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PREFACE.

INn presenting the MAsSONIC ADVOCATE to.the mystic
family and to the general reader, it is my most anxious
desire to increase the zeal of the former, and merit the
approbation of the latter. It is more particularly designed
for those who have advanced no farther than “Ancient
Craft Masonry,” on which all other is based, and to which,
alone, a large majority of the brethren belong.

I have also aimed to elevate the order to a higher
standard in the estimation of the public, by affectionately
urging its members to more fully exemplify its noble
principles of Truth and Charity, before an inquisitive
world. . ’ :

I have presented some matter not previously suggested
by any Masonic writer, and have deviated from the old
~ beaten track in the arrangement of the subjects treated ;
right or wrong, is for the craft to decide.

The historic facts are collected from the best authori-
ties: Oliver, Preston, Clavel, M;)sheim, Mayo, Josephus,

(13)



xiv: PREFACE. ’

Moore, Mackey, and others. To one and all of my con-
temporaries I award my sincere thanks.
+ In abridging Mackey’s and Oliver’s Masonic Lexicons,
I have selected those articles which I believed would
most benefit the greatest number: a large portion of those
useful and elaborate works being devoted to the higher
degrees of Masonry, and to a history of the various rites
that have been practised at different periods and places.
If I have added a single ray to the Masonic light that
is gradually illuminating the intellect of man, I shall be
content. I only ask the same indulgence from my brethren
and the general reader, that my illustrious predecessors
have claimed and received, who have gone this way

before me.
L. CarroLL JUDSON.
‘WarerLoo, N. Y., March 15, 1859, :
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THE

MASONIC ADVOCATE.

SECTION 1.
OBJECTS OF MASONRY.

" ‘MAsonry is a subject that has commanded the most
thorough investigation and the profoundest admiration of
the great and good of every age. Intellectual power has
imparted to it the pulsations of eternity. Its principles
bear the impress of Divinity, and were deeply planted in
the heart of man when he came from the clean hands of
his Creator. His heart was then full of tender emotions
and the milk of human kindness—he was quick to see—
strong to feel and anxious to relieve the sufferings of his
fellow-man. He was then adorned with the moral image
of the great Architect of revolving worlds—basked in the
refulgent sunlight of His soul-cheering smiles—held con-
verse with his God, and stood approyed at the stern tri-
bunal of the great Jehovah.

The history of his fall, and the glorious plan of his
restoration to divine favor, is not a subject of discussion
among Masons. We now find man a rough ashler. It is
the great object of the masonic institution to impart to

' amn
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him wisdom—to invest him with the cardinal virtues—
to urge upon him the entire code of moral duties, and so
increase his love of goodness and truth, that he may
become a perfect ashler and nobly fulfil the design of his
creation.

Free from all sectarian creeds of religion—untarnished
by the farina of politics—uninfluenced by mercenary
motives—urged on by a charity, broad as thé universe—
Masonry aims to fraternize the whole human family and
bind it together with the cords of love.

SECTION IL
PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY.

TaE Bible is its great light—its polar star—its meri-
dian sun. With Masons, this is the book of all books.
As a history of that grand epoch when God said— Let
there be light,” it stands alone, clothed in the majesty
of Divinity.

As a chart of human nature—of human rights and
wrongs and of the designs of creative wisdom—its deli-
neations, in precision, fulness, and force of description—
far exceed the finest touches of the master spirits of every
_age of literature. :

As a system of morals and rehglon—-lt is clothed with
all the force and eloquence of primary truth.

As a book of sublime poetry—it soars in grandeur above
the noblest productions of the most brilliant talents that
have illuminated and enraptured the classic world.
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As a book of revelation—it shed a flood of light upon
the intellect of man and added fresh lustre to Reason,
Science and Philosophy.

As a book of prophecy—its divinity and truthfulness
are spread, broadcast, on the pages of well authenticated
history.

As a book of types, shadows, symbols, ceremonies,
mysteries, allegory and parables—its richness in the
beauty of instructive illustration, eclipses the ablest pro-
ductions of the profoundest writers of all time.

As a book of counsel—its wisdom is boundless, meeting
every emergency in time—a golden chain that reaches
from earth to heaven. It teaches us how tolive and how
to die—arms the good man in panoply complete—snatches
from death its burning sting—from the grave its boasted
victory, and points the immortal spirit to realms of unfad-
ing glory. Blot out this sacred volume, and you extin-
guish the great light of Masonry—of the church and of
social order. .

From this pure fountain, Masons draw their lessons of
morality—on this immutable foundation they are bound
to build their superstructure—one that will be proof
against the assaults of every temptation to do wrong—
one that shall shield them against the follies and vices of
this world, and prepare them to depart peacefully, when
called to that undiscovered country from whose bourne
no traveller returns.

The member of a Masonic lodge who does not live up
to the standard of morality so clearly shown by the great
light which illuminates every Lodge when at labor—
violates the solemn obligations he has voluntarily assumed,
dishonors the high profession he has made, and cannot
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claim to be a Mason in the full sense of this venerated
name. .

The first lessons, so affectionately and impressively
imparted to the Apprentice when he enters the Lodge,
are stamped indelibly upon the true and yielding heart.
He first listens to an earnest prayer to Almighty God in
his behalf, and, unless he professes full confidence and
places his trust in the great Supreme, he can proceed no
farther—hence, no atheist can be a Mason. He is taught
never to enter upon any great undertaking, without first
invoking the éanctioq and aid of Deity. An unwavering
faith in the Creator—hope in immortality—universal
charity—the necessity of Virtue, Temperance, Fortitude,
Prudence and Justice—are more deeply engraven upon
his mind by ceremonies and symbols, than the power of
written language could effect. When he is clothed with
the Lamb-skin or white apron—ever the badge of a Mason
—he is reminded, that the Lamb has been deemed an
emblem of innocence in all ages, and that he who wears
this badge, should be continually reminded of that purity
of life and conduct that are essential to prepare him to
gain admission in the Celestial Lodge above, where the
Supreme Architect of the Universe presides. If instru-
mental in producing this happy result, this badge of inno-
cence will be worn with pleasure to the newly Entered
Apprentice, and with honor to our ancient fraternity.
Let no Mason tarnish this sacred emblem. The Lamb is
not only the personification of innocence, but of meekness,
patience, affection, kindness, and all that adorns a social
nature—a nature that delights in the primary tenets of
our time-honored institution—Brotherly Love, Relief and
Truth. This love is the motive power—the mainspring
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of noble and God-like action. It inculcates every act of
kindness man can bestow upon his fellow-man. It urges
every duty suggested by the warmest sympathy, the most
refined humanity, the noblest benevolence, the broadest
charity.

Relief flows from brotherly love, as free, pure and re-
freshing, as the mountain air. It dries up the gushing
fountains of grief—banishes want from the abode of a
distressed brother, and pours the oil of joy into the wounded
hearts of the widow and orphan.

Truth is a divine attribute and the crowning glory of
Innocence. It is the great safety-valve of human action
—the compass to guide the immortal spirit to the haven
of bliss—the brightest ornament in the Masonic diadem.
Without it, man forfeits his native dignity, and deranges
the design$ of creative wisdom on the tracing board of
human life.

The candidate is reminded, that the Bible is the word
of Truth and the great Light of Masonry.

Temperance is a legitimate fruit of Innocence, and is
designed to shield us from all excesses, both mental and
physical, which flesh is heir to. Intemperance in any-
thing cannot repose under the banner of Innocence.

Fortitude is a cardinal virtue, that all good men and
true delight to practise. It teaches stern integrity and
honesty of purpose in all things, at all times, and under all
circumstances. These are of more consequence than the
most severe physical endurance we can suffer. This virtue
is fully exemplified in the third degree.

Prudence is another of the cardinal virtues strongly
urged upon the Entered Apprentice. It was this that
enabled the immortal Washington to pluck the laurels



22 THE MASONIC ADVOCATE.

from Britain’s brow, and prepare an asywum for the op-
pressed, and become the father of a nation of freemen. It
is a bright star in the crown of every good man, and a
precious jewel in the proud escutcheon of every Mason.

The fourth cardinal virtue is Justice, the stern attribute
of the Great Jehovah. It is the champion of Innocence
—the a.vengér of wrongs—the advocate of right—the
cement of social order—and is indispensable in preserving
an equilibrium in civil society. Unsupported by this,
Masons and Masonry would be hurled into one chaotic
mass, and sink in the dark waters of oblivion, to rise no
more. Let us all carefully cultivate, scrupulously practise,
and nobly exemplify all Masonic virtues in our daily walk
and conversation. These are a portion of the precepts
affectionately urged upon the young novitiate in Masonry
in the first degree. The morals drawn from his working
tools are beautifully explained. At the close of all the
ceremonies and 'lectures, he listens to a solemn charge
with reference to the duties that now devolve upon him
as an obligated Mason. He is charged particularly, to dis-
charge his duty to his God, his neighbor and himself—
to God, in never using His name but with that reverential
awe which is due from the creature to the Creator—to im-
plore His aid in all lawful undertakings, and to adore Him
as the chief good. To his neighbor, in acting towards
him on the square, and doing unto him as he would wish
to be done by. To himself—by avoiding all irregularity
and intemperance, which may impair his faculties or tar-
nish the high character he has assumed by his new pro-
fession, and to so live and conduct himself that he may
secure public esteem and private respect.

The Entered Apprentice who becomes a candidate for
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the se;cond, or degree of Fellow Craft, should be well
versed in all the moral duties inculcated in the first degree,
and be so deeply impressed with their utility and import-
ance, that he will make them his rule of action through
future life. As the first degree is designed to guide him
safely through the period of youth to manhood—so the
second is designed to prepare him for the high and import-
ant duties of mature age, by directing his attention parti-
cularly to the liberal Arts and Sciences, and the acquisition
of useful knowledge.

After assuming the obligations of this degree, the can-
didate is presented with the Plumb, Square, and Level—
the working tools of a Fellow Craft—and is informed that
the Plumb is made use of by operative Masons to raise per-
pendiculars—the Square to square their work, and the
Level to lay horizontals—but as free and accepted Masons,
we make use of them for more noble and glorious pur-
poses. The plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in
our several stations before God and man-—squaring our
actions by the square of virtue, and remembering that we
are travelling upon the Zevel of time to “ that undiscovered
country from whose bourne no traveller returns.”

Operative and speculative Masonry are then explained
—the one teaching the application of the rules of Archi-
tecture—the other teaching us to subdue our passions, act
upon the square, keep a tongue of good report, to be faith-
ful to our obligations, and practise every virtue inculcated
by the great light of Masonry. It is so far interwoven
with religion, as to lay us under obligations to pay that
rational homage to Deity, which should constitute our duty
and happiness. It leads the contemplative mind to ad-
mire and reverence the glorious works of creation, and

2
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insptres the most exalted ideas of the perfections of the
great Architect of revolving worlds.

Peace, Unity, and Plenty are then explained.

The candidate is then instructed in the science of Astro-
nomy, illustrated by the terrestrial and celestial globes,
and is requested to pursue this study, with that of geo-
graphy, navigation, and the Arts dependent on them.

The five orders of Architecture are next explained,

. which are the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Com-
posite.

The Tuscan is the most simple and solid, and was
invented in Tuscany. The Doric is the most natural and
plain—the most ancient, and was an improvement on the
Tuscan by the Greeks. The Ionic bears a mean propor-
tion between the more solid and delicate orders. It was
first exhibited by the Ionians in the construction of the
far-famed temple of Diana, at Ephesus. -

The Corinthian is the most ornamental, and is a master-
piece of Art. It wasinvented by Callimachus, of Corinth,
who conceived the idea from observing a basket of toys
upon the tomb of a young lady, covered with a tile, placed
over an acanthus root, having been left there by her
nurse. As the root grew up the leaves encompassed the
basket up to the tile, which forced them to bend down in
their farther growth. The vase of the capital represents
the basket, the abacus the tile, and the volutes the bend-
ing leaves. '

The Composite is a compound of the other orders, and
a Roman invention. Its capital has two rows of the
leaves of the Corinthian—the volutes are Ionic—its
column, the quarter rounds of the Tuscan and Doric. It
combines elegance and strength. The original orders of




THE MASONIC ADVOCATE. 25

Architecture were the Doric, Ionic, and CORINTHIAN, in-
vented by the Greeks. The Romans borrowed from these
and formed the Tuscan and Composite.

The five human senses are then explained—Hearing,
Seeing, Feeling, Smelling, and Tasting

Hearing is the most comprehensive of the human
senses. Its imprint on memory is enduring. Fuller
intelligence is received on a greater variety of subjects in
a given time, and in a manner more impressive than that
acquired by reading or seeing; and more pleasurable,
because from the human voice divine. 1t is the great
lever of social intercourse, and the fulcrum of rapid and
certain communication. It is one of the safeguards
against approaching danger. Seeing is next in import-
ance, and the medium of exquisite pleasure—operating
more quickly, and often moving the cerebral organs more
rapidly than the most vivid written description of the
same scenes. Seeing, in a majority of cases, does not
give us the modus operandi of the scene before us, and
cannot inform our judgfments and enlighten our under-
standings so fully and beneficially as hearing. Some
writers place this at the head of the human senses. As
a source of evanescent pleasure, and a safeguard against
present dangers, it is the greatest. 'As a medium of dis-
covery—of travel, and of the transaction of business and
general intercourse, the argument is strongly in its favor—
but when weighed in the scales with hearing, as a means
of developing and perfecting the intellectual powers of
man, its preponderance is lost. But for hearing, and the
invention of letters, it would be more ephemeral than
substantial.

Feeling enables us to distinguish heat, cold, hardness,

el
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goftness, smoothness, roughness, figure, &c., and is an
essential safeguard thrown around us by Him who has
made man the climax of his creative wisdom. This, and
the two former, are important among Masons.

Smelling is the sense which enables us to distinguish
odors, enjoying those that are agreeable, and detecting
those that are obnoxious and sometimes charged with
disease. It is another of our safeguards bestowed by the
Author of all good. '

Tasting is a food directory, and intended to enable us
to reject all unwholesome aliment. It acts in conjunction
~with smelling, the latter being the pioneer. To preserve
these in full vigor, we must be temperate in our habits
and in good health.

