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DEDICATION

To all Brother Masons who represented America in
her Army, Navy, or auxiliary organizattions in the
World War against the rule of Might, striving to pro-
tect our homes and preserve the ideals of Freemasonry;

To those Wives, Mothers, Sisters, and Daughters of
Masons who through the Red Cross and other author-
1zed agencies battled against the Hun by their minis-
strations;

To those Masons who fought the good fight in the
trenches at home, giving of their brain that those who
did not understand or appreciate the real spirit of
America might be educated to do so, giving of their
wealth that the soldier might not want, giving them-
selves to patriotic endeavor until their vital energies
were sapped, gutded by a Masonic instinct which told
them that they owed all that they were or might
become to their assaulted Country;

To those eminent Masonic Brethren, East, West,
North, and South, who came to Iowa at the command
of an American soldier, spurred by a sense of Duly,
and in a spirst of reverence and exaltation and love
acted as they believed a Mason should act when striv-
ing to ks uimost to perform God’s work,

This volume of the Minutes of the Cedar Rapids
Conference is affectionately dedicated by

THE GRAND LoODGE oF Iowa, AF. & AM.
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THE CEDAR RAPIDS MASONIC
CONFERENCE

PRELIMINARY LETTER OF
GRAND MASTER OF IOWA

GRAND LODGE OF IOWA A.F.&A.M.

GEO. L. SCHOONOVER
GRAND MASTER OF MASONS IN IOWA
ANAMOSA, IOWA

Oct. 3, 1918
To AUl Grand Masters in the Uniled States
My DEAR BROTHER GRAND MASTER:

There are times when a problem weighs so heavily upon a
man’s conscience that he cannot sleep nights. This is not a
good thing for the health. The only antidote offered by science
for a case like that is that he unburden himself, fully, freely,
and frankly to some friend in whom he can trust. Such an
hour of confession is akin to prayer. I cannot personally un-
derstand why, when a problem of this kind is discussed between
two earnest, thoughtful men, it is not a prayer. For surely
God is present upon such an occasion; and if He be the loving
Father we picture Him in Masonry, He will give an ear to such
a problem, presented in a reverent way.

It seems to me that there is a problem which you and I ought
to be considering in just such a way as I have outlined. I can-
not believe that we have considered it as carefully as it merits.
Had we done so, I feel that we would long since have gotten
together in this reverent way which I have tried to deseribe, to
survey it from every possible angle.

In approaching it, I do so with a feeling of trepidation. Like
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many another problem which it becomes ours to deal with, to
have a difference of opinion is by no means to imply bad faith
to either party. Secattered as we Grand Masters are, in forty-
nine different parts of the United States, surrounded by an
infinite variety of conditions, and our minds occupied by the
details of everyday duties in our respective offices, it is not at all
strange that we may have not seen all sides of it. In looking at
a diamond we see but a few of its facets; and it is not to be won-
dered at that we have a large divergence of opinion as to its
brillianey.

In order to present my own ideas upon this problem, I wish
to come to you as if we were closeted together, alone, under con-
ditions of friendship and mutual esteem which would permit of
the fullest and frankest expression. If in doing so I turn the
search-light of study into the very innermost depths of my own
soul, please do not accuse me of egotism. I make no diselaim-
ers other than that. My friends who know me, over the Unit-
ed States, will have to acquit me of that feeling or of that atti-
tude. It is not that which impels me, but a deep-seated convic-
tion, which has grown with the months since we as a nation
have entered into this terrible war, that I am not doing my duty
as a Mason. The action of the Grand Lodge of Iowa in elevat-
ing me to the highest position within its gift does not rob me
of my right to think. What it has done is to impress upon me
a thousand-fold the fact that the measure of the honor which
that position brings to me is the measure of service to our Craft
which I bring to it — and no more. And this deep-seated con-
viction that I am falling short of my bounden duty to give to
Masonry the best that is in me, challenges that conception of
the position which I hold in Iowa. I must speak. To speak
elsewhere than to my confreres who hold, or have held, the same
position in this and other Grand Lodges, is to dodge the issue.
That I will not do.

Listen then, to an unhappy soul unburdening itself.

For almost a year and a half our Free Nation has been at war
with the ancient enemy of all Freedom — Despotism. Despot-
ism in its most damnable form — so damnable that thoughtful
men everywhere wonder. To some it seems like ordinary lun-
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acy, to others, devilishness gone mad. Had the Nazarene suc-
cumbed to Satan upon the mountain-top, when he offered Him
the kingdoms of the earth, He might have become like the Kaiser
of Germany.

Liberty, Equality, Fraternity are mighty words — so mighty
that they spell the ultimate doom of Despotism. Now they are
at work. Of the ultimate result we need no longer fear. Amer-
ica has arrived, and it is not ‘‘Too Late.”” France, our Sister
Republic, England, our Mother, and all the nations of the earth
know it. Even despotic Germany knows it in part. It is only
a question of time and blood; time and blood, the great his-
torical antiseptics that eventually overcome every scourge
which besets mankind. It has been so, and it will be so again.

Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity are dynamic words. And
nowhere more dynamic than in the great Masonie institution.
Let me capitalize that word ‘‘Institution.”’ As I conceive it,
it knows no territorial boundaries. It is a Spirit Thing, bind-
ing heart to heart, working its sweet ministry upon men of
every color and race according to their capacity to receive the
Truth.

‘What is The Great Truth? Leaving those to define it who
love to dogmatize, may I not ask is it anywhere revealed in
greater purity or in an atmosphere of greater affection than in
the Constitution of the United States? Again, leaving to the
historians to tell exact data in what manner suits them best, is
not this great truth the very essence of Masonry? It was put
there by Masons, and they did not fail in their duty.

Masonry, then, pure and undefiled, is emblazoned in the Amer-
ican Constitution, because its principles underlie that document
which every true American reveres.

By so much as this is true, this war is Masonry’s war! And
every Masonic principle is at stake in this war.

* & & & &
We sit now in the chamber of reflection.

I come to you sick at heart. I, a Mason —aye, I, a Grand
Master of Masons, am sick at heart because I cannot make Iowa
Masonry take its proper place in a World Temple whose very
pillars are falling all about me.
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True, we have asked our lodges to register and keep sweet
the memory of their brethren who wear the khaki of our coun-
try. True, we have raised a War Emergency Fund, as a free
will offering, and stand ready to raise more when it is needed.
True, we are accepting the petitions of those who would be
Masons before they go ‘‘over there,’’ and using every legitimate
means within our power, waiving technicalities, in order that
their ambitions to be numbered among the Great White Souled
Brotherhood may be gratified. They are worthy to be so num-
bered. True, the Grand Lodge of Iowa has extended its fra-
ternal hand to the Grand Lodge and the Grand Orient of France,
applying only the standards of Fraternal Service to them and
thereby finding them truly Masonic — and may God grant that
Iowa Masonry may forever remain big enough to apply only
that standard. True, we have respected the hailing sign of
distress from across the waters, voiced by the Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of France in the memorable and modest
words which follow, by expressing our good will and aiding the
cause. True, our lodges have bought Liberty Bonds. True,
they have contributed to every humanitarian cause which is
classed by our government as a legitimate one. True, our mem-
bership throughout the state has stood behind the government
in its every activity, leading where the free will of a great peo-
ple have chosen them to be leaders, following when it seemed
that someone else could best do the work.

‘We have given our money as lodges.

‘We have given ourselves as citizens.

But we have not given ourselves as Masons!

' e o o o @

If the action of the Grand Lodge of Iowa had not been favor-
able to the recognition of French Masonry at its Annual Com-
munieation of last June, I ecould not recite the following touch-
ing reply from Brother Gal. Peigne, Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of France, acknowledging our cabled recognition:

“I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your letter con-
firming your cablegram of the 13th June, which we received

with the greatest joy. It is for us, indeed, a veritable
pleasure to have your Grand Lodge renew fraternal rela-
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tions with ours. Like you, we are convinced that our co-
operation will be beneficial.

“Replying to your wish, which conforms to ours, of ex-
changing between our two Societies guarantees of friend-
ship, our Federal Council has honored me by appointing me
representative to your Grand Lodge and of submitting this
choice for your ratification. I will accept and fulfill this
command with pleasure.

“You wish to thank me for the courtesy with which we
have received American Masons who have come to France
in the aid of Right and Justice. We have received them as
brothers and we entertain the most cordial relations with
them. We are always happy to see them among our num-
ber. It is with the greatest pleasure that we have fulfilled
and will continue to fulfill this fraternal and pleasant duty,
and we are glad that they have so generously appreciated
our sentiments in their regard; an appreciation which you
repeat.

“I am greatly touched also by the offer which you make of
colperation in our war work. I would believe myself lack-
ing in a sacred duty should I not reply with the frankness
which you asked for.

“Most of our lodges in the Provinces have established and
are carrying on very interesting work; military hospitals,
help to the families of the heroes who have disappeared in
the torment which has ravaged our country for four years.
Personally our Grand Lodge established on its property, a
Military hospital, which has been suppressed since 1915; its
existence, in a city like Paris, being of little importance on
account of the few beds we were able to install. We also
established free meals for the benefit not only of Masons,
but of others who were so tried by the war. Work having
been rapidly resumed and the want having abated, we gave
up this work which no longer responded to a necessity.

“There are two things which we began at the commence-
ment of the war, and which we still follow and hope to
pursue to the end of the war if possible; the work of car-
ing for families of those killed, and above all, the work of
sending food to the prisoners of war.

“We commenced this last work in 1918, At first we sent
two packages a month to our Masons who were prisoners,
by means of the Berne Committee (attached to the Red
Cross) of aid to the prisoners of war, of which the Secre-
tary General is a Mason, very devoted, and the President an
Algatian, a big-hearted woman, become Swiss through her

15
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marriage, but remaining French in soul, and who gave her
son for the defence of France and today mourns his glori-
ous death.

“Unfortunately, the war still continues, the misery in-
creases with the mourning, and although we bear stoically
all the misfortunes which overwhelm us; although we shall
stand firm for a just victory, we cannot, now, help the un-
fortunate in the same proportion, and we have had to reduce
our ration for the prisoners to one package a month, a
cruel decision for us, because the Germans let them die of
hunger. And now the time is coming when we shall not be
able to give them this slight help. We cannot appeal to
our lodges in the Provinces, for they have difficulty in car-
rying on the work they have undertaken. Our lodges in
Paris and foreign lands helped us as they could. In the
beginning of the war we sent an appeal to the various Grand
Lodges and to the Orients abroad. Alone, the Grand
Orient of Brazil responded — they sent us some 13,000
francs. We are poor today because three-fourths of our
Masons are in the army. Many of them have fallen. There
remain the living, victims of war, and in the first place,
prisoners and children. There remains also the misery
which we shall have to help in the invaded regions, when
their hour of freedom shall come. In spite of all, we de-
gsire earnestly to keep on with these works. We shall be
very happy to have the American Masons who will be made
prisoners have a share in this. We have a great affection
for them. We have found in the Americans spirits kindred
to our own. Such, very frankly, as you demanded, is our
situation as we enter the fifth year of the war.

. “Permit me, in closing, to tell you of the admiration we
have, which our soldiers who fight beside them have for the
courage, the devotion, and the self-sacrifice of the Amer-
icans.”

A Mason wrote that letter. Gentle, kind, big-hearted, modest,
smothering his own sorrow, praising the samples of American
bravery of which I am proud, but forgetting to mention the
volumes of heroism and sacrifice shown by his countrymen —
yes, he is a Mason. He is my brother in heart as well as in arms.

French Masons have given themselves, as Masons!

*® & & & &

Let it not be said that American Masons are not thinking
about what we ought to be doing, as Masons. In December last,
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following the conference of Fraternal Societies held at the re-
quest of Secretary McAdoo, the Grand Masters of some twenty-
five or thirty Jurisdictions met informally at the invitation of
Grand Master Witten of the District of Columbia, and the mat-
ter was touched upon. Of that conference little more need be
said. It was not to its credit that it permitted the specter of a
General Grand Lodge to drive out of the conference room the
vision of that mighty army in khaki, no small part of which
needs the grasp of a brother’s hand on the other side of the
water. Through the kindness of my predecessor in office I was
privileged to attend that little meeting, and the memory of a
brother who could not vote upon a resolution to have a group
of Masons named as a committee to study the problem, because
his Grand Lodge had not acted upon the question, remains a
nightmare to haunt me.

The Conference in New York, though lightly attended, prom-
ised more. M. W. Brother Thomas Penny had a vision of the
problem. He propounded certain questions which no thinking
Mason could conscientiously ignore. They went to the core of
the matter. Without bias or prejudice, they frankly asked the
question whether Masonry might not find something worth while
to do in the maelstrom ‘‘over there.’’

With all due respect to the Resolutions Committee, I want to
protest the ‘‘seemingly,’’ the ‘‘so far as possible,’’ the ‘‘be in-
vited to contribute,’’ and the ‘‘recommend’’ phrases in the reso-
lutions which resulted. If the visiting brethren believed that
which in their resolutions they said they believed; if they be-
lieved what the New York brethren evidently did believe, then
their resolutions should have rung throughout Masonic America
as the Liberty Bell rang for Freedom. No countryside, no
‘‘Grand Jurisdiction,’’ should have been too far distant to have
heard its clarion call!

If the reports of the Conference in the Masonic Press are to
be believed, this effort ‘‘to unite the Masons of America into
one common mass’’ for the purpose of effecting & working or-
ganization to help our brethren overseas was abortive, because
no one dared to use the Trowel! As hosts to the Conference,
our New York brethren could not wield it. All honor to them,
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therefore, that they are following the vision as they see it, rais-
ing a substantial fund to carry it through, while the rest of us
are appointing War Boards (some of us are) in order to be able
to work with them when they finally launch their splendid pro-
gram.

Right here is a good place to quote from a letter in my pos-
session from a brother who knows what the New York program
is, and is helping it from the inside. He says:

“We are not ‘over there’ yet, and there is nothing definite
when we will be. We are being held up (and I use the
term advisedly). You can draw your own inference.”

My brother, we are still in the chamber of reflection, and I
want to ask you a question: Do you like the siinger in the
above quotation? Do you suppose that if the Masons of Amer-
ica (I'm talking about the Craft, now, and not Grand Officers)
knew that such a condition existed, they would sit supinely by
and twirl their thumbs? I do not think they would! Yet I
feel that I am doing that very thing, up to this date!

Our government, by the very nature of the crisis which it
faces, is forced to restrict welfare work to as few organizations
as possible. I believe that they have no business recognizing
forty-nine or more different organizations, all Masonic. We are
entitled to no such special recognition. If we would work to-
gether as one, we could get results.

* & & & &

‘We are still sitting together in the chamber of reflection.

Humiliating as it is, I must read you another letter. This
one hurts. It hurts deep. But I’'ve been twirling my thumbs,
and I accept the reproof which it implies. Whether it will
bring the lump into your throat I do not know. Can you listen
to the voice of an American soldier telling of his need, without
a lump? T cannot. I feel a blush of shame creep up my neck
every time I read this letter. I’ve had it only forty-eight hours.
It touched the trigger, and that’s why my pistol is going off.

Listen to him, brother o’mine, asking favors of me! He, a
Captain in my army, asking as a favor that I send him maga-
zines! So that the tired and the lonesome and the wounded
may rebuild shattered nerves, get a mental handeclasp with the
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thinking brother back home, and forget the wounds suffered that
I might be free. He, a Captain drawing barely enough money
to pay his expenses and keep up the little home ‘‘Somewhere in
the U.S.A,,”’ and his brother, a Private, drawing $30.00 a month,
need money, 80 that they can have a little Masonic Club House
‘‘Somewhere in France,”’ and keep sweet, keep manly, keep
clean for the wife and babies at home — a place where no re-
ligion is preached at them, but where the tender bud of Masonry
may bloom into the flower of new friendships and renewed fra-
ternal ties. They need money, brother o’mine!

Yes, as God is my witness, they need money to do for them-
selves the work which I, an able-bodied member of the Masonie
fraternity, should long ago have been planning and executing
for them! This is the naked truth, openly confessed. Now
read the letter:

“Masonic Club
Base Section No. 1
W. F. Jerome, Charles 1. Cook, Morgan Taylor,
President Vice President Treasurer
Edmond Dupras,
Secrotary

“Saint Nazaire, France, Sept. 1, 1918

“The National Masonic Research Society,
Anamosa, Iowa.
“Brethren:

“Will you please publish and find out if any one would be
80 kind as to send any and as many Masonic Journals as
possible to our Club, as we can dispose of them very easily
and put them' into valuable circulation. They need not be
fresh from the press, but after they have been read and of
no more value to the folks at home, forward them to the
Masonic Club, Base Section No. 1, Saint Nazaire, France,
and I assure you they will be well appreciated by our
worthy brothers who visit the Club, and the sick and wound-
ed in the hospitals.

“Thanking you for any consideration given, I remain

“Fraternally yours,
“Edmond Dupras, Secretary.”

And he enclosed a little advertisement that they are running
in an American newspaper of French vintage, as follows:
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“Masonic Club — Saint Narzaire. Meets every Tuesday,
7 p. m., Masonic Hall, Place Marceau, over Cafe American,
Club rooms open from 7 p. m.,, to 11 p. m. every night. All
Masons welcomed. E. Dupras, Secretary.”

Finally, he inserts a mimeographed letter from the Club Com-
mittee, of which this is a verbatim copy:

“Masonic Club, Base Section One
A.P.0.701, A E. F.
“Sept. 1, 1918,
“Brethren:

“Since coming abroad Masons belonging to the American
Expeditionary Forces have been working under peculiar
conditions, and it is for a correction of these conditions that
we appeal to the members at home.

“Masonic Clubs have been organized quite generally
throughout the different army units, and in base ports and
large cities have attained considerable imiportance, but the
real activities and purposes of all these organizations are
greatly hampered, and some have ceased to exist for the
following reasons:

“First. — Membership is drawn entirely from the army,
navy, and attached civilians, whose first consideration must
be the performance of those duties to which they have been
assigned in the service, and which often leave little or no
time for anything else. We are first to win the war.

“Second. — The large field for work makes time an essen-
tial,
“Third. — The absence of support which comes through
codSrdination, recognition and outside help.

“As a remedy for these conditions, we suggest the follow-
ing:
“That a central body be organized in the United States,
whose duty it would be to raise funds, appoint a staff of
secretaries above military age, and systematize Masonic
activities among the troops abroad, especially in France and
Italy.

“An executive officer, having plenary power, should be
stationed at a central point, like Paris, to whom the various
Clubs could make known their needs, and to receive reports.
Club rooms should be maintained at all the principal points,
such as base ports, large cities, casual and rest camps, and
other places where the membership would seem to warrant.
Each of these Club rooms should be under the charge of a
civilian Secretary provided with sufficient funds to furnish
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and maintain the rooms, and for the relief of all worthy
Masons.

“This being a base port, and also near a large area, we
come in daily contact with many Masons upon their arrival
in France; with the wounded sent back from the front;
and with soldiers returning to the homeland, which places
us in an excellent position to carry out the precepts of our
noble Order by extending Fraternal greetings, rendering
aid to those in distress, and visiting the sick and wounded. .

“Until other arrangements are made, any funds that you
might feel disposed to give can be placed to a good pur-
pose through our Club, and money is needed!

“In conclusion we bespeak your earnest consideration to
our Masonic conditions and ask that you immediately take
such steps as are necessary and seem best for the greater
fulfillment of our obligations and responsibilities as Masons.

“Fraternally,
“Masonic Club Committee.
“Forwarded by
“Edmond Dupras, Secretary.”
Do you wonder that I feel like a slacker?
I’ve been one.
* & & & &

But the explosion is out, and I'm not a slacker now.

I cannot do this work alone. The Grand Lodge of Iowa ean
and will help, and I will help myself, to the best of my ability.
but we cannot do it alone. It is a job for American Masonry,
that is what it is! No labels.‘ that indicate degrees have any
place in this work. It is not a matter of titles, or of Rites, or
of Grand Jurisdictions. It is a matter of rights!

You are big enough not to ignore this call. So is your Grand
Jurisdiction. I’'m not afraid to meet you and talk this matter
over to its last detail if necessary! And-the Grand Lodge of
Iowa is not afraid to have me come and talk the matter over
with you. I’'m not afraid of an organization, with officers hav-
ing ‘‘plenary power,’’ as our brother expresses it, or ‘‘all but-
toned up,’’ as my good friend Brother Watres of Pennsylvania
would say, in order to do the job that needs to be done for our
brethren in khaki. We don’t care who fathers it, so that we get
the best brains that American Masonry possesses. Forget ‘‘Gen-
eral Grand Lodge’’ with its eerie phantom! Our country is in
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a crisis, the like of which it has never faced before. Our breth-
ren are flocking to the colors; they’re being mixed up like hash
in the griddle—but they’re still Masons! They are meeting
& crisis, too! And in that crisis they are calling on you and
me to help them.

The New York plan may be the best one to unite around —
I don’t care how it is done, so that we answer that Masonic
Club Committee’s letter as it deserves to be answered. To
answer it at all demands that we answer it effectively.

Our government has told us that they will recognize us as a
National organization, but they will not do so as forty-nine or
more separate organizations.

