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PREFACE.

———

I nEED offer no apology for presenting this work to the
acceptance of my Masonic Brethren. The fact that no
such work exists, that there is no standard authority to
which reference can be made, notwithstanding the great
and growing number of Freemasons and Lodges at home,
and of those in the British Colonies and other countries
holding Charters from Scotland or affiliated with Scottish
Lodges, warrants me to hope that it may prove acceptable
to the Order, and be found to afford valuable assistance in
dealing with dispnted questions as to law and practice
occurring from time to time among the Craft.

I have been, as the following pages will show, most
careful in gathering all the oldest and best authorities on
the subject, having consulted the ablest writers, home and
foreign, on the history and principles of Freemasonry
from the earliest records down to the present time;
describing all the Ancient Landmarks, and giving in full
all the old Charges, Constitutions, and Laws; adopting
descriptions of Regulations, Ceremonies, and Duties
connected with Lodges, Office-Bearers, &c., where I have
found them to be correct; altering and amending them
where they seemed to be wrong, and resting only on the
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authority of admittedly first-class expositors of the system;
and I have, from the best recognised sources of information,
as well as from my own long and intimate acquaintance
with the Laws and Customs of the Order, drawn up a
series of chapters on the Principles and Practices of
Freemasonry, which will, I hope, be found to be clear,
accurate, and full, and which I trust may prove of great
practical utility to the whole Fraternity.

Having carefully studied ¢ The Institutes of Masonic
Jurisprudence,” by the late Bro. Rev. Dr Oliver, whose
work, though applicable chiefly to England, contains much
that is equally applicable to Scotland, and having also
read with the utmost attention the valuable volume of
Bro. Dr Albert G. Mackey of New York, on ¢ Masonic
Jurisprudence ”’ in America—a work which bears evidence
of the deepest research and most thorough accuracy as to
the History and Laws of Freemasonry generally, and upon
the sure foundations of which I have built my superstructure
—1I feel that, unlike either of those worthy Brethren, I do
not need to plead that I am treading on unbroken ground
or operating in an unworked mine. On the contrary, the
knowledge acquired through their previous labours in
clearing and mapping out the ground, and to a large
extent in building up a goodly and well-proportioned
Institute of Masonic Jurisprudence, encourages me in the
hope that, whatever they may have done, the work now
submitted, chiefly though not exclusively to Scottish
Freemasons, will be found to be pretty complete and
accurate.

I shall only add, that my earnest desire has been to
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make the work a standard s.uthority, and that to this end
I have striven to attain all possible completeness and
strict accuracy. I have sought fully to ascertain the truth
of every statement made and of every principle laid down.
In the confident trust, therefore, that my labours will be
regarded with some approbation by the Brethren for whose
benefit they have been undertaken, and with the conviction
that whatever imperfections may be discovered in them
will be generously dealt with, I leave in the hands of the
Brotherhood this tribute to the cause of Union, Universal
Peace, and Universal Love.

CHALMERS I PATON.

TrE Towkg, PorToBELLO, N.B.
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PART L
THE ORIGIN AND BASIS OF MASONIC LAW.

—_——

CHAPTER 1L
TeEE LANDMARKS.

JURISPRUDENCE, it is scarcely necessary to state, is the
science or philosophy of law. Law deals with the person
and property of subjects, and subjects everywhere are bound
to render faithful and submissive obedience to law. It is
necessary, therefore, that wherever laws exist, those who are
bound to obey them should know and understand them.
Jurisprudence has for its subject the whole duties and
responsibilities legally resting upon communities or
corporations of men; and takes cognisance not only of
actual laws, but of the principles on which they are based.

With Jurisprudence in the abstract we have at present
nothing to do. As to Jurisprudence in application to Free-
masonry, a very few words of explanation will suffice. As
it is desirable and necessary that every subject of a nation
should be acquainted with the Constitution and Laws of
that nation, so it is desirable and necessary that every
Freemason should be acquainted with the Constitution
and Laws of Freemasonry; and as it is impossible that
subjects can, without thought or study, render a rational
or satisfactory obedience to the laws, written or unwritten,
of the nation in which they have had their birth or
naturalisation, so it is impossible that Freemasons can,
without thought and study, render arational and satisfactory

obedience to the laws, written or unwritten, of the Lodge
A



2 THE ORIGIN AND BASIS OF MASONIC LAW.

into which they have been introduced, or over which they
may be called to preside.

In the Masonic body, as in nations, communities, and
societies generally, the members are governed by, and
subject to, Constitutions and Laws. These Constitutions
and Laws they need to know, and are bound to observe.
It is their duty to make themselves acquainted with them.
They cannot be good Freemasons and be ignorant of them ;
they cannot be useful Freemasons and disregard them.

The laws, customs, and usages of Freemasonry may be
classified, like the laws, customs, and usages of Great
Britain and other kingdoms, under two great divisions,
the ¢ leges scripte”™ and the “leges mon-scripte,” or the
“ written” and the ¢‘ unwritten.” Or a threefold division
of them may be made under the heads of—LANDMARKS;
GENERAL REecurnaTIONs ; and LocAL REGULATIONS.
Blackstone defines “‘the unwritten laws of England” as
those whose ‘“ original institution and authority are not set
down in writing, as Acts of Parliament are, but receive
their binding power and the force of laws by long and
immemorial usage, and by their universal reception through-
out the kingdom ;> and he defines ¢‘ the written laws "’ to
be the “statutes, acts, or edicts made by, or with the advice
and consent of, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and
Commons in Parliament assembled.” These definitions
are generally applicable—mutatis mutandis—to the written
and unwritten laws of Freemasonry. The Landmarks are
the unwritten laws or customs of the Order; and the
Constitutions and Regulations made by -the supreme
authority of the body form its written law, which is
either general or local, according as the authority which
enacted them was in its character general or local.

The Landmarks of Freemasonry are those ancient, and
therefore universal, customs of the Order which either have
gradually grown into operation as rules of action, or if
at any time enacted by competent authority, were enacted
at a period so remote, that no account of their origin is to
be found in the records of history; both the enactors and
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the time of the enactments having passed into oblivion.
Blackstone says, that ¢ the goodness of a custom depends
upon its having been used time out of mind, or, in the
solemnity of our legal phrase, time whereof the memory of
man runneth not to the contrary. This it is that gives it
its weight and authority.” It is this exactly that constitutes
a Landmark in Freemasonry. Antiquity—an antiquity
reaching beyond all history, and such that it must be deemed
to have beenin force from the earliest periods to which history
relates—is essential to a Landmark. ¢ Were it possible,”
says Bro. Dr Mackay, ¢ for all the Masonic authorities at
the present day to unite in a universal congress, and, with
the most perfect unanimity, to adopt any new regulation,
although such regulation would, so long as it remained
unrepealed, be obligatory on the whole craft, it would
not be a Landmark. It would have the character of
universality, it is true, but it would be wanting in that of
antiquity.”

Another peculiarity of the Landmarks of Freemasonry
is, that they are unrepealable. As nopower exists to enact
a Landmark, so no power exists to abolish one. What the
Landmarks were centuries ago, they still are, and must
continue to remain till Freemasonry itself ceases to exist.
The stability, security, and universality of Freemasonry are
guaranteed by them. They stand in the way of destructive
innovations, and, as they are few in number, and in their
own nature such as to commend themselves to universal
approval, they do not raise up a barrier in the path of
salutary reform.

LANDMARKS.

On a careful examination and computation of the Land-
marks of Freemasonry, they are found to amount to only
twenty-five in number. They are as follows :—

1. The Modes of Recognition.

2. The Division of Symbolic Masonry into Three Degrees,

3. The Legend of the Third Degree.

4. The Government of the Fraternity by a Grand Master, elected

from the body of the Craft.
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11
12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22,

23.
24,

25.

THE ORIGIN AND BASIS OF MASONIC LAW,

The Prerogative of Grand Master to preside over every
Assembly of the Craft.

The Prerogative of Grand Master to grant Dispensations for
conferring Degrees at irregular times.

. The Prerogative of Grand Master to grant Dispensations for

opening and holding Lodges.

. The Prerogative of Grand Master to make Masons at sight.
. The Necessity for Masons to congregate in Lodges.
. The Government of the Craft, when congregated in a Lodge,

by a Master and two Wardens.

Necessity of every Lodge, when congregated, being duly tyled.

The Right of every Freemason to be represented in all
General Meetings of the Craft, and to instruct his Repre-
sentatives.

The Right of every Freemason to appeal from the decision
of a Lodge to the Grand Lodge or General Assembly of
Masons.

The Right of every Freemason to visit and sit in every Regular
Lodge.

No Visitor unknown to the Brethren present, or to some of
them, as a Freemason, can enter a Lodge without passing
an examination.

No Lodge can interfere in the business of another Lodge, nor
give Degrees to Brethren who are Members of other Lodges.

Every Freemason amenable to Masonic Jurisdiction,

Certain qualifications of Candidates for Initiation.

Belief in the existence of God necessary to Masons,

Belief in a Resurrection to a Future Life necessary to Masons.

The “Book of the Law” is an indispensable part of the
furniture of every Masonic Lodge. '

The Equality of all Freemasons.

The Secrecy of the Institution.

The Foundation of a Speculative Science upon an operative
art, and the symbolical use and explanation of the terms
of that art for purposes of religious or moral teaching.

The Landmarks can never be changed.

First Landmark.

