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WHAT MASONRY MIGHT DO

By D. FraNk PEFFLEY, 32°

well entered upon an era of

temple building that promxses

to continue until every city of
importance within our broad domain
shall have raised a monument in the
name and to the honor of the grand
institution of which we are all so proud
to be recorded as votaries, that shall
make visible to the sensual eyes of the
unitiated multitude and.the eyes of soul
and sentiment of us to whom the inner
lights have been unveiled the symbol of
theexalted craft of which we are fellows—

TODAY Masonry in America is

"« that of building temples of life; rearing

from the materials God has placed within
our command noble structures of
thought, word and deed for this mortal
stage and more glorious ones for our
abode in that as yet unknown.sphere
in which duration will be but sensed
and not measured.

In the building of these temples for
time, our brothers everywhere strive to
incorporate into their forms beauty and
substantiality. With a pride born of
love the Mason watches the progress of
the construction of his new home from
the first draft of design submitted by
the architect until the last arch has
been completed by the placing of the
keystone. And in its dedication his
heart beats high under the stimulus of
hope ended in fruition, faith visibly
revealed. It is but natural that man
should feel a sense of mastership, a
consciousness of conquest, in the accom-

plishment of any great work, more
especially a work of love and unselfish-
ness. In looking upon the temple to
whose construction he may have con-
tributed materially or not, but to whose
being he has surely contributed his
measure of fraternal pride and fervent
devotion, he sees in it symbolized not
the Masonic home of a body of crafts-
men, ‘but of Masonry. To his spiritual
eye its walls touch the East and the
West, the North and the South; its
roof lifts to the zenith and its floor
covers the earth.

But the visible temple must be the
abiding place of the immortal spirit of
Masonry, else it has been reared in vain.
It must be recognized as being a sanc-
tuary of the Most High, whose Word,
in whatever form the believer may have
accepted it, cannot be banished from
its altar. Man cannot pretend to
reverence the word while he does not at
all times, and more particularly in its
indispensable presence, pay humble
reverence to ‘its author. With mind
expanded in charity, with tongue clean
and bridled, with heart beating in unison
with the Heart of the Universe; with
hand open to the needy, extended for
the uplifting of all mankind and es-
pecially those of the fraternity who,
though they have been outwardly
instructed in the things of light, still
grope in primitive darkness, should
the devout Mason seek the inner cham-
bers of this house made with hands

3
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indeed, but planned of the spirit. In
the temple the world should be forgot
except in so far as it must be remembered
in the doing of works aimed at the high
mark of its betterment. Here the mind
should take rest from the sordid cares
of vocational life and serenely recreate
in the contemplation of things pure,
beautiful and true—things that are of
the essence of good.

But what does the temple stand for
in the eyes of the profane of the com-
munity? Hasit any inspiration for them
of the non-Masonic world?

Too generally it is looked upon as
merely a monument to the pride and
wealth of a body of men who hold them-
selves aloof from and superior to the
rest of mankind; men bound each to
other by certain, to the uninitiated,
mysterious bonds of secret obligations
and ceremonies. Often the suspicions
and jealousies bred in the minds of these
people by the exclusiveness of the mem-
bers of the mystic fraternity cause them
to look without pride or favor upon the
most beautiful architectural ornament
that may grace their city. What goes
on within those, to them, sealed portals
awakens a train of speculation that may
lead them far afield from the truth in
regard to its purposes.

The influences of Masonry within the
pale of its own membership are good; it
teaches nothing the essentials of which
are not equally well calculated to elevate
the standards of thought and action of
all the world. Might not these
temples, then, be profitably made
centers of light for all in their com-
munities? Might not men of the frater-
nity, known to all as Masons, mingle
more with the world in that character
and take more active and conspicuous
parts in the dissemination of the lights
of Masonry among the people? Lead
them into the paths of wisdom, strength
and virtue in matters civic, social,
economical? The country needs more
of the spirit of intelligent conservatism
in civil government; the principles on
which sound and enduring government
are founded are more and more being
trampled under foot and political em-
piricism being substituted. The result

is a constant round of change and
experiment, with all too evident de-
terioration of the whole system. Ma-
sonry is conservative, its conservatism,
as exemplified by its studious element,
intelligent. Social life is largely in a
state of disruption, almost of chaos, we
may say. The sacredness and supre-
macy of the homelife of the nation is
decadent, and the degree of its degenera-
tion is reflected in the columns of the
daily press.with evidences of its widely
prevalent reality that should give us
pause and lead to efforts for restoring
the fireside to its rightful place and in-
fluence as the point of departure on the
pathway of an upright, useful and happy
life. Qur economic system has fallen
from one of benevolent cooperation, as
practiced by the pioneers of our earlier
and developing stages, to one of malev-
olent rivalry among several classes,
all equally selfish in aim, however
much they may differ in ability to make
each its own selfishness superior in
efficiency to that of the others. A cer-
tain degree of selfishness is essential to
the best interests of any individual or
class, it is true, but this trait or passion
exhibits itself in two forms: the one
elevating in its practice, the other
debasing. A feeling of jealousy of
another who is succeeding better than
I in a material way, in the estimation of
his fellow-men or in the enjoyment of
rational happiness in life, is benevolent
if it spur me to greater efforts to rise

* to his level; it is malevolent if it prompt

me to undertake to pull him down to
my own level. The attempt of any
class to rise on the ruins of another is
malevolent selfishness, and in the end
defeats its own purpost. Reason should
be cultivated in and misguided passion
be eliminated from the minds of all
classes—a Herculean task it may be,
but one that should be undertaken.
Masonry, as a disinterested body,
might do much to promote the success
of such an effort. The :trong-pulsing
red blood of self-sacrificing patriotism
of the times that gave America a
separate existence and aga.n preserved
to it a united existence now flows but
feebly in our youth, who are being
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taught that individual life is the most
sacred of possessions, and that no one is
morally justified in laying it down for
others, even for the sake of his own
descendants. And yet we of today are
enjoying the grand results of this sacri-
fice on the part of our ancestors, and
even of those of other blood whose
homes among us were but adopted.
Masonry teaches us to love life only as
a means to an end—not as an end in
itself. That man must die in any event
is certain; to have died for others is a
glory that illumes his memory for
years after—mayhap for ages. No
man, Mason or not, is justified in throw-
ing away his life recklessly or without
hope or prospect of his act being for
the good of humanity or for the saving
of that of another unable to save him-
self; but that is beside the question of
patriotic duty.

What I should like to see in America
is a great Masonic weekly journal de-
voted to the full, dispassionate, in-
dependent and learned discussion of all
matters that enter into the life and
structure of the American State. Such
a journal would necessarily be non-
partisan, but should be deeply political
—devoted to politics in its primitive
meaning: the science of human govern-
ment. It should delve into and ex-
pound understandably the history of

governments and governmental systems,
a lore in which the people who assume
the responsibility of directing our gov-
ernment, now becoming rapidly a demo-
cratic form—controlled directly by the
demos, the people, without the inter-
vention of representatives, the repub-
lican form, in which the demos is the
ultimate repository of political power
and not its direct agent—are almost
universally woefully ignorant.

In all that I have said concerning the
work of Masons in the interest of the
general masses privately or through the
suggested: publication it is not meant
that Masonry should exploit itself as a
leader or teacher. The name should
not be prominently obtruded upon
public notice. But the fact that it was
the work of the Fraternity being known,
the work itself would prove influential
through its excellence and its avoidance
of partisanship, and the people would
in time come to look to Masonry for
guidance in good counsel and the pro-
motion of high purposes and it would
become one of the great bulwarks of
this fair and should-be-happy empire.
Distrust and prejudice against it would
disappear before the light of the truth
as to what it is and stands for, and it
would rise to the exalted station it
should occupy as a power for good in
the world. So mote it be.

THINK, FEEL, ACT .

We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breath;
In feelings, not in figures on the dial.

We should count time by heart-throbs when they beat
For God, for man, for duty. He most lives

Who thinks most, feels noblest, acts the best.

— Bailey

DO YOU THINK!

Some people can not think. Some people will not think. Some people dare

not think.
(or believe), so shall it be to you.

Indifference may be (probably is) the cause of it all. As you think
Therefore, THINK!—C. H. Eberle, 32°.



A MASTER OF THE INFINITELY
LITTLE

By Henry R. Evans, Lirr.D., 33° Hon.

E gaze through the telescope
and contemplate with awe the
immensity of the cosmos. We
look through the microscope

and meditate on the wonders of the im-
measurably little of the universe. In
both cases we are dealing with infinite
worlds; one is as interesting as the
other to the lover of science. In this
brief paper, I propose to introduce to
the reader a Master of the Infinitely
Little, leaving to better-equipped pens
the laudation of the Masters of the
Infinitely Great. This master is none
other than the late Elie Metchnikoff,
one of the world’s greatest bacteriolo-
gists, a Russian by birth, but a French-
man by adoption.

Prof. Metchnikoff was born in 1845
at Ivanavka, Russia. His father was
of Moldavian ancestry and an officer of
the Imperial Guard, from which he
retired with the rank of major-general.
Elie’s mother was of Jewish descent,
her name being Nevakovitch. From
boyhood Elie manifested a great love
for the study of nature. From the
high school of Kharkoff he entered the
university at the age of seventeen.

After graduating he went to Germany *

for further biological training. After
working in various laboratories, he was
appointed professor of zoology in the
University of Odessa in 1870. In the
year 1882, he resigned his post to de-
vote himself to private researches into
the anatomy of invertebrates. In 1888
he became associated with Pasteur,
founder of the celebrated Pasteur In-
stitute of Paris; and in 1895, on the
death of Pasteur, he succeeded as the
director of the institute, a post which
he held to the day of his death, which
took place on July 15, 1916.

Such in brief is the life history of a
great savant, whose labors have bene-
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fited mankind. Space forbids the enu-
meration of his many remarkable dis-
coveries in the science of bacteriology.
But his doctrine of “phagocytosis” de-
serves a passing notlce o quote Prof.
E. Ray Lancaster on the subjeot:
“Metchnikoff formulated the proposi-
tion that in all multicellular animals
the main function of the cells derived
from the deep or mid-embryonic layer
between the dermal and intestinal lin-
ing layers is nutritional, and that they
possess the power of ingesting, and
digesting—as does an amceba—solid
particles, whether such particles are in-
troduced from the outside or are parts
of the organism which, owing to one
reason or another, must be broken up
and removed. The amceboid cells in
connected tissues and in the blood and
lymph are such eater-cells or phago-
cytes, as he termed them. He at once
proceeded to explain the significance of
these phagocytes and their utility to
the organism, not only by pointing to
their work as scavengers removing in-
jured and dead tissue, to which they
are brought in hundreds of thousands
by the process known as inflammation,
but he also immediately gave first-class
importance to their recognition by con-
necting them with Pasteur’s great dis-
coveries as to the cause of infective
diseases by poisonous ‘microbes’
which intrude into previously healthy
organisms, and he further connected
his generalization with Darwin’s theory
of the origin of species by the natural
selection of favored races in the strug-
gle for existence. ublished, in
1884, an essay entltled %he Struggle
of the Organism Against Microbes,’
in which he maintained the thesis that
the phagocytes, universally present in
multicellular animals, have been devel-
oped and established by natural selec-
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tion in the animal organism as a
protection against intrusive disease-
causing bacteria.”

In 1892 he brought out a volume on
“The Comparative Pathology of In-
flammation.” His researches in the
field of “immunity” led to revelations
of new facts valuable to medical sci-
ence. He and his pupils have proved
that the white cells of the blood are the
body’s protective militant forces. In
1901, Metchnikoff produced his great
work on “Immunity in Infectious Dis-
eases,” dealing with serotherapy, toxins
and antitoxins, etc. In 1911 he wrote:
“Perhaps before long it will be possible
to explain diabetes, gout and rheuma-
tism by the injurious activity of some
variety of microbe.”

To the “man in the street” Metch-
nikoff is known as the advocate of the
“sour milk cure” for old age. His
long life of great scientific discoveries
remains a sealed book to the multitude
of men. There was something dra-
matic about his theories for the pro-
longation of human life that struck the
imaginations of mankind. He asserted
that the principal agent in senile decay
was the continuous auto-intoxication of
the body through the putrefaction of
matter in the large intestine, and that
the bacteria which cause such putre-
faction could be combatted by prepara-
tions of milk soured by cultures of se-
lected lactic acid bacilli. Prof. Metch-
nikoff, during a residence in Bulgaria,
had observed the extreme longevity of
many of the inhabitants, and came to
the conclusion that it was superinduced
by drinking sour goat’s milk (or Kou-
miss). Prof. Lancaster says that “he
satisfied himself, experimentally and
clinically, that the use of ‘sour milk’
as an article of diet checks or alto-
gether arrests unhealthy fermentation
in the intestine by planting there the
lactic bacillus -which, forming lactic
acid, renders the life and growth of the
bacteria of those special poisonous fer-
mentations (which cannot flourish in
an acid- environment) impossible.
Hence, he himself daily took a pint or
so of sour milk, and he recommended
it to others.” Immediately sour milk
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drinking became the rage in two conti-
nents. Candidates for old age rushed
to soda fountains to imbibe the new
elixir of life. Even bar rooms adver-
tised it. Thousands abandoned the in-
sidious highball for butter milk.

In 1912, Metchnikoff discovered a
brand new microbe, which he named
the “glycobacteria,” in the intestines of
a dog. In a paper presented before the
French Academy of Sciences, he ex-
pressed his belief that the inoculation
of the large intestine in human beings
with this germ would prove more efh-
cacious than sour milk in preventing
senile decay.

He said:

In the course of my recent researches I
found that there exists in the large intestine
of human beings a certain quantity of poisonous
substances, which are called indols and phenols,
and which have been proved responsible for
the gradual decay of the system, known as
old age. These can be destroyed only by
sugar, but in the ordinary way any sugar or
sugary substances taken into the system are
digested long before they can reach that far.
This applies, to some extent, to the lactic
acid treatment, which I have advocated for
some time. The problem has been, therefore,
to discover some means of producing sugar
within the colon by some means after digestion,
and my present claim is that I have found a

« sugar-producing microbe, which I call “glyco-
bacteria,” and which is only to be found in
the intestines of a dog. It may be objected
that dogs are not specially long-lived. My
answer to this is that the dog is a carnivorous
animal, and it is proved beyond doubt that
animal food produces the largest quantity of
these poisonous substances which it is our aim
to destroy. Should it be possible to give the
dog a large quantity of vegetables he would
undoubtedly immune from a great many
diseases which are now caused by t%xe presence
in his intestines of poisonous indols and
phenols.

The dog (called man’s best and most
faithful friend) has often protected his
benefactor and saved his life. If he
could go still further and prolong in-
definitely the life of his master, how
splendid that would be. Alas, the sour
milk and glycobacteria cures have not
reached that degree of certainty in
medicine that their discoverer antici-
pated. The Bible period of three
score years and ten still holds good.
Metchnikoff died at the age of 71.
Great scientist that he was he became
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obsessed with his ideas concerning
longevity. Life to him must have
looked like one enormous intestine—a
superfluous appendage at that. Like
other scientists, he speculated along
philosophical lines, without any train-
ing in metaphysics. His reflections
are contained in his ‘‘“The Nature of
Man” and ‘‘ The Prolongation of Life.”
Criticising these, W. B. Cannon, in
the New Republic, August 12, 1916,
says:

“It must be confessed that Metch-
nikoff’s opstimistic philosophy has in it
much that persons without disciplined
minds would find depressing. His point
of view is primitively biological, and
his manner of attack on other systems
is rough and inconsiderate of cherished
sentiments. Ancient philosophies and

the great religions of the world are dis--

missed as poor makeshift efforts at
finding comfort and consolation in a
world filled with difficulties and un-
happiness.” Sad to relate Metchnikoff
was reputed to be an atheist. How
unlike Pasteur, his friend and patron,
who died in the faith—a deeply religious
man. Here were two men who had
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mastered the infinitely little; one died
believing in God and his providence,
the other repudiated the Creator of the
Universe.

In 1908 the Nobel prize for medical
research was awarded to Metchnikoff
and Paul Erlich. When Metchnikoff
died, his remains were cremated, and
the ashes placed in an urn which was
deposited in the Pasteur Institute.
Metchnikoff’s fame as a scientist is
secure. He was indeed a Master of
the Infinitely Little. But even this
we must take with a mental reservation.
Can a man truly be said to be a Master
who denies the validity of the spiritual
universe? Does he not see only the
narrow segment of a circle? We are
constrained to believe that such a man
is not a Master in the real sense of the
word, powerful though his intellect
may be. His limitations are apparent.
He may be a great scientist, working in
a particular field of research, but very
far from being a philosopher-scientist
with a grasp of universals like Lord
Kelvin, Alfred Russell Wallace, Sir
Oliver Lodge, Camille Flammarion,
Henri Bergson, etc.

BE THOROUGH

“If you've anything to do
Do it, boys, with all your might;
Never be a little true
Or a little in the right.
Trifles even lead to heaven,
Trifles make the life of man:
So in all things, great or small things,
Be as thorough as you can.”

—Christian Advocate.

LIFE

The human structure, every action its building materials, when once laid can
never be torn down. Its height, strength and magnificence reflect the character
of the individual architect. He must build well the foundation lest the beauty of
his later handiwork crumble.—Bruce Malcolm Phelps, 32°, Wyoming Consistory

No. 1, Cheyenne, Wyo.



THE MAN—HIS BRAIN

By Dr. REuBeN T. CLARk, 32°

“I have a room wherein no one enters,
Save 1 m{self alone,

There sits a b

essed memory on a throne.

There my life centers.”—Rosetts.

center to which all the senses
report and from which all im-
pulse leaves. These may be
voluntary or involuntary, conscious or
unconscious.

This organ together with its triple
coverings is almost entirely enclosed
within the bones of the cranium and in
the normal man weighs a little over
three pounds, practically fifty ounces,
whereas the woman's brain weighs from
three to five ounces less.

The brain with its peculiar makings
is divided into two distinct halves, some-
what like the half of an English walnut,
the right and left hemispheres are again
divided into five lobes as a greater
convenience to study.

THE BRAIN is that controlling

A study of the histological anatomy-

and physiology alone, of the brain can
easily consume the lifetime of an
untiring student, without revealing all
of its microscopical beauty and its
psychological possibilities, has already
exhausted the most careful research of
those who have attempted to gain
entrance into one’s individuality, which
God has not duplicated since the be-
ginning of time.

The full capacity of the brain, with
its thirteen thousand million cells, of
which few men seldom use over one or
two million—the capacity therefore is
limited only by one’s physical endurance.

These very phenomena should appeal
to students and suggest to them that it
is not wise to lose one's health in the
pursuit of wisdom. .

However, the size and weight of the
brains, and they vary several ounces,
are not the important features—it is
the texture of consistency of its various
departments by which an autopsy
determines the active intelligence of a
man in his recent state.

When dissection of a highly devel-
oped brain is undertaken, it is found
that the tissue tears very easily under
the knife, whereas, a dull brain the
tissue will cut as smoothly as a head of
cheese. The fissures or sulci with their
shelf-like tiers which map off the lobes
of both halves of the brain indicate by .
their depth and creasing the degree of
development which the man had at-
tained in his sphere of activity.

As a rough well-marked bone indi-
cates physical work during the period of
growth, just so a well-marked, deeply-
furrowed brain indicates both study and
thought in early life.

To build a strong bony frame—work
for the body, which is its foundation
structure, a person must do physical
labor during their growing years so as
to force the bones to grow strong.
This is quite as true of the brain, which
must lay off its thought and habit
markings before it is set with age.

One writer claims that it is almost
impossihle to learn the native pro-
nunciation of a language after forty
years of age. True, a few words and
sentences can be learned as, ‘‘ Deutsch-
land” or *“Si vis pacem para bellum,”
the articulation of which sounds to the
scholar somewhat like the following
would to the reader—'‘Henri, ist der
two d's or von d in budder?” Of
course, we readily understand that
Henri was asked how to spell butter.

The depth and shelving of certain
fissures indicate, too, by their specific
location the kind of work, mind work,
in which the subject was engaged.

By these exact irregular canals
through the brain tissue the investi-
gators of today cannot only recognize
the difference between a lawyer’s brain
and that of an artist, each with their
exact peculiar sulci. But the brain

9
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detectives can also distinguish a marked
difference between the lines of a prose-
cuting attorney’s brain, with its deeply
marked Broca’s (speech) convolutions,
from that of a civil lawyer’s brain, with
the speech centers not so well empha-
sized, but possessed of a more finely
traced psychological area. Each phase
with its specific microscopical location
as exact as is the focus of the eyes.

To the student along these lines the
brain becomes more interesting with
each bit of research and discovery.

After the European war these stu-
dents look for great volume of new
information to be washed up by the
blood of millions—wounded and slain.
The brain is where the dreadnaught,
the super-dreadnaught and now the
super - super - dreadnaughts were first
launched, it is where Marconi first
dreamed WIRELESS, and where Dr.
Andrew Taylor Still first conceived the
therapeutic principle of Osteopathy;
it is where systems of WAR and systems
of PEACE are first warred out and
peaced out.

