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(The American’s Creed
“I believe in the United States of

America as a government of the

people, by the people, for the people,

whose just powers are derived from
the consent of the govemed; a de-

mocracy in a republic; a sovereign

nation of many sovereign states. a per-

fect Union one and inseparable, estab-

lished upon those principles of free-

dom, equality, justice and humanity
for which American patriots sacrificed

their lives and fortunes. I therefore
believe it is my duty to my country
to love it, to support its Constitution,
to obey its laws, to respect its flag,

and to defend it against all enemies.”
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It has been the custom for the Masons
.of the cities from which the Grand Mas-
ters have been elected to sometime dur-
ing their term of service tender them a
reception. In accordance with this cus-
tom, Benevolence Lodge No. 145, on
‘October 24th, prepared a reception for
‘Grand Master Westfall, which recep-
tion occupied both afternoon and eve-
ning of that day. The Chamber of
-‘Commerce room was used for the after-
noon reception. A large number of Ma-
sons from the city and surrounding
towns were present to extend fellicita-
tions to the Grand Master upon his
election as the presiding officer of the
Grand Lodge of Masons in Iowa.

At 6:30 a fine banquet was tendered
the visiting Masons and guests by the
local members. This took place in the
magnificent room known as Central
Hall, in which a large number of tables
had been arranged the full length of the
hall, each table seating forty. The guests
of honor were given places of honor on

a raised platform in the west end of

the hall. Back of them was a decorative
piece representing the Square and Com-
pass, radiating a flood of electric light
from bulbs tinted with Masonic colors.
All portions of the state were repre-
sented at this evening meeting. After
partaking of the generous pieces of
spring fries which had been very taste-
fully prepared by the ladies of the East-
ern Star, the Brethren passed Havannas,
after which Worshipful Master Patten,
in a very neat little speech, introduced
the Toastmaster of the evening, Brother
C. H. McNider, who in his usual wit and
eloquence presented the different speak-
ers.

Past Grand Master Schoonover was
called upon first, giving a fine demon-
stration of curing the grouch, which
kept the Brethren in good humor for
sometime. After guying the Grand Mas-
ter for sometime, he told the boys what
the Masons of Iowa thought of him,
in such a way that a less modest man
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than Brother Westfall would have
grown chesty.

Prof. Bohumil Shimek of Iowa City,
the Grand Patron of the Grand Chapter
of the Eastern Star, followed with a de-
lightful address on service. He first
gave some very sparkling wit at the ex-
pense of the Anamosa product and then
proceeded to give us one of the finest
addresses that we have ever listened to
in a Masonic gathering, on the subject,

“True Masonic Service.”

The Toastmaster paid a glowing
eulogy to the Grand Master of his own
city, and after speaking of his many
virtues as a Man and Mason, the en-
tire gathering arose to their feet and sa-
luted the new Grand Master. Brother
Westfall, in his usual easy and pleasing
way, expressed his grateful thanks for
the treatment that had been accorded
him and the honor that had been con-
ferred upon him by the Masons of the
state. Dr. Dibble of the Congregational
Church pronounced the invocation and
benediction.

The Masonic Quartette of Mason City,
known throughout the Northwestern
part of the state, added to the pleasure
of the evening by some of their hilarity
songs and their quips at the speaker,
as well as the distinguished guests,
among whom was Lieut. Gov. Moore.
These songs were very much enjoyed
by the audience and thus closed one of
the most delightful receptions it has been
our privilege to attend for many years.

* %k x X

Grand Commandery Schools

The board of instruction of the Grand
Commandery of lowa arranged the fol-
lowing fourteen schools of instruction
for the purpose of instructing and ac-
quainting the officers of the Command-
erics of the State with the adopted Iowa
tactics and drill, with the view of in-
creasing efficiency and uniformity in
the work.
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The result of the schools was very
gratifying, taking into consideration that
this was the initial effort. Eighty-five
per-cent of all the Commanderies were
represented in these group meetings.
There was a total attendance at the four-
teen meetings of 787, an average of
56.2.

The officers of the Commanderies
participating in the work were very en-
thusiastic, and felt greatly benefited by
the thorough and efficient instruction
of the different commission instructors
at each school. The work of the after-
noon was devoted to intensive drill on
the tactics. The evening was devoted
to conferring the Order of the Temple
in full form, and it is noteworthy that
at each of the fourteen schools there
was an active candidate for the orders.
Aside from the profitable instruction re-
ceived, the fratenal friendship and fel-
lowship was an enjoyable feature, and
no doubt the increased interest in Temp-
lar Masonry work, in part, is to be at-
tributed to the stimulating influence of
these group meetings.

The Grand Commander personally at-
tended each of these meetings to lend
his help and influence in any way he
could.

Schedule of Schools of Instruction

At Carroll, Monday, Sept. 22d.
structor, H. B. Lewis.

At Cherokee, Tuesday, Sept. 23d. In-
structor, A. H. Avery.

At Spencer, Wednesday, Oct. 29th.
Instructor, A. H. Avery.

At Charles City, Thursday, Oct. 30th.
Instructor, J. L. Lundblad.

At Towa Falls, Friday, Sept. 26th.
Instructor, J. L. Lundblad.

At Davenport, Monday, Sept. 29th.
Instructor, S. B. Wisecarver.

At Burlington, Tuesday, Sept. 30th.
Instructor, E. W. F. Holler.

At Ottumwa, Wednesday, Oct. 1st.
Instructor, H. B. Lewis.

In-
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At Osceola, Thursday, Oct. 2d.
structor, E. S. Daggett.

At Red Oak, Friday, Oct. 3d. In-
structor, H. E. Latcham.

At Waterloo, Monday, Oct. 13.
structor, E. M. Williams.

At Cedar Rapids, Tuesday, Oct. 14th.
Instructor, J. F. Hanson.

At Dubuque, Wednesday, Oct. 15th.
Instructor, J. F. Hanson.

At Des Moines, Friday, Oct. 17th.
Instructor, S. B. Wisecarver.

x ¥ & X

Resignation of Brother Rothert

Past Grand Master Henry W. Rothert,
in the early summer, resigned from the
Superintendency of the Iowa School for
the Deaf. We overlooked making men-
tion of this in our October issue.

For a period of thirty-two years our
good Brother has been Superintendent
of this school and leaves a record that
any man and Mason might be proud of.
He has built up the school from a very
small beginning until it has become one
of the best of its kind in the western
country. Few states have provided for
the education of their deaf children as
has Iowa, under the splendid supervis-
ion of Brother Rothert. Thousands of
men and women can testify to the good
influence exerted upon their life by our
Brother.

He had just completed his term as
Lieutenant Governor of the state when
it became necessary to select some man
to take charge of the School for the
Deaf and Brother Rothert’s ability and
capacity for that position attracted the

In-

In-

attention of the legislature and the work

was thrust upon him. From then to the
time of his leaving the School, he has
devoted all of his time and energy to
the education of the boys and girls who
came under his supervision. He has
been faithful to the trust reposed in
him and has given the best in himself
to the service of the state and to the
children in the School. In retiring, he
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carries with him the good wishes of
thousands of citizens interested in the
work he has had in charge. Splendid
resolutions were adopted by the Teach-
ers’ Association and by the Iowa Par-
ent’s Association.  All testify to the
splendid work our good brother has
done in the position referred to.

x %X x %

Grand Lodge, 1920

The 1920 meeting of the Grand Lodge
of Iowa will be held in June in Fort
Dodge, which is located on the Des
Moines river, right in the heart of the
agricultural district of the state. Sev-
eral lines of railroad run into the city,
which makes it of easy access.

It has a fine Y. M. C. A. Building,
costing over $60,000; a splendid public
library; fine hospital and many fine
school buildings. It is also quite a fac-
tory city.

Many of our visitors will be very
much interested in driving over this city
and around it as there are many beauti-
ful drives in all parts of this portion
of the state.

The Fort Dodge Commercial Club is
one of the wide awake bodies of the
state, occupying one of the floors of the
new Annex of the Wahkonsa Hotel,
where the Association has large com-
munity rooms, dining room for noon
day lunches, etc. Many of the leading
members of the Fraternity are promin-
ent members of this wide awake com-
mercial institution.

Ashlar Lodge No. 111 has a very fine
Masonic temple and this Body has a fine
orchestra, as also a fine quartette, and
the members of the Grand Lodge will be
treated to some splendid music during
the coming session.