The seven liberal arts and sciences are next explained
to the candidate, which are—GRrAMMAR, REETORIC, LoGIC,
ArrraMETIC, GEOMETRY, MUsic, and ASTRONOMY.

The first teaches us to arrange our ideas in correct and
harmonious language when spoken or written.

Rhetoric teaches us the beauty, fluency, and force of
language, and the powers of correct and finished action.

The figures of Rhetoric are similes, metaphors, allego-
ries, and personifications. Some forms of expression are
called figures—as irony, antithesis, climax, apostrophe,
hyperbole, &c.

Logic engagés the reasoning powers of the mind in
searching after truth, and the judicious arrangement of
propositions and arguments. The arguments may be
a priori, from the former, or a posteriori, from the lat-
ter—the one proving an effect from the next cause—the
other proving a cause from a remote effect. The former
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is called demonstration « priori—the latter demonstration
a posteriori. :

The conclusive argument is called a fortiori—with
stronger grounds for stronger reasons. If, in a contro-
versy, you seize on a new ground of argument which
gives you the stronger side of the question, a fortior: you
must defeat your adversary.

Every oration or argumentative discourse, really or
covertly, consists of an exordium, question, narration,
argument, refutation, conclusion, and peroration.

Arithmetic teaches the properties of numbers, which are
representéd by letters, figures, tables, &c., by which any
desired number is ascertained by numbers already given.
It is of great importance in business transactions and the
investigation of the sciences.

Geometry is the climax of all science. By its radiant
light we trace Nature through her labyrinthian windings
to her most intricate recesses. By it we are led to see
and adore the Almighty power, the infinite wisdom and
boundless goodness of our great Creator. Geometry un-
folds to man the perfection of the harmonious proportions
that connect the universe, and leads him to a contempla-
tion of the sublimity and grandeur of the planetary sys-
tem, and of the symmetry and order of the natural world.
It treats of the powers and properties of magnitudes, in
all cases where length, breadth, and thickness are consi-
dered, from a point to a line, from a line to a superficies,
and from a superficies to a solid.

A point is an indivisible part of space without dimen-
sion. A line has the capacity of length, being continued
from a point to any required distance. A superficies has
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two dimensmns—-length. and, breadth. A solid has three
dimensions—Ilength, breadth, and thickness.

Architecture, the whole range of Engineering, Geogra~
phy, Astronomy, and Mathematics, are based upon this
noble science. The attention of the candidate is next
called to the soul-stirring science of Music, by which con-
cords are so formed as to compose perfect harmony by a
mathematical arrangement of acute, grave, and mixed
sounds. .

The contemplation of Astronomy is next in order, and
unfolds to the inquiring mind the vastness of creative
wisdom, the magnitude of revolving worlds, the harmo-
. nious action of the planetary system, and the unerring
laws that govern the’ universe—all calculated to impress
the candidate more deeply with the existence of a Su-
preme Being, who is God over all. An impressive charge
is then given, pointing to the important duties of man-
hood, and urging a study of the liberal arts and sciences,
especially that of Geometry—a term synonymous with
Masonry, and on which it is based. Its illustrations
demonstrate the divine and moral attributes of Deity, and
will lead the true Mason to primitive truth.

The third, or degree of Master Mason, is emblemati-
cal of old age—its trials, sufferings, and final close of life.

The language of letters can never describe the sub-
limity—the grandeur—the heroic fortitude—the talis-
manic power, and the awful solemnity thrown around
this degree. Its deep-toned lessons may fall upon an
unpropitious soil, but can never be banished from the
memory. With great eloquence and force they recapitu-
late and illustrate the whole duty of man to his God,
his fellow-man and himself. They are calculated to




THE MASONIC ADVOCATE. : 29

impress the candidate deeply with the importance of
living in constant preparation for another and better
world. He is affectionately entreated to secure a full
hope that he will ultimately receive a crown of unfading
glory in realms of bliss beyond the skies, and there repose
in the bosom of his God.

In addition to the other working tools of the preceding
degrees, he is presented with the TROWEL, and informed it
is an instrument made use of by operative Masons to
spread the cement which unites a building into one
common mass; but we, as free and accepted Masons, are
taught to make use of it for the more noble and glorious
purpose of spreading the cement of BROTHERLY LOVE and
affection—that cement which unites us into one sacred
band of brothers, among whom no contention should ever
exist, but that noble contention, or rather emulation, of
who can best work and best agree.

The historical traditions and recorded incidents on
which this degree is predicated, are then rehearsed, and
a minute description of the building and structure of
Solomon’s Temple is fully given. Certain hieroglyphi-
cal emblems are also.illustrated, which are rich in the
beauty of truth.

The three steps on the Master’s carpet are emblemati-
cal of the three stages of human life—youth, manhood,
and old age. In youth, as Futered Apprentices, we ought
industriously to occupy our minds in the attainment of
useful knowledge—in manhood, as Fellow Crafts, we
should apply our knowledge to the discharge of our re-
spective duties to God, our neighbors, and ourselves, so
that in advanced age, as Master Masons, we may enjoy the



.

30 . THE MASONIC ADVOCATE.

happy reflections consequent on a well spent life, and die
in the hope of a glorious immortality. '

The Pot of Incense is an emblem of a pure heart, ever
an acceptable sacrifice to Deity; and as this glows with
fervent heat, so should our hearts continually glow with
gratitude towards the great Author of our existence for
the manifold blessings we constantly enjoy.

The Bee Hive is an emblem of industry, and suggests
the practice of this virtue to all created beings, from the
highest seraph in heaven to the smallest insect that
breathes—more especially should it be practised by
rational and intelligent beings, that we may be enabled
to contribute to the wants of the destitute around us,
when it is in our power to relieve them without incon-
venience to ourselves.

The Book of Constitutions, guarded by the Tyler’s
sword—the sword pointing to the naked heart—the All-
Seeing Eye—the Anchor—Ark—the Forty-seventh Pro-
position of Euclid—the Hour-glass and the Scythe—are
all Masonic emblems, rich in moral instruction, and fully
explained to the newly-made Mason.

A charge is then delivered to him, eloquent, and im-

. pressive, and fully commensurate with the importance of

this sublime degree.

In all the degrees, the majesty and power of God are
fully recognised. On His all-powerful arm our frater-
nizing institution has ever leaned for support. Its career
has been peaceful from its embryo conception to the pre-
sent time. Its great object has ever been to correct the
ferocious propensities of man—to tame his wilder pas-
sions—to plant deeply the seeds of every virtue in his
heart, and imbue him with filial tenderness and an undy-




THE MASONIC ADVOCATE. 31

ing regard for Deity, the great fountain of love. By
means of an invariable cipher, it holds communication
with all nations, uniting, by the strongest ties, people of
all countries and religions, sowing broadcast the princi-
ples of Charity, Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. This
is the glorious and god-like mission which every Mason is
in duty bound faithfully to execute. If this is done by
all whose names are enrolled upon the records of this
time-honored institution, its benefits to the human family
can only be measured by eternity, and will never be fully
revealed to a gazing world until that great day, when
% Man, starting from his couch, shall sleep no more!”

SECTION IIL
PERSECUTION OF MASONS.

With motives so pure—with principles so elevating—
with objects so glorious—with benefits so expanding and
prospective results so ennobling—it may seem problem-
atical to the casual observer why this fraternal institution
should ever have been placed in the searing crucible of
fiery persecution.

To those who are familiar with sacred, profane,
ancient, and modern history, and by the lights of these
trusty beacons have traced human nature through its
labyrinthian mazes, the solution of the problem is plain.

Men have lived in every age, who were determined
to rule or ruin. The poisoned arrows of persecution,
and sometimes of extermination, have been hurled,
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with lightning force, at all institutions devised by philan-
thropy for the benefit of the human family. Ostracism
has stalked abroad at noon-day, and consumed the mid-
night oil to plan and consummate the destruction of the
great and good, and parhlyze their best exertions to alle-
viate the ills flesh is heir to. Upon Masonry its crushing
thunderbolts have spent their greatest force, and yet the
institution has been saved from the machinations of its
enemies. Whilst empires, kingdoms, cities, and nations
have perished amidst the smoking ruins of their loved
temples—whilst the church has been riven into numerous
sections—whilst hundreds of other philanthropic institu-
tions have had their morning glory, their meridian
splendor, and their night of death—MAsoNrY has been
preserved pure and untarnished—her ancient landmarks
are unchanged—her principles unaltered—her charity
unabated—her enduring object to fraternize the world, is
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Its organic
structure contains an indestructible power that will endure,
unimpaired, the revolutions of time. The history of the
past warrants this assertion—a brilliant future will  de-
monstrate this proposition, and present it to the gaze of
an admiring world in all the majesty of light.

The unflinching perseverance of Masons amidst per-
secutions and tribulations, has ever been proverbial.
During the dark ages, when ignorance, bigotry, supersti-
tion, and crime spread the black mantle of gloom over the
intellect of man and converted him into a demon—when
all that was sacred in religion was denounced—when all
that was pure in morals was repudiated—when all that
was dear to humanity was violated by the fanatics of that
dark and dismal era—when the Bible was destroyed wher-
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ever found, and its known adherents executed in the most
cruel manner—when it seemed as if Satan was permitted
to reign triumphant on earth and destroy the last vestige
of truth, virtue, and religion—then, amidst that fiery
persecution—that fearful storm of bigotry—that tornado
of exterminating wrath—MASONRY stood firm as the Rock
of Ages—its members held their meetings in caves in the
mountains and other secret places—preserving the HoLy
BiBLE and their principles, forming the bright nucleus of
the light that ultimately dawned upon a bleeding world,
and again illuminated the immortal mind of man.

At a later period the church became bitter and inhu-
man in its persecution of Masons. For centuries, none
but Masons were employed in the erection of church edi-
fices, and were considered the strong arm of defence by
the ecclesiastics. But, as Romanism increased in power,
its exactions and tyranny became more. oppressive and
intolerant. In 1735, the clergy of Holland publicly
denounced the fraternity, and succeeded in obtaining an
edict from the States-General, prohibiting the further
meeting of the lodges. In Amsterdam, one continued its
communications, until the priests induced a number of
fanatics to break into their room, destroy their furniture,
and arrest the members. They were brought before one .
of the courts—were questioned closely, and answered
frankly all that was proper to be said on the occasion.
They proposed to the magistrates to confer the three
degrees on any person -they might designate, who could
then give them reliable information relative to the objects
of the institution. The Town Clerk was selected—
became a Mason, and his report induced all the magis-
trates and many other influential persons of the city to
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become members and zealous patrons of Masonry. The
edict of prohibition was soon after rescinded, and the
clergy left to more fully digest the eleventh command-
ment,

In 1737, the government of France became feverish
on the subject of Masonry, but a few potations of common
sense being administered, its pulse resumed a healthful
equilibrium. In 17456 the fever returned, and in June of
that year, a lodge, convened at the Hotel de Soissons,
was dispersed by the police, their furniture and jewels
seized, and the landlord fined three thousand livres.

Maria Theresa, who ascended the throne of Germany
in 1740, was influenced by some Anti-masonic females, to
issue an order for the apprehension of all the Masons in
Vienna. The good sense of the Emperor, Joseph I., him-
self a Mason, frustrated the designs of the ladies, and

‘gave protection to the brethren.

The persecutions of the Roman Church, for a long
period of time the zealous patron of Masonry, have been
the most extensive and determined. On the 28th of
April, 1738, Pope Clement XII. issued the famous bull
against Freemasons, which remains in full force. This -
Roman Pontiff says—“We have learned, and public
rumor does not permit us to doubt the truth of the report,
that a certain society has been formed under the name of
Freemasons, into which persons of all religions and all
sects are indiscriminately admitted, and whose members
have established certain laws which bind themselves to
each other, and which, in particular, compel their mem-
bers, under the severest penalties, by virtue of an oath
taken on the Holy Secriptures, to preserve an inviolable
secrecy in relation to everything that passes in their




THE MASONIC ADVOCATE. 35

meetings.” It further affirms that they are hurtful to the
tranquillity of the state and the safety of the soul, and
enjoins all Bishops, Superiors, and Ordinaries, to punish
the Freemasons “with the penalties they deserve, as
people greatly suspected of heresy, having recourse, if
necessary, to the secular arm.” In the following year it
was declared— that no person shall dare to assemble at
any lodge of the said society, nor be present at any of
their meetings, under pain of death, and confiscation of
goods, the said penalty to be without hope of pardon.”

As late as 1802, all public functionaries in the Ecclesi-
astical States, before they could be installed, were com-
pelled to declare on oath, that they were not members of
the order of Freemasons.

- To the credit of the Catholics of France, they rejected
this famous bull as unjust, and the authorities of Paris
refused to place it upon record. In other Catholic coun-
tries it was approved, and many Masons were arrested—
incarcerated in the dungeons of the Inquisition—subjected
to cruel tortures to compel them to reveal the secrets of
the order, and on their refusal to do this, were consigned
to a long imprisonment. Crudeli, of Florence, was tor-
tured and sentenced to the dungeon of the Inquisition, on
the charge of having furnished an asylum for a Masonic
lodge. The Grand Lodge of England ultimately obtained
his release and furnished him with pecuniary aid.

This bull did not annihilate Masonry, and continued to
lose force up to 1751, when Benedict XIV. breathed into
it new life, and renewed the persecution with more vigor
than at first. Numerous instances of Inquisitorial out-
rages occurred in Italy, Spain, Portugal, and other places
—some were even condemned to the galleys after exhibit-
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ing noble examples of fortitude under the most excruciat-
ing tortures, utterly refusing to violate an iota of their
Masonic obligations. The examples of Tournon, in Spain,
and of John Coustos in Portugal, for endurance and
fidelity, cannot be surpassed. The former was finally
banished from the kingdom, and the latter released from
the galleys through the intercession of the English ambas-
sador. ' -

As at the present day, these persecutions were not con-
fined exclusively to the Catholics. In 1745, the Council
of Berne, in Switzerland, issued a decree prohibiting the
assembling of Freemasons under the severest penalties.
In 1757, the Synod of Sterling, in Scotland, deposed all
their church members who would not renounce Masonry.
'In 1748, the Divan of Constantinople caused a Masonic
lodge to be demolished, its furniture and jewels seized, and
the members arrested. Through the intercession of the
English minister they were released, but the government
prohibited the further introduction of the order into
Turkey.

