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'INTRODUCTORY.

HE Centennial Committee of Harmony Chapter desired to depart

from the usual custom and launch this addition to Masonic
history upon the waves of criticism without any apology—commonly

"called preface—whatever ; but gratitude impels them, on behalf of

the Chapter, to record its appreciation of the historian, P. H. P. John
Curtis, for his gratuitous labor and this monument of love and affec-
tion for the body whose efficient secretary he has been for the past
twenty years.

We desire to thank Washington Lodge, No. 59, F. & A. M.,
for the use of the plates showing the various halls and temples in
which the Chapter has met since its institution, April 28, 1794.

We also desire to thank the Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of

- Pennsylvania for the use of its plate of Renaissance Hall.

An individual who passes the allotted ‘¢ three-score years and ten’’
is looked upon as an example of the goodness of his Creator ; but when
an institution reaches its century of life, it is unique as well as an
object of respect and veneration.

The principles, however, of Royal Arch Masonry are such that
a century or indeed several centuries of existence, while a proper
subject of gratulation, should occasion no surprise among those whose

(X3

privilege it is to have reached the ‘‘summit and perfection of Ancient
Masonry.”’

This Souvenir and History is offered, therefore, with a fervent
hope that it may prove an incentive to the acquirement of such a
degree of Masonic light and knowledge as will aid in the instruction
of all the uninformed in the true principles of religion and morality

taught by the Craft.
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** HOLINESS TO THE LORD.”

——————

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

RENAISSANCE HALL, MAsoNIC TEMPLE,
PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 2,
A. D. 1892, A. 1. 2422,
ANNO HARMONIZE 99.

A Stated Meeting of Harmony R. A. Chapter, No. 52, was held
this evening.

Comp. George A. Ochs, M. E. High Priest, in the E .-,

P. H. P. Comp. John Curtis offered the following, which was
seconded and unanimously adopted, viz. :

Resolved, That a Committee consisting of tﬁe elective officers of the
Chapter and ten Companions be appointed to consider upon the best
and most appropriate manner of properly celebrating the approaching
One-hundredth Anniversary of the institution of the Chapter and
report the result of their deliberations at as early a date as possible.

The M. E. High Priest appointed*

* Note from the minutes: It was understood that the M. E. High Priest would appoint the Com-
mittee some time during the week following, and in time for the insertion of their names on these
minutes, but his illness and subsequent death prevented, and the Committee was not appointed by his
successor until after the latter’s election and installation.
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STATED MEETING, JANUARY 6, 1893.
Comp. George B. Wells, M. E. High Priest, in the E ..
The M. E. High Priest announced the following Committee under

the resolution in reference to the ‘‘ Centennial Anniversary,’”’ adopted
at the Stated Meeting in September, 1892, viz. :

GEORGE B. WELLs, H. P. Wwu. J. KELLy, P. H. P.
CHARLES A. STINE, JRr., K. Jor~N KELLER, P. H. P.
DANIEL, W. HurcHIN, S. EriswortH H. Hurrs, P. H. P.
R. Liovp LEE, Treas. EpwArDp G. WEsT, P. H. P.
JouN CurrTis, Sec’y J. HENrRY WILLIAMS

DANIEL BRITTAIN, Trustee J. THOMAS MOORE

GEORGE KESSLER, Trustee FrANcIs Rrpka, Jr.

GEo. W. KENDRICK, Jr., Trustee WM. A. RHOADS
RIicHARD M. JoHNsON, M. E. G. S. CHARLES F. PEDDRICK.

STATED MEETING, FEBRUARY 3, 1893.

Comp. George B. Wells, M. E. High Priest, in the E ..

The Committee on Centennial reported having met and organized,
and asked the appointment of three additional members, -increasing the
Committee to twenty-one.

On motion, duly seconded, the request was complied with, and the
M. E. High Priest appointed Comps. Joseph Butler, P. H. P., Edmund
D. Scholey and Adolphus G. Buvinger the additional members.

STATED MEETING, NOVEMBER 3, 1893.

Comp. George B. Wells, M. E. High Priest, in the E.".

The Committee on Centennial reported that Comp. William J. Kelly
declined to serve on said Committee on account of a pressure of other
duties, and tendered his resignation therefrom, which was accepted, and
the M. E. High Priest appointed Comp. Andrew B. Detwiler in his
stead.
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STATED MEETING, DECEMBER 1, 1893.

Comp. George B. Wells, M, E. High Priest, in the E ..

The Committee on Centennial reported that they had decided that
the celebration should take place on Saturday, April 28, 1894, that
being the date of the one-hundredth Anniversary, and shall consist of
Addresses, Entertainment, Music and Banquet.

On motion, duly seconded, the report was accepted and the Com-
mittee continued with authority to make all arrangements necessary
for the celebration.

STATED MEETING, JANUARY 5, 1894.
Comp. Charles A. Stine, Jr., M. E. High Priest, in the E .*.
The M. E. High Priest announced that he had appointed the
Scribe, Comp. William C. Matchett, an additional member of the
Committee on Centennial Celebration.



CENTENNIAL MEETING.

RENAISSANCE HALL, MAsoNIc TEMPLE,
PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 28,
Anno Domini 1894,
Anno Inventionis 2424,
Anno Harmoniz 100.

A Special Meeting of Harmony Holy Royal Arch Chapter, No. 52,
was held this day.

Comp. Daniel W. Hutchin, King.
Comp. R. Lloyd Lee, Treasurer.

J. Henry Williams, C. of H.
Wm. S. Heaton, Chapl.
Frederic B. Vandegrift, M. 2 V.
Willard E. Barcus, S. M. C.

Charles Molitor, of No. 3, Asst. Organist.

Edward Strickland,
John Curtis,

Amos H. Hall,
Ellsworth H. Hults,
Edward G. West,.
John G. Vandegrift,
George B. Wells.

Theodore Abbott
Clifford P. Allen
Emil J. Bahls

Noah Barlow

R. Angelo Bell

Wm. S. Blight

Geo. Boswell

David Branson
John T. Brown
‘Wm. Brown

Daniel H. Buck
Adolphus G. Buvinger
Joseph Campbell
Harry B. Cassell
Edward T. Comby
Robert (‘ottingham
James Craig

J. Parker Crittenden
Rem. P. Davis

Present.
Comp. Charles A. Stine, Jr., M. E. High Priest.
Comp. William C. Matchett, Scribe.
Comp. John Curtis, Secretary.

Francis Ripka, Jr. R. A. C.
Wm. A. Rhoads, M. 3 V.

Howard March, P. S.
David H. Lovejoy, Chapl.
H. Ross Smith, acting M. 1 V. Edward T. Alburger, Purs.
George M. McCune, J. M. C. J. Thomas Moore, Guide.

Frank C. Brooker, of No. 3, Tyler.
Past High Priests.

R. Lloyd Lee,
John Keller,

George W. Kendrick, Jr., P. G. H. P,
Alexander McCune,

James H. Anderson, Henry S. Getz,

Marcus Weil, Joseph Butler,

Richard M. Johnson, M. E. G. S., Charles S. Vandegrift,

George C. Varwig, Wm. H. Appleton,

Members.

Amacey B. Abell
George B. Allen
Joseph F. Balles
Henry J. Bartle
Charles C. Beyer
David . Boorse
Wm. H. Bovard
James D. Brooks
Joseph R. Brown
Wm. A. Brown
Robert G. Buck
Augustus C. Buzby
Andrew Carson
Aaron B. Charlleen,
Samuel R. Conrey
Thos. P. Covington
Frank Craven
Wm. Culbertson
Robert Davis

Ernest Abhau

Wm. S. Allen

Peter Ballingall

M. M. Bayersdorfer
Howard M. Bitters
John M. Booth

Wm. H. Boyd
Jacob Brombach
Samuel W. Brown
Edward Bruder
Charles W. Buckley
John Byrd

Thomas Cartledge
Albion C. Chatman, Jr.
John H. Copes

David A. Craig

Jacob F. Creitz

Henry H. Cunningham
Charles Deal

Jacob W. Ahn’
Fred’k Aschenbach
James Barker

J. Howard Beck
Julius E. Blamberg
Wm. H. Borchert
John A, J. Boysen
Alfred L. Brown

T. Stewart Brown
Francis Buchanan
Edward Burke

David M. Campbell
James B. Cascaden
Edward Clegg

J. Ross Corbin
Robert Craig

Harry W. Creutzburg
Robert F. Cunningham
Peter DeCaux
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John P. Denney
John W. Dick
Henry Dolfinger
James L.. Ebert
J. Naylor Einwechter
Charles H. Evans
Lewis M. Filbert

- Edward Foster
James Gallagher
Charles F. Gassner
Harry W. Greiner
John C. Hagy
Jacob Herold
J. Howard Hill
John R. Horn
Edmund G. Jackson, Jr.
Samuel P. Johnson
John K. Keen
George Kessler
Solomon A. Kneedler
Philip Koons
Abraham L. Lacy
Frederick Wm. Leopold
‘Wm. H. List
Wm. H. Mariner
Conrad D. Maurer
Louis Meyerhoff
Wm. J. Milligan
Charles T. Moore
J. Myers Murray
Wm. McCoach
Wm. Mclintyre
Ferdinand Noska
Charles T. Packer
Charles F. Peddrick
Alexander Ralston
Wm. B. Reed
Henry G. Reineke, Jr
John H. Riley
George W. Rudolph
Julius F. Sachse
Edmund D. Scholey
Wm. M. Scott
Thomas Y. Severn
Charles M. Sheeler
Walter Sicher
Charles B. Souder
Albert A. G. Starck
William Tait
George F. Taylor
Lazelle Thornton
Charles Vanschiver
Louis Wacker
Edward F. Wall
Joseph A. Wenderoth
Thomas P. Wilkinson
Fred G. H. Warner
Edward S. Wyckoft

Andrew B. Detwiler
Martin S. Diller
John W. Doyle
Wm. Eckstein
Robert Erdman
Joseph H. Ewart
Louis E. Fischer
Wm. M. Franklin
Robert E. Gamble
Franklin S. Gibson
Robert B. Griffith
Frank Halpen
Franklin H. Herst
James H. Hilton
Chas C. Hunsberger
E. Newton Johnson
James Johnston
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J. Howard Detwiler
Archibald A. Dinsmore
Henry Dukes

Wm. H. Eddleman
Jacob Ermann
Andrew Ewbank
Christian X. Fisher
Wm. R. Freund
Wm. H. Gardner
John N. Gill

Henry S. Gross
Richard A. Hayhurst
John W. Hesser
Joseph W. Hilton
Alfred Insinger
Harmon Johnson
John R. Jones

George W. Kendrick, 3d S. Murdoch Kendrick

John Kilpatrick
John P. Knobeloch
Wm. Koons

Walter B. Lake
Howard M. Levering
H. Reeves Lukens
John Mars

Solomon J. May
Frank E. Miller
Edwin F. Mintzer
Samuel E. Moore
Charles E. Myers
Joseph G. McConnell
Cadw'r G. McMullin
Wm. W. Numbers
Atlee P. Parmer
Wm. H. Piper

Louis E. Rauch
Willes W. Reeder
John W. Richards
Edward T. Roberts
Wilmer J. Rudolph
Samuel Sailor®
Henry G. Schuehler
Jonathan See

David W. Shannon
Charles M. Sheldrake
Wn. J. Sloan

John C. Spangler
Fred'k H. Starling
Joseph G. Tallman
James C. Taylor
John A. Tietjen
Henry Varwig

Wm. Wade

Samuel B. U, Walters
Charles A. White

T. Newton Willard
Eugene Wolgamuth

Alexander Kirkpatrick
Isaac L. Kohlberg
Henry Kramar
Gideon Large
Lindley S. Levering
Joseph C. Lynch
Wm. Martin

Selmar Meyer

J. Clark Miller
George Mintzer
Henry F. Morris, Jr.
Alex’r G. MacCallum
‘Thomas McConnell
Seligman Netter
Robert Nuttall
Richard H. Patton
Frank C. Price
Wm. Pratt Read
Walter S. Reeve
Joseph Richardson
George S. Rominger
Fritz Russo

Wm. F. Scheuing
Louis C. Schuehler
George W. Seeler
Wm. Walter Shaw
Wm. H. Sholenberg
David S. Smith
Robert J. Spratt
Charles F. Stenger
Andrew Taylor
Wm. M. Taylor
Jeremiah Trexler
Nicholas Voss
Charles M. Wagner
Wm. M. Weber
Mark P. White
Edward Wilson
Charles S. Wood

Frank Devlin
Chas. F. Dittmar
Henry E. Dwight
Simon Eichengriin
Thomas W. Evans
Louis P. Feitig
Andrew Forbes
Wm. Fullerton
George P. Garver
Henry W. Graeve
Louis M. Gross
Robert L.. Henderson
Henry C. Hicks
John M. Hodson
Robert Innes
Percival B. Johnson
James Judge
Wm. R. Kern
Lorenz S. Kneedler
Fred’k W. Kohler
George Krikory
Emanuel Leopold
Monroe P. Lind
James Y. McDonnell
Wm. K. Mattern
Emanuel Meyerhoff
Wm. B. Milliac
Hugh I.. Montgomery
John G. Morris
Edward V. McCaulley
Thomas McConnell, Jr.
Joseph C. Noble
Francis J. O'Callahan
George F. Payne
Thomas Proctor
Milton Reed
Herman Rehborn
John J. Righter
Roswell A. Robinson
James B. Rutter
Charles Schmidt
Wm. J. Scott
Charles L. Seip
Noah S. Sheaff
John G. Sicber
Walter V. Smith
Thos. H. Stackhouse
Edward A. Swope
Frank W. Taylor
Wm. H. Thompson
Richard P. Vansant
Jacob F. Wacker, Jr.
George M. Wagner
Chas. A. Weidemann
Wm. Wildman
Charles Winkler
Gennaro Wunderlich
(341)
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Visitors.
Comp. Edgar A. Tennis, M. E. Grand High Priest.
Comp. Charles Cary, M. E. Grand Secretary.
Comp. Michael Nisbet, Past Grand High Priest.
Comp. George E. Wagmier, Past Grand High Priest.
Comp. Hibbert P. John, Past Grand High Priest.
Comp. James S. Barber, Past Grand High Priest.
Comp. Alexander H. Morgan, Past Grand High Pricst.
Comp. Conrad B. Day, P. H. P., Columbia Chapter, No. g1, P. ;. Master of Pa.
Comp. Michael Arnold, P. H. P., Oriental Chapter, No. 183, R. W. Grand Master.
Comp. Louis Wagner, P. I1. I, Germantown Chapter, No. 208.
Comp. Samuel W. Wray, P. H. P., Signet Chapter, No. 251.
Comp. Mark Harmer Brooks, Oriental Chapter, No. 183.
Comp. William R. Frazier, Oriental Chapter, No. 183.
Comp. Harry C. Wilt, Oriental Chapter, No. 183.
Comp. Alfred K. Gregory, Kensington Chapter, No. 233.
Comp. James N. Knipe, Kensington Chapter, No. 233.
Comp. George Ford, Corinthian Chapter, No. 250. (17)

A Chapter of Royal Arch Masons was opened in ancient and solemn
form at fifteen minutes past four o’clock, p. M.

Comp. the Rev. William S. Heaton, Chaplain, invoked the bless-
ing of Divine Providence, as follows :

‘“ Most Holy and glorious I,ord God, Maker and Ruler of all worlds,
‘ who art the giver of all good gifts and graces ;’ deign from Thy
celestial Temple, from realms of light and glory, to bless us in all the
purposes of our present assembly. We thank Thee, O God, that
through Thy good Providence and preserving care, we are permitted
to celebrate this, the one-hundredth anniversary of the institution of
this Chapter. Unto Thee, O God, do we give thanks. We humbly
invoke Thee to give us at this and at all times wisdom in all our doings,
strength of mind in all our difficulties, and the beauty of harmony in
all our communications. Grant, O Lord, that all those who are in-
vested with the government of this Chapter may be imbued with wis-
dom to instruct the Companions in all their duties. May Brotherly
Love, Charity and Truth always prevail amongst the members of this
Chapter ; and may those bonds of union continue to strengthen the
Chapters throughout the world. Bless all our Companions wherever
dispersed, and grant speedy relief to all who are oppressed or distressed.
We commend to Thee all the members of Thy whole family ; may they
increase in the knowledge of Thee, and in the love of each other.
Finally, may we finish all our work here below, with Thine approba-
tion and then have our transition from this earthly abode to Thy
Heavenly Temple above, there to enjoy light, glory and bliss ineffable
and eternal, and to Thy Name be the glory. Amen.”



9

The call for the meeting was read and approved, viz. :

PHILADELPHIA, APRIL I, 1804,
Comp, Joun Curris, Sceretary,

You will please call a Special Mceting of the Chapter to be held in
Renaissance Hall, Masonic Temple, on Saturday, April 28, 1894, at
4 o'clock, p. M., for the purpose of appropriately celebrating the One-
hundredth Anniversary of the institution of the Chapter.

Fraternally yours,
CuHARLES A. STINE, Jr., M. K, H. P.

The programme as prepared by the Committee was then proceeded
with, as follows :
Music.
* Al Hall the Mystic Art.’’ (Alt.)
Mozakt Quariet s, Comps, Gregory, Brooks, Knipe and Ford,

Accompanied by Comp, Harry C. Wilt, Organint,

All hail the Mystic Art, All hail the Mystic Art,

Uniting every heart, by hallowed bands,

Thy glorious name we own, ‘Thy truth in blessings shown
From God's Fternal ‘Throne, forever stands,

All bail mysterious light, All bail mysterious light,

Which glads the Mason's sight, from ages past,

Borne o'er the wrecks of time, while centuries pealed their chime
1t comes in loods sublime, on us is cast

God blens the mystic band, God bless the mystic band,

In every clime and land, God bless them all,

Gl bless our Union aweet, God bless the friends we meet
And round our altar greet, God bless them all,

T'he M. V. High Priest delivered an Address of Welcome, as fol-
lows, viz. :

ComMpANIONS It is my privilege and pleasure as High Priest of
our Chapter to welcome you and our distinguished guests to our Chap-
ter Hall this afternoon. '

We are assembled within these walls to celebrate one of the greatest
cvents in our history : the Centennial of our institution as a Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons,

The honor of presiding on this occasion, as your High Priest, I
fully appreciate ; let our hearts well up in thankfulness to the Great
Architect of the Universe for the manifold blessings of the past, and
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may the bonds of love that unite us become stronger ; let our interest
in the growth and welfare of the Chapter be quickened, and may the
glorious past be an incentive for still greater deeds in the future.

With the opening of a second century, let there be new aspirations,
renewed hopes, and a firmer determination to more diligently study .
and daily practice the sublime and lasting principles that govern our
ancient and honorable fraternity. Again do I welcome you, one and
all, to this Centennial Anniversary, and I sincerely hope that the
pleasures of the day may be forever remembered.

The quartette then sang

‘¢ dod is Love.’”’ (Fithian.)
God is love, his mercy brightens
All the paths in which we move;
Bliss he makes and woe he lightens—
God is Wisdom, God is Love.

Time and change are busy ever,
Man decays and ages move,
But his mercy waneth never—
God is Wisdom, God is Love.

The Secretary then presented and read ‘‘ A Century of Royal Arch
Mafonry, being a history of Harmony Royal Arch Chapter, No. 52 :

HISTORY OF THE CHAPTER.*

In taking a retrospective view of Royal Arch Masonry, we find
that its introduction upon this continent dates about the middle of the
last century, and that it was in Philadelphia that the degree was first
conferred.

In the year 1758, and for some time previously, a Chapter (or
Royal Arch Lodge,t as it was then called) was working in this City
under the warrant of Lodge No. 3. This was eleven years prior to the
institution of St. Andrew’s Chapter of Boston, by many claimed to be
the oldest Chapter in America. Asold No. 3 has had an uninterrupted
existence from that time to the present, and still lives and flourishes,
the claim of our Boston Companions is not well founded.

* This history, though prepared for the occasion, was not read owing to its extreme but necessary
length. A synopsis, or rather abridgment of it, was also prepared which was read at this meeting,
its delivery occupying exactly thirty minutes. The MSS. of the abridgment is filed in the archives of
the Chapter, after serving as ““ copy ’ for the printed account appearing in the ‘‘ Keystone of May
5, 1894, a copy of which is pasted on the inside front and back covers of the current minute book.

t The title “ Royal Arch Lodge ' was dropped and that of ‘ Chapter” substituted in 1789. The
same year No. 3 adopted the name * Jerusalem,” by whichit is still known.
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We have heard it asserted that, during or immediately after the
War of the Revolution, the degree was conferred in other portions of
the State ; but have never been able to learn of any evidence to authenti-
cate it. But we do know by ample testimony, that old Jerusalem, No.
3, was the only regular Chapter in this jurisdiction, until the organiza-
tion of Harmony Chapter, No. 52, and we were therefore the second
Chapter organized in Pennsylvania.

In the earlier days of Royal Arch Masonry in Pennsylvania, and
until 1824, Chapters were organized and existed under Blue Lodge
Warrants, assuming the same name and number as the warrants under
which they acted and from which they derived their powers. It is not
to be inferred, however, that the Chapter was in any way a mere
appendage of such Lodge, except that the Lodge was held responsible
for any unlawful acts done under its warrant ; but in all other respects.
they were separate and distinct bodies, holding separate meetings and
composed of different constituencies ; for while all the members of the
Lodge were by no means members of the Chapter, neither were all the
members of the Chapter members of that particular Lodge.

On Monday, the 28th day of April, 1794, just one hundred years
ago to-day, Companions Samuel Brooks, William Williams, John Brad-
ford, Frederick Miller and Isaac Price, having secured for the purpose
the use of the warrant of Harmony Lodge, No. 52, met and organized
a Royal Arch Chapter under the same name and number as the war-
rant under which it sprung into being, and under which it existed for
thirty years, receiving its present warrant from the Grand Chapter in
1824.

On the same day they exalted Companions George Goddard,
Ebenezer Hickling (or Huckling), Cadwallader Griffiths and William
Leo, and with these nine members started upon a career, the completion
of the first century of which we are now celebrating.