The brain is where fright comes to
pale the cheek, and where anger comes
to flush it again.

It is the tower from whence tender
love and unholy passions flash their
messages through the eyes.

The brain is a throne where kind
thoughts may come to rule or where
gossip or scandal may sneak in and tear
the beautiful robe of character from
another’s back—*‘they say''—

It is also the dungeon where the leper
pessimist lives with his companion,
idleness, and his jailer, hate.

The brain to the optimist is a shaded
path-way through the woods, to the
sky-line of a life worth while, where he
brings together the memory children of
yesterday and his hopes of tomorrow.

It is the play-ground of youth, the
battlefield of a soldier, and the arena of
life, where all must interpret and dispose
of each hour.

It is the fruit tree of experience where
lad and lass are wont to go, in youth's
fancy free, and build there beneath its
flowering branches their homes of
happiness.

The brain is the dreamer’s palatial
home, and the only shop where the poor
man can spend his golden wishes and
silver hopes extravagantly. How rich
these dreamers are.

The brain is where the financier
makes his money, it is however, a
valueless currency to the spendthrift,
the indolent and the thoughtless, even
though it be the center from which
health is largely controlled.

In this mental house, there is a
secret back room, to which we permit
our normal appetites to some time go,
and there our thoughts too often brew
a wine of wild cats, and drink till the
light of judgment is upset; 'tis then the
man stumbles out the darkened door to
secretly share with some fancy young
woman—both sin and disease.

Those who read character could well
say: ‘“Cover the brain with what you
will, hair of any color, or a hat of any
style, one cannot hide what they have
sought to gather there from the eyes of
the world. The soul of man speaks
through his eyes and his character is
written into his face.

The brain is a vast court of education
from whence justice and judgment
come. It is the mill of the gods where
character with his chosen assistant,
environment, work silently upon the
feature lines of a living soul. Together
these twin forces, character and en-
vironment work side by side as one
man, tireless, continuously with the
only tools which his faculties bring him.
These are the senses, dull at first, but
each year sharpened by experience,
becoming more skilled by well-directed
efforts in giving the final touch of
expression to his immortal work; ere
the hand of Death reach forth and take
away the wonderful tools of life.

It is the realm where youth reigns as
king, his senses are loyal subjects.

Why not send these faculty captains
to seek out and find relief along the
highway of life, going into the avenues
of music, art, science, business, and
literature,

*“To sound the depth of hearing:
To sight the boundless sea,
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To feel the touch of the soul:
To smell the scent of the rose.”

Thus the hearing, seeing, feeling and
scenting of our fathers and forefathers,
their wanderings, ambitions, and crav-
ings, projected from life to life into thee
—and me. That we might taste the
wine of knowledge which was poured
by each for each and at last for me—
and thee.

During active youth these willing
servants should be trained to go into
the boundless vineyards of information
to bring back the imperishable fruits
from there, to be carefully stored away
in the cells of the brain.

Let us suppose that this has been
done and we will now follow the student
as he lifts the bones from the skull and
lays back the coverings of the brain.
He has gathered his desire from the
deep broad fields of study and distilled
from these fruits the very wine of
intellect, eloquent and beautiful with
which to portray the very tissues of
thought, the flashing functions of man'’s
matchless organ, so capable of mastering
every aim and aspiration of life itself.

Thus I pay humble tribute to the
brain and in so speaking of it, there is
also revealed the twin beauty and
equal importance of the Spinal Cord,
with its ascending and descending
tracks, so wonderful and so accurate in
their transmission of impulses to and
from the brain, to and from the entire
activity of the body—voluntary and
involuntary.

This human brain, so like a wonderful
machine, is complete and perfectly
exact in health; with the image of the
Maker stamped there.

The whole is charged with life, with
its thousand of branching tracks, which
ramifies every molecule of the body,
each atom with its special part to play
in properly staging the energy of life’s
uncertain span. This span is builded,
broadened and beautified by ambitions
untiring pursuit after knowledge, at
times weary under the flickering light
of the midnight oil just as it gives the
body over to the sub-conscious mind to
be rested and toned by sleep sufficient
for another day’s toil.

As life is made of many days, so is
the body made up of many parts, all
linked together through the spinal
cord, every part having a voice in the
administration of the whole interpreted
and modified by the brain; still this
life as a chain is no stronger than its
weakest link.

The mind what an awful thing to
lo?e, for when it is sane 'tis God’s best

ift.

g1“The greatest study of mankind is
man,” and when more is learned of his
brain endowed with faculties capable of
gaining all that other hought has
mastered—and more—with an increas-
ing knowledge of self, this knowledge
should ever command a greater love
for our fellow man, and God, the Master
of mind.

-

SAY SOMETHING GOOD

The eyes that peek and peer to find the worst a brother holds,

The tongue that speaks in bitterness, that frets and fumes and scolds,
The hands that bruise the fallen, though their strength was made to raise
The weaklings who have stumbled at the parting of the ways,

All these should be forgiven, for ‘‘they know not what they do;”

Their hindrance makes a greater work for wiser ones to do.

So, when they scourge a wretched one, who's drained life’s bitter cup,
Say something good about him if you have to make it up.

—Selected.



“THE BLUE DEGREES”

By Freperick Croweg, 32°

S THE blue of the sky is the

color of longest reflection of a

polarized ray of light from the

sun, so is inspiration the fruit
of long reflection, or ‘' patient intending
of the mind" along the slender ray of
truth until outer darkness yields a seed
of light which, implanted in the east,
regularly unfolds into the perfect in-
tellectual daylight of wisdom.

The truths of nature are the symbols
of Masonry, and the culture of the
imagination is, in fact, the culture of the
faculty which enables us to transcend
the boundaries of sense perception, and
connect the phenomena of our visible
world with those of an invisible one.

In our effort.to cross the common
bourne of the known and the unknown,
the effective force of man must depend
to a great extent, upon his acquired
knowledge. But knowledge, alone, will
not do it; even the mental grip of a
stored memory will not suffice; in-
spiration must lend its aid—the trans-
former of analogy ‘‘as above, so below"
alone allows man to make the ‘step-
up,” or raises man consciously into the
invisible realm of high power thought
transmission, forever touching visible
nature through the five points of the
humane senses, there to receive the
message Masonry has to impart.

The cause of the polarization of sky-
light is the reflection of the sun'’s hght
upon something.

Light is scattered and polanzed by
individual particles, not by molecules
and atoms. .

The light of the sky, being polarized,
may be in great part quenched by a
prism.

In the production of these effects,
the only things changed, are the sky
behind, and the luminous haze in
front of the object.

It is not the interposition of the haze,
as an opaque body, that renders objects
indistinct, but the light of the haze
which dims and bewilders the eye, and
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thus weakens the definition of the ob-
jects seen through it.

Thus; does the haze of the senses
intervene between man and objects
existing eternally in the so-called in-
visible world.

When the haze of the sky is regarded
through a prism perpendicular to the
sun’s rays, it is in many cases wholly
quenched, because the light which it
_er:(iits in this direction is wholly polar-
ized.

Careful investigation has satisfied
scientists that 90 degrees is the correct
angle of reflection, and that therefore
whatever be the body on which the
light has been reflected, if polarized by
a single reflection, the polarizing angle
must be 45 degrees, and the index of
refraction, which is the tangent of that
angle, must be unity.

Nature is not an aggregate of inde-
pendent parts, but an organic whole;
the optic, the auditory, and other
nerves of the human body being so
many strings differently tuned, and
responsive to different vibratory forms
of the universal power.

Laying this rule, or gauge, upon the
root of the phenomena of light, a faint
Blue, ‘'blue of the first order,” corre-
sponds to the film of air when thinnest.

Air, being a thing felt, and its vibra-
tions by suitable treatment builded into
forms thus made manifest to the eye,
was a physical basis for the scientific
use of the imagination to build upon.

Consider for a moment the Three
Degrees, or three primary colors or
polarizations of light (the only con-
structive principle in nature), as made
manifest to the eye— Red, heat of
passion; Yellow, gold of truth; Blue,
serenity of mind in equilibrium or
man's free will to choose, and polarize,

r ‘“‘tension’ his “string” of thoughts
to higher vibrations, so thus to quicken
and raise, or crystallize and visualize,
images dead or unresponsive to his
human senses, or lower range of vision,
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and by three distinct raps, or modes of
recognition, attain admission into a
world heretofore unseen.

Acting of his own free will and
accord, his only light being that of his
inner inspiration, he is thus unerringly
guided through the darkness, and re-
ferred or reflected from one angle, or
station of light to the other, and, pass-
ing through certain moral or purifying
tests (or clarifying lenses), he is polar-
ized or faced to the East and taught
how to advance, or ‘“‘step-up’’ by up-
right regular steps, which he must first
put into practice, before he can even
advance toward the East, and upon the
angle of a square step out of the present
circle of sense limitations into that
larger circle of divine realities.

As the spirit of light rests, or is
polarized upon the face of the waters,
and breathes upon, or vibrates it
according to his will, there appears the
reflection of the image contemplated in
the imagination, that all seeing eye of
the mind, which assembles and crys-
tallizes all those molecules and atoms
as yet void of polarization, into vibrant
visible forms, thus giving expression
to the creative Word — *‘Let there be
Light, and there ¢s Light.”

Thus, any object, a universe, an
individualized particle or a man may be
brought from darkness to light, within
the angle of a square, and being, so
become receptive of light in varying
degrees, at first but partially revealing
light one part or point at a time, in
regular and scientific order.

The emblem or badge, now presented
to a brother in the light, is a white
rectangular square, bearing aloft a

prism, both being edged or broidered in -

blue, with rays or ribands binding into
unity whatever they encircle. This
lambskin or white leathern apron, is
an emblem of purity and the badge
of a Mason, more Amcient than the
golden fleece of the ‘earliest vibrant
dawn, or the conquering eagle marching
victoriously upon the currents of the
air; more Honorable or dependable
than the order of the stars in their
courses; more Amnctent because it is a
figure or design of the movement of

light upon the face of the waters when
the creative word was spoken which
brought forth into being the dawn and
builded the vibrant air into visible
images; more Homnorable and impor-
tant because it rolls up the darkness
as a scroll removing it farther away into
the background of the noonday sky
and extinguishes the haze of lesser
lights in the foreground of the imme-
diate present, revealing or visualizing
those objects heretofore unseen to
mortal eyes, eternal in the heavens.

You are ordered to go with it, from
the center to the circumference, there
at the angle of fartherest reflection,
the senior or higher repository of light
will illumine your mind with regard to
the established laws and customs gov-
erning the lower and higher rates of
vibration employed at the building of
the silent temple of light and wisdom.

May you wear or use this power
residual in the ultra-violet rays of light
and wisdom, with which you are now
entrusted, with equable pleasure to
yourself and honor to the fraternity of
Maya-Zons, or Sons of Light, shining
upon the face of the waters visualizing
and calling forth images into life for-
evermore, as all free-minded brothers
and fellows have done before. .

The subjects which lie nearest to
human perception are light, heat, color,
sound and motion. Our senses stand
between these phenomena and thereason-
ing mind, as the haze of the atmosphere
lies between us and the firmament.

Taking our facts thus from nature,
we transfer them to the domain of

thought, look at them, compare them,

observe their mutual relations, move-
ments and connections, bringing them
ever closer before the mental eye, until
the cause which unites them finally
dawns upon us

Having thus established from a mul-
tiplicity of facts a central cause, we set
out from the center and travel in the
other direction, thus is the circuit of
thought completed from without in-
ward, from multiplicity to unity, and
from within outward, or from unity to
universality.

This is Nature's way of proceeding,
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according to the plans displayed each
day upon her trestle board, and it is
wonderful what progress her pupil make
in the tracing of facts to their causes,
and the logical advance from the cause
to the effect.

In the first process, called Induc-
tion, certain Moral qualities come into
play.

The first condition of success is
patient industry, an honest receptivity,
and a willingness to abandon all pre-
conceived notions, however cherished as
valuable (or valuables), if they be
found to contradict the truth, and if a
man be not capable of this self-renun-
ciation—this loyal surrender of himself
to Nature and to Fact—he lacks the
first mark of a true philosopher. When,
however, prejudice is entirely put aside,
and the stains of personal bias have been
washed away, when a man consents to
lay aside his vanity and to become Na-
ture’s organ, his elevation is the instant
consequence of his humility.

The second process is Deduction, or
the advance of the mind from fixed
principles, to those enlightening con-
clusions which flow from them.

The result is the attainment of the
triumph of mind over matter. This
process. of the subjugation of nature is
only to be accomplished by the penetra-
tion of her secrets and the patient
mastery of her laws, for to the mental
philosopher the study furnishes a screen
against which the human mind projects
its own image, and thus becomes capable
of self-inspection, or reflection.

There is something ennobling in the
triumph of mind over matter, in man’s

harnessing the troubled waters in their
frantic endeavors to escape, into a
purposeful power in the steam engine;
and again, in catching and taming the
wild-lightning force which flashes
through the instruments of telegraph,
as meek obedient ministers of his
will.

Men and civilizations must either
stand still or find more potent agents
to execute their purposes, we must
either remain satisfied with the sub-
stitute—mere animal force, or find that
which was lost in the darkness.

Animal strength fails; acquired hu-

man knowledge fails—but Inspiration

or the scientific use of the imagination
here lays hold of the forces which hold
the world together, and the instincts
and successes of man assures him that
these forces are his when he is wise
enough to command them.

With equal regularity, we may behold
the soul of every man stand forth in
majesty and display the strength and
beauty of his will to choose and rule
the thoughts that shall illumine the
firmament of his mind and call his
energies and forces from refreshment to
labor, and from labor to refreshment at
his, the Master's, .own free will and
pleasure, like—as the Sun rules the
orderly unfoldment of light, polarizing
and fixing the lines of force into the
upbuilding of the glories and beauties
of the day, and the Moon governs and
up-builds her body of the recreated
lights reflected in those dim memories
forever upon each day’s shadowy scroll
unfurled each night beneath the starry

canopy of the Residual Blue.

IT HELPS

To leave off grumbling when he can
Is good for almost any man;

Just to look hopeful day by day,
Helps any man along the way.

—S. E. Kiser.



THE POINT WITHIN THE CIRCLE

By Dr. R. H. C. RHEAa, 33° Hon.

WO symbolisms of the point
within the circle, the first from

Mackey's Manual, and the
second from St. Clement of
Alexandria:

“Our ancient brethren dedicated their
lodges to King Solomon, because he
was our first Most Excellent Grand
Master; but modern Masons dedicate
theirs to St. John the Baptist and St.
John the Evangelist, who were two
eminent patrons of Masonry; and since
their time there is represented, in
every regular and well-governed lodge,
a certain point within a circle, embor-
dered by two perpendicular parallel
lines’’ and so on, as is to be found in any
Masonic Monitor.

“In the world-symbols, the point—
that which is position only—has been
taken as a symbol of the First Person in
the Trinity. On this symbol St. Clem-
ent of Alexandria remarks that we
‘abstract from a body its properties,
then depth, then breadth, then length;
the point which remains is a unit, so to
speak, having position, from which, if
we abstract position, there is the con-

ception of unity. He shines out, as it
were, from the infinite darkness, a
point of light, the center of a future
universe, a unit, in whom all exist
inseparate; the matter which is to form
the universe, the field of His work, is
marked out by the backward and for-
ward vibration of the point in every
direction, a vast sphere, limited by His
Will, His Power. This is the making
of the earth by His Power, spoken of
by Jeremiah. Thus the full symbol is
a point within a sphere, represented
usually as a point within a circle.
The Second Person is represented by a
line, a diameter of this circle, a single
complete vibration of the point, and
this line is equally in every direction
within the sphere; this line dividing the
circle in twain signifies also His duality,
that in Him matter and spirit—a unity
in the First Person—are visibly two,
though in union. The Third Person is
represented by a cross, formed by two
diameters at right angles to each other
within the circle, the second line of the
cross separating the upper part of the
circle from the lower,’

NIGHT—DAWN—DAY

God, His creative work all done,
Looked o’er the earth. There was no sun,
A darkened pall hung all around,
Nature was hushed, there was no sound—

For it was Night.

God's messenger in raiment white,
Kissed and awoke the sleeping night;
Night rubbed her eyes to gaze upon

The gentle stranger.
For it was Dawn.

She was gone—

Night's curtain then did fade away,
Morning stepped forth in garments gray,
The sun peeped out along his way,

The birds chirped out a welcome lay—

. Lo, it was Day.

—J. M. Anderson.
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And parted from with aching hearts; yet knew
That through the distance we must lose the hold
Of hand with hand, and only clasp the threads
Of memory. But still so close we feel this land,
So sure we are that these same hearts are true,
That, when.in waking dreams there comes a call
That sets the threads of memory aglow,
We know that just by reaching out the hand
In written words of love, or book, or flower,
The waiting hand will clasp our own once more
Across the silence, in the same old way.

(Author unknown to us.)
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

THE CASE OF ROMANISM VS. AMERICANISM

The brethren are no doubt aware of the fact that Thomas E. Watson, who
publishes a magazine in the State of Georgia, was, at the instance of certain members
of the Roman hierarchy, brought to trial on the charge of sending obscene matter
through the mails, which matter he had printed in his magazine. The case was
tried three times, so that there can be no tenable statement to the effect that the
business was mdecently rushed through without taking the trouble to sift the matter
thoroughly; and the final result has been the complete and triumphant acquittal
<f)f the defendant, and incidentally the overthrow and defeat of the enemies of a

Tee press.

It seems that Thomas E. Watson's offense consisted in his publication of
extracts from certain Roman Catholic publications, and of-his formulation and
publication of certain charges against the managers of certain Roman Catholic
Institutions in the State of Georgia, specifying certain highly questionable prac-
tices and violations of the law of the land.
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It will now be observed that these charges and specifications were never
denied by the plaintiffs; that they brought no suit for libel or defamation of char-
acter, simply brought the defendant up on the charge of sending obscene matter
through the mails—which of course is contrary to law, unless there can be shown
an excellent reason for so doing. Now why did the hierarchy select the latter
instead of the former method? Well, we imagine that two reasons operated to
determine the course of the enemies of Americanism in this case: first, that if they
could have the defendant found guilty of the charge of libel, it would only dispose
of this particular case; whereas, their desire was to suppress his publication alto-
gether, and establish a precedent whereby they could suppress those of other
publishers who might have the temerity to expose the questionable doings of the
hierarchy; second—and by no means the least important reason—perhaps they
were afraid that Thomas E. Watson might be able to prove his charges. So, there
you are!

Now, brethren, let us look at this matter from the standpoint of a true American
citizen. Which is the more dangerous practice (dangerous, of course, to public
morals) ? Committing the obscenity, or calling the attention of the public to
the fact that it has been committed? Is it not the duty of any true American,
particularly the publishers of newspapers and other periodicals, to call the attention
of the people to such offenses to the end that it may be dangerous to commit them,
and hold up their perpetrators to the contempt and reprobation of the whole
world? We heartily rejoice that there are still to be found in our country a few
men who are Americans at heart and have the courage of their convictions. Also,
we deplore the fact that practically all of our daily newspapers are afraid to publish
such things lest they lose money by so doing. Some of them say, “‘Oh, I don’t
believe the half of the charges that are brought against people in these days, so I
don’t bother my head about them.” But if the charges are of such a nature that,
if true, the fact is a menace to our liberties, is it not the plain duty of every true
American, particularly the publishers of newspapers, to investigate the charges
and find out if they are true, and then publish broadcast the result of their findings ?
Is it not a matter of pure justice to both parties in the case? In this connection
we ask you to note the fact that very few if any of the daily newspapers printed
the bare fact that Watson had been. acquitted; and this, to our mind, indicates a
state of indifference and servility on their part that is truly lamentable. The
hierarchy threatens to boycott them and they cater to its wishes; but does it
never occur to them that if all other American citizens were to boycott them the
result for them would be far more disastrous? Their idea seems to be that the
Roman Catholics will act together but the other citizens will not. Let them not
deceive themselves on this point. The people are becoming tired of this whole
business and more and more disgusted with it; and one of these days they are
likely to act in a way that will truly surprise all half-hearted Americans.

The trouble with all our publishers seems to be that they are making haste
to be rich; and we have the word of the wisest of Kings that, ‘‘He that maketh
haste to be rich shall not be innocent.” (Prov. 28:20.) There is another passage
of scripture that is peculiarly applicable to cases of this kind; we have previously
quoted a part of it for the benefit of certain members of the hierarchy, and we
will now quote the whole passage for the benefit of the newspapers as well as their
masters.

“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.” (Revelations, 21:8.)

“Ahem!” says some spiritual descendant of the smart lawyer who asked the
great teacher the question, ‘“Who is my neighbor,” ‘“‘Ahem, where is all the brim-
stone to come from that is to burn eternally around all evil-doers?”” Well, the
best answer to that question is the reply made by the old colored woman to the
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same question asked by her smart-alecky young grandson: “Honey,” she said,
‘“dey all takes deir brimstone ‘long wid 'em.”

