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MASONRY IN THE YEAR 1871.

At the commencement of the year 1871 there were twenty-two
thousand one hundred and seventy-two affiliated Master Masons in
Michigan. These were divided among two hundred and eighty-seven
lodges. Up to this time the present Grand Lodge had chartered three
hundred and four lodges, but seventeen had become defunct, and in
most instances their numbers had been given to new lodges. The
largest lodge in the state at that time was Detroit, No. 2, with three
hundred and sixty-three members, Zion, No. 1, following close behind
with three hundred and twenty-eight. No other had as many as three
hundred members at that time. Among those who were Masters of
their respective lodges then, and who are still active in Masonry now, a
quarter of a century later, are J. V. Lambertson, Rochester; A. D.
Eldred, Tekonsha; David Bovee, Coldwater; John W. Finch, Adrian;
A.T. Metcalf, Kalamazoo; S. C. Randall, Flint; A. B. Aiken, Union
City; D. E. Wilson, Constantine; Daniel Striker, Hastings; James H.
Farnum, Cassopolis; Thomas G. Greene, Three Rivers; Arthur M.
Clark, Lexington; Julius C. Burrows, Kalamazoo; James Findlater,
Detroit; George H. Durand, Flint; David Woodward, Clinton; Henry
Chamberlain, Three Oaks, George N. Mead, Camden; and George H.
Greene, Lansing. The Grand Lodge then had funds on hand to the
amount of $11,109.54, and on every hand could be seen masonic pros-
perity. John W.Champlin had been chosen Grand Master and a sketch
of his life is appropriate in this place.

5
* %k

SKETCH OF JOHN W. CHAMPLIN.
GRAND MASTER, 187I.
John W. Champlin was born February 17, 1831. He is a lineal

descendent of Geoffrey Champlin, who in 1638, came to this country
from England, and settled in Rhode Island.



4 FREEMASONRY IN MICHIGAN.

Jerry C. Champlin, the father of the subject of this sketch, married
Ellis Champlin, a descendent of another branch of the same family, who
in early times settled in Connecticut. Shortly after their marriage they
removed to Kingston, New York, where Judge Champlin was born.
Soon after the family removed to Harpersfield, in the same state, and
engaged in farming, and here John W. Champlin continued to reside
until he was of age. In summer he worked beside his father and broth-
ers on the farm, laying up stores of health and strength for the trying
demands of his professional career.

In this home-life, under its firm but kindly parental government,
was acquired that habit of industry and those principles of integrity,
independence and love of justice, which have been marked characteris-
tics of the man. In the winter time he attended the village school; at
thirteen he entered the academy at Stamford, and afterwards the acade-
mies of Rhienbeck and Harpersfield. After leaving Harpersfield Aca-
demy, he took a course of civil engineering at Delaware Literary In-
stitute, and commenced the practice of that profession in his native state.
Seeking a wider field, at the age of twenty-three years, in 1854, he came
to the city of Grand Rapids, where his brother, Stephen G. Champlin,
afterward General Champlin, was then engaged in the practice of law.
Here he commenced the study of that profession in the office of his
brother, passed his examination before Judge Martin, afterward Chief
Justice of the state, and was admitted to the bar in 1855.

1856 Mr. Champlin was chosen to prepare a revision of the charter
of the City of Grand Rapids, and the results of his work form the basis
of all charter legislation for that city since. He held at different times
the office of City Recorder, City Attorney, and in 1867 was elected
Mayor. From this time on he pursued the practice of the law with an
assiduity that withdrew him entirely from other pursuits. His busi-
ness became so varied and extensive that it demanded his entire time
in the trial of causes and in the examination of the many and delicate
questions arising in the course of a large general practice. ‘The years
of conscientious work brought with them not only increase of practice
but also that growth in legal knowledge and that wide and accurate
judgment, the posession of which constitutes the most marked excellence
of a lawyer.

In 1883 he was nominated by the Democratic party for Judge of
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the Supreme Court, and was elected by a majority which was so far in
excess of his own party, that it furnished very strong evidence of the
high esteem in which he was held by the people of the State. He took
his seat as a member of that court in January, 1884, and served until
December 31, 1891. At the semi-centennial of the University of Mich-
igan, in 1887, the Board of Regents conferred upon him the honorary
degree of Doctor of Laws. In politics Judge Champlin is a Democrat.
He, however, declined to follow that portion of his party who opposed
the war, and for the past few years he has taken part in public affairs
only as oune does who would not shirk his duty as a citizen. On the
first of October, 1856, he married Miss Ellen More. The union has
been a singularly happy one, three children having been born to them.
The Judge is a member of St. Mark’s Protestant Episcopal Church
in Grand Rapids, where he resides. Since his return from the bench,
he has resumed the practice of law. In 1892 he was appointed Pro-
fessor of Law in the University of Michigan, which position he still
holds.

Brother Champlin was made a Master Masen in Grand River
Lodge, No. 34, April 14, 1858, and was elected Worshipful Master in
1864, serving two years. At the annual meeting of Grand Lodge in
1870, he was elected Deputy Grand Master, and in 1871 was chosen
Grand Master, a position which he filled with signal ability, and since
retiring from this exalted station he has been one of the most highly
esteemed members of Grand Lodge, one whose counsel is sought upon
the most weighty questions of Masonic Law.

He was made a Royal Arch Mason in Grand Rapids Chapter, No.
7, on March 4, 1863, and served as High Priest of that Chapter in 1868.
He is a member of DeMolai Commandery, No. 5, K. T. and of DeWitt
Clinton Consistory, A. & A. S. R,, and in all of these bodies he is high-
ly esteemed and greatly loved, and his brethren delight to do him
honor.

EY
& 5

A number of events of importance to Michigan Masonry occurred
during the year 1871. On the twelfth day of May, Past Grand Master
William M. Fenton died at his home in Flint, an account of which was
given in his biographical sketch.
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July 3oth, R. W. Carlos G. Curtis, Junior Grand Warden, died in
Rochester, N. Y., and his funeral was attended by many members of
Oriental Lodge and Detroit Commandery, in both of which bodies he
held membership.

& * *

A series of destructive fires visited Michigan in the fall of that
year, leaving ruin and desolation in their pathways. The report of
the great Chicago fire had but just been received in Michigan when
these followed with a suddenness that was startling. A number of
cities and villages were mostly or partially destroyed, and in some
cases, so quick was the work of destruction that in half an hour great
numbers of people saw everything they possessed swept away, and many
who, but a few minutes before were wealthy or in comfortable circum-
stances, were reduced to want. The cities of Holland and Manistee
were among those fire-swept places.

In common with the other people, the masonic fraternity in those
places shared the general loss. The lodge rooms, with their furniture
and charters, were destroyed and a large proportion of the members lost
everything they possessed.

Fires also swept over the eastern portion of the state, destroying
vast amounts of property and ruining hundreds of people. Among
other sufferers was Cato Lodge, No. 215, which lost hall, charter and
furniture, and about one-third of its members lost homes and all the
property they possessed.

Northern Star Lodge, No. 277, at Unionville, Tuscola County,
also lost hall, furniture and charter, and being in debt at the time,
were left in an almost destitute condition.

In the midst of such wide-spread calamity, it was a noble sight to
see how this grand old fraternity of ours came to the rescue. The
next day after the destructive fire at Holland, the lodge at Muskegon
donated five hundred dollars for the relief of their brethren at that
place.

Contributions commenced coming to the Grand Master from all
over the country. New York brethren and lodges sent over three
thousand five hundred dollars, and lodges and individuals in other
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states sufficient in addition to make the amount up to five thousand
three hundred and sixty-three dollars and sixty-six cents. The most
of this sum was distributed by Grand Master Champlin in relieving
those brethren and lodges in most urgent need, and on his recommend-
ation a relief committee was appointed to take charge of relief measures
during the following winter, and by their careful and systematic work
and the generous responses of the fraternity, very much of the suffering
among the Masons in the stricken districts was relieved.

&
ES E3

New halls were dedicated in 1871 in Saginaw City, Grand Ledge,
Holly and Big Rapids.

On the 4th of July, by request of the proper authorities, a special
meeting of the Grand Lodge was held in Detroit, and the newly com-
pleted City Hall, the corner-stone of which had been laid three years
previously, was formally delivered to the Mayor of that city. This
was made an impressive occasion and long to be remembered by all
who participated in or witnessed the ceremonies.

%
¥ &

On the twenty-eighth day of September, 1871, the notorious Czar
Jones was expelled by Ashlar Lodge, No. g1, for his unmasonic prac-
tices, and sank into that masonic oblivion which he so richly deserved.

"
%

During the year 1871 eleven new lodges were started under dis-
pensations granted by Grand Master Champlin. They were located at
Bradley, Detroit, Benton Harbor, Ludington, Newport, Napoleon,
Tawas City, East Saginaw, Woodland, Mt. Pleasant and Carson City.
It is a singular co-incidence that the only one of these eleven lodges
that has ceased to exist is the one named for the Grand Master who
gave it life—Champlin Lodge, No. 300, at Newport. Such is fame.

Grand Master Champlin made numerous rulings upon masonic
law which became the settled law in this jurisdiction. He also drafted
a bill amending the act of incorporation of the Grand Lodge. As these
different Acts are important to all Michigan Masonry, this one, like
the previous ones, is given in full.
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AN AcT to amend sections one, two, four and five, of act number two hundred
and thirty-five of the Session Laws of 1849, relative to the incorporation of the
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Michigan, and to repeal Act number
sixty-nine of the Session Laws of 1869.

SECTION 1. The peaple of the State of Michigan enact, ‘That sections one, two,
four and five, of an Act entitled ‘‘An Act to incorporate the Grand Lodge of Free
and Accepted Masons of the State of Michigan,’’ approved April 2, 1849, be amend-
ed so as to read as follows:

SEc. 1. The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Mich-
igan, by that name and style, are hereby incorporated, and declared a body politic
and corporate in deed and law, with succession, and shall be in law capable of
suing and being sued, pleading and being impleaded, answering and being an-
swered, defending and being defended, in all courts and places whatsoever, in all
manner of actions, suits, complaints, matters and causes whatsoever, and that they
and their successors shall have a common seal, and may change and alter the same
at their pleasure.

SEC. 2. The officers of said corporation shall be the Grand Master, Deputy
Grand Master, Senior Grand Warden, Junior Grand Warden, Grand Treasurer
and Grand Secretary, for the time being, and they shall constitute the Board of
Directors of said corporation, for the transaction of all business authorized by this
act.

SEc. 3. This act shall be subject to the provisions of chapter fifty-five of the
Revised Statutes of 1846, so far as the same may be applicable. (See Laws of

1849, p. 314.)

SEC. 4. Said corporation may make, under direction of the Grand Lodge,
when assembled, and establish all necessary By-laws and Rules for its governance,
and the governance of all subordinate Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge, relating to the business and property authorized to be done, held and con-
veyed by this act; and said corporation may take, hold and convey, as may be re-
quired from time to time, any real or personal estate for the purposes of their or-
ganization, not at any time exceeding of personal estate fifty thousand dollars, and
of real estate five hundred thousand dollars; and all real and personal estate so held
may be conveyed by deed or bill of sale in the name of the corporation, executed
by the Grand Master for the time being, and in case of real estate acknowledged by
him to be the act and deed of the corporation, or by such other person as the Board
of Directors may appoint for that purpose, with the seal of the Grand Lodge at-
tached, and such conveyance so executed shall be valid and binding for all intents
and purposes whatsoever.

SEc. 5. Said corporation may hold real and personal estate of subordinate
Lodges in trust for the use of such subordinate Lodges, and do all acts and things
in law relating thereto as trustees, and may convey the same as above, under the
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direction of such subordinate Lodges, and the Rules, Regulations and By-laws of
the Grand Lodge in relation thereto.

SEC. 6.
pealed.

Act number sixty-nine, of the Session Laws of 1869, is hereby re-

Approved March 15th, 1871.

The year 1871 closed with twenty-three thousand nine hundred
and ninety-six affiliated Masous in this jurisdiction. ‘There were seven-
teen hundred and ninety-four initiated that year, and the cash re-
ceipts of the Grand Lodge were $8,310.58.

&

ROYAIL ARCH MASONRY.

At the annual convocation of the Grand Chapter in 1871, charters
were granted for two new Chapters, at Almont and Morenci, in addition
to those which had been working under dispensations granted by Grand
High Priest Brown. The one at Morenci, however, did not survive for
many years.

An attempt was made to abolish the office of Grand Lecturer, but
after lying over until the next year it failed of adoption.

The officers elected for that year were:

M. E. HugH McCurpy, Corunna,

L. H. RaNpaLL, Grand Rapids,

. Joun W. FINCH, Adrian,

A. I. SAWYER, Monroe,

J. EaAsTMAN JoHNSON, Centreville,
. Rurtrs W. LANDON, Niles,
WiLLIAM STOWE, Port Huron,

. GEORGE W. WiLMmoT, Fenton.
JEX J. BARDWELL, Detroit,

. CHARLES J. KRUGER, Grand Rapids,
. STILLMAN BLANCHARD, Tecumseh,

Grand High Priest.

Deputy Grand High Priest.
Grand King.

Grand Scribe.

Grand Secretary.

Grand Treasurer.

Grand Chaplain.

Grand Captain of the Host.
Grand Principal Sojourner.
Grand Royal Arch Captain.
Grand Lecturer.

RRARAERRRARRARRAIRARPR
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. JosEPH IRELAND, Muskegon,
. EDWIN SAUNDERS, Saginaw City,
. Davip C. SPAULDING, Lyons,

Grand Master Third Veil.
Grand Master Second Veil.
Grand Master First Veil.

In assuming charge, at this time, of the Grand Chapter, M. E.
Companion McCurdy first entered upon his illustrious career as a Pre-
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siding Grand Officer, which, like the wonderful career of Alexander
the Great, was to continue until “there were no more worlds to conquer.”

His administration of the affairs of the Grand Chapter was con-
ducted with that fidelity, industry and skill which have make his whole
masonic career so brilliant and successful.

Six new Chapters were organized in 1871 under dispensations
granted by Grand High Priest McCurdy. They were at Cassopolis,
Au Sable, Greenville, Holly, Colon and Charlotte. All of which
proved to possess the requisite material and members to insure them
a successful future.

Marquette Chapter, No. 43, which has been dormant since 1866,
was resuscitated and again became one of the active bodies of the state.
* * *

The General Grand Chapter, at its twenty-first triennial convoca-
tion in Baltimore, in September, 1871, adopted a resolution requiring
the state Grand Chapters to pay an annual tax of one cent per member
for the support of that body, and Michigan promptly acquiesced in this

demand and has ever since paid her assessments promptly and cheer-
fully.

The year 1871 closed with eighty-two Chapters having a combined
membership of five thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven.

®
* ®

TEMPLAR MASONRY.

When the representatives of the Michigan Commanderies as-
sembled in annual conclave on June 6th, 1871, they overturned, in a
measure, the existing order of things, so far as relates to the election of
officers. It has long been recognized, in most jurisdictions, as one of
the unwritten laws of the Order, that if a Sir Knight has risen to the
position of Deputy Grand Commander, he shall, if not unworthy, be
advanced to Grand Commander. This was not followed in this in.
stance. Sir Knight David Bovee, one of the most prominent and able
craftsmen in all, departments of Masonry which Michigan has pro-
duced, having risen step by step through the subordinate offices, was
now Deputy Grand Commander. An effort was made, which proved
successful, by the friends of Sir Irving M. Smith, of Saginaw, then
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Grand Junior Warden, to doom: him for the office of Grand Cominand-
er. He was elected to that position and Sir Knight Bovee was dropped
out from the lines. He was not alone, however, as more than half of
the entire line of officers also ‘‘got left.” Sir William Barclay, who
had been Grand Treasurer ever since the organization of the Grand
Commandery, was retired in favor of Sir M. S. Smith, of Detroit, and
Sir Oliver Bourke, Grand Recorder since 1864, gave place to Sir
William P. Innes, who then commenced that brilliant career as Grand
Recorder which was to terminate only with his life, more than twenty
years later. ‘The full list of officers chosen at that time comprised the
following names:

~

. K. Grand Commander.

. E. Deputy Grand Commander.
. Grand Generalissimo.

. Grand Captain-General.

. Grand Prelate.

. Grand Senior Warden.

. Grand Junior Warden.

. Grand Treasurer.

. Grand Recorder.

. Grand Standard Bearer.

. Grand Sword Bearer.

. Grand Warder.

. Grand Captain of Guards.

Sir IrvING M. SmiTH, East Saginaw,
Sir L. C. STArRkEY, Kalamazoo,
Sir O. L. SPAULDING, St. Johns,
Sir E. I. GARFIELD, Detroit,

Sir A. J. Davis, Lansing,

Sir L. H. RanpALL, Grand Rapids,
Sir S. C. RanNDpALL, Flint,

Sir M. S. SmiTH, Detroit,

Sir Wm. P. InnEs, Grand Rapids,
Sir K. M. STEvVENSs, Fenton, '
Sir C. E. Grissox, St. Johns,

Sir R. H. MORRISON, Sturgis,

Sir W. V. GrIFrITH, Detroit,

bt P ot ed Pt Bt Bl g bt Bt 4
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SKETCH OF IRVING M. SMITH.

Irving M. Smith, was born in the township of Amherst, Erie
County, New York, February 1st, 1832. In 1837 his parents removed
to the township of Hartland, in Livingston County, in this State, and
his home was with them until 1857, at which time he settled in Ma-
comb County, where he read law and was admitted to the bar. In 1862
he removed to East Saginaw, where he resided and practiced his pro-
fession until the illness which caused his death. He died at the house
of his sister, in Detroit, on the third day of April, 1876.

He was returning from a southern trip—journey a recommended
by his physician, he having been in poor health for some months, and
on reaching his sister’s house, was staying a few days, until he should
feel sufficiently rested and refreshed to go to his home in East Saginaw.
His condition at this time was not such as to occasion any alarm, but
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at an early hour on the morning of April third, he was taken suddenly
worse, and in a few hours breathed his last, even before his relatives
and friends could be summoned to his bedside.

His remains were escorted to the depot in Detroit by Detroit Com-
mandery, No. 1, who also kindly detailed a number of Knights to ac-
company the remains, as bearers, to Fentonville, where they were taken
for burial. ‘The funeral rites were performed by the Grand Command-
ery, assisted by St. Bernard, Genesee Valley, Bay City, Corunna
and Fenton Commanderies. Past Grand Commander Smith was taken
while but little more than half-way on life’s journey. His sun went
down while it was yet noon, he dying at the age of 44 years.

He received the Order of Knight Templar in St. Bernard Com-
mandery, No. 16, Dec. 21, 1866. He was elected E. C. of St. Bernard
Commandery, and installed as such May 1st, 1868, and re-elected from
year to year, retiring from that office on the second of May, 1873. He
was elected and installed as Grand Commander of Knights Templar of
the State of Michigan, in June, 1871, and discharged the duties of that
office with promptness and fidelity. At Baltimore, in 1871, he was
elected and installed as Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Encamp-
ment of K. T. of the United States. To those who knew him best no
words of commendation need be added. His pleasant social qualities,
his strict integrity, his charitable disposition, his high regard for
TruTH, which “above all things beareth the victory,” his systematic
and prompt business habits, his zeal as a Templar and his love for our
Order, were known to all of his companions and alike appreciated and
respected.

£
# &

After the installation of officers at the annual in 1871, Sirs William
Barclay and Oliver Bourke were made honorary life members of the
Grand Commandery, in consideration of their long and eminently
valuable services.

The Grand Officers were provided with a new set of Jewels at a
cost of a little more than one thousand dollars.

An unsuccessful attempt was made to secure an edict making the
degrees of Royal and Select Master a pre-requisite to receiving the
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Orders of Knighthood. This has been attempted several times since
but has always failed of adoption.

*
* *

The eighteenth triennial conclave of the Grand Encampment of
the United States was held in September of this year, in Baltimore,
Maryland. The Grand Commandery of Michigan was represented by
Grand Commander Smith; Sir A. T. Metcalf as proxy for the Deputy
Grand Commander; Sir Oliver L. Spaulding Grand Generalissimo, with
Past Grand Commanders Benjamin Porter, Theron A. Flower, and
John L. Mitchell. A large number of Michigan Knights accompanied
the officers of the Grand Commandery, Detroit Commandery, No. 1,
going as special escort.

Their reception and entertainment in Baltimore, by the Sir Knights
of Maryland, and particularly by the Commanderies of Baltimore, were
characterized by the most unbounded liberality and the most generous
hospitality. '

Although visiting Baltimore, the head quarters of the Michigan
Sir Knights were located at the City of Washington, and, upon arrival
in that city, the entire membership of the order in the District of Co-
lumbia, awaited their coming, by whom they were received and wel-
comed to that city in a most cordial and affectionate manner, and es-
corted with knightly courtesies to head quarters.

One of the most interesting events during the visit to Baltimore,
was the Grand Parade and Review, which occurred on the 21st of Sep-
tember, in which it is estimated that not less than ten thousand Sir
Knights, from every part of the United States, participated; every
Michigan Sir Knight may justly be proud of the fact that the prize
awarded to the most soldierly-appearing and best drilled Commandery
upon that occasion, was fairly won and brought home to our own Pe-
ninsular State, by Michigan’s Banner Commandery, Detroit, No. 1.

EJ
*® &

The spirit which animated masonic hearts this year, to relieve the
sufferers from the severe fires which prevailed in this state, reached the
hearts of Templars as well as Blue Lodge Masons, and near the close of
that year Grand Commander Smith received one hundred and sixty
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dollars for this purpose from Washington Commandery, No. 1, Hart-
ford, Connecticut, accompanied with a most fraternal letter of sympathy.

No new Commanderies were formed in 1871. The Sir Knights in
Three Rivers and Alpena petitioned for dispensations, but the Grand
Commandery declined to grant them. At the next meeting of the
Grand Commandery a charter was granted the Sir Knights at Three
Rivers, and Three Rivers Commandery took its place among the work-
ing bodies of this state.

MASONRY IN THE YEAR 1872.

The Grand Lodge Officers elected for the year 1872 were:

HeNrRY CHAMBERLAIN, Three Oaks, M. W. Grand Master.

Hucu McCurpy, Corunna, R. W. Deputy Grand Master.
WiLLiaM DuxuaMm, Manistee, R. W. S. Grand Warden.

