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2 OPENING ARTICLE.

'America and England, have, by the conclusion of the Treaty of Washington,
(so often and long threatened with final failure), been terminated, we trust, for-
ever; and that too, by the exercise of forbearance and good temper on both

sides, which reflects credit and honor on the character of each nation and its

representatives. As Americans, we are always anxious and ready to stand up,
even to the last extremity, for the honor of our native land, but yet we do most
cordially rejoice at having lived to see the restoration of kindly feelings between
the parent and the child — the leaders of civilization in the Old World and the
New! This event, most important in itself and in its immediate results, derives
still greater magnitude and grandeur when viewed through the long vista of the
future, auguring and presaging, as it does, the most beneficial influence upon
the progress of civilization and liberty throughout all the nations of the earth.

The late political campaign seemed, for a time, to threaten the country and
Constitution with considerable disorder, if not danger; but it has passed over
peaceably, quietly, and with apparent content and satisfaction to all partjes.
Should we not then feel thankful for this national blessing, not alone on its and
our own immediate accounts, but for the further testimony which it bears to the
stability of our free American institutions? The issue of the great civil war, so
different from what many expected, gave to the other nations the first strong tes-
timony to this stability of our Republic, and that of the late political campaign
has afforded a very timely and useful corroborating evidence. Nor can we pass
unnoticed the circumstance that, though this campaign naturally, in its progress,
called forth no little virulence and personal bitterness, yet the sad death of the
unsuccessful candidate, with the private sorrows which had embittered his later
days, was sufficient to draw forth at once, from men of all parties, the most ten-
der and generous expressions of sympathy for the survivors, and of due appre-
ciation for the many real good qualities of the departed. We feel thankful for,
and proud of whatever tends to confer honor and lustre upon our national
character, and nothing does this more than generosity to the unfortunate.

The material prosperity of our country has undergone great improvement
since last New Year’s Day : — a large portion of the national debt paid off; our
harvests abundant; the mineral resources of the country rapidly and extensively
developed; all these facts are well proven by the increased emigration of for-
eigners to our shore, an emigration that has alarmeg the fears of their rulers and
induced them even to enact measures for checking it.

While unquestionably, the prosperity and advancement of our own beloved
land stands out in marked contrast from that of other nations during the past
year, — a fact for which we should be devoutly thankful to the Great Giver of
all good, not elated or self-exalted, as though the blessing were of our creation —
there have been signs of progress in other countries which it would ill become us
to pass unnoticed. In old England, beset as she is just now with more than one
very difficult political problem to solve, and most difficult of all, that of procur-
ing sufficient food and fuel forther teeming population, solid progress has been
made towards improving both the condition and the rights of the working classes.
A sensible and laudable compromise has been in several instances effected be-
tween landlords and tenants, employers and employed, during even the last
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balf-year. This question of the adjustment of the rights of capital and labor has
already come into the foreground as the question of the day in European politics,
and, looking at the rapidity with which our own reserved lands are being dis~
posed of in various public grants, the day may not be far distant when the same
visitor may come ominously knocking at our own door. Its best, if not only
solution in a country so immensely over-populated as England, must be found in
that spirit of mutual forbearance which animated and guided the negotiators of
the Treaty of Washington, and we rejoice that practical evidences of that spirit
bave been exhibited of late in England, and with the happy effect of peaceably
settling disputes of a very serious and threatening appearance. "'We heartily
congratulate Old England on these arid other good events of the past year, and
wish her a Happy New One!

The late war between France and Germany must, for a loqg time, leave heavy
scars, indicating the wounds inflicted upon trade, commerce, art, and all the
peaceful pursuits of life, but it ought to be a source of thankfulness to every
American who looks back at all to our struggle for independence, and the friends
who stood by us then, to observe with what resolute energy and self-sacrifice
France has struggled onward and upward against the heavy burden laid upon her
by the victors, and has, during the past year, paid an amount of the fine or ran-
som money that seems perfectly wonderful for a country so utterly devastated,
diminished and crushed down by the ravages of war! A people that can accom-
plish such things in so short a time and under such difficult circumstances,
however she may be disturbed by civil factions, has a great future before her,
to be realized, we hope and pray, in the triumphs of peaceful civilization, only.

It is pleasant to observe also, that victorious Germany, instead of being led
on, as conquerers too frequently have been, by the proud elation of one great
victory to seek to win others, is devoting herself mainly to the improvement of
civil government and the internal welfare of the Empire. Free and general edu-
cation is especially receiving the attention of the Government, while civil and
religious liberty is likely to be strengthened and confirmed by measures recently
adopted. Germany has now attained so prominent and powerful a position
amongst the leading nations of the world, that every proof given by her of fa-
voring the cause of liberty and progress must be received by all with hearty
welcome, and by none with more ready recognition than by the people of
America.

But it is in countries with which we have a daily increasing connection and
interest, that we have to note with more especial thankfulness, the progress made
during the past year. In some recent numbers of this Magazine we have alluded
pretty fully to the remarkable changes and advancement taking place in China,
and to a greater extent in Japan. The natives of the latter country have evinced
an extraordinary desire to become acquainted with our language, literature, po-
litical and social imstitutions, not excepting our own Masonic brotherhood, into
which several Japanese were admitted during the last year. On these occasions
we adverted at some length to the wide and interesting fleld which that country
was plainly about to afford, at no distant day, both to American Christianization,
civilization and commercial enterprise, and, as a necessary accompaniment, to
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. the labors of our own Order, as one of the most powerful promoters of all these.

Except, indeed, the immediate prosperity of our own country, we believe the
rapid and remarkable progress of Japan to be one of the chief prospective bene-
fits which the last year has afforded. Every month and year will surely demon-
strate more and more clearly its importance to us as a great people, and to us,
too, as Masox~s, whose ever cherished purpose it is to promote brotherly love

- amongst the whole family of man. We earnestly commend to the reperusal and

careful consideration of our brethren what we have recently written on this
subject.

Amidst these many causes for congratulation, there have been some of an
opposite character, and one above all others, during the past year, which brings
8o much humiliation and pain that we should be almost inclined on this occasion
to pass it by, but for the hope that even our words may help, more or less, to
awaken our brethren to the duty of resolutely and promptly applying all their
powers at least, — and those powers are far from small,—towards effecting a
remedy.

Crime in its most daring forms, — robbery, incendiarism, and murder, — have
been actually holding carnival in many parts of the country. The law has been,
in most cases, rendered null and void, either by some deficiencies in itself, or
by the quibbles and sophistries of keen lawyers. In this land, so favored alike

' in most things, both of God and man, the life of every man (to pass over all less

crimes) is daily becoming more insecure !

We say then most earnestly and solemnly to all our brethren, not of Massa-
chusetts alone, but of every state, and above all of the Empire State, in whose
metropolis 8o many of these dreadful, appalling crimes have been committed of
late, unite at once in applying all the great powers we possess for checking this
terrible evil, which is brirging dread and danger upon ourselves, and disgrace
upon our otherwise glorious country. No law-quibbling or law-breaking power
can resist united strength in support of law, and life, and order. If we feel true
thankfulness for all the great blessings, national and social, in which we have so
largely shared, let us prove it by devoting all our efforts during this new year to
check the accursed growing evil—to remove this one foul and sanguin-
ary stain.

And now we turn from these more public matters, which no editor should feel
warranted in passing over in silence at such a period as this, to subjects more
closely connected with this Magazine, of whose entire charge and arrangement
we have now resumed the personal superintendence. In a circular issued early
in November, we explained simply and briefly the then position of the Magazine.
For nearly thirty years it was successful, and was received with welcome, not in
Massachusetts alone, but in many and distant parts of the Union. During the
last two years, while we have not relaxed in our editorial duties, the business de-
partment of the Magazine has been less systematic and successful, and conse-
quently the subscription list has very seriously diminished. This is stated, not
in any spirit of unkindness to the firm by whom the printing and other financial
business of the Magazine was carried on during the last two years, but as a sim-
ple fact, which requires to be plainly stated.
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It is as little our intention, as it would be incongruous with the whole spirit
and course of our Masonic and editorial life, to come before the brethren with
an eleemosynary appeal for the restoration of their support. We believe that a
periodical of this kind, entirely devoted to Masonry and its interests, and con-
ducted in a faithful, honest and independent spirit, is a work absolutely required
by the Masonic community, even of Massachusetts alone. Its wide circulation,
- far beyond the bounds of that community during so many years, is certainly a
strong proof of the justness of this belief. We have therefore resolved, as an-
nounced in the circular, to resume the entire management, business as well as
editorial, for the ensuing year: — and, as regards Masonic news, editorial arti-
cles on important topics of the day, and mll other matters with which Masonry
in general has to do, and each particular Lodge feels a special interestin, we
pledge ourselves to spare no trouble to keep it up to the rank and standard which
was formerly so generally acceded to it by our brethren. The irregularity of
delivery, or of issue, which was of late complained of, it shall be a primary ob-
ject on our part to correct, after the issue of this number, which may be a little
delayed by the completion of our business arrangements, at a time when unpre-
cedentedly severe weather, is added to the difficulties already remaining from the
great fire. We thus simply and frankly declare to our brethren our design, and
we believe that they will accept this simple declaration with more welcome than
a long and glowing list of promises and professions. We feel warranted in ask-~
ing each and all of them to read again carefully the circular to which we have
referred. If they approve of its sentiments, designs and plans, they will give the
needed help, and by 8o doing preserve a renewed career of usefulness to the old-
est Masonic Magazine in the world. And now to you, one and all, brethren, we
wish a Happy New Year! A

TEMPLAR COSTUME.

The order lately issued by Grand Master Fellows, of the Grand
Encampment of the United States, requiring a strict agreement of
uniform in the Commanderies, grand and subordinate, of this country,
has, as might have been expected, created quite a sensation, and no
little dissatisfaction among the members of the Order in all parts of
his wide jurisdiction. The edicts of the body over which he presides
should doubtless be observed by all its inferiors in rank, and it is also
doubtless his official duty to see that they are so observed and enforced ;
but it is no less true and important that before he attempts to enforce
them, he should carefully consider the circumstances under which they
Wwere passed, and the conditions, if any, which properly belong to them,
for these latter are as much a part of the law of the Supreme Body as

St |
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the edicts themselves. We have not room the present month to trace
with much particularity the various changes which have, within the
last fifteen or twenty years, taken place in the costume of the Order,
nor to give the edicts or regulations which have from time to time been
proposed or adopted in reference to it. Our recollection is that the
first attempt to jntroduce uniformity on the subject, was made at the
triennial session of the Grand Body at Hartford, in 1856, when the
Constitutions were subjected to radical changes, the result of which was
a wide-spread dissatisfaction, that at one time threatened a serious dis-
ruption in the organization. This, however, was finally averted, and
the dissenting parties were reconciled, either by direct action of the
body, or a very general understanding, that in all future important
amendments to the Constitution, the proposed amendments should be
submitted, before adoption, to the approval of the State Grand En-
campments. We are not certain as to the precise form in which this
was done, but are quite clear that it was in one of the two ways
indicated. We think it grew out of the difficulties which arose with
the Grand Encampment of Ohio. The costume, however, recommend-
ed in 1856, was not adopted, but was referred to a committee to report
at the next triennial session in 1859, when the subject was again
brought up, and the report of the committee was adopted, as was also
the following resolution :

Resolved, *That the costume this day adopted by the Grand En-
campment be and the same is hereby ordered to be worn by all Com-
manderies chartered at this communication, or that shall be hereafter
established in this jurisdiction, and by all Commanderies heretofore
existing, whenever they shall procure a new costume; and that no officer,
member or knight be, after this. session, allowed to sit in this Grand
Encampment unless clothed in the uniform hereby prescribed ; and that
the State Grand Commanderies be directed to enforce it in all subor-
dinates that may be hereafter chartered in their respective jurisdic-
tions.” .

The wisdom of this resolution is not apparent, for while it afforded
ample protection to the existing Encampments, and secured them
against any change in their present costume, it forced upon every
jurisdiction the very irregularity the Grand Body was desirous to cor-
fect,—compelling a want of uniformity where none had previously
existed. In 1862 the subject was again brought up, and referred to a
committee. The action which then took place is described as fol-
lows, by Sir E. L. Stevens, in a letter to Sir Charles F. Stansbury,
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Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of the District of
Columbia : '

“I attended the triennial meeting of the Grand Encampment of the United
States, held at Chicago in 1859, and heard with much interest the entire discus-
sion that took place there on this subject. It was participated in by some of the
most eminent Templars in this country, many of whom contended that the
Grand Encampment had not the power, and could not with any justice enforce
a change of uniform among those Commanderies which had adopted and pro-
cured uniforms ; others believed that the Grand Body had the power, but that it
would be very unwise and impolitic to exercise such power; but finally, these
conflicting opinions were harmonized by a compromise—the unanimous adoption
of the regulation referred to in your letter—making the resolution binding upon
all Commanderies chartered at that triennial meeting, all thereafter chartered,
and also such as might make any change of uniform.

At the triennial meeting in 1862, I was an officer of the Grand Encampment
by appointment, and listened to and participated in the discussion which took
place then oun a further change of uniform. The cause of that change was in
the fact that there was great opposition to the white tunic and cloak adopted at
Chicago; but very few Templars among the Commanderies had conformed to
the requirement, and on referring the matter to a committee, of which Sir Knight
Bailey, of Massachusetts, was chairman, a report was presented by him, and
adopted, dispensing with the tunic and cloak and adding shoulder straps for the
officers ; with these exceptions, leaving the uniform exactly as that prescribed in
the Chicago resolution, and in no other‘manner or form changing the provisions
of that resolution. Sir Knight Bailey wore the black uniform and his Command-
ery the same, and certainly he, as the author of the report, did not intend, or
pretend that this modification of the uniform affected his Commandery or any
other in a similar condition. Grand Master French regarded the change as in no
manner affecting the old uniformed Commanderies, and so stated to members of
your Commandery, and bequeathed it to Washington Commandery in his will.
The two Grand Masters, Palmer and Gardner, seemed to be of the same opinion
with their esteemed predecessor; the three did not regard the regulation of 1362
as applicable to the old Commanderies, and I cannot see how any who partici-
pated in the doings of the Triennial Meeting of 1862, and has an intelligent idea
of the circumstances and facts connected with the modification of the uniform
then made, can for a moment entertain the opinion that your Commandery or
any other similarly situated can be forced to make the change as indicated. It
would, in my humble judgment, not only be unjust and imposing a burden which
few only are able to bear, but a gross violation of a compromise, but for which
the new regulation of 1859 could not have been adopted.

It must be borne in mind also that a large number of the State Commanderies
and subordinates could not be represented in the Triennial Meeting of 1862,
owing to the war, and it would be manifestly unjust to enforce a regulation upon
80 largtzl e’number of Commanderies, when it was impossible for them to be rep-
resented.

Assuming that the above ‘covers the entire action of the Grand En-
campment on the subject since 1856, we think it is sulficiently clear
that the edict of 1862 was not intended to and does not affect the cos-
tume of previously existing Encampments, and that the present edict
of the M. E. Grand Master can lawfully apply only to Commanderies
chartered subsequent to that date. But the whole legislation on the
subject appears to us to have been peculiarly unfortunate, and perhaps
the most satisfactory remedy would be a suspension of the order of the
Grand Master until the ensuing session of the body in 1874.
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GENERAL ELIJAH CRANE.

PAST GRAND MASTER OF GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Major General Elijah Crane was born in Milton, Mass., August 29,
1754, and died in 1834. He was a descendant in the fifth generation
from Henry Crane, who was one of the colony which emigrated from
Great Britain under John Winthrop and settled in Dorchester in 1630.

He was a man of large and erect stature, well developed frame and
graceful carriage. At the period of the American Revolution he was
one of the men raised to protect the country from the British who occu-
pied Boston. He always took a deep interest in military affairs und
attained the high position of Major General of the First Division of
the Militia of Massachusetts.

General Crane’s regular business was that of a farmer, but his time
was mostly devoted to public life. " He was Sheriff of the County of
Norfolk, Mass., for more than twenty years, with the exception of one
year in which he was removed by Gov. Gerry, who gave the name to
the famous Gerry-Mander. He was reinstated as Sheriff by Gerry’s
successor. He was always an active politician in the ranks of the old
Federalist party. In consequence of his sound judgment, rigid adher-
ence to what he believed to be right, and his acknowledged impartiality,
he was often called upon to act on boards of reference and to settle
points of difference between parties who would otherwise have been
engaged in long and expensive lawsuits. ~

General Crane was often employed as contractor for building publie
works, especially structures of stone. He was one of the first to util-
ize our granite quarries, which are now made so generally to form our
most elegant and enduring edifices.

On the subject of religion his views were of a liberal character and
he was always free in his contributions for building churches and pro-
moting the gobd of society.

From an apprentice to the high position of Grand Master (which
position he held in 1832), through the palmy years of Freemasonry and
the dark and perilous days of Anti-masonry, General Craune’s character
and conduct exhibited the unblemished traits of a true and accepted
Mason. He was Junior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge in 1820-1,
Senior Grand Warden in 1822, and Grand Master in 1832.
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POEM

Delivered at the seventy-fifth anniversary of Fellowship Lodge, at Bridgewater,
Mass., November 4, 1872, by

Bro. JorRN WiLLS.

[We regret that we have not room for the interesting address delivered by the
author as introductory to this poem. ¢ In writing the lines which form my con-
tribution,” he says, *“my mind was filled with the idea of that spiritual Temple,
of its ineffable beauty and of its eternal duration, and I may,truly say I felt my-
self ¢lost in wonder, love and praise,’ as I called to mind the fact that we, ¢ by
divesting our minds and consciences of all the vices and superfluities of life,’
just as operative Masons break off the corners of rough stones with their gavels,
might fit our minds, as living stones. for the Great Master Builder’s use, who, to
quote again from the writings of Isaiah, ‘lays the foundation of his dwelling
place with sapphires, makes its windows of agates, its gates of carbuncles, and
all its borders of pleasant stones.” Then, thus I thought and thus I wrote of
the Temporal and the Eternal, taking for my motto the saying of St. Paul, that
‘the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are
mmd.i Ol]

Earth’s grandest temples shall dissolve,
"Their marble monuments decay,

Their stately columns fall to dust,

And all their glory pass away.

Their vaulted roofs and jeweled shrines,
Their floors, with precious stones inlaid,
Their ¢ storied windows richly dight,”
Are — but the shadows of a shade.

The line of beauty, arch of strength,
The ashlar block, the cedar beam;

The massive tower, graceful spire :
‘What are they all? An infant’s dream.

Touched by that potent wizard, — Time,
They yield to his transforming rod ;

The living stones alone endure.

There’s but one temple worthy God.

Upon that great, eternal fane,

Seraphs and cherubs wond’ring gaze.

Its walls — salvation to the world!

Its gates* — the Great Graud Master’s praise !

* I, Ix, 18."
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Its pillars — righteousness and truth;
The Rock of Ages— its firm base;
Its corner-stonet— th’ Anointed One,
The hope and glory of our race!

Our Master, Counsellor and Friend,
Our one great Prophet, Priest and King;
Our resurrection and ourj life;

Our Savior from death’s venomed sting!

Some earthly temples are most fair,

And formed with wondrous art and skill ;
But there’s a void in human hearts

‘That such can never wholly fill.

Yet have they oft resistless power
To charm the fancy, awe the soul,
And hold, as with enchanter’s wand,
The captive senses in control.

I’ve stood before a minster old, ||
An.almost miracle of stone,
‘Wond’ring if mortal man had reared
A dwelling that a god might own.

Since its foundations first were laid,
Hundreds of years have rolled away,
And yet it stands — a noble pile,
Strong and magnificent to-day !

Vandals and Goths alone could slight
Such monuments of human skill.
A temple, also made with hands,
Once stood on Zion’s sacred hill,

‘Which we, by faith, have often seen,
Have often there God’s presence felt;
Entered its gates, walked in its light,
And at its hallowed altars knelt.

What wonders there the widow's son§
Had wrought in metal, stone and wood !
Iunspired with wisdom from on high,

" Drawn from the fountain of all good.

t Eph. i, 20. 1 John, x1, 25.

|{ I allude to the Cathedral of York, England, usually called York Minster. Of this, one of

the most beautiful ecclesiasticul structures of the Middle Ages, a celebrated architect, Mr. A.

W. Pugin, writes as follows : * —Architecture, perhaps, has never produced, nor can imagina-

tion easily conceive a vista of Freuter magnificence and beauty than that which is seen from
the western entrance of this g .

orious gothic cathedral.”
§ 1 Kings, vii, 14,
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But not for these most precious works
Jehovah chose that house of prayer
To be his earthly dwelling place,
Setting His name and glory there;

Not for the sea of molten brass,

Nor cherubim with outstretched wings,
Nor golden censers waved aloft,

Nor harps, nor lutes with tuneful strings;

Not for the golden candlesticks,

Nor floors, nor walls, with gold o’erlaid ;
Not for the altar of pure gold,

Nor countless treasures there displayed;

Not for the wreaths of lily-work

That cunning hands had carved with skill ;
Nor doors of gold, nor vail of blue,

Did God that house with glory fill.

For none of these the Lord vouchsafed
His servants’ prayer of faith to hear;
For none of these, though marvels all,
Did He to Israel draw near.

There was no guile in Solomon,

He built for God, and not for fame ;
Therefore Jehovah blessed his work,
And promised there to set His NAME.

For He who reigneth over all,

The Great, The Holy, and The High!
Values far more than countless worlds,
An honest heart, a contrite sigh.

Our works, though but an infant’s dream,
Are, by the alchemy of love,
Transmuted into priceless gems,

And shine as stars in realms above.

In His transcendent glory-crown,
With ¢ purest ray serene’’ they glow,
‘Who, with the same fond vye, regards
An angel there, —a child below.

For him we therefore work and build,
(Walking by fasth, and not by sight,)

His Word our guide, His Truth our shield,
The star of Bethlehem our light |
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‘We know that we are marching on

To join our brethren gone before, .
‘Who rest from all their earthly works,

‘Where waves of trouble swell no more.

‘We know that we are marching on
To reach the House that shall endure,
The Temple built with living stones,
‘Which, only, hath foundations sure.

Whose headstone, angels, by and by,
Shall, with sky-rending plaudits bring;
As the old Hebrew bard foretold,

¢ @Qrace, grace unto ¢,” Y shall they sing.

Meanwhile, as Masons, let us learn
To subjugate our passions wild,

Till nature’s shapeless blocks become
Fair forms of beauty undefiled.

For this the bands of death were loosed,**
For this the light from darkness sprung,
‘While angels struck their living lyres,
And morning’s stars in concert sung.t}

My brother Masons, tried and proved,
‘Whose trowels spread the true cement,
Which firmly bindeth heart to heart,
Till all in unity are blent.

Oh may your lodge of ¢ Fellowship,”
Still with true charity abound;

May it still be as it hath been,

A beacon light to all around!

May He whose grace hath been its crown
For reventy-five successive years,
Upbear you on his angels’ wings,

‘While passing through this vale of tears.

Though, erst, by many foes beset,

Lion and adder in its path,

Through flood and flame our order passed,
‘Whiie flapped the tempest’s wing in wrath.

Though brethren false were not the least
Of its assailants that dark day,

‘When furious bigots cried aloud,

Away with it! Away — Away!

,7. %+ Master Masons will understand this allusion,  t{ Job, xxxvifi, 7.
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Yet truth proved stronger than its foes,
The tempest’s wing flaps now no more,
Dense clouds no more obscure our sky,
Our sun shines brighter than before.

Beneath the feet of noble men,
Who battled bravely for the right,
Lion and adder both were crushed,
For right, at last, is always might.

Now may the King of Glory cause
His face still on your work to shine,
His own frue peace to you impart,
His arms, eternal, round you twine.

Oh may His lip-inspiring breath,
‘Who dwelt between the cherubim,
Inflame your souls with love as pure
As glows in hearts of seraphim.

So mote it be!
Nov. 4th, A. L. 5872,

GRAND ORIENT OF FRANCE.

" This Grand Body held an interesting session at the Masonic Temple,
Rue Cadet, Paris, on the 9th of September. Our readers have already
been informed in these pages, and most of them will remember that
this Grand Orient has discarded the title, if not the office, of Grand
Master, and now exists as a ¢ Council of the Order,” having for its
first officer & President, who is assisted by a Vice-President, two War-
dens, two Orators, Secretary, Expert, Almoner, Master of Ceremonies,
etc. At the above meeting, the President, Bro. Lanbiere, was absent,
and his place was filled by the Vice-President, Bro. St. Jean. Two
hundred and fifty-five brethren were present, representing, says the ‘
Bulletin, ¢ two hundred and sixty-one Lodges of different degrees,” —
a statement which we do not understand any more than we do that
‘“they were all sworn in as members of the assembly.” Our French
brethren sometimes manage their Masonic affairs in a way that is hard
to be understood. However, Bro. Larbiere having sent in his resig-
nation, Bro. St. Jean was elected President by a very handsome vote,
and taking the chair addressed the body in a very sensible and eloquent
speech, in which he sketched in a feeling manner the disasters and dis-
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couragements to which the brethren and Lodges in France had been
subjected by the late unfortunate war, particularly lamenting the loss
of the Lodges in Alsace and Lorraine ; ¢ Lodges which,” he said, ¢ the
Grand Orient of France considered as among the number of her most
solid columns.” ¢ To the last moment,” he continues, ¢ we hoped that
these Lodges would be permitted to remain with us, and we deluded
ourselves with the hope that the German Masonic governing power
would, inspired by the true sentiments of Freemasonry, respect the
traditions and the laws which to this day have governed our institu-
tion, comprehending how heart-breaking it is to separate against their
will, the children from the mother ; but the Germans have not been
- animated by these feelings, and it would be puerile. in us to be aston-
ished at any outrageous act they may commit.” The Emperor of Ger-
many was undoubtedly urged to order these lodges to discontinue their
relationship with the Grand Orient of France, and to enroll themselves
- under the Grand Lodge of Germany or dissolve their organizations, by
¢ reasons of state.” The German Grand Lodges might of themselves
however, with some show of reason, have objected to the existence of
independent lodges, or lodges owing a foreign allegiance, within a ter-
ritory which had, by the fortunes of war, become a part of their own
jurisdiction. It is some relief, however, to our French brethren, that
these lodges, seven in number, have, with the approbation of the Grand
Orient of France, removed into Hungary, where they have constituted
themselves into an independent Grand Orient.

Notwithstanding these many discouragements, the President con-
gratulates his brethren that the Grand Orient still has under its control
¢ three hundred and forty lodges in full activity, besides Chapters and
Councils, and that the Order is in a position which permits them to
hope well for the future.” The address is an unusually interesting one
and a great improvement on the official papers usually read before the
Grand Orient. We give the concluding paragraphs : —

“If we desire to preserve to our Institution the important position
we have acquired ; if we- wish our Order to be considered of importance
to society, its members should be fully agreed as to its duties. Love to
our fellow men should induce us to exclude from our lodges all topics
calculated to disturb the union of its members. As citizens, we have a
right to give our opinion upon all political subjects which are of inter-
est to our country ; but as Masons, it is our duty within the bosom of
our lodges, to maintain our discussions within the limits traced by the
traditions of our Order. Unless we do so the character of Freemasonry

.l
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will be changed, and there will be little to distinguish us from the
societies of the profane — in our re-unions the spirit of concord and
fraternity should always reign. If the spirit of discord be once intro-
duced, it will engender feelings of hatred between men who have
sworn to love and aid each other, then the inevitable consequences will
ensue — the dispeopling of the lodges and the ruin of our Order.

¢ To-day, my brothers, that all dissensions which are not purely Ma-
sonic should not be permitted at our meetings, would be as far from
my thoughts as from my wishes. I know, too well, the salutary influ-
ence which our Institution exercises to desire to limit your field of
thought or examination.

¢ Freemasonry is an Institution essentially philosophic, progressive,
and philanthropic, so that nothing of interestto humanity should be ex-
cluded : this ground, my brothers, is vast enoltgh to occupy all those
whose generous sentiments and love for humanity prompts them to en-
gage in the labor.

“It is a difficult matter to decide between a discussion speculative
and a controversy political ; but as a last word, let me ask you to guard
our lodges from all discussions contrary to the rules of our Order, and
make them a temple in which the candidate net only receives light, but
also temples in which reign fraternity and peace.”

i

A LUDICROUS PROCESSION.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland, Lord Rosslyn, Grand Master, laid
the corner-stone of the new building about to be erected by the cele
brated Watt Institution and School of Art, at Edinburgh, on the 10th
of October. The attendance of the lodges and brethren was very large,
there being some twelve or fifteen hundred of the latter in the proces-
sion. One peculiarity of the procession was that some of the Tylers
were fantastically dressed in costume suggested by the name of their
respective lodges; as, for instance, the Tyler of the Lodge Trafalga,
who was present at that celebrated sea-fight, under Nelson, was dressed
in the uniform of the naval heroes of that day, while the Tyler of the
Edinburg Defensive Band, which dates its origin from the time of Paul
Jones, offered a curious historical study in the shape of a Royal Edin-
inburgh Volunteer of that period — ¢ a light blue coat, with yellow
epaulets and fucings, white corduroy breeehes and black gaiters formed
the costume, which was crowned by a cocked hat with a cockade of
black, white and yellow, and set off with white cross belts, bearing a
large brass badge engraven with the city arms and the name of the
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redoubtable corps. The worthy citizen thus transformed into the simil-
itude of his grandsire, seemed quite alive to the picturesqueness of his
appearance ; and no one could deny him the palm in that respect over
a modern volunteer, albeit his old flint lock would make a poor figure
beside the Snider. Hardly less curious than its Tyler was the banner
of this Lodge, a piece of elaborate embroidery on crimson velvet, bear-
ing date 1782.” Tylers of some of the other Lodges were dressed in
a similar fashion.

Now this fantastic and ridiculous show was doubtless very amusing
to the boys and rabble in the streets, but it was simply turning the
whole parade into ridicule, and as such, we are sorry to say, was dis-
creditable to the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and derogatory to the dig-
nity of the occasion.

[coMMUNICATED. ]

‘MUSIC IN LODGES.

¢“The words that bear a mission high,

If musie-hallowed, never die!” — Mrs. Hale. )
The words of the Masonic ritual, so beautiful and impressive, which
convey to the initiated the lessons that qualify for the ¢ mission high,”
often gain in beauty and impressiveness through the charms and graces
of melody. Music enhances the refinement that should ever adorn the
lodge-room. It tends to soften and elevate the feelings and bring the
assembled brethren over whom its benign influences extend, into har-
mony with the sublime truths inculcated in every well governed lodge.

The oft quoted line of Congreve avers that

. ¢ Music has charms to soothe the savage breast.”

Though the breasts of Masons are, happily, seldom moved by emotions
partaking of a savage character, yet as human passions sometimes
gain the mastery, any influence which can scothe and subdue them,
should be brought into action. Such influence may be attributed to
music : :
¢ O Music, sphere descended maid,
Friend of pleasure, wisdom’s aid!”

Impressed by these sentiments, the writer has witnessed with great

pleasure the increasing desire to mingle ¢ sweet notes” with the ele-




SUPREME COUNCIL, 33°. 17

vating and cherished services and ceremonies of the craft. The culture
of music, now so general, enables every lodge to form a choir from its
members, of respectability and merit. In all cases, the organ or other
instrument, ¢ wind or string,” is not attainable with convenience; but
the dulcet breath of well-trained vocalists is, alone, capable of giving
the fullest musical effect and force to our services.

Music should not be reserved exclusively for festal and unusual occa-
sions. For visits of grand officers it is now deemed indispensable.
But however important on such visits it may be thought, it is no less
80 to add interest and pleasure to the ordinary meetings of the brethren.
Its inspiring strains should be heard in every lodge when convened.
Such is its potency to promote peace and concord and inerease good
fellowship, that it may be suggested whether grand masters would not
be justified in refusing to grant dispensations te form lodges unless as-
surance was given that their members, some of them at least, were
qualified to officiate as disciples of the ¢ heavenly maid.”

Choral service or other appropriate music at lodge meetings should
be encouraged by masters. Aid so important, it is presumed, every
intelligent occupant of ** King Solomon’s chain” would covet and sed-
ulously maintain. .

In the church, in the solemn funeral service, at marriages, in martial
ravks, on all occasions, grave and gay, music finds her appropriate
sphere ; why should she not claim her place in the lodge-room, there
to inspire the brotherhood with greater * fervency and zeal” to serve
their Maker and fellow-men? H.

SUPREME COUNCIL, 33°.

At the annual meeting of this body in New York, in September
last, an article was incorporated into its constitutions, requiring that all
returns shall be made up to the 1st day of July in each year, and that
one copy of the returns with the dues shall be made to the Deputy of
the District, and a duplicate copy forwarded to the Grand Secretary
General, by the first of August in each year. It also provides that the
Secretaries of the subordinate bodies shall report the names of their
officers to the Deputy and Secretary General immediately after the
election. Bodies neglecting a cumpliance with these regulations will

gndanger their charters.
3
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A WORD OF BUSINESS WITH OUR READERS.

“To enlarge the sphere of soCIAL HAPPINEss is worthy of the design of &

Masoxic InsTiTUTION; and it is most fervently to be wished that the conduct of
‘ every member of the fraternity, as well as those PUBLICATIONS that discover the
PRINCIPLES which acluate them, may tend to convince mankind that the grand
object of MASONRY 8 7o promote the happiness of ihe human race.” — Letier of
Gen. Washington to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 1792.

Thirty-one years ago, (Nov. 1, 1841,) we started the publication of
this Magazine, placing at the head of the opening page, the above ex-
tract from an original letter of Gen. Washington, at that time in the
archives of the Grand Lodge of this common¥ealth. We then said
of it, as we again say, that the ¢ character and design of the Masonic
Institution have seldom been more distinctly and accurately set forth
than in this concise paragraph from the pen of him who was, and will
continue through all coming time to be, the ¢ first in the hearts of his
countrymen.” Few men understood the nature and tendencies of Free-
masonry better than Washington, and fewer still loved it with & more
enduring constancy.

Accepting as the polar-star of our future —that the tendency of all
¢ PUBLICATIONS that discover the PRINCIPLES ” of our fraternity, should
be to *‘ convince mankind that the great object of Masonry is to pro-
mote the happiness of the human race,” we then pledged our best ener-
gies,— all our resources and experience,— not merely to the develop-
ment and support of the true principles of our Order,—not merely to
convince the uninitiated of what Masonry is,— but to the full and en-
tire attainment of the ¢ grand objects” it has in view. How faithfully
we have redeemed that pledge, we leave the labors of thirty-one years
to attest.

To-day we lay before our readers the first number of the thirty-sec-
ond volume. This volume wnll be completed. Whether this- shall be
done at our individual cost and sacrifice of time and labor, or whether
its subscription list shall be raised to a point equal to the expense of
publication, we leave to the decision of the friends of the work. It is
now the oldest, and we believe the only exclusively Masonic periodical
in the world. Of its reputation it does not become us to speak ; we
may, however, express the belief that the time has not yet arrived when
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it can retire from the field of its labors without prejudice to the great
‘interests to which, for nearly a third of a century, it has been earnestly
and faithfully devoted.

It has not been our practice to solicit subscribers for the work, or to
employ agents for that purpose. We were not trained in that school.
A different practice has, however, of recent years, whether wisely or
not, obtained among publishers of periodicals, and the increase of sub-
scribers is made to depend less on the true value of the publication,
than on the persistency (not to use a harsher term) with which its
interests are pressed forward in this direction, Our practice in this
respect may have been impolitic, but if it has not contributed to our
personal advantage, it has not been a source of annoyance to our
friends. . : :

The M. W. Grand Master of one of the leading Grand Lodges of the
country, in his annual address, said, and we are inclined to think, with
great truth, that Masons, generally, do not properly estimate the value
of Masonic publications, or the good which they have bestowed. ¢ The
present proceedings of the Grand Lodges present a striking contrast
with the proceedings a quarter of a century back — the Craft has been
elevated in morality and virtue, yet few recognize the Masonic Press
as one of the chief elements in this progress. Any influence which
operates secretly, however gradually and constantly, is never justly
appreciated. We desire to see the tree ‘bud and blossom and bear
fruit in a day.’ Neither should the good be condemned because many
productions, unworthy of a name or place among books, will ask for
patronage. Let every Mason contribute both intellectually and pecuni-
arily, whose means will allow, to the support of a pure, lofty and ele-
vated Masonic literature, — furnishing aliment to both mind and heart.”

In this connection, we are permitted to give, in advance of its official
publication, the following extract from the address of M. W. Grand
Magster Nickerson before the Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth, at
-its late annual communication :

MOORE’S FREEMASON’S MONTHLY MAGAZINE.

“R. W. Brother Charles W. Moore, the editor of the Freemason’s Monthly
Magazine, has issued a circular to the Fraternity, informing them that the sup-
port extended to that publication is not sufficient to warrant its continuance, and
that he will cease to issue it after one year from the first of January next, when
& new volume commences, unless a sufficient number of subscribers is obtained
to at least pay the cost of publication. Brethren throughout the country have
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expressed the greatest regret that the idea of discontinuing this, the oldest Ma-
sonic publication in the world, should be entertained for a moment. It has
been published for thirty-one years without interruption, and has become almost
a necessity to the Craft. .

¢“Here in Massachusetts we are under special obligations to support the maga-
zine, on account of the debt of gratitude we owe to its editor for life-long servic-
es, and particularly for the stand he took and maintained so persistently against
the Anti-Masonic frenzy which raged forty years ago. I trust that many of the
Brethren will contribute the trifling amount of the subscription required, and
insure the continuance of this valuable magazine, at least during the life of its
honored editor.”

The Secretaries of Lodges, or in case they cannot conveniently at-
tend to the matter, the Tyler or other responsible brother of the Lodge,
is authorized to act as agent for the work, to receive subscriptions and
receipt for payments, in advance, or payable within six months after
subscribing. To such agents the subscription will be $2.00 a year;
that is, a deduction of fifty cents will be allowed him on such subscrip-
tions as he may obtain. Individual subscriptions will remain at $2.50
a year. Address the editor, at the Masonic Temple, or P. O. Box,
2920.

RHODE ISLAND.

We learn from the Free Mason’s Reposifory, Providence, that at a
special assembly of St. John’s Commandery on the 18th of November,
our venerable friend and brother, Sir James Hutchinson, was presented
with the honorary jewel of a Past Grand Master of Knights Templar,
he having held the position of Grand Master of the Grand Encamp-
ment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island in 1851-2-83. The presenta-
tion speech was made by Eminent Sir Thos. A. Doyle, Prelate of the
Commandery, in his usual felicitous manner. The jewel is a patri-
archal cross of solid gold, enamelled with the various mottoes and de-
vices of the Order, and is said to be a very beautiful piece of work-
manship. At the semi-annual session of the Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island, in November, Grand Master Morton in elcquent and fitting
terms, presented, says the Repository, to Past Grand Master Doyle, in
the name of the Grand Lodge, suitable and costly gifts, as testimonials
of the esteem in which he is held by the members of that Grand
Body, over which he presided for seven consecutive years with rare
gkill and ability. Among the gifts were the rich Past Grand Master’s
jewel and apron. The former of pure gold and beautiful design. It
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was a well-deserved testimonial for the fidelity and eminent services of
the distinguished recipient.

We are gratified to learn from the same source, that the Grand
Lodge has made the Repository the organ of its special edicts and com-
munications to the Lodges, and that it has recommended it to their
generous support. It is worthy of this, and we trust it will receive it.

PILGRIMAGE TO EUROPE.

Cyrene Commandery at Columbia, Pennsylvania, are organizing an
excursion or pilgrimage to Europe, as Knights Templars. They pro-
pose to leave New York on the 1st of June next, and any Sir Knight
who wishes to make the trip with them, can do so on very reasonable
terms, as follows, including steamships, railways, hotels, guides, por-
terage, attendance, boats, cars, omnibuses, fees for sight-seeing, and
conducting the party the entire round, for 119 days from New York
back to New York, and including every expense corsidered necessary,
$725, gold. The programme of the tour in Europe takes in the follow-
ing famous places: Cork, Macroom, Gleungariff, Kenmore, Killarney,
Dublin, Balbriggan, Drogheda, Dundalk, Enniskillen, Londonderry,
Giant’s Causeway, Belfast, in Ireland. Across the Irish Channel to
Greenock, the great ship-building city of the Clyde, then to Glasgow
and to Loch-Katrine, Loch-Lomond, the Trossachis, Stirling, Edin-
burgh ; from Edinburgh to Melrose Abbey, the old home of Sir Walter
Scott at Abbotsford; then, via Leeds, Sheffield, Derby, Staffordshire,
Nottingham, to London ; thence per Great Eastern steamers across the
channel and up to the river Scheldt, to Antwerp through Belgium to
Brussels, to the battle-field of Waterloo, to Cologne, Liege, Verviere
and Aix la Chapelle; up the river Rhine to Mayence, Linz, Coblentz,
Bingen, and to Frankfort-on-the-Main, Leipsic, Berlin, Dresden and
Vienna ; thence into Bavaria, visiting Munich, the Tyrol, crossing the
Alps by the Brenner Pass to Verona, Italy, visiting the tomb of Juliet
and the home of the Capulets; thence to Venice and Milan, and
via Mt. Cenis tunnel under the Alps to Geneva, in Switzerland ; thence
to Lucerne, and up the Righi Mount to lodge amongst the clouds ; they
will proceed thence to Paris. From Paris via Rouen and Dieppe to
London, and thence to New York. All Sir Knights who wish to avail
themselves of this trip should communicate at once with Cyrene Com-
mandery at Columbia.
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ENGLAND.

An attentive London correspondent, under date of October 25th,
sends us the following interesting sketch of a recent meeting of the
Provincial Grand Lodge of West Yorkshire, at Pontefract, at which
the Marquis of Ripon, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of England,
was present in person.

¢t A provincial Grand Lodge of the West Yorkshire District of Free
and Accepted Masons was held at Pontefract on Wednesday, and was
honored with the presence of the Marquis of Ripon, K. G., M. W. G.
M. of England, and Provincial Grand Master of West Yorkshire. In
the afternoon a procession of the brethren was held to a village two
miles off, called East Hardwick, where the Marquis of Ripon was to
lay the foundation stone of an intended new church of St. Stephen.
After the usual ceremonials and the stone had been rightly laid in the
presence of a large assembly, the Grand Master congratulated the peo-
ple of the neighborhood on the completion of the work which had
brought them together that day. In the evening a Masonic banquet
was held in the village, at which the Marquis of Ripon was supported
by Lord Houghton, Mr. H. G. E. Childers, M. P., and Major Water-
house, M. P. After the usual loyal toasts, Mr. Bentley Shaw, D. P.
G. M. of West Yorkshire, proposed ¢ The M. W. G. M. of England,’
to which his lordship replied. Mr. Childers, M. P., had assigned to
him the duty of proposing as a toast ¢ The Archbishop and Clergy of
the Diocese.” He said it was one which in some other countries he
should have had a difficulty in proposing, for it might not be unknown to
those present that in some parts of Europe confusion had arisen be-
tween secret societies with objects very different from Freemasonry and
that great society of their own, whose beneficent purposes he and
those around him had no doubt about whatever. They, on their part,
recognized the great truth of the Divine saying, that ¢ Except the Lord
build the house, they labor but in vain that build it,’ and the Church
recognized on her part the Masonic fraternity as one of those bodies to
which the message was given of ¢ peace on earth and good will towards
men.’ The Church recognized that Masons were men of good will,
and men to whom the message was given that they should do their
utmost to promote peace and concord among mankind. On that occa-
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sion, happily, they had nothing to do with those discussions between
Churches and religions which had so much divided Christendom. But
at the same time, they were most happy to connect themselves and
their ovjects with the Church, which, on its part, was always ready to
connect itself with Freemasonry. Lord Houghton, in proposing a
toast, expatiated upon the honor done to East Hardwick by the pres-
ence there of the noble marquis who presided, and remarked that his
lordship was in rank the eighth or ninth citizen of the realm. He was
president of the Cabinet Council, which was the British Monarchial
Republic. His name had lately been closely associated with one of the
greatest events in the history of the world — a great question pending
between ‘England and America had been settled by the skill of states-
men, and & question which at any former time would only have been
settled by the instrumentality of war. Connected with that memorable
event, no doubt, the name of the Marquis of Ripon would go down to
posterity, and it would be held in reverence by many succeeding
generations. The other toasts given included ¢ The Borough Mem-
bers,’ to which Mr. Childers and Major Waterhouse briefly responded.

GRAND LODGE OF MISSOURI.

We are indebted to R. W. Bro. Gopley, Grand Secretary, for a copy
of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, had at its fifty-
second annual communication held at St. Louis in October last. They
come to us in an elegantly printed volume of about three hundred pages,
and while the excellence of its compilation is highly creditable to our
talented Brother, the Grand Secretary, its mechanical execution is no
less so to the typographical skill and good taste of its printer.

The communication was well attended, and a large amount of busi-
ness was transacted, chiefly, however, of local interest. The Annual
Address of the Grand Master, M. W. Thomas E. Garrett, is an elabo-
rate and well written paper. We give an extract from it in another
place. - The decisions of the Grand Master, which are numerous and
ably stated, were referred to the committee on jurisprudence, and with
few exceptions sustained.

The Grand Lodge appears to be somewhat embarrassed financially,
and has imposed a capitation tax for its relief, which we doubt not will
be promptly met by the Lodges.
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The report on correspondence is by Bro. Gouley, and is an able paper,
occupying 168 pages. It passes in review the proceedings of nearly
every Grand Lodge in the United States, giving a concise synopsis of
the proceedings of each for the past year, with such remarks by the
reviewer as the subjects presented seem to suggest. If we were to ex-
cept to any part of it, it would be to the great space occupied in the
discussion of the existing difficulties between the Grand Lodges of
Canada and Quebec. Our brother treats the subject ably and earnest-
ly, but it seems to us that the discussion has been carried far enough
for all useful purposes, and that the matter had now better be left to be
settled by the parties more immediately interested in it; and we may
add, without offence, that they owe it to themselves and to the reputa-
tion, as well as the peace and harmony of the Fraternity in the Domin-
ion, to bring the matter to a close without further public agitation of it.
Such quarrels are inconsistent with the lessons of Masonry, and ought
not to be allowed to continue, since they will occasionally arise.