Can you, and will you, meet me within thirty days at some
central point in the United States of America to talk this thing
over? And will you bring with you one, or two, or three of
your strong Masons — the strongest men you have in your Juris-
diction — so that when we have met upon the level and evolved
something, we can go before the Masons of America and tell
them that we have a constructive plan which will represent
American Masonry at its best? We don’t need to worry about
money, if we show them that we are going to try to do the job,
and do it right. And they will accept nothing less!

With all sincerity, I am

Fraternally yours

Grand Master of Masons in Iowa




LETTER OF INVITATION TO THE CONFERENCE

GRAND LODGE OF IOWA, A.F.&A.M.

GEO. L. SCHOONOVER
GRAND MASTER OF MASONS IN IOWA
ANAMOSA, IOWA

November 1, 1918
My DEAR BROTHER GRAND MASTER:

You are hereby formally invited to participate with me in a
Masoniec Conference, covering Masonry’s attitude toward War
Activities and the future, to be held in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, No-
vember 26, 27, and 28, 1918. You are also invited to bring with
you a number of your leading Masons — as many as you may
see fit — the strongest men in your Grand Jurisdiction, so that
our deliberations upon this all-important subject may be truly
representative of the best thot and opinion in your state. As
I am inviting every other Grand Master, and asking him to
bring with him the representative men of his Jurisdietion in like
manner, I sincerely hope that the Conference may, at the con-
clusion of its deliberations, be truly said to have represented
the best Masonic thought of the United States.

This call is based upon an overwhelming preponderance of
replies to my letter to the Grand Masters dated October Third,
in favor of affirmative action along the lines therein indicated.

I may say that I sent a considerable number of copies of this
letter to my personal friends and Masonic acquaintances over
the country, and that the views expressed by them on its subject
matter are, if anything, more nearly unanimous in favor of con-
certed action than are the Grand Masters themselves.

The above date seems to accommodate the largest number of
Jurisdictions possible. So far as I can learn, no Jurisdiction
meets during the week mentioned ; the Brethren from New York
who are to explain their plan and its present status can be in
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attendance then; and the War Aectivities Drive conducted in
behalf of the Societies engaged in a joint plea for funds with
which to meet their expenditures will have been concluded.

World events seem to be moving definitely toward Peace.
Always, however, we must be in a state of mental reservation
in making such a statement, for the Hun knows no honor or
honesty, and until his strongholds are finally occupied and the
last vestige of feudalism has been removed from his government,
his acceptance of an armistice will be merely what his other
treaties have been, a ‘‘scrap of paper.’”’

Should conditions within Germany finally prove to have forced
& real surrender, there will still be a long period of demobiliza-
tion — longer in the case of our American Army, probably, than
any other. This will mean that the strenuous night-and-day
program of each American soldier will have given way to sub-
stantially an eight-hour day of police duty and work in behalf
of the stricken nations.

If their objective is won, then during the two or three years
which will elapse before our boys return to our firesides their
needs will be even greater than while the stress of necessity
keeps their eyes and their thoughts constantly upon Berlin.
Victory will bring relaxation, with all its attendant dangers.
And the duty of Masonry in the days and months while Peace
is being made a reality will if anything be more arduous than
in the days of War.

As I view it, therefore, our reason for coming together to
discuss our problems of the future will be intensified, rather
than decreased, whether the immediate future holds for us as a
Nation Peace, or continued and relentless War.

If, therefore, my first letter on the subject of codperation was
an urgent one, I would put additional stress upon the importance
of your attendance upon this Conference now. While I leave
to my government the determination of all these questions with
the utmost confidence, the problem before Masonry is clearer
and more urgent than before, and the individual duty which I
owe to inerease to the utmost of my ability the efficiency of Ma-
sonry in meeting its national problems remains as binding as
ever.
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A word of explanation as to the plans for the Conference it-
self. Cedar Rapids is a city of something over 40,000 people.
The Conference will be assembled in the Consistory Cathedral.
The headquarters will be at the Montrose Hotel, where arrange-
ments will be made for the entertainment of our guests. Cedar
Rapids is about 225 miles west of Chicago, on the main line of
the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad, and substantially 300
miles east of Omaha. It also lies on the main line of the C., R. L.
& P. from St. Louis to St. Paul, with Pullman facilities and
connections from both points.

In order to expedite the arrangements in Cedar Rapids, I
will be obliged if upon leaving home, you will wire Brother N.
R. Parvin, Grand Secretary, at Cedar Rapids, your prospective
time of arrival, and the route you expect to travel.

The opening session of the Conference will be at eleven o’clock
AM., Tuesday, November 26. An Jowa Reception Committee
will be on hand during the morning hours in the parlor of the
Montrose Hotel, on the mezzanine floor. In registering, please
inform the hotel clerk that you have reservations as one of the
Masonic Conference party.

If you will advise me, in advance, just whom you expeet to
bring with you, I will have reservations for your entire party,
by name.

Assuring you of a most hearty welcome, I am

Sincerely and fraternally yours,

Grand Master



PROCEEDINGS OF THE
CONFERENCE

TUESDAY MORNING SESSION
NovemBer 26, 1918

At the call of Most Worshipful Grand Master George L.
Schoonover, of Iowa, a conference was held, to which not only
the Grand Masters but other prominent members of the Craft
throughout the United States were invited.

OPENING SESSION

Promptly at 11 o’clock A.M. Grand Master George L. Schoon-
over called the conference to order, and a stenographic report

of the proceedings follows:

REPRESENTATIVES AT THE CONFERENCE
Delaware A. Victor Hughes, Grand Master, Wilmington

Florida T. Picton Warlow, Grand Master, Orlando
Idaho George Lawler, P. G. M., Tacoma, Washington
(Grand Master’s Representative)
Illinois Austin H. Srogin, Grand Master, Lexington
Arthur M. Millard, Pres. Emp. Bur., Chicago
Towa - Geo. L. Schoonover, Grand Master, Anamosa

Newton R. Parvin, Grand Secy., Cedar Rapids
Chas. C. Clark, P. G. M., Burlington

Frederick W. Craig, P. G. M., Des Moines
Louis Block, P. G. M., Davenport

Frank S. Moses, P. G. M., Clinton

‘Wm. A. Westfall, P. S. G. W., Mason City
Ernest R. Moore, P. D. G. M., Cedar Rapids
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Louisiana Geo. A. Treadwell, Grand Master, New Orleans
John A. Davilla, Grand Secy., New Orleans
Maryland Chas. C. Homer, Jr., Grand Master, Baltimore
Michigan Hugh A. McPherson, Grand Master, Howell
Lou B. Winsor, Grand Secy., Grand Rapids
George L. Lusk, P. G. M., Lansing
Chas. A. Conover, G. Secy., @. G. C., Coldwater
Minnesota ‘Wm. N. Kendrick, Grand Master, Spring Valley
John Fishel, Grand Secretary, St. Paul
George M. Stowe, Dep. Grand Master, Wadena
Montana Ernest M. Hutchinson, Grand Master, Whitefish
Nebraska Ambrose C. Epperson, G. M., Clay Center
John A. Ehrhardt, P. G. M., Stanton
Robert E. Evans, P. G. M., Dakota City
New York ‘Wmnm. S. Farmer, Grand Master, Syracuse
Robert Judson Kenworthy, G. S., New York City
Robert H. Robinson, D. G. M., New York City
Townsend Scudder, P. G. M., New York City
‘Wmn. C. Prime, Rep. G. L. Eng., Rye, Yonkers
NorthCarolina Henry A. Grady, Dep. Grand Master, Clinton
North Dakota Henry G. Vick, Grand Master, Cavalier
‘Walter L. Stockwell, P. G. M., G. Secy., Fargo
Capt. Chas. I. Cook, Beach
Oklahoma Joseph W. Morris, Grand Master, Snyder
‘Wm. M. Anderson, P. G. M., G. Seey., Okla. City
Pennsylvania Louis A. Watres, P. G. M., Scranton
(Grand Master’s Representative)
Rhode Island E. Tudor Gross, Grand Master, Providence
Frederick I. Dana, P. G. M., Providence
South Carolina Jas. L. Michie, Rep. Grand Master, Darlington
South Dakota Geo. A. Pettigrew, Grand Master, Sioux Falls
Chas. L. Brockway, P. G. M., G. S,, Sioux Falls
Tennessee Samuel W. Williams, P. G. M., Harriman
(Grand Master’s Representative)
Utah Arthur C. Wherry, S. G. W, Salt Lake City
(Grand Master’s Representative)
Washington  George Lawler, P. G. M., Tacoma
(Grand Master’s Representative)



28 CEDAR RAPIDS MASONIC CONFERENCE

Grand Master George L. Schoonover (Iowa): Brethren, I
have asked Brother Haywood to invoke the Divine Blessing upon
this assemblage. I will ask you, brethren, without the use of
the gavel, to rise.

(The assemblage arose while the Divine Blessing was invoked).

INVOCATION

Rev. H. L. Haywood : Almighty God, the Architect of our own
and of our race’s destinies, Father of us all, through this prayer
to Thee we express not only our love of Thee, but of our breth-
ren in all places and lands, and especially to them that have
been ‘‘overseas,’’ fighting and dying for the sake of those prin-
ciples and that spirit which our great and beloved fraternity
witnesses to in the world.

And it is to meet one of the great issues of this present world
struggle that we are convened today. So deeply do we feel the
sense of our responsibility, that with all sincerity of heart we
pray for the guidance of that mind which never errs and cannot
fail.

Grant that in all things that we think, or say, or do, Thy will
may be done. Amen.

Grand Master Schoomover: It has seemed to me fitting
that while the maximum of freedom shall prevail in this body,
there are one or two little customs which perhaps we might well
follow.

I have asked Brother Moore, who is a Past Deputy Grand Mas-
ter of Iowa, and at the present time Lieutenant Governor of our
state, and a resident of Cedar Rapids, to extend to you a few
brief words of welcome of the kind that we feel. Brother
Moore.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME

Past Deputy Grand Master and Lieutenant Governor Ernest
R. Moore (Iowa):

It is becoming that Iowa Masons, and particularly those of
this city, should express their pleasure in the presence here of
this notable gathering. Without vanity, it may be proper to
say that the zeal and activity and the accomplishments of Iowa
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Masonry have been complimented by the calling of this meeting
within the jurisdiction.

It is needless for you to be assured of your welcome. That
must be evident to you. It is more appropriate to express the
hope that the great purposes for which you are called together
shall be accomplished by a meeting of the minds that have al-
ways devoted themselves to the highest ideals of the Craft. The
emergency that brings you here is as great as it is rare. The
stupendous struggle that is all but closed, as well as other diffi-
cult situations still with us, have brought problems that can be
solved only by the regularly constituted leaders of the Craft and
then only after grave and earnest deliberations. Four years
of war have in all civilized lands brought revolution or forced
readjustments that neither seer nor prophet could have antici-
pated. If there has been a moving of the foundations in politi-
cal government and among peoples, no less have the same impell-
ing influences been felt within the Craft. It is inadvisable that
time should be taken to discuss or to consider the disrupted Ma-
sonic relations in Europe. With situations there, we have little
to do, and no doubt problems there will be solved without us.
At the best all that we can do is, at the proper time, to tender
our good offices that relations may be again established with ele-
ments worthy of Masonic recognition. However, the changed
and changing situations here, alone, require the attention of the
best minds among you.

When our country entered the war, it was admittedly unpre-
pared. As a fraternity, our unpreparedness for concerted ac-
tion was even more apparent. Within the period of a few
months, the exigencies. of war called into the army thousands
of Masons and the lack of means for prompt and effective cooper-
ation between jurisdictions left us unable to adopt measures that
would give to our brethren the aid, the comfort and the facili-
ties for Masonic communication that should have been there.
That steps to remedy our delinquency were delayed until actual
warfare had ceased does not justify further neglect. The devising
and the adoption of measures that will afford to our members
who are now in the army, and who may be there for an indefinite
period, the privileges of Masonic communication must claim the



30 CEDAR RAPIDS MASONIC CONFERENCE

attention of this conference. Moreover, when we give consider-
ation to the tremendous problems of readjustment that will
come with peace, the changes in government, and the changes in
the fundamental relations of man to man, we realize the neces-
sity for wise and uniform planning. Masonry, fundamentally a
democratic institution, cannot shirk its plain duty and must have
a full share in establishing and maintaining true democracy
against, on the one hand, those elements that have stood for
autocracy, for centralized and non-responsible government, for
suppression of independent thought, and, on the other hand,
those irresponsible and destructive elements that will seek to
vent their rage on all institutions, however worthy.

Our enemies are those, as of old, who would enchain the bodies
and the minds of men and those of today who would destroy the
very foundations of organized society. These forces stand at
the extremes in political life and the path of Masonry lies
straight between them. Then, too, while Masonry is not a cru-
sading force, it must be ready to defend itself against the as-
saults of all the powers that see in it a living protest against
the enslaving of minds of men and who for that reason would
destroy it. This, too, may well claim your consideration.

In this greatest of Masonic conferences lie great opportunity
and great responsibility. That, in it, there will be harmony and
a unity of spirit, we feel sure. That, out of it, there shall come
a unity of action that will make for the glory of the institution
and for the betterment of humanity, we may well hope. With
that heart’s desire and in that hope, we welcome you.

‘““The Rose of Sharon’’ was sung by a mixed quartet, and
vociferously applauded.

CGrand Master 8choonover: I have in my hands a letter
which I believe I will read. It comes from the Chamber of
Commerce of Cedar Rapids, and after extending greetings to
this body, says:

“Herewith please find a small offering for the distin-
guished guests of Cedar Rapids, from the Cedar Rapids
Chamber of Commerce. Just a few roses, which, like the
‘Rose of Sharon,’ ‘bloom for you and for me.’

“Trusting that the visitors gathered here from all parts of
the country will not be disappointed, but will so fall in love
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with the city that from this time and henceforth always
they will be from Cedar Rapids —a city with many angles
and avenues and yet a city built and maintained on the

square. .
“Signed by the secretary of the Chamber of Commerce.”

I hope, brethren, we now feel at home together. I want to
say just a word about the arrangements for this meeting, so far
as its mechanical departments are concerned. Everything that
is reported here is being taken by a Mason, transcribed by a
Mason, set up on the linotype by a Mason. I hope that we will
be able in the morning to give you complete, printed minutes of
this day’s session. I say this that our confidence may grow as
far as possible in our discussions together.

ADDRESS OF GRAND MASTER SCHOONOVER

My BRETHREN OF AMERICA :

If I had invited you here, in the sense of being the sole cause
of your coming, I should at this moment feel very much cha-
grined. If I alone were responsible for ealling you busy, patri-
otic men from your firesides and your manifold duties in your
several Jurisdictions, I should be abjectly contrite. For I know
that of myself, I have no message worthy of this sacrifice upon
your part. I can claim no more of patriotic fervor than can
you. And I know, as you know, that no Grand Master in
America could have assembled this group of great hearts and
splendid minds, except he wore the vestments of governmental
authority, or the uniform of an American soldier.

As a matter of fact, it is an American soldier who brought
you here. It may be that he is your son, fighting the battles
of freedom ‘‘over there.”” It may be some relative of yours
who has walked the decks of a submarine searcher out on the
ocean depths. It may be a sister or daughter, who, although
wearing the uniform of the Red Cross, is no less an American
soldier than the others. Or it may be that I have been to a
degree instrumental in visualizing to you an American soldier,
the brother who from across the seas hung the lantern of need
out in the front window of a little Masonic club at St. Nazaire
in France, and by that act helped us to crystallize our thoughts
of our own duty to supply that need. Humble as I feel in this
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presence, I cannot help being glad if in even this small way I
have contributed to this gathering.

But again I say that you are not in fact here because the
Grand Master of Iowa invited you here. You are here because
an American soldier, with a Square and Compass hidden under
the lapel of his coat, commanded you to come!

Like that brother, you have been a good soldier. You have
been doing all that flesh can do, in the various patriotic activi-
ties. Your duties have been American duties. You have ful-
filled them until your energy was sapped. You even doubted
whether it were the loyal, patriotic thing to leave your post in
charge of another, while you traveled miles and miles to meet
your American brethren to discuss a great and perplexing
problem.

But you have come, at the call of a soldier’s need. Your
presence here avouches the fact that you desire that these days
of communion shall be made worth while. You have come to
think, to act, and to vote. And now it is for all of us to prove
the verity of the old saying that it is better to go a thousand
miles than to write a letter.

CONFUSION AMONG THE WORKMEN

The Temple of Masonry is being built, day by day and stone
by stone. Its foundation is the labors of the thousands of sin-
cere and earnest souls who have put their energy and their
ability and their love into it, leaving to us of today to consoli-
date its superstructure. New days bring new duties. New
years bring new erises. And these new crises must be met, not
by those who have passed to their eternal reward, but by us,
the craftsmen of today.

‘What is our present situation? I have tried to portray a
picture of it in my letter of October third last. But no letter
can do it justice. Everywhere there is confusion among the
workmen. All over these United States men are thinking, won-
dering, waiting for new designs to be drawn upon the Trestle-
board. It is a trestleboard of fate. The designs there appear
to us intricate. They are not clear.

All over these United States there have been erected Grand
Lodge Temples. Not buildings of stone and steel and mortar,
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but Grand Lodge Temples of the Spirit. It is my privilege to
have entered many of them. I have come to know them, and I
know that every one is a replieca of every other in this great
land of ours. Some are small, some are large in area: all are
great in their high aims and aspirations. And in the work that
they were called upon to do, the Master Builders of these various
temples have wrought the ideals of self sacrifice and service of
humanity. Their record stands as a monument to our brother-
hood.

These Grand Lodge Temples of the Spirit are made up of
hundreds of ashlars — the constituent lodges. Through these
lodges, in a never-ending stream, have passed armies of young
men seeking the light. From them have gone forth an equal
stream of young men, filled with these ideals, and striving, in
their lives, to cause these principles to permeate to the utter-
most corners of our American civilization.

And now many of these young votaries of Freemasonry have
gone to war. The beast of Berlin unchained his dogs. Their
whines, and the snarls of their whelps of Divine Right echoed
acroes the waters, and peace, the peace which Masonry loves and
preaches and teaches, was no more. For a Mason’s peace is an
honorable peace, and our republie, conceived in the limpid pools
of justice and equity, was foreed to fight.

It is useless to discuss the causes of this war, which every true
Mason knows better than he knows his ritual. America fights
for the principles she loves best, for the bleeding, oppressed
peoples whom she has come to know better and to love. She
fights to strike their shackles from them, and to liberate the
world, so that it may be a fit place for a Mason and his loved
ones to live in. Masonry is fighting, too. Masonry realizes
how her vital precepts are assailed, and knows that if the Hun
had won, our fraternity would not even be able to meet in the
high hills and in the low dales as depicted in our scenic repre-
sentations of the early days of her existence, but would be forced
to seek the caves and covered places whenee primitive man
emerged — if indeed her existence were not wiped out entirely.

The realization of all this has forced our devotees into uni-
form. Not an American Masonic Grand Jurisdiction is har-
boring the slacker. Every one is doing its best to restore to the
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world an atmosphere where brethren may dwell together in
unity, and where ‘‘who best may work and best agree’’ may
be a safe doctrine for any fraternity.

As we have watched our brethren march away in khaki and
blue, our hearts have gone with them. While a brief furlough
lasted we have gloried in the new squareness of their shoulders,
and the new light in their eyes has brought a tear to our own.
‘We have visited them in their camps, and have come back to
tell our neighbors how an American boy learns to be a soldier
of freedom. We have prayed that our Father in Heaven may
bless them, keep them from harm, and fit them to go across the
seas and do His work.

Then came the day when a certain division was ordered to
entrain, presently to embark the seas made treacherous by a
‘‘nation with a submarine soul.’”” We heaved a sigh of relief
when the printed postcard told us that the vessel upon which
they had sailed had landed safely. We were carefree while their
period of training was resumed upon the soil of Lafayette. As
they were brought up nearer to the battle lines the anxious
moments were resumed; when the word came that the Rainbow
Division had been sent into the battle cauldron with the British
and the French we were confident of their mettle; and when
the news of Chateau Thierry came back we wept for joy as well
as for sorrow, because American troops had proven that we were
not a nation of degraded money lenders, but a people who would
still fight to secure liberty for others — that liberty which their
forefathers had won for us with their blood.

Now a brighter day has come. Our late enemy has consented
to an armistice which is in fact a surrender. With only a
moment of doubting, we came to see that it is as necessary for
the peace of the world that we feed him in his hunger, as it was
to fight him in his lust. It is a tribute to the understanding of
the American citizen that when, by administering a final crush-
ing blow at a damnable and vicious autocracy, wé were able to
bring the war to a successful and rapid climax, we were also
big enough, in the days when unconditional surrender is in fact
being forced, to extend the hand of mercy to the fallen vietim,
to save him — and us — from the dangers of bolshevism.

But this bigness of ours had been exemplified before, in our
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own war-making program. For while the industry and the
energy of our nation were being warped into a vast machine of
death, we had not forgotten our soldiers. We came speedily to
realize that though the hours for a soldier are many and full
of work, yet there come the times when the human machine
must relax. It must play. We were interested in that play.
‘We wanted it to be clean play. And, through various organ-
izations, we have furnished other men not able to fight, to keep
these hours of relaxation clean. The hours of dreariness and
lonesomeness have been met by keen sport, comparable in in-
tensity with the excitement of battle. And withal, the influence
of home and a mother’s yearning have been projected across
the water that he, though his business might be killing Huns,
might not forget. In a big way we have performed a service for
our soldiers such as was never before dreamed of. All because
we wanted them back with their eyes honest and their hearts
pure.

