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FREEMARSON’S TREASURY.



LONDON :
COX AND WYMAN, PRINTERS, GREAT QUEEN STREET,
LINCOLN'S-INN FIELDS.




Prefutory Andress fo the Lraternity,

—_~OT—

My DEAR BRETHREN,

Awm I correct in supposing that you will once
more welcome a Masonic contribution from the pen
of an old and faithful friend and Brother, who has
spent the leisure of a long life in the exemplification
of our noble Order, and in vindicating its purity,
amidst evil report and good report, from the sneers,
the taunts, and censure of cowans and anti-Masons?
I am under no apprehension that my present well-
meant endeavour to diversify the business and lighten
the labours of a Lodge will either be rejected or
treated with indifference. I have condensed an
abundance of valuable matter in small compass ; and
the subdivisions, though studiously brief and com-
prehensive, will be found to combine a fund of in-
formation on many interesting subjects connected
with symholical Masonry, which it would cost an in-
dividual Brother more time and research to acquire
than he would be willing to bestow upon it. This,
however, forms only a subordinate itera in the design
of the following pages. My chief intenticn is to en-
liven the legitimate proceedings of the Lodge by the
introduction of an element which may be at once
pleasing and instructive, without inconveniencing the
W. Master, or taxing the forbearance of the Brethren.
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Indeed if I had not been fully impressed with a con-
viction that these Lectures would be both useful and
entertaining, nothing should have induced me to
publish them.

It too often happens that when an intelligent
Brother proposes to deliver an original Lecture in a
Freemasons’ Lodge, he forms an incorrect estimate
of the extent of his hearers’ patience ; and, by in-
flicting on them a prosaic homily on some abstruse
metaphysical subject of an hour or upwards in length,
is surprised to find that, instead of interesting them
by a series of appropriate illustrations, he has only
succeeded in mesmerizing their faculties and indis-
posing them for a repetition of the experiment. To
avoid this tedious error, I have limited these Lectures
to an average duration of ten minutes ; and by intro-
ducing subjects that are familiar to the Craft, and
exhibiting them in a novel point of view, I trust that
mstead of fatiguing the mind they will prove an
agreeable relaxation.

I have no doubt, my dear friends, but many of -
you when occupying the Chair of a Lodge have oc-
casionally felt some slight degree of embarrassment
from the trivial circumstance of having ten minutes
or a quarter of an hour on your hands, in the absence
of business, which you have been at a loss how to
dispose of An eloquent man would meet the diffi-
culty by an off-hand explanation of any one of the
numerous symbols by which he is surrounded. But
all our W. Masters are not eloquent, nor do the most
fluent speakers always make the best rulers of a
Lodge of Masons. And I have long been convinced
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that any expedient which would tend to relieve the
vacuity of that brief period would be accepted by the
fraternity as an inestimable boon; for it is a true
though trite axiom in Masonry, that ¢ a good Master
will always keep his workmen fully employed.”

During the time of my protracted Mastership, I
occupied the attention of the Lodge on such occa-
gions by delivering short written Essays on the more
obscure portions of the Ritual; and they were not
merely listened to with attention, but were much
admired as an enlivening variation in the routine
forms of our (so-called) Lodge Lectures, although it
must be borne in mind that long after the revival in
1717 the catechisms were not denominated Lectures,
but Ezaminations, which indeed is the more appro-
priate designation.

The following pages contain several of these
labours of love, as I wused to esteem them,
some of which were delivered half a century ago,
thus quintupling the Latin poet’s injunction to keep
your manuscript nine years in a private drawer for
the purpose of forming an accurate judgment of its
merits. Others have been occasionally added at dif-
ferent periods for the accommodation of friends, until
the collection has swelled into a volume, which I
have now the pleasure of offering for your acceptance
as a Treasury of Masonic lore, which may be satis-
factorily referred to as a legitimate medium for ac-
quiring a competent knowledge of its mysteries.

As many Lodges of Instruction are held weekly,
I have extended the number of Lectures to fifty-two,
that the Masters may be furnished with an original
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dissertation on some portion of the Ritnal for every
meeting throughout the year. And on some occa-
sions I have thought it expedient to connect my
subject with the Toasts or Charges used by our
Brethren of the last century at the close of each
section of the Lecture or Examination, because they
constitute a compendium of the prevailing sentiment
contained in the passage dilated on by the W. Master,
and form together a brief but genuine exponent of
the real principles of unadulterated Masonry.

At a regular Lodge one of these Lectures may be
profitably substituted in lieu of the ordinary work on
certain evenings specially appropriated to the pur-
pose, pursuant to notice at the preceding Lodge, or
an announcement in the summons that every Brother
may be prepared to express his view of any particular
point or subject on which it treats in a subsequent
discussion, where all differences of opinion may be
freely ventilated. This will constitute a rational
source of amusement, and not devoid of instruction
in a society ostensibly devoted to a search after
truth, And it is an exercise that cannot fail to
strengthen the reasoning powers, to improve the
judgment, and adorn the mind ; for there is scarcely
any subject which may be propounded that will not
elicit a diversity of opinions, and thus become a
fraitful topic of friendly debate.

You will perceive that, in accordance with the
graduated climax of the Ritual, I have arranged my
materials in a septenary form. The First PArT con-
tains seven Lectures on the elemeptary principles |
of Masonry, which every Brother, who is ambitious
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of becoming ““ a bright Mason,” ought to understand
before he ventures to explore the symbolic or scien-
tific teaching of the Order. These comprise the Con-
stitutions, Charges, Landmarks, and Triads. The
Consrirurions have already been fully exemplified
in the “ Institutes of Masonic Jurisprudence,” pub-
lished a few years ago, to which I refer the curious
reader.

A knowledge of the ANCIENT CHARGES was always
esteemed of such importance, that before the union of
Ancient and Modern Masoury the Masters of Lodges
were directed to rehearse a portion of them at the
opening and closing, according to the constant prac-
tice of antiquity, which ought never to be neglected
in our regular assemblies.

The Lanpmarks of Speculative Masonry have, in
theory, been pronounced unalterable; and a proviso
to that effect is found in the Constitutions of every
Grand Lodge under the sun ; but in practice a com-
petent authority asserts that ‘we must enter our
protest against the monstrous position that any
attempts either to renovate the laws which have been
suffered to lapse into abeyance, or to remodel the
system 80 as to render it more in accordance with
time and circumstances, is unconstitutional and dis-
loyal ;—whereas it is no such thing ; and the position
80 taken up by those who are not desirous of health-
ful changes ought to be condemned. The sponta-
neous activity which has given new birth to things
appears, like a Masonic avater, of a joyous character.
It will rightly interpret doubtful matters; will give
to power its just prerogative, and to the faltering

a3
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Freemason a lesson of kindness ; for it is undeniable
that the possession of power is but a stewardship held
in trust for the benefit of all.” (F. Q. R.) And our
jurists have laid it down as a sound principle that
¢ all human laws admit of an equitable construction,
and may be superseded in cases of necessity, or when
the observance of them is attended with such great
inconveniences as the lawmaker himself, if he could
have foreseen, would probably have accepted.”

The late Grand Master appears to have enter-
tained these opinions, as will be seen in the third
Lecture. Still, my dear Brethren, I would ask
whether you do not think that it would be more
satisfactory to have no prohibitory law recorded in
the Constitutions, than to shock the feelings of the
Craft by tampering with it, as occasion may serve,
to answer any temporary purpose? The cause and
effect do not appear to be reciprocal ; the former
being generally trifling and unimportant, and the
latter a direct abandonment of principle. If the
Landmarks are to be preserved from innovation, it is
the duty of every Grand Lodge, as I conceive (and
I express my opinion with humble submission to the
better judgment of those right worshipful bodies),
firmly to resist every demonstration which may have
such a purpose in view, by refusing to tolerate fanci-
ful speculations that exhibit even a remote tendency
to shake the grand pillar of Masonic law ; for it
would be a more dignified act in a Grand Lodge
to rescind a rule than to be a party to its habitual
violation. Our traditional Grand Master Solomon
predicates that it is better not to vow than not to
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keep your vows ;" and in like manner we may say
that it would be better to have no laws than to suffer
them to be broken with impunity.

It is probable, however, that our rulers entertain
the same caution about Landmarks, which is held by
legists respecting the privileges of Parliament. * If,”
they say, ‘“all the privileges of Parliament were once
to be set down and ascertained, and no privilege to
be allowed but what was so defined and determined,
it were easy for the executive power to devise some
new case not within the line of privilege, and under
pretence thereof to harass any refractory member
and violate the freedom of discussion. The dignity
and independence of the two Houses are, therefore,
in a great measure preserved by keeping their privi-
leges indefinite.”

In this preliminary portion of the work I have
prominently brought forward an appropriate element,
which, although it pervades the entire framework of
Masonry, and is absolutely essential to the perfect
understanding of its genuine tenets, is scarcely men-
tioned in the Ritual, and seldom alluded to in the
Lodge: I mean the Triap. This peculiarity I have,
therefore, succinctly explained in the sixth and
seventh Lectures.

The elementary principles of the Order having
been thus disposed of, our next inquiry necessarily
relates to the nature, properties, and privileges of a
Lodge, and accordingly these points form the subject
of the SEcOND PaARrT, and are illustrated in seven
Lectures, beginning with its consecration by three
Grand Offerings, explaining its triad characteristic
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of Just—Perfect—Regular, and closing the division
by placing it under the superintendence of its Ruler.

When the sacred character of the Lodge has been
satisfactorily exemplified, we naturally pass on to
the work performed within its precimcts ; the most
important part of which is the admission of candi-
dates into the Order. This always is or ought to be
performed with due solemnity, and a strict attention
to the conditions prescribed by the laws of Masonry
for the qualification and reception of an aspirant.
Hence the TaIrD PART, which occupies eight Lec-
tures, will explain these important requisites with
characteristic minuteness.

The Fourta PaART contains five Lectures, and
cxhibits the candidate as matriculated, and stand-
ing on the floor of the Lodge in a posture perfectly
erect and square ; his body being typical of mental
integrity, and the position of his lower extremities
indicating the anticipated rectitude of his actions, as
a practical exemplification of the precepts which are
promulgated from the Chair of the Liodge. Here the
working tools are brought into requisition, and their
operative and speculative use and application clearly
demonstrated, while the duties and responsibilities of
an ezoteric acolyte, as well as the moral and Masonic
virtues of his station, are fully explained. He per-
ceives some faint traces of an universal language,
and is placed as a corner-stone of the edifice to
imbibe the emanations of Wisdom, which stream in
brilliant coruscations from the genuine source of
Light and Truth.

The Firra Part, containing six Lectures, is
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devoted to the communication of such knowledge as
is absolutely essential to every well-disposed Brother
who wishes for advancement in the Order. The
interior contents of the Lodge are discussed, and
the Jewels, Points, and Luminaries are brought
before the eye in bright and lively colours. In a
word, this part will be found to contain a lucid
exposition of what is denominated the Masonic
Trasel, Trestle, or Tracing-board, on which the
candidate ought to pass a satisfactory examination
before he is entitled to claim admission to the step
of a Fellow-craft, which forms the staple of the
ensuing Part, and produces ten Lectures.

Now, before I proceed with my explanation of
the analysis, it may be useful to observe that at
the present day many intelligent Brethren entertain
some misgivings respecting the actual number of
Masonic degrees which originally existed in the
speculative science. I have, therefore, thought it
expedient to open my S1xTH PART with an historical
inquiry into this disputed subject, which will pro-
bably throw some light on the quamstio vewata of
Masonic antiquity, and place the Order on its proper
basis as a scientific institution. It will also appear
from the Lectures which form this portion of the
work, that there existed amongst our Brethren in
the last century two discordant opinions on the origin
of the Pass-word, one party making it & triad and
the other a dyad—both being founded on real oc-
currences in Jewish history. These discrepancies I
have impartially examined, as well as sundry tradi-
tions on cognate subjects, which, even at the begin-
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ning of the present century, amused some imagina-
tive Brethren, whose wisdom was eclipsed by their
credulity, and whose curiosity blinded their judgment.

A few of these traditionary puerilities, including
exercitations on the coffin of Adam, the pillar of
Noah, the rod of Moses, the Lodges of Solomon,
the chief foundation-stone of the Temple, the pre-
cious stones with which it was decorated, the cost
of the edifice, the daily wages of the masons, the
marriage of H. A. B., &c. &c., I have omitted alto-
gether, for I cannot consent that Freemasonry should
be accounted a gigantic myth. The days are come

when the Real must supersede the Ideal. Trath

cannot always be at a discount amongst us, nor
Fable the acknowledged basis of the system. To be
accepted and esteemed by the outer world, Free-
masonry must, ez mecessitate rei, renounce its inde-
fensible theories, and trust its celebrity to the
firm and immovable pillar of unquestionable and
unquestioned verity. The ground must be cut from
under the quibbling cowan, and he must be made
to know and confess that his objections are nothing
better than * the baseless fabric of a vision.” The
Masonry of the past must be purified from all fabu-
lous relics of a superstitious age, that the residuum
may be beautifully and transparently bright and
clear.

Such a reform, however, can only be produced by
the action of Grand Lodge. Individual interfer-
ence would be equally illegal and ineffective. On-
ward is the watchword, and all attempts at retro-
gression must be for ever abandoned. We have
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the good fortune to live in an age where the slow
coach has been superseded by the rapid transit of
the railway train, and the feeble glimmer which
satisfied our forefathers has given way to the bril-
liant jets of gas which illuminate our dwellings and
public thoroughfares. Wherever we turn our eyes,
we see developed the most striking symptoms of
progress in all earthly pursuits, and Freemasonry
must not lag behind. The prosy essayist and the
stupid bigot must be disarmed, and Masonry ac-
counted a religious as well as a moral institution.
Not a religion—but decidedly impregnated with the
purest Christian ethies.

Other traditions, invested with somewhat greater
probability, were adopted by our ancient Brethren,
because they were founded chiefly on real events in
Scripture history, although sadly perverted by Tal-
mudical dreamings. They amused our great-grand-
fathers ; but their day is past. We live in a period
of scientific research and mathematical demonstra-
tion, which has opened the eyes of mankind to the
truth. The glitter of these fables has led to their
detection ; and, in common with many other super-

_stitious observances, are dismissed from the Ritual
and well-nigh forgotten.