For the last thirty-two years, some churches in our own
land of boasted freedom in matters of conscience, have
manifested as strong and relentless a spirit of persecution
against Masonry, as the most bigoted Catholic in Europe,
but with no other power than that of expulsion—a power
that was exercised with a vengeance until within a few
years, and even now, the same spirit is rampant in some
of the churches, and not a year passes, but some adhering
Mason in the church is called upon to renounce or walk
the plank.

Political Anti-masonry has run its course in this country,
and sleeps in oblivion. The Anti-masonic pulsations in
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our churches are growing weaker every year; and if the
members of our glorious institution will all trim and light
up their Masonic lamps, opposition ‘will be lost in the
refulgence of the light, and disappear like stars in the full
blaze of the meridian sun.

SECTION 1V.
THE MORALITY OF MASONRY.

This is' drawn from the Holy Bible in all the purity of
that sacred volume, ever open before the brethren of a
Masonic lodge when at labor, apd is deemed an indis-
pensable requisite in its work, and to remind them that it
is the gift of God and the great light by which they should
ever be guided in their journey through life, with the full
assurance, that it contains the revealed will of God and is
designed to prepare them to become living stones in that
building, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Dr. Harris has correctly remarked—¢ The moral doc-
trines of Masonry are illustrated in our lodges by’ the
most engaging examples, enforced by the most pathetic
lectures, whilst the signet of heavenly truth stamps them
upon every yielding, receptive heart, in characters inde-
lible.”

Rev. Dr. Hutchinson remarked—*“The morality of
Masonry instructs us in our duty to our neighbor—teaches
us not to injure him in any of his connections, and, in all
our dealings with him, to act with justice and impartiality.
It discourages defamation—it bids us not to circulate any
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whisper of infamy—improve any hint of suspicion, or
publish any failure of conduct. It orders us to be faithful
to our trust—not to deceive him who relies upon us—to
be above the manners of dissimulation—to let the words
of our mouths express the thoughts of our hearts; and
whatever we promise, to religiously perform.”

The concurrent testimony of thousands can be added
to prove the moral purity of the precepts inculcated by
Masonry.

SECTION V.
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

1. It is a secret institution, and admits none but its
own members to its convocations.

Secret societies have existed in every age and country,
and have multiplied so rapidly within the last few years,
that a large majority of our best citizens are now members
of some one of them. That they are members and continue
to be, is an unanswerable argument in favor of secret
associations of this character. Our principles and objects
we proclaim to the world, and hold only our business
meetings privately. All the churches do this—theological
conventions do this—all institutions, from our state Senate
up to the Senate of the United States, sometimes sit with
closed doors. The immaculate Redeemer and his disciples
were in the habit of entering their room on the night of
every eighth day, and closed the door against all intruders.
All cabinet meetings in this and other countries, are held
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in secret. Every discreet and prudent family is a secret
association of the most inviolable and sacred character.
During the early age of the church, its meetings were
more secret than those of Masons at the present time, and
all its members were received in the most secret manner.
The door was always secured against Cowans, or, as the
uninitiated were then called, “dogs,” or Cowans. See
Matth. vii. 6; Philip. iii. 2.

This objection reminds me of a book I once read, with
the following title—“ A man can better judge of a thing,
by knowing something about it.” Ignorance has a nu-
merous and heterogeneous progeny. It newer reasons or
analyzes, and seldom arrives at correct conclusions.

The character of an institution should be determined
by its principles, and those of its members who live up to,
and fully exemplify, those principles. Our ritual is drawn
from the Bible, and must stand approved by all good men.
Judged by the reputation of those of its members who
adorned the institution by practising its precepts during
their lives, it is placed on a lofty eminence. Many of the
princes, kings, statesmen, and eminent divines of the old
world, lived and died adhering Masons. Time has not
diminished the number of great and good men, whose
names are enrolled on the records of Masonry in every
part of the civilized world.

In our own beloved country, the men now most revered
and canonized, were living epistles of Masonry during
their whole lives. The immortal Washington, all the
general officers, and most of the sages of the American
Revolution, were bright and shining lights in the galaxy
of this time-honored institution. Jackson, De Witt Clinton,

Edward Livingston, &nd many others of their time and
8
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high character, were proud to wear the Lamb-skin on
every proper occasion. A large proportion of the eminent
men of the present day, who figure as statesmen, judicial,
‘executive, and military officers, are members of this fra-
ternal family. Most of the clergy in the South, many in
the North, East and West, are consistent adhering Masons.

It affords me great pleasure in being able to add to this
illustrious list a large portion of the bone and sinew of
our expanding country, whose genius "and industry have
raised it to its present proud position, and whose strong
arms, nerved with sinews of steel, are ever ready to defend
it from the assaults of the enemies of that liberty, so
dearly purchased by our Masonic sires. To revile Ma~
sonry, is to revile the ashes of the veénerated dead, and
the brightest constellations of intellect now upon the
stage.

2. Secret signs are reprobated by the same astute ob-
jectors. s

This objection shows the absence of common observa-
tion and reflection. Secret signs enter into the every day
communications of life. In a mixed assembly, where
friends are mingling promiscuously, who has not given
the sly wink, the burning sneer, the significant motion of
the head, the hand, the finger, to some acquaintance, un-
observed by all but the person addressed? These signs,
in a more or less systematized form, pervade all classes,
and range from the simplest forms up to the more exalted

language of signs known only to Masons, and other insti-

tutions suggested by this. By their use David was saved
from impending ruin: 1 Sam. xx. 19, 21-22. When
Peter denied his Lord, no one but him and his Master
knew that the crowing of the cock was more dreadful to
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this recusant disciple than crashing thunder, and caused
him to repent and return to the path of duty, the only
path of safety : Luke xxii. 34, 60, 61. By the aid of a
secret sign, Rahab, her father, mother, brethren, and their
whole household were saved from certain death: Josh. ii.
18. "By the use of these signs thousands have been saved
from death, and I trust millions yet unborn will be rescued
by their magic power. They are important in Masonry
to guard against imposture, and arrest the attention of a
brother when in peril or distress.

All the secrets of our institution are embodied in our
" gystem of Masonic language, consisting of signs, symbols,'
tokens, and emblems, each of which conveys a distinct
and comprehensive meaning, independent of the other,
and are yet so connected and intelligently blended, as to
form o beautiful and harmonious system of universal lan-
guage, more impressive than the language of letters. Two
Masons, entirely ignorant of the vernacular language of
each other, can converse as understandingly and more im-
pressively than those speaking the same tongue—because
it is emphatically the language of the heart.

To those who do not understand the French or German,
those languages are as profoundly secret as the Masenic.
The objector does not censure the Frenchman and German
because he cannot understand them—why then censure
Masons because he does not understand ¢heir language?
They are as free to impart it to the worthy who apply for
instruction, as the teachers of other languages are to im- -
part theirs. The objection is as futile as the baseless
vision. :

8. Objectors have had much to say about the oaths and
penalties imposed upon, Masons.
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- The so called oath is a simple covenant between the
candidate and the members of a lodge—he binding him-
self by promise to abide by the rules and regulations in
in force—similar in its relations to the covenants sub-
scribed to by every member when admitted into a church.
Both are institutions of forms, symbols, and ceremonies,
which perfectly harmonize—the moral obligations are as
binding in the one as in the other. ‘

The dreadful penalties, so strongly deprecated by objec-
tors, exist only in the night-mare imaginations of the un-
mformed. The only penalties that can be inflicted upon .
" a recusant member, are, fine, suspension, and expulsion.

4. Masons are charged with exclusiveness in their
charities. :

The ablest expositor of religion who ever graced a pul-

pit, has clearly defined our posiﬁon on this point. St.
Paul wrote to the Galatians—¢ As we have opportunity,
therefore, let us do good unto all men—especially to those
who are of the household of faith.”
" Trace the operations and fixed laws of human nature
and social order, through all the various institutions of
society, from the family circle up to the formation of a
national government, and we find this principle as uniform
as the vital air that regulates our respiration. The Crea-
tor has stamped it indelibly upon all animal life—from
the smallest insect up to the climax of creation—MAN.
Masonry teaches us, first, to alleviate the distress of
worthy brothers, their widows and orphans, and to extend
relief to others as fully as our means will warrant. A
proper exclusiveness must be exercised by all charitable
institutions, or they would soon become bankrupt.
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8. Masonry may be used to advance political corrup-
 tion, and is therefore dangerous to the government.

For a Mason to enter into any political conspiracy,
would be a violation of his obligation. He is bound to be
faithful to his country, and true to the government under
which he lives. If'he performs his whole duty, the state
can ever rely upon his support, amidst the wildest scenes
of disorder and insubordination. It is intended that Ma-
sonry shall bind a man more firmly to be a good citizen,
and the determined supporter of social order and harmo-
nious society. Cases of alarm, on the part of govern-
ment, have several times been produced by the malicious
misrepresentations of the enemies of the institution; but
in every case, where an impartial investigation has been
had, the fesult was similar to that referred to in the case
of the. magistrates of Amsterdam—Masonry stood ap-
proved, and gained fresh lustre and strength.

I am not aware that Masons have ever violated their
obligations in our own country, as a fraternity, by lendmg
their aid to forward any political conspiracy.

It was several times done in Europe, and always proved
a blighting sirocco upon the institution.

6. Some pharisaical objectors delight in pointing out
the black sheep in our flock, and anxiously proclaim the
danger of associating with such men.

If such zealous guardians of society will point me to
any one association of men or women, where no unworthy
members can be found, I will more willingly endure the
stigma they aim to cast upon our ancient fraternity. It
cannot be done. This desideratum has not been realized
by the church, the place, above all others, where it should
be found. The humiliating fact does not tarnish the
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purity of the principles of either, but rather the reverse.
If there was nothing in the church or Masonry, to raise a
man to a higher standard in community, or in some way
benefit him, we should not find so many hypocrites in
both. If we had no solvent banks or coining mints, coun-
terfeit notes and bogus money would find no circulation.
Every institution, every organization of human invention,
from the family, through all the vast machinery of phi-
lanthropic operations, is cursed with the imps of Pande-
monium. There are thousands who put on the livery of
heaven, that they may serve the devil more effectually,
and more readily accomplish their nefarious designs. No
man or woman, with the power of reasoning clearly, and
judging impartially, will make a scapegoat of Masonry.

7. The exclusion of females is an objection that has
been proclaimed on the house-top, discussed at convivial
meetings, speculated on in the nursery, formed the basis
of curtain lectures, and has often been the source of the
most intense and sometimes dangerous excitement.

That they are not admitted to our convocations is true,
but not for the hackneyed reason often assigned, that
women cannot keep a secret. Originally, Masonry was
exclusively an operative association of men, formed for
the purpose of erecting buildings—consequently, its or-
ganic structure prohibits females from participating in its
labors. No man of proper feeling and refinement, would
ask a woman to handle mortar, brick, and stone; no
female would willingly engage in an employment so
arduous.

We trace the present system of speculative Masonry
to the building of Solomon’s Temple. It made the work-
ing tools, used in operative Masonry, symbols of moral
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duties. Rules of action were reduced to laws; symbols,
emblems, and signs were systematized ; lectures were in-
troduced; mental improvement was increased, and the
craft elevated to a loftier eminence of intellectual power
—all based upon the original plan of operative Masonry.
None but hale men were employed in erecting the temple;
our lodges are based entirely upon the usages then and
there adopted. Speculative Masonry is a moral structure,
designed to prepare men to become good husbands, kind
fathers, useful citizens, and fit subjects for the realms of
unfading glory beyond the skies. Under the protection
of such men, the happiness of woman must be enhanced.
Every Mason is bound to protect, aid, and assist the wife
and widow of a brother, wherever necessary. The welfare
of the fair sex is a matter of anxious consideration with our
fraternity, and we ever desire the approving smiles of
woman, to cheer us onward in the performance of the
noble work in which we are engaged.

As a partial recompense for the exclusion complained
of, some lodges confer degrees upon the wives, widows,
and adult daughters of Masons, which give them all the
protective and pecuniary advantages enjoyed by brother
Masons. I have known several instances of their practi-
cal usefulness.

With this explanation, I trust the ladies will be satis-
fied, and feel perfectly willing to remain exempt from the
arduous labors exemplified in our lodges.

8. The charge of intemperance is another objection
urged by our opponents.

Instances of this burning, ruinous vice, have occurred
in this, as in all other institutions, from the family circle
up to the highest tribunals in our land. Its blighting
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curse has withered many of the fairest flowers of our
land, and blotted out many bright luminaries of genius
before they reached meridian. It has drawn rivers of
tears from aching hearts, and spread the mantle of gloom
over families and communities. It is in direct violation
of the laws of Masonry, and subjects the offending brother
to immediate discipline, and, if persisted in, to expulsion.
Our ritual prohibits licentiousness of every name and
nature. If our members violate their obligations by im-
proper conduct, it does not detract from the purity of our

principles or from the high character of our institution.

Our legislative halls, our cabinets, the halls of justice, the
bars, the pulpits, the medical profession, all classes and
grades of society, have furnishtd victims for this' Prome-
thean vulture. If the objection is valid against the
Masonic institution, it applies with equal force to all the
others named.

Intoxicating drinks are banished from all the lodge
rooms in the United States—let the good work reach the
whole human family.

