B. Parkhurst Junior Warden.
N. G. Tucker . Proxy.
ATHOL . . . - . Joseph A.Holton Master.

Henry M. Humphrey Senior Warden.
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AURORA . . . .
BAALBEC . . .
BELCHER . . .
BEMONT . . .
BERKSHIRE . . .

BETHANY . . .

BETHESDA (Brighton)

BeTH-HORON .

BLACKSTONE RIVER .

BLUEHmLL . . .
BrisTOL . . . .
CALEB BUTLER .
CHARITY. . . .

CHARLES C. DAME .
CHARLES H. TiTUS .

CHARLES W. MOORE

CHICOPEE . . .
COLUMBIAN . .
CONSTELLATION .

CORINTHIAN . .

CORNER STONE
CRESCENT

DALHOUSIE .
DELTA . . . .

Doric
EnEN .

" ELEUSIS .
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Edwin B. Horton . Junior Warden.
Eli Culley . Master.
Edwin Y. Brown. . Master.
Edgar T. Paige . . Master.
Charles E. Chenery . Senior Warden.
Charles F. Sayles. . Master.

Dallas J. Dean . . Senior Warden.
Andrew J. Bucklin . Junior Warden.
" Elbridge C. Sawyer . Master.
Alexander Smart Junior Warden.
S.T. P. Martin . . Senior Warden.
Benjamin F. Baker . Master.
Charles K. Kirby . Junior Warden.
Samuel S. White. . Master.
Isaac W. Cushman . Junior Warden.
Frank S. Fairbanks . Master.

Ezra C. Chapin . . Master.

Francis M. Mason . Master.

George H. Tenney . Master.

Samuel F. Malbon . Proxy.

‘Walter S. Sprague . Senior Warden.
George H. Rhodes . Junior Warden.
JoelJoel. . - . . Master.

George B. Woodward Senior Warden.
Charles N. Smith . Master.

Richmond Danks . Senior Warden.
John B. Potter . Junior Warden.
William J. Stevens . Master.

William P. Jones Senior Warden.

A. A Folsom . . . Junior Warden.
Alonzo P. Wentworth Master.
Henry F. Smith Master.
G. Arthur Gray Senior Warden.
Charles M. Harlow . Junior Warden.
Henry Chickering Master.
George C. Dunham . Senior Warden.

Stephen W.TrowbridgeMaster.
Charles N. Brackett. Junior Warden.
Willinm S. Wallace . Master.

John M. Walsh Senior Warden.
Lyman Morse . Master.
Henry F. Barnes . Moaster.
George S. Marsh . Senior Warden.
Otis E. Weld Master.

[Deo. 9,
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Euor . .
EUREKA . . . . .

Farrm. . . . .
FELLowsHir . . .

FRATERNAL. . . .

GATE OF THE TEMPLE

GERMANIA . . . .

GLorRe . . . .
GOLDEN FLEECE .
GOOD SAMARITAN

GRECIAN . . . . .
GREYLOCK . . . .

HaMmarr . . . .
HawpDEN . . . .

HAMPSHIRF.. ..
Harmony . . . .
Havpen . . . .

HeNrY PrICE . . .
Hore . . . .-. .

Howarp . . . .
Hypr Parg . . .

IoNtc (Taunton) . .
To~ic (Easthampton)

George B. Ager .
Cyrus D. Foss . . .
William L. Hyde
James L. Sherman .
Ansel G. Baker
William T. Soule.

. Joseph W. Hill . .

Hosea Kingman . .
Lucius W. Lovell .
Alexander G. Cash .
Samuel Snow . . .
Theodore L. Kelley .
William H. Ruddick
Gustavus L. Winship
Charles Stephan .

Frederick F. Siebert
Chauncey Hastings .

. T. Frederick Martin

Daniel A. Emery .
William D. Deadman
Merrill N. Howe . .
Charles H. Littlefield
Lucius C. Rand . .
Richard F. Irish .
Lawrence W. Hatch
Asher Buartlett
Henry N. Sanger .
John W. Lyman .
Henry J. Evans
Charles B. Carpenter
Addison C. Foster .
William F. Hayden .
George T. Littlefiold
Ira A. Worth . . .
George D. Tufts . .
John C. Hill . . .
Marcus H. Howe . .
Stephen Sears . . .
Fergus A. Easton. .
William H. Ingersoll
Henry S. Bunton . .
Charles H. Atwood .
George B. Drury . .
Emory Munyan
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Master.

Junior Warden.
Master.
Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Master.

Proxy.

Master.

Proxy.

Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.

Junior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Master.

Junior Warden.
Master.

Proxy.

Master.

Junior Warden.
Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.

Master.

Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.

Master.

Senior Warden.
Proxy.

Master.

Master.

Senior Warden.
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IsAAC PARKER
JAMES OTIS .

JERUSALEM .
JOHN ABBOT
JOHN CUTLER .

JorN HANcCOCK .

JoHN T. HEARD .

JORDAN . .

JOSEPH WARREN .

KILWINNING

KiNg Davip

Kmneg HiraM

KiNG SoLoMox

LavrAYETTE (Boston
Highlands) .

LAFAYETTE (North
Adams) . .

LIBERTY .
MARINERS .

Laroy Browne .
Russell Matthews
John P. Washburn .
Samuel A. Phelps
Charles H. Taylor .
Samuel E. Ring .
Albert F. Kelley .
George W. Sawyer .
Nathaniel Shatswell
S. A. Southwick . .
Albert Babbitt .
Stephen G. Bailey
Alfred B. Hodges.

F. A. H. Gifford .
William H. Stoodley
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Master.
Master.
Junior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Master.
Junior Warden.
Senior Warden.

Ambrose Davenport,Jr.Master.

Horatio W. Brown .
Samuel F. IIam

Cyrus F. Linsey .
Rufus G. Walden. .
William R. Driver .

: Thomas Chatfield

MARTHA'S VINEYARD

MASSACHUSETTS .

MAy FLOWER .
MERIDIAN . .

MERRIMACK . .
Mizean . . . .

MoNiTOR . . .
MONTACUTE

MONTGOMERY .
MORNING STAR

MounT CARMEL ,

William Childs . .
John M. Handy

Daniel W. Stevens .
Samuel A. B. Bragg.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.

Junior Warden.
Proxy.

Junior Warden.
Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Proxy.

Master.

Samuel W. Creech, Jr. Junior Warden.
Warren II. Southworth Junior Warden.
Daniel H. L. Gleason Master.

James M. Forbush .
Joshua M. Stover

Junior Warden.
Master.

Benjamin F. Leighton Junior Warden.

George E: Ryder . .

Joshua F. Moore .

George M. Taylor
Henry D. Barber .
R. James Tatman
James M. Woods.

Master.
Senior Warden.
Master:
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.

Horace A. Richardson Master.

Clarke Earle

William H. Rice .
Charles E. Chase .
Charles C. Fry .

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.

Senior Warden.

—
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Mouxt HERMON .

Mount HoLLis
MouvnT HOLYOKE

Mount HorE .

Mot~t Hores (Wo-

burm) . . .

Motyt HORER (West

Harwich) . .

MouNT LEBANON .

MotNT MORIAH
MouyT OLIVET
MotNT TABOR

Mouxt Tom .

.

MovNT VERNON .

Mystic . . .
NewtoN . . .
NorFoLK UNION

NORTH STAR .

OLp CoLONY .

OLIvE BRANCH
ORANGE . .

ORIENTAL . .

OxpHANX'S HOPE

Pacrric . .
ParesTiNe . .

William A. Webber .
George M. French .
Charles Church .
Lewis B. Hooker .
Henry Waring .
Daniel Stevens
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Junior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Master.

Proxy.

Master.

Senior Warden.

William R. Robertson Junior Warden.

A.V.Haynes . . .
George M. Buchanan
Charles H. Buss . .

Luther Fisk . .
Warren B. Ellis .
James M. Drew .
Lyman W. Phelps
James A. Martin .
William D. Barrett .
Martin M. Hancock .
Charles H. Prentiss .
William S. Perkins .
Henry J. Sawtelle
C.W.Dyer. . . .
Edwin A. Kelley . .
William H. Marray .
Chauncey E. Peck
Samuel A. Bates .
Ralph Houghfon .
John T. Southworth .
Henry D. Marsh . .
Charming F. Grant .
‘Wehster Brooks .

Master.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.

Senior Warden.

SeniorWarden.

Junior Warden.
Master.

Junior Warden.
Master.

Senior Warden.
Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.

Junior Warden.
Proxy.

Master.

Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.

Charles W.S. Seymo'nr Master.

Charles T. Burr
Samuel E. Hull .
Henry M. Gibbs .

- Albert H. Davis .

George K. Bird .

' James A. Rhoads.

Grafton N. Collins .
Leavitt Bates .

Junior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Master.
Junior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Master.

Thomas H. Humphrey Senior Warden.

Alvah Raymond, Jr.
Mirick N. Spear . .
Charles F. Atwood .

Junior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden,

105
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PAULDEAN" . . . John H.Swain . . Senior Warden.
J.D. Atwood . . . Junior Warden.
PENTUCKET . . . Frederick Frye . . Master.
‘Wesley R. Batchelder Junior Warden.
PEQUOSSETTE . . . Samuel F. Stearns . Master.
Robert F. Horne . . Senior Warden.
PHENICIAN. . . . Caleb Saunders . . Master.
PiLGrRIM . . . . . Shubael B. Kelley . Master.
Gideon H. Tripp . . Senior Warden.
PLYMOUTH . . . . CharlesJ. Litchfield. Master.
Josiah C. Fuller . . Proxy.
. Nathaniel Pratt . . Master.
. Benjamin F. Atwood Master.
Edward F. Howard . Master.
Pliny T. Litchfield . Master.
QUINSIGAMOND . Henry C. Wadsworth Master.
RABBONI. . . . George W. Kingman Master.
REPUBLICAN . . . FrancisJ. Hosmer . Junior Warden.
Luther C. Pratt . . Proxy.
REVERE . . « . « Joseph B. Mason . . Master.
William R. Cooke . Senior Warden.
RISING STAR . . . Leander G. Britton . Master.
RoBERT LASH . . . John H. Roberts.. . Master.
Franklin O. Barnes . Senior Warden. .
Frank B. Fernald. . Junior Warden.

PurNaAM . . .
QUABOAG . .
QUINEBAUG .

* s ¢ e o e
.

ROSWELL LEE. . . Edward P. Chapin . Master.
John A. Hall . . . Senior Warden.
John Q. A, Sexton . Junior Warden.
RuraL . . . . . E.W.H Bass . . Master.
SAGGAHEW . . . . William E. Blunt. . Senior Warden.
SAINT ANDREW'S . . William Parkman, Jr. Master.
SAINT BERNARD . . John F. Pearl . . . Master.
Granville J.UnderwoodJunior Warden.
SAINT JAMES . . Jacob A. Leonard . Master.

SAINT JORN'S (Boston)Wlllmm H. Thomes . Master.
Joseph N. Pierce, Jr. Senior Warden.
Samnt JoEN's (New-

buryport) . . . Samuel A. Bridges . Master.
Nathaniel Tilden. . Senior Warden.
SAINT MARKS. . . Charles W. Page . . Master. .
SAINT MARTIN'S . . Harrison Hamilton . Senior Warden.
SAINT MATTHEW'S . George S. Cole . . Master. -

SAWNT PAUL (Ayer) . Rector T. Bartlett . Junior Warden.
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Samxt PauL's (South

Boston) . . . George S. Worcester Master.
Hollis R. Gray . . Senior Warden.
James L. Wilson. . Junior Warden.
Smoax . . . . . Charles E. Long. Master.
Henry Jackson . . Senfor Warden.
F. William Bullard . Junior Warden.
SmtoN W. RoBINSON  Augustus E. Scott . Master.
SoLoMoN’s TEMPLE . Daniel W. Taft . Master.

George L. Gibbs . . Senior Warden.

SPENCER . . Edwin A. Hill. . . Master.
Charles H. Allen . Senior Warden.
Isaac Niles, Jr. . Proxy.

Smar . . . . Harding R. Barber . Master.
William H. Heustis . Junior Warden.

A.H. W. Carpenter. Master.
Ezekiel C. Gardner . Junior Warden.

Star oF BETHLEHEM Philip G. Ilsley Master.

Srarr KiNng Henry A. Brown .. Master.
Samuel C. Weston Junior Warden.

Texre . . . Philander Nutter . Master.
Samuel F. Ellis . Junior Warden.
THoMAS . . James B. Shaw . . Senior Warden.

Trovery . Henry A. Puthnam . Master.
Henry O. Sawyer . Senior Warden.

Toscan . . . . . GeorgeF. Talbot. . Master.
) William S. Miller Senior Warden.

U108 (Dorchester) . Otis Eddy . Junior Warden.

Terox . . . . . HenryC.Bowen . . Master.

WARREN . . Charles P. Walker . Master.
William Smeath . . Junior Warden.

. Robert G. Molineux. Master.
Solomon A. Bolster . Senior Warden.

WASHINGTON .

WEBSTER . . . Samuel Slater . Master.
WoDER . . . . . Samuel Whittier . Master.
WriLLiAM NORTH . Crawford Burnham . Senior Warden.
WiLLiaw PARKMAN . Alfred W. Quimby . Master.
WnLiax SurToN Albert H. Sweetser . Senior Warden.
WiLLiaMs . . George Brown . . Master.

C. Frank Town . . Junior Warden.
WixsLow LEwis. . L. Cushing Kimball . Master.

John A. Conkey .

. Junior Warden.

Frederick J. Clayton Junior Warden.

. Thomas Waterman, Jr.Master.
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The Grand Lodge was opened in Ample Form at
two o’clock p. M., with prayer by W. Bro. Rev. Alonzo
H. Quint, D. D., Grand Chaplain.

The records of the Quarterly Communication of Sep-
tember 9th, 1874, were approved without reading, the
same having been distributed among the members in
printed form.

The Records of the Special Communications of Octo-
ber 17, 1874, at Saugus, for the purpose of laying the
corner-stone of the new Town Hall ; and October 19,
1874, at Pittsfield, to constitute Crescent Lodge, were
read and approved.

By-Laws and amendments to By-Laws from the fol-
lowing Lodges were presented for approval, and refer-
red to the Committee on By-Laws:

Hype PaARrk, Hyde Park. HAYDEN, Brookfield.
OCCIDENTAL, Stockbridge. CHARLES RIVER, Medway.
NoORTH STAR, Ashland. GOLDEN FLEECE, Lynn.
LAFAYETTE, North Adams. DAy SpriNG, Monson.
HEeNRY PRICE, Charlestown. BELCHER, Chicopee Falls.

CHARLES C. DAME, Georgetown.

Proxies from the following Lodges were presented,
and the Brethren therein named were recognized ac-
cordingly.

LAFAYETTE LODGE, North Adams, in favor of BRo. Rurus G. War.-
DEN.

SPENCER LODGE, Spencer, in favor of BrRo. IsSAAC NILES, JR.

ATHELSTAN LODGE, Worcester, in favor of W. BRo. NATHANIEL: G,
TUCKER.
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FRATERNAL LODGE, Hyannis, in favor of W. BRo. SAMUEL SNow.
MArTHA’S VINEYARD LODGE, Vineyard Haven, in favor of REv. Bro.
DaxteL W. STEVENS.

GRECIAN LODGE, Lawrence, in favor of W. BRo. CHARLES H. LITTLE-
FIELD.

MotxT HOLYOKE LODGE, South Hadley Falls, in favor of W. Bro.
Lewis B. HOOKER.

Mrstic LODGE, Pittsfield, in favor of W. BRo. WiLLIAM H. MURRAY.

ACONCAGUA LoODGE, Valparaiso, Chili, in favor of W. BRo. INCREASE
8. PoTE.

REPUBLICAN LODGE, Greenfield, in favor of BRo. LUTHER C. PRATT.

The following petition for Charter was presented,
and referred to the Committee on Charters.

PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR ANCHOR LODGE.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

We, the undersigned, Master Masons, to whom your Most
Worshipful Grand Master issued a Dispensation, bearing date
November 28, 187}, empowering us to form and open a Lodge, $
now returning our Dispensation with a record of all our proceed-
ings, and a copy of our By-Laws, respectfully pray, if these
be approved, for a Charter of Constitution empowering us, with
those who may hereafter join us, under the name of Anchor
Lodge, of Wales, in the County of Hampden, to perform all the
ceremonies, and discharge all the duties, at said Wales, apper-
taining to Ancient Craft Masonry, in accordance with the Cou-
stitutions of the Grand Lodge.

GEORGE O. HENRY. LoreN H. CLARK.
GEORGE A. HARVEY. GEORGE B. CLARK.
FrANK A. Royce. ALBERT A. SMITH.
JAMES A. JOHNSON. EuGeNE CApY.
CHARLES F. THOMPSON. HorAcCE L. HiLLs.
CHARLES G. NEEDHAM. AAroN B. JOHNSON.
JUSTUS STEBBINS. ANDREW LEDOYT.
PETER W. MOORE. Francis E. Howe.
WaTsoN W. NEEDHAM. GEORGE W. Hosss.

Fraxk L. COBURN.
Wavres, Mass., Dec. 7, 1874.
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I hereby recommend that the prayer of the foregoing peti-

tioners be grauted.
JoaN WETHERBEE,

D. D. G. Master, District No. 18.

The following petition from St. John’s Lodge, Bos-
ton, was submitted through the Grand Secretary, and
referred to R. W. Brothers William S. Gardner, John
T. Heard and Charles Levi Woodbury:

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

At the regular monthly Communication of Saint John's Lodge,
of Boston, held at Masonic Temple on the evening of the Tth
of December, 1874, the following resolution was unanimously
adopted:

Resolved, That the Worshipful Master be requested to
memorialize the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, that, whereas,
doubt exists as to whether the copy of our ancient Charter is a
true and correct one, the Grand Lodge be requested to ex-
amine into the matter, and give Saint John’s Lodge a proper
Charter, confirming it in its prestige from the year 1733.

In accordance with the above vote, the Worshipful Master of
Saint John’s Lodge respectfully and fraternally petitions the
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge to make such investigation as
may be deemed expedient, so that a question of so much im-
portance to the historical standing of this Lodge may be finally
and satisfactorily settled.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Wiuiax H. TroMEs,

W. M. Saint John's Lodge.
Bosron, DEc. 8th, 1874.

The following proposed amendment to the Grand
Constitutions was submitted through the Grand Secre-
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tary, and was referred to R. W. Charles J. Danforth,
W. Joseph B. Mason and W. George B. Ager:

Bosron, December 3d, 1874.

To the Master, Wardens and Members of the Grand Lodge of
Masons in Massachusetts.

The undersigned respectfully petition your Honorable Body
to amend Sec. 1st of Art. III., Part 1V., of the Grand Constitu-
tions so that the ‘“Form of Petition’’ shall include answers to
the following questions:

My full name is

-----------------------------------------------

My place of Residence....................0ccceveiiiniiinnn..,
Date of Birth............c.ccoviiiieiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienae,
Place of Birth. ...........cccoooviiiiiiiiiiiii,
0ccupation. ............ueeeiiree e,
Georee F. Davis, Secretary of Washington Lodge.
Caaries O. Fox, “ ‘ Massachusetts Lodge.
WiLLiax MarTIN, “ “ Columbian Lodge.
Jaues W. Avvrew, “ ‘ St.John’s Lodge (Boston).
Horace Syra, “ ¢ St. Paul’s Lodge (Boston).

Jomy D. WiLLarDp, ‘ Lafayette Lodge (Boston).

The petition of Caleb Page, of Somerville, for for-
mal healing, was presented and referred to the Com-
mittee on Healing.

The Auditing Committee presented their Annual

Report, which was accepted and ordered to be re-
corded.
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REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE.

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
BOSTON, December 9th, 1874,

The Auditing Committee of the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge have attended to their duty, and respectfully submit the
following report:

They have examined the books and accounts of the Grand
Treasurer, and find the same to have been correctly and accu-
rately kept, and his payments duly authorized and properly
vouched.

For the year ending December 8, 1874, he charges himself
with the following

RECEIPTS.

Balance on hand from last year . . . . . . . . . . $10391.07
From rents, gas, heating and taxes . . . . 2849393
From District Deputy Grand Masters, for R.eturns . . . 31,378.08

From Dispensations, Charters and Lodges under Dispen-
sation. . . « o . e 305.00
Dividends from faxled Insurance Compames e e e 439.20
Frombookssold . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 500.00
From old materinlsold . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00
Total Receipts . . . . . $871,537.28
Less Payments . . . . . 63,491.79

Leaving cashonhand . . $8,045.49

The Grand Treasurer claims to be credited with the following

PAYMENTS.
Interest . . . .« .« ¢« ¢« « + .+« . . . . . . $23,380.67
Taxes . . . . 5,810.10
Expenses of D)stnct Deputy Grand Ma.sters nnd other Gra.nd
Officers . . . e e e e e e e e e e e e 1,953.24

Printing and binding . . . . . . . . . oL L. 2,811.69
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Furniture and regalia, and repairs on the Temple . . . 1,437.02
Fuel, water and gas, and salary of engineer . . . . . 4,038.57
Salary of Superintendent, and cleaning ‘Temple . . . . 9320.7%
Salary of Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary . . . .  3,000.00
Copying and engraving . . . 867.00
Banquets at exemplification of work and St. John 8 day . 875.00

Flowers and carriage hire at funerals of R- W. Bros. Moore
and Thompson . .. e 42.81
Portrait of Gen. Warren purehased e e e e e 100.00
Charity . .. e e e e e e . . 1,600.00
Bookspurchnsed . B T 246.00
Third National Bank for nohe e s e e e e e e e+« 15,000.00
Total payments . . . . . $63,491.79

The present indebtedness of the Grand Lodge is as follows:

Mortgage to *Provident Institation for Savmg's in the Town

of Boston™ . . . e .« . . $270,000.00
Due to Masonic Bodxes e e e e e e e e e 36,600.00
$306,600.00

Lleseashonhand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,045.49
Netindebtedness, December 8, 1874 . . . . . . . . $208,554.51

Your Committee have further to report, that they have ex-
anined the records of the Recording Grand Secretary, and find
them to have been properly kept and accurately transcribed.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Percrvar L. Evererr,
Samuer P. OLIveg,
Hocux Hosrorp,

Committee.

The Grand Treasurer submitted his Annual Report
of the Sinking Fund, which was accepted.
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REPORT OF GRAND TREASURER ON SINKING FUND.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
December 9th, 1874

The Grand Treasurer has received during the past year from
the District Deputy Grand Masters:

For members’ tax and commutation . . . . . . . . $20,679,50
Amount reported previously . . . . . . . . . . . 144,753.75
Making a total of receipts under decree pa.ssed March 13,

1867,0f . . . . . . . . .« .« . . $165433.25

All of which has been applied to the payment of the principal
and interest of the debt upon the Temple.

Respectfully submitted,

JorN McCLELLAN,
Grand Treasurer.

The Grand Master read his Annual Report.

ANNUAL ADDRESS OF TIIE GRAND MASTER.

BreraREN OF THE GRAND Lopee,—By the favor of a kind Provi-
dence we are permitted to assemble on this, our one hundred
and forty-first anniversary, without any cloud of sadness to tem-
per the general joy. Since our last Quarterly Communication
none of the bright and shining lights of this Grand Body have
been extinguished in death; the past has been to most of the
Lodges in this jurisdiction a year of unbroken harmony, of mod-
erate prosperity and of healthful growth; while the future gives
encouraging promise’of a continuance of these fortunate condi-
tions. The retrospect and the prospect are alike suggestive of
emotions of pleasure and gratitude.

The reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters represent
the Lodges gencrally throughout the State to be in the most
satisfactory condition. The study of the ritual has bcen prose-
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cuted with greatly increased zeal and industry. Visits have
been exchanged by the officers and most active members much
more generally and frequently than heretofore. As a natural
result generous emulation has been aroused and a marked im-
provement in the work has followed. In several of the Districts
the Lodges have been assembled for the purpose of exemplifying
the work and for mutual encouragement and instruction, under
the supervision of the District Deputy Grand Master of the
District and the direction of one of the Grand Lecturers. This
plan was originated seven years ago by R. W. Brother Crafts,
in the 10th District, and has been continued each year with the
most satisfactory results. I renew the recommendation hereto-
fore made that the practice be adopted in every District. I
would suggest for your consideration the expediency of dispens-
ing with the Annual Exemplification now held in Boston, on the |
day following the Annual Communication, and substituting an
exemplification to be held annually in each District, at a time and
by Lodges to be designated by the District Deputy Grand Mas-
ter. In this way probably ten times as many Brethren could,
and would, witness the work as now have the opportunity, and
st much less expense to'themselves.

MASONIC WORK PERFORMED,

During the past year 1 have acted officially on the following
occasions : k

18713, December 16. Attended the funeral services of R. W,
Charles W. Moore. In the evening participated with St. An-
drew’s Lodge in the commemoration of the Boston Tea Party, the
celebration being held on the site of the Green Dragon Tavern.

December 30. Presided at the Feast of St. John the Evangel-
ist by the Grand Lodge.

1874, January 6. Visited Essex Lodge and installed the offi-
cers,

January 18. Dedicated the new hall of Webster Lodge, and
installed the officers.
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January 23. Installed the officers of Zetland Lodge, of Boston.

January 30. Constituted Concordia Lodge, dedicated its hall
and installed the officers.

March 27. Visited Mt. Tabor Lodge, of East Boston

March 31. Dedicated the new Masonic halls in Chelsea.

April 9. Constituted Pheenix Lodge, dedicated its hall and
installed the officers.

April 14. Attended the funeral of R. W. Brother Newell A.
Thompson.

June 18. Visited Mt. Olivet Lodge, Cambridge.

June 24. Dedicated the new Masonic Halls of Hampden and
Roswell Lee Lodges, of Springfield.

July 27. Laid the corner-stone of the First Methodist Episco-
pal Church, of Somerville.

September 3. Officially visited Mt. Hermon Lodge, of Med-
ford, in place of the District Deputy Grand Master.

September 24. Attended the exemplification of the work by
the Lodges of the 10th District, at which all the Lodges of the
District were represented.

October 6. Visited Baalbec Lodge, of East Boston, on the
occasion of the official vigit of the District Deputy Grand Master.

October 17. Laid the corner-stone of the new Town Hall in
Saugus.

October 19. Constituted Crescent Lodge, of Pittsfield, and in-
stalled the officers.

October 27. Visited Joseph Warren Lodge.

October 29. Visited Mt. Tabor Lodge.

November 13. Visited Winslow Lewis Lodge.

November 16. Visited Putnam Lodge, of East Cambridge.

November 17. Visited Wilder Lodge, of Leomiuster, in place
of the District Deputy Grand Master.

November 25. Visited Old Colony Lodge, of Hingham, on the
occasion of the official visitation by the District Deputy Grand
Master.

November 27. Installed the officers of Winslow Lewis Lodge.

December 8, Visited Mt. Hope Lodge, of Fall River, on the
occasion of the semi-centennial of its constitution.
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During the past three years I have made eighty-two official
visits, laid the corner-stones of two churches, one Masonic Tem-
ple, one Monument and one Town Hall, constituted thirteen
Lodges, dedicated twenty-two Masonic Halls, installed the offi-
cers of nineteen Lodges, and attended the ﬁmeral services of five
Grand Officers.

DISPENSATIONS FOR NEW LODGES.

I have granted the following Dispensations for new Lodges,
and appointed the Brethren named as Masters and Wardens.
Each of the petitions for Dispensation was recommended by the
Lodge situated nearest to the place where the new Lodge was*
to be located, and was countersigned by the District Deputy
Grand Master having jurisdiction.

Norrork Looce, Neepaau. (Thirty-five petitioners).

Emery Grover, Master.
J. EpwiNx CrAPMAN, Senior Warden.
Epwarp A. Miuws, Junior Warden.

Dispensation granted May 18, 1874 ; returnable at the Quar-
terly Communication in June next.

Cocaickewick Lobee, Norre ANpover. (Twelve petitioners).

Locis Wel, Master.
Josepa F. ALLEN, Senior Warden.
JonN ParkHURST, Junior Warden.

Dispensation granted June 2, 1874 ; returnable at the Quar-
terly Communication in June next.

SPECIAL WARRANTS,

Special Warrants have been issued as follows:

To R. W. Daniel Upton, District Deputy Grand Master, Dis-
trict No. 9, to dedicate the new Masonic Apartients of Globe
Lodge, Hinsdale.

To R. W. William Parkman, Past Grand Master, to dedicate
the Masonic Apartments of Star Lodge at Athol Depot.

To R. W. Henry Chickering, Past Grand Warden, to install
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into his office R. W. Daniel Upton, District Deputy Grand Mas-
ter, District No. 9.

To R. W. William J. Sawin, District Deputy Grand Master,
District No. 10, to install into his office R. W. John Wetherbee,
District Deputy Grand Master, District No. 18.

To R. W. William C. Blanchard, Past District Deputy Grand
Master for China, to install into his office R. W. Ithamar B.
Eames, District Deputy Grand Master for China.

To W. James Crichton, Master of Bethesda Lodge, Valparaiso
to install into his office R. W. H. Plunket Bourchier, District
‘Deputy Grand Master for Chili.

To R. W. Daniel Upton, District Deputy Grand Master, Dis-
trict No. 9, to dedicate the new Masonic Hall of Williams Lodge
at Williamstown. .

To R. W. Joseph B. Knox, District Deputy Grand Master,
District No. 11, to formally heal Daniel T. Witherbee, of West-
borough, in accordance with a vote of the Grand Lodge at the
Quarterly Communication in June, 1874.

To R. W. Bowdoin S. Parker, District Deputy Grand Master,
District No. 8, to formally heal S. E. Monier, of Greenfield, in
accordance with a vote of the Grand Lodge at the Quarterly
Communication in June, 1874.

To R. W. George L. Rhoads, District Deputy Grand Master,
District No. 18, to formally heal C. S. Brewster, of North Attle-
borough, in accordance with a vote of the Grand Lodge in June,
18174.

To R. W. William J. Sawin, District Deputy Grand Master,
District No. 10, to dedicate the new Masonic Apartments of
Mount Holyoke Lodge at South Hadley Falls.

RETURNS MADE ON SPECIAL WARRANTS.

By returns made on the foregoing Special Warrants it ap-
pears:

That the new Masonic Hall of Globe Lodge was dedicated to
the purposes of Masonry, in a Deputy Grand Lodge opened at
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Hinsdale, by R. W. Daniel Upton, Deputy Grand Master, with
a full corps of Deputy Grand Officers, on Friday the twenty-third
day of January, 1874.

That the new Masonic Apartments of Star Lodge were dedica-
ted to Masonic purposes, in a Deputy Grand Lodge opened at
Athol Depot, by R. W. William Parkman, Deputy Grand Mas-
ter, with a full corps of Deputy Grand Officers, on Friday, the
twenty-third day of January, 1874.

That R. W. Daniel Upton was duly installed into his office of
District Deputy Grand Master, within the body of Mystic Lodge
at Pittsfield, on Tuesday the third day of March, 1874, by R.
W. Henry Chickering.

That R. W. John Wetherbee was duly installed into his office
of District Deputy Grand Master, within the body of Belcher
Lodge, at Chicopee Falls, on Monday, the second day of Feb-
ruary, 1874, by R. W. William J. Sawin,

That R. W. Ithamar B. Eames was duly installed into his
ofice of District Deputy Grand Master for China, within the
body of Ancient Landmark Lodge, at Shanghai, on Saturday,
the twenty-fifth day of July, 1874, by R. W. William C. Blanch-
ard,

That R. W. H. Plunket Bourchier was duly installed into his
office of District Deputy Grand Master for Chili, within the
body of Bethesda Lodge, at Valparaiso, on Monday, the twenty-
fifth day of May, 1874, by W. James Crichton.

That the new Masonic Hall of Williams Lodge was dedicated
to Masonic purposes, in a Deputy Grand Lodge opened at Wil-
liamstown, by R. W. Daniel Upton, Deputy Grand Master, with
afull corps of Deputy Grand Officers, on Wednesday, the first
day of July, 1874.

That Daniel T. Witherbee was formally healed by taking upon
himself the several obligations of Entered Apprentice, Fellow
Craft and Master Mason, administered in solemn form under the
supervision of R. W. Joseph B. Knox, within the body of Quin-
sigamond Lodge, at Worcester, on Friday, the seventeenth day
of July, 1874.
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That S. E. Monier was formally healed by taking upon him-
sclf the several obligations of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft
and Master Mason, administered in solemn form by R. W.
Bowdoin S. Parker, within the body of Republican Lodge at
Greenfield, on Saturday, the third day of October, 1874.

That C S. Brewster was formally healed by taking upon him-
self the several obligations of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft
and Master Mason, administered in solemn form by R. W. George
L: Rhoads, within the body of Bristol Lodge, at North Attlebor-
ough, on Tucsday, the twenty-second day of September, 1874.

That the new Masonic Apartments of Mount Holyoke Lodge
were dedicated to Masonic purposes, in a Deputy Grand Lodge
opcened at South Hadley Falls, by R. W. William J. Sawin,
Deputy Grand Master, with a full corps of Deputy Grand Offi-
cers, on Tuesday, the twenty-third day of July, 1874.

FINANCES.

The Grand Treasurer’s books show the following

RECEIPTS.
From balance of cash from last year . . . . . $10,391.07
From Dispensations, Charters and Lodges, U D e 305.00
From insurance premiums retarned . . . . . . . . 439.20
From bookssold . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 500.00
From old materials sold . . Ve e e e e e e 30.00
From D. D. G. Masters, for Ret.urns . e+« . . . . 31,378.08
From rents, gas, heating and taxes Coe e e e ... 92849393
Total receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7153.8

The Grand Treasurer produces the proper vouchers for the
following

PAYMENTS,
Forinterest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., . $2338.67
For blank books . . . . R 89.50
For salaries of G. Treasurer and Rccordmg Gmnd Secret.ury - 3,000.00
Fortaxes . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. 5.810.10
Forbinding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 534.27

Amount carried forward . . . . . . . . . . $328145%4
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Amount brought forward . . . . . . . . . . $32814.54

For collations and Feast of St.John . . . . . . . . . 875.09
For printing and engraving . . . . . . . . . . . 230239
Forcoal . . . C e e e e e e e e e e 1,400.29
For library . . e e e e e 216.50
For portrait of Gen. Warren and fra.me e e e e e 118.00
ForrepairsonTemple . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1155486
For furniture and repairsonsame . . . . . . . . . 219.00
Forregalia . . e e e e e e e e 134.85
For expenses of Gmnd Ofﬁoers e e e e e e e e 631.58
ForGrand Tyler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72.50
Forengineer . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... 1,232.73
For charity . . e e a e e e s e 1,600.00
For note due Third N a.tlonal Ba.nk e e e e e e+« « 15.000.00
For copying and engrossing . . . . . . . . . . . 867.00
Foriceandwater . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 93.27
Forgas . e e e 1,193.09
For supenntendence and cleanmg of Temple e e e 2,291.12
Forexpensesof D. D. G. Masters . . . . . . . . . 1,243.18
Forsundries . . . . . . C e e e e e e e 31.31
Total payments . e e e v e . . . $63,491.79
Leaving a balance of cash on hand e e e e e e e 8,045.49
$71,537.28

Slight variations will be observed in the amounts of some of
_ these items as compared with the corresponding ones in the
Report of the Auditing Committee, owing to a difference in clas-
sification. The two statements were made up independently and
without consultation. It was deemed best to submit them
exactly as they were prepared. By the Report of the Commit-
tee it appears that the present indebtedness of the Grand Lodge,
less cash on hand, is $298,554.51; showing a reduction of the
debt during the past year of $12,654.42, during the past three
years of $2'7,981.42, and since December, 1867, of $101,158.78.

NUMBER OF INITIATES AND AFFILIATED MEMBERS.

The whole number of initiates during the year 1874 is 1722,
being 29 more than for the year 1873. The present number of
affilisted members is 25,451, being an increase of 1,224.
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EXPENSES OF MEETINGS OF D. D. G. MASTERS.

I have approved bills for the expenses of the quarterly meet-
ings of the D. D. G. Masters as follows:

December, 1873 . . . . . . . . . « « . . . . . $103.08
March, 1874 . . . . . . . . . . o o . . o 70.00
June 1874 . . . . . . . . L . . 0 e 0. . 77.15
September 1874 . . . . . . . . . . 0L o L, 75.00

Total . C e e ... 832523

RETURNS OF THE D. D. G. MABTERS.

The Returns of the D. D. G. Masters for the year 1874

Amount to . . . . . " . . . . . . . . < . . 831378.08
For the year 1873 they were . . . . . . . . . . . 30,442.99
Showing a gain for the present yearof . . . . . . . . $935.09

PRINTING THE RECORDS OF THE GRAND LODGE.

Several of the younger Grand Lodges of the United States,
finding their published Proceedings to be out of print and in
great demand, have caused them to be reprinted and are thus
enabled to furnish unbroken series of their publications, which
are eagerly sought, for the libraries of Grand Bodies as well
a8 those of individual Brethren, The Proceedings of Grand
Lodges whose Records go back to the last century are demanded
with still greater earnestness. The Grand Lodge of Con-
necticut completed in 1861 the reprinting of its Records from
1789 to 1854. The Grand Lodge of Florida reprinted its Pro-
cecdings from 1830 to 1859 in the latter year. During the
present year the Grand Lodge of lllinois has reprinted its Pro-
ceedings from 1840 to 1860. In 1861 the Grand Lodge of
Indiana reprinted its Proceedings from 1817 to 1845. Those of
the Grand Lodge of Iowa from 1844 to 1858 were reprinted in
the latter ycar. In 1872 the Grand Lodge of Maine reprinted its
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Proceedings from 1820 to 1847. The Grand Lodge of Nebraska
reprinted its Proceedings in 1867 from 1857. In 1869 the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire completed the reprinting of its Pro-
ceedings from 1789 to 1856 inclusive. In 1870 the Grand Lodge
of New Jersey reprinted its Proceedings from 1786 to 1857. In
1857 the Grand Lodge of Ohio reprinted its Proceedings from
1808. In 1873 the Grand Lodge of Tennessee reprinted its
Proceedings from 1813 to 1847. In 1860 the Grand Lodge of
Texas reprinted its Proceedings from 1837 to 1857. The Grand
Lodge of Virginia has during the present year reprinted its Pro-
ceedings from 1757 to 1823. At its last Annual Communication,
the Grand Lodge of New York authorized the printing of its
Proceedings to 1852 by Kane Lodge, at the expense of the latter.
To that excellent Lodge and its industrious and enthusiastic
Past Master, Brother Robert H. Thomas, the Fraternity are
greatly indebted for the reprinting, at their own charge, of nu-
merous Proceedings of Masonic Bodies which we could not
otherwise have obtained.

For years the appeals to our Grand Masters and Grand Sec-
retaries have been frequent and earnest for the printing of the
Proceedings of this Grand Lodge. These appeals have come
from many of the other jurisdictions as well as our own, and
ithas for years been the hope of each Grand Master in suc-
cession, that this important work might be accomplished un-
der his administration. On the occasion of his first installa-
tion in December, 1856, R. W. John T. Heard referred to the
sibject in the following language: 1 would bring to your
consideration the expediency of printing the Records of the
Grand Lodge, including those of St. John’s and Massachusetts
Grand Lodges. This might be done in a manner similar to that
dopted for the publication of the Colonial Records under au-
thority of the State government. The work should be given toa
competent and discreet editor, and would be one of rare interest
and usefulness. Thus the foundation of the history of our Order
would be preserved, affording exact data, and rich material for
bim who should undertake to write it.”” At the Quarterly
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Communication in September, 1857, the committee on the Grand
Master’s Address recommended that the further consideration
of this subject be indefinitely postponed and their report was
adopted. The principal reasons urged against the proposition
were, the great expense, which the poverty of our Treasury would
not warrant, and the danger that the information afforded might
be used to our injury in some future anti-Masonic persecution.

At the Annual Communication in December following, Grand
Master Heard replied to the arguments of the committee in the
most convincing terms. As that Address is now out of print
and the considerations presented have even more force at the
present time, I quote all that relates to this subject:

¢On the expediency of printing our Recorde, to which I in-
vited your attention in December last, the committee to whom
my address was referred have reported adversely. They object
to the measure, first, because the advantages would be dispro-
portioned to the cost; secondly, because the Records are not in-
tended for public inspection, would not interest the general
reader, and, being in the hands of our enemies, might be used
to our hurt; thirdly, that our Treasury is not in a condition to
respond to so large a draft as would be required to complete a
work of this magnitude; and, jfourthly, that ‘our funds are
sacredly dedicated to the poor and indigent, and cannot right-
fully be applied to any purpose which has not this object dis-
tinctly in view.” The objections of the committee have received
my respectful consideration, but have failed to convince me that
the printing of our Records is improper or inexpedient. AslI
still view the work proposed as one calculated to benefit our
Order, I beg to notice the reasons contained in the report of the
committee unfavorable thereto.

“Tt is said that the advantages would be disproportioned to
the cost: what would be the advantages? The diffusion among
the Fraternity of the knowledge of the origin and early career
of Freemasonry in America, of much of its history here for a
century and a quarter; and ofthe evidences of steady persistence
in maintaining and carrying out, in adversity and prosperity,
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our benevolent principles, by noble men whose deeds and names
ought not to be forgotton, are among some of the benefits
which will be secured by the publication suggested. Freema-
sonry in Massachusetts has a brilliant and instructive history;
and the examples it affords ought to be carried into every Lodge
in our Commonwealth. Not a mere transcript of the Records is
what I would recommend, for much that is in them would be
useless. The Records alone would not give all the material, but
there should be interwoven into them valuable documents which
are upon our files, something of cotemporaneous history and of
biographical interest. The biographies of Price, Warren and
Cutler, which are a part of the appendix to our new edition of
the Constitutions, and for which we are indebted to the labors of
our learned Brother Charles W. Moore, show what may be
produced from our Records and other materials now accessible
to us, by skillful hands. But the foundation of these valuable
personal histories was obtained from the Records; and had these
not been preserved, nearly all that we now know of the Masonic
relations of these Grand Masters, could not have been written.
Let the cumbrous manuscript volumes which contain the Pro-
ceedings of this Grand Lodge be now destroyed, a full authentic
and faithful account of our Institution in Massachusetts and in
America can never be given. This consideration alone, would
point to the measure of printing, as recommended, as an advan-
tage which no intelligent Mason would disregard. Did the
abstract of our Proceedings, now published annually and embrac-
ing pearly all that would interest the Masonic reader, go back
to 1733, the present question of printing would not probably
exist. But unfortunately, until within a few years it has not given
our transactions with that fullness which a proper knowledge
of them required. In the edition of our Constitutions published
in 1798, is a meagre historical record of St. John’s Grand Lodge,
Massachusetts Grand Lodge, and of the United Grand Lodges,
which reflects so little of what we feel assured must have been
the character and influence of our Society during the important
period to which it relates, that I may, without injustice, pro-
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nounce it as unworthy to be called its history. From 1798 to
1830, there is, in printed form, scarcely a trace of the doings of
our Brethrén to be found. Subsequently, we begin to see de-
tached accounts of Lodges and of this Body in Brother Moore’s
Magazine; but we look in vain for any connected and regular
recital of their Proceedings. Now, the printing of our Records
will supply many of these deficiencies, and give us, ina conven-
ient form the means of obtaining a better knowledge than we
now have of the acts of our predecessors. Advantages so great
would justify much cost to secure them. The committee do not,
however, estimate the cost; nor do 1 deem it important that
they did not. From about ninety Lodges, and over five thousand
Masons in this jurisdiction, a subscription list would be formed
adequate to sustain the work without help from the Treasury of
the Grand Lodge. As a private undertaking, it would, most
probably, be amply remunerative, especially as then efforts would
be made to increase the subscriptions beyond our jurisdiction.
«It is objected that ‘the Records are not intended for public
inspection, would not interest the general reader, and, being in
the hands of our enemies, might be used to our hurt.” In the
enunciation of these sentiments, the committee appears to have
been controlled by fears similar to those which actuated our
English Brethren to destroy valuable records lest they might be
seen by the uninitiated. In 1718, it was proposed to compile
for publication the history, charges, regulations, &c., of Eng-
land, and the Grand Master ‘desired any Brethren to bring to
the Grand Lodge any old writing and records concerning Masons
and Masonry, in order to show the usages of ancient times;’
and it is related that in 1719, ‘at some private Lodges, several
very valuable manuscripts (for they had nothing yet in print)
concerning the Fraternity, their Lodges, Regulations, Charges,
Secrets and Usages, (particularly one writ by Mr. Nicholas
Stone, the Warden of Inigo Jones), were too hastily burnt by
some scrupulous Brothers, that those papers might not fall into
strange hands.” It is lamentable that our trans-Atlantic Breth-
ren had so little confidence in the discernment and prudence ot
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their Grand Lodge; for had it been otherwise, much of the his-
tory of our Order would have been preserved that is now
irrecoverably lost. Let us profit by this untoward example, and
not neglect that which our successors could rightly claim of us
as our duty. Ipropose not to invade the arcana of Freemasonry,
nor to place ourselves in the slightest degree in the power of
our enemies, if we have any; on the contrary,.I advocate the
doing of that which will, while we preserve our mysteries intact,
cement together and strengthen the Fraternity and render us
impregnable against the assaults of adversaries. 1 recommend
that ‘the work should be given to a competent and discreet
editor;’ and if entrusted to such a person—a Brother selected
by aathority of this Grand Lodge—there can be no doubt that
our interests and safety will be scrupulously regarded and pro-
tected.

* Again the committee object that the means in our Treasury
will not warrant so great an outlay as the work proposed would
require. There having been no estimate made as to the expendi-
ture requisite, it is difficult to determine this point, even if the
whole of it were to be defrayed from our funds and no part of it
to be contributed by subscribers. But I will venture to predict
that the receipt of the Treasury for the present year, beyond the
amount of our current expenses, will more than equal the entire
cost of publication; and should doubts be entertained as to the
suitableness of an appropriation for such a purpose, I would ask
whether it would not be as productive of good to the Institution
as rich regalia and costly pageants? I do not disparage the
application of our money for decoration and reasonable Masonic
display ; but wish to direct attention to-a comparison of the
advantages to be derived from them, with those to be realized
from an authentic exposition of the labors of the Craft during a
most interesting period of its existence

“The last objection of the committee is that which declares
that our funds are sacredly dedicated to the poor and indigent.
To this proposition I beg to dissent most emphatically. Having
already expressed my views as to the nature and objects of our
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Institution, I will only observe here, that though it is benevolent
in its intentions, and seeks to ensure morality among its mem-
bers, its high object or distinguishing characteristic is to culti-
vate the social virtues and bring mankind together in the bonds
of brotherhood. Everything that will tend to increase its social
condition should be made subservient to thatend. If, therefore
the opening of the pages of our past, and presenting the virtues
thereon recorded, as examples to our Brethren of to-day and
their successors, will contribute to that cementation which will
unite them ‘into one sacred band, or society of friends and
Brothers,” any means that we can command, to effect an object
so desirable, will not be misapplied.”

The argument of Brother Heard seems conclusive; but no
action was taken by the Grand Lodge. Probably its poverty,
but not its will, consented to adhere to the previous conclusion.
But our financial condition is gradually growing stronger. We
no longer need to feel any anxiety as to the payment of princi-
pal or interest of our debt, and the time is rapidly approaching
when we may feel warranted in appropriating such sums as may
be necessary for purposes legitimately requiring the care and
attention of the Grand Lodge and not immediately connected
with its pressing necessities and liabilities. Prominent among
these objects is, in my judgment, the maintenance of the claim
of Massachusetts to have been the fountain head from which
sprang the Masonry of this country, after the re-organization in
England in 1717. This claim has recently been attacked from
various quarters; in some cases by young Brethren whom
a “‘little knowledge ’’ has led to hasty and unwarranted conclu-
sions, and in other cases by some who are from inclination,
habit and very nature unbelievers and destructives. The most
effectual answer to these assailants, and the only one consistent
with our dignity, is the production of such evidence as may be
afforded by our records and archives. In the hands of a compe-
tent committee the result cannot fail to be a valuable contribution
to the Masonic history of the country and one which the Frater-
nity has a right to expect from us at the earliest period possible.
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I'trust you may deem the subject entitled to immediate action
on your part.

RETCRNS FOR GRAND LODGE REGISTER.

Soon after our Quarterly Communication in June last blanks
were issued to the Secretaries of Lodges calling for the infor-
mation required for a Register of membership throughout the
State. In many cases a response to this call involved great
labor. I have therefore been highly gratified by the promptness
and cheerfulness with which the Secretaries have complied with
our request. All have seemed to appreciate the importance of
the end sought to be accomplished and have contributed their
proportion of the labor without a murmur. Already more than
half of the returns have been received, giving the information
desired with a fullness and completeness leaving little to be
supplied. An additional advantage gained will be the com-
mencement of accurate Lodge Registers which, it is to be hoped,
may hereafter be scrupulously continued.

CHARTER REGISTER,

The labor of copying the Charters of Lodges throughout the
jurisdiction has been completed, and we have now on record, in
books expressly prepared for the purpose. an attested copy of
every Charter now in force. Such a register from the com-
mencement of our history would be invaluable.

REQUESTS FOR LISTS OF MEMBERS.

Frequent enquiries have been made of late in regard to the
expediency or propriety of furnishing lists of members of
Lodges at the request of others than officers of our own juris-
diction entitled to call for them. Almostinvariably the purpose
‘simed at is the promotion of some mercenary scheme, and the
Secretary who complies with such a request will soon find that
the members of his Lodge are beset by book peddlers or over-
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whelmed by advertising schemes. Neither duty nor courtesy
requires a Secretary to pay any attention to such solicitations.

PRESENTATION OF A BIBLE.

Brothers Jackson and Dale, of the firm of Jackson, Dale & Co.,
bookbinders of this city, have presented to the Grand Lodge
the elegant copy of the Holy Scriptures which now adorns the
altar. The letter accompanying this most acceptable gift is as
follows:

Boston, December 9, 1874.

To the Officers and Members of the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts.

BretrREN . — Please accept through your M. W. Grand
Master, Sereno D. Nickerson, Esq., the accompanying Bible,
as a token of our respect and esteem, with our best wishes for
the prosperity of the Fraternity.

Fraternally yours, THEODORE JACKSON,
Joan P, DarLe.

It is an Oxford Bible, bound in the most elegant style, and the
gift is creditable alike to their mechanical skill and liberality of

spirit.

PORTRAIT OF P. G. MABTER ROBINSON.