Again, some one asks (he also must be a lawyer, and a sea-lawyer at that),
“This fire that is so often mentioned in connection with evil-doers—what is it
and what is its nature?”” Well, mention is made of this fire in several places in
the ““Book of the Law,” and in one place, at least, it is spoken of as a fire that is not
quenched. We frankly admit, however, that we don’t know what that fire is;
moreover, we have no desire to know what it is; further still, we are endeavoring
so to live that we may never know what it is. How about the rest of you?

ACCURACY

One of the most important of virtues for brethren who edit Masonic publica-
tions to possess is accuracy; and yet how frequently is a lack of it apparent. It
is too often the case that an intelligent and well-informed Mason will read an item
or an article in his favorite Masonic periodical which he knows to be a misstate-
ment; not done purposely, of course, but through inadvertance, inattention, or
inaccuracy, all owing to a lack of careful investigation and inquiry for purposes
of verification. Only a short time ago a Masonic paper carried an item that Vice-
President Marshall was made a 33° Mason at the meeting of the Northern Supreme
Council, held in Pittsburgh, Pa., last September. At that session the Vice-
President was in attendance, and it was so noted in the papers; but some brother
reading the account carelessly said in his own publication that he had been made a
33° Mason at the session, when the fact is that Brother Marshall has been a 33° Mason
for a great many years and is an active member of the Northern Supreme Council
from the State of Indiana. Again you frequently see a statement that fifty-three
of the fifty-six signers of the Declaration of Independence were Masons and that
all the principal officers of the line in the Revolutionary Army were Masons,
except Benedict Arnold ; when the fact is that fifteen or perhaps twenty of the signers
of the Declaration of Independence were Masons, and the Masonic connections
of a goodly number of those are not absolutely known. The same might be said
of the officers of the Revolutionary Army. Masonry does not need such extrava-
gant statements to place it at the head of the world’s great and good institutions,
and statements like the above reflect on the editors of the paper who publish them
and, at the same time, are no advantage to our great fraternity.

RAYS OF LIGHT FROM THE TREE OF DEATH

When darkness descended upon Golgotha and covered the Tree of Death in
its sable pall, when according to Holy Writ, the veil of the Temple was rent and
the earth shook, and the sheeted dead came forth from their rock-cut tombs, any-
one gifted with clairvoyant powers, present at that supernal scene, must have
beheld two aura-like emanations issuing from the arms of the cross—one a stream
of light, beneficent and beautiful, reaching out far into the centuries and envelop-
ing everything in its soft and loving embrace; and the other a somber ray, like
unto Hugo’s “black radiance of death,” blighting and devastating everything in its
path. One ray we might call the Spirit of Love; the other the Spirit of Hate and
Persecution. If the great Nazarene realized this, and beheld a vision of all the
evil things that would follow his Gospel of Love, deeds done in his name and for
the advancement of his simple doctrine of love of God and humanity, he would
indeed have felt that he had brought a sword into the world, not an olive
branch. It is to the great credit of Christianity that for three centuries, after the
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death of the Master, there were no persecutions for matters of faith or doctx:ine.
The early Christians were too near to the time of Christ to crystallize his teachings

" into the pagan dogmas that arose after the alliance of the church with the Roman
Empire. Even in the time of Constantine the Great there was great tolerance.
But later on we see efforts to exterminate heretics. If the Church had never
allied itself with the Empire, it is perhaps doubtful if such a thing as heresy would
have existed. The infiltration of pagan rites and doctrines into the simple cere-
monies of the Christian faith, brought about by the union of Church and State,
made Christianity something very different from what it was intended to be by
its founder. To defend its often indefensible dogmas, the Church secured the
secular arm of the State to crush out all who disbelieved in its teachings.

The Master never founded a religion in the dogmatic sense of the word.
His faith was established upon a sublime idea of God as the principle of love;
upon charity and regard for one’s neighbor, as exemplified in the magnificent
parable of the Good Samaritan; and above all in the profound belief in the im-
mortality of the human soul. His anger was only aroused on one occasion, when
he went up to the Temple to pray and found there the money-changers engaged in
their business. Filled with scorn at the desecration of the holy place, he picked
up a handful of reeds that strewed the floor and drove the disciples of Mammon
away.

Today, in holy places, we see these same money-changers. But they are
the pillars of the temple. No well-balanced minister of the Gospel would dare
drive them forth in anger, for, alas, salaries have to be paid, and the church sup-
ported.

“My kingdom,” said the Nazarene, “is not of this world.” But many of his
so-called followers have indeed made it of the earth earthy. However, after all
has been said, we see in the present century a wonderful recrudescence of the
ancient Christian spirit; a return to the simplicity of the early faith; an endeavor
to go forth into the world and preach social justice. The church is becoming more
democratic—we are speaking of course of the Protestant bodies. We must do
justice to the Roman' Catholic church, however, and acknowledge that in spite of
its absolutism in government it has been democratic in its contact with the world.
In the Middle Ages when the lowly were crushed to the earth, men who entered
the church, no matter how humble their origin, had a chance of rising to eminence;
to become popes, if their talents nabled them to secure so high an office.

We see peasants exalted to the Papacy, who in other walks of life could
never have advanced beyond the stage of trench diggers and tillers of the soil—
the wretched, despised vassals of feudal lords. But this democracy did not exist
outside of the Church. . Popular education was never very popular in papal circles.
With the decay of the power of the Church and the rise of secular schools the
blessings of education have been spread broadcast. And with secular instruction
has come tolerance. Religious hate has almost died out. The Protestant churches
are becoming less exclusive and less aristocratic. More and more is the Christ
spirit pervading them, and forcing them into the world to bring about the reign
of social justice.

The great working class has been almost completely alienated from the
Protestant lodies. We must confess this with sorrow. The Roman Catholic
Church has fared better in this regard; its rich and poor members have wor-
shipped -together in true democratic spirit. There has been no exclusiveness
here The Protestant communion, split as it is, into numerous factions, can still
come together in service to humanity, and reclaim its lost sheep. Liberty of
+hought marks the Protestant faith and that always makes for individualism. We
would iot have it otherwise. The common meeting ground of Protestantism, as
we have declared, is social service. Toa long have the churches been accused of
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being allied with Mammon and the Powers that Be. We must not forget, how-
ever, that there is such a thing as Christian socialism—a socialism embued with
the spirit of the Master, and not the product of the crass materialism of the
Marxian school of economics.

SOCIALIZING EDUCATION

Imagine a young eaglet, perched upon the edge of the parental aerie, about to
fly for the first time, and then realizing that its wings had been thoroughly and
effectively clipped. This is the position of many of our young people today—
eaglets of Fate, if you will—who essay a flight into the world of realities, only
to discover that their wings are clipped and their feet shod with leaden soles.
Education has done little or nothing for them, except initiate them into the mys-
teries of the three R’s, and then let them flounder about at will, in the effort to
adjust themselves to the work-a-day world. They are supposed to have received
a cultural education, which probably means a confused smattering of a number of
textbook subjects. Our cultural studies are, in the main, derived from the aristo-
cratic or privileged class among the ancient Greeks, and have but little bearing on
practical life.  The Greek aristocrats were composed of the philosophers, the
warriors, and the politicians. They regarded the agriculturist, the trader, the
merchant and the craftsman as inferiors in the social fabric, a servile class, many
of whom were actually held as slaves and despised accordingly. The favorite
studies of the Greek aristocrat were philosophy, logic, abstract mathematics,
grammar, rhetoric, art and music. Our schools are dominated today by this cul-
ture (magnificent so far as it goes), but something more is required to fit the
young citizen for his place in the social structure. Prof. Dallas D. Johnson, of
the University of Wisconsin, in an able paper read before the Washington Chap-
ter, Phi Delta Kappa, not long ago, has emphasized this viewpoint as follows:

“Approximately 90 per cent of our population consists of manufacturers,
agriculturists, merchants and home-makers—those whom we might say work with
their hands. It can readily be seen that our conventional curriculum—may we
say, traditional curriculum—comprises a group of studies which, while once truly
cultural for the Greek aristocracy, are worse than cultureless for the vast majority
cf our young people. Worse than cultureless, because these studies would not
only fail to prepare our youth for efficient self-supporting citizenship if every
boy and girl completed these courses, but, moreover, recent investigations into
the causes of elimination show that the insistence upon these conventional studies
furnishes one very potent factor in eliminating boys and girls from school. They
see nothing in much of the work offered and especially in the way in which it
is presented, which, to use their own expression, is ‘any good.’

“If we could define culture in terms of the effects of culture rather than in
terms of those studies which theoretically furnish the culture, we should then
be justified in saying that to produce a truly cultivated individual is the aim of
education. The culture of one age would then be a vastly different thing from
the culture of an earlier age in a world where social progress is the rule. We
could then justify on cultural grounds, if need be, the giving of vocational edu- .
cation to our boys and girls. Specific preparation in school for a life of productive
service, supplemented by courses of construction having for their purpose the
arousing of a community conscience, and the developing of a deeper insight and
appreciation concerning our common problems would provide true culture. It
is only through such an education that our boys and girls will be rendered able
to participate efficiently in the social group of which they are a part.”

The education of the past still dominates us though it has outlived its use-
fulness. Were it not so the introduction of pre-vocational schools, continuation
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schools, vocational guidance and placement bureaus, and provision for vocational
after-care would make more rapid progress in the school systems of the United
States. We need, as Professor Johnson says, to socialize education, to bring it
into contact with real life.

It is an interesting fact to note that manual training, domestic science, etc.,
lave nearly “all been forced into the school against the protest of the academic-
minded schoolmaster.” Bred in the tradition of Greek culture, our teachers, for
the most part, have endeavored to resist the new ideas in education of the far-
sighted pioneers of pedagogy. But with the passing of the apprenticeship sys-
tem, vocational training, guidance, placement work and after-care must be as-
sumed by the school. Otherwise we shall become a nation of drifters and
.inefficients.

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE COMMON SCHOOLS

No sooner had the English colonists landed on the bleak shores of New England
than they began planning for the education of their children. To the grim old
Puritans we owe the establishment of the first free school system on this continent.
The acts of Massachusetts of 1642 and 1647 set forth the right of the State to com-
pel proper provision for education, to determine the kind of an education which
should be given, to provide such education by general tax and at public expense,
and to afford opportunities for college work. To these fundamental principles
modern school legislation has added two important factors—compulsory attendance
and the making of free schools mandatory upon the community. But these last
measures developed slowly. As late as 1817, the school committee of Boston
rejected a petition, signed by 160 inhabitants, asking that primary schools be es-
tablished at public expense, defending their rejection on the ground that the inau-
auration of such schools would be too expensive; and, furthermore, ‘‘that most
parents have some leisure, and that with us few are unequal to the task of teaching
the elements of letters.” , In his monograph on “The reorganization of the public
school system,” Dr. Bunker says: ‘‘ Much of the elementary education which was
provided in that day was given in vacant carpenters’ shops, in spare rooms in old
dwellings, in unoccupied barns, in basement rooms, and in such other places as
chance permitted. The scope of the work in these schools before the Revolution
was limited merely to writing and the rudiments of reading. Spelling and arith-
metic as separate subjects were not required until well into the next century. The
support of primary schools, as indeed of the grammar schools of the period, was
various and uncertain. By lotteries, by land rentals, by private subscription, by
licensing houses of entertainment, by tuition paid in money or in kind, as well as
by general tax levied upon all people of a given community, these schools were
maintained for brief periods during the year. As changing economic and social
conditions operated to dispense the hitherto compact settlements, the school was
often rotated from place to place within the community to meet the demands of
those who settled at some distance from the center.” The first genuine advance
was made when these ‘‘moving schools’ were superseded by permanent schools.

When the Northwest Territory was being developed the Congress of the
Confederation, in its Ordinance of 1787, enunciated the following: ‘‘Religion,
morality, and knowledge being nccessary to good government and the happiness
of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged.”
Subsequently Congress adopted a supplementary act relating to the disposition
of public lands that had a decided influence uopn the establishment of the common
school and later of the State university. This act decreed that in every State
formed out of the public domain the 16th section of each township therein should
be set apart.for the support of the common schools, and that not more than two
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complete townships were “to be given perpetually for the purposes of a seminary
of learning [university], to be applied to the intended object by the legislature of
the State.” In 1803 the provisions of this act were extended to the States of the
Mississippi Territory, and in 1848 Congress enacted that.in States thereafter
formed, the 36th section, in addition to the 16th section, should be reserved for the
support of the common school. The result is that 67,000,000 acres of land have
been granted for common school purposes by the Federal Government. Subse-
quent legislation for higher education and for agricultural and mechanical education
is familiar to all schoolmen. The Constitution confers no administrative powers
on the Federal Government regarding education, but notwithstanding that fact
Congress has been very liberal to the supreme cause of popular education in the.
States. Statesmen have always realized that education was the backbone of
citizenship, that true democracy is not based on an illiterate people. To obtain
such education the schools must be entirely freed from sectarian control and
influences. The men who guided the Ship of State in the past, as well as those at
the helm today, were and are not godless men. It is not in the province of the State
to teach religion; such instruction belongs to the Church, the Sunday School, and
the family. To call our common schools godless is an absurdity. Were they to
adopt an anti-religious attitude, one might well term them godless, but such is not
the case. The vast mass of teachers are God-fearing men and women, and know
their duty to themselves and to their neighbors.

THE MODERN SCHOOL

There have been many critics of the existing scheme of education in vogue in
the United States, but none have formulated their ideas in such compact shape and
with such critical acumen and comprehensiveness as Dr. Abraham Flexner, Assist-
ant Secretary of the General Education Board, a John D. Rockefeller foundation.
He has recently published a brochure, under the title of *“ A Modern School,’”’ which
has created a sensation in the educational world almost equal to that of Herbert
Spencer’s epoch-making pamphlet on the science of education. Dr. Flexner advo-
cates the establishment of a ‘““modern school’ in which the courses of study would
not be dictated by tradition. He would remove from the curriculum formal
grammar, ancient languages, theoretical studies in modern languages, and the bulk
of history and of pure mathematics in the way they are now presented.

‘ Aside from reading, writing, spelling, and figuring,”” he writes, ‘‘ the curriculum
would be built out.of the actual activities in science, industry, aesthetics, and civics."”
These studies would be forwarded with the use of “ the accessible world”’ as‘a labo-
ratory to train children “with an eye to the realities of life and existence.” For
example, the features of this accessible world, which a school in New York City
would employ would be the harbor, the Metropolitan Museum, the Public Library,
the National History Museum, the Zoological Gardens, the city government, the
Weather Bureau, the transportation systems, lectures, concerts, plays, etc. In
these studies of real life—scientific, political and artistic—there would be no dis-
tinction between the sexes in the modern school scheme.

Dr. Flexner contends that American children as a class fail to gain either -
knowledge or power through the traditional course of study, and spend a long time
in failing. He says:

The period spent in school and college before students begin professional studies is longer in
the United States than in any other Western country. An economy of two or three years is
urgently necessary. The modern school must therefore not only find what students can really
learn—it must feel itself required to solve its problem within a given number of years—the precise
number being settled in advance on social, economic, and professional grounds. Its problem
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may perhaps be formulated in these terms: how much education of a given type can a or girl
get before reaching the age of, let us say, twenty, on the theory that at that age gen oppor-
tunities automatically terminate?

The education which we are criticising is overwhelmingly formal and traditional. If objec-
tion is made to this or that study on the ground that it is useless or unsuitable, the answer comes
that it *“trains the mind” or has been valued for centuries. *Training the mind” in the sense in
which the claim is thus made for algebra or ancient languages is an assumption none too well
founded; traditional esteem is an i cient offset to present and future uselessness. A man edu-
cated in the modern sense will forego the somewhat doubtful mental discipline received from
formal studies; he will be contentedly ignorant of things for learning which no better reason than
tradition can be assigned. Instead, his education will be obtained from studies that serve real
g%rposes. Its content, spirit, and aim will be realistic and genuine, not formal or traditional.

us, the man educated in the modern sense will be trained to know, to care about, and to under-
stand the world he lives in, both the physical world and the social world.

Dr. Flexner would put the burden of proof upon the subject to be studied.
If the subject serves a purpose, it is eligible to the curriculum, otherwise not. He
further says:

Modern education will include nothing simply because tradition recommends it or becaus:
its inutility has not been conclusively established. It proceeds in precisely the opposite way-
it includes nothing for which an affirmatsve case can not now be made out. As has already been intie
mated, this method of a ch would probably result in greatly reducin§ the time allowed to
mathematics, and in decidedly changing the form of what is still retained. If, for example, only so
much arithmetic is taught as people actually have occasion to use, the subject will shrink to modest
proportions; and if this reduced amount is taught so as to serve real puq’)lghfw. the teachers of
science, industry, and domestic goconomy will do much of it incidentally. e same policy may
be employed in dealing with algebra and geometry. What is taught, when it is taught, and how
it is taught will in that event depend altogether on what is needed, when it is needed, and the form
in which it is needed.

Precisely the same line of reasoning would be applied to English, history, and literature. For
example: There has been a heated discussion for years on the subject of formal f&mmar, whieh
has been defended, first, on the ground that it furnishes a valuable mental discipline; second, on
the ground that it assists the correct use of language. It is passing strange how many ill-disci-
plined minds there are among those who hav:l?ent {ears being mentally disciplined now in this
subject, now in that. The modern school would not hesitate to take the risk to mental di:cl'szline
involved in dropping the study of formal grammar. It would, tentatively, at least, also risk the
consequences to correct speech involved in the same step. For such evidence as we possess points
to the futility of formal grammar as an aid to correct speaking and writing. The study would be
introduced later, only if a real need for it were felt—and only 1n such amounts and at such periods
as this need clearly required. :

As regards history and literature, a modern school would have the courage ot
its convictions and not go through the form of teaching children useless historical
facts simply because previous generations of children have learned them and for-
gotten them; and also the courage not to read obsolete and uncongenial classics,
because tradition has made this sort of acquaintance a kind of good form. Science .
would be the dominating factor of a modern school. As regards purely cultural
studies, the Doctor says:

It is, of course, obvious that, if the modern school were limited to industrial or commercial
activities, with just so much language, mathematics and science as the effective prosecution of
those activities requires, the higher potentialities of the child would remain undeveloped. But the
modern school proposes nothing of this kind. It undertakes a large and free handling of the phe-
nomenal world, appealing in due course to the observational, the imaginative and the reasoning
capacities of the child; and in precisely the same spirit and with equal emphasis, it will utilize art,
literature and music. Keeping always within reach of the child’s genuine response should indeed
make for, not against the development of spiritual interests. Are science and such poetry as
children can beagrought to love more likely or less likely to stir the soul than formal grammar,
algebra, or the literature selections that emanate from the people who supervise the college entrance
examinations?

The education of the particular pugils who attend the modern school might prove to be the
least of the services rendered by the school. More important would perhaps be its influence in
setting up positive as against dogmatic educational standards. We go on teaching this or that
subject in tﬁ?ss or that way for no better reason than that its ineffectiveness or harmfulness has not
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been established. Medicines were once generally and are still not infrequently prescribed on
exactly the same basis. Modern teaching, like modern medicine, should be controlled by positive
mdwatxons. ‘The schools should teach Latin and algebra, if at all, just as the intelligent physician
prescribes quinine, because it serve a purpose that he knows and can state. Nor will tact and
ht and enthusiasm cease to be efficient virtues, simply because curriculum and teaching
method are constant objects of scientific scrutiny.
In education, as in other realms, the inquiring spirit will be the productive sgi irit, Thereis an
xmportnnt though not very extensive body of educational literature of philosophical and inspira-
onal character; but there is little of scientific quality. The scientific spirit is just b?mmng to
creep into dmentary and secondary schools; and progress is slow, because the conditions are
unfavorable. The modern school should be a labomtory from which would issue scientific studies
of all kinds of educational problems—a laboratory, first of all, which would test and evaluate
aghmlleg the fundamental propositions on which 1t is itself based and the results as they are
obtain

AN OLD MAN'’'S HOPE

All but a little of dying is done,

Faded is earth, and one by one

The ties that attached me to life have been cut,
The gates slowly closing are now nearly shut,
Halting and weak arem%e beats of my heart,
Labored the breath that is soon to depart.

Willing I contemplate the end,
Glad to welcome death as friend.

Warmly loved was I when strong;
Kindness, all that doth belong

To age and weakness, now time's spell
Has changed a shelter to mere shell;
Soon, if fate be not less mild,
Tendance as to unloved child

My only claim, harsh duty’s goad,—
If I tarry on life’s road.

Still do I grieve for my dear ones dead,
But that grief spells hope when rightly read.

Here is the course of reason’s road

My mind now travels with lighter load:
My dears would never have wished to stay
In this hard world with love away;

Better in sorrow to yield their breath
Than linger here to see love’s death.—
Then like pilot bell there rung:

““Those whom the gods love die young."”
Not different men’s love can we class—
What were the gods but looking-glass?
Then came the light of the crowning thought
That out of night my soul has brought:

If death holds love as doth appear,

In death we may find the love lost here.

—Harry Caldwell.



