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PREFACE.

TaE following documents are compiled with the design of se-
curing them from the grasp of Masonic power; advancing the
cause of truth and justice; preserving the rights and liberties of
our country; promoting the glory of the Redeemer’s kingdom;
and saving souls from destruction. .

During several years the compiler was a member of the Ma-
sonic fraternity. While he regarded the ceremonies of the order
with disgust, and its oaths with abhorrence, he supposed that
there existed principles in the institution which were pure and
and holy. In the peculiar providence of God, he was led to in-
vestigate the subject; he found it wholly corrupt; its morality, a
shadow; its benevolence, selfishness; its religion, infidelity; and
that as a system it was an engine of Satan, calculated to enslave
the children of men, and pour contempt on the Most High.

In the immolation of Morgan, he saw the fate of Masonry—

. * * * * “Its fall
Determined, and its hapless crew—involved
In’ that dark deed of death ‘contagion spread
Both of its crime and punishment:’

He saw the hand of God inscribing on its mystic pillars, *Mene
Tekel, Upharsin;’ and

‘From amidst them forth he ’d
Long way through hostile scorn, which he sustain’d
Superior, nor of violence fear'd ought;
And with retorted scorn his back he turn’d
On’ that proud TEMPLB ‘to destruction doom’d !’

Since that event he has been impelled by duty to ijs otfintry
and his God, to hazard his property, character, and Ufe; ir'exer-
tions to overthrow an institution which has arisen 'among the
nations in power and glory, and like mystic Babylon made them
‘drunk with the wine of her fornication!

‘Here will he stand and breast him to the shock,
Till he or Denmark falls,’
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From the unwearied exertions of the brotherhood to suppress:
the light and impede the progress of truth, in relation to their out-
rages of September, 1826, and the revelations of Free Masonry
made by Capt. Morgan and a Convention of Seceding Masons,
e has thought of no way in which he could do so much for the
advancement of the cause of liberty and truth, as to embody in
one volume all the documents pertaining to the secrets of the in-
stitution; the recent violation of our laws and liberties by the
Masopic fraternity; the proceedings of Anti-Masonic conventions;.
essays; orations; and remarks on the principles of the order—all.
of which are eminently calculated to give light on Masonry. He
believes that such a work is important, not only for the present
crisis, but or the benefit of posterity. He hopes it will receive,
that patronage to which it may be entitled. Should he, however,
after ‘biding the pelting of the pitiless storm,’ hear only murmurs
of disapprobation from the world, even then he will be cheered
in the fuﬁillment of duty, by the “still small voice’ which whispers

. ‘peace:’

¢As when a wretch from thick polluted airy

Darkness, and stench, and suffocating damps,
_ And dungeon horrors, by kind fate discharged,

Climbs some fair eminence, where ether pure

Surrounds him, and Elysian prospects risc,

His heart exults, his spirits cast their load;

As if new born, he triumphs in the change.

So joys the soul, when from inglorious aims,

Ané sordid sweets from feculense and forth,

Of ties terrestrial, set at large, she mounts

To reason’s region, her own element, o

Breathes hopes immortal, and affects the skies.’
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INTRODUCTION.

IN justice to myself, I cannot present this work to the public,
without a brief exhibition of the facts which have led to its publi-
cation. ‘ '

Soon after I commenced the service of Christ, Free Masonry
was commended to my attention as an institution from heaven;
moral, benevolerit, of great antiquity, the twin sister of Chris-
tianity, possessing the patronage 8f the wise, the great, and good,
and highly important to the ministers of the Lord Jesus. Wish-
ing to avail myself of every auxiliary in promotmg the glory of
God and the happiness of my fellow men, I readily received the
three first degrees. My disappointment none can know, but those
who have, in similar circumstances, been led in the same path of
folly and sin. [ silently retired from the institution, and for three
years was hardly known as a Mason. 1 was not, however, with-
out my reflections on the subject. I considered what I had taken
as frivolous and wicked; but was unwilling to believe that there
existed no substantial good in the order; and this idea was
strengthened from the fact that many of my friends of a higher
grade in Masonry taught me, that what I had received was not the
‘magnum bonum’ of the institution, but that this was yet to be
attained. Not being able to advocate its cause from the know-
ledge I bad derived of its principles, and supposing that the. obli-
gations I had received were morally binding, 1 could not say ‘pro
nor con’ concerning it, without a violation of my conscience.
‘With these views I embraced an offer to advance into the higher
orders of mysticism, and reached forward to attain the desired end.
In the reception of the Chaptoral degrees, my embarrassment in-
creased. When I came to the oath of a Royal Arch Mason, which
obligates to deliver a companion, ‘right or wrong,’ I made a full
stop and objected to proceeding. I was then assured in'the most
positive terms, that all would in the end be explained to my full
satisfaction. But no such explanation took place. I Xought I—
Is this Free Masonry!? Is this the ancient and honorable institu-
tion patronized by thousands of the great and good! Upon
my suggesting some queries to a Masonic friend, he gravely id-
formed me that the first seven degrees were founded on the Old
Festament, mcﬁere but a shadow of good things to come; th=*

L)



vi . INTRODUCTION.

if Y wished to arrive at perfection, I must proceed to the sublime
and ineffable degrees. These assurances, the awful oaths I had
taken, with their penalties, and the vengeance of this most power-
ful institution, combined to deter me from renouncing it -as evil.
After much deliberation, hoping to find something in the higher
orders to redeem the character of the institution in my estimation,
1 entered the lodge of Perfection and took the ineffable degrees.

Atout this time I learned that William. Morgan was writing
Maconry. for publication,. My informer was then a Baptist minis-
ter in high standing, and a Royal Arch Mason. He remarked
that Margan’s writing Masonry was the greatest piece of depra-
vity he ever knew; that some measures must be taken to stop it;
that he would be one of a number to put him out of the way; that
God looked upon the institution with so much complacency, he
would never bring the perpetrators to light; that there had already
been two meetings on the subject; and that he expected there
would be another on that day; and finally attempted to justify his
murder from Masonry and the word of God! ‘

This conversation took place in Covington, (where I then liv-
ed,) five weeks before Morgan was murdered; and I should af
this early period have informed him of his danger, had I not un-
derstoed that he was on his guard and prepared for a defence.

The next week I left home for my health, and was absent some
weeks. I returned on the 16th of September, and soon learned
that Morgan was kidnapped and probably murdered! I conversed
with the Masons on the subject, and they justified both his ab-
duction and murder! 1 now read the first production of Elder
Stearns on Masonry with peculiar interest. I also examined the
Monitor. and other Masonic writings, and reflected deeply on the
aature and tendency of the institution. I compared the murdex
of Morgan and the conduct of the fraternity in relation to his ab-
duction; with the oaths and principles of the order, and became
fully satisfied that to continue longer with the institution was not
my duty. 1 expressed my oppesition to its principles and the
reeeht conduct of the fraternity in a free and open manner, which
caused much excitement among the brotherbacd. A meeting of
the lodge in Covington was seon called, the object of which was
toconcert- measures for an agreement among. the fraternity, in
what they should say in relation to.their outrages, and to attend
to. members who were disaffected with their proceedings. I- atr
tended fm:a\e\ purpose of freeing my mind.. When the lodge was
duly opened and the subject introduced,.I arose and in the most
decisive manner disapproved the. conduct of the fraternity, in their .
violafion.of civil agd moral law.  The mesting was long and.hor~
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ribly interesting! The true spirit of the institution was peculiarly
mauvifest, especially towards me.. For the introduction of Elder
Stearns’ book, and the honest expression of my sentiments, I was
most shamefully abused. The murder of Morgan was justified,
and every thing said that was calculated to harrow up the feelings
of a patriot or Christian. Elder A¥***, g Knight Templar, be-
ing present, boldly assérted ‘that if he should see any man writing
Masonry, he should consider it his duty to take measures to stop
him; that as cities and churches had their laws, with a right
to inflict their penalties, so Masons had their laws, with the
right te inflict the penalties to them; and that the lodge was the
place to try a Mason—that if Morgan had been writing Masonry,
agd his threat was cut-from ear to ear, his tongue torm out by
the roots, and his body buried beneath the rough sands of the
sea, at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice
in twenty-four hours, be could not complain in not having jus-
tice done him!’ Amen, Amen, Amen, was the audible response
around the room.

At the next meeting of the lodge, by request of the Master,
I attended. Here a scene passed which language cannot de-
scribe! Several bours were occupied in abusing and making
charges against me, the principal of which were, I had spo-
ken against the institution. Many questions were asked and
insults offered me. I told them frankly 1 had spoken against
the principles of the order; that the right of opinion, the free-
dom of speech, and the liberty of the press, were privileges
given to me by God; puichased by the blood of my fathers;
that I bad inhaled them with my first breath, and I would only
lose them with my last; that if they could remove my objec-
tions to the institution, which I then exhibited, well—if not,
they could expel me; but if they proceeded to farther abuses,
they must suffer the consequences. My objectior :
moved; and | requested permission to withdraw.
them they expelled and immediately commence
ution against me. The professed ministe
dels, and drunkards, from Buffelo to Albany,
destroy my character! I was admonished by
lary communications ‘to be on my guard, to .
3o great. was my personal danger, that my fr _
suffer me te ride alone from one town to anc P X

* Let the reader remember that the compiler of th
Musonry in October, 1826—was the first Mxson who

- tility to the imstitution subsequent to the abduction o
-will nat be surptised in learming thet bie life wes in
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they ‘opposed my interest, deranged my business, pointed .me
out as an unworthy and vicious vagabond, an object of con-
tempt,” and ‘transferred thés character after me;’ and it would
seem that they intended to do it ‘during my natural life!” ‘The
united efforts of the fraternity to injure me, have, however,
proved unavailing. . :

I soon became convinced that the peace of society, the sal-
vation of my country, the present and eternal happiness of my
fellow men, and the glory of God, required the' destruction of
the institution. To accomplish this, I ‘was confident but one
effectual method could be adopted, and this was to make a
full disclosure of its secrets. To this end I then exerted my-
self.  After an interchange of minds with some of the patriots
- of Batavia and Le Roy, a convention of Masons opposed to

the institution was called, to meet on the 19th of February,
1827. This convention was composed of about forty, who
after having deliberated upon the principles of the order, and
. binding nature of its obligations, resolved to make a revelation
of its mysteries. They confirmed the ‘Illustrations’ of William
Morgan; published the oaths of twelve degrees of a higher order;
appointed a committee to prepare all the degrees which could
be obtained for the press; and adjourned to meet on the 4th
of July following.

