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PREFACE.

Our object in publishing THE ESOTERIC is to present METHODS of
attainment to those persors who have, by the processes of development,
reached a point in their experience where they feel the need of a higher
order of Life, and are seeking a way by which they may come into the
understanding of the object of our life in the flesh, and obtain a fuller
development of all their faculties, Physical, Mental, and Spiritual.

We recognize the real man to be the conscious, thinking part in us,
that is, the “Soul,” which has two spheres of action and consciousness,
viz.. one interior and spiritual, the other exterior and physical. When
both spheres of consciousness are obtained, man will understand the use
in everything, and cease from selfish struggle and combat with his fellow,
thus helping to bring about a new order of humanity to overspread and
control our earth. 'We know that there are many persons who look for-
ward to this goal, and THE ESOTERIC is sent out for the purpose of unit-
ing them in a concerted effort to form a centre of these more perfected
souls, and eventually to have a locality set apart for their education and
perfection, so that the highest possible ultimates may be reached. This
volume, therefore, expounds the dootrine, and supplies methods that, if
carefully and zealously applied, develop the soul, which then will enable
all to become conscious of the Spirit wherein there is a perfect knowledge
of all things necessary for man’s use and true well-being.
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UNITY OF DESIRE—PRAYER.

In the April number of THE Es0oTERIC we asked all classes of thinkers to
unite with us in soul aspiration for a more perfect state of human exist-
ence on earth, and gave the Lord’s prayer as expressive of a desire that
all classes of thinkers could unite in, without violence to any creed, if they
but take the words for what they really mean without any superstitious
garbage around them. Thereby would be brought about a concentration
of all truly honest and devout souls in the one direction.

Not that we expect to change God, or alter the purposes of the Infinite
mind, but that we may apply the law and enjoy the benefits derived there-
from. While we are told that Jesus recommended this prayer, yet he
united with all his predecessors in teaching that God is Spirit and un-
changeable, and that all law, —i.e. natural —is His Jaw. Therefore any
edicts, statutes, or ecclesiastical traditions are worthless, unless they teach
the methods of Divine law.

After Jesus had finished his work on the earth plane of his physical ex-
istence, he instructed his disciples to remain in Jerusalem, until they were
endowed with power from on high, to go into all the world and preach the
gospel, or God’s Spell, — the psychic power with which His Spiri¢ en-
dowed them to the extent that they could raise the dead, cast out demons, heal
the sick ete. They were all to remain together in constant prayer with desire
for that endowment of spiritual power, which came, after. forty days, in
such a wonderful manner that it surpassed all their expectations.

The external reasoner has concluded that there must have been some
Man God who was persuaded through their devotion to change his ordi-
nary course, in order to accomplish some design through them, — which
does not agree at all with the Bible teachings of an unchangeable God.
Then others will say, “If God is unchangeable, then his natural laws certainly
must be, therefore, what is the use in our making any effort? we cannot
change anything I”

It is true that God and his laws are mmutable, and it is among the many
methods of those laws that the ground should bring forth grain and vege-
tables for man’s use ; but man must prepare the ground and sow the seed,
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or he can not reap the harvest. Again the river runsdown the decline into
the great ocean and we cannot hinder it, but we can dam up and turn its
course and cause the persistent waters to do our work for us. So we might
cite hundreds of cases where God’s unchangeable laws are made to serve
man, and their service is efficient because of their unchangeableness; for
if the water when dammed up would cease to flow, then it would be of no
use; or if the water when heated in the boiler, would not force its way out
by an irresistible power, it would be of no service to man. It is the unchange-

ableness of the natural laws that makes them serve the devices of man’s
intellect.

Jesus came to bring the knowledge of the methods of utilizing Gods
superior laws ; those that find expression in the soul of man, through the
operation of the spirit upon the body. Love is the activity of life, and
desire is the product or effect upon the intelligence. Man loves the kind
of food that the body needs, and the consciousness of that need produces a
desire for it and an effort to obtain it; the life in the grass needs the nour-
ishing elements of earth and air and these are drawn to it, and absorbed
by it, and thus it grows through the effectual power of love; for “love is
life in motion” ; the cessation of motion is death. Jesus taught that the
desire produced by love was the most potent to draw in, — inspire the
qualities desired ; for he said “If two of you shall agree on earth as
touching ANYTHING that ye shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father
which is in heaven.” Mathew chap. xviii., verse 19th. Z.ow is this reconcil-
able with the unchangeable God of law? It is this : His Father and ours is
spirit from which all things originated ; the pure elements of all things
are in God, and as “ God is the fullness of him that filleth all in all”
(Eph. 1. 23.), all space is filled with God, known to the ancients as the* As-
tral light.” These qualities are all invisible to the physical senses, but they
exist and are subject tq natural law as much as is the silver that, dissolved
and put into clear water cannot be seen ; but apply the creative law of the
positive and negative forces of all ereative life, electricity, and it can all
be collected out of the water and resubstantiated as solid silver again.
A sympathetic piece of silver or copper placed on the negative pole of
the battery, will gather every particle that is in the water to itself, no mat-
ter how small the piece may be that was used as an attractor; all that it
wants is the active principle of love which is magnetic. All that there is
in nature is held in equilibrium by a balance of the two forces positive
and negative, the qualities of which are expressed as Love and Wisdom,
“ God is Love.” Yes, all things in nature, being of God, are good, and to
be in sympathy with these natural principles requires the person to be
good, otherwise there would be repulsion in place of attraction.

‘What do we mean by being good? God is good, and to be good is to be like
Him. He (and She, if you please) in great wisdom has so arranged all
laws that everything works together for good, i.e. for the elevating of man,
to-be like Him in everything; any good thing misused or preverted, is evil.

- o
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There is no envy, strife, or hatred in God : there is nothing hidden, or
deceptive, or false; then, before we can become a magnet for gather-
ing and organizing these Divine qualities, we must be free from all those
discordant elements, and when we are ‘ pure in heart,” thought and desire,
then we become like the piece of copper that gathers to it the pure silver.
But why are two required to agree? why does not the desire of one obtain ?
Because all persons are selfish in their un-enlightened cbudition ; each acts
individually from his nature and cannot really unite with another in any-
thing, because all selfish desires are illusions, that cannot meet a true echo
in another’s heart. Therefore, if two really unite, it is because they are un-
selfish ; and then their desire, vibrating in harmony with the reality of
truth, will draw down the power of the Spirit, clothe it with the magnetic
aura of their individuality and send it out on its mission. But wherethree,
ten, or ten thonsand are united in one thing, the power increases propor-
tionally to the number, and the intensity of the desire, and also the purity of
the hearts thus desiring. That desire reaches into the * Astral Light,”—into
God’s spiritual body whence we were taken, by the same law under
different methods of application, —and calls down the especial qualities
desired; and as thatis only accomplished by the negative pole of the battery,
so this is only accomplished by the interior spiritual soul, perfectly sub-
missive to the Supreme Will. There cannot be a single reserve ! If there
is, it will close the door of perfect sympathy, and this effectual prayer is
impossible. But. when the soul is open and “ The Father of Light” is in-
vited in with an intense desire for some object, then, when the spirit desired
comes, it possesses your soul and body.

The time has come that this planet might be, and will be, deluged by
the ¢ Holy Spirit,” or the spirit that is superior to the present earth con-
ditions, as the prophet Joel said, ¢ And it shall come to pass, that I will
pour out of my spirit upon ALL FLESH ;and your sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men
shall see visions, chap. i., verse 28th. This prophecy is now being fulfilled
in every direction, and who is ready to receive it and be profited thereby ?

The church, so far as it has any virtue left, has Devotion which is the
greatest virtue on the negative side; but she rejects her husband, Know-
ledge, therefore she is a spiritual * adulteress,” as the prophet Hosea chap.
iv., verse 6th, said “ My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: be-
cause thoun hast REJECTED KNOWLEDGE, I WILL ALSO REJECT THEE, that
thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy
God, 1 also will forget thy children.” Because they have “forgotten the
law of God;” yes, they have all known, and do know, that throughout the
records of the manner of God’s revealing his will to man it has always
been through angel visitation and through dreams and visions; yet they
wilfully reject God’s law of spiritual teaching and guidance and repel his
angel messengers, and will not listen to the spirit of prophecy, and say
“that used to be 80, but that is past.” Why isit past ? has God changed ?
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or is it your unwillingness to hear the word of God when he speaks? Are
you not, through that, justifiying the words of the prophet Isaiah chap. lxv.,
verse 12th ¢ Therefore will I number you to the sword, and ye shall all
bow down to.the slaughter : because when I called, ye did not answer; when
1 spake, ye did not hear ; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choose
that wherein I delighted not.” Thus they close up every avenue by which
the spirit might approach them and instruct them.

Another class have not refused to hear the angel messengers ; they have
gladly listened to their words, but instead of obeying them, they thought
it delightsome to get word from the spirit, and imagined they were especial
favorites of heaven and began to require those celestial « guides” to amuse
and gratifiy curiosity, and to show thejr power for money. Then those
heavenly visitants forsook them, and the low ‘“elementals” and earth
bound spirits came and played with them and deceived them, ¢ and the last
state is worse than the first.” This is another way the ¢ people are destroyed
for lack of knowledge.’

Still another class are destroyed for their one-sidedness; they are those who,
with an inherent love for thespiritual, have no devotion, and are wholly in
the intellect. These have read all the old books and searched the histories
of Orient and Occident until their mind is stored with knowledge; yet
they are soul-starved and spiritually frozen to death, in the darkness and
cold of intellectuality.

Now all these things are good if wisely used. Can we not form a fourth
class out of all the truly good of the others ; a class that has all the true
soul devotion of a most loving wife to her husband ; and a love of know-
ledge that will cause them to accept the Truth, no matter from what source
it comes ; and that will receive the angels of God as his messengers whilst
reoog'mzmg the fact of their own Divine son-ship. 'When these are united
in the “Truth” — which is only a knowledge of that which is, in contra-
distinction to theories and doctrines handed down by men—and in the true
soul desire for the Divine humanity to be manifested on earth, they will be
able, by that constantly active soul desire, to draw down to earth such an
army from the heavenly world, and with them so much of the spirit-
nal atmosphere, that license, sensuality and crime would melt before it
like the frost before the morning sun.

Then, let every true soul unite with us in prayer, to our highest con-
ception of God, every Wednesday evening at the same hour,* that we may -
have added power to draw to earth this supenor quality of Spirit, to take
control of our life and make of us a spring, a living fountain for the
YDivine Power, until thers is prepared a clean plaee on earth for these pure
souls to gather where they can “tarry until they are — fully — endowed
with power from on high” to do the will of the Highest perfectly. This
would constitute the ¢ Ideal city,” “the Temple of God,” where “the angels-
of God would be seen aseending and descending upon the Son of

#See June number, page 465.
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Man,” a College, where heavenly teachers would  preside. God and the
angels are ready, a few of his people are ready, if they only kmew how to
prepare for it ; for man must set up the ladder on earth, then the angels
of heaven will use it.

Here is the need of the spirit of wisdom to guide each and every one.
There are many who have made covenant with God, giving to him all they
have and are, and since that time they have prospered in every way. To
such I would say* Look within and to God, and see if this is not the time
and work when all you have and are is called for to make the initial move
toward preparing such a “ Temple,” or College. For the time is nearing
when all property will be a source of trouble and will consume away as
smoke ; there is but one hope for any, and that is to be in God’s kingdom
and haveitin you. Then, let the constant breathing of the soul’s desire be to
know and do the will of the Highest, and ¢ the willing and obedient shall
eat the good of the land.”

I am your fellow-servant, )
H. E. BuTLER.

A PHANTOM OF THE PAST.
A Fragment.
BY C. H. JACKSON.

IN a dream, — the sun was sinking below the horizon, and a red border
of light marked his track behind the mountains; the moon was rising
on a blue ground ; the sky was clear, the air calm and serene; the dying
lamp of day still softened the approaching darkness, and the refreshing
breeze of night tempered the sultry emanations from the heated earth,—
in a dream I travelled through the valley of caves and sepulchres
down through the hall of columns, and standing before two massive pil-
lars I observed in deep cuttings this hieroglyph *The secret of Life’s
Love.” All around, covered on all sides, there was nothing but pros-
trate pillars, broken capitals, stairs and cornices. Here once flourished
opulent city and powerful empire, crowded habitations, cultivated fields;
and numerous devotees assembled for sacred duties in holy temples. Now,
we pass over desolate land; temples fallen, palages overthrown, cities
destroyed, and the earth stripped of its inhabitants. What a mournful
- gkeleton remains of the once gloriouspast! Silence is substituted for bus-
tle, poverty for wealth, and unclean reptiles inhabit the sanctuary of the
Gods. Why has so much glory been eclipsed ? why distroyed? and in-
stead of abundant harvests and fertile fields there remains nothing but
solitude and sterility? Thus in profound revery, my heart filled with
pity and sorrow, & crowd of reflections pour into my mind. Man sows
in anguish, and reaps only vexation and tears. While thus absorbed in
silent meditation, a noise like footsteps on dry and rustling grass at-
tracts my attention. Casting around a timid glance, by the light of the
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moon I see a pale apparition, clothed in large and flowing robes, as
spectres are represented rising from their tomb; and while hesitating
whether to flee or not, a deep voice in solemn accents spake the words:—
“ (O man, open your eyes to the light, and your heart to the inspirations
of Truth! The Light and Truth awaits man everywhere ; yet he neither
sees nor hears it. Suspend the delusion, the fascination of your senses,
and your heart will then comprehend the monitor of the inner temple.
Read, ponder and meditate the lessons of the past and present; perverse
and hypocritical as thou art, doest thon accuse, or refer to God as the
cause of thy pain and sorrow? If your inner temple is desolate, who
has caused its ruin? Is it not your hands which have overthrown its
walls and mutilated its columns? Have you not carried the sword and
fire of self to the consuming of the Spirit, and sinking under your im-
purity, ailments and pestilence, have swept man from this fair earth before
his time. So the inner temple has become a desert through the rapacity
and ravages of man’s inhumanity to man, who in his pride and passion
causes anguish and misery, blind to the ever glowing Light and deaf to the
wind of the Divine Spirit of the inner temple. Corruption thou art,
and hand in hand with the demon Self —as an accomplice in crime —
thou hast compelled the Divine Ray to accompany the body in thy path
of self-delusion. Does the sun refuse to shine ? does the sea no longer
emit its vapors? and are the rains and dews no longer suspended in
the air? Just so sure, O man, come calamities of thine own forging.
Deluded man, author of thine own inconsistency, why criest thou to the God
of the Universe? Knowest thou not, thou art a Ray from the Great Central
Sun, the Infinite and Eternal Energy, the Absolute Power and Di-
vine Spirit, from which all things proceed, the fountain of all Life?
He who peoples the air with birds, the earth with animals, the waters
with fishes, and diffuses life and motion throughout the wilds, think ye he
is a God of ruins and tombs? Is desolation a demonstration of his mag-
nificence and wisdom ?”’

Thus continued the Phantom until, like a sick man “ racked with pain
the long night through,” I sunk under the weight of the severity of its
reasoning, and 1 said with a sigh, “Is a man born but for sorrow alone? if
made blind and perverse by self until the whole world groans in agony,
whence shall come the redemption?” —1I ceased, and waited in submis-
sive silence for the reply. “Peace and happiness,” said he, “attends on
him who lives the Life; and since your heart searches after the Word
with sincerity, your prayer shall not be in vain. I will unfold to you the
life you would invoke, and teach you the Word of Wisdom you are in
search of. If you would possess the wisdom of the ages and become a
Disciple you must rise and retire into the desert and first “know thy-
self.” Thou art, a fragment of the world in which thon livest,
governed by natural laws, regular in their course, consistent in their ef-
fects, immutable in their essence. Those laws, being inherent in all
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things, dispense to each deed, thought and action, its reward or punish-
ment. Comprehend thyself, thon art the artisan of thine own destiny
in thisand all the starry worlds of space; thou art a mixture of good
and evil, purchased by your own deeds, and it is for thee to distinguish by
the aid of the monitor within,the path which is to lead to the realization
of thine ideal. As in your heart have sprung all the evils which afflict your
life, there also are you to seek and to find man’s redemption. As you
mutually injure each other by your passions, so your hearts lanquish in
inaction, and from the discouragement of the Soul proceeds the poverty
of the Spirit. Such, O man, who seekest the knowledge of the Life, have
been the canses of all man’s misery ; from the desolation of the heart to
the fall of the columns of the Temple within, contemplatest thou the ru-
ins of thyself, the overthrown palaces of ambition, thy worldly temples
fallen and hideous reptiles of thine own base passions inhabit the sanct-
uary of thy God.

I am alone, the Phantom has vanished,

Soft music comes unto my ear

Like the tinklings of rills in the mountains wild.

Perfumes sweet from flowers rare
‘Waft incense through the mid-night air.

THE TRUE THEOSOPHIST.
(FROM OUR BUDDHIST FRIEND'S NOTE-BOOK.)

It is not the individual and determined purpose of obtaining for one’s
self Nirvana, (the culmination of all knowledge and absolute wisdom,)
which is, after all, only an exalted and glorious selfishness, but the self
sacrificing pursuit of the best means to lead, on the right path, our neigh-
bor — to cause as many of our fellow creatures as we possibly can to ben-
efit by it, which constitutes the true Theosophist.

The intellectual portions of mankind seem to be fast dividing into two
classes ; the one unconsciously preparing for itself long periods of tem-
porary annihilation, or states of non-consciousness, owing to the deliberate
surrender of their intellect, and its imprisonment in the narrow grooves
of bigotry and superstition, a process which cannot fail to lead to the utter
deformation of the intellectual principle: the other, unrestrainedly indulg-
ing its animal propensities with the deliberate intention of submitting to
annihilation, pure and simple; or, in cases of failure, to millenniums of
degradation after physical dissolution.

These intellectual classes, reacting upon the ignorant masses, whom they
attract, and who look up to them as noble and fit examples to follow,
degrade and morally ruin those they ought to protect and guide.

In view of the ever increasing trinmph and, at the same time, the mis-
use of free thought, it is time that Theosophy should enter the arena.
Once delivered from thé dead weight of dogmatic interpretations and an-
thropomorphic conceptions, the fundamental doctrines of all religions will



8 Jmmortality. [July,

be found identical in their esoteric meaning. Osiris, Kriskna, Buddha,
Christ, will be shown as different means for one and the same highway to
final bliss,— Nirvana. * * ® # ¢ All of us have to get rid of our own
ego, the illusory and apparent self, to recognize our ¢true self in a transcer
dental Divine life. But if we would not be selfish we must strive to mal «
other people see that truth ; to recognize the reality of that transcender ,ai
self. .
Shall we devote ourselves to teaching a few Europeans, — many of {aem
loaded with the gifts of blind fortune, — the rationale of the spiritual tele-
phone and astral body formation, and leave the teeming millions « £ the
ignorant, the poor and the despised, to take care of themselves avi their
hereafter the best they know how? NEVER! Perish rather the Theoso-
phical Society with both its hapless founders, than that we, the devoted
followers of that spirit incarnate of absolute self-sacrifice, of philanthrophy .
and divine kindness, as the highest of all virtues attainable on this earth
of sorrow, the man of men, Gautama Buddha, should ever allow the
Theosophical Society to represent the embodiment of selfishness, the
refuge of the few, with no thought in them for the many.

Our Buddhist friend wishes me to state that he is also a Theosophist, and that these extracts
from his note-book are mainly from Theosophical writers.

He is much pleased with the EsorERIc, several No’s of which I have forwarded to him.
W. A. English, M. D.

IMMORTALITY.

THis subject has ocoupied the attention of man to agreater or less ex-
tent ever since he began to think, and not without making some advance
in that line. The most pronounced advocate of immortality that ever
lived was Jesus of Nazareth; but he left the world in doubtas to the
exact meaning of his words regarding the subject. Although he taught
it in every sermon, and demonstrated, at his death, by his resurrection that
he had “ power to lay down his life and had power to takeit again,” yet,
forty days after, he ascended into the —to us — unknown, and the world
saw him no more; therefore many doubt as to the real, actnal continuance
of his existence. The same old record, the Bible, tells us that Enoch,
the seventh from Adam, “was not, for God took him,” and that Elijah
was taken away by a chariot and horses of fire.  Josephus,
the Jewish historian, tells us that Moses was taken away in acloud. All
the sacred books relate similar stories.

In what this immortality consists, is the subject of all kinds of spec-
ulative theory, arising from the ignorance of the answer to the most
ancient question “ What islife?” Not, what is it as to material? but per-
haps more properly: “ What constitutes a living entity ? "’

As we believe this to be an important question, anplying so much useful
knowledge, even in its partial answer, we will try to give herein a solution
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of the problem, with the hope it may help some into a higher plane of use-
fulness to themselves and fellows. Our readers kmow from former
articles that we accept the Biblical statements that « God is Spirit,” and
that “ God created all things by the WORD of his powers.” The laws and
methods of creating from spirit what we call matter, are carefully set forth
in brief in our nine lectures on the Seven Creative Principles now in book
form ; therefore we can commence with man where we find him, endeav-
oring to make the subject as clear as the greater brevity will permit.

Man, as to his physical, is a compound of small bodies, or molecules,
each a living breathing entity; these entities are bound together by the law
of sympathy, or the love of life, in the aggregate which was generated by
the reproductive fires of parentage, the mother supplying the magnetic
belt that bound them together. This life is perpetuated by receiving sim-
ilar elements from the seeds of grain, or animal flesh, in its reciprocal
action with the generative processes of the planet negative, and the ether
positive, and is carrying on the work of generation in all nature, as well
as in those molecular or small organisms. During childhood this genera-
tive process takes place in every molecule; and as the molecules generate
their kind, the body grows. There are two principles which are the prime
factors in creation, and have been expressed in the word “ Theo-Sophia ”
the Universal Father and Mother. The mother receives the substance of
the father, personalizes it by giving it form and function, and preserves
it in its form. This maternal principle is mdnifested in the earth or mat-
ter. Creation is by the descent of spirit into matter, which has been de-
nominated in the Seven Creative Principles as the descending current of
involution. In the growing child the descending life essences carry on the
work of multiplication in these molecules, therefore the growth of the body.
But this body is made up of seven vital centres, one semi-vital, and
four serving ; each of these has a brain or mind centre, and rules in its
sphere of use to the body, and may so fully control the body as to draw all
the creative energy from the molecules so that the body will waste away.

