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CREATION: FROM THE STANDPOINT
OF A SCIENTIST.

PREFACE.

Having in my boyhood been brought into close contact with
stheists, sceptics, and many others having unorthodox views of
seligion, and being naturally of a very conservative turn of
nind, I was early lead to search-the scriptures for the evidences
f my belief, and cumpare them with the writings of many
wowed infidels. I can well remember with how much pleasure
[ read Tom PaINES works at sixteen for the first time, how at
she second reading 1 began to suspect their validity, and how
after bringing reflection, reason and comparison with the Bible
0 bear, on the third reading I formed such a contempt for the
shallowness of the reasoning, that I dismissed their pernicieis
influence with a feeling of relief.

Since then I have become more or less anquainted with all
that bas been written since 1860 on the subject, eapecially on
the pros and cons of science and revelation, and have long de-
sired to express my views on the Work of Creation as recorded
in GENESIS. Becanse that was one of the strongest points which
I found scieutists and heretics as, a rule to stand by in their
condemnation of Revelation. Although 1 have read mamy
apologies for the want of harmony which appears to exist
between Revelation and Science, I have felt that they were
very inadequate to meet the requirements of the case; and if 1
had not persunded myself twenty years ago, that there was no
need for an apology, as the Bible record of the creation ap-
peared to me to correspond generally with all that science had
yet found, I might have been a devoted follower of the great
agnostic.
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Having been engaged in active life with very little leisure
to devote to abstract Science or abstruse Philosophy, I have
naturally procrastinated the publishing of an opinion, which
twenty years ago would have been new, but which 1 find is be-
coming more generally diffused as the correspondence becomes
more generally understood, which exists between the order of
creation according to MosEs, and that which science is actively
unfolding; and, although the shallow bigot of one scientific
idea, may not see an analogy between what he calls « A SIX
DAYS WORK OF CREATION” and the aeons of evolution
which must have elapsed since the carth was a nebulous mass
of incandescent matter, yet we hope to show that the analogy ie
neither so strained, nor so loose as many of those reasons with
which some of the ninteenth century scientists seem satisfied.

Our testimony will therefore help to swell the great current
of conformity which has happily set in, and which, but for sus-
picion on the one side and ignorance on the other, might never
have been otherwise than harmonious and uniform, as true REV-
ELATION and true SCIENCE proceeding from the same ETERNAL
SoURCE must ever be.

INTRODUCTION.

THE FirsT CHAPTER OF GENESIS has been a boneof contention
between the Christian who believes in its absolute truth, and
the Secientist who believes in its absolute falsehood.

Between these extreme limits there are a multitude of thiak.

ers, who, with the writer, believe in its Divine origin; who think.

they see in it truths which bear a close analogy to what Nature
reveals, and who believe that the trae Revelation of the general
system of Creation was communicated in u vision, in a pano
ramio form to some PropuET (most probably Moses) and by
him recorded in some suital le way and preserved with the Liaw
in the ark of the Israelites.

If such a docuinent were written and preserved as above stated.
we would expect it to contain as clear an exposition of the vis.
- ion as a man like Moses with the langnage at his disposal could
describe; and that where he fell short of a correct description
of the phenomena, was due to the imperfection of the senses.
and to the imperfection of the language.

- To produce a vision of the Universe so close and 8o complete
that a man could distinguish the vibration of its dark substance.
"before the inherent light had become visible, uud at the same
time have a perfect vision of the whole. would require the uni-
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verse to have been apparently reduced to a very small scale, an
act which is not impossible in NATURE.

“"When thus reduced to the proper focus it would be quite pos-
sible for a highly gifted man to describe his vision with all the
winuteness and aceuracy that his command of language would
permit.  To do more was not possible, even for a prophet, but
“was it necessary that he should do more?

For what purpose had the vision been given?

Was it to teach Moses how to construct a universe for him-
self? or to show him that the Universe did not create itself? to
show him the modus operandi; and who its Creator was? to
give him an idea of the various transformasion scenes which had
taken place from the beginning until man was created?

If the purpose was to make Moses an adept in the work of
creation, then it is evident that the vision as recorded was very
inadequate for the purpose. But if 1t was for any or all of the
other reasons we should say it would answer the purpose well.

