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PREFACE.

~

WITH the profoundest reverence, and deepeét
self-abasement of soul, would we approach the throne
of our covenant God, to celebrate the riches of his
goodness in permitting us again to offer our tribute
of praise at the conclusion of our annual labours for

this Spiritual Miscellany.

Prostrate before the mercy seat, overwhelmied
with a growing sense of the worthlessness of our
- labours, would we look up to our adored Jehovah
the Father, through the infinite merits of the me-
diatorial work of Jehovah the Son, made known to
us by the holy influence, life-giving, and life-sus-
taining power of Jehovah the Spirit—Israel’s triune
God, with sublime gratitude for his amazing love,

and unexampled forbearance with us; and for the
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precious tokens of his grace in enabling usto commit

to his patronage and blessing another Volume.

For ourselves, we have nothing to express but
grateful emotions, for the honour our exalted Mas-
ter has conferred upon us in calling us to the conduct
of this Monthly periodical; and it is our fervent wish
that the great end which we have sought, by the
voice of prayer, may terminate in songs of ever-

Jlasting praise.

We trust that we have not forgotten that the
whole scope and design of God the Holy Ghost,
revealed in his sacred record of truth, is to make
known our ever blessed Jehovah Jesus, as the Christ
of God; to whom all the prophets bare witness, and
to whom all his favoured disciples, who have left
behind them, for the benefit and instruction of the
. church, the fruits of their inspired and heavenly tui-

tion, add their testimony.

In the course of our career, it has been our object
uniformly to maintain the truths our sacred motto
has so justly expressed, * There are Three that bear
record in heaven; the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Ghost; and these Three are One,” 1 John



PREFACE. v

v. 7.; mor have we been less solicitous, in the spirit
of love, to fulfil the remaining portion of it, by
“contending earnestly for the faith delivered to the

saints.”

With an ardent desire to promote the spiritual
edification of our readers, we have excluded matter
from our pages, which, in our judgment, was opposed
to that end; and have invariably given the prefer-
ence to such communications as possess intrinsic
value, to those whose excellence consists, more par-

ticularly, of an extrinsic character.

The frequent testimonials we have received from
our spiritual correspondents of the result of these
endeavours, which, though in themselves not to be
contemplated but with shame, have through the
power of the same blessed influence much embol-
dened and encouraged us in the vindication of our
immortal bulwarks against the base attacks of ca-
lumny, and the malevolence of slander. Whatever
contumely may be cast upon us, or however our
motives may be iuﬁpugned, we deem it a sufficient—
an ample honour to be made useful, in any small

degree, in the objects we aim at—the spiritual benefit
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.of the humble votaries of the cross of Jesus, and the

development of the glories of his name.

With unfeigned sympathy would we commiserate
the ha'pless condition of the present state of the
church. Since our last address, what awful strides
have sin and pride effected. The march of ignorance
and pharisaism have been gradually opening up a
breach of confusion in Zion’s borders, pregnant with

events the most portentous and overwhelming !

Christ and Belial cannot reign simultaneously
predominant. There can be no coalition of spirits.
If the man of sin usurp dominion, the Spirit of
Jésus, in that measure, is dethroned. The apathy of
Zion, in the general experience of her members, and
the outward worldly grandeur she has attained unto,
corroborate the voice of prophecy, and evince that
the glory of the sanctuary is departing: and that its
splendid candlestick which contains the holy unction
of discriminating grace, is near removal from a land

abounding with privileges and sin, to a foreign shore.

‘To those who have been co-workers with us in the

sacred vineyard, we tender our humble acknowledg-
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ments for their aid; and congratulate them on the
success, which, through rich grace, has accompanied
their labours, in comforting those that mourn, and in
establishing such in the faith of the gospel of our

thrice glorious covenant Lord.

To you, beloved brethren, we need urge no further
motive for a continued stimulus of action in the field
before us, than the hope that Jehovah the Spirit will
still continue to diffuse a blessing on your means, and
_ accomplish the end you so anxiously desire—the
unfolding of the everlasting love of God in the choice
of his church in Christ; the blessedness of election
and redemption alone by Christ, as a finished salva-
tion ; and every other communicable glory of Je-
hovah’s fulness, reserved in Christ, and flowing from
him for the welfare of his every member. Suffer
the word of exhortation; ‘¢ be instant in season, and

i)

out of season;” and the more so, as the time is now
evidently come that men “will not endure sound
doctrine.” Like Paul, we stand on an isthmus of
time, “ ready to be offered:” Oh'! that like him also,
we may give proof of our armour, and be valiant for

the truth as it is in Jesus.
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¢ Must we be carried to the skies,

“On flowery beds of ease;
« While others fought tp gain the prize, .
"« And sail'd th}ougﬂ.ﬁloody seas "

P A

Finally, brethren, we would affectionately remind
you, in the emphatic language of holy writ, that
“the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore
sober, and watch unto prayer. And, above all
things, have fervent charity (or love) among your-

selves: for charity shall cover the multitude of:
sins.”
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“ There are Three that bear record in heaven, the FATHER, the WORD, and the HOLY
GHOST : aud these Three are One.” . 1JoAnv. 7.

¢ Earnestly coutend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” Jude 3.

Jung, 1828.

( For the Spiritual Magazine. )

REFLECTIONS ON REV. iii. 15, INCLUDING THE CATHOLIC
’ QUESTION. '

« I know thy works, thou art neither cold nor Aot : I would thou wert cotd or kot »
THE book of Revelations is a divinely inspired and mysterious sum-
mary of important prophecies and events, The beautiful allusions it
contains are only equalled in grandeur and moment by the chaste
sublimity of the language which conveys them to the spiritual appre-
hension.  Their divine origin is stamped on every page; and it
requires no great effort of spiritual understanding to perceive, that they
are as much above the wisdom of human device as the poles are
distant from each other. :

The fearful denunciations to the ungodly which are therein un-~
folded ; the solemn events which succeed the opening up of the seals,
and the sounding of the trumpets ; and the faithful admonitions and
reproofs which are immediately carried home with conviction to the
inhabitants of Zion, by the almighty power of the Holy Ghost ;

_awaken the tender conscience to a lively sense of their value and
import.

l1)\0nd, although this blessed revelation was specially penned for,

" and sent to the churches planted in Asia, the mystic body of the

Redeemer, of every class and clime, are included in it. The thirsty,

the hungry, the spiritually poor and needy, and such that are invited
Vor. V.—No. 50, A ,
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by the Spirit and the bride, Rev. xxii. 17. these admit the truth ot
revelation, not with the cold assent and indifference of the mere
uninterested casuist, but with the. pleasure which evidences a deep
concern for the Mediator’s glory. This should be the suI:reme felicity
of every saint, but, as was manifest in the churches of the East, so it
is equally evidept now, that there is no telling how low the \ebbings
of Z}ection and zeal for his cause and truth may be ; yet, in the very
lowest stages of experience the sparks of grace shall abide uncon-
consumed, though their existence be scarcely perceptible but to him
who first produced and still preserves them from annihilation.

The churches of Christ 1n Asia fitly represent militant Zion in
every age and variety of her experience, Perhaps the Laodicean
state is that which most resembles the church in our present day.
Ljke them, her sun of spiritual prosperity is beclouded ; her zeal for
the glory of God and the honours of iis cross, which was once exem-
plified by an ardent vindication of the cause of truth from the
traducing slander of men, has Jost its vigour, and degenerated into the
apathy of night. Hence, the sharpest exercises are waiting to arouse
the soul into the manifest proof of her native affection, again to recal
her from her torpor and supineness, to # state of humble penitence.

Blessed be God, ¢¢ there are still a few names in Sardis’ who -
adhere to Jesus, and are not ashamed to defend his truth. 'These
have made a wreck of every refuge but in him, They aim to sap
the foundation of human merit and applause, and to exalt his pre-
cipus name upon its specious ruins.  Spirituglly poor and ngked in
condition, they proceed forward in their Master’s strength, regardless

“of ‘every vain opprobrium.  Their course is marked by tribulation
from every quarter, from without and from within, in themselves, in
the world, from satan, and the professed church.

Alas! ¢ how has the fine gold become dim!” A cloyd of dark-
ness has long been gathering in the gospel hemisphere, with a por-
tentous and threatening aspect; and its dusky shades appear to be
extending their influence, with the rapidity of lightning, throughout
the world. It is indeed evident that « Jehovah has a.controversy’
with his people ;” he will rebuke them sharply, yet in love. To this
end, he 1s trying their attachment to him by various dispensations.
Seme of his highly favoured saints have been stripped of their
property, bereaved of their earthly ties, and deprived: of the benefits
they had vainly hoped to realize from earthly friendship. To these
have also been super-added the dreary might of soul-desertion ;
reproach for the name and honour of Christ; loss of reputation for the
defence of the gospel; and, what is more afHlicting, an exclusion from
the luxuriant pastures of the gospel.

Blessed for ever be the riches of his grace, even in this day of small
things, the Lord hears the groanings of his prisoners, and supports
their drooping minds during the state of their captivity. And, while
l\zrocrites in Zion, whose illegitimate faith cannot endure the fiery.
ordeal of severating dispensations ; but who, on the contrary, depart
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from their professed attachment to sacred things in the day of perse-
cution ; the pure gold of grace, not only remains unconsumed, but
shines brightest amidst the sharpest conflicts, and in the hottest
flames. .

An eager pursuit of worldly aggrandizement, and an ambition to
exalt the church of the despised Nazarene in the scale of being, have
proved fatal to her interests. How opposed to the spirit of the gospel
18 such a course: besides, the positive and absolute command and
injunction of Jehovah which says, ¢ Come out from among thém;
and be ye separate,” &c. will admit of no temission. And what
good can arise—nay none, what evils may there not be expected,
from an union of the world and the church of Jesus ?  We may with
equal reason attempt to amalgamate light with darkness, as to recon-
cile their differerices; for, as the one is diameétrically opposed and
contrary to the other, so there must be, and is, at all times, a dis«
similanty of views in the other, and an utter variance of actiond
bLetween them. Any apparent semblance of harmony that may exist,
must ‘be the result of stifled sentiments and views, insincere and
hypocritical in their nature, ever maintaibed at a sactifice uncomw
genial with the best interests of her converts. »

Infidelity and error are making awful advances in society, in spite
of every human effort to subdue them; and the sleepy state of the

inhabitants of Zion affords but too favourable an opportuniity for their
forceand unrestrained exercise.

Indeed, a very superficial view of political évents, and the sigos of

the times generally, is only necessary to create forebodings that d
heavy storm is fast approaching us. The offence of the cross; to oute
ward appearance, has nearly ceased ; and the union of interests of &
great majority of professors and profane, has for a small moment
banished persecntion from their borders. Al classes of professed
christians, under the’ pretence of building the spiritual temple, are
bailing proselytes with one accord to behold their zeal, while their
efforts .are unsanctionéd- by special and divine authority, and are
blended with them, who being ignorant of Jesus, are truly despisers
of hiscross. Men of all creeds and ranks, and of various easts of
character, conspire in common consort with each other, (as they term
it,) to efiéct the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom ; while
wany of them are guilty of the vilest robbery that can be effected,
hat of a denial of his Deity ; without which, the hope of the humble
enitent is metely a wild chimera. The peaceable religion of our
crucified Immanuel does not inculcate aspiring emotions after worldly
eminence. And yet, how many renounee its precepts, and bow with
reverence to such a shrine. :

It is a fact truly to be lamented, that the majority of that body w
professedly dissent from the establishment of the land, bave joined
with the votaries of papacy for the obtaining a boon which must
-ultimately sap the foundation of her peace. The recent repeals of
statutes founded by ¢the wisdont of their anosstors, which bave been
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mainly effected by the clamour of this body, is but partially opening
the door to papal supremacy. The claims of Rome must be next
conceded to do them equal justice ; but woe be to the supporters of
such bitter enemies to the religion of Jesus! To emancipate them
from the controul of wholesome laws by which they are governed, is
to furnish our antagonists with a weapon, and our assassins with an
instrument to accomplish our destruction.

Let it not be urged in their favour that the times are altered ; that
society is new-modelled and better organized; and that the present
age is more enlightened by mental cultivation ; and consequently that
our opponents are less barbarous than their progenitors in the reign
of popery. The manners of the age may be improved ; and society
at large may have advanced in intellectual acquirements and refined
habits ; but, the principles of popery remain unchanged, and with
them the spirit which dictated her pernicious doctrines.  Their desire
for political distinctions is not merely for their intrinsic sake, but for
the better securing their secret wishes, namely, the overthrow of
protestant dominion.  Their silence under alleged privations is not
the result of patience under suffering, but the studied effect of artful
intrigue, and well-digested policy. Let the disciples of the despised
Galilean beware lest they be entrapped by these silent slumbers of
their hatred, and the subtle fallacy of their pretensions. The restless
sgisl;it of catholicism cannot remain content with any favour short of
absolute supremacy. A bold adventure to effect it by direct and
immediate means would but expose ‘the serpent’s crest, and exhibit
his weakness. Well would it be for the protestant interest were their
movements thus effected, as it would for ever render all their attem
for freedom vain and abortive. That which they cannot accomplish
by the aid of force, either by fair argument or numerical strength and
power, they are attempting to gain by serpentine fraud. They pro-
ceed not gallantly against the fair citadel reared b{ our ancestors, but -
sap its foundation by circuitous and imperceptible advances. The
torch once applied to their subterraneous combustibles, will produce
a volcano which will inundate the land, and shake it to its centre.

Sutely, then, it is among some of the worst features of the times in
which we live, that any who profess attachment to the Redeemer
should so far lose sight of their real interests, as to place a light hand
on ‘¢ the cockatrice den’” when he is ravening for prey; or to harbour
the viper who coils himself around you but to betray the venom of
his sting. What ! are not former proofs of their diabolical spirit
sufficient to deter you from forming so ignoble an alliance? At least
to create doubts of their good intentions for the futu >

, for which the
offer no %uarantee ? Again, let me eitreat the true gvers of the me
and lowly Jesus to pause before they foster that hand which, when

left unfettered and unrestrained by the strong arm of

regain doublé strength, and wield it to their sevgere °PPr&£i(:,v,:.er’ may
In offering these remarks, I have no design to provoke a contro-

versial spirit, but to place on record these sentiments I have long
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conscieptiously entertained. I shall impartially listen to an opposing
sentiment, without pledging myself to any reply.

A review of the awful infatuation which pervades all ranks and
varieties of our dissenting brethren, has produced this digression ; and
the accompanying views are offered under a fervent hope that they
ma({ be induced to adopt the only rational course, to pray for them
and remain passive in the matter, especially as no substantial spiri-
tual benefit can accrue to them as a body, or to any of the individual
members composing it, by the success of the cause. -

And, in conclusion, it may be asked, why should any of the dis-
ciples of Jesus, under such circumstances, volunteer a responsibility
the weight of which may make them tremble. Let us rather stand
still and watch the over-ruling and all-appointing hand of God.  If
success attend their measures, and we are not found amongst the
number of their friends who advocate their cause, it will be no small
satisfaction to know when persecution is revived with all its pristine
fury, (and come it assuredly will, for a heavy rod is suspended over
Zion) that we have not been, in this respect, forward to invite its
painful stripes ; by introducing our enemies to the power they once

ed but abused,—have long sought after, and at length efficiently
obtained.

It is, however, but of little moment to the real disciples of Jesus in
the account of eternity. what is the amount of their sufferings here ; for,
when the matter is summed up, ample measure of vindictive wrath
shall be meted out to every foe ; and a final and complete deliverance
from every anguish shall augment their eternal blessedness, and
increase the burden of their song. Yea, even should their oppression
be pushed beyond measure, and terminate in the dissolution of the
mortal frame, the very affliction shall become a blessing; and deathi
itself shall become the desirable medium of conveying their spirits
into the paradise of God, and into the blissful bosom of the King of
kings, to reign with him for ever. Then let us

- ¢ Welcome all his sovereign will,
For all that will islove;
And when we know not what he does,
. . - We'll wait the light above.”

May13,1828. . : AMOR VERITATIS.

et G——

(For the Spiritual Magazine.)
CHRIST, THE TRUTH.

-« Byy the truth and sell it not,” was the advice given by one of
the wisest of men. Prov. xxiii. 23. and it cannot be doubted but
Solomon had his eye directed in many parts of his writings to the
Lord Jesus Christ, the truth, that brother born for adversity, that
friend who loveth at all times. But we have a greater than Solomon,
even him who spake as never-man spake, and. we hear him saying,
“ I am the truth.” And we have in these words some very impor-
tant information—the object pursued by every sincere enquirer, this
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is one distinguishing feature that marks the real child of God,
whether he is engaged in prayer, reading, or hearing, it is the truth
or substance that he has in view; he has read that grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ, and these blessings he hopes and waits for.