The semi-vital function is the sex function. When that begins to be
active it has more direct control of the stored energy of the body than
any other function; for when it is allowed to control, it lays hold on its
adjoining function, the reins, whose power is that of the psychic, therefore
anciently and well symbolized as the Serpent. Then this semi-vital and
semi-serving becomes the vital, and all the descending life elements are
drawn into it and utilized, or wasted by it, to that extent that the body
ceases to develop. There is a constant struggle carried on between this
function and the others; and this function becoming the psychie, possesses
all the magic powers that have ever been pictured by the “imaginative
dreamer ” or by the sage and seer of antiquity. It is therefore called by
the angel who revealed the apocalyptic vision to John, * the Old Serpent,
the Devil, and the Satan, that deceiveth the whole world;” for it de-
ceives all the other brain centres, the reasoning brain included, so that they
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all render implicit obedience to its mandates. But God-wisdom inter-
poses and defeats it from immediately destroying the body, by throwing
around all persons many needs, which are difficult of supply ; so the other
brain centres are compelled to unite their powers against its control, and
to force the reasoning intellect to absorb the vital elements for its use, and
all the other functions in proportion, in order that they may have a degree
of health and strength to meet the inevitable demand upon them. So ex-
istence is made up of a constant warfare between' this adversary and the
other functions of the body, for the action of any one function immediately
absorbs from the life essences of the molecules ; and therefore sleep is
necessary in order to silence the action of all the functions so that the
molecules can renew their vitality without hinderance. In order to_ob-
tain more perfect harmony the mind must loosen its tension and indulge
the body by “recreation” like the play of the child. In play the mind
functions all unite with each other, and thus a harmony of all the molec-
ular life is established, and the neglected functions of the body come
into use and inharmonious development is obviated. Men get bowed
and decrepit through constant attention in some one direction. as certain
muscles thereby get an over-development, and others, by lack of use, shrink
and thus draw the body out of shape.

Man becomes like that which he thinks about, because the thought of
a person determines the quality of the life he receives into the body
through food and all other means. An account is given of a criminal in
France. When he was to be sentenced to die, scientific men got per-
mission to try an experiment on him, and obtained a sentence of death by
poison on a set day. On that day, they prepared some ocolored water and,
entering the prison cell, informed him they had come to administer the fatal
poison. He drank the water which he believed to be poison, and the sys-
tem was correspondingly affected so that he died, and thus it was demon-
strated that the thought governs the body’s existence.

If a person wants youth and vigor, it is necessary to think youth-
ful thoughts, usé nature’s gymnastics that you may keep a harmonious de-
velopment of all the muscles and prevent their drawing the body out of
shape, and above all, by the aid of the educated will, conquer the deception
of the sex function, and stop its monopoly and waste of the life, at the
same time taking proper care not to eat too much or too little, and espec-
ially avoiding extra stimulations in food, drinks, and narcotics.

This alone, if carefully carried out, would probably add to the ordinary
length of man’s life a few hundred years, acoording to the amount of
mental and spiritual unfoldment of the person.

If the unfoldment was high and fine, the mind power would increase,
so that it would take control of the physical and absorbit; for the longer
we live the more we know, and the more we know the more active the
mind. But the mind is the soul, it is an independentinvisible entity, having
a consciousness independent of the sense body, the senses of which are
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only external instruments of the soul sense ; and when one begins thus to
control the action of the creative forces in one’s own bedy, the mind soon
obtains a consciousness separate from the bodily senses.

‘When this point is reached a eonsciousness of the soul’s alliance to the
soul of the universe will obtain, and with it an ability to go out into the
unlimited expanse of nature, and know its laws and gather of its essen-
ces. Such thought would refine the material of the body so that year af-
ter year it would be getting finer, until it would be so etherialized that it

would either leave the world, like Enoch, Moses, and Eh]a.h, or be in-
visible to the carnal perception. H. E. BuTLER.

THE UNITY OF LIFE.

MATTER in its spiritualized condition does not lose any of the qualities
which are inherent in it, such as heat, force, motion, energy ; bat, on the con-
trary, they are developed to greater intensity. Being attributes of existence,
they act with increasing power as life takes on higher forms of expression.
The lower we descend in nature, the less motion, power, heat, force do we
find, until we touch the inorganic, where life in its lowest material form
meets us.

The time has come when we are to understand the laws of our nature
and the relation that one part bears to another. We are to know that the
highest intellectual and moral development is not only essentially depen-
dent upon physical being, but is an outgrowth or development of the
same. Not only has the animal preceded man in the order of creative
life, but the animal nature in man is the foundation of all that is great and
noble in humanity.

In the child a vigorous appetite is essential to bodily health and devel-
opment in the next and higher stage of advancement, when the latent pas-
sional forces of the nature begin to unfold, and along with them the intel-
lectual, and to a certain extent the moral qualities also. Then the character
and future greatness of the individual is indicated by the extent and
power of the emotional forces within. The life of the intellect is dependent
upon the life of the passions and the judicious conservation of their forces,
and while it often happens that persons with largely endowed animal
natures are yet, owing to cerebral malformation and also to unfortunate
circumstances, deficient in intellectual ability, — yet the converse of the
statement is not equally true: intellectual ability of a creative order is not

possible where life or development has been arrested in the second stage of
nnfoldment, namely, the passional or physically creative.

The passions and the intellect are the two opposite poles of being that
continually act and react upon each other.

Intellectual activity, when not carried to excess, tends to infuse greater
life into every part of the system. For thought is force, and force is con-
nected with heat. Likewise to the passions, when they are curbed and
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only act responsive to reason, their vigorous life, —but not necessarily
their expression, — is the mighty stimulus to intellectnal and moral growth.
For interdependence carries with it transmutation and conservation of
energy. A force that is thrown away and wasted physically cannot be
conserved and transmuted into the heat and force of intellectual and moral
life. All development is through conservation of energy and its subsequent
expression in new forms of action. Nature’s laws are moral laws that
tend to the upbuilding and perfecting of the race.
Nerrs.
Brooklyn, N. F.

THE SCIENCE OF UNDERSTANDING.
BY WILLIAM COX.

Tenth Paper: The Story of Truth.

Influences and Principles are governed by Law. It hasbeenshown that
when a principle Fredomina.tes and is the paramount factor in the intellect-
ual constitution of man, it gives the man an individuality which is ever the
same, and this unchanging individuality is knownas CHARACTER. In man,
character is the thing most needful and most valuable. If Experience
has the largest developement in the character of a man, he will be guided
in his opinion and actions by his experience. If Power exerts control, force
or coercion will be the umpire by which all things are determined When
the attribute of Truth assists a develoYed principle in the orbit of human
character, all things are seen by its clear and beautiful light, and right
and righteousness will prevail, and all thoughts and actions be only those
of honor and integrity. The sublime power and worth of character, when
noble and righteous, its ability to decide righteously, to counteract evil
designs of men of force and even experience, and to uphold the majesty of
the Eternal Verities and therefore show the need and worth of UNDER-
STANDING, i3 shown in the allegory which constitutes the subject matter of
this paper.

In the morning twilight of recorded times, in a great empire, men
had been doi ttle ﬁ'mt the forces of Ignorance, Folly, Depra-
vity. Power, Strength, mence, Reason, Virtue, with the attribute
of the mighty warrior Truth been employed as aids to the warriors on
the side of Intelligence. The struggle lms prospered well and the halo of
victory’s glory had illamined the banner of those who fought for the re-
. covery and perpetuity of intelligent understanding. Truth,the valiant and
mighty attribute, had thrown the weight of its powerful aid into the scales
of the wise and zealous, and had been promised a t and fitting reward
for the services rendered. But in a selfish and evil hour Power refused to
give Truth the price promised and justly merited ; consequently the good
which might have been accomplished, was frustrated, and the victory
smirched and weakened by the wrongr practiced upon Truth by Power.

It is possible for Power to deceive Truth once, by misrepresentation, but
when Truth has crystallized into the individuality called character, it is
impossible to repeat the deception. The second attempt at wrong, if re-
ceived by Truth, would be received knowingly; Truth would then be a
sharer in the practiced fraud, and with Truth such participation is utterly
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impossible. Subseﬁuent to the wrong done Truth by Power the war
against Ignorance, Folly and Depravity was renewed, and the empire of intel-
ligence was again in a state of conflict and turbulence. The battle progressed
fitfully, but little vantage ground was gained, and something akin to con-
sternation sat upon the face of the warriors, who fought under the banner
of right Principles; and, gathered in their tent at night, they discussed
long and earnestly how best to remew the conflict on the morrow, that
success might be achieved. In all the speeches made however, it did not
seem to be evident to the heroic orators that in their deliberations one
necessary aid to success was lacking—the attribate of Truth.

Apart from the council, in his tent, Truth, the mightiest of warriors sat
thoughtful yet composed. Ever and anon he touched the strings of his harp,
and the silence of the night grew voiceful with the tender inspiring beauty
of its melody, every strain breathed rythm, for Truth was the burden of
the music. Experience finally arose in the tent of the deliberating coun-
cil and suggested the propriety of sending Strength, Reason, and Virtue,
to the tent of Truth, and offer him a rich re as an inducement for
him to come and join them in their warfare against Ignorance,’ Error
Folly and Depravity, ete. Accordingly the three mighty warriors repaired
to the tent of Truth, On entering they found Truth seated with his back
agm'mt the wall of his tent, and although he smiled a cordial welcome to
s distingunished visitors, and even pressed warmly the hand of his old
and gentle friend Virtue, whom he loved dearly, still he did not rise from
his position, but remained seated as they found him; not even when he
bade his attendants prepare a royal feast, did he move, but still sat firmly
with bis back against the wall. After partaking of the rich banquet,
Reason pro the health of Truth, which was drank by all the assem-
bled warriors and attendants; after which he, by specious and well arranged
arguments, endeavoured to induce Truth to consent to ally himself, as he
once had done, with them in their warfare against Ignorance, Folly, Error,
Depraviéy, and their multitude of followers. All that logic and philosophy
could offer, all that eloquence and mild persuasion which n can -
employ, were used, and even the assurance that Power would give the largest
portion of the spoils captured in the conflict to be awarded to Truth if
he would consent to aid them. Truth listened attentively, and with all
the noble deference of his pure and beautiful nature replied calmly in an-
swer to Reason’s argument: “Power hath deceived me ; that was his fault;
should I be wronged by him again, it would be my fault; I cannot join

ou.”

7 Reason resumed his seat, and thoughtfully and sadly dropped his head
upon his breast. Then Strength arose, and with a lou(ly voice, that startled
the ear as the rumbling thunder, shouted: “Oh Truth! come with us, coME,
with Power, with Knowledge, and Reason, Experience, Motion, Justice,
Mercy, Zeal and Virtue; and with thy unequalled arm, oh Truth, what can
prevail against us”! Strength resumed his seat; again the calm sweet voice
of Truth was heard : “Power hath deceived me, that was his fault; should I
be deceived by him again, it would be my fault; I cannotjoin you.”

Virtue, wearing the amaranthine wreath upon his silvered brow, arose
and in tones of loving tenderness addressed his cherished friend and pupil.
“Oh Truth, I was the teacher of thy childhood and youth; I taught you to
hate Ignora.nce, Folly, Error, and Depravity; wilt thott not now come with
me, thine earliest and truest friend, and aid these our truest allies, in en-
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abling Power, to overcome the hosts of Ignorance and Evil. If, great
Truth, thy mind be set against coming out to fight with us, how
can I do aught but remain withthee! When thy aged father sent thee, in-
experienced as thou wert in war and in sage debate on which renown attends,
to do battle, he commissioned me to teach thee how to frame befittin
speech and mighty deeds how to achieve; so not from thee, dear boy, ean
consent to part. In youthful days my home I left, and journeying onward
reached the fruitful realm of Speaking and Teaching, which gave me kindly
welcome. Such confidence and love, thy father had for me, he gave me
ample rule, he bade me go out from therealm of speech; he gave thy youth to
‘me, that I might teach theeall things pure, and lovely, and of good report;
any soul loved thee; often in thy childish waywardness, have my garments
and the garniture of my bosom been ruffled by thy playful fingers. I so
loved thee! and from my care of thee there came a hope that, since heaven
had not vouchsafed to me the blessed boom of issue, thou mightest be my
son, and brighten with thy presence my advancing years. Ah Truth, my
loved one, let me ask of thee to curbthy anger; a heart implacable becomes
thee not. Harmony, Order, and Wisdom excel thee, and may not be
appeased by right doing. I could not ask thy cherished anger to abate,
and give us mi but Power has offered gifts so valuable, and sent to thee
men who love thee most; discredit not their words and mission, we
have heard of men in ancient days that howsoever their age and anger
might have burned against their fellow-men, their passions were allayed
with gi One case I bear in mind, in times long and not in
later days, and here amid friends how all occurred will I recite. “Time
was, when concerning a subject of wide and comprehensive scope two sav-
age bands fought with mutuai slaughter and fierce contention. ile the
valiant leader of the lesser band kept the field, they maintained their ground,
but being angered, which sometimes happens with the wisest men, he with-
-drew and sought the company of his newly wedded wife, and there he nursed
his wrath. The chief sent to him iniploring his return and offered large re-
ward; his doors and ears were locked to all entreaties, when at len i
beauteous wife in tears beseeching him to think of the dreadful fate of
his companions slaughtered, and of helpless wives and children a.prey to
:savage strangers, listening, his spirit was aroused within him. He donned
his armour, took the field again, and with his strength and bravery saved
his band from doom. Alas! the reward he had been promised was for-
gotten by those who had been saved by him.” My boy, let not his
mind be like to thine, nor let thy thoughts be turned from us, come
take the splendid gifts, and be {onored by us all hereafter, and be a
sharer with us of the honors gained. In answer to these brave words,
then spake out Truth:—

“Such honors move me not, while I retain breath in my lungs and
vigor in my limbs; disturb me not with vain solicitations to do Power
aid. If you love him, my love for you may turn to hate. My friends
should honor him who honors me; remain thou here and equal shalt thou
‘be to me. Ah Virtue, canst thou not discern that I am th, because
thou hast made me 80? Truth cannot aid Power, for Power has deceived
him. Should I permit Power to deceive me yet again,I shonld be Truth no
longer.”

en Virtue saw ¢that Truth was right, and he also thought within him-
self that Power, having deceived Truth, might deceive Virtue. Turning
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to his comrades he said “I am an old man, I can be of little assistance
to Power ; I will, my friends, remain with Truth.”,

Strength and Reason, de from the tent of Truth and became
the supporters of Power. Truth and Virtue are rarely found allied
with Power. They are a power unto themselves and dwell together in the
tent of righteousness, where right alone is might and Truth still sits with
his back against the wall, fixed and immovable, for there is nothing behind
Truth. How evident the majesty of true character! Neither honor, nor
worth attach to the man who in his character is devoid of truth; without
truth, there can be no true power. When Truth, by Experience and Rea-
son, has obtained Understanding of wrong, it will ever rzgx:e to be deceived
by the blandishments and lavish offers of Power, in no matter what form
they may come. Truth, such as this, is the adamantine rock upon which
rests the fabr:c of a character, whose influence will endure oughout
eternity’s unborn centuries. To win the price UNDERSTANDING, battle
with the weapons of TRuTE! When tempted sit with thy back to the wall
of the eternai)o Verities, so that thou be as Wisdom defying destruction!

SOMETHING ABOUT THE ASTRAL LIGHT.

Such frequent referenceis made in occult works to the Astral Light as the
prime substance and factor in the creation and control of all visible
existence, that we deem it will be of interest to our readers to present the
general views entertained by occultists on this subject. The mysterious vril
which so conspicuously in Lord Lytton’s “Coming Race” ap to
be identical with it in character, and it is claimed that he derived his idea
of this almost omnipotent and universal force from his contemporary
Eliphas Lévi with whom there is evidence that he had personal acquaintance.

ranz Hartmann, M. D. in his “Paracelsus” says of the Astral Light:

“A universal and living ethereal element, still more ethereal and highly
organized than the A’kasa. The former is universal, the latter only cos-
mic— viz., pertaining to our solar system. It is at the same time an ele-
ment and a power, containing the character of all things. It is the store-
house of memory for the great world (the Macrocosm), whose contents may
become re-embodied and re-incarnated in objective forms; it is the store-
house of memory of the little world, the Microcosm of man, from which
he may recollect past events. It exists uniformly throughout the inter-
planetary spaces, yet it is more dense, and more active around certain ob-
jects on account of their molecular activity, especially around the brain
and spinal chord of human beings, which are surrounded by it as by an
aura of light. It is this aura around the nervecells and nerve-tubes by
which a man is enabled to catch impressions made upon the astral aura of
the cosmos, and thereby to “read in the Astral.” 1t forms the medium
for the transmission of thought, and without such a medium no thought
could be transferred to a distance, It may be seen by the clairvoyant,
and as_each person has an astral aura of his own, a person’s charactermay
be read in his Astral Light by those who are able to see it. In the case
of a child who hasnot yet generated any special characteristics that emana-
ting avca is milk white; but in the adult there is always upon this funda-
mental colour another one, such as blue, green, yellow, red, dark-red, and
even black. Every living nerve has its astral aura, every mineral, every



16 The Astral Light. [July,

plant or animal, and everything of life, and the glorified body of the spirit
18 made to shine by its light.”

‘WE next give a few extracte from Arthur E. Waite’s * Mysteries of
Maq}cil;” which is a digest of the writings of Eliphas Levi.

“There exists a force in nature which is far more powerful than steam,

and by means of which a single man, who could master it, might throw the
world into confusion and transform its face. This force was known to
the ancients; it consists of a universal agent whose supreme law is equi-
librium, * * * # ‘
- “The Great Magical Agent is revealed by four kinds of phenomena, and
has been subjected to the manipulations of science unger four names,
caloric (heat), light, electricity, magnetism. These four impdnderable fluids
are, therefore, the divers manifestations of one and the same force, which
is that substance created by God before all else, when He said, ¢ Lret there
be light!’ and there was light. Everything which exists has been evolved
from it, and it reproduces and preserves a%l forms, * & » »

“ What we imagination 18 simply the inherent faculty of the soul to
assimilate the images and reflections contained in this living light. * * *

“The Book of Conscience which, according to the Christian doctrine, will
be opened on the Last Day, is nothing more than the Astral Light, in
which are preserved the impressions of every "Logos, that is, every action
and every thought-form. ere are no solitary acts and there are no
secret acts; all that we truly will, that is, all that we confirm by our deeds,
or even emotions, is written in the Astral Light. Itisin this light that the
forms no longer on earth are evoked, and by its means are accomplished
the contested but veritable mysteries. When summoned by an illumi-
nated reason, these forms are harmoniously manifested; summoned by
folly, they appear disorderly and monstrous. The Astral Light was the
instrument of the omnipotence of Adam, and afterwards became that of
his punishment; being disturbed by his fall, which intermingled an impure
reflection with those primitive i 8 that composed, for his still maiden
imagination, the book of universmowledge. %,he fall of Adam, accord-
ing to the initiators, was an erotic intoxication which rendered his genera-
tion the slave of the fatal light; all amorous passion is a whirlpool of this
light which draws us towanfs the abyss of death. * & * ¢

*“The Astral Light is the key of all domination, the secret of all powers,
the universal glass of visions, the bond of symtﬁathies, the source of love,
prophecy, and glory. To know how to master this agent so as to profit by
and direct its currents is to accomplish the magnum opus, to be master of
the world, and the depository even of the power of God. * * * *

“The Great Magic Agent has four properties—to dissolve, to consolidate,
to quicken, and to moderate. These four properties, directed by the will
of man, modify all phases of Nature. * * * #

“It subsists of two foroes, one of attraction and one of repulsion; whence
Hermes says that it 8 continually ascending and descending. By this two-
fold force all is created and preserved. Itis at once substamce and motion;
the inherent power which originates its movements is called magnetism, and
the movement itself is an unrolling and unrolling which is consecutive,
or rather simultaneous and perpetual in spiral lines of opposite motions,
which never come into collision. Itis the same movement as that of
the sun which draws and repels at one time all the planets of his sys-

ftem. * % » »
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“The Astral Light directs the instinct of animals and does battle with the
intelligence of man, which it tends to pervert by the 1 of its reflect-
ions and the deceptions of its mages, which is rendered still more calami-
tous by the elementary spirits and souls in pain, whose restless wills seek
sympathy in our weakness, buttempt us less with the intention of de-
stroying than with the desire to win friends. To accomplish isolation from
these influences, we must above all impose absolute serenity upon mind
and heart, we must issue from the realm of passion, and become established
in an inflexible will. Equilibrium is one of the first conditions of success,
and must be sought even in occult chemistry by the combination of op-
posing forces without their neutralization. By magical equilibrium is ex-
plained the d and primal mystery of the existence and relative necess-
ity of evil. Moral equilibrium is the concurrence of science and faith, dis-
tinct in their forces and joined in their action to provide the mind and
heart of man with that rule which is reason.”

Louis Lucas, a modern French Philosopher, in his New Chemistry and,

in, in his New Medicine, considers Astral Light as Motion and
gives the following description of it:—‘“Motion is the breath of God in
action among the created things; it is that almighty principle, which, one
and uniform, perhaps, in its nature and origin, 1s neverth the cause
and promoter of the infinite variety of thaoghenomona that compose the
innumerable categories of the world ; like , it animates or deadens, or-
ganizes or disorganizes, acoording to the secondary laws that are the cause
of all the combinations and permutations we can observe around us.

“Motion is the NON-DEFINED state of the general force that animates
nature; motion is an elemen foroe, the only one I understand and
which I find we should use in order to account for all the phenomena of na-
ture.” For motion is susceptible of more or less, namely, of condensation
dilatation, electricity, heat, light.

«It is susceptible, again, of COMBINATION of condensations. Finally we
find in it ORGANIZATION of those combinations. Motion, when conceived to
be ACTIVE, materially or intellectually—gives us the key of all phenomena.