TAGORE, FRIEND OF MAN

By Dr. RaymonD V. PHELAN, 32°, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

VERY friend of democratic prog-
ress must have a warm feeling
for that citizen of the world,
Sir Rabindranath Tagore. Wit-

ness his beautifully sympathetic and
spiritualized " utterance on the distribu-
tion of life, a phrase that I would sub-
stitute for distribution of wealth. “1
do not know,” the great Hindu humani-
tarian once set forth, “whether the
socialists’ demand for the distribution
of wealth is possible or not. But if it
is absolutely impracticable, then God’s
laws must be exceedingly cruel, and
man hopelessly unfortunate. If sorrow
is to remain in the world let it stay, but
there must be some glimpses of the
possibilities by which the higher nature
of man may strive and hope for the
amelioration of conditions. They state
a cruel theory who claim that it is a
dream to think of the possibility of
distributing the bare necessities of life
among mankind.” (See B. K. Roy;
Rabindranath Tagore, p. 111.)

The same warm sympathy is again
- exposed in ‘‘the illumination of Tagore."”
“It ‘was morning,” he says, ‘I was
watching the sunrise in Free School
Street. A veil was suddenly drawn,
and everything I saw became luminous.
The whole scene was one of perfect
music, one marvelous rhythm. The
house in the street, the children play-
ing, all seemed part of one luminous
whole—inexpressibly  glorious. The
vision went on for seven or eight days.
Everyone, even those who bored me,

seemed to lose their outer barrier of
personality; and I was full of gladness,
full of love, for every person, and every
tiniest thing.”” (See Roy, p. 72.)

All such manifestations the so-called
practical may scoff at or at best smile
indulgently, but it would, indeed, be
well if the hard practicality of Ameri-
cans, our national coarseness, and our
religion, too often for Sunday only, were
illuminated by something of the spirit
of this great Hindu poet and philosopher.
And while it is undoubted that America
must become more efficient, still we
must be on our guard against mere
workshop efficiency. If our ideals per-
mitted of one class that should live
and govern and another that should
merely work, there would be noth-
ing objectionable in our tendency to
forget that human efficiency in a de-
mocracy should be of three kinds,
working efficiency, living efficiency, and
civic efficiency. .

Sir Rabindranath’s school, started in
1902 at Bolpur, in many respects could
not become our model. We should be
fearful that in such a school too much
of the practical would be sacrificed to
Tagore’s conviction that ‘“there is a
higher and nobler thing in life than
practical efficiency.” Nevertheless,
there is a valuable warning for us in
the great Hindu philosopher’s boast
that whereas the government schools
in his country turn out mostly machines,
every year Tagore's school is turning
out so many men.

" CHASTITY

So dear to heaven is saintly Chastity,

That when a soul is found sincerely so,

A thousand liveries angels lackey her,
Driving far off each thing of sin and guilt,
And in clear dream and solemn vision

Tell her of things that no gross ear can hear.

— John Milton.




THE KNIGHTHOOD OF FREE-
MASONRY

By J. H. Morrow, 32°

HE persistence of the idea of

I knighthood in so many of the

degrees of the Scottish Rite ap-
" peals to thought. It weaves in
and out of the fabric like a beautiful
thread from a weaver's shuttle, disap-
pearing only to reappear the next mo-
ment in all its lustre. Or, perhaps, it
may more properly be likened to a
golden cord, describing wonderful ara-
besque patterns on a robe of heraldic
splendor. However pictured, it is there,
riveting attention. It finds expression
in Knights Elect of the Nine, Knights
Elect of the Fifteen, Sublime Knights
Elected, Knights of the Ninth Arch,
Knights of the East or Sword, Knights
of the East and West, Knights of the
Rose Croix, Noachite or Prussian
Knights, Knights of the Royal Axe,
Knights of the Brazen Serpent, Knight
Commanders of the Temple, Knights
of the Sun, Knights of St. Andrew, and
Knights Kadosh—appellations as be-
wildering in number as sometimes seem-
ingly fantastic to the novice.

Uplifting, inspiring as are the teach-
ings of Masonry, they embody but the
simple principles of human conduct
learned at a mother’s knee, and voiced
and revoiced by sages, philosophers
and teachers of the world throughout
the ages for the guidance of mankind
on the journey of life, until summed
up in the supreme dual commandment,
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul
and with all thy mind . . . . Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself.” Purity
of body and of heart, meekness, gentle-
ness, courtesy, probity, patience, justice,
charity, forgiveness, courage in its nob-

-lest sense—these are the things for
which Masonry stands, and which its
knighthood represents. Always old,
these things become equally and beauti-

fully new in the kaleidescope of human
experience.

The mind cannot but -be arrested
by the definition of the term knight-
hood in its shades of meaning. Reflect!
(1) The rank or dignity of a knight;
(2) the body of knights; (3) knightly
character; (4) knightly deeds—in other
words the honor of having been raised
to the rank or dignity of a Masonic
knight; the splendid moral tone and
intellectual quality of the body con-
ferring .the honor; worthiness both ‘to
receive the distinction and to retain
it—these are the things which reflection

‘must turn into searching introspection

in the breast of a Masonic knight. With
this definition, King Arthur’s injunction
in Tennyson’s “Holy Grail” appeals
with added force:

"GO(} ;x}'ake thee good as thou are beauti-

ul,

Said Arthur, when he dubb’d him knight.

Generically the term knight conveys
the significance of youth and of service
—youth in its capacity for development;
youth in its impressibility ; youth in its
purity and vigor; youth in its ardor
and ambition—all directed toward one
end, and that end, service. The thought
is the same as in the passage from Ec-
clesiastes chanted in one of the degrees,
beginning, “Remember thy Creator in
the days of thy youth, before the evil
days come, and the years draw nigh,
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure
in them”—in other words, before the
natural responsiveness of the heart to
the finer things of life may be deadened.

The knighthood of medieval times
dealt with matters which demanded a
sound body, a brave heart, an unswerv-
ing loyalty to the principles set forth
in its vows. Therefore its material
must be taken at a time when such
material was capable of being molded,
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shaped, impressed. @ And so it began
with the infant of noble birth—training
him as he grew up, first to become a
page, and then a squire to the sovereign,
or to some earl, baron or other superior
lord to whom he attached himself and
was bound to follow. At the age of
twenty-one he was eligible to knight-
hood, and, if deemed worthy and pro-
ficient, was advanced to the dignity with
ceremonies both military and religious.
He bound himself by solemn vows to
chivalrous conduct, as for example to
bravery, courtesy and the defense of
the distressed, especially women, and in
those vows he paid reverence to God.
Nor was he permitted to overlook al-
legiance to his country in his obliga-
tions. Then and there he became or-
dained, as it were, to the larger service
to God and to humanity, for which
foundation had been laid in the humbler
duties he had performed. first as page,
and then as squire, to the overlord to
whose person he had been attached
throughout his years of preparatory
training.

What wonder that Masonry has ideal-
ized the institution of knighthood by

incorporating it into its own organic

life—not for the purpose of war, but
for the purpose of that peace which the
practice of knightly virtue shall insure
by making truth and justice, toleration

and liberty, the priceless property of
mankind.
If Masonry in itself lacks the means
of moulding and developing the material
from which to choose its knights, it
finds a trustworthy substitute in the
State through the moral and mental
training which the latter affords to the
youth of the land. And no longer is
knighthood dependent upon royal or
lordly birth. The humblest in social
standing may aspire to the honors of
Masonry, and the only credential de-
manded is the charter of manhood—
clean, wholesome, 'God-fearing man-
hood. Accepted, dubbed, he becomes
the peer of all men thus vowed to
knightly service, and stands with them
on an equal footing. None will tower
above him, save him who makes his
life of greater benefit to mankind in
influence and in service.
A prince can make a belted knight,
A marquis, duke, and a’ that;

But an honest man’s aboon his might—
Guid faith, he mauna fa’ that

For a’ that, and a’ that;
Their dignities, and a’ that,

The pith of sense, and pride o’ worth,
Are higher ranks than a’ that

Our knightly vows as Masons—how
shall we keep them; how are we keep-
ing them? It is for conscience to
answer.—Bulletin Los Angeles Con-
sistory.

THE MASONIC LIFE

They tell me Life’s a fleeting spark, a passing, idle dream,
Through which we glide as in a boat afloat upon a stream;

Yet, if a dream it prove to be, when Life’s long drift is o'er, -

I'll bless God for the dear dream friends I've met along the shore.

If Life is Love, and Love is God, what more should Masons seek ?
For, sure, the Love Masonic dries the tear on Sorrow’s cheek,
Nor will it from the narrow path of rectitude e’er stray

When called to calm some aching heart and sooth its grief away.

Ah, many a mile I've traveled on this, our earthly sphere,

And many days were brightened by words of love and cheer
That were spoken, oh, so kindly, like sweet harmony they fell
On my poor heart. Oh, may such love with Masons ever dwell!

— John Twamley, 32°.



THE FIRST COURSE OF THE

“RITE”

DIET

By Dr. FREDERICK KEMPSTER, 32°

God has only made us big enough
for the space of ground we need at
" death.

Ifin life we toy with the land and
grab every inch possible, in death we
are entitled to one grave only.

We all like a clean slate; therefore
God has given us January 1.

One of the easiest things to get in
life is to “get left"’; and the easiest and
quickest place to go is to ‘“‘go broke.”

If anyone tells you to go to the place
opposite to Heaven, make up your mind
that they are giving orders they would
not like to obey.

When you hear certain of the Sab-
bath day saints telling how happy they
are, try to find out how many people
they have made unhappy in order to
reach that stage.

I have always had a dread of the
“goody-goody’’ whose religion consists
in silk hose and kid gloves. Good
common-sense folk who, with true
nobility of purpose, are willing to wear
out in the cause of humanity, are what
God can use.

If you are in a hurry to get to Heaven,
rest assured that you will never get
there.

If youcannot get a ‘‘square deal”’ from
a Brother, then bear in mind that, if
you allow him to know what you know,
he will never be * Rite.”

There is only one way to handle a
warped soul and that is to make an
appeal through the skin. Perhaps a
little physical religion will make you
both feel better anyhow.

A woman can either make a man or
break him. If she is your friend it will
mean heaven; but if your enemy, then
Koltll have a very good definition of

ell.

The lodge politician is the meanest
associate of the fraternity, for he is
forgetful of his obligation toward his
brother candidate at election time,
g:dkwill even draw the dagger in the

rk.

If you don't get your own way in the
lodge room, don’t sulk, lest it become a
habit with you to wear the same face
all the time.

Many people used to find the moral
of a book by seeking out the purity in
it; but today they find the moral by
looking for the immoral.

It is no sign of feeble-mindedness on
the part of the people when they refuse
to send a printer’s “devil” to represent -
them in the legislature.

If your photograph does not please
you, don't always blame the photog-
rapher—he cannot be truthful and
produce a good looking subject if the
material to work on is not there.

The failures of 1916 are to be the
successes of 1917.

“HE THAT SEEKETH FINDETH”

In all things throughout the world, the men who look for the crooked will
see the crooked, and the men who look for the straight will see the straight.

—Ruskin.
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CORRESPONDENCE
AN ANECDOTE OF ADMIRAL SCHLEY

Atlanta, Ga., November 18, 1916.
MR. JouN H. CowLEs,
Secretary General,
Sixteenth and S Streets N.W.,
Washington, D. C.
DEAR BROTHER:

Have just read the article ““The Largest Submarine in the World,” which
will bear the honored name of Admiral Schiey.

Wish to record an incident of the kindness and good heartedness of our hero,
Admiral Schley; it may be well to state, that while not a Scottish Rite Mason, I
am a York Rite, and a constant reader of the NEw AGE.

Shortly after Admiral Schley had returned to shore duty, he made several
trips over the country. One of these trips was to Knoxville, Tenn., where at the
time I was located as a telegraph manager. Our office was located directly across
the street from the Imperial Hotel. On the day of the Admiral’s arrival, he was
quartered on the second floor of this hotel in direct line with the windows of our
office. Our messenger boys were anxious, as usual, to get a glimpse of the great
Admiral. Several messages had been received for him, and one boy, especially,
named Charley Simmons, had used every known strategy to evade the guards
to the Admiral's quarters in order to see him, without success. It appeared
forlorn for a lad of Charley's social standing to hope for ever a glimpse of the dis-
tinguished guest, and a word with him was foreign to his thoughts, when the
aristocracy of the city seemed to have a monopoly on the Admiral’s time and
attention.

The writer happened to know Admiral Schley was a Mason, and as Charley
certainly would have missed several night’s sleep, over disappointment in not
getting a glimpse of the Admiral, wrote a note, asking him ‘‘as a brother Mason
to shake the hand of not only the most enthusiastic, but at the same time the most
humble and devoted admirer of himself in Knoxville, Charley Simmons, one of our
messenger boys.” The note was placed in a regular message envelope and marked
“Personal.” Charley started on his dash for the Admiral’s room, and he landed—
the Admiral read the note, took the boy by the arm, and came to the window—gave
a sign we all know, to myself, returned to a chair, and sat and chatted with the
now excited boy for ten minutes, much to the amazement of many “high-brows"
in the room. The great tender-hearted Admiral, whose famous words, ‘“There’s
glory enough for all,” knew how the lad longed to meet him, and he gave to him
an interview never dreamed of by the boy—one full of good, kind words, with a
hearty laugh at the lad’s quaint sayings, and patted him on the shoulder when he
left—with the words, ‘““Good-bye Charley; remember always to be a good boy
and don't forget the old flag.”

To my mind, it was a most gracious act, from one who was the nation's idol,
but who lived and never forgot the teachings of Masonry—to be the friend and
brother of all men—even though it be a humble, scared, little messenger boy.

I trust I have not imposed too much upon your valuable time, and with best

wishes, I am, R
Very truly yours,
A. M. BEaTTY.
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CONCERNING “THE MENACE OF SWOLLEN
FORTUNES”

In the November number of THE NEw AcE, I was exceedingly interested in
the article ‘“The Menace of Swollen Fortunes.” It is a succinct statement of one
of the tremendous problems to which the teachings of Freemasonry must be rightly
applied if an equitable and lasting solution is to be obtained. Much depends on
the definition and limitations of the meaning of the generic terms used in the article.

Two of its statements are, to a degree at least, axiomatic; ‘“The baneful
political interference of combinations of capital in the affairs of the nation,” and
“the forms of political democracy avail nothing when the lives of the many are
controlled by the few who wield arbitrary economic power.”

As regards that article, the problem that confronts our order in its fervent stand
for the right of the many as against oppression, is first, * what is meant by capital.”
Does it simply mean the accumulation of wealth that is represented by the dollar
sign as a measure of value and an economic force? It means to the Mason, that
labor is capital as well as a commodity. Both labor and capital as ordinarily used
are commodities in that they have a vendor and vendee value; both are ‘‘capital”’
in their individual capacity, or in combination, devoted to the production of other
wealth by the use of their resources, whether money or property, or, physical or
moral exertions and force. There is a menace of economic swollen fortune capital,
there is likewise a menace of economic dominant labor capital, controlled by the few,
either or both of which wield a baneful arbitrary economic power to the detriments
of the rights of the many and of the individual.

If democracy has entered and is firmly entrenched in the religious and in the
political fields, is now entering the economic field, is Masonry going to follow the
trend of events, or will its principles and system of self-help, self-development and
self-reliance be so applied as to make it lead. -

Masonry has stood the religious test and led; it has stood the political test and
led; its faith has been well founded. Will its faith withstand and solve the economic
test that is upon us and by which we as a nation, as a State, as individuals are in
this epoch confronted? Awake, Masons; think and answer!

TaLLmMaDpGE HamiLTON, 32°.

SOCIALISM AND THE A. F. OF L.

Far from believing that the cooperative commonwealth is a mirage in the desert
as charged in the July issue of THE NEW AGE, not many, but all well-informed social-
ists know that the cooperative commonwealth, socialism, industrial democracy, or
whatever you wish to call it, will from force of economic evolution succeed what is
now known as capitalism, just as capitalism succeeded feudalism which succeeded
chattel slavery.

Each succeeding system carries within itself the germs of its own dissolution.
The war in Europe is an example of socialistic principles being used for destructive
purposes, the grim necessity of nations surviving depending upon the socialization
of their large scale industries and utilities to insure the maximum economic effi-
ciency with a minimum of economic waste. In other words, capitalism is destroy-
ing itself; social evolution, through economic necessity, is forcing the belligerent
nations to abolish the economic waste of private ownership in things of public
nature, and before the war is over, private ownership in those things will be a thing
of the past in Europe. Nor will its applications be confined strictly to Europe. It
will also have its reflex on this side of the Atlantic. It the United States wishes to
successfully compete in the world market, she will have to organize her industries
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on the same basis; nay, even more, her very existence will depend upon her attitude
towards these principles of social ownership.

We socialists explain political parties as expressions of groups of individuals
having common economic interests at stake who unite to capture the government,
for thought it is the economic power that dictates, it is the political power that
executes. Hence the necessity of labor to fight the capitalist class politically as
well as industrially. The same conditions that necessitated the organization of
labor unions on the industrial field brought into existence the socialist party on the
political field.

As the political expmsnon of the economic interests of the working class, the
socialist party wishes to capture the government in the interests of the workmg
class, and if Brother Gompers wishes to “get the tentacles of governmental agen-
cies from off the throats of the workers’ he will well try to capture and control
these agencies instead of cooperating with the very forces that are forging the
chains of industrial slavery upon the wrists of the workers. I sometimes wonder if
Brother Gompers is aware that we socialists wish to abolish the class state founded
on force, and substitute in its place an industrial form of government. We look
upon and use political democracy as a weapon to inaugurate industrial democracy,
and any close student of political science can see the governments of today gradu-
ally assuming an industrial form.

Brother Gompers charges the socialists with trying to capture the trade union
movement, but in reality, the labor movement is governed by economic forces
beyond the permanent control of either. Despite the attitude of Brother Gompers
towards industrial unionism, as advocated by the socialists within the labor move-
ment, as opposed to his craft unionism, economic evolution is forcing the craft
unions into closer federation, in fact, unconsciously becoming the embryo of the
future industrial organization of th cooperative commonwealth.

Unless Brother Gompers completely reverses his fossilized philosophy, the
next twenty-five years will show him to be the most discredited labor leader the
world has ever known. He admits that if he was in Germany, he would be a
member of the socialist party, and that the United States is two decades behind
Europe in labor legislation. Then why does he not profit by the experiences of
his European trade union brethren and advocate independent political action by
labor? They did not get their labor legislation in Europe by tying the labor move-
ment to the kite of the capitalist politicial partes, and I cannot see how conditions
are so different in this country to warrant Brother Gompers in assuming that the
capitalist parties here can serve the interests of both, capital and labor. If the
Mulhall exposures did not, over twenty years of labor lobbying at Washington,
ought to have convinced Brother Gompers by this time that all efforts in that
direction are futile.

The 1915 convention of the A. F. of L., against the wishes of the socialist
delegates, went on record as opposing getting the eight-hour day by legislative
enactment, yet last August we saw Brother Gompers in Washington working for
the passage of the Adamson bill and advocating the reelection of President Wilson
for his part in the enactment. This, too, in spite of the fact that President Wilson
intended to ask for a compulsory arbitration bill when Congress reassembled, and
which he did in his message to Congress in December.

The A.F.of L. convention just adjourned, desiring not to embarrass President
Wilson in his eight-hour day plan, refused to go on record as to their attitude
towards it, appointing an investigating committee instead. Yet they went on
record as opposing compulsory arbitration, which I take to be, either that they
would not embarrass President Wilson, or they had reversed their attitude towards
an eight-hour day, by legislative enactment. That the working class want an
eight-hour day no one will deny, and I doubt whether the rank and file care how
they get it.




A CORNER OF THE LIBRARY 33

The same situation exists with regard to social insurance. The labor move-
ment of the whole world, with the exception of Brother Gompers and his faction of
the A. F. of L., are in favor of such legislation. There were a few opponents in
other countries once, but their opposition disappeared when the legislation became
operative. Now that the insurance system has been introduced, anyone who would
suggest its repeal in a European labor convention would be considered a lunatic.

The religious and political liberty we boast of so much today is empty and
meaningless without completing the triad by adding industrial democracy. You
may call us opportunists, if you like, but we are in favor of anything that will
strengthen the position of the working class in their struggle upwards towards the
goal of industrial democracy, the economic cornerstone of universal brotherhood,

Gus LiMBERG, 32°, Memphis, Tenn.

Note.—To our mind Brother Limberg's whole argument is knocked into everlasting smith-
ereens and rendered absolutely futile by one ression found in the fourth paragraph of his
communication; he says, ‘‘the socialist party wishes to capture the government in the interests
of the working class.” Masons, and in particular, Scottish Rite Masons, will never assist any
one in capturing the government in the interests of any class. Scottish Rite Masonry stands for
all the people without any regard whatever, to class distinctions. It is our idea that all men are
brethren, and there is, or should be, no such things as class distinctions. Before the law every
man stands upon the same footing as any other man, and there should be no special privileges
attaching to any man or body of men. Socially and spiritually, every man has an inalienable
right to select his own associates to the exclusion of all persons who, from these points of view,
are personae non gratae. But politically, no man is entitled to shut out any other man, no matter
what his affiliations may be, so long as he obeys the law of the land; and in all things political,
the interests of all are to be considered as of vastly more importance than the interests of any
sect or organization or any body of men of any kind.—Editor.