To elucidate this doctrine, we will first observe, that the adorable
Jesus is the truth of all the old and new testament ordinances.  Did
not the coats of skin that the Lord clothed our first parents with
clearly set forth the righteousness of Jesus ? and the same hand that
clothed Adam clothes all the children of God. In Noah's sacrifice
we have a distant view of Christ the truth. And what a sweet savour
Jehovah the Father smells in the offering of his™ dearly beloved Son,
and in the offerings of all the church of God, when they approach
him in and through the merits and mediation of Jesus. The father
of the faithful saw Christ’s day and was glad. The fire, the wood,
the knife, the lamb, the voice from heaven, all preached aloud the
great gift of heaven, and set before these saints of old this important -
truth, that without shedding of blood there could be no remission of
sin. If we pass on to the patriarch Jacob, what a clear view we have
of Christ, the true way to God in the ladder. Every believer is
brought more or less to know something of those advances or
ascensions of soul in his experience, set forth by the ladder. He
knows but very little at first, but he that leadeth Joseph like a flock,
leads him on step after step, he is blest with one view of his dear
Saviour after another, so that his path is like the shining light shining
more and more unto the perfect day. And although he meets with
very much opposition from mighty enemies without, and much
mightier within, yet he increases his stock of experience thereby,
and becomes a good soldier and a wise scribe in the things of God.
He now seeks after the truth, in all the ordinances of God’s house.
He formerly trusted too much to means, ministers, friends, and
frames, but he found all to fail ; now he goes to God in the means.
The glorious gospel is full of the Saviour, the church’s beloved.

¢ All human beauties all divine,
In my beloved meet and shine.””

In him all the secrets of the covenant are developed; the richest
blessing-a God could give. And this blessing is held up, and held
forth by every minister of the Spirit. They need never want a sub-
Jject on which to preach, here is one ready prepared from eternity.
The best, the greatest of all good ; a mercy containing every mercy
that miserable man requires ; full redemption; a perfect righteous-
mess ; a complete salvation ; an able surety ; a most skilful physician,
that ‘can cure soul-sorrows, and all mental maladies,/remove distress~
ing fears, raise dead sinners to life that have laid long in the grave of
sin and guilt, melt the hardest heart, and make sane and sound those
who have madly sought death in the error of their ways. We find in
Jesus a true friend, the same at all times, who does not change with
times and circumstances when. most -we need his helping hand.
This friend is always near, who can and dees do that for his people
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which none other can in bearing all the weight of their sin, and the
curse due to it; becoming their burden-bearer, and burnt-offering.
We see this solemn scene in the ordinances of baptism and the
Lord’s supper.  He was baptized in blood, and thereby washed away
all his people’s stains, atoned for their sin, reconciled them to God, .
opened a fountain for sin and uncleanness, made peace for them,
and in this red sea all their guilt finds a grave.

Secondly. Christ is the substance or truth of all the prophecies
in the bible, The seed of the woman, the saints’ ark, the true Shiloh,
the angel in the bush, the Ged of Bethel, the paschal lamb, whose
Erecious blood is the saints’ safeguard, his sin-consuming sacrifice,

is healing brazen serpent, his captain to conduct him through the
desert, his bread of heaven, his tree of life that he often casts into the
bitter waters of Marah; his covering, coaling cloud in the heat of
fiery trials and persecntions, and his cheering, warming fire to com~
fort him after long and languid winter seasons, his companion through
the wilderness, his suppert in Jordan’s waves, his bosom to rest in,
and his bliss for ever. Jesus is the captain of the Lord’s host, that
Joshua saw at or by Jericho in the man with the drawn swerd in his
hand; the wonderful and wonder-working angel that appeared ta
Gideon under the oak in Ophrah, and to Manoah and his wife, and
received -am offering at their hands, He is sweetly set forth in
Samson’s history in his strength, in his marriage, and in the destruc~
tion:of his enemies. Hannah had a saving sight of him, the truth,
and sweetly sang of his salvation, and his power in raising up the
poor, and blessing the beggar, putting them among princes, making
them pillare in his house, and Keeping their feet from falling. We
might have gathered many handfuls of purpose from the fruitful fields:
of Ruth and Naomi’s narrative ; the mysteries of providence, the
blessing of grace, the remarkable marriage of Boaz and Ruth, all help
to lead spiritual minds to higher subjects, even to Jesus the church’s
near kinsman, who was and is famous-in lsrael, in the union bond of:-
marriage with his Father’s given ones, in dying that his church might
for ever live, in enduring the curse that she may be everlastingly
blessed, in becoming a man of sorrows that she might have eternal
joys. He is a restorer of her life, he speaks kindly to his saints, fills.
their laps with blessings, commands them to glean in no other field,
but to- abide fast by his maidens. Ruth ii.

The: eventful lives of David and Solomon loudly preach Christ the
truth, with. many of their sentences, sermons, and predictions. This
was evidently the bent and- bearing of their minds. In the Psalms.
of the sweet singer of Israel we trace the passion, death, resurrection,
and ascension of the Son of God, with the infinite and invaluable
mercies that flow therefrom ; such as the covering over and blotting:
out of all the sins of the saints, and their complete and perfect justifi~
cation by the righteousness of Christ, and their welcome admission-
into lieaven upon the foundation of free grace. In the Wisdom set
up ftom- everlasting, and in the building her house, we: may see-the
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wise hand of Zion’s skilful architect. In the Song of Songs the
prominent and principal subjects are Christ and his church, his love
towards her and her love towards him ; she admires his beauty, and
praises every part of his all-over glorious person, particularly his
mouth as most sweet, that part being employed for her in the council
of peace; the many gracious words and sweet promises spoken
himself and by his servants, with his intercessory work in heaven,
make his mouth doubly dear. In addition, we may observe the high
titles given his bride, Kis elect, his jewel, in whom is all his delight.
He admires her form, her features, but does not mention her hands,
lest she should think she had merited his regard by the work of her
hands, but concludes her altogether lovely, all fair, and no spot in
her. Are we not then in reviewing this {eautiful book, obliged to
come to this conclusion, that a much greater than Solomon or
Pharoah’s daughter is here, even Christ the truth ? :

And as we pass on through the pages of holy writ we come to the
child born, to the Son given; the most profound mystery of all
mysteries, and as one expresses it, * a wonderful and mysterious
union, altogether unsearchable, the manner whereof is to be believed,
not discussed; admired, not pryed into; personal it is, yet not of
persons ; of nature, yet not natural; as a soul and body are one man,

50 God and man are one person.”’—Thus saith Athanasius. But it
is this union that makes the obedience of Christ of such infinite value,
that it is of sufficient worth to justify the whole church of God, and
they are acquitted of every charge. It puts such an efficacy into the
blood of Christ, that it atones for all the sins committed by all the
children of God; it cleanses them from every stain of guilt ; and b
his precious death they are perfectly reconciled to God and sh
never come into condemnation. :

Thirdly. Christ is the truth of all real christian experience, It is
very common with the young christian, at the commencement of his
career, to be seeking for signs and marks within himself to ground
his hope of heaven upon; and although he meets with continuad
disappointment, he still predicts that a period will arrive in hiss
pilgrimage when he shall have more mental holiness, that he wil
perform his religious duties better, that his life will be more usefu
and fruitful, that he will obtain a complete victory over his might=s=
and many enemies, and arrive at a state that he now feels himse
far from. But as the great Prophet over the house of God continue- -
to instruct him, he most keenly feels that Christ must be his all ices
all; not only his Saviour and Redeemer, but his righteousnesse=
sanctification, and life ; that he needs a present help, a daily Saviour—=
continual washing, constant communion, and the frequent applica-—#
tions of Jesu’s blood to his heart ; that he must come at all times, a8
poor to be enriched from the unsearchable riches of Christ, as nakeas
to be clothed with Immanuel’s best robe, and as empty to be suppliesss=
from his fountain fulness.  After all our fervent prayers, and sincersr™
petitions, we must look alone to the precious and prevalent interces—
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sion of Jesus, %b"ié‘cdnstahtly']ihiﬂg'up his holy, priesfly hands,
on the behalf of all those the Father gave him before the foundation
of the world. o

The new born babes in grace are often building their confidence
itt the-favour of God, upon the happy feelings of their souls, the sweet
$alargemerits experienced when en%ged 1n holy duties, and that
qoatnition of heart felt occasionally when sitting under the preachi
of the gospel of the grace of God. But while we are to be.dnngz
for all those devout elevations of soul that we may be endued with, yet
we should recollect that neither contrition nor comforts are Christ.
In him the Father is well pleased, and is well pleased with all the
church in him. Nor have wedrrived at any good degree if we are livin
upon any thing short of him who is the Ancient of Days, the sel
existent { AM, and yet the blessed babe born in Bethlehem, the only
Saviour of sinners, the righteousness of saints ; whose mighty miracles
have excited the admiration of angels and all the redeemed of the Lord,
and will furnish heaven with songs of praise for ever and ever. - That
is.a true christian who is living upon Jesus as his bread of life, who
hangs all his cares, concerns, trials, and temptations upon him, the
nail fastened in a sure place; who has found this precious pearl-of

price his peace and peace-maker ; who is brought out and off
imself to rest entirely upon the God-man, Christ Jesus, for accept~
ance with God, for righteousness, for a refuge in trouble, for the
pardon of all sin, for redemption from the curse, for present and
everlasting salvation.

May writer and reader find from da;y to day in their experience,
Christ to be the truth of all the means of grace, of all ancient predic-
tions, and -of all future prospects. For us to live may it be Christ,
then our walk will be holy, our conversation consistent, our faith
steady, our lives useful, and our deaths gain. Many a doubting child
of God who has gone halting all through the wilderness, and could
not say, * my Lord, and my God,” has at last found him of whom
Moses in the law and the prophets did write, and has sung with
Simeon, ¢ Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace accord-
ing to thy word, formine eyes have seen thy salvation.”

Hampstead, Moy 13. JAMES.
et — .

( For the Spiritual Magaxine.)
ON THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF THE HUMAN SOUL OF
CHRIST. _
(cAlUS'S SECOND REPLY TO ‘‘ LOVER OF TRUTH.”)
Friend Love Truth,
.Your friendly reply (page 310, vol. IV.) would have been
acknowledged sooner, had not my being from home with other

enegements prevented me; this it is hoped will account for my
orL. V.—No. 50. - B
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seeming inattention. You inform me you are far advanced in life :

1 am not very young myself, my sun having past the meridian. |
shall therefore consider I am corresponding with one whose seniority
and Jong standing in the church of God entitle him to the respect
due unto ““an old disciple.”” The scriptures teach us to consider
antiquity as being honourable, as it is written, * thou shalt rise up
before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man, and fear
thy God.” Lev. xix. 32, ¢ With us are both the grey-headed and
very aged men, much older than thy father.”” Job xv. 10. This
being thought honourable amongst men, T am far from withholding it
from “ the man Christ Jesus,”’ believing the scriptures attribute it to
bim. The honour of seniority in the ighest degree must belong to
some one; why not to him whom the scriptures call the first-born
among many brethren, the first-born of every creature, and who in
his complex person gave being to all creatures of every order, both
in the upper and Jower worlds ? (See Rom. viii. 29. Col. 1. 15.
Heb. ii. 2.) ' T

I hope my friend Love Truth will bear with me while I make a

fiew . observations upon his reply ; and, as the paragraphs are short,

I shall notice them as they lie before me. Aud first, you ask me if

I believe the scriptures. I answer, yes, I do; and 1 am tawght
therein to believe the pre-existence. 1t is upon scripture testimony

I first received the sentiment, particularly Prov. viii. with Jobm xvii.
Here the pre-existence of my glorious Lord first opened to my view,
.and sweetly attracted my mind. Many texts of scripture which before
appeared to me inexplicable, soon became plain and easy; 1 could
read the old testament with delight where Christ is set forth as the
man, the angel, Jehovah’s servant, his elect one, &c. because I
bebeld him possessing a nature to which all :such names properly
belong, while yet 1 viewed him as a divine person in the Godbead,
sofinitely above all such names and titles. Here [ beheld his divine
glory beaming through his true humanity in all the works of creation,
fwemment, providence, and grace; and who also was the true She—

inah or glory~cloud of the old testament church. 1also began to
see how he was rich and yet became poor, without parting with any~
of the riches of his Godhead; and how he could descend frome
heaven and come forth from the: Father, as truly as he could ascend
and go to the Father, and still preserve omnipresence, immensity, andi—
invisibility. A being possessing omnipresence must be incapable of
Jocal movement; nor can independent majesty be under subjection.
only as personally united to a nature that can. These views of the=
subject have been retained by me from that time until now, with—
increasing evidence to my mind that it is a bible truth; for there'is==
not one scripture in all the bible that denies it, but a great many that=—
cannot be explained without it. It is.my finm belief that if the pre—
existence was preached plainly and clearly i comnexion with the=
whole system of truth, many stumbling-blocks would -be happilp™

~
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removed out of the way of weak believers ; for then we should have
no need of dark proleptical figures in order to explain what must for
ever remain unexplained while pre-existence is denied.

In paragraph 2, you seem to favour the idea of souls descending
from Adam, as well as the bodies of men. 1f this is your sentiment,
how is it that Christ could have a soul at all, since he was not by
ordinary generation, but by miraculous formation of the virgin by
the Holy Ghost? If the soul of our Lord was virtually created in Adam,
then it was his right, as man, to have been begotten by man in order
to have possessed a soul. This idea you will not admit. If it was
created with the body -by the Holy Ghost, then it was not created
within the first six days either virtually or really. 1 find I must
still hold to the pre-existence in order to shun the labyrinth. Besides,
whatever is generated with the body, must die with the body ; if there-
fore the traduction of souls be true, the soul of man is not immortal,
I therefore cannot see with my venerable friend upon this point
neither, although I grant much may be said in favour of it. lﬁ)t it
militates not against the pre-existence, for if the soul of Christ was
not brought into being this way, it must have been in some other
way. But I pass on to your questions. .

<t In what part of divine revelation is it declared that the spirits or
souls of any were created before the first six da n of in
Genesis ? Hath not the scriptures declared that 1n six days God
created the heavens, and earth, and all things that are therein ?”
1 answer, the scriptures certainly do say so, nor do I wish to contra»
dict it,, But what heavens does Moses speak of in the first of
Genesis?  Are you sure he means the empyreal or third heavens,
where the apostle Paul was caught up, and heard things unutterable,
{2 Cor, xii. 2—4.) and where %oly angels and the redeemed dwell ?
We read Gen. i. 1. “God created the heavens and the earth.”
What is meant by heaven here ? God called the firmament ¢ heaven."
ver. 8. ¢ And God set them (sun, moon, and stars) in the firmament
of the heaven, to give light upon the earth.”” ver. 17. - Thus the
heavens and the earth were finished and all the host of them.” 1ii. 1.
What can be more plain, than that the visible or starry heavens only
are meant by this account ? They are represented also as seen, Isa.
xL 26. as declaring God’s glory, Psal. xix. 1. and finally are to be
dissolved and burnt up. 2 Peter i1i. 10. In reply to the other ques-
tion, I might ask, where is it said that angels were created on the
first six days ? They are as deserving a place in this account which
Moses gives, as any thing else that 13 mentioned, yet they are not
mentioned. We read of such creatures in being, and that some of
them had fallen from their high abode, when Adam stood in pristine
bliss, and Satan tempted man to sin ; but we are not told when they
were created. Allowing you this, it proves nothing against the pre-
existence ; for if the soul of our Lord was created within the limits of
the six days, it might exist before either Adam orangels. But we read
of ¢ the beginning or ever the earth was.” Prov. viii. 23.  Does not
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this imply there was a date of time more ancient than the earth, or the
first six days ?  Yet time must have had a beginning, and I think my
friend will agree with me, that the first of created intelligent beings
must have been the commencement. Then where shall we find 1t
but in him whom Jehovah possessed in ‘¢ the beginning, before his
works of old,” as it is clearly stated in Prov. viii. 22.? Who among
the armies of heaven dare stand forth and claim the honour of
primogeniture > It belongs to none but Jesus Christ ; he claims it
as his sole prerogative, saying, * I am the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of the creation of God.” Rev. iii. 14. From this
view of the subject I conclude, that the pre-existence is exempt from
the charge my friend Love Truth has brought against it, viz. ¢ that
it flatly contradicts the first part of divine revelation.”