“Motion, when conceived to be NON-DEFINED, is susceptible of condensing
orgamizing, concentrating, tunming itself. “In condensing it fur-
nishes force of a relative power. “In organizing it becomes apt to direct

ial organs, even bundles of organs. Finally in concentrating and
tuning itself it is ea.lpable of reflecting (thinking) upon its mechanism and
of directing the whole complex of the organism.”

Christian, another French writer, in his “Red Man of the Tuileries”,
says: “In the soul of the ambient fluidic world that prevades all
things, there is a current of love and attraction, and a current of anger
or replusion.—That electromineﬁo ether by which we are magnetized,
that gery body of the Holy Ghost, that is constantly renewing the face
of the earth, is fastened by the weightof our atmosphere and by the force
of attraction of the globe.—The force of attmch'm to the center of
the bodies, and the force of projection to their ci erence. This two-
fold force acts by spirals of opposite motion that never collide. It is the
same motion as tzat of the sun, that is incessantly attracting and repell-
ing the planets of its system.”

e following is from “The Perfect Way”: ¢ When the Gods—the
Elohim,or Powers of the Hebrews—put forth the world, they put forth
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substance with its three potentialities, but all in the condition of “odic”
light. This substantial light is called sometimes the sideral or astral body,
sometimes the perisoul, and this because it is both. It isthat which makes
and that which becomes. It is fire, or the anima bruta (as distinguished
from the Divine) out of and by means of which, body and soul are genera-
ted. It is the fiery manifestation of the soul, the magnetic factor of the
body. It is space, it is substance, it is foundation; so that from it proceed
the gases and the minerals, which are un-individualized, and from it also
the organic world which is individualized. But man it could not make;
for man is fourfold, and of the divine ether,the province assigned by the
Greeks to Zeus, the father of Gods and men.” ‘

PRACTICAL INSTRUCTION FOR REACHING THE HIGHEST
GOAL OF HUMAN ATTAINMENT.

In our former teachings we have dwelt largely on the law of neration,
and have shown its connection with genera.tlony. We have sng:d that re-
generation is the foundation for all attainment, it being the process by which
to increase the amount of life and to refine its ?miities. These things
must never be lost sight of for a moment, because of the fact that everything
acts its nature. For, since the quantity of life is the limit of power,
and the quality of life is the quality of all thought, action and desire, and
also determines the nature m& direction of the will,—regeneration is the
means by which we can change our own real nature from a lower to a higher
state and therefore must be od as our most essential duty. t
as we prl:aﬁess in that direction, and sit in the attitude of aspira-
tion, we shall observe that all the former difficulties of our life spring into
activity and the body is aparently overwhelmed with nnacoount:gﬁa dis-
turbances. Thisis why in a former issue we called attention to the neces-
sity of cultivating STorcisM. I wish this time to carry your mind into the
real method by which we may be protected against all these things as well
as be forever proof against all kinds of diseases and even the influence
of poisons. Jesus says, (Mark xvi. 17.18) “These signs shall follow them
that believe; *** ey shall take up serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall recover.” Now if these things had followed the i
of the appostles of Jesus it would have been by virtne of their knowledge of
thelaw. If “God created the worlds by the wWoRD,” then it follows that
all we are isby the virtueof that word, that all is mind, or at least,
mind must be the most potent of all things in the world.

Those who have followed our teachings from the first, and also those who
through inherited tendencies or circumstances (for there are many of the
latter class) have been pressed into the same practice, have begun to be
conscious of a clearer thought-power, a thought entirely independent of
the physical senses,a thought that acts of its own accord even while the
body is asleep. This thought is peculiar in that it is like a consciousness
of being in distant places and of the condition etc. of such places. Some
would call it imagination, butit really is a travelling cousciousness, which,
when perfectly under our control, will enable us to_travel to any locali
and to know all about what is really there, to hold conversation wi
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persons in any part of the universe whither that consciousness may travel, and
to bring back to the physical senses all that wassaid or had really trans-
ired. These are ca.ﬁed by Theosophists the travels of the Astral body.

a person to whom that “presence’” of yours comes, is opened in that inner
consciousness called by spiritualists clairvoyance, he would see your
form, and that form would appear clothed in the same clothing you usaally
wore, every minutia appearing on the form. For your “Astral” is com-
_posed of the te of all your thought, so that, whatever garment
you wear, it is always in your unconscious thought ; aring on the finger, a
watch chain, all enter into the thought and appear in this form which

., we prefer to call the SouL, the individualized person, or what we must
: be when perfect and free from the limitations of the physical sense

body.

’ T%enablethasoulto goout in this way, it is necessary first to increase
its consciousness, refine and intensify its sensibility by regeneration and
application of all the methods set forth in previous numbers of THE Eso-
'TERIC. Those having been faithfully complied with and tl::asoint gained
where all waste of the vital fluids is stopped, we are y to seek
methods to escape the IMPRISONMENT IN THE NARROW CONFINES OF THE
PHYSICAL BODY. Then it will matter but little where the body is, for we
shall be free to go where and when we please, and then we find that
there are many others even in the physical form who have attained like
freedom and with whom we may come into the most harmonious and lov-
ing sympathies. There are many living on this planet who have
made not only this attainment but far greater ones, and live in the full
effulgence of Divine light.

Now the methods by which such a state may be obtained.

This consciousness of the soul must be ed as the eassential self;
that arising in the physical senses must be held in absolute subordina-
tion. 'We must constantly keep in mind the difference between the two
states, soul and body. Remember, you are soul and you formed the body
for your own use, and, that being so, you can re-form and control even the
sensations of the body, which you must do vigorously, (with vigor of the
mind not of the body); if there is pain arising in any part of the
body, repel it by ignoring the idea that it'can have any power over you
whatever; REALIZE that you are superior to it, and can control it. it
hurts to make any special move, make that movement in defiance of the
pain’s power to continue; say within yourself “It must go! I am superior
to it! it cANNOT AFFECT ME! ” and move on as though there were nothing

wrong.
B!;gcareful and do not exhaust yourself by struggling with difficulties; the
T way to success is the opposite of struggle, 1t is a holding tenaciously to the
consciousness of perfect health. The soul cannot be diseased by the body
without its consent ; therefore keep active the fact you are superior to the
bodily conditions,and know that evenif the body should be destroyed by
outside conditions, you would not be affected in the least. This attitude
destroys all fear, — which must be done before freedom can be gained from
the imprisonment in the body. Oh, how little can any one realize what
slaves we are, in what torturing servitude the body holds us, until we are
free! Weare like birds in the cage who, never having known freedom, are
ocomparitively happy; but when once they know it, how they will batter
their breasts against the bars for freedom again! :
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Narrow lines must be drawn in the mind between watching the senses
and learning from them, and ignoring their influence or power to control
or even affect you; to laugh at pain with scorn, as at the attempts of a
child to conquer a man, is to be superior to it.

In the « ical Instruction” in thelast number we gave directions
how to send the thought into the body. Itis necessary in case of diseased
conditions to send the thought of health into the part affected and to do
this with a feeling of superiority. Try to realize the God-given author-
ity to command conditions and be obeyed. The interior brain, the “Grey
spot,” or Solar Plexus governs the physical body and the vital elements in
their work of rebuilding and renewing the y, under directions of the
soul, who is the master workman. e soul being your real self, then,
whatever you instruct that function to do it will do, provided the feeling
of confidence goes with it. Sleep being the time when this function does
its best work, the time when it has charge of all the body, then on laying
down to sleep is the time to give that function its orders if there is some
special work to be done, but the requisite in order to have implicit obedience
is to think, believe, and realize whatever you say to it.

This exercise and, in fact, all such exercises are a work of time, not a
something that the intellect can “frup and a.ppl? at once. Many, on read-
ing this, will say “Yes, if that could only be done”! Butit can be and is done
by many. So far as Mental Healing, Christian Science, Faith Cure
&o. are effectual, it is done; and so far as they fail in “realization” they fail
in healing. But none of the above methods are sciences yet, they have
some scientific facts, but in order to make them sciences we must under-
stand frox:lfraotiee the teachings here inculcated; then it will be found
only a small part of the science of the Christ.

en we have the senses and the love of this physical life wholly sub-
dued, so that pain cannot intimidate or obstruct the free action of the soul’s
consciousness, nor the love of pleasure bribe the soul, then there will be
open, within, many avenues of usefulness, not now lawful to express, and
many possibilities transcending the highest aspiration of man, and with that a
realization of the truthin the words of Jesus, ‘“shall receive manifold more
in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting”. For
then the soul’s consciousness will be complete; but before this is reached,
many hard struggles with the world of sense will be experienced, and the
more the trials, disappointmenbs and heart-aches, the sooner will the
be reached. Herein is the wisdom of the saying in “Light on the Path”
«Before the soul canstand in the presence of the master, its feet must be
washed in the blood of the heart;” for every earthly love link must be
broken before the soul can free itself from its present imprisonment. But
don’t let anyone misunderstand these words, and go to extremes by thinking
that he must sever himself from all relations in the body. All that
you can do is to hold yourself in readiness in thought and feeling to meet
anything that comes, with composure, and be perfectly obedient to the
dance of the spirit ina]lthinitanndmwﬂl be brought to the test as

t as you are able to bear it. ember the words of Jesus “It must
needs be that offences come, but woe to him by whom they come ;” therefore
we must not bring them our-selves, else the ‘woe’ will be to us. The mas-
ter to whom we have covenanted obedience will lead us just as fast as we
are able to go in that direction, and the use in calling your attention to it,
is that you may ndt resist those conditions and struggle against them when
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they do come. Remember the wise words of Jesus, “Resist not evil, but
overcome evil with ” Those things that are trials to others are
good to us because they serve to sever the cords bind us down in the
physical sense life.

the first part of this paper we called your attention to the fact that
this course of regeneration would place the body beyond the reach or affect
of poisons. This, some may say, is unreasonable and un-natural. But there
have been experiments made in scientific investigation that prove it to be
afact. Persons have been put under the influence of ether so that a limb
might be cut off, without their knowing anything about it, and it was found
that the sex function remains unaffected by the drug. Why is that so? It is
because God is Spirit and Life. God descends into that function and,
through it, in the generation, materializes Himself in humanity; and that
function holds its divine life, thatis immortal, in its concentrate essence,
but as the “Old Serpent,” sex passion wastes it, the body never contains
any more of that immortal essence than enough to carry on the ordinary
work of the body; thus when any unusual adverse element enters, it has not
power enough to overcome it; but when the body is filled with life drawn
up from that function and the whole body is permeated with it, then no

ison can affect any part of it, any more than ether could that function.

go esus said “A strong man armed keepeth his house, but when a stronger
than he cometh he must first bind the strong man, then he will spoil ﬁs
goods.” The strong man is thereal man, the soul’s life, or the life that is
made obedient to the thought and will of the individual. When that is
armed with knowledge, and united to the will of Grod, none is stronger than
he; nothing can spoil his goods.

But in order to be fully armed, it is necessary to practice a great deal in
sending the consciousness into different parts of the body; the same di-
rections as given to still the senses, will serve as a commencing point, and
when you can say to any sensation, “be still”, and have ours$ obeyed,
(remember your conscious thought must go with the word to the part ad-
dressed) then you will readily see how to become conscious in every part
of the body. {'here is a brain center governing every part of the body.
Solar Biology gives us the knowledge of what mental characteristic is sup-
plied by every function, and we can get so that this superabundant life
will be obedient to our will and we can send it, endowed with our thought,
into any part, to do any service we deem best to be done; and when our life
substance is thus wholly under control of the will, then no disease is possi-
ble to exist in us, and not only so, but we then can, like Jesus, touch the
sick and say “be whole”! and the life within us will go into them, a healing
virtue, and they will be healed. If we arein an attitude of pity for
" the suffering of humanity, they will constantly draw that life from us and
leave us depleted to that extent that we can neither help our-selves nor any-
one else; but if the mind is so fixed that our life is to be used EXCLUSIVELY
for the education and preparation for the kingdom of God on earth, our sym-
pathies being closed in every other direction, then the life will continue its
obedience in doing service in that direction even though it go from us with-
out our knowledge, as in the case of the woman who said in her heart “If I
can but touch the hem of His garment I shall be healed,” and was healed.
Jesussaid, “ Who hath touched me ?”’” The disciples said, “The crowd presses
upon you, and why say you: ¢ Who hath touehes me ? ” But he said, “I per-



22 Vigorous Vegetarians. [July,

ceive virtue hath gone out of me.” Why did not the virtue, or life, go into
the crowd? Because his life was so fully endowed with the thought ex-

ressed by John: “In him was life, and that life was the light of man.

is symgM:hy was wholly in that direction to be the light of man, the
means of knowledge that would enable them to have the same powers he
had, and not simply to heal the sick. This was only applied where
“Satan had bound” some that would otherwise apply the lmowﬁdg\e and live
thelife. To those he gaveof his own life toheltp them. Haveweany right
to squander our life in the mere gratification of the senses, when we might
conserve it and use it for such important uses? Then to call ourselves Chris-
tians, would be, to say the least of it, absurd.

We know the many difficulties there are, on every side, to hinder the
complete carryinﬁeout of even these instructions, to say nothing about the
greater and grander ones that cannot be given to and used by the general
public. But we have the assurance that in the near future there will be
those having an abundanoce of means, who will see the wisdom of building
a Temple or College, and of providing ample residences for all who wish to
make these attainments, where they can come and have all the condit-
ions needed. All the knowledge necessary for enabling the people to
make the most exalted attainments that earth ever knew is now access-
ible, and, my dear friends! there isnothing for us to be anxious about,
but to do our own duty faithfully, and there is wisdom and power behind

this move sufficient to ultimate all that has been . For even now has
the prophecy given John L. 51 to be fulfilled: “Hereafter ye shall
see ﬁea.ven opened and the of God ascending and descending upon

the Son of man,” and blessed are the willing and obedient in this day, for

they shall indeed eat of the good of the land. I am your fellow servant,
Hiram E. BuTLER.

“Peace beunto you”.

VIGOROUS VEGETARTANS.

The South American bark-gatherers who collect the bark of the cinchona-tree,
from which quinine is made, live almost wholly upon bananas and other equally
simple vegetable food, and yet are by no means the weak and feeble creatures
which the majority of persons who lmaﬂne flesh to be a necessary element of
human diet, would expect them to be. 0 da.ilg task assigned these hardy moun-
taineers is to gather and bring to camp two hundred pounds of green bark, which
they carry upon their backs, threading their way through dense and trackless
forest, clambering over huge rocks, climbin% steep mountain-sides, crossing deep
ravines and dense jungles, and often being obliged to travel many miles in the ac-
complishment of their arduous task. How many English or American meat-eaters
would undertake to carry upon their shoulders all day or for part of a day half as
heavy a load as the South American bark-gatherer?

A friend of the writer, Mr E. M. Brigham, who has several years been travelling
through South America, tells us that the natives of the eastern slope of the Andes
often carry upon their back a load of two hundred pounds for a distance of thirty
miles & day, and live for months at a time exclusively on bananas. The evidence
derived from experience and the most extensive oLernno‘ n, show beyond any
possibility of question that the notions which prevail in this country that persons
who engage in arduous labor must eat largely of flesh meats, or so-called hea
food, which generally means a greasy, indigestible diet, is a gross and indefensi-
ble error. Good Health.
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ROADS TO IMMORTALITY.
(Coxtvurp )*
THE SCHOLAR.

A scholar who became renowned in Geermany by his writings, was the son
of a wealthy tradesman. As his delicate constitution prevented him from
carrying on his father’s business, and on the other hand he showed great ca-
ﬁw for learning in the common and high schools, they decided to dedicate

im to the study of Theology. He frequented a college and a university,
and distingunished himself so highly that he was found to be the most dil-
igent and talented of his class. In his last university year he had alread:
written a book on “the Atmospheres of Life, or the Influences of Surroumf-
ings,” that created much interest. Then he obtained a chair at a univer-
gity, published several other books, and acquired such renown as to be
counted among the first minds of the German nation. In orderto avoid
all mis-interpretation and not to deface his memory, we suppress his name;
but this sketch of his life may serve as an example how easily a man can
miss his trne vocation and aoquire qualities wholly foreign to his real
nature.

For thirty years he labored as a professor and author, constantly pro-
ducing new writings, and seemed already to be within reach of the crown
of his life, when an indisposition befell him. A slight but permanent
dizziness had possessed his brain and, after a short time, acted so severely
upon his memory that it became difficult for him to remember the most
common things. Everything was done to relieve him of his malady; he
travelled to divert himself, and was not allowed toread or write: but all in
vain; the dizziness remained, and his memory became daily weaker.

After two years things had gone so far thathe no more realized his
sickness, forgetting his brilliant career wholly and losing even the remem-
brance of his own writi His presence caused the most painful feelings,
and those who had seen him in the fullness of his genius, could not under-
stand how a man could sink down so low and become such a mummy.
But such was the case. The scholar that he had generated in him
had died, and the doy’s nature appeared with its most striking features.

Then his friends remembered that, when young, he had been a little
wag who liked to play tricks upon his friends, and to rejoice at their not

essing whence they came. Such traits now would frequently appear in

is con uct.d fY'Y'héa.tever was lefthewithin his rea;l:l, would be soiled, and It::
surprise and frighten persons, he was very productive in schemes.
short, the character of the “bad boy” was so marked in his behavior that
staying with him was a burden. “Where is the genius of this man?” people
asked. When they read his writings, so heartlifting and instructive, and
then looking at him they felt like considering man’s nature as a refined
power of vegetation that for a short while shows the splendor of its vivid
colors in thought and speech, then fades away, loses its blossom, and sinks
into the arms of death.

#*The four bi . i is ¢
Daen Storia” e e M:“?mb’?kmmﬁ i which the ﬁ%ﬂﬁ.‘&d
p:e-:‘ieui 8 oot Tho short ool oF the ebolorerite the first also In the sathor's
selection, whilst the history of Omlino'ﬁ:&art is the last. We publish the latter before the
gb&t;::lufortmmomd is the fact that it is the most closely related one
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For five years he lived in this condition. His trickery became clumsi.
ness, and finally passed into entire brutality, yea, far below the beast. The
gluttony that at last overpowered him made an end of his existence, which,
in fact, had ceased long ago; and his remembrance left such a strong im-
pression on his surronndings that many parents were frightened from de-
voting their sons to the learned professions. *

CAROLINE RUPERT.

Mr. Rupert was a Judge in_the City of E. in Germany. He possessed
considerable fortune besides the income of his office, and therefore lived
on a rather liberal scale in comparison with his fellow officers. In the
first years of his residence in that city he had married the daughter of an
officer of the government. His wife gave birth to three vigorous children;
but from the birth of the fourth her?ea.lth declined so rapidly, that they
feared for her life. She never recovered entirely; the slightest exertion or
emotion affected her nerves, and she would often fall into a kind of fever
that lasted for several days. Unfortunately for her, a malignant disease
spread in the city that snatched away within a week her two youngest child-
dren, five and four years old.

The loving ﬁenbs felt the blow very keenly. The mother would
not leave her for three months, and more than once her end was
thought to beat hand. But finally she recovered and could preside over
the interests of the household, and now bent her whole care and love on
her only daughter, Caroline, who then was seven years old.

She neglected nothing in her education; gave her lessons in the French
language, and in accordance with her father’s wish, kept a music teacher
for her, who soon discovered that she had an uncommon talent for music.
Caroline made such rapid progress in all branches of study thatin her
twelfth year, besides having a thorough knowledge of the common school

*Many will query in their mind how this man could have missed his calling, when such brilliant
saooceas followed his efforts ; but it will be observed that when the brain-power failed him, he had
gained nothing in soul culture; for as soon as he forgot all that he had memorized, never having
mymeﬁmonhlknowlodgv, he was no more than he had been in youth, a mischievous boy.
He lived wholly in the intellect, gathered the experiences of others, and compiled them in
an ingenious way that saited the superficial thinker; but he really knew nothing but what author-
itios said about the subjects he wrote on. Belief never feeds the soul; it grows only from trus
knowledge, and that comes only by experience. This story well illustrates two errors that are very

valent with two classes ; one is the religionist who i knowledge, oalls it all ‘‘head’’

owledge and, therefore,lives wholly in the senses emotions, and thus dwarfs the soul's
growth as much as the other class who think, that to memorize and compile the results of others’
experience is knowledge. In both alike, — when the external or ani magnetic power is gone
80 that they forget those things which were wholly of thobrdnndthomimdumu,miﬁmd
their natare is — the soul will be no wiser than when they were children, and they will look
back upon an ill-spent life. But the man that seeks knowl by every available means and
ignores all anthority, but acoepts truth that can be applied in the uses of life for the love of truth,
whether applauded or condemend by his fellowman, — he will awake in the superior world, rich
with Divine treasures that nothing can take from him.

This view of the Scholar’s case substantially agrees with Silbert’l., who later when he had
obtained an understanding of the interior man, wrote in his diary: The Scholar is an example
of that error into which many in setting, namely, some goal to themselves without considering
the quality of their own nature, is man (whom Silbert knew) pleased himself in his profession,
and employed all the forces of his mind to raise that professison in himself to the highest degree
possible; but his natural self was there-by suppressed. The books he wrote were most of a
moral character, on the education of the young, and the reform of man in eral ; he warred
against the vices of his contemporaries, and everybody took him for an o of the age, for a
star that would shine to many generations. But all his writing were fruits only of his industry,
hhtbﬂit?eooompm and to speak according to given formulm; they had not sprung from his
own soul’s power. The scholar in him became estranged from the natnral self, and died in the
living body. The latter, un-nerved and weakened, was unable to rise to regeneration and thus
sank into brutishness and finally into the embrace of death.”” (7V.)
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branches, she could read, speak and write French, and was considered as
quite an artist on the piano. Her father, greatly delighted with such ac-
complishments, was possessed with the desire to live in the capital in order
to give his daughter, in its society circles, the polish which was not attain-
able in her present surroundings. To this end he availed himself of the
influence of some of his friends, and as he was considered, owing to his
knowledge and his distinguished family,to be one of the most respected men
in the country, his wish was soon complied with, and before six months
had passed he was promoted to the capital as a member of the supreme
court.