The Brethren will observe that another portrait graces our
walls, that of Brother Simon W. Robinson, who was Grand
Master in 1846, 1847 and 1848, and died in 1868. It was
painted by Brother J. Harvey Young, a member of Joseph
Warren Lodge, of Boston, and is the contribution of Mount
Lebanon Lodge, of this city, of which Lodge Brother Robinsone
was Master for several years. It will be recognized as a most
faithful likeness and is a valuable addition to our collection.
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' DISPENSATION REFUSED.

4n application was made to me some time since for a Dispen-
sation to form a new Lodge in the town of West Boylston, but
I felt compelled to decline to grant it. The town has a popula-
tion of about 3,000, and, being a manufacturing village, a large
proportion of the inhabitants are women and children. It is
only six miles distant from the city of Worcester, where there
are four Lodges, and on other sides there are Lodges but little
farther removed. It seemed to me, therefore, that the jurisdic-
tion was too limited, and that after a short time the supply of
candidates must be exhausted, and the Lodge fall into decay.
The principal argument in favor of the proposed Lodge seemed
to be the promotion of the convenience of the Brethren resident
in West Boylston, who now seek their Lodge privileges in
Worcester. I cannot believe it for the interest of the Fraternity
to have Lodges crowded closely together, or to have many of
them located in small places. I am bappy to say that the
Brethren interested very cheerfully yielded their wishes to my
views of the best interests of the Order.

THANKS TO GRAND OFFICERS.

The past three years have been years of great labor, but full
of pleasant memories. I trust they may prove to have brought
some benefit to the Craft of this jurisdiction. If any success
has attended my administration o f affairs, a large portion of the
credit is due to the Grand Officers who have so faithfully
and efficiently supported me. During the whole term our
organization has remained almost unchanged, and unbroken har-
mony has prevailed. They have generally accompanied me on
my numerous official visits, and by their presence and services
have greatly contributed to the pleasure of the Brethren whom
we have visited. I am under special obligations in this respect
to the Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens. The
Recording Grand Secretary, in addition to the prompt and
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faithful discharge of the duties of his own office, has deserved
my hearty thanks for the acceptable manner in which he has
performed those of Grand Chaplain whenever requested. In
that capacity he has officiated on almost every occasion when
we have constituted a Lodge, dedicated a hall or laid a corner-
stone, as well as on many other occasions of less importance.
To the Grand Marshal also I am under very great obligations,
since he has always accompanied me on my official visits, and
by his thorough knowledge and prompt discharge of his duties
has, from the first, relieved me of all care on that score. To
Past Grand Masters Coolidge and Parkman my grateful ac-
knowledgments are also due, who by their presence and timely
words have often added dignity and interest to my visitations.

"To the Grand Lodge I return my hearty thanks for their many
marks of confidence, and especially for the honor conferred by
election to that office which I am now about to resign to
another; and to the Craft throughout the jurisdiction I beg to
express my keen appreciation of the courtesy and cordiality
which they have always manifested towards me, and of the cheer-
fulness with which they have yielded to my opinions and
decisions, even when they were somewhat distasteful to them.

In conclusion, allow me to express the hope that the years of
my administration may prove as profitable to the Craft as they
hiave been pleasant to the Grand Master.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

SErENo DwiecHT NICKERSON,
Grand Master.

On motion of R. W. William 8. Gardner, it was
Voted, That so much of the foregoing address of the
Grand Master as relates to the printing of the Records
of the Grand Lodge be referred to the Board of Di-

rectors, with full powers.
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R. W. Henry Chickering moved that the thanks of
the Grand Lodge be presented to Brothers Theodore
Jackson and John P. Dale, for the very acceptable gift
received from them for the use of the Grand Lodge,
and the motion unanimously prevailed.

In accordance with the foregoing vote, the following
communication has been forwarded to each of the
Brethren named:

Bosron, Dec. 10, 1874.
Mrsses. Taeopore JacksoN and JomN P. Dark:

Dear Brethren, — Your letter of the 9th inst., together with
acopy of the Holy Scriptures, was duly received by me, and
presented to the Grand Lodge at its Annual Communication on
that day. It was thereupon unanimously voted to accept the
beautiful and very appropriate gift, and to present to you the
thanks of the Grand Lodge for the same.

In communicating to you this action, I beg to advise you
that this is no mere formal announcement, but that the Brethren
sppreciated very highly the generous spirit which prompted
the gift, and the perfection of skillful workmanship with which .
the desiyn was executed. As our attention is drawn to the
Great Light upon our altar, I doubt not that we shall be often
gratefully reminded of the well-known, curious artificers who
bave 8o beautifully displayed it.

With the assurance of my own appreciation and gratitude, I
temain,

Very truly and fraternally yours,
Sereno D. NickEerson,
Grand Master.

The Recording Grand Secretary moved that the
thanks of the Grrand Lodge be presented to Mount Leb-
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anon Lodge, of Boston, for the gift of the portrait of
Past Grand Master Simon W. Robinsor, and the mo-
tion unanimously prevailed,

In accordance with the foregoing vote, the following
communication has been forwarded to the W. Master,
Wardens and members of Mount Lebanon Lodge:

Bosron, Dec. 10, 1874.

To T W. Master, WaRDENS AND MEMBERS OF MoUNT LEBANON
Lopee, oF Bosron:

Dear Brethren, — At the Annual Communication of our Grand
Lodge, held on the 9th inst., I had the pleasure to call attention
to the portrait of our R. W. Brother Simon W. Robinson, the
gift of your Lodge.

That honored Brother was Grand Master of this jurisdiction
during the years 1846, 1847 and 1848; and, although nearly a
generation has passed away since he resigned the Chair, the
sweet remembrance of his virtues yet lingers in the memory of
some of his Brethren, and the evidence of his valuable services
is placed on perpetual record in our archives. We unite with
you in thus rendering honor to your Past Master and our Past
Grand Master,

I take great pleasure in communicating the acceptance of
your valuable gift, and the hearty thanks of the Grand Lodge
for the same.

I beg also to assure you of my personal appreciation of the
liberality of your Lodge, and of its hearty sympathy in every
plan for the promotion of the usefulness and honor of the Fra-
ternity.

With the sincerest wishes for your continued harmony and
prosperity, I am,

Very truly and fraternally yours,
Sereno D. NIckersoN,
Grand Master.
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On motion of R. W. George Washington Warren,
so much of the Grand Master’s Annunal Address as had
not been already referred, was referred to a committee,
consisting of R. W. George Washington Warren, R.
W. William T. R. Marvin, and R. W. Abraham H.
Howland, Jr.

ELECTION OF GRAND OFFICERS.

The hour for the Annual election of Grand Officers,
s fixed by the Grand Constitutions, having arrived,
the Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment
for ten minutes.

On resuming labor, the Recording Grand Secretary
reported the whole number of votes that might be cast
for Grand Officers to be five hundred and seventy six,
viz:

Grand Officers present . . . . . . . . . 86
Permanent members present . . e e 2T
One hundred and seventy-one Lodges represented 513

576

The Grand Master appointed as Tellers to receive,
wort and count the votes for Grand Master, R. W,
Charles J. Danforth, W. William J. Stevens, and W.
VWilliam H. Thomes.

The committee reported the whole number of votes '
cast for Grand Master to be five hundred and nine, four
hundred and ninety-seven of which were for R. W.
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Percival Lowell Everett, of Boston, and he was de-
clared to be elected Grand Master of Masons in Mas-
sachusetts for the ensuing year.

The Grand Master appointed as the Committee to
wait upon the Grand Master elect, and present him
to the Grand East:

R. W. WinsLow LEwis, . . . . . . . . Past Grand Master.

R W.Jouxn T. HeARp . . . . . . . . ¢ « «
R. W. WiLLiaM D. COOLIDGE . . . . . . * o “
,R.W.CHARLES C. DAME . . . . . . . . “ ¢

R. W. WiLLiAM S. GARDNER  : . . . . . . .

The Committee, with the Grand Marshal and the
Grand Stewards, waited upon the Grand Master elect,
and conducted him to the Grand East, the Brethren all
rising.

The Grand Master announced to the Grand Master
elect his election in the words following :

R. W. Broraer Evererr, — The Brethren of this Grand
Lodge having, with great unanimity, elected you to the office ot
Grand Master for the ensuing year, I congratulate you upon
this distinguished proof of their confidence. To be selected to
preside over so large, so venerable and so respectable a Body
as the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, is an honor of which any
Brother may well be proud, especially when he recalls the
names of the many eminent Brethren who filled the Chair during
the first hundred years of our history. To connect one’s name
with such a roll of honor is, in my judgment, a worthy object of
ambition.

While I felicitate you upon the attainment of such honors, I
cannot refrain from expressing the gratification I feel in the
confidence that the superintendence and government of the



18714.] , THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 187

Fraternity in this Commonwealth (in whose prosperity long
service has given me a deep and lively interest) is to be en-
trusted to one so thoroughly imbued with the true Masonic
spirit, and so competent to discharge the various and arduous
duties devolving upon him. At the same time, I congratulate
the Grand Lodge on securing for the coming year the disin-
terested services of a Grand Master who is a lover of the Fra--
ternity wheresoever dispersed, and especially zealous for the
honor and reputation of this particular branch of it.

Entertaining these sentiments, my Brother, we welcome you
to this new dignity ; we promise a cheerful and hearty support
in the discharge of your duties, and a ready obedience to the
commands of our new Grand Master.

. .

The Grand Master elect responded in the words fol-
lowing : :

Most WorsmipruL GRAND MAsTER AND BRETHREN OF THE GRAND
Lobee, —If I have rendered any services to this Grand Lodge,
Ihave already been more than repaid by appointment to the
office which I have held, through your kindness, Most Worship-
ful, during the past three years. And now, Brethren, that you
have conferred upon me the highest gift in your power, I can
truly say that words cannot express to you my thanks for this
great compliment.

Perhaps it may not be improper for me to say now, what may
not be in good taste for me to say after I shall have been in-
stalled—and I say it with all due respect to our sister Grand
Lodges and all other Masonic organizations—that, in my opinion,
the highest position in Masonry on this continent is that of
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. You may
therefore understand that I appreciate this honor, and will do
all that in me lies to promote the interests of Freemasonry, and
the welfare of this grand old Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

The Grand Master appointed as committee to re-
ceive, sort and count the votes for Senior Grand War-
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den, R. W. Abraham H Howland, Jr., W. Thomas
W Dayvis and R. W. William T. R. Marvin.

On motion of the Recording Grand Secretary, it was
Voted, That the calling of the list of Lodges be dis-
pensed with in voting for the remaining elective

officers. .

The committee reported the whole number of votes
cast for Senior Grand Warden to be three hundred and
fifty-seven, of which R. W. William J. Sawin, of
Chicopee Falls, had three hundred and fifty-four, and
he was declared elected Senior Grand Warden for the
year ensuing.

R W. Samuel C. Lawrence, W. Joseph B. Mason
and W. J. Eliot Bond were appointed a committee to
receive, sort and count thc votes for Junior Grand
Warden.

The committee reported the whole number of votes
cast for Junior Grand Warden to be three hundred and
thirty-seven, of which three hundred and thirty were
for R- W. Lucius W. Lovell, of Wollaston Heights,
and he was declared elected Junior Grand Warden for
the year ensuing. '

R. W. Wyzeman Marshall, W. Otis E. Weld and
W. William D. Barrett were appointed a committee to
receive, sort and count the votes for Grand Treasurer.

The committee reported the whole number of votes
cast for Grand Treasurer to be two hundred and sixty-
five, all of which were for R. W. John McClellan, of
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Boston, and he was declared unanimously elected
Grand Treasurer for the year ensuing.

The same committee was appointed to collect, sort
and count the votes for Recording Grand Segretary.

The committee reported the whole number of votes
cast for Recording Grand Secretary to be three hundred
and eighty-three, all of which were for R. W. Charles
H. Titus, of Boston, and he was declared unanimously
elected Recording Grand Secretary for the year en-
suing.

R. W. Edward Avery, W. Thomas Waterman, Jr.,
and W. Theodore L. Kelley, were appointed a com-
mittee to receive, sort and count the votes for four

Directors. two of each class, to be elected for two
years.

The committee reported the whole number of votes
cast for Directors to be one hundred and seventy-eight ;
that R. W. Charles Levi Woodbury, of Boston, of the
first class, had one hundred and seventy-eight ; that R.
W. 8amuel C. Lawrence, of Medford, of the first class,
had one hundred and seventy-eight ; that R. W. Wil-
lism F. Salmon, of Lowell, of the second class, had one
hundred and seventy-eight ; that R. W. Henry Endi-
cott, of Cambridgeport, of the second class, had one
hundred and seventy-eight; and they were severally
declared to be unanimously elected Directors for the
term of two years. ‘
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R W. Bowdoin 8. Parker W. William H. Thomes
and Bro. William P. Jones, were appointed a com-
mittee to receive, sort and count the votes for Auditing
Committee.

The comhmittee reported the whole number of votes
cast for Auditing Committee to be one hundred and
thirty-one, all of which were for W. Hocum Hosford, of
Lowell, R. W. Samuel P. Oliver of Boston, and Otis
E. Weld, of Boston, and they were declared to be
unanimously elected Auditing Committee for the year
ensuing.

The Grand Master elect being, ez-officio, a Director
and President of the Board, on motion of the Record-
ing Grand Secretary, the Grand Lodge proceeded to
fill the existing vacancy in the elective members of the
Board.

R. W. William D. Coolidge, W. E. Dana Bancroft,
and R. W. Abraham H. How and, Jr.. were appointed
a committee to receive, sort and count the votes for
one Director.

The. committee reported the whole number of votes
cast for Director to be one hundred and seventy-six, all
of which were for M. W. Sereno Dwight Nickerson of
Boston, and he was declared unanimously elected
Director for one year.

R W. Tracy P. Cheever, in behalf of the Committee
on Healing. submitted the following report :



1674.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 141

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEALING, ON THE
PETITION OF CALEB PAGE, OF SOMERVILLE.

IN GRAXD LODGE OF MASSACHUSKTTS,
ANNUAL COMMUNICATION,

December 9, 1874,

The Committee on Healing, to whom was referred the petition
of Caleb Page, of Somerville, for formal healing, having exam-
ined the petition and accompanying documents, respectfully
report :

That the petitioner sets forth that in May, 1863, he made an
application for the degrees in Masonry to John Abbot Lodge, of
Somerville, which application was rejected in September’of the
same year ; that in January, 1865, he made a second application
to the same Lodge, which was rejected in February of the fol-
lowing year; that in the summer of the year 1866, he was
recommended by friends and acquaintances residing in this
Commonwealth, who were Master Masons, to apply for the
degrees outside of this jurisdiction; that he inquired of these
friends ‘“ what course he must pursue, as he was entirely un-
acquainted with Masonic law and usages;’’ that he was informed
1by them that ‘¢ he had only to make an application in the same
manner as had been made by him before, and no permission was
necessary from any Lodge in Massachusetts;’’ that, believing
that he was acting in no violation of Masonic law or usage, he
afterwards, to wit, in August, 1866, applied for the degrees to
Zetland Lodge, in Shediac, New Brunswick, was admitted and
received the degrees, a certificate of which, issued under direc-
tion of the Grand Lodge of England, he now holds; that only
since his reception of the degrees in Zetland Lodge has he
learned that they were irregularly given and received, and that
he cannot be recognized by this Grand Lodge, by reason of this
iregularity. It does not appear in the petition as a fact, that
the petitioner did not obtain the permission of the Grand Master
of this Commonwealth to make his application to the foreign
Lodge, but the absence of such permission is doubtless to be
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assumed. Here, then, is a case of a person twice rejected in a
Lodge under this jurisdiction, who has been recommended by
friends, Master Masons here, to apply to a foreign Lodge, as if
no application had been previously made by him and rejected,
and with the assurance from these friends that no permission
was necessary from any Lodge in Massachusetts. The depreca-
tion, “ Save me from my friends,”” which has been sometimes
resolved into a maxim, surely has a strong personal application
in the case of this petitioner. The influence of their indiscreet
and ignorant advice, however, does not stop with the petitioner.
It has not only led him into a pitfall, out of which he can only
be extricated by the arm of the Grand Lodge, but has brought
discredit upon the Masonic intelligence and common sense of
the Brethren by whom it was given, and, not very indirectly,
upon the entire jurisdiction. It is certainly not creditable to
us, at this day and under the general diffusion of the knowledge
of the elementary principles of Masonic law and usage in this
Commonwealth, that such i{gnorantia crassa as was involved in
the recommendations given to this petitioner can be asserted of
any man claiming to be a Mason under this jurisdiction. Should
such density of ignorance in regard to the simplest matters con-
tinue, it may be necessary to establish sodalities of elementary
jurisprudence in every Lodge, to promote knowledge in this
direction, in the same manner as the ceremonial work of Masonry
is promoted by ritualistic sodalities. After the petitioner had
received his degrees, as before stated, in the New Brunswick
Lodge, (of the extent of whose fault in the matter we are unable
to judge, in consequence of the absence of the fact of knowledge
of the circumstances on their part,) and after he had discovered

the illegality of his status as a Mason in this Commonwealth, he

sought to relieve himself, not by a formal healing, but by a full
and perfect one, namely, that of taking the degrees de novo; to
which end he made a third application to John Abbot Lodge in
January, 1873, which third application was also rejected by that
Lodge in March following. It appears by the statement of the
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Secretary of John Abbot Lodge, appended to the petition, that,
upon the occasion of each of the petitioner’s applications, the
matter was referred to leading and discreet members of the
Lodge, such as W. Past Masteirs John K. Hall, Selwin Z. Bow
man and Henry J. Woods, Bros. Geo. O. Brastow, Thomas Cun-
ningham, Charles S. Lincoln, George L. Baxter, and Rev. Bro.
Geo. H. Emerson; and that, in every instance, their report was
favorable. The Past Masters and most widely known Brethren
of the Lodge have concurred in signing a recommendation,
which is appended, vouching for the petitioner as in every way
worthy, and urging that he may be healed. There is also an-
texed to the petition the vote of John Abbot Lodge at its
Regular Communication in October last, which recommends that
the prayer of the petitioner be granted. These documents un-
doubtedly present a substantial case in favor of the petitioner’s
character and worth, and tend strongly to induce the belief that
his threefold rejection was the result of prejudice or misunder-
standing. The case presented, therefore, is that of a worthy
man, unfortunately rejected by the Lodge holding jurisdiction
over him, having no knowledge of the Masonic law which con-
trols him as well as all others, misled and misdirected by friends
whose duty it was to know that law, and thus, by no wrongful
intent on his part, placed in a false and wrongful position, from
which he seeks to be relieved in the omly legitimate manner.
Ifbe be truly worthy, as is abundantly shown, and if he obtained
his degrees in the foreign Lodge in good faith and with no
intent to violate the laws and regulations of this jurisdiction, he
comes within the principles which have always governed this
6rnd Lodge in similar cases. For the evil advice of his
friends, for that stupidity against which the gods themselves
wre said ‘“ to contend in vain,”” we shoul d not hold him re-
sponsible.

Your committee respectfully recommend the granting of the
petition.

Tracy P. CHEEVER,

Freoerick D. Evv,
COommiitiee.
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The report was accepted, and the recommendation
to formally heal the petitioner, Caleb Page, of Somer-
ville, was adopted.

The Committee on Charters submitted the following
report, which was accepted, the recommendation adopt-
ed, and a Charter granted to Anchor Lodge, of Wales:

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MABSACHUSETTS,
ANNUAL COMMUNICATION,

December 9th, 1874.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Anchor
Lodge, of Wales, for a Charter, report :

That they have examined the By-Laws and Records of said
Lodge while under Dispensation. The By-Laws, with some
slight alterations made by the Committee, conform to the Grand
Constitutions, and are recommended for approval.

The Records are carefully engrossed, and are evidently a true
transcript of the proceedings. They show the initiation of
eight candidates during the year.' All dues having been paid
to the Grand Treasurer, your committee recommend that a
Charter be issued as prayed for.

Respectfully submitted,

Ivory H. Pork, _
WitLian R. WiLson,
TroMAs WATERMAN, JR.,

Commiltee.

The Committee on Charity made report as follows:
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHARITY.
IN GRAND LODGE,
BosTON, December 9th, 1874.
To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge :

The Committee on Charity would respectfully submit the fol-
lowing report:

Immediately after appointment, your committee was duly
organized, and have held semi-monthly meetings, with the ex-
ception of July and August.

They have received the following sams of money :

By balance from chairman of old committee e . . 82458

By donation from St. John's Lodge, of Boston . e 50.00
By donation from Joseph Warren Iodge, of Boston . 50.00

By donation from Zetland Lodge, of Boston . . . . 25.00
By donation from Massachusetts Lodge, of Boston . 50.00
By donation from Mt. Lebanon Lodge, of Boston . . 50.00
By amount retarned by Julius Rafalsky e e 30.00
Byamonnt returned by W. H. Kilby . . . . 5.00
By uno\mt returned by Ancient Landmark Lodge, } 12.50

of St. Paul, Min., on account of J. Costello, e
Bvamonnt returned by W. Wilson e e e e 5.70
By amount appropriated by Grand Lodge e e 1500.00

Total . . $1802.78

The disbursements have been as follows:

To cash paid for books for use of committee . . . 9675
To cash paid for stationery for use of committee . . . 19.00
To cash paid for telegrams and postage . .o 3.96
To cash repaid Bro. R. M. Field, on last year's ‘account . 15.00
Tocash paid in sundry donations . . . . 1628.35
Tobalance on hand thisday . . . . . . . 13172

Total . . $1802.78

Your committee have made 215 donations to 181 persons,
composed of destitute Brethren, their widows or orphans. The
total amount of these donations is $1626.35, giving an average
of about $12.41 to each applicant.
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A record of all applications, whether assisted or not, as well
as the proceedings of our semi-monthly meetings, has been kept,
and placed in the hands of the Grand Secretary for inspection, if
desired.

Your committee would express the hope that the Most Wor-
shipful Grand Lodge will, ere long, inaugurate some plan by
which a larger sum shall be placed at the disposal of your
committee on Charity. The calls are very many, and requiring
almost daily attention from one or more of your committee.
When we consider the amount that is spent every year for
banquets and social enjoyment, the sum donated to Charity
appears small indeed.

If the various Lodges throughout the State would make an
annual contribution to the Charity Fund, it would enable your
committee to donate much larger sums than they can as now
situated, and oftentimes prevent recipients from criticising the
doings thereof.

We do not consider it an unreasonable proposition when we
say that not less than ten thousand dollars should be appro-
priated annually to Charity, that virtue which we claim to be
our chief corner-stone.

The applications have been unusually large in namber during
the last two or three months ; and, from present indications, the
coming winter is to be a hard one for the poor.

Your committee would respectfully recommend an appropri-
ation of five hundred dollars for Charity purposes.

Respectfully submitted,

Henry G. Favy,
NaraaNiEL GREENE,
Hengry J. PARkER,
MarLBoROUGH WILLIAMS,
Frank E. Jones,

Commiitee.
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The report was accepted, and the recommendation
adopted, whereby five hundred dollars are appropriated
for charitable purposes, to be disbursed by the Com-
mittee on Charity.

The Committee on By-Laws made report, which was
accepted, and the recommendations adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
December 9th, 1874,

The Committee on By-Laws respectfully report, that they
have examined the full Codes of

Hype Park Lodge, Hyde Park,
Day Serine Lodge, Monson;

and the proposed amendments of those of
Laraverre Lodge, North Adams,
Bewcrer Lodge, Chicopee Falls,
Hexry Price Lodge, Charlestown,
Goupex Freece Lodge, Lynn,
Occipextar Lodge, Stockbridge,
CaarLes River Lodge, Medway,
Havoen Lodge, Brookfield,
Norra Star Lodge, Ashland,
Craries C. Daue Lodge, Georgetown.

They have made slight amendments in the forms submitted
by Day Spring, Lafayette, Belcher and Hyde Park Lodges.
With these amendments, and a description of the seal being
furnished by Day Spring Lodge, the whole conform to the Con-
stitutions and usages of this jurisdiction, and we recommend

their approval.
WiLiax F. Samon,
JoEL SEAVERNS,
Trouas W. Davis,
Commattee.
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The committee on the petition of C. G. Carr pre-
sented the following report, which was accepted, and
the recommendation adopted.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE PETITION OF C. G.
CARR FOR RESTORATION TO MASONRY.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
BOSTON, December 8th, 1874.

The committee to whom was referred the petition of C. G.
Carr, for restoration to the rights and privileges of Masonry,
bave given the matter their careful consideration, and respect-
fully submit the following report:

The petitioner, while Master of Blackstone River Lodge, con-
ferred the Entered Apprentice Degree upon a cundidate who had
been rejected by Olive Branch Lodge, concealing the fact of
such rejection from his Lodge.

For this offence he was expelled by vote of this Grand Lodge
on the 11th of June, 1878.

Your committee are of opinion that the petitioner has not
suffered sufficient discipline for the grave offence committed,
and that restoration at this time would defeat the ends of
Justice.

They therefore recommend that the petitioner have leave to

withdraw.
Percivar L. Evererr,

GeorGe E. Sracy,
WiLuian J. STEVENS,
Commatlee.

The committee appointed at the Quarterly Commu-
nication in June last, to consider and report upon the
best method of preserving the Ritual from alterations,
submitted a partial report, recommending that a com-
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mittee of thirteen be appointed to determine, in all
respects, what is, or should be, the Ritual of this Grand
Lodge, and make report thereon at the Quarterly Com-
munication in March next. The report was accepted,
and the recomrhendation adopted.

The Grand Master read an appeal to the Grand
Lodge, made by Bro. Albert F. Kelley, of John Cutler
Lodge, of Abington, from the ruling of the Worshipful
Master of said Lodge, as set forth in the appeal ; and
the same was referred to R. W. Charles C. Dame, W.
Thomas Waterman, Jr., and W. Christopher W. Dyer.

No further business appearing, the Grand Lodge was
closed in AMpPLE ForM at ten minutes before six o’clock
P. M., until Thursday, the tenth instant, then to meet
at Beethoven Hall, in this city, at nine o’clock a. M.,
for the purpose of exemplifying the work and lectures
of the Three Degrees.

Prayer was offered by W. Bro. Rev. Joshua Young,
Grand Chaplain.
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GRAND LODGE OF INSTRUCTION.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, A. L. 5874,

The Grand Lodge was opened according to appoint-
wment, in Beethoven Hall, Boston, on Thursday, De-
cember 10, 1874, at nine o’clock A. M, in AMPLE
Form, with prayer by W. Bro. Rev. Joshua Young,
Grand Chaplain.

The Grand Master directed W. Cephas Brigham,
Grand Lecturer, to organize a Grand Lodge of Instruc-
tion, and exemplify the work and lectures of the First
Degree. In accordance with this order, a Grand
Lodge of Instruction was organized by the Grand Mar-

.sha.l, as follows :

W. CepHAB BRIGHAM, Grand Lecturer . . . . . Master.

W. CHARLES M. AvERY, Grand Lecturer . . . Senior Warden.
W. E. DANA BaNCROFT, Grand Lecturer . . . . Junior Warden.
W. Mowry LApPHAM . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer.
W.HENRY A.BROWN . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary.

REV. GEORGE H. ALLEN . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain.

Bro. LEONARD M. AVERELL . . . . . . . . Marshal

W. THOMAS WATERMAN, JR. . . . . . . . . Senior Deacon.
W. BENJAMIN F. ATWoop . . . . . . . . . Junior Deacon.
Bro. ALTON F. HASKELL . . . . . . . . . . Senior Steward.
Bro. EUGENE A. HoLToN . . . . . . . . . JuniorSteward.
Bro. RECTOR T. BARTLETT . . . . . . . . . Inside Sentinel.
Bro. HowaARp M. Dow . . . . . . . . . . Organist.

W. THEODORE L. KELLEY . . . . . . . . . Tyler.
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The work and lectures of the First Degree were
fully exemplified, when the Lodge was closed, and re-
organized by order of the Grand Master, for the exem-
plification of the work and lectures of the Second
Degree, as follows :

W. CEARLES M. AVERY, Grand Lecturer . . . . Mauster.
W. E. DaXA BANCROFT, Grand Lecturer . . . . Senior Warden.
W. CepHAS BRIGHAM, Grand Lecturer . . . . . - Junior Warden.

The remaining officers were the same as in the pre-
ceding degree.

The work and lectures of the Second Degree having
been fully- exemplified, at half-past one o’clock p. M.,
the Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment.
About eight hundred Brethren gladly participated in
the generous collation which had been provided in the
banquet-room by order of the Grand Master.

At half-past two o’clock p. M., the Grand Lodge re-
samed labor, and, by direction of the Grand Master, a
Grand Lodge of Instruction was organized for the ex-
emplification of the work and lectures of the Third
Degree, as follows:

W. EDMUND DANA BANCROFT, Grand Lecturer . . Master.
W. CepHAS BriGHAM, Grand Lecturer . . . . . Senior Warden.
W. CEarRLES M. AVERY, Grand Lecturer . . . . Junior Warden.

The remaining officers were the same as in the pre-
ceding degrees.

The work and lectures of the Third Degree were fully
exemplified, and the Lodge closed in due form.
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The hymns used in the opening and closing ceremo-
nies of. each degree, and in the exemplification of the
work of the several degrees, are recorded in the Pro-

* ceedings of the Grand Lodge for December 15, 1870.

At fifteen minutes past six o’clock p. M., the Grand
Lodge was closed in AMpPLE Fory, until the 29th instant,
then to meet at the Masonic Temple in this city, at
four o’clock p. M., for the Installation of Grand Officers,
and the celebration of the Feast of Saint John the
Evangelist.

Prayer was offered by W. Bro. Rev. Joshua Young,
Grand Chaplain.

A true abstract from the Records.

Attest: é M % /M

Recording Grand Secretary.
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STATED COMMUNICATION.

DECEMBER 29, A. L. 5874

A Sratep CoMMUNICATION OF THE MosT WORSHIPFUL
Granp Lopge or MAssacHUSETTS was held at Masonic
Temple, Boston, on Tuesday, the twenty-ninth day of
December, A. L 5874, A. D. 1874, for the Installa-
tion of Grand Qfficers, and the celebration of the Feast
of Saint John the Evangelist.

OFFICERS PRESENT:
M. W. SEgeNO DwIGHT NICKERSON . Grand Master.

R. W. WiLLiaM T. GRAMMER . . . Senior Grand Warden.

R. W. ELuag W.Burr . . . asJunior Grand Warden.

R. W.JoaNy MCCLELLAN . . . . Grand Treasurer.

R. W.CuarrLEs H. Titus . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.

B W. GEORrGE P. SaANGER . . . . CorrespondingGrand Secretary.
R W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH . . D.D.G. Ma.ster, District No. 3.
R. W. Caarres A. WELcH . . . oo District No. 4.
R. W. GEorGgE F. BReep . . . . “ o District No. 5.
R W. WiLLiaM J. SAwWIN . . . . o «  District No. 10.
R. W. GEorGE L. RHOADS . . o« *  District No. 13.
R. W. AsgragaM H. HowLAND, Jn ¢ ¢ District No. 14.
R W. Joax W. AtwooD . . . . “ *  District No. 15.
R. W. EDWARD AVERY,. . . . . . “  District No. 16,
R. W. Smrra B. HARRINGTON . . “ ¢ District No. 17.
R. W. JoaN WETHERBEE . . . u“ ¢ District No. 18.

W. Rev. AroNzo H. QuinT, D. D. .
W. Rev. Josaua YouNG } Grand Chaplains.
W. WiLLtaxm H. CHEssMAN . . . Grand Marshal.

W.Joex ViaLL . . . . . . . Junior Grand Deacon.
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W. JaAMes H. BouvE . . . . . . Junior Grand Steward.
W. E. DANA BANCROFT }

W. CHARLES M. AVERY
Bro. Howarp M. Dow . . . . Grand Organist.
Bro. BENJAMIN F. NOURSE . . . . Grand Tyler.

Grand Lecturers.

PERMANENT MEMBERS PRESENT.

R. W. Winsrow LEwis . . . . . Past Grand Master.
R.W.JoanT.HEarD . . . . . ¢ ‘“

R. W. WiLLiaM D. CooLIDGE . . “ s

R. W. WiLLiAM PARKMAN . . . * o o

R. W. CHARLES C. DaME . . . . ¢ . o

R. W. WiLLiAM S. GARDNER . . . *“ . ¢

R. W. ABRAHAM A. DAME . . . Past Deputy Grand Master.
R. W. CHARLES LEvi WOODBURY . “ “ “ o
R. W. HENRY CHICKERING . . . . Past Grand Warden.
R. W. WiLLiaM W. BAKER . . . ¢ “ “

R. W. WiLLiaM SutrtroN . . . . ¢ L. o

R. W. SaAMueL P. OLIVER . . . . “ . .

R. W. WiLLiam F. SarMmoN . . . ¢ o “

R. W. SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE . . ¢ o o

R. W. CiArLes KiMBaLr, . . . . ¢ . .

R. W. RicHARD Briggs . . . . . ¢ . b

R. W. ELiyan W. Burr . . . . ¢ . -

OF THE COMMITTEE ON RETURNS.
R. W. ANDREW G. SMITH. W. SAMUEL A. B. BrAGG.
OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHARITY.

W. HENRY G. Fay. W. MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS.
W. HENRY J. PARKER. BRro. FrRANK E. JONES.

Also the Masters, Wardens and Brethren of many sub-

-ordinate Lodges.

The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE Form, at
four o’clock p. M., with prayer by W. Bro. Rev. Joshua
Young, Grand Chaplain, and singing. The Ggrear
Licar was opened by the Grand Marshal at the Gospel
of Saint John the Evangelist.

.



1874.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS, 155

The Grand Master announced the death of W. Lovell
Bicknell, Grand Standard-Bearer, who died at his resi-

dence, in East Weymouth, on the E%h instant, at the / 17/

advanced age of eighty-two years; and R. W. John T.
Heard, R. W. William T. Grammer and W. William J.
Stevens were appointed a committee to prepare a suita-
ble memorial for the Records of the Grand Lodge.

INSTALLATION.

The Grand Master appointed R. W. Brothers Wins-
low Lewis, John T. Heard, William D. Coolidge,
VWilliam Parkman, Charles C. Dame and William S.
Gardner, a committee to wait upon R. W. Percival
Lowell Everett, Grand Master elect, and present him
for installation.

The committee retired, attended by the Grand Dea-
cons, the Grand Sword-Bearer and the Grand Stewards,
conducted by the Grand Marshal, and escorted the
Grand Master elect to the Grand East,—the Brethren
all rising,—and duly presented him for installation.

The Grand Master directed the committee to conduct
the Grand Master elect to the altar, there to receive
the benefit of prayer, and be invested with his official
obligation.

The Grand Master elect having been conducted to
the altar, solemn prayer was offered in his behalf by W.
Bro. Rev. Joshua Young, Grand Chaplain in the words
following :
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PRAYER AT THE INSTALLATION OF GRAND MASTER.

Oh Thou, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and
all just works do proceed :

We invoke Thy blessing upon this Thy servant, to whose
honor, wisdom and good intent are now and hereby committed
the great interests of the ancient and time-honored Brother.
hood over which, within the limits of this Commonwealth, he
has been elected to preside, as the head of the Body.

Dating its beginning from a remote peridd ; surviving the
accidents and decays of time ; out-riding all the storms of malice
and persecution; fresh, strong, never more vigorous than to-day;
the Masonic Fraternity still lives and flourishes, watched over,
may we not believe, by a Divine Providence, and perpetuated
under God’s eye, through the ages, as an Institution of good
order, of social virtue, of peace and good-will among men.

Into the far future, as it unfolds to the needs and desires of
mankind, may it still continue to offer its blessings of help and
enjoyment to all who worthily seek them—the interchange of
fraternal greetings, the formation of blessed friendships. )

May our Brother, assisted by those associated with him in
the administration of affairs, and by the blessing of Him with.
out whom the builder buildeth in vain, fail not to transmit un-
impaired the precious trusts committed to his keeping.

To this end, give unto him faith the most lively, hope the
most pure, charity unfeigned. In the possession and exercise
of his authority, may courtesy be blended with firmness, pru-
dence united with justice; and may he, both by precept and
example, show himself to the whole Craft a wise Master-builder,
not only skillful at designs on the Trestle Board, but knowing
also how to use the Trowel with which is spread the cement
which unites the building into one common mass—the cement
of Brotherly love and affection which unites us into une sacred
band or society of friends and Brothers, among whom no con-
tention should ever exist but that noble contention, or rather
emulation, of who best can work and best agree.
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Almighty God, install Thy servant in Wisdom, Strength and
Beauty, and establish the work of his hand; yea, the work of
his hand, establish Thou it, to the glory of Thy great name, for-
evermore. Amen.

The Grand Master elect, having been duly invested
with his official obligation, was re-conducted to the
Grand East, and installed in AMPLE ForM, and in the
words following : "

“It becomes my duty, Most Worshipful, to install you into
your high office as Grand Master of Masons in this Common-
wealth,

“Give me leave to seat you in this CHaIr, and to invest you'
with this Bapee of your office. This will silently admonish
vou always to do justice to the cause of Masonry; to consult,
as the exalted rank you now hold demands of you, its real
interests. It will instruct you to infuse into the many Lodges,
of which you are now the Head, the true spirit of our Order.
Itwill direct you to make wise regulations for the good gov-
emment of the Fraternity; to give due commendation to the
vorthy members of it ; and to rebuke those who act contrary to
its laws.

“1 next deliver this eMBLEM OF THAT POWER With which you
wrenow invested. Always make use of it for the good of our
benevolent Institution.

“To you are committed also those Sacrep WriTINGS in
which are to be found the sublime parts of our ancient mystery.
Inthem are, likewise, most strongly inculcated the social and
moral duties, without which no man can be a Mason. You will
direct your Lodges to read, to study and obey them,

“Receive these tools of Operamive Masonry, which are to
each of us the most expressive symbols. These will assist you,
¥ost Worshipful, to reduce all rude matter into proper form;
t bring to due subjection irregular passions, and to circum-
tcribe them by harmony, order and duty.
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¢ And, lastly, I present to you the Book or CoNsrtrrutions, in
which are contained the rules and orders made for the good
government of the Society; and the Charges, which show its
nature, its wisdom, and its utility. With this book, Most
Worshipful, you will direct your Lodges to make themselves
well acquainted—a work, in all its parts, worthy the attention
of men the most enlightened and judicious.

“You are now, Most Worshipful, at the head of an Order
which is calculated to unite men by true friendship; to extend
benevolence and to promote virtue. And give me leave to say,
that the honor with which you are invested is not unworthy of
a man of the highest rank or most distinguished abilities. Per-
mit me, also, to remind you that your faithful attention to the
duties of your office, and acceptable discharge of them, will
render you of great benefit to one of the most liberal Institutions
upon earth.

““Let me congratulate you, Most Worshipful, on the honor of
being raised from the level of equality to the high station of
presiding over all the Lodges of this State and jurisdiction.

‘“May the Father of Lights invest you with his choicest
gifts; may heavenly wisdom illuminate your mind ; may heav-
enly power give strength to your exertions; may heavenly
goodness fill and enlarge your breast; may your feet rest
upon the rock of justice; from your hands may streams of
beneficence continually issue; and round your head may there
bend a circle made splendid by the rays of honor. And late,
very late inlife, may you be transmitted from the fading honors
of an earthly Lodge to the mansions prepared for the faithful
in a better world.

“ Let me congratulate you, Right Worshipful Grand Officer®
and Brethren, on the election of QOur Most Worshipful Grand
Master; as it is his, agreeably to the rules of our Institution,
to command, so it is ours with readiness to obey. Look to the
Sun, and behold the Planetary Worlds revolving around him in
continual order, with the happiest effect, and learn to imitate



1874.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 159

their regularity, in hope of obtaining from the Chair of Solomon
the light of wisdom and the warmth of love. Or look higher
gtill, and behold the angels, those sister spirits Cherubim and
Seraphim, who are exhibited to us in the oracles of Revelation
33 flaming spirits, burning with heat in their heavenly Grand
Master’s service, and with love to His person and to one
another. They are styled Ministering Spirits from the part they
take in exercising their kind offices to men, in relieving their
wants, securing them from danger, and making their lives more
comfortable.

« ¢« Myriads of spiritual beings walk the earth

Unseen, or when we sleep, or when we wake.'

“Ofthem let us learn to rise in our affection to the Great
Father of all, and thence descending, expand the heart from
Brother to Brother, and to all mankind; of them let us learn
zever to be weary in the ways of well-doing, but to ‘mourn with
them that mourn, and to rejoice with them that do rejoice,’
util, having finished our work on earth, we shall be admitted
o the Temple above, not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens,”

Past Grand Master Nickerson then presented to the
1ew Grand Master the Golden Urn, containing a lock
of Washington’s hair, informing him that in the year
1801 this urn was presented to Grand Master Dunn,
at his installation, and that at every succeeding instal-
lation it had been confided to the care and custody of
gbe Grand Master, with most solemn and imperative
injunctions to carefully preserve it, and, when his term
of office expired, to transmit it to his successor with
the like charge :

“This sacred relic, which I received from my predecessor in
1811, I now place in your hands, and I charge you to religiously
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preserve it, and, when your Grand-Mastership terminates, to
deliver it to your successor with a charge similar to that with
which you now receive it.”

A procession was formed in due order, and the M.
W. Grand Master was saluted, in accordance with the
ancient usage of the Craft and of this Grand Lodge.

Proclamation was made by the Grand Marshal in the
words following :

In the name of the most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the
Commonwealth of- Massachusetts, I proclaim Most Worshipful
Percival Lowell Everett Grand Master of Masons in Massa-
chusetts. And may God Almighty bless him in the government
of the Craft, and us in him. This proclamation is made from the

" Easr, the Wesrt, the Sours. Oxce, Twice, Tarice. All interest-

ed will take due notice, and govern themselves accordingly.

The Grand Master arose from the Oriental Chair,
and, striking one blow with the gavel, being uncovered,
pronounced this invocation :

* May the Grand Architect of the Universe pour down his
blessings on this Society, and enable me to discharge the great
trust reposed in me, to the honor ¢f His name and of the Royal
Art. And may there never be wanting such to fill the Chair
who shall promcte Masonry and the good of mankind as long as

the world endureth. A4men. "

The following words were sung :

GRAND MASTER.

“ To Him who rules be homage paid.
‘Where hearts with voice unite ;
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To Him we bring fraternal aid,
Who guides.in solemn rite.
Come, Brothers, bound by kindly ties,
Your notes harmonious bring;
While acts of generous sacrifice,
In thoughts of love we sing.

‘¢ As days and years roll silent by,

As time’s sad changes rise,

No doubt shall dim the trusting eye,
Where rule the good and wise.

To Him who rules be homage paid,
Where hearts with voice unite;

Till life shall cease, and time shall fade,

‘We'll bring our solemn plight.”

The Grand Master proceeded to install the Grand
Wardens.

R. W. William J. Sawin having been duly installed
into the office of Senior Grand Warden, and R. W.
lacius W. Lovell into the office of Junior Grand War-
den, proclamation thereof was made in the words fol-
lowing :

lam directed by the Most Worshipful Grand Master to
proclaim, and I do hereby proclaim, that the Right Worshipfal
Grand Wardens of this Grand Lodge have been duly installed
into their respective stations. This proclamation is made from
the Easr, the Wesr, the Sours. Oxck, TWICE, THRICE. The
(nf will take duc notice, and govern themselves accordingly.

After each of the Grand Wardens was installed, the
words following were sung :

SENIOR GRAND WARDEN.

“In the West see the Warden with Level in hand,
The Master to aid, and obey his command ;
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We'll aid him with freedom, with fervor and zeal,

And help him his duties and trust to fulfil.”

JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN.

“In the South see the Warden by Plumb stand upright,
‘Who watches the sun, and takes note of his flight;
We'll aid him with freedom, with fervor and zeal,

And help him his duties and trust to fulfil.”

29-

The Grand Master installed into their respective sta-
tions, R. W. John McClellan, Grand Treasurer, and
R. W. Charles H. Titus, Recording Grand Secretary,

in AMpPLE,ForMm.

The following appointments were announced by the

Grand Master :

R. W. CHARLES A. WELCH, Waltham, Deputy Grand Master.
R. W. GEORGE P. SANGER, Cambridge, Corresponding Grand Secretary.
R.W. WiLLiamM T. R. MARVIN, Boston, D. D. G. Mastex District No.

W. Fraxcis CHILDS, Charlestown, b
R.W. CHARLES J. DANVOKTH, Boston,
W. GEORGE F. HOMER, Brookline, o
R.W. GEORGE F. BREED, Lynn, . . "
W. WARREN CURRIER, Newburyport, “
W. SoLoN W. STEVENS, Lowell, . . o

R.W. BowDOIN S. PARKER, Greenﬁeld “
W. JonN R. Davison, Hinsdale, ..o
W. JouN E. SHipmaN, Springfield, . . ¢
W. WiLLiam A. SmitH, Worcester, . -
W. IrviNG B. SayLes, Millbury, . . .

R.W. GEORGE L. RHOADS, Norwood, . *

R.W. AsranaM H. HOwLAND, JR., New
Bedford, . . . «
R.W.Jonn W. A'rwoon. Provmcetown, “
W. HosEA KINGMAN, Bridgewater, . . *
‘W. THEODORE N. FOQUE, Malden, . .
R.W. JoEN WETHERBEE, Warren, . . *

District No.

District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.

District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.

1.
2.
3.

DR O

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14-
15.
16.
17.
18-
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R.W. H. PLUNKET BOURCHIER, Valparaiso, D. D G. Master for Chili.

R.W. ITHAMAR B. EAMES, Shanghai, . o * China.
W. REV. AvLoNzo H. QuinT, D.D., New Bedford, .
W. Rev. Josava Young, Fall River, Grand Chaplains.
W. WiLLrax H. CHESSMAN, Boston, . Grand Marshal.

W. WriLLray H. H. SouLE, Somerville, Senior Grand Deacon.
W. CHARLESE. SMITH, N. Attleborough, Junior Grand Deacon.
W. MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS, Boston, Senior Grand Steward.
W. Taoxas W. Davis, Belmont, §

W. ALBERT H. W. CARPENTER, New Bedford, { Junior Grand

W. HEXRY STEPHENSON, Hingham, Stewards.
W. BAYLIES SANFORD, JR., Brockton, . Grand Sword-Bearer.
W. GEORGE H. FOLGER, Cambridge, . Grand Standard-Bearer.

W. FReDERICK D. ELy, Dedham, }
W. Hexry S. Buxtoxn, Hyde Park,
W. THOMAS WATERMAN, JR., Boston,
W. CHARLES M. AVERY, Chelsea, 2 Grand Lecturers.
W. J. Fraxcis Lortrs, Boston,

Ban. Howarp M. Dow, Boston, . . . Grand Organist.
Bro. EBeN F. GaYy,Boston, . . . . . Grand Tyler.

Grand Pursuivants.

COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY.

R W. SEReNO D. NICKERSON. R. W. CHARLES LEVvi WOODBURY.
R. W. WinsLow Lewis.

COMMITTEE ON CHARITY.

W. Hexry G. Far. W. HENRY J. PARKER.
W. NATHANIEL GREENE. W. JAMES MiLLs.
Bro. FrRaNK E. JoNks.

COMMITTEE ON RETURNS.

R. W. AXprEwW G. SMrrm. W. Jorx M. RopocaNAcHI.
W. JoserH WINSOR. W. SAMUEL A. B. Braga.
W. Wo0sSTER B. MAYHEW.

COMMITTEE ON TRIALS AND HEALING.

R. W. EDWARD AVERY. W. FrReDERICK D. ELy,
W. SAMUEL WELLS.



ST oot Lt

.
wxE -

b mT T e

Ll owS

Lo

comsaEadl sso Folacs st Wl ]

—na ta L cemsEl D

e mm dsamn

164 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [Dec. 99,

N

COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS.

R. W. Ivory H. PoPE.

W. WiLLiAM J. STEVENS.

W. WiLLiaM R. WILSON.

COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.

R. W. Wu.uua F. SALMON.

W. THOMAS W. DAVIS.

W. JOEL SEAVERNS.

The Grand Master installed the Deputy Grand Mas-

ter.

The Deputy Grand Master installed the following-
named Brethren into the stations to which they had

been appointed :

R.W. GEORGE P. SANGER
'W. Francis CHILDS .
R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH
W. GEORGE F. HOMER
R.W. GEORGE F. BREED
W. WARREN CURRIER

W. Sor.oN W. STEVENS .
W. JorN R. DavisoNn

W. JoBN E. SHIPMAN

W. WiLLiAM A. SMITH .
W. IrRVING B. SAYLES
R.W. GEORGE L. RHOADS .

R.W. ABRAHAM H. HOWLAND, J! R:

R.W. JorN W. ATwooD

W. THEODORE N. FOoQUE
R.W. JoEN WETHERBEE

W. Rev. JosHUA YOUNG .
W. WiLLiaM H. CHESSMAN
W. WiLLiam H. H. SouLE
‘W. CHARLES E. SMITH .

W. MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS
W. THoMAS W. DaAvis

W. ALBert H. W. CARPENTER}
W. HENRY STEPHENSON

Corresponding Grand Secretary.

D.D. G. Master, District No. 2
o District No. 3
‘“ o District No. 4.
o “ District No. 5.
¢ o District No. 6
. ¢ District No. 7.
- “ District No. 9.
“ “ District No. 10.
o o District No. 11.
o e District No. 13.
o “ District No. 13.
“ ‘e District No. 4.
s . Distriet No. 15.
6 . District No. 17.
“ b District No. 18.

Grand Chaplain.

Grand Marshal.

Senior Grand Deacon.

Junior Grand Deacon.

Senior Grand Steward.

Junior Grand Stewards.
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W. BAYLIES SANFORD, JR. . . Grand Sword-Bearer.
W. Georce H. FOLGER . . . Grand Standard-Bearer.
W. Freperick D. Ery }

W. Hexry S. BuxToN :

W. TaoMAS WATERMAN, JR. }
W. CHARLES M. AVERY

Beo. Esex F. GaAy . . . . . Grand Tyler.

. Grand Pursuivants.

Grand Tecturers.

Proclamation was made by the Grand Marshal in these
words : )

I am directed by the Most Worshipful Grand Master to
proclaim, and I do hereby proclaim, that the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has been duly organized for the
ensuing year, and is now ready for the transaction of such
business as shall legally come before it. This proclamation ig
made from the Easr, the Wesr, the Soursm. Once, TWICE,
mrce. The Craft will take due notice thereof and govern
themselves accordingly.

R. W. Winslow Lewis, Senior Past Grand Master,
in behalf of Winslow Lewis Lodge, presented Past
Grand Master Sereno Dwight Nickerson a Past Grand
Master’s jewel, and addressed him in the words fol-
lowing :

Riear WorsHirruL Broraer,— The memburs of the Lodge
of which you have been the honored head have deemed it an
ippropriate occasion, publicly, before the assembled Grand
lodge, to make a demonstration of their love and approbation ;
frst, by their presence, and also by the presentation of a me-
worial, indicative and symbolical of the office which you have
80 ably filled.