Six Companions were exalted during the remainder of the year
1794 and eleven in 1795, holding three meetings in May of the latter
year, at all of which there were exaltations.

In the year 1795, one James Molan, surreptitiously obtained the
warrants of Lodges No. 19 and 67 and organized Chapters under them :
and these two in conjunction with Harmony Chapter, No. 52, and two
individual brethren from Maryland and Georgia, respectively, organized
a Grand Chapter. This act, being irregular and a usurpation of powers
not authorized in the warrants, was reported to the Grand Lodge by
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some of the members of Lodge No. 52 ; which body at once suspended
the warrants of the three Lodges and appointed a Committee ‘‘ to
inquire into the facts of the ‘schism’and propose such measures as
may have a tendency to prevent any schism in the future.’” This
Committee, at a meeting of the Grand Lodge, held November 23, 1795,
made a lengthy and exhaustive report,* declaring ‘‘ that the innova-
tions were introduced by an individual by the name of James Molan,
who has not been able to furnish credentials of his ever having been
regularly made a Mason iz any degree, and on different occasions has
given contradictory accounts,

‘‘ That the Chapter held under the authority of No. 52 wasimprop-
erly and arbitrarily declared to be dissolved, as well by the presiding
officer thereof as by the Worshipful Master of No. 52, the new scheme
introduced in lieu thereof, without authority of that Lodge, and the
written protestations of the members thereof, notwithstanding.

‘“’That the said James Molan, not a member of any Lodge in this
jurisdiction, had himself, without assistance, made two persons, and
these three opened what they called a Chapter under the pretended
sanction of the warrant of No. 19, without the authority of that Lodge
being first obtained.

‘“’That the said Molan and his associates in the absence of the Wor-
shipful Master of No. 67, and without the consent and knowledge of
the officers and members, availed themselves of the sanction of the
warrant of his Lodge to organize a Chapter.

‘‘'That Molan and his associates having pretendedly arched several
brethren and getting these three warrants in their possession, and
having arched two brethren, one from Maryland and one from Georgia,
and considering these as having the force of three Lodges of Pennsyl-
vania, one of Georgia and one of Maryland, resolved themselves into a
pretended Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania.”

The Committee offered a series of resolutions discountenancing
Molan and his acts, directing the brethren to withdraw from and dis-
countenance the illegal Grand Chapter, and restoring the warrants of
the three Lodges, the brethren thereof having made the ‘‘amende
honorable.”’

The Committee also offered a Preamble and Resolutions from which
we extract the following :

‘“ WHEREAS, It is the prevallmg wish of the Royal Arch Masons

* See reprint of Proceedings of Grand ¢ lnplgr ete., frum 1767 L0 1864 inclusive.
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within this jurisdiction that a Royal Arch Grand Chapter shall be
opened under the authority of this Grand Lodge.

“‘Be it therefore, and it is hereby resolved, That a Grand Royal Arch
Chapter be opened, under the immediate sanction of the Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania. ’

““Be it further resolved, That all past and existing officers of the
Grand Lodge having duly obtained the degree of Royal Arch, and all
past and existing officers of Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, duly and
regularly convened under the sanction of a warrant from the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, be considered as members of the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter. . . . . 7%

The report of the Committee and both series of resolutions sub-
mitted by it were unanimously adopted by the Grand Lodge, and on
November 30, 1795 (the spurious Grand Chapter being dissolved, and
its constituent Chapters having returned to their allegiance), the Grand
Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania and Masonic jurisdiction
thereunto belonging (the first Grand Chapter on this Continent) began
its career with four constituents ; old No. 3, which had remained loyal
to the Grand Lodge, being the additional one. Harmony Chapter may
therefore (we think, justly) claim to be the mother of our Grand Chap-
ter ; it being the only regular Chapter concerned in the events (unlaw-
ful though they may have been) which culminated in the organization
of the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania.

At the time of the organization of the Grand Chapter. this Chap-
ter had exalted twenty-one brethren. The twenty-second exalta-
tion was that of Bro. Thomas S. Webb, who received the degree
as a Sojourner, May 18, 1796. We next hear of him as being a mem-
ber of a convention of Royal Arch Masons, held in Boston, October
24, 1797, for the purpose of forming a General Grand Chapter, of which
he was made General Grand King. He published a monitor for the
Craft, which passed through many editions and is still regarded as
authority by Masons of other jurisdictions.

He was a prominent factor in the dramatization, or, rather we may
say, modernization, of the work of tne Lodge and Chapter, which,
being adopted in the other jurisdictions, has made the differences

* The report of this Committee 7z fu//, and many other matters of interest, not only to the mem-
bers of this Chapter, but to the Royal Craft at large, may be found in the reprint of the proceedings ot
the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania from 1767 to 1864, published by the Grand
‘Chapter in 1870, and obtainable from the Grand S&relnry.
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between their work and that of Penusylvania, which still adheres to
the old forms and still practices Ancient Freemasonry. He has been
styled and honored as the great Apostle of American Freemasonry,
but here in Pennsylvania he is regarded more in the light of a
charlatan.

There were no further exaltations until the year 1799 ; in which
year three brethren, one of Lodge No. 52 and two of Lodge No. 67,
were exalted.

On March 35, 1801, a special convocation of the Grand Chapter was
called for the purpose of receiving a report from a Committee appointed
December 18, 1800, to investigate certain proceedings in the Holy
Royal Arch Chapter, No. 52, wherein a brother had been exalted
though he was not a regular Past Master. In their report the Com-
mittee state, ‘‘ They examined the minutes-book and reported the fol-
lowing extracts :

‘“ April 5, 5799. Brother Passey, Past Master of Lodge No. 67,
was exalted.

‘“June 15, 5799. The By-Laws of the Chapter were adopted.
The seventh Article is: ‘ Every Brother who hasnot passed the Chair
shall pay fourteen dollars, out of which the dispensation shall be paid
for, if past the Chair, for being exalted eight dollars.’

¢‘ January 27, 5800. The seventh Article of the By-Laws was con-
firmed.

‘‘ February 19, 5800. Brothers Neal, Shee and Beal, Past Masters
of Lodge No. 2, were exalted.*

‘“ March 19, 5800. Brother Savage and Stillwell + Past Masters of
Lodge No. 52 ; also Brothers Coyle,{ Ferguson, Jewell and Boucher
of No. 19, Brother Rolph§ of No. 51, and Parris of No. 67, were
exalted.

*“ April 16, 5800. Brother Collins of No. 52, Arnold of No. 67.

** August 20, 5800. William Anderson, of the Borough of Ches-
ter, was exalted.

* The first full trio since 1795.  What will our Companions in jurisdictions where the use of sub-
stitutes is prohibited say to this? Their great apostle (Webb) himself was exalted with two.

+ This must be a misprint in the Grand Chapter proceedings, or a mistake in recording them.
There is no Brother Savage in the registry of the Chapter at that time, but the name of Savage Still-
wellis found there.  The Grand Chapter Committee or its printer has divided Bro. Stillwell's name
and made two men out of him.  He was a member of Harmony Lodge, and their record agrees with
that of the Chapter.

1 Coye on Chapter registry.

# Realf on Chapter registry.
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‘“ December 17, 5800. Brothers William A. Foster, Past Master
of No. 51, Jokn Vannest of No. 52 and Abraham Cohen of No. 67, were
exalted.”’

The Committee further reported that Brothers Collinsand Vannest
were passed to the Chair in Lodge No. 52, without either an election
or a dispensation from the Grand Master, through a misunderstanding
on the part of the Worshipful Master and Officers of the Lodge as to
the law in the case, but, convinced of their mistake, had applied to the
R. W. Grand Master for dispensations to pass the aforesaid Brothers,
‘‘ whereby the mistake acknowledged was rectified as far as circum-
stances would allow.’’ 'The dispensations were granted and the Grand
Lodge healed the irregularities.

Brother Joseph McMullin was approved April 16, 1806 ; his peti-
tion was recommended by Companions John Hoover and Thomas
Amies, and referred to Companions Charles Cummens, Thomas Hen-
nessey and William Allen.

The reference to this petition is worthy of note from the fact that
it is the first of which there is any record in our possession in which
recommenders and committee are noted. Companion McMullin,
though exalted on the above date, did not receive the Most Excellent
Master’s Degree until June 6, 1851. He was King in 1852, High
Priest in 1853, and died November, 1864. He was the father of our
late Companion Robert McMullin, recently deceased.

Companion John O’Brien was exalted December 17, 1806. He
was elected Recorder (7. e. Secretary) the following year and served
until his decease in October, 1821. He compiled the first Register of
Members, etc., of the Chapter, which was continued during his lifetime
and by his successors until 1825. From this Register a large portion
of this history prior to 1814 has been gleaned, and it also served asthe
basis of the earlier portion of the one compiled by your Secretary in
1877, which is still current.

It was from Companion O’Brien’s Minute-Book that your present
Secretary derived the idea of inserting therein annually a resumé of the
work of the year, and list of members on the roll of the Chapter.

It seems that prior to Companion O’Brien’s accession to the Secre-
taryship but little, if any, note was taken of the membership other than
the entering of their exaltation or admission upon the minutes, and no
distinction was made between members and sojourners (a number hav-
ing received the degree as sojourners without becoming members), and
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on February 17, 1808, a Committee was appointed to ascertain and
report who were members and who were not. This report in Com-
panion O’Brien’s handwriting and signed by him and Companion
Amies (the Treasurer) is still in the archives of the Chapter. It was
presented and adopted April 20, 1808, and is deemed of sufficient im-
portance to warrant insertion in full in this history, viz. :

‘“The Committee appointed by the Holy Royal Arch Chapter, No.
52, on the 17. Feb., 5808, to examine the minutes of this Chapter and
report at the next stated meeting the names of the present members beg
leave to report

‘‘ That they have attended to their duty and carefully examined the
Minute Book of this Chapter from 28. April, 5794 (being the time it
commences) to the present time, and find that on the 15. Dec., 5802,
there is a list of the members as returned the Grand Royal Arch Chapter
in which the following names don’t appear although there is no account
in the minutes of their having withdrawn, died or expelled, as they
were not considered members at that time—of course they cannot
now—

Names. Time of Lxaltation or Admission. Dateof Last Visit

3 May, 5794.
.16 Nov., 5795.
2 April, 5799.
....30 Sept., 5794.
16 Oct., 5795.
20 May, 5795.
18 May, 5796.
....18 Sept., 5795.
...13 May, 5795.
30 Sept., 5794.

Appears as a member 1st meeting, 25 April, 5794*
..Appears as a member 15t meeting, 25 April, 5794*.

. Samuel Brooks.......
. William Williams
. Frederick Miller.
. John Bradford...
Geo. Goddard...
. Ebenezer Huckling.
William Leo.....
. Isaac Price.
. Elisha Fisher.

..Appears as a member 1st meeting, 25 April, 5794*.....
.Exalted 28 April, 5794
ixalted 28 April, 5794
.Exalted 28 April, 5794
.Appears as a member 3 May, 5794 ...
.Exalted 26 June, 5794....
ixalted 26 June, 5794.

J:\IO\(!!&QN—t
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‘10. Reuben Coxe.

11 Mushart. ixalted 30 Sept., 5794 16 Nov., 5795.
12, Daniel Gestord. xalted 30 Sept., 5794... 16 Nov., 5795.
13. Wm. Faulkner.. xalted 23 Oct., 5794 Never appeared after.
14. Franks ....Exalted 13 May, 5795...coceernneen .

15. Marley.... .Exalted 13 May, 5795....ccccevueeunnn.

16. Thomas Armstrong. Exalted 20 May, §795.cccceniurerirenrerinsrnneans

17. Davis. <xalted 27 May, 5795 rernrieenes sneses 18 Sept., 5795.
18. Pepit.. xalted 20 June, 5795. 14 Oct., 5795.

xalted 18 May, 5796......... 18 May, 5796.
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20. Gould...... ntered as a member 20 May, 5801 17 June, s8or.
21 Duperron Exalted 2 April, 5799 18 March, 5802.
22, Beale.... .. .Exalted 19 Feb., 5800...... 20 Jan., 5802.
23. Parris.. .Exalted 19 March, 5800 20 Jan., 5802.
24. Shea.... xalted 19 Feb., 5800, 20 Aug., 5800.
25. Christian Anderson........... xalted 19 NOV., 5800 ciiiriiiiiinncieeiccineeiieessenessrenesnnnn 18 March, 5802.

* A slip of Comp, O’Brien’s pen; the date should have been 28 April, not 2s.
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‘‘ Your Committee are of opinion the following ought no longer to
be considered as members of this Chapter for the reasons annexed to
their respective names :

. Andrew Neilson, suspended for non-payment of dues 20 Nov., 5805, and not since reinstated.
Vannest, exalted 19 June, 5799, said to be dead.

Bussier, never came forward.

Springer, withdrew from the Blue Lodge, of which he was a member.

Boucher, left the city ; last visit 21 May, s800.

Anson, left the city ; last visit 25 April, s8o1.

——— Arnold, exalted 16 April, 5800 ; left town—last visit.

Read, exalted 16 April, 5800; left town—Ilast visit.

. Andrew Hadfeg, exalted March, 5801 ; non-payment of dues, having left the Blue Lodge.
. Calvin Gould, exalted 15 April, 5801 ; non-payment of dues.

11. James Gillen, suspended for non-payment of dues 21 Aug., 5805, and not since reinstated.
12. Henry Switzer, dead.

13. John Sellers, exalted 19 Aug., 5801 ; never intended to be a member.

14. E. Hillyard, exalted 17 Feb., 5802; withdrew from his Blue Lodge.

15. Anthony Chardon, withdrew from Private Lodge, of which he was a member.

Echfield, withdrew from Private Lodge, of which he was a member.

17. Daniel Dutcher, left the city and don’t intend to return.

18. Chs. Neild, withdrew from his Blue Lodge.

19. Wm. S. Shirly, a sojourner; never intended to be a member.

20. Samuel Passey, suspended for non-payment of dues.

21. Wm. A. Foster, left the city and not considered a member.

R R s

‘“ The following your Committee consider a correct list of the pres-
ent members of the Chapter :

. Cadwallader Griffiths......c.ccoumvniiniennenn,
. Thomas Amies..... ..Exalted 23 April, 5795.
. William Franklin. ..Exalted 13 May, 5795.

1. Cadwallader Griffiths......cccccvvuvveerivneercccssssssennnenn Exalted 28 April, 5794.
2
3
6. Savage Stillwell. ..Exalted 19 March, 5800.
7
0.

. William Anderson ....oieeeennvsessssnennnniennnns ..Exalted 20 Aug., 5800.
. Abraham Cohel....unneiiienscrnriniinenieniinsiiienenennns Exalted 17 Dec., 5800.
8. Charles Cummins... Exalted 19 Nov., 5800.
11, John Conrad, .ccuverr veenviereeneense veierevnnnennns ..Exalted 21 Jan., s801.

1

12. Thomas Tarrant....ceeeeinniniennaes ..Exalted 21 Jan., s8o1.
13. William Allen...... eerreesnironenisssessesansiaainnnes Admitted 18 Feb., s801.
14. Jacob Eglee ...Exalted 18 March, s8o1.

15. Vincent Ducomb
16. Samuel Wallacc
17. John P. Flood.........cccuuueeee verererne
18. John Kennan
19. Joseph Clay....
Chalkley Collins
20. Joseph Burden.... .
21, Michael Wigtenburg
22. Peter Bonpeuil.........
23. Rudeman Robeson..
24. Thomas Rayner.......ccceeeeeeennn

.. Exalted 16 Sept., 5801.
..Exalted 21 Oct., 5801.
..Exalted 17 Feb., 5802.
..Exalted 19 Jan., 5803.
..... Exalted 19 Jan., 5803.
Exalted 16 April, s5800.
..Exalted 16 March, 5803.
..Exalted 16 March, 5803.

Exalted 17 Aug., 5805.
cesvereenenn. Admitted 21 Dec., s803.
. Exalted 21 Dec., 5803.

25. S. L. JONESuuieruiiivurraiisinsiesnnmmsesscsssensensassossassassenens Exalted 18 Jan., 5804.

26, JOhN HOOVETuutreerirerrinsrecisnnes orssesnseracsnessseseonns Exalted 18 Jan., 5804.
G. L. Charpy Exalted 21 Feb., 5804.
William Rovoudt Exalted 21 March, 5804.

Frederick Erringer cu...uiinssssnesnriecsresnneenne Exalted 21 March, s804.
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William Warren....cceieeeieennieis ienneeiennnnensnennens Exalted 30 March, 5804.
William Francis Exalted 30 March, s804.
Robert PoalK.....ccoeveemvennecrnneinee terereieannenes seeeenne Exalted 30 March, 5804.
Thomas H y . Admitted 15 Aug., 5804.
William Smith..cvieereiiicns vvvenniecsniceirnneneenne. Exalted 19 Sept., 5804.
Edw’d Wallington Admitted 20 Nov., 5805.
John Sailof....cccvveeiiiviiiiieiiieeiiiennns Exalted 18 Dec., 5805.
Th P: re ...Exalted 20 Aug., 5806.
John O’Brien Exalted 17 Dec., 5806.

Jasper Carter. Exalted 17 Dec., 5806.
Samuel Lippincott.. veeereenn. Exalted 17 Dec., 5806.
Robert Desilver Exalted 17 Dec., 5806.
AtKinSon ROSE ueieeeiiiiiiiisieecrineinisiensseecssnnsnnn snn Exalted 18 Feb., 5807.
Ezekiel Taylor. e eennn Exalted 18 Feb., 5807.
J. D. Armstrong . ...Admitted April, 5807.
Lambert Smith. Exalted April, 5807.

Samuel F. Bradford................... Exalted 20 May, 5807.
Wm. J. Legrand..... connnen «eeeeene. Exalted 20 May, 5807.

John Lancaster Exalted 19 Aug., 5807.

Peter Grant.. Exalted 1 Aug., 5807.
Jacob Peterman Exalted 16 Sept., 5807.
Robert Grant Exalted 16 Sept., 5807.

Wm. L. Sontag..
Thomas Arrowsmith..
Richard Tybout...
Wm. J. Spence....

Philada., 20 April, 5808. JoHN O'BRIEN,
THOMAS AMIES.”

Exalted 16 Sept., 5807.
...Exalted 21 Oct., 5807.
...Exalted 16 Dec., 5807.

By this report it appears that on that date the Chapter had 53
members. A notable feature is the use of the Masonic era (Anno
Lucis) in recording the years, and also the number of the day preced-
ing the name of the month, which we presume was a common custom
in those days.

Comps. Samuel F. Bradford and Richard Tybout became M. E.
Grand High Priests of the Grand Chapter ex-officio, being Grand Mas-
ters of the Grand Lodge—though the last named never was a Past
High Priest.

Comp. Walter Kerr, exalted April 19, 1809, and dimitted in 1811
to form Chapter No. 51, was also Grand High Priest by virtue of
being Grand Master. Whether he was ever a Past High Priest in No,
51, or not, cannot now be learned.

In 1810, the Chapter adopted a new code of By-Laws, a copy
of which was recently presented to the Chapter and will be hereinafter
referred to in its appropriate place.

May 15, 1811, Comps. Joseph Clay, Richard Peters, Jr., William
Bethell, Walter Kerr, James Tatem, Andrew M. Prevost, George
Morrison and James Harper, Jr., (8) resigned to form Chapter, No. 51,
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This sounds strange to our ears, being accustomed to the numeration
of Chapters according to the dates of their warrants.

(For the information hereinbefore given your historian acknow-
ledges his indebtedness partly to the old register of Companion O’Brien
and partly to the proceedings ofthe Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter as
they appear in the reprint of the latter body, from 1767 to 1864, published
in 1870, ‘The Minute-Book for the first twenty years of the Chapter’s
existence is lost or destroyed. It was never in the possession of your
present Secretary, or his immediate predecessor, and even Companion
Riley, who became Secretary in December, 1823, in his later days
could give no information of it. It may have been destroyed at the
burning of the Masonic Hall in 1819 ; but no mention was made of it
at that time. If still in existence, it may be in the possession of some
of the descendants of Companion O’Brien, none of whom, however,
are known to the present membership of the Chapter.)

We now turn to the first Minute-Book in our possession, and, open-
ing it at page 1, we find on that and the three succeeding pages a list
of the members as returned to the Grand Chapter, January 1, 1814,
with the dates of their exaltation or admission. The list contains the
names of ninety-one members, but four of whom are from Lodge No.
52. Thethree Lodges having the largest representation in our mem-
bership were: No. 67 with twenty, No. 51 with fourteen and No. 3
with thirteen ; Lodge No. 59, now and for many years past having by
long odds the largest representation, was on that date credited with
only one member (Comp. Thomas Knapp.) The time of meeting
was the first Wednesday in the month, and the officers elected
Wednesday, December 1, 1813, were Comp. George E. Blake, 1st
Chief ; Comp. Thomas Elliott, 2d Chief ; Comp. Lambert Keating, 3d
Chief ; Comp. Thomas Amies, Treasurer and Comp. John O’Brien,
Recorder.

The Principal Officers of the Chapter were then known as 1st, 2d
and 3d Chiefs, respectively, but the present titles must also have been
used to some extent, as we find in the first minutes in this book, Janu-
ary 5, 1814, that ‘‘ The Most Excellent High Priest made the following
appointments for this year.”

In the Minutes for the Stated Meeting March 2, 1814, we find the

following :
‘“The Most E. stated that he had convened a Special Meeting of
the Chapter the 19 February, 1814, for the purpose of exalting ,

2
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etc. 'The regular Minutes of which were not produced at this meeting,
the Recorder, pro fem., having forgot them.”’

How would such a case of dereliction be received now ?

May 4, 1814, a Committee was appointed to procure three dozen
crowns for the use of the members of this Chapter.

From the report of the Committee to examine the books and
accounts of the Treasurer, December 7, 1814, we find the dues to the
Grand Chapter for 1813 to be $20.00. In 1893 they were $363.67.

At the same meeting ‘* Companion Whitaker, of Rhode Island, a
visitor, begged the Chapter would favor him with one of our blank
certificates that he might get a plate engraved somewhat similar for the
Chapter of which he was a member, which on motion made and seconded,
the Recorder was ordered to give him.”’