In connection with the formation of these welfare organiza-
tions, some peculiar things happened. A great opportunity
was missed. Breadth of vision and a true spirit of toleration
would have made the Y. M. C. A. and the Red Cross the only
activities administering to our men on the other side. (Applause.)
Masonry should have thrown the whole weight of its influence
in favor of this decision. But other organizations sprang into
being, and with a great yelp, the Masonic press belabored our
Secretary of War because he let certain organizations go into the
camps, and kept the rest out. Why did we kick up such a rum-
pus? Did we sincerely want to do this work? Or were we
merely giving vent to jealousy? The storm of protest lifted the
ban for a little while. How many camps did we go into and
build Masonic recreation centers? I dare not write the true
record. It would not do justice to the real heart and spirit and
determination of American Masonry, to tell it.

Now the lid is clamped on, tighter than ever. We are told
that the government does not want any more agencies at work
in the camps. That the field is completely covered. That it is
not desirable to issue passports to American Masons to cross the
ocean for the purpose of seeing whether or no there is still some
work that may be done which is worth doing. Why?
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As I see it from our experience here in Iowa, and as others
present see it, there are at least two possible answers to the ques-
tion. One is that in instances where Masonry has tried to do
something along this line it has failed to measure up to the
standards set by the other agencies. The other answer is that
it is not the government of the United States which does not
want our help, but that an insiduous agency, an arch-enemy of
all that our fraternity stands for, emboldened by its present
ability to sit high in the councils of our government, is the
agency which does not want us. Whichever is the reason, the
fact we are now shut out is a challenge to our efficiency. In
the one case, if we have been tried and found wanting, the diffi-
culty lies within our own organization. If the other fact is
true, then not only has the American government forgotten how
much it owes to the Masonic fraternity for the principles and
form of organization upon which it rests, but Masonry has for-
gotten it, too, and has failed to make its potential value equal
to its precepts!

' THE THREE ASSASSINS

To me, this condition is a tragedy. That Freemasonry, pres-
ent at the birth of this republic, present during the travail of
1861 to 1865, should be absent now is a tragedy. For Masonry,
if it be the living thing in other Masons that it is in me, has
still something of value to this government of mine. And in
these days when organizations desiring to help come out into
the open and give of the best that is in them, it is not enough to
say that members of our fraternity are doing, as individuals, the
work that needs to be done, no matter how numerous they may
be in these various welfare agencies. We are not conducting
war as it was conduected in 1776, nor as it was waged in 1861.
‘We have learned that the morale of an army does not depend
solely upon its stomach, and that, with our bigger ways of doing
things in these modern times, we can do much for the fighting
man when he is off duty that adds materially to the efficiency
of his fighting hours.

My brethren, if you deny me the belief that the sweet influ-
ence of Masonry, acting through brethren located either in our
American camps or overseas, can add much to the idle hours
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of thousands of our members now engaged ‘‘over there,’’ then
you take from me a large part of my conception of what Mason-
ry is and what it can mean in the life of a man!

‘Who, then, and what is responsible for this tragedy?

I have been led to believe that assassins, in search of a victim,
go in threes. And I believe that the present tragedy owes its
unfortunate existence to the continuance of the rule.

I would bring to trial first, lethargy and indifference within
the Craft. To me the tracks of this assassin are plain. Because
of the hard work involved, we have been too ready to listen to
the voice in the wilderness exclaiming that ‘‘our part would of
necessity be small’’ — ‘‘the war would be over before we could -
perfect an organization’’ — ‘‘a Masonic organization would be
an unnecessary duplication’’ — and the like. If you doubt my
assertion that he is the first assassin, will you kindly tell me why
old General Apathy has been able to make two meetings of
Grand Masters accomplish so little?

Who is the second villain? I have spoken of him already.
Others will tell more than I can about him. If further evidence
is needed we have it at hand and can produce it. I, for one,
do not believe that it is the United States government which
considers that Masonic influence in these war activities would be
& nonessential and useless appendage. I believe that there is an
inspired and cunningly developed opinion of that kind! But it
has not appeared in the halls of congress! May we not see a
deep significance in that? It is this assassin who has been con-
niving and telling us that the avenues of democracy are closed
tous. He it is who has been telling us that our duty lies else-
where than in giving to our brethren and their friends in the
army a place to meet in which suits them better than the others.
He it is who does not want to see the flower of Masonic brother-
hood blooming amid the poppies in Flanders and among the
shell holes and the waste places of France. If I am right in this
opinion, then, my brethren, I am for a program which will show
this particular villain that he is not running my government!

But what of the arch-villain, the worst of the three, he whose
blow has thus far proven absolutely fatal to our getting together
to do this work, to insist upon our right to do it, and to prove
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to our government that we can make it worth the while! Who
is he?

Disunity is his name. He thrives on propaganda. He
smothers us by babbling about the beauty of our temples. He
writes orations about our ‘‘World-wide Brotherhood,’’ and tells
us ‘‘what a vital, omnipresent, soul-uplifting agency’’ we are.
He builds Chinese walls hundreds of feet high about our ‘‘Sov-
ereign Grand Jurisdictions.’’” He ‘‘points with pride,’’ says he
is the ‘‘only-onliest,”’ and calls God to witness that his favorite
brand of Masonry, either of Rite or Jurisdiction, is, as a matter
of fact and confidentially, the only true road to Masonic purity.
He fears to cross jurisdictional boundaries except he is gumshod,
and wears a gas mask. (Laughter.)

Disunity is his name. Even in the face of a erisis like the
present, he is afraid to have American Masonry raise the Amer-
ican flag at the head of its column and march forward! There
he stands, convicted as an assassin of Masonic accomplishment,
a dictator to the greatest democracy in the world, telling our
American Grand Lodges and Rites that each may travel its own
road alone — and there are more than fifty different roads. Of
course, they all travel in the same direction, and are going to the
same place, but he wants no All-American administration for
his!

Some of you perhaps think that I am going to come out, right
here and now, as an advocate of a General Grand Lodge. Well,
I’'m not going to do any such thing. We are here to consider
& certain problem, and do a certain work. That work is divided
into two parts. First, to ascertain, from all the evidence which
we can gather, what American Masonry’s duty is in this war and
afterward, to her own and to humanity. Secondly, having
found the reasonable boundaries of that duty, what must we
do to fulfill it?

The great accomplishment of the New York Conference, troub-
lous as have been the paths of action leading from it, was that
it pretty definitely found out what our duty was. With the
further study given to the subject by our New York brethren in
particular, and with the voices of our brethren in khaki ealling
across to us from Europe and giving us their version of the real
needs which they have met up with by actual experience, we
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need not spend very much time in obtaining an adequate vision
of that side of the problem. We can do our duty — as I view
it, we must. The point is, how?

We have got to do it by killing the third ruffian. He holds
in his hand a setting maul, aimed at our heads. 'What the other
two have nearly accomplished — putting us to sleep —he will
shortly finish forever, if we do not slay him in his tracks. We
can do it, if we will.

To accomplish his elimination does not mean the formation
of a General Grand Lodge, or to interfere with the independence
of a single Grand Lodge, or to rob it of one single iota of its
sovereignty. We can do it, in an American way, with American
working tools, and go back to our respective Jurisdictions and get
practically unanimous support for our method of meeting the
present crisis.

The way has already been pointed for us. There is in exist-
enee today, and has been for some time, what is known as the
International Bureau for Masonic Affairs, in Switzerland. This
was formed for the purpose of bringing together on a plane upon
which all could agree, the various European and some other
bodies and rites, not because they had differences which each
wished to adhere to, but because all had common points of con--
tact which made them brothers. Recognition of that bureau, or
participation in its affairs or in its work are all unnecessary
for discussion here and now. They have a practical, working
organization, worthy of our study, and as I am econvinced, of our
imitation. As brothers, they sought diligently to span the
mountains, rivers, and oceans which divided them, so that, upon
certain definite Masonic aims and purposes, they might agree.
With nothing wider than the Mississippi river to span, we Grand
Lodges in Ameriea, by adopting a like attitude, may provide
ourselves with an Ameritan voice. We can mobilize our Ma-
sonic brain power upon those problems which are distinctively
American. We can think together upon those problems, and,
when our Masonic dynamo shall have been properly excited
and synchronized, we can put out an amperage and a voltage
which will do the work we ought to do, and if anybody tries to
short-circuit us, will put them out of the way, the while the
mills of our accomplishment grind steadily on.
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Is there anything to prohibit this? Who shall deny us the
right to study our war duties together?! Who shall say that
we may not try our best to see how those pressing duties will
dovetail into a permanently constructive program for the fu-
ture? What is to deter us from taking our brethren in khaki
into our confidence, and giving to their expression of their needs
the weight which their sacrifice entitles them to? Is there any-
thing in Masonic law forcing us to live in forty-nine pens, with
high board fences cutting us off from one another, while wild
bulls come crashing through and rattlesnakes sink their fangs
into us, one by one! We know something of our common
duties; we know more of our common dangers. Can we neither
join forces to accomplish the one or to ward off the other? Will
neither a mission of mercy nor a need for a defense program
awaken us?

Now someone is liable to tell me that I am overestimating some
of these things. We will have voices from the front to tell us
that story. Furthermore, we must remember what many Ma-
sons have forgotten, and that is that a big charity fund, no
matter how necessary and how efficient it may be in helping us
to care for those who have gone over and will come back maimed
and wounded, will not help us at all in fulfilling our duty to
those who will go over and have gone over and who will never
come back! And are we to it here in our chairs of safety and
say that we owe no duty to those who go across, withstand the
tempestuous storms of the conflict and come back well and
hearty?

Have we stopped to consider that it is this latter class of
brethren who will some day soon reénter our councils, and with
strident voices, ask us why we did not fulfill our duty toward
them? The final effect of it all, what will it be on them? Will
they still continue to respect a fraternity too busy shaking its
dry bones to meet a living, seething problem, in times like these?
If they do continue to respect it, then they will rapidly take
their positions in the places of Grand Lodge responsibility, and
those who have shirked their duty will get into the Ancient
Order of Has-Beens faster than they intended. If on the other
hand they do not find that our fraternity had enough of vital-
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ity and real purpose to take its place for the betterment of the
boys who went over — for that will be the greatest American
Society of Friends and Brothers in a few years — then they
will simply drop out of Masonry. They will leave it in con-
tempt for its proven inefficiency and go their ways, not sus-
pended from Masonry for non-payment of dues, but having sus-
pended Masonry from themselves, because it was not worth
paying dues for.

But now I can hear some good brother saying that this is all
well enough, but that for me to read an indictment against
Freemasonry along these lines is not only out of place, but
untrue, misleading, and totally forgetting the high aims, ideals,
and purposes of Freemasonry, whose degrees no man can pass
through without being bettered, etc., ete. To support such a
contention means that you believe our fraternity to be made up
chiefly of groups of Masonic scholars and students, each vying
with the other to understand Masonic symbolism and penetrate
the depths of its philosophy. Well, I simply say that it is not
s0. I think I speak from experience. You have to labor with
a Mason, except he be a new initiate, to get him to study
Masonry!

No! To the average Mason — and he numbers 1,790,000 of
the 1,800,000 — Masonry, while possessing rare beauties of
ritual, is a sealed book, so far as the understanding of that
ritual is concerned! To him Freemasonry is a fraternity com-
posed of the best fellows on earth, wide in their sympathies and
their humanities, good fellows, prosperous fellows, the kind of
fellows who are doing things in this world, and therefore the
right kind to be associated with. To his mind, the Society of
Freemasons has much in common with other societies, and some-
times he is inclined to feel that the benefits of some of the others
are more certain.

Those Masons who have answered their country’s call by don-
ning the uniform will come back with the discovery that real
religion is the religion of self-sacrifice, and they are going to
come back and ask us if Masonry has any of that real religion!
The studiously inclined ones will dig into our books. And the
more they dig, the more they will want to know why all those
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beautiful principles and precepts never resulted in tangible,
concrete expression for them, while they were on the other side.
What French Masons may do for our brethren in khaki may
hearten them much — but are they, God bless them, to perform
our duty for us?

Just what is it that our boys over there want? They want
Masonic clubs, Masonic literature, Masonic fellowship. Now
that the days of peace are imminent they will need much of all
these. Aective hostilities will be over. Time will drag heavily,
and there will be no over the top excitement. More than all
else, after they have participated in a few of the sights tendered
to them as an army of occupation, they will want to come home.
And the time intervening between the day when the glamour of
sight-seeing wears off and the day of landing in New York will
be spent in guarding German prisoners and camp routine. You
are full-blooded Americans. I do not need to picture to you
how much the influence of Masonry can be made to mean, as
against that other thing — the historic sinister shadow of army
life.

If from theorizing upon all these things we turn to action, to
the promulgation of a constructive plan of meeting the needs,
the things they want done, what will be the attitude of our
Masons at home in providing them? We need not worry. So
long as the proposed program is efficient, so long as our army
brethren agree that we are doing the work they want done, just
80 long will the necessary money pour into a common treasury
for the purpose. I do not believe that I speak unadvisedly in
saying this. Copies of my October third letter went to each
member of my advisory council and to a few other good ener-
getic Iowa friends of mine. You ought to see the response!
The building up of a charity fund is slow work, always. It
does not express an immediate, compelling need, for experience
has shown that it can be built up gradually, from year to year,
as circumstances may require. But lodge after lodge in Iowa
has sent me letters, resolutions pledging money without stint for
this cause. Why? Because they have felt the prick of a real
work needle! Checks and pledges and hozannas have come from
-dozens of these men, and they all say, ‘‘Let us get down to bus-
iness and work!’’
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Humble as I feel in speaking of these kind, gentle, generous
brethren of mine in Iowa, I cannot forego a great pride in them,
their accomplishments, and their good will. They want an Ameri-
can Masonic voice! They have felt its need in this crisis. They
have rubbed shoulders with their brethren of our Sister Juris-
dictions in America. They love them. They trust them. They
are not afraid that if the joint voice of American Masons shall -
be raised it will be a harsh, discordant voice, just because of
wide distances and state boundaries. I spoke awhile ago of the
Grand Lodge Temples of the Spirit as I know them. These
Iowa brethren of mine know them, too. They know too that if
all this wealth of spirit and all our united strength are brought
into action on this or any other problem which confronts Ma-
sonry, that problem will be solved! They know, too, that if this
united strength is brought to bear upon any enemy of free
thought, or free speech, or free conscience, it will shatter the
front lines of that enemy, exhaust his reserves and bring uncon-
ditional surrender! And when the battle is over, the fires of
liberty will still be burning, from the Atlantie to the Pacific —
yes, pray God, from the Atlantic back to the Atlantic again!

Is not what our Iowa brethren want the same thing that your
brethren back home want? Is it not what you want? The
hour of danger is here. Our Masonry, as well as what it stands
for, is at stake. Is there one among us, under such circum-
stances, who does not want to feel that when he hangs the bea-
con light up in the dome of his Grand Lodge of the Spirit,
signifying danger, at no matter what border of his Jurisdiction,
there will be Paul Reveres upon the other shore? Paul Reveres
of 1918, my brethren, ready to carry the warning to their breth-
ren everywhere, and bring to him who gives the G. H. S. of D.
the help, aid, and assistance which he needs?

The call has come! The signal light is burning, my brethren,
‘“‘over there’’ in France! Over there in that little Masonie
club house window it is burning, my brother, and you and I
have got to be the Paul Reveres! Somehow, overriding all our
prides and our prejudices, we have got to carry that message
of danger and of need out through the highways and the byways
of America, thereby getting down to the realities of Masonic
gervice! So that every brother who wears the Square and Com-
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pass, be he rich or be he poor, will not have to be begged to
answer that signal fire, but will come forward and say, ‘‘ Togeth-
er, brethren, let it be done!”’

‘“TOGETHER, BRETHREN, LET IT BE DONE’’ has got to
be the battle cry of this Conference, my brethren! I say in all
good faith and sincerity that you men can write an agreement to
form an ‘‘American Bureau of Masonic Affairs’’ —or call it
what you like —so long as you come to the Masonic altar and
pledge me to give only what you are willing to give to a cause
such as this cause is, and I will sign it! Furthermore, I will go
into the Grand Lodge of Iowa next June — or if that is not soon
enough, I will call the Grand Lodge of Iowa into special commun-
ication next week to consider the result of your deliberations here
—and if you will breathe the spirit of American Brotherhood into
the document you draw up as a constitution or by-laws or con-
vention or treaty or whatever you call it, I’ll guarantee you that
the Grand Lodge of Iowa will adopt it, every word! And if we
can agree that this is the spirit which shall pervade this conven-
tion, there is not a single one of us, and I will venture my knowl-
edge of American Masonry upon it, who will need to be afraid
to go back to his Grand Lodge, tell them what he has agreed to,
and get them to approve it in the same way.

But we must not stop by merely saying this. We must so
organize as to have a representative of this Conference visit each
Grand Lodge, and when the matter is presented, interpret the
spirit of the whole movement to that Grand Lodge. If good
faith shall pervade our every step and movement here, we need
not be afraid of being misunderstood. Unless I have absolutely
failed to interpret the spirit of this Craft of ours, they will ac-
cept the American flag as an emblem of Masonry in such a mat-
ter as this. Yes, my brethren, if some of you go home half
hearted, and fail to recommend a program such as I have been
talking about as strongly as you can, you will find your Grand
Lodges ready to approve it anyhow.

Brethren, I have tried to put the present situation before you
as I see it. Knowingly or wittingly I have said an unkind word
of no one —least of all of any Grand Jurisdiction. I know
that the heart of every Grand Lodge in America is right. Can-
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not our hearts beat as one, so far as those problems which are
American problems are concerned? I believe that they can. I
believe that they are so beating at this moment. And if you are
of one mind with me upon the subject, then our next order of
business should be the sifting of the threads of our problem,
and the determination of just what kind of a garment we are
going to knit. I don’t care whether it is a sweater or a neck-
scarf, just so that it fits the subject, and goes all the way round!
As soon as we know that we are agreed upon this, then we shall
know how many knitting committees we need, and how many
needles.

Many colors of yarn will be offered. There will be some of
different weights and lengths. But when the garment is com-
pleted, my brethren, there must be just three colors in it, and
each one of the three must match one of the colors in this em-
blem, to which, in a word, I have tried to ask you to rally (The
American Flag). (Prolonged applause.)

I had two reasons, brethren, in writing what I had to say to
you. In the first place, I wanted you to know exactly what I
did say; and in the second place, if I have gone crazy, I wanted
the evidence at hand so that it could be proven. (Laughter.)

Now, there is a way to do business and there is a way to waste
a lot of time. It is my impression that what we need to do now
is to lay our cards on the table face up. I believe, and I have
a lot of faith, that we are all willing to do that; and I am going
to usurp all the prerogatives there are to usurp by reading to
you a resolution and asking you to vote upon it. It is going to
be an expression of your feelings in this matter that calls us
here. We are not making any invidious distinetions at all as to
Jurisdictions or rites or anything else. I feel that I stand in a
conference this morning which represents the supreme brain
power of American Masonry. I believe you men know what
you want to do, even though none of us may know exactly how
we want to do it; and in order that we may really have some-
thing before the house, I am going to read this resolution. I am
going to offer it if I can have a second.

Grand Master T. P. Warlow (Florida): Second. (Laugh-
ter.)
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Grand Master 8choonover: Fine. I am going to see if we
cannot find a common meeting ground and find it before we eat
our next meal. (Applause.)

RESOLUTION

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Conference that
there be organized among our several Jurisdictions assent-
ing thereto a unit or body to be known as “The Masonic
World Service Administration of the United States,” or by
some name equally descriptive of its functions, duties and
powers, clearly to be defined in a constitution to be adopted
hereafter;

That membership therein shall be open to all Masonic
Jurisdictions in the United States of America on an equal
footing and withdrawal therefrom free at any time on............
days’ notice;

That for purposes of government said administration shall
act by departments into as many of which departments the
United States of America shall be subdivided as will pro-
duce the best practical administrative results;

That it shall be the duty of each department within which
occurs disaster of greater magnitude than a local calamity,
forthwith to assemble, survey the need, appraise it, and ad-
vise all jurisdictions of that need and the amount required
for its relief as a preliminary or complete remedy, and ap-
portion this sum among the associated jurisdictions on an
equal per capita basis, predicated upon the total member-
ship of each such Jurisdiction;

That the first purpose of the Administration shall be the
service of mankind, thru education, enlightenment, medita-
tion and relief, particularly in times of disaster and distress,
whether caused by war, pestilence, fire, flood, earthquake,
or other calamity;

That it have power to enter into correspondence and asso-
ciation with similar agencies in other lands the better to
promote the Universality of Brotherhood among all men
and Masonry’s mission to promote that God blessed cause;

That the powers and duties of the Administration may be
enlarged or curtailed from time to time, but no Jurisdiction
shall be bound thereto;

That a Committee be appointed to form a constitution in
harmony with this outline to be submitted to this Confer-
ence for adoption;

That the Organization be presented to our several Grand
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Lodges for their consideration by a Committee to be ap-
pointed for that purpose;

That the departments shall each meet at least once a year
and as much oftener as each shall deem it desirable;

That there shall be a general meeting of all the depart-
ments at least once each three years;

That a Secretary or Clerk shall be elected who shall call
said meeting when directed so to do by.
jurisdictions for the general meeting.....and by..........................
jurisdictions in any one department.