This consists in THE MopEs oF RecogNiTION. These are
old and unquestioned, neither suffering alteration nor
addition. At the institution of the Order, to each of the
Degrees ‘““a particular distinguishing fest was applied,
which test, together with the explication, was accordingly
settled and communicated to the fraternity previous to
their dispersion, under a necessary and solemn injunction
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to secrecy; and they have been most cautiously preserved
and transmitted down to posterity by faithful brethren
ever since.”

Second Landmark.

This has its origin in THE DIVISION OF SYMBoOLIC MASONRY
iNTo THREE DEGREES, and the division has been with rare
exceptions universally preserved. Smith, in his ¢ Use and
Abuse of Freemasonry,” accounts for it thus :—¢‘ Though
there were no Apprentices employed in the building of the
Temple, yet, as the Craftsmen were all intended to be
promoted to the degree of Masters after its dedication;
and as these would receive an accession by receiving
Apprentices who might themselves in due time become
Masters, it was determined that the gradations in the
science should consist in three distinct Degrees.” By the
disruption of the concluding portion of the Second and
Third Degrees in the eighteenth century, a want of uni-
formity has been created in respect to the first teaching of
the Order. The Grand Lodge of Scotland vindicated the
ancient Landmark, by solemnly enacting that Ancient
Craft Masonry consisted of the three degrees of Entered
Apprentice,—Fellow Craft, with the adjunct of Mark,—and
Master Mason. The Landmark, however, though acknow-
ledged in its integrity, still continues to be violated. .

Tkird Landmark.

This is based on THE LEeeEND or THE THIRD DEGREE, the
integrity of which has been well preserved. The legend,
which is of sublime and symbolic meaning, was introduced
into the system after the union of speculative and operative
Masonry, and when the Temple of Solomon was erected.
There is no rite of Freemasonry, practised in any country
or language, in which the essential elements of this legend
are not taught. The lectures may vary, and indeed are
constantly changing, but the legend has ever remained
substantially the same; and it is necessary that it should,
for the legend of the Temple Builder is the very essence and
secures the identity of Freemasonry. Any rite which should
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exclude it, or materially alter it, would at once, by that
exclusion or alteration, cease to be a Masonic rite.

Fourth Landmark.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FRATERNITY, BY & presiding
officer called a GRAND MASTER, who is ELECTED FROM THE
BODY OF THE CRAFT, is a fourth Landmark of the Order.
¢ No brother can be a Warden, until he has passed the part
of a Fellow Craft; nor a Master, until he has acted as a
Warden ; nor Grand Warden, until he has been Master of
a Lodge; nor Grand Master, unless he has been a Fellow
Craft before his election.” Many persons ignorantly suppose
that the election of the Grand Master takes place in conse-
quence of a law or regulation of the Grand Lodge. Such,
however, is not the case. The office owes its existence to a
Landmark of the Order. Grand Masters are to be found
in the records of the institution long before Grand Lodges
were established; and if the present system of legislative
government by Grand Lodges were to be abolished, a Grand
Master would still be necessary. In fact, although there
has been a period within the records of history, and indeed
of very recent date, when a Grand Lodge was unknown,
there never has been a time when the Craft had not a Grand
Master.

Fifth Landmark.

TEE PREROGATIVE OF THE GRAND MASTER TO PRESIDE
OVER EVERY ASSEMBLY oF THE CRAFT, wheresoever and
whensoever held, is a fifth Landmark. It is in consequence
of this law, derived from ancient usage, and not from
any special enactment, that the Grand Master assumes the
chair, or, as it is called in Scotland, ¢ the throne,” at every
communication of the Grand Lodge, and that he is also
entitled to preside at the communication of every Lodge
holding Charter of the Grand Lodge, where he may happen
to be present. ¢ The Grand Lodge consists of and is
formed by the Master and Wardens of all regularly
constituted Lodges on the Roll, with the Grand Master at
their head.”
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Sixth Landmark.

THE PREROGATIVE OF THE GRAND MASTER TO GRANT
DISPENSATIONS FOR CONFERRING DEGREES AT IRREGULAR
TIMES, i8 another and a very important Landmark. The
statutory law of Freemasonry requires a month, or other
determinate period, to elapse between the presentation of a
petition and the election of a candidate. But the Grand
Master has the power to set aside or dispense with this
probation, and to allow a candidate to be initiated at once.
This prerogative he possessed in common with all Masters,
before the enactment of the law requiring a probation, and
as no statute can impair his prerogative, he still retains
the power, although the Masters of Lodges no longer
possess it.

Seventh Landmark.

THE PREROGATIVE OF THE GRAND MASTER TO GRANT
DispEnsaTioNs For OpeNING AND Horpine Lobges, is
another Landmark. He may grant, in virtue of this, to a
sufficient number of Freemasons, the privilege of meeting
together and conferring degrees. The Lodges thus
established are called ¢ Lodges under Dispensation.” They
are strictly creatures of the Grand Master, created by
his authority, existing only during his will and pleasure,
and liable at any moment to be dissolved at his command.
They may be continued for a day, a month, or six months;
but whatever be the period of their existence, they are
indebted for that existence solely to the grace of the Grand
Master.

Eighth Landmark.

THE PREROGATIVE OF THE GRAND MASTER TO MAKE
FREEMASONS AT SIGHT, is a Landmark which is closely
connected with the preceding one. There has been much
misapprehension in relation to this Landmark, which mis-
apprehension has sometimes led to a denial of its existence
in jurisdictions where the Grand Master was perhaps at the
very time substantially exercising the prerogative, without
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the slightest remark or opposition,—for whenever the Grand
Master granted his dispensation to an unchartered Lodge
to dispense with the necessary probation, and was present
and presiding at the conferring of the degree, he was
virtually making a Mason at sight. It is not to be supposed
that the Grand Master can retire with a profane into a
private room, and there, without- assistance, confer the
degrees of Freemasonry upon him. No such prerogative
exists ; and yet many believe that this is the so much talked
of right of ¢ making Masons at sight.” The real mode, and
the only mode, of exercising the prerogative is this: The
Grand Master summons to his assistance not less than six
other Masons, convenes a Lodge, and without any previous
probation, but on sigkt of the candidate, confers the degrees
upon him, after which he dissolves the Lodge, and dis-
misses the brethren. Lodges thus convened for special
purposes are called ¢ Occasional Lodges.” This is the only
way in which any Grand Master within the records of the
institution has ever been known to ‘‘make a Mason at
sight.” The prerogative is dependent upon that of grant-
ing dispensations to open and hold Lodges. If the Grand
Master has the power of granting to any other Mason the
privilege of presiding over Lodges working by his dispen-
sation, he may assume this privilege of presiding to
himself; and as no one can deny his right to revoke his
dispensation granted to a number of brethren at a distance,
and to dissolve the Lodge at his pleasure, it will scarcely
be contended that he may not revoke his dispensation for a
Lodge over which he himself has been presiding, within a
day, and dissolve the Lodge as soon as the business for
which he had assembled it is accomplished. The making
of Masons at sight is only the conferring of the degrees by
the Grand Master, at once, in an Occasional Lodge, consti-
tuted by his dispensing power for the purpose, and over
which he presides in person. These Occasional Lodges have
been often called by the English Grand Masters since 1717,
and frequent records of the fact are to be found in Ander-
son’s Constitutions. Almost all of the Princes of the Royal
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Family, when made Freemasons, were initiated, passed, and
raised at sight, and in Occasional Lodges.

Ninth Landmark.

THE NECESSITY FOR MASONS TO CONGREGATE IN LODGES
is another Landmark, It is not to be understood by this
that any ancient Landmark has directed that permanent
organisation of Daughter Lodges which constitutes one
of the features of the Masonic system as it now prevails.
But the Landmarks of the Order always prescribed that
Freemasons should from time to time congregate together,
for the purpose of either operative or speculative labour,
and that these congregations should be called Lodges.
Formerly these were extemporary meetings called together
for special purposes, and then dissolved, the brethren
departing to meet again at other times and other places,
according to the necessity of circumstances. But warrants
of constitution, bye-laws, permanent office-bearers, and
annual arrears, are modern innovations wholly outside of
the Landmarks, and dependent entirely on the special
enactments of a comparatively recent period.

Tenth Landmark.

THE GOVERNMENT oF THE CRAFT, WHEN 80 CONGREGATED
IN A LopGE, BY A MASTER AND HIS TWO WARDENS, is also a
Landmark. The Old Charges allude to the antiquity of
these office-bearers in the following language :—*‘ In ancient
times no Master or Fellow could be absent from the Lodge
when warned to appear at it, without incurring a severe
censure, until it appeared to the Master and Wardens that
pure necessity hindered him.” To show the influence of
this ancient law, it may be observed, that a congregation
of Freemasons meeting together under any other govern-
ment, as that, for instance, of a president and vice-president,
or a chairman and sub-chairman, would not be recognised
as a Lodge. The presence of a Master and two Wardens
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is as essential to the valid organisation of a Lodge as a
warrant of constitution is at the present day. The names,
of course, vary in different languages—the Master, for
instance being called ¢ Venerable” in French Masonry,
and the Wardens ¢ Surveillants,”—but the office-bearers,
their number, prerogatives, and duties are everywhere
identical. The number (three) of these offices is essential
to the symbolism of the Order, because they refer, as
corresponding office-bearers always did in the ancient
Mysteries, to the sun at its rising, its meridian height, and
its setting. So long as Freemasonry preserves its symbolic
character, these office-bearers must be retained, and their
peculiar positions preserved.