FELLOWSHIP LODGE, BRIDGEWATER.

The new Masonic Hall recently erected by Fellowship Lodge of
Bridgewater, was dedicated by the M. W. Grand Lodge of this Com-
monwealth, on the 8th of November, last, in the presence of a large
assemblage of Brethren and their ladies. The ceremony was per-
formed by M. W. Grand Master Nickerson in his usual concise and
felicitous manner. He was assisted on this occasion by R. W. Wil-
liam Parkman, as Deputy Grand Master ; Wm. D. Coolidge as Senior
Grand Warden ; Tracy P. Cheever, Junior Grand Warden ; Bradford
- L. Wales as Treasurer; Charles H. Titus, R. G. Grand Secretary ;
Charles W. Moore. Cor. Grand Secretary; W. H. Chessman, Grand
Maurshall ; Bros. James H. Bouvé and Frank Morton as Grand Stew-
ards; Lucius Holmes as Grand Sword Bearer and Fred. A. Pierce,
Grand Tyler.

At the conclusion of the dedicatory ceremonies the Officers of the
Lodge were installed into their places as follows :—Hosea Kingman,
W. M. ; Isaac Damon, S. W.; Francis M. Kingman, J. W.; Isaac R.
Alden, Treas.; Warren K. Churchill, Sec.; Benj. T. Crooker, S. D.;
Alexander Dove, Jr., J. D.; Joseph L. Hathaway, S. S.; Leonard L.




-

WESTERN TRACT SOCIETY. 25

Gammons, J. S.; Wm. H. Reiser, Tyler; Rev. Joseph Hutchinson,
Chaplain ; George M. Burt, Organist; Southworth Harlow, Inside
Sentinel. On the completion of the Installation, the company present
were addressed by the M. W. Grand Master, R. W. Bros. Parkman,
Coolidge and Cheever, and an interesting sketch of the history of the
Lodge was read by W. Bro. E. H. Keith. The Grand Lodge then re-
tired ; when—after the presentation of a Past Master’s jewel to the re-
tiring Master, Bro. Fred. G. Churchill, the Brethren with their ladies
repaired to the banquet hall to supper, where brief speeches were
made by several brethren, and an interesting poem was read by Rev.
Bro. John Wills, a copy of which we have given in another page.
The new hall is a very commodious one, and is fitted up and fur-
nished in excellent taste. The Lodge itself is one of the oldest in the
jurisdiction, and one of the few in the Commonwealth which sustained
their integrity and kept up their meetings through the anti-masonic per-
secutions. It is now in a flourishing and prosperous condition, and we
heartily congratulate the Brethren on the encouraging prospects before

" them.

WESTERN TRACT SOCIETY.

IT8S WAR AGAINST FREEMASONRY.

At its late annual meeting this society managed to raise quite a
breeze on the subject of Freemasonry. The Society, it seems, was
organized before the extinction of slavery, on ultra anti-slavery princi-
ples. That enemy demolished and out of the field, its restless agzres-
sive spirits have turned their attention to the great evil of Freemason-
1y, and are waging against it an uncompromising war. Recently it
has been discovered that one or two of its Board of Publication, and
quite a number of its members, are Freemasons ; and all their efforts,
hitherto, have failed to induce these brethren to sever their connection
with the institution. These Masonic brethren are regarded as sinners
of the deepest dye, and on the broad road to — a very bad place ; and
to have them in full fellowship with the saints of the society, and even
connected with the management of its operatiops, was more than even
saints could endure! To get rid of these terrible Freemasons, the
following resolution was proposed :

Resolved, That active adhering members of secret oath-bound socie-

ties are ineligible to stations of responsibility and control in this
society.
4
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This was aimed at Rev. Henry D. Moore, &8 member of the Board,
and the talented and faithful pastor of the Vine street Congregational
church in this city. Mr. Moore is a Mason — a faithful working Ma-
son, and labors in the Order, as he does elsewhere, to do good. His
private life ts above reproach; his learning and eloquence are of a
high order; and his devotion to his clerical work is an example that
others would do well to imitate. In private life, his kindly, genial,
Christian spirit has won for him a * host of friends,” and given him
an influence in society which he has sedulously wielded for the good
of others. His piety is unquestioned, while his zeal 'in his Master’s
cause might put many a well-fed and self-righteous ¢ Professor ” or
¢“D. D.” to shame. But Rev. Henry D. Moore is a Freemason, and
that more than counterbalances all his ministerial abilities and Chris-
tian virtues. ’

The animus of the resolution was to drive Rev. Mr. Moore from the
Board, for it would never do to have a Mason in such an official posi-
tion. Mr. Moore had served faithfully for four or five years, ¢ without
money and without price.” During that time, Finney’s book, denunci-’
atory of Freemasonry, had been published by the Board of which Mr,
Moore was a member. His negative would have prevented its issue
by the Board ; but he was willing that others should promulgate their
opinions, though in opposition to his own, and strongly condemnatory
of an association he held in high esteem. But the anti-Masons cannot
appreciate such magnanimity ; it was enough that Mr. Moore was &
Freemason, and that was sufficient to fix a stigma upon him, and disr
qualify him for a position in the Board of Publication.

It was a Rev.Dr. Bingham, from somewhere in northeastern Ohio,
who offered the resolution which, if adopted, would drive from the Direc-
tory the best man init. In the discussion that followed its introduction, it '
found its chief supporter in Dr. Bingham. There were others present
who were as uncompromising in their opposition to Masoury as was the
mover of the resolution; but we will do them the justice to say that
they were unwilling to sustain Dr. Bingham in his offensively radical
views. Revs. Emery, Nelson and French, though firm in their convic-

.tions that Masonry was a great evil, yet they were unwilling to make

membership in it a cause for ineligibility, and thus drive Mr. Moore
from the Board. Dr. Aydelotte, of this city took the most ultra
ground, and would have sacrificed Mr. Moore at the altar of anti-
Masonry, but could not secure sufficient co-operation. The rulings of
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the chairman, too, as the proceedings appear to us, were anything but
courteous, '

The tempest, however, at last subsided. The resolution elicited dis-
cussion and showed its friends to be in the minority.

It would not do to have it defeated by a direct vote, so the chair-
man finally declared it out of order. Why was not that ruling made
when the resolution was introduced? If it was out of order after the
discussion, it certainly was before. But the reason for withholding
the decision was obvious, and the motives of the chairman are fully
understood.

We have no interest in the Western Tract Society, and have no
desire to cripple its operations. It is a matter of indifference to us
how many books against Masonry it may publish,—the more the
better for Masonry. Our object in spreading the above facts before
our readers is to let them know what these Doctors of Divinity are at,
and how they would brand with disgrace the best men in the land for
being Freemasons. We wished, also, to vindicate the character of Mr.
Moore — one of the most eloquent, pious, and laborious Christian
ministers we have in Cincinnati.

We confess to another object: This Western Tract Society has its
agents traveling over the country soliciting donations to help the society
in its publishing enterprise. =~ Freemasons are called on as well as
others, and we are advised that in one town the Masons contributed
liberally to the agent, who, after he had obtained all he could, preached
a sermon (8o called) denouncing the Order in no measured terms. We
do not sympathize with the centributors much. They would not
patronize their own periodicals, nor contribute a dime to help sustain
them, although they know it is with great difficulty that they are kept
alive. But they gave liberally to aid an anti-Masonic society to pub-
lish books against the Order.

We will add that Rev. Mr. Moore knows nothing of this article, as
we have not spoken to him since the meeting of the Society.— Masonic
Review, Cincinnats.

Norumve on earth can smile but human beings. Gems may flash reflected
light, but what is a diamond-flash compared with an eye-flash and mirth-flash?
A face that cannot smile is like a bud that cannot blossom, and dries up on the
stalk. Laughter is day, and sobriety is night, and a smile is the twilight that
hovers gently between both, and more bewitching than either.
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INSTALLATION :—CHARITY LODGE.

The Officers of Charity Lodge, North Cambridge, were publicly in-
stalled by Graud Master Nickerson on Tuesday evening, Dec. 17, in
the presence of a large collection of Brethren and ladies. At the con-
clusion of the ceremonies the company was addressed by the Grand

" Master and members of his suite, after which the Brethren with their

ladies and guests sat down to an elcgantly spread supper in the hotel of
the village. The occasion was an agreeable one, and we are pleased
to learn that the Lodge, though among the youngest in the District, is
in a healthy and flourishing condition, with encouraging prospects of
continued success.

WORTHY OF IMITATION.

A correspondent at Gibsonburg, Pennsylvania, sends us a list of
twenty new subscribers for the current volume, aud very properly
says : —* I must say that I feel a little proud of the Craft here, for the
unanimity with which they have come forward ; all in our little town,
with two or three exceptions, being embraced within the above num-
ber.” * * * < THoping to hear from you soon, and that the thirty-
second volume may ‘start off with prospects far brighter than you
dared to hope for, and that you may long live to wield the pen edito-
rial in behalf of the good old cause, I remain, etc.”

If our Lodges nearer home would follow this example, and do as
well, the continuance of the Magazine would be no longer a matter of
uncertainty, at least not during the life-time of its present editor.

CLANDESTINE LODGES.

The New York Sunday News says, ‘ scarcely a week passes but we
hear something about clandestine Lodges — some of them holding
charters from England, some from France, and others from Canada,
all meeting in that city.” These clandestine Lodges may, and doubt-
less do claim to have received authority as stated, but we do not be-
lieve that any such authority has ever been given to them either by
England, France or Canada. If.our brother of the News, however,
would describe them more carefully, and give us the facts on which
his statement is made, we should be better able to form a correct
opinion of them, and to take measures to prevent their impositions.
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LITERARY NOTICES.

INTERNATIONAL MASONIC REVIEW AND HOUSEHOLD JOURNAL.

‘We are glad to learn that our able brother, F. G. Tisdall, is about to resume
his labors in the fleld of Masonic journalism, where he has spent so many years
of usefulness and honor, as the editor of a semi-monthly magazine to be pub-
lished in the city of New York under the foregoing title, in octavo size, each
number containing twenty-four pages, at $3.00 a year, in advance. The first
number was probably issued to-day, though it has not yet reached us. Whenev-
er it comes it will meet with a cordial welcome, for there are few brethren con-
nected with the Masonic press more able or capable of making an acceptable and
useful Masonic magazine. We cordially wish our brother all the success he can

reasonably hope for in his new enterprise. Subscriptions will be received at 484

Broadway, New York.

SCRIBNER'S MONTHLY. )

We are glad to again have the opportunity of speaking a word in favor of this
most excellent magazine. The number which appears with the new year is as
full of spirited and intelligent articles as its predecessors have been. The pros-
pectus of the new volume, which began in November, presents a more brilliant
array of contributors, and a wider discussion of the topics treated in its editorial
departments, than any which have préceded i. 'The serial story of the year is
‘¢ Arthur Bonnicastle,” by J. G. Holland, wli¢h opens most pleasantly. All its
readers will welcome the names of Hana Chridtian Andersen, Noah Brooks, Bret
Harte, Harriet Spofford, Adeline Trafton, etc., as the writers for 1878, and Wm.
Cullen Bryant, Kate OAgood Mrs. Moulton, Mnry Ritter, and others equally
popular, for its poets. *‘The aim of the magazme, in both its essays and edito-
rials, will be tv discuss living questions, and in its sketches, poems, stories and
graver articles, it will endeavor not only to catch the spirit of the time, but to
light and lead to those purer aims and nobler tastes which characterize a high
Christian civilization.”

Terms, $4.00 a year; November and December numbers .free. Sold by A.
Williams & Co., Old Corner Bookstore, Washington Street, Boqton. s .
HARPERS' MAGAZINE. teoan

This magazine for January triumphantly Juutiﬂes the claims of that periodmnl
to hold rank as the foremost of the monthlies: It contains, nearly one hundred
engravings, and is rich with every variety of entertaining and inatructive reading
matter. S. S. Conant, Miss Thackery, Mrs. Buddington, Charles, Reade, Wilkie
Cullins, and other popular writers, fascinate the reader with their brilliant arti-
cles. The best illustrated papers — those especiaily ‘adapted to the Christmas
season — are not thrown into the foreground, but reveal themselves as a surprise
in the very middle of the reader’s journey through the bewildering ‘¢ embarrass-
ment of riches” that distinguish this number. The editorial departments are
full of instruction, interest and wit. The magazine is sold by A. Williams & Co.,
Boston. The subscription price is $4.00 a year. )

PETERS’ MUSICAL MONTHLY. v

Our musical friends will welcome with as much delight as we did, the January
number of this admirable monthly. It is stored with a fine collection of ballads,
songs and piano pieces ; some difficult, others for less advanced pupils. All will
find one piece, at least, just adapted to their taste and ability, and the majority
will find delight in singing and playing every piece. It is a magazine every
music scholar should subscribe for, and one in which they will find more than
their ‘‘money’s worth” of music. Published by J. L. Peters, 599 Broadway,
New York. Price, $3.00 a year.

.
—————— 2
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~ LIPPINCOTT'S MAGAZINE.

The issue for January marks the commencement of the eleventh velume
of this popular periodical, which has won for itself highest praise on account of
the interest and variety of its matter, the beauty of its illustrations, and the neat-
ness of its typography. It promises to its readers a new serial novel entitled,
¢“The Princess of Thule,” by the author of ¢ The Strange Adventures of a
Pheton,” etc.; also, a serial story by George MacDonald, entitled, ¢ Malcolm,”
said to be the masterpiece of its author. It contains articles descriptive of life
and manners of soclety at home and abroad; sketches of travel in various sec-
tions of the world; papers on science and art, &c. A large proportion of the
articles are beautifully illustrated.

Yearly subscriptions, $4.00. Sold by A. William & Co., booksellers, Wash-
ington Street, Boston.

THE NEW YORK ARGUS

By C. P. Sykes, 17 North Williams 8t., is one of the best weekly family news-
papers published in New York. It is devoted to politics, literature, romance,
fashion, art, science, agriculture, _horticulture. &c.

VICK’S FLORAL GUIDE.

Mr. James Vick, the celebrated florist, of Rochester, New York, has just is-
sued his Floral Guide for 1878, profusely and elegantly illustrated, and containing
an immense amount of information invaluable to the lover of flowers. The en-
gravings number some five hundred, representing almost every conceivable
variety of flowers, and are flne specimens of the engraver’s art; to which are
added a superb colored plate of the new Japan Coxcomb, and a chromo cover.
Mr. Vick is undoubtedly one of the most experienced and successful florists in
the United States, and furnishes every variety of seed to order, whether for
flowers or garden vegetables. Copies of the catalogue can be had by addressing
him at Rochester, for twenty-flve cents, at which price it is the cheapest publi-
cation out.

MASONIC CALENDAR.

‘We are indebted to the politeness of Mr. George Kenning, of London, for a
copy of his ¢ Cosmopolitan Masonic Calendar and Pocket Book for 1873,” being
a comprehensive Masonic book of reference, containing a list of Lodges in the
United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, etc., together with useful referemces
to Grand Masonic bodies in foreign parts. The title sufficiently indicates the
general character of the book, and its great usefulness as a work of reference.
We do not know that it is for sale in this country, but can be had through the
booksellers in any of our principal cities.

THE LATE BRO. EDWIN FORREST.
" We learn that the Rev. Bro. Wm. R. Alger, of this city, is engaged in writing
a biography of this distinguished American actor. The work could not have
‘been placed in abler hands, and as the subject cpens a wide field to the peculiar
talent of the writer, and for the play of his brilliant imagination, there .can be
no doubt that when completed it will be one of the most attractive and interest-
ing of its kind that has yet issued from the American press. Mr. Forrest was s
member of the fraternity, and exhibited his appreciation of its tenets in many
ways. ‘Many years since,” says the New York Despaich, ‘‘he made a very
handsome donation to the New York Hall and Asylum Fund, and until the be-
quest of the late George Ray, he was the largest personal contributor to that
undertaking. We have been present with him on several Masonic occasions,
and know that he was never asked in vain to assist the needy or to forward 8
good work. In this respect he may well be remembered by the Brethren ”

The work will probably be ready for publication in the Fall of the present year.
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MISCELLANEA.

GRAND CHAPTER.

The Grand Chapter of this Commonwealth held a communication Dec. 247, at
the Masonic Temple in this city for the installation of its officers for the ensuing
year. The day was so exceedingly inclement and the roads so completely

blocked up by the heavy snow storm, that the attendance was comparatively
small.

GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND.

We are indebted to the courtesy of Bro. Hervey, Grand Secretary, for a copy
of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of England, at its communication in
September. We find nothing in them of special interest. Bro. Matthew Cook
was refused admiesion for the reason that his Lodge had not made its returns for
the year, which we suppose wus an event not much regretted by the brethren.
Another brother was suspended by the Board of General Purposes for contumacy
in not obeying the summons issued by that Board.

ANNUAL BANQUETS.

Our brother of the Philadelphia Keystone says, and we think there is truth as
well as philosophy in what he says, that ¢ At least once a year all the brethren
of every Lodge should be called together for both Labor and Refreshment, and
around the Masonic Altar, and afterwards around the festal table, enjoy all that
Freemasonry has to give of moral, intellectual and social pleasure. To tell the
truth, it requires these gustatory privileges to call out a full attendance of the
Craft. We are all creatures of time and sense, and the shortest road to the
heart is viz the stomach. An anniyersary without a groaning table at the end of
it, is no anniversary at all. We are, therefore, in favor of annual banquets.”

NEW BRUNSWICK.

The various bodies of the Knightly Orders at St. John, New Brunswick, held
their annual meeting, on the last Thursday in November, at which time their offi-
cers were proclaimed and installed : — Sir D. R. Munroe, as Em. Com. of Union
De Molay Encampment, and as Em. Prior of the Priory of the Knights of Malta,
and Sovereign of the Conclave of the Red Cross of Rome and Constantine; as
also - Prior of the Sanctuary K. H. S. We have not space for the remaining
officers, and our circulation at St. Johns is not sufficient to warrant the space
they would occupy in our pages.

THE RECENT GREAT FIRE.

Many of our friends abroad have addressed us by letter of inquiry, and most
of our Masonic cotemporaries through their columns have kindly expressed their
fears that in common with a large majority of our publishing establishments, we
may have suffered personal loss from the great fire which has swept away so
large and important a business section of our city. We are happy to say, how-
ever, that although we have not entirely escaped, as few business men have, our

. losses are not such as to subject us to any considerable inconvenience; and we

are still more happy to add that so far as we know, none of our brethren in the
city are sufferers beyond the limits of our own local charity-funds to relieve
them. Many kind offers have been gratefully received from our brethren in
other sections of the country, but have been fraternally declined -through our
Grand Master. The liberality of our citizens has also enabled their committee
of relief to meet all calls upon them without the foreign aid which has been
kindly and generously tendered them. Such generosity, however, is none the
less gratifying, nor less entitled to grateful acknowledgment, because not needed. .
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WaxTeED.—Volume IX of this magazine, or any odd numbers of that volume,
for which the owner’s price will be paid. The volume is wanted to complete a
set. Volume II. is also wanted, for which $10 will be paid. EDpITOR.

JaraN.— The Order in Japan is rapidly and satisfactorily increasing, and the
brethren there have taken measures for the establishment of a Royal Arch Chap-
ter at. Yokohama. With proper and careful management, Masonry will, undoubt-
edly, in a year or two more gain a strong and permanent foothold in that hith-
erto forbidden and exclusive conntry.

SomeTHING NEW.— One of our exchanges says, ‘“ A Lodge of Chinese Masons
was organized at Oregon City on the 5th of November *’— gunpowder plot day!

Sorrow LopeE.— The brethren of the Scottish Rite of New York City, held a
Sorrow Lodge at Irving Hall, on the 27th of December, in commemoration of the
dead of the rite in the Northern Jurisdiction, on the 27th of December. The
occasion was one of solemn interest to the brethren of the rite, and the services
were ably and impressively performed.

Tris month we give the readers of the magazine, by the use of smaller type, a
much larger amount and greater variety than we have recently been able to do,
but which we shall be pleased to continue to do if the increase of our subscription
list will admit of it, which the present receipts will not do.

RoME.— A newspaper printed in English, will soon be started at Rome, to be
called the Datly News, and to be conducted by an American, Mr. Daniel, brother
of the late Hon. Johu M. Daniel. editor of the Richmond Engqutrer, and formerly
Minister Resident of the United States at Turin.

- Str. Paur’s Lopge, Sourm Bostox.— This Lodge held its annual commu-
nication at the new Masonic Hall, Broadway, on Friday, the 27th, when its
officers for the current year were elected and installed. The ceremonies of in-
stallation were performed by Worshipful Past Master Charles H. White, in his
usual happy and impressive manner, assisted by Brother John M. Clark as
Marshal. After the ceremonies, the brethren repaired to the banquet hall, and
spent a social hour in partaking of the bountiful repast set before them. The
occasion was one of pleasure to all present.

BrorrER EpITOR : — No ¢ bright ” Mason, if he knew their value. would fail
to have in his library, the Grand Lodge printed proceedings, for the terms of the
administration of Grand Master Gardner. These proceedinge-for the years 1869,
1870 and 1871, are full of interest to the Masonic student, and are worth a thous-
and times more than they will cost. .

Jews.—The Grand Lodge, Royal York, Zur Freundschaft, at Berlin, has so
far changed its constitution as to admit the initiation of Jews in their Lodges.
The other two Prussian Grand Lodges will have nothing to do with them. :

WaAT T0 READ.— No doubt under the present status of society, the higher
grades of literature have fewer friends and find less favor than the lower.
Want of thought, and true appreciation of that which is good, noble and true, is
the one sentence which can explain it all. A perverted taste craves the light lit-
erature of the day, requiring but a narrow channel, having but little depth,
breadth or height. It flows through the mind as soothingly as a lazy person
sways to and fro in his easy chair.
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DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW.
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FOR THE USE OF LODGES AND LEARNERS.

This is a small pocket manual, in tuck, of convenient siZe for the pocket, and contains
all the monitorial parts of the Work and Lectures of the first three degrees, and is espe-
cially adapted for the use of Lodges and Learners. It also contains a complete Dicesr
of Masonic Law, as required in the government of Lodges, and in the settlement of legal
. questions., It is the first work of the kind ever published in this or any other country,
and is the BEST.

It may be had through the booksellers generally, or of Pollard & Leighton, Nichols &
Hall, Lee & Shepard, or A. Williams & Co., at the ¢ Old Corner Bookstore,” Washington
Street, or of the author at the Masonic Temple. Price, $8.00 a dozen; 75 cts. single copy.

“The New Masonic Trestle Board,”

by the same author, approved and recommended by the Grand Lodge of this Common-
wealth, and by most of the Grand Lodges in the United States, may also be had at the
above places. It contains all that is required, and all that it is proper to publish, in rela-
tion to the working of Lodges, Chapters, Councils and Commanderies, and is universally
admittdd to be the most complete and perfect manual ever offered to the fraternity. It
was originally prepared and published under the authority of the United States Masonic
; Convention in 1843, and has passed through more than forty editions. It has done more
%o preserve uniformity of work throughont the country, than any other manual ever pub-.
lished, and to counteract the innovations and changes which irresponsible book-makers
and speculators are continually attempting to fasten upon the rituals of the different
orders,
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HENRY PRICE.

Whatever relates, however remotely, to the personal narrrative or
masonic relations of this distinguished Past Grand Master of Masons
in Massachusetts,— the first of his rank in America,—cannot be oth-
erwise than interesting, not only to the readers of this magazine, but
to American brethren and Masonic scholars everywhere. History is
the aggregation of facts and the narration of events, whether per-
sonal or general. Both are to be sought for, no less in the lives of in-
dividuals who have distingnished themselves in the social or less pre-
tent#ous walks of life, than in the wider sphere of elevated civil posi-
tion and public duties. Henry Price, as a civilian, statesman or ruler, -
rose to no distinction above that attainable by any of his fellow-
townsmen of equal intelligence, integrity of character and business
capacity. But as a Mason — as the head and founder of the first
Masonic Grand Lodge on this continent — he rose to an eminence be-
yond the reach of any other of his brethren, and secured for his mem-
ory a fame, and a place in Masonic history, more enduring than mar-
ble or the modest tablet that to-day marks his final resting-place. But
his fame does not belong to Massachusetts alone. That he laid the
foundation of it here, was one ‘of thuse fortunate accidents by which
men of humble pretensions are often exalted to places of honor and
distinction. It was a necessity of the time; and that he successfylly
availed himself of its advantages proves, if it prove anything, his fidel-
ity to duty and clear appreciation of the beneficent influences of an in-
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. stitution which, from its marvellous adaptation to the needs of a young

and growing country, he foresaw would, with the blessing of Provi-

' dence, and under the careful guidance of those to whom its future
- should be entrusted, grow up and become an important instrumentality

in giving a healthful tone and direction to the normal character of the
rapidly increasing population of his adopted home. It was not, in-
deed, in reserve for him, nor is it in reserve for any of the present
living, to realize the full fruition of the great work he then began,—

one hundred and forty years ago,—at a time when the Province of

Massachusetts Bay, although the largest and most prosperous on the
continent, was but a feeble Colony,— an infant giant struggling into
life,— when the public mind had not began to realize the existence
in their midst of such an association as the Masonic fraternity,—
when Freemasonry was an enigma, a cabalistic mystery full of fan-
cied bogels, and beyond the grasp of human comprehension. It was
not in reserve for him to witness the magic growth of the little, feeble
Grand Lodge, which, in 1733, he organized in one of the upper rooms
of a public tavern, in the then comparatively small town of Boston,—to
see it spreading itself out from Colony to Colony and from State to
State, until its descendants and co-laborers in the vineyard,— now num-
bering not less than three-fourths of a million of united brethren,—
cover the entire continent! Such a result it was not in reserve for
him to witness.

But it is not our present purpose to eulogize the character of Mr.
Price, nor to enlarge upon his distinguished services as a Mason. The
readers of this magazine require no such gratuitous labor of us. Our
previous volumes furnish all that they can desire to know in this re-
spect. If these volumes be unavailable to any inquirer, then the ad-
mirable biography and defence read before the Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts in 1871, by M. W. Bro. Wm. S. Gardner, and published in the
proceedings of that body, gives all that can be necessary for the full
information of the mest exacting student of Masonic history, and for
the ample vindication of the shamefully aspersed memory of our hon-
ored brother. We should not, indeed, have thought it needful at the
present time to renew the subject at all, or to refer to it in any way in
our pages, had we not recently accidentally met with the original of an
important official document, which, while it confirms and strengthens
what the slanderers of our deceased brother have maliciously fastened
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upon and held up as a fatal break in the chain that connects the acts of
his early life with his pretensions as the authorized representative of
the parent Grand Lodge of England, will, we are firmly convinced, be
most acceptable to all of our readers, and particularly so to those who
feel any interest in the tryth and integrity of the early annals of the

.Craft in this country. The document, which we here give, is a letter

to the Grand Lodge of England from the ¢ First Lodge in Boston,”
written in 1786, and less than three years after the organization of the
first Grand Lodge in America. It reads as follows: |

TO

The Rt. Honorable and Rt. Worshipfull Grand Master or Deputy G. M.
or G. W. of the Grand Lodge of the Free and Accepted Masons In
England.

“FROM THE HOLY LODGE OF ST, JOHN —
HELD IN BOSTON, NEW ENGLAND, THE
23D. DAY OF JUNK, A, M.: 5736.”
Mostr WoRTRY AND DEAR BRETHREN:

Our great Affection for the whole Fraternity, will not
permit Us to Slip this favourable Opportunity, to Give you Sincere Assurances of
our due Regards, for all our Most Worthy Brethren,— regularly Met in the Rt.
Worshipfull Holy Lodge of St. John, under the Protection of the Heavenly Can-
opy and in Particular, That of England.

Our hearty good Wishes, We forward to You under the Recommendation of
our Rt. Worshipfull Brother Mr. Benj. Barons (our present S. G W.) Who's
great Meritts has Contributed very much to the flourishing State of Masonry in
this great Town.*

Our Lodge was Constituted by Our Right Worshipfull Grand Master Mr.
Henry Price (Provincial Grand Master) on the 31st day of Augustt A:D: 1738
and is held at the Royall Exchange Tavern in King Street Boston.}{ And Meet
the 2d and 4th Wednesday in every Month; It is Adorned with the most Emi-
nent Gentlemen of this Place, and kept in it’s Primitive Beauty and Purity.

We Should think our Selves thoroughly Happy, if any favorable Opportuuity,
would offer to Convince all Our Worthy Brethren, of our true Affection for their

* It appears from this that Bro. Barons, who was at the time Senior Grand Warden of the
Grand ge in Boston, was on the eve of lesvh:lg the Provinoe for England, and had been
furnished by the First Lodge with a ‘‘ Recommendation” to the parent Grand Lodge at Lon-
don; and this constituted the immediate ion, as it furnished the opportunity, for
the present letter. \

t It has been generally supposed that the ‘“ First Lodge ” was constituted on the evening of
the first organization ef the Grand I.odge, that is, on the 30th of July 1733, but it would appear
from this that it was not actually ‘‘ constituted ” untit the 31st of the following month, though
the petition was undoubtedly presentrd and its gnyer granted on the evening of the 30th of
July. The error pro&nbly oﬂiglmted with the Secretary, or whoever afterwards made up the
Records of the Grand Lodge from the loose memoranda which for the first year or two of its
existence, constituted its only records.

$ Removed from the “ Bunch of Grapes” Tavern in 1735.
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; and for their Interests in these Parts: But in a particular Manner for
f your Rt. Worshipfull Lodge; To Whome We Remain with due Respect
Vorthy and Dear Brethren,

Your Affectionate Bros. and very humble Servants,
Hexry Price, G H.,
vo1s BETEILHE, Sec’y. ‘JaMEs Gorpoox, D. G. M. *

ompanying the above, and on the third page of the same sheet
per, the following list of the then members of the Lodge is

of the Names of the Free and Accepted Masons who are Members of
Joly Lodge of St. John, Held in Boston In New England :

sNRY PrICE, G. M. BeNJA. PEuBERTON, E8qr.,
celly. Jona. BELCHER, Esqr. Hexry Horg, Esqr.,
w BELCHER, Esqr., Capn. JaMes CERKE, |
1AR8. GORDOK, Capn. Roger WILLINGTON,
LEXA. TRANN, Mr. JorN McNEAL.

.M. PEMBERTON,

Brethren made In Boston.

ME8. GorpoON, D. G. M., Mr. WirtoN WESSON,
iNJA. Baroxs, S. G. W., Mr. Rosr. KENTON,
»BERT THOMLINSON, J. G. W., Mr. RoBT. PEASELEY,
ROBERT MACKLEAN, W. M., Mr. PeTER PRESCOTT,
06H McDaniEL, S. W, Mr. Jonx BAKER,

‘BN OSBORNE, jun,, J. W., Mr. Sam CurwiN,

18 BETEILHE, Secy., Mr. ANTo. DaAvis,

ES BLaDwELL, Esqr., Mr. JonN SMITH,

[HOS. MOFFATT, Mr. SAM. WRTHERED,
OveriNg, Esqr., Mr. Huen Scorr,

gos. PRILLIPS, ' Mr. Jouxn GORDON,
{DREW HALLYBURTON, Mr. RicHARD PATESHAIL,
708. OXNARD, Mr. Frax. JoHoxroT,
‘WiLron HENTON, Col. JNo. MoRg1s,
RoBerT McKxiGHT, Capn. JouN FRAIZIER,
WEeBBER GOFTON, Capn. JamEs Farrell,
RoBERT SwMITH, Capn. GILES VANDELLUSE,
Wiy, Frost, Capn. JorN Hueeorr,
RoBErT BoYDD, Mr. Frep. HAMILTON,
JamEs FoRrBES, Mr. TrHos. MoLoxy,
BENJA. HALLOWELL, Mr. Epwarp ELL1s,
ROBERT GARDINER, Mr. Luge Varpy,

0SES SLAITTERRSY, (Master of the Royall Exolunge Tavern.)
LEXA. GORDON, ’

ded beft us;

give these signatures as they were originally app the
y were afterwards erased with a pen, when the letter was probably taken into a new
nd the present copy placed on the files of the Lodge.
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HENRY PRICE.

A

It will be seen by the date of the above letter, that it was written a
little less than three years after the organization of the Grand Lodge
in Boston by Mr. Price, by virtue of his commission as Provincial
Grand Master for New England, and that it bears his name as Grand
Master, with that of his Deputy and Secretary. ‘The Grand Master of
England at this time was the Earl of Loudon, who had just succeeded
to the office, having been elected as the successor of Lord Weymouth
on the 15th of April, 1786. His election could not therefore have been
known to the brethren at Boston at the date of the letter; and this
may account for its not having been directed to the Grand Master in
person. There seems, indeed, to have been very little care taken at
this time to keep the brethren in distant colonies informed as to any of
the business transactions of the parent body.

What correspondence. had previously taken place between Mr. Price
and the Mascnic authorities in England, it is impossible now to say,
there being nothing in the archives of the Grand Lodge at London, or
in those of the Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth to show. It is
reasonable to presume, however, that, from his known punctuality in
all his business and Masonic transactions, he had, as required by his
commission, kept the parent body properly informed of his proceedings.
Had there been any neglect of his duty in this respect, or had he failed
at the proper time to notify the Grand Master at London of the organi-
zation by him of a Provincial Grand Lodge at Boston, it would be dif-
ficult to account for the omission of any reference to it, or apology for
the neglect, in the letter before us. He was at least a man of common
prudence, and would not have been guilty of the dangerous indiscretion

of appearing before his principal in an assumed and unauthorized

capacity. Sensible men are not guilty of such folly as this, even if
impostors. But the slander and its authors have passed into the
shades, where they may be safely left.

The character of the membership of the ¢ First Lodge in Boston ”
may in some measure be inferred from the unusual number of gentle-
men of distinction belonging to it, as indicated by their civil and mili-
tary titles. The military portion of them probably included persons
holding official rauk in the foreign regiments stationed in the town, and

others holding like offices in the local militia of the Province. Among

the untitled members we recognize the names of many of the opulent
and leading merchants in the colony.

.
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~THE BALLOT.

¢ One black-ball rejects ; be careful to make no mistake,” is the an-

‘nouncement from the East when a ballot is about to be taken on the

application of a person for admission into the brotherhood of Freema-
sons. This ballot is not to. decide whether the applicant shall be re-
ceived as a member of a particular Lodge menrely, but is to determine
whether he shall or shall not become a member of that vast fraternity
who encircle the globe. Hence the strictness and solemnity of this
ballot. It is due to our brethren everywhere, whether they reside in’
Europe, Asia, Africa or America, or in the many islands of the sea, to
introduce to them no man, as a brother, whose moral, intellectual and
social standing is not fully and entirely up to the standard established
by our ancient brethren. Were the consequences attending the recep-
tion of an improper person confined to a Lodge acting in his favor, it
would be, comparatively a trivial thing ; but it becomes a very serious
matter, when, as is the fact, he also is thereby brought into fellowship
with the members of a world-wide society, none of whom, but those of
the Lodge receiving him, can know of his qualifications, and whether
or not he is of * good report and well recommended.”

The Master of a Lodge controls the ballot; no by-law of a Lodge
can or should contravene his authority respecting it. He should, there-
fore, feel his great responsibility to the Craft, all over the world, to
conduct it so that none others than ¢ good men and true” should have
its sanction. If the members of his Lodge, through inadvertence or
other cause, should fail to black-ball an unfit applicant, ke, knowing
him to be so, must have the courage to do it. So, again, if from his
own knowledge, or from the reports of individual brethren or from
committees, he has reason for believing that a candidate who has bad a
negative vote, is ¢ worthy and well qualified,” he should allow a second
ballot, and, perhaps, another, to be taken ; always providing that it can
be done without violating the secresy of the proceeding: Especiully
should he do this, if he have the moral certainty that the ¢ not clean”
was the result of accident.

In 1857, the Grand Master of Massachusetts visited one of the best
governed Lodges of his jurisdiction, situate in a prosperous rural dis-
trict. The visit occurred in the month of August; but, notwithstand-
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ing the great heat of the season, the attendance of lodge-members was
8o large as to fill the lodge-room to repletion. A part of the business
of the Lodge was to act on a petition for the degrees. . At the proper
time a ballot on this petition was collected which gave three negative
votes, ‘The Master was evidently surprised at the result, and remarked
to the Grand Master that there must have been some mistake or mis-
apprehension, because the candidate was one of the best and most re-
spected citizens of the town; one whom he believed every member of
the Lodge would be proud to greet asa Masonic brother. A second
ballot was recommended. The result displayed two black balls.
‘Again the Master manifested surprise and repeated what he had before
said as to the standing of the petitioner and the feeling of the Lodge
towards him. Having these assurances, and observing that the feeble
light of the room would enable the aged brethren to discern only with
difficulty a black from a white ball, the Grand Master ordered a third
ballot, previously, however, cautioning the members to carefully select
their ballots. The declaration that the ballot was ¢“clean” was re-
ceived with joy by all present.

A broad distinction must be made between balloting for a candidate
for membership of the great fraternity of Freemasons, and that for
membership in a Lodge. In one case, it determines whether or not a
man shall become a brother; in the other, whether or not a brother
shall take membership in a particular Lodge. The ballot admitting to
membership in the brotherhood must be ¢ clean ” or unanimous ; while
that for membership of a Lodge is subject to its by-laws. J. T. H.

NEW MASONIC HALL, EAST BOSTON.

The new and beautiful Masonic Hall recently erected by our breth-
ren at East Boston, was dedicated by the M. W. Grand Lodge on the
evening of the 10th of January, in the presence of the four Lodges lo-
cated in that section of our city, and a large concourse of visiting
brethren. The ceremonies were conducted by Grand Master Nicker-
son and his officers, according to the established ritual of the Order,
and being interspersed with music, afforded an agreeable evening’s en-
tertainment to the company present.

The hall is a very fine one, and with its ample apartments is admira-
bly adapted to all the present and prospective wants of the enterprising
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brethren of the pleasant ¢ Island Ward.” The building in which the
apartments are contained is built of brick and iron with freestone
trimmings. It is three stories in height with stores on the ground
floor. The second floor is appropriated to business purposes, the third
and all above being reserved for Masonic uses, except one large apart-
ment on the third floor, furnished in hard wood and beautifully fres-
coed, which may be used occasionally as a lecture room. Upon this
floor also is the banquet hall, one of the pleasantest rooms in the build-
ing, the walls and ceiling being artistically ornamented with fruit and
flower pieces. The relnaining rooms on this floor are to be occupied,
one as the cuisine, and the other as the armory for the William Park--
man Commandery. The lodge-room occupies nearly all of the fourth
story. The room is eighteen feet high with'an arched ceiling, taste-
fully decorated with the emblems of the Order. The entire arrange-
ment of the apartments is admirably well adapted to the needs of the
brethren, and the fout ensemble furnish one of the most pleasant and
desirable Masonic homes in the State.

At the banquet which followed, speeches were made by the Grand
Master and Past Grand Masters Coolidge and Parkman.

MASONIC JEWELRY.

¢ Dese is vary pr-r-retty tings.. I shell sell them sheep. Is youa
Marcon? Eh? I have de square and cumpars, and all de leetle tings
for Marcons to wear. Dey are sheep,” is the salutation of the pedlar of
foreign origin, as he goes about from village to village displaying for
sale his cheap, but to many persons attractive wares. Let him sell
them ; but let no Mason be beguiled into buying those with Masonic
devices with the view of wearing them. It would be, indeed, making
our emblems ¢ sheep ” to exhibit them by this means, to the vulgar
eyed.

I would never recognize a man as a Mason, because he wears ¢ Ma-
sonic jewelry ;” he must have something more substantial to offer be-
fore I should notice him as a brother. In the lodge-room, and on all
strictly Masonic occasions, on which the fraternity is assembled, it is
most fitting and appropriate to decorate the person with

¢ Symbols and emblems of the ancient Craft.”
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The prime objection to indulging in promiscuous wearing of our
cherished tokens of brotherhood, is that any scalawag can do as much
(for his money is as good as a Mason’s) ; and thus pass himself off
among young Masons and unsuspecting, as a genuine fellow of the
Craft. This brgzen impudence, to pretend to be what one is not, is
equalled only by the parading in public places, in eonnection with ad-
vertisements of quack medicines, the square and compass and other no
less significant teachers of Masonic duty, reverenced by every true
Mason. .

Let us discard this sort of trumpery; as we may justly pronounce
the tinsel exhibition of a language which none but the initiated can un-
derstand. Let us express it in no place, at no time aund before no one,
except the occasion gives us assurance that its true and solemn signifi-
cance will be comprehended. .

Not long since, in one of our Courts, according to the newspapers,
one of the parties in a case, claimed the square and compass as his
trade-mark. The Judge ruled against him, if I correctly remember,
on the ground that they being the symbols of an ancient Society who
held them in great reverence, they could not be so applied.

Let us have done with obtruding these marks of a sublime profes-
sion before the public at all times and on all occasions; and endeavor
rather, to carry into our daily practice the tenets which they help to
enjoin. . H.

MORMON LODGES.

There are said to be spurious Masonic bodies in Utah, composed of
Mormons, but we have no authentic information of their number or
doings, and do not attach much importance to their existence, if they
have any. There are three or four regular Lodges there, working
under charters from neighboring Grand Lodges, and having a member-
ship of about two hundred and fifty ; we believe there is also a Lodge
of Perfection there. The safety in this case, as in the others, is to
demand certificates or diplomas, showing their regularity, of all visi-

tors from the territory, claiming to be Masons, before recognizing
them. .
2
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GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

The Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth held its pnnual communi-
cation at the Masonic Temple in this city, on Wednesday the 11th of
December last, M. W. Sereno D. Nickerson, Grand Master, presiding.
The meeting was one of the best attended for several years, nearly
every officer being in his place. There were also present twenty-five of
the permanent members, and the representatives of one hundred and
forty-two Lodges.

After the transaction of some preliminary business, among which
was the granting of a charter to Spencer Lodge, in the town of Spen-
cer, the Grand Master read his Annual Report. It was a thorough
business paper, and presented to the Grand Lodge a clear+«and compre-
hensive synopsis of the entire business of the year, of the present and
prospective condition of the body, and of the Lodges under its jurisdic-
tion. The Grand Master tells us that, * judging from the very full re-
ports of the D. D. G. Masters, and from my own observation, I am of
opinion that harmony and prosperity have very generally prevailed
(among the Lodges). The rare exceptions will doubtless yield to
time and gentle treatment, and only one i8 of so serious a character as
to require to be brought to your notice.” (The difficulty here referred
to was adjusted at once). The Grand Master reports that he has at-
tended officially two funerals, dedicated eleven new Masonic halls, in-
stalled the officers of some eight or ten Lodges, most of them in public.
He has also issued Dispensations for Lodges at Chatham, Maynard,
Taunton, Montague, and Athol, and granted special warrants for the
dedication of new halls at Newburyport, Holliston, Haydenville, Frank-
lin, and Cotuit Port, besides transacting an unusually large amount of
office and other official business. He has given great attention to the
library, and reports it to be in a highly satisfactory condition. Over
three hundred copies of proceedings of Grand Lodges have been
added during the year, and the bound volumes of this class, on the
shelves, now number one hundred and ten.

" The receipts for the past year have been $131,091.19 and the payments
$116,186.93, leaving a cash balance on hand of $13,904.26. The re-
duction of the debt during the year has been $9,240.19, and since De-
cember 1867, $82,417.55. He urges with great force, and with logi-
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cal conclusiveness, the advantages to be derived from an immediate
and full payment of the capitation tax, and this part of the report at
least, should be openly read in every Lodge in the District. The
Grand Master also gives, as matters of touching interest, and as of far
greater value than dollars, a large number of letters from Masonic
Bodies and Brethren in authority, tendering their sympathy and assist-
ance for the relief of the sufferers by the late calamitous fire in this
city. We have not room for these letters, but they are a priceless
record to be transmitted to our successors. In reply to all these the
Grand Master answered: ¢ That while we were very grateful for the
sympathy and assistance so generously offered by our Brethren in all
parts of the country, we should not be obliged to draw upon the
Masonic funds of other jurisdictious, and hoped to be able to provide
for any Masonic sufferers, without foreign aid.” This hope, we are
happy to say, has been fully realized.

We do not feel at liberty to omit the following letter from Lord
Tenterden, who, it will be recollected, was a member of the High
Commission on the part of England, for the making of the Washing-
ton Treaty, undoubtedly the most important Treaty ever entered into
by any two nations in modern times — a Treaty in the interests of hu-
manity and perpetual peace. His attachment to the Craft is shown by
the fact that he has been Master of a Lodge, the Principal of a Chap-
ter, and is now Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of
England, by the appointment of his friend, the Earl of Ripon,
Grand Master :

‘Woovosipg, TyxMouTH, Nov. 15, 1872.
Crarces H. Trrus, Esq:

8ir and Brother,— I have to request you to convey to the Grand Lodge of
Magsachusetts, my thanks for the very interesting volume reporting the Pro-
ceedings of the Grand Lodge for the year 1871, which I have received through
the Secretary of the Grand Lodge of England. Owing to my absence from Lon-
don, this volume has only recently reached me.

The record of the progress of Freemasonry contained in it, cannot fail to be
highly satisfactory to every lover of the Craft, and shows how zealously those
who have presided over it in Massachusetts must have labored in the good cause
of brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.

I cannot address this letter to you without expressing the deep sympathy which
is felt in England for the grievous calamity which has befallen your great city,
for whose re-establishment in prosperity no one can wish more sincerely than,

Yours obediently and fraternally,
Tm:unmm, 8. @. W. of G. L. of England.
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The hour for the election of officers having arrived, the election pro-

ceeded, with one or two friendly exceptions, with great unanimity. -

We give below the entire organization, including the appointments by
the Grand Master, and excepting the business committees, for which
we have not room :

M. W. Sereno Dwight Nickerson, Boston, G. M.; R. W. Percival Lowell Ev-
erett, Boston, D. G. M.; Henry Endicott, Cambridgeport, 8. G. W.; Joseph K.

