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Abstract of Procedings

OF

THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.
MARCH 13, A. L. 5872.

A QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE M. W. GRAND
LobGE oF MassAcHUSETTS was held at Masonic Tem-
ple, Boston, on Wednesday, March 13, A.L. 5872. A.D. 1872.

PRESENT:

M.W. SEReNO DWIGHT NICKERSON . . . Grand Master.
R.W. PercivaL Lowerr EVERETT . . . . Deputy Grand Master.

R.W. WiLLiam F, SALMON,as . ... . . Senior Grand Warden.
RW. Tracy P. CHEEVER . . . . . . . Junior Grand Warden.
RW. JouN MCCLELLAN . . . . . . . . Grand Treasurer.

RW. CuarLes H. Trrus . . . . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.

RW. CuarLes W. MoorRe. . . . . . . Corresponding Grand Secretary.

RW. DANtEL W. LAWRENCE. . . . . . D.D.G. Master, District No. 1
R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH. . . . . . “ “  District No. 3
RW. CHARLES A. WEILCH. . , . . . . “ “  District No. 4.
R.W. Josepn SIDNEY Howe . . . . . . “ “  District No. 6.
RW. HENRY P. PERKINS . . . . . . & “ “ District No. 7
RW. EDWARD J. SAWYER . . . . + . . “ “  District No. 8.
RW. GEorGE E. StACY . . . . . . . “ ¢  District No. 1a.
RW, JAMES UTLEY . . . + ¢« + o + & “ “  District No. 13.
R.W. ABraHAM H. HOWLAND, JR. . . . “ “  District No. 14.
RW., WitiaM T. GRAMMER . , . . . . “ “  District No, 17.

W. REV. JosHUA YOUNG . . « . . . . Grand Chaplain.
W. WiLrLiaM H. CHESSMAN . . . . . . Grand Marshal.
W. Moses G. LYON . . . . « . + . » Senior Grand Deacon.
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W.JoHN VIALL. . . . +« ¢« ¢« « o« « o Junior Grand Deacon.
W. James H. Bouvé . . . . . . « . . Junior Grand-Steward.
W. JosepPH B.KNOX . & + & ¢« o o o & ¢ “ “

W. LovELL BICKNELL . . . . . . . . Grand Standard-Bearer.
W, JoHN M. RODOCANACHI . . . .+ « . Grand Pursuivant.
W. HENRY A. BROWN . . . « + « « & “ “

W. E. DANA BANCROFT . . . . . . » . Grand Lecturer.

W. ALFRED F. CHAPMAN . . ., ¢« « .+ . “ “

BrR. HowARD M. Dow . . . . . . . . Grand Organist.

BRr. FREDERICK A, PIERCE. . . . . . . Grand Tyler.

PERMANENT MEMBERS.
RW. JouNn THEARD . . . « « + + . . . PastGrand Master,

RW., WILLIAMD. COOLIDGE . ¢« « &+ . « » “ “« “
RW.CHARLESC.DAME . . + o « o« o o + % “ “

RW. WILLIAMS. GARDNER . . + &+ « &« o » % “ “
RW. ABRAHAM A.DAME. . . . . . . . . Past Deputy Grand Master,
RW.REv.LuciusRR.PAIGE . . . « + . . + % “ “ “
R.W. GEORGE WASHINGTON WARREN ., . « . * “ “
RW.. MARSHALLP. WILDER . . ¢ o o « o« » % - ¢
R.W. NEWELL A. THOMPSON . « + « o« « o “ “ “
R.W. CHARLES LEVI WOODBURY .+ + + . . . % “ “ “
RW. HENRY CHICKERING . . + + &« + » .+ Past Grand Warden.
RW. WILLIAM SUTTON + . « v « s « & o % “ “
RW, ISAACH. WRIGHT . + « &+ « & « & « % “ “
RW.BENJAMINDEAN . . + « ¢ o o« « o + % “ “
RW. WYZEMANMARSHALL . + « o &« « o o “ “
RW,IVoORYH. POPE . . . v « + + + o« « “ “ “

RW.ELUAHW.BURR . + + & ¢ ¢ o ¢ & & % “ “

The Grand Lodge was opened in-AMpPLE ForM at two
o’clock, . M, with prayer by W. Rev. Joshua Young, Grand
Chaplain.

The records of the Annual Communication of December
last were read and approved. '

The following Brethren were recognized as proxies: —

W. Br. Lucrus W. LoVELL, for Fellowship Lodge, Bridgewater.

W. Br. SAMUEL F. MALBON, for Charles C. Dame Lodge, Georgetown,

W. Br. CHARLES H. ATwoob, for Ionic Lodge, Taunton,

R. W. Br. WiLLiam F. SALMON, for Ancient Landmark Lodge, Shanghai,
China.

W. Br. JAMES J. Russ, for Athelstane Lodgey Worcester.
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W. Br. E. Dana Bancroft presented the following —

PETITION FROM SAINT PAUL'S LODGE, GROTON.

AYRR, Mass,, 33nd JANUARY, 1872,
To the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Wardems, and Members of the Grand

Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, of the Com alth of Massachusetts :

WE, the undersigned, members of Saint Paul’s Lodge, of Groton,
respectfully represent that during the year 1870, the Lodge voted to
remove from Groton Centre to the village of Groton Junction, being
authorized by its Charter to meet anywhere in the town of Groton,
and said village of Groton Junction being a part of said town of
Groton ; that in March, 1871, the town of Ayer was incorporated ;
that said town of Ayer includes that part of Groton known as
Groton Junction ; that by vote of the M. W. Grand Lodge, Saint
Paul’s Lodge has permission to meet in said town of Ayer until the
Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge in March, 187z ; that
it is more convenient for us to hold our Communications where we
are now meeting ; that the best interests of our Institution would be
promoted by being located in said town of Ayer.

We, therefore, with the approbation of the District Deputy Grand
Master, and the Lodge nearest us, respectfully petition your Honor-
able Body that Saint Paul’s Lodge, of Groton, may be empowered -
to remove to, and locate in, the town of Ayer, from and after the
Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge, in March, A. L.,
5872. The prayer of this petition being granted, we promise to
continue in strict obedience to the commands of the Grand Master,
and the laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge.

H. W. ELDREDGE, W. M. R. T. BARTLETT.
Davip Cray, S. W, J. E. DICKERMAN,
MowryY LAPHAN, J. W. (P.M.) S. C. RoCKwooOD.
LEwis SANDERs, Tredsurer. J. W. EAsTMAN,

A. S. LAWRENCE, Secretary, WILLIAM F. PATCH,
LuTHER S. BANCROFT, P. M, A. H, Cary, Jr.

A. L. FEsSENDEN, P. M. GEORGE TAFT.

E. DANA BaNcrorT, P, M, S. O. MARSHALL.
HENRY BUTTERFIELD. A. M. Apams, P. M.

CHARLES EMERY.
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DECEMBER 25, A. L. 5871.

At a Regular Communication of St. Paul's Lodge, holden at Caleb Butler
Lodge Room, it was unanimously voted, that the Communications of St. Paul’s .

Lodge be held in the town of Ayer.
' A. S. LAWRENCE,

[L s] Secretary.

AYER, MARCH 12, 1872

At a Regular Communication of Caleb Butler Lodge, held January 29th, 1872,
the following resolution was adopted : —

Resolved, That the petition of St. Paul’'s Lodge to the Grand Lodge, for per-
mission to remove to, and locate in the town of Ayer, be indorsed by the proper
officers of Caleb Butler Lodge.

In witness whereof, I have caused the seal of our Lodge to be affixed this 12th
day of March, A. L. 5872,

Attest,
B. H. HARTWELL,

[ 8] Secretary.

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER,
7TH MAsoNIC DisTriCT, LOWELL, MARCH 1ITH, 1872
70 the Most Worskipful Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts :
GREETING :
I most cheerfully recommend that the prayer of the petitioners herewith be

granted.
HENRY P. PERKINS,

D. D. G. M. 7th Distract.

On motion it was Poted, That the prayer of the foregoing petition
be granted, and that Saint Paul’s odge be removed to the town of
Ayer.

By-Laws and amendments to By-Laws were presented for
approval from the following Lodges : —

JouN HaNcock, Methuen. STAR, Athol.
Joux CuTLER, Abington. SAINT MATTHEWS, Andover.
CORINTHIAN, Concord. NorroLk UNION, Randolph,

and were referred to R. W. Br. Charles C. Dame, and W.
Brs. Caleb Blodgett, Jr. and D. T. V. Huntoon.

The following petitions for Charters from Lodges under
Dispensation were received and referred to R. W. Br. Ivory



1872.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. "9

H. Pope and W. Brs. Charles H. Atwood, of Taunton, and
Henry J. Parker.

PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR HAMPSHIRE-LODGE.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the Com-

monwealth of Massachusetts.

WE, the undersigned, Master Masons, to whom your Most Wor-
shipful Grand Master issued a Dispensation bearing date of March
2, 1871, empowering us to form and open a Lodge, now, returning
our Dispensation with a record of all our proceedings and our By-
Laws, respectfully pray, if these be approved, for a Charter of Con-
stitution, empowering us, with those who may hereafter join us, under
the name of Hampshire Lodge, of Haydenville, in the town of
Williamsburg, to perform all the ceremonies and discharge all the
duties at said Haydenville, appertaining to Ancient Craft Masonry
in accordance with the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge.

WILLIAM SKINNER. EpwaArp I. MILLER.
ALBERT C. MORTON. JosepH FORSYTH.
CHESTER B. HOSFORD. HENRY M. BREWSTER.
GEORGE MARKS. . THoMAS M. CARTER.
JosepH COURTRIGHT. ANDREW FORSYTH.
Hiram G. HiLL BENSON MUNYAN.
ALonzo S. KiING. SAMUEL C. WENTWORTH.
Morris P. PURRINGTON. FrRED W. CROSSLEY.
EpwiN H. MILLER. FINLEY L. SMITH.

Joun W. WOODWARD. JouN H. STRICKLAND.
JoEL HAYDEN, Jr. CHARLES SHORT.

Joun W. Lyman. ELBRIDGE D. KINGSLEY.
Epwarp C. HOUGHTON. WARNER S. SMITH.
EzBON SHARPE. ELjan H. Luck

ROBERT CARTIER.
HAYDENVILLE, March 7, 5872.

PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR CONSTELLATION LODGE.
To the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and
Accepted Masons, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :
. WE, the undersigned, being Master Masons in good standing, and
having the prosperity of the Craft at heart, having petitioned for and
received a Dispensation, dated February 9, A. L. 5871, and having
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worked one year under the same, complying with all the forms and re-
gulations of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, now
beg leave to return the same, together with the records of our proceed-
ings, and a copy of our By-Laws ; and, if found worthy, we respectfully
pray that a Charter be granted, and that we, with such.others as may
hereafter join us, may be constituted into a regular chartered Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons, under the name of Constellation
Lodge, of Dedham, in the County of Norfolk, and Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, with full power to perform all the ceremonies, and
discharge all the duties, at said Dedham, appertaining to Ancient
Craft Masonry, which have not been reserved to the Grand Lodge.

FREDERICK D, ELy.
ALoNzO B. WENTWORTH.

THOMAS E. TRAMPLEASURE.

ALFRED ALLWRIGHT.
James H. PRINCE.
CHARLES C. SANDERSON.
Davip L. HopGes.
EDWIN A. Brooks.
SANFORD CARROLL.

D. S. HiLL,

GEORGE M. FARRINGTON.
CHARLES MARDEN.
SimoN B. CORLISS,
GEORGE MARSH.

HiraM HINKLEY.
WiLLiaAM R. RICE
HenrYy W. WooDs,
ALBERT A. MaAY.

JonN BESTWICK, JR.
J. G. TaFT,
ELIPHALET STONE
CHARLES E. LEwis,
FRrANCIS MARSH, JR.
CHARLES S. WIGHT.
GEORGE HEWITT.
JAMES LOWDEN.
HENRY A. ATWOOD,
WILLIAM SANDERSON.
TIMOTHY SMITH,
WiLLIAM G. WARE,
Joun B. FISHER.

P. S. Young,

J. F. WRIGHT.
CoNRAD HILLES,
GEORGE M. BIRD.
J. H. WRIGHT.

DEDHAM, March, 5872,

The Grand Master submitted the following —

QUARTERLY REPORT.

BRETHREN OF THE GRAND LODGE, — Since the Stated Commu-
nication held on the 27th of December last, it has pleased the Su-
preme Architect of the Universe to remove by death two of our Past
Senior Grand Wardens, R. W. William North, of Lowell, who was
Senior Grand Warden in 1860, and R. W. Richard S. Spofford,
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M. D., of Newburyport, who was Senior Grand Warden in 1853.
Both of these Brethren were highly distinguished as men and as
Masons. '

Brother North died at his residence in the city of Lowell, on the
3rd of January, aged 78 years. I attended his funeral at St. Paul’s
Methodist Episcopal Church in that city on the 6th day of January,
accompanied by the following named officers and members of the
Grand Lodge :—

R.W.CHARLESs KIMBALL . . . . . . « Senior Grand Warden.
R.W.TRACYP.CHEEVER . . . . . . . Junior Grand Warden.
R. W. WinsLow LEwis, M.D. . . . . . . Past Grand Master.
R.W.WILLIAMS. GARDNER . . . . + . “ “ “

R. W. JoEL SPALDING, MD. . . . . . . Past Grand Warden.
R W. WILLIAMSUTTON . . . . « « & “ “ “ “

R. W. Joun MCCLELLAN . Grand Treasurer.

. Recording Grand Secretary.

R. W. CHARLES W, MOORE .
W. WiLLiaM H. CHESSMAN .
Br. FREDERICK A. PIERCE . .

R W.CHarLes H. TrTus . . . . . .

Corresponding Grand Secretary.

. « Grand Marshal.
. Grand Tyler.

Our ritual teaches that there is no light in the North ; the North
therefore, we masonically term the place of darkness. But R. W.
Brother William North ¢ was a burning and a shining light” in our,
Order. Throughout his long and a-tive life he has most beautifully
exemplified the character of the true and courtly gentleman, the
sincere and consistent Christiari, the high-minded and honorable
man, the devoted and faithful Mason.

In the case of one who had so long borne these parts in such a
manner as to secure the unbounded respect and love of every indi-
vidual who came in contact with him ; who had been honored with
the rank of Senior Grand Warden in our Grand Lodge ; who had
for years so commanded the mingled respect and affection of his
associates as to be generally known among them by the endearing
title of “ Father,” and whose honored name is borne by one of the
Lodges in our jurisdiction ; in such a case it seemed eminently fit
and proper that the Grand Master should attend in person, accom-
panied by the Grand Officers and as many eminent Brethren, his
associates and friends, as could be assembled at short notice, to
pay the last tribute of respect- to the mortal remains of our dear,
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departed Brother, to follow them to their last resting place, and to
_plant the sprig of acacia at the head of his grave.

Although we must deeply mourn the loss of a Brother endeared
to us by so many years of valuable service and of lovely life, to my
mind the exercises of that occasion had about them an element of
joy and cheerfulness which I have rarely, if ever, known to charac-
terize a funeral ceremony. Our departed Brother had lain him down
in the fulness of years, after little of physical suffering, and the
whole tenor of his life inspired us with the confident conviction,
mingled with a serene joy, that it was well with him. Verily the
sweet remembrance of his virtues shall last until time shall be no
more. May we imitate them ; so that, when our Brethren perform
the same service for us that we rendered him, they may have the
same confident assurance in regard to each and all of us that we
have been received into the Celestial Lodge above, where the Su-
preme Architect of the Universe presides.

Brother Spofford was born May 24, 1787, and died January 19,
1872. I attended his funeral, at his residence in Newburyport, on
Monday, the 22nd of January, accompanied by the following named
‘Brethren : —

R.W.CHARLESC.DAME . . . . . . . . . Past Grand Master.

R. W. CHARLES LEVI WOODBURY . . . . . . Past Deputy Grand Master.
R. W.CHArLESH. TrTUS . . . . . o « « « Recording Grand Secretary.
W. WiLLIAM H. CHESSMAN . . . . . . . . Grand Marshal,

W. ANDREWG. SMITH « « « + « & o 0 os

BR.THOMAS CAHILL &+ + ¢ « o s o » o &

Brother Spofford was a man of very decided and marked charac-
ter and distinguished for curious learning. He had long been an
ardent Mason. Of late years the infirmities of age had prevented
his attendance at Masonic meetings, and he was therefore but little
known to the younger Brethren outside of his own neighborhood,
But when in the vigor of life he was for many years an exceedingly
active and useful member of the Fraternity and to the very last
manifested a strong interest in its prosperity.

On the 29th of December last, I commissioned R. W. Charles C.

Dame, in my stead, to dedicate the new Masonic Hall of Saint
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Mark’s Lodge, of Newburyport. He discharged that duty on the
evening of the 2nd of January, and made due return of the same.

On the 29th of December last, I commissioned R. W. George E.
Stacy, D. D. G. Master of the 12th Masonic District, as my Proxy
to dedicate the new Masonic Hall of Mount Hollis Lodge, of Hol-
liston, which service he performed on the evening of January gth,
and made due return of his proceedings in the premises.

On the 29th of December last, I commissioned R. W. Daniel
Reynolds to instal R. W. William J. Sawin, as D. D. G. Master of
the roth Masonic District. By the return, dated January 17th, it
appears that the service was performed on the 16th of January in
Hampden Lodge, of Springfield.

R. W. Joseph K. Baker, D. D. G. Master of the 15th Masonic
District, commissioned by my predecessor, reports that on the 26th
of December last, he constituted Mariners Lodge, of Cotuit Port, in
the town of Barnstable, dedicated their hall and installed their offi-
cers.

On the 8th day of January, I attended a public installation of the
officers of Mizpah Lodge, of Cambridge, conducted in a very ap-
propriate and impressive manner by W. Henry Endicott, the first
Master of the Lodge.

On the 13th of February, I dedicated the new Masonic Halls in
the city of Lowell, in the presence of Pentucket, Ancient York,
Kilwinning and William North Lodges, all of that city. The halls
are very convenient, well arranged and elegantly furnished. The
services were attended by about five hundred Brethren, and were fol-
lowed by an historical address from R. W. William S. Gardner, of
great interest especially to the Brethren of Lowell. In the evening
an elegant and bountiful collation was provided by the ladies, and
the whole building was crowded with a delighted and delightful
company. I was assisted by

R W. PERCIVAL L. EVERETT . . . . . . Deputy Grand Master.

R W.CHARLES KIMBALL . . . . . . o Senior Grand Warden.

R W, TRACY P.CHEEVER . « . . » . . Jpnior Grand Warden.

R W. WinsLow Lewis, M.D. . . . . . Past Grand Master. |
RW.JouNT.HEARD . . « « ¢« « « « “ o«

R W, WILLIAMS. GARDNER . . « » . » % “« o ou
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R. W. JoeL SPALDING, M.D. . . . . . . Past Grand Warden.

R W. WILLAMSUTTON . + + & & o« &« » % @ “

R W. WiLLIAMF, SALMON ., . . . ., 4“4 “ “

R W.BENJAMINDEAN . . ., . . . . . “ ¢ “
R.W.CHArLESH. Trrus . . . . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.
R. W. CHARLES W, MOORE . . . . . . . Corresponding Grand Secretary.
R. W. HENRY P, PERKINS . . . . . . « D.D.G. M. District No. 7.
R. W. WiLLiAM T. GRAMMER . . . . . . D.D.G. M. District No. 17.
W. WiLLiAM H. CHESSMAN . . . . . . » Grand Marshal,

W. ANDREW G. SMITH,as . . . . . . . Senior Grand Deacon.

W. R. MoNTGOMERY FIELD, @5 . . . . . . Junior Grand Deacon.

BR. FREDERICK A. PIERCE . . . . . . . Grand Tyler.

On the 21st of February, I constituted Phcenician Lodge of
Lawrence, and installed its officers. I was accompanied on this
occasion by —

R. W. PERCIVAL L. EVERETT . . . . . . Deputy Grand Master.

R. W. CHARLES KIMBALL . . . . . . . Senior Grand Warden.
R.W.TRACYP.CHEEVER . . . . . . . Junior Grand Warden.

R. W. WINSLOWLEWIS . . « . . . o . PastGrand Master.
RW.JoHNT.HEARD . . . . . « « &« “ “

R W. WILLIAM PARKMAN . ., . . . . . ¢ ¢ “
R.W.CHARLESC.DaME . . . . . . . “ ¢ “

R. W. JoHN MCCLELLAN . . . . . . o Grand Treasurer.
R.W,CHARLES H. TiTUS « . . . . « . Recording Grand Secretary.
R. W. CHARLES W, MOORE . . . . . . Corresponding Grand Secretary.
R.W. JosepHS. Howe . . . . . . . . D.D.G. M. District No. 6.
R W. WiILLIAM T. GRAMMER . . . . . . D.D.G. M. District No. 17,
W.JAMESE.GALE. . . . . . . . . . PastD, D.G. Master.

W. WiLLiaM H. CHESSMAN . . . . . . Grand Marshal,

W. R. MoNTGOMERY FIELD,as . . . . . Junior Grand Deacon.

BR. FREDERICK A. PiERCE . . . . . . . Grand Tyler.

After the ceremonies, we dined with the Brethren of Phcenician
Todge and a few invited guests, and passed an hour or two very
pleasantly in listening to brief speeches from the Past Grand Mas-
ters.

On the 28th of February, I attended the members’ Quarterly Com-
munication of Robert Lash Lodge, of Chelsea. The pleasures of
the table were greatly enhanced by remarks from five Past Grand
Masters, and the singing of the original songs peculiar to that Lodge.

On the 29th of February, I publicly dedicated the New Masonic
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Hall of Corinthian Lodge, of Concord. An address by Brother
William W. Wheildon, and a collation after the ceremonies, afforded
very grateful food for both mind-and body. On this occasion I was
assisted by —

R. W, PercivAL L. EVERETT . . . . . Deputy Grand Master

R W. WiLLiAM D. COOLIDGE, a5 . . . . Senior Grand Warden.

R W.TRACY P.CHEEVER . . . . . . Junior Grand Warden.
R.W. WinsLow LEwWIS . . . . . . . Past Grand Master.
RW.JouNT.HEARD . . . . . . . “ “ “

R W. JouN MCCLELLAN . . . . . . Grand Treasurer.

R W. CHArRLEs H. TITUS . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.

R. W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH . .

D. D. G. Master District No. 3.

R. W. CHARLES W. MOORE. . . . . . Corresponding Grand Secretary.

R W. CHARLES A. WELCH . .

. D. D.G. Master District No. 4.

W. WiLLiaM H. CHESSMAN . Grand Marshal.

W. ANDREW G. SMITH,as » . « + « Senior Grand Deacon.
W. R. MONTGOMERY FIELD, as e « o+ Junior Grand Deacon.
Br, FREDERICK A. PIERCE, . . . . . . Grand Tyler.

On the 7th instant, I visited Columbian Lodge on the occasion of
the first display upon these walls of the portrait of R. W. William
D. Coolidge, painted by order of that Lodge.

On the 8th instant, I attended the Stated Communication of
Winslow Lewis Lodge, on which occasion the members and many
visiting Brethren bade an affectionate farewell to our R. W. Past
Grand Master Winslow Lewis, who was to sail on the following day
on his fourteenth voyage to Europe.

On the 19th of January I granted a Dispensation, returnable at
the Quarterly Communication in March, 1873, authorizing Elijah
Crosby and twenty-five other Brethren to convene as a regular Lodge
in the town of Chatham, under the name of St. Martin’s Lodge,
and appointed Brother B. D. Gifford to be the first Master, Brother
Harrison Hamilton to be the first Senior Warden, and Brother
Solomon Nickerson to be the first Junior Warden.

On the 1st of March, I granted a Dispensation to Leonard R.
Mitchell and eight other Brethren, returnable at the Quarterly Com-
munication in March, 1873, authorizing them to convene as a regu-
lar Lodge in the town of Maynard (formerly Assabet), under the
name of Charles A. Welch Lodge, and I appointed as the first



16 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [March 13,

Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, Brothers Leonard P. Frost,
Leonard R. Mitchell, and James L. Phillips.

On the 1oth of January, I commissioned W. Br. H. P. Bourchier,
Past Master of Bethesda Lodge, Valparaiso, to install R, W. George
H. Kendall as Special Deputy for Chili.

On the 18th of March, I commissioned W. Br. 1. B. Eames, Past
Master of Ancient Landmark Lodge of Shanghai, to install R. W.
William C. Blanchard as Special Deputy for China.

I have found it necessary to form a new Masonic District, num-
bered 17. It is under the charge of R. W. William T. Grammer as
D. D. G. Master, and is composed of the following Lodges,
namely, —

HIRAM. . . . . ¢ v 4 4« ¢ ¢« o « » « o Arlington
Pornam . . . . . .. e e e b e e s E. Cambridge.
MOUNTHOREB. . « ¢« ¢« ¢« « ¢« « » » o Wobumn.
MOUNTHERMON . . +« « « « o « « s « . Medford
WYOMING . & . . . & © ¢ s e e s s Melrose.
MOUNT VERNON . . . . . . e o o o s s Malden.
WILLIAM PARKMAN & . « ¢ 4 o o« &« & & & Winchester.
CHARITY . ¢ ¢ v ¢ v ¢ s o o v o o o N. Cambridge.
SIMON W. ROBINSON . . +. &« . + &+ » « . Lexington
GOOD SAMARITAN. . . . . « o« « o o « o« Reading.

I have also made the following transfers : Amicable, of Cambridge-
port, and Mount Olivet, of Cambridge, from District No. 4, to Dis-
trict No. 2 ; Trinity, of Clinton, and Wilder, of Leominster, from
District No. 11, to District No. 7.

During the present year it is my intention to re-district the whole
State. As the Districts are now composed the labors of several of
the D. D. G. Masters are exceedingly burdensome. It will be my
endeavor to arrange so that no District shall comprise more than ten
Lodges and those ip convenient proximity.

I have caused the “ Declaration of the Freemasons of Boston
and vicinity,” presented to the public, December 31, 1831, to be re-
printed, and copies may be procured at cost of the Recording Grand
Secretary. This important and valuable document should be placed
in the hands of every member of the Frateraity in this jurisdiction.

We have received from the publisher, Brother Richard Spencer, of
London, an elegantly bound copy of “ The old Constitutions belong-



1872.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 17

ing to the Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted
Masons of England and Ireland.” It is inscribed as follows :

“To the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, Boston, U. S., this copy of the Con-
stitutions of the Free Masons is presented in grateful remembrance of services
rendered by several Grand Officers to an only son, during his sojourn at Boston,

in the spring of the year 1863.
yea 3 RICHARD SPENCER, 2. G. Steward,

Grand Lodge of England, 2d Qctober, 1871.”

I shall avail myself of an early opportunity to make our grateful
acknowledgments for this unique and exceedingly valuable volume.

I have been informed that agents have been busily engaged in
different parts of the State in endeavoring to sell a book called
“ Ecce Orienti, or Rites and Ceremonies of the Essenes.” Pub-
lished by M. W. Redding & Co., New York. This work pretends
to give the Masonic ritual by letters and characters. In one instance,
at least, the person peddling this book was a member of a Lodge in
this jurisdiction. I cannot too strongly condemn such trash, and I
strictly enjoin every Brother to do all in his power to discourage and
prevent the circulation of such publications. They are gross cheats
and frauds, and if the Fraternity would let them alone they would
soon die out for want of support. The M. W. Grand Master of
Vermont has recently issued a circular cautioning his Lodges against
such books, and recommending them .to bring to trial and expel
from Masonry any Brethren found circulating them, whether resi-
dents or not. This recommendation meets my hearty approval.

Communications have been received from the following named
Bodies, so called, namely: The “Grand Lodge of British Colum-
bia,” the “ Grand Orient of Brazil,” and the “ Grand Lodge of Utah,”
severally asking- Masonic recognition by this Grand Lodge. I rec-
ommend that these documents be referred to a committee.

Since our last Annual Communication, the portrait of R. W.
William D. Coolidge, Past Grand Master, has been placed upon
these walls at the expense of Columbian Lodge, of which he is a
Past Master. .

The family of R. W. S. P. P. Fay, who was Grand Master in 1819,
have informed me that it is their intention to present to the Grand
Lodge an old}family portrait of that Brother. The committee on

2
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that subject are in correspondenee with other parties which they trust
will result in the securing of the likenesses of several other Past
Grand Masters.

Soon after my installation, complaints were made to me that per-
sons not Masons had in several instances gained admission to our
Lodges. In one case, the individual, taking advantage of intimate
personal friendship, and the confidence resulting from common mem-
bership in the Order of Odd Fellowship, had declared that he was
a Mason, was believed, and, after a very slight examination, admitted.
Sometime during the month of January, I was informed that a person
by the name of John H. Bean, was pretending to communicate the
degrees in Freemasonry to any one who would pay him from five to
twenty dollars. I learned that he had visited several Lodges in
company with some of his pupils, having been vouched for by a
Brother in good standing. Upon inquiry of that Brother, I learned
that he knew this person some fifteen years ago in this city ; that he
had recently called on him and stated that he had been living in
Winona, Minnesota, where he had been made a Mason; that he,
thereupon, proceeded to examine him, satisfied himself that he was
a Mason, and gave him a letter to one of the Tylers vouching for
him. Upon my statement of the reports of his doings, the Brother
expressed great surprise, but persisted in the opinion that the fellow
was a Mason. I immediately wrote to the Master of Winona Lodge
and received a reply by return mail, stating that he knew Bean well ;
that he had never seen the inside of Winona Lodge ; or, as he be-
lieved, of any other in that State ; that some years since he lived in
that town, and travelled quite extensively, offering to make Masons
at any price; that some of his dupes commenced a civil action
against him, on which he was lodged in the county jail, where he was
kept for several months; that on his release he left the State and
had not been heard of until my letter was received. I took such
measures as seriously obstructed his operations, and he soon left for
New Hampshire. I communicated these facts to the M. W. Grand
Master of that State, who immediately issued a circular cautioning
his Lodges against this person.

On account of these and other cases somewhat similar, I deemed
it necessary to issue the following Regulation : —
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GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

GRAND MasTER’s OFFICE,
BosToN, Feb. 8, 1872.

7o the Worshipful Masters of the Lodges throughout ouy Furisdiction :

Whereas it has been reported to us that in several instances Lodges in this
jurisdiction have been visited by persons not members of the Fraternity, it is
hereby ordered that no one be admitted into any of our Lodges who is not known
tobe a Mason in good and regular standing, unless he is vouched for by some wel
known Brother, or produces the Certificate of some Grand Lodge and passes a strict
examination.

Masters of Lodges are enjoined to enforce this regulation stringently, and to
cantion the Brethren that in order to vouch for any one it is necessary to have sat
in a Lodge with him and to be able to tell the Degree upon which the Lodge was
working at the time.

As an additional safeguard it is recommended that each Lodge keep a Visitor's
Book and require every visitor to register his name before entering the Lodge.
You are specially cautioned not to admit the following named spurious Masons,
to wit,—

Jobn H. Bean, who resides at 93 Leverett street, Boston ; George Downes and
Asa Smith, both of whom are employed in a provision store, No. 66 Leverett
street, Boston. The first named impostor pretends to communicate the Degrees
in Freemasonry to any one who will pay him a small sum of money. The other
two have received their information from him. Too great care cannot be exercised
to shut out such pretenders.

Very truly and fraternally yours,

SERENO D. NICKERSON,
Grand Master.

If necessary, to prevent the admission of such impostors, we must
multiply the safeguards. The attention of the Masters of Lodges is
especially called to the importance of the appointment of competent
Brethren upon committees of examination, which should rarely, if
ever, be conducted elsewhere than in the Masonic apartments, and
always with the utmost dignity and thoroughness.

My predecessor referred to me for decision a case which was pre-
sented for his consideration shortly before the close of his adminis-
tration. Montacute Lodge, of Worcester, expelled from membership

for non-payment of dues, a Past Master, under the following By-
Law: —
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“ARTICLE VIIL.—ANNUAL DUES.

“Sec. 1. Penalties. Every member of this Lodge shall, at the Annua! Commu-
nication, pay two dollars for the support of the Lodge. And every member who
shall neglect or refuse to pay said sum for the space of one year after it shall have
become due, having been properly notified of said fact by the Secretary, shall
cease to be 2 member by vote of the Lodge.”

The same printed notice was sent to him as to other members, re-
citing this By-Law and having at the foot printed items, as follows ; =

“ Brother.
“Your dues for the present year amount to
$ Lodge Dues.
$ Arrearages.
$ Grand Lodge Tax.’

The only difterence between fhis notice and that sent to other
members of the Lodge, was in the figures written against these last
named items. The member was not present. Upon these facts I
rendered the following decision : —

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.
OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER,

BostouN, Feb. 5, 1872,
NELsoN R. Scort, Esq.

Master of Montacute Lodge.

Dear Sir and W. Brother,— Your communication of the §th December last,
in relation to the suspension of W. Brother , has been duly considered and
I am clearly of the opinion that the proceedings of your Lodge were irregular by
reason of insufficient notice to Brother

The action of the Lodge was calculated and intended to deprive the accused
of important and valuable rights and privileges. By the eommon law in such a
case, he would have been entitled to a distinct and specific notice of the time and
place of trial, that he might appear and, if possible, avoid the penalty. Masons
surely should guard each other’s rights even more carefully.

Your By-Law upon this subject requires the Secretary to notify the delinquent
of his neglect or refusal to pay the annual dues for the space of one year, after
they shall have become payable, but it does not require him to notify him of the
time when the Lodge will consider the subject of the enforcement of the By-Law
in his case. The last named proceeding, being in the nature of a trial, should be
clearly and distinctly brought to the notice of the delinquent, in order that he
may excuse and defend himself.
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Your proceedings in the premises having been irregular in this particular, it is
my opinion that the action of the Lodge is void and of no effect, and consequently
that W. Brother is still a member of Montacute Lodge.

Very truly and fraternally yours,
SERENO D. NICKERSON,
Grand Master.

In accordance with this decision the Brother’s name was, by di-
rection of the W, Master, restored to the roll of the Lodge. I
have very carefully considered this opinion both before and since it
was given, and entertain no doubt of its correctness. I believe it
to be the clearest right of every Brother, whether expressed in the
By-Laws or not, to be notified of the precise time when the Lodge
intends to act upon his particular case in the matter of a deprivation
of important rights and privileges. In this case, the Brother had
been liable to this discipline for several years, and there was nothing
in his notice to warn him that the same indulgence would not be
continued. In my judgment, it is no answerto say that the Lodge
acted correctly under the By-Law as far as it goes, and as the
Grand Lodge had approved the By-Laws, therefore their action was
regular. It is not to be supposed that every code of By-Laws is
absolutely perfect and contains every provision necessary to guard
every Masonic right of its members. Whether so laid down or not,
it would seem to be a fundamental principle of Masonic justice, to
say the least, that the Brother should be notified of the precise occa-
sion when the Lodge proposes to take action affecting him person-
ally and individually.

There is reason to fear that this precaution has been neglected
in many Lodges, and that this decision will affect a large number of
cases and bear hardly upon some Lodges. I therefore recommend
that this subject be referred to a committee who shall consider the
propriety of the confirmation by the Grand Lodge of the action of
the Lodges in such cases where the proceedings were otherwise
regular.

One of the most fruitful causes operating to disturb the harmony
of the Fraternity is the admission of rejected candidates by a Lodge
other than the one to which application was first made. It is
becoming a common practice, as soon as a candidate is rejected, for
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his friends to quietly procure the recommendation of six members
as required by the Constitutions, studiously concealing their doings
from the members known, or supposed, to be unfavorable to the
candidate, take the petition to a Lodge in another town where he is
but little known, and by their personal influence force it through. It
is not uncommon for Brethren knowing a candidate to be unworthy
and conscientiously acting upon that knowledge, to receive the first
intimation that their efforts to preserve the purity of the Institution
have been frustrated, upon the application of the candidate whom
they have opposed to visit their Lodge in which he was rejected
only a few weeks before.

The Constitutions require that three of the six members signing
the recommendation shall be the Master and Wardens. This pro-
vision is founded partly on the supposition that they would know
more about the case than private members, and partly on the fact
that it is their official duty to guard the rights of all the members
and to see that no unfair advantage is taken of any of them. It is
charged, however, that these officers have in certain cases assisted
in such secret proceedings as I have described. In my judgment
such recommendations should be granted very rarely and with great
"caution ; only in cases where it is clear that the opposition to the
candidate springs from private and personal motives in no way
affecting his moral character, and even then, it should be confined to
one or two members.

So eagerly are such cases sometimes pushed that the Constitu-
tional provisions are utterly disregarded and even grossly and wilfully
violated. One of your committees has now under consideration a
case in which it is alleged that a Master presented to his own Lodge
an application from a candidate whom he knew to have been re-
iected in another Lodge, concealing that fact and of course present-
ing no recommendation, although he was can:ying on a correspond-
ence with the Master of the other Lodge upon the subject of the
rejection of this very candidate.

A case has recently been brought to my knowledge which I feel
compelled to lay before you. As a general rule, for the promotion
of harmony and the avoidance of scandal, I should settle such
difficulties without troubling the Grand Lodge with them. But the
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Constitutions are so clear in this instance that your interposition
seems to be indispensable.

About a year ago an application was presented to Siloam Lodge,
of Westboro’, and rejected. A second ballot was taken with the
same result. Five other petitions were acted upon and some of the
members retired from the Lodge. The Master then called up the
first petition again and ordered a new ballot which was pronounced
clear. A few days after, one of the members protested against this
action to the Master, but he insisted that it was correct. Thereupon,
the case was reported to the Grand Master, who, through the D. D.
G. Master, directed a stay of all proceedings in the case until further
orders. Two or three months afterwards, at a Stated Communica-
tion, the Master remarked that he had not heard anything more
about the case and that he thought it was about time it was settled.
Accordingly he ordered another ballot, and the candidate was em-
phatically rejected. Soon after, a recommendation was drawn up,
signed by the Master and Senior Warden, and presented to the
Junior Warden, who refused to sign it. - At the annual election the
Junior Warden was chosen Master, and at a Stated Communication
held soon after his installation, the rejected candidate applied to
visit the Lodge, claiming to have been made a Mason in Quinsiga-
mondLodge. The Master refused to admit him, and cited in support
of his position Part IV., Article III., Section 2, of the Constitutions.

He reported the case to me and I immediately issued the neces-
sary instructions forbidding the admission of this individual to the
Lodges. Upon examination of the recommendation, it appears to
have been signed by the Master, Senior Warden, Secretary, two Past
Masters and one other member. Between the signatures of the
Senior Warden and the Secretary, a blank was left against which are
placed the letters J. W. It is clear, therefore, that the parties who
managed this affair, or some of them, knew what the requirements
of the Constitutions were, and deliberately violated them.

Another grave consideration involved in this case, is the fact that
some of these Brethren have knowingly and wilfully disobeyed a
plain and positive order of the Grand Master. '

Both of these offences should be severely rebuked and punished.

The officers of Quinsigamond Lodge frankly admit their error, and
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plead in extenuation that they were working under Dispensation,
and had not had the advantage of any previous experience ; that they
had not become familiar with the Constitutions, and were thrown off
their guard by the fact that the petition was presented by a Past
Master, who should, of course, know what was required, and see that
it was in form. I am satisfied that no wrong was intended on their
part, and that they sincerely regret their irregular proceedings.

The severest censure is due, if the facts are correctly reported, to
those Brethren who have persistently pressed this matter in violation
of the Constitutions, the order of the Grand Master, and the rights
of their Lodge and its members.

The language of the Constitutions is so clear and imperative that
I have considered the case beyond my reach, and that the Grand
Lodge alone could heal this candidate. I recommend that a com-~
mittee be appointed to investigate this case, and that they be in-
structed to consider the expediency of so amending the Constitutions
as to require such a recommendation to be countersigned by the D. D.
Grand Master for the District in which the candidate was rejected.

The Recording Grand Secretary submits the following report of
the receipts and disbursements for the relief of Masonic sufferers
by the fires in Chicago and Michigan : —

To SERENO DwIGHT NICKERSON, Esq., M. W. Grand Master :

The following additional sums have been received for Chicago and
the West, since the report made at the Annual Communication in
December last:—

Lodge. Location. : Amount.
PLYMOUTH . . . . . . . Plymouth (additional) . . . . . . $15 00
PURITAN . . . . . . . SouthAbington . . . . . . . . 6000
FRATERNAL. . . . . . « Hyannis . , . . . . . . . . . 100 0O
RABBONI . . . . + . « SouthBoston . . ... . . .. . 5000

. d box of cloth-
QUINEBAUG . . .« . « & Southbndge{i:“g' o m‘ﬁic&g"m} 33 00

MountHoPE . . . . . , FallRiver . . . . . .. . . . 5000
SAINT JAMES . . . . , » Mansfied ., . . . . .. . . 5000
MONITOR .+ . « « + ¢« » Waltham. . . . . . ., ... . . 10000
UNITED BRETHREN . . . . Marlboro’ (additional) . . . . . . 500

Amount carvied up, $463 oo
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Amount brought up, $463 oo

Mosarc . . . . . . . . Danvers . . . . . « « ¢ o o o 53 00
Ebmor .. ... .. o JamaicaPlain . . . . . . . . . 25 00
Rurar . . . . . . e . Quincy . o o ¢ 0 00 o0 0. 100 00
SAINTBERNARD . . . . . Southbore’ . « . « . 4 . . . . 41 00
$682 oo

One hundred dollars of this has been sent to Michigan, and the
remainder, with the former balance of $17.43, has been sent to
Chicago.

The Brethren in Worcester contributed the sum of $1,902 imme-
diately on learning of the fire in Chicago, and sent it by the hand of
the D. D. Grand Master, R. W. Rev. T. E. St. John.

King Solomon’s Lodge, Charlestown, sent $100 directly to the
Grand Master of Illinois.

Winslow Lewis Lodge, Boston, has contributed $677.10 for the
purchase of jewels, collars, Bible, and working tools, for Blaney
Lodge, Chicago.

Ionic Lodge, Taunton, contributed $200 towards the general fund

raised in that city for Chicago relief.
Amount reported Dec. 13, 1871 . . . . . $5,117 43
“ “  this date . . . . . . 682 oo

“  sent directly from Lodges . . . . 2,879 10
Two boxes clothing, valued about . . . . 225 00

Total amount contributed for Masonic relief . $8,903 53
CHARLES H. TITUS, Grand Secretary.

At the Annual Communication in December, 1869, a petition was
presented from Blackstone River Lodge, soliciting the good offices
of this Body in behalf of Brother Benjamin Booth, a member of said
Lodge, who was then confined in jail at Londonderry, Ireland,
awaiting trial on the charge of murder. The committee to whom
this petition was referred recommended that the Grand Master be
requested to transmit to the Grand Lodge of Ireland official copies
of documents attesting the good character and Masonic standing of
the prisoner while a resident of this State, and to request that Body
to make such use of them as should best aid him.
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At the Quarterly Communication in June, 1870, the Grand Master
reported that this request had been complied with, and submitted
the reply of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, stating that “under the
peculiar circumstances of the case they could not interfere in the
matter.”

Brother Booth was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to five
years imprisonment. A strong effort was made to secure his pardon,
in which the whole jury joined ; but the government declined to grant
it at that time, although some encouragement was given that it might
be done in future.

A few days since, my attention was called to the matter, and I was
solicited to aid in another effort to secure the restoration of Brother
Booth to his family. Upon examination of the case I came to the
_ conclusion that the killing was a justifiable homicide committed in
self-defence. Accordingly, I wrote to the Grand Master of England
reciting the facts as they had been reported to me, and requested
him to use his influence to have the question of granting a pardon
reconsidered, and, if possible, favorably acted upon. I addressed
my letter to the Grand Master of England, because I thought that
his recent mission to this country and pleasant intercourse with the
Brethren here might inspire him with special interest in the case.
I also availed myself of the opportunity afforded by the intended
visit of R. W. Br. Winslow Lewis to Europe to press the application
more strongly. I placed in Brother Lewis' hands a detailed state-
ment of all the facts, and requested him, if possible, to visit the
prisoner and to plead his cause with the Grand Master and Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland ; but at all events to personally present the
matter to the Grand Master of England and entreat his aid. I
have no doubt that Brother Lewis will exert himself to the utmost to
relieve our distressed Brother, and thus swell the debt of obligation
owing to him from the Fraternity of this jurisdiction and largely
increase (if such a thing be possible) the love and gratitude they feel
for him.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON,
Grand Master,
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R. W. Br. John T. Heard asked to be excused from longer
service as Chairman of the Committee on Portraits of Past
Grand Masters, as he expected to be absent from the State
during the coming season, and, his request being granted, it
was moved that the Grand Master be appointed Chairman of
said Committee, and the motion prevailed.

The Grand Master announced the following Committees: —

On the decease of R. W. William North, of Lowell, R. W.
Brs. William S. Gardner and Wyzeman Marshall and W.
Br. Horace J. Joslin.

On the decease of R. W. Richard S. Spofford, M. D,, of
Newburyport, R. W. Brother Charles C. Dame, and W. Brothers
William F. Hurd, and J. Warren Lamphier.

The committee to whom were referred amendments to the
Grand Constitutions proposed at the Annual Communication in
December last, made report : —

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AMENDMENTS.
IN GRAND LoDGE, March 13, 1872.
To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge : —
THE proposed amendments of the Constitutions referred to the
undersigned, having been duly considered by them, they ask respect-
fully to

REPORT.

The amendment relating to the election of Grand Officers would
make the choice of Grand Treasurer and Recording Grand Secre-
tary depend upon a two-thirds vote. In view of the important duties
devolved upon those officers, rendering the utmost care in their
selection necessary, the committee think that the proposed amend-
ment should be adopted.

The amendment proposed relative to the jewels of Past Grand
officers, should, also, in the opinion of the committee, be adopted.

The proposition relative to the jewel for a Past Warden of a Lodge,
ought, in the judgment of the committee, to leave such past officer
atliberty to wear it or not, at his pleasure. The committee, there-
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fore, recommend striking out after ¢“ Each Past Warden of a Lodge,”
the word *‘shall,” immediately following, and substituting the word
[ may.”

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JOHN T. HEARD,
WINSLOW LEWIS,
J. M. RODOCANACHI.

The report being accepted, the Grand Master submitted the
question, — Shall the proposed amendment to Section 1, Arti-
cle VI,, Part L., to strike out all after the word “ choice,” in said
section, be adopted? The W. Grand Marshal having counted
the votes, reported that one hundred and six had voted in the
affirmative, and none in the negative ; when the Grand Master
announced that the amendment was adopted, the required
majority of two-thirds having voted in favor of the amendment. -

The Grand Master submitted the question, — Shall the pro-
posed amendment to Section 1, Article VIL., Part III,, relating
to jewels of Past Grand Officers, be adopted. The W. Grand
Marshal reported the number of votes in the affirmative to be
seventy-two, and none in the negative ; whereupon the Grand
Master announced that the proposed amendment was constitu-
tionally adopted.

The amendment proposed to Section 2, in the same article,
relating to jewels of Past Wardens of subordinate Lodges, was
not adopted.

On motion of R. W. Brother Gardner, it was, —

Voted, That permanent members of the Grand Lodge shall
be allowed to sit in Grand Lodge without the jewels provided
for in the foregoing amendment until they may be procured.

R. W, Brother Charles Levi Woodbury, proposed the follow-
ing amendment to the Grand Constitutions : — Part I., Article
III., Section 1, to strike out “ 6 o'clock in the evening,” and
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insert “4 o'clock, P. M., or such other earlier ‘hour as the
Grand Master may direct.”

Referred to R. W. Brother William S. Gardner, Brother
Joseph Winsor and W. Brother John Haigh.

The roll of the Lodges was called and the following found

to be represented : —

Aconcagua,
Adelphi.

Amicable,

Ancient Landmark.
Athelstane.
Baalbec.

Belmont.

Blue Hill.

‘Bristol.

Charles C. Dame.
Charity,

Charles W. Moore.
Chicopee.
Columbian.
Corinthian,

Corner Stone.
Dalhousie.

Doric.

Eleusis.

Eureka.

Ezekiel Bates.

Gate of the Temple.

Good Samaritan,
Grecian,
Hampden.

Henry Price.

Hiram (Arlington).
Hyde Park.
Ionic (Taunton).
Isaac Parker.
Joseph Warren.
King Solomon’s.
Konohassett.
Lafayette (Boston High-
lands).
Liberty.
Mariners.
Massachusetts.
Meridian.
Merrimack.
Mizpah.
Monitor.
Morning Star.
Morning Sun.
Mount Carmel.
Mount Hermon.
Mount Horeb (West
Harwich).
Mount Hollis.
Montacute.
Norfolk Union.
North Star.

0Old Colony.
Olive Branch.
Orange.
Palestine.
Plymouth.
Puritan.
Putnam.,
Quinsigamond.
Rabboni.
Rising Star.
Roswell Lee.
Rural.
Saggahew.
Saint Matthew's.
Saint Paul’s (South Bos-.
ton).
Siloam.
Temple.
Tuscan.
Webster.
Wilder.
Winslow Lewis.
William Sutton.
Zetland.

R W. Brother P. L. Everett moved that the several com-
mittees recommended in the Grand Master's address be
ordered by the Grand Lodge ; the motion prevailed, and the
Grand Master appointed the committees accordingly.

On New Grand Lodges, R. W. Brother William W. Baker
and W. Brothers William F. Hurd and John Haigh.
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On Expulsion from Membership in subordinate Lodges, R.
W. Brother William D. Coolidge, and W. Brothers Albert A.
Haggett and Nathaniel Greene.

On Complaint of Siloam Lodge, R. W. Brothers William S.
Gardner and Elijah W. Burr, and W. Brother Horace A. Rich-
ardson.

The Grand Master appointed as Standing Committee on
Proceedings in Trials and Petitions for Healing, R. W. Brothers
Tracy P. Cheever and Edward Avery, and W. Brother Selwin
Z. Bowman. .

The following petition was presented from Blackstone River,
North Star, Doric and Alfred Baylies Lodges, and referred to
R. W. Br. William Parkman, and W. Brs. George F. Homer
and Nelson R. Scott.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in the
Commonwealth of Massackusetts.

The memorial of the officers and members ‘of Blackstone River
Lodge of Blackstone, in said Commonwealth, respectfully represents
that the Order has no regular or definite system of charities for the
benefit of the families of deceased members of the same in this
Commonwealth, except such sum as may be made up by the volun-
tary contribution of members of the particular Lodge to which the
deceased Brother may have belonged.

Your memorialists, therefore, pray that some action may be taken
by this Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, for the purpose of establish-
ing some system, by which the family of a deceased Brother belonging
within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, shall receive either a
fixed sum of money, or an equal sum from every member of the
Order within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, or within certain
districts to be defined by the Grand Lodge. Said money to be
assessed upon members of the fraternity upon the death of a Brother
and paid to his family, or to those dependent upon him.

The petition of Emery Gage, of Athol, for formal healing,
was presented and referred to the Committee on Healing.
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The committee on the amendment of the Grand Constitu-
tions in relation to the Powers of the Board of Directors made
report : —

IN GrRAND LoDGE, March 13, 1872,

The committee, on the powers of the Board of Directors respectfully recom-
mend that Article I, Section 2, Part I. of the Constitutions as printed in the Pro-'
ceedings for the year 1870, be amended by adding thereto as follows, namely : —

“In the absence ot directions by the Corporation, said Board shall have full
power to do and transact any and all business of the Corporation in any way
relating to its property real and personal, but shall not exercise any powers of the
Grand Lodge not expressly given to it, and shall make a full report of its doings
at each Annual Meeting of the Grand Lodge.”

For the committee,
BENJAMIN DEAN,
Chairman.

The report being accepted, the Grand Master proposed the
question, “ Shall Section 2, Article I., Part I, be amended as
reported by your committee?” No votes appearing in the
negative, he declared the Section to be so amended by the
requisite constitutional majority.

The committee on the decease of R. W. William North,
Past Grand Warden, made report.

REPORT ON DECEASE OF R. W. WILLIAM NORTH.

IN GRAND LoDGE, March 13, A.L. 5872,
The committee upon the decease of R. W. William North, of
Lowell, respectfully
REPORT.

That our Brother North was born at Wethersfield, Connecticut, July
I3, 1794, that he was initiated in Seneca Lodge, Torrington, Ct., in
1820, and was Master of the Lodge two years. During a residence
in Great Falls, New Hampshire, he was Master of Libanus Lodge,
in that town, three years. In the spring of 1834, he removed to
Lowell, where he has since continued to reside. In 1845, he be-
came a member of Pentucket Lodge in the city of Lowell, of which
he was Master seven years. He held the office of District Deputy
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Grand Master three years under the appointment of Grand Master
Heard, and in 1861 was elected Senior Grand Warden. He was also
elected a member of the Board of Directors of the Corporation. In
Lodge, Chapter, Council, and Commandery, as well as in the thirty-
two grades of the Scottish Rite, he occupied prominent positions,
and was a zealous co-worker with his companions in every depart-
ment of our Institution.

During the days of persecution through which the Craft were com-
pelled to pass, he remained true and steadfast to his obligations, and
a bold defender of Freemasonry.

In his domestic relations he was affectionate, kind, and indulgent,
In his associations with his fellow-citizens he avoided giving offence,
and constantly labored to contribute to the happiness of others. In
his relations to his Brethren he was kind, conciliatory, fraternal, and
affectionate, and he possessed the respect and love of all the Craft
with whom he came in contact. He was a godly, pious man, whose
life was actuated by religious principles, and whose charity extended
to all mankind. Dearly beloved by those who knew him best, modest
where his own interests were in question, bold in defence of the
right, he lived a pure life and attained a serene old age.

His departure from this world was illumined by that precious light
which made radiant the dark and gloomy passage to the tomb, and
which prepared him for that immortal dawn which was soon to burst
upon his enraptured vision.

His decease occurred at Lowell on the third day of January, 1872,
in the seventy-eighth year of his age. His funeral obsequies were
performed at Saint Paul’'s Methodist Episcopal Church, January 6,
attended by all the Masonic Bodies of Lowell, the M. W. Grand
Master with a delegation from the Grand Lodge, and a large con-
course of his fellow-citizens.

In view of this dispensation of our Heavenly Father, your com-
mittee respectfully recommend the adoption by the Grand Lodge of
the following resolutions : —

Resolved, That by the death of our R. W. Brother William North,
we are called upon to deplore the loss of one of the most faithful and
zealous members of the Grand Lodge, who, by his genial temper
and unvarying courtesy endeared himself to all his associates.
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Resolved, That we will ever gratefully cherish the memory of our
deceased Brother who by his life, devoted to the best interests of
our Craft, by his unswerving integrity, Christian character and un-
sullied name, has done so much to sustain the reputation of Free-
masonry in the community where he resided.

Resolved, That we tender to the family of our deceased Brother
our most sincere sympathy in their deep affliction.

WiLLIAM S. GARDNER,
WYZEMAN MARSHALL,

HoRACE J. JosLIN,
Committee,

The report was unanimously adopted, the Brethren all rising;
and a copy was ordered to be furnished the family of the
deceased Brother.

The committee on the decease of R. W. Richard S. Spof-
ford, M. D., Past Grand Warden, made report

IN GrAND LopGE, March 13, 1872.
REPORT ON DECEASE OF RW. RICHARD S. SPOFFORD, M.D

The committee upon the death of R. W. Brother Richard S. Spof-
ford, of Newburyport, respectfully report.

R. W. Brother Richard S. Spofford, M. D., Past Senior Grand
Warden of this Grand Lodge, was born in that part of Rowley now
Georgetown, May 24, 1787, and died at Newburyport, January 19,
1872. He descended from an ancient and respectable family which
has produced a large number of distinguished physicians, and at
a very early age he showed an aptitude for the profession of medi-
cine which he afterwards followed, and had facilities for cultivating
his taste therefor in the library and instructions of his father, Dr.
Amos Spofford, an eminent physician and one of the founders of
the Massachusetts Medical Society.

R. W. Brother Spofford entered Harvard College in the class which
graduated in 1812. Having completed his studies, finishing his
course of medical study at the Philadelphia Medical College, he re-
mained a shott time at Rowley and then removed to Newburyport,
where he practiséd his profession for more than fifty years.

3
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During his whole life he was a close student, having a predilection
for mathematics and the languages, and at the same time familiariz-
ing himself with ancient and modern literature and science.

Warm and sympathetic in his feelings, generous and unselfish in
his nature, ready to relieve distress when called upon by the rich and
poor alike, quick in his perceptions, ardent in his views, he was a
kind friend, a faithful and patient practitioner, and an instructive
and entertaining companion.

R.W. Brother Spofford commenced his Masonic life while in college,
receiving the three degrees in Amicable-Lodge, at Cambridge, about
the year 1809. The principles and ceremonies of our Ibstitution
were in harmony with his tastes, and he at once applied himself to
its literature and became proficient in its history and traditions.

He received the Chapter degrees in King Cyrus Chapter, at
Newburyport, and the Orders of Knighthood in Boston Encamp-
ment about 1815. A part of the Council degrees were conferred
upon him in this State, and the remainder in Philadelphia, about the
same time. He received the degrees of the Scottish Rite in 1825,
and at the time of his death was an honorary member of the Supreme
Council 33d for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United
States of America.

He successively held the offices of Worshipful Master of St. John’s
Lodge, at Newburyport, High Priest of King Cyrus Chapter, and
~ Commander of Newburyport Encampment. He was also King of

the Grand Chapter in 1828, and Senior Grand Warden of this Grand
Lodge in 1853.

Through the whole course of his Masonic life, he was true and
faithful to our Institution, and in its darkest hours was ever ready to
maintain its principles and identify himself with those who shrank
not in the hour of trial.

We offer the following resolutions : —

Resolved, That the death of R. W. Brother Richard S. Spofford,
again murnfully reminds us of the rapid changes which time is
making among those who in past years have contributed to honor
and dignify our Order.

Resolved, That while by his death the society in which he lived
has lost an esteemed and valued citizen, and this Grand Lodge one
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of its oldest members, the Masonic Fraternity has lost an intelji-
gent, long-tried and faithful friend.

Resolved, That while we bear in lively remembrance, his enthu-
siastic attachment to our Institution, we will cherish the mzmory of
his bright example t5 encourage us in our future course.

Resolved, That the sympathies of this Grand Lodge, are with the
family of our deceased Brothet in their bereavement.

C. C. Damg,
Wwum. F. Hurp,

J. WARREN LAMPHIER,
Committee.

The report was unanimously adopted by a rising vote, and
a copy ordered to be sent to the family of the deceased
Brother.

The committee on the petition of William H. Coffin, of
Lynn, for formal healing, made report.

REPORT ON PETITION ‘OF WM. H. COFFIN, FOR HEALING.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, March 13, 1872.
The committee to whom was referred the petition of William H.
Coffin, for a formal healing, having considered the subject matter of
said petition, respectfully
REPORT.

That the petition was presented at the Quarterly Communication
of the Grand Lodge held in December, 1870, and was then duly
referred to a committee. The chairman of the committee, unfortu-
nately, never received notice of his appointment ; and the petition
and accompanying papers were lost from official sight until January
of the present year, when, by the diligence of the Recording Grand
Secretary, they w:re discovered and brought to light. In conse-
quence of the public engagements of the former chairman of the
committee, the M. W. Grand Master delegated the duty of investi-
gating the case to another, and your committee now present to the
Grand Lodge the result of their labor.
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From the statement of the petitioner, it seems that on the thir-
teenth day of November, 1865, he applied to Mount Carmel Lodge,
Lynn, for the degrees in Masonry, and that on the eighth day of
March, 1866, his application was rejected. In 1868, he removed to
Wisconsin, and in 1870, made application for the degrees to Brandon
Lodge, No. 144, in that State, was there admitted and received the
degrees. The petition further states, not directly, but by way of
recital, and in such manner as to involve the drawing of the inference,
that at the time of his application he notified Brandon Lodge of his
rejection by Mount Carmel Lodge, and that Brandon Lodge well knew
the fact. The actual language of the petition is as follows: “He,” i.e.
the petitioner, “having first informed them of his relation to Mount
Carmel Lodge in this jurisdiction,” and “ said Lodge,” 7. ¢. Brandon
Lodge, “having a full knowledge of the facts as set forth above.”
He then proceeds to state that he holds a certificate of membership
from said Brandon Lodge, and his prayer is, for a formal healing,
the only reason given for which is that he “is desirous of visiting
the Lodges in this jurisdiction during his sojourn Eastward.”

Among the peculiarities of the case presented by this petition,
perhaps that which first deserves notice, is the absence of any claim
on the part of the petitioner of good faith in thus obtaining his de-
grees in Brandon Lodge, after his rejection by a Lodge under this
jurisdiction. He nowhere pretends that he was ignorant of our
Grand Regulations in this regard ; that he was deceived or imposed
upon by others claming to be wiser than himself; or that, notwith-
standing the irregularity, his motives were pure. On the contrary,
he seems to rely upon the fact of his communication to Brandon
Lodge of the simple statement of his rejection by Mount Carmel
Lodge, and of the subsequent assumption by Brandon Lodge of the
responsibility of conferring the degrees upon him after the knowledge
of such rejection, as a vindication of his own course in thus receiv-
ing the degrees, and therefore as a just foundation for a formal
healing by this Grand Lodge. In other words, if this position can
be sustained, a candidate rejected in this jurisdiction, if he can pre-
vail upon a Lodge in another State to confer the degrees upon him
in violation of inter-masonic law and comity, is entitled to be healed
by this Grand Lodge.
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But your committee are by no means satisfied of the truth of the
statement of the petitioner thus indirectly and incidentally made, to
wit, that he informed Brandon Lodge of his rejection, and conse-
quently that that Lodge knew the fact. Among the papers accompa-
nying the petition is a certified copy under the seal of Brandon
Lodge, of the application of the petitioner for the degrees in that
Lodge. The petition is in the usual form, but it does #nof disclose
the fact of the prior rejection of the petitioner, nor is there in it any
statement by which the Lodge could have supposed that he had ever
before applied for the degrees. Moreover, in a communication, also
under seal, addressed by the Secretary of Brandon Lodge to our
own Recording Grand Secretary, which gives the full account of the
petitioner’s application and reception of the degrees, there is no state-
ment or allusion to the fact that Brandon Lodge, or any of its officers,
or any member had any knowledge of his prior rejection. It, there-
fore, may be fairly considered, that the petitioner, upon whom the
burden ‘of proof lies to establish the fact of this knowledge on the
part of Brandon Lodge, has failed thus to establish the fact. If,
indeed, it were true, then, in addition to the irregularity of the
petitioner’s conduct, the Lodge at Brandon might be justly held
responsible by its own Grand Lodge, upon our complaint, for an
act which would probably prove to be a plain violation of the inter-
jurisdictional law.

As to the character of the petitioner, or his special claims to be
formally healed, nothing appears, or has been shown to your commit-
tee. It is involved in the perplexity of his rejection by Mount Carmel
Lodge and his admission by the Wisconsin Lodge. Your committee
have sought to obtain the judgment of Mount Carmel Lodge, by whom
the petitioner was rejected, and by whom he should be best known,
in regard to his formal healing, and have corresponded with the
Secretary of the Lodge, with a view of obtaining an authenticated
statement of the action of its members upon this question. No
reply having been received, the only inference which your commit-
tee can draw from the silence of Mount Carmel Lodge, is, that it
declines to favor the petitioner’s request.

Itis to be further noticed that the petitioner, whose petition bears
date December 24th, 1870, was then on a visit Eastward, and wished
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to be healed, simply because he desired to visit our Lodges while
on his sojourn here. He is no longer a resident of the jurisdiction,
and has probably, long ere this, returned to Wisconsin. The ques-
tion, whether a formal healing should be allowed by this Grand
Lodge for such a purpose, and to a person thus circumstanced, is
an interesting one ; but, under the views already expressed in this
report, it is not necessary here to consider it. For the reasons thus
stated, your committee respectfully recommend that the petitioner

have leave to withdraw his petition.
TRACY P. CHEEVER,
HENRY ENDICOTT,
GEO. IH. CONN,
Committees

The report was accepted, and the recommendation, that the
petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition, was adopted.

The committee to whom were referred the proceedings of
Star Lodge, of Athol, in the trial of O. C. Knox, made
report : —

REPORT ON TRIAL OF O. C. KNOX.
IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, March 13, 1872,
The Committee to whom was referred the record of Star Lodge,
Athol, containing the proceedings of that Lodge in the trial of Bro.
O. C. Knozx, have examined the record and respectfully

REPORT.