Eleventh Landmark.

TeE NECESSITY THAT EVERY LODGE WHEN CONGREGATED
SHOULD BE DULY TYLED, is an important Landmark of the
institution. It is never neglected. The necessity of this
law arises from the esoteric character of Freemasonry. As
a secret institution, its portals must, of course, be safely
guarded and tyled from the intrusion of the profane, and
such a law must therefore always have been in force from
the very beginning of the Order. It is therefore properly
classed among the ancient Landmarks. The office of
Tyler is wholly independent of any special enactment of
Grand or Daughter Lodges, although these may and
do prescribe for him additional duties, which vary in
different jurisdictions.

Twelfth Landmark.

THE RIGHT OF EVERY FREEMASON TO BE REPRESENTED IN
ALL GENERAL MEETINGS OF THE CRAFT, AND TO INSTRUCT
HIS REPRESENTATIVES, is a twelfth Landmark. Formerly,
these general meetings, which were usually held once a
year, were called ¢‘ General Assemblies,” and all the fra-
ternity, even to the youngest Entered Apprentice, were
permitted to be present. - Now they are called ¢ Grand
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Lodges,” and only the Masters and Wardens of the
Daughter Lodges are summoned. But this is simply as
the representatives of their members. Originally, each
Mason represented himself; now he is represented by his
own office-bearers. This was a concession granted by the
fraternity about 1717, and of course does not affect the
integrity of the Landmark, for the principle of representa-
tion is still preserved. The concession was only made for
purposes of convenience. See a full relation of the history
of this concession in PrEsToN. (Oliver’s edition, pp.
182-184.) The result of the concession is given in these
words: ‘‘ Matters being thus amicably adjusted, the brethren
of the four old Lodges considered their attendance on the
future communications of the society as unnecessary, and
therefore, like the other Lodges, trusted implicitly to their
Masters and Wardens, resting satisfied that no measure of
importance would be adopted without their approbation.”
The introduction of proxies into ‘‘ Grand Lodges” is a
violation of this twelfth Landmark.

Thirteenth Landmark.

Tee RIGHT OF EVERY FREEMASON TO APPEAL FROM
TEE DECISION OF HIS BRETHREN IN LopGE CONVENED, TO
THE GRAND LODGE OR GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MAsONS,
is a Landmark highly essential to the preservation of
Jjustice, and the prevention of oppression. The Old Charges
recognise this right of appeal in these words: ¢ If any
complaint be brought, the brother found guilty shall stand
to the award and determination of the Lodge, who are
the proper and competent judges of all such controversies,
unless you carry it by appeal to the Grand Lodge.” This
is an excellent Landmark, as the Brother comes up for
sentence before a body of Freemasons, who should have
no other interest but that of justice.

Fourteenth Landmark.
Tee Ricer or EVERY FrEEMASON TO VisiT AND SIT 1N
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EVERY REGULAR LoODGE is an unquestionable Landmark of
the Order. This is called ¢ the right of visitation.” The
MS. in possession of the Lodge of Antiquity, and which
contains Charges written in the reign of James II. of England
between 1685 and 1686, recognises this right of visitation
in the welcome which it orders every Freemason to give to
a strange Brother: ¢ Thirteenthly, that every Freemason
receive and cherish strange Fellows, when they come over
the country, and set them on work, if they will work, as the
manner is; that is to say, if the Mason have any mould
stone in his place, he shall give him a mould stone and set
him on work ; and if he have none, the Mason shall refresh
him with money unto the next Lodge.” This right of
visitation has always been recognised as an inherent right,
which inures to every Freemason as he travels through the
world. The right may, of course, be impaired or forfeited
on special occasions by various circumstances; but when
admission is refused to a Freemason in good standing, who
knocks at the door of a Lodge as” a visitor, it is to be
expected that some good and sufficient reason shall be
furnished for the violation of what is in general a Masonic
right, founded on the Landmarks of the Order. It has
generally been held that a visitor cannot demand the right -
of sitting in a strange Lodge oftener than once a year.

Fifteenth Landmark.

Itis a Landmark of the Order, THAT No VISITOR, UNENOWN
TO THE BRETHREN PRESENT, OR TO SOME ONE OF THEM, AS A
FREEMASON, CAN ENTER A LODGE WITHOUT FIRST PASSING AN
ExAMINATION ACCORDING TO ANCIENT UsAGE. Reference is
made to this important Landmark in the Old Charges, vi.
6, in the directions for ¢ behaviour to a strange brother,”
where we find the following language: ¢ You are cautioned
to examine him in such method as prudence shall direct
you, that you may not be imposed upon by an ignorant
pretender, whom. you are to reject with contempt and
derision, and beware of giving him any hints of knowledge.”
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Of course if the visitor is known to any brother present to
be a Freemason in good standing, and if that brother vouch
for his qualifications, the examination may be dispensed
with, as the Landmark refers only to the cases of strangers,
who are not to be recognised unless after strict trial, due
examination, or lawful information. The Grand Lodge of
Scotland has wisely enacted that every Freemason shall
have a diploma. It ought to be the general practice to
make visitors take the attestation obligation.

Sizteenth Landmark.

No LoDpGE CAN INTERFERE IN THE BUSINESS OF ANOTHER
LopGE, Nor GIVE DEGREES T0O BRETHREN WHO ARE MEMBERS
oF OoTHER Lopges. This is undoubtedly an ancient
Landmark, founded on the great principles of courtesy
and fraternal kindness, which are at the very foundation
of the institution. It has been repeatedly recognised by
subsequent statutory enactments of Grand Lodges.

Seventeenth Landmark.

It is a Landmark that EVERY FREEMASON I8 AMENABLE
T0 THE LAWS AND REGULATIONS OF THE MASONIC JURISDIC-
TION IN WHICH HE RESIDES, and this although he may not
be a member of any Lodge. Non-affiliation, which is,
in fact, in itself a masonic offence, does not exempt a
Freemason from Masonic Jurisdiction. The Old Charges,
already referred to, recognise this Landmark in these words:
¢ Tenthly, that every Master and Fellow shall come to the
assembly, if it be within three miles of him, if he have
any warning. And if he have trespassed against the Craft,
to abide the award of Masters and Fellows.” And
again, ‘ Eleventhly, that every Master Mason and Fellow
that hath trespassed against the Craft, shall stand to the
correction of other Masters and Fellows to make him
accord, and if he cannot accord, to go to the common law.”
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Eighteenth Landmark.

CERTAIN QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES FOR INITIATION
are derived from a Landmark of the Order. Thus, in the
same old MS. Charges, from which quotations have already
been made, these qualifications are specially required :
¢ Thirdly, that he that be made, be able in all degrees;
that is, free born, no bastard, of a good kindred, true, and
no bondsman ; and that he have his right limbs as a man
ought to have.” And the Old Charges, collected in 1717,
give the qualifications as follows: ¢‘ The persons admitted
members of a Lodge must be good and true men, free born,
no bastard, and of mature and discreet age,—no bondmen,
no women, no immoral or scandalous men, but men of good
report.” It is evident therefore that the candidate must be
a man—unmutilated, free born, not a bastard, and of mature
age. In the regulations adopted by the General Assembly,
27th December 1663, the age is fixed at twenty-one years :
““Thatno person be accepted unless he be twenty-one years old
or more.”” A bastard, a woman, a cripple, a slave, or one born
in slavery, is disqualified for initiation into the rights of
Freemasonry. Nor can any such, although they have been
initiated, continue to act as Freemasons or practise the
rites or receive the benefits of the Order. The qualifications
really arise from the very nature of the Masonic institution,
and from its symbolic teachings, and have always existed
a8 a Landmark.

Nineteenth Landmark.

A BrLieF IN THE EXISTENCE OF GOD AS THE GREAT
ArcHITECT of the universe, is one of the most important
Landmarks of the Order. It is needless to cite authorities
on this point. We may say, however, that the very first of
the Old Charges begins by declaring that ‘‘a Mason is
obliged by his tenure to obey the moral law; and if he
rightly understands the art, he will never be a stupid
atheist nor an irreligious libertine.” It has been always
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held that a denial of the existence of a Supreme and
Superintending Power is an absolute disqualification for
initiation. The annals of the Order have never yet furnished,
nor could they furnish, an instance in which an avowed
atheist was made a Freemason. The very initiatory
ceremonies of the first degree forbid and prevent the
possibility of so monstrous an occurrence.

Twentieth Landmark.

Subsidiary to this belief in God, as a Landmark of the
Order, is the BELIEF IN A RESURRECTION TO A FUTURE LiFE.
The whole scope and design of the Third Degree is to teach
the resurrection from the dead, as that of the “Royal Arch
is to inculcate the rewards of a future life. If the doctrine
of the resurrection were false, then would the ceremonies of
the Third- Degree be simply a farce ; and hence Hutchinson,
who had profoundly studied its symbolism, says, that the
Master Mason’s order ¢ testifies our faith concerning the
resurrection of the body.” This Landmark is not so
positively impressed on the candidate by exact words as
the preceding; but the doctrine is taught by very plain
implication, and runs through the whole symbolism of the
Order. To believe in Freemasonry, and not to believe in a
resurrection, would be an absurd anomaly, which could only
be excused by the reflection that he who thus combined such
belief with such scepticism, was so ignorant on both the
subjects concerned as to have no rational foundation for his
opinion as to either.

Twenty-first Landmark.