The Lodge Room should be the place for the bestowing the
badge of a Worshipful Master ; but the Grand East of a Grand
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Lodge should be the scene of that respect due to one vacating
the Throne of Solomon.

I have been selected to the pleasing distinction of being the
conveyancer of their tribute, on account of my peculiar relation
to the Lodge, and to the humble name it bears.

In the palmier days, now so long past, I could, perhaps,
have expressed some bright ideas, delivered really viva voce,
and without hesitation. But now, alas! I must use my feeble
pen and trembling tongue to express thoughts that should
breathe and words that should burn. But the apology is before
you, in the person of old age and its attendant infirmities.

Right Worshipful, you will be the recipient of two sets of
jewels; one, representing the vitalized diamonds of the hearts
of those with whom you are so nearly and dearly associated,
the real, most sparkling, most valued diamonds with which to
decorate your heart, all of the purest water, polished by the
Grand Architect of the universe, set in golden affections, radi-
ant with that expression which no gem can ever attain.

And now, I affix to your breast a beautiful work of art, the
gathered offering of your valued Brothers. It is but of carbon
as its basis ; but, passing through the furnace of science, it now
sparkles and radiates consonant with its increased value, beauty
and excellence. It now symbolizes somewhat that ardent,
enduring regard which will ever attend you, as our Brother,
friend and most cherished companion.

¢« Semper honores, nomenque tuum, laudesque manebuat. Serus
in celum redeas, diuque leelus intersis populo.”’

Past Grand Master Nickerson, though wholly una-
ware of the kind intentions of his Brethren, and sensi-
bly affected by this expression of their love and good
will, responded in the following well-chosen words :

Most WorsaieruL Granp Master,—You will readily under-
stand my embarrassment in endcavoring to find suitable terms in
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which to acknowledge the very kind words of R. W. Brother
Lewis, and the beautiful, the magnificent token of the regard
of my Brethren of Winslow Lewis Lodge. I am indeed sur-
prised, for not the slightest hint of such a gift had reached me
in any form. But in another sense I am not surprised. I am
too familiar with the frequent and constant manifestations of
good will and generosity on the part of those Brethren to won-
der at any new exhibition of those qualities by them. From my
earliest connection with that Lodge, now nearly eighteen years,
our relation has been one unbroken series of kind thoughts
words and deeds from the members towards me, and I did not
suppose it possible for their too generous appreciation of my
efforts to take any new form. But I find myself mistaken, and
80 bewildered by this last and greatest manifestation of their
good will, that I can only repeat, what they have heard from
my lips so often before, the assurance of my most profound
gratitude to each and every one of them.

To the overflowing, the extravagant praise with which R.
W. Brother Lewis has been pleased to accompany this beautiful
testimonial, I can only reply that ¢ praise from Sir Hubert Stan-
ley is praise indeed.’ From my first admission into the Frater-
nity, I have been accustomed to regard him as the very
embodiment of its principles. Among my earliest recollections
of impressive Masonic ceremonies is the remembrance of the
constituting of the Lodge bearing his name, when he officiated
18 Grand Master. The wise counsels he then addressed to us
made a deep impression upon my mind, and have exerted a
strong influence upon my Masonic life. If, therefore, I in any
degree merit the too generous estimate placed upon my services
by my honored Brother, or rather Father, in Masonry, he may
justly claim a large share of your gratitude as having first in-
spired me with Masonic zeal. I am well aware that the same
devotion to the interests of the Fraternity characterizes the
Brethren who have so genergusly expressed their approval of
my official service, and I therefore rejoice that the Grand Lodge
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bas again selected a member of that Lodge as our head. I can
only wish for you, Most Worshipful Grand Master, the same
cordial support and generous confidence which have been so
liberally accorded to your predecessor, while I rest assured that
the interests of our Institution can receive no detriment under
your administration.

e i T T

W. Bro. Rev. Joshua Young, Grand Chaplain, sub-
mitted the following resolution :

Resolved, That the cordial thanks of the M. W. Grand Lodge
are due, and are hereby given, to Past Grand Master R. W.
Bro. John T. Heard, for his valuable labor of love to the Grand
Lodge, in preparing for record and for preservation in its
Archives a list of Grand Chaplains, together with biographical
sketches of the same, covering a period of more than three
quarters of a century. We recognize in this service, volun-
tarily undertaken, and so ably and gracefully done, an evidence,
worthy of all praise, of his high love of the Brotherhood, his
profound attachment to the Craft, his intelligent and cultured
interest in its good name, and a renewed expression of his grate-
ful feeling to his Masonic Brethren of the M. W. Grand Lodge
for the honor received at their hands when he was conducted
to its highest seat in the East.
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The resolution was passed by unanimous vote.
The Grand Master announced the following

COMMITTEE ON RITUAL.

R. W. SkreNO D. NICKERSON. R. W. WiLrLiaMm F. SALMON.
R. W. WiLLiam S. GARDNER. . R. W. Henry ENDICOTT.

R. W. CHARLES C. DAME. R. W. Ivory H. PopE.

R. W. CHARLES LEVI Wo0oDBURY. R. W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH.
R. W. CHARLES H. TiTUS. R. W. JoHN MCCLELLAN.

R. W. SaMuEL P. OLIVER. W. SAMUEL WELLS.

‘W. BENgaAMIN F. NOURSE.
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The Recording Grand Secretary submitted the fol-
lowing reports, which were accepted and ordered to be
recorded : .

REPORTS OF RECORDING GRAND SECRETARY.
IN GRAND LODGE, Dec. 99, 1874,

The following Lodges do not appear to have been represented
during the past year:

ASHLER. EXCELSIOR. PHILANTHROPIC.

Bax STATE. HUNTINGTON. PIONEER.

BeTHEL. Kixe PHILIP. PYTHAGOREAN.
*CINCINNATUS. MARINE. SAINT ALBAN'S.
CONCORDIA. MIDDLESEX. *UnioN (Nantucket).
Dar SprING. MOUNTAIN. VERNON.

De Wrrr CLINTON. MouNT ZION. WispoM.

EvENING STAR. OCCIDENTAL.

The latest printed Proceedings of the following Grand Lodges
have been received at the office of the Recordlng Grand Secre-
tary during the past year:

ALABAMA. INDIANA. New YOrk.
ARcENTINE REPUBLIC. IoWA. NORTH CAROLINA.
ARKANSAS. KANSas. NovA ScoTIA.
BraziL. KENTUCKY. OmnI0.

CALIFORNIA. LouisiaNa. OREGON.

CANADA. MAINE. PENNSYLVANIA.
CanL MARYLAND. . PORTUGAL.
CoLORADO. MICHIGAN. QUEBEC.
CoNNECTICUT. MINNESOTA. RHODE ISLAND.
DerrRICT OF COLUMBIA . MISSISSIPPI. SoutH CAROLINA.
ENGLAND. MISS0URI. TENNESSEE.

Berer. MONTANA. "TEXAS.

FLORIDA. NEBRASKA. UTAH.

FrANCE. NETHERLANDS. VERMONT,
DRLAWARE. NEVADA. VIRGINIA.
GEORGIA. NEwW BRUNSWICK. ‘W ASHING'N TERRITORY.
IpagO. New HAMPSHIRE. WEST VIRGINIA.
ILuNois. NEwW JERSEY. ‘WISCONSIN.

*The W. Master of Cincinnatus Lodgg and the W. Master of Unfon Lodge
(Nantucket) were present at this State mmuniocation.
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Charters have been executed for the following Lodges during
the past year:

Lodge. ¢ Location. Date of Precedence. Date of Charter,
PaeNix . . . Hanover . Feb. 21, 1873. March 11, 1874.
CRESCENT . . . Pittsfield . Sept. 12, 1873. Sept. 9, 1874.
ANCHOR . . . Wales . Nov. 28, 1873. Dec. 9, 1874.

Diplomas have been issued from the office of the Recording
Grand Sccretary during the past year, as follows:

Master Masons. Past Masters.

District No. 1 . 8 . . 6
o No. 2 97 6

o No. 3 . 125 4

" No. 4 . 105 . 3

o No. 5 66 . 4

. No. 6 . 32 . 6

o No. 7 68 . . . 1

o No. 8 . . . .’ 0

o No. 9 . . . 25 . 12

¢« No. 10 . . 188 4

o No. 11 . 104 . 14

o No. 12 .. . 93 . 3

o No. 13 8 . . 0

¢ No. 14 . . . 86 . 6

e No. 15 . . 32 . 1

i No.16 . . . . . . 133 . . 0

“ No.17 . . . . . . 586 0
ChiliDistriet . . . . . . . 10 . . 0
China Distriet . . . . . . . 12 . 0
1,466 70

CrARLES H. Trtus,
Recording Grand Secrelary.

At six o’clock . M., the Grand Lodge was called from

labor to refreshment.
J A procession was formed by the Grand Marshal, and
the Brethren were conducted to the banquet-room,
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where the feast of Saint John the Evangelist was duly
celebrated after the manner of Masons.

At forty minutes past nine o’clock p. M., the Grand
Lodge was called from refreshment to labor, the mystic
circle was formed, Auld Lang Syne sung, and the
Grand Lodge closed in AMpLE Forwm.

A true abstract from the Records.

~ Attest: 62 }g@

Recording Grand Secretary.
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REPORTS OF DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS, AB-
STRACTS OF RETURNS OF LODGES, LODGES IN
MASONIC DISTRICTS, LIST OF LODGES AND SEC-
RETARIES, PAST OFFICERS AND PERMA-
NENT MEMBERS, AND ORGANIZATION
OF THE GRAND LODGE FOR 1875.






REPORTS OF DISTRICT DEPUTIES.

FIRST DISTRICT.

BosTON, December 3, 1874.

To SERENO DwIGHT NICKERSON, EsQ., M. W. Grand Masler of Masons
in Massachusetts: —

DeAR SIR AND BROTHER,—I have the honor to submit herewith the
returns for the official year now closing, with the report of the general
condition of the Lodges in the First District.

In accordance with the custom of my predecessors and the require-
ments of the position, I have visited officially all the Lodges under my
care, and have also visited un-officially some of them, each working
month of the year. There has been, in many respects, a great advance
in the manner of working the degrees during the last few years; a
greater emulation among the officers as to * who best can work,” and
amore earnest desire to conform to the requirements of the ritual.
Some difference of opinion as to what was the exact ritual has arisen
in reference to some minor points, owing no doubt to the changes which
kave heen made, especially in the third degree; and by the unanimous
request of the Worshipful Masters, in which every presiding Master in
the District joined, I had the honor to present a motion in the Grand
Lodge on the subject, and a comnmittee has been appointed to consider
and report upon it, and it is believed that the best results will follow
their labors. It is a matter of the highest importance that the Lodges
of the First District—which have, probably, more visitors from all
parts of the State,and, indeed, of the country, than their sister Lodges in
the other Districts—should in the most perfect manner exemplify the
Masonic work and lectures. Itis undoubtedly their desire so to do.
and the cordial co-operation which I have received in this direction
fom the Worshipful Masters’ Association of the District deserves my
sincere thanks. This Association has also done much to promote a
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more intimate acquaintance among the various Lodges in this and the
neighboring Districts; and I believe the formation of similar organiza-
tions in all the Districts would advance the eneral welfare of the
Craft.

The amount of work done varies but slightly from that of the preced-
ing year. I have been requested to give Dispensations but three times.
and in each case for the convenience of the Lodge, rather than for that of
the candidate. A gratifying spirit of harmony has prevailed. Two
cases only have occurred in which trials were necessary, and the result
of these need not be mentioned more particularly.

One of the pleasantest visits I had the honor of making was that to
Mt. Lebanon Lodge, when a portrait of one of their late Past Masters,
Simon W. Robinson, a well-known and distinguished Past Grand Mas-
ter of the Grand Lodge, was presented to the Grand Lodge; and it is
now hanging upon the walls of Sutton Hall, in the goodly fellowship of
‘Winslow Lewis, Paul Revere and other eminent Brethren, who have
done so much to render our historic past illustrious in the annals of
Masonry.

With peace in their borders, and prosperity attending their labors,
the Lodges appear to be in the best possible condition; the amounts
expended for charity, both among their own members and for the
relief of other distressed Brethren, whose calls have been of great
frequency, have been unusually large, and they have fully sustained
their reputation for generous and brotherly love. Ithas been a trying
season in many respects; and while secrecy hus most properly been
maintained as to the amounts disbursed, I am personally cognizant of
many cases in which Masonic charity has caused the widow’s heart to
sing for joy, and the blessing of him that was ready to perish has fol-
lowed the liberality of Brethren who suffered not these appeals for aid
to pass unheard.

Thanking you, Sir, for the honor conferred upon me, and the Breth-
ren and Lodges of the District for their cordial greeting and hospitable
welcome, 1 remain,

Fraternally yours,
WILLIAM T. R. MARYVIN,
D. D. @. Master First Masonic Distrect.
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SECOND DISTRICT.

BosToN, December 8, 1874.

To SereNo DwicHT NICKERSON, EsQ., M. W. Grand Master of Masons
tn Massachusetls : —

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—I have the honor of making a second

* report in relation to the District committed to my care.

I enclose the Returns of the several Lodges, with duplicate receipt of
the Grand Treasurer for the amount collected by me in the District.
The amount, as compared with that of last year, is materially larger.
The work of the year, excepting that of two Lodges, has been light;
largely owing, I apprehend, to causes connected with the depressed
state of general business; bat enough has been done to keep up the
Regular Meetings, and secure a healthy interest and attendance of
members. .

I have endeavored to give a somewhat close attention to the District,
and have made frequent visits to Lodges not remote in distance. T
think I may safely say, that the District as a whole, and excepting per-
haps one single Lodge, is in a prosperous and satisfactory condition.
The Charters are all secure, the records properly made and full in
details; the attendance, in proportion to the number of members, good;
the ritnal, reasonably perfect; and both ritnal and work fairly uniform
throughout the District. It is equally satisfactory to me to be able to
add that the best spirit of Masonry and brotherly good will still pre-
vails.

I have granted no Dispensations, neither has any question of moment
arisen in the District for my decision.

A3 your representative, I have been everywhere received with the
utmost kindness and courtesy, and with the honors due to the position.
My visits have becn pleasant and beneficial to myself, and I sincerely
hope they may, to some extent, have aided the good cause.

Sincerely and fraternally,
Your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. KENT,
D. D. G. Master Second Masonic District.
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THIRD DISTRICT.

BosToN, November 21, 1874.

To SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON, ESQ., M. W. Grand Master of Mason g
. in Massachusetts : —

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—For the third time I have the pleasing
duty to perform of reporting to you upon the condition of the several
Lodges in the Third District, within which, by your continued kindness,
I have enjoyed the high honor of being your representative.

The course adopted at the commencement of my appointment to this
office, three years since—that of acquiring an intimate acquaintance
with the officers and members of the Lodges—has been continued, with
the snme gratifying results. I venture to assert that no predecessor has
ever enjoyed so extensive a personal acquaintance in the District as
your present Deputy, and consequently has never experienced the un-
speakable pleasure that lies within the reach of all who desire to enjoy
this wealth of fraternal love. This intimate acquaintance creates a
personal interest in the affuirs of the Lodges; and, as like begets like, so
the affuirs of the Grand Lodge are better understood, and become a
subject of solicitude, so that the fatigue of these unofficial visits is fully
repaid by the growing interest so apparent throughout the District.

I apprehend no danger to the vanity or worth of the several officers
by praising in the highest manner the work of the Lodges. They have
borne my criticism with magnanimity, feeling its truth; and they, I
doubt not, will receive my highest praise, knowing also itstruth. Every
Worshipful Master who has retired from, or succeeded to, the chair
during the year just passed, has displayed the most untiring zeal for the
perfection of the ritual, and the proper discharge of his executive
duties. And as the Masters, so are all the officers, full of a strong sense
of duty for the faithful discharge of the obligation they have so
solemnly taken, upon the honor of a Mason. I look upon the records
as monuments of praise for the patient labor of the Secretaries, who
have betrayed an ardent desire to receive the commendation they so
deservedly merit.

The result of this faithfulness is gratifying in the highest degree.
With officers interested and earnest, a marked awakening among the
members is not long delayed, and soon the entire Lodge glows with
living emulation. And, this spirit and influence extends still further.,
It breaks away from the confines of a Lodge, and embraces other
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Lodges, until the whole Masonic community feels its influence. As
evidence of this, let me call your -attention to the reciprocal visits of the
officers of the several Lodges in South and East Boston. It is very
Tarely that a Regular Meeting does not find the officers of all the Lodges
in ench locality present, and interchanging sentiments of cordiality and
friendship. This creates a friendly rivalry for the perfection of the
work; a kindly criticism is excited, doubtful points are debated and
decided, information imparted and received, until, as in my own experi-
ence, the District Deputy finds himself among his peers in Masonic
knowledge and ritual. .

It is a proud admission, and I feel a thrill of pride in making it, that
the officers, and especially the Worshipful Masters, are abundantly
qualified for all the duties of their office.

In granting Dispensations, I have been guided by the necessitics of
each case, and have found that the Brother was soon to leave the city,
or that the granting was necessary in order to facilitate the work and
avoid the expense of a Special Meeting.

And in this connection, I suggest the propriety of passing an order by
the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, establishing a fee for a Dispensation.
It is competent for the Lodges to incorporate it in their By-Laws; but
e Lodge in close proximity to another would hesitate to do it, while,
ifdone in Grand Lodge, it would bear equally upon all the Lodges. In
a majority of cases, the henefit of a Dispensation accrues to the candidate
iu a saving of time, while, by the necessity of a Special Meeting, an
extra expense is entailed upon the Lodge, thus reducing the benefit
derived by the admission fee. For this benefit, in a saving of time,
and for the expense entailed upon the Lodge, the candidate ought to
pay; and thus make his admission fee of the same value as the fees of
other candidates, who have waited the required time.

There has been a good amount of work done in the District during
the year; a steady increase of initintes and members; and good evi-
dence that it is of good material. It is my opinion that the necessity of
amore scrutinizing investigation of character is being realized by the
members of the Institution; and negative characters, those of whom
nothing can be said in favor or against, are oftener regarded as unwor-
thy, and rejected.

My official visitations have been attended by courteous and attentive
Brethren in goodly numbers, and no effort has been spared for the per-
fection of the work, the exhibition of loyalty to the M. W. Grand Lodge,
aad personal regard for the humble individual who has been honored
% the representative of the Most Worshipful Grand Master.
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The happy memories born of this experience can never lose their
brightness, bat, I sincerely hope, will serve to cheer many an hour of
quiet meditation in future years,

In conclusion, I desire to express my sincere gratitude for your kind-
ness in appointing me to a position that has proved so fruitful of good
thoughts and feelings, and to add, in the-words of the * old man elo-
quent,” that

 Memory, brooding e’er the past,
Shall ever bless the day
When fortune, in her kindness, cast
This pleasure in my way.”

With the highest feelings of esteem and respect, I have the honor to
subscribe myself,

Very truly and fraternally yours,
CHARLES J. DANFORTH,
D. D. G. Master Third Masonic District.

FOURTH DISTRICT.

BosToN, December 9, 1874.

To SERENO DwWIGHT NICKERSON, EsQ., M. W. Grand Master of Masons
in Massachuselts : —

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—I have already submitted to you the
detailed Returns, showing the work done by the Lodges in the Founrth
District during the past year. I have officially visited the eleven Lodges,
and found each of them in most respects in an improved condition.
Meridian Lodge, of Natick, lost its Lodge-room in the great fire of Jan-
uary 13th, 1874, and I witnessed the work of the Lodge under some
disadvantages, as far as the size and convenience of the room wa®
concerned. The fire spread so rapidly that, although some eight or
ten members ran up into the Lodge-room and saved the Charter, rec-
ords and jewels, before they left it had broken out in the ante-room
and they could not return and save anything more. The other prop-
erty of the Lodge was therefore destroyed; but, as the whole was
insured, the ultimate loss was not much over five hundred dollars,
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The members, nothing daunted by their new misfortnne and the gen-
eral loss which the town sustained, have already made arrangements
for anew Lodge-room, which will be more convenient than the one
destroyed ; and in the latter part of the winter, or early spring, it will
be finished and ready for occupancy.

The members of Dalhousie Lodge, the largest in the jurisdiction, find
their present Lodge-room too small for their growing numbers and for
the use of the other Masonic Bodies in Newtonville, which occupy
it with them; and, with their usual zeal in Masonic matters, have
taken measures to obtain a more spacious one. With but two excep-
tions, and those of very young Lodges, the Lodge-rooms throughout the
District are entirely satisfactory, showing a wonderful improvement
over those used a few years back. In more important particulars, the
condition of the Lodges is excellent. No one can visit them, and hold
friendly intercourse with their officers and members, without feeling
satisfied that all understand the importan¢e of selecting, as Masters,
Brethren who are not only qualified by their Masonic knowledge, but
by their established character in the community.

During the three years that I have been District Deputy Grand
Master, the ritual has never been more faithfully rendered than during
the past year, and I have never before witnessed the work so impres-
sively performed as in several instances this year.

Since my last report I have granted but one Dispensation, and in this
case the proper interval between the degrees was only shortened by a
few days. :

Besides my regular official duties, I have installed the officers of two
or more of the Lodges; those of my own Lodge, in Waltham, last
evening. .

Before closing my last report as District Deputy Grand Master of the
Fourth Masonic District, allow me to express the hope that my suc-
cessor may be received in his visits to the Lodges with the same hearty
welcome which has been given to me as a representative of the Grand
Lodge; and that when he, too, ends his official career, he may look
back upon his intercourse with his Masonic Brethren with as much

pleasure as I now do.
Yours truly and fraternally,

CHARLES A. WELCH,
D. D. G. Master)Fourth Masonic District.
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FIFTH DISTRICT.

LyNN, December 9, 1874.

To SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON, EsQ., M. W. Grand Master of Masons
tn Massachusetts: —

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—In the further pursuance of my official
duties as District Deputy Grand Master of the Fifth Masonic District,
and in accordance with the requirements of the Constitutions of the
M. W. Grand Lodge, I respectfully submit my report for the current
year. I have, accompanied by a full suite of officers, visited every
Lodge in this District. With a single exception, I have been received
by the Lodges in a manner befitting a representative of the M. W.
Grand Lodge, and treated with cordiality and Masonic hospitality.
Having previously reported, verbally, all the particulars of this transac-
tion, and believing there will he a change made in the administration of
this Lodge at the election about to occur, I will not further allude to
the matter. With this single exception, I have found all the Lodges in
harmony with, and loyal to, the M. W. Grand Lodge, and desirous to do
all in their power to promote its prosperity.

I have found the Charters of the various Lodges well preserved and
in their appropriate place in the Lodge.

An inspection of the ceremony of tyling demonstrated that it was, in
every Lodge, performed in accordance with the ancient and established
usage of the Fraternity.

The By-Laws, in most instances, were properly approved by the M.
W. Grand Lodge. I gave instructions that such as did not bear the
attestation of the Grand Secretary should be submitted for approval at
once. .

The Records of a majority of the Lodges are well kept, and in the
appropriate phraseology of the Order; many of them with an accuracy.
legibility and neatness worthy of the highest commendation. Some
suggestions of desirable improvements in their methods of keeping the
Records were made to two or three of the Secretaries, which they gladly
received and promised to follow. Many of the old I.odges have always
recorded the names of every member and visitor present at every Com-
munication. IL has been suggested toall the Secretaries, that, if this is
not always practicable, at least, the number of members and visitors
present should always be made a matter of record.

I have received from each Lodge in the District its Returns and
Grand Lodge dues, and have delivered them to the Grand Treasurer.
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The Book of Constitutions and General Regulations of the M. W.
Grand Lodge was, upon inquiry, found in each Lodge, and the Masters
of a majority of the Lodges informed me that so much of it as relates
to subordinate Lodges had been read annually.

The Records of the Proceedings of the M. W. Grand Lodge for 1873,
and for the first three quarters of 1874, were asked for and received in
eleven out of the thirteen Lodges comprising this District. Some of
the Lodges have them bound and preserved for reference. This plan
was recommended to them all.

The financial condition of each Lodge was made a matter of special
inquiry, resulting in the revelation of a very satisfactory state of things,
generally, considering the great depression which exists in every branch
of industry in the District.

T have, in conformity with instructions received, called the attention
of the members of all the Lodges to the capitation tax, and have sug-
gested the advantages which would follow a commutation of the
remaining payments.

I have also urged upon the Masters and Wardens the importance of a
more punctual attendance on the Communications of the M. W. Grand

The attention of the Secretaries of all the Lodges has been called to
the importance of completing the register of their members and trans-
mitting the same to the Grand Secretary as soon as completed.

Two Dispensations have been granted to confer the degrees, out of
the regular course, the circumstances appearing to justify such action.

The ceremony of opening the Lodge in Due Form was performed, and
the work was exemplified for my inspection in every Lodge but one.
The dissensions and discord which have disturbed the harmony and
impaired the usefulness of this Lodge have been so serious, that they
had no work, and would have been unable satisfactorily to have per-
formed it if they had. Your familiarity with the condition of this Lodge,
and the causes that led to it, render it unnecessary for me to detail it
bere. It gives me pleasure to inform you that your timely visit and
Jodicions advice have resulted in a cessation of these troubles, and the
Testoration of peace, harmony and good-will. Their Grand Lodge dues
bave been paid, a new corps of officers elected, and we have now good
reason to expect that this old Lodge, which has, for more than one hun-
dred years, sustained a reputation second to nonme in this District, for
excellence of work and for hospitality and good fellowship, will speed-
ily regain the honorable position which it has hitherto maintaimed.

In nearly all the Lodges, the ceremony of opening was performed in
acordance with the form adopted by the M. W. Grand Lodge. The
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beauty of this ceremony has been greatly enhanced by the attention
which has been given to music in most of the Lodges during the past
year.

I regret to say that, in one Lodge, to which reference has previously
been made, the work was so radically different from what is considered
the present standard of Grand Lodge work, and so unlike anything I
had ever witnessed anywhere, that it appeared to be imperatively nec-
essary that one of the Grand Lecturers should be employed to correct
the numerous errors that had obtained. Such recommendation was
accordmgly made.

As this is my firat year of service in my present capacity, I am
unable to institute any comparison between the present work and
condition of the Lodges and that of former years. The facts, however,
will justify the statement that the average standard of work in the
District is a high one, and that careful attention has been paid to the
ritual of the Grand Lodge, and both the superior and subordinate offi-
cers have zealously endeavored to be as accurate as possible in render-
ing the work in accordance with the annual exemplification. It is very
important that there should be some absolute standard of the work, and
a perfect agreement between the Grand Lecturers in their method of
rendering it. One noticeable instance of the differences which exist
occurred at one of my visitations, where the audience was composed of
the members of two Lodges. about evenly divided. One half of the
Brethren present gave one of the ***** ag they had been recently in.
structed by one of the Grand Lecturers to give it, and the other gave it
as it has always hitherto been given. There were some other noticeable
variations in the work, for which the same authority was quoted. This
lack of uniformity gave rise to much dissatisfaction and remark. Itis
apparent that these differences must be corrected, or they will cause
confusion and injury to the Order.

Some of the Brethren have snggested that many of the inconvenienceg
attending the annual exemplification of the work might be obviated by
having it for the officers of Lodges only, and by having the exemplifica.
tion for the Brethren generally take place in the several Districts.

Owing to the unprecedented depression in business, applications for
relief have, in some parts of the District, been very numerous; but the
Brethren have cheerfully responded to Charity’s call, and have not
failed to exercise that liberal benevolence which is the crowning glory
of our Order.

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the obligations I am under to
the Brethren who accompanied me on my visitations: to Worshipful
Bro. Ephraim Alfred Ingalls, whose devotion to the Order, and long
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experience in official positions and whose popularity among the Breth-
ren rendered especially valuable his assistance and advice; to Broth.
ers John Albree and William Badger Phillips, I am indebted for many
valuable suggestions in reference to the form and method of keeping
the Records, which have been gladly adopted. Worshipful Bro. T.
Fred. Martin, who acted as Marshal, was entitled to, and received, the
commendation of the Brethren for his prompt and efficient discha.rge of
the daties of his office.

1 should do injustice to my feelings, were I to fail to give expression
to my appreciation of, and my thanks for, the invariable courtesy and
kindness of the Grand Secretary, Bro. Charles H. Titus, in all my in-
tercourse with him during the past year.

Thanking you for the honor of the appointment, and hoping my
endeavors faithfully to discharge its duties will meet your approbation,

I am, very respectfully yours,
GEORGE F. BREED,
D. D. G. Master Fifth Masonic District.

SIXTH DISTRICT.

METHUEN, December 1, 1874.

To SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON, ESQ., M. W. Grand Master of Masons
in Massachusetls : —

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—I herewith submit my third annual report
15 District Deputy Grand Master for the Sixth Masonic District.

The past year, like the two preceding years, has been characterized by
an absence of anything of peculiar importance. The Lodges have all
been prosperous and harmonious, and have shown an increased interest
rather than its opposite. The amount of work performed, as shown by
the Annual Returns, falls a little below that reported a year ago.

One hundred and fourteen initiates were returned last year, ninety-
four this year. The amount of money received falls but little short of
the amount last year, thus showing that, in spite of hard times and de-
pression in business, the interest in our Fraternity has been well sus-
tained, and the estimation in which it is held by the community in
o wise diminished.
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I have visiled officially every Lodge in the District, in nearly every
instance with a full sunite. There has been a decided improvement in
the work of several of the Lodges, and none have taken steps back-
ward. The Records of the Lodges, on the whole, exhibit greater merit
than when my acquaintance with them commenced, two years ago.
There were then some fine specimens of Lodge Records; but some of
the Secretaries seem to have gained a more correct idea of what a rec-
ord should be, and the Records of the District are now more uniformly
good than then. Most of the Lodges in this District are proficient in the
new work, and some of them have it more correctly than they had the
old. They were much aided in acquiring the new work by a Conven-
tion which was held at Haverhill on the fifth of March last, under the
instruction of W. E. Dana Bancroft. The Convention met in the after-
noon, and the work of the first and second degrees was exemplified
respectively by St. John’s Lodge, Newburyport, and Grecian Lodge,
Lawrence. The work of the third degree was shown in the evening
by Merrimack Lodge, Haverhill. Every Lodge in the District was well
ropresented by its ofticers, some of them showing a degree of interest
unexpected and peculiarly gratifying. Although none but officers of
Lodges, outside of Haverhill, were invited, more than two hundred
Brethren were present, representing thirty-one Lodges.

The meeting was in every way a success, has had a marked influence
on the work of the Lodges, and, I hope, in the interest of uniform and
correct work, my successor will cause a similar meeting to be held
the coming year.

I need not remind you that a new Lodge (Cochichewick) is now
working under Dispensation at North Andover. This new Lodge is, I
think, needed, and no official act I have been asked to perform com-
mended itself more clearly to my judgment than that of signing an
approval of the petition of the Brethren of North Andover for a Dispen-
sation. Cochichewick Lodge has a snug hall, neatly and tastefully
furnished, and a corps of officers who are manifesting great interest in
their enterprise. They have plenty of good material offering; and, 1
doubt not, will be found worthy to be constituted into a regular Lodge
in due time.

Charles C. Dame Lodge, Georgetown, has been deprived of the use
of its hall for a time by the fire which inflicted so heavy a blow on the
business interests of that town. The Masonic Hall was badly damaged
by fire and water; but, fortunately, the building was well insured, and
the loss to the owners will not be heavy. The furniture was removed
from the hall before the fire reached it, so that the Lodge will suffer
slight pecuniary loss in that particular. The Lodge now holds its
Communications in the elegant hall belonging to the Odd Fellows, who
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generously offered the Lodge the use of their apartments before the fire
was fully extinguished.

I have granted Dispensations to confer the second and third degrees
out of course, in a few instances, and those of such a nature as seemed
to justifyit. In concluding my term of service as District Deputy Grand
Master, I desire to ncknowledge my indebtedness to you for an ap-
pointment which has enabled me to form a most pleasant acquaintance
with the Brethren of the Sixth District. My personal and official inter-
conrse with them all has been of the most courteous and friendly char-
acter, and I commend them to my successor as Brethren with whom
itis a pleasure to associate, and for whom we may confidently hope a
continuance of the harmony and prosperity that now prevail.

Respectfully and fraternally yours,
JOSEPH S. HOWE,

D. D. G. Master Sixth Masonic District.

SEVENTH DISTRICT.

LowEeLL, December 9, 1874.

To Serexo Dwi1GHT NICKERSON, ESQ., M. W. Grand Master of Masons
. Massachuselts: —

My DEAR SIrR AND BroTHER,—I have the honor to submit herewith
my sixth annual report as D. D. G. Master of the Seventh Masonic
District.

I have visited officially every Lodge under my jurisdiction, with one
exception, and am pleased to bear witness to the healthy and highly
sitisfactory condition in which I found each and every Lodge so visited,
13 well as the uniform kindness and courtesy with which I have been
invariably greeted as your representative.

Thave been more than pleased, also, with the large attendance upon
the meetings, and the earnest and careful attention bestowed upon the
exemplification of the work in all cases.
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In my visits I found the Masters, Wardens and officers all good men
and true, devoted to the well-being and prosperity of the Institution
of Masonry in general, and of their respective Lodges in particular.

My labors have been materially ligntened, during the last few years,
by the earnest and growing desire evinced by the officers of the
various Lodges to perfect themselves in the work of the Grand Lodge,
as officially promulgated.

By the accompanying tabular statement, you will observe that there
has been about the average number of initiates during the past year,
with more than the average increase in membership.

Present

No. of Members. Initiates. at Official Visit.

T1818 154 1818 1814 1873 1874
Aurora . . . . . . 198 208 17 8 ;] 131
Ancient York . . . 192 199 9 1 61 87
Caleb Butler . . . . 83 ] 6 8 36 48
Charles W. Moore . . 100 14 N 14 64 k13
Kilwionfng . . . . 80 59 2 1 40 58
Pentacket . . . . . 274 304 12 156 110 141
Salnt Paul . . . . . 68 70 2 5 " 59
Trinity . . . . « « 149 159 8 13 n 80
Wilder . . . . . . 92 108 1 15 69
William North . . . 187 156 20 20 58 9%

And now, Most Worshipful, in closing my stewdrdship of six years’
service as District Deputy Grand Master of this District, allow me to
thank you for your kindness and consideration, and for the high honor
which you have conferred upon me, as well as the contidence which
you have been pleased to repose in me.

To have served continuously through two such administrations as
your own and that of your immediate predecessor, is an honor not
lightly to be esteemed, and I shall ever cherish it with pride and satis-
faction. With renewed assurances of regard and esteem,

I am, very respectfully and fraternally yours,

HENRY P. PERKINS,

D. D. Q. Master Seventh Masonic District.

N
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EIGHTH DISTRICT.

GREENFIELD, Dec. 1, 1874,

To SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON, M. W. Grand Master of Masonsin
Mussachusetts : —

MosT WORSHIPFUL SIR AND BROTHER,—AS another Masonic year is
numbered with the past, I herewith enclose the customary Returns and
abstracts of work for the District placed by you under my charge.

In conformity to the requirements of my office, I have visited, official-
ly, every Lodge in the District, and am pleased to be able to report a
very satisfactory spirit of emulation amongst them.

At every visit, I saw exemplified one of the degrees, and in all cases
carefully examined the Charter, By-Laws and Records.

The Charters—some running back into the previous century—are
arefully preserved. In the case of one,—Harmony, of Northfield,—it
seems worthy of mention, that, of all the Lodges in the vicinity, this
alone did not return its Charter during the anti-Masonic furor. For
seventy-eight years the Charter has remained with the Brethren; and
during all the trials and discouragements of its more than threescore
and ten years, they have remained true to the principles of the Institu-
tion.

The By-Laws in use have been approved by the Grand Lodge.

The Records I found neatly kept, and the various matters of business
exhibited with sufficient minuteness and particularity. Much of the
saccess of many of the Lodges I attribute to the able efforts and faith-
ful services of their Secretaries; indeed, I bave long considered the
Secretary's office second only to the Master’s.

In this District, it has heen the custom for the Deputy to make his
official visits alone; I have deviated from this practice, and have,
where 1t was practicable, taken a Marshal, and in some cases a full
suite of officers, with me, and could not but observe the increased pleas-
wre and appreciation of the Lodges on such occasions. I think it has
acted as a stimulus to them, and has been the means of a renewed
interest in Masonry.

By your invitation, I attended the dedication of the new Masonic
apartments of Star Lodge, Athol Depot, acting as Junior Grand
Warden.

February 17th, at the request of several Lodges. I arranged
for a meeting with Republican Lodge, Greenfield, for the purpose of
enabling the officers to become proficient in the work of the Order.
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At this meeting, W. E. Dana Bancroft, Grand Lecturer, presided, and
exemplified the third degree. Eight of the eleven Lodges in this Dis-
trict were represented by their officers and a goodly number of mem-
bers. It was an occasion of great interest and real enjoyment. Per-
haps in this connection I ought to mention the fact that, last year, Re-
publican Lodge held a similar meeting, with visiting Brethren from
neighboring Lodges, at which W. Brother Bancroft exemplified the first
and second degrees.

Several applications for Dispensations to confer degrees, short of the
usual time required, have been received. In cases whereit has seemed
for the good of the Order, I have granted them, but in all doubtful
cases have felt constrained to refuse.

The duties of a District Deputy Grand Master are, indeed, many and
various, and not the least of them is the fact that it is tacitly understood
that the incumbent will possess a knowledge of Masonic law, and will
dispense it at sight, on any and all of the unique questions which con-
stantly arise under manifold circumstances; but in this, I have enjoyed
the confidence of the Lodges, and have found my decisions respected.
I give below the aggregate of initiates and members for the year, and
which, you will observe, shows a gratifying increase,—remembering
that the exhibit includes the returns of two new Lodges, which have
been added to this District since last year.

Whole number of Initiates for the year 1873, 86

“ “ . (13 [} “" lm4' 105
“ “ ¢ Members returned in 1873, 810
" " " [ “ (13 1874' 978

. 0

In conclusion, I am happy to say that the Lodges are, as a whole, in
good working order; the officers of most of them having a generous en-
thusiasm in the performance of their duties. At least four Lodges ex-
hibited work which, for its perfectness, promptness and impressiveness,
I have never seen excelled. Throughout, in making my official visits,
as well as in the performance of all duties as your representative, I
have been received with distinguished kindness and an overflowing
hospitality.

Thanking you for the honor of the appointment, I remain,

Respectfully and fraternally yours,

BOWDOIN S. PARKER,
D. D. Q. Master Eighth Masonic District.
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NINTH DISTRICT.

SoutH ApaMS, December 1, 1874,

To SkreN0 DwiGHT NICKERSON, M. W. Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts :—

DEaR S1R AND BROTHER,—I have the honor to submit this, my
sixth annual report of my doings as District Deputy Grand Master of
the Ninth Masonic District, for the year 1874.

I have during the year and in my official capacity visited all the
Lodges in the District; and, upon special invitation, have installed the
officers at subsequent visits. 1 have also, under your commission and
ating as your proxy, dedicated to Masonic purposes the new rooms of
Globe Lodge at Hinsdale, and Williams Lodge of Williamstown. Ihave
made a careful examination of all the Records and books of each Lodge,
and found them neatly and accurately kept. The Charters are in a good
state of preservation ; the By-Laws and Amendments thereto ap-
proved by the Grand Lodge. It gives me great pleasure to say that, at
notime since my appointment, six years ago, has there been such a
general state of good feeling and brotherly love a8 exists at the present
tme. Order and decorum prevail at their Communications; and the
members appear to have clear perceptions of the principles and ground-
work of Masonry, and its mission among mankind.

In regard to work, as it is called, I cAnnot make a very flattering
report. There is not that degree of uniformity which has existed here-
wfore, owing to certain causes which are well understood by the Fra-
ternity.  When the Grand Lodge, in its wisdom, perfects, adopts and
promulgates a finished ritual, allow no one to alter or ckange it
in the least. I should recommend that some measures be taken to
give all of the Lodges full instruction, and oblige them strictly to com-
ply with the letter and spirit of the ritual. By this means, I should
hope to see greater uniformity in the work of the Lodges throughout
the Commonwealth.

I have granted only two Dispensations during the year for conferring
the degrees out of the regular time, and then for a good cause.

No public processions have been formed contrary to the provi-
sions of the Constitutions of the Order; all cheerfully yielding a ready
submission to the well-known views of the M. W. Grand Master in
this matter.
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In reviewing my Masonic labors for the past six years, I find that i
my official capacity I have devoted one-twelfth of my time each year t
the interests of the Fraternity; I do not, however, regret the time thr
spent, for I have formed very many pleasant associations and acquain
ances, and my intercourse with the Brotherhood has been of such
pleasant character, that the recollections of it will be among th
happiest experiences of my life. It is a source of satisfaction to me, t
feel and to know that I have labored faithfully and earnestly to promot
the interests and welfare of the Craft. To hold up high the standard o
Masonry, to encourage the young men to aim at a higher degree o
moral excellence in purity of life and conduct, and to direct them, i
the light of divine truth, to paths which lead upward and onward t
brighter scenes and worlds above, has been the leading thought an
desire of my heart. I have endeavored to do all the good possible
how well or how far I have succeeded, the records of the future mus
reveal.

Trusting to an all-wise Providence to rule all things for the good o
all, I am content to leave the result of my labors in His hands.

Thanking you sincerely for your many acts of courtesy and kindness,
allow me, in conclusion, to express my best wishes for your present and
future happiness and prosperity.

I remain, yours fraternally,
DANIEL UPTON,
D. D. G. Master Ninth Masonic District.

TENTH DISTRICT.

CHicopPEE FaALLS, November 9, 1874.

Tp SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON, Most Worshipful Grand Master of
Masons in Massachusells : —

MosT WORSHIPFUL SIR AND BROTHER,—The harvest is past, the sum-
mer is ended, and again I am reminded that one of the duties of the
closing year is the rendering of an account of my stewardship as District
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Deputy Grand Master of the Tenth Masonic District. Again it affords
me great pleasure to assure you of the continued and incrgasing pros-
perity of Masonry in this District.

Although we, as a District, have been peculinrly blessed heretofore,
yet never more than during the present year, in which our Lodges have
continued to flourish, our union to strengthen, and our happiness to
abound. *

From the large number of initiates, it might seem, to the casual ob-
server, that perhaps we might be becoming a little lax in the guarding
of the outer door ; yet, when we look at the large number of rejections,
it will appear that the applicants have been pretty thoroughly inspected,
and that something has been required to entitle a person to admission
more than the mere act of applying.

From a personal acquaintance with most ofthe citizens of the District,
as well as with the applicants, I am proud to say that the petitions have
mostly come from the better class; and that for a good and worthy man
not to be a Mason, is getting to be rather the exception than the rule.

1t has been my pleasure to officially visit every Lodge in the District.
These visits have all been occasions of happy reunions with the
Brethren; and although, perhaps, I may be considered vain in the
datement, yet I cannot refrain from saying that my heart swells with
pride for the Tenth Masonic District.

During the year, Hampden, Roswell Lee and Mt. Holyoke Lodges
bave fitted and farnished new halls, and are now occupying commodious
1nd beautifal apartments.

With a single exception, no event has happened during the year
to mar the happiness of the Brethren. The disaster which befell
Bampshire Lodge did indeed fill them with horror, and their bosoms
vith grief—a disaster which, without a moment’s warning, swept away
their - beautiful ball, and all which they as a Lodgé possessed ; which
wrenched from the hands of fourteen of the Brethren the entire, hard-
eamed accumulations of years of toil, and the lives of the families of
two of the number.

Through the kindness of Rt. Worshipful Brother Knox, of Worces_
ter,and the Brethren of Jerusalem Lodge, in loaning the necessary
articles, the Lodge has continned to meet.

On the 5th of November it was my pleasure to meet twenty-eight
of the Brethren, on the occasion of their annual election of officers.

I found that, through the generosity of the ladies of the Congregational
Society, they were occupying apartments in the vestry of the church,
consisting of a large room, used as a hall, two small rooms, one used as
apreparation, and the other as an ante-room. They also have a kitchen
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and closets, which, taken altogether, furnish them very comfortable
apartments.

These have been occupied free of rent; and I was informed that they
could continue to be used until others could be procured.

As the Lodge was without funds, I have issued a circular to the
several Lodges in the District, and hope to obtain the necessary funds
to furnish the rooms in a suitable manner, and provide an entire
outfit. ’

On the twenty-fourth day of September, as is our usual custom, the
Lodges of the District met in convention, for the exemplification of the
work.

This year, our meeting was with Mt. Moriah Lodge, of Westfield,
where. under the direction of Worshipful Brother E. Dana Buncroft, the
work and lectures were exemplified and criticised. After the conclu-
sion of the first degree, the Masters of the several Lodges in the District
were appointed a committee, who retired and escorted to the hall
Grand Master Sereno Dwight Nickerson, Past Grand Master William
Parkman, Grand Secretary Rev. Charles H. Titus, and Grand Marshal
William H. Chessman, who were duly received and welcomed to the
Tenth District.

At the conclusion of the second degree, the Brethren were called from
labor to refreshment, and invited to partake of a collation spread by the
Brethren of Mt. Moriah Lodge.

On repairing to the Banquet Hall, great was our surprise, not only to
see the tables so beautifully spread and served by men, but that fair
woman was present to grace the occasion.

When we witnessed the zeal of the Brethren of Mt. Moriah Lodge on
this occasion, and saw how the ladies were interested in assisting to
make all a success, we ceased to wonder how Mt. Moriah, being a
country Lodge, could occupy such magnificent apartments, and show
such a financial record.

We then returned to the hall, and, after the conclusion of the work and
criticisms of the third degree, listened to remarks from the Grand Master,
Past Grand Master Parkman and R. W. Grand Secretary. Resolations
of thanks to the Grand Master and Grand Officers, for their presence on
the occasion ; to W. Brother Bancroft. accompanied with the wages ofa
Master Mason, for his valuable instructions and criticisms, and to the
Brethren of Mt. Moriah Lodge for their generous hospitality, having

~ been adopted, we parted, feeling that another link had been added to
the chain which so closely binds the Brethren of this District together.

Again, then, Most Worshipful, in closing the duties of my fourth
year as District Deputy Grand Master, I desire to tender my heartfelt
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gratitude and thanks to the Grand Master and other officers of the Grand
Lodge for the honors conferred, the kindnesses shown, and the assistance
rendered during the various terms of my office; and also to the
Brethren of this District for the ready compliance with all require-
ments, and for all their many courtesies which have rendered the dis-
charge of my duties a pleasure, and our many meetings happy re-
unions, the sweet remembrance of which
“ Can ne’er forgotten be."

Humbly hoping that the discharge of my duties this year may have
been snch as to merit the continued approbation of the Most Worship-
fal Grand Master and Grand Lodge, and such as will tend to promote
the guud of our Order,

I am, very respectfully and fraternally yours,
WILLIAM J. SAWIN,
D. D. G. Master Tenth Masonic District.

ELEVENTH DISTRICT.

WORCESTER, December 5, 1874.

To SerExo D. NICKERSON, M. W. Grand Master of Masons in
Massachusetls: —

Dear Sir AND BROTHER,— I have the honor to submit herewith my
second annual report as District Deputy Grand Master for the Eleventh
District.

I have, during the year now closing, visited officially each Lodge in
the District, and in addition have installed the officers of seven Lodges
under my charge.

Iam happy to report that a good degree of unity and brotherly love

exists among the Brethren.

In two or three instances, the work of the third degree, as recently
hid down by the Grand Lodge, was not up to the standard, and the
services of a Grand Lecturer are much needed. The disposition mani-
fest among the Brethren, however, to perfect themselves in the work
is commendable. .

I have found the general financial condition of the Lodges in this
Digtrict quite satisfactory. The labor in obtaining a full and complete
tester of the Members of the Fraternity is found to be somewhat diffi-

-
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cult, particularly among the older Lodges, whose Members are widely
scattered. This matter is being persistently followed up, and will, I
trust, at no distant day, reach completion.

No Dispensations have been granted in the Eleventh District the past
year.

Two aged Brethren have recently passed to their reward from Wor-
cester, viz: Bro. Clarendon Wheelock, aged 70, who received his first
degree in Morning Star Lodge, October 18, 1825, and Bro. Rev. Otis
Converse, aged 83, who received his degrees in Solomon’s Temple
Lodge, of Uxbridge, in 1823. Both of these Brethren to the very last
retained their devotion to the Order they loved so well.

Below please find a tal ilar statement of members and visitors pres-
ent at the Communications when my official visits were made:

Members Present,  Visitors. Total Av. for the Year.

Morning Star . . . . . 28 u 42 “
Mount Zion . . . . . . 20 4 24 15
Montacute . . . . . . 33 23 56 40
Webster . . . . . . . 23 3 27 20

xford . . . . . . . . 13 3 16 18
United Brethren « o 22 4 26 28
Doric . . . . . « .« 17 5 23 26
Athelstan . . . . . . . 33 17 50 35
S8aint Bernard . . . . . 14 9 23 14
Quinsigamond . . . . . 15 8 23 14
Spencer. . .« o . o+ . 28 16 39 23

The authority deputed to me, to formally heal a Brother, was duly
exercised, and return of my doings was made immediately.

My intercourse with the Brethren of this District, the year past, has
been most pleasant and satisfactory, and as the representative of the
M. W. Grand Master, I have been received by the Brethren with that
attention and consideration which is due to the head of so honorable
a Body as I have had the honor to represent.

To the Brethren who have accompanied and assisted me in the dis-
charge of my official duties, I desire to return thanks.

And, in closing, allow me, M. W. Grand Master, to acknowledge the
appreciation of the honor conferred upon me by appointment to the
position I have held the past two years, and to also express the earnest
wish that you may always be held in as high esteem by the community at
large as you have been by Brethren of our wide-spread Fraternity during
the years you have presided over the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts,

Truly and fraternally yours,

JOSEPH B. KNOX,
D. D. G. Master Eleventh Masonic Distryct.
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TWELFTH DISTRICT.

MiLForD, November 9, 1874.

7o SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON, ESQ., M. W. Grand Master of Masons
sn Massachusetls : —

DEsr SIR AND BROTHER, — As time flies, I am reminded that it be-
comes my duty to make my sixth report for the Twelfth Masonic
District.