The committee, with much labor and expense, had all the
degrees conferred in a Royal Arch Chapter, ¥ ncanpment of
Knights Templars, and orders of the Holy Cro:s, ready, and
presented them to the convention on the 4th and &th ‘of July,
which declared them correct, and ordered them to be published
to the world.

The degrees of Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Master,
were obtained from Mrs. Mosgan, as written by her husband;
the Royal Arch, from an agent of the comniittee, (a Royal
Arch Macon,) as given by Jeremy L. Cross, the Grand Lecturer
of the United States; and those of the F pcampment and Holy .
Cross, from a Knight of the Thrice Illustrious Order, as tran-
seribed from a copy as given the Encampment at Le Roy, by
the Grand Commander at Utica. ' .

In consequence of the zeal manifestedsby the fraternity to
atifle the excitement, I conceived that much good might be
done by a compjlation of the most important documents in
relation, to the subject. By the advice of many friends, and
under the patronage of a county and state convention, I under-
took the work. : .

While preparing it for ‘the press, I obtained from the highos
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authority thirty-three of the sublime and ineffable degrees, all
of which, I xNow To BE coRBRECT, and I give them to the
world ‘verbatim et literatum.’

But am 1 justifiable in pursuing this course? Wil the law of
God approve the violation of such solemn oaths! Passing by the
arguments which might be adduced from the fact that the obli-
gations were taken without a previous knowledge of their cha-
racter—the assurances that they were nat to interfere with my
politieal or religious sentiments, when they are diametrically op-
posite to both-—that I swore fealty to a professedly ancient, moral.
benevolent, and righteous institution, when it proves to be ‘mo-
dern, corrupt, selfish, and unholy.’—I rest the question upon the
principles of moral ebligation by which I expect to be judged, and
by which I must stand or fall. ~ Are the oaths of Free Masonry,
then, congenial with the duties which I owe to God and my fellow
men? If they are, I most certainly am bound to keep them; ii
not, to break them. By the principles of moral obligation I am
required to promote Grod’s glory, and the best, good of the uni-
verse. My swearing to love God and my neighbor does not
cnhance the obligation at all; for it says, ‘Thou shalt love the
Loxd thy God with all thy heart and with all thy. soul and with al:
thy strength and with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as.thyself.t
It says this to the sinner and the saint—to the man who hassworn
and to him whe has not sworn, it is alike infinitely. binding on
all. 1t cannot be increased ner diminished—it can require na
more—it can receive no less. If I'swear to love God and keep
his commandments, the oath is binding, because moral obliga-
tion made these requisitions before I took the oath,’and the oath
and moral obligation are in perfect harmony. If I swear to vio-
late the command of Gods for instance, to kill my neighbor, I am
bound to break my oath; for the Divipe law says, ‘Thou shalt not
kill,” and my swearing to violate the gommand does not, cannot,
render the obligation void. Moral obligation requires me to keep
such secrets and such only as are calculated to promote God’s
glory and the best good of commuaity; and my swearing does not
effact the obligation at all. It also requires me te reveal those
secrets, the keeping of which have a tendency to mar or prevent
His glory and the best good of my neighbor; and my swearing tc
keep them does not, cannot, render the obligation void: for in-
tance, if I had sworn to keep secret the intention of a highway-
man to rob my neighbor’s house and murder his family; to keep
secret a plot agajnst my country, the government of which is
founded upon the principles of truth and justice; to keep secret 2
grand conspiracy formed by a powerful society, the object -
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which was, like that of the Illuminats, to abolish government and
social order and extinguish Christianity—as the keeping of these
secrets would be prejudicial to the interests of my neighbor, to
the safety of my country, and the glory of God, the principles of
moral obligation would require me to reveal them. If 1had sworn
to assist the robber, to unite in the plot, or conspiracy, my refus-
ing to act in either case, ssmply, would not fulfil the duties which I
should owe to my neighbor, my country, or my God. So I did
not make known the intention of the robber, expose the plot, or
reveal the conspiracy, I should be guilty of a violation of moral
obligation. ) ‘

It will not be necessary here to inquire whether the oaths te
keep the secrets of a brother, with or without exception, to deli-
ver a companion ‘right or wrong,” to ‘take vengeace on the trai-
tors of Masonry,’ ‘to sacrifice all those who reveal the secrets of
the order,’ are in harmony with the Divine law—but whether the
principles of moral obligation require the keeping or revealing
of Masonic secrets? ’ :

It will readily be admitted that the existence of the institation
depends upon the keeping of its secrets inviolate. It will follow,
then, that if the existence of the institution is necessary, or has a
tendency to promote God’s glory and the well béing of society,
the principles of moral obligation require me to keep its secrets,
and by revealing them I am guilty of moral perjury! And on the
other hand, if the institution is corrupt, has an evil tendency, is '
opposed to the order and well being of seciety and the glory of
God, T am under moral obligation to break my oaths, and reveal
its secrets to the world, that it may come to an-end. My refus-
ing to meet with or support the institution, is not sufficient; I
must renounce fealty to the order, reveal its secrets, oppose its
influence, and use my exertions to destroy it, or I am guilty of
a violation of moral obligation.

Let the reader carefully and thoroughly examine the following
documents and he will discover that Free Masonry, as a system,
is dark, unfruitful, selfish, demoralizing, blasphemous, murderous,
anti-republican, and anti-Christian—opposed to the glory of God
and the good of mankind; and hence that the compiler in burst-
ing asunder the bands of the fraternity and publishing their
secrets to the ‘world, is doing no more than is required by the
principles of moral obligation—is but fulfilling the duties which
he owes to God and .his fellow men.

Davip Bennasnp.

Warsaw, April 1, 1829,




RECOMMENDATIONS.
“The Baptist Church of Chyist in Warsaw, Genesee County, N.
@o the Chrigtian Public.

As Elder David Bernard is .b wut publishing a book entitled ¢ LicRT ON MASOHRYI’
which we deem highly important for the punty and adv t of the Red s
kingdom; and as we are sensible, from the persecution he has alrcady received, as
well as from the nature of the subject, that many aspersions will be thrown upon his
character, to impedé the nsh infl which the truth should have upon the
public mind; we deem it our duty to state, that from the most hig ly accredited docu-
ments, we can vouch for the purity of his moral character from his infancy to the
time he professed Christianity his moral and Christian conversation from this

riod, until he became a member of this church; and that during nearly two years
K: has been the regular and approved pastor among us; that he is a minister of the
G Baptist A ion, in good standing; and we cheerfully and unanimously
recommend him as a man of strict integrity, unblemished moral character, and faitl:-
ful servant of the Lord Jesus.
’ Executed by order and in presence of the church,

this fourteenth day of March, A. D. 1829.
LSBURY JOHN TRUESDELL, Church Clerk, pro tem.
SAMUEL SALS .
JONATHAN F. HIBBARD, } Deacons of the Church.

RES0LETION of an Anti-Masonic Cenvention of Genesee county, held at Bethany,
July 23, 1828, in favor of this work. ‘WHEREAS the title and prospectus of a book
entitled ‘LIGHT o8 MAaSONRY,” &c. &c. has been read to this convention—There-
fore, Resolved, That for the advancement of light and truth in the great and holy
cause of Anti-Masonry, and for the good of future generations, we deem it of the
highest importance that such a work be published; and. from our knowledge of the
talents, character, intelligence, and zeal, of Elder David Bernard, we believe him
to be eminently qualified for such an undertaking; we therefore solies¢ him to perse-
vere in the work without delay, as such a work is worthy of the patronage of the
friends of liberty and religion throughout the whole civilized world. '

) ‘ROBERT EARLL, jun. President,
¢CEPHAS A. SMITH, Secretary.’

Res/ LUTION of the Anti-Masonic New York State Convention, held at Utica,
August 4, 1828, in favor of this work ‘WHERREAS the title and prospectus of a
»ook entitled ‘LieHT ON MasONRY,’ &c. &c. by Elder David Bernard, has been read
to the conyention, and entertaining the fullest confidence in the integrity, zeal, and
nbilielg. of the compiler, and being deeply impressed with the importance of the pro-
posed publication, to the cause of truth an justice—Therefore, Resolved, That
we recommend the compiler to proceed without delay in the publication of his book;
and we r d it to the attention and patronage of all the friends of truth and
.the cause of civil liberty throughout the worlr

‘JAMES HAWKS, President,

“THOS, C. GREEN, )
SETH A. ABnEy,’} Secretaries.
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LIGHT ON MASONRY.