Many people of the present enlightened age may think it a
useless expenditure of time, and waste of energy to reproduce
the appearance of the GREAT CosMogoNIc WORK for the pur-
pose of teaching a rational being that the UNIVERSE oould not
create itself. But when we consider the embryonic state of the
reasoning faculties in the early stage of the race; that although
it might be considered quite unnecessary in the present high
state of enlightenment and perfection in the reasoning faoculties
of man, yet in the days of Moses, three or four thousand years ago
there may have been some unfortunates, whose minds for some
reason had uot yet evolved the reasoning powers to a degree
that would enable them to understand that, “the whole is great-
er than a part,” and that ¢ nothing will not produce something ™ :
axioms of a kind that require no proof, as their truth depends on
the definition.

But if it was not necessary to teach Moses these self-evideut
truths (axioms on which all human reason is built) peshaps it
was necessary to prevent the more obtuse from acquiring that
aberration of intelletec, which causes its owner to think that
work can be produced without an agent, effect without a cause,
design - without skill, and force without power.

If the high purpose of the vision was to enlighten the world
on the independent existence of a BEING, who, by his expressed
WiLL could give to matter a sensible existence. and to that ex-
istence a reproductive power; a positive being, whose WILL is
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aniversal Law, and whose Law is the expression of His WiLL;
then the vision of the Prophet has not been recorded in vain.
One of the best demonstrated facts in mental science, is that of
the independent control of one nind over another under certain
oconditions.

So clear, abundant and conclusive are the evidences on that
subject, that none but the bigot or the ignorant will deny that it
is possible for one mind to influence another, to the extent of
the active making the passive sce snd describe whatever he wills
him to do. Now if one finite mind can make another finite mind
"do all that we know can be done in the somnambulic state, how
‘much easier is it for the INFINITE MIND and WILL to impress
its ideas or wishes on the finite mind. How easy it would be
for the INFINITE MIND and WILL to cause Moses to fall asleep
and see the work of creation as it was accomplished, and by
command cause him to remember the vision, and have it record-
ed when he awakened out of his sleep. Such a condition would
be no mere dream, but a vision, a clairvoyant vision of a reality.
And such we believe to have been the condition under which
the great Prophet viewed and recorded the work of Creation as
contained in the first chapter of Genesis.

Such a vision under the control of the INFINITE BEINe (the
CrEATOR) would be sufficient for the purposes for which it was
given, and although it might not be comprehensive and detailed
enough to enable Moses to do the work himnself; yet for the
purposes of a general idea of the modus operandi, and of the or-
der of creation: more especially as an authoritative demonstra-
tion of the Personality of the Creator, the vision and the record
were sufficient. To prove that it was sufficient we have only to
look back over the long vista of ages. during which the storms
of human passion, superstition and idolatry have threatened its
destruction, and the cruel devices of an antagonistic and re-
vengeful science have, with a heartless and unrelenting persecu-
tion, tried to endanger its very existence. Yet in spite of all
the powers of Earth and Hell, this great truth, like the staunch
and buoyant bark, has gallantly withstood them all, and is gaily
flaunting its colours to the breeze as it skips over the waves of
peace to the haven of a glorious Millennium.

As it is possible to give a great many renderings of the text
of this chapter; whilst abiding by the one given by the transla-
tors of the Bible of the time of James, King of Great Britain,
KFranoce and Ireland, we will refer our readers to un excellent lit-
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tle work on creation by Arnold Guyot, late Professor-of (teology
in the College of New Jersey, who gives a very clear rendering
from the original by that eminent scholar Prof. H. C. Cameron,
- trasting that those of our readers who may differ from us on
questions of probability, will not eondemn until they have care-
fully reconsidered the facts on which they base their reasoning.
PROLOGUE.
-+ Listen ye heavens and rejoice O earth: Bathybius Haeckelif is dead
" and Huxley acknowledges his mistake. There is still hope for a
Christian.” .
Althonsh the above is not a quotation from the Bible, it is as
full of truth and siznificance to the worshiper of a personal
deity as if it had been one.  Just thiuk for a moment what an
unprincipled antagonist like Haeckel might have done if he :had
been allowed to make use of afloeculent precipitats for an organ-
ic species of the Monera. '
Huxley we do not blame. He is an earnest stundent of Nature,
and like all human beings he is liable to err: he has erred and
he has aeknowledged it, and so far as he is coneerned there is
an end of it. But when we find a wan of the standing and rep-
utation of Prof. Haeckel using auch an erronevus argument .as
part of the foundation of an edifice which is expected to with-
stand all the Spiritual Fovees of Heaven and Hell for all time:
when we see it used (although not then verified) as an argument
in such a classical work as that of creation, we are apt to think
that men of science are as liable to junp to conclusions, to make
as hasty generalizations, and to be as dogmatic in their asser-
tions as those other servauts of God who look upon Nature more
as a nurse than as a mother, When we say that the teachers
of Science. Philosophy and Religion of the present time are all
liable to err and to be dogmatic in their teachings of what they
may eall Orthodoxy, we are speaking only the truth: and when
we say that the one is as liable to. error and dogmatism as the
uther, we are doing them only justice. o
In our use of the word * Scisuce” we refer to the analytical
method of acqniring the knowledge of natare. * Philosophy ™
we call” the synthetical method of understanding nature. * Re.
ligion " is the method of preparing humanity for a higher state
of existence. They also may be styled as  Knowledge,” = Wis.
dom,” **Spirituality " : we also may call them ** Natural History.”
» Natural Philosophy,” ** Natural and Spiritual Development.”
It will be noticed, therefore, that our definition of Religion em-
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braces the material and moral as well as spiritual development
of the species. Such is necessary in retaining three great divi-
sions, and as the number three is fashionable, we will abide by
it in this popular treatise.