D. W. CLEMMER, Dowagiac, R. W. J. Grand Warden.
Rurrs W. LANDON, Niles, R. W. Grand Treasurer.
JamEes FENTON, Detroit, R. W. Grand Secretary.
Hrxry M. Look, Pontiac, R. W. G. Visitor and Lecturer.
MarTHEW H. MAYNARD, Marquette, D. D. G. M. for Upper Peninsula.
AMMI M. LeEwis, Detroit, M. Rev. Grand Chaplain.
WiLriam FirTzGERALD, East Saginaw, W. Grand Architect.

ArTHUR M. CrLark, Lexington, W. S. Grand Deacon.

Joux E. CursHorM, Marshall, W. J. Grand Deacon.

Jon~ S. HookEkRr, Lowell, Grand Marshal.

Cuas. J. KruGERr, Grand Rapids, Grand Sword Bearer.

GEORGE N. MEAD, South Camden, Grand Pursuivant.
ALEXANDER MCGREGOR, Detroit, Grand Steward and Tyler.

Not the least in importance among them asonic events of the year
1872 was the work of the Grand Master and his Grand Officers at the
unveiling and dedication of the Michigan Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Monument in Detroit.

On the ninth day of April, pursuant to an invitation from the
Monument Association, Grand Master Chamberlain summoned the
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Grand Officers and requested the attendance of the craft to participate
in the ceremonies.

The people of Michigan, without distinction of party or creed,
having erected this enduring memorial to their sons and brothers who
had gallantly fought and so many of whom had fallen to maintain the
integrity of our government, the presence of the Masonic Fraternity,
one of whose cardinal principles is to be true to our government and just
to our country, was eminently proper on such an occasion.

The day proved a most propitious one and a vast concourse of
people assembled to participate in and to witness these solemn
ceremonies. An imposing parade of military companies, remnants of
Michigan regiments, officers of the United States Army and Navy,
State and Municipal officers, fire companies, civic and benevolent
societies, together with fifteen Commanderies of Knights Templar,
whose waving plumes and glittering swords added brilliancy to the
pageant, won the admiration of the admiring thousands there assembled
to do honor to our fallen soldiers.

The people being assembled on the Campus, the monument was
unveiled, when the Grand Master, after delivering a brief and appro-
priate address, dedicated the monument with the ceremonies of Free-
masonry, closing the services in these words:

And in the name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons of the State of Michigan, I do solemnly dedicate this monument to the

memory of the gallant living and the honored dead—the soldiers and sailors of
Michigan.

*
* *

SKETCH OF HENRY CHAMBERLAIN,

GRAND MASTER, 1872.

Henry Chamberlain was born at Pembroke, New Hampshire,
March 17, 1824. His parents were Moses Chamberlain, son of Major
Moses Chamberlain and Rebecca Abbot his wife, of London, and Mary
Foster, daughter of Abiel Foster, Esq. and Susannah Moore his wife,
of Canterbury, N. H.
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Their ancestors were of the sturdy yeomanry who settled in the
Colony’ of Massachusetts Bay early in the seventeenth century, and
among them were those who were eminent in civil and military affairs
in colonial times and in the revolutionary period.

The father of the subject of this article was a merchant and
farmer, as in his time, almost every man in the country and villages,
whatever his principal occupation might be, was to some extent a
tiller of the soil.

The school education of Henry was very limited. Up to his
twelfth year he attended the district school for a few months in each
year and was later a student at the academy in his native town for

six months.

In 1836 the father with his family removed to Concord, the capitol
of the State, and continued his mercantile business until 1843, during
which time the son was a clerk in his store.

In 1843 the family moved to Berrien county, Michigan, where the
elder Chamberlain and his son engaged in clearing and working a
farm. In 1850 the son removed to what is now the village of Three
Oaks, then a wilderness, and commenced to clear up a farm and in
1854 engaged in mercantile business which was continued until 1880.
For a few years longer he managed a large farm, when he retired from
active business and work, except to improve a few hundred acres of
land, in which he is now employed.

Mr. Chamberlain was elected Supervisor of his township when he
had attained the age of twenty-one years and fifteen days, and was re-
elected for the succeeding three years, the last time by a unanimous
vote of all the electors. He served as a Supervisor between 1845 and
1868 about thirteen terms. Was for many years a justice of the peace
and has held-many of the offices in the township, village and school
district in which he lives. In 1848 he was elected a Representative to
the State Legislature and served during the session of 1849, and
declined a re-nomination. In 1853 he was appointed a mail route
agent on the Mich. C. R. R. and resigned in 1855. Was postmaster
at Three Oaks for many years. He was appointed in 1883 a member
of the State Board of Agriculture which has charge of the Michigan
A riculturl College, which position he yet holds. Was a member of
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the Semi-Centennial Commission of 1885. Has held a commission as a
Notary Public for forty-seven years.

In 1864 he was the candidate of his party for State Senator; in
1866 for member of the Constitutional Convention; in 1868, 1870 and
1876 for member of Congress from the south west district of Michigan;
in 1874 for Governor; but in each case for lack of votes failed to be
elected, but at each election polled more than his party vote. Has
three times received the vote of his party in the State Legislature for
United States Senator. Has been a delegate to many of the State
Conventions of his party, and to National Conventions.

He was entered, passed, and raised to the degree of a Master
Mason in St. Joseph Valley Lodge, No. 4, at Niles, in 1854, and has
received the several degrees and orders in the Chapter, Council and
Commandry in the city of Niles.

In November 1867 he was appointed as Master of a Lodge, under
dispensation, at Three Oaks, and in January, 1868 was elected Master
of the same Lodge, known as Three Oaks Lodge, No. 239.

In January, 1869, he first sat in the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
as a representative of a Lodge. In 1871 was chairman of Committee
on Masonic law and in the same year was elected Deputy Grand Master.
In 1872 was elected Grand Master and served for the year ending Jan-
uary, 1873, and positively declined a re-election. As Grand Master he
gave most of his time for the year to the duties of his office, visiting
many of the Lodges and meeting most of the Masters and Secretaries
of the Lodges in the Grand Jurisdiction. He appointed and presided
over the committee which revised the Grand Lodge Constitution and
drafted the Regulations and By-Laws now in force and gave to this
work much time and consideration, and as adopted by the Grand Lodge, |
in the main, agree with his opinion of the Masonic law.

He made a very large number of decisions during his term but as
most of them were on questions upon which there is no difference of
opinion among intelligent Masons they were not reported to the Grand
Lodge, but he decided some contested questions and his decisions are
now regarded as sound masonic law.

His decision by which he reversed an edict of the Grand Lodge
then in force, that it was not Masonry to tax Masons for charitable pur-
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poses was sustained by the Grand Lodge and has continued to be the
law of the Michigan Grand Lodge up to this time.

Mr. Chamberlain is a man of general information and has
given much thought and study to masonic, economic, agricultural and
political questions. He has a large acquaintance with the people of
Michigan and has made many addresses in almost every part of the
state upon some one of the subjects of his thought and study.

He has known nearly every man who has been prominent in the
affairs of the state since its admission into the Union, and has had a
personal acquaintance with all the Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge,
with two exceptions, and including the eminent statesman and patriot
who served the first Grand Lodge in 1826.

*
* *

On the thirteenth day of August, Brother Hugh McCurdy, Dep-
uty Grand Master, acting as proxy for the Grand Master, laid the
corner-stone of a new city hall in Port Huron, after which he delivered an
eloquent address. The occasion was one of rare interest to the citizens
of that enterprising place, and the building erected upon the corner-
stone then laid, a commodious and tasteful one, served the purpose for
which it was constructed for nearly a quarter of a century, when it was
reconstructed and enlarged to meet the increased demands of that
growing municipality.

Three lodges were burned out in this year, vizz Grand Haven
Lodge, No. 139, on February 2d; Farmington Lodge, No. 151, on Oc-
tober gth; and Rockford Lodge, No. 246, on December 3oth.

Grand Master Chamberlain made official visits to thirty-two lodges
and inspected the records of over two hundred and forty, giving much
valuable instruction to the lodges and their officers. He devoted al-
most his entire time for the vear to the duties pertaining to his office,
and under his fostering care the craft enjoyed a year of prosperity.

He granted dispensations for five new lodges, located at Hersey,
Watervliet, Hartford, North Branch, and Whitehall, the ome at
Watervliet being named Henry Chamberlain Lodge in his homor. In
reporting these dispensations to the Grand Lodge, he acknowledged
a doubt as to whether more than two of them should have been granted,
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so he seems to have made the average right by arresting the charters of
three lodges for wrong conduct on the part of the officers or members.

These were Tawas City Lodge, No. 302, Hamilton Lodge, No.
113, and Gaines Loodge, No. 249. The charters were subsequently re-
stored to the first two, but Gaines Loodge has never been permitted to
resume work.

*
* *

Brother Truman H. Lyon, who was Deputy Grand Master in
1857, and who, for many years, was one the best exemplars and bright-
est ornaments of Masonry in this jurisdiction, died in Grand Rapids
on the fourteenth day of September, 1872. He was born in Vermont
in the year 1801, passed the years of his youth in the state of New

York, and came to Michigan in 1837, the year it was admitted as a
state.

As Judge, legislator, business man, citizen and Mason, he was
true to his trusts, faithful to his engagements, and intelligent and
honorable in all things. Those who knew him best loved and respect-
ed him most; hence it is not surprising that within the mystic circle of
masouic association, he drew to himself, as by hooks of steel, the hearts
of all who love the true, kind-hearted helpfulness and brotherly faith-
fulness of a genuine masonic spirit.

During the year 1872 the membership of the lodges increased to
twenty-four thousand six hundred and twenty-two, and the cash re-
ceipts were $7,774.75.

*
* *

ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.

Several important matters received attention at the annual convo-
cation of the Grand Chapter in 1872. 'The idea of organized masonic
charity was beginning to receive attention, and the setting aside of the
surplus funds for this purpose was strongly urged by some of the en-
thusiastic craftsmen. At this time there was less than six hundred
dollars in the treasury of the Grand Chapter, but this was thought to
be sufficient to form the nucleus of a fund that would grow into some-
thing great and grand in the future. Accordingly Companion William
Walker, of St. Johns, brought this matter before the Grand Chapter in
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the following preamble and resolution, looking to the establlshment
of a Masonic Widows’ and Orphans’ Home

WHEREAS, The subject of the disposition and investment of the funds accu-
mulating from year to year of this and other Grand Bodies, and their financial condi-
tion, is one of great and growing interest to the whole fraternity of this Grand Juris-
diction; and

WHEREAS, The building of a Masonic Temple for the use of the Grand Bodies
would be a very commendable enterprise, or perhaps what would be still more con-
ducive to the benefits of humanity at large, and our fraternity in particular, an
asylum as a home for widows, or a school for the orphans of those companions or
brothers who have borne the heat and burden of the day and at the command
of the Grand Architect, have laid by the working tools of the craft, and have gone
from labor on earth to refreshment in a happier clime; and

WHEREAS, This has been a subject of deep thought and anxiety by many of
the learned and wise of the fraternity for years that are past, and the best manner
of husbanding our means and curtailing the expenses of our Grand Bodies within
reasonable bounds, which is a subject of vital importance to the interests of all bodies
of men; therefore

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed to take the whole sub-
ject of funds and finances under consideration, and report thereon at their earliest
convenience, and before the election of the officers of this Grand Body for the en-
suing year.

The committee to whom this matter was referred reported as fol-
lows:

The subject of the disposition of the funds of this Grand Body (in connection
with those of the Grand Lodge) has long been a source of deep interest to the com-
panions and brothers of this whole jurisdiction, and the endowment of a school for
the education of the orphans of our beloved companions and brothers who have
passed to the other shore, or an asylum for the widows, left to buffet with poverty
and sickness in their declining years, would seem a fit subject for the deliberations
of this Grand Body.

In furtherance of the object above named, your committee would respectfully
recommend the appointment of a select committee of three companions of this Grand’
Body, eminent for their philanthropy and learning, to act in conjunction with a like
comimittee of three or five, to be appointed by the Grand Lodge (if in their wisdom
they should see fit to co-operate in this laudable undertaking), to sit during the re- .
cess of this Grand Body, to devise some plan to carry into effect the above proposed
object in the most feasible manner possible; and to that end they be authorized to
draw a bill to be submitted to this Grand Body at its next Annual Convocation,
and, if approved by them, then to be presented to the Legislature to be enacted in-
to a law for the government of such institution as may be thought most expedient
for the good of our beloved order.
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The committee to whom this matter was committed for the next
year was “‘the three Williams,”—William L. Webber, William P. Innes,
and William L. Greenly.

At the annual meeting of the Grand Lodge, held the following
week, Companion Walker presented the same matter, but the com-
mittee to whom it was referred reported adversely to engaging in any
such undertaking, on account of the low state of the finances of that
body, and nothing farther was done about the matter at that time. It
was left to future years, and to other hands, to take up the ideas here
advanced, and by developing the plan here outlined in embryo, to give
to the fraternity in this state, that grand monument to Masonic char-
ity, the Michigan Masonic Home, which is made the subject of a spe-
cial chapter later in this work.

It is worthy of note that of the three Williams named above as
composing the Grand Chapter committee, two of them were destined to
be actively connected with the Masonic Home in later years. William
P. Innes was its efficient Secretary during the struggles and triumphs
of its erection and equipment, that service ending only at his death,
and when the masonic Grand Bodies jointly assumed the ownership
and control of the Home, William L. Webber became one of the most
valuable members of the Board of Control, representing, with two
others, the interests of the Grand Chapter in the Home.

* * *

The officers chosen to have charge of the Royal Craft for the
year 1872 were: .

M. E. LEoNARD H. RaNDALL, Grand Rapids, Grand High Priest.

R. E. JouN W. FINCH, Adrian, Deputy Grand High Priest.
R. E. ALFRED 1. SAWYER, Monroe, Grand King. .
R. E. JEx ]J. BARDWELL, Detroit, Grand Scribe.
R. E. J. EAsTMAN JOHNSON, Centreville, Grand Secretary.
R. E. Rurus W. LANDON, Niles, Grand Treasurer.
R. E. REv. WiLLIAM STOWE, Port Huron, Grand Chaplain.
R. E. RiICHARD ROWLAND, Detroit, Grand Captain of the Host.
R. E. CHARLES J. KRUGER, Grand Rapids, Grand Principal Sojourner.
R. E. LiBerTY H. BaILEY, South Haven, Grand Royal Arch Captain.
R. E. STILMAN BLANCHARD, Tecumseh, Grand Lecturer.

E. EDWIN SAUNDERS, Saginaw City, Grand Master 3d. Veil.

E. Davip C. SPAULDING, Lyons, Grand Master 2d. Veil.

E. EpwIN M. DOANE, Adrian, Grand Master 1st Veil.
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Only two new Chapters were organized in this year, they being
at Pinckney and Grand Haven. The first of these only survived for
six years, when it surrendered its charter and ceased to exist.

The year was a quiet and uneventful one, but there was a steady
growth in membership, which, at the end of the year was six thousand
two hundred and eighty.

*
* *

TEMPLAR MASONRY.

There were at this time twenty-eight Commanderies in this ju-
risdiction, having a combined membership of sixteen hundred and sev-
enty-two. Detroit, No. 1, had the largest, with one hundred and sev-
enty-seven; Pontiac No. 2, Adrian, No. 4, Peninsular, No. 8, Jackson,
No. 9, and Columbia No. 18, were the only other ones numbering as
many as one hundred members; thirteen more had a membership of
fifty or over, the other ten had less than fifty.

The officers elected for that Templar year were:

R. E. Sir O. L. SPAULDING, St. Johns, R. E. Grand Commander.
V. E. Sir E. I. GARFIELD, Detroit, V. E. Deputy Grand Commander.
E. Sir L. H. RanNnpALL, Grand Rapids, Grand Generalissimo.

E. Sir S. S. MATHEWS, Pontiac, Grand Captain General.
E. REv. A. J. Davrs, Lansing, Grand Prelate.

E. Sir S. C. RanpaLL, Flint, Grand Senior Warden.

E. Sir R. J. CARNEY, Bay City, Grand Junior Warden.

E. Sir M. S. SmrTH, Detroit, Grand Treasurer.

E. Sir WM. P. INNEs, Grand Rapids, Grand Recorder.

E. Sir C. E. GrissoN, St. Johns, Grand Standard Bearer.
E. Sir R. H. MORRISON, Sturgis, Grand Sword Bearer.

E. Sir EDWARD S. BROWNSON, Marshall, Grand Warder.

E. Sir ALEx. MCGREGOR, Detroit, Grand Captain of Guards.

A sketch of the life and services of Grand Commander Spaulding
will be found in another place in connection with his work as Grand
Master. During his year as Grand Commander he granted a dispen-
sation for a new Commandery at Marquette, the first one to be organ-
ized in the upper peninsula.

Alexander McGregor was elected Grand Sentinel this year and com-
menced that long and faithful service in that capacity which so en-
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deared him to his brothers and fraters in Michigan, and which ter-
minated only when he finally sheathed his shining sword and entered
into the blessed asylum above. The high esteem in which this be-
loved Sir Knight was held throughout all Michigan, makes it most
fitting that his well known features should be preserved in this volume,
and a brief sketch of his life and labors recorded amoug those with
whom he lived and labored.

ALEXANDER McGREGOR. VY

Alexander McGregor was born at Perthshire, Scotland, in 1830,
and came to Detroit in 1857. In 1858, in Ashlar Lodge, No. 91, he
became a Master Mason, and in 1863 received the Royal Arch degree in
Peninsular Chapter, No. 16. He took the Council degrees in Monroe
Council, No. 1, received the orders of knighthood in Detroit Command-
ery No. 1, in 1871, and the ineffable degrees of the A. A. Scottish Rite
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in the Michigan Sovereign Consistory in 1877, and the same year was
made a member of the Mystic Shrine, Moslem Temple of Detroit.

He was the custodian of the old Masonic Temple on Congress
street, from the time it was dedicated to masonry. For more than
thirty-five years he was Tiler of the same Lodge, and at times of all
the lodges of the city. He was Sentinel for the Chapter since 1863, and
Sentinel for the Council and Commandery since 1871. In 1872 he
was elected Grand Tiler of the Grand Lodge, and Grand Sentinel of
the Grand Commandery. In 1883 he was chosen Grand Sentinel of
the Grand Chapter and Grand Council. All of these positiens he
filled with fidelity and zeal to the time of his death.

For the place he occupied he was singularly constituted and fitted,
his memory of faces and names was marvelous; when a new member
made his first appearance at the outer door McGregor seemed to take
an inventory of the man, and though he might not come again for
“several years, the Sentinel would call him by name and locate him
from where he first hailed. He could probably call more masons by
name than any other man in Michigan, by reason of his being Grand
Tiler of the Grand Lodge, and Grand Sentinel of the Grand Chapter
and Grand Sentinel of the Grand Commandery of K. T. of Michigan.
He came in contact with more masons than any other man unless it
was the Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge.

Many years ago he was dubbed by the fraternity as “Alec,” not
from any disrespect but from that feeling of kinship or close friendship
that permits liberties of this kind; the old and the young called him
‘“Alec.” He was a young old man and felt as much complimented in
being called “Alec” as he ever did in being called “Companion” or
“Sir Knight.”

He did not aspire to great positions, nor to do great things, but he
did aspire, and his ambition knew no bounds to do the smallest duty
assigned to him so well that it was beyond criticism.

He was chaste and pure in language, no obscene word or doubtful
jest ever escaping his lips. Every man’s character was safe in his
keeping.

He was a consistent member of the Presbyterian Church, and an
earnest, conscientious christian gentleman.
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His death occurred at his home in the city of Detroit, August 2,
1896. His funeral obsequies were conducted by the Grand Lodge,
Deputy Grand Master Lou B. Winsor conducting the ceremonies, and
on August 4, 1896, his mortal remains were laid to rest beneath the
soil in the beautiful shade of Elmwood cemetery. Well was it said of
him: “the ever-whispering breezes may sing his requiem among the
elms that overshadow the spot where his mortal remains repose; flowers
may be strewn upon his grave and diffuse sweet fragrance all around;
a costly monument of marble or granite may be erected to his memory
by the kindly hands of his heart-stricken family; but his sweetest re-
quiem will be the genuine expressions of regret over his absence from
us; the choicest flowers will be the many kind words that will be spok-
en of him by his brethren as they miss him from his post; and his
grandest monument will be erected in the hearts of his brethren as they
recount his virtues. To his family he left a heritage more to be
prized than riches; he left the record of a pure life and spotless reputa-
tion.” '

*
* *
On the nineteenth of September a Templar re-union and parade
was held at Grand Rapids, the Grand Commandery and a number of its
subordinates being the guests of DeMolai, No. 5, of that city. Most

of the Grand Officers were present, and sixteen subordinate Command-
eries, as follows:

Adrian, No. 4; DeMolai, No. 5; Port Huron, No. 7; Jackson, No.
9; Ionia, No. 11; Niles, No. 12; Marshall, No. 17; Columbia, No. 19;
Corunna, No. 21; Muskegon, No. 22; Pilgrim, No. 23; St. Johns, No.
24; Lansing, No. 25; Bay City, No. 26; and Three Rives, No. 29.

The march of these Commanderies to the Union Fair Grounds,
each headed by its band of music, with banners gaily catching the
breeze, a thousand Sir Knights strong, with waiving plumes and swords
glancing back the sunshine of that bright September day, was a sight
not likely to be forgotten by any whose good fortune it was to behold it.

At the Fair Grounds a collation was served by DeMolai Command-
ery, and the Commanderies were reviewed by the Grand Comiander
in the presence of at least 20,000 spectators.

Later in the day an elegant and sumptuous banquet was provided
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by the hospitable fraters of DeMolai, No. 5, which terminated one of the
pleasantest Templar meetings ever held in Michigan to that date.
* * *
The first Past Grand Commander to sheath his sword and enter
into the presence of his Lord and Master was Sir Francis Darrow, who
died on April twelfth of this year. The Grand Commandery at its

next meeting took proper notice of this sad event and a fitting me-
morial was adopted.

This Templar year was a harmonious and prosperous one. The
thirty Commanderies dubbed and created two hundred and twenty-nine
Sir Knights; thus making a substantial increase in the army of knight-
ly soldiers.

MASONRY IN THE YEAR 1873.