That the record presents many defects and short-comings when
tested by the requirements of the Grand Lodge in such cases made
and provided. The charge presented is entirely defective in form.
There is nothing in the record to show that the charge was filed in
accordance with the Grand Regulations or that notice of its pendency
was served upon the respondent or upon the members of the Lodge.
Only thirteen members were present at the Special Communication,
held Nov. 20, 1871, when the trial was had, although from the last
returns of the R. W. D. D. G. Master of the District in which the
Lodge is situated, it appears to have a membership of eighty-three ;
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so that upon a matter of such importance as to claim the action of
at least a majority of the Lodge, less than one sixth acted. As
before observed, there is nothing in the record to show whether the
members of the Lodge were or were not notified to attend this trial.
If they were notified, they were entirely negligent in respect to a
grave duty, and deserve the reprehension of the Grand Lodge. If
they were not specially notified, the W. Master and Secretary cannot
be excused for their neglect.
The charge, so far as it may be considered such, is as follows:

“Ata Regular Communication of Star Lodge, September 4, 1871, a committee
was chosen to investigate the reporss in circulation about Br. O. C. Knox, and
having reported at the Regular Meeting, October 2, 1871, that in their opinion
there was sufficient evidence to warrant the preferring of charges of great unmasonic
conduct, inasmuch as he did, on or about the 19th of Julylast, . . . . .

« « « + o . I therefore prefer charges against Brother O. C. Knox for conduct
unbecoming 2 man and a Mason.” !
(Signed), Horace HaprcooD.

Although this recital contains some particulars of the offence
complained of, giving the date and place where it was committed, it
seems to have been founded upon the action of a committee which
had previously been chosen to investigate the reports in circulation
concerning the respondent. This committee, it seems, had found
evidence sufficient to warrant the preferring of a charge against him.
Upon the report of the existence of such evidence, the Brother above
named brought his accusation, which, although informal, may perhaps
in substance, serve the purpose of a ckarge.

But your committee cannot regard the action of Star Lodge in
this case, in appointing a committee to hunt up floating rumors
affecting the character or reputation of one of its members, as proper
orwell timed. There may very probably, at one time or another, be
rumors concerning all, or at least a majority of the members of any
Lodge in the jurisdiction. No man, however pure his life and con-
duct, can expect to escape calumny. If rumor, with her many
tongues, when she shall happen to lift up one of them against a
member of the Lodge, is to be at once followed by the appointment
of a committee of investigation, with the purpose of bringing the
subject of the rumor to trial before his Lodge, we fear that the regu-
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lar Masonic work of our large Lodges would be in danger of suspen-
sion, and that the time of the Brethren would be wholly occupied in
the trial of their companions. There are other more practical and
satisfactory ways of bringing to jusiice a real offender. It is no part
of the duty of a Masonic Lodge, any more than of any other associa-
tion of men, to send out skirmishing pariies to reconnoitre after
evidence to substantiate a r#mor which happens to be floating in the
community. If a Brother has committed an offence for which he
deserves to be tried, it will not be difficult, under ordinary circum-
stances, to secure the evidence needful for his conviction. And if,
through ordinary channels, and by the exercise of that sagacity and
shrewdness which belong to Masons of ordinary intelligence ,such
evidence cannot be obtained, it would doubtless best serve the gen-
eral good of the Fraternity to let the offender escape for the time and
to watch him more closely ever afterward. When an offence has
been committed, let some Brother in interest examine the matter
closely, yet candidly, and bring his charge, with the necessary speci-
fications, dsrectly and upon his own responsibility.

At the Special Communication of Star Lodge, at which the trial
in this case was held, the respondent, through the W. Master,
pleaded guilty of the charges which had thus informally been pre-
sented, waving by this plea the clear advantages, which he might
otherwise have secured by reason of the informalities we have
noticed. The subsequent action of the Lodge was somewhat pe-
culiar. First, a motion was made and carried that the sentence be
postponed for six months. After remarks by several Brethren, a
reconsideration of this vote was moved and the motion carried.
Then a vote was passed #of to expel the respondent. Subsequently,
a motion was put and carried to suspend him, and by an additional
motion the suspension was made indefinite, at which point the
record closes. However commendable may have been the desire 0.
the Brethren of Star Lodge to rid themselves and the Fraternity ot
an unworthy member, we may well hope that more precision of action
and a better conformity to the Grand Regulations and to the princi-
ples applicable to Masonic trials, may be observed, should they,
unfortunately, be hereafter compelled to subject a member to this
discipline. It is useless, and worse than useless, to prescribe forms
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and to erect safeguards for the protection of the rights of respon-
dents, and through them of the rights and interests of the whole
Fratemity, if a Lodge may be permitted, under claim of a rude and
natural justice, to set such forms and safeguards aside. If the
respondent in the present case had not appeared, and by his plea of
guilty justified the action of the Lodge as substantially sound, it
would have been impossible under this record to have approved its
proceedings.

It is, therefore, by looking at the resu/t, rather than at the means
and methods by which it was reached, that your committee recom-
mend the approval of the action of Star Lodge in the premises.

TracYy P. CHEEVER,

SELWIN Z. BOWMAN,

W. FRaANK MULLIN,
Commitiee.

The report was accepted, and the proceedings of Star Lodge
in indefinitely suspending O. C. Knox from the rights and
privileges of Freemasonry confirmed,

The committee to whom was referred the petition of Con-
stellation Lodge for Charter, made report: —

REPORT ON CHARTER FOR CONSTELLATION LODGE.,

IN GRAND LoODGE, March 13, 1872

The committee to whom was referred the petition of certain
Brethren, praying for a Charter, empowering them to form and hold
a Lodge in Dedham, under the name of Constellation Lodge,
respectfully report : —

That they have examined the Records, while under Dispensation,
and the code of By-Laws presented for approval.

The Records have been fully and correctly kept, and their neat ap-
pearance reflects great credit upon the Secretary.

The By-Laws are in accordance with the requirements of the Grand
Constitutions.
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All dues to the Grand Lodge have been paid, and your committee
would therefore recommend that a Charter be issued as prayed for.
Respectfully submitted,
Ivory H. POPE,
HENRY J. PARKER,

CHARLES H. ATwoOD,
Commiliee.

The report was accepted and Charter granted.
The same committee presented the following report on the
petition of Hampshire Lodge for Charter : —

REPORT ON CHARTER FOR HAMPSHIRE LODGE.

IN GRAND LoDGE, March 13, 1872,

The committee to whom was referred the petition of certain Breth-
ren for a Charter, to form a Lodge in that part of the town of Wil-
liamsburg, called Haydenville, by the name of Hampshire Lodge,
respectfully

REPORT.

That they have examined the Records submitted to them, and find
that they have been neatly, — and with some few exceptions, — prop-
erly kept: They have also carefully examined the code of By-Laws
presented, and have suggested such amendments as in their judg-
ment are required, to make them conform to the Grand Constitu-
tions. R '

All dues to the Grand Lodge have been paid, and its requirements
complied with; your committee would, therefore, recommend that
when the alterations, as suggested, are made in the By-Laws, the
prayer of the petitioners be granted.

Respectfully submitted.

Ivory H. PorE,

HENRY ]J. PARKER,

CuarLes H, Atwoob,
Committee,

The Report was accepted and Charter granted.
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The committee on By-Laws presented the following re-
port:—

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.

IN GraND LopGE, March 13, 1872.
The committee to whom was’ referred the matter of By-Laws,
report that they recommend that the By-Laws of the following
Lodges, as presented and amended by the committee, be approved.

Joun HANCOCK. Joun CUTLER.
NorroLK UNION. CORINTHIAN.
ST. MATTHEW’S. ORPHANS HoPr. e
ROSWELL LEE, STAR.
CHICOPEE. '
Respectfully submitted,
C. C. DauE,
D. T. V. HUNTOON,

Commilttee.

The report was accepted and the recommendation of the
- committee adopted.
The following committees were granted further time :
On Olive Branch Lodge »s. Blackstone River Lodge.
On Grand Lodge of Italy.
On Order No. 2, passed September 13, 1871.
On Order No. 3, passed September 13, 1871.
On the Grand Master’'s Annual Repert of December 13,
1871,
Atfive o'clock, P. M., the Grand Lodge was closed in AMPLE
Forwm, with prayer by R. W. Charles H. Titus, as Grand Chap-
lain, .

A true abstract from the Records.

Attest: CHARLES H. TITUS,-
Recording Grand Secretary.
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A QuarTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE Most WOR-
SHIFFUL GRAND LopGeE OoF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MassacHuseTTs Was held at the Masonic Temple, in the
city of Boston, on the 12th day of Jume, Anno Lucis

5872, Anno Domini 1872.
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RW. Wniram J. Sawme, M.D. . .
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W. Rev. Avoxzo H. Qumxr, D.D. .
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. i «  District No. 6.
. “ «  District No. 7.
. “ “ District No. 8.

. “ ¢ District No. 10.

. “ “ District No.

7

. o ¢ District No.
. “ ¢ District No. 18.
. “ ¢  District No. 14.

. “ “ District No. 16.
. o ¢ District No. 17.

. Grand Chaplain.

. Grand Marshal.

. Senior Grand Deacon.
Junior Grand Deacon.

Junior Grand Stewards.
Grand Standard-Bearer.
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W. Jorx M. RODOCANACHI . i Pursui
W. Hexey A. Brown } ne- G vants.

W. E. DaxA BANCROFT
W. CEpHAS BRrIGHANM g
W. ALrreDp F. CHAPMAN
Br. Howarp*M. Dow. . . . . . Grand Organist.
Bz. FREDERICK A. PrERcE . . . . Grand Tyler.

. . Grand Lecturers.

PERMANENT MEMBERS.

R.W. WinsLow LEwis . . . . . PastGrand Master.

R.W. WoiLiam D. Coorwoee . . . ¢« €

R.W. WrLriaM PAREMAN . . . . & Y] «
RW.CHArLes C. DAME . . . . . ¢ [

R.W. WirLiaM S. GARDNER. . . . « «“

RW.G W. Wagrex . . .. . . . Past Deputy Grand Master.
- R.W. HEXRY CHICKERING . . . . Past Grand Warden.

RW. WiLiaMm W.Baggr . . . . ¢ “ n

R.W. WrLiaM Surton . . . . . ¢ “ «

R.W. WinLiam F. SatmMon . . . . ¢ « “

R.W. SamueL C. LAWRENCE . . . ¢ «“ “
R.W.DaviD W.CRAFTS . . . . . ¢ « «
R.W.BENJAMIN DEAN . . . . . ¢ €«

R.W. WYzZEMAN MARSHALL . . . . “ [0 e
RW.Ivoey H.Pore . . . . . . ¢ (L «
RW.ELwyoaAE W.Bugr . . . . . “ t“

W. ANpREw G. SMire . . . . . Of the Committee on Charity.
W.RM.FrgLp . . . . . . . . & « “ “ c

The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE Form, at two
o’clock p.M., with prayer by the Senior Grand Chaplain,
W. and Rev. A. H. Quint, D.D., and singing the follow-
ing bymn : —

Music,— Sasnt Thomas.

Great Source of Light and Love,
To Thee our songs we raise;

Oh, in Thy temple, Lord above,
Hear and accept our praise!

May this fraternal band
" In Faith and Hope be blessed,
In Charity thrice blessed stand,
In purity be dressed.

L
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May all the Sons of Peace
Their every grace improve,

Till discord through the nations cease,
And all the world be love.

The record of the Quarterly Communication in March
last having been distributed to the members in printed
form, the reading of the same was dispensed with, and the
record approved.

The records of the Speclal Communications at Dedham,
April 2, 1872 ; Millbury, April 25, 1872; South Boston,
May 31, 1872, and at Everett, June 11, 1872, were read
and approved, :

Br. Charles W. Ware was reoogmzed as proxy for
Trinity Lodge, Clinton.

The Master and Wardens of Caleb Butler Lodge were
permitted to sit in Grand Lodge without their jewels, the
tame having been destroyed in the recent fire at Ayer.

The Grand Secretary presented By-Laws and amend-
ments to By-Laws from the following Lodges, for ap-
proval : —

Cuirirs Rrver, West Medway. Wzns'rx;z, Webster.

Mooxr Ourver, Cambridge. Harwony, Northfleld.

Robzer Lasu, Chelsea. OLp Coroxy, Hingham.

Dozic, Hudson. PALESTINE, Evetett.

Jomx ABBoT, Somerville. PryMoutH, Plymouth.

Wniux ParxuaN, Winchester.  GRECIAN, Lawrence.

Jomx WarreN, Hopkinton. PaurL Reverg, North Bridgewater,—

tnd they were referred to R.W. Br. Charles C. Dame, and
W. Brs. Caleb Blodgett, Jr., and D. T. V. Huntoon.

The Grand Secretary submitted the following supple-
mentary report in relation to the Chicago Relief Fund : —
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IN Graxp Lopee, June 12, 1872.
Since the last Quarterly Communication, I have received for
the Chicago Relief Fund, from

Warren Lodge, Amesbury . . . . . . « . . . . . . 850 00
Plymouth Lodge, Plymouth (additional) . . . . . . . . g 28

Sent directly from the Lodges to Chicago, and not pre-
viously reported : —

Amicable Lodge, Cambridgeport . . . . . . . . . . . $200 00
Jordan Lodge, Peabody . . . . . . . . . . . . o« . 100 00
Total, not previously reported . . . . . . . . . . . 8353 28
Previouslyreposted . . . . . . . . . . . . .o . 8,903 53

Total amount tontributed . . . . . . . « . . . 89,256 71
Of this sum, there were sent to Michigan and Wisconsin . . $825 00
ToChicago . . . « . . « . « .« . s e e e e e 8,431 71

The sum of $53.28, received as above, was deposited with
the Grand Treasurer, and the Masonic Relief Committee of
Chicago authorized to draw on him for the same.

Respectfully submitted,

Crarres H. Trrus,
Grand Secredary.

A petition was received from William H. Clemence, of
Lowell, asking to be formally healed, and was referred to
the Committee on Healing.

A similar petition was presented in behalf of Theodore
C. Bates,.of Brookfield, and was referred to the same
committee.

A petition was received from several Brethren, members
of Star Lodge of Athol, asking that the action of said
Lodge in voting to remove from its present location to
Athol Depot, be annulled by the Grand Lodge, accompa-
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nied with a remonstrance against said petition; and both
papers were referred to a committee consisting of R.W.
Br. William S. Gardner, and W. Brs. William F. Hurd
and Salmon W. North. :

The Grand Secretary presented a communication re-
ceived from the Grand Lodge of Saxony, and on motion
it was referred to R.W. Brs. Charles Levi Woodbury,
William S. Gardner and Charles W. Moore.

R.W. Br. William.F. Salmon, in behalf of the com-
mittee, submitted the followmg

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF HENRY PRICE
LODGE IN THE CASE AOl' SETH WINSLOW.
Bostox, June 12, 1872.
To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts: —

At the Quarterly Meeting of the Grand Lodge, held Sept. 183,
1871, the following order was adopted : —

¢ Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed, with full powers to
inquire into the proceedings of Henry Price Lodge, in connection with the
rejection of Seth Winslow, one of its candidates; and the authority and
recommendation on which it consented to receive the petition of said
Winslow; and also by whom the alleged forgery in connection with the
certificate purporting to have been granted by the Master, Senior Warden,
Secretary, and two other members of said Lodge to Carroll Lodge, of New
Hampshire, was perpetrated; and to report such further proceedings for
the action of this Grand Lodge as the facts may warrant.”

The committee appointed under said order herewith submit
their report : —

The principal features of the case have been fully set forth in
previous reports to this Grand Lodge, as appears in the printed
proceedings for 1869, p. 176, 1870, p. 154,and 1871, p. 186. The
points left for us to consider, seem to be the authority of Henry
Price Lodge, for receiving and acting upon a petition from a
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candidate who had been previously rejected, and the quéstion of
forgery in the document emanating from members of Henry
Price Lodge, a copy of which appears on page 176 of the pro-
ceedings of 1869.

For the purpose of of)tnining the requisite information, the
M.W. Grand Master, at the request of the committee, issued
formal summons to such Brethren as were considered in posses-
sion of the material facts, all of whom promptly responded at
the appointed time.

The W. Master of Henry Price Lodge, at the time the irreg-
ularities under consideration took place, having removed from
this jurisdiction to a far distant country, could not be reached.

His evidence would undoubtedly be of great value, but prob-
ably could not materially alter our conclusions.

It appears from the records of Henry Price Lodge that Seth
‘Winslow originally applied to said Lodge, February 26, 1868,
and that on the 26th of March, 1868, the committee reported
¢ That they were unable to agree on a favorable report;” a
ballot being taken, he was declared rejected. This application
has been before your committee, and in it are the following
words: “ I have once before applied for initiation.” There is
nothing upon the records of Henry Price Lodge, or in its files
now, to show that the necessary recommendation from another
Lodge accompanied the petition.

The then Secretary of Henry Price Lodge, Br. Charles A.
Winslow, testified that he never knew or heard of Seth Wins-
low’s application and rejection in another Lodge, until before
this committee, and did not know that any recommendation was
needed when the application was received in Henry Price
Lodge.

Br. S. M. Nesmith, a Past Master of Henry Price Lodge,
who proposed Winslow, knew of his rejection by John Abbot
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Lodge, and thought that a recommendation had been obtained,
though he had no knowledge of it.

The chairman of the committee on investigation testified
that the committee knew of the rejection by John Abbot
Lodge, but could not recall the source from which the knowl-
edge came. He made inquiries of influential brethren in Som-
erville as to the cause of the rejection there; did not see or
hear of any recommendation from the officers or members of
John Abbot Lodge, but supposed that the proper officers had
attended to the necessary formalities.

We have the certificates of the W. Master and S. Warden of
John Abbot Lodge for the years 1867 and 1868, stating that
they were never applied to, and never gave any recommenda-
tion or permission for Seth Winslow to take his degrees in any
Lodge whatever.

. On the 28th of April, 1869, Winslow again applied to Henry
Price Lodge. His petition is on file, and in it he states that
‘“he has before applied for initiation.”

On the 25th of August, 1869, the committee on investiga-
tion (having previously been allowed further time) reported
unfavorably, and he was again rejected.

On the 80th of August, 1869, within one week from the time
of the second rejection, Seth Winslow had a certificate, pur-
porting to be signed by the W. Master, S. Warden, Secretary,
and two other members of Henry Price Lodge, granting per-
mission for Carroll Lodge of Freedom, N. H., to confer the
degrees on said Winslow.

The then Secretary of Henry Price Lodge testified that he
wrote the certificate, and obtained the signatures of the
Brethren, but that when it was signed the name of the Lodge
to which it was to be sent was blank; he also’testified, that
being unable to find one of the Brethren whose name purports
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to be signed to said certificate, and feeling confident, from his
interest in Seth Winslow, that if presented to him he would
willingly sign it, he, the secretary, wrote the name of S. M.
Nesmith himself; he further testified that he was unable to find
the J. Warden in time to obtain his signature.

The then J. Warden, and present W. Master of Henry Price
Lodge, Br. Daniel E. Chase, testified that it was his impres-
sion that the certificate under consideration was presented to
him by the then Secretary (he recalling the place and circum-
stances), but as it did not bear the signatures of the W. Master
and S. Warden, he declined to sign it. It was not again
presented to him.

Br. Hayward, whose name appears last, testified that when
the certificate was presented to him, it bore the name of the W.
Master only; that the Secretary assured him that Br. Chase
(the J. Warden) would sign it.

The original certificate given to Carroll Lodge has been dili-
gently sought by your committee, but the most strenuous
efforts of a prominent member of the M.W. Grand Lodge of
New Hampshire have failed to discover it either among the
archives of that Grand Lodge or of Carroll Lodge ; it was seen
by several members of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire
about the time that a copy was made for a committee of this
Grand Lodge in 1869 ; but since then it has disappeared, as has
also the certificate of Carlisle and Fowler in the same case.

From the evidence received, however, we are satisfied that
with the exception of the one name before referred to, the sig-

" natures upon said certificate were genuine, and the question of
forgery submitted is proved by the admission of the Secretary.

In this connection we would remark that the first application
of Seth Winslow to Henry Price Lodge apparently bears the
genuine signature of Br. S. M. Nesmith as voucher, while in the
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second application the name of Br. Nesmith was evidently
written by the then Secretary.

Br. Nesmith testified before this committee, that he had no
recollection of signing but one petition for Seth Winslow.

At the time the evidence was taken, the two applications had
not been before your committee, and it was then supposed that
but one could be found in the files of Henry Price Lodge.

Having thus briefly stated the facts, we are now called upon
“to report such further proceedings for the action of this
Grand Lodge as the facts may warrant.”

Part IV., Art. 8, Sect. 2, of our Grand Constitutions, treats
of forms and requirements in connection with rejected candi-
dates, and contains the following language : —

“And if any Mason knowingly assist or recommend for initiation o any
Lodge whatever, any candidate rejected as aforesaid, who may not have
obtained & recommendation as before provided, such Mason shall be ex-
pelled from the Institution, or subjected to such other penalty as the
Grand Lodge may see cause to impose.”

In Part IOI., Art. 4, Section 1, we find the following lan-
guage: —

“Whenever a member of a Lodge, or a Brother under this jurisdiction,
shall be accused of any offence, which, if proved, would subject-him to
suspension or expulsion, the proceedings in the premises shall be con-
ducted agreeably to the following rules.”

These rules, for the trial of offending Mas{)ns, are too well
understood to need quoting here, but all apply to the trial and
fixing of the penalty by the subordinate Lodge first, and ap-
proval by the Grand Lodge afterward.

The language of the Section last quoted is ¢ any offence,” and
that would seem to cover any violations of the Grand Consti-
totions, yet the language of the section previously quoted,
seems to vest the matter of punishment for violation of a cer-
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tain rule directly with the Grand Lodge, without the interven-
tion of the regular specified action of the subordinate Lédge.
We will not attempt to discuss what the Grand Lodge can or
cannot do, neither attempt to reconcile this apparent conflict
between different Sections of our Grand Constitutions, leaving
that for those better versed in Masonic jurisprudence than our-
selves. A

‘We would simply say that we hope the day is far distant
when this M.W. Grand Lodge shall feel compelled to deal pri-
marily with an individual member of one of its subordinates,
and equally distant when any subordinate, after due informa-
tion, shall so far forget its duty to the parent body in dealing
with an offending member, as to give cause for the interference
of the Grand Lodge.

Our conclusion, therefore, will be drawn with reference to
this idea, and that provision of the Constitutions which we be-
lieve has been generally, aye, universally accepted and acknowl-
edged in this jurisdiction, as governing in the treatment of
cases for violation of Masonic law or obligations.

The committee of 1871, page 148 of the printed Proceedings,
set forth fully the difference between the  recommendations”
required by the Grand Constitutions and the ¢ permission ”
given by the Brethren of Henry Price Lodge, and we fully
agree with them in condemning the latter as in violation'of our
Constitutions. The Brother who wrote the certificate says that
the form is eimilar to what has been, and is now, in use in
Lodges in his vicinity, and your committee are satisfied from
what they know by personal observation outside the case before
them, that too often a simple permission or waiving of jurisdic-
tion is given and accepted as a recommendation, within the
meaning of our Constitutions.

Most of the Brethren who testified before us were not aware
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of the language of the Constitutions, making a recommendation
necessary. .

The committee of 1871, after quoting certain language of the
Constitutions say : *‘The logical sequence in this case would
seem to be that if the Lodge might not lawfully initiate the
candidate, then it could not lawfully or rightfully entertain and
act upon the petition for initiation.” We concur in their view
of the meaning of the clause, but it is not so explicit in its
reading as to be clear to every one, and we feel confident that
many cases have occurred within the last few years where peti-
tions have been received and acted upon, and the necessary
recommendations filed just before the initiation, and that seems
tobe all that is actually required. We believe that a slight
change of the phraseology, requiring the recommendation to
accompany the petition, will be beneficial.

The difficulties in this case, which has been so long before the
Grand Lodge, seem to have grown, mainly, from a lack of
knowledge, on the part of the Lodge officials, of the provisions
of the Grand Constitutions, and should serve as a warning to
Masters, Wardens and Secretaries in the future, and we trust
offer some inducements for them to carefully study and digest
the Proceedings and Constitutions, which are regularly furnished
to every Lodge each year.

Our conclusions are as folows : —

First, That Henry Price Lodge, throug . :. e ignorance, care-
lessness or fraud of some of its officers, rec:ived the petition of
Seth Winslow, and wrongfully acted upon it, without the recom-
mendation of any Lodge whatever, notwithstanding said Wins-
low stated in his petition that he had once before applied for

initiation.

Second, That certain members of Henry Price Lodge, after
Seth Winslow had been twice rejected, signed a document, in-
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tending to favor his receiving the degrees in amother Lodge,
which document was in violation of the clearly-intended provis-
ions of our Grand Constitutions.

Third, That Br. Charles A. Winslow, Secretary of Henry
Price Lodge at the time Seth Winslow applied for his degrees,
seems to have been instrumental in misleading the Lodge, and
some of the members thereof, into committing the wrongs be-
fore mentioned.

Fourth, That the Grand Lodge ought not to deal severely
with an erring subordinate, provided it is willing to take the
proper measures to correct its errors.

Fifth, We recommend that Henry Price Lodge be requested
to review the doings of some of its former officers in the case
of Seth Winslow, and particularly the conduct of its former
Secretary, Br. Chas. A. Winslow, charged with forgery in two
instances, and other seeming unmasonic conduct, and to certify
its action, whatever it may be, to this Grand Lodge, at its next
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

Sixth, We also recommend that Part IV., Art. 3, Sect. 2, of
the Grand Constitutions be amended by striking out the word
¢ initiated,” in the second line, and inserting instead thereof,
the word ¢ proposed,” the object being to require the recom-
mendation to accompany the application of & person, to any
" Lodge other than the one to which he first applied, and thus
have the language of the Constitutions conform more closely
to what is believed to be their intent.

We cannot close this report without briefly referring to a
matter that has incidentally been brought to our notice, viz. :
The language of the Copstitutions requiring a ¢ recommenda-
tion” from the Master, Wardens and three members of a Lodge,
for a rejected applicant to go elsewhere, and the custom of sub-
stituting a ¢ permission ” instead. It is possible that the Con-
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stitutions intend a recommendation in the full and complete sense
of the word, including a knowledge, on the part of the Brethren
signing, of the character and qualifications of the applicant,
sufficient to make them his vouchers as in every way worthy to
be made a Mason, notwithstanding the objection by some other
Brethren of their Lodge ; or the intention may be (as we think
it is generally construed), to simply waive the right or claim to
farther trial of the applicant, and give him an opportunity to
try his chances elsewhere, without actually vouching for him.

Again, it is essential that the recommendation, or permis-
sion, should be in writing, though under the present form of
the Constitutions a verbal recommendation may be, and we
think sometimes has been, used.

Also the matter of trial between applications in different )
Lodges seems worthy of consideration, for there can no benefit
accrue to our Inmstitution, through forcing members into it,
against the well-known and often-expressed objections of wor-
thy Brethren.

As this power of recommending is vested not in the Lodges,
but the individual members thereof, we think it important that
there should be a full and clear understanding of just what is
meant by our Constitutions, and therefore recommend that the
subject be referred to a committee with instruction to report
what changes, if any, are needed in our Constitutions, to make
them more complete and explicit on this point, or more in ac-

‘cordance with generally prevailing ideas and customs.

Respectfully submitted,
W. F. SaLmox,
Percivar L. Evererr,
Ivory H. Porg,
Comm'me.‘
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The report was accepted and its recommendations
adopted. So much as proposes an amendment to the
Grand Constitutions, and recommends the appointment of
a committee to consider certain subject-matter discussed
in conclusion sixth of the report, was referred to R.W.
Br. Ivory H. Pope, and W. Brs. Wooster B. Mayhew
and David L. Davol.

The proceedings of Solomon’s Temple Lodge, Uxbridge,
in the trial of Willis M. Wheeler; were submitted for
examination and approval of the Grand Lodge, and were
referred to the Committee on Trials.

A petition for Charter was received from Williams
Lodge, u.p., of Williamstown, and was referred to R.W.
Br. Henry Chickering, and W. Brs. Obed C. Turner and
Frederick D. Ely.

The Charter of Lafayette Lodge, Boston Highlands,
which locates the Lodge in Roxbury, was presented for
such endorsement thereon as the annexation of Roxbury to
Boston should require, and the matter was referred to R.W.
Br. Benjamin Dean, and W. Brs. A. H. W. Garpenter and
Henry S. Bunton. o

The roll of the Lodges was called, and the following
were found to be represented : —

AMITY. CaLEB BUTLER. ELrusis.

ANCIENT YORK. Cuarces C. DaMe. EUREKA.

ANCIENT LaNpMARK. CHARLES W. MOORE. EzekIEL BaTEs.
ARTISAN. * CHICOPER. FELLOWSHIP.
ATHELSTANE. CONSTELLATION. GATE OF THE TEMPLE.
BELMONT. CORINTHIAN. GERMANIA.
BETH-HORON. CoRNER STONE. GoLDEN FLEECE.
BuLue Hiui. DavLBOUSIR. GOOD SAMARITAN.

BrisToL. DEeLTA. GRECIAN.
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Haxrpex. Mouxt HorzB (West SAINT ANDREW’S.
Harpxx. Harwich). SAINT MATTHEW'S.
Hexry Price. NorrorLx Umoxn. Saint Paur’s (South
Horx. OLIvE BRANCEH. Boston).

Hrpz Pairk. OraxgE. SiLoan.

JosxpH WARREN. OxroRD. " Sociar Hamumony.
Enwnoowe. PALESTINE. SorLouox’s TexrLE.
Eme Soroxox. PauL Drax. STAR 1IN THE EAST.
Lizxrry. ‘PAauL REVERE. Starr KiNG.
Mirnexnrs. Pr@ENICIAN. TrurLE.
MASSACHUSETTS. PLYMOUTH. TRrINITY.
Mzrrouack. PURITAN. Uxion (Dorchester).
Moxrror. QUINSIGAMORD. UNITED BRETHREN.
Morxive STaR. Rising Stax. WEBSTER.
Moxracure. RoswewL Lze. WixsLow LEwis.
Moxrcouzry. RoRAL. Wmriau NoRTH.
Mosarc. SAGGAHEW. WiLLiaM PARKMAN.
Mounr CarMEL. SAINT ALBANS. WiLiax Surron.
Mouxt HermMoON.

R.W. Tracy P. Cheever, in behalf of the committce,
submitted the following

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE ACTION OF THE M.W. GRAND
LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE IN THE CASE OF S8ETH WINSLOW.

In GraND Lopa® OF MABSACHUSETTS.
QuUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, June 12, 1872.

The committee to whom at the Quarterly Communication of

the Grand Lodge, held on September 13, 1871, were referred
certain recommendations embodied in a report presented at that
Quarterly Cotomunication, by a committee consisting of R.W.
Charles W. Moore, R.W. Lucius R. Page, and R.W. Charles C.
Dame, the subject-matter of which report related to the confer-
ring of the degrees in Masonry, by Carroll Lodge of Freedom,
N.H., upon one Seth Winslow, a candidate who had previously
been thrice rejected in Lodges within this jurisdiction, and to
the action of the M.W. Grand Lodge of N. H., upon the com-
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plaint of M.W. William Sewall Gardner, then Grand Master of
this Commonwealth, for an alleged violation of the jurisdictional
rights of this Grand Lodge in that behalf, have examined, with
such care and attention as they could command, the several
subjects entrusted to them and respectfully report : —

It may not be either needless or inconsiderate, even at
this period in the history of our Fraternity, now appar-
ently so firm in its strength and solidity, and so marked by
the always attractive features of growth and outward prosperity,
that to the unpractised eye and the unreasoning mind, decay
and decadence seem to be either impossible or postponed to a
distant future, to reflect nevertheless upon the instability of
whatever belongs to the sphere of mortality. The life of an
institution, like the life of a man, is hedged by limitations
certain or uncertain. Although the life of an association may
often be far more flexible, far less rigorous in the bounds of its
duration, being sometimes without absolute limits, and set in
no fixed term, it can yet bear no pledge or assurance of con-
tinued existence, and, least of all, a warrant to stand in per-
petuity. Our own cherished Institution has indeed survived
many distracting changes of dynasties, many national and so-
cial revolutions, passing through almost the wrack of earth, but
its human character proclaims, at least, the capability of disso-
lution. A day will perhaps come (let us fondly anticipate it)
bright with the best glow of hope and fortune for mankind,
when this Fraternity will have wrought such a beneficent work
in the education and exaltation of the race, that it may fold its
arms and sink into a profound and peaceful slumber, from which
the exigencies of humanity will have no cause to waken it. But
that day, if it shall ever arrive, will be a distant one, with the
concerns of which it may not be profitable for this generation to
busy itself. Our particular and practical concern is with our

.
.
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own day and with this Institution in this day. We are to take
the Institution as we have received it from our predecessors,
wisely enlarge its scope and functions, improve its aims,
broaden its organization and energies, expand and height.én its
charities, preserve and secure its rituals and forms, and thus
transmit it to our successors purer and better than we found it.
If each generation of Masons shall accomplish a work like this,
all care and anxiety as to the future life of ‘the Institution may

. be thrown aside, for it will surely live as long as the affections, the

bopes, the faith and the charity of man shall live, to demand,
receive and spread its beneficence.

If observations like these may seem, at the first glance, to bear
the burden of a ponderous and unnecessary sentiment, a second
view may perhaps justify them as prefatory to a consideration
of the questions involved in the subject of this report. So far as
the structure and organization of Freemasonry are concerned,
nothing is perhaps more striking, as indeed nothing asserts
more clearly the wisdom and sagacity of our predecessors, than
the methods by which, at least in recent years, the outside world
of the profane is held aloef from and admitted to our ranks.
Although Masonry may be found in every quarter of the globe, .
and all civilized 1ands behold and rejoice in its rites, its symbols
and its worship, it is by no means open to men, however good
and true, at any point, or under any sky, whenever and
wherever they may seek admission. Our regulations have, as
we apprehend, with consummate wisdom, restricted within the
closest bounds the modes of applicatioh and admission to the
benefits of our society. According to the weight of authority,
the good citizen of North Americe, while he remains such good
citizen, may not lawfully seek and find in India an entrance
into Masonry, unless by the dispensation of a carefully defined
and Jegal permission.



.
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The resident of Texas cannot, without a like dispensation, be
admitted to the fold in New Jersey, nor can he of our own
Commonwealth, whose domicile is in Berkshire, glide down to the -
sea-coast and legitimately find the degrees in Suffolk. Our the-
ory of admission, which has been crystallized into law, is simply
this, that whosoever secks a union with us shall be judged
wholly by his neighbors; that as to him the vicinage shall
open or shut the doors; that the Lodge within the limits of
his residence shall take the sole responsibility of deciding be-
tween the candidate and the entire Fraternity. Moreover the
Lodge which has once acted upon his proposition, and nega-
tived it, shall retain its hold upon him, so that no other Lodge
in the Commonwealth may presome to admit him, or even to act
upon the question of his admission, without the direct recommend-
ation of the former Lodge, whereby the whole Fraternity shall
thus be guarded against the invader by the strong arm of the
Lodge which has first dealt with him. But these provisions of
our regulations reach also beyond the bounds of our Common-
wealth, and beneficently guard the Brethren of other States and
of foreign lands from the infilux of those whom we have judged
unworthy. No citizen of ours, who has been rejected here, may
lawfully receive the degrees in another State, or in a foreign
jurisdiction, without the consent of our own Grand Master;
nor are we permitted in our Lodges to receive a citizen of any
State which contains a Grand Lodge, without the permission of
the Grand Master of such State. By virtue of these regula-
tions, the locality which proposes a member to the whole Fra-
ternity rightfully holds the power to control not only his pres-
ent admission or rejection, but to determine it for the future, —
a power which, when wisely and Masonically administered, is
doubtless of far more significant benefit to the Fraternity at
large than to the particular Lodge which exercises the power.
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Hence a careful and strict observance of the divisions and sub-
divisons of State and town lines of jurisdiction bears function-
ally and vitally upon the welfare and even the existemce of
our Institution, and hence the general prevalence of this theory
of jurisdiction, which is now, for many reasons, justly regarded
a8 vital to Masonry in this country. Each State and each

' Lodge must keep within the appointed bounds. There must be

no poaching upon another’s manor. The lines which separate
a State or a Lodge from its neighbor must be held sacred and
free from invasion. No pretexts or pretences can avail to jus-
tify the least encroachment upon that special and exclusive au-
thority which hedges and should guard our border lines,— an
aathority which 18 in itself a sanctity, since it keeps and pre-
serves so much that is sacred. To guard therefore with a vigi-
lance which shall never tire, and with a jealousy which may
not be foiled, the lines which determine the jurisdiction of its
Lodges, is not only the clear right, but the high duty of every
Grand Lodge.

In 1869, one Seth Winslow, a resident of Charlestown in this
Commonwealth, who had previously made application for the
degrees in Masonry to John Abbot Lodge of Somerville, and
to Henry Price Lodge of Charlestown, and had been rejected by
each of them, applied to Carroll Lodge, located at Freedom, in
the State of New Hampshire, and within the jurisdiction of the
Grand . Lodge of that State, was there admitted, and received
the three degrees in one evening, by virtue of a dispensation
issued by R.W. J. W. Dearborn, Deputy Grand Master of the
District in which Carroll Lodge is situated. It seems, however,
that Winslow or his friends were not able to secure the degrees
at the hands of Carroll Lodge without some show of form, some
apparent compliance with the laws which regulate and govern
the case of rejected candidates. A paper, signed by certain
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officers of Henry Price Lodge, was procured, as well as a cer-
tificate of two persons purporting to contain or to indicate the
permission of the Grand Master of Massachusetts, with which
documents the candidate was armed, and by means of which
the doors of Carroll Lodge were apparently readily opened.
These documents will be specifically referred to hereinafter, and
all the material facts attending the reception of the degrees by
Winslow, so far as they are not dlready known, will sufficiently
appear in the correspondence hereto annexed. Soon after
Winslow had thus received the degrees, he attempted to visit
Lodges in this Commonwealth, from one of which, viz., Faith
Lodge, Charlestown, he was at once excluded, by W. Brother
‘Wm. H. Kent, then its Master. Upon a representation of the
facts to the M.W. Grand Master, he committed the subject to
the chairman of your committee, who was then Deputy Grand
Master of the Second District, for investigation. A report was
made, in which the conclusion was reached that Winslow was
illegally made, and was, under our regulations, & clandestine
Mason, who could not be received or recognized in this juris-
diction without a formal bealing. This report was committed
to another committee, of which R.W. Brother Charles R.
Train was chairman. This latter committee concurred in the
view of the former one, as to the illegal status of Winslow, but
recommended, nevertheless, his formal healing by this Grand
Lodge. The Grand Lodge, however, declined to heal Wins-
low, and referred the subject to the Grand Master with fall
powers to act in the premises, according to his discretion.
Meanwhile the Grand Master had communicated to the Grand
Master of New Hampshire, the facts attending the conferring
of the degrees upon Winslow by Carroll Lodge, and the formal
complaint of this Grand Lodge for the clear violation of its
jurisdiction involved in the conduct of the New Hampshire
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subordinate. This complaint was subsequently referred to a
committee of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, of which
RW. Brother John J. Bell was chairman, whose report
declared that ¢ the proceedings of the Lodge [Carroll], and the
action of the District Deputy Grand Master, were in violation of
the provisions of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire.” The
report further stated that ¢ although adopted, the Constitution
of this Grand Lodge was not then printed, and the Lodge were
ignorant of its provisions.” And in conclusion, the committee
say, *“ We have authentic information that that Grand Lodge,
[i. e., the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts] have voted to heal
the individaal thus irregularly made a Mason.”

This action of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, which
accepted the report of its committee, did not, to the apprehen-
sion of M.W. Grand Master Gardner, seem wholly worthy of
the dignity and gravity of the complaint from which it sprung,
nor of the historic friendship which had characterized the
Grand Lodges of the respective States. There was about it an
air of apparens indifference as to the jurisdictional question, as
well as a serious misapprehension of grave and important facts,
the result of which was a conclusion deemed lame and impotent.

The Grand Master, therefore, did not hesitate to commit the
entire subject-matter of the Winslow case, including necessarily
our complaint upon the question of jurisdiction, to a com-
mittee of which R.W. Brother Charles W. Moore was the
learned and accomplished head.

The report of that committee to this Grand Lodge, was
marked by the characteristic clearness and thoroughness of its
author, and was at once adopted. Among the recommenda-
tions of the report are the following statements and declara-
tions, which define and prescribe the duties of your present
committee : —
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“The certificate purporting to be signed by John Carlisle and Cyrus
Fowler was a fraud and a libel on the Grand Master of this Grand Lodgé,
and a wilful and intentional violation, for frandulent purposes, of Article
8, Section 2, Part IV., of its Constitutions; and your committee recom-
mend that the subject be referred to a special committee, with full powers
to institute, if the offenders be residents within this jurisdiction, such pro-
ceedings in the case as they may deem necessary, in vindication of the
dignity and authority of this Grand Lodge; and if it shall appear that said
Carlisle and Fowler are not residents within this jurisdiction, then to lay
the subject of the complaint before the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire.
And said committee is further instructed to correspond with the proper
authorities of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire; and to ascertain, for
the information of this Grand Lodge, the character of and the authority *
for the ¢authentic informaiton,’ on the strength of which their com-
mittee having the matter in charge did, in their report before the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire, on the 18th of May last, ill-advisedly, and as
your committee think, without due consideration, dismiss the just com-
plaint of the Grand Master of this Grand Lodge against Carroll Lodge,
one of its subqrdinates, for a violation of the jurisdiction of this Grand
Lodge.”

The first duty of your committee, therefore, relates to the
conduct of Carlisle and Fowler, who signed a certificate which
was taken by Carroll Lodge as and for the consent of the Grand
Master of this Commonwealth, to the conferring of the degrees
upon Winslow. It is difficult to deterinine the legal quality or
character of this document. It is nota forgery, since there is
no doubt of the genuineness of the names of its signers. It is
a gross fraud in fact, and consequently in morals, for although,
whether purposely or otherwise, it does not designate the real
name of the Grand Master, it yet declares seriously and sol-
emnly that the Grand Master of Massachusetts gave his con-
sent. It was intended as a fraud, and operated as such, for the
Lodge at Freedom acted upon it as embodying the consent of
the Grand Master. It was utterly fulse in fact, and without
even the semblance of truth to rest upon. It was, indeed, no
certificate of the Grand Master, and does not even purport to
be. It was only a false statement of its own signers. The
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mischief it wrought was, that the lies of Carlisle and Fowler
were taken by Carroll Lodge, as the truth of the Grand Master.
It was doubtless conceived, written, and used for the sole pur-
pose of enabling' Winslow to procure the degrees in Carroll
Lodge, at the lowest possible expenditure both of truth and of
jurigdictional regard. One of the signers, Fowler, is a Past
Master of this very Carroll Lodge, and so far as your com-
mittee can learn, has no affiliation here. Carlisle is not affili-
sted in this jurisdiction or elsewhere within our knowledge.
If these persons should be tried in a Lodge within our jurisdic-
tion, they must be tried as sojourners only. But your com-
mittee, after careful consideration, have reached the conclusion
that it wonld not be wholly wise under the existing circum-
stances to try these offenders in such a manner. Although they
fully deserve the extreme punishment of a disgraceful expulsion
from the Fraternity, such a course is not necessary to the vindi-
cation of the honor and dignity of our Past Grand Master, or of
this Grand Lodge. Indeed, it may probably be wiser to suffer
the brazen effrontery and mendacity which could devise such a
certificate, to remain undisturbed and fester in its own rotten-
ness, than to soil the hands of the Grand Lodge or its subordi-
nates by bringing the corruption fully to light. “Inasmuch,
however, as these unaffiliated persons have committed so
heinous an offence against the jurisdictional authority of this
Grand Lodge, your committee can no more doubt the right
than the expediency of its exercise, of this Grand Lodge to
issue an order throngh the Grand Secretary, forbidding the
sdmission of these individuals hereafter to any Lodge within
our jurisdiction. Such an edict of exclusion, applied to unaffil-
istes or sojourners guilty of an offence against our regula-
tions, can surely need no previous trial or conviction as its
basis, It is an inherent and obvious right of the Grand Lodge
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"as an incident of its sovereignty, and your committee recom-
mend the exercise of this right in the cases of Carlisle and
Fowler.

The second part of the duty of your committee relates
strictly to the infringement of our right of jurisdiction by Carroll
Lodge, and to the subsequent action thereon by the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire. The course we have deemed it nec-
essary to pursue may be fully seen i)y the following correspond-
ence which has passed between your committee and the proper
Masonic authorities of the neighboring State, the whole of
which correspondence is subjoined as a part of this report.

The following letter, setting forth at considerable length the
facts and circumstances involved in our complaint, was
addressed to M.W.John R. Holbrook; Grand Master of Masons
in New Hampshire. .

[Letter of T. P. Cheever, Chairman of Committee, to M.W. John R.
Holbrook. September 80, 1871.]

Bosron, Sept. 80, 1871.
To M.W. Joux R. HoLBROOK, Grand Master of Masons ‘in New

Hampshsre : — .

M.W. Sz AND BROTHER: — At the Quarterly Communica-
tion of the M.W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, held on Sep-
tember 18th instant, & committeg, consisting of R.W. Brothers
Charles W. Moore, Lucius R. Paige, and Charles C. Dame, to
whom had been referred at the previous Quarterly Communica-
tion the subject of the complaint of the M.W. Grand Master of
this Commonwealth against Carroll Lodge, Freedom, N.H.,
and indirectly against the District Deputy Grand Master of
the District in which that Lodge is situated, in the matter of
Seth Winslow, a resident within the jurisdiction of the M.W.
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, together with the action of the
M.W. Grand Lodge of New Hampshire at its Annual Communica-
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tion in May last, upon said complaint, made a report, which was

adopted ; which report, among other things, recommended the

appointment of a special committee, who should be ¢ instructed
to correspond with the proper authorities of the Grand Lodge of
New Hampshire, and to ascertain for the information of this

Grand Lodge, the -character of, and the authority for, the

awthentic information, on the strength of which their committee
having the matter in tharge, did, in their report before the

Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, on the 18th day of May last, ill-
advisedly, and a8 your committee think, without due consider-
ation, dismiss the just complaint of the Grand Master of this
Grand Lodge against Carroll Lodge, one of its subordinates,
for a violation of the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge.” A
certified copy of this vote, and of the appointment of the com-
mittee in accordance with it is hereto annexed.

In behalf of the committee thus appointed, I have the honor
M.W. Sir, to open with you directly such correspondence as
seems to be essential to a just understanding of the facts and
circuamstances of this unfortunate case, and the relation of the
Grand Lodges of New Hampshire and of Massachusetts, in
respect to the question involved. Let me, then, as briefly as
possible, recite the history of the case.

In August, 1869, Seth Winslow, a resident of Charlestown,
in this Commonwealth, who had, upon his applications for the
degrees in Masonry, been thrice rejected, — once in Johmn
Abbot Lodge, Somerville, and twice in Henry Price Lodge,
Charlestown, — obtained the degrees in Carroll Lodge, Freedom,
New Hampshire. Winslow presented to Carroll Lodge a doc-
ument purporting to be signed by the W.M., S.W., Sec., and
two members of Henry Price Lodge, of which the following is a
copy : — :
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¢ Permission is hereby granted to Carroll Lodge, of Freedom, N.H., to
confer the first three degrees in Masonry upon Seth Winslow, he being
found worthy.”

Carroll Lodge therefore applied to the Deputy Grand Master
of the District in which the Lodge is situated, for a dispensa-
tion to confer the degrees at one Communication, presenting to
that official & document of which the following is a copy : —

¢ We hereby certify, on our honor as Masons, that S. C. Gardner, of
Newton, Massachusetts, Grand Master of Masons in that jurisdiction, gave
his consent for Seth Winslow, of Charlestown, to take the three first
degrees of Masonry in Carroll Lodge, Freedom, N.H.

¢ (Signed),
“Jouw CARLISLE,

Cyrus FOWLER.”

Upon the presentation of this eertificate, the District Deputy
Grand Master issued a dispensation to Carroll Lodge, to confer
the degrees upon Winslow, and they were accordingly conferred.
Having thus received the degrees, Winslow attempted shortly
afterwards to visit Faith Lodge, in this jurisdiction, but was
refused admission by the W.M. of the Lodge, who immediately
informed the M.W. Grand Master of the Commonwealth of his
action, The M.W. Grand Master then instituted inquiries to
ascertain the facts attending the reception of the degrees by
‘Winslow, by which it appeared that his status as a Mason
under our Constitutions was illegal and clandestine. A com-
plaint was made to the M.W. Grand Master of New Hampshire,
for a violation of the jurisdictional rights of this Grand Lodge.
This complaint was referred to a committee of the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire, who reported at the last Annual
Communication as follows : —

¢ The proceedings of the Lodge and the action of the District Deputy

Grand Master in this case were in violation of the provisions of the Con-
stitution. In explanation, it is said (with truth) that although adopted, the
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Constitation was not then printed, and the Lodge were ignorant of its pro-
visions. The Lodge undoubtedly supposed that they had the consent of
the authorities in Massachusetts, and as we have authentic information that
that Grand Lodge have voted to heal the individual thus irregularly made a
Mason (and with whom the deception, if any, rests), with full knowledge
of the circumstances, we deem no further action necessary.
' Respectfully submitted, -
“Jomxn J. BrLy,
‘¢ For the Commstice.”

I have thus briefly, M.W. Sir, recalled to your attention the
substantial facts necessary to a fair understanding of the case
of Winslow and to the treatment of what I conceive to be the
just complaint of the M.W. Grand Master of this Grand Lodge,
against Carroll Lodge, and the District Deputy Grand Master,
for their action respectively in the case.

Here was a distinct, open and most palpable violation of the
jurisdictional authority of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
aggravated by the fact, which is conceded by the committee
of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, that the proceed-
ings both of the Lodge and the District Deputy Grand Master
‘‘ were in.violation of the provisions of the Constitution of their
own Grand Lodge.” And yet the Grand Lodge of New Hamp-
shire dismisses the subject as though the offence were of so
venial and trifling a character as scarcely to deserve notice.
It offers no rebuke to the Deputy Grand Master, who had
officially violated the. very Constitution under which he under-
took to discharge his duties, and which Constitution he, at
least, must be presumed to have known and understood. It
has no word of reproof for its offending subordinate, but appar-
ently offers the supposed ignorance of that subordinate con-
cerning the Constitution of its jurisdiction, as one excuse for its
illegal action, and the fact that the Lodge supposed that they
had consent of the authorities in Massachusetts as another.
And lastly, it offers no reparation for the injury done to the
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jurisdictional rights of Massachusetts upon the complaint of its
Grand Master, because authentic information has been received
that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has voted to heal the
" person thus irregularly made a Mason, with full knowledge of
the circumstances.

Of this report of the committee of the Grand Lodge of New
Hampshire, and the action of that Grand Lodge in the accept-
ance and adoption of this report, the Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts hereby most fraternally and respectfully complains, as
doing neither justice to the simple question of jurisdictional
right involved in tLis particular case, nor to the fraternal spirit
and comity which have pervaded, for a century past, the rela-
tions of the respective Grand Lodges of these contiguous States.

The opinion,of our M.W. Grand Master, that the ¢ report
adopted by the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire can be con-
strued in no other sense than an encouragement and an
endorsement of the doings of Carroll Lodge and of its members,
in wilfully and wantonly encroaching upon the exclusive juris-
diction of this Grand Lodge,” is fully concurred in by the
Grand Lodge over which he presides. Indeed, it would seem
from this report that no assurance can be had that a similar
violation of our territorial rights by Carroll Lodge, or any other
Lodge within your jurisdiction, will not receive similar treat-
ment and a like toleration, and that thereby the boundary lines
of the two jurisdictions may be in effect swept away.

This question is of so grave a nature, M.W. Sir and Brother,
in the estimation of the committee in whose behalf I ad-
dress you, that I trust you will indulge me still further, in a
somewhat fuller and perhaps more exact statement of the
grievances of which we complain, and in respect to which the
laws of your own jurisdiction have, to my apprehension, been
quite as much infringed upon as those of this Grand Lodge.
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When, in August, 1869, Carroll Lodge received the applica-
tion of Seth Winslow for the degrees, the fact of his previous re-
jections in Massachusetts was apparent in the application itself,
and was, of course, known to the Lodge. The Lodge did not
in fact, undertake to confer the degrees upon the candidate
without some recommendation, or rather permission from some
source. The document which I have previously noticed as «
permission purporting to come frem the W.M., S.W., Sec. and
two members of Henry Price Lodge, was taken for that purpose.
It bas been ascertained that one of the names appended to that
document was forged; but of that forgery probably Carroll
Lodge was ignorant, and doubtless supposed all the names
aflixed to it to be genuine.

But, allowing the genuineness of signatures, let us see how
the document itself bears the tests of the provisions, both of the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts and of the Grand Lodge of
New Hampshire, applicable to such cases.

By the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
Part IV, Article 8, Section 2, it is provided that ¢ No candi-
date, whose application may be rejected by a Lodge, shall be
initiated in any Lodge under this jurisdiction, other than the
one to which he first applied, without a recommendation from
six members of the said Lodge, of whom the Master and the
Wardens shall be three; and if any Mason, knowingly assist
or recommend for initiation, to ary Lodge whatever, any candi-
date rejected as aforesaid, who may not have obtained a recom-
mendation as before provided, such Mason shall be expelled
from the Institation, or subjected to such other penalty as the
Grand Lodge may see cause to impose.”

Under this provision, no rejected candidate can lawfully re-
ceive the degrees in this jurisdiction, without such a recommen-
dation as is prescribed. No recommendation, which does not
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contain the six names required, and no mere consent or permis-
sion, however signed, can avail; and the status of any candi-
date who has been rejected and afterwards admitted, under any
other conditions than those prescribed in the foregoing Section,
is illegal and clandestine, in this jurisdiction. Winslow’s initia-
tion, therefore, without the recommendation required by our
Constitutions, was illegal, and his status was that of a clandes-
tine Mason, so far as this jurisdiction is concerned, and by a
somewhat similar regulation, it was such in New Hampshire.
Baut the Constitutions and General Regulations of New Hamp-
shire (Part III., Article 14, Section 112) contain the following
regulations : —

“If any person wishes for initiation in any Lodge, who resides without
the State, he shall first obtain the consent of the Lodge within whose
jurisdiction he resides, by unanimous vote at a Stated Communication,
and the permission, in writing, of the Grand Master within whose jurisdic-
tion he resides, which consent and permission shall be annexed to his
application.”

This Section of the Grand Constitutions of New Hampshire
thus plainly requires in the case of a candidate residing out of
the State, the consent of the Lodge having jurisdiction over
him, to be evidenced by a unanimous vote of the Lodge, at a
Stated Communication, and to be annexed to his application.
How plain and palpable a violation of the Constitutions of the
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, this action of Carroll Lodge
in receiving Winslow, with the simple permission of five mem-
bers of Henry Price Lodge, and no vote of the Lodge at all
thereon, was, I need not further attempt to set forth.

But, in addition to the unanimous vote required by Section
112, above cited, *“ The permission in writing of the Grand
Master within whose jurisdiction he [the candidate] resides,”
is to be obtained by, or in behalf of, such candidate, and this
permission is likewise to be annexed to his application.
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Did Carroll Lodge, or any other Lodge, or person, receive the
permission in writing of the Grand Master of this Common-
wealth, to confer the degrees upon Seth Winslow? M.W.
William Sewall Gardner, then and now Grand Master of Masons
in this jurisdiction, officially declares that he never gave any
such permission.

The document which Carroll Lodge received and acted upon,
was not & permission in writing, was not even a document
signed by the Grand Master, or authorized in amy manner by
him, but was a certificate of two wholly irresponsible persons,
stating ¢ that S. C. Gardner, of Newton, Mass., Grand Master
of Masons in that jurisdiction, gave his consent for Seth
Winslow of Charlestown, to take the three first degrees of
Masonry, in Carroll Lodge, Freedom, N. H.” This paper was
not only, in reslity, fraudulent and false in its terms and sub-
stance, but bears upon its face the marks of falsehood and
frad. Even if it were true that the Grand Master of Massa-
chusetts expressed verbally a willingness or consent that Carroll
Lodge should confer the degrees upon Winslow in the presence
of the persons who subscribed this scandalous certificate, it
would have furnished no warrant ‘to that Lodge for the purpose
intended. It is no more * a permission in writing of the Grand
Master,” than a certificate of two persons that the Grand Mas-
ter agreed to pay a sum of money would be his promissory note
therefor. That a person of ordinary discretion and intelligence,
such as by lawful Masonic presumption should be always fourd
in the person of a Master of a Lodge and of a Deputy Grand
Master of a Masonic District, could regard such a certificate
a8 the permission in writing of the Grand Master of Masons in
Massachusetts, simply passes comprehension.

Nevertheless, the Deputy Grand Master, whose duty it was
to supervise the doings of Carroll Lodge in this matter, and
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who undertook to supervise them, acting officially upon the two
documents before referred to, whose virtue, or want of it, he
was in a position fully to know and understand, actually issued
a dispensation to Carroll Lodge, to confer the degrees upon
Winslow at one sitting. What emergency existed for such
haste is of course known to that functionary. I am unable to
discover any authority in the Constitutions -of New Hampshire
for the granting of dispensations by District Deputy Grand
Masters in any case, however emergent. The power to grant
dispenaatioﬁs seems to be expressly limited thercin to the
Grand Master. At the annual Communication in 1870, M.W.
Alexander M. Winn, then Grand Master, states it as his belief
that ¢ No such authority is granted to District Deputy Grand
Masters by the Constitution of this Grand Lodge.” The same
doctrine is unreservedly held by other members of the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire. And the very able committee
on foreign correspondence, in speaking of this case, do not hes-
itate to say that ¢ at that time (August 80, 1869), and ever
since, the D.D.G.M. have had no power to grant such dispensa-
tions.” So that the exact truth seems to be that the District
Deputy Grand Master, without authority, granted a dispensation
to confer the degrees in & case where the Lodge itself had no
authority to confer them, either with or without such dispensa-
tion.

Such were the acts, M.W. Grand Master, of which the Grand
Master of this Commonwealth made complaint to your prede-
cessor in office. Let us examine the answer of the committee,
which answer the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire accepts and
adopts as an adequate and sufficient reply to that complaint.
This answer, fully admitting that ¢ the proceedings of the
Lodge and the action of the District Deputy Grand Master
were in violation of the provisions of the Constitutions,” i. e., of
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New Hampshire, sets forth in explanation: First, ¢ That al-
thongh adopted, the Constitution was not then printed, and the
Lodge were ignorant of its provisions.” Second, ¢ The Lodge
undoubtedly supposed that they had tire consent of the author-
ities in Massachusetts.” Third, *“ That we have authentic in-
formation that that Grand Lodge [meaning the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts] have voted to heal the individual thus irregu-
larly made a Mason (and with whom the deception, if any,
rests), with full knowledge of the circumstances.”

As to the first point, it would seem that Carroll Lodge could
scarcely have been ignorant of the provision of the Constitu-
tion of its own Grand Lodge, since it actually required consent
of some sort, from the Lodge in Massachusetts, by whom the
candidate had been rejected, and also consent of the Grand
Master of Massachusetts. Moreover, is it not true, that a pro-
vision, either in terms or in substance, corresponding with Sec-
tion 112, Art. 14, page 81, of the printed edition of the Consti-
tutions of the Grand Lodge of N. H., has existed for a long
period, if not from the earliest days of its history, and that such
provision has been reported to the Lodges of that State? Can
it be possible that the law of jurisdictional lines, which is so far
acknowledged and has been so long acted upon in the United
States as to have attained the dignity of a fandamental law in
Masonry, was never known in New Hampshire until the
printed edition of the Constitutions of 1869 was issued? If
there was really no such provision or law in New Hampshire
Masonry prior to this last-mentioned date, then, however we
may wonder, it may be conceded that Carroll Lodge was guilt-
less. But the committee of the Grand Lodge of N. H. make
no such claim:

In respect to the second point of the committee’s answer,
it is, perhaps, sufficient to say, that Carroll Lodge, in attempt-

[y
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ing to confer the degrees on a rejected candidate from another
State, under the given circumstances, is not to be excused, in
my judgment, upon a mere supposition as to the consent of the
authorities in Massachusetts. It was the business of that Lodge
to have known, by the use of special scrutiny, the existence
of such consent. Whether those authorities had or had mnot
consented, was strictly a matter of fact, to be determined by
evidence, and not & matter of opinion or conjecture. Under the
somewhat remarkable circumstances attending the application
of the candidate, it would seem that the Lodge should have ex-
ercised unusual vigilance, or more than ordinary caution. A
simple glance at the strange certificate of Carlisle and Fowler
should have excited a suspicion, if not an entire distrust, as to
the good faith of Winslow and his anxious and not over-scrupu-
lous friends. But Carroll Lodge, instead of the exercise of
even ordinary care and caution as to its proceedings, seems to
have trusted entirely to the D.D.G. Master’s dispensation, to
be used as a shelter against any storm that might thereafter
arise. .

It should be distinctly observed, that as to the conduct of the
D.D.G.M. in that behalf, the committee of the Grand Lodge
offer neither of the excuses which are presented in mitigation
of the conduct of Carroll Lodge. For kim, they tender nothing
in the way of exculpation, mitigation, or explanation.

The third and concluding portion of the committee’s answer
presents an aspect of this otherwise quite anomalous case, which,
to say the least, is embarrassing. If it were true that the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, with full knowledge of the circum-
stances, including all the attending deceptions, under which he
received the degrees, had voted to heal Winslow, this circum-
stance, although it would not have entirely relieved the illegal-
ities and irregularities of Carroll Lodge and the D.D.G. Mas-
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ter, would have gone far to show that this Grand Lodge had,
in greater or less degree, condoned these irregularities, and
thereby and thereafter its Grand Master’s complaint against
either the acts or the persons thus condoned would have been
reduced to & matter of mere form. -

Bat, in truth, neither the Grund Master of this Common-
wealth, nor the Grand Lodge, occupies such a position in re-
spect to this case. The Grand Lodge have not voted to heal
Winslow, nor has the Grand Master made a complaint, which
has a merely technical foundation.

Yet, nevertheless, the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire
and its committee, according to their report, have ‘¢ authentic
information that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has
voted to heal” Winslow. The votes of this Grand Lodge
are matters of record, and are evidenced alone by the
record, or properly certified copy. No vote to heal this
individual was ever passed by that Body, and, consequently,
no such vote has been recorded. How, then, can the commit-
tee or the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire have ¢ authentic
information ” of the passage of such a vote? This is a question
which we are earnestly desirous to have answered. We seek
the name of the person by whom this information, deemed
by the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire ¢ authentic,” was im-
parted. Itis by no means the least of the misfortunes attend-
ing this wholly unfortunate case, that the two Grand Lodges
interested should have been alike imposed upon through infor-
mation which, while it has in it no element of truth, is yet de-
clared to be authentic. Indeed, it is matter of rather curious
interest to discover the kind of evidence of such ¢ authentic in-
formation” which the committee of the New Hampshire Grand
Lodge required or obtained. Did they ask for a copy of the
vote, or, if not, what method did they adopt to satisfy them-
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selves of the authenticity of the information imparted? If the
communication was made by any person amenable to the juris-
diction of this Grand Lodge, we desire his name, in order that
he may be immediately and summarily dealt with, for a clear
and wilful frand against two Grand Lodges. If he resides
under the jurisdiction of another Grand Lodge, we wish to
present him to that Grand Body, for trial according to its
rules.

I have thus, M.W. Sir, rehearsed the facts and circumstances,
together with what seems to me the just and necessary conclu-
sions arising from them, which are patent in the case of Seth
Winslow, and in the action of your own Grand Lodge in refer-
ence thereto. ’ .

Let me recall to your remembrance a similar case, in which
the jurisdictional rights of your own Grand Lodge were once
unhappily invaded, and the action of the Grand Lodge of this
Commonwealth thereon. -

In 1852, Rising Sun Lodge, Nashua, N. H., made & complaint
to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts against St. Paul’s Lodge,
Groton, Massachusetts, for having conferred the degrees in
Masonry on a candidate who was known to be a resident of the
State of N. H., without a written permission from the Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of said State. Upon this com-
plaint, the facts presented therein having sufficiently appeared,
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, by solemn vote, censured
St. Paul’s Lodge, and threatened to take away its Charter, in
case of a repetition of the offence.

In that case, the only claim to be made for the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts is, that it simply discharged its duty.