I have personally visited every Lodge in the District, and witnessed
such work a8 Lodges had regularly before them, except in two
instances, when permission was granted, at an official visitation, to
raise a candidate a few days before the regular term had expired; and
1 find that the work of the District, as a whole, has not been suffered
to lose its good reputation. From circumstances of which you are
fully aware, a certain part of one ofthe degrees has somewhat troubled
Lodges remote from opportunities of instruction; but the zealous
endeavor which I have noticed on the part of officers, will, by the
means afforded at the next exemplification, make this as it should be.

The degrees have been conferred in four more instances than in the
previons year, although eight less initiations appear in the report; so
that the amount of actnal work is fully up to that of last year. The
statistical table will give all details.

I desire to thank the Secretaries of the several Lodges for having
their Returns ready at the time of my visitations.

The blanks forwarded by the Grand Secretary to Lodges, for the
purpose of obtaining information to complete the Masonic Register,
Secretaries are at work upon, and will forward them as soon as they
obtain what information is possible.

At part of my visitations I have been favored with a full suite of
Past Masters, some of them belonging to the ILodge visited,
ad others to neighboring Lodges; these, and the Brethren who
have severally accompanied me as Marshal, I shall ever hold in grate-
fol remembrance.

How kindly I have been received by the Brethren, none but those
who know can tell.

In conclusion, I can safely say, that the interests of the Institution
wre well cared for by the Brethren in the Twelfth District, and several
fine Masonic apartments testify to the zeal and liberality of such as
therein have made an attractive Masonic retreat; and if the principles
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taught in our Order are heartily received and exemplified in our trans-
actions in life, no town or community will feel but to rejoice that a
Masonic Altar is erected in its midst.

Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE E. STACY,
D. D. G. Master Twelfth Masonic District.

THIRTEENTH DISTRICT.

Norwoop, December 7, 1874.

To SERENO DwIGHT NICKERSON, ESQ., M. W. Grand Master of Masons
in Massachusctts :—

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER, —I have the honor to submit my first
official report as District Deputy Grand Master of the Thirteenth
Masonic District.

I have officially visited each Lodge in this District during the past
year, and I am happy to report that they are in a very satisfactory and
healthy condition.

I have witnessed an exemplification of the work of some one of the
three degrees in every Lodge in the District, which, with few ex-
ceptions, was rendered correctly and in a very impressive manner;
showing great interest and a strong desire of perfecting themselves in
Grand Lodge work as exemplified by the Grand Lecturers.

I have noticed a disposition in a few Lodges where the work was not
quite up to the desired standard, to complain of the constant changing
of the work. To these I have recommended the services of a Grand
Lecturer; which recommendation, 1 have no doubt, if adopted, will
enable them to rank higher another year, and perhaps convince them
that they, too, have slightly departed from the ritual handed down to
them by their predecessors.

The Records of the Lodges I found in good condition. The Secre-
taries, with few exceptions, have adopted the custom of recording the
names of all the membersand visitors present at each Communication.

The By-Laws of every Lodge in the District, with one exception,
have been approved by the Grand Lodge, My criticisms and sugges-
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tions have been kindly and gratefully received by the Brethren
throughout the District.

As your representative, I have been received on every occasion with
official respect and Brotherly kindness.

The result of my intercourse with the Brethren the past year more
than compensates for the time and anxiety appertaining to the official
duties of my office.

On every occasion, the Returns were ready and the dues to the
Grand Lodge promptly paid.

I have, during the past year, installed the officers of St. Alban’s and
Orient Lodges, and performed the ceremony of formally healing &
Brother, as instructed and authorized by you—a report of which you
have already received.

I have visited, by special invitation, Norfolk Lodge, under Dispensa-~
tion, at Needham. I found the Brethren in a prosperous condition,
doing very good work, and conducting everything according to the
ancient usages and customs of the Fraternity. The Lodge is well
officered, and bids fair to rank high in the future.

The following table contains the number of members gnd visitors
present at my official visits, and the average attendance of members
during the past year : —

Lodges. Members. Visitors. Av, Attendance.
Bristol . e« e e e e e 24 7 21
KingDavid . . . . . , 103 51 39
Rising Star . [ 30 46 27
Saint Alban’s . . . . . . 40 ! %
Orient e a4 e e e . 33 16 36
Bwemin . . . . . . . 37 36 21
8sint James . . . . e 18 (] 20
Alfred Baylies e e 26 6 21
Hyde Park . . . . . . 44 56 36
Iopic . . . . 46 26 20
Paul Dean . 50 50 28
Ezekiel Bates . e e e e 53 84 33
Constellation . . . . . . 52 32 48
Charles H. Titus . . . 45 10 19

1feel under great obligations to the Brethren who have accompanied
me a8 members of my suite, and also to the Brethren throughout the
District, for the interest manifested by them in the work of the degrees,
and for the friendly and brotherly manner in which they have received
and entertained me and my suite. Hoping that this, my first official
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report, may be acceptable to you, allow me to return to you, for this
honorable position and the confidence which you have reposed in me,
my sincere thanks.

I am, fraternally and respectfully yours,
GEORGE L. RHOADS,
D. D. G. Master Thirteenth Masonic District.

FOURTEENTH DISTRICT.

NEw BED¥ORD, October 15, 1874.

To SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON, EsQ., M. W. Grand Master of Masons
tn Massachusetls : —

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—The lapse of time, and with it the close
of another year, betokens the duty and pleasure of communicating to you
my official labors as your representative in the Fourteenth Masonic
District.

I have been especially favored with the privilege of visiting person-
ally every Lodge in the District during the year, and upon each occasion
due respect has been extended to me and every facility given me in
pursuance of my official duties.

I bave exercised great care and devoted much attention to a careful
examination of the Records, realizing the great importance attached
thereto ; and although the labors and responsibilities of the Secretaries
have materially increased, from personal observation I am enabled to
say, with much commendation, that they have faithfully performed their
duties, and I would congratulate the several Lodges upon having se-
cured the services of Brethren so eminently qualified for the posi-
" tion.

Upon my visitation to Union Lodge, Nantucket, I was informed by
the Worshipful Master that the Lodge had in its possession the entire
record, from the date of its Charter, May 27th, 1771, to the present time,
in triplicate; and by my request the Secretary has affixed to the Returns
of the Lodge a complete list of the names of the Brethren who have
served as Worshipful Masters, and the dates of their term of service,
during its entire existence, a period of more than a century. This pre-
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cantion against a destruction of the record I deemed so highly impor-
tant, that, while making subsequent visitations, I suggested this example
of prudence, presented by the oldest Lodge in the District, and trust
that the same will be unanimously adopted.

The work asrendered by the Lodges, has, I am pleased to say, reached
s mach higher standard for correctness and impressiveness than in
former years,and a lively interest prevails among the Brethren with
reference to the same. In the instances where there has been but a
small amount of work before the Lodge, I find by the record that fre-
quent exemplifications and strenuous efforts are made to acquire a
satisfactory degree of proficiency, and which have been commeadably
exhibited in the work as shown in my presence. All corrections to
which I have called attention have been kindly received, and all seem
desirous of observing a strict adherence to the ritual as sanctioned by
the Grand Lodge.

Ihave had application for, and granted, eight Dispensations, to confer
degrees within the prescribed time upon Brethren who had regularly
received the first degree; but, owing to their limited tarry at home, and
their absence extending through a series of years, I deemed it strictly
within the spirit of the Grand Constitutions to grant them.

The Charters 1 found in a state of good preservation, carefully en-
cased and duly cared for by the Worshipful Masters, to whose immedi-
ate charge they are intrusted.

The By-Laws of the Lodges having been so recently before the Grand
Lodge for approval, I refrain from special reference to the same at this
time.

The Returns have all been duly received, and, together with the
amount of dues in full, delivered to the Grand Treasurer. Much care
and application have been bestowed upon them by the Masters and
Secretaries, in order that they might be full and complete ; and I would
bereby acknowledge my appreciation of their special service.

And now, Most Worshipful Brother, as our present official relations
are about to close, I desire to offer you my sincere thanks for the honor
conferred and confidence reposed in me; and if my labors have merited
your approval, together with the pleasure of the Brethren, my aim has
been accom p lished.

I would also acknowledge at this time my indebtedness to those
Brethren who have so kindly accompanied me upon my annual visita-
tions, and materially aided me in the discharge of my duty.

To the officers and members of the Lodges in the District, I extend
oy gratitude, in appreciation of their fraternal greetings and kindly
titentions so generously extended.
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Peace and concord prevail throughout the District, and the year
closes amid the joys and pleasures attending a prosperous and harmo-
nious season.

Fraternally yours,
ABRAHAM H. HOWLAND, Jr.,

D. D. Q. Master Fourteenth Masonic Dislrict.

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.

PROVINCETOWN, December 7, 1874.

To SERENO DWwiGHT NICKERSON, EsQ., M. W. Grand Master of Masons
in Massachuselts: —

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—I herewith submit my first annual report
as District Deputy Grand Master for the Fifteenth Masonic District.

I have officially visited all the Lodges within my jurisdiction, and,
as far as practicable, have been accompanied by a full suite of officers.

The Lodges generally are in a very healthy condition. The work
is of a very high order, and I can bear testimony to its general con-
formity to that taught by the Grand Lecturers. The officers evince a
desire to perfect themselves in the ritual, and, in connection with the
Brethren, to carry out those exalted principles which are inculcated in
the lectures and charges of our beloved Institution.

The Charters of the several Lodges have been well preserved; the
Records, in most instances, have been kept in a most admirable man-
ner; and the Returns have been made with a degree of correctness
which is highly commendable.

No Lodge has asked permission to appear in public during the year;
and I am not aware that any have done so, except to follow the
remains of a departed Brother to the grave.

In all my visits to the Lodges, I have been received with the utmost
cordiality, courtesy and true Masonic hospitality, which has wvery
much lightened the duties of my office, and gone far to make them a
pleasure rather than a labor.
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I desire here to express my obligations to those Brethren who have
assisted me in my official visits, especially to Brother Joseph S.
Atwood, who has accompanied me on all of them.

Thanking you, Most Worshipful Grand Master, for the bonor of this
sppointment,

Iam, most truly and fraternally yours,
JOHN W. ATWOOD,
D. D. G. Master Fifteentl Masonic District.

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT.

BRAINTREE, Dec. 1, 1874.

T Skerexvo DwiGHT NICKERSON, M. W. Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusctls : —

Dear S AND BROTHER,—During the past Masonic year, I
bave visited, as your representative, every Lodge in my District. The
Lodges are apparently in good condition, and general harmony prevails
smong the Brethren.

The following table shows the number of members and visiting
Brethren presént at my annual visitation, together with the number of
mestings held by each Lodge during the year, and the average attend-
sace of the members:

No. Members Present. No. Visitors. No. of Meetings. Av. Attendance.

OMColony . . . . . . 46 160 15
Felowship . . . . . . a5 68 50 29
e e e e e 4 85 13 30
Corner Stone . . . . . 30 25 17 -]
Norbolk Cnion . . . . . 31 7 16 18
Orphaz’s Hope . . . . 70 86 19 47
Plymomh ., . . . .. 50 4 46 %
Paal Revere . . 65 143 43 32
Jokn Cutler ... 38 13 17 27
Koaohassett “ e e . 80 6 16 25
Dis ., . ... .. 49 130 A ] 3¢
Puiten . ., .. .. 39 76 1} 23
Phalx .. 84 33 8 26
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The W. Masters and officers of all the Lodges have shown a deter-
mination to perfect themselves in the work, and have so far succeeded
as to present in their exemplifications most gratifying results.

In closing my official connection with the District, I desire to ex:
press my thanks to the officers and members of the several Lodges ir
the District for their uniform kindness and courtesy.

The Craft, as well as myself, are under deep obligationsto R. W
Brothers Burr and Loring, and W. Bro. Stephenson, of Old Colon;
Lodge, Hingham ; W. Bro. Bouvé, of Konohassett Lodge, Cohasset
Bro. C. G. Thompson, of Delta Lodge, Weymouth, for the time anc
attention given by them as members of my suite.

To their skill, their knowledge of the work, and their promptnes:
in the discharge of their respective duties, and to their uniform urban
ity, I am deeply indebted.

I beg leave to return to you my sincere thanks for the honor yot
have bestowed in conferring upon me the position I have occupied.

I have the honor to be, fraternally yours,
EDWARD AVERY,
D. D. Q. Master Sixteenth Masonic District

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT.

BosToN, November 28, 1874.

To SERENO DwicHT NICKERSON, ESQ., M. W. Grand Musler of Mdson
tn Massachusetts: —

DEAR SIR AND BrOTHER,—I am happy to report that all of th
Lodges forming the Seventeenth Masonic District are in excellen
condition. They have severally been instructed in the work and lec
tures by W. E. Dana Bancroft, Grand Lecturer.

The Lodges are united in their efforts, holding monthly meetings a
the Temple in Boston, thereby steadily perfecting themselves in th
ritual, and forming a chain of friendship which must be healthful an
beneficial to each other and the Fraternity.
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I have visited officially and unofficially the several Lodges committed
to my charge, and the record shown in each is most gratifying.

I bave granted but one Dispensation. I have installed the officers
in all but two of the Lodges in the District.

As your representative, I have at all times been received with marked
expressions of friendship and hospitality; every facility has been
afforded me by the Brethren in the discharge of my duties; and I sin-
cerely thank them, and all who so kindly assisted me as my suite,
especially W. P. M. John Viall and Bro. Amos B. Morss, who attended
me in all my visitations. ‘

I shall ever cherish with grateful and lasting remembrance the
Brethren of the Seventeenth Masonic District; may they continue to
emulate your zeal and fidelity in all their engagements with, and obli-
gations to, the Fraternity.

Again, Most Worshipful, I thank you for the honor conferred, and the
many kindnesses shown me during the years I have served as your

Depaty.

I am, with great respect,
Fraternally yours,
SMITH B. HARRINGTON,
D. D. Q. Master Seventeenth Masonic District.

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT.

WARREN, December 2, 1874.

To SErExO DWIGHT NICKERSON, EsQ., M. W. Grand Mas'ter of Masons
in Massachuselts : —

DEar StR AND BrROTHER,—In accordance with the requirements of
the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, I herewith submit my second
annual report as D. D. G. Master for the Eighteenth District.

There are nine Chartered Lodges and one under Dispensation, all of
which I have visited once (and some oftener) and witnessed their
wark.
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I have found marked differences in the methods of performing tl
work in the several Lodges in the District. It is often the case th:
the new Lodges work better than the old ones, because they have n
been obliged to unlearn old and imperfect work, which often require
more time and effort than it does to learn the correct work.

I have frequently found that the older members of some of th
Lodges are very strongly attached to the forms and expressions whic
were used many years ago. and are reluctant to conform to the revise
work of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge.

In my visits I have uniformly endeavored to impress upon the Lodge
the importance of uniformity in the work and lectures, and have in
structed them that the only method of attaining this is by conformin
strictly to the work of the Grand Lodge. I have also instructed th
Secretaries to keep u full record of the proceedings of their Lodges
including the petitions of candidates.

I have found that some of the Masters of the Lodges (in this as wel
as other Districts) have decided erroneously in some cases, and allowe
their Lodges so to do, by not being conversant with the Grand Lodg
Constitutions.

I have granted but one Dispensation, and that was to confer the
second and third degree on a candidate now residing in Pennsylvania

April 7th, T called a convention of the officers of the several Lodge:
in the District to meet with Quaboag Lodge. All the Lodges in the
District were represented. The work was exemplified under th
direction of W. Bro. E. Dana Bancroft. The visiting Brethren mani
fested their gratification by a vote of thanks to Quaboag Lodge, and
expressed a desire to have the exemplification repeated another year.

The following table will show the number of initiates and the aver
age attendance: .

Lodges. Initiates 1873. Initiates 1874. Average attendance
Newton. . . . . .« . 13 13 31
Quinebaug . . . . . . 14 3 23
Eden . . . . . . . . 10 4 26
Hayden . . . . . . . 3 3 27
DaySpring. . . . . . 2 7 15
Vernon . . . « . . . 3 11 20
Thomas . . . . . . . 16 12 U
Bethel . . . . . . . 4 3 not kept,
Quaboag . . 5 3 28

70 58
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To the Bretnren of the Eighteenth Masonic District I return my sin-
cere thanks for their attention and brotherly kindness extended to
me in my visits to their Lodges; and to you, Most Worshipful Grand
Master, for the appointment.

Yours fraternally,
JOHN WETHERBEE,
D. D. G. Master Eightcenth Masonic District.

CHILI DISTRICT.

Note by the Grand Secretary.

‘The Returns from the two Lodges in this District, and the dues to
the Grand Lodge, were promptly forwarded, but no additional report
bas been received.

CHINA DISTRICT.

SHANGHALIL October 26, 1874.

T> SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON, M. W. Grand Muster of Masons in
Massachusetls: —

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—My tenure of oflice has been so very brief
that I have little information to give concerning Ancicnt Landmark
Lodge, the only Lodge in this jurisdiction, beyond what is afforded by
the Returns forwarded to the R. W. Grand Sccretary herewith. From
the Returns you will learn that many affiliations, deaths and dimits
lef the number of members almost unchanged ; and though the amount
of work done is small, as compared with some previous years, I think
this is attributable to the fact that the material has greatly diminished.

On the evening of the 17th inst., assisted by the retiring Master, W.
Bro, Hill, and several Past Masters under other jurisdictions, I ine

TYRSTIIT
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stalled the officers of Ancient Landmark Lodge, at 2 meeting called fo
this especial purpose. The principal officers are young and zealous, and
in a truly Masonic spirit, W. Brothers Hill and Hjousbery have con
sented to act as Deacons. Those appointments were such, I believe
not becnuse younger Masons could not be found to fill the places, bu
because the Lodge wished to have the benefit of the experience of th
‘W. Brothers above mentioned.

If able and zealous officers can secure the prosperity of their Lodge
the present year should be a very prosperous one for the Ancient Land
mark. .

I remain, M. W. Sir,

Yours truly and fraternally,
ITHAMAR B. EAMES,
D. D. G. Master China District.



RETURNS OF LODGES.
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Ancient Landmark

A true abstract from the returns of the above Lodge.
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Attest

ITHAMAR B. EAMES, District Deputy Grand Muaster.
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TABLES OF MASONIC DISTRICTS,

FOR 1875,

GIVING THE NAME OF EACH LODGE, DATE OF CHARTER, LOCATION,
AND THE MONTH OF ANNUAL ELECTION FOR 1875.

Districr No. I. — Bosrton.

R.W. WILLIAM T. R. MARVIN, BOSTON, D.D.G.M.

Xame of Lodge. Charter. Location. . Election,
Satnt JoHN's . . . . 1733 . . Boston . . . . November
SAINT ANDREW'S . . . 1756 . . Boston . . . . November

MaSSACHUSETTS . . . 1770 . . Boston . . . . December
COLUMBIAN . . . . . 1796 . . Boston . . . . December
Mount LEBANON . . . 1801 . . Boston . . . . December
GEBMANIA . . . . . 185 . . Boston . . . . November
Wixsiow LEwis . . . 1856 . . Boston . . . . November
REVERE . . . . . . 187 . . Boston . . . . December

JosePH WARREN . . . 1857 . . Boston . . . . December

ABERDOUR . . . . . 1861 . . Boston . . . . November {
Eievsis . . . . . . 1865 . . Boston . . . . December oo
Zetanp . . . . . . 1868 . . Boston . . . . December s

District No. II. — CHARLESTOWN. H

R.W. FRANCIS CHILDS, CHARLESTOWN, D.D.G.M.

Name of Lodge. Charter. Location. Election.

Kive SoLomMon's . . . 1783 . . Charlestown . . October

AMICABLE. . . . . . 1805 . . Cambridgeport . December

STAR OF BETHLEHEM . 1845 . . Chelsea . . . . November

Joux Apgor . . . . 1858 . . Somerville . . . September

Hexgy Price . . . . 1859 . . Charlestown . . October

MovnT OLrver . . . 1864 . . Cambridge . . . Deccember

Wiiam SurToN. . . 1867 . . Saugus . . . . December 3
Roperr Lasa . . . . 1867 . . Chelsea . . . . November .
Farra . . . . . . . 1869 . . Charlestown . . December o

Parestke . . . . . 1869 . . Everett . . . . December
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District No. 1II, — Bostoxn HicHLANDS.

R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH, BOSTON, D.D.G.M.

Name of Lodge. Charter. Location. Election.
WASHINGTON . . . . 1796 . . Boston Highlands. November
UNION. . . . . . . 179 . . Dorchester . . . December
. MouNT TABOR. . . . 1816 . . EastBoston. . . November
B Sarnt Paur's . . . . 1847 . . South Boston . . December
BaalBEC . . . . . . 1853 . . East Boston. . . March
GATE oF THE TEMPLE . 1856 . . South Boston . . November
IIAMMATT. . . . . . 1860 . . EastBoston. . . December
LAFAYETTE . . . . . 1866 . . Boston Ilighlands. June
ADELPHI . . . . . . 1866 . . South Bostun . . November
Evror . . . . . . . 1867 . . West Roxbury. . May
RaBgonNr . . . . . . 1870 . . SouthBoston . . December
TempLe . . . . . . 1871 . . EastBoston. . . December

District No. IV, — CaMBRIDGE.

R.W. GEORGE F. HOMER, BROOKLINE, D.D.G.M.

. Name of Lodge. Charter. Location. Election.

- CORINTHIAN. . . . . 1797 . . Concord . . . . October
MERIDIAN . . . . . 1797 . . Natick . . . . October
BETHFSDA . . . . . 1819 . . Brighton. . . . December
MONITOR . . . . . . 1820 . . Waltham . . . November
PEQUOSSETTE . . . . 1857 . . Watertown . . . June
DALHOUSIE . . . . . 1861 . . Newtonville . . June
BEIMONT . . . . . . 1885 . . Belmont. . . . March
IsaAc PARKER. . . . 1868 . . Waltham . . . December
MizpAR . . . . . . 1868 . . Cambridgeport . Deccember
BETH-HORON . . . . 1871 . . Brookline . . . December

CHARLES A. WELCH . 1873 . . Maynard. . . . March
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Districr No. V.— SaLExn.

R.W. GEORGE F. BREED, LYNN, D.D.G.M.

Name of Lodge. Charter. Location.
ParLaNraHroPIc . . . 1760 . . Marblehead .
Tyvriax . . . . . . 1770 . . Gloucester .
Essex . . . . . . . 1791 . . Salem.

MoUNT CarRMEL . . . 1805 . . Lynm . . . . .
JorDAN . . . . . . 1808 . . Peabody . . . .
LiBERTY . . . . . . 1824 . . Beverly . . . .
ASHLER . . . . . . 182 . . Rockport . . .

AMrrY . . . . . . . 1864 . . Danvers . . . .
StAkRRKINg . . . . . 1865 . . Salem .

Joun T. Hearp . . . 1865 . . Ipswich

GoLpEN FLEECE . . . 1865 . . Lynn . . . . .
Acacta . . . . . . 1866 . . Gloucester . . .
Mosarc . . . . . . 1871 . . Danvers .

District No. VI.—NEWBURYPORT.

R.W. WARREN CURRIER, NEWBURYPORT, D.D.(

Nasme of Lodge. Charter. Location.

Saznr JoHN’s . . . . 1766 . . Newburyport . .
Meerisack . . . . . 1802 . . Haverhill .

Sat MAgks. . . . 1803 . . Newburyport .
WARREN . . . . . . 1822 . . Ameshury j
SasT MATTHEW'S . . 1822 . . Andover. .
GRECIAN . . . . . . 1825 . . lLawrence . . . |
Jouw HaANcock . . . 1861 . . Methuen . .
Ttscan . . . . . . 1863 . . Lawrence . . . |
SAGGAHEW . . . . . 1865 . . Haverhill ..
Canaries C. DaMe . . 1867 . . Georgetown . . .
BeruaNy . . . . . . 1869 . . West Amesbury
PH@®ENICIAN . . . 1871 . . Lawrence .-

CocHICHEWICK (U.D.) —— . . North Andover
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District No. VII. — LowELL.

R.W. SOLON W. STEVENS, LOWELL, I

Name of Lodgo. Charter. Location.
SaINT PAuL. . . . . 1797 . . Ayer
AURORA . . . . . . 1801 . . Fitchburg
PENTUCKET . . . . . 1807 . . Lowell
ANCIENT YORK . . . 1853 . . Lowell
TrINITY . . . . . . 1859 . . Clinton
CALEBBUTLER . . . . 1860 . . Ayer
CHARLES W. Moore . 1866 . . Fitchburg
KILWINNING . . . . 1867 . . Lowell
WiLLiAM NORTH . . . 1868 . . Lowell

Districr No. VIII.—GBEEN;IELI

, R.W. BOWDOIN S. PARKER, GREENFIEL

Name of Lodge. Charter. Location.
REPUBLICAN . . . . 1795 . . Greenfield
HARMONY. . . . . . 1796 . . Northfield
Pacrric . . . . . . 1801 . . Ambherst. .
MOUNTAIN . . . . . 1808 . . Shelburne Fal
ORANGE . . . . . . 1860 . . Orange
HopE . . . . . . . 1865 . . Gardner .
Star . . . . . . . 1865 . . Athol .
ARTISAN . . . . . . 1866 . . Winchendon
MorNING SUN . . . . 1870 . . Conway .
BaySTATE . . . . . 1873 . . Montague

ATHOL . . . . . . . 1873 . . Athol .
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Districr No. IX. — PrrrsrFIELD.

RW. JOHN R. DAVISON, HINSDALE, D.D.G.M.

Name of Lodge. Charter. Location. Election.
EvENrNGg STAR. . . . 1795 . . Lee. . . . . . September
CeINNATUS . . . . 1796 . . Great Barrington. December
Wwspox . . . . . . 1803 . . West Stockbridge December
Mesme . . . . . . 1810 . . Pittsfield. . . . November
LaraYeTTE . . . . . 1849 . . North Adams . . Deccember
BerkSHIRE . . . . . 1858 . . South Adams . . November
GBE. . . . . . . 1870 . . Hinsdale. . . . November
CeroxN. . . . . . . 1870 . . Cheshire. . . . November
OccrpENTAL. . . . . 1871 . . Stockbridge. . . December
Wiiams . . . . . 1872 . . Williamstown . . December
GREYLock . . . . . 1872 . . North Adams . . November
CeescENT. . . . . . 1874 . . Pittsfield. . . . September

Districr No. X.— SPRINGFIELD.

R.W. JOHN E. SHIPMAN, SPRINGFIELD, D.D.G.M.

Kame of Lodge. Charter. Location. Election.

JeRUSALEM . . . . . 1797 . . Northampton . . November
lawppEN . . . . . 1817 . . Springfield . . . Novemher
HICOPEE. . . . . . 1849 . . Chicopee. . . . November
forntTom . . . . 1850 . . Holyoke . . . . November
forNt MORIAH . . . 1856 -. . Westfield . . . September
osWELL LEE . . . . 1865 . . Springfield . . . November
[txrivgToN . . . . 1867 . . Huntington . . . December
0SIC . . . . . . . 1868 . . Easthampton . . November
fovt HOLYOKE . . . 1870 . . South Hadley Falls November
ELCHER . . . . . . 1871 . . Chicopee. . . . October

AMPSHIRE . . . . . 1878 . . Haydenville . . November
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District No. XI. — WORCESTE!

R.W. WILLIAM A. SMITH. WORCESTE

Name of Lndge.
MORNING STAR .
MoUNT ZioN
MONTACUTE .
‘WEBSTER .
WILDER .
OXFORD . . . .
UNITED BRETHREN
Doric .
ATHELSTAN .
SAINT BERNARD
QUINSIGAMOND .
SPENCER .

Charter,

1793
1800

. . 1859
. . 1859
1860
1860
1860
1864
1866
1868

. 1871

. . 1872

Location.
‘Worccester
Barre . .
Worcester
Webster .
Leominster
Oxford

Marlboro’

Hudson .
Worcester
Southhoro’
Worcester
Spencer

District No. XII.— Mivrorp

R.W. IRVING B. SAYLES, MILLBURY

Name of Lodge.
MIDDLESEX . . .
MONTGOMERY
OLIVE BRANCH .
Soromox’s TEMPLE
FRANKLIN

BLACKSTONE RIVER .

JouN WARREN .
NoRrTH STAR .
Mount HoLris .
EXCELSIOR
SiLoam. . ..
CHARLES RIVER .

Charter.

1795
1797
1797

1818 .

1852
1856
1861
1865
1865
1867
1867
1871

Location.
Framinghan
Miiford
Millbury .
Uxbridge

Grafton

Blackstone
Hopkinton
Ashland .
Holliston .
Franklin .
Westboro’
West Medw:

[Dec. 2
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District No. XIII. —TauNToN. & X
R.W. GEORGE L. RHOADS, NORWOOD, D.D.G.M. : { *1 i
Name of Lodge. Charter. Location. Election. :1. i
Baisto . . . . . . 1797 . . Attleboro’ . . . Deccmber g
Krvg¢ Davip . . . . 1798 . . Taunton . . . . November i ﬂk
Risoég STar . . . . 1799 . . Stoughton . . . November " i -
SAINT ALBAN'S . . . . 1818 . . Foxboro’. . . . July 3
ORENT . . . . . . 182 . . Norwood . . . January ! }L i
BlEHmL . . . . . 1864 . . Canton . . . November iy
SarNTJJAMES . . . . 1865 . .. Mansfield . . . March ; ;‘! '
ALPRED BaYLIES . . . 1866 . . Taunton . . . . October it
HoEParg . . . . . 1866 . . HydePark . . . December _ “‘1 "
Toxec . . . . . . . 1867 . . Taunton . . . . November N i
PacL Dean. . . . . 1868 . . North Easton . . November B 1 .
Ezexkigr BaTEs . . . 1871 . . Attleboro’ . . . December i
CONSTELLATION . . . 1872 . . Dedham . . . . March P
Casrtes H. Titus . . 1873 . . Taunton . . . . October :

NorrOLK (U.D.) . . . — . . Needbam . . . —

District No. XIV. — New BeDFoRD.

RW. ABRAHAM H. HOWLAND, Jr., NEW BEDFORD, D.D.G.M. . ;
Name of Lodge. Charter. Tocatlon. Election.

Uston . . . . . . . 1771 . . Nantucket . . . December 1

MARINE . . . . . 1798 . . Falmouth . . . December

StAR INTHE EAST . . 1823 . . New Bedford . . Decemher -
MoustHopE . . . . 1824 . . FallRiver . . . November

Ecreka . . . . . . 188 . . New Bedford . . December
MawrTHA’S VINEYARD . 1860 . . Tisbury . . . . December
PyrHacoREAN . . . . 1863 . . Marion . . . . December
Pioxeer . . . . . . 1864 . . Somerset. . . . November
May FLower . . . . 1865 . . Middleboro’ . . December
Kxg PEruip . . . . 1866 . . FallRiver . . . November
ORENTAL . . . . . 1867 . . Edgartown . . . December
CoNcoBDIA . . . . . 1873 . . Fairhaven . . . December



240 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [Dec. 2

Districr No. XV.— BaARNSTABLE.

R.W. JOHN W. ATWOOD, PROVINCETOV

Name of Lodge. Charter. Loocation.

King HIRAM . . . . 1796 . . Provincetow
FRATERNAL . . . . . 1801 . . Hyannis .
SoctaL HARMONY . . . 1823 . . Wareham
MouNT HOREB . . . . 1855 . . Waest Harwi
DE Wirr CLiNtoN . . 1856 . . Sandwich
PrrgrmM . . . . . . 1860 . . South Harwi
JAMES OTIS . . . . . 1866 . . Barnstable
ApAMsS. . . . . . . 1866 . . Wellfleet.
Howarp . . . . . . 1870 . . South Yarm«
MARINERS . . . . . 1871 . . Cotuit.

SAINT MARTIN'S . . . 1873 . . Chatham.

Districr No. XVI.—PrLyuou

R.W. HOSEA KINGMAN, BRIDGEWATE

Name of Lodge. Charter. Tocation.
OLp CotoNy . . . . 1792 . . Hingham
FeELLowsdip . . . . 1797 . . Bridgewater
RurarL. . . . . . . 1801 . . Quincy
CORNERSTONE . . . . 1801 . . Duxbury.
NorrFoLk UNtoN . . . 1819 . . Randolph
OrrPHAN'S HoPE . . . 1825 . . East Weym«
PLymours . . . . . 1825 . . Plymouth
PauL REVERE . . . . 1857 . . NorthBridg
JouN CUTLER . . . . 1860 . . Abington
KONOHASSETT . . . . 1865 . . Cohasset .
DeELTA . . . . . . . 1869 . . Weymouth
PuriTaN . . . . . . 1870 . . South Abiny

Pa®eNix . . . . . . 1874 . . Hanover.
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‘ Districr No. XVII. — WosuRN,
R. W. THEODORE N. FOQUE, MALDEN, D.D.G.M.

Name of Lodge. Charter. Location. Election.
Hmax. . . . . . . 1797 . . Arlington . . . November
Prrsax . . . . . . 1855 . . East Cambridge . December
Moost HeRMoN . . . 1855 . . Medford . . . . December
Motstr Hores. . . . 185 . . Woburn . . . . December
Wromine . . . . . 1857 . . Melrose . . . . September
Movwr VErRNON . . . 1858 . . Malden . . . . November
WiiLiaM PARKMAN . . 1865 . . Winchester . . . December
CRARrTY . . . . . . 1870 . . North Cambridge. December
Goobp SAMARITAN . . 1871 . . Reading . . . . September
Snion W. RoBiNsoN . 1871 . . Lexington . . . November

Districr No. XVIII, —PaLMER.
R. W. JOHN WETHERBEE, WARREN, D.D.G.M.

Name of Lodge. Charter. Location, Election.
ThoMas . . . . . . 179 . . Palmer . . . . November
Bermer . . . . . . 1825 . . Enfield . . . . November
QuaBoAG. . . . . . 16859 . . Warren . . . . November
QUINEBAUG . . . . . 1860 . . Southbridge . . September
DaY SPRING . . . . . 1863 . . Monson . . . . December
HaypEN . . . . . . 1864 . . Brookfield . . . November
EDEN . . . . . . . 1864 . . Ware. . . . . November
VERNON . . . . . . 1870 . . Belchertown . . December
NewToR . . . . . . 1871 . . Wilbraham . . . November

\NCHOR . . . . . . 1874 . . Wales. . . . December
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Criu1 Districr.

R. W. . PLUNKET BOURCHIER, VALPAR.

Name of Lodge. Charter. Location.
BerHespa . . . . . 1854 . . Valparaiso .
ACONCAGUA . . . . . 1871 . . Valparaiso .

CuiNa Districr.

R. W. ITHAMAR B. EAMES, SHANGHA'

Name of T.odge. Charter. Loeation.
ANCIENT LANDMARK . 1854 . . Shanghai

[Dec. 29, 1874



ALPHABETICAL LIST

oF

LODGES, THEIR LOCATIONS AND SECRETAI

Joige.
ABERDOUR . . . .

Acacia .
AcoNcagua . . .
ApaMs . . . . .
ADELPHI . . .
ALFRED BAYI.IES .
AMICABLE . . . .
Axcnon C e e
ANCIENT LANDMARK
ANCIENT YORK
ARTISAN . . .
ASHLER . Coe .
ATHELSTAN . . . .
ATHOL

AURORA .

BAALBEC . .
BaY STATE. . . .
BELCHER

BeLmoxT.
BERKSHIRE . . .
BETHANY . . .
RetHEL . -
Beruespa . . . .
BeTHESDA. .

FOR THE YEAR 1875.

Location.
Boston
Gloucester .

Wellfleet . . . .
South Boston .
Taunton . . .
Ca.mbridgf-port
Danvers . . . .
Wales. . . .
Shanghai, Chlna .
Lowell
Winchendon
Rockport .
Worcester . . .
Athol . .
Fitchburg

East Boston .
Montague . .
Chicopee Falls.
Belmont . .
South Adams .
West Amesbury .
Enfield
Brighton .

Secretary.
Melville E. We
Frederick L. St

Valparaiso, Chili, S.A. Robert Humme
. * George T. Wye

John H. Locke.
TLemuel T. Tall

. Charles Tufts.

T. C. Everett.
Frank A. Royc

. Thomas Scott.

Duane P. Stacy
ILewis Howe.

William G. Da
William S. Dac
Frederick F. T
Boardman Par]
Daniel W. Pah

. Charles P. Wri

Arthur B. Wes
Gustavus C. Hc

. James C. Chah

Nelson S. Hoyt
Robert D. Buss
John T. Needh

Valparaiso, Chili, S A William Bound
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BETH-HORON . . . Brookline . . . . Francis H. Bac-—
BLACKSTONE RIvErR . Blackstone . . . . JohnS.
BLvE HiLL . . . . Canton . . . . . Andrew
BristoL . . . . . Attleboro' . . . . George
CALEB BUTLER . . Ayer . . . John E
CHARITY . . . North Cambudr'e . Thomas
CHARLES A. WELCH Maynard . . . . . Willian

CHARLES C. DAME . Georgetown . . . Robert
CHARLES H, Titus . Taunton . . . . . Abiath:
CHARLES’'RIVER . . West Medway. . . Henry!(

CHARLES W. Mooxke Fitchburg . . . . Joseph
CHICOPEE . . . . Chicopee. . . Brainar
CINCINNATUS . . . Great Bumngbon . Marcus
COLUMBIAN. . . . Boston . . . . . Willian
CONCORDIA . . . Fairhaven . . . . Seth H.
CONSTELLATION . . Dedham . . . . . Edwin
CORINTHIAN . . . Concord . . . . . D.Goo
CORNERSTONE . , Duxbury. . . . . JohnS
CRESCENT . . . . Pittsfield. . . . . Theodc
DALHOUSIE. . . . Newtonville . . . Horatic
DaySprixg. . . . Monson . . . . . Henry:
DELTA . . . . Weymouth . . . . Charle:
DE Witr CLlr\TON . Sandwich . . . . JohnQ
Doric . . . . . Hudson . . . . . Edwar
EpeN . . . . . . Ware. . . . . . Edwarc
Ergusis . . . . . Boston . . . . . George
, ErLior. . . . . . Jamaica Plain. . . Charles
Essex. . . . . . Salem. . . . . Joseph
Eureka . . . . . New Bedford .+ . George
EVENING STAR o . Jee . . . . . . David]
EXCELSIOR . . . . Franklin. . . . . Williar
EzekieL Bates . . Attleboro’ . . . . Edwar
FarrH . . . . . Charlestown . . . James
FELLOwsHIP . . . Bridgewater . . . Warer
* FRANKLIN . . . . Grafton . . . . . Willian
FRATERNAL. . . . Hyannis . . . . . Oliver'
GATE oF THE TEMPLE South Boston . . . Alban¢
GERMANIA . . . . Boston . ., . . . Fred.(
GrLose . . * . . Hinsdale. . . . . George
GOLDEN FLEECE . . Lynn . . . . . . Williap

GOOD SAMARITAN . Reading . . . . . James.




.

RECIAN . . .
REYLOCK .

AMMATT . . . .
AMPDEN . . . .
AMPSHIRE . . .

ARMONY . Northfield . .
AYDEN . . . Brookfield . .
FNRY PRICE . . . Charlestown .
RAM . . . . . Arlington . . .
OPE . . Gardner . .
OWARD South Yarmouth
UNTINGTON Huntington .

TDE PARK Hyde Park .

NIC . Taunton .

SIC . . . . Easthampton

AAC PARKER Waltham

AMES OTIS . Barnstable . .
ERUSALEM . Northampton .
ORY ABBOT Somerville

onN CUTLER . . Abington .

oBN HaNcock " Methuen .

ons T. HEARD . Ipswich

oAy WARREN Hopkinton

JRDAN . . . . Peabody .

sePH WARREN . Boston

ILWINNING |- Lowell

NG Davin Taunton . .
NG HiIRAM Provincetown .
NG PHILIP Fall River

NG SOLOMON Charlestown
\ONOHASSETT . Cohasset . .
AFAYETTE . Boston nghlands
AFAYETTE . North Adams
IBERTY . Beverly .

{ARINE . Falmouth

{ARISERS . . Cotuit . .
(ARTHA'S VINEYARD Vineyard Haven .
(ASSACHUSETTS . Boston . .

(oY FLOWER . Middleboro’
{erRmDIAN . . . Natick . . .
{ERROMACK . . Haverhill

THE GRAND LODGE OF

Lawrence
North Adams .
East Boston

Springfield . . .

Haydenville .

MASSACHUSETTS.

" Ezra L. Holton.

Zenas P. Howes.

. Charles S. Hewins.,
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Charles H. Bean.

Daniel J. Barber.

Samuel L. Fowle.
Charles Taylor.

Robert Cartier. :

David Clapp.

Elijah S. Wait.
George W. Storer.
James H. Greenwood.

Thomas Davis.

G. Henry Perkins.
George E. Manning.
John J. Bassett.
Charles 1. Eaton.
Oliver M. Hinckley.
Lewis D. Parsons.
George L. Baxter.
Erastus M. Nash.
Walter E. Stevens.
Eberard H. Martin.
William B. Coburn.
Dan’l P. Grosvenor, Jr.
Ivory H. Pope.
Francis A. Nichols.
J. Alfred Messenger.
Reuben W. Swift.
Edward T. Marvell.
Warren E. Easton.
William J. Newcomb.
Jobn D. Willard.
Stephen H. Fairfield.,
George Meacom.

Andrew Lovell.
Danicl W. Stevens.
Charles O. Fox.
Benjamin F. Tripp.
Charles W. Gleason.
Francis J. Stevens. :
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MmprLesex. . . . Framingham . . . Wil

Mizeam . . . . . Cambridgeport . . Wil
MoNiTOR . . . . Waltham . . . . Tho
MORNING STAR . . Worcester . . . . Curl
MornINg SuN. . . Conway . . . . . Cha
MONTACUTE . . . Worcester . . . . Jere
MONTGOMERY . . . Milford . . . . . Fm
Mosaic . . . . . Danvers . . . . Orr:

MounTAIN . . . . Shelburne Fnlls . . Edvw
MouNT CarMEL . . Lynn . . . . . . Tim
MounT HERMON . . Medford . . . . . Par
Mount HorLis . . Holliston . . . Geo
Mount HOoLYOKE. .- South Hadley Falls . Edr

MouNTHore . . . FallRiver . . . . Anc
MounrHoreB . . Woburn . . . . . Spa
Mount Howes . . West Harwich. . . San

MouNT LEBANON. . Boston . . . . . Cha
MOUNT MORIAH . . Westfield . . . . Jan

MOUNTOLIVET . . Cambridge . . . . Chs
MOUNTTABOR . . EnstBoston. . . . J.I
MouNTToM . . . Holyoke . . . . . Fra
MoOUNT VERNON . . Malden . . . . . Alfi
MouNtrZiON . . . Barre . . . . . . J.}

MysTio . . . . . Pittsflield. . . . . Joh
NewtoN. . . . . Wilbraham . . . . Ans

NorroLK UNION . . Randolph . . . . Joh
NORTHSTAR . . . Ashland . . . . . B."
OCCIDENTAL . . . Stockbridge. . . . Eds
Orp CoLoNY . . . Hingham . . . . Wi
OLrvE BRancH . . Millbmry . . . . . Edv
ORANGE . . . . . Orange . . . . . Wa
ORIENT . . . . . Norwood. . . . . Nat
ORIENTAL . . . . Edgartown . . . . Tri
ORPHAN'S HHOPE . . East Weymouth .« The
OxForD . . . . . Oxford . . . . Gec
Pactrric . . . . . Amherst. . . . . Eli
PALEsTINE . . . . Everett . . . . . G~
PAurL.DEaAN. . . . NorthEaston . . . F

PaurL REVERE . . . North Bridgewater . Alf
PENTUCKET . . . . Towell . . . . . E~

PEQUOSSETTE . . . Watertown , , , . C
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PHILANTHROPIC .
PHENICIAN .
PHENIX .

PILGRIM .
PIONEER . .
PLYMOUTH .

PCRITAN . . . . .

PCTNAM .
PYTHAGOREAN . .
QUABOAG . . .
QUINEBAUG .
QUINSIGAMOND
RABBONT .
REPUBLICAN

REVERE . .

RssG STAR

RoBeRT LASH .
RosweELL LEE .
RrraL

QGGAHEW . .

SAINT ALBAN'S.

SAINT ANDREW'S .
Sat BERNARD .
SuNt JauEs

Sarxt Joun's .

Sast JoRN's .

SarxT MARK'S .

SANT MARTIN'S .
SANT MATTHEW'S .
Samxt PacL

SaT Pavr's .
Smwoam . . . . .
Smoxr W. RosiNsoN
Soctar. HARMONY
SoLoMoN’S TEMPLE .
SPENCER. . .

Sme . . ..
STAR IN THE EAST
StAR OF BETHLEHEM
Starr KInG

TepLE .

Marblehead .
Lawrence
Hanover .
Harwich .
Somerset .
Plymouth .
South Abington

East Cambridge

Marion
‘Warren
Southbridge
‘Worcester
South Boston
Greenficld
Boston
Stoughton
Chelsea .
Springfield .
Quincy
Haverhill
Foxboro’ .
Boston . .
Southboro’ .
Mansfield
Boston .
Newburyport .
Newburyport .
Chatham .
Andover .
Ayer . . .
South Boston
‘Westhoro’
Lexington
‘Wareham
Uxbridge
Spencer .
Athol . . . .
New Bedford .
Chelsea
Salem. . . .
East Boston .

. ~. Step’n P. Hathaway, Jr.

Arthur W. Dyer.

Thomas B. Waterman.

Darius F. Weeks.
Edmund A. Davis.
Charles H. Rogers.
Henry W. Powers.
Luther L. Parker.
Edward G. Spooner.
John Wetherbee.
Harlan P. Tiffany.
Charles E. Phelps.
George S. Carpenter.
Luther C. Pratt.
William W. Baker.
Leonard A. Thayer.
Rufus S. Owen.

G. Frank Adams.
Charles H. Porter.
Henry Halsall,
William W. Turner.
Willinm F. Davis.
Henry C. Williams.
Ferdinand W. Talbot.
James W. Allen.

Samuel Brookings, Jr.

Edward F. Bartlett.
Rufus K. Nickerson.
Joseph A. Smart.

E. Dana Bancroft.
Horace Smith.
George J. Jackson.
Henry M. Reed.

R Charles H. Dunham.

Henry S. Morse.
James H. Ames.

Nathaniel Richardson.

James C. Hitch.
Lyman M. Miller.
‘Wm. H. Simonds, Jr.
Horace B. Butler.
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TaHoMas . . . . . Palmer . . . . . Cyrus W. Cross.

\ TrRINITY . . . . . Clinton . . . . . HenryN. Otterson.
Tuscan . . . . . Lawrence . . . . George H. Allison.
TyriaAN . . . . . Gloucester . . . . Addison Center.
UNION. . . . . . Nantucket . . . . Charles P. Swain.
UNION. . . . . Dorchester . . . . RobertT. Swan.

UNITED BRETHREN . Marlboro' . . . . Benjamin F. Underhil
UptoN . . . . . Cheshire. . . . . JohnR. Cole.
VERNON . . . . . Belchertown . . . Edwin R. Bridgman.
WARREN. . . . . Amesbury . . . David L. Davoll.
WASHINGTON . . . Boston nghlands . George F. Davis.

WEBSTER . . . . Webster . . . . . Daniel W. Crosby.
WILDER . . . . Leominster. . . . George F. Morse.
WiLLIAM NORTH . Lowell. . . . . . G.Winfield Knowltor
WiLLiAM PARKMAN. Winchester . . . . Leone S. Quimby.
WiLLiAM SUTTON . Saugus . . . . . Benjamin F. Calley.
WiLLiams . . . . Williamstown . . . Elmer D. Severance.
WinsLow LEwis. . Boston . . . Alonzo P. Jones.
WispoM . . . . . West St,ockbrldge . William J. Ray.

" WYOMING . . . . Melrose . . . . . GeorgeC. Stantial.
ZETLAND. . . . . Boston . . . . . Hammond Vinton.




PERMANENT MEMBERS

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,

SINCE ITS INDEPENDENCE, MARCH 6, 1777.

PAST GRAND MASTERS.

*JosephWebb, 1777—81, 1784—86.
*John Warren, 1782, 83, 1787.
*Moses M. Hays, 1788—91.

*John Cutler, 1792, 93.

*Paul Revere, 1794—96. -

*Josiah Bartlett, 1797, 98, 1809.
*Samuel Dunn, 1799—1801.
*[saish Thomas, 1802—1804, 1808,
*Timothy Bigelow, 1805-7,1810-12.
*Benjamin Russell, 1813—15.
*Francis J. Oliver, 1816—18.
*Samuel P. P. Fay, 1819.

*Jobn Dixwell, 1820—22.

*John Abbott, 1823—25, 1833.
*John Soley, 1826—28.

*Joseph Jenkins, 1829—31.

PAST DEPUTY G

*Moses Desbon, 1777, 78.

*Samuel Barrett, 1779—81.

*Panl Revere, 1782—84, 1790, 91.
*John Lowell, 1785—87, 1792.
*Perez Morton, 1788, 89.

*Josiah Bartlett. 1793.

*Eljjah Crane, 1832.

*Joshua B. Flint, 1834—36.

*Rev. Paul Dean, 1837—3Y.

*Caleb Butler, 1840, 41.

* Augustus Peabody, 1842—44.
*Simon W. Robinson, 1845—47.

*Edward A Raymond, 1848—50.

*Rt. Rev. G. M. Randall, 1851-53.
Winslow Lewis, 1854, 55, 1859.
John T. Heard, 1856—58.
William D. Coolidge, 1860, 61.
William Parkman, 1863—64.
Charles C. Dame, 1865—867.
William Sewall Gardner,1868-70.
Sereno D. Nickerson, 1871—73.

*Charles W. Moore, 1873. §

RAND MASTERS.

*William Scollay, 1794, 95.
*Samuel Dunn, 1796—98.
*Joseph Laughton, 1799—1801.
*Simon Elliot, 1802—7.
*John Boyle, 1808, 9.
*Samuel Bradford, 1810.

T Elected Honorary Past Grand Master, Deo. 10, 1873,

———
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*Rev. Thad. M. Harris, 1811.
*Francis J. Oliver, 1812—15.
*John Dixwell, 1816, 17.
*Samuel P. P. Fay, 1818.
*Rev. Asa Eaton, 1819.
*John Abbott, 1820—22.
#*Caleb Butler, 1823—25.
‘*John Bartlett, 1826 —28.
*Elijah Morse, 1829.
*William Hilliard, 1830.
*David Wilder, 1831.
Abraham A. Dame, 1832, 33.
*Rev. Paul Dean, 1834—36.
George G. Smith, 1837—39.
*Simon W. Robinson, 1840—42.
*John B. IIammatt, 1843.
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Rev. E. M. P. Wells, 1844.
Winslow Lewis, 1845—47.

