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THE QUATUOR CQRQNATI LODGE No. 2076, LONDON, 
was warranted on the 28th November, 1884, i n .  order 

l.-To provide a centre and bond of union for Masonic Students. 
%-To attract intelligent Masons to i ts meetings, in order to imbue them with a love for Masonic research. 
3.-To submit the  discoveries or conclusions of students to the judgment and criticism of their fellows by 

means of papers read i n  Lodge. 
4.-To submit these communications and the discussions arising therefrom to the general body of the Craft by 

~ n b l i s h i n ~ ,  a t  proper intervals, the Transactions of the Lodge in  their entirety. 
5.-To tabulate concisely, i n  the printed Transactions of the Lodge, the progress of the Craft throughout the - 

World. ..- 

~.-TO make the  English-speaking Craft acquainted with the progress of Masonic study abroad, by translations 
(in whole or part) of foreign works. 

7.-To reprint scarce and valuable works on Freemasonry, and to publish Vanuscripts, BC. 
$.-To form a Masonic Library and Museum. 
%-TO acquire permanent London premises, and open a reading-room for the members. 

The membership is limited to forty, in  order to prevent the Lodge from becoming unwieldy. 
No members are admitted without a high literary, artistic, or scientific qualification. 
The annual subscription is one guinea, ancl the fees for initiation and joining are twenty guineas and five - - 

guineas respectively. 
The funds are wholly deroted to Lodge and literary purposes, and no portion is spent in rifreshment. The 

members usually dine together after the meetings, but a t  their own individual cost. Visitors. who are cordiallv 
wdcome, enjoy the optioG of partaking-on the same terms-of a meal a t  the common table. 

. 

The stated meetings are the first Friday in January, March, May, and October, St. John's Day (in Harvest), 
and the 8th November (Feast of the Quatuor Coronati). 

At every meeting an original paper is read, which is followed by a discussion. 

The Transactions of the Lodge, Ars Quu fuor  C o ~ o n a t o r u m ,  are published towards the end of April, July, 
and December in each year. They contain a summary of the business of the Lodge, the full text of the papers read 
k Lodge together with the  discussions, many essays communicated by the brethren but for whiEh no time can be 
fdund a t  the meetings, biographies, historical notes, reviews of Masonic publications, notes and queries, obituary, 
and other matter. They are profusely illnstrated and handsomely printed. 

The Antiquarian Reprints of the Lodge, Quntuor C o ~ o n a t o r u m  ,4n t ig~apha ,  appear a t  undehed  intervals. 
and consist of facsimiles of documents of 3Iasonic interest with commentaries or introductions by brothers well informed 
on the subjects treated of. 

The Library has now been arranged a t  No. 27, Great Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, where Members 
of -both Circles may consult the books on application to the Secretary. 

To the ~ o d &  is attached an outer or '  

CORRESPONDENCE CIRCLE. 

This was inaugurated in  January, 1887, and now numbers about 3500 members, comprising many of the most 
distinguished brethren of the Craft, such as Nasonic Students and Writers, Grand Masters, Grand Secretaries, and 
nearly 300 Grand Lodges, Supreme Councils, Private Lodges, Libraries and other corporate bodies. 

The members of our Correspondence Circle are placed on the following footing:- 
- 1.-The summonses conrolcing the meeting are posted to them regularly. They are entitled to attend all the 

meetings of the Lodge whenever convenient to themselves. but, unlike the members of the Inner Circle, their attendance 
i s  not even morally obligatory. When present they are entitled to take part in  the discussions on the papers read before 
the Lodge, and to introduce their personal friends. They are not visitors a t  our Lodge meetings, but rather associates 
of the Lodge. 

2.-The printed Transactions of the Lodge are posted to them as issuecl. 
3.-They are, equally with the full members, entitled to subscribe for the other publications of the Lodge, such 

as those mentioned under No. 7 above. 
4.-Papers from Correspondence Members are gratefully accepted, and as far as possible, recorded in the 

Transactions. 
5.-They are accorded free admittance to our Library and Reading Rooms. 
A Candidate for Membership in  the Correspondence Circle is subject to no literary, artistic, or scientific 

qualification. His election takes place a t  the Lodge-meeting following the receipt of his application. 
Brethren elected to the Correspondence Circle pay a joining fee of tn-enty-one shillings, which includes the  

subscription to the following 30th ~ o v e m b e r .  
The annual subscription is only half-a-guinea (10s. 6d.), and is renewable each December for the following year. 

Brethren joining us late in  the year suffer no disadvantage, as they receive all the Transactions previously issued in 
the  same year. 

I t  will thus be seen tha t  for only half the annual subscription, the members of the Correspondence Circle 
enjoy all the advantages of the full members, except the right of voting in Lodge matters and holding office. 

Members of both Circles are requested to favour the Secretary with communications to be read in Lodge and 
subsequently printed. Xembers of foreign jurisdictions will, we trust, keep us posted from time to time in the current 
Masonic history of their districts. Foreign members can render still further assistance bp furnishing us a t  intervals 
with the names of new Masonic Worlrs published abroad, together with any p r ided  reviews of such publications. 

Members should aiso bear in  mind that  every additional member increases our power of doing good by 
publishing matter of interest to them. Those, therefore, who have already experienced the advantage of association 
with us, are urged to advocate our cause to their personal friends, and to inclnce them to join us. Were each 
member annually to send us one new member, we shonld so0.n be in a position to offer them many more advantage8 
than we already provide. Those who can help ns in no other way, can do so in this. 

Every Master Mason in  good standing throughout the Universe, and all Lodges, Chapers, and Masonie 
Libraries or other corporate bodies are eligible as Members of the Correspondence Circle. 



BEING T H E  TRANSACTIONS THE 

Quatuor Coronati Lodge of  A.F. G A.M., London, 
No. 2076. 

I'OLURIE S L I .  

FRIDAY, JANUARY, 

HE Laclge met a t  Freemasons' Hal l  a t  6 11.111. Present:-Bros. 
George Norman. P.A.G.D.C..  TT.31. : l iev .  TT7. TT. ('orer-Crump. 
I .P..\I. ; Rev. H .  Poole, P.Pr.G.C'h., C'uinberlantl & Vestnlorlaild, 
S . X .  : H. C. de Lafontaine.  P.G.D..  J . W .  : TV. J. Songhurst .  
P .G.D. .  Secretary : G o ~ d o n  P. G. Hills ,  P.A.G.Snp.TT7., P.31.. D.C. : 
GilSert TV. Da)-nes, S.D. : J .  TTalter Hobbs. P.A.G.D.C.. J . D .  ; 
W .  J .  TT'illiams. I .G .  : Thos. 31. Car ter .  P .Pr .G.St .B. .  I3risto1, 
Stew. : Si r  Alfred Robbins. P .G.W..  Pres.B.G.P.,  P.11. : A. Cecil 

Powell, P.G.11.. P .31 . :  Lionel Vibert .  P.Dis.G.T17., 3Iadras.  P .31. :  and J. Heron 
Lepper,  P.G.1). . I re land.  P . J I .  

Also t h e  following members of t he  Corresponclence Circle :-Bros. Ivor Grantham.  
E. TTarburton. I. TT. Hal l ,  C.  I<omiero\vski. Geo. Elkington. P.A.G.Sup.TT.. T. E. 
Scott ,  P.A.G.D.C..  A .  V .  Eldev, TTm. E. h. Candy. J. E. TT711itty. F. Lace, P.A.G.D.C., 
H .  Johnson. 1Sd. 31. Fhil l ips,  F .  J. Asbury, P.A.G.D.C..  C. E. L .  Livesey. Ed.  1-3. 
Holmes. Ii. Eckenstein. d. Strange.  E. W .  3larson. d. B. Napier .  TT. D. 1-allance, 
V. P. Le Feur-re. Robt.  Colsell. P .d .G.D.C. .  F. Vnillermoz. B. Ivanoff. A.  Regnauld,  
13. Telepneff. A. E. Gurney. L.  G. TT-earing, F. 31. Atkinson. P. H. Horlep. S. C'. 
lieville. F .  K .  Jen-soil, E. J .  Saclleir, G. T. Lee. C. F .  Sylies, C. F .  Tyson. TV. Emerson. 
\Tilloughbp Bullock. TTm. Lelvis. TV. B r i n k ~ o r t h .  H .  A. 31atheson. A. D. B o \ ~ l ,  and  
S. J. Smith.  

Also t h e  following T7isitors :-Bros. S .  Bullett ,  TT.JI.. J lornington Lodge Xo. 1672 : 
G. Chad\vick, I .G . .  Marble Craf t  Lodge S o .  3322 : J .  Rocliliff, Euphra tes  Lodge 
S o .  212: W ,  J. Hoss. P . J I . .  Carrington Lodge xo. 2121: F. TV. JIacI<enzie Skues. 
Authors Lodge KO. 3156: a n d  G. Lidstone Cr imp.  P.31.. S i r  Thoinas TVhite Lodge 
S o .  1823. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were reported from Bros. Ed.  Conder, 
L.R., P .31. ;  S. T. Klein.  L . R . .  P.31. Roclk. H. I j a s t e r .  P.A.G.D.C.. P.31.: J. T. 
Thorp.  P.G.D.,  P.31. ; Edn-ard Armitage,  P.G.D..  Treasurer ; F. J. TV. Crowe, 
P.A.G.D.C.. P .M.  : J o h n  Stokes. P .G .D . .  Pr.A.G.31.. T e s t  Torks. .  P.31. : and J. E. S .  
Tuckett .  P.A.G.S.B.. P.31. 

Congratulations were offered t o  Bro.  J o h n  Heron Lepper on his appointment 
a.> Pas t  Grand Deacon in  t h e  Grand Lodge of I re land,  a n d  t o  Bro. J o h n  Stolies x h o  
had been appointed Provincial  Assistant Grand 3Inster of t h e  Province of West  
Yorkshire. - 

One Lodge a n d  Thirty-six Brethren  were admit ted  t o  membership of t h e  
C'o~~respondence Circle. 

The SECRETARY drew a t tent ion  t o  t he  following 

E S H I B I T S  : - 
By Bro. LIONEL VIDERT, of Bath .  

possibly of t h e  Order of F ree  Gardeners. Da rk  blue serge about 19in. 
deep by 16in. wide. Design is e n t i r e l ~  pain ted  and consists of a n  
irradiated Eye, Sun .  JIoon and seren S ta r s ,  Rainbow. Dore  and Olire 
branch. Bell. Pomegranate .  Bible with Square  and  Compasses. terrestrial  
Globe. Cronn  ~ v i t h  Sceptre and Sword. Beehive. Pineapple,  Square  and 
Compasses with one point raised, t h e  le t te rs  P E G H ,  Monograms 
ANS and  -4ES. The A4pron is edged with yellow bra id .  and  i t  has no 
fall. 



By Bro. W. EIIERSOS, of London. 
JEWEL. Engraved P . 3 1 . ' ~ .  about 1800, originally belonging t o  J a s .  Ridler :  L3il.r. 

K ing ' s  Co.. Ireland. 

1'1:) nro .  T .  E .  SCOTT: P..1.G.D.(',., of Loudon. 
~ I E D A L ,  Silver.  B a t h  JIasonic Hall .  1819. 

By Bro. J o ~ r  HILL. of Birmingham. 
JEWEL.  Birmingham New Jlasonic H a l l :  Inaugura t ion  Festival. 10'27. 

Presented.  

By Bro. &pt .  C'. P L E S ~ ~ L L A T I I .  of 
CERTIPIC ~ T E  : 

J A S .  L V N S D A I N E  S, 

Devon. 

Ry the  Supereminently Beneficent a n d  Super- 
lat lrely Renevolent S I R  JAJIES LUMSDAIXE 
Sorereign of the  most Ancient and most pulssnnt 
Order of t he  BEGGARS BEKXISOK and  
\ I E R R T L h N D  In the  N ~ n e t e e n t h  year of 111s 
CTT'ARDIANSHIP a n d  111 t h a t  of the  Order 
5793. 

HAI-IXG nothing more sincerely a t  H e a r t  t h a n  the  Happiness and 
Prosperity of our  V e l l  belol-ecl Subjects t h e  I l lhabi tants  of our  celebrated 
Terri tories of MERRYLAND and  t h e  Encoaraging of Trade,  3Ianu- 
fac tures  22 Agriculture in t h a t  delightful Colon? : a n d  Vhereas ,  \Ye a rc  ' 
fully satisfied t h a t  IYILLjIBJI ROBERTS Esquire of t h e  Tn-eaty first 
Regiment  of foot * ++ * * has all manner  of Inclination as  re11 as 
sufficient Abilities and other necessary Qualifications for promoting these 
Koble a n d  Laudnble yurgoses and  vil l ing t h a t  such bold Adventurers 
should have  all suitable Encouragement.  V e  DO hereby Create, admit  
a n d  receire H i m  a Kn igh t  Colnl>anion of t h e  most ancient and most 
Puissant  Order of t h e  BEGGARS BENKISON a n d  J IERRYLBND by 
t h e  Kame  Sti le and  Title of S i r  WILL8IA1I ROBERTS t o  be used and 
enjoyed by h im in  all t ime conling Wi th  our  full  poners  and  priviledges 
of INGRE,SS EGR,ESS ancl r iEGRjESS from a n d  t o ,  and  t o  and  from 
all  t h e  Harbours.  C'reelis, Havens and  Commoclious In le ts  up011 t h e  
Coasts of our  said Estensive Terri tories a t  H i s  pleasure, and t h a t  
without p a p l e n t  of Toll CTSTOJI 01. an?  other Taxes or Iinpositions 
n-hatsoerer- 

DONE- a t  the  BEGGARS BENNISON Chambers of 
ANSTRCTHER upon th is  T v e n t y  second day of t h e  
31011th k n o ~ r n  to  t he  Tu lga r  by the  name of 31ay 

P. Plenderleath D.R. 
TT'ITWESS I t h e  REGORDEF; 

[Endorsement.]  
DIPLOMA 

t h e  
BEGGAR,S BENNISON 
I n  Honor  of 
S i r  X-illiarn Ilcberts 

5793 
;.4.(J.C'. sx ix .  (1916), p. 3&:  - 

BEGGARS'  BEXISON or t he  BEGGARS' R E N I S O N  CLCB. This 
was a ?on-erful Order,  institutecl a t  h s t r u t h e r  i n  Scotland in  1$30! and 
lasting t i l l  about 1830. It v a s  a n  association of gentlemen, including 
enlineut nlen of all c lasse~,  noblemen and e ren  some nlembers of t h e  Royal 
Fanlily. ~vhose  object i t  \\-as to  form a collection of facetious articles of all 
kinds.  The ent rance  fee \\.as t en  guineas.]  

A rordial  r o t e  of t hanks  n-as accorded to  t he  Brethren  n-ho had kinc1l;r- lent  
these objects for  exhibit ion.  and  made presentations t o  t he  Lodge. 

Bro. H .  C. m LIFOSTAINE read the  following paper  : - 



R.  F R A N K L I N .  \v110 has lately arrived i n  th i s  country fro111 
t h e  English colonies. is m ~ ~ c h  r u n  af ter  a n d  feted by our 
' savants. '  I l e  has a fine physiognomy. b u t  lit t le ha i r .  and 
Ile constantly wears a f u r  cap. I-Ie is ve1.y reserved when 
i n  public on t h e  news from his colultry, thong11 he  is never 
tired of speaking of its n a t u r a l  beauties. 111 fact he says 
t h a t  heaven is so jealous of this s a ~ x e  beauty t h a t  i t  has  sent 
down npon i t  the  scollrge of war .  O u r  wise-acres have 

diplomatically solmded him 011 t h e  point of religiol~. and  they  have l~elieved that  
he is one with tile111 i n  this respect. viz.. t h a t  he  has none a t  a l l . ' '  

These words a r e  taken from t h e  French arcllives, a n d  a r e  embodied in 
a report made by  t h e  police soon af ter  F r a ~ l k l i n ' s  arrival i n  Par i s .  I say ' '  so011 
a f te r  Frankl in 's  a n i v a l . "  b u t  for  those who a re  precisialis I m a y  add tliat i t  
was a f t e ~ .  a ~jeriocl of th ree  weeks t h a t  this  report was made.  so we may conjecture 
t h a t  lie had- I~eell shsdowecl d l u i n g  t h a t  time-. and subjected t o  a certain amount 
of esl)io~iape. 