It is a Landmark, that a ‘“ Book oF THE LAW” sHALL
CONSTITUTE AN INDISPENSABLE PART OF THE FURNITURE OF
EVERY LopgE. The presence of a ¢ Book of the Law” in a
Lodge, as a part of its furniture, is strictly a ritualistic
Landmark, and the authorities for it will be at once evident
to every Mason. It is not absolutely required that every-
where the Old and New Testaments shall be used. The

. L]
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¢ Book of the Law ” is that volume which, by the religion
of the country, is believed to contain the revealed will of
the Great Architect of the universe. Hence, in all Lodges
in Christian countries, the ¢ Book of the Law” is com-
posed of the Old and New Testaments ; in a country where
Judaism is the prevailing faith, the Old Testament alone is
sufficient; and in Mohammedan countries, and among
Mohammedan Freemasons, the Koran is generally substi-
tuted. The author has seen this in Lodges. Freemasonry
does not attempt to interfere with the peculiar religious
faith of its members, except so far as relates to belief in
the existence of God and the Resurrection, with what
necessarily results from such belief. On the subject of the
religious, or rather the doctrinal, requirements of Masonry,
the Old Charges utter the following explicit language:
¢ Though, in ancient times, Masons were charged in every
country to be of the religion of that country or nation, what-
ever it was, yet it is now thought expedient only to oblige
them to that religion in which all men agree, leaving their
particular opinions to themselves.” The ¢ Book of the
Law ” is to the speculative Mason his spiritual Trestle-
board ; without this he cannot labour ; whatever he believes
to be the revealed will of the Great Architect constitutes
for him his spiritual Trestle-board, and must ever be before
him in his hours of speculative labour, to be the rule and
guide of his conduct. The Landmark, therefore, requires
that a ¢ Book of the Law,” a religious code of some kind,
purporting to exhibit the revealed will of God, shall form
an essential part of the furniture of every Lodge.

Trenty-second Landmark.

Tae EQuaLITY OF ALL FREEMASONS is another Landmark
of the Order. This equality has no reference to any
subversion of those gradations of rank which have been
instituted by the usages of society. The monarch, the
nobleman, or the gentleman is entitled to all the influence,
and receives all the respect which rightly belongs to his

v
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exalted position. But the doctrine of Masonic equality
implies that, as children of one great Father, all meet in
the Lodge upon a level—that on this level all are travelling
to one predestined goal—that in the Lodge genuine merit
shall receive more respect than boundless wealth, and that
virtue and knowledge alone shall be the basis of all Masonic
honours, and be rewarded with preferment. When the
labours of the Lodge are over, and the brethren have retired
from their peaceful retreat, to mingle once more with the
world, each will then again resume that social position,
and exercise the privileges of that rank, to which the
customs of society entitle him,

Twenty-third Landmark.

TaE SEcrECY OF THE INSTITUTION is another and a most
important Landmark. There are abundant cautions in the
Old Charges which recognise the existence of this Land-
mark, and the necessity of preserving it. Thus, in the
direction for the behaviour of Brethren who ¢‘ meet without
strangers,” it is said, ‘‘ You will salute one another in a
courteous manner, . . . . freely giving mutual
instruction as shall be thought expedient, without being
overseen or overheard ;”’ and in the presence of strangers,
¢¢ You shall be cautious in your words and carriage, that the
most penetrating stranger shall not be able to discover or
find out what is not proper to be intimated.” There is some
difficulty in precisely defining what is meant by a ¢ secret
gociety.” If the term refers, as, perhaps, in strict language
it should, to those associations whose designs are concealed
from the public eye, and whose members are unknown,
which produce their results in darkness, and whose opera-
tions are carefully hidden from the public gaze—a defini-
tion which will be appropriate to many political clubs and
revolutionary combinations in despotic countries, where re-
form, if it is at all to be effected, must be effected by secret
combinations—then clearly Freemasonry is not a secret
society. Its design is not only publicly proclaimed, but is

B
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vaunted by its disciples as something to be venerated ; its
disciples are known, for its membership is considered an
honour to be coveted ; it works for a result of which it boasts
—the civilisation and refinement of man, the amelioration
of his condition, and the reformation of his manners. But
if by a secret society is meant—and this is the most popular
understanding of the term—a society in which there is a cer-
tain amount of knowledge, whether it be of methods of recog-
nition, or of legendary and traditional learning, which is
imparted to those only who have passed through an estab-
lished form of initiation, the form itself being also concealed
or esoteric, then in this sense is Freemasonry undoubtedly a
secret society. Now, this secrecy is inherent in it, existing
with it from its foundation, and secured to it by its ancient
Landmarks. If divested of its secret character, it would
lose its identity, and would cease to be Freemasonr§. What-
ever objections may, therefore, be made to the institution, on
account of its secrecy, and however much some unskilful
brethren have been willing in times of trial, for the sake of
expediency, to divest it of its secret character, it will be ever
impossible to do so, even were the Landmark not standing
as an insurmountable obstacle ; because such change of its
character would be social suicide, and the death of the Order
would follow its legalised exposure. Freemasonry, as a
secret association, has lived unchanged for centuries—as an
open society it would not last for as many years.

Twenty-fourth Landmark.

TaE FoUNDATION OF A SPECULATIVE SCIENCE UPON AN
OPERATIVE ART, AND THE SYMBOLIC USE AND EXPLANATION
OF THE TERMS OF THAT ART, FOR PURPOSES OF RELIGIOUS OR
MORAL TEACHING, constitutes another Landmark of the
Order. The Temple of Solomon was the cradle of the
institution, and, therefore, references to operative Masonry,
in the comstruction of that magnificent edifice, to -the
materials and implements which were employed in its
censtruction, and to the artists who were engaged in the
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building, are all component and essential parts of Free-
masonry, which could not be subtracted from it without
an entire destruction of the whole identity of the Order.
Hence, all the comparatively modern rites of Freemasonry,
however they may differ in other respects, religiously
preserve this temple history and these operative elements,
as the substratum of all their modifications of the Masonic
system.

Twenty-fifth Landmark.

The last and crowning Landmark of all is, that THESE
LANDMARES CAN NEVER BE CHANGED. Nothing can be
subtracted from them—nothing can be added to them—
not the slightest modification can be made in them. As
~ they were received from our predecessors, we are bound by
the most solemn obligations of duty to transmit them to
our successors. Not one jot or one tittle of these unwritten
laws can be repealed; for, in respect to them, we are not
only willing, but compelled to adopt the language of the
sturdy old barons of England—¢ Nolumus leges mutari.”
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CHAPTER IL

TeaE WRITTEN Law.

Nexr to the Unwritten Laws, or Landmarks of Masonry,
come its Written or Statutory Laws. These are the
¢ Regulations,” as they are usually called, which have
been enacted from time to time by General Assemblies,
Grand Lodges, or other supreme authorities of the Order.
They are in their character either general or local.

I THE GENERAL REGULATIONS.

The General Regulations are those that have been enacted
by such bodies as at the time had universal jurisdiction over
the Craft. By the concurring consent of all Masonic jurists,
it is agreed, that the regulations adopted previous to the year
1721, are general in their nature ; because all the Masonic
authorities established since that period have derived their
existence, either directly or indirectly, from the Grand
Lodge of England, which was organised in 1717. Hence
the regulations adopted by that body, at the period of its
organisation, and immediately afterwards, or by its prede-
cessors, the annual General Assemblies of the Craft, were
of universal authority at the time of their adoption. Soon
after 1721, however, other Grand Lodges were established
with equal powers to make regulations for their own juris-
dictions, and hence the subsequent enactments of the Grand
Lodges of England, Scotland, Ireland, and other countries,
are, of course, of authority only in the jurisdictions over
which these Grand Lodges respectively exercise control.

The code of General Regulations, or the universal
Written Law of Masonry, is contained in a comparatively
small compass. With the Landmarks already recapitulated
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in the preceding chapter, it constitutes the foundation on
which the whole superstructure of Masonic law is erected.
From these Landmarks and General Regulations, and from
the dictates of reason and the suggestions of analogy and
common sense, we must deduce all those fundamental
principles which make the science of Masonic law.

It is necessary, therefore, that all those documents which
contain the universal written laws of Freemasonry should
be enumerated, as an apprepriate introduction to an accurate
inquiry into the science whose principles constitute the
subject-matter of the present volume.

The following documents, and these only, have been
admitted to contain the General Regulations and fun-
damental Constitutions of the Order, and are competent
authority for reference in all obscure or disputed points
of Masonic law :—

The Old York Constitutions of A.p. 926.
The Constitutions of Edward IIIL
The Regulations of A.p. 1663.
. The Ancient Installation Charges.
. The Ancient Charges at Makings.
The Regulations of A.p. 1703.
. The Regulations of a.p. 1717. -
. The Regulations of o.p. 1720.
. The Charges approved in A.p. 1722.
10. The General Regulations of A.p. 1721.
These we now proceed to mention in the order in whlch they
have just been enumerated, and therefore first the OLp York
ConsTtITUTIONS Of 926.