The Creation of the Universe, with all the various belongings
thereto, must ever have been to man during the period of his
existence a source of wonder, admiration and praise. To ac-
quire a knowledge of the method and the maker, must have been
the constant desire of the studious of all ages. The husbaud-
man in the fields, the hunter in the wilds, and the shepherd on
the plains, whilst acquiring a knowledge of nature in their own
way, and for their own use, must also have been struck with the
wonderful display which existed outside of their own sphere and
their own wants; whilst speculation would at an early period
seize hold of their faculties, and throngh their imagination pict-
ure to their simple minds various causes. They would not ea-
sily rest satisfied with their own ideas. but ever wish for some
authoritative statement on the subject.

What the theories were. or the auth-rities, it is not our pres-
ent intention to discuss. We propose to take one authoritative
statement only, and show how near it corresponds with the knowl-
edge and philosophy of nature which the world has acquired at
the present time. The authority referred to is, The Creation
of the [leavens and the Earth with all tha forms, organic and in-
organio, as it is related in the FirsT CHAPTER OF GENESIS in
the JEwisH AND CHRISTIAN BiBLE. Both Jews and Christians
believe it to be a true statement from the Creator himself, com-
urunicated to man through one of the Prophets, very probably
Moses; and it has been so received and believed for many agex
by a large and select portion of the haman race. .

If we could transport ourselves in thought to that early age
in the history of mankind when the Patriarchs held communion
with beings whom they esteemed so highly as to almost worshij:
them ; when the voice of ELOHIM could not only be heard but
understood ; when not Spirit only, but sense as well ocould im-
press man with the approach of his maker : an age when even the
brutes could see spirits,— but that was an age before Haeckel
and Huxley were born or they might also have been endowe
with that power.

Think of an age when man may be said to have been still un-
der the tuition of the @op8: when his thoughts, ideas and de-
sires were of the simplest kind: when the brain alone was the re-
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ceptacle of the language, ideas aud objects: an age when the
!anguage was spoken to perfection before its alphabet and gram-
mar were learned; when an agreement was endorsed by a token
instead of a signature. When you can thoroughly realize the
time, the place, and the condition, then, and not till then can you
appreciate the statement of the CREATION contained in Genesis:
2 statement which is the resultant of tradition and direct vision.

Let us snppose that Moses was the Prophet throngh whom
God communicated the wain facts of creation. It does not mat-
ter to us whether it was Moses or any other Prophet; what con-
serns us most is the guestion, was it a communication from the
Creator? If so it must not only be true, but absolutely true.

Taking all the circumstances into consideration, the intent of
the communication was to satisfy the spiritual longing for truth;
to impress on the mind a more exact knowledge of the Creator:
to allay the feverish imaginings and speculations, which, in their
anrestricted freedom had alrendy in that early age made the
worship of the Sun, Moon and Stars, as well as all kinds of ani-
mate and inanimate objects, a source of idolatry; and if in their
research and speculation they did not fall down and worship a
protoplasm, a Monera, or a Bathylius, it was because the spe-
sies had not yet evolved a Darwin a Haeckel and a Huxley.

That the communication was principally intended to impress
man with an idea of the power and personality of the Creator,
is easily seen from the rendering.

As we have already said, such a communication’ from such a
source must be absolutely true, and if, after we have eliminated
all the circumstances which are likely to have been introduced
by human agency we can prove any part of the statement to be
false, we must then say that that part at least is not a communi-
cation from the CREATOR.

Every earnest searcher for truth knows that much rubbish
has often to be removed to find the gem; but that is not discour-
aging; we wash, and sieve, and concentrate to get a diamond,
and even then it has to be polished to make it perfect.