011r immediate purpose i n  this paper is t o  trace. so f a r  as is possible. t h e  
career of F r a ~ i k l i n  as  a LIason i n  America. a n d  also i n  France.  A s  a m a n ,  
1:ranklin presents t o  11s a n  amazing personality. w l ~ e t h e r  we survey him as a 
111a11 of science and  illventor of many  things t h a t  we use without  being conwious 
of their inventor;  or a s  a diplomat. who. t h o u g l ~  entangled ill t h e  thorns and 
briers of political controversy i n  this  country. freed himself t o  become the  
emancipator of t h e  country of his  b i r t h ;  or as a poor lad who rose fro111 
obscurity and diligent painstakiilg toil t o  s tand i n  t h e  presence of kings: or as 
one who by his L o i i h o i 1 1 i ~  ancl infinite t ac t ,  combined witll a n  admirable spirit 
of f i i m v r .  moved amongst t h e  higliest i n  the  land i n  France ,  a n d  was hailed by  
t h e  French populace as a sort of demi-god: or as one who. tho11gh beset by  sins. 
was not  ashamed i n  a spirit  of t ~ , a n s p a r e n t  honesty t o  confess t,he Fame, ancl to  
raise himself by donlinant force of will to  a ~ ~ o s i t ~ i o n  of iil tegrity and cles?rvecl 
honour. W e  might  survey Fraiiklin luncler a n y  of these arpects, and tliat with 
moral advantage t o  ourselves and  to 0111. ~ i e i g h l ~ o l ~ r s .  H i s  career is t h r o u g h o ~ ~ i  
a most fascinating s tudy,  aild a moral tonic t o  a n y  telilporarily enervated 
system. H i s  Autobiography i;, I suppose, not so widely read to-clay as in 
former times. bnt  everyone silould b e  a c q ~ ~ a i n t e d  with i t ,  and  it  :hould be a 
handbook i n  t h e  coluse of education imparted t o  a rising generation. Some 
people have sniffed a t  Frankl in .  becalls2 at  the  outset he  did not enter illto 
lawful wedlock, ancl therefore allowed his soil t o  be born into t h e  world with 
t h e  slur of illegitimacy upon I ~ i m ,  ancl others have collside13ed t h a t  b e c a ~ ~ s e  hp 
was a Dissenter he  was not worth consicleration. and  could be d i smis~ed  as only 
another ' .Jerc.miali Sqliare-Toes.' Such an a t t i tude  of mind calls to  memory 
t h e  title of n work b y  l h m a s .  1,~s  G ' r t r i~ t l n  I1o i i i i i1c .s  r.11 l < o l , r  ,7p ( ' l i r i i i i 7 ; r r .  

" No man is a hero t o  his own valet " is the  saying. b u t  least of all to  any 
crowd of sneering. cynical, surface-praisiiig hypocrit~es. who a re  always anno~mcing  
to t h e  world their  good intentions. However. all 1:11ist be free t o  form their 
onw opinions. ancl what  I have just written m a y  be more a n  espression of 
' genuine Frauklinese ' t h a n  m y  oa.11 imnedia te  thoughts  on t h e  matter .  I3ut 
all this  is beyond t h e  point.  which is,  as 1 have already s tated.  to  consider 



k'~.a~i!:lili as  a I\lasoii. 111 tllis regard,  one is ])laced :ome\vhat in  a difficulty, 
for in liis vol~uminous correspol~dence. and iu his \vriti~igs, as also in  his Journa l .  
Fi~anltliu n-ver  gives 11s a n y  details respecting his AI asoiiic career. There may 
be. indeed there are .  one or two rare  escept io~is .  b11t these are  :tatements i n  
tlie most gl~ardecl l a n p ~ a g e .  A n d  i l l  this connection, we n111st reinemher t h a t  
in  those early clays me11 did not go a b o l ~ t  cllatteriiig Free~nasonry  with tlie 
same dangerous lic-nce t h a t  they do a t  the  pre-eiit t ime.  Tt lvas judged. and  
rightly judged. t h a t  if the  society were secret, it was not a thing t,o be talked 
a b o u t  ill t h e  profane world. The I)ul~licity of the  Free~nasoi l iy  of to-day is. if 
pe rs i~ ted  ill. boul~cl to  shake forcibly the  fo~iiidatioiis of the  society and  hasten a 
ijrocess of d i s i i i t egra t io~~.  A s  a c,uestion of research. i t  is,  of course. a dis- 
appoilitnieiit to  find t h a t  Fratikliii was so rigidly ret icent ,  b u t ,  on the  other  
h a n d .  I suppose we ~ n l ~ s t  all ac lmi~~e  a loyal respect for t h e  traditions of t h e  
( 'raft.  Some one may say t o  me. " JVe have heard t h a t  Frankl in  publislied 
various items of AIasonic interest in his iiewspaper: how does t h a t  accord with 
pour s ta te inen ts?"  I know. alld 1 shall presently show yo11, t h a t  F r a n k l i ~ i  
,l;(/ print  these things as itelns of news in just t h e  same way t h a t  yell find 
theni in  our  early iiewspapers. W h a t  1 ail1 alluding to is t h e  manner  of his 
crdinary converse with t h e  men of liis time, whether hy opeii speech. or written 
\vard. Looking a t  t h e  paucity of statemelit already mentioned. we find ourselves 
,compelled to  form some more or less adeq l~a te  p i c t ~ ~ r e  by  piecing together scraps 
of infor11;ation drawn from various sources, and not yielding a ready facility to  
11e \voven in to  a homogeneous whole. I can only, therefore. give you the  result 
of niy own research. which is small a ~ l d  :canty. a l ~ d  leave you y o ~ ~ r s e l v e s  to  fill 
u p  ail t h e  chinks and  crannies. I t  may l ~ e  as \yell t o  s ta te  a t  t h e  outsst t h a t  
Fraultlin was born i n  IJostoii oil J a n u a r y  l .  1706. I I e  left Boston i n  1723. 
and settled i n  Phi ladelphia,  a f te r  a t r ip  to  L o ~ l d o n .  i l l  1726 .  131-0. Sachse tells 
11: " t h a t  while i n  Lo~idoi l  Franlrliii I ~ a d  iiiidoul~tedly learned somethiiig a11o11t 
tlie Craft  . . . tile kno~vledge thus  obtained appears t o  have q ~ ~ i c k e n e d  the  
ainbi t io~is  philosol~hic braill of the y o ~ u i g  pr inter  1111011 t h e  sltbject of Freemasonry. 
and ufhetted his desire t o  be numbered anioiigst the  elect :  a n  ambitioil not to  
be realized ~uicler  esis t inp coi~ditious. as  he was then  still under  the  lawful 

0 

Masoiiic age and  a journeyinan p r i i ~ t e r .  a vir tual  s t ranger  ill t h e  c o ~ ~ i m u n i t y .  
and as a mere soap-boiler's son. lacking 110th social and  fiiiancial standing." 
W h e i ~  Frankl in  returned t o  l ' l~iladelphia. he p u t  this  k~iowledge t o  some p~irpose 
by establishing a secret society of his o\v~i .  This  was called t l ~ e  " Leather 
X p r o ~ i  Club ."  b u t  i n  la ter  years it becaine known as . .  T h e  J u n t o . "  l And 
here Fraiiklili  himself shall iiiterpose, ancl tell you i n  his own words somewhat 
of this association : ' .  W e  met  011 Fr iday  eveni~igs. The  r l ~ l e s  t h a t  I drew u p  
reqnired t h a t  every member,  in his t11rn s h o ~ l d  produce one or more queries oil 
any point of I Iorals .  Politics. or Natura l  Philosophy to be  discuss'd by t h e  
company:  a n d  once ill three iiionths produce and  read a n  essay of his own 
writiiig, on ally subject lie pleased. Our  debates were t o  be  m d e r  the  direction 
of a president.  and  t o  be  cotlducted i n  the  sincere ~ p i r i t  of inquiry af ter  t r u t h .  
without fondness for  dispute, or desire for victory: and .  t o  prevent warmth.  all 
espressions of positive~iess i n  opiiiions, or direct coiltradiction. xvere af ter  some 
time made  cont raband ,  and  prohibited luider small pecluliary penalties." 
Par ton .  i n  his voltumiiious aiid exhaustive " Life of F r a n l i l i ~ l , "  mentions t h a t  
there was a l i t t le  book read by  Fraiiklin ill his youth ,  and  i t  \vas this same 
book apparent ly t h a t  sowed t l ~ e  brain-seeds t h a t  led,  as a f ru i t fu l  outcome. to  
t h e  est~ablisllment of t h e  J u i ~ t , o .  Franltlin again speaketh. and  this  t ime in a 
letter to  a l l r .  Samuel J ra ther  : ' '  When I was a boy I inet  with a book entitled 
' Essays to  do Good, '  which 1 think was w i t t e n  b y  your fa ther .  Cottoll X a t h e r .  
I t  had been so litt le regarded b y  a Eoimer possessor t h a t  several leaves of i t  mere 
torn out : b u t  t h e  remainder  gave me s11ch a t u r n  of t h i n k i l ~ g  as  to  have a n  
influe~ice on m y  conduct tllrough life . . . I f  I have been, as  you seen1 to 



th ink ,  a ~ ~ s e f ~ ~ l  citizen, t h e  p~th l ic  owe the aclvalitage of it to  that  book." 
Cottoll I I a t h e r  \\.as t h e  so11 of Increase l \ Ia t l~er .  t h e  l a t t e r  being so nanied in 
accordance with t h e  peculiar nomei ic la t~ue  adopted by t h e  Puri tans.  not11 

father  alld sol1 were what  was 1rnon.n as ' '  mil~ is te r s  of t h e  Gospel " in 130stoll. 
cot tol l  >Iather \\.as t h e  origillator of a kind of Neighbo1~rhood Benefit Societies. 
olle of 1~11icl1 h c  endeavoured to fo rm in eacll chluch.  . '  H e  drew up ."  says his 
biograI~lier,  . .  certain Po in t s  of Consideration t o  be ,  with d u e  pauses. read ill the  
Societies every tiime they met .  for  a n y  to offer \\.hat Proposal he pleased up011 
ally of the  l)oillts a t  t h e  Reading of it . . . There were teu of these P 0 i h .  
allcl No. 9 read.  . Tjo we kno\\- of a n y  Person languish i~ lg  m d e r  sore and sad 
AfRictioli : and is there  ally th ing  we may c10 for t h e  S l~ccor  of such a n  afflicted 
h-eighbour ? ' " 

A s  aclclitio~~al inforii~atioii  with regard t o  tlle J u ~ i t o .  I may ~ n e ~ i t i o n  t h a t  
a candidate for adinission was obliged t o  declare. s tand ing  with one halid laid 
1111011 his I ~ r e a s t ,  t h a t  lle hacl 110 particular disrespect for  ally member of t h e  
J n n t o  : tha t  he loved maillrincl i n  general. of whatsoever professio~l or religioll : 
t h a t  lle t h o l ~ g i ~ t  no person o ~ ~ g h t  t o  be harmed ill his body,  name,  or ~ O O C ~ S ,  
for mere speculative opinion. or for his esternal  way of worship : t h a t  he loved 
the  t r u t h  for t h e  t r u t h ' s  sake, and wo111d enc leavo~~r  impart ia l ly  to fincl ancl 
receive i t ,  aiicl commlulicate it  t o  o t l~ers .  

I have purposely dwelt a t  some length on the  character of this society, 
because we so evideiitly have here ill view all interesting chain of events which 
come to frui t ion i n  t h e  full  l ight of Masonry. F i r s t .  we have t h e  idea suggested 
to  the  boy's mind germinatillg therein,  and  later  bringing for th buds ill t h e  
establishment of t h e  L e a t i ~ e r  Apron  Club, ancl then  t h e  ful l  flower hlossol~ls out' 
as t h e  J u n t o .  So t h a t  we safely say t h a t  eveu from his youthful  years t h e w  
were in  Fraiiklin t h e  malriiigs of a good and honest Alason. Pro l~ably  Cotton 
hiather  had no idea of such all evelltual happening when h e  wrote his book. 
l311t who can tell what  a seecl dropped ill f rui t ful  soil inay bring f o r t h ?  

When Frankl in  became publisher of tile I ' ~ i i i i s , ~ ~ l ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ i ~ r  (;rtzc%tte in 1728. 
his leanings towards Masoury \\-ere again betrayed i n  t h e  fact t h a t  between 
.July and Augus t .  1130, n o  less t h a n  three items of hlasonic news. taken from 
London papers. ancl all relatiug to  English Lodges. were inserted ill the (,'rc:?ttc>. 

One of these items was a n  accoul~t  of a Lodge nieeting held a t  t h e  I l o r i ~  Tavern 
in  I,ondo~i oil M a y  12. 1730. At the  end of 1730 F r a l ~ k l i n  printed ill t h e  
( ; t l rc . f te  ail alleged r .r .pwsi of l~reeiiiasonry which hacl been circulated for some 
time in E i ~ g l a n d .  L e t  11s hope he  did this inl~ocent ly.  i f  u ~ ~ w i s e l y .  Tt is only 
fa i r  to  say tha t  a f te r  he hecanle a l l ason  he endeavoured. i n  repsratiou of his 
~ u i f o r t ~ u l a t e  action (for so he  seems to have regarded i t ) .  t o  set l lasonry before 
the  comniunity i n  i ts  proper l ight .  H e  therefore p r i l ~ t e d  ill the  issues of t h e  
( ; ( r : ~ t t e  for  X a y  6 t o  13 ,  1731. " Some information coi~cerning the  Society called 
Free AIasoi~s." This. s t range t o  say, was in  t h e  form of ail extract from 
f ' l ~ t r i u ~ / o ' s  1 7 / ~ i r ~ r r . w /  D i c f ; o i l ( i r , ~ /  of (111 .Art.s , / I / , /  ,\'c.i~,ir,c..<. 11e having I~orrowecl 
this volume f rom his clnployer's office. 

Ear ly  i n  1131 we find F r a n k l i ~ ~  iuitiated. passed. auil raised to the  sublime 
degree of a Alaster Alas011 in S t .  J o h n ' s  T,otige. held a t  tile Snn  Tavern. in  
K a t e r  Strezt .  Phi ladelphia.  The cost of his cntrance fee was three pounds, two 
or' which were not 1)aicl l u ~ t i l  t h e  following S t .  J o h n  t h e  Baptis t ' s  Day. " The 
esact da te  of Fraukl in ' s  initiation is not known,  b u t  it  was before the legal year 
of 1730 espirecl, evidently ill February 1730-1." I notice t h a t  I3ro. ,Tohnsou in his 
hook. 7'71 1, l j c . ! / i ~ / i i i i i ! / s  of I , ' r c r i i i r ~ . ~ o i i i ~ ~ ~  ; / I  ;l t 11~ i . ; ,~ t r .  says with drcision. ' .  I~railkliii 
\\.as made a hlasou d ~ l r i n g  th i s  month (February)  in  Philadelphia." A n d  lie goes 
on to add t h a t  he was made ' .  i l l  ail asseml~lagr of Bre thren  which met  ' accorclinq 
to the  Old Customs, '  although t h a t  method had for  t en  years bceu forbidden. 
h l t l l o ~ ~ g h  ilxg111a1.. they  ~ u l c l o ~ i l ~ t e d l y  mpt  ancl worked i l l  Philadelphia as well ai: 
in  Boston and  l x r h a p s  elsewhrre. They became r e g l ~ l a r  i n  Pennsylvania af ter  
February  21. 1734-5." 

Le t  11s t ake  i t ,  so f a r  as  Franlilin's en t ry  into 3lasonry is concerned. that  
i t  was in  F e b n ~ a r y .  1730-1. l y e  are  told, as a n  a c l c l e u d ~ ~ ~ n  t o  this,  t h a t  in  J u n e  



he became l l a s t e r  of S t .  J o l ~ u ' s  Lodge, and  t h a t  in t h e  n e s t  year c n  J u n e  24 
h e  was appointed J u n i o r  Grand Warden .  (This meteoric coluse almost takes 
one's breath away.)  Furtllet, ,  t h a t  on S t .  J o h n  t h e  Baptis t ' s  ])ay i n  1734 he 
was installed Grand  Master of Pellnsylvania. I n  November of t h a t  same year .  
1734. Frankl in  writes t o  t l ~ e  Grand l l a s t e r  and  Grand Lodge of Alassachusetts: 
" K e  have :een i n  the  Boston prints  an article ,of news from London.  importing 
that  a t  a Grand  Lodge lleld there in  August  last 1\11., Price's deputat ion and  
Power was extended over all America. \\yhich advice we hope is t r u e  . . . 
and though this  has  not been as yet regularly signified to  us  by you. yet .  giving 
credit thereto.  \ve th ink  it our  d u t y  to  lay before your Lodge what we apprehend 
needful to  be  done for  us  . . . to  wit,  a 1)eputation or Charter  granted by  
t h e  R.UT. 3I r .  Pr ice.  by vir tue of his commission from Hritain. confirming t h e  
brethren of ~ e n n s ~ l v a &  in the  privileges they a t  present enjoy of holding 
annually their  Grand  Lodge, choosing their Grand Master .  Wardens ,  and  other 
officers. who m a y  manage all affairs relating t o  t h e  Bre thren  here with full 
power a n d  an thor i ty  . . . t h e  said Grand illaster of Pennsylvania only 
yielding his chair  when t h e  said Grand Xaster  of all  America shall be i n  place." 
[ctc.] Frankl in ,  in  a le t ter ,  wri t ten in  a friendly manner  to  Bra. Price ' 
(~wobably  a covering let ter  to  t h e  more formal one). says:  . .  Dear Brother Price. 
I have no room t o  flatter myself with a visit froin yo11 before t h e  Spring. when 
a deputat ion of the  Brethreu Ilere will llave a n  opportuni ty of showing how much 
they esteem you. Z heg leave t o  recommend their  request t o  you,  and  t o  inform 
you tha t  some false and  rebel J3reth~et i .  who a r e  foreigners, being abont  to  set 
up  a distinct Lodge in opposition to  t h e  old and t r u e  Brethren here,  pretending 
t,o make I\lasons for  a bowl of 11uuch. the  Craft  is likelv t o  come into disesteem 
anlong 11s unless t h e  t r u e  Rretllreii a l e  countenanced and distinguished by  some 
special au thor i ty  as  herein desired. '  [e tc . ]  There is unfortunately not in  
e ~ i s t e n c e  a n y  reply to  these letters,  nor is tilere a n y  copy of a Deputat ion or 
Charter  which may have been granted.  