Now a new life began for the Rupert family. Having been educated
in the capital, Judge Rupert felt in his true element, and abandoned
himself to all the impressions of the public amusements that ‘were fashion-
able in those times. Caroline thought she had not really lived before, and
in a short time had acquired such distinguished manners, that no one saw
in her the child of the province. Of course her skill on the piano con-
tributed much to give her the necessary confidence; wherever she went,
she was well received and admired. In this way five years passed as in a
dream, and her form had developed to uncommon beauty, and attracted
admirers from all parts.

The son of Governor Breithof who had been decorated with several
Orders and was a highly esteemed man, solicited her favor very earnestly.
He had, indeed, been engaged to the daughter of another public officer,
but the attractions of his new flame so much surpassed that of the former
one that he did not scruple to use all pretextes to break his promise, and to
offer his heart and l)andp to Caroline.

Mrs. Rupert had expected to recover her health through the aid of the
gkilled physicians of the capital, but was disappointed in this hope and
did not feel happy in their new style of life. g’l(:e looked with ess at
her daughter, surrounded by the admiration of the world, and her better
self suppressed by the poison of vanity. She was nearly always con-
fined to the sick-room, and could not accompany her to the brilliant soci-
ety gatherings where her father so frequently took her.* I see,” she often said,
“my child perish before my eyes, and cannot reach to her a helping hand.”
She did not fail to give her the necessary admonitions, but the mother’s
voice was too feeble against the allurements of the world and the desires
of the daughter’s heart. Thus, whilst Caroline rose higher and higher in
the admiration of society, with each new triumph her eraving for distinetion
also increased.

Judge Rupert felt exceedingly happy in these conditions, and when his
wife ven to open to him her anxieties concerning their daughter he
declaired they were fancies and fears of a sick mind; therefore he gave
them no heed but had his mind ocoupied wholly with plans for new triumphs.
For the same reason he also welcomed the ad: of young Mr. Breithof,
and imagined himself and his daughter as already admitted into the
higher circles, and delighted in the thought of seeing her admired and
adored there also.

The mother was finally informed of the contemplated alliance. At first
she made no objections; but when she learnt that Mr. Breithof had given
up his betrothed for her daughter’s sake, she was resolved at once. “Mr,
Breithof can never be yours!” she said, “you must not be the object of
the jealousy and hate of another. The tears of a deserted and disappointed
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one, cheated of her happiness on your account, must not burden your heart;
therefore I beseech you, yea, I command you, to part with your admirer
in a gﬁ:&l{ manner, and to refuse an alliance that would make you inevitably
wretched!”

Caroline heard this injunction with tears and dismay, for a i
with Mr. Breithof flattered her vanity, to which she already bmngEt
so many sacrifices. Her heart also was concerned in it, for the feeli
of love moved her more strongly than she had imagined. Thus she felt
very unhappy at that moment. Her mother observed the struggle of her
soe:{ and represented to her afu.n the consequence of such an alliance.
Caroline gave way to tears and promised obedience, not wishing to disobey,
or even displease her mother, yet hopeful in the meantime for the aid of her
father. Consequently the engagement remained as it had been, though
they used the precaution to conceal its continuance from her mother.

ut this state of affairs could not last long. Caroline’s conscience
would rebel, at times, when she considered the position in which she
stood towards her mother. She often was disposed to talk with her about
it, but she lacked the courage, until at length her mother learned of the
dece?tion and wept bitterly at the daughter’s disobedience. “I am a bur-
den;” she said to her and her father, “but heaven will agon free you; then
you will see what wrong you have done, as well as realize the
truth of my warnings.”

But Caroline hargened her heart more and more, and could answer no
assuring word to her mother. But the father said * the sick should mind
themselves rather than others.” The poor lady felt very unhappy and for-
saken at such conduet. “Uncharitableness” she sighed “is the most terrible
thing in a family, and I feel that it will bring me to the grave.”

She had told the truth. For her disease returned with new violence,
and twelve days after, the physician said she could not be saved. This
sentence at once brought peace between them. Caroline called herself
her mother’s murderess, and did not leave her bedside day or night.
Judge Rupert also was utterly shaken. “Unfortunate pride!” he thought,
“you traxﬁple upon humanity and leave us without consolation in misfor-
tune.” He took, himself with Caroline, the charge of nursing the sick
lady; but all efforts were unavailing; on the fifteenth day a paralytic
stroke befell her, and they momentarily expected her dissolution.

‘When she felt her end to be near, she stretched her hands out to her
husband and daughter, and said: “Forgive me, as I forgive everything ! My
death is not your fault. If the discord that arose between us, caused it, it was
a fate to which I have succumbed. I am readyto part with you, full of
love, and shall remember you beyond the grave. Do not forget me, that
I may live on in your memory. I do not request of you any promise; only
one thing I ask,—be not in haste, lest late repentance r:gzoach you. Your
happiness was the desire of my life and will be so r death. With
this declaration in mind I shall stand before my Jugge within a few
moments.” She had hardly spoken these words, when she fell asleep, not
to awake again on earth.

We pass over the funeral, the affliction of father and daughter, and
P to report the further events in their life. Caroline reproached her-
self to have so little heeded the admonitions of her mother, and resolved
no longer blindly to obey the demands of society. She became more
severe with her betrothed, and had soon an occasion to realize that his
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feelings had not been sincere enough to last for a life time. A rich rival
caught him in her net, and he repeated with her the same course he had.
resorted to with his former betrothed. Caroline felt mortified, and from.
that time gave all her thonght to the memory of her mother. Her father
was so indignant at Mr. Breithof’s falseness that he cursed the moment he
had first desired for a life at the capital. Another spirit entered the house-
that made it the abode of silence, sadness and disappointment.

All his friends withdrew from him, and he lived with his daughter so
retired that his very name was soon forgotten in the circles of society. A
{ear passed in this way, when a peculiar change came over Caroline’s be-

avior. She became timid and shy, would hide herself from people, and
abandoned herself to a musing that rendered her indifferent to all exter-
nal impressions. When asked by her father to disclose to him the cause:
of her conduct, “I don’t know” she replied, “what is going on in me.
I often feel as if paralyzed, and then again so agitated that the least thi
will frighten me. I seem to hear a sound within me like waves of troubllﬁ
waters, and in the night, when sleepless, I hear noises of objects moving
and voices around me, that thrill h my nerves and put me in a state
like a most violent fever.”

Her father, frightened at the disclosure, consulted their physician, who-
first took it for somnambulism, but soon perceived that other canses wereat
the bottom of it. He prescribed all the remedies indicated by the symptoms,
butin vain. The irritation remained and the noise in the night seemed to-
increase.

But soon the form of the disease ohanied greatly ; for that before she
had only felt and heard, now stood before her eyes, visible. The first ap-

ition of the kind happened on the 4th of April. She was sitting m

room one evening at twilight, full of affection, t.hinkiniof the sn(fden
death of her mother and her own destroyed happiness, when suddenly a
noise arose in the room, as if the walls were cracking, and tables and chairs.
moving from their places. She looked about her greatly frightened, and
beheld a man of sturdy stature, dark complexion, and wild gesture stand-
ing up before her, and staring at her with flashing eyes. She wanted
to flee but could not stir. Now the man said: “ Why do you disturb me?
Let the dead alone, and live with the living cheerfullyl” She was going to
answer, but was not able to proffer a word and so resigned herself to her
fate  thinking that this was her last moment. At last theform vanished
behind a thick cloud that was formed before it. Caroline at length recov-
ered from her fright and rang for a light; when it was brought, she searched
the whole room gor the cause of the noise and the apparation, but could
discover no trace of it.

The same man 3 in, with similar noises, on the following
days, and she was a% e to rid herself of him only if she kept her presence
of mind so far as to ring for light. Exasperated at that, he once of a
sudden stood up before her and said : “Do not stir, or you shall pay for
it! Henceforth you shall serve me as a voice and I shall tell the people
certain things, at which they will be astonished!” When he thus
spoken, a shudder passed over her and she felt as if he had taken entire
possession of her. Not before twilight, when light was brought, did she
recover her consciousness.

On the following day her father was with her. Whilst she was telling
him what had happened, suddenly the floor cracked, but audible to her
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only. She was frightened and exclaimed: “ Now he comes!” Her father
took her hand and said : “ Be quiet, for I am with you.”

“ ?h. yes, you are the right one!” a gruff voice answered from Caroline’s
mou

“ My child I” the amazed father replied, “ watch what you say; and do
not make fun of me!” —“Fun? of you?’ was ans “you are too
dull for that.”

Rupert stared at his daughter horrified, and was barely able to say;
“Is it you, Caroline, that is speaking thus? fear so to sin! But if another
power 18 ruling in you, I must think that God is visiting me terribly.”

The voice said many other things against father and daughter ; after
an hour it ceased and Caroline was so weakened that she to take tc
her bed for rest.

From that time she lost all her courage, and a reliabe woman was hired
to stay with her day and night. Summer had begun and Judge RnEert.,
on the advice of the physicians, went to a watering place with his daughter,
to strengthen her and to divert her mind by new company and thus to
banish the ¢ spirit ; but all this was without suoccess.

On the 6th of August, when they had returned, a new feature appeared,
which left them in uncertainty if it was a sign of recovery or of an
increase of the evil. Caroline was with her companion in a garden outside
the cix,ewhen she suddenly said: “Dear! What is the matter with me ?
1 see sta.zl-ls in plain dagligh ; Thp:sggh:ll; wash ul htenlo;d,f ing &
relapse into her visionary fits, and pro ey should go home.
leftpt;: Ea.rden, but, on the way home, and even in her room through th'z
ceiling, Caroline still saw the stars.

“ What is going on with me?” she sighed. “ What are these appari-
tions for, if they do not lead me to a end? Ah, I see it clearer every
day, I have deserved it on account of my mother! Why was I not obedient
wier teachings! Why did I allow myself to be ed by the vanity of
the world ! ”

“Be still I” suddenly the voice of the ?irit spoke up out of her mouth,
¢ or I will not let you alone any more! The stars you see are hallucina-
tions of your brain; don't trust them, or — tremble ! ”

Caroline henceforth hardly dared to speak; yea, she was afraid of think-
ing ; for often, at the slightest idea, the spirit was aroused in her and gave
vent to loud imprecations. But the stars did not leave her, and she in-
cessantly gazed at their shining light for relief.

Once when their light was uncommonly bright, a cloud formed around
one of them; the star changed into two eyes and finally into a very lovely

. face which seemed to look consolation and hope to her, but when she ex-
" tended her arms towards it, the face instantly vanished.

She was going to express her joy at the pleasant apparition, when sud-
denly the afflicting spirit spoke out of her and denounced her bitterly.
Caroline had, after a time, become so accustomed to the monster as to
cause her not to fear him so much, nor would she be so greatly weakened
by his action as before. The apparition of the stars and the sweet face
gave her still more courage, and she made up her mind not to obey the
obsessing spirit to the same extent as before, but to act according to her
own conviction and to confide wholly in that sweet presence.

The wicked spirit made a noise at this resolution so dreadful that Caroline
thought the house would fall. But she said: “ I am used to your tricks

-
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and you shall not turn my mind!” At this resolve on her part he
himself again of her voice throwing outthe most violentimprecations.

On the Tth of September, in the forenoon, Caroline again saw the sweet

resence come forth from the clond. She gazed at it unceasingly and

istened for some word or sign from it ; at last she thought she hi these
words: “ Watch, I am going to enter you!” and then she felt a great
motion in her heart, and such a sweetness, that she shed tears of gratitude.
Now the sweet spirit also possessed itself of her speech and with a soft
pleasant voice spoke words of consolation. “Keep me in yourself,” the
voice said, “and do not allow me to be ed by that wicked spirit who
tries to you into perdition.” She hardly said this, when the
other sti and the heart and mouth of the poor young lady thus seemed
to be the battle grounds on which the two spirits contended and struggled
for the mastery. She realized this and finally said with entire resignatlon:
“God’s will be done! in him I trust, and will no more forsake him!”

Judge Rupert who had exhausted all means to heal her, did not longer
trouble her with new treatment ; he did all he could to cheer her up and
relieve her, but left her undisturbed in her unfortunate state. *Itis a dis-

tion of God,” he said, “and as such we must bear it patiently, until

is pleased to release her himself.” He permitted sincere acquaintances
to visit his danghter, because he had noticed that a quiet company was
beneficial to her. Even when the spirits were h&ding conversation
through Caroline, such calls were not interrupted, because the case could
not improve in the opinion of the publie by enforced seclusion and .

One evening the Hofrath (Aulic counsellor) Duprecht with his :"3 e
and daughter were there. The counsellor had long been desirous to satisfy
himself with his own eyes of the truth of the “spook,” of which people
were talking so much. As he formerly had been one of their friends, he
conversed with Caroline in the most friendly way of her disease, and said
Eirits should be shown where they belongot:, namely to the spirit world.

e had hardly said that when Caroline’s was distorted, the pupils of
her eyes were drawn inward, and the fierce spirit raised his voice : —

?. What are you saying, you silly idiot of a counsellor!

. A little politer, please !
?. Polite with you, who is my servant?
. Oh! we are not so far advanced yet.

. Think what you please! I know better.

. See! the spirit does not even deign to give a definition, so sure ig he
of his statements.

Sp. A servant you are! and so much so, that you do not even realize
your state. A companion of mine is ruling in you so safe that he does
not deem it worth while to inform you of it.

C. But now I know, since you have told me.

. To be sure, you know now, but yon do not realize it; and what is
knowing without that? Ha Ha Ha! To be sure, after your death you will
learn to know us, and then we shall hunt you at our leisure.

The counsellor became pale at these words. He thought, “if the
wicked ones hold such discourses, what may the good say of me?” His
desire of asking questions was gone.

“May we not hear also the good spirit ?” the counsellor’s daughter asked.
But the flerce spirit answered “ As long as we have company of my stamp
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here, she cannot approach.” The mother of the girl was frightened and
told the daughter to desist.

An intimate friend of Caroline’s mother called one afternoon: she had
not called since the latter’s death, as the remembrance was too painful to
her; but now a sincere interest in the condition of her friend’s daughter
brought her, in order to satisfy herself of the circamstances and to offer
her comfort and help if possible. When Caroline saw her, tears came to
her eyes and she thus admaed the caller: « Ah, dear friend of my mother,
.do you come to see her unfortunate daughter? O, could you be to me
whatyouweretoher.perhast might be released from my evils! But
for the children of the world, to wiom I have belonged, no friendship

comes ; in misfortune they stand alone and forsaken.”

The lady enco: the patient and assured her that she had as much
affection for her as for her mother. She told Caroline to confide to her
any secret sorrow that might burden her heart ; she would deal with her as
a second mother. Caroline wept aloud at these words ; when she had dried
her eyes and was going tos her eyeballs turned inward and the “good”
spirit begun to with a sweet voice through her mouth: “Help me to
establish myself in her!” Then saddenly Caroline was stirred up, and before
she could rally herself, with a gruff voice the command was uttered :
“ Begone, let me alone!”

The lady was horrified. 'When Caroline had recovered she said quietly -
“You see, in what state I have to live; I am reduced to solitude, for
people are afraid of me in my condition, and see in me a being that no
longer belongs to their company. Ah, could I lie in my grave at my
mother’s side!” ‘

% Calm yourself!” the lady replied ; * the sight of your state has sur-

rised me, but not disheartened. Rely uponme! I shall not forsake you,
but call d&;lg whatever may happen.”

She stayed all the afternoon and a part of the evening, and had once
‘more occasion to hear the spirits. The “good” one seemed to think much of
‘her, but the “wicked’”” one did not like her; but she did not mind them.
Assuring Caroline of her sincere affection, she promised to write to a rela-
tive of hers, a forman miner, who in such cases had often given help.
She did as she had promised, and received answer, that he would as soon as
his duties would permit come to the capital and examine the state of the
patient, and that according to the preliminary communications he had

oEato see the young lady recover.
ides their discourses as described, the bad spirit did all kinds of mis-
chief in the house. Often all the doors were unlocked, clothes carried into
the garden, and garden utensils into the wardrobes.

Once when Judge Rupert was called to his chief of Department, his
uniform could not be found ; he had to pay his visit in his civil suit and to
«excuse himself with the confusion that was ruling in his house. He had
hardly returned when the uniform was found in the garret where they
used to dry their linen.

Another time, when the cook entered the kitchen, all utensils were

ne. She made a loud noise; for she thought they had been stolen.

ut they found everything very skilfully piled up in the woodshed.

One morning, when the cook entered the cellar, she saw a blazing fire.
She was frightened and ran full of terror to the master’s room, as if the
4 gpirit ” she imagined to have seen was at hor heels. After she had dis-
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covered her error and recovered from her fright, she told the cause of it.
They found in the cellar a fire at a place where there could not ensue any
danger. From this circumstance there arose a terrible alarm in the house,
and the servants declared they did not want to stay any longer ; the land-
lord gave warning, because he did not care to see his preperty in constant

. Great affliction followed this accident and Judge Rupert said
alond: ¢“Ah, that death might deliver my daughter from her unhappy
existence, for her own relief and mine!”

The friend spoken of above, heard of the trouble and immediately went to
Caroline to learn the cause of it. She calmed the excited servants, and
requested them to stay at least until her cousin, the miner, should come; who
would be sure to restore everything to a definite order. She also wrote
to him again to accelerate his coming.

[To be continued.]

THE DISENCHANTMENT OF LEANDER.
AN ALLEGORICAL DREAM; BY WALTER KELLY.

T was a shepherd boy herding a flock of sheep, which browsed upon the scanty
herbage, yielded by a volcano’s sulphurous flanks. I had no comrades but my
dog and sheep. My grazing ground was bounded by a wide and rushing river, on
whose farther bank stood a mansion of pure white marble, surrounded by number-
lees flowers and blossoms, and sentinelled, as it were, by a cordon of statunes which
gleamed starlike in the sunshine. Youths and maidens of the fairest aspect wandered
and played among those fairy groves, and often above the rushing of the rapids I
heard the sound of singing and merry laughter. Often as I gazed enrapt at that
unattainable Paradise, some maiden would seem to beckon me across that gulf.

And my heart grew heavier day by day. For where I dwelt, I was prisoned
twixt ice and fire. My naked feet were blistered on the burning marl, my head
and breast were frozen with the cutting cold. Gladly would I have crossed, but
certain death secemed to await that mad adventure. Wide and deep and furious
was that parting stream ; racked and tortured with the coils of giant eddies, with
whirling rings and bursting globes of water; bearing swiftly in its grasp mighty
trees, now buried, now darting into view, from mounds of froth and spray.

But what with loneliness and wild desire my heart was bursting. I addressed
myself at last to the deadly task. I turned my flock back apon the hillside, threw
my crook into the rapids, cast off my sheepekin mantle, kissed my dog good-bye,
offered a prayer to those fair beings of the summer land, and cast myself into that
wide, boiling, somber, whirling flood.

The struggle was long and sore. Once in that dizzy race of waters, I was as
an insect wrestling with a giant. But favored by chance; the vortex seized me,
whirled my body like a stone in a shepherd’s sling, towards that wished for shore.

But here waited a fresh whirlpool of fearful strength and depth. Almost within
arm’s length of the shore, it swept me in its outer ring. And it seemed to me that
if one of those fair youths and maidens would reach me out & hand. they still
might save me. I cried to them and stretched out my arms, but they returned my
imploring glance with & cold and haughty stare, and some answered me —* We
know you not,” or “ What have we to do with thee?” — With a horrible sucking
noise the liquid gullet swallowed me, buried me, vomited me forth, and swallowed
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me again. Three times my spinning body whirled through the inky bowels of
the eddy, three times I was cast out in the draught, and shot suddenly upward
into the blinding sunlight. Bat in the third return to the light I wrestled with
those all-smothering coils, tried every convulsion that despair teaches the limbs of
the lost swimmer — broke through that foaming lip, and half swam, half was
dashed among the rocks of the shallows.

Regaining my breath, I landed and entered those enchanted bowers, unseen by
any eye. I wandered around that marble palace, hidden by the flowering shrub
trying to learn its character. The scales fell from my eyes. I had been self-
deceived. Heavenly fair to outward view, that mansion was within a sepulchre—a
jail—a lazar-house, —a Gehenna filled with souls in torment. And those white-robed
dwellers in that land of sunshine? I spied upon them from the flowery coverts.
Alas, they were not fairies, as I had dreamed, not half divine, nay not half human!
They were djins and satyrs who with foul orgies profaned that leafy Eden. And
those white-gleaming flower-hung statnes, before whose shrines I had seen those
singing bands gather for prayer and sacrifice? Were they the images of Gods and
heroes of being pure and noble, meetest for man to love and worship? Alas! alas!
they were the shameful effigies of all unclean and hateful things!

I looked back to the land I had left, and lo, as if by enchantment, that seemed
not rugged and horrible, but peaceful and well-favored. Upon its outermost cape
sat the only being who had ever loved me with an undivided heart, my faithful dog
who, when he saw me on the farther shore of that impassable gulf, uttered
almost human cries of agony. Sadly and wearily I plunged again into that terri-
ble flood. But my strength was spent, my hope was dead, and the blackness swal-
lowed me.

TWELVE MANNER OF PEOPLE.

NATURE OF THOSE WHOSE BIRTHDAYS OCCUR BETWEEN JUNE 21 AND
JuLy 22.*
o5 (Cancer).

These ts:emom; are at the head of the department of domestic life, and
embody the principles of the home and family. As they belong to the
maternal functions, all the phenomena of the mother’s breast, in its sensa-
tions and uses, are characteristic of persons born in this sign. They are
great lovers of home and family. OX are over-anxious about makin
money and laying up for the future. At the same time industrious an
economical to the extreme, and sometimes miserly.

They are very kind, loving, and sympathetic. Their love nature is their
weakness. They make very kind and loving husbands and wives, fathers
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and mothers. Their whole life is apt to be devoted to their children; so
remarkable is this, that in case the father is born in this sign, the children
will love him more than the mother, thus recognizing the great mother
nature even on the positive side. .