More extended notices regarding the
city and its remarkable features will be
given in the April number of the Bulle-
tin, which will be issued just before the
meeting of the Grand Lodge, and will
give all information regarding same.
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The Gold Supply for King Solo-
mon’s Temple. Whence
Came it

This question has been a subject of
speculation among biblical scholars and
historians as well as among the Masonic
Fraternity for many years. In IIL
Chron. 3:6, we are told that the gold
was gold of Parvaim. Now Parvaim is
derived from the Sanscrit Parva, mean-
ing Eastern, and is a general term for
the East. Therefore the only knowledge
which this passage supplies is that the
gold came from the East. Note the fol-
lowing quotations: I. Kings 10:22: “For
the king had at sea a navy of Tharshish
bringing gold and silver,” etc. II. Chron.
9:21: “For the king’s ships went to
Tarshish with the servants of Huram;
every three years once came ships of
Tarshish bringing gold.” 1. Kings 22:48:
“Jehoshophat made ships at Tharshish
to go to Ophir for gold, but they went
not, for the ships were broken at
Eziongeber.” Tarshish or Tharshish was
a Phenician colony in the south of Spain
which supplied Tyre with silver, iron,
lead and tin. The gold was not brought
from Tarshish, however, since it was
brought from the East and Tarshish was
in the West. Then, too, the trip to
Tarshish would not take three years.
For the trip from Tyre to Tarshish,
large and especially seaworthy ships
would be needed and it has been gener-
ally held that the expression “ships of
Tarshish” meant a very large ship cap-
able of long voyages just as in later
times the term “East Indiamen” was ap-
plied to a certain type of vessels,
whether they made the voyage to India
or not. This interpretation is strength-
ened by the fact that these ships sailed
from the shore of the Red Sea, which
would not be the case if they had been
sailing to Spain.

II. Chron, 8:18: “And Huram sent
him by the hands of his servants, ships
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and servants that had knowledge of the
sea, and they went with the servants of
Solomon to Ophir and took thence four
hundred and fifty talents of gold and
brought them to Solomon.” [. Kings
9:26-28: “And King Solomon made a
navy of ships at Eziongeber which is be-
side Eloth on the shore of the Red Sea
in the land of Edom, and Hiram sent in
the navy his servants with the servants
of Solomon, and they came to Ophir and
fetched from thence gold, four hundred
and twenty talents and brought it to
King Solomon.” I. Kings 10:11: “And
the navy also of Hiram that brought
gold from Ophir.” From these passages
we learn that the gold came from the
land of Ophir but no one knows where
that land was. We only know that the
starting point for the voyage to Ophir
was at Eziongeber on the shore of the
Red Sea; that for the voyage the espe-
cially sea-worthy ships of Tarshish were
needed; that the navigators had to be
well skilled in their knowledge of the
sea; that it took three years to make
the trip and that it was in the East.
Many and varied have been the theories
as to its location. It has been the inspi-
ration of the novelist and the dispair of
the historian. Readers of fiction will
recall “King Solomon’s Mines” by H.
Rider Haggard, and “The Voyage of
Ithobal,” by Sir Edwin Arnold. The
leading theorists have placed it in
Arabia, India or Africa, and some have
located it in America. Within approxi-
mately recent times a new advocate of
the latter theory has arisen. Mr. Thomas
C. Johnston, of California, who has
written on this subject a 300 page book
entitled, “Did the Phoenicians Discover
America.” Mr. Johnston began this in-
vestigation in an attempt to learn who
were the discoverers of America. He
was struck with the similarity of the
general characters of the Aztecs and
Toltecs with the ancient Phoenicians. He
found a tradition among the Aztecs and
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Toltecs to the effect that about three
thousand years ago a god called “Botan”
with seven big ships arrived on the Pa-
cific coast. This corresponds with the
time that Solomon and Hiram were
making their three year voyages to the
land of Ophir. Could it be that the
two were identical? A study of the
ships used by the Phoenicians convinced
him that they were capable of making
the long voyage across the Pacific.
Josephus sailed in a ship which had a
passenger list of 600 and he mentions
other large ships of that time. He also
shows that their sea captains were able
to sail by compass and sun; that they
were accustomed to make long voyages.
He traces the route taken, by evidences
left in the islands of the Pacific which
they made their way stations. He goes
into this in detail giving instances and
quoting authorities. He builds up a
strong presumptive case although it is
by no means conclusive. His book,
however, throws an interesting side-
light on this perplexing question.

*x x X &

Tribute to Henry Wallace

There was lately received at the li-
brary a little volume entitled, “Tributes
to Henry Wallace,” being an incomplete
collection of tributes to his life and work
which appeared in the press and which
came in personal letters, following his
death February 22, 1916. This volume is
a tribute to one of the best men Iowa
ever had and to one who did a great
deal of good during his life for the
future of our state and who helped to
lift the standard of the farmer to a
higher plane of living. He made his
nmark in Jowa and left a record which
any family might be proud of.

This volume will show how he lived,
what he lived for, how he died and how
the influence of such a life will live long
after the body has been consigned to the
tomb.
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Compass or Compasses

Considerable discussion has been
aroused as to whether this word should
be used in the singular or the plural
Inasmuch as in Iowa we use the word
in the singular, we think that our breth-
ren will be interested in the following
splendid article from the pen of John
W. Brown which appeared in the Ma-
sonic Constellation in November, 1908:

“Freemasonry widely distinguishes it-
self from all other societies by giving
to the implements of Operative Freema-
sonry a special symbolical meaning. The
most important of these implements are
the square, the compass, the stone ham-
mer or gavel, and the foot rule. The
twenty-four inch gauge and the gavel
are bestowed upon the Entered Appren-
tice, the square, level and plumb upon
the Fellow Craft, and the trowel upon
the Master Mason. The square and
compass are signalized—made eminent—
as symbolic great lights. The Master
Mason moralizes and spiritualizes all
the Masonic implements; also the
Temple of Solomon, named “The House
of the Lord.” Correctly each of the Ma-
sonic implements is characterized as one,
and therefore singular in number. Some
writers pluralize the compass. One lex-
icographer defines “compass” as an in-
strument for describing circles, figures,
etc., and classes it as “a noun plural.”
The square has one angle, and two sides
or legs equal in length, yet is never
pluralized. The Bible does not plu-
ralize it. A< a noun and as a verb it
uses the word compass in the singular
form only.

In Isaiah xliv, 13, the Lord says of
a workman on graven images: “The
carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he
marketh it out with a line; he fitteth
it with planes, and he marketh it out
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with the compass, and maketh it after
the figure of a man; that it may re-
main in the house.”

The words, “Fetch a compass,” ap-
pear in II. Samuel v, 23. The phrase,
“Fetched a compass,” is found in II.
Kings iii, 9, and in Acts xxviii, 13. The
command, “Compass the city” is given
in Joshua v, 3, 4, 7; and in verses 11
and 15 the words are changed to “Com-
passed the city.” The word “compassed”
appears in II. Samuel xxii, 5, 6; in
Psalm xviii, 4, 5; in Psalm cxvi, 3; in
Luke xxi, 20, and in Hebrews v, 2. How
would ‘“compassesed” sound if used
there? The word “compass” is used in
Job xvi, 13; in Psalm v, 12; in Psalm
xxxii, 7, 10; in Isaiah 1, 11; in Jeremiah
xxxi, 22, and in Matthew xxxiii, 15, by
the Master in his denunciation of the
Scribes and Pharisees. The square is
not named in the Bible.

John Davies, in his religious work
entitled Semma Totalis, or All in All
and the Same Forever, printed in 1607,
while attempting to describe mystically
the form of the Deity, says:

“Yet I this forme of formeless Deity,
Drew by the squire and compasse of
our creed.”

Brother J. D. Buck, M. D, in his

- scholarly work, entitled Mystic Ma-

sonry and the Greater Mysteries of
Antiquity, says:

“Perhaps the most familiar symbol
of a Mason is the Square and Compass,
found in every Lodge, and worn as a
badge of fraternal recognition. * * *
The Compass with movable angle set in
the Lodge at an angle of 60 degrees, ap-
plies to the circle and the sphere; to
movements and revolutions. In a gen-
eral sense the Square is a symbol of
matter and the earth; the Compass of
Spirit and the Heavens.”

Albert Pike, referring a Sublime
Prince of the Royal Secret to the An-
cient Craft degrees, said:

“You see upon the altar of those
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degrees the Square and the Compass,
and you remember how they lay upon
the altar in each degree.”

In further addressing the brother he
four times named the Square and the
Compass, and then, in imparting the
most significant definition of what Free-
masonry is, said:

“It is symbolized and taught, to the
Apprentice as well as to you, by the
Compass and the Square, upon which,
as well as upon the Book of Religion
and the Book of the Law of Scottish
Freemasonry, you have taken so many
obligations. As a Knight you have been
taught it by the swords, the symbols
of Honor and Duty, on which you have
taken your vows; it was taught you by
the Balance, the symbol of all Equilib-
rium; and by the Cross, the symbol of
devotedness and self-sacrifice; but all
that these teach and contain is taught
and contained, for Entered Apprentice,
Knight and Prince alike, by the Com-
pass and the Square.