" @ Qe

% A DescripTioN of the ceremonies used in opening a Lodge of
Entered Apprentice Masons; which is the same in all the up-
per degrees, with the exception of the difference in the signs,
due-guards, grips, pass-grips, words and their several names;
all of which will be given and explained in their proper places
as the work progresses.

One rap calls the lodge to order; one calls up the Junior and
Senior Deacons; two raps call up the subordinate officers; and
three, all the members of the lodge.

The Master having called the lodge to order, and the officers
all seated, the Master says to the Junior Warden, ¢ Brother Jun-
ior, are they all Entered Apprentice Masons in the south?’ Ans,
¢« They are, Worshipful.” Master to the Senior Warden, ¢Bro-
ther Senior, are they all Entered Apprentice Masons in the
west? Jns. ¢They are, Worshipful.” The Master then says,
¢ They are in the east;’ at the same time he gives a rap with the
common gavel or mallet, which calls up both Deacons. Master
to Junior Deacon, ¢Attend to that part of your duty, and inform
the Tyler that we are about to open a lodge of Entered Appren-
tice Masons; and direct him to tyle accordingly.’ The Tyler
then steps to the door and gives three raps, which are an§wered
by three from without: the Junior Deacon then gives one, which
is also answered by the Tyler with one; the door is then partly
opened, and the Junior Deacon delivers his message, and re-
sumes his situation, and says, ¢the door i tyled, Worshipful,”
(at the same time giving the due-guard, which is never omitted

*when the Master is addressed.) The Masterto the Junior Dea-
con, ‘By whom?’ Jns. ¢By a Master Mason without the door,
armed with the proper implements of his office.” Master to the

Junior Deacon, ¢ His duty there? Jns. ¢ To keep off all cow-

ans and eave-droppers, see that none pass or repass without per-

* The first three Degrees in Masonry here pui)lished, are as written RY.
Capt. William Morgan: and as conferred in the Lodges in the western pat:
of New York. B -
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mission from the Master.” [Some say without permission from
the chair.] Master to Junior Deacon, ‘Brother Junior, your
place in the lodge? Jns. ‘At the right hand of the Senior
Warden in the west.” Master to Junior Deacon, ‘Your business
there, Brother Junior? JAns. * “To wait on the Worshipful Mas-,
ter and Wardens, act as their proxy in the active duties of the
Lodge, and take charge of the door.” Master to Junior Deacon,
“The Senior Deacon’s place in the Lodge?” Ans. ‘At the right
hand of the Worshipful Master in the east. [The Master, while
asking the last question, gives twc raps, which calls up all the
subordinate officers.] Master to Senior Deacon, ‘Your duty
there, Brother Senior? J/ns. ‘To wait on the Worshipful Mas-
ter and Wardens, act as their proxy in the active duties .of the
Lodge, attend to the preparation and introduction of candidates
—and welcome and clothe all visiting Brethren,” [i. e. furnish
them with an apron.] Master to Senior Deacon, ‘The Secreta-
ry’s place in the Lodge, Brother Seniorl’ Jns. ‘At the left
hand of the Worshipful Master in the east.” Master to Secre-
tary, ‘Your duty there, Brother Secretary?’ Jns. ‘The better
to observe the Worshipful Master’s will and pleasure, record the
proceedings of the Lodge; transmit a copy of the same to the
Grand Lodge, if required; receive all monies and money bills
from the hand of the Brethren, pay them over to the Treasurer,
and take his receipt for the same.” The Master to the Secreta-
ry, ‘The Treasurer’s place in the Lodge?” Jns. ‘At the right
hand of the Worshipful Master.” Master to Treasurer, ‘Your
duty there, Brother Treasurer? Jns. ‘Duly to observe the
‘Worshipful Master’s will and pleasure; receive all monies and
money bills from the hands of the Secretary; keep a just and true
account-of the same; pay them out by order of the Worshipful
Master and consent of the Brethren.,” The Master to the Trea-
surer, $The Junior Warden’s place in the lodge, Brother T'rea-
surer?” ns. ‘In the south, Worshipful.” Master to Junior
Warden, ‘Your business there, Brother Junior? Jns. ‘As the
sun in the south at high meridian, is the beauty and glory of the
day, so stands the Jugjor Warden in the south, the better to ob-
serve the time; call the crafts from labour to refreshment; super-
intend them during the hours thereof; see that none convert the
hours of refreshment into that of intemperance or excess; and
call them on again in due season, that the; Worshlpful Master
may have honor, and they pleasure and profit thereby.’ Master
to the Junior Warden, “The Senior Warden’s place in the lodge?’
Ans.  “In the west, Worshipful’ Masfer to the Senior War-
den, ‘Your duty them, Brother Senior? Ans.  ‘As the sun sets |

.
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in the west, to close the day, so stands the Senior Warden in the
west, to assist the Worshiptul Master in opening his Lodge; take
care of the jewels and impleinents; see that none be lost; pay the
craft their wages, if any be due; and see that none go away dis-
satisfied.” Master to the Senior Warden, “lhe Master’s place
in the Lodge?” Jns. ‘In the east, Worshipful.” Master to the
Senior Warden, ‘His duty there?” Jns. ‘As the sun rises in the
east to open and adorn the day, s0 presides the Worshipful Mas-
ter in the east to open and adorn his lodge; set his crafts to work
with good and wholesome laws; or cause the same to be done.’
The Master now gives three raps, when all the brethren rise, and
the Master, taking off his hat, proceeds as follows: ‘In like man-
ner so do I, strictly forbidding all profane language, private com-
mittees, or any other disorderly conduct whereby the peace and
harmony of this Lodge may be interrupted while engaged in its
lawful pursuits, under no less penalty than the bye-laws, or such
penalty as a majority of the brethren present may see fit to in-
flict. Brethren, attend to giving the signs.” [Here lodges dif-
fer very much. In some they declare the lodge open as follows,
before they give the signs:] The Master (all the Brethren imi-
tating him) extends his left arm from his body #o as to form an
angle of about forty-five degrees, and holds his right hand tra-
versely across his left, the palnis thereof one inch apart. This
is called the first sign of a Mason—is the sign of distress in this
degree, and alludes to the position a candidate’s hands are plac-
ed i when he takes the obligation of an Lntered Apprentice Ma-
son. The Master then draws his right hand across his throat,
the hand open, with the thumb next to the throat, and drops it
down by his side. This is called the due-guard of an Lmered
Apprentice Mason, (many call it the sign,) and alludes to the
penalty of an obligation. (See obligation.) The Master then
declares the Lodge opened, in the following manner: ‘I now de-
clare this Lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons duly .opened for
the despatch of. business.” The senior Ward®n declares it to the
Junior Warden, and he to the Brethren. ‘Come, Brethren, let
us pray.’ One of the following prayers is used:

Most holy and glorious God! the great Architect of the Uni-
verse; the giver of all good gifts and graces: Thou hast promis-
ed that ¢ Where two or three are gathered together in thy name,
thou wilt be in the midst of them, and bless them.” In thy name
we assemble, most humbly beseeching thee to bless us in all our
undertakings; that we may know and serve thee aright, and that
all our actions may tend torthy glory, and our advancement It
knowledge and virtue. And we beseech thee, O Lord God, t

- - I
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bless our present assembling; and to illumine our minds through
the influence of the Son of Righteousness, that we may walk in
the light of thy countenance; and when the trials of our proba-
tionary state are over, be admitted into the temple not made.
with hands, eternal in the heavens. Amen. So mote it be.

Another prayer, as often used at opening as closing.

Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell

together in unity; it is like the ‘precious ointment upon the hiead
that run down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went
down t& the skirts of his garment: as the dew of Hermon, and as
the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion, for there the
Lord commanded the blessing, evermore. Amen. So mote it
be.
The lodge being now open and ready to proceed to business,
the Master directs the Secretary to read the minutes of the last
meeting, which naturally brings to view the business of the pres-
ent.

If there are any candidates to be brought forward, that will be
the first business attended to. I will, therefore, proceed with a
description of the ceremonies used in the admission and initiation
of a candidate ig, the first degree of Masonry.

A person wi;%ing to become a Mason must get some one who
is a Mason to present his petition to a lodge, when, if there are
no serious objections, it will be entered on the mmutes, and a
t;ommlttee of two or three appointed to mqmre into his charae-
ter, and report to the next regular communication. The follow-
ing is the form of a petition used by a candidate ; but a worthy
candidate will not be re_;ected for the want of formnhty in his pe-
titio
"To the Worshipful Master “Wardens and ‘Brethren of Lodge No..

—, of Free and Accepted Masons.

The subscriber, residing in , of lawful age, and by oc-
cupation a; , begs leave to state that, unbiassed by friends,
and uninfluenced b mercenary motives, he freely and voluntari-
ly offers himself a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry, and
that he is prompt to solicit. this privilege by a favorable oplmon
conceived of the institution, a desire of knowledge and a sincere
wish of being serviceable to his fellow creatures. Should his pe-
tition be granted, he will cheerfully conform to all the ancient es-
tablished usages and customs of the fraternity.

(Signed) A. B.