Persons born at this time are exceedingly sensitive to the physical and
mental condition of others. They sometimes appear even eccentric and

eer because of this sensitiveness. Children born at this time are often
3Zstroyed by nurses whose magnetic and mental conditions areexciting and
annoying to their nerve-system ; and it is very frequently the case that the
life force is drawn out of them and they are depleted by others. Children
of this date of birth ought never to be under the care of ladies or nurses
who have passed the menopause. It is noticed that children will some-
times scream, and act as though they were hurt when taken into the arms
of certain persons ; this sensitiveness is nature’s means of self-protection.
Those born in this sign, whether young or old, ought never to associate
with, or be under the care of, persons repulsive to them ; disease, and fre-
quently death, is caused by the failure to heed this law. It will often be
noticed that thosefwhose iixfuenee is very utﬁgleaaa.nt to thex:m will, never-
theless, persist in forcing themselves upon their society, and itis v
difficult to get rid of them: such feed upon and deplete the vitalityez
thosebommthissig;:hoshould be protected against this vampirism,

ially when chil
e children born in Cancer should also have a careful instruction about
the uses and abuses of the sex nature.

In matters of education theﬂ:re lovers of knowledge; but this, in their
case, is largely qualified by planetary conditions. Their minds are very
mechanical, and they usually belong to the manufacturing and trading

of life; but women of this sign incline largely to literature.

Notwithstanding their sensitivene;s,mperaom born in this sign develop,
under proper conditions, a strong ill-power and self-reliance ; they are
persistent in maintaining their innate nature, in executing their plans
and acoomplishing their p It is difficult for them to work under
others: they want to be at the head in their own department of service,
and have a great dislike to be subject to the direction or dictation of other

r8ons.

PeMa.les are apt to be rather quiet and uncommunicative ; but females are
inclined to be talkahm evena‘tl)lrﬂlm' iant in conversation. thic &i

They ought to be in all matters ining to their digestive
organs{ mugthey are liable to inflammatory m, tumors, etc., of the
abdominal region. Ladies should take special care of their breasts while
nursing, fo:egey are liable to have suppuration. Great care should also
be exercised to avoid intimate association with inharmonious companions.
Inharmony in the love relations has a great tendency to develop tu-
morous diseases. Little girls, especially, should be carefully guarded until
they are able to protect ti:mselves, for they are 3nst like sensitive plants.

is nature is produced usually by a strong desire on the part of the
parents for a child, and an active sense as to the pleasures of home, family,
and the domestic relations. )

I now will seek a noble law; unlike the worldly methods known to men, I will
oppoee disease, and age, and death, and strive against the mischief by
ﬂl:euonmen. Buddha.
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THE INHERENT GENIUS.

‘WE realize the need of a series of articles describing the INRERENT GENTUS of
mhl;f mrwnfr.v:hnmmfotrh:norm Thiae.:; will do, l)l Y;;bin the next
number , setting forth many o dangers that is peculiarly liable to meet,
and the real qualities that each will poesees, when in harmony iith the interior
Genius or spiritual soul. As this issue contains the last of the “Twelve Manner
of People” we give the quintessence of the twelve in brief, leaving the elaboration
of each to take the place of the descriptive series concluded in this number. It
must be remembered however, in this series as well as in the “Twelve Manner
of People,” that, while there are the above twelve general divisions, there are
more than 400 million different special characteristics of each of the varied orﬁl-.nic
gualities, and the variety in characters is almost numberless. But as it will be
ound highly valuable to many of our readers to have the general dominating
principle of their nature, we will sum up the general character of each sign in
brief, beginning with the head of the Grand Man, °° (Aries).

March 21 to April 19 % (Aries), Harmony. April19 to May 20 ¥ (Taurus),
Zeal. May 20 to June 21 I jGemini), Intellectual Uses. June 21 to July 22
%5 (Cancer), Maternal Care. July 22 to August 23 & (Leo), The Inner Temple
of God. Alm 23 to September 23 m (Virgo), Will-Power, istry.
tember 23 to ber 22 « (Libra), Psychic C:;f:ctormd r of Know!
October 22 to November 22 M, ( i0), The Healer and of the Life of
the Body. November 22 to December 21 # (Sagittarius), Protector and Prophet.
December 21 to January 20 V3 (Capricorn), Generaliser of Methods of Service.
Januuiy 20 to February 19 2 (Aquarius), Perception of Special Service. Fob-
%2 to March 21 X (Pisces), Understanding, Basic Principles.

ile the above are the leading characteristicts of all persons born between
the dates given, yet each n has in him all qualities answering to the twelve
functional uses of his body, and in the “ Regeneration” (see ¢ Practical Instruo-
tion”’) persons should, as thg are erated into the twelve departments, try
to awaken these qualities in their own body into active life — by usefulness. Bat
while each possesses all, yet they all are held subject, or contributary, to the one
dominant, determined by the period of birth.

The mind that has wisdom will readily see herein the key to many m ies
and methods for wonderful attainments, when provision is made for their utili-
zation to the best advantage, which the masters of *‘The Solar Circle ”” will bring
about in its time. H. E. BuTLER.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF EATING.

Growth and waste and repair go on in a nearly uniform way the whole year
through, but the amount of food necessary for these operations is surprisingly small.
The generation of bodily heat requires & more variable quantity of food. In
winter, with the temperature of the external air at zero, the temperature of the
blood in healthy persons is 98.3 deg., and when the heats of summer drive the
mercury of the thermometer near to or above that mark, the blood still registers
98.3 deg. The marvelous mechanism by which this uniform blood tem is
maintained at all seasons, it is not necessary to consider, but it must be evident
to everyone that the force needed to raise the temperature of the whole bodfv to
nearly 100 deg. in winter is no lon%sr needed in summer. The total amount of food
needed for repair, for growth and for heating, physiology teaches us, is much less
than is generally imagined, and it impresses us with the truth of the great surgeon
Abernethy’s saying, that ‘“one-fo of what we eat keeps us; the other three-
fourths we keep at the peril of our lives.” In winter we burn up the surplus
food with a limited amount of extra exertion. In summer we get rid of it Liter-
ally at some extra risk to health and, of course, to life. We cannot burn it. Our
vital furnaces are banked, and we worry the most important working organs with
the exertion of removing what had better never have taken into the stomach.




1888.] Swedenborg. 85

SWEDENBORG AS A «WITNESS.”

A pivotal epoch in the life of the race is never without its witness, as written of
John “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.” Now this same Lord when he had come made frequent
reference to a future time, a “second coming.” His kingdom not being of this
world, it was necessary that He should “ go hence,” yet He promised that when
He was ascended He would send the “ Comforter,” and in the fulness of the age
“ come again” in a manner that would fill the kingdoms of this world with the
tight of His presence. It was the dawning or early manifestation of this event
of which Swedenborg claims he was called of the Lord to be a witness. The old Age
and Chureh he declared had come to an end and was passing through judgment
in the spiritual world, and a New Heaven was formed of all those who could
receive the Lord as the God of heaven and earth, such alone being in spiritual
states which fitted them to receive His light and life in a more immediate and per-
fect manner. This inaugurated a sifting and re-arrangement of the spirit world,
dissolving arbitary combinations, restoring and bestowing liberty in its higher and
truer sense; deposing self constituted hierarchies; and as, the “above” controls
the “below,” as a consequence, clearing the atmosphere of the earth, thus not only
preparing the way for higher breath and invernal openness, but absolutely inaugur-
ating and illustrating the new poesibilities by a witness and revelator.

‘When we consider that the past hundred years have been characterized by a
measure of progress and general enlightenment equalling, if not surpassing, that of
the previous thousand years, it offers strong circamstantial evidence of the reality
of the occurrencies of which Swedenborg bears witness. Furthermore evidences
of spiritual openness have multiplied until many things indicate, if not the restitu-
tion of a lost sense, then, certainly the calling forth of a new one, until that which
has been rare and exceptional, in prophets and seers, promises to speedily become
the normal state of the race.

The kingdom of heaven is a kingdom of spirtit and we are advised that it exists
within and but awaits germinal unfoldment, and, as this unfoldment advances, as
spiritaal openness comes to be experienced, mankind will more and more under-
stand the significance and also appreciate the importance of the work Swedenborg
performed. Whatever views may be entertained regarding his theological doe-
trines, the great fact of his spiritual openness remains, and of the vast extension
which this implies to the natare and powers of man, so that by the exercise of a
similar openness men will in time be able to perceive and affirm the truth of his
utterances, or discover wherein he has mistaken appearance for realities, if sach
cases exist.

Writing of miracles, Swedenborg remarks, “Instead of miracles, there has
taken place, at the present day, an open manifestation of the Lord himself, an in-
tromission into the spiritual world and, with it, illumination by immediate light from
the Lord in whatever relates to the interior things of the dvhurch, but principally
an opening of the spiritual sense of the Word, in which the Lord is present in his
own Divine light. ese revelations are not miracles, because every man, as to
his spirit, is in the spiritual world, without separation from his body in the natrral
wor;zn As to myself, indeed, my presence in the spiritual world is attended “sith
a certain separation, but only as to the intellectual part of my mind, not ac tu the
w?lwnlrrh This manifestation of the Lord, and intromission into the epiritual

is more excellent than all miracles ; but it has not been granted to any one
sinee the creation of the world, as it has been to me. The men of the golden age,
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indeed, conversed with angels; but it was not granted to them to be in any other
light than what was natural. To me, however, it has been granted to be in both
spiritual and natural light at the same time ; and hereby I have been privileged
to see the wonderful things of heaven, to be in company with angels, just as I am
with men, and at the same time to pursue truths in the light of truth, and thus to
perceive and be gifted with them, consequently to be led by the Lord.”

His statement that the manifestation experienced by him was in its nature such
as had “not been granted to any one eince the creation of the world” may at first
thought appear egotistic and extravagant, but this is wholly consistent with the idea
of progress on the part of the race, and would be but a fulfillment of the special
mission of the Christian dispensation ; that which was a matter of manifestation to
the externals of the people of the golden age had become internal to this age, which
has a twofold capacity, that is of being in both natural and spiritual light at one
and the same time. As the reader becomes familiar with the natare of Sweden-
borg he will realize that such statements do not arise from any idea on his part of
a supposed excellence or superiority, but rather that the time had come for
the realm of spirit to be revealed and it had pleased the Lord to prepare him for
such a work. Many testimonials are extant which bear evidence of the innate
modesty and utter absence of anything of an egotistic nature on his part. We
introduce one of these, but the selection is determined rather by its brevity and
availability than by any superiority above others. Itis the statement of Dr.
Hampé, the preceptor of George I. of England. He says:

“T have had the honor of being fmq:::.tly admitted to Swedenborg’s company,
when in London, and to converse with him on various points of learning, and I
will venture to affirm that there are no iu'u of mathematical, philosophical, or
medical knowledge, nay, I believe I might justly say, of human literature, to
which he is in the least a stranger ; yet so totally insensible is he of his own merit,
that I am confident he does not know that he has any; and as he himself some-
where says of the angels, he always tarns his head away on the slighest encomium.”

Swedenborg was practically a vegetarian, and from the commencement of his
illamination was very particular as to his diet ; and his Diary contains many refer-
ences to his food and to the spiritual association which various kinds of nutriment
induced, yet notwithstanding his care in this respect he was on several occasions
admonished by his spiritaal attendants not to eat so much. Hoe states in his work
on Heaven and Hell that much of the anxiety, grief of mind, and interior sadness
with which man is afflicted originates from this cause, as he is thereby brought
into spiritual association with spirits of a debased class. Concerning killing
and eating flesh he says of the people of the most ancient time, “that they on
no account ate the flesh of beast or fowl, but only grain, especially bread made of
wheat, also the fruits of trees, pulse, milk, and what is produced from milk, as but-
ter. To kill animals and to eat their flesh, was to them unlawful, and seemed as
something bestial ; and they were content with the uses and services which they
rendered, as appears also from Genesis chap. I. 29, 30. But in succeeding times,
when men began to grow fierce as a beast, yea fiercer, then first they began to
kill animals, and to eat their flesh.”

Considering the age in which he lived and the peculiar nature of Swedenborg’s
writings, he enjoyed a remarkable immunity from persecution or even se-
vere criticiam, but on the occasion of his last visit to Stockholm, shortly prior to
his death and when he was already over 80 years of age, he found the peace had
been broken and some copies of his Conjugial Love, which he had sent to Sweden
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for distribution among his countrymen had been seized. This led to some perse-
cution, in which he was nobly and unexpectedly defended in the Consistory by one
of its members, Dr. Beyer, who rose and gave his bold and honest testimony in
favor of Swedenborg. He said: “Convinced by experience, I must in the first
place observe that no man is competent to give a just and suitable judgment on
those writings, who has not read them; or who has read them superficially, or
with a determination in his heart to reject them, after having perused, without
examination, some detached parts only; neither is he competent, who re-
jects them as soon as he finds anything that militates against those doctrines which

has long cherished and acknowledged as true, and of which perhaps he is but
too blindly enamored; nor is he competent, who is an ardent, yet, undiscrimi
ting biblical scholar, who, in explaining the meaning of the Scriptures, confines
his ideas to the  literal expression or signification only: and, lastly, neither is he
competent, who has altogether devoted himself to sensual indulgences, and the love
of the world.” He then entered into the details of the New Church doctrine, and
concluded in these words: “In obedience, therefore, to your Majesty’s command,
that I should deliver a full and positive declaration respecting the writings of Swe-
denborg, I do acknowledge it to be my duty to declare, in all humble confidence,
that as far as I have proceded in the study of them, and agreeably to the gift
granted to me for investigation and judgment, I have found in them nothing but
what closely coincides with the words of the Lord himself, and that they shine
with a light truly divine.” :

TRANSFORMATION OF MATTER.

Matter in its manifold mutations often disappears from our vision; but it reap-
pears, or can be made to reappear, as palpable to our senses as before. If a piece
of silver be put into nitric acid, a clear and colorless liquid, it is rapidly disolved,
“and we see it nomore.” The solation may be mixed with water and apparently
no effect is produced. Thas, in a pail of water we may disolve $50 worth of silver,
not a particle of which can be seen. Not even the chemist, unless he should ap-
ply certain tests to detect its presence, would by merely looking at the liquid,
guess what hidden wealth it contained. Other metals, as we know can be treated
in similar ways with the same result. When charcoal and other substances are
burned they disappear as completely, no visible ashes. even, being left from the
combustion. In fact, every material which is visible, can, by certain treatment,
be rendered invisible. Matter which in one state or condition is perfectly opaque,
and will not permit a ray of light to pass through it, will in another form become
perfectly transparent. o cause of this wonderful change in matteris utterly
inexplicable. Philogophers may say that it is due to some alteration in the position
or arrangement of atoms or molecules; but atoms and molecules, however confident
we may be concerning their existence and the laws that govern their mutual attract-
ions and repulsions, are absolutely beyond the reach of our senses. We may see
the substances they form, we may guess at changes they undergo; but we cannot
see them or do anything more than guess what they realli are. We do know,
- however, that matter is indestructible—or, at least, that we have no evidence that
it can be destroyed. The substances dissolved in water or burned in the air are
not annihilated or lost; by certain well known means they can be recovered and
restored to sight; some in exactly the same state as before their invinibility, others
in some other state or condition in which we none the less surely recognize them.
On the brightest and sunniest day, millions of tons of black charcoal in an invisible
condition are floating in the air. Millions of plants are at the same time restoring
it to visible form by the chemical processes going on in the tiny laboratory of ev
leaf that expands in the sunshine, In the course of time the leaf, or the wood it
elaborates by its delicate alchemy, may be burned; and this cycle of change may
go on indefinitely, the matter becoming visible and invisible again and again.

Popular Science News.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

“Tee PERFECT WAY” i8 giving great satisfaction, and the demand for
the same increases. We are in-constant receipt of appreciative testimony
regarding it. 'We print in this issue a letter from Parker Pillsbury speak-
ing highly in its praise.

Ar the suggestion of numerous subscribers we have changed the page of
TeE EsoTERIC from two narrow columns to one broad. There seems to be
a division of opinion and custom in this respect, but it is our desire to meet
the tastes and views of our readers in such matters.

THis is a good time to interest your friends in TEE EsoTEric and
have them commence the new volume. We have printed an extra quan-
tity of this issue to enable us to send sample copies to interested parties,
and we would earnestly solicit our readers to send us the names of all per-
sons who they think will appreciate the same.

“SoLAR BroLogY” is steadily growing in favor and demand, and a
third edition will soon be necessitated. While in reality easy to master,
as to its basic principles and their application to the diversities of nature
and character, yet it opens such a broad field of collateral research, that
many are inquiring as to the best method of its study. Therefore a line
of suggestive instruction will be commenced in our next issue.

WE have had an unexpected call for back numbers, and are oconstantly
being asked if we can supply the same. Fortunately, we have from the
start printed THE EsSOTERIO from stereotype plates and have consequently
been enabled, as required, to reprint exhausted numbers, so that any or all
of them can still be had. Those desiring the complete set will do well to
order the bound volume at $2.00, or the set can be had in pamphlet form
for $1.50. Single copies, to replace those lost or damaged, will be supplied
at 15 cts. each.

THERE were a few instances in the first volame where advertising pages
inadvertently got numbered and counted. We shall guard against this
for the coming year, and to make the bound volume No. 1 complete we
have prepared additional reading to be inserted in place of such pages. Those
sending their copies to us to be bound will consequently reap the benefit
of this provision. New matter is supplied for page 96 September num-
ber ; pages 133, 134, 185 and 186, October number; page 214 December,
and 802 February. Our price for binding and return postage is 75 cts.

WE greet our subscribers and readers with the first number of the seo-
ond volume, and take occasion to thank that numerous portion, who have
go promptly sent in their renewals. There are still others to hear from,
and we anticipate and shall appreciate their early response. We shall be
loth to part with any who have made the start with us, asthe goal of our
mutual aspirations is coming to stand out with greater distinctness, and
the prize is always to those who persevere to the end.
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Too many correspondents take it for granted, having written us once,
that their address on subsequent letters is not essential. They would save
us much trouble and insure despatch and safety for their orders by giving
their address in full in each letter. Again where orders are scattered through
the body of long letters, there is more liability to errors and delay than
when given at the commencement or close of the letter. DBetter still
where long communications are sent, write the order on a separate piece of
paper and it can then be passed to the order department at once, while the
communication takes its turn with the corresponding clerks.

THOUGHTS ON LABOR AND DESIRE.

To cause labor to be performed with zest there must be some pleasur-
able idea associated there-with; either the exercise itself must be the occa-
sion of pleasurable sensations, or there must be some desirable object to be
obtained, as the sustenance of parents, wife, or children. Necessity is the ordi-
nary spur to effort, but labor under the lash and goad of necessity isas
cies of slavery and this it is that constitutes the so-called * curse.” Wﬁee.
need to seek the springs of inspiration which makes our “ reasonable ser-
vice” a “labor of love.” 13

‘We are placed in this world as co-operatorsin a divine purpose. Crea-
tion in detail is delegated to man; he takes the substance wiere God left it,
and becomes the hands and feet of creative purpose.

Man’s work being a matter of extension and detail, knowl is essen-
tial, and therefore he should come to regard knowledge in its higher sig-
nificance ; there should be meditation and aspiration as well as practical

ing. And as knowledge is the result of the world’s exper-
iment and experience, we can herein be greatly aided by good books; for
we should not be 8o conceited as to ignore the service that other lives have
rendered. It would certainly be a waste of time if the captain of a vessel
should stop to make his own sounding and chart of every harbor he entered.
Certain work can be done once and for all, and its results tabulated.

Again the navigator when out of sight of land gets his bearing from obser-
vations of heavenly bodies and thus learns his latitude and longitude, and de-
termines how to lay his course for the desired port. He does not sail at ran-
dom, taking whatever course the wind may indicate. So, too, in the vo
of life we need to find our latitude and longitude by heavenly, or internal o
servations. We are not here to drift through life, but to pursue some clear-
ly defined course. The development of capacity and character is the real
purpose of life. Money-getting is but incidental, although the latter is at pres-
ent the main-spring and engrossing pursuit. Yet even with this class
we often find some well defined side-interest of an educational and useful
character. Indeed every life may and should have some problem, some
pursuit or purpose outside of mere bread-winning, and as the foundation of
this life is ?ormed in “desire” we should as the first consideration aim to
quicken or acquire new desires, higher inspirations; for then truly and
then only isone fitted to grapple wisely with this vast problem of life, and
to make swift and sure ro'ﬁ:as in the direction mapped out. To those
who earnestly desire, “afl ings are possible,” and 1f they add faith to
desire they may even say unto this mountain “be thou removed” and
straight-way the thing is accomplished. Let us then lay hold of the
probfem of life with right desire, faith, and earnestness.
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A MASTER TRUE.

There came to earth a Master true,
No love of self had he!

Most freely giving of his life
That earth true love might see.

To casual sight but slight would seem
The diff’rence, these loves two;

But vast indeed the gulf that yawns
When we their contrasts view.

In sérving self we stand alone,
No angel by our side;

But when we seek another’s good,
Heaven’s gates then open wide.

Now if unselfish service thus
Heaven’s guiding hosts array, —
‘When all shall segk each other’s 5:0&
Most bright will gleam earth’s day.
J. LaTHAM.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Dran EsorERIO: —
We read in your different numbers, “Think ¢n the feet,” also, “Think ith the
spinal cord,” also, “Think from the Aead,” Think from the Solar Plexus.”
(1)? Now, how can we think from, with and in these various portions of our
)

(2) Some do not understand what is meant by Solar Plexus. A Theosophist
asked me if I understood what was meant by it.

(3) Insitting for Light and Understanding, if we use the form as given in
May nnmbernZlni—w, why is it we a.reseiztlngvith peculiar sensations in the tem-
gﬁew_ithpmme? on the top of the head, often a feeling of restlessnees followed by

wsiness

The palms of hands and soles of feet burn as if placed on heated plates and we
are obliged to raise them to cool off. Isthis as it should be?

This morning in conversation with a brother Theosophist, he very stnngez
told me of Ais sensations in the head which agreed with mine, hence I determin
to ask of you some information regarding it.

Respectfully, Mzs. M. C. M.
PHILADELPHIA.