A CORNER OF THE LIBRARY

By MysTicus

FLORA MACDONALD AND PRINCE CHARLES EDWARD STUART

] ONNIE PRINCE CHARLIE!”—A halo of romance surrounds the
personality of the celebrated young Stuart prince, who made such a gallant
J attempt to win back his kingdom of Great Britain from the House of

Hanover, in the ever-memorable year 1745. That king of romance
writers, Sir Walter Scott, has immortalized Prince Charles Edward, in his novel of
Waverley. The story of Bonnie Prince Charlie, the idol of the Scottish clans, will
live as long as Scotland endures. Freemasons of the Ancient and Accepted Scot-
tish Rite have a peculiar interest in the annals of the Royal House of Stuart and the
Jacobite exiles who fled to France with the dethroned James II of England. It was
the Chevalier Ramsay, a Scottish Freemason, tutor to the children of James III
(the so-called Pretender), who established a Masonic Rite in France, founded
upon the first three degrees, which Rite was the nucleus of the present splendid
high degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. Ramsay’s
Rite, often called Stuart Masonry, was fabricated as an instrument for effecting the
restoration of the Stuart family to the throne of England. *The Chevalier St.
George, or the Old Pretender,” says Albert Mackay, ‘‘sought to find in the high
degrees of Masonry a support for his political views, but with no better results
than those which had attended the attempts of his father (James II). :

‘*His son, Prince Charles Edward, who was commonly called by the English
the Young Pretender, took a more active part than either his father or grandfather
in the pursuits of Masonry; and there is abundant historical evidence that he was
not only a Mason, but that he held high office in the Order and was for a time zeal-
ously engaged in its propagation; always, however, it is supposed with political
views.
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“In 1745 he invaded Scotland, with a view to regain the last throne of his an-
cestors, and met for some time with more than partial success. On September 24,
1745, he was admitted into the Order of Knights Templars, and was elected Grand
Master, an office which it is said that he held until his death. On his return to
France after his ill-fated expedition, the prince established at the city of Arras, on
April 15, 1747, a Rose Croix Chapter under the title of Scottish Jacobite Chapter.
In the patent for this Chapter he styles himself ‘ King of England, France, Scotland,
and Ireland, and, as such, Substitute Grand Master of the Chapter of Herodem,
known under the title of Knight of the Eagle and Pelican, and since our misfortunes
and disasters under that of Rose Croix.’”

On the death of Prince Charles: Edward these so-called Stuart degrees, or
rather, I should say, Jacobite degrees, were absorbed into the Rite of Perfection,
which consisted of twenty-five degrees. They lost their political significance,
and were shorn of the Jesuitical influences of the College of Clermont. Many of
them survive today in our higher degrees, in a revamped state. There is some
extremely interesting history connected with the old Jacobite degrees, which we
hope to develop in a future article. But to return to our gallant prince. When the
sun of the Stuarts set forever on the bloody plain of Culloden, Prince Charlie fled
the striken field with a few followers to the mountain fastnesses of Scotland. His
wanderings in the highlands and the islands of the western coast have been de-
scribed in numerous Jacobite memoirs. His hairbreadth escapes from the British
soldiers bordered at times on the marvelous. Though an enormous price was set
on his head by the government, something like $150,000, no one attempted to
betray him to his enemies. The loyalty of the Scottish clans to their beloved
young chieftain is one of the splendid things in history.

Perhaps the most romantic and thrilling incident in the career of the prince is
his escape from his pursuers under the guidance of Flora Macdonald, the brave and
beautiful Scottish lassie, whose heroism and unselfish devotion place her ‘high
among the heroines of the world.”” We are in receipt of a interesting brochure by
Dr. James A. Macdonald, editor of the Toromto Globe, Canada, entitled ‘‘Flora
Macdonald, a History and a Message.””! It is handsomely illustrated and contains
much data that is new to many of our readers. Flora Macdonald was born in
South Uist, an isle of the Hebrides, in the year 1722, and was well connected. Her
education was excellent. After assisting the prince to escape, in the marvelous
manner described in Dr. Macdonald’s brochure, she was arrested by King George
II's soldiers and carried a prisoner to London, but was eventually pardoned. In
the year 1750 she was married to Allan Macdonald, son of a gentleman who had
befriended the prince. They lived happily together and raised a family of five
interesting children. And now comes the incident in Flora’s career that many
Americans are unaware of. She and her husband with their five children sailed
for North Carolina in 1774, “confident,” as Dr. Macdonald says, ‘“‘that the New
World would more than make up in life’s rewards for the troubles and trials they
had experienced in the Old.” In the autumn of 1775 they settled at Cross Creek,
now Fayetteville; the name of their plantation was Killiegray. Says Dr. Macdonald:

“Here Flora thought to spend the rest of her days with her family in peace
and quiet. But even before the Macdonald’s arrived, the storm of the Revolu-
tionary War was threatening, and it was difficult for late-comers to realize its
significance. Hundreds of Highlanders who settled in North Carolina after
Culloden were still haunted by the oath which they had been obliged to sign. This
fearsome document, which was not revoked until 1782, was calculated to keep back
any Highlander who signed it from even the appearance of disloyalty."

Flora and her husband, Allan Macdonald, were loyal adherents of the House of

1 Published by the Scottish Society of America. Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs,
N. C.
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Hanover; they had not lived long enough in America to fully appreciate and under-
stand the motives which led the natives to rebel against their king.

The Tory Governor, Martin, had commissioned a certain Scottish gentleman,
Donald Macdonald, as a brigadier general of the forces to be raised in the State.
Gen. Macdonald erected the royal standard at Cross Creek and started his men for
Wilmington, which was the grand rendezvous of the royalist regiments. Flora
had urged them on with fiery ardor, addressing the troops in Gaelic.

“But,” writes Dr. Macdonald, ‘“neither Flora’s patriotic fervor nor the
clansmen’s ardor could save the Royal Highland regiment from the disaster of a
few days later. On their march to Wilmington, the orders were to rush a bridge
over Widow Moore’s Creek an hour before dawn, and to attack the enemy on the
opposite bank. At a sudden blast of the bugles and a wild skirl from the bagpipes,
they made a rush in the dark. Their cry rang out in the night: ‘King George and
broadswords!” But the clever American patriots, among them Highlanders as
good as the best, outwitted the loyalists. In the night, the planks had been lifted
from the sleepers of the bridge and the logs barked and greased. When the onrush
came, the entrenched patriots swept with their fire the bridge and the bank beyond.
Confused, surrounded, defeated, some seven hundred or more loyalists, including
all their chief officers, were taken prisoners. The private soldiers were released
under bonds not again to take up arms. Allan Macdonald and his son remained
prisoners until eighteen months later, when they were released on parole, and
according to the records were exchanged in New York, November, 1778, for
American officers of equal rank in the hands of the British. Allan rejoined his
regiment in Nova Scotia.

“Throughout those terrible months of distress and fear Flora suffered all the
anguish which war brings, but made no complaint. Owing to the part she had
taken in the early months of the Revolution she was made to endure the conse-
quences, and the family of Kenneth Black, with whom she lived after she left
Killiegray, had to suffer also. Meanwhile, two of her children had died, and were
buried at Killiegray. She could seldom hear from her husband, but at length a
letter came, advising her to return to Scotland. She was loath to leave her dear
ones in America, and her heart was sad as she thought of those lonely graves of her
children at Killiegray. However, she had the opportunity to secure passports for
herself and her youngest daughter, Fanny, as far as Wilmington, and decided to
venture upon the long journey home. They succeeded in getting to Charleston
and there took passage on a British vessel for Scotland. At Wilmington, in order
to meet her expenses, Flora sold her precious silver, prized because of its beauty of
old English craftsmanship, more prized because it was the gift of admiring friends
in London, when as ‘the Prince’s Preserver’ she was the center of popular interest.

“The voyage from America to Scotland was marked by an engagement be-
tween the British vessel and a French warship. In the thick of the fight the
British seamen appeared to waver. At this Flora sprang forward and incited the
men to new courage and victorious effort. She suffered a broken arm for her
daring part of the conflict.

“In Nova Scotia, Allan Macdomald, of the 84th Regiment, was given his dis-
charge in 1783, as an officer on half pay. He rejoined his wife in Skye and they had
a few quiet years together on the Kingsburgh estate. Flora died on March 5,
1790, and the funeral cortege of many thousands attended her when she was laid
to rest, while the pipers played the Corona.h, the lament for departed greatness. :

“The nobility of her character and the romance of her life led hundreds from °
all quarters of the kingdom to visit her grave in the churchyard of Kilmuir.”

It is a pity that Flora Macdonald and her husband could not have joined
their fortunes for good or evil with the American patriots in North Carolina. But
fate willed it otherwise. The House of Hanover had pardoned her rescue of the
Prince Charles Edward, and she had sworn fealty to the British Crown. She was
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no turncoat. Concerning herself she said: ‘I have fought for both the House of
Stuart and the House of Hanover and have been worsted in the service of each.”
She regarded her life as a failure. But suchis not the case. She lives in the annals
of Scotland forever. Wherever a Scottish heart beats, the name of Flora Mac-
donald is held sacred as the most perfect type of loyalty and duty.

The old Highland settlement of Cross Hill still remains. We find the same
names existing—Macdonald, MacKenzie, MacCaskill, etc. Wherever the clansmen
go they carry their traditions, folk lore, lovely songs, and military spirit. As a
writer in the World's Work has said: ““ The Highland clansmen is the most formidable
warrior in the world, the most devoted follower, proudest of his traditions, his family
record, and his country. A fair half of this Spartan race are this day citizens of the
United States. For centuries the other half has fought the battles of the world.
No legion of Caesar or band of Knights Templars has such a record as these who
bioke tlllg old guard of Napoleon, and whose tartan is familiar in every corner of
the world.”

It is an interesting fact to note that the Scottish Society of America has
endowed a girls’ college at Red Springs, North Carolina, known as the Flora Mac-
donald College. The president of this institution is Dr. C. G. Vardell, a brother
Mason, be it known. A great educational work is being carried on here that will
redound to the credit of the Cape Fear Highlanders of North Carolina.

\

OTHER BOOKS RECEIVED

Kahn, Otto H. Art and the People. New York: Shakespeare Tercentenary
Celebration Committee, 1916. 30 pp.

The democracy of art emphasized. ‘“‘Art,” says the writer, “and particularly the art of
music and the stage, is a serious and important cultural element in the life of a community."”

Larson, Christian D. In the Light of the Spirit. New York: T.Y. Crowell
Co., 1916. 194 pp.
Says the writer: “The higher we go in the realization of the One Life and the soul of Silence

the greater becomes our wisdom and power.” An inspirational work dealing with soul develop-
ment.

My ideal of marriage, New York:T. Y. Crowell, 1916. 109 pp.

A plea for idealism in marriage. Says that the current views of sex, marriage, love, courtship,
conjugal attraction, and all other subjects of a kindred nature are * thoroughly materialistic, and
therefore unsuited to the new time and the new order of things."”

Weaver, F. S., The new creation. Vera, S. Dak., 1916. 124 pp.
A criticism of modern methods of worship. Discusses the symbolisms of the bible, etc.

A VERY COMFORTING STATEMENT

This life is only a part of life. We may not have positive proof of this, as a
fact in nature, nor may we dogmatize upon any of the experiences of any other
life. But reason and conscience both proclaim that God is just and nature is
kind, and, if these deductions are true, then those who have not become proficient
here must have opportunity elsewhere, and those who have completed the work
here must have greater opportunities somewhere else; because none of us has yet
achieved the ideal.—Oriental Consistory Bulletin.




The Supreme Council of the 33° of the Ancient
and Accepted Sceottish Rite of Freemasonry

For the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America
Office of the Sobereign Grand Ingpector Seneral in Fotwa
and RNebragha

UNTO THE BODIES AND BRETHREN OF OUR OBEDIENCE IN IowA AND NEBRASKA

$Sorrotn! Sorrot! Sorroin!

It becomes my sad duty to officially announce to you the death of our dearly

beloved Brother,
Wpton Clavence Wlake, 33° Hon.

Died November 19, 1916, at Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Brother Upton C. Blake, one of the most active members of the Scottish
Rite in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, died at his home, 1743 First Avenue, Sunday even-
ing, November 19, 1916.
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Royal Arch Mason
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lar July 6, 1880, in Apollo
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Degrees at Lyons, Iowa, and was made a Master of

the Royal Secret, April 22, 1881, in De Molay Consistory No. 1 at Lyons, Iowa.
He was elected Knight Commander of the Court of Honor October 20, 1905.
Was elected to receive the Thirty-third Degree, October 24, 1907, and was

coronated Thirty-third Degr:
at Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

ee Honorary Inspector General November 23, 1907,

He served as Eminent Commander in Apollo Commandery No. 26, Venerable
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Master of Kilwinning Lodge of Perfection No. 2, Wise Master of Bruce Chapter
No. 2 and Preceptor of St. Andrews Council No. 2 at’Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

He served for many years as member of the Council of Cedar Rapids and was
vestryman of Grace Episcopal Church for many years.

Shortly after his arrival in Cedar Rapids he met Miss Ellen Bever, and their
acquaintance resulted in their marriage. To them three children were born—
Miss George, at home; Mrs. W. H. Sutherland, of Duluth, Minn.; and Mr. James
E. Blake, of Cedar Rapids, and to them we extend our deepest sympathy
in their bereavement and pray for Heaven's choicest blessings upon them.

In token of our sorrow for his death and in honor of his memory, this letter
will be read aloud upon its receipt in each Body of our Obedience in this State,
and the altar and working tools will be appropriately draped and all members
wear the proper badge of mourning for a period of thirty days.

And may our Father Who art in Heaven have you always in His holy keeping.

Faithfully and fraternally yours,
HeNrRY CLARK ALVERSON, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General.
Des Moines, Iowa, '
December 21, 1916.

KNOW THYSELF

“Motives and deeds review,
By Memory’s truthful glass,
Thy silent self the only judge
And critic, as they pass;
And if their wayward face
Should give the conscience pain,
Resolve with energy divine
The victory to gain.

“Drink waters from the fount
That in they bosom springs,
And envy not the mingled draught
Of satraps or of kings:
So shalt thou find at last,
Far from the giddy brain,
Self-knowledge and self-culture lead
To uncomputed gain.”
—Exchange.




REVIEW OF THE MASONIC
“COUNTRY” PRESS

By T. W. H.

HELP FOR LOCAL PUBLICATIONS

From personal contact, personal ex-
perience and personal choice I have been
able to accumulate some information
concerning the workings of the average
man-loved country Masonic paper—so
termed because there are so many of
them—and there is something so path-
etic, so encouraging, so excruciatingly
funny, so heroic, so wise, so sympathetic,
so Masonic in them that, after we have
noted the brief period of existence of so
many of them, and come across one
who blushingly heralds its eleventh
birthday, still holding up its head and
telling us that it enjoys a goodly
share of friendship and prosperity—as
does the Scottish Rite Bulletin, of
Louisville, Ky.—does not scold the
fraternity for non-support or recogni-
tion, and thanks them for letting it live,
I am of the opinion that either an angel
has descended into our midst, or the
brethren of Kentucky are a dJscxmnnat-
ing body Masonic, and good judges of
more than one good thing.

My Louisville ideas have been largely
formed by the genial Secretary General
—who doesn’t spell his name as he
wants it pronounced—the Louisville
choir with its sweet music which I yet
hear, a daughter-in-law who left Louis-
ville to civilize the Scandinavians of
Minnesota, a delightfully mild-mannered
Morgan Raider of the old “gentleman
of the South” type, and an apotheosis
of the Daughters of the Southern
Confederacy . propria persona. My
Louisville Masonic ideas must therefore
be a mixture out of which it would be
difficult to form an idea of the people
who make it possible for the editor of
a Masonic publication to write as he
does, and then, after an existence of
eleven years, with his scissors still
shining, to be modest enough to say

\

that his paper ‘‘is only half as good as
we wish it were. Excelsior is our
motto, and we will not be content or
satisfied until we can furnish a bulletin
that will reach the topmost rung of
Masonic literature. We believe that
Scottish Rite Masonry merits a truly
first-class magazine, and our ambition
is to supply it.” Within this quotation
are contained all the elements and
potencies which will bring about the
object of the ambition.

It is just such Scottish Rite publica-
tions as the Bulletin that, contributing
the information and furnishing the
inspiration, have made it possible for
the Rite to make the strides it has
made and is making, and still preserve
its dignity and standing.

Like all other editors the Bulletin
strikes the snags of lack of cooperation
in obtaining local news of a proper
Masonic character. Some lodges are,
semmngly, very much annoyed if any
mention is made of their doings, but
infinitely more so if no notice at all is
given; and yet it is most difficult to
secure the cooperation of any of its
members in sending in such notices.
The secretaries seem to be entirely out
of the question; they used to be the
source of all authority and information;
but now, since a great many of them .
are receiving wages and have joined the
Union, they are mere bookkeepers and
minute keepers, and I have found little
satisfaction in securing lodge informa-
tion from them. Evidently this is the
case with the Bulletin because it prints
an appeal which concisely states the
need, and politely asks for assistance.
With the disposition of the editors and
the readiness of the brethren to appre-
ciate a good thing, there is little doubt
that the highest hopes, as mentioned
above, will be realized; and I congratu-
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late the Bulletin on its standing and
prospects. The clipping applies to all
Masons and Masonic publications every-
where, and suggests what the individual
Mason can do to help his local paper.

Correspondence is invited on all subjects
relating to Freemasonry which may be prop-
erly published. There are many of the Ma-
sonic brethren who have a full knowledge of
pressing questions which are uppermost in
the minds of the members of the Craft suitable
for serious discussion, and who can, by lending
their cooperation, make the Scottish Rite
Bulletin more valuable.

The pages of the Bulletin are open to all
who have a genuine desire to promote the
welfare of Scottish Rite Masonry and Masonry
in general.

unications from secretaries of lodges,
students of the History of F: , Or
those who have items of interest and reports
of current events will be especially welcome.
The editor, although accepting no responsi-
bility for the opinions expressed by corre-
spondents, distinctly reserves the right to
publish a portion of a letter and omit any
part he does not consider interesting or es-
sential.

All anonymous reports and letters of a
personal nature will be withheld.

MASONIC RAPID TRANSIT

When Dame Nature has a job on
hand she makes a thorough success of
it, but she takes her own time; and,
having all there is of it, she is very
deliberate in her movements. A high
level is to be cut down; the rain begins
to wash down the loose stuff; chemical
distintegration softens other parts; if
in cold regions, frost aids materially,
and in the course of time the hill is
transformed into a level plain; but all
who saw the beginning of the work
have been dead so many thousands of
years that there is no recollection of
them. Today a hill is to be cut down;
along comes the same water, but back
of it is a pressure of hundreds of pounds,
and the man who began the job may
be able to celebrate its completion, or,
if in a hurry, enough of high explosives
will be used in connection with the
water to insure the demolition of the
unnecessary hill between meals.

We are cutting down the hill of
ignorance concerning Scottish Rite
philosophy today by the dynamite
process, say some of the good old
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brethren who deplore any progress
along such lines, forgetting that if
Masonry is a progressive institution it
must be so evenly and harmoniously
in its parts, or an undue strain would
be placed on the different factors which
cooperate to secure the greatest
efficiency.

We believe in the infinite progressive
ability of Masonry, and as our capacity
for realization and understanding in-
creases; as we can find or make acces-
sories to aid in that understanding; as
human intelligence becomes more keen
and receptive; as we can bring into
service all our senses instead of but one
we can make quicker advances and
assimilate and absorb the impressions
through which we add to our under-
standing. I am not afraid of too
speedy an increase in membership,
provided we do not try to exceed the
“speed limit”’ set by our human capa-
city, and do not base our estimate of
progress on numbers alone.

It might be well for us to look back
and see along what lines we have been

-traveling, not for government but for
' guidance. In the Grand Constitution

of 1762, published by the Supreme
Council, Southern Jurisdiction, in 1859,
we find an example of the ‘‘time limit,”
as against the “speed limit” of ‘today.
The degrees of the Rite of Perfection,
including the Apprentice, Fellow Craft
and Master Mason, were divided into
seven classes, which include the entire
twenty-five degrees of the Rite.

This division was accompanied by a
minimum time in which the degree
might legally be secured, and a “limit"
set on the time that must elapse before
passing from one division to the next.
For instance, it took fifteen months to
become a Master Mason; then from
the Master to the Secret Master three
months were consumed; from the fourth
to the fifth, three months; from the
fifth to the sixth, three months; from
the sixth to the seventh, five months;
from the seventh to the eighth, seven
months, making twenty-one months in
all; and to arrive at the twenty-fifth
degree from that of the apprentice,
took the candidate eighty-one months.
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We do not know just how they con-
ferred degrees, but from the use of the
term ‘‘communicated” and a knowledge
of the condition of some of the pre-
Pike-Mackey-Ladebat degrees, I am
of the impression that the degrees
were ‘‘communicated” in the literal
sense of the word, thus bringing into
play but one of our senses, that of hear-
ng; and the degrees were not developed,
as they are today, in a manner which
would impress the mind withoutlabori-
ous effort. It is therefore no wonder
they required eighty-one months for
the time limit method of teaching.
Remember, also, that this for only
twenty-five degrees; that eventually
the Supreme Council which grew out
of this one by virtue of the Constitu-
tions of 1786, forever fixed the number
of degrees at thirty-three, with, as far
as I can find out, the eighty-one months
“time limit "’ still in force.