The copper-plate from which these certificates were printed is still
in the archives of the Chapter.

The Chapter ¢ adjourned ’’ over from May to September, but held
three special meetings for work during the recess.

During 1814 the Chapter donated one hundred and fifteen dollars
in charity to needy Companions, widows and orphans. Exaltations,
twenty ; seventeen as Sojourners, three of whom were afterwards
admitted to membership ; losing eight by resignation, death and sus-
pension and one expulsion by Grand Lodge. Membership, December,
1814, eighty-six.

On March 1, 1815, a Committee was appointed ‘‘to procure a
suitable dress for Companion Sojourner, and that they be authorized to
get any additional dresses that they may find necessary for the Grand
Masters and Zerubbabel and to get the dresses of the Chiefs cleaned.’’

We infer from this, that in those days the floor officers were robed.

May 3, 1815, the widow of a Companion of this Chapter, in an
application for relief, stated ‘ that her husband was captured at sea by
the British during the late war and carried to Halifax, where he died
in prison in consequence of the cruel and oppressive treatment he
received from the enemy, etc. etc.”” It is needless for us to say the
Chapter contributed liberally to her relief.

At the meeting in June, 1815, the Chapter ‘‘adjourned’’ to the
first Wednesday in October, and by resolution, no dues were charged
for the months of July, August and September.

It seemed to be the rule to receive petitions, appoint Committees,
who reported, spreading the ballot and exalting the applicant all on
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the same evening, and only in exceptional cases were the petitions laid
over one month, as is the case now, and occasionally all this was done
at a Special Meeting called for the purpose. Five such Special Meet-
ings were held during this recess, viz. : June 13 and 15, July 26,
August 12 (Saturday, 9 A. ».) and September 18, at which meetings
the petitions of five brethren were received, acted upon and they with
one brother approved May 13, exalted. After this year the custom
changed in so far that it became the rule to lay petitions over one
month, and the exception to receive and act upon them ‘* forthwith."’

The first Grand Visitation of which we have any record occurs at
the meeting, Oct. 4, 1815, and appears on the minutes as follows :

““‘The Most Excellent High Priest as Grand Master-of Masons for
the State of Pennsylvania and the Grand and other officers of the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, being Royal Arch Masons, were admitted
as Visitors with the usual ancient formalities, and the Most Excellent
High Priest, being in his appropriate situation, delivered a suitable
address to the Chapter, more particularly addressed to the Companions
exalted this meeting.”’

We think the Recorder should have written ‘‘ Most Excellent
Grand High Priest,’”’ more especially as the High Priest of the Chapter
was no! the then Grand Master of Masons. '

The year closed with eighty-six members.

February 7, 1816, a Committee was appointed to get a new edition
of the By-Laws, who reported, March 6, having procured 250 copies at
a cost of §10.50. As there is no record of any changes or amendments,
it is presumed they were simply a reprint of the By-Laws of 1810.

March 6, 1816, by unanimous vote the elective officers were
appointed a Committee ‘‘ to procure an appropriate medal and present
it to our former M. E. First Chief George E. Blake (M. E. H. P. in
1814, and acting pro fem. during the greater part of 1815) as a compli-
ment to him for his eminent services in this Chapter.”” This was
presented at the next Stated Meeting with the usual speeches, etc.*

A letter was received from a Brother ‘‘ requesting the Chapter to
return his petition to this Chapter for exaltation and membership,
presented February 21, 1810, on which the Committee then reported

* Comp. Blake was onc of the most active and efficient of the carlier members of the Chapter., He
was a well-known music publisher, and many of us now living can remember his quaint, old-fashioned
store on the cast side of Fifth street above Chestnut, adjoining the residence of Thomas Sully, the
famous artist,
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unfavorably, March 21, 1810. It appearing to the satisfaction of the
meéembers of this Chapter that his subsequent conduct as a Mason was
unexceptionable, his request was granted : one member of the Com-
mittee being present and concurring therein, one of the Committee
was dead and the other abroad.”’

An amendment to Article XII of the By-laws, offered April 3,
1816, was adopted July 3, following. It struck out certain words but
- did not change its meaning or force.

May 1, 1816, Brother Thomas S. Manning was exalted. He
was the originator, and during his lifetime the publisher of Manning’s
Masonic Register, a little hand-book (or Directory)which the Masonse
of Pennsylvania found not only useful but almost indispensable.
Companion Manning resigned the following year to assist in forming
Chapter No. 67 (the second Chapter under that warrant, the first hav-
ing been defunct many years).

A Committee appointed to inquire into the circumstances of a
Companion (not a member of No. 52) applying for relief, reported July
3, 1816, ‘‘ that they did not feel themselves authorized to grant him
the charity of this Chapter, believing his industry, if well applied, to be
adequate to his necessities and therefore not entitled to Masonic relief.”’

That Committee had the courage of their convictions. The Chap-
ter dispensed its charities judiciously as well as liberally.

The year 1816 closed with one hundred and nine members. All
the officers were re-elected. '

January 1, 1817, a committee was appointed to procure a new
Arch and other articles that may be necessary for the use of this Chap-
ter. At this meeting Bros. John Thomas and Joseph S. Riley were
exalted. Both these Companions became prominent in the Chapter,
one of them eminently so.

February 5, 1817, a communication signed by twenty two Com-
panions* (members of the Chapter) announcing their intention of

* The following is a list of the members withdrawing to form No. 67:

Josiah S. Kay Pierce Wood Caleb Dobbins
Charles Budd Hermanus King Thomas S. Manning
William Stratton John Thomas John Scotti
John L. Baker . Benj’n Molineaux Joshua Kersey
S. P. Barbier John W, Kelly Richard Tice
William Hankinson John Harland John H. Starr
James McKeage Elisha L. Antrim

" Jacob Cash, Jr. Jonathan Johnson

Of the above Comp.John Thomas afterwards returned to No. 52, and for several years wasa most
active member. .
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forming a new Chapter under the warrant of Concordia Lodge, No. 67,
and asking the approbation of this Chapter and the privilege of making
use of the Jewels, etc., of this Chapter. The prayer of the petitioners
was unanimously granted, and the Recorder appends a foot-note that
‘“it is understood they will only want the Jewels, etc., one year.”’

This Chapter, No. 67, existed for about four years, when in order
to get rid of an obnoxious element they dissolved, returning the war-
rant to Lodge No. 67, and surrendering to the Grand Chapter their
Jewels and paraphernalia. Shortly after, the Companions reassembled
(the obnoxious element eliminated), applied to Columbia Lodge, No.
91, for the use of its warrant and to the Grand Chapter for the property
of the late Chapter No. 67, both of which applications being granted,
organized as Columbia Chapter, No. g1, and is now one of the best and
most prosperous in the jurisdiction. ‘‘Old Harmony ’’ now, as of yore,
extends to her younger sister the hand of ‘‘fellowship and brotherly
love ; »’ the relations between these two Chapters having ever been of
the most friendly and cordial nature.

June 4, 1817, the Committee appointed in January to procure an
Arch was instructed to request permission of the Grand Lodge to have
an Arch erected in the Chapter room ; also, on motion, ‘‘ Resolved, the
seal now in the possession of and belonging to this Chapter be presented
to the Grand Chapter by the three Chiefs, and a Committee was
appointed to procure a new seal.

This was domne, and at the convocation of the Grand Chapter held
August 18, the thanks of that Body were unanimously tendered Chap-
ter No. 52 for the handsome and appropriate seal.’”” ‘This was the
first official seal the Grand Chapter owned. We wonder if it is the
one now in use. '

November 5, a Committee was appointed to ‘‘ wait upon Lodge
No. 52 to ascertain from them if they intend to have a supper at their
next Stated Meeting (it being the same time as our Stated Meeting), as
they and this Chapter could not be accommodated at the same time.’’
The (‘ommittee proceeded at once to business, visited the Lodge and on
their return reported ‘‘ that the Lodge decided not to have a supper
that night.”” We therefore suppose the Chapter had.

A list of exaltations appears at the close of this year, but no list of
members. Companion Alphonso C. Ireland was elected First Chief.

February 4, 1818, the Committee appointed to procure an Arch
were ‘‘ instructed to act in conjunction with any  Committee or Com-
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mittees that may be appointed by the other R. A. Chapters to apply to
the Grand Lodge for permission to erect an Arch.”’

This Committee was discharged May 6, but the Minutes omit to
state whether the Arch was procured or not.

October 7, 1818, the Committee on Seal reported having procured
one at an expense of eighteen dollars, the bill for which was ordered
paid.

Seventy-two members reported at the close of the year.

April 2, 1819, a Committee was appointed to inquire into the state
of our jewels, furniture, etc., in consequence of the late fire at the
Masonick Hall, in Chestnut street, who reported at the next Stated
Meeting ‘‘that the furniture of the Chapter at present consists of the
following articles, viz. :

3 Sceptres, 2 vols. Holy Bible, morocco, 10 Officers’ Aprons, I
Sword, 1 small Bible, 10 Officers’ Jewels, 24 old Crowns, 1 Phillip’s
Monitor, 21 Aprons, common, 1 new Crown, 6 Robes, 1 Keystone, 1
copy of Holy Bible, complete, 7 Officers’ Crowns.

There consequently appears to be the following articles wanting to
complete the furniture of the Chapter.

35 new Crowns, 4 common Aprons, 2d vol. Holy Bible, morozco
binding, 9 Sashes, 3 Officers’ Caps, 1 Shovel, Crowbar, and Pick-axe.

(No mention is made of the Minute or other books of the Secretary
and Treasurer.)

A Committee was appointed at this meeting to examine a chest
bought by the Recorder for the use of this Chapter, and report as to
the value thereof, which Committee reported November 3d, and the bill
for the chest ($12.00) was ordered paid.

This chest is still in possession of the Secretary, and may be seen
at his residence by any of the Companions. It is used asthe ‘‘Archives"’
of the Chapter, and contains the old Minute and other books of the
Chapter, Petitions for Degrees, and various papers and documents,
from 1805 to the present time ; the copper-plate of the original certificate
of membership, and many other interesting and valuable relics. With
the exception of its exterior appearance being somewhat dulled by age
it is as good now as the day it was made, and will yet outlast dozens of
chests of more modern make.

A communication was received October 6, 1819, from Concordia
Chapter, No. 67, announcing the appointment of a Committee to act in
conjunction with similar Committees that may be appointed by Chapters
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s1and 52, in procuring the necessary apparatus for the Chapters ; wlLere-
upon our Representatives to the Grand Chapter were instructed to devise
means to supply this and other Chapters with suitable dresses, etc. 'This
resolution was rescinded at the meeting January 6, 1820, and *‘ the
present Chiefs ”’ were made a Committee to confer with such Committees
as are, or may be, appointed by Chapters 51 and 67 to devise ways and
means to procure jewels, etc., for Chapters 51, 52 and 67. Amendments
to the By-Laws were proposed at the meeting March 1, 1820, by Com-
panions John O’Brien and Joseph S. Riley, and adopted October 4th of
the same year, and 200 copies ordered to be printed. At the same
meeting Companion Riley offered an additional amendment, which was
adopted March 7, 1821.

Sixty-two members at the close of the year.

On page 181 of this Minute Book (Minutes of May 2, 1821), we
see the last of the handwriting of Companion O’Brien. On turning to
the next page we find that of Companion Samuel Wonderly. The
Minutes of May and June appear to have been kept by Companion
O'Brien, roughly, and copied into the book by Companion Wonderly.
The Chapter ‘‘ adjourned’’ over July, August, and September. At the
meeting of October 3d a Committee was appointed to wait upon Com-
panion O’Brien and grant him aid if they thought proper ; from which
we infer that he was ill and in distress. A Committee was also appointed
to procure aprons and crowns for the Chapter, and at the next meeting
were instructed to inquire the probable cost of dresses, decorations, etc.
They reported at the December meeting that the probable cost of robes,
dresses, etc., would be from $8o to $100. An amendment to the By-
Laws was offered to change the night of meeting from the first Wed-
nesday to the first Friday, which was adopted November 7th, and the
first meeting on the first Friday was held December 7th.

The Minutes of the October and November meetings were signed
by Companion Wonderly as Recorder, p. £

At the November meeting, ‘‘ the Most Excellent High Priest was
pleased to appoint Companion Samuel Wonderly Recorder of this
Chapter, in room of Companion O’Brien, deceased.’’ hich is the
only note on the Minutes of the death of Companion O’Brien.

October 3, 1821, was the first meeting at which the Minutes were |
read just after the opening of the Chapter. Previously they had been
read and approved just before closing. ‘The Minutes of the preceding
meeting (June 3d) were consequently approved twice.
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At the meeting December 7, 1821, Companion Joseph S. Riley was
elected High Priest, and Companion Samuel Wonderly, Recorder.
Fifty-two members ; a gradual decrease since 1816.

February 1, 1822, the three Chiefs were appointed a ‘‘Committee
to act in concert with the Committees that may be appointed from the
other Chapters (meeting in this room) for the purpose of consulting on
the expediency of recommending such alterations in this room as will
make it more convenient and suitable for conducting the business of
this Degree.”’

‘“The Committee on Outstanding Dues were empowered to make
such deductions from the members’ dues as they may think proper.”’’
This was giving a Committee power to remit dues, which we nowadays
would consider a rather extraordinary proceeding. At the same meet-
ing after an exaltation, the Chapter closed, and ‘‘a Royal Masters’
Chapter opened,’’ when the newly exalted candidate ‘‘ was admitted
and received the Degree of Royal Master."’

A Special Meeting was held April 19, 1822, at 5 o’clock p. M.,
opening in the Most Excellent Master's Degree (without previously
opening a Chapter), and three brethren had the degree conferred upon
them. They must have received it in a very short way, for at 5.30 P. M.
the Lodge closed, and a R. A. Chapter opened, when petitions were re-
ceived from these three brethren, acted upon forthwith, and they exalted,
and all this at a Special Meeting. This is the first time the M. E. M.
Degree was conferred in this Chapter. Previously the Capitular System
in Pennsylvania embraced but one degree, the Royal Arch. The Most
Excellent Master was a new degree, and until then unknown to us.
Its authorship has been attributed to Thomas Smith Webb. It was
introduced here principally to enable our Companions to properly frater-
nize with those of other jurisdictions in whose systems it was an
mportant part. The beauty of the degree, as we confer it, amply
compensates for its lack of antiquity.

The Mark Degree, though known to us for a long period, was in-
troduced into our Capitular System about the same time, it having been
previously regarded as a side degree, and until 1871, was principally
conferred in the Mark Lodges.

The Royal Master’s Degree was again conferred at the Special
Meetings held March 5 and May 15, 1823, and the M. E. M. Degree
at the Special, May 15th, It seems that this degree was not then a
pre-requisite to the Royal Arch, as brethren weré exalted without re-
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ceiving it ; though as it was not then, as now, subject to petition and
ballot, and as Chapters conferred it upon others than their own members,
these brethren may have received it elsewhere.

It is probable, though by no means certain, that the Royal Master’s
Degree herein mentioned was the same as that now conferred in Councils
of Royal and Select Masters.

At the meeting, December 5, 1823, Companion John Steele, Jr.,
was elected First Chief ; Companion Samuel Wonderly, who had served
as Recorder since the death of Companion O’Brien, was elected Third
Chief, and Companion Joseph S, Riley, Recorder.

We now turn to a chirography that is familiar not only to us, but
to many of the present members of the Chapter, and which, for forty-
nine years, graced the pages of our records.

A Committee which had been appointed to confer with the other
Chapters upon the subject of the reduction of the Tyler’s compensation,
reported January 2, 1824: ‘‘That the services now performed by the
Tyler during the labours of the Chapter, would warrant a continuance
of his present compensation.”’” The report was adopted.

The Treasurer, Companion Thomas Amies, being about to travel,
asked for a certificate, which was granted, and on his return, two
months afterward, he returned the certificate to the Chapter. This
seems to have been the usual procedure in those days.

The Minutes of May 7, 1824, are the first in which the place of
meeting is given (7. ¢., Masonic Hall, Chestnut street). The bills for
rent and communications to the Grand Lodge on the subject of altera-
tions, etc., of the room, places beyond controversy the fact that all
meetings were held in the several Masonic Halls, views of which are
herein presented, from plates kindly loaned us by Washmgton Lodge,
No. 59, F. and A. M.

A marginal note to the Minutes of June 4, 1824, reads: ‘‘ This is
the first meeting held since the adoption of the Constitution of the
Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania. Adopted by the
Grand I,odge and Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania.”

The Grand Chapter, though instituted in 1795, was subordinate to
the Grand Lodge, with very limited powers. The Grand Master, if a
Royal Arch Mason, was ex officio Grand High Priest. Chaptegs con-
tinued to be organized under Lodge warrants, and the mere notification
to the Grand Chapter that they had so organized was sufficient for their
recognition as lawful Chapters.
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The Constitution of 1824 made the Grand Chapter an independent
body. The Grand High Priest as well as the other officers was elected
in Grand Chapter. It issued warrants to constituent Chapters, and as
those already in existence retained the names and numbers under which
they had been working, and that no new Chapter should by its number
appear to be the senior to any existing Chapter, the Grand Chapter
commenced the enumeration of its warrants with No. 133. Brethren
and others unacquainted with the history of the Grand Chapter and
Royal Arch Masonry in Pennsylvania, upon observing the many gaps
in the numbers below 133 have naturally concluded that Chapters
bearing such numbers had become defunct. The fact is that but few
of these vacant numbers were ever filled.

The total number of Chapters organized under Lodge Warrants
were eighteen (two of them being under the same warrant, though at
different periods). The great range taken in the numbers of these
Chapters was due to the numbers of the Lodges under whose warrants
they existed, and not to defections among the Chapters themselves.

We give a list of them as follows :

No, 3, organized prior to 1755, No. 73, organized in 1818,
No. 52, organized in 1794, No. 64, organized in 1821,
No. 19, organized in 1795. No. 91, organized in 1822,
No. 67 (1s1), organized in 1795. No 113, organized in 1823.
No. 70, organized in 1806. No. 104, organized in 1824,
No. 31, organized in 1811. No. 106, organized in 1824.
No. 62, organized in 1515. No. 147, organized in 13824,
No. 67 (2d), organized in 1817, No, 43, organized in 1826.
No. 103, organized in 1815, No. 21, organized in 1527,

One of the first (if not the first) acts of the Grand Chapter upon
becoming an independent body was to issue to each existing Chapter a
warrant with its old name and number. ‘These warrants, we believe,
all bear the same date, and upon receiving them the Chapters returned
to the respective Lodges those which they had previonsly existed under.

We give this brief sketch relating to the independence of the
Grand Chapter as ‘‘ Masonic light and knowledge to our less informed
brethren,’’ and to explain in our incomplete way why ‘‘ Old Harmony,"’
the second Chapter organized in the jurisdiction and having had a con-
tinuous existence, should still be known by the number ‘‘ 52."’ Trusting
to be pardoned for the digression we return to our direct subject.

November 5, 1824, it was ‘‘ Resolved, that this Chapter have com-
bined in her warrant powers to make Mark Masters, Most Excellent
Masters, and Royal Arch Masons."’
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Mark this: ‘‘‘To make Most Excellent Masters,’’ nof Most Ex-
cellent Master Masons.

Forty members at the close of the year.

Although the Most Excellent Master Degree had been frequently
conferred, the meeting of October 7, 1825, was the first at which a
Royal Arch Chapter was first opened and then closed to open a Most
Excellent Masters’ Lodge (‘‘all those who were not Most Excellent
Masters having withdrawn’’). ‘There were quite a number of Royal
Arch Masons who regarded the M. E. M. Degree as an innovation,
and refused to receive it or in any manner countenance it.

A new code of By-Laws was adopted November 4, 1825. We
note many material differences between them and the code of 1810,
but are nearly identical with the printed copy in our possession dated
1828.

March 3, 1826, a Committee was appointed to confer with Com-
mittees of the other Chapters on the subject of a reduction of rent of
the Chapter room, etc.

The Minutes of April 7, 1826, were the first that were signed
‘“Joseph S. Riley, Secretary;’’ they had previously been signed by
him and his predecessors as ‘‘ Recorder.”” The title of the office, as
well as those of the three principal offices, was changed by the Consti-
tution of the Grand Chapter adopted in 1824.

The Mark degree was first conferred at a special meeting held
Sept. 20, 1826. The recipient was Bro. Daniel Goodman, of New
Orleans, who received the three degrees at that meeting as a Sojourner.

January s, 1827. ‘‘The Second and Third Chiefs and Secretary
were duly installed by the First Chief, he having been installed in
Grand Chapter on St. John’s day last by Past Graud High Priest
Nesbit.”” (Nisbet.)

The Committee on Chapter furniture was instructed to procure a
suitable dress for the Principal Sojourner.

April 6, 1827. The By-Laws were read, considered, and adopted
as amended by the Grand Chapter.

June 1, 1827. After the regular business, the M. E. Grand High
Priest took the chair, and all the Companions not Past High Priests
having withdrawn, Companion Sample, of Chapter No. 104, held in
Lancaster County, was duly installed High Priest of that Chapter, and
Companions Riley and Weaver, of this Chapter received the degree
of High Priest.
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[The Order of High Priesthood must at that time have been new
to this jurisdiction. Companion Riley was then the M. E. Grand
King.]

The Grand Secretary notified the Chapter that it was the Grand
High Priest's intention to make a Grand Visitation on July 6. The
minutes of that date contain no reference whatever to any Grand
Visitation.

December 7, 1827, the M. E. Grand High Priest Companion
Tristram B. Freeman, accompanied by his Grand Officers, made a
Grand Visitation to the Chapter. The report of the Grand Secretary
upon the minutes is as follows :

‘“This record of the proceedings of the Chapter has been carefully
and correctly kept, and shows that the labors of the Chapter have been
conducted with zeal, and that its officers and members have generally
been attentive to their respective duties.

‘“ There is an omission to enter the reception of the warrant granted
by the Grand Chapter in December, 1824, under which the Chapter
now conducts its labors. In noticing the appointments of Committees
and applications for exaltation, the usual expression is, ‘A, B, and C
were appointed a committee to inquire info the character of the appli-
cant.’ As other qualifications than character are in all cases required
and should be examined into, it were better to say that A, Band C,
were appointed to make the necessary inquiries.