Now, I believe I have a second to that resolution, have I not?

Grand Master T. P. Warlow (Florida): Yes, sir; and I
will second it again.

Grand Master Schoonover: Brethren, it seems to me as I
have thought about it, and I have thought this over pretty
carefully, that this resolution as it is now offered consolidates
the business before the house, so to speak. It gives us some-
thing tangible to think about. We may or may not all be agreed
a8 to the details of its execution, but in order that it may be
considered fully, freely, and frankly, with every one of our
cards on the table face up, this resolution is going to be in our
hands. It is because we ought to have, I think, some conception
of what we need, and as we go along and as the evidence is in-
troduced concerning a great many matters which must come
before us, we should all the time be thinking, ‘‘Does such an
organization as this fulfill that particular need or this particular
need,’’ as our needs are elucidated.

And in order first to find out just what kind of a sentiment
we have in this matter, without committing anybody as to de-
tails on this, without committing anybody as to the exact lan-
guage herein used being promulgated as the official language of
the resolution, but simply to get an informal vote which will
tell us something of what the real sentiment of our meeting is,
I am going right now to ask every brother who is in sympathy
with the purposes of this resolution, and with the general form
of organization which it proposes to raise his right hand.

Now, mind you, this is no binding vote at all on anybody; it
ir not intended as such. It is purely an informal statement of
our views as we come to this Conference — not as a result of our
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debate. As we come to this Conference, are we, or are we not, in
& mind to meet one another along the lines laid down in this
resolution ?

As many as are will please raise their right hand.

As many as do not feel that they are authorized to do this
should feel at perfect liberty to so signify, because there is no
bad faith impugned here anywhere, nothing of the kind; the
man who does not feel that he can act on this as I want to act
does not need to feel that he is any the less my brother, not for
a moment. I know enough about the action of American Juris-
dictions to know just exactly where we stand in this matter.
We have no legal rights or legal standing whatever; but, we
have the force of public opinion behind us, we have it all
over this land of ours, and if we do here what seems to that
public opinion to be right and just and true and Masonie, that
public opinion will support everything we do.

Now, if there is any one here who feels (because it was so
nearly unanimous an expression that I would not attempt to
count, I do not want any record of how anybody voted, I do not
care) if there is any one who feels now that he cannot enter
into the spirit of this resolution as a basis from which to march,
I will ask him to so signify by raising his hand, and thus let us
know exactly where each one of us stands in so far as the be-
ginning of things is concerned.

There are no hands up. (Applause.)

Brethren, American Masonry is born. (Prolonged applause.)

Grand Secretary W. L. 8tockwell (North Dakota): Grand
Master, may I tell a story here?

Grand Master 8choonover: Certainly, Brother Stockwell ; we
will be delighted to hear you.

Grand Secretary Stockwell: It is recorded, I believe, in his-
tory that when the Constitutional Convention which met in
Philadelphia in 1787 adjourned, Benjamin Franklin, then a
very old man, and a representative from the great state of
Penngylvania, arose and pointing to the chair in which George
‘Washington sat and on which is delineated, or was at that time,
a half sun, with the rays, said, ‘‘Men of America, during the
long days of this convention I have been wondering whether
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that was a rising or a setting sun. I am now convinced that it
is a rising sun.”’ (Applause.)

Grand Master 8choonover: I hope, brethren, that in the dis-
cussions which are to follow, and I know now just how big,
broad and pure they are going to be, I hope that in those dis-
cussions we will consider ourselves, though self-appointed, a com-
mittee of the whole to speak and act as volunteers in behalf of
American Masonry, according to the dictates of our own con-
sciences. That is all I ask of you, and I pledge it all to you.

Let us just see exactly where we are. There is no doubt but
that we are here to talk business. We have some men here
who know something about the problems which are before us in
certain specialized directions. I have called them here. If you
brethren will notice, the badges you wear do not say ‘‘Grand
Masters’ Conference.’”” Before I had this vote I did not dare
to have them printed ‘‘ American Masoniec Conference.’”’ I think
we could do it now. Now we have in some way to begin to
crystallize this thing; we must know something about the
lines, the directions, the movements, which we are going to
make, The resolution which is before us has had simply an ex-
pression of opinion upon it. It has not been voted upon. It
is sufficiently comprehensive, as I view it, to bring before us
every problem that comes within the confines, if I may ecall it
such, of the call for this meeting.

Now, I am open to suggestions as to how we shall proceed.
We have a splendid delegation of men from New York. The
Conference which was held I believe in May in New York did
certain things which it has been my pleasure to roast a little bit.
But we know that all these matters are matters which come by
growth and not by spontaneous combustion.

Now, how shall we proceed? The immediate compelling phase
of the problems which are before us are well known to our
brethren from New York. It would be unkind, I think, to ask
them to talk before they get a little something to eat, but I am
wondering if it is the opinion of the brethren present that it
would be advisable in the first instance, in the consideration of
the resolution which is now before us, that the New York brethren
should first give us the information which they have. I know
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but very little about it in detail. I kmow much about it in a
general way. I know that it is going to challenge the brain
power of this group to the maximum, and it seems to me that in
considering this resolution we ought to have brought before us
all possible angles of this great problem and that we should
consider those angles very carefully and in what I may eall, or
have called, the committee of the whole.

If this is considered agreeable, and if our New York brethren
feel that such a presentation of their case as they have it is
advisable at this time, then perhaps it would be well to make
that our first order of business after luncheon. Is that the sense
of the meeting generally?

(The response was unanimously in the affirmative.)

(Turning toward the New York delegates:)

Is it your sense that having in view what has now happened,
we are ready, in the consideration of the resolution which is
before us, to consider the angles of the problem which you are
so eminently fitted to explain, not by virtue, of course, of your
brain power, but by virtue of your location at the greatest sea-
port on the American coast? So eminently fitted to present to us?
‘Will it be agreeable to you if we consider that immediately after
lunch and we now temporarily adjourn? I understand that the
luncheon hour is one o’clock.

(Recess taken to 1:30 P.M.)
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Grand Master Schoonover: Brethren, we will come to order
now. There are two or three things I want to say to you.

In the first place, it may possibly happen that before we get
through I may desire to get out on the floor and do some talk-
ing. I don’t know; I am liable to explode, as you all know.
(Laughter.) For that reason, with your consent, and I would
like to have your unanimous consent, that my Deputy Grand
Master Brother Saxton in such an event may take the chair once
in a while and relieve me. Is there any objection to that?

(Unanimous consent was given.)

In the second place, the newspapers are very anxious and
have been hounding me to death to get some report of this
meeting. I think it extremely important that we control every
word that goes into the press and on the wires in regard to this
meeting, and I want, again with your unanimous consent if
possible, to have the privilege of appointing a-Publicity Com-
mittee whose duty it will be to prepare a very brief summary of
the day’s proceedings, in so far as they are proper to be pub-
lished. Is that agreeable to everybody, and is it thought wise?

(The suggestion was greeted with a chorus of ayes.)

I heard Brother Stockwell say ‘‘ Aye,”’ and I am going to put
him on the committee (laughter); and I think I will put Bro-
ther Davilla and Brother Fishel on that committee. They are
all three Grand Secretaries, and they know all about what ought
to be said.

Another matter has been brought to my attention in regard
to these minutes that are being kept, which is this: There will be
reasons which will be developed here why these minutes should
not be published, perhaps, for some little time. The arrange-
ments made would enable us to publish them very quickly, and
we will be able, I hope, to send every one of you home with a
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complete and confidential proof copy of these minutes for your
own use in connection with the work which may develop here,
in your own Jurisdictions; but until that time I think there is
no question but that the minutes should all be kept confidential,
and they will be so kept.

If any brother at any time wishes to move an executive ses-
sion — there is no one in the galleries now, but there may be;
I have told some of the officers of the bodies here and other
brethren have been advised that they might come — if then they
do come and any brother wishes to make the session executive, I
will clear the galleries for that purpose.

Now, does this give us the absolutely full and complete con-
fidentiality that we want? Is there any objection or any sug-
gestion as to how that condition can be improved? If so, I will
be very, very glad to entertain it.

Past Grand Master L. A. Watres (Pennsylvania): May I
make a suggestion?

Grand Master 8choonover: Yes, Brother Watres.

Brother Watres: I may be all wrong, for I am wrong a lot
of times, but I doubt the wisdom, and at any rate it is a matter
of serious thought for a minute or two, of having any Publicity
Committee or any publicity. I can readily understand how
some Jurisdietions who, not being here, may see in print that we
are doing certain things, and I am not so sure what the effect
will be. That suggestion, I think, is worth consideration. If I
were doing it myself, I would not have a word in print. That,
of course, is only offered as a suggestion.

Grand Master Schoonover: I thank you for your sugges-
tion. I apprehend, however, from the personnel of the com-
mittee I have already appointed that there is not very much
-danger of anything coming out except that we are here to eat
three square meals a day and to talk among ourselves.

Past Grand Master Watres: All right.

Grand Master Schoomover: To guard against that, both
press associations have been notified that we shall hold them re-
sponsible if anything is said in regard to this conference in the
press of the city or on the wires, that is not officially given to
them.

Past Grand Master Townsend Scudder (New York) : If the
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committee which you have appointed has its powers limited as
you have indicated, and there is naught but virtue in the com-
mittee, I agree with Brother Watres.

That which comes from this meeting is going to stamp the
Masonic fraternity. I do not say which way, though I have my
own faith and hope; but that which comes from this commit-
tee should be authoritative and every word weighed, and it
should come to illuminate, to electrify, if need be. And it must
not come as an anti-climax. I think that not a thing should find
its way into the press other than that we are here, until that
which is done and well done goes forth to the world expressing
the Masonic determination of today. (Applause.)

Grand Master 8choonover: The approval given to the sen-
timents expressed by Brother Watres and Brother Scudder, as
I view it, is instructive and binding upon the committee, and
unless objection is made, we will so consider it. The commit-
tee’s duties are not very great yet.

Now, brethren, as I understand it, we determined before the
luncheon that as a special order of business, having a direct
bearing upon the resolution which is before us, we should hear
from the brethren of New York regarding the steps which
have been taken and attempted since the Conference which
was held in New York last May; and I will ask Grand Master
Farmer to present to us what he thinks we ought to know along
that line.

Grand Master Farmer (New York): Brother Grand Mas-
ter and Brethren: I think ere this you all know that New
York is in hearty accord with the spirit and letter of that reso-
lution which we have just passed. Today the eyes of symbolic
Masonry throughout the United States are centered upon this
beautiful city of Cedar Rapids. New York extends greetings
to Grand Master Schoonover of Iowa. New York congratulates
the members of this great and powerful Jurisdiction upon the
zeal and devotion of its Grand Master to the interests of Ma-
sonry. It rejoices with them in his foresight and vision, which
encompass the needs of the Craft, at present and for the future,
as the problems of today and yesterday are succeeded by the
ever recurring problems of tomorrow.

New York, and as has been demonstrated, we all accept his
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leadership and unreservedly promise support in the undertak-
ing in which he is engaged and in which we are all so much in-
terested. Following the pioneer who blazes the trail, those who
come after have erected the proudest of cities, and the greatest
of commonwealths. So may we, Brother Grand Masters, safely
follow the leadership of Iowa’s Grand Master, and we have
already set up in this resolution new stones, I believe, more
closely cemented than were the old, and we have added strength
and unity and symmetry to all the parts of this, our Temple of
Masonry.

For more than four years now the world has been on fire in
the most tragic of wars. In April, 1917, America was swept
within its consuming flames and there are thousands of our
brethren, along with the 2,000,000 American soldiers and sailors
who have been transported overseas to do their part, and make
the supreme sacrifice if necessary, that right and justice and
liberty and equality and democracy might be triumphant. That
war, happily, is ended. Thank God! But many of our own
have made that sacrifice, and they, with many others, have
needed, and still many others are needing, such ministrations
as only one Mason can give to another, and with the need so
great, the Masonic fraternity with all its wealth and resources
and its eager desire to lighten the hardships and alleviate the
sufferings of our own and the rest of mankind has been com-
pelled to stand idly by and see others permitted to do what
we were not permitted to do ourselves. And why? Simply be-
cause in all Freemasonry in these United States there is not one
representative, responsible, national head, to whom the govern-
ment at Washington could apply, as such. To whom could the
Secretary of State, or of War, or of the Navy, speak authorita-
tively? To the Grand Master of New York? Certainly not, for
he assumed no such dignity, nor could the Grand Master of
any of the Grand Jurisdictions so speak.

Wesaw the Y. M. C. A, the Y. W. C. A, the Jewish Welfare
Board, the Knights of Columbus, and others all engage in their
relief work with government sanction and approval, while we
were deprived of the same blessed privilege, simply because
they possessed what we had not, some kind of a national head.
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Such a condition of affairs has not been conducive of self-re-
spect or peace of mind, and should not be permitted to endure,
providing we have the genius and initiative sufficient to cure
the defeet, and it has been demonstrated here today in the
passage of this resolution that we have.

New York comes here with no definite plan or scheme or pro-
gram. We have nothing we want to put over. With what is
evolved from the combined wisdom of this Conference, New York
will be in perfect accord and in entire cooperation as long as
our deliberations take such form as will be in keeping with the
dignity of the fraternity, will be such as will unite the several
Grand Jurisdictions into more closely fraternal relations, and
as a practical proposition will save us from ever again suffering
the humiliation which we found ourselves in at the commence-
ment of this war — for I verily believe that all are of the
opinion that a united Masonry then could have been accorded
leadership by those in authority at Washington — and that we
may take back from this Conference some definite, specific recom-
mendation, is the earnest desire of the delegation from New
York, and we are delighted to know that already we can do that
very thing, in that we can take back this resolution which has
been passed unanimously.

Now, you would like to know, I take it, something of the ne-
gotiations of the Grand Lodge of New York with the govern-
ment at Washington looking towards our going overseas to do
our part over there. Is that what I understand you want?

Grand Master Schoonover: Yes, Brother Farmer, without
any doubt.

Grand Master Farmer: The present Grand Master of New
York, on the day he was installed, appointed a delegation head-
ed by Most Worshipful Brother Scudder to carry on those
negotiations. Brother Scudder is here. I do not think he
wishes to, but he always follows the command of his Grand Mas-
ter, and, brethren, if you would like to hear in detail the result
of those negotiations, we will give them to you. Would you like
to hear?

(The response was unanimously in the affirmative.)

Past Grand Master Scudder (New York): The chairman
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this morning in his address to us, outlining what seemed to be
the path that we should follow, and pointing out to us as he did
the obstacles which seemingly have stood in our way, in the way
of the fulfillment of those things which we all know ought to
have been done, named two of the ruffians who seemingly blocked
the way: one was General Apathy, the other was Disunity. I
envy not my brother his twins. (Laughter.) There is a third
one I would name for him but disclaim paternity. (Laughter.)
The name of the third ruffian is Selfishness. No individual, no
aggregation of individuals possesses all of his characteristics,
but there abide some powerfully in each individual.

I take it that you brethren here expect to have me more clear-
ly define, or shall I say ‘‘expose,’’ this ruffian Selfishness?
‘Well, that I cannot do, and I had better disappoint you forth-
with. I can give you facts and from the recitation of those
facts you logical, thoughtful, big men can draw your conclu-
sions. More than one conclusion is suseeptible of being drawn
from those facts. But selfishness is a generic term and we
share it, too. Perhaps we alone are responsible for our failure.

Brethren, it is a solemn hour, this hour when a little body of
men can get together, and getting together know in their hearts
and consciences, that in the hollow of their hands they hold the
destiny of the greatest brotherhood the world has ever known.

From now on is it to be a dead weight or a living force?
We determine it. This, by way of introduction. I have
not a single word of prepared speech. I am doing what I fancy
the majority of you brethren will do when it is your burden
and embarrassment to stand up here and bare your hearts. I
am just thinking out loud of all the things that have gone
before, and of the times which have passed in which we have
left undone the things which we ought to have done, and we
have done the things which we ought not to have done.

Because I am only thinking out loud I have more or less to
drift, and I have also perhaps to give you the basis or the reason
for my thoughts. Otherwise we can not be in sympathy, for out
tongues and our ears will not be attuned to the same tongue
or, I may say, the same sound.

Our chairman a moment ago in his address spoke of that
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great fraternity so soon to launch its destinies in our country
here, the membership of which will be made up of men who took
the uniform of the United States and following its flag started
out to see that right, and right alone, prevailed, or perish in the
cause. And those men inspired by the glorious principles which
our government enunciated and proclaimed, went forth believ-
ing that they were fighting for a holy cause and were part of
the most glorious mission the world or humanity ever sent forth
to battle for the right.

Thus exalted are their standards today, and triumphant
they return with those standards, and by those standards they
will measure us. Shall we be found wanting, or shall we meas-
ure!?! Is it not in the atmosphere? Pick up a newspaper, pick
up a magazine, pick up a work of any current author, and
what do we all read between the lines, and what is the
writing on every wallt Those men who went forth, whether
they went as volunteers or whether they went in harmony with
that greatest of all democratic institutions, the draft, it mat-
ters not, those men will guide the destinies of the United States
for years and years to come. To their younger brothers they
are going to be heroes, and to the little boys, demi-gods. And
where will we stand? When we are measured in the balance
of the scales of public opinion, how will our doings contrast
with theirs? "Such little things we pick up.

I was glancing at a Sunday newspaper — Sunday abomina-
tion, lots of them. (Laughter.) It was the picture side of it —
I forget just what the picture was about —a lot of frivolity,
listen, what we can find even there:

‘‘But to the hero, when his sword has won the battle for the free,

Thy voice sounds like a trumpet’s word

And in its solemn tones are heard

The thanks of millions yet to be.”’

‘Will the millions yet to be quit with ‘‘thanking,’’ Mr. Chair-
man? Nay, the millions are going to follow a worth while lead-
ership, and that leadership will be born in the ranks of the boys
that went over there.

And so our great fraternity, with all that we boast of glory
and accomplishment, all that which has taught us to love it and
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cherish it, from today can not appeal to that past with confidence,
because from today it is to be judged by the new standard that
the world is erecting. ,

‘We must come within the rule. Now, thus far, we have not
come within the rule, and I know not whether we can advance
any excuse. We have tried to. We have tried so to mark our
steps in all that we have sought to do, that perchance when the
case is heard and thrown in the balance the world will say,
““They did the best they could under circumstances which were
adverse and over which they could exercise no control.’’

If we can get off with that, we are lucky. It is true as our
chairman indicated this morning, that we were not prepared,
any more than our country was prepared, for this great war
crigis, and we are perhaps entitled to some consideration for not
anticipating that which even our government was not willing to
anticipate.

There were voices crying in the wilderness years back when
the dogs of war were first unchained on foreign soil. And those
voices in the wilderness said, ‘‘There is here at stake the cause
of right assailed by wrong. And we, a nation the foundation
stone of which is justice, cannot sit idly by and take no part
in this trouble which is ours, yea, even more than that of
others.’’ '

But there came forth that proclamation which is law, patriotie
law, that neutral we must be; and let it be known to those in
high place in governmental circles, as well as to those in low
place, that this great fraternity of ours is no political organiza-
tion. Its duty is to serve God and humanity and to uphold the
government of the country where it lives. (Applause.) And so
it was right that we should follow the lead of our government,
even though in our hearts that lead was not along the best
paths. It is one of our ancient landmarks from which we could
not depart, and perhaps it is best that that landmark is there
never to be departed from.

So if the inquiry is dated back as far as that, let us then say
that we could not blame ourselves for a situation with refer-
ence to which we were not permitted to express an opinion.

As time went on and education began to spread its light, the
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world saw things differently and we saw things differently, and
thus it came to pass that in due course evil, made bold by our
inaction as a nation, flaunted itself before us and threw down
the gage which no nation which had respect for itself could fail
to pick up.

So we entered the war, and then it happened that almost in
the twinkling of an eye we had to change our whole course of
life and conduct but we lacked the machinery necessary to
efficiency. We were not prepared, and it took time to try even
to work out a solution. Now, so much for ancient history.

Let us turn to more modern events. I mentioned the early
ones because I think they offer some excuse, something in ex-
tenuation. Now, can we offer that which will be accepted as
a valid excuse for our failure, after the ban had been lifted
and we were free to act and speak our hearts and proclaim our
belief? I think we can. I think our defence is good. It may
not be all we would like to have it, but I know of none bet-
ter, and that defence New York offers to you all, if it possesses
value and you would seize it, or if you feel that you may need
it, when it may be necessary for you to defend yourselves as
we feel we shall some day have to defend ourselves. It is
yours if you elect to accept it, and I feel that you should accept
it or reject it now.