At the annual communication of the Grand Lodge in 1873, the
following officers were elected and installed for that year:

HucH McCurpy, Corunna, M. W. Grand Master.
Wu. L. WEBBER, East Saginaw, R. W. Deputy Grand Master.
D. W. CLEMMER, Dowagiac, ‘“  Senior Grand Warden.
A. M. CLARK, Lexington, ‘“  Junior Grand Warden.
R. W. LaANDON, Niles, ‘¢ Grand Treasurer.
F. Prart, M. D., Kalamazoo, ‘ Grand Secretary.
HenNry M. Look, Pontiac, ‘“  Grand Lecturer.
E. Ray CrLARk, New Haven, ‘“  Grand Chaplain.
Tnomas Rix, Dowagiac, W.  Senior Grand Deacon.
GEeo. N. Meap, Camden, ‘ Junior Grand Deacon.
N. HAMILTON, Buchanan, ¢ Grand Marshal.
ALEX. MCGREGOR, Detroit, Bro. Grand Tiler.

-

After a service extending over a period of twenty-six years, Broth-
er James Fenton was retired from the office of Grand Secretary and
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Brother Foster Pratt of Kalamazoo was elected to that position. One
hundred and fifty dollars were appropriated to procure a testimonial to
Brother Fenton of the regard of the Grand Lodge, and a committee was
appointed to procure the same.

At this session of the Grand Lodge, a general revision of the Con-
stitution, Regulations and By-Laws, which had been prepared by a
committee specially named for that purpose, was adopted and the same
has remained the foundation of Masonic Law in this jurisdiction for
more than twenty years, few changes having been made therein. This
code of laws was the result of much study and consultation by the
able committee having it in charge, and that it has served the wants of
this large jurisdiction for so many years with so few changes, is a mon-
ument to the pains-taking labor expended upon it by the committee.
This constitution and code of laws, being readily accessible to all in the
“Blue Book,” or Masonic Law of Michigan, is not re-produced here as
the older ones have been.

Among the visitors at this meeting of the Grand Lodge was Broth-
er John Farrar, then over eighty years of age and a Master Mason for
fifty-eight years. What a satisfaction it must have been to this venera-
ble brother to behold the growth and progress of that institution, in the
planting of which he had borne so conspicuous a part. Forty-seven
years before, when in manhood’s prime, he assisted in organizing the
first Grand Lodge in this state. Fifteen years later we find him among
those faithful and zealous workers who took up the long unused and
rusty working tools of the craft, awoke into new life the slumbering
fires of Masonry, and formed the second Grand ILodge of Michigan.
And when it became necessary to re-construct the edifice then erected,
we again find him among the toilers, assisting in organizing the pres-
ent Grand Lodge. All three of the Grand Lodges in this state had
felt his influence and received wisdom from his council, and all had
honored him with official positions, never sought, but their duties ever
faithfully performed. How his heart must have swelled with pride as
he was escorted to the East at this annual meeting, and looked into the
numerous faces of those who were building upon the foundations his
hands had helped to lay so deep and strong. Well might he have ex-
claimed with the aged Simeon, in the Temple, “Lord, now lettest thou
thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation.”
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Just one year later this loved and honored brother was summoned
to the Supreme Lodge on high, there to receive the reward of a well-
spent life.

*
% *

SKETCH OF HUGH McCURDY.

GRAND MASTER, 1873.

Hugh McCurdy was born in Hamilton, Lanarkshire, Scotland,
December 22, 1829. When only eight years of age he emigrated with
his parents to the United States, and settled for the time at Birmingham,
Michigan, which the people of the east regarded as the very frontier of
American civilization. The sturdy Scotch character that has since
stood the man in such good stead was apparent even in the tender lad.
His first stroke for fortune was made in the humble capacity of cooper’s
apprentice. He had early learned the old lesson of doing with his
might whatsoever his hand found to do, and his work as a cooper very
soon began to take on those special qualities of excellence which have
since peculiarly distinguished all his “work’ in a field with which the
readers of this sketch are too well acquainted to render explanation
necessary. He worked with unceasing diligence and faithfulness so
long as the business in which he was employed gave hope of any good
results for the future. It so chanced that certain broad-minded men
who were then prominent in that part of the Territory had taken note
of this sturdy lad, and by their countenance (though he did not ask
for pecuniary aid) he found, or rather made, an opportunity to lay the
corner-stone of an education. With that purpose dominating his every
hope, he enrolled himself among the pupils of J. R. Corson, who had a
select school at Birmingham. While pursuing his rudimentary studies
there he attracted the notice of Dr. E. Raynale, who had in some way in-
formed himself of the ambitious student’s pluck and perseverence, and
who later persuaded him that the law was the field in which he ought
to sow his best efforts if he would reap any commensurate harvest.
The thought was audacious! To be a lawyer in those days, and to
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reach that eminence of respectability, starting from the foot with little
to back his suit, might have appalled most lads. But not so HucH
McCurpy. His hardy ancestry, his own indomitable courage, and the
chance that America gives to every son of toil, were enough for him to
begin with, and he began the ascent without a doubt of final triumph.
There was within his soul sufficient of the ¢go to make all possible
things seem possible to him, and he very soon gave evidence that he
had not overrated his capacity to do and to endure. While yet a
student of the law he kept his fortunes moving by divers means. One
of his employments was as freight agent at Birmingham of the old
Detroit and Pontiac Railroad, when strap rails were in vogue and rail-
roading was indeed a primitive science. In 1847 he had so far advanced
in general acquirements that he was chosen to teach the village school
in Birmingham, and during the following year he held a like employ-
ment in the neighboring village of Royal Oak. In addition to his work
of teaching he took up the classics with C. G. Brownell as guide and
tutor. Later, with the little money he had saved out of his scanty
salary, he bought the necessary books, and after surmounting what
sometimes seemed insuperable obstacles, he found himself actually dom-
iciled at the Romeo Academy. Here was an achievement indeed!
Hope gave new strength to ambition’s wing, and the now thoroughly
aroused student made so good use of his precious academical opportuni-
ties that he soon mastered the curriculum and bade adieu to his latest
love. His next step was as a regular student in the office of the
distinguished law firm of Baldwin & Draper of Pontiac. In 1854 he
was admitted to the Bar of Michigan, and his whole life since that
crowning event of his tentative period has been marked by successive
victories over fortune. It is a part of this personal history that S. Dow
Elwood, now cashier of the Wayne County Savings Bank in Detroit,
(but in 1854 the leading law stationer of Michigan,) sold our subject
the nucleus of his fine law library. Mr. Elwood’s attention was called
to the incident recently. He remembers it perfectly and said to the
writer: “Yes, I sold Hugh his first shelf of law books and took his
word that they would be paid for. He was an utter stranger to me,
but there was that in his bearing—a frankness and manliness of speech,
and altogether a determined, hopeful and confident view of life in what
he said and in his manner of saying it—that I never had the slightest
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doubt of his honesty or of his ultimate ability to pay. I need not say
that mine was one of the first debts he discharged after clients began
to find out the value of his professional services.”

He had, meanwhile, with characteristic foresight, taken ‘“a long
look ahead,” and with the extension northward of the railroad, (now the
Detroit, Grand Haven and Milwaukee,) he moved to Corunna, the
capital of Shiawassee county, where he has lived continuously since he
first pitched his tent there and set up his household goods. He has won
material fortune, lives in elegant refinement, still enjoys a lucrative
practive, and so far as one may guess has little left to be desired in the
way of earth’s rewards for work well done—for fidelity to personal and
professional trusts, and for a genial benevolence that never wearies in
the good and kindly offices of humanity.

Shortly after his removal to Corunna the office of prosecuting
attorney became vacant by resignation of the incumbent, and Judge
Green appointed young McCurDY to fill the vacancy. In the fall of
1856 he was nominated by the democratic convention for prosecuting
attorney and elected by a handsome majority. In 1860 he received the
nomination of his party for judge of probate, and although the county
gave a majority for Lincoln and the republican state and county
ticket, Mr. McCURDY ran more than a thousand ahead of his party vote
and was elected by a large majority. He was elected to the state senate
in 1864, and immediately took rank as one of the most active and
influential members of that body. Although the county of Shiawassee
has been a strong republican county ever since 1856, yet Mr. McCURDY
was again elected prosecuting attorney in 1874. For many years he
has been a member of the board of supervisors from a strong republican
ward—frequently elected without opposition—both parties nominating
him. In 1865 Judge McCuRrDY established the First National Bank of
Corunna, of which he was president from its organization down to 1873,
when he sold out his stock and withdrew from the business.

Some years ago when his name was before the people in an im-
portant and significant political canvas, these words were written of
him by a fellow townsman with whose political opinions he had always
been at variance: ‘“The writer of these lines has known HucH Mc
Curpy intimately for over thirty years, and has had every opportunity
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to judge of his character in all that pertains to the true elements of
citizenship. In the profession of the law he stands at the head of the
bar, and in scholastic attainments, acquired under the most severe pri-
vations, he also takes rank among the foremost. No meritorious per-
son ever applied to him for personal relief and was turned away
without assistance; for no man ever had a heart that beat in warmer
sympathy with his fellows. Such are the traits and characteristics of
HucH McCurpy, and such are the personal qualifications of this truly
self-made man.”

His Masonic life covers a period of nearly fifty years, he having
been initiated in Birmingham Lodge, No. 44, on August 5, 1850. Ten
days later he was passed and raised to the degree of Master Mason.

In the year 1859 he organized Corunna Lodge, No. 115, was its
first Master and served in that office for six successive years.

He received the Chapter degrees in Washington Chapter, No. 15,
at Flint, and was exalted to the Holy Royal Arch, February 5, 1864.
He established Corunna Chapter, No. 33, January 10, 1865, and was its
first High Priest, in which chair he remained for six consecutive years.

January 12, 1869, he was elected Grand King of the Grand Chap-
ter of Royal Arch Masons of Michigan. January 12, 1870, he was
elected Deputy Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons. January 10, 1871, he was elected Grand High Priest of the
Grand Chapter.

January 10, 1872, he was elected Deputy Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge, F. & A. M, of Michigan. January 17, 1873, he was
unanimously elected Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, something
which had never before occurred. The total number of votes cast was
832. October 2, 1873, he laid the corner stone of the new State Capitol
at Lansing.

He received the Orders of the Temple in Fenton Commandery,
No. 14, at Fentonville, March 13, 1866. June 2, 1875, he was elected
Grand Generalissimo of the Grand Commandery of Michigan. June
7, 1876, he was elected Deputy Grand Commander. May 9, 1877, he
was elected Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand Command-
ery of Michigan.

December 18, 1866, he received the Council degrees of Royal and
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Select Master in St. Johns Council, No. 21, at St. Johns, Michigan.
January 17, 1875, he instituted a Council of Royal and Select Masters
in Corunna, was its first Thrice Illustrious Master, and continued to so
serve that Council for eight years. January 21, 1879, he was elected
Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council of Royal and
Select Masters.

December 19, 1866, he received the Consistory degrees in Detroit
Consistory.

November 18, 1873, he received the 33rd degree and was created
an honorary member of the Supreme Council of the Ancient and Ac-
cepted Scottish Rite for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the U. S.
at Chicago. September 18, 1879, he was appointed Grand Marshal of
the Camp in the Supreme Council, which office he continued to hold
until September 27, 1883. September 27, 1883, he was elected and
crowned an Active Member of the Supreme Council ad vitam.

March 27, 1884, he was elected Illustrious Commander-in-Chief of
Detroit Consistory of Detroit.

September 19, 1888, he was elected Deputy Grand Commander of
the Supreme Council, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite for the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States, and which office he has held
ever since.

He is also a member of the Royal Order of Scotland, and of Mos-
lem Temple at Detroit, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.

August 11, 1892, he was elected by a unanimous ballot, Most
Eminent Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Knights Tem-
plar for the United States of America, at Denver, Colorado; which posi-

- tion he filled for three years to the satisfaction of the great brotherhood
over which he presided.

The extraordinary scope and character of such a record can scarce-
ly fail to stir a spirit of generous emulation in every true mason’s
breast. Perhaps honors like these are reserved for the few, but every
faithful man in the Order may at least aspire to them. At the very
least so conspicuous and noble an exemplification of loyal service re-
warded, must be productive of lasting good to Masonry.

®
& &




FREEMASONRY IN MICHIGAN. , 43

Grand Master McCurdy granted dispensations for ten new lodges
during the year 1873. They were at St. Charles, Ishpeming, Bay
City, Brockway, Cass City, South Lyon, Evart, Hastings and Jenison-
ville. Barry Lodge, at Hastings, then formed, was afterwards consoli-
dated with Hastings Lodge, No. 52. All the others remain to this day
in the list of active, working lodges.

In accordance with the provisions of the constitution just adopted,
one of the early acts of Grand Master McCurdy was to divide the state
into ten districts and to appoint a District Deputy Grand Master in
each. These Deputies were as follows:

First district, Alanson Partridge, Birmingham.
Second district, William S. Edwards, Hillsdale.
Third district, William Graves, Niles.

Fourth district, Gilbert J. Hudson, Paw Paw.
Fifth district, Benjamin Porter, Jackson.

Sixth district, Sardis F. Hubbell, Howell.
Seventh district, Arthur M. Clark, Lexington.
Eighth district, George H. Durand, Flint.

Ninth district, Charles T. Hills, Muskegon.
Tenth district, Matthew H. Maynard, Marquette.

Of these first ten District Deputy Grand Masters, William Graves
died April, 1881; Gilbert J. Hudson December 19, 1881; and Sardis F.
Hubbell June 16, 1887. The other seven, after the lapse of nearly a
quarter of a century, are still living and actively working in the same
old quarries.

®
® *
The most important masonic event of the year 1873 was the lay-
ing of the corner-stone of the new Capitol Building at Lansing, which

occurred October second. It was probably the most imposing masonic
pageant ever witnessed in Michigan.

The marching column of Military and of Civic Societies, consisted
of five Divisions; of which the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar
of the State of Michigan, (E. I. Garfield R. E. Grand Commander,) to-
gether with twenty-one subordinate Commanderies, constituted the
second; it was also the Grand Escort of Honor to the Third Division,
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consisting of the M. W. Grand Lodge and thirty two of its constituent
Lodges present as organizations and comprising nearly 2,500 Masons.

The following Lodges were present and participated in the parade
and exercises: Union of S. O., No. 3; Evergreen, No. 9; Murat, No. 14;
Kalamazoo, No. 22; Union, No. 28; Fidelity, No. 32; Lansing, No. 33;
Lyons, No. 37; Plymouth Rock, No. 47; Climax, No. 59; Lexington,
No. 61; Eaton Rapids, No. 63; Mason, No. 70; Germania, No. 79; Byron,
No. 80; Lowell, No. go; Greenville, No. g6; St. Johns, No. 105, Bay
City, No. 129; Stockbridge, No. 130; Mystic, No. 141; Saginaw Valley,
No. 154; Dansville, No. 160; Grand Ledge. No. 179; Chesaning, No.
194; Bedford, No. 207; Okemos, No. 252; DeWitt, No. 272; Springport,
No. 284; Salt River, No. 288; Woodland, No. 304, and St. Charles,
U. D.

The occasion of laying this corner-stone was the grandest fe/e ever
witnessed in the Peninsular State—drawing together perhaps the largest
concourse of people ever assembled in Michigan. Most faithfully did
the Knights Templar keep their plighted faith; and the fifteen hundred
followers of the Cross, as they filed along the avenues of our capital
city, with waving banners and nodding plumes, and with martial bear-
ing keeping step to clarion and bugle, was a pageant not often witnessed
in more densely populated states. But the marked feature of the pro-
cession, and one that made the exultant heart of every Mason leap with
pride and joy, was the modest and retiring display of the twenty-five
hundred Master Masons, as they marched four abreast, appropriately
clad in black suits and hats, with white gloves and aprons. Probably
never before in the west was the high personal character and magni-
tude of our Fraternity made more manifest. M. W. Bro. William Mer-
cer Wilson, Grand Master of Masons in Canada, and M. W. Bro. New-
comb, Past Grand Master of Ohio, honored us with their presence on
that occasion.

His Excellency, Governor John J. Bagley, delivered an address
in opening the exercises, and invited Grand Master McCurdy to lay
the corner-stone, which he proceeded to do in accordance with ancient
masonic usage, after which he dehvered an eloquent address appropri-
ate to the occasion.

The most prominent Michigan Masons who died during this year
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were Francis Darrow, Past Grand Master, on April 11th, and Melanc-
thon W. Alfred, Past Senior Grand Warden, August 16th.

Five new masonic halls were dedicated, located at Eaton Rapids,
East Tawas, Camden, Birmingham and Grass Lake.

The year 1873 closed with three hundred and fourteen working
lodges, having a combined membership of twenty-five thousand.

*
* *

ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.

The time for holding the annual convocations of the Grand Chap-
ter were changed in 1873 to the third Tuesday in January of each year,
at high twelve, which has ever since remained the time for the annual
assembling of the Royal Craft.

The following officers were chosen to have charge of Royal Arch
Masonry for that year:

M. E. JouNn W. FINCH, Adrian, Grand High Priest.
R. E. ALFRED 1. SAWYER, Monroe, Deputy Grand High Priest.
R. E. Jex J. BARDWELL, Detroit, Grand King.
R. E. RICHARD RowLAND, Detroit, Grand Scribe.
R. E. J. EAsT™MAN JOHNSON, Centreville,  Grand Secretary.
R. E. Rurus W. LANDON, Niles, Grand Treasurer.
R. E. REv. ANDREW ]J. Davis, Lansing,  Grand Chaplain.
R. E. Cuas. J. KRUGER, Grand Rapids, Grand Captain of the Host.
R. E. LiserTY H. BAILEY, South Haven, Grand Principal Sojourner.
R. E. Davip C. SPAULDING, Lyons, Grand Royal Arch Captain.
R. E. STILLMAN BLANCHARD, Tecumseh, Grand Lecturer.
E. EpwiN M. DoANE, Adrian, Grand Master Third Veil.
E. THOMAS R1x, Dowagiac, Grand Master Second Veil.
E. SAMUEL H. NorTON, Pontiac, Grand Master First Veil.

This year witnessed the addition of five new Chapters to the Mich-
igan list, they having been organized at St. Louis, Rockford, Owosso,
Brooklyn and Lapeer. In each case it proved to be seed planted in
good ground, as all of these Chapters are still working and all have
made creditable records.

This was the year of the great yellow fever epidemic in the south,

the cities of Memphis and Shreveport suffering in a most appalling
manner. As a fitting return for the aid so cheerfully furnished by the
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fraternity in other states to our own sufferers from the destructive fires
a few years before, Grand High Priest Finch called upon the Chapters
for aid for the fraternity in those stricken cities. He received two-hun-
dred and seventy-five dollars as a result of his appeal, and forwarded
the same to the proper authorities to be distributed for the benefit of
members of our mystic fraternity who needed such aid.

*
* *

TEMPLAR MASONRY.

The seventeenth annual conclave of the Grand Commandery was
held in Grand Rapids, and was attended by the representatives of all
the twenty-nine Commanderies. The address of Grand Commander
Spaulding was an admirable one and the following selection from his
closing words are as applicable today as they were when uttered a quar-
ter of a century ago. He said:

The world has need of such men as we have sworn to be. If we do the work
set us, and do it well, to us and our Order, under (God, will be the honor. If we
do not, we shall be thrust aside, and to worthier hands will be assigned the duty.
Let us bear it in mind that we are first to conquer ourselves, and then go out against
the enemy encamped against us.

We have no walled cities to storm, no enemy to vanquish with broad-sword and
battle ax. We need not go to foreign lands to seek the contest. The battle fields
are all around us, and in our front is a subtle foe, against whom we must hourly
maintain the warfare of the Christian Templar. We cannot hope for victory with
false Knights in the ranks. We must all be good men and true. We must shun
not only the greater, but the lesser sins. Drunkenness and profanity, and all the
vices that degrade us in our own estimation, and that of others, we must away with.
We must live in the world, but not of the world, avoiding the very appearance of
evil. Otherwise Templar Masonry will have failed of its promises, and men will say
of it, ‘‘that it was weighed in the balance and found wanting."’

Let us remember that we are living under the sanction of solemn vows, not to
be laid off like a worn-out garment; that our labors do not end with the work of
the Asylum, and that we have higher. aims than to show a regalia in a holiday
parade.

There are poor and weary pilgrims to accompany on their way, to provide for
and protect. This duty we cannot acceptably perform except by pure lives and
christian example.

The battle is always raging. We have not only to hold our own, but to carry
dismay and confusion into the ranks of the enemy.
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Then let us put on the whole armor of our profession, and seeking the fore-
front of the fight, rest not till the Lord’s House shall be established on the top of
the mountain. :

At this conclave a resolution was adopted forbidding any affiliated
Sir Knight from selling or in any way disposing of his uniform to a
petitioner for the Orders so as to aid him in evading the edict requiring
a candidate to procure a uniform before he can be created a Knight
Templar. This resolution has sometimes been ignored of late years,
whether intentionally or not, those most interested could tell.

In retiring from the office of Grand Commander, R. E. Sir Spauld-
ing declined to accept the amount voted for his expenses, claiming that
the honors of the office amply repaid him for the light expenses he had
incurred. This act was almost an unheard of one and is worthy of
imitation.

The following officers were elected for the following Templar year:

Sir E. I. GARFIELD, Detroit, Right Eminent Grand Commander.
Sir L. H. RaNDALL, Grand Rapids, Deptity Grand Commander.
Sir S. S. MaTHEWS, Pontiac, Grand Generalissimo.

Sir S. C. RanpaLL, Flint, Grand Captain General.
Sir REv. A. J. Davis, Lansing, Grand Prelate.

Sir R. J. CArRNEY, Bay City, Grand Senior Warden.

Sir C. E. Grisson, St. Johmns, Grand Junior Warden.

Sir M. S. SmITH, Detroit, Grand Treasurer.

Sir WM. P. INNES, Grand Rapids, Grand Recorder.

Sir H. F. KNaPp, Jackson, Grand Standard Bearer.
Sir M1LEs LANDON, Niles, Grand Sword Bearer.

Sir Wm. B. WiLsoN, Hillsdale, Grand Warder.

Sir ALEX. McGREGOR, Detroit, Grand Sentinel.