The remaining part of this paragraph, with the following one, con-
tains sentiments which I highly approve, but which by no means
support your conclusion. That Christ was set up in the divine
decree as future man I readily admit ; but then all mankind were in
this respect set up to fill their various stations in the church and in
the world. The decree takes in the order of persons and things
as they appear in time, as well as the certainty of their existence.
Now if Christ had no real existence as man until 4000 years after the
creation of the world, he must have been seen as such in God’s
decree; therefore he could not in God’s decree be the first-born or
brought forth of his many brethren, or his spiritual seed. As soon
might Adam have appeared in God’s decree, the first-born or brought
forth of the human family, and yet not have had any real existence
until 4000 years after the world began. For Christ to be in the
divine decree what he never was or can be in time, is to me quite
unintelligible ; as it destroys the harmony of God’s operations in
time, with his decree before time. N .

I proposed an argument upon this point in my first reply, and
hoped my respectedr%':iend woﬁ;)d have 1t)no:a\de an at’;empt topg’bviate
the force of it, but he passed it by in silence. Christ, as the head of
his church, is not onf;'a called God’s elect, God’s servant, and the
first-born among many brethren ; but he is called so because he is
s0. If he is Christ the anointed, through whom his church from her

- first appearance in time received the unction of his grace, then he
must have possessed a nature capable of being so anointed and
blessed. The holy oil was first poured upon Aaron’s head, (blessed
type of Zion’s great High Priest!) and then it ran down to the bottom
of his garments ; but my brother ¢ Love Truth” is for having it flow
dawn the body of Jesus for ages before it was poured upan the head
of that bedy. Either this must be admitted, or the divine person of
our Lord, abstractedly considered, was anointed and blessed with a
‘communicated fulness of grace for his church. Now, it was a stand-
ing axiom with the apostle Paul, that the /ess is blessed of the better,
Heb. vii. 7. Who does not see the arianism contained in such a
sentiment ? I believe my correspondent utterly rejects the idea.
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How then does he explain the matter > By having recourse to pro-
leptical figures, or anticipation. Admit but the. pre-existence and all
is plain : even a babe in grace may walk here and find no stumbling-
block in his way. '

* You further ask me if I can bring forth a ¢ thus saith the Lord,”
to confirm the doctrine. Why, my dear Sir, the scriptures contain a
vast number of passages which abundantly support the doetrine which
is known by the name of pre-existence. But if you mean, where is
the term found in scripture >—1 answer, no-where. Again I ask,
where do you find in scripture, the trinity, merits of Christ, covenant
of grace, divinity of Christ, person of the Spirit, God-man, triune
God, &c.? You must answer as above, no-where. And yet you
would think yourself justified in the free use of such terms without
supposing you erred in so doing, hecause the bible contains an abun-
dance of passages in support of the sentiments which are fully
implied in such terms.  Why then should you require the ancient
scriptures to state the sentiment in modern language, before you will
believe it? It is evident you must reject all-the above-mentioned
truths upon the same ground. You see I am not pleading for words
and phrases, but for sentiment.

Bear with me a little further while I recommend to your conside-

ration at least one ¢ thus saith the Lord,” Col.i. 15—~19. The
following observations, as founded upon this scripture, T would offer
in support of the pre-existence.
. 1st. We are told, Christ is the image of the invisible God. John
Baptist tells us also, * no man hath seen God at any time, (whether
in the Mosaical or gospel time) the only begotten Son, which is in the
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him,” John i. 18. From this
statement it is plain, that the only Mediator, the man Christ Jesus,
ever was, now is, and ever will be, the only medium through whom
the glory of God was, now is, or ever will be, revealed to creatures,
angels, or men, in all the operations of power, wisdom, or love, in
creation, providence, and grace. Now if God was revealed and his
glory manifested under the old testament dispensation, then the
revealing medium must have existed through which that glory shone,
But with your views I should be in a most perplexing difficulty to
know, who or what was the visible image ofP invisible Deity before
Christ came in the flesh. Here I find a stumbling-block in the way
which nothing but the pre-existence can remove. :

This revelation of Jehovah in ancient time was either 1st, without
a revealing medium of any kind ; or 2nd, by means of some tempo-
rary medium which vanished, and became a mere non-entity when
Christ appeared on earth ; or, 3rd, that the divine person of Christ
{being begotten, and as such inferior to the Father) became that
medium ; or, 4th, that the divine person of our Lord is equal with
the Father, being unbegotten, unoriginate, sclf-existent, and inde-
pendent, possessing the sameness of nature with the Father and the
Holy Ghost: but also that he possessed the human nature in personal
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union with his divine nature, and-as such was the only begotten Son
of Gad, the only revealer of the glorious Deity. Here, my

brother, you have your choice. Which do you prefer? The 1st
contradicts the plainest scripture testimony. (Matt. xi. 27. Jobm i
18. 1 Tim. iv, 16. 1 Jobn iv. 12.) The 2nd is not only without
scripture evidence, but is contrary.to it ; for we read of but one Revealer,
and it is very absurd to suppose the old testament saints had not the
same revealing medium as we have ; and still more so, that a shadow,
long since vanished, which nqver was or will be any part of our
blessed Mediator’s person, should be called * the man of Jehovah's
right hand,” and ¢ the angel of his presence.” Ps. Ixxx. 17. Isa.
Ixiii. 9. The 3rd you will reject as well as 1, as being far more
suited to the arian, than thetrinitarian.  So that inexplicable difficul-
ties present themselves to strong christians as well as weak ones;
and after all we must welcome the pre-existence if we would have
our path made clear. _

2. We are here told,  Christ is the first-born of every creature,”
and also, ¢ he is before all things.”” This evidently puts him amongst
the creatures, as well as gives him a priority to any of them. Such
language is infinitely too low to apply to his divine; person. Would
you apply it to the divinity of the Father, or the Holy Ghost, and
think it a proper definition of their eternity, independence, and self-
existénce ? Certainly not! Then it cannot be allowed to belong to
the divine person of our Lord abstractedly, but it properly belongs to
him in his complex person, God-man. ~But my friend Love Truth
will not admit that he was complex before he became incarnate, nor
yet that he was the first-born, save only in decree. This however I
have shewn to be inconclusive, and must still think so umtil [ am
shewn I am in an error. If the words above cited do not declare,
that his creature nature existed before any. other creature Jid, I see
not what they can mean. [ solemnly declare I dare not explain this
plain declaration of scripture so as to make it express any other
sentiment.

3. He is called, * the beginning.”” This must refer to that nature
in our Lord’s person which had a beginning, and so cannot mean hs
Godhead : it must then mean his manhood. But he cannot be the
beginming, if thousands of intelligent creatures began their existence
before him, who is < the beginning.”

4. We are told, our blessed Lord, as tire beginning and first-born,

esses a fulness by the will of the Father ; for he ever ‘was, and
1s, the store-house of all grace unto all his needy brethren. The
apostle shews that he must needs therefore have pre-existed, and
assigns this as a reason, * for it pleased the Father that in him all ful-
ness should dwell.””  Therefore, he must be such a person as he
describes, seeing such a communicated fulness was to reside in him
for all the younger branches of the family, in due order to posses,
from the days of Adam down to the end of time.

5. We are told also, ¢ He is the first-born from the dead.” He
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has a pre-eminence in all things as the head of his body the church,
and consequently it is his right, not only to be first in time, but in
the resurrection also. - I bave often admired the view which the
apostle gives of this subject in 1 Cor. xv. Here we may sing with
the poet,— .
¢¢ Behold him rising from the tomb,
In victory over all ;
The first-born son of nature’s womb,
That rose no more to fall.”

Now if we admit with pleasure the one, why not the other ? Does
not the a e say, he is  the first-born of every creature,” as truly
as * the first-born from the dead ? Yes, he certainly does say sp,
and he has used great plainness of speech : for predestination is not
more clearly stated in the first of Ephesians, than is pre-existence in
the first of Colossians. 1 might easily refer you to other parts of the
word, but it would make my present paper too large, I therefore pass
on to the next paragraph.

I certainly do tgx‘:g the pre-existence glorifies the Saviour, as it
gives him the full honour which is his due as Mediator ; and although
you differ from me and others upon this point, yet you have not shewn
us our error.  As to the person you refer to, I assur€ you I know
him not, I keep no company with men of that sentiment. But that
he should bave been taught the pre-existénce by man, is no argument
against others being taught it of God: and why you should call it a
¢ stepping-stone” towards the denial of the trinity I know not, as
you have not shewn that it leads to such a denial. This, I am aware
many have supposed, but noue as yet have proved. No, my brother, the
pre-existence, no more makes people anti-trinitarians, than it makes
them papists. But suppose it is found in an arian or unitarian’s creed,
it is none the -worse for that. A diamond is of the same intrinsic
worth if it is found on a dunghill, as whep it is set in a ring of gold.
If I were to examine the creed of a mahometan or papist, 1 should
find some things that I myself believe. Am I parfly a mahometan or
papist therefore? Or must I discard those truths, for fear they should
[prove a stepping-stone from which I should advance until I became
either one or the other ? I thank you however for naming this as a
friendly-caution, but I am not apprehensive of danger ; I hope 1 feel
the ground solid where I'stand,” And although you cannot see the
use of this sentiment, either in glorifying God or edifying the church,
it would ‘be highly improper in me to give you the appellation of
“ poor dim mortal.”” I wish ever to be thankful that my Father has

iven me to see this part of the ¢ mystery of his will,” although he
withheld it from you. And what if he has given you clearer and
deeper discoveries of some other points of truth which at present may
be concealed from me, shall not our Father do as he please in his
owa family.? The wisest of men know but in part while here, ¢ but
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall
be done away.” It gives me pleasure to think, that when the remain-

i
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ing sands are fallen from your glass, you then will believe the pre-
existence ; yes, my brother, when you are called up to see your elder
brother Jesus who once was dead, enthroned in that glory which he
had before he appeared on earth, you will bow amongst his ransomed
brethren there, and worship at his feet as the first-born of them all.
There
’ ¢¢ The God shines gracious through the man,
And sheds sweet glories on them all.”

The sentiment in your P. S. seems to be this: that the patriarchs,
rophets, and saints of old, were saved by the decretal act of God.
his method of stating things is to me very exceptionable.  God’s

decree to save any is the basis of their salvation, and includes
in it all that is needful to bring the church home to glory : but we
must not step from the foundation to the top-stone without taki;iein
the intermedium. The covenant of redemption between Father,
Son, and Spirit, comes in between the decree and the salvation of
the saints oF old. Christ not only stood in the decree as the sacrifice
of his chosen, but stood in covenant, as such, and represented his
church in his person, possessing her nature, and pledging himself to
become her-ransom at a then distant period, when he would take the
body prepared for the purpose of suffering unto death, Justice held
this judgment-bond and gave up its claim, and bade mercy enter and
deliver the insolvent church from prison, wash her guilt away, and
fit her for the glory of the upper skies. Thus the glorification of all
who entered heaven before Christ suffered, rested not only on God’s
decree to save, but also upon (yea, immediately upon) the sacrifice of
Christ, or payment made by covenant, by promise, by oath. They
had, according to this view of the subject, a real Mediator and a real
yment made, as well as a real deliverance from sin and hell.
Indeed, the transactions of men go upon this principle, where
justice is duly regarded. If Insolvo is under an arrest, and Benevola
gives his bond to discharge that debt at a future period agreed unto
and dated, Insolvo has a right to liberty, and Benevola thinks he has
a right to say he has paid the debt by giving his promise. Thus our
adorable Surety paid Zion’s redemption from before the foundation of
the world, as the Lamb in promise slain, Rev. xiii. 8. Hence the
sacrifice of Christ offered up on Calvary, under the idea of a price
paid, is so often re%r:sented as having reference to a voluntary.
eng'aﬁ:.ment, and as being paid accordingly when due. ¢ OucHT
not Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory »”
Luke xxiv, 26. Jobn xiii. 1. * In DUR TIME (according to time,—
margin) Christ died for the ungodly,”” Rom. v. 6. is accounts
also for his blood being called the blood of the covenant, and shews
the voluntariness of his suffering, as well as the justice which shines
therein. It was not only written in the volume of the book, that he
should be a sacrifice, but he also delighted to display his love and
faithfulness to his church in becoming one, Ps. xl. 7, 8. Cant. ii.
8, 9. This stamps an infinite honour upon the character of our
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glorious . Lord, inasmuch as he was found “ faithful to him that
appointed him,” and that, as a ¢ Son over his .own house.” Zech.
i1, 2—6.

Now he is the Son of God either in his divine nature, or in his
human nature, or in a union of both.  The first you, (as well as 1) -
reject, as being derogatory to the self-existence, independence, and
proper eternity of his Godhead ; the second makes him but a human
person, and therefore denies his divinity altogether; the third gives
him all the glory of his Godhead, and maintains the reality of his
manhood. The Sonship of Christ therefore is founded in his complex
person, Gon-MAN. If in the fulness of time God sent forth his Son,
then the pre-existence is essential to his having a Son to send. Yes,
1 believe the very nature that suffered had previously consented to do
8o, for,

* ¢ Justice its victim did pursue,=—

’ He undertook and must go through.” :

I now take my leave of you. Grace, mercy, and peace be with
you. 1 write not, as you observe, for contention, but for edification,
if it is the Lord’s will to bless the few remarks. May the Lord
graciously gild your evening of life with his presence, and at last may.
your sun set to rise more bright in the world above, is the sincere
prayer, friend Love Truth, of

Your's in him,
Swuffolk, March 28, 1828, Garus.
et —

{To the Editor of the Spiritual Magazine.)

PRESUMED DOCTRINAL ERROR OF A RECENTLY OR-
DAINED MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL.

Sir,

.1 have lately, by favour, obtained the perusal of a pamphlet, which
seems to me to contain matter of a very serious nature in connexion
with a right understanding of the truths of the gospel. If compati-
ble with the plan of your publication, I should be obliged by your
giving publicity to a few remarks on the subject. _

It purports to be written by a person who on the title-page chooses
to be known only under the enigmatical form of four initial letters,
thus, ¢ Z : S.8.8.” but in the course of his writing, he twice appears
bythe name of “ T. L. Styles.” His object, under cover of an address
to the Rev. Joseph Irons, of Camberwell, is to ¢ render a reason’ for
withdrawing from communion with the Rev. Jesse Hopwood, of Union
Chapel, Chelsea. The complainant’s uncouth manner and lack of
conception in conveying his feelings, makes it rather a difficult
affair to understand the precise nature of the charge he brings against
his late minister. As to the appendages to that accusation,—and
particularly the narrative of ¢ conduct and behaviour’ in certain private
parties,—I presume, neither 1 nor the public have any thing to do.

The following, alone, affords sufficient and ample ground for close
enquiry ; seeing it has come forth into the world in the shape of a

OIJ. Vf— 0. 50. C
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-solemn charge against a young and aspiring servant of Christ. Itis
alleged that Mr. Hopwood has affirmed publicly, on the doctrine of
atonement, that ¢ the church had made an atonement with Christ to
¢ the Father for her sins, on which account the sinner had an equita-
" < ble right to claim his pardon.”

As I am nat disposed to follow the track of his antagonist, in de-
siring to procure ¢ a scriptural proof for this assertion,” I. prefer
affectionately and earnestly entreating Mr. H. to give a public expla-
natory statement on-the important point. And, as I have reason to
believe that he is a reader of, if not an occasional contributor.to,
the Spiritual Magazine, probably the pages of that work would. be
open to him for the purpose.  His friends who have not the oppor-
tunity of hearing his public ministrations might then, as well as
others, attain to some correct conclusion,—which 1 am convinced can
never take place by means of this singular pamphlet.

. 1 am, Sir, Your’s to serve,
Eram.
——mt—

[The following Address is inserted at the earnest request of our
Correspondent : some part of its contents we approve—ED. ]
TO THE EDITOR OF THE NEW BAPTIST MISCELLANY.

8ir, :

1 Have read with interest some parts of your Misceltany for the
present month, (April) but in one page of it you have excited in my
breast a feeling of regret. Dr. Hawker was no favourite of mine,
Colyer I never heard, but from hearsay | have long supposed him to
be a very injudicious man. Of the Gospel Tracts I have seen very
few. It has always appeared to me that that Society was not wanted;
it considered itself, however, to be a desideratum. But, Sir, to the

int.

pol am sorry that you should have attacked with so much severity the
application of certain epithets to God, and to our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 was not educated at a school which led me to the use of such epithets;
but I love and venerate many who have frequently applied them to
the Saviour, and who were quite far enough +(as far as you are,.Sir)
from hyper-calvinism. Were I at all connected with.the Spiritual
Magazine, (a work that hardly ever comes into my hand) I certainly
would quote in that work very extensively from the writings of those
‘who are acknowledged to be our best divines. But you will say,
"¢ this would prove nothing as' to the propriety of the prattice n
question.” T would say, in reply, that it ought to produce compunc-
tion on account of some of your remarks. I well remember Dr.
Dwight’s remarks about the epithet ¢ dear,’ as applied to Christ, and
I think them a disgrace to him. Surely, Jesus Christ will forgive his
children this wrong of calling him dear. "} you and I, Sir, had
loved the Son of God more ardently than we have done, we should
I think have run all hazards of offending him by the application of
the epithets ¢ dear’ and ¢ precious ;* especially as the apostle Peter
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seems to have sinned in the same way. 1 Pet. ii. 7." As to any
criticism upon the word translated ¢ precious,” it could avail nothing
to the immense majority of plain pegple who had a right to take the
word as they found it, and who will continue to apply it according
to its usual acceptation ; and be assured that Christ will forgive them,
and so he will if they now and then in the warmth of their hearts,
borrow portions of the phraseology of Solomon’s Song.