I n  1735 there  appeared in t h e  .I ~ t i ~ r i c t r t i  I17erh.7,y ,1/~rc,rcr,1/ the  followi~lg 
notic. :-'. Eoston. F e b .  24. On Fr iday  last was held a Grand Lodge of t h a t  
Ancient and  H o n o u r a l ~ l e  Society of Free  a ~ ~ d  Accepted Xasons. a t  t h e  Bunch of 
Grapes Tavern in  K i n g  S t ree t .  where 1\11., 1Tenry Price,  Grand  Xas te r  of His  
Jlajesty's Dominions i n  Nor th  America. Nominated and Appointed his Grand 
Officers for tlle year ensuing viz. Audrew 13elcher. E:q.. Deputy  Grand  Master : 
Mr. James  G o r d o l ~  alld ATr. Fredericlc ITa~xil ton.  Grand  Wardens  for this 
Province: and  l l r .  R e i l j a i n i ~ ~  Frankl in.  Provincial G r a ~ l d  I las te r  for the  Province 
of Pennsylvania." I t  is said t h a t  t l ~ i s  was the  first exercise b y  a n y  Alasonic 
authority i n  America of t h e  right t o  grant  1)rovincial 3lasonic powers. 

T\vo of tlle editorials pr inted l ~ y  F r a n k l i ~ l  i n  his G ' , t r r t t ~  a r e  supposed 
to h a r e  been originally delivered by  him as addre-ses to  t h e  Brethren of S t .  
John ' s  Lodge. The  one was entitled " On t h e  r se fu lness  of LIathematics." 
mld the other .  ' .  Self-1)enial llot t h e  Essence of Vir tue."  Masonic notices still 
continued to be published ill t h e  / : ~ r r c . t t c , .  Thlls in  1735 we l ~ a v e  " A Notice of 
t h e  Grand T,odge of Irelalid " : i n  1736. " Freemasons' P a r a d e  i n  London " ; 
i:1 1737. " Election of Grand Alaster of Scotland." also. " A Freenlason's 
Funeral a t  1,ondon." Hut  solne of t h e  ilotices ~ v h i c l ~  appeared a lit t le la ter  on 
were not of t h e  same ~ ~ e a c a b l e  cllaracter. Indeed ,  txvo x h i c h  were published in 
1137 laid opeu t h e  door for  a t tack,  and Fl~a~llr l i l l .  in  t h e  lamentable incident 



now to he  related. was accused of connivance therein,  even although lie did not 
happeut to  be present.  

I n  the  l ' ~~~ i i r s ! / l t~~r i i ; r r  ( , ' ( / : r t f r ,  J u n e  9 to  16. 1737, tllere appeared t h e  
f o l l o w i ~ ~ g  anaouncen~ent  : -. ' W e  hear t h a t  on X o n d a y  n igh t  las t ,  some peol~le. 
pretending t o  be  Free  A'lasons, got together with a young man.  who was 
desirous of being made one, and  i n  the cerenlonies. t,hey threw some burning 
spirits upon h im.  eitller accidentally. or t o  terr i fy him.  which b11rnt him PO 

that  he was obliged t o  t ake  his bed. and  died this  morailig." I n  t h e  n e s t  
i s x e .  J u n e  16 t o  23, there  was this  fu r ther  a n n o ~ u l c e ~ n e n t  : " The  Coroner's 
Inouest on t h e  hodv of t h e  r o l u w  man mentioned ill our  last ,  found t h a t  his .' 0 

death was occasioned by  t h e  burning spirits thrown 11po11 h im.  b u t  t h a t  as fa r  
as i t  appeared t o  them.  1)y tire evidence they h a d ,  t h e  throwing of these spirits 
1111011 him was accidental.  'Tis said. however. since t h e  Inques t .  fu r ther  evidence 
has heen given t o  t h e  Illagistrate t h a t  it was a v o l ~ u l t a i ~ y  action." The  upshot, 
of this was t h a t  . t h r e e  of tlie principals engagecl in  this  degrading burlesque of 
l\lasonry were indicted for m u r d e r  by t h e  Grand J u r y .  The  case was tried 
during t h e  last week in t J a u ~ ~ a r y ,  1737, i n  t h e  Court, of Oyer and Terminer. 
The t r ia l  of D r .  1Sva11 Jones (whose a ~ m r e n t i c e  was t h e  victim\ lasted fifteen 
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hours, a t  t h e  end of which t ime t h e  jury brought i n  a verdict of manslaughter.  
J l e  was a t  once sentenced and b l u n t  in  the  hand .  Remington.  Attorney a t  L a m ,  
was al-o convicted b u t  la ter  received a pardon. Tackerbury.  who it  vias charged 
was a n  expelled or renegade Nason .  &S acquitted. This  was altogether -an 
unfortunate  incident for Frankl in.  conling a's i t  did so early in his l lasonic 
career, and his enemies did not scruple to  make  capital out  of his alleged 
1)articipation. W h a t  was :till more uiifortunate was t h a t  t h e  account of t h e  
tragedy and t h e  subsequent acril:lonious controversy i n  t h e  local Pre-S came to 
t h e  notice of Frankl in ' s  relatives in  hIassachusetts. and  letters were written to  
him,  asking for a n  explanation and  telling him of his  noth her's s ta te  of great  
a ~ ~ s i e t y .  Frallklin hastened t o  allay those domestic fears by writing to  his 
father .  111 t h e  letter he  says : ' .  A s  t o  t h e  freemasons, T know no way of 
giving my mother  a het ter  acco l~ut  of them than  she seems t o  have a t  present, 
since it  is not allowed t h a t  wome11 should be aclinittecl into t h a t  secret societv. 
She has. T must  confess. on t h a t  account. reason t o  be displeased with i t ;  
but  for anything else I ~ n n s t  entreat  her to  suspend her judgment unt i l  she is 
better informed. 1111less she will believe me when I assure her  t h a t  they a r e  in  
general a very harmless sort of people. and  have 110 p ~ i n c i p l e s  or practices t h a t  
are  inco~~s is ten t  with religion and good manners." This  letter appears to  have 
given complete satisfaction, for  Frankl in.  i n  a fu r ther  le t ter  t o  his father .  which 
letter hegins. " Honoured IJather " (how f a r  we have  declined in filial respect 
in these days of juvenile emancipation). says:  " Tt gave me great  Pleasure w h e i ~  
she [ ; . P , .  his m o t h e r ,  declared in her n e s t  to  m e  t h a t  she approved of my letter 
and \\,as satisfy'd with me."  I t  is said t h a t  t,he first le t ter  from which I have 
quoted is t h e  o111y m e ,  escept the  Price corresponde~ice. wherein Franltlin 
nientioils Freemasonry. 

Having got rid of this  u i ~ p l e a s a ~ l t  mat te r .  let 11s once more t u r n  to  t h e  
ordiuary cour;e of events. Despite all t h e  pother and  excitement over this  
n ~ u r d e r  trial.  a notice in  tlie ( ; ( r : v f t r ,  in  t h e  issue of J u n e  23 to 30. informs us 
t h a t  . .  Fryday  last was held a t  t h e  Ind ian  K i n g  i n  this  city [ P l ~ i l a d e l ~ ~ h i a ]  a 
Grand Lodge of Free and  Accepted l lasons.  when Willianl Plumbsted was 
~ ~ n a n i m u u s l y  chosen Grand l l a s t e r  of the  Province." [e tc . ]  111 one of the issues 
of t h e  G n ~ e t t c .  i n  t h e  succeeding month ,  reference is made  to t h e  feast of t h e  
Grand Lodge of England  on t h e  occasioll of t h e  installatioil of t h e  Grand 

U " 
Master. Af te r  this  d a t e  l l ason ic  notices appear  a t  very ra re  iutervals in tlie 
( : ( l rr t t r .  possibly owing t o  t h e  troublous times which had set in. 3Iasonry in 
Philadelphia was now passing through a fiery ordeal,  largely owing to a con- 
siderable antagonism from the  German element in  the  p o l ) ~ ~ l a t i o n .  So t h a t  
f rom the  year 1738 to t h e  year 1740 there a re  only tnSo reprints  from London, 
one relating to  t h e  1111rning of a Freemason i n  Rome.  and  t h e  other to the  
appointmeilt of Lord Raynlond as Grand 3laster.  1)uring t h e  n e s t  fourteen 



years n o  melition is made  of tlie Craft  either in  t h e  reading or aclvertising 
co l i~n~l l s  of t h e  G ' u : t ~ t t p .  There may  have been two reasolis for this  omis?ioii 
of J laso~iic  news-items. F r a n k l i ~ i  had taken on much public business. ancl he 
therefore could iio longer give mldividecl a t tent ion to his newspaper. and was 
obliged to leave t h e  management thereof to  his assistants. A s  t l ~ e y  were not 
,1Iasolis. they \vould necessarily not be searching about for  scraps of infornlation 
conceriiiiig t h e  C r a f t .  Tha t  is o11e reason. and  t h e  other  is t h a t  we may well 
imagiiie t h a t  i t  had  been geuerally advised t h a t  n o  fur ther  publicity sho~i ld  b e  
given to I\Iasoiiry other  t h a n  n-hat was absolutely essential. I t  is siguificant 
t h a t  i n  t h e  account of tlie dedication of t h e  Freemason Hal l  of Phi ladelphia,  
not a single part ic ipant .  except a few of t h e  e s e c ~ ~ t i v e  officers, is iilentionecl by  
ilame in t h e  public pr ints  of t h e  day. 

I n  1743 t h e  R t .  H o n .  J o h n  W a r d .  Grand Nas te r  of England .  nonlinated 
Thomas Osi lard t o  t h e  same post t h a t  Price had formerly held. and O s ~ l a r d  
in  1749 appointed Frankl in  once more t o  t h e  Provincial Grand ;\lastership of 
Philadelphia. Franlrlin's t e rm of office. however. was of short d u r a t i o ~ i .  for i n  
1750 he was succeeded b y  Williani Allen. who then appointed Frankl in  to  be 
his Deputy.  This  posi t io~i  F r a ~ i l i l i ~ i  retailled. eve11 a f te r  his departure for  
Eliglaild i n  1757 to present a petition t o  Par1iai:lent as  t h e  agent of t h e  
Assenibly. a n d  t o  u rge  the  rights of the  Province. There was  low a inovenlent 
for  another  Lodge i n  Phi ladelphia,  and t l ~ e  war ran t  for  i ts  establishment. as i t  
came from Ellgland.  bore t h e  siguature. ' ,  William L O I ~  Byron.  Baron of 
Rochdale, i n  t h e  c o ~ m t y  of T,ancaster, Grand Master." This new Lodge was 
known for a t ime as t h e  " First  Lodge." although S t .  J o h n ' s  Lodge was No. 1 ,  
but  i t  af terwards became No.  2 .  S t .  Jo1111's retaining i ts  riglltflll positioil as  
No. 1. T h e  other  Phi ladelphian Loclge, The Tmi  Tavern Lodge, became h'o. 3.  
I t  is interesting t o  note  t h a t  William Franlilin. lSeiijami~i 's n a t ~ l r a l  son. became 
a n  active member of t,liis new Lodge,. 

The  meeting place of t 1 1 ~  Gral~cl Lodge of Pennsylvania had 
hitherto been a t  t h e  tavern.  " The Royal S tandard ."  b u t  owing t o  
increasing lack of accom~nodat io l~ .  it was i11 1752 proposed t h a t  a bl~ilcling 
shoulcl be  erected to  be 11sed e s c l ~ ~ s i v e l y  for Masonic p i ~ ~ y o s e s .  Tllis was 
at  first opposed. and  very s t r e i l ~ ~ o ~ ~ s l y .  by  the  T u n  T a r e r n  Loclge, hlit i n  
the  end unanimi ty  was seclued. and the  blrilding was commenced. A n d  a f t e r  
fourteen years of silence there onccx more appeared i n  t h e  ( ; c c : r t t ~  a Alasonic 
notice. I t  a ~ ~ n o u n c e c l  " The  G r a ~ ~ d  Ani111al Feast a n d  General Communication 
of t h e  Free  ancl Accepted Alasons to  be holden i n  Philadelphia on Ti~esday  t h e  
Twenty-fourth of Julie." Tha t  day  was a notable one ill t h e  annals of 
Pemlsylvanian Freemasonry,  for it was t h e  clay oil which was to  be dedicated 
the  ne\v Freemasons'  Lodge h i ~ i l d i ~ l g ,  the  first s t ructure of its kind in L4~nerica. 
The t i t le  was vested i n  t h e  three Lodges already r~ iwi~era tec l .  T l ~ e  old record 
gives very f1111 particlllars of t l ~ e  c v e i ~ t .  a ~ ~ d  I propose to  quote these a t  some 
length. not only because of t h e  s o i ~ ~ e t i ~ ~ ~ e - r ~ u a i ~ ~ t ~ ~ e r s  of t h e  phraseology, hut 
beca~ise it  \\-as really a n  historical hal)peniiig ill the  history of American Alasonry. 
So 1 m ~ ~ s t  risk being wearisome, ailcl proceed : " A ~ ~ o n g s t  those \~*alliing in  t h e  
procession were the  Grand Secretary. William Frankl in .  \vho bore a crimson 
damask cushion on nrhich was laic1 a n  open 13ihle ; also t h e  1)epnty Grand 
1la:ter. Be11 jamin F1.anlili11. Esq.  . . . The  aliolc. i ~ u m l ~ e ~ ,  of lla-011s 
amounted t o  127, who being all nebv cloatllecl wit11 A p r o ~ i s ,  white Gloves ancl 
Stockings, alld t h e  OfXcers in  t h e  proper Cloathing ancl Jewels of their  re:pective 
Lodges, n-it11 their  Eadges of ' l ) igui ty,  made a handsonle and  Gente-l Appearance. 
SS'Ilen the  Processio~i came illto l l a r l i e t  Street.  both i n  going t o  a ~ i d  coming from 
the Cllurch, they  were saliitecl by a 1)ischargr of Nine  Can~io i l  from a I S ~ ~ t l i e r ' s  
Tessel, hantlsoinely ornamented with C 'o lo~~rs ,  which lay opposite t o  the  said 
Street.  for t h a t  P u r p o ~ e  . . . A f t e r  1)ivilie Service was over. t h e  Procession 
returned in t h e  same order to  t h e  I,oclge Room for 1 ) i lmw:  t h e  3Iusicnl Bell? 
belonging t o  t h e  Chllrch. ancl t h e  Band  of Ilhlsiclr before tliem. a t  t h e  same t i m e  
playing t h e  ' E n t e r ' d  Apprent ice 's  Song.' The whole ceremony was co~iducted 
~ v i t h  the utmost Ilecormn aucl Solemnity, mcl ,  as  we hear ,  nfforclecl great  satisfac- 



tion to  t h e  Illllabitallts ill general.  A f t x  clinner. t h e  following toasts were 
drank in t h e  ,Ilasonic l l a n n e r ,  under  repeatecl discharges of Cannon,  planted i n  
t h e  Square adjoining t h e  Lodge Room." I c10 not  propose t o  recite t h e  whole 
toast list .  Suffice i t  t o  say t h a t  among-t them were t h e  following: " The K i q  
alld the  Craft  " : ' .  The  Grand Alaster of England  " ; " O u r  Brother  Francis, 
Emperor of Germany " ; " Tlie Grancl l l a s t e r  of Scotland " ; " The Grand 
Alaster of I re land  " ; ' ,  All  cllaritable ;\lasons ' ' : ' '  All t r u e  and  fai thful  Nasons, 
w11,eresoever dispersed or distressed, throughout  t h e  Globe " : " The  Ar t s  and 
Sciences." These a r e  t h e  most important  amongst t h e  fourteen separate toasts 
t h a t  were given. T h e  record goes on to say t h a t  " t h e  great'est Order ancl 
Regularity was observed : Chearfulncss, Harnlony and  Good Fellowshi1~ abounded 
during the  whole t ime  of AIeeting : and  a t  Five a Clock i n  t h e  Afternoon, t h e  
Grand Slaster having closed t h e  Lodge, the  Bre thren  re tu rn 'd  t o  their  respective 
Homes." This l l ason ic  building passed through various vicissitudes of fortune 
i n  after years. The  banquet ing room came to be known as  tlle ' '  Assembly 
Roo111," and  here dances, arraliged b y  t h e  i l ; t c z  of Philadelphia11 society. were 
held. I n  fac t ,  so highly exclusive were these ' routs ' t h a t  110 one was permitted 
to subscribe, unless he or she was . highly respectable.' W h a t  social gauge was 
employed for this delicate investigation is not st'ated. I11 1767 a schoolmaster, 
named Garner ,  gave a chari ty  concert. I11 1770 a certain Signor Gualdo notified 
t h e  public t h a t  " immediately a f te r  t h e  races on December 27 h e  would give a 
Vocal and Instrunleutal  Concert a t  t h e  AIasons's Lodge Room." I n  1777 t h e  
building was p u t  t80 a very curious use:  i t  was employed as  a prison for a 
number of Quakers who were suspected of disloyalty to  t h e  Colonies i n  their  
contest with Great Br i ta in .  Happi ly .  these worthy people were not  kept long 
in durance vile. as  they  were released af ter  a n  imprisonment of twelve days. 
The  last official meet'ing on t h e  prenlises was a meeting of t h e  subscribers t o  
consider the  final disposition of t h e  H a l l  ancl of i t s  affairs. The  surviving 
trustees were empowered t o  sell t h e  building and  lot  on  which i t  stood. One- 
tllircl of t h e  proceeds of t h e  sale belonged to t h e  ' '  Fi rs t  Lodge ' '  : t h e  remaining 
two-thirds to  various individual  Freemasons. The  building was finally denlolished 
i n  1799. Then there aroce on i ts  site t h e  B a d r  of Pennsylvania,  and  this i n  t u r n  
gave place to t h e  Tl l i t ed  States '  Appraisers '  Stores. 