At the next regular communication, (if no very serious objec-

tion appears agamst the candidate,) the ballot-boxes will be pass-
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ed; one black ball will reject a candidate. The boxes may be
passed three times. 'The Deacons are the proper persons to pass
them; one of the boxes has black and white beans, or balls in it,
the other empty; the one with the balls in it goes before, and fur-
nishes each member with a black and white ball; the empty box
follows and receives them. There are two holes in the top of his
box with a small tube (generally) in each, one of which is black,
and the other white, with a partition in the box. The members
put both their balls into this box as their feelings dictate; when
the balls are received, the box is presented to the Master, Senief,
and Junior Wardens, who pronounce clear or not clear, as th® °
case may be. The ballot proving clear, the candidate (if pres-
ent) is conducted into 2 small preparation roow adjoining the
lodge, he is asked the following questions, and gives the follow-
ing answers. Senior lleacon to (andidate;’ ‘1o you sincerely
declare, upon your honor before these gentlemén, that, unbinssed
by friends, uninfluenced by unworthy motives, you freely and vo-
luntarily offer yourself a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry?
Ans. ‘I do.” Senior Deacon to candidate, ‘1.0 you. sincerely
declare, upon your honor before these gentlemen, that you are
prompt to solicit the privileges of Masonry, by a favorable opinion
conceived of the institution, a desire of knowledge, and a sincere
wish of being $erviceable to your fellow creatures?” fns. ‘I do.’
-Senior Deacon to candidate,* ‘Do you sincerely declare, upon
your honor before these gentlemen, that you will cheerfully con-
form to all the ancient established usages and customs of the fra-
ternity?” Jfns. ‘I do.” After the above questions are proposed
and answered, and the result reported to the Master, he says,
‘Brethren, at the request of Mr. A. B. he has been proposed and
accepted in regular form. I therefore recommend him as a pro-
per candidate for the mysteries of Masonry, and worthy to par-
take of the privileges of the fraternity; and in consequence of a
declaration of his intentions, voluntarily made, I believe he will
cheerfully conform to the rules of the order.’” The candidate,
during the time, is divested of all his apparel (shirt excepted) dnd
furnished with a pair of drawers, kept in the lodge for the use of
candidates; the candidate is then blindfolded, his left foot bare,

* The reader will here learn one reason why those wha. enter a lodge,
never come out, until they have taken a degree. The Candidate is made to
promise upon his honor that he will “conform to all the ancient established
usages and customs of the fraternity;” hence let him be ever so much op-
posed to the ceremoniex of initiation, or the oath of the degree, he cannot go
back, for he feels bound by his promise. Should he, however, feel constrain-
ed to violate his word, the persuasions, and, if necessary, tha threats of tH-

.master and brethren compeﬁlim to go forward.

B2.
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his right in a slipper, his left hreast and arm naked, and a rope
called a cable-tow round his neck and left arm, (the rope is not
put round the arm in all lodges) in which posture the Candidate
is conducted to the door where he is caused to give, or the con-
ductor gives three distinct knocks, which are answered by three
from within, the conductor gives one more, which is also answer-
ed by one from within. The door is then partly opened and the
Junior Deacon generally asks, ‘who comes there? who comes
there? who comes there!” 'The conductor, alias the Senior Dea-
con, answers, ‘A poor blind candidate who has long been desir-
- ks of having and receiving a part of the rights and benefits of
this worshipful lodge dedicated (some say erected) to God and
held forth to the holy order of St. John, as all true fellows and
brothers have done, who have gone this way before him.”—The
Junior Deacon then asks, ‘Is it of his own free will and accord
he makes this request! is he duly and truly prepared! worthy and
well qualified? and properly avouched for?” All of which being
answered in the affirmative, the Junior Deacon to Senior Dea-
<on; ‘By what further rights does he. expect to obtain this bene-
fit? JAns. ‘By.being a man, free born, of lawful age, and under
the tongue of good report.” The Junior Deacon then says, ‘since
this is the case you will waittill the worshipful Master in the cast
is made acquainted with his request, and his answer returned;’
the Junior Deacon repairs to the Master, when the same ques-
tions are asked and answers returned as at the door; after which,
the Master says, ‘since he comes endowed with all these neces-
sary qualifications, let him enter this worshipful lodge in the name
of the Lord and take heed on what he enters.” The candidate
then enters, the Junior Deacon at the same time pressing his
naked left breast with the point of the compass, and asks the
candidate, ‘Did you feel any thing?’ J/ns. ‘Idid;’ Junior Dea-
con to candidate, ‘what was it?’ Ans. ‘A torture.’ The Jun-
ior Deacon then says, ‘as this is a torture to your flesh, so may
it ever be to your mind and conscience, if ever you should attempt
to reveal the secrets of Masonry unlawfully.’ The candidate 1s
then conducted to the centre of the lodge, where he and the Sen-
ior Deacon kneels, and the Deacon says the following prayer.
“Youchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the universe, to this
our present convention; and grant that this candidate for Mason-
ry may dedicate and devote his life to thy service, and become a
true and faithful brother among us! Endue him with a compe-
tency of thy divine wisdom, that by the secrets of our art, he may
be the better enabled to display the beauties of holiness, to the
honor of thy holy name. So mote it be. Amen!”
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The Master then asks the candidate, ‘In whom do you put your
trust? Ans. ‘In God.’ The Master then takes him by the right
hand and says, ‘Since in God you put your trust, arise follow your
leader and fear no danger.’” The Senior Deacon then conducts
the candidate three times regularly round the lodge, and halts at
the Junior Warden in the south, where the same questions are
asked and answers returned as at the door.

As the candidate and the conductor are passing round the room
the Master reads the following passage of scripture, and takes
the same time to read it that they do to go round the-lodge three
times.

_“Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head,
that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went
down to the skirts of his garment: as the dew of Hermon, and as
the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion; for there
the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for ever more.”

The candidate is then conducted to the Senior Warden in the
west, where the same questions are asked and answers® returned
as before, from thence he is conducted to the Worshipful Master
in the east, where the same questions are asked and answers re-
turned as before. The Master likewise demands of him, from
whence he came and whither he is travelling. The candidate an-
swers, ‘from the west and travelling to the east.” Master in-
quires: ‘Why do you leave the west and travel to the east!” Aus.
‘In search of light.” Master then says, ‘Since the candidate is
travelling in search of light, you will please conduct him back to
the west from whehce he came, and put him in the care of the
Senior Warden, who will teach him how to approach the east,
the place of light, by advancing upon one upright regular step, to
the first step, his feet forming the right angle of an oblong square,
his body erect at the altar before the Master, and place him in a
proper position to take upon him }ie solemn oath or obligation of
an Entered Apprentice Mason.” The Senior Warden receives the
candidate, and instructs him as directed. He first steps off with
the left foot and brings up the heel of the right into the hollow
thereof, the heel of the right foot against the ancle of the left, will
of course form the right angle of an oblong square; the candidate
then kneels on his left knee, and places his right foot as to form
@ square with the left, he turns his foot round until the ancle bone
is as mueh in front of him as the toes on the left; the candidate’s
left band is then put under the Holy Bible, square and compass,
and the right hand on them. This is the position in which a can-

.

didate is placed when hé takes upon him the oath or obligatie™ =
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an Entered Apprentice Mason. As soon as the candidate is plac-' .

ed in this position, the Worshipful Master approaches him, and
says, ‘Mr. A. B. you are now placed in a proper position to take
upon you the solemn oath or obligation of an Fintered Apprentice
Mason,* which I assure you is neither to effect your religion nor
politics, if you are willing to take it repeat your name and say af-
ter me;’ [and although many have refused to take any kind of an
obligation, and begged for the privilege of retiring, yet nene have
made their gscape; they have been either coerced, or persuaded
to submit. There are thousands who never return to the lodge
after they are initiated.] The following obligation is then admin-
istered.

“I, A. B. of my own free will and accord, in presence of Al-
mighty God and this worshipful lodge of Free and Accepted Ma-
sons, dedicated to God and held forth to the holy order of St.
John, do hereby and hereon most solemnly and sincerely promise
and swear, that T will always hail, ever conceal, and never reveal
any part,,or parts, art, or arts, point, or points of the secrets, arts
and mysteries of ancient Free Masonry, which I have received, am
about to receive, or may hereafter be instructed in, to any person
or persons in the known world, except it be a true and lawful bro-
ther Mason, or within the body of a just and lawfully constituted
lodge of such, and not unto him, nor unto them whom I shall hear
s0 to be, but unto him and them only whom I shall find so to be,
after strict trial and due examination or lawful information. Fur-
thermore, do I promise and swear that I will not write, print,
stamp, stain, hugh, cut, carve, indent, paint, or engrave it on any
thing moveable or immoveable, under the whole canopy of heav-
en, whereby, or whereon the least letter, figure, character, mark,
stain, shadow; or resemblance of the same may become legible or
intelligible to myself or any other person in the knewn world,
whereby the secrets of Masonry may be unlawfully obtained
through my unworthiness. ‘I'® all which I do most solemnly and
sincerely promise and swear, without the least equivocation, men-
tal reservation, or self evasion of mind in me whatever; binding
myself under no less penalty, than to have my throat cut across,
my tongue torn out by the roots, and my body buried in the rough

* In many lodges this is put in the form of a question, thus: “Are you,

willing to take an obligation upon you that does not effect your politics or
religion?’ The promise “to conform,” made before entering theqo
“assurance that the oath is not to interfere with their political or religious
principles,” and the manner the obligation is administered,—only two or
three words being repeated at a time, consequgntly not fully understoed ;:
are among the reasons which have led many g%:,at and good mep to take
‘eaths incompatible with the laws of God and eur country,

e, the ¥




LIGHT ON MASONRY. 21

sands of the sea at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows
twice in twenty-four hours; so help me God, and keep me stead-
fast in the due performance of the same.”*

After the obligation the master addresses the candidate in the
following manner: ‘Brother, to you the secrets of masonry are
about to be unveiled, and a brighter sun never shone,lustre on
your eyes; while prostrate before this sacred altar, do you net
shudder at every crime! have you not confidence in every virtue?
May these thoughts ever inspire you with the most noble senti-
ments; may you ever feel that elevation-ot soul, that shall scom a
dishonest act. Brother, what do you most desire?” .ns. ‘Light.’
Master to brethren, ‘Brethren, stretch forth your hands and assist
in bringing this new made brother from darkness to light.” The
members having formed a circle round the candidate, the Master
says, ‘And God said, let there be light, and there was light.” At
the same #ime, all the brethren clap their hands, and stamp on
the floor with their right foot as heavy as possible, the bandage
dropping from the candidate’s eyes at the same instant, which,
after having been so long blind, and full of fearful apprehensions
all the time, this great and sudden transition from perfect dark-
ness to a light brighter (if possible) than the fheridian sun in a mid
summer day, sometimes produces an alarming effect. 1 once
knew a man to faint on heing brought to light; and his recovery
was quite doubtful for some time: however, he did come too. but
he never returned to the lodge again. I have often conversed
with him on the subject, he is yet living, and will give a certificate
in support of the above statement at any time if requested.