But, Sir, should you not have remembered that the Hymns of Dr..
Watts, are sung in almost all ‘our places of worship; and that the
millions who have sung them, have probably had no suspicion that
the very picus and learned author was deviating from propriety in
any of his expressions of ardent attachment to the blessed Redeemer
Let us bring forward some of his “ luscious” and “impure” ex-
pressions, ’

. ‘ How long, dear Saviour, O how long.
¢ Tell me, dear Shepherd, &c.
¢ Jesus, my love, my soul’s delight.
“To dwell for ever with my love.
¢¢In the deay bosom of his love.
¢ Dear Lord, our souls would thus be fed.
““ Yet the sweet streams that from him flow.
¢¢ Dear God, let all my hours be thine.
¢ To thy dear cross I flee..
¢¢Thy body slain, sweet Jesus thine.
‘‘ But my dear Lord returns again.
¢“.But the sweet theme that moves my tongue.
““Bless’d be the Lamb, my dearest Lord.
¢¢ Dear Lord, and shall we ever live.
¢¢ Stweet Saviour, tune our songs anew.
““Thy wond'rous blood, dear dying Christ.
¢« Deayr Saviour, let thy beauties be.
¢ My dearest Lord was slain. .
¢ My God, my life, my love. . )
¢ From whose dear wounded body rolis.” '
Let these suffice for a specimen. If you say ¢yes, and a very bad
specimen,’ permit me to exclaim, * O my soul, come not thou into
that secret.” o

I do in conclusion repeat the abasing acknowledgment, that a’
more ardent love to the Lord Jesus would probably have excited me,’
both in private and in public, to a more frequent application of
affectionate epithets to that adorable Lord ; at the same time, I grant
that you have reason to complain on the head of excess, and that some
professors easily run into a sort of cant, whose love to Christ is after
all very guestionable. They speak t0 God and of God, in a manner
that induccs us to ask, ¢ where is their reverence for the divine
majesty ?” but we shall none of us ask that ?uestion respecting Dr,
Watts, and many others that I could easily refer you to. And, Sir,
if you were able to “ PUT DOWN"’ the application of the words dear,
sweet, and precious, to either of the persons in the adorable Trinity,
I do not think that the Judge of all the earth would on that account
say to you, ¢ well done, good and faithful servant.” N

London, April 8, 1828! : A BapTisT MINISTER.
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ORIGINAL ESSAYS.

XXXVIIL.
SOUND SPEECH—ITS ABUSES.

® In doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravily, sincerity, sound speeck, that cannot be
condemned ; that ke that is of the confrary part may be ashamed, having xo evil

thing to say «f yow.» Titusii. 7, 8. .

D1vERSIFIED as is the phraseology of the various sectsand parties

professing the name of Christ, it cannot occasion surprise in the
contemplative mind that a diversity of opinions should prevail as to
the propriety of certain terms peculiar to each. To expect, amidst
the almost unbounded variety of sentiment which obtains, that a
" standard might be devised, successfully to regulate the expression of
their ideas, is probably of all things most absurd. And we doubt
whether the expedients to which some writers and preachers have
recourse, for the correction of abuses on this head, do not involve a
species of the same inconsistency. That abuses exist, and such as are
of a revolting character, cannot be denied. And that sincere chris-
tians have thereby unwittingly given ungodly men occasion to prove
the malignity of their hearts, must be as readily, though by some
reluctantly, granted. But the latter, undoubtedly, is the more to be
deplored, inasmuch as the injurious effects are apparent, and of no
ordinary magnitude : while the popular attempts to remove the cause
rather tend, we think, to promote than retard the growing evil.

Where there exists a particle of sincerity, wheﬁler among a col-

lective body of professors, or in the bosom of individuals, we shall
meet with none who deny the simplicity of divine truth, or the pro-
priety of its being communicated to the auditor in plain and unsophis-

. ticated language.  That all who make this acknowledgment practise
the principle to which they assent, is best decided by those who
witness and bewail the error, and who strive to burst the party-tram-
mels in which they themselves have been held. _

- But it would be an useless measure to dwell thus on the point in
general terms.  To produce any effect,—at least that no effort may
be relinquished on our part to stem the swelling stream,—our ohser-
vations must be brought to bear on personal knowledge ; or the hope
of success is as vain as the assumption may be considered impertinent.

At the commencement of our fifth volume, the reader need not be
told that our sentiments come under the usual denomination of
¢¢ high Calvinism,"” and that we scruple not to accept the name,
¢¢ supralapsarians.”  Antinomianism, by whomsoever favoured, and
wherever found, raises our mortal detestation, and ever meets in us
the stern and uncompromising assailant.  The charge alleged against
us under the latter name, and that of ¢ hyper-calvinism,” we take in.
no other light than a reproach. We are at issue with our opponents

[N
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on the point, and desire to practise forgiveness towards those fromi
whom we suffer ¢ this wrong.” With godly sincerity we can adopt
the great apostle's bold declaration as our own: “ herein do I exer-
cise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God
and toward men.”

The fact cannot be withheld, however repugnant to the feelings of
some, that very many of those whose doctrinaﬂ)rinciples are assimi-
lated with our own have assumed a peculiarity of expression, on
spiritual things, which ill accords with the beautiful simplicity of the
inspired penmen.  We dare not believe they are aware of the great
injury thereby done to the cause they have espoused and are desirous
of promoting: indeed, could it reasonably be supposed that they were
truly conscious of its tendencies, we might rest in the probability of
the evil working its own cure. One of those mischievous tendencies,
namely, on the minds of the irreligious and profane, has been hinted
at in the course of these observations ; but it by no means presents
a foremost figure in the cheerless picture we are constrained to por-
tray. Thus having called attention to the topic under consideration,
we shall not burden the reader with ¢ modern instances’ from what
Mr. A. has said, or Mr. B. has written, but proceed to exhibit other
effects, issuing from the same cause, of more serious and more
general irifluence.

We might ask in vain for a justification of the authoritative and
dogmatic style so common to some of our pulpits. As ineffectual
would be our enquiry after a scriptural reason for the demeanour of
many private christians towards their humbler brethren.  The con-
ceit and pragmaticalness of others, particularly certain young converts,
is scarcely worthy an allusion ; were it not that their folly and weak-
ness are most intimately connected with the self-complacency and
dogmatism of the former, and are advancing by rapid strides to the
same height of unwarrantable assurance. But, as we are extremely
anxious not to be misunderstood, it may be proper to repeat that our
remarks are exclusively applied to those who are sound in the doc-
trines of grace, and who possess, it maz be hoped in the spirit of
charity, the fear of God. We warn them to examine themselves
whether to a departure from the simplicity of the faith, in the language
in which it ought ever to be conveyed, may not be attributed many
if not the ter part of the evils we lament, and are concerned to
avert. e would feign believe that they themselves, at least a few,
are somewhat conscious of the error,—but how to retrace their steps
they know not.

: From this cause has arisen much of the uneasiness and sorrow of
heart endured by ministers concerning the conduct of their hearers.
The spirit which has governed the public labours of the pastor, has
been copiously diffused among the people ; and the dictatorial leader
meets the reward of his imprudence in being plenteously dictated to
by his followers, The morose and haughty professor, sees the fruit
of his conduct in the frequent paroxysms of the mental disease com-
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municated to those with whom he associates. And the young tyro,
may be observed ¢ growing with the growth and strengthening with
the strength’ of his tutors and abettors, and often overmatching them
in the incongruity of his bebaviour, and in the wildness of his
speculations. :

Happy should we be were we able to close these complaints with
the statement that bas just fallen from our pen. But we recal to
mind with grief another glaring evil, the result of an unconquerable
determination to be singular. Some who stand up in the name of
the Lord, and are made faithful, no sooner direct their thoughts to the
erroneous doctrines of the day than their spiritual weapons are laid
down, and their carnal are assumed, and brandished with a virulence
and fury which would be disgraceful to the combatant in a less righ-
teous cause. Indeed, from instances passing under our own eye,
we have concluded that the parties have been seized with a kind of
mental inebriation, productive both to talker and hearer of the
unsatisfactory consequences incidental to extreme excitement. ¢ How
dwelleth the love of God in Him ?’ is the natural and frequent
enquiry of those who witness such scenes. And the utmost effort to
construe such conduct favourably cannot—with those who are not
unreasonably wedded to the opinions of an individual—fully evade
the force of the charge’of ¢ hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness.’

If we venture to descend from the pulpit, and take our place in
the pew, we might go on to relate that which is equally forbidding
and worthy of censure. The minister who thus caters to the passions
of his-audience, flattering their prejudices, and fostering their prepos-
sessions, may be sure to reap a rich harvest of significant shrugs, and
mirthful countenances, with other demonstrations of indecent appro-
bation. Follow such a people to their religious connexions and to
their homes, and further evidence will appear confirmatory of the
principle by which they are actuated, and of the influence of those.
peculiarities of which they boast. But here we quit the painful
subject : nor will we intrude into ¢ the sanctuary of home,’ unless we

.meet with any who have the hardihood to deny the correctness of the
outline we have sketched. If favoured with any objections to what
we have stated, it will be our endeavour further to prove that we
¢ 50 run, not as uncertainly,” and that we so fight, *“ not as one that
beateth the air.”” 1t is our desire and determination in the exercise
of faithflilness, that it should not be said with truth, we fear fo
expose the errors and fallacies of those with whom it may be con-
ceived we are more immediately connected under a profession of god-
liness, 'We do not build without first sitting down to count the cost :
““lest haply,” afier we have laid the foundation, < all that behold begin-
to mock, saying, this man began to build and was not able to finish.”

Brethren! in the same spirit which dictated the great apostle’s
address to the Corinthian church, (2 Cor. xi.) and in similar words,
we would exhort you.  Would to God ye could bear with us a little
“in our folly; and indeed bear with us. . For we are jealous over
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“you with godly jealousy. But we fear lest by any means, as the
¢ serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, 80 your minds should be
« corrupted from the simplicity that is 1n Christ. For if he that
« cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or
¢ if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another
“ 1 which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with Him.
“ But though we be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we
“ have.been throughly made manifest among you in all things.” -

On the right hand and on the left we observe gross departures from
the faith—novelty in doctrine—novelty in language—newness in any
and every thing but character. One saith,  I'am of Paul,” another,
¢ I of Apollos,” and another, ¢ I of Cephas;’* but who are they who
not only say but undisguisedly affirm, and justify the affirmation,
“and I of Christ 3" Amidst the discordant elements with which the
professing church is surrounded, be it the happiness of the humble
believer to lay fast hold of the promises of God made sure in his
covenant head. Acting faith on the divine faithfulness he will
increase and prosper in the %ood ways of the Lord. His life before
men will be characteristic of the life he has in Christ. < For him
to live will be Christ, to die eternal gain.”

R —
FRAGMENT, FROM THE POOR MAN'S CONCORDANCE,

RESURRECYTION.

HERE is a word of words! the doctrine of which, and the event-
ful consequences of which, involves in it all our high hopes and ek-
pectations of happiness for the life that now is and that which is to
come. The resurrection is the key'stone in the arch of the christian
faith : so that, as the apostle Paul strongly and unanswerably reasons,
s« if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen; and
if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and our faith isalso
vain,”  Yea, saith the apostle, (as if he had said, and that is not the
worst consequence if the doctrine be not true, for then,) ‘we are
found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that he
raised up Christ, whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise
not ; for if the dead rise not, then is not Christ risen ; and if Christ
be not raised your faith is vain, ye are yet in your sins; and then all
they which are fallen asléep in Christ are perished.” 1 Cor. xv,14—18.

The subject, therefore, is infinitely important ; and the apostle
hath placed the doctrine in the clearest light possible. It is reduced
to this single point—if Christ be not risen, then there is no resurrec-
tion of the dead ; but if Christ be himself risen, then is he become
¢ the first-fruits of them that sleep.”” For by his own resurrection he °
gives full proof to-all the doctrines he taught; and as he Heclared
himself to be the resurrection and the life, and promised that who-
soever lived and believed in him he would raise up at the last day,
and in confirmation of it arose himself; hence it must undeniab{y
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follow, that our resurrection is involved and secured in his. He said
himself, * because I live, ye shall live also.””  See John xi. 25, 26,
&ec. John v. 21 to 29. John xiv. 19.

Concerning the fact itself of our Lord's resurrection,- T do not
think it necessary to enlarge. The New Testament is so full of the
interesting particulars, and the truth of it is so strongly confirmed by
the innumerable witnesses both of the living and the dead ; yea, God
himself giving his testimony to the truth of it, that in a work of this
kind I consider it a superfluous service to bring forward any proof.
I rather assume it as a thing granted, and set it down as one of the

lainest matters of fact the world ever knew, that ¢ Christ is risen

rom the dead.”’ I shall therefore only subjoin under this article the
observations which naturally arise out of this glorious truth, in proof
also, that as Christ indeed is risen from the dead, he arose not as a
private person, but the public Head of his church, which is his body,
and thereby became ¢ the first fruits of them that sleep.”

The first view of Christ’s resurrection, as connecting our resurrecs
tion with 1t, is the full assuranoce it brought with it that the debt of
sin Christ undertook as our surety was discharged. For never, surely,
would the prison doors of the grave have been thrown open, and
Christ let out, had not the law of God, and the justice of God, both
been satisfied. In that glorious moment, when Christ arose from the
dead, he proved the whole truth of what_he had taught ¢ Destroy
this temple,” he said, and he spake of the temple of his body, ¢ and
in three days I will raise it up.” See John ii. 18—22. And hence
God the Father on this occasion is called ¢ the God of peace, who
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,” because by the
blood of the everlasting covenant he had now fulfilled the contract on
his part, and God now fulfilled it in his, and in confirmation is here
called ¢ the God of peace.” Heb. xiii. 20, -

The next view of Christ’s resurrection, as including in it ours, is
that as the man Christ Jesus arose, so assuredly must the bodies of
all his redeemed. And as it was said by Moses to Pharoah concern-
ing Israel’s deliverance from Egypt, not an hoof shall be left behind,
Exod. x. 26. so it may be said ofP Israel's seed, not an hair of their
head shall perish, much less the humblest and least of Christ’s mys-
tical body shall be lost in the rains of the world, which at the resur-
rection is then to be burnt.  And this resurrection of the bodies of
Christ’s members is secured, by virtue of their union and oneness
with their glorious Head ; for so the character of the covenant runs—
¢« If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you,
be that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.”” Rom. wiii. 11. Sweet
thought to the believer! He may truly say, 1 shall arise, not simply
by the sovereign power of that voice that raiseth the dead, but by his
Spirit which unites me to himself now, and will then quicken me to
the new life in him for ever. ~ And this is the meaning of that

blessed promise of God the Father to the Son—¢¢ Thy dead men shall
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live ;” yea, saith the Lord Jesus, in answer, as it were, and in a way
of confirmation, * together with my dead body shall they arise.”” And
then comes the call—¢* awake and sing ye that dwell in the dust, for
thy dew,” the warm, re-animating, life-giving dew of Jesus in resur-
rection-power to glory, as in regenerating power first in grace from
¢ the.womb of the morning,”” in which Christ had ¢ the dew from his
youth.” Ps. cx. 3. « is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast
. out her head.” Tsa. xxvi, 19. Beautiful figure ! the dew of herbs

revives those plants which appear through the winter like dry sticks,
and not the least view of her%age remains. Son of man ! can these
sticks live?  Such will be Christ’s dew to the bodies of his people.
Oh, precious, precious Jesus !

One thou Et more on this subject of Christ’s resurrection, and
of his church so highly interested in it, and that is, that as Jesus's
resurrection is the cause of ours, and he himself accomplisheth ours
by his Spirit as a germ dwelling in us, so the blessedness of our
resurrection is, that as Christ’s identical body arose, so shall ours.
¢« He will change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his
glorious body.”” Changed it will be from what it was sown in
weakness, because it will be raised in power, but its identity, con-
sciousness, reality, will be the same. Here again we feel constrained
to cry out, oh, precio;tdpreciom Lord Jesus ! and to say with Job,
¢ I know that my eemer,” or, as the words are, my kinsman
Redeemer, ¢ liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the
earth. And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in
my flesh shall I'see God, whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes
shall behold,” for myself, ¢ and not another for me."” Job xix. 25,
26, 27. » .