It is sometimes said of a newly-exalted Mason, ‘that he returned
thanks and reccived a lecture.” * No part of the ceremony connected
with conferring of the degrees should be put on record other than what
1s necessary.

‘“ Besides the above, there is nothing in the minutes worthy of par-
ticular criticism. “I'he Chapter has many members and appears to be
in quite a flourishing state, arising from the care and attention which
has been bestowed to procure it.”’

On St. John's day of this year, our Secretary, Companion Joseph

* The language 1o which the Grand Seeretary takes exception was almost invariably used, and
was as follows: A petition was received from AL B, praying to be exalted to the Supreme Degree
of Rosal Arch Masonry, and be admitted @ member of the Chapter, whereupon Companions C. D,
and K. were appointed a Committec to inquire into his character. The Committe reported favorably,
and, heing in waiting, he was accordingly balloted for and unanimously approved of. e was then
admtted and exalted 1o the Supreme Degree of Royal Arch Masonry, retired, returned, gave thanks
and received i leatnne on this degree, and paid hic esaltation fec of ten dollars.®”

It was quite wsual, though not general, when the applicant was not in waiting, to postpone ballot-
ing until he presentod himself to receive the degree,
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S. Riley, was installed M. E. Grand High Priest of the Grand Holy
Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania.

The Committee appointed in March, 1826, on the subject of a re-
duction of rent, reported January 4, 1828, ‘‘that they had obtained
from the Grand Lodge a reduction of one hunred and two dollars from
the amount of the two last years; and that the charge annually for
rent, light and fuel is to be only forty dollars, in place of ninety-one
dollars, and no charge for extra meetings, except when the burners are
lit, and only one dollar and seventy-five cents is to be charged for
each * meeting.

Compare these charges with those paid the first few years of our
meeting in this Temple, when the annual rental for monthly meetings
in this Hall was nine hundred dollars, and for every special or extra
meeting a proportionate rate ($75.00 per night) was charged in addi-
tion, and no allowance or deductions were made for the summer
recesses.

September 5, 1828. An amendment to the By-Laws was unani-
mously adopted, changing the night of meeting from the first Friday
to the fourth Monday.

October 27, 1828, The Committee on Printing By-Laws reported
that they had procured two hundred and fifty copies. A copy of these
By-Laws is in the archives of the Chapter ; on the title page they are
noted ‘¢ as revised, corrected and adopted April 6, 1827.”" They could
not have been printed earlier than September, 1828, as Section II gives
the night of meeting ‘‘ Fourth Monday’’ which was only adopted at
the meeting of that month.

November 24, the following summary action was taken, to wit :

WHEREAS, —, Third Chief of this Chapter, having
recently removed to New York City, and there perpetrated a crime
which will for (ever) disgrace him as as a man and as a Mason, there-
fore be it unanimously

Resolved, That his name be stricken from the roll of members.

We suppress his name, as it is similar to that of a present most
highly esteemed Past High Priest of this Chapter.

The Minutes of October and November are entered in the Minute
Book before those of September, in which latter month were two
Stated Meetings, resulting from the change in night of meeting. A
transposition which we of the present day would hardly believe possible.

# The word ** each " seems to be out of place; we think it should have been written ** such,”
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February 23, 1829, a Committee was appointed to confer with
Committees from the other Chapters upon the propriety of procuring
a good and sufficient set of working tools for the Most Excellent Mas-
ters’ Degree.”” (What were they?) We presume they were procured,
as at the next meeting the Committee was empowered to draw on the
Treasurer for this Chapter's share of the expense, which was $28.19.

August 24, 1829, four candidates whose petitions had long since
been approved, having failed to come forward and receive the degrees,
after repeated notice to do so, were stricken from the roll of candidates.

On September 28, 1829, a communication was received from the
Grand Committee of Charity of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,
soliciting a donation to their fund.

Whereupon Companions Chandler, Cooper and Riley were ap-
pointed a Committee with discretionary power to act as they may deem
expedient in the case, provided they do not grant a sum over ten dol-
lars.”” Very cautious they, to refer to a Committee such a communi-
cation from such a source, but they must have felt the peculiarity of
their position, for on February 22, 1830, they empowered the Committee
‘“if they deemed it expedient to grant twenty dollars in gas certificates
held by this Chapter, if the gas certificates were quoted at par at that
time.”” ‘This was doubling the original donation.

November 23, 1829, being the night of annual election, Companion
Joseph R. Chandler was elected M. E. High Priest. The Minutes of
the succeeding meeting, December 28, 1829, completes the second
Minute Book of the Chapter, and the first in its possession. We close
this old book with regret, having became familiar with its chirography,
its quaint language, its rusty-looking ink and its age-discolored paper.
The last business recorded therein is a proposition to amend the By-
Laws, by changing the night of meeting from the fourth Monday to the
first Friday,and ‘‘the Chapter closed in harmony at 85 o’clock.”’
This was the invariable expression in those days; now we ‘‘close in
peace.”’

The new Minute-Book was opened by a record of proceedings of the
Stated Meeting, January 235, 1830, which occupy fifteen lines, four of
which are taken up by the names of the members present and one by
the date. No business was transacted except reading the Minutes and
approving the Tyler’s bill.

At the meeting February 22, 1830, the Chapter adopted the
amendment offercd in December, and after meeting on the fourth Mon-
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day for eighteen Stated Meetings only, returned to the first Friday, and
it has not been changed since.

April 1, 1831, a Committee was appointed to confer with Commit-
tees from other Chapters and ‘‘ If they deem it expedient, to have the
‘Vails’ and the room and other (common) Chapter repaired and done
up in good order.’”” Companion Riley has evidently omitted a word or
two as the latter portion sounds rather vague.

The storm of Anti-Masonry is now upon us, and ‘‘ Old Harmony *’
feels the effects in her decreased attendance, and increased withdrawals,
She bends to the blast, but never breaks; her meetings are still regu-
larly held and occasionally work was done. At the Stated Meeting
in December, 1831, Companion Samuel Wonderly, a former ‘‘Recorder,’’
was elected ‘‘ First Chief *’ for the third time, he having already served
in that office during the years 1826 and 1827.

The first meeting missed in the Anti-Masonic period was that of
August, 1832, of which the Minute-Book has the following record :

‘“ A Stated Meeting of Harmony Royal Arch Chapter was held in
the Masonic Hall, Chestnut street, on Friday evening, August 3, 1832,
A. L. 5832. Present, Hogan, Riley, Elias, White, Weaver.
No Chapter was opened.
JosErH S. RILEY, Secretary.’’

Work was done at the September meeting, but no Chapter was
opened in October or November ; records of them similar to that for
August above noted, were entered in the Minute-Book.

A meeting was held December 7, at which degrees were conferred
and the annual election held, Companion Joseph H. Fenimore being
elected ‘‘ First Chief."’

The titles of First, Second and Third Chiefs were always at the
heading of the Minutes, and when any reference was made to any of
those officers, except when recording their election, when, with rare
exceptions (ot which the above is one) the titles High Priest, King
and Scribe were used.

At the meeting held January 4, 1833, ‘‘ a petition for membership
was received and read from Companion Rev. Robert Piggott, late mem-
ber of Chapter No. 103, formerly held at Lewistown, in this State,
but is believed not to be in existence at this time, whereby he is unable
to obtain a certificate, and the Most Excellent Grand High Priest of the
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, having had the subject presented to him
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on last St. John’s Day, gave consent to the Reverend Companion being
received without the usual certificate required in such case.’’*

We are now in the height of the great Anti-Masonic furore, the
history of which is so well known to every Mason in the land, that it is
needless to refer to it here, except to note its effect upon our immediate
organization.  Notwithstanding the enmity of fanatics in the forum,
the bar and the pulpit as well as in the popular feelings and prejudices,
when to be a Mason was to be an object of suspicion, if not of persecu-
tion, the meetings of the Chapter were held regularly and much work
was done, until June, 1834, excepting only the three before referred to
and that of July 5, 1833, when, though four members were present, the
Chapter was not opened.

We copy the following extracts from our Minutes, showing how
“ Old Harmony *’ struggled through those troublous times, and main-
tained her organization and held her warrant :

‘“June 6, 1834. No Chapter opened. Jos. S. Riley, Secretary.”’

‘ July 4. 1834. No Chapter opened. No one attending but the
Rev. Robert Piggott. Jos. S. Riley, Sec’y.”’

‘“ August 1, 1834. Chapter opened in ancient form at 8.30 o’clock,
three members present and one visitor.  Minutes read and approved.
Closed in harmony at 8.45 o’clock.”’

*“ September 5, 1834. Chapter opened at 8 o'clock, and closed at
8.15 o’clock. ‘Threc members present.’”’

““Qctober 3, 1834. No Chapter opened.  Jos. S. Riley, Sec’y.”’
*“November 7, 1834. No Chapteropened. Jos. S. Riley, Sec’y.”’

December 5, 1834. A meeting was held, at which three members
withdrew ; the Sccretary was ¢ directed to take such measures to col-
lect the arrears of dues from all such Companions as are one year and
upwards in arrears, as he may deem cxpedient.”” The annual election
was held, Companion John Thomas being elected *‘ First Chief.”’

‘January 2, 1835. The Chapter was opened and the regular
’ J
routine of business transacted. The Secretary * reported that he had
collected %67.75, and he was continued until the next meeting with
like power.” "’

* Companion Piggott was one of the few who remained faithful to the Chapter during the anti-
Masonic excitement. It is presumed he resigned his membership after the storm had blown over,
although there is no record on our minutes of such resignation, He removed to Baltimore and
affiliated there; there also he died in 1587, at the advanced age of g1 years. A newspaper clipping,
noting his death, is pasted inside the trout cover of the Minute Book commencing January, 1886,
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‘“ February 6, 1835. Present: Draper (Scribe), Riley. No Chap-
ter opened. Jos. S. Riley, Sec’y.”’

‘“ March 6, 1835. No Chapter opened. Jos. S. Riley, Sec'y.”
“‘April 3, 1835. No Chapter opened. Jos. S. Riley, Sec’y.”’
‘“May 1, 1835. No Chapter opened. Jos. S. Riley, Sec’'y.”’

““June 5, 1835. The Chapter was opened and business transacted.
No Chapter in July or August.”’

‘* September 4, 1835. The Chapter opened. ‘The recommenders
of Brother John W. McGrath were requested to call on him before the
next meeting and request him to come and take the Royal Arch De-
gree.””’ (He had received the M. E. M. Degree February 7, 1834.)
He did not ‘“‘come and take’’ the degree, however, until February
2, 1838, more than two years after he was so ‘‘requested.”” He at
once became active in the Chapter, was Scribe in 1840, King in 1841,
and High Priest in 1842, was Royal Arch Captain in 1846, and the
same year was M. E. Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of
Pennsylvania. He died in Minnesota, August 27, 1876, exactly one
year after the death of Comp. Joseph S. Riley.

““October 2, 1835. No Chapter opened. Jos. S. Riley, Sec’y.’’

‘‘ November 6, 1835. Cooper, Riley, Chambers, late of No. 52.
No Chapter opened. Jos. S. Riley, Sec’y.”’

‘“ December 4, 1835. The Chapter was opened ; five members and
two visitors present. ‘The annual election for officers was held. Com-
panion Francis Cooper was elected ‘ First Chief.”’’ (For the second
time, he having served as High Priest in 1831, and served a third term
in 1839.) Companion Cooper was also Past Grand King of the Grand
Chapter, having held that office in 1837-8.

‘January 1, 1836. The Chapter was opened and part of the
business transacted was the following : ‘

“‘Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, to be styled the
Committee of ‘ Consultation,” to meet a like committee that may be
appointed by any Chapter meeting in this city, to consult and recom-
mend to the Chapters, respectively, such measures as in their opinion
will be likely to revive and advance the interest of Royal Arch Masonry
and the attending degrees.”’

‘ Companions Francis Cooper, Joseph R. Chandler, and Joseph S.
Riley were appointed the committee.’’

3
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‘* February 5, 1836. No Chapter was opened in consequence of
the Lodge-room being torn up and the columns, etc., taken to the new
Hall.”’

‘“March 4, 1836. No Chapter opened in consequence of the room
in the new Hall (South Third street) not being finished,”’ etc.

““ April 1, 1836. The first meeting in the new Hall, Third near
Spruce street. Dues to the amount of $2.00 were collected. A bill
from the Grand Lodge was referred to the Committee of Consultation.’’

Why ? It seems by the resolution of January 1 that that committee
was appointed for an entirely different purpose.

‘“May 6, 1836. The Chapter was opened and ‘adjourned’ till
the stated meeting in September.""

‘‘ September 2, 1836. No Chapter opened. Jos. S. Riley, Sec'y.”’

Meetings were held and work done in October, November, and De-
cember. At the December meeting Companion Ezra W. Smith was
elected High Priest and Companion Samuel Wonderly, Treasurer ; Com-
panion Thomas Amies retiring from that position after a service of over
thirty years, of the commencement of which we have no record, but have
reason to believe it was shortly, if not immediately, after his service as
High Priest in 1799. It was certainly prior to 1808, as we are in pos-
session of papers showing that he was Treasurer that year, and the
succeeding ones to his retirement.

‘‘January 6, 1837. No Chapter opened. No quorum. E. W,
Smith, Riley. Jos. S. Riley, Sec’y.”’

‘‘February 3, 1837. No Chapter opened. No quorum. Elias,
Riley. Jos. S. Riley, Secretary.’’

‘“March 3, 1837. No Chapter opened. Cooper, Riley, Elias,
Draper (late member). Jos. S. Riley, Sec'y.”’ .

‘“April 7, 1837. No Chapter opened. No quorum. Riley. Jos.
S. Riley, Sec’y.”’

‘“May 5, 1837. No Chapter opened. No quorum. E.W. Smith,
Riley. Jos. S. Riley, Sec’y.”

** No meetings called for June, July, and August. Jos. S. Riley,
Sec’y.”’

‘“September 1, 1837. No Chapter. No quorum., E. W. Smith,
Riley. Jos. S. Riley, Sec’y.”
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‘“October 6, 1837. No Chapter opened. No quorum. Riley.
Jos. S. Riley, Sec'y.”

The anti-Masonic craze has now passed away, and from this time
forward the meetings of the Chapter (with one or two exceptions) were
regularly held. During the entire dark period of Freemasonry, at
every stated meeting of the Chapter, without a single exception, our
faithful Secretary was at his station, sometimes in company with one
or more Companions, but as often alone, keeping the record as we
have here transcribed it. He thus ‘‘ builded better than he knew ’’ in
furnishing to future generations this indubitable evidence of the con-
tinuous existence of the Chapter throughout these troublous times.
All honor then to Companion Joseph S. Riley, and may his labor be
ever appreciated and his memory be ever green in the hearts of the
Companions of Harmony Chapter, No. 52.

December 3, 1837, the Chapter opened and transacted business,
receiving petitions, compromising with two Companions upon their
accounts, empowering the Secretary to appoint a collector, donating
to the Grand Chapter twenty dollars ‘* if the state of the funds will
admit of it,”’ and electing the following officers for the ensuing Masonic
year :

Josern R. CHANDLER, First Chief.
Francis Coorer, Second Chief.
JosepH E. BowgN, Third Chief.
SAMUEL WONDERLY, Treasurer,
JosepH S. RILEY, Secretary.

At the stated meeting February 2, 1838, Bro. William Barger re-
ceived the M. E. M. Degree, and was, with Bros. John Goodman and
John W. McGrath, exalted to the Supreme Degree of Royal Arch
Masonry.

Companion William Barger deserves more than a passing notice.
" He served as King in 1839, High Priest in 1840, and Treasurer in
1845-6.

He was M. E. Grand High Priest in 1844-5, and R. W. Grand
Master of Masons of Pennsylvania the same years, and for many years,
until his death, Chairman of the Committee on Landmarks of the
Grand Lodge, which position he filled most faithfully and acceptably,
being an earnest and indefatigable worker, visiting lodges almost
nightly and instructing them in the correct work of the Ancient Craft.
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He resigned from the Chapter February 2, 1849, exactly eleven years
after his exaltation, and remained thereafter an unaffiliated Royal Arch
Mason. He died March 12, 1871.

May 4, 1838. ‘‘No Chapter was opened ; the night was exceed-
ingly stormy and no business to do."’

At the meeting December 7, 1838, a portion of the dues of three
Companions were remitted, ‘‘ provided the balance be paid and punctual
attendance given in the future.”” Companion Thomas Amies (the
former Treasurer) ‘‘ was placed on the list of honorary members, and
subject to such dues only in the future.”” This is the first mention in
the minutes of ‘‘ honorary’’ or life membership.

April 5, 1839, Brother James Campbell received the Mark and
Most Excellent Degrees, and on May 3, the Royal Arch. Companion
Campbell, though of little or no prominence in the Chapter, was well
known in public life, having sat at least one term as one of the Judges
of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, and was a member of President
Pierce’s Cabinet, being Postmaster-General of the United States during
that administration. He resigned February 2, 1858 ; and died quite
recently at an advanced age.

June 7, 1839, ¢ Companion Riley communicated the melancholy
intelligence of the death of our old and venerable Companion Thomas
Amies, Esq., who died at his residence in Montgomery County, Pa.,
on the 3d instant, in the seventy-seventh year of his age. On motion
of Companion Riley, AResolved, That the officers of this Chapter be
a Committee to address a letter of condolence to the family of the
deceased, and a copy of which be entered on the minutes of this
Chapter.”’

There is no record on the minutes of this ‘‘letter of condolence,”’
nor of any report from this Committee.

January 3, 1840, ‘‘ the three Chiefs of this Chapter were constituted
a Committee to inquire into the probable cost of renewing our regalia and
report at the next meeting.”’ This Committee reported at the next meet-
ing, and submitted ‘‘ an estimate from Bro. G. W. Twible,’”’ the con-
sideration of which was postponed until the next stated meeting ; but
there is no record of any further action upon the subject at that time.

March 6, 1840, Bro. Daniel Thompson, who had received the
M. E. M. Degree at the February meeting, was exalted. He was
Scribe in 1842, King in 1843, High Priest in 1844, and Treasurer from
1847 to 1861, inclusive. He was M. Ii. Grand High Priest in 1857-8.
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The most of us remember ¢ Uncle Dan,”’ as he for many years acted
as Tyler for the several Chapters, being the assistant to the Schniders
and the succeeding Grand Tylers. He died in Bristol, Pa., June o,
1884, and his ‘funeral was attended by a very large representation of
the membership of the Chapter.

June 5, 1840, Edward P. Lescure was exalted. Like ‘‘Uncle
Dan’’ Thompson, ‘‘ Papa’’ Lescure was also well known to many of
us. He was elected Scribe in December of the same year, serving in
1841, was King in 1842, and High Priest in 1843, was Royal Arch
Captain in 1847, and a Trustee in 1860-61. He became M. E.
Grand High Priest in December, 1850, serving the two succeeding
years. He was a faithful and regular attendant at the meetings of the
Chapter until within a few years of his death, which occurred April
6, 1883. He was respected and beloved by all, and his funeral was
largely attended by the members of the Chapter and others of the Craft.

At the meeting held December 4, 1840, Companion John Goodman
was elected High Priest. ‘There was a change in the office of Treasurer,
Companion Adam Hatfield being elected to that office.

June 5, 1841, Bro. Leon Hyneman received the M. E. M. Degree
and was exalted to Royal Arch Masonry. Companion Hyneman,
though he took but little, if any, part in the proceedings of the Chap-
ter, resigning two years after, was well known throughout the Masonic
world. He edited and published for many years a weekly newspaper
entitled the Masonic Mirror, devoted to the interests of the Craft. He
was also the author of several Masonic works, his ‘‘ Masonic Library,”’
in two large volumes, being the best known.

At this meeting a communication from Phcenix Lodge, No. 130,
was read, ‘‘ Recommending the banishment from our festive board, etc.,
of all intoxicating drinks,”’ which was ordered to be filed.

From his well-known total-abstinence principles, we can readily
believe our Secretary, Companion Riley, to have been the author of
these resolutions, he being a member of that Lodge.

October 1, 1841, Brother Benjamin S. Riley was exalted. He
was Master of the 1st Vail in 1842, M. 3d Vail in 1843, Captain of the
Host in 1844, King in 1845, and High Priest in 1846. He was the son
of our Secretary, and, after his retirement from the Oriental Chair,
ably assisted his father in the duties of that cffice until his death, June
27, 1870.

November 5, 1841, ‘‘the Committee on renewing of our regalia,
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e
appointed in January, 1840, were requested to report an estimate of the
probable cost of an entire renewal of our paraphernalia.’’

December 3, 1841, Companion John W. McGrath was elected
High Priest ; Companion Edward P. Lescure, King ; Daniel Thomp-
son, Scribe ; Treasurer and Secretary re-elected. A peculiarity of this
election is the fact that all three of the ‘‘ Chiefs’’ elected this evening
afterwards became Grand High Priests of the Grand Chapter.

The Grand Chapter's bill for dues for six years (1835 to 1840 in-
clusive), amounting to $63.00, was ordered to be paid if found correct.

Contrast this amount with that of last year (1893.)

*“In consequence of the expense at which Companion Hogan was
put, in coming from his dwelling in the State of New Jersey to aid us
in our labors, AKesolved, That the Treasurer be requested to hand him
five dollars.”’

July 1, 1842, the Chapter was not opened. ‘‘There was an
unprecedented rain storm about the time of opening the Chapter, which
lasted about two hours, and according to the rain gauge kept at the
Pennsylvania Hospital, there fell during that short period 2.3 inches.

An extra meeting was held July 13, when a petition of a Sojourner
was received, acted upon, and the M. E. M. and R. A. Degrees con-
ferred upon him.

August 5, 1842, Brothers William B. Foster and David Wilmot
received the M. E. M. and R. A. Degrees as Sojourners.

They, and several Sojourners who received the degrees in this
Chapter about the same time, were residents of Towanda, Pa., and be-
came the Charter members of Union Chapter, No. 161, in that borough,
which was constituted in 1845, and is still flourishing.