(1) The German mystic was wise in his method of teaching; for if he explained
the law and all about it, the student would never attain the goal. The act of find-
ilﬁ out the mystery of the brain powers in the several functions was and is the
only way of attaining it. But the method of transferring the mental consciousness
to any brain centre in the body, is given, though in its incipient stages, in the arti-
cle page 412, May number of THE ETOTERIC. Solar Biology gives us the keys
tothiasaying;ituhomthementﬂc;uﬂityofev part of the person, as well as
of the “Grand Man of the heavens;” and it is ::ﬁ known in anatomy that there
are nerve plexuses and grey matter identical with the brain in each of those or
gans mentioned by Kernni:gl. The object is to get the studeut to think about
these organs until the life will be concentrated in them sufficient to enable one to
use the various brain organs at will. But when we are regenerated into all these
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varied functions, then we can make them all perfect and put them in harmony
with each other. It will also be found that when we can abstract our consciousness
enough to leave the body and go out at will, it is easy also to leave the cranium
and descend in our consciousness into any and all parts of the body.

(2) The same nerve centre as referred to in any authentic work on anatomy,
where it is also called the epigastric plexus.

(3) Because there are powers within and without that would gladly hold you in
continued darkness and bondage tothe senses. And if persons practice that with-
out having complied with the prescribed rules in previous articles,and also the article
you refer to, th? may awaken to the distressing fact that an ¢ elemental ”’ has

itself of their brain and will not leave. But if you have made the cove-
nant of giving all to God, and are conquering generation in the flesh, then the Mas-
ter’s power is all sufficient to protect you from any inconvenience further than the
physical sensations, and that but for a short time.

The heat in the palms of the hands and feet is all right, especially for one born
between April 19 and May 20, in the Solar sign Taurus, or Oet. to Nov. 23d
inthosigns'e:ﬁpio;thst will cease when the fire flame appears before the ego:t
It would be to have all the clothes as loose and cool as possible, and the
and hands bare, or as nearly so as circumstances will permit.

' CORRESPONDENCE.

Detroit, May 22, 1888.
Esorerio PusLisaiNg Co.
Gentlemen,

» I am simply charmed with your
Magazine, and can hardly wait its appearance, month by month. I like it better
than anything that has come into my hands for a long time. It is not merely cal-
culated to gratify the curiosity-hunter or the seeker for novelty, but administers
the most useful lessons to those who seek for truth. To any one who labors in
religious or spiritual fields of effort it.is simply invaluable.

Very Truly Yours,
REv.J. WM. AsHMAN.

THE PERFECT WAY.

Mz. Eprror.—It seems to me your Publishing Company could not have done
our materialistic age a better service than has been done in reproducing at most
reasonable prices TAE PERFEOT WAY, OR THE FINDING OF CHRIST. Could the
work have sale equal to its merits; and would the people, young and old, not only
read and study, but understand it, and live in its I.i'giht and spirit, the long
millennium would soon dawn on our darkness and shine full orbed in beauty and
glory over the habitable globe. And I heartily subscribe to your wish that ‘“those
who feel that they cannot afford the means to purchase, nor time to read many
books, will make “The Perfect Way” one of their first choice.” Your price is
two dollars; mine, the London edition, was five dollars, and to me was well worth
the money.

Sometimes it seems to me the Christ of our day and nation is hardly worth the
search. To preach the Christ of the Four Gospels is not the object of our search as
a people; though we boast the highest place in the christian empyrean. We wor-
ship Mammon with a devotion scarcely paralleled in ancient or modern time. We
planted Slavery in the very soil and hour with our Liberty Tree, and nourished and
cherished it till the Infinite Forbearance would brook it no longer and smote it
down to destruction, pursued by worse than Egypt’s plagues! War and preparation
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for war have been astaple occupation with us since we became a nation. Qur
first choice for chief magistrate has been a warrior, a man of blood, a human de-
stroyer whenever one such was to be had. Martial valor is presumed to be virtue,
patriotism, statesmanship, every political gift and grace, regardless of all our pre-
tensions to “Civil Servics Reform” as preliminary to taking office. In 1886, we,
as a government, authorized the brewing, distilling and importing of over seven
hundred and fifteen million gallons of intoxicating liquors; in the same year were
licensed almost two hundred thousand persons to sell in saloons, by the glass or
drink, all that our poor besotted homanity conld buy or bear. In 1887, on our
own brewed and distilled intoxicants, we collected as toll, or revenue, more than
eighty seven millions and eight hundred thousand dollars. The foreign importa-
tion tariff swelled that vast amount to many, many millions morel Sodo gov-
ernment workers share in the profits as well as the guilt and crime of the business!

Legal voters, men, not women, elect presidents and Congressmen, not Congress-
women, to do work like this, and they doit. The government enacts and supports,
the church sustains and sanctifies by solemn sermon, prayer and participation, the
whole abomination, — Slavery while it continued, and War and Intemperance to
the p}'esent hour! and will do so, only the gods can tell how long, in the years to
come!

Need we wonder, Mr. Editor, that so few are interested to “find the Christ” of
such a church? Can we regret that the number is not more? How little cares such
3 %h?rch of the Gospels, of the “lesson on the Mount,” and of the Evangelist

o

So let us on with Tex EsoTERIO, and with it, ¢ The Perfect Way or the Find-
tng of the Christ,” —the Christ, learned as well as fo in the Perfect Way.

PARKER PILLSBURY.

Coxcorp, N. H,
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THOUGHTS ON MEMORY.

Many there are who feel the loss of memory at this time, and wonder
why ? There is a combination of reasons for this. First, a remembrance
is always effected by means of a strong, vivid impression made upon the
senses and the mind unitedly ; the stronger the impression the more last-
ing is the memory. There is no difficulty to remember great losses, and
sad accidents; it is the more trivial matters that are hard to recall. Now we
are in an age of railroads and electricity, and the minds of the people are in
a proportional hurry ; an ordinary business man has more things to think
of in one day’s works than the man of a hundred years ago had in seven
days. Men have to learn to pass rapidly from one thing to another, they
have to mind multifarious things of interest that can have only a passing
instant’s attention: and therefore the impressions made must be quickly
obliterated or “ pigeon holed ” to avoid confusion with the next. In other
words, we have to learn, by constant practice, to dispose quickly of prior im-
preseions in order to be clear minded for the constant coming new; so that
in a measure forgetfulness is the necessity of the age. The blacksmith who
learnt twonty-one languages and retained them all, had nothing to distract
his mind ; the mechanical routine only aided to hold his senses and con-
centrate his mind on the one thing. If memory is the result of the in-
tensity of impression made upon the senses, the person living most in the
physical senses has the most vivid memory of events, names, numbers and
external things.

The only memory thathas any chance for culture in the ordinary sphere
of business life is that of habit. To be thorough in all minutise of business,
one must give one’s entire self to it without reserve; then the polarity of
all the consciousness is in that one channel ; and the high state of develop-
ment of our age has produced in men an *intuitive memory,” that is, the
interior, or soul powers, being highly unfolded and forced to serve in the
external business world, are so accute that they act without the conscious
volition of the person. For instance the street car conductor in the large
cities gets so much in the habit of handling change that he scarcely ever
looks at the money received, the intelligence being so concentrated in the
touch that he moves automatically. The business man who is meeting and
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serving the hundreds of persons daily, gets so concentrate in mind
and habit on business that he knows intuitively, as soon as he sees a per-
son, what he wants and how to deal with him. If it is in a constantly
changing business, the same interior intuitive brings everything to the mind
in its time and order.

Men are being absorbed and lost in their pursuits, so that the habit in
large cities of calling every man by his pursuit is not so far wrong; for
when a man gives his whole mind to any vocation for seven years, the
business and the man are one. So when we speak of *‘the banker,” the
merchant, the lawyer, or even the coal-man, the butcher, or baker, we are
correct ; for that 1s all they are. Their mind being all in that sphere they
know things about it that, if analyzed from a purely intellectual stand-
point, would be as wonderful as clairvoyance, thought-transference, or
the psychic collection of knowledge of which the person knew nothing
before. Let the business man watch those wonderful freaks of mind that
are of daily and sometimes hourly occurrence, and are thought nothing of
because so common. Such minds form a habit of forgetfulness, and drill
their mind into the habit of RECOLLECTION by means of alliance and as-
sociation, so that the strange phenomenon of the mind we call habit, works of
its own accord, — the same as the hand of the mechanic will do the most
intricate work without any thought or even attention, work that one un-
experienced could not do by the most careful attention. From this we
can form some idea of the power of habit.

Another cause of forge ess is in the mental influence pervading our
planet at this time. The planet Uranus is now in o (Aries), the part of
the ecliptic that governs the brain and intellectual faculties. Its influ-
ence is spiritnal ; and as it revolves on its axis in the direction opposite to
that of the other planets, its effect is to separate the tendencies of the
mind from the ordinary habits of thought and turn them toward the spirit-
ual sciences. This, of course, obstructs the mind to that extent that the
most clear-headed thinkers will often find that, at times, the brain refuses to
act and they find themselves in a blank, sometimes staring vacantly into

e. Its effect is also seen in the interest now manifest in spiritual and
occult subjects. Even our novels and newspapers are abounding with them,
and as the mind takes hold of those subjects, they cause us to consider all
material things as of little import, and to do whatever we have to do with
as little real interest as possible ; and the high ideal that is ever active in
the mind of all, causes any present subject to make but little impression
upon them and, of course, is immediately forgotten. This is a necessity to
those who are making spiritual attainments; the memories of the past are
like a dark cloud obscuring the inner vision,—as Paul said, ¢ leaving the
things that are behind, and pressing on toward that which is set before us.”

There is a science of memory to be found in the law of order, which
law governs all things belonging to growth. This law of intuitively re-
membering is developed first by having and keeping a definite place
for everything; then habit will always instruct the intellect where to find
the thing. This habit of external order will aid the mind in maintainin
mental order, which is an absolute necessity to all wishing to accompli
anything in a material way and much more so in spiritual things. Order
is the master mechanic in creation. Look at the forms of trees, plants,
leaves and blossoms, what beautiful order in their diversity | Then practice
orderly thought by not taking anything for certain, until you can, not
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only know that it is so, but know why it is so, and of what use it is in the
great work-shop of God. Thus you will get an orderly understanding of
principles and laws. That done we find our-selves in harmony with
all nature, haﬁ%eeoome into its order; then every faculty of the mind
works perfectly without the slightest friction. We will then see the
pivotal center, expressible in the one ancient word “Yahveh,” which means
the infinite universal WiLL. All action, as well as the opposite, inertia,
is by its power: then that will is the power of the univ and also the
microcosmic mind, and all things are the expression of that mind. This
carries us from the central power—the Will—out into the expanse of phys-
ical expression in a planet, and we can go from that to systems of worlds.

Then, in order to aid you in recalling the trivial affairs of this life, make
a simple di of a number of squares, by drawing a horizontal and
a perpendi line; then place in square a figure representing different
numbers or letters of the alphabet ; then call, say, No. 2 a special place for
one class of articles you wish to remember, No. 8 another, No. 4 again
another, and so on as many as yonhave. Then keep that paper near you,
and every time you place something in either of these places, look at the
paper and mdpress the number in which you put it on your mind. The
same will hold good in different classes of study and every de; ent of
life. You will not be necessitated to keep the paper long, before you
can see it in your im:gi.nation and place the article to the number allotted ;
and when you want the article, up the diagram before your mind and
look over the numbers, and the habit-consciousness will discern the one
needed.

If an article has been lost or misplaced,sit down quietly, close your
eyes and go back over all the ways you went before missing the article; go
into every place in the imagination, and you will find it. This method of
applying the law of order to memory may be employed in every thing we
do; and the more we practice these few simple rules, the more proficient
we become by this imaginary retrospection. We can, after being in a
house, not having taken much notice of anything in it, return to it in the
mind, and see and even count articles in a room, as we can count the strokes
of a clock after it has stopped striking. This same habit will aid us in
getting freedom for the “Astral body,” so that we can go in our own con-
sciousness, see and know that which we had never seen or known, con-
verse with persons far away and many other (to us) marvelous powers.
The human mind is a wonderful instrument, and when we form the habit
of concentration and, for the. time, separation from the senses, many

astonishing powers will be
H. E. BoTtLER.

THE HIGHER BREATH.
A LEAF FROM THE TREE OF LIFE.

A wise Man of our Age has said, “ Man abides in his breaths ; he per-
sists and endures by his breaths; he is in the freedom of his purpose and
of his reason by his breaths, he is in the fire and vigor of his passions by
his breaths; and the egoistic mankind is now knit up for its corporeal
existence in the complex breath of inversive society.”

In the old breathing of the Race its evils dwell, as the soul dwells in
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the body, and the depravity is universal and all-pervading. Moral quali-
ties impart to physical objects their specific elements. Each moral evil,
passing into act, loses its latent, and assumes its positive character. The
human flesh therefore reeks with a moral-natural taint. It pours its
effluvia through the homes, the surroundings of the race. Conditions are
transmitted to offspring; therefore the bodies of our babes hold the seeds
of ancestral plagues. Moral qualities are finitely imperishable, therefore
the corruption of tea thousand generations loads the effete substance of
the globe. 'We are unconscious of it because habituated to it. Why was
the gentle Nazarene a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief? Be-
cause he was bowed under the pressure of these world-mountains of deprav-
ity. Why do men of fine spirituality cry, in all ages, “Who shall deliver us
from the body of this death?’ Because they see that the concrete physical
nature of man is gangrened with decay. Why is the friendship of the wealthy
libertine, with defiled interiors, socially welcomed and courted? Because
the best are half paralyzed by the magnetism of evil. Why do so many
cultured men make a jest of impieties and uncleannesses? Because there
is that within them which has affinity with the lusts. The noblest spirits,
deepest versed in self-knowledge, testify that the balance of their life in-
clines to evil, from which they are only held by the eternal solicitation of
the spirit in the will. Towards each man comes rolling the ocean of the
general depravity with loud swells like those of the Atlantic ever beating
on his shores. Such is the outcome of eighteen centuries of Christianism.
The faculties which man wassure to pervert have been temporarily eclipsed,
until such time as Divine restorative powers might be let down into the
world.

Christ came into the world and left his spirit in the bosom of a great
body of believers. They soon chilled as the earth chilled at the close of
the tertiary era. Belts of heavenly bloom, that once wove their laughing,
fragrant circles to the poles, contracted with the growing cold of Ages, till
winter led its squadrons to the very equator. As, after this geologic frost
epoch, the earth reacted against its chill, so even now the frost epoch of
Christendom begins to melt under the first beams of a directer sun. The
breath of God plays upon the bosom, and the divine fire bursts forth to
dissipate the moral tertiary cold. Christ’s voice went forth, while yet
incarnate, piercing the bosom of time with the prophecy “If I go, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself.” He receded into the clouds of
mystery, and now that cloudy curtain parts, and the soft, sweet breathings
of his spirit, inflowing and blending with the respirations of his children,
declare the promise verified, the prophecy fulfilled. Many, through
the opened heavens of the spirit, behold Him coming in power and great
glory. He who lives in the breath of his Maker dwells in the open secret
of his work.

Swedenborg, in his natural experience, was an illustration of the fact
of openrespiration in its earlier stages; while in his writings he clearly sets
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forth the nature of the respirations which existed in the ancient Golden
and Silver ages, and shows that the delage of Noah, involving far more
than a mere material cataclysm, was a flood of the crass and crude atmos-
pheric elements which overwhelmed the ancient breathings of the world,
The pre-noachian respirations are now to be restored to man.

The new Age is ushered in by the new breath. It is the breath not of
Deity without, but of Deity in humanity that begins to renovate the hu-
man constitution. It sweeps on in majestic cycles, at every stage dissipa-
ting sordors, casting out plagues, reducing jarring elements to order, solidi-
fying and powerfully vitalizing the frame.

‘We do not breathe of ourselves; there is & vast power beyond our finite-
ness that gives breath. By the effort of the up-gathered being, if we seek
to enter that Unknown Presence, He will breathe into us while we are
gathered there. Man is born by many births. There is a physical par-
turition; the babe is brought forth into the bosom of nature, and the
lungs open to inhale her airs. There is a second parturition possible for
man; nature lifts us up to the All-Father that His breath may enter us. We
then breathe again respiring in God, and as he gives Himself in the in-
flowing life, which imparts tothe lungs new motions, we experience the
facts of a super-sensual existence. The “Unknowable” is willing to demon-
strate who and what He is, by imparting His own bosom life, descending
into and up-lifting the whole respiratory structure, in response to our whole
hearted seeking. There is a world of plenary life, beyond the realm of
the corporeal. It inaugurates a new era, bringing down the moral into
the plane of the sensational. We feel consciously buoyed up and sus.
tained between two atmospheres, one of ether bearing in its currents the life
of nature; the other of spirit, impulsing the soft joy, the penetrating force.
the vivifying essence of heaven. We are as conscious of His action whom
science discovers not, and criticism finds not, as the sentient Earth
might be of the existence of the Ocean when its tides come rolling in upon
the shore.

When the Infinite descends, so to speak, from the heights of Being
above consciousness, and literally gives Himself to us by the procession of
His Life into our own, through asuper-sensual breathing; when the heaven-
1y respirations absolutely inflow, and open their way into the natural lungs,
bringing each breath we draw into the circulations of the Divine Love and
‘Wisdom; it is more than as if a Supernal Teacher walked the earth; it is
more than as if the apparently dead were revived in our presence. There
is in every act of true spiritual worship a wedding in the breast; the
heavenly sliding down into the bosom of the earthly atmosphere, and im-
pregnating it with its own eternal qualities. This is the great point of dis-
tinction, but the point is the center of a universal circle.

The stately industries of the future are in travail to be born. Preach-
ing, praying, rites, fasts, pageants rose into their prominence to meet the
wants of a barbaric age. They helped to subdue the passions, awe the
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brutalities, and unveil a spiritual realm which the mind, depressed into
corporeality, saw at best but dimly, brokenly, and as in a dream. But
when men dwell bodily, encompassed by the living breath of heaven, the
merely natural use of the ceremony, the rite, the religious service, the
ecclesiastical ministration is over, and the era of polemics is at its end.
Something more is needed than memorized knowledge, kindly sentiments,
and the propaganda of creeds. Prelacies, papacies, and synods become out-
worn, as men are illumined by the Breaths of the Infinite Beatitudes.

‘When the divine breaths have so pervaded the nervous structures that
the higher attributes of sensation begin to waken from their immemorial
torpor, and to react against disease, asixth sense is as evident as hearing is
to the ear, or sight to the organ of vision. Names it has many, according
to its qualities. A living, sensitive garment, without spot or seam, it is
distributed through the entire frame and invests the form of the universal
sensations. Let us call it here the sense of chastity. God is the Infinite
Chastity. As He is the All-powerful, the All-merciful,s0is He the All-chaste.
‘We shrink from fuller expression. To cast these high conceptions upon
the stream of the world’s thought, is like throwing a wreath of white lilies
upon the black current of a sewer.

When the fire-breaths of the spirit begin to permeate the tissues of the
organism, man’s life becomes the real Apocalypse. The valors, magnanim-
ities, chastities we cultivate, become new organic forms in the re-created
organism. It is to those who hold, constitutionally, a fund of the prime
vitality, that the new respiration comes; to those, in a word, in whom
there are organic vessels for the reception and distribution of the divine
Auras. With a little time the hopeless incurables of the race, the moral
cretins and imbeciles will slough off, and no types survive but such as are
capable of the ascension. The joy of God is in the re-creation of humanity.

In the new respiration God gives an atmosphere that is as sensitive to
moral quality as the physical is to natural quality; as sensitive to the in-
gression of the falsity or the lust, as the quickened conscience is sensible
of the stings of evil. This living ether,as distinguished from nature’s
dead air, descends to baptize the whole frame ; rising to the intellect to fill
it with light as we approach the truth, and rushing with germinant force
through all the channels of the circulations, as we open ourselves to be filled
with purity. The higher breath, whose essence is virtue, builds up the
bodies of the virtuous, wars against disease, expels the virus of hereditary
maladies, renews health from its foundations, and stands in the body as a
sentinel guarding from every plague.

The new breaths, as they pervade and encompass the frame, lift the
being from the slough and mire of mere corporealism; in the mind they
separate the fatuities from the verities ; in the heart they disintegrate the
lusts from the affections; and in the body they cast out the diseases from
the sanities and healths. So will they sift and winnow the world until the
Family rises purified, the Church appears in glory, and the true order of
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society knmits itself together in the State. It deals with groups as with in-
dividuals; it redistributes mankind ; it reorganizes the village and the
town, gathering in the last and lowest haman atom from his degradation and
loss. It makes of every manufactory a true cathedral, and stamps the
signet of Divinity upon common life. The school will open into the work-
shop, the university into the garden and field, and unexpected potencies
work re-creative miracles in the bodily frame. * He breathed upon them
and said, ¢ Receive ye the Holy Spirit.’ ” Nexmo.

NATURAL AND SPIRITUAL LAWS.

There are in nature two planes of life, the natural, or generative, the
super-natural, or regenerative. The latter is an outgrowth from the former
On the natural plane full regeneration of the individual, including the
redemption of the body from disease, decay, and death, is impossible; and
yet the development of the natural life with all its forces isthe means by
which the divinely natural is attained. It is a growth from one stage, or
phase of being, to another; and as it is with the race,—that the spiritual
life is at last evolving from the natural, so it is with the individual,—the
natural plane forms the basis for the future unfolding and development
of the spiritual forces of being.

It is not to be supposed that the evolution of the higher life comes
through ignoring the claims of any part of the lower nature. 'We have
only to turn to the lives of ascetics, who in their zeal to attain to sane-
tity have crucified every natural desire and affection, and have become, not
more, but less than men. We have only to observe the inmates of con-
vents and others of celibate lives, to see that the development of spiritual
forces is not wholly contingent upon the suppression of natural energies.
These energies are right; they only require to become sanctified, and puri-
fied, and subjected to the governing laws of reason. For the intellectual
and emotional qualities are associated with the purely animal ‘instincts.
Love, that scales the very heights of heaven, and renders self-sacrifice a
joy, comes to life in the majority of instances through the union of the
sexes and the tender relations of parenthood. The new life that is spring-
ing within humanity and giving evidence of its divine origin, results from
the joy and sorrow, the happiness and grief, the love and wisdom that are
interwoven with the elements derived from a purely animal existence.
There is no gap, no chasm in nature, but an endless succession of changes
and varying forms; and finally, as a result of all these changes and varying
types, a new kind or order of life is introduced upon the earth.