© OO O 0

I. THE OLD YORK CONSTITUTIONS OF 926.

The ¢ Old York Constitutions ” were so called from the
city of York, where they were enacted, and sometimes the
¢ Gothic Constitutions,” from the fact that they were
written in the old Gothic character. Of these constitutions,
which are the oldest now extant, the history is given in a
record written in the reign of Edward IV., the substance
of which is copied by Anderson. From this record, we learn
that Prince Edwin, having been tanght Masonry, obtained
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from his brother, King Athelstan, a free charter, ¢ for the
Freemasons having a correction among themselves, or a
freedom and power to regulate themselves, to amend what
might happen amiss, and to hold a yearly communication
and general assembly. Accordingly, Prince Edwin sum-
moned all the Masons in the realm to meet him in a congre~
gation at York, who came and composed a General Lodge,
of which he was Grand Master; and having brought with
them all the writings and records extant, some in Greek,
some in Latin, some in French and other languages,
from the contents thereof that assembly did frame the
Constitution and Charges of an English Lodge, made a law
to preserve and observe the same in all time coming, and
ordained good pay for the working Masons,” &c.

The Constitutions thus framed at the city of York, in the
year 926, were seen, approved, and confirmed, as we are in-
formed by Anderson, in the reign of Henry VL, and were
then recognised as the fundamental law of Masonry. The
document containing them was lost for a long time,
although, -according to Oliver, copies are known to have
been taken during the reign of Richard IL ; at the revival
of Freemasonry, however, in 1717, not a transcript was to
be found. A copy was, however, discovered in 1838, by
Mr James Orchard Halliwell, in the British Museum, and
published. The late Bro. Dr Oliver has clearly proved, in
an article in the American Quarterly Review of Freemasonry,
that this ancient MS., published by Mr Halliwell, is a
copy of the original Constitutions, as adopted in 926 by the
General Assembly which met at York. These Constitutions
contain fifteen articles and fifteen points of Masonic law,
which are here given, not in the antiquated language in
which they were written, and in which they are published
in Halliwell’s book—a language which would be almost
wholly unintelligible to the great mass of readers—but as
they have been very correctly translated and condensed by
Bro. Dr Oliver, in the article already referred to. Besides
their importance, they will be read with interest as the
oldest Masonic Constitutions extant.
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The Fifteen Articles.

1. The Master must be steadfast, trusty and true; provide
victuals for his men, and pay their wages punctually. [This refer-
ence to the wages of operative Masonry is still preserved in the
formula of the Senior Warden’s response in opening and closing a
Lodge ; but the wages of a speculative Mason consist in a knowledge
of truth.

2. Evlry Master shall attend the Grand Lodge when duly
summoned, unless he have a good and reasonable excuse.

3. No Master shall take an Apprentice for less than seven
years. [Speculatively, no candidate shall pass to a higher degree,
until he has served a ‘ sufficient time ” and made “ due proficiency ”
in the preceding degree.]

4. The son of a bondman, or a bastard, shall not be admitted as
an Apprentice, lest, when he is introduced into the Lodge, any of
the Brethren should be offended.

5. A candidate must be without blemish, and have the full and
proper use of his limbs ; for a maimed man can do the Craft no
good. [This is repeated in all subsequent regulations, and is still
in force, notwithstanding some recent attempts to reduce its rigour.]

6. The Master shall take especial care, in the admission of an
Apprentice, that he do his lord no prejudice.

7. He shall harbour no thief or thief’s retainer, lest the Craft
should come to shame.

8. If he unknowingly employ an imperfect man, he shall discharge
him from the work when his inability is discovered. [This is the
foundation of that principle of law by which a candidate may
be stopped in any part of his progress—as, for instance, that an
Entered Apprentice, being objected to, may be refused by the Lodge
advancement to the Fellow Craft's Degree.]

9. No Master shall undertake a work that he is not able to finish
to his lord's profit and the credit of his Lodge. '

10. A Brother shall not supplant his fellow in the work 1[that
is, no Lodge shall interfere with the work of another Lodge.—These
regulations afford illustrations of how the operative allusions in
all the old Constitutions are to be interpreted in a speculative

" sense], unless he be incapable of doing it himself ; for then he
may lawfully finish it, that pleasure and profit may be the mutual
result.

11. A Mason shall not be obliged to work after the sun has set
in the west.

12. Nor shall he decry the work of a brother or fellow, but
shall deal honestly and truly by him, under a penalty of not less
than ten pounds. .

13. The Master shall instruct his Apprentice faithfully, and make
him a perfect workman.
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14. He shall teach him all the secrets of his trade.
15. And shall guard him against the commission of perjury and
all other offences by which the Craft may be brought to shame.

The Fifteen Points.

1. Every Mason shall cultivate brotherly love and the love of
God, and frequent holy church.

2. The workman shall labour diligently on work days, that he
may deserve his holidays.

3. Every Apprentice shall keep his Master’s counsel, and not
betray the secrets of his Lodge.

4. No man shall be false to the Craft, or entertain a prejudice
against his Master or Fellows.

5. Every workman shall receive his wages meekly, and without
scruple ; and should the Master think proper to dismiss him from
the work, he shall have due notice of the same before H. xii.

6. If any dispute arise among the brethren, it shall be settled on
a holiday, that the work be not neglected, and God’s law may be
fulfilled.

7. No Mason shall debauch, or have carnal knowledge of the
wife, daughter, or concubine of his Master or Fellows.

8. He shall be true to his Master, and a just mediator in all
disputes or quarrels.

9. The Steward shall provide good cheer against the hour of
refreshment, and each Fellow shall punctually defray his share of
_ the reckoning, the Steward rendering a true and correct account.

10. If a Mason live amiss, or slander his Brother untruthfully,
80 as to bring the Craft to shame, he shall have no further main-
tenance among the Brethren, but shall be summoned to the next
Grand Lodge ; and if he refuse to appear, he shall be expelled.

11. If a Brother see his Fellow hewing a stone, and likely to
spoil it by unskilful workmanship, he shall teach him to amend it,
with fair words and brotherly speeches,

12. The General Assembly, or Grand Lodge, shall consist of
Masters and Fellows, Lords, Knights, and Squires, Mayor and
Sheriff, to make new laws, and to confirm old ones when necessary.

13. Every Brother shall swear fealty, and if he violates his oath,
he shall not be succoured or assisted by any of the Fraternity.

14. He shall make oath to keep secrets, to be steadfast and true
to all the ordinances of the Grand Lodge, to the King and Holy
Church, and to all the several points herein specified.

15. And if any Brother break his oath, he shall be committed
to prison, and forfeit his goods and chattels to the King.

The articles conclude with an additional ordinance—
alia ordinatio—which declares :—
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That a General Assembly shall be held every year, with the
Grand Master at its head, to enforce these regulations, and to make
new laws, when it may be expedient to do so, at which all the
brethren are competent to be present; and they must renew their
O. B. to keep these statutes and constitutions, which have been or-
dained by King Athelstan, and adopted by the Grand Lodge at
York. And this Assembly further directs that, in all ages to come,
the existing Grand Lodge shall petition the reigning monarch to
confer his sanction on their proceedings.

II. THE CONSTITUTIONS OF EDWARD III.

Anderson informs us, on the authority of an old
record, that, in the reign of King Edward IIL. (that is,
between the years 1337 and 1377), the Grand Master
with his Wardens, at the head of the Grand Lodge, with the
consent of the lords of the realm, who were generally
Freemasons, ordained the following Constitutions :—

1. That for the future, at the making or admission of a Brother,
the Constitutions and the Charges shall be read.

2. The Master Masons, or Masters of the work, shall be examined
whether they be able of cunning to serve their respective lords, as
well the highest as the lowest, to the honour and worship of the
aforesaid art, and to the profit of their lords; for they be their
lords that employ them for their travel

3. That when the Master and Wardens meet in a Lodge, if need
be, the Sheriff of the county, or the Mayor of the city, or Alderman
of the town, in which the congregation is held, should be made
fellow and sociate to the Master, in help of him against rebels,
and for upbearing the rights of the realm.

4. That Entered Prentices at their making were charged not to
be thieves, or thieves-maintainers ; that they should travel honestly
for their pay, and love their Fellows as themselves, and be true to
the King of England, and to the realm, and to the Lodge.

5. That at such congregations it shall be inquired whether any
Master or Fellow has broken any of the articles agreed to. And if
the offender, being duly cited to appear, prove rebel, and will not
attend, then the Lodge shall determine against him that he shall
forswear (or remounce) his Masonry, and shall no more use this
craft ; the which if he presume to do, the Sheriff of the county
shall prison him, and take all his goods into the King’s hands, till
of his grace be granted him an issue: for this cause principally
have these congregations been ordained, that as well the lowest as
the highest should be well and truly served in this art foresaid
throughout all the kingdom of England.
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III. REGULATIONS OF 1663.

In the reign of Charles L, Henry Jermyn, Earl of
St Albans, being chosen Grand Master, held a General
Assembly and Feast on St John the Evangelist’s Day,
1663, when the following regulations were adopted :—

1. That no person, of what degree soever, be made or accepted a
Freemason, unless in a regular Lodge, whereof one to be a Master
or a Warden in that limit or division where such Lodge is kept,
and another to be a craftsman in the trade of Freemasonry.

2. That no person shall hereafter be accepted a Freemason but
such as are of able body, honest parentage, good reputation, and an
observer of the laws of the land.

3. That no person hereafter, who shall be accepted a Freemason,
shall be admitted into any Lodge or assembly, until he has brought
a certificate of the time and place of his acceptation from the Lodge
that accepted him, unto the Master of that limit or division where
such Lodge is kept ; and the said Master shall enroll the same in
a roll of parchment, to be kept for that purpose, and shall give an
account of all such acceptations at every General Assembly.