This Companion Wilmot was a member of the Congress of the
United States, in which he became famous by being the author of an
act which has passed into history as the ‘‘ Wilmot proviso.”’

In taking action upon delinquents, December 2, 1842, Bro.
‘“was expelled for non-payment of dues and neglecting to come
forward to be exalted after repeated notifications and personal solicita-
tions.”” At this meeting another change was made in the Treasurer-
ship, Comp. William B. Storm being eclected to that office. On motion
‘“a committee was appointed to meet a similar committee from Chapter
No. g1, with power to enter into some preliminary arrangement about
procuring regalia for the two Chapters, to be held as their joint prop-
erty, and report thercon.””  They reported at the meeting in February,
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1843, ‘‘ that such regalia, etc., could be completely procured and fitted
up for about one hundred and thirty dollars,”’ and submitted the fol-
lowing resolution : ‘‘Resolved, That it is expedient, with the concur-
rence of No. g1, to procure with that Chapter a set of joint regalia,
using the jewels of one Chapter for both, which shall nevertheless
remain the property of the Chapter to which they now belong.”’

Avpril 7, 1843, Companion , now residing in New York,
was in future only to be subject to Grand Chapter dues during such
residence out of our Masonic jurisdiction.

This is the first case in the history of the Chapter that any distinc-
tion was made in a Companion’s dues on account of his residing out of
the jurisdiction, and so far as we can learn there were but two other
instances, both in 1850.

August 4, 1843, Brother George Griscom was exalted, he having
received the Mark and Most Excellent Degrees at the preceding meet-
ing. Companion Griscom was Master 1st Vail in 1844, Principal So-
journer in 1845, Scribe in 1846, King in 1847, High Priest in 1848,
and a Trustee in 1866. He was M. E. Grand High Priest in 1868—9 ; and
died October 15, 1882.

December 6, 1844, we note another change in the Treasurership,
Companion Storm being elected Scribe. Companion William Barger
was elected Treasurer.

A resolution was adopted January 3, 1845, appointing ‘‘a com-
mittee to confer with the auditing committee to see if there be enough
funds left after paying all the debts of the Chapter, and if there should
be, then to confer with the committee of No. 91, and have the supper
prepared jointly.”” ‘The Chapter’s share in the expense of this supper
was fifteen dollars.

Companion E. W. Morgan asked leave to withdraw December 6,
1844, and his application postponed. Its consideration was resumed
April 4, 1845 ; objections being made thereto, ‘‘ the whole subject was
referred to a committee of three, who were empowered to send for per-
sons and papers, and thoroughly to examine the whole subject and
report at their earliest leisure,’”’ which they did November 7, stating
that the objector had ‘‘ utterly failed to substantiate his objections by
any proof, or even any specific charge before the committee, although
offered every opportunity to do so.”” The Companion’s petition to
withdraw was then granted.

This sounds to us like a little bit of personality.
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November 7, 1845, a Committee of Chapter No. 3 were present
and announced that ‘‘ they were appointed to meet similar Committees
that may be appointed by other Chapters for the purpose of seeing if it
would not be agreeable for the Chapters meeting in this Hall to jointly
sup together, and to fix on a time mutually agreeable to all.”’ A
Committee was appointed by No. 52.

December 5, 1845, Companion Benjamin S. Riley was elected
High Priest. ‘‘The Committee on Joint Supper reported they have
arranged with Chapters Nos. 3 and g1, and that the supper will be on
St. John's day night, in this Hall, precisely at 7.30 o’clock.”’

The Chapter’s portion of this supper cost twenty-one dollars.

January 2, 1846, ‘‘on motion, it was Reso/ved, That the Repre-
sentatives of this Chapter in the Grand Chapter be instructed to bring
before that body the subject of the difference of the work in three
Chapters meeting in this hall.”’

We have heard there were differences in the work practiced in the
Chapters : No. 3 following one ritual and 52 and g1 another, but never
knew what the differences were. Is there any Companion now living
who can tell us?

February 6, 1846, the Secretary was ‘‘ requested to address a note
to our respected Treasurer, and say that the members of the Chapter
would be much pleased to have his attendance at our meetings.”” A
personal interview with the Treasurer (asreported at the March meeting)
elicited the fact that he declined accepting the office. A dispensation for
a Special Election being had, Companion John W. McGrath was, on
April 3d, unanimously elected I'reasurer.

May 1, 1846, Grand Chapter’s bill for dues for 1843-45 (three
years), amounting to $29.15 was ordered to be paid if found correct.

September 24, 1846, at a Special Meeting, the three degrees of
Capitular Masonry were conferred upon Brother Richard Vaux, then
Recorder of the City.

Although Companion Vaux apparently has shown little interest in
Roya! Arch Masonry, yet his name is known and his words quoted not
only throughout the length and breadth of our own land, but wherever
in the world the Ancient Craft exists. As Grand Master of Pennsylvania
in 1867-8 and 9, and as Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence
of the Grand Lodge, we have learned much of Masonic law and
Masonic truth from his lips and from his pen. As the senior living
member of the Chapter he should, and was expected to, have been with
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us to-day (April 28, 1894). We regret his absence, which, we feel
assured, is from causes beyond his control, and more particularly do
we miss him as he was assigned a prominent part in our festivities.

December 4, 1846, Companion Abraham West was elected High
Priest, and Companion Daniel Thompson, Treasurer. Another change
in the latter office.

May 7, 1847, Chapter No. 3 presented this Chapter with fifty copies
each of the Mark and Most Excellent Songs set to music. The gift
was accepted, and a unanimous resolution of thanks was returned to
Chapter No. 3 for the same.

December 3, 1847, Companion George Griscom was elected High
Priest, and a Committee was appointed to arrange with Committees
from the other Chapters for a joint supper on St. John's day. The
Chapter’s portion of this expense was thirty-four dollars.

April 7, 1848, a petition for charity was ‘‘laid upon the table on
account of the state of our finances.”’

In the entire century of the Chapter’s existence, though hundreds
applied, we believe this to be the only instance where charity was de-
nied, except in undeserving cases. Truly it must then have been that
we ‘‘ had nothing to give.” )

August 4, 1848, one-half of the dues of a Companion who had
filled every elective office in the Chapter were remitted, and he placed
‘““on half dues on account of his imperfect eyesight, which will not
permit of his coming out at night.”’

This is the only case on record of a member being charged with |
half dues only.

December 1, 1848, Companion George D. Patton was elected High
Priest, and a joint committee on supper appointed, of which the
Chapter’s share was twenty-nine dollars.

May 4, 1849, it was *‘ Resolved, That the three Chiefs be particu-
larly requested to attend our next meeting at the hour of opening.’’
As they are all entered on the Minutes as heing present at all the pre-
ceding meetings, it is possible they may have gotten into the habit of
coming late, or it may be because at this meeting none of them were
present. A Past High Priest of No. g1 (Companion Harman Baugh)
occupied the ‘¢ First Chief’s’’ station, and two members of No. 52 the
others. A similar thing occurred at the meeting on September 7.

How could those meetings be held and business transacted?  Cer-
tainly, not lawfully, if we understand Masonic law correctly.
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October 5, 1849, ‘‘ Brothers Van Dyke and Beenken were exalted
to the Supreme degree of Royal Arch Masonry.”

A history of this Chapter, or indeed of Royal Arch Masonry in
Pennsylvania, would be incomplete without a more specific reference to
one of these candidates. Comp. John Beenken was Royal Arch Cap-
tain in 1850, Scribe in 1853, King in 1854, High Priest in 1855 and
Treasurer from 1863 to 1866 inclusive. He is the author of the lectures
attached to the three Capitular Degrees, which, with but few modifica-
tions, are given now as they were originally written by him. He not
only gave them fluently in this and other Chapters, but in Kensington
Chapter, No. 233, some years since he conferred the degreesin German
upon two candidates who could not understand English readily. Com-
panion Beenken is our oldest living Past High Priest, and in years,
though not in seniority, our oldest member. He resides in Norristown,
but still feels a lively interest in the Chapter, as evinced by occasional
correspondence with the Secretary. ‘T'he infirmities of age and the
effects of an accident a few years ago, keep him within doors, though
he claims that with his eighty-cight years, he is otherwise in good
health. May lie long live to enjoy it, is the prayer of his Companions
of No. 52.

December 4, 1894, Companion Edward R. Jones was elected High
Priest, and another joint supper arranged for. This seems to have
been the rule annually heretofore, but must have been discontinued
after this date, as we find no further mention of *‘joint >’ suppers.

December 6, 1850, Companion William S. Shultz was elected High
Priest. From the bill of the Secretary presented at this meeting it
appears that his compensation was one dollar per meeting and one dol-
lar for each ‘‘admission.”” Quite a contrast from now, but we think
there is also a compensating contrast in labor.

This Minute-Book closes with this meeting, only about one-half of
it being used. ‘There is an interval of six years, for which no Minutes
are in existence, which is explained in the following extract from the
first Minutes in the book which we now open.  The present Secretary
was enabled with the aid of petitions remaining in the archives, and
the books of the (Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter, to continue his
registry of the membership with its additions and decrease, without a
break or a gap.  But the record of business transacted, other than the
receiving of petitions, conferring degrees and the resignations, suspen-
sions, cte., must forever remain a blank.



The Third Hall on Chestnut Street. 1855-1873.
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May 2, 1856, ‘‘the Secretary being called on to read the Minutes
of our last Stated Meeting, rose and said, ‘ Your Secretary is under the
painful necessity of informing the Chapter that their book of Minutes
was destroyed at the great conflagration, northeast corner of Market
and Sixth streets, on the night of April 30 and May 1, at which was
his place of business, and all his books and merchandise was entirely
and completely consumed, fire-proof (?) chest, etc. etc., at which
place he had the Minute Book of the Chapter.*

¢ ¢The Secretary would therefore most respectfully ask of each and
every member of the Chapter, their aid and assistance to make up the
Records to the present, and would especially invite information re-
specting those who have received any degree or degrees, naming each
particular thereof, or who has paid dues or fees for the months of
January, February, March and April, although all the money received
has been paid over to the Treasurer, he has no means of correctly ascer-
taining by whom paid.’ ”’

From which we infer his Cash Book as well as the Minute Book
was destroyed. .

June 6, 1856, Brother Henry Christian was exalted as a Sojourner.
He received the M. E. M. Degree, and probably the Mark, in a
Chapter in Pheenixville. He was admitted to membership March 3,
1858, was Principal Sojourner in 1861-2, Scribe in 1863, King in 1864
and High Priest in 1865. He was elected one of the Trustees in
December, 1861, serving the following year ; was again elected to that
office in December, 1866, serving continuously thereafter until his
decease, July 6, 18g1. Faithful in his attendance, and genial in his
companionship, there are few of us who do not remember Companion
Christian, and we can all bear testimony to his uprightness as a man
and as a Mason.

July 4, 1856. ‘' Companions D. Thompson, Beenken, Murrell,
H. Martin and Riley, Secretary, only being present, and it being the
Great National Anniversary, they did not deem it necessary to open

* As an active member of the old Volunteer Fire Department, we well remember that fire, and
the labor performed thereat on that rainy May-day morning. It broke out about 1 o'clock, A. M., in
the rear portion of Jessup & Moore's paper and rag warehouse, on the south side of North street be-
low Sixth street, extending on a line with Sixth strect about one-third the distance to Fifth street,
across Commerce street to Market, and westward to (and in one or two places across) Sixth street.
The only buildings left standing were the southeast corner of Sixth and North streets, and one or two
properties adjoining on Sixth street.  Companion Riley's place of business was on the east side of
Sixth street, about midway between North and Commerce streets.
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the Chapter, as there was no work to do, and they dispersed. Joseph
S. Riley, Secretary.”

October 2, 1857, ‘‘ On motion, duly made by Companion Edward
Strickland, and passed, our evening refreshments were to be discon-
tinued after this evening, as the financial crisis of our country which
must affect ours too.”’ It scems from this that the Chapter had been
having monthly refreshments. Can Companion Strickland give us an
idea of the nature and extent of these ‘‘ refreshments,”” and how long
the practice had been in vogue when it was discontinued ? *

December 4, 1857, Companion John I,. Young was elected M. E.
High Priest, another Companion whose form and features are still
fresh in our memories. John Lewellyn Young received the M. E. M.
and Royal Arch Degrees January 7, 1853, was King in 1857, High
Priest in 1858, a Trustee in 1860-1, Treasurer, 1862, and again Trus-
tee from 1867 to his decease, September 7, 188g. He was also active
in the Grand Chapter, serving several years as (Grand Pursuivant and
Grand Master of the Vails. In No. 52 he was one of our most regu-
lar attendants, and until stricken with his last illness, it was rarely, if
ever, a meeting of the Chapter was held, without his genial and kindly
presence.  Companion Young numbered his friends by hundreds,
enemies, #of one. .

June 4, 1858, a communication was read from the GGrand Holy
Royal Arch Chapter, ‘‘ advising this Chapter that a committee of that
body, who had been appointed for the purpose of defining what is the
true work in the Mark and Most Excellent Master’s Lodges, also
in the Royal Arch Chapters, will exemplify the work at a meeting of
the Grand Chapter to be holden on Monday, June 21, A. b, 1858.”

Our venerable Secretary, P. (5. H. P. Riley, was the Chairman of
the Committee referred to in the above communication of the Grand
Secretary.  The Grand Chapter met June 21, as announced, and the
Mark degree was exemplified by the Committee. They met again on
the following evening (June 22), when the Committee exemplified the
Most Excellent Master’s and Royal Arch Degrees. The Grand Chap-
ter resolved, that the work as so exemplified was the correct work, and

* At the time this question was written Comp. Strickland was with us in the flesh, and though
failing in health bis intellectual faculties were unimpaired.  He was present at the Centennial Meet-
ingg and at the banquet which followed, but before the preparation of these Minutes for publication
conld be completed, he hiad gone to join the silent majority.  He died July 7, 184, our first loss in our
second century,
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it is the work of Capitular Masonry in Pennsylvania to-day. (See re-
print Grand Chapter Proceedings, pages 278—279 and 281-282).

This Comunittee reported, and the Grand Chapter adopted the
appointment of three additional offices in the Chapter, to wit : Pursui-
vant and Senior and Junior Masters of Ceremonies. These officers
were not known in Subordinate Chapters prior to this date.

At the meeting held November 5, 1858, the Chapter presented to
Past High Priests Joseph S. Riley, Edward P. Lescure, Daniel Thomp-
son, George Griscom, John Thornley, Joseph McMullin, Edward Gas-
kill, John Beenken, Peter Williamson, William Allen and John L.
Young each a P. H. P. collar and apron (we presume, jewel also,
though not stated in the Minutes), also to Past Grand High Priest Har-
man Baugh as a compliment for the deep interest he has for a long
period taken in the prosperity and work of the Chapter and for the
numerous kindnesses shown to our individual members.’’

The custom of presenting a collar, apron and jewel to the Past
High Priests thus begun was continued annually until 1870, when the
collar and apron were discontinued and the present rich and magnifi-
cent style of jewel substituted.

April 1, 1859, the Most Excellent High Priest, being authorized
by resolution, appointed Companions John L. Young, Edward P. Les-
cure and Daniel Thompson ‘* as Trustees until our next election, whose
duty it shall be to make investments of any funds in the hands of the
Treasurer from time to time as directed by the Chapter.”” At the same
meeting an amendment to the By-Laws was offered, which was adopted
at the next Stated Meeting, providing that ‘‘ There shall be annually
elected at the Stated Meeting in December, two Royal Arch Masons,
who with the Treasurer, ex-gfficio, shall constitute the ‘ Trustees’ of
this Chapter, whose duty it shall be to invest in their names as the
‘ Trustees of Chapter No. 52,” and their successors all the funds received
for life membership, together with such portions of the surplus funds
as the Chapter may from time to time direct, it being understood that
the principal of the said investments shall at no time be infringed upon
in any manner whatsoever.”’

Previous to this action, the Chapter had no Trustees; probably
they were not needed on account of there being no surplus funds to
invest.

A postscript to the Minutes of October 7, 1859, says, ‘‘ The Secre-
tary announced to the Chapter that this was his birthday and he was
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seventy years old, too, and that he had been a member of this Chapter
for forty-three years, cight months and twenty-one days. After closing,
the members came forward and congratulated him on his attainment
and still possessing such good health, vigor and cheerfulness.’’

‘ Companion Daniel Thompson, having paid full dues for fifteen
years, on February 3, 1860, paid five dollars and became a life member.”’

Life membership in *‘ Old Harmony '’ is worth a great deal more
now.

December 6, 1861, Companion John L. Young was elected
Treasurer, but resigned October 3, 1862, and the office remained vacant
until December, when Companion John Beenken was elected.

October 2, 1863, Bros. R. Lloyd Lee, Christian Sharps* and
Samuel P. Jones received the M. E. M. Degree and were exalted to
Royal Arch Masonry.

This exaltation seems to mark the turning-point in the fortunes of
the Chapter. After many years of comparative inactivity, when addi-
tions were few and withdrawals many ; when so little work was done
that our officers were indifferent as to acquiring a proper knowledge of
it, so that when degrees were to be conferred, they depended upon the
officers of Sister Chapters to do it for them, there came a radical and
lasting change. At the first exaltations which followed, January 1,
1864, Companion Lee took the part of Principal Sojourner, which he
performed in a manner that attracted the attention of the members
and other officers, and in emulation of their new Companion studied
the work so as to be able to render it themselves without dependence
on visiting Companions. Companion Lee was also the means of bring-
ing into the Chapter a new element of membership, young, active and
ambitious, and from these officers were clected who not only learned
the work thoroughly, but took pride in delivering it in a fluent and
impressive manner, so that within a few years, from heing a bye-word
among the other Chapters we hecame the object of their admiration and
emulation and still remain the model for Capitular work in Pennsyl-
vania ; and to no one is the Chapter more indebted for this improve-
ment than to Companion R. Lloyd Lee, whose labors in behalf of the
Chapter since the date of his exaltation have been zealous and unceas-
ing, and have borne most abundant fruit. In this labor he was ably
assisted by others to whom too much praise cannot be awarded. In
this connection we especially name Companions Henry Christian, John

# Iuventor and manufacturer of the famous Sharps’ Rifle,
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Beenken, William J. Kelly, Franklin B. Colton ; and later Compan-
ion Geogre W. Kendrick, Jr., who so zealously labored to attain the
greatest perfection in the work and to increase the membership of the
Chapter with ‘‘ good men and true.”’ Companions, your example has
incited us to emulate your noble and glorious work of the past, and we
trust it will ever be an incentive for us to follow.

The By-Law relating to Life Membership was amended May 6,
1864, making the fee fifteen dollars; after ten years’ membership, ten
dollars ; and no fee after twenty years’ membership ; and in the follow-
ing September two hundred and fifty copies of the By-Laws were
ordered to be printed.

In November a motion was adopted authorizing the elective officers
to have refreshments prepared (for the December meeting, we pre-
sume) ‘‘ provided, the same can he provided at a cost of not over one
hundred dollars.”’

Eight years later the bill for the annual supper was $1,875.00.

October 6, 1865, sixteen petitions for the degrees and member-
ship were received, being the largest number since the institution of
the Chapter. Among them was that of a future Grand High Priest,
Companion William C. Hamilton. Companion John Beenken declin-
ing further service as Treasurer, though he had been re-elected to the
office, the Chapter on January 6, 1866, applied to the Grand Chapter for
a dispensation to hold a special election, which was held March 6, 1866,
and Companion Edward Strickland was elected and installed as
Treasurer.

At the April meeting, a Companion who had been suspended, paid
his arrearages and was placed in good standing. To this Companion,
being in indigent circumstances, a donation was made at the same
meeting.

A Grand Visitation was made to the Chapter, May 4, 1866, the
minutes recording ‘‘ the ceremonies were very amply perfornred, and
afforded much pleasure to all concerned.”’

A Committee appointed to prepare a suitable testimonial to be pre-
sented to the Secretary in appreciation of his forty-two years’ faithful
service, reported June 1, 1866, that they had procured a United States
5-20 Coupon Bond for one hundred dollars, which was presented by the
High Priest, whose remarks were feelingly responded to by the Secretary.,

Republics may be ungrateful, but Harmony Chapter has proved,
time and again, that she is not.
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At the same meeting the Chapter resolved that ‘‘ the whole of the
Trust funds shall henceforth be invested onl; in registered bonds.”

July 6, 1866, a communication from the Grand Chapter was
read, announcing a proposed amendment to the Constitution of that
body, the effect of which would be to make Past High Priests who
were not Past Masters by service, members of the Grand Chapter,
which previously they were not.

At the election December 7, 1866, Companions Henry Christian,
Daniel Brittain and John L. Young were elected Trustees. Annually
re-elected thereafter, it was a life service for two of them and we trust
it will be for the third.

On the minutes of January 4, 1867, appear the first itemized
reports of the Auditing Committee and Trustees. The Auditors report
the receipts in gross, itemizing only the disbursements, among which
we note: Grand Chapter dues, $74.93; refreshments, $190.00 ; the
balance in Treasurer’s hands, $454.19. The Trustees report the in-
vested funds of the Chapter to be $1,500.00, $1,200.00 of which is in
U. S. Bonds and $300.00 in Philadelphia City Loan.

Fifteen petitions in March and eighteen in April, 1867, shows the
rapid growth of the Chapter at this period ; among those received in
April was that of our esteemed and honored Companion, P. G. H. P.
George W. Kendrick, Jr.

A report of the Trustees, made June 7, 1867, shows the invested
fund of the Chapter to be $2,000.00, all in U..S. 5-20 bonds, valued
at $2,115.00.

September 6, 1867, amendments to the By-Laws were adopted,
making the salary of the Secretary one hundred and fifty dollars, and
of the Tyler seventy-five dollars per annum, and at the same meeting
the Trustees were authorized to invest five hundred dollars in the new
loan of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.

December 6, 1867, Companion R. Lloyd Lee was elected High
Priest and Companion William K. Bray, Treasurer. In addition to the
eleven regular meetings during the year (August only omitted) five
“‘ specials”’ were required to do the work. Quite a contrast to 1834.