“For the Apprentice, the points of the
Compass are beneath the Square. For
the Fellow Craft, one is above and one
beneath. For the Master, both are dom-
inant, and have rule, control and em-
pire over the symbol of the earthly and
material.

“Freemasonry is the subjugation of
the human that is in man by the Divine;
the conquest of the Appetites and Pas-
sions by the Moral sense and the Rea-
son; a continual effort, struggle and
warfare of the Spiritual against the Ma-
terial and Sensual.”

The word “Compassion,” used in the
prayer in the Master Mason’s degree,
is biliteral. It is composed of the word
“compass” and the word “ion” and, in
the petition, “Yet, O Lord! have com-
passion on the children of thy creation,”
has all the significance of the words that
constitute it, and “ion,” in brief means
“electro-chemical.” The petition is good
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and essential, for all persons, from the
beginning of their youth to the time of
their going to their long home, need
divine compassion and electro-chemical-
izing.

The indisputable authorities above
cited prove that the phrase, “Square
and Compass,” is correct, and strictly
Masonic.

*x ok k%

The following from the Newton Daily
News refers to Brother Charles R. Clark
who was Initiated March 16, Passed
April 20 and Raised May 8, 1867 in
Lafayette Lodge No. 52, A. F. & A. M,,
of Montezuma, and has been a mem-
ber in good standing in that lodge
ever since. He was Junior Warden in
1874, Senior Warden in 1875 and 1876,
and Worshipful Master in 1877 and 1878.
He also served the lodge several years
as trustee:

“Down in Montezuma there is a man
by the name of Charles R. Clark, who
has been superintendent of the Metho-
dist Sunday school for fifty years. We

have never seen a life history of this

man but we would like to read it and
would enjoy learning some of the facts
of his everyday work. Fifey years of
ennobling service at the head of any
Sunday school should be sufficient to
round up a grand type of citizenship.
His pleasure may be somewhat different
from those enjoyed by many but we
dare say no one in his home town en-
joys the thoroughgoing satisfaction of
living as does Mr. Clark. Fifty years
at the head of one Sunday school sug-
gests a worth while life and we doubt
if the record can be duplicated in the
state of Iowa.”

®x % x X%

On December 9, 1919, Brother
Howard Bartholomew received his First
Degree in Eagle Lodge. The four
principal officers were his own brothers
and all members of Eagle Lodge.
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Brother Dr. Joseph Fort Newton’s
Farewell Message

On the morning of his sailing from
these shores, The Freemason of London,
was privileged to receive the following
message from our esteemed Brother, the
Rev. Dr. Fort Newton, Past Grand
Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Iowa:
To the Editor of the Freemason.

Dear Brother, — Before leaving this
Blessed Island, I beg to be allowed to
express—so far as words can express
it—through your pages, my profound
gratitude to my Brethren of the Craft
in England, in Scotland, and in Wales,
for their brotherly courtesy to me dur-
ing my ministry in the City Temple. In
ways too many to name or number—
save in a rosary of gratitude which I
keep in my heart—they have shown me
every kindness that fraternal love could
invent. They have added a whole di-
mension to my life in London, and my
obligation to them is so great that I
have no hope of ever being able to repay
it.

Unfortunately, my exacting labours at
the City Temple, and the exhausting
demands upon my time elsewhere, have
prevented me from rendering the service
to our gentle Craft with my pen, which
it was my hope and wish to do. But
the fellowship of my Brethren of Britain
has been like an alabaster box of prec-
ious ointment, the fragrance of which
shall bless and sweeten all the days to
come; and I have no doubt that the
memory of it will bring me back again
and again to these shores.

More than once I have gone all over
England, and often into Scotland and
Wales, as an ambassador of good-will,
seeking to interpret the best thought
and spirit of my people to their kins-
men; and everywhere I have been ac-
corded the most cordial reception. My
ministry has been a triumph from the
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beginning, and I leave it only at the
demand of obligations so fundamental
that they can neither be evaded nor
postponed—taking with me only the
loveliest thought of Britain and of its
people.

Perhaps, on the other side of the sea,
because I now know the spirit and point
of view of both peoples, I may be able
to render an even greater service to the
cause of Anglo-American friendship,
upon which the safety and progress of
the world depends. So mote it be.

J. FORT NEWTON.

The City Temple, London, E. C,,
14th November, 1919.

The prayer of all British Brethren for
a safe voyage will ascend, together with
the expressions of hope for an early re-
union.”

—From The Freemason, November 22,
1919.

* %x *x X

Rev. Joseph Fort Newton, who has
been Pastor of the City Temple Church
in London the past few years, has ac-
cepted a call to the Pastorate of the
Church of Divine Fraternity (Univer-
salist) in New York City. His many
friends over America will be glad to
hear of his return to this country—it
will be good news for all of us. He
will find a welcome awaiting him here
as genuine as it is generous and we shall
hope to see him back in his old home
town sometime during the coming year.

* % %k %

We are beginning to receive at the
office communications from the various
Grand Commanderies in regard to
Christmas Observances and annual toasts
and responses presented in connection
with the same. Many of these are of
special interest at this season of the
year.
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A Means

Masonary is a means, not an end; and
the reception of a degree, whether it be
the first or the last of a Rite, does not
in itself make the recipient any better
than he was before. It simply is the
medium for broadening his knowledge
of his duties, and the application of
those duties in his daily walk and con-
duct.

To put it in another way, the degrees
in Masonry are but working tools
whereby the man who receives them may
shape his course in life, and he is to be
judged by the manner in which he has
made those tools serviceable and profit-
able in his own betterment and in as-
sisting those around him to be better
and more useful.—Scottish Rite Bulle-
tin,

x %k *x %

H. F. Morton, father of our Cata-
loger, Miss Gertrude Morton, died at
his home in Montezuma, Iowa, Novem-
ber 26th. Mr. Morton was born in
Gurnsey County, Ohio, in 1845. At
nineteen he enlisted in Co. C, 172nd
Ohio, and at the close of the war he
engaged in farming in the summer,
teaching in the winter and employed
what spare time he could find in study-
ing law. He was admitted to the bar in
1877 and the next year moved to Monte-
zuma where he continued to reside until
his death. In the business, political, so-
cial and religious life of his community
Mr. Morton took an active part until
about two years ago when failing health
compelled him to retire. The town of
Gurnsey in this state was platted by
him and named after his old town in
Ohio.

“We'll not forget thee, we who stay
To work a little longer here;

Thy name, thy Faith, thy love shall be
On memory’s page all bright and clear.”
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Death of Brother Fidlar

W. F. Fidlar, P. S. G. W. of the
Grand Lodge of Iqwa, died very sudden-
ly at the Hotel Fort Des Moines in Des
Moines Sunday morning, November 23d.
Brother Fidlar had gone to Des Moines
the preceding day to be present at the
conferring of the 33rd Degree of Scot-
tish Rite Masonry on his son W. W.
Fidlar. This degree was conferred on
Saturday afternoon and in the evening
Brother Fidlar felt fatigued and decided
not to return home until the following
morning, but when morning came it was
to his eternal home he went. The body
was taken to his family home at Daven-
port on Monday, and at this place the
funeral service was held on Wednesday
at 2 o'clock. A Masonic service was
afterward held at the Masonic Temple in
charge of Davenport Lodge No. 37.
Brother Louis Block P. G. M. paid a
fine tribute to the life and character of
Brother Fidlar and expressed the opinion
that the last two days wcre the very
happiest days of his long and well
spent life.

“To him death is but the beginning of
life
Not the close but the dawn of the day;

The end of all sorrow, the end of all
strife

With earth’s barriers broken away.

“And to him ’'tis the rise, not the set of
the sun,

The opening of life’s golden door,

Which shall bring joy and rapture to
every one, :

The unfolding of pinions to soar.”

*x X % %

Owing to the great increase in cost of
paper, we are temporarily compelled to
reduce the size of the Quarterly Bulletin in
order to keep within our appropriations.
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The Yollowing is a sample of letters
we are receiving in the library which
make us believe that we are doing some
good and assisting the brethren in their
efforts to obtain more light in Masonry.

“I am returning by express prepaid
the three lectures you sent me last June
and advised me in letter dated May 31,
1919:

The Obelisk Lecture
The Flag Lecture
The Height of the Pillars.

With their assistance I have finished
my lecture, and have now over 100
slides assembled in a lecture that shows
by slides on a screen events in the his-
tory of Freemasonry tending to show its
religious, educational, charitable and fra-
ternal works.