‘In announcing these opinions, it may be that
many worthy Brethren will differ with me. I cannot
help it. Nor do I quarrel with any one for an
honest ‘expression of his sentiments, provided it be
done in a candid and brotherly manner, unaccom-
panied by the bitterness of party feeling, and purely
with a view of eliciting truth. Non omnia possu-



xvi PREFATORY ADDRESS

mus omnes. 1 have recorded my belief freely and
faithfully, after an experience of more thau half a
century, and an intimate acquaintance with the
minutiee of the system, as practised not only before
the union, but at the present day ; and, as an octo-
genarian, I trust I am correct in predicating that
the removal of opinions thus matured is an occur-
rence very unlikely to happen.

The unexplained traditions above alluded to
have inclined the outer world to class Freemasonry
with the tales of ¢ faerie land,” or the goblin stories
of Baron Grimm, which is a grievous mistake ; for
it is in reality a beautiful system, veiled indeed in
allegory, but including a morality, indicated and
illustrated by a series of significant symbols, which
the present volume is intended to exemplify. Let
the anti-Mason read it attentively, and how inve-
terate soever his prejudices against the institn-
tion may have been, if he possess a moderate share
of candour, he will speedily renounce them, and
perfect his knowledge by enrolling his name under
- the banner of the fraternity. To return to our
analysis.

Having explained the grand Triad of the inter-
mediate grade, viz., the Pillars of the Porch, the
Winding Staircase, and the Middle Chamber, I pass
on to PArT SEVEN, which, in nine Lectures, illus-
trates the sublime ne plus witra of the Order.

Unfortunately, we are staggered on the threshold
by a stumbling-block relating to the antiquity of the
Third Degree, which crosses our path and creates
considerable embarrassment. Its remote origin, as well




TO THE FRATERNITY. xvii

asthe genuineness of its legend, have been questions
sub judice with more than one generation of Masons,
and several irreconcileable opinions have been im-
provised towards a solution of the problem.

I entertain considerable doubts whether the Masons
of the sixteenth century knew anything about a
third degree founded on the legend of H. A. B.;
and, in the 44th Lecture, I have given my reasons
seriatim for adopting this opinion ; althongh it
must be confessed that the subject is surrounded
with difficulties, not only because our peculiar insti-
tutions have been transmitted orally, but also becanse
there is a want of uniformity in the practice of
existing Grand Lodges on many of the details. For
instance, the traditions respecting the lost word,
the sprig of cassia, the names of the conspirators,
the fatal weapons, the doors of the Temple, &ec. &e.,
are by no means uniform in different countries, and
their correction and reconciliation have furnished
me with subjects of interesting inquiry. And there
are other discrepancies which I do not even allude
to here, because my prefatory address has already
extended to a greater length than I originally
designed. I shall merely observe further, that in
the part under our notice I have introduced the per-
fected aspirant into the Master’s Lodge by its three
legitimate steps, have explained its legend, orna-
ments, and hieroglyphics, and pointed out the Great
Moral which is finally deduced from the allegorical
teaching of Masonry.

You will also observe, my dear Brethren, that I
have passed over without notice some few minor
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details contained in the routine Lectures; for the
Ritual, as revised in 1814 by the Lodge of Recon-
ciliation, is so comprehensive that it would require
volumes to elucidate every point, part, and secret
which it contains; to say nothing of the prohibition
that debars the publicity of certain portions of our
ineffable mysteries, which can only be legitimately
referred to in a tyled Lodge. Being, however, under
no specific restrictions in the composition of these
Lectures, I have not hesitated to expatiate on
many subjects in a more free and perfect manner
than would have been consistent in my former work
on Masonic Jurisprudence, of which this may be
considered as a practical application. ForTUuNzE
CETERA MANDO.

Believe me to be,
My dear Brethren,
Ever faithfully yours,
To the end of my Masonic career,

GEORGE OLIVER.

Easraate, LINcoLN :
November, 1862.
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PART ONE.

FIRST PRINCIPLES.

TRIAD CHARACTERISTIC.
CONSTITUTIONS, — LANDMARKS. — CHARGES.



“Way do you tell me of the generality of people, the very
worst patterns of conduct? Why do you talk to me of custom,
the teacher of all that is bad? Let us accustom ourselves to
that which we know is best ; so that will become usual which
was unusual, and that will become agreeable which was dis-
agreeable, and that fashionable which appeared unfashionable.”

ERaAsMUS.

““The sons of Saturn, among whom the empire of the world
was divided, were three. Jupiter’s fulmen trifidum, or three-
forked thunderbolt, and Neptune’s trident, were equally tokens
of the profound veneration which the ancients entertained for
this particular number.”—BRYANT.



LECTURE 1.
THE YORK CONSTITUTIONS.

““And after that was a worthy king of England that was
callyd Athelstone, and his yongest sone lovyd well the sciens
of Gemetry, and he wyst well that hand craft had the practyke
of the sciens of Gemetry so well as Masons, wherefore he dreive
hym to consell and lernyd practyke of that science to his specu-
latyf. For of speculatyf he was a master, and he lovyd well
Masonry and Masons. And he bicom’a Mason hymselfe. And
he yaf hem chargeés.”—ANGIENT MANUSCRIPT.

¢ May all Freemasons be enabled to act in strict conformity
with the Constitutions of their order,”—SECTIONAL CHARGE,

Tae system of Freemasonry is a literal illustra-
tion of our traditional Grand Master Solomon’s
remark that ¢ there is nothing new under the sun.”
The institution is ancient and unchangeable ; the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Its details,
indeed, have been amplified and extended by a judi-
sious application of the kindred sciences, but its
fundamental principles are theoretically unalterable.
And, therefore, although innovations innumerable
have from time to time been superadded to the
original system, yet they have failed to swamp its
immoveable basis ; and, like a rock in the midst of
a raging sea, though storms and tempests have for
ages beat furiously upon its breast, it still remains in
its pristine integrity to enlighten mankind by the

B 2
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effulgence of its doctrines and the purity of its
humanizing precepts which point the way to another
and a better world. The scions which have been
progressively engrafted on the parent stem for good
or evil, have not detoriated its original principles of
pure and unsullied morality. Their design may be
estimable, useful, and praiseworthy, but they are
alien to genuine Freemasonry, and therefore most
justly placed under the cognizance of other governing
bodies, that no blending or spurious admixture may
sully the purity of their symbolieal prototype.

I do not, however, pledge myself to establish by docu-
mentary evidence that the Constitutions of Masonry
are coeval with the building of King Solomon’s
- Temple ; although Doctor Anderson asserts that

" ¢ the fraternity have always had a book, in manu-
script, called the ¢ Book of Constitutions.” All we
know of them, however, is, that they existed on the
Continent of Europe before the tenth century, and
at that period were pronounced ancient ; but it must
be admitted that the precise meaning which our
Brethren of such a remote age attached to the word
is somewhat problematical ; and I am unwilling to
hazard a positive assertion on that, as on some other
doubtful subjects, unless borne out by undeniable
evidence. Qur traditions carry their antiquity to a
very remote period ; but as these traditions were
transmitted down the stream of time by oral com-
munication only, it is not improbable but they shared
the fate of all other unwritten testimony; and if
deteriorations became insensibly incorporated with
them, some primitive truths might also be superseded,
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which would effect great and organic changes in the
historical legend relating to the antiquity of the
Masonic Constitutions.

In order to verify these observations it may be
tseful to revert to the primitive York Constitu-
tions, for the purpose of ascertaining what particular
Points or Landmarks were enjoined by competent
authority in the tenth century ; and this will ¢lear
the way for an inquiry whether any of them have
been encroached on; and, if so, how far such changes
affect the moral and ceremonial status of the Craft.
From a general view of Symbolical Freemasonry it
would appear that the present arrangement was the
result of a grand movement made by Prince Edwin
and his confreres at the above period, daring which
all its ancient and genuine principles were brought
together and remodelled into one consistent system,
and permanently established by a Royal Charter,
which was granted by King Athelstan to the first
English Grand Lodge holden in the City of York.
This portion of Masonic history is affirmed in an old
record dating back as far as the reign of Edward IV.,
which testifies that ¢ under the Charter of Athelstan,
Prince Edwin summoned all the Masons in the
realm to meet him in a congregation at York, and
there s Grand Lodge was formed, of which he him-
gelf was Grand Master. His colleagues and agents
had, with unparalleled industry, collected in foreign
countries all the writings and records extant ; some
in Greek, some in Latin, some in French, and some
in other languages ; from the contents of which that
assembly framed the Constitutions and Charges, and
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made the observance of them penal in all time
coming.”

This record clearly refers to a revision of the
system at that period, and an adaptation of it to the
change of times and the feelings of men ; for the
above-mentioned record further informs us that
Prince Edwin “ prevailed with the king to improve
the Charges and Constitutions of the English Lodges
according to the foreign model; to increase the
wages of working Masons, and grant them a privilege
of correction among themselves to amend what might
happen to be amiss, and to hold a yearly communi-
cation and a general assembly.”

These improved Constitutions still exist, and have
been recently discovered amongst the stores.in the
British Museum, and published by Mr. Halliwell,
from a manuscript which is pronounced to have been
drawn up for the use of Freemasons during the
reign of Athelstan. As, therefore, the revisal of the
Ritual was accomplished by a Christain prince, and
for the improvement of an institution expressly
designed for the use of the builders of Christian
churches, we may reasonably suppose that it would
not be destitate of Christian references. And
accordingly we find that these Constitutions blend
worldly duty with heavenly aspirations, and temporal
interests with preparations for eternity so intimately
that they cannot be separated without sapping the
foundations and destroying the genuine principles of
the institution.

They contain a brief enunciation of certain Land-
marks ; not, it is freely admitted, under that express
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denomination ;—nor, acoording to their evidence, was
the Craft previously called Freemasonry, but Geome-
try (which I think the more scientific name). The
committee, however, appear to have then adopted
the present appellation ; for it is affirmed in the
body of the document, that they ¢ cowenterfetyd ”
or changed its primitive designation, *‘ and zaf hyt
the name of MasoNRY,” which they pronounce to be
‘the moste oneste craft of alle.” The word Point
i8 used in a sense somewhat corresponding with our
Landmark. And certain particulars are made so
indispensable to the integrity of the institution
that we cannot reject, on any substantial grounds,
the implicit belief that these Points or Landmarks
were intended to be of perpetual obligation on the
fraternity.

The introduction to this most ancient document,
which I conceive to contain the veritable comstitu-
tions of the Grand Lodge of York, holden A.». 930,!
gives an account how Euclid undertook to teach the
principles of Masonry to certain young persons, well
born, the lawful offspring of ¢‘lodeges,” and who
were sound and perfect in body ; and directed that
they should use no other term when speaking of or
to each other, but that of Brother. The origin of
Masonry is here ascribed to the Egyptians, and
introduced into England in the reign of ¢ the gode
kinge Aldelston.” It then speaks of the formation
of a Grand Lodge at York, composed of earls,

1 The reasons for this opinion have been given at large by the
author, in the American Preemasons’ Quarterly Review for 1858.
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knights, squires, and “ grete burges of that syte,”
asgembled together for the purpose of drawing up a
code of regulations for the government of the craft. ¢
Then follows a clause, which, under the head of
Alia ordinacio artis Gemeiris, provides that a
general assembly shall be held every year with the
Grand Master at its head to enforce the regulations,
and to make new laws when it may be expedient to
do 80, at which all the Brethren are competent to be
present ; and they must renew their O. B. to keep
and observe the statutes and constitutions ; and
farther directs that, in all ages to come, the
existing Grand Lodge shall petition every new
monarch to confer his sanction on their pro-
ceedings.

The last division of this important document
may be denominated the moral and scientific lecture,
for it contains three hundred lines of instruction to
the Brethren for behaviour in the Lodge during
labour and refreshment—in the Church, where they
are directed to be regular in their prayers to God and
the Blessed Virgin through Jesus Christ, and to
conduct themselves in that sacred place with rever-
ence and devotion. It further gives a definition
of the seven liberal sciences, and recounts various

. 2 These Regulations are comprised in fifteen Articles and as

many Points ; but they are too long for insertion here. If,
however, the reader will turn to the above-mentioned periodical,
or to p. 64 of the new edition of Preston, he will find an
abstract of them, the latter being taken from a MS. written
in the reign of James II., and now in the possession of the
Lodge of Antiquity.
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points of duty in the behaviour of Brothers and
Fellows “in halle, yn bowre, and at borde,” in-
cluding many useful hints which would not be
inapplicable to the Craft in the 19th century.

If such be the design of Freemasonry as it was
remodelled eight hundred years ago, we shall be at
no loss to discover the occult signification of many
of its details which would otherwise remain im-
penetrably obscure through the alterations in the
Oharges, Constitutions, and Lectures, which were
effected at the Union in 1814. The ancient Gothic
Charges, which have been reproduced and modern-
ized from time to time, uniformly speak of T. G.
A. 0. T. U. as the founder of the Catholic Church
(whose temples the fraternity were then busily em-
ployed in erecting), who, according to the voice of
prophecy, was heralded by a blazing star, proclaimed
by John the Baptist, born at Bethlechem in Judes,
as the “Lorp oF Lire” (still retaining a place in
the Third Lecture), to establish and confirm that
primitive faith which is destined to become the
religion of all mankind, including Jew and Gentile,
Greek and barbarian, bond and free, and to cover
the earth as the waters cover the seas. '

The laws thus established were secured from
alteration by certain Landmarks; which, as our
traditions certify, were pronounced unchangeable ;
and the prohibition appears to have been so strictly
maintained, that in many of the later editions of
these constitutions, the laws then established are
almost verbally repeated ; and do actually exist—
somewhat emasculated I am free to confess—in the

B6
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system universally practised at the present day, and
recognized amongst Masons in every country under
heaven by the distinguishing appellation of the York
Constitutions, having been originally drawn up and
authorized by the Grand Lodge, holden in the city
of York under the charter of Athelstan already
mentioned, and confirmed at a subsequent meeting
of the same Grand Lodge, when Athelstan had him-
self assumed the Grand Mastership of the Craft on
the death of his brother.
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LECTURE II.