The subject is not of sufficient im-
portance to spend much time in tracing
the increase of the “speed limit,” and
the decrease of the “time limit,” but in
1866 the statutes provided a period of
two years between the fourteenth and
the thirty-second; but the *‘time limit”
had been decreased somewhat before
that; how long before I do not know.
In 1878 a further reduction was made
to twenty-one months. In the report
of the committee of 1893 on the Re-
vision of the Statutes it is recommended
that all delays in taking the degrees be
dispensed with. The report was re-
ferred back to the committee, but in
the Statutes of 1897 we find that, in
Section 9, the statutory delays are no
longer obligatory.

One of the main reasons for this
action was the growing practice of

working the degrees in classes; to this I
add the increased attention

might
given to the working of all degrees in
classes, reunions, or at regular meetings;
the sense of sight was being brought into
service .and, as the years moved on,
Brother Rosenbaum with his stage
and accessories showed us what they
would add to the impressing machinery.
Then Duluth, with its organ and music
suited to each phase of the degrees and

blending in as a portion of them, added
another factor, until today we do not
need any eighty-one months to make as
firm and lasting an impression, to
clinch the knowledge absorbed by the
candidate through the senses of both
hearing and seeing, as it was possible
for those of 1800 to accomplish in a
lifetime.

Some of it may be superficial, but
the healthy and the essential seeds are
sown in fertile soil, and I am of the
opinion that we are making as nearly
perfect Scottish Rite Masons now as
there were before, a few giants excepted;
the reason so few seem to be standing
out very prominently nowadays is
because there are a greater number to
choose from; it requires a veritable big
giant to be noticed in the company of
so many other giants. But there are
Masonic giants even in these days, and
they are products of these conditions
and, thanks to those who have pre-
ceded them of this generation, better
adapted to the work of these days than
the older ones would have been had
they been able to continue the old
methods in such active, high pressure,
quick thinking and vigorous acting
times as the present.

After all is it not all summed up in
the allowable basic formula, “in funda-
mental essentials unity, in nonessen-
tials progress?” We are as good Ma-
sons today as any that ever existed,
but we are showing it in a different
manner. Would any of you want to
see the return of the late eighteenth
century Masonry, its ideals and prac-
tices? Today we are overflowing with
the spirit of Masonry, the vigor of its
inspiration; unfortunately a great deal
of energy is undirected, or misguided,
misdirected energy, and we are drifting
into vain frivolity and waste of time
and money which could be expended to
better advantage; we are engaged in
pandering to our own selfish or common-
place ideas of sociability or what we
mistakenly think constitutes rational
amusement. In my opinion this con-
dition will blow itself out as all such
mistaken ideas and vagaries do, and
with a return of Masonic sanity we
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will have the solidarity of the entire
Order to promote, and push on any
measures for the benefit of that hu-
manity of which each member is a part
and to the glory and credit of the old
fathers in Masonry who lived their
lives in their own way in their own day,
as we will do in our own way, in our
day and generation.

MASONIC ADVANCEMENT

How often do we accept a statement,
or become wedded to a notion merely
because of a chance remark, unsub-
stantiated by evidence or analysis, and
walk along with our superior heads in
the clouds, congratulating ourselves
that we are entitled to seats among the
discriminating and wise—until we stub
our toe against a fact and begin to
study out the reason for that fact being
evidentinthat placeandat thattime. We
find it has always been there. Facts, like
pigs, have a faculty of always retaining
their identity, no matter how we may
change our conception of them;the fact
is we didn't get in the way of the fact
we tripped over, and facts generally
have to be looked up.

The fact I tripped over the other day
was an opinion of Brother Wm. P.
Filmer, 33°, S. G. I. G, in North
California, printed recently in the
“Schedule of Degrees of the San Fran-
cisco Bodies.”” I have been inoculated
with the virus of opposition to progress
along some lines in our Masonry, es-
pecially when that progress was indicated
by large classes of men as candidates,
an apparent restiveness because of their
evident desire to get ahead rapidly and a
wonder grew in my mind as to the out-
come of this great movement into our
Rite.

I had pictured the calm, deliberate,
idyllic conditions of Brother Pike’s
time when communication was the
rule; when little more headway was
made than sufficient to make up for
the drifting backwards owing to the
advance of years and the conditions of
the country at that time; but when I
was awakened by the stubbed toe on

Brother Filmer's fact it occurred to me
that here was “a condition and not a
theory,” we are living in a very different
age, and half our secular time—if we
wish to do business down town—is
occupied in dodging automobiles lest
we get run over and get all mussed up;
and if we wish to exploit our Masonry
and give it a place in the sun of human-
ity, we must live in the age in which we
move. The plainest landmark, which
will ‘not probably be acknowledged as
such by those who claim to know
landmarks when they see them, is the
statement that Masonry is a progressive
institution. That progress is its heart,
the great dynamic motor, whose func-
tion is to send the life stream coursing
through our Masonic veins, charged
with activity and health; and we are of
little account if we have a weak heart,
and our time is exceedingly short and
useless. Masonry has adapted itself
to all the varying conditions of the ages
and has helped to bring about these
changes.

We are now living in the twentieth
century and our Masonry must have
facility in getting into the course of
events, and seeing to it that its benefi-
cent influence becomes accepted as one
of the factors which will make this
century the greatest of all that have
passed away. We say Masonry is a
peace society; let us make it so. We
say it is a great civilizer; let us give it a
chance to get in its work by putting it
where the work is to bedone. Itisnot
that Masonry is not a peace agent, not
a civilizing factor; it possesses all the
elements which enable it to make good
on both of these propositions and others,
but we do not give it a chance; we lock
it up, we isolate it, we put it in the clois-
ters of our lodges instead of in the busy
world of fact against which I stubbed
my toe; we make of it the scene and
occasion of our play, convenience and
sociability when we have not earned any
playtime, because we have not worked
along lines which would give our insti-
tution a chance to show how well it is
adapted to the serious work of redeeming
humanity, and when we have shown our
desire to work in that direction and then
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get tired. I have no objection to a
playground on the site of the threshing
floor of Ornan, but not until we have
earned it.

The only limit to the safe number of
initiates is the ballot box, the Masonic
diagnosis which advises us of the healthy
condition of the stock we are accepting
as our coworkers, and their ability to
have the larger number live up to our
wholesome laws, and our facilities to
teach the Scottish Rite doctrine in its
purity and vigor. There is no danger
if we can control these elements. We
believe the reply of Brother Filmer
covers the ground quite thoroughly and
present it as a contribution from the
* Country Masonic Press.”

Complaint has been made on several occa-
sions that objection has been raised by breth-
ren of our Rite to advancement of newly made
Master Masons to the fourth degree of the
Scottish Rite, solely and entirely on the ground
that the brother proposed or petitioning is
advancing too rapidly, and that in some cases
such objection has been to the positive injury
of brethren who were inadvised and innocent
of the fact that their names had been proposed
for membership.

In such cases, brethren very shortly after
receiving the Master Mason’s degree, have
been proposed for membership in our Rite,
objection made to the Venerable Master, the
Master does not state to the lodge the reason
for the objection and thus suspicion is often
engendered that perhaps other reasons obtain
for the rejection of the brother, and when pro-
posed again, later on, the previous objection,
reflecting against his character, weighs against
him when his name appears before the %aodge
for election and sometimes becomes the cause
of his rejection.

This, of course, is entirely wrong, as it works
injury to a brother unsoliciting our favors and
whose character and reputation may be above
reproach. It is also harmful because the fact
of the rejection of the brother's name may
become known to him or to his relatives and
friends who may be justly resentful of the use
of the brother’s name without his consent or
knowledge. And a wrong inflicted by breth-
ren of our Rite upon brother Master Masons
is a positive injury to the Rite itself and is
also harmful to the proposition method which
has been so eminently useful and successful
in building up and strengthening the Rite.

But a close survey of the condition of the

eneral Body of the Rite at the present time
iscloses most conclusively the fact that the
Rite has suffered in very small degree indeed,
and only in rare individual cases, from receiv-
ing into our midst the young Mason fresh
from his Master’s degree; that on the contrary

there is every reason to believe that great
good has come to us from interesting and in-
structing brethren when the spirit of enthusi-
asm, engendered by the Master’s degree, is
still strong in their hearts. And there is also
ample evidence that Scottish Rite Masons,
after receiving the instruction imparted by the
splendid philosophy and symbolism of our

egrees, are better enabled to comprehend the
inmost meaning of the Master Mason's de-
gree and consequently become better and
more loyal and often better attending Blue
Lodge Masons.

In consideration of the reasons set forth
above in favor of the reception of petitions
and propositions of recently made Master
Masons and for the further reason that our
statutes not only do not forbid such rec
tion of petitions and propositions, but on the
contrary, seem, by the absence of prohibitory
law, to encourage it, I am of the opinion that
objection made to the Master of a Scottish
Rite Body on the sole ground of too rapid
advancement is not a valid one and should not
be entertained by the Master nor should breth-
ren of the Rite make such objection either to
the Master or at the ballot box.

FUNERAL OBSERVANCES

There are many things done and said
in Masonry for their esoteric significa-
tion alone; many things prescribed be-
cause at one time in the early days
the actions were fitting and proper, and
the best way of accomplishing a desired
result under the conditions then pre-
vailing. Neither the verbiage nor the
ceremonial would be advocated if com-
piled today, and the adherence to the
old way causes confusion, extra labor,
defeats its ends, and does not conduce
to large attendances to take part in it.

To no custom has so great a change
come as to the manner of the burial of
our dead. Except in a very few in-
stances, the simple, the private, the
family observance takes the place of
the ostentatious, the elaborate, or the
public observance. The wailing, the
lengthy sermons, the drawing of warn-
ings from fearful examples have given
place to greater real mourning, but less
display; simplicity and lack of ceremo-
nial mark the progress of the gathering
of the friends; flowers take the place of
crape, the music is of the encouraging
kind, and the talk, if any, is bright and
hopeful; the silence is not that of woe,
but of sympathy with respect and
reverence; if there is a preacher in
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attendance he has performed his part;
everything that could be said, has been
said. Then a band of men in more or
less soiled white linen aprons, with some
rods and some other paraphernalia,
surround the coffin so that it is entirely
hidden from the family and attendant
friends who for a long time are obliged
to look at the backs of these strange
men and listen to a poorly arranged,
lugubrious dissertation in which the
principal idea is to urge the drawing of
the mantle of charity around one who,
according to the discourse, needed it
badly. There is not a comforting
phrase in it; it was written in the
Jonathan Edwards days and grates on
the sensibilities and shocks the nerves.

As a rule, in Minnesota, the lodge
does not accompany the body to the
cemetery, just the pall bearers, if any;
the whole ceremonial is a mediaeval
survival in a twentieth eentury setting,
and not entirely creditable to our
institution. I cannot find that it is any
essential portion of our ritualistic cere-
monies, and it has never been claimed
to be even a landmark. It has been a
matter of wonder to me for a very long
time why some Grand Lodge does not
get up an appropriate Masonic funeral
observance, applicable to modern cus-
toms, and embodying the 1deas of today
concerning such.

I believe the brethren would turn out
to a funeral with greater freedom than

at present, and in a large city, and a
large lodge, the attendance problem is
a very perplexing one, one which will
not be solved until it is solved right and
in accordance with the customs and
ideas of today.

I find under “Notes and News,” a
compilation of paragraphical informa-
tion which forms a part of the “New
England Craftsman,” that California
has taken a step which will simplify
the process without sacrificing one jot
or tittle of its effectiveness or impres-
siveness. It is indicative of the grow-
ing idea amongst Masons to transact
Masonic business in a business manner,
and in this case to make its semi-public
ceremonies operative in a common-sense
method and conform to modern customs,
by cutting off the needless portions of
our ceremonies which have outgrown
their usefulness or apparent meaning.

The Grand e of California permits a
lodge to be opened anywhere for the purpose
of a Masonic burial mthout the necessity of
a formal opening. Their law reads:

“To constitute burial with Masonic honors A

the funeral service authonzed by the Grand
Lodge must be used. The lodge may be
opened in due form in the lodge room or the
Master may call the members of his lodge
together at the place designated for the
funeral, -there put on the proper regalia and
conduct the funeral without the necessity of
a formal opening of the lodge, in which case,
the secretary will note in the minutes of the
next stated meeting the fact that the funeral
has been conducted by the lodge."

FREEDOM OF SPEECH

You show that you believe in free speech, that you do not believe there is any

argument in throwing a brick or in

g windows. The world is not going

ahead by such action. We must keep free and open forums of truth, where truth

will be analyzed from all points of view.

A man can adopt the religion which he chooses, and no church or state has any
right to interfere. There should always be a separation of church and state. The
basic principle of government cannot exist upon any such union.—Governor M’Call,
of Massachusetts, in an address delivered to a Methodist Conference in Boston, Ajml
10, 1916, jollowmg the Haverhill riot on the night of the fourth.




GENERAL MASONIC NEWS

COMING REUNION DATES

The Bodies of the Rite in the Valley
of Washington, D. C., will hold meet-
ings for the conferring of degrees every

. Tuesday evening during the winter.
The twentieth degree will be conferred
on January 23, 1917; the twenty-first
on January 30; the twenty-fourth on
February 6; the thirtieth degree on
February 13; the thirty-first degree on
February 27, and the thirty-second
degree on March 6, 1917.

The San Francisco and the California
Bodies of the Rite in San Francisco,
Cal., hold their meetings, the former
every Priday evening, and the latter
every Wednesday evening.

The Bodies of the Rite in Seattle,
Wash., hold their meetings every Tues-
day evening.

During the months of February and
March, 1917, the Scottish Rite Bodies
in St. Paul, Minn., will hold meetings
for the conferring of degrees every
Wednesday evening.

The Bodies of the Rite in the Valley of
Los Angeles, Cal., will confer the Thirty-
first degree on January 19, and the Thir-
ty-second degree on January 26, 1917.

The fifty-third reunion of Black Hills
Consistory No. 3, and Coordinate
Bodies of the Rite in the Valley of
Deadwood, S. Dak., will be held Jan-
uary 22 to 26, 1917.

The Bodies of the Rite in South
McAlester, Okla., will hold a reunion
for conferring degrees on January 23,
24 and 25, 1917.

The reunion of the Bodies in Denver,
C;)llf;., will be held February 19 to 22,
1917.

Reunions will take place in the Ma-
sonic Temple at Cristobal, Canal Zone,
on January 20 and 21, February 17
and 18, March 17 and 18, and April 21
and 22, 1917.

The Bodies of the Rite in the Valley
of Chicago, Ill. (Northern Jurisdiction),
hold their meetings every Thursday
evening,

The Scottish Rite Bodies of Burling-
ton, Vermont (Northern Jurisdiction),
will hold their Mid-Winter Reunion
January 25 and 26, 1917.

REUNION AT BOISE, IDAHO

We hear from the brethren of Boise,
Idaho, that the fifteenth reunion of the
Bodies of the Rite in that valley was a .
most enjoyable and successful one.
Thirty-eight brethren received the de-
grees in the Lodge of Perfection, thirty-
seven in the Chapter, thirty-three in the
Council and thirty-seven in the Con-
sistory. Their membership now is 373
in the Lodge, 343 in the Chapter, 323
in the Council and 317 in the Con-
sistory.

FROM KANSAS CITY, MO.

In connection with the annual report
of the Mason's Relief Committee of
Kansas City, Mo., Brother Frank S.
Land writes us under date of December
1 that on November 22 the committee
gave a Charity Ball in Convention
Hall and, from all indications, have
raised a fund of $2,000 or more to aid
in the work of the coming year. Up to
the date of the letter (December 15),
the Employment Bureau had secured
over 2,000 positions and was steadily
going on.

THE FALL REUNION AT AUSTIN,
TEX.

From the Scottish Rite Messenger of
Austin, Tex., we learn that their fall
reunion just closed was a complete
success, both as to the number taking
the degrees and in the manner of con-
ferring the degrees, from the fourth to
the thirty-second.

The number of candidates for the
degrees was as follows: Lodge, 81; Chap-
ter, 57; Council, 53; Consistory, 62;
the total number taking the degrees
being 121. ,
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THE NEW GRAND MASTER OF
MASONS IN MASSACHUSET TS

At the Masonic Temple in Boston,
on the afternoon of December 14, 1916,
Brother Leon M. Abbott was elected to
succeed Brother Melvin M. Johnson as
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts. Brother Abbott is one
of the most prominent Masons in the
State, having served as Master of
Columbian Lodge, District Deputy and
Senior Grand Warden. He is a Past
High Priest of St Paul's Chapter,
R. A. M, and a trustee of Boston Com-
mandery. He is also a thirty-third
degree Mason and an active member of
the Supreme Council for the Northern
Jurisdiction and Deputy of the same in
- Massachusetts. He is, moreover, the
Provincial Grand Master in the United
States of the Royal Order of Scotland.

A REMARKABLE COMMUNICA-
TION

On the evening of December 30,
1915, in Parker Lodge No. 630, F. &
A. M., of Parker City, Randolph
County, Ind., there was held a most
remarkable communication, the like
of which has probably never been wit-
nessed before in any Masonic jurisdic-
tion in the world.

It was a special communication, called
for the purpose of installing the officers
of the lodge. When the hour for
opening the lodge arrived, the Wor-
shipful Master, Brother William H.
Moulton, called Past Master Levi H.
Karns to the East and requested him to
assume the duties of Worshipful Master,
and to fill all the other official positions
with his six sons, all of whom were
there present, assuring him that the
regular officers would gladly surrender
their places for that purpose.

Brother Karns thereupon appointed
his sons to the vacant official positions,
beginning with the oldest, as follows:

As Senior Warden, Brother Past
Master Otis K. Karns, of Indianapolis,
Ind., a member of Richmond Lodge
No. 196, of Richmond, Ind.

As Junior Warden Brother Linus L.
Karns, of Rock Island, Ill., a member of
the lodge at that place.

As Treasurer, Brother Isaac T. Karns,
a member of Parker Lodge, and residing
in Parker City.

As Secretary, Brother Asa B. Karns,
a member of Parker Lodge, but residing
in Santa Ana, Cal.

As Senior Deacon, Brother Sidney F.
Karns, a member of Parker Lodge, but
residing in Richmond, Ind.

As Junior Deacon, Brother Grant A.
Karns, a member of Parker Lodge, but
residing in Omaha, Nebr.

Brother Levi Karns then opened the
lodge on the Master Mason’s degree,
installed the officers elect for 1916 with
full ceremony, and closed the Lodge.

Does any one know of a case that can
come anywhere near being a parallel to
this? If so, kindly let us know of it.
We should like to place it upon record
in the columns of THE NEw AGE.

A NEW MASONIC WEEKLY

The postman has laid upon our desk
No. 1, Vol. 1, of the Masonic Tribune, a
weekly paper, issued every Thursday
by Sidney Smith and John H. Reid,
editors and publishers, and of which
Lura E. Brown Smith is associate and
literary editor. The address of the new
periodical is 4141 Fourteenth Avenue,
Seattle, Wash.

We like the appearance of the new
Masonic champion. It is neat in ap-
pearance, and its eight pages are filled
with live matter. In its editorial salu-
tation, among other things it has to say:
“The main feature of the Tribume is
that it is a Masonic newspaper and will
in every issue strive to give in brief the
news which will benefit and be of service
to Masonry in general. Improvement
will be made from issue to issue until
every department and detail is per-
fected.

“Send us your ads., subscriptions
and news and in return the publishers
will print as good a newspaper as good
hard work can produce."”

That’s the talk, brethren and sister,
go on with the good work. It is an
axiom that men and things never stand
still—they either improve or they de-
teriorate and die; and if you never suffer
the Masonic Tribune to fall below the
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standard of its first issue it is bound to
improve and therefore must succeed.
Your promise of good hard work is the
very thing to bring about the needed
improvement. As to the rest of it, we
believe it was Ralph Waldo Emerson
who said something to the effect that
if a man lived on the top of a high,
steep hill and there made the best
shoes in the world, humanity would
make a beaten path to his door.

“AT THE FERRY”

We have had several inquiries con-
cerning a poem with the above title,
published in our issue for December
last, and its author, Brother Charles
Faustus Whaley. Brother Whaley is
a Master Mason and also a Shriner;
indeed, he is known as *“The Poet
Laureate of the Shrinedom of North
America.” He has written and pub-
lished a small book of poems called
“The Confessions of a Master Mason,”’
several extracts from which we have
published from time to time in the

New AGeE. Brother Whaley’s address
is 913 First Avenue, West Seattle,
Washington.