So much for the doctrine of the resurrection, and the unanswer-
able testimonies on which it is founded. The Lord strengthen all
his people in the faith of it, seging that by the resurrection of their
Lord they are begotten to this lively hope in Jesus, to an inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for them who are kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation,” 1 Pet. i. 3—5.

e ——

SONNET.

WHEN sailing on the troubled sea of life,
Our feeble barks by stormy windg are tost,

While boist’rous waves maintain a constant strife,
And every comfort to our souls seems lost ;

When to increase the apparent desp’rate state,
The troubling foe with all his wiles appears,

And almost drowns our souls with doubts and fears,
And nought but shipwreck seems on us to wait :

*Tis sweet to anchor on redeeming grace,

And view in Christ a perfect hiding-place.

Vol. V.—No. 5. D
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REVIEW.

The Works of the English and Scottish Reformers. Edited by
Thomas Russell, A.M. Vol. II. Ebenezer Palmer.

It would be an act of supererogation to attempt to prove the ines-
timable worth of the works of our great Reformers. ﬂh the riames
and the deeds of those valiant soldiers of the cross are eternized. The

_testimony of ¢ the armies of the aliens,” turned to flight by their

" unquenchable valour, has long confirmed the greatness of their
renown, and the glory of their conquest. Consequently, it has become
the source of universal regret, among all true protestants, that many
of their most valuable writings are inaccessible ; ¢ being confined,’

as the Editor remarks, ¢ to onginal or early impressions, and found

only in the cabinet of the collector, or the libraries of public institu-
tions.” The publisher deserves well of the protestant community ;
and we should hope will soon meet the reward of his entérprize, in
an encreasing circulation with each successive volume, :

The capacious design of this undertaking is to publish uniformly
the entire works of the principal Reformers, and selections from those
of their contemporaries. OtP the former, there are already promised
the works of TYNDALE, FRITH, and BARNES, CRANMER, LATIMER,.
HooPER, RIDLEY, and BRADFORD. Selections will be made from
the writings of NicHoras RipLEY, KNOX, COVERDALE, BALE,
PoNET, BECON, JOYE, SAMPSON, LEVER, and other early pro-
testant divines. And extracts from Fox’s Acts and Monuments of
the memorials of BILNEY, LAMBERT, HAMILTON, ROGERS, BoRTE-
WICK, WISHART, PHILPOT, and their fellow sufferers in the "rei
of Henry and Mary, who ¢ were slain for the word of .God, mﬁ:
testimony which they held.’ '

As the table of contents to this, the first volume which has appeared,
i8 too voluminous to be transcribed, we shall present our reufem with
a choice extract from the learned and renowned TYNDALE, on the
parable of the wicked mammon.

“ What shall we say then to those Scriptures, which sound as though a
man should do good works, and live well for heaven’s sake or eternal re-
ward? As these are, ‘“ Make you friends of the unrighteous mammon.”
And (Matt. vii.) ‘“ Gather you treasures together in heaven.” Also (Matt.
xix.) ¢ If thou wilt enter into life keep the commandments,’”” and such
like. This, say I, that they which understand not, neither feel in their hearts
what faith meaneth, talk and thiink of the reward, even as they do of the
work ; neither suppose they that a man ought m_work, but in a respect to
the reward. For they imagine, that it is in the kingdom of Christ, as it is
in the world among men, that they must deserve heaven with their good
works. Howbeit, their thoughts are but dieams and false imaginations. Of
these men speaketh Malachi (chap. i.) Who is'it among you that shutteth a
door for my pleasure for nought, that is, without respect of reward > These
are servants that seek gains and vintage, hirelings and day labourers, which

here on earth receive their rewards, as the pharisees with their prayers and
fastings. (Matt. v.) o :

“ But on this wise goeth it with heaven, with everlasting life, and eternal
reward: likewise as good works naturally follow faith (as it is above re-
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hearsed) so that thon needest not to command a true believer to work, orto
compel him with any law, for it is unpossible that he should not work ; he
tarrieth but for an occasion ; he is ever disposed of himself, thou needest
but to put Lim in remembrance, and that to know the false faith from the
true. Even so naturally doth eternal life follow faith and good living, with-
out seeking for, and is impossible that it should not come, though no man
thought thereon. Yet is it rehearsed in the Scripture, alleged promised
to know the difference between a false believer and a true believer, and that
every man may know what followeth good living naturally and of itself,
without taking thought for it. . .

¢ Take a gross ensample : hell, that is, everlasting death, is threatened
unto sinners, and yet followeth it sin naturally without seeking for. For no
man doth evil to be damned therefore, but had rather ‘avoid it. Yet there
the one followeth the other naturally, and though no man told or warned
him of it, yet should the sinner find it and feel it. Nevertheless, it is there-
fore threatened, that men may know what followeth evil living. Now then,
as after evil living followeth his reward unsought for, even so after good
living followeth his reward naturally unsought for, or unthought upom.
Even as when thou drinkest wine, be it good or bad, the taste followeth of
itaelf, thou&h thou therefore drink it not. Yet testifieth the Scripture, and
it is true, that we are by inheritance heirs of damnation ; and that ere we be
born, we are vessels of the wrath of God, and full of that poison whenee
naturally all sins spring ; and wherewith we cannot but sin, which thing
the deetis that follow (when we behold ourselves in the glass of the law of
God) do declare and utter, kill our consciences, and show us what we were
and wist not of it; and certifieth us that we are heirs of damnation. For if
we were of God we should cleave to God, and lust after the will of God.
But now our deeds compared to the law declare the contrary, and by our
deeds we see ourselves, both what we be and what our end shall be.

““ So now thou seest thatlife eternal and all good things are promised unto
faith and belief; so that he that believeth on Christ shall be safe. Christ’s
blood hath purchased life for us, and hath made us the|heirs of God; so
that heaven cometh by Christ’s blood. If thou wouldst obtain heaven with
the merits and deservings of thine own works, so didst thou wrong, yea,
and shamedst the blood of Christ, and unto thee were Christ dead in vain.
Now is the true believer heir of God by Christ’s deservings, yea, and in
Christ was predestinate and ordained unto eternal life before the world
began. And when the gospel is.preached unto, us, we believe the mercy of
God, and In believing we receive the Spirit of God, which is the earnest of
eternal life, and we are in eternal life already, and feel already in our hearts
the sweetness thereof, and are overcome with the kindness of God and
Christ, and therefore love the will of God, and of love are ready to work
freely, and not to obtain that which is given us freely, and whereof we are
‘heirs already.

¢ Now when Christ saith : ¢ Make you friends of unrighteous mammon,”
¢ Gather you treasure together in heaven,” and such like: thou seest that
the meaning and intent is no other but that thou shouldst do good, and so
will it follow of itself naturally, without seeking and taking of thought,
that thou shaltfind friends and treasure in heayen, and receive a reward. So
let thine eye be single, and look unto good living only, and take no thought
for the reward, but be content. Forasmuch as thon: ¥nowest and art sure
that the reward and all things contained'in God’s promﬂi‘gs follow good living
naturally: and thy good works do but testify only, and ¢ertify thee that the
Spirit of God is in thee, whom thou hast rectived in earnest of God’s truth ;
and that thou art heir of all the goqdness of God, and that all good things
are thine already, purchased by Clirist’s blood, and laid up in store against
that day, when every man shdéll' receive according to hris deeds, that is, ac-
cording as his deeds declare and testify, what he is or was. For they that
look unto the reward are slow, false, subtle, and crafty workers, love
the reward more than the work, yea, hate the labour, yea, hate God which
commandeth the labour, and are'weary both of the commandment, and also
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of the Commander, and work with tediousness. But he that worketh of pure
love, withoat seeking of reward, worketh truly.”

In a note attached to the volume, the subscribers are informed that
it is arranged for Vol L to be published last, and that it will contain
the whole of TYNDALE'S invaluable and extremely scarce translation
of the new Testament. :

Sermons designed for Family Instruction. By the Rev. Robert B.
Fisher, B.A. Vicar of Basildon, with the Chapelry of Ashampstead,
in the county of Berks. Seeley and Co. 4 -

THE plain and copcise Sermons comprised in this small volume
are composed on subjects of great import, and published by the
author that his parishioners and others ¢ may have an opportunity of
meditating in tﬁ;wate on the truths which he considered it his duty to
deliver from the pulpit.” They bear the following titles. Sermon
1. The con nces of the Fall. [l. Forgiveness through faith in
Christ. III. The Office of the Holy Spirit, &c. 1V. The Origin and
Importance of Good Works. V. Union of the people of God
recommended from the example of Ruth. VI. The means of Chris-
tian Steadfastness. VII. The Certainty and ‘Purposes of Afffiction,
&c. VIIL. Destruction the consequence of rejecting Reproof.
1X. Death and Judgment.

‘The best of the series is the fourth, on Eph. ii. 10. wherein the
origin and the importance of good works are treated of correctly
and faithfully, particularly their origin. :

“There must be a quickening and renewing influence exercised upon the
soul. The Holy Spirit communicated by virtue of Christ's merits and inter-
cession, must effect in it a new creation. Its faculties must receive a fresh
bent, Its affections and desires must be diverted into-a different channel.
New principles must be inserted, and its dispositions conformed to the Di-
vine image and will. And when this spiritual change, this new creation, has
been effected, good works will be produced. Actions, springing from faith
and love towards the Lord Jesus Christ, will adorn the life in rich abundance:
and thus excellent in quality, as proceeding from proper motives, though
still stained with imperfection, they will be pleasing and acceptable to God,
through the prevailing merits of our complete Redeemer.”

“‘You see then, my brethren, the origin of good works. You see that they
spring, not from any principles natural to fallen man, but from those prin-
ciples which in regeneration are planted b‘y the Holy Spirit in the human
hieart. Before we can live in the practice of them, we must experience the
Divine mercy. God, for his great love wherewith he loveth us, even when
dead in sins, must quicken us together with Christ, and raise us up in a new
and spiritual nature, after his own likeness. Away then, with every idea of
merit. For how can actions, however excellent, be meritorious, when the
very inclination and power of performing them, is derived from the rich
mercy of God towards us? How can they of themselves deserve his favour,
~or purchase admission into his presence, when they proceed altogether from
t:lat free grace, which he has manifested in Christ Jesus for the salvation of
sinners.”

When we had read this, with part of the Sermon on the office of
the Holy Spirit, and other isolated passages, our astanishment was
excited at the discovery elsewhere of a great deal of chaff inter-
ringled with good seed. As it has been habitual with us to expect,
where the first ‘principles of the gospel are laid down, that the truth
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and nothing but the truth will follow, our regret was encreased
exceedingly. We know full well the effects of the heart’s undis-
covered deceitfulness, we can make allowance for weakness of judg-
ment in spiritual things ; but we must not, we dare not sanction or
recommend that which is in direct opposition to the counsel of God
for the salvation of sinners.

The Saint awaking with the Divine Ltkeness. A Sermon delivered
at Beresford l, Walworth; and at the Tuesday Evening
%aejelure, New Broad Street, London. By Edward Andrews, L.L.D.

mer.

Dr. Andrews is rather quick upon us with his valuable Sermons;
this being the third that has come under our notice since the com-
mencement of the year, His admirers, in procuring each as they
have appeared, will consider it no tax on them; though a repeated
call of this kind from the pen of some authors may well be considered
as such,

. From Ps. xvii. 15. in his own inviting style, the Doctor notices,
1. THE EXPRESSION, “ As for me.” As it respects, 1. Contrast.
2: Solitude. 3. Resolution. II. THE EXPERIENCE, * 1 will behold
thy face in righteousness.” Here, are considered, 1. The Vision.
2. The mannerof it. IIl. THE COMPLACENGY, * I shall be satis-
fied.” - As it may regard, 1. Doubts. 2. Knowledge. 3. Enjoy-

‘ment. V. THE RESEMBLANCE, ‘“ When I awake with thy likeness,”
As it regards, 1. Brilliancy. 2. Purity. 3. Immonrtality.

OUn the subject of the believer’s doubts, and his want of evidence
of interest in Christ, we subjoin a paragraph.

¢ There are some who speak of the saints as if privileged fromn doubts and
fears ; but this spiritual gasconading is utterly unscriptural. The very first
lesson of the Holy Spirit in our conversion supposes a deep view of sin and
its consequences. Now the fact is, that as the man of God advances in the
divine life, he will see more and more of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and
sometimes be filled with horror on account of it ; such horror as will amount
to ‘¢ the fear of hell;”” as when this sentiment ‘‘gat hold’’ on the Psalmist.
If the child of God be not often the subject of doubtings and spiritual dis-
tress, why did the Divine Spirit assume the office of the Comforter ; and why
are there given us in Christ, and sweetly applied by that sacred Consoler,
many great and exceeding precious promises? These doubts ought not to-
be encouraged where the soul is humbled, and made willing to forsake sin,
and live by faith on the Son of God; and we cannot deny, that sometimes
they grow into gross unbelief, and thus grieve the Holy Spirit : and that they
are sometimes excited, always encouraged, by Satan, the Spirit of bondage ;
yet they are over-ruled by Divine grace to humble the soul, and to make
Christ’s salvation more precious to us. He who knows nothing of the plague
of his own heart, knows nothing of these holy doubtings ; nor will he, con-
tinuing in his present state, know any thing of the preciousness of Christ.
The full soul loatheth an honeycomb ; but, to the hungry soul, every bitter-
thing is sweet.”

¢« Sometimes the believer’s evidences of interest in Christ are brought so
low, that he has then only one left ; viz. the wish to be holy: a hatred of sin.
And often a renewed sense of his infirmities, his guilt before God, sorely weighs
him down ; he remembers, with unspeakable bitterness, his offences,—not
only before he knew the Lord, but since. This remembrance. sometimes
drives him almost to distraction. It may well be said,  If the foundations
be destroyed, ‘what can the righteous do 2* For when a sense of guilt be-
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comes predominant, he seems unable to lay hold on Jesns. Oh, how wretched
is the child of God when almest wholly left to a sense of his own vileness®
Yet such humbling lessons render Christ more precious : they throw a glory
over ordinances ; they bedim the world, and render nothing delightful but
sweet covenant promises ; they produce great solemnity, and seriousness of
soul, and a holy awe and reverence for the Divine Being; they endear the
conversation of the saints, and make every glimpse of heaven more lovely
than before, unless, indeed, when the terrors of bondage affright the mind
from that vision for a time; but the sweet Spirit of God does not entirely
withdraw ; he enables the poor mourning soul to look across. wishfully into
final bliss. And, Oh! how charming to him is the thought of an eternal
*Sabbath! It can scarcely be possible for any one to love the thought of an
everlasting Sabbath, who has not been savingly taught of God. If we can
dwell on such an idea with delight, it augurs well for our spiritual state. Let
the believer remember, that there is no sin in being tempted : it is a sin only
when we yield to the tempter. Thou feelest that thou art in a body of sin
and death : let this urge thee to the fulness of Jesus. It was, among other
things, to save thee from the power of sin that the Holy Ghost undertook to
be thy teacher and leader. 1f thou have fallen, look to the Lamb of God;
and let thy fall humble thee ; but thon mayest not continue in the dust.
Thou must not grovel in despair. Christ is able to raise thee up again. Yet,
if thou be a child of God, thou wilt not need my telling thee, that #in is a
horrible thing 1 - How dearly hast thou paid for toying with it!" But if thoun
bave for some considerable time of late walked as a christian ought to walk,
and yet art miserable, heart-broken, wretched, inconsolable, because of thy
unworthiness; remember thou canst gain no conceivable good by looking
away from Jesus: but thou mayest receive all covenant blessings by coming
to him again.” L -

This extract we give, in preference to -any other, forits applicability
to most of the believing family ; it is only exceeded in excellence by
the opening of the discourse, in which the words of the text are
justly pronounced to be the language of Christ, ¢ whose soul was not
left in hell, and who, as God’s Holy One, was not suffered to see

corruption,’

Dying Sayings of Eminent Christians, especinlly Ministers of
various Denominations, Periods, and Counities: selected and
arranged in the alphabetical order of the names of the " deceased.
By.Ingram Cobbin, M. A. Westley and Davis.
¢ THESE be the last words' of many who, with the son of Jesse,

were ¢ anointed of the God of Jacob,” and by whom * the Spirit of

the Lord spake, and his word was in their tongue.” The design of
-the seleetor is worthy of praise, and his desire we cannot doubt will
-be abundantly accomplished.
¢ If but one doubting soul is comforted, or but one believer established in
his most holy faith by means of this collection, the compiler will think his
“labour well repaid. . N
Though most of the distingunished names on recotd, in the annals of the
- Church of Christ, are to be found in the following pages, there yet remain
the testimonies of many others, which it was not possible to introduce with-
out swelling the work to an unsuitahle size ; yet these are too valuable to be

omitted ; if, therefore, circumstances should justify the preparation for a

second volume, it will in due time make its appearance, and will include all

the Dying Sayings which remaln, of a similar character with those which are

here presented to the christian public.” .