I do not mecan this minute, perhaps not even today; but, in
the space of a very few days, because that chapter too is about to
be closed. But, the door is yet open and all are free to come in
who may find in it any solace for their souls. We find in it
some solace for our souls and some comfort in our consciousness
of our shortcomings, and our shortcomings are just as great
as those of any other Jurisdiction. That little which we have
accomplished was done -for Masonry in the United States of
Ameriea, and we wish to God it might have been more. But it
is all we have to offer, and we hope it may temper the judgment
of the world.

Now, brethren, shortly after the conference in Washington
where our fraternity was represented but made no impression
upon the government excepting one to efface which required
weeks and months of hard work, we sat down in our council
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chamber and tried to cipher out a way to meet the situation as
that situation existed in our eyes. We knew that our activities
would not be permitted in cantonments. We found that in
so far as we were permitted to be active at all, our activities
were 80 emasculated that it was almost useless to attempt any
great work there. Then we found out something else, and this
was not mentioned this morning; but, the thought which was
expressed recalls it to my mind. We found out something else
when we started a survey to determine the direction our activities
might take in the neighborhood of cantonments if not actually
within their walls. We found that when the American boy in
an American cantonment was offered his leave, he wanted to
get out and go home; he did not want to stay in the cantonment,
or in the immediate village close by, but he wanted to get home
to his own dear people. He wanted to go to the big towns and
cities where he could forget his homesickness if home was too far
to reach, and thus we found that as matter of fact there was not
an impelling demand for great activity in the way of establish-
ing amusements, shows, reading rooms, moving pictures, and all
that kind of thing under Masonic auspices on the great white
way of cantonments.

‘We were not of the holiest; we were not permitted inside;
the holy of holies was denied to us.

Therefore, having investigated the attendance at such institu-
tions where they had been boldly undertaken, we reached the
conclusion that our American boys would be better pleased if
we might engage in overseas work, where they were, where
the danger was, where the need was, where their restraints were
off in a sense, where they did not have the influence of home
or the home atmosphere.

The question was, how could we work our way in, for you will
recall that door too had been closed to us. We ecarefully
studied the speeches of the Secretary of War, and at last we
found something which seemed to give us a peg, at least, upon
which to hang our hat. Now, this was before New York called
you in conference. At that time we could speak for ourselves
alone. We believed, and not only believed but we knew, that
if we had anything worth while to offer, the fraternity in the
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United States would grasp it just as we would grasp anything
anywhere that the fraternity had to offer to us. We knew that
we were all in darkness, groping, looking for light, and we in
New York needed light as much as any, if not more.

So we decided that we would go to Washington and get in
touch with the authorities there, and see what we could thresh
out in heart to heart talks.

This we did. We went to Washington and we told them
there how great was our desire to serve. We told them that
New York alone had with the United States forces fully 15,000
of its members; and that each of those members had a father,
and the majority of those fathers were Masons. We told them
that we had with the foreces approximately the same number of
sons of Masons and thus our interest was keen, for our very
flesh and blood was there. Our solicitude was righteous and
deserved and proper, because it was our own flesh and blood that
we had offered our country. We said that we wanted to serve,
but we never once said, ‘‘We want to serve our own alone.”” We
said, ‘“We want to serve the boys in the American uniform, the
uniform of the United States. We want to serve them under
Masonic auspices, but we will never inquire of any boy whether
he is a Mason or not. The Catholic, the Hottentot are one to us if
under our flag and in our uniform, a latch string hangs out and
our house and our homes are theirs, and they will be a part and
parcel of that home.”” So we were not selfish in our demands.

Here we were, of course, met by this question: ‘‘“Whom
do you represent?’’ And, of course, we had to say, ‘‘At this
moment we speak for New York, but that will only be for
a time, for just as soon as we can say to the Masons of the
United States that this work is within their grasp, Masonry in
the United States will be a unit; Masonry in the United States
will be as one, and will undertake this work.”’ That was scoffed
at, I can say. Our attention was invited to Masonic publications,
pamphlets, newspapers, and what they had said and their criti-
cism, and, of course, the government, the War Department,
seemed to feel that it was aggrieved and had just cause to be
aggrieved because when it had unfortunately, unwittingly, en-
tirely innocently, made a ruling without any arriere pensée, as
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the French say, whatever it is in English — mental reservation
— when they were innocent we condemned them, and there was
seemingly a feeling there that the Masons had not been fair and
just. Of course, our position had to be explained. We said,
‘“You admitted one secret society and a sectarian secret society
at that, into all these activities, and immediately closed the door
and said, ‘None other shall enter.” Are you free from blame?’’

To this the reply came that it was done through a misappre-
hension and under the belief that the Knights of Columbus bore
to the Catholie church a relationship similar to that of the Y. M.
C. A. to the Protestant church.

Nothing more need be said on that score.

‘We then decided as we were invited to, to express as brief-
ly as we could on paper that which we Masons of New York
hoped to do, and also to express as briefly as we could how we
thought all Masons could join in that work, so that there would
be no division in our own ranks if the work should appeal to
any and they cared to enter into it. So we did jot down on
paper and send to the War Department an outline of the work
which we had in mind.

I think perhaps all of you gentlemen may have been brought
into touch with these proceedings, through the minutes of the
conference of Grand Masters held in New York in May. If you
have, then the story is old to you. For the benefit of those who
do not know, I will very briefly recite it, to the end that their
minds may be in harmony with our own as we proceed in our
discussion.

‘We told the government in these words how we felt: That
this plan of work of ours was sufficiently elastic to open and let
in all who cared to come in, and I now read to you our exact
phraseology :

‘‘Should it happent that other Masonic jurisdictions care to
join in this work, it is the wish of the New York Masons that
they be privileged so to do on an even footing and in conjunction
with New York; or, if such other jurisdictions have other plans
which meet the approval of the Department, New York will be
glad to join in furthering them, our ambition being to serve
usefully.’’

Brethren, see right at the very outset we tried to make it so
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that there would be no head, no tail, no middle, but a great band
of brethren, each with hands extended and clasping the hands of
his brother next to him, marching in unison, all for the good of
the cause.

We were told by word of mouth that the permit would be
granted to us and that we would be permitted to enter into the
activities overseas, and that the plan was approved. We were
told that before we wrote the foregoing letter, but we were told
it was essential to have a letter on file in the Department to the
end that the Department might formally act upon it; and just
as soon as we had that approval, if my memory serves mt cor-
rectly, that is, the approval by word of mouth, we sent out the
invitation to all the Jurisdictions to come to New York, if they
could, to share with us in the decision of what we ought to do,
and the responsibility of this work, if in their wise judgment it
was deemed worth while.

In the meantime, and while we were awaiting your replies,
we received the official approval of our plans, and it is the only
approval of any Masonic relief work which the government of
the United States has granted to any Masonic body anywhere.
It is signed by the chairman of the Commission on Training
Camp Activities, and it reads:

“I have your interesting letter of April 16th, outlining the
work which the New York Masons desire to undertake in
Europe in connection with the welfare of our troops. 1
am gratified to know that your Commission is sailing soon,
and I can promise you the full support of the War Depart-
ment in the prosecution of your work.

“Please let me know if at any time I can be of any assis-
tance.

“Cordially yours,
“Raymond D. Fosdick, Chairman.”

Now, that is the only permit since the day the war opened
until today, unless it be that another is waiting at home; that is
the only permit which the government has granted to the Masonic
fraternity or any subdivision of it to go overseas to engage in
war relief work with our troops. I say it advisedly, and if it
should happen that in the heart of any there was a doubt or ques-
tion, at the proper time I would like to ask him to present it in
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such form as he may see fit, and I will gladly give him the facts.

Our .conference was called. Of course, we could not sail and
act in good faith until we had afforded you the opportunity
of enjoying what we thought was the beginning of the dis-
charge of that duty so dear to our hearts. We did not want to
go alone; that is all there was to it. The money, we didn’t
care a snap about. That did not interest us. We had all the
money that was needed to begin the thing and to carry it on
for several years, if it was needed. The money did not enter
into it; but we did feel that the heart of the fraternity was
in it,.and the soul and salvation of the fraternity was in it,
and we could not and we would not be selfish to the extent of
excluding any others from that salvation, particularly our be-
loved brethren.

It happened the chairman of that Committee on Training
Camp Activities in the War Department at Washington was
about -that time sent to Europe by the Secretary of War to
make a close investigation of conditions over there, and he wrote
another letter, which letter we received just before the Confer-
ence in New York, and it confirmed us in our absolute eonviction
that we had the confidence of the government; that it believed
in us and in our disinterested service.

Here is what he wrote:

“Confidentially, I am sailing for France next week to look
up the whole matter of recreation for the troops both in
France and England. Is there anything that we onght to say
to each other before I go? When does your mission start,
and are there any further plans that have been developed?

“Cordially yours,
“Raymond D. Fosdick, Chairman.”

Could a more intimate relationship have been established than
this confidential communication coming to us? Why, we
thought our cause did not have to be pleaded; it was obvious
that there was no need of further presenting the case and prov-
ing it. It was admitted.

And then, brethren, you gladdened our hearts by coming to
our Jurisdietion, and around the table we sat and tried to dis-
cuss how best we might labor to perform our full duty. Of
course, the thing was brand new to some. They had not had
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the chance that we had had to study it and ponder over it for
months in order to negotiate with Washington privately and
wisely in our effort to bring them around to a right way of see-
ing things. They had not had the hard up-hill struggle that
had been ours to break down the fetish believed in by some that
because a man has committed himself and said a thing, whether
right or wrong, he must stick by that thing.

And so you came, those of you who were able to come. Many
could not come. It seems that we chose our time illy. We
did not know it, but we had to act quickly, we had to get
under way, as we saw it, immediately, you had but little no-
tice, we could not consult with you as to the time and place
‘We simply had to say, ‘‘Come on such a date.”” But many had
expressed their sentiments as harmonizing with our own, and
many who could not come, we knew from what they had written
to us, were with us in any undertaking, and that we could call
upon them for anything, and that they would contribute their
part if it was a question of funds, on a footing with ourselves,
so that the work could go on. And, under our arrangement with
the Department, if any wanted their men to come in, why, this
elastic plan we had was going to stretch, all were going to come
right in under it, and there was not going to be a head, or a tail,
or a middle, but a united fraternity engaged in a world-wide ser-
vice and a service which the critical times demanded as a matter
of duty as well as a matter of right. For it was our right to go,
and we contended from the beginning it was our right to go, and
that no one take away that right.

Brethren, we did receive some little discouragement during
the course of the deliberations in New York. We found, first,
that the second, the less comely of our brother’s twins here, was
an obstreperous youth, away beyond his years in precocious-
ness. He insisted that he had to play the game alone. He in-
sisted that if he was to take part in this relief work, he had to
take part in it by himself. True, he would codperate on the
other side when he got there, because that would be the path
of least resistance, but he would go it alone. That his Jurisdie-
tion never parted with a cent excepting they knew somebody
whom they could call to acecount and subsequently put in prison
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if he had stolen the money. That was the spirit of it, and it
was shared by others, and we saw that, perhaps, there was some
virtue in all that, because the prisons often do shut in lots of
virtue. But there it was, and we knew that that thing meant
destruction. We knew that if that thing got back to Washing-
ton, the door was slammed in our face tight shut. We knew
‘Washington would never grant-— for we had been told it —
forty-nine permits to forty-nine Jurisdictions of the Masonic
fraternity to go to Europe and engage in war relief services.
‘‘Either you go as one, or you do not go at all.”” We knew that.

But, brethren, it happened that the permit to engage in over-
seas relief work was given to New York and we of New York
were 80 fearful that there might be offense because we had it,
that we did not dare at that time to be quite as outspoken as the
town in which I live has the reputation of being — I live in Oys-
ter Bay. (Laughter and applause.)

So what we tried to do, as far as we could, (and we were
justified in the attempt whether we failed or not), was to show
that this was a plan open to the Masonry of the United States,
and so it was, for in our only paper recorded with the War De-
partment setting it forth, there was that clause to which already
I have referred and to the effect that if any other jurisdiction
wished to engage in it, or in any other war relief work which the
Department should select, we all should go in on an equal foot-
ing in that work, and if the other work was better, New York
would quit its work and would join the others.

So that was the basis, though, of course, we could not speak for
you because we had not been authorized to speak for you.

As a result of that conference in New York, this did happen:
that three Grand Lodges felt they ought not to vote upon that
miserable little resolution which said we did not know any-
thing. (Laughter.)

I have begun to think that perhaps they were justified in not
voting, because of that confession. But after all they were the
ones that inserted that know nothing clause, and I, for the life
of me, could not see why they should object to fathering that
which they had avowed. It is not like our brother here (indi-
cating Grand Master Schoonover) who acecepts full responsibility
for his creations.
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But anyway, those dear brethren who did not see the thing
our way and did not vote with us, did tell us confidentially and
privately that they felt that codperation on the other side, once
the independent bodies had gotten over there, would doubtless
come, as a matter of necessity, because necessarily they would
not say to a brother whom they were going to relieve, ‘‘Where
do you come fromf?’’ ‘‘I came from Montana.”” ‘‘Well, I am
awful sorry, but you haven'’t got my brand. I must find a fellow
that comes from my state, and relieve him.”’ So they said, as a
matter of fact, ‘“We shall have to relieve everybody, and so
there will have to be eodperation over there, but we cannot have
it over here, and we cannot go over as a body.”’

After the New York Conference some more Jurisdictions did
say, ‘‘Yes, we are with you in anything you do. Go right
over.”” 'Whereas others felt that they preferred to shinny in
their own yard, and seemed not displeased that there was a big
fence around the yard, and no danger of the ball getting over.

However, after we had waited a reasonable time, as we saw
it, to enable the several Jurisdictions, who might feel that not
only did they want us to represent them over there in the be-
ginning, but also did not want to send men themselves, to reach
their decision, we decided that it was time for us to get under
way. You see, we had explained to them that we would not
start any earlier than we felt was necessary. In substance we
said: ‘‘“We are going to wait after this meeting as long as we
can, so that if any of you feel that to this mission you would like
to add your number of men, you may do so, and as we appreciate
full well that it will take you time to deliberate over this, when
you get back home, and in order to give you an opportunity to
talk it over with the men in your Grand Lodge in whom the
Grand Lodge has placed confidence, before reaching your con-
clusion, we will postpone the sailing of our men so as to give you
ample time to discuss this matter and decide whether you want
to have your men go, for we apprehend it will be easier to get the
passports for all at one time than it will if we try to start on a
piecemeal basis.”’ Of course, we had before us that declaration
that there would not be issued forty-nine separate jurisdictional
passports. That there would be issued but one permit for Ma-
sonic service, and that we all had to get in under it.
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Now, that was not an unreasonable demand on the part of
the government; and after we had waited that reasonable time,
and after we had received numerous letters from brethren to
whom the result of our meeting had gone asking us to represent
them, to go ahead, and to tell them what was needed, and that
whatever was wanted they would supply it; and after we had
delayed just as long as we felt we could, we decided to take out
our passports. Up to that time there was not a ripple on the
surface, and we were absolutely ignorant that there had been, or
was, the slightest change in the situation. We went to Wash-
ington and there we took up the letters which were waiting for
us at the War Department to present to the State Depart-
ment. This letter was signed May 6th. It was held by the
‘War Department until we should call there to get it. I will
read it to you. It is from the War Department and is addressed
to the Honorable, the Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.:

“Sir:

“Mr. Justice Scudder, of the Supreme Court of New York,
is the chairman of a commission of five men representing
the Masons of New York, who are applying for passports
to study the situation overseas as far as the leisure time
activity of our troops is concerned, with the idea of pro-
viding whatever may be necessary both for their own con-
stituent membership and those in the army who may need
their services.

“We have already approved the issuance of passports to
two other fraternal organizations, and I am sincerely hope-
ful that no objection will be interposed in the case of
Judge Scudder’s commission.”

This letter from the War Department to the Secretary of State,
picked up by us in Washington after the New York Conference,
was in perfect confidence carried by us to the Secretary of
State’s office, because having had some experience in Washing-
ton ways acquired during a couple of terms that I served in Con-
gress there some twenty years ago, and having served there on
the Committee of Foreign Affairs which dealt with those things
which concern ourselves and foreign nations, I thought that the
etiquette of the situation demanded that this letter first should be
delivered to the Secretary of State, or to someone in his office.

So I went to the office of the Counsellor to the Secretary of
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State, and asked what course I should pursue. I was told to
take the letter down to the Passport Bureau. Mr. Polk’s secre-
tary said: ‘I will call them up and tell them you are coming
so as to obviate any delay, and the matter will be given immediate
attention.”’ So I stood there while the Passport Bureau was
called up. I heard the conversation, as far as you can hear one
end of a conversation, and I could supply the rest. It seems the
head of the Bureau was not in, and would not be in, but his dep-
uty was in, a gentleman by the name of Walsh or Welch. He
was told that we were coming to take up the passports, and to
facilitate our progress in every way that he could.

So we went around to the Passport Bureau, which we found
filled with a erowd of people. I sent in my card; a man
came out, asked who we were. I told him that we were the
men about whom the Secretary of State’s office had spoken to
him a few moments before on the telephone. He said, ‘‘What
can I do to serve yout’’ I said, ‘‘It will probably take a few
moments. Shall we sit down? I see you have some people in your
private office, and we will gladly await our turn.”” He said,
“‘That is very kind of you, and I will get rid of them as soon
as I can.”

I did not care to announce our business out in the main
ante room, which was crowded. In a very few moments we
were shown into his office. ‘‘Now,’’ he said, ‘‘what is it you
wish?’’ I said, ‘““We are here to obtain the passports for
the Masonic mission going overseas to engage in war relief work
in the recreation centers of our soldiers.”” ‘‘I am opposed
to it,”’ were the laconic words which greeted us. Of course,
this was but a clerk in an office, seemingly vested with no great
discretion. I said to him, ‘‘But the War Department has passed
upon this. Are you conscious of that fact?’’ ¢‘Oh,’’ he said,
‘‘the War Department does not decide these things.”’ I said,
‘“Who does?’’ He said, ‘“We do.” I said, ‘“Who are ‘we’$’’
‘‘Why,’’ he said, ‘‘it is decided here in the first instance.”” I
said, ‘“Where is it decided in the last instance?’’ ‘‘Well,”’ he
said, ‘‘of course, ultimately it may get to the Secretary of
State.”” I said, ‘“Then you are the tribunal to whom this
matter must now be presented?’’ ‘‘Yes,’”” he said. I said,
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‘““Very well, then. We will sit down and I will go over it glad-
ly with you again.’”” He said, ‘‘It is quite unnecessary.’’
‘“‘But,”’ I said, ‘‘“my dear sir, you certainly want to have the
facts, do you not?’’ He said, ‘““You told them to me and I
know it all. You are a Masonic mission seeking to go overseas
to engage in war relief work. We do not approve of it. If you
_are permitted to have your passports and to engage in this work,
then we have got to permit every other secret society to engage
in the same work which would include every Greek letter society
applying for permission so to do. We cannot do it.”’ I said,
““I hardly anticipated this situation. I could not myself render
judgment upon a matter coming before me on as little evidence
as you have here, and I really feel it should be more deliberately
presented and considered.”’ He said, ‘‘That is quite unneces-
sary. Quite unnecessary. If you want to file your papers here,
you can, of course.”’ I said, ‘“We have our papers here and I
will file them here, but you do not need to act upon them. I
shall certainly take the matter up in other quarters, for I think
there must be some misunderstanding.”’ He said, ‘“We won’t
act upon them until we hear from higher up,’’ or something of
that kind, and we parted.

Now, gentlemen, that is the beginning. That was the first
flash of lightning giving warning of the coming storm, and our
surprise was just as keen as I have no doubt yours has been, as
I have tried simply to present the facts to you, giving you the
substance of the conversations as I recall them.

From here on what I have to say I do not feel should be re-
ported: it is all coming out, it is all in documentary form. The
story is told of the successive steps that we took, but that chapter
has not been closed and it is not right as I see it that it should
be here, or anywhere else, recorded until in its entirety it is
spread before the Craft, and then because it will not only be
spread before the Craft but because it will be an open book which
all who have eyes can read, it seems to me, to the end that it may
then go forth with all its faults and all its foree, it should go
forth then in its novelty, in its newness, in its complete and
finished state, and not in the halting way that I must present it
now, picking out only so much of the various documents to read
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as seem to me the limited time and your patience to listen will
permit. So I am going to ask that the stenographers, Mr.
Chairman, because I am going to read papers that are official,
over signatures which we must respect, and because I cannot
give all the story now, be directed by you to turn their books
down. The whole of it you will have in a very few days to put
in here, but it must not go into this proceeding in this broken,
disconnected form.

If that is understood, I can proceed; if it is not understood, I
can not proceed because the President of the United States en-
ters into it and we owe to him every respect.

Past Grand Master Lawler: It has come to my knowledge
that Past Grand Master John W. Barry of Iowa, an old and
loved friend of mine, lies very ill at his home, here in Cedar
Rapids. It seems to me that this Conference, in recognition of
Brother Barry’s long service to the Freemasonry of Iowa, should
send to him a resolution of sympathy in his hour of pain, con-
veying our hopes for his early recovery. I move that this be
done. '

(It was unanimously ecarried, and a committee appointed to
draft the resolutions and see that they were properly engrossed
for presentation to Past Grand Master Barry.) )

(Upon motion, duly adopted, the meeting went into executive.
session. )

(Adjourned to 7:30 o’clock)



(Note. The efforts of the Grand Lodge of New York,
on behalf of the Masonic fraternity in the United States, to
obtain the consent of the government to engage in war re-
lief work with the United States Forces overseas were sum-
marized in an exhaustive extemporaneous report by Judge
Scudder during the executive session, and stenographic
notes of that report were not made. The details of that
report having now been reduced to writing, and the nego-
tiations with the various governmental departments having
been closed, as will be seen hereafter, the final report is
herewith set out in these minutes, in order that the reader
may have all of the information upon which the action of
the Conference at Cedar Rapids was based.)