Bak®er, Dennisport, J. G. W.; John McClellan, Boston, G. T.; Charles H. .

Titus, Boston, Rec. G. Sec.; Chas. W. Moore, Boston, Cor. G. Sec.; R. Mont-
gomery Field, Boston, Dist. D. G. M. Dist. No. 1; Selwin Z. Bowman, Somer-
ville, Dist. No. 2; Chas. J. Danforth, Boston, Dist. No. 3; Chas. A. Welch,
Waltham, Dist. No. 4; Geo. H. Pierson, Salem, Dist. No. 5; Joseph Sidney
Howe, Methuen, Dist. No. 6.; Henry P. Perkins, Lowell, Dist. No. 7; Edward
J. Sawyer, Gardner, Dist. No. 8; Daniel Upton, South Adams, Dist. No.9;
William J. Sawin, M. D., Chicopee Falls, Dist. No. 10; Joseph B. Knox, Wor-
cester, Dist. No. 11; George E. Stacy, Milford, Dist. No. 12; James Utley,
Taunton, Dist. No. 13; Abraham H. Howland, Jr., New Bedford, Dist. No. 14;
Joseph P. Johnson, Provincetown, Dist. No. 15; Edward Avery, Braintree, Dist.
No. 16; Smith B. Harrington, Medford, Dist. No. 17 ; John Wetherbee, Warren,
Dist. No. 18; William A. Williams, Valparaiso, Dep. for Chili, 8. A.; William
C. Blanchard, Shanghai, Dep. for China; W. Rev. Alonzo H. Quint, D. D,,
New Bedford, W. Rev. Joshua Young, Fall River, G. Chaps.; W. William H.
Chessman, Boston, G. Mar.; W. Moses G. Lyon, Fitchburg, 8. G. D.; W.
John Viall, Somerville, J. G. D.; W. Theodore Adams, Lowell, S. G. S.; W.
James H. Bouvé, Cohasset, W. Henry C. Willson, Worcester, W. John F. New-
ton, Boston, J. G. Sds.; W. Henry Austin Whitney, Boston, G. Sword-Bearer;
W. Lovell Bicknell, East Weymouth, G. Standard-Bearer; W. Jobn M. Rodo-
canachi, Boston, W. Daniel T. V. Huntoon, Canton, Grand Purs.; W. E. Dana
Bancroft, Ayer, W. Cephas Brigham, Auburndale, W. Chas. M. Avery Chelsea,
G. Lects.; Bro. Howard M. Dow, Boston, G. Organist; Bro. Frederick A.
Pierce, Boston, Grand Tyler.

Boarp oF Direcrors.— M. W. Sereno Dwight Nickerson, ex officio; R. W.
William Sutton; R. W. William 8. Gardner; R. W. Percival L. Everett; Bro.
George O. Carpenter; R. W. William F. Salmon; R. W. Charles Levi Wood-
bury; R. W. Samuel C. Lawrence; R. W. Henry Endicott.

The committee to whom the subject was referred, reported in favor
of the healing of Wm. H. Clemence of Lowell, who had been unlaw-
fully made a Mason in North Carolina. The report was adopted.

The committee on misrepresentations of a former Grand Officer to
the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, in the case of Seth Winslow, re-
ported ¢ that the conduct of Bro. Thornton in this regard was wholly
unmasonic, and a manifest interference with the relations subsisting be-

tween the two Grand Bodies, of which this Grand Lodge, in justice to
[ ]
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herself and her sister Grand Lodge, is bound to take notice. They
therefore report, that this misconduct of Bro. Thornton, as shown by
the official record and correspondence, is such as to render him un-
worthy of permanent membership in this Grand Lodge.” The report
was accepted ; whereupon a motion was made that the name of the
delinquent be stricken from the roll of permanent members, which
motion was laid on the table until the March communication,
and the Secretary was directed to notify the defendant of its
pendency.

Several proposed amendments of the Constitution were received and
referred, and will come up for action at the next communication.

The committee on the petition of Jonathan H. Cobb of Dedham,
praying to be restored to the rights and privileges of Freemasonry, re-
ported in favor of granting the petition, on his complying with the con-
ditions named in their report. Adopted.

R. W. Bro. Dean submitted a long and able report on the * subject
of limiting the jurisdiction of Lodges to the territory originally given
them by their Charters.” The report concludes by recommending cer-
tain amendments of the Constitutions, which were referred to a com-
mittee, and will come up for action at the next session. We shall
refer to this report again.

‘Worshipful Bro. Rodocanachi in behalf’ of the committee having in
charge ¢ a document relating to the financial interests of the Grand
Lodge,” offered a report recommending that no immediate action be
taken on the subject, which report was adopted.

There was some other business transacted, but mostly of a local
character.

On the following day, Thursday the 12th, a special communication
of the Grand Lodge was held, for the exemplification of the Ritual by
the Grand Lecturers. Between six and seven hundred brethren were
present, including most of the Masters and Wardens in the juris-
diction.

On Wednesday the 27th, the Grand Lodge was again assembled, for
the installation of its officers, and the celebration of the Feast of St.
John. The day was an exceedingly stormy one, and the roads were so
completely blocked up with heavy snow drifts, that few brethren from
the interior towns were able to reach the city. The attendance was
therefore comparatively small. The occasion, however, passed off in
an agreeable and satisfactory manner.

D
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THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA.

It may not be generally known to our readers that there exists in
England at the present time & branch of the Order of Malta, or St.
John of Jerusalem, of which His Grace the Duke of Manchester is
Grand Prior. We do not understand, however, that it has any con-
nection with or relations to Freemasonry. Bro. Holmes in the London
Freemason tells us ¢ that between the years 1826 and 1831 an English

langue was organized under the authority of the French Knights” of

this Order. He also tells us that during the Congress of Vienna.
¢ geveral Knights formed a General Chapter at Paris under the Prince
de Rohan,” and petitioned the Congress for the sovereignty of an
island in lieu of Malta, but without success. Another correspondent
in the same paper says that these ¢ several Knights” were appointed
by a Chapter General, assembled at Paris in 1814, and formed a
commission which was confirmed by the Pontificial Bull of Pope Pius
VII on the 10th of August in that year, and was recognized by the
then Sacred Council of the Order, by an instrument dated the 9th of
October following, addressed to seven distinguished Baillis, and Com-
manders of the Order, including the Prince de Rohan. This Com-
mission, he further tells us, treated on behalf of the whole Order at
the Congress of Vienna in 1814, and with the French King and
Chambers in 1816, and again at the Congress of Verona in 1822.
The English langue as it now exists, was revived by articles of Con-
vention, dated the 11th of June 1826, and the 24th of August and 15th
of October 1832, made by the Knights then composing the French
Commission, at Chapters representing five out of the eight divisions
of the Order, and has pursued an unobtrusive career to the present
day. The roll of membership does not probably exceed one hundred
and fifty names, but among the number are many which are histori-
cally distinguished. The revenue is devoted to the relief of conval-
escent patients of some of the hospitals, as well as to other objects,
having for their intention the benefit of suffering fellows, ¢ whilst its
aid in the cause of the sick and wounded during the recent calami-
tous war, and the brave and indefatigable exertions of many of its
members both abroad and at home,” are well known. Thus it will
be seen that although the Order as it now exists in England, may
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have no connection with Freemasonry, it is doing, to the extent of its
ability, the work of its ancient prototype, with which Freemasonry has
always claimed affinity.

In a subsequent article, Bro. Holmes says, that in 1831 a Chapter
was held in England, when Sir Robert Peat was elected Grand Prior ;
and on the 24th of February 1834 proceedings were taken before Sir
Thomas Denman, Chief Justice of England, ¢ when the Grand Prior
formally revived the Corporation of the English langue under the
Royal Letters Patent of King Philip and Queen Mary. Porter, who
states this, adds the following significant paragraph: ¢ Grave doubts
exist as to the legitimacy of the revived branch of the English langue.
The authorities in supreme governance over the Order at Rome deny
its validity, and refuse to recognize it as an integral branch of the
venerable Order of St. John. It would be well, therefore, if such
steps could be taken as should decide the question, and remove the
uncertainty which at present exists on the matter.’”

The reader of general history, or of the early volumes of this
magazine, need hardly to be informed that on the 10th of June 1798,
Malta was unexpectedly attacked by Bonaparte when on his expedi-
tion to Egypt, and that the Knights capitulated without resistance.
Thus, aftet having been in possession of the Order for a period of
268 years, during which time it had successfully defied and resisted
the combined military force of the Moslem power, the Island fell,—
as the Island of Rhodes fell, through the treachery of some recreant
members of the Order,— an unresisting prey before the conquering
arm of the mighty leader of Christian armies.

It is probably true that the Knights in whose possession the
Island then was, were no longer those hardy and devout soldiers of
the Cross, who for ages inspired terror among the Mussulmans, and
who were justly considered the heroic outguards of Christendom ;
and it may also be true, as Lockhardt says, that they had sunk deep
in indolence and pleasure; yet, had not Bonaparte successfully tam-
pered with, corrupted, and secured a party among those Knights who
were his own countrymen — and thus produced division of counsel
and distraction in the garrison — it may be safely assumed that Caf-
farelli would not have had occasion to say to him, as he did, on
entering the rocky barriers of La Vallette, ¢ It is well, General, that
there was some one within to open the gates for us. Had there been
no garrison at all, the business might have been less easy.” In this
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instance, French treachery did what French valor might not have been
able to effect. ' .

‘We have not space this month to consider the disputed relations
of this Branch of Knighthood to Freemasonry; but be the relations
what they may, it is pleasant to know that the Order still has, nom-
inally, at least, a political as well as a Masonic existence.

IS COLOR A MASONIC DISQUALIFICATION?.

The following circular letter of the Grand Master of Masons in Con-
necticut fully answers the question :

or CONNECTICUT,
Geeexwicr, Coxx., Dec. 16, 5872.

To the Secretary of —— Lodge, F. and A. M. :

DEeAR Sir AND BroTHER : — Yours of Dec. 18, is just at hand, in which you
state that a mulatto thirty-five years of age has made application to the above
Ledge for the degrees of Masonry, and that your Lodge has directed you to en-
quire my opinion, ¢ whether the Lodge can entertain his petition or not, or does
his color debar him? ” I had supposed that the status of the colored man as re-
spects the Masonic institution was well settled. Masonry embraces within its
folds men of all nations, sects, color and religion. Its boast has always been its
universality, its capability of embracing in one common bond of brotherhood the
whole family of man. We do not read that any stone was rejected at the build-
ing of King Solomon’s Temple, which is the symbol of our own brotherhood,
because of its color. Color is a matter of Zaste. It is manhood which Masonry
respects and esteems, not color or external appearance. The internal and ex-
ternal qualifications of a candidate are well defined. Color is not one of them.
These can neither be abridged nor extended. The whole matter rests in the dis-
cretion of the Lodge when a petition is presented by a person possessing all these
qualifications.

The harmony of the Lodge cannot be disturbed if every member does his duty
by voting upon all applications; and if any brother believes the introduction of
any candidate, white, yellow or black, will create discord in the Craft, it is his
privilege, nay more, it is his duty, to cast a black ball and reject him. My
answer, then, in short, is that the color of the candidate has nothing to do with
his eligibility for the degrees of Masonry, however much this fact may influence
the brethren in the question of the desirabl of & iation with them (per-
sons of color) in our Lodges. Fraternally yours,

L. A. Lockwoop, G. M.

OrriceE or THE GRAND MASTER OF MAsonsg
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A FREEMASON’S ADVENTURE ABROAD.

Freemasonry has been steadily advancing in the estimation of the
world, notwithstanding the opposition it has from time to time re-
ceived from those unacquainted with its principles and beauties. There
cannot be the slightest doubt that as the masses become more enlight-
ened, the prejudices against the art will be gradually removed and
it fully appreciated. The benefits the Order has conferred upon man-
kind in general, no one, unless governed by a cynical mind, can call in
question. Its moral doctrines and charitable tendencies have, times
out of number, been amply illustrated in the innumerable deeds of its
members in all parts of the globe. The area of its operations is indeed
great, and is unequalled by that of any other institution. Kreema-
sonry, it must be allowed, has considerably modified the sufferings of
poor humanity, succqred the disabled and unfortunate, and given other
substantial proofs of its goodness. Whether in the almost impenetra-
ble depths of an Australian bush, the deep jungles of an Indian forest,
upon the arid plains of the desert,in the wilds of South America, in
the snowy tracts of Siberia, or, in fact, in any remote part of the
earth, Freemasonry has made itself known, and exercised its mystical
and kindly influences. It would be a task pleasing to the writer to
prepare from authoritative sources an account of a few of the many
interesting incidents associated with the Masonic profession, and
would be a graceful tribute to an art with which royalty has not
thought it infra dig. to identify itself. The following will, we think,
be read with interest by the Fraternity at large, and by the friends
and acquaintances of the unfortunate adventurer: .

Bro. A. F. Forrest, who is & member of the Vitruvian Lodge, No.
87, in travelling recently through France and Spain met with a
serious mishap, which nearly involved the loss of his life. It appears
that our Brother was compelled by professional engagements to under-
take a journey with his two sons in a diligence from Gerona to Pam-
peluna, in Spain, between which places many lawless characters are
pursuing with impunity their nefarious practices upon travellers and
others. Having passed the second station on the road from Gerona,
the diligence was stopped by an armed band of Carlists, and the pas-

seugers plundered of everything they possessed. The remonstrances
k3 .
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of the travellers were in vain, and only aggravated the case, for the
ruffians in the most cowardly mabner threatened them with violence if
they did not quietly submit to the indignities to which they were sub-
jected. Bro. Forrest endeavored to conceal a large amount of money
with which he had provided himself for personal expenses during his
tour, but was detected in his design, for one rascal seized the prop-
erty instantly and conveyed it to his own pocket. He pleaded hard
for a part of the sum to assist him on his way, but to no purpose,
for the plunderers were too eager to secure every article they could
discover. Deeming sileuce to be the most prudent course to adopt
in getting out of the dilemma, he ceased to parley any further with
the insolent robbers. Bro. Forrest did not estimate the danger he
was in, for one of the band suddenly taking hold of the barrel of a gun,
aimed a terrific blow at our Brother’s head. The butt end struck Bro.
Forrest upon his forehead cutting a frightful wound and felling him to
the ground. He was thereby rendered insensible for a time. The
ruffian offered no further violence and soon after retired with his com-
rades. Bro. Forrest managed to reach Pampeluna, and found himself
in a very unenviable position — with no money or friends except his
family. Paingd by the wound, and perplexed by events, he scarcely
knew kow to surmount the difficulty that had sv unexpectedly over-
taken him. Having been informed of the benevolent character of the
mayor of the town, he determined to make application to him for
advice and assistance. He went. Judge the thrill of joy he experi-
enced upon discovering that this official belonged to the ¢ mystic tie.”
The result was that his newly-found Brother behaved in the most
handsome manner possible by rendering him such pecuniary aid as
enabled him to discharge a greater part of the expenses incurred by
his return to England, besides giving him words of good counsel.
Our Brother, during his temporary stay in the town, was introduced
to several members belonging to the Lodge of which the mayor is a
member. The name of the Lodge is Les Amis de la Parfait Union.
His reception was cordial in the extreme, and will never, so he in-
formed us, be effaced from the tablet of his memory. Well done!
good Mayor! we say. Your kindness has already been communicat-
ed to the Lodge to which Bro. Forrest belongs, and is appreciated as
it deserves to be by every member. Our Brother, on his way to
England, secured an audience with Lord Lyons, the English* consul
in Paris, and was treated by that functionary with great courtesy.
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Bro. Forrest having narrated his misfortunes, received very material
assistance in a financial point of view from his lordship.. Such is
an Englishman’s Masounic experience abroad.— Norwich (England)
Argus, Dec. 7, 1872.

-

GRAND CONCLAVE OF ENGLAND.

This distinguished body of Knights Templars held an important com-
munication at London on the 18th of December last. The meeting
was largely attended by the present and past officers of the body, and
delegates from the Grand Encampment of Ireland. The principal and
clearly the most important business that came up before the body for
consideration, was a tripartite treaty which it appears had been en-
tered into between the Grand Conclaves of England, Ireland and Scotland,
on the 13th of March 1871, having for its object a union of the three
bodies under one head and one executive government. The committee
having the matter in charge, submitted the statutes which had been
agreed upon by the Commission under the treaty between England and
Ireland, Scotland having withdrawn. We have not yet received a
copy of these statutes, aud do not therefore clearly understand what
changes they contemplate, or what powers they confer upon the new
executive government of the Order. It was however stated in the de-
bate, that they ¢ make no material alteration in the internal organiza-
tion of the Order in the respective kingdoms, nor otherwise, beyond the
nomenclature, which has been taken from historical authority.” What
the changes in the nomenclature are, we are not informed, further than
that the united body is hereafter to be known as the ¢ Convent-Gener-
al” of the Order for England, Ireland and the British Dependencies,
over which His Royal Highress the Prince of Wales is to preside as
Grand Prior. We gather further from the debate, though with not
much certainty, that the rank of ‘¢ Grand Cross” is to be recognized,
~ and the Commanders of Encampments are to be known as ‘‘ Knight
Commanders.” But the most important of these changes is the elimi-
nation of the word, Masonic as heretofore used in connection with the
word Knights, and the abrogation of the Royal Arch degree, as a pre-
requisite qualification for admission to the Order. The importance of
this last change, as affecting ‘the relations between the Order in Eng-
land and America, we fear was not well considered, for under the
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organization of the Order in this country — and there is very
rospect of its being materially altered — the Knightly inter-
between the members, must necessarily be very limited. It was
itly emburrassed before, but the present movement presents an
able difficulty, which, we are of opinion, can be removed only
calcitration by the party raising it. It is true that our English
a of the Order may, if so disposed, qualify themselves for ad-
into the American Commanderies, by taking upon themselves
rcallery degrees required as pre-requisites to admission into
Many brethren in the adjacent Provinces will undoubtedly do
d indeed they. have alre@dy taken, or are in the act of taking,
:ps a8 will relieve them from this obstacle to a free intercourse
eir brethren on this side of the line. But it is hardly to be as-
that the Sir Knights in England, or Irelund, or any of the more
British Provinces, will be likely to follow their example, even
opportunity of doing so be within their reach. We shall wait
me interest for the receipt of the statutes themselves, or for
details. and close for the present by simply expressing our re-
the action of our English brethren, The meddling with and
1g the long established forms in any of the branches of Masonry,
fail to result in more mischief than good.
Grand Conclave at the above meeting granted Warrants for four
icampments, two in England, one at Mt. Hope, Ontario, Cana-
another at Bangalove, in the Province of Madras, India. It
ted an address of condolence to His Majesty the King of Sweden,
and Master of the Temple in that country, on the death of his
the late King.

'MON’S TEMPLE IN THE VIENNA EXHIBITION.

cis Langer, a sculptor of Kaaden, but born at Weipert, began
1e model of Solomon’s Temple out of lime-tree wood, according
details given by the historian, Josephus Flavius. For thirty
» worked unceasingly at this laborious work, and at length died
, at the age of seventy-two. His son continued the unfinished
itil his death, in 1858. Two citizens of Kaaden then took the
in hand, and, partly by working at it themselves, and partly by
others to follow the plans and details left behind by Langer,
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succeeded in effecting it. The completed work takes up a space of
three hundred and twenty-five square feet. The present owners ap-
plied to the directors of the Vienna Exhibition as to whether they might
exhibit it, and, after some little delay, received a reply that space
should be reserved for it. This result of their labor during so many
years requires twenty-eight cases to pack it in, and will now be for-
warded to the exhibition in Vienna.— Keystone.

SPENCER LODGE, SPENCER.

This is a new Lodge, located in the pleasant and flourishing town of
Spencer, in the county of Worcester, and having worked its year of
probation under a dispensation, and received a Charter from the Grand
Lodge, was duly constituted by the M. W. Grand Master and his offi-
cers, on Tuesday the 7th of January ult.

The Grand Lodge present consisted of

M. W. Sereno D. Nickerson, G. M. ; Percival L. Everett, D. G. M. ;
Henry Endicott, S. G. W. ; Charles W. Moore as J. G. W. ; Heary C.
Willson, as G.. Treas. ; Joseph B. Knox as R. G. Sec.; Chas. H. Ti-
tus, as G, Chap. ; Wm. H. Chessman, Gr. Marshal ; Nelson R. Scott,
Grand Steward ; Sumner Holmes as Grand Steward ; Geo. P. Ladd,
Architect ; Fred. A. Pierce, Grand Tyler.

The Grand Lodge was opened at 4 o’clock P. M., and immedjgtely
proceeded with the dedication of the Masonic apartments to the pur-
poses of Freemasonry, in the usual form and with the usual ceremo-
nies. The constituting of the Lodge immediately followed; at the
conclusion of which ceremony the Grand Lodge took a recess until
the evening ; at which time it assembled in the beautiful hall in the
large and imposing building recently erected in the centre of the village
for public and other purposes. This hall, we understand, is capable of
seating about six hundred persouns. There were probably present on
this occasion between three and four hundred, including ladies and
other invited guests. The ceremonies of Installation were opened with
singing by an excellent quartette. Bro. Edwin A. Hill, Master elect
was then introduced and installed by the Grand Master; the Senior
Warden, Bro. Charles H. Allen was installed by R. W. Henry Endi-
cott, S. G. W.; and the Junior Warden, Bro. Isaac Niles, Jr., was in-

" stalled by R. W. Charles W. Moore as J. G. W. pro tem. The remain-
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the officers were then installed by the M. W. Grand Master, the
sroclamation was made by the Grand Marshal, and the ceremo-
ere closed with prayer by the Grand Chaplain; previous to
, however, the Grand Master addressed fhe brethren and the
ny present in terms and on subjects appropriate to the occasion,
as listened to with great attention and apparent gratification by
dience. The Grand Lodge then retired, and having been closed,
:mbers were immediately conducted to the banqueting hall in the
building, where they were joined by some two hundred ladies and
men in a bountiful and well spread banquet, and where an hour
rent in a very pleasant way. The speakers at the table, so far as
1 recollect them were, the Grand Master, and Bros. Moore, Knox,
and others.

+ apartments of the new Lodge are admirably well adapted to the
ses for which they are designed, and especially so is the prinei-
I, which is neatly frescoed and handsomely furnished. The Lodge
s composed of young and enterprising brethren, and its future
cts are highly encouraging.

[cOMMUNICATED. ]

A PRAYER.

Peace there, my friends — Let us pray !

Grant us, oh God! that in Thy holy love

The universal people of the world

May grow more great and happy every day,

Mightier, wiser, humbler too towards Thee,

And that all ranks, all classes, callings, states

Of life, so far as such seem right to Thee,

May mingle into one, like sister trees,

And so in one stem flourish : — that all laws,

And powers of government, be based and used

In good, and for the people’s sake : —that each

May feel of consequence to all, . '

And act as though all saw him : that the whole,

The mass of every nation, may so do

As is most worthy of the next to God.

For a whole people’s souls, each one worth more

Than a mere world of matter, makes, combined,

A something God-like, something like to Thee!

We pray Thee for the welfare of all men and all mankind.
Amen.
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MNEMONICS — AGAIN.

Grand Master Nickerson has found it necessary again to issue a cir-
cular to the Lodges in this jurisdiction, cautioning them against, and
forbidding the use of, a spurious catch-penny bock called ¢ Ecce Orienti,
or Rights and Ceremonies of the Essenes,” published at New York by
M. W. Redding & Co., and circulated and sold to ignorant or unsus-
pecting brethren all over the country by strolling pedlars and impostors.
In referring to this, or a similar publication, Bro. Parvin, in the last
number of the Evergreen tells us, that ¢ during the past year we have
several times in our travels in the State (Iowa), fallen in with mounte-
bank peddlers, peddling at one dollar (though asking three) per copy, a
translation into plain English of the mnemonics of Morris — translat-
ed, published and sold for gain, though by whom we do not want to
know.” Now this is just what we do want to know. We want to
know who these peddling impostors are, and by whom they are em-
ployed. If they are Masons they are amenable to the laws of Masonry,
and should at once be expelled from the Institution and exposed to the
contempt and reprobation of their brethren. 1f they are not Masons,
then they are practising a fraud upon the public, aud are amenable to
the civil law as impostors and cheats. Whether the work referred to
by Bro. Parvin is the same as that published by Redding & Co., of
New York, or whether the latter is the work of Morris, under a new
name, we are unable to say, not having made any comparison between
them. It is enough to know that they are both palpable impositions,
and a scandal on the Masonic Institution, which no brother can coun-
tenance or encourege by purchase, use, or otherwise, without subject-
ing himself to the discipline of his Lodge ; for if there be any truth in
either, the publication of which-is a Masonic offence (as in this case it
clearly would be), then the purchaser, knowing this, makes himself a
party to that offence, and, in legal phrase, may be punished as an acces-
sory after the fact,— he stands in the relation of a receiver of stolen
goods. If, on the other hand, there be no truth in either, then the pur-
chaser, knowing this, makes himsclf an aider and abettor to the circu-
lation of a public imposition and scandal on the Institution, for which
lie may be held amenable to its laws. The M. W. Grand Master of
Vermont takes this same view of the subject when, in his circular,
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cantioning his Lodges against this class of books, he recommends them
¢ to bring to trial and expel from Masonry any brethren found circu-

lating “them, whether residents or not.” The phrase ¢ circulating

them,” as here used by the Grand Master, does not necessarily imply

the selling of them ; it admits of no such limitation; the repeating of
a libel for the purposes of its author, or in any way to carry out his in-

tention, is as much a libel as the first publication of it. So, in the

present case, the purchaser, ¢ whether resident or not,” who buys one

of these books, and exhibits or lends it to another, and thereby aids in
its circulation, is carrying out the intention of the original seller, and
becomes a party to the offence; for which, the Grand Master recom-
mends, * he should be brought to trial and expelled from Masonry.”
We agree to this, and for more urgent reasons than can be properly
given here; and most sincerely trust that this second appeal of
Grand Master Nickerson to the honor and duty of the brethren under’
his jurisdiction, in behalf of the purity and integrity of our beloved In-
stitution, will meet with better success than did his first, and that he
will never again be mortified by the occurrence of any necessity for ap-
pealing to his brethren on the subject.

,
’

EEE" OFFICE OF WORSHIPFUL MASTER.

Grand Master, Kansas, says:

¢ The office of Master is no sinecure. He who desires the place
must train, and be trained by general no less than by special instruc-
tion. It is not enough for him to be able to perform the mere routine
business of that chair. His life should be blameless, his perceptions
clear, his knowledge varied ; he should ‘be thoroughly versed in our
laws, usages and precedents; and his manners such as to inspire re-
spect and invite confidence. Let there be added calmness in judging
and decision in execution, and before you stands the man whom to call
Master will bring no blush to your cheek, or shame to your brow.

¢t The Master of a Lodge is known and regarded as the representative
man of those over whom he presides. His conduct is open to public
scrutiny — his acts and words elicit criticism — and if the public judg-
ment is against him, the whole Lodge, be its members ever so upright,
are sure to suffer, and with him incur public reprobation. Yet this
need not be. Why, then, do Masons tolerate such a condition of
things? The ballot, free and untrammeled, is yours. Judiciously ex-
ercise your inalienable prerogative, and the victory will result in moral
freedom.”
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BERMUDA.

[ ]

The Loyalty Lodge, No. 358, located at Ireland Island, Bermuda,
held a pleasant reunion at their hall, in November last, W. Bro. John
C. Tucker, presiding, when the brethren belonging to Her Majesty’s
ship, Royal Alfred, which had just returned from a cruise, but which
was on the eve of leaving the station, presented to the Lodge, through
the Past Prov. Gr. Chap. for Devon, a handsome set of ‘ tracing °
boards,” as a token of their esteem and gratitude, and ‘ that they were
not indifferent to the fraternal good will and hospitable welcome with
which they were ever received within the walls of that Lodge.” The
gift was very handsomely received by the Master of the Ludge, and the
occasion was of course a very agreeable one to all parties.

ENGLAND.

The Roman Catholic chaplain of the North Camp Church at Alder-
shot, Eng., has been denouncing Freenlasonry in characteristic terms,
and threatens to excommunicate and deny Christian burial to the Ma~
sonic members of his church! For which folly he is severely de-
nounced in the local paper, by a prominent member of his own denom-
ination.

The Annual Masonic ball at Liverpool was given on the 14th of Jan-
uary, and was largely attended by the Brethren and their ladies.

St. John the Baptist Lodge, No. 39, at Exeter, celebrated its one
hundred and fortieth anniversary on the 26th of December last. The
festival was largely attended and passed off pleasantly.

The Lodge of Fortitude, one of the oldest in the kingdom, cclebrated
the annual Festival of St. John the Evangelist, on the 30th of De cem
ber, at which time its officers were installed. The Lodge of Fur-
ness at Ulberstone, also celebrated the Festival of St. John the Evan-
gelist, on the 27th, at the Masonic Temple in that place, as did also the
Lodge 8t. David at Berwick, on the 31st, and St. Peters at Tiverton on
the 27th. We are pleased to perceive that our English brethren s0
generally observe this festal day of the Order.

4 [ J
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S8COTLAND,
odge of St. John at Melrose, Scotland (fonnded 1136), held
1al meeting and out-door promenade and torchlight procession
1erable Abbey Ruin, on the evening of the 27th of December
lohn’s Day. The dinuer took place at the ‘Abbey Hotel, and
aken of by about a hundred brethren. Bro. Boston, of Gat-
ras elected G. M. for the year. The title of Grand Master,
Worshipful Master, may seem strange to the reader, but this
self-supporting, and independent of all others, and does not
any other authority in Scotland ; claiming earlier date than
of Kilwinning Lodge, usually regarded as the mother Lodge
gdom.
IRELAND.
ner-stone of a new Masonic Hall, was laid at Ballarat, on the
ctober. The occasion was quite a gala day. Business was
ipended, and the city was dressed in flags. “‘The procession,”
local paper, ‘¢ was a very imposing one, the insignia of the
‘emplars, with the banners and symbols of the Order, showing
dvantage while on the line of march. The day was fine, the
was gone through with that order and regularity which dis-
Masonic gatherings, and if the work is carried to its com-
it has been begun, it will not be long before a hall will be
Ballarat which will be a credit to the Order.”

RUSSIA. :
be interesting to literary Masons to note the appearance in
a book of historical materials relating to the Fraternity. On
ission of Freemasonry in that country, all the Lodge furniture
ia of the Russian Freemasons were seized and deposited in
: Library at Moscow, together with the archives of the vari-
8. M. Pypin, a well-known and laborious student of Russian

18 recently collected these together, and has published them °

title of ¢ Materials for the History of Masonic Lodges.”
this cannot be regarded as any indication of a change in the
he Russian Government towards the Fraternity, it is at least
1y to note the appearance of such a work without any opposi-
e part of the authorities. So long, however, as Russian soci-
ues to be eaten through, as it is, with numerous secret politi-
es, it is vain to anticipate any change in the views of the
nt.— Kenneth R. H. Mackenzie.
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BURYING WITH THE FEET TO THE EAST.

Chambers’ Encyclopedia has the following explanation of the custom
of burial with the feet toward the east :

“ The custom of venerating the east was perpetuated by the early
Christian Church, from various circumstances mentioned in the record.
It was said that Christ had been placed in the tomb with his feet
toward the east, and at the Day of Judgment he should come from the
eastward in the heavens. From these various circumstances, the
building of churches with the chancel to the east, bowing to the east on
uttering the name of Jesus and burying with the feet to the east, were
introduced as customs in the Church. It is a curious instance of the
inveteracy of popular custom, that in Scotland, where everything sav-
ored of ancient usage was set aside as Popish by the reformers, the
practice of burying with the feet to the east was maintained in the
churchyards, nor is it uncommon still to set down Churches with a
scrupulous regard to east and west.. In modern cemeteries in England
and Scotland, no attention appears to be paid to the old punctillio, the
nature of the ground alone being cousidered in the disposition of
graves.”

A CURIOUS MASONIC LEGEND.

The legend that everyone is supposed to know, runs to the effect,
that the four children of Lamech, and his two wives, Adah and Zillah,
founded the beginning of all the sciences in the world. The eldest
son, Jabal, pursued the science of geometry, and abandoneg his flocks
and herds to build with stones and trees ; his brother Jubal founded the
science of music; his brother Tubal Cain founded the smith craft in
all metals; and his sister founded the craft of weaving. Having a
foreknowledge of the punishment about to fall on mankind, they en-
graved their sciences on two stones, so that they might not be lost when
the ¢ vengeance for synn” came. One of these stones was of marble,
in the belief that it would not burn, if fire consumed all else upon the
face of the earth ; the other was ‘‘ clepped laterns,” supposed not to be
able to drown or sink in any water, if a flood should be the means of
destruction.  After the Deluge, the great-grandson of Noah found one
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of these stones, and saw the science on it and taught it to other people.

"« And at the making of the tower of Babylon, there was Masonrye
first made much of” Nimrod was a Mason as well as hunter, it seems,

and fond of his science, or, as we should now say, trade. And when
the city of Nineveh and other cities in the East were built, he sent his
cousin, the King of Nineveh, three-score of Masons to assist him. We
quote the legend: ¢ And when he sent them forth, he gave ‘them a
charge in this manner: That they should be true each of them to the
other, and that they should love truly together, and that they should
serve their lord truly for their pay, so that the master may have wor-
ship, and that long to him. And other more charges he gave them.
And this was the first tyme that ever Masons had any charge of his
science.” From this little band of Masons, bound together as strangers,
in a strange land, possessed of the knowledge of a craft that was be-
yond the understandings of the dwellers in tents, according to this
story, came Freemasonry.

So runs this legend, with patriarchal belongings, surroundings and
discrepancies — its clink of pre-historic tools on pre-Noachian tablets,
and sight of Tyrian shipmen, and scent of cedar forests.

*
IMPORTANCE OF MASONIC LITERATURE.

At no time, indeed, in the history of Freemasonry, has its intellect-
ual character been more justly appreciated than at the present. At no
time have its members, generally, cultivated its science with more as-
siduity. At no time have they been more zealous in endeavoring to
obtain a due enlightenment on all the various topics which its system
comprehends. It is true that Masons still abound who will not read,
and who cannot learn — men who, ignorant of history, its antiquities,
its philosophy, still believe that a knowledge of the signs and acquaint-
ance with the mere phraseology of its lectures, constitute the sum and
substance of Masonic wisdom. But such men are beginning to be
considered by their more studious brethren as mere drones in the hive
of Masonry. Those who desire to hold a high position among their
brethren, and to claim the title of ¢¢ Bright Masons,” must labor with
that ¢ freedom, fervency and zeal,” which dlstmgmshed our ancxent
brethren for the acquisition of knowledge.
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There cannot be a question of doubt that the higher elevation of the
Society, and its consequent popularity, is to be attributed to the well
digested publications which have appeared on the subject of Freema-
sonry. To assist in sustaining this elevation of position for the Fra-
ternity, should be the duty of every brother, for thereby he secures the
means of advancing his own intellectual progress as a Mason. We,

therefore, call on Crafismen desirous of genuine progress, to sustain

liberally a Masonic Press. If they do they will be more learned than
formerly in all that relates to the scifflice of the Society, its origin, its
history and its objects.— Mystic Star. '

LITERARY NOTICES.

SCRIBNER’S MONTHLY.

A more readable number than the February of this excellent magazine, has
perhaps never been issued. There is a strange story by Miss Phelps, ¢ Since [
Died;” a puzzling account by Noah Brooks of what he calls ¢ The San Rafael
Phalanstery ; ” and a curious discussion by Philip Hamerton, the English art-
critic, of ¢“ One phase of the Marriage Question.” An interesting account of
“ A Court Ball at the Hague,” is given by Albert Rhodes. Adeline Trafton con-
tributes a new story entitled ¢ Little Miss Frere.” The number opens with an
entertaining and instructive article on ¢¢ The Tehuantepec Ship Canal,” by A. S.
Twombly. Dr. Holland continues his serial story of ¢ Arthur Bonnicastle.”
George Mac Donald, so well known to the literary public, has written a poem for
the present number entitled ¢ A Vision of St. Eligius.” Other striking poems
are ‘‘Opne Night,” by Amanda Jones;” ¢ Covert,” by H. H., and ¢ For
Thoughts ” by Celia Thaxter. The Topics of the Time contains a variety of
wholesome reading, as does the Old Cabinet and the other editorial departments.
The publishers advertise the November and December numbers sent free to all

subscribers for 1873. Price $4.00 per annum. Sold by A. Williams & Co.,
booksellers, Boston.

THE INDUSTRIAL MONTHLY

For January has made its appearance upon our table. This journal has now
entered upon the fourth year of its existence, and may be considered one of the
established publications of the day. It is a thirty-two page quarto, replete with
useful information for the library, the shop and the household. No machine
manufacturer, builder, engineer,— in a word, no worker in the-industrial field
should be without it. It is published at $1.50 per year —single numbers 15
cents — by the 1ndustrial Publication Company, 176 Broadway, New York.

PEIERS’ MUSICAL MONTHLY.

No. 66 for February, comes promptly to hand, and is, as usual, overflowing
with melody. This magazine is furnished at the low price of $3 per year, and
contains more music in a single monthly number than can be bought in sheet
form for double that sum. As a Trial Trip, the publisher offers to send, post-
Daid, three back numbers of 1872 for 60 cents, or six back numbers for $1. Ad-
dress J. L. Peters, 599 Broadway, New York.
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| TIONAL MASONIC REVIEW.

‘e received the first number of Bro. F. G. Tisdall’'s new semi-monthly
published at New York under the above title, and while we give it a
lcome, we most heartily wish its talented editor all success in his new

Bro. Johu W. Simons has charge of the local department, and his
r with the workings of the institution in the city of New York, will
n to give a large local interest to the work. Terms $3.00 a year.

fRGREEN.

:ret to learn that this excellent monthly, published at Davenport, and
d by Bros. Parvin and Langridge, Grand Secretaries of the Grand
[owa, has been suspended f@the want of the support it deserved. The

iscreditable one in a Masonic point of view. The Philadelphia Key-

oticing the suspension, says if we could reach the ears of the brethren
e, we would say to them,—‘ Take and be a constant reader of the
1ewspaper or monthly that is published in your jurisdiction. Itis
r you, and in your ¢nterest, and if you do not take it, you throw away
anity to know the current Masonic news of the day, and to materially
'our knowledge of the science of Masonry.’’

S MAGAZINE.

bruary number of this work contains its usual variety of interesting and
e articles. It opens with an entertaining paper by A. E. Coleman, on
the Diamond Fields,” characteristically illustrated. Herbert Tuttle
'8 & very interesting sketch of the Mont-de-Piéte — the pawn-broking
1 of Paris. The illustrated sketch of Mary, Queen of Scots, by Lyman
i a thrilling narrative. ¢ The Life of an Eastern Woman,” by Mr.
Leon, formerly American Consul General in Egypt, is an entertaining
on of a subject of which little is accurately known by Western nations.
.eade’s fascinating story, ‘“ A Simpleton,” still continues. Wilkie Col-
w Magdalen” and Miss Thackeray’s ¢ Old Kensington ” still hold their
the reader. Besides the serials, there are two excellent short stories—
ind Estray,” and ‘¢ One Quiet Episode.” The poetry of the number is by
jaxe, Mary Nutting, Rose Terry and others. The editorial departments
id interesting. Price $4.00 a year. Sold by A. Williams & Co., Book-
oston.

AXY.

cellent magazine for February is full of interest. Its articles are well
iteresting and instructive. It numbers among its contributors writers
1d those who stand high in popular favor. Among its articles we find
the Plains,” by Gen. G. A. Custer; ** From London to New York,” by
oughs; ¢ The Life and Writings of Emily Bronte;” ¢ Women as Com-
' ¢« The Saddest Words of All,” by Lucy Hooper; ‘¢ A Vagabond Hero-
Irs. Edwards; ¢ Love’s Falsehood,” by Mrs. Graham, and mhny others
nterest. The cditorial departments are ably managed, and contain
rreat interest, as well as being instructive. The subscription price of
y is $4.00 a year, invariably in advance. Two copies will be sent for
old by A. Williams & Co., Corner 3ookstore, Washington St., Boston.

glad to welcome the Boston Freemason's Monthly Magazipe again on

We hardly believed it possible that the Craft of Massachusetts could
Magazine to die out of existence. We congratulate R W. Bro. Moore
ble to revive this — one of the best Masonic journals in the United
fay its 32d Volume be merely the dawning of a more successful and
areer.— N. Y. Courier.
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MISCELLANEA.

HELP THE POOR.

The cold weather at this season of the year bids us remember the poor, which,
indeed, the benevolence of this community is not backward to do. In this con-
nection it is proper to state the interesting fact that our large-liearted Brother,
the Rev. E. M. P. Wells, of St. Stephen’s Church, during the years of his min-
istry, has distributed $175,000 to the poor. This amount has come to him as
freewill offerings of small as well as large sums, the widow’s mite as well as the
rich man’s gift, and always without personal solicitation. St. Stephen’s Chapel
and St. Stephen’s House, both of which were destroyed by the late fire, have for
many years been a home where the poor, of whatever denomination, could apply
for both spiritual consolation and physical relief, and from whnich none were ever
taraed aside unrelieved. Dr. Wells, though driven away from his old home, is
still pursuing his benevolent labors, and may be found at No. 14 Oxford St., for
the present, where donations may be sent as heretofore.

INSTALLATION — CAMBRIDGE.

The officers of Cambridge Royal Arch Chapter were publicly installed on the
evening of the 10th of January, as follows: M. E. lligh Priest, Seymour B.
Snow; E. King, Wm. L. Lathrop; E. Scribe, True Scales; Chaplain, Rev. Wm.
A. Start; Treas., J. Warren Cotton; Secretary, Geo. L. Cade: C. of the Host,
Wm. E. Andrews; P. Soj., Darwin C. Goodale; R. A. Capt., Austin Bigelow;
M. of Third Veil, J. Frank Giles; M. of Second Veil, James A. Martin; M. of
Third Veil, Edwin L. Haley; 8. Stew., Freeland S. Holmes ; Jun. Stew., Edgar
F. @lunt; Organist, Henry S. Andros; Tyler, Eben Towle. The ceremonies
were performed in the presence of about one huadred Companions and ladies,
and were interspersed with fine singing by the Temple Quartette Club.

PHOTOGRAPHY.

Mr. J. W. Black, the celebrated photographer of this city, has recently com-
pleted a series of fine views of the ruins of the late destructive fire in Boston.
These views were originally photographed on a large scale, from which other
views of smaller dimensions have been taken. Nothing can be more graphic or
present a finer description of the devastating ravages of the great conflagration.
As specimens of photographic art they are not excelled by any similar work that
has fallen under our notice. Mr. Black has been long celebrated for the exact-
Dess, beauty and artistic finish of his persunal and other photographs, in which
branch of his art he has few if any superiors.

WINSLOW LEWIS LODGE, BOSTON.

Organization 1872-3. Joseph Winsor, M.; L. Cushing Kimball, Sen. W.;
Geo. R. Marble, Jun. W.; John F. Mills, Treas.; Alonzo P. Jones, Sec.; Benj.
F. Br.own, A. Sec.; Rev. Wm. R. Alger, Chap.; John C. Farnham, Mar.; Geo.
E. Otis, 8. Dea.; John A. Conkey. J. Dea.; Clarence J. Blake, S, Stew- ; Geo.
D. Fenno, J. Stew.; Edward E. Clark, Sen.; Eben F. Gay, Tyler. Committee
on Charity, Richard A. Newell; Geo. K. Guild; Members’ Committee, Clement
A Walker; Benjamin Dean; Benjamin F. Brown. Library Committee, Chas.
Levi Waoodbury ; Sereno D. Nickerson. Committee on Sodality Room, Andrew
G. Smith; Benj. F. Brown; Wm. H. Chessman.

OFFICERS OF OXFORD LODGE, OXFORD, MASS., 1872-3.

E. W. Bardwell, W. M.; A. W. Long, S. W.; H. W. Patman, & W.; D.
Rich, Treas.; G. H. Baker, Sec.; C. P. Dodge, 8. D.; C. Putnam, J. D.; R.
G. Huling, Chap. ; J. Dart, Mar.; A. Young, S. 8.; H. S. Brady, J. S,; B. D.
Allen, Tyler; L. H. Cudworth, Organist and Musical Director.
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P:nsnnnoﬁ, Pa.— The Ancient and Accepted Masons of Pittsburgh, Pa., are
gaged in fitting up a new suite of rooms for the purposes of the Rite. The
st will be from $10,000 to $15,000, paid for by individual subscriptions.

InposiTioN.—The Grand Master of Nebraska has issued a circular under date
n. 1, cautioning the Lodges and Masonic brethren generally against purchasing
:kets in what is called a ¢ Grand Gift Concert,” to be given at Omaha in April
ixt, ¢ for the purpose of aiding in the erection of a Masonic Temple ” at that
ace. He denounces lotteries and gift enterprises generally, as unmasonic and
'serving reproof and discipline.

BosToN ‘ FREEMASONS’ MONTHLY MAGAZINE.”— It has given us great pleas-
e to receive the January number of this veteran organ of Freemasonry, and we
e glad to learn that Bro. Charles W. Moore henceforth will be its publisher as
211 as editor, thus giving to it his undivided attention. The Fraternity in Mas-
chusetts, and throughout the United States as well, should give this old and
21l-tried monthly their cordial support. Terms $2.50 per year. Address Chas.
". Moore, 169 Washington St., Boston.— Phila. Keystone.

Rev. C. C. MasoN, G. Chaplain, in his address at Brunswick, Me., on the 2d
' January, took for the subject of his discourse, ¢ The Masontic Fraternity are
Belief and Theory a Christian Fraternity,” and maintained that ¢ two-fifths
«d probably one-half of all the Masonic membership are members of Christian
urches. Four-fifths and probably nine-tenths adhere to, and in some deree
lieve in Christianity. Two-thirds probably of the Protestant clergymen in the
nited States belong to the Masonic Fraternity, devoted Christians and ardent
asons.”