*Rt. Rev. G. M. Randall, 1848—50.
Rev. Lucius R. Paige, 1851—53.
Abraham T. Lowe, 1854, 55.
*Rev. William Flint, 1856—58.
Charles R. Train, 1858.

J. V. C. Smith, 1859.

G. Washington Warren, 1880.
Marshall P. Wilder, 1861.
Charles C. Dame, 1862—64.
Sereno D. Nickerson, 1865.

" *Newell A. Thompson, 1866.

*Charles W. Moore, 1867.
Charles Levi Woodbury, 1868—70.

i Percival L. Everett, 1871—73.

PAST SENIOR GRAND WARDENS.

*Samuel Barrett, 1777, 78.
*Paunl Revere, 1779—82.
*Perez Morton, 1783, 84.
*John Juteau, 1785, 1789.
*Josiah Bartlett,1786,1788,1791,92.
*Timothy Whiting, 1787.
*Thomas Edwards, 1790.
*Mungo Mackay, 1793.
*Isaiah Thomas, 1794—96.
*Joseph Laughton, 1797, 98.
*John Boyle, 1799, 1801.
*Isaac Hurd, 1802.

*Timothy Bigelow, 1803, 1804.
*John Soley, 1805—1806.
*Shubael Bell, 1807.

*Henry Fowle, 1808.

*Francis J. Oliver, 1809—11.
*Benjamin Russell, 1812.
*John Abhot, 1813.

*John B. [Iammatt, 1814, 15.
* Augustus Peabody, 1816.
*Caleb Butler, 1817, 18.

*Andrew Sigourney, 1819.
*Thomas Cole, 1820, 21.
*Elijah Crane, 1822.

*Samuel Thaxter, 1823—25.
*John Keys, 1826, 27.

*Seth Sprague, Jr., 1828.
Abraham A. Dame, 1829—31.
*William J. Whipple, 1832.
*Elias Haskell, 1833—35.
*Benjamin B. Appleton, 1836.
*Simon W. Robinson, 1837—39.
*Thomas Tolman, 1840—42.
*Robert Lash, 1843.

*Robert Keith, 1844.

*Edward A. Raymond, 1845—47.
*John J. Loring, 1848,
*Thomas M. Vinson, 1849, 50.
*William Ferson, 1851.
Daniel Harwood, 1852.
*Richard S. Spofford, 1853
William C. Plunkett, 1854.
John T. Heard, 1855.
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Bradford L. Wales, 1856.
Henry Goddard, 1857.
Lorenzo H. Gamwell, 1858.
Joel Spalding, 1859.
*William North, 1860.
Henry Chickering, 1861.
*+William C. Martin, 1862.
William W. Baker, 1862.
William S. Gardner, 1863.

i Wendell T. Davis, 1564.

William Sutton. 1865.
Samuel P. Oliver. 1866.
William F. Salmon, 1867.
Ithamar F. Conkey, 1868.
Samuel C. Lawrence, 1869.

i David W. Crafts, 1870.

Charles Kimball, 1871.
Henry Endicott, 1872.

William T. Grammer, 1873

PAST JUNIOR GRAND WARDENS.

*Paul Revere, 1777, 78.
*Thomas Crafts, 1779.
*James Jackson, 1780.
*Edward Proctor, 1781.
*James Carter, 1782.
*John Juteau, 1783, 84.
*Moses M. Hays, 1785.
*Thomas Edwards, 1786, 87.
*Elisha Porter, 1788.
*Aaron Dexter, 1789—91.
*Mungo Mackay, 1792.
*Samuel Parkman, 1793.
*Richard Salter, 1794.
*Joseph Laughton, 1795, 96.
*William Little, 1797.
*John Boyle, 1798.

*Rev. Thad. M. Harris, 1799.

*Isaac Hurd, 1800, 1801.
*Timothy Bigelow, 1802.
*John Soley, 1803, 1804.
*Shubael Bell, 1805, 1806.
*Henry Fowle, 1807.
*Francis J. Oliver, 1808.
*Qliver Prescott, 1809.
*Benjamin Russell, 1810, 11.
*John Abbot, 1812.
*John B. Hammatt, 1813.
*Joseph Baker, 1814, 15.

*Ralph H. French, 1816.
*James C. King, 1817.

*Joseph Jenkins, 1818,
*Thomas Cole, 1819.

*Elijah Crane, 1820, 21.
*Samuel Thaxter, 1822.

*John Keys, 1823, 25.

*John Mills, 1826.

*Henry Purkitt, 1827.

Abraham A. Dame, 1828.
*William J. Whipple, 1829—31.
*James A. Dickson, 1832.
*Benjamin B. Appleton, 1833—35.
*Simon W. Robinson, 1836.

*C. Gayton Pickman, 1837—39..
*Winslow Lewis, 1840—42.
*Thomas Power, 1243.

*John Hews, 1844.

*John R. Bradford, 1845—47.
*Thomas M. Vinson, 1848,
*tAsa T. Newhall, 1848—50.
*William Eaton, 1851.

*John Flint, 1851.

*Rev. Benjumin Huntoon, 1852.
Jonas A. Marshall, 1853.
Samuel K. Hutchinson, 1854.
Charles R. Train, 1855.

*John H. Shepard, 1856.

-
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*Isaac Hull Wright, 1857.
*Charles Robbins, 1858.
William D. Coolidge, 1859.
*Jesse P. Pattee, 1860.
Peter C. Jones, 1861.
Daniel Reynolds, 1862.
Benjamin Dean, 1863.

1864. §
Wyzeman Marshall, 1865.

Henry Mulliken, 1868.
George H. Taber, 1867.
Ivory H. Pope, 1868.
Richard Briggs, 1869.
Elijjah W. Burr, 1870.
Tracy P. Cheever, 1871.
Joseph K. Baker, 1873.
Charles G. Reed, 1873.

RECORDING GRAND SECRETARIES.

SINCE THE INDEPENDENCE IN 1777 (not permanent members ex-officto).

*Nathaniel Pierce, 1777.
*William Hoskins, 1778—80.
*Benjamin Coolidge, 1781—84.
*John Welch, Jr., 1785.
*George Richards, 1786.
*Gabriel Heluee, 1787.

*John Jackson, 1788, 89.
*Joseph Laughton, 1790, 91.
*Thomas Farrington, 1792.

* Deoceased.

t Deceased while in office.

*Samuel Colesworthy, 1793.
*Daniel Oliver, 1794—1801.
*John Proctor, 1802—10.
*John Soley, 1811—18.
*Thomas Power, 1819—32.
*Charles W. Moore, 1833—66.
$Solon Thornton, 1867—71.
§Charles H. Titus, 1871—

$ Resigned April 8, 1871.
§ Elected June 14, 1871,

¥ This name was stricken from the roll by a vote of Grand Lodge, June 11, 1873.



ORGANIZATION

OF THE

MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED
MASONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,

FOR THE YEAR 1875.

M.W. PErcIvAL LowELL EVERETT, Boston, Grund Master.

R.W. CHARLES A. WELCH, Waltham, Deputy Grand Master.

R.W. WiLLIAM J. SAWIN, Chicopee Falls, Senior Grand Warden.
R.W. Lucrus W. LovELL, Wollaston Heights, Junior Grand Warden.
R.W. JoHN McCLELLAN, Boston, . . Grand Treasurer.

R.W. CHARLES H. TiTUs, Boston, . . Recording Grand Secretary.
R.W. GEORGE P. SANGER, Cambridge, Corresponding Grand Sec’y.
R.W. WiLLiAM T. R. MARVIN, Boston, D.D.G. Master, Mist. No. 1.

R.W. FraNcIS CHILDS, Charlestown . . . Dist. No. 2.
R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH, Boston, o *  Dist. No. 3.
R.W. GEoRGE F. HOMER, Brookline, . ¢ v Dist. No. 4.
R.W. GEORGE F. BREED, Lynn, . . * *  Dist. No. 5.
R.W. WARREN CURRIER, Newburyport, . o Dist. No. 6.
R.W. SorLoNn W. STEVENS, Lowell, . .- * Dist. No. 7.
R.W. BowbDoIN S. PARKER, Greenfield, u o Dist. No. 8.
R.W. Jonn R. DavisoN, Hinsdale, . . b Dist. No. 9.
R.W. Joun E. SHIPMAN, Springfield, . «  Dist. No. 10.
R.W. WiLLIAM A. SyiTH, Worcester, s - Dist. No. 11.
R.W. IrviNG B. SayLes, Millbury, . “ ¢ Dist. No. 12.
R.W. GEorGE L. RHoADS, Norwood, o ¢ Dist. No. 13.
R.W. ABranamM H. HowrLaxp, Jr.,

New Bedford, . . . s o Dist. No. 14.
R.W.Joux W. ATWOOD, Provmcetown, . “  Dist. No. 15.
R.W. HoseAa KiNnGMAN, Bridgewater, e “ Dist. No. 16.
R.W. THEODORE N. FoQUE, Malden, . . . Dist. No. 17.
R.W. JorN WETHERBEE, Warren, . “ “ Dist. No. 18.
R.W. H. PLUNKET BOURC HIER, Valparaiso, * « for Chili.
R.W. ITHAMAR B. EAMES, Shanghai, . " " for China.
W. REv. ALonzo H. Quint, D. D,

New Bedford, . . . . . } Grand Chaplains.

W. REvV. JosnuA YOUNG, Fall River,
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W. WiLLiaM H. CHESSMAN, Boston, . . . Grand Marshal.

W. WiLLiaM H. H. SouLE, Somerville, . Senior Grand Deacon.
W. CHARLES E. SMiTH, North Attleborough, Junior Grand Deacon.
‘W. MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS, Boston, . Senior Grand Steward.
W. THoMAS W. DavIs, Belmont, .

W. ALBERT H. W. CARPENTER, N. Bedford Junior Grand Stewards-
W. HENRY STEPHENSON, Hingham, . .

‘W. BAYLIES SANFORD, JR., Brockton, . . Grand Sword-Bearer.
W. GEORGE H. FOLGER, Cambridge, . . Grand Standard-Bearer.
W. FreperiCc D. ELy, Dedham, . . . . .

W. HENRY S. BunTON, Hyde Park, . . . } Grand Pursuivants.

W. THOMAS WATERMAN, JR., Boston, . .

W. CHARLES M. AVERY, Chelsea, . . .{ Grand Lecturers.

W. J. Francis Lorrs, Boston, . . . . .

Bro. HowARrD M. Dow, Boston, . . . . Grand Organist.

Bro. EBEN F. GAY, Boston, . . . . . . Grand Tyler.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.
M.W. PErcIivAL LowWELL EVERETT, ez-qfficio.

R.W. WiLLIAM SUTTON. R.W. WiLLiAM S. GARDNER.
R.W. SERENO D. NICKERSON. - BRO. GEORGE O. CARPENTER.
R.W. WiLLiAM F. SALMON. R.W. CHas. LEvi WoODBURY.
R.W. SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE. R.W. HExRY ENDICOTT.

AUDITING COMMITTEE.

‘W. Hocum Hosrorp, R.W. SAMUEL P. OLIVER.
W. Otis E. WELD.

COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY.

R.W. SERENO D. NICKERSON. R.W. WiINsLow LEwIs.
R.W. CHARLES LEVI WOODBURY.

coxnuml ON CHARITY,
W. HENRY G. FaAY. ‘W. HENRY J. PARKER.
W. JaMES MiLLs. N W. NATHANIEL GREENE.
Bro. FRANK E. JONES. ‘

COMMITTEE ON RETURNS,
R.W. ANDREW G. SMITH. W. WOOSTER B. MAYHEW .
W. JoHN M. RODOCANACHI. W. JoserH WINSOR.
W. SAMUEL A. B. BrAGG.
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COMMITTEE ON TRIALS AND HEALIXNG,
R.W. EDWARD AVERY. W. Frenerick D. ErLy.
W. SamueL WELLS.
COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS,
R.W. Ivory H. PorE. W. WiLriam R. WiLsox.
W. WrLiaM J. STEVENS.
COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS,

R.W. WriLLiaM F. SALMON. W. JOEI SEAVERNS.
W. THOMAS W. DAvIs. )
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Ybstract of Proceedings

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSEITS.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

MARcCH 10, A. L. 56875.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST

WorsaIPFUL GRAND LopGE OF THE CoM-
MONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS was held at the
Masonic Temple, in the city of Boston, on Wednes-
day, the tenth day of March, A. L. 5875, A. D.
1875.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

R.W. CHARLES A. WELCH . . Deputy Grand Master.’

R.W. WiLLiAM J. SAWIN . . Senior Grand Warden.

R.W. Lucius W. LovELL . . Junior Grand Warden.

R.W. JouN MCCLELLAN . . . Grand Treasurer.

R.W. CHARLES H. TiTus. . . Recording Grand Secretary.
R.W. GEORGE P. SANGER . . Corresponding Grand Secretary.
R.W. WiLLiaM T. R. MARvVIN . D.D.G. Master, District No. 1.
R.W. Francis CHiLDS . . . o L District No. 2.
R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH . ‘ “ District No. 3.
R.W. GEORGE F. HOMER. . . “ ¢  District No. 4.
R.W. GEORGE F. BREED . . . “ ¢« District No. 5.
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R.W. WARREN CURRIER . D.D.G. Master, District No. 6.
R.W. SoLoN W. STEVENS . s s District No. 7.
R.W. WiLLiaM A. SMITH . s ‘e District No. 11.
R.W. IrRvVING B. SAYLES ‘¢ ‘“ District No. 12.
R.W. GEORGE L. RHOADS s L District No. 13.
R.W. ABranaM H. HOWLAND, JR. ¢ ¢ District No. 14.
R.W. JouN W. ATwWoOD . ‘e s District No. 15.
R.W. Hosea KINGMAN . o “ District No. 16.
R.W. THEODORE N. FOQUE . [ s District No. 17.
R.W. JouuN WETHERBEE . ¢ ¢ District No. 18.

W. WiLLiAM H. CHESSMAN .
‘W. WiLLiam H. H. SouLE
W. CHARLES E. SMITH .

‘W. MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS
W. THoMAS W. Davis,

W. HENRY STEPHENSON, ;
'W. BAYLIES SANFORD, JR.
W. FrepErick D. ELy,

W. Hexry S. BuNTON, %
W. THOMAS WATERMAN, JR.,
W. CHARLES M. AVERY,

W. J. Fraxncis LOTTs,

Bro. HowArp M. Dow

Bro. FRANK E. JONES .

PERMANENT

Wmsr.(;w LEwis
JoHN T. HEARD .
WiLLiaM D. COOLIDGE
CHARLES C. DAME .
SERENO D. NICKERSON
ABRAHAM A. DAME

R.W.
R.W.
R.W.
R.W.
R.W.

R.W.REv.E. M. P. WELLS, D.
Rev. Lucius R. PA1Gg, D.D.
G. WASHINGTON WARREN

R.W.
R.W.
R.W. MARsSHALL P. WILDER
R.W. HENRY CHICKERING
R.W. WiLLiAM W. BAKER
R.W. WiLLIAM SUTTON

R.W. WiLLiaM F. SALMON

Grand Marshal.
Senior Grand Deacon.
Junior Grand Deacon.
Senior Grand Steward.

Junior Grand Stewards.

Grand Sword Bearer.

Grand Pursuivants.

} Grand Lecturers.

. Grand Organist.
as Grand Tyler.

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Past Grand Master.

. . g

Past Deputy Grand Master.

‘"

[ ‘.

. [

D.

(13 (13 [ [

[

Past Grand Warden.

[ . ‘"
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R.W. SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE . . Past Grand Warden.
R.W. CHARLES KiwBALL . . . ¢ o o
R.W.HENRY ENDICOTT . . . . % c “

R.W. IsaaAcH. WRiGHT . . . * ““ s
RW.BENJAMINDEAN . . . . . s
R.W. WYZEMAN MARSHALL . . * o “
RW.IvoryH.PorE . . . . L o
R.W. E[.[Jm W.BURR. . . . ¢ ““ “
R.W.TRACY P. CHEEVER . . . @ «

OF THE COMMITTEE ON RETURNS.
R.W. ANDREW G. SMiITH, W. SamuEL A. B. Braga.
W. JoSEPH WINSOR.

OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEALING.
R.W. EDWARD AVERY, W. SAMUEL WELLS.

OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHARITY.

W. HENRY G. Fay, W. JAMES MILLS,
W. HENRY J. PARKER, W. NATHANIEL GREENE.

OF THE COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.
W. JOEL SEAVERNS.

The Grand Lodge was opened in Due ForM
at two o’clock, p. M., with prayer by R.W. Rev.
Charles H. Titus.

The Records of the Annual and Stated Commu-
nications of December, 1874, were read and ap-
proved.

The Record of the Special Communication of
February 4, 1875, at Wales, for the purpose of con-
stituting Anchor Lodge, dedicating its hall and in-
stalling its officers, was read and approved.

By-Laws and amendments to By-Laws from the
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following Lodges were presented for approval, and
referred to the Committee on By-Laws: —

SAINT JAMES, Mansfield. ORANGE, Orange.
CHARLES C. DAME, Georgetown.  KmNg Davip, Taunton.
ZETLAND, Boston.

Proxies were presented from

GRECIAN LODGE, Lawrence, in favor of W. Bro. CHARLES H.
LITTLEFIELD. .

CuicoPEE LopGE, Chicopes, in favor of BRo. LoraNus E. HrrcH-
COCK.

SAINT PAUL LODGE, Ayer, in favor of W. Bro. E. DANA Bax-
CROFT. .

MARINERS LODGE, Cotuit, in favor of BRO. AucusTtus M. FISHER.

EpEN LODGE, Ware, in favor of BRO. FRANCIS A. SPEAR.

The Brethren were recognized accordingly.

The R.W. Deputy Grand Master alluded to the
absence of the M.W. Grand Master, and informed
the Brethren that he had recently suffered severe
bereavement in the sudden death of his wife.

Subsequently, R.W. George P. Sanger sub-
mitted the following resolution, which was passed
by a unanimous vote, the Brethren all rising: —

Resolved, That the warmest sympathies of the
members of the Grand Lodge are tendered to the
M.W. Grand Master in the severe domestic be-
reavement which causes his absence from the
Quarterly Communication this day.
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The Deputy Grand Master announced the de-
cease of R.W. John Flint, M. D., Past Grand
‘Warden, who died at his residence in this city on
the eighth day of January last. R.W. Winslow
Lewis, R.W. Abraham A. Dame, and W. Wil-
liam H. Thomes were. appointed a committee to
prepare suitable resolutions to be spread upon the
Records.

The -Deputy Grand Master also alluded to the
recent death of the venerable Thomas Waterman,
who, though not a member of the Grand Lodge,
had long been known and loved by the Fraternity,
- and had, for nearly fifty years, been Secretary of
Mount Lebanon Lodge in this city.

The record of the trial of Leon L. Peartree, by
Massachusetts Lodge, was submitted for examina-
tion and approval, and referred to the Committee
on Trials.

The Recording Grand Secretary submitted the
proceedings of the newly organized Grand Lodge
of Wyoming Territory, with a request from the
same that the organization be recognized and ac-
knowledged by us as a regular and duly consti-
tuted Grand Lodge. The proceedings and peti-
tion were referred to a committee consisting of R.
W. Sereno D. Nickerson, R.W. Tracy P. Cheever
and W. Stephen 'W. Trowbridge.
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The roll of the Lodges was called, and the fol-
lowing were found to be represented: —

ABERDOUR.
ADELPHI.

AMITY.

ANCIENT YORK.
ARTISAN.

ATHOL.

BELCHER.
BETHANY.
BeTHESDA (Brighton).
BETH-HORON.
BRISTOL.

CALEB BUTLER.
CHARITY.

CHARLES A. WELCH.
CHARLES H. Titus.
CHICOPEE.
COLUMBIAN,
CONSTELLATION.
CRESCENT.

" DELTA.

EDEN.

ELEUSIS.

EvLioT.

EssEx.

EUREKA.

EzEKIEL BATES.
Farrn.

GATE OF THE TEMPLE.
GERMANIA.
GOLDEN FLEECE.
GRECIAN.
HAMMATT.
HAMPDEN.

HiraM.

HoPE.

HYDE PARK.
IoNic (Taunton).
JOHN CUTLER.

JOHN HANCOCK. -

JORDAN.

JOSEPITI WARREN.
KILWINNING.
KiNG Davip.
KiING SuLOMON.
KONOHASSETT.
LAFAYETTE

PALESTINE.
PavL DEaN.
PENTUCKET.
PILGRINM.
PIONEER.
PLYMOUTH.
PrrNAM.
PYTHAGOREAN.
QUINEBAUG.
RABBONI.
REVERE.

(Boston Highlands).RISING STAR.

MARINERS.
MASSACHUSETTS.
MERRIMACK.
MizpAH.
MORNING STAR.
MONTACUTE.
Mosairc.
MoUNT CARMEL.
MouUNT HERMON.
MounT HoPE.
MouNT HOREB
(Woburn).
MOUNT LEBANON.
MOUNT OLIVET.
MouNT TABOR.
MOUNT VERNON.
MrysTIC.
NorroLK UNION.
NORTH STAR.
OLp COLONY.
OLIVE BRANCH.
ORIENT.
ORPHAN'S HOPE.

ROBERT LasH.
ROSWELL LEE.
SAINT ALBAN’S.
SAINT JONN's
(Boston).
SAINT MARTIN'S.
SaINT PArL (Ayer).
SAINT PAUL'S
(South Boston).
SILOAM.
STAR IN THE EAST.
STARR KING.
TEMPLE.
THOMAS.
UxioN (Dorchester).
‘W ASHINGTON.
WILDER.
‘WiLLiAM NORTH.

*WiLLIAM PARKMAN

‘WILLIAM SUTTON.
WiNsLow LEwIs
ZETLAND.
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The Committee on Ritual submitted the follow-
ing report: —

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RITUAL.

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
In QUuARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
March 10, 1873.

The committee appointed at the Stated Communication, in De-
cember last, to determine in all respects what is, or should be,
the ritual of this Grand Lodge, and make report thereon at this
Quarterly Communication, have diligently attended to their
duty, but have found the labor so great that they are able to
present at this time a partial report only.

The M.W. Grand Master appears to havé selected the com-
mittee with great care, having reference not only to their knowl-
edge of the ritual and experience in its communication and
exemplification, but also to the representation of the various
shades of opinion in regard to it which have prevailed in this
jurisdiction for the last thirty years. The committee was ap-
pointed on the 29th of December last, and assembled on the 2d
of January for organization. It was then voted that a session
should be held on each Wednesday evening. Meetings have
been so held, and, including the preliminary meeting and one
convened last evening for final revision, the committee find that
they have devoted to this work a period equal to four entire
working days of ten hours each. Almost every word of the
work and lectures of the first degree has been very carefully
weighed and considered. The committee have aimed to present
the ritaal as nearly as possible in the form in which they believe
it existed when the Grand Lodge revised it by committee in
1862. In a few instances we have found that this could not be
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a mplished without imposing considerable labor upon Bretb-
ren, who have made themselves familiar with other forms which
have prevailed very generally for several years. In a few such
instances, where the matter seemed immaterial, the committee
have allowed what they considered as changes to stand.

The committee have further endeavored to make every
sentence of the ritual thus far considered strictly grammatical.

They have also labored to make the work and lectures conform
in every particular. .

In many instances we have found a very wide difference of
opinion on the part of the members of the committee as to par-
ticular pbraseology. In some cases we found almost as many
forms in use as there were members present. All these doubtful
points have been very fully and thoroughly discussed, but when
settled by a majority vote all different opinions have been very
cheerfully yiclded. The result has been that every member of
the committee has found himself obliged to surrender certain
words and phrases which habit had invested with peculiar
charms for his ear, but which he was compelled to admit were in
no sense essential.

The committee believe that it is not possible for the work to
be more thoroughly, carefully and conscientiously performed ;
they are happy to say that they are unanimously agreed in sub-
mitting as the ritual of the first degree, the exhibit which they
have authorized the secretary of the committee to present at
this Communication, and which they beg to make a part of this
report.

With the carnest hope that the M.W. Grand Lodge may
adopt the work thus submitted without change, your commnittee
respectfully ask further time for the consideration of the

remainder of the ritual. ‘
SERENO D. NICKERSON,

WiLLiaM S. GARDNER,
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CrArLES C. DaME,
CHARLES LEVi WOODEBURY,
Crarces H. Trrus,
Samuer P. OLIVER,
WiLLiaM F. SaLmon,

- HENrY ExpICoTT,
Ivory H. PorE,
CHARLES J. DANFORTH,
JorN MCCLELLAN, »
SamuEL WELLS,
BeNJaMIN F. Noursg,

Committes.

The lectures, work, and opening and closing cere-
monies of the first degree were then fully set forth.

At thirty-five minutes past three o’clock the
Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment
for ten minutes. )

On resuming labor R.W. Henry Chickering
moved that the lectures and work of the first de-
gree, as this day set forth by the Committee on
Ritual, be adopted, without amendment, as the
ritual of this Grand Lodge for the first degree.

The motion prevailed by a nearly unanimous
vote, only four voting in the negative in a vote of
about three hundred.

On motion of R.W. Benjamin Dean, the Com-
mittee on Ritual were allowed further time for the’
consideration of the ritual of the second and third
degrees.
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The committee appointed to prepare a memorial
tribute to the memory of 'W. Bro. Lovell Bicknell
submitted the following report: —

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF W. BRO.
LOVELL BICKNELL.

Ix Graxp LopGek, March 10, 1875.
To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge : —

At the Stated Communication of our Grand Lodge, held in
Boston on the 29th of December last, the death of Worshipful -
Brother Lovell Bicknell, Grand Standard-Bearer, was an-
nounced by the Most Worshipful Grand Master; and the
undersigned were appointed a committee to prepare resolutions
suitable to the event. In pursuance of that duty we beg to
present the following report : —

Prefatory to the resolutions hereto subjoined, it seems appro-
priate to give in brief the biography of our deceased Brother —
one who for the greater part of his long, useful, and virtu-
ous life was an earnest, faithful supporter of Freemasonry.

Lovell Bicknell was born in the town of Weymouth, in this
State, where was his home from the time of his birth to his
decease. The date of his birth was Januvary 2d, 1793. He was
town treasurer for several years, and was always prominent in
town affairs. He was not a church member, but his reldations
were with the Methodists. He with his family attended the
Methodist church, and several of its members were of that
church’s communion. In his younger days he followed the sea,
and was, during the war of 1812, captured from an American
privateer by a British cruiser and taken into Halifax. Here he
found himself a fellow-prisoner with our late Brother ¢¢ Father
Taylor,” the Rev. Edward T. Taylor, who was Chaplain of our
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‘Grand Lodge in the years 1884, 1835, 1836, 1837, 1840, and

1841.

His death occurred on Monday morning, Jecember 14th,
1874. His sickness was short in duration. On the 9th of that
month he attended the Annual Communication of the Grand
Lodge, when he was apparently in as good health as usual. On
the following morning, at seven o’clock, he was attacked by the
enemy of mortality, — Death. Afterwards, he was unable to
speak ; though it is tt;ought that at times he was conscious of
things occurring around him.

The newspapers published in the vicinity of his residence
contain obituary notices which are highly eulogistic of his
character ; showing how he was appreciated as a man and citi-
zen where he was best known. ¢ The Old Colony Memorial ”
(published at Plymouth), ¢ The Weymouth Weekly Gazette,”
and “The Helping Hand” (of East Weymouth), each
contributes its testimonial to the worth of our departed
Brother.

Under date of Dec. 17, 1874, ¢ The Old Colony Memorial ”
thus refers to him: —

“Quite a delegation of Plymouth Lodge A.F.and A.M., went to
East Weymouth yesterday (Wednesday) to attend the funeral of Lovell
Bicknell, Esq., who died in that town on Monday morning last, at the
ripe age of eighty-two years. Mr. Bicknell was an honorary member
of Plymouth Lodge, and during the anti-Masonic excitement of fifty
years ago was one of the staunchest defenders of the Institution.
He was a most estimable gentleman, widely known in Masonic
circles, and held in the highest respect by the Fraternity in this town,
for whom in return he cherished the warmest regard, and seldom
failed of being present at their gatherings on public or official
occasions.” -

The following is copied from the ¢ Weymouth Weekly
Gazette,” of Dec. 18, 1874: —
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¢ The recent death of Mr. Lovell Bicknell, one of the oldest and
most prominent residents of Weymouth, a man who throughout a
long life has maintained an honorable and upright character, and
whose loss is deeply lamented by an extensive circle of friends,
claims a record of respectful and grateful remembrance. His last
disease, of which he had some weeks since experienced premonitory
symptoms, was paralysis, which attacked him on Thursday, 10th
inst., immediately prostrating his strength and depriving him of the
power of speech, and the use of a portion of his body. He lingered,
gradually failing, until Monday morning, when his strength being
exhausted, enfeebled nature yielded, and he sank serenely into the
arms of death. The obsequies of the deceased were attended by a

large concourse of people, the whole community seeming desirous .

of paying their last tribute of respect to one so long known among
them. For nearly fifty years he was an enthusiastic member of the
Masonic Fraternity, and his Brethren of that Order were present, in
large numbers, at his funeral on Wednesday last, the following or-
ganizations being in attendance: Delegation of Grand Lodge of
Mass., Old Colony and South Shore Commanderies and a delegation
from Brockton Commandery, Knights Templars; Orphan’s Hope
Lodge, East Weymouth; Delta Lodge, Weymouth ; and delegations
from Plymouth Lodge, Plymouth ; Konohassett Lodge, Cohasset ; and
Old Colony Lodge, Hingham. The services were held in the Metho-
dist Church, appropriate Masonic ceremonies having been previously
conducted in the Lodge-room of Orphan’s Hope Lodge. The church
was filled to repletion with friends and neighbors of the deceased
and the various organizations. ‘The body reposed in a rich black
walnut casket, and the face of the dead wore a very pleasant and
life-like expression. A beautiful wreath of rare cut flowers lay upon
the lid of the casket. The services commenced with singing, by the
Masonic Choir, of the Psalm, ¢‘The Lord has been our dwelling-
place in all generations,’ followed by the reading of selected por-
tions of Scripture by R.W. Rev. Charles H. Titus. Prayer was then
offered by Rev. S. L. Gracey ; and, after a chant, ¢ Thy will be done,’
by the choir, the same clergyman addressed the audience, giving a
brief general reminiscence of the life and character of the deceased,
speaking of him in his various relations as a citizen, a public official
and a man.

¢« An address was then delivered by R.W. Rev. C. H. Titus, Record-
ing Grand Secretary, who rendered a faithful and touching tribute
of respect and affection to the deceased, speaking at length of his
personal excellences of character, and especially of his steady and
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intense devotion to the cause of Masonry, — he having joined the
Order at the time the anti-Masonic tornado was sweeping over the
land, — his zeal and love for the Institution continuing unabated
to the hour of his death. Its principles of liberality, charity and
brotherly love were ever exemplified in his life. Beneath his some-
what rough exterior there beat ah affectionate and sympathetic
heart. He realized that the grand aim of Masonry is ‘to relieve the
distressed, to soothe the unhappy, to sympathize with their misfor-
tunes, to compassionate their miseries, and to restore peace to their
troubled minds;’ and these principles he put into practice in his
life. He was held in high regard by his Brethren. For some years
he had held the office of Grand Standard-Bearer in the Grand Lodge,
and his Brethren of that Body will deeply lament the loss of a true
and faithful Brother. The speaker concluded by urging upon all
the necessity of a preparation for death, and expressing the hope
that they might so live as to meet the departed Brother in the celes-
tial Lodge above, where the ¢ Supreme Architect of the Universe
presides.’ The services closed with singing by the choir.

*“From the church the remains were escorted to the Village
Cemetery, where they were consigned to the silent grave. Here the
service was solemn and impressive. Past Grand Master William
D. Coolidge pronounced a brief eulogy, and the impressive burial-
service of the Order was performed, and the sacred scroll deposited.
Thus ended a mortal life of eighty-two years, and thus, in joyful
hope of the resurrection of the body, he was committed ¢earth to
earth,” ‘ashes to ashes,’ ‘dust to dust.’” When such men die the
wholesome influence of their good example survives them. It be-
comes an inspiration to the living, stimulating and quickening them
to good works.

¢ ¢ The sweet remembrance of the just
Shall flourish when he sleeps in dust.’”

From the ¢¢ Helping Hand,” of Janﬁary 1, 1875: —

«“We cannot allow this issue of our paper to go out without ex-
pressing a sorrow, that we felt in common with the entire com-
munity, at the death of one of our oldest and most honored citizens,
Mr. Lovell Bicknell. His kindness of nature, and genial, cordial
manners, and useful life, marked him as a man to be missed from
any community. His funeral was attended by the Masonic Frater-
nity, and our church was crowded to its utmost in accommodating the
many friends who desired to attend the public funeral services.
We shall miss him from our streets, and the social gatlierings in our
church.”

2
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Thirteen years ago, the declased made the request of Past
Grand Master William D. Coolidge to conduct the Masonic
rites over his grave, should the latter be the survivor. It is
needless to say that this duty was discharged by Brother
Coolidge in a feeling and impressive manner befitting the
solemn occasion.

Brother Bicknell was raised in Orphan’s Hope Lodge on the
10th of October, 1826, and exalted in Pilgrim Chapter on the
27th of May, 1864. He was admitted into the Order of the
Temple, in Old Colony Commandery, on the 9th of September,
1864. The degrees of R. and S, Master were conferred on him
in Abington Council, on the 13th of May, 1870. He was
Junior Warden of Orphan’s Hope Lodge in 1855, 1856 and
1857, but declined another election.

Notwithstanding Brother Bicknell reached the great age of
fourscore years and two, his bodily and mental vigor was such
as seemed to controvert the psalmist, whose words are: ¢ The
days of our years are threescore years and ten ; and if by reason
of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labor
and sorrow.” . . . That did not appear to be our Brother’s

" experience. He was even boastful of his strength until within a
few days of his death. Throughout his life he had been in a
remarkable degree exempt from sickness; which denoted a
strong physical constitution, which few men enjoy. During the
past autumn he was present at most of the Lodge meetings
held in District No. 16, for the official visits of the District
Deputy Grand Master of that District, R.W. Edward Avery.
His Masbnic enthusiasm carried him last year to Philadelphia,
at the time of the dedication of the magnificent Masonic
Temple in that city. Whenever it was possible he made it a
point to attend a Masonic celebration on Saint John’s day.
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‘We all know with what zest he participated in the celebration
of the annual GRAND FEasT of our Grand Lodge.

At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge held
on the 8th of September, 1869, the letter which follows was
read : —

M.W. WiLLuax S. GArpxER, EsqQ., Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts: — )

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER, — You will please to hand the within
bond for one hundred dollars to our worthy Grand Treasurer, as a
gift to the Grand Lodge towards cancelling the debt to that amount
on our noble Temple.

Yours fraternally,
LoVELL BICKNELL.

The generous gift was acknowledged by a vote of the Grand
Lodge. The generosity of the donor is the more striking,
because he was not a ¢ rich man ” in the common acceptation of
the term. Had the spirit which prompted this act pervaded the
Fraternity throughout the'Commonwealth, ¢ our noble Temple ”’
would have long since been released from its encumbrances ;
affording us the opportunity to devote the whole of the income
from it to the general charities of the Brotherhood.

Brother Bicknell was installed as Standard-Bearer of the
Grand Lodge on the 29th of December, 1868. From that time
until his decease he was present at all of our Quarterly and
Stated Communications, excepting four. So regular an
attendance would be creditable to a young man; but that an
octogenarian should thus energetically follow the line of his
duty affords an example which every Mason, young or old,
should endeavor to imitate.

‘We propose the resolutions following for the ndoptlon of the
Grand Lodge : —



20 . ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [March 10,

Resolved, That the members of this Grand Lodge mournfully
realize that in the death of Worshipful Lovell Bicknell they have
lost an earnest, faithful and exemplary associate ; one who, for half
a century, cherished the humane principles of Freemasonry with
¢t freedom, fervency and zeal.”

Resolved, That it is with unfeigned satisfaction we contemplate his
long earthly career, which affords so many examples of uprightness,
kindness, and steady devotion to his duty and principles, worthy of
our imitation.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be communicated to the
family of our late Brother, with an expression of our deeply-felt
sympathy in their bereavement.

All of which is respectfully presented by the committee.

JorN T. Hearp,
W. T. GRAMMER,

WiLLiaM J. STEVENS,
Commsitee.

The report was accepted and the resolutions
adopted by unanimous vote.

The committee appointed to prepare a memorial
for the Records upon the death of R.W. John
Flint, M.D., Past Grand Warden, made report as
follows: —

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF DR. FLINT.

IN Graxp Lopge, March 10, 1875.
Death steals upon us with inaudible steps, and thins our
numbers in every relation of life; takes from our domestic
hearths our hearts’ treasures, and in the wider spheres of soci-
ety makes his inroads on associations hallowed by friendship.

«« Here Brother follows Brother
From sunset to the sunless land.”



1875. | THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 21

‘We have been called to pay our tribute of respect and regard
to the memory of one long endeared by his fraternal connection
with this Grand Lodge, R.W. Brother Dr. John Flint.

Of our departed Brother, whose life presented no striking,
emphatic incidents, whose career was noiseless and undemon-
strative, but effective in good to those who committed their health
to his care, but few words will suffice.

He received an academic education at Leicester, but never a
classical one. His medical degree was conferred by Harvard
College. He commenced practice in this city, and continued his
professional devotion until his death.

There are individuals, not much known beyond the limits of
the community in which they live, whose loss falls heavily on
many hearts; whose eulogy, however brief, comes mingled with
regrets from the lips of all who knew them, and speaks only
what they feel. It is surely thus we experience the departure
of one thus esteemed, not for eminent intellectual power, but,
transcending this, for his goodness, which is true greatness.
¢¢ He gave himself to his profession, and was rarely absent from
his duties,” fulfilling the one condition essential to the best kind
of success, and thus acquired the confidence which is reposed
only in the practitioner who lives almost entirely for his sacred
duties.

His long and intimate connection with the Masonic Institu-
tion, his varied official positions, are well known and appre-
ciated. He has presided over Lodge, Chapter (both Subordinate
and Grand), Commandery, and Grand Commandery of Massa-
chusetts and Rhode Island, and, as Past Grand Warden, was
a permanent member of this Grand Lodge. He has ever re-
tained the regard and respect of his Brethren, and has departed
full of years and left the record of a well-spent life.



22 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [March 10,

Resolved, That, with a deep sense of our bereavement by the
death ot our late Brother the R.W. Dr. John Flint, we would testify
our respect to his memory by placing on record the acknowledg-
ment that he has left on our hearts the impress of a good man and
Brother, an example of a life well spent and rounded to an honorable
close.

WinsLow LEewis,

ABraEAM A. DAME,

WiLLiam H. TaHOMES,
Committee.

The report was accepted, and the resolution
adopted by unanimous vote.

The committee on the proposed amendment to
the Grand Constitutions made report, which was
adopted by unanimous vote.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AMENDMENT OF GRAND
CONSTITUTIONS. -

Ix Graxp Lopge, March 10, 1875.

The committee appointed at the Annual Communication of
this Grand Lodge, to consider an amendment to Part IV.,
Article III., Section 1, of the Grand Constitutions, have duly
considered the proposition, and beg leave to report : —

That to facilitate the work of the Grand Lodge in preparing
& Register of the names of the Brethren in the Commonwealth,
it is expedient and advisable that the amendment be adopted,
and said section be changed by striking out the word “age,” in
the form of petition, and inserting instead, ‘‘date of birth,”
¢ place of birth.”
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Also inserting between the third and fourth lines of said
petition the words, ¢ My full name is.”

CHARLES J. DANFORTH,

JosEpH B. MASON,

GEORGE B. AGER,
Commsttee. .

On motion of R.W. John MecClellan, Grand
Treasurer, five hundred dollars ($500) were appro-
priated for charitable purposes, to be disbursed by
the Committee on Charity.

R.W. John T. Heard submitted the following
preamble and resolutions, which were adopted by
unanimous vote: —

RESOLUTIONS OFFERED BY R. W. BRO. JOHN T. HEARD RE-
LATING TO THE NEW ENGLAND FREEMASON.

In Graxp Lopge, March 10, 1875.

Whereas, This Grand Lodge deem it of the highest importance that
a periodical should be maintained in this jurisdiction devoted ex-
clusively to the interests of Freemasonry; to the intelligent and
discreet treatment of questions affecting its welfare ; the diffusion of
knowledge of its history, philosophy, and jurisprudence; and the
dissemination of general Masonic news; and,

Whereas, Our Right Worshipful Brother, Sereno D. Nicker-
son, Past Grand Master, has, at great personal expense and pains,
established such a periodical, entitled ¢ The New England Free-
mason,” and conducts it with enterprise and rare ability, and in a
manner entitling it to the approbation of the Fraternity ; therefore,

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge recommend to the Lodges and
the Brethren of this jurisdiction that they should give to the said
publication their most hearty and liberal support and encourage-
ment.
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Resolved, That the Masters of Lodges are requested to bring to the
notice of their respective Lodges the importance of sustaining a
work of the character which ¢ The New England Freemason ™ has
hitherta borne.

The Committee on Trials made report, which
was accepted and the recommendation adopted.

RFPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TRIALS, IN THE CASE OF
LEON L. PEARTREE.

IN GrAXD LoDGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
March 10, 1875.

The committee to whom were referred the proceedings of
Massachusetts Lodge, in the trial of Brother Leon L. Peartree,
have attended to the duty assigned them, and respectfully sub-
mit the following report : —

The respondent was charged with a ¢ violation of his duties
and obligations as a Mason,” in that he * did wilfully and un-
lawfully cheat, wrong and defraud one Niels Jacobs, a Brother
Master Mason,” by means of false and fraudulent representa-
tions and ‘tokens oconcerning certain personal property, and
thereby obtain from said Jacobs a large sum of money.

The charge clearly sets forth the specific acts relied on to
establish the guilt of the accused.

The duty of making service on the respondent appears to
have been committed to the Secretary of the Lodge, and the
record shows that he made the following service, viz.: —

¢ This isto certify that I this day, at three o’clock and twenty
minutes P. M., delivered an attested copy of the charge and
specification herein contained, to Mrs. Leon L. Peartree, at her
residence, No. 669 Shawmut avenue, Boston, the whereabouts of
Leon L. Peartree being unknown to me or her, also notifying
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him to be present at a Special Communication of Massachu-
setts Lodge, to be held Thursday, February 18, 1875.”

This is written on the back of an attested copy of the charge,
and there also appears on the same sheet of paper, which is re-
ferred to in the record as ‘¢ Appendix No. 3,” a notice, addressed
to Brothér Leon L. Peartree, of a Special Communication of
Massachusetts Lodge, to be held ‘¢ Thursday, Feb. 18, 1875,
at seven and one half o’clock, P. M., for the examination of
charges,” preferred against him by a committee of the Lodge.

The record discloses no other service than that given
above.

There is great doubt as to the sufficiency of this service. It
is not a personal service on the respondent ; nor a service at his
*¢ last and usual place of abode ;” nor does it distinctly appear
by the return, or anywhere in the record, that the respondent’s
residence was ‘ out of the State and unknown.” If it had
clearly appeared in the reeord that his residence was ¢‘ out of
the State and unknown,” the Lodge might properly have pro-
ceeded with an ex parte trial.

It will also be observed that the return is defective in not set-
ting forth a service of a summons to appear at the time and
place fixed for an examination of the charges.

An examination of the evidence given at the trial discloses a
fatal omission.

In order to find the respondent guilty of the particular charge
preferred against him, it should be proved that Niels Jacobs was
aMaster Mason. The specification is that he cheated, wronged
and defrauded Niels Jacobs, a Brother Master Mason; and
upon this the only reference found in the evidence is that
Brother A. K. Bryer, in his testimony refers to him as * Brother
Jacobs.” This cannot be considered sufficient to sustain the
averment that he was a ‘¢ Brother Master Mason.”
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Much of the evidence given at the trial was strictly ¢ hear-
say,” and ought not to have been received. It should always be
borne in mind that the one rule of evidence laid down in the
Grand Regulations is this: ¢ Hearsay evidence shall be

excluded.” '
" Inasmuch as there are grave doubts as to the sufficiency of
the service on the respondent, and an omission to prove a
material fact necessary to establish the guilt of the respondent,
the proceedings should not be confirmed ; but the case should
_ be remanded to Massachusetts Lodge, to amend the record, or
for a new trial of the respondent, if that Lodge shallso desire,
or the circumstances may require.
EpwArD AvVERY,
Freperick D. Evy,
SAMUEL WELLS,
Commitice.

The following letter of invitation from the Bun-
ker Hill Monument Association was read by the
Deputy Grand Master, and referred to the Grand
Master: —

LETTER OF INVITATION FROM BUNKER HILL MONUMENT
ASSOCIATION, TO ATTEND THE CELEBRATION ON THE
17TH OF JUNE NEXT.

Bosrox, March 10, 1875.

To the Most Worshipjul Grand Lodge of Massachusetts: —

The Bunker Hill Monument Association propose to celebrate
the centennial anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill on the
17th June next by a grand military and civic procession and
by an oration and other appropriate exercises on the battle-field.
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From the peculiar interest which the Masonic Fraternity has
felt in that memorable event, and from the very intimate rela-
tions which have always subsisted between our two Bodies, the
Association do hereby extend a special invitation to the Grand
Lodge of - Massachusetts, with its affiliated and subordinate
Bodies, to participate in the celebration.

Per order of the Standing Committee of the Directors of the
Bunker Hill Monum&nt Association.

G. WASHINGTON WARREN,

President B.H.M.A.
To M. W. PercivaL LowzLL EvErETT,

Grand Master.

Brother Edwin Wright submitted the following
motion: —

Voted, That a committee of five be appointed to consider
and report upon the expediency of adopting some plan whereby
all Masonic trials shall be had before some Board or Commis-
sion of the Grand Lodge.

The motion prevailed, and R.W. Tracy P.
Cheever, R.'W. Benjamin Dean, Brother Edwin
Wright, W. Warren B. Ellis and W. John H.
Roberts were appointed the committee.

A petition was received from R.W. Brother
Benjamin Pope, praying the Grand Lodge to con-
sider the expediency of recognizing and regulating,
or exercising a suitable supervision over, Masonic
Co-operative Life Insurance Associations, that have
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been, or may be established within the jurisdiction
of this Grand Lodge; and the same was referred
to R'W. William F. Salmon, R.W. Elijah W.
Burr and 'W. Charles D. Annable.

A communication was received from the Com-
mittee on Charity, asking that the status of its
members in Grand Lodge may be definitely deter-
mined; and that the right to speak and vote in
Grand Lodge may be accorded to them as members
of one of its standing committees. The com-
munication was referred to R.W. Charles Levi
‘Woodbury, W. Joseph B. Mason, and W. S. T. P.
Martin.

The Committee on the Grand Master’s Annual
Address, of December last, made report.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GRAND MASTER'S ANNUAL
ADDRESS.

IN GRAND LoDGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
. QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
March 10, A.L. 5875,

The committee to whom was referred so much of the Grand
Master’s Annual Address as was not otherwise disposed of,
respectfully present the following report : —

The M.W. Grand Master suggests the expediency of dis-
pensing with the Annual Exemplification, now held in Boston
on the day following the Annual Communication, and substi-
tuting therefor an Exemplification to be held annually in each
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District, at a time and by Lodges to be designated by the
District Deputy Grand Masters. He suggests that in this way
probably ten times as many Bretbren could and would witness
the work as now have the opportunity, and at much less ex-
pense to themselves.

The undersigned are unanimous in the opinion that the
adoption of the plan proposed would be for the best interests
of the Craft. The crowded assemblies at recent Annual Exem-
plifications, the difficulty in properly distinguishing those whose
right it is to be present at these occasions, and the great and
increasing interest now so generally felt in the correct render-
ing of the ritual, both in the work and lectures, are sufficient
reasons for the proposed change.

They believe that the adoption of this suggestion would
enable the Brethren to witness Exemplifications much more
frequently, with greater ease and less expense to the working
officers of the Lodges, as well as to the Brethren at large; and
would ensure the more general diffusion of a correct knowledge
of the work. To carry this suggestion into effect it will be
necessary to amend the Grand Constitutions in Part I., Article
VIII., Section 17, by striking out the words ¢* before the Grand
Lodge, on the Thursday following the Annual Communication
in December in each year,” and to substitute therefor the words
¢ whenever ordered by the Grand Master.” The section will
then read ¢ There shall be three Grand Lecturers, being Past
Masters, annually appointed, whose duty it shall be to exem-
plify the work and lectures of the several degrees, whenever
ordered by the Grand Master, for the benefit of the Brethren
generally.” ‘

Also to add the following to Section 10, in same Article,
before the words ¢ they shall have power,” etc., ¢ it shall be
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the duty of each District Deputy Grand Master to hold, at
some suitable place, an Exemplification of the work and lec-
tures of each of the degrees at least once in every year, at such
times, and by such Lodges in his District, as he shall desig-
nate; and he shall arrange to have at least one of the Grand
Lecturers present at all such Exemplifications.” We recom-
mend that the above amendments be made.

Several other topics are ably presented in the address,
especially the financial condition of the Grand Lodge, but the
committee are not now prepared to make any other special
recommendation. Your committee, however, cannot refrain
from referring to the strenuous and persistent efforts of M.W.
Grand Master Nickerson in relieving the Grand Lodge from
the embarrassments and pecuniary difficulties with which it was
involved at his first inauguration. In addition to his constant
fidelity and devotion to his official duties and to the interests
of the Grand Lodge, for his extraordinary services in this
behalf, a special recognition is due.

G. WASHINGTON WARREN,

WirLiam T. R. MarvIN,

ABraAM H. HowwraNDp, JR.,
Commitiee.

The report was accepted, and the proposed
amendments to the Grand Constitutions were re-
ferred to R.W. Samuel C. Lawrence, W. William
F. Annable and W. L. Cushing Kimball.

The Committee on By-Laws made report, which
was accepted and the recommendations adopted.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.

Ix Graxp Lopoee, BosTox, March 10, 1875.

The Committee on By-Laws have examined the amendments
to the By-Laws of King David Lodge, Taunton ; Orange Lodge,
Orange ; Charles C. Dame Lodge, Newburyport ; and recommend
their approval.

The full code from St. James Lodge, of Mansfield, has
received careful attention, and the - committee have made
several amendments. With the amendments as noted we
recommend their approval.

Respectfully submitted,
WiLiam F. SaLmon,

JOEL SEAVERNS,

TrOMAS W. Davis,
Commstiee.

R.W. William T. R. Marvin, District Deputy
Grand Master for the First Masonic District, and
‘W. J. Francis Lotts, Grand Lecturer, were duly
installed into their respective offices by the Deputy
Grand Master.