The great Templar event of the year was the gathering of the
Commanderies at Lansing on the occasion of the laying of the corner-
stone of the new state Capitol. Grand Commander Garfield tendered
the escort of the Grand and Subordinate Commanderies to the Grand
Lodge, which was accepted by Grand Master McCurdy. The result
was the gathering of the largest body of Knights Templar that had
ever assembled in Michigan. In reporting upon it Grand Commander
Garfield said:

From early morn till noonday the Commanderies were arriving and under the
escort of Lansing Commandery were marched immediately to their quarters, and
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provided with substantial refreshments. At 12 o'clock the line was formed and
reviewed by the Grand Commander and staff, when the order was given to ‘‘close in
mass in column of divisions.’”’ This order was executed promptly, and the bands,
numbering 350 pieces, were nassed on the right. In this formation 1,500 as noble
and gallant Knights as ever took the vow passed up Washington avenue, under
review of His Excellency the Governor and staff, presenting a spectacle such as
was never witnessed in this state, or perhaps in any other. The numerous staff of
the Grand Commander, handsomely mounted, the massing of the bands, all playing
in perfect unison our National air, ‘‘Hail Columbia,”” and 1,500 Knights with their
flashing swords and nodding plumes, massed in lines extending from curb to curb,
formed a scene of animation, discipline and brilliancy baffling description. The
compliments of the reviewing officers and plaudits of the thousands of citizens from
all parts of the state spoke volumes for the magnificent marching of our Michigan
Knights.

On reaching the post assigned for the second division, the Commanderies took
their positions at full distance. In compliance with the order issued the Command-
eries wheeled into column of division, headed by their own bands, and here again
the superior marching and fine personal appearance of the Knights commanded
the admiration of all. The well trained bands with their martial strains; the long
lines of Knights in column at full distance, covering the broad avenues for half a
mile, and the banners of our order freely floating over all, filled the countless
thousands with enthusiasm and delight. The march was one continued ovation.
All changes of formation by the Commanderies were at the same point, and thus
the movements were uniform throughout the whole line. In this manner was the
Grand Lodge of our state escorted to the Capitol grounds to perform the duties assign-
ed them. Owing to the dense mass of people at the stand, it was impossible for any

division to mass, as ordered by the Grand Marshal, and the Commanderies were
dismissed. In the evening all took their departure for their homes, and thus

ended the great day for the people of our state, and one not soon to be forgotten
by the Knights of our jurisdiction.
* * *
The thirty Commanderies of Michigan knighted two hundred and
seventy-five in the year, and the membership in the state increased to
two thousand two hundred and forty-one.

*
* *

ELLERY IRVING GARFIELD.

Ellery Irving Garfield was born in Langdon, New Hampshire,
December 7, 1837. When eight years of age he removed with his
parents to Fitchburg, Massachusetts, where he attended school, and
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Ellery Irving Garfield was born in Landon, New Hampshire,
December 7, 1837. When eight years of age he removed with his
parents to Fitchburg, Massachusetts, where he attended school, and
later he attended the Kimball Union Academy at Meridan, New Hamp-
shire, until 1855, when he went to Chicago and was employed in his
brother’s hardware store for the next four years. In 1859 he came to
Detroit, and for the next three years was employed in the book store of
Raymond and Lapham, and in the office of the Advertiser. From 1862
to 1871 he was employed in United States Internal Revenue. office.
In 1871 he became Controller of the City of Detroit, occupying that
highly responsible position until 1877.

He identified himself with the masonic fraternity at the age of
twenty-three years, being made a Master Mason in Zion Lodge, No. 1,
on the sixth day of June, 1860. He was exalted a Royal Arch Mason
in Monroe Chapter, No. 1, July 2, 1863, and received the orders of
Knighthood in Detroit Commandery, No. 1, in 1865.

While he loved Masonry in all of its departments, yet it was Tem-
plar Masonry that possessed for him the greatest charm and to it he
devoted what time lhie could spare from his business duties. He was
Senior Warden of Detroit Commandery two years; Captain General for
several years, and Eminent Commander in 1871.’

While he was filling the office of Captain General he learned the
need of a system of drill, or tactics, for Commandery use, and he wrote
and published “Garfield’s Templar Tactics.”

This was one of the earliest manuals of Templar drill ever pub-
lished and became a recognized authority in a number of grand juris-
dictions, remaining to this day a standard work.

His first office in the Grand Commandery was that of Grand
Captain General, to which position he was elected in 1870, serving two
years. In 1872 he was elected Grand Commander and filled that ex-
alted station with honor and credit, winning the love and esteem of
the Templar Hosts of Michigan.

In 1876 he was elected Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge, but
resigned in 1877, when he went to Massachusetts where he has since
resided. Since this time he has not been specially active in Masonry,
but still enjoys an occasional visit to some of the masonic bodies. At
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the triennial conclave in 1895, he was an Aide on the staff of Grand
Commander Lawrence, who was chief Marshal of the great parade.

Since 1878 he has been engaged in the electrical business in
Boston, being now the New England manager for the Fort Wayne
Electric Corporation. His residence has been at Lexington, Mass., for
nearly twenty years.

*
*® &

MASONRY IN THE YEAR 1874.

The annual communication of the Grand Lodge in January, 1874,
was a largely attended one, there being three hundred and sixty-two
members present, besides visitors. ‘The address of Grand Master Mec-
Curdy was the most exhaustive one yet delivered before this Grand
Lodge. All the current events were treated in a masterly manner, and
a large number of rulings upon masonic law, rendered necessary by the
adoption of the new constitution, were made and became authorized
edicts of this jurisdiction. This Grand Master, like some who had pre-
ceded him, strongly urged the Grand Lodge to prepare a history of
Michigan Masonry. On this subject he said:

The masonic history of this state has never yet been written; and it seems to
me the Grand Lodge should take measures to secure the history of Freemasonry and
of the Grand Lodge in this state ere those few of our venerable brethren who now
live in our midst shall be dimitted from their earthly labors and transferred to the
" Grand Lodge above. Our early history is principally lodged in their faithful breasts,
and it should by all means be written out and placed where it will be accessible to
all. The record of the past should be a good and true one, to which we all may
with pleasure refer. I leave it to you, Representatives, to say what shall be done
to secure the records and acts of our brethren who founded and transmitted to us
this invaluable legacy.

The committee to whom this subject was referred, reported as
follows:

That they believe the preparation of a history of Freemasonry in Michigan is
both proper and necessary. The older craftsmen, in whose memories dwell the
most valuable stores of historic fact and personal reminiscence, are rapidly passing
away—the hands that built the first altars and wielded the first gavels in this Grand
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Jurisdiction, are nearly all of them palsied in death. ILet not the rich fund of
knowledge which these ancient brethren possess be lost. Let the noble craftsmen
of the early days be consulted—Ilet the ancient and fast decaying records be searched,
and let the knowledge thus obtained be embodied in substantial form.

Your committee believe that the Grand Lodge owes this asa duty to the
craft—as a duty to its own honor, and to the fame of our masonic fathers.

Your committee therefore respectfully recommend the adoption of the follow-
ing resolution:

Resolved, 'That a suitable person or persons be appointed by the Grand Mas-
ter, to prepare, under his direction, a history of Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction,
whose compensation shall be fixed by this Grand Lodge, and paid out of its general
fund.

Notwithstanding the urgent appeal of the Grand Master and the
favorable action of the Grand Lodge, more than a score of years were
yet to pass before a complete and connected history of Michigan Ma-
sonry should be written, and then it was to be done by private enter-
prise, and not, as it should have been, by the Grand Lodge itself.

*
& *

It was at this session of the Grand Lodge that the Colored Masons
of the state asked for recognition, which was no/ granted.

The expenses of the Grand Lodge were now increasing faster than
the receipts, the surplus of more than ten thousand dollars two vears
before being more than half exhausted at the closeof 1873. No sys-
tematic plan of curtailment, however, was adopted at that time and
further inroads were soon made upon the sum that was left.

The officers chosen for the year 1874 were:

Wu. L. WEBBER, East Saginaw, M. W. Grand Master.

Geo. H. DuranD, Flint, R. W. Deputy Grand Master.
ARTHUR M. CLARK, Lexington, ‘“  Grand Senior Warden.
THoMAS Rix, Dowagiac, ‘““  Grand Junior Warden.
R. W. LANDON, Niles, ‘“  Grand Treasurer.
FosTER PrATT, Kalamazoo, ““  Grand Secretary.
Henry M. Look, Port Huron, *“  Grand Lecturer.

Rev. BENj). F. DovGHTY, Holland, ‘“  Grand Chaplain.

Geo. N. MEAD, Camden, W. Grand Senior Deacon.
E. H. GLEN, Cooper, ¢ Grand Junior Deacon.
NATH'L HaMILTON, Buchanan, ‘“  Grand Marshal.

ALEX. MCGREGOR, Detroit, Bro. Grand Tiler.
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SKETCH OF WILLIAM L. WEBBER.

GRAND MASTER, 1874.

William L. Webber was born in the town of Ogden, in the county
of Monroe, and state of New York, on the 19th day of July, 1825.
His father removed with his family to Michigan, and settled upon 200
acres of wood land to be made into a farm, in June 1836. He remained
with his father, on the farm, until the death of his mother in 1845,
soon after which he commenced the study of medicine, and in 1846
removed to Milford, where he entered the office of Drs. Foote and
Mowry as a student and continued his studies there about two years.
In 1848 he opened a private school in Milford, and abandoned the
study of medicine for that of law. He was admitted to the bar in
April, 1851. He decided upon Saginaw as his future residence, and on
March 15th, 1853, opened his law office in what was then known as
East Saginaw, now the City of Saginaw, where he has since resided.
In 1874 he was elected Mayor of the city, and in the fall of the same
year was elected a member of the State Senate, in which he served in
the session of 1875. He was for several years a member of the execu-
tive board of the Michigan State Pomological Society and of the State
Horticultural Society. In 1878 he was elected President of the Mich-
igan State Agricultural Society, and since that date has been a member
of its Executive Board. In 1870 he wasappointed the General Solicitor
of the Flint & Pere Marquette Railway Company, and also Land
Commissioner for the same company; resigning all general law practice,
he devoted himself exclusively to the interests thus confided to him.

Brother Webber was made a Mason in Saginaw Lodge, U. D., in
the year 1855. This Lodge was chartered by the Grand Lodge at its
annual session 1856, as Saginaw Lodge, No. 77, F. & A. M. It is the
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mother Lodge of the Saginaw Valley. In 1856, Brother Webber was
elected Senior Warden and the next year Master of the Lodge, which po-
sition he held for three years. Brother Webber was made a Royal
Arch Mason in Washington Chapter, at Flint, and immediately took a
dimit, and joined with others in a petition to the Grand Chapter for a
charter, which was granted them January 24, 1864, as Saginaw Valley
Chapter, No. 31, R. A. M. Brother Webber was the first High Priest
and held that position for three years. He was made a Knight Templar
in St. Bernard Commandery, No. 16, and afterwards served as Eminent
Commander. He is also a member of Saginaw Council, No. 20, of
Royal and Select Masters. He received the order of High Priesthood
at Detroit in the year 1865. Having previously served as Grand King,
and as Deputy Grand High Priest, he was elected as Grand High Priest
of the Grand Chapter of Michigan in January, 1869. Afterwards, in
1873 he was elected Deputy Grand Master, and the next year Grand
Master of Masons for the State of Michigan. He has also received the
thirty-second degree, A. & A. S. Rite.

Brother Webber has led an active business life, and has had large
interests committed to his charge. During the fifteen years he served
as Land Commissioner for the Flint & Pere Marquette Railroad Com-
pany, over four millions of dollars were collected and paid over to the
Company from land sales. By the will of Mr. Jesse Hoyt he was
charged with the executorship and administration of an estate valued at
over three millions of dollars. He was a Director in the Flint and
Pere Marquette R. R. Co., over twenty years. He was largely instru-
mental in the building of the Saginaw, Tuscola and Huron Railroad,
of which he is now and has been President since the organization of the
company. He is connected with several local corporate and business
enterprises, all of which receive his personal attention.

*
* *

The year 1874 witnessed the starting of seven mnew Lodges
under dispensations granted by Grand Master Webber. They were
located at Sheridan, Pine Grove, Kalamo, Saugatuck, Howard City,
Lakeview, and Clam Lake. The charter of Lakeview Lodge was
revoked by the Grand Lodge at the session of 1885. All the others
have remained active Lodges since their organization.

L
* &
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The fact that Michigan Masons are ever ready to respond to appeals
for masonic charity was well illustrated during this year. In May the
people of the state of Louisiana were overwhelmed by floods, and
distress and suffering prevailed in a large territory. Louisiana Ma-
sons suffered in common with others to such an extent that an appeal
was made to the fraternity throughout the country for assistance.
Grand Master Webber issued an appeal to the fraternity on behalf of
these suffering brothers, and immediately contributions commenced
pouring in and in two months the sum of $1,585 had been contributed
and forwarded to the Grand Secretary of that state. This called forth
the following communication from the Grand Master of that state:

A few months since a terrible calamity had befallen our people. A large
portion of Louisiana, whose citizens had been gradually brought to poverty by a
continued series of reverses and afflictions, were now threatened with destruction
by flood and famine. The distress that followed was so appalling and so general
that our resources would have been as nothing to relieve the sufferings of our
Brethren in the hour of trial and hunger and consequent sickness. The noble
benevolence of the Masonic Fraternity, and the promptitude with which their
offerings were laid at once upon the altar of our common Brotherhood, has relieved
the sufferings, and averted the gloomy results that for a time stared us in the face—
that of our Brethren and our families perishing in the agonies of famine, unless re-
lieved by public charity, which could not be relied upon with certainty. Thanks
be to God, and our Brothers, we are now relieved from any further apprehension,
the trial is past, and we are not in need of any further assistance. Rest assured,
the Masons of Louisiana, more especially those whose necessities were so quickly
relieved from the bounties that have been extended to us, will ever bear in grateful
remembrance the timely assistance and the hearty good-will, and expressions of
sympathy and brotherly love that accompanied the gifts in the hour of our want
and distress. May God in His infinite wisdom and mercy spare you, Most Worship-
ful Brother, and yours, from such a fearful trial and heart-rending affliction.

On the ninth of July the hall of Orion Lodge, No. 46, was burned,
together with its furniture, charter, and all its effects. The loss was
about one thousand dollars, with no insurance, the policy having just
expired, and by oversight not being renewed.

Eight Lodges provided themselves with new halls which were ded-
icated this year. These were numbers 54, 151, 170, 228, 255, 279, 301
and 306.

The increase in membership in Michigan Lodges during this year
was a little over one thousand, the number at the close of the year being
26,051.
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The cash surplus, however, kept on diminishing and at the close
of the year was only $657.91, as against more than ten thousand three
years before.

*
* *

ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.

While the number of Chapters and their membership continued to
show a gratifying increase each year, the financial condition of the
Grand Chapter did not show such a pleasing condition. The six hun-
dred dollars surplus with which Companion Walker wished to start the
founding of a Masonic Home two years before had changed to an in-
debtedness of $r1,162.90. Various plans were proposed to ‘“stop the
leak” and place the body on a better financial footing. One proposition
was to pay mileage and per diem to only one representative instead of
two from each Chapter. Finally the whole matter was referred toa
special committee to report the next year, and upon their recommenda-
tion it was resolved to cut down the usual appropriations and salaries
and to levy a tax of twenty-five cents per member upon all of the Chap-
ters for one year. It was shown that for several years the annual ap-
propriations had exceeded the receipts, and it was hoped that this policy
of retrenchment would relieve the Grand Chapter of its debt in a year
or two. In the meantime ten per cent interest was being paid upon the
amount of the debt.

*
* *

At the annual convocation in 1874 charters were given for new
Chapters at Ludington and Birmingham, without requiring them to
work under dispensation. One was also organized in the year at Ox-
ford. The Grand Chapter was placed under the charge of M. E. Com-

panion AHred I. Sawyer, the full corps of Grand Officers being as fol-
lows:

M. E. ALFrRED 1. SAWYER, Monroe, Grand High Priest.

R. E. Jex J. BARDWELL, Detroit, Deputy GGrand High Priest.
R. E. Jou~N L. MITCHELL, Jackson, Grand King.

R. E. CHARLES J. KRUGER, Grand Rapids, Grand Scribe.

R. E. J. EASTMAN JOHNSON, Centreville, Grand Secretary.

R. E. Rurus W. LANDON, Niles, Grand Treasurer.

R

. E. ANDREW J. Davis, Lansing, Grand Chaplain.
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R. E. LiBerTy H. BAiLEY, South Haven, Grand Captain of the Host.
R. E. Davip C. SPAULDING, Lyons, Grand Principal Sojourner.
R. E. EpwiN M. DoaNEg, Adrian, Grand Royal Arch Captain.
R. E. STILLMAN BLANCHARD, Tecumseh, Grand Lecturer.
E. THomas Rix, Dowagiac, Grand Master Third Veil.
E. SamukL H. NorToON, Pontiac, Grand Master Second Veil.
E. CHArRLES F. Bock, Battle Creek, Grand Master First Veil.

SKETCH OF ALFRED I. SAWYER.

Alfred Isaac Sawyer was born in Lyme Township, Huron Co.,
Ohio, October 31st, 1828. He was one of a family of thirteen children,
who shared with their parents the usual privations of a pioneer farmer’s
family in those early days.

He began the study of medicine in 1852 and graduated in 1854,
afterward taking a special course in New York; settled in Monroe,
Michigan, in 1857.

He was made a Mason in 1858, Royal Arch Mason in 1859, a
Royal and Select Master in 1863, at Monroe, aud a Knight Templar at
Adrian, Michigan, in 1868; was elected Worshipful Master of Monroe
Lodge in 1864, and held that office eleven years.

Was High Priest of River Raisin Chapter, Royal Arch Masons,
from 1867 to 1871, inclusive; was elected Grand High Priest of the
Grand Chapter of Michigan in 1874; was made chairman of a committee
to revise the Grand Constitution of the Grand Chapter of R. A. Masons
of Michigan, in 1875, which required four years for completion, and is
to-day the fundamental law of the Order in Michigan.

He represented the Grand Chapter of R. A. Masons of Michigan
in the General Grand Chapter of the United States, at Denver, Col., in
1883; was elected Grand President of the Grand Council of High
Priesthood in 1872, immediately submitting a masterly report of the
history and chronology of the Order, holding the office for several years.

Was elected G. P. C.of W. of the Grand Council of Royal and
Select Masters of Michigan in 1871. Was first Eninent Commander of
Monroe Commandery, No. 19, K. T., in 1868 and again in 1886.

Nor was he honored alone in the Masonic bodies. He was thrice
elected Mayor of the City of Monroe, and was a member of the School
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Board nine years. Whatever he undertook he forced to an issue. It
was by his energy and indomitable will that the Homcepathic College
was established at the University of Michigan.

In 1889, the members of the National Institute of Homceopathy
recognized the faithful labors of this untiring physician, and unani-
mously elected him to the presidency of the oldest medical institution
in America. Dr. Sawyer was one of the most eminent physicians and
surgeons in Southern Michigan.

*
. * *

There was much confusion in the Chapter at Hudson this year
as a culmination of troubles that had extended over a period of several
years. It grew out of the action of the treasurer in loaning to himself
the Chapter funds without the consent of that body, and giving as
security a mortgage upon property owned by his wife. He was also
charged with drunkenness, etc: As a result the Chapter had done no
work and held few meetings for several years. Upon trial, after due
charges, the accused was found guilty of drunkeuness, but the Chapter
refused to inflict any penalty. Grand High Priest Sawyer visited
Hudson and arrested the charter, thus terminating the existence of the
Chapter. At the next meeting of the Grand Chapter the Treasurer
aforesaid was summarily expelled.

& * *

Ever since there has been a Grand Chapter in Michigan there has
been an occasional attempt made to have that body adopt the representa-
tive system, or that of appointing representatives of this Grand Chap-
ter near others, and accepting similar appointments near ours from
other Grand Chapters. Grand High Priest Sawyer was a firm believer
in the desirability of such a system, and, although previous action of
the Grand Chapter had been adverse to adopting that system, upon the
request of the Grand Secretary of New Jersey he appointed the Grand
High Priest of that jurisdiction as Representative of the Grand Chap-
ter of Michigan and requested the appointment of the M. E. Companion
S. C. Coffinbury as Representative of New Jersey. He recommended
the adoption of the system, and the committee to whom it was referred
reported in favor of such adoption, but the Grand Chapter again said
“Nay,” and the honors were taken away from those appointed Rep-
resentatives.
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The growth of the Chapters in membership still continued and
at the close of the year there were seven thousand three hundred and
twenty-seven affiliated Royal Arch Masons in the state. Nearly six
hundred were exalted during the year.

*
* *

TEMPLAR MASONRY.

The rapid increase in the number of Commanderies had given to
several of the Grand Commanders the idea that there were enough
established in the state to meet the demand for many years to come.
Several of his predecessors had already warned the Grand Commandery
against a further increase in their number, and at the annual conclave
in 1874 Grand Commander Garfield again called attention to this
matter. Speaking of it, he said;

1 believe we have too many Commanderies for our own good; with one-half the
present number, I am confident our strength would be greater and Templar Ma-
sonry would be the better for it. Our numbers have increased far too rapidly.
The black ball has not been used as it should have been. Our strength should be
in the character for manhood of the members of our order. In our numbers lies
our weakness. With my predecessors I desire to impress upon you the necessity of
scanning the characters of those who seek admission to our asylums. Better that
not one should be added to our number than that our ranks should be filled or
weakened by those who are unworthy. We have thirty commanderies, and I am
satisfied that no more charters should be issued for many years to come.

He recommended an increase of the per capita dues to one dollar
per year to meet the increasing expenditures. This was made the
subject of a proposed amendment to the constitution and went over to
the next year, when the amount was changed to seventy-five cents per
year, in which form the amendment was adopted and has ever since
remained the law of this jurisdiction. The Grand Commandery then
being in debt, an assessment of forty-five cents per member was levied
upon every Commandery for that year.

Past Grand Commander Nathaniel P. Jacobs died on the last day
of April in this year and was sincerely mourned by his associates in the
Templar field.

He came to this state in 1840, residing in the city of Detroit until
1862, engaging in the active pursuits of life, both public and private,
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He was an enterprising, public spirited citizen, possessing rare abili-
ties as shown in his success here, and also as the representative of our
Government abroad. In 1862 he received the appointment of Consul
General at the port of Calcutta in British India, which he held for ten
years, returning in 1872. He soon after his return received the
appointment of Land Commissioner of the Northern Pacific Railroad,
which office he held at the time of his death. Sir Knight JAcoBs was
made a Master Mason in Detroit Lodge, No. 2, of the City of Detroit in
1852, a Royal Arch Mason in Monroe Chapter, No. 1, City of Detroit,
in February, 1853, and received the orders of knighthood in Detroit
Commandery, No. 1, April, 1853, and was also a member of Monroe
Council, No. 1 of Royal and Select Masters. He was elected R. E.
Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery, June, 1859, holding the
office two years, in all of which he faithfully and earnestly carried out
the sublime principles inculcated in the noble tenants of our Order.