After the candidate is brought to light, the Master addresses
him as follows: ‘Brother, on being brought to light, you first dis-
cover three great lights in masonry by the assistance of three less-
er, they are thus explained; the three great lights in masonry are
the Holy Bible, Square and Compass.t 'The Holy Bible is giv-

* It is frequently said by Masons that the “penalties of masonic oaths are
nothing; that no one is bound to inflict them, and that if Morgan was put
to death by Masons it was not done in conformity to masonic law.” But if
one part of the oath is nothing another part is notiing by the same rule. An{
Mason, therefore, is at liberty to reveal masonry without exposing himself
any more than he would if the oath was never administered. But if the pen-
alties are not to be inflicted, why did they kil Morgan—and why is a Ma-
son sworn that he will “use his most decided endeavors, by the blessing of
God, to bring such person (the person who violates masonic law) to the most.
strict and CONDIGN PUNISHMENT agreeable to the ancient rules and usages of
the fraternity?

1 The Holy Bible is here said to be given to Masons as a rule and guide for
their faith and practice. But I would ask, if Free Masonry is the same among
all nations (as is declared by masonic writers) how this is possible, when it
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en to us asarule and guide for our faith and practice; the Square,
to square our actions, and the Compass to keep us in due bounds
with all mankind, but more especially with the brethren. The
three lesser lights are three burning tapers, or candles placed on
candlesticks, (some say, or candles on pedestals,) they represent
the Sun, Moon, and Master of the lodge, and are thus explained.
As the sun rules the day and the moon governs the night, so ought
the Worshipful Master with equal regularity to rule and govern
his lodge, or cause the game to be done; you next discover me
as Masterof this lodge, approaching you from the east upon the
first step of masonry, under the sign and due-guard of an Entered
Apprentice Mason. (The sign and due-guard has been explain-
ed.) This is the manner of giving them, imitate me as near as
you can, keeping your position. First, step off with your left
foot and bring the heel of the right into the hollow thegeof so as
to form a square.’ [This is the first step in masonry.] The fol-
lowing is the sign of an Entered Apprentice Mason, and is the
sign of distress in this degree; you are not to give it unless in
distress.* [It is given by holding your two hands traversely across
each other, the right_hand upwards and one inch from the left.]
The following is the due-guard of an Entered Apprentice Mason.
[This is given by drawing your right hand across your throat,
the thumb next to your throat, your arm as high as the elbow in
a horizontal position.] ‘Brother, I now present you my right
hand in token of brotherly love and esteem, and with it the grip
and name of the grip of an Entered Apprentice Mason.” The
right hands are joined together, as in shakiag hands, and each
sticks his thumb nail into the third joint or upper end of the fore
finger; the name of the grip is Boaz, and is to be given in the fol-
lowing manner and no other; the Master first gives the grip and
word, and divides it for the instruction of the candidate; the ques-

is a well known fact, that but a small part of the human family are in pos-
session of, or know any thing about, the Bible? And if the Bible is receiv-
ed by Masons as a rule of faith and practice, why do they use a square and
compass? Is not the Bible sufficient?

The truth is, masonry is not the same among all nations, only in some re-
spects, and thesc are, the fundamental principles ot the order. The appen-
dages of the Institution differ according to the peculiar feelings and senti-
ments of the people among whom it exists. Hence in Ametica, in a reli-
gious point of view, it has existed with difficulty: masonic writers have been
at a loss what to say on the subject, and in their extremity, one has called it
‘religion,” another the ‘hand-maid of religion,’ a third the ‘twin-sister of chris-
tianity,’ and a fourth that it was simply an Institution of ‘morality and be-
nevolence.’ To please the christian the Bible is introduced,—to satisfy the
infidel, the square and compass are added; the name of Christ is expunged
from passages quoted, and the work of the Holy Ghost rejected, and all dona
in sach a manuer, that but few sce the foul and monstrous imposition.
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tions are as follows: The Master and candidate holding each oth-
er by the grip as before described, the Master says, ‘what is this?’
Ans. ‘A gnp.’ Q. ‘A grip of what? ns. “The grip of an
Entered Apprentice Mason.’” Q. ‘Hasit a name!’ Jns. ‘It
has’ Q. ‘Will you give it to mel’ Ans. I did not so receive
it, neither can I sp impart it.’ Q. ‘What will you do with it?’
ﬂns ‘Letter it or halve it.’ Q. ‘Halve it and begin.’ Jns.
You begin.’ Q. ‘Begin you. Jns. ‘BO. Q. ‘AZ. ns.
‘BOAZ. Master says, ‘Right, brother Eoaz, I greet you. It
is the name of the left hand pillar of the porch of king £olomon’s
Temple—arise, brother Boaz, snd salute the Junior and Senior
Wardens as such, and convince them that you have been regular-
ly initiated as an® Entered Apprentice Mason, and have got the
sign, grip, and word.” The Master returns to his seat while the -
Wardens are edamining the candidate, and gets a lamb-skin or
white apron, presents it to the candidate and observes, ‘Brother,
Inow present you with a Lamb-skin or white apron; it is an
emblem of innocence, and the badge of a Mason; it has been
worn by kings, princes, and potentates of the earth, who have nev-
er been ashamed to wear it; it is more honorable than the dia-
. dems of kings, or pearls of princesses, when worthily worn: it is
more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle; more
honorable than the Star ard Garter; or any other order that can
be conferred upon you at this, or any other time, except it be in
the body of a just and fully constituted lodge; you will carry it to
the Senior Warden in the west, who will teach vou how to wear
it as an Entered Apprentice Mason.” The Senior Warden ties
the apron on-and turns up the flap instead of letting it fall down
m front of “the top of the apron. This is the way Entered Ap-
- prentice Masons wear, or ought to wear, their aprops until they
are advanced. The candidate is now conducted to the Master
in the east, who says, ‘Brother, as you are dressed, it is neces-
sary you should have tools to work with; I will how present you
with the working tools of an Intered Apprentice Mason, which
are the twenty-four inch gauge and common gavel; they arg thus
explained:—The twenty-four inch gauge is an instrument made
use of by operative Masons to measure and lay out their work,

but we as Free and Accepted Masons, make use of it for the more |

noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time. The twenty-
four inches on the guage, are emblematical of the twenty-four .
hours in the day, which we are taught to divide into three equal
parts, whereby we find eight hours for the service of God, and a
worthy distressed brother; eight hours for our usual vocations;
and eight for refreshment and sleep; the common gavel is an in-
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strument made use of by operative Mason to break off the cor-
ners of rough stones; the better to fit them for the builders use, but
we as Free and Accepted Masons, use it for the more noble and
glorious purpose of divesting our hearts and consciences of all the
vices and superfluities of life, thereby fitting our minds as living
and lively stones, for that spiritual building, tifht hbuse not made

_ with hands, eternal in the Heavens.* 1 also present you with a
new name; it is CAUTION, it teaches you as you are barely in-
structed in the rudiments of Masonry, that you should be cautious
over all your words and actions, particularly when before the ene-
mies of Masonry. I shall next present you with three precious jew-
els, which are a LISTENING EAR, & SILENT TONGYE, and & FAITH-
FUL HEART.

‘A listening ear teaches you to listen to the ingtructions of the
Worshipful Master; but more especially that you should listen to
the cries of a worthy distressed brother. A silent tongue teaches
you to be silent while in the lodge, that the peace and harmony
thereof may not be disturbed, but more especially, that you should
be silent before the enemies of Masonry, that the craft may not be
brought into disrepute by your imprudence. A faithful heart teach-
es you to be faithful to the instructions of the worshipful Master at
all times, but more especially, that you should be faithful and keep
and conceal the secrets of Masonry, and those of a brother when
given to you in charge as such, that they may remain as secure and
inviolable in your breast as in his own, before communicated to
you. I further present you with check words two; their names are
TRUTH and UNION, and are thus explained. Truth is a divine at-
tribute, and the foundation of every virtue; to be good and true, is
the first lesson we are taught in Masonry; on this theme we con-
template, and by its dictates endeavor to regulate our conduct;
hence, while influenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are
unknown among ys, sincerity and plain dealing distinguish us,-and
the heart and tongue join in promoting each other’s welfare, and
rejoicing in each other’s prosperity.