The law that has prevailed in the past, is the same that is in operation
everywhere to-day, namely, persistence of energy under new modes of ex-
pression.

“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sounds there-
of, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth; so is every
one that is born of the spirit.”
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'With the development of the spiritual elements of being, new conditions
and laws confront us. The forces that to a great extent were latent, now
begin to act as active forces. As they develop they exert a controlling and
transforming power upon the body, drawing their sustenance from the
stored up vitality of the physical organism.

The energy formerly expended upon the generative function is now con-
served and utilized in the development of the spiritual nature, with its
redemptive and vitalizing power. It is literally a transfer of force from
one phase of life to another. First, the natural man, living in obedience to
natural laws, then the spiritual man, with the growing powers and attri.
butes of Divinity. As the spiritual life unfolds, it reacts upon its physical
environment, modifying, purifying, and bringing it into perfect harmony
with its interior force. Thesystem, as it undergoes purification, will no
longer tolerate the things that at a former period were demanded as essen-
tials of growth. Animal food acts as a disturbing agent, and in place of
nourishing, destroys. So with the animal passions and instincts. Their
energy is absorbed; from being active, they are converted into passive
foroes, and any attempt that is made to rouse them into activity is attended
with;disastrous consequences. In heaven, i.e. the spiritual or divine state,
“there is no marrying nor giving in marriage.” .The soulis wedded to God
There are at the present time many persons in different stages of this
evolutionary process; and the process is one of growth, juat as definite,
just as inherent in humanity as the change from boyhood to dawning
manhood. We can foster and accelerate the growth, and render the transi-
tion from the natural to the super-natural, or spiritual, comparatively easy,
or retard it through ignorance of natural and spiritual laws.

It is necessary to recognize that the periodin which we are living is

.-a critical one, in every sense of the word. Not only are the spiritual
faculties being roused to activity by the overshadowing power of the
Divine mind, but the change in the individual is co-incident with others
equally important in the social organism. In both instances a great nat-
ural process that has been characterized by struggle, suffering, and con-
flict, is nearing its completion, and the forces are in motion that will
finally coalesce and bring in a state of peace, order and harmony. Baut
in the intermediate period conflict, disorder, and suffering are necessarily
attendant upon the breaking up of old conditions, and the introduction of
the new. Nerra. -

Brooklyn, N. Y.

THE spirit of Jesus exists far more certainly and far more evidently than the
genius of Homer. But this spirit is one of abnegation and sacrifice, for which
reason it is divine. The less a man seeks the more does he find himself. The

ter his self-abandonment is the better he deserves the adoption of heaven.

e more he forgets himself the more will he be remembered. Such in a few
words are the great secrets of Christianity ; and Jesus, who gave these precepts,
has also set the example. The man has passed into the symbol, and it is thus that
He has become God. Mysteries of Magic.
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SACRED LITERATURE.

‘We may rest assured that any literature which contains the largest pro-
portion of truth is the most sacred, for it is only the truth which renders
RS e that the truth be expressed so plainl

t is very important e tru so plainly as to
come within the comprehension of the masses—those who arel:n tl:ey great-
est need of it.

In our eagerness to scan the literature of remote and half-forgotten
ages, though it contain some rich stores of truth, let us not ignore “seript-
ures” of modern date; remembering that every one who will comply with
the requisite conditions can have free access to the fountain of all truth.

If God is no res of persons, it is reasonable to suppose that He
is no respecter of ages either, and that both, sublime and simple
truths can be communicated to man in “plain English” as well as in Greek,
Hebrew, or Sansecrit.

The following extracts are culled from the xxvii. chapter of a large book
written a third of a cen ago, in our native tongue and country. I
find it difficult to select, as it all seems very good. Let truth stand on its
merit.

LOVE FOR THE LOWLY.

“As unto thee, oh, wise man, appears thy most ignorant brother, reflect
how thou must appear unto perfect Wisdom, and learn charity of that,
wisdom.

He is as a which eternity quickens into life, giving ever more

and hol %:::Ts, and receiving ever more pure enjoyments, which are
its of higher affinities.

Oh, man! when thou art reveling in luxuries on earth, and which are
by earth produced, do not forget, thy immortal spirit ever longs for that
which is above and beyond.

And when the sufferer is famishing by the wayside, and thou dost
not minister unto him of thine abundance, thou dost repel the holy in-
fluences of Divine Love, and enter into affinity with its opposite.

‘What matter how low or degraded a brother appears unto thee, he is
an heir of God’s kingdom, which is Love, b{‘:;i ht revealed.

Go thou to him; if he reject thy kindly E, offer again, for perfect
love can never tirein well doing.

It is a fearful thing for the strong to forsake the weak. Su that
God should forsake his children—withdraw from their spiri ing his
own sustaining light within, which ever cheereth them onward and up-
ward, what dread night would envelo&etheir being !

Then why, oh ye strong, forsake weak ones among you, and thus
in actions pray God to annihilate his own love for you?

As ye do unto others, the same do ye unto yourselves.

Ye can not forsake the lowly nor trample upon the degraded among God’s
children, without being in turn forsaken by the high and holier feelings
enjoyed by those who love.

ve bringeth its own reward, and this truth is that which regulates
the opposites of the pure attribute as exhibited in the selfishness of man.

The spirits of men are the only really valuable partsof them unto
themselves, for at the death of the body all else is but food for the
reptiles and plants growing around their graves. In view of these truths,



52 Sacred Literature. [August,

what folly to stand aloof from a brother simply because his body is
clothed in rags, or because he is degraded by animal ions!

It seems stra.nfe for a rational spirit to condemn a body because, per-
chance, it is unclean, when within the body may be encased a spirit of
higher affinities than the one condemning.

urely no man can expect to take his fine body, or its costly covering
into heaven with him, for the striving to take them diminishes his com-
prehension of the heaven, and his capability of entering its pure, spiritual

enjzﬁment.

can see that God does not value the outward above its deserts, for
the beggar and king mutually return to dust, dissolved by the same laws
used unto the best advantage in the outward formations of nature.

Their spirits, too, return just so far toward God as they have been
fitted to approach perfect Purity.

Condemnation 18 an infringement of perfection. He who transgresses
the laws of God, condemns himself to suffer the penalty, which penalty
is in turn good, for it teacheth the law.

Man may seem to err in another’s sight, when in the sight of God he
is doing his greatest . :

God doth not condemn. A God of perfect love can never condemn
those himself created, and who are not equally perfect and wise unto him-
self. When man feeleth condemnation, his own wisdom chides him for

. his failure to apply wisdom and love.

He who hath not wisdom and love within, to violate, cannot suffer.

An animal, devoid of high spiritual gifts, cannot suffer from the in-
fringement of that he has not. :

Thus every man hath within his spirit that which rewards and pun-
ishes ; and for man, as a mass, to punish an individual, is assumming
a massive responsiblity. It is a pitiable sight to see man’s littleness
striving to regulate God’s greatness.

Oh, ye rulers among men, ye wise and so-called great! Whence came
your wisdom, or power and greatmess ?

‘Who ordained you to trample on God’s noblest work, your own brother ?
Beware, lest those you injure be more acceptable in your Father’s view
than yourselves.

Charity should regulate all your actions and words. Not that which man
calls charity, which only giveth alms, but that perfect charity which is
lovely sympathy regulated by an exalted wisdom. Ever remember ye are
not perfect, and ever beware how you exalt yourselves, for selfish exalta-
tion hath low affinities.

Ob, be loving to those who hate, help the weak, soften the strong.
Teach all, by loving them, how to love; by doing them good, how to be
good unto themselves and one another.

Oh, how short-sighted is man! Not understanding causes, not being
in affinity with the Cause-Fountain, he vieweth only effects, and wasteth time
there-upon. He must remove causes of de tion, ere he confer the
greatest benefit upon his kind.

Truth removeth error. Love removeth hatred. Light removeth darkness.

Noman can know Truth and not teach it, without diminishing his capa-
bility of receiving it. To progress, he must exercise his spiritual nature in
the enduring truths of God; thus, by labor, expanding his own perception
of the truths in which happiness dwelleth.
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There is no idle truth, love, or light. All are eternally active; and so
are the fruits of their producing. .

He who would receive these great attributes within him, must let them
pass freely when received, else thtx- stagnate, and for his part are idle, or,
still worse, retrograde toward dea:

He who doeth unto his brother good, hath more to be thankful for than
he who receiveth the ess; for he, in the action, opens his own channel
wider, to receive ess from God. He who striveth to raise the out-
cast into true manhood is at the same time being raised by the fruits of the
labor bestowed. It is utterly impossible tolabor for God without being
elevated, and no one can do good without laboring for Him.

Oh, man, thy brother calls to thee in tones of deepest, darkest despair,
and wilt thou turn away? Oh, if thou leavest him thus, thou art not enter-
ing the highest regions of enjoyment! Thou art wilfully limiting thine

own heaven.” .
W. A. Enerisg, M. D.
VmnELano N. J.

RICHES, HONOR, TRUTH.

Now, if you examine the three classes and ask of them in turn which of
their lives is pleasantest, each of them will be foun;llﬁra.iaing his own and de-
preciating that of the others: the money-maker will contrast the vanity of
honor or of learning with the solid advantages of gold and silver.

And the lover of honor—what will be his opinion? will he not think
that the pleasure of riches is vulgar, while the pleasure of learning, which
has no need of honour, he re; as all smoke and nonsense?

But may we not suppose that philosophy estimates other pleasures as
nothing in comparison with the pleasure of knowing the truth, and in that
abiding, ever learning, in the pursuit of truth, not far indeed from the
heaven of pleasure? The other pleasures the philosopher disparages by

ing them necessary, meaning that if there were no necessity for them,
he would not have them.

Since. then, the pleasure of each class and the life of each are in dis-
pute, and the question is not which life is more or less honorable, or
better or worse, but which is the more pleasant or painless—how shall we
know? What ought to be the criterion?

Is any better than experience and wisdom and reason ?

Then, reflect! Of the three individuals, which has the greatest ex-
perience of the pleasures which we enumerated? Has the lover of gain
greater experience of the pleasure of knowledge derived from learning
the nature of the truth than the pililospher has of the pleasure of gain?

The philospher has greatly the advantage; for he has always known
the taste ome other pleasures from his youth upwards: but the lover of
gain in all his experience has not of necessity tasted—or, I shounld rather
say, could hardly have tasted by any process of learning, the nature of
things—the sweetness of intellectual pleasures. Pra

TO.

I~ order to upraise man to moral emancipation, God hides Himself from him,
and in a certain sense surrenders to him the government of the world. He leaves
His existence to be divined by the grandeur and harmonies of Nature.
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ROADS TO IMMORTALITY.
[CorrvUxD.]

Both the spirits had long insisted on being relieved. The meek one
would complain bitterly of the other for disturbing her tranquillity ; after
having doneso with her faith he now prevented her from entering
adise. She said he had been a usurer in his earth-life, gathered great riches,
and buried them in the cellar where they could now be found ; as long as
these treasures were not unburied she could not be delivered of his

tion.

The fierce spirit, on the other hand, insisted on his repulsive companion
being removed ; for not before being alone master again could he do away
with his fierceness, and obtain his true happiness. It was Caroline who
suffered most by these contentions, and often was in the greatest embarrass-
ment ; for if she made a promise to the “ good ” :lpirit, the other became
enraged ; whilst when she was goit;ieto promise help to the latter the meek
one b to wail so pitiably that she could hardly recover from the tears
she had to shed for her.

Caroline disclosed the secret about the treasure in the cellar to some
persons, and the landlord, known to be very fond of money, was reported
to have really made a trial, but found nothing. The fierce spirit, who knew
everything t{at was going on in the house or outside, made some very
amusing allusions to it, and several persons pretended to have, in fact, dis-
covered some fresh earth in the cellar.

Besides, both the spirits had also the lilft of prophecy. The wicked one
was angry or glad two or three days ahead on account of the callers to
come; whilst the bright one knew the names of all the pious ladies, from
whose bible quotations she expected some quickening. They meddled even
with the affairs of the family and spoke of future events the same as peo-
ple talk of the news of the present. This of course increased the interest
people took in these spirits, and, by and by, ns of all classes called to
obtain advice about their enterprises and difficulties.

Once a rich land-owner, an old acquaintance of Rupert’s, came with his
wife and daughter in order to get some advice concerning a i

rojected for the latter. The bad spirit said : “Take the fellow, for si.ngie

ife is not good foryou'!” The sweet one said: “First council with heav-
en!” But Caroline said with her own natural voice: *“If you have the
consent of your parents, follow the voice of your heart!” Here it happened
that each of the three had his or her answer from a different voice; with
the father the fierce spirit talked, with the mother the sweet one, but to the
daughter, Caroline herself gave the answers.

At length the longed for wminer Mohrland arrived. The spirits, who
fore-knew all the other visits, seemed to have a presentment of this also, and
there was a remarkable stillness about them when he took Caroline’s hand
and asked how she felt. She was able to give account of everything, and
the power of the spirits seemed broken in his presence. Judge Rupert was
glad of it, and became at once hopeful. But the miner declared the evil
to be rooted more deeply than he had imagined, this silence of the spirits
being by no means a yielding, but a ruse to lead him astray. He had
all the necessary facts communicated to him and requested the father to
call as a witness of his method of cure some friend whose honesty could be
trusted in case his action might be misrepresented. Judge Rupert pro-
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posed his fami%i hysician who had proved, he said, a sincere friend in his
misfortune. Mo d assented, and promised to commence the cure the
next day.

‘When the physician arrived, Judge Rupert took him to Mr. Mohrland’s
room where he introduced them to each other. Mohrland greeted the
physician with the words: “I am glad to make the acquaintance of a true
gentleman. What we are going to undertake is uncommon, because the
mode of action of man’s faculties is too little known and mostly misguided.
In order to deal with spirits we must be familiar with their nature. In
the present case the ordinary methods are powerless, and the unfolded
power of the spirit has to come in, and to divide the bad from
the good. Do not, therefore, expect me to conjure the spirits or cast them
out; I only came to re-establish in a human being the equilibrium
lost by sudden grief, retirement and an irregular mode of awakening
the interior life. The two spirits that manifest themselves in the young
lady, are not beings outside of her, it is herself. Disordered desires,
suppressed passions, remorse, and other monsters have developed and assumed
forms in her that are growing and obtaining the dominion over all her
thoughts, desires, and actions. Her own self has succumbed in 2 struggle
foreign to her nature, and our task is to rid her of this suppression and
aid her to recuperate her natural self.”

The physician replied : “ All ordinary remedies are exhausted, and if
there is any possibility of help, it can be obtained only by your plan that
deals with the soul of the patient, and I am happy to be admitted as a
witness of a method that considers the spiritual as a means to rebuild a
shattered human system. Judge Rupert said: “I trust in God that he
may enlighten you to deliver my daughter of an evil more dreadful than
any other disease, because it touches the innermost forces of life and un-
settles both soul and body.

They went to Caroline and were with her already a quarter of an hour,
but no sign of a spirit was perceived. Finally Mohrland said: “ Now,
you fierce goblin, why are you so mute in my gresence? Answer! I com-
mand you!” Caroline’s eyes turned inward and the spirit made an effort to
speak,but could barely do so and with a spiteful tone uttered the words
“ Let me alone !”

Then Morhland addressed the meek one: “You also seem to hide your-
self ? why are you so shy before me ?” As sweet as the tone of a flute the
answer sounded * You do not want to see me in heaven.” “ You are right,”
the miner replied, “ I do not exactly like your heaven ; it is the creation of
a bigoted, but not of a pious heart.” The spirit sighed, and Caroline satin
their midst with her eyes distorted.

« Caroline |” now cried the miner , “are you asleep ?’ She stirred convul-
sively. “Caroline!” he repeated’ *“awake and answer!” The spirits
seemed to want to speak ; but he took a scarf that lay near him, threw it
over the girl’s head and held it together below the chin: “ Be still or I
shall choke you ! it is Caroline I want to hear, not you! Caroline, give an-
swer I command it!” She made a move as if to remove the scarf ; Mohrland
withdrew it and Caroline looked at the by-standers as if awaking from a
sound sleep. * Good morning, my daughter |”’ said the miner, “are you rid
of your ugly company?”’

C. 1 feel free.

M. How long will you feel so?
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C. 1 don’t know.

M. Why should you not know, as you are the mistress of the house ?

C. IYha.ve been turned out.

M. You must regain your position.

C. I am too weak. d

M. 1 shall assist you. Will you take me as your ally

C. Most willingly.

M. Well, then, hear my terms. Study your two enemies, observe their
weakness and become their conqueror.

C. How canI do that?

M. Never allow either to rule. Neither is good, for both are excrescencies
of your truelife. Seek your own self, then you have the ruler you may
obey without danger.

g. T understand what you mean, but I am not strong enough to stand up
against my adversaries.

M. This being 8o, you must learn obedience.

C. I am willing ; what am I to do?

M. Repeat diligently the word “L” Your own self is suppressed by
other forces ; free it and you are whole.

C. May heaven grant 1t |

M. Cou and faith! Follow my teaching, and you will see that, aided
by your own better nature, I shall soon re-establish in you. I shall
come again to-morrow ; prove that you are a docile mter ”

He gave her his hand and I Judge Rupert and the physician
followed him silently. Caroline, after this treatment, fell into an uncom-
mon drowsiness and slept nearly all day. The next morning the physician
arrived at nine precisely in order to witness again Mohrland’s method,
and they entered the sickroom in the father’s company.

This time she was in a state-of irritation. The inhabiting spirits seemed
to have united in order to resist their enemy the more suoccessfully. At the
slightest allusion to Caroline’s health, the fierce spirit answered vio-
lently and threatened the miner. Even the meek spirit mixed some
wou{vs of ill-temper with her melodious tones. Mohrland called Caroline
as the day before. But when she wanted to she felt as if some one
choked her. Mohrland touched her hand with his thumb and thus gave her
strength to speak. “Caroline has not the oourage yetto obey me? ” he
ask

C. It would be otherwise if I had the strength.

M. The strength lies in yourself.

C. 1 cannot find it, and do not know how to seek it.

M. The mind of man is single. You have divided yourself and there-
fore are incapable of fighting. Gather your forces under one banner, under
the real feeling of your own self, your “I,” that speaks in your heart, and
you are free.

Caroline listened with intense attention. Her bosom rose under his
words. He laid his hand on her back and wenton: “You have gone far
away from the altar of your life and have transmigrated to the cupola.
The heart is the place where our nature gains safety and freedom, it is
there you must learn to feel and to speak, there is no other help for you.
The head is the last stage of our activity; not before we have made ex-
periences of friendahi%and love in our heart, the head should be allowed
to think upon them. By seeking success from thought before we have
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made experiences, we create phantoms, that take root, germinate, grow in
us, and at last envelop us. &ithdraw the action of your senses from your
head, sink your eye, ear, smell and taste down in your body, allow the invisi-
ble pores of the spirit to gain their natural direction, and not to play up-
ward ; then you will realize what power will arise from them, and how
naturally we become able to recover our independence and to maintain it.

It was as though she not only heard but immediately applied each word
he said. Several times she breathed from thedepth of her heart, and when
he paused, she answered : “ You have touched the root of my disease, and I
now plainly feel, that it can be destroyed. But it will cost much effort;
therefore assist me!” Mohrland took her hand and continued: * You are
an obedient daughter; therefore let us make a trial at once, bravely to
resist your adversaries. Your house is undermined, its foundation is loose;
therfore we must stand firm on our feet, and take the hope from the enemy
to upset us so easily as before. Have you the oou:aﬁe to stand up firmly ?”

Caroline, standing up before Mohrland, said : “ Here I stand.’

“Well ! "he continued, “ now let the spirits come forth, if they can!” All
were full of tion, but Caroline stood still.

« Have you me dumb ?” Mohrland went on. Caroline’s eyes began
to turn, but no sooner did he observe it than he oried: “Stand firm I” At
the same time he drew her arms straight down and prohibited her to draw
up the corners of her mouth. She succeeded ; for the eyeballs came forth
again and she thus had won the first victory over her adversaries.

Mohrland commended her for her courage and said: “ Now practice to
Stu;nd égl:)a).’lo!u feet and to think in your heart ¢ I,’ then we shall soon arrive
at the ”

He left with his two companions. The physician was highly astonished
at this procedure and askegagr explanation. But Mohrland replied « I
think, in the course of the treatment all will become plain to you.”

The next morning when Mohrland came again to Caroline with his
friends, he asked: “ %ow did you sleep?” ¢ The night was pretty good ”
she answered, “ only in my feet I felt a fire that kept me awake.” ¢« All
well” said Mohrland “the root of your true life takes hold very fast,
this is a good sign.” He again laid his hand on her back and challenged
the spirits. At once Caroline’s eyes turned inward, the meek spirit sighed,
and the fierce one uttered reproaches. Mohrland asked with a severe tone:
“You wicked excrescence, how long shall you dwell in this body ?”

Sp. As long as I please.

i Well, then you will please to sink into yourself, and, stripped of
all power, serve instead of ruling. You are a subordinate force of
Caroline’s, how then can you be so foolish, as to rave against your own
self? If you ruin her, you will perish with her ; whilst if she gains her
own self again, you two can unite and go into life.

. Pshaw !

% Choose! Either you do what I want, or I shall sever you from her
as a diseased limb is cut off from the body, and cast you out into the wil-
derness. You are a depraved part of her organism, and therefore have
only two ways left : either to be cured or to be cut off !”

e spirit howled and then was silent. “ My dear daughter,” Mohrland
continued, * you have fought beyond my expectation! Go on this way,
and soon all will be well. Now hear my further directions ! I shall leave
you for four weeks ; remain constant during that time. The spirits will
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often try to regain their dominion over you, therefore be watchful. Give
humility to your eyes, that is, turn them downward, lest the brain be das-
zled by their light! Place your right hand two inches below the
stomach and entreat God for {:s grace, ¢ Give oh great God to
your handmaid!” Think these words inoessant%y, without gestures, or
movements of your mouth, speaking only inwardly, fixing yourself upon
the soles of your feet, and from there seeking the seat in your heart; then
we shall see, whether in four weeks we shall not unite in gmns of thanks-
giving. Caroline at once made a trial of the position and the prescribed

rayer. The rough spirit was going to stir. But Mohrland threatened
ﬂim and said: “I command peace, and further announce that, if the mis-
chief in this house does not cease and Caroline have peace, you shall go
whither the Bible shows you.” “Oh!” sounded witha hollow tone from
the mouth of the patient, and the calm on her face and in her soul was
recovered. Mohrland left the room with the others. Caroline practiced her
task, but was so overpowered by sleep that she had to lie down on the sofa.