SuppPorT YoUR PERIODICATS.— For two years we have persistently urged the
embers of our city Lodges to subscribe for all the Masonic journals of the
untry and give them to the library. We have brought it up at annual meet-
gs, and pointed out the delightful advantage of having your cake and eating it
' reading the journal as it comes, and then giving it away to a library which
11 bind and keep it at your service whenever you wish it; and of course you
11 suppose every chance was taken at once! Oh no, the rush wasn’t frightfal.
ne young member of Atlantic Lodge subscribed at once for Moore’s BosTox
AGAZINE, and the other nine hundred and ninety-nine members of the Frater-
ty in this goodly city have been thinking it over for two years and intend to
bscribe — to-morrow! Truly, brethren, ‘¢ procrastination is the soul of bust-
's8 ! — Bro. J. H. Drummond, tn Masonic Token, Portland, Me.

CoMPLIMENTARY.— The Freemason’s Monthly published in Boston, and edited
r Bro. Charles W. Moore, in October last closed its thirty-first volume, and
s discontinued for the want of proper support. Bro. Moore is one of the Ma-
nic veterans of Massachusetts, well skilled in everything pertaining to Ma-
nry, an able and interesting writer, and every way worthy of the confidence of
s brethren. His magazine was edited with marked ability, reliable on all
sints of Masonic law and jurisprudence, and hence of great value to the Craft.
hat he has been compelled to discontinue its publication for such a reason
ould cause the cheek of every Mason in the Old Commonwealth to blush with
ame. It was certainly deserving of a better fate.— Masonic Advocate, Indian-
solis, Ind.

[Our brother of the Advocate will accept our thanks for his kind and generous
ords, and he will further oblige us by saying in his next issue that the magazine
still in existence, and has, we trust, some years of life in reserve for it.]




C. W. MOORE'S
 Pocket Trestle Board
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DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW.

FOR THE USE OF LODGES AND LEARNERS,

This is a small pocket manual, in tuck, of convenient size for the pocket, and contains
all the monitorial parts of the Work and Lectures of the first three degrees, and is espe-
" cially adapted for the use of Lodges and Learners. It also contains a complete DigesT
of Masonic Law, as required in the government of Lodges, and in the settlement of legal
questions. It is the first work of the kind ever published in this or any other country,
and is the BEsT.

It may be had through the booksellers generally, or of Pollard & Leighton, Nichols &.
Hall, Lee & Shepard, or A. Williams & Co., at the *¢ Old Corner Bookstore,” Washington
Street, or of the author at the Masonic Temple. Price, $8.00 a dozen; 75 cts. single copy.

“The New Masonic Trestle Board,”

by the same author, approved and recommended by the Grand Lodge of this Common-
wealth, and by mest of the Grand Lodges in the United States, may also be had at the
above places. It contains all that is required, and all that it is proper to publish, in rela-
tion to the working of Lodgee, Chapters, Councils and Commanderies, and is universally
- admitted to be the most complete and perfect manual ever offered to the fraternity. It
was originally prepared and published under the authority of the United States Masonic
Convention in 1843, and has passed through more than forty editions. It has done more
to preserve uniformity of work throughont the country, than any other manual ever pub-
lished, and to counteract the innovations and changes which irresponsible book-makers
and speculators are continually attempting to fasten upon the rituals of the different
orders.

AGENTS WANTED

in every Lodge of every secret society in the United States and Canada, to sell articles

wanted by members of all societies. Large commissions. For further information and
terms, address

M. C. LILLEY & CO.,

Columbus, Ohio.



Masonic Furnishing Store?

POLLARD & LEICHTON,
104 Tremont St., corner of Bromfield 'St, Boston,

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF

SOCIETY REGALIA AND MILITARY 800DS.

ALL THE VARIETIES OF

For Lodges, Ohapters, Councils and Commanderies,
nghts Tomplars’ Equipments furnished at Short Notice.

BANNERS OF ALL KINDS PAINTED AND MADE TO ORDER.

Moore’s Masonic Trestle Board; Moore’s Pocket Trestle Board; Webb’s Masonic Moni-
tor, pocket edition; Freemason’s Pocket Library; Working Monitor; Diction-
ary and Manual of Masonic Law; Chase’s Digest of Masonic Law;
Tactics for Knights Templars; and all other Masonic
Publications for sale at the Publishers’ prices.

GUILD & DEILLANO,

No. 2 Wi.inter Street, Boston,
- Manufaoturers and Dealers in all kinds of

MASONIC JEWELRY,

FOR LODGES, CHAPTERS AND COMMANDERILES;

Also, Badges and Presentation Jewels,

FOR LODGES, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES.

Bunufacturers and Bealers in Diamonds and gim Yewelry,
No. 2 WINTER STREET, BOSTON.

THE MASONIC ORPHEUS.

A collection of Hymns, Songs, Chants, and Familiar Tunes, designed to accompany the work of Free
and Accepted Masons in all the various Degrees and Orders appertaining to the Blue Lodge,
Royal Arch Chapter, Council of Select and Reyal Masters, and Commandery.
Also adapted to all public and private ceremonies of the Fraternity, Installation and Dedication, Funeral
Obsequies, &c. Arranged expressly for Male Voices, with an Accompaniment for the Organ or Piano-
forte, by HOWARD M. DOW, Organist of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. Bound in large quarto,
cloth. Price, $3.00. Sent post-paid on receipt of price.

TO ORGANISTS OF MASONIC LODGES.

Clarke’s Short Voluntaries, for the Pipe or Reed Orga.n.
Price in boards, $1.50. Sent post-paid on recelpt of price.
OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. CHAS. H. DITSON & CO., New York.
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THE INEFFABLE NAME.

Freemasonry, as among the Jews, and all other nations of antiquity
since the time of Abraham, has adopted and used in great variety, its
ineffable or sacred words, represeuting the Derry. These words, or
names, were common to all the Mystic Associations of the pre-historic
ages, and lave been transmitted to succeeding times, and to a limited
extent preserved, with a reverence approaching that with which the
Jews regard the Tetragrammaton of their fathers. As an example —
the Assyrians, Babylonians, Pheenicians, Carthagenians, and other na-
tions, were taught to designate the Supreme Being whom they wor-
shipped, by the sacred names of Ilu, Bel, Set, Hadad, etc. Masonry,
tracing its traditional history back to these remote times, has, in imita-
tion, perpetuated, or adopted, in some of its departments, this custom '
of the old mysteries, as illustrative of the origin of its rites and the
source of its traditions. We meet with them most frequently, and in
greater variety, in that branch of Masoury popularly known as the
Scottish rite, with which the esoteric ceremonies of the ancient mystic
rites are more intimately connected and more fully exemplified,
than in any other division of the Order. We also find them in our.
Royal Arch Chapters, the ritual of which is more immediately founded
on events and traditions connected with the destruction of the first
Temple, the Babylonish captivity, and the building of the second Tem-
ple by Zerubbabel. These names are all derived from foreigﬁ and
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mostly dead languages; many of them have passed out of use or be-
come obsolete, even among the nations with whom they originated. It
is not therefore any matter of surprise that there should exist, even
among scholars, differences of opinion as to the correct orthography, or
the appropriate use of them.

A difference of this kind arose in the General Grand Chapter of the
United States, at its triennial session in 1871. The debate which fol-
lowed was participated in by many of the best-read and competent
members of the body, and was no doubt learned and instructive. It
was contended, with much force and plausibility, that important errors
had, unknowingly or carelessly, crept into the ritual ; and that in some
instances radical changes had taken place in essential particulars;
that terms or words were now in use which were neither appropriate
nor authorized by the history or traditions of the rite. The result ar-
rived at was, we understand, in accordance with this view of the sub-
ject, and, as a consequence, led to changes that do pot meet with that
general approval which it is desirable the decisions of that distinguished
body should always receive at the hands of its-eonstituents.

The subject was brought to the attention of the Grand Chapter of
this Commonwealth the last year, and referred to a committee, who, at
its late annual session, presented an able and interesting report, to
which we shall again refer. The point of the discussion was mainly as
to the proper use and orthography of the words Bel and On, in connee-
tion with the Hebrew contraction Jah.

We took occasion in 1841, when H. P. of St. Andrew’s Chapter of
this city, to address the Companions- of that body on the history and
traditions of this branch of Masonry, and to illustrate its ritual and
ceremonies. In referring to the above names, in their proper connec-
tion, we felt called upon to point eut what we conceived to be certain
important orthographical errors in them, as they then stood,— errors
which had probably existed from the earliest -introduction of Royal
Arch Masonry into this country, but which rendered two of them ab-
surd and unmeaning. We then said that, if we might credit our own
traditions, the words, in their concrete character, have come down to us
from a remote age, through the learned and unlearned of all nations
and tongues. Admitting this, then the only wonder was that there was
purity enough left in them to enable us to trace out the original. This
we maintained could be done, by rejecting the words Bu and Lun, and
substituting therefor Bel and On, the former evidently being corrup-




—

THE INEFFABLE NAME. 67

tions of the latter. With this correction, we have the name of the
Deity in three languages, the Hebrew, Chaldaic and Egyptian.

There is an ancient legend, not inappropriate in this connection,
which tells us that Solomon, foreseeing the apostasy of his people, and
their dispersion as a nation, procured a model or copy of the ARK, to
be placed in a secret vault which he had erected for the purpose under
the Temple, and caused the name of the Deity in three languages, to be
inscribed upon the top of it, in the belief that if it should by any acci-
dent fall into the hands of the people of either of the surrounding
nations, they, seeing the name of their own Deity upon it, would re-
spect and preserve it as a sacred treasure, and deliver it safely into the
hands of those better able to appreciate its importance.

If there be any truth in this legend, and the object of Solomon was as
here stated, then he would, almost as a matter of course, select the
names of the Deities of those neighboring nations which were at the
time, and would in all probability for ages continue to be, the most
powerful and warlike, and therefore the most dangerous to his own
people.* These nations were the Chaldean, whose God was Bel, and
the Egyptian, whose Deity was On — which, in connection with the
Hebrew Jah, give us the compound.

Jah is the Hebrew contraction for Jehovah. David says in one of
his beautiful psalms ; ¢ Sing unto God, sing praises to His name ; ex-
tol Him that rideth upon the heavens by His name Jah, and rejoice
before Him.” The first syllable, or word, is, therefore, the name of
the Hebrew’s God — the only true and living God. The second, Bel,}
was the name of the Chaldean Deity, who was at that time probably
more extensively known and reverenced than the God of Israel. The
Assyrians, in the time of Solomon, and at the destruction of the first
Temple, and for many centuries afierwards, were the most powerful
nation in existence. The Temple in which Bel was worshipped
ranked next in extent-and magnificence to the Temple of Solomon. In
the centre of it, Bochart tells us, stood the old tower of Babel, which
was built at the confusion of languages. Diodorus reckons the riches
contained in it at 6,300 Babylonish talents of gold, or about 94,000,000

—

* The Jews had a custom of writing the decalogue on a square plece of parchment which
they rolled up and put into a case, and atter inscribing the name of God within a oircle on the
outside, they affixed it to the doorposts of their honses or private apartments, and considered
it a talisman of satety — Oliver : — and the Christians of the Middle Ages were imbued with
the firm belief that the name of God was & powertul protection trom unclean spirits.

t Amongst the Syrians, Chaldeans, the Pheenicians, and others, says Oliver, the Ineffable
Kame of the Deity was Bel, Bal, Bul, Baal, or Belin. The Hindoos reverenced On, or Om,
4. ¢. Aun, or AuM, as the name of their chief deity. .
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of dollars. Bel (or a8 our English Companions spell it, Bul) was syn-
onymous with Baal, which name, according to Calmet, was used ina
generical sense for the Superior God of the Phcenicians, Chaldeans,
" Moabites and other people. He was the most ancient God of the
Canaanites, and perhaps of all the East, and at sundry times was wor-
shipped by the Hebrews themselves, with priests and prophets conse-
crated to his service. Daniel, in the Apocrypha, relates his detection
of the cheat of the priests who came every night through private doors
to eat what had been offered during the day to their Deity — a practice
followed at the present tirie by the mnative priests throughout India.
He is supposed to have been the Saturn of Greece and Rome, and the
Hercules of Tyre, to whom Hiram built a magnificent temple. The
opinion most generally accredited is, that Baal was the SuN. If so, he
was adored all over the East, and is the most .ancient Deity acknowl-
edged by the heathen of the old world.

The worship of this Deity was also, at a later day, practised in
Europe. It was at one time general throughout the British Islands,
and certain of its rites and observances are still commemorated there.
A town in Perthshire, on the borders of the Highlands, is called Tillie-
Beltane, i. e., the eminence, or rising ground, of the fire of Baal or Bel.
On Beltane morning, the superstitious pevple in the neighborhood, at
the present time, (or at a comparatively recent period did), go to a
sacred well near by and drink of its waters; after which they form in
procession and, march nine times around it, and perform sundry other
heathenish rites. The worship of Baal can also be traced still farther
north, through Germany and Norway. Enough has however been said
to show that, if the conjectural purpose of Solomon was to secure re-
spect and safety for the ARK, in case it should fall into the hands of
any of the surrounding nations, he acted wisely in placing upon it the
name of the Chaldean BEeL.

The final syllable, or word, On, was the name of the superior Deity
of the Egyptians, and was doubtless the Sun, which the word signifies.
We read in the Scriptures that Pharaoh gave Joseph to wife, Asaneth,
the daughter of Poti-pherah, priest of On, a name almost as familiar to
the Jews, as the name of the God of Israel was to the Egyptians, who
were next in power among all the nations of the East, to the Chalde-
ans; and as the Jews had once been made captive by them, Solomon
(supposing the legend to be true), may have thought it not improbable
thai they might meet with the same misfortune at some future time;
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as it actually happened, at a later period, when the Temple was de-
spoiled by them of a part of its riches. There was wisdom then, in
Solomon’s placing this name upon the Ark in connection with the two
preceding names, as, separately or componently, they constituted those
of the three superior Deities then recognized and most extensively wor-
shipped — the first by the Jews, the second by the Chaldeans, Syri-
ans, Pheenjcians, and the nations lying between the Euphrates and the
Mediterranean, and the third by the Egyptians. These are the only
people from whom Solomou could have anticipated danger to Israel.
It would seem therefore to follow, as a reasonable conclusion, that he
caused the names here given to be inscribed upon the ark, as set forth
by the tradition.

It may not be gut of place in this connection to observe, that the seat
of the worship of On was at Heliopolis, a celebrated city of Egypt,
called in the Coptic, and in the Hebrew and English version of the Bi-
ble, after the name of the Deity. The Egyptian name, says Calmet,
signifies Sun ; and hence the Greek name Heliopolis (from helos and
polis), City of the Sun. The Seventy mention expressly that On s
Heliopolis, (Sept. Ex. i. 11). Jeremiah calls this city in Hebrew,
Beth-Shemesh, i. e., House or Temple of the Sun. In Ezekiel xxx. 17,
the name is pronounced Aven, which is the same as On. The Arabs
call it Ain Shems, Fountain of the Sun. All these names come from
the circumstance, that the city was the ancient seat of the Egyptian
worship of the Sun. And while this shows that the name of the city
where On was worshipped was called On, or Heliopolis, it also shows
very clearly that the city took its name from that of the Deity. There
was another Heliopolis, and probably that alluded to by Ezekiel, and
called by Amos, the * plain of Aven,” or Field of the Sun. But this
was in Ceele-Syria, now Baalbec. Calmet tells us that the chief god of
the Egyptians was designated upon the oldest monuments by the name
of Amun, which is evidently the AuMm of the Brahmins, and was the
same as ON, or AuM, the universal father of the Scriptures. '(* Cory.
Myth. Eng.” 39).

Such were the views we entertained, and the concluslons at which
we arrived, when our attention, some thirty years ago, was first called
to the subject by the official position we then sustained. We believed
them to be sound then, and think them so now. The orthographical
errors we at that time pointed out were too obvious to be questioned,
and the corrections were so generally accepted by intelligent Compan-
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ions throughout the country, when made known to them, that we had
supposed there was now, in this particular at least, and had been for
the last fifteen or twenty years, an entire uniformity in the Chapters of
the United States, and that we were also in full agreement with our
companions in England, Ireland and Scotland, except as before inti-
mated, our English companions spell the second syllable, or word, with
& different vowel. , .

The report recently adopted by the Grand Chapter of this Common-
wealth repudiates the recent action of the General Grand Chapter, and
declines to adopt its recommendations, preferring, and as we think with
great reason, to adhere to its ancient usages, and especially as the pro-
posed changes do little more than substitute synonyms for the original
words. They are all equally legitimate, of equal force, and point to
the same end ; and any change in them, while it would accomplish no
useful purpose, would inevitably tend to create a wide-spread dissatis
faction, and possibly disunion, where peace and union only have here-
tofore prevailed. We are not disposed to perpetuate an error or to in-
sist upon an absurdity, when shown to be such; but we are strongly
opposed to all innovations and changes in the forms aud rituals of any
branch of our fraternity, except from necessity, supported by clear and

.substantial reasons. Individual preferences, without such reasons, are
not sufficient.

PAST MASTER’S DEGREE.

Our learned Bro. Wm. James Hughan of England, recently addressed
a note to Companion Meyer, Grand High Priest of Pennsylvania, in
answer to inquiries relative to the origin of the Past Master’s degree.
The answer, though not very conclusive, contains some items which
may be interesting to our readers. He says:

¢ Tt seems to have been the custom (in fact was) of the ¢ Grand
Lodge according to the old Constitutions’ (called the ¢ Ancients’) to
confer the P. M. Degree, in a Craft Lodge, to candidates for Royal
Arch Masonry. No separate Chapters or warrants were required to
work the Royal Arch Degree under the ¢ Ancients,” and it seems to me
most probable that the ¢ Installation Ceremony’ originated with that
Body, at least, became prominent, and a separate Degree under their
management. If so, it 18 not older than, say about 120 years. The
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Grand Lodge of the ¢ Ancients’ was not actually formed, and no regus
lar Records kept, until after A. D. 1750. The minutes sti}l exist, and
commenced A. D. 1752.”

The oldest form for * The installment of a Master and Constituting
a Lodge,” which we have met with, is contained in a voluge purport- ’
ing to be expositions of Masonry, originally published at London, and
afterwards reprinted at Dublin in 1777. We are unable to give the
date of the London edition, though from its general appearance and
language we think it must have been in the early part of the last cen-
tury, and before the appearance of Preston’s Illustrations, though it
may have been subsequent to the organization of the Grand Lodge of
the Ancients, so called. We are, however, quite confident that it was
in existence before the time of Preston, and that it served as the basis
for the more elaborate ceremonies given by him. The same volume
also contains what purports to be an exposition of the lectures as given
in the Lodges in 1730, and was probably the earliest publication of the
kind, thirteen years only having elapsed from the revival of Masonry
in London. These lectures were most likely in use before the organi-
zation of the Grand Lodge of 1717. This, however, is uncertain, but
if the supposition could be established, the fact would be one_ of, very
considerable interest, and would go far to verify other points of equal
interest, which now remain in doubt.

That there was an established form of installation as ea.rly as 1723,
is certain from the * manner of constituting a new Lodge as practised
Ly his Grace the Duke of Wharton ” in thut year; and that ceremonies
were used in the installation of the Master analagous to those practised '
at the present time, is equally clear. ¢ Certain expressions that are
proper and usual on that (such) occasion, but not proper to be written,”
and that the Grand Master * by certain significant ceremonies and
ancient usages shall install him, and present him with the Constitu-
tions, etc.,” is the language of the installation ceremony. The ¢andi-
date is also required to go through a previous examination as to his
qualifications for the office. There are other evidences of this kind
running through the old charges and regulations, which indicate the
existence at this early period, of something at least resembling the
present Past Master’s degree, so .called, but which is in truth but an
isolated part of the installation ceremony of a Master of a Lodge. It
has none of the elements of a Masonic degree; and the true explana-
tion undoubtedly is, that the ceremony (or a similar one) now recog-
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nized as such, was cut off from the old installation service, which was
in existence as early and perhaps earlier than 1728, in which year it
was, a8 before said, used by the Duke of Wharton, and that this cut-
ting off was done by Dermott when he iutroduced the Royal Arch
degree into his Lodges about the year 1740. The most reasonable
theory is, that his original intention was to confine the Arch degree to
actual Past Masters, but that the small number of Lodges under his
control not furmshmg a sufficient number of candidates for his pur-
pose, he resorted to the conferring of the ceremony 'subsequently known
as the Past Master’s degree, on Master Masons, as a pre-requisite qual-
ification for advancement ; and hence its origin as a degree. This is
the present practice in England, and in Pennsylvania in this country.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland, says Bro. Hughan, * has recently de-
cided to return to the old English system, and hence the Grand Chapter
of Scotland has retired from the control of the Past Master’s degree,
and left it entirely in the hands of the Grand Lodge.” This is a
movement in the right direction, and worthy of the consideration of our
own Grand Chapters. We append the terms of the agreement be-
tween the two bodies, so far as they are of general interest.

¢“1. That the Grand Lodge shall recognize a Ceremonial or Degree
to be conferred on Masters of Lodges on their taking the Chair of a
Lodge, similar to that conferred in England and Ireland.

¢ 9, That a Register shall be kept by the Grand Clerk of Installed
Masters, and he shall record the name of every Installed Master there-
in, and furnish a diploma upon certificate being sent, signed by three
recorded Installed Masters, that thé Ceremonial or Degree has been
duly conferred. The fee for registration and diploma to be 2s. 6d.

¢¢3. That this Ceremonial or Degree shall under no circumstances
whatever be conferred on any oue except the actual Master of a Lodge,
or one who produces a certificate from the Lodge that he has occupied

a chair as duly elected Master.”
o * * * * *

¢ 6. That the Ceremonial or Degree shall only be conferred when.

three or more Installed Masters are present, and any Lodge having that
number of Installed Masters present at a meeting, may confer the Cer-
emonial or Degree upon its Master ; —but in the event of any Lodge
not having a sufficient number of Installed Masters, it shall be compe-
tent to the Master of that Lodge to procure himself duly installed at
any Lodge having three Installed Masters, provided he produce evi-
dente o the satisfaction of these Installed Masters that he is a bona
Jide Master of a Lodge.”

In Ireland the Past Master’s degree is also confined to the .Masters
elect of Craft Lodges.
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WORK UPON THE SQUARE.

Chance may bring you wealth, John,
As through the world you go;
Happiness and health, John,
Friends, without a foe.
But this is only chance, John,
This world is full of care —
Meet it like a man, John,
‘Work upon the square.

In all your acts through life, John,
Let hand and heart be true:

‘With others, have no strife, John,
Do as you'd have them do,

Treating all like brothers, John,
Dealing with them fair :

You’ll find there’s truth in others, John,
Work upon the square.

If trouble meets you often, John,
It visits all at times,

Its pain your heart can soften, John,
*Tho’ not by fretful whines.

But paint the future bright, John,
Resolve to do and dare!

A man’s resolvgq is might, John,
If made upon the square.

If a fellow-man you meet, John,
Needs a helping hand,

Put forth your own, and be, John,
A friend by him to stand.

Grief, with kindness strew, John,
Ease his heart of care}

A brother he’s to you, John,
Work upon the square.

Plumbd your actions true, John,
Do your lerel best,

Remember where you stood, John,
Neither East nor West.

Remember that new name, John,
Avoid each worldly snare;

Uphold the Order’s fame, John,
Work upon the square.
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believing that the Church borrowed and Christianized its symbol from
the pagan veneration for the place of sun rising. The admitted rever-
ence in Masonry for the East, as the place of Light, gives to the usage
the modern Masonic interpretation of the symbol of orientation.—
Mackey’s National Freemason.

STONES OF THE TEMPLE.

Three thousand years, with their wearing, wasting processes, have
not entirely destroyed the stones of the Temple. They exist to-day,
but not in that glorious House which Solomon builded to the Lord.
No earthly Temple rears its solid walls, built by Hiram’s art, on Mount
Moriah. That is buried beneath the dust. Where, then, do we find
the stones that once composed it? In one of two places, and both won-
drously strange. Either in a far-off land, on English soil, in the Dud-
ley Gallery of the Egyptian Hall, London, or else in excavations now
in progress beneath Jerusalem. We owe it to the Palestine Explora-
tion Society that these ¢ Stones of the Temple ” are exhibited as sacred
relics in the metropolis of Great Britain, and that they are being still
dug out from under the mass of debris that thirty ceaturies have heaped
over them in their original position. These squared stones that are re-
covered have on their faces the original chisel marks made by the Fel-
low Crafts of King Hiram. What a testimony do they bear to the
origin, history and truth of Masonry! What a thrilling effect would be
produced in the work of the Third Degree, if the W. M. possessed one
of these stones! How the Lecture would glow with a living light —a
light reflected from the buried centuries —the work of three thousand
years ago illustrating the work of to-day ! '

The spoils of the Temple were once thought worthy of forming the
principal decoration of the most beautiful of Rome’s triumphal arches,
and the Emperor Justinian’s highest architectural ambition was that he
might surpass it. Its spoils are now spread before the world, to teach
it that Freemasonry is not a myth, a tradition, but a reality ; ancient
and honorable ; founded upon Truth as its corner-stone and Wisdom a8
its cap-stone. Verily, the stones of the Temple, even in their material
shape, are, some of them, still with us, while their para]lels; the spirit-
ual stones — the brethren who are built into our Fraternity — are
found in every clime, and on every sea and land.— Keystone.

N
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ALMS-GIVING.

“He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord;” is a
scriptural declaration having all the force of a command. - Good Ma-
sons cheerfully accept its terms and endeavor to practice in conformity
to its teaching. They recognize that commiseration for the distressed
is one of the means by which mortals qualify themselves as creditors of
8 heavenly debtor whose promises will never fail, or go to protest. He
who thus ¢ lendeth unto the Lord” is certain that the interest on his
investment will be promptly paid; and be usurious in no moderate
degree, through the blessings it showers upon the lender. \

But, unhappily, extreme caution is necessary lest our sympathy be
misplaced ; for such is the infirmity of man that he will under the pre-
tence of poverty dispossess the truly needy aud suffering of what be-
longs to them. We should guard ourselves, therefore, against imposi-
tion. .

Beware, then, of itinerant beggars claiming to be Masons; because
in most cases they are impostors. This may seem to be severe and
harsh judgment ; but the experience of many brethren will sustain and
sanction it. Far be it from us to counsel aught which could, however
remotely, check sympathy and succor for the sorrowful and needy.
Better it would be that our benevolent feelings should sometimes be
moved in favor of an unworthy object, than that by over caution, the
deserving should be rejected. Still, our admonition must be repeated ;
more especially should it be emphasized for the benefit of the younger
members of our Fraternity. It is upon them, as a class, that the pro-
fessional traveller for alms practices his art, especially if he be a back-
slider, or one who has been expelled from among us for unworthiness.
Some there may be who solicit aid as Masons who have never beeu
inside a lodge-room ; but their flimsy disguise can be easily detected by
a litde scrutiny. No bright Mason will be deceived by it. ‘

An applicant for assistauce, who professes to be journeying for the
purpose of reaching friends or obtaining employment, should be exam-
ined, courteously but strictly, before granting his request. To a lim-
ited extent only, accord to him the benefit of any doudt you may have
88 to his honesty. Unless it be certain that he is worthy, give to him
not one cent of money. If you doubt, appease hunger, afford shelter,
but refuse to him money. Pass him on his way by your purchase of
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his railway ticket as far, perhaps, as to the next Lodge, whose mem-
bers can follow your example, and, in turn, aid him by another *lift”
towards his journey’s end. Sometimes it may be practicable to convey
his story to Masons in advance of his progress, by which means the
chances of  imposition would be diminished; for impostors of this
description indulge in statements which are not always congruous.
Under this treatment, attempted imposition upon brethren would be-
come less frequent. Indeed, under it, it would be-difficult to continue
deception a long time without detection, through some revelation, of
the true character of the wayfarer. H.

MUTUAL BENEFIT MASONIC ASSOCIATIONS.

These associations are becoming quite popular with our brethren in
different sections of the country. We have before noticed in our pages
the general plan and principles on which they are founded. One has
been recently organized in New York City under the name of ¢ The
Freemasons’ Mutual Benefit Association of the State of New York.”
In this particular case ¢ applications for membership must be signed
and attested by the Secretary or Presiding Officer of the Lodge to
which the applicant belongs, and accompanied by the entrance fee of
Two Dollars and ten cents, which membership will entitle his family to
receive upon his death as many dollars as there are members in the
Association at that time, and upon the death of any member, the re-
maining members are required within thirty days thereafter (upon’
notice of the Secretary) to pay to the Association, One Dollar and ten
cents, the dollar being to replace the dollar advanced by the Assecia-
tion, and the ten cents being for expenses of postage, stationery, ete.”
Of course the principle here embodied can be carried out to any desira-
" ble extent, and we are inclined to believe that it will in practice be
fourd necessary in the present case, to extend it. Ten cents from
each member will not pay the absolute expenses of the management of
the Association. Five dollars admission fee, and a membership of five
hundred or a thousand subscribers, would place the company in ample
funds, the interest on which would meet the current expenses, and an
assessment of one dollar on the death of a member would furnish the
relief required.
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DEDICATION AT GREENFIELD.

The new Masonic Hall, with its apartments, at Greenfield, Mass,
was solemnly dedicated according to the ancient usages of Masonry, by
the M. W. Grand Lodge on the evening of the 18th ult. The officers
of the Grand Lodge present and assisting on the occasion were M. W,
Sereno D. Nickerson, Grand Master; R. W. Percival L. Everett, D.
G. M.; Henry Endicott, S. G. W.; Wm. Parkman, J. G. W. pro
tem. ; John McClellan, G.. Treas. ; . Ithamer W. Conkey, R. G. Sec. pro
tem. ; Chas. W, Moore, Cor. G. Sec.; Rev. Chas. H. Titus, G. Chap.
pro tem.; Wm. H. Chessman, G. Mar.; Edw. J. Sawyer, Sen. D. pro
tem.; Wm. J. Sawin, Jun. D. pro tem. ; Bro. George S. Taylor, S. S.;
Bro. James E. Hosley, J. S.; Fred. A. Pierce, Tyler.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form at about 8 o’clock, and
immediately proceeded with the dedication of the halls according to the
forms of the Ritual in such cases provided. The caremonies were in-
terspersed with appropriate music, and great credit was awarded to the
excellent choir for the effective manner in which the singing was ren-
dered.

The large hall was early filled to excess by the brethren and their
ladies, and invited guests, and we take occasion to say here that we
have rarely on any similar occasion, seen a more brilliant assemblage,
or a more attentive and respectful audience.

At the conclusion of the ceremonies of dedication, and the proclama~
tion by the Grand Marshal, the W. Master; Bro. Bowdoin S. Parker,

"read an excellent and interesting paper on the history of the Lodge
from its first organization in 1795, to the present time, tracing in detail,
the vicissitudes through which it had passed during the long period
since its beginning. Its earlier years were attended with a reasonable
success, but it was subsequently called to encounter adverse circum-
stances, and was finally removed to the neighboring town of Lee, in
the hope that it might there meet with better fortunes. This hope,
however, was not realized, and about the year 1821 the brethren sur-
rendered their charter to the Grand Lodge, and the Lodge ceased to
hold its meetings. It continued in this condition for the long term of
twenty years, including the entire anti-masonic period. In 1841 the
brethren at Greenfield petitioned the Grand Lodge for a restoration of
its charter, and the Lodge was again organized and re-established in
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their pleasant village. From that time it has continued to prosper, and
now numbers on the roll of its membership the names of one hundred
and seventy-five active, intelligent and zealous brethren, who have not
only been able to furnish themselves with new, ample, and convenient
apartments for their Lodge, but have added to it a flourishing Royal
Arch Chapter, Council of Royal and Select Masters, and a well disci-
plined and equipped Commandery of Knights Templars. Few Lodges
in the State have done better than this.

At the conclusion of the reading of the interesting narrative by the
Master, the company present were ably addressed by the M. W. Grand
Master, and R. W. Bros. Coolidge, Parkman and Titus, when, after
the singing of an ode by the choir, the Grand Lodge retired.

A ball was next in order, and the brethren and their ladies repaired
at once to the large hall in the building designed for such purposes, and
there enjoyed themselves for a couple of hours, when they were escorted
to the dining-room for supper, after which dancing was renewed and
continued for an hour or two longer. The occasion throughout wass °
delightful one, and we believe everybody present was delighted with it.
‘We give the officers of the Lodge as follows:

'W. Bowdoin S. Parker, M. ; Bro. Chas. H. McClellan, S. W.; Bro.
C. Mason Moody, J. W.; Bro. Clarence F. Foster, Treasurer; Bro.
Wilbur F. Harding, Sec.; Bro. Gorham D. Williams, S. D. ; Bro.
Francis J. Hosmer, J. D.; Bro. Rev. John F. Moors, Chap.; Bro.
Anson Withey, Marshal ; Bro. Frank R. Chapman, S. S.; Bro. Alfred
C. Gascoigne, J. S.; Bro. J. Solon Clark, I. S.; Bro. R S. Prichard,
Tyler. - ‘

PRIESTLY INTOLERANCE IN BRAZIL.

The New York Courier says, ‘ South America is becoming very
much excited over a legal contest in which the Craft and the Church
are at daggers’ points. A certain Father Martins, a Catholic priest of
Rio Janeiro, has been suspended by the Church because of his affilia-
tion with the Masonic fraternity. The special ground of offence seems
to have been the delivery of an oration by Father Martins upon the oc-
casion of a Masonic celebration in March, 1872. The case of Brother
Martins has been transferred to the civil courts in consequence of the
absence of provisions relating to Masonry in the ecclesiastical law of
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the land. The matter is to be regarded as a test case which will affect
the interest of a large number of Catholic priests of Brazil, who are
Freemasons. . Bro. Martins shows fight manfully, and the Masons and
ultramontanes of the country are arrayed in a contest involving a very
important question of human liberty. God speed the right.”

We do not anticipate ary favorable result for Freemasonry from the
action of the Courts in the above case, for although there may be no
local ecclesiastical or civil law restraining the connection of the plain-
tiff with Freemasounry, the defence will probably be made to rest on the
prohibitory edicts and ecclesiastical bulls of the great head of the church,
and the judges of the court before which the case is to be tried, who
are, most likely, Catholics, will not probably be very ready to assume
the responsibility of resisting their spiritual head and director. Mason-
1y, however, is now sufficiently strong in Brazil to protect its own interests
outside of the church, and is too well established and in too powerful
hands to be seriously disturbed by any species of religious fanaticism.
- The great danger to be apprehended by the Fraternity all through
South America, arises from dissensions and disagreements among
themselves. We are happy to know, however, that a very great im-
provement bas taken place iu the country in this respect within the last
few years, and.the prospect for the future is more promising than at
any previous time during the last quarter of a century.

INITIATION OF COLORED PEOPLE.

At the annual -meeting of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey last
month, the subject of the initiation of negroes by Alpha Lodge of New-
ark, which for the last two or three years has caused a great deal of
controversy and some angry feeling among our brethren in that State,
was brought before the Grand Lodge and finally settled, we trust for all
time, Charges were again brought against the Lodge for the initia-
tion of men of color, being substantially the sanie 'charges that were
disposed of by the Grand Lodge one year ago. Much interest was
naturally felt in the result, and between five and six hundred members
Were present. Arguments on the subject were submitted, the matter
was thoroughly discussed, and finally settled by a two-thirds vote,
adopting the.report of the committee on jurisprudence, sustaining the
Lodge on every poiut. It is not therefore probable that the order’

8
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adopted by the Grand Lodge three years since, which decided that any
free man of reputable character, who believes in God and a future
accountability, and has passed the ordeal of the secret ballot, may be-
come a member of the Fraternity without regard to the conditions of
race or color, will not again be disturbed. This decision is based on
the broad principles of Masonry and must stand. It does not however
- follow that a Lodge is bound to receive any or every candidate who
may petition for initiation, but it does follow that color is not a dis-
qualification, and having established this principle, the Grand Lodge
has done all that it can lawfully do in the premises.

PROPOSED NEW MASONIC HALL, PROVIDENCE.

‘We are happy to learn from a communication in the Freemasons’ Re-
pository for February, that our distinguished and energetic Brother
Past Grand Master Doyle, has taken up, in right good earnest, the
subject of a new Masonic hall in the city of Providence, and that he
has obtained from the General Assembly an act of incorporation,
authorizing the formation of a company. for the proposed purpose. The
leading feature of the plan is to divide the probable cost of the building
into shares of $25 each, all of which, it is supposed, will be readily
taken by the brethren, and will be entitled to dividends not exceeding
six per cent. The remaining points are stated by him as follows : -

¢ Fourth. All surplus funds, after paying expenses and dividends,
are to be applied to the purchase of stock in the corporation, which is
to be transferred to the Grand Lodge.

¢« Fifth. When all the stock has been so transferred to the Grand
Lodge, the Temple will belong to her, and our Masonic mother will
thenceforth own a home to which all her children will be welcome, and
which will then, from foundation to cope-stone, be used only for Ma-
sonic purposes.

¢ From the above the Craft will readily see that by taking stock in
the corporation they are merely making a six per cent. loan to the
Grand Lodge to be repaid to them in time, and by that loan they will
secure to the Masons of Rhode Island, in all time to come, a Masonic
home.”

We ‘wish our Brother eminent success in his praiseworthy
enterprise.
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THE TEMPLAR COSTUME AGAIN.

Sir Kt. Cérson of New Jersey, in his report on correspondence,
says :

“s % & We are utterly surprised that any man who has taken
upon himself the vows of a Templar should for bne moment think of
resisting or evading the edicts of his Grand Commandery, or of the
Grand Encampment. The Grand Master of the United States is
merely carrying out the will of the Grand Encampment, whose servant
he is. If he fails to enforce the laws which the Grand Encampment
enacts, he thereby proves himself unworthy to fill the high position
which he occupies, etc.”

On this the Masonic Token, Portland, has the following :

“ Precisely. And when he not only fails to observe the law of the
Grand Encampment which by special resolution exempts the old Com-
manderies from wearing the new uniforms, but also declares that that body
never had any right to make such a resolution, will he not consider him
sill more ¢ unworthy 2’

He further goes on to say that ¢ while a law is in existence he will
obey it,’ though it seems wrong and unjust. Now, Sir Corson, we
bave never attempted to disobey a law. We say that the Grand Mas-
ter has no right to declare the explicit words of the Grand Encamp-
ment null, and its action of ten years void, and call upon us to surrender
our guaranteed rights, because he chooses to reverse the laws of Tem-
plarism and thinks three years will be enough to kill off oppositien so
that right will not care to oppose might. Therefore we dare and
presume to be so rebellious as to have an epinion, and propose to be so
violent in action as to ask the Grand Encampment, in 1874, if it has
not some rights which a Grand Master is bound to respect, and some
laws which it is his duty to execute rather than undertake to reverse.

“But suppose, Sir Corson, he should next issue some edict which
did not seem reasonable to you. Suppose he should declare that
Knights Templars by their ancient vows, were bound to celibacy, and
that any modern legislation to the contrary was null and void, and
order you instantly, under pain of expulsion, to put away that charm-
ing wife and ¢ fourteen year old’ of which you are so justly proud?
Should you obey the law? or should you in the good Old Testament
language of the Lord to the builders of Babel, say, ¢ Go to,’ and pri-
vately in your mind add a profane and forcible New Testament exple-
tive to the same? We guess so.” ‘

We have printed the first paragraph of the above in Italics, because .
it presents in clear and forcible terms the precise hinge on which the
whole matter in dispute turns. The Grand Master is undoubtedly in
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the strict line of his duty, whenever he insists on obedience to any law
enacted by the body over which he presldes but, on the other hand,
he is as clearly in the wrong when he assumes to abrogate or over-ride
the conditions inseparable from the law. This he is held to have done,
by Order No. 8, to the Commanderies under his jurisdiction. The case
is a simple one. The Grand Encampment in 1859, accepted a report
describing and establighing a uniform costume. It at the same session
also enacted a supplementary law, limiting the action and jurisdiction
of the original enactment. This proceeding was strictly parliamentary
and lawful. The Grand Master holds an opposite opinion, and is
charged with exceeding his power in attempting to set the law aside, by
separating the supplement from its principal. There is force in this.
The two must be considered as a single act,— whole and indivisible,—
and construed according to its own terms of limitation. Amny other in-
terpretation of it is clearly in derogation of its intent and meaning.

But, however interpreted, it is to be regarded as general in its apphi-
cation, affecting alike Grand Commanderies of States, and individual °
Cominanderies subordinate to the General Body. There can be no
discrimination in favor of or against either. If if is to be enforced
against any Commandery which does not accept the interpretation of
the Grand Master, then all are equally amenable as offenders, and
should be equally held to their accountability. From the best informa-
tion we have on the subject, we are led to believe that a very large
majority of the State Grand Commanderies, and of the subordinate
Commanderies holding under the General Body, are opposed to the law
as interpreted by the Grand Master. It will be seen therefore, that
any attempt to carry it into operation, on the ground of disobedience or
disloyalty, would inevitably be a failure, if not an act of positive injus-
tice. If the Grand Master consults his own good sense, and the peace
and welfare of the Order throughout his extensive jurisdiction, he will
at once suspend his decision and leave the matter-to be settled by the
General Grand Encampment at its ensuing session. It cannot be
enforced as he understands it, and any attempt so to enforce it can
hardly fail to result in evil. .

A. AxD A. RrTE Ix CincINNATL— The different bodies of the A. and A. Rite in
Cincinnati, including the Lodge of Perfection, Council of Princes of Jerusalem,
Chapter of Rose Croix and Consistory, held a continuous meenng ‘for work, on
the 18th, 19th and 20th of February, under the immediate supervision of Ill. Bro.
E. T. Carson, Deputy for the State. We understand that there was a large at-
tendance of the brethren and a large amount of work was done.
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A KNIGHTLY COURTESY RECIPROCATED.

In May of last year the St. John’s Commandery of Knights Tem-
plars, Philadelphia, hunored the Boston Commandery by a fraternal
visit, and were received by the latter with the Knightly attentions and
liberality for which it has ever been eminently distinguished. In ac-
knowledgment of these fraternal attentions, the Philadelphia Com-
mandery subsequently caused to be manufactured a beautiful and costly
JEwEL, and appointed a committee consisting of its Em. Com. Sir
Christian Hubbart and eight others of its most distinguished members,
to visit Boston and make a formal presentation of it. The presentation
took placc at the Masonic Temple in this city, on the evening of the
20th of February, in the presence of the officers’ of the Grand Com-
mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, consisting of Sir Charles
A, Stott, Deputy G. Com., and others.

After the usual work of the evening, the Sir Knights retired to the
banquet hall, where a bountiful collation was awaiting them. After
the collation,’excellent speeches were made by E. Sir Hubbart, P. E.
C. Sir Edward Masson, and others of the St. John Commandery of
Philadelphia, and V. E. Sir Charles A. Stott, E. C. Sir Henry Endi-
cott, P. E. C. Sir Wyzeman Marshall and others of Boston Command-
ery. , '
The Jewel which was presented in recognition of the courtesies ex-
tended the Philadelphia brethren by the Boston Commandery last May,
is one of the most elegant in the country. It is about twelve inches in
length, and contains over two hundred pennyweights of gold, which,
with the diamonds and rubies adorning it, has enhanced its value to
over one thousand dollars. The main feature is a gold cross, the
angles being filled in with silver rays. In the centre is enamelled the
infant St. John, surrounded by thirty-two diamonds.

Above the cross is a triangle in gold set with rubies. In the centre
of the triangle is a fac simile in silver of the testimonial presented to
the St. John Commandery by the Boston Commundery in May last.
The whole is surmounted by a silver skull and cross-bones, forming the
pin by which it is-to be attached to the coat of the Eminent Command-
er. On the reverse of the cross is the following inscription : ¢ St. John
Commandery, stationed at Philadelphia, presents this emblem of
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Christian love to the Boston Commandery. A memorial of the pilgri-
mage to Boston on the 27th of May, 1872.”

The octasion was one of marked interest, and will hereafter form a
pleasant episode in the history of the distinguished and honored body
whose generous hospitality has been so appropriately and delicately
recognized. -

CASE OF DISLOYALTY.

[We give the following from the official report of Grand Master
Nickerson to the Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth at its anoual ses-
sion in December last. It is one of the most interesting, and in some
respects most important cases which have come before the Grand
Lodge for many years past. The action is clear, firm and decided,
and admits of no controversy. ]

At the Stated Communication of the Grand Lodge on the 27th De-
cember, 1867, M. W. Grand Master Dame ieported : —

¢T am happy to say that all the Lodges under our jurisdiction, but
two, have made their returns, and that there are but a few individual
members who have not met this tax” (the Capitation Tax), ¢ and
those individuals will receive such special attention as the circumstan-
ces demand. These two Lodges will receive my early attention and
action.” C

At the Annual Communication, Dec. 9, 1868, M. W. Grand Master
Dame again referred to this subject as follows : —

¢ In my last Annual Address it became my duty to report the delin-
quency of two of the Lodges, in refusing to comply with the order of
the Grand Lodge, imposing a Capitation Tax on its members. Oune of
these Lodges has since so far discharged its obligations as a Lodge, in
that particular, as to account for most of its members, but specially re-
porting twelve of its members, whose names are herewith submitted, as
refusing to comply with the order. This refusal requires the immedi-
ate action of the Grand Lodge.