Thank you and your associates for the
loan of the manuscript and other kind
letters. They have been the turning
work in my efforts. Without their as-
sistance I doubt if I ever would have
completed my lecture.”

Augustus O. Bourne, Jr,,
Providence, R. 1.

*x %X x =%

The Guarantee Trust Co., of New
York, which company by the way fur-
nishes some of the best material coming
to this Library, has on the fifth floor
of their Institution a very fine reference
library. The Guarantee Club of the In-
stitution publishes a splendid magazine

-entitled “The Guarantee News”, in the

October number of which we find a
splendid account of the Club Library,
one of the most important and valuable
features which this company provides
for its employees and which is being
used to a very large extent by the mem-
bers of this Trust Co. The articles i
this number entitled “America and the
Near East,” are very finely illustrated
with pictures of Constantinople, Greece
and elsewhere.
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Telling it to the Newcomer and Reminding the Old Timer 3
By Robert D. Graham, Prssident, International Association of Masonic Students
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The greatest honour that can come to
any man is to be raised to the sublime
degree of a Master Mason. This hon-
our has now been conferred upon you,
and the high position will be exactly
what you make out of it.

There is nothing forced upon any
man in Freemasonry. You came to our
door of your own free will and accord.
Everything you have done in: your in-
itiation, passing and raising has been
done of your own volition. Your future
Masonic career will depend entirely
upon yourself. If you “ask” you shall
receive. If you “seek” you shall “find.”
If you “knock” it shall be “opened”
unto you. When a man is able to say
that Freemasonry has never meant any-
thing to him, you can add truthfully
that he has never meant anything to
Freemasonry, because every “step” you
have taken in this Craft has already
been answered from the “East,” whether
you know that fact or not.

It is not our intention to enter into
a discussion of the secret or escoteric
parts of Freemasonry, but we would
like to explain to you some of the con-
ditions that you will discover around
you.

The Masonic Lodge that you are now
a member of is a local or constituent

body of men who have come together "

for a definite purpose; and this pur-
pose should be very clear in your owm
mind. We will state in another chap-
ter what that purpose is. You will
soon discover that some things are en-
tirely new to you, but if you have been
a “joiner” and are now a member of
different societies some things you have
seen and heard may be familiar to you.
The reason is simple; anything that is
really worth while in any organization

amongst men has its roots in the teach-
ings of Freemasonry. Many of these
organizations have adopted our cere-
monies and the language of our ritual.
When you remember that you can point
to the time when, the place where, and
the manner how, every organization
amongst men had its origin, except that
of Freemasonry, you will then uncover
the mine from which all the treasure
has been dug. The body of men known
as the “Lodge” today owe allegiance to
the Grand Lodge of the Jurisdiction
from which the charter was issued, and
must conduct its affairs and render its
work as the Grand Lodge has decreed,
and a regular report must be made to
the Grand Lodge of the acts and doings
of the Constituent or local Lodge.

A Grand Lodge is composed of con-
stituent or local Lodges coming together
for mutual helpfulness and the powers
of a Grand Lodge are such powers as
the constituent Lodges may confer upon
it. This Grand Lodge of any Jurisdic-
tion really represents the “body of Free-
masonry’” in a given territory, and
should the Grand Lodge see fit to enact
laws or put into effect customs con-
trary to the usages of Freemasonry the
sister Grand Lodges would withdraw
fellowship from the offending Grand
Lodge, and the members thereof would
be unable to visit any Masonic Lodge
outside of their own Jurisdiction.

The Lodge of which you are a mem-
ber is guided by a code of by-laws
which have been shown to be in har-
mony with the laws of the Grand Lodge
and therefore in harmony with the
usages and customs of the Body of
Freemasonry. The presiding officer is
known as the Worshipful Master and
he has two assistants, known as the
Senior and Junior Wardens.
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The Worshipful Master will rule and
govern his Lodge according to the by-
laws and from his decision there is no
appeal except to the Grand Lodge. You
will notice that if the Worshipful Mas-
ter should decide a question contrary to
your opinion of what is right in the
premises you cannot appeal from the
“decision of the chair” to the meeting.
You can make your appeal only to the
Grand Lodge. Large discretionary
powers are in the hands of the Master.
He may rule many things out of order
that you would think were all right and
proper to discuss.

The ovgrwhelming majority of Wor-
shipful Masters are endeavoring to
guide their Lodges in the best possible
manner and it is a safe and wise course
to defer to their judgment.

Your Lodge will open its meetings
in a regular manner and this will be
according to the work decreed by the
Grand Lodge. There is no option left
to your officers. The business of the
meeting will be conducted in the order
prescribed by the by-laws. The busi-
ness of the Lodge is conducted in Regu-
lar Meetings or Communications. De-
grees may be conferred in a regular
Communication. Special Communica-
tions are called by the order of the
Worshipful Master for a definite pur-
pose. Emergent Communications are
called by the Worshipful Master or in
his absence a Warden or a Past Mas-
ter and are usually for the purpose of
conducting a Masonic funeral.

A meeting of a Lodge of Freemasons
is called a Communication and the
Lodge is said to open “on” a given de-
gree. The business of a Lodge or the
conferring of Masonic degrees is called
the “work” of the Lodge. When a
brother is said to be well posted in the
“work” of the Lodge that usually means
the brother is informed regarding the
details of Lodge work or activity.

A new world has now been opened
to you. You will find everything going
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right along and the first question you
w’ll be called upon to decide is this:
Will you sit in judgment upon what
you, on the side lines, see and hear, or
will you become a part and parcel of
the activity and become assimilated by
the new world and life? Much will
depend upon your decision at this
point. Should you sit and assume the
attitude of judgment you will soon find
that the “human equation” is present
and that the brothers around you are
only “men” with all the faults (or at
best some of the faults) of ordinary
manhood.

You have reached a period in life
when you are expected to and should
exercise discrimination regarding all
you see and hear, but the Ancient Mys-
teries taught their initiates “to see and
hear and be silent.” Therefore, for a
while, at least, remember the old dog-
gerel that ran something like this:

“A wise old owl sat in an oak,

The more he heard the less he spoke;
The less he spoke the more he heard;
Why are we not like that wise bird?”

Some brother has been set off to
“post” you in your “work,” and from
this brother you have learned the letter
of the ritual. You did more than learn
the letter; you got some of the “spirit”
of your instructor, and you will be
guided by that “spirit” more or less in
all your Masonic career.

While we are not writing a treatise
on psychology or the science of the
mind, right at this point your attention
is directed to two classes of memory.
One is called the “verbal” memory and
it is easy for one possessed with such
a memory to remember the words of
the ritual. The second is called the
“philosophical” memory where the mind
grasps the ideas and expresses them in
its own words or vocabulary. It is
very hard for this kind of memory to
remember the exact words of any
ritual. These are gifts of nature and
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you are no more to be blamed or praised
for the kind of a memory that you have,
than you are for the color of your hair
or eyes.

The verbal memory is like an engine
on the rail; as long as it keeps on the
rail it can run, but when it gets off the
rail a wreck ensues. On the other hand,
the philosophical memory may run on
the rail, but should he get off the rail
(and forget the words, as it were) hav-
ing absorbed the life and spirit of the
-engine, he will run on anyhow. And
it is from this class of mind that the
real thought of Freemasonry comes.

Experience has taught that when a
brother has been exalted to high office
in Freemasonry simply because of his
knowledge of the letter of the ritual,
this has not been for the best interest
.of the Craft. We would, therefore,
<counsel you to learn the ritual as well
as your mentality will permit. Get it
as nearly perfect as you can. But!
don’t stop there. Ever keep in mind the
scripture admonition, “The letter killeth
but the spirit giveth life”” Having ac-
quired a working knowledge of the
ritual, do not allow yourself for one
moment to sit in judgment or in criti-
cism of the ritual when “work” is going
on.

Should you be unfortunate enough to
begin your Masonic life in this manner,
there is serious doubt if you will ever
reach the place where you will know
the spirit of Masonry.

On the other hand, if you have had
a “poster” that has led you on to the
letter and past that to the meaning of
the letter and its spirit as seen today
in the potentiality of Freemasonry, you
have much to be thankful for.

If all Freemasonry exists for today
is to confer degrees, then has it reached
the time when, like a “sounding brass
or a tinkling cymbal” it “has a name to
live but is dead.”

You are urged, therefore, to decide
for yourself that you will seek to know
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what this Craft means in its life; its
virility and its spirit. Doing this, you
will become a part and parcel of the
great body of Freemasonry and it will
have assimilated you.

The question will arise now in regard
to “aids to the memory,” or mnemon-
ics. Some Jurisdictions permit such
aids to be used. Other Jurisdictions
absolutely forbid them and drastic laws
are in existence against their use.