The officers elected at the annual in 1874 were:

Sir L. H. RaNpaLL, Grand Rapids, R. E. Grand Commander.

Sir C. T. HiLLs, Muskegon, V. E. Deputy Grand Commander.
Sir S. C. RanpaLL, Flint, E. Grand Generalissimo.

Sir R. J. CARNEY, Bay City, E. Grand Captain General.

Sir REv. W. R. TILLINGHAST, Detroit, E. Grand Prelate.

Sir GEo. W. BAKER, Jackson, E. Grand Senior Warden.

Sir Jas. H. Kipp, Ionia, E. Grand Junior Warden.

Sir M. S. SMmrTH, Detroit, E. Grand Treasurer.

Sir W. P. INNEs, Grand Rapids, E. Grand Recorder.

Sir WM. B. WiLsoN, Hillsdale, E. Grand Standard Bearer.

Pd
s,

Sir E. S. BRONsON, Marshall, . Grand Sword Bearer.
Sir R. G. CHANDLER, Coldwater, E. Grand Warder.
Sir A. MCGREGOR, Detroit, Grand Sentinel.

At the close of the session in this year, the usual resolution, pro-
viding for the purchase of a jewel for the retiring Grand Commander,
was adopted.

At the moment of the passage of this resolution Sir Knight GAR-
FIELD, who had been absent a short time, entered the Asylum and ad-
dressed the Grand Body in a most feeling manner, returning them his
heartfelt thanks for the kindly sentiments expressed in the forgoing
resolutions, and asked that for the present, (at least,) the procuring of
the jewel be dispensed with, as he saw many around him who had
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grown gray in the service of Templar Masonry in this jurisdiction, and
had presided over the Grand Body in its early days, who had not as yet
been furnished with jewels, but only because of the continued low state
of the treasury, and he felt it incumbent upon him to decline the ac-
ceptance of this munificent gift until those who had served before him
were treated as the Grand Body now proposed to treat him.

The noble sentiments uttered by Sir GARFIELD found ready re-
sponse from all,; and while at his request the procuring of his Jewel was
postponed, it was with a feeling that the sentiments he uttered were in-
deed “worthy of commendation,” and well illustrated to the Sir Knights
within the jurisdiction that their love and esteem for him was truly
merited and their confidence in no manner misplaced.

No new Commanderies were formed in the year 1874, and for the
first time in the history of the Order in this state, there was a decrease
in membership reported, there being seventy less members than at the
close of the preceding year.

In December, 1874, the Grand Encampment met in triennial con-
clave at New Orleans, and Michigan was represented by a good number
of the Grand Officers, and about sixty Sir Knights, who formed an escort
to Past Grand Commander Irving M. Smith, who was Grand Senior
Warden of the Grand Encampment.

ale
B

& &
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MASONRY IN THE YEAR 187s.

At the annual meeting of the Grand Lodge in 1875 there were
three hundred and sixty-three members in attendance. One of the
subjects which demanded attention was the state of the finances. The
large increase in the expenditures without a corresponding increase in
the receipts had practically exhausted the large surplus of three years
before. Many plans were suggested for relieving this drain upon the
finances, one of them being a return to the former regulation providing
that the representatives in Grand Lodge should not draw a larger
amount as mileage and per diem than their respective lodges had paid
in as dues for the year. Another proposition was to reduce the mileage
from ten cents to six cents per mile. The Finance Committee made a
strong report recommending both these changes, accompanying it with
figures and statements to show that in a short time this would relieve
the Grand Lodge and produce a comfortable surplus. But representa-
tives in the Grand Lodge are much like representatives in state and
national legislatures, slow to vote a reduction in their own pay, and
both of these plans failed of adoption. As a last resort a direct tax of
ten cents per member was levied upon all the lodges in the state. This,
it was hoped, would bridge over the present emergency and enable the
Grand Lodge to meet its current expenses for the year.

The subject of masonic charity also received some attention, a
committee appointed the preceding year making an able report upon
this subject. In view of the low state of the finances it was not deemed
wise to consider at this time the question of establishing a masonic
home, or any other organized system of charity under the direction of
the Grand Lodge, but rather to trust to the voluntary action of the
lodges and brethren to relieve such cases as might arise. It was shown
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that the lodges, as such, had expended in the preceding year, the sum
of $11,207.10 for charitable purposes, besides all that had been done by
individuals and not reported.

The Grand Officers chosen for the year 1875 were:

Bro. Gro. H. DuranbD, Flint, M. W. Grand Master.
¢ M. H. MAYNARD, Marquette, R. W. Deputy Grand Master.
‘“ Wwm. DUNHAM, Manistee, ‘¢ Senior Grand Warden.
‘“ J. W. FIncH, Adrian, ‘¢ Junior Grand Warden.
‘“ R. W. LANDON, Niles, ¢ Grand Treasurer.
‘““ TFosTER PrATT, Kalamazoo, ‘“  Grand Secretary.
‘“  ARTHUR M. CLARK, Lexington, ‘  Grand Lecturer.
‘“ J. S. GoopmaN, East Saginaw, ‘“  Grand Chaplain.
‘“  WwM. JouNsoN, Port Huron, W. Senior Grand Deacon.
‘ JNo. P. PHiLips, Woodland, ‘" Junior Grand Deacon.
‘ F. A. POTTER, St. Juseph, ‘“ Grand Marshal.
‘“ ALEX. MCGREGOR, Detroit, ‘“ Grand Tiler.
* ¥ %

SKETCH OF GEORGE H. DURAND.
GRAND MASTER, 1875.

George H. Durand was born in Cobleskill, N. Y., February 21st,
1838. His early years were spent upon a farm but he acquired a good
education and fitted himself for the legal profession.

In 1858 he came to the city of Flint, Genesee County, where he
has since resided, devoting himself to the practice of his profession.

His profession and a natural liking for politics made him promi-
nent in his party, and after filling the office of Alderman, he was in
April, 1873, elected Mayor of the city, and in 1874 re-elected to the
same position.

Before the expiration of his term of office as Mayor, he was elected
to represent the 6th Congressional District of Michigan in the 44th
Congress. Although a young man he took a prominent part in the
deliberations of Congress, being a member, and for most of the time
acting chairman of the important Committee on Commerce.

In October 1892, Chief Justice Morse having resigned his position
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upon the bench of the supreme court of the state, Mr. Durand was ap-
pointed by Governor Edwin B. Winans to fill the vacancy.

In November, 1892, he was elected a presidential elector at large
from the eastern district of Michigan, and in January, 1893, met with
the Electoral College and cast his vote for the democratic candidates for
president and vice president.

In the spring of 1893 he was the candidate of his party for
Justice of the Supreme Court, and although being defeated, he received
a very flattering vote from his friends in Genessee County, and in the
state at large.

In the summer of 1893 an investigation by the United States
government disclosed gigantic frauds in the custom service of the
United States upon the Pacific coast, and a large amount of smuggling
of opium, and infractions of the Chinese Exclusion Act. Judge Durand
was appointed by the Attorney Geuneral of the United States as special
counsel in the prosecution of the cascs.

In 1893 at its annual meeting, Judge Duraud was elected President
of the Michigan State Bar Association.

Mr. Durand is an enthusiastic Mason, and has devoted much time
and attention to furthering the order. He was made a Mason in
Genesee Lodge, No. 174, Flint, Mich. After holding several of the
subordinate offices in the Lodge, he was elected and served as Worship-
ful Master for several successive terms.

He is a member of Washington Chapter, R. A. M., No. 23, and
also of Michigan Sovereign Consistory, Scottish Rite.

He is a Sir Knight and served as Captain General of Genesee
Valley Commandery for several years.

In January 1874, he was elected Deputy Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Michigan, and in 1875 was elected Grand Master.
His administration of the affairs of the Grand Lodge was marked with
wisdom and zeal, and since retiring from that high and honorable
station, his counsel has been much sought upon important matters that
have come before that Grand Body.

&
* %
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There were nine new lodges started in the year 1875 under dis-
pensations granted by Grand Master Durand. They were located at
Kalkaska, Farwell, Burlington, Sparta, Orleans, Monterey, Hesperia,
Ortonville, and Hickory Corners. Two of these, Orleans and Orton-
ville, have since ceased to work.

Ten new halls were dedicated in the year, thus showing that the
craft were awakening to the importance of improving their lodge
homes.

On the twenty-ninth day of May the corner-stone of the Public
Library Building in the city of Detroit was laid by Grand Master
Durand assisted by other Grand Officers. The Grand Master delivered
an eloquent address suited to the place and occasion.

The year proved to be a quiet and peaceful one. The number of
lodges was increased to three hundred and thirty, and the membership
reached twenty-six thousand seven hundred.

The financial condition had not improved and the close of the year
found the Grand Lodge in debt to the amount of three hundred and
thirty-six dollars and forty-nine cents.

£
ES st

ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.

The opening of the year 1875 found the Grand Chapter in debt
more than thirteen hundred dollars. An exhaustive report by Comp-
anion O. L. Spaulding showed some of the reasons for the gradually
increasing deficit. FEach year the appropriations had exceeded the
income and the result was only too certain to produce the existing
state of affairs. He pointed out the way to secure a return to a better
financial condition and a treasury with a surplus instead of a debt.
His recommendations were adopted and from this time there was a
gradual bettering of the financial condition of the Grand Chapter and
the debt was soon extinguished. >

At the annual convocation in this year a committee of five was
appointed to revise the constitution. This committee had the matter
in charge for the next three or four years and formulated the constitu-
tion and code of laws which have been in use since that time, few
changes or amendments having since been made.
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As a measure of economy until the financial condition of the Grand
Chapter should be improved, the salary of the Grand Secretary was
reduced from five hundred dollars to one half that sum, and the salary
of the Grand Lecturer was abolished entirely, that officer being left
dependent upon the generosity of the Chapters visited for the renumera-
tion he should receive for his work.

J. Eastman Johnson, who had now been Grand Secretary for fif-
teen years, was retired and William P. Innes elected in his place, be-
ginning a term of service that was to end only at his death nearly
twenty years later. Companion Johnson was made an honorary life
member of the Grand Chapter. Father Blanchard, who was very aged
and nearly blind, terminated his long service of eighteen years as
Grand Lecturer, being replaced by Companion B. F. Doughty, who
served for the next three years. The full list of officers chosen for
that year was as follows: '

PRAPERRRE R ® R
FEEEEIREEEE R

E.

. WM. P. INNEs, Grand Rapids,

Rurus W. Lanpon, Niles,

REv. WM. StowE, Grand Haven,
Davip C. SPAULDING, Lyons,

S. H. NorToN, Pontiac,

CHas. R. Bagg, Detroit,

REv. B. F. DoucHhTyY, Holland,

. CHas. F. Bock, Battle Creek,

GEORGE W. BEIBER, Decatur,
A. H. CHURCH, Sturgis,

. JouN L. MITCHELL, Jackson, Grand High Priest.
. WM. BROWN, Battle Creek, Deputy Grand High Priest.
. OLIVER L. SPAULDING, St. Johns, Grand King.

Cuas. J. KRUGER, Grand Rapids, Grand Scribe.

Grand Secretary.

Grand Treasurer.

Grand Chaplain.

Grand Captain of the Host.
Grand Principal Sojourner.
Grand Royal Arch Captain.
Grand Lecturer.

Grand Master Third Veil.
Grand Master Second Veil.
Grand Master First Veil.

Three new Chapters were ushered into existence this year by dis-

pensations from Grand High Priest Mitchell.

tin, Caro and Evart. 'The last two have continued to work to the pres-

They were at Port Aus-

ent writing, but the one at Port Austin, after a feeble effort at existence
under dispensation for nearly three years, surrendered the dispensation
and disbanded.

The year closed with seven thousand two hundred and fifty-five
members on the rolls of the Chapters, five hundred and seven having

been exalted in the year.

The debt was reduced to about five hundred

dollars and before another year had entirely disappeared.
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TEMPLAR MASONRY.

During this year the Grand Commandery was in charge of the
following officers:

R. E. Sir S. S. MaTHEWSs, Pontiac, Grand Commander.
V. E. Sir S. C. RaxpaLL, Flint, Deputy Grand Commander.
E. Sir HveH McCurpy, Corunna, Grand Generalissimo.
‘“ H. KNAPP, Jackson, Grand Captain General.

ReEv. W. R. TILLINGHAST, Detroit, Grand Prelate.
FraNk HENDERSON, Kalamazoo, Grand Senior Warden.
‘“  WirLiamM B. WiLson, Hillsdale, Grand Junior Warden.

‘“ M. S. SmitH, Detroit, Grand Treasurer.

‘“  WiLLiam P. INNES, Grand Rapids, Grand Recorder.

‘“ E. S. BRONSON, Marshall, Grand Standard Bearer.
‘“ R. G. CHANDLER, Coldwater, Grand Sword Bearer.

‘“ R. H. MoRRISON, Sturgis, Grand Warder.

““ A. McGREGOR, Detroit, Grand Sentinel.

The annual conclave was held in Kalamazoo, but little except
routine business being done.

Again no new Commanderies were formed in the year. The
thirty then working were enjoying an era of peace and prosperity and
adding gradualy to their ranks. Grand Commander Mathews had no
quarrels to settle or differences to adjust, but all was peace and har-
mony during the year.

In the month of August, Wisconsin Commandery, No. 1, of Mil-
waukee, visited Michigan and was the guest of DeMolai and Peninsular
Commanderies, which bodies fully sustained their well-earned reputa-
tion for hospitality and deeds of knightly courtesy.

In his address to the Grand Commandery when presiding, Grand
Commander Mathews, among other things, said:

With the increase of membership our responsibilities have increased, and as we
stand to day, strong in numbers, we are a potent power for good or ill, exerting
an influence that must be and is felt throughout the length and breadth of our
state. If we adhere to the teachings of our Order, and its principles, founded as
they are on the Christian religion, we must certainly be better citizens and better
men. None but good men and true are wanted, and only such should be admitted
into the Order. Our chief danger is from within; whatever shafts the ignorant or
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prejudiced may aim at us are powerless for harm so long as the citadel is garrisoned
by valiant soldiers of the Cross, wearing the armor of Christian Knighthood. Let
us not forget the high and holy resolves of our beloved Order.

The badge of a Templar should be a sure guarantee of honor and integrity in
every event of daily life, an outward sign of a faith that is real. Our record should
be no uncertain one. The contest between right and wrong is to-day waging as
hotly as ever, and our banner should be seen in the front of the fight. The voices
from the graves of tens of thousands who fell in defense of the principles we profess,
are calling to us to stand forth and do battle valiantly in the cause of the weak and
unfortunate and against immorality in all its forms. We are the representatives
of an order bearing the seal of antiquity and whose origin dates far back in the
mists of the past. Instituted for the purpose of protecting weak and weary
pilgrims, many and oft were the acts of kiuduess and relief afforded.

There was a gain of one hundred and sixty-six in membership
reported this year, over the previous ome, the number now being two
thousand three hundred and thirty-seven.
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MASONRY IN THE YEAR 1876.

The financial condition of the Grand Lodge continued to be a sub-
ject of special concern to those who gave thought and study to the real
interests of the fraternity. At the annual meeting in 1876, Grand
Master Durand called attention to this matter in his annual address and
recommended that measures be adopted to increase the revenue and
place the Grand Lodge in a position to pay promptly any demands
made upon it. He urged that ‘“while the affairs of the Grand Lodge
should be conducted with the greatest prudence and economy, yet they
should not be conducted in a niggardly or parsimonious manner, and
the revenues should certainly and always be sufficient to meet all law-
ful demands made upon its treasury. The well earned reputation of
this Grand Lodge, as an institution having under it a sound financial
basis, cannot be maintained in any other way.”

Later in the session several amendments to the Grand Lodge By-
Laws, looking to this end, were submitted. Some of them were pre-
sented and strongly urged by the Finance Committee as necessary to
place the Grand Lodge upon a sound financial basis. One of these
proposed a reduction in the salaries of Grand Officers; another an in-
crease in the per capita dues from twenty-five to forty cents; and anoth-
er was that oft repeated proposition prohibiting the representative of a
Lodge from drawing out as mileage and per diem a greater sum than
his Lodge had paid as dues. All of these propositions failed of adop-
tion, and again, on the motion of Brother Henry Chamberlain, a direct
tax of ten cents per member was levied upon the Lodges as a measure
of temporary relief.

*
* ®

A vigorous discussion was had over the question as to whether the
loss of one eye disqualifies a candidate. The jurisprudence committee
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made an exhaustive report, citing laws and regulations in other jurisdic-
tions, in ancient as well as modern times, and urged the enactment of
an edict absolutely forbidding the initiation of such a candidate. The
views of this committee prevailed and were made the law of this ju-
risdiction until repealed twenty years later anl the ruling reversed.

*
* *

It was in this year that Grand Lecturer Clark first inaugurated
the system of holding county schools of instruction in place of those
previously held by dZstricts. 'The change proved a very beneficial one
and mnothing has yet been devised that seemed an improvement.
Twenty years of successful working have demonstrated that it is
productive of greater good than any other plan that has been tried.

A code of By-Laws for Lodges U. D., prepared by Grand Secretary
Pratt, was adopted, after slight amendment, for use of such ILodges in
this jurisdiction.

The officers chosen for the year were:

MarTTHEW H. MAYNARD, Marquette, M. W. Grand Master.
WiLLiaAM DuNHAM, Mauistee, R. W. Deputy Grand Master.
Joun W. FiNcH, Adrian, R. W. Senior Grand Warden.
Isaac T. BEACH, Almont, R. W. Junior Grand Warden.
Rurus W. LANDON, Niles, R. W. Grand Treasurer.
ELLERY I. GARFIELD, Detroit, R. W. Grand Secretary.
ARTHUR M. CLARK, Detroit, R. W. Grand Lecturer.

REv. E. A. CLARKE, Vernon, R. W. Grand Chaplain.

N. HamirToN, Buchanan, W. Senior Grand Deacon.
MARKk L. VINING, Vpsilanti, W. Junior Grand Deacon.

R. C. HATHEWAY, Ionia, W. Grand Marshal.

HARRY DEANE, Grand Rapids, Bro. Grand Tiler.

After a service of three years as Grand Secretary, Brother Foster
Pratt was retired and Brother Ellery I. Garfield of Detroit elected to
that laborious position.
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SKETCH OF MATTHEW H. MAYNARD.

GRAND MASTER, 1876.

Matthew Henry Maynard, was born in Brownsville, Indiana,
April 10, 1832. His father was a Congregational minister, and a
missionary to that new state from 1828 to 1833. In 1840 failing health
compelled him to give up the ministry, and he took his family to the
mother’s old home in Vermont, where the subject of this sketch received
his education.

He prepared for college at the then famous Castelton Seminary,
spent a year in teaching, and entered the Middlebury College as a
sophomore in 1849, graduating in 1852 with the highest honors of his
class. During the winter of 1852—3 he was principal of the high school
at Sackett’'s Harbor, New York, but left there in April of the latter
year to enter the law office of Andrews, Foot and Hoyt, at Cleveland,

Ohio.

He was admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court of Ohio in April,
1855, and in June following, went to Marquette, Michigan, to “grow up
with the town.” Atthat time its only street was a wagon track in the
sand among the stumps and brush, and less than a dozen houses
occupied the site of the now beautiful little city. But our young man
had come to stay and striking up a partnership with Peter White, who
was County Clerk, Register of Deeds, Township Treasurer, Deputy
County Treasurer and Postmaster, and who wanted help, hung out his
“shingle” and began a business connection which lasted just ten years.

Meanwhile White was admitted to the bar and there were no other
lawyers in Marquette County. Many a good story is still current of
how White took one side of a case, and Maynard the other, and the
instance was not known where the client of either had any reason to
doubt the fidelity and good faith of his attorney. Maynard was Prose-
cuting attorney and Circuit Court Commissioner (in fact, between them,
the two held every township and county office at times) and he would
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prosecute, and White would defend, and as sure as some culprit was
sent to jail, White would apply to Maynard for a writ of kabeas corpus
and often as not, got his client promptly discharged. The venerable
late Daniel Goodman, who was district judge of the Upper Peninsula
in those days, and was cognizant of all these doings, used to say that he
did not think such proceedings were exactly regular and he could not
approve them, though he always agreed that so far as any facts ever
came to his knowledge, substantial justice had always been done.

Although Mr. Maynard kept open a law office for over thirty years
and tried many notable cases, he never seemed to be greatly interested
in his profession. His constant practice was to get the parties togeth-
er and settle the dispute if possible, then usually leaving both dissatis-
fied and losing all compensation for himself.

As early as 1857 he became a member of the School Board of Mar-
quette and a School Inspector, and for over thirty years he personally
examined every teacher in the public schools, and for at least twenty-
five years he was director and executive officer and kept all the ac-
counts of the district.

However pressing and important might be his engagements at his
office, he would leave all at a moment’s notice and spend half a day in
the schools assisting some discouraged teacher, pacifying some discon-
tented parent or subduing some rebellious boy. The public schools
were his pride and his delight, and these generations of boys and girls
remember him as well as they remember their teachers.

He was the first initiated in Marquette Lodge, U. D., in 1857, was
passed, raised, and as soon as possible was made S. D., and served as
such at every meeting after his raising until the lodge received its char-
ter; was then J. W. for one year; the W. M. for nine years. He has
probably made as many Masons as any Master in Michigan. His first
appearance in Grand Lodge was when Henry Chamberlain was elected
Grand Master. At the next session, when G. M. Chamberlain presided,
he was appointed chairman of the Committee on Grievances (appeals)
and his report from that committee brought him into such favorable
notice that he was at the next session (1875) elected Deputy Grand
Master. He was elected and installed into the office of Grand Master
in January, 1876. He was one of the youngest craftsmen upon whom
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our Grand Lodge has ever bestowed so high honors, yet he had a firm
grasp upon the underlying principles of our ancient and honorable so-
ciety, and discharged the duties of Grand Master with credit to himself,
and honor to the fraternity.

Grand Master Maynard started five new Lodges into life by giving
dispensations to the petitioners from Portage, Grand Rapids, Imlay
City, Marlette and Petoskey. That he carefully examined into each
case before granting these dispensations is shown by the fact that all of
them have proven healthy lodges and have had no difficulty in main-
taining a continued existence to this day.