THE CONSTITUTIONS OF ENGLAND,

¢The Constitutions of the Order consist of two parts,—oral
and written communications ; the former, comprehending the
mysteries of the art, are only to be acquired by practice and
experience in the Lodge; the latter includes the history of
genuine Masonry, the lives and characters of its patrons, and
the ancient charges and gemeral regulations of the Craft.—-
PaesroN.

““The ancient Conmstitutions and Landmarks of the Order
‘were not made by us. We have voluntarily put ourselves
under them, as have our predecessors for ages before us. As
they are, we must conform to them, or leave the Institution ;
but we cannot alter them., The Regulations of the Grand
Lodge, which are made by ourselves, must be in conformity
with the Constitutions of the Order.” ~ADDRESS OF THE GRAND
MastER o NEw YORK, 1843, -

FREEMASONRY at the present day bears the cha-
racter of a municipal institation, for it regulates its
internal interests by ‘its own laws. Now the true
principle of a municipality is the privilege of enjoy-
ing unfettered discretion within its legal boundaries ;
for if any society of men possess the exclusive power
of managing their own affairs, the privilege is usnally
accompanied by such conditions as may be essential
to its successful execution. One of these conditions
undoubtedly is ; that if the rulers striotly adhere to
the Constitutions the members of the society will
profit, but if they violate them by the slightest
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deviation, the members will surely suffer ; for per-
fect liberty cannot exist without respomsibility ; in
_ the absence of which it will be impossible either to
stimulate diligence or to enforce the exercise of
wholesome criticism and judicious inquiry.

The Order possesses a local and municipal govern-
ment under the protection of the State. The due
execution of its laws, founded on a steady principle
of responsibility in its rulers, has invested the Order
with its present proud position amongst the institu-
tions of the world ; and the uniform obedience of
the Brethren to its statutes and ordinances consti-
tutes a powerful evidence how abundantly a demo-
cratic society may flourish, even under the auspices
of a limited monarchy. This tranquil subserviency to
the law constitutes the abiding boast of the Masonic
Association, and shows how admirably adapted to its
requirements are the general Counstitutions of the
Order.

Thege Constitutions are of two kinds; viz., first,
local of temporary, and subject to revision by the
Grand Lodge when any extraordinary circumstances
arise to justify such a proceeding, conformably to a
regulation agreed to at York in the tenth century,
which directs that ‘“ A General Assembly shall be
held every year, with the Grand Master at its head,
to enforce the regulations and f0 make new laws
when it may be expedient to do so.”” In this class
may be ranked the laws relating to complaints and
misdemeanours, the amount of fees and subscrip-
tions ; the interval between the degrees, the several
funds, charities, and Boards, &c., &c., all of which
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~ may be changed at pleasure by a vote of the Grand
Lodge. These are not strictly Landmarks.

But the second class of laws are undoubted Land-
marks which admit of no alteration, and ought to
be preserved intact to prevent innovations in the
identity of the ancient Order. For instance, if a
candidate were to be admitted into a Lodge without
a dispensation before he had attained the age of one
and twenty years, it would be a violation of the
Constitutions, for which the W. Master would be
amenable to punishment by the Board of General
Purposes. The same offence would be perpetrated
if the candidate were admitted by communication
and without the usual ritual preparation or O. B.
These general Constitutions, unlike the former class,
prevail under the jurisdiction of every Grand Lodge
in the world, and are allowed by universal consent to -
be unchangeable; and hence it is by the use of
these significant tokens that the Order has passed
through so many generations unscathed by persecu-
tion, and has preserved its pristine integrity un-
shaken amidst all the reverses of alternate prospenty
and neglect.

The method of transmitting mporta.nt facts and
doctrines by oral communication is, to say the least
of it, very uncertain and imperfect. The marvel is
not, as Bro. Yates (U.S.) truly observes, ‘norshould
be, that inconsistencies, and, I may say, seeming
absurdities have become mixed up with the tradi-
tions of Masonry, but that there should be no more
of them ; when we reflect that these traditions have
been handed down orally through so many genera-
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tions.” And, he might have added, that it is still
more wonderful that, under such circumstances, we
have a gingle grain of truth left to uphold the dig-
nity and integrity of the institution.
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LECTURE IIIL

THE LANDMARKS,

- 4Tn the Grand Lodge resides the power of making Laws and
Regulations for the government of the Oraft, and of altering,
repealing, and abrogating them, provided that they continue to
preserve the ancient Landmarks of the Order.”—CoONSTITUTIONS.

It is my opinion that so long as the Master of any Lodge
observes exactly the Landmarks of the Craft, he is at liberty to
give the Loctures in the language best suited to the character
of the Lodge over which he presides.”—H.R.H. Ta8 DUKs oF
Susarx, G. M.

Ix order to ascertain what is the real tendency
and end of Freemasonry, it will be nacessary to clear
the way by a brief examination of the Landmarks,
which denote certain standard principles in the
general laws, usages, customs, and language of the
Order, and were originally established by our ancient
Brethren to preserve its identity, and prevent in-
novation. It has ever been considered essential to
the integrity of Masonry that they should remain
intact, because, if its leading tenets were subject to
periodical changes at the will and pleasure of the
Fraternity in every sucoessive generation, its dis-
tinctive character, in process of time, might per-
chance be destroyed ; in which case the institution
would be denuded of all its fixed and determinate
principles. It was fenced round with Landmarks,
therefore, to preserve its integrity, and prevent the
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introduction of unauthorized novelties, which would
affect its peculiar claims to consideration in the eye
of the world. ‘

In a disquisition on the rise and progress of Free-
masonry, it is usual to trace it by means of certain
presumed Landmarks through the dark ages, in-
cluding the patriarchal and Mosaic dispensations,
particularizing the era of the Dionysiacs, who built
the Temple of Solomon, and the Collegiss Fabiorum,
both of which were strictly operative; and after
noticing the establishment of a Speculative Grand
Lodge at York in the tenth century, the theorista
proceed to the presumed institution of what is termed
on the Continent of Europe the rite of Eocossais, or
the Order of H.R.D.M., the origin of which, from
tolerably correct evidence, is assigned to King Robert
Bruce, as the consummation of the battle of Bannock
Burn, which was fought on St. John’s Day, 1314
In the course of this inquiry the fable of Osiris and
other practices of the heathen mysteries are in-
cidentally mentioned, together with the traditional
period when religious rites were first introduced as a
speculative feature in the operative Craft.

The genuine Landmarks of Masonry, however, are
of a different character, and are susceptible of divi-
sion into twelve distinct classes, which may be
arranged under the following heads: —1. Erz-
MENTARY ; a8 in the opening and closing, the
preparation and admission of a candidate, the ballot,
&c. 2. INpuoTIVE; a8 in the badge, meeting and
parting, the qualification questions, &c. 3. RiTUAL;
@8 in the floor and covering of the Lodge, the when
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and where, the ornaments, farniture, and jewels,
labour and refreshment, the porch, dormer, and stone
pavement of the Temple, &c. 4. PERSONAL; as
the signs, words, and tokens, the principal point,
hele and conceal, of, at, and on, the working tools,
&c. 5. LANDMARKS CONNEOTED WITH THE CARDINAL
Points; as the form, extent, and situation of the
Lodge, the pillars, the lesser lights, the deiseal,
hailing from Jerusalem, &c. 6. ScieNTIFIC; a8 in
Masonic labour and refreshment, Geometry, numbers,
the vesica piscis, the universal language, worldly pos-
sessions, &c. 7. HistomicAL; as the alliance of
Solomon and Hiram, the building of the Temple,
Jacob’s vision, the deliverance from Egyptian bond-
age, passing the Red Sea, wandering in the wilderness,
crossing the Jordan, &c. 8. Txr1oaL; as the legend
of the Third Degree, darkness visible, the Shekinah,
the Cherubins, &c. 9. DocTRINAL; as the quali-
fications of the W.M., oral communication, &c.
10. PRACTIOAL ; as in the powers of a Grand Lodge,
the O.B., moral duties, &c. 11. OBSOLETE ; as free
by birth, Abraham and Hagar, illegitimacy, the
fixed lights, age of a candidate, the original parallels
(according to the English system), H. XII. &eo.;
and 12. Spumious; as the facultie of Abrac, the
Preadamites, the cost of the Temple, the amount of
wages paid to the workmen, the precious stones in
the foundation, &c. Under such a classification
a Landmark may be recognized with tolerable accu-
racy.
The strict inviolability of a Landmark is somewhat
problematical. There are certain obsolete particulars
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in Masonry which were formerly esteemed to be
Landmarks, but have undergone alterations in a
greater or lesser degree. It follows, therefore, that
if the old Landmarks cannot, by any possibility, be
removed, then we incur the unavoidable conclusion
that these never had a claim to any such distinction.
In all existing Constitutions, however, there is a
prohibitory clause which pronounces the Landmarks,
like the laws of the Medes and Persians, to be
unchangeable ;2 but we shall find that in practice it
has been occasionally violated, and therefore inap-
plicable to all the contingencies that may arise in
practice.

To persist, then, in asserting that the Landmark
cannot be altered, with an array of positive facts
against the hypothesis, is indefensible and absurd,
because it places the society in a false position. It

! But the question is, in what sense we are to understand the
immutability of these ancient laws. Dr. Clark has a judicious
observation, which I quote, as bearing in some degree on the
subject under discussion. ‘I do not think,” he observes, ¢ that
this law is to be understood so as to imply that whatever lawsa
or ordinances the Medes and Persians once enacted, they never
changed them. This would argue extreme folly in legislitors in
any oountry. Nothing more appears to be meant than that the
decree should be enacted, written, and registered according to
the legal forms among the Medes and Persians ; and this one to
be made absolute for thirty days. The laws were such among
this people that, when once passed with the usual formalities,
the king could not change them at his own will. This is the
utmost that can be meant by the law of the Medes and Persiang
that could not be changed.” If we substitute Grand Master for
king, this may, perhaps, be the utmost latitude which the Grand
Lodge of England assigns to the word ‘‘ unalterable,” as applied
to the Landmarks of Masonry.
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is well known, that whenever it has been found
expedient to expunge a Landmark, the means of
accomplishment were never wanting. The letter of
the law is stern, but the spirit is feeble. Practice
is more than a match for it, and beats it on its own
ground. Salus populi suproma est lez.

Now, before I proceed it must be distinctly under-
stood that I neither justify nor condemn the practice
of modifying & Landmark to meet a new condition
of society ; my intention is merely to record histo-
rical truth. The question resolves itself into a
matter of expediency, of which however the policy is
somewhat doubtful; because if that be a sufficient
pretext for the renunciation of a single Landmark,
who knows but our successors in the course of a very
few ages may witness the abolition of them all on &
gimilar plea ? The restrictive law of Landmark bears
some resemblance to the fiction that the Pope has
no authority or jurisdiction in these realms, which,
de jure, is correct enough ; but yet everybody knows
that he regularly exercises both with perfect im-
punity, by the appointment of cardinals, legates, and
bishops ; and in effect he allows no important eccle-.
siastical affairs to be transacted in the United
Kingdom without his approbation and consent.

The true state of the case is, that in the actual
business of Freemasonry, as it is now understood
and practised by the whole Masonic community in
all parts of the world, progress is the text, and
improvement the commentary. The Grand Lodge,
like the British Parliament, is all powerful ; for it is
a representative institution in which every Brother
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is present by delegates elected by himself, and there
is consequently no appeal against its decisions, even
if a majority were to agree on a general sweep from
the system of every existing Landmark, whether of
ancient or modern imposition. - Other Masonic com-
munities might protest against the innovation, but
the English Fraternity would be utterly powerless
either to prevent it or to apply a remedy. It is true
such a comprehensive measure is very unlikely to
occur ; yet it cannot be denied that the Landmarks
appear to be considered merely a8 a series of arbitrary
boundary lines, which, when they obstruct the ever-
flowing current of progress, are to be levelled in
detail, if expediency suggests the necessity of their
removal. And so they might disappear, and become
obsolete one by one, till the Fraternity of another
generation would forget that they ever existed.
General laws, as I have already had occasion to
observe, are inviolable, and reputed in theory to con-
stitute impervious Landmarks, because they enforce
the observance of some moral virtue, while par-
ticular and local laws admit of alteration and revi-
gion when necessary; but if, in carrying out these
principles, any Grand Lodge for the sake of expe-
diency does actually proceed to the wltima Thule of
removing one Landmark and altering another at its
own will and pleasure, why retain a prohibition on
the Masonic Statute Book, which may thus be
violated with impunity whenever a majority shall so
ordain? A great deal might be said on this subject
if it were necessary ; but I have some doubts as to
the propriety of entering on a field of argument
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when the object of these Leotures is simply to make
a plain statement of facts as they are connected with
the existing system of practice. It is a general
opinion amongst the Craft that in the present state
of Masonic progress, it ought not to be impeded
by hypothetical obstructions ; and many worthy
Brethren contend that the Order would be benefited
by a free and ample discussion of first principles,
unshackled by imaginary precedence in any possible
form. “ Let it once be understood what are Land-
marks and what are not,” they say, * and all ob-
jections will be for ever silenced. But until some
such general agreement amongst the several Grand
Lodges of the world be accomplished, we are grovelling
in darkness, and all our boasted accessions of light
are no better than the glimmerings of reason come
pared with the full blaze of divine revelation.”

If there be anomalies, these Brethren urge, let
them be swept away; but to persist with such per-
tinacity from age to age in the fiction that Land-
marks are unalterable, with certain irrefragable facts
before us to repudiate the assertion, is unworthy of a
great institution. We live in an age of reform, and
if there be anything in Freemasonry that needs
excision, the sooner the Grand Lodge take the bull
by the horns the better. Malus usus abolendus est.
H.R.H. the late Grand Master, whose authority on
this subject will scarcely be questioned by any living
Mason, contended that ¢ obedience, however vigor-
ously observed, does not prevent us from investi-
gating the inconvenience of laws which at the
time they were framed may have been prudent, and
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even necessary ; but now, from a total change of
circumstances and events, may have become unjust,
oppressive, and useless. Justinian declares that he
violates the law who, confining himself to the Zeiter,
acts contrary to the spirét of it.” ‘

If the above reasoning be sound, these conclusions
will be clearly deducible from it. Freemasonry is
evidently in a state of transition. If what are
usually esteemed Landmarks offér an obstacle to its
onward progress ; if they clog and imperil the insti-
tution, or apply solely to another phase of society,
there is no valid reason, in the opinion of the late
Grand Master, why they should not give way when
the interests of the Craft require it. And it is evi-
dent that the Fraternity in the last century enter-
tained a somewhat similar opinion. It will not do
to be continually tinkering ; stopping one hole and
making two. A comprehensive scheme of reform is
of more value than a thousand pieces of patchwork.
Let the question be settled at once and for ever.
Either wholly draw aside the veil or let it mot be
touched. Name the Landmarks that are unalter-
able, and make it penal to violate them ; and then it
may be truly said, that it is not in the power of
any man or body of men to make any alteration or
innovation in the body of Masonry.” In such case
we may have some chance of avoiding htlgatlon, for
our own -time at least. ‘
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LECTURE 1IV.
BPURIOUS LANDMARKS.