Union, is that kind of friendship, which ought to appear conspic-
uous in every Mason’s conduct. Itis so closely allied to the di-
vine attribute, truth, that he who enjoys the one, is seldom desti-

* Let it no longer be said, that “Masonry is not a religious Institution.”
But while we assert that it inculcates a system of religion, we affirm that it
is not the religion of Jesus. There are in the world many religions, but all
are false save one, and that 18, of the Bible. Any system which professedly
teaches a way to Heaven, is a gystem of religion: but that which points out a
path, without a crucified Saviour and the sanctifying influences of the Holy .
Comforter, is not only false, but in direct hostility, to the true God, and the
souls of men! Such a religious ystem is that of Masonry.

i
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tute of the other.  Should interest, honor, prejudice, or human de-
pravity, ever induce you to violate any part of the sacred trust we
now repose in you, let these two important words, at the earliest in-
sinuation, teach you to put on the check-line of truth, which will in-
fallibly direct you to pursue that straight and narrow path which
ends in the full enjoyment of the grand lodge above; where we
shall all meet as Masons and members in the same family, in peace,
harmony, and love; where all discord on account of politics, reli-
gion, or private opinion shall be unknown, and banished from with-
in our walls. ‘

‘Brother, it has been a custom from time immemorial to demand,
or ask from a newly made brother something of a metalic kind, not
so much on account of its intrinsic value, but that it may be depos-
ited in the archives of the lodge, as a memorial that you was here-
in made a Mason;—d small trifle will be sufficient;—any thing of
a metalic kind will do; if you have no money, any thing of a me-
talic nature will be sufficient; even a button will do.” [The can-
didate says he has nothing about him; it is known he has nothing.]
‘Search yourself,” the Master replies. He is assisted in search-
_ ing, nothing is found; ‘perhaps you can borrow a trifle,’ says the
Master. [ He tries to borrow, none will lend him—he proposes
to go into the other room where his clothes are; he is not permit-
ted.—If a stranger, he is very much embarrassed; Master to can-
didate, ‘Brother, let this ever be a striking lesson to you, and teach
you, if you should ever see a friend, but more especially a brother
in a like pennyless situation, to contribute as liberally to his relief
as his situation may require, and your abilities will admit without
material injury to yourself or family.” Master to Senior Deacen,
‘You will conduct the candidate back from whence he came, and
invest him of what he has been divested, and let him return for fur-
ther instruction. A zealous attachment to these principles will
ensure public and private esteem. In the state, you are to be a
quiet and peaceable subject, true to your government and just to
" your country; you are not to countenance disloyalty, but faithfully
.submit to legal authority, and conform with cheerfulness to the
government of the country in which you live. In your outward de-
meanor be particularly careful to avoid censure or reproach. Al-
though your frequent appearance at our regular meetings is ear-
nestly solicited, yet it is not meant that Masonry should interfere
with your necessary vocations; for these are on no account to be
neglected: neither are you to suffer your zeal for the institution to
lead you into argument with those, who, through ignorance, mey
ridicule it. At your leisure hours, that you may improve in Ma-
sonic knowledge, you are to converse with well informed brethren:
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who will be always as ready to give, as you will be to receive in-
formation.  Finally, keep sacrod and inviolable the mysteries of
the order, as these are to distinguish you from the rest of the com-
munity, and mark your consequence among Masons. If, in the
circle of your acquaintance, you find a person desirous of being
initiated into Masonry, be particularly attentive not to commend
him, unless you are convinced he will. conform to our rules; that
the honor, glory, and reputation of the institution may be ﬁrml?'
established, and the world at large convinced of its good effects.

The work of the evening being over, I will proceed to give a de-
scription of ‘the manner of closing the lodge. It is a very common
practice in lodges to close a lodge of Entered Apprentices, and
open a lodge of Fellow Crafts, and close that, and open a Master
Mason’s lodge, all in the same evening.

Some brother generally makes a motion that the lodge be clos-
ed; it being seconded and carried:— .

The Master to the Junior Deacon—¢Brother Junior,” [giving
one rap which calls up both Deacons;] ‘the first as well as the last
care of a Mason?” Ans. “To see the lodge tyled, Worshipful.’
Master to the Junior Deacon, ‘Attend to that part of your duty,
and inform the Tyler that we are about to close this lodge of En-
tered Apprentice Masons, and direct him tyle accordingly.” The
Junior Deacon steps to the door and gives three raps, which are
answered by the Tyler with three more; the Junior Deacon then
gives one, whichis also answered by the Tyler by one. The Jiyn-
ior Deacon then opens the door, delivers his message, and resumes
his place in the lodge, and says, ‘the door is tyled, Worshipful.’
Master to Junior Deacon, ‘By whom?’ Jns. ‘By a Master ma-
son without the door, armed with the proper implements of his of-
fice,” . Master to Junior Deéacon, ‘His business therel’ Ans. ‘To
keep off all cowans and eaves-droppers, and see that none pass or
repass without permission from the chair.’” Master to Junior Dea-
con, ‘Your place in the lodge, Junior?” /ns. ‘At the right hand
of the Senior Warden in the west.” Master to Junior Deacon,
‘Your duty there?” Jns. ‘To wait on the Worshipful Master and
Wardens, act as their proxy in the active duties of the lodge, and
take charge of the door.” Master to the Junior Deacon, ‘The
Senior Deacon’s place in the lodge?” Ans.. ‘At the right hand of
the Worshipful Master in the east.” Master to Senior Deacon,
‘Your duty there, brother Senior?” /Ans. “To wait on the Worship-
ful Master and Wardens; act as their proxy in the active duties of’
the lodge; attend to the preparation -and introduction of candi-
dates; receive and clothe all'visiting brethren.” Master to the Sen-
or Deacon, ‘The Secretary’s place in the lodge?” Ans. ‘At
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vour left hand, Worshipful.’ Master to Secretary, ‘Your duty
there, brother Secretary?” Jns. ‘Duly to observe the Master’s
will and pleasure; record the proceedings of the lodge; transmit
a copy of the same to the grand lodge, if required; receive all
monies and money bills from the hands of the brethren; pay them
- over to the Treasurer, and take his receipt for the same.” Master
to the Secretary, ‘The Treasurer’s place in the lodge?” /ns. At
the right hand of the Worshipful Master.” Master to Treasurer,
‘Your business there, brother Treasurer?’ Ans. ‘Duly to observe
the Worshipful Master’s will and pleasure; receive all monies and
money bills from the hands of the Secretary; keep a jnst and ac-
curate account of the same; pay them out by order of the Wor-
shipful Master and consent of the brethren.’ Master to the
T'reasurer, ‘The Junior Warden’s place in the lodge?” Jns. ‘In
the south, Worshipful.’ - Master to the Junior Warden, ‘Your
business there, brother Junior’ Ans. ‘As the sun in the south,
at high meridian, is the beauty and glory of the day; so stands the
Junior Warden in the south at high twelve, the better to observe
the time; call the crafts from labor to refreshment; superintend
them during the hours thereof; see that none convert the purposes
. of refreshment into that of excess or inte 0; call them on a-
gain in due season; that the Worshipful Master may have honor,
and they pleasure and profit thereby.” The Master to the Junior
‘Warden, [I wish the reader to take particular notice, that in clos-
ing the lodge, the Master asks the Junior Warden as follows:—
“The Master’s place in the lodge?” and in opening he asks the
Senior Warden the same question,] ‘The Master’s place in the
lodge?” Ans. ‘In the east, Worshipful.’ Master to Junior
Warden, ‘His duty therel” Ans. ¢‘As the sun rises in the east to
open and adorn the day; so presides the Worshipful Master in the
east, to open and adorn his lodge; set his crafts to work with good
and wholesome laws, or cause the same to be done.” Master to
the Junior Warden, *The Senior Warden’s place in the lodge?’
Ans. ‘In the west, Worshipful” Master to Senior Warden,
‘Your business there, Brother Senior]” Ans. ‘As the sun sets in
the west to close the day, so stands the Senior Warden in the west
to assist the Worshipful Master in opening and closing the lodge;
take care of the jewels and implements; see that none be lost; pay