* # &

Right Worshipful Brother Stillman Blanchard, for eleven years
Grand Visitor and Lecturer of this Grand Lodge, died at his home in
Tecumseh, on the 24th day of February, 1876, full of vears and full of
honors, venerable and venerated, loving and beloved. He went from
the society and the arms of his brethren here, to the companionship
and embrace of his elder brother, his Saviour and his God.

Stillman Blanchard was born in Rutland, Vermont, December
24th, 1795. His early education was with reference to one of the
learned professions, but before he had completed his preparatory class-
ical course, circumstances induced him to turn aside to enter upon
mercantile life.

He was made a Mason in 1818, before he was 23 years of age; was
Master of the Lodge, and King of the Chapter, in Rutland, in 1820;
and in 1824 was Commander of the Knights Templar, and Grand
Lecturer for the Grand Chapter and Grand Commandery of Vermont.

He removed to Tecumseh, Michigan, in 1826, having, in the
meantime, spent one year, after leaving Vermont, at Strongsville, Ohio.
As Tecumseh was first settled in 1824, he was among its pioneers, and
was always an active and influential citizen, and had much to do in
promoting its prosperity and shaping its destiny.

From 1857 to 1868 he was the Grand Lecturer of the Grand
Lodge, and for eighteen years, also, he was the Grand Lecturer of our
Grand Chapter.



STILLMAN BLANCHARD.v






FREEMASONRY IN MICHIGAN. 85

At the close of the year 1876 there were three hundred and thirty-
five lodges in Michigan with an aggregate membership of twenty-seven
thousand.

*
* *

ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.

The tax of ten cents per capita upon the entire membership in the
state served to temporarily relieve the treasury of the Grand Chapter
and by practicing economy for two or three years more, it was hoped
that the body would again be upon a sound financial basis. This
proved to be the case and with the adoption of the revised constitution
a year later, the per capita dues were increased and the future amply
provided for.

The annual convocation for 1876 was held in Detroit, every Chap-
ter but one being represented.

The Grand Officers chosen for that year were:

M. E. WM. BROWN, Grand High Priest.

R. E. OLIVER L. SPAULDING, Deputy Grand High Priest.
R. E. CHaAs. J. KRUGER, Grand King.

R. E. Daviv C. SPAULDING, Grand Scribe.

R. E. WuM. P. INNES, Grand Secretary.

R. E. R. W. LANDON, Grand Treasurer.

R. E. REV. WM. STOWE, Grand Chaplain.

R. E. S. H. NORTON, Grand Captain of Host.

R. E. CHas. H. AXTELL, Grand Principal Sojourner.
R. E. DAavID BOVEE, Grand Royal Arch Captain.
R. E. REv. B. F. DouGHTY, Grand Lecturer.

Comp. C. W. STRAIT, Grand Master third Veil.
Comp. R. H. MORRISON, Grand Master second Veil.
Comp. CHas. E. OLNEY, Grand Master first Veil.
Comp. D. A. WRIGHT, Grand Steward.

Comp. A. B. CHAPMAN, Grand Steward.

Comp. WM. V. GRIFFITH, Grand Sentinel.
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SKETCH OF WILLIAM BROWN.

William Brown was born at Newbury, New York, April 22, 1811.
He removed to Michigan in 1832, settling in Bedford, removing, a few
years later, to Birmingham, where he resided until 1853, when he re-
moved to Battle Creek, where he resided until his death.

Upon locating in this place he began the manufacture of threshing
machines under the firm name of WiLLiaM Brown & Co., which
subsequently became UrrtoN, BrRowN & Co., of which he was the
senior member at the time of his death.

He was a man of high moral character, strict business integrity,
and specially a friend of the laboring man, with whom he was always
in warmest sympathy, and although he was quiet and reserved in social
life, he possessed the friendship and esteem of a large circle of
acquaintances. He was one who, whenever duty pointed, was ready to
perform it promptly and well.

He was made a Mason in Detroit Lodge, No. 2, July 27, 1847, and
raised September 15, of the same year. He took an active part in
organizing Birmingham Lodge, No. 44, in 1850, and was its first
Worshipful Master, holding that office until he removed to Battle
Creek. It was under his mastership that Brother Hugh McCurdy,
then just arrived at lawful age, received the symbolic degrees of Ma-
sonry.

He was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Monroe Chapter, No. 1,
. March 22, 1848. The degrees of Royal and Select Master were con-
ferred upon him in Monroe Council, No. 1, Detroit. He was created
a Knight Templar in Peninsular Commandery, No. 8, on January 21,
1859.

In 1873 he was clected Thrice Illustrious Grand Master of the
Grand Council and re-clected the next year. He was very enthusiastic
in this branch of Masonry and to it he devoted much thought and
study, and did much to assist in giving it that prominence which it
now enjoys in this state.

In 1876 he was elected Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter
and ruled the Royal Craft for one year with discretion and ability.




1700710370 RO






WILLIAM BROIWN.






FREEMASONRY IN MICHIGAN. 89

All of his masonic honors he bore with a modesty becoming his sensi-
tive and refined nature, and won the lasting love and esteem of all those
with whom he was associated. '

He died at his home in Battle Creek, September 23, 1880, of heart
disease, and was buried three days later, the funeral services being un-
der the supervision of Peninsular Commandery. Besides this Com-
mandery, there were many Sir Knights present from other cities and
towns in that part of the state, besides Lodges and large numbers of
brethren, forming one of the largest processions ever seen in that place.

®

A new Chapter was started in Hudson this year, and rising as it
did, from the ashes of the former ome, it was appropriately named
Phanix Chapter. To this new Chapter was given the effects of the
former one, which had been in possession of a receiver since the arrest
of the charter. Leslie also secured a new Chapter by dispensation from
M. E. Companion Brown, and took a place upon the roll of the Grand
Chapter.

L
* *

TEMPLAR MASONRY.

In the year 1876 Templar Masonry in Michigan lost two of
its brightest lights. On the fourth day of February, Past Grand Com-
mander John Clark died at his home in St. Clair. His funeral was con-
ducted by the officers of the Grand Commandery under the direction of
R. E. Sir S. S. Matthews. His remains were followed to their last rest-
ing place by the Knights of John Clark and Port Huron Commanderies,
and also detachments of Knights from Detroit, Romeo and Lexington,
together with a large number of citizens who had gathered, to testify
by their presence and their tears, their deep sorrow, and to take a last
look at one who, in his long intercourse with them, had ever been a
wise counselor and true friend. Sir John Clark had reached the ad-
vanced age of 79 years, and until the year last preceding his death, was
unusually active for one of his age. He had never been a seeker after
position, and yet he died with garnered honors clustered thick around
him. He had been a mason 56 years, and during that time had held
the office of Very Eminent Grand Captain General of the Grand En-
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campment of the U. S.; also Right Eminent Grand Commander of this
Grand Commandery, as well as Eminent Commander of Port Huron
and John Clark Commanderies. In his death Masonry lost one of its
most zealous advocates and worthy members.

On the third day of April Past Grand Commander Irving M.
Smith died at the residence of his sister in Detroit. His death came
suddenly and unexpected, when he was only forty-four years old. He
was most sincerely mourned by his many friends and fraters.

*
* *

At the meeting of the Grand Commandery in 1876, Past Grand
Commander Garfield presented to that body all his right, title and in-
terest in the copyright for his ‘““T'actics and Manual,” which was accept-
ed with a hearty vote of thanks. For some reason, however, its use

was discontinued a few years later, although it has always remained
the standard in several other jurisdictions.

During the year it was found that Sir Knight Eugene Robinson,
Captain General of Detroit Commandery, had published and copy-
righted a manual of tactics and drill and that the same was being used
to some extent. Grand Commander Randall issued a General Order
forbidding the use of any but Garfield’s Tactics in this jurisdiction.
To the credit of Sir Eugene Robinson be it said he at once promptly
disclaimed any design or intention to infringe upon the copyright of
Sir Garfield. A few years later Robinson’s Tactics was adopted for
the use of the Michigan Commanderies and remained the standard
until 1895, when it was replaced by another prepared by a special
Committee of that body, of which Sir L. D. Harris, of Grand Rapids,
was chairman.

®
sk *

At this 1876 meeting the time for holding the annual conclaves
was changed to the second Tuesday in May of each year, and this re-
mained the date for these meetings for several years, being afterwards
changed to the third Tuesday of the same month.

The following were the Grand Officers elected in 1876.

R. E. Sir Sam’L C. RanpaLL, Flint, Grand Commander.
V. E. Sir Huga McCurpy, Corunna, Deputy Grand Commander.
E. Sir HoLLis Knapp, Jackson, Grand Generalissimo.
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E. Sir FRANK HENDERSON, Kalamazoo, Grand Captain General.
Rev. & E. Sir G. W. WiLsoN, E. Saginaw, Grand Prelate.

E. Sir WM. B. WiLson, Hillsdale, Grand Senior Warden.
E. Sir R. G. CHANDLER, Coldwater, Grand Junior Warden.
E. Sir MARK S. SmrrH, Detroit, Grand Treasurer.
E. Sir WM. P. INNES, Grand Rapids, Grand Recorder.
Sir JAMEs B. NEwTON, Monroe, Grand Standard Bearer.
Sir GEo. W. CHANDLER, Lansing, Grand Sword Bearer.
Sir Rosr. H. MORRISON, Sturgis, Grand Warder.
Sir WM. V. GRIFFITH, Detroit, Grand Captain of the Guard.
* ™ %

SKETCH OF SAMUEL C. RANDALL.

Samuel C. Randall was born on October 20, 1837, at Owego, Tio-
ga county, New York. What education le could get by attending
country schools until he was sixteen years of age was all that fell to
his lot. What other learning he has secured has been by actual con-
tact with the business affairs of the world. When sixteen years old he
commenced an apprenticeship at the trade of carpenter and joiner, serv-
ing three years.

He came west in the spring of 1856, to grow up with the country.
Settling at Flint, in this state, he worked at his trade for the next six
years.

In July, 1862, he enlisted as a private soldier in Company K.,
twenty-third Michigan Infantry, and rose to the rank of Captain, his
service lasting until December 1, 1865. After being mustered out of
the service he returned to Flint and engaged in the Sash, Door and
Lumber business, which he has succesfully conducted to the present
day.

He has been honored by his fellow citizens of Flint with positions
of trust and responsibility, having been a member of the Board of Edu-
cation seven years, Alderman four years and Mayor one year. In
every position he occupied he won the respect and confidence of his
constituents.

His Masonic life, which has been an active and honored one, com-
menced at an early age. He was initiated in Flint Lodge, No, 23, on
the last day of November, 1857. He was made a Master Mason on
January 24, 1858, and at once took an active interest in the work of his



94 FREEMASONRY IN MICHIGAN.

Lodge. In 1866 he waselected Worshipful Master and served four
years, and was again elected in 1877, serving for another four years.

He was made a Royal Arch Mason in Washington Chapter, No.
15, January 19, 1860, and in 1880 was elected High Priest, serving
as such for the next three years. In January, 1882, he was elected
Grand Master of the First Veil in the Grand Chapter, advancing step
by step until in 1891 he was elected Grand High Priest, and governed
the Royal Craft in Michigan for one year.

He received the Orders of Knighthood in DeMolai Commandery,
No. 5, at Grand Rapids, in 1864, and in 1867 dimitted and became a
member of Genesee Valley Commandery, at Flint, and was elected Emi-
nent Commander the same year and continued to hold that office for
the next ten years. In 1869 he was elected Grand Sword Bearer in the
Grand Commandery and each year saw him taking one step upward on
the ladder that leads to the acme of Templar ambition, until in 1876
he was elected Grand Commander and served with honor and credit one
year. He is a Scottish Rite Mason of the thirty-second degree, and a
member of Michigan Sovereign Consistory in Detroit.
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MASONRY IN THE YEAR 1877.

At the annual meeting of the Grand Lodge in 1877, a resolution
was introduced which was intended as a declaration of that body on the
subject of temperance. No special regulation upon this subject was
then incorporated into our laws. The resolution made the use of, or
the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors a masonic offense,
which, if persiSted in after the brother was admonished, would subject
him to suspension or expulsion. The subject was referred to a special
committee to report one year later what legislation was needed to main-
tain a proper observance of and respect for the masonic virtue of tem-
perance. At the next annual meeting the chairman of this special
committee reported as follows:

1st. No general legislation is needed to maintain a proper respect for and ob-
servance of the Masonic virtue of Temperance. The observance and practice of this
virtue is inculcated in a most impressive manner on our first admission into a Lodge
of Masons. It is there enjoined upon us as the constant practice of every Mason.
It stands at the head of the four cardinal virtues as the faithful guardian of the
secrets of the Order. To violate this virtue subjects the offender to the contempt
and detestation of all good Masons, and to the infliction of Masonic penalties.
The law as it exists is clear and the penalties adequate. No additional legislation
can add to the heinousness of the offense of intemperance, and no additional penal-
ties known to Masonic Jaw can be imposed.

It is not in new legislation that the remedy for intemperance isto be found, but
in the enforcement of existing laws. Your committee are satisfied that much of the
cause of complaint in this behalf arises from the neglect of observing those recipro-
cal duties and obligations which rests upon us as Masons towards one another. In-
temperance does not burst forth suddenly into the enormity of an offense—it is a
plant of slow growth, having its roots nurtured from frequent indulgence until it
forms habit. . It is a falling away from that high plane of temperance upon which
all upright Masons stand.. The downward steps are plainly to be perceived by all
the brethren. But do the brethren, animated by that fraternal regard for a brother
Mason’s welfare which we are taught to exercise and which we profess to have,
stretch forth their hands to assist and save the falling brother? Do they whisper in
his ear words of caution? Do they give good counsel, not by chiding publicly, but

.
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by private admonition? Or rather do they turn away from him, or pass by on the
other side, giving him no due and timely notice that he may ward off approaching
danger?

Your Committee are speaking now of that form of intemperance which is mani-
fested by habitual drunkenness; and they are of the opinion that in a Lodge of Free
and Accepted Masons, the memnbers of which discharge towards each other the du-
ties and obligations of Masons, it is generally impossible that there should be an
habitual drunkard. Of all the vices to which weak human nature is addicted, it is
one most easily detected. It is known and seen of all men, and itis also a vice
which is most easily eradicated by the timely interposition of brotherly love. No
man can withstand the kindly influence of all the members of a Lodge if put forth
to succor and to save. If having discharged toward one who is contracting the vice
of intemperance these good offices, he will not give heed and forsake the error of his
ways, cast himout as an unworthy member, who is not entitled to our sympathy,
favor or protection.

2d. Special legislation is not needed upon the subject, either to enjoin tem-
perance or to inculcate brotherly love. For if the initiate will not respect the car-
dinal virtues, nor the brethren fulfill their obligations, without special injunctions
so to do, both will be alike unavailing. There is no life in the letter of the law, but
in the spirit.

Therefore we say to those brethren who complain of the evil of intemperance
among the Fraternity, that the blame does not rest upon the intemperate alone, nor
with the law-givers, but with the brother in that he has himself so degraded, dis-
graced and fallen; and with the Lodge in that they did not save him from falling;
or failing in this, that they did not wipe out the degradation and disgrace to the
Fraternity by expelling or suspending him from all the rights and benefits of Ma-
sonry.

A general discussion followed the reading of this report, when it

was adopted. This did not satisfy a part of the members and later in
the session the following resolution was introduced and adopted:

Resolved, That the manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage—
by Masons—is a Masonic offense; and if a brother persists therein as a business after
being duly admonished, it is the duty of the Lodge of which he is a member, to sus-
pend or expel him, in its discretion.

This remained the law of this jurisdiction until 1885, when, on the
recommendation of Grand Master Clark, the resolution was repealed.
* ¥ *
It was in 1877 that the Grand Secretary was made, ex officio, a
committee on credentials and also committee on correspondence, and
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from that time all of the duties of both these committees have devolved
upon that officer.

The officers elected for this year were:

Bro. WM. DuNHAM, Manistee, M. W. Grand Master.

‘“ JouN W. FiNcH, Adrian, R. W. Deputy Grand Master.
‘“ Isaac T. BEAcH, Almont, R. W. Senior Grand Warden.
‘“ Rurus C. HATHEWAY, Ionia, R W. Junior Grand Warden.
‘“ Rurus W. LANDON, Niles, R. W. Grand Treasurer.

‘“ ELLERY I. GARFIELD, Detroit, R. W. Grand Secretary.

‘“ ArRTHUR M. CLARK. Lexington, R. W. Grand Lecturer.

‘“ ETHAN Ray CLARK, Smyrna, R. W. Grand Chaplain.

‘“ BeLA CocsHALL, Holly, W. Senior Grand Deacon.
‘“ L. H. BaiLry, South Haven, W. Junior Grand Deacon.
‘“ A, H. EruLis, Middleville, W. Grand Marshal.
‘“ HARRY DEAN, Grand Rapids, Bro. Grand Tiler.

* ¥ x

SKETCH OF WILLIAM DUNHAM.
GRAND MASTER, 1877.

William Dunham was born in Vermont in 1824, and comes from
those hardy, long-lived and enterprising New Englanders, who have
ever been noted for their sterling integrity and business ability.

He came to Michigan in 1854, locating in Grand Rapids, where he
married and resided for several years, afterwards removing to Fenton,
and from thence to Manistee, where he remained for fourteen years.
During that time he held the offices of County Clerk and Register of
Deeds, and when through with civil preferment he engaged in the
banking business. In 1881 he returned to Grand Rapids and organized
the Fifth National Bank, of which he was president for four years.
He has also been largely interested in various industries, but at present
devotes his attention solely to the Dean Printing and Publishing Com-
pany, of which he has been the President for several years.

Upon the breaking out of the rebellion, in 1861, he went to the
front as Captain of the Third Michigan Cavalry; but after a little over
one year’s service was disabled and obliged to return home.
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Brother Dunham was made a Mason in Grand River Lodge, No.
34, March 4, 1857; was a charter member of Genesee Chapter and
Genesee Commandery; was prominent in the organization of the Lodge
and Chapter in Manistee, being W. M. of the Lodge in 1869; and a
charter member of the Chapter, and its High Priest for several terms;
and was Thrice Illustrious Master of Manistee Council, No. 46, Royal
and Select Masters, for many years. In 1877 he was elected Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Michigan, and presided over that body
during that year with equal honor to the craft and himself.

His love for Masonry is growing stronger with the years, so that
he is just as closely identified with its interests now as he ever was,
keeping up regular attendance upon the meetings of the various bodies
with which he is connected. He holds membership in Grand River
Lodge, No. 34; Grand Rapids Chapter, No. 7; DeMolai Commandery,
No. 5; De Witt Clinton Consistory,S. P. R. S,, and co-ordinate bodies, of
which he is Treasurer, and is also an honorary 33 degree member of the
Supreme Council A.'. A.". S.". R."., for the Northern Masonic jurisdiction.
He is likewise a Noble of Saladin Temple, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.

As president of the Michigan Masonic Home Association from its
inception to the annual meeting January, 1894, at which time he
positively refused to serve longer in that capacity, Brother Dunham’s
work for the craft is most happily represented. He was one of the
very first to urge the establishment of the Home, and helped in every
way to get the Association started upon a practical basis, and the mag-
nificent building erected by himself and his co-laborers stands to-day a
monument to his untiring zeal and energy in this direction.

*
* *

Grand Master Dunham gave dispensations for three new lodges
located at Manton, Saginaw City, and Halls Corners, Branch County.

On November 20, Grand Secretary Ellery 1. Garfield resigned
that office after less than two years service. His reasons were that his
business engagements demanded his whole time and he found it im-
possible to properly attend to the duties of that office. Grand Master
Dunham accepted this resignation and appointed Brother William P.
Innes to fill the vacancy, who then commenced his long and illustrious
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service in that office, which ended only when he was elected Grand
Master fifteen years later.

*
* *
Past Grand Master Henry T. Backus, who was Grand Master in
1851, 1852 and 1853, died on the thirteenth day of July, aged sixty-six

years. Homnored and most highly esteemed by his brethren all over the
state, his death was sincerely mourned.

*
* *

For the first time in the history of Michigan Masonry there was a
decrease in membership during the year the loss being a little more
than eleven hundred.

*
* *

ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.

The revised constitution, which had been in the hands of a special
committee for two years, was considered and amended at the annual
session in 1877, when it was approved and laid over until the next year,
when it was finally adopted and became, and has since remained, the
paramount law in this jurisdiction.

The officers chosen for 1877 were:

OLIVER L. SPAULDING,
CHAs. J. KRUGER,
Davip C. SPAULDING,
S. H. NORTON,

Wu. P. INNES,

R. W. LANDON,

REvV. WM. STOWE,
CHAs. H. AXTELL,
Davip BoOVEE,

C. W. Stralr,

REv. B. F. DouGHTY,
R. H. MORRISON,
THERON F. GIDDINGS,

. E. Grand High Priest.

E. Deputy Grand High Priest.

E. Grand King.

E. Grand Scribe.

E. Grand Secretary.

E. Grand Treasurer.

E. Grand Chaplain.

. E. Grand Captain of the Host.
E. Grand Principal Sojourner.
E. Grand Royal Arch Captain.
E. Grand Lecturer.

E. Grand Master 3d Veil.
E. Grand Master 2d Veil.
E.

RRARFAAARAFA<Z

J. F. Hicks, Grand Master 1st Veil.
Comp. R. C. HATHEWAY, Grand Steward.
Comp. LEWIS GRANT, Grand Steward.

Comp. WM. V. GRIFFITH, Grand Sentinel.
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Companion O. L. Spaulding, having already served as Grand Com-
mander K. T. of this state, was thoroughly equipped for the office of
Grand High Priest, the duties of which office he faithfully administered
during the year. He granted a dispensation for a Chapter at Traverse
City, but declined to grant similar requests from Douglas and Quincy.
He believed there was great danger of establishing Chapters where they
could not be well sustained, believing that one good, strong Chapter
was better than several weak ones in any jurisdiction.

The number of Chapters at the close of this year was one hundred
and two, and the aggregate membership was seven thousand three hun-
dred and eighty-five. ‘

®
® *

TEMPLAR MASONRY.