We hope that you will see in Free-
masonry so much that appeals to you
that you will become a regular attend-
ant at the meetings. Hearing the ritu-
als as expressed by the officers and see-
ing the degrees conferred, you will be-
come so familiar with the letter of the
ritual that a mnemonic will be unneces-
sary.

The financial affairs of a Lodge are
easily understood, as the income usually
comes fronf well known sources.

Each member, upon receiving the de-

grees, paid an agreed upon fee. The,

minimum is usually set by the law of
the Grand Lodge. This fee should be
enough to constitute a fund that will
be generous enough to take care of all
financial matters other than the running
expenses and the Grand Lodge dues.
You paid such a fee. If you did not
do so, you should have done so for your
own sake. Each member (unless ex-
cused by the by-laws or by the Lodge)
pays annual dues into the treasury of
the Lodge, and these dues should be
large enough to pay all the running ex-
penses of the Lodge. Part of the per
capita dues are paid into the treasurv
of the Grand Lodge in order to support
the same. Some Lodges are possessed
of income property, and this helps in
financial affairs.

Some Jurisdictions have homes for
the aged and the orphan and these are
usually supported by a per capita tax
upon the members, which is included in
the annual dues of the brother. There
are other Jurisdictions, like Iowa and
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Colorado and Idaho, who have estab-
lished benevolent funds under the Grand
Lodge, from which assistance is given
to the worthy needing help. You may
have to face a question like this: Is
Freemasonry a necessity or a luxury?
and your answer to this question will
decide your attitude regarding the dues
and fees of your own Lodge.

® %k X X

Wearing the Apron

We have time and again made note
of how the apron should be worn.
Do not forget that it should be worn
on the outside of the coat on all oc-
casions. There is no need of hiding it
beneath the coat and letting the strings
hang down behind. A Mason who
wears his apron under his coat can hard-
ly be said to be wearing it with pleas-
ure to himself and honor to the Frat-
ernity.

* X X X

Bloomington, Illinois, is erecting a new
Consistory Building, on property pur-
chased last year on Mulberry Street.
The Temple will have a frontage of
146 feet by 180 feet in depth; will have
a magnificent dining room capable of
seating 2000, with a kitchen 32 by 70 ft.,
an enormous stage 45 by 80 ft. with
an auxiliary stage that will have a depth
of 60 ft. The auditorium will seat more
than 2000 Many fine features are planned
in connection with this building,
which is to be one of the most modern
and up-to-date Scottish Rite Buildings
in the United States and will be watched
by many interested in erecting Temples
throughout the country, as there are a
large number contemplating erecting
Consistory Buildings to cost from $300,-
000 to $800,000 each.

* X *x %
The Masonic Craftsman is the title of

a little Masonic publication issued by
Brainard Lodge No. 102 of Brainard,

Connecticut. While the membership of
this lodge is a little over 100, they
issue a very creditable publication.

We have received for the Iowa De-
partment of our Library a copy of a
little work entitled, “Uncle Henry's Let-
ters to the Farm Boy.” These letters
were written by the late Henry Wal-
lace of the Wallace Farmer of Des
Moines. Those who wish to know some-
thing of the life experiences of Uncle
Henry Wallace will find them most
charmingly told in this little volume
which is made up of a series of letters
addressed to his grandchildren and
which now appear in the fourth edition
of the work referred to. Not only will
the farm boy and his father be inter-
ested in these letters, but the city boy
and his father will read them just as
cagerly as do their country cousins and
we feel sure they will find in them
glimpses of past experiences of what has
been regarded as an ideal human life.

This little volume should be read by
many as it contains much of interest and
value even to the casual reader and we
shall hope to see good use made of the
work which is now on our shelves.

x *x % X

We have received many words of ap-
preciation from Brethren who have heard
the addresses or lectures delivered by
Brother Robert D. Graham in his re-
cent visits throughout the state. A
Brother from Logan writes:

“I want at this time, and should have
before this, expressed to you my appre-
ciation of the last lecture here by Bro.
Wobt. D. Graham. I felt that he made
one of the strongest efforts that I have
listened to from this gifted investiga-
tor. Possibly because he left a little the
strictly fraternal line of talk and di-
gressed into a strong patriotic appeal,
and a splendid report of the Cedar
Rapids gathering of Masons.”
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Teaching Americanism

How can Americanism be taught? How
can the flag be made to represent some-
thing real? By teaching American boys
and girls in the American tongue. By
making them think in American tongue.
By making them think in American
terms. By making them judge by Amer-
ican standards. By making them know
our history, not as a series of incidents,
but as the development of philosophy. By
making them judge American men by
their loyalty to and contribution to the
growth of the American ideas. By put-
ting into their hearts a love of those
ideals for which American soldiers have
fought and are fighting, for which Amer-
ican women have sacrificed and are sac-
rificing, and by making every boy so
passionately devoted to our form of gov-
ernment as a growing expression of the
love which men have for justice that he
will be willing to fight and will make
himself able to fight.— Frank/in K. Lane,
Secretary of the Interior.
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A Vision

When the golden Sun is sinking,
Shooting forth his golden shafts
From the western hills and mountains,
Gilding all who cross his path
With the purest gold from nature,
Sweet with God’'s eternal kiss;
Bidding all who toil and wander,
Back again to home and bliss;
Then doth Nature, sweetly dressing
In her robes of green and gold,
Stepping forth to show her beauty,
Smile upon us and unfold
Pictures of her heart’s own liking,
Such as skillful artists paint;
Could they linger thus forever,
Touch of -time would never taint.
Soon, the western slopes descended,
Golden cloud banks rolled away,
Shadows steal away the footprints
Of a’'spotless summer day.
Day of gladness! Day of sunshine!
Day of love and day of joy!
Day that bringeth back the feeling
Of a careless, thoughtless boy!
Flashed this vision thus before us
'Mid the scenes of daily life,
Driving out for one brief moment
Thoughts of trouble and of strife.
Though it flash and fade forever
From earth’s canvas stretched in sight,
Yet it lifts the soul from darkness
To a land that gleams with light.

—Herbert J. Raines.
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) A HEART TO HEART TALK !
L By ROBERT D. GRAHAM
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My brother, your attendance at the meetings of the Lodge is desired, but
you have duties that you owe to your God, your country and your family, and
these are never to be neglected. Freemasoary does not conflict with any of these
duties—in fact a good Freemason will be active in each of the phases of Life
represented by these duties. The brother who allows his devotion to Free-
masonry to cause him to neglect his other duties has not learned what Free-
masonry really is.

This leads me to draw your attention to this subject. There are men
who place the Lodge before their religious duties. Would you consider this just
right? While it is true that around our Altar men of all Faiths and Creeds
may meet, ever keep in mind the fact that an irreligious libertine or an un-
believer in a Supreme Being has no place whatever in a Masonic Lodge. The
Freemason, being a believer in the Great Architect of the Universe, must ex-
press that belief in some way. The result is that men of the same ideas and
temperaments have come together and denominations and sects are the fruits of
this foregathering. In the last analysis, some of us think that denominational-
ism is resultant from temperament and Freemasonry therefore does not inter-
fere in any way with the manifestations of a man’s belief. As Religious Liberty
is the priceless boon of the Free and the Accepted Mason, it naturally follows
that every Freemason must have a religion. What that religion consists of is the
Freemason’s own business and does not concern us. But he must have the
fundamental belief in a God, as without this belief he cannot be a Freemason.
Just one thing more: the ideas and beliefs that you have in regard to the
Supreme Being will determine the kind of a man you are.
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The belief that the Huns had in regard to God made a Hun possible. Tell

me the kind of a God you believe in and I will tell you the kind of a man you
are. This is so self evident that further discussion is unnecessary.

Materialists have forged their way into the fore front of this Craft and it
is the thing for these men to ridicule and belittle the spiritual sentiments of
the brethren, but my brother, when the spiritual has been eliminated from
Freemasonry, there will be nothing left and Freemasonry will have passed to
the limbo of things that “have been.” But we have lived long enough to see
some of these same scoffers come face to face with the real things of life and
death and to see their helplessness and hopelessness under such conditions.

Remember that one third of the time division in a Freemason’s life is to be
given to the service of God and a distressed brother, and that our tenets are
Friendship, Morality and Brotherly Love. As we advanced we learned that it
was impossible for us to go beyond Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth—the very
things we had been taught at our entrance into the craft.

A true Freemason will not, he cannot, allow his Masonry to stand between
him and any duty he owes to God. The function of the Masonic Lodge there-
fore does not permit it to supplant any activity of Religion in a community.