4. That every person who is now a Freemason, shall bring to
the Master a note of the time of his acceptation, to the end the
same may be enrolled in such priority of place as the Brother
deserves ; and that the whole company and Fellows may the better
know each other.

5. That for the future the said fraternity of Freemasons shall
be regulated and governed by ome Grand Master, and as many
Wardens as the said Society shall thing fit to appoint at every
annual General Assembly.

6. That no person shall be a.ccepted unless he be twenty-one
years old or more.

IV. THE ANCIENT INSTALLATION CHARGES.

These Charges appear from their style to be very old,
although their date is uncertain. They were contained in
a MS. written in the reign of James IL, which extended
from 1685 to 1688, which MS., accordmg to Preston, was
in possession of the Lodge of Anthmty in London. They
are said to have been used at the installation of the Master
of a Lodge. Probably they are older than the year 1686 ;
but that date is often used as a means of reference. The
Charges are as follows :—
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1. That ye shall be true men to God and the Holy Church, and
use no error or heresy by your understanding, and by wise men’s
teaching.

2. That ye shall be true liegemen to the King of England, with-
out treason or any falsehood, and that ye know no treason but ye
shall fgive knowledge thereof to the King, or to his counsel ; also,
ye shall be true one to another, that is to say, every Mason of the
craft that is Mason allowed, ye shall do to him as ye would be done
unto yourself.

3. And ye shall keep truly all the counsel that ought to be kept
in the way of Masonhood, and all the counsel of the Lodge or of
the chamber. Also, that ye shall be no thief, nor thieves to your
knowledge free: that ye shall be true to the King, lord, or master
that ye serve, and truly to see and work to his advantage.

4. You shall call all Masons your Fellows, or your brethren, and
no other names.

5. Ye shall not take your Fellow’s wife in villainy, nor deflower
his daughter or servant, nor put him to disworship.

6. You shall truly pay for your meat or drink, wheresoever ye go
to table or board. Also, ye shall do no villainy there, whereby the
craft or science would be slandered.

V. THE ANCIENT CHARGES AT MAKINGS.

The MS. in the archives of the Lodge of Antiquity, from
which we have quoted the preceding Charges, adds to
them fifteen more, which are said to be ¢ Charges single
for Masons allowed or accepted,” that is to say, as is added
at the end, ¢ Charges and covenants to be read . . . . at
the making of a Freemason or Freemasons.” They are as
follows :— '

1. That no Mason take on him any lord’s work, or any other
man’s, unless he know himself well able to perform the work, so
the Craft have no slander.

2. Also, that no Master take work but that he take reasonable
pay for it ; so that the lord may be truly served, and the Master
live honestly, and pay his Fellows truly. And that no Master
or Fellow supplant another of their work ; that is to say, that if
he hath taken a work, or else stand Master of any work, he
shall not put him out, unless he be unable of cunning to make
an end of his work. And no Master or Fellow shall take an
Apprentice for less than seven years. And that the Apprentice
be freeborn, and of limbs whole as a man ought to be, and no
bastard. And that no Master or Fellow take an allowance to be
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made Mason without the assent of his Fellows, at the least six or
seven.

3. That he that be made be able in all degrees; that is, free-
born, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman or bastard, and
that he have his right limbs as a man ought to have.

4. That a Master take no Apprentice without he have occupation
to occupy two or three Fellows at the least.

5. That no Master or Fellow put away any lord’s work to task
that ought to be journeywork.

6. That every Master give pay to his Fellows and servants as
they may deserve, so that he be not defamed with false working.
And that none slander another behind his back to make him lose
his good name,

7. That no Fellow in the house or abroad answer another un-
godly or reproveably without a cause.

8. That every Master Mason do reverence to his elder ; and that
a Mason be no common player at the cards, dice, or hazard or at
any other unlawful plays, through the which the Science and Craft
may be dishonoured and slandered.

9. That no Fellow go into the town by night, except he ha.ve a
Fellow with him, who may bear him record that he was in an
honest place.

10. That every Master and Fellow shall come to the assembly,
if it be within three miles of him, if he have any warning. And if
he have trespassed against the Craft, to abide the reward of Masters
and Fellows.

11. And every Master Mason and Fellow that hath trespassed
against the Craft, shall stand to the correction of other Masters and
Fellows to make him accord ; and if they cannot accord, to go to
the common law.

12. That a Master or Fellow make not a mould stone, square, nor
rule,.to no lowen, nor let no lowen work within their Lodge nor
without to mould stone.

13. That every Mason receive and cherish strange Fellows, when
they come over the country, and set them on work, if they will
work, as the manner is; that is to say, if the Mason have any
mould stone in his place, he shall give him a mould stone, and set
him to work ; and if he have none, the Mason shall refresh him
with money unto the next Lodge.

14. That every Master shall truly serve his Master for his pay.

15. That every Master shall truly make an end of his work, task,
or journey, whitherso it be.

VI. THE REGULATION OF 1703.

It is not known upon what authority Robold places the
date of this Regulation in 1703. He cannot, however, be
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far wrong, as it was certain that it was adopted at the begin-
ning of the eighteenth century, and during the latter part
of the Grand Mastership of Sir Christopher Wren. The
Regulation is an important one, and had an extensive
influence on the subsequent character of the Institution.
Preston, in his ¢ Illustrations of Masonry,” p. 180, says,
that it was adopted in consequence of the decadence of the
Lodges, and for the purpose of increasing their members.
It is in these words :—

That the privileges of Masonry should no longer be restricted to
operative Masons, but extend to men of various professions, pro-
vided, they are regularly approved and initiated into the Order.

There is something in the phraseology of this Regulation
which makes it not easily reconcilable with the facts of
history. It is well known that, from the earliest periods,
a speculative and an operative element were combined in
the institution, and that many distinguished princes,
noblemen, prelates, and scholars, who were not operative
Masons, held high rank and position in the Fraternity.
Most of the craftsmen were, however, undoubtedly, operative
or stone masons. The object of this regulation, perhaps,
really was, to give an entirely speculative character to the
institution, and completely to divest it of its operative
element. Although not precisely so worded, this seems
to have been the universal interpretation, and such has
actually been the result.

VII. THE REGULATION OF 1717.

Preston informs us that, on St John the Baptist’s Day,
1717, at the establishment of the Grand Lodge of England
by the four Lodges in London, the following Regulation
was adopted :—°

That the privilege of assembling as Masons, which had been
hitherto unlimited, should be vested in certain Lodges or assem-
blies of Masons, convened in certain places ; and that every Lodge
to be hereafter convened, except the four old Lodges at this time
existing, should be legally authorised to act by a warrant from the
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Grand Master for the time being, granted to certain individuals by
petition, with the consent and approbation of the Grand Lodge in
communication ; and that without such warrant, no Lodge should
be hereafter deemed regular or constitutional

Preston says that a sufficient number of Masons could,
up to thq time of the adoption of this Regulation, meet
together, open a Lodge, and make Masons, with the con-
sent of the sheriff or chief magistrate of the place. The
Regulation here quoted, which abolished this usage, is the
one under which the present system of permanent chartered
Lodges is maintained.

VIII. THE REGULATION OF 1720,

At a Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of
England, held on the 24th of June 1720, the following
new Regulation was adopted :—

In future, the new Grand Master shall be named and propozed to
the Grand Lodge some time before the feast ; and, if approved and
present, he shall be saluted as Grand -‘Master elect ; and every Grand
Master, when he is installed, shall have the sole power of appoint-
ing his Deputy and Wardens, according to ancient custom.

This regulation has been very generally repealed by the
Grand Lodges of the United States. In England, and in
North Carolina and a very few Grand Lodges in America,
it is still in force. Butin Scotland and generally through-
out the United States, the office of Deputy, like that of
Grand Master, is elective.

IX. THE CHARGES APPROVED IN 1722,

The Charges now to be inserted were presented to the
Grand Lodge by Dr Anderson and Dr Desaguliers in
1721, and being approved by the Grand Lodge on the 25th
of March 1722, were subsequently published in the first
edition of the Book of Constitutions, with the following
title :— :
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“The Charges of a Freemason, extracted from the Ancient
Records of Lodges beyond sea, and of those in England, Scotland,
and Ireland, for the use of the Lodges in London: to be read at
the making of new Brethren, or when the Master shall order jt.”

[Laurence Dermott, the Deputy Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Ancient Masons, or Athol Grand Lodge,
as it has been of late very usually called, published a very
distorted copy of these Charges in the Ahiman Rezon, or
Book of Constitutions, which he compiled for the use of the
illegal Grand Lodge with which he was connected. This
incorrect version of Dermott was subsequently copied by
Smith, in his Ahiman Rezon of Pennsylvania; by Dalcho,
in that of South Carolina; by Cole in his Freemason’s
Library, and by several other American writers ; and many
of the wordy, but unnecessary, controversies on subjects
of Masonic law, which a few years ago were becoming the
reproach of American Masonry (although by the investiga-
tions which they have promoted they have been of ultimate
benefit), arose from the fact that Dermott’s copy of the
Charges was repeatedly copied as good law, which, of course,
it was not; because the Grand Lodge to which he was
attached was irregular, and because his edition of the
Charges was altered from the original. It is a subject of
curious speculation, whether Dermott did not derive his
Charges from those published by Anderson in 1738. The
alterations made by Anderson in that year were never
repeated in subsequent editions. ]

These Charges have always been held in the highest
veneration by the Fraternity, as embodying the most
important points of the ancient Written as well as
Unwritten Law of Masonry.

(I.) CONCEENING GOD AND RELIGION.