¢ The other has not only persisted in its recusancy, but, though fre-
quently called upon by the Deputy for the District, and written to by
your Grand Master, has treated the calls of the former with studied
neglect, and the communications of the latter with marked contempt.
Such a defiance of the authority of the Grand Lodge, and insult to its
official head, I have felt it to be my duty to reprove with all the sever-
ity with which I am invested. I accordingly, (as authorized by the
first section-of the Eighth Article of the Constitutions), on the Z0th day

of November, directed a mandamus to the R. W. District Deputy for
* the District, commanding him to demand of the Master and Wardens
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of said Lodge the payment of the Capitation Tax on its members for
the years 1867 and 1868, and on their further neglect or refusal to
meet the demand against them, then, and in that case, to suspend the
Ledge until otherwise ordered by the Grand Lodge. The exercise of
this high power has been one of the most painful of my official duties,
but it was one which I was not at liberty, under my official obligations,
to decline. The offence was an act of insubordination, and a denial of
the authority of the Grand Lodge, which, if passed over in silence,
would establish a precedent ruinons to all Masounic government. I am
happy to be able to add, however, that within a few days the R. W. D.
D. Grand Master has reported that this Lodge has paid the Capitation
Tax for 1867, and has made its returns ‘and payment of dues for the
current year, and the mandamus was returned without further
process.” ’

The report of the District Deputy Grand Master of that year (1868)
upon this subject was as follows : —

“On my visit to Lodge, which had not paid the tax for last
year, I made a full statement to them of the condition of things, and of
what the result to them would be if they still refused to pay, and gave
them three days in which to arrange it. Within tMht time they paid
the tax for last year in full, and paid for thirty-seven members for the
present year, accounting for the balance of members returned, as six
refusing to pay, and fifteen as non-paying or not accessible.”

In 1869 the return is as follows : —
¢ Number of members returned last year, 38 paying, 16 non-paying 54
00

Admitted this year, none..... Ceecseaccacencstesecsasesasasae
Dimitted cccoeee sessscaane eeesescsesessatas seccasarnasenas 2
Diedececscccccsccescasee ssesvece sesscercessrrsssescee veee?

—_ 4
Present number of members.cce esceccecescecsccssccesnccas 50
Members within our reach............ essesessanssasscenna . 37"

and their names only are given in the list of members. Of these,
twenty-three are named under the head, ¢ members paying the Grand
Lodge tax of $1.00,” and fourteen are named under the head of * mem-
bers not paying the Grand Lodge tax.” No candidates were initiated
during the year and no work was done according to the return.

In the year 1870, the District Deputy Grand Master reported : —

¢ Lodge has made no report or paid any Graud Lodge dues
for the year, and although I have written the Worshipful Master and
Secretary in regard to the matter, I have not received any answers to
my communications.” A very incomplete return was afterwards ren-
dered and a part of the dues paid, the receipt being dated Dec. 24,
1870. On the 6th of March, 1871, the D. D. Grand Master made a
settlement with the Lodge for its dues in 1869 and 1870.
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In the year 1871 the D. D. G. Master reports as follows : —

“On Wednesday evening, October 25, visited ———— Lodge. The
night was stormy, and but few members were present. Their work
was not as accurate as [ had reason to expect, but in the main was
substantially correct. Their records have not been as well and accu-
rately kept as they should be. Their returns and fees were not ready,
and at the time of making this report, Dec. 2d, have not been received.
The condition of this Lodge is not at all satisfactory, but, on the con-
trary, very unsatisfactory; and my hopes, one year ago, that they
would come out from under the cloud that rested upon them, have not
been realized. It may become necessary for the Grand Lodge to take
some action in regard to it. I had the assurance, at the time of my
visit, from the W. M. and Secretary, that their returns with the fees
should be sent to me within one week. I have written three times to
them, and have seen the W. M. in regard to the matter, but have not
been able to advance the matter.”

The return for that year was afterwards received, the District Dep-
uty Grand Master’s receipt bearing date December 2, and, though in-
complete, was more satisfactory than any the Lodge had rendered for
several years. I®was, therefore, encouraged to hope that a better spirit
was beginning to prevail, and that this Lodge would soon resume the
high position which it had occupied, until within a few years, as one of
the oldest and best Lodges in the jurisdiction.

It was, therefore, with extreme disappointment and sorrow that I
read the following letter, received on the 5th inst., from the District
Deputy Grand Master.

OFFICE oF THE DisTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER,
—— Masonic DisTricT OF MASSACHUSETTS,
Dec. 8, A. D. 1872, A. L. 5872.
SereNo D. Nickersox, M. W. Grand Haster : —

Dear Sir AND BROTEER,— Herewith I hand you an abstract of the Reports
from the Masonic District under my charge, for the year ending Aug. 31, 1872.

I have delayed almost to the last moment in the hope that I could get a report
from every Lodge in the District. One came in last evening, and one has not
reported or paid any dues yet. Something will have to be done with this Lodge
to bring them to a sense of their duty. My patlence with them is well nigh ex-
hausted, and longer forbearance will cease to be a virtue. I will see you in ref-
erence to this at the meeting of the Grand Lodge.

I find it impossible to get complete reports, arising from the imperfect manner
in which their records have been kept in past years, and the constant change of
Secretaries, some of whom do not appear to understand their business. I don’t
know how this can be remedied ; perhaps you may have some suggestion to make
in regard to this matter. Yours fraterna]ly,

D. D. G. M.

I have recited these facts at length, although they are not all norin
gome respects the most offensive acts of insubordination of this Lodge,
and its Worshlpful Ma.ster, in order that you might see that I had good
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grounds for the very decided .action which I took in the premises.
Immediately upon the perusal of the letter just quoted, from the D.
D. G. Master, I wrote the following letter to the Worshipful Master of
the Lodge in question, and mailed it to his address, on the day of its
date: ’

GRrAND LopGR oF MABSACHUSETTS,

OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER,
Bosron, Dec. 5, 1872,

To the W. Master of Lodge : —

Again, as has been the case for several years past, the Returns of your District
have been received at this office without any report or dues from your Lodge.

The Constitutions expressly declare what returms you shail make, and what
dues you shall pay and when. Every member of your Lodge, at his initiation
solemnly promised that he would ¢¢ stand to and abide by all the Laws and Con-
stitutions of Freemasonry, together with the particular regulations of the Most
‘Worshipful Grand Lodge under whose jurisdiction ” he might reside, and you
have taken an additional obligation ¢ strictly to conform to every edict of the
Grand Lodge.” ,

Notwithstanding these solemn promises, you and your Lodge have persistently,
deliberately, and wilfully violated the Constitutions and Regulations of the
Grand Lodge, and disobeyed the orders of your superiors in office. So flagrant
has been your conduct in this respect that you and your Lodge have hecome a
shame and a disgrace to the Craft, which can be tolerated no longer. My prede-
cessors have borne with you for years in the hope that you would see the error
of your ways and return to the path of duty of your own accord. This forbear-
ance, however, seems only to encourage you to more and more open and gross
insubordination and disobedience. I have long been determined that this state
of things should not continue. I insist upon your immediate compliance with
every iota of the Constitutions and Regulations of the Grand Lodge, 8o far as
may be in your power, and I give you distinct warning that such compliance on’
your part will be strictly and watchfully enforced under the severest pains and
penalties. I particularly enjoin and command you to forward to me forthwith
a full and complete return of your Lodge for the past year, as required by the
Grand Constitutions, and also the full amount of your dues to the Grand Lodge.
In accordance with the order of the Grand Lodge, passed June 14, 1871, I here-
by forbid you ¢“ to work in any of the Degrees of Masonry ” until such returns
and dues are placed in my hands.

At the Annual Communication on the 11th inst., I shall make a full report of
your conduct to the Grand Lodge, and recommend that, unless it be changed
forthwith and satisfactory assurances given of obedience and loyalty, your Char-
ter be revoked.

Farthermore, I command you to cause this letter to be read in open Lodge, at
the next Stated Communication of your Lodge.

Hereof fail not at your peril.

SErEx0 DwigHT NICKERSON,
Grand Master.

In reply to this communication the Master yesterday appeared in
person, delivered the returns and paid the dues of his Lodge, and made
such explanation as he could. At his earnest request, and upon his
assurance that there should be no further cause to question the loyalty
or obedience of his Lodge, I have consented to suppress the name of the
Lodge. I have, however, thought it proper to report the case to you,

1 ;
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as my 4action in the premises was so unusual. It is to be hoped that
no similar case may occur hereafter. '

With this single exception I believe a spirit of entire loyalty to the
Grand Lodge prevails throughout the jurisdiction, and I trust the mem-
bers of this Lodge will speedily place themselves in accord with their
Brethren.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

SerRENO DwieHT NICKERSON, -
Grand Master.

THE SPIRIT OF FREEMASONRY IS TOLERANT.

It is not allied to sect or party. It may not interfere with our polit-
ical or religious opinions. Its doctrines and duties arise to the plane of
humanity. It aspires to be an absolute religion‘in its universal adapti-
tude.

“ Here names, and sects and ”partles fall,
And CHARITY is all in al

More than twenty years ago I met, on a festival day, in the Com-
mandery of Knights Templars, at Nashville, Tennessee, Rev. Dr. How-
ell of the Baptist Church ; Rev. Dr. Kerr, of the Presbyterian Church;
Rev. Dr. Wheat of the Episcopal Church ; Rev. Dr. Hall of the Chris-
tian Church, and Rev. Dr. Henkle, of the Methodist Church, all in
Masonic accord. It was beautiful to behold them there, technical dif-
ferences forgotten, grouped beneath the grand Labarum of the cross,
responsive to its device, * In hoc signo vinces,” all grateful for the sacred

communion — a type of the high fruition of souls hereafter.
» » » » » » » »

Freemasonry, like religion, has her martyrs. It has had to pass
through the fiercest fires of persecution, and human fiends have sought
to wring from tortured hearts and quivering lips the secret of her love.
In darker ages, and under barbarous princes and prelates, she has suf-
fered and triumphed over agony and death. Ay, and in more modern
times, along the shores of the Zgean, upon the sunny plains of Italy,
and among the vine-clad hills of France, the blood of her martyrs
appeals unto Heaven. Even in our land, in 1830, a great anti-Masonic
convention was held in Philadelphia, and William H. Seward, Francis
Granger, Pliny Merrick, Thaddeus Stevens, and others of like spirity
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urged & war of extirmination against our Fraternities; but Masonry
triumphed over the miserable ground swell of that day, and magnifies
itself in the eyes of mankind. A recent gathering of our enemies
expended itself in futile rage. We have sometimes been too careless of
our honor. Unworthy members have given occasion for slandering our
principles. But a spirit of reform is at work, ¢ Truth is mighty, and
it will prevail.” And soaring aloft, with this age of progress, the he-
roic spirit of moral unity shall pervade the globe.— Rev. E. C. Slater.

AN ANCIENT DIPLOMA.

Bro. Hughan has communicated to the London Freemason the follow-
ing copy of an ancient diploma which has recently come into his pos-
session. It is written on parchment measuring five by ten ioches. It
is different in its terms from' any similar document that we have here-
tofore met with, and we therefore give it as a matter of historical
interest, though we have seen diplomas of a much older date,

{Lonen }The Light shineth in Darkness, but the Darkness comprehendeth it
SEAL )not. Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Supreme Grand Master which is in heaven. We the
undersigned Master and Wardens of the most respectable Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons, known by the name of the Lodge of Harmony, No. 475, held
in Monkwearmouth Shore, in the County of Durham, in the Kingdom of
England; Do hereby Certify and attest to all the Brethren of the Face of the
Earth, that Brother Richard Dickinson, was under due and regular vouchers re-
ceived a member of our Lodge, and was entered an Appce., past a F. C. and
raised to the sublime degree of a Master, and as such We do hereby recommend
him to the Brethren of all regular constituted Lodges to be admitted after due
examination to these parts of the Friendly Mysteries and Sacred Ceremonies
thereof which belong unto Him, and that no profane hands may make any ill use
hereof our Brother hath set his own name in his own handwriting under the seal
of our Lodge, so that by causing the Bearer to write his name in your presence,
you will be able to judge whether this be his own certificate.
Sealed with the Seal of the Lodge and Signed by us, January the 81st, A. L.

58776, and in the year of our Redemption 1776.

GEo. LoNasTAFF, Mastr.

S. W., MicHAEL HARRISON.

J. W., GEo. GREGSON.

Witness, CusweLL REeLy, Sec.
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PETERS’ MUSICAL MONTHLY.

This excellent musical Magazine for March, contains the following fine selec-
tion of new music: ¢¢ Saviour, Thou art ever Near;” ¢ Pretty Evaline Adair:”
¢ Geraldine; ”  He Kissed Me Good-bye at the Gate;” ‘ Hear Me Say My
Little Prayer;” ¢ Just as I am;* ¢ Let the World Chant and Sing;” * Paton
Your Best Array;” for songs and hymns, beside the following instrumental
music —¢¢ Kittie’s Polka; ¢ Bohemian Girl;” ¢ The Village Festival;” and
¢“The Toast.” All this for 30 cents; subscription price $3.00 a year. Address
J. L. Peters, 599 Broadway, New York.

SCRIBNER’S.

Among the illustrated articles in Sertbner’s for March, are an interesting de-
scription of ¢ Life in the New Diamond Diggings of South Africa;” ¢¢ Professor
Morse and the Telegraph,” with the only correct account of the first telegram,
of which a fac-simile is given, as well as a fac-simile of the first daguerreotype
of the human face ever made in America; ‘¢ Napoleon II., King of Rome and
Duke of Reichstadt; ” with several portraits of the son of the first Napoleon
and curious particulars of his life; in the present installment of ¢ Arthur Bon-
nicastle,” there is a description of a ‘‘revival” in a New England village, and
¢ Aunt Flick ”” makes her first appearance; there are some good short stories,
besides a fine essay and an analysis of the life of George P. Putnam. The
editorial departments discuss many articles of interest. Saxe Holm’s friends will
be glad to learn that a new story by him will appear in the April number.
Subscription to magazine, $4.00 a year in advance. Sold by A. Williams & Co.,
booksellers, Washington St., Boston.

HARPER'S MAGAZINE

For March, has an unlimited variety of instructive and entertaining matter,
profusely illustrated. It opens with ¢ Life on Board a Man-of"war.” This is
followed by ¢ Along the Elbe,” illustrated. Rev. Wm. F. Ward gives an
instructive paper entitled ¢ Our Debt to Cadmus,” being a history of the forma-
tion of the alphabet. Miss Thackeray’s ‘¢ Old Kensington * loses nothing of the
freshness and charm which have thus far fascinated its readers. Charles Reade,
in this month’s installment of *“ A Simpleton,” gives us a genuine description of
a formidable dress-maker’s bill, and its moral significance. Wilkie Collins in
¢ The New Magdalen,” still holds his readers in suspense, and the denouement
of his story in abeyance, as is his wont. There are several short stories, and the .
poetry in the number is good. The editorial departments are unusually full and
important. Price $4.00 a year. Sold by A. Williams & Co., Old Corner Book-
store, Boston. .

LIPPINCOTT’S.

The current issue of this magazine is highly attractive both in articles and
illustrations. The most striking feature is Mr. Black’s charming new serial —
¢ A Princess of Thule;” ¢ The Roumi in Kabylia ” describes a tour through
modern Algeria; the engravings accompanying it are finely exeguted. * The
National Trans-Alleghany Water-Way,” by Prof. Maury, describes the method
by which it is proposed to connect the waters of the Mississippi with those of the
Atlantic Ocean, and thus establish direct communication between Omaha and the
ports of Europe. ¢ Unsettled Points of Etiquette” is an interesting and satis-
factory article. The poems in this number are ¢ Winter; ” and the ¢ Hermit's
Vigil; ” both unusually fine. The ¢ Monthly Gossip ” contains criticism upon
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the acting of Miss Neilson; some amusing anecdotes of the late Gen. Lee, and a

variety of entertaining notes and comments. Terms $4.00 a year. Sold by A. .

Williams & Co., Boston.

GALAXY.

This excellent periodical for March is attractive and entertaining, containing a
large amount of instructive and interesting matter. The contents are ¢ Casual
Cogitations,” introducing chapters in ** Qur Mercantile Spirit; >’ and * The Labor
Question; ” ‘“ A Sonnet on Sonnets;” ¢ Life on the Plains;* ¢ The Ant char; ”
“Views Abroad; ” Mrs. Edward’s serial ¢* A Vagabond Heroine;” ¢ Waiting,”
by Mary L. Ritter; ¢ Recollections of Horace Greeley,” by Thurlow Weed;
“ Life’s Affiuence ; ” ¢ Wanderings ;” ¢ Part 1I.— Society in Rome; ” the edito-
rial departments are replete with good literature. Subascription $4.00 a year in
wdvance. Sold by A. Williams & Co. C . o

MISCELLANEA.

WHAT OUR CONTEMPORARIES SAY OF US.

Freeuasons’ MAaazing.—We rejoice greatly to find the initial number of the

82d vol. of this excellent magazine among our exchanges. The words ;judicious,
considerate and elegant are apt adjectives, and the words taste, simplicity and
power are apt nouns, to apply to this work. We also rejoice that Bro. Moore
was not seriously injured by the calamitous fire in Boston, and we - do most sin-.
cerely hope that his publication may be spared to us for many years.— Masonis
Trowel, Springfield, Il

PENNSYLVANIANS ARE READING MASONS.—We have always maintained that the
Pennsylvania craftsmen were ¢ reading Masons.” We know this fact from our
own books. We are proud of the Keystone subscription list, both on account of
its numbers, and the eminent names it includes of our best citizens. And we are
no less proud that one of our esteemed cotemporaries, Moore’s Freemasons’
Monthly, has also found out, to his profit, that Pennsylvanians are ¢ reading
Masons.” In the last number the editor says: .

“ A correspondent at Gibsonburg, Penn,, sends us a list of Zwenty new sub-
scribers for the current volume, and very properly says :—¢ I must say that I feel
a little proud of the Craft here, for the unanimity with which they have come
forward; all in our little town, with two or three exceptions, being embraced

- within the above number.’”

Three cheers for Pennsylvania! There’s an example worth following.— Key-

We are glad to receive the January number of the 32d volume of the Freema-
sons’ Monthly Magazine, in new type, and richly freighted, as usual, with origi-
nal and selected articles. The discontinuance of this time-honored and excellent
periodical would have been a great loss to the Fraternity at larfe, and a standing
;eeproach to the Brethren of the old Bay State.— Freemasons’ Repository, Provi-

nee.

MORMON LODGES.

An esteemed correspondent writes us from Iowa, that he is satisfied that the
report of the existence of spurious Lodges at Salt Lake City, is not strictly cor-
rect. He says that he visited that city three years ago, and made diligent inquiry
of regular Masons relative to Mormon Masonry, and was informed that no irreg-
ular Masonic Lodges existed, but that the Mormon Church had what they called
the ¢ Endowment,” composed of scraps of Masonic forms, through which all the
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members of that church had to pass, before they could be received into full con-
nection, It is possible that our information from Salt Lake City may have been
erroneous, and that our correspondent was misled by the quasi-Masonic ¢ En-
dowment ” society here referred to.© We shall be glad to know that this is the
case, though these ** scrups of Masonic forms ” referred to by our correspondent,
may mean more than appears on the face of them. Atall events it may be well
for our Lodges to be a little particular in the admission of visitors from that
quarter. .

SUPREME COUNCILS 33% A. AND A. RITE.

The Grand Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, in correspon-
dence with the Supreme Council for the Northern Jurisdiction of the United
States, are as follows:— Supreme Council, Southern Jurisdiction, U. S. A.,
Albert Pike, Washington, D. C., Sov. G. Com. ; Albert G. Mackey, Washington,
Sec. Gen.; Supreme Council for France and dependencies, Adolphe Cremieux,
Paris, G. C.; for England and dependencies, Charles J. Vigne, London, G. C.;
for Scotland, J. Whyte Melville, Mt. Melville, St. Andrew’s, G. C.; for Ireland,
Duke of Leinster, Maynooth, G. C.; for Belgium, Edward Lischer, Bruxelles,
G. C.; for Brazil, ;s for the Argentine Republic, Dr. Nicanor Albarellos,
Buenos Ayres, G. C.; for Uruguay, Augustin de Castro, Montevideo, G. C.;
for Peru, Antonio de S. Ferreira, Lima, G. C.; for Portugal, E1 Conde de Par-
aty, Lisboa, G. C.; for Italy, Allessandro Y. de Milbitz, Torrino, G. C.; for

" Mexico, James C. Loshe, City of Mexico, G. C.; for New Granada, Juan M.
Grau, Cartagens, G. C.; for Chili, J. de D. Merino Benevente, Valparaiso, G.
C.; for Central America, Francisco Calvo, San José, Costa Rica, G. C.

MASONIC SOCIAL REUNION.

A preliminary meeting of the Masonic fraternity of New Hampshire and Ver-
mont was held at the Junction House, White River Junction, Vt., on Monday
evening the 17th of February, to make arrangements for a grand gathering and
festival. The meeting was quite numerously attended. Friday evening, March
14, was fixed upon for the first annual assembly, which will be held at the Junc-
tion House. Various committees were appointed, who will at once enter upon
their duties. Carter’s Band, of Boston, and Hough’s Band, of Lebanon, assisted
by other first-class artists, will furnish music.

A committee of five was selected to nominate officers for a permanent organi-
gation, and recommend & name. The following gentlemen were unanimously
nominated : For President, Col. J. W. Robinson of Claremont, N. H.:; Vice
Presidents, J. S. Eaton of Woodstock, Vt., J. Willis Johnson of Enfield, N.
H., and J. C. Parker of Hartford, Vt.; Secretary, A. W. Baker of Lebanon, N.
H.; Treasurer, Wilson Britton of Hartford; Executive Committee, H. . Good-
rich of Lebanon, C. S. Hamilton of Hartford, and G. F. Bean of Concord.
Name recommended, ‘¢ Connecticut River Valley Masonic Union.” These mat-
ters are to be voted upon by the full convention on the evening of the assembly.

CAPTAIN FAMES RILEY.

We have seen a paragraph floating about in the pages of some of our cotempo-
raries to the effect that this gentleman was rescaecf from his captivity among the
Arabs in 1816, by the influence of the Masonic tie over his barbarous captors.
This, though entirely characteristic of its author, is wholly destitute of truth.
Capt. James Riley was shipwrecked and captured by the Arabs on the southern
coast of Africa about the year 1818, and was rescued or rather redeemed, by the
payment of a large sum of money by we think the British Consul, Mr. Wiltshire,
at Mogadore. Mr. Wiltshire may have been a Mason; we are inclined to think
he was, and we have the same reason for believing that Mr. Riley was alsoa
member of the Fraternity; and to this relation may perhaps be attributed much
of the kindness shown to him and his crew by Mr. Wiltshire, after their release
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from captivity. We have not his narrative before us, nor have we seen it since
the year 1818. We think, however, there was something in the frontispiece
which would seem to warrant this conclusion; but that any of his captors were
Masons is a ridiculous assumption, and knowingly designed to be a piece of de-
ception. Captain Riley was a native of Connecticut, and died at sea in 1840.

THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER.—INEFFABLE NAME.

We find it difficult to understand the precise action of the General Grand Chap-
ter at its last session. We infer, however, from an article by Bro. Mackey in
the last number of the Natsonal Freemason, received since writing our leading
article for the present month, that no definite action followed the discussion
which then took place. If this be so, then there was na occasion for the report
adopted by the Grand Chapter of this State at its late annual session. The Tet-
ragrammaton has never, so far as we know, been eliminated from the Ritual of
any Chapter in this country, but remains where it was originally placed by the
authors of the degree or those who introduced it here. That it is in its right
place, may admit of doubt. We had sooner believe that it belongs to another
branch of Masonry, and that the recovery followed as a sequence to the loas,
without any radical change of its relations.

OBITUARY,.

. ————
ILL. BRO. FREDERICK H. DORR, 33°

This estimable brother and gentleman died in this city suddenly, we think
of disease of the heart, in the early part of the last month. He was a resident
merchant of the city of Buenos Ayres, in the Argentine Republic, S. A., where
he had resided for many years, and where he leaves a widow. We believe he was
a native of Boston, where he lived in early life. He was an active, zealous Ma-
son, and a member of the English Provincial Grand Lodge of Buenos Ayres.
He was also an honorary member of the Supreme Council 83°, for the Northern
Jurisdiction of the United States, having received the degrees of the Ancient and
Accepted Rite in this city. He was a brother of estimable character, and was
highly respected by all who enjoyed the honor of his acquaintance. Our slight
knowledge of his personal history does not enable us to write a mare extended
notice of him. Indeed, we were not aware of his presence in the city, until we
saw his decease noticed in the public papers, though he did us the honor of a call
at our office soon after his arrival from ggmh America in the fall,

BRO. ROBERT GREER, M. D.

We were pained to hear of the departure of our estimable friend and brother,
Dr. Robert Greer, aged 67 years, late city physician at Rainsford Island. Our
brother received his Masonic degrees in Scotland, and since 1850 has been an’
active and beloved member of Columbian Lodge in Boston. It is a happiness to
know that in his last moments, far from his native land, he was surrounded by
kind and sympathizing friends and brothers, to whom he had endeared himself
by his mild and manly virtues, and that in the home of the family of the Super-
intendent, grateful to him for his professional skill and care, he received every
comfort which his sufferings required. He was borne to his last resting-place at
Mt. Hope, by loving friends and brothers. And thus has passed away a most
exemplary Christian gentleman, and a faithful and beloved brother.

4 He has passed froth the clasp of mourning friends,
To the arms of the loved and lost,

And those smiling faces wili greet him there .
‘Which on earth he had valued most.” C.
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For SiLE.— A complete set of this magazine. Address the editor.
‘WaxteED.—Nos. b and 8 of Vol. X. of this magazine.

Tag Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth will hold a quarterly communication
at the Masonic Temple in this city, on Wednesday the 12th inst., at 2 p. M.

A New Masonic Temple at San femando, Trinidad, was dedicated on the 12th
\ of January. The building is of two stories, situated in a convenient locality,
and commands a fine view of the harbor.

CrYpT10 MAsONRY.— The Masonry that is embraced ir the royal and select
degrees is called ¢ Cryptic Masonry,” from the Greek word crypte, which means
a concealed place or subterranean vault. The caves or cells’ underground, in
which the primitive Christians worshipped, and the vaults beneath ounmodern
churches, are called crypts. The existence of crypts under the Temple of Solo-
mon is testified to by the earliest as well as the most recent topographers at Je-

~  rusalem.

" OBITUARY PoETRY.— The Danbury News says: ¢ The few lines received on
the death of several individuals, in the past week, are respectfully declined. We
don’t like this kind of poetry. We receive a great deal of it, but we don’t seem
to harden under it. Now if the authors of these affecting stanzas would only try
to control their feelings, and not give way to the bitterness of their grief, it would
be much better for them and for those depending upon them. They would find
the world to be brighter; they would grow purer and nobler themselves, and
might, in time, and we don’t think it is too much to hope for — might learn to
spell.”

Masoxic BarL.— A grand full dress Masonic ball was given at Bury, St. Ed-
monds, Eng., on the 24th of January. It was largely attended, and according to
the English papers, was a magnificent affair. The halls were all brilliantly
dressed with Masonic banners, devices and emblems of every description; some
of which were appropriate enough, while we on this side of the Atlantic, should
consider others of them quite out of place. Everything passed off successfully
and pleasantly. . :

TrE Provincial Grand Lodge at Bombay, India, held a half-yearly communi-
cation at Byculla in November, the Hon. Mr. Justice Gibbs, District Grand Mas- .
ter, presiding. In his opening address he stated that the Lodges in the Bombay
district have been working the past year with that cordiality and harmony with
which Freemasonry ought to be worked in every part of the globe. A vote of
condolerce with the family of the late Lord Mayo, the Patron of Freemasonry in

- India, was passed.

ExruLsioN.— John Reed has recently been expelled from Masonry by Western
Star Lodge, the Chapter, Council and Commandery of Nebraska City, for unma-
sonic conduct. By the law and the usage of Masonry in this country, the expul-
sion by the Lodge was sufficient to remove him from the other bodies named.
‘We infer, therefore, from the action bad in the case, that the vffence was of an
unusually aggravated character, and that the bretbren were bent on making the
gxpplsion certain. He is said to be a ‘ bright Mason,” and a druggist by pro-

‘ession.




C. W. MOORE’S
Pocket Trestle Board
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DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW.

—

FOR THE USE OF LODGES AND LEARNERS.

This is a small pocket manual, in tuck, of convenient size for the pocket, and contains
all the monitorial parts of the Work and Lectures of the first three degrees, and is espe-
cially adapted for the use of Lodges and Learners. It also contains a complete DiGEsT
of Masonic Law, as required in the government of Lodges, and in the settlement of legal
questions. It is the first work of the kind ever published in this or any other country,
and is the BEST.

It may be had through the booksellers generally, or of Pollard & Leighton, Nichols &
Hall, Lée & Shepard, or A. Williams & Co., at the ¢ Old Corner Bookstore,” Washington
Street, or of the author at the Masonic Temple. Price, $8.00 a dozen; 76 cts. single copy.

“The New Masonic Trestle Board,”

by the samé author, approved and recommended by the Grand Lodge of this Common-
wealth, and by most of the Grand Lodges in the United States, may also be had at the
above places. It contains all that is required, and all that it is proper to publish, in rela-
tion to the working of Lodges, Chapters, Councils and Commanderies, and- is universally
admitted to be the most complete and perfect manual ever offered to the fraternity. It
was originally prepared and published under the authority of the United States Masonic
Convention in 1843, and has passed through more than forty editions. It has done more
to preserve uniformity of work throughout the country, than any other manual ever pub-
lished, and to counteract the innovations and changes which irresponsible book-makers

and speculators are continually attempting to fasten upon the rituals of the different
orders.

AGENTS WANTED

in every Lodge of every secret loéiety in the United States and Canada, to sell articles

wanted by members of all societies. Large commissions. For further information and
terms, address

M. C. LILLEY & CO.,
Columbus, Ohio.

MARCY'’S SCIOPTICON This Sciopticon is now used by the Comman.

With Improved and Cheapened deries in Philadelphia, and we can recommend it

as being in every way superior for all Masonic

MAGIC LANTERN SLIDES. purposes, over the old-fashioned Lantern, as it

For Homes, Sunday-Schools and Lecture- [ does not take up half the room. It is much

m,l,‘.., it is nmimu ;d. Bé-imimt am} ©asy | cheaper. It can be got ready in five minutes, and

to show. Circulars Free. Catalogues 10 eta. | yj)| pive a clear, sharp picture, ranging from three

SCIOPTICON MANUAL (Revised E4.) 60 cts. | to eight feet in diameter.

L.J.MARcy, 1340 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. E. Massox, Philadelphia.
IsAAC MUFF, 3400 Ludlow St., W. Philadelphia.




Masonico Furnishing Store?

POLLARD & LEICHTON,
04 Tremont' St., corner of Bromfield St., Boston,

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF

SOGIETY REGALIA AND ‘MILITARY G00DS.

ALL THE VARIETIES OF

. AND @E@WHIN@

_ For Lodges, Ohapters, Councils and Commanderies,
- Enights Templars’ Equipments farnished at Short Notice,

JANNERS OF ALL KINDS PAINTED AND NADE 0 ORDER.

floore’s Masonic Trestle Board; Moore’s Pocket Trestle Board; Webb’s Masonic Moni-
tor, pocket edition; Freemason’s Pocket Library; Working Monitor; Diction-
- ary and Manual of Masonic Law; Chase’s Digest of Masonic Law;
Tacties for Knights Templars; and all other Masonic
Publications for sale at the Publishers’ prices.

GUILD & DEILANO,

No. 2 Winter Street, Boston,
Manufacturers and Dealers in all kinds of

MA$©W$<¢ JEWELRY,

FOR LODGES, CHAPTERS AND COMMANDERIES;

Also, Badges and Presentation J ewels,

FOR LODGES. CLUBS AND SOCIETIES.

Manufucturers and Dealers in Piantonds and Sine Hewelry.
No. 2 WINTER STREET, BOSTON. ’

 THE MASONIC ORPHEUS.

A collection of Hymns, Songs, Chants, and Familiar Tunes, designed to accompany the work of ¥
and Accepted Masons in all the various Degrees and Orders appertaining to the Blue Lodg
Royal Arch Chapter, C 1l of Select and Royal Masters, and Commander;
Also adapted to all public and private ceremonies of the Fraternity, Installation and Dedication, Funei
Obsequies, &c. Arranged expressly for Male Voices, with an Accompaniment for the Organ or Pi
forte, by HOWARD M. DOW, Organist of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. Bound in large quar
cloth. Price, $3.00. Sent post-paid on receipt of price.

TO OBGANISTS OF MASONIC LODGQGES.

Glarke’s Short Voluntaries, for the Pipe or Reed Ores
Price in boards, $1.50. Sent post-paid on recelpt of price.

OLYVRER DITAON & Of.. Rnatnm. OAHAS. . MITSON & NO.. Vasw |
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SUSPENSIONS AND EXPULSIONS.

We are asked whether the suspension of a member for non-payment
of dues operates as a bar to his admission as a visitor to the Lodge
suspending him? .

Suspensions in Masonry are either general or local. (1). They are
general when resulting from immorality, disloyalty or other offences
subversive of the laws, or prejudicially affecting the welfare of the
institution at large. (2). They are local when predicated on causes
entirely of a local character, affecting only the relations of the delin-
quent with the particular Lodge of which he is a member. The laws
which govern them are similar in their administrative processes, but
are essentially different in their jurisdiction and the penalties attached
to them. Both are governed by the common law of equity, and both
secure to the accused service and hearing before conviction. The
rule of the civil law, that the accused shall not be adjudged guilty be-
fore hearing and trial by his peers, is also the rule of Masonic law.

Conviction, under the first of the foregoing definitions, suspends the
delinquent from all his rights and privileges as a MasoN, and during
its continuance, denies him all Masonic fellowship with his brethren.
It differs from expulsion in degree only, and is rarely imposed except
for offences of secondary importance, as where there is a reasonable
presumption of the reformation and ultimate restoration of the offender.
On the other hand, expulsion holds out no such inducement, and enter-
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. One is correctional, the other final ; with rare ex-

ler the second of our definitions, rests absolutely or
relations of the delinquent to the private Lodge of
nber, and may be awarded by the Lodge, for causes
ial to the general interests or welfare of the institu- *
sither its public reputation, or the acquired rights and
accused as a member of the Masonic family at large.
the members present at any Lodge duly summoned,”
ms of the Grand Lodge of England, * have an un-
agulate their own proceedings, provided that they are
jeneral laws and regulations of the Craft.”
‘or Masonry, by his initiation is invested with the in-
and becomes entitled to all those personal benefits
hich, under the old constitutions, charges and regula-
ed and enjoyed by individual members of the frater-
'ganization of private or particular Lodges, as thej
thich are indisputably ¢* consistent with the general
ns of the Craft,”— not the local laws of any particu-
ry, but such as are absolute.and universal in their
present system of private Lodges, as subordinate to
st came into existence in the early part of the last
r to that period, Lodges were voluntary associations
ing a power of correction within themselves, except
sct-matter in controversy was under the control of the
ns and charges, or was carried by appeal to the Gen-
f the Craft. At the organization of the first Grand
their condition was changed, and they were brought
sle and conservative regulations. It was mot, how-
3w years after, that the custom of holding isolated or
8, for the making of Masons, was abrogated, and
ots from the new Grand Lodge were required ; when,
eir proceedings became illegal ; and it was not until
it the Lodges, so authorized, were empowered to con-
. third degrees ; these being held under the immediate
‘and Lodge. The granting of this power placed the
lly where they now are, and invested them with the
1g Masons at their convenience. They were likewise
ive members and to enact laws for their own govern-
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ment, not inconsistent with the ancient usages-of the Craft, or the pre-
rogatives of the Grand Lodge. Or, in other words, they were clothed
with a * power of correction within themselves.” But this power did
not extend to ezpulsion from Masonry. That was reserved by the
Grand Lodge; and we accordingly find in the present constitutions of
England the declaration that, ¢ In the Grand Lodge alone resides the
power of enacting laws and regulations for the government of the
Craft, and of altering, repealing and abrogating them, always taking
care that the antient landmarks of the Order are preserved,” * * * and
that, ‘¢ in the Grand Lodge alone resides the power of erasing lodges and
expelling brethren from the Craft, a power which it ought not to dele-
gate to any subordinate authority.” By the constitutions of the Grand
Lodge of this Commonwealth, it is provided that in any trial where the
verdict is suspension or expulsion from Masonry, an attested copy of
the proceedings shall be sent up at the ensuing meeting of that
Body for examination and econfirmation. Until so confirmed, the
action of the Lodge is held in abeyance, except that in the meantime
expulsion operates as a suspension of the rights of the accused. And
this appears to us to be a consistent and proper regulation ; for suspen-
sions of this kind are, for the time being, but modifications of expul-
sions, and should be controlled by the same general laws. It is impor-
tant, however, that the distinction betweeh suspension from Masonry and
suspension from Membership should not be lost sight of. The Lodge,
per se, has no power to suspend or expel from Masonry, independently
of the confirmatory action of the Grand Lodge; while, on the other
hand, it is invested with ample power to suspend or vacate individual
memberships, without the concurrent action of the Grand Body under
which it holds, taking care that the prescribed legal forms in such cases
are complied with. Candidates are Thitiated not into lodges, but by them,
into Masonry ; and are not therefore amenable to the particular laws of
the initiating Lodge, until, by another process, they become members of
it.* Theadditional privileges and advantages accruing to a member by
virtue of his membership, are such as are guaranteed by the by-laws of
his Lodge, and are wholly independent of the more general privileges
- conferred by his initiation. They may be forfeited by a non-fulfilment
of the conditions en which he was admitted to them ; as, for insubordi-
nation to the requirements'of the by-laws, the commands of the Master,

*No man can be entered a Brother in any particular , or admitted a membder thereof
wmmig'gxe unanimous consent of all the members of that ge then present.—Old Regula-
tions, 3
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rent of dues; but such forfeiture does, not reach beyond the
of the Lodge itself, and does not therefore impair any of the
red by his admission into Masonry, as a homogeneans, fam-
d by laws of universal appliqat'iqn. The distinction is an
ne. Masonry, using the term in its broad .and comprehen-
is one thing. The Lodge, with its specific, and limited
another thing. The first is a universal society, embracing
nations and all tongues, ha.vmg 8 common object in view,
ledging allegiance to laws and usages of a common origin :
a subordinate and private association, composed of mem-
from the universal family, and clothed with delegated pow-
'm such acts, and discharge such duties, a8 are required by
ns of its existence. That it may the more effectually dis-
» duties, it is also invested with special powers to enforce its
ions, and to discipline its own members for any wilful vio-
»m. Beyond this, it has no absolute penal powers what-
ay remove a member from the Lodge, but it cannot remave
asoury, or dlvest hlm of auy of his original Magonic privi-

| yet, though this be true as an .independent proposition, it
recelved as a bar to prevent the Lodge from taking such
s direction as, in its own wisdom, the interest or.honor of
y atlarge may demand. It is authorized by the accredited
e fraternity everywhere, not only to enforce obedience to itg
ws, by such penalties as are within the scope of its powers,
rraign an offending brother subject to its jurisdiction, oa
ich, if proved, would expose him to the highest penalty
e criminal laws of Masonry. But its proceedings in such
he result of its examinations, are incomplete, and, with the
efore noticed, inoperative, until confirmed by the higher

re extending this article beyond our limits, and must bring
. The conclusions, then, at which we arrive, are —(1),
odae possesses no power of itself to suspend or expel an
other from the privileges and benefits acquired by his initi.
that such power * resides in the Grand Lodge alone.”—
ach and every Lodge is authorized and empowered to make
ssary regulations for its own government, and the discipline
members, provided they are ¢ consistent with the general
gulations of the Craft,” and not inconsistent with the con-
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- stitatiens and special regulations of the Grand Lodge under which, it
holds.—(8). That it is competent for any Lodge to suspend a member
from his rights and privileges, as sich, for non-payment of dues, the
violation of the provisions of its by-]aws, or other unmasonic conduqt 3
and - that it may also’ vacate membershlps, for adequate cause;

“the: proceedings in each case being conducted in accordance with the

_ - requirements of the Grand Lodge. —t4) That the effect of snspenslon

- - by the Lodge is to exclude him, during its continuance, from all the

‘partienlar rights, privileges and benefits conferred by his member-
ship.

And now, in conclusion — How is the right to visit affected by sus-
-pension-from membership? There is no clearly defined rule of practice
-on the subject. It is, however, held by high authorities in thjs
country, that the right is in no way affected by the suspension, and
that the suspended brother may visit his own Lodge  without let or

hindrance.” This would undoubtedly be true, if the right to visit was
sbsolute and unqualified ; because, in that case, it would clearly fall
into the class of absolute rights acquired by initiation, and could not,
therefore, be impaired by the local regulations of pnvate Lodges.

-But it-is wanting in this important élement, and the exercise of it must
therefore be controlled by the correlative conditions. By the consmu-
tions of the Grand Lodge of England, as well as by those of the Grand
Lodge of this Commonwealth, and of other jurisdictions in this coun-
try, ¢ a brother who is not a subscribing member to some Lodge, shall
Bot be permitted to visit any one Lodge in the town or place where he
resides more than once during his secession from the Craft.” The right
to visit is not therefore an absolute one, nor can it be classed among
the general and inalienable rights which the candidate acqmres by his
initiation, and of which he can be divested only by suspension or expul-
sion from the Order. We do not, however, cite this rule with an)"
view to argue from it, that the suspénsion of membership in one Lodge,
carries with it suspension of the right to visit in another; for we are
satisfied with the existing practice, as both legal and generous ; but re-
fer to it as evidence that the Lodge is itself clothed with a controlling
and independent power in the admission of its visitors. Besides, it is
held by some of the best Masonic jurists, that ¢ suspension from the
Lodge does not abrogate the connection between the member and his
Lodge, but places his rights in abeyance only.” Under this rule his
membership continues, with the right to exercise its privileges tempo-
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rarily suspended. His membership remains with his Lodge, and bars
him against affiliation with any other Lodge. This is clear; but his
right to visit his own Lodge is not so certain. By his membership he
acquired an absolute right to do so. This was one of the privileges
guaranteed to him, no less by the by-laws of his Lodge than by the
general laws of Masonry ; and is the correlative of his right to partici-
pate in all the transactions and benefits of the Lodge. It should seem,
therefore, that the suspension from all the rights and privileges of mem-
bership also includes this.  We cannot see any logical reason for mak-
ing it an exception. The matter, however, is perhaps not of much
importance, because it is to be presumed that his own sense of propriety
would be sufficient to restrain any brother from obtruding himself into
a Lodge from which he had been suspended for the violation of its laws,
and where he must feel that his presence would not be agreeable.

ERRORS IN FREEMASONRY.

- DEAR Bro. MooRE,— So great a change has taken place in some of
the modest features in Freemasonry within the last twenty or thirty
years, that it has excited the anxious solicitude of some of its warm-
est friends. Of course these departures from ancient usages were Dot
effected at a single bound. They are the results of time, and have in-
sidiously wormed themselves into favor through the eagerness of ¢ itch-
ing ears” and the fascinations of external pomp. Were these modifica-
tions confined entirely to the ritual, they might be controlled and
corrected, but when its government and external management, as well
as the ritual, are seduced to the prevailing spirit of the age, without
regarding theirinative elements, and a lassitude in Masonic customs
recklessly indulged, there can be no assurance felt for the healthful
perpetuity of the society. To group the many little items which are
practised, and conspire to mar the beauties of the inner Temple and
destroy the symmetry of its outward walls, would be a task too formid-
able for a single pen, and too inoperative, when it is evident that ap-
pealing lamentations fall listlessly upon the ear. There is one, how-
ever, to which I would deferentially draw attention, that really deserves
a reformatory consideration. Though not of very common practice it
has occasionally occurred and has done its full share in adulterating the
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spirit of true Masonry. I refer to the introduction of foreign and un-

. congenial subjects in the writings and official Addresses of some of our
. distinguished brethren. Many of the Craft, without reflection, have.

been led through these media to believe that matters of public interest
may properly be considered and legislated upon, if the object be a

{ deserving one. At the same time they would shrink from the discus-

sion of politics and religion as they understand the two terms. But the
true signification of both are misconceived. However, be that as it
may, it is in this manner the young and ignorant have blunted their
acute sensitiveness regarding the mysteries and purposes of Freema-
sonry.