Masons are bound to aid in annihilating this hydra
monster, and in restoring men to their right minds on this
all important subject. The first total abstinence society
on record, was formed by Masons, in Italy, more than one
hundred and twenty years ago, under the name of Xero-
phagists—men who do not drink—under which name they
met to avoid the action of the famous bull of Pope Cle-
ment XII., in 1738. If the charge is still persisted in by
the objector, lay it at the door of all the other institutions
named, and we will be willing to bear a fair proportion of
the stigma. ‘

9. Many are found, particularly in the church, who
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object to our order, because they profess to believe we
make it our religion.

Masonry does not claim to impart the renovating
efficacy or consoling influences of the Holy Spirit—the
operation of which, upon the natural man, is the grand
prerogative of regeneration—Dbut it does claim an obedience
-to the moral law, which, if made the rule of action, will
prevent a man from becoming a stupid atheist or an irre-
ligious libertine. .

Dr. Oliver observed, “If Masonry is not universal
religion, it forms a most beautiful auxiliary to every sys-
tem of faith which man’s freedom of thought has pro-
jJected to carry him to the one happy bourne, which is
the common object of all our hopes and wishes.”

Masonry is so far interwoven with religion as to place
its members under the highest obligation to pay that
homage to Deity which should constitute their duty and
happiness. 4

When our Saviour was asked, Which is the greatest
commandment in the law? he answered, “ Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like unto it,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” St.
Matthew xxii. 37-8-9-40. And, in St. John xiii. 34,
Christ says, ¢ A new commandment I give unto you, That
you love one another—as I have loved you, that ye also
love one another.” '

These doctrines are taught throughout the whole
length and breadth of Masonry, and enforced by the
most engaging lectures. '
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St. Paul beseeched the Romans to “ Let love be with-
out dissimilation—to abhor that which is evil, and cleave
to that which is good, and to be kindly affectioned one
to another with BROTHERLY LoVE.” Romans xii. 9, T0.
In the 13th chapter of 1 Corinthians the same able expo-
sitor of religion gives a most vivid and sublime description
of the darling attribute of Masonry—CHARITY, and places
it at the head of all the Christian virtues. It is the
Archimedian lever of our venerable institution.

In his first chapter, 27th verse, St. James says, ¢ Pure
religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this:
to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and
to keep himself unspotted from the world.”

All these teachings are found in our ritual, and are affec-
tionately urged in our lodges, and exemplified by all pure
and genuine Masons.

If it is the object of Christianity to bind us to the per-
formance of duty by the sacred obligations we owe to God,
to point us to the hopes and expectations of another and
better world, and to direct our actions in this by a stand-
-ard to be applied to the future, then Masonry is so far a
religious institution. It teaches, as fully as the theologi-
cal schools, the existence and ruling power of a Supreme
Being—the immortality of the soul—the resurrection of
the dead, and future rewards and punishments. True, it
selects for no man the mode and manner he must worship
his Creator—designates no particular church in which he
must offer up his devotions—directs no form of altar on
which he must make his oblations—institutes no liturgy
for his form of prayer, but leaves each member to choose
and adopt the religious tenets his own conscience dictates.

It recognises revealed religion without entering into the
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speculations of polemical theology, and leaves every miem-
ber to determine for himself his duty to his God, his
fellow-man and himself, as revealed in the great light of
Masonry—the Holy Bible, whose bright effulgence warns
us of the perils that surround us, and points us to the
haven of eternal rest and unalloyed felicity beyond the
skies.

In all its precepts and actions, Masonry seeks the
counsel and approval of revealed religion, and aims at a
unity with that holy institution in all that is essential to
the salvation of the immortal soul, irrespective of the
various creeds.and dogmas of* sectarianism. The Jew,
the Pagan, the Mohammedan, the Christian—all enter
our lodges under the broad banner of BROTHERLY LOVE,
without any fear of theological controversy or dogmatical
discussion.

The reader has noticed that an imperative prerequisite,
to obtain admission into a Masonic lodge, is, a full belief
in that ommipotent Jevovah whose wisdom devised the
universe—whose almighty power continues to sustain this
vast design, and the beauty of whose holiness covers it as
with a mantle. Our ritual points to the celestial canopy
above as the eternal lodge where he presides. It teaches
us the way to reach the portals of that distant temple
where BROTHERLY LOVE has free course and is glorified. It
reminds us of that Faith which should never doubt ; that
Hope which should never faint; that Charity which will
radiate its streams of living light through the rolling ages
of eternity. .

Reader, I have frankly and honestly stated the position
of our fraternity on the point in question. Ileave you to
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draw such conclusions from the premises as you deem
proper. Do it without prejudice, frankly and honestly.

~ SECTION VI
OPERATIVE MASONRY.

Operative Masonry relates to the construction of mate-
rial edifices, and commenced with the erection of the first
rude shelter made to shield the human family from the
inclemency of the weather, and is called Architecture.
This is based on Geometry, and is the art from which
Masonry derives its language of symbolic instruction.
Ages passed, before wisdom of design combined strength
of material with beauty of execution.

The first habitations of mankind were cabins, grottoes,
or caves. Virgil says, that before Troy and Pergamean
citadels existed, men dwelt in the bottoms of valleys.
Some of these early cavern dwellings exist at Ispica, in
Sicily, and are evidently of very remote antiquity, and
" constructed by people in the rudest state of nature.
Gellio, son of Cecelus, first invented mud buildings, con-
ceiving the idea from the construction of a martin’s nest.
Plutarch mentions cottages made of frame-work and mud.
Before the invention of brick houses by Euryalus and
Hyperbius, caves were used. The flat roofs of the private
buildings distinguished them from the public edifices.
All the houses at Pompeii received light only from the
doors. Neither the houses or rooms have any symmetry;
even a mosaic pavement was discovered, descending to-
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wards the door. The only ancient house of two stories,
was found at Pompeii. The stories consist of arches over
each other. The roofs of houses were first made flat.
The Greeks first gave them a small elevation in the centre;
the Romans increased it to the fifth of a span. The
Germans and other northern nations made the roof an
equilateral triangle. Diodorus Siculus says the Britons
built their houses of wood. The walls were made by
setting up stakes, or poles, and wattling them like hurdles,
and thatching with either reeds or straw. Wattled chim-
neys may be seen in Wales at the present time. A
gradual improvement was made in their dwellings by
setting stronger stakes or poles deeper in the earth, and
using large stones rudely laid upon each other without
mortar. Strabo says the fashion was round, with a high
pointed covering on the top. Csesar says they resembled
the Gaulish houses, and were only lighted by the doors,
This corresponds with their representation on the Anto-
nine column, where they are cylinders with a lofty arched
entrance, single or double—exact imitations of. large tea
canisters, the orifice at the top being for the escape of
smoke.

Sammes thus describes the first church built at Glaston-
bury—¢The walls of the church were made of twigs,
winded and twisted together after the ancient custome in
which king’s palaces were used to be built. So the King
of Wales, by name HeoLus WHa, in the year 940, built a
house of white twigs to retire into when he came a hunt-
ing into South Wales; therefore, it was called Ty Guyy,
that is, the White House, for he caused the twigs to be
barkt. Castles, themselves, in those daies, were framed
of the same materials and weaved together—for thus
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writes Giraldus Cambrensis, of Pembroke Castle. Arnul-
phus de Montgomery, in the daies of King Henry the first,
built that small castle of twigs and slight turf. Such rude
houses as these we see in Ireland, and in many places in
England.”

I have thus briefly referred to the rude state of opera-
tive Masonry at its commencement, that the reader may
more fully appreciate its rapid advancement, when the
combined action of inventive genius rose, like the morn-
ing sun, and shed new and increasing light upon the art.
Fresh lustre was constantly imparted to genius by science,
until the orders of Architecture were presented to an
admiring world in the strength and beauty of the present
proud era—all the work of Operative Masonry.

" Space cannot be spared in this small volume, to trace
the graduated scale of improvement in the art, from its
commencement up to its triumphant climax. A brief
notice of some of the styles of Architecture at different
periods must suffice.

The Cyclopean Style, from its extraordinary magnitude,
is ascribed to the early Cyclops, men, who, from their
power, prowess, and mighty works, are believed to have
been the Giants and Titans of the Septuagint version of
Isaiah, and whose deceased monarchs subsequently be-
came the sovereign gods of Greece and Rome. The
general character of the Cyclopean style was immense
blocks without cement, though the walls are now irre-
gular, from the smaller stones, which filled up the inter-
stices, having disappeared.

Hamilton divides the style into four eras. The firsf is
that used at Tiryns and Mycens, consisting of blocks of
various sizes, with the interstices filled with small stones.

¢
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The second era, as Iulis and Delphi, is marked by poly-
gonal stones, which fit into each other with great nicety.
In this stylethere are no courses. The third sfyle, as in
the Phocian cities, and in some of Boeeotia and Argolis,
was distinguished by the work being made in courses, and
the stones, though of unequal size, being of the same
height. The fourth style presents horizontal courses of
masonry, not always of the same height, but formed of
rectangular stones. This style was chiefly confined to
Attica. Pliny says the Cyclops were the inventors of
the fortifications of towns and of towers. Sir William
Gell considers Tiryns the best specimen of military archi-
tecture of the heroic ages. Homer calls it the well-walled
Tiryns, so that there cannot be a doubt but that the
present ruins are those of the citadel which existed in the
time of the poet, and was built by Pretus, about 1379
years before the Christian era.

The Cyclopean gate of Mycene affords a perfect com-
mentary upon certain passages of Scripture. The markets
were held in these places. Dr. Clarke says,—‘ Here we
see the origin of the vicinity between the forum, senate-
house, and basilica.” The Acropolis of Mycense is marked
by terraces, which wind up a hill, and were defended by
walls, square towers being placed at the angles, and at
about the distance of fifty feet 'in the straight walls.
Trer Caeri, the most perfect of the British fortresses, is in
like manner a hill, terraced and hooped with walls; and
the little Doward, near Monmouth, has the winding ascent
and earthy foundations at top, similar to Mycen®. The
ancient Irish fort, called Horseleap, is also a succession of
terraces. o,

Cyclopean Masonry was not confined to Greece. Spe-
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cimens are found at Ansidonia and Saturnia, in Italy,
both anterior to Rome, and at the old Sycosures in Arca-
dia, from which Italy was colonized. There are splendid
remains of Cyclopean religious Architecture at Salset,
Elephanta, Canora, and Illoura. They are caverns cut
out in the bbdy of a rocky hill, and shaped into courts,
supported by parts of the rock formed into columns, with
cushion-like capitals. The sides are filled with bas-reliefs,
so prominent that they are joined to the rock only by the
back. Many of the figures are colossal. The Cyclops
worshipped fire, Vulcan, and the Sun.

Egyptian Architecture astonishes by massive grandeur.
It consists of enormous blocks, thick columns, walls nar-
rowing upward, with immense impending cornices, but no
pediments or roofs, because it never rains there. It is an
improvement on the Cyclopean. The earliest Egyptian
column was patterned after a stalk of the lotus, topped
by its calix. The lotus is the ornament that reigned
everywhere; and is interlaced with infinite grace in the
volutes of the Ionic and Composite capitals. The calix
of a flower above a bundle of its stalks suggested the
form of the column, bas¢, and capital. All the ornaments
are heavy in the execution, and offer no repose to the eye.
The Egyptians worshipped every divinity but the graces;
everything was upon a grand scale, suited only to gods
and kings. Hence, their buildings exhibi¢ forests of
columns, avenues of sphinxes, lions, or rams—all colossal ;
large moles, with immense colossal statues in front of
them, obelisks, gateways, preceded by avenues, and de-
tached from the moles which flanked them.

Strabo thus describes an Egyptian temple: At the first
entrance is a court or avenue paved with stones, about
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100 feet wide, 300 or 400 feet long, sometimes more. This
is called the Dromos. On each side are sphinxes in two
rows, about 30 feet distant. After this, is one or more
vestibules, Next is the temple, which consists of a large
. court or ante-temple, and an innermost temple. The latter
is not very large, and no sculpture in it, unless it be
of some beast. At the further end of the ante-temple are
a sort of wings of the height of the temple, and the walls
as far distant from each other as are the breadths of the
foundations of the walls of the temple, and are so built as
to incline towards each other. On these walls are cut
very large figures, much like the Etruscan and Grecian
works. Strabo agrees with Herodotus, that the Egyptians
and Phoenicians were the first nations who erected temples.

Denon gives the general plan of great temples: 1. An
avenue of sphinxes. 2. Two colossal figures on each side
of a gateway, formed by immense towers of truncated
pyramids, with overhanging cornices. 3. This gateway
led into a court, full of columns and chambers round the
walls. 4. Passing across this, the visitor comes to other
courts, likewise full of columns, through gateways orna-
mented with colossal figures and obelisks. 5. In the
centre was the sanctuary, without light, consisting of a
single excavated block. At the temple of Latona there
was one 71 feet broad in front, carved out of one entire
stone, and roofed by another. It is said Semiramis
brought from the .mountains of Arabia, a rock, 30 feet
broad, and 225 feet long. Herodotus mentions one still
larger, conveyed from Elephanta. The general rule for
determining the age of Egyptian temples, is their size.
The smaller they are, the more ancient they are presumed
to be.

4
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The ancient Egyptians believed that their souls, after
many thousand years, would come to reinhabit their
bodies—in case these latter were preserved entire. Hence
arose the embalming and the situation of the sepulchres,
in places not subject to the inundation of the river.
These tombs at Thebes consist of sepulchral grottoes, made
in the side of a hill, from its base to within three-quarters
of its summit. The lowest are the best executed, and the
most spacious. A door, open to the east, leads to a gal-
lery, supported by columns or pilasters. At the end of
the gallery is a well, which leads to the catacombs, where
the mummies were deposited. These walls, from 40 to
60 feet deep, abut upon long subterranean alleys, termi-
nating in a square room, supported by pillars. In the
upper gallery are bas-reliefs, or paintings on subjects re-
lating to the funeral ceremonies; and every grotto had a
ceiling painted in a fanciful manner. Every grotto com-
municated with the valley by a large door. This leads
into a succession of galleries, with chambers on both
sides. One of these contains the actual sarcophagus, in
which was placed the mummy of a king. It retains its
cover, upon which is the royal effigy. The grand point
of notice, however, in these souterrains, is the fresco
paintings. They exhibit all the arts of civilization which
then existed in Egypt, such as relate to manufacture and
agriculture, saddlery, carriages, pottery, counters for trade,
rural employment, hunting, fishing, marches. of troops,
punishments in use, musical instruments, hablts, and fur-
niture.