The register shows that during 1867 the Mark Degree was conferred
upon nineteen ; the M. E. M. and Royal Arch, on eighty. The Mark
Lodges were then doing nearly all the work of that degree; the Chap-
ters rarely conferring it, hence the disparity in these figures, between
the Mark and the other degrees.
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At the meeting on September 4, 1868, a Preamble and Resolutions
were adopted expressive of the feelings of the Chapter upon the de-
cease of Companion Morris S. Hansell. Companion Hansell held no
official position, yet his faithful attendance and services, and his true
Masonic life had endeared him to his Companions, and he well deserved
the tribute to his memory. We note it as the first proceedings of the
kind appearing on the records of the Chapter.

December 4, 1868, Companion William J. Kelly was elected High
Priest, and the retiring High Priest, Companion R. Lloyd Lee, was
elected Treasurer, to which position he has been annually unanimously
re-elected, and we hope will continue to be for many years to come.

In the year 1868, twenty-four received the Mark degree, fifty the
Most Excellent, and forty-seven were exalted.

February 5, 1869, the M. E. Grand High Priest, Companion
George Griscom, accompanied by his Grand Officers, honored the
Chapter with an ‘‘ informal’’ visitation to exemplify the Mark Degree,
‘“ which was done by Companion Michael Nishet, Grand King, in an
eminently satisfactory manner.’’

The Trustees reported having sold the two thousand dollars U. S.
5-20 bonds for $2,187. 50, which, with $12. 50 received from the Treasurer
(in all $2,200.00), they had invested in the new Masonic Loan, and
had paid the Treasurer interest and premiums amounting to $117.88.

April 2, 1869, a communication was received from Worthington
(now Fort Washington) Chapter, No. 220, asking permission to receive
the petitions and confer the degrees upon several brethren residing in
Philadelphia. A motion was adopted granting the desired permission,
but objection being made and the High Priest doubting the validity of
the action of the Chapter, the matter was submitted to the M. E. Grand
High Priest for his decision. There appears to be no record of any
decision in this matter from the Grand High Priest, but in June this
Chapter applied to Chapter No. 220 for permission to receive a petition
from a brother residing in Newtown, Pa., and that Chapter refused it.

This brother, though geographically nearer to Fort Washington
than to Philadelphia, regarded membership in a city Chapter the most
convenient for him ; being a farmer, and in the city for market every
Friday evening he could attend the stated meetings of this Chapter
without inconvenicnce, while to attend at Fort Washington required a
special journey across an uninviting stretch of country. He joined
Chapter No. 220, but soon after dimitted and became a charter member

4
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of Chapter No. 229, at Newtown, and was, we believe, one of its
first officers.

October 1, 1869, amendments to the By-Laws were adopted rais-
ing the fees as follows :

For the Mark Degree, from $3,00 to $10.00 ; for the M. E. M. De-
gree, from $3.00 to $5.00; for the R. A. Degree, $10.00; for Life
Membership, from $15.00 to $25.00; for Life Membership after ten
years, from $7.00 to $12.00.

November 5, 1869, five hundred dollars was ordered to be invested
in new Masonic Loan,

In 1869 fifty-five received the Mark Degree, seventy-one the Most
Excellent, and sixty-two the Royal Arch.

March 4, 1870, ‘‘ Companions William J. Kelly, Alexander Kirk-
patrick, and R. Lloyd Lee were appointed a committee to meet similar
committees of the other Chapters on the subject relative to the Mark
Degree.”’

There is no record as to what particular line of action this com-
mittee was expected to take, nor of any report from them ; we are
therefore in the dark as to its object. Can Companion Kelly or Lee
enlighten us? ‘

December 2, 1870, Companion George W. Kendrick, Jr., was
elected M. E. High Priest. .

The work of this year sums up as follows: Marked, sixty-two ;
Most Excellent and Royal Arch, seventy-five, and two admissions.

The Chapter has never had a more zealous, enthusiastic, and de-
voted member than he whe occupied the High Priest’s Chair in this
year of Grace, 1871. He is so well known and so highly esteemed by
his Companions that any words your historian may write would seem
superfluous. A short sketch of his Masonic career would, however,
be not out of place. Made a Mason in Mitchell Lodge, No. 296, in
1863, from which he dimitted in 1867, and attached himself to Wash-
ington Lodge, No. 59, and became its Worshipful Master on St. John’s
day, 1869. He became a Mark Master Mason in Columbia Mark
Lodge, No. g1, in 1864, and was its Worshipful Master in 1870. Re-
ceived the M. E. M. and Royal Arch Degrees in this Chapter May 28,
1867 ; was Principal Sojourner in 1868 ; Scribe in 1869 ; King in
1870, and High Priest in 1871 ; was Grand Scribe in 1881-2; Grand
King in 1883—4, and Grand High Priest in 1885-6 ; received the Cryptic
degrees in Philadelphia Council, No. 11, R., S. E. and S. Masters, in
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1868, and was its T. I. G. M. in 1872, and was M. P. G. M. of the
Grand Council of Pennsylvania in 1886 ; received the Templar Orders
in Philadelphia Commandery, No. 2, K. T., in 1870 ; was its Eminent
Commander in 1873—4, and Grand Commander of Pennsylvania in
1881. He is a Past Officer in all the bodies of the A. and A. Rite,
and a member of the Supreme Council 33°. He has presided over the
deliberations of every Masonic Grand Body in the jurisdiction except
the Grand Lodge, and we hope he may be saluted as R. W. Grand
Master of Masons of Pennsylvania ere many years. He was appointed
Trustee on the death of Companion Henry Christian, and has since been
annually unanimously re-elected. As Chairman of the Committee on
this Centennial Celebration, his quick perception, rare judgment, and
indefatigable labor have largely contributed to its great success.

The report of the Trustees, January 6, 1871, shows the invested
fund of the Chapter to be four thousand three hundred dollars. At
this meeting ten Companions withdrew to become charter members of
St. John Chapter, No. 232. Among them were P. H. P. George W.
Kraft, who was the first King, and Companion Jacob A. Yost, the first
Scribe of the new Chapter. Two Companions also withdrew to become
charter members of Kensington Chapter, No. 233.

February 3, 1871, the Chapter unanimously recommended the
" granting of a warrant for a Chapter to be located in Media, Delaware
County (now Media Chapter, No. 234).

A register was ordered to be procured, to be in the custody of the
Tyler, in which members and visitors are to record their names before
entering the Chapter.  This book proved unsatisfactory and its record
incomplete, as many members and visitors neglecting to enter their
names a correct roll of those present could not be kept. It was aban-
doned in 1877, and the present system of “‘slips’’ substituted.

A solid gold jewel was presented to the retiring High Priest,
Companion Franklin B. Colton. This was the first of the present
pattern of our Past High Priest jewels, which have since been
annually presented by the Chapter. Formerly the testimonial consisted
of a collar, apron, and the ordinary regulation jewel.

Norristown Chapter, No. 190, was granted permission to receive
the petition of a brother residing in this city.

April 7, 1871, Past Grand High Priest Companion W. S. Mitchell,
of Missouri, honored us with a visit.

June 7, 1871, commences a new Minute Book. The last two books
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contained the hand-writing of but one Secretary, but this, like the one
commencing January, 1814, contains that of three.

There were Marked this year eighty-five brethren, the Most Ex-
cellent Degree was conferred upon one hundred and seventeen, and the
Royal Arch upon one hundred and twenty-three, an amount of work
which to this day has never been equalled in the history of Royal Arch
Masonry. ‘The nearest approach to it being in Oriental Chapter, No.
183, in 1873, when one hundred and fourteen were exalted. Companion
Kendrick may well be proud of the record of his year as High Priest.

During this year the Grand Chapter adopted some amendments to
its Constitution, by the provisions of which Past Masters by service,
who were Royal Arch Masons, were no longer admitted to membership
in the Grand Chapter (the status of those already in membership
not, however, being disturbed), confining such membership in the
future to the High Priests, Kings, and Scribes, and Past High Priests
in good standing in their Chapters; and requiring a brother to have
‘ passed the chair’’ before being eligible to receive the Mark Degree.
The effect of this last-named provision was to practically suspend the
work of the Mark Lodges and give it to the Chapters, which, until
within a few years previously, had done comparatively little ¢ Marking.’’

Amendments to the By-Laws were adopted February 2, 1872,
changing the fees as follows :

For the Mark Degree, from $10.00 to $5.00; for the M. E. M.
Degree, from $5.00 to $10.00; the Royal Arch Degree remaining at
$10.00. The annual dues were raised from $3.00 to $6.00 ; Life Mem-
bership, from $25.00 to $40.00 ; after ten years, from $12.50 to $30.00,
and after twenty years, $15.00.

March 1, 1872, the Chapter unanimously recommended the grant-
ing of a warrant for a new Chapter, to be called Girard Chapter, most
of the applicants being members of this Chapter.*

The new Chapter was constituted not under the name ‘‘ Girard,’’
but as Palestine Chapter, No. 240, and is now one of the meost flour-
ishing Chapters meeting in the Temple.

April 5, 1872 the M. E. Grand High Priest, Charles E. Meyer,

* If our memory serves us correctly, it was the intention of changing by this warrant Girard
Mark Lodge into a Chapter, but many of the Life Members of the Mark Lodge who were only Mark
Master Masous, and refusing to advance in Freemasonry, and. others who were already members of
Chapters and declining to withdraw therefrom, or from the Mark Lodge, created difficulties which
could not be overcome. The project was therefore abandoned, though that of a new Chapter was
accomplished.
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and his officers made a Grand Visitation to the Chapter.  The Grand
High Priest in his address, commenting on the work of the past year,
characterizes it as “‘ enormous.’’  The Grand Sceretary, in his report
upon the minutes, says: *“ The Sceretary clings to the ancient titles of
the officers of the Chapter, viz.: First Chicf, Sceond Chief, Third Chicf.
The Constitution of the Grand Chapter, 1824, gives the titles of High
Priest, King, and Scribe to the officers governing the Chapter, # # #
The minutes are correctly recorded, showing great industry and zeal
on the part of the venerable Companion who has for many years
occupiced the office of Sceeretary.”’

December 6, 1872, the following Preamble and Resolution offered
by P. 1I. P.'s Companions William J. Kelly and R, Lloyd Lee was
unanimously adopted, viz. ;

“WaekrrAs, Harmony Chapter, No. 52, R. A, Masons, having
been honored and blessed with the continued and able services of Com-
panion Joseph S, Riley, P. G, I ., for the period of half a century
as Sceretary, now feeling that in the evening of his life we should
remember his eminent services and arduous labors of the past, and that
we should lighten the burden of his setting sun, do hereby

“Resolve, 'That Companion Joseph 8. Riley be elected Life Hon-
orary Scercetary of Harmony Chapter, No. 52, and in token of our
grateful appreciation of his fidelity and integrity that the present salary
of that officer be continued in his favor for the remainder of his life.”’

The bangnet that evening at the Continental Hotel was attended
by over four hundred Compantions,  Companion Riley, upon heing
called upon, made a few remarks, after which he asked permission to
retire.  His scat being opposite the door he was compelled to traverse
around one-half of the large dining hall to reach the entrance.  As he
started, every Companion arose 1o his feet and commenced clapping
hands, which continned without the slightest intermission while our
venerable Companion passed around the room and out of sight in the
corridor of the hotel, It was an ovation the like of which was never
known, and which will ever be remembered by those who were so for-
tunate as to witness and take part in it.

Companion William H. Burkhardt was elected High Priest, and
Companion William H, Iist, Sccretary.

There were forty -two marked this year, fifty-seven received and
acknowledged, and fifty two exalted ; a falling off from previous years,
doubtless by reason of the change in the By-Laws in the last year,
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In the three years 18701 and 2, there were two hundred and fifty-two
brothers exalted. Your historian was Principal Sojourner during those
years and takes pride in the fact that, with the exception of one trio,
he personally conducted all of them through the ceremonies of the
degree, and challenges any Principal Sojourner in all Royal Arch
Masonry to show a similar record.

The total investments of the Chapter at this time were $6,575, all
in Masonic loan.

January 3, 1873, the Auditing Committee reported an excess in
the Treasurer’s hands of one hundred and fifty-five dollars over the
credits given to members in the cash book, and asked that a committee
be appointed to adjust the matter as can best be done in the interest of
the Chapter and its members, and recommending an entirely new set
of account books for the use of the Secretary. The Committee *‘ trust
that no Companion will infer censure on our late and much esteemed
officer. Impressed with the conviction that too much labor devolved
on our noble Companion in view of his advanced life, the Committee
unhesitatingly pass over the errors discovered as the natural result of
too pressing business on one of his age.”’ Remember, Companions,
this was a surplus, not a deficit, and about one-sixth of the amount still
remains unclaimed.

February 7, 1873, seven Companions withdrew to become Charter
members of Tristram B. Freeman Chapter, No. 243, one of whom,
Companion Edgar Fries, was the first Scribe of the new Chapter.

April 4, 1873, a Committee was appointed to visit the new
Masonic Temple and examine the rooms therein, it being open to such
Committees from 1 to 5 P. M., April 28, 29 and 30. This Committee
visited the new Temple and unanimously selected Renaissance Hall as
the place of meeting, their choice being ratified by the Chapter at its
next meeting.

The meeting held October 3, 1873, was the first in the new Masonic
Temple. ‘‘The M. E. High Priest called attention to the fact that it
had been the lot of this Chapter to be the first working Chapter to
meet in the Grand Chapter room of the new Temple ; also to the cere-
monies of the past week dedicating the new Temple, the only Temple
in the world believed to be solely devoted to Freemasonry. He also
alluded to the dedication of this Grand Chapter room to the Great
Omnipotent and the sanctity of the entire building.”’

All three degrees were conferred, your historian, as Scribe, con-
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ferring the Mark Degree, and thus has the honor of being the first to
perform any capitular work in this Temple.

New Masonic clothing and robes for the officers had been procured
and were worn for the first time, in honor of the occasion.

This was the third known instance of this Chapter being the first
to meet in a new Masonic Hall. The attendance was the largest ever
seen in Renaissance Hall, over four hundred Companions being present.

December 5, 1873, Companion William C. Hamilton was elected
M. E. High Priest. Companion Hamilton was very active in Royal
Arch Masonry until his retirement from the office of M. E. Grand
High Priest in December, 1880, when increased practice in his profession
(that of a physician) demanded so much of his time that he was unable
to pay that attention to his Masonic bodies that he desired, though, he
assures us, his interest in them is unabated.

Notice was received from the Grand Chapter of an amendment to
the Constitution fixing a limit of fee for which the Chapters in Phila-
delphia shall confer the degrees. As the limits were exactly the same
amounts as provided for in our By-Laws, there was no need of any
change by us.

April 3, 1874, an amendment to the By-Laws was adopted, the
effect of which was to place the delivery of the monthly notices entirely
under the control of the Secretary, it having formerly been the Tyler's
duty to deliver them.

At the May and June meetings thirty-six Companions withdrew
for the purpose of forming Temple Chapter, No. 248.

December 4, 1874, an amendment to the By-Laws was unani-
mously adopted making the Secretary's salary three hundred dollars
per annum.

The Preamble and Resolution adopted December 6, 1872, creating
P. G. H. P. Companion Joseph S. Riley Life Honorary Seccretary, etc.,
were ordered to be engrossed and framed for presentation to him, at a
cost not to exceed two hundred dollars.

Since meeting in the new Temple it was noticed that the proper
manipulation of the necessary apparatus for the conferring of the de-
grees, being of a much more elaborate and complicated scale than
heretofore, required some one of experience and familiar with their
construction and operations ; and the lever of the organ bellows being,
as now, in a measure outside of the room, great difficulty was experi-
enced in obtaining volunteers among the membership to work it. In
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view of these conditions the M. E. High Priest, at the meeting January
1, 1875, suggested that a Companion be regularly employed to attend
to these duties. The Clrapter approved the suggestion by adopting a
resolution empowering the M. E. High Priest to make such appoint-
ment ; which he did by appointing Companion Charles Molitor, of
Chapter No. 3, as ‘‘Assistant to Organist,”’ to attend not only to the
blowing of the organ bellows, but also to the vails and other parapher-
nalia of the several degrees’; which appointment he holds to this day.

The only other event worthy of note during this year was the
death, on August 27, of our venerable Companion Past Grand High
Priest Joseph S. Riley, aged 86 years. No encomium that we could
write could add to the lustre of his fame or the value of his services.
It is written on every page of our history for nearly sixty years.

At the request of the Most Excellent High Priest, Past High
Priest Companion William J. Kelly, at the meeting September 3, de-
livered a highly interesting and eloquent eulogy on the life, character
and services of our distinguished Companion, which was listened to
with marked attention by a large assemblage of Companions. He was
followed by remarks from the M. E. Grand High Priest Companion
Andrew Robeno, Jr., Past Grand High Priests Harman Baugh and
George Griscom, and Past High Priests John L. Young, Henry Chris-
tian, Edward Strickland, R. Lloyd Lee, George W. Kendrick, Jr.,
William N. Viguers and William H. Burkhardt of this Chapter.

December 3, 1875, Companion Philip W. Crawford was elected
M. E. High Priest, the retiring High Priest, Companion John Curtis,
being elected Secretary in place of Companion William H. List, who
declined a re-election.

The report of the Trustees, made January 7, 1876, showed the
invested fund of the Chapter to be $8,375—$6,975 in Masonic loan and
$1,400 in Philadelphia City six per cent. loan, commonly known as
‘¢ City Sixes.”’

The Auditing Committee, in their report, ‘‘ take great pleasure in
complimenting our late Secretary, Companion William H. List, upon
the neatness, correctness and efficiency he has displayed in the keeping
of the records of Harmony Chapter, leaving them in a condition to be
highly commended.”” A compliment most well deserved, for a neater
or better kept set of books it was never our lot to see, much less to
take charge of.

March 3, 1876, the M. E. High Priest appointed a Standing
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Committee on Charity of five members, to whom all petitions for relief
are to be referred. The custom thus commenced was continued by
his successors, though no provision was made in the By-Laws for such
Committee until 1884.

June 12, 1876, the Chapter was called upon to mourn the loss
of our King, Companion George L. Rauch. Companion Rauch is well
remembered by many of us. His geniality, open-heartedness, and his
uprightness as a man and a Mason endeared him to all who knew him.
His brethren appreciated his worth and honored themselves in placing
him in positions of promninence, he being at the time of his death Junior
Warden of his Lodge and Senior Warden of his Commandery. A Pre-
amble and Resolutions on his decease were adopted, and copies sent to
his family and, with his portrait, tahleted on the minutes of the
Chapter.

A Companion who had, with others, withdrawn to form Palestine
Chapter, No. 240, dimitted from that Chapter and renewed his mem-
bership in No. 52. He was charged with dues after his readmission,
but, having been a life member at the time of his withdrawal, he de-
murred at the payment of dues. The M. K. High Priest decided
(November 3, 1876,) that when he resigned his membership he volun-
tarily relinquished all his rights and privileges as a member, including
his life membership, and he returned to the Chapter as a new member
and was therefore chargeable with dues. An appeal was taken to, or
rather a conference was had with, the M. E. Grand High Priest, who
decided that his return to membership restored to him ALL the rights
and privileges he possessed at the time of his resignation, including
life membership*. The M. E. High Priest thereupon (February 1,
1878) declared said Companion to be a life member.

This decision of the M. E. Grand High Priest has governed a
number of more recent cases in this and other Chapters. It still stands
as the law of the Grand Chapter, and is the subject of frequent
reference.

The invested fund of the Chapter at the close of 1876 had reached
the total of $9,000—%7,600 being in Masonic loan.

The new Secretary, upon examining the former records and com-
paring them with the general returns to the Grand Chapter, discovered
a discrepancy between them as to the number of members in the Chap-

# This proved to be a “test case,” and the main rcason of Companion Crawford in making his
decision was to procure for our Chapters a final adjudication of the question.
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ter. In the general return to the Grand Chapter for 1876, he reported
the number in accordance with a careful calculation made upon a review
of the minutes for many years and without reference to the previous
general returns. The Grand Chapter claimed dues for about forty
more members than the Secretary reported, basing its claim upon the
last general return and the additions and subtractions of the year.
Their claim was allowed, as the Secretary could not prove his position
without requiring more attention from the Grand Officers than their
time and duties would permit. Seeing the necessity, in so large a body
as the Chapter had now become, of having a correct record of the
membership in chronological order, separate and distinct from the min-
utes, though extracted therefrom, he, during the year 1877, prepared
the present ‘‘ Register of Members,”” and in December of that year
submitted it to the Chapter. It underwent a rigid examination and
elicited flattering encomiums from many Companions, and, on motion,
unanimously adopted, the Secretary was presented with one hundred
dollars as a token of the Chapter’s appreciation of his work. At that
time the ‘‘ Register’’ contained 1,369 names of those who had been
admitted or received degrees ; it now contains 2,060. By this register
the Secretary easily convinced the Grand Secretary that his report of
the membership was correct, and that officer gracefully yielded the
point. This effected a saving to the Chapter in Grand Chapter dues
of ahout twelve dollars annually.

February 1, 1878, Past High Priests Companions John L. Young,
Edward Strickland, R. Lloyd Lee and Henry Christian were presented
with P. H. P. jewels of the pattern now used in this Chapter in appre-
ciation of their long continued services and regular attendance at its
meetings,

March 1, 1878, there being no work, the officers rehearsed the
Royal Arch Degree and Past High Priest Companion R. Lloyd Lee
conducted an examination as of a visiting Companion.

April 5, 1878, a communication was received from a number of
brethren calling attention to the want of an elevator in the building ;
that the cstimated cost would be about $2,500, which must be furnished
by the bodies meeting in the Temple, and asking of the Chapter a
donation of twenty-five dollars in aid of the project. On motion the
Chapter donated the amount asked for.

The widow of a Companion who had been donated twenty dollars
during his last illness, returned the amount to the Chapter with inter-
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est, stating that she had regarded it as a loan which she was now able
to repay, and thanked the Chapter for its kindness.

This was an occurrence not only rare, but unique.