That the CREATOR made this communication to man by any
means, can only be proven, First; BY IT8 CORRECTNESS. Sec-
ond: BY SBHOWING THAT SUCH A CURRECT STATEMENT COULD
NOT HAVE COME FROM ANY OTHER S8OURCE AT THAT TIME.

1f we can show that the whole or any part of this communica-
tion is more correct than the known facts at the time could war-
rant, we will have shown the probability of the communieation
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being valid. . And further, if we can show that it comprehends
facts whioh even at the present time are known to a very few
only, and those few the foremost in the ranks of living Natural-
ists, we. shall have made a nearer approach to certainty.

Further than that we cannot go, because if we were to show
that it eomprehends truths which science has not yet determined
the truth of. we would be like Haeckel and his Bathybius, build-
ing on an uncertain gnantity.

Suppose the Crratonr wished to make such a commnnica-
tion, it could enly be made at the earnest desire of the person or
persons to whom it was given; that is an axiom well known to
those who receive such communications, and equally well to
those who do not receive them.

Suppose that a race of spiritually minded men, believers in
a personal CREATOR, and worshippers of Him as the ONLY Lav-
iNa and TRUE Gobp, could trace a continuous line of descent
from Eden, throngh Chaldea. Palestine to Egypt, and back to
Palestine; a people who may be said to have been in constant
communieation with the higher Intelligences of Nature, who
learned both from experience and those spiritual teachingd
which come only to the earnest stndent who desires them. Sup-
pose they.were anxious to know the real facts of Creation,
wounld they uot naturally ask for knowledge from the Higher
Intelligences? If so, then much tradition on this subject must
have existed amongst the race; which would in course of time be-
come diffused to a certnin extemt amongst neighboring tribes
and nations; and at the sawme time the speculations and scien-
tific research of those tribes, would, acoording to the laws of ex-
oamoge and endosmose, to a certain extent affect their own re-
liable tvadition. In fact, the soientific research ot the Hindoo,
the Persian and the Egyptian, is shown by their Mundane
Tree, the Living Slime, the Cow, the Crab, the Turtle, the Ele-
phant, and numerous other fantastic gods who were believed to
have had & hand or taken a part in some portion of the Crea-
tion. Eveu the Sun was worshipped as n god. and the Planets
were deities. This was the outcowe of the natural and scien-
tific research of that time, and we find in the history of the He-
brews that many of those heathen beliefs were secretly harbour-
ed and half believed by them.

Now we can easily suppose that a time would come when u
Great Lawgiver like Moses would wish to have a definite state.
ment. of the CREATION from tha highest source, for the satisfae.
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tion both of himself and the people, and especially to prevent
idolatry and superstition. It was a case of the hour and the
man ; the environmment and the time were auspicious, and here
was the man.  Now let us consider by. what method and in what
wanner the great event was consummated.

We know thit Gop ecommunicated with his Prophets in many
ways.  First: IN 4 TRANCE OR TRANSFIGURATION. Second :
By writine ox s1oNeE. Third; IN A BURNING BUSH, (BY
woirn.) Tourth: By preams. Fifth; By VISIONS OR CLAIR-
VOYANCE.  Although we have had no direct intimation of how
Moses received the communication, we have sufficient proof from
the description that it was by vision during the night, because
he distinctly says, the evening and the morning were a day; now
if it had been during the day, he would have said, the morning
and the evening were a day. Had it been written on tables of
stone they would have been preserved as those on which the law
was written ; had it been in a trance we would not expect the
words evening and morning to be used at all.

It is evident that Moses lay down at night and wakened in
the morning, and correctly transcribed what he had seen as hav-
ing been one day of Creation: that is, a distinct period, which
he saw in a vision which continued from evening until he awaken-
ed in the morning.  And furthermore, although it is given in
days or periods, the work was continuous; as it is distinctly said
that the Creator rested or scemed to rest during the period of
the seventh vision. Now, although the time of the vision was
intermitting (evidently to enable the Seer to record each vision
seperately) still the vision and the work was continunous.