REPORT OF THE MASONIC
OVERSEAS MISSION

ON EFPORTS TO SECURE (GOVERNMENTAL PERMISSION
70 ENGAGE IN INDEPENDENT WAR
REeLIEF WORK ABROAD

To THE M. W. WILLIAM S. FARMER, Grand Master of
Masons in the State of New York, and to all Masonic Grand
Jurisdictions in the Uniled States participating in the efforts
to snduce our government to consent to overseas service by
the Masonic fraternity tn the tnterest of our forces engaged
in the great war.

Brethren, as chairman of the Commission appointed in 1917,
by M. W. Thomas Penney, Grand Master, and confirmed in
such appointment by you in 1918, to organize in Europe war
relief for the benefit of our men in the army and navy, and to
secure the permission of the government of the United States
to that end, I have the honor to make the following report.
Although appointed in the first instance by the Grand Master of
Masons in New York, the Commission was thereafter, by the
Grand Masters of many of our Sister Jurisdictions, appointed
and designated as their own.

In order that the readers of this report may properly under-
stand our efforts to engage in overseas work, and trace the steps
taken by us to that end, it is necessary to begin with a confer-
ence held in the office of the Secretary of War in Oectober, 1917.
At this conference a large number of fraternal organizations
were represented.

This conference was held at the invitation of the Secretary of
War for the purpose of discussing, and considering the modifi-
cation of, an order previously made by him which excluded
Freemasons and other fraternities and associations from engag-
ing in welfare work within military camps and accorded that
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privilege exclusively to the Young Men’s Christian Association
and the Knights of Columbus. This order had been made with-
out notice to the Masonic fraternity or opportunity afforded it
to be heard in the matter of its desire to participate in such ser-
vice, to engage in which it was at all times ready, willing, and
finaneially able without soliciting outside assistance.

This conference resulted in a statement by the Secretary that
thereafter camps and cantonments of the army would be open
for the erection and use of buildings therein by fraternal, be-
nevolent, or similar societies of recognized and well-established
character, having members in such camps or cantonments, upon
permission first obtained from the officer commanding the camp
or cantonment in question. The Masonic fraternity in New
York state thereafter endeavored to take advantage of the See-
retary’s announcement, but met with little encouragement on
the part of the military authorities. Balked in these efforts,
the fraternity devoted itself to social work for the benefit of our
soldiers and sailors, in the communities immediately adjacent
to the camps, and also in the large cities visited by the men on
leave.

About this time the transatlantic movement of our troops be-
gan, and because of this fact the extension of our fraternity’s
activities to foreign lands was determined upon if governmental
sanetion thereto could be secured. .

Public announcement had been made that the government of
the United States would establish abroad what were deseribed as
‘‘leaveareas,’’ whither, and whither alone, our soldiers on leave
would be permitted to go. Recalling the obstructions thrown
in the way of our previous attempts at service #n camps, and
pondering on this announcement relative to the so-called ‘‘leave-
areas,’’ light seemed suddenly shed upon the perplexing problem
confronting us, and our course to the goal of Masonic war relief
made plain by the announcement in an address of the Secretary
of War that the major help to be rendered by fraternal societies
was in the communities outside of, rather than in, the camps
themselves. Steps were promptly taken to carry this idea into
effect, and it was learned that the Commission on Training Camp
Activities, a body within the War Department, had jurisdiction
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over all social service activities similar to those projected by our
fraternity. At the head of this Commission on Training Camp
Activities was, and still is, Mr. Raymond B. Fosdick.

I forthwith placed myself in communication with Hon. Wil-
liam M. Calder, senator from New York, by addressing to him
the following letter:

“April 7, 1918.
“Hon. William M. Calder,
“United States Senate, Washington, D. C.
“Dear Senator Calder:

“The Freemasons in New York State have, by reason of
many appeals from Europe, become impressed with the be-
lief that there exists abroad today a new field for helpful
service by the fraternity, and this field lies not in the
camps of the United States armies, but in the cities behind
the lines, to which our soldiers go when on leave.

“These communications from abroad confirm a statement
of the Secretary of War at a meeting held at the War De-
partment on October 29, 1917, in which he said that he was
of the opinion that the major help to be rendered by fra-
ternal societies is in the communities outside rather than in
the camp itself, from which the soldier wants to go when-
ever he has an opportunity.

“The idea in mind is that we found and maintain in cities
in France, to which our soldiers will go when on leave,
quarters in the nature of clubs, open to our men in the
service, where they may receive and entertain their friends,
and where they will find periodicals and newspapers from
the United States, stationery for letter-writing, and modest
opportunities for indulging their musical tastes.

“Our object is to cheer the spirits of the men, to direct,
by this instrumentality, into proper channels the natural
longing of the men for amusement and diversion, and to
afford a place for social recreation.

“Similar activities we contemplate extending to Italy, as
occasion shall present.

“Furthermore, in Switzerland we propose to establish an
agency for the amelioration of the condition of our men
taken prisoners of war. We wish, also, to be free to go to
England, for the reason that the establishment of one or
more such agencies there may be deemed advantageous, and
because the commission desires to obtain the benefits, de-
rived from personal conferences as suggested by English
Freemasons, of the experience of English Masons in similar
service.
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“The commission to organige this work abroad will con-
sist of four or five members appointed by the Grand Master
of Masons in the state of New York. Four of the mem-
bers are:

“Townsend Scudder, Past Grand Master, and Justice of
the Supreme Court of New York. Erastus C. Knight, of
Buffalo, N. Y., ex-Mayor of Buffalo and ex-Comptroller of
the state of New York. William C. Prime, of Yonkers,
N. Y., a member of the New York bar. Rougier Thorne,
of Glen Cove, N. Y., a New York business man.

“All expenses of this enterprise will be borne by the
fraternity. We are hopeful, however, of receiving the
countenance of the United States authorities.

“I am informed that Mr. Raymond B. Fosdick, in charge
of training camp activities, is the official to whom such a
project should be submitted. Is this so? If it is, will you
kindly arrange that I can have an interview with him when
I come to Washington? If he is not the proper official,
who is?

“We would, of course, require passports. What are the
proper steps to take to secure these?

“Your assistance in all this will be highly appreciated.

“Faithfully yours,
“Townsend Scudder.”

In reply I received a telegram from Senator Calder, as

“Postal Telegraph Commercial Cables
TELEGRAM

“167NYDO 37 Govt 830P St Washn DC Apr 9
“Hon. Townsend Scudder, Supreme Court Chambers
“16 Court St., Bklyn, N. Y.

“Have made appointment for you to meet Raymond Fos-
dick in Washington eleven o’clock Friday morning. Come
to Willard for breakfast eight-thirty.

“Wm. M. Calder.”

fol-

Accompanied by Bro. Erastus C. Knight, I joarneyed to Wash-
ington, met Senator Calder, and with him called upon Mr. Fos-
dick. To him was communicated in full our aspirations to en-
gage in war relief work overseas and the insistent demand there-
for coming from members of our fraternity then in service
abroad. Mr. Fosdick then said that, although he was not a
Mason, his grandfather had been, and he, the speaker, was in
sympathy with the ideals of the fraternity and conversant with



REPORT OF THE OVERSEAS MISSION 17

its past history of service in the cause of humanity. He then
went on to say that, in matters of service such as the one under
discussion, the United States government required a responsible
head of an organization with which it contemplated dealing, and
pointed out the difficulties in the path of members of civilian
organizations who might seek to engage in war relief abroad.
He said that the government was endeavoring to codrdinate all
such agencies and unite them in service as far as possible be-
cause of the embarrassment due to the multiplicity of credentials
and the burden these placed upon the Allied governments and
our military authorities. He further said that he understood
that the Masonic fraternity in the United States was ‘‘a disjoint-
ed organization,’’ every state being a separate jurisdiction, in ad-
dition to which there were numerous other Masonic bodies, none
of them in this country owing allegiance to any one head organ-
ization.

‘“The United States War Department,’’ he said, ‘‘ cannot issue
49 separate permits to as many different Masonie Jurisdictions.
The best it could do would be to issue one permit to the fratern-
ity, under which all would have to come, for which purpose a
single head or committee would be necessary which would rep-
resent the entire Masonic fraternity in this country, with which
the government could deal and which it could hold responsible.’’

In reply he was told that, while it was true that there were
these various independent Masonic bodies and Jurisdictions,
they were, nevertheless, in eomplete harmony in the desire for
this service, and would surely unite on a single commtitee to
handle this work, were governmental approval given to a prac-
tical plan of operations which would meet the fraternity’s hopes
and desires.

After considerable discussion of this point, Mr. Fosdick was
so far convinced of the future unity of the fraternity in this
matter that we proceeded to a discussion of the purposes we
had in view and of a plan to carry them into execution. At the
outset of this part of the conference he was told that our fratern-
ity stood ready to adopt any plan of service which the govern-
ment might desire us to follow, and at our own exclusive ex-
pense. In response, he asked if we had not some plan formulat-
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ed to this end. In response to this inquiry, our tentative plan
was outlined to him.

A lengthy discussion of this plan resulted in his hearty ap-
proval, because, as he said, ‘‘there could not be too much of this
sort of work.”” He further stated that if the project were re-
duced to writing and sent to him, he would take up the matter
with Mr. Baker (Secretary of War), but that he could now prom-
ise the approval of the War Department thereto.

The foregoing is, it must be understood, only the substance of
the conversations with Mr. Fosdick. There were two confer-
ences on that day, one in the morning and one in the afternoon,
and the discussion was long and earnest. At these two confer-
ences Mr. Fosdick displayed a mind open to conviction and a
judgment apparently totally unbiased, so much so that the final
impression he made upon us was his evident desire to avail him-
self of our proffered services, even to the extent of thanking the
Masons for offering to contribute their personal services and
financial resources to the welfare of our soldiers and sailors.

This interview was followed by a letter, dated April 16, 1918,
addressed to Mr. Fosdick as chairman of the Commission on
Training Camp Activities, outlining the tentative plan of the
fraternity :

- “April 16, 1918.
“Raymond B. Fosdick, Esq.,
“Chairman, Commission on Training Camp Activities,
“War Department, Washington, D. C.
“Dear Mr. Fosdick: -

“Agreeable to your suggestion, I have pleasure in out-
lining work New York Masons desire to undertake in Eu-
rope, to the end that you may present it to the Secretary
of War.

“The Freemasons in New York state have, by reason of
many appeals from Europe, become impressed with the
belief that there exists abroad today a new field for helpful
service by the fraternity, and that this field lies not in- the
camps of the United States armies, but in the cities behind
the lines, to which our soldiers go when on leave.

“These communications from abroad confirm a statement
of the Secretary of War at a meeting held at the War De-
partment on October the 29th, 1917, in which he said that
he was of the opinion that the major help to be rendered
by fraternal societies is in the communities outside rather
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than in the camp itself, from which the soldier wants to go
whenever he has an opportunity.

“The idea in mind is that we found and maintain in cities
in France and Great Britain, to which our soldiers will go
when on leave, quarters in the nature of clubs, open to our
men in the service, where they may receive and entertain
their friends, and where they will find periodicals and news-
papers from the United States, stationery for letter-writing,
and modest opportunities for indulging their musical tastes.

“Our object is to cheer the spirits of the men, to direct,
by this instrumentality, into proper channels the natural
longing of the men for amusement and diversion, and to
afford a place for social recreation.

“Similar activities we contemplate extending to Italy as
occasion shall present.

“Furthermore, in Switzerland we propose to establish an
~ agency for the amelioration of the condition of our men
taken prisoners of war. We wish, also, to be free to go to
England, because, besides the establishment of such agen-
cies there as may be deemed advantageous, the commission
desires to obtain the benefit derived from personal confer-
ences suggested by English Freemasons, of the experience
of English Masons in similar service.

“The commission to organize this work abroad will con-
sist of four or five members appointed by the Grand Master
of Masons in the State of New York. Four of the members
are: Townsend Scudder, Past Grand Master, and Justice
of the Supreme Court of New York. Erastus C. Knight,
of Buffalo, N. Y., ex-Mayor of Buffalo and ex-Comptroller
of the state of New York. William C. Prime, of Yonkers,
N. Y., a member of the New York bar. Rougier Thorne,
of Glen Cove, N. Y., a New York business man.

“All expenses of this enterprise will be borne by the
fraternity. We are hopeful, however, of receiving the
countenance of the United States authorities.

“New York has in the service about ten thousand Masons.

“Should it happen that other Masonic Jurisdictions care
to join in this work, it is the wish of the New York Masons
that they be privileged so to do on an even footing and in
conjunction with New York, or, if such other Jurisdictions
have other plans which meet the approval of the Depart-
ment, New York will be glad to join in furthering them, our
ambition being to serve usefully.

“I am enclosing a copy of the pledge that is required of
candidates in the service who join the Masonic fraternity
through our Military Lodge. This Lodge is endeavoring to

79
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encourage and strengthen the young men and to cheer
fathers giving their sons to the country’s service.

“We are open to any suggestion the Secretary of War
cares to make.

“Thanking you for your courtesy,
“Sincerely,
“Townsend Scudder.”

The pledge referred to in the foregoing letter, and enclosed
with it, is as follows:

SEA AND FIELD LODGE, NO. 1, F. & A M,
NEW YORK

We undertake to maintain our part of the war free from
hatred, brutality or graft, true to the American purpose and
ideals.

Aware of the temptations incidental to camp life and the
moral and social wreckage involved, we covenant together
to live the clean life and to seek to establish the American
uniform as a symbol and guaranty of real manhood.

We pledge our example and our influence to make these
ideals dominant in the American Army and Navy.

Particular attention is called at this point in the report to the
designedly elastic nature of the plan outlined in the foregoing
letter. This was so drawn up that any Masonic body or Juris-
diction thereafter wishing to participate in this movement could
do so.

It being proposed to open recreation houses in leaveareas, one
in each, the more Masonic bodies participating, contributing
their respective financial resources, the more leaveareas could
be covered. This elasticity of plan was emphasized in the con-
ferences with Mr. Fosdick, and was thoroughly understood by
him when his approval was given. The object was, obviously,
to enable any and all Masonic bodies to participate in the pro-
jected work abroad, and, at the same time, by so uniting them
all in one project, thereby comply with the unalterable decision
of our government to grant permission to Freemasons for over-
seas service only in case all Masonic bodies desiring to take part
were united in the enterprise.

On April 19th, no word having been received from Mr. Fos-
dick, and wishing to impress upon him as strongly as possible
the loyalty of the fraternity to the government, and its purpose
to do nothing which might in the least embarrass the latter, I
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wrote to Mr. Fosdick, enclosing a letter, dated October 29, 1917,
sent by Grand Master Thomas Penney of New York to the
Grand Masters of the forty-eight other Masonic Jurisdictions in
the United States, the sentiments expressed in which letter had
been approved by our Sister Jurisdictions, and the plan of action
therein outlined endorsed.
“April 19, 1918.
“Hon. Raymond B. Fosdick,
“Chairman Committee on Training Camp Activities,
“War Department, Washington, D. C.
“Dear Mr. Fosdick:
“I am enclosing herewith a copy of the letter sent out by
the Grand Lodge of New York in an effort to meet the
situation raised by the decision of the War Department in
connection with the activities of non-military organizations
in cantonment camps, etc. It occurred to me that perhaps
you would be interested to know what New York state
sought to do and what we believe we accomplished. We
regretted exceedingly that one Jurisdiction seemingly did
not at first see the situation as we did. I am referring to

Georgia.
riis “Sincerely,
“Townsend Scudder.”

“Office of the
“GRAND MASTER OF MASONS IN THE STATE OF
NEW YORK
“Thomas Penney, Grand Master
“Buffalo, N. Y.

. “October 29, 1917.
“Dear Brother Grand Master:
“The fundamental duty of the craft of Masons is loyalty
to the government of the United States. Codperation with,
support of, obedience to the government must and will
mark the fraternity’s efforts to do its bit in the war. Its
purpose being to support and to uphold those in authority,
and having no quarrel with any governmental agency nor
with any organization equally zealous to serve, the craft
will countenance no controversy nor permit itself to be

drawn into one.

“The present is not a time for criticism. Because danger
lurks in ill-advised action having for purpose the broaden-
ing of the government’s rules with reference to fraternal
societies’ activities in military establishments, it seems wise
that every precaution be taken to prevent what might place
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the Craft in a false light and blight its hope to be con-
structively helpful to the men with the colors, to the people,
and to the government.

“Since the scope of Masonic service has not been defined,
an informal meeting of the representatives of our several
Jurisdictions, or of as many of them as can conveniently
be brought together, seems timely, to the end that Masonic
service in this war crisis, vital to our beloved country, may
be discussed and, if possible, recommendations agreed upon
having for object the efficient codperation of all Masons
in the United States in the service of government and
country.

“With this patriotic object in view, I have pleasure in
offering the hospitality of the Grand Lodge of New York
to such a gathering, and if the response hereto confirms me
in my present view, will gladly designate a time and place.
The wisdom of refraining from action or declaration until
the scope of the fraternity’s service can be determined, lest
its position be prejudiced, needs no comment.

“With assurances of profound esteem, and hoping for an
expression of your views at no distant date, I am,

“Fraternally yours,
“Thomas Penney,

“Grand Master.
“By the Grand Master,

“Robert Judson Kenworthy,
“Grand Secretary.”

Eight days having elapsed without a reply from Mr. Fosdick
my letter of April 16th, and feeling somewhat nervous at re-
ceiving no word, I took advantage of the kind offer of Senator
Calder to assist in forwarding the enterprise as far as he could

do so, and sent him the following letter:

“April 24, 1918.
“Honorable William M. Calder,

“U. 8. Senate, Washington, D. C.
“Dear Senator:

“Please drop in at the first opportunity and see Mr. Ray-
mond B. Fosdick and prod him a little on our matter. I
do not want to be importunate, but on the other hand it is
quite important that we get our necessary papers, etc.

“Faithfully yours,
“Townsend Scudder.

“I have sent Mr. Fosdick all the data he requested. Sorry
to trouble you. T. S.”
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The day after the foregoing letter to Senator Calder the fol-
lowing two letters were received from Mr. Fosdick, both dated
April 23, 1918, one promising the full support of the War De-
partment in the prosecution of our work, and the other express-
ing appreciation of the loyal support by the fraternity to the
government in the situation which it had to face two or three
months previously.

By this Mr. Fosdick referred to the situation created by the
Secretary of War’s permission to a secret, sectarian society, the
Knights of Columbus, as a recognized relief organization, to do
social service work in camps and cantonments, to the exclusion
of the Masonic brotherhood, a non-sectarian, self-financing so-
ciety, and other similar bodies.

“WAR DEPARTMENT
“Commission on Training Camp Activities,
“Washington, April 23, 1918.
“Honorable Townsend Scudder,
“Supreme Court, State of New York,
“Mineola, N. Y.
“My dear Judge Scudder:

“I have your interesting letter of April 16th, outlining the
work which the New York Masons desire to undertake in
Europe in connection with the welfare of our troops. I am
gratified to know that your commission is sailing soon, and
I can promise you the full support of the War Department
in the prosecution of your work.

“Please let me know if at any time I can be of any as-
sistance. Cordially yours,

“Raymond B. Fosdick,
“Chairman.”

“WAR DEPARTMENT
“Commission on Training Camp Activities
“Washington, April 23, 1918.
“Honorable Townsend Scudder,
“Supreme Court, State of New York,
“Mineola, N. Y.
“My dear Judge Scudder:

“Thank you for your letter of April 19th enclosing a copy
of the communication sent out by the Grand Lodge of New
York in connection with the situation which we had to face
two or three months ago. I did not realize what loyal sup-
port your organization gave us at that time, and I am con-
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fident that it was responsible in no small degree for the
harmonious relations finally established.
“With warm personal regards,
“Cordially yours,
“Raymond B. Fosdick,
“Chairman.”

Because of the receipt of the foregoing letters of April 23d,
there was sent to Senator Calder the following letter, dated
April 25, 1918, and a telegram dated May 2, 1918, from Senator
Calder was received in reply:

“April 25, 1918.
“Honorable William M. Calder,

“U. 8. Senate, Washington, D. C.
“Dear Calder:

“I have received word from Mr. Raymond B. Fosdick,
chairman of the Commission on Training Camp Activities,
stating ‘I can promise you the full support of the War De-
partment in the prosecution of your work.’

“The next point is how we should proceed in connection
with passports, and what credentials we ought to have from
Fosdick’s Committee, or the Secretary of War, so that when
we apply for our passports the evidence that we are entitled
to them or that our work has received this endorsement
may be at hand. Can you make this inquiry and let me
know? Faithfully,

“Townsend Scudder.”

“WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM
“Received at 313 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.
“St Washington DC 1156 A M May 2 1918

“The Hon. Townsend Scudder

“Supreme Court Chambers Bklyn NY

“Mr Fosdick advises you address him at once concerning

Masonic plans for work abroad he will be glad to expedite
passports and any other business that your commission has

in mind
“Wm M Calder 132PM”

About the time of the receipt of the telegram of May 2d from
Senator Calder there reached me the following letter from Mr.
Fosdick, dated April 30, 1918:



REPORT OF THE OVERSEAS MISSION 85

“WAR DEPARTMENT
“Commission on Training Camp Activities
“Washington, April 30, 1918.
“Honorable Townsend Scudder,
“Supreme Court of the State of New York,
“Mineola, N. Y.
“My dear Judge Scudder:

“Confidentially, I am sailing for France next week, to
look up the whole matter of recreation for the troops both
in France and England. Is there anything that we ought
to say to each other before I go? When does your Mission
start, and are there any further plans that have been de-
veloped? Cordially yours,

“Raymond B. Fosdick, Chairman.”

On May 2, 1918, Mr. Fosdick’s communication of April 30th
was answered by the following letter:

“SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
“Mineola, N. Y., May 2, 1918.
“Hon. Raymond B. Fosdick,
“Chairman Commission on Training Camp Activities,
“Washington, D. C.
“Dear Mr. Fosdick:

“Thank you very much for yours of April the 30th. 1
should like to see you before you sail. Do you expect to
spend any days in New York? The Grand Lodge of Ma-
sons meets on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of next
week, May 7th, 8th and 9th, and on the evening of the
9th there is to be a Conference of the Grand Masters of the
several states of the Union, which will be held in New
York. At this Conference Masonic work along the lines
which we have discussed will be taken up.

“I do not think that we will be able to sail before June,
and I have been wondering whether in order to secure the
necessary passports, etc., I did not require some certificate
from your department in a general way approving our plan,
as a supplement perhaps to the letter I received from you
perhaps a week ago.

“My home is 112 Willow Street, Brooklyn; telephone
Main 4872, and I will be there every evening. I mention
this so perhaps you could find time to communicate with
me so that I could call upon you. I hope so.

“Sincerely,
“Townsend Scudder.”
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‘Word was received on April 30th or May 1st from Mr. Fos-
dick by a long distance telephone that he was to be in New York
and could be reached at the Hotel Prince George or at the Rock-
efeller Foundation in the Borough of Manhattan.

Being myself unable to meet Mr. Fosdick at the time set by
him, because I was presiding at a term of the Supreme Court
at that time, and because Mr. Fosdick could not meet me in the
evening, I requested Bro. William C. Prime, a member of the
Masonic Overseas Mission, to meet Mr. Fosdick in my stead, and
ascertain from him what information, in addition to that already
given him ‘‘concerning our Masonic plans for work abroad,’’
he had in mind, and which called forth the telegram of May 2d
from Senator Calder. I also sought information as to the form
of the Masonic Mission’s credentials, and the necessary steps
to be taken to secure from the State Department the proper pass-
ports.

Bro. Prime was received by Mr. Fosdick at the Rockefeller
Foundation, and the salient points of the ensuing conference
were transmitted to me by Bro. Prime by the following letter,
dated May 3, 1918:

“R.E. & A. ]J. PRIME
“25 Warburton Avenue, Yonkers, N. Y.
and 2 Rector Street, New York City
“Yonkers, N. Y., May 3, 1918,
“Hon. Townsend Scudder,
“Glen Head, N. V.
“Dear Judge: R

“As you requested on Wednesday, I immediately got hold
of Mr. Fosdick on the telephone at Washington, and found
he was coming to New York on Thursday night, to be here
this morning, and he made an appointment with me at the
Rockefeller Foundation, 61 Broadway, where I have just
seen him, and gone over fully with him the business of
paving the way for the departure of the Mission.

“He told me that he had done everything that he thought
he could do, excepting that he would immediately write and
send to Mr. McBride, his assistant, a letter to the State
Department, which you could pick up in Washington, and
which he thought would forestall any difficulties, and ensure
the issue of passports. I gave him the personnel of the
Mission, of which he made a note, and told him somewhat
of our plan.
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“He showed a lively interest in what I said, and discussed
with me at some length the subject of rents in Paris and
elsewhere; said that he would be in Paris early in May,
would see Carter, make general inquiry regarding rents and
conditions, and write you fully from Paris. He said that
he expected his trip would be very brief, and he might get
back before we left, but would write in any case, giving you
full information as far as he could obtain it.

“He is to be at the Prince George tonight, and I think
will sail tomorrow or next day. I told him that I would
write you immediately the result of our interview, and that
it might be that you would endeavor to get in touch with
him later, and before he sailed.

“Very truly yours,
“W. C. Prime.”

COOPERATION OF THE Y. M. C. A. SOUGHT

Upon receipt of the letter of Mr. Fosdick, dated April 234,
promising us ‘‘the full support of the War Department in the
prosecution of our work’’ overseas, we sought an interview with
the International Committee of the Young Men’s Christian As-
sociation to secure from them, if possible, their codperation in
our undertaking in Europe at least to the extent of giving us
the advantage of the facilities of travel enjoyed by them through
the courtesy of the French authorities to enable us more quickly
and with the least delay to pass from one leavearea to another
in organizing and prosecuting our work. We felt the more
justified in seeking this coOperation because of the fact that
Freemasons had contributed to the Y. M. C. A. large sums of
money to assist the work of the latter.

Through the kind offices of R. W. Jacob C. Klinck an inter-
view was had on April 26, 1918, between Mr. C. V. Hibbard, As-
sociate General Secretary of the International Committee of the
Y. M. C. A, and a Masonic committee composed of Brothers
Townsend Scudder, Rev. Dr. Charles C. Albertson, Rev. Dr.
Clarence A. Barbour, and Rev. Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, at which
the plan and scope of our projected overseas work were laid be-
fore Mr. Hibbard and fully explained and discussed, and we told
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him we were seeking the cobperation of the Y. M. C. A., par-
ticularly in the matter of travel in Europe, as heretofore set
forth. Mr. Hibbard first inquired if we had government con-
sent, to which we replied in the affirmative, and he was prom-
ised a copy of my letter of April 16, 1918, addressed to Ray-
mond B. Fosdick and a copy of Mr. Fosdick's reply thereto, dated
April 23d. These were subsequently duly sent to Mr. Hibbard.

Mr. Hibbard stated to our committee that he was not in a
position to promise us the codperation we sought, but saw no rea-
son why it should not be accorded us if we brought ourselves
under the rules governing the Y. M. C. A. in its relations with
the Allied governments. He went on to say that our proposal
for cooperation would have to be submitted to Dr. John R. Mott,
General Secretary of the Y. M. C. A, who was abroad, whose
return he suggested we await. As time was a vital element, we
suggested that our proposal be cabled to Dr. Mott. To this he
assented, saying he would send the cable upon receipt from us
of the facts in writing. Pursuant to this understanding the
following letter, dated April 27, 1918, with the enclosures there-
in mentioned, was sent to Mr. Hibbard, the expense of cabling
being duly paid by us:

“C. V. Hibbard, Esq.,
“Overseas Dept.,, Y. M. C. A,
“347 Madison Avenue, New York.
“Dear Mr. Hibbard:

“I am enclosing herewith a copy of my letter to Mr.
Raymond B. Fosdick, chairman of the Commission on
Training Camp Activities of the War Department, and a
copy of his reply thereto under date of April the 23rd. My
letter to Mr. Fosdick was a resumé of the conversation
which I had with him in Washington when I first pre-
sented the hopes of the Masonic fraternity in connection
with war relief service overseas. For your convenience and
use, if it meets with your approval, I am sending a synopsis
of our plan to be cabled to Europe agreeably to the sug-
gestion of yesterday. I am also enclosing the pledge ex-
acted of the young men in the service, sons of Masons, who
join the fraternity in anticipation of their overseas service.

“Faithfully yours, Townsend Scudder.
“112 Willow Street,
“Brooklyn, N. Y.

“April 27, 1918.
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“Permit me to thank you for your very courteous recep-
tion and for your generous donation of time. T. 8.”

The following is a copy of the proposed cable to Dr. Mott en-
closed in the foregoing letter of April 27th:

IN THE MATTER OF MASONIC OVERSEAS WAR
RELIEF WORK

The Masonic fraternity purposes maintaining in cities in
France and Great Britain, and in Italy when time is ripe,
to which American soldiers go when on leave or recuper-
ating, quarters in the nature of clubs, open to all men in
the service, but where Masons in the service will be hosts,
may receive and entertain their friends, reciprocating cour-
tesies received, and where they will find American litera-
ture, amusement and useful information. The object is to
cheer the men and direct into proper channels their natural
longing for amusement and diversion.

In Switzerland it is intended to establish an agency to
reach and ameliorate the condition of Masons, prisoners in
Germany.

The War Department has approved this work. The
Masonic committee going to Europe to organize it feel that
the facility of movement enjoyed by the Y. M. C. A, if
extended to their committee, will facilitate its work. To
this extent they ask the privilege of working under the
Y. M. C. A. Can this privilege be accorded them?

Subsequently to the sending of the cablegram, numerous in-
terviews with officials of the Y. M. C. A. were had, and consider-
able correspondence exchanged, culminating in the following
letter:

“THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF YOUNG
MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS
“347 Madison Avenue, New York City

“September 24, 1918.
“Judge Townsend Scudder,

“Glen Head, Long Island, N. Y.
“My dear Judge Scudder:

“I wish to acknowledge your letter setting forth the de-
sires of the Masonic fraternity to share in those helpful
ministries to the soldiers overseas with which the Y. M.
C. A. has been identified, and intimating that, while you may
be moving along independent lines, there will be abundant
opportunities for coSperation, and indeed codrdination,
between the efforts of the Masonic fraternity and the
Y. M. C. A. Pending the presentation of your proposals
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formally to the Comniittee on Overseas Activities, I have
consulted with Dr. Mott and his associate, Mr. Brockman,
and we are altogether certain that your suggestions will
find a hearty response in formal action when the commit-
tee meets.

“As you know, and as is quite natural, we have in the
secretarial staff overseas a considerable number who belong
to the Masonic membership in the United States. It would
be perfectly possible, therefore, for us either to assign or
release some of these to specific tasks where you might de-
sire cobperation. There are individual types of work which
we are carrying on or special areas within which we operate
which might likewise be designated as the sphere of your
special interests. I understand, however, that there is pos-
sibility of your being given by the military some special
assignment of work. While it is natural that such work
as you undertake will have a peculiar interest to members
of the Masonic fraternity, who are in the army, your plan
as indicated in your letter is in perfect alignment with our
own policy, namely, to minister freely to the needs of all.
In every way, therefore, it seems to me that we shall be
able to codperate heartily, and you may count upon our
organization and our personnel to assist you in every wsy
that is within our power. Perhaps I ought to call attention,
however, to our own limitations which may appear when we
come to discuss definite plans, namely, that we will have
to be subject to existing military regulations, and likewise
to the necessities of practical administration of our work
calling for a certain degree of freedom and elasticity in all
special designations and a certain mobility of our personnel
as to their movements under war conditions.

“We shall then await with interest some future word
from you as to the special service that you feel we might
render, and the practical codperation that we can extend
and this will appear more clearly as you discover the lines
along which your activities overseas will move.

“Very cordially yours,
“C. R. Watson.”

The further negotiations of the Masonic Mission with the Y.
C. A. after the government, notwithstanding its former and
early approval and promises, had finally refused us permission
for independent service abroad, will be set forth later in this

report.
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CONFERENCE OF GRAND MASTERS OF MASONS IN
NEW YORK, MAY 9, 1918

Negotiations with the government had now progressed so far
that it was feasible to call the proposed Conference of Grand
Masters and lay before them a definite plan for overseas service
by the fraternity. The call for this Conference was issued by
M. W. Thomas Penney, Grand Master of New York, on April
17, 1918.

It will be noted that this call was issued after the first inter-
view with Mr. Fosdick in Washington, in which he had given
his oral approval of our overseas project, but prior to the re-
ceipt of his written approval. This was because of the implicit
confidence reposed in Mr. Fosdick’s word, and because also of
insistent demands from the many thousands of Masons in ser-
vice in Europe for action abroad by the Masonic fraternity at
the earliest possible moment.

Recalling the requirement by the government that all Masons
participating in this projected overseas service be united so that
one permission could be granted to them collectively, and be-
cause it was desirable that this work be performed by as many
Masonic bodies as possible, and not by the Masons of New York
only, such a conference of Grand Masters became at this point
in the progress of our enterprise imperative. The following is
the letter of April 17, 1918, calling such conference, and the
printed outline of subjects for discussion thereat enclosed in such
letter of call:

“Office of the
“GRAND MASTER OF MASONS IN THE STATE OF
NEW YORK
“866 Ellicott Square, Buffalo
“Thomas Penney, April 17, 1918.
“Grand Master.
“Dear Brother Grand Master:

“In November last I addressed the Grand Masters of
the several Masonic Jurisdictions in the United States,
touching upon the war conditions and the opportunities and
responsibilities resting upon Free Masonry in that connec-
tion, with particular reference to the desirability of a con-
ference of Grand Masters for consideration of war prob-
lems and concerted constructive action in that regard.
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“The letter was issued to all of our Sister Jurisdictions,
and responses were received from more than a majority, so
patriotically spontaneous that I felt impelled to follow up
my suggestion by calling a conference. Owing, however,
to the suggestions from a number, of pending sessions of
their respective Grand Lodges, to which they desired the
subject referred, or of early termiination of their term of
office, and therefore authority, and desire that the matter
be taken in hand by their successors, I have withheld action
until now it seems appropriate that the call should issue.

“I therefore suggest that a conference of the representa-
tives of the several Grand Jurisdictions be held at the
Masonic Hall, New York City, on the evening of Thurs-
day, May 9, 1918, at 8:00 o’clock, to continue from day to
day until the necessary business of such conference can
properly be canvassed and transacted, and its purposes at
least put in the way of accomplishment.

“Merely as a suggestion, and in order that you may have
an opportunity of considering before we get together the
scope of such a session, I have thought it well to outline
somewhat the subjects for discussion, and accompanying
this letter you will see printed the agenda, so far as it
can now be formulated. It will be helpful if you will give
this outline your careful consideration as promptly as con-
venient, and advise me in ample time of any additional
suggestions that you have to make for business, or subjects
to be considered.

“May I hope for a prompt response, assuring your co-
operation and representation?

“Sincerely and fraternally,
“Thomas Penney,
“Grand Master.”

OUTLINE OF SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION AND
CONSIDERATION AT CONFERENCE OF
GRAND MASTERS TO BE HELD AT
NEW YORK CITY, MAY 9, 1918

1. It is ascertained that in the near future the govern-
ment will bring home those men who have been so severely
injured as to be incapable of useful service abroad. They
will be blind, crippled, deaf, demented. Extensive hospitals
on the seaboard and elsewhere are in process of establish-
ment for their reception, classification and separation ac-
cording to their needs, and other hospitals are also in pro-
cess of establishment for the special treatment of other
particular ills.
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It is planned to establish instrumentalities for reconstruc-
tion and re¥ducation of derelicts.

This important business is already undertaken and car-
ried on both in France and in England. It will naturally
be largely, if not wholly, under government control and
maintenance.

Query: What can Free Masonry do for its own and
others and what should it do, and how, in connection with
this important business?

2, Various stations will be established throughout the
country for the reception and treatment of convalescents.
In this work women can be of inestimable service, and the
opportunity both for men and women to minister to our
wounded, to entertain and occupy their minds, will be
enormous.

Query: What can Free Masonry do and how, in this im-
portant business?

3. The Red Cross, Y. M. C. A, Y. M. H. A, and K. of
C. are performing valiant service at camps and at the front
in connection with the welfare of the men, moral and other-
wise.

Query: Are these instrumentalities sufficient or all that
can usefully be employed for the moral stabilizing of the
men at the front or in camps, particularly the men engaged
in the service?

4. The employment by Free Masonry of chaplains or
other agencies at home and abroad, in camps and elsewhere
in connection with the maintenance of moral standards and
close touch between the men in the service and their friends
at home.

5. The Grand Lodge of New York is about to despatch
R. W. Erastus C. Knight, who will be joined later by
M. W. Townsend Scudder, as its representatives to France.
They are commissioned to organize such agency or agencies
as the circumstances require to minister to Free Masons in
the service generally, save as respects supplying them with
funds. Their instructions cover duties which will demand
constant touch with members of the Craft, and keeping
them in touch with friends and relatives at home.

Query: Will other Jurisdictions participate in this ser-
vice, either in respect of independent agencies or codpera-
tion in the expense of one representative or set of repre-
sentatives?

6. Certain camps, such as Camp Merritt at Tenafly,
N. J., are being employed for concentration and embarka-
tion of soldiers. Men frequently are despatched thither for

93
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immediate transportation abroad, who have not been home
or in touch with friends or kin for considerable periods.
They are disheartened, home-sick, low-spirited.

Query: Should Masonic agents, working independently
or under the wing of the Y. M. C. A. or Red Cross, be em-
ployed at such camps to cheer, assist, and otherwise min-
ister to Free Masons who may be thus situated, and if so,
with what scope of authority as to funds, and how main-
tained?

7. An inevitable consequence of the war will be the
human wrecks or partial wrecks of middle age, or less than
middle age, most of them comparative youths. Also men
physically fit, but requiring aid and employment.

They will require assistance to maintain themselves, and
their dependents also will require assistance financially and
otherwise.

Query: Ways and means to cope with this problem.
Should it be nation-wide, codperative, strong Jurisdictions
assisting weak, or should each Jurisdiction arrange to take
care of its own?

If the former, should a general Masonic fund be accu-
mulated? If so, how and how administered?

8. What are the several Grand Jurisdictions in the
United States now doing?

This Conference met on May 9, 1918, and continued its sittings
over May 10th, and was actually attended by twelve Grand
Jurisdictions. In addition, letters approving the purpose of the
Conference and promising support and codperation were received
from many others, making a participation, in person or by letter,

by 37 Masonic Jurisdictions in the United States.

The following resolution was adopted by the conference:

RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT A CONFERENCE OF
GRAND MASTERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF
GRAND JURISDICTIONS OF FREE AND AC-
CEPTED MASONS IN THE UNITED STATES,
HELD ON MAY 10, 1918.

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Brethren here as-
sembled, hailing from the following Grand Jurisdictions—
Massachusetts, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Oklahoma, Ohio,
New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Oregon, New
Hampshire and New York—that there is present need for
Masonic service overseas to minister to Masons with the
colors in the forces of the United States; that some service
lies in the cities, the recreation centers to which the boys
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go in large numbers while on leave, in work that may be
approved by the War Department; that in such cities, seem-
ingly, there should be established general Masonic head-
quarters where Masons may receive Masonic welcome, com-
fort and encouragement, and where our boys may be hosts
at home; that the duplication of such headquarters in one
and the same town would be a waste of energy and funds;
that such headquarters be manned from time to time by
workers from any or all of our Jurisdictions as circum-
stances permit; that the expense thereof be paid so far as
possible out of a general fund; that the fund be dedicated to
Masonic Fraternal Service Overseas; that the several Ma-
sonic Jurisdictions be invited to contribute to this fund on
an annual basis for each member; that the management of
the fund be entrusted to a committee composed of repre-
sentatives of the several contributing Jurisdictions selected
as each Jurisdiction sees fit; that each such Jurisdiction cast
one vote; that this service be in no wise exclusive, but
rather a tribute to and token of Masonic brotherhood with-
out regard to territorial divisions; that we recommend that
the several Grand Lodges in the United States create War
Boards ready to engage in this work as demand may ap-
pear, and we also recommend the presentation of this plan
to our several Jurisdictions.

The minutes of the proceedings of the Conference of Grand
Masters of May 9th were duly printed, and a copy thereof, in-
cluding said resolution, in book form, sent to every Sister Juris-
diction in the United States.

Publicity of the projected plan of Masonic Service abroad, as
approved by the government, was given through the medium of
the Associated Press, and this news was enthusiastically received
by the Masonic fraternity, which promptly commenced raising
among its members the funds to meet the expenses of the enter-
prise. Many members of the fraternity now volunteered their
services. Our plan having thus received governmental approval
and endorsement, and the Masons standing ready to meet the
other requirements of the Department, willing to give their per-
sonal servieces, and able of themselves to meet all financial de-
mands, nothing seemed now necessary save the issuance of formal
passports by the State Department.
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EFFORTS TO SECURE PASSPORTS

Mr. Fosdick had notified us that, to expedite the securing of
our passports, he had written a letter, addressed to the Secretary
of State, which we could procure by calling at the office of the
Commission on Training Camp Activities, in the War Depart-
ment, Washington. It will be recalled that this is the Commis-
sion of which Mr. Fosdick is chairman.

Mr. Fosdick had previously advised us that it would be neces-
sary for us to present to the Secretary of State, in addition to
his above-mentioned letter, a certificate from the Grand Master
of Masons in New York of the appointment of the personnel of
the Masonic Overseas Mission.

A few days were allowed to elapse after the adjournment of
the New York Conference above described to enable those at-
tending, after their return home, to communicate the names of
any whom they might wish to have included in the personnel of
the mission, it being understood that if none were so designated,
the mission as then constituted was to proceed.