“The sciences in which the Arabs made original disooveries,
and in which, next after the Greeks, they have been the in-
structors of the moderns, were mathematics, astronomy, astro-
logy, medicine, ntateria medica, and chemistry. Now, it is very
possible that from the Arabs may have originally proceeded the
conceit of physical mysteries without the aid of magio, such as
the art of gold-making, the invention of a panacea, the philo-
sopher’s stone, and other chimsras of alchemy which afterwards
haunted the heads of the Rosicrucians and the elder Freemasons.”
—DE QUINCEY.

“That in Freemasonry there is neither magic, theurgic, nor
theosophy, is well known to every brother; but, alas! there is
t00 much reason to believe that in former ages these vagaries of
the mind were thought to be found amongst us. Under the
hieroglyphics of our royal art many have sought for that secret
which, like the possession of Solomon’s seal, would enable them
to govern the world of spirits.”—GADIOKE,

Ovue continental Brethren in the eighteenth cen- -
tury were disposed to reject the hypothesis which
traces Freemasonry as a science back to the building
of King Solomon’s Temple. And I think they
were correct in principle, although they erroneously
endeavoured to substantiate their opinions by the
use of a series of spurious Landmarks which had no
existence but in their own imagination. With this
“end in view they contended that its pristine design,
as a medimval institution of no higher antiquity
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than the advent of the Stuart family in England,
was to farther the purpose of the Rosicrucians, and
to regenerate the world by means of the philosopher’s
stone and the elixir of life, which constituted the
visionary Landmarks on which the theory was
founded.

They also taught that in fartherance of this plan,
a few learned Englishmen embraced the doctrine
promulgated by Lord Bacon in his new Adtlantis,
in which he assumed that a certain monarch built a
magnificent edifice at Bensalem (Jerusalem), which
he called Solomon’s Temple, and formed themselves
into an exclusive society for the purpose of following
out the principle, which was the origin of the Royal
Bociety. That, in addition to this, another institu-
tion was at length established for a similar purpose,
which differed essentially from the former, and con-
sisted principally of men who expected to attain a
knowledge of the occult secrets of nature by alche-
mical operations; amongst whom were Elias Ash-
mole, Lily, and others, who had some preliminary
meetings at Warrington, on the pretence of recon-
structing, in a symbolical manner, Bacon’s visionary
Temple of Solomon. For this purpose they erected
a pair of emblematical pillars, which they called the
pillars of Hermes, and thence advancing by a ladder
of seven steps to a chequered pavement, they ex-
hibited symbols of the creation, the secrets of which
it was their aim and purpose to fathom.

To conceal their mysterious meetings they pro-
cured admission into the Masons’ company in Lon-
don, and assumed the denomination of Freemasons,
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and adopted the implements of operative labour as
their chief symbols. And, as most of its members
were strongly opposed to the principles of Puritanism,
their meetings, though ostensibly intended for scien-
tific investigations, were secretly directed to the
purpose of restoring Charles II. to the throne of
England after the execution of his father. With a
further view to secrecy they assumed the denomina-
tion of Soxs or A Bererr WIFE, in allusion to the
widowed queen ; bewailed the death of their murdered
master, and adopted a sign of recognition to comme-
morate that tragical occurrence. They further sought
for the recovery of a LosT WORD, meaning the legiti-
mate title of king, then lost to the nation. Ata
later period, as their histories tell us, the character
of the institution underwent a radical change by the
intervention of Bir Christopher Wren, and assumed
its present position of morality, eharity, and truth.!

It will be unnecessary to comment on this absurd
attempt to explain the origin and design of Free-
masbnry by a reference to any political movement,
although it undoubtedly constituted the specious
will-o’-the-wisp by which many well-intentioned anti-
masons have been misled, and induced to ascribe the
invention of Masonry to the Rosicrucians, instead of
the Cyclopean builders of antiquity and their suc-
cessors, the FREE AND MasTER MasoNs, who erected
those superb monuments of high art,—the churches
and cathedrals of the mediseval era.

! See more of this in the Freemuasons’ Magazine for December,
1858,

C
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From the above hypothesis originated that spurious
Masonic figment, called * The Facultie of Abrac,”
which is traditionally asserted to be a veritable
Landmark of ancient Masonry. Professor Robison,
in his Proofs, connects Freemasonry with the schisms
in the Christian Church at the beginning of the last
century ; and truly asserts that the Jesuits, into
whose hands it had fallen at that period, used it
a8 a convenient engine for the furtherance of their
designs, and to maintain their secret influence in
gociety ; for which purpose they altered the Land-
marks and introduced many innovations, both in the
letter and spirit of the Institution. It was further
disturbed by the mystical dreams of Jacob Behmen,
and Swedenborg ; by the fanatical doctrines of Pasoal,
Pernetti, Knigge, and a host of Continental reformers ;
by magicians, magnetizers, and exorcists, of whom
Mesmer and Cagliostro were the types: all of whom
pretended to understand the mysterious facultie of
Abrac.

A few years later the court of Rome found it their
interest to demounce Freemasonry; and a papal
edict, which was issued in 1739, accused and con-
demned the brotherhood for practising “occult secrets
and forbidden arts ;”’ referring to the spurious Land-
marks just mentioned, which were partly introduced
by themselves :—* the search for a universal men-
struum to convert the baser metals into gold ; to-
gether with the elixir of life and the philosopher’s
stone ;”'1 a8 if the papacy was determined that none

! An old Masonic manusoript ritual in my posseesion contains
this curious question,—* How do you explain the philosopher’s
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but priests of their own hierarchy should pursue the
stady of science or the practice of natural philosophy.
And it appears rather unaccountable that even if
some of the fraternity, in an age of ignorance and
superstition, did exhibit a propensity to trace the
secrets of nature to their source, which is by no
means improbable, the order should have been de-
nounced and proscribed by those very ecclesiastical
authorities who themselves, according to competent
evidence, pretended to perform miraculous acts that
exceed the ordinary power of nature or the faculties
of uninspired men. I am ready to admit that the
primitive Masons (although they never claimed such
miraculous attainments, yet), by reason of their mar-
vellous productions in the seience of architecture,
were thought by the ignorant world to possess su-
pernatural powers.  Nor is it surprising that they
should have adopted that mistaken opinion, for it
is analogous to the experience of all ages. ¢ There
was a time,” says the eloquent Bishop Watson, in
his answer to Gibbon, “ when no one was acquainted
with the laws of magnetism, which suspend in many

stone 1 ”"—which is thus curiously answered :—‘‘ Adam, when in
Paradise, was filled with the holy spirit of God ; but, by trans-
gressing the divine command, he lost that essence, and the
substitute was to walk in God’s anger and wrath ; yet God, in
his mercy, in order to restore that essence, became man, that
he might bring us again into the Sanctum Sanctorum. Thus
the second Adam was the philosopher’s stone that Adam lost,
and it can only be found by those who are regenerated by his
spirit.” I believe, however, that this illustration is an extract
from some of the Theosophic Lectures which were used on the
continent of Europe in the last century.

o2
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instances the laws of gravitation ; nor can I see,
upon the principle in question, how the rest of man-
kind could have eredited the testimony of their first
discoverer, and yet to have rejected it would ha.ve
been to reject the truth.”

Our worthy Brother Preston appears to have been
a believer in the mystical attainments of our ancient
brethren. In his observations on Locke’s com-
mentary on an ancient. Masonic manuscript, he says,
“His being in the dark concerning the ‘meaning
of the facultie of Abrac, I am not surprised at, nor
can I conceive how he could otherwise be. Abrac is
an abbreviation of the word Abracadabra. In the
days of ignorance and superstition that word had a
magical signification, but the explanation of it is
now lost. Our celebrated annotator has taken
~notice of the Masons having the art of working
miracles and foresaying things to come. But this
was certainly not the least important of their doc-
trines ; hence astrology was admitted as one of the
arts which they taught; and the study of it was
warmly recommended in former times.”



LECTURE V.

THE ANCIENT CHARGES.

. %8t. Alban loved Masons well, and cherished them much.
He obtained of the king a charter, enabling them to hold a
general council, and gave it the name of assembly, and was
thereat himself as Grand Master, and helped to make Masons,

and gave them good charges and regulations.” — ANCIENT
REcORD.

“ Although the ancient records of the Brotherhood in
England were many of them destroyed or lost in the wars
of the Saxons and Danes, yet King Athelstan encouraged
many Masons from France, whe brought with them the

charges and regulations of the Lodges preserved since the
Roman times,”~OLD CoNSTITUTIONS.

Ir is a question of great importance whether any
of those articles and points which were promulgated
in the tenth cemtury by a Grand Convention of
Masons, holden in the city of York, have been
repealed, mitigated, or extinguished in modern times
with ‘the concurrence of any Grand Lodge; and
whether the judicious pruning of a Landmark to
meet the exigencies of modern progress, is to be
oonsidered a breach of the prohibitory law which
forbids its entire abrogation.

The fiction about the unalterable character of the
Landmarks appears, in some respects, to be of
a similar nature to that which was urged in the
British House of Commons, before Sir C. Cresswell’s
mission commenced, respecting the indissolubility of
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marriage, although every speaker on both sides knew
very well that it was not a sound proposition, because
instances of divorce were even then not uncommon,
and have been so from time immemorial. In like
manner the Landmarks of Masonry in theory are
pronounced unalterable, while in practice some of
them have been changed or abrogated at various
periods, if their claims to the honour of being bond
fide Landmarks can be satisfactorily established. It
is, however, doubtful whether there be a single Land-
mark in Masonry of any importance that would not,
on an urgent emergency, be willingly repudiated by
some of our Brethren to serve a temporary purpose ;
because on every occasion when the mitigation of a
Landmark has been proposed to meet the increasing
intelligence of the times, individual Brethren have
facilitated the movement, as we have seen in our
third Lecture, by ignoring its claims to such a dis-
tinction. The adversaries of Masonry dogmatically
assert as a well-established fact, that very considerable
alterations have taken place in the Landmarks at
different periods. ‘ The Masonic orders,” according
to the testimony of De Quincey, ‘ were not originally
at all points what they are now ; they have passed
through many changes and modifications ; and no
inconsiderable part of their symbolic system, &c. has
been the product of succeeding generations.”

The question, therefore, presents itself to our
notice, whether any of the Landmarks of the order
have been infringed and become obsolete, as this
writer imagines. This will form a prominent sub-
ject of discussion in some future lecture, and I shall
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carefully examine the evidences pro and con, and
endeavour to solve the problem on the surest and
most irrefragable testimony, viz., a reference to facts
which admit of neither contradiction nor dispute. At
present I shall call your attention solely to the
ancient Gothic Charges, which are designated as
permanent Landmarks by Desaguliers, Anderson,
Sayer, Payne, and the worthies who formed the first
Grand Lodge, and brought about the revival of
Masonry at the beginning of the last century. To
preserve their integrity unimpaired by keeping them
constantly before the fraternal eye, it was strictly
enjoined that they should be rehearsed at the Instal-
lation of every Master, and that he should be re-
quired to give his unfeigned consent to them without
hesitation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of
mind. The question then is, Have these Charges
sustained any alteration ?

The following comparison will answer the inquiry :

Extracts from the Ancient
Charges, A.D. 1728,

1. Although in ancient
times Masons were charged
in every country to be of the
religion of that country or
nation, whatever it was, yet
it is now thought more ex-
pedient only to oblige them
to that religion in which all
men agree, leaving their par-
ticular opinions to themselves ;
that is, to be good men and
true, or men of honour and
honesty, by whatever deno-

Eztracts from the Ancient
Charges, as inserted wm owr
present Book of Comatitu-
tions, A.D. 1855.

I A Mason, of all men,
should best understand that
God seeth not as man
seeth ; for man looketh at
the outward appearance, but
God looketh at the heart. A
Mason is, therefore, parti-
cularly bound never to act
against the dictates of his
conscience. Let a man’s re-.
ligion or mode of worship be
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minations or persuasions they ‘
may be distinguished.

1. A Mason is a peaceable
subjeot, never to be concerned
in plots against the state, nor
disrespectful to inferior magi-
strates. Of old, kings, prinoes,
and states encouraged the fra-
ternity for their loyalty, who
ever flourished most in times
of peace, But, though a Bro-
ther is mot to be countenanced
in his rebellion against the
state, yet, if convicted of mo
other crime, kis relation to the
Lodge remains indefeasible.

1. A duly-organized body
of Masons is called a Lodge,
Jjust as the word church is ex-
pressed both of the congregation
and the place of worship. The
men made Masons must be
free-born, no bondmen, of
mature age and good report,
kale and sound, not deformed,
nor dismembered at the time of
their making. No woman, no
eunvuch.

v. Free and accepted Ma-

sons shall not allow cowans
to work with them, nor shall
they be employed by cowans
without an urgent necessity ;
and even in that case they
must not teach cowans, but
have a separate communi-
cation,
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what it may, he is not ex-
cluded from the Order, pro-,
vided he believe in the
G.A.0.T.U,, and practise the
sacred duties of morality.

. A Mason is a peaceable
subject to the civil powers
where he resides or works,
and is never to be concerned
in plots or conspiracies against
the peace and welfare of the
nation, nor to behave himself
undutifully to inferior magi-
strates. He is cheerfully to
oonform to every lawful autho-
rity; to hold on every occasion
the interest of the community,
and zealously promote the pro-
sperity of his own country.