In the case now under controversy, the Grand Lodge of Mas-
sachusetts, with a sorrow and regret which it is difficult ade-
quately to measure or express, complains that its sister Grand
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Lodge of New Hampshire, with which Grand Body relations of
abounding fraternity and comity have existed through more than
three generations, has suffered to pass without rebuke, a course
of conduet on the part of its subordinate, which not only vio-
lates the vested and conceded rights of this Grand Lodge, but
touches the feelings and sensibilities of the entire Fraternity in
this Commonwealth, It surely cannot be believed that the
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire would wilfully or designedly do
or suffer anything which might break the chain of an interjurisdic-
tional friendship which has been preserved in sacredness so long.
On the contrary, it is our firm belief that the distinguished circle
of Brethren over whom you have the honor to preside, would
never, unless from want of due consideration, in some unfortu-
nate moment, give any sanction to, or spread any gloss over
a violation of the Masonic rights of this jurisdiction. And, in
bebalf of the Grand Lodge which I have the honor, at this
moment and for this cause, imperfectly to represent, I may be
permifted, with great comparative pleasure and relief, to ex-
press the opinion that the action of the Grand Lodge of New
Hampshire, upon the complaint in this case, was simply with-
out due consideration. Let me, then, hastily submit to your can-
did judgment, that a careful preservation of the lines of juris-
diction is essential to the prosperity and even the existence of
our Fraternity. .As in the case of contiguous towns and cities,
80 on the larger area of States, the strict observance of these
limitations of the exercise of authority furnishes to the Craft one
of its strongest and most important safeguards against fraud,
and thus effectually tiles its doors against the entrance of the
unworthy. The present is not the time, as I apprehend, when
such a safeguard can be relinquished, but is rather the time
when the Fraternity should be encircled by the firmest walls of
protection.
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Having thus, M.W. Sir and Brother, at a somewhat tedious
length, rehearsed the complaint of the Grand Lodge of Mas-
sachusetts, doubtless at the expense of your time and patience,
for which I can only plead the importance of the subject-matter,
X commit the subject to the candor, and, I trust, to the re-consid-
eration of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, with but a slight
suggestion as to the manner which it may see fit to adopt to
relieve the difficulties of our present relations, and to restore the
harmonies of the past.

If however, a new committee of your Grand Lodge, or the
Grand Master himself, should carefully re-examine the questions
_ involved, and the relations of the two Grand Lodges respectively
thereon, I am persuaded that that justice which alone we seek
will be rendered in the final determination of our complaint.

With the highest respect,

I remain, in behalf of the committee,
Truly and fraternally yours,

Tracy P. CHEEVER.
5 TrEMONT ST., BoATON.

To the foregoing letter the following answer was returned : —

[Answer of M.W. John R. Holbrook, Oct. 10, 1871.]

 OFFICE OF GRAND MaSTER OoF Masoxs ix Nsw HaupsHIRE.
PorrsxourH, October 10th, 1871.

W. Br. CHEEVER: Dear Sir and Br.:—1 regret exceed-
ingly to receive such a complaint through you from the M.W.
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. I was not aware the case
was such an aggravated onme, as I knew nothing of the
circumstances ; but I know that the committee to whom the
matter was referred, had made no investigation, and were not
ready to report at the Annual Communication, as they should
bave been; at which time a prominent past officer of the
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M.W. Grand Lodge of M'a.ssachusetts, with Mr. Winslow, came
to the ante-room of the hall and had an interview with the
committee, the result of which was their report. I cannot
think the committee knew any of the facts in the case, or
they would never have made the report they did, although they
had been informed that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts had
voted to heal Mr. Winslow ; neither would the members of the
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire have voted to accept the re-
port of the committee had they known the circumstances. I
shall immediately appoint a committee on your complaint, and
will give you the name of the past officer of your Grand Lodge,
and what he informed them, as sogn as I can hear from the
committee. And rest assured I shall do all in my power to
make the matter satisfactory, and bring about that reciprocity
and good feeling that should exist between Grand Lodges.
Truly and fraternally yours,

JorN R. HoLBROOK,
Grand Master of Masons in New Hampshire.

P.S. Absence from home has prevented my acknowledging
the receipt of yours before. J. R.H.

On the 4th of Oct., 1871, your committee addressed to R.W.
Br. John J. Bell, Chairman of the Committee of the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire to whom the complaint of M.W,
William Sewall Gardner, had been referred, a note of which
the following is a copy : —

[Letter of T. P. Cheever to R.W. John J. Bell, Oct. 4, 1871.]
BosTox, October 4th, 1871.
R.W. Jon~x J. Beir: Dear Sir and R.W. Brother:—
At the last Quarterly Communication of the M.W. Grand
Lodge of this Commonwealth, a committee was appointed
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to correspond with the proper authorities of the M.W. Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire, in reference to the complaint of
M.W. William Sewall Gardner, 'Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, against Carroll Lodge, Freedom,
N.H., for a violation of the jurisdictional rights of this Grand
Lodge, in the case of Seth Winslow, and concerning the action
of the M.W. Grand Lodge of New Hampshire upon the
subject-matter of that complaint. In behalf of the committee
thus appointed, I have recently addressed a commaunication
to M.W. Jobhn R. Holbrook, Grand Master of Masons in
N. H., who, as I presume, will, at the proper time, lay the
same before the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, for such
action as they may deem necessary. In the mean time, 1
dgsire, on behalf of the committee, which I represent, if
possible, to learn from you, as chairman of the committee
Ireporting upon the subject, the facts as to the concluding
statement of the report made on the 18th day of May last,

which is as follows : —

¢ We have authentic information that that Grand Lodge [meaning
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts] have voted to heal the individual
thus irregularly made a Mason (and with whom the deception, if any,
rests), with full knowledge of the circumstances.”

The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has not voted to heal
Winslow. It therefore becomes a matter of interest and
importance, to know what the information, which you deemed
authentic, was, and how, when, and by whom it was
communicated. If any person made a positive statement
that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts had passed such a

' vote, such statement was not only false, but made wilfully and

with intent to deceive. Even if it were true, it could hardly
be considered ¢ authentic information,” and I know of nothing
short of a certified copy of the vote which would be so far
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aathentic as to justify official action by'a Grand Lodge upon
so grave and important a question. But inasmuch as by any

information, authentic or otherwise, which was communicated,

the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was misrepresented, and

the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire must have been imposed
upon, we are exceedingly anxious to discover the nature
of that information, and the name of the person who gave it.
Pardon me, then, R.W. Sir and Brother, for subjecting you to
the tronble of answering these inquiries.

Truly and fraternally yours,

Tracy P. CHEEVER,

For the commasites.
P. 0. Address, 5 Tremont St.

The answer of R.W. Br. Bell, which follows, discloses the
manner in which the information which was deemed ¢¢ authentic”
was communicated, and the person by whom it was communi-
cated.

[Letter of John J. Bell to T. P. Cheever, Oct. 11, 1871.]
Exerer, N. H., Oct. 11, 1871.

Dear Sir and Brother :— Yours of the 4th inst. is before me.
At the meeting of our Grand Lodge in 1870, I was appointed
on the committee upon the matter of Seth Winslow. For
reasons personal to myself, and having no connection with
that matter, I personally took no action upon that committee
till the day of the meeting of the Grand Lodge in May last.
I had then only remaining the indefinite recollection of papers
which I saw a year before, and the impression they left
that Winslow and his friends had imposed upon Carroll Lodge,
which, aside from the provisions of the Grand Constitution,
might fairly have plead that they had reason td suppose the
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consent of the authorities in Massachusetts had been given.
That they did so believe I think trune. If so, the chief guilt lay
upon parties within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts. Understand me, what I mean to say is
that the above is the indefinite recollection left upon my mind
a year after hearing the story and seeing the papers.

In the hurry just preceding the opening of the Grand Lodge
in May last, I was called into one of the adjoining rooms and
introduced to two gentlemen as Seth Winslow and Solon
Thornton, who, though not known to me personally, I had
known to be Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts. They stated to me that they wished to see me as
chairman of the committee on Winslow’s case. I told them
that, so far as I knew, nothing had been dome about it.
Thornton then said that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
had voted to heal Winslow, but that the G.M. (Gardner)
declined to do so while the matter was pending in our Grand
Lodge ; that all that was wanted was to dispose of the matter
here, and the whole thing would be finished. I did not at the
time know of Thornton’s resignation, nor of any reason why
I should not regard the statement of the Grand Secretary as
authentic information of the action of the Grand Lodge. The
Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts were then
in my hands as chairman of Committee on Foreign Corre-
spondence, but I had not examined them, or I should have
known what the action of your Grand Lodge really was.
Acting upon the information thus received, it seemed to me if
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was prepared to condone
the action of parties there, and against whom no action had
ever to my knowledge been taken, and upon whom by far the
greater part of the guilt (the whole of that for the deception
practised) lay, there was no reason for our Grand Lodge
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pursuing an inquiry which could not but be barren of usefal
results. I therefore made the report of which you are
informed. Very soon after the close of the Grand Lodge, I
learned from the Proceedings that the action of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts had not been correctly stated to me.

The Grand Lodge of New Hampshire do not mean that any
particular Lodge in this jurisdiction shall encroach upon the
jurisdiction of other Grand Lodges, and I have no doubt that
the Grand Lodge will endeavor to have exact justice done in
the present matter. In justice to the Grand Lodge I ought to
state that the delay in the matter is chargeable to me person-
ally, and not to the Grand Lodge, and so far as I was
concerned my disinclination to act was not caused by any-
thing connected with this case or involved in it, or by anything
relating to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, but to matters
belonging to my personal position in the Grand Lodge of New
Hampshire, and my then determination to retire finally there-
from. I have thought better of that, but at the time I did not
intend or expect to act farther in that body. I make thjs
statement, which may seem gratuitous, that you may under-
stand that the case is as yet not prejudged, and that you may
expect a fraternal answer from our Grand Lodge.

Yours fraternally,
Jonx J. BELL.

R.W. Tracy P. CuxEver, 6 Tremont St., Boston, Mass.

Shortly after the receipt of this last letter, the M.W. Grand
Master of New Hampshire officially referred the subject-matter
of the complaint which had been presented to him by your com-
mittee, to the same committee to whom the subject had been
previously entrusted, as will appear by the following : —
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[Letter from John J. Bell to T. P. Cheever, Oct. 21, 1871.]

ExEeTER, N. H., Oct. 21, 1871.

R.W. Sir aNp BroruER: — The M.W. Grand Master of Ma-
sons in New Hampshire has been pleased to refer the complaint
made by you on behalf of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
on the 30th of September last, in the matter of Seth Winslow
and Carroll Lodge at Freedom, to the same committee to whom
that subject had been previously committed, and has placed in
my hands the papers which he had relating thereto.

It is unnecessary for me to repeat to you that the committee
in their report acted upon.the belief that the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts had condoned the offence, and practically aban-
doned the complaint. That belief, not being justified by the
facts, as soon as I can communicate with the other members of
the committee we will endeavor to learn all the facts bearing
upon the case, and make such report as will be fitting to the
ancient friendship of the two Grand Lodges, which we sincerely
hope may never be broken; and to that comity and regard
for jurisdictional rights which the Grand Lodge of New Hamp-
shire certainly regards as the well-established law of Masonry.

If we should deem it necessary to go to Freedom or Effing-
ham, the residence of the District Deputy Grand Master
implicated, to make any investigation, would you desire to be
present or be represented ?

Yours fraternally,
JonN J. BELL,
Chasrman of the Committes.

R.W. Traox P. CEBERVER, Chatrman, et.,
No. 5 Tremont street, Boston, Mass.

In reply to this, the following communication was sent to
R.W. Br. Bell: —
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[Letter of T. P. Cheever to John J. Bell, Oct. 24, 1871.]

BosTton, Oct. 24, 1871.

B.W. Jokn J. Bell, Chairman of Committee of the Grand Lodge of New
Hampshvre.

Dear S Axp BrorHER: — Your favor of the 21st inst.
came duly to hand, and in reply permit me to say, on behalf of
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, that I am glad that the
M.W. Grand Master of New Hampshire has thus early com-
mitted to your hands the jurisdictional question involved in our
complaint, inasmuch as promise is thereby afforded of a speedy
and, I trust, satisfactory solution of the present difficulties and
embarrassments. I cannot doubt that your committee, upon a
re-investigation of the case, will present such a report to the
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire as will place the two Grand
Lodges upon the plane of friendly relation which they have held
%0 long. But permit me, looking to such a result, and in an-
swer to your friendly communication, to make, in the briefest
manner, one or two suggestions, which seem to me to bear
strongly upon the snbject-matter of this difficulty, and which
will doubtless occur to your committee in considering the ques-
tion. A Lodge which undertakes to confer the degrees of Ma-
sonry upon & candidate outside of its jurisdiction, as, for
example, upon a resident of another State, should be held,
first, to know the laws and regulations of its own jurisdiction
applicable to the subject, and, second, to understand the corre-
sponding laws and regulations of the State in which such a can-
didate resides. Inasmuch as the conferring of the degrees upon
such a candidate is an unusual proceeding, and one outside of
the ordinary and regular work of the Lodge, it does not seem
unreasonable that so much shounld be required. As to the first
requirement, the Lodge must be presumed to know the laws and
regulations of its own jurisdiction, especially concerning mat-
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ters of familiar knowledge and practice. In regard to the sec-
ond, it seems to me that the Lodge which assumes the responsi-
bility of giving the degrees to such a candidate should carefally
inform itself as to the provisions of the laws of the candidate’s
jurisdiction ; one main purpose of such information being the
prevention of any conflict or jar between the Grand Lodges of
the respective States. A neglect to comply with these two re-
quirements must almost inevitably lead to trouble and inter-
State complication in the matter of the lines of jurisdiction. I
have little doubt that Seth Winslow, either personally or
through his friends, attempted to deceive Carroll Lodge, and
perhaps its Deputy Grand Master. He probably made to them
some deceptive representations, or some friends, claiming to be
and perhaps really Masons, made false and frandulent state-
ments to some officers of the Lodge to induce them to give
him the degrees. Unhappily, it is not an uncommon practice
for rejected candidates thus, by fraud and imposition, to obtain
the degrees at the hands of some either lawless or careless Lodge.
But Winslow, being an irregular Mason, under our Regulations,
and in legal effect no Mason at all, cannot be directly dealt with
by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for such frauds, although
his friends, if members of the Fraternity, may be thus dealt
with for such acts as were in violation of our Constitutions or
those of New Hampshire. Indeed, steps have already been
taken to bring to trial and punishment Carlisle and Fowler, the
authors of the scandalous certificate in respect to the consent
of the Grand Master of Massachusetts. But it seems to me
that neither Carroll Lodge nor the Deputy Grand Master of the
District is entitled to plead these deceptions or attempts at de-
oeption of Winslow or his friends as an excuse for the action
taken. Both the Constitutions of New Hampshire and Massa-
chusetts, if followed, would have rendered all such attempts
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nugatory. Had the officers of the Lodge, or the Deputy Grand
Master, simply looked into the one or the other of these funda-
mental provisions regulating the admission of candidates under
such circumstances, the certificate of Fowler and Carlisle could
only have been treated as a most worthless piece of paper,
which by no torture of construction could be taken as the per-
mission in writing of the Grand Master of Massachusetts.
But I will follow this no farther, as our grievance has already
been stated. In regard to the investigation that you pro-
pose to make at Freedom and Effingham, I do not see that any
value can attach to our presence or representation there. 'The
substantial facts are now of record, but if any new matter of
fact should arise to change the present legal aspect of the ques-
tions involved, I should certainly be anxious for information
concerning it. But I am entirely willing to leave all such in- °
quiries as involve the production of new'matters of fact to the
candid investigation of your committee. If this were a mere
question of Seth Winslow’s reception or unlawfal procurement -
of the degrees, the importance of his personality is not sufficient
to warrant the time which the case has already occupied. Un-
fortunately, or perhaps I should say in contemplation of a happy
wlution of the difficulty, fortunately, it has assumed the pro-
portion of a great jurisdictional question between the two
sister States.
Fraternally yours,
' TracY P. CHEEVER,
Chavrman of Commsiiee.

This letter from your committee concludes the correspond-
ence preliminary to the second official dealing with this subject
by the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire. It has already ap-
peared by the letter of R.W. Br. Bell, of Oct. 11th, 1871, that
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prior to the first report of his committee, but upon the day on
which it was presented, he, as chairman of the committee, was
called, just prior to the opening of the Grand Lodge, into an
adjoining room, where he saw two persons, one of whom was
Seth Winslow, and the other the late Recording Grand Secre-
tary of this Grand Lodge, the latter of whom informed him
that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts ‘had voted to heal
Winslow, but the Grand Master (Gardner) declined to do so
while the matter was pe nding in our Grand Lodge ; that all that
was wanted was to dispose of the matter here and the whole
thing could be finished.” R.W. Br. Bell adds, that he did
not, at the time, know of Thornton’s resignation, nor of
any reason why he should not regard the statement of the
Grand Secretary as authentic information of the action of this
Grand Lodge. Your committee have, therefore, in pursuance
of this part of their duty, ascertained the character of and the
authority for the ¢ authentic information ”” received by the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire, and as no further duty in that direc-
tion remains for us, we dismiss this part of the subject.

At the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of New
Hampshire, held May 15th, 1872, the following report of the
committee to whom the questions involved in the Seth Wins-
low case had been a second time referred, was submitted and
adopted, and is to be taken as the final action of the Grand
Lodge upon the subject.

[Second report of Committee of Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, May
15, 1872.]

In GraxD Lopae or New HaupsHIRE,
CoNoorp, May 15, 1872,
In the year 1869-70, the Grand Master of Masons in Massa-
chusetts complained to the Grand Master of Masons in New
Hampshire against Carroll Lodge at Freedom, for initiating
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Seth Winslow of Charlestown, Massachusetts, who had been
previously rejected there. This complaint was submitted by
the Grand Master to the Grand Lodge at the Annual Communi-
cationin May, 1870, and was referred to a special committee
to sit during the recess. Just before the opening of the Annual
Communication in May, 1871, the chairman of the committee
was introduced in one of the ante-rooms to R.W. Solon Thorn-
ton, who had been elected and installed Recording Grand Sec-
retary of the Grand Lodge of Maesachusetts, and who was sup-
posed by the chairman of the committee to be still acting in
that ofiee. Thornton, assuming to speak as Grand Secretary,
informed him that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts had voted
to heal Winslow, and that the Grand Master waited only the
action of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, from courtesy to
the latter Body ; and certainly left upon the committee the im-
pression that the Grand Master of Massachusetts would be
pleased to have the complaint dismissed. The committee
therefore reported, recommending the dismissal of the com-
plaint.

Unfortunately in point of fact, Thornton had shortly before
resigned the office of Grand Secretary, of which fact, we feel
assured, no member of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire had
any knowledge. Further, the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
had not voted to heal Winslow, but on the contrary had refused
80 to do. .

Subsequently, the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, feeling
aggrieved by the disposition of the matter in the Grand Lodge
of New Hampshire, appointed a committee to farther prosecute
the complaint, who presented to the present Grand Master a
lengthy and vigorous complaint and argument upon the case,
which the Grand Master was pleased to refer to the committee
before appointed. We have not seen the Proceedings of the
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Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, or the Address of the Grand
Master, or the Report of the committee of that Grand Body,
but from some things that have come to our knowledge, we infer
they contained language more forcible than flattering to the
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire. To this we can only say
that it would not have been discourteous on the part of the
Grand Master of Massachusetts to have assumed that the
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, at least, acted in good faith
upon what was believed to be sufficient information. That we
should have been misled by the false statement of one whom
we had some reason to trust, and none to distrust, is deeply re-
gretted by the committee, dnd, we doubt not, by every member
of the Grand Lodge.

The committee have endeavored to ascertain the facts in the
case, and so far as we have learned they are these. Seth Wins-
low, who resided in Charlestown, Massachusetts, had, prior to -
August, 1869, been once rejected in John Abbott Lodge,
Somerville, and twice in Henry Price Lodge, Charlestown.
Some time in the summer of 1869, John Carlisle, who is under-
stood to be a member of Henry Price Lodge, wrote to the
Master of Carroll Lodge, asking if his Lodge would confer
the degrees upon Winslow, whom he represented to be a good
man, who had been rejected by a rival in business, from that
rivalry and jealousy only. The Master replied that if the peti-
tion was properly recommended, and consent given, he would
lay it before his Lodge. Soon after the Master of Carroll Lodge
received the petition of Winslow, recommended by Cyrus
Fowler and John B. Lord, two members of this Lodge residing
in Charlestown, and accompanied with the consent of the W.M.,
S.W., Secretary, and two other members of Henry Price Lodge,
and as the Master thinks, of the J.W. also, which is denied by
the Massachusetts committee. The original recommendation
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we have not seen. The Master then consulted the D.D.G.M.,
to ascertain if a dispensation could be obtained, and was in-
formed that it could if the consent of the Grand Master of
Massachusetts was also obtained. The Master then, as he
says, informally laid the matter before his Lodge at the stated
Commaunication, October 14, when, as he says, the informal vote
was favorable. The record of the Lodge says nothing of infor-
mal, but is, ¢ 6th. Voted to confer the E. Apprentice, Fellow-
Craft and Master Mason on Seth Winslow.” The Master then
informed Fowler that the matter all lay with them, that if they
obtained the consent of the Grand Master of Massachusetts, the
D.D.G.M. would grant a dispensation, and the Lodge confer
the degrees. On the eighteenth of October, Winslow, with
Fowler and Carlisle, came to Effingham, and saw the D.D.G.M.
They had not the consent in writing of the Grand Master of
Massachusetts, but Carlisle and Fowler made a certificate, of
which the following is said to be a copy : —

““We hereby certify, on our honor as Masons, that 8. C. Gardner, of
Newton, Mass., Grand Master of Masons in that jurisdiction, gave his con-
tent for Seth Winslow, of Charlestown, to take the three first Degreel of

Masonry in Carroll Lodge, Freedom, N.H.

(Signed), }
“JorN CARLISLE,
¢ Cyrus FowLEr.”

Upon which the D.D.G.M. granted a dispensation and ac-
companied them to Freedom, when the degrees were conferred,
without, as far as appears from the record, any other election
than that of October 14.

These are the facts as we believe ; the only discrepancies be-
ing upon the question, whether the J.W. of Henry Price Lodge
gsigned the consent for Winslow to go to Freedom? We think
he did not, and that the Master is mistaken. We have not been



’

R s e

96 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [June 12,

reed

W -

able to see that paper, which we understand to be in the hands
of some committee of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.
The nature of the vote of October 14, upon Winslow’s petition,
by ‘we think must be determined by the record, and the infor-
mal character denied; otherwise Winslow was made a Mason
without election.
N The questions which arise upon these facts are of two classes
. — first, the wrong done the jurisdictional rights of Massachu-
setts ; and, second, the violation of our own laws, with which,
of course, Massachusetts has nothing to do.

Originally, what is now known as Lodge jurisdiction over
candidates had no place in the Masonic system ; but for more
than three quarters of a century the effort has been made in
this country to require candidates to apply at home, where they
were presumably best known, and since the cdntroversy between
the Grand Lodge of Maine and that of England, some fifteen
or more years ago, in which, we believe, every Grand Lodge in
this country decided in favor of the Grand Lodge of Maine, the
settled law of Masonry hereis that no candidate residing in one

e e

:If State can receive the degrees in another, without the consent
‘ of the Grand Lodge, Grand Master, or particular Lodge having
jurisdiction. The question of doubt is, who shall give the con-
sent, and on this thé usage has not been uniform, having some-
times been given by the Grand Master, and sometimes by the
~ particular Lodge. A few yearssince a Lodge in Massachusetts,

acted under a sort of roving permit from the last Master of a
particular Lodge in New Hampshire, which had been for many
years dormant, and when complaint was made about that, was
understood to have furnished the means to revive the Lodge, so
as to oust the jurisdiction of the objecting Lodge in New Hamp-
' shire, on the condition that the revived Lodge should always
! consent to their receiving candidates from certain localities.
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Our Constitution now requires the consent of both, and that
they shall be procured by the candidate, and attached to his
petition when presented. Aside from our legislation, it should
seem that a Lodge acting in good faith, under the consent
of either the Grand Master or the particular Lodge having
jurisdiction, would be justified. In this case the consent was
that of the principal officers only, and the Master and Brethren
of Carroll Lodge seem to have relied upon the recommendation
of Gideon Haynes, the Master of Henry Price Lodge, whom
they knew,- and of whose accuracy they seem to have enter-
tained no doubt, together with the certificate of Carlisle and
Fowler, which the Grand Master of Massachusetts pronounces
false, but of the truth of which the D.D.G.M. evidently had no
doubt.

We feel satisfied that, so far as the question of territorial
jurisdiction is concerned, the D.D.G.M. and the Lodge acted in
good faith, and honestly supposed that the jurisdictional rights
of Massachusetts were waived.

From an early time it was a law of Masonry that “ No Mas-
ter should supplant another in his work ;” that a candidate
having applied to a Lodge, no other Lodge should interfere,
without the consent, originally, of the Master, — more lately, of
the Master and other principal members. In some States the
consent of the Lodge is required. Before the adoption of our
present Constitution there was no written law upon the subject,
and probably the consent of the Master would have been suffi-
cient, as in ancient times. ‘

We are constrained, therefore, to the conclusion that, how-
ever blameworthy Carlisle, Fowler, Haynes, Winslow, or others
may have been, Carroll Lodge and the D.D.G.M. are innocent
of any intention to interfere with the jurisdictional rights
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, or of its particular
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Lodges ; but were rather the victims of unscrupulous Brethren,
all of whom are under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, and suhject to discipline by her. One of the
guilty persons, Cyrus Fowler, is a member of Carroll Lodge,
but has for some years resided in Charlestown, and under the
jurisdiction of the Lodge there, as a sojourner, and the offence
is ome against that jurisdiction.

Several papers in the course of the investigation have
passed from their proper custody: The consent of the Master
of Henry Price Lodge ; the certificate of Carlisle and Fowler ;
and the correspondence between Grand Masters Gardner and
Winn. '

Some of these, if not all, are said to be in the possession of
some of the committees or members of the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts. We would recommend that a fraternal request
be made to that Grand Lodge, if any of these papers are within
their control, to return them, that our records and files may be
kept whole.

When we turn from the jurisdictional question, & number of
serious irregularities appear in the proceedings both of Carroll
Lodge and of the D.D.G.M. The latter officer had no power
to grant a dispensation to confer degrees in any case whatever.
The Lodge should not have received the petition of Winslow
without the consent of the Grand Master of Massachusetts in
writing, and the unanimous consent of Henry Price Lodge, by
vote of that Lodge at a Stated Communication, both of which
should have been annexed to the petition. In answer to this, '
both the D.D.G.M. and the Lodge truly say, that the Constitu-
tion, although then in force, had not been printed and distribu-
ted to the Lodges. The muxim of the civil law, ‘“Ignorantia
legis neminem excusat,” can with justice only apply where the ac-
cused might know the law., It may, therefore, secm unjust to
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punish these parties for the violation of a law whose exact pro- '
visions were not furnished them. The Grand Lodge, however,
sometime before had voted to request the D.D.G.M’s. to grant no
dispensations pending the consideration of the new Constitution,
which it was then known would contain a provision taking the
right to grant dispensations from the D.D.G.M’s., and they
should therefore have been put upon inquiry as to what were
the provisions of that Instrument. We cannot, therefore, hold
them entirely guiltless. The Lodge, as it appears from its rec-
ords, received and balloted upon the application of Winslow the”
same evening, without dispensation. There are other inac-
caracies in the records, and ways of doing business, to which
the Lodge should turn its attention.

We recommend the adoption of the appended Resolutions.

All which is x"espect.ively submitted.

(Signed) Jonx J. Brrt,
J. W. FELLOWS,
Commiitee.

Resoleed, That the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire deeply regrets that
any occasion for complaint should have existed to mar the ancient friend-
ship between her and the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

Resolred, That it is the intention of this Grand Lodge, as manifested in
ber Constitution, to prevent any possible cause of offence on the ground of
Jjurisdiction, and that any violation of her known regulations will meet with
appropriate punishment.

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts be fraternally requested,
2 500n as the occasion for their use has passed, to return to this Grand
Lodge any original papers belonging to this Grand Lodge or its particular -
Lodges, if any such are within her control.

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge views with disapprobation the action of
the D.D.G.M. of the Sixth District and of Carroll Lodge, in the matter of
Seth Winslow.

Resolved, That the D.D.G.M. in charge of said Lodge the coming year be
instructed to carefully examine the proceedings and records of Carroll
Lodge, and give them proper instruction in regard to their duties, and
make special report thereof to the Grand Master within six months.
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I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the
Report and Resolutions submitted by the special committee on
the controversy pending between the M.W. Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, and the M.W. Grand Lodge of New Hampshire,
in the matter of Seth Winslow, at the Annual Communication
of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, held at Concord, on
Wednesday, May 15, A. D. 1872, A. L. 5872. And that by vote
of the Grand Lodge the Report was accepted and the accom-
Panying Resolutions adopted.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my official signature
and the seal of the Grand Lodge, at Concord, this twenty-eighth
day of May, A. D. 1872, A. D. 5872.

Attest:
[r. s.] ABeL Hurcarxs,
Grand Secretary.

It cannot fail to be observed that the narration of facts given
by R.W. Br. Bell, Chairman of the Committee of the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire, and rehearsing the circumstances at-
tending the initiation of Winslow, not only confirms, but adds
new emphasis to the position assumed by your committee.
The author of this report, one of the ablest members of the
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, and the Chairman of its Com-
mittee on Foreign Correspondence, having thus amply sustained
our complaint so far as it may be said to rest upon the facts
alleged, your committee turn for a single moment, and with
great reluctance, to some of his conclusions and inferences,
which seem to us not wholly sound in their foundation.

The first inference is, that the address of the Grand Master
and the report of the former committee of this Grand Lodge,
which the R.W. chairman admits that he has never seen, ¢ con-
tained language more forcible than flattering to the Grand
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Lodge of New Hampshire,” and that ¢ it would not have been
discourteous on the part of the Grand Master of Massachu-
setts, to have assumed that the Grand Lodge of New Hamp-
shire, at least, acted in good faith upon what was believed to
be sufficient information.” To this inference of the learned
chairman, we feel bound to reply that the archives of this
Grand Lodge will be searched in vain to find in any address of
its Grand Master, or in any report of its committees, the slight-
est imputation upon the ¢ good faith ” of the Grand Lodge of
New Hampshire. On the contrary, the only claim made by
any person entitled officially to represent this Grand Lodge, in
this behalf, has been that the action of the Grand Lodge of
New Hampshire was simply * ill-advised and without due con-
sideration.” ‘That the plain logic of facts has drawn into
question the ¢ good faith ” of Carroll Lodge and the District
Deputy Grand Master, is, indeed, a source of regret, but by no
means of reproach, to us.

The next inference that claims our attention is, ¢ that so far
a3 the question of territorial jurisdiction is concerned, the
District Deputy Grand Master and the Lodge acted in good
faith, and honestly supposed that the jurisdictional rights of
Massachusetts were waived.” ‘Such right,” says the R.W. chair-
man, * would be waived aside from the legislation of the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire upon that subject, by the consent of
either the Grand Master, or  the particular Lodge, having juris-
diction.” In this case, the Lodge and the District Deputy
Grand Master had neither. How, then, could they ‘¢ honestly
suppose ” that there had been such a waiver? -

But it is claimed, that although the Constitution of New
Hampshire is now so clear upon this subject that, if followed
by the Lodges of that State, the rights of its neighbors could
ot by possibility be infringed, yet at the time Winslow re-
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ceived his degrees in Carroll ,Lodge, to wit, in the summer of
1869, that Constitution had not been printed, and its provisions
were unknown to the Lodges. The report of the committee,
who prepared the revised Constitution of New Hampshire, was
submitted in print at the Annual Convention of the Grand
Lodge in June, 1868, and copies thereof distributed to the mem-
bers present. This was more than a year prior to the action of
Carroll Lodge in the case of Winslow. Had neither the District
Deputy nor Carroll Lodge in all that time seen a copy of the
Constitution which was formally adopted in June following?
It is by no means without significance that the chairman of the
committee, who apparently seizes with avidity upon every cir-
cumstance of extenuation, declines to set up in his defence, and
as a fact, that the doctrine of jurisdictional lines was practically
unknown to Lodges and District Deputies in New Hampshire,
prior to the printing of the present Constitution ; even if they
had no written law on the subject. Another inference of the New
Hampshire committee, which is drawn with apparently less
confidence, seems to be that Carroll Lodge and the D.D.G.
Master cannot be considered as far out of the way in their ac-
tions, because they were imposed upon by unscrupulous men from
this jurisdiction. We fail to be impressed by the logic of this
inference, the naked statement of which is only this, that ¢ we
are not guilty because others are guilty.” Nor can we regard
the numerous sins against the laws of their own jurisdiction,
committed throughout this entire transaction by Carroll Lodge
and the D.D.G. Master, as furnishing any palliation for the
wrongs done to another jurisdiction. An infringement of the ju-
risdictional rights of Massachusetts, by a Lodge in New Hamp-
shire, mnay not be excused, we respectfully submit, because the
infringement was accompanied by, and included, the violation of
the laws of its own State. If a Massachsetts burglar should break
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into 8 New Hampshire bank, the Executive of this Commonwealth
would scarcely be justified in refusing the requisition from New
‘Hampshire for the criminal, upon the ground that he had stolen
the implements of his burglary in Massachusetts.

In spite, however, of the inferences drawn by the committee
in their report, to some of which we have stated some obvious
objections, it is not without satisfaction that your committee
pass to its concluding resolutions, which doubtless embody the
best opinions of the committee by whom they were reported,
and which are the final action of the Grand Lodge of New
Hampshire. That Grand Lodge, holding firmly to the memories
of the past, expresses a deep regret that any occasion for com-
plaint should have existed to mar the ancient friendship between
her and the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. She intends (and
ber present Constitution furnishes the strongest proof of such
intent) to prevent any possible cause of offence on the ground
of jurisdiction. She views with disapprobation the action of the
D.D.G.M. of the Sixth District, and of Carroll Lodge, in the
matter of Seth Winslow, and, lastly, she enjoins the D.D.G.M.
now in charge of the said Lodge, to carefully examine the pro-
ceedings and records of Carroll Lodge, and give them proper
instruction in regard to their duties. However contrary to all
the phenomena, to all the apparent facts of the case, may seem
the deduction of ignorance, as applied to the Lodge and the Dep-
uty for their action respectively, if the Grand Lodge of New
Hampshire has nevertheless, declared its belief in the existence of
that ignorance tn fact, we are bound, in view of the high char-
acter of that Body, upon the principles of comity, and by the
ties of our ancient friendship, to accept the declaration, to ac-
knowledge cheerfully the good faith of our neighbors, and to
grant to the ignorance of their subordinate the maximum mit-
igation of charity. Any sapprehension as to future jurisdic-
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tional infringements of a similar character may perhaps be
avoided by the practical measures which have just been institu-
. ‘ted by the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire to dispel the dense’
ignorance of her offending Lodge. That these measures may
meet with a high degree of success will be the fervent desire
of every Brother in this Commonwealth, a desire not wholly
evoked by a regard to the Constitutional Regulations of our
neighboring State.

Your committee greatly regret that in the limited time af-
forded for the preparation of this report, they have not been
able to reduce its compass. As is already apparent, we do not
. concur with some of the- views contained in the report of our
Brethren of New Hampshire. Nevertheless, as the final action
of their Grand Lodge evinces a true fraternal spirit not unwor-
thy of that distinguished Body, and is, at least, approximately
just to this jurisdiction, perhaps the subject may here and now
be appropriately laid to rest.

TracY P. CHEEVER,

CrARLES EpDWARD POWERS,

WiLLiaM T. GRAMMER.
Committes.

R.W. Charles W. Moore, with words of strong commen-
dation of the report, moved that it be adopted and spread
upo;x the Records, and the motion prevailed by unanimous
vote.

The committee appointed to consider the appeal and
remonstrance from Brethren of Star Lodge, Athol, made
report as follows : —
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In Graxp LopgE, June 12, 5872.

The committee to whom was referred the Appeal of the W.
‘Master and thirty-two other Brethren of Star Ldge, Athol, from.
the action of said Lodge, in voting to move its Lodge-room from
the Central Village of Athol to the Depot Village in that town,
and also the remonstrance of the Junior Warden of said Lodge
and thirty-four other members against any action of the Grand
Lodge in the premises, respectfully report : —

Among the powers and duties given by the Constitutions to
Lodges under this jurisdiction, is the right to convene as Free
ln'dAecepted Masons, agreeably to their Charters. The Charter
of Star Lodge grants to its members ¢ full power and authority
to convene Masons within the town of Athol.” Over the mu-
nicipality of Athol, Star Lodge has exclusive jurisdiction. The
Sth Section of Article I, Part IV., of our Constitutions is as fol-
lows: —

“No petition for the removal of a Lodge from the place where it is
located shall be sustained in Grand Lodge, unless said petition is sanc-
tioned by the District Deputy Grand Master where said Lodge is situated,
and has the approbation of the Lodge nearest the place where the said
Lodge is intended to be held; the same to be signified in writing to the
Grand Lodge. Nor shall any Lodge hold meetings, unless authorized by
the Grand Master, in any place other than the one designated in their
Charter, under the penalty of a forfeiture thereof.”

What construction shall be placed upon the word  place ” in
this Section of the Constitutions? To say that it means the
identical locality where the Lodge holds its meetings would be
extremely narrow and limited. The Statutes of Massachusetts,
Gen. Stats., Chap. 8, Sec. 7, clause 18, provide that in their con-
struction the word ‘¢ place” may mean city or town, unless
some other meaning is implied by the context. In the Section
of the Constitutions above referred to, Lodges are prohibited
from meeting ¢ in any place other than the one designated in
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their Charter.” By reference to the Charter of Star Lodge,
Athol is the only place designated. Where shall the Lodge
meet in Athol? The Charter is silent upon this point. The
members of the Lodge are to determine where the Lodge shall
meet. It cannot meet beyond the limits of the town of Athol,
but within those limits, at any point where the Lodge may de-
cide by a proper vote, it undoubtedly has the right to meet ac-
cording to the terms of its Charter.

The Grand Lodge has the right to determine in the Charter
in what part of a town or city a Lodge may meet. Several of
the Boston Lodges are limited to East Boston, and several to
South Boston. St. Matthew’s Lodge was located by its Charter at
Andover, South Parish. Dalhousie was placed by its Charter
at Newtonville, a village in Newton. Eliot was chartered at
Jamaica Plain. These Lodges could not remove to any other
part of the city or town in which they are respectively located,
without permission. But other Lodges placed by their Charters
in towns and cities, without limitation, have the right to deter-
mine what portion of the town or city in which they are respec-
tively located, is the best suited to the convenience of the mem-
bors, and the interest of the Craft. In the olden time it was
different. The first Lodge in Boston was located at the Bunch
of Grapes, in King street. A few years afterwards the Brethren
desired to remove the Lodge to the Royal Exchange, upon the
opposite side of the street, and before doing so they applied to
the Provincial Grand Master for permission, which was granted.
But since the Independent Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was
established, in 1777, no precedent has been found for asking
permission of the Grand Master or Grand Lodge to change the
place of meeting of a Lodge, when the new location was author-
ized by the terms of the Charter. The practice has been inva-
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riably the other way. Few Lodges chartered fity years
have remained in the precise spot where they were constituted.
Railroads have so changed the towns that new and thriving vil-
lages and even cities have grown up in waste places, and there
the Lodges have been removed from their former sites. The
‘Lodges have considered the matter, and if the new place was
within the limits of the city or town named in their Charters as
the place where they might convene, nothing but the vote of
the members determined the question. The history of some of
our Lodges shows that they have moved from village to village
within their towns, remaining for a few years at one point, and
then removing to the opposite side of the town, where they re-
mained until the stronger party again prevailed.

Occasionally the quiet of the Lodge may be temporarily dis-
tarbed by contentions among the members as to where the
meetings shall be held. But these usually subside after the
matter is settled, and the rule that the wishes of the majority
shall govern is generally acquiesced in.

Your committee believe that the Grand Lodge should leave
to the subordinate Lodges the management of their affairs, so
far a3 can be done consistently with the general interests of the
Craft tiroughout the State. Especially so far as such manage-
ment relates to the locality within the town or city where the
Lodge should meet, the members should have the right to de-
termine. They are the best judges of what is convenient and
proper, and if all the members cannot meet conveniently in any
one locality, the majority should have the right to select the
Place most convenient to them. The minority should acquiesce
in such decision.

The petition signed by the Master and thirty-two other mem-
bers of Star Lodge appeals from the action of their Lodge, and
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prays the Grand Lodge, in view of the interests of the Crafy, to
reverse the decision of Star Lodge in voting to remove.

The Grand Lodge, as ‘‘ the supreme Masonic authority in
this Commonwealth,” has * the inherent power of investigating,
regulating, and deciding all matters relative to the Craft, or to
particular Lodges, or to individual Brothers.” This power is
recognized by the Constitutions, and is inherent in our Masonic
system. Our Grand Lodge, however, has only exercised this
power of revising the acts and doings of its subordinate Lodges
when the interest and welfare of the entire Craft demanded it.
In a matter purely within the power of a subordinate Lodge to
determine by majority vote, relating exclusively to its own af-
fairs, and upon which the members have acted, after due notice,
understandingly, the Grand Lodge has not been inclined to in-
terfere. Matters purely legislative, upon which the mem-
bers of the Lodges have the right to decide, have been consid-
ered by the Grand Lodge as among the proper duties of the

Lodges to determine. .
In the case' presented to your committee, it would appear

that a majority of the members of Star Lodge are in favor of
removing the Lodge to the village near the railroad depot in
the town of Athol. The petitioners are interested in retaining
it in the village where it was originally established. Strong
feeling has grown up in the Lodge, and two parties are in con-
tention. Your committee, however, cannot lose sight of the
great principle which underlies our system, that, in matters of
legislation within the power of the members of a Lodge, the
majority have the right to govern, and that it is the duty of
the minority to yield. Your committee do not find that the
petitioners have made out such a state of affairs in Star Lodge
* as would authorize the Grand Lodge to exercise its supreme
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power in annulling the vote of the members of the Lodge to re-
move its Lodge-room.
Your committee recommend that the appeal be dismissed.
Respectfully submitted,
" WiLiaM S. GARDNER, -
Wu. F. Huorp,
S. W. NortH,
Committee.

The report was accepted and the recommendation
adopted.

The committee appointed to consider the jurisdictional
limits of Lafayette Lodge, Boston Highlands (formerly
Roxbury), and other Lodges similarly situated, made
report. '

GrAND LODGE OoF MASSACHUSETTS,

Masoxic TexrLE, BosTON, June 12, 1872,

The committee appointed upon the questions of the jurisdic-
tion of Union Lodge of Dorchester, and Lafayette Lodge of
Roxbury, respectfully report: That this Grand Lodge, at its
June Communication, in the year 1868, passed the following
vote: —

‘““Voted, That by the annexation of the city of Roxbury to Boston, the
Lodges located in the former place have become Lodges located in Boston,
and a3 such are entitled to all the immunities and privileges incident to
that relation; and the provisions of Section 5, Article I11., Part IV., of the
Constitutions of the Grand Lodge, as to persons residing in one town or
city where there is a Lodge being initiated in a Lodge of another town or
city under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge, no longer apply to the
relations between the Boston and former Roxbury Lodges.”

The above vote, though applied directly to the Lodges situ-
ated in Roxbury, and therefore in term only relates to Lafayette
and Washington Lodges, applies with equal force to Union Lodg e
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of Dorchester. It settled the question of the application of the
Section referred to, when applied to a city whose municipal ju-
risdiction has been extended to cover places in which Lodges
are located. The provision of the Constitutions is thereby held
to apply to all Lodges within the municipal limits, to the same
extent as if they had always been within those municipal limits.
The committee, therefore, consider the question settled, and
that no further action of the Grand Lodge is required.
Whether it is as well for the Fraternity, and as well for the

several Lodges, that there should be no other limits to the juris-
diction of the Lodges in the city of Boston, is a question of
considerable interest. As it is, old lines of jurisdiction are
swept away, and Lodges scattered over a considerable territory
—and in some instances in somewhat isolated locations —
have a jurisdiction covering a very large population. This ques-
tion, however, is one for the consideration of the Grand Lodge.
The committee have no further considered it than to call its
importance in this manner to the attention of the Grand Lodge.

BeNJ. DEAN,

A. H. W. CARPENTER,

Hexry S. Buxrox,

Commsites.

The report was adopted.

The committee to whom were referred certain petitions
relating to systematic charity, presented to the Grand
Lodge at the Quarterly Communication in March last,
submitted the following report : —

INn GraNp LoDGE, June 12, 1872.
The committee to whom were referred the several petitions of
Doric, Harmony, North Star, Blackstone River, and Alfred



1872.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 111

Baylies Lodges, have attended to that duty, and respectfully
report : —

Your committee find the petitions to be all alike, and each
memorializing the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge to establish
some system whereby the families of deceased Brethren within
the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge shall receive some fixed
sum of money, or some equal sum from every member; said
moneys to be raised by assessment levied by the M.W. Grand
Lodge upon all the members in the jurisdiction. We have
carefully considered the said petitions, and have had an inter-
view with several of the petitioners of Doric Lodge, none
of whom were prepared to submit any plan of action; nor has
any feasible plan suggested itself to either of your committee.
But from the great inequalities existing in the moneyed condition
of the several Lodges, and the labor and difficulty to be anticipa-
ted in the collection of so frequent assessments as must una-
voidably be made, we are unanimous in our opinion that it is in-
expedient for the M.W. Grand Lodge to legislate on this subject.

We therefore respectfully recommend that the petitioners have
leave to withdraw.

WiLLIAM PARKMAN,
Nersox R. Scorr,

Geo. T. HoMER,
Commattee.

The report was accepted and the recommendation
adopted.

The Committee on By-Laws made report, which was
accepted, and the recommendations adopted.
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IN GrAND LobpgGEe, June 12th, 1872.

The committee to whom were referred the By-Laws of the fol-
lowing Lodges, viz.: —

CrarRLES River, West Medway. ‘WEBSTER, Webster.

Mount OLiver, Cambridge. Haruoxy, Northfleld.

RoBerT LasH, Chelsea. Orp Covroxny, Hingham.

Doric, Hudson. PALESTINE, Everett.

Jorx ABBOT, Somerville. PrruovuTH, Plymouth.

WiLLiax ParkmaN, Winchester.  GrEeciAx, Lawrence.

Jorx WargeN, Hopkinton. PauL REVERE, North Bridgewater —

have examined the same, and respectfully report that t\hey
severally be approved, with such amendments as have been
made by the committee.
Cuas. C. Damg,
D. T. V. Hoxroox,
Committce.

The committee to whom was referred the petition of
Williams Lodge, for Charter, submitted the following
.report, which was adopted, and the Dispensation con-
tinued till the Quarterly Communication in September
next.

IN Graxnp Lopae, June 12, 1872.

Your committee, to whom was referred the Dispensation
granted to certain Brethren at Williamstown, Mass., to work
under the name of Williams Lodge, together with their records,
returns and petition for Charter, report : —

That they find only four of the ten Brethren to whom the Dis-
pensation was granted have signed the petition for Charter,
while eighteen who have been made Masons under their Dis-
pensation, have signed the same.
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It has not been customary for this Grand Lodge to issue
Charters to Brethren made in the Lodge while under Dispénsation
or to include such names in the Charter, unless for special rea-
sons. In this case there is no explanation of the absence from
the petition of the signatures of the other Brethren, to whom
the Dispensation was originally granted, or of the addition of
those made under Dispensation, and no one here to represent
the petitioners ; and, in the absence of any information upon
the subject, your committee would recommend that the Dispen-
sation be continued till the next Quarterly Communication of
the Grand Lodge, that the petitioners may have opportunity to
amend their petition or report the reasons for the facts stated.

Hexry CHICKERING,

O. C. TurNeg,

FreDpERICK D. ELY,
Committee.

R.W. William W. Baker, in bebalf of the committee
to whom were referred certain communications relating to
New Grand Lodges, presented the following report, which
was accepted, and the recommendations adopted.

In Granp LoDGE, BosToN, June 12, 1872,

The committee to whom were referred the several petitions
from newly formed Grand Lodges in Utah, British Columbia and
Brazil, have attended to that duty, and beg leave to report : —

The Grand Lodge of Utah is located in Salt Lake City and
was constituted January, A.L. 5872, by her three subordinates,
hailing respectively from Montana, Kansas and Colorado. The
proceedings on the occasion appear to be in conformity with the
usages of Masonry in such cases, and your committee see no
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reason why it should not be recognized as prayed for, and re-
ceived into the fellowship of our Grand Lodge.

On general principles your committee doubt the wisdom in all
cases, of three Lodges only, and those small and inexperienced,
uniting to form, perhaps a weak Grand Lodge, and whether it
tehds to the best interests of the Craft. There seems fo be,
however, no discretion in the premises; in fact, we have very
many precedents in the formation of our sister Grand Lodges.
The contrast, however, between many of them appears singular
and striking. Colorado, for example, with three Lodges and
an aggregate of sixty members all told, is received on an equal-
ity and acknowledged as a peer of Ohio, or New York, or Penn-
sylvania, with their hundreds of Lodges each and tens of thou-
sands of members. But it may with propriety be urged in
behalf of our extreme western and south-western Grand Lodges
that they are composed of vigorous and progressive material,
and situated in enterprising and rapidly developing communi-
ties.

The total membership of the subordinates of the Grand
Lodge of Utah, in Salt Lake City, is one hundred and forty-
two. She has a Lodge under Dispenéation at Provo, the second
town in Utah, and a healthy prospect for more in the different
mining districts in the Territory.

It might be inferred from the location of this Grand Body,
that the Institution may be under Mormon influence and con-
trolled by parties inimical to our government and laws ; but it
is not so, and it may be mentioned as evidence of their
truth and sincerity, that its first Grand Master occupies the po-
sition of Judge under the United States Government.

The Grand Lodge of British Columbia is established at Viec-
toria, British Columbia. It was organized or constituted Octo-
ber 21, A.L. 5871, by the Masters and Wardens of eight subor-
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dinate Lodges, with an aggregate membership of two hundred
and ninety-five, holding respectively from the Grand Lodge of
England and the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and under the im-
mediate supervision of the Deputy Grand Masters of the Grand
Bodies named, who assented to and assisted in the accom-
plishment of the measure.

From the printed report of the convention in question, which
your committee has examined, there appears to have been no
serious difference in the wishes of the Brethren. It is, of
course, a declaration on the part of the constituent Lodges of
their independence of the Grand Lodges, from which they derived
their existence ; but it was such a declaration and separation
as those Grand Lodges have recognized in the formation of the
Grand Lodges of Canada, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.

The Grand Lodge of England through its Grand Secretary,
in correspondence with Brethren in Victoria, signifies its readi-
ness to approve their desires, reserving intact the rights and
privileges of any Lodge or Lodges adhering to the mother Grand
Lodge as in former cases.

In the matter of the Grand Orient of Brazil, and Valley of
Lavradio, the sources of information are more limited.

This body was regularly constituted in or about 1828, by au-
thority from the then Supreme Grand Council of the Northern
Jurisdiction of the United States, granted in 1826, and has con-
tinued to work regularly to the present time. In 1861, in con-
sequence of internal quarrels, a portion of the body seceded.
They styled themselves Benedictines, and enjoyed a precarious
existence for a few years, but they are gradually dying out. In
fact, a union of the two wings is now in progress, and promises
tobeentirely successful.

During the last three years the long-existing conservative
element of this body has given way to the party of progress,
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and since the present administration has come into power, are
conforming more to American Masonry, and endeavoring to ex-
tend their relation with the regular Grand Masonic powers of
the world.

The Grand Orient governs only and exclusively the three
symbolic degrees, but works in conjunction with the Superior
Council of the A. and A. Scottish Rite.

Thus far your committee learn that twelve recognitions from
Grand Lodges in this country have been forwarded, and no doubt
is entertained that the request will be universally conceded.

In conclusion, your committee would respectfully recommend
that the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts be
extended to the three Grand Lodges praying for the same, to-
gether with a cordial and fraternal God-speed in their new
Masonic relations.

WoLiam W. BAKER,

Wxn. F. Horp,

Jonx Haicn,
Commstice.

By the adoption of the recommendation in the fore-
going report, the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts recog-
nizes, as duly organized, THE GrRaND LoDGE oF UrTamg,
TrE GranD LopGe ofF BrrrisE CorumBia, and THE
GRrAND ORIENT OF BRrAzIL, VALLEY OF LAVRADIO, and ex-
tends to these new Grand Lodges in our GREAT BROTHER-
noop the right hand of fellowship.

Br. Joseph Winsor, in behalf of the committee to whom
was referred a proposed amendment to the Grand Consti-
tutions, submitted the following report : —
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_ In Granp LopeE, June 12, 5872.

The committee to whom was referred the amendment of Sec-
tion 1, Article IIL., Part L., of the Constitutions, respectfully re-
port: — .

That the proposed amendment ought to pass. They therefore
recommend that Part I, Article III., Sect. 2, be amended by strik-
ing out the words ‘ 6 o’clock in the evening,” and inserting
instead thereof the words, ‘4 o’clock p.M., or at such earlier
hour as the Grand Master may direct,” so that the sentence
when amended shall read as follows :

“There shall also be a Communication held annually, on the 27th of
December, commencing at four o’clock p.M., or at such earlier hour as the
Grand Master may direct, for the installation of the Grand Officers and the
celebration of the Anniversary of Saint John the Evangelist.”

Respectfully submitted,
WiLLiAM S.. GARDNER,
Jonx HaicH,

J. WINSOR,
Committee.

The report was accepted.

The Grand Master then submitted the question : ¢¢Shall
the proposed amendment be adopted ?”’

The vote being counted, the Grand Marshal reported
that ninety had voted in'the affirmative, and none in the
negutive.

The Grand Master declared the amendment adopted.

R.W. John McClellan moved that so much of the report
presented this day by R.W. Tracy P. Cheever, as relates
to improper representations made -by a former Grand
Officer in relation to the case of Seth Winslow, be re-
ferred to a special committee, and the motion was adopted.
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The Grand Master appointed as such committee R.W.
Brs. Charles C. Dame, G. Washington Warren, and
Newell A. Thompson.

R.W. Henry Chickering submitted the fo]lowmv Teso-
lution, ‘which was adopted : —

Resolved, That the whole subject of limiting the juris'diction
of 'Lodges to the territory originally given them by their
Charters be referred to a committee, to report at the next
Quarterly Communication.

The Grand Master appointed as such. committee R.W.

Br. Benjamin Dean, and W. Brs. A. H. 'W. Carpenter
" and Henry S. Bunton.

On motion of the R.W. Grand Treasurer, it was voted
that five hundred dollars be appropriated for charity, sub-
ject to the order of the Committee on Charity.

R.W. William D. Coolidge, in behalf of the committee,
submitted the following report : —

In Graxp Lon&n, June 12, 5872.
The committee to whom was referred so much of the Grand
Master’s address at the Quarterly Communication in March
last as relates to the proper notice to be given to parties liable
to expulsion from membership in subordinate Lodges,  ask
leave to report: —

That while the Grand Lodge have scrupulously abstained from
interference in the domestic or social relations of Lodges, there
are regulations which are imperative in Part III, Article IV.,
Section 4, of the Grand Constitutions, to which your committee
recommend the addition of the following words: —
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‘f Which penalty shall not be imposed until the delinquent has been duly
notified of the time when and place where action will be taken in his case.”

‘Wu. D. CooLipeE,

Avserr A. HagGeeETT,

Nare’L GREENE.
Commaties.

On motion, the report was adopted, and the amendment
to the Grand Constitutions therein proposed was referred
to R.W. Br. William S. Gardner, W. Br. John Haigh
and Br. Joseph Winsor.

The Grand Master presented the following letter of
invitation from the Wardens and Vestry of Grace Church,
North Attleboro’, and announced that in compliance there-
with the Grand Lodge would meet at North Attleboro’,

on Friday next, the fourteenth instant, for the purpose of
. Iaying the corner-stone of said church.

ﬁonm ATTLEBORO’, Mass., June 8, 1872.
Seeexo DwrenT NickeRsoN, Grand Master of Masons sn Massachu-
setts: — )
Dear S, — The Wardens and Vestry of Grace Church,
Protestant Episcopal, of this place, respectfully invite you, if
convenient, to lay, with Masonic ceremonies, the corner-stone
of their new charch edifice, on the fourteenth day of June, in-
stant. ’ .
Yours respectfully,
Or18s STANLEY,
A. R. BLock,
Wardens.
TaOMAS SCHOFIELD,
J. A. Hawes,
THOS. ASHTCN,
Wu. FISHER,
WiLLARD W. ALBEE,
Vestry.
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The Grand Master called attention to the excellent por-
trait which had been recently hung in the Grand Lodge
Hall, of the eminent Patriot and Mason, Paul Revere,
who was Grand Master of this Grand Lodge from Decem-
ber 8, 1794, to December 11, 1797, presented to the
Grand Lodge by his grandson, John Revere, Esq., and
communicated the following letter from Mr. Revere, which
accompanied this valuable gift : —

Bosroxn, June 11, 1872.
8. D. N1okeRsoN, Esq., Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachu-~
setts : —

DEar Sir,—I beg to offer to the Grand Lodge of Massachu-
setts a portrait of Paul Reyere of Boston.

This picture is a copy of the painting by Gilbert Stuart, in
1813, and has been just completed by his daughter, Miss
Stuart of Newport, who has been eminently successful in pre-
serving the sentiment of the original picture. '

If any record is to be made of the receipt of this, it would
gratify me to have it stated that it is to replace a portrait pre-
sented to the Grand Lodge by my father, the late Joseph War-
ren Revere of Boston, which was .destroyed in the conflagration
of the building of the Grand Lodge, in 1863.

Very respectfully,
. JNo. REVERE.

The Grand Master announced that he had also received
the portrait of Samuel Phillips Prescott Fay, who was
elected Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, December 8,
1819, presented by Miss Maria D. Fay of Cambridge.
The following letter; accompanying the portrait, was
read : —
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Bosrox, June 11, 1872. .

Serexo D. Nicxersox, EsQ.: —

Dear S anD BroTHER, — My grandfather’s portrait is pre-
sented to the Grand Lodge by my aunt, Miss Maria D. Fay of
Cambridge, and any communication directed to that post-office
will reach her.

Respectfully and fraternally yours,
' R. S. Far.

On motion of R.W. Percival L. Everett, Deputy Grand
Master, it was unanimously

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts most
gratefully accepts these portraits of our Past Grand Masters,
Panl Revere and Samuel P. P. Fay, and the M.W. Grand
Master is hereby requested to suitably acknowledge the same
to the kind and generous donors. .

The Grand Master submitted the following report from
R.W. Daniel W. Lawrence, who had been commissioned
by him to formally heal the parties therein named.

Bosrox, June 10, 1872.

8xxxxo D. Niokersox Esq., Most Worshipful Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts:—

In compliance with your order received on the 29th day of
March last, I summoned Joseph M. Caton of Provincetown,
Wm. H. Harris of Fitchburg, and Geo. G. Desmazes of Chel-
8ea, to appear before me at the Masonic Temple in Boston, for
the purpose of being healed.

This is to certify that the aforesaid W.H. Harris and Geo.
G. Desmazes personally appeared: before me at the Regular Com-
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munication of Joseph Warren Lodge, held at the Masonic Tem-
ple, Boston, April 23d, 1872, and they were then and there
duly healed by taking upon themselves, in solemn form, the sev-
eral obligations of Entered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and Mas-
ter Mason. The fees, amounting to thirty dollars, I have trans-
mitted to the Grand Treasurer.
DaxierL W. LAWRENCE,
Dis. Dep. Grand Master, First j[a.s_om'c District.

The Grand Master reported that on the fifteenth day of
March last he granted a Dispensation to thirty-two Brethren
residing in Taunton to form a new Lodge in that city,
to be called Charles H. Titus Lodge; and had appointed
Worshipful Brother Timothy C. Baker to be the first
Master, and Brothers Lewis B. Leonard und Walter S.
Sprague to be the Wardens of said Lodge.

R.W. Tracy P. Cheever, in behalf of the Committee
on Healing, submitted the following report on the petition
of Emery Gage, of Athol, which was accepted, and the
recommendation adopted.

IN GrAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

QuARTERLY CoMMUNICATION, June 12, 1872.

The committee to whom was referred the petition of Emery
Gage, for a formal healing, having examined the petition and
eccompanying papers, respectfully report : —

That an inspection of the papers presented in this case
discloses the following facts: The petitioner, in February,
1868, applied to Star Lodge, Athol, for the degrees, but
-his application was rejected. In 1869, he removed to
Iowa, and in the following year applied for the degrees
to Rock Lodge, located at Nora  Springs, in that State,
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His application was favorably considered, and he was admit-
ted, and received the three degrees in Rock Lodge. The
petitioner avers, that, prior to the presentation of his applica-
tion to that Lodge, he informed the Lodge of his relation to Star
Lodge in this jurisdiction, and that Rock Lodge conferred the
degrees upon him with a full knowledge of the facts above set
forth. He asks to be healed, because he is desirous of visiting
the Lodges in this jurisdiction, during his sojourn eastward.

It will thus be observed, that the case presented by the
petitioner is almost identical in its facts with the case of William
H. Coffin, upon which a report was made at the last Quarterly
Communication, and must be decided upon the principles which
governed that case. '

In the first place, there is no evidence satisfactory to your
committee that Rock Lodge knew the fact of the rejection of
the petitioner by Star Lodge. There was no averment cf the
fact in his applieation for the degrees, which is annexed to, and
makes part of, the documentary evidence in the case. There is
1o indication in the dimit, or any of the official papers which
the petitioner attaches to his petition, of any such knowledge
on the part of Rock Lodge. And, as in the case of Coffin before
cited, to assume such knowledge would be to assume that Rock
Lodge has violated the interjurisdictional law. More especially
would this be true, when we consider the absence of any author-
ity from the Grand Master of this Commonwealth to that Lodge
to confer the degrees upon the petitioner as a candidate rejected
in this jurisdiction.

1t follows, therefore, that the petitioner, having failed to sus-
tain the burden of proof rightfully imposed upon him, to show
that he received the degrees in Rock Lodge, at least, innocently,
after a full and complete revelation of the fact of rejection in
this jurisdiction, and in good faith as to our regulations; and
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asking for a formal healing simply for the purpose of visiting
our Lodges during a sojourn here, is thus brought entirely’
within the principles established by the Grand Lodge in the
case of Coffin. Your cemmittee, therefore, recommend that the
petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition.
Tracy P. CHEEVER,
Epw. AVERY,

SELWIN Z. BowMAx,
Commstiee.

R.W. Thomas E. St. John proposed to amend the
Grand Constitutions as follows : —

Amend Part L., Article III., Section 1, by striking out after the
word ¢ at,” ir.x the fourth line, the words 2 o’clock P.M.,” and
insert instead thereof the following words: ¢ 10 o’clock a.u.,
or such other hour as the Grand Master may direct.”

The proposed amendment was referred to R.W. Br.
William S. Gardner, W. Br. John Haigh and Br. Joseph
Winsor. o .

At thirty-five minutes past five o’clock p.M., the Grand
Lodge was closed in AMPLE ForwM, with prayer by the
Senior Grand Chaphin, W. and Rev. Alonzo H. Quint,
D.D.

A true abstract from the Records.

Attest :

CHARLES H. TITTS,
Recording Grand Secretary.
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A QuUArRTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE Most WoOR-
SEIPFCL GRAND LopGeE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MassacHUSETTS was held at the Masonic Temple, in the
city of Boston, on the 11th day of September, Anno
Lucis 5872, Anno Domini 1872.

OFFICERS PRESENT:

M.W. Serexo DwiGHT NICKERSON

R.W. PercrvaL LowerL EVERETT ., .

R.W. CrarRLEs KIiMBALL . .
R.W. Tracy P. CHEEVER. .
R.W. Jorx McCLELLAN .
R.W. Caarres H. TiTUs .
R.W. CaarLes W. MoORE .
R.W. DaNieL W. LAWRENCE
R.W. CrarLES J. DAXFORTH
R.W. CrarLEs A. WELCH .
R.W. George H. PEmsox .
R.W. Joserm SioneY HowE
R.W. Hexry P. PERKINS .
RW. Epwarp J. SawyEr .
R.W. Daxrer UrtoON

RW. WiLiax J. Sawiy, M.D. .