A DECLARATION OF THE
GRAND LODGE OF INDIANA

In 1915 the Grand Lodge of Indiana
adopted a declaration of purposes
which we here reprint, and which we
commend to all Masons everywhere.
It is stated that the declaration was
adopted for two reasons: (1) In order
that candidates might definitely know
just what Indiana Masonry is driving
at; and (2) That the Grand Lodge might

begin a comprehensive analysis for its’

“Study Side of Masonry” and develop
a well-balanced course of instruction.
The declaration sets forth that, * The
purpose of speculative Masonry is to
raise the personal efficiency of the indi-
vidual Master Mason by organized
influences: (1) Mentally (in line with
Preston); (2) Morally (in line with
Krause); (3) Spiritually (in line with
Oliver); and (4) Physically (in line with
physical preparedness both before and

after initiation in the interest of self,
home and country.)”

And all this is to be done in order that
the Master Mason may better discharge
his full and positive duty to God, his
country, his neighbor and himself; and,
under this latter head, eliminate all
waste of time, energy, money and
opportunity.

There you are, brethren—that seems
to us to be a good deal of all right.

FAITHFUL SERVICES
REWARDED

Brethren of the Rite who happen to
know our Brother David C. Chase, 32°,
of Payette, Idaho, will be interested in
the following, clipped from the Payette
Enterprise of November 30, 1916:

Immediately following the impressive cere-
monies of installing the newly elected officers
of the Royal Arch ghapter of Masons Tuesday
night, there was a little ceremonial not a part
of the usual program, nevertheless one to be
happily remembered. It was‘at the conclu-
sion of the usual ritualistic rites that inducted -
into office the faithful and efficient Secretary, -
D. C. Chase, for his eleventh term, when most
unexpectedly to him Past High Priest Albert
White, in words appropriate to the occasion,
presented him with a strikingly handsome
watch charm, emblematic in its unique design
of the various degrees of Masonry, as a slight
token of the Chapter’s appreciation of his long
and faithful services as secretary. Mr. Chase
has served as Grand Master of Idaho Masons
and has received other honors at the hands of
his brethren, but this is said to have been the
first time he was ever the victim of a conspiracy
that completely put him to the bad as a s; h-
maker. A banquet which was attended by a
goodly number of the fraternal members was
a happy climax to the social side of the occa-
sion. Mr. Chase is proudly wearing his new
adornment, which is certainly *“a thing of
beauty,” and one that will doubtless be *
joy forever’ to its possessor. :

A MASONIC LODGE—
SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE
In The Freemason ,(London)Yof No-

vember 4, 1916 we read: “An officer of
the 16th Royal Irish Rifles, in a letter

'to a friend at Lurgan, gives an interest-

ing account of a meeting held at the
front under the auspices of a lodge
under the Irish Constitution, which
was established in Lurgan when the
battalion was being formed there. In
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the letter he writes: “The Regimental
Masonic Lodge of the pioneers held two
successful meetings in a large two-
storied farmhouse within their billeting
area, and only a couple of miles from
the Boche front line. The building
had been shelled a short time previqusly,
and not a whole pane of glass remained
in the house. This, however, was soon
remedied, and did not interfere with
the business of the meeting, which was
transacted to the music of big-gun fire,
the hum of aeroplanes, and the bursting
of Hun shells. It is, perhaps, the first
time that Masonic brethren had to meet
in lodge fully armed, and equipped
with gas helmets, as some of the mem-
bers had to do on this occasion. A good
many visiting brethren availed them-
selves of the opportunity of meeting
under these unique circumstances, some
c?ming long distances to do so.”

A BATTLE LODGE OF
FREEMASONS

We are indebted to Brother Fred-
erick C. von Rosenberg, 32°, of Austin,
Tex., for the following translation of an
article in a German paper:

“According to an account by Paul
Fisher appearing in the Illustrated
Monthly ‘Out of the Eastlands,” pub-
lished by Oskar Enlitz at Lissa, Prussia,
a number of members of German Ma-
sonic lodges who at that time were
attached to the German general govern-
ment of Warsaw as officers, doctors,
officials, or engaged in other German
work, organized, at the end of last year,
in the old Polish capital, a Battle Lodge,

founded upon the laws of the Grand
Lodge of Prussia named for ‘Friend-
ship,” which, like the two other old
Prussian Grand Lodges, is under the
protection of Prince Friederich Leopold
of Prussia. The new lodge was conse-
crated and opened with full ceremony in
the presence of the Grand Master-from
Berlin.”

A REMARKABLE RECORD

Brother John B. Nicklin, of Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., during the last fifty
years has not missed a single session of
the Royal Arch Chapter of which he is
a member. At a meeting of the Chap-
ter (Hamilton Chapter, R. A. M.) held
on the evening of Tuesday, December
12, 1916, admiring friends presented
him with fifty gold dollars, one for each
year of his remarkable faithfulness.

HELP, BRETHREN!

Again the increasing popularity of
the NEw AGE MacAZINE is forcibly
demonstrated. We are in receipt of a
number of requests to be supplied with
copies of the NEw AGE for June, 1916,
and our supply of that issue is com-
pletely exhausted. If any of the breth-
ren have copies of the June number for
that year which they do not care to
preserve for themselves, they will con-
fer a very great favor by forwarding the

same to the Secretary General, Brother °

John H. Cowles, at the House of the
Temple, Sixteenth and S Streets N.W.,
Washington, D. C. Popularity has its
burdens, but we like it!

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

There is not complete religious liberty where any one sect is favored by the
State and given an advantage by law over other sects. Whatever establishes a
distinction against one class or sect is, to the extent to which the distinction
operates unfavorably, a persecution, and, if based on religious grounds, a religious
persecution. The extent of the discrimination is not material to the principle.
It is enough that it creates an inequality of right or privilege.— Judge Thomas M.

Cooley.
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THE GLAMOUR OF THE MISSIONS

By Cyrus FieLp WiLLArD, 32°

and particularly in California,

we hear much of the wonderful

self-sacrifice and devotion of the
mission fathers of the Roman Catholic
church who established the old missions
in California, Arizona and New Mexico
and, as their panegyrists claim, ‘ brought
the blessings of civilization and Christi-
anity to the poor Indian.”

Much has been written of these old
days and a glamour of enchantment has
been thrown around reality and the facts
in the case by the agents of the Roman
Catholic church, conscious or uncon-
scious, who have sung without ceasing
the virtues of ‘ Father’ Junipero Serra
and the other mission fathers (7).

This has been taken up by the hotel
keepers and others who live on the
tourist crop of California and the West,
until people have come to believe fiction
to be fact.

In Santa Barbara the street railway
exploits the Santa Barbara Mission in
order to get the nickels from the tour-
ists who go there to see it.

In San Diego the street railroad ex-
ploits the twin legend of Ramona and
one of its lines bears the sign, ‘‘Ra-
mona’s Home."”

As Ramona was the imaginary heroine
of Helen Hunt Jackson’s novel of that
name and only existed in the brain of
the novelist, and as she is a part of the
mission system, it can be seen to what

QLL over the West and Southwest,

lengths commercialism will go. Then
likewise the Santa Fe Railroad (which
used to be called ‘‘Atchison’’ in Boston)
is exploiting the missions in its adver-
tising with cuts and word paintings as
to the romance of the good old days of
the missions.

Romances and romancing have char-
acterized the attempt to gloss over the
early history of the missions which were
surrounded with bloodshed and en-
slavement of the Indians to whom the
“blessings of civilization and Christi-
anity'’ were brought by these same mis-
sion “fathers” (?).

But the time has come to throw off
this glamour which the agents of the
Roman Catholic church (who are not
always Catholics, by the way) and
commercialism in various forms have
combined to throw over the minds of
the American people and seek in the
unvarnished history of the past for the
real condition of affairs which brought
about the degradation and enslavement
of the Indians of the New World, to-
gether with the wholesale murder and
obliteration of entire tribes, making the
treatment of the Indians of the Atlantic
seaboard by the English settlers seem
like philanthropy by comparison.

Spain and the Spanish Roman Catho-
lic missionary orders domiciled and
centering in the City of Mexico were
the principal factors in establishing
the missions of the Southwest of this

51




52 THE NEW AGE

country and in California, and the
history of the same must be traced back
to the City of Mexico and from there to
Hispaniola or Hayti, as it is known
today, where Columbus established his
first colony and where the first missions
were established.

What do we now find in that island
of hatred and revolution, whose negro
population was brought over at the
instigation of Las Casas, the Roman
Catholic bishop of Chiapa, who founded
that negro slavery in the Western
Hemisphere which cost the United
States the agony of a civil war with loss
of millions of lives and treasure to
suppress.

Whether we call it Providence, Fate,
Nemesis, or Karma, or whatever name
one may call that power which guides
human affairs, yet it is a curious fact
that the negro slaves brought over to
Hispaniola not only revolted and killed
their masters and drove out the Spani-
ards and French, but even changed the
name of the island until today there is
hardly anything to show where Spain’s
first colony existed, not even the name.

Within two short years after His-
paniola was settled by Columbus, ac-
cording to the Encyclopedia Britan-
nica in its article on ‘‘Columbus,”
‘“five shiploads of Indians were sent off
to Seville, Spain, on June 24, 1495, to
be sold as slaves, and a tribute ‘was
imposed on their fellows which must be
looked upon as the origin of that system
of repartimientos or encomienda which
was afterwards to work such cruel mis-
chief among the conquered.”

But the Roman Catholic “fathers”
(?) then, as they do now, pretended to
come as friends and spiritual advisers
until they got the power, and the vari-
ous mission orders followed the same
crafty line of procedure.

Later on when Columbus returned to
Hayti, where his principal settlement of,
Isabella was, he found that, in order to
quell a revolt against his rule, he had to
grant such of the opposition chief’s
followers as chose to remain in the
island, repartimientos of land and labor;
in other words, land and Indian slaves
to work them.

The missions were planted in His-
paniola or Hayti by the Benedictine
mission fathers, who made such fine
rum under the name of Benedictine
cordial, and soon we find them owning
vast landed properties and buildings,
exempt of course from taxation, as they
are today in the United States, and run
as money-making institutions like the
distillery above mentioned, without
much concern as to the physical well-
being or health of those under the charge
of the grasping “fathers.”

“Twelve missionaries accompanied
the expedition under the orders of
Bernard Buil, a Benedictine friar,”
says the same authority, referring to the
second expedition of Columbus in 1493,
when they landed in Hayti and soon
after were given repartimientos of land
and labor.

In other words so many Indian slaves
were allotted the gentle mission fathers
of Hispaniola who brought the “bless-
ings of civilization and Christianity to
the poor Indians,” by Columbus, thus
compelling them to work in the mines
and fields of the missions as they did in
California, driven on by the lash sothat a
million of these Indians, recipients of
such blessings, died from a surfeit of
these “blessings of civilization and
Christianity”’ brought to them by the
mission fathers, in the short period of
fifteen years.

In 1508, or fifteen years after the
landing of the mission fathers in His
paniola or Hayti, the Spaniards, finding
the Indians dying off at a frightful rate,
unable to stand the terrific tasks im-
posed on them by their cruel masters,
among whom were the mission fathers,
at the suggestion of Las Casas, Roman
Catholic bishop of Chiapa—the *‘good
Las Casas,” as he is called—imported
negro slaves from Guinea and laid
the foundation of that negro slavery
which was to cost us such terrible
sacrifices of blood and treasure to
eradicate.

Thus the good padres who brought
the “blessings of civilization’ to the
poor Indian also were responsible for
those two blots on civilization, negro
slavery and the repartimiento or peon
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system which existed in Mexico until
recent years, bolstered up by all the
authority of the Roman Catholic hier-
archy who are plotting and scheming
against Carranza in Washington today.

In speaking of the Spanish system
in America under the heading of
‘‘America’’ the same generally accepted
authority, noted for its impartiality,
says:

‘‘ Lastly the clergy who were numerous
and rich possessed great influence among
a superstitious people.

“The vices naturally inherent in this
colonial system existed in full force
in the Spanish-American possessions.
There was tolerable security for all
classes except the miserable Indians,
who were regarded and treated pri-
marily as beasts of burden, out of whose
toil and suffering a provision as ample

as possible was to be extracted; first, to -

supply the wants of the royal treasury
and next, to satisfy the cupidity of
ashoal of do-nothing public officials and
PRIESTS.”

These were undoubtedly some of the
“blessings of civilization and Chris-
tianity’’ brought by the “good (?)
padres’” to the poor Indians. These
phrases are the usual stock in trade of
their panegyrists and this theme is
used over and over again ad nauseam.

“The Indians after the conquest
were at first slaves’” (says the same
authority in describing conditions in
Mexico and Peru) “they paid a capita-
tion tax to the crown and their labor
was entirely at the disposal of their
lord” (another ‘‘blessing of civiliza-
tion).” “This system was modified
from time to time, but all the changes
introduced down to the revolution”
(against Spain) ‘“did not relieve them
from the state of vassalage.” Slaves
of the soil like these must indeed have
been thankful for the *blessings of
civilization and Christianity” brought
by the ‘“good padres’ as the frequent
revolutions testify. In this connection
it may be well to say that if one wishes
to understand the causes of the frequent
revolutions that have racked the South
American states and those of the other
parts of Latin America, all that is

necessary is to search for those causes
in the endeavors of the people to free
themselves from the ecclesiastical
tyranny and the endeavor of that
ecclesiastical hierarchy to hold the
people in spiritual, mental and physical
slavery.

“They still continued liable to the
performance of compulsory labor, to
continue our quotation, under the orders
of persons against whom they had no
protection.” (This included the fe-
males.)

*“The Memoir. of Ulloa, long buried
amidst the Spanish archives, with
various other documents published since
the revolution” (against Spanish rule)
“depicts acts of extortion, perfidy,
cruelty and oppression practiced upon
the Indians which have rarely been
paralleled.”

While it has been possible to gloss
over many of these events, the butcher-
ies of the Spaniards in Mexico and Peru,
where the poor Indians were the victims,
were so enormous that history cannot
be silent as to the manner in which the
“blessings of civilization and Chris-
tianity’’ were brought to these poor
people. .

In those days California was a part of
Mexico, and it may be said that the
people who set out from the capital of
Mexico and established the chain of
missions stretching out from that city
in one long unbroken thread were
different, and it was only the civilian
and the soldier who did these things and
inflicted such miseries, while the “good
padres” like ‘“Father” Junipero Serra
would not stoop to such acts.

If we look at things as they existed
then and judge them by the conditions
that existed in the city of Mexico before
the revolution of Madero it is very
unlikely that the barefooted Franciscan
friars who founded these missions in
California 150 years ago were any better
or any cleaner or any different from the
swarm of dirty, barefooted vermin-
infested friars who thronged Mexico
City when Diaz in his dotage allowed
himself to be guided to his ruin by his
religieuse of a wife dominated by the
Roman Catholic hierarchy which had
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foisted her upon the unsuspecting old
man, Mason though he was and expert
as he should have been in the wiles of
that ecclesiastical political machine,
whose proudest motto is ‘‘Sempre idem.’’

Anyone who has traveled in Lower
California as the writer has and seen
the old missions in all their dirt and
squalidness can have but little doubt as
to the fact that the conditions existing
when the missions were founded were,
if anything, worse rather than better
than they are today. To him who has
seen such there is but little glamour
remaining as to what were the actual
conditions of things which existed at
that time.

As to the purity of motive of the
“good padres” let us see what this
same unbiased authority, the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica, has to say in the
same article:

“Men rose to affluence without sal-
aries and the priests rivaled the laymen in
the art of extracting money from those
they ought to have protected.”

How the ‘‘good padres” must have
enjoyed bringing ‘‘the blessings of
civilization and Christianity,” and be-
ing well paid for so doing.

After Cortez discovered California
in 1537, for more than two centuries
nothing much is recorded or at least
handed down to us that details any
successful attempt to colonize what is
now the State of California, although
there are legends that Spanish miners
mined in what is now San Diego County
off and on for more than a century before
the Franciscans came.

It is generally accepted now that some
Franciscan friars or “padres” (Spanish
for “fathers’”) came overland to what is
now the hustling modern Anglo-Saxon
city of San Diego, Cal., on April 11,
1769, and there were joined in July of
that year by ‘“Father” Junipero Serra,
who came up from lower California
and thus did not found the city of San
Diego at all as is claimed by his fullsome
advocates and admirers.

While it has generally been claimed
that Serra acted with the other Fran-
ciscan fathers at the mission of San
Diego under the authority of the Order

of St. Francis of the Convent of San
Fernando of the city of Mexico and
established missions to the number of
twenty-one up and down the coast as
far north as San Francisco, and from
which convent as the central authority
they brought the repartimiento or peon
system, yet recent historical documents
have shown that this central authority
was opposed to carrying the blessings
of civilization and Christianity and
all the other blessings therein in-
cluded to what is now California. It
was only the insistence of the Spanish
civil and military officer, Galvez, which
forced Junipero Serra and his compan-
ions to go forward and do the things for
which they are now given credit which
does not belong to them, and against
the disapproval of their superiors in
the convent.

“The Indians were brought under
control and made to serve as laborers,”
says the same authority in describing
the settlement of California. These
were the blessings of civilization.

However, the Indians did not take
kindly to these blessings as several times
they revolted and massacred many of
the dispensers of ‘‘civilization and
Christianity,” the debauching of the
women by the Spaniards being not the
least of the causes bringing about these
revolts.

It is curious how the blessings brought
by ‘‘dear Father Junipero” were unap-
preciated by “Lo, the poor Indian
whose untutored mind,” etc.

Even W. E. Smythe, in his alleged
‘History of San Diego,” page 64, is
constrained to admit, in spite of his
being one of the foremost panegyrists
of “Father’” Serra and leading manu-
facturers of unsubstantial glamour in
regard to the missions, that the Indians
got the worst of it, for he says:

“But there are many impartial ob-
servers who regarded their condition as
no better than slavery.” Which it was.

Alfred Robinson, in his fascinating
book ‘‘Life in California,” who was a
contemporary of the missions and saw
them as they were without the glamour
of the pseudo romance of later days,
said:
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“It is not unusual to see numbers of
them driven along by the alcaldes and
under the whip’s lash forced to the very
door of the sanctuary.” Forced as
slaves to accept, under the lash of the
whip, the blessings of civilization and
Christianity from the ‘‘good padres.”

“The condition of these Indians,”
adds Mr. Robinson, ‘is miserable
indeed, and it is not to be wondered at
that they attempt to escape from the
severity of the religious discipline of
the missions. They are pursued and
generally taken, when they are flogged
and an iron clog is fastened to their
legs serving as additional punishment
and a warning to the others.”

But Mr. Smythe in the midst of his
rhapsodies over the missions is forced
to recognize a few economic facts as he
says on the same page:

““Nevertheless the fair-minded stu-
dent will not forget that while they were
saving souls they were organizing a
mass of cheap labor which worked for
the enrichment of the Franciscans. In
other words their duty and interest
happened to be the same.”

This should be enough to serve as an
antidote for all the glamour of unreal
romance that he and others of his ilk
have endeavored to throw over the
actual conditions surrounding the days
of the missions, and convicts him out of
his own mouth as to the nature of the
blessing which the ‘“good padres”
brought to the poor Indians.

From the date of 1769, when the first
mission was established in California
at San Diego, up to 1846, when they
came under the dominion of the United
States Government, the missions were
mainly big, wealthy, commercial estab-
lishments, growing wealthier all the
time on the slave labor of the Indians
in field and mines and rich in enormous
herds of cattle, sheep, hogs and horses.
They brought only eighteen head of
cattle, yet in 1830 the one mission of
San Diego owned over 15,000 head of
cattle, 20,000 head of sheep, thousands
of hogs and so many horses that they
had to kill them off.

Their enormous accumulated wealth
gave them great power and they acted

as storekeepers and bankers for the
surrounding country.

It was the cupidity and greed of the
*good padres” who owned these enor-
mous herds which they had accumu-
lated in “carrying the blessings of
civilization and Christianity to the
poor Indian’” which encouraged the
Yankee skippers to sail from Boston
around the Horn to San Diego, Mon-
terey and other places to buy from the
padres the cargoes of hides, leather,

-wool and tallow which the enormous

herds of the missions furnished and
which were taken back to Massachu-
setts as related by Richard Henry
Dana’s celebrated book, “Two Years
before the Mast.”

But when Mexico and the Mexicans
achieved their independence from Spain
in 1821, many of their leaders were, like
Benito Juarez, full-blooded Indians who
had centuries of injustice to avenge
and untold wrongs to rectify. The
change was not felt in California till
1822, and not until the Act of Seculari-
zation was passed in 1833-1834 did
the full work begin of removing these
menaces to the security of the State
which we are blindly allowing to grow
up in the United States.

They immediately took steps to
curb the power of the missions and re-
lieve their victims from involuntary
servitude, while in many cases taking
away the blood-wrung property of the
‘“good padres’ and escheating it to the
State.