"You must be true to the Government under which you live, when that
Government is the expression of the majority of the Governed. In order that
you may accomplish your days and live out here on earth the life that the
Creator intended for you, civil conditions must be such that this will be possible.
Slavery, oppression, persecution, tyranny, bigotry and all the vile troop of
attendant evils must not be permitted to exist. Men must be free. Guard well,
therefore, the great Blessings possessed here in America and allow no power to
steal from you those priceless treasures. These are the heritage from the fathers
entrusted to us and they must be passed down ‘to others as good as they were
when we received them. The duties to your country are never to be neglected
or laid aside because of your Masonic activitiess. The brother who allows his
Freemasonry to come between him and the duties and obligations of his
country does not know what Freemasonry is.

Every Freemason knows exactly the protection secured to his family as a
result of his Masonic sffiliation. There is nothing in the Lodge or in its prac-
tices and teachings that will lead you to neglect your family. On the other hand,
the family has no right to come between a man and those requirements of his
life—the things that are necessary for his unfolding and development. The
words of the Great Teacher of Nazareth are true here, as elsewhere. “Render

unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the things that are
God’s.”

-
You will see therefore that Freemasonry does not and must not be allowed
to encroach on any of the proper functions of human existence in the true
sense of the term.

It is eminently proper for you to ask at this point, just what is the proper
function and place of Freemasonry? The answer given this question will de-
termine your Masonic career and, in a measure, effect your entire life.
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The writer has some very clear and definite ideas in regard to the “Mis-
sion and Purpose of Freemasonry” and he sometimes tells what these ideas
are, but this is done behind the tyled door of a Lodge. Allow me, however, to-
suggest the following as a good method for you to use:

First: Get to know the machinery and verbal expressions of Freemasonry.

Second: Find out how Freemasons have conducted themselves in all the
varied departments of life—wherein they have ercelled and to some extent,
“The Measure of Their Achievments.”

Third: Decide for yourself the line of action that will harmonize with
your ideals of Freemasonry and the Freemasons that have gone ‘“on before.”
Having done these things, then apply the acid test by bringing these ideals of
your own choosing into contact with every day life as at present experienced
and see if you cannot find that behind'and beneath the Rites, Ceremonies and
Symbols of the Craft there is to be found a strange and inscrutable Potency
that is ever making for the uplifting and betterment of man.

Many believe that Freemasonry exists for the express purpose of provid-
ing a vehicle thru’ which this Potency or Power may come into direct contact
with men and that this is the spiritual element in Freemasonry that provides
the Craft with Potentiality today as a force in the world.

What is your objective?

What are the designs upon your Trestle Board?

After you have accomplished your days, what then will be left to show
that you have lived?

Describe the highest ideal of your inner life—the life of the soul.

What are the things that your soul delights in?

What is pleasure to you, i. e.: what meaning does that word convey to
your own mind?

What are the experiences that produce this so-called pleasure? Analyze
these expriences, physically, mentally, spiritually.

If it is true that thought precedes speech and we are the product of what
we know—then there has been marked out for you a clearly defined and easily
recognized method whereby you may be able to show the Craft that you are a
“Master Mason.”

Many brethren, upoh reaching the degree of Master, consider that the end
of their Masonic career has been accomplished, and this is true, but which end
is meant? As a matter of fact, you have only begun the work. Take then
your working tools and by their use give us the specimens of your zeal, in-
dustry and skill. .

“Isn’t it strange, that Princes and Kings
And Clowns that caper in sawdust rings;
And common folks like you ¥nd me

Are Builders for Eternity.
“To each is given a bag of tools,

A shapeless mass and a book of rules.
And each must make, ere life be flown,
A stumbling block or a stepping stone.”

God grant that every Freemason may be enabled to make out of life a “step-
ping stone.”
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A most beautiful Memorial Tablet
was unveiled at a meeting of Crescent
Lodge No. 25, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on
Wednesday, March 17th. This Tablet
is of bronze, bearing at the top a battle
scene in relief, flanked by panels of
olive and oak. Beneath the Roll of
Honor, the following words are in-

scribed : “Dediecated to the members of
Crescent Lodge No. 25, A, F. & A M.

Cedar Rapids, Ia, who offered their
lives in humanity’s defense in the
great War of Nations, and in memory
of those who made the supreme sacri-
fice.” This bronze Tablet is perhaps
the most expensive ever unveiled by
any lodge in the state. It bears in
bold relief the names of ninety-three
members. We regret that our space pre-
vents our giving ¢ full account of the
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unveiling of this Tablet; as also an
extended reference to the wonderful

address made by Robert G. Cousins of
Iowa. His address was one of the most

beautiful word paintings ever given
in our Temple Building. He was the
ideal orator for such a memorable oc-
casion. The music, and everything con-
nected with the ceremonies, was up to
the usual standard set by Crescent
Lodge.
* » » L 2

We give herewith excerpts from an
address delivered on Patriotism before
the students of the State University by
the late T. S. Parvin in 1861. These

are just as applicable in this day and
age as they were then., While the ad-

dress would make splendid reading at
this time, we have but space for only
a few paragraphs.

He said: “In every age and in every

land true patriots have been found
~vhose example the historians have pic-
tured upon their pages that others
may go and do likewise.”

“Patriotism is a characteristic of a
good citizen, the noblest passion that
animates a man in the character of a
citizen.”

“One who served his country long
and well once said, ‘Patriotism must
be founded in great principles and sup-
ported by great virtues.”

Among his closing remarks he said:
“Upon ‘your fathers and mothers I
would ecall, to aid in inculcating in the
minds of their sons and daughters a
holy love of country as essential to our
growth, our prosperity, nay, our very
existence, as a people and a nation.”

* 5 % »

State Parks for Iowa

Through the aid of the Iowa Conser-
vation Association, plans are being
made for securing for the State several
valuable tracts of land for park pur-
poses. Iowa’s first State Park, known
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as the Devil’s Backbone, is located in

Delaware County. The American
Owners Protective Association, in their

splendid magazine for October lasr,
F¢d a very fine illustrated article on
this Park. Recently 160 acres have
been added to the same and roads are
now being built leading into the Park.
It is known as one of the beauty spcts
in this part of the state.

It is to be hoped that a tract of land
along the palisades of the Cedar River
may also be secured for park purposes.
Citizens of Iowa City, Mt. Vernon and
Cedar Rapids are all interested in the
preservation of this wonderful tract
containing many beautiful views on the
Cedar. ’

Out near Fort Dodge, near Sioux
City, not far from Burlington are other
tracts with high bluffs and beautiful
views which should be secured before it
is too late.

It is also hoped that the government
will make a National Park of the coun-
try known as the Switzerland of Iowa,
near MecGregor Heights. No more
beautiful scenery can be had in all the
middle west than that included in this
proposed I’ark.

The various counties of Iowa are
each considering the establishing of
special parks; also motor camps near
the larger cities in oider that parties
desiring to stop and camp over night,
while making motor trips, may do so.
We know of nothing that would bring
better results or bring a city more to
the front than to get behind such a
project.

We also trust that the Knights Tem-

plars, at their coming Conclave, may
get busy and urge the State Board to

select a spot near Spirit Lake for a
State Park. It would be the means of
bringing many more visitors to this
interesting lake region of Iowa.
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A summer school for the study of
wild life in Iowa will begin at Mec-
Gregor August 17, 1920, under the
* auspices of the Iowa Conservation As-
sociation. While last year’'s school was
a sucecess, this year’s school promises to
be a much larger one. A fine program
has been arranged and great interest is
being taken in the same. Many of our

Towa people who are planning to motor
to McGregor this summer should so

arrange their plans as to go at the
time of this school and join the study
club.

For further information along this
line, write George Bennett, Registrar,
at Iowa City.

Book Plates

We hope in the near future we
shall be able to prepare an article on
Bookplates, especially along the line of
Masonic Bookplates. We will then en-
deavor to give a list of the books and
pamphlets, which may be found in our
Library, along these lines, we having a
very fine collection of the same. Some
years ago Brother A. Winthrop Pope
of Boston published a little pamphlet of
thirty-two pages, entitled “Remarks
on Masonic Bookplates and Their Own-
ers.” Winard Prescott is the author of
a little pamphlet of thirty pages on
Bookplates, published by the Four Seas
Co. in 1918. This little volume gives
a list of Masonic Bookplates so far as
the author was able to give them.
Doubtless there are many Masons in

Jowa and elsewhere who may have
bookplates of their own. We would be

pleased to hear from any who may have
as also from anyone interested along
this line of study.

* * * »

Form of Demits

We still find some of our Iowa
Lodges using the old form of demit,
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which demits do not have the certifi-
cate of the Grand Lodge on the back.
We would suggest that these lodges get
into communication with Acres, Black-
mar & Co., of Burlington, Iowa, and
order a supply of up-to-date- demits.