1m. Every regular assembly
or duly-organized meeting of
Masons is called a Lodge. The
persons made Masons, or ad-
mitted members of a Lodge,
must be good and true men,
free-born, of mature and dis-
creet age and sound judgment,
no bondmen, no women, no
immoral or scandalous men,.
but of good report.

v. Freemasons sball not
work with those who are not
free without an urgent neces-
sity ; nor shall they teach
labourers or unaccepted Ma-
sons as they would teach a
Brother or Fellow.
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In these passages (and others of a similar nature
might have been added) the alterations speak for
themselves, and require no comment. And it may be
further observed that, even so early as the revival,
an alteration of the Landmarks was publicly an-
nounced in these express terms: ‘ In ancient times
the Christian Masons were charged to comply with the
Christian usages of each country where they travelled
or worked. But Masons being found in all nations,
even of divers religions, they are now only charged to
adhere to that religion in which all men agree,” &e.
This revision has not only been acceded to by all
sucoessive Grand Lodges, but the concluding clause
of the fourth charge — ¢‘that no number without
three Master Masons can form a Lodge,” which is
in itself an important Landmark, has been entirely
expunged. Again, the old charge, vi. 1, says, “ As
Masons, we are of the oldest catholic religion,” &o. ;
this also has been omitted. And, lastly, not to be
tedious on this point, the time of the annual festival
has been changed from St. John’s-day, as enjoined
by the old Constitutions, to that of St. George, and
by it the annual communication is now governed.

Now, whether these alterations be improvements
or not forms no part of the present inquiry, which
relates solely to a question of fact; and rests upon
the postulatum already mentioned—whether such
corrections be admisgible under the clause which pro-
hibits any alteration of Landmarks. The truth is,
that how pleasing soever the doctrine of irremov-
able Landmarks may sound in theory, it is not
borne out by practice ; nor can it be, amidst the ever-

ob
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varying changes in manners and customs, and im-
provements in science and arts ; for Freemasonry, to
hold its own, must keep pace with the progress of
other institutions; and this can scarcely be accom-
plished without the occasional pruning of antiquated
observances to meet the requirements of an altered
state of society. For which purpose I shall refer
you, in the following Lectures, to the ussge of suc-
cesgive Grand Lodges, which have resorted to it under
urgent circumstances, not merely in isolated and
exceptional instances, but as a general principle and
an unquestionable right. In all inquiries it is wise
to look Truth steadily in the face ; for what benefit
can be derived from an argument, if the attainment
of truth be not its object and end? And it cannot
be denied that several instances have occurred be.
tween the year 1717 and the present time in which
old Landmarks have been ameliorated by Grand
Lodges when any pressing necessity presented itself
in favour of the change.
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LECTURE VI.

THE TRIATDS.

“The number three was an objeot of great veneration both to
the Greeks and Latins, as is evidenced by Theocritus, Ovid, and
Virgil. Whether this fancy owes its original to this number
including a beginning, middle, and end, and thus signifying all
things in the world ; or whether to the esteem the Pythagoreans
and other philosophers had for it, on account of their Triad, or
Trinity ; or to its aptness to signify the power of all the
gods, who were divided into three classes, celestial, terrestrial,
and infernal,—I shall leave to be determined by others.,”—
DR. ANDERSON.

“The reason why Freemasons accompany their toasts with
three times three is, because there were anciently but three
words, three signs, and three grips.”—GERMAN LECTURE.

THaE origin of the Triad must be sought for in the
remotest period of time. We find it existing at the
deliverance from Egyptian bondage ; for the Rabbins
affirm that the appearance of Jehovah to Moses at
the Burning Bush—JEKARAH, MEMRA, SHEKINAH,
er Glory, Word, Majesty,—was an exemplification of
it ; and, accordingly, this remarkable event has been
embodied in Masonry along with the creation of the
world, where the Triad was first exhibited. The
ternary number, therefore, is as old as the hills ; and,
though extensively applied in the system of Free-
masonry, the reasons for its adoption are very inade-
quately explained in the ritual. I shall, therefore,
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endeavour, in this Lecture, briefly to supply the
deficiency. In whatever part of the ancient world
we pursue our researches, we find all nations in pos-
session of a Triad, which was usually applied to the
sacred object of their worship. No matter how
‘widely they were separated from each other,—whether
settled in Egypt or Ethiopa on the west, China and
Japan in the opposite quarter ; whether Britain,
Scandinavia, or the deserts of. Siberia northward,
Hindoostan on the south, or amongst the North
American Indians, or in Mexico and Peru in
the New World,— all used the mysterious Zanga
tanga, or three in one, as applied to the Great
Creator.

Mankind in all these regions were equally de-
scended from the migrating tribes which departed
simultaneously from Shinar to avoid the inconve-
niences resulting from a diversity of language, and
spread themselves over the face of the globe in search
of settlements which were congenial to their habits.
Now, as any communication between distant tribes
was physically impossible in these early times, when
artificial conveyances by land or water were unknown,
and the interminable forests swarmed with wild and
savage beasts, how does it happen that the seventy
nations into which ancient testimony divides the
primitive world, in accordance with their diversity
of dialect, should have exhibited such a uniform
identity of thought as t0 fix on precisely the same
number, and not only apply it exclusively to
sacred purposes, but also invest it with the de-
sirable attribute of good fortune? It could only
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have arisen from some principle which was familiar
to their ancestors before the planting of nations
eommenced

" The first system of notatlon used by the aboriginal
. inhabitants of all nations was by counting their
fingers ; and, therefore, if any particular number
had been required for an exceptional purpose, it would
doubtless have been either five or ten, for preserv-
ing a uniformity of enumeration. It is true there
were some exceptions to this rule. Aristotle informs
us that even in his time there was a nation in Thrace
which knew no other arithmetic but the quaternary ;
and M. Condamine remarks that the Yamsos could
only count to three; and in Brasil the people used
‘the Portuguese language to express all numbers above
the triad. These exceptions, however, do not solve
our problem. '

The most reasonable method of accounting for this
singular peculiarity will be to revert to the first ages
after the flood, when the gregarious descendants of
Noah fed their flocks and herds on the same pas-
tures ; and though, as population increased, they
would be widely spread, as we know they were, yet
they still occupied the same region, spoke the same
language, practised the same religion, and used the
same social customs.

Before any migrations were contemplated the im-
mediate posterity of Noah and his sons lived toge-
ther on the banks of the Euphrates, and, as is highly
probable, commemorated the fearful catastrophe of
the deluge by an annual festival. In process of
time, mankind began to entertain a veneration for
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their arkite ancestors, which was speedily converted
into gross idolatry, and blended with the antediluvian
worship of the Host of Heaven. “ As all mankind pro-
ceeded from the three families of which the patriarch
Noah was the head, we find this circumstance con-
tinually alluded to by the ancient mythologists. And
the three persons who first constituted those families
were looked upon both as deities and kings, and
termed the Royar Triap.”! Thus the triple off-
spring of the diluvian patriarch became a divine
Triad, resolvable into the monad Noah, or the Sun,
at its three remarkable phases of rising, southing,
and setting.

Here we have a legitimate account how the vene-
ration for a Triad existed amongst the descendants of
Noah ; and which, after the confusion of tongues and
oonsequent dispersion from Shinar, permeated every
tribe of the erratic builders of Babel, who fled from the
face of Jehovah to seek for refuge in distant regions of
the earth. The idea, however, was not original, but
was evidently derived from some well-known tradition
existing in the antediluvian world; for which we
can aocount in no other way than by supposing it
was oommunicated to Adam in Paradise by divine
revelation before he transgressed and forfeited the
protection of the Most High. And, therefore, the
revivalists of our Order, Anderson, Desaguliers, and
others, who traced the history of Masonry to the
creation of the world (for which, indeed, they had
several precedents in Masonic manuscripts preserved

! Bryant, “ Anal.,” vol. iii., p. 108, the 8vo. ed.
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in the British Museum, which were written hundreds
of years before their time), interwove the principle of
the Triad into the system, a8 it formed a constituent
element in every ancient institution that existed in
any part of the world.



LECTURE VII.
FREEMASONRY A TRIAD SOCIETY.

“ A three-fold cord is not quickly broken.”
THE SoN or SIRACH.

¢ Triangular prisms must be set in a due light and posture
before they can represent the great variety of mysteries
contained in them.”—BisaoP HORNE.

IN a discourse on the Triad, it must be distinctly
propounded, that although every Triad is a Land-
mark, yet all Landmarks are not Triads. This dis-
tinction ought to be kept prominently in view during
our discussions on the subject of Freemasonry, or it
will be difficult to deduce a satisfactory conclusion,
and might indeed be productive of numerous and
fatal errors. However cloge the reasoning, it would
only open a wide field of delusion, and terminate in
a mystification of ideas which would leave the in-
quirer totally in the dark. And therefore it will
not be amiss to consider the ultimate effect of such
an embroglio.

In the present state of Masonry there may be,
amongst a certain class of Brethren, some degree of
apathy respecting the enunciation of its real prin-
ciples; but certainly all well-informed and earnest
Masons will be anxiously desirous that they should
be well defined and clearly understood ; and the only
way of satisfying this condition is by discussing all
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questions connected with the subject calmly and
dispassionately. In the course of my lengthened
Masonic career, I have received many letters from
Brethren in various parts of England, some of them
holding official rank in purple Lodges, inquiring
“ What are the Landmarks of Masonry?” which
shows a speciés of ignorance one would scarcely
expect to find amongst a class of Brethren who have
displayod an ambition to be rulers and governors of
the Craft. And if men thus undertake situations
for which they are unfitted by natural or acquired
talent, or, in other words, by an inherent activity of
mind, perseverance, and punctuality, enforced by a
thorough knowledge of the character and details of
Masonry, the society in that district can scarcely be
expected to prosper.

" An ignorance of the Landmarks necessarily im-
plies an ignorance of the Triads ; and it is highly
probable that there are many Brethren in the world
who never heard the name. Nor is this to be
wondered at, for it neither occurs in the Ritual, nor
is often mentioned in our Lodges. The entire
gystem, however, is based on the Triad, which -
abounds throughout the whole of its ceremonies,
doctrines, and moral teaching, as we shall presently
see. Now, as Locke assures us, ‘‘ any prominent
rite, doctrinal hypothesis, or historical fact, which,
although it may not be a self-evident principle, can
be fairly substantiated by a wary and unquestionable
deduction, constitutes an undoubted Landmark to
show what lies in the direct way of truth, or what is
quite beside it.”” Thus a Landmark may either
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stand single or isolated, as the Badge, the Key,
&c. ; or be exhibited in pairs, as Labour and Refresh-
ment, opening and cloging the Lodge ; in Triads, as
the Working Tools, the movable and immovable
Jewels, &c. ; in Tetrads, as the Cherubim, the Car-
dinal Virtues, &c. ; or in any greater number, as we
find enunciated in the Winding Staircase and the
Pythagorean Triangle. ,

In attempting to elucidate the tendency and moral
effect of the Triad, it will be necessary to show not
only what are its leading principles, but also to dis-
play its prevailing characteristics. And these are
go profusely scattered amidst the ceremonies, dis-
cipline, and doctrines of Masonry, that it would be
difficult to select any individual member of that tribe
as the mainspring of the machine. Their value, if
weighed in an even balance, may be pronounced
equal, for the absence of any one of them would
cause & gap which nothing but itself would be able
to supply.

Should this statement be considered too general
in its application, I would add that one of the most
scientific references of the Triad amongst Masons is
to the constituent elements of the Pythagorean
Triangle. Now it may be needless to say that
Number is an abstract principle which has ever been
considered an indispensable appendage of the Craft,
both in its Operative and Speculative character,
because it is illustrated in the Ritual by a luminous
explication of the Monad, the Duad, the Triad, and
the Tetrad, or Point, Line, Superfice, and Solid ; in
the latter of which are combined the three principles




FREEMASONRY A TRIAD BOCIETY. 43

of Length, Breadth, and Thickness ; inasmuch as
no Solid can have less than four extreme points of
boundary ; and all abstract ideas of the Triad con-
tained in the Point, Line, Superfice, are analytically
derived from, and synthetically included in, that
of & solid body.

Freemasonry, from the peculiarity of its constrac-
tion, is evidently a Triad Bociety; for it is com-
prehended, and all its parts are rendered perfect, in
a scientific progression through three sucoessive
degrees, the one being moral, the second sciential,
and the third ¢raditional. The whole of the first
degree, whether in its doetrinal or ceremonial divi-
sions, is constructed entirely on Triad principles;
the primitive basis being an exemplification of those
ancient Triads of Deity which, a8 representing
physical or moral objects, were venerated by every
nation upon earth ; and with Mr. Maurice I conceive
them to have had their source from certain mutilated
traditions of the noble doctrine of the Trinity which
was revealed to man in his state of innocence.

In confirmation of this view, we find that in the
most ancient times, the High Priest of the Jews,
when pronouncing the triple blessing,® was in the
habit of enforcing attention to the benediction by
means of a Triad sign with his fingers, sic digstos
composust ut Triada exprimerent. Thus a Masonic
Triad may be described as three symbols firmly knit
together in one, mutually illustrating each other,
and arresting the attention more forcibly by their

! See Numb. vi. 24, 25, 26.
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intimate and undivided connection. The system is
so abundantly prevalent in Freemasonry as to absorb
and swallow up almost every other principle ; and if
it were abolished, the residue would be. nothing but
a senseless skeleton of dry hones.

The oldest Masonic formula we possess conta.ms
a reference to three degrees, three circumambulations,
three signs, three chief words, three tokens, three
movements in each sign, three advancing steps,
three reports, three colours, three chief officers, three
movable and as many immovable Jewels, the triple
honours of Masonry, three pillars, three working
tools, three fixed lights, three good and three bad
men, &ec., &c. ; but no satisfactory reason is assigned
in the Ritual why this peculiarity was originally
admitted into the system. In a formula used about
the middle of the last century, it is applied directly
to the Holy Trinity, and the three Grand Masters
at the building of King Solomon’s Temple ; and in
the modern Lectures a reference is made to a Triad
of interior senses or elements of human intellect,—
the first being percgption, the cause of simple ideas
or impressions received from external objects without
any active exertions of the intellectual powers; the
second judgment, or the faculty of digesting, com-
paring, and reasoning upon the simple ideas; and
the third volition, or the conclusion which results
from the operations of judgment, and concentrates
the whole energy of the mind on a fixed and certain
point.