. We shall have great pleasure in learning that * circumstances will
justify the preparation for a second volume’ of ‘equal interest and
usefulness. ' :
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POETRY.

THE RESURRECTION, ASCENSION, AND EXALTATION OF CHRIST.

On! glorious dawn, oh | soul reviving day,
When the great Conqueror burst the icy bands
Of cruel death, and tore away his sting ;
. While the infernal hosts of hell, who stood
In firm phalanx around his sepulchre,
Affrighted flee, and bound in iron chains
Are banish’d down to everlasting fire.

As when some mighty king, renown’d of old,

Leads forth his conqu’ring armies to the fight,
Victorious triumphs o’er his vanquish’d foes,
And leads his rival captive ; so the Prince of life,
Uprising from the tomb to die no more,
Captive captivity led. He trampled down
The boasted vict’ry of the King of Terrors,
For those for whom he died : in Him they died,

- And rose in Him who triumph’d o’er their foes.

Lo! the bright Conqu'ror Jesus, mount on high,
With royal honours crown’d, and shouts of praise
Proclaim him Lord of All. The glorious-hosts,
Seraphic choirs, and flaming cherubim,

e shining throng of heaven) around Him fall,
d lost in wonder, rapturoua sing his praise.

Now the bright chariot of the Prince of Light
Beaches the pearly gates of Paradise :
He with authority demands ingress.
Ten thousand thousand shining hosts ascend
The brilliant portals of the heaven of heavens :
Wide ope.they fly, and bright seraphic choirs
Weltome the King of Glory to the gkies.

Lo ! with unclouded splendour through th’ expanse,
In majesty the glorious Victor rides;
The countless millions of the sons of light
Divide before him ; while he marches through,
Up to the radiant throne of Deity.
-Sparkling with honours there he takes his seat,
On the right hand of Majesty supreme.
Throned in insufferable light he sits,
The universal Lord. The saints in light
Fall prostrate at his feet, and hail their King,
Lord of hosts) their Husband, and thlm God

or he ashamed the union disavows,
But owns them as his bride—his love divine,
Circles her round to all eeemitiy;. .
High o’er the pow’rs of hell sublime she sits,
At his right hand exalted ; endless bliss
Crowns her majestie head ; the choirs above
Barn with extatic love, and shout her Lord,
The King of heaven, the Sov’reign of the skies,
For ever blest ! )

ESTHER.
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LINES

Written after meeting with a few Christian Friends at Kersey, Sufolk,
May, 1824.

How sweet to meet where Jesus
shines, .

Or write, when he inspiresthelines;

To talk with hearts made warm by
grace,

Or pray, when Jesus shews his face.

My heart well knows his quickening
power,
When christian friends havespent an
hour
In tracing o’er his acts of grace,—
.Aud joy sat smiling on each face.
How sweet that unction from above
Which opens up the Saviour’s love;
This knits our hearts in union sweet,
And lays us low at Jesu’s feet. )

Then each one’s faults are all forgot,
Cover’d as though we saw them not;
To nature’s failings deaf and blind,
And each for Jesu’s sake is kind.

All worldly talk and compliments' '
(Such little things) we banish hence;
While Jesu’s love fills every heart
We find it painful to depart.

But when we all arrive at home,
No parting time will ever come ;
For there we go with Christ to dwell,
And never, never say, ¢ farewell.’

Till then, T must be free to say,

Such pleasant meetings by the way
Tend to promote our christian love,
And lead our minds to things above.

A savour oft is left behind,

Sweetly perfuming all the mind ;

Where Jesus in the midst is found,

We don’t forget that spot of ground.

The very handle of the door,

Yields a perfume unknown before ;

The lock, if Christ but touch, we find,

Sweet smelling myrrh is left behind.*
SuSANNA.

# Sol. Song v, 4,5,

et

LINES WRITTEN ON THE DEATH OF A TRULY VALUED FRIEND.
« Surely th® bitterness of death is past.”

HERE ends, O death, thy vaunted
ower, -

Life’s battle can be foughtno more ;

Though pierc’d to-death by grief and

pain,
That heart shall never bleed again.

It is not death, to those who rest,
_And sleep the slumber of the blest;
To thgse who freed from earth’s dull

ties,
Bathe in the splendour of the skies.

It is not death, to meet the view
Of Him, and prove his promise true,
Within the sacred seals to trace

The lofty lineage of thy race.

1t is not death, among the throng
Of myriad millions wraptin song,
To feel the ocean tide of praise
Roll on through never-ending days.

It is not death eterne to scan
Theunfathomed wonders of that plan,

By which the almighty heir was born

Ere the sun lightened up the morn.

O could I tell the wordless thought,

That deems the realms of matter
nought,

All shadowy, failing, false to view,

The immaterial only true !

Then could 1 tell their boundlessbliss,
‘Who leave this dark, impure abyss;
The awful majesty of soul,
Possessed of vast creation’s whole.

O ’tis a sunlit thought ! that dies

When the frail tongue to tell it tries; -

Like glorious birds of Eden-birth,

That falllilng soil their plumes with
earth.

Give us such death, then life is ours,
Heaven’s birth, and death thqt life
secures ;
¢ A brother born’ unsinning stood,
And purchas’d priceless rights with
blood.
A WAYFARER.
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SAINTS? TREASURY.

« There are Three that bear record in heaven, the FATHER, the WORD, and the HOLY
GHOST : and these Three are One.” 1Johnv.7.
« Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” Jude 3.

JuLy, 1828.

( For the Spiritual Magazine.)

A SERMON,

PREACHED AT CHARLES' CHURCH, PLYMOUTH, BY THE REV. R.
R. HAWKER, D, D. VICAR, JUNE 18, 1826.
(NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED.)

« I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought
a good fight, I kave finished my course, I have kept the faith : Henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall
give me at that day; and not to me only, but xnto all them also that love his

appearing.”—2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8.

Having called on the spiritual church of Christ, this morning, in
our observations on 2 Cor. ii. 14. to notice the triumphs of the great
apostle, I thought it might be proper to follow up the subject by
speaking of the triumphant manner in which he closed his ministry.

This second epistle to Timothy was the last he ever wrote, being
written about the year 64, when he was in the full prospect of mar-
tyrdom, in the reign of the tyrant monster, Nero, under whom both
Peter and Paul suffered in the same year.

Now, it will not be uninteresting to read, and consider a little, the
former part of this chapter, although it is my intention to confine my
observations chiefly to an explanation of my text. I charge thee,”
says the apostle, ¢ before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead, in the day of his appearing and his
kingdom ; preach the word; be instant in season, out of season,
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine. For
the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine ; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having

Vor. V.—No. 51. E
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itching ears. And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry.”” Verse 1 to 5. .
I cannot imagine any thing more awful in the contemplation of
Paul when writing to Timothy than this solemn charge. The latter
_ was very dear to him, not only on account of his youth, but because
he had been awakened and brought to the knowledge of the truth by
the instrumentality of the apostle, so that he was as a spiritual father
to him. And further, Paul had taken him as a spiritual help to him
in the ministry. He had employed him in the service of his Master ;
and therefore with his head ready, as it were, to be put on the block,
he writes his last charge, in which we perceive that the Lord Jesus
Christ was infinitely more dear to him than any of his temporal affairs
and connections, * I charge thee, therefore,” says he, ¢ before God
and the Lord Jesus Christ,”” &c. And then he gives a reason for the
particular injunction ¢to preach the word,” &c. &c. ¢ The time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine.”” Paul had the
spirit of prophecy given him for the benefit of the church, and he
predicted that the time would come when people would not endure
the sound doctrines of the everlasting gospel. And what time is this
but in these latter days? And what are these doctrines that cannot
be endured, but the everlasting love of God the Father to his elect, or
to his church in Christ; the everlasting grace of the Son in redeeming
them from the curse, marrying and taking them into union with him-
self, and so rescuing them from the Adam-fall transgression; and the
fellowship and communion of the Spirit in teaching them and in-
structing them in all things necessary to their salvation? Had Paul
lived to this hour he would have seen the fulfilment of his predictions,
for these doctrines cannot now be endured. And would he, think
you (supposing he had to ordain ministers for the preaching of the
gospel), would he send forth such as we see in our. days, many of
whom denying the truth as it is in Jesus?  Sirs, would to God that
none of us ever lost sight of my morning text. ¢ Now, thanks be
unto God, who always causeth us to triumph in Christ:"’ and what
follows ? “and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us
in every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in
them that aresaved, and ia them that perish. To theone we are the
savour of death unto death, and to the other the savour of life unto
life.”  And I would alsd that we were all led to the most serious con-
templation of the subject of my sermon. I feel that I am fast ap-
proaching my departure, but some of you may be nearer. There are
two features of it. that ] beg of you to remark before we go on. One

is, that without the knowledge of the Lord Jesus, there can be no -

true knowledge of the Father; and to know the Lord Jesus Christ jn
hls.etemal power and Godhead, is to know. Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, according to John xiv. 7. * If ye had known me, yefwould
have known my Father also, and henceforth ye know him,.a? have
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seen him,” And again, 16th verse, I will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever,
even the Spirit of truth,” &e. In the knowledge of Christ, there-
fore, we have the true knowledge of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost;
and, every child of God ought day by day, and hour by hour, to say
with the same firmness of mind as the apostle, ¢ Now, thanks be to
God who always causeth us to triumph in Christ.”” The other fea-
ture 1s, that there is nothing more to be desired than the particular
enjoyment of this, morning, noon, and night; for it is very blessed
to live above the afflicting circumstances of time and sense, and in
the darkest night as well as in the brightest day, to sing perpetually
the triumph of the apostle, ¢ Now,nﬁxanks be to Gog who always
causeth us to triumph in Christ "’

The infidelity of which all of us have had ocular demonstration
that it abounds in the present day, the Holy Ghost also points out in
the preceding chapter, * This know also, that in the last days peri-
lous times shall come; for men shall be lovers of their ownselves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un-
thankful, unholy,” &c. &c. See Ist to Oth verse. These then are
the very times when the Lord's faithful ones should contend earnestly
for the faith. For my part, I trust I shall never in this sense hang
my harp upon the willow, but shall sound forth the glories of Christ
as long as I live; and when I'sleep in Him [ shall continue the same
for evermore.

Well then, says Paul, contemplating perhaps the rage of the em-
peror Nero, and in the full prospect of his approaching execution,
< I bave fought a good fight, | have finished my course, I have kept
the faith ; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day.” He
wasnow about to consummate the life of triumphing in Christ. The
good fight which he had fought was not his own, nor was the crown
of righteousness awarded to him for any of his services. The former
was, God fighting in him and by him, making the word instrumental
to the converting, building up, and establishi ng in the faith many of
the Lord’s chosen, and to the prosperity and increase of the whole
church; and the latter was, the sovereign gift of the great Head of
the church.

[ was this morning contemplating some of the circumstances
relating to the life of this great apostle. What an instrument in the
bands of God was he to the pulling down the strong holds of sin and
satan., Fourteen epistles, making about two-thirds of the New Tes~
tament, were written by him, How often have these been blessed :
end when the mouth of him that now speaks, and when you that
hear, shall have ceased for ever, how greatly will they continue to be
blessed to the church of the living God! His conversion, if you
recollect, as recorded in the ninth chapter of Acts, was by a special
call of the Lord Jesus Christ from heaven. The particulars of this
are repeated in the twenty-second chapter, and again in the twenty-
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gixth chapter. Paul also alludes to it, Gal. i. 16. and 1 Tim. i. 12, 16.
Now what was the design of the Holy Ghost in thus thrice repeating
it in the Acts ? There was no human probability, indeed it wasa
physical impossibility that the Jews should willingly have allowed
him at this time to preach to them, for he had been downrightly hated
by them ever since his conversion, ever since the time he had com-
p{etely apostatized from their religion. Nothing was, therefore, more
unlikely than that he should be permitted in a public audience to
make such sermons on his own conversion as we find recorded ; .and
yet God was pleased that by very extraordinary means these things
should be made known to them by his own mouth. In the twenty-
first chapter it appears that this faithful servant of God fell into the
hands of certain base and abandoned men who made an attempt to
take away his life, verse 21.  This created an uproar in the city, and
it happened that a message was dispatched to the Roman officer of
the citadel, and down came a body of soldiers, when the captain
ordered Paul to be put in chains, rescued him from the hands of the
Jews, and then conducted him to the castle in order to soour%e him.
On his arriving at the outskirts, or the stairs, Paul requested leave to
be permitted to speak to the people, and Yermission being granted,
and silence obtained, he was allowed to relate at large the account of
his wonderful conversion, &c. as recorded in the twenty-second
chapter. .

Now figure to yourselves what followed upon this relation. The
people no doubt, after they had heard the whole: of what he had to
say, carried the story to their respective homes, where it was related
again, and again, and again; so that this man’s conversion, in all
probability was as much spoken of as any event that had ever taken
place in the country. Butit did not end here. The Holy Ghost was

leased that the Gentiles should hear of it also; and this too was
rought about under very peculiar and extraordinary circumstances.

After Paul had been taken into the garrison, the Jews endeavoured
to murder him, and it was agreed that forty of them should conspire
together, or as it is said, they bound themselves under a t curse
that they would neither eat nor drink until they had killed him. Their
stratagem however failed, for the captain sent him away to Cesarea
by night, under a safe escort. See chap. 23. At Cesarea, however, he
was cruelly treated by Felix, the Roman governor, he having left him
bound with chains for two whole years. When Festus, who suc-
ceeded Felix, entered upon his office, he obliged Paul's accusers to
come down and confront him ; but nothing came of the proceedings
except Paul’s appeal unto Cesar. See chap, 25. After a short time,
however, down cime king Agrippa and his wife upon a visit, in
order to salute Festus; and then, as a matter of curiosity, Festus
communicated to him the case of this poor imprisoned man. ¢ Why,’
said Agrippa, ¢ Ishould like to hear him ;’ and the next day, he went
with great pomp, accompanied by his lords, chief captains, &c. into
the court, and commanded Paul to be brought before him ; and the
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business being opened, Agrippa said, ¢ Paul, thou art permitted to
speak for thyself.” Upon which Paul stretched forth his hand, and
related the manner of his miraculous conversion. See chap. 26. It
does not appear that he had done speaking when Festus cried out,
¢ Thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.”
Upon which Paul appealed to Agrippa that the things of which he
had spoken had not beén done in a corner. The resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and the coming down of the Holy Ghost were not done
in a corner. ¢ For the king,” says he, ¢ knoweth these things, and
I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him.” And
upon a further appeal to his conscience respecting his belief in the
prophets, Agrippa exclaimed, * almost thou persuadest me to be a
chnstian ! Almost / says Paul, “I would to God, that not only
thou; but also all that hear me this day, were both almost and alto-
gether such as I am, except these bonds.”” Upon this, the king, the
governor, &c. &c. withdrew to consider the matter, and it was re-
solved that the apostle should be sent to Rome, in consequence of his
appeal to Cesar.* '

Now there is a vastdeal in all this. God the Spirit was pleased to
over-rule the minds of all these men, so as to cause them to come
and hear the wonderful relation of the apostle’s miraculous conver-
sion; and after that, each of them in returning to their respective
homes and avocations, the Jews, the King, Bernice, Festus, &c.
should speak of it again in all their various communities and socie-
ties.

Now pause over the subject, and attend to two or three leading fea-
tures which concern ourselves, Figure to your imagination thatyou had
been present at one of these public assemblies. Behold, for instance,
King Agrippa and his princes in their robes, and the prisoner in his
chains, and look at them in a spiritual point of view: Paul wasin
robes, even the royal robes of Christ's righteousness ; King Agrippa
was in chains, even the chains of death and hell! The spiritual ap-
prehension of things is totally different from all carnal views. The
almost christian if not persuaded by the teaching of God the Spirit,
it matters not; for though he may yield an historical assent to the
truth of the gospel, yet in fact he is really indifferent about it.

Here is an instance of a man that was breathing out threatening
and slaughter against the disciples of Christ, suddenly called to the
knowledge of the Lord. Such things transpire continually in all the
assemblies of the Lord's people, and in this marvellous way the Lord
is perpetually calling his people home from the four corners of the

* Herein we see the leadings of God’s providence in order that his ser-
vant might publish his Name more extensively among the Gentiles. The
account of his journey to this great city may be seen in the two last chap-
ters of the Acts. Subsequently, he was liberated, but after some littlc time
again arrested, and put to death under Nero. Immediately before suffering
he wrote the Epiatle from whence the text is taken.
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globe. ¢ They shall come from the east and from the west, from the

north and from the south, and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac,

and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” And again, I will take you

gne of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion.”
er. iii, 14.