The physician was still more anxious that day to get some light on
Mohrland’s method. “Only two questions be pleased to answer, before you
leave us,” he said. “ You seem to operate only on Caroline’s body, and
have no regard to her mind, her intellect. Ought she not, before everything
else, re-learn to think aright ?

M. How can she, as long as the life, from which the tree of thought

ws, and which nourishes it, is in disorder?

Ph. It sounds strange; but after oonsidering it more closely, I must
say it is the only correct way. A plant without ﬁn-oper earth cannot thrive;
on the contrary it will m{ sooner or later. But whence does the power
come to the spirits to do such mischief in the house ?

M. From the person in whom they dwell. They impel and compel her to
acts that often are very difficult and strange, 80 much so that ple im-
agine spirit hands have been at work, whilst the person harsell}eo has per-
formed them.

Ph. But what induces her to do them.

M. Ask the somnambulist, why she walks around and often visits the
most dangerous places ? The spirit compels her and gives her the ability
required. He knows the time to lead his instrument imperceptibly, and
she has to obey his will unwittingly and without recollection of it.
lieve me, all is in the interior of man, not in the exterior ; and with the most
dreadful spook, and its most varied phenomena, the one only whose
spiritual forces are aroused and who is in a kind of dream or clairvoyant
state is capable of seeing or hearing them.

Ph. If thatis so, then man has only to study himself in order to cog-
nize all phenomena of this kind, and to attain to the highest knowledge.

M. And do you think, there is any other way? In order to know a
certain kind of wood, have you to analyze all the trees of the forest?
Certainly not; one is sufficient ; but this one we examine from the bark
to the pith, and thereby gain knowledge of the whole species. What further
is to be done is simply a comparison, which would be impossible without a
thorougtu.knowledge of the individual type; but with it, there is no difficulty
in it at

Ph. But knowledge of man is of another kind than of plants.

M. True, in as much as man is another kind ; but the knowledge can-
not be attained otherwise than in the way mentioned above. In every individ-
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ual there are the characteristics of the ies ; each is a repetition of the
other, and therefore we must limit oursZY::s to the study of that individ-
uality that is given to us. One man is not another man’s master, but only
his own, therefore he can know in others only himself. The thing is as
plain as that twice two is four. Our not easily understanding this truth
come from our habit of minding others instead ourselves; these then
show us of them what they please, and lead us to error instead to truth.

Ph. 1 understand, and see you are right, yea, must be right, provided
the cognizance of man’s nature is a possible thing.

M. 1t is a possible ﬂnnf ; but for the present you must take my word,
instead of the proof; for 1 have now tgjet ready for leaving. I entrust
you with the care of my patient. Physical complaints, as tooth and ear-ache
will make their ap ce: donot opg:e them with any radical remedy,
but content youne{fe:vriatl[; palliatives.” Having given the above instructions
Mohrland left on the same day.

Carolinc on the first days was nearly let alone by the spirits. She practised
the exercises prescribed by the miner, and after two weeks realized their
effect ; her heart gained more strenﬁt.h, she became more impressible in
her external life ; but she began to hear a roaring in her ears, and intense

ins would shoot through her jaws, as if a fire were raging in them.

the spirits began to stir again ; but she succeeded in resisting their
attacks in spite of her physical pains. In the night her sleep was inter-
rupted by raps and noises audible to her alone. Several times she was im-
ed to take nightly perambulations, but the spirits had lost most of
their cautiousness ; for all the inhabitants of the house would see Caroline
executing the queerest tricks that could be imagined; when asked the next
day, she did not kmow anything about it. * Mohrland i right,” said the
hysician after several of these incidents, *“ and now I also believe that
has more understanding of such cases than we learned physicians with
our complicated systems have, and that his doctrine of looking for all things
in ourselves is founded in nature.” As the complaints the miner had fore-
. told set in most punctually and with great violence, the physician followed
his directions, and when Mohrland returned he found him with Caroline
prescribing some palliatives against those pains.
¢ “I see” Mohrland said “that my patient has been diligent, otherwise the’
physician would not be with her. What about the unwelcome guests?
Are they not subdued yet?’ The physician gave account of all that had
happened, “Well,” Mohrland repled “‘we shall soon be at our goal.” He
took Caroline’s hand and addressed some questions to her which she an-
swered with a clear understanding. The voice of the meek spirit had
nearly disappeared and united with Caroline’s natural voice. But the
wicked one did not want to give up his ferocity; therefore - Mohrland
threatened him and predicted for him an ignominious end. * You are un-
worthy” he said to him “to remain alive, therefore I cast you out of the house
in which you have usurped the dominion and prepared your own doom.
Henceforth all nourishment shall be withheld from you; over no tone,
look, or movement shall you have command, and when, hungry and thirsty,
you can no longer maintain your hold, then depart and rot in the night
from which yon came !”

The spirit made all poasible attempts to oppose these commands, but the
miner looked steadfastly in his patient’s eyes, took hold of both her
hands and breathed power into her through all the avenues of the soul.
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“The throne is erected again ! ” he said solemnly, “and you have but to
ascend it. My dear daughter! a short time longer have courage, and you
shall see what a reward will. be vours! You have learnt how to stand;
now learn how to fight: In yourhands lies the power for that ; from our fin-
ger ends flames proceed that noimpure thing can resist; seek the life in your
fingers, and whenever anything stirs to harm you, use them as arms. Con-
tinue the prayer I gave you,and soon your better life will have conquered.”

Caroline listened attentively, and whilst he was speaking she felt her
hands and fingers besomeralive. ‘She made some trials at once, but was
so weakened by them that she fell into a slumber in presence of Mohrland
and the physician. The former said: “She puts men to shame! she has
in a short time attained to a power that astonishes me. In a few weeks
she will be so far advanced thut she will need me no longer, but be able
to defend and protect herself.”

And so it came to pass. She had many struggles to go through, indeed;
pains of all kinds raged in her flesh and bones, but she persevered and
said : * Either the right life or no life at all!” After two months, one
evening, she had a desire to .be alone and to give herself to her internal
work, when suddenly she felt so affected that she thought the floor gave
way under her. But she persevered and thought: * Perhaps it is the crisis!
Begone all that is not naturally my own!” The struggle became harder
and harder, and at last she felt as if something loosened its hold on her
body and disalzﬁeared in the darkness. She at once felt so light that she
thought she could rise into the air. * Divine grace, you are eternally mer-
ciful I” she said, “I feel you have delivered me from my evil!” In the
morning she felt very weak although not sick ; “I feel so young,” she said,
that I hardly dare stand upon my feet !” This state lasted a week ; finally
she felt strong again, and for the first time walked as one restored among
the companions of the house.

Mohrland, who in the meanwhile had been away for two months, arrived
before the house in his carriage. She saw him g\)m her window before
the carriage had turned the corner, and ran down to the door to receive him.
‘When he saw her he laid his hand on his bosom as a sign of thanksgiving.
She also raised her hands to heaven and said: ¢ There is your reward!
man cannot recompense you.” “My dear daughter!” he said when he had
alighted, I cannot describe the joy you give me!” “I am your daughter,”
she replied, for you have given me not only my life, but a new existence
in God! I am free of all my enemies and have the light of heaven in me! »

Mohrland remained at Judge Rupert’s for two weeks, in order to confirm
Caroline for the future and to give her instructions to cognize in the
purest light the internal life she had won. Shenow heard and understood
his words, and when she had any doubt she could find the solution herself.

One morning, when she was meditating, she observed that the
phantoms she used to see in this state appeared but indistinctly or not at all.
Among these phenomena however the image of her mother revealed itself,
and absorbed, so to speak, all the others. She was still in this con-
templation, when Mohrland called, accompanied by the physician.
Informed by her of those apparitions, he said: “ Now we are at the goal !
You have seen your own self in its origin, the i of your mother, and
now we may rejoice and praise the wonders of the tor.”

The physician who had continually followed the course of the treatment
and observed its methods, said: * Is it miracles that I have seen? or is this
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state so natural that every one can attain to. it and seé himself in his ori-
ginal self ?” Mohrland took his hand and - replied : *“You have by your
perseverance and faithfulness acquired the !;Kt to have all these apparent
enigmas revealed to you. Hear then:—-~ - "~

« All religions assume some primitive state that has been abandoned and
is to be refound. The Christian has to suffer, to die on the cross, to be
resurrected, and to gain the kingdom of God. The Adamites are driven
out of their paradise and have to brave, by spiritual forces, the flaming
sword that defends its gates. The. E let mortals seek the

of life in the Labyrinth. For the Greeks the gate of Elysium is
guarded by Cerberus. If you consider this well, you find nearly all these
struggles in the case of our patient; but especially the image of
Cerberus becomes distinct to us in her fierce spirit. At all points there
are obstacles to the entrance into our true life, and as long as we do not
realize them all, of whatever kind,—rough or soft, gentle or avenging, white
or black, and do not overcome them, wé are in the labyrinth and have no
hope to attain to the beatitudes promised to’the conqueror.”

“ Can I obtain the entrance tothe better state as certainly as Caroline
did?” the physician asked. “ Why not ?”” Mohrland answered. “Itis to this
end our forces are given us, and it would be a pity for you to remain outside
of the house! Seek the gate, and though it may be a scourge to the old,

iled human creature, remember that no one, not even a sinner, goes
gongh this life without pain. Why should we not stand some gales in
order to obtain its reality?”” The physician took hold of his hand
and said : “I will find the gate, or cease to live longer! Be my support
when I become disheartened, and come to my hel¥), with your spiritual
powers and teachings as you did to that young lady!”

He kept his word and learnt to know himself. Caroline recovered more
and more daily, and unfolded a rare purity of soul. She was certain of the
trath of her thoughts, words, and actions to such an extent, that she could
give true information and advice to all who consulted her ; and made the
old age of her father so happy that he said on the very last day of his
life: “ My daughter has called me to a real existence and shown me a happi-
ness that is united with my being and can neither deceive nor leave me!”

(To be continued.) - |
¥

To form the magic chain is to establish a magnet current of ideas. The mag-
netic current becomes stronger in proportion to the extent of the chain.

The magic chain formed by speech was represented among the ancients by the

-chains of gold which issue from the mouth of Hermes. Nothing equals the elec-

tricity of eloquence.

The law of magnetic currents is that of the movement of the Astral Light.

The printing press is an admirable instrument for the formation of the magic
chain by the extension of speech. ¢ As a fact,” says Eliphas Levi, “no book is
lost ; writings find their way infallibly where they are meant to go, and the aspira-
tions of thought attract speech. We have proved this a hundred times during
the course of our initiation; the rarest books have- presented themselves to us
without seeking as soon as they became indispensable to us. It is thus that we
have discovered, intact, that universal science which numerous scholars have be-
Keved to be buried under several consecutive cataclysms; it is thus that we have
entered into that great magic chain which began with Hermes or Enoch, and will
only end with the world. We continue the sublime work, which others will take
in hand after us ; but to whom will it be given to compléte it ?”’
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THE SCIENCE OF UNDERSTANDING.

: BY WILLIAM COX.
Eleventh Paper:— Ignorance: The prison of Understanding — The
Soil in whick is grown the Tree of Intelligence.

INTELLECT rests upon a physical basis, composed of flesh and blood,
which depends for its integrity and strength upon the quantity and quality
of nourishing and sustaining food and drink. The more robust and active
the physical basis, the more capacity there will be for mental operations,
Plato, the most profound and greatest philosopher among the ancients,
was a perfect athlete ; he studied painting, rhetoric, music, and gymnastics
and excelled in all; and his pencilled works laid part of the foundations
of the moral and intellectual culture of the human race, when upwards of
eighty years of age, the sunlight of intellectual brightness still danced in
his eye, and the bloom of the rose of health tinted his cheeks. Indiges-
tion, nervousness, or even a slight wound, will seriously interfere with
mental integrity and activity, and so irritate the nervous system that abso-
lute cessation from intellectnal labor becomes necessary.

Intellect and Matter are thus inter-related, inter-dependent, act and re-act
each upon the other. Intellect is developed in, guides and directs matter.
In its primitive or undeveloped state, intellect is but a rudimentary germ;
like a seed it will continue in its primitive state, unless developed by the
jnfluences which afford the proper requisites of growth. Food and drink
are materials which develop the physical body, and will not produce any
development of the intellect beyond those simple conditions which respond
to the wants of the body, the physical basis of intellect. The with-holding
of those influences which act upon the intellect, will not retard the growth
of the body. Itis possible for the physical man to attain to the most
vigorous and indeed giant-like proportions, while the intellect in man still
continues primitive, inactive and infantile. This is shown in the ignorant
old man who, however stalwart and even glorious he may be of body, is
deplorably weak and wretched of intellect. To the UNDERSTANDING mind,
there is nothing, in all the range of life, so sad, so pitiable as a man grown
old in ignorance.

Itis lamentable that Ignorance covers an area which is almost limitless
in extent : that Folly has placed its “cap and bells ” upon the heads of
the millions, rather than the few, while the offspring of Ignorance and
Folly are as numerous a8 the leaves in Vallombrosa’s vale; the mere
thought of attempting to distinguish them by distinctive names brings
dismay to the stoutest heart, and appals the calmest and clearest mind.

Throughout all nature in the process of growth all things are developed
homogeneously, — that is, each after its kind, step by step, degree by
degree ; there is always a homogeneous order of advancement or progres-
sion. Ignorance advances as well as intelligence, Folly has its progres-
sion. Follyis the negation of Ignorance; Folly and Ignorance gravitate
to each other; they are husband and wife, sweetheart and lover; Folly
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and Ignorance are company : Ignorance and Folly, are the parents of an
offspring which no man can number ; Ignorance and Folly are drawn and
held together by a rule of law as pomtwe as that which attracts the iron
to the loadstone.

This invisible, yet irresistible power which draws together all that is
homogeneous or congenial, has the scope and command of Law: and how
to assist, train, or employ it for the advancement of those conditions which
uplift humanity and not degrade it, is the worthiest, as well as the pro-
foundest problem for the solution of the human understanding. In the
morning twilight of Intelligence, Wisdom voiced these words, «“ It is to
the glory of God to conceal a thing; butit is to the honor of a king to
search out the matter.” Ignorance, being but a privation, an undeveloped
condition, capable of great and even grand development, is a wide field
waiting the talismanic touch of the husbandman’s hand to help bring forth
the myriad smiles of countless harvests; it contains therfore hid in its
heart, indeed, a gléry unto God ; and honors indeed will come to those
kings in the empire of mind who search out and reveal the hidden and
marvelous possibilities of this rich soil that waits but the hand of the
sower and reaper. The fairest valleys of Intelligence were once wide
sterile fields of Ignorance. Cultivation has been the guiding hand, lead-
ing out of their primitive state of privation and sterility through a pro-
gression of growth until a beauteous panorama of blossoming trees, fertile
fields and picturesque scenes have been unfolded to the gaze of admiring
and comprehending eyes.

In the great mass of ignorance nothing at first sight seems to be pre-
sented but inertness and waste, just as some mighty immovable mountain
of crude iron primarily seems to be incapable of manipulation and there-
fore useless ; within the vast crude mountain however are endless stores of
valued treasures, — products yet to be, and forms the most exquisite and
delicate. Even the daintily wrought and perfectly balanced needle which,
like some fairy arrow of light, points unerringly into the very eye of the
north-star. Within that unsightly block of ponderous marble, or yonder
mghty boulder of jagged granite, child of centuries, no element of utility
is visible: yet within the marble sleeps the smiling statue of Beauty,
and from the inert granite springs the kabbalistic needle of Cleopatra,
storied with the records of Egypt’s wondrous civilization. So in the
great mass of Ignorance are held elements and principles which, when
developed, when evolved from that involution which is the hidden *glory
of God,” shall reveal countless glories and majesties of mind. As from
the great mass of matter are evolved these results so, too, Principles or
guiding rules of the mind which act upon matter, are contained in
the minutest and most delicate of forms, as instanced in the poised needle
which like an index finger points unerringly to the north.

Ignorance may always be recognized by its accompanying characteristics of
stupidity and stubbornness. It may be justly likened to a mule, which
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among animals holds the first place for stabbornness and stupidity. Docile
and seemingly patient even when taxed with the heaviest burdens, it waits
often for weeks and even months, for a suitable opportunity to kick at the
hand that feeds it, or pull in any direction but the desired and proper one.
Ignorant persons are thoroughly mulish in their exhibitions of stupid in-
gratitude and .stubborn opposition to whatever may be reasonable and
right. By a power as absolute and irresistible as that which attracts the
iron to the magnet all human bodies are drawn from place to place, from
one condition to another, each in its allotted groove after its kind; the
human body is a vehicle in which the mind rides and is conveyed from
place to place by certain characteristics, attributes, or powers, which are
the motive or steeds attached to the vehicle. The steeds which draw the
vehicle in which Ignorance rides, are mules. The characteristics of the
steeds of Ignorance are in keeping with Ignorance itself ; stubbornness,
wilfulness, contrariness, irritability and disorder, are the mulish character-
istics of Ignorance. Ignorance grovels in dirt, is filthy in habits, coarse
and gross in the matter and manner of its feeding; it is often blasphem-
ous and obscene in its conversation, while it frequently manifests fear and
even terror at the approach of those things which are wholesome, pure,
and seemly. With the readiness with which a duck takesto water, Ignorance
gravitates naturally to its negation, Folly. Folly is the spouse of Ignor-
ance; her affection for her husband is in itself the very quintessence of
foolishness, and clad in the slovenliest garments, she spreads wide her tat-
tered skirts of brazen presumption in the face of goodly people, that her
ignorant husband may speak and hide behind her; she exposes secrets,
- secrets which should be modestly concealed. When children of Ignorance
madly contend in some senseless and heated dispute, Folly puts the wine-
cup to their lips, to allay their feverish excitement.

It should be remembered that Ignorance is & privation ; itis natural, not
acquired ; Ignorance is the germ or seed, not only of, but from the tree of
Intelligence. Igmorance, being a natural germ, contains within it all the
elements from which are devolved the principles which, under right influ-
ences, will develop into the fruit of UNDERSTANDING.

Although Understanding is the negative spouse, or wife, of Knowledge
yet it is inherent in Ignorance, and can be, and indeed must be drawn out,
or evolved from it. It must be released from the bands of Ignorance which
hold it captive, before it can enjoy freedom. Only after being in contact
with all sides of life, and as the result of an approximate universal educa-
tion, can ignorance attain to the majesty of Understanding. It must share
the joy as well as the sadness of life, must experience its light and dark-
ness, and be brought into contact with every phase of cold and shade. upon
" the shifting life-panorama of Earth.

The natural offspring of Ignorance and Folly are always sources of
disgrace to them, and the parents themselves speak in terms the most re-
proachful, and words the harshest and the most denunciatory, of their own




1888 ] The Science of Understanding. 65

children. The children of Ignorance and Folly are apparently worthless
wretches, lazy fellows, who would fain, like fat weeds on Lethe’s wharf,
rot out their lives in idleness. They are sources of shame, not only to
themselves, but their parents. They work the trades of sham and deceit,
and scheme thievery against their kin and countrymen. The children born
from Ignorance and Folly are, first, Error who is the eldest comer, andis a
great, though evil warrior in the battle of life, and who can only be van-
quished by the most herculean efforts of Wisdom and Truth ; — Depravity,
Thoughtless Observation, Divination, Doubt, False Discernment, Lack of
Comprehension ; so they follow in order from the womb of Folly.

The influences which act upon Ignorance and Folly are Slander, or the
abuse of speech; Destruction, or physical death; Beauty (earthly), for beauty
affects Ignorance and Folly for evil; Envy, who like a subtle serpent
drags its slimy length into the presence of the unwary or, like some false
archer, slips poisoned arrows into the quiver of the unsuspecting boy of
love, who in his blindness shoots them into the hearts of his happy com-
panions and neighbors, robbing them of peace and joy and often of life
itself. Trouble, the parent of Terror, is another influence which acts upon
Ignorance and Folly and its attendant train of children. Another influ-
ence is Dissension, that river of hearts, that derider of friendship and
affection, which ruptures the attachments of individuals, families, states
and even nations, and an exemplification of the truth that  a house divided
against itself cannot stand.” The evil and wrong, the shame and deceit,
brought upon humanity by Ignorance and Folly and their shameless off-
spring, bring sadness to the heart and tears to the eyes of Understanding-
‘When, instead of humble, earnest, righteous apostles of the Divine, some
mountebank poses and struts in the pulpit, as the advocate of no gospel,
but as a trifler, courting applanse from the gaping multitude; when the
erandition and scholarship of the time are displaced and their lofty places
usurped by exhibitors of brutal pugilism ; or a known honest poor man is
compelled by the very righteousness of his poverty to beg for alms at the
hand of some rich thief of the public treasury, we are afforded exhibitions
of Ignorance, Folly, and Depravity at which Understanding bitterly grieves.

And yet in all this lamentable condition of things found in Ignorance,
Folly, Error and Depravity, there are contained the elements, yet dor-
mant, which under right influences will form within themselves, as from
the fibres of the root of a tree affords the stem or trunk, out of which as
branches shall sprout the beautiful and elevating principles of Power,
Knowledge, Experience, Reason, Strength, Motion, Zeal, Virtue, Justice,
and Mercy, with their attributes of Friendship, Love, and Truth; and
still in turn from these branches shall be produced the golden fruit of
Understanding, — which is the ultimate culmination, the crowning glory
of Intellect. Thus evolved, Understanding can work out accurate conclu-
sions from any true prem<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>