I t  has already been mentioned t h a t  i n  1757 Frankl in  went t o  England.  
R e  returned t o  Phi ladelphia i n  1762.  I n  l764 h e  was again sent t,o England, 
and this t ime h e  remained abroad till  1775. It is not  known t o  just what 
es ten t  Frankl iu affiliated with a n y  of t h e  English or Germanic bodies whilst on 
his travels. Bro.  Sachse says t h a t  , '  af te r  a long a n d  pat ient  search " he has 
been unable t o  fincl a n y  official record or clocunlellts bearing upon  this subject, 
except t h e  en t ry  i n  t h e  Aiinute Book of the  Grand  Lodge of England .  wherein 
i t  is wri t tsn,  under  da te  November 17. 1760. " Grand  Lodge,  a t  t h e  Crown and 
Anchor Tavern i n  t h e  S t r a n d .  Presen t ;  Franklyn ,  Esq. .  P . G . X .  of 
Phi ladelphia. ' '  A n d  ~ m d e r n e a t h  this  comes ' :  -- Franklyn .  Esq..  P . G . S .  
of Philadelphia." 1 nautecl t o  verify this s ta tement ,  so I went to  our Grand 
Lodge Library.  ancl asked t o  sea this  J l i n u t e  Book. The Libra ry  officials seemed 
rather  to  doubt  m y  a ~ s e r t i o n  as  t o  Frankl in ' s  a t tendance,  so I asked permi:sion 
to finger the  precious volume. reposing ullcler glass i n  t h e  ful l  glory of its heraldic 
enlblazonment and  sumptuous bincling. O n  tu rn ing  t o  t,he d a t e  mentioned, there 
were the two entries. A s  a result i t  was decided t h a t ,  whell ill tlle slunnler 
months a n  influx of Anlerican i\lasons might  be espect,ed. t h e  book ;hould be laid 
open a t  this  particular  lace. Till I was led, as i t  urere b y  a side mind, t o  take 
u p  this subject of Frankl in .  I had  n o  notion of t h e  names being there. so I 
was as ignorant of t h e  fact  as were others. T h e  incicient shows 1 1 0 ~  litt le t h e  
~nost; of us lrnow about  American Nasonry.  So no olle is t o  blame. b u t  I :ecl.etly 
rejoice i n  knowing t h a t  t h e  question is now definitely settled. I have looked 
tllrongh t h e  Grand Lodge proceedings of t h a t  da te ,  and  there is 110 reference 
to  ally acknowledgment of t h e  presence of these t ~ o  distinguished visitors. 
When  well-lrnown pecple &it 0111. metropolis their  doings. yea erell their  wearings. 
a re  to-day nr7 u c ~ c ~ s e / t m .  Indeed I sometinles wonder \vlly 77.e do llct 



h a r e  illustrations of their  nlamler of get t ing into bed,  whether on t h e  r ight  or 
t h e  lef t  side. R u t  i t  was not so in  Frankl in ' s  time. A n  element of respect- 
ability a n d  sober juclginent was then  to all appearance i n  rogue.  Therefore 
here I pause,  though i n  contradictioll to what  I stated a t  nly beginning. and  
d a r t  f rom t h e  purely Masonic side of t h e  :ubject t o  a purely social and  worldly 
aspect. I a m  afraid I may be doing this  on more t h a n  one occasion. for i t  is 
a. well t h a t  we should. see our man ' s  behaviour i n  Lolldon, and  later  I shall 
throw a few incidental side-lights on his life in  Par i s .  So f a r  I have kent  to  
m y  t e s t  i n  considering Frankl in  as a Xason ,  b11t this  occasional s t raying down 
by-paths is a hab i t  t h a t  is not  without value. 

W e  a r e  told i n  P a r t o n ' s  " Life of Frankl in  " t h a t  when he  visited Lolldoll 
in  1767 h e  was establishc d i n  lodgings a t  7 .  Craven Street .  S t r a n d ,  a fashionable 
lit t le street i n  tho-e d a j s .  H e  had with him his son, also a servant for his own 
personal service, and  a aegro a t tendant  for his son. A s  h e  u a s  di-satisfied with 
t h e  hackney coach of t h a t  day ,  i ~ e  set up  a chariot of his o\vn. H e  exhibited 
his electrical appara tus  i n  t h e  Craven Street lodgings, ancl instituted a series of 
electrical matin6es. a n d  i t  was a t  these a:semblies t h a t  the  instrument .  known 
a.; t h e  Armonica.  was introduced. H e  was very fond of playing upon this.  and  
effected m a n y  inlproveinents i n  i ts  construction. I t  13-as often used a t  t h e  public 
concerts round about  t h a t  time. I t  is said t h a t  Frankl in ' s  own Arinonica is 
%till preserved. O n  nly last visit to  Par i s  I went to  see t h e  collectiou of 
instrumeilts a t  t h e  Conservatoire de l Iusique,  and  ainongst other  things I found 
Frankl in ' s  Armonica,  b u t  whether the  actual one on  which he  played I could not 
aecertain. I t  is a pleasing feature.  this love of music i n  one who was essentially 
a scientist. became i t  is a combinatloll t h a t  is rarely found.  Frankl in  took a 
keen interest i n  t h e  artistic side of life, a i d  i t  is therefore interesting to  note 
t h a t .  dur ing  his s tay i n  London,  he had  t h e  p r i ~ i l e g e  of seeing Hande l  led to  
t h e  organ for  t h e  last t ime,  i n  order t h a t  t h e  now blind master might  coilduct 
one of his own works. Garr ick.  who was then  i n  t h e  meridian of his power and  
fame. great ly at t racted Frankl in ,  and he  eventually made  acquaintance with him. 

It was i n  t h e  spring of l 7 5 9  t h a t  Frankl in  acquired t h e  title by  which he 
has been so universally known t h a t  of Doctor. and  this  degree was conferred up011 
him b y  t h e  Vniversi ty  of S t .  Andrews. Tt was while h e  was i n  London t h a t  
he had  t h e  honour of dining with Christian V I I . ,  K i n g  of Denmark ,  brother- 
in-law of George 111. Frankl in ' s  company was so sought af ter  by  Lolldoll 
residents t h a t  i n  t h e  season he sometimes dined out  s i s  days i n  t h e  week. H e  
collfesses t h a t  occasionally a t  these convivial a:semblies he drank  more wine t h a n  
became a philosopher. The club h e  largely frequented which was mainly com- 
posed of clergymen and  scientists. met a t  a coffee house i n  S t .  Pau l ' s  Ch~wchyard .  
and  af terwards a t  t h e  London Coffee-House in  Ludga te  Hil l .  He was also a 
frequent  visitor a t  t h e  Royal Society Club,  h e  having been elected a inember of 
the  Society even before his arrival in  England .  Fronl  thes. few reinarks you 
\\-ill ga ther  t h a t  h e  was a lnan who posse~:ed a fine spirit  of h o 1 2 1 i o n 1 1 ~ :  t h a t  he 
was socially inclined; t h a t  he  had a n  infinite fund  of wit and humour,  else 
would his preseilce not  have been so desired ; and  yet  t h a t  h e  was always eagerly 
ready t o  iinbi1:e knowledge, and could t u r n  from gay t o  grave. and  grave to  gay, 
with a n  enviable adroitness. 111 fact.  i t  is amply :how11 t h a t  he possessed in full 
m e a v r e  qualities which mould fiud ample fulfilment i n  t h e  denlands tha t  might  
bo made upon him by  Xasonry.  

I n  October. 1776 .  Frankl in  once more set c u t  for  Europe.  and  this t ime 
for France,  as a Comn~issioner sent with almost ambaqLadoria1 pon-ers in  order 
t o  t r v  and  foster t h a t  unioil between the  two nations which  roved such a decisive 
factor i n  t h e  establishinent of American independence. X story is related which 
is supposed to i l lustrate  t h e  reason why a Conln~issioner with such plenary powers 
was sent t o  France.  I t  is said ' tha t  ail old gentleinall arrived i n  Philadelphia 
shortly af ter  Franltlin's ret11r.n f ~ , o m  abroad in 1775.  and  offered t o  t h e  Congress 
( then i n  session). i n  good Paris ian English, t h e  as-istance of t h e  K i n g  of France.  
in  :tores amnluni t ion.  and money. Being asked his name.  credentials. and other  
ambazsadorial baggage, he  drew his hand  across his th roa t ,  and said politely b u t  



positively. . Gentlemen. I shall t ake  care of my head. '  H e  disappeared t h e  next  
d a y  froin Philadelphia." I fancy we should not  give too much  credence to  this 
~ ~ a r r a t i v e ,  b u t  I have thought  i t  worth while, because of i ts  i\lasonic twang,  t o  
reproduce i t .  

l Frankl in  arrived 011 t h e  coast of France 011 Nov. 29. 1776 " ( I  am now 
quoting from Hales'  book. " Frankl in  i n  Frallce ' ). " H e  h a d  crossed t h e  ocean 
i n  the sloop-of-war, Reprisal ,  of sixteen g ~ m s ,  commanded by  Captain Vickes,  
for  whom E'rankliu conceived a great  regard . . . A f t ~ r  a diplonlatic delay 
a t  Nantes. Frankl in  a n d  his p a r t y  rode by  post to  Par i s .  I t  TT-as i n  this journey, 
if in  any. t h a t  t h e  historian Gibbon refn-ecl t o  spend t h e  e ren ing  with h im,  
while he also was travelling . . . Arriving i n  Par i s  Frankl in  took u p  his 
quarters a t  t h e  I-Iotel d'Han1bour.g. i n  the  R u e  de  l 'Universit6. and there h e  
remained from t h e  21st of December for some weeks. T h e  p a r t y  then  moved t o  
t h e  comfortable a n d  even elegant hotel of X. R a y  de  Chaumont  i n  Paqsy . . . 
From that  time till  he  left France  he  maintained a separate  establishment i n  a 
par t  of the  hotel. 11. de  Chanmont  with his family residing i n  another par t .  
31. cle Chaumont  would never accept any  rent  un t i l  t h e  independeilce of t h e  
t -ni ted States was made  sure . . . The establishment which Frankliil  main- 
tained was so generous t h a t  M r .  J o h u  Adanls [first Alinister of t h e  United States 
t o  the  Court of S t .  J a m e s ] ,  i n  a well-known let ter ,  espostulated r i t h  him 
regarding i t .  B u t  Frankl in  defended very wisely t h e  expenditure which M r .  
A d a m  thought  profme.  and  t h e  scale of i t  was never changed . . . Franklin 
soon established a t  his  own house a t  Passy a litt le p r in t ing  establisl~ment from 
which occasionally a t rac t  o r  handbil l  was issued." 

Madame d u  Deffand, a great  int imate of Voltaire ,  lost n o  t ime in com- 
lnunicating t h e  great  event-Fraaklin's advent  t o  France-to Horace Kalpole.  
She writes: " D r .  Frankl in  arrived in town yesterday a t  two o'clock i n  the  after- 
 loon: he,s lept  t h e  n igh t  before a t  Versailles. H e  was accompanied by two of 
his grandsons. one seven years old, the  other seventeen. a n d  by  his friend, AI. 
Pene t .  H e  has t aken  lodgings i n  t h e  R u e  de  1'Universitk." The  two young 
people here mentioned were Willianl Temple Frankl in ,  whom t h e  Doctor intended 
t o  ;]lace a t  a French or  German un&ersity. a n  idea which was, ho~vever, 
f rustrated,  as William h a d  t o  act as  secretary t o  his g randfa ther :  the  other. t h e  
younger. was Benjamin Frankl in  Rache, t h e  eldest son of his marr ied daughter.  
This  lad he  intended t o  send t o  school i n  Par i s ,  b n t  i t  is not  clear whether this 
ever happened. I ought  to  mention t h a t  this was not  F r a n k l i n ' s  first visit to  
France.  He had been there i n  1767 and  also in  1769, b u t  not  i n  a n  official 
capacity such as he had  now assumed. O n  his first visit he  stayed i n  Paris  s i s  
weeks. with Sir  J o h n  Pr ing le  as his travelling companion. a n d  dur ing  tha t  time 
they  were both presented a t  Cour t ,  t h e  then K i n g  being Louis X V .  They were 
no t  only presented. b u t  they  had  t h e  privilege of a t t end ing  t h e  G'rnt,t/ ( ' o r t l ~ r r i ,  
when t h e  Royal family supped i n  public. This was t h e  beginning of Frankl in 's  
saying t h a t  in  accordance with t h e  Scriptural proverb, diligent men shall stand 
before kings. During his lifetime h e  was successively i n  t h e  presence of 
George II., George 111.. Louis X V . ,  Christian V I I . .  a n d  Louis X V I .  

Before giving a n y  account of Frankl in 's  Xasoaic  activities i n  France. I 
see opening u p  before ine a most teinpting by-path,  along which I a m  going to 
d rag  you willy-nilly. a n d  this  will constitute our  second diversion. A n d  who is 
t o  be conductor i n  this  foreign clime 1 N o  less a person t h a n  i'I. d e  Bachaumont. 
H a v e  you previously made  his acqnaintance? I f  no t ,  i t  is  t ime t h a t  you did CO. 

for he is a very informing ' Mounceer.' The  Correspondence of Bachaumont. 
which was published i n  36 vo lnn~es ,  contains 011 t h e  title-page of i t s  first voluine 
t h e  following high-so~ulding synopsis of i t s  contents. I will give it  i n  fu l l :  
I Secret Memoirs t o  serve for  t h e  history of t h e  Republic of Le t te r s  i n  France 
from 1762 u p  to t h e  present t ime ,  or t h e  Journa l  of a n  Observer. coutaiiling 
Analyses of t h e  Theatre  Pieces which have appeared dur ing  t h a t  t i m e .  relations 
of Li terary Assemblies: notices of books both new. clandestine, aild prohibited: 
fugitive pieces. ra re  or i n  manuscript ,  i n  prose a n d  in verse. Vaudevilles 011 the  



Court. Anecdotes aud Boils ?Jots: the praises of Savants. Artists ancl Xen  of 
L,etters who are dead, etc.. etc." (Printed) " at  London, a t  John Adamson's. 
1780." 