R.W. Rev. TomAS E. St. JoBN

RW. George E. Stacy . .
BRW. Jaxes UTLEY. .

.

R.W. Apramax H. Howraxp, Jx. .

RW. Joserr K. BAKER

RW. Wirian T. GRAMMER
W. WiLLtax H. CHEssMAN .
W.Moses G.Lyon. . . .
W.Jomx Viarr . . . . .

Grand Master.

.

Deputy Grand Master.
Senior Grand 'Warden.
Junior Grand Warden.
Grand Treasurer.
Recording Grand Secretary.
Corresponding Grand Secretary.
D.D.G. Master, District No.

[

“°

Grand Marshal.

District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
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Br. T. G. Wadman was recognized as proxy for Be-
thesda L.odge, Valparaiso, Chili, S. A.

Br. Samuel K. Herrick was recognized as proxy for
Columbian Lodge, Boston.

The Grand Secretary presented By-Laws and amend-
ments to By-Laws from the following Lodges, for ap-
proval : —

Risrxg Srar Lopee, Stoughton. Saint Paur’s Lopge, Ayer.
Pauor Deax LopeEe, North Easton. Caicoree Lobor, Chicopee.
OrLive BraxcH Lobeg, Millbury.  Doric Lobgg, Hudson.

KoxoHASsETT LopeE, Cohasset. GoLpEN FLEECE LoDGE, Lynn.
AexmpOoCr Lopar, Boston. BaaLsec Lobgk, Boston, —

and they were referred to R.W. Br. Charles C. Dame, and
W. Brs. Caleb Blodgett, Jr., and D. T. V. Huntoon.

Williams Lodge, Williamstown, made return of their
doings while under Dispensation, with the following ap-
plication for Charter, and a copy of their By-Laws, which
were referred to R.W. Br. George W. Warren and W.
Brs. William D. Seely and Charles Moore.

PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR WILLIAMS LODGE.
To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : —

‘We, the undersigned, Master Masons, to whom your Most
‘Worshipful Grand Master issued a Dispensation, bearing date
April 3, 1871, empowering us to form and open a Lodge, now
retnrm‘ng our Dispensation, with a record of all our proceedings,
and our By-Laws, respectfully pray, if these be approved, for a
Charter of Constitution, empowering us, with those who may
hereafter join us, under the name of Williams Lodge of
‘Williamstown, to perform all the ceremonies and discharge all
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the duties at said Williamstown, appertaining to Ancient Craft
Masonry, in accordance with the Constitutions of the Grand
Lodge.

GEORGE BrOWR. RoserT B. HiRvIE.
TrOMAS MOLE. Frask H. StaxTON.
RicEARD WELCH. H. W. WiLLlaAMS.
Lymax C. RoBiNsox. C. F. Towx.

JoBx S. WHITMAN. W. B. WaLLEY.

A. A. Loor. C. F. SoLoMoN.
Taomas W. WHITEMAN. Wu. J. DuxToNn.
RzuseN Froob. GeorGE E. BROCEWA Y.
JErOoME M. SHELDON. Jos. D. PATTERSON.
SamuerL T. MATHER. Joux W. Evans.

G. W. CROCKER. C. L. WHITNEY.
CHARLES E. PATEMAN, J. S. FowLER.
FrAxk P. GALusHA. STt H. PHELPS.

Greylock Lodge, North Adams, returned their Dispensa-
tion, with their Records and By-Laws, and the following
petition for Charter, and the same were referred to R.W .
Br. Geo. W. Warren and W. Brs. William D. Seely and
Charles Moore.

PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR GREYLOCK LODGE.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : —

We, the undersigned, Master Masons, to whom your Most
‘Worshipful Grand Master issued a Dispensation dated Septem-
ber 14, 1871, now beg leave to return the same, with a
record of all our proceedings, and a copy of our By-L.aws,
and respectfully pray, if these be approved, that a Charter be
granted, and that we, with such others as may hereafter join
us, may be constituted into a regular chartered Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons, under the name of Greylock
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Lodge, of North Adams, Berkshire County, State of Massa-
chusetts, with full power to perform all the ceremonies, and
discharge all the duties, at said North Adams, appertaining to
Ancient Craft Masonry, which have not been reserved to the

Grand Lodge.

A. B. WriGHT. Fravxk H. GoobpricH.
J. H. Apams. G. L. Rice.

ArTHUCR M. SKINNER. GEORGE Davis.
SamcerL Keyes. GEORGE M. Darsy.
H. W. W. CoLe. TuoMas T. SHERWIN.
L. C. Raxp. JoHN PARKHILL.
James E. HuNTER. J. H. WriGHT.

JonN A. Rice. GeorGE F. MILLER.

A petition was presented from Silas H. Megquier. for
formal healing, which was referred to the Committee on
Healing.

A petition, as follows, was received from Jonathan H.
Cobb of Dedham, for restoration to the rights and privi-
leges of Freemasonry, and was referred to R.W. Brs.
Charles W. Moore and Newell A. Thompson and W. Br.
Nathaniel Greene.

PETITION OF JONATHAN H. COBB FOR RESTORATION TO
MASONRY.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of
Massachusetis : —

Respectfully represents the undersigned, Jonathan H. Cobb,
of Dedh.am, in the County of Norfolk and Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, that by the action of the Grand Lodge, in the
year 1846, he was deprived of the rights and privileges of
Freemasonry ; that he has ever been a firm believer in the
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truths and principles of Freemasonry, and has steadfastly
maintained his love and friendship for the Fraternity, as well in
the dark days of her distress and persecution, as in these bright
days of her unexampled prosperity; and that he has ever
believed that his obligations as a Mason have been and are
now binding upon him.

And he prays that he may be restored to the rights and
privileges of Freemasonry, and that, if it be not a violation of
the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge, the reeord of the pro-
ceedings by which he was deprived of those rights and privi-
leges may be expunged. ’

« JoNa. H. Coss.
DxgpuANM, Sept. 9, 1872.

" We the undersigned, officers and members of Constellation Lodge, take
great pleasure in recommending the prayer of the foregoing petition to the
favorable action of the Grand Lodge.

. Freperick D. ErLy, W. M.
ALonzo B. WExTworTH, §. W.
ALFRED ALLWRIGHT, T'reas.
Davip L. Hopees, S.D.

CuarLEs C. SANDERSON, Chaplain.
WiLLiax R. Rice, Marsh.

D. S. Hi, Tyler.

JoBN BERTWICK, JE.

TimorHY PHELPS.

The Grand Secretary presented a Communication from
the Grand Lodge of Saxony, and it was referred to the
same committee to whom a former communication was re-
ferred, consisting of R.W. Brothers Woodbury, Gardner
and Moore. _ .

The roll of the Lodges was called, and the following
‘were found to be represented : —
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Axorewr LANDMARK. JORDAX. Oxrorp.

ATHELSTANE. JoserH W ARREN. PALESTINE.

Berazspa (Valparaiso). Kine Soroxox. PavL Deax.

Bros Hrur. KonNoHAsSETT. PrrerIn.

Crazres W. Moore. Laraverre (Boston PilonEER.

Caicopee. ) Highlands). PrLyxouTH.

CoLuxniax. LrserTY. PURITAN.
CoXsTELLATION. MARINERS. Purwan.

Corr¥THIAN. Ma88ACHUSETTS. QUIX8IGAMOND.
Davrrousie. MERIDIAN. RisinG Star.

Evzuss. MERRIMACK. RoBERT LasH.

EurExa. MonNITOoR. RosweLL Lee.

Farra. MORNING STAR. RuraL.

Frirowsnrr. MONTALUTE. SAGGAHEW.

Garz or THE TEMPLE. MONTGOMERY. SAINT ANDREW’S.
GoLoex FLEECE. MouxnTt CARMEL. SAINT BERNARD.

Goop SAMARITAN. Moust HerMoON. Sarnt Jorn’s (Boston).
Grecrax. Mou~xt Hores (Wo- 8aixt Paur's (South
Haxppxx. burn). Boston). .
Hizxoxr. Mount LEBANON. SociaL Harxoxy.
Harpex. NorroLkx UNION. STAR IN THE EasT.
Hesey Pricx. NortH STAR. STAR OF BETHLEHEM.
Hrog Parx. OLp CoLoxy. ‘W ASHINGTON.

losic (Taunton). OxraxgE. WirLiax NorTH.

Isasc Parkxr. Orenan’s Hore. WiLLiax PARKMAN.

The committee on the petition of Theodore C. Bates, of
Brookfield, for formal healing, submitted the following
report : —

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PETITION OF THEODORE C.
BATES, FOR FORMAL HEALING.

IN GrAND LoDGE oF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
Sept. 11, 1872.

The committee to whom was referred the petition of Theo-
dore C. Bates, for a formal healing, respectfully report : —

That upon an examination of the petition, which is quite an
informal document, and of the accompanying papers, the
following facts appear : —
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In 1864, the petitioner, who resided in North Brookfield,
applied for the degrees in Hayden Lodge in that town, and was
rejected. Two years afterwards he again applied, and although
it seems that the report of the committee upon his application
was favorable, he was again rejected. After the second rejec-
tion, the petitioner having removed to Clinton, in which town
he was engaged in business, made application to Trinity
Lodge, Clinton, but this application could not be enter-
tained'by Trinity Lodge, for the want of the requisite recom-
mendation from Hayden Lodge. The officers of the latter
Lodge refused to give the recommendation, although strongly
urged to do so by a petition signed by all the officers of Trinity
Lodge, and many of the members, including several Past
Masters, and by R.W. Br. Burditt, Deputy Grand Master for
that District. Four years after his application to Trinity
Lodge, the petitioner, at the suggesti(;n, as he alleges, of the
Senior Warden of Hayden Lodge, made still another applica-
tion to that Lodge for the degrees. The report of the investi-
gating committee was unanimously favorable, and, as is
claimed, a full and apparently frank consideration of the
merits of the candidate was had, during which no objection
was raised against his admission; but upon the taking of the
ballot he was again rejected. The petitioner claims that, after
this last rejection, a very powerful effort was made by the W.
Master, and nearly all the members of the Lodge residing in
North Brookfield, to induce the Senior Warden, whose resi-
dence is in another village, to sign a recommendation by which
the petitioner might receive the degrees in another Lodge;
yet the Senior Warden, notwithstanding the last application
of the petitioner to Hayden Lodge was made at his sugges-
tion, utterly refused his signature, but gave no reason for his
refusal. Some time after this occurrence, the petitioner, who
was then travelling with a friend, a member of Golden Rule
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Lodge, No. 4, Stanstead, Canada, and to whom the circum-
stances previously narrated were told, was induced by this
friend to apply to that Lodge for the degrees. His application
was accordingly made to Golden Rule Lodge, which appointed
a committee to investigate the case, one of which committee
came to North Brookfield, and, after protracted interviews with
the Brethren of that place, reached the conclusion that the
petitioner had been rejected merely on account of prejudice,
and not for any sound reason. The investigating committee
reported in accordance with that conclusion, whereupon the
petitioner was admitted and received the degrees in Golden
Rule Lodge. This result was effected without the recommen-
dation of Hayden Lodge, and without the consent of the Grand
Master of this Commonwealth, so that the status of the peti-
tioner, under our regulations, is clearly clandestine and illegal.
The Lodge in Canada, which was apparently so careful in
scrutinizing the character and worth of the petitioner as to
send jts committee to North Brookfield to make inquiries
concerning him, should have taken some pains to inquire as to
our regulations in regard to rejected candidates; and thereby
have learned that they could not entertain the application of
this candidate, without an infringement of comity and our juris-
dictional rights. Nevertheless the strong indorsement of the
worth and good faith of the petitioner, which appears in the
Papers accompanying his petition, together with his own
solemn declaration made to your committee -on the assurances
of the W. Master and leading members of Hayden Lodge, have
sufficed to satisfy us of the absence of any evil or improper
intent, or of any design on the part of the petitioner to trans-
gress our rules in thus receiving the degrees out of our
jurisdiction. ‘

His request for a formal healing is warmly seconded by a
majority of the members of Hayden Lodge, by R.W. Br.
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Burditt, and the W. Master and Past Masters, and seversl
members of Trinity Lodge.

Against the granting of the request, a remonstrance, signed
by twenty-nine persons, all of whom are members of Hayden
Lodge, has been filed. These Brethren claimed to have good
and sufficient reasons for their objection to the petitioner,
based upon evidence in their possession. The strong primd
' facie case presented by the petitioner rendered it necessary
for yc;ur committee to order a rigid investigation into the
charges made against him ; an investigation which should fully
develop the facts upon the one side and the other, inasmuch as
his title to be healed, under all the circumstances of the case,
would depend mainly upori his character, as it should be estab-
lished by such investigation. Certain of the remonstrants
appeared therefore before your committee, and somewhat
reluctantly presented charges against the petitioner, contained
in a letter addressed to one of the remonstrants by two Breth-
ren of Clinton. These charges related to trangactions which
occurred while the petitioner was engaged in business with the
writers in Clinton, and were of such a character that, if proved,
they would have completely demonstrated his unfitness to
become a member of this Fraternity. Accordingly your com-
mittee sent a letter to the two accusing Brethren, inviting them
to appear on a certain day and present their proofs ; and at the
same time ordered the petitioner to be present with such testi-
mony as he had to offer in contradiction. On the day before
the day which was thus assigned for the taking of the testi-
mony, the accusers called upon the chairman of the committee,
and fully retracted the charges which they had made, stating
that they should not attempt to prove them, and within a few
days signed a paper, which is herewith returned to the files of
the Grand Lodge, in which they make a complete and almost
humiliating retraction of these charges. | )
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Another charge made by the remonstrants against the peti-
tioner was presented in the shape of a confession of certain
improper conduct toward a young lady, which confession was
alleged to have been made by him to one of the remonstrants.
In reply to this, the petitioner has presented a. certificate, a
copy of which is on file, signed by the person to whom the
confession was alleged to have been made, stating in unequivo-
cal terms, that such confession was mnever made. Thus it
appears that the two specific charges against the petitioner
are proved, by the testimony of the parties by whom they were
respectively brought, to be entirely false and unfounded. The
strong primd facie case therefore presented by the petitioner
remains undisturbed; and, so far as your committee can
determine from all the evidence submitted, his character is
clear even from the taint of a respectable suspicion.

The difficulties arising in the present case seem to have
sprung not wholly from the supposed defects of the petitioner’s
character, but from some local jealousies. The jurisdiction of
Hayden Lodge embraces several villages, between which your
committee are sorry to record their belief that the highest
form of Masonic love and harmony bas not recently been
exhibited. Although some of the remonstrants have doubtless
thought, from the rumors which it now seems have been so
wrongfally circulated for many years against the petitioner,
that he was not a suitable person to receive the degrees in
Masonry, it is still probable, from the fact of his long absence
from the town and his want of acquaintance with the remon-
strating members of Hayden Lodge, that the untoward influ-
ences to which we have referred have had much to do with the
persistent opposition which has been seen in this case. But,
whether this be the true explanation or not, nothing can be
clearer than that the charges against the petitioner are entirely
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disproved, and that, by a weight of testimony quite unusual in
such cases, he is proved to be worthy to receive the boon which
he asks at the hands of the Grand Lodge.

Your committee therefore respectfully recommend that the
request of the petitioner be granted.

Tracy P. CHEEVER,

EpwWARD AVERY,

SELwIN Z. BowMaN,
Commsttee.

The report was accepted and the recommendation
adopted. '
The committee to whom was referred the proposed

amendment to Part IV., Article III., Section 2, made
report.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AMENDMENT TO PART IV,
ARTICLE III.,r SECTION II

IN GranD LobpGE, Sept. 11, 1872,

The committee to whom was referred the amendment of
Section 2, Article III., Part IV., of the Grand Constitutions,
respectfully report : — :

. That the proposed amendment ought to pass; the object
being to require the recommendation to accompany the applica-
tion of a rejected candidate, to any Lodge other than the one
to which he first applied, instead of requiring the recommenda-
tion to be filed just before initiation.

They therefore recommend that Part IV., Article III., Section
2, be amended by striking out the word ¢ initiated” in the
second line, and inserting instead thereof the word ¢ pro-
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posed;” so that the sentence when amended shall read as
follows : —

“No candidate whose application may be rejected by a Lodge shall be
proposed in any Lodge under this jurisdiction, other than the one to which
he first applied, without 8 recommendation from six members of the said
Lodge, of whom the Master and Wardens shall be three.”

Respectfully submitted.

Ivory H. Pork,
Wooster B. MAYHEW,
Davip L. DavoLt,

Commsgitee.

The report was accepted, and the proposition to amend
prevailed by one hundred and twenty votes in the affirma-
tive, and none in the negative.

The committee to whom were referred the proceedings
of Solomon’s Temple Lodge, in the trial of Willis M.
Wheeler, made report.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF SOLO-
MON'S TEMPLE LODGE, IN THE TRIAL OF WILLIS
WHEELER.

Ix GrAND LoDGE O MASSACHUSETTS,

QuarRTERLY COMMUNICATION,
September 11, 1872.

The Committee on Trials, to whom was referred at the last
Quarterly Communication, the record of Solomon’s Temple
Lodge, Uxbridge, in the trial of Brother Willis M. Wheeler,
have attended to the duty 'assigned them, and respectfully
report: —

That the respondent in this case was charged with having
committed adultery, angd also with the crime of keeping a house
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of ill fame. The charge, which was accompanied by two
specifications, sufficiently alleges the offences complained of.
The respondent’s wife had, prior to the trial, been divorced
from Lim for the cause of adultery, by a decree of the Supreme
Judicial Court of the Commonwealth for the County of
Worcester, founded upon the libel for such divorce. The
evidence at the trial before the Lodge was sufficient to estab-
lish both specifications of the charge,’and the respondent was
accordingly convicted and expelled from the rights and benefits
of Freemasonry by a unanimous vote of the members present
at the trial. Two difficulties, however, appe'ar upon an inspec-
tion of the record, either of which is sufficient to set aside the
proceedings in the case.

In the first place, notice to attend the trial was served only
upon those members residing, as the record states, ¢ within a
reasonable distance” of the Lodge. In another part of the
record, the Secretary states that he notified ¢ all who resided
within the county in which the Lodge is located.” As hat
been repeatedly bheld in former cases by the Grand Lodge,
there is no warrant or anthority in the Grand Regulations for
such a restricted notice as this; the provision being that ‘the
examination of the charges shall be had in a Lodge specially
notified and convened for the purpose,” ete. It is the privi-
lege of all the members to attend trials, and it is the right of a
respondent to have all notified to appear and pass judgment
upon his case.

The other objection to the validity of the proceedings in this
trial grows out of a defect in the service made upon the
respondent. The Grand Regulations prescribe the manner in
which the service shall be made upon respondents, under differ-
ent circumstances, so clearly as to leave no room for doubt:
¢ If his residence be out of the State and unknown, the Lodge
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may proceed to examine the charges, ez parte; but if known, a
sommons shall be sent him by mail, or otherwise, sixty days,
at least, before the time appointed for the examination.” The
record discloses the fact that the residence of the respondent
vwas out of the State, but known, to wit, at Slatersville, R. I.
The certificate of the Secretary is that he notified the respond-
ent eichteen days before the time of the meeting. This was
clearly in violation of the regulation requiring a summons in
such cases to be sent at least sixty days before the time
appointed for the examination.

Inasmuch, therefore, as this record discloses upon its face two
palpable violations of the Grand Regulations in such cases
made and provided, the proceedings cannot be confirmed, but
the case should be remanded to Solomon’s Temple Lodge,
for 2 new trial, should the Lodge desire it.

Tracy P. CHEEVER,

EpwWARD AVERY,

SeLwIN Z. BowyaN,
Commttee.

The report was accepted and the recommendation
adopted.

The committee to whom was referred the Grand Master’s
Annual Report of Dec. 13, 1871, submitted the following
report, which was adopted.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GRAND MASTER'S ANNUAL
REPORT OF DECEMBER 13, 1871.

The committee to whom was referred the Annual Report of
the Grand Master, made December 13, 1871, ask loave to
report : — .
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Owing to the delay in the preparation for the press of the
materials for the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge for the last
year, and in the publication of the elegant Yolume comprising
them, the committee did not have the report presented to them
for their consideration until after the last Quarterly Communi-
cation. They find that it contains a clear and succinet account
of the doings of the Grand Lodge,. not only during the past
year, but also during the last three years, comprising the whole
period of the administration of the rei:iring Grand Master.

The Grand Lodge may well congratulate itself upon the
promising fruits of his successful labors. The most embarrass-
ing trouble that beset the Grand Lodge three years ago was
the financial complication involved by the building of the
Tempte. "The report shows a gradual reduction of the enor-
mous debt created in this great undertaking, and its final
consolidation into a single mortgage of $300,000, leaving only
_ a small floating-debt, easily managed and chiefly held as a safe
investment by Masonic institutions. The credit of the Grand
Lodge has always been faithfully protected, several of the
Brethren having always been ready to sustain it when neces-
sary, by lending their endorsements and by making advances
from their own resources. Although the retiring Grand
Master modestly disclaims any praise for this most favorable
financial condition, it cannot be doubted, that the energy,
devotion and watchful care of all the interests of the Grand
Lodge, which he brought to the discharge of his duties, served
to inspire confidence in those most liberal and sagacious Breth-
ren, and thereby contributed largely as an inducing cause to
this happy result.

The reference made in the report to the performance of the
duties purely Masonic reminds the Grand Lodge of what it
has always observed during the preceding administration. All
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these have been systematically and wisely discharged. While
the dignity of the Grand Master’s office has never been lowered,
that of the subordinate offices has been elevated by being
entrusted with greater powers. Masonry has thriven and has
grown stronger by the increased confidence and honor be-
stowed upon local officers. The Grand Lodge has been fully
informed of everything done in its name; the old landmarks
have been carefully ascertained and adhered to; and when new
precedents have been established, the reasons therefor have
been clearly expounded. All this has been to the credit of
Masonry, and to its advancement in this jurisdiction.

In considering this valedictory report, the committee feel
that they may well express the entire satisfaction of the Grand
Lodge with the performance by the retiring Grand Master of
his arduous official duties, and its most hearty congratulations
for the great success which has crowned his unremitting
labors in its behalf.

The only suggestion which the committee feel constrained to
make with a view of strengthening the financial situation, and
increasing the resources of the Grand Lodge for the promotion
of charity, is, that the right of the Grand Lodge as a charitable
corporation to hold that portion of its real estate which it
occupies for its own purposes, exempt from taxation, should be
ssserted. The report shows that for the past two years an
average tax of $5,600 has been assessed upon this building and
paid to the city. Under the law, only the first story of the
Temple should be taxed ; and more than half of this sum mijght
be saved. The saving would about pay the interest on the
debt of 850,000 to the Grand Charity Fund. The committee
therefore recommend that the Board of Directors be instructed
to take the necessay measures to procure for the future such an
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abatement of the tax as is due to the Grand Lodge as a chari-
table corporation.
’ G. WaASHINGTON WARREN,
EDWARD AvVERY,
S. Z. BowMaN,
Commaittee.

The Committee on By-Laws presented their report,
which was received, and its recommendation adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.

Boston, Septemberlll, 1872.
To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts :—

The committee to whom was referred the examination of
By-Laws beg leave to make the following report : —

Your committee would recommend for approval by the Grand
Lodge, the By-Laws as amended and adopted by the following
Lodges: —

Risine Star LobpGE, Stoughton. Caicoree LobpgEg, Chicopee.

" PaurL DEaN Lopgg, North Easton. BaasLBec Lopgg, East Boston.
Koxonasser Lopgk, Cohasset. Doric Lopce, Hudson.
ABERDOUR LoODGE, Boston. GoLpeEN FLEECE Lop¢e, Lynn.

St. Paur’s Lopae, Ayer.

Also of Orive Brance Lopoge, Millbury, with the amend-
ment made by your committee, to wit: Article 7, Section 4,
strike out the words “ by vote of the Lodge,” and insert the
words ¢ renewed and ” before ¢ referred to a new committee.”

CT C. Daxug,
D. T. V. HuNTtoON,
Committee.
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The Committee on Charters submitted their report, which
was received, the recommendations adopted, and Char-
ters granted to Williams Lodge, Williamstown, and Grey-
lock Lodge, North Adams; and the Dispensation of
Spencer Lodge continued till the second Wednesday in
December next.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS.

IXN GraNp Lobpae, September 11, 1872.

The committee of the Grand Lodge to whom were referred
the several petitions that Charters be granted to Greylock,
Williams and Spencer Lodges respectively, have considered the
same and ask leave to report: —

The petitions on behalf of Greylock and Williams Lodges
come recommended by the District Deputy Grand Master of
the District, and he appeared before the committee on their
bebalf. The committee find the proceedings of these two
Lodges to be regular; their records to be well-kept; the By-
Laws to be according to Masonic usage; and the evidence of
the work done by them to be satisfactory. They therefore
recommend that Charters be granted to them.

With regard to the petition on behalf of Spencer Lodge,
the committee do not find that it is approved by the District
Deputy Grand Master. Upbn inspection of the records of this
Lodge, it appears that they have not been signed and attested
by the Secretary ; and the returns show that no work has been
done by them under the Dispensation. For this, and for
other reasons apparent upon the face of the records, the com-
mittee recommend that the petition for a Charter to. Spencer
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Lodge be not granted, and that the Dispensation of said Lodge
be continued till the Annual Communication in December next.

G. WaASHINGTON WARREN,
WM. D. SEELy,

CHARLES MOORE,
Commitiee.

W. Br. John M. Rodocanachi presented a paper upon
the financial interests of the Grand Lodge, which, on mo-
tion, was referred to a committee consisting of W. Broth-
ers J. M. Rodocanachi, Frederick D. Ely and Caleb
Blodgett, Jr., and the Board of Directors.

The following resolution, submitted through the Grand
Secretary, was adopted : —

Whereas that part of the town of Groton in which
Caleb Butler Lodge is located by its Charter has been in-
corporated by Act of the Legislature of the Common-
wealth into the town of Ayer, therefore,

Resolved, That the jurisdiction of Caleb Butler Lodge shall embrace the
territorial limits of the newly incorporated town of Ayer.

The following committees were granted further time : —

On the petition of William H. Clemence of Lowell, for
formal healing.

On the Communication from the Grand Lodge of
Saxony.

On the Constitutional provision by which a rejected can-
didate may apply to another Lodge.

On amendments proposed to

Part I., Article ITI., Section 1.
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Part IIX., Article IV., Section 4.

On misrepresentation in case of Seth Winslow.

On jurisdictional limits of Lodges as affected by muni-
cipal changes. '

On Ritual and the Revision of the Grand Constitutions.

On Complaint of Siloam Lodge in reference to a viola-
tion of jurisdiction.

On Olive Branch Lodge versus Blackstone River
Lodge.

On Communication of Grand Lodge of Italy.

At twenty minutes past four o’clock p.mM., the Grand
Lodge was closed in AvpLE ForM, with prayer by R.W.
Rev. Charles H. Titus, acting Grand Chaplain.

A true abstract from the Records.

Attest :
CHARLES H. TITUS,
Recording Grand Secretary.
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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION.

ee ™

Y At

June 14, A. L. 5872.

L. COMMUNICATION OF THE MosT WORSHIPFUL
)6E OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHU-
held at North Attleborough, on Friday, the
ay of June, A.L. 5872, A.D: 1872, for the
laying the Corner-stone of Grace Protestant
hurch in that town.

o
PARIS A

PRESENT:

DwiegaT NicKersoK . . Grand Master.

L L. Evererr . . . . Deputy Grand Master.
"KiMBALL . . . . . Senior Grand Warden.
C. LAWRENCE, @8 . . . dJunior Grand Warden.

Past Grand Master, as
 PAREMAN . . . . . { Grand Treasurer.
M.P.Wmis . . . . Past Deputy Grand Master.

Recording Grand Secretary,
e {au Grand Chaplain.
} W. Moore. . . . . Corresponding Grand Sec'y.
1. CaessMAN . .,. . Grand Marshal.
}. SMrTH, @8 . . . . . Senior Grand Deacon.
B. MoYHEW,as . . . Junior Grand Deacon.

Grand Pursuivant, as
lopocANACHT . . . . { Senior Grand Steward.
JuxTOoON, a8 . . . . . Junior Grand Steward.
DCOCK « . . . .« . . Architect.

x A. Pi1eroE. . . . . Grand Tyler.

s H. Titus . .

nd Lodge was opened in AMPLE Fory in a
led room at the Wamsutta House, at thirty
t one o’clock .M.

-,

tl

R e
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A procession of the Brethren was for
of Bristol Commandery of Knights Te
field, led by the North Attleborough B
Bristol Lodge of that village, in full nu
delegations from Ezekiel Bates Lodge
Saint James Lodge of Mansfield, an
Lodge of Foxborough, and the membe
Lodge in carriages which bad been provi
pose. The procession presented a :
marching through the leading thorot
beautiful village.

On arriving at the site of the new c!
Brethren who had formed the processi
cort, were arranged in due order around
the stone was to be laid, and listened :
church service which preceded the Masor

When - this service was concluded, -
include the laying of the corner-stoi
Master was formally requested by th
church, in behalf of his Wardens and
corner-stone of the new edifice, to b
Church, agreeably to ancient Masonic for

The Grand Master made fitting respc
the trust, and proceeded to lay the co
cordance with the ritual heretofore publi
ceedings of the Grand Lodge, with such
made desirable by the character of the
erected.

After the reading of a lesson from the
and prayer by the acting Grand Cha
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r read the following list of articles placed
)OX : —

e.
ommon Prayer.

torical sketch of Grace Church, North Attleborough.
ociation and By-Laws of Grace Church.

clesiastical service used on the occasion.

f the M.W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for the

laying of the corner-stone, made by the W. Master of

-Laws of Bristol Lodge.
ic Documents.

rt of the Officers of the town of Attleborough, for the
, 1872,

"he Attleborough Chronicle ® of June 8, 1872.
"he Churchman ” of June 8, 1872.
'he Episcopal Register ” of June 8, 1872.

Che Boston Post,” ¢‘ The Boston Daily Globe,” ¢ The
urnal,” and the ¢ Boston Commercial Bulletin,” of

h Documents.

rand Treasurer deposited the box in the
for its reception. The Grand Master
ent, and invited the Rector of the Church
8o doing. The stone was lowered to its
in due form.

having been made with the flourish of
enediction was pronounced by the acting
, and the large assembly dispersed.
bdge was escorted to the Wamsutta House,
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and, retiring to the place of opening, wa
ForxM at fifteen minutes before four o’clc
A true abstract from the Records.
Attest :
CHARLES H

Recording
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OctoBER 7, A.L. 5872.

OMMUNICATION OF THE M
ODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS
sventh day of October, A.]
nrpose of laying the Corne
e erected on Captain’s Hill
 memory of Capramn My1
ssioned military officer of

PRESENT:

BT NICKERSON . Grand Master.
wELL EvErerr . . Deputy Grand
Past Grand ]
Grand War(
REVER. . . . . Junior Grand’
wWI8 . . . . . PastGrand M:
\RD . + .+ + « o ¢« ¢
CoOoLIDGE . . . L ¢
DAME . . . { “ “
e Grand Secr
GARDNER. . . . FPastGrand M:

xS

, Past Deputy
HOMPSON ‘ { Grand Mar
TON . . . . . PastGrand W
AWRENCE . . . o ¢
EPPARD . . . . “ “
BURR, « « . . . ¢ ¢
LLAN . . . . . Grand Treasu

Moore . . . . Corresponding
LAWRENCE . . . D.D.G. Mastc
RY . & = o o & “ “
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W. HENxrRY ENDICOTT . . . . . . Ofthe Board of Directors.
Br. GEORGE O. CARPENTER. . . . ¢ e o
R.W. Crarres H. TiTus . . . . . Acting Grand Chaplain.
W. WiLLian H. CressMaNy . . . . Grand Marshal.

W. ANpDREW G. SMi?™H, as ... . . Senior Grand Deacon.

W.JomN VaLL . . . . « . . . Junior Grand Deacon.

W.R.M. Fierp,as . . . . . . Grand Steward.

W. Jos~x F. NEwToN,as. . . . ¢ o

Be. THoMAs CaBILL, @8 . . . . . Grand Sword-Bearer.
Grand Standard-Bearer, ]

W. LovELL BIOKNELL . .0. . . { of Working Tools.

W. JouN M. RODOCANACHI . . . . Grand Pursuivant.

W. WiLLiamM F. Davis,as . . . . “ ¢

W. WiLLiax H. Sampsox . . . . Bearer of Three Great Lig!

W. HeNney BoweN . . . . . . . Bearer of Book of Constitu

W.Z.L.BICKNELL . . . . . . . Bearer of Golden Vesgel of

RW.E. W.BuRR. . . . . . . Bearerof Silver Cup of W

W. ABNER HOLBROOK . . . . . . LU €« Q

Br. GEORGE G. GOovE . . . . . . Bearer of Mallet and Gave

Br. FREDERICK A. PiERCE . . . . Grand Tyler.

The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE Fom
Grand L(;dge Hall, Masonic Temple, Boston, at tv
minutes past eight o’clock A.M., and having been
ducted by the Grand Marshal to the street in front o
Temple, was escorted to the Old Colony Depot b;
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Bo:
and at ten minutes past nine o’clock a.m., left Bostc
special train for Duxbury, arriving at the latter pla
fifteen minutes before eleven o’clock. By invitati
the Company doing escort duty, the officers and men
of the Grand Lodge partook of a collation which w
readiness near the station in Duxbury.

The procession was formed under the escort of
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, and w
from the Railroad Station at twelve o’clock, for Cap:
Hill, the site of the Monument, one mile distant.
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e of Plymouth, and Corner Stone Lodge
ediately preceded the Grand Lodge,
and marched in the procession in the

rshal. Grand Tyler.
Grand Pursuivants,
Grand Stewards.
g Tools. Bearer of the Mallet and Gavel.
Grand Chaplain.
istrict Deputy Grand Masters.
Grand Secretaries.
Grand Treasurer.
thren of the Board of Directors.
Past Grand Wardens.
Pust Deputy Grand Masters.
Past Grand Masters.
rer of the Three Great Lights.
p of Oil. Bearer of the Cup of Wine.
d Warden. Senior Grand Warden.
er of the Golden Vessel of Corn.
Deputy Grand Master.
rer of the Book of Constitutions.
THE GRAND MASTER. Grand Deacon.

Grand Sword Bearer.

n moved towards Captain’s Hill a salute
battery stationed upon the hill. After
te of the monument, the officers of the
nt Association directed the preliminary
g of prayer by Rev. Dr. Webb, of
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Boston, and an address by Gen. Horace
President of the Association. At the
address, Nathaniel Adams, Esq., Maste
formally requested the M.W. Grand 1
corner-stone, as follows : —

Most WorsHIPFUL GRAND MasTER:—'T
all the documents, and other contribution
permitted to be placed therein, together
plate, has been sealed, and is ready to be
prepared for its reception in the bed of the
stone is now ready to be placed in its p
course upon which is to be erected & monu
of that noble man, Myles Standish.

And I have the honor now to place it i
the purpose of being laid with the solemn a
monies of that ancient order, of which you
in this Commonwealth.

The M.W. Grand Master received t
of the stone, and proceeded to lay the

- ancient form.

The acting Grand Chaplain read a les:
Scriptures and offered prayer.

The acting Grand Secretary read th
the metallic plate, and the list of article
in, as follows : —
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—

THE CORNER-STONE

or

ANDISH MEMORIAL,

ymemoration of the Character and Services of

IN MYLES STANDISH,

rst Commissioned Military Officer of New England,
mmit of Captain’s Hill, in Duxbury,
UNDER THE SUPERINTENDENCRE OF

Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts,

IN PRESENCE OF

\NDISH MONUMENT ASSOCIATION,

BY THE

dge of Free Masons of Massachusetts,

. SERENO D. NICKERSON, GRAND MASTER,
renth Day of October, A.D. 1872,

'NDRED AND FIFTY-SECOND YEAR SINCE THE FIRST
SETTLEMENT OF NEW ENGLAND
BY

PILG-R'IM FOREFATHERS,
——e0 2000

E CONBECRATED AUGUST 17, 1871;

[ATION INCORPORATED MAY 4, 1872;

GANIZED, AND GROUND BROKEN, JUNE 17, 1872;
OF FOUNDATION LAID AUGUST 9, 1872,

—

.
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LIST OF PAPERS IN THE BOX PLACED UNDER

1.
2.

CORNER-STONE OF THE STANDISH MONUMEN]

Programme of the exercises, Oct. 7, 1872.
Plate and proof for box, and other papers of the Associati

history of Myles Standish.

. Acts and resolves of the State of Massachusetts, 1872.

. Records of the various Counties of Massachusetts.

History of Duxbury.
Catalogue of Prince’s Library, deposited in the Public Librs

7. Catalogue of Harvard College.
8. Catalogue of Amherst College.
9. Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, Worcest

Papérs from Massachusetts Historic and Genealogical Socie

. Catalogues and papers from Brown University.
. Catalogues and papers from Tufts College.
. Silver plate of Roster of the Ancient and Honorable Artille

. List of Officers and Chaplains of the Ancient and Honorab]

lery Company.

16.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
28.
24.
25.

26.
taken

Officers of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanics Associa
Adjuta.n&-(}ener&l'a Report of Massachusetts, 1871.

Records from the Companies of the Military of Massachuse!
“ Hingham Journal.”

¢ The Commonwealth.”

¢Old Colony Memorial.”

Roll of Co. C, 1st Reg’t Infantry, M. V. M. Claflin Guard.
Roll of Concord Artillery.

Current Newspupén of Massachusetts.

Proceedings of Cable Celebration at Duxbury.

A piece of Forefathers’ Rock.

A piece of the hearth-stone of the original Myles Standish
from the ruins.
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f the M.W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for 1872.

' the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts at the Quarterly
[arch, June and September, 18732.

nry Price, Esq., first Grand Master of the Grand
tts, presented at the Annual Communication, Dec.
. William S. Gardner.

Celebration of the Feast of Saint John the Evange-
71.

-Laws of Corner Stone Lodge, Duxbury.

\nd Treasurer placed the box in the cavity

aster spread the cement, assisted, at his
President of the Association, the Master
and several gentlemen of the Standish
nts of Myles Standish. '

 lowered to its place by three motions,
Grand Honors and soft strains of music

3 tested according to ancient form, and
are, Level and Plumb, and truly laid.
Oil were poured thereon, and the bless-
me Architect invoked, and proclamation
1 with flourish of trumpets.

 hymn prepared for the occasion was
ccompanying : —

i
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. HYMN.

By W. Be. WnLrax T. Apaxs.

H ’ A AR — America.
L.

: 4 Father of heaven and earth,

. . In whom all power hath birth,
. Thy name we call!

And from our hearts thy praise

In grateful songs we raise

For thine abounding grace,
Which crowneth all.

I

Thy blessing, God of love,
Send down from heaven above
Our work upon.
. This corner square is laid,
This corner plumb is made,
‘With strength and beauty myed,
Like fanes long gone.

3

e —

I,

The Christian soldier here,
V. hose fame the Craft revere,
The true and brave,
‘We honor in our rite;
For he the Pilgrims’ night
* Changed to a hopeful light,
‘When peace he gave.

-

e ————

Iv.

Corn, Wine and Oil we pour,

Great God, this corner o’er,
And look to Thee

That all our work be blest;

And ever may it rest,

Till, o’er the east and vest,
All earth is free.

S

P

N e
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od bless the happy land,
eft by the Pilgrim band
The world to save!

od bless the work begun,
od bless the column done;
he Christian hero’s sun
Shall know no grave!

nd Chaplain pronounced the be
ige was courteously invited to
and Honorable Artillery Com
for the occasion. The invit:
d by the Grand Master, and t!
the Grand Lodge.
jon of the feast, the Commanc
n Edward Wyman, called upc
ontlemen present, who respond
ldresses.
nd Master, being called upon at
Grand Lodge of Massachu

. GRAND MASTER NICKERSON
E ANCIENT AND HONORABLE A
BURY, OCTOBER 7, 1872.

: — It seems eminently fit and [

0’ occasion intended to do honor

r of the New World should be p

pilitary organization on this com

ves of the oldest human organizs
L]
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It is true, sir, that the members of the Fraternity I |
honor to represent are men of peace. Love of mankin
of the first lessons we are taught in Masonry. Peac
and harmony are the grand aims we have in view. If
were Masons, and all lived ap to the -principles we
there would be no work for military organizations
unhappily, such is not the case, and therefore we must
to preach the gospel of Peace, and you and we, if 1
must be ready to fight for it.

Although the two organizations would seem, at first
to have nothing in common, yet history shows them
been often in very close connection, especially in this

First among the military men whom we are proud to

members of our Fraternity, we reckon him who was
war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his count
On many public as well as private occasions, he
regalia of Master of a Lodge, presented to him by Ma
Lafayette, and which she had wrought with her own
For many years after General Washington’s death thi:
was sacredly preserved, and never was worn by ar
person until it was assumed by the Marquis de Lafaye
self, on the occasion of his reception by the Lodge i
andria in the year 1824.
+ 1t is a fact, which will probably be new to many of j
during the whole of the Revolutionary War every
officer was a Mason. It was the special request of
Washington that all of them should be connected !
Fraternity. Furthermore, I believe it to be true, tha
most of that war nearly all the officers above the rank
tain were members of our Order.

General Joseph Warren, who laid down his life for |
try at the battle of Bunkers Hill on the 17th of Jun
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hich General Washington received his com-
\nder-in-Chief, was, at that very time, our
Grand Master.
nd you of the long roll of officers, Brethren
who rendered distinguished service to the
e War of the Rebellion. Of the many
among the rank and file, I think it is not too
they were among the best soldiers; a fact
in a large degree to our principles and our
\tter of subordination, obedience to consti-
| regard for law and order.
to later times, I may instance the fact that
the Brethren who have accompanied me to-
members of the Ancient and Honorable
, and we claim about the same proportion
worn your uniform.
that Myles Standish was one of the Craft,
actised in an exemplary manner the four car-
are most impressively inculcated as binding_
emperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice.
2d that he ever failed in the exercise of these
the instance recorded by the poet, when he
2ather, and confessed,—

a fortress and summon the place to surrender;

, woman with such a proposal I dare not.

yullets, nor shot from the mouth of a cannon;

g ‘No!’ point-blank from the mouth of a woman,
n afraid of, nor am I ashamed to confess it.”

not such as to encourage others to follow his
are told that the messenger and the maiden
setween them, and left the ¢ little Captain ”

.
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162 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF |

out in the cold. I trust the Ancients will always ha
courage to speak for themselves in such cases, althong]
obliged to confess that some in my company have thus fa
sadly lacking in this kind of fortitude.

Myles Standish found this —

¢¢ A land of sand and sickness and sorrow, '
Short allowance of victual, and plenty of nothing but Gospel.

We have found abundance of sand, but, thanks
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, no ¢ short
ance of victual.” For these pleasures of the table, and
numerous other courtesies you have extended to us to-da;
mit me, Mr. Commander, to return our sincere thanks, and |
clude with the hope that, while we shall continue to pres
Gospel of Peace, the members of both organizations n
found in the future, as in the past, to stand shoulder to
der, ready, if need be, to fight for it.

At the conclusion of the addresses following the d
the Brethren returned to the depot without form, ar
by special train for Boston at ten minuates past six c
P.M.

The Brethren, on arriving at Boston, proceeded
mally to the Masonic Temple, and convened in the
of the Grand Secretary.

Upon motion of Past Grand Master R.W. W
Parkman, it was unanimously

Voted, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be tend
the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company for their
and the other courtesies extended to us upon the occa
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of the corner-stone of the Standish Monument this
that the Grand Secretary be instructed to communi-
ote to Captain Edward Wyman, the Commander.

-ty minutes past eight o’clock p.M., the Grand
s closed in AmpLE ForM.
abstract from the Records.
Attest:
. CHARLES H. TITUS,
Recording Grand Secretary.
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SPECIAL COMMUNICAT:

OcroBErR 10, A.L. 5872.

A SpeciaL  COMMUNICATION OF THI
LopGE OoF MassAcHUSETTS was held at |
Boston, on Thursday, the tenth day o
5872, A.D. 1872, for the purpose of att«
nication of St. Andrew’s Lodge, held in
of the fiftieth anniversary of the memt
Br. Charles W. Moore in said Lodge.

M.W. SEreNOo DwieHT NICKERSON

R.W. PercivaL L. EvEReTT .
R.W. CHARLES KIMBALL . . .
R.W. Tracy P. CHEEVER .
R.W. WinsLow Lewis .
R.W. JonN T. HEArRD. . .
R.W. WiLLiax D. CooLipge

- R.W. WiLLiaAM PAREMAN . .
R.W. CaarLes C. Dang. . .
R.W. WiLLiaAM S. GARDNER

R.W. GEORGE WASHINGTON WARREN

R.W. MagrsaaLL P. WiLper

R.W. CHARLES LEVI WOODBURY .

R.W. WiLLiax W. BAgKer . .
R.W. WiLLiaM SuTrTON . . .

R.W. SamueL P. OLIver. . ..

R.W. WiLLiam F.*SaLmon . .
., R.W. Samuer C. LAWRENCE .
R.W.JoaN FLINTr . . . . .
R.W. Joex H. SHEPPARD . .
R.W. BExJaMIN DEaAx . . .
R.W. JoeN McCLELLAN . .
R.W. CaarLes H. Titus . .
R.W. CHARLES W. MOORE .
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LAwrENCE . . .
'HESSMAN . . . .
« « Junior Grand Deacon.
JOW . 4 . . . Grand Organist.

. . Grand Tyler.

D. D. G. Master, District No. 1.
Grand Marshal.

g eminent Masonic Brethren from abroad
y invitation, with the Grand Lodge : —

AH H. DruMMoONxD, Portland, Past Grand Master of
" Maine.

oMA8 A. Dovre, Providence, Past Grand Master of
f Rhode Island.

LEsTER PETERS, St. John, Past Grand Master of the

ew Brunswick.
Esq., of Ohio.

Lodge was opened in AMPLE Forum at five
 seven o’clock p.M. in the office of the
y, and conducted by the Grand Marshal
| Lodge Hall, where the members of St.
e, with their ladies and invited guests, had
he special services of the evening'.

n of the committee of St. Andrew’s Lodge

scort the Grand Lodge into the Grand

rother Samuel H. Gregory, presented the
Master to the Worshipful Master of the
Andrew, Brother Thomas E. Chamberlain,
his gratification in welcoming the Grand
, officers and members of the Grand Lodge

him, on an occasion of so much interest to

odge.

Grand Master, in reply, alluded to the
:d by him and the members of the Grand
g with the Lodge of Saint Andrew to cele-
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brate in fitting manner the fifty years’ membership
who had been so long and so honorably connecte
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

The hall was well prepared for the occasion, a fle
light from the massive chandeliers chasing away all
ness. Upon the altar was arranged a profusion of
flowers, which shed their grateful fragrance throu
the apartment. The marble bust of Brother Moonr
been tastefully decorated for the evening with a
leaves, flowers, open butterflies mingling with the bra
of evergreen —emblem of immortality —and a bi
paradise holding above the head a wreath of immor

The following words were sung by a select choir :-

I.

Hail! Brother Masons, hail!

Let friendship long prevail,
And bind us fast;

May harmony and peace

Our happiness increase,

And friendship never cease
While life doth last.

II.

Sincerity and love,
Descending from above,
Our minds employ ;
Morality our pride,
And Truth our constant guide,
‘With us are close allied,
And firm our joy.

1.

We on the Level meet,

And every Brother greet
Skilled in our art;

And when our labor’s past,

Each Brother’s hand wé'll grasp,

Then on the Square at last,
Friendly we’ll part.
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Iv.

May Wisdom be our care,

And Virtue form the Square
By which we live;

That we at last may join

The Heavenly Lodge sublime,

‘Where we shall perfect shine
With God above.

, Master of the Lodge of Saint Andrew intro-
other Moore to the assembly, who proceeded to
e following address : —

OF R.W. BR. CHARLES W. MOORE ON THE FIF-
ANNIVERSARY OF HIS MASONIC MEMBERSHIP IN
DGE OF SAINT ANDREW.

EN OF St. ANDREW'S LopGe: — The occasion on
are assembled is to me one of peculiar interest. It

2 of great personal embarrassment. T stand here to-
the presence of this large assemblage of ladies and
hed Brethren, to speak to you, in the first place, of
Lodge, and may, thereby, perchance, appear to the
of other Lodges, to claim for that of Saint Andrew an
>stige and prominence; and, in the second place, to

my own lifelong labors in connection with it, and
>ause of Masonry in general, somewhat more at large
er any other circumstances, I should feel it becoming

, to do. .
enerous kindness has imposed upon me this delicate
| though it may not be performed without more or less
the possible invidiousness that may arise from these
that kindness demands, as an act, no less of grati-
, of duty, that I should manfully meet the require-

the occasion.

AT ia e
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First and chiefly as regards our own beloved
small in numbers, but strong in its antecedents, an
proud of its present honorable position. My sul
remarks will show that, in the most trying and
period ever passed through by Masonry, it was
fortune, as it is its honorable source of pride to
have been placed in the post of danger,—in the ve
guard of the small army that had to resist th
assaults of the numerous hosts of enemies, who rallie
the artfully-combined standards of political intrigue a
rant bigotry, to misrepresent, insult, crush and extermi
Masonic Institution in this country; and that post c
and of danger St. Andrew’s Lodge faithfully, unflis
maintained. Malevolence, insult, private and public
were unavailing in their efforts to make a single meml
yield a foot of ground, or prove untrue to what he kne
the cause of truth and justice. I feel an honorabl
in being able to say, that in this entire unity and unw
fidelity of all her members she stood grandly alone, ai
out a rival among her sister Lodges in the Commonweal

Amid the generous rivalry of arms, we have never fc
regiments that were placed on parts of the fleld dista
what eventually became the culminating point of strife,
ing, with a narrow jealousy, their comrades, whom cha
called to the post of greatest glory, but rather, both in ¢
brave armies and in ‘those of other lands, have we rea
less-favored soldier generously re-echoing the praises
Brethren who had so nobly borne the brunt and burder
strife. -

Surely, then, in a Brotherhood like ours, whose four
principles are pnselfishness and brotherly love, I may |
than justified in hoping, nay, rather, firmly. believin
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ecord of St. Andrew’s Lodge in the crisis of
le of life and death —for such it was, nor
vill not be considered by any of our Brethren
iously upon their equally honored Lodges.
> the more embarrassing point, — my own
use of Masonry. Here I venture to base
acquittal of any charge of egotism, on the
bors —indeed, my whole life, with all its
, struggles, sorrows and joys — have been so
ind bound up with that of our own Lodge, and
ge, that I cannot separate the one from the
it be right to attempt te do so. When a man
the Psalmist’s allotted limit of life ; when from
-ground of more than ¢ threescore years and
ck over the long and often perilous march
he continuous, undeviating prosecution and
e with which all his hopes, affections, and
been identified ; when he knows that, in the
" nature, his labors must be well-nigh ended,
r presumption nor immodesty in adverting to
of his career, the trials and dangers encoun-
tories at last gloriously won by the united
thren and himself. If I may compare the
1e present with the great ones of the past, I
hority of more than one of the sages of antig-
. this is not only the privilege, but the duty
3; and in Masonry, beyond all other institu-
ice of the older Brethren may reasonably be
eived with favor by the younger.
onscious of many short-comings in my career,
to accomplish fully the objects aimed at;
at the bitter struggle and trials of that strife

— -
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uinst the enemies of our Order, in which so many y
earlier Masonic life were passed, may have left a |
ress of sternness and inflexibility which do not fs
resent the truer emotions of the heart. Yet, with
I stand before you to-night, I feel that I bave n¢

loyal to the great and good principles of our Order.
1 to its interests, my thoughts, affections, labors,

'n heartily, unselfishly devoted now for fifty years, a
'ond to that hope of future happiness which every C
in must cherish, is the hope that, when my place ar

all at length become vacant, my memory may in som:
cherished as that of a Mason, true to his Order ar
ethren, through life unto death.

[o some of the incidents of that long career, —
'm connected with this Lodge,—1I may, with pr
iefly allude, in the belief that, from the brotherly }
d affection you have shown me on this, as on all form
ns, they will not be without interest to you.

[n February, 1822, T was proposed for the degrees of 1
Massachusetts Lodge, then as now, one of the thre
this city, and, but for the intervention of business
nts, I should have been received into Masonry on t!
; of my coming of age. Before that evening arrive
i, I was called, temporarily, to the State of Maine
May following, I was admitted in Kennebec Lodge, at
, with the consent and approbation of the Lodge i
ad been originally proposed. I received the third de
: evening of the 12th of June, and was furnished s
12l Diploma, bearing the signature of the learned and
shed Brother, S1MON GREENLEAF, as Grand Maste
and Lodge of Maine (then in the second year of i
'e), who was afterwards Law Professor at Harvard
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- returned to Boston, and commence
»int editor of a public newspaper, i
irst Masonic article. Itisina spiri
‘ho has permitted me to labor sa lon
measure of usefulness, —and not s
>ecoming vanity, — that I now briefl
ts of that career.

what was not only the first Masoni
out in the world, — the ¢¢ Masoni
the best of my ability, I fought th
st Anti-Masonry from that year up t
1bsequently till 1841, in the Masoni
paper. In November of the latte
'mason’s Magazine,” as an exclusivel
the only one then in the world base
3 very generally predicted that such
uld not long be sustained, and friends
anticipated its early decay and dowr
e alike to that Providence who ha
en who have sustained me, I am abl
rontinued to this day, — still a purel
career unequalled in duration by an
1e above period, my pen has been co1
elucidation and defence of the gres
', its history, antiquities, jurispn
interest and value to sound Masonr
cts it will be seen that I am the olde:

8 here named, and in some othe¢
[ have been in duty compelled ofter
dasonic Period, to use ‘decisive an
vere language, in reply to the bitt:
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and malicious assaults of our unprincipled enemies. Soru
times, also, at later dates, I have felt called upon to conte
against innovations and encroachments on the ‘old lar
marks ” of our Institution; but, as I look back over the pag
of the past, I feel happy in the consciousness that, however
times I may have been mistaken in my views or judgment, !
pen was never false to what I believed to be the best intere:
of Masonry, nor was ever influenced or directed by any narrc
personal, or vindictive feeling.

And now, Brethren, to return to this honored Lodge, and 1
connection with it. In September, 1822, I was proposed
membership in St. Andrew’s Lodge, by Professor John R. C
ting, then acting Chaplain of the Lodge, and on the 10th d
of October following, I was admitted to membership, — F1s
YEARS AGO TO-NIGHT !

It would probably be interesting to the present members
the Lodge, were I to trace out in detail the many reminiscenc
happy and mournful, which crowd in dense array upon f
memory, as I look back through this long vista of half a c:
tury and note the numerous changes and vicissitudes, whi
like milestones, dot the whole course of the journey, markir
in regular gradation, the progress of our beloved Lodge. [
to do this in so full a manner as my own heart would dicta
and the subject itself would well deserve, would occupy
more space than your time to-night would render practicakt
To some few facts and persons, however, it would be both un|
coming and ungrateful not to refer.

In the year of my affiliation with it, Sty Andrew’s Loc
bore upon its Roll of Membership, the names of twenty-sev
Brethren, namely : —

Henry Fowle, Henry Purkitt, Benjamin Smith, Caleb Lori
Jr., Joab Hunt, Seth Lothrop, Martin Burr, Henry Hutch
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aniah Sampson, Benjamin Ingalls, James Washburn,
1es Loring, Seth Webber, Alexander Bowers, David
enjamin D. Baldwin, Alexander H. Jennings, Leonard
Jonas Chickering, Bela Lincoln, Calvin Lane, Moses
benezer C. Preston, Thomas W. Phillips, Augustus
shua Stone, and Charles W. Moore. Of all these
Brethren, the companions of my earliest relations
Lodge, I am the sole survivor, the oonnectiﬁg tie
he past and the present. In the beautiful and touch-
of Charles Lamb,

‘I have had playmates, I have had companions,
In my days of childhood, in my joyful school-days.
All, all are gone, the old familiar faces.”

n the years 1801 and 1822 only thirty members had
itted, a circumstance probably attributable to the
 .condition of the private interests of the Lodge.
at same period, thirteen of those members had either
vithdrawn, leaving the number, at the close of the
, only seventeen, the lowest number to be found
oll since its organization in 1756. In the following
, ten new members were added to its list, making the
nber in that year, as already stated, twenty-seven.
 latter date, 1822, there.have been, at various
mitted to membership sixty-two Brethren. Twenty-
s namber have diéd, and three have withdrawn. You
yerceive that the total number of members, who have
ected with the Lodge since my admission, has been
e, of whom forty-eight have died, and three with-
ving thirty-eight as the present number of its mem-

he names of all those earlier Brethren well deserve to
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be held by us in reverential respect, there were several whose
distinguished integrity of character and eminent Masonic ser-
vices must ever awaken in the hearts and memories of the
members of St. Andrew’s Lodge, & more than ordinary degree
of reverent esteem and ardent affection. Nor can any Brother
cherish these sentiments more warmly and fervently than my-
self, for they were my honored teachers in Masonry; from
their wise precepts and noble examples were derived mny earli-
est and holiest Masonic inspirations, and to the same pure
source do I most gratefully ascribe that persistent conserva-
tism and firm attachment to the ancient laws and customs of
our Institution which have formed the guiding principle and
rule of my Masonic life.

The Senior of those twenty-seven Brethren was Henry
Fowle, who became a member of the Lodge in 1793. He was
a native of Medford, in this State, where he was born in 1766.
He was initiated into Masonry on the 10th of April, 1798, by
St. Andrew’s Lodge, which then held its meetings at the cele-
brated Green Dragon Tavern, and, in 1810, he was elected its
‘Worshipful Master, and held that office for seven consecutive
years, when he resigned, but was again elected in 1818, and
filled the position for two additional years. He was also the
first Master of Mount Lebanon Lodge of this city, and finished
- his honored career of life and Masonry in 1837, at the age of
seventy-one years. It is not consistent with the present occa-
sion to give his biography ; suffice it to say that, as a Mason,
he was unquestionably ¢ primus inter pares,” ¢ first among his
equals.” Probably no Brother of his time was better informed
than he in all the earlier formulas of our Institution, nor did
any exert a wider influence over its practical operations, or
labor more ardently and faithfully for its best interests and
solid prosperity. As a youth, he had been well instructed in
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rdinary branches of education, and in manhood he
considerable culture, fine physical development, and
nly bearing. Whatever may have been his misfor-
the winter of life, in its spring and summer and
1e never was known to forget or forsake the obliga-
1ad assumed, or the self-respect due to his high posi-
Mason.
in the order of time stands our late Brother Joab
other of those sterling ‘* North End Mechanics,” to
rergetic vigor, honest industry and inventive genius
vas 80 largely indebted for her early prosperity and
e rank among her sister cities of the Union.
r Hunt was initiated in St. Andrew’s Lodge in 1795,
tted to membership in the following year. I remem-
vell, and heartily adopt and endorse the words of his
- daughter, who says of him: ¢ He was a bright, glad,
n, without a shade of vulgarity, perfectly the master
ose little, nice arts and manners which give a zest to
tion and enliven it, with a true, constant and genial
nce in thought, word and deed; his face was always
7ith pleasure that had its source in his heart.”
8 a constant attendant at the meetings of the Lodge,
not seem ever to have taken any active part in the
of its Ritual, although he was always prompt and
serve on its charitable and other committees. What
his connection with the Lodge an intense and solemn
is the well-known circumstance that he died within its
d literally ¢ with his harness on.”
> 15th of November, 1827, the Lodge held its annual
for the election of officers. Our Brother, though but
vering from a severe illness, was anxious to be pres-
“his family objecting he pleasantly replied, I shall
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come home immediately after the choice of officers; we must
look after the young folks.” On enf,ering the hall, he was met
by his old friend, the late Brother John J. Loring, who says,
¢ We shook hands together ; he appeared cheerful as usual, and
some sportive remarks passed between us, as was our custom.”
The two, with Brother Henry Purkitt, sat down together on
one of the settees, and began conversing on the accident
Brother Hunt had lately met with. ¢ The conversation,” says
Brother Loring, ¢ changing to topics connected with the meet-
ing, Brother Hunt observed, ¢ I shall not be here many times
more, —the way seems longer every time;’ and immediately
dropped his head on Colonel Purkitt’s shoulder, who, suppos-
ing he was going to whisper to him something of a private
nature, listened attentively; but, at last, hearing nothing,
he started and exclaimed, ¢Brother Joab!’ There was no
reply. It was all over! One gasp,—not a groan or strug-
gle. ¢ He slept the sleep that knows no waking!’”

It is most painful to record, and almost too monstrous to be
believed, were it not an undeniable fact, that the Anti-Masons of
the day attempted to turn this sad incident to their own base pur-
poses, by more than insinuating in their newspapers, and by
plainly and positively asserting on placards posted freely in
the streets of this city and of New York, that Brother Hunt’s
. death was an act of vengeance on the part of the Lodge!
Miss Harriot K. Hunt, daughter of the deceased, writing of
the death of her father, says: ¢ When the great Anti-Masonic
excitement took place in the oommunitg;, my father’s death was
made the subject of wicked and slanderous accusations. Some
of the Anti-Masons called upon us (the family) to gather mate-
rials for their unrighteous rumors. They were met,” says this
loving daughter, ¢ with the rebuke they deserved.” The slander
was too base and vile even to gain credence with their own
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- ever ready as that party was to accept and endorse
ing that could, with the least probability of success, be
or the advancement of its own wicked purposes. :
onel Henry Purkitt was another of these old Brethren,
by his affability, long service, and generosity of charac-
ad won the love and confidence of his Brethren of the
, a8 he had gained that of his fellow-citizens at large.
as born in Boston, in 1755, was made a Mason in St.
ow’'s Lodge in 1796, and became a member in 1799. In
he was elected Junior Warden of the Grand Lodge. He
lso a member of St. Andrew’s Chapter, but his Masonic
st chiefly centred in the Lodge of which he was Master
1804 to 1806.

, it was, perhaps, as a member of the Board of Managers
e Association, then known as the ¢ Proprietors of the
. Dragon Tavern,” that he was enabled, by his business
ity and sterling honesty, to render the greatest service to
ethren. To him and his associates, and their careful and
ous management of that property, is the Lodge largely
ted for its present prosperity. He was by trade a cooper,
vhen a young man, was a quasi-member of that important
cal club known in the years immediately preceding the
ing out of the Revolution as “The Sons of Liberty.”
naster was an active member of the club, and when, on
6th of December, 1778, the destruction of the tea in
n Harbor was defermined upon, he ordered young Purkitt
iis fellow-apprentices to remain at home during the even-
Our Brother’s patriotic impulses could not, however, be
held in check, and he was consequently present at the
t and most eventful ¢ Tea-party” recorded in history.
e breaking out of the war he enlisted in the army, and
resent at the battles of Trenton and Brandywine. In
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1803 he was appointed by the Governor of the Commonwealt!
Inspector-General of Fish, which office he continued to ho
* for thirty-five years. He died at his residence in this cit;
March 5th, 1846, at the ripe old age of ninety-one years, ar
his funeral was attended by the Grand Lodge. Uprightnes
and exactness were prominent attributes of his character, an
universal love and charity for all mankind were sincerel
exhibited in his social intercourse.

There were two others of these old Brethren who joined tl
Lodge prior to the commencement of the present century, wit
whom, as well as with those mentioned, it was my good fortur
to be early associated, and to whose memory I should t
pleased to pay more than a passing tribute of respect, were
sufficiently familiar with their personal history. These wer
Captain Benjamin Smith and Caleb Loring, Junior. Brothe
Smith was admitted to membership in 1798. He was in ear]
life a sea-captain; but, relinquishing that profession, he a
cepted the appointment of Port Warden of Boston, which plac
he held for many years, and the duties of which he performe
to the great acceptance of the mercantile community.

In the Lodge he was punctual in his attendance, and ene
getic in the performance of the responsible duties devolvin
upon him as President of the ¢ Proprietors of the Gree
Dragon Tavern.” He was a pleasant, genial man, and, thoug
of decided opinions, was always gentlemanly and courteous.