Sesostris placed in the temple of Vulcan, at Mempbhis,
colossal figures of himself and his w1fe, 30 cubits high,
and of his children, 20.
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How the Egyptians and Cyclopeans moved and formed
such stupendous masses, has been often a subject of doubt
and admiration—but the principles of mechanics are few
and simple. Plumb-lines, wheels, axles, and.levers ‘ire
mentioned in all contemporary writings.

The pyramids of Egypt have been opened within these
few years, but without any particular discovery—besides
some passages, and an empty chamber in the great pyra-
mid, 66 feet by 27. In an upper chamber, 36 feet by 18,
and 19 high, there was found a sarcophagus. Similar
chambers were found in smaller pyramids, empty, but
sometimes containing images and rude sculptures. Belzoni
penetrated the second pyramid of Chesroes, and found a
chamber, 46 feet by 16, and 24 high, with a sarcophagus,
and an inscription, certifying that it had been opened by
Mahomet I. The great pyramid is 543 feet high, and the
second, 452 feet.

The temple of Ypsambul, in Nubia, is cut out of the
solid rock, and of vast dimensions. ‘Belzoni found in it
four colossal figures, 66 feet high, 25 feet across the
shoulders, the face 7 feet, and the ear above a yard.

The same English and Italian excavators also dug out

_the great Sphinx, and found that it was sculptured from

the solid rock, the paws being put on by Masonry. Since
that time, Egypt has been visited by many zealous anti-
quarian travellers, particularly by M. Calliaud, and lastly
by M. Champollion, a gentleman who has analyzed the
principles of the hieroglyphic characters, so as to be able
to translate them with little difficulty ; and it appears,
that, instead of veiling great mysteries, their contents are
little more important than those of the tomb-stones in a
country church-yard, generally certifying nothing more
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than the name of the constructor, and the local and tem-
porary object for which it was set up, mixed with some
trifling mythological reference.

o addition to the five orders of Architecture named
in Section IV., there are now added the Gothic, Oriental,
Egyptian, Saxon, and Chinese styles, all based upon sthe
original Grecian orders.

- In the Tuscan order the shaft is six times the diameter,
and the base and capital each half a diameter; the whole
seven diameters, and the pedestal is a fourth more, and
the entablature a fifth.

The Corinthian column is 20 modules high, the entab-
lature 5, the base 1, the capital 70 minutes.

In the Composite order the height is 20 modules, the
entablature 5, the capital 70 minutes, the base 30 minutes.

In the Doric order the base is 32 minutes, the pedestal
1 diameter 36 minutes, the cornice 16 minutes, the base
3 minutes, the shafts 7 diameters, the capital 30 minutes,

the architrave 30, the frieze 45, and the cornice 45.
~ In a Doric column the ‘height of the base, shaft, and
capital, is modules; the entablature over the capital is 4
modules, 1 for the architrave, 1% for the frieze, and 1% for
the cornice. The base is one module, and the capital 32
minutes. . ‘

The spiral ornaments, like rams’ horns in the Ionic,
Corinthian, and Composite, are called Volutes. Caryatides,
to support entablatures, were figures of Carian women,
taken prisoners in the city of Caria by the Athenians.
Men are called Atlantides.

Ascending, the parts of a column are the plinth, the
torus, the bead, the cincture, the shaft, the astragal, the
colorind, the annulets, the avolo, the abacus, the fillet,
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the architrave, the frieze, the cornice, the listel, or upper-
most projection. :

Columns consist of pedestal, shaft, and the capltal in
the Dorie, Ionic, Corinthian, Tuscan, or Composite orders.
A pillar is a detached column.- A pilaster is a support in
a wall, square; but in the proportion of the columns.

A minute, in Architecture, is the 60th of the greatest
diameter or module.

Columns, in ascending, are diminished one-sixth or
{sths in diameter, commencing about one-third of the
height. '

Egyptian modules are the height of the Ionic column,
and 4% is the entablature. The capital is 21 minutes,
and the base 30 minutes. In the entablature the archl-
trave is 3, the frieze 3, the cornice 4.

The Saxon style is known by the circular arch, and
the Gothic by the pointed arch, either single or florid.

A well-proportioned room is a breadth and a half.

Babel, or Baalbel, was a lofty temple built at Babylon |
by Belus, both as an observatory and a temple of the
Sun. It remains still in existence, under the name of
Birs Nimroud, and has been amply described by Rich and
Porter. It was formed of 8 square towers, one on the
other, 660 feet high, and the same at each side of its base.
Lately its height was 160 feet, and the reeds, between
every 3 or 4 layers of brick, were perfectly fresh, while
the brick seems to be calcined by fire. Babylon continued,
for 2000 years after it was built, to be the most splendid
city in the world, and so Alexander found it as late as
325 B.c. It decayed on the building of Bagdad by the
Caliphs in 760, that being better situated for intercourse.
According to the Jewish annals, it was built 2234 s.c.,
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beantified and enlarged in 2150, by Semiramis, who led
from it her armies of all nations. The Euphrates passed
through it. It was a square, 15 miles on each side, with
100 brass gates. It was composed of 25 streets each way,
15 miles long, and 150 feet broad, crossing each other at
right angles, besides 4 half streets, 200 feet wide, facing
the walls with detached houses, with gardens, and plea-
sure-grounds. The walls were 87 feet thick and 370 high,
so says Herodotus and other ancients.

The palace, the hunting gardens, the artificial lake 40
miles square and 6 fathoms deep, as well as the temple of
Belus, or Baal, with a golden image 40 feet high, valued at
3% millions sterling, all savor of Eastern exaggeration. In
540 B.c. it was besieged by Cyrus, but being provisioned
for 20 years, he blockaded it for 2 years, and then took
it by stratagem, during a festival of the Babylonians, by
turning the river above the city and passing on the
drained bed under the walls. In 518, under Darius, it
revolted, and being retaken, its 100 gates and walls were
destroyed. In 478 Xerxes, after his defeat in Greece,
passed through Babylon, and, to recruit his treasures,
. plundered the temple of Belus, and demolished its lofty
tower. In 324 Alexander began to rebuild it, and em-
ployed 10,000 men for two months, but his death arrested

their progress. Thirty years after, Seleucus built Seleucia

near it, and drew off its inhabitants, so that in 650 years
after, Jerome describes it as deserted. :

The palace of the kings of Babylon is still so called
by the natives under the name of the Kasr. It is a vast
mass, 700 yards each way. The walls are 8 feet thick,
one within another, and strengthened with buttresses.
There is also another extensive ruin called Amram,
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three-quarters of a mile long, and half a mile broad,
which rises 50 or 60 fect above the level of the plain. A
third mass is called the Muljelibe, which is considered to
be the remains of the tower of Belus; the sides are from
150 to 200 yards, and the present elevation is 141 feet.
The ruins are immense, consisting of pottery, vitrified
brick, bitumen, &c. Another vast ruin or tower, six miles
south-west of Hellah, is called the Birs Nimroud, and
consists of a mound 762 yards around, rising in a conical
form 198 feet, and on its top has a solid cone of brick-
work 37 feet high. Whether this or the former is the
temple of Belus, seems uncertain; near it is another
mound, with traces of ruins of vast magnitude. The
three former buildings are on the eastern bank, and the
Birs Nimrod on the western side of the Euphrates.

These vast remains lie on the bank of the Euphrates,
north of the village of Hellah, 9 miles from Mohawil, and
48 from Bagdad, and, for their age, are wonderfully pre-
‘served.

The walls of Babylon were 64 miles round, which,
when the city decayed, served as a park for hunting to
- the kings of Persia. The era of Nabonasser, one of the
kings, was the 8th Olympiad, 6th of Rome, or 748 B. C.

Noah’s Ark, taking the cubit at 22 inches, was 547
feet long, 91 broad, and 54 high, measuring 72,625 tons.

The wall which separates China from Tartary, has been
built over 5000 years, and is over 1200 miles in length.
Its height varies to suit the surface passed over—from 30
feet upward, and 24 broad at top. The foundation is laid
on large square stones; the superstructure is brick; the
centre is a kind of mortar, covered with flag stones. A
strong parapet runs on each side of an embattled wall.




62 THE MASONIC ADVOCATE.

If we consider that this immense fabric passes over the

"widest rivers, on arches of proportionate size, or, in the
same form, connects mountains, occasionally ascending the
highest hills, or descending into the deepest vales, the
most active powers of imagination will be required to
realize this effort of man. In every. situation, however,
the passage along it is easy and uninterrupted; and it
serves as a military way from one end of the kingdom to
the other. At proper intervals there are strong towers
placed, from which signals are repeated, and an alarm
may be communicated to the most distant parts of the
empire, with the expedition of the telegraph.

Nineveh was 15 miles by 9, and 40 round, with the
walls 100 feet high, and thick enough for three chariots
abreast.

The temple of Diana, at Ephesus, was 425 feet long,
and 200 broad, with 127 columns, 60 feet high, to sup-
port the roof. It was 220 years building.

The largest of the pyramids is 481 feet high, and 693
feet on its sides; its base covers 11 -acres. The stones
are about 30 feet in length, and the layers are 208;
360,000 men were employed in its erection.

The Labyrinth of Egypt contained 3000 chambers, and
12 halls.

Thebes, in Egypt, presents ruins 27 miles round. It
had 100 gates

Carthage was 25 miles round.

Athens was 26 miles round, and contained 25,000 citi-
zens, and 400,000 slaves.

The temple of Delphos was 8o rich in donations, that
it was once plundered of 10,000 talents, or 21 millions
sterling ; and Nero carried from it 500 statues.
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The temple of Ephesus, in which stood a mean statue,
in wood, representing a female with many paps, was dedi-
cated to Diana, and rebuilt seven times. In 356, the day
Alexander was born, it was burnt by an incendiary. It
was 220 years in rebuilding. It was 425 feet long, 225
broad, supported by 127 columns, 60 feet high, furnished
by princes, and curiously sculptured, each weighing 150
tons of Parian marble. Internally, it was decorated with
gold, paintings, and statues by the great masters—Scopas,
Apelles, Praxiteles, Parrhasius, and the female Tima-
rete. The priests were emasculated, and the sacred vir-
gins were of the highest birth. It was finally destroyed
by the Goths, in 260. The Turks, in 1300, finished the
overthrow of all its edifices, and it is now deserted for
Ajasoleck, two miles distant.

The temple of Baalbec, in Syria, was famous for its
devotion to Baal, or the Sun, but is now in ruins. The
outer court, covered with architectural ruins, is 180 feet
in diameter. There is then a square of 350 feet, and on
its west side, six enormous columns, the peristyle of the
grand temple, once 54 in number, 21 feet round, 72 high.
There is also a smaller temple, with 21 columns, 15 feet
round, and 44 high. The stones of the walls are 30 feet
long, and 9 deep; and three are 68 feet long, and 12
deep.

The construction of temples was adapted by the
ancients to the nature and functions of the deities.
Those of Jupiter Fulminans, Coelum, the Sun, Moon, and
Deus-Fidius, were uncovered. The temples of Minerva,
Mars, and Hercules, were of the Doric order, which
suited the robust virtue of these divinities. The Corin-
thian was employed for Venus, Flora, Proserpine, and the

!
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aquatic Nymphs. The JTonic was used in the temples
of Juno, Diana, and Bacchus, as a just mixture of ele-
gance and majesty.

Winckelmann, quoting the comedies of Plautns and
Terence, observes, that Grecian doors opened outwards;
go that a person leaving the house, knocked first within,
lest he should open the door in the face of a passenger.
Hinges were not then in use; and at Rome, Pompeii, and
Herculaneum, doors, even of marble, have at top and bot-
tom, pivots, which turn in sockets.

The Caaba, now the temple of Mecca, was the ancient
temple of the Arabs, with 360 idols—one for every degree
—and the statue of Hobab, with seven arrows, for the
planets. This worship was established by Saba, the
eighth from Noah, who called himself Servant of the
Sun, and was Sabeanism, which once extended over Asia.
They built temples to the seven planets, the 12 signs, and
24 principal constellations. They-reverenced the Book
of Seth, who divided the zodiac, taught the aspects,
assigned the virtues of the planets, &. Job was of this
country; and the chief race of their kings was called
Tobba. Hence, in Job, the references to Arcturus, the
Pleiades, &. It is now called El Haram, or Inviolable.
In the north-east corner is the tomb of Mahomet, sur-
rounded by an iron-green railing, interwoven with inscrip-
tions, in filigree of yellow bronze, of “La Illaha il Allah
al hak al Mobyn,” meaning, There is no God but God,”
in silver letters. The railing and its ornaments are so
close, that there are small windows to look through.
Persons of rank are permitted to go within the railing,
where nothing is seen but a curtain, which covers a square
building of black stones, in the interior of which are the
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tombs of Mahomet, Abu-Beker, and Omar—the largest
being Mahomet’s. The coffins are below; and that of
Mahomet is cased in silver, with this inscription, ¢ In the
name of God bestow mercy upon him.” The stones, or
tomb in the centre, have rich coverings. The curtain
round them is 30 feet high, and these articles, when
changed, are sent as a present to every new Grand Seig-
nior, to cover the tomb of his predecessor, and he returns
new ones in exchange. '

The Caaba is a stone edifice in the temple, of extreme
antiquity, and held in such sanctity that the Mahometans
in their prayers always direct their faces towards it. The
floor is raised six feet, and a door and window admit light.
They say it was built by Adam, and rebuilt by Abraham
and Ishmael, and they show the place where he stood,
now enclosed with iron—also the tomb of Ishmael, and
a black stone given by Gabriel to Mahomet. Every
Mussulman must visit the Caaba once, consequently thou-
sands of pilgrims visit it annually. The ceremonies are :
walking seven times round the Caaba, kissing the black
stone, and several otherperformances equally important
to the pilgrims. They are Sabean ceremonies, and used
ages before the time of Mahomet, and adopted and im-
posed by him.