A Mason is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral law; and
if he rightly understands the art, he will never be a stupid atheist,
nor an irreligious libertine. But though in ancient times Masons
were charged in every country to be of the religion of that country
or nation, whatever it was, yet it is now thought more expedient
only to oblige them to that religion in which all men agree, leaving
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their particular opinions to themselves ; that is, to be good men
and true, or men of honour and honesty, by whatever denominations
or persuasions they may be distinguished ; whereby Freemasonry
becomes the centre of union, and the means of conciliating true
friendship among persons that must have remained at a perpetual
distance,

[

(II.) OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE, SUPREME AND SUBORDINATE.

A Mason is a peaceable subject to the civil powers, wherever he
resides or works, and is never to be concerned in plots and conspir-
acies against the peace and welfare of the nation, nor to behave
himself undutifully to superior magistrates ; for as Masonry hath
been always injured by war, bloodshed, and confusion, so ancient
kings and princes have been much disposed to encourage the crafts-
men, because of their peaceableness and loyalty, whereby they
practically answered the cavils of their adversaries, and promoted
the honour of the Fraternity, who ever flourished in times of peace.
So that if a Brother should be a rebel against the state, he is not to
be countenanced in his rebellion. However, he may be pitied as an
unhappy man ; and, if convicted of no other crime, though the
loyal brotherhood must and ought to disown his rebellion, and give
no umbrage or ground of political jealousy to the Government for
the time being, they cannot expel him from the Lodge, and his
relation to it remains indefeasible.

(1) oF LoDGES.

A Lodge is a place where Freemasons assemble and work ; hence
that assembly, or duly organised society of Masons, is called a
Lodge, and every Brother ought to belong to one, and to be subject
to its bye-laws and the General Regulations. It is either particu-
lar or general, and will be best understood by attending it, and by
the Regulations of the General or Grand Lodge hereunto annexed.
In ancient times, no Master or Fellow could be absent from it,
especially when warned to appear at it, without incurring a severe
censure, until it appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure
necessity hindered him.

The persons admitted members of a Lodge must be good and
true men, not bastards, freeborn, and of mature and discreet age,—
not bondmen, not women, not immoral or scandalous men, but
men of good report.

That is to say, a bastard, a woman, a cripple, a blind
man, or a slave, or one born in slavery, is disqualified for
initiation into the rights of Freemasonry; nor can any
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such, although they have been initiated, continue to act
as Freemasons, or practise the rites or receive the benefits
of the Order.

(IV.) OF MASTERS, WARDENS, PELLOWS, AND APPRENTICES,

All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real worth and
personal merit only ; that so the lords may be well served, the
brethren not put to shame, nor the royal Craft despised ; therefore,
no Master or Warden is chosen by seniority, but for his merit. It
is impossible to describe these things in writing, and every Brother
must attend in his place, and learn them in a way peculiar to this
Fraternity ; only candidates may know that no Master should take
an Apprentice unless he has sufficient employment for him, and
unless he be a perfect youth, having no maim or defect in his body
that may render him incapable of learning the art, of serving his
Master’s lord, and of being made a Brother, and then a Fellow-
Craft in due time, even after he has served such a term of years as
the custom of the country directs; and that he should be descended
of honest parents, born in wedlock ; that so when otherwise qualified,
he may arrive to the honour of being the Warden, and then the
Master of the Lodge, the Grand Warden, and at length the Grand
Master of all the Lodges, according to his merit.

No Brother can be a Warden until he has passed the part of
a Fellow-Craft ; nor a Master, until he has acted as a Warden ;
nor Grand Warden, until he has been the Master of a Lodge ;
nor Grand Master, unless he has been a Fellow-Craft before his
election ; who is also to be nobly born, or a gentleman of the
best fashion, or some eminent scholar, or some curious architect, or
other artist, descended of honest parents, and who is of singular
great merit in the opinion of the Lodges. And for the better, and
easier, and more honourable discharge of his office, the Grand
Master has a power to choose his own Deputy Grand Master,
who must be then, or must have been formerly, the Master of a
particular Lodge, and has the privilege of acting whatever the
Grand Master, his principal, should act, unless the said principal
be present, or interpose his authority by a letter.

These rulers and governors, supreme and subordinate, of the
ancient Lodge, are to be obeyed in their respective stations by all
the brethren, according to the Old Charges and Regulations, with
all humility, reverence, love, and alacrity.

(V.) OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE CRAFT IN WORKING,]

All Masons shall work honestly on working days, that they may
live creditably on holy days ; and the time appointed by the law of
the land, or confirmed by custom, shall be observed.

The most expert of the Craft shall be chosen or appointed the

c
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Master or overseer of the lord’s work : who is to be called Master
by those that work under him. The Craftsmen are to avoid all ill
language, and to call each other by no disobliging name, but
Brother or Fellow ; and to behave themselves courteously within
and without the Lodge.

The Master, knowing himself to be able of cunning, shall under-
take the lord’s work as reasonably as possible, and truly dispend
his goods as if they were his own ; nor give more wages to any
Brother or Apprentice than he may reasonably deserve.

Both the Master and the Mason receiving their wages justly,
shall be faithful to the lord, and honestly finish their work,
whether task or journey; nor put the work to task that hath been
accustomed to journey.

None shall discover envy at the prosperity of a Brother, nor
supplant him, or put him out of his work, if he be capable to finish
the same ; for no man can finish another’s work so much to the
lord’s profit, unless he be thoroughly acquainted with the designs
and draughts of him that began it.

When a Fellow-Craftsman is chosen Warden of the work under
the Master, he shall be true both to Master and Fellows ; shall
carefully oversee the work in the Master’s absence to the lord’s
profit ; and his brethren shall obey him.

All Masons employed shall meekly receive their wages without
murmuring or mutiny, and not desert the Master till the work is
finished. ‘

A younger Brother shall be instructed in working, to prevent
spoiling the materials for want of judgment, and for increasing and
continuing of brotherly love.

All the tools used in working shall be approved by the Grand
Lodge.

No labourer shall be employed in the proper work of Masonry ;
nor shall Freemasons work with those that are not free, without an
urgent’ necessity ; nor shall they teach labourers and unaccepted
Masons, as they should teach a Brother or Fellow.

(V1) OF BEHAVIOUR.
1. In the Lodge while Constituted.

You are not to hold private committees, or separate conversation,
without leave from the Master, nor to talk of anything impertinent
or unseemly, nor interrupt the Master or Wardens, or any Brother
apeaking to the Master ; nor behave yourself ludicrously or jestingly
while the Lodge is engaged in what is serious and solemn ; nor use
any unbecoming language upon any pretence whatsoever; but to
pay due reverence to your Master, Wardens, and Fellows, and put
them to worship.

If any complaint be brought, the Brother found guilty shall stand
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to the award and determination of the Lodge, who are the proper
and competent judges of all such controversies (unless you carry it
by appeal to the Grand Lodge), and to whom they ought to be
referred, unless a lord’s work be hindered the meanwhile, in
which case a particular reference may be made; but you must
never go to law about what concerneth Masonry without an absolute
necessity apparent to the Lodge.

2. Behaviour after the Lodge is over and the Brethren not gone.

You may enjoy yourself with innocent mirth, treating one another
according to ability, but avoiding all excess, or forcing any
Brother to eat or drink beyond his inclination, or hindering him
from going when his occasions call him, or doing or saying anything
offensive, or that may forbid an easy and free conversation ; for that
would blast our harmony and defeat our laudable purposes. There-
fore no private piques or quarrels must be brought within the door
of the Lodge, far less any quarrels about religion, or nations, or state
policy, we being only, as Masons, of the Catholic religion above-
mentioned ; we are also of all nations, tongues, kindreds, and
languages, and are resolved- against all politics, as what never yet
conduced to the welfare of the Lodge, nor ever will. This Charge
has been always strictly enjoined and observed ; but especially ever
since the Reformation in Britain, or the dissent and secession of these
nations from the communion of Rome,

3. Behaviour when Brethren meet without Strangers, but not in a
Lodge formed.

You are to salute one another in a courteous manner, as you will
be instructed, calling each other Brother, freely giving mutual
instruction as shall be thought expedient, without being overseen or
overheard, and without encroaching upon each other, or derogating
from that respect which is due to any Brother, were he not a
Mason ; for though all Masons are as brethren upon the same level,
yet Masonry takes no honour from a man that he had before ; nay,
rather it adds to his honour, especially if he has deserved well of
the Brotherhood, who must give honour to whom it is due, and
avoid ill manners.

4. Behaviour in Presence of Strangers not Masons.

You shall be cautious in your words and carriage, that the most
penetrating stranger shall not be able to discover or find out what
is not proper to be intimated ; and sometimes you shall divert a
discourse, and manage it prudently, for the honour of the worshipful
Fraternity.

5. Behaviour at Home and in your Neighbourhood.
You are to act as becomes a moral and wise man ; particularly
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not to let your family, friends, and neighbours know the concerns of
the Lodge, &c., but wisely to consult your own honour and that of the
ancient Brotherhood, for reasons not to be mentioned here. You
must also consult your health, by not continuing together too late,
or too long from home, after Lodge hours are past; and by avoiding
of gluttony or drunkenness, that your families be not neglected or
injured, nor you disabled from working.

6. Behaviour towards a Strange Brother,

You are cautiously to examine him, in such a method as prudence
shall direct you, that you may not be imposed upon by an ignorant,
false pretender, whom you are to reject with contempt and derision ; -
and beware of giving him any hints of knowledge.