Brother Caleb Loring, Jr., joined the Lodge in 1795. He ws
considerably advanced in years when I became a member, an
my recollection of him is that he was a thin, spare man, ve:
erable in appearance, and with a remarkably pleasant count
nance, ever accompanied with a kind, gracious word for h
younger Brethren. He was always present at our Annual Fe
tival, and at an early hour in the evening — ten o’clock,
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would quietly rise up in his place at table and sing
se sweet Methodist Hymns which were so popular
ury ago, and immediately afterwards take his leave.
hus briefly mentioned the only Brethren who had
ted to membership before the close of the last cen-
were still members of the Lodge at the date of my
with it in 1822. Four of those Brethren, as well as
enry Hutchinson (who, though initiated in the last
d not join the Lodge as a member until 1808), were
ly men, of commanding appearance, and of dig-
courteous bearing. They were all, with one excep-
th End Mechanics.” These circumstances, added to
nic relations in the Lodge, tended to unite them yet
ly in the bonds of an ardent and loving friendship ;
selieve that they were ever more happy than when
» the Lodge, in the enjoyment of those innocent
n which they were wont to leave their younger and
enced Brethren far behind them. Amid such hilar-
er, they never forgot what was due to themselves as
and Masons, and to their position as elders, whose
7a8 likely to have an influential effect upon their
rethren.
rlance of memory runs over the entire list of names
recited, grateful and agreeable associations are
by all, too numerous to be even briefly referred to
were good men and true, and kind Brethren; nor is
any shade of neglect towards others, that I would
cially place on record my personal esteem and love
1iented Brothers John James Loring, David Parker,
kering, Thomas W. Phillips, Ezekiel Bates, John R.
John Raynor, John Suter and Bela Lincoln. Their
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names must ever rest treasured and embalmed in the sanctt
of memory,

‘¢ And as buricd saints have given perfume
. To shrines where they’ve been lying,
So our hearts still gather a freshening bloom
From the odor they left there in dying.”

In the year of my admission to St. Andrew’s Lodge, 1!
Brother David Parker was its Worshipful Master. On the |
of November of that year, at the election of officers, Bro
Parker, in making up his official appointments, did me
honor to invest me with the jewel of one of the subordi
offices of the Lodge, I having then .been a Mason but
months. I look back with a grateful pride upon that appc
ment as the first step of a long career of official duties;
from that time to the present, a long half century
Masonic life, I have no recollection of ever having been
from official duties and responsibilities in some one or n
of the various divisions or branches of our Institution.

It is in no spirit of pride or egotism that I refer to this 1
but with feelings of deep gratitude, first, to the Great Ai
tect and Divine Ruler, who has enabled me to discharge ¢
weighty duties through so long a space of time; and, secon
to you and all my other Brethren, who have, time after ti
so generously honored me with their confidence, by elec
me to offices, none of which was ever solicited or sought
me.

Throuéh this generous confidence and support of the Br
ren, it has happened that I have served in every departmen
Masonry, from the lowest to the topmost round of the ladd
and now, at this advanced stage of my career, although as
no failure makes itself felt of the powers either of body
spirit, still surely some sense of honorable pride may pard

4
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le with the gratitude I feel, towards all the Brethren
ng nearly two generations of men, have thus em-
expressed their confidence in my fidelity to the inter-
asonry.
ember, 1833, I was elected Worshipful Master of St.
Lodge, out of the usual course, and under peculiar
nces; for I, at the time, held no office in the Lodge,
late Brother Ezekiel Bates was the Senior Warden,
m the choice would doubtless have fallen, had he so
or he was an excellent officer, and enjoyed the entire
confidence of his Brethren. The circumstances that
7 election were of so important a public, indeed, his-
acter, as to demand an explanation, although to many
er among you they are more or less familiar.
5 that remarkable and most groundless persecution,
3 the ¢ Anti-Masonic Excitement,” broke out in the
vart of the State of New York, and speedily spread
- all the neighboring States. In 1830 and 1831 it raged
itigated violence and virulence in Massachusetts.
elsewhere, it was carried into all the relations of
; the ties of kinship and of friendship were rudely
the springs of sympathy were dried up; confidence
man and man was destroyed; the dark demon of
on ran fiot throughout the length.and breadth of the
embers of the Masonic Institution were broken up in
iness, denied the lawful exercise of their civil fran-
iven with ignominy from all public offices, from the
and from the churches, subjected to insult, injury
bumely, in their daily walks, hunted down as felons,
saved at times from personal violence through the
e of their wicked persecutors! It was at this time,
1 mercilessly beset and assailed by their infuriate foes,
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that the Grand Lodge, through the expiration of its lease, w:
required to vacate the rooms it had occupied for some yea:
previously in one of the public buildings of this city.
determined therefore to erect a Masonic edifice of its ow:
For this purpose it purchased the land on which the ol
Masonic Temple on Tremont Street now stands, and immed
ately commenced the building. By its Act of Incorporatio:
granted in 1816, the Grand Lodge was authorized to hold re.
estate not exceeding the value of twenty thousand dollars, an
personal estate not exceeding the value of sixty thousan
dollars.

It was well understood that twenty thousand dollars woul
not cover the expense of the new building, but it was n
anticipated, nor had the Grand Lodge any reason to anticipat.
that the Legislature of the Commonwealth, or even its ow
most inveterate enemies, would object to such a modificatio
of its corporate powers as would enable it to hold such a
amount in real estate as it was already empowered to hold i
personal estate. It asked not for any additional powers, bt
simply for the privilege of converting sixty thousand dollar
of its floating, and therefore readily available property, into
permanent and comparatively unavailable investment. .

It accordingly went on with its building, and in March, 183]
petitioned the Legislature for the necessary modification of it
corporate powers. The petition was immediately attacked i
violent and abusive language by the Anti-Masonic members c
the House, but was finally referred to the Committee on th
Judiciary.

Anticipating what the character of the report of this com
mittee, on a question so just and reasonable, must be, the lead
ers and managers of the Anti-Masonic party in Boston tool
immediate steps to circulate petitions and remonstrances
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to be signed by their partisans throughout the Commonwealth,
charging that the Grand Lodge was a wicked and dangerous
association, unworthy of the confidence of the Legislature, and
praying that a committee, with power to send for persons and
papers, might be apppinted to investigate the charges made
against it, to examine into all its proceedings, and, finally, that
its Act of Incorporation should be revoked.

One leading object contemplated in this movement was, to
- get possession of the books and records of the Grand Lodge,
and therewith those of the subordinaté Lodges, acting as its
agents, and under its authority as a eorporation. This move-
ment, had it succeeded (as it undoubtedly would bhave, had it
not been met and defeated by a counter-movement on the part’
of the Grand Lodge), would have placed the Grand Officers
and the Masters and Wardens of every subordinate Lodge in
the Commonwealth, in the hands, and at the disposal, of a
committee of the Legislature, consisting of their fanatical and
unscrupulous enemies ; and would, as a logical sequence, have
involved them in the disagreeable dilemma of either subscrib-
ing to a cunningly-devised oath (which was understood to be
already prepared), and of answering such questions as should
be proposed to them, or of being committed to prison for
contempt.

The committee made their report, at the end of the session,
in favor, as was expected, of the petition of the Grand Lodge.
After a stormy debate, the report was rejected by a vote of
one hundred and twenty-eight in the affirmative, to one hundred
and thirty-three in the negative. A motion to reconsider was
lost on the following day, and the Grand Lodge left without its
remedy. It bad undeniably exceeded its corporate powers,
and had thereby endangered its property; and, had the Anti-
Masons at that time succceded in procuring a revocation of its
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Act of Incorporation, the title to its real estate would, in the
technical language of the law, have become ¢ derelict,” and its
legal possession would have passed beyond its control. Baut,
for the time being, it happily escaped this great calamity. It
was not, however, by any means out of danger.

On the adjournment of the Legislature, and before the Anti-
Masonic members of it had left the city, they were literally
loaded down with remonstrances and petitions of a like charac-
ter to those previously described, to be circulated in every
quarter of the Commonwealth for the signatures of their politi-
cal accomplices and co-conspirators, and to be presented at the
ensuing session of the Legislature in January, 1832, should the
opportunity then offer; in which case it was supposed the
Grand Lodge would again be in their power, and when they
hoped to obtain the appointment of their much-coveted inquisi-
torial committee, and to arraign before it the official authori-
ties of the Fraternity. The Grand Lodge did not, however,
renew its petition, and the fond anticipations of its enemies
were so far disappointed. )

It was in view of this critical condition of the Order in the
State, and of the consequences that might possibly result, that,
in November, 1833, St. Andrew’s Lodge did me the honor of
electing me its Master by a unanimous vote, —not that I was
personally better able to encounter these ¢ wild beasts at
Ephesus,” but because, doubtless, it appeared to the Lodge, that,
from my long acquaintance and frequent contests with them,
I was more familiar with their savage habits, their assailable
points and mode of warfare, than the excellent, modest and
retiring Brother, to whom the place more properly belonged.
In the following month of the same year, and perhaps in some

degree for the same reason, I was elected Grand Secretary of
the Grand Lodge.
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Permit me here, briefly, to review the state of matters. The
year 1833 was one of great anxiety to the Grand Lodge. It
had gone on with, and completed, its new Temple ; the Legis-
lature was to re-assemble in January; the Grand Lodge had
exceeded its corporate powers, and its property was still in
danger. The ihqnisitorial committee, so pertinaciously asked
for by its enemies, would then probably be appointed. Before
that committee, the leading Masons of the State would, un-
doubtedly, be summoned; an oath would be proposed which
they would not take ; questions be put to them which they could
not and would not answer. The only alternative was imprison-
ment !

‘With few exceptions, the leading Masons in the city were
prepared for this; others were not. All naturally desired to
avoid the issue, if it could be done without dishonor. How
was this to be accomplished ?

Councils and extra meetings of the Grand Lodge were held,
various propositions were submitted, debated and rejected.
On the 20th of December (eleven days before the as.sembling
of the Legislatare), nothing had been decided upon. The com-
mittee appointed at a previous meeting reported that they had
not been able to agree upon any course which they could rec-
ommend as free from objection. The difficulty arose from an
extreme reluctance to meet the case in the only tangible and
feasible form in whieh it could be successfully reached. The
committee was discharged.

In this hour of extreme perplexity and peril, seeing no other
mode of escape from the toils woven around us by the malice
of our foes, I offered in Grand Lodge, in the capacity of
Master of St. Andrew’s Lodge, the following vote: —

“That a committee be appointed to consider the expediency of surren-

dering the Act of Incorporation of the Grand Lodge, and report at the
next meeting.”
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Simple and unpretending as this vote was, it was a hazard-
ous experiment. The members of the Grand Lodge were not
disposed to surrender anything. Their temper had been
severely tried, and was now decidedly above fever heat. As
an illustration: my excellent and true-hearted Brother David
Parker, of my own Lo&ge, a man of temper ardent and
excitable, as it was noble and generous, when I mentioned
to him what I had in contemplation, said to me, in his warm
and honest frankness, that ¢ the offering of such a vote in
Grand Lodge would canse an explosion that would blow the
roof of the Temple off!” .

Before the voting took place, however, I am happy to say he
became so convinced of its necessity as to waive his feelings
of repugnance, and, in common with every other member of
the Grand Lodge, to vote for its adoption. I honor and rev-
erence his memory for that act. And our own brave little
Lodge, at this important crisis, stood as a unt, as it had stood
throughout the war, and whenever and wherever the rights of
the Grand Lodge, or the interests of the Fraternity at large,
called for its action.

The committee to whom the vote was referred, consisted of
R.W. Brothers Francis J. Oliver, Augustus Peabody, Joseph
Baker, John Soley and Charles W. Moore; the first four being
among the oldest and ablest members of the Body.

On the 27th of December this committee made their repo.rt,
recommending the surrender of the Civil Charter, and the pre-
sentation to the Legislature of a Memorial, which, at their
request, I had written for the purpose. The reading of
this report was my first official act as Grand Secretary.

Both the recommendation and the Memorial were adopted by
a unanimous vote of the Grand Lodge, without amendment.

The relief was instantaneous, and a feeling of renewed con-
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fidence and security speedily became manifest throughout the
entire Body. The Brethren all felt that a way of honorable
escape from the great danger which bad so long threatened
and hung suspended, as a sword of Damocles, above their
heads, had at length been found, and it received their cheerful
and unanimous approval.

The Memorial was to take them and their cause before the
State Legislature, not as suppliants, but as free citizens, hav- '
ing rights, and resolved to vindicate them. It said to that
Body, in plain and unmistakable language —* By divest-
ing itself of its corporate powers, the Grand Lodge has relin-
quished none of its Masonic attributes or prerogatives. These
it claims to hold and exercise independently alike of popular
will and legal enactment,—not of toleration, but of right.
Its members are intelligent freemen, and, although willing to
restore any gift or advantage derived from the government,
whenever it becomes an object of jealousy, however unfounded,
nothing is further from their intentions, or from their convic-
tions of duty, than to sacrifice a private’Institution designed
for social and benevolent purposes,— the interests of which
have been entrusted to them,-—in order to appease a popular
excitement, of which that Institution may have been the inno-
cent occasion.”

The Memorial was presented to the Legislature by the Hon.
Stephen White (then a member of the House from Boston),
on, I think, the first day of the session. The excitement
which immediately ensued cannot easily be described. A spon-
taneous burst of spiteful and baffled indignation instantane-
ously arose from the Anti-Masonic members of the House!
They had been employed during the entire summer in circulat-
ing petitions throughout the Commonwealth, in which the
Grand Lodge and the whole Masonic Fraternity were denounced
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as conspirators, and asking that a legal investigation of these
scandalous charges might be instituted by the Legislature, and
that the Civil Charter of the obnoxious corporation should be
revoked. These petitions were in the trunks of the Anti-
Masonic members, ready, at the first favorable moment, to be
thrown into the House by hundreds. The acceptance of the
voluntary surrender of the Act of Incorporation would render
all these documents worthless. Hence its reeeption was met
by coarse and vindictive opposition. But that opposition was
unavailing. The two great leading parties in the House were
ready to seize, with eager welcome, upon any favorable oppor-
tunity of getting rid of the subject. The Anti-Masons held
the balance of power, and the dominant parties felt the embar-
rassment into which the affair had thrown them, and the diffi-
culty of maintaining the neutral position, which, for party
reasons, they desired to retain. The voluntary surrender of
its corporate privileges by the Grand Lodge presented a means
of escape from this embarrassment of which they were glad to
avail themselves. The surrender was accepted. The authority
of the Legislature over the Grand Lodge was at an end ; the
property of the latter was secure, and the Fraternity of the
whole Commonwealth could now sit down under ¢ its own vine
and fig-tree,” regardless alike of legislative interference and
of Anti-Masonio malice and impertinence.

I may, perhaps, appear to have dwelt longer on the history
of our persecutions as a Fraternity than was appropriate to
such an occasion as this. But St. Andrew’s Lodge, though in-
directly, was so intimately identified with the oocurrences I
have narrated, that they appropriately form an interesting and
important chapter in her own history. They constitute the
crowning local Masonic event of the half century which I have
been reviewing.
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 That era of most unjust persecution was, for weal or woe,
for life or death, the turning-point and crisis of Masonry in
America. Had the rancorous, persistent and malevolent at-
tacks of our enemies at that time been, as once seemed very
likely, crowned with success, Masonry would have been, if not
utterly crushed, yet so crippled and curtailed as to have been,
for a long time, at least, unable to exert its full beneficent
influenee, not alone as a benevolent association, but as, what it
has since well-proved itself to be, one of the mightiest means
appointed by Providence for promoting the progress and civili-
zation of ovur beloved country, and of mankind at large. I
will not weary you now by repeating the proofs of this great
power of Masonry for good. They are patent to all; and if
our Lodges and Brethren, individually, continue true to their
principles; observant of the “old landmarks;” firm alike
against the temptations of all showy, saperficial novelties from
without, and against those of human vanity and weakness from
within, — there awaits our Order, in this age and in this land, a
greater and more glorious destiny than has ever yet fallen to
itsa lot! We are destined to act at once as the pioneers and
props of Christian Civilization in our own Great Wesr, and
thence on to the no less vast, but sluggish and dormant Easr.
It is never my desire or design to utter one word disrespectful
to religion. In all my words, written or spoken, I have ever
placed Masonry second, as the handmaid of Christianity; but
now, as often before, I repeat, that Masonry can and does often
gain an entry where Christianity at first cannot. Make and
keep Masonry pure and true and faithful here in the East, and
you will sow the sure seeds of its development in like purity
and trath over the lofty mountain chains and across the depths
of the ocean, to the flowery flelds of China and Japan. Such
is the lofty task of duty and of honorable ambition offered to
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Masonry this day, and surely none of you, Brethren, will be
deaf to its invitation, coming to you, as it once more does to-
night, not from the lips of an ardent, enthusiastic novice, but
from a Brother who, after fifty years of varied trial and expe-
rience, gives solemn utterance to the earnest convictions of his
soul.

To preserve the purity and healthful vigor of Masonry you
must be ever on your guard against corruption and dissension
within, even more than against hostility from without. It was
the neglect of this that first afforded, in Western New York, a
handle and pretext for that fierce and fanatical persecution of
which I have been speaking.* As history, teaching by exam-
ple, is the surest and safest guide for the statesmen and
rulers of nations, holding out to them in one direction cheering
signals of safety, in another, beacons to warn them away from
dangers which had proved fatal to their predecessors, so do I
believe the history, the full history, of the Anti-Masonic
persecution ought to be carefully studied, and kept alive in the
memory of every true Mason,—not, God forbid! as an in-
centive to feelings of revenge for the past, but as a beacon to
warn us against dangers in the future, and as a signal and
watchword to guide and cheer us along the path of duty to the
glorious goal of victory. It is with these feelings, these deep
convictions, I have invited your earnest attention-to the his-
tory of the Anti-Masonic persecution.

May God in his merey forbid that you shall ever be made, by
painful and personal experience, to understand and appreciate
the trials, the struggles and the sufferings undergone by your
predecessors in that dark and trying time. To our Order it
was what the Papal Interdict was to European countries in the
dark ages. As to them, all the rites of religion were denied,
and a dreary gloom and terror overshadowed, or extinguished,
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the light of all social joys; so, thronghout the Lodges of our
Order, the cheering Masonic light was dimmed in all, utterly
extinguished in not a few, and, even on the altars of our Grand
Lodges, it was only with danger and difficulty that the sacred
fires of Charity and Brotherly-Love were kept burning, while
the music of the Master’s gavel, so dear to every true Mason,
was bat rarely heard in our halls.

But I must close, and, indeed, ask your indulgence for tres-
passing so long upon your attention. Through the mercy of
our heavenly Father I have been spared to witness the passing
over of that great storm of persecution, and the rebounding
rise of our Institution to.a position of dignity and power,
loftier and mightier than it has ever previously occupied, while
it is now marching steadily onward, an acknowledged leader in
the army of Christian Civilization; so that (to repeat words
used by me on a former occasion) I may now say, in the pres-
ence of Living History, Masonry stands to-di.y without & rival.
It exists where Christianity has not gone, and its claims are
respected where the superior claims of Religion would fail. It
is never obscured by the darkness of night. The eye of day is
ever upon it. Its footprints are to be traced in the most dis-
tant regions, and in the remotest ages of the earth. Among
all civilized peoples, and in all Christianized lands, its existence
is recognized and respected. It came to our shores at an
aospicious period ; and it was rocked in the Cradle of Liberty
by a Washington, a Franklin, a Hancock and a Warren.
Unaffected by the tempests of war, the storms of persecution,
or the denunciations of fanaticism, it still stands proudly
erect in the sunshine and clear light of Heaven, with not a
marble fractured, not a pillar fallen. It still stands, like
some patriarchal monarch of the forest, with its vigorous roots
riveted deep into the earth, and its broad limbs spread out in
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bold outline against the sky; and in generations yet to come,
as in ages past, the sunlight of honor and renown will delight
to linger and play amid its venerable branches. And if ever,
in the Providence of God, lashed by the storm and riven by
the lightning, it shall, at length, totter to its fall, around its
trunk will the ivy of filial affection, that has so long enclasped
it, still fondly and firmly cling, and mantle with verdure and
beauty its ruin and decay.

At the conclusion of the address, which was listened to
with great interest by all present, the following Ode,
written for the occasion, was sung by the choir: —

ODE.
Br Br. HExrr G. Crazx, M.D.
ToxE —*¢ Tell me, thou soul.” English Gles.

Morn in the East! how passing fair,
In purpling light, the day’s begun!
Noon in the Sourn! the Sux is there!
Night in the Wxsr! The day is done!

As each day’s morning hath its night,
Each year its advent and decay,

Man hath his spring, and morning light;
Then walks alone death’s wintry way.

Swoeet Srrive, still smiling through her tears,
Gives place to SumuEr flowers ; these all,
To Avurunx fruits; and the ripe years
Are hid 'neath WINTER'S snowy pall !

What though his spring-time long has passed !
8till, Joshua-like, our NxsToR stands;

And, where the combat thickens fast,
Deals stalwart blows with willing hands.
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‘With grace, his age and wisdom lent,
How oft has this our ¢ son of York”

¢¢ The winter of our discontent ”
¢ Made summer,”, by his sage-like talk !

Breathe soft and low, O AvuroMx wind !
Loiter awhile, OcToBER sun!

That 5 some tardy flowers may find,
Ere Winrar’s solstice has begun!

Under escort of the committee of St. Andrew’s Lodge
the Grand Lodge retired to the place of opening, and was
closed in AMPLE ForM at thirty minutes past eight o’clock
P.M.
Subsequently the Grand Master and the officers and
members of the Grand Lodge were escorted to Egyptian
Hall, — which had been most profusely decorated and
beautified for the occasion, —and invited to participate
with the members of St. Andrew’s Lodge, their ladies
and invited guests, in & sumptuous collation prepared by
Br. J. B. Smith, and which was duly enjoyed after the
manner of Masons.

A true abstract from the Records.

Attest :
CHARLES H. TITUS,
Recording Grand Secretary.
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NNUAL COMMUNICATION.
DecemBEr 11, A.L. 5872.

'UAL COMMUNICATION OF THE MosT WoRsHIP-
' LonGe oF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MAssa-
as held at the Masonic Temple, in the city of
‘Wednesday, the eleventh day of December,
A.D. 1872. \

OFFICERS PRESENT:
DwicHT NicRERSON . . Grand Master.
L L. Evererr . . . . Deputy Grand Master.
 KIMBALL . . . . . Senior Grand Warden.
>, CHEEVER . . . . . Junior Grand WudeP.
SCLELLAN . . . . . . Grand Treasurer.
3 H. Titus . . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.
, W.Moore. . . . . Corresponding Gr. Secretary.

W.LAWRENCE . . . . D.D.G.Master, District No. 1.
, J. DANFORTH . . . . “ o ¢ District No. 8
, AL WELCH. . . . . ¢ ¢ District No. 4
H. PemrsoN. . . . . “ ¢ District No, 5.
SipNxey Howe . . . . ¢ ¢ District No. 6.
P. PERKINS . . . . . “ ¢ District No. 7
 J. SAWYER. . . . . ¢ ¢ District No. 8
Uptox . . . . . . “ ¢ District No. 9.
( J. SawiN, M.D. . . . ¢ ¢ District No. 10.
omas E. St. Jorn . . ¢ . ¢ District No. 11.
E.Stacy . . . . . % ¢ District No. 12.
JTLEY + o« « + o + ¢ ¢ District No. 18.
K. BAKER . . . . . “ ¢ District No. 15.
 AVERY . . . . . . ¢ ¢ District No. 16.
t T. GRAMMER . . . . o ¢ District No. 17.
oa YouNg . . . . . Grand Chaplain.

. CaessMAX . . . . Grand Marshal.

Lyox . . . . . . . Senior Grand Deacon.
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.

.

R.W. WiLLiaM SEwWALL GARDNER .

R.W. ABRAHAM A.DaMe . . .
R.W. Rev. E. M. P. WeLLs
R.W. Rev. Lucius R. Palge .

R.W. CHARLE: R. TRAIN . . .
R.W. GEORGE W, WARREN . .
R.W. MarsaaLL P. WiLDER . .
R.W. NEweLL A. THOMPSON . .
R.W. BRADFORD L. WALES . .
R.W. HENRY GODDARD . . . .
R.W. HENRY CHICKERING . . .
R.W. WiLLiaM SuttoN. . . .
R.W. SamukrL I’. OLIvER . . .
R.W. WiLLiam F. Satmon. . .
R.W. SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE . .
R.W. Davip W. CRaFTS . . .
R.W. BEnoaMIN DEAN . . . .
R.W. WYzEMAN MARSHALL . .
R.W.Ivory H. PorE . . . .
R.W. ELuar W. ]éUBB e e

.

Past Grand Master.

3 @ ‘e

Past Deputy Grand Master.

13 ‘ € o
§
13 [ 3 3
3 (13 (13 “
“ “ « kg
‘e ‘¢ [ [
13 (1] " (3
Past Grand Warden.
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OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

W. Henry ENpIcoTr.

‘OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE.

W. Hocux HosForv.

. .
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OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHARITY.

7 G. SxITH.

OF THE COMMITTEE ON BE'TUBN!-

W. CrarLEs H. BoLLES.

LODGES AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES.

\

. Wooster B. Mayhew
« + - « . Warren Newcomb . . .
Mulford Rich, Jr.
W. A. Stone . ..
. « « « « J.ElliotBond. . . . .
1Ie8 . . . William.B. Presbury

« « « .« Leander M. Hannum . .

True Scales .
)MARK . . William F. Salmon.

« « « .+ A.G. Sinclair . . . .
N. G. Tucker. . . . .
E. P. Knight . ". .
Charles S. Day . . . .

. 2 . Charles H. Hayward

« . . Henry M. Haines .

Charles E. Chenery .

. John M. Moran . .

Charles F. Sayles

Dallas J. Dean .
« « « « « Elbridge C. Sawyer. . .
Frank Wiggin :

ighton) . George B. Livermore .
S. T. P. Martin .
alparaiso) T. G. Wadman . . .

UVER. . . Samuel 8. White

. Frank G. Webster .

~ JohnF. Casey ..
« « ¢« « . ObedC. Turner. . . .
R . . . . HenryA.Brown. .
Leander J. Wing
Hiram N. Harriman
Chauncy O. Noyes . . .
Moore . . Thomas W. Davis . . .
ER . . . . James M. Seavey .

DAME . .

W. MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS.

Master.
Master.

Junior Warden.

Proxy.

Senior Warden.

Master.
Master.

Senior Warden.

Proxy.
Proxy.
Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Junior Warden.

Master.

Senior Warden.

Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.

Master.

Senior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.

Proxy.
Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.

Master.
Master.

Senior Warden.

Master.

Senior Warden.

Master.
Master.
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CHICOPEE . . . .
COLUMBIAN . . .
CORINTHIAN . . .

CONSTELLATION . .
DaALyousie . . .
Daxy SpriNg . . .
DeLta . . . . .

De Wirr CLixTON .
Even . . . . .
Evior . . . . .
Ereusis . . . .
EvUREKA. . . . .

EvVENING STAR . .
FELLowsHIP . . .

FRATERNAL . . .
GATE oF TRE TEMPLE
GOoOD SAMARITAN
GRECIAN . . . .
GREYLOCK . . . .
Hampoexy . . . .
HaMpsHIRE . . .

HENRY PRICE. . .
Hirax (Arlington) .

Hore . . . . .

.

‘Wellington M. Stebbins
James E. Hosley . .
George E. Josselyn. .
William T. R. Marvin.
Gideon T. Mansfield .
William J. Stevens . .
Edward C. Damon .
Henry F. Smith .

G. Arthur Gray . . .
Alonzo B. Wentworth .
Charles N. Brackett
Josiah B. Davis . . .
E. Atherton Hunt . .
David L. Sterling . .
William C. Spring . .
William O. Gould . .
L.B.Foss. . . . .
J. M. Rodocanachi . .

- Thomas B.Tripi) . .

James L. Sherman . .
Ansel G. Baker . . .
Eliphalet Wright . .
Hoseca Kingman . .
Isaac Damon . . .
Francis M. Kingman
L. W. Lovell. . .
Charles W. Hinkley
Alexander G. Cash . .
Samuel M. Robinson .
Thomas H. Harding .
Theodore L. Kelley .
J. Q. A, Holbrook . .
James Reid

Salmon W. North
Charles H. Litilefield .
Arthur M. Tinker . .
R. H. Bailey . . . .
Benson Munyan . . .
John W. Lyman. . .
Daniel E. Chace. . .
George D. Tufts. . .
Jom C. Hill . . . .
Frank W. Cummings .

.

[Dec.

Master.
Senior War
Junior War
Master.
Senior War
Junior War
Master.
Senior War
Junior War
Senior War
Junior Wan
Proxy.
Master.
Junior War
Master.
Master.
Master.
Master.
Master.
Senior Wart
Junior War
Master.
Master.
Senior Wawn
Junior War
Proxy.
Master.
Senior War
Junior War
Master.
Svnior War
Junior War
Master.
Master.
Scenior War
Junior War
Master.
Master.
Senior War
Master.
Master.
Senior War
Master.
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Henry S. Bunton .
Fergus A. Easton .
Rinaldo Williams .
Charles H. Atwood .
Joseph W. Wilson .
George B. Drury .
Jusper E. Lambie .
Charles Moore . .
Russell Matthews .
Calvin L. Bartlett .
S. A. Phelps . . .
Charles H. Taylor .
H. F. Whidden . .
Williamm H, Tozer .
H.C.Torr. . . .
P. L. Winchester .
S. A. Southwick .
Nathaniel Greene .
Asa Wellington . .
Albert Babbitt . .
Solon W. Stevens .
Stephen G. Bailey .
Charles R. Whitney
J. B. Whitney .
William J. Newcamb

Ambrose Davenport
Horatio W. Brown .
H. S. Millard. . .
George J. Miller. .
John B. Baxter . .
Henry J. Parker. .
Samuel A. B. Bragg
William II. Wright.
E. W. Cozzens
David H. L. Gleason
Henry O. Burr . .
Joseph A. Gage .
George P. Carter .
Henry W. Hartwell
G. Edward Smith .
George M. Taylor .
James M. Wood
Thomas C. Eastman
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Master.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Proxy.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.

© Master.

Master.
Senior Warden..
Junior Warden.
Proxy.
Master.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Master.
Junior Warden.
Senior Warden.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Senior Warden,
Master.

Senior Warden.
Master.

Senior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.

Senior Warden.
Master. '
Master.

Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.

Junior Warden.
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MORNING STAR . . . .

MouNTAIN. . . . . .
MotNT CARMEL . . . .
Mouxt HErMox. . . .

Mouxt HoLYoke . . .

Mou~xt HoPe. . . . .
Mou~t HoreB (Woburn) .

Mouxt HoreB (West Har-

wich) . . . . .
Mouxt HoLrLis . . .
MouNT LEBANON . . .

MoUNT MORIAH . . .

MovUNT TABOR . . . .

Mount ToM . . . . .
MouNT VERNON . . .
Mounr ZioN . . . .
MysTic. . . . . .
NEwTON . . . . . .
NorTH STAR . . . . .

OLIVE BRANCH . . . .
ORANGE .

ORIENT . . . . . . .

OrrHAN'S HOoPE . . . .

OxfoRD . . . . . .
PALESTINE . . .

PauL Deax .

. . e .

Osgood Plummer . .
Eliphalet Holbrook . .
Henry W. Boyden *. .
J. L. Neéwell . . . =
Charles E. Chase . .
Samuel Hall . . . .
Lewis B. Hooker . .
Martin V. B. Jenkins .
Charles Church . . .
Abraham G. Hart . .
Nathan J. Simonds . .
A. V. Haynes . . .

Ozias C. Baker . . .
Abner L. Ellis . .

Edward E. Crowell . .

George M. French . .
Caleb Blodgett, Jr. .
Warren B. Ellis . .
Lyman W. Phelps .
Stephen B. Cook . .
Edward H. Morse . .
Martin M. Hancock .
Thomas T. Waterman.
Theodore N. Foque
John W. Rice . .
William S. Kirtland
Albert S. Newton . .
Samuel Seaver . . .
Nathan H. Sears . .
Samuel E. Hull . .
Charles W, Barber. .
Henry M. Gibbs . .
George L. Rhoads .
George K. Bird . . .
James A. Rhoads . .
Leavitt Bates . . . .
A. J. Richards . . .
Edward W. Bardwell .
George W. Peirce . .
J. F. Wakefield . . .
Lewis H. Smith . .
Edward R. Hayward
S. K. Kelley . . .
George Brett . . . .

[r

Master.
Senior W
Junior W
Junior W
Junior W
Master.
Master.
Senior W
Junior W
Master.
Master.
Senior W

Master.
Senior W
Junior W
Junior W
Master.
Junior W
Master.
Junior W
Master.
Senior W
Senior W
Master.
Proxy.
Master.
Master.
Senior W
Master.
Junior W
Master.
Senior W
Master.
Senior W
Junior W
Senior ¥V
Junior V
Master.
Master.

‘Junior V

Master.
Senior W
Junior W
Proxy.
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Oliver Ober . . . .
Charles T. Perkins . .
Charles Brigham .
John Haigh . . . .
Shubacl .B. Kelley . .
G.H. Tripp . . . .
Freeman E. Burgess .
William M. Bartlett .
Josiah C. Fuller. . .
Charles J. Litchfield .
Samuel N. Dyer, Jr. .
Charles H. Atwood . .
Benjamin F. Atwood .
Job A. T. Eddy . . .
L. L. Gage . . . .
Henry C. Wadsworth .
Francis C. Hersey . .
George W. Kingman .
Francis C. Choate . .
Samuel Wells . . .
Joseph B. Mason . .
William R. Cooke . .
Joshua Britton . . .
William.Shillaber . .
Edmund Austin . . .
Charles M. Mather . .
William H. Torry . .
Thomas E. Chamberlain
William Parkman, Jr. .
John Blair. . . . .
William F. Peirce .
Joseph N. Peirce . .

Elisha P. Pride . . .
S. A. Bridges. . . .
Sylvester B. Carter. .
Charles W. Page . .
John H. Flint. . . .
E. Dana Bancroft . .
Alexander H. Caryl .
William H. H. Soule .
A.E.Scott . . . .
Josiah Bryant . . .
Cyrus F. Baker . . .

Master.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Master.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.
Master.
Junior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Master.
Junior Warden.
Master.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Master.
Master.

Junior Warden.

Master.
Senior Warden.
Master. :
Senior Warden.
Master.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Master.
Senior Warden.
Junior Warden.
Master.



202 . ABSTRACT OF PROCERDINGS OF

STaB. . . . . . . . VernonO. Taylor . .
Charles H. Adams . . .
StaR INTHE East . . . William W. Arnold.
Irving H. Jenney . . .
StAR OoF BETHLEHEM . . William D. Seely . .
Philip G. Ileley . . . .
Charles S. Beatley .
StarrKine . . . . . Henry A. Brown
TEMPLE. . . . . . . Dhilander Nutter,
Terixity . . . . . . Sylvester S. Welch.
. : H. A. Putnam

Tuscan. . . . . . . Gideon W. Waterhouse
TYRIAN. . . « . . . RobertR. Fears. .
Uxiox (Dorchester) . . Thomas L. Temple. . .
UN1Tep BRETHREN . . . William 8. Frost . . .
WABHINGTON . . . . . Joel Seaverns . :

Solomon A. Bolster .
WEBSTER . . . . . . HoraceJ. Joslin.
WipER . . . . . . O.J. Putnam. .*.
WinsLow LEwis. . . . Joseph Winsor
L. Cushing Kimball .
George R. Marble
. WiLiax NortHE. . . . William E. Livingstone .
' J. Franklin Harvey. . .
WiLLiax PARKMAN . . . C. Henry Mosely
WiLLiax SuttoN. . . . John Roache .
Charles J. Hutchins.
George E. Stewart .
WiLiams . . . . . . GeorgeBrown . . .
. Thomas Mole. . .
WyoMING . . . . . . CharlesC. Dyke.
William A. Remick. .
ZETLAND . . . . . . HenryG.Fay . . . .

[De

Master.
Junior Wa
Senior Wa
Junior Wa
Master.
Senior Wa
Junior Wa
Senior Wa
Senior Wa
Master.
Senior Wa
Proxy.
Master.
Master.
Master.
Master.
Junior Wa
Master.
Proxy.
Master:
Senior Wa
Junior Wa
Masler'.
Junior Wa
Master.
Master.
Senior Wa
Junior Wa
Master.
Scnior Wat
Senior Wan
Junior Wai
Master.

The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE Form at -
o’clock p.M., with prayer by W. Bro. Rev. Joshua You

‘Grand Chaplain, and singing.

The Records of the Quarterly Communication of §
tember 11th, 1872, and the Special Communications
October 7th and 10th, 1872, were approved without re
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ving been distributed among the members ii
. -

ds of the Special Communications of Septem-
tober 1st, 2d and 18th, and Novemb(.r 8th,
ead and approved.

and amendments to By-Laws from the fol-
es were presented for approval, and referred

littee on By-Laws.

Boston. Mou~t TaBoRr, East Boston.
Lowell. Hype Park, Hyde Park.
Worcester. Mizran, Cambridgeport.

North Bridgewater. = Mount LEBANON, Boston.

Vatertown. AMICcABLE, Cambridgeport.

1endon. WiLLiams, Williamstown.

ing Proxies were presented : —

eEs F. WaiDpDEN, for John Cutler Lodge, Abington.
goN W. WATERHOUBE, for Tuscan Lodge, Lawrence.
X W. Ricg, for Mount Zion Lodge, Barre.

J. Purnan, for Wilder Lodge, Leominster.

G. S1NCLAIR, for Artisan Lodge, Winchendon.

E. BuLLarp, for Blackstone River Lodge, Blackstone.
« N. StoNE, for Adams Lodge, Wellfleet.
B. Davis, for Day Spring Lodge, Monson.

BretT, for Paul Dean Lodge, North Easton.

thren were recognized accordingly.

odge, of Spencer, U.D., having made return
gs of the Lodge while under Dispensation,
e following petition for Charter, which was
. W. Bro. George W. Warren, and W. Bros.
Seely and Charles Moore.
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+ PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR SPENCER LODGE.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of Massachusett

We, the undersigned, respectfully represent that our n
were attached to a petition to your Worshipful Body pra
that a Dispensation be granted for a new Lodge to be loc
in the town of Spencer, County of Worcester, our prayer b
answered by the issuing of a Dispensation dated Novembel
1871.. We now most respectfully petition your Worsh
Body to grant us a Charter of Constitution.

If the prayer of this petition is granted we promise a s
conformity to the Constitutions, Laws and Regulatiohs of
Grand Lodge. ’

E. A. HiLL. H. G. Laxs.

L. F. SUMNER. J. W. ADAxs.
GEeo. G. WRIGHT. Geo. P. Lapp.
Isaac NiLes, Jr. ‘Ww. A. Bagr.

J. W. DRAKE. CHas. H. ALLEN.
F. M. HaLe. M. Harr.

ORIx S. WORTHINGTON. JouN B. STARR.
GEeo. A. Crale. E. E. StoxE.

L. H. DEnnIs. BeExsaMIN GULEY.
S. S. MaRsH. Joun N. Grovur.
EMERS0N STONE. Jaxes H. AMEs,
HeNry M. TOWER. HEeNRY R. GREEN.
HeNRY BELCHER. GEO. BLANCHARD.
J. E. Bacon. Braprorp B. F. WHiTM,

I hereby recommend that the within prayer for Charte
granted. '
T. E. St. Jonx,
D.D.G:M. Eleventh Masontc Disir
BosTon, Mass., Dec. 11, 1872.
The proceedings of Pequossette Lodge, Watertowr
the trial of Charles H. Kimball, were presented for
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1d were referred to R.W. Bros. Tracy P.
ind Edward Avery, and W. Bro. Selwin® Z.

ind Master submitted his Annual Report.

ANNUAL REPORT.

N oF THE GRAND LopeE,— It becomes my duty, at
nnual Communication, to render you an account of
on of the Craft throughout this jurisdiction, and of
in which the Grand Officers have discharged their
ng the year which has just closed.

from the very full reports of the District Deputy

ters, and from my own observation, I am of opinion
ny and prosperity have very generally prevailed.
xceptions will doubtless yield to time and gentle
and only one is of so serious a character as to
e brought to your notice.

observe that I have performed a large amount of

y delegated to specially commissioned Deputies. I
iered that the Brethren had a right to expect the
ster to discharge these duties in person whenever
1d I am happy to say that the Grand Officers have

ally and heartily supported me on these occasions. -

omptness and attention to duty they have materially
1y labors, and contributed to the pleasure and profit
thren whom we have visited. On most of these
we have also been favored with the presence of
3t Grand Masters, much to the gratification of the
ers and Brethren.
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MASONIC WORK PERFORMED.
The following is a statement of the Masonic work I
performed during the past year, a portion having been rep
at the March Communication.

January 6. Attended the funeral of R.W. William North, Past ¢
Grand Warden, at Lowell.

January 8. Attended public installation of the officers of ¥
Lodge, Cambridge. The ceremonies were conducted hy W. Bro. |
Endicott.

Jamuary 22.  Attended the funeral of R.W. Richard s Spofford,
Past Senior Grand Warden, at Newburyport.

February 13. Dedicated the new Masonic Halls at Lowell, in pre
of Pentucket, Ancient York, Kilwinning and William North Ledges.

February 21.  Constituted Pheenician Lodge, of Lawrence, and in:
the officers.

February 28.  Attended the Members’ Quarterly Meeting of I
Lash Lodge, of Chelsea.

February 29.  Dedicated the new Hall of Corinthian Lodge, of Cor

Mareh 7. Visited Columbian Lodge, of Boston, on the occasion
first display of the portrait of R.W. Bro. William D. Coolidge.

March 8. Attended the Stated Communication of Winslow Lewis I
of Boston, on the occasion of parting with R. W Winslow Lewis, who
for Europe on the following day.

March 18. Visited Massachusetts Lodge, of Boston.

March 22. Visited the Lodge of Eleusis, of Boston.

March 26. Visited Joseph Warren Lodge, of Boston.

April 2. Dedicated Masonic Hall at Dedham, constituted Constel
Lodge and installed the officers.

April 25. Decdicated the new Hall of Olive Branch Lodge, of Mil

May 22, Visited Dalhousie Lodge, of Newtonville.

May 81.  Dedicated the new Masonic Halls at South Boston, in pre
of the representatives of St. Paul’s, Gate of the Temple, Adelph
Rabboni Lodges.

June 11. Dedicated the Hall of Palestine Lodge, of Everett.

June 14. Laid the Corner-Stone of Grace Church (Protestant E
pal), at North Attleborough, and dined with about five hundred Bre
and their friende, in ccelebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary
date of the Charter of Bristol Lodge, signcd by Paul Revere, -

September 12.  Dedicated new Halls at Lawrence, im preser
Grecian, Tuscan, and Pheenician Lodges. * '

October 1. Dedicated the Masonic Hall in North Adame, const
Greylock Lodge and installed the officers.
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Dedicated the Masonic Hall in Wllhamstown, constituted
ige and installed the officers.

Visited Chicopee Lodge, of Chicopee, and attended a con-
| the Lodges of the Tent!: District for Exemplification of the

Laid the Corner-Stone of the Standish Monument at Dux-

). Attended the Stated Communication of St. Andrew’s

oston, held in commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of

hip of R.W. Brother Charles W. Moore in that Lodge.
Dedicated the new Hall of Doric Lodge, of Hudson.

. Attended the Stated Communication of Joseph Warren

)ston, on the occasion of the official visit of the D.D.G.M.

4. Visited Montacute Lodge, on the occasion of the Annual

on.

8. Dedicated the Hall of Fellowship Lodge, of Bridgewater,

_the officers.

DISPENSATIONS FOR NEW LODGES.
rranted the following Dispensations for new Lodges,
ited the Brethren named as Masters and Wardens.
le petitions for Dispensation was recommended by
situated nearest to the place where the new Lodge
' located, and was countersigned by the District
and Master having jurisdiction.

MarTIN'S LoDGE, CHATHAM. (Twenty-six petitioners.)

d . . . ¢« ¢« + ¢ « « « « « « o+ Master.
milton. . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Warden.
kerson . . . . . ¢« +« + +« « .« o dJunior Warden.

on granted January 19, 1872; returnable March 12, 1873.

LE8 A. WELCH LopGE, MAYNARD. (Nine petitioners.)

Frost . . . . . « « « . « « « « Master.
Mitchell . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Warden.
illips . . . . . . . . . . . . . Junior Warden.

ion granted March 1, 1872; returnable March 12, 1873.

8 H. Trrus Lopgk, TauntoN. (Thirty-two petitioners.)

Baker . . . . . . . . . . . . . Master.
onard . . . . . . . . . « . « . Secnior Warden.
prague . . . . . . « « « « « o Junior Warden.

ion granted Marth 15, 1872; returnable March 12, 1873.
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Baxy StaTE LODGE, MoxTAGUE. (Sixteen petitioners.)
C.OrvilleSawyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . Master
JoW.Dugan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SeniorV
Albert Hunter . . . . « « . Junior

stpensanon granted Sept 12. 1872; returnable Sept. 10, 1873.

A'mox. Lopge, AtHoL. (Fifty-three petitioners.)
ErastusSmith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Master.
Joseph A. Holton . . . . . . . . . . . . . SeniorV
Henry M. Humphrey . . . . . . . « « « « Junior ¥V

Dispeusation granted Sept. 12, 1872; returnable Sept. 10, 1878.

SPECIAL WARRANTS.
Special Warrants have been issued as follows : —

"To R.W. Charles C.-Dame, Past Grand Master, to dedicate t!
Masonic Hall of Saint Mark’s Lodge, Newburyport. Date of Comn
Dec. 29, 1871.

To R.W. George E. Stacy, D. D. Grand Master, Twelfth Mason
trict, to dedicate the new Masonic Hall of Mount Hollis Lodge, Ho
Date of Commission, Dec. 29, 1871.

To R.W. William J. Sawin, M.D., D. D. Grand Master Tenth M
District, to constitute Hampshire Lodge of Haydenville, dedicate i
and install its Officers. Date of Commission, April 12, 1872.

To R.W. George E. Stacy, D. D. Grand Master Twelfth Mason
trict, to dedicate the new Masonic apartments of Excelsior Lodge, .
lin. Date of Commission, May 22, 1872.

RETURNS MADE ON SPECIAL WARRANTS.

By Return made on Commission issued by my predeces:
R.W. Joseph K. Baker, D.D. Grand Master of the Fift
Masonic District, it appears : —

That Mariners’ Lodge at Cotuit Port was constitated, its hall dec
and its officers installed in a Deputy Grand Lodge opened at Cotuit
by R.W. Joseph K. Baker, Deputy Grand Master, with a full co
Deputy Grand Officers, December 26, 1871. Date of Return, Dec
27, 1871.

By Return made on the Commission issued to R.W. Cl
C. Dame, it appears : —
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ew Masonic apartments of* Saint Mark’s Lodge were dedi-
ourposes of Masonry, in a Deputy Grand Lodge opened at

by R.W. Charles C. Dame, Deputy Grand Master, assisted
s of Deputy Grand Officers, January 2, 1872. Date of Re-
4, 1872.

rge E. Stacy makes Returns on the two Commis-
to him, from which it appears : —

>w hall of Mount Hollis Lodge was dedicated to the pur-
onry, in a Deputy Grand Lodge opened at Holliston, by
E. Stacy, Deputy Grand Master, with a full corps of Deputy
s, January 9, 1872. Date of Return, January 17, 1872.

'w hall of Excelsior Lodge was dedicated to Masonic pur-
outy Grand Lodge opened at Franklin, by R.W. George E. .,
r Grand Master, assisted by a suite of Deputy Grand Officers,

Date of Return, July 22, 1872.

turn of Brother Sawin it appears : —
L]

»spire, Lodge was constituted, its hall dedicated, and its
ed, in a Deputy Grand Lodge opened at Haydenville, by
- J. Sawin, Deputy Grand Master, with a full corps of
Officers, April 26, 1872.

INSTALLATIONS.

liam J. Sawin, M.D., District Deputy Grand Master
1 Masonic District, was not present to be installed at
Jommunication in December, 1871. I, therefore, on
Deccember, 1871, commissioned R.W. Daniel Reyn-
ngfield, Past Grand Warden, to install Brother Sawin
ce of District Deputy Grand Master. The Return
leynolds shows that the ceremony was performed in
odge, Springfield, January 16, 1872. '
8t day of March, 1872, I issued a Commission to
I. B. Eames, of Shanghai, China, to install into
f Special Deputy for China, R.W. William C.
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Blanchard. By Return made by Brother Eames, dated .
7, 1872, it appears that she ceremony was performed in An
Landmark Lodge.
GRAND LODGE LIBRARY. -

T have devoted much time to the improvement of our libi
The.Grand Secretary has been incéssantly employed a
other and more important matters. The compensation o
predecessors was so small that they could not afford to
form any more than the most important and necessary di
of the office. For these reasons I found our library in a
unsatisfactory condition, particularly so far as related to
-reports of Proceedings of Grand Lodges. "The shelves
encumbered with duplicate and triplicate numbers tossed
the cases without any regard to order or attempt at arra
ment, and consequently glmosf valueless for reference. 1|
caused the archives’ room to be so arranged with shelves
drawers, that all duplicates, of Masonic works in our pos
sion are now deposited there in such & manner as to be.sut
to instant call. By gift and exchange, I have added to
library over three hundred numbers of Grand Lodge Proc
ings, which we lacked, and the whole are now arranged u
our library shelves, the States in alphabetical order, and
Proceedings of each Grand Lodge chronologically, so
reference may be had to any number without difficulty
delay. The bound volumes now number one hundred and
We have the Proceedings of the following Grand Lodges c

plete, viz.: —

.

BriTisE COLUMBIA. NEVADA. Towa.
" CoLoRADO. NEw JERSEY. MaiNe.

IpamHO. QuUEBEC. NEBRASKA.
Kaxsas. CALIFORNIA. NEw HAMPSHIRE
MINNESOTA. FLORIDA. Onro.

WEBST VIRGINIA. ‘WasH. TERRITORY.
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ceedings of several other Grand Lodges, we lack
imbers, which we hope to be able to supply. Our
ss in this undertaking is due principally to the
nce of a few of the Grand Secretaries, and other
| Brethren who have contributed all within their
y of the Grand Secretaries, however, have taken
my inquiries, although I have written to each of
dly. No attempt has been made to complete our
Proceedings of any other Bodies than Grand
as soon as we can spare the time from more im-
e8, we propose to collect such reports, rather as
1an for any intrinsic value they may possess.

FINANCES.
| Treasurer’s Account shows the following

) RECEIPTS.
f cash from last year. . . . . . . . . §15364.07
counted and renewals. . . . . . . . . 53,900.00
Relief Fund returped. . . . . . . . . 1,736.35
emium on insurance . . . . . . . . . 292.45
nder Dispensation. . . . . . . . . . 535.00
tions and Charters. . . . . . . . . . 88500
Deputy Grand Masters . . . . . . . . 30,147.35
xesand gas . . . . . . . . e . e 27,485.97
Ild material . . . . . . . . . . . . 245.00
otal receipts . . . . + . . . . . . .-.$130,091.19

| Treasurer produces the proper vouchers for the

PAYMENTS.

" the Grand Master and other Grand Officers
ing Lodges, dedicating halls, installing officers,
ler-Stones, €tc. .« . . . . 4 . . e . $400.45
"the District Deputy Grand Masters . . . 1,207,84
"the Grand Lecturers . . . . . . . . 50.50
24,455.08

Py« e e e e e e e e e e . . . . $26,118 87
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Broughtover, . . . . . « ¢ « « o . . . 826
For printing. . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e :
For principal of the debt upon the Temple. . . . . . . 20
For Grand Secretary’ssalary . . . . . . . . . . . p
Formotespaid . . . . . . . . . . o o . .. 44
Forcharity . . . . . . .« « ¢« o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o
For furniture . . . e e e e e e e e e
For filling up Cha.rters and copymg e e e e e s s e e
For library and binding . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Fortaxes. . . . . . e s e s e s e e s e . 4
For account books and stnmps e o e e e e s ee e

Forcoal . . . . . . . . . o o S0 00 .. 1
Forwaterandice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Forgas . . . . . . . . . o o o ... .. 1
For superintendence and cleaning. . . . . . . . . . 2
Forengineer . . ... . . . .« . . . 0 4 e . . 1
For repairson Temple . . . . . . . . . o . . . 1
For Masonic clothing. . . . . . . .. 1

For Grand Treasurer’s salary for the years 181 1 and 187 .

Totalpayments . . . . . . . . . . . 8116
Leaving a balance of cashonhand . . . . . . . . . 13

8130

"The present idebtedness is as follows: —

Mortgage to the Provident Institution . . . . . . . . 8280
Notes to Masonic Bodiesin Boston . . . . . . . . . 35

. Note to Old Colony Lodge, Hingham . . . . . . . . 1

Note to Third National Bank, Boston . . . . . . . . 15

Deduct cash on hand . e e e e e e e e e e e 13,

The net liabilitiesare . . . . % . . . . . . . . . 817,

Showing a reduction of the debt during the past ye
$9,240.19 ; and since December, 1867, of $82,417.55.

For some years past the necessities of the Grand I
have been such that many bills have been carried over
the year in which they were incurred to the succeeding
We have made a strong effort to close up the present
business entirely, so that hereafter no difficulty may L
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comparing the accounts of different years, and it
1at there is now no outstanding liability of the -
e of any nature, except the debt hereinbefore
the item of insurance referred to hereafter. -
rolved an apparent increase of some of our ex-
e present year. The printing account includes
ost of that department for the year 1871, and all
it covers the expense of the large and elegantly
ne of our Proceedings for the year 1871. The
st is considerably larger than it was last year, on
nly one semi-annual payment of interest on the
ling due within that Masonic year, the second
e a few days after the books were closed. During
rear of course two payments were made, and the
he last six months will be due as before on the
o meet this payment we have the large balance of
d as reported. In addition to these extra ex-
be reckoned a small balance due the Grand Sec-
, year’s account, the Grand Treasurer’s salary for
1 and 1872, and the large item for Masonic cloth-
tter requires some explanation. The rigid econ-
been obliged to practice for some years I found
the regalia in charge of the D.D.G. Masters to
ng, and what they had was very unsuited to the
presentatives of the Grand Lodge. I therefore
1at was lacking to be supplied, and the remainder
 that at the present time each District is furnished
nt set of regalia, contained in a neat box bearing
he Grand Lodge, and the number of the District.
amotint received from the Brethren on account of
Fund is $18,637.25 for the present year, and
since 1867. o
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The whole number of .initiates the present year is
- being 10 less than the number of last year.

The number of affiliated members is 23,125, being
crease over last year of 1,619.

) EXPENSES OF D.D.G. MASTERS.

I have authorized the Grand Treasurer to pay the e:
of the meetings of the District Deputy Grand Mast
follows : —

December, 1871 . . . . . .+ ¢ « « « « o+ e o W
June, 1872 . .7 L . L L L o o L 0 .o e .
September, 1872 . . . . . . L. 0 L L 0 o0 . .

Total « . « . . . . f .o ...

The expenses of the D.D.G. Masters’ meeting, in
1872, were generously paid by the Chairman of the Bo:
D.D.G. Master for the First District.

EXPENSES OF GRAND LECTURERS. .
The Grand Treasurer has also paid the expenses of th
ings of the Grand Lecturers to the amount of $50.50.

RETURNS OF D.D.G. MASTERS.
The returns of the D.D.G. Masters for the present year

amount to . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 8
For the year 1871 they were . . . . . . . . .. . Y
Showing an excess for the present yearof . . . . . . . §

R. W. Brothers Lawrence of the First District, Danf

the Third District, Welch of the Fourth District, and G

" of the Seventeenth District, decline to present any bill
penses.

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.
In behalf of the Board of Directors I have to repe

early in the year the Board voted to reduce.the rent «
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Lodges, meeting‘in this building, for the use of
om $600 per annum to $500.
rd also voted to fix the salary of the Grand Treas- -
sum of $500, thus rendering a tardy act of justice
\borious and faithful officer.
 of the Board, the large room in this building
27 and 28, from which no income had ever been
s divided into three rooms, which were immediately
ye Sodality rooms, at an annual rental of $450.

CONTRIBUTIONS RETURNED FROM CHICAGO.

“regier, in behalf of the Masonic Board of Relief of
as returned the sum of $1,683.07, which, together
um of $53.28 not forwarded, making a total of
now remains in the hands of the Grand Treasurer
ind contributed by the Grand Lodge and Brethren
sdiction, fog the relief of members of the Frater-
ffered by the Chicago fire.

demands upon us for charity during the present
ikely to be more than usually numerous and press-
mmend that this sum be allowed to remain in the
1e Grand Treasurer, to be disbursed by the Com-
harity, subject to the order of the Grand Master.

INSURANCE UPON TIIE TEMPLE.
e mortgage upon the Temple was negotiated with
nt Institution of the Town of Boston, the mort-
rired ‘the deposit of policies of insurance to the
$150,000, all of which they stipulated should be in
ces. By the -recent fire in Boston all those com-
e rendered bankrupt, and it became necessary to
insurance. This has bcen done in various com-
of Boston, which were considered the safest. The
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cost of these policies does not appear in the year’s accounts
they have not yet.been delivered.” The remainder of
insurance upon the building, $25,000, and that upon the fu
ture, 83_2,000, was in foreign offices, which are believed to
solvent.

DIFFERENCES IN FINANCIAL.REPORTS EXPLAINED.

The financial reports of the Grand Master and Audil
Committee were made up independently and without prev:
consultation. The committe¢ have excluded from both s
of the account the notes which were simply renewed.
only other difference between the two reports arises fro
slightly different classification of items.

METHOD OF REDUCING THE DEBT.

Our financial condition has been very clearly set before j
While we have much reason for congratulating ourselves
we have emerged from the position of peril and dange
which we found ourselves a few years ago, we are by no me
so well situated as we ought to be, and as we should !
been, if the Brethren had generally contributed to the relie
the Grand Lodge, as I advised in 1867, when our condi
seemed the most desperate. In accordance with the unanin

, vote of the Grand Lodge the Temple had been erected, wit
any provision for its cost, by great sacrifice of time and mone
individual Brethren, and when it was completed, we found
selves burdened with a debt of $475,000 in round numl
In the aggregate this seemed enormous, and many Bret
were disposed to abandon the property in despair. W
-counsels, however, prevailed, and the decree of the 18t
March, 1867, was passed. At first it was bitterly opposed,
when the necessity.became known, and it was apparent th
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> from our difficulties was thus afforded, the Breth-
nerally acquiesced. It is true the cost of the Tem-
ry great, but if we regard the subject in the right
hall ask, What has it cost us individually? The
ne dollar per year for thirteen years, or ten dollars
+ advance payment. Certainly this cannot be re-
\n extravagant price for us to pajr in order to place
ession of the Grand Lodge this magnificent property,
few years will yield an abundant income to be dis-
those charities which  are so incessantly called*
lich we have too long almost totally neglected. So
> I desire the advent of that .happy period, and so
ressed have I been with our neglect of dutS' in years
matter of charity, that I cannot refrain from urging
once more, the importance of anticipating the pay-
» members’ tax. That tax is payable for seven years
'he immediate advance payment for the whole term
ember, who has not already commuted, would ena-
reduce the debt about $100,000, and the amount we
erwise expend in interest upon that sum, we could
harity. If the advance payment is made, the whole
n be used in the reduction of the principal of the
f one dollar per year is paid, one-half of the amount
e payment of interest, and only one-half can be ap-
e redulction of the principal. Thus we are wasting
th, and accomplishing but little for the relief of the
ige. At the end of the thirteen years a considerable
the debt will remain unpaid, because so large & part
tributions has been wasted in the payment of inter-
| the members had commuted in 1867, we could have
e debt by $150,000 more, and thus saved to the Grand
n $10,000 to $12,000 annually, which we have paid in

.
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interest ; in.other words, the Grand Lodge would to-day be f
$50,000 to $75,000 richer, and none of us would feel
poorer; all at a cost to us of ten dollars each. I trust
every Brother will give this subject due consideration unti
realizes the expediency of the course which I have so often
8o persistently urged.

MOORE’S FREEMASON’S MONTHLY MAGAZINE.

R.W. Brother Charles W. Moore, the editor of the F
mason’s Monthly Magazine, has issued a circular to the ]
ternity, informing them that the support extended to that |
lication is not sufficient to warrant its continuance, and tha
will cease to issue it after one year from the first of Jant
.next, when a new volume commences, unless a suffic
number of subscribers is obtained to at least pay the ac
cost of publication. Brethren throughout the country b
expressed the greatest regret that the idea of discontint
this, the oldest Masonic publication in the world, should
entertained for a moment. It has been published for thirty-
years without interrﬁption, and has become almost a neces
to the Craft.

Here in Massachusetts we are under special obligation:
support the magazine, on account of the debt of gratitude
owe to its editor for life-long services, and particularly for
stand he took and maintained so persistently against the A
Masonic frenzy which raged forty years ago. I trust t
many of the Brethren will contribute the trifling amount of
subscription required, and ensure the continuance of this v:
able magazine, at least during the life of its honored editor.
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SYMPATHY AND ASSISTANCE AFTER THE BOSTON FIRE
OF NOV. 9TH AND 10TH.

clock on Sunday evening, the 10th of November last,
from M.W. Samuel C. Perkins, Grand Master of
Pennsylvania, a telegram in the following words : —

PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 10, 1872.
RSON, Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts : —

me if the suffering of the Brethren from the fire requires
broad, and I will summon the Grand Lodge at once, assuring
npt and generous response te any call upon the fraternal sym-
Masons of Pennsylvania.
S. C. PErkiNs,
Grand Masier.

11th, I received the following dispatch from R.W.
Cregier, P.G.M. of Illinois: —

. CHicAGo, Nov. 11, 1872.
RSON, Grand Master : —
mns of Chicago, deeply sensible of their obligations to the -
isachusetts for prompt and generous aid in time of distress,
to dS their duty towards their Brethren of Boston, sufferers
y reciprocal action. Make known your needs at once.

Dewirr C. CREGIER, P.G. M.

2th of November I received from Brother A. V. H.

Chairman of the Masonic Relief Committee of Wis-
elegram authorizing me to draw on him ‘ for one
ollars at sight, if required for relief of the mem:bers.”
other Charles W. Moore received a letter, of which
ng is a copy : —

St. JoskprH, Mo., Nov. 12, 1872.
es W. Moore, Boston : —

y— We deeply regret to hear of the great calamity that has
r city. As thousands of Masons and their families must be in
88, our Masonic Board of Relief have contributed a small
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amount for their benefit. Enclosed find a check on N. Y. for 81
which you will please place in the hands of your Masonic Board of
and request a receipt for the same.
Yours fraternally,
W. R. PeNics

Pres. St. Joseph Masonic Board of Rl

The following letter was received from the Deputy G
Master of New York : —

OFrICE oF DEPUTY GRAND MASTER OF Mas
IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK, Nov. 1.1, 187:

SerENo DwicHT NICKERSON, Grand Master of Masons in the
of Massachusetts : —

M.W. Sir AND DEear BrormER,—I feel it my duty, representir
Grand Lodge of the ‘¢ Empire State” in this metropolis, its great cit;
knowing full well that our M. W. Grand Master (residing at Buffalo)
e here, and the entire Fraternity, would fully concur in my expres:
you and the Fraternity of your much stricken city, the profoundest
pathy in your great affliction, and to extend you substantial aid, if ne
to relieve the sore distressed of our heloved Order, who have bee
prived of their all by the devouring element.

Please inform me if we can render you any assistance.

With sincere sympathy in your great loss, and earnest fraternal r
believe me, M. W. Sir and dear Brother, .

Yours truly and fraternally,

ELLwoop E. THORNE,
. Deputy Grand Mas

The following wa:s received from the Grand Master of M:
in Rhode Island : —

OFFICE AT PAwTUCKET, R. I., Nov. 13, 587
Wu. SEWALL GARDNER, Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts

My Dear Sir AxD M.W. BrOTHER, — In bechalf of the Mas
the State of ‘‘ Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,” I hereby t
our heartfelt sympathy to the Masons of Boston and vicinity, on ac
of the calamity which has befallen them in common with all clas:

heir fellow-citizens.
t
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rial aid will be cheerfully forwarded, if needed, and I sin-
I may hear from you previous to the 18th inst., at which time
rand Lodge holds its Semi-Annual Communication, that I may
y the whole matter before it.
Very respectfully and fraternally yours,
Lroyp MorToN,
Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island.

\
owing circular was received from Nebraska : —

NeBrasga City, November 14, 1872.

nic Fraternity of Massachusetts:
, CompANIONS AND SIR KN16HTS, — Hearing with sorrow the
mity which recently befell the City of Boston, and knowing
ved Fraternity must have suffered in common with others by
> late conflagration, and desirous of doing our duty in such an
we hereby, in behalf of the Craft in this young State, extend
and heartfelt sympathies, and ask that, in the event of our
Boston absolutely needing assistance, we be permitted to
1aterial aid to the suffering and needy, from our granaries,
and purses. We are ready and anxious to aid the distressed
of our ability. .
1ough to indicate in what manner we can best serve those in
 there be.
F1LL1AM E. HiLy, Grand Master, Nebraska City, Nebraska.
Fraternglly, :

WiLLiaM E. HiLr, Grand Master.