There are two periods in British architecture—the
Cyclopean and Roman. Of the former style, Stonehenge
is the chief existing monument, and there can be no doubt
but that this circle is the Temple of the Sun in Britain,
mentioned by Diodorus. It is circular, as were all tem-
ples of the Sun and Vesta. The Adytum, or Sanctum
Sanctorum, is oval, representing the mundane egg, after
the manner that all those adyta in which the sacred fire
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perpetually blazed were constantly fabricated. The situa-
tion is fixed astronoinically—the grand entrance, and that
of Abury, being placed exactly north-east, as all the gates
or portals of the ancient cavern-temples were, especially
those dedicated to. Mithra, the Sun. The number of
stones upright in the outward circles, making together
exactly sixty, plainly alludes to that peculiar and promi-
nent feature of Asiatic astronomy, the sexagenary cycle,
while the number of stones forming the minor cycle of
the cove, being exactly 19, displays to us the famous
Metonic or rather Indian cycle—and that of 30 repeat-
edly occurring, the number of degrees in the signs of the
Zodiac. Further, the temple being uncovered, proves it
- to have been erected full 500 years. before Christ, before
the age of Zoroaster, who first covered in the Persian
temples. Finally, the heads and horns of oxen and other
animals, found buried in the spot, prove that the sangui-
nary rites peculiar to the solar superstition, were actually
practised within the bounds of the hallowed circle. The
present Stonehenge was no doubt revived by Ambrosius,
about 460.

A green walk surrounds Stonehenge, made on purpose
for the Deasnil, or going three times around it, a Druidical
custom, afterwards practised in Ireland, even with regard
to Christian churches.

There seems little reason to think but that stone circles
were Cyclopean temples of the sun, founded before the

“invention of the orders, and, like all temples, used for
public purposes when necessary.

Cromlechs, or large stones placed in the fashion of a
table, but in an inclining position upon others, smaller,
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with or without stone circles annexed, are generally
deemed altar-stones. '

As to the second period, the Romanized Britons, in the
time of Constantine, were builders of the best description,
and built houses, temples, courts, and market-places in the
towns with every Roman accompaniment of mosaic pave-
ments, saloons, and porticoes.

British castles were strong, fortified, very tall houses,
built upon the top of a hill, or mount, with gates and
walls, both of brick and stone.

The Anglo-Saxon castles consisted of a round or square

tower-keep, ascended by a direct flight of steps in front.

The Danish castles had round keeps upon conical hills,
of clay, lime, or stone. The fossatum was gencrally a
conical rising ground. The first entrenchment was made
round the top, and the earth thrown round the hill. On
the side of the fort which was lowest, they raised terraces
and artificial banks.

Norman castles were Anglo-Saxon, enlarged and im-
proved into a Gundulf Keep, like that of Rochester, built
by Bishop Gundulf, an eminent architect. It was entered
by a grand staircase, which went partly round two of the
outside fronts of the castle, and ended in a grand portal,
before which was a drawbridge. On the floor, where was
the principal entrance, there were no windows or lights
whatever—not even loop-holes on the same side, as the
entrance and top of the staircase. The extreme incon-
venience of including the offices of a large establishment
* in the narrow dimensions of a single tower, rendered it
either habitable only as a temporary thing under warfare,
or with adjuncts, as kitchens, suites of rooms, &c. The
garrison, after defending the walls, upon their demolition
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fled to the keep. Hence, old keeps were surrounded with
a court of high walls, furnished with angular towers, and
one of the corner towers was made of the strength and
fashion of a keep.

Stone buildings, says William of Malmsbury, were
deemed miraculous by the Britons, as thatched and wat-
tled work obtained among them.

The Lancet arch is the oldest form of arch known in
the east; and the Ogee, or pointed arch, with convex cur-
vatures, is also common and ancient in the east. The
Lancet arch is also seen in aqueducts built by Trajan.
Columns and intersecting arches occur in a Roman pave-
ment found at Louth. The flat-pointed arch of the fif-
teenth century is twice seen at Pompeii, as well as the
recded column.

Ancient Chinese bridges, of great magnitude, are built
with stone arches exactly like those which have been con-
sidered as & Roman invention.

The pointed arch appears, but not as a fashion, so early
as the reign of Edgar. About the reign of Henry II.
occurs the pointed obtuse arch, and round the arch often
intermixed or alternate.

In the beginning of the thirteenth century, the Gothic
style seems to have been completely established. In this
early style, the arches differed very much, but were usu-
ally sharply pointed, the windows long, narrow, and lan-
cet-shaped, and frequently decorated in the inside, and
sometimes on the outside also, with slender shafts, fre-

quently with fasciee round them, and the capitals with -

foliage. ,
The naves of the churches were not always paved,
whence the use of rushes, for warmth and better kneel-
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ing. Men used to stand on the right hand, or south side;
women on the left, or north.

The nimbus, or glory, drawn by painters -round the
heads of saints, &c., was first used by the Ceesars and
their flatterers.

Church-towers were originally parochial fortresses.

Monasteries had appendages to their churches of various
kinds, as cloisters, the general resort of the monks, fur-
nished with carrels or pews for writing, and lavatories,
where they washed ; refectories, or fratries, large wains-
coated halls, with a crucifixion above the boards, a dresser,
almories or cupboards, windows opening into the kitchen,
through which the meal was served, and desk, with a
Bible for reading during the dinner. Chapter-rooms, with
rows of stone-benches one above another, crucifix, a read-
ing-desk and bench, and higher seat for the abbot. Dor-
mitories, long rooms with wainscoated partitions for each
bed, to every one a window, and in each window a desk
to support their books.

Stone crosses owed their origin to marking the Druid
" stones with crosses, in order to change the worship with-
out breaking the prejudice.

Timber, with lath and plaster, and thatch for the roofs,
constituted the chief materials in the dwellings of the
English from an early period till near the close of the
fourteenth century, and beginning of the fifteenth, when
bricks began to be used in the better sort of houses.

The Britons had no bed-rooms, but, according to the
custom of the ancient Welsh and Highlanders, slept on
the floor on mats, in one common room. The bed-rooms
and upper chambers of the Anglo-Saxons were vaulted,

i 2
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bolted, furnished with a chest.and a round back chair, by
the side of the bed, adorned with silk palls and hangings.

Fire-places were arched hearths among the Anglo-Sax-
ons. Mediastini were fire-places in the centre, and holes
for the escape of smoke. At Chevely-Park, Cambridge-
shire, is a fire-place in the form of pantiles. Reredosses
and chafing-dishes were the most usual till the general
use of chimneys. Leland, speaking of Bolton Castle, says :
“One thynge I much notyd in the haulle of Bolton—how
chimneys were conveyed by tunnels made on the syds of
the wauls betwyxt the lights in the hawle; and by this
means, and by no covere, is the smoke of the harthe in
the hawls worder strangely convayed.” '

Transparent windows were, in the time of Seneca, quite
novel. Stubbs ascribes the introduction of stone and glass
windows in England to Walfried, Bishop of Worcester, in
736.

Bow-bridge, built 1118, is the first in England of stone,
but those of wood, fortified with planks and merlined,
were common.

The Needle of Cleopatra, and Pompey’s Pillar, are co-

lossal objects, which have been celebrated for ages, and
excited just admiration for exquisite workmanship and
antiquity, and formed one solid block of red granite, origi-
nally conveyed from the quarries in Upper Egypt, near
the cataracts, and situated close to the shore. They are
each about 70 feet in height, from 180 to 190 tons in
weight, and upwards of 7 feet square at the base. The
four sides are richly adorned with hieroglyphics, sculptured
one inch in depth.

The Seraglio at Constantinople is on the eastern point.
The area is 150 acres, enclosed with high walls. The
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entrance from the west is called the Sublime Porte, a
name frequently given to the whole government. The
second gate is called the Gate of Happiness, and in its
splendid buildings are lodged from five to six hundred
females, guarded by eunuchs. There is also an old sera-
glio in the centre of the city, where are kept the wives
and concubines of former sultans. At a short distance
from the Sublime Porte, stands the ancient Christian
Church of St. Sophia, built by Justinian, and, since the
’ Mohammedan conquest, in 1453, used as an imperial
mosque. It abounds in curiosities. Its length is 269
feet, and its breadth 243 feet. Six of its pillars are of
green jasper, from the temple of Diana, at Ephesus, and
eight of porphyry, from the Temple of the Sun, at Rome.

The Vatican, a magnificent palace in Rome, is said to
consist of 7000 rooms. It is advantageously situated on
an eminence on one of the seven hills on which ancient
Rome was built. The parts the most admired are, the
grand staircase, the Pope’s apartments; and, above all,
the Vatican library, so beautiful a fabric, that it is said it
will admit of no improvement, and also the richest in the
world, both in printed books and manuscripts.

The most superb palace in Europe is that at Versailles,
about 12 miles from Paris, built by Louis XIV., and next
to it arc the -scries of Parisian Palaces, the Louvre and
the Tuileries, all of vast extent and splendor.

To fully trace the triumphant career of Operative
Masonry, from its infancy to its present state of beauty,
strength, perfection, sublimity, and grandeur, would re-
quire the combined powers of the classic world, and
would exhaust every fountain of imagination in the ethe-

real regions of romance. Its vastness is beyond the grasp
5
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of human intellect. We can only wonder and admire,
but never realize its stupendous greatness, its gigantic
dimensions, its boundless extent, its all pervading powers.
Its monuments of triumph are spread over the four quar-
ters of the globe. Its march is still onward and upward
—its eagle flight is on the wings of fame, shrouded in a
cloud of glory. We may look, see, talk, and write upon
its triumphant achievements, its magic wonders, its un-
tiring perseverance, its burning zeal, and its magnificent
exploits, but can never measure its vast extent. Upon
this bright picture every Mason must gaze with rapturous
delight. It is faintly drawn—a mere outline of the reality,
but these faint delineations are truthful and intended to
quicken the Masonic pulsations of every brother, and
impart to him new life and fresh vigor in the glorious
cause we profess to honor. May our noble Art still repose
on the pure bosom of genius, and continue to be the
nursling of science, and may the moral lessons drawn
from the working tools of Operative Masonry enable us, as
Speculative Masons, to rear a superstructure that shall
reach from earth to the Celestial Lodge above, composed
of living stones, duly fitted and prepared for that build-
ing, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

We may say of our glorious Art as Virgil did of
Fame,

“Soon grows the pigmy to gigantic size,
. Her feet on earth—her forehead in the skies.”
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SECTION VII.
ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF SPECULATIVE MASONRY.

The learned and astute Dr. Oliver contends that what
is denominated Speculative Masonry was coeval with the
cPeation of our globe, and that the mysteries of idolatry
were subsequent, founded on similar principles, for the
purpose of giving unity and strength to the false worship,
which, but for this, it would never have acquired. These
mysteries he calls Spurious Free Masonry, and believes
the legends and truths which were transmitted pure
through the race of Seth, were altered and corrupted by
that of Cain, and that much confusion arose in conse-
quence of the frequent intercommunications of these two
races before the Deluge, the faithful still adhering to the
truth. Of these was Noah, who, out of all these devia-
tions, was enabled to distinguish truth from falsehood,
and transmitted the former, in a direct line, through
Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Levi, Kelhoth, Amram,
Moses, Joshua, the Elders, Prophets, and the wise men, to
Solomon. But Ham had been long familiar with the cor-
ruptions of the system of Cain, and with the gradual
deviations from truth which had crept into the system of
Seth, and, after the Deluge, he propagated the worst fea-
tures of both systems among his descendants, out of
which, he or his immediate posterity, formed the institu-
tions known, by way of distinction, as Spurious Free
Masonry. .

This theory is approved by most Masonic writers, but
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Mackey considers it imperfect unless we advance one step
further. He supposes that Spurious Free Masonry de-
scended through the Gymnosophists of India to Egypt,
and thence into Greece, and perhaps, by a different route,
to Scandinavia and the northern nations of Europe.
Among all these it appeared in the form of initiations
and mysteries, whose legends bore just so much of the
remains of truth as to evince their divine origin, and yet
so much of falsehood as to demonstrate their human cor-
ruption—that in after times, there was a communication
between one branch of Spurious Free Masonry and the
true system—that this took place at the temple of Solo-
mon, between the Jewish Masons and the Dionysian Arti-
ficers, where true Free Masonry borrowed its present
organization from the greater practical wisdom of the
Dionysian, without surrendering any of its truth. The
bond of this union between the two bodies was Hiram
Abif, who was a member of both systems—of the true
system, by birth from Jewish parents—of the spurious,
by profession and residence as an Artificer of Tyre.
MrysTERIES is the name given to those religious assem-
blies of the ancients, whose ceremonies were conducted in
secret, whose doctrines were known only to those who
had obtained the right of knowledge by a previous initia-
tion, and whose members were in possession of signs and
tokens by which they were enabled to recognise each other.
For the origin of these mysteries we must look to the
Gymnosophists of India, from whom they passed through
Egypt into Greece and Rome; and from whom, likewise,
they were extended, in a more immediate line, to the
northern part of Europe, and to Britain. The most im-
portant of these mysteries were those of Mithras, cele-
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brated in Persia; of Osiris and Isis, celebrated in Egypt;
of Eleusis, instituted in Greece; and the Scandinavian
and Druidical rites, which were confined to the Gothic
and Celtic tribes. In all these various mysteries; we find
a singular unity of design, clearly indicating a common
origin, and a purity of doctrine, as evidently proving that
this common origin was not to be sought for in the popular
theology of the Pagan world. The ceremonies of initia-
tion were all funereal in their character. They celebrated
the death and the resurrection of some cherished being,
either the object of esteem as a hero, or of devotion as a
god. Subordination of degrees was instituted, and the

.candidate was subjected to probations, varying in their

character and severity; the rites were practised in the
darkness of night, and often amid the gloom of impene--
trable forests or subterranean caverns; and the full fruition
of knowledge, for which so much labor was endured, and
so much danger incurred, was not attained until the
aspirant, well tried and thoroughly purified, had reached
the place of wisdom and of light.