So by the time all that vast stretch of
territory from Texas to the Oregon
border passed into the hands of the
United States as one result of the war
of 1845, the power of the missions,
luckily, had been broken by the
Mexicans themselves, who knew full
well and most bitterly and better than
we can, since they are nominally 99 per
cent Roman Catholics, how beneficent
the rule of the ‘“good padres’ has been
in-the past 300 years and how much
education and happiness they gave with
the other ‘“‘blessings of civilization and
Christianity "’ brought by Junipero Serra
and the tuiti quanti of Franciscan,
Benedictine, Dominican and Jesuit
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“fathers” (?), Cortez, Pizarro, and all

that crowd of butchers and slave-
drivers. .
In the remarkable ‘History of

America,” by S. G. Goodrich (‘‘Peter
Parley’’), written before the Society of
Jesus—which now exists in such num-
bers in the United States—began their
insidious and crafty work of emasculat-
ing history and forcing the publishers
of school histories by threat of the boy-
cott to minimize or omit altogether all
references to the cruel and blood-
thirsty work of the Roman Catholic
Church in America, many thrilling
descriptions are given of the manner in
which the natives of Hispaniola, Mexico,
and Peru were butchered at the instiga-
tion of the ‘“‘good padres.”

In speaking of the depopulation of
Hispaniola of its Indian tribes, he says:

“The men perished in the mines and
the women in the fields which they culti-
vated with their feeble hands. No
intercourse passed between the sexes
except by stealth. Their constitutions,
already exhausted by excessive labor,
was still further impaired by an un-
wholesome and scanty diet.

“The fathers either swallowed poison
or hanged themselves on the trees under
which they had just seen their wives or
children expire. Thus wasted away,
the whole nation became extinct, and in
a few short years the unfortunate
islanders of the West Indies were swept
from the face of the earth, scarcely
leaving a trace of their existence
behind them."”

It was the same system in Mexico as
in Hispaniola, and California was then
a part of Mexico, for the author says
on page 83:

‘““As soon as the Castilians had con-
quered Mexico, they "divided the best
lands among themselves. They re-
duced to slavery .the people who had
cleared them and condemned them to
labors incompatible with their constitu-
tions and repugnant to their habits.
This system of oppression created
general insurrections. They were the
effect of desperation alone and ended
to the disadvantage of the unfortunate
Mexicans.”

“An infuriated conqueror with fire
and sword in hand passed with extra
rapidity from one extremity of the
empire to the other, and left in all
parts memorable traces of vengeance,
the details of which would make the
firmest heart shudder.”

It was Vincent de Valverde, a
Dominican padre, who exhorted the
soldiers of Pizarro to treacherously slay
the Peruvians when peaceably assem-
bled, which they did, sparing only the
unfortunate Inca, Atahualpa, whom
they saved for the enormous ransom of
gold which he provided, only to be
tricked, defrauded and murdered in
the end.

In speaking of the general system of
government of Spanish America, Good-
rich says on page 129:

“As a further check upon both”
(population and industry), ‘‘the Catholic
religion, under the same form as in
Spain, was established here with its
full train of archbishops, bishops, deans
and other dignitaries exacting a tenth
out of the produce of the planter.”

In speaking of Brazil and the Portu-
guese he gives on page 153 a good pic-
ture of the padres in that country which
is likewise a picture of the best side of
life in California under the mission
fathers:

“Some missionaries, mostly Jesuits,
were entrusted with the temporal and
spiritual government of the new com-

‘munities. These ecclesiastics, according

to the best information, were absolute
tyrants; such as retained any sentiments
of moderation or humanity kept these
little societies in a state of perpetual
infancy. They neither improved their
understanding nor their industry beyond
a certain extent.”

The history of all the Spanish colonies
was the same. On page 173 he says:
“While we deplore the cruelties which
blotted out a whole race of men from
the face of the earth, our regrets are
augmented by the contemplation of
another evil which grew out of this
calamity, the introduction of negro
slavery into America.”

He then goes into details as to the
proposal of Las Casas, the Roman
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Catholic bishop of Chiapa referred to
above, and the action of Cardinal
Ximenes and the Council of Spain
approving his suggestion to import
negro slaves to take the place of the
Indian slaves, practically extinct, which
was one of the “blessings of civilization”
undoubtedly so often referred to by the
panegyrists of the “good (?) padres”
as being furnished by them to the poor
Indian.

While much credit in furtherance of
this premeditated glamour has been
given to “Father” Junipero Serra, now
comes the University of California
through Herbert I. Priestley, of the Ban-
croft Library of Pacific Coast History of
that institution and says that the glory
of achieving the settlement of Cali-
fornia belongs to Jose de Galvez,
visitor general of New Spain from 1765
to 1771, and not to Junipero Serra at
all. In an important volume just
issued by this university in its publica-
tions on history, Mr. Priestley goes into
the matter in great detail, but it is only
necessary to give brief résumé of what
he says:

‘First establishing a naval base at
San Blas on the Mexican mainland,
Galvez held a junta there and decided
to make a voyage to San Diego and
Monterey by two new brigantines, the
San Carlos and the San Amtonio, and
the sending of a land expedition to take
possession of Monterey and build a
presidio there.” This was decided, as
shown in a letter of May 20, 1768, on
account of the fact that the Russians,
having occupied Alaska, were working
down the coast toward what is now
San Francisco.

Galvez was convinced that a Mon-
terey expedition would add a rich
domain which would not only increase
the vast area but the riches and rev-
enues of New Spain which was then the
official designation of Mexico and Cali-
fornia. .

Space will not warrant going much
into detail in regard to this recent
addition to history, but it shows the
Convent of San Fernando in Mexico
City much opposed to the extension of
the missions, but Galvez insisted and

restored Junipero Serra to control of
the missions in Lower California, of
which he had been deprived by Gaspar
de Portola’s soldiers.

The regulations applying to building
at the mission of Loreto in Lower Cali-
fornia were the same as used later in
Upper California. The Indians at Lo-
reto were to construct from forty to
fifty houses, and while building the
town the Indians were to receive no
wages. The laws as recorded provided
for tribute to be paid by the Indiansas a
part of the repartimiento or encomienda
system.

This account of the American career
of the great Spanish minister, Galvez,
afterwards a grandee of Spain, is the
fifth volume of the important series of
the University of California Publica-
tions on History. A wealth of new
material has been found concerning the
history of California and the Southwest.
Another important volume in this
series is the ‘‘Studies in Spanish Colo-
nial History and Administration,” writ-
ten by Herbert Eugene Bolton, now
professor of American history in the
University of California, in which Prof.
Bolton points out the true nature of
the missions.

He shows that while from the stand-
point of the church the principal work
of the mission fathers was supposed to
be to spread Christianity, yet the mis-
sions were agencies of the State and
were protected by the strong arm of the
military power of the State.

Even William E. Smythe in his * His-
tory of San Diego,” which, as before
stated, is largely devoted to rhapsodizing
over Father Junipero-Serra and the work
of the “good” mission fathers, is obliged
to admit, after claiming all the glory for
Junipero, that it was due to the brains
of Galvez that what is now California
was settled, for he says on page 39:

“In October, 1768, the two leaders
met at Santa Ana, Mexico, to develop
their plans in detail. It seems clear
that Galvez was the master mind at the
conference, but that the priest assented
heartily to all his suggestions.” '

Then in a letter from Serra to another
priest by the name of Palou and printed
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in full in this history, bearing date of
July 3, 1769, Serra states that he
arrived the day before yesterday and
where he found those who had set
out before him, including Fathers Vis-
caino, Crespi, Parro and Gomez.

Then why the attempt to magnify
“Father” Junipero Serra, made
through Smythe’s so-called history,
when he was not the first to arrive at
the mission of San Diego, and it was
not his brains who planned it or the
other missions up and down the coast,
but those of Galvez.

The Indians were found in immense
numbers there, but they soon disap-
peared, leaving only a small remnant all
of whom carry a certain amount of
mixed Spanish blood. What caused
them to disappear?

Enough has been said, however, to
show that the same system, “‘Semper
idem,” governed the treatment of the
Indians from Hispaniola to Brazil and
from Mexico to California.

In each and every case, the poor
Indians were the recipients of such
“blessings of civilization and Christi-
anity”’ from the hands of the mission
“fathers”’—many of whose lives were
such as literally to entitle them to that
title—as either reduced them to slavery
or swept them away in swarms like
flies to unknown and bloody graves.

If the glamour caused by the agents
of the Roman Catholic Church, and

fostered by the commercialism which
sees a profit in so doing and by the
unthinking who are given to romance
and sickly sentimentality, can be dis-
sipated in the minds of a few by these
historical references, then the work of
writing this will not have been in vain.

The humbug and romancing that have
been used to make the padres of 1769
glorified and different from those of, say
1899, as seen by those now living in
Mexico City, will have been wasted if
the Masons at large will awake to the
fact that there is‘no difference, and one
was as opposed as the other, not only
to cleanliness of person, but also to
freedom of thought, freedom of con-
science and freedom of speech, free
press and free public schools, all of
which Masonry stands for and the
mission fathers opposed. It is because
Masonry does stand for freedom that
the Roman Catholic hierarchy in the
United States fights Masonry every
minute of the day for they would have
the people forget the history of the
past. As Masons we must not forget
that they would bring again the same
spiritual and physical slavery in America
that they gave the Indians, and it is
necessary that articles like this should
be written to show the brethren what
were the real conditions surrounding
their missions and other early institu-
tions.

OUR PRAYER

When the world is on fire

And the people are mad,

Protect us, O God,

In this place you have made

As a refuge for all

Who believe—that kingdoms must fall.

When the world is on fire

And the people are mad,
When kingdoms are crumbling
And the children afraid,

Give us vision to see

Of the future-—the key.

—Pehr A. Lignell, 32°,




HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF AND
- MASONRY SURVIVES

By E. L. C. Warp

ISTORY doubtless began with

monarchies, though they were

confined to the family or the

tribe. The game was in strifes
and the victors soon became the kings,
princes and potentates, mostly of war-
riors. This doubtless continued for
very many years, and, regardless of the
antiquity of Masonry, it was doubtless
the first real democratic institution,
where all were free and equal, and by
which the monarchical idea was first
overthrown.

Little as we think it, the life and
teachings of Jesus were along the same
lines, for the abolition of many kings
and gods and the unification of all gods
and dominators into one God, the Grand
Master of the Universe.

Regardless of antiquities and adop-
tions, it is interesting to follow the
thread of Masonry through it all, and
to note its growth and influence. It
had no creed, and yet its principles have
triumphed above creeds and dogmas,
as that of the enthronement of common
man gradually asserted itself; and in
the same ratio did the false claims of
divine right in kings, potentates and
monarchies lose their places. After all,
the principles involved were the same
as those taught by Christ, the first
democrat, and are the ones that go on
from victory to victory as the world
grows older.

For the purposes of the Masonic
student it is needless to go very far back
into history, for the past century will
furnish him with all the testimony
needed. The incidents will convince
him that there was, and still is, more to
link our order with the handiwork of
the Grand Master than all the kings
and potentates on earth can show. Its
work has been silent, and yet it has
followed the teachings of Christ, in
harmony with the principles of Holy

Religion, and has labored for the uplift
of humanity everywhere.

Let us start from Napoleon who, in
spite of his wonderful powers and best
right to claim it, made no claim to
divine right. Whatever may have been
his merits or shortcomings, his con-
ceeded benefactions to mankind were
his victories in behalf of common
humanity. He was not a Mason, and
yet his battles and contentions were in
line with the principles of Masonry in
the emancipation of the human family
along the lines of freedom of the press
and of thought. And, aside from frivo-
lous. hero-worship, the world today is
his debtor for many benefactions that
have followed in his mighty wake.

Note the rebound. No sooner was
he caged at St. Helena then there was
seen the mailed hand of the only organi-
zation that ever attempted to strangle
Masonry by the promulgation of a
Bull against it; and with it the so-called
“Holy Alliance,” that was meant to be
its executioner. And this came from
the same sources and from the same
countries that are today reaping their
aftermath in the present war that
convulses Europe. .

Noting the alarm, and knowing the
direction of the shaft, James Monroe,
then President of this republic, which
had been built up in order to escape
the inevitable maelstroms that were
bound to follow in the wake of * Divine
Right” in Europe, hoisted the flag of
warning, and set up the Monroe Doc-
trine: “So far, but no further.”

History has not recorded, nor has
the world ever known, the cost in blood
and trouble that this voice of the
Republic and of Masonry has saved to
humanity. But did it stop here? No.
Again in defiance, in 1822, came the
treaty at Verona, ‘‘Additions to the
treaty of the Holy Alliance,” *“To put
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an end to the system of representative
governments.”’

By whom was this signed ?—Austria,
France, Prussia and Russia; the very
countries that are today reaping their
reward in the bloodiest and most cause-

less war the world has ever seen. Not
signed by the Pope? No. Not di-
rected at the Masons? No. The

Pope’s edict had already gone forth,
and exists today, in a Bull, with Ma-
sonry as the object of his condemnation.

Can you not, then, see the real
causes of the European war, and the
parts this country and our order have
innocently played in it? Can there
be any other end than the continued
triumph of ‘ representative government”
and the attendant blessings of Masonry
in clearing the skies of troublous
eclipses by monarchies and by the union
of Church and State?

A hundred years is but a short time
in the history of Masonry, and in that
of the world’s armageddons for the
emancipation of common humanity.
Both causes have gone on with increased

. momentum under the multiplied bless-
ings of Deity; and during that time,
France has sent her LaFayette to help
establish a popular form of government
in this country. She has also repu-
diated her acts in the ‘“‘Holy Alliance;”
also she has repudiated Rome. Eng-
land is a republic in all but name,
Russia has withdrawn her distorted
‘vows, while the Roman is fast becoming
a rival to the Jew as a ‘“scattered
people.” And, as said by Fawkes:
“The thunderbolts of the Catholic
Church, which once terrified kings,
today excite no more than a modified
fear in peasants.”

How history does repeat itself, and
how Masonry does withstand the tests
of time, all the while becoming more
powerful and more helpful to God and
man. How harmless are the shafts
that come, apparently, from political
fanaticism, rather than from any branch
of holy religion as taught by the Golden
Rule.

In this armageddon of the ages, the
one planned by Christ and since con-
tinued by the Masons and other allied

agencies, many of the churches have
been almost silent spectators. Con-
cerning it, nations have been divided,
and yet they have gradually righted
themselves until it is now becoming
apparent to the student in history that
the former claim of “Divine Right"
will soon be as obsolete as the mastodon
that has left his skeleton amid the
fossils of the past.

Masonry maintains that men are the
sons and daughters of a Heavenly
Father, by whatsoever name called.
As children of this King, they are
severally endowed with His glorious
qualities and inheritances. Further than
this, who dares to transgress upon the
holy precincts of infinity? On what
authority, pray, do any dare the claim,
or put forth the pretense? Fie! Re-
gardless of nations or men, Masonry
recognizes but one Grand Master,
without whose altar and word no
lodge could have had either birth or
existence on the face of the earth.

Is there reason, then, that the pro-
fane as well as the Craft have flocked
to its age-tried standard and practically
all the world has come to it in the cause
of real Divine Right and world better-
ment?

Internationally, it knows no creed or
country. It is the only neutral insti-
tution and is as large as all nations; and
includes the here and the hereafter.

Can we wonder, then, that it has
withstood the ignominies of the past,
and has always been in the forefront in
charity and good deeds, often repeating
the prayer of the Master, saying:
“Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do?”

Be the ends of the European war
what they may, Masonry has nothing
to shun or fear. The murder and
usurpation of Madero made Masonry
stronger in Mexico. The war in Eu-
rope is but the fruit of antagonism to
principles that are bound to triumph.
Why worry, then, and wonder at the
part played by instruments of the
Grand Master? Rather let us rejoice
and be glad, for,

“God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.”




FREEMASONRY IN PORTUGAL

By G. W. Bairp, 33° Hon., P. G. M. of D. C.

HE Tableau-géneral of the Grand
Orient of Lusitania, dated at
Lisbon, eleventh of August, 1916,
is the first Masonic literature

which has come to us, for many years,
from poetic Portugal.

The writer was made a Mason in that
Orient in 1867, when Count de Paraty
was Grand Master, and when Don
Fernando, the Prince Consort, was a
Mason and gave his moral support to
the institution, At that time the
Jesuits, who had been banished, were
sneaking back but had not yet become
active.

Though the laws of the kingdom made
it a penal offense to be a Freemason, the
law was inert, probably because there
were no sleuths to formulate charges
against it.

The members of the lodges never
went in groups to their communica-
tions, but singly, or in pairs, and lighted
themselves up the long flights of stairs
by a little “roulino” (a slender wax
taper), which they lighted at a feeble
gas jet at the door; and they left the
building with the same caution. On
inquiry as to the cause of this precau-
tion, I learned it was because of the
existing law, the aggression of the priests
and the force of habit.

The writer dimitted from that lodge
when returning to the United States,
but, on visiting Lisbon, ten years later,
could find no lodge whatever—even to
visit. The treasurer of our lodge (Mr.
A. P. Rego, whose tailoring establish-
ment was on the Caes de Sodre) said
the lodges had been broken up, books
captured, etc., on information of the
priests. Fortunately the names of the
members were recorded only in the key,
for, on the lodge books, only the
sobriquet was recorded, and these nick-
names were always of dead men. The
writer’s sobriquet was Andrew Jackson.

This is not peculjar to Portugal; the
same is done in Mexico and in other
papalized countries.

But from the ‘‘tableau’” we have just
received it seems evident that some
lodges must have met secretly, as some
did in Christian. New England during
the ‘“ Morgan excitement.”

In 1910 a revolution in Portugal
changed that limited monarchy to a
republic, and in the new constitution
the penalty for the crime of being a
member of the Masonic fraternity was
omitted, and the wording is such as to
make conflicting acts void; and at once
Masons were heard of. The writer
suspected that one or more brethren
must have had a hand in that diplo-
macy, and this ‘“‘tableau’” scems to
confirm it.

When the republic of Portugal was
proclaimed, it asked formal recognition
of the great republic of the United
States as well as of those of South and
Central America, and of the empires of
Europe, but the United States has never
given that formal recognition, though
the United States consuls have been
instructed to ‘“do business’ with the
Portuguese, which is a tacit recognition.

We read, in the newspapers of that

time, that His Eminence Cardinal
Gibbons deprecated the Republic of
Portugal as ‘“interfering with the
rights of the Pope,” which seems to
have been justified by authority from
Rome. b
- It will be found in the life of Pope
Constantine that the triple crown of
“his holiness,” the pope, is adorned by
three golden bands, surmounted by a
cross resting on a globe. It is in the
form of a mitre or beehive. It is
symbolical of the three prerogatives of
the papacy as expressed in the ritual of
the coronation:

“The pope is (1) the father of
princes, (2) the ruler of the Christian
world, and, (3) the vicar of Jesus
Christ.” :

Each of these prerogatives is repre-
sented by a crown.

“On one side of the catafalque of
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Pius X, when his solemn service was
chanted in the Sistine Chapel, was the
following inscription, which we give
both in Latin and in English, as found in
the Catholic Standard and Times of
October 10, 1914.

Vindex religionis Defender of religion
legem de He repudiated
civitatibus ab The Law
Ecclesia scindendis  of separation of
repudiavit.  Church and State.”

“So it appears that one of the noted
acts of Pius X was the issuing of an
encyclical letter in which he declared
the law separating Church and State
in Portugal null and void, and inter-
fering with the rights of the Church.

‘“The present Grand Master in Portu-
gal is Dr. Sebastiao de Magalhaes
Lima, who gives what he calls two
words on the History of Portuguese
Masonry (Duas ‘palavras da historia da
Maconaria Portuguesa), from which we
make the following excerpts, and which
we have never seen in print before.

‘‘Masonry was introduced into Por-
tugal about 1733-1740; and its existence
was due to the Scotch, but it prospered
after the invasion of the French.”

That “‘a lodge was held on board the
frigate Fenix (Phoemix?) in the roads
of the river Tagus, by English, French
and Portuguese, which led to the plant-
ing of lodges in Lisbon.”

“In 1804 the Grand Orient of Lusi-
tania was constituted and was organized
by the ‘religieux’" [a member of a
religious order] named Joseph Librato,
who was of the Augustinian Order.”

“The French and the Portuguese
Grand Masters were devoted friends,
and they concluded a treaty in 1863
which led to the recognition of the
Grand Orient of Portugal (or Luzitania)
by the Grand Lodges of Ireland, Italy,
Argentine, Uruguay, Saxony, Luxem-
bourg, Hamburg, Brazil, Chile, New
York, Canada, etc., and, in 1868 recog-
nition came from the Grand Lodges of
Egypt and Germany.

“In 1869 there was a consolidation
between the Grand Lodge and the Grand
Consistory, and the name of Grand

Oriente Lusitanian Unido [United Grand
Orient] was adopted.

“Jose¢ da Silva quitted the Grand
Orient in 1843 and formed the Grand
Orient A. A. S. R. and this is probably
the Consistory which consolidated with
the Grand Lodge in Portugal.

“In 1849 the Marshall Saldanha
Orient and that of Passos Manoel
amalgamated under the name of Ma-
sonic Confederation.

“In 1867 Jose Elias Garcia consum-
mated the fusion of the Grand Orient
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