This Correspondence, begun in 1762. and addressed to subscribers. did not 
stop a t  the death of its first author:  i t  was continued to the  end of l787 by 
literary men who were well knowu in Parisian society. 11. de Bachaumont was 
renowned amongst his countrymen for his varied knowledge and his exquisite 
taste. He presided a t  the " Conferences Academiques " that  were established 
by a woman of a ready wit, well-know.n in France, and abroad. Mclme. Doublet. 
I t  is said tha t  Bachaumont regarded neither filthy lucre nor fame: he spoke 
according to his inner thoughts: he did not belong to  any party, or any clique. 
and nothing could prevent him recording his judgment in  all its integrity. NOW 
what has this worthy lnan to tell us about ' '  31. Frankl in?  " A good deal that  
is interesting. far  more than I could use wherewith to weary you, so I am forced 
to a judicious selection of a few anecdotes of a purely general character, 
presenting to us Franklin in his French dress. When vie come to the 1lasonic 
part of Fraliklin's French career, we .shall likely once more 'summon Bachaunlont 
to our aid. For  the present let us pick out a few choice passages : " On Twelfth 
Night N. Franklin made up his millcl to distribute the  ' pain-beni ' l on the 
morrow. although a Protestant, and not a householder. H e  was quite pleased 
about this ceremony, and had therefore got in readiness 13'brioches.' the number 
of the thirteen colonies of united America. H e  wished to put a little flag on 
each. and tha t  there should be inscribed 011 the first of these flags the word 
' Liberty. '  The curk. who afterwards sat down to dinner with this insurgent. 
manifested some repugnance a t  this extraordinary behaviour. The word 
' Liberty ' especially angered him : the bishop of Xaintes, also present. pressed 
the point of indignation. and said that it would not be posible for the cur6 to  
tolerate such an  innovation. Mdlle d 'Eon " (of whom I expect you have all 
heard). ' .  w l ~ o  was present. was consulted. She replied tha t  she had nothing to 
add to what the  nle~nbers of t'he Church had decided: but in her opinion she 
nould add .a political reason. not less weighty, and tha t  was that  as they were 
barely three leagues from Versailles it would not be becoming to use a word that  
was not liked and tha t  110 one would wish to make public in tha t  august abode." 
As to  the  s i ~ i t e  of this event we have no information-its end must be left t o  
playful imagination. 

I now pass to  another passage: " I t  is only six months since the Govern- 
ment ~vould not sallction an allegorical coiffure for the  insurgents: to-day it finds 
itself i n  a worse fix by the proposed issue of a political engraving, which exhibits 
the tr iumph of these same insurgents: i t  is entitled ' The Indepe~ident America.' 
I t  has been executed by 11. Bore'l: and i\l. V a s s e ~ ~ r ,  Engraver to  the King. will 
do the  engraving. This is its con~position. One sees 31. Franklin freeing 
America. who embraces the statue of Liberty. Minerva shelters the wise 
legislator with her shield; Prudence and Courage overthrox- their enemy. that  is  
to say. England.  who in her fall drags down a Neptune whose trident is broken. 
011 the right of Liberty are Agricn1t1u.e and Commerce. and the Arts  applaud 
this happy revolntion. The proofs will not appear till the  end of the year." 

I will adcl yet another passage : " 31. de la Fayette is so enthusiastic 
about this new republic, to  the creation of which he has in  no small measure 
contributed, t h a t  he has nanled his newly-born daughter. Virginia; his boy is 
called George. because tha t  is the name of Washington. When 31. de la Fayette 
told Franklin about the  new ayrival. and of the nanle he  had given her,  the  
Doctor jocularly remarked tha t  he hoped the ltarciuis would have enough children 
to represent each province of America, but i t  might happen that  some liames 
~ o u l c l  not be quite euphonious, and that  one might suppose that  Master Con- 
necticut or Niss Xassachusetts nonld not be too satisfied with their na~xing." 

l Tile " pain-heui" i i  l~read that ii cnrriecl ronncl in I~asliets ill n i a ~ i y  Pn1.i. 
c.li~~~~ches, and distrih~~tec! to the rotlg~.eg;rt~on a t  the end of the 3lass. 

"lie " br id l e  " is a small i'anq- l i o ; ~ S ,  n-liicli coiilcl Ile divided into a number of 
pieces. 



Tills will sufficiently show you the nature of the  v-ork. and serve to 
establish in your lllincls the extraordinary prestlge with which Franklin was 
inTeetecl in a foreign country. H e  was now over seventy years of age, and yet 
he Tvas not too old to be insensible to the, attractions of female society. I n  fact. 
Tt-e may say, in the language of a Parisian trying to speak English, E give 
\\.hat you call-a-ze ,glad eye." H e  is reported. according to Seward S 

Anecdotes. to have sald tha t  the purest and most u:eful friend a nlan could 
have was a French woman of a certain age, who had no desigm up011 his persoa. 

' They are .o ready ' he would add.  " to do you service, and.  from their 
knowledge know so well how to serve you wisely. ' ' No one undertakes to say 
h o ~ ~  many likenesses of Franklin were made whilst he  v-as in  Paris. But they 
are to be numbered by hundreds . . . The first of these pictures to gaill 
celebrity 1s one which has always been well known. It is by C. N .  Cochin . . . 
Beneath this picture the  publishers intended to place the  following inscription. 

H e  is the honour and the bulwark of the new hemisphere : the waves of Ocean 
become calm a t  his voice  he repre-ses or directs. according to his liking. the 
thunder. H e  who disarms the gods, can he fear k ing?  The French ceasor- 
shlp suppressed these lmes as blasphemous.' Yes the scorpion Inay have been 
a comparatively halmless one, but  all the same the sting u a s  in the tail, and 
the  form of the sting resembled the v~ord  King.'  

I daresay you will think tha t  all this is very irrelevant, but  I hope you 
will see later on tha t  a good deal of ~t fits into the picture we are endeavouring 
t o  paint. 

To be once more I\Iasonic, Bro. Sachse, in his admirable addre~s  at the 
Franklln Bicentenary Celebration, glves us details concerning Franklin's -7Sasonic 
career in France. And first as to the Craft. H e  says: " Franklin arrived 
in Paris 111 November, 1776 and before many months we find him afflliated with 
one of the most important 3Iasonlc Lodges under the Grand Orient of France. 
H e  was elected a member of the Lodge of the Nine Sisters or Xuses in 1777 
or 1778 . . . I n  November. 1778. Franklin officiated a t  a Lodge of Sorrow 
held in memory of Brother Voltalre . . . I n  the year 1782 Franklin served 
as Venerable of the Lodge. ' This will serve as outllne. but  there is a great 
deal to be filled in .  And ,  first of all, let me say a few nords about this very 
remarkable Lodge, Les _Teu f ,Coeut.\.. A whole paper m g h t  be 15 ritten about 
t he  Lodge and its members, its varying fortunes, its stauding as one of the 
pemier  Lodges in France, its work in fostering and preserving all the arts. its 
admirable rules and regulations. but  this must all be put  aside. It is not to our 
purpose, which is to show Franklin's connectio~l with the Lodge. But I lnust 
i n  the first instance infornl you as to the reason for the foundlllg of the Lodge. 
Lalande the celebrated French astronomer, had establlshed a 7,ogr d e s  S c i r n c e s  
in order to group together Freemasons who made scientific pursuits and investiga- 
tions their life-work. Hls friend Helvetius, has an  idea to enlarge this frame- 
work, and to found a Lodge 111 nhich one might nmte  ~ n ~ l i i t ~ .  philosopllers. 
men of letters, and artists, and meet under the patronage of the lluses. But  
those were troublous times for Nasonry in France and the situation did llot 
allow of the establishment of new Lodges, so poor Helvetlus died before he 
could see the realisat1011 of his project. Lalaude took up the work on behalf of 
his departed friend, and,  when he saw the  opportunity eventually establlshed 
t h e  Lodge. becoming the first Master. H e  resigned his official position ill the 
Grand Orient, and was made an Honorary Grand Officer. 

We first meet with Franklin 's  name, as a visitor to the  Lodge, ill con- 
nection with that  memorable event. the  initiation of Voltaire a t  eighty-four years 
of age. Before the initiation, and soon after Voltaire had received a deputation, 
headed by Lalande. from the Lodge, and had promised to becollle an initiate, 
Franklin had had an  interview with Voltaire. Voltaire. ill a letter to the 
-7larquis de Florian. says, M. Franklin has been to see nle a t  111y hotel. as 1 
was very ill. H e  desired me to give my ble:sing to his godson. I gave i t  to 
him. saying, God and Liberty. '  This was in the presence of twenty people who 
v e r e  in the room." Bachaumont, alluding to this scene, says tha t  Voltaire 



pronounced with emphasis the  three worcls. " God. Liberty, Tolerance.' whilst 
Ballantyne, writing of the same occlwreace, says. ' Voltaire, speaking in English, 
said God ancl Liberty is the only blessing fitting for Franklin s children.' " 

Voltaire was initiated on the 7th of April. 1778. The hour is not given: 
it simply says, ' d a m  la matinCe." There was an  extraordinary assemblage, 
comprising, in addition to tlle dignitaries of the Grand Orient. noted menlbers 
of the French aristocracy. and other visitors of high distinction. Lalancle 
presided, and the Conlte Strogano,ff (Chamberlain to  the  Empress Catherine of 
Russia) and Colonel Laroche were the Warclens. Voltaire was conducted into 
tlle Lodge by a deputatioil of nine members. and he entered leaning on the  
arms of Frauklin ancl Court cle Ge1)elin. H e  was invested with the aproil that  
Helvetius had worn and he raised it to his lips in homage to so good a man 
and so eminent a illason. A t  the succeeding banquet. Voltaire. after the first 
few toasts 1m.d been given, asked permission to ~ j i t hd raw,  owing to the delicate 
state of his health. 011 the 30th of May the new initiate had breathed his l a d .  
If I \+?ere writing about Voltaire. I sho~dd  have launched forth into a long 
ciescription of this inemorable ceremony b11t as it is I must not ,  and will not. 
linger. prone as one may be to do so over such an  historical event in Masonry. 

The next occasion oil which we find Franklin a t  the Lodge is at the 
Masonic Apotheosis of Voltaire. This was a really wonderful rite. and a t  this 
meeting Franklin and Stroganoff acted as Wardens. Lalande agaiu presiding. 
Towards the  end of this anlazing and inipressive spectacle, Lalande, together 
with the newest initiate (who was no other than Grenze, the fainous French 
painter) and Mdnle. de Villette (Voltaire's adopted daughter) crowned Franklin, 
as also the writer of the Blo!/c. that  was recited, and the painter of the picture 
representing the Apotheosis of Voltaire. with wreaths of flowers. The crownecl 
ones deposited their clowns a t  the foot of the bust of Voltaire. 

I n  1778 the Lodge celebrated a t  l'assy their sunliner feast of St. John.  
and made it a very special occasion in llonour of Franklin,  who hved as we 
have already heard, a t  Passy, and who had joined the Lodge after tlle initiation 
of Voltaire had taken place. During the f6te Franklin was presented with the 
apron tha t  had belonged to Helvetius. and tha t  had been worn by Voltaire. 

We are told by the biographer of thc Lodge, Fr6re Amiable, that  Lalancle, 
at the end of his third year of office, declined re-election, and desired to be  
replaced by a man inore eminent than himself. So Franklin was elected Master 
on the 21st of May. 1779. I n  the  history of tlle Lodge we have a t  this juncture 
a short account of Franklin's JIasoiiic career in America. and in glancing at it 
I see tha t  I have made an importa~it  oinission in not mentioning his reprint of 
our Book of Constitutions. This was done because the original English edition 
was exhausted, and the Ainerican demand could not be supplied from home 
sources. This was the first Masoilic book published in America. Though it 
was advert~sed ill the I J r ~ ~ n s y 7 ~ w t ~ i n  G((.-ette in May. 1734, i t  was not ready for 
delivery till August of that  year when seventy copies were sent to Boston. I t  
is said tha t  only a few copies of the book are now in esistence. 

Frankliil was Xaster  or T T C ~ i t t v J l p  of the Lodge -ITeuf ('oe~crs fcr two 
years, as he was re-elected in 1780. I n  August. 1779 a f6te was held to inark 
Franklin's election to the chair of the Lodge. I t  took the form of a literary 
and artistic assenibly and ~t was pre-ided over by the Co~n te  cle Nilly, the 
Senior Waiden in Franklin's abse~lce. 111 regard to this absence, Bachaumont 
tells us t ha t ,  although F rauk l~ i i  accepted the position of Naster. yet he laid dow1 
ac a condition of such acceptance that  he must be excused from fulfilling with 
scrupulous esactitude the  d u t ~ e s  of his ofice. As the Lodge de-irecl that  his 
lmne  should appear on the list of Masters. he was left free to absellt himself 
when other duties demanclecl his presence elsewhere. The first part  of this enter- 
taiilmellt con4sted of inusical items ancl readings. The11 all the coinpally went 
into an upstairs room to  view an exhib~tion of artistic and scielltific productions. 
We are told that  ' tllis long meeting. which was found to be short by the 
brethren. as also by the ladies. finished, according to usage. xvitll a bailquet 
which was simple ancl ' spirituel.' the pleasures of nhich were polonged till 
far into the  night . '  



111 the  second year of Frankl in ' s  mastership a n  event of sonle importance 
took place. This was the  foundat ion.  through t h e  agency of t h e  Lodge. of a n  
artistic Society lzl1ow11 as  t h e  , Y r i ~ a ; c , f C  .I/iollnt~ic~ii/ic,. This  was really a sort of 
off shoot of the  Lodge. ancl it  eventually led to  t h e  foundation of the  ,l/usCe ( / c  

I ) f / r ; s .  

There was also auotller important  e v e l ~ t  in tllis same year .  and that  was 
t h e  affiliation of. or t h e  introduction as a j o i l ~ i l ~ g  member of t h e  Lodge, of t h e  
celel~ratecl l'aul Jones:  I believe there a re  even to-day some people who regard 
the  name of P a u l  Jones with horror. and  co~l ju re  ul) for  theixselves some terrific 
~ ~ i c t u r e  of a ferocious pirate .  a sort of Gilbert-a11d-Sullivan creature.  coining 011 

the  stage. staggering 11nder t h e  weight of fire-arms. and  roaring a t  t h e  top  of 
his voice. ' .  I an1 t h e  P i r a t e  King ."  Aly p o u t l l f ~ ~ l  fancies of such a commonly 
acknowledged desperado were of a fierce bully with a pistol behind each ear  ancl 
a dagger betweell his t ee th .  B u t  this  is all wrong. P a u l  J o i ~ e s  was a most 
acco~nplisllecl man : t h e  darl ing of t h e  ladies. a n d  t h e  one-time favourite of the  
great Empress Catherine. who made  him a Rear-Adiniral.  So mucl1 was he 
thought of in  France  t h a t  t h e  K i n g  presented him with a SIVOTCI of h o n o ~ r .  and 
created him Chevalier. F r a n k l i i ~ .  ever since he  had known h im,  had always 
bee11 his giliding gen i l~s ,  and  tlle relation between t h e  two was really more like 
father  and son. tllan friend t o  fr iend.  It must h a r e  heen a great joy to  
Franlrlin to be able t o  ~l-elcomel so clear a f~iencl  as  a, n leml~er  of this  i l l ~ ~ s t r i o u s  
Lodge. 

Jones became a joining nlenlber of the Lodge. hecause when a young man 
lie had  heen initiated ill a Loclge in Scotland, t h a t  country being t h e  lancl of 
his b i r th .  Like his f~ ienc l  a n d  philosopher, he clid not as a rule  ta lk or write 
a b o ~ l t  ;\Iasonry. The  a r d l l o ~ ~ s  na ture  of his career wonlcl doubtless militate 
against any  idea of Ylasonic progress, and he must have been largely influenced 
i n  llis determination to apply for m e a ~ b e r ~ h i ~  of t h e  .\-c.r/f .4'rirrrrs by  t h e  
knowleclge tha t  Frankl in  was t h e  Naster .  011 the, 1st of M a y  of t h a t  year a 
fete  was held t o  celebrate this  ilew accession of s t rength t o  t h e  Lodge. JA 
1)ismerie. \vho was ever a t  hailcl on s t ~ c h  occasions, Fomposed a disc&rse in  
honour of ,Tones. This  was af terwards pr inted.  and we find a n  allusion to i t  in  
t h e  pages of Baclia~umont, where it  is said tha t  " in  this discourse L a  Tlismerie 
m o ~ d i s e s  O I I  t h e  o r ig i i~  of i\iIasonry. tracing it back to t h e  ancient orders of 
chivalrv. which orders derived it from t h e  anc ie l~ t  mvsteries." The d i s c o ~ ~ r s e  
ended with a qimtrain. b l ~ t ,  as I a111 no poet. 1 am afraid T c a i ~ n o t  t ranslate  it  
into su i ta l~ le  verse. I call only therefore give you the  spirit  of t,he th ing .  which 
\\-as th i s :  ' .  Jones,  fertile in  resonrce i n  11is naval eilgagements. acts towards his 
enemies as a skilful coquette \vould act towards us. You th ink  t o  capture her ,  
and  you a re  yourself c i ~ p t u r e d .  " 

I t  inust have been duriilg his mastership t h a t  Frankl in  at tended a Lodge 
of Adoption. bu t  1 cannot fis a n y  d a t e  t o  this event.  1 find allnsion to i t  i n  a 
paper written by t h e  la te  Ero .  H a r r y  Guy.  and in these words:  " T h e  Lodge oE 
t h e  Nine Sister N ~ ~ s e s  received Frailklin i n  a Lodge of Adoption a t  Aiiteuil,  in 
the  house of Sister Helvetius. which was made. the  cccasion of a brilliant fste." 
I venture t o  think t h a t  Frailklin must  have had a great  fancy for these 
junlretings. for t h e  celebratecl i\Idme. Campail,  in  her 31emoirs. tells 11s tha t  
' '  elegant fgtes were given t o  D r .  Frankl in .  who mlitecl t h e  yenown of one of t h e  
most skilful natllralists with t h e  patriotic virtues which had  made  him embrace 
t h e  iloble role of Apostle of L i b w t y .  I was present a t  one of those fetes " 
(;\Idme. Campan was herself, if 1 am not greatly mistalren. a Sister Alason) 
" w h e r e  t h e  most beai~t ' i ful  of three ll~uldrecl women was desigiiated to  go a ~ ~ d  
place on t h e  plzilosopher's white locks a crown of laurel,  a n d  to give t h e  old man 
two kisses on his cheeks." A print  t h a t  was widely circt~lated i n  ,4merica, 
represented a l ~ e a n t i f ~ l l  lady c r o w ~ ~ i n g  t h e  Iloctor with laurel .  as  he sits in t h e  
midst of an elegant assembly of ladies and gentlemen. prominent among whom 
are Louis XVT. and  Marie Antoinet te .  This must be a pictiire of tlle event to  
which I have just alluded, bu t  T think,  as a nlatter of historical accuracy. we 



had bet ter  delete the  Royal personages. l l a r i e  Alltoinette had more t h a n  a 
leaning towards Alasonry, a leal~illg n~11ic:h was eligenderecl I)y t h e  prat t le  of 
thc Court  ladies, b u t  I s l i o ~ ~ l d  llardly look upon the  ~ i s t e e u t l i  Louis as being 
friendly t o  t h e  Craf t .  