The following communication from the Grand
Lodge of Kansas was read by the Deputy Grand
Master : — ’

LETTER FROM GRAND LODGE OF KANSAS.

Orrice or TH® GRAND MASTER, LAWRENCE, January 27, 6875.

M. W. Percival LoweLL Evererr, Grand Masier of Masons in Massa-
chusetts : —

Most WorsHIPFUL BROTHER, — Sincerely regretting that the
necessities of our Brethren require it, I feel that it would be a
neglect of duty if I failed to appeal to you, and through you to
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the Masons in your Grand Jurisdiction, to aid the destitute in
the western portion of this State. The cause and extent of the
destitution are so well known that any statement at this time in
explanation is unnecessary.

Our Subordinate Lodges have been called upon for contribu-
tions, but from the fact that no part of our State wholly
escaped devastation, even the Lodges in the more populous
districts have an extraordinary burden to bear, and therefore
cannot respond to the call as liberally as they otherwise would ;
all that they can do will fall far short of the amount which
should be given in charity to relieve cases of actual suffering.

Contributions may be sent to R...W.-. Jomn H. Brown,
Grand Secretary, Leavenworth. Your donations will be
distributed under”the superintendence of the Grand Officers,
assisted by the Masters of Lodges in the destitute districts, and
all that is received will be devoted exclusively to Masonic
charity. . ‘“ Be merciful after thy power. If thou hast much,
give plentifully; if thou hast- little, do thy diligence gladly to
give of that little; for so gatherest thou thyself a good reward

in the day of necessity.”
Fraternally,
OwEeEN A. BaSserT,

Grand Master.
Attest:

Joux H. Brown,
Grand Secretary.

On motion.of R.W. Sereno D. Nickerson, it was

Voted, That five hundred dollars ($500) be appropriated for
the relief of distressed Brethren in Kansas, to be paid by the
Grand Master, should he find that the necessities of our Breth-
ren there continue to demand such relief.



1876.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 38

The Committee on the Grand Lodge of Wyo-
" ming Territory submitted the following report, which
was accepted, and the recommendation adopted: —

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GRAND LODGE OF WYOMING
TERRITORY.

In GrAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
BosroxN, March 10, 1875.

The committee, to whom was referred the communication
from the newly organized Grand Lodge of Wyoming Territory,
have duly considered their request, and respectfully report : —

That said Grand Lodge appears to have been regularly
organized on the 15th of December last, at Laramie City, in
said Territory, by four duly chartered Lodges, namely,
Cheyenne Lodge, No. 16 ; Laramie Lodge, No. 18 ; and Evans-
ton Lodge, No. 24; all chartered by the Grand Lodge of
Colorado, together with Wyoming Lodge, No. 28, chartered by
the Grand Lodge of Nebraska.

Your committee douht as to the expediency of forming small,
and therefore weak, Grand Lodges ; but as the Brethren immedi-
ately concerned are probably the best judges of their own wants
and necessities we yield to their decision.

The proceedings appear to have been entirely regular and
in accordance with the Ancient Landmarks.

We therefore recommend that.the Recording Grand Secre-
tary be instructed to communicate to the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Wyoming, the fraternal recognition and cor-
dial congratulations of this Grand Lodge.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

SeErENO D. NICKFRSON,
. Tracy P. CHEEVER,
StepHEN W. TROWBRIDGE,

Commstiee.
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R.W. Sereno D. Nickerson submitted the follow-
ing amendment to the Grand Constitutions, and
the same was referred to R.'W. Samuel C. Law-
rence, W. William F. Annable,and W. L. Cushing
Kimball: —

-

Amend Part 1., Article 11., Section 1, by changing the order
of rank of all Grand Officers after the W. Grand Marshal to

conform to the following order : —
14. W. Grand Lecturers.
15. W. Senior Grand Deacon.
16. W. Junior Grand Deacon.
17. W. Grand Stewards.
18. W. Grand Sword-Bearer.
19. W. Grand Standard-Bearer.
20. W. Grand Pursuivants.

The committee to whom was referred the petition
of St.John’s Lodge, Boston, relating to its charter;
and the committee to whom wase referred the appeal
of Brother Albert F'. Kelley, relating to a question
of Masonic ruling, were granted further time.

No further business appearing, the Grand Lodge
was closed in Due Forw, at five minutes past five
o’clock, P. M. Prayer was offered by R.W. Rev.
Charles H. Titus.

A true abstract from the Records.

N Chcilos K. Sty

Recording Grand Secretary.
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Qbstract of Proceedings
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST

‘WorsHIPFUL GRAND LopGe or THE CoMm-
MONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS was held at the
Masonic Temple, in the city of Boston, on Wednes-
day, the ninth day of June, A. L. 5875, A. D.
1875.

OFFICERS PRESBENT.
M.W. PercrvaL LOwELL EVERETT Grand Master.

R.W. CHARLES A. WELCH . . . Deputy Grand Master.

R.W. HENRY CHICKERING, . . asSenior Grand Warden.
R.W.Lucrus W. LovELL . . . . Junior Grand Warden.

R.W. JoBN MCCLELLAN . . . . Grand Treasurer.
R.W.CeArRLEs H. TiTus . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.
B.W. WLiaM T. R.MAarvIN . . D.D.G. Master, District No. 1.
R.W.FRaNncisCHILDS . . . . . . ¢« District No. 2.
R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH . . o ¢« District No. 8.
R.W. GEORGE F. HoMER . . . . “ ¢ District No. 4.
RW.GEORGEF. BREED . . . . e ¢« District No. 6.



36 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [June 9,

R.W. WARREN CURRIER . . . D.D.G.Master, District No. 6.
R.W. BowpoIN S. PARKER . . s ¢ District No. 8.
R.W.JoaN R. DavisoN . . . ¢ s.  District No. 9.
R,W. JonN E. SHIPMAN . . . s ““ District No. 10.
RW. WoLi'm A.SMiTrH. . . s . District No. 11.
R.W. IrvING B. SAYLES . . . . e District No. 12.
R.W. GEORGE L. RHOADS . . s s District No. 18.
R.W. ABraHAM H. HOwLAND, JR. ¢ o District No. 14.
R.W.JoHN W. ATWOOD . . . ‘e s District No. 15.
R.W. Hosea KINGMAN . . . ““ “ District No, 16.
R.W. THEODORE N. FoQue . . o ¢ District No, 17.
R.W.JOoBN WETHERBEE . . . ¢ . District No. 18,
W. REv. JosHUA YOUNG . . . Grand Chaplain.

W. WiLLiam H. CHEssMAN . . Grand Marshal.

W. WiLuiaMm H. H. SOuLE . . Senior Grand Deacon.
W.CHARLESE. SMiTH. . . . Junior Grand Deacon.

W. MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS . Senior Grand Steward.

‘W. THOMAS W. DAVIS,

W. ALBERT H. W. CARPENTER, » Junior Grand Stewards.

W. HENRY STEPHENSON, }

W. BAYLIES SANFORD, JR. . . Grand Sword Bearer.

'W. FREDERICK D. ELY, )

W. HENRY S. BUNTON, ° § Grand Pursuivants.

‘W. THOMAS WATERMAN,

W. CHARLES M. AVERY, } .Grand Lecturers.

'W. J. FraNcis LorTs,

Beo. HowarRD M. Dow . . . Grand Organist.
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The Grand Lodge was opened in AMpLE Foru'
at two o'clock, P. M., with prayer by W. Rev.
Joshua Young, Grand Chaplain.

The Record of the Quarterly Communication of
March 10, 1875, was approved without reading,
the same having been distributed among the mem-
bers in printed form.

The Records of the Special Communications of
April 15, 1875, at Leominster, for the purpose of
dedicating the new Masonic hall of Wilder Lodge;
and of May 12, 1875, at Newtonville, for the pur-
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pose of dedicating the new Masonic hall of
Dalhousie Lodge, were read and approved.

By-Laws and amendments to By-Laws from the
following Lodges were presented for approval, and
referred to the Committee on By-Laws: —

ZETLAND, Boston. SAINT ALBAN’S, Foxborough.
JonN T. HEarp, Ipswich. PALESTINE, Everett.

SociaL HArRMONY, Wareham. RosweLL LEE, Springfield.
SAINT JoHN's, Newburyport. CHARLES H. Trrus, Taunton.
BaaLBEC, East Boston. MoUNT MORIAH, Westfield.

Proxies were presented from

BerHESDA LODGE, Valparaiso, Chili, in favor of Bro. T. G.
‘WADMAN.

CaLEB BUTLER LODGE, Ayer, in favor of W. BRO. GEORGE V.
BARRETT.

JorN HaNcock LopGE, Methuen, in favor of BRo. EDWARD F.
JOHNSON.

PLYMoUTH LODGE, Plymouth, in favor of W. Bro. Josiaxm C.
FULLER.

+ Kimve HiraM LoDGE, Provincetown, in favor of R.W. Bro. Jomx
W. ATWOOD,

-

The Brethren were recognized accordingly.

The following petitions for Charters for Lodges
now under Dispensation were received and referred
to the Committee on Charters: —

PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR NORFOLK LODGE.

To the Most Worshspful Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : —

We the undersigned, Master Masons, to whom your Most
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Woréhipfnl Grand Master issued a Dispensation, bearing date
May 18th, 1874, empowering us to form and open a Lodge,
now returning our Dispensation, with a record of all our proceed-
ings, and a copy of our By-Laws, respectfully pray, if these be
approved, for a Charter of Constitution, empowering us with
those who may hereafter join us, under the name of Norfolk
Lodge, of Needham, in the County of Norfolk, to perform all
the ceremonies and discharge all the duties at said Needham
appertaining to Ancient Craft Masonry, in accordance with the
Constitutions of the Grand Lodge.

EMERY GROVER, JAMES EDWIN CHAPMAN,
EpPWARD AUucUSTUS MILLS, JoHN TRUE ABBOTT,

* ELBRIDGE GERRY LEACH, EpwArDp DORSEY,
EpGcar HOWARD BOWERS, STEPHEN GANO ABBOTT,
THEODORE FRANK HANKS, GEORGE BELL HODGE,
JOHN FLINT EDWARDS, " AAroxN Twiaa,
LEWIS ARMSTRONG, JAMES PRINCE INGALS,
JOoHN NATHANIEL HENZEL, . WiLiaM HENDERSON NORTON,
THOMAS COKE EATON, ERBNEST B. WASSERMANN,
WILLIAM SCOTT, EpWARD WATERS PROCTOR,
BeNJAMIN FRANKLIN HARDING, ‘ANDREW THEODORE BEMmis,
JoBN MANLOVE HODGE, ALBION ROBUR CLAPP,
GeEORGE EpMUND OTIs, IsAAC RHOADES STEARNS,

Davip McDoUGAL LIVINGSTON, GEORGE FREDERICK GOULD,
JAMES SMITH.

NeeprAx, Mass., June 7, 1875.
PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR COCHICHEWICK LODGE.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of
*  Massachusetis : —

We, the undersigned, respectfully represent that a Dispen-
sation was granted, by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, for

, anew Lodge to be located in the town of North Andover, in-:

the County of Essex, said Dispensation being dated June éd,
1874.
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We now meost respectfully petition your Most Worshipfal
Body to grant us a Charter of Constitution. If the prayer of
this petition is granted, we promise a strict conformity to the
Constitutions, Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge.

Louis WL, JOsEPH F. ALLEN,

JOBN PARKHURST, . CHARLES F. JOHNSON,
JosEPH N. TAYLOR, HORACE N. STEVENS,
FREDERICK P. HANAFORD, Isaac S. DixoN,

S. WiLLiAM INGALLS, JAMES T. JOHNSON,
HENRY NEWHALL, - ROBERT BROOKHOUSE, JR.
HENRY KENISTON, CHARLES H. WRITER,
HirAM BERRY, MILON S. JENKINS,
JAMES A. MONTGOMERY, CHARLES P. MORRILL,
TroMAS K. GILMAN, NATHANIEL GAGE,
OLIVER R. GILE, WiLiamM B, CHADWICK.

NorTH ANDOVER, June 7, 1875.

The proceedings of Temple Lodge, East Bos-
ton, in the trial of Frederick O. Thomas, were
submitted to the Grand Lodge for approval, and
were referred to the Committee on Trials.

The decease of Bro. Eben F. Gay, Grand Tyler,
was announced by the Grand Master as having
occurred April 4, 1875, and R.W. Benjamin Dean,
'W. William H. Thomes and 'W. Joseph B. Mason,
were appointed a committee to prepare a suitable
memorial for the records of the Grand Lodge.

The Grand Master called the attention of the
" Brethren to the excellent portrait of Past Grand
Master Isaiah Thomas, which had been hung in the
Grand Lodge Hall since our last Quarterly Com-
munication, the generous gift of Morning Star
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Lodge, of Worcester; accompanied by the follow-
ing communication, which was read by the Grand
Master: —

WoRCEsTER, Mass., April 24, 1875.
To the R. W. Grand Secretary: —

Dear Sir,— In behalf of Morning Star Lodge, the under-
signed heg leave to present, for the acceptance of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, the accompanying portrait of the
late R.W. Past Grand Master, Isaiah Thomas.

It may be of interest to add that this portrait is a copy, by
Mr. C. K. Hardy of this city, of an older copy in our possession,
taken from the original picture owned by the American Anti-
quarian Society of Worcester.

Hoping that this memorial will prove acceptable to the
Grand Lodge, we remain, with great respect,

Fraternally yours,
HoraCE A. RICHARDSON,
WiLLiaM S. BAgTON,
WiLLiam L. CLARK, .
Commstice of Morning Star Lodge.

Past Grand Master John T. Heard moved that
the thanks of the Grand Lodge be tendered to
Morning Star Lodge, of Worcester, for their very
acceptable gift to the Grand Lodge of the portrait
of Past Grand Master Isaiah Thomas; and the
motion prevailed by unanimous vote. '

The following communication has been for-
warded to Morning Star Lodge by the MW
Grand Master: —
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GRAND LoDGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
Masoxic TemrLE, BosTON, *
June 10, 1875.

To
HoracE A. RICHARDSON,

WiLLiaM S. BARTON,

WicLiam L. CLaARK,
Worcester,

Commisttee of Morning Star Lodge: —

DeArR BRETHREN, — Your letter of the 24th April, together
with the portrait of Past Grand Master Isaiah Thomas, was
duly received, and presented to the Grand Lodge at its Quar-
terly Communication yesterday. It was unanimously voted to
accept this valued gift, and to present to your Lodge the thanks
of the Grand Lodge for the same.

I am,
Yours truly and fraternally,
PercivaL L. EVERETT,
Grand Master.

It being announced that Judge Owen A. Bassett,
M.W. Grand Master of Masons in Kansas; R.W.
John H. Brown, Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodge of Kansas, and R.W. John F. Burrill, Grand
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, were
in the ante-room, a committee was appointed by the
Grand Master, consisting of Past Grand Masters
R.W. Winslow Lewis, R.W. John T. Heard and
R.W. Sereno D. Nickerson, and the Deputy Grand
Master R.W. Charles A. Welch, who waited upon
the distinguished visitors, and conducted them to
the Grand East, the Brethren all rising. The
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Grand Master received the visiting Brethren in
behalf of the Grand Lodge, and assured them of
the great pleasure it gave him and our Massachu-
setts Brethren to welcome them among us, and
caused them to be seated upon his right.

The roll of the Lodges was called, and the fol-
lowing were found to be represented: —

ABERDOUR. ELioT. MizpaH.
ADELPHI. Essex. MONITOR.
ALFRED BAYLIES. EUREEA. MORNING STAR.
AMICABLE. FarrH. MONTACUTE.
Axrry. FELLOWSHIP. MONTGOMERY.
AXCIENT YORK. GATE OF THE TEMPLE. MosaIcC.
ARTISAN. GERMANIA. MouNT CARMEL.
ATHOL. GOLDEN FLEECE. MouNT HERMON.
ATHELSTAN. GRECIAN. MovunT HoPE.
BaALBEC. HAMPDEN. MovuNT HOREB
Bay StaTE. HexRY PRICE. (Woburn).
BELMONT. Hore. MOUNT LEBANON.
BeTHESDA (Brighton) . HYDE PARK. MOUNT OLIVET.
BeTHESDA JoBN CUTLER. MouNT TABOR.
(Valparaiso). JorN HANCOCK. MouNT VERNON.

Bristor. JORDAN. NorroLK UNION.
CaLEB BUTLER. JOSEPH WARREN. NORTH STAR.
CHARITY. KnLwiINNING. OLp COLONY.
CHARLES A. WELCH. KNG DaviD. ORANGE.
CeARLES H. TiTus. Kine Hiram. ORIENT.
CHICOPEE. KiING SoLOMON. ORPHAN'S HOPE.
COLUMBIAN. KONOHASSETT. PALESTINE.
CONSTELLATION. LAFAYETTE PAuL DEAN.
CORINTHIAN. (Boston nghla.nds) .PENTUCKET.
CRESCENT. LIBERTY. PrLGRIM.

. DALHOUSIE. MARINERS. PIONEER.
DELTA. MASSACHUSETTS. PLYMOUTH.
Dogic. MERRIMACK. PURITAN.

ELzuss. MIDDLESEX. PUTNAM.
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RABBONI. SAINT MARK'S. UxioN (Dorchester).
REVERE. SAINT MARTIN'S. UNITED BRETHREN.
RisiNGg StaRr. SAINT PAUL (Ayer). WASHINGTON.
ROBERT LasH. SAINT PAUL'S ‘WILDER.

RoswEeLL LEE. (South Boston). ‘WiLLIAM NORTH.
SAGGAHEW. STAR IN THE EAST. WILLIAM SUTTON.
SAINT ALBANS. STAR OF BETHLEHEM. WINSLOW LEWIS.
SAINT ANDREWS. StARR KING. ZETLAND.

SANT JoHN's(Boston) .TEMPLE.

- Brother Francis C. Whiston, of Boston, presented

to the Grand Lodge, the Masonic apron worn by the
Marquis de Lafayette on the occasion of laying the
corner stone of the Bunker Hill Monument, June
17, 1825, by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
when this distinguished visitor and Brother Mason
assisted in the imposing ceremonies of that occasion;
accompanied by the autograph remarks made by
Daniel Webster and Lafayette at the banquet
which followed, when Brother Whiston acted as
toast-master. Brother Whiston spoke as fol-
lows: —

REMARKS OF BROTHER F. C. WHISTON ON THE PRESEN-
TATION OF THE APRON WORN BY LAFAYETTE.
Most Worshipful Grand Master : —

By your kind indulgence I am here to-day to perform a
most grateful duty. Fifty years ago it was my privilege and
very great pleasure to be numbered with that countless throng
assembled on Bunker Hill, to witness the laying of the corner-
stone of that noble monument erected to commemorate the
brave deeds of that invincible band of heroes and patriots,
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who, upon that very hill fifty years before, made the first for-
midable armed resistance to British oppression, and by their
valor and indomitable courage taught an arrogant and inso-
lent foe a lesson more lasting than the granite column which
transmits to posterity the remembrance of a day never to be
forgotten in the history of our beloved country; and always
certainly to be remembered by all good Masons, for there our
most worthy Grand Master, the illustrious statesman, patriot,
and soldier, Joseph Warren, offered his precious young life, &
sacrifice upon the altar of his country’s liberties. Assembled
there upon that occasion were the surviving heroes of our Revo-
lution, conspicuous among whom, stood the dignified form of
the Marquis de Lafayette, the early and devoted friend of
Washington. At the close of the ceremony, and after the
delivery of the magnificent oration by Daniel Webster, the
Masonic portion of the assembly unclothed, preparatory to
proceeding to what was more properly known as Bunker Hill,
where a sumptuous dinner was partaken of by several thousand
persons. As my position, as one of the marshals of the day,
gave me the opportunity of being near the person of General
Lafayette, I received from him, in that graceful, bland, and
affable manner so peculiar to himself, the Masonic apron he
had worn during the ceremonies of the day, and which I have
faithfally preserved as a valuable memento of that great man,
and the interesting and important event it serves to call to
remembrance. But, as I shall, in all human probability, soon
reach the end of my mortal journey, and be compelled to leave
the care of this precious relic in other hands, it occurred to me
that I could find no safer, or more appropriate place of deposit
than the archives of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and
will, therefore, Most Worshipful Grand Master, with your per-
mission, commit it to your custody, that it may be placed with
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your other valuable mementos and records. And I have thought
it appropriate, and that it might be acceptable to the Grand
Lodge, were I to associate with the apron worn by Lafayette,
and commit to the same sacred depository, the toasts, and the
remarks connected therewith, offered at the dinner table, by
the President and orator of the day, Daniel Webster, and by
General Lafayette, the most distinguished guest of the ooca-
sion, — each in the handwriting of their respective authors, and
which were handed me, as toast-master, on that occasion, at
the time of their delivery, by these distinguished gentlemen.

The following are copies of the toasts referred to
by Brother Whiston: —
' BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION.

[DAMIEL WEBSTER.]

The President said he rose to propose a toast, in behalf of the
Directors of the Association. Probably he was already antici-
pated in the name which he should mention. It was well
known that the distinguished personage near him, from the time
when he first became acquainted with the object of the Associa-
tion, had taken much interest in it, and had expressed an
intention to be present at the ceremony of laying the corner-
stone. This purpose he had kindly remembered through the
long course of his visits to the several States. It was not at all
necessary to say, —indeed it could not be said,— how much
his presence had added to the interest and pleasure of the oc-
casion. He should proceed at once to the grateful duty which
the Directors had enjoined on him, and propose to the company
¢ Health and long life to General Lafayette.”

AT THE ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF THE 17ra. [1825.]

General Lafayette rose and expressed himself in the follow-
ing words : —
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Gentlemen : — I will not longer trespass on your time than to
thank you, in the name of my revolutionary companions in arms
and myself, for the testimonies of esteem and affection, I may
say, of filial affection, which have been bestowed upon us on the
memorable celebration of this anniversary day; and to offer our
fervent prayers for the preservation of that republican freedom,
equality, and self-government, that blessed union between the
States of the Confederacy for which we have fought and bled,
and on which rest the hopes of mankind. Permit me to pro-
pose the following sentiment : —

“ Buxker HiLr, and the holy resistance to oppression which
has already enfranchised the American hemisphere, the next
half century jubilee’s toast shall be: to enfranchised Europe.

R.W. Past Grand Master, John T. Heard
moved the acceptance of the apron and papers, with
the thanks of the Grand Lodge to Brother
‘Whiston, in the words following : —

REMARKS OF R. W. JOHN T. HEARD, ON THE ACCEPTANCE
OF THE LAFAYETTE APRON.

Nost Worshipful : —

I claim the plessure of moving that this priceless gift be
heartily received by us, and our warmest thanks be presented
to the donor of it.

Though a school-boy, I remember vividly the two visits of
Lafayette to Boston, one in 1824, the other in 1825. The first
occurred on a beautiful morning in August. The enthusiasm
of the people on his reception on Boston Neck knew no bounds.
The entire avenue from Boston to Roxbury was lined with an
excited multitude. The roar of cannon from Boston Common,
from ¢ Dorchester Heights ” and from other points, added to



48 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [June 9,

the excitement of the occasion. His person, as I recollect it,
is faithfully represented by the portrait in the south-west corner
of this hall. On the line of procession from Roxbury to the
State House in Boston were displayed, as decorations, flags of
every country, and triumphal arches were erected from point to
point, bearing appropriate mottoes. One of them I remember
well ; it was — )
¢ We bow not the neck, we bend not the knee,
But our hearts, Lafayette, we surrender to thee.”

Daring the sucéeeding ten months the ¢¢ Nation’s Guest,” as
Lafayette was warmly characterized, visited nearly every im-
portant city in what was then the United States. His reception
everywhere was a spontaneous outbreak of gratitude for ome
who had been a nation’s helper in the time of a nation’s need.
It must be remembered that in those days the facilities we en-
joy of travelling by railroad did not exist; hence it will appear
that his extended journey required much time, and must have
been toilsome, to one of his age, in no small degree.

In June, 1825, he returned to Boston for the purpose of
assisting at the laying of the corner-stone of the Bunker-Hill
Monument. On the morning of the 17th June he visited the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and was received by that Body
in & manner becoming his distinguished character as a Mason
and public man.

Of course, I shall never forget the occasion of laying the
corner-stone of that memorial. The day was warm and
pleasant, enabling thousands upon thousands to witness the
ceremonies. To me, the Masonic portion of the pageant won
my admiration, though, perhaps, I felt a little of awe as I
beheld it. - '

The toast of Lafayette, which has been read, I remember dis-
tinctly. It made at the time an impression upon my mind
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which has never been effaced. At one time, in 1848, I thought
that the prediction in it was to be fully realized. Politics in
Europe then seemed to point to ** enfranchised Europe ;” but
the half century has passed without its realization. Doubtless
there has been & preparation within the last fifty years among
the masses for republican forms of government, but the form is,
with one exception, still wanting.

Again, Most Worshipful, I move the thanks of this Grand
Lodge, as I have proposed.

The motion was seconded by R. W. William
S. Gardner, and passed by unanimous vote.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE APRON OWNED AND WORN
BY GENERAL JOSEPH WARREN, PAST GRAND MASTER. )

The Grand Master submitted the following state-
ment to the Grand Lodge: —

A short time since I learned that the apron worn and owned
by our illustrious Past Grand Master Major-General Joseph
Warren, was worn by our late Brother Capt. Josiah Sturgis at
the laying of the corner-stone of the Washington Monument at
the National Capital.

In his address before a large multitude of Brethren and others .
assembled on that occasion, and previous to the ceremonies of
laying the corner-stone, the Grand Master of the District of
Columbia alluded to this apron in the following words (he him-
self wearing the apron which had belonged to Washington) : —

“This grand and imposing assemblage is, at this moment,
graced and honored with the presence of the Royal Arch apron,
owned and worn by General Joseph Warren, who fell at the
battle of Bunker Hill, the first heroic martyr of high rank who
poured out his blood in the cause of American liberty.
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¢ General Warren was Grand Master of Masons in America.
The apron to which I have alluded is now in the possession of
a worthy Brother of the Craft, who has journeyed from Boston
to this city to join in these ceremonies, and has brought with him
that sacred relic of the- past, that the name of Warren, immor-
talized by his patriotism, his valor, and his early but glorious
death, might be associated here in the never-to-be-forgotten
ceremonies of this day, with the name of Washington.
Wreathe them together in your memories, my Brethren, in an
unfading chaplet, and wear them in your hearts!”

This apron was presented by the heirs of General Warren to
Hon. Benjamin Russell, who was not only a very active and
zealous Mason, —having held the high position of Grand Master

" of this Grand Lodge for three years, —but one of the most
prominent men in New England. He was editor of the
¢ Columbian Centinel,” a semi-weekly newspaper, which under
his control was for forty years one of the most influential
organs of the federal party in New England. He repeatedly
represented Boston in both branches of the State Legislature,
and was for one or two terms a member of the Executive Coun-
cil. Past Grand Master Russell presented this apron to
Captain Josiah Sturgis, who for some years ¢ommanded the
United States Revenue Cutter stationed at this port. On
examining the will of Brother Sturgis, at the Probate Court, I
found the following paragraph (my object being to procure this
apron for the Grand Lodge if possible) : ¢ I will and bequeath
to the heirs of the Honorable Benjamin Russell, a Royal Arch
Mason’s apron, formerly his property, to be by them presented
to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts if they deem it necessary
so to do.”

There are now living two heirs of R.W. Brother Benjamin
Russell, both daughters well advanced in life.



1875. ] THE @RAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 51

And now, Brethren, in their name and in their behalf, I pre-
sent to the Grand Lodge this priceless relic, to be forever
preserved in its archives. :

R.W. Sereno D. Nickerson moved the accept-
ance of the apron, with the thanks of the Grand
Lodge, as follows: —

REMARKS OF R.W. SERENO D. NICKERSON, ON THE PRE-
SENTATION OF THE WARREN APRON.

Most Worshapful Grand Master : —

You have indeed most fitly described this memento of Joseph
Warren as a priceless relic. We may well regard it almost with
awe and reverence. Most wisely has it been carefully preserved
hitherto, and most appropriately is it now committed to the care-
of the Grand Lodge, the successor.of that Body over which he
so faithfully and honorably presided for the five years previous
to his death. Under the authority of a commission from the
Grand Master of Scotland, appointing him Provincial Grand
Master for Boston, and within one hundred miles of the same,
he organized the Massachusetts Grand Lodge on the day of St.
John the Evangelist, Dec. 27, 1769. In 1772, by the same
authority, his jurisdiction was extended over all North America.
During General Warren’s administration forty Communications
of the Grand Lodge were held, and he presided at all but four.
The records of St. Andrew’s and Massachusetts Lodges show
that he was also a frequent visitor at their meetings, both
officially and otherwise. Such regularity and constancy prove
his interest in our Fraternity as well as his conscientious fidelity
to duty. We shall be more strongly impressed with this idea
when we consider that he was surrounded by a young family,
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engaged in a large and growing practice as a physician, an
active member of the numerous organizations then springing up
for the protection of the liberties of the people, such as the
‘Committee of Safety, the Committee of Correspondence, the
Sons of Liberty, etc., a frequent orator on anniversary occa-
sions and at town meetings, a constant contributor to the
columns of the press, and engaged in active correspondence with
the leading men in all the thirteen colonies. 'When we consider
" the pressing nature of these various duties, and the admirable
manner in which he discharged them all, we cannot fail to be
filled with wonder and gratitude that he should find time and
inclination for the performance of so much Masonic labor, and
has thus shed lustre upon the annals of the Fraternity. Of that
noble band of patriots none was more ardently loved and
admired, and when he laid down his young life upon the field of
Bunker Hill all the people mourned. To this day, of the many
who thought it sweet and glorious to die for their country im
that almost hopeless struggle, the memory of not one is more
tenderly and lovingly cherished. We share with our country-
men in these emotions, but as Masons we love, and honor and
mourn our noble and zealous Grand Master. To us any-
thing that he had touched or worn, and especially that emblem
of innocence, the badge of a Mason, which he had so carefully
preserved and so dignified and adorned, is more precious than
rubies. Let us lay it up with our most cherished archives, and
whenever we look upon it let us remember with pride and grati-
tude the truly Masonic virtues of him who wore it.
Most Worshipful Grand Master, I move that this relic be ac-
cepted with gratitude, and that the Grand Secretary be instructed
to communicate the thanks of the Grand Lodge to the donors.

R.W. John T. Heard seconded the resolution
in the words following: —
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REMARKS OF R.W: JOBHN T. HEARD, ON THE PBESENTA-
TION OF THE WARREN APRON.

Nost Worshipful : —

I beg to second the motion of R.W. Brother Nickerson, and
do so with my whole heart. So valuable, priceless a gift
deserves the warmest thanks of this Grand Lodge to the givers.

The evidence which accompanies the apron, that it belonged
to and was worn by Brother Joseph Warren, is ample and needs
no confirmation. If additional testimony were needed to es-
tablish its identity and validity, it would be found in the
emblems which adorn it. They are those of the Royal Arch
degree, —a degree recognized, in 1769, only by members of our
fraternity in America with whom Warren was especially
affiliated.

It will be remembered that for more than half a century pre-
vious to 1813 there existed in England two Grand Lodges which
did not fraternize, to say the least; one was distinguished (by
its rival) as ¢ Moderns,” the other as ¢ Ancients.” The latter
created the Royal Arch degree.

At the same time, in this country, there were two Grand
Lodges, the ¢ Saint John’s” and the ‘¢ Massachusetts” ; the
former being classed as ¢ Moderns,” the latter as ¢ Ancients.”
The ¢ Ancients ” recognized the Royal Arch degree created by
the ¢ Ancients ” in England, while ¢ Saint John’s” did not
recognize it. The relations of these two bodies were not more
harmonious than those subsisting between the two Grand
Lodges in England ; that is, they did not unite socially.

Warren’s Grand Lodge (Massachusetts), though it derived
its powers from Scotland, passed into the ranks of the
“ Ancients,” because, probably the Grand Lodge of Scotland
sympathized, as is written, with the Grand Lodge of ‘¢ Ancients ”
of England.
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It was natural that the Grand Lodge on this side of the ocean,
whose members were classed as ‘¢ Ancients,” should adopt and
maintain the Royal Arch degree; and that its insignia should
have been worn by them. The apron of Warren would, there-
fore, bear the emblems of this degree, since it denoted the
highest rank of the branch of the Masonic fraternity to which
he was attached.

In view of these facts it seems to me that the valuable relic
which we have received carries in itself strong circumstantial
evidence that it was a part, at least, of the Masonic regalia of
Joseph Warren, which adorned his person at the time.he was
Grand Master of the Massachusetts Grand Lodge.

I again most heartily second the motion presented for the
action of the Grand Lodge, and trust that the gift will be well
secured from destruction by fire.

The motion was adopted by unanimous vote.
R.W. William S. Gardner submitted the follow-

ing remarks and motion: —

REMARKS OF R.W. WILLIAM 8. GARDNER, ON MOVING
THAT AN ANNUITY BE GRANTED TO THE DONORS
OF THE WARREN APRON.
Most Worshspful : —

The Royal Arch apron which has been presented this day
brings us into close and personal relations with the distin-
guished Brother who in his lifetime was accustomed to wear it.
The Royal Arch in former times was recognized as a part of the
Masonic system, according to the ¢ Antients.” In those days
there was no distinct Charter for conferring this and its asso-
ciated degrees; the Body was called a Royal Arch Lodge, and
it was held under the sanction of a Lodge Warrant. The
Charter of St. Andrew’s Lodge was used here in Boston,
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for this purpose. 'Warren received the grade by virtue of the
sanction of St. Andrew’s Charter. As late as 1790 this Lodge
voted ¢ that the Royal Arch Lodge be indulged with the use of
the Charter of St. Andrew’s Lodge as long as the majority of
the members of the Royal Arch Lodge are members of St.
Andrew’s Lodge.” The order of Knights Templars was also
conferred under the same sanction. This apron is therefore a
relic, not of a Masonic organization unknown to the Lodge,
but of a Lodge held by virtue, and under the protection, of &
Lodge Warrant. This Grand Lodge for three quarters of a
century has carefully preserved a lock of Washington’s hair.
It has now had confided to its safe-keeping the apron of Warren.
These two illustrious names are associated with our country’s
history. They are dear to us as Masons, and let us hope that
these two relics may continue for centuries to remind our suc-
cessors in this Grand Lodge of the virtues, courage and
patriotism of George Washington and Joseph Warren.

Most Worshipful Sir, I arose for the special purpose of mak-
ing a motion. I have been informed that the ladies who have so
kindly given to the Grand Lodge this apron, might, with pro-
priety, become honored beneficiaries of the Grand Lodge.
They are daughters of Past Grand Master Benjamin Russell, who.
was & man of great influence and high position in public life in
his generation. It would seem, therefore, that the order I
submit should receive the approval of the Grand Lodge.

Ordered, That an annuity of one hundred dollars be paid to
each of the daughters of Past Grand Master Benjamin Russell,
Mrs. Charlotte L. Wheelwright and Miss Henrietta M. Russell,
to be paid by the Grand Treasurer on the seventeenth day of
June in"each year, during their respective lives.

The order, being duly seconded, was passed by
unanimous vote.
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R.W. Benjamin Dean submitted the following
report on the death of Brother Eben F. Gay : —

BEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF GRAND
TYLER, BROTHER EBEN F. GAY.

Ixn Graxp Lobee, June 9, 1875.

Our deceased Brother Eben Flagg Gay was installed as
Grand Tyler on the 27th of December, 1855, and for each year
thereafter until 1872. He was again installed in the same
office December 29, 1874, for the year 1875. After a long
Masonic life he died with his sword in hand.

Brother Gay was an excellent example of the beneficent
teachings of our Institution in onme of its most important
features. He had great kindness of heart, and was ready to
wear himself out in good works for others. He had great
geniality of manner, which made him an excellent companion.
He was not deficient in any of those traits which made the
hearts of those who knew him well yearn towards him. Bat,
while not deficient in other qualities, his great characteristic
was that truly Masonic virtue, fidelity.

If there is any virtue which Masonry peculiarly inculcates, it
is fidelity, faithfulness, truth. Its possession gives courage,
manliness and honor in all our dealings with our fellow-men.

Let the teachings of the Lodge in this respect have their
‘perfect work, and this virtue becomes so developed in the mem-
bers of our society, that it pervades all the dealings of the
individual Brother and becomes a part of his very nature.

This was the case with Brother Gay. His faithfulness in
every trust made his services desired by everybody, and his love
of Masonry attracted the attention of those holding the
patronage of our Society.

As he opened the doors of earthly Lodges to the true and
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faithful, may we not hope that his truth and faithfulness will
assure the opening to him of that grandest of all Lodges,
where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary find rest.
Bexsauy Deax,
WiLiax W. TroMES,
JoszpH B. Masox,
Commaties.

The report was accepted, and ordered to be
recorded.

The Committee on Ritual submitted their report
of the work and lectures of the second degree,
and on motion of R.W. Henry Chickering, the
ritual as set forth by the committee was unani-
mously adopted as the work and lectures of this
degree for all Lodges under the jurisdiction of this
Grand Lodge.

R.W. Tracy P. Cheever presented the report of
the committee appointed to consider the propriety
of appointing a Board of Trials, or a Masonic Com-
mission to conduct Masonic Trials.

REPORT ON A COMMISSION FOR MASONIC TRIALS.

In GRaxp Loper or MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNIOATION,
June 9, 1878.

The committee to whom was referred at the last Quarterly .
Communication of this Grand Lodge, the following vote, viz. :
¢ Voted, That a committee of five be appointed to consider and
report mpon the expediency of adopting some plan whereby all



58 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [June 9,

Masonic trials shall be had before some Board or Commission
of the Grand Lodge,” have given the subject-matter entrusted
to them such attention as it has been in their power to bestow,
and respectfully report : —

. That even a superficial consideration of the subject leads at
once to certain fundamental principles, which are hever to be
disregarded, even in the farthest expansion of methods or instru-
mentalities. It is obvious that the end and object of a Masonic
trial is to secure the accomplishment of strict Masonic justice
between the parties to the issue ; not always the justice which is
sought by litigants under civil, military or ecclesiastical law, —
not the rude judgment which has its foundation in that which is
sometimes rather loosely called natural justice, but the justice
which is founded upon the large, the comprehensive and benevo-
lent principles of Masonic wisdom and philosophy. More
strictly considered, such a trial is to ascertain whether the accused
is, or is not, worthy to retain his honorable connection with the
whole Fraternity of honorable Masons, or whether, by reason of
accusations properly made and legally proved, that connection
is to be severed or suspended. These observations, of course,
apply solely to the class of offences which form, or which cer-
tainly should form, the basis of a trial, or of such an investiga-
tion and judgment as shall rightfully dissolve the Masonic con-
nection of the respondent with the Fraternity. Doubtless there
may be certain minor faults or peccadilloes, which, when duly
proved against a member of a Lodge, may suffice, in the estima-
tion of his Brethren, to suspend or to terminate his connection
with the Lodge as a member. But the crimes, or the acts, com-
mitted by a Mason which are of sufficient obliquity to sever the
bond by which the entire Fraternity have been bound to him,
and he to them, are those for which he is' to be Masonically
tried and sentenced ; and to this class of offences, not only the
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best principles, but the best methods, are to be applied. It may
therefore be assumed, without indicating all the steps leading
to this conclusion, that the entire Fraternity of the jurisdiction
is directly interested in all the processes and results of the trial
of one of its members ; and that the Lodge to which he may happen
to belong is only interested as an integral part of the Fraternity.
By the common law of Masonry in this country, no less than by
the Constitutions of the different jurisdictions, the severance of
the'‘connection of the criminal from the entire Body is to be adjudged
or determined by that Body organically through the decree and
_direction of its Grand Lodge. Accordingly we find that by our
own constitutional enactments, although the trial of an offender
is primarily had before the Lodge of which he is a member, or
which has jurisdiction over him as a sojourner, yet the Grand
Lodge itself is his ultimate and effective trier, because, as a
Court of last resort, it determines the case. This brings us,
then, to the consideration of the question, whether the present
methods of what may be properly called the preliminary trial
by the Lodge, are practically the wisest and most judicious for
the good of the whole. The experience of the past few years
should be carefully considered in the determination of a question
like this. Owing to causes which need not here be mentioned,
the recent uuparalleled growth of the Fraternity has, by its
natural consequences, involved the Lodges in a somewhat
beterogeneous membership, a class of which has given rise tomore
numerous Masonic trials than any former experience afforded.
Under the present system, and under the regulations of the
Constitutions, these trials have been conducted by the Lodges.
-Many of the cases have been tried under a limited knowledge
of the principles involved, and by methods which could not
secure the approbation of the Grand Lodge. The proceedings
in many of them have been accordingly set aside after a careful
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review of the records by which they were presented. In many
cases, even where the proceedings have been confirmed, the
Grand Lodge has been obliged to tread upon the very verge of
Masonic justice and propriety, for the purpose of sustaining
against informal and irregular methods what seemed to be &
just conclusion of its subordinate. It is no disparagement to the
Masonic skill or character of the masters or members of Lodges,
to say that they are generally unfitted, by previous education
and training, to conduct a trial, the intricacies of which may
often demand & full knowledge of the principles and methods of
administration of the Masonic law. Nor can it be reasonubly
expected that the Secretary of a Lodge, coming, perhaps, to his
first experience in this line of duty, should possess such a de_ree
of the requisite skill as will enable him to present an adequate
and accurate record of the trial. This record must exhibit such
a case as will enable the Grand Lodge itself to form an intelli-
gent opinion and to issue its final decree ; and should be such as
will suffice, for generations to come, to vindicate the Grand
Lodge in its judgment. In spite of the marked care and labori-
ous diligence with which the Secretaries of Lodges have en-
deavored to make up their records of trials, many of these
records have proved insufficient under the tests of the Masonic
law, and scarcely one of them has been perfect. Experience
has farther shown that trials by Lodges have often engendered bit-
ter feelings among the members ; that cliques and parties, favor-
able and unfavorable to the respondent, have been formed, and
that, whatever may have been the result of the trial, a sting has
been left behind in many breasts, and that the old harmonies have
perhaps not yet been restored. The stifling air of an all-night
session has left not alone its deleterious influence upon the bodies
of the Brethren, but in some instances has poisoned their minds
and hearts. The result of a trial obtained under such disad-
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vantages has often afforded little satisfaction to either of the
contending parties, or to the Fraternity as a whole. Before a
tribunal which, ander the usual circumstances of a trial and its
probabilities, must be considered more free and impartial than a
Lodge, the evils to which we have referred may be avoided, or
at least reduced to the minimum of mischief. Your committee,
while weighing carefully the various considerations applicable
to the subject, and especially looking to the experience of recent
years as a guide to just conclusions, have thought that it may
be more wise and judicious to have all charges of Masonic
offences in this jurisdiction, tried by the Grand Lodge itself.
It is at once obvious that no such trial can be had directly before
the whole body assembled in Grand Communication. It should
therefore be conducted by a Board or Commission of members
of the Grand Lodge, appointed by the Grand Master for their
qualifications and adaptation to such labor, which Board would,
of course, for all preliminary trials, such as the Lodges now
conduct, be the eyes and the ears of the Grand Lodge, its direct
and immediate representative. Such a Board, for effective and
practical work should consist of not more than five members, and
one of them should be its President and Recording Officer. A
fall and accurate report of each trial should be made by the
President, to be filed in the archives of the Recording Grand
Secretary, tn perpetuam memoriam. A succinct report of each
case should be made, and every case should be passed upon by the
Grand Lodge, which should make the final decree or judgment,
as is now provided in the trials by Lodges. The Grand Lodge,
in its Quarterly Communications, would thus exercise its powers
as a Court of Appeals, as at present. Three of the commis-
sioners should constitute a quorum of the Board, and should
concur in any finding or sentence.

Inasmuch as expense would necessarily be incurred in trials
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before the commissioners,and as the duties of the President
would be arduous and absorptive of time, your committee are
of the opinion that he should be 'pa.id a reasonable sum for his
services, while the other commissioners would doubtless serve
without compensation.

It will be observed that this plan of trials changes nothing
inherent in our system, as regards the principles upon which a
respondent is to be tried. Indeed, it scarcely changes the
methods of trial. The preliminary forum, alone, is different ; the
men who act as triers are not the same, but they are neverthe-
less Masons and members of the Grand Lodge ; not partakers in
the passions or prejudices which may be engendered among the
members of Lodges, on the one side or the other, but removed
from and above them; free, yet bound to try every Brother
fairly, independently, justly and charitably. If a change like
this were to operate as a change of any principle or landmark in
Masonry, your committee, appreciating the great advantages
of stability in our Fraternity, would hesitate long before recom-
mending such change. But from a change of mere methods or
instrumentalities, the genius of Masonry, ever open to the prog-
ress of the ages, is not averse. We travel by steam and horse-
car to our Lodges, and build our temples under the blazing
illumination of gas-light, while our fathers, of but a generation
back, rode bareback to their meetings, and laid every brick of
their work under the feeble glimmer of a tallow-candle. If we
can discern a better way of doing what was always and now is
a desirable or necessary thing to do, but what has been done in
an imperfect way, we shall remove no true landmark of Masonry
by choosing the better way.

In order to accomplish in practice the views of your com-
mittee, if the Grand Lodge should concur in these views, it will
be necessary to amend the Grand Constitutions, Article 4th’
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Your committee have recast the arti&:le, and herewith present it
in the form of a new article, entitled Article 4th ; embracing the
subject of trials, to be substituted for the present regulations.
Having thus briefly stated their views upon this important
matter, your committee respectfully commend them to the care~
ful consideration of the Grand Lodge.
Tracy P. CHEEVER,
BENJaMIN DEAN,
Epwix WriaHT,
‘WareeN B. ErLLis,

Joan H. RoBErTS,
Comvmsties.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE IV. OF THE GRAND
CONSTITUTIONS.

ARTICLE IV. .,
Tr1iALS, SUSPENSIONS AND EXPULSIONS.

Section I. The Grand Master shall annually appoint a
Board of five members of the Grand Lodge, to be styled the
Commissioners of Trials. The first named of said Board shall
be the president and recording officer thereof, and three mem-
bers shall constitute a quorum. Whenever a member of a
Lodge, or a Brother under this jurisdiction shall be accused of
any offence, which, if proved, would subject him to expulsion
or suspension from the rights and privileges of Masonry, the
proceedings in the premises shall be conducted agreeably to the
following rules : —

1. The accusation shall be made in writing, with specifica-
tions of the offence, under the signature of a Master Mason,
and given in charge to the President of the Board, who, under
direction of the Board, shall cause the accused to be served with
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an attested copy of the charges, together with a summons to
appear within twenty days from the date of said summons, and
make such answer to the charges as he may desire. Such ap-
pearance may be made in person before the President, or by
filing an answer in writing with the President. If the residence
of the accused be out of the Commonwealth, or unknown, the
commissioners may proceed to examine the charges ez parte;
but if known, and out of the Commonwealth, & summons shall
be sent him, by mail or otherwise, sixty days, at least, before the
time appointed for his appearance. The service and the return
thereof shall be according to regulations to be made by the
commissioners, and when so made, shall be conclusive.

2. The examination of the charges shall be had at some
convenient place and time, to be designated by the commis-
sioners, of which due notice shall be given, and no visitors shall
be admitted, except as counsel or witnesses. Unless otherwise
ordered by the commissioners, the testimony may be taken by
the President, who shall reduce the same to writing, to be sub-
mitted to the Board. Witnesses, if Masons, shall testify on
their honor as such. Other witnesses shall be duly sworn be-
fore their testimony is taken.

8. Any Brother may appear as counsel in support of, or in
opposition to, the charges, before the President during the taking
of the testimony, and before the commissioners in the argu-
ment of the cause.

4. A full record of the proceedings in each case shall be
made by the President, to be transmitted to the Recording
Grand Secretary, by him to be placed on file. A succinct
report of each case shall also be made, embracing in substance the
action of the commissioners thereon, including the sentence, if
any, imposed upon the respondent, which, if approved, shall
stand as the judgment of the Grand Lodge. The finding of the
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commissioners shall be conclusive as to matters of fact, but
their doings in other respects, in each case tried before them,
shall be subject to correction or review by the Grand Lodge,
who may order a new trial, or otherwise dispose of the case.

Secrion II. Any five members of a Lodge, or the District
Deputy Grand Master, may impeach the Master of said Lodge
before the Grand Master, who shall order an investigation of
the charges; and if, in his opinion, they are well founded and of
a character to justify the proceeding, he may suspend the delin-
quent and summon him to appear before the commissioners for
trial. The foregoing rules, as far as the same shall be applica-
ble, shall be observed in the trial of a Master of a Lodge before
the commissioners.

Seorton ITI. The President of the commissioners shall re-
ceive for his services and for necessary expenses in each case,
such compensation as the Grand Master shall determine and
allow, upon the certificate and recommendation of the commis-
sioners therein. ’

SecrioN IV. Whenever a complaint against a member of a
Lodge shall be presented to the commissioners, the Lodge
of which he is a member shall, prior to the time appointed for
the trial of the complaint, deposit with the President of the
Board the sum of fifty dollars toward defraying the expenses of
such trial, unless otherwise ordered by the Grand Master. In
case of complaints against unaffiliated Masons, the commis-
sioners shall make such order in regard to the expenses of the
trial as they shall deem just. )

Secriox V. An expulsion or suspension of a Brother from a
Royal Arch Chapter or a Comman;iery of Knights Templars,
shall not operate as an expulsion or suspension from Masonry,
or from the Lodge of which he is a member. )

Skcrion VI. No Lodge under this jurisdiction shall expel or
suspend a member from the rights of Masonry.



66 ABSTRAOT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [June 9,

The report was accepted, and the proposed
amendment referred to R.W. William S. Gardner,
Sereno D. Nickerson and Edward Avery.

The Committee on Ritual presented their report
on the work and lectures of the third degree ;
and on motion of R.W. Henry Chickering the re-
port was unanimously adopted as the ritual of this
Grand Lodge for the work and lectures of the
third degree.

Voted, That the Committee on Ritual be continued until
further ordered by the Grand Lodge.

Voted, That the Committee on Ritual be instructed to con-
sider the propriety of preparing a Masonic Trestle Board for the
use of the Lodges in this jurisdiction.

Voted, That the Committee on Ritual be instructed to com-
municate (orally) the work and lectures of the three degrees as
now adopted by the Grand Lodge, to the Grand Lecturers, and
to such other officers of the Grand Lodge and Masters of
Lodges as may apply for the same.