But if you discover him to be a true and genuine Brother, you
are to respect him accordingly; and if he is in want, you must
relieve him if you can, or else direct him how he may be relieved.
You must employ him some days, or else recommend him to be
employed. But you are not charged to do beyond your ability,
only to prefer a poor Brother that is a good man and true, before
any other poor people in the same circumstances.

Finally, all these Charges you are to observe, and also those that
shall be communicated to you in another way ; cultivating brotherly
love, the foundation and cope-stone, the cement and glory of this
ancient Fraternity; avoiding all wrangling and quarrelling, all
slander and backbiting, nor permitting others to slander any honest
Brother, but defending his character, and doing him all good offices,
as far as is consistent with your honour and safety, and no further.
And if any of them do you injury, you must apply to your own or
his Lodge, and from thence you may appeal to the Grand Lodge at
the Quarterly Communication, and from thence to the Annual Grand
Lodge, as has been the ancient laudable conduct of our forefathers
in every nation ; never taking a legal course but when the case can-
not be otherwise decided, and patiently listening to the honest and
friendly advice of Master and Fellows, when they would prevent
you going to law with strangers, or would excite you to put a speedy
period to all lawsuits, that so you may mind the affair of Masonry
with the more alacrity and success ; but with respect to Brothers or
Fellows at law, the Master and Brethren should kindly offer their
mediation, which ought to be thankfully submitted to by the
contending brethren ; and if that submission is impracticable,
they must, however, carry on their process or lawsuit without wrath
and rancour (not in the common way), saying or doing nothing
which may hinder brotherly love, and good offices to be renewed and
continued ; that all may see the benign influence of Masonry,
as all true Masons have done from the beginning of the world, and
will do to the end of time.
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X. THE GENERAL REGULATIONS OF 1721.

The most complete history that could be given of these
General Regulations is to be found in the title which pre-
cedes them in the first edition of Anderson’s Constitutions,
and which is contained in these words :—

GENERAL REGULATIONS, first compiled by Mr George Payne, anno
1720, when he was Grand Master, and approved by the Grand
Lodge on St John Baptist’s day, anno 1721, at Stationer’s Hall,
London, when the Most Noble Prince, John, Duke of Montagu,
was unanimously chosen our Grand Master for the year ensuing ;
who chose John Beal, M.D., his Deputy Grand Master; and Mr
Josiah Villeneau and Mr Thomas Morris, jun., were chosen by the
Lodge Grand Wardens. And now, by the command of our said
Right Worshipful Grand Master Montagu, the author of this book
has compared them with, and reduced them to, the ancient records
and immemorial usages of the Fraternity, and digested them into
this new method, with several proper explications, for the use of the
Lodges in and about London and Westminister.

In subsequent editions of the Book of Constitutions,
these Regulations were altered or amended in various
points ; but the original thirty-nine, as published in the
first edition, are all that are now considered as entitled to
any authority as part of the universal Written Law of
Masonry. Until lately, however, it was difficult to obtain
access to the first edition of the Book of Constitutiens, pre-
pared for and by order of the Grand Lodge, by the Rev.
James Anderson, which had been long out of print, and
therefore rare, and consequently many erroneous deductions
were made, and false principles laid down in Masonic law,
from the fact that the references were made to the new
Regulations contained in the subsequent editions. Another
fertile source of error was, as already mentioned, that
Laurence Dermott, in his ¢ Ahiman Rezon; or, Help to
a Brother,” published these ¢ Old Regulations” in a
mutilated form, with a corresponding column of the ¢ New
Regulations,” which are, of course, without authority, and
which, nevertheless, have been sometimes ignorantly quoted
as Masonic law. We shall, as in respect to the ¢ Charges,”
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occasionally call attention to these alterations of the Old
Regulations, as chart-makers lay down the position of the
rocks which the ship is to avoid. We shall also point out
what interpretations of certain somewhat ill-expressed and
ambiguous Regulations have, by common consent of Masons
throughout the world, been adopted. The Regulations of
1721 are as follows :—

1. The Grand Master, or his Deputy, hath authority and right,
not only to be present in any true Lodge, but also to preside
wherever he is, with the Master of the Lodge on his left hand,
and to order his Grand Wardens to attend him, who are not to act
in any particular Lodges as Wardens, but in his presence, and at
his command ; because there the Grand Master may command the
Wardens of that Lodge, or any other brethren he pleaseth, to attend
and act as his Wardens pro tempore.®

2. The Master of a particular Lodge has the right and authority
of congregating the members of his Lodge into a Chapter at plea-
sure, upon any emergency or occurrence, as well as to appoint the
time and place of their usual forming ; and in case of sickness, death,
or necessary absence of the Master, the Senior Warden shall act as
Master pro tempore, if no Brother is present who has been Master
of that Lodge before ; for in that case the absent Master’s authority
reverts to the last Master then present ; though he cannot act until
the said Senior Warden has once congregated the Lodge, or, in his
absence, the Junior Warden.+

3. The Master of each particular Lodge, or one of the Wardens,
or some other Brother by his order, shall keep a book containing
their bye-laws, the names of their members, with a list of all the
Lodges in town, and the usual times and places of their forming,
and all their transactions that are proper to be written.

4. No Lodge shall make more than five new brethren at one
time, nor any man under the age of twenty-five, who must be also
his own master, unless by a dispensation from the Grand Master or
his Deputy.

5. No man can be made or admitted a member of a particular
Lodge without previous notice one month before given to the said
Lodge, in order to make due inquiry into the reputation and capa-~
city of the candidate, unless by the dispensation aforesaid.

* That is, says the New Regulation, only when the Grand Wardens are
absent, for the Grand Master cannot deprive them of their office without
showing cause. Such, by universal consent, has been the subsequent inter-
pretation of this Regulation.

+ There is a palpable contradiction in the terms of this Regulation, which
caused a new Regulation to be adopted in 1723, which declares that the

authority of the Master shall, in such cases, devolve on the Senior Warden,
and such is now the general sense of the Fraternity,
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6. But no man can be entered a Brother in any particular
Lodge, or admitted to be a member thereof, without the unanimous
consent of all the members of that Lodge* then present when the
candidate is proposed, and their consent is formally asked by the
Master ; and they are to signify their consent or dissent in their
own prudent way, either virtually or in form, but with unanimity ;
nor is this inherent privilege subject to a dispensation ; because the
members of a particular Lodge are the best judges of it ; and if a
fractious member should be imposed on them, it might spoil their
harmony, or hinder their freedom ; or even break and disperse the
Lodge, which ought to be avoided by all good and true brethren.

7. Every new Brother at his making is decently to clothe the
Lodge, that is, all the brethren present, and to deposit something
for the relief of indigent and decayed brethren, as the candidate
shall think fit to bestow, over and above the small allowance stated
by the bye-laws of that particular Lodge ; which charity shall be
lodged with the Master or Wardens, or the cashier, if the members
think fit to choose one.

And the candidates shall also solemnly promise to submit to the
Constitutions, the Charges and Regulations, and to such other good
usages as shall be intimated to them in time and place convenient.

8. No set or number of brethren shall withdraw or separate
themselves from the Lodge in which they were made brethren, or
were afterwards admitted members, unless the Lodge becomes too
numerous ; nor even then, without a dispensation from the Grand
Master or his Deputy ; and when they are thus separated, they must
either immediately join themselves to such other Lodge as they shall
like best, with the unanimous consent of that other Lodge to which
they go (as above regulated), or else they must obtain the Grand
Master’s warrant to join in forming a new Lodge. If any set or
number of Masons shall take upon themselves to form a Lodge
without the Grand Master’s warrant, the regular Lodges are not to
countenance them, nor own them as fair brethren and duly formed,
nor approve of their acts and deeds ; but must treat them as rebels
until they humble themselves, as the Grand Master shall in his
prudence direct, and until he approve of them by his warrant,
which must be signified to the other Lodges, as the custom is when
a new Lodge is to be registered in the list of Lodges.

9. But if any Brother so far misbehave himself as to render his
Lodge uneasy, he shall be twice duly admonished by the Master
or Wardens in a formed Lodge; and if he will not refrain his
imprudence, and obediently submit to the advice of the brethren,
and reform what gives them offence, he shall be dealt with according
to the bye-laws of that particular Lodge, or else in such a manner

* A subsequent Regulation allowed the Lodges to admit a member, if not

above two votes were against him in the ballot. In Scotland three adverse
votes are required to exclude the candidate.
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as the Quarterly Communication shall in their great prudence think
fit ; for which a new Regulation may be afterwards made.

10, The majority of every particular Lodge, when congregated,
shall have the privilege of giving instructions to their Master and
Wardens, before the assembling of the Grand Chapter or Lodge,
at the Quarterly Communications hereafter mentioned, and of
the Annual Grand Lodge too ; because their Master and Wardens
are their representatives, and are supposed to speak their mind.

11. All particular Lodges are to observe the same usages as much
as possible ; in order to which, and for cultivating a good under-
standing among Freemasons, some members out of every Lodge
shall be deputed to visit the other Lodges as often as shall be
thought convenient.

12. The Grand Lodge consists of, and is formed by, the Masters
and Wardens of all the regular particular Lodges upon record, with
the Grand Master at their head, and his Deputy on his left hand,
and the Grand Wardens in their proper places; and must have a
Quarterly Communication about Michaelmas, Christmas, Candlemas,
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