the craft their wages, if any be due; and see that none go away dis-

satisfied.” The Master now gives three raps, when all the breth-
ren rise, and the Master asks, ‘Are you all satisfied”” They an-
swer in the affirmative, by giving the due-guard. .
Should the Master discover that any declined giving it, inquiry
is immediately made why itis so; and if any member is dissatisfied
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with any part of the proceedings, or with any brother, the subject is
immediately investigated. Master to the Brethren, ¢Attend to giv-
ing the signs; as I do, so do ‘you give them downwards;’ [which is
by giving the last in opening, first in closing. In closing, on this
degree, you first draw your right hand across your throat, as here-
in befare described, and then hold your two hands over each other
as before described. This is the method pursued through all the
degrees; and when opening on any of the upper degrees, all the
signs, of all the preceeding degrees, are given before you give the
signs of the degree on which you are opening.] This being done,
the Master proceeds, ‘I now declare this lodge of Entered Ap-
prentiee Masons regularly closed in due and ancient form. Brother
Junior Warden, please inform brother Senior Warden, and request
him to inform the brethren that it is my will and pleasure that this
lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons be now closed, and stand clos-
ed until our next regular communication, unless a case or cases
of emergency shall require earlier convention, of which every mem-
ber shall be notified; during which time it is seriously hoped and
expected that every brother will demean himself as becomes &
Free and Accepted Mason.” Junior Warden to Senior Warden,
‘Brother Senior, it is the Worshipful Master’s will and pleasure
that this lodge of Kntered Apprentice Masons be closed, and stand
closed unfil our next regular communication, unless a case or cas-
es of emergency shall require earlier convention, of which every
brother shall be notified; during which time it is seriously hoped
and expected that every brother will demean himself as becomes
a Free and Accepted Mason.” Senior Warden to the brethren,
‘Brethren, you have heard the Worshipful Master’s will and plea-
sure as communicated to me by Brother Junior; so letit be done.’
Master to the Junior Warden, ‘Brother Junior, how do Masons
meet]’ Ans. ‘On the level.” Master to Senior Warden, ‘How
do'Mason’s part?” Ans. ‘On the square.” Master to the Junior
and Senior Wardens, ‘Since we meet on the level, Brother Junior,
and part on the square, Brother Senior, so let us ever meet and
Part in the name of the Lord.” Here follows a prayer, sometimes
used. Master to the Brethren, ‘Brethren, let us pray.’
‘Supreme Architect of the universe! accept our humble praises
for the many mercies and blessings which thy bounty has eonferred
" upon us, and especially for this friendly and social intercourse.—
Pardon, we beseech thee, whatever thou hast seen amiss in us
since we have been together; and continue to us thy presence, pro-
tection, and blessing. Make us sensible of the renewed obliga-
tions we are under to love thee supremely, and to be friendly to each
other. May all our irregular passions be subdued, and may we
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Qaily increase in faith, hope, and charity; but more especially in
that charity which is the bond of peace, and perfection of every vir-
tue. May we so practice thy precepts, that, through the merits of
the Redeemer, we may finally obtain thy promises, and find an ac-
- ceptance through the gates, and into the temple and city of our
God. BSomoteitbe. Amen.’

A Benediction, oftener used at closing, than the preceding Prayer.

"May the blessings of Heaven rest upon us, and all regular Ma-
sons! May brotherly love prevail, and every moral and social vir-
tue cement us. So mote it be. Amen.

After the prayer the following charge ought to be delivered; but
it is seldom attended to; in a majonty of lodges it is never at-
tended to.

Master to Brethren, ‘Brethren, we are now about to quit this
sacred retreat of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world.
Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not the duties which
you have heard so frequently inculcated, and so forcibly recom-
mended in this lodge.—Remember that around this altar you have
promised to befriend and relieve every brother who shall need your
assistance. You have promised, in the most friendly manner, to
remind Him of his errors, and aid a reformation. 'These generous
principles are to extend further: Every human being has a claim
upon your kind offices. Do good unto all. Recommend it more
¢“especially to the household of the faithful.”  Finally, brethren,
be ye all of one mind, live in peace, and may the God of love and
peace, delight to dwell with and bless you.’ ‘

In some lodges, after the charge is delivered, the Master says,
‘Brethren, form on the square.” When all the brethren form a
circle, and the Master, followed by every brother, [except in us-
ing the words, ] says, ‘And God said, let there be light, and there
was light.” At the same moment that the last of these words drops
from the Master’s lips, every member stamips with his right foot on
the floor, and at the same instant bring their hands together with
equal force, and in such perfect unison with each other, that per-
sons situated so as to hear it, would suppose it the precursor of
some dreadful catastrophe. This is called ‘the shock.’

Having describéd all the ceremonies and forms appértaining to
the” opening of alodge of Entered Apprenticé Masons; setting
them to work; initiating a candidate, and closing a ledge; T will
now proceed to give the Lecture on this degree. "It is divided
into three sections. 'The lecture is nothing more or less than a
recapitulation of the freceding ceremonies and forms by way of

question and answer, and fully éaxplains the same. 1Infact, the
. 2
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ceremonies and forms (generally masonically called the work)
and lecture are so much the same that he who possesses a
knowledge of the lectures cannot be destitute of a knowledge
of what the ceremonies and forms are. As the ceremonies used
in opening and closing are the same in all the degrees, it is
thought best to give the whole one insertion; it being the sin-
cere wish of the writer, that every reader should perfectly under-
stand all the formulas of the whole masonic fabric, as he then
will thereby be able to form correct opinions of the propriety or
impropriety, advantages or disadvantages of the same.

First Section of the Lecture on the First Degree of Masonry.

Q. From whence came you as an Entered Apprentice Mason”

A. From the holy lodge of St. John at Jerusalem.

Q. What recommendations do you bring?

A. Recommendations from the Worshipful Master, Wardens
and Brethren of that Right Worshipful lodge, whom gteet you.

Q. What comest thou hither to do?

A. Toleamn to subdue my passions, and improve myself in
the secret arts and mysteries of ancient Free Masonry.

Q. You are a Mason, then, I presume?
A, Tam.

Q. How do you know that you are a Mason?

A. By being often tried, never denied and willing to be tried

again.
e

»w you to be a Mason?
i, and a token.

horizontals, and perpendiculars.
I\

lly and brotherly grip whereby one Mason
the dark as well as in the light. '

| first prepared to be a Mason?

:ent to the body of a just and lawfully con-

)repared‘!

.ed of all metals, nenther naked nor clothed,
od-winked with a Cable Tow* about my
tion I was conducted to the door of the

1-winked how did you know it to be a door?
*Three miles long,
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A. By first meeting with resistance and afterwards gaining
admission.

Q. How did you gain admission?

A. By three distinct knocks from without, answered by the
same from within.

Q. What was said to you from within?

A. Who comes there, who comes there, who comes there.

- Q Your answer?

A. A poorblind candidate who has long been desirous of hav-
ing and receiving a part of the rights and benefits of this Wor-
shipful lodge dedicated to God, and held forth to the holy order
of St. John as all true fellows and brothers have done, who have
gone this way before me.

Q. What further was said to you from within?

A. T was asked if it was of my own free will and accord ]
.made this request; if T was duly and truly prepared worthy and
well qualified; all of which being answered in the affirmative, 1
was asked by what further rights I expected to obtain so great a
favor or benefit.

Q. Your answer?

A. By being a man, free born, of lawful age and well recom-
mended.

Q. What was then said to you?

A. T'was bid to wait till the Worshipful Master in the east was
made acquainted with my request and his answer returned.

Q. After his answer returned what followed?

A. T was caused to enter the lodge.

Q. How?

A. On the point of some sharp instrument pressing my naked
left breast in the name of the Lord.

Q. How was you then disposed of?

A. I was conducted to the centre of the lodge and there caus-
ed to kneel for the benefit of a prayer. [See page 18.]

Q. After prayer what was said to you?

A. I was asked in whom I put my trust.

Q. Your answer? v

A. In God.

Q. What followed? :

A. The Worshipful Master took me by the right hand and said,
since in God you put your trust, arise, follow your leader and fcm

a.“I’glow was you then disposed of?
. Ywas conducted three times regularly around the lodge
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and halted at the Junior Warden in the south, where the same
questions were asked and answers returned as at the door.

Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Senior Warden in
the west, where the same questions were asked and answers re-
turned as before.

Q. How did the Senior Warden dispose of youl '

A. He ordered me to be conducted tp the Worshipful Master

in the east, where the same questions were asked and answers

returned as before, who likewise demanded of me from whenceI
came and whither I was travelling.

Q. Your answer?

A. From the west and travelling to the east.

Q. Why do you leave the west and travel to the east?

A. In search of light.

Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted back to the west from
whence I came, and put in care of the Senior Warden, who taugit
me how to approach the east, the place of light by advancing
upon one upright regular step to the first step, my feet forming
the right angle of an oblong square, my body erect at the altar
before the Worshipful Master.

Q. What did the Worshipful Master do with you?

A. He made an Entered Apprentice Mason of me.

Q. How?

A. In due form.

Q. What was that due form?

A. My left knee bare bent, my right forming a square; my

left hand supporting the Holy Bible, Square and Compass; I took

n me the solemn oath or obligation of an Entered Appren-
e Mason. [See page 20.] °
Q. After you had taken your obligation what was said to you?
" A. I was asked what I most desired.

Q. Your answer! A. Light.

Q. Was you immediately brought to light?

A. Iwas. Q. How!

A. By the direction of the Master and assistance of the
brethren. ’

Q. What did you first discover after being brought to light?-

e A. Three great lights in Masonry, by the assistance of three

sser.
Q. What were those three great lights in Masonry”?
A. The Holy Bible, Squar%feandb%l:mpass- K
Q. How are they explained?

.,
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A. The Holy Bible is given to us as a guide for our faith and
practice; the Square to square our actions; and the Compass to
keep us in due bounds with all mankind, but more especially
with the brethren. o .

Q. What were those three lesser lights?

A. Three burning tapers, or candles on candle-sticks.

Q. What do they represent?

A. The Sun, Moon, and Master of the lodge.

Q. How are they explained?

A. As the Sun rules the day and the Moon governs the night,
so ought the Worshipful Master to use his endeavors to rule and
govern his lodge with equal regularity, or cause the same to be
done. : :

Q. What did you next discover? )

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me from the east, un-
der the sign and due-guard of an Entered Apprentice Mason,
who presented me with his right hand in token of brotherly love
and esteem, and proceeded to give me the grip and word of an
Entered Apprentice Mason, and bid me arise and salute the
Junior and Senior Wardens, and convince them that I had been
regularly initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason, and was in
possession of the sign, grip, and word.