I have already mnit ioned I l e l v e t i ~ ~ s  as being t h e  originator i n  idea of t h e  
T,odge L o s  AYc. i~f  . \ 'ori~rs. aud llvt~e. in  connectio~l u,ith this  fGte. we have a 
mention of N d m e .  I-Ielvet i~~s.  so it  may uot be amiss t o  give some brief details 
concerning both husband ancl wife. l l e lve t i l~s  hi~ilself was a man  of for tune.  
holding all impol,tant G o v e r n n ~ e ~ ~ t  post. 1 Ie  sp2nt the  illco~ne from this  in 
s ~ ~ p p o r t i n g  and encouragi l~g literary asl)il,alits. Af te r  thirteen years of work as 
I , ' C I . I I I ~ C ~  ( , ' ~ / ~ ( , r / [ l .  be retired. ma~.r ied a charming and intelligent woman (n.ho 
\vas related to  l l a r i e  Antoiuet te)  and I~c>too!r 11imself to  l i terature.  l l i s  book. 
/ ) I .  i ' h ' s l ~ r i f .  as i t  con ta i~~ec l  teaching directly colitrary to  ecclesiastical dogma. 
though i t  had been printed wit11 the  King ' s  approval.  \vas condenm.ed both a t  
Paris  and  Rome and was pnblicly burn t .  The  au thor  thought  i t  well in  these 
circunxta~lces to  pay visits t o  13crlin and London.  and  in both places he  was 
received with open arms.  1311rilig twenty years t h e  str lot~ of l l d m e .  1Ielveti11s 
was t h e  rendezvous of all t h a t  \\.as i n t e l l e c t ~ ~ a l .  Af te r  t h e  d e a t l ~  of her husband 
she bought a property a t  A u t e ~ ~ i l .  She +till  continued her receptions. b u t  ou 
a less brilliant scale. A1nong those who paid court to  lier and indeed aspired 
to  her hand  was ollr friend Benjamin.  n o ~ v  a ~ i d o w e r .  R u t  I\ladanie remained 
fai thful  to  her first pa r tner .  ancl died w h e ~ l  eighty years old. Beside extending 
au  especial welcome a t  all times to llasolls.  she showed her intsrest in  the  
. Y r i ~ f  .~lJr/ l ,s  by presentillg to  t h a t  Lodge lier husband's  3Iasonic clothing and 
decorations. Tlle picture one forms of this estimable lady is ra ther  of a female 
of t h e  b l~~e-s tock ing  type.  somewhat hard  and aggressive. with a piercing eye 
ever observant of decor l~m,  and  a somewhat manly voice suggesting absolute 
ma.t:ry. B u t  this  is a deceiving portrai t ,  and  notlling like t h e  original. for 
311.s. Adnms.  who joined her 1111shancI in Paris  before F ~ , a n k l i n  left t h a t  city, 
gives us a ra ther  s tar t l ing accolult of a visit to  11d1ile. I-Ielvetius' house to 
par take  of d i~ l l i e r .  There may  he in lier remarks a spice of feminine jealousy. 
and a want  of a c r l n a i n t a ~ ~ c o  with tlie l'arisian manners  of t h a t  day .  but we 
mus t  take her accokl t  as  being s~lbstaliiially t rne .  Ancl tllis is wha< she says: 
" l l a d a m e  entered t h e  room TT-ith a careless jaunty a i r  : 11po11 seeing ladies who 
vvere strangers t o  her .  she bawled ollt, ' A h .  moll 1)ieu. where is Frankl i l i ?  W h y  
did you llot tell m e  t,llere were ladies h e r e ?  ' To11 1n11st suppose her spea1ii~ig 
all  this i n  French .  ' H o ~ v  I look 1 ' said she. taking hold of a chemise made of 
tiffany. which she had on over a blue lute-string. and  which looked as  nluch 011 

t h e  decay as her  beau ty ,  for she was once a handsome woman. H e r  hair  was 
f1,izzled : over i t  she had a small straw h a t ,  nit11 a d i r ty  gauze half-handkercliief 
round i t ,  and  a bit. of dirtier gauze t h a n  ever m y  maids wore. was bowed on 
l ~ e h i ~ ~ d .  She  had a black gauze scarf thrown over her s h o ~ ~ l d e r s  . . . When 
we went into t h e  room to dine,  she was placed between t h e  Doctor and  l l r .  A d a n ~ s .  
She  carried 011 t h e  chief of tlie conversation a t  dinner .  fl.equelitly locking her 
hand into t h e  Doctor's,  and  sometimes spreadiug her  a rms  11pcli t h e  hacks cf 
both t h e  gentlemen's chairs,  then t l u o w i ~ l g  her a r m  careleesly 11po11 t h e  1)octor's 
neck . . . A f t e r  dinner  she threw herself upon a settee. where she shewed 
more t h a n  her  feet . . . Tllis is one of t h e  1)octor's most int imate friends, 
with whon1 he dines once a week, and rhe with h im.  S l ~ e  is rich and is Iny 
near  neighbour." I suppose this  is what on. w o ~ ~ l d  call a 1-ery ' cat ty ' a c c o ~ ~ n t  
of one's hostess. b u t  t h e  fac t  t 'hat l l d m e .  Helvetius was seated betweell the  
Doctor aud  J l r .  Adams may esplain tlie somewhat vitriolic nat1u.e of the  com- 
mentjs. 

A certain N d m e .  13rillon was another  of Frankl in ' s  French  friends. H e  
.describes her  as  ' '  a lady of nlost respectable character and  pleasi~ip conversation : 
111istress of a n  amiable family in this ~ieiglibourhood. with which T spend a n  
evening twice i n  every week. She  has, among other  elegant acconlplishments, 
t h a t  of a n  excellent musician : and  with her  daughters .  whd sing prettily. a n d  
some fr iends who play. she kindly entertains m e  and  m y  grandso11 with lit t le 



concerts, a cup  of t e a ,  a n d  a game of chess. I call this  m y  Opera.  for I rarely 
go to t h e  Opera i n  Par i s . "  Some of Frankl in ' s  wit ty  effusions. such as " The  
Petition of t h e  Lef t  H a n d . "  ' .  The  IIandsome and  1)eformed Leg." " I\lorals of 
Chess," and ' .  The Dialogue between Prankl in and t h e  Gout ."  n e r e  written for  
the  amusement of N d m e .  Brillon's circle. These pieces were probably composed 
by Frankl in i n  E n g l i ~ h ,  and  translated into French  by  some member of t h e  
company. 

I t  is uot  qu i te  certain t h a t  Fralllilill did wri te  t h e  Gout  1)ialogue. b u t  
as it appeared (with his name at tached)  in  a small collection of his works pr inted 
a t  Paris.  i t  has  been generally taken t o  be  genuine. 3 l a d a m  Gout gives Franlrlin 
a good rat ing for his  course of life, alld the  quot ing of a short passage will show 
us how many of his days were passed a t  this  comparatively pleasant period of 
his esistence. So listen for  a n ~ o m e n t  to  X a d a m  Gout : " I f  your situation i n  
life is a sedentary one,  your  amusements, your recreations. a t  least. should be  
active. You ought  t o  walk or r ide :  or ,  if t,he weather prevents t h a t ,  play a t  
billiards. B u t  let us  esamille your  course of life. While  t h e  nlornings a r e  
long, and you have leisure to  go abroad. what  do you d o ?  W h y .  instead of 
gaining a n  appet i te  for  breakfast b y  salutary exercise, you amuse yourself with 
books, pamphlets.  or n e w p a p e r s .  which are  con~moilly not, worth the reading. 
You eat a n  inordinate breakfast ,  fo11r dishes of tea .  \vith cream. and  one or two 
buttered toasts. with slices of h u n g  beef. which I fancy a r e  not  t h e  things most 
ea.sily digested. Immediately af terwards you sit down a t  your  desk. or couverse 
with persons who apply t o  you on business. Thus  t h e  t ime  passes till one. with- 
ou t  any kind of bodily exercise . . . W h a t  is your practice after d i n n e r ?  
Walking i n  t h e  beaut iful  gardens of those frieiids with ~110111 you have dined 
would be t h e  choice of men of sense: yours is t o  be  fised down t o  chess. where 
you a re  found engaged for  two or three hours. W r a p t  i n  t h e  speculations of 
this wretched game, you destroy your constitution." This  is only p a r t  of a long 
harangue.  I fancy there a r e  some of 11s who may feel just as gui l ty  as Frankl in 
did under these accusing words. and  I sonletinles th ink  t h a t  l\Iadam Gout must  
grill sardonically a t  our  Masonic banquets and City dinners. W e  shall do well 
t o  bear her precepts in  mind.  

W e  have again s t rayed a long n a y  from F r a n k l i n ' s  Xasonic career. b u t  
I am ansious t h a t  you s l i o ~ ~ l d  have a glimpse of him i n  his  social doings whilst 
in  France as  they exhibit i n  him t h a t  spirit  of geniality which is a pleasing 
at t r ibute  of brethren uni ted i n  a conmlon fraterni ty.  W e  nil1 now resume our  
proper investigation. 

I n  t h e  year 1782 me find Franlrlin mentioned as a member of the  R o y d e  
L o v e  t l e ~  C'o1111t/rr71dr~r,.v ~ L I  l'r11ip7e (1 I ' O r r ~ \ f  tl'e C'cctrcc~,co~~ne,  a n d  on April 24. 
1785 he succeeds Pr ince  Gdhtzlne as T-ri~irtr?,Ir t I  'ho1111e (11.. W h e n  t h e  Grand  
Oi ien t  constituted t h i ~  Lodge on t h e  17th of J u l y .  1785, a n d  allowed i t  to  da te  
as from the  6 th  of F e b r u a r y ,  1774. i t  recalled t h e  fact  t h a t  t h e  Lodge really 
commenced its labours on  t h e  16th of J u n e .  1758, b u t  there  remains 110 record 
of ~ t s  early years. It stopped working dur ing  t h e  period of t h e  Revolution. 
and appears af terwards t o  have been umted  with t h e  Lodge Pnrf t r i te  d m / t i P ,  
also of Carca~sonne .  which is said to  have been constituted by  some unknown 
authori ty  in  1774. I n  t h e  Lodge List Frankl in  is described as  F r i r e  l e  Doctelcr 
I 'rnoh l i l t ,  d it1 h ~ c ~ s n r l r ~ r r  tles B t n t s - ~ u z ~  d r  l '.l m e r l p l t e ,  b u t  someone has p u t  a 
stroke through t h e  word Ambassadeur and wri t ten over i t  ,11~1z/sfre PIenrp 'o .  
I doubt nluch whether Frankl in ,  dur ing  his s tay i n  France.  went so f a r  south as 
Carcassoinle. though i t  is just possible t h a t  he  may  have visited t h a t  famous city, 
with its coronet of towers a n d  walls, dur lng  some period of relasat ion,  without 
any  record being lef t  of such visit. I n  either case there  can be  n o  doubt  about  
his being a member of t h e  above-mentioned Lodge. 

W e  a re  told t h a t  i n  1785 Frankl in  was elected a n  honorary member of 
t h e  L o g e  des 1~ot1.s  A4mis  a t  Rouen.  A letter was sent t o  Frankl in ,  signed by  
t h e  officers of t h e  Lodge,  and  with t h e  Lodge seal a t tached,  expressing gratifica- 
t ion a t  so distinguished a personage consenting t o  become a member. So f a r  



as I can discover, the re  is no t race of a Lodge of t h a t  name meeting a t  R o u e n :  
T fancy t h a t  some mistake must  have been made i n  t h e  name of t h e  Lodge. '  

Bro.  Sachse informs us t h a t  several medals were struck abroad i n  honour 
of Frankl in ' s  I Iasonic career, and  notably two i n  connection with t h e  Lodge 
of the  .\'ruf S O P I I I . ~ .  One,  engraved by Bernier.  is i n  t h e  Grand  Lodge Libra ry  
a t  l 'hiladelphia: i t  has  upon t h e  obverse t h e  bust of Frankl in ,  and  t h e  inscrip- 
t,ion. ' B e n j .  Frankl in  I\linist. P lea t .  Des E t a t s  U n i s  d e  I 'AmeriQ.  Sept.  
M 1 ) C C L X X I I I . '  On  t h e  reverse is a temple of t h e  l Iuses ,  with nine fenialt? 
figures. a n d  t h e  inscription. ' D e  Lenrs Travaux  na i t ra  L e u r  Gloire des Neuf 
Soeurs.' T h e  other  specimen is a t  Rostocli, Germany.  belonging t o  t h e  Grand 
Lodge of Xecklenburg.  a n d  bears t h e  inscription. ' Les Mac.'. Franc. ' .  L Frankl in  
31 .'. De L a  L . ' .  Iles 9 Soeurs 0 . ' .  de  Paris  5779.' " 

Frankl in  left France  t o  re tu rn  t o  Philaclelphia i n  1785. and  soon af ter  his 
arrival i n  America,  he  was. a t  the  age of seventy-nine, elected President of 
l 'e~insylvania. U n d e r  tlle d a t e  20th of October, 1785. Bachamnont  gives 11s 
this i tem of news:  ' .  Ext rac t  from a letter from Philadelphia of Sept .  17- 
M r .  Frankl in  arrived here on t h e  day  before yesterday. t h e  15th.  looking in 
better hea l th  t h a n  when he  left Paris .  I-Ie has  been received as if he  were a 
tutelary d e i t y :  i t  has  been a d a y  of general rejoicing : t h e  ships were beflaggecl. 
even tlle English vessels. H e  took 45 days crossing from France.  N .  Houdon 
has arrived with h im.  H e  has ret,urned t o  his daughter  her son. now a fine- 
grown lad .  who has lost t h a t  childish aspect which h e  had when h e  was taken 
to Par i s  i n  1776." 