These mysteries undoubtedly owed their origin to the
desire on the part of the priests, of establishing an esoteric
philosophy, in which should be taught the sublime truths
which they had derived (though they themselves at
length forgot the source) from the instruction of God
himself, through the ancient patriarchs. By this confine-
ment of these doctrines to a system of secret knowledge,
guarded by the most rigid rites, could they only expect to
preserve them from the superstitions, innovations, and
corruptions of the world as it then existed. ¢ The distin-
guished few,” says Oliver, “ who retained their fidelity,
uncontaminated by the contagion of evil example, would
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soon be able to estimate the superior benefits of an isolated
institution, which afforded the advantage of a select so-
ciety, and kept, at an unapproachable distance, the pro-
fane scoffer, whose presence might pollute their pure
devotions, and social converse, by contumelious language
of unholy mirth.” And, doubtless, the prevention of this
intrusion, and the preservation of these sublime truths,
was the original object of the institution of the ceremonies
of initiation, and the adoption of other means by which
the initiated could be recognised, and the uninitiated
excluded. Such was the opinion of Warburton, who says
that, “The mysteries were at first the retreats of sense
and virtue, till time corrupted them in most of the gods.”.

The Abbé Robin, in a learned work on this subject,
places the origin of the initiations at that remote period
when crimes first began to appear upon earth. The
vicious, he remarks, were urged by the terror of guilt, to
seek among the virtuous for intercessors with the Deity.
The latter, retiring into solitude, to avoid the contagion
of growing corruption, devoted themselves to a life of
contemplation, and the cultivation of several of the useful
sciences. The periodical return of seasons, the revolution
of the stars, the productions of the earth, and the various
phenomena of nature, studied with attention, rendered
them useful guides to men, both in their pursuits of in-
dustry, and in their social duties. These recluse students
invented certain signs, to recall to the remembrance of
the people the times of their festival§, and of their rural
labors; and hence the origin of the symbols and hiero-
glyphics that were in use among the priests of all nations.
Having now become guides and leaders of the people,
these sages, in order to select as associates of their learned
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labors and sacred functions, only such as had sufficient
merit and capacity, appointed strict courses of trial and
examination; and this, our author thinks, must have
been the source of the initiations of antiquity. The Magi,
Brahmins, Gymnosophists, Druids, and priests of Egypt,
lived thus in sequestered habitations, and subterranean
caves, and obtained great reputation by their discoveries
in astronomy, chemistry, and mechanics, by their purity
of morals, and by their knowledge of the science of legis-
lation. It was in these schools, says M. Robin, that the
first sages and legislators of antiquity were formed, and
in them he supposes the doctrines taught to have been
the unity of God, and the immortality of the soul; ‘and
it was from these mysteries, and their symbols, and hiero-
glyphics, that the exuberant fancy of the Greeks drew
much of their mythology.

The candidates for initiation were not only expected to
be of a clear and unblemished character, and free from
crime, but their future conduct was required to be cha-
racterized by the same purity and innocence. They were,
therefore, obliged, by solemn engagements, to commence
a new life of piety and virtue, upon which they entered
by a severe course of penance.

The mysteries were held in the highest respect, by both
the government and the people. It was believed that he
who was initiated would not only enjoy an increased
share of virtue and happiness in this world, but would be
entitled to celestial honors in the next. ¢ Thrice happy
they,” says Sophocles, “who descended to the shades
below, after having beheld these rites, for they alone have
life in Hades, while all others suffer there every kind of
evil.” And Isocrates declares that, ¢ those who have been
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initiated in the mysteries, entertain better hopes, both as
to the end of life and the whole of futurity.”

The ancient historians relate many circumstances in
illustration of the sanctity in which the mysteries were
held. Livy tells us the following story: ¢ Two Acarna-
nian youths, who had not been initiated, accidentally en-
tered the temple of Ceres, during the days of the myste-
ries. They were soon detected by their absurd questions,
and being carried to the managers of the temple—though
it was evident that they had come there by mistake—
they were put to death for so horrible a crime.”

Plutarch records the fact, that Alcibiades was indicted
for sacrilege, because he imitated the mysteries of Eleusis,
and exhibited them to his companions in the same dress
in which the Hierophant showed the sacred things, and

called himself the Hierophant, one of his companions the

torch bearer, and the other the herald.

Lobeck, one of the most learned writers on this subject,

has collected several examples of the reluctance with
which the ancients approached a mystical subject, and the
manner in which they shrunk from divulging any expla-
nation or fable which had been related to them at the
mysteries.

To divulge them was considered a sacrilegious crime,
the prescribed punishment for which was immediate death.
“I would not,” says Horace, “dwell beneath the same
roof, nor trust myself in the same frail bark, with the
man who has betrayed the secrets of the Eleusinian rites.”

On the subject of their relation to the rites of Free
Masonry, to which they bear, in many respects, so re-
markable a resemblance, that some connection seems
necessarily implied, there are two principal theories. The
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one is that embraced and taught by Dr. Oliver, nawely,
that they are but deviations from that common source,
both of them, and of Free Masonry, the patriarchal mode
of worship, established by God himself. With this pure
system of truth, he supposes the science of Free Masonry
to have been coeval and identified. But the truths thus
revealed by Divinity, came at length to be doubted or
rejected through the imperfections of human reason, and,
though the visible symbols were retained in the mysteries
of the Pagan world, their true interpretation was lost.
That the instructions communicated in the mysteries
of Paganism were an impure derivation from the sub-
lime truths of the patriarchal theology, I have no hesita-
tion in believing. But that they were an emanation from
Free Masonry—as we now understand the term—I am
not yet prepared to admit, notwithstanding the deep
veneration in which I hold the learning of Dr. Oliver. I
prefer, therefore, the second theory, which, leaving the
origin of the mysteries to be sought in the patriarchal
doctrines where Oliver has placed it, finds the connection
between them and Free Masonry commencing at the build-
ing of King Solomon’s Temple. Over the construction of
this building, Hiram, the architect of Tyre, presided. At
Tyre the mysteries of Bacchus had been introduced by
the Dionysian Artificers, and into their fraternity, Hiram,
in all probability, had, as I have already suggested, been
admitted. Free Masonry, whose tenets had always
existed in purity among the immediate descendants of
the patriarchs, added now to its doctrines the guard of
secrecy, which, as Dr. Oliver himself remarks, was neces-
sary to preserve them from perversion or pollution.
This, then, it seems to me, is the true connection
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between the Mysteries and speculative Free Masonry.
They both emanated from one common source; but the
former soon losing much of their original purity, were
compelled, in order to preserve the little that was left, to
have recourse to the invention of ceremonies, and espe-
cially this symbolic or secret mode of communicating
instruction, so admirable in themselves, were afterwards
adopted by the Free Masons, who had retained the ancient
tenets in their original purity, but they divested them of
their heathen allusions, and adapted them to the divine
system which they had preserved unimpaired.

Faber, who sought an Arkite origin for everything,
says that ¢ the initiations into the mysteries, scientifically
represented the mythic descent into Hades, and the return
from thence to the light of day, by which was meant the
entrance into the Ark, and the subsequent liberation from
its dark enclosure. They all equally related to the alle-
gorical disappearance, or death, or descent of the Great
Father, at their commencement, and to his invention, or
revival, or return from Hades, at their conclusion.”

“They were,” says Warburton, “a school of morality
and religion, in which the vanity of polytheism, and the
unity of the First Cause, were revealed to the initiated.”
This opinion of the learned Bishop of Gloucester is not
gratuitous; it is supported by the concurrent testimony
of the ancient writers. “All the mysteries,” says Plu-
tarch, “refer to a future life, and to the state of the soul
after death.” In another place, addressing his wife, he
says, ‘“ We have been instructed in the religious rites of
Dionysius, that the soul is immortal, and that there is a
future state of existence.” Cicero tells us that in the
mysteries of Ceres at Eleusis, the initiated were taught to
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live happily, and to die in the hope of a blessed futurity.
And, finally, Plato informs us, that the hymns of Mu-
szeus, which were sung in the mysteries, celebrated the
rewards and pleasures of the virtuous in another life, and
the punishments which awaited the wicked.

These sentiments, so different from the debased poly-
theism which prevailed among the uninitiated, are the
most certain evidence that the mysteries arose from a
purer source than that which gave birth to_the religion
of the vulgar. That purer source was the common ori-
ginal of them and of Free Masonry.

I conclude with a notice of their ultimate fate. They
continued to flourish until long after the Christian era.
But they, at length, degenerated. In the fourth century,
Christianity had begun to triumph. The Pagans, desirous
of making converts, threw open the hitherto inaccessible
portals of their mysterious rites. The strict scrutiny of
-the candidate’s past life, and the demand for proofs of
irreproachable conduct, were no longer deemed indis-
pensable. The vile and the vicious were indiscriminately,
and even with avidity, admitted to participate in privi-
leges which were once granted only to the noble and the
virtuous. The sun of Paganism was setting, and its rites
had become contemptible and corrupt. Their character
was entirely changed, and the initiations were indiscrimi-
nately sold by peddling priests, who wandered through
the country, to every applicant who was willing to pay a
trifling fee for that which had once been refused to the
entreaties of a monarch. At length their abominations
attracted the attention of the emperors, and Constantine
and Gratian forbade their celebration at night, excepting,
however, from their edicts, the initiations at Eleusis.
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Buat, finally, Theodosius, by a general edict of proscrip-
tion, ordered the whole of the Pagan mysteries to be
abolished, in the four hundred and thirty-eighth year of
the Christian era, and eighteen hundred years after their
first establishment in Greece.

I will now give a synopsis of the Ancient Mysteries
from MackeY’s Masonic Lexicon, which is decidedly the
most instructive book that has appeared in our time.

MrysterIES OF ADONIS.—These are the Egyptian mys-
teries of Osiris, which, in passing over to Phoenicia, were
dedicated to Adonis. According to the legend, Venus
became so enamored with Adonis when a child, that she
seized him, and permitted no one to see him except Pro-
serpine, who, becoming equally enamored with him,
sought his possession. Jupiter reconciled the dispute
between them, by deciding that Adonis should remain six
months of the year with each of them. When Adonis
grew up, he became a great hunter, and was killed on
Mount Libanus by a wild boar. Inconsolable for his
death, Venus inundated his body with tears, until Proser-
pine was so moved with sympathy, that she restored him
to life. Macrobius explains the allegory thus. Philoso-
phers have given the name of Venus to the superior or
northern hemisphere, and that of Proserpine to the in-
ferior or southern hemisphere. Hence, among the Assy-
rians and Pheenicians, Venus is in tears, when the sun, in
his annual course through the twelve signs of the zodiac,
passes over our antipodes; for, of these twelve signs, six
are called superior, and six inferior. When the sun is in
the inferior, and the days short, this goddess is supposed
to weep the temporary death and privation of the sun,
detained by Proserpine, who is regarded as the divinity
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of the southern or antipodal region. Adonis is said to be
restored to Venus when the sun enters the superior signs,
increasing the light, heat, and lengthened days. The
boar, which it is supposed killed Adonis, is an emblem of
winter. .

The cultivation of the mysteries of Adonis was propa-
gated from Phoenicia into Assyria, Babylonia, Persia,
Greece, and Sicily. The celebration began in Pheenicia,
at the period when the waters of the river Adonis, which
descend from Mount Libanus, are tinged with a reddish
hue, derived from the color of the soil peculiar to the
mountain. The Pheenician women believed that the
wound of Adonis was annually renewed, and that it was
his blood which colored the stream. The phenomenon
was the signal for the commencement of the rites. Every
one assumed the appearance of profound grief. At Alex-
andria, the queen bore the statue of Adonis, accompanied
by the mnoblest females of the city, carrying baskets of
cake, bottles of perfumes, flowers, branches of trees, and
pomegranates. The procession was closed by women
bearing two b>ds splendidly embroidered in gold and sil-
ver, one for Venus and the other for Adonis. At Athens
they placed, in various parts of the city, the figure of a
dead youth. These figures were afterwards taken away
by women, clad in the habiliments of moutning, who
. celebrated their funeral rites. On the second day of the
mysteries, sorrow was converted into joy, and they com-
nremorated the resurrection of Adonis. The mysteries
of Adonis were, at one time, introduced into Judea, where
the Hebrew women were accustomed to hold an annual
lamentation for him, under the name of Tammuz, of
which Ezekiel speaks: viii. 14. According to Calmet
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and Faber, Adonis was also identical with Baal-peor, the
idol of the Moabites, mentioned in the twenty-fifth chap-
ter of Numbers.

Our knowledge of the ceremonies which accompaniea
the Adonisian initiation, is but scanty. ¢ The objects
represented, says Duncan, “ were the grief of Venus, and
the death and resurrection of Adonis. An entire week
was consumed in these ceremonies; all the houses were
covered with crape or black linen ; funeral processions tra-
versed the streets, while the devotees scourged themselves,
uttering frantic cries. The orgies were then commenced,
in which the mystery of the death of Adonis was depicted.
During the next twenty-four hours, all the people fasted ;
at the expiration of which -time, the priests announced
the resurrection of the god. Joy now prevailed, and
music and dancing concluded the festival.”

Julius Fermicius, a Christian writer of the fourth cen-
tury, thus describes a portionsof the Adonisian ceremonies:
—*“On a certain night an image is laid out upon a bed,
and bewailed in mournful strains. At length, when they
are satiated with their fictitious lamentations, light is in-
troduced, and the priest, having first ancinted the mouths
of all those who had been weeping, whispers with a gentle
murmer: Trust ye, initiates ; for the god being saved, out
of pains sglvation shall arise to us.”