The committee to whom had been referred the
proposed amendments to the Grand Constltutlons,
submitted their report as follows: —

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON AMENDMENTS TO THE
GRAND CONSTITUTIONS.
. Ix tHE GRAND LopGE, June 9, 1875.
To the Most Worshspful Grand Lodge : —
The committee, to whom certain amendments to the Grand
Constitutions were referred at the last Quarterly Communica-
tion, respectfully report as the result of their deliberations : —
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That while the committee favor the design of the proposition
to amend Section 17, Article VIII., Part I., in lieu of the
present form of the proposition, they submit the following
amendment : —

Amend Part I., Article VIII., Section 17, by striking out the
words, * before the Grand Lodge, on the Thursday following
the Annual Communication in December in each year,” and
substitute therefor the words ¢ at such times and in such places
as the Grand Master shall direct,” and by making such minor
changes in the phraseology that the section will then read,
“ Three Past Masters shall be annually appointed Grand
Lecturers, whose duty it shall be to exemplify, for the benefit of
the Brethren generally, the work and lectures of the several
degrees at such times and in such places as the Grand Master
shall direct.”

In the judgment of the committee, the proposed amendment
to Section 10, Article VIII., Part I., ought not to pass. The
adoption of the amendment recommended by the committee will
afford ample opportunity for the District Deputy Grand Masters
to hold exemplifications of the work and lectures of the degrees
without any actual compulsion, which would be found at times
positively inexpedient and burdensome.

The committee recommend the adoption of the proposition to
amend Part I., Article II., Section 1, by changing the rank of
the Grand Officers after W. Grand Marshal, 80 as to conform to
the following order : —

14. W. Grand Lecturers.

15. W. Senior Grand Deacon.
16. 'W. Junior Grand Deacon.
17. W. Grand Stewards.

18. 'W. Grand Sword-Bearer.
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19. W. Grand Standard-Bearer.
20. W. Grand Pursuivants.
Respectfully submitted.
SamueL C. LAWRENCE,
WiLLiam F. ANNABLE,
L. CusaEiNG KmMBALL,
Commiittes.

The report was accepted. The recommendation
of the committee to amend Part I., Article II,
Section 1, was adopted by a unanimous vote.

The amendment of Part I., Article VIII., Sec-
tion 17, proposed by the committee as a substitute
for the amendment which had been referred to
them, was referred to R.W. William S. Gardner,
Sereno D. Nickerson and Edward Avery.

R.W. John McClellan moved that five hundred
dollars ($500) be appropriated for charitable pur-
poses, to be disbursed by the Committee on Charity,
and the motion prevailed.

Grand Master Bassett, of Kansas, before retiring
from the Grand Lodge, spoke of the pleasure he had
enjoyed in being present at this Communication
of the Grand Lodge, and commended the methods
of business and character of the work he had
witnessed. He was conducted from the hall with
due honor, the Brethren all rising.

The Committee on By-Laws made report, which
was accepted, and the recommendations adopted.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.

Ix Graxp Lopae, Bosrox, June 9, 1875.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Master and Members : —

The Committee on By-Laws have examined amendments to
By-Laws, submitted by Zetland Lodge, of Boston ; Charles H.
Titus Lodge, of Taunton; Palestine Lodge, of Everett and
St. John’s Lodge, of Newburyport, and recommend their ap-
proval; also the amendment to By-Laws of Soeial Harmony
Lodge, of Wareham, with some slight changes made by the
committee.

The fuall codes submitted by

St. Alban’s Lodge, of Foxboro,

John T. Heard Lodge, of Ipswich,

Roswell Lee Lodge, of Springfield,

Baalbec Lodge, of East Boston,"

Mount Moriah Lodge, of Westfleld,
have received the careful attention of the committee, and many
changes have been made to bring them in accord with the
Constitutions and regulations of the M.W. Grand Lodge.
These changes have been made after consultation with officers
or representatives of the several Lodges, and are acceptable to
them. None of ‘the codes contain description of seal, as re-
quired by regulations of the Grand Lodge.

With the changes made by the committee, and description of
seal being furnished, we recommend the approval of the five
fall codes.

In conclusion, the committee cannot refrain from calling the
attention of the Lodges and members of the Craft, having in
charge the preparation of full codes or amendments to By-Laws,
to the regulations relating to By-Laws adopted by the M.W.
Grand Lodge at the Quarterly Meeting in June, 1878, Careful



70 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [June 9,

conformity to those regulations will save much trouble to the
Lodge and the examining committee.
Fraternally submitted,
WirLiam F. SavLmon,
TaOoMAS W. DAvis,
Commitice.

The committee to whom was referred a com-
munication relating to Masonic insurance, submitted
the following report : —

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MASONIC INSURANCE.
BosTtox, June 8, 1875,
To the M. W. Grand Master and members of the M. W. Grand Lodge
of Massachusetis : —

At the last Quarterly Meeting, the undersigned were appointed

a Committee to consider the following petition : —
To the M.W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetis: —

The undersigned respectfully petitions that the M.W. Grand
Lodge consider the expediency of recognizing, and regulating,
or exercising a suitable supervision over such co-operative Life
Insurance Associations as have been, or may be, established
within the body of Freemasonry, and the jurisdiction of this
Grand Lodge, for the purpose of ensuring a better protection of
the rights of individual Brethren, who may unite themselves
therewith.

BensaMiN Pore,
Prest. of Eastern Mass. Mutual Relicf Association.

In the discharge of our duty we have given the petitioner a
hearing, and have carefully considered the subject in all its

bearings.
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‘We find that the Legislature of Massachusett by actss, passed
in 1874 and 1875, evidently attempted to provide security by law
for associations of the character mentioned, and that there is
nothing in the Constitutions of ‘this M.W. Grand Lodge to
prevent Masonic Mutual Relief Associations from availing them-
selves of the provisions of said acts.

We also find that our Grand Constitutions provide ample
protection for Masons in their several relations to the Craft in
general, to particular Lodges, or to individual Brothers.

We therefore report that it is inexpedient to take further
action on the petition.

Fraternally submltted
WiLiam F. SaLmon,
ELsar W. Bure,
CHARLES D. ANNABLE,
Comvmitiee,

The report was accepted.

The committee to whom was referred the appeal
of Brother Albert F'. Kelley from the ruling of the
‘W. Master of John Cutler Lodge, in the case set
forth in the appeal, made report.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE APPEAL OF A. F.
KELLEY.

In Graxp LopeE, June 9, 1875.

- The committee 'oo whom was referred the appeal of Brother
A. F. Kelley from the ruling of the W.M. of John Cautler
Lodge, bave attended to that duty, and find the circumstances
to be the following : —

John Mann, 3d, was proposed for the degrees April 27, 1874.
A committee of investigation was appointed, and every member
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of the Lodge was notified that John Mann, 3d, was to be bal-
loted for. The committee reported favorably, May 25th, and he
was elected. June 29th, objections were made in writing by a
member, to the effect that, ¢ if there had been a full meeting of
the Lodge the candidate could not have been elected ;” also,
¢¢ that a majority of the members are opposed to Mr. Mann’s
receiving the degrees,” and asking that a new ballot be ordered.

The W.M. appointed a committee of three to investigate the
objections, and July 27th a majority of the committee reported
that the objections were not sustained. The Lodge voted to
accept this report. At a meeting held three months later, Oct,
19th, the W.M. ordered a new ballot. Brother Kelley moved
that the first three officers of the Lodge be a committee to pre-
sent the case to the Grand Lodge, and ask for a decision. The
‘W.M. declared the motion out of order. A ballot was taken
and John Mann, 8d, was declared rejected. These are. the
facts.

The committee feel that, although a candidate should be
stopped at any time in his progress in Masonry, if sufficient
cause is shown, and that the burden of proof should rest upon
the candidate, and not upon the Lodge, in all cases, still that
a candidate for the degrees has some rights which a Lodge is
bound to respect.

The committee consider that these fundamental principles of
Masonic law and usage were fully satisfied by the appointment
of this second committee of investigation, and that their report
when accepted by the Lodge should be final, and that a second
ballot was a violation of Masonic law, especially under the cir-
cumstances which followed. That the only effect it could have
was to give an individual an opportunity to attain his purpose
by the blackball, which he could not or would not obtain by a
statement of facts before the second committee of investigation.
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In other words, it simply furnished an opportunity to gratify
personal pigue.

‘We therefore (fully aware of the weighty responsibility rest-
ing upon us in a case like the present) recommend that the
appeal of Brother Kelley be sustained by this Grand Lodge,
and that the ruling of the W.M. of John Cutler Lodge, order-
ing a second ballot, be declared null and void.

' CuarLEs C. DaME,
TrOMAS WATERMAN,
CarisrorpHER W. DYER,
Commaties.

The report was accepted, and the recommenda-
tion adopted.

The Committee on Charters made report as fol-
lows : —

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS.
In THE GRAND LoD@R oF MASSACHUSETTS.
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
June 9, 1876.

The Committee on Charters respectfully report, that they have
carefully examined the By-Laws, Records, and accompanying
documents, presented by Norfolk Lodge, of Needham, and
Cochichewick Lodge, of North Andover, now working under
Dispensation, and find them to be in accordance with the Grand
.Constitutions, and Masonic usage.

All dues having been paid to the Grand Lodge, your com-
mittee would recommend that charters be issued to Norfolk
and Cochichewick Lodges, as prayed for.

Ivory H. Pore,

WiLLiam J. STEVENS,

WiLLiam R. WiLson,
Commatice.
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The report was accepted, the recommendations
adopted, and charters were granted to Norfolk
Lodge, Needham, and Cochichewick Lodge, North
Andover.

The Committee on Trials, the Committee on
Charter of St. John’s Lodge, and the Committee
on Status of Standing Committees in Grand Lodge,
were granted further time.

No further business appearing, the Grand Lodge
was closed in AMpPLE ForM, at forty minutes past
seven o’clock p. M.

Prayer was offered by W. Rev. Joshua Young,
Grand Chaplain.

A true abstract from the Records.

Attest,

Ohwiles 26, St

Recording Grand Secretary.
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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION.
TrUrsDAY, JUNE 17, A. L. 5875.

SpEc1AL COMMUNICATION OF THE MosT WoOR-
SHIPFUL GRAND LopGE OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS was held at Masonic
Temple, Boston, on Thursday, the seventeenth day
of June, A. L. 5875, A.D. 1875, for the purpose of
solemnizing the one hundredth anniversary of the
death of our illustrious Past Grand Master, Major
General Joseph Warren.

) PRESENT:
M.W. PERCIVAL L. EVERETT . . Grand Master.
RW. WinsLow LEwis . . . as Deputy Grand Master.
RW. WiLLiaMm J. SAWIN . . . Senior Grand Warden.
R.W. Lucrus W.LovELL . . . Junior Grand Warden.
RW.JoRNT. HEaARD . . . . Past Grand Master.
R.W. WiLLiAM D. COOLIDGE . . s “ ““
RW.CHARLESC. DAME . . . . s ‘e
R.W. WrLLIAM S. GARDNER . . s “ s
R.W. SERENO D. NICKERSON . . “ s o
R.W. JosiaE H. DRUMMOND . . Past Grand Master of the Grand

. Lodge of Maine.

R.W. ABraHAM A. DAME . . . Past Deputy Grand Master.
R.W. WiLLiaM F. SALMON . . . Past Grand Warden.

R.W. SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE . . ¢ “ .
RW.IvorrH.PoPE. . . . . ¢« L L

RW.JoENMCCLELLAN . . . . Grand Treasurer.

R.W. CaarLEs H. Titus . . . Recording Grand Secretary.
R.W. WiLLiaM T. R. MARVIN . . D.D.G. Master, District No. 1.
W. WiLLiam H. CHESSMAN . . . .Grand Marshal.

Bro.FRANK E.JoNES . . . . as Grand Tyler.
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The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE Form
at fifteen minutes past ten o’clock, A. M., and pro-
ceeded to the place assigned to this ancient organ-
ization in the great military and civic procession of
the day, in accordance with the invitation of the
Bunker Hill Monument Association, and the mu-
nicipal authorities of the city of Boston.

‘While waiting for the procession to move, the
Grand Master was very courteously invited by Mr.
Charles Merriam to enter his mansion-house on
Beacon street, with his officers, and partake of the
rich and generous collation he had provided.

This courtesy was very highly appreciated and
enjoyed by the Grand Lodge, and on motion of
R.W. William S. Gardner, seconded by R.W.
John T. Heard, it was unanimoilsly

Resolved, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be presented
to Mr. Charles Merriam for his thoughtful kindness in opening
his mansion-house, 263 Beacon street, to the Grand Master, on
the 17th instant; and especially for the hospitable reception
given to the officers and members of the Grand Lodge on that
occasion. )

The Brethren were assigned to carriages, right
in front, as follows : —

First Carriage.
M.W. Grand Master PErRCIvAL LOWELL EVERETT, wearing the
apron owned and worn by Past Grand Master MAJOR GENERAL
JoserPH WARREN, with his autograph upon it.
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R.W. Acting Deputy Grand Master WINsLOW LEwis, M.D., wear-
ing the apron worn by GENERAL LAFAYETTE at the laying of the
corner-stone of the Bunker Hill Monument, June 17, 1825.

Second Carriage.
R.W. Senior Grand Warden WiLLiaM J. SAwIN, M.D.
R.W. Junior Grand Warden Lucrus W. LovELL.
R.W. Grand Treasurer JOBRN MCCLELLAN.
R.W. Recording Grand Secretary CHARLES H. TITUS.

Third Carriage.
R.W. Past Grand Master JoBN T. HEARD. . .o
R.W. Past Grand Master WILLIAM S. GARDNER.
R.W. Past Grand Master SERENO D. NICKERSON.
R.W. Past Grand Warden GENERAL SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE.

Fourth Carriage.
R.W. Past Grand Master WiLLIAM D. COOLIDGE.
R.W. Past Grand Master HON. CHARLES C. DAME.
R.W. Past Deputy Grand Master ABRAHAM A. DAME.
Pifth Carriage.
R.W. Past Grand Warden HoN. WiLLIAM F. SALMON.
R.W. Past Grand Warden Ivory H. PoPE.
W. Grand Marshal WiLLiAM H. CHESSMAN.
Brother FraNciS C. WHISTON, who presented the Lafayette apron
to the Grand Lodge, was invited to occupy a seat in this carriage.

- After passing over the route of the procession,
more than six miles in length, the Grand Master,
with the Grand officers and members who accom-
panied him, returned from Bunker Hill to a build-
ing on Union street, now occupying the site of the
old Green Dragon Tavern, a place made eminent a
century ago by the Masonic Communications there
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held, where, by the courteous and generous invita-
tion of the Lodge of Saint Andrew, they partici-
pated in a bounteous collation which' had been
‘provided by this Lodge, to commemorate the one
hundredth anniversary of the death of their Past
Master Joseph Warren. To this banquet they had
invited the officers and members of the De Molay
and Richmond Commanderies of Knight Templars,
who, with the Lodge of St. Andrew and the Grand
Lodge, formed an assembly of Masons of exceed-
ing interest and well befitting the special occasion
they had met to commemorate.

The Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master Charles
A. Welch, and several of the Past Grand Masters,
fittingly responded to the complimentary toasts
which called them up, and heartily joined with their
Brother Masons of Massachusetts in extending the
warm right hand of fellowship to their Brother
Masons of Virginia.

At fifteen minutes past seven o’clock, . M., here,
on the old site of the Green Dragon Tavern, the
Grand Lodge was closed in AMPLE Form.

A true abstract from the Records.

Recording Grand Secretary.
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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION.

SaTURDAY, July 8, A. L. 5875.

SPECIAL COMMUNICATION OF THE MosT WoOR-
SHIPFUL GRAND LopGE oF THE CoMMON-
WEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS was held on Saturday,
the third day of July, A. L. 5875, A. D. 1875, for the
purpose of commemorating the centemnial celebration
of that day, when our illustrious Brother General
George Washington, under the old Elm at Cam-
bridge, assumed command of the Colonial Forces,
soon to become, under his generalship, the Army
of the United States.

PRESENT:
M.W. PErcivaAL L. EvErerr . . Grand Master.
RW. WiLuaMJ. SAWIN . . . Senior Grand Warden.
R.W.Lucrus W. LovELL . . . Junior Grand Warden.
RW. WinsLowLEwIs . . . . Past Grand Master.

RW.Joex T.HEarD . . . . LR (L
R.W. WiLLiaM D. COOLIDGE . . (L s s
R.W. WiLLIAM PAREMAN . . . o s s
R.W. CHARLES C. DaME . . . o s o

R.W. Henry ExpicoTT . . . Past Grand Warden.
R.W.Ivory H. PoPE . . . . o ¢ o
R.W.JoBENMCCLELLAN . . . . Grand Treasurer.

R.W. CuarrLes H. Titus . . .. Recording Grand Secretary.
R.W. GEORGE P.SANGER . . . Corresponding GrandSecretary.
R.W. FrancisCemps . . . . D.D.G. Master, District No. 2.
R.W. THEODORE N.FOQUE . . ¢ ¢« District No. 17.
W.WiLiaM H. CHESSMAN . . . Grand Marshal.

W. GEORGE H. FOLGER . Grand Standard-Bearer.
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W.TroE ScALES . . . . . . W.M. of Amicable Lodge.
W.GeorGE E. RYDER . . . . W.M. of Mizpah Lodge.
W.FraNCcIs M. MasoN . . . . W.M. of Charity Lodge.
Bro. FRANK E. JONES . . . as Grand Tyler.

The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE Forwm,-
in Grand Lodge Hall, Masonic Temple, Boston, at
ten o’clock, A. M.

By order of the Grand Master, the Grand Lodge
was called from labor to refreshment. - :

The Grand Master, with the Brethren of the
Grand Lodge, proceeded in carriages to Lyceum
Hall, Cambridge, as guests of the municipal au-
thorities of the city, and were welcomed by His
Honor the Mayor, W. Brother Isaac Bradford.

Here a procession was formed of the many emi-
nent representaﬁve men who had accepted the
invitation to unite with the city authorities in fitly
celebrating the day, the Grand Lodge being as-
signed a position next to the President and Fellows
of Harvard College, and was conducted to a tent
on the common, near the historic old elm, under
which Washington first drew his sword as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the army.

In the tent, after music and prayer, a poem was
read by James Russell -Lowell, and an oration
delivered by Rev. Augustus P. Peabody, D. D,,
both of great ablhty and well befitting the occa-
sion.
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At the close of the services in the tent, the Grand
Lodge joined again in procession, and was con-
ducted to Memorial Hall, Harvard College, where
a banquet had been provided for the citizens and
their guests. .

Here his Honor the Mayor presided, as he had
done during the services in the tent, and at the
conclusion of the repast called upon Judge Sanger,
our R.W. Corresponding Grand Secretary, to act
as toast-master.

The first toast — WASHINGTON — was responded
to by a dirge from the band, the company all
standing with bowed heads.

To the second toast, — THE UNITED STATES, —
Hon. George S. Boutwell, United States Senator
from Massachusetts, responded.

The third toast was —MASSACHUSETTS, —and

to . this His Excellency the Governor, Brother
Williayn Graston, responded.

Hon. Josigh Quincy spoke to the fourth toast, —
TaE THIRTEEN ORIGINAL STATES.

To the next toast, —THE ArRMY AND NAvVY, —
General, Judge and Brother Charles Devens, re-
sponded.

President Eliot spoke eloquently for HARVARD
CoLLEGE, the next toast, when THE GRAND LoDGE
OF MASSACHUSETTS was given as the 6th regular
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toast. The M.W. Grand Master resp(;nded as:
follows : —

REMARKS OF THE GRAND MASTER AT MEMORIAL HALL,
CAMBRIDGE, IN RESPONSE TO THE TOAST, “ THE GRAND
LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.”

The Sdciety of Freemasonry feels a deep interest in every-
thing relating to the memory of Washington, for he in his life-
time was a friend and patron of our Society, and one of its
most honored and revered members. The year after he was
born Freemasonry was established at Boston by the Warrant of
Viscount Montague, then Grand Master of England.

Benjamin Franklin, then residing at Philadelphia, derived his
powers to establish the Society in Pennsylvania, from Boston,
and became Grand Master of that State. In 1752, at Fredericks-
burg, Virginia, George Washington, as the record now in exist-
ence attests, was initiated into the Fraternity in a Lodge
organized by the warrant of Thomas Oxnard, of Boston, Pro-
vincial Grand Master.

In those early days of the Society’s existence in America, it
had won the respect and regard of all good citizens. Governor
Belcher was one of its prominent and influential members, and
both here and in the province of New Jersey exhibited pubhcly
nis attachment to the Fraternity.

In later days; among the patrons and strong supporters of
our Institution, may be mentioned the names of John Warren,
Joseph Webb, Josiah Bartlett, Timothy Bigelow and John
Dixwell, each of whom occupied the position of Grand Master
of Masons in Massachusetts ; while among the Grand Chaplains
there were Thaddeus Mason Harris, William Bentley, John
Eliot and Ezra Ripley. It may be interesting for me to men
tion, as showing the unsectarianness of Masonry, that our Grand
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Chaplaing have been divided denominationally, as follows:
Unitarians, 20 ; Episcopalians, 16 ;. Trinitarian Congregation-
alists, 9; Universalists, 9; Methodist Episcopal, 5; Baptist,
4; Christian Baptist, 1. ‘

In the “ History of Washington and his Masonic Compeers,’”’
Sidney Hayden says, in alluding to Peyton Randolph: ‘‘In
1773, committees of correspondence began to be formed in the
different colonies, to ascertain the true position and sentiments
of each. Of that of Virginia, Mr. Randolph was chairman, and
through him the cavaliers of Virginia became first united in
political sentiment with the puritans of New England. We
cannot attempt in this personal sketch of Mr. Randolph to give
a portraiture of the events of those times, or of the influences
that produced them, — suffice it to say, that there is an unwrit-
ten history of the silent influences of Masonry in producing the
political associations of that period. The mighty Brotherhood
of Masonry, ever the friend of freedom, was omnipotent for
good.”

Here in Massachusetts many of the leading spirits of the
Revolution, such as Warren and Revere, were presiding over our
Grand Lodge. The history of the meetings at the Green
Dragon Tavern, and the influence of this Society in bringing
about and shaping the Revolution, have yet to be written. But
that this influence was strong and controlling, is beyond all
question. How much Franklin accomplished through the Fra-
ternity of France, in the Lodges in which he received many an
ovation, the world does not know.

After Washington became a member of the Ancient and Hon-
orable Society of Freemasonry, he continued until his death to
be its firm and devoted friend. The doings of the Society have
not been open to the public gaze, yet it is & fact worth consider-
ing, that during all the eventful life of Washington he was sur-
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rounded by members of this Fraternity. Nearly all the General
Officers of the Revolution were Masons. This was equally
true of the members of the first Congress. Nearly all of the
signers of the Declaration of Independence were active members
of our Society ; and the President of the first Continental Con-
gress was Grand Master of Masons in Virginia.

How much the intimacy and close union of its members, and
especially the confidence and reliance which this Society produced
among the men of the Revolution in the field and in the senate,
nerved their arms and increased their courage, we cannot tell.
But we can believe, that, in the many hours of gloom and
despondency which overshadowed the just cause before it
finally prevailed, the friendships and strong hopes which were
engendered by this confidence and reliance had much to do with
the final result.

After the conflict was over, the Union was established, and
‘Washington’s fame was world-wide, — ¢¢ first in war, first in peace,
and first in the hearts of his countrymen,” — he did not consider
it beneath his dignity to mix with the Fraternity, and be known
as one of its members. )

When the corner-stone of the national Capitol was laid, in
the city named for the Father of his country, Washington was
present as a Freemason to testify to the world, that, however
exalted his station, he was not ashamed to acknowledge his
connection with the Order. He had many examples before
him in the Old World, and many have followed in his foot-
steps ; since the Grand Masters of England, for the last cen-
tary and a half, have nearly all ranked high in the peerage. The
heirs apparent of England and Prussia preside over their respect-
ive Grand Lodges to-day, while kings and emperors have added
to their numerous titles that of Grand Master of the Freemasons.

In the declining years of Washington’s life, the Grand Lodge
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of Massachusetts received from him two communications, in
answer to congratulatory letters officially gent to him. These
letters are well known to the Fraternity, and have frequently
been published in their proceedings. It is not our fault that
they are not equally well known to the public.

Suffice it to say that in these communications he exhibits the
same loyalty to this Order which had been conspicuous through-
out his entire Masonic life.

When the sad end came, and all that was mortal of this il-
lustrious man was left behind, his remains were deposited in
the tomb by the loving hands of his Brethren, to whom he had
always been faithful.

The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts communicated its grief
to Mrs. Washington, and she, well knowing the high regard
which Washington, living, had always entertained for Free-
masonry, sent to our Grand Lodge this lock of his hair. [The
lock of hair, in the golden urn, was here shown to the company. ]
The patriot Revere enclosed it, with his own hands, in this gold-
en urn, and once a year, at the installation of all my predeces-
sors, this urn, with its precious treasure, has been confided to
the care and castody of the Grand Master of Masons in this
Commonwealth.

Standing in the historic relation to Washington which the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts sustains, it is a source of
pleasure and pious duty for us to join with you in this centen-
nial celebration. Here he first agsumed the command of the
continental forces; nor did he yield it until he had given free-
dom and liberty to his country, until he had established a
nation in peace.

The orator and poet of the day were called up,
and Mr. Lowell, declining to make remarks, called

S
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up in his place Oliver Wendell Holmes, who read
a poem well suited to the occasion.

Other eminent men responded to sentiments
appropriate to the day, and the exercises in this
beautiful hall proved to be of exceeding interest.

On invitation of R.W. Henry Endicott, the
Brethren of the Grand Lodge enjoyed the hospi-
tality of his pleasant home in Cambridgeport ; thus
adding pleasantly to the many enjoyable scenes of
the day.

On motion of R.W. Winslow Lewis, seconded by
R.W. John T. Heard, the thanks of the Grand
Lodge were presented to R.W. Brother Henry
Endicott for his generous hospitality to the Grand
Lod'ge. :

At eight o’clock p. M., the Grand Lodge re-
turned to Masonic Temple, Boston, was called
from refreshment to labor, and closed in AMPLE
Form.

A true abstract from the Records.

Attest :

Ohates 6. Sty

Recording Grand Secretary.
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Abstract of Proceedings

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

SPECIAL COMMUNICATION.
FripAY, AvcusTt 6, A. L. 5875.

SpECIAL COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST
‘WoRsHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OoF MAssSACHU-
sETTS was held at the Masonic Temple, Boston, on
Friday, the sixth day of August, A.L. 5875, A.D.
1875, pursuant to the following notice issued to the
officers and permanent members of the Grand

Lodge : —
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Grand Fovge of Massachusetts.

BostoN, Aug. 4, 1875.

Our Senior Past Grand Master, R.W. Winslow
Lewis, passed peacefully away at half-past eleven
o’clock last night. .

The funeral services will take place at St. Paul’s
Church, in this city, on Friday next, at 2 o’clock,
P. M.

The M.W. Grand Master requests the Officers
and Permanent Members of the’ M.W. Grand

Lodge to join with him in testifying our profound
respect and affection for our departed Brother. For
that purpose they will assemble at the Masonic
Temple on Friday, the 6th inét., at 12 o’clock, M.

By order of the Grand Master,

CHARLES H. TITUS,
. ) GRAND SECRETARY.
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The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE ForM
" at ten minutes past one o’clock, p. M., with prayer
by the W. Grand Chaplain, Rev. Joshua Young,
and singing, by the Temple Quartette, the following

hymn: —

COME UNTO ME.

[ Music composed by the Grand Organist, Bre. Howard M. Dow.|

I

Come unto me, when shadows darkly gather,
‘When the sad heart is weary and distressed,
Seeking for comfort from your Heavenly Father ;
Come unto me, and I will give you rest. .

1 8

Large are the mansions in thy Father’s dwelling,
Glad are the homes that sorrows never dim ;
Sweet are the harps in holy music swelling,
Soft are the tones which raise the heav’nly hymn.

HI.

There like an Eden blossoming in gladness,

Bloom the fair flowers the earth too rudely pressed ;
Come unto me, all ye who droop in sadness,

Come unto me, and I will give you rest.

The Grand Master, in kind, loving and appro-
priate words, formally announced the death of our
Senior Past Grand Master, Winslow Lewis, M. D.,
and all felt that a true friend and beloved Brother
had been removed from them by this sad bereave-
ment.

The Grand Master appointed, as a committee to
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prepare a memorial of Bro. Lewis, for our records,
to report at our Quarterly Communication in Sep-
tember next, R.W. Past' Grand Masters John T.
Heard, William D. Coolidge, William Parkman,
Charles C. Dame, William S. Gardner and Sereno
D. Nickerson.

The following telegrams, received by the Grand
‘Master, were communicated by him to the Grand
Lodge: —

Sarxt Jorx, N. B., Aug. 6, 1875.
To PeroivAL L. Everert, Esq., Grand Master of Freemasons, Masonsc
Temple : —
We cordially Sympathizé with the Fraternity in Massachu-
setts, on the lamented death of Past Grand Master Winslow
. Lewis, and unite with you in sorrow for the loss of a Brother
. alike eminent, venerated and beloved.
RosEerT T. CLINCH,
Past Grand Master, New Brunswick.

B. LesTeEr PETERS,
Past Grand Masier, New Brunswsck.

Samxt Jomx, N. B., Aug. 6, 1875.
To PercivaL LowerL EveRerr, EsQ., Grand Master of Freemasons,
Masonic Temple : —

The Grand Lodge of New Brunswick expresses fraternal
sympathy with the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, on the loss
sustained by the Craft in the death of Past Grand Master
Winslow Lewis, whose Masonic virtues shed a lustre on the
whole Fraternity.

JonN V. ELuis,
Grand Master.
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. New York, Aug. 6, 1875,
To PercivaL L. EvErerr, Grand Master of Masons tn Massachusetis,
Masonsc Temple, Boston : —
‘We mourn with you in «<he loss o your Past Grand Master,
and our beloved Brother, Winslow Lewis.
ErLwoop E. THORNE,
Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York.

A procession was formed by the Grand Marshal,
and the Grand Lodge was conducted to St. Paul’s
Protestant Episcopal Church, Tremont street, in
the following order: —

ESCORT.
Boston Commandery of Knights Templars,
General Samuel C. Lawrence, Commander.
DeMolay Commandery of Knights Templars,
4+ John M. Clark, Commander.

St. Paul’s Chapter.
Columbian Lodge.
Winslow Lewis Lodge.

Mt. Olivet Chapter, Rose Croix.
St. John'’s Lodge.

Grand Lodge.

The floral offerings at the church were profuse,
- arranged with much care and good taste, and very
expressive in their symbolic meaning.

Among these beautiful tributes to the deceased
were the following: —

An anchor, from the Grand Lodge.
A cross, from Winslow Lewis Lodge.
A large square and compasses, from St. John's Lodge.
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A triangle, from St. Paul's Royal Arch Chapter.

A basket of flowers, cross and crown, from Boston Commandery.

A cross, from Mt. Olivet Chapter, Rose Croix.

In the baptismal font, a large anchor sta.nding on a pedestal, from
Mr. Harvey D. Parker.

A heart of white tuberoses, with square and "compasses in the
centre, of red carnations, from Bro. Thomas Mack.

A beautiful cross, five feet high, was placed upon the reading desk
by Bro. John F. Mills. . :

The casket, containing the honored remams, was
conveyed from the late residence of Bro. Lewis,
2 Boylston place, to the church, loaded with the
floral offerings of friends. The casket was of pol-
ished rosewood, richly ornamented with silver.

The body of our beloved Brother was met at the
door of the church by the rector, Rev. Treadwell
‘Walden, and conveyed to the chancel with the
usual service of the Episcopal Church, the widow,
the two daughters,— Mrs. Dr. Gay and Mrs.
Arthur Cheney, — with their husbands, and other
relatives, following. '

The usual simple and impressive service of the
church was conducted by the rector of St. Paul’s
Church, of which church Mrs. Lewis is an esteemed |
communicant, and where our Brother had been an
attendant for forty years.

The spacious church was filled with a deeply in-
terested and sympathizing audience, chiefly mem-
bers of the various Masonic Bodies with which the
deceased was connected; the Supreme Council,
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33d, Grand Commandery .of Knights Templars,
Puritan Lodge of New York City, as well as the
Bodies named in the procession, being represented
by honored delegates.

The numerous medical, historical and literary
societies with which our Brother was honorably
connected were also represented in the large con-
course of Brethren, friends and citizens.

The singing at the church was impressively ren-
dered by the regular choir of the church, under the
direction of E. W. Pratt, organist, and consisted of
a chant, — *“ Lord, let me know mine end;” the
sentence, — “I heard a voice from heaven;” and
the hymn, — “ Rock of Ages.” : '

. At the close of these services the Grand Lodge
took charge of the remains, the pall-bearers acting
as a guard of honor while the body was viewed by
the large concourse of friends.

The pall-bearers were: —

M.W. PErcIvaL LoweLL EVERETT . Grand Master.
RW.JoENT.HEARD . . . . . . Past Grand Master.
RW. WLLiam D. CooLIDGE .. . . ¢ L s
RW. WiLLIAM PARKMAN . . . . . “ ¢ s
RW.CHARLESC.DAME . . . . . o s s
R.W. WiLLIAM S. GARDNER .. . . . “ ¢ “
R.W. SERENO D. NICRERSON . . . ““ “ L

The above constitute all the living Past Grand
Masters of our Grand Lodge. Bro. Gardner,
though quietly present at the church, was excused
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from active service as pall-bearer in consequence ot
his own sad bereavement in the recent death of his
estimable wife, who departed this life July 22, 1875.

The funeral cortege moved from the church in
the following order: —

Platoon of Police.
Medford Brass Band.
Boston Commandery of Knights Templars.
DeMolay Commandery of Knights Templars.
Master Masons from various organizations.
Mount Olivet Chapter of Rose Croix.
Columbian Lodge.
Representatives of Ineffable Bodies with which the deceased was
connected.
Winslow Lewis Lodge.
Saint John's Lodge.
Officers and members of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in
carriages.
Guard of Honor.
Hearse.
Guard of Honor.
Family and other relatives of the deceased.

The escort conducted the procession as far as
Parker street on Beacon street, when Winslow
Lewis Lodge, Mt. Olivet Chapter of Rose Croix,
the Grand Lodge, and the Guard of Honor pro-
ceeded in carriages to Mt. Auburn.

Arriving at the family lot, the Brethren formed
an oblong square about the gravé, the Grand Mas-
ter, Grand Chaplain, and Past Grand Masters
taking position at the head, and the mourners at the
foot.
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AT. THE GRAVE.

ORDER OF THE FUNERAL CEREMONIES
or
R.W. WINSLOW LEWIS,
Past Grand Master of Masons sn Massachusetts,

AT MOUNT AUBURN CEMETERY, CAMBRIDGE,
AUGUST 6th, 1875.

OONDUOTED BY M.W. PEROIVAL LOWELL EVERETT,

AND OrricERs or THE M.W. GRAXD LoDGE Oor MASSACHUSETTS.

HYMN.

[Afusic composed by Bro. Hovard M. Dow, Grand Organist, and sung by the Temple
Quarteite.]

I
I cannot always trace the way

‘Where thou Almighty One dost move;
But I can always, always say

That God is Love.

: ..
When mystery clouds my darkened path
T'll check my dread, my doubts reprove.
In this my soul sweet comfort hath,
That God is Love.

‘oI,
Yes! God ig Love ; — a word like this
Can ev'ry gloomy thought remove,
And turn all tears, all woes, to bliss,
For God is Love.
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PRAYER BY THE GRAND CHAPLAIN.

HYMN.

1.

- Clay to clay, and dust to dust!

Let them mingle, — for they must;
Give to earth the earthly clod,
For the spirit ’s fled to God.

In.
Nevermore shall midnight's damp
Darken round this mortal lamp ;
Nevermore shall noonday’s glance
Search this mortal countenance.

.
Look aloft. The spirit ’s risen, —
Death cannot the soul imprison ;
'Tis in heaven that spirits dwell,
Glorious, though invisible.

1v.
Thither let us turn our view;
Peace is there, and comfort too ;
There shall those we love be found,
Tracing joy’s eternal round.

[August 6,

ADDRESS TO THE BRETHREN BY THE GRAND MASTER.

My BRETHREN: — We are now assembled around the final
resting-place of these mortal remains, and about closing the
last solemn duties of respect we owe to our departed friend and

Brother.
‘We are born to die.

‘We follow our friends to the brink of

the grave, and, standing on the shore of a vast ocean, we gaze
with exquisite anxiety till the last dreadful struggle is over, and

see them sink in the fathomless abyss.

‘We feel our own feet
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slide from the precarious bank on which we stand, and but a few
suns more, and we shall be whelmed amid death’s awful waves.
Another generation will rise to occupy our places and stations in
life.

The sun will rise and set, the earth revolve — strangers will
tread upon our sepulchres, without knowing that we ever
existed. A few surviving relatives may remember us and
mourn, but these few will soon follow to the land of silence.
No one here will concern himself with our past joys and sorrows,
while we shall be conversant with the amazing realities of
another world. .

Under these feelings and impressions, we are now about to
commit the body of our departed friend to the silent grave.
And under a full and solemn conviction of the nothingn ess of
all earthly and perishable objects, we here renewedly, as Masons,
pledge to each other our fraternal love ; and may we so improve
this dispensatior; of Divine Providence, and so live, that when
these feeble frames shall slumber beneath the cold clods of the
valley, the needy and distressed, the widow and the orphan,
may point with regret to our sleeping ashes, and each exclaim,
¢¢ There lie the men whose compassions soothed my woes ; whose
maxims tranquillized my perturbed spirits, and whose bounty
relieved my pressing necessity.”

INVOCATION BY THE GRAND CHAPLAIN AND BRETHREN.

CHAPLAIN. — Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with thine ears
consider my calling ; hold not thy peace at my tears.

RespoNse. — For I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner,
as all my fathers were.

CBAPLAIN. — Oh, spare me a little, that I may. recover my
strength, before I go hence, and be no more seen.
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RespoNsE. — Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all
generations.

CrAPLAIN. — Before the mountains were brought forth, or
ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from ever-
lasting to everlasting, thou art God.

Response. — Thou turnest man to destruction, and sayest :
Return, ye children of men. '

CHAPLAIN. — The days of our years are threescore years and
ten ; and if; by reason of strength, they be fourscore years, yet
is their strength labor and sorrow ; for it is soon cut off and we
fly away.

RespoNsE. — So teach us to number our days, that we may
apply our hearts unto wisdom.

CaAPLAIN. — Man that is born of a woman is of few days,
and full of trouble.

RespoNsE. — He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down ;
he fleeth also as a shadbw, and continueth not.

CHAPLAIN, — Seeing his days are determined, the number of

" his months are with thee ; thou hast appointed his bounds, that
he cannot pass.

RespoNsE. — Turn from him, that he may rest till he shall
accomplish, as an hireling, his day.

CuAPLAIN. — For there is hope of & tree, if it be cut down,
that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will
not cease. ‘ .

RespoNse. — But man dieth, and wasteth away; yea, man
giveth up the ghost, and where is he?

CHAPLAIN, — As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood
decayeth and dryeth up:

RespoNSE. — So man lieth down, and riseth not; till the
heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of
their sleep.
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PRAYER BY THE GRAND CHAPLAIN.

HYMN.
I.

Here Death his sacred seal hath set
On bright and bygone hours;

The dead we mourn are with us yet,
And more than ever ours!

m.
Ours, by the pledge of love and faith;
By hopes of heaven on high;
By trust, triumphant over death, -
In immortality !

Im.

The dead are like the stars by day,
Withdrawn from mortal eye;

Yet holding unperceived their way
Through the unclouded sky.

v.
By them, through holy hope and love,
- We feel, in hours serene,
Connected with the Lodge above,
Immortal and unseen.

CHARGE TO THE BRETHREN BY THE GRAND MASTER.

BrETHREN : — We have taken asolemn and impressive survey
of human life in all its blended lights and shades, and learned
that all on earth is change. But is this the end of man, and
the expiring hope of faithful Masons? No; blessed be God!
We pause not at our first or second step, but, true to our princi-
ples, we look forward for greater light. As the embers of mor-
tal life are feebly glimmering in the socket of existence, our
religion removes the dark shroud, draws aside the sable curtains
of the tomb, and bids hope and joy to rouse up, sustain and
cheer the departing spirit. She points beyond the silent tomb
to the breaking light of a resurrection morn, and bids us turn
an eye of faith and confidence on the opening scenes of eternity.
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She teaches us to advance boldly onward, and ask more light,
till, at the Supreme Grand Master’s word, we shall be raised
to the blissful Lodge above. There light, unmingled with dark-
ness, shall reign, unbroken and perpetual. There, under the
sunbeam smiles of immutable Love, and beneath the benignant
beam of the All-Seeing Eye, we, as faithful Masons, cherish the
fond and immortal hope that we shall meet again — meet to part
no more.

COMMITTAL OF THE BODY TO TIHE GRAVE.

Unto the grave we now resign the body of our departed Brother.

Friend of our hearts, there rest in peace. Raised by the
Supréme Grand Master’s word, mayest thou share the blessings
of immortal life and unfading glory.

DEPOSITING THE SPRIG OF ACACIA.
BENEDICTION BY THE GRAND CHAPLAIN.

At five minutes past six o’clock the coffin lid
was closed, and all that was mortal of our dear
Brother was forever hidden from human sight.

At the close of these solemn and impressive ser-
vices the Grand Lodge returned to the Masonic
Temple, and was closed in Grand Lodge Hall at
ten minutes before seven o’clock, P. M., in AMPLE
Form. )

A true abstract from the Record.

Attest: 6 z ; % '//\J ,

Recording Grand Secretary.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST
‘WorsHIPFUL GRAND LoDGE oF THE CoMm-
MONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS was held at the
Masonic Temple, in the city of Boston, on Wednes-
day, the eighth day of September, A. L. 5875, A. D.

1875.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

M.W. PERCIVALLOWELLEVERETT Grand Master.

Deputy Grand Master.
Senior Grand Warden.

. as Junior Grand Warden.
Grand Treasurer.
Recording Grand Secretary.
Corresponding Grand Secretary.
D.D.G. Master, District No.

District No.

District No.

District No.

District No.

District No.

District No.

District No.

District No.

District No.

District No.

District No.

District No.

District No.

Grand Marshal.

Grand Lecturer.

Senior Grand Deacon.

R.W. CHARLES A. WELCH
R.W. WiLLIAM J. SAWIN .
R.W. HENRY CHICKERING
R.W. JoEN MCCLELLAN .
‘R.W. CHARLES H. TiTUS . .
R.W. GEORGE P. SANGER.
R.W. WiLLiaM T. R. MARVIN
R.W. FranciIsCHILDS . . . .
R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH
R.W. GEORGE F. HOMER
R.W. GEORGE F. BREED .
R.W. WARREN CURRIER .
R.W. SoLON W. STEVENS
R.W. BOWDOIN S. PARKER .
R.W. JonN E. SHIPMAN .
R.W. IrvING B. SAYLES

R.W. AsraaAM H. HOWLAND, JR.

R.W.JouN W. ATwooD .
R.W. THEODORE N. FOQUE .
R.W. JOHN WETHERBEE .
W. WiLLiaM H. CHESSMAN .
W. CHARLES M. AVERY

W. WiLLiax H. H. SouLe

(13

‘"

PR oo

10.

14.
15.
17.
18.
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‘W. MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS . Senior Grand Steward.
W. THOMAS W. DAvVIS,

W. ALBERT H. W. CARPENTER,} Junior Grand Stewards.
‘W. HENRY STEPHENSON,

W. BAYLIES SANFORD, JR. . . Grand Sword Bearer.
W.HENRY S. BUNTON. . . . Grand Pursuivant.

Bro. HowArDp M. Dow Grand Organist.

BRO. FRANK E. JONES . . . .as Grand '._l‘yler.

PERMANENT MEMBERS PRESENT.

B.W.Joax T. HRARD . . . . Past Grand Master.
R.W. WLLiaM D. COOLIDGE . o “ “

R.W. WiLLIAM PAREMAN . . . o “ «
R.W.CHARLES C. DaMe . . . o .« «

R.W. WILLIAM S. GARDNER . . e “ «

R.W. SERENO D. NICKERSON . «“ «“ «

R.W. ABRAHAM A. DAME . . Past Deputy Grand Master.
RW.REV.E.M.P. WELLS . . o « “
R.W. CHARLES LEVI WOODBURY ¢ “ « «
R.W. HENRY CHICKERING . . Past Grand Warden.
R.W. WiLLiaM SuTrTON . . . ¢ m o«
R.W.WiLLiaM F, SAtMON . . ¢ m «
R.W.SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE . . ¢ «“ "
R.W.DAVID W.CRAFTS . . . «“ ¢
R.W.CHARLES KIMBALL . . . ¢ «“ .

R.W. HENrY ENDICOTT . . . ¢ « «

R.W. WiLLiAM T. GRAMMER . « “
RW.BENJAMINDEAN . . . . ¢ « .

R.W. WYZEMAN MARSHALL . . * m ..
RW.IvorrH.PoPE . . . . ¢ “ .«
RW.ELWAHW.BuRr . . . ““ «

R.W. TRACY P. CHEEVER. . ., ¢ . .

OF THE COMMITTEE ON RETURNS.
R.W. ANDREW G. SMITH, ‘W. JosePH WINSOR.

OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRIALS.
R.W. EDWARD AVERY.

OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS.
. W. WiLLiaM J. STEVENS.
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The Grand Lodge was opened in AMpLE ForM
at two o’clock, P. M., with prayer by R.W. Rev.
Charles H. Titus, and singing.

William Wallace Lee, Esq., M.W. Grand Master
of Masons in the State of Connecticut, was present,
seated upon the right of the Grand Master, but
declined the formal introduction belonging to his
rank. .

The Record of the Quarterly Communication of
June 9, 1875, and the Special Communications of
June 17, 1875, and July 3, 1875, were approved
without reading, the same having been distributed
among the members in printed form.

The Records of the Special Communications of
June 24, 1875, at North Andover, for the purpose
of constituting Cochichewick Lodge; of July 1,
1875, at Needham, for the purpose of constituting
Norfolk Lodge; and of July 16, 1875, at Natick,
for the purpose of dedicating the new Masonic hall
of Meridian Lodge, were read and approved.

By-Laws and amendments to By-Laws from the
following Lodges were presented for approval, and
- referred to the Committee on By-Laws: —

Eurexra Lopag, New Bedford, full code.

Tonic LopGE, Taunton, full code.

AtHOL LODGE, Athol, amendment.

ALFRED BAYLIES LODGE, Taunton, amendment.
GrECIAXN LoDGE, Lawrence, full code.

MounT CARMEL LODGE, Lynn, amendments.
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GATE oF THE TEMPLE, South Boston, amendments.
MERRIMACK LoDGE, Haverhill, amendment.
NorroLk LoDGE, Needham, change of seal.

Proxies were presented from

FRATERNAL LopGe, Hyannis, in favor of W. Bro. GEORGE J.
MILLER.

ANCIENT LANDMARK LODGE, Shanghai, China, in favor of R.W.
Bro. WiLLIAM F. SALMON.

The Brethren were recognized accordingly.

The record of proceedings of Massachusetts
Lodge in the trial of Leon S. Peartree, presented
for approval at the Quarterly Communication in
March last, was, on the recommendation of the
Committee on Trials, referred back to said Lodge,
to be amended in two items deemed important by
the committee, and which had been inadvertently
omitted, viz.: That the service of the complaint
upon the respondent did not appear to have been
at his “last and usual place of abode;” and that
the record did not show that Neils Jacobs was
a Master Mason. (See printed Proceedings, pp.
24-26.)

The record so amended as to show the above
facts having beenreturned to the Grand Secretary’s
office, it was, on motion, voted that the Proceedings
of Massachusetts Lodge in the trial of Leon L.
Peartree be, and the same are, hereby approved, and
the action of said Lodge in expelling the said
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Peartree, from all the rights and privileges of
Freemasonry, confirmed.

The request of the newly formed Grand Lodges
of Prince Edward Island, and Manitoba, to be rec-
ognized among the fraternity of Grand Lodges,
was referred to R.W. Sereno D. Nickerson, R.W.
Tracy P. Cheever, and 'W. Alonzo B. Wentworth.

R.W. William A. Smith, District Deputy Grand
Master of the Eleventh Masonic District, having
resigned said office in consequence of feeble health,
the Grand Master accepted his resignation, declared
a vacancy to exist in said office, and appointed W.
Bro. Charles W. Moody to fill the same. Bro.
Moody being present was installed District Deputy
Grand Master of the Eleventh Masonic District in
AwpLE ForMm.

The Grand Master announced the decease of
R.W. Ithamar F. Conkey, Past Grand Warden,
who died suddenly of neuralgia of the heart, at his
residence in Amherst, on Sunday, August 7, 1875,
at seven o’clock, A. M., and appointed R.W. David
'W. Crafts, W. Mirick N. Spear, and W. Samuel A.
Phelps, a committee to prepare suitable resolutions
upon his death, to be spread upon the records of
the Grand Lodge. The committee subsequently
submitted the following report, which was accepted,
and the resolutions adopted.



108 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [Sept. 8,

RESOLUTIONS ON THE DEATH OF R.W. BRO. ITHAMAR F.
CONKEY.

Graxp LopGE oF MASSACHUSETTS,
Boston, Sept. 8th, 1875.
The committee appointed to prepare resolutions on the death
of R.W. Brother Ithamar Francis Conkey respectfully submit
the following report : —

Whereas, God in his inscrutable wisdom has removed from
among us by death R.W. Brother Ithamar Francis Conkey, thus
severing another link in the Fraternal Chain, therefore,

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge, and all Masonic Bodies of
which he was an honored member, have lost & worthy compan-
ion, a true friend, a zealous Mason, and a good citizen.

Resolved, That, while we deeply deplore his loss, we bow in
humble submission to the will of Him who doeth all things
well, and confidently hope to meet him in that better land, —
the Celestial Lodge above.

Resolved, That we tender to his family our heartfelt sympa-
thy in this afflictive bereavement. May they be sustained by
the hope that a lasting reunion awaits them.

‘Resolved, That the Recording Grand Secretary be instructed
to transmit & copy of these resolutions to his family.

: Daxter, 'W. Crarts,
Migick N, Spear,
SamuEL A. PHELPS,
Commiitee.
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The roll of the Lodges was called, and the fol-
lowing were found to be represented: —

" ABERDOUR.
ADELPHI

ALFRED BAYLIES.
AMICABLE.

ANCIENT LANDMARK.
ANCIENT YORK.
ARTISAN.

ATHOL.

BAALBEC.

BELMONT.

BeTHESDA (Brighton).
BETH-HORON.
CALEB BUTLER.
CHARITY.