Q. What did you next discover? .

A. The Worshipful Master a second time approaching me from
the east, who presented me with a lambskin or white apron, which
he said was an emblem of innocence, and the badge of a Ma-
son; -that it had been worn by kings, princes, and potentates, of
the earth, who had never been ashamed to wear it; that it 1
more honorable than the diadems of kings, or pearls of pi
es, when worthily worn; and more ancient than the
Fleece, or Roman Eagle; more honorable than the
garter, or any other order that could be conferred upor
that time, or any time thereafter, except it be in the bo
just and lawfully constituted lodge of Masons; and bid m .
it to the Senior Warden in the west, who taught me how to wear
it as an Entered Apprentice Mason.

Q. What was you next presented with?

A. The working tools of an Entered Apprentice Mason.

Q. What were they?

A. The twenty-four inch guage and common gavel.

Q. How were they explained?

A. The twenty-four inch guage is an.instrument made use of
by operative Masons to measure and lay out their work; bnt we
as Free and Accepted Masons are taught to make use of it for
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the more noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time; the
twenty-four inches on the guige are are emblematical of the
twenty-four hours in the day, which we are taught to divide into
three equal parts, whereby we find eight hours for the service of
God, and a worthy distressed brother; eight hours for our usual .
vocation, and eight hours for refreshment and sleep. The com-
mon gavel is an instrument made use of by operative Masons to
break off' the corners of rough stones, the better to fit them for
the builder’s use; but we as freeand Accepted Masons are taught
to make use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose of
divesting our hearts and consciences of all the vices and super-
fluities of life, thereby fitting our minds as lively and living
stones for that spiritual building, that house not made with bands.
cternal in the heavens. .

Q. What was you next presented witht

A. New name.

Q. What was that! A. Caution.

Q. What does it teach?

A. It teaches me as I was barely instructed in the rudiments
of Masonry, that I should be cautious over all my words and
actions, especially when before its enemies.

Q. What was you next presented with?

A. Three precious jewels.

Q. What were they? ‘

A. A listening ear, a silent tongue and a faihful heast.

Q. What do they teach?

A. A listening ear, teaches me to listen to the instruction of
the Worshipful Master, but more especially that I should listen
to the calls and cries of a worthy distressed brother. A silent

égwngue teaches me to be silent in the lodge, that the peace and

4

rmony thereof may not be disturbed; but more especially that
shouldbe silent when before the enemies of Masonry. A faith-
" ful heart, that I should be faithful to the instructions of the Wor-
« shipful Master at all times; but more especially that I should be
faithful and keep and conceal the secreta of Masonry, and those
of a brother, when delivered to me in charge as such, that they
may remain as secure and inviolable in my breast, as io his own
before communicated to me.
Q. What was you next presented with?
A. Check-words two.
Q. What were they?
A. Truth and Union.
Q. How explained?
A. Truthis a divine attribute, and the foundation of every vir-
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tue. To be good and true are the first lessons we are taught in
Masonry. On this theme we contemplate, and by its dictates
endeavor to regulate our conduct: hence, while influenced by this
principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown amongst us; sincer-
ity and plain dealing distinguishes us; and the heart amd tongue
join in promoting each others welfare, and rejoicing in each oth-
ers prosperity..

Union is that kind of friendship that ought to appear conspicu-
ous in the conduct of every Mason. Itis so closely allied to
the divine attribute truth, that he who enjoys the one, is seldom
destitute 6f the other. Sheuld interest, honor, prejudice, or hu-
man depravity ever influence you to violate any part of the sacred
trust we now repose in you, let these two important words, at the
carliest insinuation, teach you to put on the check-line of truth,
which will infallibly direct you to pursue that strait and narrow
path, which ends in the full enjoyment of the grand lodge above,
where we shall all meet as Masons and members of one family;
where all discord on account of religion, politics, or private opin-
ion, shall be unknown and banished from within our walls.

Q. What followed?

A. The Worshipful Master in the east made a demand of me
of something of a metalic kind, which, he said, was not so much
on account of its intrinsic value, as that it might be deposited in
the archives of the lodge, as a memorial that I had therein becn
made a Mason.

Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted out of the lodge and in-
vested of what I had been divested, and returned for further in-
structions.

Q. After you returned how was you disposed of ?

A. I was conducted to the north east corner of the lodge,
" and there caused to stand upright like a man, my feet forming &
square, and received a solemn injunction, ever to walk and act:
uprightly before God and man, and in addition thereto received
the following charge. (For this charge see page 25.)

SECOND SECTION.

Q. Why was you divested of all metals when you was made a
Mason?

A. Because Masonry regards no man on account of his world-
ly wealth or honors ; it is therefore the internal, and not the ex-
ternal qualifications that recommends a man to Masons.

Q. A second reason?

A. There was neither the sound of an axe, hammer, or any
other metal tool heard at the building of king Solomen’s temple-
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Q. How could so stupendous a fabric be erected without the
sound of axe, hammer, or any other metal tool?

. All the stones were hewed, squared and numbered in the
quames where they were raised, all the timbers felled and pre-
pared in the forests of Leba.non, and carried down to Joppa on
floats, and taken from thence up to Jerusalem and set up with wood-
en malls, prepared for that purpose; which, when completed, every
part thereof fitted with that exact nicety, that ithad more the resem-
blance of the handy workmanship of the Supreme Architect of
the universe, than of human hands.

Q. Why was you neither naked nor clothed ?

A. As1 was an object of distress at that time, it was to remind
me, if ever I saw a friend, more especially a brother, in a like
distressed situation, that I should contribute as liberally to his re-
lief as his situation required, and my abilities would admit, with-
out material injury to myself or family.

Q. Why was you neither barefoot nor shod ?

A. It was an ancient Israelitish custom, adopted among Ma-
sons ; and we read in the book of Ruth concerning their mode
and manner of changing and redeeming, and to confirm all things,
a brother plucked of his shoe and gave it to his neighbor, and that
was testimony in Israel. This then, therefore, we do in confir-
mation of a token, and as a pledge of our fidelity ; thereby signi-
fying that we will renounce our own will in all things, and be-
come obedient to the laws of our ancient institutions.

Q. Why was you hood-winked ?

A. That my heart might conceive before my eyes beheld the
beauties of Masonry.

Q. A second reason.

A. As 1 was in darkness at that time, it was to remind me that
I should keep the whole world so respecting Masonry.

' Q Why had you a Cable-Tow about your neck? -

. In case I had not submitted to the manner and mode of
my initiation that I might have been led out of the lodge without
seeing the form and beauties thereof.

Q. Why did yeu give three distinct knocks at the door ?

A. To alarm the lodge, and let the worshipful master, war-
dens and brethren know that a poor blind candidate prayed ad-
mission.

Q. What do those three distinct knocks allude to?

A. A certain passage in Scripture wherein it says, ¢ ask and it
shall be given, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be open-
¢d unto you.’

Q. How did you apply this to your then case in Masonry?
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A. I asked the recommendations of a friend to become a Ma-
son; I sought admission through his recommendations and knock-
ed, and the door of Masonry opened unto me.

Q. Why was you caused to’ enter on the point of some sharp
instrument pressing your naked left breast in the name of the
Lord? - : -

A. As this was a tortare to my flesh, so might the recollection
of it ever be to my flesh and conscience if ever I attempted to
" reveal the secrets of Masenry unlawfully.

Q. Why was you conducted to the centre of the lodge and
there caused to kneel for the benefit of a prayer?

A. Before entering on this, or any other great and important
undertaking, it is highly necessary to implore a blessing from
Deity.

Q. Why was you asked in whom you put your trust?

. A. Agreeable to the laws of our ancient institution, no Atheist
could be made a Mason; it was therefore necessary that I should
believe in Deity; otherwise, no oath or obligation could bind me.

Q. Why did the Worshipful Master take you by the right
hand, and bid you rise, follow your leader, and fear no danger?

A. As I was in darkness at that time and could neither foresee
nor avoid danger, it was to remind me that I was in the hands of’
an affectionate friend, in whose fidelity I' might with safety con-
fide.

Q. Why was you conducted three times regularly round the
lodge? . ‘

E. That the Worshipful Master, Wardens, and brethren might
see that I was duly and truly prepared.

Q. Why did you meet with those several obstructions on the
way?

K. This, and every other lodge, is, or ought to be, a true rep-
resentation of king Solomon’s temple, which, when completed,
had guards stationed at the east, west and south gates.

Q. Why had they guards stationed at those several gates?

A. To prevent any one from passing or repassing that was not
duly qualified.

Q. Vthy did you kneel on your left knee and not on your right,
or both'

A. The left side has ever been considered the weakest part of
the -body; it was, therefore, to remind me that that part, I was
, then taking upon me, was the weakest part of Masonry, it being
" that only of an Entered Apprentice. .

Q. Why was your right hand placed on the Holy Bible, Square.
and Compass, and not your lefit), or both?

.~
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A. The right hand has ever been considered the seat of fideli-
ty, and our ancient brethren worshipped Deity under the names
of FipEs; which has sometimes been represented by two right
hands joined together; at others, by two human figures holding
each other by the right hand; the right hand, therefore, we use in
this great and important undertaking, to signify, in the strongest
manner possible, the sincerity of our intentions in'the business
we are engaged.

Q. Why did the Worshipful Master present you with a lamb-
skm, or a white apron?

. The lamb-skin has, in all ages, been deemed an emblem of
mnocence, he, therefore, who wears the lamb-skin, as a badge of
a Mason, is thereby continually reminded of that purity of life and
rectitude of conduct, which is so essentially necessary to our gain-

admission into the celestial l