Hence the ceremonies were a representation of the
death and resurrection of Adonis in the person of the
aspirant. ‘

MystERIES OF THE CABIRL—The Cabiri were originally
Syrian or Pheenician gods, and all that we know about
them is to be found in a fragment of Sanconiathon, quoted
by Kusebius, which tells us that they were the children
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of Lydyk (whom Faber and some other authors suppose
to be Noah), and that they were the inventors of ship-
building. In the time of Chronos, or Saturn, their de-
scendants, while navigating the sea, ran aground on Mount
Casius, and there erected a temple.

The worship of the Cabiri was first established in the
island of Samothrace, where it may be supposed that
these navigators first landed on passing from the continent.
Here they founded the mysteries of the Cabiri, which
were subsequently celebrated at Thebes and Lemnos, but
more especially at Samothrace, whence they were some-
times called the Samothracian rites. The name of the
Cabiri was derived originally from Phoenicia, and the
word signifies, in that language, powerful. There were
four of these gods, Axieros, Axiokersos, Axiokersa, and
Cadmillus. The last had been slain by the three others,
and his murder was commemorated in the secret rites.
The aspirant presented himself crowned with an olive
branch, and girded about the loins with a purple riband
or apron.. He was placed upon a throne, around which
the priests and initiated performed sacred dances. Funeral
rites were then enacted, in which the candidate represented
Cadmillus. The hierophants declared that the object of
the mysteries was, to make men just and virtuous. Can-
'didates who had been guilty of any crime, were compelled
to confess to a priest, who purified them.

Many persons annually resorted to Samothrace to be
initiated into the celebrated mysteries, among whom are
mentioned Cadmus, Orpheus, Hercules, and Ulysses. Jam-
blichus says, in his life of Pythagoras, that from those of
Lemnos that sage derived much of his wisdom. The
mysteries of the Cabiri were much respected among the

“
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common people, and great care was taken in their con-
cealment. The priests were called Corybantes, and made
use of a language peculiar to the rites.

There is much perplexity connected with this subject,
but it is generally supposed that the mysteries were insti-
tuted in honor of Atys, the son of Cybele. According to
Macrobius, Atys was one of the names of the sun—in
confirmation of this we know that the mysteries were
celebrated at the vernal equinox. They lasted three
days, during which they represented, in the person of
Atys, the enigmatical death of the sun in winter, and his
regeneration in the spring. * In all probability, in the
initiation, the candidate passed through a drama, the
subject of which was the violent death of Atys. Candi-
dates, on their admission, underwent an examination
respecting their previous life, and after being purified and
initiated, were presented with a purple girdle, which was
worn like an apron around their bodies, as an amulet to
preserve them against all dangers.

The mysteries were in existence at Samothrace as late
as the eighteenth year of the Christian era, at which time
the Emperor Germanicus embarked for that island, to be
initiated, but was prevented from accomplishing his pur-
pose by adverse winds.

DronysiaN Mysteries.—These were celebrated through-
out Greece and Asia Minor, but principally at Athens,
where the years were numbered by them. They were
instituted in honor of Bacchus, and were introduced into
Greece from Egypt, which, as we shall have abundant
occasion to see in the course of this work, was the parent
of all the ancient rites. In these mysteries the murder

of Bacchus by the Titans was commemorated, in which
(4
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legend he is evidently identified with the Egyptian Osiris,
who was slain by his brother, Typhon. The aspirant, in
the ceremonies through which he passed, represented the
murder of the god, and his restoration to life.

The commencement of the mysteries, or what we might
masonically call the opening of the Lodge, was signalized
by the consecration of an egg, in allusion to the mundane
egg from which all things were supposed to have sprung.
The candidate, having been first purified by water, and
crowned by a myrtle branch, was introduced into the ves-
tibule, and there clothed in -the sacred habiliments. He
was then delivered to the corductor, who, after the mystic
warning, “Depart hence, all ye profane!” exhorted the
candidate to exert all his fortitude and courage in the
dangers and trials through which he was about to pass.
He was then led through a series of dark caverns, a part
of the ceremonies which Stobzeus calls “a rude and
fearful march through night and darkness.” During his
passage he is terrified by the howling of wild beasts,
and other fearful noises—artificial thunder reverberates
through the subterranean apartments, and transient
flashes of lightning reveal monstrous apparitions to his
sight. In this state of darkness and terror he is kept for
three days and nights, after which he commences the
aphanism or mystical death of Bacchus. He is now
placed on the pastos or couch, that is, he is confined in a
solitary cell, where he is at liberty to reflect seriously on
the nature of the undertaking in which he is engaged.
During this time he is alarmed with the sudden crash
of waters, which is intended to represent the Deluge.
Typhon, searching for Osiris, or Bacchus, for they are

here identical, discovers the ark in which he had been
6
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secreted, and, tearing it violently asunder, scatters the
limbs of his victim upon the waters. The aspirant now
hears the lamentations which are instituted for the death
of the god. Then commences the search of Rhea for
the remains of Bacchus. The apartments are filled with
shrieks and groans—the initiated mingle with their howl-
ings of despair the frantic dances of the Corybantes—
everything is a scene of distraction and lewdness, until,
at a signal from the hierophant, the whole drama
changes—the mourning is turned to joy—the mangled
body is found, and the aspirant is released from his con-
finement, amid the shouts of “ We have found it—let us
rejoice together.” The candidate is now made to descend
into the infernal regions, where he sees the torments of
the wicked and rewards of the virtuous. It was now
that he received the lecture explanatory of the rites, and
was invested with the tokens which served the initiated
as a means of recognition. He then underwent a lustra-
tion, after which he was introduced into the holy place,
where he received the name of Epopt, and was fully in-
structed in the doctrine of the mysteries, which consisted *
in a belief in the existence of one God, and a future state
of rewards and punishments. These doctrines were in-
culcated by a variety of significant symbols. After the
performance of these ceremonies the aspirant was dis-
missed, and the rites concluded with the pronunciation
of the mystic words Konx Ompax—an attempted expla-
nation of which will be found under the head of Eleu-
sinian mysteries.

ELEUSINIAN MysTERIES.—These were among the most
important of the ancient rites, and were hence often called
emphatically ¢ the mysteries.”” Cicero speaks of them as
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““the sacred and august rites of Eleusis, where men come
from the remotest regions to be initiated.” They were
originally celebrated only at Eleusis, a town of Attica, in
Greece, but they were extended to Italy, and even to’
Britain. In these mysteries ‘Was commemorated the search
of Ceres after her dé,ughter Proserpine, who had been
ravished by Plato, and carried to the infernal regions.
The chief dispenser of the mysteries was called the Hie-

rophant, or revealer of sacred things—to him were  ,

joined three assistants—the Daduchus, or torch-bearer,
the Ceryx, or herald, and the Ho epi borno, or altar-server.
The mysteries were of two kinds—the greater and lesser.
The latter were merely preparatory, and consisted of nine
days’ lustration and purification, succeeded*by sacrifices.
A year after, those persons who had passed through the
lesser were admitted into the greater, where a full reve-
lation was made of the secret doctrine. This, according
to the opinion of the learned Warburton, principally con-
sisted in a declardtion of the unity of God, an opinion
not with safety to be publicly promulgated, amid the
errors and superstitions of ancient polytheism. For, as
Plato observes, in his Timseus, “It is difficult to discover
the Author and Father of the Universe, and when disco-
" vered, impossible to reveal him to all mankind.”

The learned Faber believes there was an intimate con-
nection existing between the Arkite worship and the orgies
of Eleusis, a connection which he traces through all the
ancient mysteries.

The herald opened the ceremonies of initiation into the
greater mysteries by the proclamation, ¢ Retire, O! ye
profane.” Thus were the sacred precincts tiled. The
aspirant was presented naked. He was clothed with the
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skin of a calf. An oath of secrecy was administered, and
he was then asked, “ Have you eaten bread?” The reply
to which was, “ No, I have drunk the sacred mixture, I
“have been fed from the basket of Ceres, I have labored,
I have been placed in the calathius and in the cystus.”
These replies proved the candidate was duly and truly
prepared, and that he had made suitable proficiency by a
previous initiation in the lesser mysteries. The calf-skin
was then taken from him, and he was invested with the
sacred tunic, which he was to wear until it fell to pieces.
He was now left in utter darkness, to await, in the vesti-
bule, ‘the time when the doors of the sanctuary should be
opened to him. Terrific noises, resembling the roar of
thunder and the bellowing of mighty winds, were heard,
mimic lightning flashed, and spectres of horrible forms
appeared. During this period, which, if the conjecture
is correct, must have been the funereal part of the rites,
it is supposed that the tragic end of Bacchus, the son of
Semele, who was murdered by the Titans, was celebrated.
The doors of the inner temple were at length thrown
open, and the candidate beheld the statue of the goddess
Ceres surrounded by a dazzling light. The candidate, who
had heretofore been called a mystes or novice, was now
termed Epoptes, an inspector or eye-witness, and the
secret doctrine was revealed. The assembly was then
closed with the Sanscrit words “ Konx om pax,” another
proof, if another were wanting, of the Eastern origin of
the Grecian mysteries. _
Candscha om Pachsa, of which konx om pax are a
Grecian corruption, are still used at the religious cere-
monies of the Brahmins. Captain Wilford gives the
definition of the expression as follows :—* Candscha sig-

~
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nifies the objects of our most ardent wishes. Om is the
famous monosyllable used both at the beginning and con-
clusion of a prayer or religious rite, like Amen ; Pacsha
exactly answers to the obsolete Latin word vix, and
signifies change, course, stead, place, turn of work, duty,
fortune, &c.”

The qualifications for initiation were maturity of age
and purity of conduct. A character free from suspicion
of immorality was absolutely required in the aspirant.
Nero, on this account, did not dare, when in Greece, to
offer himself as a candidate for initiation. The privilege
was at first confined to natives of Greece, but it was after-
wards extended to foreigners. ~ Significant symbols were
used as means of instruction, and words of recognition
_ were communicated to the initiated. In these regula-
tions, as well as in the gradual advancement of the can-
didate from one degree to another, that resemblance to
our own institution is readily perceived, which has given
to these, as well as to the other ancient mysteries, the
appropriate name of Spurious Free Masonry. The follow-
ing passage of an ancient author, preserved by Stobzas,
and quoted by Warburton in the second book of his Divine
Legation, is too interesting to Free Masons to be omitted :—

“The mind is affected and agitated.in death, just as it
is in initiation into the grand mysteries. The first stage
is nothing but errors and uncertainties, laborious wander-
ings, a rude and fearful march through night and dark-
ness. And now arrived on the verge of death, and initia-
tion, everything wears a dreadful aspect—it is all horror,
trembling, sweating, and affrightment. But this scene
once over, a miraculous and divine light displays itself,
and shining plains, and flowery meadows, open on all
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hands before them. Here they are entertained with
hymns and dapces, with the sublime doctrines of faithful
knowledge, and with reverend and holy visions. And
now, become perfect and initiated, they are free, and no
longer under restraint, but, crowned and triumphant, they
walk up and down the regions of the blessed, converse
with pure and holy men, and celebrate the sacred mys-
teries at pleasure.”

EcypriaN Mysteries.—Egypt was the cradle of all the
mysteries of paganism. At one time in possession of all
the learning and religion that was to be found in the
world, it extended into other nations the influence of' its
sacred rites and its secret doctrines. The importance,
therefore, of the Egyptians, will entitle them to a more
diffusive explanation than has been awarded to the ex-
amination of the other rites of spurious Free Masonry.

The priesthood of Egypt constituted a sacred caste, in
whom the sacerdotal funections were hereditary. They
exercised, also, an important part in the government of
the state, and the kings of Egypt were but the first sub-
jects of its priests. They had originally organized, and
continued to control, the ceremonies of initiation. Their
doctrines were of two kinds, exotic or public, which were
communicated to the multitude, and esoteric or secret,
which were revealed only to a chosen few; and to obtain
them, it was necessary to pass through an initiation,
which, as we shall see, was characterized by the severest
trials of courage and fortitude.

The principal seat of the mysteries was at Memphis, in _
the neighborhood of the great pyramid. They were of
two kinds—the greater and less—the former being the
mysteries of Osiris and Serapis, the latter those of Isis.
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The mysteries of Osiris were celebrated at the autumnal
equinox, those of Serapis at the summer solstice, and
those of Isis at the vernal equinox.

The candidate was required to exhibit proofs of a
blameless life. For some days previous to the commence-
ment of the ceremonies of initiation, he abstained from all
unchaste acts, confined himself to an exceedingly light
diet, from which animal food was rigorously excluded,
and purified himself by repeated ablutions. Being thus
prepared, the candidate, conducted by a guide, proceeded
in the middle of the night, to the mouth of a low gallery
situated in one of the sides of the pyramid'. Having
crawled for some distance on his hands and knees, he at
length came to the orifice of a wide and apparently
unfathomable well, which the guide directed him to de-
scend. Perhaps he hesitates, and refuses to encounter' the
seeming danger ; if so, he, of course, renounces the enter-
prise, and is reconducted to the world, never again to
become a candidate for initiation; but, if he is animated
by courage, he determines to descend, whereupon the
conductor points him to an iron ladder, which makes the
descent perfectly safe. At the sixtieth step, the candi-
date reached the entrance to a winding gallery through a
brazen door, which opened noiselessly, and almost spon-
taneously, but which shut behind him with a heavy clang,
that reverberated through the hollow passages. In front
of this door was an iron gate, through the bars of whijch
the aspirant beheld an extensive gallery, whose roof was

supported on each side by a long row of majestic columns,
" and enlightened by a multitude of brilliant lamps. The
voices of the priests and priestesses of Isis, chanting
funeral hymns, were mingled with the sound of melodious
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instruments, whose melancholy tones could not fail to
affect the aspirant with the most solemn feelings. His
guide now demanded of him if he was still firm in his
purpose of passing through the trials and dangers that
awaited him, or whether, overcome by what he had
already experienced, he was desirous of returning to the
surface, and abandoning the enterprise. If he still per-
- sisted, they both entered a narrow gallery, on the walls
of which were inscribed the following significant words—
“ The mortal who shall travel over this road, without
hesitating or looking behind, shall be purified by fire, by
water, and by air; and if he can surmount the fear of
death, he shall emerge from the