CHARLES A. WELCH.
CHARLES H. Tirus.
CHICOPEE.
COCHICHEWICK.
COLUMBIAN.
CONSTELLATION.
CRESCENT.

DAY SPRING.

EvLor.

EssEx.

EUREKA.
FRATERNAL.

GATE OF THE TEMPLE.
GRECIAN

HAMPDEN.

HexgY PRICE.
Hiram.

HyDE PARK.

Ioxic (Taunton).
ISAAC PARKER.

Jonx CUTLER. PAvUL DEaN.
JORDAN. PAuL REVERE.
JOSEPH WARREN. PENTUCKET.
KILWIRNING. PEQUOSSETTE.
KiNg Davp. * PH®ENIX.
KING SOLOMON. PrLGRIM.
LAFAYETTE PIONEER.

(Boston Highlands).PLYMOUTH.
LIBERTY. PurNaM.
MASSACHUSETTS. RABBONI.

MAaY FLOWER. REVERE.

MERIDIAN. ~ RisiNG STAR.
MERRIMACK. ROBERT LasH.
MONITOR. RoOSWELL LEE.
MORNING STAR. SAGGAHEW.
MONTACUTE. SAINT ANDREW'S.
MouNnT CARMEL. SAINT MARTIN'S.
MounT HoPk. SAINT MATTHEW'S.
Mouxt Hores SaINT PAuL (Ayer).

(Woburn). SaINT PAuL’s
MouxT HOREB (South Boston).

(West Harwich).

MoOUNT LEBANON.
MouNT OLIVET.
MouNT VERNON.
NEWTON.
NORFOLK.
NorroLK UNION.
NORTH STAR.
OLDp COoLONY.
ORANGE. e
ORIENT.
OrPHAN'S HOPE.
PALESTINE.

STAR IN THE EAST.
STAR OF BETHLEHEM.
STARR KING.
TEMPLE.

THOMAS.

UnioN (Dorchester).
‘WARREN.

‘WILDER.

WiLLiAM NORTH.
‘WILLIAM PARKMAN.
WILLIAM SUTTON.
WINsLOwW LEwIs,
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The Committee on Trials submitted the fol-
lowing: —

REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF TEMPLE LODGE IN
THE TRIAL OF FREDERICK O. THOMAS.

IN GraND LopngE oF MASsACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
Sept. 8, 1875.

The committee to whom were referred the proceedings of
Temple Lodge, in the case of Frederick O. Thomas, have at-
tended to the duty assigned them, and submit the following
report: —

The respondent was charged * with conduct grossly criminal
and unbecoming a Mason,” and the specification sets forth the
nature of the offence with clearness and precision.

The respondent was duly notified, and the trial was conducted
in due form. The evidence introduced was sufficient to estab-
lish the guilt of the respondent, and your committee recommend
that the proceedings be approved by the Grand Lodge.

EpwaARrD AvVERY,

SaMmuEL WELLS,

FrEDERICK D. ELY,
Commiitee.

The report was accepted and the recommendation
adopted, whereby the doings of Temple Lodge are
approved, and the éxpulsion of Frederick O.
Thomas from all the rights and privileges of
Freemasonry confirmed.

The committee to whom were referred the pro-
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posed amendments to the Grand Constitutions
made report as follows: —

AMENDMENT TO SECTION 17, ARTICLE VIII., PART I., OF
THE GRAND CONSTITUTIONS.

GraAxp Lopee or MASSACHUSETTS,
Bosrox, September 8, 18785.
The committee to whom was referred the proposed amend-
ment to Section 17, Article VIIL., Part 1., of the Grand Con-
stitations, have duly considered the subject, and are of opinion
that the first sentence of said section should be amended

as proposed, and that the remainder of said section should
stand as at present.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
WiLLiAM S. GARDNER,
Szrexo D. NICKERSON,
EDWARD AVERY,
Commitice.

The report was accepted. The question ' then
being upon adopting the amendment as recom-
mended by the committee, it was found that one
hundred and thirty-eight voted yea, and two
voted nay,; whereupon the Grand Master declared
the amendment adopted. That part of the section
so amended will now read: —

“Three Past Masters &hall be annually ap-
pointed Grand Lecturers, whose duty it shall be
to exemplify, for the benefit of the Brethren
generally, the work and lectures of the several
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degrees, at such times and in such places as the
Grand Master shall direct.” ,

M.W. Bro. Lee, Grand Master of Masons in
Connecticut, retired from the hall, conducted by the
Grand Marshal, the Brethren all rising.

The committee to whom was referred the propo-
sition to amend Article IV., Part III., submitted
the following report: —

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE IV., PART III, OF
THE GRAND CONSTITUTIONS.

In Graxo Lobes,
Bostox, Sept. 8, 1875.
The committee to whom were referred the amendments pro-
posed to Article IV., Part ITI., have duly considered the same,
and recommend their adoption, with certain modifications, which
are herewith reported in a new draft as follows : —

ARTICLE 1V.
TriALS, SusPENSIONs AND EXPULSIONS.

Secrion I. The Grand Master shall annually appoint a
Board of five members of the Grand Lodge, to be styled Com-
missioners of Trials, but he may in his discretion appoint a

. Special Board of Commissioners for the trial of any given cause.
All commissioners shall be Past Masters. The first named of
said Board shall be the president thereof, and three members
shall constitute a quoram. Whenever a member of a Lodge, or
a Brother under this jurisdiction, shall be accused of any offence,
which, if proved, would subject him to expulsion or suspension
from the rights and privileges of Masonry, the proceedings in
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the premises shall be conduycted agreeably to the following -
rules : —
1. The accusation shall be made in writing, with specifica-
" tions of the offence, under the signature of a Master Mason,
and, if the accused is a member of any Lodge within the juris-
diction, shall be given in charge to the Master thereof, who
shall summon his Lodge to act upon the accusation. If the
Lodge by a majority vote determine that the charges require
investigation, then the accusation shall be given in charge to
the President of the Board, who, under direction of the Board,
shall cause the accused to be served with an attested copy of
the charges, together with a summons to appear, at a time and
place to be named in said summons, and make such answer to
the charges as he may desire. The summons shall be served
upon the accused fourteen days, at least, before the return day
" thereof. Such appearance may be made in person before the
President, or by filing an answer in writing with the President.
If the residence of the accused be out of the Commonwealth, and
unknown, the commissioners may proceed to examine the
charges ex parte; but if known and out of the Commonwealth,
a summons shall be sent him, Qhy mail or otherwise, sixty days,
" at least, before the time appointed for his appearance. The
service and the return thereof shall be according to regulations
to be made by the commissioners, and, when so made, shall be
conclusive. In case of unaffiliated Masons the accusation shall
be given in charge to the President of the Board, and the pro-
ceedings thereafter shall be as herein directed.

2. The examination of the charges shall be had at some
convenient place and time, to be designated by the commis-
sioners, of which due notice shall be given, and no visitors shall
be admitted, except as counsel or witnesses. Unless otherwise
ordered by the commissioners, the testimony may be taken by
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the President, who shall reduce the same to writing, to be sub-
mitted to the Board. Witnesses, if Masons, shall testify on
their honor as such. Other witnesses shall be duly sworn
before their testimony is taken.

8. Any Brother duly authorized may appear as oounsel in
support of, or in opposition to, the charges during the taking
of the testimony and in the argnment of the cause.

4. A full record of the proceedings in each case, including
the testimony taken, the action of the ooml'nissioners thereon,
and the sentence, if any, imposed upon the aocused, to be
signed by the commissioners acting in such case, shall be trans-
mifted to the Recording Grand Secretary, by him to be placed
on file and presented to the Grand Lodge at the next Quarterly
Communication. The action of the commissioners, including
the sentence, if any, imposed upon the respondent, if approved,
shall stand as the judgment of the Grand Lodge. The finding
of the commissioners shall be subject to correction or review by
the Grand Lodge, who may order a new trial, or otherwise
dispose of the case.

Seorrox II. Any five members of a Lodg'e, or the District
Deputy Grand Master, may impeach the Master of said Lodge
before the Grand Master, who shall order an investigation of
the charges ; and if, in his opinion, they are well founded and
of a character to justify the proceeding, he may suspend the
delinquent and summon him to appear for trial before said com-
missioners, or such special commissioners as the Grand Master
may appoint. The foregoing rules, as far as the same shall be
applicable, shall be observed in the trial of a Master of a Lodge
before such commissioners.

Secmiox III. The commissioners shall receive for their ser-
vices, and for necessary expenses in each case, such compensa-
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tion as the Grand Master shall determine and allow, upon the
certificate of the commissioners.

Seorrox IV. Whenever a complaint against a member of a
Lodge shall be presented to the commissioners in the manner
above provided, the Lodge of which he is a member shall, prior
to the time appointed for the trial of the complaint, deposit
with the Grand Treasurer the sum of fifty dollars towards de-
fraying the expenses of such trial, unless otherwise ordered by
the Grand Master. In case of complaints against unaffiliated
Masons, the Grand Master shall make order in regard to
defraying the expenses of the trial.

Secriox V. An expulsion or suspension of a Brother from
& Royal Arch Chapter, or 8 Commandery of Knight Templars,
shall not operate as an expulsion or suspension from Masonry,
or from the Lodge of which he is a member.

Section VI. No Lodge under this jurisdiction shall expel
or suspend a member from the rights of Masonry.

SecrioNn VII. Forfeiture or suspension of membership shall
not be imposed until the delinquent has been duly notified of
the time when and place where action will be taken in his case.
If the residence of the delinquent is out of the jurisdiction of
this Grand Lodge, or unknown, no notice shall be required.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

WiLLiaM S. GARDXER,

Serexo D. NiICKErsox,

EDpWARD AVERY,
Commattes.

The report was accepted, and the new draft of
Article IV. submitted by the committee was, after a
full discussion upon the importance of the subject
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and the merits of the proposed changes, recom-
mitted to the same committee, to report thereon at
our Annual Communication in December next.

R.W. Sereno D. Nickerson, in behalf of the
cobmmittee, appointed at the Quarterly Communi-
cation in June, 1874, to consider and report on the
best means of preserving the Ritual from altera-
tions, made report to the Grand Lodge, which was
accepted, and the recommendation adopted.

The Committee on Ritual submitted the following
report: —

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RITUAL IN RELATION
TO THE PREPARATION OF A TRESTLE-BOARD.

GraND LonGE OF MAssACHUSETTS,
BosTton, September 8, 1875.

The Committee on Ritual, who at the last quarterly commu-
nication were instructed to consider the propriety of preparing
a Masonic Trestle-Board for the use of the Lodges in this juris-
diction, respectfully report : — ’

That, inasmuch as the ritual is now established, and is likely to
remain unchanged for a long time, it would seem to be important
to furnish to the Brethren, in print, such portions of our ceremo-
nies and work as it may be proper to preserve in that form,
including a suitable installation and funeral service. It is
therefore recommended that such. a trestle-board be prepared
under the direction of this committee, and submitted to the
Grand Lodge for its approval.

For the committee,
SereENo D. NICKERSON,
Chairman.
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The report was accepted and the recommendation
adopted.

The Committee on By-Laws made their report as
follows: —

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS. \

In Graxp Lopee, Bosrox, September 8, 1875;
Tothe M. W. Grand Master : —

The Committee on By-Laws have examined the full codes sub-
mitted by Eureka Lodge, New Bedford, Ionic Lodge, Taunton,
and Grecian Lodge, Lawrence.

Some slight amendments have been made in all to bring them
in accord with the regulations of the M. W. Grand Lodge;
with these amendments and description of seals, being far-
nished by Eureka and Ionic Lodges, we recommend their
approval.

- The amendments to by-laws submitted by Athol Lodge,

Athol, Norfolk Lodge, Needham, Merrimack Lodge, Haver-
hill, Mt. Carmel Lodge, Lynn, and Alfred Baylies Lodge,
Taunton, are recommended for approval; also those from Gate
of the Temple, South Boston, with the erasure of one section as
made by the committee.

Fraternally submitted, A
W. F. SaLmon,
Tros. W. Davis,
Commsitee on By-Laws.

The report was accepted and the recommen-
dations adopted.

The committee appointed at the Special Com-
munication, August 6, 1875, to prepare a memorial
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for our records of R.W. Winslow Lewis, M.D.,
Past Grand Master, submitted to the Grand Lodge
the following report and accompanying documents,
and on motion the same was accepted, the resolu-
tions adopted, and the recommendation to print in
. our published Proceedings the documents referred
to and accompanying the report, approved.

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO R.W. WINSLOW LEWIS, PAST GRAND

MASTER. .

In Graxo Lopes.

QuarTERLY COMMUNICATION,
Sept. 8, A.L. 5875.
At the Special Communication of this Grand Lodge, held for
the purpose of solemnizing the burial of the earthly remains of
our Brother Past Grand Master WinsLow Lewis, the under-
signed were appointed a committee to prepare a memorial of him
for our records, to report at our Quarterly Communication now
being held, and would respectfully present the following papers
as their report : —

REPORT.

These symbols of mourning remind us that a beloved and dis-
tinguished Brother is no longer with us; they denote that the
earthly pilgrimage of one of the most faithful, active and honored
of our number has ended. Mors ultima linea rerum est. Death
with silent tread has taken away one who for more than forty
years was constant in his attendance on our Communications.
His cheerful countenance we shall not again see; his cheering
words we shall not again hear. In the transactions of this
Grand Lodge, in which he always felt the liveliest interest, he,
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henceforth, will not participate. When we are called to refresh-
ment, who can fill his place? Who can enliven and charm, with
wit and humor, at our social gatherings, as he did? His emi-
nently genial disposition endeared him to all who came under
its influence. In the Lodge, Chapter, Commandery, and in all
of the other branches of the Masonic Institution (with all of
_ which he was affiliated), no one was more respected and loved
than he. His head and heart were in accord in cherishing and
extending the benign principles of Masonry. His Masonic
career teems with examples testifying to his sincere and hearty
approbation of them. His life-long conduct illustrated them.
His voice is now silent. His inspiring presence cannot be re-
called. His .memory will ever be cherished and honored by us.
His virtuous example and good works survive. Few men,
when they have passed into the grave, leave behind them more
sincere mourners than has our departed Brother.

A distinguished member of this Grand Lodge has said that
¢ Dr. Lewis was a born Mason.” Is not this true? From his
youth to the time of his death was he not endued with that
spirit of benevolence and love of fraternization which are the
elements of Masonry? His natural tendency was to co-operate
with an Institution whose principles are so broad as to embrace
in its philanthropy the whole human family. But his heart
warmed not alone towards members of our Fraternity who were
in trouble or distress. His sympathy and kindness, profes-
sional and otherwise, were evidently remembered with affection
and gratitude over his coffin, in the church, by persons not of
our Society, if moistened eye, the quivering lip and gentle touch
of his mortal remains were evidences.

" In his remarks to this Grand Lodge in March last, on the
death of R.W. Brother JoBN FriNnT, M.D., he characterized the
latter’s goodness as ‘‘true greatness.” Though our Brother
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Lewis acquired an exalted reputation for skill as a surgeon, and
for excellence in the healing art; though in other branches of
science and art he had scholarly attainments ; though he was a
lover of the classics and embellished his speech and writings
with them ; though he was prominently connected with societies
for the diffusion of knowledge, in whose labors he took an active
part, — yet he was more distinguished for his goodness ; his yearn-
ing to dispense blessings to the suffering and depressed. His
charity was of the larger kind ; it consisted not merely in alms-
giving, but, rather, in the practice of what the five points of fel-
lowship teach us. In this we find Ais ¢‘ true greatness.” The
motto, which some years since he influenced this Grand Lodge
to adopt, is one which should have been his own: Homo sum,
et humani a me nil alienum puto: —* I am a man, and nothing
which relates to man can be foreign to my bosom.”

WinsLow LEwis, M.D., was born in Boston, on the 8th of
July, 1799, where his home continued to be to the time of his
death. He died in Grantville, near Boston, on the 8d of
August, 1875, at eleven o’clock and twenty-five minutes in the
evening. When taken sick, he was on a visit to his son-in-law,
Dr. George H. Gay, whose summer residence is in that village.

The following extract from a note received from Dr. Gay
will be read with intense, though sad interest by all who knew
Dr. Lewis personally or by reputation : —

‘He left Boston, July 7th, for Grantville. On July 15th,
he was froubled with flatulency and pain in the region of the
stomach. This passed away, and he was better. Two or
three days afterwards he was making preparations to go to
Boston when he was seized with a chill.

He went to bed, seemingly much exhausted, very feeble,

- and with a hot, feverish condition of the skin, and a slight mut-
tering delirium, with almost constant restlessness of the body.

From this time there was a gradual fading away; he was
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never Dr. Lewis again. There were times when he could be
roused, and answered questions apparently in a rational way ; but
he would soon seem to forget, and then stop and go to sleep.

These periods of nervous restlessness, indistinct mutterings,
and consciousness, continued day by day without any favorable

* change.

Twice during the last week of his life there was every rea-
sonable indication that he was dying, as evidenced by the ex-
treme feebleness of the pulse, and the coldness and the eold
moisture upon the head and face and below the knees.

During the unremitting nursing there was a gradual restor-
ation of warmth and an improved condition of the pulse.

Again there was a rallying for a short period, conscious-
ness came back, his eyes looked on all around him ; he gave his
good-bye, and then with an effort, turned on to his right side,
and said, ‘‘J am going to sleep ; * and the light immediately went
out, Aug. 8, 1875, at eleven o’clock and twenty-five minutes in
the evening.

BrorHER LEWIs was fitted for college under the tuition of
Mr. Daniel Staniford, of Boston; graduated at Harvard Uni-
versity in 1819 ; studied medicine under the late Dr. John C.
Warren, and received the degree of M.D. in 1822. He then
went to Europe to perfect his_ professional studies, where he
attended the lectures of GurLLAUME DuPUYTREN (born in 1778),
the most distinguished French surgeon of his time, professor of
medical science in the faculty of medicine in Paris, and chief'
surgeon in the Hétel Dieu; and those of JOHN ABERNETHY,
(born in 1764), an eminent English surgeon, wha lectured in
London.

-In 1855, he was a Counsellor of the Massachusetts Medical
Society ; & member of the American Medioal Society, at Paris,
France ; and 'consulting surgeon of the Massachusetta General
Hospital. He was for two years physician of the municipal in-.
stitutions and three years physician of the House of Correction..
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In this connection, we would lay before you a communication
from the distinguished poet and belles lettres writer, OLIVER W EN-
peL HoLmes, M. D., the Professor of Anatomy of Harvard
University. He was a pupil of Dr. Lewis, and it will be ob-
served appreciated the excellence of his character, as well as*
his professional skill and learning. We also present here an
article from the ¢ BosToN MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL,”
which, a few words excepted, is an appropriate tribute to the
memory of Dr. Lewis.

‘WinsLow Lewis, M.D.

One of the earlier associations of physicians for teaching the
various branches of their profession was that formed by Dr.
James Jackson, Dr. Walter Channing, Dr. Winslow Lewis and
Dr. George W. Otis. Of this band of teachers Dr. Channing
is now the only survivor. °

The charge of the department of Anatomy devolved upon
Dr. Lewis. This brought him into more constant relations with
the students than the other officers of instruction. As one of
his pupils, I had ample opportunities of knowing his capacity
as an instructor, and his social qualities as a companion. I
think all who remember him in these two relations will agree
that he was one of the most agreeable and interesting of
teachers, and one of the most genial and kindhearted of men.
He was with us as one of us, sharing our labors in the arduous
practical part of them, delighting in imparting knowledge, and
doing it with a good-nature and vivacity which made hard work
8 pleasure. Adroit and neat-handed himself, he took pains to
make his students skilful in the lesser as well as the greater
operations and manipulations. It was from him that we
learned how to put on a spica bandage so that it should be a
pleasure to contemplate it as a work of art. How often have
some of us wished that this or that noted surgeon had taken
lessons with us of Dr. Lewis. ‘

Medical scholarship in its extended sense is all but obsolete.
The great increase in the number of medical journals; the sub-
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division of the healing art into specialties, in each of which
there is a considerable literature of its own; the revolution
effected by the microscope in several departments, with other
causes, have so changed the relative value of the once classic
authorities in the general estimate, that very few libraries afford
the student the means of seeing how the present state of knowl-
edge has grown out of the past. All this is, however, less true
of Anatomy than of any other branch of medical science. One
who would study the muscles will find no substitate for Albinus,
whose magnificent figures are more than a hundred years old;
one who would know what has been learned about the lymphat-
ics will find no recent delineations to compare with those of
the long renowned Mascagni.

These were the books Dr. Lewis had a passion for; and yet
80 open-handed was he that he could not resist the temptation
to give away his treasures to those that valued them. This
habit never forsook him, and it was only a year or two ago that
I was pleasantly surprised by a gift from him of a great folio
containing a large number of portraits of famous anatomists,
surgeons and physicians.

Dr. Lewis’s old age was singularly cheerful, and his cordial
greeting of his old pupils and friends was just as it always had
been in the brighter season, — as we are apt to consider it, — be-
fore the days of the frost and the fading leaf have brought their
changes. He has left a name which many friends will embalm
with their recollections, and, in adding this slight tribute to
worthier offerings, I am sure that the feeling which prompts it,
will more than excuse its insufficiency.

OLiver WeNDELL HoLmes.
Bostox, Sept. 1st, 1875.

[From the ¢ Boston Medical and Surgical Journal,” August 12,
1875.]
Dr. WinsLow Lewis.

The death of Dr. Lewis has removed one from the small circle
of professional men now remaining among us whose lives date
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back into the last century. He was born July 8, 1799, and
graduated at Harvard College in 1819. Studying medicine
under the late Dr. John C. Warren, he took his degree in 1822,
and subsequently completed his medical education in Europe,
where he had the privilege of listening to such men as Dupuy-
tren and Abernethy. On returning to tbis country he began
the practice of his profession, in which he was quite successful,
acquiring considerable reputation for skill as a surgeon. His
activity as a physician, and the high respect in which he was
held by his fellow-citizens, are shown by the numerous positions
of honor and trust which he has from time to time held. He
was at one time physician of the municipal institutions, and also
of the House of Correction, and has been for many years one of
the consulting physicians of the Massachusetts General Hospital
and of the Boston City Hospital. He has also occupied posi-
tions in the General Court, the Common Council, and the School
Committee, and for six years was on the board of overseers of
Harvard College. .

Retiring from the practice of his profession many years ago.
he has been better known to most of the profession of late years
as a prominent Freemason, of which Craft he has been a mem-
ber for nearly Lalf a century, during which period he has been
the recipient of nearly every honor which it was in the power of
the Brotherhood to bestow. As Past Grand Master of the
Masons of Massachusetts, and one who took an unusual interest
in the welfare of the Order, he was held in high respect by its
members, by whom a fitting tribute has been paid to his
memory.

His great activity and versatile talents, combining with a
warm heart, kindly disposition, and courtly manners, have en-
deared him to the many classes in the community with which in
the course of a long life he has come in contact.

He was a representative to the General Court of Massachu-
setts in 1830, 1832 and 1836 ; a member of the Common Coun-
cil of Boston in 1839 ; a member of the School Committee of
Boston in 1839, 1840, 1841, 1844, 1845, 1857 and 1858 ; a vis-
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itor of the United States Marine Hospital from 1856 to 1862 ;
an overseer of Harvard University from 1856 to 1862; and
consulting physician of the City of Boston in 1861.

He early was connected with the New ExeLanDp HisToric
GExXEALOGICAL SociETY. He was its president from January,
1861, to January, 1866, when he was succeeded by John A.
Andrew, LL. D. His addresses to the society, as president,
are learned, and cogently and eloquently set forth the de-
signs for which it was established. His address before this
society on the occasion of the decease of Epwarp EvVERETT
abounds in classical lore; and is a tribute to his memory, un-
surpassed in beauty of diction, and abounding in earnest,
tender and feeling expressions relative to the character of the
distinguisheds statesman. We should be glad to present these
addresses for republication by the Grand Lodge, but their vo-
laminousness forbids. They will be found in the ‘¢ New England
Historical and Genealogical Register.” Dr. Lewis’ attendance
&t the meetings of the Society was constant, and his interest in
its welfare never abated ; he contributed largely to'the Library,
as the acknowledgments of the Librarian testify.

Your committee annex to this report a Memoir of Dr. Lewis,
written by our late. R.W. Brother Joa~x H. SrepPARD, and pub-
lished in 1863, in Vol. XVIL of the ¢ New England Historical
and Genealogical Register.” It embraces his family history to
that date, and is no doubt authentic; both the writer and his
subject being strong friends, and in frequent personal commu-
nication, would leave no doubt of the fact. To connect so
long a paper with our report was at first a question of doubt;
but when we remembered that it related to the ancestors of our
esteemed Brother Lewis, and to his life, your committee no
longer hesitated in presenting it to you.. In the same yolume
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of the Register are Genealogies of the Lewis and Winslow
families prepared by Brother Sheppard.

Our brother was the President of the GYN£COLOGICAL Socrery,
and one of the editors of the ¢t G¥N&EcoLoGICAL JourNAL.” The
Society was established on the 22d of January 1869; the
Journal, in July, of that year. We annex an extract from the
¢ Salutatory by the Publisher” of the Journal, which will be
read with interest, as it refers to Dr. Lewis. The publication
of the Journal is for the present suspended.

[From the July number, in 1869, of the ‘¢ Gyncecological Journal.”]

The senior of them [the editors], Dr. Lewis, has been a
very prominent man in New England ever since the commence-
ment of his long professional career. Trainedeby the best
surgeon of the times, Dr. John C. Warren, he early proved
himself a most expert anatomist and operator, and has for
many years been identified with the great professional charities
of Boston. At the present moment he holds & noteworthy pre-
eminence, in that he is a member of the consulting staff of each
of our great hospitals, the Massachusetts General, the City,
and the Carney. He was the founder, and for many years the
President, of the Boylston Medical School, which so long com-
peted in private instruction with the Tremont, and was finally
discontinued only in consequence of the subsidizing of one or
more of its teachers by Harvard University. He has repeatedly
served as one of the consulting physicians of the City of Boston,
and was formerly City Physician.

In private life, his influence has been as extensive. The
most prominent Freemason perhaps in New England, indeed
considered in Massachusetts as the Nestor of the Fraternity,
his name goes down to posterity as the founder of the most
energetic Lodge in Boston, known by his own name.

Dr. Lewis has always disbelieved in the too great central-
izatiom of power, applying the same rule to the medical profes-
sion that governs, in this country, the rest of the community.
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It is not impossible that certain articles of his creed may at
times manifest themselves in the pages of this Journal, —
opposing, as he ever has done, the subordination of the mass of
the profession to a few self-appointed rulers, the transmission
of authority by these to their parasites, and the assumption of
superiority by the metropolis in the distribution of State medical
offices. He is no coward himself, and he cannot brook an

" unmanly fear in others. His intolerance of all that is mean
and disingenuous may at times have led him to acts capable
of misinterpretation ; but such a fault, if it can be so called,
has always been upon the right side. By the older men of the
profession, Dr. Lewis’ connection with the Journal will be
none the less valued because he retains so much of the fire and
progressive tendencies of his youth.

Of the NwaasMATIC SoCIETY, he was President from 1860 to
1865. The AMERICAN * JoURNAL oF NumisMaTICs,” Which has
been published since 1866, gives in its first number an able
address, on the objects of the Society, delivered by him. Jere-
miah Colburn, Esq., has given valuable information relative to
both the Society and Journal. He is the President of the
Society.

‘We might further advance our inquiries as to the antecedents
of our deceased Brother outside of Masonry, but we forbear.
An active and intelligent life of nearly fourscore years, like his,
abounds with incidents of general import full of the highest
example. Though in the early part of his career he was en-
grossed with the cares and duties of a laborious profession, we
know from his character, that even then, as well as later, he
was interested and, as far as possible, active in whatever tended
to promote the well-being of society.

That which follows will relate mainly to his Masonic life and
Masonic connections. It ‘is proper to state that he wad in
Europe, after his initiation in 1830, in the years 1849, 1850,
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1851, 1865 and 1872. This will account for his non-attend-
ance at Masonic meetings during thesk periods.

He was initiated into Masonry in CoLumBiaN Lopge, No-
vember 8, 1880 ; crafted January 6, 1831, and raised February
8, 1831. He was proposed for the degrees by the dis-
tinguished Dr. Joshua B. Flint, then Master of the Lodge,
and - who subsequently in 1835, 1836 and 1837, was Grand
Master of Masons in Massachusetts. Brother Lewis did not
take membership in Columbian Lodge. He was elected an
Honorary Member of it May 2, 1861. Twenty years ago he
wrote to the author of the history of that Lodge: ¢¢ Truth and
my feelings prompt the declaration that in Masonry I have
found the best friends, the best social ties and comforts; and
that the ¢ whitest’ hours of my life (apart from my family) have
been when surrounded by ¢ Brothers,” and around that Altar,
where heart beats responsive to heart, and all ¢ mingle into
bliss.”” We add to the papers accompanying this report
the famous communication of Brother Lewis addressed to the
Mirror dated Aug. 21, 1830, and signed Mercator. The
Mirror was then edited by our late R.W. Brother Charles
'W. Moore, but was not exclusively devoted to Masonic sub-
Jects. ‘

Brother Lewis became a member of SaiNt JomN's Lopae,
March 3, 1834. It would appear, therefore, that he was not a
member of any Lodge from the time he was raised in CoLum-
BIAN Lopoge, February 3, 1831, to March 8, 1834, when his
membership commenced with Saint John’s Lodge. We present
our thanks to Brother James W. Allen, Secretary of Saint
John’s Lodge, for his letter of Aug. 16, 1875, which we
connect herewith. It records the :fact that he was elected an
honorary member of St. John's Lodge on the 5th of Novem-
ber, 1860.
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Bosrox, August 16, 1875.
R.W. John T. Heard: —

Dear Sik AND BroTHER, — In compliance with your request
to the W. Master of Saint John’s Lodge, I herewith furnish
the following facts from the Records of said Lodge in reference
to R.W. Brother Winslow Lewis, M.D., from the date of his
membership until his decease. .

Brother Winslow Lewis, jr., was proposed for membersh1p at
the regular meeting held Feb. 8, 1834, by Brother John B.
Hammatt, and was elected to membership, signing the By-Laws
at the regular meeting held March 8, 1834.

He was elected an Honorary Member Nov. 5, 1860. He
served as Junior Deacon in 1836 and 1841; Junior Warden
in 1887, 1838 and 1842; Senior Warden in 1839, 1843 and
1844, and Marshal in 1840, 1845, 1846 and 1847.

At the annual meeting Jan. 6, 1840, Brother Lewis stated
to the Lodge that his numerous duties in Masonic Bodies
rendered it necessary for him to positively decline a re-election
to the position of Senior Warden.

At the annual meeting held Dec. 4, 18438, Brother Lewis was
re-elected Senior Warden by a unanimous vote for the succeed-
ing year, but declined accepting; when R.W. Rev. Brother E.
M. P. Wells, D.D., was unanimously elected to the position.

At a meeting held Dec. 12, 1848, for the purpose of installing
the officers elect for the ensuing year, the following resolu-
tion, offered by Brother J. W. Ingraham, was unanimously
adopted : —

¢¢ Resolved, That the warmest thanks of St. John’s Lodge be'
presented to W. Brother Winslow Lewis, Jr., for the unwearied,
faithful and impartial services which he has rendered to this
Lodge for a long course of years in various offices, and
particularly as Senior Warden of the Lodge.”

At the meeting held Jan. 1, 1844, a letter was received
from R.W. Rev. Brother E. M. P. Wells, D.D., resigning his
position as Senior Warden of the Lodge, on account of occupying
the position of D.D.G. Master for the first Masonic District, and
Brother Lewis was again unanimously elected Senior Warden,
and was persuaded to acoept.
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At the annual meeting for election of officers, held Deec. 2,
1844, Brother Lewis again retired from the office of Senior War-
den, when, on motion of R.W. Brother Rev. E. M. P. Wells,
D.D., the following vote was unanimously adopted : —

‘¢ Voted, That the Brethren of St. John’s Lodge present their
thanks to our late Senior Warden, Winslow Lewis, Jr., for his
faithful and highly acceptable services as Senior Warden for the
past year. As we must ¢ part’ with him we are happy that it
is on the ¢square;’ comforted that we shall often ¢ meet him
on the level’ of that good fellowship of which he seems to
" breathe the spirit. Though his ¢ Sun in the West’ has officially
¢ get,” yet we trust it will ¢ rise in the East’ ere long yet.”

At the regular meeting of the Lodge on Monday evening,
April 8, 1837, Brother Lewis favored the members with a
deeply interesting and highly appreciated lecture, translated by
him from the French, on Masonry. Many Brethren from other
Lodges were present.

He also, at the regular meeting Jan 4, 1841, presented to the
Lodge a very beautiful and valuable apron for the use of the
presiding officer of the Lodge.

From the records it is ascertained that Brother Lewis was
nearly always selected by the W. Masters of the Lodge for
many years to serve upon nearly all the most important com-
mittees, thereby showing that his services on such committees
were indispensable.

At the recent trial in St. John’s Lodge, of Past Master
and Secretary Solon Thornton, Brother Lewis discharged his
duties as Chairman of the Prosecuting Committee, impartially,
efficiently, and with a thoroughness above reproach.

Respectfully and fraternally,
James W. ALLEN,
Secretary of St. John’s Lodge.

As has already been remarked, Brother Lewis was constant in
his attendance on our Communications. His official daties were
always performed with alacrity and efficiency. We enumerate
the offices he held in Grand Lodge, and the positions he
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occupied on Committees and Boards of Trustees established
by it: —

Grand Steward in 1833, 1834 and 1885.

Grand Sword Bearer in 1836 and 1837.

Member of Committee of Finance in 1839.

Corresponding Grand Secretary in 1841, 1842, 1843 and 1844.
In 1844 he resigned the office, on his election as Senior Warden
of Saint John’s Lodge.

Grand Marshal in 1845.

Deputy Grand Master in 1846 and 1847.

Member of Committee on Library (created in 1850). He was
first appointed in 1853, and continued to be a member of it
until the time of his decease, covering the long period of twenty-
three years. During most of this time he was chairman.

Grand Master in 1855, 1856 and 1860.

A Trustee of the Masonic Temple at two different periods.

A Trustee of the Charity Fund for many years.

A member of the Board of Directors in 1859, 1862, 1863,
1864, 1865, 1866, 1867 and 1868.

He delivered an address at the installation of December 28,
1840. The address accompanies this report.

He was Grand Master pro tem. at the Communication of June
8, 1859, and presided at the installation of Dec., 1870.

To prevent confusion, the names being the same, it is proper
to state that his father, Capt. Winslow Lewis, was Junior Grand
Warden in 1840, 1841 and 1842. We copy and present the
remarks of R.W. Augustus Peabody, Past Grand Master, made
in Grand Lodge, June 12, 1850, on his decease ; and the resolu-
tions then adopted in relation to the event. The words of
Brother Peabody are eloquent and interesting, and contain a
very pleasant and complimentary allusion to Winslow Lewis,
Junior,
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GrAXD LopGE oF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QuarTERLY MEETING,
June 12, 1850.

R.W. Brother Peabody submitted the following remarks and
resolutions on the death of R.W. Brother Winslow Lewis, senior,
which were adopted and ordered to be spread upon the Records,
and a copy forwarded to the family.

One of the seats in the Grand Lodge, heretofore occupied by
one of the firmest and most valued supporters of the Order, is
vacant.

Since our last Quarterly Meeting, our aged and ever-faithful
Brother, Winslow Lewis, senior, has, by the Supreme Master,
been called from his field of ever-diligent and useful labors, to
his final rest. His cheerful voice will no more encourage the
craftsmen, and his wisdom and energy will no longer direct and
animate them in their labors. .

Brother Lewis was born at Wellfleet, on Cape Cod, on the
11th of May, 1770. His grandfather, the Rev. Isaiah Lewis,
who for half a century was minister of Wellfleet, married Aba-
gail Winslow, a descendant of a brother of Governor Winslow.
He gave to his oldest son the Chustlan name of Winslow, and
this became a family name.

Our venerable Brother is gone —but the name is not lost ;
for his son Winslow, a distinguished surgeon of Boston, and who
is & Past Deputy Grand Master of our Grand Lodge, still re-
mains an honor to his ancestral name. He is still a constant
attendant at our meetings, cheering and encouraging our labors
by his wisdom, fidelity and social virtues.

Our lamented Brother, like his father and most of the enter-
prising young men of his native place, in his youth entered into
mercantile pursuits. In early life he rose to the command of a
vessel, in which course he continued, enjoying the confidence of
his employers, and the love of those whom he commanded, till
past middle age, when his extensive experience, and keen and
judicious habits of observation, pointed him out to the govern-
ment as a fit man to superintend the erection and management
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of the light-houses along our coast. To that office he was ap-
pointed, and continued in it till his death.

Our lamented Brother, in 1791, soon after he became of age,
was made a Freemason in Liverpool, England; and in 1793, in
London, he was made a Royal Arch Mason and-a Knight Tem-
plar. He was the oldest Royal Arch Mason, and Knight Tem-
plar, and perhaps the oldest Mason in the State.

He was fond of relating anecdotes, showing the benefits that
he and others, within his knowledge, had received, at sea, and
in foreign lands, by reason of being members of the Order.

He belonged to a generation of Freemasons. His father was
initiated in St. Andrew’s Lodge, in Boston, in 1765. His son is
now with us, and we daily witness his fidelity and attachment
to the Order. May the day be far distant when it shall be the
duty of any one to speak of his charities as deeds that have
passed.

He, whose loss we deplore, was one of the most constant and
faithful supporters of the Order. With bold and unflinching
firmness he defended and sustained it in those bad times when
so many were discouraged, forsook us, and fled. He was
called to sustain many important offices, and died a Past Grand
‘Warden, and a permanent member of the Grand Lodge.

He was modest and unassuming, but always active in domg
good to the Brethren and Lodges around him.

In the latter part of his life he lived in Roxbury ; there he
became a member and active supporter of Washington Lodge,
and it was, in a great measure, owing to his patronage and
kind efforts that Washington Lodge emerged from the depres-
sion that had long borne it down; and it became one of the
most fiourishing and active Lodges in the State.

Brother Lewis, through his long life, was enterprising, and
habitually industrious and prudent; by moderate and steady
accumulation he left an ample fortune.

Through his life he enjoyed almost uninterrupted health. On
Saturday, the 11th of May, 1850, the day he was eighty years
old, he was apaprently in good health, and devoted the early part
of the day to the ordinary transactions of his. business in Bos-
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ton and Charlestown. This eightieth birthday admonished him
to set his house in order and prepare for his last great change,
which, by the laws of nature, he knew must be near at hand ;
and he methodically arranged his papers and books, and at
night said he had not an outstanding account that was not fully
stated and brought to a balance.

All this seemed to be prophetic of his end; for the next
morning, May 12, without any apparent cause, a blood-vessel
burst in his lungs, which had hitherto appeared to be perfectly
sound. '

In the course of the day the bleeding at the lungs was
staunched. He suffered no pain, but became weak, and more
weak every succeeding day. On Friday, May 17, finding that
he had no pains, he told his pastor, his confidential friend, that
at first he thought the attack would prove speedily fatal, but
having continued so long he began to entertain a hope that his
strength would so far return that he should be able to attend
the Masonic Festival, at Framingham, on the approaching 24th
of June.

Soon after this he sunk into insensibility, and constantly be-
came more feeble till the morning of May 20, when, without a
struggle, he ceased to breathe.

His habitual modesty, and shrinking from every appearance
of ostentation, prevented his expressing a wish to have a
Masonic funeral, and the Grand Lodge did not feel at liberty
to attend the last solemnities in their regalia; but most of the
members of the Grand Lodge, in the vicinity, and a maultitade
of Brethren and friends, endeared to Brother Lewis by his acts
of friendship and kindness, attended his funeral; and as they
gazed on his features for the last time testified their sorrow for
the loss of a good and just man.

The intellect and benevolent spirit of Winslow Lewis, junior,
pervade our proceedings almost from the commencement of his
connection with the Masonic Institution. The reports of com-
mittees of which he was chairman, and his addresses, as Grand
Master, are performances creditable to him and honorable to us.
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It is the wish of your committee to lay before you all of these
productions of which he was the author. To reports of com-
mittees of which he was not the chairman, however important,
we do not ask your attention, though in some of them, even,
his mind and pen evidently appear. His reports as chairman
of committees on subjects relating to the granting of Charters,
on By-Laws, etc., we do not present.

Obituary resolutions which from time to time were presented
by him to this Grand Lodge, in honor of the memory of its de-
ceased members, are models of tribute to departed worth. We
give several examples of them.

His reports on the Library of this Grand Lodge, in the forma-
tion of which he took an absorbing interest for many years, will
be read by all Masons with due appreciation of his labors to
establish this instrument of great beneflt to Masonry. The first
Committee on the Library was created in 1850. Its members
were George M. Randall (afterwards Bishop of Colorado), €.
Gayton Pickman and Lucius R. Paige, D.D. The same Breth-
ren served in 1851, and probably in 1852, though the record
does not so state. In 1853 the members of the committee were
Lucius R. Paige, C. Gayton Pickman and Winslow Lewis. The
same Brethren acted in 1854. In 1855 the members of the
committee were Winslow Lewis, George M. Randall and
Charles W. Moore. From this time until 1872 Brother Lewis
was chairman. Afterwards, though he still remained on the
committee, Past Grand Master Sereno D. Nickerson performed
the duties of chairman, through whose labors, as well as those
of Dr. Lewis, the Library, it is no exaggeration to say, has be-
come one of the most complete Masonic libraries in the world.

Our first library (not that purchased fifty years ago or longer,
of Rev. Dr. Harris, the books of which appear not to have been
taken care of, and were soon lost) was destroyed by fire at the
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burning of Freemasons’ Hall on the 6th of April, 1864. In its
formation our Brother Lewis was greatly interested. He had
contributed to its shelves many rare and valuable Masonic works.
No one more than he realized our loss; but, undaunted, he at
once set at work, almost without aid, to establish another library.
His enthusiasm in this labor was unbounded. The limited
funds of the Grand Lodge he brought into requisition, and, imi-
tating his own example, contributed to the re-creation of a col-
lection of Masonic publications which he deemed necessary to
the Masonic student. He found in Brother Nickerson a sym-
pathizing and faithful coadjutor ; hence the magnificent Library
we possess. We would bring the attention of the Grand Lodge
to the subjoined reports on the Library, and to a private letter
to Brother Heard, dated April 10, 1864, on the subject of the
destruction of the Library. The letter is so eminently char-
acteristic of the writer, and so sparkling, that it should not be
withheld.

Another great work of our lamented Brother was the procur-
ing of the portraits of the Grand Masters who served previously
to 1855, with the exception only of two, those of the Hon. Tim-
othy Bigelow and Gen. Elijah Crane. He wrote: ¢ To obtain
this result has required great perseverance, a large sacrifice of
time and patience, and much of personal toil.” What, then,
must have been his feelings, on the morning of the 6th of April,
1864, to see nothing but ashes remaining of this valuable col-
lection! His réport *‘ on portraits,” made to Grand Lodge,
December 12, 1855, will be read with interest and apprecia-
tion. '

His addresses to the Grand Lodge, while he was Grand Mas-
ter, though terse,as most of his writings and speeches were,
were distinguished for wisdom, beauty of style, warmth of
fraternal feeling, and apt quotations from the Latin classics
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for which he was celebrated. We annex these papers to this
report, and advise their republication; not alone because they
emanated from Dr. Lewis, but because they afford much infor-
mation relative to the condition of the Fraternity at that time,
and especially of the Lodges in Massachusetts, which will be
new and interesting to our Brethren of the present day. Twenty
years ago, our printed Proceedings embraced only about three
hundred copies, of which of course few are now to be found,
and of their contents but a small number of Masons, now active,
have any knowledge.

In June, 1888, President Andrew Jackson (Past Grand Mas-
ter of Tennessee), with his cabinet, visited Boston. We copy
the proceedings of our Grand Lodge at the Commaunication held
on the 22d of June, 1883, as related in the Mirror of 1833, at
which Hon. Joel R. Poinsett, one of his suite, was present.
At an entertainment given to Bro. Poinsett, by Masons, he was
addressed by Brother Lewis, whose address we now lay before
you. It is believed that it has never been printed.

‘We have already mentioned the fact, of Dr. Lewis being an
Honorary Member of CoLumMBIAN LopnGE, — his alma mater in
Masonry, —and that he was elected an Honorary Member of
Saint Jonn’s Lopae, November 5, 1860; and would now in-
stance the other Masonic Bodies with which he was thus
related : —

Loge Crémente Awrnif, Paris, France. We wrote to the
Lodge on the 6th ultimo, giving information ‘of the decease of
Brother Lewis. It is too soon to receive a reply. In 1855, our
Brother was a member of this society ; but how long before that
date is unknown to us.

PrraAGORAS LopeE, No. 86, of New York city. We have
written to the Lodge, informing it of the death of its honored
member, but have had nQ response. We had the name -of no
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officer to whom to address our letter, so that it may have mis-
carried. It is probable that he was elected a member September
1, 1855. :

He was an Honorary Member of Roprer Lasm Lopbag, of
Chelsea. R.W. Brother Tracy P. Cheever writes as follows,
under the date of Angust 11th last : —

¢ Upon inspection of the records of Robert Lash Lodge, it
appears that R.W. Brother Lewis was admitted an Honorary
Member on February 26th, 1868. His name, with that of each
of the other Past Grand Masters of Massachusetts, was sub-
mitted for Honorary Membership, January 22, 1868, at the first
Regular Communication of the Lodge after its constitution ; and
the proposition (made by myself) was perhaps the first official
business of the Lodge after it became fully empowered to
work. )

¢¢ Brother Lewis, not only in his private conversations with me,
but in his addresses to the Lodge, of which he made several at
the Quarterly Meetings, which he attended when his health per-
mitted, expressed the warmest interest in and attachment to the
Lodge, the founders of which he had known for many years in
connection with Star of Bethlehem Lodge and in other Masonic
connections. Moreover, there were some peculiar features
about the Lodge which seemed to attract him, and which gave
vivacity to his spirits when among us. 'We had our own songs,
sung by our own choir, — our special merry-makings at the
Quarterlies, and all the Past Grand Masters in Honorary
Membership with us,— good feasts and good times, with no
ostentation and no great expense. Besides, he had a very
affectionate regard for our departed Brother, for whom the
Lodge was named, and with whom he was for many years
most intimately associated, and more especially in the dark
days. I hardly think there was a Masonic Body with which he
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was connected, with the exception of Winslow Lewis Lodge,
with which his whole connection was more thoroughly genial
and enjoyable than with Robert Lash Lodge. That Lodge will
long mourn his departure to the higher sphere; and, take him
for all in all, I think the babe is yet unborn who shall see his
superior in all that pertains to a noble manhood.”

Our Brother, Fred C. Blocklinger, Secretary of GERMANIA
Lobge, of Boston, writes to your committee : —

*“ Our late beloved Brother, Dr. Winslow Lewis, was made
an Honorary Member of Germania Lodge, March 24, 5856, and
has been called by the members, ¢ Father of the Lodge.’”

‘WiwsLow Lewris LopGe, after serving under Dispensation,
was chartered by the Grand Lodge on the 10th of December,
1856. One of the articles of"its by-laws, section three, under
provisions for membership, reads thus : —

¢ Our M.W. Brother Winslow Lewis is hereby declared to
be an Honorary Member of this Lodge, with all the rights and
privileges usually appertaining to such membership.”

Between this Lodge and Brother Lewis the most cordial rela-
tions always existed. He contributed liberally to its Library ;
he embellished the walls of its Sodality room with valuable
paintings and engravings ; and placed in its archives documents
of rare excellence. These acts denote that he felt honored by
the Lodge in the name it had adopted. At the consecration of
the Lodge, December 26, 1856, he delivered an address before
it, marked with learning, but still more for its good, sound prac-
tical instruction. It accompanies this report.

He was made an Honorary Member of Kane Lodge, No. 454,
in the jurisdiction of the State of New York, on the 16th of
February, 1875. The Worshipful Master, Ira Chase, wrote to
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the committee, in reply to the announcement by them of the
death of Brother Lewis, in these words : —

“I have to-day [Aug. 20th] received your letter of Aug.
12th. The Lodge has called off for the summer. On our re-
suming work, the death of our lamented Brother, R.W. Wins-
low Lewis, M. D., will be duly announced, when the action of
the Lodge will be communicated to yon. He was elected an
Honorary Member Feb. 16, 1875. Accepting an invitation
from me, he visited the Lodge, June 1, 1875, and was most eor-
dially received, with several other officers of the Grand Lodge
of the State of Massachusetts. I myself was too ill to be
present on that occasion, much to my regret. He, however,
* visited me at my house, and at my bedside greeted me in his
usual tenderness, with a kiss of fraternal love. I had known
him from my boyhood and loved him dearly. The certificate of
membership, prepared by order of the Lodge, I presented to
him at the Temple, in Boston, accompanied by a letter, a copy
of which I herewith enclose. This will give you some idea of
the esteem and affection of Kane Lodge for the distinguished
and lamented Brother, whose death we, in common with you and
the whole Fraternity, sincerely mourn. Well may we say of
him: —

¢¢ ¢ Life's blessings all enjoyed,
Life’s labor done, '
Serenely to his final rest he pass’d,
‘While the soft memory of his virtues yet

Lingers like twilight hues,
‘When the bright sun is set.””

The certificate to which Brother Chase referseis beautifully
written, and enclosed in a frame of artistic excellence. They
are in possession of WinsLow Lewis Lopax, where they will
be safely guarded. The letter referred to as accompanying the
certificate we append hereto.

The Lodge L’Uxtox FRANCAISE we have written to, to inquire
as to the relations Dr. Lewis held to it, but no response has, as
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yet, been received. It is probable that they were those of an
Honorary Member.

[The following is a copy of a note received ﬁ-om ‘Worshipful
Brother H. Whittaker, Jr., Master of the L'Unxton FraNgAise
Lopae, dated at New York, 21st September, 1875: ¢ I must
apologize for not having sooner answered your letter of the 25th
of August, whlch I only received on my return from the eountry
on the 18th inst.

¢¢1 have endeavored in the mean time to obtain such informa-
tion as I could as to the relations of our late Right Worshipful
Brother Winslow Lewis, with the L'UNtox Frangaise, No. 17,
but regret to say that it is but meagre, as none of the Brethren -
who are now members of the Lodge were so at the time he was
made a member.

¢¢ I find from our archives, that the lamented Brother in ques-
tion was created an Honorary Member of L'UNioN FRANQAISE,
No. 17, at the Regular Communication of February 10, 1856.

¢¢ At our Regular Communication, held on the 13th of Septem-
ber, i