. 5 & »

Court Upholds Grand Master

In New Jersey the Grand Master de-
posed from office the Master of Schiller
Lodge because he persisted in using
other than the American language in
the lodge work, in defiance of the
Grand Lodge mandate. This officer
maintained that he was within his legal
and Masonic rights in refusing to obey
the Grand Lodge order. Schiller Lodge

has been using the German language
ritual many years, but the lodge
obeyed the ruling of the Grand Lodge

until after the signing of the armistice,
then it began working in the German
tongue again. When the Master refused
to abolish the foreign language ritual,
the Grand Master ordered him deposed
from office.

Had this have happened in Iowa,
we think that there would have been
one Lodge that would have been with-
out its charter, at least until after the
next meeting of the Grand Lodge, if
not permanently revoked. We do not
believe a Masonic Lodge in America
should work in any other thar the
American Language.

* * » *

Returns of Chartered Lodges

The Committe on Chartered Lodges
have nearly completed their work of
checking up the returns, and their
Secretary has furnished us with a pre-
liminary statement of the result. The
figures given may be slightly changed
as further information is obtained from
some of the Lodges ‘wlth which they
are corresponding. At the present time
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the work of tabulation shows the fol-
lowing result:

Increase
Raised ___________________ 6275
Admitted - ________________ 961
Reinstated - _____________ 269
Total _____ i _____ 7505
Decrease
Deaths ____ . 838
Demitted - _____________ 1435
Withdrawals ______________ 16
Expelled __________________ 8
Suspended, NPD _________ 400
Suspended, U.M.C. ________ 3
Errors — . 5
Total ______ . 2717
Net Increase —_______________ 4788

Number members Jan 1, 1919___62,562
Total members Jan. 1, 1920_____ 67,350
This shows the largest growth in
point of numbers in the history of the
Grand Lodge.
The net increase each year during
the past five years is as follows:

1915 o 2184
1916 o 2023
1017 o 2916
1918 2004
1919 o 4788

Total net increase for five years,
15,475.

The new Law providing for $10.00 to
be paid to the Greand Charity Fund
from each petitioner whose petition
was received after July 1, 1919, yielded
approximately $13,800.

The blanks on which these returns
are made were printed two years ago,
a two years supply having been ordered
with a view of saving expense and
with no thought that there would be a
change in the Law which would call
for a change in the form. There was

therefore no provision for reporting the
fees collected for the Grand Charity

Fund, but a blank line was utilized
and very few errors were made in re-
porting this item. The old errors to
which the committee has called atten-
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tion every year continued to appear
and that too in spite of the fact that
in making such errors the secretarics
disregarded the instructions on the
blanks.

A few of these errors will be briefly
mentioned. In computing Grand Lodge
dues many secretaries took the net
membership at the end of the year as
a basis instead of the total member-
ship during the year. KEvery Brother
who was a member during the whole or
any part of the year must pay Grand
Lodge dues for the entire year, uhless
he was a fifty-year Mason, or had al-
ready paid in some other Iowa Lodge,
or his dues had been remitted by the
Lodge on account of Inability to Pay.

Therefore decrease in membership
should not be deducted from the total

membership in computing Grand Lodge
dues.

Withdrawals from membership. Sev-
eral secretaries reported members

“withdrawn from membership,” when
investigation proved that they should
have been reported “demitted.” A

withdrawal from membership, under

Section 209 of our Masonic Code, is a
withdrawal from the Order. One who
withdraws rests under the same dis-
ability as one who has been suspended.

Practically the only difference is that
in one case he is suspended against
his will by the Lodge and in the other
case he voluntarily withdraws. He can
not join any other Lodge until he has

been reinstated by the Lodge from which
he has withdrawn. If so reinstated he
can take a demit which will enable him

to affiliate with some other Lodge if
he so desires. The method of reinstate-
ment of a member who has withdrawn
is prescribed in Sections 210 and 211
of the Code.

Fifty-year Masons. In 1915 the Grand
Lodge provided that a member of the

order who has been in good standing in
some subordinate Lodge for a period

of fifty yvears or more and who shall
furnish satisfactory proof of such fact,
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by other than verbal statement, shall
be exempted from the payment of an-
nual dues. Many secretaries reported
members entitled to this exemption
without any record or proof to sub-
stantiate the claim. They have ac-
cepted the verbal statement of the
Brother himself contrary to the pro-
visions of the Code. In many of such
cases the investigation has shown that
the Brother’s memory was at fault
and that he was not entitled to the
honor he claimed. In some cases he
had been raised later than the time
he claimed, in others he had been under
suspension or had been carrying a de-
mit for part of the time. In one case
a Brother had carried a demit twenty-
five years and in another the Brother
had been suspended for non-payment of

dues eighteen years.
* * *

Masonic Veterans

There are nearly four hundred mem-
bers of Iowa Lodges who have been
Masons in good standing for fifty
years or more. Several lodges have
held receptions in honor of such of
their own members as have attained
this distinction. We would like to see
this practice become more general.

Those who have labored in the cause
of Masonry for a half century or
longer are entitled to all the honor we
can give them. Their number is not
large and they are fast passing “with-
in the veil” The number of those
who have been members for sixty years
or more is very small. The record of
those who have been Master Masons
for sixty years or over, as certified by
the secretaries of the local lodges, is
here given:

Name Lodge Raised
J. M. Griffith 110 Feb. 20, 1851
H. E. Kendig 18 Feb., 1853

Theopholus Irwin
Monroe Swift

301 Dec. 24, 1833
28 Jan. 31, 1835

April 1020

Vel. x3i

J. M. Mills 22 May 3, 1835
J. 8. Shepherd 179 Mch. 3, 1856
T. 8. Jones 505 Apr. 3, 1856
R. P. 8. Notson 253 Apr. 18, 1856
Nathan Scofield 130 May 15, 1856
Westey Stiffler 396 June 10, 1856
Wmnm. Dodd 86 Aug. 5, 1856
Jno, H. Barnhart 447 Dec. 8, 1856
J. M. Orvis 22 Feb. 15, 1857
W. K. Hobart 8 Mch. 4, 1857
J. J. Griswold 102 May 19, 1857
Jno. A. Gaumer 396 Sept. 8, 1857
J. N. Hooper 37 Apr, 5, 1858
J. F. Woodring 116 Mch. 10, 1859
O, Pomery 141 Aug. 22, 1859
Ezra Thompson 4 Sept. 6, 1859
J. B. Mitchell 150 Dec. 6, 1859
H. H. Baker 504 1859

We will be glad to have our atten-
tion called to any additions or cor-
rections in this list.

® s & »

One of our correspondents in Ireland,
Brother Thomas Ingram, who was very
prominent in Masonry and who had
been a great worker, met with a very
sudden death not long since. He had
been asked to confer the degrees
upon one just elected to receive
them. He had suffered a little from
heart trouble, and while finishing
up the obligation, was noticed to
lean over the dias for a moment or
two. Some of the Brethren ran to his
assistance and found that life had ex-
pired and he had died while conferring
the degrees. The Brethren showed
their appreciation of his services in the
Masonic field by raising a monument
fund of over two hundred pounds.

x kx X X

It pleases us to learn of the proposed
new Masonic Temple at Le Mars, Iowa,
to cost in the neighborhood of $75,000.
The ground floor will be given over to
club rooms, banquet hall, Ladies’ club
rooms and kitchen, the second floor to
be used exclusively for lodge purposes
by the four Masonic Bodies of that city.
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‘Grand Lodge Meeting, June 1920

The Grard Lodge of Iowa having accepted the
invitation of the Brethren of Fort Dodge to
hold its 1920 Communication in that City, this
will give notice to all interested that the Sev-
enty-seventh Annual Communication will con-
vene at Fort Dodge commencing Tuesday, June
8, 1920, in accordance with Section I of Ar-
ticle IV. of the Constitution.

The meeting is for the purpose of receiving
and acting upon the reports of its officers and
for the transaction of such other business as
may properly be brought before that Body. Each
chartered lodge in the state is entitled to three
Representatives, who may be the three principal
officers or their proxies (provided they are mem-
bers of the same lodge). Every Grand and Past
Elective Grand Officer is entitled to represen-
tation and we trust there may be a goodly num-
ber of such present. All Master Masons in good
standing may attend the sessions of the Grand
Body.

As this will be the first time the Grand Lodge
has met in this part of the state, neighboring
lodges should avail themselves of the opportunity
by having a goodly number of their members
present.