The opening topics in these addresses bring under review the physi-
cal, moral and commercial condition of the world, noting every dis-
turbance a country may experience from wars, revolution, civil strife,
pestilence, famine, religious feuds, party divisions, adversity, prosper-
ity, humiliation and national glory, accompanied by well selected
phrases of sympathy, commiseration or gratulations. It is true, refer-
ence to all these various subjects may not be found in any one particu-
lar address, but they may be grouped from a number. Nor are they
found quietly nestled in a corner ; they stand out in bold relief. Ema-
nating as they do, from authoritative positions, the natural inference is
that the fraternity really had the supervisory care of the moral and
political condition of the world, and it depended mainly upon their
efforts to avert any threatened danger and correct any error or abuse
with which a people may be oppressed. It would be appropriate for
the Emperor of Russia to delineate the status of the political condition
of the several countries of the world, tendering words of encouragement
to such as were endeavoring to crush out the liberties of a people. It
would be proper for the Queen of England to bring to the attention of
her subjects, in detail, the irritating questions disturbing the quiet of
her neighbors. It would be equally consistent for the President of the
United States in his annual message, to review in the same manner the
political struggles of a people endeavoring to break off the shackles by
which they are enthralled and to tender, in sentiment at least, all the
aid his official functions allow. Such subjects rightfully attach to pub-
lic documents emanating from monarchial or federal executive sources.
Vital and important interests, affecting the safety, honor and perpetuity
of their respective countries, are under their special care and supervis-
ion, and it is mainly through these channels authentic information is
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:specting public affairs. But such and kindred sub;ects have
y with the Magonic system, nor are. they admissible elements
|posmon. - Neither are they harmless even though they are
1 slmply to make a paragraph or to adorn literary composi-

rd under the most favorable circumstances to subdue and give
rection to the ordinary debates in grand and, subordinate
omposed as they sometimes are, of gentlemen who have
en Masonry their particular study. How much more diffi-
the task in seasons of extraordinary commeotion? It is.
mbered that during the fratricidal strife in this country, per-
ng could scarcely be restrained, under the strong.excitements
, from plunging the poniard of political rancor into the bosom
oved Masonry. Had it not been for the large conservative
sntrolling the vehemence of the impetuous and revengeful, if
a requiem of Freemasonry had not been sung, its strong walls .
ould have been shaken to their very foundation. Other;occa-
- arise, in which similar opportunities would be afforded for
sression to like unmasonic feelings, when no hand would be
‘aiséd to avert the blow, nor tongue willing to defend her
| principles. The past history of the Institution indicates
7 its members have been to smother its principles under an
1ary pressure for the purpose of using its power in the interest
A intriguers and ambitious aspirants. Early in the seven-
itury we learn it was used to pave the way for the restoration
iarts to the throne of England. At a later period, in Sweden,
| in placing one of Napoleon’s generals on the throne, and in

. was used as a matter of speculation and vanity, Still later
‘sent'century, in this country, it was forced upon the sacrificial
public clamor, that by it the political position of unserupulous

might be advanced. Other instances probably might be
its history, in which its auspices have been courted and its
ed in matters of questionable propriety. These instances are
of themselves to admonish our official teachers to avoid extra
jects and guard well the citadel which protects the inner Tem-
secular encroachments. Although we may have the experi-
he past and an enlightened brotherhood in the present, with
ples of the Institution more fuilly discussed and better under-
1 human nature is the same now as then, and as difficult to
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Another subject germane to this, developes an error which, if not so ob-
viously inconsistent, certainly tends with equal force to impair the
perfect identity of Freemasonry. I refer ta the use of its name for pur-
poses not literally Masonic — it matters not whether it should be to
further financial schemes or in uniting in public civic demonstrations.
It may not be necessary or wise to insist upon a very tenacious adher-
ence to all the old peculiarities of Freemasonry, although much less
injury would result from such rigidity than from a more flexible rule;
but it should be the aim of the brethren, while in the pursuit of any
enterprise in which a promiscuons community may unite, to avoid asso-
ciating with it the name of Masonry. The Institution has its own
enterprises, its own benevolent work, its own fraternal schemes; and
its benignant care diffuses itself through every artery of its system. It
has no fellowship with anything not purely Masonic. Notwithstanding
it might prove difficult to trace the line separating the benevoleut
efforts of Freemasounry from those of kindred associations, there is nev-
ertheless a constitutional limitation to its acts, intending to check indis-
criminate latitude in any direction. The fundamental principles of the
Institution are centered in its old Landmarks, controlling aad circum-
scribing its operations, and yet their restrictive elements are frequently
perverted and sometimes used to shield inconsistent liberties. It must
be admitted, however, that while the Landmarks furnish the most
wholesome and equitable rules for Masonic guidance, they are founded
on principles too elastic, too comprehensive and too widely diffused
through the moral structure of the universe to suppose their illimitable
attributes could be hampered by the regulations of any one institution.
They give soul and character to every ethetical system of morals in the
world, and impulse to every noble suggestion of the human heart.
Therefore, while the operations of Masonry are necessarily restricted to
certain constitutional regulations, it is not pretended that its adherents
are thereby restrained, as individuals, from engaging in any other be-
nevolent undertaking commensurate with the charitable promptings of
their hearts. But it does insist that these outside operations shall be
conducted upon their own merits alone. The Institution has its own
identity to protect. It becomes weakened and impotent upon any at-
tempt to force an application of its functions to objects beyond its own
jurisdictional limits. It was never intended that Masonry should array
itself in favor of or in opposition to any system or condition of society.
It may with the utmost propriety school its votaries in its systems of

2 ’
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virtue, morality and benevolence, which may very properly take a
practical form through individual and associated efforts outside of Ma-
sonry. But even under such circumstances the Institation cannot
properly be associated with such foreign transactions. There may be
in this position a seeming inconsistency in view of the charitable char-
acter of Freemasonry, but a careful scrutiny of its organic peculiarities
will satisfy the most skeptical of its orthodoxy. Its hundreds of virtues
have substantially been retained through the vicissitudes of generations.
It is only of late years that its frame-work is being exposed. There
seems to be but a thin veil obscuring the secret work of the Temple
from the curious gaze of the outward world. There was a period in its
history when Freemasonry was esteemed a mysterious sodality, unfath-
omable by the profane. At that time public eulogistic disquisitions on
Masonry were scarcely ever heard. Nor were public advertisements
seen inviting the brethren to witness a Masonic Degree ; nor printed
reports of ¢ Boards of Relief” vauntingly exposing Masonic Charities.
‘Were there not an inward power which feeds its vital flame, Masonry
would lose its charms. Thanks to its beautiful, solemn and heart-
touching acroamatical system, there is a potency given to its virtues
- and a fascination to its mystical labors which impart a peculiar unction
to the silken cord which binds its members as a living fraternity.
Substituting another initial of my name, I still most cordially sub-
scribe myself, Yours in fraternal love, E.

THE PRINCE OF WALES AND FREEMASONRY.

GRAND MASONIC FESTIVAL AT LONDON.

The 31st anniversary festival of the Royal Masonic Benevolent In-
stitution for aged Freemasons and the widows of Freemasons, was cel-
ebrated at Freemasons’ Tavern, London, on the evening of the 24th of
February, with a success hitherto unprecedented. The Prince of
Woales, P. G. M., presided, and was supported by the Marquis of Ripon,
‘Grand Master, the Earl of Carnarvon, D. G. M. ; other Grand Officers,
and a body of nearly two hundred Stewards, representing the principal
Lodges in the metropolis, and the Provincial Grand Lodges of Cumber-
land and Westmoreland, West Yorkshire, Derbyshire, North and East
Yorkshire, Bristol, Leicestershire and Rutland, Northamptonshire and
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Huntingdonshire, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, Sussex, Herts,
Lincolnshire, Middlesex, Cheshire, Herefordshire, Berks, and Bucks,
East Lancashire, Surrey, Essex, Devonshire, Oxfordshire, Somerset-
shire, Wilts, and British Burmah; about 400 other members of the
Craft, aud something like 300 ladies, who graced the large gallery
during the proceedings of the evening. As all the brethren were in full
Masonic costume, and many were blazing in jewels of great value, an
sppearance was presented rarely witnessed on these festive occasions.

The following were the vice-presidents of the Board of Stewards :—
The Right Hon. Lord de Table}. P. G. M., Cheshire; the Right Hon.
the Earl of Limerick, P. G. M., Bristol ; the Rev. John Huyshe, M. A.,
P. G. M., Devonshire ; the Right Hon. Lord Methuen, Wiltshire;
Lieut. Col. Charles Lyne, P. G. M., Monmouthshire ; the Right Hon.
Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot, P. G. M., Staffordshire ; Sir Watkin
Williams Wyun, Bart., M. P., P. G. M., North Wales and Shropshire ;
the Right Hon. Lord Skelmersdale, P. G. M., West Lancashire ; Rob-
ert John Bagshaw, Esq., P. G. M., Essex; the Right Hon. Earl of
Mount-Edgcumbe, P. G. M., Cornwall ; Lieut. Col. A. W. Adair, P.
Prov. G. M., Somerset ; the Right Hon. Lord Tenterden, C. B., Senior
G. Warden ; Bro. Major John Creaton, P. G. M., and P. M. No. 2; and
Joshua Nunn, P. G. S. B., P. M. 184, treasurer to the board.

We have been somewhat particular in giving the names of the dis-
tinguished brethren present on this interesting occasion, as showing to
our American readers the hands in which the interests of our institu-
tion in England are lodged, and as indicating somewhat, the estimation
in which it is there heid ‘by those who may reasonably be supposed to
be capable of appreciating its value.

The dinner having been disposed of, the Prince of Wales rose amid
lond cheering, and afier a few appropriate words gave as the first toast
of the evening (always usual on such occasions)—** The health of Her
Majesty the Queen, and the happiness and prosperity of the Craft,”
which was of course enthusiastically received. The Marquis of Ripon,
Grand Master, then in fitting terms gave * The Health of the Prince of
Wales.” To this His Royal Highness replied :

¢ Most Worshipful Grand Master and Brethren,—I can assure you
that I feel sensible of the kind manner in which your Most Worshipful
Grand Master has proposed my health, and I thank you for the most
cordial manner in which you, brethren, have received it. It is now
two years since I had the pleasure and advantage of meeting my Ma-
sonic brethren, and I can assure them that it has been a cause of great
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pleasure to do so again, and to see this charity supported by so many
brethren of eminence (hear, hear). I thiok you will believe me when
I tell you that it is more than idle words when I assure you most deep-
ly that I have the interests of our great brotherhood at heart (prolonged

- applause). Although I was initiated into the mysteries of the Craft in

a foreign land, I was deeply impressed with the principles of our broth-
erhood, and from that very moment to the present time, I have always
considered myself as a truly English Mason. I have so many other
duties to attend to that I cannot give so much attention to the interests
of our Craft as I should like, but whatever assistance I can give I
will give most cordially, and most heartily. I thank you once more for
the kind way in which you have received the toast, and I also thank
you in the name of the Princess of Wales and the rest of the Royal
family ” (tremendous cheering).

“ God bless the Prince of Wales,” was here given by the professional
singers.

“The health of the Earl of Zetland, P. G. M.,” was then given, to
which Lord Tenterden returned thanks. This was followed by
another speech from the Prince of Wales, who said:

¢ Most Worshipful Grand Master, the toast that I have now the
honor of proposing to you is, I may say, the so-called toast of the
evening (hear, hear). I have to beg you to drink ¢ Success to the
Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution for aged Fréemasons and Wid-
ows of Freemasons” (loud cheers). I was certain that this toast
would be most cordially responded to, as from the numerous assem-
bly that I see before me, I feel convinced that the Craft in general
and those around me are deeply interested in the success of this great
institution. It shows to me that you agree with what has been stated
by my honorable friend near me of the great tenets of the Craft. I
feel sure that those who have preceded me ‘this evening could have
explained to you in a manner far better than I can, the principles
and objects of this charity, and I feel fully convinced that you will be
as liberal as it is in your power to be on this occasion. As you are
doubtless aware, my late grand uncle, the late Duke of Sussex, who
was formerly your Grand Master, and one whom I have always un-
derstood took the deepest interest in all that concerned our Craft,
was one of the first to suggest the institution for aged male Free-
masous, which was warmly taken up by the Grand Lodge and its
Presidency, and the sum of £400 a year was voted. Since that time—
years afterwards— our most worthy and excellent, and I may say
revered, late Grand Master, the Earl of Zetland, whom I regret is
not here this evening, extended the benefits of this institution to
widows ; and, although the funds are separate, we may consider them
to some extent united, as widows receive a benefit from them. In 22
years 147 widows had received annuities of £25 each, at a cost of
£19,000; 352 indigent Masons annuities of £26 each, at the eost of




SUPREME COUNCIL 33°. 109

£40,000. Tt is proposed that after next month, male annuitants will
have £36 a year, and the widows £28 a year, being an increase of £10
and £3 on each. If I am not incorrect there is the greatest confi-
dence in the management of the institution and the way in which it is
managed (heer, hear) The male annuitants receive now only £1300
per annum, and the expenditure is over £4000 a year; the females
have £800, and the expenditure for them is £1200, not accounting for
working expenses, so that the expenditure for some years past has
caused a deficiency of between £4000 and £5000 per annum. Let me,
therefore, call upon you once more to do your utmost to render this
deficiency as small as you possibly can. I feel sure that no long
speech of mine will be needed to induce you to do this. It is said
that brevity is the soul of wit, and therefore I will be brief. I thank
you once more for the cordial manner in which you have received
me; and if in taking the chair this- eyening I have in any way aug-
mented the funds of this institution, I shall return home feeling that
I have done a pleasing duty. I give you °Success to the Royal
Benevolent Institution for Aged Freemasons and Widows of Freema-
sons.””

The toast was cordially received, and Brother Terry, the Secretary,
read the list of subscriptions, which amounted to the handsome sum of
£6,686 6s. 6d., the most prominent of the individual subscriptions be-
ing that of Brother the Rev. J. Huyshe, Prov. Gr. Master, Devonshire,
£300. :

Thirty-three thousand and odd dollars, must be admitted to be a
very handsome subscription to be taken up on any one occasion for
benevolent purposes. At least we Masons in America should so con-
sider it.

SUPREME COUNCIL 33°— OFFICIAL.

OrricE OF GRAND COMMANDER
or SurreME CounciL 88°, NorTH. Mas. JURIs.
PorTLAND, ME., Feb. 1, 1873.

I am called upon to determine what are the powers, etc., of an active or hon-
orary member of our Supreme Council, who has, permanently or temporarily,
removed into the jurisdiction of another Supreme Council.

The thirty-third grade is an official grade. The supreme authority, or Grand
Mastership of the Rite is vested in the Supreme Council, the members of which -
are the peers of each other and to all intents and purposes, officers. It is one
of the inherent characteristics of an office, that it is local ; that is to say, that its
Possessor can exercise no authority, as suck officer, outside of his own territorial
Jurieciction.
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The Grand Constitutions of the Rite recognize the doctrine of exclusive terri-
torial jurisdiction, and the principle that an officer who permanently removes
from his jurisdiction vacates his office.

Section 2 of Article III of the Constitutions of 1786, is as follows: ¢ If the

. former of these officers die, resign, or remove from the place without the intentvon

of returning, the latter shall succeed to his office, and shall thereupon appoint
another Grand Inspector to fill his own place thus vacated.”

Section 3 of same Article provides that, ¢ If such second officer resign, die, or
permanently remove, the first officer shall flll the vacancy so occurring,” etc.

By Article IX. ‘In a country under the jurisdiction of & Supreme Council of
Sovereign Grand Inspectors-General, which has been duly constituted and is
recognized by all the other Councils, no Sovereign Grand Inspector-General or
Deputy Inspector-General can exercise his individual powers, unless ke shall have
been recognized and confirmed by such Supreme Council.”

By Article XVII. ¢ It requires & majority of votes to invest with legal
authority the acts of individual Sovereign Grand Inspectors-General, done in a
jurisdiction where there exists a Supreme Council of the 33d degree, duly con-
stituted and recognized. Wherefore,in whatever region or territory is of the
dependencies of such a Council, no such Inspector can individually exercise any
power, unless he has first obtained authority from such Supreme Council; or, if
he belongs to another jurisdiction, until he has been empowered by that authori-
zation, which from its phraseology is termed an exequatur.”

These provisions clearly limit the powers, etc. of Sovereign Grand Inlpect«ors-
General to the territorial jurisdiction in which their Supreme Council is located,
and of which they are permanent residents.

And I decide:

1st. An active member of the Supreme Council, by removing permanently
into another jurisdiction, ipse facto, vacates his active membership,

2d. If he removes into & jurisdiction in which there is no Supreme Council, he
retains all his powers, and may proceed to organize a Supreme Council accord-
'ing to the Constitutions.

8d. If there is a regularly established Supreme Council in the jurisdiction to
which he removes, all his powers as a Sovereign Grand Inspector-General re-
main in abeyance until he is recognized and confirmed by such Supreme Coun-
cil; and when 80 recognized and confirmed, he can exercise only such powers as
are granted to him by his recognition, without regard to those he formerly en-

. joyed;fn this jurisdiction he can be invested with no higher powers than those of

I1l. Inspector-General and Honorary member of the Supreme Council, and no
permanent resident of this jurisdiction can be fully recognized as a possessor of
the thirty-third grade until he shall have taken the Oath of Fealty to our Supreme
Council.

4th. No one can constitutionally be an active member of a Supreme Council
of any other jurisdiction than that in which he resides.

5th. The same principles apply to Ill. Inspectors-General.

6th. Sov. Gr. Inspectors-General and Ill. Inspectors-General, temporarily
residing or visiting in another jurisdiction are, by Masonic courtesy and comity
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entitled to visit and be received in their official capacity, but subject to the direc-
tion of the Supreme Council.

7th. The election of & Sov. Gr. Inspector-General resident of another jurisdic-
tion, as an Honorary member, is a mark of honor, but carries with it none of the
privileges conferred by the constitution on resident honorary members.

8th. A Supreme Council may legitimately appoint one of its members, Active
or Honorary, temporarily. residing in another country to represent it near
the Supreme Council of the country in which he then resides, and he
retains his original allegiance; but upon a permanent change of residence
the foregoing principles apply and he becomes a thirty-third at large, without
powers, and of the obedience to the Supreme Council into whose jurisdiction he
has moved. Josuar H. DruMMoND, 389,

Sov. Gr. Com.

LETTER FROM IRELAND.

‘We are permitted to make the following extract from a private letter
to P. G. M. Lewis of this city, from our distinguished brother, Robert
Walker, Jr., P. G. Sen. Warden of the Provincial Grand Lodge of No.
Munster.*

¢“T have delayed a fortnight in thanking you for your thoughtfulness in send-
ing me this splendid volume, (Proceedings G. L. Mass, 1871), which is a credit
to the enthusiasm and prosperity of Masonry in your State. The reason of the
delay is, I wished first to read the work. I have done so from cover to cover
with deep interest. I have traced your Masenic history from the signing of the
DEcLARATION to the present, and I feel as though I personally knew the brethren
who have come to the front in Massachusetts for some years past. Your pres-
ent G. M., Sereno D. Nickerson, I have shaken by the hand in imagination many
atime, and I hope it may be my good fortune to visit America some time.
Since making your acquaintance and, shall I not add, reading your State-Masonic
life, T have become possessed of a strong desire to visit Boston. I can only hope
that my professional avocations will some day demand a tour across the broad
Atlantic. Give my very fraternal regards to Bros. Cheeney and Manning, also
the brethren named at the head of this note; I feel as though I ought to send a
message to Bros. Moore, Dame, Gardner, the Bishop of Colorado and others,—
men of large hearts, large sympathies, men, in fact, Masons in the true sense of
the term, whose hearts and heads fit them for a front place in the progress of
civilization, and whose influence cannot be overstated in the constant fight main-
tained between trath and error.

“S8uch men make Masonry a vital power, which in due time will crush infidel-
ity and superstition out of the world. I would that we could emulate your spirit
here, and enter into a noble rivalry in maintaining the dignity and influence of

* Whose diploma we have the honor to hold as an honorarium.—ED.
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our Order. We want to be roused to action, and I look upon it as evidence of
general apathy and coldness that I am said to be an enthusiast here. - * * *
¢¢ ] visited officially a Lodge in Tralee (in Kerry) last week. I met some fine,
worthy fellows. My reception was too flattering. I found them most anxious to
maintain our Ancient Landmarks, and most desirous of instruction. Our system
of visitation and inspection is at present a dead letter as compared with yours.
Our Provincial Grand Lodge meets to-morrow, when I shall give them an outline
of your doings in the hope of stimulating our sleepy members.
Yours always fraternally,
RoBERT WALKER, JR.”

AN HISTORIC BIBLE.

My Dear Bro. MOORE:

The following historical items are of so much interest that I for-
ward them to you for insertion in your Magazine, hoping in this way
to secure to them a permanent record. The article is found in the
American Bibliopolist of a recent date.

Fraternally yours,
Bosten, March. 13, 1873, CaarLes H. Trrus.

In St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, A. F. & A. M., of Newark, N. J., there is an old
black letter Bible, printed in 1549. This Bible is of Thomas Matthew’s {ransla-
tion, a folio, in the gothic letter, and was printed by ‘‘Ihon Daye and William
Seres.” The title page to the Bible is gone, but the title page to the New Testa-
ment is there and perfect, with the date 1594, and it is otherwise in good condi-
tion, having the last leaf with the colophon and printers’ names. It was pre-
sented to the Lodge in the last century by an emigrant from the mother country,
the emigrant having previously affiliated with the Lodge. In the year 1825 it
was stolen from the Lodge, and remained away for twenty-five years, and in 1850
it was traced to Philadelphia, and finatly recovered and returned to the Lodge in
1867. During the wanderings of these thirty-two years it lost its first title page,
but also gained something, in having pasted on the inside of the cover a rare
engraved portrait of Washington, one which the writer, although having seen
many collections of Washington portraits, never remembers seeing before.

At the time Washington had his headquarters in Morristown, N. J., a part of
the jewels and furniture of St. John’s Lodge was loaned to the ¢ travelling
Lodge” formed in the part of the colonial army then wintering at Morristown.
Among the things so loaned was this Bible, and during the winter, General the
Marquis of Lafayette, then with the army, was entered, passed, and raised to the
sublime degree of a Master Mason. This Bible was used in the ceremonies, and
Lafayette took his obligations upon it. It is known that Washington officiated as
¢t Master,” on these occasions. The associations connected with this Bible
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imake it an interesting object to all Masons, while its age and antiquity give its
value to the book lover and antiquarian. Lowndes gives its first title thus :—

The Byble
Nowe lately with greate industry and Diligence recognized

(by Edm. Becke).
Lond,by Ihon Daye and William Seres.
17 Aug. 18649,

And further says that there are copies of this impression in the Lambeth, British
Museum, Bodleian, and other libraries. A copy with one leaf wanting, sold at
auction for £6. 10s; other copies sold for various sums, one as high as £40.
The facts in reference to the Bible having been used during the ¢ making ” of
Lafayette, were obtained from several old members of the Lodge, one of these
members being now eighty years of age. He, with the others, had the circum-
stances related to him by other earlier members who assisted at, or were known
to those who did so assist, at the ceremonies above related. It is unnecessary to
tell any member of the Craft that information derived from thorough Masons in
regard to matters of this kind are likely to be very correct. The Master’s chair
used on the occasion, though much worn, is looked on with veneration because
it once sustained the form of the father of his country.

MASONIC READING-CLUBS.

“The reading of books and the daily occurrences of life, are con-
tinually furnishing us with matter for thought and reflection.”—
Spectator.

The lack of information among the Craft as to current events spec-
ially interesting to them, is deplorable. There should be with Masons
more desire than now exists to acquaint themselves with what is oc-

curring in that great society to which they belong; which, unlike any
~ other, stretches out into the four quarters of the globe without losing
its unity. No more interesting study can engage the attention of men
than that appertaining to the origin, growth and present condition of
Freemasonry ; but especially should its history and existing power and
influence be understood by its members, who, thereby would more fully
appreciate the liberality and benevolence of its principles and the duties
they enjoin. Doubtless there is a large class of inquiring, reading
Masons who would rejoice to possess all the means through which the
past and present of Masonry can be learned; but circumstances (prin-
cipally financial, but easily overcome by co-operation), preclude the
possession.

There are in the United - States and Great Britain and Ireland, not
less than a score of periodicals published in the English language and

8 \
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devoted to the dissemination of Masonic information. Could these be
placed in the hands of the members of Lodges generally, it would tend

greatly not only to enlarge the sphere of their Masonic knowledge, but

create an intelligent and lively interest in whatever is connected with

the universal brotherhood. Is it not practicable to have these works

in every Lodge in Massachusetts? And may they not be introduced
there through the agency of reading-clubs or associations? Such clubs
are maintained with entire success by members of the learned profes-
sions and literary societies, enabling each subscriber to learn, at little
cost, all that is passing in the world on all subjects engaging his atten-.
tion. For example, fifteen or twenty physicians associate and contrib-
ute for the purchase of medical reviews, magaziunes, etc., and thus they
possess whatever is published, in all languages, serviceable to them
professionally, and at an inconsiderable expense. The books are trans-
mitted to each associate according to an equitable working plan agreed
upon.

Such a scheme is entirely practicable for the acquirement of Masenic
works. Let it be tried in the Lodges. The good it promises is worth
the effort to adopt it. There is not a Lodge in the Commonwealth
whose members could not support one reading-club; and there are a
number whose membership ought to sustain several. In Boston, the
members of Saint John’s, Columbian, and Winslow Lewis Lodges
would do a good work by initiating the formation of these clubs. And
in the country, where, perhaps, their benefits would be most enjoyed,
let members of Montacute, Republican, Mystic and King Hiram Lodges
follow the example. It is not too much to predict that when the advan-
tages of reading-clubs are once realized, there will be no Lodge without
one. Then the term ¢ bright Mason” will have a significance which
will make it more to be coveted than it now is.

Suppose, for example, the establishmert of a reading-club should be
started, first, in Eleusis Lodge under the direction, perhaps, of our
most worthy Brother J. M. Rodocanachi, a devoted and earnest mem-
ber of that body. He would gather about him fifteen or more of the
members of the Lodge, each agreeing to contribute a few dollars annv-
ally for a fund for the purchase of periodicals, and, perbaps, for other
Masonic works. The fund having been procured, the publications de-
sired are obtained, and by a plan of distribution, determined by the
subscribers, the club goes into operation. It is not necessary that sub-
scribers should be of one Lodge; it would be far better to associse
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Masons whose residences are not far apart, so as to facilitate the circu-
lation of books from one associate ta another.

An acquaintance with the history, jurisprudence and working . of
Freemasonry by its members, is requisite to ensure its stability and
permanent influence. ' J. T. H.

THE ROSE + DEGREE IN ENGLAND.

A Chapter of Sov. Pr. Rose Croix of H. R. D. M., was held at the
Masonic hall in Newport, Eng., on Monday the 17th of February. A
reporter of the London Freemason says :

* By permission of the brethren, ladies and gentlemen, properly in-
troduced, whether by members of the Order or not, were allowed to in-
spect the decorations, which constitute a great feature of this really
beautiful chivalric degree. The brilliantly lighted altar, the splendidly
wrought banners (not fewer than eighteen in number), and the other
sumptuous embellishments were witnessed with admiration by those
who were thus privileged, the ladies especially being charmed with the
coup d’eil presented in the principal room. In truth, it was a scene
sufficient to dazzle the eyes of any ordinary observer. We were
pleased to hear a highly commendatory remark from Major Shadwell
Clerke (the father of the Chapter), who is so frequently engaged in
Masonic ceremonials both in the Metropolis and the Provinces — to the
effect that nowhere had he found these degrees of Masonry more taste-
fully, more beautifully aided by the accessories of elegance and art than
in Newport. It is a high compliment to the Ivor Hael Chapter that its
founder is this year selected for the distinguished honor of the 33°—
that is, 8 member of the Supreme Grand Council for England and
Wales.

¢ The visitors having retired the Chapter proceeded with its work,
and the excellent and impressive manner in which Bro. S. Geo. Hom-
fray went through his very arduous tasks as M. W. S., deserves special
commendation. None but those who appreciate Masonry in its practical
and inexorable work, know the drain upon the meutal faculties which
high office entails. Bro. Homfray showed that he had acquired the
nice and delicate working of that roseate degree with consummate skill,
Not a rose lost a petal, nor a flower drooped, in the pretty, ay, the
very pretty ceremony of the Rose Croix.”

This degree has become quite a favorite, and appears to be highly
appreciated by our English brethren, among whom it is in a very pros-
perous condition.
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““MORGAN DAYS.’®

BY DR. 8. T. CLARK.
The builders heeded not the Master’s call;
No more the gavel from the dais rung;
The altar lights went out; and on the wall
The dispensation parchment mouldering hung;
The blind in darkness walked; and none desired
To wend the Middle Chamber’s winding ways;
To wear the square of Hiram none aspired
In Morgan days !
Not then the square, the compasses, the G
‘Would decorate clandestine or profane;
Not then the ties of brotherhood could be
Assumed and feigned fqr fee or greedy gain;
He periled life and friends and father-land
‘Who dared the Mason’s ensign to upraise—
The pure were not secure from steel or brand
In Morgan days!
‘When, thro’ the drifted snows, three Craftsmen trod
At midnight, to the deep, dark, dreary swamp
To raise an altar, in the name of God,
In due and ancient form, but free from pomp
And all the trappings of vain, gilded show,
The stars above them twinkled forth the praise
Of men who then such fealty could know
In Morgan days!
Some fled their homes; and some in prison died —
Crushed in the folds of unrelenting law;
And some — a recreant few — the faith denied —
Protesting that they never knew or saw
The Northéast corner or the beauteous South;
Or, in the East the light of Wisdom blaze!
Shame to the name the perjured heart and mouth
- Of Morgan days!
But for the brethren who in armor fell,
And in whose graves no evergreen was cast,
The tears of love up to our eyelids well,
And here we drop the laurel leaf at last!
Ayd now we swear in memory to keep
Until our sight is dark by death’s thick hazge,
The long repose of those who sweetly sleep
Since Morgan days.

~

-—;'I‘;le Lodges of Western New York especially suffered during the Morgan cxcitement
‘and it is believed that the picture drawn is no fancy sketch. The late Dr. \g’nrner, of Elbs,
Genesee county, New York, gave the author the data from which he has written. S.T.C.
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THE HALF-CENTURY MEMORIAL.

Bro. Moors,—The enclosed article upon the half-century memorial just is-
sued by St. Andrew’s Lodge, is the editorial in the KevsToxz, of Philadelphia;
one of our Order’s most valued organs. It belongs to the literature of Masonry
that such reviews of interesting occutrences in our current history should be per-
manently preserved. Again, it is valuable to the whole body of members of the
fraternity to whom the memorial itself cannot be furnished, to know the facts
which its pages give, with the illustration and comment which they call out
from the most respected organs of the Craft. '

I might readily extend reasons for the pertinency of my desire to a long arti-
cle, but it will, I hope, be sufficient if ‘I simply express my own and the wish of
alarge circle of your brethren, to the point, namely, that you will reprint the
article herewith handed to you, in the FrEEMASONS’ MAGAZINE.

Fraternally yours,
- Hamruron WiLL1s.

THREE MASONIC MONUMENTS.

Republics are notoriously ungrateful. One might expect that our
own country, so blessed with the material prosperity of its citizens ;
with a galaxy of States, each one large enough for a nation; with civ-
ilization, Christianity and Freemasonry spreading their benign influ-
ences over its broad expanse to its remotest borders ; oue might reason-
ably expect that it would prove an exception to the rule — but it does
not. Witness the Washington Monument — a name, and a shame! A
shame to the people who could project so magnificent a memorial to
the ¢ Father of his Country,” and then erect only the foundation for it.
As a nation we should veil our faces and baw our heads, until this pub-
lic reproach is removed. Tt has always seemed unaccountable to us,
that the Congress of the United States could, from year to year, meet'
within view of this monument to their neglect of duty and assumed ob-
ligation, without making it a reality, in place of a falsehood in stone.

We are thankful that ingratitude is not one of the vices of the Fra-
ternity of Freemasons. That itis not, we are convinced by a series of
events that have recently occurred in Massachusetts, at Boston. R. W.
3&0. CrarLEs W. MoORE, a distinguished Craftsman in that jurisdic-
tion, and known almost as well in all sections of our country, has had
three- monuments erected to his memory — and that a living memory,
for his life is yet spared to us, and long may it continue so to be! Two
of these monuments were erected by his Brethren. One of them a mar-
ble bust of himself, the gift of his own Lodge of St. Andrew’s, decorates
and illustrates the handsome new Masonic Temple in Boston ; the other,
& Memorial Volume of his Half-Century Membership in this Lodge, and
of the Festival Celebration held in October last to commemorate it — is
8 book of rare mechanical beauty, of Masonic excellence, and intellect-
val worth. The third monument is one erected py himself, uncon-
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sciously as it were, the warp and woof of his brain and heart, his best
thoughts and noblest works — the Boston FREEMASON'S MAGAZINE, now
thirty-two years old, and numbering as many volumes. Three Masonic
monuments to one Brother’s merit! Surely Freemasons are not, like -
Republics, ungrateful.

‘We have been the recipient of the Memorial Volume just alluded to.
It is a Masonic Tribute to the oldest living Masonic editor in the United
States — a Brother who has seen forty years continuous service as a
Grand Lodge officer, and been for fifty years a member of one Lodge.
This book is one to interest all Freemasons, not merely as a merited
personal tribute to a distinguished Brother, but also as containing a
recital, in glowing language, of leading facts in the history of the Fra-
ternity, and speeches in commemoration of a Festival of the Craft, that
have rarely been equalled for eloquence, wit and truth. The engrav-
er’s chisel has executed a speaking likeness of Bro. Moore as a frontis-
piece, and the Riverside Press, Cambridge, has exhausted the resources
gf the printer’s art to present a volume of faultless beauty —and has

one it.

We will note a few of the facts presented in this Memorial. St.
Andrew’s Lodge is one of the three oldest in Boston, and was consti-
tuted in the year 1756. Bro. Moore was proposed in February, 1822,
in Massachusetts Lodge (and but for the accident of being unexpectedly
called away on business, would have been initiated on the evening of
his twenty-first birthday). He received his third degree (having re-
moved to Maine) in Keunebec Lodge, Hallowell, Maine — Hon. Simon

"Greenleaf, afterwards the famous Law Professor at Harvard University,
and legal author, being the Grand Master of Masons of that. State. On
October 10, 1822, Bro. Moore was admitted to membership in St
Andrew’s Lodge, Boston ; and it was to commemorate his Semi-Cen-
tennial membership, his position as the Nestor of New England Masons,
and his great merits as a Masonic editor and author, that this celebra-
tion was instituted. It was one that assembled the most distinguished
Masons of New England and adjacent parts. Corinthian and Egyp-
tian Halls in the Boston Masonic Temple were filled with a host of il-
lustrious Brethren, with their wives and daughters, and amid speech
and music and banquet, many hours were joyously spent. The event
of the occasion was, of course, Bro. Moore’s address, a model, we may
add, of good taste, rhetorical skill, and Masonic retrospection ; while
the speeches of the learned Brethren present were full of point, elo-
quence, and humor.

In 1825, Bro. Moore inaugurated the first Masonic newspaper in the
world — the Masonic Mirror. In it he fought the battle of Masonry
against anti-Masonry, up to 1834, and in another shape until 1841,
when it merged into the FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE, still published and
edited by our Brother. The nature of that battle we cannot now ade-
quately comprehend. It was one of the bitterest conflicts ever waged.

In November, 1833, Bro. Moore was elected Master of his Lodge,

L]
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Jromthe floor. This was a tribute to his fortitude and Masonic valorin,
successfully combating the anti-Masonic hordes. The next year he
_ was elected Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts a
position which he held for thirty-four years ; one year following, he was
Deputy Grand Master; and he has now been corresponding Grand
Secretary for five years. He has been a Grand Officer for forty years
past, and has been present at every Communication of the Grand Lodge,
except one, when absent in Europe, and on one or two other occasions,
when officially representing his Grand Lodge at Masonic Conveations.
Is not this a record of which any Brother might be proud — one fitly
commemorated by tAree monuments. The London Review, years ago,
spoke of Bro. Moore’s Masonic writings as * exhibiting chasteness of
style, transcendent beauty of diction, with absolute thoroughness of
statement.” What was true then, is true now; and we would be glad
to have all the Brethren verify it for themselves, by subscribing to and
attentively reading, Moore’s FreemasoNs’ MacaziNe. We are proud
of our possession of the Memorial of his Half-Century’s Membership,
and we feel that in inviting attention to its interesting statements, we
have not only honored an esteemed Brother-editor and eminent Free-
mason, but gratified every one of our readers.

THE BIGOTRY OF THE ROMAN CHURCH.

The following presents another striking illustration of the deadly hos~
tility which the Romish Church entertains towards the Masonic Institu-
tion, and which it avails itself of every opportunity to make manifest
by its conduct. Its intolerance towards the living is eimply hateful,
but when it carries it to the dead, it is infamous and disgraceful to the
religion it claims to teach. In the present case, the Catholic bishop in
refusing to permit the funeral service of his church to be read over the
remains of one of his own faith, was but obeying the commands of his
superior, and is, therefore, to some extent, excusable. He evidently
saw the wickednes and folly of the refusal, but stood in fear of the con-
sequences of disobedience. He saw the wrong, and was ashamed of it,
but had not the courage to do the right; and this is but a single exam-
ple of the humiliating condition which the Catholic priesthood generally,
occupy in relation to the bigoted hierarchy whose trembling slaves
they are. The account of the matter as here given, is from the Daily
Southern Cross, New Zealand :

At Auckland, New Zealand, on the 10th November last, the mortal
remains of Captain John George Freer were conveyed to the cemetery,
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and there interred with the ceremonies which are used by the brethren
of the body of Free and Accepted Masons — ceremonies intended to
symbolize a blessed eternity, which all Masons are instructed to believe
will fall to the lot of a true and faithful brother of the Craft, ceremonies
very beautiful and most touching to every one of them- Two hundred
and forty of the Brotherhood were present, but the cortege was
swelled to quite 400 by the addition of the personal friends and ac-
guaintances of the deceased. As the funeral procession marched to the
place of interment, the fine band belonging to the Artillery preceding
the coffin, which was carried by eight bearers, played the ** Dead
March.” The Masonic burial service was read and the funeral oration
pronounced very impressively by Bro. Andrew Beveridge, R.W P.D.G.
M., S. C. The deceased brother had attended the Roman Catholic
Church, and a few hours previous to his death a priest was sent for
to administer the last consolations of the Church offered to the dying.
On the arrival of the reverend father he exhorted the dying man to
renounce his connection with the brotherhood of Freemasons, but this
he declined doing. Then the reverend father declared he could not
under these circumstances administer the sacred rites of the Church,
nor pronounce the absolution. But Bro. Freer, knowing that his end
was very near, still refused to renounce his connection with that frater-
nity he had sworn at his initiation to be a worthy member of, and the
reverend father left. After Bro. Freer died, Bro. Simon Lipstine, 421,
I. C., waited on the Right Rev. Dr. Croke, Roman Catholic Bishop of
Auckland, and requested that the funeral service according to the Ro-
man Catholic Church might be read over the coffin in which the dead
man’s body had been placed. But, greatly lamenting the circumstance,
Bishop Croke declined to allow this to be done. He would willingly,
he said, have complied with the request, but by doing so he would
bring down upon himself the censure of the Church. Neither was it
permitted that the body of. the deceased should be buried within the
precincts of the Roman Catholic burying ground. An application was
made and burial space was offered for the deceased’s remains within
the aree of the Presbyterian interment ground.

THE LATE BRO. S. J. M. HOMER, 33°.

At a regular meeting of Mount Olivet Chapter of Rose Croix on
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 1873, the M. W. P. M., Bro. Wm. D. Stratton, ar-
nounced the death of our esteemed Senior Warden, S. J. M. HouEk, in
the following tribute.

In the midst of life we are overshadowed by the unrelenting hand of
death. Surrounded by the joys and associations that shed a brightness
over our pathway through this world, still the dark cloud of dissolution
is suspended above us, and we know not whom it will encompass.
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i A short time since, oae whose spirit now inbabits realms .to us un-
known, was foremost among us, endearing himself to his associates by
many acts of disinterested friendship, love and affection. His words
of counsel have often been our guide, his cheering voice has enlivened
our drooping spirits, how much we shall miss him, let each heart
answer for itself. ‘

By the death of our Ill. Bro. Samuel John Mills Homer, our Order
has lost a bright and shining example of & just and true man, a zealous
Christian, and a lover of all those principles that tend to make a per-
fect Mason. Courteous and manly in his intercourse with all, faith-
ful in his friendships, and charitable in his actions.

Language fails to etpress the deep emotions of sadness that fill
our hearts while witnessing the sudden severing of his earthly con-
nection with -us, yet would we place within our archives the record
of his virtues, and there let it remain as a lasting testimony of his worth,
end though it be as a monument erected to mark our grief, let it also
" serve to keep his memory fresh within our hearts,

That vacant chair in the west tells its own sad story; often from
that station have we heard from hlm the cheering lesson of Hope,
often have his llps repeated,

4 The Hope of Heaven our spirits eheer,
No more we grieve for sorrows past,
Nor any future confliet fear,
8¢ we may safe arrive at 1ast.”

Now those lips are closed to us forever, that voice is silent; but our
Faith is strong that he has reached that heaven the peace and joys
of which

€ ——do far o’erpay
The hardest labors of the road.”

. e .

And now that we may no more behold him in our midst, no more
hear the sound of his voice or feel his fraternal grasp, while we drop
the tear of sorrow for our great loss, let us remember that he has
finished his labors here and passed to his rest but a little in advance ;
let the hope cheer us that we may meet again in a far brighter
land where death comes not, and where the glory of the Great Ar-
chitect of the Universe will light our pathway through the boundless
realms of eternity.

4
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Ill. Bro. Winslow Lewis then presented the following resolutions
which were adopted : ' '

In our associated, as well as in our individual and domestic rela-
tions, how Death steals in with stealthy step, and robs us of our
treasures, of our fondest hopes and reliances, of those whom we
trusted to have been spared to be the solace of many years, the stay
of our happiness !

But by the primeval fiat of Him who doeth all things well for us here
and hereafter, it is ordained that

¢ Condemned by Hope’s delusive mien,
As on we toil ﬁ'oml day to day.
By sudden blast or slow decline
Our social comforts drop away.”

By a dispensation to which we humbly bow, we are called to pay our
tribute to the memory of one, so recently among us in all the pride of
manhood and of prospective happiness, one endeared to us as a member
of this organization, by his manly virtues of honesty, friendship, broth-
erly love, of Christianity. :

What a void has he left in our hearts! Whata void in our West!
Can we forget his voice his animation, his emphasis on the emotions of
Hope, delivered in tones which touched every heart, thrilled us with the
assurance that our hopes here, will be consimmated in fruition! His
earthly hopes are now sundered, but expanded in other realms, where
no change can come, or expectation be. The eternity of joy.

When we commit ¢ dust to dust, earth to ashes,” we irrepressibly
turn to the departed life. Has it been well spent? Has it been fruit-
ful in good deeds? Has the heart now stilled in death pulsated for
human suffering and felt for the poor and the desolate? Has it played
its part in benevolence and kindly acts? Has it bestowed its surplus-
age on the needy? In one word, has it left a halo to embalm its mem-
ory? Has this now perished clay left any testimony to perpetuate its
true existence? That is the best, the greatest deduction to be left,
which impresses us all, when life’s issues are ended, we then are re-
minded that . -

¢ Only the actions of the just
Smell sweet and blossom in the dust.”

From these preliminary sentiments, may we not with justice to our
deceased Brother, sanction the following resolutions :

Resolved, That by the translation from earth to heaven, as we humbly trust
of our dearly beloved friend and associate, Samuel J. M. Homer, we deplore
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the loss of one endeared to us by many excellences as a man and as a member
of this Body. Kind, courteous, genial, enthusiastic in good deeds, he has left a
bright record of ¢ what good may come from our Nazareth,” a fair exponent of
the principles and practices of the benign teachings of our hallowed institution.

Resolved, Th:t we condole with those who have been bereft of their honored
Head. The fond hushand, the dear brother are lost to them kere, but the joy-
fal hope that these earthly relations are dissolved but for a few years, will
assuage the anguish of separation, having the assurance that their reunion must
be effected in spheres of exalted happiness to endure forever.

L]

INTERESTING LETTER FROM JUDGE THRALL, OF OHIO.

CoLumBus, March 19, 1878.
Charles W. Moore, Esq.: ' o

R. W. Brorrer,—I take great pleasure in acknowledging the receipt
in good order, of the copy of the ¢ Memorial ” record of the Lodge of
St. Andrew,— which the committee of correspondence did me the

honor of forwarding to me; and I have perused it with a sort of per- -

sonal satisfaction. From your Address I learn that my entrance into
the Masonic vineyard preceded yours by some two years — having been
entered as Apprentice, in Pickaway Lodge, No. 23, Circleville, Ohio,
on the 3d-of April, 1820. A word as to that location may be not with-
out interest to you. The site of the town of Circleville is near the spot
where LoGaAN, the famous Mingo chief, ¢ the friend of white men,”
made his immortal speech, which in my school-boy days did such ex-
tensive_ service as a model of declamation in the schools of New
England. Another point of interest in the place is its pre-historic story,
inscribed in grand mysterious characters of earth-walls and tumuli,
which defy history and tradition, and from which the present town de-
rives it name. These grand old * works ” are now nearly obliterated.

Your allusion to the ‘ anti-Masonic” mania, brought vividly to my
recollection the scenes and duties, and anxieties of those days, which
purified the fraternity by the separation and removal of the dross. I had
the honor of presiding in the Lodge during most of those years; and
she never missed holding-her stated communications, or being represen-
ted in Grand Lodge. Excuse my garrulity, and believe me as ever,

Truly yours,
WiLLiam B. THRALL.

’
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KEEP STRAIGHT AHEAD.

Pay no attention to slanderers and gossip-mongers. .Keep straight
on in your course, and let their back-biting die the death of neglect.
What is the use of lying awake nights brooding over the remark of -
some false friend, that runs through your brain like lightning? What
is the use of getting into a worry and fret over gossip that has been
set afloat to your disadvantage, by some meddlesome busy-body who has
more time than character? These things can’t possibly injure you, un-
less, indeed, you take notice of them, and in combating them give them
standing and character. If what is said be true, set yourself right ; if
it is false, let it go for what it will fetch. If a bee stings you, would
you go to the hive and destroy it? Would not a thousand come upon
you? Itis wisdom to say little respecting the injuries yoa have re-
ceived. We are generally losers in the end, if we stop to refute all’
the back-bitings and gossipings we may heat by the way. They are an-
noying, it is true, but not dangerous so long as we do not stop to ex-
postulate and scold. ~ Our characters are formed and sustained by our-
selves, by our own actions and purposes, and not by others. Let us
always bear in mind that * calumniators may usually be trusted to
time, and the slow, but steady, justice of public opinion.

KNOWLEDGE.

Ignorance in regard to our fundamental principles, the doctrines and
duties of our Masonic profession, on the one hand, and a correct under-
standing of them upon the other. It was truly said by a wise brother
of olden time, ¢ He that increaseth (Masonic) knowledge increaseth
strength.,” Masonic ignorance may be obstinate in its errors, but it
can accomplish nothing in aid of Masonic truth. As a rock descending
upon the roof that shelters us, its tendency is not to uphold, but to
crush. Those Lodges are not the strongest in-which the greatest
amount of ignorance prevails — where few or no Masonic papers are
taken, and where there is no Masonic library, weakness will ensue at
last. The chaff wiil be blown away with the wind.  The fire will burn
among the stubble, consuming all that remains of the wheat; and that
is the end.
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LITERARY NOTICES.