The communication given to Moses whilst in the clairvoyant
state being given for a special purpose, the points of the vision
most important for that purpose would® be those which Moses
most clearly saw, most distinetly remembered, and most care-
fully recovded. We will therefore suppose that the following
conditions were those under which the communication was given
Lo man:

Thut Moses in his preparation for the great work of his lif.
was anxions to have a short, but exact and authorative state
ment. not only of the moral laws necessary for the conservation
of the Race. but also of the Creation: the cause of EVIL and
raIN as well as the methods to be pursued in the future develop
ment of the Race: all of which were necessary to be known by
a man in his position a8 a Leader and Lawgiver amongst the

#
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Hebrew Race; a race which could boast of more accurate infor-
mation by tradition on those very points than any of the neigh-
bouring nations. '

He would find a vast mass of such information floating about
in the traditions of the people, of which perhaps ninety per cent
was rubbish; and if he had devoted himself to the clean~ing, ex-
tracting, classifving and selecting of the gems buried therein.
in fact, if he had taken the scientific method of acquniving the
truth, his progress would have been slow, and subject to mis-
takes and errors at every step.

His method of acquiring the required knowledge was both di-
rect and logical; his conclnsions were no doubt arrived at by
the most profound reasoning, and the strongest faith, each of
which was necessary in order to arrive at Truth.

The Agnostic may say that Reason of itsel is sufficient to
find Truth, but reason without faith is blind.

To know Nature we must interrogate her, and to know Gos
we must do the same, but in either case no progress can be
made unless we have some Faith. '

Faith, therefore, is the foundation or first active principle in
the rativnal and spiritual development of a free agent. To be
conscious of its existence and action is an indication of the re-
cipient having reached a higher step in the evolutionary stage of
spiritual consciousness.

Faith, as an active principle in the mental world, may be com-
pared to gravity in the material world: each are subject to laws
requiring both knowledge and understanding to utilize them ef-
ficiently for the advancement of Iumanity.

Although we know that all Matter on this Earth, and (accoid-
ing to Newton) all Matter in the Solar System is subject to the
great Law which is so clearly proved; vet the use of that law
for our requirements is the result of great study, much knowl-
edge, and prcfound understauding: and it is unreasonable to
expect that Faith can be utilized efficiently with less.

Farrh, like Gravity, has its Law Constant and Accelerative
in its action toward a Centre.

The whole Animal Kingdom is subject to the Law of Faith:
a law of such simplicity, beauty and sublimity, and as much
wore comprehensive in its scope than that of gravity, as the
Universe itself is more extensive than the Solar System.

Whereas, Newton's law was only mathematical, (being based
on Kepler's laws) and only claimed by him as such, being the
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law that any body moving in a conic section would exhibit to-
ward its centre, and as a mathematical truth is an incontrovert-
able fact, so Newton’s law is unassailable; being the mathema-
tical expression for Conservative and Perpetual Motion.

To discover a Law in Mental Science as complete and per-
fect as this motion of a point in a Coanic Section, might well be
considered an impossibility.  But there is one similarity in the
two laws: the force of attraction between waterial masses is
porportional to the specific quantity of matter in each.

One mind attracts or induces faith in another in direct por-
portion to the specific amount of mind in each.

The proper test for specific amount is not bulk but Conscious-
ness.

The Inductive Power depends also on the proximity of mind
to mind. .

Whilst Newton’s Principia deals with the mathematical pro-
perties of mathematical curves, his law does not take into consider-
ation the physical force of INErTIA. Therefore the physical law
of falling bodies has yet to be given foreach planet separately.
By inertiia we mean the resistance a body offers to gravity, or
auy other force, to change its motion.

Mind, like matter, has also inertia, and the inertia of mind
is also proportional to tae mass of mind. The WILL is the In-
ERTIA of Mixp.  When DesiRe overcomes the WiLL and suf-
ficient Farrin is preseot the action produced is the resultant of
Farra and Dusige. The WiLe and Deasire are POTENTIAL
Powgrs: Farrii ou the other hand is an active Force; Fairu
and WL combined produce ENERGY which moves in the direc-
tion of the resnltin: D .:SIRE.

Mental Euergy ¢o abined with understanding produces Wis-
dom or Efficiency, Therefore FArra combined with WiLL and
UNDERSTANDING produces MENTAL and SpirrTuaL EFFICIENCY.

Gop’s Law in the Spiritual World, as given by CHRIST is:
IN PROPORTION TO YOUR FAITH R0 SHALL IT BE DONE UNTO YOU.
Like the Materinl Law of Energy: * IN PROPORTION TO THE
ACTIVE FORCE SO IS THE AMOUNT OF WORK DONE.” These
Laws, one in the MATERIAL the other in the SpirrTuaL World
are fixed and unchangeable.