In order to form some absolute ideas respecting
this peculiarity, we will proceed to examine a few of
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its most prominent features as they are exhibited in
the Rituals of the Order. And first of the Lodge
itself, which has been invested with a Triad of
essential qualities, for its authority rests on the fact
of its being just, perfect, and regular.






PART II.

T HE LODGE.

TRIAD CHARACTERISTIC.
JUST. —PERFECT. —-REGULAR.



“ A Lodge is a place where Freemasons assemble to work,
and to instruct and improve themselves in the mysteries of their
ancient science. In an extended sense it applies to persons
as well as to place; lience every regular assembly or duly
organized meeting of Masons is called a Lodge.” — ANCIENT
CHARGES,

¢ Masonry is wisely instituted for different ranks and degrees
of men ; and every Brother, moordmg to his station and ability,
may be employed in the Lodge, and class with his equal.
Actuated by the best principles, no disquietude is found among
the professors of the art. Each class is happy in its particular
association ; and when all the classes meet in general conven-
tion, one plan regulates the whole ; neither arrogance nor pre-
sumption appear on the one hand, nor diffidence nor inability
on the other; but every Brother vies to excel in promoting
that endearing happiness which constitutes the essence of civil
society.”—PRESTON.
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LECTURE VIII.
ITS CONSECRATION.

“In early times every mountain was esteemed holy. The
people who worshipped there emjoyed a soothing infatuation
which flattered the gloom of superstition. The eminences to
which they retired were lonely and silent, and seemed to be
happily circumstanced for contemplation and prayer. They
who frequented them were raised above the lower world, and
fancied that they were brought into the vicinity of the powers
of the air and of the deity who resided in the higher regions.”
—BRYANT, .

It is a.remarkable fact and worthy of especial
notice, that in all the nations and countries of the
ancient world, whether the religion of the several
peoples were true or false, there existed a universal
belief that mountains and high places were invested
with a character of peculiar sanctity ; and for that
reason were usually selected for devotional purposes
under an impression that in such localities the deity
would be most propitious. Whether, as Lucan
suggests, this belief arose from an idea that, ag the
summit of a mountain made a nearer approach to
heaven than the level plain below, their petitions
would be more likely to be heard and answered,—
or whether they conceived that the mountain was a
chosen seat of demons whom they were desirous of
conciliating, or from any other unexplained cause,

D
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the fact is evidenced by the antediluvian tradition
that * After the death of Adam, Seth, with his
family, separated themselves from the profligate race
of Cain, and chose for their habitation the mountain
where Adam was buried ; the Cainites remaining
below in the plain where Abel was killed; and ac-
cording to the testimony of some ancient historians,
this mountain was so high that the inhabitants could
hear the angels singing the praises of God, and even
join them in that service. Here they lived in great
purity and sanctity of manners till the fortieth year
of Jared, when some of them hearing the music and
riotous mirth of the Cainites, determined to go down
to them from the holy mountain. On their arrival
in the plain, they were captivated by the beauty of
the women, and formed marriages with them. This
evil example was followed by other apostates, until
the defection became so universal that none were left
in the holy mountain but Noah and his wife, his
three sons and their wives.”

After the flood we have an abundance of evidence
to establish the same fact,—in the worship on
Ararat, the Tower of Babel, the Pyramids of Egypt
and Central America, the remains of which are still
in existence ; and we find similar monuments in
every quarter of the globe. As this was a current
belief before the general deluge, it would be known
to Noah and his family and their descendants in the
plains of Shinar, and would travel at the dispersion
to every region of the world ; and being transmitted
from father to son, down to distant ages, would be
considered as of a divine authority. Hence we find
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it universally prevalent, and practised everywhere in
connection with groves of trees ritually consecrated
to the deity. The use of these mountainous groves
is of such unknown antiquity, that it is thought to
be antecedent to either temples or altars. We
know, however,—and that is early enough for our
purpose,—that Abraham built an altar on Mount
Ephraim,! and planted a grove in Beer-sheba,? in
both places offering prayers and supplications, and
calling on the name of Jehovah. The darkness,
silence, and solemnity of a thick grove of trees might
suggest an idea of the Divine Presence consecrating
such localities, and inspiring the soul with a sacred
awe and veneration which it did not experience in
any other place.

The propensity for such a practice might receive
an additional impulse amongst his posterity, from a
tradition, garbled perhaps, but still correct in its
main particulars, of the appearance of the Deity on
Mount Sinai and the delivery of the law, which could
not fail to spread rapidly amongst the surrounding
nations, and confirm the idea of holiness which pre-
viously existed in favour of mountains and hills3
For this reason, Jehovah himself, in order to guard

! Gen. xii. 8. 2 Gen, xxi. 83.

3 The Persians assert that Zoroaster, determining, from a
love of wisdom and virtue, to lead a solitary life upon a certain
mountain, he found it one day all in a flame, shining with
celestial fire, out of the midst of which he came without any
harm ; and afterwards instituted ocertain sacrifices to God, who,
as he declared, had then appeared to him. Several ancient
writers have endeavoured to prove that this was a corrupt
tradition of the vision of Moses at the burning bush.

D2
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the Israelites from being led away by such a false
impression, charged them utterly to destroy all the
places wherein the nations served their gods, whether
on the high mountains, or under the green trees.+
We find, however, that the prophet Samuel offered
his sacrifice on a hill when Saul was anointed king
of Israel s

But it is with a mountain in the land of Moriah
that we are most concerned in the present discussion.
Passing over the Rabbinical figment, that Adam and
Eve were created on this mountain,—that it was the
place where Cain and Abel offered their sacrifices,
and where Noah built his altar; that Isaac and
Rebecca, having lived nineteen years together with-
out having a child, kneeled down and prayed to have
a son on the selfsame spot where Isaac had been laid
upon the altar, and that it was here that Jacob saw
his vision,—I shall adopt a more reasonable hypo-
thesie. The mountain had three lofty summits,
which were respectively called Morial, Sion, and
Acra ;-and in ancient times all three-peaked moun-
tains were invested with the attribute of holiness.
And on the authority of Calmet I subjoin a descrip-
tion of this locality, which had always been esteemed
a sacred place. It afforded a plot of ground for the
resort of worshippers ; and thus obtained repute on
account of its character. It was an oblong square,
prepared and levelled and surrounded by a grove.
'The hill-top being thus resorted to, a few tents were
at first pitched about the foot of the hill to accom-

4 Deut. xii. 2. % 1 Sam. ix, 12,



e et et e e R

ITS OONSECRATION. 58

modate the devotees, who are supposed to have been
numerous on particular occasions. To these suce
ceeded a few permanent houses, and by degrees the
village increased to a town, until at length the
establishment assumed the importance of a city. On
the summit of this mountain Abraham offered up his
son Isaac; which shows its sanctity at a still earlier
period ; for it does not appear that Abraham found
an‘altar already constructed when he sacrificed there,
although it was doubtless a consecrated place. And
it was evidently surrounded by a grove, because the
ram, which was substituted for Izaac, was caught in
a thicket by its horns.

Mount Moriah is identified in Freemasonry with
. the floor of the Lodge, which is also an oblong
square, and not unfrequently called Moriah, in
reference to the three grand offerings that were
celebrated in that particular locality, all of which
were accepted by the Most High. They were there-
fore very properly pressed into the service of Free-
masonry by our ancient Brethren, as the elements of
consecration to sanctify the Masonic floor. We are
consequently bound to take them as they appear in
the rituals promulgated under the sanction of Grand
Lodge. It is true that, in the actual consecration
ceremony, no reference to these offerings is made; the
reasons for this omission I shall not attempt to
explain. I remember, on & certain occasion many
years ago, when the W. M. was repeating the allu-
gion to them in the regular course of lecturing,
a learned clerical Brother, who was not a very
enthusiastic Mason, rose and said, ‘“ How' does it
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happen, W. Sir, that in the consecration of our
Lodges these offerings are never referred to ¢’ The
question was embarrassing, and the W. M. reluctantly
answered, for he had nothing else to say, ‘ Ask the
authorities. They prescribe the forms; we merely
execute them ; and these offerings are said to render
the groundwork of Masonry holy, because they were
all made on the same consecrated spot, and equally
met with the Divine approbation.” It was indeed
the only rational answer that could be given. The
floor of a Lodge is technically termed Moriah—
Moriah was holy ground—and therefore the Lodge
necessarily partakes of its peculiar sanctity.
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LECTURE IX.
THE FIRST GRAND OFFERING.

“8o very exact was the parabolical representation of the
offering of Isaac, that the duration of the action, namely,
three days, was the same as between Christ’s death and
resurrection, both of which were decided to be represented
by it ; and further, that not only the final anti-typical sacrifice
of the Son of God was figured in the commanded one of Isaac,
but the intermediate typioal sacrifice in the Mosaic economy was
represented by the permitted sacrifice offered up instead of
Isaac,”—BIsHOP WARBURTON.

“ Our Lodge stands on holy ground, because the
first Lodge was consecrated on account of three
Grand Offerings thereon made, which received the
Divine approbation. The first was the ready com-
pliance of Abraham with the command of God in
offering up his son Isaac as a burnt-offering, when
it pleased the Almighty to substitute a more agree-
able victim in his stead. The second consisted of
the pious prayers and ejaculations of King David,
which appeased the wrath of God, and stayed a
pestilence which then raged among his people, owing
to his inadvertently having had them numbered.
And the third comprehended the many thanks-
givings, oblations, sacrifices, and offerings which
Solomon, king of Israel, made at the dedication and
consecration of the Temple at Jerusalem to God’s

: »

service. :
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This is all the reference to the Grand Offerings
that our Ritual ever contained. A detailed account
of the transaction which is to form the subject of the
present Lecture may be found in the 22nd chapter
of Genesis, confirmed by sundry passages in the New
Testament. And the connection between the two
covenants is so clearly exhibited in the commentaries
of St. Paul and St. James on the history before us,
that a consideration of the subject cannot fail to be
interesting to every Christian Mason.

The first impression which is naturally produced
in the mind on a perusal of the narrative, is curiosity
to know how the patriarch would act when he
received the astounding command to immolate his
son on the summit of Mount Moriah. We are
anxious to be informed whether he yielded implicit
obedience to the mandate, or whether, under the
influence of doubt, he entertained the question sug-
gested by Orestes to Electra when urged by Apollo
to sacrifice his mother: ¢ Suppose this command
should have proceeded from an evil spirit who hath
asgumed the form of a god to seduce me to the crime
of matricide.”” When she replied, * An evil spirit
on the sacred tripod ! It is not to be thought of.”

Abraham had no such misgivings. And, although
he loved his son with all the affection of a tender
father, he did not hesitate a single moment, but
having taken a three days’ journey from his dwelling~
place to the land of Moriah, he built an altar on the
mountain, laid his passive son thereon, and raised
the knife to slay him, At this point the sacrifice
was completed ; unhesitating obedience had proved
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that his faith in the power and goodness of Jehovah
was unshaken, and he was commanded to stay his
hand and substitute & less precious sacrifice, espe-
cially provided by the Most High.

The explanation of this affecting incident, as I
have just observed, has been given by the apostles
St. Paul and St. James. The former tells us that
Abraham willingly obeyed the order because he had
implicit faith in the promises he had already re-
ceived ; accounting that God was able to raise up
his son even from the dead, from whence he did
actually receive him in a figure. And the latter
asks, “ Was not Abraham our father justified by
works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the
altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works,
and by works was faith made perfect. And the
scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham be-
lieved God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness.” 1

This transaction was intended as a pictorial repre-
sentation of human redemption ; and it is worthy of
remark that the Great Atonement was made on a
branch of the very same mountain where Abraham
offered his son ; and a8 a ram was the substituted
sacrifice for Isaac, so Christ is & corresponding sub-
 stitute for every repentant sinner. Accordingly the
offering of Isaac has ever been received as a dramatic
type of the crucifixion. Abraham ascended to the
summit of Moriah on the third day, and received
his son unexpectedly to life; and Christ rose to life

! Heb. xi, 19. James ii, 21—28,
D5
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on the third day. Isaac carried the wood for the
burnt offering, and Christ bore the Cross on which
he died. Isaac and Christ were both bound, and
both were only sons.

This explanation of Abraham’s offering is of
primary importance to every Christian Mason, who
may reap & further lesson from it as an example of
the operation of faith prompting him to obedience in
the performance of moral and Masonic duties, be-
cause the evidence which verifies and illustrates the
actual appearance of the antitype is so full and clear
that neither reason nor common sense can resist its
force.

That this pregnant example of the faith and
obedience of Abraham, which our ancient Brethren
thought fit to embody in the Ritual of Masonry as
a permanent Landmark, may not be barren of fruit,
we will briefly consider that portion of the history of
the patriarch in which these qualities shone with
the most brilliant lustre. When he was first sum-
moned by Jehovah to expatriate himself and take
up his abode in a strange land, he immediately
obeyed the command without any distrust, although
he knew nothing of his future destination. This
prompt obedience was the incipient proof that
Abraham gave of the sincerity of his faith; and if
he had rested on this only, it would have afforded a
shining example for our imitation. He hesitated
not to quit his country, to forsake his kindred, and
to abandon his possessions, his home, and his native
land, to live amongst strangers of whoge habits he
was ignorant, and whose amicable feelings he might
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well distrust. A most extraordinary display of faith
in the goodness and protection of the Most High.
The soundness of Abraham’s religious principles
was further tested and proved to be gemuine in the
transaction before us. And the difficulty and value
of his obedience may be estimated from a considera-
tion of what his feelings must have been when he
was commanded to subject his son, the child of
promise, to & violent death, inflicted by his own
hand. It will also be remembered that Isaac was at
this period at least twenty-five years of age, a time
of life when he was fully competent to defend him-
self if he had been so disposed ; for his father was
125 years old, and consequently weak and com-
paratively helpless. He had been given to Abraham
in his old age under a solemn pledge that Jehovah
would establish his covenant with him, and with his
seed after him. But how could this promise be
fulfilled if he were sacrificed on Mount Moriah?
How could his descendants become more numerous
than the stars of heaven? Such must have been the
reflections of the agonized father during the three
days’ journey from Beer-sheba to the land of Moriah,
a distance of forty miles.
~ We know, however, in what manner Abraham
acted under this painful trial. He took his son to
the appointed scene of his sacrifice, and while the
altar was building Isaac put to his father the very
natural question, ¢ Where is the lamb for a burnt
offering 7’ If anything further was wanted to com-
plete the aged patriarch’s distress, it would be &
question like this. But Abraham calmly replied,



60 ; THE LODGE.