The new asylum of Detroit Commandery was dedicated on May 8,
1877, by Grand Commander Randall. This asylum served the
purposes of this Commandery for nearly a score of years, when it was
abandoned for the commodious quarters now occupied in the magnificent
temple on Lafayette Avenue. At this time, Detroit Commandery felt
a just pride in having one of the finest asylums in this country. The
following is an accurate description of it at that time:

The committee secured a lease of the upper story of the Wayne County Savings

. Bank building for a period of thirty years, and the building was constructed with
reference to the wants of the Commandery. The building is fifty-two feet front,
on Congress street, by one hundred and thirty-eight feet in depth, and is five stories
in height, including basement, is constructed of brick, with cut stone front, is fire-
proof, and is one of the most substantial structures in the city. The corridors lead-
ing to the Asylum are spacious and elegantly fitted up; the stairways wide and of
easy ascent. The first is of cut-stone, the second of iron, and the third and fourth
of oak and ash. The Asylum proper is 40x60, with arched ceiling, 21 feet to base
of arch and thirty-five feet 10 center, with sky-light. Surrounding the Asylum on
east, south and north is a corridor six feet in width, in which are the lockers for
the uniforms. Adjoining the Asylum on the northwest is the Red-Cross Room,
which is 20x20, while on the southwest is located the Preparation Rooms, and be-
tween the Red-Cross Room and Preparation Rooms is the Reception Room, which
communicates with all of the before-mentioned rooms. The Banquet Rooms are
located in the southwest part of the building, and are 25x50, adjoining which on
the east is the Pantry. The Parlors are in the northwest, and are 20x24, and
connect by sliding doors with the Banquet Rooms, affording opportunity to use
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both the Parlors and Banquet Rooms for either purpose. The vestibule is 15%20,
connected with which are Dining-room and Closet.

The furniture throughout is Norman-Gothic in style, of red oak, and is up-
holstered in all the rooms except the Parlors and Banquet Rooms, with scarlet plush.
All the other appointments are of modern design, and are elegant and appropriate.

The first meetmg in the new rooms was the regular conclave
held Friday evening, May sth, 1877.

After the tramsaction of the business of the evening, Eminent
Commander Jessa E. Saxton addressed the Commandery as follows:

“‘S1IrR KNIGHTS OF DETROIT COMMANDERY, No. 1: I have visited this Asylum
almost daily for the past sixty days. I have anxiously watched every stage of the
work to the completion of the whole. I have.met most of you here individually at
sundry times, and we have canvassed the work in all its details together.

Such being the case the natural inference would be that daily contact would
have rendered everything familiar, and that the transition from the old Asylum into
the new would have been easy and natural for me. But on the contrary I feel like
one in a dream as I stand here to-night,and I cannot realize the fact that e,
Detroit Commandery, No. 1, are the proud possessors of this magnificent Asylum.

But it is ours, and we are met here to-night to gather around our new hearth-
stone for the first time, and enjoy the culmination of our fond hopes and the fruits
of our strenuous labors.

During the past five years the subject of procuring new and more commodious
quarters for the Commandery has been more or less agitated, but it did not take
any definite form until June, 1875. On our return from our pilgrimage to New
York, it was apparent to all that the welfare of the Commandery demanded that
immediate and decisive steps be taken in that direction. The want of more room,
bad ventilation, difficult access and excessive danger in case of fire, deterred many
of our members from meeting with us at all. These points were strongly set forth
in a few stirring speeches on the morning of our arrival home, which resulted in
calling a special meeting and the appointment of a committee, who were authorized
to take prompt action toward securing a new Asylum. And here we behold the re-
sult. Our feelings on leaving the old Asylum are akin to those of parting with the
home of our childhood, for it was there that the most of us were first inducted into
the mysteries, beauties and glories of our noble Order. Its characteristics, fittings
and appointments are stamped upon our minds like the lineaments of an aged and
loving friend. It is there, and #iere only, that we can fully call up the sweet and
hallowed memories of those of our number who have lain off their Knightly armor
and partaken of that bitter cup of which we must all sooner or later partake.

The dedication of this new asylum was one of the most important
events in the history of Detroit Commandery up to that time.
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The proud and hospitable Sir Knights took full charge of their
guests and showed them every attention possible. FEach visitor had a
fully equipped Sir Knight for escort from the entrance to his seat, and
every detail of the arrangements was managed with that precision and
ready method for which Detroit Commandery has long been renowned.

The address upon this occasion was delivered by Sir Hugh Me-
Curdy, then Deputy Grand Commander, and was a most eloquent and
appropriate one. He closed it with these beautiful words:

In common with the brotherhood of the State, I congratulate you, Sir Knights
of Detroit Commandery, on the completion and dedication of this beautiful Temple.
It speaks for itself. When, in 1851, Masonic Lodge No. 2, offered you, in charity
and good will, the use of their hall as your asylum, it was actuated by the same
generous spirit that gave succor to the poor and oppressed Templar five centuries
ago. The fencing foils and wooden swords, improvised for your first meetings,
were long since thrown aside, and cosily, jeweled sword and scabbard now take their
place. Out of the old asylum into the new, is with you an act of consecration, and
an offering to Him who died for your atonement. In the erection of this Temple
of oriental magnificence, the dream of the German cottager becomes the type of your
hope. AHis humble cot, while he slept, lifted up its rafters. and it became a
cathedral,—the chimney became a spire, and the windows Gothic, filled with tinted
glass,—his fire-place became an altar, and his children, living and gone, became
seraphims, bending over that mercy-seat. Thus your work, here accomplished,
becomes a sanctuary, your benevolence, your love of charity, your grand idea of
humanity; enter at once, and lift it upward and outward as in the transformation of
the German's dream. Grander than imagination is this event, lifting the great
soul of man out of the selfishness and wrangle of daily life into a purer, kinder,
nobler realm of thought and feeling. In all that tends to your advancement, we
bid you still God-speed; may your glittering swords be ever endowed with justice
and fortitude; and may your proud banner ever displayed in the atmosphere of
honor and integrity, carry still higher the Christian’s symbol of ‘‘peace on earth—
good will to man.”’

The time had now arrived for the Order of Knights Templar in
Michigan to boldly declare itself upon the subject of temperance. In
his address at the annual conclave Grand Commander S. C. Randall
brought this subject to the front in these words:

Sir Knights: Is not the subject of Temperance a question that we, as members
of an Order founded on the Christian Religion and the practice of the Christian
Virtues, should investigate, and see whether we, as Christian Knights, are living

up to the principles of Temperance taught us at every step from the First Degree in
Masonry to the Order of the Temple? Whether we are not too much  in the habit
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of taking a social glass together while clothed as Knights Templar? and if it be
not too much the practice of Commanderies in this Jurisdiction, when entertaining
other Commanderies, to have liquors of different kinds at their headquarters (or in
a separate room) and on their banquet tables? Is not such use of liquors wrong,—
wrong in principle, and opposed by all the teachings of our Order? and should not
the practice be prohibited by an edict of this Grand Commandery forbidding its use
at our banquets, at the headquarters of our Commanderies, or by any member of the
Order in public while in uniform.

The committee to whom it was referred, closed their admirable re-
port thus:

There are in the minds of your Committee obvious reasons why a Commandery
should by practice inculcate the principles taught in our solemn ceremonies, and
likewise restrain the indulgence of any vice. And a vice so palpable as intemper-
ance should not be overlooked. Moreover, there are reciprocal obligations. We
demand conformity to our rules; why should we not recognize our obligations as an
organic body to the individual member? The question suggests its own answer.
The teacher should guide.

Your Committee are of the opinion that the suggestions contained in the Right
Eminent Grand Commander’s address are eminently proper and timely; and that
he is entitled to the commendation of this Grand Commandery for his presentation
of the subject.

We respectfully submit the following:

Resolved, That the following be adopted as an Edict of this Grand Comnmandery,
to take immediate effect:

EDICT.

Ordered, 'That the use of intoxicating liquors at, or about, or in any way in con-
nection with any banquet given or participated in by any Commandery, or part
thereof, is prohibited.

That the keeping, or having, or use of intoxicating liquors at headquarters of
any Commandery at its station or on a pilgrimage is prohibited.

Resolved, ‘That it is the sense of this Grand Commandery that each Subordi-
nate Commandery, by its Commander or by Committee, should take action to help
maintain and support each individual Sir Knight in the due discharge of his obliga-
tions, as interpreted by the noble precepts of our order.

This was adopted and has ever since been one of the standing
edicts of the Grand Commandery.

The officers elected for the year following May 9, 1877, were:
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Sir HucH McCurpy, Corunna, R. E. Grand Commander.

Sir HorLis F. Knaprp, Jackson, V. E. Deputy Grand Commander.
Sir FRANK HENDERSON, Kalamazoo, E. Grand Generalissimo.

Sir WM. B. WiLson, Hillsdale, E. Grand Captain General.

Sir REV. GEo. W. WILsoN, E. Saginaw, E. Grand Prelate.

Sir RoBT. G. CHANDLER, Coldwater, E. Grand Senior Warden.

Sir James B. NEwToN, Monroe, E. Grand Junior Warden.
Sir MARTIN S. SMmITH, Detroit, E. Grand Treasurer.

Sir WM. P. InNEs, P. G. C., Grand Rapids, E. Grand Recorder.

Sir GEo. W. CHANDLER, Lansing, Grand Standard Bearer.
Sir Rosr. H. MORRISON, Sturgis, Grand Sword Bearer.
Sir CorNELIUS W. STRAIT, Jackson, Grand Warder.

Sir ALEx. MCGREGOR, Detroit, Grand Sentinel.

Among the early duties of the new Grand Commander was the
taking of the Grand and many of the subordinate Commanderies to the
triennial conclave to the Grand Encampmentat Cleveland, Ohio, in
August, 1877.

Leaving Detroit on the morning of August 27, on the steamboat
Badger State, with the Detroit and Flint Commanderies, accompanied
by Gardner’s Flint Citv Band, and a large number of guests, the Grand
Commander and staff arrived in the “Forest City” that evening, and
after landing were at once escorted to their head-quarters through gai-
ly-decorated streets and throngs of plumed Knights. Buildings, public
and private, on every hand were decorated with the insignia of the
Order, and business localities gorgeously festooned with streamer, flag
and banner, in honor of the Grand Conclave. Massive arches,
triumphal in their character, were erected here and there, garlanded
with mottoes and devices, and everywhere was written “Welcome.”

All the Grand Officers were present, except Sir Knight Cornelius
W. Strait, Grand Warder, who was detained at home on account of ill
health, and whose office was temporarily filled by Sir Knight Edwin S.
Pierce, of Grand Rapids. There were also present the following Past
Grand Commanders, of this jurisdiction: Garra B. Noble, Theron A,
Flower, John Hoffman Armstrong, Edward D. Benedict, William P.
Innes, John L. Mitchell, Ellery I Garfield, Leonard H. Randall, Sol-
omon S. Mathews and Samuel C. Randall; also Past Dep. G. C. Charles
T. Hills and Past Grand Prelate, William Richmond Tillinghast.
The eighth division of the imposing parade comprised the visiting
Commanderies of Michigan:




FREEMASONRY IN MICHIGAN. 109

Detroit Commandery, No. 1. Flint City Band,

Pontiac Commandery, No. 2. Pontiac Cornet Band,

Eureka Commandery, No. 3. Matcheson’s Band,

Adrian Commandery, No. 4. Raisin River Band,

Port Huron Commandery, No. 7. Port Huron Band,

Peninsular Commandery, No. 8. Commandery Band.

Jackson Commandery, No. 9. Jackson City Band,

Jacobs Commandery, No. 10. Coldwater Cornet Band,

St. Bernard Commandery, No. 16. East Saginaw Band,

Three Rivers Commandery, No. 29. Crossett’s Constantine Band,
Besides these, Genessee Valley, Ionia and Columbia Commanderies were
well represented, but their Sir Knights took no partin parade, as sepa-
rate bodies. All along the line the Michigan Commanderies received
the spontaneous greetings of multitudes for their splendid appearance
and knightly bearing. ‘T'he division was marshalled by E. Sir Knights
Martin S. Smith and P. E. C. John P. Fiske.

Detroit Commandery again brought home the first prize for per-
fection in drill and the judges took occasion to personally compliment
Captain General Eugene Robinson as a drill-master, and Eminent Com-
mander Jessa E. Saxton on having the finest-drilled body of men in the
United States. ‘
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MASONRY IN THE YEAR 1878.

The thirty-fourth annual meeting of the Grand Lodge was held in
Grand Rapids, January 22 and 23, 1878. The following were chosen
Grand officers for that year:

."Grand Master.

. Deputy Grand Master.
. Senior Grand Warden.
. Junior Grand Warden.

JonN W. FINCH, Adrian, w
w
w
. W
. W. Grand Treasurer.
w
w
w
Se

DANIEL STRIKER, Hastings,
Rurus C. HATHEWAY, Ionia,
Jyo. W. McGRATH, Detroit,
Rurus W. LANDON, Niles,

Wwu. P. INNES, Grand Rapids,
ARTHUR M. CLARK, Lexington,

M
R
R
R
R
R. W. Grand Secretary.
R.
W. J. CHAPLIN, Kalamazoo, R.
W.
w
Ww.
w

. Grand Lecturer.
. Grand Chaplain
nior Grand Deacon.
. Junior Grand Deacon.
Grand Marshal.
. Grand Tiler.

D. WoopwarbD, Clinton,
GEo. N. MEAD, S. Camden,
N. HamirLToN, Buchanan,
F. M. FosTER, Jackson,

»
L
SKETCH OF JOHN W. FINCH.
GRAND MASTER. 1878.

John W. Finch, D. D. S., was born June 6th, 1826, at Arcadia,
Wayne Co., New York.

His parents were of English stock, and the doctor has inherited
many of the sturdy characteristics of his ancestors. He worked on the
farm in boyhood and during vacations while attending school, and was
a student at the Academies at Yates and Marion, N. Y., for several
years.

He taught school eleven winters while getting his education and
subsequently, and was successfultoa marked degree in this avocation.
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From 1850 to 1854 he worked at railroad construction, taking con-
tracts on the Illinois Central, Chicago & Alton, and Baltimore & Ohio
railroads. '

In 1855 he was married to Miss Frances M. Thorp, and located in
Chicago, being engaged in the grocery business.

In 1858 he went to Delaware, Ohio, to begin the study of dentistry,
and has since followed this vocation.

In 1862 he decided to locate in Adrian, Michigan, which city has
since been his home.

The Doctor was one of the few selected by the regents of the
University of Michigan, for the honorary degree of D. D. S., which was
conferred upon him March 5, 1879.

He has been honored by the suffrages of his fellow citizens in
Adrian and Lenawee County, many times; having served as Alderman
in 1870-'71, as a member of the School Board in 1874-'80, being
President of the same in 1878; and is now, and for several years has
been one of the Superintendents of the Poor for Lenawee County.

The Masonic life of Brother Finch has been an active one. He
was made a Mason in Meridian Suu Lodge, No. 266, at Richfield,
Summit County, Ohio, September, 1855, Royal Arch Mason in Adrian
Chapter, No. 10, Adrian, Michigan, 1864; Royal and Select Master in
Jonesville Council, No. 3, in 1865, and Knighted in Adrian Command-
ery, No. 4, K. T, in 1867.

He received the degrees of the Scottish Rite in Michigan Sovereign
Consistory, February 23, 1867. He has often been called to assume
the highest offices in the gift of his local Masonic bodies, having been
W. M. of Adrian Lodge, No. 19, ten years; H. P. of Adrian Chapter,
No. 10, two years; T. I. M. of Adrian Council, No. 18, several years,
and E. C. of Adrian Commandery, No. 4, K. T., nine years.

He also has served in the Scottish Rite bodies, having filled the

offices of T. P. G. M. Zion Lodge of Perfection, and M. W. & P. M.
Mt. Calvary Chapter of Rose Croix.

To complete his official career, Brother Finch, by virtue of the
confidence and good will of his brethren and companions, and after
filling various subordinate offices, was elected Grand High Priest in
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1873, and Grand Master in 1878, serving acceptably in each Grand
body one year.

***

Among the official acts of Grand Master Finch, was the granting
of dispensations for three new lodges to be located at Perry, Torch
Lake, and Reed City.

In August he issued an appeal in behalf of those who were suf-
fering from the yellow fever epidemic in the southern states, and as a
result of that appeal the lodges in Michigan quickly responded with
contributions to the amount of $4,441.80. In addition to this sum a
further amount of $1,285.75 was contributed by the Chapters, Councils
and Commanderies, making a total of $5,727.55 contributed by Michi-
gan Masons, and which was sent to the respective Grand Secretaries
for use in the states of Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee. Com-
menting upon this action, Grand Master Finch said:

This call was responded to by nearly every Lodge in this Jurisdiction with that
noble charity, which, rising above the sectional differences of the past, regarded
only the cry of woe which eloquently appealed to the merciful heart of humanity.

God bless those Lodges, whose generosity, forgetting the estrangements of the
past, pausing not to enquire who once wore the blue, or who the gray, flowed out
in deeds of substantial benevolence and brotherly sympathy.

These acts of kindness, magnanimously expressed, and gratefully appreciated,
have more than a common significance; and we may hope to realize therefrom an
abundant fruition. The feelings of bitterness, which by reason of the unhappy
events of the recent past, had rankled unappeased in the Southern heart toward the
North, and the flames of discord fanned by political breezes, met their extinguish-
ment in the overwhelming charity and sympathy of the whole country, for timely
succor extended to the grief-stricken people of the South, in the hour of their ex-
treme ordeal. Thus, ‘‘whatis man’s necessity is God’s opportunity”’ for uniting
the hearts of an estranged people.

As has been remarked by a southern statesman, ‘‘instead of harboring one
feeling of malice or hatred toward a people so generous, I feel rather like standing
before them with bared head and outstretched arms and gather them to my heart.”’

It was in this year that Calvin C. Burt, who has come to be known,
not only in this state, but all over the union, first came to the notice of
the craft in Michigan, with his, so called, “Egyptian rite of Memphis,”
and the action of Grand Master Finch in his case paved the way for the
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oft repeated acts and declarations of the Grand Lodge in the same mat-
ter during the next twenty years.

Three lodges lost their halls and contents by fire during this year.
Climax Lodge, No. 59 was burned on the thirteenth day of January,
and on December 23d, the hall and furniture of Oxford Lodge, No. 84,
was destroyed in like manner. Salt River Lodge, No. 288 also lost its
hall in this year.

Marshall Lodge, No. 294 also passed out of existence in this year
by consolidating with St. Albans Lodge, No. 20, of the same place.

This year, like the preceding one, showed a falling off in member-
ship in the state, the loss in 1878 being three hundred and twenty, the
aggregate membership at the close of the year being 25,624.

®
P

ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.

The annual convocation of the Grand Chapter in 1878 was held in
Detroit. At this meeting the Chapter at Petersburg was granted
permission to remove to Dundee, where it has since continued to
diffuse light and information in that enterprising village.

An edict was also adopted making it the imperative duty of a
Chapter to inflict the penalty of expulsion or indefinite suspension upon
any companion convicted of the masonic offense of non-payment of
dues, and instructing the Grand High Priest to arrest the charter of
any Chapter that refused to execute this edict.

The financial situation was gradually improving and the Grand
Chapter had a balance on hand at the beginning of this year, of a
little more than two thousand dollars, after deducting the estimated
expenses for the year.

The officers for 1878 were:

Comp. CHAS. J. KRUGER,
Comp. Davip C. SPAULDING,
Comp. S. H. NORTON,
Comp. CHAs. H. AXTELL,
Comp. Rurus W. LANDON,
Comp. WM. P. INNES,

Comp. REV. WM. STOWE,

E. Grand High Priest.
E. Deputy Grand High Priest.
. E. Grand King.
. E. Grand Scribe.

E.

E.

E.

. Grand Treasurer.
Grand Secretary.
Grand Chaplain.

WARRRARR
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Comp. Davip BOVEE,

R. rand Captain of Host.
Comp. C. W. STrAIT, R.

R

R

E. G
E. Grand Principal Sojourner.
Comp. R. H. MORRISON, E. Grand Royal Arch Captain.
Comp. A. M. CLARK, E. Grand Lecturer.
Comp. THERON F. GIDDINGS, E. Grand Master Third Vail.
Comp. J. F. Hicks, E. Grand Master Second Vail.
Comp. W. I. LATTIMER, E.
E.

Comp. WM. V. GRIFFITH,

Grand Master First Vail.
Grand Sentinel.

*
* *

SKETCH OF CHARLES J. KRUGER.

Charles J. Kruger was born in Rendsburg, Holstein, (then a prov-
ince of Denmark,) on the 25th of March, 1825, and received his early
education in that place. In 1840 he came with his parents to New
York, arriving there on September 16th. He there learned the trade
of Saddle, Harness and Trunk Maker, which was afterwards his prin-
cipal vocation. From 1845 to 1848 he lived at Tompkinsville, Staten
Island. In May, 1848, he removed to Detroit, where he remained one
year, working at his trade, when, seeking a field where he might es-
tablish himself in business, he went to Niles, where he was in business
for a couple of years. In 1851 he removed to Grand Rapids, in which
place he resided and conducted his business for nearly thirty years.
In 1880 he removed to St. Paul, Minnesota, where he has since resided.

His Masonic career commenced in 1855, when, at thirty years of
age, he was made a Mason in Grand River Lodge, No. 34, Grand Rap-
ids. Finding in Masonry that peculiar charm which every masonic
student experiences, he made rapid progress therein; in 1857 he re-
ceived the Chapter degrees; in 1862 became a Knight Templar, and in
1868 was invested with the Scottish Rite degrees. His membership in
all these bodies was in Grand Rapids, and he was ranked among the
most active and valued members. His ability secured recognition and
he filled nearly all the offices in Lodge, Chapter and Commandery with-
in the next few years.

He was elected to numerous offices in the Grand Lodge, Grand
Chapter and Grand Commandery, and in 1878 was elected Grand High
Priest of the Grand Chapter, and performed his duties so as to win the
favor and approbation of his companions.
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After his removal to St. Paul, he affiliated with the masonic bodies
in that city and still retains his membership there, and at upwards of
seventy years of age, still retains his ardent love for Masonry.

L * *®

There was one new Chapter started this year, it being located at
Cadillac. It became a strong and healthy constituent of the Grand
Chapter and Grand High Priest Kruger never had cause to regret is-
suing the dispensation that gave it life.

M. E. Companion Kruger appealed to the Chapters for aid for the
sufferers by the yellow fever epidemic in the south, and seven hundred
and fifty dollars were speedily donated for this purpose.

To the Royal Craft in Michigan the year was a prosperous and un-
eventful one. The Chapters worked in great harmony and added
many new and zealous companions to their ranks.