Fort Dodge is one of the flourishing, wide-
awake cities in Iowa—located in a thickly popu-
lated part of our state, in the very heart of the
agricultural district. It has good railroad facil-
ities, fine Public Library, splendid Y. M. C. A.
Building, excellent Hospital, fine schools, numer-
ous factories—a city of splendid homes, beauti-
ful scenic drives and fine paved streets. Its
Commercial Club stands as one of the wide-
awake clubs in the state and is located in the
Wahkonsa Hotel, on the same floor as that used
for the Grand Lodge Headquarters. We are
sure the Club will be glad to have our mem-
bers call and inspect their fine quarters.

The Masons of Fort Dodge have a fine new
Temple Building, where the Grand Lodge Schools
of Instruction will be held. The Local Com-
mittees and the entire membership will, we are
sure, give the visiting members a royal welcome
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Take Notice

In being assigned to rooms
at the hotels, the Brethren
should fully understand how
many persons are to occupy
the room and what rate per
person is to be charged—thus
guarding against any errors
or misunderstanding regard-
ing price of rooms, etc.

Announcement for
Grand Lodge

The annual announcements
of the meeting of Grand
Lodge, to be held in Fort
Dodge, June 8-10th, 1920, have
been mailed to the Masters of
all Iowa Lodges. It is to be
hoped that the Masters will
call the attention of the Breth-
ren to this announcement in
order that every Brother at-
tending Grand Lodge may
have the information con-
tained in same.

* s =

Every Iowa Lodge should
be represented at the session
of the Grand Lodge. Mileage
and Per Diem is paid for one
representative from  each
Lodge, In some Jurisdictions,
they impose a heavy fine upon
every Lodge failing to be rep-
resented at the session of
Grand Lodge.

* x

For list of Officers of Grand
Lodge, as also Committees, see
circular announcement sent to
the Master of every Lodge.

Local Circular

The local committee at Fort
Dodge will send out a special
circular to the members of the
Grand Lodge and the subordi-
nate Lodges regarding the
June meeting. This will give
all needed information for the
Brethren who expect to attend
Grand Lodge, especially as to
the list of hotels and reserva-
tions, which may be made
through the Committee on Ho-
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and we can assure the Veterans that they will
be taken care of in good shape. Let all who
can, attend this meeting and make it worthy the
great Fraternity it represents.

Read and Then Act

Representatives to Grand Lodge should report
to the Committee on Credentials at the Wahkon-
sa Hotel. Grand Officers should report to the
Grand Secretary’s office—Fourth Floor. Visit-
ing Brothers and Local Masons desiring to visit
Grand Lodge should register with the Committee
on Visitors in the Committee Room of the Wah-
konsa Hotel and receive cards of admission.

Preliminary Ceremonies Previous to
Opening of Grand Lodge

There will be no parade this year. The mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge are requested to con-
vene in the Princess Theatre on North Ninth
Street promptly at 9 o'clock Tuesday morning.
An hour will be devoted to the opening program,
which will be in charge of the local lodge. Ow-
ing to the accommodations of the theatre, only

Master Masons will be permitted to attend.

Opening of Grand Lodge
At 10 o'clock will occur the opening of the
Grand Lodge by Most Worshipful Grand Master
W. A. Westfall and his associate Officers, at
which time will be presented the address of the
Grand Master and other matters of business.

Schools of Instruction

The School of Instruction commences Friday
morning, June 4th, and continues over Saturday
and Monday. Three meetings will be held each
day, at 9 A. M. and at 2 and 7:30 P. M. The
evening’'s work will be upon actual candidates,
being in charge of the Board of Custodians, the
third degree being conferred Monday night in
the Princess Theatre. All other Schools will be
held in the Masonic Temple Building.

Masonic Veterans
The Masonic Veterans are planning to have
their annual meeting at the Masonic Temple on
Wednesday evening, and this meeting will be
something out of the ordinary. A goodly at-
tendance of Veterans is expected. All having
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tels, of which Brother A. C.
Heath is Chairman. Parties
desiring to secure rooms in the
city, other than at hotels, had
better write to the Brother
named above.

Special Committee as to
Problem of Large Lodges

The Grand Master has
named as a Special Committee
on the above subject, in ac-
cordance with the action taken
at last session of Grand
Lodge, the following Broth-
ers: R. J. Glass of Mason
City; C. E. Swanson of Coun-
cil Bluffs; and H. E. Virdon
of Mt. Pleasant. This Commit-
tee will make report upon the

question of large bodies at
coming session of Grand
Lodge.

[ ] * L ]

On April 8, 1920, Eagle
Lodge No. 12 of Keokuk, Iowa,
took three hundred and fifty
of their members to Quincy,,
Illinois, where they conferred
the Third Degree for Lambert
Lodge of that city. A special
train was provided for the
Keokuk Masons for the trip.
We are glad to see this work-
ing together of the members
of the Craft in the two Grand
Jurisdictions.

& 3 @

Lake Okoboji Site for
Y. W. C. A. Camp

The north central field of
the Y. W. C. A., which is made
up of the Dakotas, Minnesota,
Nebraska and Iowa, has pur-
chased twenty-five acres on
Lake Okoboji, known as
Breezy Point, where a perma-
nent camp for conferences is
being planned. An adminis-
tration and other buildings
will be moved down from
Lake Pepin, Minnesota, while
other buildings will be erected
on the grounds. This tract is
provided with facilities for
golf, boating, swimming and
all out door sports. It will
make an ideal place for the
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been members of the Fraternity for twenty-one
vears are eligible for membership, the fee for
same being $1.00 It is hoped that there will be
many who will join the Association at this meet-
ing. Their banquet will be followed by a special
program prepared by those in charge. Our
good Brother C. B. Whelpley of Cedar Rapids,
is President and John W. Wells of Marshall-
town, Secretary.

Local Commiittee

The local committee are wide awake and do-
ing all in their power to make the 77th An-
nual Communication a success. They will issue
their circular giving names of hotels and rates,
together with the time of arrival and departure
of trains, etc. ete.

The Communications of the Grand Lodge will
be held at the Princess Theatre, North 9th St.

The Headquarters of the Officers of the Grand
Lodge will be at the Wahkonsa Hotel. The
Grand Master and Grand Secretary will have
offices on the fourth floor, where the list of
Committees with location of rooms will be dis-
played.

Papers for Presentation to Grand Lodge. Any-
one having papers they desire brought before
Grand Lodge should bave the same placed in
the hands of the Grand Master or Grand Sec-
retary early in the session in order that they
may be placed in the hands of the proper com-
mittee and receive due examination and consid-
eration. ’

Appeals and Grievances. All papers thus far
received for this Committee have been placed in
their hands. Parties interested in cases coming
before the Grand Lodge should see the Commit-
tee early during the session. If any of the lodges
have had a case of expulsion or appeal from sus-
pension since the Annual Returns were made
January 2nd, kindly see that papers are for-
warded to this office not later than June 5th
that same may be placed in the hands of the
Committee on Appeals and Grievances prior to
Grand Lodge session.

The Committee on Credentials will have a
desk in the Committee Room of the hotel. All
parties entitled to representation in Grand
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young ladies to spend a vaca-
tion at a very nominal figure
for room and beard, Okoboji
has many hundreds of sum-
mer residences along its
shores and we believe those
in charge of this camp have
acted wisely in securing a
summer home on the shores
of this beautiful lake. It will
make a very popular resort
for the young ladies in the
years to come. Special circu-
lars regarding the work in
hand will be issued by the
Association in a short time,
giving information relative to
the various conferences that
will be held on the ground
during the coming summer.
* L ] -

Henry W. Rothert, Past
Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Iowa, whose resigna-
tion from the Superintenden-
cy of the Home for the Deaf
at Council Bluffs was noted in
our January Bulletin, passed
away January 20th last. A
special Memorial Circular was
issued at the time and copies
forwarded to all Iowa Lodges
and other bodies with whom

we are in correspondence.
L ] - L ]

List of Masonic Lodges
1920

The Pantagraph Printing &
Stationery Co. of Bloomington,
Illinois, has lately issued a
new and revised list of the
regular Masonic Lodges of the
country. Copies may be had
from the above company at
$1.00 each. As the Grand
Lodge of Iowa will not this
year issue such a list, we ad-
vise our lodges to send and
secure copies of the above.

L ] . L

If any of our readers have
a copy of an old school geog-
raphy by Olney, Braun or
others, showing a map of the
United States wherein a good
portion of the country west of
the Missouri River to Salt
Lake is marked as the Great
American Desert, that they
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Lodge should report to this Committee early and
secure cards of admission.

The Commiittee on Visiters will have a desk
in the Committee Room of the hotel and another
at the entrance to the Theatre and issue tickets
of admission to all visitors who are entitled to
seats in Grand Ledge.
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