Mosgs was i man of great faith. therefore his control of the
Spiritual world was great in proportion; he desired that he
should know the facts of Creation. and .he result is that in a
dream or vision in the night (from evening until morning) for
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the space of six days, he saw in panoramic form, the Order and
Method pursued by the CREATOR in the Great Cosmogonic
Work; each day of the vision representing a distinct Period
in the Work; the one period differing frowm the other by the ap-
pearance and character of the production. On the seventh day
he saw no work done, but a satisfied and smiling CREATOR, rest-
ing, and enjoying (in radiant Glory) the Great Work HE had
just accomplished. Hence the regard Moses had for the fourth
commandment.

Before giving Moses’ narrative of the vision, let us remem-
ber that Moses was a man, limited by his capacity, his senses,
his knowledge, his powers of expression, and the language of
the period. That the language he used when he recurded the
vision, was 8o different from the language of which THE BIBLE
is a translation, that the Translators could no more have under-
stood it than an English Scholar of the present time could un
derstand the language of the times of Queen Boadicea.

But owing to the careful methods adopted by the JEWS in
preserving not only the originals but also the meanings, the
trauslation although perhaps not perfect, was, we may take is.
nearly so. It is certain that from the days of Moses down to
those of Josephus or even Ezra, the language was ina cou-
stant state of evolution, in which new words, new meanings, new
idioms and new rules were constantly being evolved; and as it
would be necessary to transcribe the original record from gener-
ation to generation to mect the requirements of the language.
whilst its general mcaning would remain the same, its words
and phrases would be altcred; go that had Moses riseh from
the dead and seen the records of 1118 OWN Narrative in the book
that Ezra opened before the people, and read to them, he
would not have known it. See the eighth chapter of the book
of Nehemiah.

But as Nehemiah says. the Scribes read the book, and the Le-
vites caused the people to understand it; first, by reading dis-
tinctly, then by giving the true meaning or sense. We will
therefore take it for granted that Moses, whilst seeing all he was
permitted to see of the work of Creation, did not necessarily sec
it all: that he did not record all he saw: that his description
would in many cases be vague for want of proper words: thut
as an observer his description would be of appearances and re-
sults, 10t reasonable inferences or theories: that Lis meaninyg
may have suffered to some extent from misinterpretation:  that
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the purpose of the vision was to prevent idolatry, vain theories
and wild speculation, and lead the people to reverence and wor-
ship that Gop who was actually the CREATOR of the Universe.
And we bave no hesitation in saying, that the man who believes
that an individual Gop Created the Uuiverse, will never wor-
ship any theory, or any principle that does not recognize Him as
the GREAT FirsT CAUSE.

Therefore, bearing these facts in mind, we will now proceed
to compare the narrative of Moses with the researches of Sci-
ance and the dreams of Theosophy. '

Robt. Stevenson.
(To be Continued.)

MEDITATIONS,
[Written for The Esoteric.]
Messuge from the unseen world to a brother
when meditating on the Regenerate life and the
possibility of its attuinment here.

Thou hast been longing for the Breath of Love;
Longing for purer states and higher thoughts;
For light to guide and open up the way,

That so thou might’st be perfected in Him
Who is The Life of Angels and of men.

Brother, thy longings bave been felt above,

And they have gone right through the living sphere
To which thou dost interiorly belong,

Aund upwards till The Word has drawn them in
And sent them back with blessings unto thee.

Hold on, O brother! all the weary, hours.

The anxious times thac have thy spirit pressed
Were all of use, as every trial is

To tnose who enter through the riven veil

Of Christ’s own body, and are being made
Companions of the Angels, children dear

Of the divinely loving parent, God,

Whose Futherhood and Motherhood are one.

Much we have to tell thee, but the first
Thing for the present is. be still and wait
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For influx to flow through thine inner form,
And then the outward mind shall flooded be
With Love’s own light, and things long hid from sight
Shall open up, and thus thy heart will grow
Expansive as the Truth finds entrance clear.

The Augelic life may in its essence be
Attained on earth, as the old self.life dies;
And the interior quickenings of the soul
Can make a garden of the outer frame,
Such as the Adam-Eve possessed, ere sin
Had power to enter the Edenic state.

Cling to the Living One; and let me say

To her who is beside thee, ope the gates

That so the King of Glory may come in.

Put every thought aside that savors of

The earth life, and the Heavens shall open to
Thine inward eyes; and thou wilt know that Love
Conjugial is the very Breath of Life,

Which emanates from God alone, and lifts

Both soul and body as the heart is pure.

And as you both keep close together here
Loving and being loved, so shall this state
Of Holiness descend more fully, till
The Jacob’s ladder shall with vou abide,
Aud you then ean truly say, that God

. Is with you in a way you kncew not of.