*
* *

TEMPLAR MASONRY.

On May oth, 1878, just one week before the gathering of Michi-
gan Knights in annual conclave, Eminent Sir James B. Newton, Grand
Junior Warden, died in Monroe at the age of forty-six years. So sud-
den was his death that few knew of his illness until the end had come.
He was buried in Pontiac, the services being performed by Pontiac
Commandery.

At the annual conclave, Sir Vincent L. Hurlbut, Grand Master,
and Sir Theodore S. Parvin, Grand Recorder, of the Grand Encamp-
ment of the United States, paid an official and fraternal visit to our
Grand Commandery. They were received with the honors due to their
exalted stations. In the course of remarks, these distinguished Fraters
referred to Michigan in a way to gratify every hearer. The Grand
Master said:

‘““T'he fraters of this jurisdiction are second to none in zeal and efh-
ciency, and the honors they have so repeatedly borne so proudly away
from the field against all competitors, is the renowned proof of their
persistent and untiring energy.”

R. E. Sir Parvin said:
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Personally, I am no stranger to the history of Templarism in this Jurisdiction
to which you have alluded. It was my pleasure as a member of the Grand En-
campment at that early day to lend my aid, however feeble, to put in motion the
car which has rolled on to the accomplishment of so much of the journey before us.
And as a Sir Knight and Officer I rejoice at the success which has attended your
efforts and crowned your labors. I had the pleasure of meeting many of your mem-
bership and those of your celebrated Commandery, Detroit, No. 1, at Baltimore in
1871, at New Orleans in 1874 and again at Cleveland in 1877, and as the historian
of those conclaves I would gladly give a page to emblazon their success—a success
which needed no commendation at my hands, for the Templars of Detroit and of
Michigan are known and their works are read of all Templars wherever dispersed.

At the election of officers the following were chosen for the ensuing
year:
Sir Knight HoLLis F. KNnaPP, Jackson, R. E. Grand Commander.
Sir Knight FRANK HENDERSON, Kalamazoo, V. E. Deputy Grand Commander.
Sir Knight WiLrLiam B. WiLson, Hillsdale, E. Grand Generalissimo.
Sir Knight EUGENE ROBINSON, Detroit, E. Grand Captain General.
Rev. Sir Kt. GEORGE W. WiLsoN, E. Sag. E. Grand Prelate.
Sir Kt. GEORGE W. CHANDLER, Lansing, E. Grand Senior Warden.
Sir Knight CHARLES E. GR1ssoN, St. Johns, E. Grand Junior Warden.
Sir Knight MARTIN S. SMITH, Detroit, E. Grand Treasurer.
Sir Kt. WiLLiaM P. INNEs, Grand Rapids, E. Grand Recorder.
Sir Kt. HEMAN N. MoorE, Grand Rapids,  Grand Standard Bearer.
Sir Knight EpwArRD W. KELLY, Hillsdale, Grand Sword Bearer.
Sir Knight DANIEL D. THURBER, Pontiac, Grand Warder.
Sir Kt. ALEXANDER MCGREGOR, Detroit, Grand Sentinel.

* ¥ x

SKETCH OF HOLLIS F. KNAPP.

Hollis F. Knapp was born September 11, 1835, at Darien, Genesee
County, New York, and while a boy, came to Jackson, Michigan, which
place, except for a brief time, remained his home all the rest of his
life. Upon leaving school he was for a time, aclerk in the Jackson
post office, which position he resigned to take a place in the United
States Custom House in Detroit, under Col. M. Shoemaker.

Returning to Jackson, he took a position in the People’s National
Bank. About the year 1865 the furniture firm of Gilbert, Ransom &
Knapp was formed and a factory was started at the prison which con-
tinued for a number of years. Mr. Knapp continued in the furniture
business until about 1883, when he practically retired from active
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business. He was said to be one of the most proficient accountants in
in the state, and during the later years of his life was largely employed
in straightening out books for business firms.

He served as alderman and supervisor, and was for twelve years a
member of the Board of Education. His last public position was that
of clerk to the superintendeunt of the Jackson public building. In poli-
tics he was a democrat and he was always warmly interested in the suc-
cess of his party.

Brother Knapp was made a Mason in Michigan Lodge, No. 50, on
January 21, 1857, and was its Worshipful Master in 1867 and 1868.
He became a Royal Arch Mason the next year after he first made a
start in Masonry, and soon afterwards was created a Knight Templar,
in which order he achieved high honors, being Eminent Commander of
Jackson Commandery for some time, and in 1878 was elected Right
Eminent Grand Commander and served with much ability for one year.
He was also a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason and a member
of Michigan Sovereign Consistory in Detroit.

He died at his home in Jackson on the Fourth day of February,
1897 and his burial services were conducted by the officers of the Grand
Commandery.

4
& B

Robinson’s Tacticts was unanimously adopted by the Grand Com-
mandery at this conclave, and made the only authorized system of drill
for the use of Michigan Commanderies. This was a fine compliment
to Sir Eugene Robinson, the efficient Captain General of Detroit Com-
mandery, to whom that body is indebted for its wonderful career as the
best drilled Commandery in the world.

%
* *
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MASONRY IN THE YEAR 1879.

The Grand Lodge held its annual meeting this year in Jackson.
In presenting a review of his work for the past year Grand Mas-
ter Finch called attention to the Grand Orient of France and its
atheistic tendencies. Upon this subject he said:

Masonry as a moral institution has for its chief corner-stone, a belief in the
existence of a Supreme Being. Its teachings and traditions from its earliest incep-
tion down through all the ages has been to acknowledge T. G. A. O. T. U. as our
Supreme Governor and Master. Its traditions are founded on the events that trans-
pired during the construction of the first Temple which K. S. erected and dedicat-
ed to the Most HicH Gop, the GREAT I AM of the Jewish nation. In all civ-
ilized nations wherever an Altar has been erected to Masonry, on it has been placed
a copy of the Book of the Law, asone of its first Great Lights. A candidate for
admission into the mysteries of our Order, must on bended knee proclaim his belief
in the existence of a Deity, before he can be permitted to behold the beauties of our
inner Temple.

On this foundation Masonry has withstood the tempests of persecution, and
war desolation, while time, to which all things sublunary must yield, has contribut-
ed to formulate and perfect its beauties.

Its principles, like truth, are everlasting.

Yet the Great Orient of France, surrounded by atheism and infidelity, has by
a decided majority yielded to the popular clamor and stricken from its constitution
the requirements of a belief in Deity, and substituted therefore ‘‘absolute liberty of
conscience and human solidarity.”” It excludes no man on account of his belief.
Although fraternal relations have been severed with the Great Orient of France
since 1870, on account of its infringement of the Grand Jurisdiction of Louisiana; I
think this innovation upon the established principles of our Order should receive
the severest condemnation of this Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge subsequently adopted the following resolution:
Resolved, That this Grand Lodge does most fully and heartily endorse the
sentiments expressed by the M. W. Grand Master in affirming that ‘‘Masonry as a
moral institution has for its chief corner-stone a belief in the existence of a Supreme
Being,’’ and that this Grand Lodge does hereby intend to utter, as one of its deep-
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est and most solemn convictions, the belief that it is primarily and essentially upon
this rock, that the strength, perpetuity and glory of the institution of Free Masonry
most materially depend.

The officers elected at this meeting, to serve for the year 1879,
were:

DANIEL STRIKER, Hastings, M. W. Grand Master.

Rurus C. HATHEWAY, Ionia, R. W. Deputy Grand Master.
JNo. W. McGRrATH, Detroit, R. W. Senior Grand Warden.
J. B. F. Curtis, M. D., Flint, R. W. Junior Grand Warden.
Rurus W. LaNDON, Niles, R. W. Grand Treasurer.

Wnw. P. INNES, Grand Rapids, R. W. Grand Secretary.
ARrTHUR M. CLARK. Lexington, R. W Grand Lecturer.

REv. C. I. DEYOE, Mendon, Grand Chaplain.

BrrA CoGsHALL, Holly, Senior Grand Deacon.

J. T. RoBERTS, Saranac, Junior Grand Deacon.

LEwrs GRANT, Monroe, Grand Marshal.

BransHAwW HopGKINSON, Wayne, Grand Tyler.

*
* *

SKETCH OF DANIEL STRIKER.

GRAND MASTER, 1879.

Daniel Striker, of Hastings, Michigan, was born April 9, 1835, at
Rose, Wayne County, New York. In August 1835, he with his parents
emigrated to the then Territory of Michigan and settled at Concord,
Jackson County, and in March, 1851, moved to Baltimore, Barry
County, then a wilderness, where he remained until October, 1855,
when he went to Hastings and engaged with Barlow & Goodyear, mer-
chants, as a clerk at $13 per month. He remained with them three
years, when he was elected County Clerk in 1858, serving four years.
In 1866 he was again elected County Clerk and served four years more.
In the mean time he had been Deputy for two years, Supervisor, Super-
intendent of Poor and Assessor of the Village for a number of years.
In 1870 was elected as Secretary of State which position he filled for
four years. In this same year he was admitted to the bar of Barry
County, Hon. Louis T. Lovell, Presiding Judge, but he never engaged
actively in the practice of Law. From January, 1861, to November,
1866 he was engaged in the drug and book trade with James P. Rob-
erts under the firm name of Roberts and Striker.
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Like most boys brought up on a farm, his education was limited
to the common district school, save one term at the Michigan Central
College at Spring Arbor, Michigan, and one term at Hastings Union
School. He taught school two winters.

In 1873 he was chosen a Director of the Hastings National Bank,
and 1877 its Vice President, and later was made President, which po-
sition he still holds. In 1882 he was elected Chairman of the Albion
College Endowment Fund Committee, to succeed the Hon. John Owen
of Detroit. In this position he has charge of the assests of the En-
dowment Fund, which at the present time amounts to about $200,000
and the management of which, together with that of the bank, occupies
his time quite fully. Besides these duties he devotes some attention to
the settlement of estates.

October 1, 1862, he was married to Miss Sarah E. Fancher, a na-
tive of German Flats, Herkimer County, New York, although a resi-
dent of Hastings since 1855.

Brother Striker was made a Mason in Hasting’s Lodge, No. 52,
November 17, 1857. Was Secretary in 1859 and’60, Senior Deacon
in 1852, Sznior Warden in 1853 and Worshipful Master, 1864, 66,
’69 and ’7o. Was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Battle Creek Chap-
ter, No. 19, May 7, 1863, and was dimitted in April, 1869, to become a
charter member of Hastings Chapter, No. 68, and served as the High
Priest of the new Chapter U. D, also for the years 1870 and 1871. He
received the Council Degrees in Giblum Council, No. 49, in 1876, the
Commandery orders in DeMolai, No. 5, Grand Rapids, July 15, 1870;
received the Consistory degrees of the Scottish Rite in DeWitt Clinton
Consistory at Grand Rapids, February 20, 1879 and the 33d and last
degree at Chicago, September 14, 1886, and is also a “Shriner,” being
a charter member of Saladin Temple.

Brother Striker was elected Deputy Grand Master in 1878 and
Grand Master in 1879, serving one year. In Capitular Masonry he
has likewise attained marked distinction. He was elected Grand
Principal Sojourner in 1881, Grand Captain of the Host in 1882, Grand
Scribe in 1883, Grand King in 1884, Deputy Grand High Priest in
1885 and Grand High Priest in 1886. In 1891 he was elected General
Grand Treasurer of the General Grand Chapter of the United States
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at the triennial convocation in Minneapolis, and was re-elected at the
last convocation at Topeka, Kansas, in 1894. He is also treasurer of
all the subordinate Masonic bodies at Hastings.

He is a regular attendant at the meetings of Grand Lodge and
Grand Chapter, and is one of those whose counsel is much sought by
his brethren.

During his residence of more than forty years in Hastings, he has
earned, and enjoyed in a marked degree, the confidence and esteem of
his fellow citizens, who have ever found him faithful to every trust re-
posed in him.

*
* *
Two brothers who had been prominent in Michigan Masonry
for many years, died during this year. Both had served the craft as

Grand Chaplain; both had been active and enthusiastic in Masonry as
well as earnest christian ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

ISRAEL COGSHALL was born in Schenectady, N. Y., September 22,
1820, and came to Michigan about the year 1843. He was a prominent
and influential clergyman for thirty-six years and enjoyed the confi-
dence and good-will of his people in a marked degree. He was made a
Mason in St. Joseph Valley Lodge, No. 4, on April 29, 1856, and always
took a very active interest in Masonry. He was Grand Chaplain of
the Grand Lodge in 1860. He died in Coldwater on the seventh day
of April, 1879, at the age of fifty-nine years.

B. F. DovGHTY was born in Sodus, N. Y., in the year 1824. He
removed to Michigan when about twenty-three years of age, and this
state was his home during the rest of his earthly life. He was a prom-
inent Methodist minister and was widely known throughout the state.
In our mystic fraternity he found much to admire and to love and con-
sequently he became an ardent and enthusiastic Mason.

The date of his initiation into Masonry is not known to the writer,
but he became a member of Mt. Hermon Lodge, No. 24, .by affiliation,
December 11, 1856, and from this time on, wherever he was located in
the ministry he was also active in masonic work. He was Grand
Lecturer for the Grand Chapter in 1875, 1876 and 1877, and Grand
Chaplain in 1879, and devoted much time and study to the Royal Arch
work. He was Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge for the years
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1858 and 1874. He died at Sturgis on the eighth day of June, 1879,
aged fifty-five years.
x "%

On September ninth Grand Master Striker held a special communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge in the village of Stanton and laid the corner-
stone of the new Montcalm County Court House. It was an occasion
of great interest to the members of the fraternity in that vicinity, as
well as to the public generally.

Two new lodges commenced work this year under dispensations
granted by M. W. Brother Striker. They were at Peck and Belding.
Both have continued healthy and vigorous to this day.

* * *
ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.

The Grand Chapter met in 1879 in the city of Jackson, its birth-
place thirty-one years before. In these years the Grand Chapter had
grown from a Body with three subordinates and about fifty members,
to more than a hundred Chapters and more than six thousand Royal
Arch Masons. Surely the good seed planted thirty years before had
fallen into good ground and brought an abundant harvest.

The By-Laws and Rules of Order which have prevailed in this
jurisdiction for nearly a score of years were approved at this meeting,
and laid over for one year when they were finally adopted. They were
largely the work of M. E. Companion A. I. Sawyer, who devoted much
time to the preparation of what now constitutes our fundamental law.

At the annual election of officers, Rufus W. Landon, who had been

Grand Treasurer for seventeen years, was retired, being succeeded by
H. Shaw Noble, of Monroe.

The full list of officers elected at this time, is as follows:

M. E. Comp. Davip C. SPAULDING, Grand High Priest.

V. E. Comp. SAmMUEL H. NORTON, Deputy Grand High Priest.
R. E. Comp. CHARLES H. AXTELL, Grand King.

R. E. Comp. Wu. S. TURCK, Grand Scribe.

R. E. Comp. H. SHAW NOBLE, Grand Treasurer.

R. E. Comp. Wu. P. INNES, Grand Secretary.

R. E. Comp. REv. B. F. DouGHTY, Grand Chaplain.

R. E. Comp. GEORGE HiLL, Grand Captain of Host.
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R. E. Comp. THERON F. GIDDINGS, Grand Principal Sojourner.
R. E. Comp. A. J. FOSTER, Grand Royal Arch Captain.
R. E. Comp. A. M. CLARK, Grand Lecturer.
E. Comp. W. IRVING LATIMER, Grand Master Third Vail.
E. Comp. H. M. ZEKIND, Grand Master Second Vail.
E. Comp. B. F. WATTs, Grand Master First Vail.
w o

SKETCH OF DAVID C. SPAULDING.

David C. Spaulding was born in South Butler, Wayne Co. N. Y.,
Sept. 31st., 1834, being one of four children. At an early age he lost
his father, who was killed by a runaway team, and he was then left to
the care of the older children and to largely shift for himself. At the age
of sixteen he came to Michigan and was taken into the home of Dr.
Edward Cox of Battle Creek, with whom he studied medicine and at
the same time attended the Battle Creek high school till twenty-two
years of age, when he entered the medical department of the Michigan
University, graduating from the institution in 1858: After graduating
he located at Lyons, Ionia County, Michigan, where he still resides. In
1859 he was married to Martha A. Ingersoll of Marshall, Michigan,
who still survives. Two children were born to them, Edward C. a
practicing attorney at law, and Eliza B. who died in infancy.

In July, 1862, Dr. Spaulding entered the United States service as
assistant surgeon of the sixth Michigan Cavalry, and was promoted to
Surgeon of the tenth Michigan Cavalry in July 1863, which rank he
held till the close of the war. He was made a Mason in Battle Creek
Lodge, No. 12, in 1856, and took the Chapter degrees at Battle Creek
in 1857. Joined Lyons Lodge, No. 37, in 1859, and after returning
from the war in 1866, he assisted in organizing Lyons Chapter, No. 60,
and was made its first High Priest. He has held this station in the
Chapter and also that of Master in the Lodge, for many terms, and in
1879 held the office of Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of
this state.

In 1891 and 1892 he was Surgeon of the Michigan Soldiers Home,
under Governor Winauns.
* * *
The death of Companion B. F. Doughty, in this year, was sorely
felt in the circles of Capitular Masonry, where he had so assiduously
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labored for many years, and he will long be remembered by the many
companions who received instruction from him.

Rev. George D. Mortimer, of Grand Rapids, was appointed Grand
Chaplain to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Companion Doughty.

Three Chapters surrendered their charters and ceased to work in
this year. They were Richmond, No. 64, Morenci, No. 76, and
Pinckney, No. 86. This most forcibly verified the statements of
several Grand High Priests during former years, that too many Chap-
ters were being started in small places where they were not likely to
be sustained for any great length of time.

That the live Chapters were doing good work is shown by the fact
that at the close of the year there were six thousand eight hundred
and seventy-three affiliated Royal Arch Masons in the state.

®
* *

TEMPLAR MASONRY.

The year 1879 proved a peaceful and quiet one for Templar Ma-
sonry. No new Commanderies had been organized for several years,
and the prevailing sentiment seemed to be that there were enough now
working to fill the real demand for several years to come. So strong
was this sentiment that nearly every Grand Commander now reiterated
that statement in his annual address. Those already working were
proving by their works that they were worthy of the places they held
on the roll of the Grand Commandery, and a good degree of prosperity
was attending them.

At the annual conclave in that year, the following Sir Knights
drew prizes in the election contest:

Sir Kt. FRANK HENDERsSON, Kalamazoo, R. E. Grand Commander.

Sir Kt. WM. B. WiLsoN, Muskegon, V. E. Deputy Grand Commander.
Sir Kt. GFORGE W. CHANDLER, Lansing, E. Grand Generalissimo.

Sir Knight EUGENE ROBINSON, Detroit, E. Grand Captain General.

Rev. Sir Kt. G. D. E. MORTIMER, Gd. Rapids, E. Grand Prelate.

Sir Knight CHAs. E. GRrIssoN, St. Johns, E. Grand Senior Warden.

Sir Knight EpwArRD W. KELLY, Hillsdale, E. Grand Junior Warden.

Sir Knight MARTIN S. SMITH, Detroit, E. Grand Treasurer.

Sir Kt. WirLLiaM P. INNES, Grand Rapids, E. Grand Recorder.

Sir Kt. HEMAN N. MOoORE, Grand Rapids, Grand Standard Bearer.
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Sir Knight DANIEL D. THURBER, Pontiac, Grand Sword Bearer.
Sir Knight R. ALLEN HaLL, Coldwater, Grand Warder.
Sir Knight ALEX. MCGREGOR, Detroit, Grand Sentinel.
Rev. Geo. W. Wilson, who had been Grand Prelate for three years,
declined another election and Rev. G. D. Mortimer was chosen in his
place.

A commiittee was appointed to make all necessary arrangements
for the accommodation and comfort of the Michigan delegation to the
next triennial conclave of the Grand Encampment.

At this time it was the custom for each Grand Commander to
divide the state into districts assigning one district to each Grand Officer,
whose duty it was to inspect all the Commanderies therein. This system
not proving satisfactory, the Grand Commandery mnow abolished it
and since that time each Grand Commander has used his individual
judgment as to the manner and frequency of these inspections.

E
* *® .
SKETCH OF FRANK HENDERSON.

Frank Henderson was born in Onondaga County, New York, on
the eighth day of October, 1841. He came to Michigan when but
thirteen years of age. His education was secured in the public schools
and was finished in the High School in Dowagiac.

In 1860 he came to Kalamazoo, where he has ever since resided.

He was engaged for a time in the dry goods trade, and also in
hardware business. Later he embarked in the manufacture of regalia
for masonic and other societies, and the business then established has
grown to be one of the leading ones of its kind in the TUJnited States,
and the Henderson uniforms are everywhere recognized as among the
best made in the country. The constant and remarkable growth of his
business has demanded all his time, and consequently he has had little
leisure to devote to politics or public matters, and although frequently
urged to accept nomination has steadfastly declined to do so.

As might be expected from his line of business, he has always had
a deep interest in Masonry and has been a prominent and active mem-
ber of all the local bodies in his city, and when, as Eminent Comman-
der of Peninsular Commandery, he commenced to attend the Grand
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Commandery, he was soon placed ‘‘in the line,” and rose step by step
to the proud position of Grand Commander, to which place he was
elected in 1879. He performed all the duties of his ofice with credit
and to the satisfaction of his constituents, and since retiring from that
position, has remained an active member of that body.

* * *

On November 1st, Sir Zachariah Chandler, long a member of De-
troit Commandery, and one of the greatest statesmen in America, died
in Chicago. His name stands out boldly on the pages of the world’s
history, as an out-spoken and fearless advocate of the equal rights of
all men before the law. In his life and character he exemplified the
grand characteristics of the true Knight—a manly and lofty courage
which assailed the wrong, however panoplied in power, and defended
the oppressed, weak and friendless.
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MASONRY IN THE YEAR 188o0.

The financial condition of the Grand Lodge continued to be a
source of anxiety to the principal officers of that Body. During Grand
Master Striker’s official year the treasury was entirely exhausted and
he advanced to the Grand Lodge about eighteen hundred dollars to
pay the current expenses. Commenting upon this matter, Grand Mas-
ter Striker said in his annual address:

I have to recommend for your consideration that Section 26 of the Grand Lodge
By-Laws be amended by striking out ‘“Thirty-five’’ and inserting in lieu thereof
“Fifty.”’ This will increase our annual rev<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>