November 1, 1878, the Royal Arch Degree was conferred with
all the offices filled by Past High Priests of the Chapter. The idea
was conceived by Companion R. Lloyd Lee, and the work was per-
formed in the presence of one hundred and six members and eighty-
three visitors. Among the latter were all the Grand Officers, Past
Grand High Priests Charles E. Meyer and George E. Wagner, the High
Priests of Chapters Nos. 3, 169, 232, 233 and 250, the Kings of Nos.
91, 240 and 250, Scribes of Nos. 3, 232 and 243, and Past High
Priests from Nos. 91, 180, 231, 232 and 243.

The rendition of the work by the ‘‘old back numbers’’ elicited
great praise from the visitors, some of whom were usually regarded as
severe critics. ‘The Roster was as follows :

Comp. William C. Hamilton (1874), M. E. Grand King, as High Priest,
- Edward P. Lescure (1843), P. G. H. P, as King.
Daniel Thompson (1844), P. G. H. P., as Scribe.
" George Griscom (1848), P. G. . P., as Treasurer.
“ Edward Strickland (1861), P. H. P,, as Secretary.
‘ George W. Kendrick, Jr. (1871) P. H. P., as Captain of the Host.
o R. Lloyd Lee (1868), P. H. P., as Principal Sojourner.
“ William H. Burkhardt (1873) P. H. P., as Chaplain.
‘“ J. Frank Knight (1877), P. H. P, as Royal .\\rch Captain.
“ Henry Christian (1865), P. H. P., as Master 3d Vail.
“ William N. Viguers (1872), P. H. P,, as Master 2d Vail.
“ John Curtis (1875), P. H. ., as Master 1st Vail.
‘““  John L. Young (1858), . H. P., as Pursuivant.
Joshua Scattergood (18s59), P. I1. P’., as Senior Master of Ceremonies.

“ Thomas S. Begley (1860), P. H. P., as Junior Master of Ceremonies.
“ William J. Kelly (1869), P. H. P, as Guide.

On December 6, 1878, was the first election at which tellers were
appointed for each office, which custom still continues. Formerly the
same tellers received the votes for all the officers, announcing the
election of the first before opening the polls for the second, and so on.
The new method resulted in the saving of over an hour’s time in
receiving and counting the votes.

The Minutes of the year 1878 were supplemented with a recapitu-
lation of the work of the year, to wit: Admissions, degrees conferred,
life members, resignations, suspensions and deaths, with a chronologi-
cal list of the present members, showing a membership of five hun-
dred and twenty-two. ‘This has been continued annually since, and it
is the intention of the Secretary to so continue it as long as he holds the
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office, and hopes that his successors will follow the example. He does
not claim credit as the originator of the idea, but bestows it ona former
Secretary, Companion John O’Brien, to whom it is rightfully due.

A communication from a Lodge in West Virginia asking aid to
build a hall was read and one dollar granted. The style of their letter
was so original and unique that your Secretary, deeming it worthy of
preservation, pasted it in the back of the Minute-Book. It certainly
was worth a dollar. ’

March 7, 1879, a brother petitioned for and received the degrees
as a ‘‘ Sojourner,’’ and the following month petitioned for membership.
This was the last ‘‘ Sojourner ’’ made in the Chapter.

The M. E. High Priest, Companion Samuel I. Givin, having been
appointed Chief of Police of the City ot Philadelphia, a number of Com-
panions had prepared a very handsome ‘¢ Chief’s’’ badge of gold, and
at a collation set at Bro. James Donaldson’s, N. W. cor. Broad and
Filbert streets, presented him therewith. Companion Givin was taken
completely by surprise, but rallied and expressed his thanks and appre-
ciation of the unexpected gift. Though out of the Chieftaincy for
several years, he still cherishes the badge as one of his most precious
mementos. As this did not take place in the Chapter, of course, there
is no record of it on the Minutes.

November 7, 1879, a communication was received from the M. E.
Grand High Priest, notifying the Chapter that no Companion could be
lawfully suspended for non payment of dues unless he had been regu-
larly summoned by a resolution of the Chapter to that effect. The
result of this construction of the law was to bring the Masonic summons
into too common use, and the younger element, especially, appeared to
regard them as a mere notification of arrearages, and paid about the
same attention to them ; never dreaming that a disregard of a summons
was one of the gravest of Masonic offences and subject to the extremest
Masonic penalties. The enforcement of this law soon led to its repeal
and a return to the old metkod, which is now the law.*

Five hundred and eight members reported December, 1879.

An amendment to the By-Laws was adopted January 2, 1880,
reducing the annual dues from six dollars to five dollars, which is the
present rate.

Amendments to the By-Laws were also adopted February 6, but
were merely changes in the text in order to make them more explicit.

#See Sections 127 and 128 of the Constitution of the Grand Chapter, adopted 1883.



The most important was the striking out the fee for affiliation of a
Royal Arch Mason. This was a novel procedure for a Masonic body
in this jurisdiction, and was received by the brethren at large with
considerable comment. The wisdom of the measure soon became so
apparent, that several Chapters, as well as Lodges and Commanderies,
have followed our example and abolished affiliation fees.

In March an order for two hundred and fifty dollars was drawn for
investment, this sum made the invested fund of the Chapter ten thou-
sand dollars.

April 2, 1880, a resolution was adopted authorizing the M. E.
High Priest to have refreshments prepared for the Companions on the
nights of meeting, whenever in his judgment he may deem it expe-
dient, the cost not to exceed thirty-five dollars per meeting.

It is under this resolution that our monthly refreshments are
served, but it was not long before the limit of expense was exceeded.
The effect upon the attendance was soon marked. From an average of
about forty present at each meeting, about one-half of whom retired
long before the Chapter closed, leaving but a ¢ Corporal’s guard " to
‘“bear the burden and heat of the day,” it rapidly increased to an
average of one hundred and fifty (now over two hundred), nearly all
of whom remained until the close, encouraging the officers by their
presence and interest in the work.

It also greatly influenced the amount of work, the number of
petitions increasing proportionately to the increase in interest ; so that,
in advancing the interests and prosperity of the Chapter, it has been
money most profitably expended.

A communication from the Grand Lodge was received May 7,

1880, announcing that a New Redemption Loan at 5 per cent. had been
issued, and that the outstanding 6 per cent. loan would be rcdeemed
in cash or exchanged for the new 5 per cent. Of course the Chapter
‘“ exchanged.”’
] August 6, 1880, the death was announced of Past Grand High
Priest Companion Joseph R. Chandler, who died July 1o0. Companion
Chandler received the Most Excellent and Royal Arch Degrees Febru-
ary 2, 1827, was King in 1828, High Priest in 1829, 30 and 38, was
M. E. Grand High Priest in 1835 and 1839 and R. W. Grand Master
of Masons of Pennsylvania in 1831-2. He was also prominent in
public life, having been for several terms a member of U. S. Congress,
and during one Presidential term, U. S. Minister to Italy.
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There had been annually a gradual decrease in the number of
applicants for the degrees since 1871, caused mainly by the financial
panic of 1873, until 1880, when only six were exalted, which was the
smallest number since 1862; since 1880 there has been a steady increase.

January 7, 1881, the Secretary presented a report of the work done
the previous year, a custom which he has since annually followed.

October 8, 1881, a Grand Visitation was made to the Chapter, and
a report upon the Minutes was read by the Grand Secretary. Some
criticisms were indulged in ; one of which scores the Secretary (Com-
panion List) for not recording the name of the objector in noting an
objection to an applicant for the degrees. Some years after, a similar
case occurred, and the present Secretary bearing in mind this criticism
did place the objector’s name on the Minutes and got a ‘‘rap over the
knuckles”’ from the same Grand Secretary for doing it. Oh! Con-
sistency ! '

In answer to a question from this Chapter the M. E. Grand High
Priest defined the rule governing inquiries from one Chapter to another
regarding ‘‘ Masonic objections’’ to applicants for degrees. It is the
rule under which we now act in such cases.

January 6, 1882, a communication from the Grand Chapter was
read, giving notice of the adoption by that body of amendments to the
Constitution establishing the system of Representatives from Chapters
in lieu of the proxy system formerly in vogue, and on February 3,
1882, the Chapter held its first election for Representative, Past High
Priest Companion Alexander McCune was chosen, and has since been
annually re-elected.

June 2, 1882, three Companions, Joseph T. McClellan, J. New-
ton Marshall and Thomas McCully, resigned to become applicants for
the warrant of Montgomery Chapter, No. 262, at Ardmore, Montgom-
ery County. At the organization of the new Chapter, Companion
McClellan was made King, Companion Marshall, Scribe and Companion
McCully, Secretary, which office the latter still holds. Thus was old.
Harmony honored by the new Chapter.

October 6, 1882, Companion Richard M. Johnson was exalted, he
having received the preceding degrees July 7.

Companion Johnson soon made his mark in Royal Arch Masonry,
and now in less than twelve years we are honored by his being M. E.
Grand Scribe. His career in the Chapter and in Freemasonry is too
familiar to us all to need further reference here. .
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Five hundred and eighteen members at the close of 1882.

April 6, 1883, a communication from a joint committee of Mark
Lodges Nos. 91 and 214 was received, asking the appointment of a
Committee to join with the other Masonic bodies in forming a conven-

$tion to consider the advisability of establishing a Masonic Home. ‘The
Committee was appointed, the convention was held, and our Home at
Broad and Ontario streets is the result.

At the same meeting Companion William H. Shuster presented
the Chapter with a complete set of tableware, which was accepted, and
the thanks of the Chapter returned to the Companion for the liberal
gift. It consists of a complete service for two hundred and fifty people.

At the meeting May 4, 1883, a resolution was adopted setting
aside a certain portion of the annual receipts to establish a fund for the
proper celebration of the approaching Centenary of the Chapter. The
specified amount was so appropriated in December of that year, but as a
large element in the Chapter deemed this action premature it was never
followed up, and a year or two afterwards this special amount was
merged into the permanent fund. Had the project been carried to its
intended conclusion the Chapter would now have had about three thou-

- sand dollars specially available for this occasion.

July 6, 1883. A communication from the Grand Secretary was
read stating that there were no objections on the records against
Brother .

This was the first of these communications ever sent to the Chap-
ter, and was in accordance with the Constitution of the Grand Chapter,
which had just been adopted by that body. Prior to this time no report
of petitions, etc., had been sent to the Grand Secretary, it not being
required under the former Constitution.

November 2, 1883, ‘‘Most Excellent Masters’ Lodge opened ;
Companion Ellsworth H. Hults, King, in the E .*., made a brief but
eloquent, interesting and humorous address, congratulating the M. E.
High Priest, Companion James H. Anderson, upon his recent marriage
and, in behalf of a number of the Companions of the Chapter, pre-
sented him with a French parlor clock and pair of bronze figures, as a
token of their appreciation of his worth as a man and a Mason, and in
commemoration of his becoming a Benedict.

Though taken completely by surprise, Companion Anderson soon
rallied, and in a few neat and happy remarks thanked the Companions
for their appropriate gift.
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Five hundred and thirty-seven members at the close of the year.

The Convention of Masonic bodies on the subject of the Masonic
Home presented a communication March 7, 1884, embodying resolu-
tions of organization. The Chapter, by resolution, appointed M. E.
High Priest Companion Ellsworth H. Hults its Representative to the*
Home, in which capacity he has continuously served until the present
time, and we hope will for many years in the future.

Amendments to the By-Laws were adopted May 2, 1884, the most
important being that the continuance of the ‘‘ Register of Members,”’
which heretofore had been voluntary, was made mandatory, and an
Article was added providing for a Standing Committee on Charity. A
Committee on Charity had been annually appointed since 1876, but had,
previously to this amendment, no recognition in the written law of the
Chapter.

A Grand Visitation was made to the Chapter June 6, 1884. The
Grand Secretary’s report on the minutes criticises some of the acts of
the Chapter, and also raps ‘the Secretary over the knuckles in one
or two instances; but Grand Officers themselves are not infallible,
as is evidenced by comparing this report with one made a few years
previously. :

The year 1884 closes with five hundred and thirty-eight members.

October 2, 1885, a CoMPANION petitioned the Chapter for the
Mark and Most Excellent Degrees and membership.

This may sound strange to the ears of some Companions, but he
was already a Royal Arch Mason, regularly dimitted from Chapter
Harmony, No. 56, England. The Mark and Most Excellent Degrees
are not a portion of the English capitular system nor a prerequisite to
the Royal Arch, therefore he was not in possession of them and could
not affiliate in this country without receiving them. Hence the lan-
guage of the petition.

An amendment having been proposed to the Constitution of the
Grand Chapter, requiring all Chapters in the City of Philadelphia to
fix their annual dues at not less than six dollars, this Chapter, Novem-
ber 6, 1885, unanimously adopted a Preamble and Resolutions protest-
ing against such action on the part of the Grand Chapter, instructing
its officers and Representative and requesting its other members of the
Grand Chapter to vote against the proposed amendment. ‘This amend-
ment was rejected in Grand Chapter by a most decided majority.

A Grand Visitation was made by the M. E. Grand High Priest,
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Companion George W. Kendrick, Jr., and the Grand Officers Novem-
ber 6. ‘The Grand High Priest delivered an eloquent address, which -
was listened to with marked attention and is entered in full upon the
minutes. ‘The Grand Secretary had but one fault to find in the min-
utes, which is satisfactorily explained in a note at the end of that
evening’s minutes.

Nothing of special interest appears to have transpired in 1886, the
quantity of work being steadily on the increase ; the year closing with
six hundred and eight members.

January 7, 1887, a committee was appointed to select a vacant
room in the Masonic Home and furnish it in the name and at the ex-
pense of the Chapter. This Committee reported, March 4, having
furnished the principal chamber in the southern building of the Home
(No. 3333 North Broad street) in the general style and appearance of
the furniture of the other rooms, but with a careful attention to the
superior quality both of material and manufacture, making it the best-
furnished room in the entire establishment, being materially assisted
therein by the liberality of those from whom the various articles were
procured, they being in nearly every instance furnished at first cost.
The expense of furnishing the room amounted to two hundred and
fifty-seven dollars and seventeen cents.* In addition thereto the
following donations were made :

By Companion Henry Dilg, labor and material.

By Past High Priest Companion Alexander McCune, a number of
handsomely framed pictures.

By Companion David W. Shannon, two brass towel racks.

By Brother Henry Hopkins, toilet set of seven pieces.

By Mersrs. Trymby, Hunt & Co., a handsome plush cushion for
the rocking chair.

By Mrs. R. Lloyd Lee, bureau cover, pin cushion, whisk-holder, etc.

December 2, 1887, Companion Daniel Brittain declined a re-elec-
tion as Trustee on account of business engagements, which would
probably prevent him devoting the attention to the duties thereof as he
desired ; whereupon the Chapter unanimously adopted resolutions ex-

# In the report of the Committee, of which the above is an extract, the cost was placed at
$250.92. The apparent discrepancy arose from the fact that one item of furniture not being completed
and no bill furnished, its cost was estimated. At the next meeting the Committee made a supple-
mentary report, announcing the entire completion of the work and asking an appropriation of $6.25,
to cover difference between the estimate and the actual cost of the article referred to. This additional
appropriation is included in the amount given above, which is the correct total cost to the Chapter of
furnishing the room.

5
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pressive of their appreciation of his services and regretting his desire

. to withdraw therefrom, and, to cap the climax, unanimously re-elected
him to the position, which significant act on their part constrained him
to withdraw his declination. :

It being announced that the Brethren had formed an Art Associa-
tion, for the purpose of appropriately decorating and ornamenting the
interior of the Temple, the Chapter resolved to become a member
thereof, and Past High Priest Companion Edward Strickland was
appointed its Representative. »

Six hundred and twenty-four members at the close of 1887.

February 3, 1888, the Chapter paid the fee of twenty dollars
and thereby became a Life Member of the Masonic Temple Art Asso-
ciation.

A Grand Visitation by the M. E. Grand High Priest Companion
Matthias H. Henderson and the Grand Officers was made to the Chapter
September 7. For a wonder the Grand Secretary had no adverse criti-
cism to make upon the minutes.

The Secretary announced that he had opened a new Ledger, and
asked that a committee be appointed to examine the same and report as
to the accuracy of the transfer of accounts. The Committee reported
that the accounts had been correctly transferred.

Six hundred and fifty-two members at the close of 1888.

January 4, 1889, Past High Priest Companion William J. Kelly
addressed the Chapter, reviewing the services of Past High Priest Com-
panion R. Lloyd Lee, who had just been installed Treasurer for the
twenty-first consecutive year, and concluded by presenting him, in
behalf of a number of the Companions, with a handsome bronze bust
of himself (Lee) of heroic size, mounted on an elaborate pedestal of
polished walnut. Companion Lee, not having had the slightest inti-
mation of the affair, was taken completely by surprise, but replied in
an eloquent and feeling manner. '

March 1, 1889, four petitions were received for membership and
twenty-one for the degrees and membership, being a total of twenty-
five, the largest number we believe that was ever received by any
Chapter at one meeting.

May 3, it was unanimously resolved that a Past High Priest’s jewel
of the Chapter pattern be presented to Past High Priest Companion
John Beenken in view of his many services to Royal Arch Masonry
and to this Chapter in years long past.
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June 7, one hundred dollars was appropriated for the relief of the
sufferers by the Johnstown flood.

A memorial tablet with portrait and resolutions in memory of Past
High Priest Companion John L. Young is entered on the minutes of
October 4.

Six hundred and ninety-five members in 1889.

January 3, 1890, a communication from the Grand Secretary was
read announcing the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution
prohibiting Chapters from making Life Members without fee unless the
Companion has been a member in good standing at least twenty-five
years. : :

In the minutes of February 7, 1860, appearsa tablet to the memory
of Past High Priest Companion J. Frank Knight. The Secretary
regrets not being able to procure a photograph of our Companion, but
there was none known to be in existence, none having been taken, at
least for many years previously.

A Grand Visitation by M. E. Grand High Priest Companion James
S. Barber and the Grand Officers was made October 3, 18go. ‘The
Grand Secretary reported the minutes ‘¢ correctly written ’ and ‘it is
a pleasure to go over these minutes,’’ etc. etc. Your Secretary felt
highly flattered by this report.

Seven hundred and thirty-eight members, St. John’s day, 189o.

February 6, 1891, the Secretary was authorized to procure a table
with drawers and suitable receptacles for the Register of Members,
Book of Marks, etc. This is the walnut table now used for that pur-
pose.

A tablet to the memory of Past High Priest Companion Henry
Christian appears (with portrait) on the minutes of September 4, 1891.

At the meeting held October 2, Past Grand High Priest Compan-
ion George W. Kendrick, Jr. was appointed Trustee, in place of Com-
panion Henry Christian, deceased.

Grand Visitation again, on November 6, 1891, this time by M. E.
Grand High Priest Companion Alexander H. Morgan and his officers.
Your Secretary was again highly flattered by the report of the Grand
Secretary. i

Seven hundred and fifty-five members.

June 3, 1892, M. E. Grand High Priest Companion Alexander H.
Morgan visited the Chapter and caused his dispensation to be read
empowering the Chapter to confer the Mark Degree upon Brother
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George M. McCune at sight in his presence, and subsequently to confer
the Most Excellent and Royal Arch Degrees upon the said Brother.
Although the prerogative of making Masons at sight had been occa-
sionally exercised by Grand Masters, this is the first instance, so far
as we know, of a Grand High Priest conferring any of the Capitular
degrees ‘‘ at sight.”

' The Brother so ‘* marked ’’ isa son of Past High Priest Companion
Alexander McCune. He became a member by petition before the
close of the year, and if he should prove to be a ‘‘chip of the old
block,’’ he will be a faithful and valuable one.

September 2, 1892, it was unanimously resolved, ‘‘ That a Com-
mittee consisting of the elective officers of the Chapter and ten Com-
panions be appointed to consider upon the best and most appropriate
manner of properly celebrating the approaching one hundredth Anni-
versary of the institution of the Chapter, and report the result of their
deliberations at as early a date as possible.”

[In order to avoid repetition, further proceedings of the Chapter
in reference to the Centennial Celebration is omitted from this history.
They will be found in full on pages 3—5 of this volume, and have
doubtless already been perused by the reader.]

October 7, the illness of the M. E. High Priest was announced,
and many of the members expressed their feelings thereon, and on the
29th of the month, the Chapter was without a head; Companion
GEORGE ANTON OcHs had passed away, laying aside the mitre of his
earthly career to assume the crown of a glorious immortality. ‘There
are few of us who do not remember his warm-heartedness, his manli-
ness, his kindly smile and his genial humor. At the next meeting,
November 4, an eloquent tribute to his memory was delivered by Past
Grand High Priest Companion George W. Kendrick, Jr., followed by
remarks from other members, Resolutions were adopted which were
recorded in a tablet to his memory and the entire minutes of that meet-
ing placed in mourning. Companion Ochs though dead will long live
in the hearts of his Companions of Harmony Chapter.

Seven hundred and ninety-three members in December, 1892.

Amendments to the By-Laws were adopted May 5 and September
1, 1893, and they with the portions not then amended are now the By-
Laws of the Chapter.

September 1, 1893, an edict of the M. E. Grand High Priest was
read directing the removal of the altar from its former position in the
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Chapter to that which it now occupies. Old Harmony, always to the
front, was the first to conform to this new order. The altar having
occupied its new position at the Stated Meeting of the Chapter in
June. .

November 3, 1893, the last Grand Visitation in our first century
was made by M. E. Grand High Priest Companion Edgar A. Tennis
and the Grand Officers. The Grand Secretary again reports the
minutes ‘‘ correct.’’

Eight hundred and forty-one members at the close of 1893.

Little of special interest has transpired during the present year
beyond the general interest felt in the ‘‘ Centennial’’ and the doings
of the Committee thereon, except in the months of January and
February Past Grand High Priest Companion George W. Kendrick,
Jr., by invitation of the M. E. High Priest, officiated at the conferring
of the degrees upon several candidates, including his two sons, the
youngest of whom was made a Mason ‘‘at sight’’ in Washington
Lodge, No. 59, by R. W. Grand Master Brother (Companion) Michael
Arnold, and who being yet under twenty years of age, we claim to be
the youngest Royal Arch Mason in America.