You will get more from friends who oft
Are with vou, and they will tell

You something of the states through which
Their lives have passed: but now, farewell.

“We never have more than we can bear. The present hour
we are always able to endnre.  As our day, so is our strength.
If the trials of many vears were gathered into one, they would
overwhelm us; therefore, in pity to our lictle strength, He sends
first one, then another. then reaoves both, and loys on a third.
heavier, perhaps, than either: but all is so wiscly measured to
our strength that the bruised reed is never broken. We do not
enough look at our trials in this continous and successive view.
Each one is sent to teach us something. and altogether they have
a lesson which is beyond the power of any to teach.”
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We deem it wise to begin this volume with the reading of the
Revelation made to John while on Patmos.

There is much interest in the reiding of the old Testament
Seriptures; and we are satisfied that they are not, as many be-
lieve, all fulfilled, but that we are now in the culmination of “ all
the law and the prophets” that is, of all that the law symbol-
ized, and coucerning which the prophets prophesied.

Although we are told that they did not know *what or what
times” it was of which they spoke, that was becanse the under-
standing of these things was to be left until the time of their cul-
mination.

The revelation that was given to John the beloved disciple.
was really a focalization of all the other scriptures combined;
and there i8 a definite period for its fulfillment. All that which
the Spirit has ever spoken through the prophets has been given
in symbols, but the Apocalyptic vision is the symbol of all sym-
holism.

We are satisfied that no one has yet read this Revelation.
Many have read the words, and have applied meanings to those
words to suit their own peculiar theories or ideas.

In the fulfillment of this book theve it indicated two distinct
periods. And we believe that the fulfillment of the first nine-
téen chapters will cover a space of only seven years, from the
time of the actual beginning to the end.

Then there is a period given as one thousand years which is
to elapse before that which is accomplished during the seven
years, will culminate. We believe that we shall see abundant
evidences that the fulfillment has already begun; therefore it is
timne that the book be read and its meanings understood.

While there are probably but few who are able to grasp the

scope of the meanin-. even when put in the plainest possible lan-
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guage, yet there are those who will understand, and as time rolls
on the number will increase.

Even the order of the book shows a most wonderful harmony .
with nature and the law of order operative therein.

Seven is the number denoting perfection. Not metaphorically
but because there are Seven Creative Principles in all nature —-
no more, no less. And when that seven is comprehended in any
one operation of natural law it must of necessity be absolutely
perfect. Therefore 7 and 1, are, in a way, synonyms; for there
can be no one perfect thing unless the seven are embodied in. it.
Therefore 7 is a unity (one-ity.)

Chap. i. is a unity involving all there is in the whole of Rev-
elation. Chap. vii. is a culminating or perfecting point in the
work: Chap. xiv. is another culminating point; Chap. xxi.
denotes a still greater, and taken in connection with Chap. xxii.
comprehends the final perfection of all things.

In the numbers of these chapters are found the germs of what
has been referred to in some of the ancient books as the science
of numbers; which science has been virtually, but not entirely,
iost; and which must be revived in order to get a complete com-
prehension of this book.

We have said that 1 is a perfect nmmber answering to 7.  God
18 one, and all things emanate from him, and in oue there is no
foundation for increase; no numbers can be made out of one.

When Adam was in Eden alone, according to the symbulogy
there was no chance to multiply by generation; but when wo-
man was made, or separated from him, and Adam and Eve be-
came two, then increase began. When Jesus sent out his disei-
ples to preach the gospel, he complied with the law of increase,
by sending them out two and two. These are indications of the
use of numbers.

The second chapter of this book is composed wholly of the
laws, and the result of applied methods of attainment — incroase,
(beginning to multiply).

Three is the Trinity of existence — the triune, (three, one) for
in the perfection of human life man must be three in one: a per-
fect body, a perfect soul, (comprehonding the mind) a perfect
spirit; the tbree must equal each other: which fact gave rise to
that most ancient symbol the triangle.

Chap. iii. is composed of the three final overcomings (cou-
quests) and brings man to the seventh and final attainment,
which perfects the trinity of his being.
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Chap. iv. brings us to the first multiple, and the cause or source
of all being,

We read there were four rivers that went out of Eden.

Water is used all through the Bible as a symbol of life, and
God as the fountain or source. In this fourth chapter John
sees the throne of God, “the four living ones” and the “twenty-
four ancients.” Herein the four symbolizes an array of execu-
tive power; as, for instance, the * four corners of the earth” fre-
quently referred to in the Bible. North, East, West, South.