On May 19th, no such designations having been received, your
chairman and Bro. Erastus C. Knight went to Washington and
duly called at the office of the Commission on Training Camp
Activities, where we were received by Mr. Malcolm L. MeBride,
acting chairman in the absence of Mr. Fosdick, who delivered to
us the letter signed by Mr. Fosdick, and addressed to the Secre-
tary of State. The following is a copy of this letter:

“WAR DEPARTMENT
“Commission on Training Camp Activities
. “Washington, May 6, 1918.
“The Honorable the Secretary of State,
“Washington.

“Sil'z

“Mr. Justice Scudder, of the Supreme Court of New York,
is the chairman of a commission of five men representing
the Masons of New York who are applying for passports
to study the situation overseas as far as the leisure time
activities of our troops is concerned, with the idea of pro-
viding whatever may be necessary both for their own con-
stituent membership and others in the army who may need
their services. We have already approved the issuance of
passports to two other fraternal organizations, and I am
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sincerely hopeful that no objection will be interposed in
the case of Judge Scudder’s commission.
“Respectfully yours,
“Raymond B. Fosdick,
“Chairman.”
‘We had with us our letter of eredentials signed by Grand Mas-
ter William S. Farmer, dated May 6, 1918, addressed to Hon.
Robert Lansing, Secretary of State, a copy of which follows:

“Office of the
“GRAND MASTER OF MASONS IN THE STATE OF
NEW YORK
“Masonic Temple,

“Syracuse, May 6, 1918.
“Hon. Robert Lansing,

“Secretary of State,
“Washington, D. C.
“My dear Sir: .

“I beg to inform you that I have appointed Hon. Town-
send Scudder, Justice of the Supreme Court of the state of
New York, Hon. Erastus C. Knight, one-time Mayor of the
city of Buffalo and one-time Comptroller of the state of
New York; Rev. Oscar F. R. Treder, Dean of Garden City
Cathedral, Garden City, L. 1.; Mr. Rougier Thorne, of Glen
Cove, L. 1., and Mr. William C. Prime, of Yonkers, N. Y.,
to constitute a mission to Freemasons in the United States
forces overseas, whose particular duties are to visit France,
Italy, Switserland and Great Britain, and to establish and
maintain such agencies for the comfort and cheer of Free-
masons in particular in the military and naval service of
the United States in the present war, as seem possible and
practicable.

“To the end that they may have free and safe conduct,
as far as is possible in the circumstances, I beg to request
that their journey be facilitated by all means in your power,
and that passports and other necessary credentials in the
name of the United States government be issued to them
with all convenient speed.

“The duration of their stay is uncertain, but it is likely
that Mr. Knight will remain abroad longer than the others.

“Respectfully yours,
“William S. Farmer,
“Grand Master.”

Upon receiving from the acting chairman, Mr. McBride, Mr.
Fosdick’s letter to Secretary of State, we inquired where it
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should be presented, and if an appointment for that purpose was
necessary. He replied that, while we might, as a matter of
courtesy, take our letters to the office of the Secretary of State,
we would doubtless be referred directly to the passport bureau,
where the letters would be received and filed. He further in-
vited us, should we there encounter any delays, to communicate
with him, when he would take care of the matter.

With a feeling of confidence we left Mr. McBride and carried
our letters to the office of the Secretary of State, and presented
ourselves at the office of Mr. Polk, counsellor to the Secretary.
Mr. Polk was absent, ill, and the person in charge of his office
directed us to take our letters to the passport bureau, saying:
““I will eall them up and tell them you are coming so as to ob-
viate any delay, and the matter will be given immediate atten-
tion.”” We stood there while the passport bureau was called
up. I heard the conversation, and could supply the rest. It
seems the head of the bureau was not in, and would not be in,
but his deputy was, a gentleman by the name of Walsh or Weleh.
He was told that we were coming to take up the passports, and
to facilitate in every way that he could.

We went over to the passport bureau, which we found filled
with people. I sent in my card; a man came out, asked who
we were. I told him that we were the men about whom the
Secretary of State’s office had spoken to him a few moments
before over the telephone. He said, ‘““What can I do to serve
you?”’ I said, ‘‘It will probably take a few moments. Shall we
sit down? I see you have some people in your private office,
and we will gladly await our turn.”’” He said, ‘‘That is very
kind of you, and I will get rid of them as soon as I can.’’

I did not care to announce our business out in the main ante-
room, thus erowded with people. In a few moments we were
shown into his office. ‘‘Now,’’ he said, ‘‘what is it you wish?”
I said, ‘““We are here to obtain passports for the Masonic Mis-
sion going overseas to engage in war relief work in the recreation
centers of our soldiers.”” ‘‘I am opposed to it,’’ were the laconie
words which greeted us. Of course, he was but a clerk in an
office, seemingly vested with no great discretion. I said to him,
‘“‘But the War Department has passed upon this. Are you
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conscious of that fact?’’ ¢‘‘Oh,’’ he said, ‘‘the War Department
does not finally decide these things.’” I said, ‘‘Who does?’’
He said, ‘“We do.”” I said, ‘““Who are ‘we’?’’ ‘‘Why,”’ he
said, ‘it is decided here in the first instance.”’ I said, ‘“Where
is it deeided in the last instance?’’ ‘‘Well,”’ he said, ‘‘of course,
ultimately it may get to the Secretary of State if appeal is taken
to him.”’ I said, ‘‘Then you are the tribunal to whom this
matter must now be presented?’’ ‘‘Yes,”’ he replied. I said,
“Very well, then. We will sit down and I will go over it gladly
with you.”’ He said, ‘It is quite unnecessary.’’ ‘‘But,’’ said
I, “my dear sir, you certainly want to have the facts, do you
not?”’ He answered, ‘‘You told them to me and I understand
it all. You are a Masonic Mission seeking to go overseas to
engage in war relief work. We do not approve of such activities
by secret societies. If you are permitted to have your passports
to engage in this work, then we have got to permit every other
secret society to engage in the same work, which would include
every Greek letter society. We will not permit it. We cannot
doit.”” I told him that our work overseas was in no way iden-
tified with our usual activities as a secret society, that our ser-
viee was to be of the same general nature as that of the Y. M. C.
A. and the Knights of Columbus, and that a ruling which would
be applicable to college secret societies could not hold good with
us. To which he replied that ‘‘The principle is the same.”’ I
said, ‘‘I hardly anticipated this situation. I could not myself
render judgment upon a matter coming before me on as little
evidence as you have here, and I really feel it should be more
deliberately presented and considered.’’ He said, ‘‘That is
quite unnecessary, quite unnecessary. If you want to file your
papers here, you can, of course.”’ I said, ‘‘“We have our papers
and were told to file them here, so I will file them, but do not
act upon them. I will take the matter up in other quarters, for
I think there must be some misunderstanding.’’ He said, ‘“We
won’t act upon them until we hear from higher up,’’ or some-
thing of that kind, and we parted.

‘We immediately returned to the office of the Commission on
Training Camp Activities, and related to Mr. McBride our ex-
perienee at the passport bureau. He showed considerable as-
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tonishment and annoyance over our treatment, and said that he
would at once place himself in communication with the Secretary
of War and arrange for a meeting between us. After some
telephoning by Mr. McBride, he told us that he ecould not ar-
range for an interview with Secretary Baker, but had instrue-
tions to take us to Mr. Keppel, the Third Assistant Secretary of
War, under whose jurisdiction our matter came.

Accompanied by Mr. McBride, we then repaired to the office
of the Third Assistant Secretary of War, Mr. F. P. Keppel, by
whom we were most courteously received. The object of our call
having been briefly stated by Mr. McBride, Mr. Keppel asked
me to tell him in detail everything which had transpired in the
passport bureau, which I did. He listened with great attention,
occasionally asking questions, inquiring specifically for the name
of the man with whom we had had the conversation. When I
had finished Mr. Keppel said, in substance, ‘‘This is very extra-
ordinary, and I do not understand it at all. Conditions are
changing from day to day, and it may be that the State Depart-
ment has instructions regarding passports not communicated to
the War Department. I will take up the matter with Secretary
Baker and the Secretary of State, and advise you what to do.’’

I drew attention to the fact that, before going to the passport
bureau, we had called at the office of Mr. Polk, counsellor to the
Secretary of State, where we had been instructed how to proceed
and what to do with our letters, and this officc made the ap-
pointment for us with the passport bureau, a proceeding not
necessary had the bureau instructions not to issue passports in
a case such as ours, approved by the War Department. Upon
his saying, ‘‘The matter will be fully looked into,’’ we took our
leave.

Bro. Knight and I at once returned to Mr. Polk’s office,
where we saw his secretary, a gentleman by the name of, I think,
Howell, to whom I related all the steps taken by us in our enter-
prise from the time we made known to Mr. Fosdick our ambi-
tions to the conversation with Mr. Keppel, just concluded. We
asked him to call the matter to the attention of Mr. Polk as soon
as he saw him, saying we would like to see Mr. Polk personally.
I then and there, also, for the first time voiced my suspicion that
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there might be at work influences hostile to the Masonie fratern-
ity in its endeavor to serve the soldiers overseas. Feeling that
the utmost plain speaking was now needed to avoid a superficial
consideration and hasty decision in this passport matter, and
that, if our matter were taken up in earnest with the State De-
partment, it would come before Mr. Polk, I addressed Mr.
Howell in substance as follows:

That our fraternity had an active membership of nearly 2,000,-
000, that it had been identified with every great work of service
in the history of our country, that it had been wounded by its
exclusion from participation in war relief work in camps and
cantonments in the United States, that announcement of the
consent of the War Department had been received by the fra-
ternity with enthusiasm, that all over our country Masons were
making financial arrangements to meet the expense of the over-
seas work, to engage in which permission had been received
from the government, and that, if at this stage of our progress,
we should find ourselves confronted by an insuperable obstacle
to carrying out our projected service work, great and wide-
spread resentment might well be aroused. For these reasons I
urged that these facts be laid before Mr. Polk to the end that,
when the matter came before him he might be fully apprised of
its importance and give it his personal consideration.

In all these conversations and efforts to achieve our aims it
was also my firm endeavor not to embarrass the government in
the war crisis in which our country then found itself, knowing
that such a course was the only one to meet with the fraternity’s
approval, while, at the same time, leaving no stone unturned to
reach the goal of our ambitions.

‘We now returned to New York to await the promised advices
from the Third Assistant Secretary of War.
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CORRESPONDENCE WITH WAR DEPARTMENT DUR-
ING MR. FOSDICK’S ABSENCE

Shortly after our return from Washington, a letter dated
May 23, 1918, was received from Mr. F. P. Keppel, Third As
sistant Secretary of War, of which the following is a copy:

“WAR DEPARTMENT
“Office of the

“Third Assistant Secretary.
“Washington, May 23, 1918.
“Honorable Townsend Scudder,
“112 Willow Street,
“Brooklyn, N. Y.
“Dear Judge Scudder:

“I took up with the Secretary of War the proposed trip
of yourself and your associates to France, and Mr. Baker
feels with regard to this suggestion, and that of several
others now before him, that, as Mr. Fosdick is now in
France himself, it would be better for all such proposals to
await his return before a definite decision is made.

“I am asking Mr. McBride to bring the case of the pro-
posed visits of the representatives of the Masons to Mr.
Fosdick’s attention by cable, so that he will be prepared to
give a prompt reply upon his return.

“Yours very truly, F. P. Keppel,
“Third Assistant Secretary.”

The foregoing letter of May 23rd was followed by another
letter from Mr. Keppel, dated June 1, 1918, of which the follow-
ing is a copy:

“WAR DEPARTMENT
“Office of the
“Third Assistant Secretary.
“Washington, June 1, 1918.
“Dear Judge Scudder:

“Pursuant to the understanding reached at our talk a few
days ago, I took up with Mr. Fosdick by cable the question
of your plans for a trip to Europe. I have just received
from him, through the courtesy of General Pershing, a cable
recommending that the matter of your visit be held up
until Mr. Fosdick’s return, in view of his doubt that there
is adequate opportunity for you to accomplish independently
in France what you have in mind.

“Yours very truly, F. P. Keppel,
“Hon Townsend Scudder, Third Assistant Secretary.
“10 Wall Street,
“New York City, N. Y.”
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In view of Mr. Fosdick’s doubt that there was adequate op-
portunity for us to accomplish sndependently in France what
we had in mind, as stated in Mr. Keppel’s letter of June 1st, we
began to press the officers of the Y. M. C. A. for an early deci-
sion on our suggestion of codperation between them and the Ma-
sonic fraternity, as hereinbefore set forth.

Attention is here called to the fact that in this letter of June
1st the word ‘‘independently’’ for the first time is emphasized
in the correspondence with Washington.

Not hearing anything further from Mr. Keppel up to June
17th, I on that date addressed to him the following letter:

“June 17, 1918.
“Honorable F. P. Keppel,

“Third Assistant Secretary, War Department,

“Washington, D. C.
“Dear Mr. Keppel:

“Replying to your favors of May 23rd and of June 1st, I
beg to say that in harmony with your suggestion the Ma-
sonic fraternity cheerfully will await Mr. Fosdick’s return
from Europe to learn from him how it can serve overseas
most efficiently.

“The determination by the Department of the scope of
Masonic service overseas, of course, will take into account
the effect its decision will have upon the two million active
Free Masons in the United States.

“The loyalty of the oldest, richest and numerically the
strongest brotherhood is unequivocal. Masonry has no
quarrel with any organization zealous to serve cause and
country, but it did not understand its own exclusion from
such service.

“Its enthusiasm was spontancous when news spread over
the United States of the War Department’s Commission on
Training Camp Activities’ approval of Masons as such, in
the recreation centers overseas, contributing to the cheer
and comfort of the men with the colors, to whose numbers
the Masonic fraternity already is contributing fully one hun-
dred thousand of its members.

“On the strength of this approval, New York called a
conference of Grand Masters of the United States, to invite
their coBperation in this service; the Conference was held,
and already much money has been and is to be raised within
the order to further the approved service.

“These facts are mentioned because their consideration
seems indispensable to a comprehensive satisfying decision,
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and because, if overlooked, the enthusiasm of a very large
and zealous group of citizens might suffer a chill, surely
an undesirable thing in these critical times. While picked
men, Masons are only human.

“I enclose a copy of Mr. Raymond B. Fosdick’s letter of
April 23, 1918, upon which the Masonic fraternity relied
when it acted as outlined above, and also a copy of a letter
sent by the Grand Master of Masons in New York to the
Grand Master of each state in the Union, in the hope of
dissipating the disheartening suspicion then entertained that
Freemasonry had been discriminated against unjustly by
the government’s exclusion of Free Masons from engaging
in welfare work within military camps, and the according
of that privilege exclusively to the Young Men’s Christian
Association and the Knights of Columbus.

“The situation confronting us is calculated to be exceed-
ingly disturbing if it is not wisely handled. Its great im-
portance is my excuse for writing at length.

“Very sincerely yours,
“Townsend Scudder.”

In response, I received fhe following :

I

“WAR DEPARTMENT

“Washingto une 26, 1918.
“Dear Justice Scudder: = J

“Mr. McBride and I have been going over together the
points contained in your letter of the 17th, and have come
to the conclusion that the best thing for us to do is to
await Mr. Fosdick’s return, which if all goes well will be
within ten days or a fortnightt We will then bring your
letter promptly to his attention and will let you know the
result in the light of his fresh views on the foreign situation.

“Yours very truly,
“F. P. Keppel,
“Third Assistant Secretary of War.
“Hon. Townsend Scudder,
“Supreme Court of the State of New York,
“Brooklyn, N. Y.”

therefore replied, under date of June 28th, as follows:

“June 28, 1918.
“Honorable F. P. Keppel,
“Third Assistant Secretary of War,
“War Department, Washington, D. C.
“My dear Mr. Keppel:
“Permit me to thank you for your favor of June the 26th.
May I suggest that I have the opportunity of meeting you,
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Mr. Fosdick, and Mr. McBride. I lean to the belief that
such a meeting will be helpful, and I will be glad to come
to Washington on very short notice.

“Thanking you for your courtesy, and with kindest re-
gards, believe me,

“Sincerely, Townsend Scudder.

“Present address,

“Glen Head, Long Island, N. Y.”

Mr. Keppel replied as follows:

“WAR DEPARTMENT
“Washington, June 29, 1918.

“Dear Mr. Justice Scudder:

“I have your letter of the 28th, but cannot say when such
a meeting as you suggest will be possible, as it is not known
when Mr. Fosdick, who has been overseas for the past two
months, will return. In the meantime I have taken the
liberty of referring your letter to Mr. McBride, acting
chairman in the absence of Mr. Fosdick.

“With best wishes,

“Yours very sincerely, F. P. Keppel,
“Third Assistant Secretary of War.

“Justice Townsend Scudder,

“Glen Head, Long Island, N. Y.”

I received from Mr. McBride, under date of July 2nd, an
acknowledgment as follows:

. “WAR DEPARTMENT
“Commission on Training Camp Activities
“Washington
“Honorable Townsend Scudder, July 2, 1918.
“Glen Head, Long Island, N. Y.
“Dear Mr. Justice Scudder:

“Secretary Keppel has referred to me your letter of
June 28th, and inasmuch as Mr. Fosdick will probably be
back in the course of a week or ten days, may I suggest
that you defer your meeting until his return, as I am sure
he will be able to add fresh light on the situation abroad,
in which you are so much interested.

“Very sincerely yours,
“Malcolm L. McBride,
“Acting Chairman.”

Because of growing uneasiness over the passage of time, and
because of the approaching return of Mr. Fosdick, I was desir-
ous that our matter should be as thoroughly as possible under-
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stood, and its magnitude appreciated, by those before whom I
felt it would sooner or later come.
I accordingly, on June 28th, addressed to Mr. Polk the follow-

ing letter:
‘ “June 28, 1918.
“Honorable Frank Polk,
“Counsellor to the Secretary of State,
“Washington, D. C.
“My dear Mr. Polk:

“I have been named as the head of the Masonic Overseas
Mission in connection with war relief work. I am very
keen to have a little chat with you and have been expect-
ing to go to Washington July the 8th, to be there several
days.

“The purpose of my letter is to inquire whether you ex-
pect to be in Washington at that time, and, if you will not,
to request that you advise me when you feel that I could
see you either in Washington or elsewhere.

“Permit me to offer my sympathy in the bereavement you
have sustained, and also to express the hope that your health

has improved.
“Very sincerely yours,

“Address, Townsend Scudder.
“Justice Townsend Scudder,
“Glen Head, Long Island, N. Y.”

The receipt of the foregoing letter was acknowledged by Mr.
Howell, Mr. Polk’s secretary, under date of June 29th, appris-
ing me of Mr. Polk’s expected return after absence due to illness:

“THE COUNSELOR FOR THE DEPARTMENT
OF STATE
“Washington
“June 29, 1918.
“My dear Mr. Justice:

“As Mr. Polk is away ill, I beg to acknowledge your letter
of the twenty-eighth. You say you are coming here July
eighth for several days and I think I can safely say that
Mr. Polk will be in Washington at that time.

“Yours very truly,
“H. D. Howell, Secretary.
“Justice Townsend Scudder,
“Glen Head, Long Island, N. Y.”

‘With the same object in view I wrote on June 28, 1918, to
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and
received from him his reply dated June 29, 1918:
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“June 28, 1918.
“Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,

“Navy Department,
“Washington, D. C.
“My dear Mr. Roosevelt:

“I am head of the Masonic Overseas Mission. I am
wvery keen to have a little chat with you in the near future.
I can come to Washington almost any time. I have been
planning to go to Washington on July the 8th, to be there
several days. May I inquire whether you expect to be in
‘Washington at that time, for, if not, I will arrange to come
earlier Very sincerely yours,

“Townsend Scudder.”

“NAVY DEPARTMENT
“Assistant Secretary’s Office
“Washington

“My dear Judge Scndder:

“I shall be only too giad to see you if you come to
Washington. I have been hoping to have a little talk with
you for some time, in regard to New York matters, Masonic
and otherwise.

“I fear, however, that I shall be away on July 8th, for
I am leaving here on the Fourth for some time on an in-
spection trip. I wonder if there is any chance of your be-
ing here before the Fourth? Otherwise, I fear, we shall
have to postpone it until after I get back from my trip.

“Always sincerely yours,

“Franklin D. Roosevelt.
“Justice Townsend Scudder,
“Glen Head, Long Island, N. Y.”

On July 2, 1918, I again wrote Mr. Roosevelt as follows:

“July 2, 1918.
“Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
“Navy Department, Washington, D. C.
“My dear Mr. Roosevelt:

“Let me thank you for yours of June the 29th. Would
it be troubling you unduly to request that upon your re-
turn you communicate with me, to the end that I may run
down to Washington to see you? I want to talk over
something which I consider of very great importance. I
am quite sure you will agree with me. I regret that I can-
not get down between now and the 4th.

“Thanking you for your courtesy, believe me,
“Very sincerely yours,
“Glen Head, L. I, N. Y. Townsend Scudder.”

“June 29, 1918.
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To this Mr. Roosevelt’s secretary answered:

“NAVY DEPARTMENT
“Assistant Secretary’s Office
“Washington

“My dear Mr. Scudder:
“Mr. Ro<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>