Every of the scripture is full of the Lord’s manifestations of
distinguishing, sovereign grace ; see a sweet portion, Jer. iii. 1. ¢ Thou
hast played the harlot with many lovers, yet return unto me; saith
the Lord.” How infinitely greater is the abounding grace of God,
than all the countenance and favour of man! The Holy Ghost seems
to have ransacked the whole kingdom of nature in order to shew the
super-aboundings of it. ¢ Who is a God like unto thee, who par-
doneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of
his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth
in mercy. He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he
will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the
depths of the sea.” Micah vii. 18, 19.. If the highest mountains in
the world, the PK;enean, for instance, or the Alps, were cast into the
Atlantic ocean, they would be entirely covered over ; just so- it is with
the mighty mass of our sins.

Sometimes the gracious mercy of God is compared to the heavens,
Psalm ciii. 11. “ For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great
is his mercy.”” And again, Isaiah lv. Y. «For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher.than your ways.” There
is, therefore, abounding pardon for abounding sin, ¢ that where sin
abounded, grace might much more abound, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” < Let the wicked forsake his way, and the nnrighteous man
his thoughts : and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have
mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

Sometimes the Lord takes upon himself to explain the subject in
the most emphatic language. Isa. xliv. 22. « I have blotted out asa
thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins.” And then,
. Isaiah lvii. 18, 19, 1 have seen his ways and will heal him; [ will

lead him also, and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners.
I create the fruit of the lips, Peace, peace to him that is far off, and
to him that is near, saith the Lord.”  And thus the Lord calls his
people that are far off, and brings them nigh by the blood of Christ.
Of all subjects that we can possibly be engaged in, this is the most
teresting ; and while infidels swarm in every direction, and exclaim
against the doctrines of our most holy faith ; God has the means for
the preservation of his own truth, and by his Spirit is continually
instructing his people into the mysteries of the gospel. As it is
written, ¢ they shall all be taught of the Lord.”” "And again, Jer.
xxxi. 31 to 34. ¢ Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of
Judah : not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers
in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt ; which my covenant they brake, although'I was an husband
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to them saith the Lord : but this shall be the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel ; after those days saith the Lord, T will
E:t my lawin their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and will

their God and they shall be my people. And theyshall teach no
more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying,
know the Lord ; for they shall all know me from the least of them,
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”” If there be a
promise in the bible sweeter than another, here it is. God is actually
engaged to teach his people, and therefore we have a right to make
use of this teaching as the criterion and standard by which we are to
know the truth as 1t is in Jesus. I need not repeat how the poison
of infidelity is running through this land, but blessed be God, we
hear him saying to us again,  therefore my people shall khow m
name : therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that dot

; behold, it is L.” Isa lii. 6. And then follow the expressions

of joy and delight at the reception of this teaching by means of his
ministers : “ How beautiful upon the mountdins are the feet of him
that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace ; that bringeth good
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation ; that saith unto Zion, thy_
God reigneth.” 7th verse. Then follows what is expressive of the
mutual lifting up of the watchmen’s voices for the comforting the -
people of God. < Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice ; with the
voice together shall they sing ; for they shall see eye to eye when the
Lord shall bring again Zion. Break forth into j3y, sing together, ye
waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord hath comforted his people.”

But to return to my subject. ¢ I have fought a good fight,”* says
the apostle, ¢ I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: hence-
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day ; and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”  He does not
say, a golden crown of gems and precious stones, but a crown of
righteousness, or, a crown of justice. This was purchased for him,
and therefore by every rule of justice, equity, and truth, it belonged
to him. It was his by right and title. The word seems to be so
used when speaking of God in all his righteous attributes, John xvii,
25. < O righteous Father,” &c. The attributes of Jehovah are.
founded upon every principle of strict justice.  See again the word
when applied to the Son: ¢ If any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous.” 1 John ii. 1. that is,
he is the righteous person in all his acts. The crown of righteous-
ness therefore, Paul looked at as a just reward. He had a right and
title to it. Not in his own attainments, or any thing he could do, but
that which his glorious head and husband purchased for him ; and
which to withhold from him would have been an act of injustice, for
as Christ by his own righteousness had won it for him, it was but
right that it should be bestowed. He then that is lowest in the
dustin consequence of his own nothingness, and lives upon theper-
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son, work, and righteousness of Jesus Christ, is the richest believer.
He is well known and much to be seen at the heavenly court. He
has daily, hourly communion with Father, Son, and Spirit, and can
live in such holy familiarity with the Lord, as to regard him as the
sum and substance of all good.

Paul looked on this crown of righteousness with earnest and certain
expectation of receiving it : ¢ henceforth,” said he, < there is laid
:llp for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the .righleous

udge, shall give me at that day.”” - He was expecting quickly to
enter ulPon it, being momentarily waiting for his martyrdom, which
soon after took place under the persecution of Nero, and which he
bore with that holy confidence which belongs to every child of God.
But observe what follows, * and not to me only, but unto all them
that love his appearing.”  Pause over this, my brother, for it is the
most interesting scripture that you can treasure up in your bosom.
Now if you are made acquainted with the plague of your own heart,
brought unto a true knowledge of the Lord Jesus Cbrist, ant have
had soul-refreshing views of your oneness with, and interest in him,
you will love his appearing as well as Paul did. Though we may
not have to go through a red sea of blood to obtain it, yet we have
* the same crown of righteousness in view that he had, and we may
view it as our right, because it is the purchase of the righteousness of
God our Saviour: and in him we are all alike made partakers of it,
and we shall mutually value the blessing of it hereafter. No sooner
will our souls be free from the body of sin and death, but they will
be crowned immediately with this crown of righteousness ; no sooner
will they escape from their prisons, but they will directly join the
spirits of just men made perfect in heaven. But the body (which is
as much redeemed by the blood of Christ, and as safe as the soul)
will sleep in the dust of the grave until the resurrection morning,
when body and soul will be re-united, and go away for ever into the
joy of the Lord.

The spirit, I say, shall be taken away by the Lord Jesus Christ to
be where he is, immediately after it has left the dead carcase. This
will he do for all of his in his proper time, and it is his own peculiar
work to bring this about. For my part, I am not looking to angels
to escort me to heaven—no, no,no! They can do nothing but . -
fulfil his commands ; they are only his ministering spirits, sent forth
to minister to them who are heirs of salvation, and therefore I am
looking above them to the Lord Jesus Christ himself, according to his
promise—<¢ If I go and prepare a place for you, I wi/l come again
and receive you unto myself, that where I am there ye may be also.”
John xiv, 3. This crown of righteousness then shall be given to all
those that love his appearing. Now put the case to your own heart: -
put yourself to the test, my brother, that you may know how it is
with you, and whether you love his appearing or not. Do you love
to meet him in the assemblies of his saints ?* Do you love to attend
the courts where he dwells, and where he is always to be found ?
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Yes, I am bold enough to say, that many of you are ready to reply.
—¢¢ How amiable are tiy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts! One day
in thy courts is better than a thousand ; I had rather be a door-keeper
in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness.’”
Then, you are of that number that love his appearing, and for you is
laid up a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
shall give you.

Again, do you not love the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ in
the conversion of a sinner? Now in the case of Paul; is it not a
matter of great joy to you, that he was first called by sovereign grace,
and then to bear witness to your glorious Christ > And isit not a
matter of joy, that in consequence of this, the writings, or, the Epistles
of this apostle have been so sweetly blessed to the church of God
ever since ? ¢ Yes,” say you ; well then, thjs is lovinihis appearing.
It is loving the place where he dwells, and loving his holy word ; and
when you see the divine sovereignty that accompanies the word to the
minds, hearts, and consciences of the people of God, your heart is
filled with holy joy. It is said that there is joy with the angels of
God over one sinner that repenteth ; and if this is the case with the
angels, who are of a different nature to ourselves, and not contami-
nated by sin, how much more should you rejoice, who are hewn out
of the same rock, and belong to the same church of the Lord’s re-
deemed ones!

When John saw Christ upon his white horse, we are told, that
¢¢on his head were many crowns,” Rev. xix. 11, 12. Our blessed
Lord was crowned upon his resurrection and ascension into heaven.
Having conquered all his own and our enemies,—sin, satan, death,
hell, and the grave, he entered into heaven, where he was personally
crowned King of Zion, according to Psalm xxiv. 7—10. ¢ Lift up
your heads, 8 ye gates! and be ye lift up ye everlasting doors, and
the King of glory shall come in.  Who is the King of glory? The
Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your
heads, O ye gates, even lift them up, ye everlasting doors, and the
King of glory shall come in! Who is the King of glory? The Lord
of Hosts, he 18 the King of glory.”

But there is another coronation-day spoken of, when every mem-
ber of his mystical body puts the crown of his personal salvation upon
the head of his most glorious Lord Jesus Christ. And this will be
realized in the fullest sense, when the aggregate number of all the
election of grace shall awake from the sleep of death, at the sound of
the archangel’s trumpet, which will be blown in that day to which the
apostle alludes, when our most glorious Christ will appear a second
time on the earth, and each and every one of his redeemed will re-
ceive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. As Peter said, ¢ there
is none other name under heaven, given amongst men, whereby we
must be saved :** wherefore the salvation of Paul is the same as our’s.
and there is nothing in the whole dispensation of the gospel, but what
is common to all the saints. As in nature we are all of us of different
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features, constitutions, habits, and pursuits, so we are in respect to
our spiritual state. Whether we stand or sit, whether we turn round
to the communion table or not ; whether we go to this, or that, or the
other place of worship, are trifling circumstances ; the great consider-
ation 18, whether l1am, or am not saved by sovereign grace ; whether
1 look to my own merits as the means of my salvation, or whether
this is obtained by the blood of Christ. _

-1 think 1 have now said enough for your evening’s meditation, and
therefore, most earnestly beseech you, after nearly fifty years going in
and out among you, ever to bear in mind,.that you have been receiv-
ing sound doctrine from me ;—the doctrines of the everlasting gospel
of Jesus Christ. And I pray that you may ever keep in view, the
everlasting love of the holy Three in One that bear record in heaven
to your salvation; and that bear record in each of your consciences
that your names are recorded in the book of life, marked down by
the I'Xather.from all eternity; given to the Son, and by him redeemed
from the Adam-state’ of nature ; and sealed in time by the Holy Spirit
of promise.

he Lord grant that we may be of that happy number! that
whether the time of our departure is near or remote, we may at last
receive the crown: of righteousness which is laid up for all them that
love the Lord’s appearing. The youngest, as well as the oldest, can
have comparatively but little time to spend here ; may God therefore
give cach of us grace to fight the good. fight of faith. May we be
favoured with the personal knowledge-of and communion with Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, day by day,-and hour by hour; and then shall
we realize the truth of that.sweet portion of scripture—< Whether we
live, we live unto the Lord, and whether we die, we die unto the Lord;
whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end
Christ both died, and rose, and revived, tiat he might be Lord both
of the dead and living.””—Rom:; xiv. 8, 9.

I now commit you to him that is able to keep you from falling, and
to present youfaultless before the presence of his glory, with exceeding

joy : to whom be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now
and for ever! Amen.

—e—
(For the Spiritual Magazine.)
SATISFACTION ANTICIPATED.

To the pilgrim travelling through this waste howling wilderness,
whom the Lord has made dissatisfied with himself; and whom sur-
rounding circumstances and things,. from their very nature, as being
uncongenial with his spirit and inadequate to his desires, have made
dissatisfied with them; it must be truly delightful to anticipate a period
when he shall be satisfied. But “ why should a living man complain ?
a man for the punishment of his sin ?”* Certainly he should not com-
plain,, but he may nevertheless groan being burdened; and, in perfect
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consistency with the law of God, as written in his heart by the Spirit
of truth, he may refuse to be satisfied with that which God never de-
signed should satisfy-him.

Can the believing soul be satisfied with his own carnal, depraved
nature, which he finds lusting against the spirit, and bringing him
into captivity to sin ? Blessed be the author and finisher of his faith,
while any of the leprosy that infects him remains, he will long to be
delivered from it, and never be satisfied till the whole tenement he
taken down, and sown to be raised in incorruption. ¢ [ shall be
satistied when I awake with thy likeness.”” Shall he be satisfied with
gold or silver? If ¢ he that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with
silver, nor he that loveth riches with increase ;> surely the man whose
mind is-raised, by the act of the regenerating Spirit passing upon it,
to view Jesus-as more precious than much fine gold, must be foolish
indeed to have such a thought; though, lamentable as is the fact, it
would be a species of folly which very extensively prevails, and for
which many a chastising stroke is sent to the family of God; and to
expose which many a right eye and many a right hand are forcibly
wrested, ‘by Him who well knows where to probe the tenderest part,
that they may know that he is the Lord. With these then, and every
thing else short of Christ and heaven, (and ' -

¢¢Wisdom, and Christ, and heaven, are one,”

it is quite lawful to feel dissatisfied. It is your happiness, ye strany
gers and sojourners, so to feel earth is not your rest. God never de-
signed that after Adam fell it should be so to you, < Christ in you
the hope of .glory:” here is your satisfaction ;—all short thereof is
delusion.

Is it then your exalted privilege to walk upon your bigh places,—

¢ To-tread the world beneath your feet,
And all that earth calls good or great”—.

To reject every attraction which the kingdoms of this world, and the
glory of them can offer? It is because Jesus loved you, and you
ave been with him. You have an illustrious example in Moses;
he < refused to be called the son of Pharoah's daughter, choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season.”  Our Lord himself had them presented
to his view, by the prince of this world ; but he endured temptation,
and foiled the tempter. If you can thus triumph in the strength of
faith, you are highly favoured, the lines are fallen to you in pleasant
places: and with all the devotion which an attempt to calculate the
height, and depth, and length, and breadth of -that love of Ch;lst
which passeth ’knowledge ; —with all the solemnity and affection
which a contemplation of that sweat which was like great drops of
blood, - that visage that was more marred than any man’s,—that
groan, at which (if sorrow could have entered the abodes of bliss)
angels would have wept ;—withall the humility which a remembrance
of the rock from whence you are hewn, and the hole of the pit from
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whence you were digged, the wormwood and the gall ;—with every
sacred feeling which these can inspire, you may sing,—
¢ Pause, my soul, adore and wonder!
Ask, Oh! why such love to me?
Grace hath put thee in the number
Of the Saviour’s family.
- Hallelujah ! Hallelujah!
Thanks, eternal thanks to thee!”

And is not this the privilege of everyadopted child ? Alas! though
the title thereto belongs alike to all, the enjoyment is realized but by
few. That ease whicisis connected with forgetfulness of God, bar-
renness of soul, coldness in the ways of Zion, indifference to the
ordinances of God, silence for his cause, neglect of his word, and,
consequently, ignorance of his truth, stalks abroad at noon-day, al-
luring the simple, and by its ascendancy obtained over us, makes
ample work for repentance, whenever the Holy Spirit melts the heart
to sensibility, ¢ Qh! that thou hadst hearkened unto me, then had
thy peace been as a river.”” But “ Israel is an empty vine ; he bring-
eth forth fruit unto himself.”” “ Woe to them that are at ease in Zion.”
How little do we then enjoy of the privileges of our Father’s house,
where there is bread enough and to spare. A volume might be written
full of lamentation, and mourning, and woe. But Oh! my fellow-
wanderers from the fold, examine yourselves; and if peradventure
this should reach your eye at a moment when the Holy Spirit may
have rendered your hearts dissatisfied with yourselves, and susceptible
of sacred grief, suffer the word of exhortation—¢ Walk as children
of the light.”—¢ If ye be risen with Christ, seek those things that
are above.”—* As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
ye in him.”

And you, my companions in tribulation and patient waiting for the
kingdom of Christ,—the end of all things is at hand ; when afHictions,
and crosses, and sins, and all the host of the opponents of your peace,
shall be completely destroyed, and buried, like the Egyptian host, to
be seen no more fgr ever. Seen, did I say? they shall not even be
thought of, unless the recollection of them contrasted with your bliss,
add transport to your joys and rapture to your songs; while heaven
resounds with ¢ blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, unto
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and
ever.”