F u r t h e r  on we learn t h a t  Houdon's mission t o  America was to  draw and 
model George Washington.  as Congress had given hi111 a colnnlission to esecute 
a s tatue of t h a t  worthy. Jean-Antoine I london ,  a member of L e s  A .eu f  2Yoeur.q. 
is named successively i n  t h e  Lodge Lists as " Sculptor t o  t h e  King ."  " l lenlber  
of the  Royal  Academy of Pa in t ing ,  and Sculptor t o  t h e  Emperor .  member of 
the  Ins t i tu te ,  and  professor." H e  was born a t  Versailles i n  1741. and died at  
Paris  i n  1828. I-Ie gained t h e  , P r i x  de  Rome ' when h e  was twenty.  ancl then 
livecl for t e n  years i n  I t a l y .  The  members of t h e  ,l-euf , ( ~ O P I I I . S  whonl he  
portrayed i n  sculpture were Lalande.  Frankl in .  P a u l  Jones.  Condorcet. L e  
Peletier cle Norfon ta ine ,  Dupa ty .  Pastoret ,  and  Voltaire. T h e  s ta tue  of 
Voltaire, which is a n  object of admiration t o  those who visit t h e  Comedie 
Fraiqaise.  has  been declared to be 11is r l i c f - c l " ~ ~ ~ t v ~ r .  One of t h e  , Salles de 
Sculpture ' i n  t h e  ' Nus6e d11 Louvre ' still bears his name.  Another  notice in  
I Jacha~unont ,  under  d a t e  31st of March.  1786, i n  a n  extract f rom a letter from 

Since writing this naper, some dociunents have come into my ~~ossession, whir11 
prove eonclusirely that  there really ~r:ls a . .  T,ope des I h n s  Amis " : ~ t  Iiouen. These 
documents consist of four letters, one ot whicli is acld~,essed to the IIoclge by the 
" Imge L'Ardente Alniti6 " a t  I;ouc~i, the n t h e ~  iliree coming rcs1)ectivrly froin the 
" Loge tle In Celeste dmiti6 " ol' l tor~en, ancl the " Loge de la I'arfaite rn ion  " of 
the wme city. There is no i n e n t i o ~ ~  of Franlilin, and 1 only :ldd tliis postcript to 
correct my snggestio~i as to the w~mng Ilame being given to the l i n i ~ e ~ i  Loclge of 1r11ic.h 
l'l~~nlilin was nlailn a member. These letters belong t o  the years 178'2, 1785, and 1786. 
I n  one of them i t  is interesting to note that  in place of the usiial fraternal amiabilities. 
such phrases are used as , .  a spirit of hosrility of evil intent." . '  a decision co~lsigned 
to your arcS1i.i-es of an outrageo~ls character." " all :~ssumetl silenre with regard to 
c.e~tain summonses sent to  ~ O I I  by us." The letter goes on t o  sxy t h a t  , ,  evevytliing 
has co~nbinecl to  i in~~ose  11po11 u s  t l ~ e  tlnty of s o r l , o ~ r i ~ ~ g  i n  silence,, a n t l  abstaining from 
visiting a Lodge that  had adopted a !)Inn ol" action as liostile as it  was u ~ j u i t . "  
'I'llere was evidently nn aggrieved feel~ilg aino~rgst the meinbei~s of tliis Loclge of 
' .  L'Ardente Amitit? " against the " I3om Anlis." but happily the letter eoncli~des \\it11 
a11 appeal rirtually t o  pack troubles awn)-. and a proposal t o  nlnrli t11c restored good 
nnclerstaiiding b5- a frienclly visit t o  the Lodge. Amongst the signatnres appended to 
this letter n-e hare the name of .Jean Jlatlicn-S, ' .  es-venerable et  Iiosc Crois." This 
was the 3Tason who (according to 1301~1) petitioned the Grand Lodge of Edinbi~rgh for 
pone1 to establish a inetropolit:l~~ Chal)tcr aild n Prm-incial Grand Loclge in connection 
with the Loclge , '  Arclente AniitiG." \Ye are told that  his petition was granted. allcl 
that  the Lodge resolved to hccomr ~ < I ~ O \ V I I  as tlie sole centre of t l ~ e  higher grncles. 
aba~icloning to the Grancl Orient the supremacy aver the symbolic grades. As t l i ~  
letter to the " Rons Amis ' is clated 1786. tlie very time r~-hen Jlathe\rs IT-as engaged 
in this business. i t  may b e , t h a t  this esplaiiis the ca??se of the dispute, especially if 
the .. Loge des Dons Smis atlopted n ' ,  non-placet attitnde. 



Philadelphid, runs  t h u s :  ' T h e  17th of this nlonth [ J a n u a r y ]  our worthy 
Governor. Belljamin Frankl in .  on  entering his eighty-first year. was hononred 
by  t h e  printers of this  tou11, who wishecl to  celebrate on his natal  day  t h e  
virtues of one who m a y  be described as t h e  disciple. t h e  fr iend,  and t h e  pdtrou 
of printing. W i t h  this  end 111 r i e v .  they invited h im t o  d special dinner, not 
as President of t h e  Esecut ive Council of t h e  Republic of Pennsylvania, bu t  in  
his capacity as a pr inter .  T h e  following toasts n e r e  d r u n k :  To the  worthy 
Doctor Frankl in ,  pr inter .  philosopher. and  diplomat . To t h e  inveiltor of 
printing. t h a t  a r t  which escels i n  escellence ' . ' To all t h e  pr inters  spread over 
t h e  surface of t h e  e a r t h  ' :  To all those who h a r e  made  print ing a useful 
agency.' " 

Frankl in  was succedecl i n  his French post by  Thomas Jefferson. and  
Jefferson, i n  a le t ter  wri t ten to  a 1)r. William Smi th ,  of Philadelphia, makes 
charming reference t o  his predecessor. H e  wri tes:  " The  succession to D r .  
Franlrlin a t  t h e  Court  of France  was a n  escellent school of humility to  me.  
On being presented t o  anyone as  t h e  nlinister of America,  t h e  common-place 
question was. ' C'est vous. Nonsieur ,  qui remplacez le doctenr F r a n k l i n ?  ' I 
generally answered. ' N o  one can  replace h im,  sir.  I a m  only his successor.' " 
Jefferson goes on,  i n  a la ter  par t  of his le t ter ,  t o  speak of a n  i tem of news of 
some considerable interest.  when he  says t h a t  t h e  K i n g  of France  gave Frankl in 
" a signal testimony of resj~ect by  joining him with some of t h e  most illustrious 
men of t h e  nat ion t,o examine that .  ignis-fatuus of philosophy. the animal  
magnetism of t h e  maniac.  M e p ~ e r  : t h e  pretended effects of which had actonishecl 
all Paris .  F rom D r .  Frankl in ' s  hand .  ill conjunctioil wit11 his brethren of t h e  
learned committee. t h a t  compo~und of f raud  and  folly was mlveiled. and received 
its death-wound." Mesmer has. as we know. been lnany tinles accused of 
beiug a charlatan.  h u t  i t  appears  t o  me t h a t  t o  describe hi111 as a nlaniac is 
rather  rushing t o  a n  extremity of absurclity. There is no doubt  t h a t  Xesmer. 
like others of his t ime.  t raded  t o  some es ten t  on t h e  gullibility of his patients ; 
he  saw his oppor tun i ty :  h e  gauged t h e  neurotic tendencies which he saw about 
h im,  and he  did not  miss a chance of making acquaintailce ~ v i t h  X s s  F i l thy  
Lucre. But I t h i n k  all will acknowledge t h a t  a t  t h e  bot tom of his system 
there was a vital element t h a t  t h e  medlcal profession has not lost sight of i n  
its fur ther  search for  kno~ileclge. 

During Frankl in ' s  sojourn i n  France  great  changes had  taken place i n  
American Xasonry.  fo r  a new Grand  Lodge ' of t h e  Proviiice of Pemsylvan ia  
and  t h e  Territories Thereunto Belonging " hacl taken t h e  place of the old one. 
A new generation hacl arisen with a t t endaut  new ideas and  new formulz,  and  
F r a n l d ~ n  mlist have founcl l~lnlself ornewhat ont of ioint wit11 t h e  times. so f a r  
as 3lasonry was concerned. A t  t h e  moment of Franlr l in 's  re tn rn  the  31asons of 
his 1'1.ovince were taking steps to  declare thenlselves a Sovereign Grand Lodge, 
?svering all bond- t h a t  connected them with t h e  Grand  Lodge of England.  So 
Frankl in in  his old age became. so f a r  as one can tell  for  lack of documentary 
evidel~ce, a n  l l~~aff i l ia ted l l a ~ o n  in his own j~uiscliction. and  he seems from this 
moment to  he practically unconnected to a large degree with t h e  Craft .  

Ero.  Sac l~se  gives some interesting details of t h e  hnppenings concerning 
r ~ ~ h r e c ~ u e i l t  l lasonic events wliich a re  certainly worth quot ing,  eq~ecial ly  as 
Fral ikl i~l ' s  name is once more I r o u g h t  into prominence. W e  a r e  told that  " for 
the  purpose of bringing all  Freemasons together aud uni t ing them under one 
jurisdiction whether they  were Ancients or 3loclerns. a procession aud  feast \\.a> 
projected by t h e  R.W. Grand  Lodge for S t .  J o h n  t h e  Evangel is t ' s  I ) a y  1)eceln- 
ber 21 .  1786." T h e  following advertisement was in-ertecl i n  t h e  local nexvs- 
papers:  '" All Free and  -4ccel:ted Nasons are  p a r t i c ~ d a r l y  req~~es tec l  t o  meet on 
Wednesday. t h e  27th instant  (being t h e  aniiiversa~,y of S t .  J o h n  t h e  Evangelist) 
a t  311.. Cuplissi's Long-Room, i n  C h ~ w c h  Alley, I;rccisely a t  9 o'clock in the  
Forenooli. to  proceed from thence in  Jlasonic form t o  S t .  P a u l ' s  Church.  where 
a Charity Sermon will be  delivered for the  Rclief of t h e  Poor of t h e  Craf t ,  tlie 
Poor of t h e  Congregation ancl t h e  di-tressed Prisoners i n  gaol. After  t h e  



Sermon a n  A n t h e m  will be  :ung by  t h e  gentlemen of t h e  C r a n i a n  Society. B y  
order of t h e  Grand  ;\laster, A:shetom l-lunlphreys. Grand Secretary." l 

A n  article concernine this event was uublished i n  t h e  Pr / l / r sv l~wtz ia  I'trc7iet. 
0 

written i n  such grandiloquent style t h a t  i t  would be a pi ty  t o  miss t h e  opportuni ty 
of reproducing some of i ts  qua in t  and thoroughly fulsonle phraseology. The  
first passage I shall give you is. as you will see, i n  a somewhat subdued and  
formal ve in :  " This  being t h e  first procession of t h e  Grand  Lodge since t h e  
declaration of i ts  independency and  separation from t h e  masonic governnlent 
and t h e  au thor i ty  of foreign jurisdiction, the  public at tent ion (observes a cor- 
rey)ondent) will very probably be much fascinated and  engaged, a n d ,  of course, 
every pains exercised by  t h e  managers of ceremonies, to  make t h e  procession as 
respectable as  t h e  n a t u r e  of th6 circumstances will admi t ,  consistent with t h e  
land marks a n d  boundaries, laid down and prescribed by  t h e  immemorial rules 
and custonls of t h e  ancient craf t ."  The second nassaee bursts these somewhat 
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confining bounds, and  launches for th into a riot of simulated Masonic ecstasy. as 
you will perceive: , The  Grand  Lodge and  i ts  respective officers . , . t h e  
members of t h e  royal arch . . . and t h e  knights ,  princes, sovereigns, and  
grand inspectors of t h e  sublime lodge of perfection, where G R E A T  L I G H T  from 
the G R A N D  E A S T .  a t  Berlin. has  diffused i ts  extensive R A Y S  . . . with 
their respective jewels and  ornamental  badges and  habit.. mus t  unquestionably 
afford a most lively variety,  and  present such a noble sense of order ,  as we are  
taught  alone t o  espect  f rom a venerable institution which avows n o  object b u t  
i~ ro ther ly  love. a n d  has  no other  tendency t h a n  t o  soften t h e  disposition and 
harmonise t h e  h e a r t ,  and  t o  main ta in  the  welfare and  digni ty of associated man." 

A t  last ,  a f te r  all this  rhodomontade. we come t o  a connecting link with 
,our subject,  in a nlention of t h e  dear  old Doctor's n a m e :  " T h e  sernlon was 
preached by t h e  Rev.  Joseph Pilmore, Rector of t h e  Uni ted  Churches of Trini ty ,  
S t .  Tliomas. a n d  All  Saints .  The  dedicatioii reads, ' To H i s  Excellency Benjamin 
Frankl in.  Esq. ,  President  of t h e  Supreme Executive Council of t h e  S ta te  of 
Pennsylvania : a most sublime philosopher : t h e  friend of his C o u n t r y :  a great 
and successful Asserter of Liberty,  with all the  r ights  essential t o  t h e  happiness 
of human n a t u r e :  a n  illustrious Brother ,  whose distinguished merit; among 
I\lasons entitles him t o  their  highest veneration: whose enlinent a n d  long estab- 
lished virtues endear  him t o  his fellow Citizens. as a small testilnonv of t h e  most 
yincere a n d  cordial affection t h e  following Sermon is very respectfully inscribed 
by t h e  A r T R O R . '  ' 

W i t h  regard t o  t h e  reference t h a t  has  been m a d e  so pointedly to  a 
I sublime lodge of perfection " i n  t h e  antecedent paragraph ,  we read i n  t h e  
second volume of ' Freemasonry i n  Peunsylvania ' a n  explanat ion,  which states 
tha t  a f te r  t h e  establishment of a ' Lodge of Grand Elect.  Perfect  and  Sublime 
Jlasons ' i n  Phi ladelphia.  J u n e  25, 1781 t h e  nleetings were held with more or 
less regular i ty  i n  t h e  Lodge room. i n  Videll 's Alley. i n  t h e  old Freemason's 
Lodge. and .  finally, af ter  t h e  sale of t h e  la t ter  house, i n  Joseph Norris '  building 
in Black Horse  Alley." The  dedication of this  room i n  Black Horse Alley was 
noticed as  ' a n  occasion of much ceremony ' i n  t h e  issue of t h e  I 'cnn~!/l~~rr/t i tc 
Jouriztrl fo r  September 24 .  1785. It is s ta ted t h a t  " the re  has  been n o  instance 
of a masonic ~rocess ion  which exhibited a more respectable appearance, and  t h e  
solelnnities used i n  consecrating t h e  lodge were very s t r iking.  ' Amongst t h e  
toasts given a t  t h e  ensuing ' pret ty collation " were these:  ' Our beloved 
Brother George Washington,  t h e  intended Grand  Master of America " : ' That  
dignified Philosopher and  Friend t o  AIankind. Brother  Benjamin  Frankl in " : 
and later  on. these th ree  toasts which a re  ra ther  unaccustomed on a Masonic 
progranmle though  their  sentinlent is undoubtedly qu i te  i n  keeping with our 
traditions. These th ree  a r e  labelled thus  : " X a y  t h e  rus t  of discord never 
corrode t h e  present polished chain of I\Iasonic Fellowship ' : ' M a y  heal th,  

" This JIr .  Duplissi was Brother Peter Le Barhier Duplessis, nho  for a number 
of years se~ved  as Grand Secretary and T).G.1\1. of the R.W. Gland Lodge of 
Pennsylvania, and \rho was one of the chief factors in establishing a Sublime Lodge of 
Perfection in Philadelphia in the later decades of the eighteenth century." 



stability and  power be ever t h e  supporters of our  Lodge " . " May Beauty and 
Aterit be t h e  reward of Vi r tue  and Secrecy." I11 t h e  very beginning of th i s  
~iewspaper notice we a re  told t h a t  t l ~ i s  ' S ~ ~ b l i n i c  Lodge was for conferring 
the superior degrees of 3Iasonry. " 

I have wondered whether Frankl in ever got fu r ther  t h a n  the  ' blue ' ( ; . P , .  

Craf t )  Maso~i ry  : there a re  sundry  iiidications which niight lead one to think 
tha t  he had  possibly become associated \vith other  degrees whilst in  France.  
The fact t h a t  his toast was give11 a t  the above-mentioned consecration does no t  
necessarily lend weight to  such a supposition, bllt a t  t h e  same t ime it  does not' 
weaken t h e  idea. It has bcen suggested t h a t  tlie Xasonic body a t  Carcassonlie 
to  which he  became at tached might  have represented some Brasonic order of 
chivalry, though from t h e  evidence I an1 obliged t o  re ta in  m y  own opinion t h a t  
it  was a Lodge, belonging t o  t h e  same category as  t h e  ~Tc.r~f l S o ( ~ ~ ~ t x .  what we 
k11ou7 to-day as  a Craf t  Lodge. I t  is a point of some interest ,  bu t  I caimot 
for t h e  moment discover where i n  tlie enveloninp darkness we can look for the  
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craiiny of light which shall give us a n  inkling of t h e  t r u e  situation. 
I have alluded t o  t h e  fact t h a t  on Frankl i l i ' s  r e t u r n  t o  Philadelphia there 

was evidence of a desire 111 t h e  Vasonic circle t o  break away fro111 tlie allegiance 
to  our Grand Lodge,  and  as has been hinted,  on Sept .  25, 1786. t h e  Grancl 
Lodge of l'ennsylvania declared i ts  independence. A s  th i s  constitutes a n  
historical landlnarlr i n  t h e  history of American Blasonry, I will fur ther  allude 
t o  a n  account of this  impor tan t  act1011 which appeared th ree  days later i n  t h e  
l'eii/t~,ylcnnctr 1'cicb~c.t. It is said t h a t  this was wri t ten b y  l i ro.  Ihplessis ,  who 
has already been mentioned. I t  will be qui te  snllicient tb give a short extract 
from this unconscionably long article, and  what  I shall quote will show the  root- 
cauqe of t h e  severance, a n d  t h e  gracefully-expressed terms i n  which tlie con- 
tinuance of friendly relations was desired. W e  lead  t h a t  ' although l\lasonry 
disavows anv  manlier of connection with l~olitics or faction. a n d  it is right i t  
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sllould be so, yet  consideri~lg a separation has taken place between Britain and 
America, i t  would be as improper and absurd t h a t  we should again yield 
obeclielice to  her  wild, extravagant  claims of pouer .  a s  t h a t  t h e  Lodges of this  
independent country shoulcl be subordinate t o  foreign jurisdiction i n  any  par t  
of t h e  world. Notwi ths tand i~ ig  our  masonic dependence is now no more, yet 
those fine spun chords of love a n d  sympathy,  by which t h e  fraterni ty are  d r a w 1  
together. as a band of brothers, celnentecl by  t h e  nlost indissoluble of ties will 
ever induce us t o  cultivate t h e  most sociable and  friendlv intercourse . . . 
W e  shall endeavour t o  hold for th  every engaging allurenient t h a t  the m e ~ n b e r s  
of the  British Grand  Lodges may  approach. and  apply their  elegant and wonder- 
working. fingers to  finish t h e  beauties of so well-ordered a Dome i n  this lieu7 
Empire. and nialie this  favorite l a n d ,  what  we really wish, t h e  distingl~ishecl 
residence. t h e  last best re treat  of heaven-born &lasonry." 