On account of limited space, we are obliged to make our lipertry notices brief
this month, although the magazines are none the less deserving of great com-
mendation :

SCRIBNER'S

For April opens with the illustrated. article ¢ An Hour Among the Green-
backs,” which is interesting and instructive. ‘“An Emperor’s Vacation at
Vichy ”” is also of interest. . The serial, ‘ Arthur Bonnicastle,” continues in
pleasing style. Saxe Holm gives us a sequel to ¢‘‘ Draxy Miller’s Dowry,” en-
g’;lled ¢¢ The Elder’s Wife.” The editorial departments are full of interest and

illiancy. :

THE GALAXY

Continues with unabated interest its serials ¢ The Wetherel Affair; ¢ A Vaga-
bond Heroine:” and ¢ Life Assurance.” Justin McCarthy gives an instructive
article, as does also Richard B. Kimball. The poetry of the number is unusually

.fine, and the editorial departments are well managed. -

LIPPINCOTTS’ ¢

Gives us * Wilmington and its Industries; ” ¢‘ The Roumi in Kabylia;” ¢« A
Chinese Story;” ¢ Berrytown;” ¢ The Glaciers of Paradise;” ‘‘ Medical Ex-
pert Evidence ;” ¢ A Night in Bedford, Virginia,” and many other articles, all
being well written and worthy careful reading.

HARPER'S.

All we need say of this popular monthly is that the present number is good.
The serials are continued in the excellent style in which they were first present-
ed. It has its usual number of carefully written and instructive articles. The
editorial departments are well conducted, and present scraps of interesting mat-
ter and brilliant criticisms on the various topics of the time.

The price of each of these magazines is $4.00 a year in advance. Sold by A.
Williams & Co., Old Corner Bookstore, Washington St., Boston.

MISCELLANEA.

WHAT OUR CONTEMPORARIES SAY OF US.

Having got our hand in, we may as well continue to give occasionally, what
' our contemporaries say of us and our magazine. Rev. Dr. Kavanaugh, the ac-
complished editor of the Tezas Masonic Mirror, speaks as follows :

“THe Freemason’s MoNTHLY MacazINE for February has been received.
More than thirty years ago, when the first number of this valuable periodical
appeared, we became a subscriber, and have been a constant reader ever
since, We have preserved the numbers, and have nearly all of them bound,
which forms the basis of our Masonic library.

**Bro. C. W. Moore, the veteran editor, a Mason of profound learning and a

'ge experience, has been our chief preceptor in Masonic knowledge. We look
upon him as the best standard of authority, on all subjects involving Masonic law

’ "3!\!(11 usage, as far as he has written upon these subjects, that we have in the
rder,
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¢ The thirty volumes of his magazine furnish the basis of the history of the
Order in the United States. He is one of the few surviving veterans who
stood forth in defence of the Order in Boston, and faced the storm of wrath
and persecution in New England in the great anti-Masonic, excitement of
1831-33. .

‘The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has duly appreciated his long and
faithful services, bestowing upon him many honors. Age and infirmities are
now gathering about him, but we can perceive no change in the vigor of his
strong, clear mind, as evidenced by the productions of his elastic pen. His
years and his many honors sit alike gracefully upon him.”

R. W. Bro. REYNOLDS, of the Trowel, Ill., writes as follows :

¢ My Dear Bro. Moore,—The beautiful book, memorial of your fifty years’
membership in the Lodge of St. Andrew, received on Saturday last, by my eyes,
heart and mind, has been literally devoured — every word of ¥ — none left un-
read. I am glad to see your magazine resuming its wonted place, with its old
time freshness and vigor, and hope it may long furnish food for the Masonic
mind. It would have been a sad thing for Masonry — a day of joy for innova-.
tors, theorists, and infidels — if your journal had been numbered among the
things that were.

THE RELIGION OF MASONRY.

Masonry carries a knowledge of God to all men, and teaches the great funda-
mental principles of the Gospel by its signs and symbpls, and thereby is a fore-
ranner and aid to the introduction of the Gospel. But the object of our Order
is to unite imen as brothers on earth; while the Gosgel is to aid in doing the
same thing, and also to fit them for a better world. .

SCOTLAND.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland held a quarterly communication at Freemason’s
Hall, Edinburgh, on the 3d of February, the Earl of Rosslyn, Grand Master, pre-
siding. Among the proceedings we notice that Charters were issued for new
Lodges at Victoria, Jamaica, and six for different towns in New. Zealand. Bro.
Robert Cowan, Past Prov. Grand Master, was appointed representative at the
Grand Lodge of New Brunswick. The office of Grand Clerk was abolished, and
its duties transferred to the Grand Secretary.

A. & A. RITE.

We are in receipt of an official circular from the office of the Secretary of the
Supreme Council, Northern Jurisdiction, communicating to the bodies of the
Rite, the passage of an order by the Southern Council, to the effect that, ¢ On
and after the first day of May, 1873, no Mason of the Ancient and Ac-
cepted Scottish Rite shall be permitted to visit any Lodge, Chapter, Council or
Consistory, in this Jurisdiction, unless he shall be in possession of, and, if a
stranger, shall present for inspection, a Brief, Patent or Diploma of the highest

. degree conferred in that Body, or of a higher degree, to be issued from the office
of the Secretary General, H. E.”

MASONIC FAIR, NEW YORK.

‘We are indebted to the kindness of R. W. Bro. Thorne, Chairman of the Exec-
utive Committee, for a season ticket of admission to the Masonic Fair now open
at Apollo Hall in New York, for the benefit of the ¢ Masonic Hall and Asylum"’
now in progress of erection by the Grand Lodge of the State. The object is one
of great interest to the fraternity in New York, in the successful completion of
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which the managers of it cannot fail to receive the sympathy and hearty co-
operation of the entire brotherhood of the State.

INTERNATIONAL MASONIC REVIEW.

We received the March number of this excellent magazine, being No. 4 of Vol.
I of the series, but have mislaid it, or some kind friend, appreciating its value,
has selfishly appropriated it to himself. We recollect enough of its contents,
however, to bear testimony to their great excellence and interesting character.
The work, which was started as a semi-monthly, has been changed into a
monthly of furty-eight pages, and we are happy to learn that it is meeting with
good success. Bro. Tjsdall has united with him Bro. John W. Simons, and this
should secure to the work the support necessary for its permanency. Brethren
Eishing to subscribe to it can address R. W. Bro. F. G, Tisdall, in New York

ity.

PRESENTATION — CHARLESTOWN.

Ceeur-de-Lion Commandery of Knights Templars, in our sister city of Charles-
town, were the recipients on Wednesday evening, March 12th, of tw> elegant
banners, the gift of Sir Knight Daniel E. Chase. The occasion was made a pub-
lic one, and the lady friends of the members were present in large numbers.
The banners are said to be very beautiful, the principal one is of white silk, upon
which is an oil painting of a combat upon the flelds of Palestine between a
mounted Knight of the Red Cross and a Saracen. Above the picture is the
motto, ‘‘In Hoc Signo Vinces;” and beneath, ¢ Ceeur de Lion Commandery,
Charlestown, A. D. 1871.” The reverse of the banner is of black silk with a
white cross in the centre.

The second banner is of green silk bearing the coat-of-arms of the Lion
Hearted King, and the motto, ‘Magna est veritas et preevalebit.” The reverse is
of white silk, with a large red cross. Both the banners are heavily fringed with
gold, and are mounted handsomely, and cost $500.

CHINA.

On the 27th December, St. Johns’ Day, the brethren of the Northern Lodge
of China, No. 570, held their usual annual meeting, when Bro. W. A. Turnbull
was installed as W. M., Bros. F'. S. Barnes and T. R. Wheelock being appointed
28 Wardens. After the ceremony the brethren dined, and spent a pleasant eve-
ning together at the Shanghai Club.

THE TETRAGRA MMA TON AGAIN.

‘We have received two communications in relation to the action of the General
Grand Chapter in 1871, and the report adopted by the Grand Chapter of this
State in reference to it, as noticed in our last. We decline to publish either of
these communications, for the reason that the matter to which they refer is not,
In our opinion, a proper subject for public discussion; the controversy is too
much surrounded by serious difficulties to be adjusted in this way. We have
ourself written one article on the subject, and have nothing more to say about
1t; nor do we think the matter of very grave importance anyway. If the
Priests at Jerusalem, in the days of Soloman, believed that their brethren at
Babylon in worshipping Baal, were sacrificing to Satan, then it is not at all im-
Probable that the priests at Babylon entertained no higher opinion of the worship
of }heir brethten at Jerusalem. Each believed the other to be wrong, while the
object of both was the same. And this condition of the question has not yet
been materially changed in other quarters of the old world. But be this as it
may, the further discuesion of the subject, in our pages, at least, must cease. We
have no question that a great wrong was committed by Dermott and his associ-
ates in the early part of the last century, but it is too late now to correct it.
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CHIT-CHAT.

For SarLe.—A complete set of this magazine. Address the editor.
‘WaxTeDp.—Nos. 5 and 8 of Vol. X. of this magazine, and Vol IX.

PrILADELPHIA. — The old ]ﬁuonic Temple on Chestnut street is advertised
for sale. It is a eplendid property, and will no doubt sell fot a large sum.

ErRORS IN MasoNRY.— We invite the attention of our readers to the article
in preceding pages, under this title. It is from the pen of an experienced and
talented brother, who loves Masonry for itself, and has served it in its highest
places, and we recommend it to the careful consideration of our brethren.

Tar DE MorLoY CoMMaNDERY of this city gave a ¢ Social Entertainment” at
the Masonic Temple on the 26th ult., at which their ladies were invited, the
Knights appearing in full costume. Gilmore’s Band furnished the music, and
the occasion was one of the most brilliant and agreeable of the season.

Axcient Constirurions.—Of these ¢Old Constitutions” there are known to be
in existence, in the original manuscripts, one of the 14th, one of the 15th, one of
the 16th, fourteen of the 17th, and three of the 18th centuries — all, says Bro.
Hughan, ““being original versions of the Constitutions of the Freemasous, prior
to the existence of Grand Lodges, and all agreeing in matters of importance.”

MasoNeY v Rome.— The following extraordinary and significant notice
appeared in the Swiss Times, dated at Rome, Feb. 15:

¢¢ MasoN10c.—Brethren residing in Rome and being willing to co-operate in the
formation of an English Lodge, are requested to forward their names to P. M.,
Swiss Times office, 417 Corso, Rome.”

It would hardly be less remarkable if the Pope, who was once a member of the
Craft, should apply to the new Lodge to heal and receive him again into favor!

The Pope has complained to the Italian government that M. Renan’s Life
of Jesus is being published in the above newspaper, and has asked the gov-
ernment to confiscate the paper. The government, has, however, refused to in-
terfere in the matter. ’ '

ATHELSTANE LoDGE, WorcEsTER.—This excellent and prosperous Lodge ,
entertained their ladies and a large assemblage of invited guests at a grand
ﬂomenade concert and ball at Mechanics’ Hall, Worcester, on Tuesday evening,

arch 25th. The music was furnished by Gilmore’s Band of Boston, and was of
course of the highest character. The brethren appeared in full regalia, and the
hall being tastefully decorated, the tous ensemble was all that could be desired.
The occasion was probably one of the most attractive that has ever been held
in the country.

. OrLiver CoMMANDERY, LYNN.—This new branch of the Masonic order in this
city was fully organized, on Wednesday evening, March 12, by the choice of
the following officers :— Eminent Commander, Geo. W Keene; Generalissimo,
John Shaw, 2d; Captain General, Harmon Hall; Prelate, J. G. Forman; Senior
‘Warden, Isaac B, Boyce: Junior Warden, Charles E. Parsons; Treasurer, Geo.
'W. Hill; Recorder, Wm. B. Phillips; Standard Bearer, Eben Beckford; Sword
Bearer, Geo. A. Breed; Warder, James A. Hollis; First Guard, Charles Healey,
ngec‘?vnd d(f‘rus.rd, Geo. H. Allen; Third Guard, N. B. Fletcher; Sentinel, Thomas
. War




C. W. MOORE'S
Pocket Trestle Board
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DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW.

FOR THE USE OF LODGES AND LEARNERS.

This is a small pocket manual, in tuck, of convenient size for the pocket, and contains
all the monitorial parts of the Work and Lectures of the first three degrees, and is espe-
cially adapted for the use of Lodges and Learners. It also contains a complete DicEsT
of Masonic Law, as required in the government of Lodges, and in the settlement of legal
questions. It is the first work of the kind ever published in this or any other country,
and is the BEsT. : :

It may be had through the booksellers generally, or of Pollard & Leighton, Nichols &

Hall, Lee & Shepard, or A. Williams & Co., at the * Old Corner Bookstore,” Washington

Street, or of the author at the Masonic Temple. Price, $8.00 a dozen; 75 cts. single copy.

““The New Masonic Trestle Board,”

by the same author, approved and recommended by the Grand Lodge of this Common-
wealth, and by most of the Grand Lodges in the United States, may also be had at the
above places. It contains all that is required, and all that it is proper to publish, in rela-
tion to the working of Lodges, Chapters, Councils and Commanderies, and is universally
admitted to be the most complete and perfect manual ever offered to the fraternity. It
was originally prepared and published under the authority of the United States Masonic
Convention in 1848, and has passed through more than forty editions. It has done more
to preserve uniformity of work throughout the country, than any other manual ever pub-
lished, and to counteract the innovations and changes which irresponsible book-makers
and speculators are continually attempting to fasten upon the rituals of the different
orders.

AGENTS WANTED

in every Lodge of every secret society in the United States and Canada, to sell articles
wanted by members of all societies. Large commissions. For further information and
terms, address

C. LILLEY & CO.,
Columbus, Ohio.

MARCY'’S SCIOPTICON

With Improved and Cheapened
MAGIC LANTERN SLIDES.
For Homes, Snndl{-&:hoolu and Lecture-
il 1(IB rooms, it is unrivalled. Brilliant and easy
2 to show. Circulars Free. Catalogues 10 cts.
' SCIOPTICON MANUAL (Rovised Ed.) GO cts.
L.J. MARcyY,1340 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.

This Sciopticon is now used by the Comman-
deries in Philadelphia, and we can recommend it
as being in every way superior for all Masonic
purposes, over the old-fashioned Lantern, as it
does not take up half the room. It is much
cheaper. It can be got ready in five minutes, und
will give a clear, sharp picture, ranging from three
to eight feet in diameter.

E. MassoN, Philadelphia.
ISAAC MUFF, 3409 Ludlow St., W. Philadelphia.
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Masonio Furaishing Stor

POLLARD & LEICHTON,
104 Tremont St., corner of Bromﬂeld St., Bos

xuhmrumnm um mroxrt.ns OF

[3 . 1

SIIGIETY REGALIA AND MILITARY 800DS.

ALL THE VARIETIES OF
JEWEHLS AND OLOTHIN
I'or Lodgou. Ohapters, Councils and Commanderies,
nghts 'I‘empla.rs’ Equipments furnished at Short Notice.

BANNERS OF ALL KIND§ PAINTED AND MADE TO OR

Moore’s Masonic Trestle Board; Moore’s Pocket Trestle Board; Webb’s Masonic
tor, pocket edition; Freemason's Pocket Library; Working Monitor; Dictic
ary and Manual of Masonic Law; Chase’s Digest of Masonic Law;
Tactics for Knights Templars; and all other Masonic
* Publications for sale at the Publishers’ prices.

GUILD & DELANO,

g 'No. 2 Winter Street, Boston,
Maaufacturers and Dealers in all kinds of

MA$@N$<¢ JTEWELR

!‘(DB LODEGES, CHAPTERS AND COMMANDERIES;

.Also, ‘Badges and Presentation Jewels

FOR LODEGES, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES.

Banufacturers and Dealers in Diamonds and Sine Yo

.No. 2 WINTER STREET, BOSTON.

THE MASONIC ORPHEUS

A collection of Hymus, Songs, Chants, and Familiar Tunes, designed to accompany the worl
and Accepted Masons in all the various Degrees and Orders appertaining to the Bilue
Royal Arch Chapter, Council of Select and Royal Masters, and Comms
Also adaptéd to all public and private ceremonies of the Fraternity, Installation and Dedication

" Obsequies, &c. Arranged expressly for Male Voices, with an Accompaniment for the Organ «

forte, by HOWARD M. DOW, Organist of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. Bound in hrg
cloth. Prioe, $3.00. Sent pont-pald on teoeipt of price.

" TO OBGANISTS OF MASONIC LODGES.

Clarke's Short Voluntaries, for the Pipe or Reed 0

Price in boards, $1.50. Sent post-paid on recelpt of price.
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OF EVERY DESCRIPTION,

Designed, ‘Painted and Manufacture

—BY ——

T. C. SAVORY,

No. I3 Tremont Row, Boston.

-

BANNER MATERIALS FOR SALE.

AMPLE REFERENCE GIVEN.
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Railway Steam Printing AVorks,
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THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS BEFORE THE
STATE LEGISLATURE IN 1831.

The anti-Masonic excitement began in the western part of the State
of New York, in the fall of 1826, and soon spread with the rapidity and
fatality of an epidemic over all the adjacent States, aund ultimately,
with more or less violence, over the whole country. Its active reign.
and the season of its greatest violence in Massachusetts, are included
within the years 1830-'31-°32-°38-’84,—in which latter year it was
broken and scattered, and its leaders were allowed to * go te their own
place.”

In 1817, the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts obtained of the Legisla-
ture of the State, an act of incorporation, authorizing it ¢ to hold real
estate not exceeding the value of $20,000, and personal estate not ex-
ceeding the value of $60,000,” for charitable uses,—the legislature
reserving to itself the right to amend, revise, or terminate the charter
at pleasure. The last clause clothed it with a revisionary and inquisi-
torial power over all the transactions of the corporation,—a provision
of which the anti-Masonic members of a subsequent legislature expected

. to avail themselves, as will hereafter appear.

The Grand Lodge had at this time just laid the foundation of a
Charity Fund, the maximum of which was fixed at fifty thousand dol-
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5, and for the management and security of which the powers granted
the legislature were then sufficient.
n 1830, feeling the inconveniences arising from the waut of a proper
. permanent place in which to hold its annual and other communica-
18, and for the better accommodation of its Lodges, the Grand Lodge
chased an eligible site on which to erect an edifice, which, while it
plied all its own immediate necessities, should be an ornament to the
, and a public convenience. It was seen that this would necessarily
slve a larger investment in real estate than it was authorized by its
of incorporation to hold ; but the suspicion was not for a moment en-
ained that the legislature, or the anti-Masonic members, would refuse
necessary modification of its charter, when asked for. It did not
pose, for it did not need to ask for any increase of its present pow-
but simply that it might be allowed to change their condition, and
10ld sixty thousand dollars in real estate, and twenty thousand dol-
. in personal property. Iun the confident belief that a request 80
sonable could not be denied, the Grand Lodge commenced the erec-
. of & Masonic Hall, and in October 1830 laid the corner-stone, with
lic ceremonies. The occasion was one of great Masonic interest,
of greater public excitement. The city was full of strangers, and
streets were lined with anti-Masons of every shade and degree.
» absence of personal violence was abundantly compensated for by
sjonal abuse. But having briefly referred to the incidents of the day
where, we need not repeat them here. It is sufficient to say that
Grand Lodge proceeded in procession from its place of meeting at
reuil Hall, to the site of the new building, and having finished its
smonies ¢here, returned and dined together in large numbers in the
rant rotunda of the Quincy Market.
‘he Grand Lodge went on with the erection of its new Temple, and
Wednesday, the 24th of February 1831, Major Benjamin Russell,
ast Grand Master, and the distinguished editor of the ¢ Boston Cen-
1,” presented its petition to the legislature, praying for such an altera-
of its corporate powers as would enable it to meet its present neces-
8. The petition was referred to the judiciary committee, of which
Hoa. William Sullivan, of Boston, was chairman. The committee
sequently reported that the ‘ petitioners have leave to bring ins
” In the afternoon of the succeeding Saturday, Mr. John D. Wil-
18 of Boston, a man of rude culture, with a mind full of idiosyncra-
, presented a remonstrance signed by Mr. George Odiorne and one
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hundred and sixty-eight others,* against the petition, which was also
referred to the committee on the judiciary. Mr. French of Berkley,
moved to print the same with the report of the committee, for the use
of the house, saying that the country would be heard from in a few
days on the subject, by other remonstrances. This motion was op-
posed by Messrs. Newton of Worcester, Jarvis of Woburn, Sibley of
Sutton, Sullivan of Boston, and Shaw of Lanesboro’, who urged that
the question before the House was simply, whether a corporation which
had power to hold eighty thousand dollars in personal and real estate,
should be allowed to hold twenty thousand dollars of it in personal, and
the remainder in landed property ; that the speculative questions con-
cerning Masonry had no connection with the subject, and that the leg-
islature should take warning by a neighboring State, and not rake open
the embers of discord which it was hoped had been covered forever.

- It was further argued that the question involved a principle of impor-

tance, and a comparison was drawn between the present case and that
of a religious society, which might petition for leave to employ funds in:
one way or another, which it had been empowered to hold, and the
question was suggested, whether it would be the duty of the legislature
{p print all essays in the shape of remonstrances, which opposing indi-
viduals of other sects might choose to send to the House? and
whether it would be proper for a legislative assembly to enter into a
discussion of their peculiar tenets, upon such an application? It was
further argued that the subject of Masonry was purely speculative, and
though anti-Masons and Masons might both be conscientious, it was
highly improper to introdhce their disputes into the halls of legisla-
tion, and it was hoped that if the coutention must be continued, it
would prevail somewhere else, and that the House would raise their
hands at once and forever against any attempt to make it a subject
of legislation. The petitioners, it was said, had been found worthy on
a former occasion, had been incorporated with power to hold a certain
amount of funds, and the question was the simple one, whether they’
should hold them in one form or another. The debate was continued
on the other side by the Mr. French of Berkley above referred to, an

—

3 We have the of theser trants, most of whom are now dead. De mortuis nil
nisi bonum, says the maxim; and as we cannot do this in view of our recollections of the
past, we leave them to their rest. It is not improper however to say, that of the 168 signers of
this remonstrance, between forty and fifty of them could not be found in the Boston Directory,
and were at the time supposed to be non-residents, or at least were persons of low condition.
Bome were known to have been induced to affix their names to the paper through misrepresen-
tations, and this was equally true of most of the remonstrances from the country.
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scure and noisy member of the House, who said that the subject
8 an important one, and he should be prepared at a proper time to
isent his views. How he fulfilled this intimation we shall hereafter
. At the conclusion of the debate, the question, on motion of Mr.
aw, was divided, and the report of the judiciary committee was
lered to be printed, by a nearly unanimous vote, while the motion
print the remonstrance was rejected by a similar vote. The leg-
iture, however, granted the remonstrants leave to print it them-
ves if they saw fit to do so. This closed the first day’s proceed-

Jn the ensuing Monday, Mr. French of Berkley offered the follow-
- sweeping Order, which indicates as clearly as words can do it, the
1 and malignant purposes of the whole oppposition—purposes which
enemies of Masonry in and out of the House, hoped to effect
ough the power of investigation retained by the legislature in the
of incorporation granted to the Grand Lodge by one of its predeces-
3, and which a succeeding legislature attempted to accomplish by
appointment of an inquisitorial committee of the anti-Masons of its
ly ; but in which attempt they were foiled by a timely voluntary
render of its civil charter by the Grand Lodge, and the severance of
connection . between it and legislative control. The wisdom and im-
tance of this movement by the Grand Lodge are amply verified by
terms of the Order offered by Mr. French, which follows :—
Orperep, That —— be a committee, who are not Freemasons, to examine
proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, to ascertain its members—
number of Lodges — the number of persons in those Lodges over whom it
ms jurisdiction — the amount of its funds and how collected — the yearly ex-
ses of the institution, and what sums have been yearly paid for the purposes
harity and benevolence—to examine its by-laws—the nature of its obligations,
s and penalties, whether the same accord with the constitution and laws of
land — with power to send for persons and papers, examine witnesses, and
)Tt thereon.”
‘he discussion which followed the introduction of this order was
rp and acrimonious, but was cut’off by Mr. Robert Rantoul of Bev-
¥, by a motion to indefinitely postpone the further consideration of
which motion was sustained, a comparatively small number only,
ng in the negative. Remonstrances were presented, immediately
r, against the petition of the Grand Lodge, by William B. Breed of
i, French of Berkley, Ruggles of Milton, and Francis Brinley ot
‘bury, and laid on the table. Similar remonstrances were also pre-
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sented on the day following (Tuesday), and disposed of in the same
way. One of the latter was headed by the notorious Jonathan Buffurn
of Lynn, who had figured conspicuously with Dr. Abner Phelps of this
city, in what is known in the history of the time as the A. B. C. plot |—
one of the most disreputable transactions of the period, to which we
may, on some future occasion refer again. On the day following
(Wednesday), remonstrances continued to flow into the House. One
from Weston we took occasion to examine, and found that it contained
seventeen names which were also borne on a remonstrance from East
Sudbury. But what was still more disgraceful, it contained the names
of several persons who were town paupers, and others who were under
guardianship. It also bore the name of one person who had served out
his sentence in the Massachusetts State Prison for the crime of forgery.
We refer to these instances as showing the desperate character and the
desperate and scandalous means resorted to by the enemies of our In-
stitution, to bring it into public disrepute, and make the simple-minded
believe what they boldly declared by their words and their acts to be
true, that, ¢ Masons are too depraved and dishonest to be permitted to
enjoy the rights and privileges of freemen!” Among other means re-
sorted to and used with great efficiency by persons employed to travel
over the State and obtain signatures to the printed remonstrances fur-
nished them by the Suffolk Anti-Masonic Committee, was the infamous
falsehood that the ‘* Grand Lodge had petitioned the legislature for a
donation to enable them to complete their new hall.” A misrepresentation
of this kind could of course have no influence in the legislature where
the truth was known, but it did have great influence in inducing igno-
rant and simple-minded people to put their names to a remonstrance,
the purport of which they did not know, and in many instances the
merits of which they could not understand if they did know.

On Thursday, a remonstrance was received from Stoughton, and it
was expected the petition of the Grand Lodge would be called up, but
the legislature was engaged throughout the day with other and more
important business.

On Friday, additional remonstrances were presented in the morning,
and in the afternoon Mr. Sullivan moved that the petition of the Grand
Lodge be stricken from the orders of the day, and the following morn-
ing assigned for its consideration, but the motion was not sustained. In
the course of the short discussion to which it gave rise, Mr. French,
who had assumed quite a leadership in the business, took occasion to
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iay that if gentlemen expected to'carry a bill in favor of the Grand
sodge through the House without a discussion of the merits of Free-
nasonry, they would find themselves under a great mistake. This in-
ulting menace was received with contempt. |

Additional remonstrances were received on Saturday morning from
jtoneham and Lynn, and were laid upon the table, and no other action
vas had in reference to the subject until the following Thursday, when
Ar. Stetson of Braintree presented a remonstrance signed by Nathaniel
immons and others of Franklin, and Mr. Ingalls of Lynn, starting off
n a new issue by way of breaking the monotony of the proceedings,
resented a petition signed by Winthrop Newhall and seventy-eight
thers, alleging a necessity for instituting an inquiry into the doings
f Mt. Carmel Lodge of that town! This was a new move, but the
etition was allowed to die upon the Speaker’s table. In the afternoon,
he report of the committee on the petition of the Grand Lodge was
nally taken up, and after a short, exciting debate, and a long, prosy
xposition of the ¢ many and great evils of Masonry,” by Mr. Lazell of
iridgewater, who occupied about two hours in reading from Bernard’s
-Light on Masonry,” and other documents of equal credibility, to the
reat disgust of the House, the whole subject was, by an error in the
uling of the Speaker, indefinitely postponed. This result was wholly
nexpected, and was equally unsatisfactory to the petitioners and their
nemies, though, as will shortly appear, a majority of the members of
1e House were glad to get rid of the subject on any terms. But it
ras not to be so easily disposed of. The friends of the petition felt
a1at through the ruling of the Speaker, a great wrong had been done to
1e petitioners, and disagreeable as the subject had become, they were
ot willing to submit to the wrong without giving the House an oppor
ity to correct or confirm it. The Hon. John P. Bigelow of Boston,
ose in his place, and addressing the Speaker, said he was confident
1at the vote was taken under a mistake ; and, as he felt sure the House
id not mean to deny the prayer of the petition, but only to cut short
1e reading of interminable and unauthenticated documents about Ma-
oory, he would give notice that he should move a reconsideration of
1e vote to-morrow morning.

On Friday morning, in accordance with this notice, Mr. Bigelow
10ved a reconsideration of the vote by which the report of the judici-
ry committee, on the petition of the Grand Lodge, was indefinitely
ostponed. He was a, distinguished and active Mason, but disclaimed
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having ever been influenced in his public conduct by any feelings con-
nected with the subject of Masonry. Some of the opponents of Ma-
sonry in and out of the legislature were his personal friends, and it was
not his intention to reflect upon the motives which had induced the
gentleman from Bridgewater to adopt a course of argument and reason-
ing, wholly inapplicable to the subject before the House. The strict-
ures which that gentleman had passed upon the reputed oaths and prin-
ciples of the higher orders of Masonry, could certainly have no bearing
in any case, upon the lower degrees, which, and which only the Grand
Lodge had anything to do with. Besides, he could not see what possi-
ble bearing a discussion of the general principles and effects of Masonry
could have upon the subject under consideration. Such reasoning, he
said, might apply, if it were now a question of granting or taking away
the Charter of the Grand Lodge ; but in reality, all that is asked for is

simply a modification of the Charter, so as to allow the Institution to.

hold less personal and a proportionable amount of real estate, for the
purpose of enabling the Grand Lodge to erect a Masonic Hall, instead
of being obliged to hire their place of meeting, as at present. And
surely more danger, if any, is to be apprehended from the influence of
dollars, in the way of ¢ bribery, corruption,” etc., than from real
estate. The Lodge in thus asking leave to redeem their personal

property, have requested that which has invariably been done for other |

corporations. 1If this corporation is mischievous, or has done.anything
worthy of censure, repeal the Charter ; but until you see cause for do-
ing this, allow it the same privileges which you grant to other incorpo-
rated institutions.

But waving other considerations, Mr. Bigelow said that his particu-
lar purpose in making the motion was, that the question on the report
might be fairly taken by the House. A mistake existed yesterday in
relation to it ; and with all deference to the Chair, he thought its deci-
sion was erroneous in relation to the ¢ main question,” the chair having
decided that the main question was the ¢ indefinite postponement.” The
“ previous question ” takes precedence of the motion to ‘¢ postpone,” and
it had been uniformly decided that the motion to postpone indefinitely
was the last in order. He thought, therefore, and he believed such was
the sense of the House, that the previous question should have taken
precedence of the motion to postpone, and not have been applied to it,
and that the main question should have been on the acceptance of the
report. He did not wish for discussion, and the friends of the measure
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1 not discuss it. He was willing to allow the case to stop after the
ng speech of the gentleman from Bridgewater, for the prosecution,
o trust to a decision without the advantage of a reply. Whether
sport were accepted or rejected, he cared less than that a decision
s House should be had understandingly.

. John D. Williams of Boston, argued the matter with hls usual
ence and pathos. The salient point in his argument was, that the
d Lodge and its subordinate Lodges, should sell their jewels and
their funds to the insane hospital. It was suggested at the time,
his remark had a special reference to the future welfare of the
Ik Anti-Masonic Committee, of which the gentleman was himself
tinguished member.

Rev. Mr. Brigham of Randolph, next took the floor, and proposed
the Grand Lodge take twenty thousand dollars and send forty
and Bibles to the valley of the Mississippi. .Mr. French of Berk-
ext read documents to show that Masonry is powerful and mingles
)lities, and said that John Brooks was elected Governor of this
through Masonic influence, forgetting, or not knowing, that the
sing candidate was also a Mason. '
e previous question was then moved, but withdrawn to give the
Mr. Sullivan an opportunity to make an explanation which he
ed necessary for the dignity of the House, and to a just under-
ing of the proceedings of the judiciary committee, of which he was
hairman. He said that aspersions had been cast upon him as be-
iterested in the sale of the land to the Grand Lodge. In other
- he should request the House to inquire into the abuse cast upon
fficers. Some persons, opposed to Masonry, had waited on him
isked a hearing in behalf of the remonstrants; but as these gentle-
had no interest in the subject of the petition, the committee thought
selves as capable of judging of the matter as they, and therefore
ed to hear them. He spoke of the excitement—said the anti-
ms were the authors of it, and not the Masons. Let the Masons
- and they would injure nobody. He had been thirty years in pub-
'e,—fourteen in the service of the militia, and long acquainted with
st every walk in life, and he had never seen any bad effect arise
Masonry. He thought it was productive of positive good, and
the legislature would be doing its duty to put its seal upon anti-
mry.
ie question was then taken, and the House refused to reconsider
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the vote by which the subject was indefinitely postponed. Yeas 128—
nays 133. ) .
This vote disposed of the subject and left the Grand Lodge to relin-
quish the building of its new Hall, or, as the alternative, to go on and
complete it, trusting to a future legislature for the relief necessary for its
security. It had undoubtedly broken the conditions of its charter, and
thereby embarrassed itself. Of this fact its enemies were disposed to
take advantage; and would probably have attempted to do so at the
time, had there not been a doubt as to the precise amount which the

Grand Lodge had then invested in its real estate.

We leave this branch of the subject here. What has been said is be-
lieved to be sufficient to enable our readers to form a general though
imperfect estimate of the character of the eontroversy, and the difficul-
ties which their brethren of the time were called to encouater; but it
fails to give them any just conception of its asperity, or of the excite-
ment it produced among the people throughout the State. It is true
that the Grand Lodge had gained nothing by the movement to relieve
it of its present embarrassment, but it had gained in the sympathies o f
the community, through the desperate and malignant opposition it had
met with at the hands of its enemies. Still the prospects before it
were far from encouraging. Its property was in & precarious
condition, and itself and Lodges were threatened, as shown by the
Order offered by Mr. French. On the adjournment of the legislature,
the anti-Masonic members of it were fully supplied by the managers of
the party in Boston, with blank petitions, to circulate throughout the
State, demanding such an investigation. They had defeated the Grand
Lodge in one instance, and this gave them courage to look forward
hopefully to the ensuing legislature, or whenever the exigencies of the
Grand Lodge should compel them again to appear before that body, in
the character of petitioners. But they were destined to meet with dis-
appointment. How this was effected we have shown in the address
delivered by us before St. Andrew’s Lodge in October last, and pub-
lished with the proceedings of the Grand Lodge for the past year. So
much of that address as may be necessary to give our readers a full

knowledge of the entire case, will appear in our pages next month.

King Oscar II. was in November last installed Grand Master of

* Masons in Sweden and Norway, the ceremony taking place at Stock-

holm,
2
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OPENING CEREMONIES ESSENTIAL.

My DEAR BroTHER MOORE :—The articles of mine which you have
onored.by a place in your valuable magazine, have in the main, been
f a practical character, intended, so far as they were worthy of coneid-
ration, to reform abuses, correct errors, and keep distinctly before the
raft in a substantial form, the admirable customs, usages, and golden
iles of olden times, so that the neophyte and those seeking its light
ight discern in Masonry a present living-principle originating in ages
ast; a perfect system within itself, quickened by the benevolent im-
alses of its own attributes ; that beyond these realities and noble qual-
ies the institution was not in the line of progression, and viewed re-
rmatory movements within its pale as innovations, unnecessary, un-
rise and revolutionary. Very many of our estimable brethren indulge
1e idea that Masonry should steadily advance with the growing spirit
f reform now rife in the world, and which pervades every department
f life ; that its growth to usefulness was retarded by encumbrances and
atanglements springing out of the regulations and principles of its im-
wtable ¢ Old Landmarks,” so that the institution really lies moulder-
1g in the rust of an hundred ages. By this line of thought the true
pirit and character of Freemasonry is misapprehended, its principles
erverted aud purposes entirely misunderstood. The flippant, flaunting
tyle of the day, is not in accord with its modesty. It does not com-
ort with its age, dignity nor character. A modest demeanor and at-
re, with the brilliant jettings of fraternal love emitting a halo around
8 benefitence, imparts to it an adornment which magnifies its great-
ess. This picture to some extent portrays the benignant features of
1d Masonry. The institution need seek no higher eminence than these
ualities secure to its fame. Every principle of Masonry finds an affin-
:y in every virtuous bosom. Its rich moral endowments, its virtues,
:s benevolence ; its mystic tie, its universality; its moral, force in
rotherhood ; its profound deference to Almighty God, all are of its
omponents. Masonry sprang into existence with these life-inspiring
lements animating its soul. These are inexhaustive principles and are

1ot susceptible of improvement ; neither can the symbolism selected to

mpress them upon the mind and conscience, nor the ritual which gives
lirection to their efficiency, be improved. Hence it is with sincere re-
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gret we perceive a disposition evinced among the younger members of
the Crafl to omit entirely or replace some of the early and well-matured
features of the ritual, by expressions calculated to divert the doctrines,
sentiments and design of the institution, as received from our progeni-
tors.

It is scarcely probable that the present outlines of the ritual as gen-
erally practised, aed the internal economy of Freemasonry, are in every
particular precisely as they were hundreds of years ago; nor is it at all
important to establish any such idea. It is enough to know that their
most essential elements have tenanted the fabric long enough at least to
identify the institution with ages past, and to give permanency, if age
can do it, to certain general principles in both, and to prevent a mere
quibble from materially affecting any change likely to disturb the well-
adjusted framework webbing its original design. And yet quibbles and
pretexts are troublesome, and may be sometimes used to a pernicious
extent, if not to hide a more serious form of attack. Through such
means there are very material points in the language or ceremonials of
the ritual oftentimes innocently assailed and made to succumb to the
caprice of the officer or convenience of the Lodge. Were the changes
merely for the moment, to be abandoned when the emergency inducing
them had passed, they might occur without exciting any anxious ap-
prehensions for the future of the institution. But this is not the case.
In some instances the omissions or variations in the ritualistic system
have become permanent fixtures in some jurisdictions, certainly in one,
seriously affecting the early teachings of Freemasonry. Take, for in-
stance that of opening and closing the Lodges on the first and secund
Degrees without ceremony or lecture.

Among the several points of obligation imposed upon the Master,
there are none more forcibly enjoined than that one requiring him,
while observing the usages of the Craft in the forms incident to the De-
gree on opening or closing a Lodge, to give at least a sectional part of
the ritualistic lecture. A reasonable discretion lies with the officer as
to the length of this categorical lecture, but he has no discretion as to
whether he shall nor shall not perform the duty, or whether he shall or
shall not use the ceremonies. There is nothing in the prerogatives of
the Master’s office, nor any power vested therein, to expand any func-
tion 8o as to cover a violation of any constitutional requirement. The
lecture which is made so prominent in the preliminary ceremonies of &
Master’s induction to the oriental chair, is that which is fully understood
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ity to be the catechetical instruction of the work. Itis
ion on the science or phenomena of Freemasonry; nor
-in the responses of the officers to other parts of the open-
al services. These latter may, under some peculiar cir-
e abridged with impunity, but the lecture referred to is
ive in every instance. Under the usages of the Craft the
designated by the charter are classified by the Degrees
Neither of them is subordinate to the other. They
5ld a distinct and independent relationship. This position
d by the fact that until within the last quarter of a
3 country, and up to the present moment in some other
local or special business of the Craft was transacted in
pprentice’s Lodge. Therefore, by a parity of reasoniug,
rangement of the present day the first two Lodges are
the Masters’ Lodge, then under the original system the
ind Masters’ Lodges were subordinate to the Entered Ap-
lge. That however, was not the case then, nor is the re-
» now. There is but one exception under the old system
nodify the force of the argument, and that exception was
the maxim * that an alleged offender should be tried by
it that time Master Masons only were competent to set on
rother of any Degree.
article, over the signature of ““D,” I adverted to the posi-
re of Master Masons held as a body, independent of the
3 for Masonic Work. The warrant authorizes a conver-
ly into a Lodge for the transaction of business and con-
8. But until this ritualistic form has been accomplished,
:apable of exercising the functions of a Lodge. These
10t intended to reflect upon the intelligence of our breth-
1g this proposition, for it is pretty generally understood
nor is there any need to advert to a Masters’ Lodge in
I, because I presume there is no neglect of the law in the
onies of that Lodge. The point which I feel interested
is, that the same Masonic form required to reduce a
ier Masons to a Masters’ Lodge, is equally imperative in
‘her two Lodges into existence. The fact that the chan-
‘0 Lodges is through the Masters’ Lodge, does not there-
impair the force of the law requiring the usual opening
be performed. A Lodge in any Degree can not be
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spoken into existence at the mere command of a Master, nor by a re-
solve of the body. I know of no prerogative in the office of Master or
Grand Master, nor power vested in either to lay aside the ceremonials
and declare one Lodge closed and another opened simply by the word of
command.

The distinctive characteristics of a Lodge are made apparent by the
restriction trammeling the Grand Master in the exercise of his accred-
ited prerogative of making Masons at sight. The idea erroneously held
some few years ago that this officer had vested in him the power to im-
part the Masonic Degrees in any manner he saw fit, without convening
a Lodge for the purpose, has been corrected by a more perfect under-
standing of the principles originating the power. It really matters not
whether an occasional or instituted Lodge be convened, the argument
is that a Lodge must be ritualisticly opened before the Degree can be
conferred. If this preliminary is requisite in one case it is in every in-
stance. A candidate can not, in my judgment, lawfully receive any
Degree, unless the Lodge in that Degree has been regularly opened. If
then a Mason can only be made in a Lodge opened agreeably to the
usages of the Craft, it follows that there must be some constitutional
form of reducing the body of Masons under a warrant into a working
condition. If this be so, of which there is no doubt, then in my opinion
it should be donme without adulterating the formula prescribed and
handed down to us by our fathers. The official obligation of the Mas-
ter coercing a strict adherence to the rules observed by our progenitors
in opening a Lodge and in particularizing the lecture to be used on the
occasion, shows how important to the perpetuity of the institution they
were esteemed to be at that time. These forms are peculiarly Masonic,
and although not typical of any principle forming its moral structure,
are nevertheless of vital moment in maintaining the ideutity of Freema-
sonry, and hence should be cherished with the most earnest solicitude.

Yours in fraternal love, E.

CHARLES H. TITUS LODGE, TAUNTON.

This new and promising Lodge was duly constituted and its officers
were installed-on the 28th of March last, by the M. W. Grand Lodge,
consisting of M.W. Grand Master Nickerson ; D.G.M. Everett ; and R.
W. Bros. Coolidge as S. G. W.; Baker, J. G. W.; Moore, Cor. G.
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s Grand Chaplain ; Chessman, G. Mar.; W. C. Lovering
wood as G, Deacons ; William Cox and A. B. Hodges as

s
onies of constituting the Lodge were performed in the
he presence of the members and visiting brethren. In the
llowing officers were installed in the presence of a large
f the brethren, their ladies, and invited guests: Timothy
aster ; Lewis E. Leonard, Sen; War. ; Walter S. Sprague,
1arles Lawton, Treas.; A. Doane, Jr., Sec.; Charles H.
ain; Geo. H. Rhoades, Sen. Dea.; E. W. Harlow, Jr.
:us Sherman, Marshal ; Joseph H. Knowles and Edward
swards ; James L. Cory, I. Sen. ; and James H. Stevens,
he conclusion of the ceremonies the ¢ompany were ad-
e Grand Master, and soon after repaired, by invitation of
the banqueting hall for supper, where the usual ceremo-
e, and excellent speeches were made by the Graud Master,
| Warden, the Chaplain of the Lodge, and others.

is the fourth Lodge in Taunton, and what adds to the
evidence of the increase of the Order in the city, is the
t that they are allin a flourishing coundition, and embrace
ctive memberships, a large proportion of the -most enter-
utelligent of.the citizens. The first Lodge in Taunton
's), was constituted in 1798, and continued to exist until
out of the anti-Masonic persecution, when, like most of the
ristol county, it suspended its labors, and remained dor-
1e years. On the subsiding of that excitement however,
anized and renewed its labors, and has continued in &
ictive operation to the present time, the best evidence of
the three younger and flourishing Lodges are offshoots of
these Lodges, there have more recently been organized in
hapter and Council of R. and S. Masters. These facts are
alarly gratifying and interesting, in view of another fact,
at a time, within our own personal recollection and active
. there were not Masons enough in the town to maintsin
single Lodge. There were undoubtedly nominal Masons
iis purpose, but the opposition had frightened all their Ma-
them. .
Lodge starts off under the most favorable auspices, and
e which is a guarantee for its respectability. A more felic
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itous one, if it must be that of an individual brother, could not have
been selected, and the character of its members is sufficient assurance
that it will not be tarnished by any act of theirs. The hall in which it
will hereafter, in conunection with Ionic Lodge, hold its meetings, is,
with its apartments, one of the most commodious and pleasant in the
district. It is handsomely furnished, and we were pleased to see that
the foundation of a good Masonic library has been laid by its associate
Lodge, but which we suppose will be available to both.

CHARLES A. WELCH LODGE, MAYNARD.

The above Lodge bears the name of an estimable brother, the Deputy
Grand Master for the District in which it is located, and starts off with
a fair promise of rivalling the best of its sister Lodges in the county.
It is composed almost wholly of young men, and when it is said that
the petition for its charter bears the names of eleven brethren only,
and that during the year it has been working under its dispensation it
has admitted twenty-seven candidates, and built and richly furnished
one of the most tasteful and inviting halls in the iunterior of the State,
little more need be added in evidence of the zeal, enterprise and liberal-
ity of its founders. It was regularly constituted by Grand Master
Nickerson on the 10th of April last, when its hall was dedicated and its
officers installed. The Grand Officers present were, the Grand Mas-
ter; D. G. M.; S. G. W.; Parkman as J. G. W.; P. G. M. Lewis,
and Bros. Moore; W. W. Wheildon; R. M. Field; Titus; Chessman
and others.

The ceremonies were all conducted in private and to much greater
advantage and acceptance to the brethren than could have been done in
the presence of a mixed assemblage. At the conclusion of them, G. M.
Nickerson delivered one of his most happy and effective addresses to
the brethren of the new Lodge, when the Grand Lodge retired, and
soon after met the brethren at the dinner table in the excellent hotel
kept by Bro. Wm. F. Wood. The dining room was beautifully dressed
with flowers and trailing vines, and the tables were literally loaded with
the best the market afforded. Among the visitors present was Bro.
Ebenezer Wood, an initiate of Corinthian Lodge, Concord, Mass., aged
81 years, having beena Mason 54 years. Short speeches were made at-
the table by several of the brethren; at the conclusion of which the
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Lodge took the cars for Boston. The officers of the Lodge are
W. Reed, Master ; Jas. L. Phillips, S. W.; John Hickland, J.
li R. Chase, Treas. ; T. E. Trampleasure, Sec.; John R. Gra-
d John Proudman, Deacons. We have not the names of the
fficers.