RoBerT R. LiviNGsTON, Grand High Priest.

ROBERT W FurNAs, Grand Commander.

hese communications I replied, that while we were
ful for the sympathy and assistance so generously
our Brethren in all parts of the country, we should
ged to draw upon the Masonic funds of other juris-
nd hoped ‘to be able to provide for any Masonic
ithout foreign aid.

the many offers of this kind which we have received,
es especial mention for its promptness and gener-
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On the 12th of November, R.W. Brother Lewis receive
following telegram : — '

CHICAGO, November 12, ]
WinsLow LEwrs, Grand Master A.F. and A.M: —
Waubansia Lodge, No. 160, forwards by mail this day to your a
draft for $100.00. It is one-half of her Treasury, having hersel
wholly destroyed by the Chicago fire.

. J. E. CHURC

A few days after, R.W. Brother Lewis received a letter
the same Brother, as follows : —

Cuicaco, November 12, ]
. WINSLOW Lewis, Grand Master of Masons, Boston; Mass. :

DEAR SirR AND BROTHER, — Enclosed find draft for $100. 00

Accompanying resolutions explain themselves. We have a vivi
ollection of our own necessities of one short year ago, and think
fully realize the needs of the Craft of your city, and would only dire
the enclosed be used for the relief of the worthy and sufferers
recent fire.

Fraternally, o
J. E. CaURC

W M. Waubansia Lodge,

The following resolutions accompanied the letter : —

At a meeting of Waubansia Lodge No. 160, A.F. and A.M., held »
evening, Nov. 11th, A.D. 1872, A.L. 5872, the following resol
offered by Bro. St. John, were seconded, and upon vote were unani
adopted : —

¢ Whereas, The City of Boston has been recently the scene of
conflagration, second only to that which visited our city but t
months ago; and

¢ Whereas, The Brethren of the Masonic Fraternity of Boston |
ticular, and Massachusetts in general, responded to the necessity
occasion, by forwarding prompt relief to their Brethren in Chicag
therefore be it

* Resolved, That Waubansia Lodge, No. 160, A.F. and A.}
tend their warmest sympathy to their Brethren of our stricken sist
and, although financially poor, having lost all that she possesse

.
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m, by the Chicago fire, yet she stretches out
Boston, with all the aid in her power.

sia Lodge forward at once the sum of $100.00,
er of a prominent Lodge in Boston, for the aid

ter of Waubansia Lodge be appointed to repre-
'ge of the matter on account of this Lodge.”

J. E. Caurch, Worshipful Master,
E. St. Jomx, Secretary.

these resolutions, our Bro. Lewis re-
7 appropriate language : —
) -
Bostox, November 18, 1872.
BRrOTHER, — Your telegram and the subse-
iived. They were directed to me as Grand
ned many years since. These documents I
our present presiding officer, from whom you
acknowledgment officially.
allow the opportunity to pass unnoticed with-
thanks to you and the members of your Lodge
God bless you all! And the blessing will

irt that happiness bestows,
«d happiness will bless.”

entwined together by mutual desolations, as
“hey have been drawn closely to each other by
together in temporary misfortunes. Let the
3. * So mote it be.”
n for you and for your Lodge,
(Signed,)

WinsLow LEwis.

of P.G.M. Cregier, and report of the

nbly of the Craft in Chicago, will be of
in this connection.

Cricaco, Nov. 14, 1872.
Yaster of Masons in Massachusetls: —

BrROTHER, — Your telegram of yesterday re-
balf of the Fraternity of this city, and I mgy
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say of this entire jurisdiction, to join you in fervent thanksgiving t«
that amid the calamitous fire which has visited your noble city y
enabled ¢‘to take care of the immediate sufferings of all” without
ance from abroad. The Masonic Fraternity of this city, remem
with grateful hearts the timely and generous aid rendered them
Craft of Massachusetts, during a similar ordeal, one year ago, ar
alive as to their duty towards their Brethren of Boston, and are a
and willing, as Christian men and upright Masons, to discharge th:
to the extent of their ability. While we sincerely regret the c
stances which have called forth this inadequate expression of fr:
sympathy, yet I but represent the feelings of every Mason in thi
when I say we are sorry to be denied the melancholy pleasure of r¢
cating in some measure the chenshed deeds of kindness on the part
Fraternity of Boston.

I have the honor to inclose herewith an account of the action
Craft of this city immediately upon learning of the great fire at B
This was but the beginning of the good work, as every Lodge in ot
would have responded. but for your dispatch, which seemed tol
further action unnecessary.

Our Grand Master, Bro. Jas. A. Hawley, has, by prompt official 1
rendered practical his expressions of deep sympathy for those
Craft who had met with disaster at Boston.

Accept assurances of my personal sympathy for the citizens gen
and especially for iny Brethren of the City of Boston.

Tendering to you, M.W. Sir, a full mecasure of esteem, I am

Yours very truly and fraternally,
Dewirr C. CREGIER, P.G

West SipE Masoxic TeMi
CHicaco, Nov. 12, 187

A Mass Meeting of the Masonic Fraternity was held at the ¢ Te
on Tuesday evening, Nov. 12, 1872, to take action for the relief
Craft of Boston, sufferers by the late fire, A majority of the Lod
the city were represented. The meeting was called to order by P.
T. Gurney, and on motion, Bro. Dewitt C. Cregier, P.G.M., was cal
the chair, and P.M. G. W. Barnard was elected Sec;'etary.

The Chairman said the present was a time which tried the hea
Masons. A little more than one year ago many of the Craft in thi
were sufferers by the greatest fire known to history. Many of them
beggars, without homes,. their dwellings and places of pusiness b
been destroyed. But it was but a few hours before the glad tidings
from all over the world that succor was at hand, and that aid wou
sent immediately.
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)t now dweil upon how much was sent—how much from
— from Boston, which had just passed through a similar

they should, consider what should be done for the relief of
1 in that city — what way they could best reciprocate their
heir Christian charity, their unbounded gifts of money and

that there was a vast difference between the suffering here
t they did not know what may be the distress in Boston, and
n hand to make some movement towards reciprocating their
ie Craftsmen of Massachusetts sent to those in the city of
)0, and he hoped they would telegraph to Boston that there
re ready for their sufferers. He had sent the following dis-
et had not received a reply.

ON, Grand Master, care CHARLES H. TrTUS. Grand Secretary, Masonic
Temple, Boston. Mass.: —

of Chicago, deeply ible of their obligati to the Craft of Massa-
mpt and generous aid in time of distress, are anxious to do their duty
ethren of Boston. sufferers by the fire, by reciprocal action. Advise us
e known your wants.”

N

Gurney spoke feelingly of the terrible calamity, remarking
ft of this city now had an opportunity to exemplify what
and expressing himself as confident that a generous response
e.

f the different Lodges present pledged their Lodges for
ints, and the Chairman was authorized to request the Grand
ode Island, who has in his hands $2,870, which was collected
ers by the Chicago fire, to forward the money to Boston for
> Craft of this city.

the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Most Worship-
dge of the State of Illinois, James A. Hawley, of Dixon,
requested to make an order on the R.W. Grand Treasurer
f $1,000, the amount to bhe forwarded to Boston for the
sufferers by the fire. Bro. H. Duvall was appointed a com-
, to proceed to Dixon by this night's train, to give the Grand
of the action had, and receive the order asked for.

n was adopted, requesting the Masonic Board of Relief, of
licago. to advance to this committee the sum of $1,500, in
ere might be no delay in forwarding money if a reply to the
 stated that relief was needed.

ing-named Brethren, T. T. Gurney, L. A. Hamblin, D. H.
ey Thomas, and A. C. Gleeson, were appointed a committee
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to wait on the several Lodges of the city, and ask them to take imi
steps to reimburse the Board of Relief for the money advanced.

A Committee on Resolutions, consisting of Brothers Sidney Tho
H. Miles, and Geo. K. Hazlitt was appointed; and, after consultatic
presented the following report: —

“ Whereas, We, the members of the various Masonic Lodges of C
in mass meeting assembled, do most earnestly desire to express o
found sympathy with our Brethren of Boston, in their deep af
knowing well the keen anguish that results from such a fearful vis
and

¢ Whereas, To the Craftsmen of Boston, we owe not only the ob
incumbent upon all Masons but an extraordinary debt of gratitude
genegous impulses that prompted them to fly to our relief when in d
and

¢ Whereas, We gladly avail ourselves of the present opportunity t
rocate, even in a small degree, their great generosity to us, and
same time, our admiration of their many noble qualities of he
heart; therefore,

¢« Resolved, That we request our Most Worshipful Past Grand
Dewitt C. Cregier, to proceed forthwith to Boston, and ascertain th
of the Craft, sufferers by the late fire, and distribute such funds as
placed i his hands by the Craft of Chicago to the amount of $5,0(
that he advise the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Illinois, by te
of the necessities of the Brethren of Boston.”

Bro. Sidney Thomas made a brief address, alludmg to the gener
Boston when Chicago was in ashes.

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, and the meeting adj:

subject to the call of the Chairman.
. G. W. BarKA!

Secre
Approved, —DEwITT C. CREGIER,

Chatrman.

WesT Sipe Masoxic T

CHIcAGO, Nov. 22, 18

Pursuant to the call of the Chairman a Mass Meeting of the !

Chicago was held at the Temple, on Friday evening, Nov. 22, |

hear the report of the committee appointed to wait on the several .

and receive contributions for the Brethren of Boston, sufferers

late fire in that city, and such other information as would tend to s
necessities and wishes of the Craft of Boston.

The Chairman read the following telegram received in answes

of the 11th inst: —

 The loss is frightful, but, thank God. we can stand it and take care of the in
suffering also without help. Many thanks for your generous offer.”
¢¢ (Bigned)
% 8. D. NICKERSON, Grand .}
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Chairman of the Contribution Committee, that
d Voted, 8500.00, Cleveland Lodge, No. 211,
nding that the amount would be doubled if
396, $250.00, Union Park, No. 610, 8100.00,
»ded. Prince Edwin Lodge U.D., §250.00.
met on Monday evening Nov. 11th, and Voted,
d to Boston, on Tuesday, A.M. the 12th inst.
:ceived that aid for the Craft of Boston was
ther Lodges of the city from taking action in

hat he had received of Bro. H. Duvall, the
)y the M.W. Grand Master, James A. Hawley,
and Lodge of the State of Illinois, for the

was appointed to express the sense of this
on of the M.W. Grand Master in the matter of
and Treasurer, for $1,000.00, for the relief of

others G. K. Hazlitt, T. T. Gurney and L. A.
who reported as follows : —
ons of Chicago, are desirous of expressing our
* our M.W. Grand Master, James A. Hawley,
tingly acting in aid of our Brethren of Boston,
9th and 10th, 1872, therecfore be it
{asons of Chicago, do most sincerely tender our
s to our M.W. Grand Master, for his prompt
matter before mentioned, and that the Scere-
rd him a copy of this resolution.

Geo. K. Hazurrr.

T. T. GTrNEY.

L. A. HaMBLIN,

Commattee.”
ljourned.
H. DuvaLt,
Secretary pro tem.
'REGIER,
Chairman. )

nentioned in the foregoing, Dearborn Lodge,
renant Lodge, No. 526, 8150.00.
Dewirt C. CREGIER,
Chaitrman.
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PROCEEDINGS oF 1871.

Many letters cf approval and commendation of the vc
of Proceedings of this Grand Lodge for the year 1871,
been received, and I select the following from Lord Tent:
as of special interest: —

‘Woobpsipg, TYNMO
Nov. 15, 187
CrarLEs H. Tirus, Esq: —

Sir AND BROTHER, —I have to request you to convey to the
Lodge of Massachusetts, my thanks for the very interesting v
reporting the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge for the year 1871, w
have received through the Secrctary of the Grand Lodge of En
Owing to my absence from London, this volume has only recently r
me.

The record of the progress of Freemasonry, contained in it, canr
to be highly satisfactory to every lover of the Craft, and shows hos
ously those who have presided over it in Massachusetts must have 1
in the good cause of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.

I cannot address this letter to you without expressing the deey
pathy which is felt in England for the grievous calamity which
fallen your great city, for whose re-establishment in prosperity no o
wish more sincerely than )

Yours obediently and fraternally,
TEXTERDE
Sentor Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of Engla

CASE OF DISLOYALTY.

At the Stated Communication of the Grand Lodge o
27th December, 1867, M.W. Grand Master Dame reported

¢“I am ha};py to say that all the Lodges under our jur
tion, but two, have made their returns, and that ther
but a few individual members who have not met this tax”
Capitation Tax), ‘“and those individitals will receive
special attention as the circumstances demand. These
Lodges will receive my early attention and action.”
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imunication, Dec. 9,1868, M.W. Grand
ferred to this subject as follows: —
1 Address it became my duty to report
o of the Lodges, in refusing to comply
irand Lodge, imposing a Capitation Tax
: of these Lodges has since so far dis-
s as a Lodge, in that particular, as to
its members, but specially reporting
whose names are herewith submitted, as
h the‘ order. This refusal requires the
2 Grand Lodge.
: only persisted in its recusancy, but,
ed upon by the Deputy for the District,
- Grand Master, has treated the calls of
1 neglect, and the communications of the
tempt. Such a defiance of the authority
and insult to its official head, I have
to reprove with. all the severity with
I accordingly (as authorized by the
ath Article of the Constitutions), on the
, directed a mandamus to the R.W. Dis-
district, commanding him to demand of
ens of said Lodge the payment of the
members for the years 1867 and 1868,
aeglect or refusal to meet the demand
1d in that case, to suspend the Lodge
| by the Grand Lodge. The exereise of
en one of the most painful of my official
3 which I was not at liberty, under my -
» decline. The offence was an act of
a denial of the authority of the Grand
d over in silence, would establish a
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precedent ruinous to all Masonic government. I am ha
be able to add, however, that within a few days the R.V
Grand Master has reported that this Lodge has paid the
tation Tax for 1867, and has made its returns and payn
dues for the current year, and the mandamus was re
without further process.”

The report of the District Deputy Grand Master ¢
year (1868) upon this subject was as follows : —
: Lodge, which had not paid t
for last year, I made a full statement to them of the
tion of things, and of what the result to them would be

¢ On my visit to

still refused to pay, and ggve them three days in wl
arrange it. Within that time, they paid the tax for la
in full, and paid for thirty-seven members for the presen
-accounting for the balance of members returned, as six r
to pay, and fifteen as non-paying or not accessible.”

In 1869 the return is as follows : —

¢ Number of members returned last year, 38 paying, 16 non-payin

Admitted this yearnone. . . . . . . . . . .
Dimitted . . . .-, . . .
Died . . . . . . . . ..

Present number of members .
Members withinourreach. . . . . . . . . .

and their names only are given in the list of membe
these twenty-three are named under the head, *‘ membe
ing the Grand Lodge tax of 81.00,” and fourteen are
under the head of ‘ members not paying the Grand
tax.” No candidates were initiated during the year s
. work was donc according to the return.

In the year 1870, the District Deputy Grand Mas
ported : —
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3 made no report or paid any Grand
rear, and although I have written the
ad Secretary in regard to the matter, I
y answers to my communications.” A
was afterwards rendered and a part of
:ipt being dated Dec. 24, 1870. On the
1e D.D. Grand Master made a settlement
dues in 1869 and 1870.
: D.D.G.Master reports as follows : —

ening, October 25, visited Lodge.
y, and but few members were present.
as accurate as I had reason to expect,
3 substantially correct. Their Records
Il and accurately kept as they should
d fees were not ready, and at the time
rt, December 2d, have not been re-
a of this Lodge is not at all satisfactory,
very unsatisfactory ; and my hopes, one
uld come out from under the- cloud that
ave not been realized. It may become
1id Lodge to take some action in regard to
nce, at the time of my visit, from the
that their returns with the fees should be
e week. I have written three times to
the W.M. in regard to the matter, but
advance the matter.”

t year was afterwards received, the Dis-
aster’s receipt bearing date December 2,
te, was more satisfactory than any the
for several years. I was, therefore, en-
t a better spirit was beginning to prevail, ‘
ould sobn resume the high position which
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it had occupied, until within a few years, as one of the
and best Lodges in the jurisdiction.

It was, therefore, with extreme disappointment and
- that I read the following letter, received on tl;e 5th inst
the District Deputy Grand Master.

. Orrice or THE DisTrICT DEPUTY GRAND M.
MasoNIC Di1STRICT OF MASSACHUSE
Dec. 3, A.D. 1872, A. L.

Serexo D. Nickersox, M. W. Grand Master : —

DEAR SiR AND BroTHER, — Herewith I hand you an abstrac
Reports from the Masonic District under my charge for the yea
Aug. 81, 1872.

I have delayed almost to the last moment in the hope that I cou
report from every Lodge in the District. One came in last even
one has not reported or paid any dues yet. Something will has
done with this Lodge, to bring them to a sense of their duty. My
with them is well-nigh exhausted, and longer forbearance will cea
a virtue. I will see you in reference to this at the meeting of th
Lodge.

I find it impossible to get complete reports, arising from the ir
manner in which their Records have been kept in past years, and
stant change of Secretaries, some of whom do not appear to un
their business. I don’t know how this can be remedied; perhaps }
have some suggestion to make in regard to this matter.

Yours fratern:
_ > D.D

I have recited these facts at length, although they ¢
all nor in some respects the most offensive acts of insub
tion of this Lodge, and its Worshipful Master, in ord
you might see that I had good grounds for the very c
action which I took in the premises.

Immediately upon the perusal of the letter just quote
the D.D.G.Master, I wrote the following letter to the
shipful Master of the Lodge in question, and mailed it
address, on the day of its date.
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GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER,
BosTtox, Dec. 5, 1872.

ster of Lodge : —
as been the case for several years past, the Returns of your

been received at this office without any report or dues from

utions expressly declare what returns you shall make, and
shall pay and when. Every member of your Lodge, at his
mnly promised that he would  stand to and abide by all the
stitutions of Freemasonry, together with the particular regu-
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge under whose jurisdiction”
e, and you have taken an additional obligation ‘ strictly to
ry edict of the Grand Lodge.”
ding these solemn promises, you and your Lodge have per-
erately, and wilfully violated the Constitutions and Regula-
rand Lodge, and disobeyed the orders of your superiors in
grant has been your conduct in this respect that you and
ave become a shame and a disgrace to the Craft, which cane
o longer. My predecessors have borne with you for years
1at you would see the error of your ways and return to the
f your own accord. This forbearance, however, seems only
ou to more and more open and gross insubordination and
I have long been determined that this state of things should
I insist upon your immediate compliance with every jota of
ons and Regulations of the Grand Lodge, so far as may be
, and I give you distinct warning that such compliance on
be strictly and watchfully enforced under the severest pains
I particularly enjoin and command you to forward to me
1 and complete return of your Lodge for the past year, as
he Grand Constitutions, and also the full amount of your
rand Lodge. In accordance with the order of the Grand
June 14, 1871, I hereby forbid you ‘ to work in any of the
asonry ” until such returns and dues are placed in my hands.
ual Communication on the 11th inst. I shall make a full
conduct to the Grand Lodge, and recommend that, unless it
rthwith and satisfactory assurances given of obedience and
“harter be revoked.
e, I command you to cause this letter to be read in open
next Stated Communication of your Lodge.
not at your peril.
’ SereNo DwiGcHT NICKERSON,
Grand Master.
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In reply to this communication the Master
peared in person, delivered the returns and p:
his Lodge, and made such explanation as he
carnest request, and upon his assurance that the
further cause to question the loyalty or obedienc
I have consented to suppress the name of the L
however, thought it proper to report the case
action in the premises was so unusual. Itis to
no similar case may occur hereafter.

With this single exception I believe a spirit o
to the Grand Lodge prevails throughout the jur
trust the members of this Lodge will speedily p
in accord with their Brethren.

« All of which is respectfully submitted.
SEReNO DwigHT N

The Auditing Committee presented theit
port, which was accepted and ordered to be

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTE
GrAND LoDGE oF X
Boston, Decen

The Auditing Committee of the Most Wo
Lodge have attended to their duty, and respectf
following report : —

They have examined the books and accounts
Treasurer, and find the same to have been corr
rately kept, and his payments duly authorized
vouched.

For the year ending December 11, 1872, he ¢
with the following
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RECEIPTS.

e e e e e+« e & . . 815,364.07
e e e e e e e e 2,900.00
AXES . + . . e e e e e 27,485.97
Masters for returns . . . . 30,447.35
and Lodges under dispensation . 920.00
[T T 245.00
tee . . . . . . . .. . 1,736.35
irned by Companies failed in con-

292.45

1. o . . . . .. . .. 871909119

claims to be credited with the fol-

PAYMENTS.

andcancelled . . . . . . 8$600,00
e e e e e .. ... 24,455.08
dvertising and lithographing . . 5,816.70
e e e e e e e e e e 4,972.50
B S 4,257.41
1 Grand Treasurer . . . . . 8,280.56
g Temple . . . © . . . . 2,144.90

pairs on same . . . . . . 2,396.03
emple . . . . . . . . . 1,830.64
Grand Masters . . . . . . 1,217.84

C e e e e e e e e e 750.00
Grand Officers, laying Corner-

. constituting Lodges, installing

terals . . . . . L. L L. 385.12

BIY & .« ¢ e e e e e . . 80.15

ortgage . . . . . . . . $10,000.00
Yo e e e e e e e e e $3,000.00

lpayment . . . . . . . . §65,186.93
in cash to be carrted to new
e e e e e e e e e e 13,904.26

$79,091.91

88 of the Grand Lodge is as fol-
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Mortgage to Provident Institution for Savings .
Notes to Masonic Bodies . e e e e .
Note to Third National Bank, Boston c e e e .

Less cash on hand .
" Net indebtedness of the Grand Lodge, Dec. 11,

Your committee beg leave also to report
examined the Records of the Recording Gran
find them to have been accurately kept and

cribed.
All of which is respectfully submittec

PERCIVAL
H. Hosros
S. P. Oy

The Grand Treasurer submitted his Ar
the Sinking Fund, which was adopted.

REPORT OF SINKING FUND.

IN GeraND LODGE OF
Dec

The Grand Treasurer has received during tl
the District Deputy Grand Masters : —

For members’ tax and commutation .
The amount reported last year as recexved in 186
1869, 1870 and 1871, was

Makjng a total of receipts under decree passed Mas
1867,0f . . . . . . . o . . 0 ...

All of which has been applied to the reductic
the Temple.

Respectfully subn

Joan M
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election of Grand- Officers having
the voters was made by the Grand
it appeared that the whole number
3 cast was four hundred and eighty-

Master, having requested the R.W.
er to assume the Oriental Chair,
and Lodge, condacted by the W.
irethren all rising.

was called from labor for the space

r, it was ordered that the Grand
_ to the election of M.W. Grand

d Master appointed as Tellers to
it the votes for Grand Master, R.W.
. Josiah C. Fuller, and W. Richard

srted the whole number of votes for
v to be four hundred and twenty,
neteen of which were for M.W.
rson, of Boston, and he was declared
faster for the year ensuing. |

Master appointed as the committee
and Master, inform him of his re-
e him to the Grand Lodge : —
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R.W. Wmstow LEwis . . . . . . . . . . PastGrand!
RW.JouN T.HEARD . . . . « ¢« « . « . © ¢
R.W. WiLLiam D. CoorLinge . . . . =+ . . . ¢
RW.CHarLes C.Dane . . . . . . . . . ¢
R.W. WiLLiaM S. GARDNER . . « . « . . . e

The committee, with the Grand Marshal and
Stewards, waited upon the Grand Master, and, |
conducted him to the Grand East, the R'W. L
Grand Master announced to him his re-election
words following : —

MosT WoRSHIPFUL : — One year ago to-day the Mas
this Commonwealth, by their representatives, who cc
this Grand Lodge, chose you tc be their Grand Master, :
a circumstance almost unprecedented in the history
Grand Lodge you received every vote.

That you have fulfilled their expectations in the dis

, of the arduous duties of your high office, and that they
ciate the untiring energy, ability and devotion whicl
characterized your course during the past year is evin
their having re-elected you Grand Master for the ensuing

The M.W. Grand Master responded as follows : -

RicET WoRsHIPFUL DEPUTY GRAND MASTER AND BrI
oF THE GrAND LopGe:—1I app}eciate, most highly, t
newed evidence of your confidence, and assure you that
be my constant endeavor to demonstrate that it has nc
misplaced. The duties of the office which you have
assigned me are exceedingly laborious, involving, as
learned from the past year’s experience, great sacri
time, and personal convenience and comfort. I shall cc
to make them very cheerfully, in the hope that I may t
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to contribute, in some degree at least, to the pros-
1sefulness of the Fraternity in this jurisdiction.

ate that it may become my duty in the future, as it

 the past, to make some appointmentg, and render
ons which may not meet the approval of all the
If such cases shall occur I beg you to believe that
s not dictated by any private or personal motives,
1cere desire to promote what I confidently consider
erests of the Craft. No member of the Fraternity
> highly, or more ardently desires, the applause of
n than I do; but I should not value, and I will not
he expense of a good conscience. With this assur-
rour candid judgment of my conduct of affairs, and
ous support; with these on your part, and aug-.
] and devotion on the part of your Grand Master,
ture to anticipate a year of renewed and increased
o the cause of Freemasonry in Massachusetts.

ind Master, having resumed the Grand East,
R.W. Charles C. Dame, W. Charles T. Per-
V. John Haigh a committee to collect, sort and
rotes for Senior Grand Warden.
ion of the Recording Grand Secretary, it was
at the call of Lodges be dispensed with in vot-
remaining elective officers.
umittee reported the whole number of votes for
and Warden to be four hundred and one, of
Henry Endicott, of Cambridge, had three
nd twenty-two, and he was declared elected
ind Warden for the ensuing year.

TSI G TR T T ¢
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The same committee was instructed to receive, sor
count the votes for Junior Grand Warden.

The compmittee reported the whole number of
cast for Junior Grand Warden to be two hundrec
fifty-four, of which R.W. Joseph K. Baker, of D
port, had two hundred and forty-six, and he was dec
elected Junior Grand Warden for the ensuing year.

R.W. Wyzeman Marshall and Edward Avery, an
Joseph Winsor, were appointed a commiftee to co
sort and count the votes for Grand Treasurer.

The committee reported the whole number of
cast for Grand Treasurer to be two hundred and {
eight, all of which were for R.W. John McClella
Boston, and he was declared elected Grand Treasure
the year ensuing.

R.W. Samuel C. Lawrence, Samuel P. Oliver and
drew G. Smith, were appointed a committee to co
_sort and count the votes for Recording Grand Secrets

The committee reported the whole number of vote:
for Recording Grand Secretary to be three hundred
two, all of which were for R.W. Charles H. Titu
Boston, and he was declared elected Recording C
Secretary for the year ensuing.

R.W. William D. Coolidge, Samuel P. Oliver and
drew G. Smith, were appointed a cammittee to co
sort and count the votes for four Directors, two of
class, to be elected for two years.

The committee reported the whole number of !
cast for Directors, to be two hundred and twenty-
That R.W. Charles Levi Woodbury, of Boston, of
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' had two hundred and twenty-two ; R.W. Sam-
awrence of Medford, of the first class, had' two
and nineteen; R.W. William F. Salmon, of
f the second class, had two hundred and twenty-
Henry Endicott, of Cambridge, of the second
two hundred and twenty-two, and they were
declared to be elected Directors, for the term of

Newell A. Thompson, Bro. Joseph B. Mason
lenry W. Hartwell, were appointed a committee
, sort and count the votes for Auditing Com-

mmittee reported the whole number of votes
Auditing Committee to be one hundred and
That R.W. Percival L. Everett, of Boston, had
red and seventy ; R.W. Samuel P. Oliver, of
ad one hundred and seventy ; W. Hocum Hos-
Lowell, had one hundred and seventy, and they
ared elected Auditing Committee for the cnsuing

ommittee on Healing submitted the following
n the petition of William H. Clemence, of

F COMMITTEE ON HEALING ON THE PETITION OF WIL-
LIAM H. CLEMENCE, OF LOWELL.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.
ANNUAL COMMUNICATION,
December 11, A.L. 5872.

mmittee on Healing, to whom was referred the peti-
illiam H. Clemence, of Lowell, for a formal healing,
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having considered the subject matter of the petition, r
fully report : —

That this case furnishes an illustration, though a humt
of the wide-spread and pervading destruction caused by
cent calamitous fire in this city. The case had been inves
and a report prepared, v.vhich, together with the petitic
papers annexed, and a report and accompanying papers
case of Silas Megquier, were sent, on the day previous
fire, to the office of R.W. Bro. Edward Avery, for his ex
tion and signature. But the fire, or gunpowder, reachi
building in which R.W. Bro. Avery’s office was locate
sumed these papers, among others vastly more import
him, and the present report is founded wholly upon the o
of the Chairman, which, as he believes, retains a firm
upon the facts contained in the papers destroyed.

In the year 1863, the petitioner, then a resident of ]
made application for the Degrees in Masonry to Ancien
Lodge, of that city, and was rejected. In 1869 he re
from Lowell to North Carolina, having accepted a posi
the employment of the U. S. Government, and with tl
intent then to change his domicile to N. Carolina. Havir
removed he applied for the degrees to Tabasco Lodge,
State, was accepted and received the Three Degrees.
application to Tabasco Lodge, he stated that he had bee
viously rejected in Ancient York Lodge, and in his petit
healing he affirms his belief that Tabasco Lodge 1
knowledge of the provisions of our Constitutions rela
rejected candidates, and supposed that from his residence
Carolina they had the right to admit him and confer upc
the degrees. He also avers that he was entirely ignor
those provi'sions, and received the degrees at the ha
Tabasco Lodge in perfect good faith, and without the sl
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iolate our regulations. In 1871, his health having
m the climate of N. Carolina, he removed his resi-
1 to Lowell, and on his arrival shere learned for the
hat the degrees had been wrongfully conferred upon
basco Lodge, and that his status as a Mason was

and illegal. It is, perhaps, hardly necessary to
e did not, prior to his admission by Tabasco Lodge,
necessary recommendation of Ancient York Lodge,
nsent of the M.W. Grand Master of this Common-
ut Ancient York Lodge, to whom the petitioner
yurse, be well known, endorses his statements, and
s the granting of his request, by formal vote, under
the Lodge, and with the signature of the Secretary,
was attached to the petition. Under these circum-
ur committee recommend that the prayer of -the
ve granted.

For the committee,
TrAcY P. CHEEVER,
Chairman.

ort was accepted, and the recommendation that
ner be formally healed, was adbpted.

mmittee to whom was referred an alleged mis-
tion in the case of Seth Winslow, by a former
fficer and permanent member of this Grand
esented the following report : —

Ix GraNp LopgEg, December 11, A.L. 5872.
mittee of the Grand Lodge appointed at the Quar-
munication in June last, in relation to certain im-
resentations made by a former Grand Officer, in the
th Winslow, have considered the subject and beg

port: —
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It appears from the report of the committee, of whick
Tracy P. Cheever was chairman, made to this Grand
at that Communication, that the Grand Lodge of New
shire, in the matter of complaint of this Grand Lodge i
tion to the case of Seth Winslow, acted upon infor
which it believed to be authentic, and your committee
had reason so to believe. It further appears, fron
report, that on official inquiry, this information, so belie
be authentic, was wholly erroneous and fabricated, and
was given at Concord, New Hampshire, in the ante-rc
the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, by Bro.
permanent member of this Grand Lodge, and a

Grand Officer, who, it seems from this report, must has
there for that very purpose with Seth Winslow, and suc
in that purpose, by so misleading the Grand Lodge o
Hampshire.

Your committee find that the conduct of Bro. —
this regard was wholly unmasonic, and a manifest inter
with the relations subsisting between the two Grand I
of which this Grand Lodge, in justice to berself and he;
Grand Lodge, is bound to take notice. They therefore

that this misconduct of Bro. , a8 shown L

official record and correspondence, is such as to rend

unworthy of permanemt membership in this Grand Lodge
CuarLEs C. DaAME,

G. WaSHINGTON WARRE

NeweLL A. THOMPSON,

Comm

The report having been accepted, it was move
R.W. George W. Warren, That for reasons stated
report that has just been accepted by the Grand L
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of R.W. Bro. be stricken from
' permanent members of this Grand Lodge.

r this motion it was moved by W. Bro. Josiah
to defer action upon this motion until the next
Communication, and that the Grand Secretary
ed to notify Bro.
otion prevailed.

mmittee to whom had been referred certain
ts to the: Grand Constitutions made report as

of the pending action,

. OF COMMITTEE ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS.

Ix Graxp LobpgEe, Dec. 11, 1872.
mittee appoiﬁted to consider the amendment to
Article IIIL., Part 1., of the Grand Constitutions,
' report : — )
the judgment of your committee, the amendment
to pass, inasmuch as they are not aware of any
or an earlier meeting of the Grand Lodge at the
ommunications. They also are of the opinion that
Meeting should be called at an earlier hour in the
now provided for, and that the election should take
ly as two o’clock .M. If the Grand Lodge at its
eting should be called at eleven o’clock a.M. the
orts, required to be made before the election takes
| be submitted to the Grand Lodge, and the elec-
ace at two o’clock p.M.
purpose of presenting the views of your committee
d Lodge they submit the following amendments : —
ection 1, Article III., Part I., by striking out the
nber in the third line and adding, after the words

.'.'!"7 LT
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».M., the words, ‘The Apnual Communication of tl
Lodge shall be held in the City of Boston on th
Nednesday of December, at 11 o'clock a.M.”
Also amend Section 1, Article V1., Part I., by str
the figure ¢ 8,” and inserting instead thereof the fig
Respectfully submitted,
WitLiam S. Ga
J. WINSOR,
Jorx HaiGH.

The report was accepted, and the amendments
by the committee were referred to R.W. John T
W. William T. R. Marvin and W. Henry G. Fa

The same committee made further report as fo

In Graxp LobgEe, Dec.

The committee to whom was referred the amer

Section 4, Article IV., Part IIL., respectfully report:
That the same ought to pass. The whole sectior
sad '

Skcr. 4.— No Lodge under this jurisdiction sha
or expel a member from the rights of Masonry for th
ment of dues. The highest penalty for such deling
be forfeiture or suspension of membership. Whi
shall not be imposed until the delinquent has been di
of the time when, and place where action will be t

case.
Respectfully submitted,

Woriam S. (
J. WINSOR,
JouN HaiGH.
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ceived, R.W. Benjamin Dean sub-
addition to the amendment, viz.:
10 delinquent is out of the jurisdic-
ge, or unknown, no notice shall be

decided that the amendment re-
‘tee, as amended by the proposed
the rules, go to a committee and be
‘he next Quarterly Communication.
nended was therefore referred to
dner, W. Joseph Winsor and W.

vhom was referred the petition of
f Dedham, for restoration to the
f Freemasonry, made report, which
1 recommendation to grant the
tdopted.

TEE ON PETITION OF J. H. COBB.

In Granp Lobpge, Dec. 11, 1872.

»m was referred the petition of Jona-
m, praying that he may be ¢ restored
ileges of Freemasonry,” respectfully

obb, then a member of Constellation
expelled by this Grand Lodge from all
of Freemasonry, under the 2d Section
1st of its Constitutions, which reads

Lodge) when declared forfeited, shall
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be returned to the Grand Lodge, with the records, By-
seal, regalia, funds, and other property of the Lodge, of
description ; and all members of the Lodge who shall ref
make such surrender, or who shall vote to divide the

thereof among themselves, or to appropriate them in any
way than is herein designated, shall be liable to expulsio:
all the rights and privileges of Freemasonry.”

The specific charge, on which the petitioner was arr:
before the Grand Lodge in 1846, is contained in the
‘“any member who shall vote to divide the funds t
(meaning the Lodge) among themselves, or to apprc
them in any other way than is herein designated, shall be
to expulsion.” On this charge the petitioner, with two
associate members of said Constellation Lodge, after a fa
impartial trial, after every indulgence had been shown hin
opportunity offered for a reparation of his wrong-doing
found guilty, and solemnly expelled from all the right:
privileges of Freemasonry.

Your committee have not thought it necessary for the pi
purpose to examine the proceedings had at the trial,
consider the sufficiency of the evidence on which the ¢
sion was decreed by the Grand Lodge. They leave the r
as it stands, and as it has stood for more than a quarte
century. The question then is simply one of pardon fc
offence committed. The petitioner claims to have acted
the false impression that a majority of the members ¢
Lodge had, on its dissolution, a lawful right to divid
distribute its funds, as they should individually deter
This was his error, and the root of his offence; an obs!
persistence in it led him into the difficulty from which h
pray;s the Grand Lodge to relieve him; and as a reason f
favorable consideration of his petition, he says, ¢ He has
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1 believer in the truths and principles of Free-
nd has steadfastly maintained his love and friend-
e Fraternity, as well in the dark days of her distress
ution, as in these bright days of her unexampled
; and that he has ever believed that his obligations
~have been and are now binding upon him.” Your
do not, nor have they any desire to question the
1 of this statement. The petitioner is a gentleman
nce and of honorable social position, sustaining a
mong his fellow-citizens of unimpeachable integrity.
" near the close of his earthly career, and is, very
d laud ably, desirous of passing the remaining years
e in reserve for him, in honorable fellowship with his
ethren. In this natural and commendable purpose
ittee desire to aid him. His petition comes to this
ge, indorsed by the W. Master and officers of the
he place of his residence, and in the membership of
opes hereafter to become affiliated. These Brethren
ordially recommending his case to ¢ the favorable
1e Grand Lodge.” In the confidence of this recom-
and in the spirit of that principle of moral justice
‘hes that errors of judgment, though usually pro-
evil results, do not necessarily imply evil intention,
ittee recommend that the prayer of the petitioner be
nd that he be, and hereby is, restored to all his
privileges as a Mason, on the condition, and when-
all pay into the treasury of the present Constella-
, at Dedbam, a sum equal to that which he received
jvision of the funds of the original Lodge of the
 in 1845 ; and, further, that he shall, in the body of
2, renew his obligations of fealty to this Grand
Constitutions and regulations.
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The W. Master of said Constellation Lodge is hereby aut
ized and directed to superintend the fulfilment of these co
tions, and make report of his doings in the premises, to
Grand Lodge at its Quarterly Communication in March nex

) Respectfully submitted,
CeARLES W. MooR
N. A. THOMPSON,
Natr’L GREENE.

The committee on the Jurisdictional Limits of Lod
as affected by Municipal Changes, submitted the follow
report : —

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JURISDICTIONAL LIMITS
LODGES.

IN GraNDp LobGE, Dec. 11, 187

At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge

June last, the undersigned were appointed a committee
‘whom was referred the following : — '

¢¢ Resolved, That the whole subject of limiting the jurisdiction of Lo
to the territory originally given them by their Charters, be referred
committee to report at the next Quarterly Communication.”

The resolution is an important one, and deserves car
consideration. There are two classes of Lodges to whict
may be held to relate.

First, Lodges chartered within certain towns or cities, wh
municipal limits have been, or may be, changed by State le
lation ; and .

Second, Lodges located by their Charters within a cert
portion of a municipality.

There are a number of Lodges of -each class, and by
decisions of this Grand Lodge in part, and by long usage,
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n of both classes is held to be widely different from
by their Charters.
oming within the first class have been at different
idered by the Grand Lodge.
» Fellowship Lodge was chartered ¢ within the town
water.” In process of time, that town was, by the
e, divided into four towns, North Bridgewater, East
er, West Bridgewater, and Bridgewater. Fellowship
d its meetings in that part of the old town called
er, and when, at the March meeting of 1862, the
f its jurisdiction was passed upon, upon the recom-
of an able committee, it was decided that it was
the new town of Bridgewater.
ymittee in that case held Fellowship Lodge limited
v Bridgewater, because of the Constitutional provis-
1ed in Part 1V., Article IIL., Section 5, that ¢ appli-
initiation shall be made to.the Lodge in the town or
the petitiorier resides, if there be a Lodge therein.”
llowship Lodge claimed to be a Lodge in all the
mbraced in its Charter, and to be as much a Lodge
t of its territory as in the other; but the decision
vise. It is apparent that the decision in that case
argely of convenience, and because suited to the
' the particular case, rather than a necessary logical
-om the premises. Otherwise, if the new townshad been
th Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, West Bridgewater,
Bridgewater, Fellowship Lodge would have had no
er, and the Legislature of the Commonwealth would
d out a Lodge created by the Grand Lodge, by simply
1e town, leaving no portion of it with the old name.
id that the Lodge might in that case elect which of
vwns it would hold its meetings in, and thus elect
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its own jurisdiction, we should have a new doctrine. It
be no longer the act of the Legislature or of the Grand ]
but the act of the subordinate Lodge defining its own
diction. )

One provision of the Constitutions, which is held to lir
jurisdiction of Lodges, is the one quoted; and that rels
terms to applications for initiation, — that they must be
to the Lodge in the town where the petitioner resides, if
be a Lodge therein.”

Now where was Fellowship Lodge? Was it not
the Grand Lodge placed it? Where did the Grand
place it? Did it not place it in all the territory of :
towns, in one as much as the other? If not, where did the
Lodge place it? If the Grand Lodge placed it there, b
it cease to be there until the final action of the Grand I
It certainly was not in contravention of the provision
Grand Constitutions alluded to, for the Grand Lodge
eertainly place the same Lodge in as many towns as it
see fit. .

If it was located ¢ within” the town of ‘ Bridgewat
was ‘ therein.,” The Charter says ¢ within.” Tle Co
tions, ¢ therein.” The object was to forbid one Lodg
violating the jurisdiction of another; and the provision
be construed as if it read, ¢* if there be a Lodge having
Charter jurisdiction therein.”

Your committee has considered the provision relat
initiation first, because it is the only one referred to
report alluded to, and because the question raised was
jurisdiction. There is another to which many of the r
already made aptly apply. It is Part IV., Article I., !
5: ¢ No petition for the removal of a Lodge from the |
which it is located shall be sustained in Grand Lodge,
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doned by the District Deputy Grand
where said Lodge is situated, and has
ie Lodge nearest the place where the
be held; the same to be signified in
i Lodge. Nor shall any Lodge hold
rized by the Grand Master, in any place
lesignated in their Charter, under the
thereof.” v
nctly affirms the location of a Lodge to
by the Charter. Its meetings must be
e, under pain of forfeiture ; and it cannot
rhere. No petition for the removal of a
y of its Charter shall be sustained in
anctioned, etc.

1e declaration of the Supreme Masonic
', and the Charter. only, determines the
mn of the Lodges?

ives jurisdiction, and no body of men but
:ake it away. ‘

re was the one adopted in the Bridge-
2 jurisdiction followed the part of the
ne, and that therefore, without the action
, East Bridgewater and West Bridge-
Lodge. We have already given reasons
1ld not follow. If it does, thenewe have
Grand Lodge cannot change the jurisdic-
t the sanction of the D.D. Grand Master
ge; but the State Legislature can. In
islature has a greater control over the
s than the Grand Lodge which created
presently call attention to the fact that
le undertaking to follow the same general
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doctrine of legislative authority over the Charters of thi
Lodge, and the jurisdiction of its subordinates, has pr
us with samples of this anomalous doctrine while givi
widely different application; for when the corporation
City of Roxbury was annihilated by its annexation to
we have held that the Roxbury Lodges became Boston 1
and by the annihilation of the corporate powers of Dor
and the annexation of Dorchester to Boston, the Do
Lodges became Boston Lodges; that the Legislatu
located them all over Boston, with all the consequent |
of jurisdiction, * without the sanction of the District
Grand Master and the approbation” of the Boston Lodg

But before considering the case of the Boston Lodges
present a state of affairs so important as to have compel
careful examination of the entire subject, your cor
would call attention to another instance, in which th
question is presented in a somewhat different shape.

At the March Communication of 1871, the Grand Ma
his address, having in mind doubtless the Bridgewa
cision, says: —

¢ Since the last meeting of the Grand Lodge, a new town, by t!
of Ayer, has been formed out of the old town of Groton, embr
its limits that portion heretofore known as Groton Junction, an
time as Soucth Groton. Previous to the establishment of Ayer, th
two Lodg.cs in Groton; one (St. Paul's) until very recently ho
meetings at the centre of the town, and the other (Caleb Butler,
its Lodge room at the Junction. The Charter of St. Paul’s Lod;
it to the town of Groton. For want of proper accommodations a
Centre, St. Paul's Lodge, within the last year, has removed tempc
the Junction, and has occupied the apartments of Caleb Butler Lc

¢ It would seem that some action should be taken by the Granc
empowering Caleb Butler Lodge hereafter to meet tn Ayer, in
Groton.

¢¢ Upon application of the W. Master of St. Paul’s Lodge, I au
that Lodge to meet in Ayer until the Quarterly Communication «
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ne next, agreeably to the provisions of the Grand Constitu-
V., Article I., Section 5, which provides that no Lodge, unless
y the Grand Master, shall hold meetings in any place other
designated in their Charter, under the penalty of a forfeiture

e presumed that at the expiration of the time designated, suita-
dations for St. Paul’s Lodge will be provided in Groton. .
Ige cannot expect that the Grand Lodge will remove it from
/er.

er-named town has a population of about two thousand souls,
| seem that one Lodge was amply sufficient for the wants of

ity. .

eceived no application from Caleb Butler Lodge, to authorize
etings in Ayer.

rter of the Lodge locates it at South Groton, a town having no
istence, but under that name embracing the principal part of
the town of Ayer.

hority contzined in the Charter is presumed to extend
he new town of Ayer.”

the decision in the Bridgewater case is law, neither
nor Caleb Butler Lodges had any jurisdiction in
leb Butler Lodge has no jurisdiction at all, its loca-
incorporated by another name.

8 apparently the opinion of the Grand Master, who
led that Caleb Butler Lodge be authorized to hold
s in Ayer.

Grand Lodge took no action upon the jurisdiction
utler Lodge, but authorized St. Paul’s Lodge to hold
gs in Ayer. Your committee are of opinion that
e had, by its Charter and the unchallenged practice
ses, jurisdiction over the two towns of Ayer and

[eeting of the Grand Lodge in March last, St. Paul’s
sented a petition, with all the Constitutional require-
emoval from Groton to Ayer. Each place was within
; the only difference being that they had different

~
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names, and it was removed from that part of its chartered
diction bearing the old name, to the part bearing the
name.

The language of the minutes of the Grand Lodge
follows : —

¢ On motion it was Voted, That the prayer of the foregoing peti
granted, and that St. Paul’s Lodge be removed to the town of Ayer

At the September Communication of the Grand Lodg
following resolution, submitted through the Grand Sec
was adopted : —

*“ Whereas, That part of the town of Groton in which Caleb
Lodge is located by its Charter, has been incorporated by act of the
lature of the Commonwealth into the town of Ayer, therefore

‘“ Resolved, That the jurisdiction of Caleb Butler Lodge shall e
the territorial limits ot the newly incorporated town of Ayer.”

Thus at last two Lodges, having jurisdiction over G
including South Groton, or Ayer, became limited to the
of Ayer.

At the June Communication of this Grand Lodge, in
upon a recommendation of an able committee, it was

¢ Voted, That by the annexation of the City of Roxbury to Bost
Lodges located in the former place have become Lodges loce
Boston, and as such are entitled to all the immunities and privileg
dent to that relation; and the provisions of Section 5, Article II
1IV., of the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge, no longer apply
relations between the Boston and formerly Roxbury Lodges.”

And at the Communication in June last, the
signed were appointed a committee to report upon the
tions of the jurisdictional limits of Union Lodge, of Dorel
and Lafayette Lodge, of Roxbury, and reported that they
the questions settled by the vote of the Grand Lodge, in
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. the Roxbury Lodges, and the report

red were wrong in not investigating the
ime, and in following a precedent made
e, only suggesting doubts as to the
e pursued, they are the more anxious to
ghly now, that the future action of the
based on some principle applicable to
s.
wwship Lodge, all of Bridgewater that
 held lost to the Lodge. -
aul’s Lodge, all of Groton that took a
ray from the Lodge, and it had to peti-
meet in its own chartered limits, and
t all right because of change of name.
srporations and corporate territory of
ar was held, not to deprive the Lodges
ncrease their jurisdiction; to spread it
n, and to extend the jurisdiction of the
oth Roxbury and Dorchester, in each
artered limits, without the consent (as
District Deputy Grand Master, and the
est Lodges.”
names, Fellowship Lodge is limited to
usand, instead of sixteen thousand.
vn names, St. Paul’s Lodge was also
But Union Lodge, of Dorchester, by a

jurisdiction increased from about fifteen
'd and fifty thousand, and the Roxbury
ar increase.
n is secking to be annexed to the City
takes place, if the same rule is adopted,
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instead of a jurisdiction of a population of five thousand
have two hundred and fifty-five thousand, or fifty ti
present jurisdiction.

Of course, if we leave out of view Charters and C
tional provisions altogether, the Grand Lodge shoul
adopts any rule, adopt one which will more nearly d
justice to all. And if it is expedient to establish loc:
dictions, it is not expedient to have them abolished witl
action or even consideration of the Body which createq |

If it were ever wise that the Lodges of Roxbury sh
limited to the territory of Roxbury, and the Lodges
chester to the territorial limits of Dorchester, it is w
they should be now similarly limited. There is no reas
all over the Commonwealth out of Boston, Lodges sh
confined to narrow limits, and in Boston all barriers
be obliterated, and all our Lodges merged into one c
jurisdiction.

Already twenty-three Lodges have a common juri
over one-fifth of the population of the Commdnwealth,
the process of annexation to Boston continues as advoc
will have thirty-three Lodges and a wider common juris
The sailor of East Boston, escaping the scrutiny of hi
rades who know him, can knock for admission' whel
chester once was, and the land speculator of Dorchester
able to tempt with his money the poorer toilers of the se

Masonry. in Massachusetts has prospered under a sy
limited jurisdictions. The systcm has worked well.
have been the Masonic homes of their several jurisd
They have felt that they were responsible for the char:
these Masonic homes, and nobly have they borne that re
bility, and maintained their characters unblemished.

Let us not free them from their responsibility. Sor
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1ave foraged for material far and wide
> a confined jurisdiction, but it will be
ead of a crowd unknown to each other,
i«d themselves a Society of - Friends and
ill the better pleased with the results, and
d difficulty in adhering to the system that
ll. The original limits of Roxbury and
defined and well known, and the Breth-
» them. East Boston and South Boston
separated from the rest of the ;'.ity by
ie same in kind as those which separate
wn and Chelsea, from the City of Boston.
1stances, as in the.case of Eliot Lodge
'equire adjusting as the exigency may be
[n such cases the question of jurisdiction
referred to the Grand Master.

mmend that the Constitutions be amended
1 &, Article 1., Part IV., the following,

gislature of the Commonwealth of Municipal Cor-
ries of the territory thereof, shall be held to
sdiction of Lodges. R

r Charters in particular sections of Municipalities,
isdiction therein as if said sections wefe entire
- the boundaries of such sections are uncertain,
y the Grand Master for the time being.”

n of the Grand Lodge with reference to
ry and Dorchester, and of there being in
n between the jurisdiction of any of the
its of Boston, the committee recommend
owing Resolutions : —
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¢ Resolved, That hereafter Lodges located by their Charters
late cities of Roxbury and Dorchester, and within those parts
called South Boston and East Boston, shall have the same
they would have had, if said places were separate Municipal Cc
and said jurisdiction shall be respected by other Lodges accordi

‘¢ Resolvred, That all applications for the Degrees by perso
within the City of Boston shall state the street and number of
in which the applicant resides.”

Respectfully submitted.
BeNsaMIN De:

Hexry S. Bm
Co

The report was accepted, and the proposed
‘ments referred to R.W. Charles C. Dame, °
Seaverns and W. Thomas W. Davis.

On motion it was Voted, That the resolution:
mended in the foregoing report be referred to t
committee.

The committee to whom was referred the pe
Spencer Lodge for Charter made report as follow

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SPENCER LOD
IN Graxp Lobpeg, December

The committee to whom was referred the petition of
Lodge, which has been working under a Dispensatio
date November 3, 1871, have attended to that duty
leave to report: —

That the petition bears the recommendation of
District Deputy Grand Master of the jurisdiction, wh
personally horne testimony to the excellence of the v
by the Lodge. The committee also find the records
kept and the By-Laws in proper form.,
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nmend that a Charter be granted the

G. WaASHINGTON W ARREN,

WiLLiam D. SeEery,

CHARLES MOORE,

Commaittee.

epted, the recommendation adopted,

n Charity submitted their Aunnual

COMMITTEE ON CHARITY.

IN GraND LopeGE, December 11, 1872,

In account with Grand Lodge.

CREDIT.
Lodge
[

'wis Lodge
[
1

PAID.

:ctfully submitted.

ommittee,

$250.00
500.00
100.00

. 75.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
25.00

$1,100.00

$71.00
50.00
396.00
436.02
.15

958.17
146.83

—_———

$1,100.00

ANDREw G. SmiITH,

Chasrman.
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The report was accepted.

W. Bro. John M. Rodocanachi, for the committ
whom had been referred a document relating tc
financial interests of the Grand Lodge, submittec
following report, which was adopted : —

REPORT ON VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS.
IN GraxD LopGE, December 11, ]

The committee to whom was referred the subject of de
a plan for soliciting voluntary contributions, to be appli
the liquidation of the debt of the Most Worshipful ¢
Lodge, have attended to that duty and beg leave to repor

That, upou investigation, they find the entire indebtedr
the Grand Lodge to be $317,000. Of this sum $100,
provided for by the one dollar commutation tax; whicl
however, should be more properly classed as a su:
account, as, under the present circumstances, it cannot be
collected before the expiration of seven years; meanwh
Grand Lodge finds itself under the necessity of paying ir
upon it. ’

Your committee, desirous to render the burthen t
Brethren as light as possible, had decided to consider thi
of $100,000 as immediately available, and deducting i
the gross indebtedness of $317,000, have considered $2
as the sum necessary to be collected by contribution.

Your committee find the number of affiliated Mas
Massachusetts is 23,125, making the portion to each
$9.38.

Upon this basis, your committee had prepared a c
which they were about issuing to the Fraternity, inviting
Brother to contribute said sum of $9.38, or any amount
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as his inclination prompted. However, ¢ Man
1t God disposes.” The terrible calamity which has
city, destroying the wealthiest part of our com-
trict, upon the consequences of which it is un-
> dwell here, prevented the execution of our design,
1s to wait for a more favorable occasion. .
nmittee take this opportunity to express the hope
ne is not far distant when this most desirable object
ined, thus emi.bling the Brotherhood in Massachu-
sert.its claim as a charitable association, and to
itself for its deeds of charity.

emarkable, as it is a lamentable fact, for us as
at, although Massachusetts as a State stands at the
| the civilized communities for her charities, our
ich claims to be her principal and thoroughly or-
1evolent Institution, has become almost unknown as
- in every other part of the civilized world Free-
distinguished and revered for its charities.
nd Lodge of England, for instance, has three dif-
mittees of Charity : —
listressed Masons ; another on schools for the edu-
he children of deceased Brethren ; and a third to see
ort of unfortunate children, whether they belong to
not. .
and Lodge of France founded in March, 1840, an
r distressed Masons, where such are received, sup-
a certain time, and finally provided with employ-

and Lodge of Holland, William of Nassau, Grand
tablished in 1808 an Institution for the Blind, in
y are taught all the sciences and music. Further-
360, the subordinate Lodges distributed in charities,
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.

and for the establishment of a public library, 1,212,000
equal to $300,000 of our money.

The Grand Lodge of Sweden established, in 1753, a se!
for young girls, and in 1778, her Majesty the queen
pleased with the interest and management of the inst
that she settled upon it an annual income of 25,000 fran

The Grand Lodge of Germany established at d
periods public schools for the education of children, a H
for the poor and for orphans, a Lying-in Hospital for
a Public Library, and a Normal School.

We may be told that our State and City Governmen
vide all these. True, but for their citizens, not for M
and we have stated that as a State Massachusectts sta
the head of the civilized charitable world ; and no one
it better than the chairman of your committee.

Finally, your committee express again the hope, ti
subject will be taken up at a not very distant period, al
leave to place it in the hands of the Most Worshipful

Lodge.
’ J. M. RODOCANACHI,

For the comn

R.W. Bro. Tracy P. Cheever, having stated the
the Grand Lodge, offered the following resolution,
was adopted : —

¢¢ Resolved, That, whereas W. Bro. C. G. Carr, of Blackstone, }
impeached before the M.W. Grand Master for acts done by said
his capacity of W.M. of Blackstone River Lodge, and has been sur
to appear at this Annual Communication of the M.W. Grand Lo
show cause why he should not be dealt with according to the reg
and usages in such cases established; and, whereas, the said Carr
appeared and shown cause as required, but has made default the:
M.W. Grand Lodge hereby places the said Carr on trial upon the
and specifications preferred against him under said impeachment
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1 .
e M.W. Grand Master is authorized and re-
competent and suitable Brethren to take and
imony which may be offered in the case, and
next Quarterly Communication of this Grand

appointéd as t'he committee provided for
lution, R.W. Bros. Tracy P. Cheever, G.
ad R. Montgomery Field.

> whom was referred so much of a
set forth the constitutional provision
andidates, made report as follows : —

TTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL PROVI-
NG TO REJECTED CANDIDATES.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
ANNUAL MEETING, December 11, 1872.

hom was referred certain amendments to
ions, suggested in the report of a com-
the Quarterly Communication in June
ed Proceedings, have carefully considered
entioned, and respectfully report : —
* this Grand Lodge in requiring a recom-
sted candidate to apply elsewhere is of
general accord with the requirements of
» Grand Lodges of this country, many of
recommendation shall emanate from the
allot, instead of from the Master, War-
Jers, as is our custom. And we have no
the word ¢* recommendation,” as used in
. Part IV., of the Grand Constitutions,
full and complete sense, and should not be
it or permission only; and in the opinion
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of your committee it is inexpedient to make any chang
provision.

As regards the matter of time between applications
ferent Lodges, we find that most Grand Lodges require
of time between the datés of applications of rejecte
dates, ranging from six to twelve months.

We think this a wise regulation, and deem it impor
the best interest of the Craft to have a similar provisio
Grand Constitutions, and therefore recommend the f
amendment : —

That Part IV., Article I1I., Section 2, be amended
ing out the first four lines of the section as it now sta
inserting the following instead thereof: — e

““No candidate, whose application may be reject:
Lodge, shall be proposed in any other Lodge, under ti
diction, within six months after such rejection; nor s
candidate be proposed in any Lodge, other timn th
which he first applied, without & written recommendat
six members.” Also, insert after the word ¢ recommer
in the fourteenth line of the same section, the words, ¢
waited the required six months,” so that the first para
Section 2, Article III., Part IV., if amended as propo
read as follows : —

¢ No candidate, whose application may be rejected by -
shall be propdsed in any other Lodge under this juﬁ
within six months after such rejection ; nor shall any c
be proposed in amy Lodge, other than the one to whic
applied, without a written recommendation from six
of the said Lodge, of whom the Master and Wardens
three. And when the Master and Wardens are unwilli
recommend a candidate who has been rejected, it shall
duty te communicate such rejection to the Grand Lod;
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b Deputy -Grand Master, who shall immediately’
e the same to all the Lodges under his jurisdiction.
Mason knowingly assist, or recommend for initia-

- Lodge whatever, any eandidate rejected as afore-

1ay not have obtained a recommendation, and also

equired six months as before provided, such Mason
pelled from the Institution, or subjected to such

y as the Grand Lodge may see cause to impose.”

3 recommended inserting the word, ‘ written,”
word “recommendation,” in the fifth line, so
Section 2 in accord with Section 5, believing that

ial to have such an important matter in form for

Rould occasion require.

also recommended inserting the words, ¢ and also

required six months,” after the word, * recom-
in the fourteenth line, believing it very impor-

he penalty therein prescribed should cover this

Respeetfully submitted.
Ivory H. Popr,
‘WoosTER B. MAYHEW,
Davip L. DavoLr,
Commattee.

ort was accepted, and the proposed amendments

» R.W. William F. Salmon, W. William F.
W. Nathaniel C. Sanborn.

). Daniel E. Chase, Master of Henry Price

sented the following report of the doings of said
recommended in a report adopted by the Grand

lune last : —

- -
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.REPORT OF DOINGS OF HENRY PRICE LODGE
VIEWING FORMER ACTION IN CASE OF SET

LOW. .
HenrY Price Lo

CuarLESTOWN, Decemb

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, Com
of Massachusetts : —

At the Regular Communication of Henry Price Lo«
27, 1872, the following report was submitted for its ac

The committee to whom was referred the following
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, viz., ** We recomr
Henry Price Lodge be requested to review the doing:
of its former officers in the case of Seth Winslow, and
larly the conduct of its former Secretary, Brot Ck
Winslow, charged with forgery in two instances, a
seeming unmasonic conduct, and to certify its actic
ever it may be, to this Grand Lodge, at its next
Communication,” having duly considered the subjec
respectfully report: —

That it is a source of sincere regret that there sho
been any departure, by any of the Brethren of this Lo«
sound Masonic principles; that this Lodge desires tc
itself of any wish or intention to justify or approve
acts as are set forth so forcibly in the report to th
Lodge; that so far as the former officers of this Lod
tioned in the conclusion, as above quoted, are concer
committee are led to believe that their acts arose fr
vertance, rather than from any thought or desire
reproach on Masonry, an Institution they love so de
so earnestly ; yet, nevertheless, their course is inexcu:
to be reprehended. Your committee hope that, b;
the attention of all to these cousiderations, a mor
adherence to the Constitutions and laws of the Frate
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v

ed, and a more thoughtful regard of their para-
rtance observed by those who, in futuic, shall
y Price Lodge.

concerns the doings of our Bro. Charles A. Wins-
to more particularly by the Grand Lodge, your
e of the opinion that the charges are of so grave
, your committee cannot discern any other course
han to recommend his trial in accordance with
ge for the offences charged, provided the Grand
:w of all the circumstances, shall approve of such

ion,
Respectfully submitted.

' (Signed),
TaOoMAs B. HARRIS,
‘Wu. W, PiERCE,
AsHBEL WArTT.

Y-

est: ELwar S. Warr,

Secretary.

it the report of the committee be accepted, and its recom-
opted.”
est: ELwam S. Warr,

Secretary.

hat the action of Henry Price Lodge, as set
> report submitted by the W. Master of said
and the same is hereby approved.

amittee on {Healing submitted the following

- e - - -

P
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HEALING, IN CASE OF
MEGQUIER.

IN GrRAND LODGE OF MASSACHC!
ANNUAL COMMUNICATIO!
December 11, A.L.

The Committee on Healing, to whom was referred tl
tion of Silas Megquier, of Lynn, for formal healing, 1
fully report : —

That this case is like that of Wm. H. Clemence, in
to burnt papers, but memory supplies the facts, which
follows : About two years ago, the petitioner, claiming t
dence in Lynn, applied to Mount Carmel Lodge for the ¢
in Masonry, but was rejected. Shortly afterward, he
to Tyrian Lodge, Maine, and in that Lodge was admitt
received the degrees. A letter from the Secretary of
Carmel Lodge, to the chairman of the committee, disclo
information that the Lodge in Maine claimed, while ad
the petitioner to receive the degrees, that their act was
because he was a resident of Maine at that time, and
the time when Mount Carmel Lodge acted upon his appli
and that consequently the action of Mount Carmel Lod
itself erroneous and illegal. In reply to this claim, it
be observed that in the applicatiqn of the petitioner to
Carmel Lodge, he claimed then to be a resident of Lyr
that in his petition he makes no pretence either that he ¥
a resident in Lyan at that time, or that he was a resi
Maine at the time of his application to the Lodge i
State; so that the preposterous claim advanced by the
Lodge furnishes them with no defence or shield again
apparently reckless disregard of the interjurisdictional ]
exhibited in their action in this case.
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t claim in his petition that he was igno-
1al provisions and regulations in respect
1 this jurisdiction, nor did he aver that
at the hands of the Maine Lodge inno-
1. Mount Carmel Lodge, by whom he
declines to endorse his character, or to
, and the facts and circumstances dis-
sh no warrant for such a course. Your
commend that the petitioner have leave

For the Committee,
Trac: P. CHEEVER,

Chairman.