“ My son, God will provide a lamb for a burn¢
offering.”” The matter was soon explained. Isaac
himself was the victim: he submitted to be bound
without a murmur—was laid upon the altar, and
Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife
to slay him.

From these combined circumstances it is reason-
able to conclude that the faith of Abraham was a
living substance which sternly impelled him to the
performance of duty. He did not make an empty
boast of his faith,-but he proved it by his practice—
by a literal obedience to the command of God. It
becomes us, then, as free and accepted Masons, to
inquire how we are interested in the conduct of
Abraham, as it was exemplified in our first Grand
Offering ? It was evidently introduced into the
¢ Ritual” as a model for our imitation, as well as
an element in the consecration of the floor of our
Lodges. The primitive intention was doubtless to
display the uniformity which the practice of true
religion has preserved throughout the three great
dispensations from the creation to the age in which
we live. Its objects, however, are more clearly
understood at the present day than in the times of
the early patriarchs. They saw, as in & glass darkly,
the great events appertaining to human redemption
which we have seen accomplished. They had faith
in a Great Deliverer, who at some distant fature
period should bruise the serpént’s head, and liberate
mankind from the baleful effects of the primitive
transgression. We believe that the atonement has
been made, and the fact is asserted in the old
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Lectures of Masonry, which moralized on “ the
birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of the
Son of Man.” And this faith is acknowledged in
our Rituals as a motive for the observance of the
Theological and ©ardinal Virtues, and the perform-
ance of all other moral duties which are there
particularized as being essentially necessary to work
out the character of a good and worthy Mason, who
is desirous of passing through this life as a stranger
and a sojourner, like the patriarch Abraham, seeking
for a better country,
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LECTURE X.

THE SECOND GRAND OFFERING.

“The numbering of the people was a thing contrary to the
fundamental promise made by God to Abraham, that his seed
shall increase 80 as to be like the stars for multitude ; which is
given as a reason why the number of the people was not taken
exactly, and seems to imply that there was a general notion
among the Jews, that, since God promised to increase them
beyond number, none ought to go about to take the number of
them, for this might seem to savour of infidelity and mistrust of
God’s promise.”—BISHOP PATRICK.

THE framers of our Ritual were evidently anxious
to impregnate it with the genuine principles of mo-
rality. They had no intention of establishing a new
religion, or of recommending to the Craft a sectarian
mode of worshipping the Most High, but simply to
adapt Freemasonry to that mode of faith which pre-
vailed throughout the whole Christian world at the
time when the Constitutions of Athelstan were origi-
nally promulgated. And their labours have been
singularly effective, although direct quotations from
the New Testament were very sparingly introduced.
The three Grand Offerings display the goodness of
God to his fallen creatures, by the tendency which
they equally possess of demonstrating unmistakable
tokens of his acceptance, when the worship is per-
formed according to the rites which he himself had
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specially presoribed. The first was a type, the second
& judgment, and the third a triumph,—all being
honoured with the Divine presence in the Shekinah
of cherubic-flame consuming the sacrifice.

The second Grand Offering records an act of dis-
obedience committed by our traditional Grand Master,
David, which was punished by a heavy judgment
summarily inflicted. There are some differences of
opinion respecting the actual offence which he had
committed in numbering the people, becanse the
same thing had been done by Moses, not only with
the approbation of God but by his express command.
Some think it was because he did not levy the tax
for the service of the sanctuary, by which every
census was directed to be accompanied. Others
believe it to have arisen from counting the people
by heads, like sheep, contrary to the precept which
ordered them to be counted by means of half shekels.
Some attribute it to David’s numbering them through
pride and vainglory, for the purpose of ascertaining
how many subjects he had under his rule. There
are those who suggest that the half shekel was col-
lected, but that the king put it into his own treasury
instead of handing it over to the priests. Others
again fancy that David took this census from a dis-
trust of the promise which God made to Abraham
when he offered his son on the altar, that his pos-
terity should be innumerable as the stars of heaven,
and therefore in the pride of his heart he was deter-
mined to know the actual number. If such was his
intention he disgracefully failed, after all his trouble
and all his anxiety, a8 we shall soon see.
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I agree with Matthew Henry in thinking that it
was a proud conceit of his own greatness in having
the command of so numerous a people ; as if their
increase had been owing to any conduct of his,
which was to be asoribed purely to the blessing of
God ; and also a proud confidence in his own
strength, By publishing among the nations the
fiumber of his people, he hoped to appear more for-
midable ; and doubted not, if he should have any
war, that he should overpower his enemies with the
multitude of his forces, trusting to an arm of flesh
more than he should have done who had written so
much of trusting in God only.

This was his sin ; committed in a period of weak-
ness, when overpowered by the suggestions of the
evil spirit; for we have sufficient authority for
asserting that it was Satan that tempted David
to number Israel ; * and he unfortunately succeeded,
as he did on a more recent occasion, when he induced
a chosen apostle to betray his Master. The tempta-
tion was so powerful that he resisted the advice of his
councillors and great officers of state to dissuade him
from his purpose. All argument was in vain—he
determined that it should be done, and it was done
~—but not effectually. At the end of nine months
the returns were confessedly imperfect ; and thus his
ambitious views were miserably frustrated, for his
agents numbered only those males who exceeded
twenty years of age. And it farther appears that
during the long period which was occupied in taking

1 1 Chron, xxi. 1,
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the census, he seriously reflected on what he had
done, and became conscious that he had committed
a grievous error. Accordingly, when the population
tables were presented to him, he turned to the
Lord—humbly confessed his sin, and prayed for
pardon ; hoping by that means to escape the punish~
ment which he felt that he had wantonly incurred.
But he soon discovered his mistake: the prophet
Gad was the bearer of the sentence, and David sub-
mitted to the stroke without a murmar. :

It is remarkable that the punishments which were:
submitted to David’s choice consisted of a triad of
triads, viz. : three years famine ; three months’ un-
successful war; or three days’ pestilence.? David
wisely preferred the latter alternative. He thought it
better to fall into the hands God than into those of
man, for he knew that the former possessed the attri-
butes of mercy and loving-kindness, while the latter,
when elated with victory, was cruel and vindictive..
The pestilence was, therefore, sent; and though it
had lasted only nine hours instead of three days,
when its progress was arrested, 70,000 men fell
victims to its fury. An awful attestation of the
Divine hatred of sin. Joab was nine months in
numbering the people, and the Most High half deci-
mated them in as many hours. Jerusalem, however,

2 It is true that the account in 2 Samuel (xxiv, 18) is seven
years’ famine ; but in the book of Chronicles only three years
are mentioned, which is far more likely, because it agrees better.
with the three months’ flight before his enemies, and the three
days’ pestilence ; therefore, not only Grotius, but many others,
read three years as being the true interpretation,
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escaped through the king’s most earnest interces-
sion.

The destroying angel had placed himself on the
summit of Mount Moriah to superintend the inflic-
tion of the pestilence on that devoted city, and had
stretched forth his hand for the pestilence to begin,
a8 Abraham, on the same spot of ground, stretched
forth his hand to slay his son. David and the
elders of Israel, clothed in sackcloth, were, at that
precise moment, prostrate before the Lord on the
same holy mountain in prayer and supplication,
when their eyes were opened and they saw the
celestial visitant standing by the threshing-floor of
Araunah the Jebusite, with the sword of Divine
vengeance in his hand, prepared to strike;—a
flaming sword—the Shekinah. At this moment
Araunah was threshing wheat; and he also saw
the angel, and was afraid. In great consternation
David cried unto God .for mercy, saying—* Lo,
I have sinned and I have done wickedly ; but these
sheep, what have they dome? Let thine hand I
pray thee be against me, and against my father’s
house.”

His prayer was heard, his petition was granted,
and the plague ceased. In the very place where
Abraham, by a countermand from Heaven, was
stayed from slaying his son, this angel, by a like
countermand, was stayed from destroying Jerusalem.
David was commanded to build an altar on the pre-
cise spot where the angel stood, and he accordingly
purchased the site of Araunah, and erected it in the
same situation where Abraham performed the same
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aot of devotion nearly a thousand years before. Here
he offered burnt offerings, which, under the Levitical
dispensation, were equivalent to prayers, that the
plague might cease ; and peace-offerings, or thanks-
givings and humble acknowledgments of the Divine
goodness for its discontinuance ; and Jehovah com-
manded the angel to “put up his sword again into
the sheath thereof ;”’ and the divine Shekinah rested
on the altar and consumed the sacrificc ; which was
the highest token of God’s gracious acceptance. He
bad already, by the same process, comsumed the
sacrifices of Abel, Noah, Abraham, Gideon, and
Elijah ; which was evidently known in the heathen
world ; for it is recorded that in the old temples,
sacrifices were usually consumed by fire from heaven
obtained by prayer.
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LECTURE XI.

THE THIRD GRAND OFFERING.

¢The cloud in which was the glory of the Lord, or the fire,
came into the temple before Solomon prayed, which made hi
say the Lord dwelleth in thick darkness, which he beholding,
prayed to God, who gave such a sensible token of his presence
there. Now, when he had made an end of his prayer, then the
fire that was in the cloud broke forth and consumed the sacrifices
on the altar; and the glory of the Lord filled the house.”—
ABARBINEL.

DEDICATION or consecration is a very ancient and
sacred observance, and may be traced to the text of
the Law which was prescribed on Mount Sinai by
the Deity himself. Such a ceremony is not only
decorous as an unmistakable expression of piety,
devotion, and gratitude to Jehovah, the Giver of all
good and the beneficent Author of our blessings, but
essentially necessary as a public observance proclaim-
ing to the world that the building, of whatever
nature it may be, is thenceforward set apart and
sanctified to certain exclusive purposes, which are
there and then particularly enumerated, and that it
would be desecration and sacrilege to appropriate it
to any other use. It was a solemn devotion of a
temple or altar to the Deity for the exclusive per-
formance of divine worship according to a prescribed
ritual which had received His approbation; and
the dedication was effected by the first use of it
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for the intended purpose. Dedications were always
accompanied by a feast. Even new dwelling-houses
had this ceremony performed within them under the
Mosaic dispensation, as well as every building pur-
chased or transferred to a new proprietor,! who was
allowed a year’s free enjoyment of it before he could
be summoned to do military service. This was &
valuable privilege at & time when the Jews were
surrounded by vindictive enemies, and were in per-
petual danger of being called into the field. The
feast of dedication was considered a very solemn cere-
mony, and the preparations were made with the
greatest vigilance. The animals for sacrifice were
carefully selected, for the slightest blemish would

_have been accounted an abomination, and have
brought down the wrath of God upon their heads by
a rejection of the offering. Such a calamity it was
their chief study to avoid, for it would have marred
their anticipated enjoyment. And the dedication of
a temple was a season devoted to rejoicing, during
which the time was spent in singing, dancing, and
athletic exercises, as well as feasting, because it far-
nished the people with additional means of serving
God, and of securing His protection in their tem-
poral affairs.

We are furnished with many examples of this
custom, both in the sacred and heathen writings,
and it remains a solemn observance to the present
day in the consecration of our churches and Lodges ;
and even a new dwelling-house, as amongst the

! See Deut. xx, 5.
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Jews, is usually inaugurated by a public meeting of
friends, at what is termed, in the colloquial phrase
of the day, ““the house-warming.” These feasts
were often protracted for several days.

It has been considered necessary to go thus much
into detail on the general principles of dedication
and consecration as an appropriate introduction to
our third Grand Offering, which refers to the dedi-
cation of King Solomon’s Temple. This solemn
ceremony took place in the month Ethanim, at the
Feast of Tabernacles, which was anciently esteemed
the first month, but was now the seventh; and
called by this name because the more sacred solem-
nities were usually appointed for this particular
period. It may be further observed that the year
after the Temple was finished was the Jubilee year;
and, therefore, Solomon deferred the dedication till
that universal holiday should arrive. It was the
ninth jubilee, according to Usher, and the com-
mencement of the fourth millenary of the world, or
A.M. 3001. The solemnity was honoured by the
presence of all the princes and chief persons in the
realm ; and the concourse of people was so great from
all the tribes of Israel that they could not be num-
bered for multitude.

The ceremony commenced by immolating sheep
and oxen, to the number of 22,000 oxen and 120,000
sheep, which were sacrificed as materials for the
feast.® On this exceptional occasion the priests

3 It must not be understood that these hetacombs were all
offered on the first day, but during the whole continuance of
the feast, which lasted fourteen days; not, perhaps, without
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were directed to carry the Ark of the Covenant into
the tabernacle of the congregation, although it was
the duty of the Levites to bear it on their shoulders ;
but this was impracticable here, because they were pre-
cluded from entering even into the Holy Place, much
less were they capable of intruding into the Sanctum
Sanctorum, which would have been a defilement of
sufficient magnitude to vitiate all the proceedings,
and elicit the summary vengeance of God. Solomon
was a pious prince, and intimately acquainted with
all religious observances. It is not, therefore, to be
supposed that he would allow any infringement of
the lawful rites mecessary to be used on this great
occasion. The Levites might be permitted to carry
it, as well as the holy vessels, from its present resting-
place in the city of David to the Temple ; but at the
external avenues thereof their mission ended ; and
the priests conveyed it into the Oracle, and placed it
under the wings of the golden cherubims made by
Solomon, which were stretched out from one side of
the Sanctum to the other. But this was before that
Most Holy Place was sanctified by the appearance of
the Divine glory; for after that, the High Priest
alone was permitted to enter, and he only once a
year. When the priests had thus deposited the ark
in its proper position, and had retired from the
sacred locality, 4,000 Levites, aocompanied by the
players on musical instruments, sang the holy anthem
—“Praise Jehovah!" The Lord is good! His

remission, for the expiation festival extended from the third day
to the tenth ; and the- feast of tabernacles, commencing on the
fifteenth, closed on the twenty-second.
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mercy endureth for ever ! ” Then it was that the
divine Shekinah was manifested from the thick dark
cloud which adumbrated the Temple ; the glory of the
Lord appeared as an intense electric light which
dazzled the eyes of the beholders, and finally settled
on the Ark of the Covenant.®

It may not be altogether useless to add that the
Ark of the Covenant was a chest made of Shittim
- wood, or acacia, covered with plates of gold: 2}
cubits in length, 14 cubit wide, and the same in
height. All round the top of it ran a golden crown,
and two cherubims of the same metal were placed
upon the cover, which was called the Mercy Seat,
with their wings stretched towards each other, form-
ing a magnificent throne where Jehovah was consi-
dered to be permanently seated. In an old Masonic
manuscript Ritual in my possession I find the fol-
lowing exposition of the ark and its cover: ¢ What
do the two cherubs over the Mercy Seat point out to
us? Those two cherubs looking one towards the
other indicates their mutual love, concord, and har-
mony. Their looking down on the Mercy Seat, where
the glory of God shone, denotes that angels as well
- as men cannot look on the face of God and live,
unless it is reflected by the mercy of Christ our
Mediator. What do their wings denote? Their
wings being stretched out denote their swiftness in
doing the will of God. Their faces looking down-
wards show their readiness to be employed as minis-

3 In a oertain subsidiary degree of Masonry this ciroum-
stance is celebrated, and the subsequent prooceedings recorded
by quotations from 2 Chron. vii, viii.
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tering spirits to such as should be saved, that they
may be directed into the paths of Christ the Lord of
Glory.”