INITIATION OF VOLTAIRE.

ind in the Gentleman’s Magazine (London) for 1778, a brief no-
he initiation of Voltaire into Masonry. He had, in the early
that year, left his pleasant home at Ferney to take up his resi-
it Paris, where, surrounded with glory and with wealth, he was
1 with unusual honors by all the learned bodies, and crowned
3 poetic wreath in the full theatre, amidst applauding thousands.
other societies emulous to do him honor, and undoubtedly sup
from his intimacy with Frederic of Prussia (who in early life
en an interest in Masonry), that Voltaire was himself a member
)rder, the different Lodges in Paris sent delegates to pay their
i to him. On learning the particular object of their calling, he
m that ¢ he was a profane, who had not yet seen the light,”
7 that he was not a Mason. The Marquis de Villette, who was
a Mason, suggested to the octogenarian * to consent to be initi-
the arcana of the profession.” To this he readily assented, and
ordingly received in the Lodge of the Nine Muses, where, he
1, there was an Apollo wanting. There were upwards of one
| members present, several of whom were celebrated poets and
ns. Among other verses addressed to him on the occasion,
e la Dixmerie presented to him the following :—

¢ Au seul nom de Pillustre frére
Tout Magon triomphe anjourd hui:
8’11 regeit de nous la lumiére
Le monde la recoit de lui.”

eremony of his reception was conducted by the celebrated as-

r Lalande.

din was also made an honorary member of the Lodge, we think
ame evening, or at all events during the Presidency of Lalande
ut the same time. There was, a few years ago, a very valua-
on drawing of the affiliation of Franklin as a member of the
n the Grand Secretary’s room of the Grand Lodge of this State,
8 lost in the fire which destroyed the building.

o s A e
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DEATH OF BRO. JOHN P. OBER.

This estimable brother died at his residence in this city on Friday,
April 11th, in the 68th year of his age. He was born at Salem,
Mass., and early removed to Gloucester, where he married, and con-
tinued for several years, but finally removed to Boston, where he car-
ried on his business as a cooper. On the death of the late Bro.
Henry Purkitt, he was appointed Inspector-General of fish, which office
he held for several years. He had served the city in the Common
Council and in the Board of Aldermen, and in 1854 was elected Pres-
ident of the Metropolitan Horse Railroad Company. In 1856, when
after a long struggle this road was built, he was very efficient in the
important work incident upon the, at that period, novel enterpise for the
narrow streets of Boston. Br. Ober was a self-made man, owing little
to the usual opportunities which facilitate a good start in life. For his
success he was indebted to his capacity and many positive qualities of
character—among which decision, promptness and & hearty self-reliance
aided by good common sense were conspicuous. Mr. Ober was a pub-
lic-spirited citizen—in private, friendly and generous—and through a
long career a trusted and respected man. He was a member of St.
Andrew’s Lodge, and for several years President of its Board of Trus-
tees. He was buried on Sunday, the 13th, the members of the Lodge
and a large concourse of personal friends uniting with his family in the
solemnities of the occasion.

GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND.

DEATH OF THE KING OF SWEDEN.

At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of England,
held at London on the 4th of December last, the Marquis of Ripon,
Grand Master, addressed the Grand Lodge'on the recent death of the
King of Sweden, as follows :—

“ Brethren, the next business which stands on the paper, is a motion
which I am desirous of submitting to this Grand Lodge, and which I
feel confident will meet with the approval of every brother present, be-
cause it is entirely consistent with the great principles of our Craft, that

3
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/
thren of one country should sympathise deeply with all which
8 the interest and welfare of the Craft in any other part of the
Now, Brethren, as you are aware, the Craft in Sweden had
1y years the great advantage of having at its head the late mon-
that country, His Majesty King Charles XV., a sovereign whose
and public character, whose great abilities and intellectunal ac-
ents were of a nature to secure for him the respect and admira-
it only of his own subjects, but all, as I understand, who had the
rtune to be acquainted with him. But we have a greater and a
interest, because his Majesty was at the head of the Craft in
1, and gave to Freemasonry the important sanction of his sover-
me and office. It would therefore, be natural that we should
. to the Grand Lodge of Sweden our sympathy, and that we
offer them our condolence upon the great loss which they have
ed by the death of their eminent sovereign. But there is one cir-
nce which would make it, I thiuok,. highly unbecoming if we
1 Masons did nct take some step of this kind upon this occasion,
: it was through the instrumentality of the King of Sweden that
st Grand Master, His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, was
d into the Craft I know, brethren, that there have been many
it us who have regretted that His Royal Highness was not initi-
England ; but we must all remember the peculiar fitness that |
‘a8 in the heir to the crown of this country receiving his initia-
m a European Sovereign, and I think we must always bear in
r reverence the memory of the illustrious Sovereign who was
e Masonic parent, if I may be pardoned the expression, of His
Highness the Prince of Wales, who initiated him into our Ancient
and who implanted in him, as we have had since such ample
the most pure and perfect Masonic principles, and inspired him
love for Freemasonry which I am able to say, and which indeed
know from what you yourselves have seen, has increased more
re as His Royal Highness has become more and more acquaint-
h the principles and working of the Craft. I say, therefore,
:n, that we should be wanting in that sympathy which is due to
redish Brethren, if we did not upon this occasion evince the io-
vhich the Brethren of England have in the Brethren of Sweden
-essing to them our heartfelt sympathy and condolence. I believe.
selings find an echo in the breast of every one here present. I
srefore not detain you longer, but will read to you the address
I propose :— .
Te, the Grand Lodge, of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of
d, received with feelings of the most profound grief your ac-
ment of the demise of your lamented Grand Master King Charles
We take the earliest opportunity of proffering you our warmest
hy and sincere condolence upon the sad bereavement which has
d the Grand Lodge of Sweden of their Royal and Illustrious
The memory of your late lamented Grand Master is especially
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endeared to English Freemasons, as it was he who first imparted a
knowledge of Freemasoury to our Most Worshipful Brother His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales. That auspicious event will ever be es-
teemed by us as one of the brightest epochs in the annals of our
Order.

¢ Whilst deeply deploring the great loss sustained by the Grand
Lodge of Sweden, we cannot refrain from expressing a confident hope
that it may please the Great Architect of the Universe to endow your
new Grand Master with those great Masonic virtues which were pos-
ssesed in so eminent & degree by his royal and distinguished predeces-
'or.’ »”

And in aonouncing the resignation of W. Bro. John L. Evans as
President of the Board of General Purposes, and proposing a vote of
thanks for his faithful services, the Grand Master said,—

‘ Brethren, I believe it to be good policy in every society, whether it
be a national society represented by its government, or whether it be a
body like that of Freemasons, to know well both how to reward and
how to punish. There are some people who think that it is very right
to punish, but that it is not very right to express praise when praise is
due. I do not at all agree with that opinion, and I believe that where
good service has been rendered it is right, proper, and good policy that
honest thanks should be given.”

The vote was unanimously adopted, and ordered to be engrossed on
vellum.

INSTALLATION OF THE PRINCE OF WALES AS GRAND
MASTER OF THE K. T. OF ENGLAND.

On the 7th of April (evening) the Prince of Wales was installed as
Grand Master of the Knights Templars at a special grand conclave of
the Order held at Willis’s Rooms, St. James’s. Upwards of 400 mem-
bers were present, among whom were W. Stuart, Most Eminent Grand
Master, the Earl of Shrewsbury, the Duke of Newcastle, Colonel Ver-
non, Colonel Burdett, General Clark, Sir Patrick M. Colquhoun, and a
number of members from every part of the kingdom. The hall was
most magnificently decorated, and at the east end was placed the
throne, of & most gorgeous design. The knights were all in full cos-
tume of the Order ; the dress worn by the Prince of Wales was present-
ed to him by the late King of Sweden, by whom he was initiated into
the Order. The knights met at 5 o’clock, but it was after 6 o’clock
before his Royal Highness arrived. On being announced, the following
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officers and officers designate left the Great Priory, and adjourned to
the Prince’s private room to receive his Royal Highness : —The Great
Prior of Ireland, the Grand Master emeritus Stuart, the Past Deputy '
Grand Master and Sub-Prior of Ireland, the Deputy Grand Master, the
Great Prior of England, the Seneschal, the Primate, the Arch Chancel-
lor, the Great Constable, the Great Marshal, the Arch Registrar, and
H. B. H. Chamberlain. His royal Highness having been robed, a pro-
cession was formed to the hall, and on being comducted to the dais he
was received by the Great Prior of Ireland, the Grand Master emeritus
of England, the Past Deputy Grand Master and Deputy Grand Masters,
the Rev. J. Huyshe, and Colonel Vernon. The installing Master on
the throne (the Earl of Limerick) with the Grand Master elect on his
right and the Deputy Grand Master on the left, then proceeded to open
the Convent-General, and called upon the Arch Registrar to read the
statute of election, which was accordingly done. The Prince replied to
questions put by the installing officer that he was ready and willing to
undertake the supreme government of these orders in England and Ire
land and the dependencies of the British Crown ; that he whould observe
all things that would promote their well-being’ and dignity; that he
would protect and uphold the same to the best of his ability ; that he
would not acknowledge any superior co-ordinate, or inferior jurisdic-
tion ; that he would not permit his prerogative and authority to be in-
fringed ; that he would uphold the Queen’s supremacy ; that he would
judge all equally without distinction of rank. The Primate having
offered up a prayer, the usual obligation was administered to his Royal
Highness, after which he signed the roll on the sepulchre. His Royal
Highness having been invested with the insignia of his rank, the install-
ing officer said as follows :—* I place you on the throne as Grand Mas-
ter of the Order in England, Ireland and Wales, and the Dependencies
of the British Crown.” The Primate then pronounced the Benedictio
Sacerdotalis,—* Pax et benedictio Patris Omnipotentis, Filii et Spiri-
tus Sancti, in te descendat et tecum maneat in szcula szculorum.
Amen.” The Herald then made proclamation of his Royal Highness
as Grand Master amid a fiourish of trumpets, upon which the knights
in order filed past from both sides, saluting as they passed, the Grand
Organist, (Wilhelm Ganz) playing a march. The Arch Chancellor
then delivered an address congratulating his Royal Highness upon occu-
pying the throne, and the Order upon the houor conferred upon them in
having a Royal Prince on the throne as their Sovereign. The Prince




GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. - 149

of Wales then formally installed the Earl of Limerick as Great Prior of
England, after which the Grand Master appointed his officers, who did
homage upon their appointment. The special grand conclave was then
closed by the Great Prior of England, and this ended the formal pro-
ceedings. His Royal Highness the Grand Master and a large number
of knights afterwards dined together.

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

OFFICE OoF THE RECORDING GRAND SECRETARY,
Masoxnic TexrrLE, BosTrox, March 81, 1878.

At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge, held March
12, 1873, the following amendments to the Grand Constitutions were
adopted.

Part III., Art. IV., Section 4, page 27, amended by adding,—

 Which penalty shall not be imposed until the delinquent has been
duly notified of the time when and place where action will be taken in
his case. If the residence of the delinquent is out of the jurisdiction of
this Grand Lodge, or unknown, no notice shall be required.” [Adopt-
ed March 12, 1873.]

Part 1V., Art. 1., Section 5, page 85, amended by adding,—

“ Hereafter, no changes by the Legislature of the Commonwealth, of
Municipal Corporations, or boundaries of the territories thereof, shall
be held to affect in any way the jorisdiction of Lodges. Lodges located
by their charters in particular sections of Municipalities shall have the
same jurisdiction-therein as if said sections were entire Municipulities,
and where the boundaries of such sections are uncertain, they may be

~ determined by the Grand Master for the time being.” [Adopted March
12, 1873.]

Part IV., Art. III., page 40, first paragraph of Section 2, amended
80 a8 to read as follows :—

“No candidate, whose application may be rejected by a Lodge, shall
be proposed in any other Lodge under this jurisdiction, within six
months after such rejection ; nor shall any candidate be proposed in any
Lodge other than the one to which he first applied, without a written
recommendation from six members of the said Lodge, of whom the
Master and Wardens shall be three. And when the Master and War-
dens are unwilling so to recommend a candidate who has been rejected,
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be their duty to communicate such rejection to the Grand Lodge,
e District Deputy Grand Master, who shall immediately com-
e the same to all the Lodges under his jurisdiction. And if any
knowingly assist, or recommend for initiation, to any Lodge
', any candidate rejected as aforesaid, who may not have ob-
. recommendation, and also awaited the required six months as
rovided, such Mason shall be expelled from the Institution, or,
d to such other penalty as the Grand Lodge may see cause to im-
[Adopted March 12, 1873.] :
ie copy of the amendments adopted on the above-named day.
Attest : CaarLes H. Trrus,
Recording Grand Secretary.

MASONIC READING-CLUBS.

readers of the article uuder this title which appeared in your
wmber, if it has met with their favorable consideration, may
* something more specific as to the organization and working of
8 therein advoeated. To meet this demand, the rules of a club
of the learned professions of this city, have been procured as an
s of those which might govern a Masonic reading association.
ight alterations adapting them to such purpose, they might be
d as follows :—

MASONIC JOURNAL CLUB.

journal on publication may be kept three days for a first read-
1 one week for a second; but it will be understood that if a
time than three days will suffice to read a journal properly, the
- holding it will feel himself bound to pass it as soon as possible
ext.

member will send this journal to the one whose name follows
ist, noting opposite his own name the dates of its reception and
", in ink.

member desiring a second reading, will make an X in the small
opposite his name ; in which case it will be passed to him by
reader.

e of three cents will be incurred for each day this volume is
yond the prescribed time, and also for neglecting to enter, in
dates of its reception and transmission.

ine will be in no case remitted.

ournals are to be finally returned to the Secretary.

annual meeting of the club will be on the [day of week] of
] at [time of day].

'

|
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These rules, with the names of members and columns for dates and
memoranda subjoined, should be printed and pasted on each book or
pamphlet. One meeting in a year would probably suffice for the trans-
action of business. The principal working officer would be the Secre-
tary, who would receive subscriptions and procure the publications and
issue them to subscribers. The number of members of the medical
club is thirteen ; that of the proposed Masonic club should be about the
same. At the close of each year the journals could be sold by auction
among the members, and would no doubt bring prices which would
materially reduce their cost to the club.

Some of the periodicals which it would be advisable for a Masonic
reading-club to possess, may be instanced as follows : '

Mackey’s National Freemason. Washington, D. C.; Keystone, Phil-
adelphia ; International Masonic Review, New York ; Masonic Review,
Cincinnati; Michigan Freemason, Dowagiac; Masonic Mirror, San
Francisco; Mystic Star, Chicago; Freemason, St. Louis; Masonic
Jewel, Memphis; Masonic Advocate, Indianapolis; Masonic Tablet,
Jackson, Miss. ; Freemasons’ Repository, Providence ; The Freemason,
London, Eng.

It is supposed that the annual subscription to the works will not ex-
ceed three dollars for each of them, making the total cost of the thir-
teen, thirty-nine dollars. How trivial would be the cost to each of
thirteen or fifteen members of a club! How varied and useful would
be the Masonic information derived from so many sources !

In the list of publications above stated, Bro. Charles W. Moore’s
FreemasoNs’ MONTHLY MAGAZINE is not included, because that should
be taken by Masons generally throughout Massachusetts. Apart from
its sterling worth as an exponent of Freemasonry and its able treatment
of Masonic questions of general interest, it is valuable to them, espec-
ially, as the organ for the diffusion of information on local affairs and
on things relating more particularly to this Masonic jurisdiction.

Should any brother Mason undertake to form a club, the writer of
this would esteem it a great favor to be included in its list of members.

J.T. H.

[We think the suggestion of our correspondent would be improved, and the ob-
ject he aims at more satisfactorily accomplished, if our brethren generally would
come forward, andeindividually, or so far as they may be able, subscribe for the
whole of the above periodicals, and thus afford the publishers, to some extent at
least, the encouragement and support they need and all deserve. By so doing -
they would soon come to understand that there is something in Masonry besides
its ritual, and that their understanding of that is open to improvement].— Edttor.



‘TRUE CHARITY.

TRUE CHARITY,

Vight kissed the young rose, and it sank to repose,

\nd the stars that shone forth watch’d its rest,

And the pure dewdrops hung on its beautiful stem,

iike jewels on a fair maiden’s breast.

Chen the bright morning came with its cool dancing breeze,
\nd whispered unto the sweet flower;

\nd it woke in its beauty . ’
diffusing perfume o’er the bower.

3ut the fiery sun-god came with the noon,
ind his rays smote the delicate rose;

ind it fainted away, 'neath the ardent breath
Vhich each wearied traveller knows;

"ading and lovely it drooped to the dust,

3ut a tender consoler was nigh—

he breeze whilst engaged in its ariel flight,
>ame tripping with joyousness by.

“he breeze had been gamboling over the sea,

Iad pushed on the homeward-bound bark,

she had turn’d the old mill, she had fann’d the tired brow
)f the suff’rer whose lips seem’d so dark;

she had swept by the side of the cottage and brook,

)’er the hill and the flower-spangled dale,

she had sung thro’ the foliage that wav’d on the trees,
incircling the beautiful vale.

she had frisked in the bright curls of th’ innocent child,
\s she passed on her joy-giving round;

ind now as she tripp’d on her way she beheld

he poor rose lying faint on the ground.

the hastened to kiss it, and tenderly bathed

ts forehead in soft, cooling showers;

«nd her kind heart was glad, as she saw she had saved
“he life of the sweetest of flowers.

‘he young rose revived, dnd in gratitude smiled;
but the breeze hurried quickly away—

[er love-task accomplished, she went on her course
lefreshing the still summer’s day.

3ut soon she perceived a delicious perfume .
Iad been poured on her wings by the rose,

ind she felt the delight which a generous heart

n performing a kind action knows.
* * M * * *
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Thus Charity, e’en whilst we dwell upon earth,
Unconsciously wins a reward—

We feel—as we strive in each labor of love,

*Tis a duty we owe to the Lord.

Like the fragrant perfume of the delicate rose—
Each gift the benevolent have given

Will bring them the joy of & conscience at rest,
And bring down the blessing of Heaven.—Anon.

COL. JOE DAVIES.

This gallant Kentucky hero, who fell in the battle of Tippecanoe,
which was fought in the year 1812, and whose mortal remains still con-
secrate the battle-field of his death, was among the most distinguished
members of the Masonic fraternity of his native State.

In command of his regiment he came to Vincennes, where he met
General Harrison, then Governor of the Territory, some two months
prior to the battle. A Lodge of Masons was at work there at that
time, under a charter obtained from Louisville, Ky., and while there,
Col. Davies took the East, and conferred the degrees of the Order upon
one of his soldier-companions, and within two short months, both the
Master and the initiated slept in death. Pierced by the arrows of the
furious red man, they fell on the field of contest, and both filled the
grave of a soldier. )

Kentucky deeply mourned the death of Col. Davies, and in honor of
his memory, the second Lodge of Lexington bears the name of * Joe
Davies,” while their beautiful Lodge room is ornamented with a life-
like picture of the man. We have often looked upon that picture, and
always with fraternal reverence, for we could see in his eye, and in his
dignified contour, the full evidences of his manly and Masonic greatness,
and though long years have passed away since we saw it, we have never
ceased to remember its impressions, or to entertain for the heroic origi-
nal the respect and veneration due to so distinguished a memory. The
man himself, when living, commanded the attention and regards of even
strangers, for his mild and benignant eye looked on them with compla-
cency, while the many noble qualities of head and heart gave him,
seemingly, a double power over all who came within his reach. It was
this spirit of Masonry which governed the heart of Col. Davies, and be-
came the building and elevating power of his character and life, and

made him the hero and man that he was. But for this he might never
4
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en known beyond the boundaries of his own State, and Masonry
»ubtless, would have been robbed of one of her brightest chaplets.
»wn jurisdiction, it should be remembered, has in its keeping the
f Col. Davies, and we cannot but feel that a part of his fame
to us also. Let all our brethren remember him, and let us
3 fame and valor bright among us. Let some new Lodge be
y his name, and let his noble Masonic memory be kept green as
g of acacia among us, until we are called before the Master.

ood Book says, ¢ the memory of the just shall live,” which is
other way of telling us to revere the fair fame of all good men,
keep before us the moral images of their characters, to light us
own the declivities of the present life, and then shall we meet
sain, in the beautiful city beyond the river.—Masonic Advocate,

ADAMS ON SEWARD.

. the declamation upon old political issues in this country, the

thly partizan treatment, and presumptuous conclusions, which !
p the pith and marrow of Mr. C. F. Adams’s address at Albany

. career of Wm. H. Seward, we have nothing to do. The sec-
288, so far as we have seen, appreciate the Adamsy style of this
taking, almost without exception, severe issue with its author’s
rated estimate of Mr. Seward, and his deprecatory estimate of
en cotemporary and associated with that distinguished man.
irpose is with Mr. Adam’s, not Mr. Seward’s, anti-Masonry in
dress. Narrating the early gain of political station by Seward,
1 means of this wayward episode in politics forty years ago,
lams speaks of  the inconsistency of the power of secret socie-
th popular institutions,” and then, reiterating the Morgan myth,
cently assuming facts when there are no known facts, he winds
ollows :—*¢ Yet the period soon arrived when the wisdom of his
-d’s) course came to be fully recognized,” gfc., etc., and with
sce of bombastic comment he quits a branch of his topic which
nly have been truthfully concluded by the admission, in express
ge, that the charge of secret societies being in conflict with pop-
stitutions, utterly failed of establishment; and that those men
de upon the anti-Masonic hobby-horse and stuck to it, sunk out
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of sight; while the men who held footing with this lift, were ashamed
of it. Moreover, so far from any ‘ broad views”—to use Mr. Adams’s
: phrase — being evolved from anything whatever belonging to anti-
Masonry, its result in detail and in totality, was but the opportunity for
overwhelming, with a masterly vindication, every point of Masonry and
its principles, which anti-Masonry attacked. What a rebuke, forsooth.
to the foolhardihood of Mr. Adams’s avowment, is seen in the splendid
position of the Fraternity to-day in the United States; also in the
amazing growth and wide-spread beneficence of the respected order of
Qdd-Fellows! Will there never be an end for the occasion of repeating,
that the objects of Freemasonry are not a secret? and this is all the
community are concerned to know. Before the gentleman was born,
even his grandfather, John Adams, recorded his conviction of the truth
b of this fact. But as Wendell Phillips said : ¢ The greedy ambitions and
* querulous crotchets of the Adams’s” lead them into strange inconsisten-
cies. It must be committed to fairer and less selfish hands than
theirs, to help the world forward. Zep.

ST. MARTIN’S LODGE, CHATHAM.

The above is a rather unusual, but perhaps not inappropriate, name
of a new Lodge at Chatham, on Cape Cod, which, having worked its
year under dispensation, and received its charter at the quarterly com-
munication of the Grand Lodge in March, was constituted by the Grand
Master and his officers on the 7th of April last. Chatham is compara-
tively a small town, but not destitute of a sufficient number of zealous
and faithful brethren to maintain a good and respectable Lodge. Its
increase will probably be slow, for the reason that its population is not
large, and that an important part of its active men are engaged in a
sea-faring life, and necessarily absent much of the time. Still, there
will be enough left to maintain it respectably, and make it a source of
pleasant enjoyment to all. We are sure it has the best wishes of the
Grand Lodge for its future prosperity and continuance. The officers
for the current year are,—Benj. D. Gifford, W. Master ; Harrison
Hamilton, S. W.; Solomon Nickerson, J. W.; Kimble Ryder, Treas. ;
Albert Thacher, Sec.; S. W. Nickerson, Sen. Dea.; David W. Ed-
|  Wards, J. Dea. ; James H. Tripp, S. Steward ; Sullivan Rogers, Tyler.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

inguished Bro. Hughan, whose learning and antiquarian re-
re illustrating the early history of Eugland more fully and
y than has ever been done by any of his predecessors, and
»rs in this line, we are happy to know, are justly appreciated
ntry, sends us the following private note, which we are sure
'don us for laying before our readers; not so much for any
ompliment it may contain, as for the estimation which so com-
reign brother attaches to the value of the volumes referred

TRURO, ENG., March 22, 1873.
0. Moorg,—Many thanks for the handsome MEeMoRIAL of your half-
mbership of the Lobee St. ANDREW, Boston. That, and the Cex-
EMORIAL, are the two finest works of the kind ever issued in any
' country. :
er, I never remember the like of before, and trust that you may live
to enjoy the peculiar privileges which your unique position deserves
Such a HALF-CENTURY MEMORIAL, under such auspicious circum-
never before been held anywhere, and like all that is done at Boston,
n determined to do the thing well. Nothing Masonically with your
Massachusetts is done by halves. I congratulate you most sincerely
r paid you, and only wish I could have been present as an old-young
¢ ditto ” to all the truly excellent and happy remarks which fell from
he gifted speakers.
copy of the original address of the United States Anti-Masonic Con-
d in Philadelphia, September 11th, 1830, and a reprint of your grand
f December 81st, 1831. I think the time has come for these two doc-
e printed together, and the position of Masonry in the United States
trasted with that of to-day. With hearty good wishes believe me,
Sincerely yours,
W. J. HugHAN.

am just now going through records of Aberdeen Lodge, Scotland,

CORK, IRELAND, April 2, 1878,
t BroTHER LEWIS, —Your letter of the 18th ult., and the MEMoRIAL
can assure you it afforded me very great pleasure to hear from you
* Let me thank you for the handsome volume and beg of you to con-
worthy brother, whose glorious career it so beautifully records, my
ionic consideration. The Festival and the Memorial reflect the most
t to the heads and hearts of the object and the promoters—¢¢ Behold
viasons love one another.” Thank the R. W. Bro. Chas. W. Moore
. thoughtfulness in sending me a copy. What shall I say to the R.W.
ewis, who instigated this attention to his Irish brother? It must be an
easure for two such men, who have for many years travelled through
1d danger, to unite in forming a column of ‘mutual support and aid. I
1d that I shall deem it one of the greatest privileges of my life if I

: be able to visit you at.Boston.
Always yours, affectionately and fraternally,
RoBERT W ALKER.
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LITERARY NOTICES.

SCRIBNER'S FOR MAY. ¢

*¢The Insanity of Cain” is the suggestive title of the most remarkable ar-
ticle in the May number of Scribner’s, and one that will attract much atten-
tion. Inthe way of * pictorial ” papers, there is a weird little poem by Miss
Oakey; Mr. Rhodes on ‘¢ Gavarni,” finely illustrated; Stanley’s article on
¢ Four Great African Travellers;” and ¢ Cuba and the Cubans.” A timely
article is ¢ A Few Hints on the California Journey.” Kate Hamilton gives us
a bright sketch entitled, ¢ A Novel Spoiled. J. G. Holland’s ¢ Arthur Bonni-
castle ” continues, and Saxe Holm’s Story, ¢ The Elder’s Wife,” is concluded.
The poems of the number are flne, and the editorial departments ably con-

ducted. Price $4.00 a year in advance. Sold by A. Williams & Co., Booksel-
lers, Boston.

HARPER’S.

The May number of this popular magazine, which is welcomed in so many
families as an old friend, closes the Forty-sixth Volume, which contains four
hundred engravings, and a limitless amount of readable matter. The leader
for the present month is ‘‘Life Under the Ocean Wave,” giving a description
of the various forms of life, vegetable and animal, to be found there. Mr.
Sikes contributes an article on ¢* Antoine Wiertz,” the eccentric artist of Brus-
sels. There are also articles on ¢ The Present and Future of Japan;”
¢ Geneva and its Bishop” and ‘“ A Summer Cruise among the Azores and
Canary Islands.” *¢Old Kensington” is continued, and Charles Reade’s serial
entitled the ** Simpleton.” The editorial departments are full of instruction and
entertainment. Price $4.00 a year in advance. Sold by A. Williams & Co.,
carner School and Washington Sts., Boston,

THE GALAXY

The following articles are comprised in this valuable monthly for May :—
‘“The National Assembly at Versailles;” ‘¢ The Wetherel Affuir — Chapters
XX[.—XXIV.;” ¢ The Letters of Junius” by Thurlow Weed; ‘¢ Life on the
Plains,” by Gen. Custer; ‘¢ The Capture and Release of Mason and Slidell;”
‘¢ Gossip about Actors, Old and New;” ¢ Women as Workers;” ¢ Casual Cogi-
tatione; ” ¢ A Vagabond Heroine by Mrs. Edwards; ¢ A Thorn in his Side;”
‘“En Rapport on the Rails,” etc. The poetry of the number is excellent; the
‘“Scientific Miscellany ” contains much important matter. There are depart-
ments also devoted to the discussion of ‘“ Current Literature ” and to ** Nebule.”
Price $4.00 a year. Sold by A. Williams & Co.

LIPPINCOTTS®

For May is before us, opening with the third paper of ¢ The Roumi in
Kabylia,” a well illustrated and pleasantly written paper. This is followed by
an article on ¢ Our Home in the Tyrol.” A concluding paper on ** Wilming-
ton and its Industries ” is given. ‘‘ Marie Famette and her Lovers;” ¢ Salmon
Fishing in Canada;” ¢ A Princess of Thule;” ¢ At Odds;” ¢ Berrytown;”
“ Queen Victoria as a Millionaire,” and several other articles complete the con-
tents of this valuable monthly. The litérature of the day is criticized freely,
and “ the Monthly Gossip ” occupies a few pages. Price $4.00 a year. Sold by
A. Williams & Co., ¢ Old Corner Bookstore,” Boston.

PETERS® MUSICAL MONTHLY.

We received, after our issue for the last month had gone to press, and too
late for notice, a copy of this most excellent musical magazine. It came, as
usual, laden with a choice selection of the finest music of the season. We take
occaggon to recommend it again to all lovers of good music. J. L. Peters, Pub-
lisher, New York City.
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SCIOPTICON?

ed on the covers of this Magazine, will be found on trial to be a greatly
‘orm of the old style of Magic Lantern, and a source of elegant amuse-
gratification in the family circle. It is also a useful and convenient
the illustration of popular lectures on natural history, etc. We learn
xtensively used in our Lodges, Commanderies, Chapters of Rose Croix,
Masonic bodies, where it is found to be an equally acceptable and
expensive method of illustration than paintings, etc., now in more gen-
It is convenient and easily managed. See advertisement.

v is a man who lives on what other people owe him until he starves to
subscriber is one who takes a paper and says he is well pleased with it,
wery body else ¢ he ought to subscribe.” After he has subscribed
n years, the editor writes to him and asks him to let him have $2.50,
rs and fifty cents), and then the subscriber writes back to the editor
im not to send his old paper any more, for there is nothing in it, and
oor editor goes and starves to death more.— Ezchange.

"ATION.

‘ames Fenton, G. Sec. of the G. Lodge of Michigan, whose term of ser-
it capacity makes an angle of ninety degrees in the circle of a century,
the recipient of a quantity of solid silver ware from the Craft in that
; testimonial for long and faithful service rendered. In his response
on gsave many interesting facts in connection with the history of Ma-
2at State.

‘e ALDWORTHy—A FREEMASON.

spoundent at Concord, Mass., asks who Mrs. Aldworth was, and whether
1y truth in the report of her having been a Mason. If our eorrespon-
'efer to the first volume of this Magazine, page 138, he will find the
n he desires. She was the daughter of Arthur St. Leger, and married
\ldworth, Esq., of New Market, in the county of Cork, Ireland, of a
pectable and ancient family. When a young girl, a Lodge was held in
’s house, and out of curiosity, availing herself of some repairs going on
ge-room, she secreted herself in such a way as to escape detection, and
ne time, enable her to witness the proceedings. In this manner she
1ave obtained information that it was not proper for her to possess, and
1y, was initiated into the first degree of Masonry. This is substantially
and our correspondent is referred as above for particulars.

‘COTTISH RITE.

n of this rite in Michigan held their thirteenth annual Grand Reunion
, commencing on the 22d of April, and continuing through the three
days, working the degrees from the Lodge of Perfection, 4th, to the
7 82nd, under the general supervision of the Deputy for the State, Ill.
urnham Tracy. At the conclusion of the ceremonies the annual dinner
d at the Howard House. We understand that the attendance was farge,
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;l: t'l'x” Salso the amount of work done. The Rite appears to be in good condition
e State.

Our brethren at Connecticut also held their Arnual Reunion at Norwich on
Tuesday and Wednesday, 22d and 23d of April, Ill. Bro. Charles W. Carter, 83°,
Deputy for the State, presiding. The degrees were given to two brethren from
Montreal by permission of the representative of the Supreme Council of England,
and probably to others, but we have not the particulars.

FOREIGN ITEMS.

The Prince of Wales was installed Grand Master of the Grand Conclave of
Knights Templars of England, on the 8th of April.

The Lodge Royal York, in Berlin, is about to build a new and handsome Tem-
p}:;l:nd architects, belonging to different Lodges, have been occupied on the
plans.

A new Lodge was formed last October in Sissick, Germany, and in December
a Lodge was constituted in Baden.

Prince Frederick of Holland has resigned the office of National Grand Master,
and accepted that of the Protector.

The new German Masonic Lodge, in Strasburg, was constituted on January 5,
by the Grand Master of the Baireuth Grand Lodge, Privy Counsellor Prof. Blunt-
schli, of Heidelburg. It is held in what was formerly the Jesuit Buildings, angd
is called ¢“ Zum truen Herz ” (the true heart).

On the 16th of February, the first German St. John’s (Johannis Lodge) Lodge
Pestalozzi, under the Grand Lodge of Rome, was solemnly constituted at Naples.
The prosperity of the new Lodge seems certain. .

WRONG CONCLUSION.

If our intelligent brother, Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence of
the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, (who by the way has given us a
very interesting and admirable report) will carefully re-examine the argument
of the report of the Grand Lodge of this State, of the general bearing of which he
seems to be in doubt, we think he will be able to reach a safer conclusion, and
certainly a more correct one, than that at which he has arrived. It may be grat-
ifying to our brother to learn that the result was satisfactory to all parties inter-
ested, and that the welfare of all has been promoted by it. The circumstances
of the case would have authorized a severer course, but that was neither neces-
sary nor expedient.

We are, in this country, Masonically, as fully protected against the encroach-
ments by foreign bodies of the Scottish, as of the York rite. The jurisdiction
is fully occupied by both, and under the government of their own laws, respec-
tively. The Grand Orient of France ignored this fact in its interference at New
Orleans, and attempted to apply its own law of rites where it is not recognized or
acknowledged.

A correspondent under date Valparaiso, Chili, March 14, 1873, writes Grand
Secretary Titus (Massachusetts), as follows:

“The Craft are working along smoothly and doing good work—native and
foreign—the Pope, the Church, and the D——1 to the contrary notwithstanding.
The Grand Lodge of Chili has in active working order eight Lodges in different
parts of the country; Massachusetts has Zwo, the Grand Lodge of England one,
Sco&land one, and the Grand Orient of France one—all hard at work, and doing
good, sure.”
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TED.—Travelling agents in and out of the city, for this Magazine. Liberal
is10ns.

Lodges at Hobarts’ Town, Tasmania (Van Dieman’s Land) are building a
c Hall at a cost of some $15,000.

Fair in aid of the new Masonic Temple in New York, has proved a great
, & large sum having been realized.

International Masonic Review, by Bro. Tisdall of New York, for April,
.0 us full of excellent matter, as is always to be expected.

Grand Master of Virginia decides that public installations of officers of

are improper. If so, we apprehend the impropriety has become too
*and too firmly fixed to be removed. He also decides that a mgdifica-
change of the verdict, on appeal, does not restore the party to member-
the Lodge.

ALEXANDER S. STEWART, G. Sec. of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, died
selburgh-on the 8th of March. Bro. John Laurie succeeds him in the

ire in receipt of the ¢ Boletin do Grand Oriente do Brazil,” being the
journal of that body for the past year, sitting at Rio Janeiro. Itis a very
printed pamphlet, and gives evidence of the increasing prosperity of the
in that not very favorable fleld for Masonic progress.

TOWLEDGMENT.—We are indebted to the politeness of M. W. Bro. Chas.
sbury, for a copy of his very excellent address before Lebanon Lodge,
hington, D. C., on the 18th of October, for which he will please to ac-
t acknowledgment, and also for a eopy of the proceedings of his Grand
for the past year.

IVATE letter to the editor of the Masonic Mirror, San Francisco, says
. S. Crabb, J. W. of Lodge le Progress de I'Oceanic, has been appointed
erlain to his Majesty King Lunalili, the new sovereign of Hawaii Nei.
'y is in good condition in Honolulu. :

VienNa ExmiBirioNn.—We have been requested to announce that the
of the *¢ Vienna Lodge Humanitas ” (Dreilaufergasse No. 7, first floor)
toreign brothers to visit the Lodge during the exhibition, as it has
3solved that during that time some brother should be present in the
rooms to receive foreign brethren daily from 10 a. m. till 7 p. M.

>N1c FUNERAL AT EasT BostoN.—The funeral of the late Jedediah H.
r, Generalissimo of Hugh de Payen Commandery of Jersey City, N. J.,
y a resident of East Boston, was observed with Masonic orders at East
April 17. A short service was conducted by the Rev. W. H. Cudworth
residence of his father on Meridian street. The remains were then
mn charge by the fraternity and carried to Woodlawn for interment.
asonic ceremonials at the grave were conducted by Eminent Commander
3arrett of William Parkman Commandery, assisted by Wm. H. Daggett,
. of Hugh de Payen Commandery of Jersey City. ’



| C. W. MOORE’'S
Pocket Trestle Board

—— AND « e

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW.

FOR THE USE OF LODGHS AND LHARNERS.

This is a small pocket manual, in tuck, of convenient size for the pocket, and contains
all the monitorial parts of the Work and Lectures of the first three degrees, and is espe-
cially adapted for the use of Lodges and Learners. It also contains a complete DicEsT
of Masonic Law, as required in the government of Lodges, and in the settlement of legal
questions. It is the first work of the kind ever published in this or any other country,
and is the BEsT.

It may be had through the booksellers generally, or of Pollard & Leighton, Nichols &
Hall, Lee & Shepard, or A. Williams & Co., at the ** Old Corner Bookstore,” Washington
Street, or of the author at the Masonic Temple. Price, $8.00 a dozen; 75 cts. single copy.

“The New Masonic Trestle Bbard,”

by the same author, approved and recommended by the Grand Lodge of this Common-
wealth, and by most of the Grand Lodges in the United States, may also be had at the
above places. It contains all that is required, and all that it is proper to publish, in rela-
tion to the working of Lodges, Chapters, Councils and Commanderies, and is universally
admitted to be the most complete and perfect manual ever offered to the fraternity. It
was originally prepared and published under the authority of the United States Masonic
Convention in 1848, and has passed through more than forty editions. It has done more
to preserve uniformity of work throughout the country, than any other manual ever pub-
lished, and to counteract the innovations and changes which irresponsible book-makers

and speculators are continually attempting to fasten upon the rituals of the different
orders.

M ARcY’s sclopTlcou This Sciopticon is now used by the Comman.

deries in Philadelphia, and we can recommend it
‘With Jmproved and Cheapened as belng in every way superior for all Masonio
MAGIC LANTERN SLIDES. urpoug. over the olfi-lul;leloned Lantern, as it
For Homes, S8unday-Schools and Lecture- 5oel not take up half the room. It is much
rooms, it is uurivalled. Brilliant and easy | cheaper. It can be got ready in five minutes, nnd
to show. Circulars Free. Catalogues 10 cts. | wi]) pive a clear, sharp picture, ranging from three
SCIOPTICON MANUAL (Revised Bd.) 50 cts. | to eight feet in diameter.
L.J. MagCY, 1340 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. E. Massox, Philadelphia.
ISAAC MuUrr, 3409 Ludlow St., W. Philadelphia.




Masonic Furnishing Store ¥
POLLARD & LEICHTON,

.04 Tremont St.,, corner of Bromfield St, Boston,' T

IANUFACTUBIB! AND IMPORTERS OF

SOCIETY REGALIA-AND -MILITARY 6O00DS.

ALL THE VARIETIES OF

JEWELS AND OLOTHING

For Lodges, Ohaptern, Councils and Commanderies,

nghts Templars’ Equipments furnished at Short Notice,

ANNERS OF ALL KINDS PAINTED AND MADE T0 ORDER.

[oore’s Masonic Trestle Board; Moore’s Pocket Trestle Board; Webb’s Masonic Moni-
tor, pocket edition; Freemason’s Pocket Library; Working Monitor; Diction-
ary and Manual of Masonic Law; Chase’s Digest of Masonic Law;
Tactics for Knights Templars; and all other Masonic
Publications for sale at the Publishers’ prices.

GUILD & DEILANO,
No. 2 Winter Street, Boston,

Manufactarers and Dealers in all kinds of

MASONIC JEWELRY,

FOR LODGES, CHAPTERS AND COMMANDERIES

Also, Badges and Presentation Jewels,

FOR LODGES, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES.

Manufacturers and Dealers in Diamonds and Line Fewelry
No. 2 WINTER STREET, BOSTON.

THE MASONIC ORPHEUS.

A collection of Hymns, Songs, Chants, and Familiar Tﬁnes, designed to accompany the work of F1
ind Accepted Masons in all the various Degrees and Orders appertaining to the Blue Lodge,
Royal Arch Chapter, Council of Select and Royal Masters, sad Commandery.
\lso adapted to all public and private ceremonies of the Fraternity, Installation and Dedication, Funeral

Jbsequies, &c. Arranged expressly for Male Voices, with an Accompaniment for the Organ or Piano-
orte, by HOWARD M. DOW, Organist of the Grand Lodge of Mass1chusetts. Bound in large quarto,
iloth. Price, $3.00. Sent post-paid on receipt of price.

TO ORGANISTS OF MASONIC L.ODGES.

Clarke’s Short Voluntaries, for the Pipe or Reed Organ
Price in boards, $1.50. Sent post-paid on receipt of price.
OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. CHAS. H. DITSON & CO., New Y.
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THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS BEFORE THE
STATE LEGISLATURE IN 1833.

In the Magazine for last month, we laid before our readers a concise

parrative of the course of proceedings, and the struggle connected with

them, growing out of the application of the Grand Lodge to the Legis-’
lature of the State, for a modification of its existing act of incorpora-
tion. Though limited in space, we endeavored to give our present
readers, and to place on record for the use of the future historian of the
Order, a clear understanding of all the material facts in the coutroversy.
The reader is referred-to that sketch; but as the present writing may
fall into the hands of brethren to whom the reference may not be con-
venient, it may be proper to say here, that after a sharp and acrimoni-
ous contest of several days, the petitivn of the Grand Lodge was
rejected. This result was of course wholly unexpected, and embarrass-
ing to that body; and had its enemies in the House been shrewd
enough to avail themselves of the temporary advantage they had gained
through the rejection of the petition, the result might have been
serious. The House, however, was on the eve of its final adjournment,
and the matter was allowed to subside, iu the confident expectation of
its anti-masonic members that the Grand Lodge would be compelled by
its necessities, to renew its petition at the ensuing session in January,
1832 ; at which time they hoped to be stronger and better prepared to
carry on the contest. This expectation was predicated on the fact that
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Grand Lodge had exceeded its corporate powers, and thereby ren.
ed itself amenable to legislative investigation. The Grand Lodge
.not however appear before the Legislature in 1832, and the field
8 left free to its opponents to organize and arrange their forces for

struggle which they had decided should come, if not voluntarily and
m necessity, then by compulsion and arraignment, before the, Legis-
1re, at its session in 1833. It did come ; but in a shape as unex-
ted as it was disastrous to their hopes and malicious purposes. The
owing from my semi-centennial address before St. Andrew’s Lodge
Jctober last, shows the final result of the controversy, and the man-
-in which the Grand Lodge was relieved of its pending embarrass-
nts, and liability to Legislative interference in its affairs :—

¢ The year 1833 was one of great anxiety to the Grand Lodge. It
1 gone on with, and completed its new Temple ; the Legislature was
re-assemble in January ; the Grand Lodge had exceeded its corpo-
e powers, and its property was still in danger. The inquisitorial
amittee, so pertinaciously asked for by its enemies, would then prob-
y be appointed. Before that committee, the leading Masons of the
te would, undoubtedly, be summoned ; an oath would be proposed
ich they would not take ; questions be put to them which they could
.and would not answer. The only alternative was imprisonment!

¢ With few exceptions, the leading Masons in the city were prepared
this; others were not. All naturally desired to avoid the issue, if
rould be done without dishonor. How was this to be accomplished?
Jouncils and extra meetings of the Grand Lodge were held, vari-
; propositions were submitted, debated and rejected. On the 20th of
cember (eleven days before the assembling of the Legislature),
hing had been decided upon. The committee appointed at a pre-
us meeting reported that they had not been able to agree upon any
irse which they could recommend as free from objection. The diffi-
ty arose from an extreme reluctance to meet the case in the only
gible and feasible form in which it could be successfully reached.
e committee was discharged.

¢ In this hour of extreme perplexity and peril, seeing no other mode
:scape from the toils woven around us by the malice of our foes, I
:red in Grand Lodge, in the capacity of Master of St. Andrew’s
dge, the following vote : —

hat a committee be appointed to consider the expediency of surrendering the Act of In-
roration of the Grand Lodge, and report at the next meeting.’
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“Simple and unpretending as this vote was, it was a hazardous ex-
periment. The members of the Grand Lodge were not disposed to
surrender anything. Their temper had been severely tried, and was
now decidedly above fever heat. As an illustration: my excellent and
true-hearted Brother David Parker, of my own Lodge, & man of temper
ardent and excitable, as it was noble and generous, when I mentioned
to him what I had in contemplation, said to me, in his warm and honest
frankness, that ¢ the offering of such a vote in Grand Lodge would cause
an explosion that would blow the roof of the Temple off !’

¢ Before the voting took place, however, I am happy to say he be-
came so0 convinced of its necessity as to waive his feelings of repug-
nance, and, in common with every other mémber of the Gra<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>