The twelve signs of the Zodiac are divided into four trinities
(threes).

This fourth chapter represents twenty-four ancients (origin-
ators) or twelve pairs; and thus 4 brings the crowning ultimate
or manifests the triune perfection as expressed in the last verse
of this chapter, and gives it back to its author in the words,
“Thou art worthy, O God, to receive GLORY and HONOR and
POWER; for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure
they ARE and WERE CREATED.”

Thus 4 comprises all creative energies and servants thereto,
and is in itself the all-sufficient, significant of a perfect working
energy which accomplishes designs: therefore is properly a sym-
bol of sufficiency —success.

Chap. v. expresses the idea of finite weakness. The five an-
imal senses, answering to the five serving signs of the Zodiac,
are symbolized fromn the most ancient times by the five-pointed
star, and are, as it were, the hhnds used by the spirit. It gives
an account of the book or receptacle of knowledge, which is sealed
(locked up) and which the five senses are iucapable of opening,
and which cannot be opened except by the lamb (the animal
body wholly subordinated to the spirit) ; that is, none but those
‘'who have developed the five transcendent or spiritual seuses can
open the book, which by reference to Chap. x. appears as hav-
ing been accomplished.

Thus 5 expresses weakness, fallibility, servitude.

Chap. vi. contains the idea of unveiling, opening np possibil-
ities, incarnate power to execute.

Another of the most ancient symbols is the six-pointed star
formed of two triangles. Two perfected triune natures, male
and female, made one by the spirit. This expresses masterly
power which destroys evil preparatory to the establishing of
righteousness. Thus it is an expression of embodied power, pu-
rity and unity or focalization.
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Chap. vii: We have said that 7 comprehends all oreative
energy: and in this chapter is the account of the gathering of
the ripe fruit of mature souls, bringing them out from the fields
in which they grew, and binding them together, “sealing” them,
as it were, so that they are immortalized: thus T signifies im-
mortality.

Seven also brings to light or into their sphere of use, the
twelve. Seven being perfection, it must have five servants an-
swering to the five senses, also to the seven vital signs of the
Zodiac and the five serving (See Solar Biology). Thus the
seventh comprehends the perfection of the individual body and
also the colleetivity of the grand body of humanity seen by
Swedenborg; which is made up of the twelve kinds or spheres
of use of the body of humanity, and is carried throughout the
scriptures as the twelve tribes of Israel, or the twelve prevail-
ing princes (move on this subject in chap. xii.). :
" Chap. viii. represents a thin s out of place, a superfluity, evil,
or the animal nature in opposition to the spiritual. The angel
explained this number to John in chap. xvii. 11. in these words:
“ And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is
of the seven. and goeth into perdition.” Thus indicating that
the beastly or animal powers which came forth out of the seven,
being evil, must be destroyed; and therefore the closing of the
viii. chapter with these words; * Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabit-
ers of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of
the three angels, which ave yet to sound!”

Eight is two fours, which canunot exist in harmony. God
made 4 to produce creation: another 4 must represent inversion;
and as the higher always condemns the lower, so the inverted 4
must be condemned and destroyed by the perfected T.

Chap. ix.: Nine is a combination of 5 and 4, and embodies the
organized efforts of inversion or animalism in deadly conflict
with the divine principles. Therefore 9 represents the unity of
all that is evil and unclean.

Chap. x.: The number 10 represents perfection—God only
is perfect, and, in a special manuner it represents the God of
Creation. It. was originally written witi a naught with a one
in the centre; and is expressed by the prophet in the words:
“He sitteth in the circle of the heavens,” through whose power
the book of knowledge is opened. Thus we come to that most
ancient poetic saying, L

: “ From 0 to 1 to 0 again,
The eternal 1 shall 0 restrain,”
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thus expressing the perpetual and unlimited power of addition
by creation from the one naught. The 1, 0, also represents the
dual relation of God: the perfect mascnline and perfect femi-
nine, the two, one—the divine Thex-Sophy. When man has
grown into the likeness of his God he will represent in his own
person the eternal one, and the woman of him will represent the
eternal naught. One is a straight line indicating eternal pro-
gress: naught is the creative energy and feminine principle
which makes that eternal progress possible. The Spirit of God
expressed this thought by lsaiah the prophet when he said “ Be-
hold I create a new thing in the world. A woman shall encompass
(protect) a man.” Tt -expresses the idea of the one encompassed
by the naught; which is the symbol of mnan becoming like God.

Chap. xi.: This represents two 1's, or unity in purity., The
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