At the meeting held March 2, 1894, Past High Priest Companion
Francis M. Highley, of Oriental Chapter, No. 183, presented the Chap-
ter with a copy of its By-Laws printed in 1810, a most interesting relic,
which was ordered to be placed in the archives of the Chapter ; and the
thanks of the Chapter were unanimously tendered Companion Highley
for the rare gift.

The Treasurer Companion R. Lloyd Lee has kindly furnished us
the following history of the finances of the Chapter, thus saving us an
immense amount of research. The Treasurer’s book for the first fifty
years (as well as the first Minute Book) is lost, therefore no account can
be given of that time. From 1843 to 1862 the total receipts were
$4,200.00 ; from 1863 to 1868, $7,400.00, and from 1868 to the close
of 1893, the time of Companion Lee’s official service, $87,000.00.

At the close of the century there is a total of 2,060 names on the
‘‘ Register >’ of the Chapter. ‘There have been 160 admissions of Royal
Arch Masons to membership, including five charter members and
readmissions of resigned and suspended Companions. The Mark de-
gree has been conferred upon 1,118, the Most Excellent on 1,624 and
the Royal Arch upon 1,963. We close our first century to-day with
eight hundred and seventy-six members.
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Companions, the record of our first hundred years is complete, and
it is one of which every Companion may well be proud. At the risk
of being considered prolix we have noted every event or act of import-
ance done in or by the Chapter of which we could glean accurate
information from any source; omitting nothing except one event
occurring more than thirty years ago, over which we throw the broad
mantle of Masonic charity, saying only that the Companion’s derelic-
tion was caused by his misfortunes, and in after years he made atone-
ment and died respected and honored by all. In future years when all
who knew him personally have passed away the historian of our second
century may supply our omission without causing an eye to dim ora
sad memory to rise in the heart of any of his readers.

In its earlier days Freemasonry was much more exclusive than

now. It was a high honor to be a member of the Craft, and none but
the best of our citizens could gain admission within its portals. Royal
Arch Masonry was still more exclusive and a penetration into its
mysteries still more difficult of attainment ; none but those who had
proved themselves worthy, who had served with zeal and fidelity in the
Symbolic Lodge, none but those who received a recommendation
thereto, expressed by a vote of their brethren, could be exalted to the
Supreme degree of the Royal Arch.
- Notwithstanding this rigid exclusiveness, Harmony Chapter waxed
strong in numbers and influence. Indirectly the mother of the oldest
Grand Chapter in America, if not in the world, her influence in that
body has always been great, and always exercised for the true interests
of the Royal Art.

Guided by true and faithful Companions on the throne and at the
desk, her career was prosperous until the public mind, swayed by rumors
which afterwards were proven to be false, conceived a hatred of the
institution, which culminated in social ostracism and political persecu-
tion. ‘Then what a change ! Maily, lacking the moral courage to brave
the frenzy of an unreasoning populace, fell by the wayside and re-
nounced the fraternity rather than assist to stem the tide of a fanatical
revolution. Then did old Harmony suffer a diminution of her mem-
bership until only thirteen were left. Then did the fidelity and devo-
tion of that little band, especially that of ONE MAN, shine out with an
effulgence that still remains undimmed.

Passing through this critical period thoygh preserving her organiza-
tion and holding many meetings, yet weakened both numerically and
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financially, her recovery was slow, and for many years thc effects of the
blight were seen in the paucity of the work and the apathy of the
membership. Other Chapters were constituted with active material,
who, attracting the brotherhood, old Harmony was relegated to the rear,
and though degrees were conferred, yet the applicants were few and the
little work to be done was performed for us by visiting Companions of
sister Chapters. But this was not to be forever; a few of those who
came to us were imbued with a spirit and determination to advance the
interests of the Chapter; making themselves proficient in the work
they performed it themselves. Then another change. Seekers after
capitular knowledge were attracted hitherward, and old Harmony again
forged to the front, there to remain. Enthusiasm in official station begat
enthusiasm in the body at large, manifested in the rapidly-increasing
number of applicants and consequent accessions to membership, and
proficiency has made us the mark and model by which the standard of
accuracy is measured. So it continues, and so may it continue until
the end of time. Amen.

The quartette then sang

The God of Abraham Praise. (Wood.)

The God of Abraham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above, N
Ancient of everlasting days
And God of Love.
Jehovah Great 1am,
By carth and heaven confessed,
I bow and bless the sacred name
For ever blest.

The God of Abraham praise,
At whose Supreme command,
From earth I risce and seck the joys
At His right hand.
I all on carth forsake,
Its wisdom, faith and power,
And Him my only portion make
My shicld and tower.

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest of the Grand Holy Royal
Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania, Companion Edgar A. Tennis, addressed
the Chapter as follows :

I have listened with much interest and pleasure to your exercises
thus far commemorative of the constitution of this harmonious body.
The atmosphere is full of the fragrance of kind feeling and brotherly
love, and I realize that within these tiled walls is a pleasant place to
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linger upon this memorable occasion. Age has much to do with the
admiration, respect and reverence bestowed upon any object, and when
to any body is accorded a hundred years of useful prosperity it is fitting
that we celebrate and make glad the hearts of those whose hands help
fashion and whose voices, with happy ring, sing the praises of their
creed. This is your day and hour of rejoicing. I do not have the
good fortune to be a member of this celebrated Chapter, and dare not,
therefore, occupy much of your time. I imagine you feel much more
important and venerable than the Grand Body, which I have the honor
to represent, and it would be unwise, therefore, as well as unkind to
say much about another body, when so much that is praiseworthy can
be said of you.

While the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania is the oldest on this
continent, having been opened under the immediate sanction of the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania on the 23d of November, 1795, with
William Ball, then Grand Master, as Grand High Priest, yet you are
older than our Grand Chapter, and are celebrating your Centennial
Anniversary a year in advance of the Grand Body to which you are
loyal, as well as one of its brightest stars.

The Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania was invested with full powers
to elect all its officers, saving that the Right Worshipful Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge for the time being, if of that degree, should always
preside as High Priest. ,

It also had power to make its own By-Laws and to hear and deter-
mine all complaints from Chapters, etc., the only restriction being that
the said Grand Royal Arch Chapter should not at any time raise any
brother to the degree of Royal Arch. In 1824 the Grand Chapter was,
as at present, reorganized—its record for conservatism and its due
regard for all the ancient usages, customs and landmarks is our pride
as it is the admiration of the Masonic world.

One hundred and sixty-three Chapters have been constituted,* of
which number one hundred and twenty are now in existence, with a
membership of over fifteen thousand, your own Chapter ranking second
in point of number, but equal to any in your devotion to Royal Arch
Masonry and practice of its principles. You are to be congratulated

* The total number of Chapters organized under Blue Lodge Warrants was seventeen. The
Grand Chapter commenced the issuance of warrants to new Chapters with No. 133. The apparent
discrepancy between the total number of Chapters and the number of the latest warrant issued is thus
accounted for, and not, as is generally supposed, by Chapters going out of existence.
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not only upon the many years of your existence, but for the record you
have made during those years. Your present membership of nearly
one thousand, with an equal number who have passed to the Grand
Chapter above, is a membership of which you can feel justly proud,
and when we consider the influence which these good men and true
must exert upon society then only can we begin to appreciate Harmony
Chapter as it exists upon its hundredth anniversary.

It is beautiful as well as honorable to grow old, and this applics
alike to individuals and societies. We have heard that Masonry is
grand because she is old, but Masonry is old because she is grand.
Our fraternity would not have withstood obloquy and persecution nor
endeared itself to generations had it not been grand and good, and I
am proud to remark in all sincerity that Masonry never stood so high
in the esteem of its adherents or in the favor of the public as at the
present moment. ‘Time has done its work. The prejudices of the past
are in a great measure obliterated and the world has learned to estimate
the true character of our fraternity by the respectability of its long line
of membership and by the purity of the moral and social influences
which have emanated from it. Masonry survives all other organiza-
tions because it has a definite object; other organizations pass away
because their objects are not deep and broad enough ; it does not believe
in ‘‘the survival of the fittest,”” but in stretching out a helping hand
to the feeble, the suffering and the needy. ‘‘Bear ye one another’s
burdens ;”’ we that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak ;
it acts upon the law not of natural but of moral selection, recognizes
the brotherhood of man, and encourages, strengthens and helps one
another because we are brethren.

Many elements and systems contribute to bring about fraternal
feelings, but Freemasonry is the noblest of them all. It has an attrac-
tion for the brother whose head is silvered over with age as well as for
the ambitious inquiring student as he enters upon life’s work.

We are bound together by wants and cares, by necessities and
sorrows, by hopes and joys. Ours is a genial, social, companionable
and fraternal system. The Mason’s heart and hand go together to
those of his brother, and the initiate who does not feel within his soul
the stirrings of this high and noble impulse is not a real brother, and
though degrees and orders are piled heaven high upon him they but
sink him to a deeper moral abyss. There is no such brotherhood else-
where. Man meets no such response from his fellow-man outside the
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pale of the Masonic institution. No such tie of brotherly affection is
found among any of the religious organizations of our day. There is
no brotherhood in politics save the cohesive power of public plunder,
and that has in it no element that ministers consolation or sympathy to
the sorrowful. Its manifestations in church and State are like angel’s
visits.

May heaven speed the day when the blessings and privileges of
Royal Arch Masonry shall be fully known and appreciated, and may a
kindly Providence watch over the works of Harmony Chapter, and
when your members cease to labor may you each receive ‘‘a white
stone and in that stone a new name written which no man knoweth
save he that receiveth it.”’ '

The quartette then sang

Shout, Ye High Heavens. (Dow.)
Shout, ye high heavens, and laugh, O ye skies,
Earth high and lowest, rejoicing arise,
Soar, ye black storm clouds, fast dropping with rain,
Wave palms with glory o'er valley and plain ;
Shout, O ve mountains, lift, fountain, vour spray,
Hills, vales, resounding, all welcome this day.

Past High Priest Companion the Honorable Michael Arnold, Right
Worshipful Grand Master of Masons of Pennsylvania, addressed the
Chapter as follows :

Most Excellent High Priest, you honor the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania in calling upon the Grand Master to speak to you on this
occasion, for which we tender you our sincere thanks.

The relations between the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and the
Grand Chapter are so intimate that the two mayv be called one. They
came from the same root, they have the same trunk and they are the
two branches of the tree. ‘The whole of Freemasonry is confined
to, and comprised in the three degrees of the Blue Lodge, supplemented
by the degree of Royal Arch Masonry. That is all there was in an-
cient Masonry and all there ever can be in real Masonry. Everything
else grafted on this trunk is a mere graft. Beautiful though the graft
may be, beautiful its flower and its fruit, yet we must remember that
when we have received the degree of Royal Arch Masonry, we have
then received the summit and completion of true Freemasonry. The
degree of Royal Arch Masonry was once conferred under the authority
of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and while there was no separate
Grand Chapter existing, there was, nevertheless, a Grand Chapter in
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the Grand Lodge, and not until about seventy years ago did the two
Liodies become distinct and separate.

This society, my Companions, is a society of men, and the very
essence of its life consists in secrecy. If you bring in brass bands and
big shows and mix them up with Masonry, Masonry goes out. It
began in the beginning as a secret society, a society of men who met
together in secret; doing what they had to do, laudable, just and
proper although it was ; nevertheless, it was enacted in secret for them-
selves : hence it is ; the obligation is that we will keep secret what is
here imparted to us.

Having received the three degrees in Freemasonry, we are left,
we all know, with something incomplete ; we have not the true * * *
but a substitute for it, and our predecessors wisely evolved the degree
of Royal Arch Masonry for the purpose of finding that true * * * 3%
and finding it by a ceremony beautiful, ornate and scriptural. That
was the condition of Ancient Freemasonry. And itis a pleasure, my
brethren, to contemplateé the fact that we, as Pennsylvanians, can justly
claim that we are the oldest Grand Lodge and the oldest Grand Chap-
ter this side of the ocean, and that we have kept nearer the ancient
landmarks of the Fraternity than any of the others. It is creditable to
Pennsylvania Masons to know that in the Royal Arch degree of Penn-
sylvania there is less levity than in some other places, and the Com-
panions are not disposed to make that degree a source of merriment.
The brethren should strive to keep the degree of Royal Arch Masonry
a ceremony of becoming solemnity. ]

My brethren, it really is something grand to comtemplate the
lesson taught in the Royal Arch degree ; the reproduction of the life of
our Jewish brethren, the trials and tribulations they went through and
their final restoration and triumph, rebuilding the house of the Lord
and the recovery of the lost * * * *

It is the right of every man in this world to belong to any society
he sees fit and his right cannot be gainsaid ; but it should be under-
stood that at the beginning Masonry consisted only of the Chapter and
the Lodge.

Through all the period of excitement, during the opposition and
persecution, called the Anti-Masonic excitement in Pennsylvania, and,
indeed, throughout the Northern States generally (which was mere
political opposition after all), our opponents thought that the worst that
could be said of a man was that he was a Royal Arch Mason. They
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imagined that we must be something akin to the devil, but it was all
done for effect, simply to carry an election ; and when the Anti-Masons
carried one election and proved themselves unfit to govern, the ex-
citement subsided, persecution ceased and Freemasonry began to
revive.

My brethren, you have a right to be proud that you are Masons.
Think of it ! Is there any society that has stood the length of time this
society has existed? Nowhere can you find a body of men of as good
character, as good principles as in the Lodge and Chapter. Good men
seek us, we do not seek them ; we are a society with one mind, one
sympathy, one object. As you go through the world meeting Masons,
althou'gh you may not need aid from them, nevertheless you always
feel when you are among Masons that you are near friends and
that if you do need aid they are the persons to whom you can go to
get it.

From the beginning, Masonry in the Lodge consisted of two parts
—Masonic work and Masonic refreshment. After the Loodge work was
over refreshments were brought into the Lodge room, and so in the
Chapter. Not having the facilities which we have now or a large ban-
queting hall to go to, refreshments were brought into the Lodge, hence
it was that a stranger to the entertainment contributed to it. Refresh-
ments of the old-fashioned plain and simple kind were enjoyed just as
much as we do the more elaborate banquets.

A man who withdraws from the company of his fellow-man does
not get the satisfaction out of life that men get from meeting with men,
talking to men and refreshing himself with men.

All the odium that has been cast on Freemasonry has been by
persons who were not Masons. A Mason does not have to make any
excuses when he goes home if he does go to Lodge, and if you ever
hear any stories about people telling their wives that they were at the
Lodge when they were not you may make up your minds they were
not Masons.

My Companions of Harmony Chapter, I am delighted to be with
you to-night. I have knowledge of your Chapter and its prosperity
and the character and personnel of your officers and members.

I have no doubt I shall enjoy myself with you the rest of the
evening, feeling that I am among brethren and friends.

The quartette then sang
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The Glorious King. (Faure.)

As pants the wearied hart for cooling springs,
That sinks exhausted in the summer’s chase,
So pants my soul for Thee, Great King of kings,
So thirsts to reach Thy sacred dwelling-place

Oh, Thou, who art the Glorious King!

Be Thou my guide, my stay, and I will ever sing to Thee,
Hosannah, hosannah, praised be the Lord,

Bless Him, who cometh to bring us salvation.

Why faint, my soul, why doubt Jehovah's aid ?
Thy God, the God of mercy, still shall prove,

Within His courts Thy thanks shall yet be paid,
Unquestioned be His faithfulness and love.

Companion David H. Lovejoy, Chaplain, closed the exercises with
prayer, viz. :

Almighty and everlasting God, Thy omniscient mind brings all
things in review, past, present and to come ; Thine omnipotent arm
directs the countless and grand movements of Thy vast creation ; Thine
omnipotent eye pervades the secret recesses of every soul ; Thy bound-
less beneficence supplies us with every enjoyment and comfort ; and
Thine unspeakable perfections and glory surpass the understanding of
men. We offer Thee, O Almighty God! our Supreme Father, our
hearty praises for Thy mercies bestowed on our beloved Chapter during
the first century of its existence ; that from a few it has become a large
host ; that wisdom, truth, love and strength have been given to its
Companions, and that they have so richly received Thy loving kindness
and have been anointed by the beautiful spirit of harmony. We be-
seech Thee, O Lord! to be with us and with those who shall come
after us, as Thou hast been with the fathers of our Chapter ; leave us
not nor forsake us; incline our hearts to Thyself, to walk in all Thy
ways and to keep Thy commandments and Thy judgments. May the
principles of our profession—Holiness to the Lord—be transmitted
through this Chapter pure and unimpaired from generation to genera-
tion. May all those who shall be officers of this Chapter be endowed
with wisdom to discern and fidelity to promote its true interests. May
all its members ever be mindful of the duty they owe to Thee, their
God, the love they owe their equals, the obedience they owe their
superiors and the good-will they owe all mankind. Be Thou the ever
Faithful Guide and Guardian of this Chapter and of its every Com-
panion in all the vicissitudes of life ; and when we shall have passed
through all the paths and vails of our earthly pilgrimage, bring us
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unto Thy pure courts above, forever to dwell in the harmony of holi-
ness, love and happiness, and to Thy great name we give all honor,
praise and glory evermore. Amen.
Nothing further offering, the Chapter closed in peace at ten min-
utes before six o’clock.
Joun Curtis, Sec'y.

THE BANQUET.

After the Chapter closed, the members and invited guests repaired
to the Banquet Hall of the Temple, where the Grand Chaplain, Past
High Priest Companion Henry S. Getz, invoked the Divine blessing ;
upon the conclusion of which the company, being seated according to
the table-plan on page 89, disposed of the following

Menu.
Raw Oysters, Half Shell,
Sauterne,
Bisque of Lobster, Rasped Sandwiches,
Sherry,
Salmon Cutlets, Supreme Sauce,
Potato Hollandaise, Cucumbers,
Filet of Beef, Mushrooms,
Champagne, A
Potato Croquets, French Peas,

Roman Punch * Souvenir,”
Salted Almonds,

Small Cigars,

Chicken, Terrapin,
Dressed Lettuce, Tomatoes, Olives,
Roquefort Cheese, Benton Crackers,
Fancy Cake, fce Cream, Fruit Ices,
Cigars, Cosaques,

Coffee.



quet Hall--M ic Temple, Broad and Filbert Streets.
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During the discussion of the menu the following instrumental
music was performed, under the direction of Brother William A. Joseph :

1. March, ** Liberty Bell,” . . . . . . . Sousa.

2. Selection, ““ Robin Hood,” . . . . . . . Wiegand.
3. Characteristic ** Cocoanut Dance.”” . . . . . . Herman.
4. *‘ Intermezzo Rusticana,” . . . . . . . . Mascagni.
5. ‘“ Reilly and the 400,” . . . . . . . . Brahm.

6. Selection, ‘‘ Fencing Master,” . . . . . . . DeKoven.
7. ** Darkies’ Frolic,” . . . . . . . . Kindle.

8. Selection, ‘“ Brigands,”” . . . . . . . . Kerkers.
9. *‘ Plantation Echoes,”” . . . . . . . . Boettger.
10. ' Wing Dance," . . . . . . . . . Koehler.
1. “Wang,” . . . . . . . . . . Morse.
12. ** Good-Night,” . . . . . . . . . Joseph,

The regular toasts were given as reported to the General Committee
by the Sub-committee on Invitation, Receptions and Toasts.

First Toast.
The Harmony Chapter of the past, 1794.

Begun by a few—outliving faction and fanaticism—we have
reached the glorious present.

The Response was assigned to Past Grand Master Companion
Richard Vaux, as the senior living member of the Chapter, but he
being unavoidably absent, the M. E. High Priest called upon Past
High Priest Companion Henry S. Getz, the senior living member
present, who ably responded as follows :

Most Excellent High Priest, Officers and Companions, I have been
asked to fill Companion Past Grand Master Richard Vaux’s place in
responding to the first toast of the evening. This would be impossible
for me to do, and I hope, therefore, you will not expect an impossibility
from me. He has the honor, with other great honors which have been
so well merited by him, of being the oldest living member of the
Chapter, and I sincerely regret that we are deprived of his magnetic
presence on this interesting occasion. I am told by our worthy Secre-
tary that in membership I stand number four on the list, but really and
actually I am number two, as the two intervening members seldom
visit the Chapter ; so I suppose it is appropriate for me to do what I
can, in the necessary absence of the better man.

‘“The Harmony Chapter of the past, 1794. Begun by a few.”
Well, I can’t go back quite that far, but I well remember my early
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connection with the Chapter, which is now nearly forty-three years
ago (June, 1851), and as in my Lodge connection I recall the compara-
tively small membership, so, too, do I of the Chapter. The few who
constituted it were very devoted to its interests; the work was well
done, and the character of the Chapter was well maintained. Growth
was slow but certain, and success was assured.

If we look out upon the face of nature: in every blade of grass
that makes the beautiful green sward, on every bough and twig and
leaf, on every stalk of grain, the word ‘‘ Harmony *’ is clearly inscribed.
So in every part of its work, in every heart of the Companions ‘‘ Har-
mony’’ has been written. Harmony it was first and always, and
Harmony it will remain, ‘‘ outliving faction and fanaticism.’”’ Faction
and fanaticism came out, planted against the immovable rock of -truth
and justice ; the Chapter withstood the attack, as brave hearts and true
only can do, and, in the language of one of Walter Scott’s heroes, ex-
claimed :

‘“ Come one, come all, this rock shall fly
From its firm base as soon as I.”

Faction and fanaticism had their day. While the storm lasted it
was severe ; but the sunshine followed in its wake, so the Chapter came
out of the attack unscathed, unsullied and pure. Its principles were
better known and better appreciated after the fury of the discordant
elements had disappeared. Then came prosperity and popularity,
both unceasing and increasing, and so ‘‘ we have reached the glorious
present.”’ With pardonable pride we see ‘‘ Harmony’’ as it is to-day
in its maturity. In numbers, in the character of its membership, in
the skillfulness of its work, in everything that goes to make up an
ideal Chapter, each one of us can say that it is a privilege to belong to
it. We will maintain its character. We will resist innovations. We
will withstand attacks. We will work for its prosperity. Harmonious
as Companions, harmonious in thought and word and deed. ‘‘Har-
mony’’ shall be its name. ‘‘ Harmony’’ its watchword. ‘‘ Harmony’’
its aim and end.
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