:pted, the recommendation adopted,
nted leave to withdraw.
1 Trials submitted the following

TEE ON TRIALS, IN CASE OF PE-
JGE ¢s. CHARLES H. KIMBALL.

IN GrRAND LODGE OF MABSACHUBETTS,
ANNUAL COMMUNICATION,
December 11, 1872.

rials, to whom was referred the record
equossette Lodge, of Watertown, in the
Kimball, having examined said record,

inst the respondent was one of immoral
and was accompanied by two specifica-
; drawn, the first of which contained
3 of neglect to support his wife and



272 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF (1

children, and of cohabitation with lewd women; an
second, of wilfully defrauding Brother Master Masons.
members of the Lodge were duly notified to attend the
and the respondent was served with a summons to a
attached to which was an attested copy of the charg
specifications; the summons having been left twent
prior to the trial, at -the residence of his father, in Bri
Although it is net stated in the record that the actual res
of the respondent was at his father’s house, in Brighto
although it appears that some time before the trial I
abandoned his wife, yet inasmuch as it also appears
dentally in the testimony that he had for many mon
least, lived in that house, and inasmuch as it does not :
that he had acquired a domicile elsewhere, we deem the s
upon the respondent, as shown by the record, to be in
formity with the Grand Regulations, and therefore sufficie
At the trial, which took place at a Special Communicat
the .Lodge, Oct. 3d, 1872, the W. Master having prev
appointed a committee to conduct the case on behalf «
Lodge, and also a committee to represent the accused, i
he should not employ counsel, the respondent was not
sonally present. The evidence was submitted to the I
and at its conclusion the respbndent was found guilty
JSirst charge, by a vote of twenty-nine members, all -
excepting the witnesses, the committee, and two members
erly excused; and guilty of the second charge, by a v
twenty-one in the affirmative, and seven in the negative.
This case, like that of most trials, the records of whi
transmitted to the Grand Lodge for examination, - pr
several points of interest pertaining to practice in M
trials ; and your committee therefore feel compelled to p
them to the notice of the Grand Lodge, even though the



D LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 273

e been frequently considered and decided
der that Lodges having occasion to try a
»f the requisite information, so far as the
furnish it.
nted in the case under consideration was,
isfactory. Much of it was utterly worth-
, being simply hearsay. There was also
ie following is an illustration: ‘I have
ad not provided any means for the sup-
Although this statement is in the form of
‘et the witness who makes it does not say
3 he knows the fact, and in his entire tes-
ng to show either that by reason of his
his means of observation, or by the con-
dent to him, he had any opportunity of
that his testimony as recorded, when sub-
test, can legitimately have only the effect
opinien.
evidence which is most satisfactory and
‘e, relates to an offence which was not
‘ge, to wit, that of intoxication.‘ There
iring upon the second part of the first
:arged adultery, and this portion of the
equently abandoned.
ecification, which accused the respondent
- Brother Master Masons, and upon which
by a vote of twenty-qne to seven, the
vidence sufficient to support the verdict;
upon that specification alone, your com-
1d to recommend the disapproval by the
ntire proceedings. Upon the first part of
however, which charges the respondent
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with ¢ repeatedly refusing necessary assistance to the
of his wife and children,” etc., there was, undoubtec
dence, apart from the objectionable testimony noticed
which justifies the Lodge in theiy vote of guilty, on
specification; and the expulsion of the respondent fi
rights and privileges of Masonry may be, therefore, w
ported, so far as it depends upon that evidence.

The record, in this case, discloses a peculiar method
by Pequossette Lodge in the initiatory proceedings prio
trial, a method which has been before poticed, and wl
been unfavorably regarded by this Grand Lodge. 1
that at a Regular Communication of the Lodge in Apri
committee of five members was appointed by the W.
¢ to ascertain” (in the language of the record) ¢* with r
certain rumors against the character of Bro. Charles |
ball,” and that this committee, at the Regular Commur
in May, asked for further time, which was unanimouslj
them. The time appears to have been extended to Se
following, when, at the Regular Communication of that
the committee reported that ¢ charges in writing of imm
unmasonic conduct against the said Brother had be
sented to them.” These charges they presented to the
tary of the Lodge, and, thereupon, the trial was bad.
been heretofore observed, in a similar case, it cannot be
ble, and may be highly objectionable, for a Lodge to fo
action upon, or to take notice of, simple rumors that
flying in the air, or running through the mouths of the |
in respect to the character or actions of a member
charge against a member of any of our Lodges have n
cient foundation to warrant a fellow-member or some B;
the Fraternity at least in directly preferring it, it is safe
as a rule, that the charge should not be preferred at all.
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dies and promoters of mischief in every community
e and talents, should sufficient encouragement be
, would be assiduously devoted to the creation and
t of -rumors agajnst the members of our Lodges,
of which would be a constant round of Masonic
igh the year. Let us hope that the worship of
vhich some of the Lodges have, apparently, become
)ay henceforth give place to the wiser worship of

another question which is raised under these pro-
nd which deserves some consideration. The W.
presenting the case to the Brethren, stated that, in
ilty,” it would ¢“be considered a vote for expulsion
ights and privileges of Freemasonry, subject to the
f the Grand Lodge.” Possibly, if a Lodge should
hat a vote of guilty shall include, proprio rigore, the
" expulsion, such vote may operate for that purpose,
'med an expulsion. Your committee are, however,
confess that such a course is open to the gravest
nder our regulations and practice, the questions of
nd of the sentence of a party accused, seem to be
distinct and several. It may well happen that in
- of unquestionable guilt, there may be equities in
t or relations of the respondent which may induce
50 impose the milder sentence of suspension. There
ny cases which intrinsically deserve no severer pun-

[n all cases it would seem to be not only wise and’

nformable to Masonic charity, to determine first, the
ct which are involved ; and secondly, by a distinct
te vote, to fix the sentence. This is in harmony
urse pursued in trials of offences under the civil law,
nding of the issue must always precede, and be in
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some sense independent of, the imposition of the
In a.Masonic trial, to comprehend in the verdict of
the sentence of expulsion, is to confound two subje
rently distinct, and the irregularity and want of techn
the proceeding is, therefore, its least objectionable fea
It is but just to the W. Master, Secretary, and Br
Pequossette Lodge to say, that the conduct of the L
disclosed by the record in this case, seems to have t
nently dignified and fair to the respondent throughout
Every one concerned in it seems to have acted in
Masonic spirit, and without the least intent either to
upon any regulation of.the Grand Lodge, or to vic
well-settled rule of practice in Masonic trials. The
very neatly and handsomely transcribed by the S
whose painstaking efforts in this direction deserve
recognition. To sum up the conclusion, which your c
have reached, is simply to say that while the Grane
ought not to give its sanction to some parts of the pro
as shown by this record, and especially to the interwe:
to speak) of the sentence of expulsion with the vote o
yet inasmuch as the first speéiﬁcation of the charg
tained by the evidence, and a sentence of expulsion
® rights and privileges of Masonry may be warranted
the proceedings of Pequossette Lodge should be confir

Tracy P. CHEEV
_SeELwIN Z. Bow?
Epwarp AVERY,

Cor

The report was accepted, and the recomme
adopted, confirming the action of Pequossette
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Kimball is expelled: from all the
f Freemasonry.

Voted, That the committees which
rranted further time.

cight o’clock, p.M., the Grand Lodge
E ForM until nine o’clock, a.M.,
12, 1872, then to meet for thé
e work and lectures of the Three
s offered by W. Rev. Joshua Young,
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" THURSDAY MORNING.
DxceEmBer 12, A.L. 5872.

" The Grand Lodge was opencd, according to a]
ment, on Thursday, December 12, 1872, at nine
A.M., in AMPLE ForM, with prayer by R.W. Cha
Titus.

The Grand Master directed W. Cephas Brigham,
Lecturer, to organize a Grand Lodge of Instructi
exemplify the work and lectures of the First Degr:
accordance with this order, a Grand Lodge of Inst
was organized by the Grand Marshal, as follows : -

W. CepHAS BricHAM, Grand Lecturer . . . . . . Master
- W. ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Grand Lecturer . . . . . Senior
W. E. DaNA Baxcrorr, Grand Lecturer . . . . . Junior
W.Jou~x M.GriswoLp . . . . . « « . « . . Treasu
R.W.DANikL. W. LAWRENOE . . . . . . . . . Secret:
W.Hexey F.SmiT . . . . . . . . . . . . Chapla
RW.JaMes UTLEY . . . . « . . .« « .+ « . Marsh:
Bro. Josepr N. PeiRcE,JrR. . . . . . . . . . Senior
Bro. JAMEs M.GLEASON . . . . . . . . . . Junior
Bro.JoeN T.KmMBALL . . . . . . . . . . . Senior
Bro. JAmeEs B.FUuLLER . . . . . . . . . . . Junior
Bro. FREDERICK A. P1ERcE . . . . . . . . . Tyler.

The work and lectures of the First Degree we:
exemplified, when the Lodge was closed, and reor.
by order of the Grand Master, for the exemplifics
the work and lectures of the Second Degree,
lows : —

-
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‘and Lecturer . . . . . Master.
nd Lecturer . . . . . Senior Warden.
|Lecturer . . . . . . Junior Warden.

ers the same as in the precéding

wres of the Second Degree having
|, at half-past one o’clock P.M. the
illed from labor to refreshment.
Brethren gladly participated in_ the
ch had been provided in the ban-
f the Grand Master.

lock p.M. the Grand Lodge resumed
m of the Grand Master, a Grand
was organized for the exemplifica-
. lectures of the Third Degree, as

FT, Grand Lecturer . . ., Master.

d Lecturer . . . . . . Senior Warden.
rand Lecturer . . . . . Junior Warden.
: . . Treasurer.

e + « « o« « o+ Secretary.
« « « o« « « o Chaplain.

e« « « « « o« « o Marshal
« « « « o+ Senior Deacon.
e ¢ « « « « « « o« Junior Deacon.
e « « « « « « o Senior Steward.
e « « « .« Junior Steward.
e« ¢« « « « o« « o« Inside Sentinel.

e « « « « « o« . Tyler.

res of the Third Degree were fully
sodge closed in due form.

the opening and closing ceremonies
1 the exemplification of the work of
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the several degrees, are recorded in the Proceedi
the Grand Lodge for December 15, 1870.

At six o’clock p.M. the Grand Lodge was clos
AMPLE ForM, until the 27th instant, then to meet i
place, at four o’clock p.m., for the Installation of
Officers and the celebration of the Feast of Saint
the Evangelist.

Prayer was offered by W. Rev. Joshua Young,
Chaplain.
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JMMUNICATION.

xR 27, A.L. 5872.

TION OF THE MosT WORSHIPFUL
\CHUSETTS was held at Masonic
Inesday, the twenty-seventh day
, A.D. 1872, for the Installation
the celebration of the Feast of

RESENT:

:TT . . Deputy Grand Master.
Senior Grand Warden.
Junior Grand Warden.
Grand Treasurer.
Recording Grand Secretary.
Corresponding Gr. Secretary.

. . D.D.G. Master, District No. 1.
N ¢ ¢ District No. 5.
. . e “ District No. 6.
. o ¢ District No. 7.
o “ District No. 10.
. . ¢ ¢ District No. 13.
e . ¢ i District No. 14.
. . ¢ ¢ District No. 15.

Grand Marshal.
Senior Grand Deacon.
« . Junior Grand Deacon.

Junior Grand Stewards.
Grand Pursuivant.
Grand Lecturers.

. Grand Tyler.
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PERMANENT MEMBERS.
R.W. WinsLow Lewis . . . . . . . Past Grand Master

R.W. WiLLiax D. CoorLlpge . . . . . ¢ s (L
R.W. CHARLES C. DaMe. . . . . . . ¢ “ L
R.W. WiLLiaM S. GARDNER . . . . . ¢ o s
R.W. ABraAam A.Dame . . . . . . Past Deputy Granc
R.W. G. WaASHINGTON WARREN . . . . & (L L
R.W. NEweLL A. TuoMpsoxn . . . . . ¢ s ¢
R.W. HENRY CHICKERING . . . . . . PastGrand Warde
R.W. WiLLiax Sorron . . . . . . . ¢ “ s
R.W. Samuer P.Outver . . . . . . ¢ [ (L
R.W.Ivory H.PorE . . . . . . . ¢ o “

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.
W. Hexry ExpicorT.
Also the Masters, Wardens, and Brethren of
dinate Lodges. The severe snow-storm of the p
day had so blockaded the railroads that many c
members and Brethren could not be present.

The Grand Lodge was opened in Due Forwm,
R.W. Deputy Grand Master, at four o’clock p.M
prayer by R.W. Charles H. Titus, acting as Grand
lain. The GreEAT LicHT was opened by the Gran
shal at the Gospel of Saint John the Evangelist.

The following hymn was sung : —

¢ Ye happy few, who here extend
In perfect lines, from East to West,

With fervent zeal the Lodge defend,
And lock its secrets in each breast.

‘¢ Since ye are met upon the Square,
Bid Love and Friendship jointly reign;

Be Peace and Harmony your care,

Nor break the adamantine chain.

¢¢ Behold the planets, how they move,
Yet keep due order as they run;
Then imitate the stars above,
And shine resplendent as the sun.
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‘¢ Then let us celebrate the praise
Of all who have enriched the art;
Let gratitude our voices raise, ’
And each true Brother bear a part.”

Xy of W. Bro. Increase S. Pote, for Acon-
lge, Valparaiso, Chili, S. A., was presented,
 recognized as such for the year ensuing.

nd Secretary presented amendments to the By-
abboni Lodge, of South Boston, and they were
the Committee on By-Laws.

nmittee on the Library submitted the following
ich was accepted, and ordered to be recorded.

X EPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY.

Ixn Graxp LobDGE, Dec. 27, A.L. 5872.
mittee on the Library have not made any report for
w years, as no works have been purchased, for
igned by the committee at the time of their last
but this year they have the satisfaction to announce
d Lodge, that it is indebted to the most prominent

the Body for labors in behalf of the Library,
eventuated in reducing from a chaotic state & most
ries of the Proceedings of all the Grand Lodges of
States. The devotion of his time to this purpose,
to his great official engagements and duties, the
spondence required to ensure a completion of the
he patience evinced by our distinguished Brother,
e gratified acknowledgment of the whole constitu-
1 your committee are especially under obligations to
ing that which they have never been able to effect.
e that in their Grand Master there has been found
mbination of executive, financial and literary abil-
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ity, which entitles him to the proud distinction of the
inter pares” of the occupants of the Oriental Cha
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.
For the committee,
WINSLOW

The R.W. Deputy Grand Master having reque
Junior Past Grand Master, R.W. William S. Gar
install into his office the M. W. Grand Master, he .
the Grand East, and appointed R.W. Brothers
Lewis, William D. Coolidge, Charles C. Dame,
Sutton, and Newell A. Thompson, a committee
upon the Grand Master and present him for instal

The committee retired, attended by the Gran
ards and conducted by the Grand Marshal, and
the Grand Master to the Grand East, — the Bret
rising, — and duly presented him for installation.

The R.W. Installing Officer congratulated the
Master upon the remarkable unanimity manifest
re-election to the high and responsible office he
well filled and honored during the past year; and .
the Grand Marshal to conduct him to the altar,
receive the benefit of prayer, and be invested 1
official obligation.

The Grand Master having been conducted to tl
solemn prayer was offered in his behalf by the
Grand Chaplain, and he was duly invested with his
obligation. The remaining ceremonies of the inst
were conducted in a most dignified and impressi
ner by the Installing Officer who presented to th
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rrand Master of Masons in Massa-
ensuing, when he was duly saluted
1ation made by the Grand Marshal

1g i —

Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the
sachusetts, I proclaim Most Worshipful
on Grand Master of Masons in Massa-
od Almighty bless him in the govern-
us in him. This proclamation is made
est, the SoureH. ONCE, TWICE, THRICE.
te due notice and govern themselves

r proceeded to install the Grand

t having been duly installed into the
nd Warden, and R.W. Joseph K.
of Junior Grand Warden, proclama-
e in the words following : —

the Most Worshipful Grand Master to
sby proclaim, that the Right Worshipful
. Grand Lodge have been duly installed
itions. This proclamation is made from
he Sourn. ONCE, TWICE, THRICE. The
ice and govern themselves accordingly.”

r installed into their respective sta-
(Clellan, Grand Treasurer, and R.W.
cording Grand Secretary, in AMPLE
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The following appointments were announced t

Grand Master : —

R.W. Percrvar LowerrL EvEreTT,
Boston . . . .
R.W. CrARLES W. Moom;, Bosmn .
W. R. MoNTcoMERY FIELD, Boston
W. SELwiN Z. BownaN, Somerville .
R.W. CHARLES J. DAxFORTH, Boston .
R.W. CHARLES A. WELCH, Waltham .
R.W. GeorGe H. PEIRsON, Salem .
R.W. JoserH SipNey HowEg, Methuen
R.W. Hexry P. PERkins, Lowell . .
R.W. EpwaRD J. SAWYER, Gardner .
R.W. Danier UprtoN, South Adams
R.W. WiLLiax J. Sawix, M.D., Chic-
opee Falls . . . N
W. Josepr B. Krox, Worcester .
R.W. GeorcGe E. Stacy, Milford . .
R.W. James UrLEY, Taunton . . .
R.W. ABranaM H. HowrLaxp, Jr.,
New Bedford . . . . .
W. JoserH P. JoHNSON, Provmcetown
R.W. EDWARD AVERY, Braintree . .
W. Smitre B. HarriNoTON, Medford .
W. Jouax WETHERBEE, Warren .
W. WiLLiax A. WiLLiAns, Valparaiso
R.W. WiLLiax C. BLANCHARD, Shang-
hai . .« « ¢« « ¢« + o« o . .
Rev. Aroxzo H. Quint, D.D.,
New Bedford . . z
REv. JosHUuA YOUNG, Fall vaer
WiLLiax H. CHEssMAN, Boston
Moses G. Lyon, Fitchburg .
Joux ViaLr, Somerville .
THEODORE ApAMS, Lowell . . .
James H. Bouvg, Cohasset . .
Henry C. WiLLsoN, Worcester §
Joux F. Newtox, Boston
HeNRY AusTIN WHITNEY, Boston .
LoveLL BickNELL, East Weymouth
Joux M. Ropocaxachi, Boston ;
Daxier T. V. Hunroon, Canton

bR EEEEEEEEEIE

Deputy Grand Master.
Corresponding Grand Se:
D.D.G. Master, District
o ¢«  District
o ¢ District
“ ¢ District
¢ ¢ District
“ ¢ ' District
i ¢ District
“ ‘  District
¢ ¢ District
“ ¢ District
o ¢« District
“ ¢ District
i ¢ District
« ¢ District
“ ¢ District
“ ¢ District
“ ¢ District
¢ ¢ District
District Deputy for Chil
District Deputy for Chin
Grand Chaplains.
Grand Marshal.

Senior Grand Deacon.
Junior Grand Deacon.
Senior Grand Steward.

Junior Grand Stewards.

Grand Sword-Bearer.
Grand Standard-Bearer.

Grand Pursuivants.
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rer . .
irndale . g Grand Lecturers.
ielsea .

ston . . Grand Organist.
t, Boston . Grand Tyler.

MMITTEE ON LIBRARY.

R.W. CaarrEs LEvi WooDBURY.
". WENDELL T. Davis.

(MITTEE ON CHARITY.

W. HExrY J. PARKER.
. Bro. Fraxk E. Joxgs.
ARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS. *

MMITTEE ON RETURNS.

W. WoosTer B. MAYHEW.
W. SAMUEL WELLS.
SamuEL A. B. Brage.

r installed the following appointed
rective stations : —

vERETT . . Deputy Grand Master.

‘ « .. . Corresponding Grand Secretary.
> . . . . D.D.G. Master, District No. 1.
. ¢ ¢ District No. 2.

. . o ¢ District No. 5.
FE o .« . “ ¢ District No. 6.
e e e e o ¢ District No. 7.
M.D. . . L ¢ District No. 10.
c e e e e s ¢ District No. 11.
e e e e ¢ ¢  District No. 18.
\ND, JR.. . ¢ ¢ District No. 14.
e e e e “ ¢ District No. 15.
e e e ¢ ¢ District No. 17.
e e “ ¢ District No. 18.

yd Master installed the following-
» the stations to which they had been
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. WiLtax H. CHEssMAN . . . . . . . Grand Marshal
.Moses G.LyoN. . . . . . . . . . Senior Grand]
.JoEN VIALL . . . . . . . . . « o Junior Grand]
. JaMes H. Bouve,

. Joux F. NEwTON, } =t

w

W

w

W .

w . « . Junior Grand §
W. HENRY AusTIXx WHITREY, . . . . . . Grand Sword-]
W

w

w

W

W

. JouN M. RODOCANACHI, 2 P .
. Danier T. V. Hontoon, -+ . Grand i
. E. DANA BANCROFT, 2

. CEPHAS BRIGHAN, . « . Grand Lecture

. CHARLES M. AvVERy,
Bro. FREDERICK A. PIERCE, Boston . . . . Grand Tyler.

Proclamation was made by the Grand Marshal i
words : —

“I am directed by the Most Worshipful Grand M:
proclaim, and I do hereby proclaim, that the Most Wo
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has been duly organized
ensuing year, and is now ready for the transaction
business as shall legally come before it. This proclam
made from the Easr, the West, the Sourn. ONCE,
THRICE. The Craft will take due notice thereof and
themselves accordingly.”

The Committee on By-Laws made the following
which was accepted, and the recommendations adop

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.

Ix Graxp Lo
Bostox, Dec. 27

The Committee on By-Laws, having examined the
and Amendments to By-Laws submitted to them, resf
recommend that the By-Laws of Amicable Lodge be ap

That the Amendments to the By-Laws of Pequossette
Quinsigamond Lodge, Rabboni Lodge and Williams L
approved.
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nd that the By-Laws and Amendments
owing Lodges be approved, with the
wreinafter specified suggested by the

dge, by striking-out in Article VII.,
1 ¢¢ indebtedness,” the words ‘¢ shall be
es of membership at said Communica-
28 are paid, and,” and .adding to said
irds, viz. :. ¢ he having received proper
action.” .

ge, by adding to Section 2, Article I.,
‘a dispensation having been obtained
Z in Section 1, Article V., after the

following words ; * without the unani-
iembers present, when the request for

Lodge, by adding to Section 2, Article
viz.: ‘‘he having received due notice

Lodge, by striking out in Section 2,
e word ¢ above,” in the third line, and
:spensation having been obtained there-

rk' Lodge, by striking out the whole of
., and the whole of Section 12, Article

.odge, of Boston, by adding to Section
¢ a dispensation having been obtained
from the end of Section 2, Article II.,

1ay remove at his pleasure;” and eras-
1e first paragraph of Section 1, Article

t the unanimous consent of the mem-
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bers present at the time such request is made ;” and .

the end of Section 1, Article X, the words, ¢“ he hav
duly notified of the time of such proposed action.”

Those of Paul Revere Lodge, by omitting from tk

the amendment the words, ‘“and no Mason shall |

member of this Lodge when there are three ballote

him.”
Respectfully submitted,

CuarLes C. Daue,

D. T. V. HoNTOON,

Co

The Recording Grand Secretary submitted th
ing reports : —
In GraNDp LopaE, December

The following Lodges do not appear to have be
sented during the past year: —

AcacClA. Kixag Davip, PacrrFic.
ASHLER. KiNne Hiran. PHILANTHROP
BETHEL. Kixe PHILIP. QuINABAUG.
BELCHER. MARINE: REPUBLICAN.
CINCINNATUS. MARTHA’S VINEYARD. SAINT JAMES
EssEx. MaY FLOWER. THOMAS.
FraANKLIN, MIDDLESEX. Uxiox (Nantt
GLOBE. MouNt OLIVET. UPpToON.
HAMMATT. Mosaic. VERNON.
HUNTINGTON. ORIENTAL. ‘W ARREN.
Jorx HANcoOCK. OCCIDENTAL. Wispox.

JoHN WARREN.

The latest printed Proceedings of the followin
Lodges have been received at the office of the Gr
retary during the past year: —
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IDIANA.
"A.
OUISIANA.
[AINE.
(ARYLAND.
[ICHIGAN.
[INNESOTA.
[1881881PPI.
188OURI.
[ONTANA.
'EBRASKA.
[ETHERLANDS.
‘EVADA.

'EWw BRUNSWICK.
‘Ew HAMPSHIRE.

|Ew JERSEY.

executed for

New YoORk.

NoRTH CAROLINA.

Nova ScoTia.
OH1Io0.

OREGON.
PENNSYLVANIA.
Prussia.
QUEBEC.

Soura CAROLINA.

TEexas.
VERMONT.
VIRGINIA.

‘W ASHINGTON.
WEST VIRGINIA.
WISCONSIN.

291

the following Lodges

Date of Precedence. Date of Charter.
a. . . Feb. 9,1871. March 13, 1872.
wville March 2, 1871. March 18, 1872.
wstown . April 8, 1871. Sept. 11, 1872,
\dams Sept. 14, 1871. Sept. 11, 1872.
r. . Nov. 8, 1871. Dec. 11, 1872,

issued from the office
ast year, as follows: —

of the Grand

Master Masons. Returned. Past Masters.

210 . o . o . 7

. 128 . . . 0o . . V]
. 187 . . . . 81 . . . 6
. 87 . . .. 0 . . .. 0
. ... . 0. .. 6
1mz . . . . 0. . . 8
192 . . . . O . . 23
1 .. .. 0 1

8 ... . ©0 o . V]
0 . . .. 0 . . . . [}
0 ... . 0 o e . 1
148 . . . . O . (]
188 . . . . 0 . .« . 9
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District No.14. . . . 135 .,. . . 14 .
T No.15. . . . 64 . . . . O
“ No.16. . . . 125 . . . . 11 . . . .
o No.17. . . . 103 . . . . 7" . ..
Chii . . . . . . . 25 . . . . 0 . . .
Chipa. . . . . . . 14 . . . . 0. ..
2,249 63

CuarrLes H. Tirus,
Recording, Grand Sec

The reports were accepted, and ordered to be rec

R.W. Percival L. Everett moved that the .
Report of the Grand Master, submitted to the
Lodge on the 11th instant, be referred to a com
and the motion prevailed. R.W. Bros. Pereit
Everett, William D. Coolidge, and Charles W.
were appointed the committee.

The Grand Master announced that the Feast pr
in the Banquet Hall, in memory of Saint John the
gelist, would be ready at six o’clock.

At ten minutes before six o’clock p.M., the
Lodge was closed in AMPLE ForuS with prayer by t
ing Grand Chaplain, and singing the following hyn

¢ Supreme Grand Master, Most Sublime,
High throned in glory’s radiant clime,
Behold Thy sons on bended knee,
Convened, O God, to worship Thee.

¢ And as ’tis Thine with open ear,
The suppliant voice of prayer to hear,
Grant Thou, O Lord, this one request,
Let Masons be, in blessing, blest.

¢ Oh, give the Craft, from pole to pole,
The feeling heart, the pitying soul, —
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The generous breast, the liberal hand,
Compassion’s balm and Mercy’s band.”

abstract from the Records.
Attest :
.CHARLES H. TITUS,
Recording Grand Secretary.
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- DISTRICT DEPUTIES.

ST DISTRICT.
BosTox, December 2, 1872.

1, E8Q., M. W. Grand Master of Masons in
Massachusetts : —

r:— Having accepted the honorable appoint-
-and Master for the First Masonic District, I
‘ge the dutics of the office with fidelity, and to
In compliance with the Constitutions of the
1ge I herewith submit the annual report.

tions to confer the degrees, in advance of the
Constitutions, to Saint John's, Massachusetts,
stland Lodges, and in each instance for good

visited .every Lodge officially once, and most
times, to witness their work. I have been
ith the respect eminently due the representa-
| Grand Lodge. It gives me great pleasure to
d entire confidence, felt by the Brethren in the
e Grand Lodgze by your predecessor, still con-
sted by them in the able management of the

2 District are in a very healthy and flourishing
atly surprised, and regret to find in a few of
hich, if continucd, must prove seriously detri-
asts.  All the Lodges have conformed very
of the Grand Constitutions. On one subject,
liged, in a few cases, to speak in terms of
ull representation of the several Lodges, at all
ions of the Grand Lodge, is so important and
the proper discharge of my duty, I could not
n this respect.

1 in the work, and the degree of perfection
of the ritual, reflect great credit upon the offi-
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cers of the Lodgces, and cannot have failed to impress upon the
deep interest in the noble tencts of our Institution. I will avai
this opportunity, perhaps the only one I may ever have, of exp
thanks to the officers and Brethren of the various Lodges I ha
pleasure to officially visit, for the fraternal kindness and geni
with which I have invariably been received.,

An examination of the enclosed abstract will disclose to you t
fact that the number of initiates, the past year, corresponds ex
number of the preceding year.

In closing the dutics of the responsible position which
pleased to assign me, I wish to express to you personally n
acknowledgments for the high honor conferred; and, while I
presumptuously anticipating a reappointment, I feel it incumtl
to state that a proposed abscnce from the Commonwealth, t
year, will render the further discharge of the duties of Distr
by me impossible. )

With the assurance for my successor that he will find the Fir
District increasing in strength and prosperity, and with the b
wishes for all the Brethren, I remain,

Respectfully and fraternally yours,
DANIEL W. LAWRENC
D.D.G. Master First Masonic

SECOND DISTRICT.
BosToN, December

To Serenxo DwieHT NICKERSON, Most Worshipful Grand
Masons tn Massachusetts : —

DeAr Sir AND BroTHER : — I respectfully submit to you my
cial report as District Deputy Grand Master for the Second M:
trict.

I have visited officially all the Lodges within my District, wi
ception of I’alestine Lodge, in Everett, where I was represen
Bro. L. M. Hannum, of Cambridge, illness having preventcd o
attendance at the time appointed for visiting that Lodge. His re
condition in which he found Palestine Lodge, taken in connecti
personal observation of all the other Lodges, gives me the
pleasure of reporting that the Institution is in a highly satisfact
tion throughout the Second District.

The present being the first year of my service, and in the abs
extended knowledge of the work and condition of Lodges elsew
parisons with previous years or other localities will not be expe
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and confidently say, that no higher attainment
xperience as I have hitherto had, be looked for
1 I had the pleasure of witnessing in the Lodges
Cheir Returns are witnesses to their faithfulness.
which the Charter of the Lodge was not well pre-
erly approved, and the Records worthily kept.

iue to the Brethren who accompanied me upon
* kind and valuable assistance in the performance
so to mention that I was courteously received by
2 attentions rendered a duty a pleasure like-

ipful Grand Master, to receive my acknowledg-
1r appointment.
I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
. HENRY W. MUZZEY,
).D.G. Master of the Second Masonic District.

HIRD DISTRICT.

Bosrox, November 80, 1872.

N, Esq., Most Worshipful Grand Master of Ma-
ions in Massachusetts : —

:r:— I have the honor to submit to you this my
trict Deputy Grand Master of the Third Masonic

le hesitation that I accepted the honor you were
g that ““ man in his best estate is subject to frailty
3 of the integrity of my intentions, I have endeav-
'8 faithfully, encouraged by the hope that my
with the broad mantle of brotherly love and

ie office are sufficiently defined in the Grand Con-
nity to their dictates I have officially visited the
:rict and examined their Charters, By-Laws, Rec-

I have found in each of them a degree of cor-
it upon them, and honor to the Institution. All
d state of preservation. The By-Laws, with but
approval and seal of the Grand Lodge, and attes-
stary. Those of Union and Mount Tabor'Lodgen
f the Grand Lodge, but the Worshipful Master
had been approved and should receive the attesta-
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‘tion of the Grand Secretary. On examining the Records, I
Secretaries of some of the Lodges had neglected to record the
tion, or even the number of members or Brethren present. I e
to impress them with the necessity of recording the organizatio
Communication, and if possible the names of each Brother pres
any case the number of members and visitors. The Records bea
that the Secretaries are ambitious to excel in the general appe
have them handsomely written, yet they do not in many instanc
detailed account of the transactions of the Lodge. As an instar
case of a rejected candidate from another Lodge being receiv.
recording the fact of his rejection in another Lodge and that tt
ments of the Constitutions had been complied with, his nam
ing on the Record as though he had never before applied. I e
to impress them with the necessity of recording in detail, each :
transaction of the Lodge, so that the history of the present could
without difficulty. I have the pleasure of believing that my rem:
received, in many instances, in the true Masonic spirit of frier
brotherly love.

The work as exemplified before me, I can say with truth, has
in all the Lodges, although a great variety has been exhibited.
to assert that no two Lodges in this District will confer the san
alike in every respect. And this from no lack of inclination
All the officers (I speak from personal knowledge) are earnes
work, ambitious, and anxious to excel, yet, as compared with th
emplification of the work before the Grand Lodge, some of them ai
that standard. In a few instances, radical changes were noticed
fact, what are radical changes in this day and generation would v
ly have been called good and perfect work, within the memory of
very elderly Brethren. That changes are gradually taking ple
ritual requires no very careful observer to detect, and in co
great mischief will result. A positive ritual, that changes not,
to inspire all good Masons. To learn at the exemplification this
must be unlearned in the year to come, tends to dishearten as w
gust all earnest Brethren. However good may be his intention,
loses faith in himself when he is blown about by the wind of a doc
blows from a different quarter every year. I have been greatly
to find myself in error, when I have called attention to deviatior
afterwards found had been adopted as correct. It must not be
that the requirements of the Constitutions can be accomplished,
uniformity of work in all the Lodges, — so long us the Grand Loc
the work to be changed in any way, or manner, whatever. W
continued innovations, where are we tending?

¢ Ask where’s the North ? at York ’tis on the Tweed :
In Scotland, at the Oreades; and there,
At Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knows where.”
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on this digression. I intended only
»untered by your enthusiastic Depu
ms of this office, and plumed his win
complish what the Constitutions req
pes! I am obliged to confess I have
oped, and perhaps am inclined to ple
However, whatever may have been
ch I do with great pleasure, that
Lodge, and have shown its representar
the performance of his duty, and
irt had ever hoped )
m you 3f the number and nature of t
the ¢ Great Fire ” swallowed all my
ent all my acts in this particular wil
e a report of the condition of the
armony reigns throughout the Distri
cers of Gate of the Temple Lodge,
1, on the evening of the 26th inst.
in closing, allow me to thank you :
iting me to this honorable office, an
:e of Masonic love and good cheer.
fraternally yours,
CHARLES J. DANFORTH.
D.D.G.Master Third Masonic Dis

TH DISTRICT.

BosTton, December 4,

Esq., M. W. Grand Masier of Ma:
‘assachusetts : —

— As District Deputy Grand Master
we visited the ten Lodges in my L
rk of each, and found all of them in
+ as I could ascertain, the essential 1
fully complied with; and there exis
irand Lodge and its officers. I have
oferring the degrees, and these were
s. Several other Dispensations w
1y official year, but they did not com«
wn for my government, and I decl
ren understood what that rule was th
nd I have had of late no requests f



302° ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [:

pensations. I endeavored to have present with me, at ea
visitations, as many of the Masters of Lodges in the District a
and was once so successful as to have present six out of the te:
Generally I had a large suite, but at one of the pleasantest 1
was, by a series of accidents, prevented from having more
Brother accompany me.
Besides my regular official visits I was able to visit some of t
informally, and was, on all occasions, received with great kindn
I have visited the Lodge under Dispensation at Maynard. ]
unfortunate in some respects, and I have at times given the
advice and admonition, which has been received in the same
spirit in which it was given. Many excellent Masons have al:
made in this Lodge, showing that the town can well support a L
its present condition seems to me very promising.
Yours truly gnd fraternally,
CHARLES A. WELCE
D.D.G.Master Fourth Masonsic .

FIFTH DISTRICT.

SaLEM, December

To SereNo DwiGHT NIcKERSON, M.W. Grand Master of .
Massachusetts : —

DEeAR Sir AND BROTHER:— I herewith submit my annual
the year ending August 81st, 1872. :

The Lodges, generally, are in a very healthy condition.
throughout the District is substantially correct, while in some
is of a very high order. The officers evince a desire to perf
selves in the ritual, and in connection with the Brethren to
those excellent principles which are inculcated in the lec
charges of our Institution. The Records, in most instances, |
kept in a most admirable manner, and the Returns have been m
degree of correctness which is highly commendable.

The amount of work done the past year is less than that of th
year, yet the Lodges are steadily increasing in numbers, and
Brethren in every Lodge (with one exception, where that harm
is so desirable is interrupted by the unmasonic acts of a few o
bers) imbued with the genuine principles of our Order, and dev
best interests.

The attendance of the Brethren, at the Stated Meetings of ti
has been very good, while the occasions of my official visits
numerously attended.
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lo express my appreciation 4f the great obliga-
been placed by the hearty and cordial welcome
‘ceived upon the occasions of my annual visita-
that I am deeply sensible of your kindness in
.y of meeting the Brethren in this District.
tfully and fraternally yours,
GEORGE H. PEIRSON,
D.D.G. Master Fifth Masonic District.

XTH DISTRICT.

MEeTHUEN, December 2, 1872.

880N, M. W. Grand Master of Masons sn
Massachusetts : —

tr: — I have the honor to submit herewith my
rict Deputy Grand Master for the Sixth Masonic
officially every Lodge within my jurisdiction,
., have been accompanied in my visits by a full
also had the pleasure of witnessing the work in
ear testimony to its general conformity to that
arers. There seems to be much interest mani-
dge to bring the work up to the Grand Lodge
can be foremost in ¢‘ that noble emulation of who
agree.” In every respect prosperity seems to
ity in this District throughout the year. I have
unfortunate differences arising in any of the
impair their usefulness, but general harmony
1ave prevailed in all of them.

>veral Lodges I found to be preserved with as
ircumstances permit, and the By-Laws have, in
pproval of the Grand Lodge.

dges have been kept with a great deal of care,
-y much difference in the ability with which the
ed their work, not one of them has seemed to
It was evident that nearly every one had striven
are two or three instances which can hardly be
:ecution and completeness of detail.

ind Lodge show that the number of initiates in
newhat larger than in previous years. I think
:d interest in Masonry in the community, rather
m the part of Lodges in the examination of
| to impress upon the Lodges, during my round
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of visits, the prime importance of the utmost ¢
found, in conference with the Brethren, that ther
ing sense of the necessity of careful investigatio:
those who present themselves for initiation. I 1
of five Lodges, — three of them publicly. I s
that Phenician Lodge, Lawrence, was constitut
that new apartments have, during the year, beer
St. Mark’s Lodge, Newburyport, and to the va
Lawrence. These elegant and commodious Lo
testimony to the good taste and substantial int
Brethren who have provided them, and will tend
the usefulness of the Fraternity in the com
located.

No Lodge has sought permission to appear ir
and I am not aware that any has done so except
departed Brother to the grave.

In all my visits to the Lodges I have been 1
cordiality and courtesy, and a true Masonic hos
much lightened the duties of my office and go
pleasure rather than a labor.

I desire here to express my obligations to t
assisted me in my official visits, sometimes, I
sonal inconvenience to themselves. With mai
implied in this appointment, and the opportunit
with the Brethren of this District, I am,

Respectfully and fraternally y
JOSE
D.D.@. Master S

SEVENTH DISTRI:
Lows

To Serexo DwicHT NICKERSON, M. W. Granc
Massachusetts : —

DeAR SIR AND BrROTHER: — I have the hono
fourth annual report, as District Deputy Grand
Masonic District. :

This District has long been favorably known :
loyalty to the M.W. Grand Lodge, and prompt
therefrom, as well as its general adherence to the

My intercourse with the Brethren has at all tim
he utmost kindness and courtesy, each apparent
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o the M.W. Grand Lodge, and its representa-
onsequently the duties of your Deputy have
d exceedingly pleasant.

2ry Lodge assigned to me, with the exception
Butler, located at Ayer. These Lodges, by
lagration which swept over the entire business
g of 1872, have been unable to perform their
and have holden their Regular Communica-
lifficulty.

the case, I felt justified in delegating the
reposed in me, to W. Bro. E. Dana Bancroft,
‘esting information relating to the condition of
»g, is annexed herewith, and to whom I am
ind and Brotherly assistance.

1at the Craft throughout my jurisdiction are
osperity, as you will observe by analyzing the
o indications of negligence or laxity in guard-
the portals of our Institution.

Brethren composing Mount Horeb and Wil-
ed at Woburn and Winchester, respectively
eir old associates in the Second and Fourth

» associations and strong attachments which
‘upted, I rejoice that you have been able to
by forming, this year, a new District in their
vas 80 much needed.

»f the brightest Lodges from the Seventh as a
d your assignment of Trinity Lodge, of Clin-
cond to none, goes far to compensate the loss

nsations during the year, for conferring the
out of course, strong reasons therefor having
ious action in the several cases having been

1y be of value:—

Number of Present at Average
Members. Initiates. Official visit.  Attendance.
————

———— ————
1872, 1871. 1872. 1871 1872, 1871, 1872,
175 20 21 125 8 33 41

1871

146

196 18¢ 6 9 63 % 41 30
81 8 6 3 88 - 286 —
65 74 20 20 118 4 M4 59
43 45 38 3 4 41 17 2

285 801 11 14 89 94 - 81 90
63 6 4 1 87 - 21 -

127 13 14 12 2 — 88 — 64
84 88 3 3 - 8 — 2

m 1238 17 18 61 ™ &8 67
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Congratulating you upon the flourishing conditio
out the jurisdiction, and of the success attendin,
and thanking you for your kindness and confidence

I rewmain, yours fraterns
HENRY
D.D.G. Master Seven

AvEr, M,
To R.W. Hexzr P. Perxins, D.D.G. Master fo
District: —

DEArR BrOTHER:— Agreeably to your warrant
empowering me to make the official visits for you, 1
leb Butler Lodges, both of Ayer, I have attended t
and submit the following report.

On Monday, October 14, I made an official visit
This was the Annual Communication of the Lod;
aware, meets in the daytime.

On this occasion, the Brethren met at nine o'
partook of the annual dinner at one o’clock, P. M.,

. visit was made.

The Lodge has been favored during the year witl
officers, and it is especially to be regretted that the
who has presided in the East for the past two years
in the same capacity. We missed from our ranl
Spaulding Bancroft, our oldest Past Master, who, t
language, ¢ Took the Degree of Eternity,” on the
memory of his many virtues came back to us on
called forth from those present many kindly express
ship for one who had so often thrilled them with
guage.

It is understood that the two Lodges in this tov
commodious apartments in the course of a few mo1
destroyed by the fire in April last.

On the evening of the same day I made an offici:
sentative, to Caleb Butler Lodge.

Both the Lodges in this place lost all their pr
at the time of the fire, last April, except the Charter
which was saved by W. Henry A. Brown, Pas
I examined the several books, as I was require
and found they had been well kept. The Lodge ha
show the history of each member’s connection with
must be very useful. The Brethren have always
being skilful workmen, and they’ maintain the goo
them in a good degree. When they shall be locat
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1g for them, we may well look for a renewal of the
hey have lierctofore shown.

at there is no necessity for two Lodges in this place,
utler Lodge meets in the evening, and Saint Paul’s
ime, affords a good opportunity for the Brethren
1joy Masonic privileges. Those residing at a dis-
to join Saint Paul's Lodge, while those living near
d by Caleb Butler Lodge.

satisfied with the report of my proceedings as your

I remain, yours fraternally,
E. DANA BANCROFT,
Special Deputy Seventh Masonic District.

.

IGHTH DISTRICT.
GARDNER, December 2, 1872.

Nicrersox, M. W. Grand Master of Masons in
Massachusetts : —

)THER : — I herewith respectfully submit to you
acts during the past year, as District Deputy Grand
asonic District.

September 18, I visited Vernon Lodge, Belcher-
cords and witnessed its work, which was well

iing, I visited Bethel Lodge, Enfield. The Lodge
rable circumstances, there being but two of the
roved a very stormy night, and but few of the
meeting. If the work was not as perfect as in
2 Brethren showed great zeal and their good incli-
meeting. It has one of the most pleasant halls
w Lodges are bound together by stronger ties of

tember 80, I visited Morning Sun Lodge, Conway.
our Deputy in a very kind and generous manner.
onious Lodge. The work is not as perfect as is
iren showed their good inclination to Masonry by a
2 in their work, and feeling the necessity of greater
e Institution. My visit to the Lodge was a most
ays be remembered with great pleasure.

1 Orange Lodge, Orange, which I found in a pros-
work was well done, except that there were some
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slight variations from that approved by the Grand Lodge.
dently, have been introduced with the honest desire and hop
a deep and lasting impression upon the mind of the candidate
should be uniformity in the work of the several Lodges,
parts may properly agree. The officers deserve high comms
their zeal and earnestness, and the Lodge for the interest ma
the highest good of Masonry. My visit was made the more
the presence of the retiring Deputy, R.W. Bro. A. J. Clark
assistance and appropriate remarks to the Lodge will be rem
me with much pleasure and gratitude.

October 10, I visited Republican Lodge, Greenfleld. This i
and one of the most prosperous and best-working Lodges in t
Its members are peaceful and happy, and prove their zeal and
to their Lodge, and to Masonry, by the interest they manif
work, and the spirit they evince as men and Masons.

October 14, I visited Pacific Lodge, Amherst, which ranks
best Lodges of the District. The work, although not perfect
parts, was very good. The Lodge, at my annual visit, worked
advantages, many of the officers being necessarily absent,
Master unavoidably kept from the meeting. It is a peaceful
and happy Lodge, and deserves mention, with great praise, fo
ful and liberal manner in which its members have commuted
Lodge capitation tax. It added to my happiness tomeet here m
Past District Deputy, R.W. Bro. I. F. Conkey.

October 16, I visited Mountain Lodge, Shelburne Falls. w!
in an excellent condition. Situated, not on the ¢* high hills,
round it, but in the ¢‘“deep vale,” it carefully observes the
cowans and eavesdroppers, and faithfully sces that none pass
are worthy and well qualified. The work was of a high orde
have impressed upon the mind of all witnessing it the beauty,
high importance of Masonry. The Lodge is deserving of
praise for its untiring zeal, and unceasing efforts to preserve
all its beauty and purity, and to be governed in all its transac
true principles of Masonry.

October 28, I visited Harmony Lodge, Northfield. This L
a good degree of harmony, and should be one of the best L
District; for it is composed of material to make a good wor
Its members are good and generous Masons.

November 4, I visited Star Lodge, Athol Depot. The wo:
but there did not seem to be that zeal and interest manifest
in the Lodge, necessary to its success and prosperity. Star L.
heretofore possessed that harmony which is the strength and
our Institution. But there is good reason to believe that in tk
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greater interest in the work, and a deeper desire
Aasonry.

Hope Lodge, Gardner, and installed its officers.
anization, has ranked as onc of the first Lodges
eautiful hall, and its perfection of work. I am
» work of the Lodge, at the present time, is of a
e officers know their duties and faithfully perform
sperous and harmonious, feeling a deep and abid-
and in sustaining its present high reputation.

y installed the officers of Artisan Lodge, Win-

7 annual visit to this Lodge, found the work of a
+ Records beautifully and correctly kept. The
nifest an earnest desire to advance and excel in
1e dignity and high importance of Masonry.

il, I have endeavored to give you the true condi-
iic District. While a majority of the Lodges are
and zealous in their work, there are a few that
t deep interest in the work and advancement of
esirable ; but this is owing to influences of a local
een, ‘or, I trust, soon will be removed. I am
the Lodges, with one exception, have cheerfully,
de their annual Returns, and paid their Grand

by all the Lodges, as your representative, with
d courtesy, and by some of them with marked
» and hospitality, which were a source of much
add greatly to the pleasant memories of life.

Worshipful Grand Master, for the honor of the

st truly and fraternally yours,
EDWARD J. SAWYER,
D.D.G. Master Eighth Masonic District.

NINTH DISTRICT.

Apaums, December 5, A. L. 5872.

{KERSON, Most Worshipful Grand Master of Ma-
ions in Massachusetts : —

'‘HER:— I have the honor herewith to submit
for the past year. It has been my privilege to
| this District, also the two Lodges under Dis-
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pensation, and it gives me great pleasure to report th.
be in a healthy and prosperous condition, and have h
success in their labors, adding many good and true n
ship. The Brethren appear to entertain exalted
Masonry really is, and what it is designed to accomplis!
ennobling of their characters and lives, making th
men and citizens.

The ritual, as promulgated by the Grand Lodge, a
derstood, and especially so in those Lodges which h:
within the last four or five years. Upon investigatic
some few of the Lodges, I find that there has been a
jections, disclosing the fact that there are some bad»
that there has been a lack of caution in proposing ca
grees in Masonry. It also discloses the fact of too r
recommending persons without a proper consideratior
The committees are also in fault in not making a mor
tion into the character of the applicant, and they also
dependence in reporting adversely on a petition wher
fearless report, and in accordance with the facts in
through this negligence many bad men have crept intc
had better have becen kept in the dark as regards Mas:

In looking over the Returns of the Lodges to the
that many of them are very deficientin filling up the
appropriate l;eads, and upon inquiring of the Secre
called for were omitted, they informed me that they
any Records in their Lodges that would supply the de
to me that there is a lack of proper care in filling up
tail, and also in a proper preservation of old papers ai

I would suggest to you the propriety of the Grand
books to be prepared for the use of the Lodges, ruled
with headings for all questions embraced in the blan
wide margin on the right, for remarks, etc.; and wl
nished with the book, require the Secretary, or some ¢
a complete and perfect record of every member belong
per headings. When once done, there will be no furt
ing full and complete annual reports to the Grand Lod

I have granted but two Dispensations for conferring
the regular time during the year, and these for good at
No Dispensations have been granted for public process

All the Lodges in this District except two, have
dious, and some of them elegant appartments, well ac
for Masonic purposes.

One noticeable thing presented itself to me in my
Records, and that was the smallness of the average .
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"the Lodges. The thought occurred to me, what
,odges that will awaken a new interest, and draw
» members? The only thing that occurred to me
ie Worshipful Master converse with the Brethren
lecture, or get some one to lecture, and instruct
f the several Degrees, so that every one may be-
‘office in the Lodge ; also to instruct them in their
rood Masons.

:alled to the fact that in some of the Lodges
on for the degrees has been rejected, the petition
gain and again before the Lodge, as often as re-
right of petition, and sowing the seeds of discord
‘e. I have felt constrained to severely reprehend
mmend an amendment to the By-Laws, in order
ving evil.

>port to a conclusion, I have the pleasure to say,
s and intercourse with the Brethren, I have ex-
ntinued courtesy and kindness, and expressions
ake my visits more frequent. The pleasure that
. visits, and my desire and endeavors to elevate
in a great measure compensates for the time

for the distinguished honor of my appointment
1d wishing you abundant success during the re-
f office, and prosperity through life, I remain,
Brother,
Truly and fraternally yours,
DANIEL UPTON,
D.D.G.Master Ninth Masonic District.

ENTH DISTRICT.
CruicoreE FaLrs, December 5, 1872.

ICKERSON, M. W. Grand Master of Masons in
Massachusetts : —

& AND BROTHER : — Another Masonic year having

:spectfully submit my annual report, and accom-

:«count of my doings as District Deputy Grand

sonic District.

lay of April, by special commission, I organized a

ity Grand Lodge, and proceeded to constitute

:ate its hall, and install its officers, —a detailed

\nsmitted at that time.
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On the third day of September I commenced m
since which time I have visited every Lodge, wi
Thomas, at Palmer, the Worshipful Master of which
and, as the Lodge had no work, and the Brethren wer
room to furnish their new hall, I omitted to visit
called upon their Treasurer and Secretary, and inspec
Lodge.

I have, also, publicly installed the officers of Belche
Tom, Chicopee, Hampshire, Quaboag and Hayden, a
Newton and Eden Lodges.

On the third day of October, by invitation of (
Brethren of the District assembled at Chicopee, for tl
the work. A Communication of the R.W. District I
was opened in due form; after which, Worshipful
Senior Grand Lecturer, was placed in charge and proc
exemplification of the work, and to wield in his own v
Mallet and Trowel.

As the work was progressing, our hearts were
announcement that the Most Worshipful Grand Maste
Grand Lodge were present to visit us. A committe
missioned to wait upon and introduce the Grand Offic
to eloquent remarks from the Grand Master, we proc
plification of the First and Second Degrees.

By invitation of Chicopee Lodge the Brethren we
labor to refreshment, and, proceeding to the hall of
took of a generous repast furnished by them.

On resuming labor we proceeded to exemplify the T
completion of which we listened to eloquent addresses
shipful Grand Master, Past Grand Master Parkma
Bancroft, and others. )

As the hour of low twelve was nigh at hand we w¢
to all things there must be an end, and, having ad
thanks to the Grand Master and Officers of the Gr:
honored us with their presence, to W. Bro. Bancr
instructions, and to Chicopece Lodge, for the magnifi
erosity exhibited on the occasion, we parted with feeli
that, of the many gatherings of the Brethren of this I
of the most pleasant and profitable. I am happy to st
in the District was represented, and that five hundrec
the Brethren were assembled to become better acc
other, and perfect themselves in the work.

I think that the Lodges hardly exemplified the worl
manner as they are accustomed to, which, in a mea:
owing to embarrassment, from the presence of such di
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ed zcal on the part of the Lodges, and by a more
e Grand Officers, that we may become better
dence be overcome, and that we thereby shall be
es with greater credit.

‘e that I attest to the harmony prevailing among
:reasing prosperity of the Lodges in the District.
ges, from their zeal and proficiency, are taking
c. For advancement in the knowledge and spirit
ze stands second to none this year. The tripli-
I have caused to be substantially bound, to care-
y of the members.

:arnest sympathy with, increasing love for, and
dge among the Brethren, and that the cement of
ng the individual members more firmly together
e duties of my office with many thanks for the
:appointment to this position of trust and respon-
: that I may have discharged its duties in such a
:ontinued approbation and that of the Most Wor-

ery respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
WM. J. SAWIN,
D.D.G. Master Tenth Masonic District.

VENTH DISTRICT.

‘WORCESTER, December 8, 1872.

‘CKERSON, M. W. Grand Master of Masons in
Massachusetts: —

:R : — Herewith I transmit to you my annual re-
jonic District. I am happy to be able to say that
:t have shown a marked improvement in their
r, not only in the number of good men and true
but more particularly in the quality and spirit of
f Initiates this year is 126, that of last year 102.
turnable to the Grand Lodge will, however, be
ywing to the fact that mo commutation of the
en received. Morning Star Lodge has, however,
ing eight years of the tax in full.

ispensations during the past year: two for per-
without waiting the regular time, and one for a
¢ procession. The first two were given, one to
to Webster Lodge. The permission to appear in
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public was granted United Brethren Lodge on the occasion of
tion of Doric Lodge Hall, in Hudson.

The number of members and visitors in attendance at the t
official visitation at the several Lodges, also the average attend:
year, I report as follows : —

Members present.  Visitors.

Morning Star. « « « v o ¢ o ¢ o o 0 0 s 0. 58 19
MountZion. ¢« « ¢ o o o ¢ ¢ o o 0 o o o0 12 1
Montacute « + « ¢ o o v 0 oo e e e e e 65 58
United Brethren . . . . . . ... “ e e 28 4
Webster « « ¢ o o o o v o0 00 b o000 26 1
Quinebaug . . . ... ... “ e s e 0 e 28 3
Oxford « « ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o ¢ 0 0 o o PPN 12 4
Doric. . . .« ... e e e e e e s e e e 28 5
Athelstan . . . . 0000 “ e e s e e 43 16
Baint Bernard’ . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ o s 0 000 e 14 1

Quinsigamond . ¢ ¢ . ¢ 0 vt e s e 00 a0 13 13

I visited Spencer Lodge, U. D., on November 18th. I founc
ren zealous and faithful, their work on the Second Degree beil
ecuted, and I would recommend that their prayer for a Charter
be before the next Session of the Grand Lodge, be granted.

Thanking you, Most Worshipful, for the honor conferred in
ment as District Deputy for this District, and hoping that my
been performed to your satisfaction, also expressing my gratefi
edgments for the beautiful set of Grand Lodge Regalia you ha
furnished for the use of this District, I subscribe myself,

Fraternally yours,
THOMAS E. ST. JOH
' D.D.G.Master Eleventh Masonic

TWELFTH DISTRICT.

MiLrorD, Decembe

To SerEro DwiGHT Nickersow, M. W. Grand Master of
Massachusetis: —

DEeAR Si AND BroTHER: — The lapse of another Masonic
occasion to submit my fourth report for the Twelfth Masonic D!

I have personally visited the several Lodges in the District
attention to their work, and such other matters as it was incun
to do. The work in all the Lodges is rendered well, showing 1
attention is given to instruction, thereby enabling those officiat:
tice our rites in such a manner as to make them attractive |
and full of interest to candidates.

The statistical table of the District will give the cmount of w
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were initiated last year and ninety-four this year,
ixteen in the work of the present year. .
mary 9th, by authority received from you, I or-
d Lodge and dedicated the new Masonic apart-
odge, at Holliston. It was a very pleasant oc-
, at considerable expense, fitted up a fine Masonic
ethren were present during the evening, among
mson, who was admitted to Masonry in Mont-
rear 1800; being at the time, perhaps, the oldest

has since deceased, at the age of about ninety-
f the Brethren added to the interest of the evening
t the close of the ceremonies a refreshing, social

e 27th, I also, in accordance with your commis-
r Grand Lodge, and dedicated the fine hall and
Isior Lodge, in Franklin. This Lodge, though

a flourishing condition, and in the attractive
ed itself with, much enjoyment, no doubt, is in
Che lady friends of the Lodge were present on the
2 of the ceremonies a social repast was enjoyed, en-

nsiderable delay in receiving Returns from some
il instances, the blanks were not filled out at the
and I therefore ordered them to be completed and
November; but several were not received till the
nd one is not present at thetime of writing.
Vistrict have received me on all official occasions
ourtesy, and many a social interchange has been
h satisfaction.
Respectfully submitted, .
GEORGE E. STACY,
D.D.Q.Master Twelfth Masonic District.

RTEENTH DISTRICT.
TaurTON, December 2, 1872.

[IckERSON, M.W. Grand Master of Masons sn
Massachusetts : —

gER : — I herewith submit my report as District
or the Thirteenth Masonic District for the past
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September 5th, I made my official visit to Rising Star L«
Third Degree was worked not so accurately but that I consid
duty to advise that the services of a Grand Lecturer be procul
Lodge. This Lodge, although having no dues, shows a very
balance in the hands of their Treasurer. There were present
members and thirty-two visitors. Average attendance, the
twenty-seven.

September 17, I visited St. James Lodge. The Second 1
worked in a manner which agreeably surprised me, inasmuch a
far superior to the work exhibited last year. I congratulated
on its advancement, and tried to encourage them to persevere
should rank, in their work, among those Lodges which ha
enviable reputation. The Charter of this Lodge lacks the s
the Senior Grand Warden, which, I hope, will be added to that
while it may be procured. There were present twenty-two m
two visitors. Average attendance, twenty-four.

September 24th. I examined Bristol Lodge and witnessed |
the First Degree, which was not given as correctly or satis
last year: still the language was nearly correct, and, with the
a little force and character, the work would have been much in
could find no copy of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge a
terly Communications of March and June of this year, and
given was the same as last year, that none had been rece
average attendance, the past year, is thirty. Members prel
official visit, thirty. Visitors, six.

September 27th, I visited St. Alban’s Lodge and installed
The work of the evening was the Third Degree. This Lodge
enough, and, from the manner in which my advice was rece!
no doubt that another year the work will be rendered mor
This Lodge had suspended several members for non-payme
but, as they did not appear to be properly suspended, I could
nize them as such. As the evening was very stormy, the atte
small, only about thirty being present. Average attendanc
year, twenty-three. ThissLodge has a fine comfortable hall, w
the honor to own.

October 2d, I visited King David Lodge. The Second |
worked very satisfactorily. Not to speak at all disrespectfully
Secretaries of this Lodge, I must say that the present Sc
faithfully performed his duty, and it has been more than ar
arduous one. The Records are in a much better conditior
before. And the labor bestowed upon the Returns has been
ordinary, inasmuch as in previous years they have been so
In fact, the Returns are the best this Lodge has ever sent t
Lodge, with a promise of even much better ones in the ye
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+ official visit forty, and eight visitors. I cau-
B. R. Holt, who, I found, had visited this Lodgg,
ree of the Grand Lodge, be considered a clandes-

Orlent Lodge, where I was received, as I always
e, in the most cordial and hospitable manner. I
is composed of men of warm hearts and willing
ree was worked very accurately and impressively.
ept. The Charter and Grand Lodge Proceedings
The average attendance, the past year, was thirty-
£, at my official visit, forty members and twenty-

d Paul Dean Lodge. The Second Degree was
far above the average, and with but very few
amination of the Lodge, and the witnessing of the
o a feast prepared by the lady friends of the mem-
ce, the past ‘year, nineteen. There were present,
members and three visitors.

1 Ezekiel Bates Lodge. The first section of the
stly given, but the other sections were imperfectly
ient that the officers had been instructed by some
form such a duty. I recommended that the ser-
‘er be procured. The Proceedings of the Grand
odge-room. The By-Laws of the Lodge are very
The average attendance, the past year, is twenty-
here were forty-one members present and four

«d Blue Hill Lodge. The Third Degree was
|y very much better than last year. The Charter,
Proceedings, in fact, everything connected with
yreserved; and the general appearance of the sur-
; interest manifested by the members. Average
ear, eighteen. At my visit there were present
1 sixteen visitors. .

ed Hyde Park Lodge. The work of the Third
npressively and correctly given, and would well
[t also shows that the Lodge has done wisely in
r work. The very large average attendance of
rship of only ninety-four, well shows the interest
Lodge and work. One of the special attractions
1 is considered a part of the work of the Lodge.
liged to show his proficiency in the preceding
ceive a subsequent one. Members present, forty-
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November 1st, I visited Charles H. Titus Lodge, working u
pensation. The work of the First Degree was exemplified sa
to all present. I was received most cordially and treated ir
hospitable manner. This young Lodge can do much for Masor
a power for good in this city, and, I have no doubt, will rank |
estimation of the Fraternity. Average attendance, sixteen.
my visit sixteen members and four visitors.

November 4th, I visited Alfred Baylies Lodge. The Secor
was exemplified in a manner highly creditable to the Lod;
officers. In no visitation which I have made have I been tre
respectfully and cordially, making it one of the pleasantest of
visitations. The average attendance, the past year, is twent;
visit there were present sixteen members.

November 8th, I visited Constellation Lodge. The Second I
worked in the most perfect manner. In fact, the work exhibit
best I have had the pleasure of witnessing the past year. T
although young, has made honorary members of several aged
formerly members of the old Constellation Lodge, men who br
storm and tide of anti-Masonry in years gone by. We were
meet several of them in the Lodge and around the festive boarc
Lodge was closed. These men are stars whose brightness will
for Masonry in the future of this new Constellation. The avers
ance of forty-one, with only seventy-three members, speaks w
Lodge. The Lodge has done a great deal of work for one 8o
I think, from appearances, all the men are good and true; @
must be bright Masons, as they require every one to be profici
lectures. There were present seventy-five members and tw
visitors.

November 20th, I visited Ionic Lodge. Having been prese
meeting of this Lodge, during the past year, I did not think it
that the work of the Lodge should be exhibited at this time.
for the work, that few Lodges work as well. The Records are
complete and the Returns the best of any Lodge in the District.
attendance, the past year, thirty-four. There were present, at
visit, fifty-three members and sixty-seven visitors.

I do not think the work exhibited at my visitations has averag
as that I witnessed last year, and I have, in as pleasant a mant
sible and with kind words, plainly told them of their faults a
them for the future. My advice and recommendations have al
well received and thanks returried, — as all have been persua
was but doing my duty when I have conscientiously criticised t!
a Lodge.

I have been received cordially and treated hospitably, in o
far beyond my desires or expectations, but I have been content.



D LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 319

ng the Brethren endeavored to show their respect
nd Lodge. i

you my sincere thanks for the honor conferred
fice, which I have endcavored to fill in a manner
nd the Lodges it has been my duty and pleasure

't your prosperity, I remain,
‘nally and respectfully yours,

JAMES UTLEY,
D.D.G. Master Thirteenth Masonic District.

RTEENTH DISTRICT.

New Beprorp, November 28, 1872.

N, Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in
Massachusetts: —

:R: —In compliance with the requirements of the
T. Grand Lodge, I have the honor to submit my
r Grand Master of the Fourteenth Masonic Dis-

‘e to officially visit, at least once during the year,
the District is comprised, and I have in all cases
courtesy and fraternal greeting which become

ned the Records, work and Returns of the differ-
asure in acknowledging my appreciation of the
1 to render my duties as brief and pleasant as cir-
revails throughout the district. Prudence has ap-
in the admission of candidates and the general
1, and I think that perfect loyalty to the Grand
racteristic.

s the degrees are impressively, conferred and the
ance with the ritual of the Grand Lodge; and I
vation or lack of interest is apparent, the Breth-
1l to effect the needed improvement.

iy the Secretaries of the Lodges are plainly and
ames of the officers, Brethren and visitors present
‘ecorded.

:nsations to confer degrees within the specified
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time have been few in number, and, when accompanied by goo
cient reasons, I have granted them.
With thanks for the honor conferred upon me in my appoint
responsible trust of District Deputy, I remain,
Truly and fraternally yours,
ABRAHAM H. HOWLAND, J»
D.D.G.Master Fourteenth Masonic

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.

To SerENo Dwionr NickersoN, W.M. Grand Master of
Massachusetts:—

DEAR SIR AND BrOTHER :—I have the honor to submit th:
report as District Deputy Grand Master for the Fifteenth Ma
trict. In my visits to the several Lodges I have been pleased
the growing desire, upon the part of the officers and members
the Lodges in this District, to improve in the uniformity and ex
the work, and am pleased to say that the work, as exemplified
at my official visits, has shown a greater uniformity and accur
have before seen. I find, also, the Records of the Lodges, with
two exceptions, are correctly and carefully transcribed by the ¢
who seem to take a commendable pride in preserving neat
some Records. '

I am pleased to be able to say, that among all the Lodges i
trict the utmost good feeling prevails. The harmony and Bro
existing among the officers and members of the Lodges are doi
increase their usefulness, prosperity and success.

Thanking you for the honor conferred by this appointment,
ren who have accompanied me in my official visits, and the ¢
members of the several Lodges for their cordial greeting alway
ously extended to me, as the representative of the Grand Lodg

I am, respectfully and fraternally yours,
JOSEPH. K. B.
D.D.G. Master Fifteenth Masonic

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT.

Bostox, Decembe:

To SerEvo DwieHT NICkERSON, M.W. Grand Master of
Massachusetts : —

DeAR SiR AND BROTHER:—1 have the honor to submit

report as District Deputy Grand Master for the Sixteent
District.
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I have visited, accompanied by a full suite, each
trict. At each of my official visits I witnessed an
ork. It was generally good and usually correct.
ronsisted of incongruities in matters of detail.
marked improvement in this respect, and in the
. to the work. Whenever I deemed the defects
, and the result of misapprehension or neglect, I
the Brethren to them, and at all times spoke of
It not unfrequently happens that an officer, who
t accuracy, will, in the presence of visiting Breth-
mnows to be critical and exact in the work, commit
es. To matters of this kind I did not feel myself
7Thile it would be difficult for me to designate any

surpassed all the others in the District, I could
ree where the work was not up to the average

a tabular statement of the number of members
flicial visits, together with the number of visiting
myself and suite, and the average attendance of
.odge, with one exception during the year, and,
» number of Communications held by each Lodge.
it the financial condition of the several Lodges is
| kindly feeling prevail among the Brethren, and
appointments of the several Lodge-rooms are in
ements of the Grand Lodge.

No. of Com—
munications. Average

Iemben present Vhitnn imuent held during Anend.lneo
ocation. at Visitation, the year. of Members.
\m, 34 19 14 86
water, 52 10 50 27

59 16 21 28

' 30 4 17 23

y 40 105 20 20
"eymouth, 88 14 - 70
ith, * 4 4 52 -
Bridgewater, 62 68 45 81
. 50 80 20 29
20 19 - 23

h, 51 32 20 28
Abington, 20 2 20 20

ve, I have been received in all the Lodges with
spitality.

e deep obligation I am under to the several Breth-
wve accompanied me on my official visits. Their
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knowledge and large experience in Masonic matters have gre:
me in the discharge of my duties. *
Thanking you for the honor of the appointment, I am, most
and fraternally yours,
EDWARD AVER
D.D. Q. Master Sizteenth Masontc I

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT.

WoBURrK, November 3(

To S. D. NicremrsoN, M.W. Grand Master of Masons ¢
chusetts : —

DEeAR SirR AND BroOTHER:— In accordance with the Grand
tions my first annual report of the Seventeenth Masonic Distric
with submitted.

During the year I have visited the Lodges comprised within
trict, and am gratified in being able to report that, without excep
are in a healthy and flourishing condition. The meetings have
attended and an interest manifested by all. Their By-Laws |
approved by the Grand Lodge. Charters are carefully preserved
well kept, and the work good in all; in some excellent, in my
¢ perfect work.”

The only matters calling for censure were, the negleet by mi
Lodges to preserve, in a suitablec manner, the Annual Proceedi
Grand Lodge, and, in a few instances, the absence of a Maste
and other appropriate Masonic emblems. In every instance thei
was called to this neglect or omission.

It being a new District, I have no data by which to compare tl
of work or condition with previous years; I should judge, hc
would compare favorably. *

In all my visits a cordial reception was given, and my thank
those Brethren who so kindly assisted me.

Thanking you for the honor of this appointment, and wrustin
successor may enjoy as generous & support as has been receiv
during the year, I most respectfully decline a reappointment.

Sincerely and fraternally yours,
WILLIAM T. GRAMMER
D.D.G. Master Seventeenth Masonic I
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INA DISTRICT.

SeANGHAI October 26, 1872.

tER8ON, M.W. Grand Master of Masons tin
Massachusetts : —

1:— In accordance with the Grand Constitu-
submit my fourth annual report as District
hina. Masonry, under all the different Grand
ish here, and the Brethren of the various
miously together, and the Order is extending

has again been unfortunate. The Worshipful
obliged to return, early in the spring, to his
11 health. Death has entered our portals and
ted members. 8till the Lodge continues to
iber of members and is doing a fair amount of
t the Lodge has purchased a beautiful lot in
1embers and sojourning Brethren. It is being
ir, and it certainly reflects great credit on the
sreparing a final resting-place for strangers visit-
wring the past year the Lodge has appeared twice
unerals of deceased Brethren. I have granted
rtening the time for conferring degrees, but in
ring men and passed a good examination in

spring, I was requested by Brother John Fal-
elect, and other petitioning Brethren of Star
Scotch Constitution, to constitute said Lodge
‘his ceremony I performed May 23, assisted by
strict Junior Grand Warden, English Constitu-
in good working order. I trust it will prove
mpaired, the genuine principles of our Order
on in the centre of China.

ar 15, I had the pleasure of installing the offi-
Lodge, and was most kindly received by the
tative; and, from the interest and skill of the
>ficers, I think the Lodge will increase in num-

onor conferred on me by the appointment, and
charged the duties in such a manner as to meet
n, yours truly and fraternally,
WILLIAM C. BLANCHARD,
D.D.G. Master for China.
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A true abstract from the returns of the above Lodges.

Attest :

WILLIAM C. BLANCHARD, Dustrict Depwly Grand Master.
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TABLES OF MASONIC DISTRICTS, .
* FOR 1878.

HE NAME OF EACH LODGE, DATE OF CHARTER, LOCA-
AND THE MONTH OF ANNUAL ELECTION FOR 1873.

District No. 1. (Bosron.)

. R. .MONTGOMERY FIELD, BOSTON, D.D.G.M.

Ige. Charter. Xocation. Electlon.
'8 . . . . 1788 . .-<Boston. . . . . November
REW'S. . . 1766 . . Boston. . . . . November
ETT8 . . . 1770 . . Boston. . . . . December
. 1796 . . Boston. . . . . December
BANON. . . 1801 . . Boston. .. . . December
1855 . . Bdton. . . . . November

LEwis. . . 1856 . . Boston. . . . . November
. . 187 . . Boston. . . . . December
ARREN . . . 1857 . . Boston. . . . . December
. * . 1861 . . Boston. . . . . November

« « « . 1866 . . Boston. . . . . December

1868 . . Boston. . . . . December

Districr No. II. (CHARLESTOWN.)

SELWIN Z. BOWMAN, SOMERVILLE, D.D.G.M.

dge. Charter, Lodation. Election.
MONS . . . 1783 . . Charlestown . . . October
. . 1806 . . Cambridgeport . . December
ETHLEHEM . 1845 . . Chelsea . . . . November
T . . . . 1868:. . Somerville - . . . September
CE. . . . 1859 . . Charlestown . . . October

IVET . . . 1864 . . Cambridge . . . December
UTTON . . 1867 . . Saugus . . . . December
8H . . . . 1867 . . Chelsea . . . . November

« « « « . 1869 . .' Charlestown . . . December
1869 . . Everett . . . . December
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Districr No. III. (BosroN HIGHLANDS.)

R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH, BOSTON, D.D.

Name of Lodge.
‘WASHINGTON .
Uxiox
Mouxt TaBsor
SAINT Paur’s . .
BaAALBEC

GATE oF THE TEMPLE .

Hamyarr . . .
LAFAYETTE . .
ADELPHI. . . .
Evror . .
RaABBONI. . . .
TEMPLE . . . .

Charter.

1796
1796
1846
1847
1853
1856
1860
1866
1866
1867
1870
1871

Location.

Boston Highlands
Dorchester .
East Boston . .
South Boston
East Boston .
South Boston
East Boston . .
Boston Highlands
South Boston
‘West Roxbury .
South Boston
East Boston . .

-

Districr No. IV. (CAMBRIDGE.)

bk bd b P Cg bud P b bed by bed

R.W. CHARLES A. WELCH, WALTHAM, D.D.C

” Name of Lodge.
CORINTHIAN .
MERIDIAN . .
BETHESDA . . .
MoxitoR . .
PEQUOSBETTE . .
DaLHOUSIE. . .
BELMONT . .
Isaac PAREKER
Mizran .
BETH-HORON

Charter.
1797
1797
1819
1820
1857
1861
1865
1868
1868
1871

Cuas. A. WeLCH (U.D.), —

Location.
Concord . . .
Natick . . . .
Brighton . . .
Waltham . . .
Watertown . .
Newtonville . .
Belmort .
Waltham .
Cambridgeport
Brookline . . .
Maynard . . .

. .
D ol bd bd B3 Cu bk b hed AN AN



THBE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 349

Districr No. V. (SaLem.)

R.W. GEORGE H. PEIRSON, SALEM, D.D.G.M.

Lodge. .Charter. Location. Election.
ic . . . 1760 . . Marblehead . . . December
. . . 1770 . . Gloucester . . . November

« « « . . 1791 . . Salem . . . . . December
tMEL . . . 1805 . . Lynn . . . . . December
« <« . . . 1808 . . Peabody . . . . November
« « .« . . 1824 ., . Beverly . . . . December
« « « . . 1852 . . Rockport . . . . December
e o s 1864 . . Danvers . . . . November
IX¢ . . . . 1865 . . Salem . . . . . November
Heagp . . . 1865 . . Ipswich . . . . December
FLEgce . . . 1866 . . Lynn . . . . . December
« ¢« « . . 186 . . Gloucester. . . . June
« ¢« + « o . 1871 . . Danvers . . . . December

District No. VI. (NEWBURYPORT.)

v. JOSEPH SIDNEY HOWE, METHUEN, D.D.G.M.

Lodge. Charter. Location. Election.
HN'S . . . . 1766 . . Newburyport. . . March
CK. . . . . 1802 . . Haverhill . . . . November
ARK'S. . . . 1803 . . Newburyport . . September
1822 . . Amesbury. . . . September

ATTHEW'S . . 1822 . . Andover . . . . December

.« « . . . 182 . . Lawrence. . . . September
NCOCK . . . 1861 . . Methuen . . . . September
. « « « « . 1863 . . Lawrence. . . . September
w ... 1865 . . Haverhill .” . . . December

C.DaMe . . 1867 . . Georgetown . . . January
. . . . . 1869 . . West Amesbury. . September
AN . . . . . 1871 . . Lawrence . . . . September
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Districr No. VII. (LowgLL.)

R.W. HENRY P. PERKINS, LOWELL, D.D.G.M.

Name of Lodge.
SaINT PaurL's . . . .
AURORA . . . . . .
PENTUCKET . .
ANCIENT YORK . .
TRINITY « « + « « .
CaLEB ButLer . . .
WILDER . . . . . .
CuarrLes W. Moore
KiLwINNIKG . . . .
WirLiaM NorTR . . .

DisTrICT

R.W. EDWARD

Name of Lodge.
REPUBLICAN . . .

HarMory . . . . .
Pacrrrec . . . . . .
MoOUNTAIN .

ORANGE .

HopE. . . . . . .
STAR . . . . . .
ARTISBAN . « .« + o+

Mor~NING SON. . . .
Bay StatE (U.D.) . .
AtmoL (UD.) . . . .

Charter. Location. Elecjion

1797 . . Ayer . . . . . Octobe
1801 . . Fitchburg. . . . Septem
1807 . . Lowell . . .. . . Octobe
1853 . . Lowel. . . . . Octobe
1859 . . Clinton. . . . . Septem
1860 . . Ayer . . . . . Octobe
1860 . . Leominster . . . Septem
1866 . . Fitchburg. . . . Septem
1867 . . Lowell. . . . . Novem
1868 . . Lowell . . . . . Octobe

No. VIII. (GREENFIELD.)

J. SAWYER, GARDNER, D.D.G.M.

Charter, Location. Election
1795 . . Greenfield. . . . Noveml
1796 . . Northfield. . . . Novem
1801' . . Amherst . . . . Noveml
1806 . . Shelburne Falls. . Noveml
1860 . . Orange. . . . . Noveml
1868 . . Gardner . . . . Octobe
1865 . . Athol . . . . . Novenl
1866 . . Winchendon . . . Septem
1870 . . Conway . . . . Noveml
. . Montague . . . .
. « Athol . . . . . —
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" District No. IX. (mermm.)

. DANIEL UPTON, SOUTH ADAMS, D.D.G.M.

e. Charter. Location. Election.
AR . . . 1795 . ., Lee.-. . . . . September
. . . . 1796 . . Great Barrington . December

. . 1808 . . West Stockbridge . December
. . . 1810 . . Pittsfield . . . . November
« . o 1849 . . North Adams. . . December
. . 1858 . . South Adams. . . November
.« + « . 1870 . . Hinsdale . . . . November
. . 1870 . . Cheshire . . . . November
... 1871 . . Stockbridge . . . December
. . 1872 . . Williamstown . . December
. 1872 . . North Adams. . . October

District No. X. (SPRINGFIELD.)

IAM J. SAWIN, M.D., CHICOPEE FALLS, D.D.G.M.

.. Charter. Location. Election.
« . « « 1797 . . Northampton. . . November
« « . . 1817 . . Springfield . . . November
o« . . 1849 . . Chicopee . . . . November
. . . . . 1850 . . Holyoke . . . . November
TAR . . . 1866 . . Westfield . .. . . September
EE. . . . 18656 . . Springfield . . . November
"« « . . 1867 . . Huntington . . . December
.« « « . 1868 . . Easthampton. . . November
YOKE . . 1870 . . South Hadley Falls, November
. « . . . 1871 . . Chicopee.. . . . October
, « . . . 1872 . . Haydenville . . . November
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Districr No. XI. (WORCESTER.)

R.W.JOSEPH B. KNOX, WORCESTER, D.D

Name of Lodge. Charter. Location.
MorNING STAR . . . 17983 . . Worcester. . . .
MouNt Zi1oN . . . . 1800 .. . Barre . . . .
MONTACUTE . . . . 1859 . . Worcester. . . .
WEBSTER . . . . . 1859 . . Webster . . . .
OxrORD . . . . . . 180 . . Oxford. . . . .
UsiTED BRETHREN . . 1860 . . Marlboro’ . . .
Doric . . . . . . 1864 . . Hudson .. . . .
ATHELSTAN. . . . . 186 . . Worcester . . .
SAINT BERNARD . . . 1868 . . Southboro’® . .
QuINSIGAMOND . . . 1871 . . Worcester . . .
SPENCER. . . . . . 1872 . . Spencer . . . .

Districtr No. XII. (MILFORD.)
R.W. GEORGE E. STACY, MILFORD, D.D.(

Name of Lodge. Charter. Location.
MippLEsex. . . . . 1795 . . Framingham . . .
OLIvE BRaNcE . . . 1797 . . Millbury . . . .
MoNTGOMERY . . . . 1797 . . Milford. . . .
Soromoxn's TEMPLE . . 1818 . . Uxbridge .
FRANKLIN . . . . . 182 . . Grafton . . . .
BrLAacksTONE River . . 1856 . . Blackstone . . .
Joun WaArRReN . . . 1861 . . Hopkinton .
NORTH STAR . . . . 185 . . Ashland . . . .
Mounxt HorLis . . . 1866 . . Holliston . . . .
ExcELSIOR . . . . . 1867 . . Franklin . . .
Sioa . . . . . . 1867 . . Westboro’'. . . .
CraBLES RiveR . . . 1871 . . West Medway . .
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No. XIII. (TauUNTON.)

JTLEY, TAUNTON, D.D.G.M.

er. Location. Election.

7 Attleboro’ . . . . December
8 . . Taunton . . . . November
9 . . Stoughton. . . . November
8 . . Foxboro’ ... . . July

2 . . Dedham . . . . January -
4 . . Canton. . . . . November

& . . Mansfield. . . . March

6 . . Taunton . . . . October

6 . . HydePark . . . December
7 . . Taunton . . . . November
i8 . . North Easton. . . March

1 . . Attleboro’. . . . December
2 . . Dedham . . . . March

- . .+ Taunton . . . . = -—

-

o. XIV. (New BEDFORD.)

VLAND, JR., NEW BEDFORD, D.D.G.M.

ter. Location. Election.
'l . . Nantucket . . . December
8 . . Falmouth . . . . December

‘3 . ¢+ New Bedford. . . December
'4 . . FallRiver. . . . November
8 . . New Bedford. . . January

0 . . Vineyard Haven. . December
8 . . Marion. . . . . December
4 . . Somerset . . . . November

5 . . Middleboro’ . . . December
6 . . Fall River. . . . November
37 . . Edgartown . . . December
— . . Fairhaven. . . . -_
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District No. XV. . (BARNSTABLE.)
R.W. JOSEPH P. JOHNSON, PROVINCETOWN, D.D.G.

Name of Lodge. Gharter. Location. ¢ Elects
King HiIraM . . . . 1796 . . Provincetown . . Nove
FRATERNAL. . . . . 1801 . . Hyannis . . . ..Janus

SociaL HarMoNy . . 1823 & . Wareham . . . . Dece
Mount Hores . . . 1855 . . West Harwich . . Dece
De Wirr CuiNrox . . 1856 . . Sandwich . . . . Decel
PuGRiM. . . . . . 1860 . . South Harwich . .. Decel
JaMEs OTI8 . . . . 1866 . . Barnstable . . . Octol
ApaMs . . . . . . 1866 . . Wellfleet .. . . . Janu:

Howarp ., . . . . 1870 . . South Yarmouth . Janu:
MaRINERS . . . . . 1871 . . CotuitPort . . . Jiece
Sant MarTIN's (0.0.). —— . . Chatham . .

District No. XVI. (Prrmours.)

R.W. EDWARD AVERY, BRAINTREE, D.D.G.M.

Name of Lodge. CGharter. Location. Electk
Orp CoLoNy . . . . 1792 . . Hingham . . . . Dece
FeLLowsmrp . . . . 1797 . . Bridgewater . . . Septe
Rorar . . . . . . 1801 . . Quincy. . . . . Nove
CorNeER SToNE . . . 1801 . . Duxbury . . . . Nove

NorroLk Union . . . 1819 . . Randolph . . . . Novel
OrprAN's HoPE . . . 1825 . . Weymouth . . . May
Puymourn . . . . . 183 . .' Plymouth. . . . Nove

PauL REVERE. . . . 1857 . . North Bridgewater . Decet
Jounx CuTLER . . . . 1860 . . Abington . . . . Septe
KoNoHASSETT . . . . 1865 . . Cohasset . . . . Janua

DeLra . . . . . . 1869 . . Weymouth . . . Octob
Pomitax. . . . . . 1870 . . South Abington . . Septel
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0. XVII. (WOBURN.)

RINGTON, MEDFORD, D.D.G.M.
Location. * Election.
. . Arlington . . . . November

. h.dedford . . « « December
. KEast Cambridge . . December -

. Woburn . . . . December
. . Melrose . . . . September
. . Malden. . . . . November
. Winchester . . . December

. North Cambridge . December
Reading . . . . November
Lexington. . . . November

0. XVIII. (PALMER.)

[ERBEE, WARREN, D.D.G.M.

Location. Election,
Palmer. . . . . November

. . Enfield. . . . . November
. . Warren . . . . November
. . Southbridge . . . September
. . Monson . . . . December
. . Ware . . . . . November
. . Brookfield. . . . November
. . Belchertown . . . December
. . Wilbraham . . . November
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CuiL1 DistriCT.

R.W. WILLIAM A. WILLIAMS, VALPARAISO, D.D G.¥

Name of Lodge. Gharter. Location. Election.
BETHESDA . . . . . 1854 . . Valparaiso . . . August
AcoNcaGUA. . . . . 1871 ., . Valparaiso . . . August

CHixA DistrICT.

R.W. WILLIAM C. BLANCHARD, SHANGHAI, D.D.G.X

Name of Lodge. Charter. Locstion. Election.
" ANCIENT LANDMARK . 1865 . . Shanghai . . . . October



ALPHABETICAL LIST
or

i8S, THEIR LOCATIONS AND SECRETARIES,

FOR THE YEAR 1878.

-

Loeation. Secretary.
"« « « « . Bosto . . . . . Warren G. Monk.’
. « « .« Gloucester . . . George K. Barnard.

A . . . . Valparaiso,Chili,8.A. Wilson D. Wing.

e « « « o« Wellfleet. . . . . George T. Wyer.

« « « « « SouthBoston . . . John H. Locke.
AYLIEB. . . Taunton . . . . . Charles E. Eddy.

« « « « . Cambridgeport. . . Charles Tufts.

., « o« . Danvers . . . . . T.C. Everett.
'oRE . . . Lowell . . . . . LucienP. Stacy.
ANDMARK. . Shanghai, China . . W. H. Hewett.

« « « . Winchendon . . . Orrin E. Skinner.

« « « « + Rockport. . . . . William G. Davis, Jr.
. . « . . Worcester . . . . William S. Dadmun.

- « « « . Fitchburg . . . . Frank E. Corey.

« « +« « . EastBoston . . . Daniel W. Palmer.

« « + « . Chicopee Falls. . . Arthur B. West.

e « « « . Belmont. . . . . George H. Porter.
2+ « + « . South Adams . . . James C. Chalmers.
« « « « « Enfield . . . . . Charles Richards.

« « « « . West Amesbury . . Nelson S. Hoyt.

. « « ' Brighton. . . . . JohnT. Needham.

« « « .« . Valparaiso, Chili, S.A. Charles L. Cole.

)N . . . . Brookline . . . . William Aspinwall.
e RIvER . . Blackstone . . . . GeorgeJ. Baldwin.
.+ « « +« . Canten . . . . . John B. Robinson.

« +« « « . Attleboro® . . . . John T. Bates.

'LER . . . Ayer . . . . . . C.E.Morrison.
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CHARITY. . .

Cuarres C. DAME .
CuarLes W. MooORE

CHARLES RIVER .
CHICOPEE . . .
CINCINNATUS .
COLUMBIAN .
CONSTELLATION
CORINTHIAN . .
CORNER STONE .
DALHOTSIE . . .

DAY SPRING .
DeLta . . .
De Wirr CLiNTOX .
Doric

Epen. . . . .
Error . . . .

ELevsis . . .
Essex . . . .
EURERA . . .
EvVENING STAR
EXCELSIOR .
Ezek1EL BATES
Farre . . . .
FRANKLIN . . .

FRATERNAL. . .-

FeELLOowsHIP . .

.

GATE OF THE TEMPLE .

GERMANIA .
GLOBE .
GoLDEN FLEECE .
GOoOD SAMARITAN
GRECIAN . . .
GREYLOCK . .

Hammarr
HaMpPDEN . . .
HAMPSHIRE . .
HarMONY . . .
Haypeny . . . .

HeNrY PrICE . .
Hiram . .
Hork .

Howarp. . . .
Hu~rtINeTON . .

North Cambridge
Georgetowrr. .
Fitchburg

West Medway .
Chicopee. . .

ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF

Great Barrington .

Boston ..
Dedham . . .
Concord . .
Duxbury. . .
Newtonville. .
Monson . . .
‘Weymouth .
Sandwich
Hudson . . .
Ware . .
Jamaica Plain .
Boston .
Salem. .
New Bedford .
Lee - . . e
Franklin. . .
Attleboro’
Charlestown
Grafton . .
Hyannis . . .
Bridgewater .
South Boston .
Boston® . . .
Hinsdale. . .
Lynn . :
Reading . . .
Lawrence . .
North Adams .

. East Boston

Springfield .. .
Haydenville
Northfield . .
Brookfield .
Charlestown .
Arlington .
Gardner .

South Yarmouth.

Huntington . .

[Decen

Thomas T. Fergu
Robert A. Coker.
John M. Graham.
Albert W. Mann.
Moses C. Hadley.
Marcus H. Rogers
William Martin.
Edwin A. Brooks.
Charles P. Lyman.
John 8. Loring.
Horatio F. Allen.
Edward F. Morris.
Charles G.*Thom]
Marcus F. Delano
Ansel L. Snow.
Benjamin F. Ange
Charles H. Smith.
William C. Irelanc
Joseph Swasey.
H. W. Emerson.
N. W. Shores.

W. A. Wyckoff.
John M. Daggett.
James W. Poor.
William S. Wood.
O: C. Hoxie.

W. K. Churchill.
Alban S. Green.
Herm F. Ehlert.
George B. Plumm
William B. Phillip
Nathan D. Stoodle
Charles H. Everet
George F. Miller.
Samuel L. Fowle.
Charles Taylor.
Warren S. Smith.
Jona. A. Barber.
David Clapp, Jr.
Eljjah S. Wait.
George W. Storer.
James H. Greenwg
Bernard L. Baker.
‘Whitman P. Willi
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le Park . .

nton . . .

thampton .

Itham. . .
nstable . . .
thampton . .
ierville . .. .
ngton. . . .
huen. . . .
vich . . . .

kinton . .
body . . . .
ton . .
rell . .
nton .
vincetown .

. River

rlestown . .
asset. . .
ton Highlands .
th Adams .
erly .

nouth

1it Port

ton . . . .
eyard Haven .
dleboro’. . .
ick . . . .
rerhill
mingham . .
abridgeport .
Itham. . .
rcester

way . . .
rcester

ford

avers . .
:1burne Falls

m . .

iford .

ith Hadley Falls .

Il Rjver . . .

burn . . .
st Harwich . .

Sylvanus Cobb, Jr.
Solon R. Wright.
Albert E. Abbott.
Lorenzo Noble.

0. M. Hinckley.
David E. Hoxie.
Aaron Sargent.

E. M. Nash.

‘Walter E. Stevens.
Charles H. Howe.
‘William B. Coburn.
D. P. Grosvenor, Jr.
Ivory H. Pope.
Henry P. Webber.
J. Alfred Messenger.
Reuben W. Swift,

S. L. Braley.

.. George H. Marden.

James H. Bouvé.
John D. Willard.
‘Wilbur J. Richmond.
James H. Kendall.
Nehemiah P. Baker.
John M. Handy.
Charles O. Fox.
Daniel F. Chessman.
Andrew B. Bosworth.
Charles W. Gleason.
Francis J. Stevens.
Edgar Potter.
William Page.
Thomas Kirke.
Albert J. Stone.
William B. Orcutt.
H. H. Marshall.
Frank Dewing.
George H. Perkins.
Frederick A. Adams.
Timothy Stevens.
Parker R. Litchfield.
Edmund R. Pearson.
William R. Robertson.
Sparrow Horton.
Charles H. Kelley.
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Mouxt HoLLis

MounT LEBANON .
MoUNT MORIAH .

Mouxst OLIVET
Mocutx~Tt TABOR
Mount Tox
Mouxt VerNON
Mount Ziox
MysTiCc .
NewToN. . .

NorrorLk UxioN .

NorTH STAR .
OCCIDENTAL
Oup CorLoxy
OLIvE BrAXCH
ORANGE . .
Orient . . .
ORIENTAL

OrprHAN's HoPE .

OXFORD . . .
PaciFic .
PALESTINE .
PatL DEaN .
PauL REVERE .
PENTUCKET .
PEQUOSSETTE .
PHILANTHROPIC
PHENICIAN .
PiLGriM .
PIONEER .
Prymovtr .
PrriTAN . .
PurNam .
PYTHAGOREAN ,
QuUABOAG
QUINEBAUG
QUINSIGAMOND
RABBONI.
REPUBLICAN
REVERE .
RisiNg STAr
ROBERRT LasgH .
RoswerLL LEE .
RurAL

"ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF

Holliston. . . .
Boston . . . . .
Westfield
Cambridge

East Boston.

Holyoke . . . . .
Malden . . . . .
Barre . . . . . .
Pittsfield. . . . .
Wilbrabam . . . .
Randolph . . . .

. Ashland . . . . .

Stockbridge . .
Hingham . .« .
Millbury . . . . .
Orange . . . .
Norwood. . .
Edgartown . . .
East Weymouth . .
Oxford . . . . .
Ambherst . . . .
Everett . . . . .
North Easton

North Bridgewater .
Lowell

Watertown . . .
Marblehead . . .
Lawrence

Harwich . .
Somerset. . .

Plymouth . . .
‘South Abington

East Cambridge
Marion .
Warren . . . . .
Southbridge. . . .

Worcester . . . .
South Boston . . .
Greenfield

Boston

Stoughton

Chelsea . o« . .
Springfield . . .
Quiney . . . . .

[Dec

Robert H. Fishe
Thomas Watern
James R. Gladw
Charles L. Full

J. H. S. Pearsos

Henry L. Thaye
Alfred Tonks.

J. Andrew Roge
William H. Mur
‘Watson F. Lam|
John H. Field.
B. W. Houghtor
Albert Vin Dus
Horace M. Perk
Edward J. Hum
Edgar L. Newell
‘Walter C. Shapl
Tristram R. Hol
Charles H. Pratt
George H. Bake
Elisha J. Wheat
James P. Stewa
A. W. Thompso
Jonas R. Perkin
Eliphalet Hills.
Charles T. Perki
S. P. Hathaway,
Arthur W. Dyer
Darius F. Week
J. G. Tinkham.
Charles H. Roge
Dan Packard.
Luther L. Parke
Joseph Blackinsl
John Wetherbee.
Thomas Cocroft.
William G. Stror
George S. Carpe
Wilbur F. Hardis
William W. Bak
Leonard A. Thay
Benjamin F. Do«
Edward S. Batch
Charles H. Porte!
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Haverhill . . Henry Halsall.
Foxboro’ . E. W. Clarke.

Boston . A. A. Wellington.

douthboro® . . .
Mansfield . . .
Boston . . .
Newburyport .
Newburyport .
Andover . . .
South Boston . .
Ayer .

‘W estboro’
Lexington
Wareham . .
Uxbridge. . .
Spencer . . . .
Athol .

New Bedford .

Chelsea .

Salem . .
East Boston. .
Palmer

Clinton
Lawrence . .
Gloucester .
Nantucket
Dorchester .
Marlboro® . .
Cheshire . . . .
Belchertown
Amesbury
Boston Highlands .
‘Webster . .
Leominster . . .
Lowell
‘Winchester . .
Saugus
‘Williamstown .
Boston . . . .
West Stockbridge .
Melrose . . . .
Boston. . . .

Franklin Este.

Alfred B. Day.

James W. Allen.
Samuel Brookings, Jr.
Edward F. Bartlett.
Joseph A. Smart.
Horace Smith.

Rector T. Bartlett.

F. William Bullard.
Leonard G. Babcock.
Edward A. Gammons.
Daniel W. Taft.
George G. Wright.
Nathaniel Richardson.
James C. Hitch.
Lyman M. Miller.
William H.Simonds, Jr.
Edward F. Brigham.
J. K. Warren.

Henry N. Otterson.
George H. Allison.
Addison Center.
Charles P. Swain.
George A. Jones.
Benjamin F. Underhill.
John R. Cole.

Edwin R. Bridgman.
James H. Vince.
George F. Davis.
George A. Munyan.
George F. Morse.

G. Winfield Knowlton.
John L. Parker.
Benjamin F. Calley.
Arthur A. Loop.
Alonzo P. Jones.
William W. Leavitt.
G. C. Stantial.

Henry T. Parker.






PERMANENT MEMBERS

ND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,

INCE ITS INDEPENDENCE, MARCH 8, 1777.

PAST GRAND MASTERS.
ebb, 1777-81, 1784-86. | * Elijah Crane, 1832.

ren, 1782, 83, 1787. * Joshua B. Flint, 1834-36.
Hays, 1788-91. * Rev. Paul Dean, 1837-39.

er, 1792, 93. * Caleb Butler, 1840, 41.

ere, 1794-96. * Augustus Peabody, 1842-44.
rtlett, 1797, 98. * Simon W. Robinson, 1845-47.
unn, 1799-1801. * Edward A. Raymond, 1848-50.

omas, 1802-1804, 1808. Rt. Rev. G. M. Randall, 1851-53.
Jigelow, 1805-7,1810-12. ') Winslow Lewis, 1854, 55, 1859.

Russell, 1813-15. John T. Heard, 1856-58.

, Oliver, 1816-18. William D. Coolidge, 1860, 61.

. P. Fay, 1813. William Parkman, 1862-64.

well, 1820-22. Charles C. Dame, 1865-67.

ot, 1823-25, 1833. William Sewall Gardner, 1868-70.
y, 1826-28. Sereno D. Nickerson, 1871~
nkins, 1829-31. .

PAST DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

ghon, 1777, 78. * William Scollay, 1794, 95.
arrett, 1779-81. * Samuel Dunn, 1796-98.

re, 1782-84, 1790,-91. * Joseph Laughton, 1799-1801.
ell, 1785-87, 1792. * Simon Elliot, 1802-7,

rton, 1788, 89. * John Boyle, 1808, 9.

rtlett, 1793. * Samuel Bradford, 1810.
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* Rev. Thad. M. Harris, 1811.
* Francis J. Oliver, 1812-15.
* John Dixwell, 1816, 17.

* Samuel P. P. Fay, 1818.

* Rev. Asa Eaton, 1819.

* John Abbot, 1820-22.

* Caleb Butler, 1823-25.

* John Bartlett, 1826-28.

* Elijah Morse, 1829,

* William Hilliard, 1830.

* David Wilder, 1831.
Abraham A. Dame, 1832, 33.
* Rev. Paul Dean, 1834-36.
George G. Smith, 1837-39.

* Simon W. Robinson, 1840-42.
* John B. Hammatt, 1843.

ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF

[Dece

Rev. E. M. P. Wells, 1844.
Winslow Lewis, 1845-47.
Rt. Rev. G. M. Randall, 184
Rev. Lucius R. Paige, 1851-
Abraham T. Lowé, 1854, 65.
* Rev. William Flint, 1856-5
Charles R. Train, 1858.
J. V. C. Smith, 1859.
G. Washington Warren, 1860
Marshall P. Wilder, 1861.
Charles C. Dame, 1362-64.
Sereno D. Nickerson, 1863.
Newell A. Thompson, 1866.
Charles W. Moore, 1867.
Charles Levi Woodbury, 186
Percival L. Everett, 1871-

L[]

PAST SENIOR GRAND WARDENS.

* Samuel Barrett, 1777, 78.

* Paul Revere, 1779-82.

* Perez Morton, 1783, 84.

* John Juteau, 1785, 1789.

* Josiah Bartlett,1786,1788,1791,'92.
* Timothy Whiting, 1787.

* Thomas Edwards, 1790.

* Mungo Mackay, 1798.

* Isaiah Thomas, 1794-96.

* Joseph Laughton, 1797, 98.
* John Boyle, 1799-1801.

* Isaac Hurd, 1802.

* Timothy Bigeclow, 1803, 1804.
* John Soley, 1803, 1806.

* Shubael Bell, 1807.

* Henry Fowle, 1808.

* Frarcis J. Oliver, 1809-11.
* Benjamin Russell, 1812.

* John Abbot, 1813.

* John B. Hammatt, 1814, 15.
* Augustus Pcabody, 1816.

* Calcb Butler, 1817, 18.

* Andrew Sigourney, 1819.

* Thomas Cole, 1820, 21.

* Elijah Crane, 1822.

* Samuel Thaxter, 1823-25.
* John Keys, 1826, 27.

* Seth Sprague, Jr., 1828.
Abraham A. Dame, 1829-31.
* William J. Whipple, 1832.
* Elias Haskell, 1833-35.

* Benjamin B. Appleton, 183
* Simon W. Robinson, 1837~

#* Thomas Tolman, 1840-42.

* Robert Lash, 1843.

* Robert Keith, 1844.

* Edward A. Raymond, 1843-
*John J. Loring, 1848.

* Thomas M. Vinson, 1849, &
* William Ferson, 1851.
Daniel Harwood, 1853.

* Richard S. Spofford, 1853.
William C. Plunkett, 1854.
John T. Heard, 1855.
Bradford L. Wales, 1856.
Henry Goddard, 1857.
Lorenzo H. Gamwell, 1858.
Joel Spalding, 1859.

* William North, 1860.
Henry Chickering, 1861.
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n C. Martin, 1862.
V. Baker, 1862.

. Gardner, 1863.
I'. Davis, 1864.
Jutton, 1865.

. Oliver, 1866.

William F. Salmon, 1867.
Ithamar F. Conkey, 1868.
Samuel C. Lawrence, 1869.
David W. Crafts, 1870.
Charles Kimball, 1871.

PAST JUNIOR GRAND WARDENS.

vere, 1777, 78.
Crafts, 1779,
ackson, 1780.
Proctor, 1781.
arter, 1782.

teau, 1783, 84.

{. Hays, 1765.
Edwards, 178¢, 87.
orter, 1788. .
Yexter, 1789-91.
Mackay, 1792.
Parkman, 1793.
Salter, 1794.
Laughton, 1795, 96.
Little, 1797.

yle, 1798.

ad. M. Harris, 1799.
urd, 1800, 1801.
 Bigelow, 1802.
ley, 1803, 1804.
Bell, 1805, 1806.
‘owle, 1807.

J. Oliver, 1808.
rescott, 1809.

in Russell, 1810, 11.
bot, 1812.
Hammatt, 1813.
Baker, 1814, 15.

[. French, 1816.

. King, 1817.
Jenkins, 1818.
Cole, 1819.-

rane, 1820, 21.
Thaxter, 1822,

ys, 1823-25.

lls, 1826.

* Ilenry Purkitt, 1827.
Abraham A. Dame, 1828.

* William J. Whipple, 1829-31.
* James A. Dickson, 1832.

- * Benjamin B. Appleton, 1833-85.

* Simon W. Robinson, 1836.
* C. Gayton Pickman, 1837.89.
* Winslow Lewis, 1840-42.

* Thomas Power, 1843.

* John Hews, 1844.

* John R. Bradford, 1845-47.
* Thomas M. Vinson, 1848.
*+ Asa T. Newhall, 1848-50.
* William Eaton, 1851.

John Flint, 1851.

* Rev. Benjamin Huntoon, 1852.
Jonas A. Marshall, 1853.
Samuel K. Hutchinson, 1854.
Charles R. Train, 1855.
John H. Sheppard, 1856.
Isaac Hull Wright, 1857.

* Charles Robbins, 1858.
William D. Coolidge, 1859.

* Jesse P. Pattee, 1860.
Peter C. Jones, 1861.

Daniel Reynolds, 1862.
Benjamin Dean, 1863.

Solon Thornton, 1864.
Wyzeman Marshall, 1865.
Henry Mulliken, 1866.
George H. Taber, 1867.
Ivory H. Pope, 18G8.
Richard Briggs, 1869.

Elijah W. Burr, 1870.

Tracy P. Cheever, 1871.
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RECORDING GRAND SECRETARIES.

SINCE THE INDEPENDENCE IN 1777 (not permanent members ez-afficto.

* Nathaniel Pierce, 1777. * Samuel Colesworthy, 1793.
* William Hoskins, 1778-80. * Daniel Oliver, 1794-1801.
* Benjamin Coolidge, 1781-84. * John Proctor, 1802-10.

* John Welch, Jr., 1785. * John Soley, 1811-18.

* George Richards, 1786. * Thomas Power, 1819-32.

* Gabriel Helme, 1787. Charles W. Moore, 1833-66.
* John Jackson, 1788, §9. t Solon Thornton, 1867-71.
* Joseph Laughton, 1790, 91. § Charles H. Titus, 1871~

* Thomas Farrington, 1792.

#*Deceased. . 1 Resigned, April 8, 1871.
t Deceasced while in office. § Elected June 14, 1871,
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GRAND LLODGE OF FREE AND ACCEP-
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSA-

'TS, FOR THE YEAR 1873.

ICKERSON, Boston . Grand Master.

EvERreTT, Boston. Deputy Grand Master.
Senior Grand Warden.
Junior Grand Warden.
Grand Treasurer.

Recording Gr. Secretary.
Corresponding Gr. Secretary.
D.D.G. Master, District No. 1.

‘Cambridgeport
Dennisport .
Boston . . .
, Boston . .
iE, Boston . .
f1ELD, Boston .
N, Somerville.
)RTH, Boston .
H, Waltham .
)N, Salem . .
YWE, Methuen .
3, Lowell
trR, Gardner .
uth Adams.
¥, M.D., Chic-
Worcester .
Milford . .
inton . CEI
.AND, Jr., New
1, Provincetown
Jraintree . .
iToN, Medford .
, Warren . .
\M8, Valparaiso
CHARD, Shang-

‘"

“

(g

3

[

[

‘“

District No. 2,
District No. 3.
District No. 4.
District No. 5.
District No. 6.
District No. 7.
District No. 8.
District No. 9

District No. 10.
District No. 11.
District No. 12.
District No. 13.

District No. 14.
District No. 15.
District No. 16.
District No. 17.
District No. 18.
for Chili, S. A.

for China.
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W. Rev. Aroxzo H. Quint, D.D.,
New Bedford. . . . . . .
W. Rev. Josuua Youxe, Fall River
‘W. WiLLiam H. Cuessman, Boston
‘W. Moses G. Lyon, Fitchburg .

g Grand Chaplains.

Grand Marshal.
Senior Grand PDeacon.

W. JouN ViaLL, Somerville . . . . Junior Grand Deacon.
W. THEODORE ApAMS, Lowell . . . Senior Grand Steward.
W. Janes H. BouvEg, Cohasset . .

W. HENrY C. WiLLsoN, Worcester g Junior Grand Stewards.
W. Jorx F. NewroN, Boston .

‘W. HENRY AusTIN WHITNEY, Boston.
W. LoverL BicrNELL, East Weymouth
W. Jorx M. Ropocaxacur, Boston }

Grand Sword-Bearer.
Grand Standard-Bearer.

Grand Pursuivants.

. DaxteL T. V. Huxtoon, Canton
W. E. DARA Baxcrorr, Ayer . .
‘W. CeraAS BriGHAM, Auburndale . ; Grand Lecturers.
W. CaarLEs M. Avery, Chelsea .

Bro. Howarp M. Dow, Boston . .

Bro. FrepErIiCK A. Pierce, Boston .

Grand Organist.
Grand Tyler.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.
M.W. SErexo DwieHT NICKERSONX, ex-officto.

R.W. WiLLiax F. SaLuow.
R.W. CuarLEs Levi WoODBURTY.
R.W. SamuerL C. LAWRENCE.
R.W. Hexey Expicorr.

R.W. WiLLiAM SCTTON.

R.W. WiLLiaM S. GARDNER.
R.W. Percivar L. EvERETT.
Bro. GEoOrRGE O. CARPENTER.

AUDITING COMMITTEE.

R.W. PercivaL L. EvERETT. R.W. Samuer P. OLrvER.
W. Hocum Hosrorp.

COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY.

R.W. WmnsLow Lewis. R.W. Cuaarres Levi Woobstry.
R.W. WexpeLL T. Davis.

COMMITTEE ON CHARITY.

R.W. Axprew G. SMmiTH.
R.W. R. MoNntGoMERY FIELD.

W. MARLBOROUGHE WILLIAMS.

W. HENRY J. PARKER.
Bro. Fraxk E. Joxgs.

COMMITTEE ON RETURNS.

W. CrarrLEs H. ATwoon.
W. WiLLiax T. R. Marvin,

W. WoosTER B..MAYHEW.
W. SamuEL WELLs.

W. SamuzeL A. B. Brage.
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Abstract of Proceedings

OF

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

——oor 00—

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

MarcH 12, A.L. 5873.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST YW ORSHIP-

FUL GRAND LODGE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
CHUSETTS was held at the Masonic Temple, in the
f Boston, on Wednesday, the twelfth day of March,
5873, A.D. 1873.

OFF¥VICERS PRESENT:

ERENO DwIGHT NICKERSON . Grand Master.

ERCIVAL L. Evererr . . . . Deputy Grand Master.

ENRY ENDROTT . . . . . Senior Grand Warden. )
osePH K. BARER . . . . . Junior Grand Warden.

oHN McCLeLLax . . . . . Grand Treasurer.

naerLes H. Titus . . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.
HARLES W. Moore . . . . Corresponding Grand Secretary.
. MoxTcoMERY Fiep . . . D.D.G. Master, District No. 1.
ELWIX Z. BowMaN. . . . . “ ¢ District No. 2.
HARLES J. DANFORTH . . . . 6 ¢ District No. 3.
HARLES A. WELCH . . . . . o ¢ District No. 4.

osepH SipNxEY Howe . . . . ¢ ¢ District No. 6.
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R.W. IIENRY P. PERKINS . . .
R.W. EDWARD J. SAWYER. . .
R.W. WitLiax J. Sawix .

R.W. Josepr B.KNox ... . .
R.W. GeorGE E. Stacy
R.W.James UTLEY . . . . .
R.W. ABrarAM H. HowLAND, JR.

ABSTRACT OF

R.W. JosepHr P. JoENSON . . .
R.W. EDWARD AVERY .

R.W. SymitH B. HARRINGTOX .
R.W. JouN WETHERBEE . .
W. Rev. Josaua Young .

W. WiLLiax H. CuEssMAN . .
W. Moses G. Lyon . . .
W.JorN ViaL . . . . .
W. Jaues H. Bouvg, }

W. JouN F. NEWTON, ot
W. HENRY AUSTIN WHITNEY.
W. LoveLL BICKNELL . . . .
W. Jorn M. RopOCANACHI . .
W. E. Baxa BaNCROFT,

‘W. CEpHAS BrIGHAYM, 2 .« .
W. CHARLES M. AVERY,

=4

RO. FREDERICK A. PIERCE .

PROCEEDINGS OF

[Mareh 13,

D.D.G. Master, District No. T,
“ G District No.
District No.
District No. 11.
District No.
District No. 13.
District No. 14.
District No. 15.
District No. 16.
District No. 17.
District No. 18.
Grand Chaplain.
Grand Marshal.
Senior Grand Deacon.,
Junior Grand Deacon.

Junior Grand Stewards.
Grand Sword-Bearer.
Grand Standard-Bearer.
Grand Pursuivant.
Gmnd Lecturers.

Grand Tyler.

PERMANENT MEMBERS PRESENT.

. WixsLow LEwis . . . .
. WiLLiam D. CooLIDGE .

. CuarLES C. DAME
WiLLiaM S. GARDNER .

. ABRAHAM A. DAME .
CaArLes R. TraiN .

. G. WASHINGTON WARREN .
. NEwWeLL A. THOMPSON . .

R.W. CuarrLes LEvi WoODBURY
R.W. HENRY CHICKERING .
R.W. WiLLiaM W. BAKER. . .
R.W. WiLLiaM SuTTON.

R.W. WiLLiax ¥. SaLmox . .
R.W. ItuaMAR F. CoNKEY

R.W.
R.W.
R.W.

SamueL C. LAWRENCE . .
Joux H. SuerpParRD . . .
BExoaMIN DEAN . . .

.

Past Grand Master.

[ ‘" “
“ [ {3
“"® “" ct

Past Deputy Grand Master.
3 «

“ €

‘“ [
Past Grand Warden.
[ 13 [

“ " "
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Past Grand Warden. .

3 “” 3

s opened in AMPLE ForM at two
ayer by W. Brother Rev. Joshua
Annual Communication of Decem-
oved without reading, they having
g the members in printed form.
Special Communications of January
sbruary 18th, 1873, were read and

dments to By-Laws from the fol-
resented for approval, and referred
Salmon, W. Joel Seaverns and W.
‘ho were appointed by the Grand
Committee on By-Laws.

Starr King, Salem. .

Mount HoLyoke, South Hadley
Falls.

Saint Joun’s, Newburyport.

REPUBLICAN, Greenfield.

Unx1on, Dorchester.

es were presented : —
SaLmon, for Ancient Landmark Lodge,
woop, for Ionic Lodge, Taunton.

RETT, for Caleb Butler Lodge, Ayer.
‘or Fraternal Lodge, Hyannis.
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Bro. Samurr F. MavLBox, for Charles C. Dame Lodge, Georgetown.
Bro. CuarRLES Raymonp, for Plymouth Lodge, Plymouth.
Bro. EpwARD SANFoRrD, for Ezekiel Bates Lodge, Attleborough.

The Brethren were recognized accordingly.

The following Lodges, having returned their Dispensa-
tions with a record of their doings while acting under
authority of the same, and a copy of their By-Laws,
presented petitions for Charters, and the same were
referred to R.W. Ivory H. Pope, W. Francis C. Hersey
and W. Charles W. Moody.

PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR SAINT MARTIN'S LODGE.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepled Masons of
the Comm Ith of Massachuseits : —

We, the undersigned, Master Masons, to whom your Most
Worshipful Grand Master issued a Dispensation bearing date
January 9, 1872, empowering us to form and open a Lodge,
now returning our Dispensation with a record of all our pro-
ceedings and our By-Laws, respectfully pray, if these be
approved, for a Charter of Constitution, empowering us with
those who may bereafter join us, under the name of Saint
Martin’s Lodge, of Chatham, to perform all the ceremonies,
and discharge all the duties at said Chatham, appertaining to
Ancient Craft Masonry, in accordance with the Constitutions of
the Grand Lodge.

Bexoaminy D. Girrorp. Davip W. EDWARDS.
HARRISON HaMILTON. James H. Trrer.
Soromon NICKERSON. Eusar Crossr.
KiMBLE RYDER. SurLivax RoGErs.
ALBERT THACHER. S. W. NickERsOK. .

Jorx E. Perry. GERsSHOM JONES.
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GEORGE. Davip H. CrowELL.
.BRDY, 2d. PARKER NICKERSON.

L. BEARSE. James M. Youne.
NICKERSON. Jonn H. VANHISE.
{ICKERSON. GEORGE BEARSE.
Howes. JosHua W. ELDRIDGE.
Ffouna.

TER FOR CHARLES A. WELCH LODGE.

Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of
onwealth of Massachusetls : —

d, Master Masons, to whom your Most
ster issued a Dispensation, dated March
ther Master Masons raised under said
1ed herein by the consent of your Most
ister, now beg leave to return the same
ur proceedings, and a copy of our By-
ly pray, if these be approved; that a
ind that we, with such others as may
be constituted into a regular chartered
Accepted Masons, under the name of
ge, of Maynard, in the county of Middle-
th of Massachusetts, with full power to
nies, and discharge all the duties at said
3 to Ancient Craft Masonry, in accord-
tions of the Grand Lodge.

7ARD P. Frost. JonN R. GRAHAM. .
{ARD R. MircHELL. JouN PrROUDMAN.
18 L. PHiLLIPS. JoHN HICKLAND.
LIAM MAXWELL. Er1 R. CHase.

'. RAMBSDELL. GEORGE DaRLING.

pH W. REED.
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PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR CHARLES H. TITUS LODGE.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Nasons of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : —

We, the undersigned, Master Masons, to whom your Most
Worshipful Grand Master issued a Dispensation bearing date
March 15, 1872, empowering us to form and open a Lodge
now returning our Dispensation with a record of all our pro-
ceedings and a copy of our By-Laws, respectfully pray, if
these be approved, that a Charter be granted, and that we, with
such others as may hereafter join us, may be constituted into s
regular chartered Lodge of Free and Actepted Masons, under
the name of Charles H. Titus Lodge, of Taunton, Bristol
_ County, State of Massachusetts, with full power 1o perform all
the ceremonies and discharge all the duties at said Taunton
appertaining to Ancient Craft Masonry, in accordance with the
Constitutions of the Grand Lodge.

Cuas. T. ROBINSQN.
Isaao G. CurriER.

D. F. FrASER.
Hesry H. RoBinNsoNw.
GEORGE H. RHODES.
WiLsoNn W. ARNOLD.
WiLLiam L. WALKER.

HeRBERT E. TINKHAM.

Lewis E. LEONARD.
Hersey I. TINKHAM.
E. W. Harrow.
James L. Corey.
Epwix A. Dary.
E. E. RoGERs.

T. C. BAKER.

CHARLES LawToN.
ZACCHEUS SHERNAN.
A. L. BLiss.

NATEAN S. WILLIAMS.
L. O. BARNARD.
Josera H. KNyowLEs.
WALTER S. SPRAGUE.
HoraTtio L. CusHMAN,
James H. STEVENS.
OBED HARLOW.
CHARLES F. IveErs.
WiLiau M. Cowixe.
Epwarp B. Drax.

A. DOANE, Jr.
CuarrLes H. Tirvus.

Taunton, March 5, 1878.

The Junior Grand Chaplain, W. and Rev. Jos!ma.
Young, and the Grand Standaid-Bearer, W. Lovell
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been present to be installed on the

ast, were presented before the East

Marshal, and

JRM.

installed into their

sodges was called by the W. Grand
ollowing were found to be repre-

»Nic (Taunton).
1AAC PARKER.
)8EPH W ARREN.
ING Davip.
ONOHASSETT.
AFAYETTE

(Boston Highlands).

IBERTY.
[AS88ACHUSETTS.
[RRIDIAN.
[ORNING STAR.
[ONTACUTE.
[ONTGOMERY.
[ouNnT CARMEL.
[ounTt HOREB
(West Harwich).
[oUNT LEBANON.
[ouNT OLIVET.
[ooxT TABOR.
[ouNnT VERNON.
[EWTON. .
[orFOLK UNION.
Lp COLONY.
)LIVE BRAXNCH.
)RIENT.
JRIENTAL.
)IRPHAN'S HoPE.
'AUL REVERE.

PENTUCKET.
PEQUOSSETTE.
Pua@&N~icIAN.

PILGRIM.

PLYMOUTH.
QUINSIGAMOND.
RaBBONI.

ROBERT LasH.
RoswgLL LkEk.
RuRaL.

SAGGAHEW.

SAINT ANDREW’S.
SAINT BERNARD.
Saint Jomn’s (Boston).
SaINT PauL’s (Ayer).
SiLoam.

STAR.

StaR IN THE EasT.
STAR OF BETHLEHEM.
Starr King.
TEMPLE.

‘W ASHINGTON.
‘WEBSTER.

WiLLiaM NORTH.
WiLLiaM SuTTON.
WinsLow Lewis.
ZETLAND.

s called up the case of W. Brother C.
appearing, it was, on motion of R.W.
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William S. Gardner, Voted, That the trial of W. Brother
C. G. Carr, on the charges preferred before the Grand
Master, be fixed for the eleventh day of June nest, it
being the day of the Quarterly Communication of the
Grand Lodge, at three o’clock in the afternoon; and
that the Grand Master be requested to cause a summons
for his appearance before the Grand Lodge for trisl, to
be served upon Brother Carr, either personally, or by
leaving the same at his last and usual place of abode,
fourteen days at least before the day assigned for his
trial.

The motion to strike the name of R.W.
from the roll of permanent members of the Grand Lodge,
postponed from the Annual Communication in December
last to this Quarterly Communication, was taken up, and
after a lengthy discussion, it was Voted, That the further
consideration of the motion be deferred till the Quarterly
Communication in June next, and that the whole matter
involved in the case be referred to a committee to take
further testimony, and report the result of their investiga-
tions at said Communication.

The Grand Master appointed as the committee, R.W.
Brothers Charles C. Dame, G. Washington Warren, and
Newell A. Thompson:

The several committees to whom proposed amendments
to the Grand Constitutions had been referred, made report
~ as follows : —
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EE ON AMENDMENT OF SECT. 8, ART.
III., PART I.

Ix GraND LopcE, March 12, 1873.

7rand Lodge : —
was referred at our last Annual Com-
f the committee on certain amendments
ions.
2e with the said report that the proposed
1, Article III, Part I., ought not to pass.
'ommend that the amendment, as pro-
of Section 1, Article III, Part I, be
» recommend Section 1, Article VI, Part
osed in said report.

Jorx T. HEaRD,

W. T. R. MaRvIN,

Commitiee.

accepted. The Grand Master then
on, “ Shall the proposed amendment
titutions be adopted?” The votes
d by the Grand Marshal and the
', it was announced that forty-four
‘mative, and thirty-two in the nega-
>t having voted in the affirmative, it
» amendment did not prevail.

[TEE ON AMENDMENT OF SECT. 4,
RT. IV., PART IIIL

Ix GraND LopGe, March 12, 1873.
10om was referred an amendment of Sec-
i IT1., of the Grand Constitutions respect-
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fully report that the proposed amendment ought to pass, and
that the following be added to said Section 4.

“ Which penalty shall not be imposed until the delinquent has
been duly notified of the time when and place where action will
be taken in his case. If the residence of the delinquent is out
of the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, or unknowh, no notice
shall be required.”

Respectfully submitted, -
WiLLIAM S. GARDNER,
J. WINsOR,
JouN Haich,
Commiiee.

On motion, the report was accepted, and the proposed
amendment was adopted; yeas, seventy-two, nays,
twenty-four.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AMENDMENT OF SECT. 3,
ART. 1II., PART IV.

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
March 12, 1878.

The committee to whom were referred certain amendments to
the Grand Constitutions, being a new draft of Part IV,
Article III., Section 2, having duly considered the subject
report : —

That said amendments ought to be adopted, and we there-
fore recommend that the first seventeen lines of Section 2, of
Article IIL, Part 1V., as they stand in the last printed copy
be stricken out, and the following inserted instead thereof, a8
- proposed : —

“No candidate, whose application may be rejected by &
Lodge, shall be proposed in any other Lodge under this juris-
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hs after such rejection; nor shall any
n any Lodge, other than the ome to
thout a written recommendation from
id Lodge, of whom the Master and

And when the Master and Wardens
commend a candidate who has been
duty to communicate such rejection to
o the District Deputy Grand Master,
communicate the same to all the
iction. And if any Mason knowingly
: initiation, to any Lodge whatever, any
sresaid, who may not have obtained a
lso waited the required six months as
ason shall be expelled from the Insti-
i1ch other penalty as the Grand Lodge
> The reasons for this change are so
ts to this Grand Lodge, made at the
mmunications of last year, that there
ter argument on the part of this com-

submitted,
W. F. SaLmon,

N. C. SANBORN,
W. F. PEIRCE,

Commyttee.

:cepted, and the proposed amend-
flirmative, twenty-seven; negative,
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AMENDMENT OF SECT. S
ART. I, PART IV.

Ix Graxp Lopee, March 12, 1873

The committee to whom was referred amendments sud
resolutions having reference to the jurisdiction of Lodges %
affected by changes in the boundarics of towns in this Common-
wealth, having attended to that duty would respectfully report:—

That in view of the changes which seem likely to take place
in the boundaries of towns near Boston, and the probability of
consequent changes in the jurisdiction of Lodges, your com-
mittee recommend that the amendments to Section 5, Article
I., Part IV., be adopted, prefaced by the word ¢ Hereafler.”
" So that it shall read, * Hereafter no changes by the Legisls-
ture,” etc.

With regard to the first resolution added thereto, regarding
Lodges located by their Charters within the late cities of Box-
bury, Dorchester, elc., your committee recommend that it do
not pass, inasmuch as the Grand Lodge in June, 1868, after
bearing a careful and able report on the matter, voted delib-
erately that those Lodges were entitled to all the immunities
and privileges of Lodges located in Boston. It would now
justly be deemed a hardship by those Lodges if the privileges
thus distinctly and formally given them, or acknowledged to,

be theirs, should be abridged.

" With regard to the final resolution, that ¢ applications for
the ‘degrees by persons residing within the City of Boston shall
state the street and number of the street in which the applicant
resides,” your committee recommend its adoption.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
C. C. DanE,
Tros. W. Davis,

JOEL SEAVERNS,
Commatiee.
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The addition to the section as amended is as follows : —

¢ Hereafter, no changes by the Legislature of the Common-
wealth, of Municipal Corporations, or boundaries of the terri-
tories thereof, shall be held to affect in any way the jurisdiction
of Lodges. Lodges located by their Charters in particular sec-
tions of Municipalities shall have the same jurisdiction therein
a8 if said sections were entire'Municipalities, and where the
boundaries of such sections are uncertain, they may be deter-
mined by the Grand Master for the time being.”

The report was accepted. The question —upon the
adoption of the proposed amendment was decided in
the affirmative ; yeas, fifty-four, nays, none.

The resolution recommehded by the committee was
adopted.

The further consideration of the resolution relating to
the jurisdictional limits of the Lodges located in South
Boston, East Boston, Boston Highlands, and Dorchester
district, was deferred to the Quarterly Communication in
June next. "

The Committee on Ritual made a partial report, and
asked that action upon the same be deferred until the
Quarterly Communication in June next, and it was so
agreed to.

The W.' Master of Constellation Lodge submitted the
following report : —

REPORT ON THE RESTORATION OF JONATHAN H. COBB.
IN GraNxp Lopee, March 12, 1878.
To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts: —
The undersigned, W. Master of Constellation Lodge, of

Dedham, being authorized and directed to superintend the
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fulfilment of the conditions on which Jonathan H. Cobb is
restored to all his rights and privileges as a Mason, by the
terms of the report of a committee of .this M.W. Grand Lodge,
accepted in Grand Lodge at the Annual Communication thereof
in December last, respectfully reports : —

That said conditions have been fulfilled under his supdrin-
tendance ; and that at a Special Communication of said Con-
stellation Lodge held on the tenth day of March instant, in the
body of said Lodge, said Cobb renewed his obligations of
fealty to this Grand Lodge, its constitutions and regulations.

. Freperick D. Evry,
W. Master of Constellation Lodge.

The conditions of his restqration having thus been ful-
filled, Jonathan H. Cobb, of Dedham, was declared to
be restored to all the rights and privileges of' Free-
masonry, and commended to the fellowship and good
will of the Fraternity. -

The committee to whom was referred the Annual
Address of the Grand Master submitted the following
report : —

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GRAND MASTER'S ANNUAL
ADDRESS.

IN GraND LODGE OF MassAcCHUSETTS,
R BostoN, March 12, 1878.

The committee to whom was referred the address of the
Most Worshipful Grand Master beg leave to submit the fol-
lowing report : —

Your committee do not find anything in the report of the
Grand Master requiring the immediate action of the Grand
Lodge, but they find mach to commend it to the careful consid-
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eration of the Lodges, and its author to the hearty thanks of
the Brethren of the jurisdiction for his untiring labors in their
behalf, and for the distinguished ability and success with which
their affairs have been managed during the past year. And
they avail themselves of the present favorable opportunity, as
the -earliest which has offered, to recognize officially the val-
uable services rendered by him in rescuing the Grand Lodge
from the embarrassment consequent on the erection of its
present magnificent property, and placing it beyond the reach
of any similar contingency in the future. .

Your committee are not, however, unmindful of the fact, nor
would they conceal the importance of it from the Lodges, that
a large amount of active and earnest labor still remains to be
performed in this field of duty, before they can quietly sit down
under their own vine and fig-tree, feeling that they have none '
to molest or make them afraid; for, notwithstanding the en-
couraging and successful efforts for its reduction, there is still
a large and onerous debt hanging like a pall over the life of the
Grand Lodge, paralyzing its energies, and materially impairing
its usefulness, and, as a necessary consequence, that also of
the individual Lodges under its jurisdiction.

This debt once paid, and the Grand Lodge entirely relieved
of its present embarrassment, the surplus income of the val-
uable property which it will then possess, free and unincum-
bered, will flow back into the treasuries of the Lodges, like
streams from the fountain, carrying with it fertility and
strength to parts of the vineyard now weak and sterile. This
is no mere figure of speech. It is a demonstrable truth drawn
from the financial record of the Body; and the conclusion to
which it points will, when its conditions shall be fulfilled, fol-
low as a logical and reasonable necessity. It is beyond all
doubt or chance, that when this desirabl