I lately heard a minister say, in reference to the concerns of the
church which he fed as an under-shepherd, that, believing all things
to be in the hands and under the controul of the great Head over all,
he sometimes thought he would leave all matters there, and not be

reatly moved at painful and afflictive occurrences ; but he could not
ong maintain such a frame. The same sentiment has often refreshed
my heart since ; and when 1 think that my life is hid with Christ in
God, the life of my comforts as well as the life of my soul, and that
I am dead to the world, and by my Lord himself encouraged to
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forsake all and follow him; let me take up the cross and bear it.
But why should I burden myself with the care of those things which
the Lord himself sustains, and which he desires to be cast on himself ?
Every attention to my secular business which industry and diligence
can manifest, be it mine for the honour of my Lord to shew ; but the
blessing of the Lord maketh rich, and his promise ¢ thy bread shall
be given thee, and thy water shall be sure,” engage for me as much
of earth as is good for me. Every regard for my reputation be it
mine to shew, that the ways of God be not blasphemed; but he
alone can defend from the strife of tongues, who has said, ¢ he that
toucheth you, toucheth the apple of mine eye.” Every sentiment of
affection, and every act of kindness mingled with the tear of sympathy,
be it mine to feel and practise for you, my dear, my beloved relatives
and kindred according to the flesh; but it is not mine to preside over
your eternal destinies, or your present pursuits, for no man can
redeem his brother, or give to God a ransom for him; yet my soul

in secret, and 1 must bow while the Judge of all the eartg shall
do right. Every effort in the strength of my God working in me
both to will and to do, be it mine to exercise, that I may adorn the
doctrine of God my Saviour in all things; but thou knowest, O my
soul, that these efforts will not satisfy, and when weighed in the
balance, they are found wanting. And when trials come on, no
peace is found but by applying to that fountain set open for sin and
for uncleanness, for the house of David and for the inhabitants of
Jerusalem ; for Manasseh and the thief; for Saul of Tarsus and for
me. Here is the source of satisfaction.

God forbid, O ye followers of the Lamb, that ye should shrink
from the part ye have to sustain, the duties you have to discharge
while in this world ; but remember you are not of it, and you will
not long be in it ; do not expect then satisfaction from it ; still beware
lest ye forget the Lord and murmur at the provision he makes for you
while passing through it. Every day brings you nearer home.
Every trouble leaves the number remaining one less. Then

¢ Cease, ye pilgrims, cease to mourn,
Press onward to the skies.” )

And as ye are journeying thither, why not enjoy the pleasures of
anticipation ? You are not satisfied here, but in the land that is
afar off you shall be. Every view you are enabled to take of it from
¢ the delectable mountains,’ is an earnest of your safe arrival. Every
foe you overcome, is a pledge of final triumph, and that you shall
come off more than conquerors through the blood of the Lamb.

¢ O glorious hour! O blest abode !

I shall be near and like my God ;

Aud flesh and sin no more controul

The sacred pleasures of my soul.”

Halstead. S. F. B.
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( For the Spiritual Magazine. )
ON SEPARATION FROM A VALUED FRIEND.

My Dear Brother,

THRoUGH the kindness of our heavenly Father I'have reached .my
habitation in safety, and am again permitted to engage in-.those
pursuits which I trust will be for the glory of God, and the best
interests of his church. Sitting in mf' study, I see the fields clothed
with ¢living green,’ and the litile hills rejoicing on every side; the
same purling stream, the same animating prospects meet my eye,
as when last here ; and yet there is some degree of sameness attaches
to them all. This I suppose is because ¢ I am alone,” without .my
friend to enjoy therg with me. Oh! how sweet is friendship ! how
it enlivens the mind, and helps us to bear up under the tribulations
and disappointments of life, Yes, friendship strengthened by a
similarity of feeling, and sanctified by the love of Jesus, that ¢ friend
who loveth at all times,” is one of the greatest blessings man can
enjoy :—such I believe is our’s.

e, my brother, have often met in this vale of tears, often walked
to the house of God in company, and often felt our hearts bum
within us, whilst ¢ redeeming grace and dying love’ have been our
theme. And because we are united by this indissoluble bond, our
parting farewell was like a barbed arrow to our hearts. Qh! what
an impressive sermon do these events preach on the uncertainty of
human things. To-day we enjoy our friends, we are smiling in
bealth, we are gently gliding down the stream of life, and so anima-
ting are our prospects we are ready to say, *we shall never be
moved.”” But, to-morrow, our joys take to themselves wings and
fly away ; and whilst we stand wondering at the change, the admoni-
tion of the prophet preseats itself to our notice, and demands our
attention, ¢ Arise and depart, for this is not your rest.”

But, my dear friend, though separated by distance, it is our mercy
to know that we are bound up in the bundle of everlasting life, and
that all the changes that take place in our feelings and situations can-
not affect him who hath said, * 1 am Jehovah, I change not.” We
are interested in the same eternal covenant, we are redeemed by the
same divinely precious blood. We are under the blest influence of
the same Spirit of adoption, we are travelling through the same arid
wilderness to the place of which the Lord our God hath told us; and
we shall soon commence the song that will engage and delight our
souls, through the wasteless ages of eternity: ¢¢ worthy is the Lamb
that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength,
and honour, and glory, and blessing.”” Then why should we repine ?
Rather let us lift up our heads with joy, knowing that our redemp-
tion is drawing nigh. Will you allow me to ilfreat you never to
forget, that you are called to sustain the high character of a soldier of
Jesus Christ? We are fighting in the same field, contending with
the same potent foes, and looking for strength and supplies from the
same fulness. The only difference is, you are serving your Lord in
one part of the field, and I in another; we are not permitted to see
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each other, but we can sometimés join our fellow soldiers in singing;
“ nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who-loved us.”

There are one or two things I wish to communicate to you: on
paper, since we can no-longer Zalk of him whom our souls love ; and
I dothink.if the Lord’s people attended ta them more habitually. they
would . derive no small advantage from: them. First, .then, I would
remind you, that you are -here a pilgrim and. stranger as were all
your fathets :—
. ¢ They wrestled bard as we do now,

With sins, and doubts, and fears.”

Under the- blessing of our. compassionate High Priest, this one thought
will reconcile you to the changes and vexations you have lately been
called to experience. . Very often the people of God forget this, when
external things appear to go well with them ; yes,: th riegin to settle
on the lees, and talk as though they were at home: and when the Lord
arouses them from their lethargy, by some afflictive and unexpected
dispensation, they think some strange thing has happened to them,
and cry out, ¢ all these things are against us.”” How often have we
seen the followers of Jesus thus tried ? all their prospects blasted,
their fondest expectations never realized, their schemes all frustrated,
and they themselves called to lie in the dust, and hear the Holy One
say to them, ¢ be still and know that I am Ged.” O that you may
be restrained from.touching the unholy thing ; ever being enabled to
remember, that the pleasures of the world, though sprinkled-over with
gold dust and..made alluring to the eye, are tainted by the serpent’s
poison, and forbidden by him whose peculiar character is, ¢ a jealous
God.” May it bé your mercy, my dear brother, to say to all the
fascinations of this unholy world, what a devout pilgrim is reported
to have said whilst travelling to the holy city, < I must not stop kere,
Jor this is not Jerusalem !

T would further remind you, that it has pleased God the Father to
treasure up in Christ all those blessings his church will need to the
end of time; and that you as an heir of God and joint heir with
Jesus Christ, have a covenant right to seek these blessings at his
hands. That charge the Saviour brought against his disciples of old
is very applicable to us, ¢ hitherto have ye asked nothing in my
name.” Alas ! how few and small are our requests, when our God
has declared it his delight ¢ to fulfil the desire of them that fear him.”
I have often admired the conduct of Moses, and the boldness with
which he approached the God of Israel; every communicated blessing
he enjoyed was but a plea, an incentive, to ask for more: the bold-
ness and magnitude of his requests, increased in proportion to the
favours he received, till at last he would be satisfied with nothing
short of bringing down heaven to earth: ¢ I beseech thee shew me
thy glory.”” = We have as much right to address God thus as Moses
had ; and could we thus act, when ready to succumb under the diffi-
culties of our earthly lot, happy would it be for us. Oh! for that
spirit of grace and supplication our God has promised; then shall we
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rejoice in him ¢ with joy unspeakable and full of glor{," and in our
approximations to the throne of grace, shall be able to say with
unwavering confidence, * doubtless thou art our Father, though
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not.”
.. One observation more, and I have done : remember that soon your
journey will end. I have heard a zealous minister accused of always
taking his hearers to heaven before he closed his sermons ; and this
is the place to which I would now take my friend. Whatever we ma
enjoy below, it is there that ¢ Qur best friends and kindred dwell,
and God our Saviour reigns.” Delightful truth ! ¢¢ there remaineth a
rest for the people of God.” A few more billows will shake our
little vessels, a few more storms threaten our destruction, a few more
pangs rend our hearts, and then—we shall be made like unto the Son
of God, and serve him day and night in his temple. It is this one
thought that reconciles our minds to parting now, We may no more
meet in this * land of deserts and of pits,’”’ but soon the garments of
mortality will be laid aside, soon our spirits shall return to God who
gave them ; and, remember,

¢ When the long sabbath of the tomb is past,

We two shall meet in Christ to part no more."”

Now by the eye of faith we sometimes look through the darkened
clouds above, and catch the glitterings of eternal stars, but then we
shall see the Lamb in the midst of the throne, and shall be altogether
assimilated to his image.  John in Rev. xxi. 1. speaking of heaven
says—** and there was no more sea.” No; in heaven there shall be
10 separating waters, no bar to intercourse : here the children of God
are scattered abroad, we must cross the mighty water to meet with
some of them, but in our Father’s house we shall be united, we shall
see and know even as we are known.

In the anticipation of such a meeting, such society, and such
employment as that I have mentioned,

I remain, my dear brother,
Your's in him, who is head over all things to the church,
| —— C.G.C
HEAVEN.
There is a land of pure celestial grace
Where all the tenants are for ever blest;
No jarring notes are heard, but all their songs
Harmoniously unite to praise the Lord,
Who has provided for their endless bliss.
To him they are indebted for the right,
To live in that estate of permanent
And endless sanctity. I cannot tell,
While I am clothed with clay, what *tis to be
Complete for ever, and exactly like
To Christ in all things; but 1 am waiting
With hope of passing soon through that dark path,
The eagle’s eye has never seen; and when
That solemn day will come, that this clay tent
In which I now reside must be dissolved, R
And mingle with its native dust, my soul
Will mount to live where perfect undertsanding
Of the ways of God exists. Then shall I know,
All that a finite mind can comprehend
Of the eternal and all gracious God, J.B.T.
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ORIGINAL ESSAYS.
XXXIX.

THE MERCY SEAT.

“ There 1will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat.” —
Exod. xxv. 22.

THE command given to Moses for the construction of the holy
ark or chest, and the propitiatory which was to be placed thereon,
cannot be contemplated by the devout mind, without profound awe
and holy reverence of the incommunicable name, < Lord, the
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in

ness and truth.”” The abundant mercy, grace, and goodness of

, in this as well as other revelations made to the ancient church,
i8 inexplicable to the most expanded mind, whether human or
angelic. ¢ I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious,” and,
¢ I will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy,” imply all of
which we can form any accurate conception of the cause uncaused—
all that comprises the warrant of our aspiring faith—all that will
sanction and elicit our adoring love and gratitude 1o eternity.

It is too often forgotten that the glorious news of Christ, and sal-
vation by his blood, were preached in the whole of the ceremonies
and oblations of the Mosaic ritual. We are very apt to open and
peruse the books of Moses with dishonourable thoughts of the divine
design in the communication of their contents. And it is rarely, -
compared with other parts of the two testaments, that we recur to
them with a view to soul-profit. Accustoming ourselves to speak of
¢ faint types’ and ¢ dark shadows’ under the law, we also encourage
disreg;a;ble opinions of the faith of the ancients, and consider, with
only and there an exception, that they wese all under the cloud
of unbelief, and in the sea of conjecture, with respect to Him that was
to come. '

Praise, everlasting praise to the God of grace, that life and immor-
tality are brought to light by the gospel ; and that its more open
revelation has been made to myriads of the fallen sons of men, since
the Son of God took part in our nature and came to execute the high
purposes of redemption. But far be it from us to suppose that eternal
life and a blissful immortality were not ¢ brought to light’ to our
elder brethren. <« Unto wus,” says the -apostle, ¢ was the gospel
preached, as well as unto them;”’ yes—unto them the gospel was
preached, as well as unto us. The believing Jews clearly saw in the
type and in the promise made, what we believing gentiles see in the
prototype and in the promise fulfilled, and did all, as we do, “ eat
the same spiritual meat and drink the same spiritual drink.” It is
‘most strange that because the recorded number of worthies under the

~Vor. V.—No. 51. : G
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legal dispensation is small, we should fix unholy limits to the power
of sovereign grace, and narrow the path by which our fathers
journeyed to the promised land. The path of the just is as the
shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
Those who in the flesh preceded the elder brother of the beloved
family, as well as those who have been brought into natural and
spiritual existence since his incarnation, have, according to the
measure of grace bestowed, made the same advances, and arrived
at a similar standard in knowledge, and sung the same song of
triumph, previous to entering their heavenly inheritance : ¢ I know
that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day
upon the earth; whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall
behold, and not another !’

With these views of the faith of our faithful brethren of old, we
turn to the contemplation of the mercy seat, which Moses was
commanded to construct and place for a covering of the ark of the
covenant. The ark with its sacred deposit was designed to be an
eminent type of Christ; so this with its sacred furniture was placed
in its assigned situation for the same divine purpose.” It were well,
we repeat, did we more frequently call to remembrance the means
ordained by infinite wisdom for the edification of the ancient church;
for, independently of the thought already expressed, very many
weighty  considerations would press on the enlightened mind, and
produce frequent and permanent gain.

The mercy seat was composed wholly of pure gold. Herein the
value of the person of Christ was conspicuously set forth. That
which is esteemed by men the most costly, and which of earthly
commodities is most in repute, might well be chosen to prefigure him
whose glories are unrivalled, and whose excellencies surpass valuation.
They who worship God in spirit and in truth, in whatsoever age of
the church they appear, are presented with the same adorable object
as the medium between themselves and the great Jehovah, and are
possessed of the ¢like precious faith’ which verifies their union as
members to him the elect and mystical head. Hence the multitude
which kept’holy day under the legal dispensation, worshipped him
that was to come, as representatively present, and thus truly had access
to the Father through the agency and influence of the Holy Spirit.

The eye of their faith was directed, according to the commandment
given them, to the golden throne ¢ above the mercy seat, between
the two cherubims.” Thence all communications of mercy and
grace issued, and were dispensed among the great congregation, so
that the tabernacle and the worshippers were filled with the glory of
the Lord. And less glorious effects than these could by no possibility
accrue to that favoured people: for Jehovah had assured them, by
his holy prophet, ¢ There I will meet with thee.”” Wae need not
that one should arise from his long forgotten tomb to tell in what
manner this gracious promise was fulfilled. Let new testament saints
-speak to the honour of their Lord's faithfulness to his promises in their

-
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behalf. For though our Saviour Christ ¢ being come,’ hath prepared
us ¢ a greater and more perfect tabernacle,’ yet the services performed
under his immediate sanction and favour yield to us no higher
privileges than our fathers gloried in when rejoicing in the light of
his countenance,

Does the seeking soul approach the mercy seat filled with doubt
and apprehension lest his suit should be denied, and his application
meet with a rebuke ? The Holy One of Israel saith, ¢ There I will
meet with thee.”” Does the troubled soul, who has let go his hold of
an arm of flesh, draw near tremblingly, and well nigh overcome with
the great burden that he bears > The God of our fathers saith,
¢ There 1 will meet with thee.”” Does the afflicted soul, who has
spent his"all on physicians of no value, come to the throne with the
sad history of his sorrows, and knows not to relate the half of his
complaints ? The covenant God of his people saith, ¢ There I will
meet with thee.” Does the tempted soul, who knows no way of
escape from his nature’s corruptions, satan's suggestions, and the
world’s temptations, press here with faltering steps and foreboding
fears ? The Lord saith, ¢ There 1 will meet with thee.”

But, wherefore saith he, ¢ There I will meet with thee »”* Hear
the word of the Lord: ¢ And I will commune with thee.”” Hence
Jehovah Jesus, by whom alone we hold communion with Father,
Son, and Spirit, he fills the golden. throne, the mercy-seat, the pro-
pitiatory, for the help of his people against the mighty. And if we

over the multifarious experience of the subject of grace, it will be
%:und that all ages of the church give correspondent evidence of its
nature and character. For the various lines we have now drawn are
not so much the characteristics of persons severally, as the well-known
features of each individual who is renewed in the spirit of his mind.
So that the faithful Jew and the believing gentile, alike the subjects
of all-conquering grace, draw nigh unto God not only by the same
¢ living way,’ but under similar, indubitable, though often distressful,
circumstances. Here  there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female ; for ye are
all one in Christ Jesus: and if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abra-
ham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

The seeking soul, drawn by eternal love, with fear and tremblin
approaches the meréy throne, but the accomplishment of the Lord’s
promise dissipates his doubts,—removes his apprehension of denial.
Instead 