Thus the sanctuary and altar were consecrated
by fire from heaven—the same divine Shekinah
descending upon them as had already sanctified the
sacrifices of Abraham and David; and thus the
three Grand Offerings were accepted and rendered
perfect by the visible testimony of Jehovah himself.
Throughout two whole weeks the festival was sus-
tained.  The victims bled upon the altars, and the
people rejoiced in their prolonged holiday. "When the
prescribed time expired, Solomon took his leave of the
people ; and they returned thanks for his munificent
kindness, and prayed that God would shower down
blessings upon him and make his reign prosperous.



LECTURE XII.

JUST.

¢ Clear’d was my mental eye ; I saw each grace
And each protecting genius of the place :
Friendship, on wing ethereal flying round,
Stretch’d out her arm, and blest the hallow’d ground ;
Humanity, well pleased, there took her stand,
‘Holding her daughter, Pity, by the hand ;
There, Charity, which soothes the widow’s sigh,
And wipes the dew-drop from the orphan’s eye ;
There stood Benevolence, whose large embrace
Uncircumserib’d took in the human race.” -
MasoN1c PROLOGUE.

THE Triad, Just—Perfect—Regular, is mentioned
in the Ritual as being characteristic of a Lodge of
Masons, and I shall therefore devote this and the
following Lecture to its illustration ; because it will
‘be necessary to have & correct preliminary under-
standing of what a Lodge really is, before we proceed
to examine its interior contents, and institute an
inquiry into its peculiar Triads, Types, and Land-
marks. In its most elementary form a Lodge may
be described as a space enclosed between four walls,
whether in a tavern or any more private locality, for
the use of any exclusive society of men who assemble
together for mutual instruction and other purposes at
stated seasons of the year. But such a definition
will by no means satisfy the conditions which the
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fraternity are willing to accept a8 a true picture of a
Lodge of Masons. The subject must be fathomed
more deeply before its genuine meaning can be dis-
covered ; for, though the surface be sifted ever so
minutely, it will afford little light to direct our
inquiry. The above delineation may, in a certain
sense, be true, but it is too restricted and common-
place to be received as the legitimate interpretation,
and we must look beyond a physical medium if we
would find the esoteric meaning which ought to be
placed on the phrase—a Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons.

The true idea of a Lodge, then, may be conveyed
by the definition of an assembly of true and faithful
Brothers, who have congregated and united them-
selves together in the bond of friendship and
brotherly love for the several purposes of improving
their moral character, employing themselves in the
advancement of scientific knowledge, and promoting
the development of benevolence for the relief of
widows, orphans, and worthy decayed members of a
common order ; being bound and knit together in an
indissoluble chain of sincere affection, and acting
under the auspices of a General Grand Lodge, which
is invested with authority as a representative
assembly, to exhort, rebuke, and punish refractory
members and others whose conduct is alien to the
general designs of Masonry.

All communities of men who have associated
themselves for mutual protection and mutual benefit,
must necesgarily be subject to some code of laws for
the furtherance of their common interests, and te

E 2
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regulate the conduct of the several atoms of which
they are composed. If reasons were as plentiful as
blackberries it would be unnecessary to produce a
single one in support of this proposition ; because it
is self-evident, and constitutes an integral part of
our nature as exemplified in the original laws adopted
at the formation of society, when man was little less
savage than the beasts amongst which he lived.
These ordinances were .sufficiently comprehensive in
their structure not only to enjoin the observance of
regularity, obedience, and decorum on the members,
but also to prohibit certain specified misdemeanours
under the apprehension of a prescribed penalty.- '
The sanction of rewards and punishments, which
are denominated by Swift the two great hinges on
which every existing government, whether public or
private, turns, is an indispensable ingredient in all
laws which are intended for the regulation of human
conduct, that the passions of hope and fear may
alike contribute to maintain the balance of order,
and preserve the normal state of the municipality in
a sound and healthy condition. The power of
making and altering laws is necessarily vested in the
supreme body, under whatever name it may be dis-
tinguished. ~Amongst Freemasons it is called a
Grand Lodge. And if we revert to its ancient con-
stitutions we shall find a singular proviso which has
been retained in every revision and alteration which
they have undergone in all ages, not merely by the
authority of our own Grand Lodge, but by all others
that ever existed in the world. At the revival of
English Masonry in the second decade of the
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eighteenth century, this proviso was carefully recorded
n the statate-book. And while admitting, in com-
mon with the York Constitutions, that ¢ every annual
Grand Lodge has an inherent power and aathority to
make new regulations from time to time for the
benefit of this ancient fratermity,” the restriction
was added, “provided always that the old Land-
marks be carefully preserved.”

A few years later the Grand Lodge passed a
unanimous resolution to the effect ‘“that it is not
in the power of any man or body of men to make
any alteration or innovation in the laws of Masonry,
without the consent first obtained of the Grand
Lodge.” And it was further vesolved by the
eame authority, that ““any Grand Lodge duly met
has a power te amend or explain the printed re-
gulations in the Book of Constitutions, so long as
they break not in upon the ancient rules of the
fraternity;”’ ewidently referring to the laws ordained
and agreed on by the primitive Grand Lodge at
York, the most important of which had been
handed down to them from generation to genera-
tion,

A Lodge is pronounced JusT because it is based
on the Holy Bible, which is always in open Lodge
unfolded and placed on the pedestal in the East,
displaying seme particular passage connected with
the degree in operation. This sacred volame is
received implicitly by every good and worthy
Brother as a rule of faith and an unerring guide
for the regulation of his conduct. It teaches him
o believe in the beneficent dispensations of a
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holy and omnipresent God, and being openly dis.
played constitutes 88 clear an indication of the
Divine Presence in the Lodge as the Shekinah
in the Tabernacle of Moses, which was indeed its
striking and legitimate type. From this considera-
tion it is the duty of every Brother, while standing
on the consecrated floor, to keep & guard on his
lips and a bridle on his tongue, that no offence
against religion or morality may be committed while
thus placed under the observance of the All-seeing
Eye; to do justly, tolove mercy, and to walk humbly
with his God.

Under the influence of such a standard, a Lodge
ought necessarily to be just; and yet its occasional
failures in this fundamental principle are patent to
the whole Craft. It would be well to ascertain from
what cause this deficiency arises ; and the process of
arriving at the truth would not be difficult to under-
stand. No Master of a Lodge, one would hope,
could deliberately make up his mind to set an ex-
ample of insubordination by sanctioning irregularities
and violating the laws of Masonry. When men do
actually commit themselves, they generally have some
latent reason for it which does not appear on the
surface ; for few Masons are so regardless of their
own reputation as to become amateurs in the practice
of dissimulation and law-breaking. Nor would an
improper course of action be persisted in from the
simple effects of indiscretion ; for although it might
produce an involuntary offence, yet it would be
utterly incompetent to improvise a regular series of
studied insubordination, or even a repetition of dis-
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orderly conduct by a new infraction of the by-laws,
after time had been given for mature consideration.

Such conduct could scarcely arise out of a care-
less spirit, which exhibits a marked indifference
respecting right and wrong, and commits either the
one or the other, heedless of the consequences;
because no one whose antecedents were of this
character would have been admitted into the Lodge
a8 a member. At least his admission would have
been a fatal error, for such a Brother would assuredly
cast aside the scales of justice; and whenever a
difference of opinion should arise amongst the
Brethren on any subject, however trifling, he would
become an active partisan on one side or the other,
and produce confusion and dispute, terminating
probably in a breach of Masonic law. Unfortunately,
aberrations are seldom spoken of by the outer world
in any grave or sympathetic tone. The uninitiated
hear something about them—not much perhaps—
and merely shrug their shoulders and exclaim,
““ What better could be expected!” Others enjoy
the joke wonderfully, and shout, * So, these loving
Brothers have been quarrelling again !” But it is
worthy of note that the same thing may be said of
the House of Commons, the municipal corporations,
vestry meetings, or any other mixed assemblies of
men. But in all these places the doors are open
and the public charitable. It is only with tiled
doors that calumny has its fall swing, and it seldom
fails to make the most of it.

I can conceive no case where the unerring rules
of justice are violated and the Constitutions im-
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pugned by the W.M. of a Lodge, except the error
proceed from a total ignorance of the Jurisprudence
of the Order; for this want of qualification can
scarcely fail to produce the most serious consequences,
which it would be to the interest of every W.M. to
avoid by a deliberate study of the Laws, Ceremonies,
and Landmarks, before he offers himself as a can-
didate for the Chair; otherwise he may be led by
false reasoning or foregone conclusions into great
absurdities, and an untenable course of action, whlch
may place his warrant in jeopardy.
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LECTURE XIII.
PERFECT AND REGULAR.

¢ As men call the house of God a church, and whea religious
services are performed in it say it is church hours, so, also,
we call the locality in which a Lodge assembles a Lodge;
and when the Brethren are assembled in it, it is Lodge hours.
The form of a Lodge is an oblong square. Three well-informed
Brethren form a legal Lodge ; five improve it ; and seven make
it perfect.”—GADICKE.

¢ Posterity, to record the wise doctrines and religious
principles of the first professors of the true worship, bave
adopted these descriptions of the Lodge in which they
assemble (perfection and regularity) ; and maintain those re-
ligious tenets which nature dictates,—gratitude to Him under
whom we exist, and working in the acceptable service of Him
who rejoiceth in the upright man,”—HUTCHINEON.

“May the Brethren of our glorious Craft be ever distin-
guished in the world by their regular lives rather than by
their gloves and aprons,”—SEOTIONAL CHARGE,

To constitute a perfect Lodge, and make it com-
petent to initiate a candidate into Masonry, it is
requisite, besides the conditions already noticed, that
seven Brethren at the least should be present (I am
speaking of the First Degree, because five will suffice
for the second, and three for the third), at the head
of which stands a Triad of chief rulers ; although it
is not necessary that they should all have passed the
pons asinorum of the Third Degree, for it will
answer every necessary purpose if the governing

E3
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officers be Master Masons, because the perfect num-
ber may be completed by the addition of two Fellow
Crafts, and the same number of Entered Appren-
tices.

It is true, perfection can only be comparative.
But when certain inalienable conditions are ap-
pended to any social institution, and they are
strictly observed, and all the requisites of its nature
and kind are supplied, that establishment may
justly claim the appellation of Perfect. Our Lodges
are therefore perfect when opened in the presence
and by the assistance of the Brethren just mentioned
as the minimum number. The maximum is unre-
stricted. But, although the attribute of perfection
is thus juridically attached to number, it embraces
also the two other qualities already referred to,
enforced by order, decency, and decorum, in the
conduct of the Lodge.

A Lodge may thus be perfect in number, although
the condition may not be borne out in the adminis-
tration of its ceremonies and the purity of its dis-
cipline. And it will appear anomalous, though true,
that a perfect Lodge may suffer the loss of its war-
rant in consequence of acts which are illegal or .
insubordinate, arising out of a systematic deviation
from candour and open dealing.

From this admission it will probably be concluded
by the outer world that a Perfect Lodge is nothing
more than a myth, or an ideal figure of speech,
which fails to establish the fact, or to substantiate
its claims to a general belief. But this conjeeture
would be an untenable fallacy ; for perfection, ac-
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cording to theologians and moralists, embraces a
Triad of propositions; viz., metaphysical —moral—
natural. The first of these specifications is a trans-
cendental perfection, which no created being can
attain, because the slightest defect would vitiate and
nullify the proposition. Its prestige would be lost—
the magic influence vanish. None can be essentially
perfect but the Most High. It follows, therefore,
that our Lodges are not invested with a metaphysical
perfection.

Moral perfection is & human attribute, and refers
to a well-regulated and holy life, spent in acts of
piety, benevolence, and the uniform practice of the
theological and cardinal virtues, as symbolized by
the Perfect Ashlar. This may be applied to a
person who possesses true religion, and practises
strict morality, of whom our traditional Grand
Master David predicated, * Mark the perfect man
and behold the upright, for the end of that man is
peace ;” but it will incorrectly describe the perfection
of a Mason’s Lodge. To accomplish this, we must
have recourse to the third definition, which embraces
a nataral or physical perfection, and represents any-
thing that is in possession of all the faculties and
powers which it ought, according to its particular
nature and constitution, to possess, and is thereby
enabled to perform all its legitimate operations.
Thus in grammar we acknowledge a perfect tense ;
in music, a perfect chord; in geometry, a perfect
figure; in logic, a perfect syllogism, &e. It isin
this secondary or physical point of view that we
contend for the perfection of a Mason’s Lodge.



84 THE LODGE.

A Lodge is pronounced regular when meeting
under the sanction of a warrant recognized by the
authorities of the state or nation where it is held ;
in the absence of which the meetings would be illegal,
the members liable to pains and penalties, and all its .
proceedings a sham and a delusion. Even initiations
would be worthless, and all Brethren concerned
therein would commit a grave offence against the
laws of Masonry, and incur the penalty of suspension