AIeanwhile, whilst all this  quiet upheaval  is progressing, Frankl in  is 
carrying on his P~es iden t , i a l  duties. and  enjoying i n  a peaceful old age t h e  sweets 
and joys of a happy  domesticity. H e  writes t o  a fr iend i n  London, ' ,  T h e  
companions of m y  youth  a r e  indeed almost all departed,  b u t  I find a n  agreeable 
society among their  children and  grandchildren. I have public business e ~ ~ o u g l i  
to  preserve me from ' e n n u i , '  ancl private amuseillerit besides in  conversation. 
books, my garden.  and  cribbage . . . I have indeed now and  then a lit t le 
coni~unct iol i  i n  reflecting t h a t  1 spend time so i d l y :  b u t  another  reflection comes 
t o  relieve me,  whispering. ' You know t h a t  t h e  soul is ininiortal : why then should 
you be such a niggard of a litt le t ime.  when yo11 have a whole eternity before 
y o u ?  ' . . . A s  t o  public aniusements, me have nei ther  plays nor  operas. but  
we had yesterday a, kincl of oratorio. and we have asseniblies, balls, and concerts. 
besides lit t le parties a t  one anothers '  houses. i n  wllich t l ~ e r e  is so~net imes dancing. 
and frequently good music . '"  

W e  have a delightful picture of t h e  old lnan i n  his coniparative retire- 
ment .  taken from t h e  d ia ry  of Dr .  nlanasseh Cutler .  a noted clergyman and 
botanist of hIassacllusetts (and af terwards a member of Congress) who visited 
Frankl in in  J u l y ,  1787. The  diarist wri tes:  " W e  found hill1 ill his garden,  



sitting upon a grass plot ,  under  a very large nlulberry tree. with several other 
gentlemen a n d  two or three ladies. K h e n  M r .  Gerry introduced me,  he rose 
from llis chalr,  took me by  t h e  hand.  and expressed his joy a t  seeing me.  
welcomed m e  t o  t h e  city. a n d  begged me t o  seat myself close t o  him.  H i s  voice 
was low. b u t  his countenence open. f rank.  and plea-ing . . . T h e  tea  table  
was spread under  t h e  t ree.  and  l l r s .  Bache, a110 is t h e  only daughter  of t h e  
Doctor. a n d  lives with h im,  served i t  out to  t h e  company. She h a d  three of 
her children about  her .  Thev seemed t o  be esce-sivelv fond of their  ~ r a n d -  - 
papa . . . A f t e r  i t  was dark  we went into t h e  house. and  he  invited m e  
into his l ibrary.  which is 1ikewi.e his st11dy . . . I presume th i s  is t h e  
iargest and  b y  f a r  t h e  best pr ivate  library i n  America . . . H e  showed us 
his long artificial a r m  a n d  hand  for talcing down and  pu t t ing  u p  books on high 
shelves. which a r e  ou t  of reach. and  his great  armchair ,  with rockers. and a 
large f a n  placed ore r  i t .  with which he  fans himself, keeps off t h e  flies. etc..  
~vhi le  he sits reading,  with olily a small motion of t h e  foot . . . Over his 
nlantel he has a prodigious ~ l u n l h e r  of nlcclals. busts,  a n d  casts i n  wax, or 
plaster of Par i s .  which a re  t h e  effigies of t h e  most noted characters i n  Europe." 

This  reference t o  " busts and casts " reminds m e  t h a t  there was anlongst 
Frankl in 's  old acquaintances a 3[rs. Patience W r i g h t  ( the  N d m e .  Tussaud of 
her day). She was a niece of J o h u  Wesley, and  was early distinguished i n  
Philadelphia (where she was born)  ns a modeller i n  wax. A few years before 
t h e  Revolution she brought  ller f a n l o ~ ~ s  collection of figures t o  London.  I should 
surmise t h a t  several of t h e  objects t h a t  D r .  Cutler sax\, on t h e  nlantel were works 
from the  facile fingers of Mrs. TVright. 

F rankl in ' s  circle of friends i n  France did not  leave him mlforgotten. 
The Abh6 I\Iorellet. whom h e  had met  a t  t h e  h o u ~ e  of Mdnle. I-Ielvetius. was 
his nlost freqllent and  most affectionate correspondent. I n  one of his letters the  
Xbbd -ays:  " 011r lady of Auteui l  is very well. a l thol~gl l  she takes coffee too 
of ten,  contrary to  t h e  decrees of D r .  Cabanis, and  always robs me  of m y  share 
of cream. contrary to  all justice. The b111l-dog t h a t  your granclson brought us 
from England is become in:upportable, ancl even vicious: he  has  again bitten 
the  B11b6 de  la Rcche.  and  affords 11s a glimpse of a ferocity t ru ly  disquieting." 
I n  another  le t ter  he  says:  I ?hall never forget t h e  happiness I have elljoyecl 
in knowing yo11. and  seeing yo11 intimately. I \\.rite t o  you from Auteui l ,  
seated in  your  armchair .  on which 1 have engraved ' Benjamin hic seclebat.' and 
having by  m y  side t h e  litt le bureau. I\-hich you bequeathed t o  me  a t  par t ing.  
~ v i t h  a drawer ful l  of nails to  grat i fy the  love of nailing a n d  hammering.  which 
I possess i n  common with you." 

This quietly serene life t h a t  Franlciin uo\v led was ra ther  rudely disturbed 
by a n  accident.  A t  t h e  end of 1787 he fell d o ~ w  some steps leacling to t h e  
garden, a n d  this  gave a shock to t h e  system u~hich  resulted i n  a n  at tack of t h e  
stone. F r o m  this  h e  eventually raliied. h ~ ~ t ~ ,  a l though he  lived more t h a n  two 
years af ter  t h e  accident,  he did not Enlly recover from i ts  effects. 

Frallklin serred ou t  his three years as President .  and  on retirement t,he 
only thing h e  consented t o  receive from t h e  S ta te  by way of compensation was 
the  rein~hursenlent  of t h e  postage he  had paid on official letters.  I t  is t rue  t h a t  
he presented his monetary claims to Congress, in respect of his services botli a t  
llonle and in France.  b u t .  s t range to say. there appears t o  he no allusion to this 
in  t h e  journals of Congre-S. A course of 1111toward and  unexpected events pu t  
these things i n  t h e  background,  and  i t  is asserted t h a t  to  this  day  t h e  vnited 
States  owes money t o  Benjamin Fraulrlin for  work and  l a b o ~ ~ r  done. 

Dur ing  t h e  year prior to  his death,  Franklin suffered a g rea t  deal from 
t h e  disease which was soon t o  strike a fatal  blow. and yet  he \\-as . .  the  same 
joyous. wit ty ,  story-telling. benevolent Frankl in his f r iends had  ever known him ; 
happy  still i n  t h e  society of his pliilosophical brethren,  happiest x h e n  surrounded 
by his many  grandchildren."  H e  passed away quietly in  t h e  midst  of his family 
and  friends on t h e  n igh t  of Apri l  1 7 .  1790. He had just tu rned  his eighty- 
fourth year .  " Towards t h e  end.  some one advising him to change his position 
so t h a t  he might  breathe easier. he  said. ' A dying m a n  can do nothing easy. '  " 
These were t h e  last of his words t h a t  have been recorded. 



Frailklin s dea th ,  i t  would natural ly  be  supposed, would have elicited from 
Ainericaii I\lasons lesolut~oi is  of sorrow, and i t  n i g h t  have been espected t h a t  
they would part ic ipate  111 public testi~iionials of respect for t h e  character of t h e  
deceased; b u t  i n  these solemnities t h e  3lasons as  a n  active organization took no 
part .  They did not a t t end  t h e  funeral i n  a i\lasonic character,  nor did they 
pass resolutions of respect, such as were passed by  other  societies. The fact was 
t h a t  Dr .  Frankl in  was n o t  a n  Ancient Mason. Although h e  was a Pas t  
Grand Xas te r  of t h e  l loderns . '  those distiiictioiis won for  h im 110 official con- 
x le ra t ion  with t h e  Ancien ts '  . . . hence their  non-participation i n  t h e  
cereinonies of sepul ture and  regret.  ' 

I t  might  similarly have been expected t h a t  there  would have been a n  
orerwlielming demonstration of sorrow from t h e  melnbers of t h e  Lodge Les X e u f  
.!'orccrs. but  there had  been gathering clouds of disaster a n d  menace since Frankl in 
had quitted France ,  and  all organizations, 3lasonic or otherwise, were now i n  
the  melting-pot. A s  t h e  historian of t h e  Lodge tells u s :  " After  l789 t h e  
Lodge of t h e  Nine Sisters followed t h e  conimou lot  of nearly all the  Masonic 
Lodges, whose members were then too occupiecl i n  t h e  accon~plishnlent of their  
civic duties and public fuiictions. and  too absorbed b y  t h e  course of events to  
continue any  peaceful work within their Nasonic temples. Clubs and popular 
:ocieties replaced r i tual  reunions. The . Nine Sisters ' lowered its columns, b u t  
a transformation preceded i ts  complete disappearance. 111 t h e  early inor~ths of 
1790 t h e  Lodge was replaced b y  a body called ' The  National  Society of t h e  
Xine Sisters.' 3Ieetings were held on Sundays.  b u t  these were of a general 
character,  and guests were invited, including ladies. anlongst whoin figured t h e  
C'omtesse de  Eeauharnais .  w l ~ o  was t h e  a u n t  (by marr iage)  of Josephiue. t h e  
f u t u r e  wife of t h e  first Nanoleon. B u t  even this  Nat ional  Societv could not 
make headway i n  t h e  face of t h e  tragic happellings t h a t  marked the  second half 
of the  year 1792. I l ~ i r i n g  the  subsequent years t h e  once-so-famous Lodge, even 
under  its transformed aspect, was overcome by  a lethargic sleep. which lasted 
till 1806." H e ~ i c e  we need not  be surprised t h a t  no expressions of sympathy 
came from t h e  Lodge as a n  organised body. though i t  may  well be t h a t  some 
of its members joined i n  other  ways ill mourning t h e  loss of their  famous P a s t  
Yas te r .  For  France ,  as  a nat ion.  was not  slow t o  render  homage. Indeed i t  
m a y  be said t h a t  she paid a touching and unusual t r ibu te  t o  t h e  memory of a 
great, American. W e  a re  told t h a t  a f te r  I I i rabeau  had  in t h e  National 
Assembly delivered his funeral  oration. R o c h e f o ~ ~ c a u l d  and  Lafaye t te  both sprang 
to their feet t o  second t h e  ~ ~ r o l ~ o s a l  t h a t  was made.  b u t  there was no need for  
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i,econding i t .  ~t was carried by  acclamation. T h e  Asseinbly decreed t h a t  t h e  
oration should be  pr inted.  and t h a t  t h e  President.  -711. SiEyes. should co~imlunicate 
t o  t h e  Connress of t h e  Uni ted  States  t h e  r e s o l u t i o ~ ~  t h a t  had been carlied i n  such 
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a startling and impressive manner .  
The oration is so reniarkablc t h a t  I th ink  i t  fitting t o  give ~t in  its ent i rety 

as a worthv t r ibu te  t o  t h e  memorv of t h e  man  whose activities we have been 
briefly considering. I quote it; as i t  is give11 by  P a r t o n  i n  a qui te  adequate 
translation of t h e  original : ' .  Frankl in  is dead. T h e  genius t h a t  freed America 
and  poured a flood of l ight  over Europe  has returned to t h e  bosom of t h e  
Divi~i i ty .  The sage whom two worlds claim as  their  own. t h e  man for whoin 
t h e  l~ i s to rv  of science and  t h e  historv of e m ~ ~ i r e s  contend with each other. held. 
xvithout doubt. a high rank  i n  t h e  huinan race Too long have political cabinets 
taken formal note of t h e  dea th  of those who were great  only in  their fniieral 
panegyrics. Too long has  t h e  et iquet te  of courts prescribed hypocritical mournil:g. 
Nations should wear n i o ~ u i i i n g  o d y  for  their  beiiefactors. The  representatives 
of nations should recommend t o  their  homage none  b u t  t h e  heroes of humanity.  
T h e  Congress has ordained throughout  t h e  Uni ted  States  a mourning of one 
month for t h e  dea th  of Fraitkliii ,  and .  a t  this  moment .  America is paying this 
t r ibute  of veneration a n d  grat>ititde t o  one of t h e  fathers  of her Constitution. 
TYould i t  not become 11s. gentlemen. to  bear a p a r t  i n  this  homage, rendered. 
in the face of t h e  world. both to  the  rights of m a n ,  and  t o  t h e  philosopher who 
has  inost co~i t r ibu ted  t o  extend their  sway over t h e  whole ea r th  Antiqui ty 



would have raised al tars  t o  this  mighty genius. who. t o  t h e  advantage of man-  
kind. compassing in his nlil~cl t h e  heavens and  t h e  ea r th ,  was able to  restrain 
alike thunderbol ts  and  tyrants .  Europe,  e~ilighteilecl a n d  f lee.  owes a t  least a 
tolien of remembrance al;d regret to  onk of the-greatest men \v110 have ever beein 
ellgagecl i n  t h e  service of philosophy ancl of liberty. I propose t h a t  i t  be decreed 
tha t  the  National  Assembly dur ing  three days shall wear inourning for  Be~ljanliil  
Frankl in."  This  oration was issued as a four-page pamphlet .  and  printed by 
Badouiii. P r i n t e r  t o  t h e  National A ~ s e m b l y .  under  t h e  t i t l e :  " Discourse of t h e  
C'oixte de  ,71irabeau. a t  the  ,ession of this inorning 11th of J u n e .  on t h e  death 
of Eelljanlin Frankl in .  Pr in ted  by  order of t h e  National  Assembly." 

W i t h  regard to  other  memorial celebrations held i n  Par i s  a t  t h e  t ime of 
Franlilin's dea th .  we are  indebted to Par ton  for t h e  followi~lg part iculars :  ' T h e  
citv of Par i s .  t h e  revolutionarv clubs. and t h e  Acadenlv of Sciences, each held 
a cerenlonial in honour of t h c  departed patr iot .  011 t h e  d a y  of t h e  municipal 
celebration. almost every one who appeared i n  t h e  streets wore some badge of 
mourning. a n d  t h e  great  ro t~unda  of the Grain 3Iarliet.  when t h e  orator of t h e  
day delivered his address. was lluilg ~ v i t h  blacli, a n d  t h e  whole audience were 
c,ad in  mournillg. The  Society of Pliilters of Par i s ,  on t h e  same day,  paid 
peculiar honors to  t h e  memory of their illustrious craf tsman.  A bust of 
~ r a n k l i n .  crowned with a wreath,  was placed upon a column i n  a spacious hall. 
Around t h e  base of the  c o l u ~ m l  were arranged cases of type and  a pr int ing press. 
While one of their  number  was proilou~lcing a n  oration i n  honor of Frankl in,  
others \\-ere employed i n  set t ing it  i n  t y p e .  and when i t  was done,  impressions 
were struck off, a n d  distributed among the  crowd." 

W e  a r e  f u r t h e r  told t h a t  one of t h e  club celebrations ' at t racted much 
attelition." A n d  i t  nliglit well be so. for its peculiar significance will a t  once 
Le appreciated by  those who a re  members of our Fra te rn i ty .  Le t  us  hear then 
a b o ~ ~ t  th i s :  ' The Friends of t h e  Revolution ancl H u m a n i t y  aswnblecl a t  the 
CafP Procope. and  wishing t o  render all t h e  honors t o  t h e  memory of the  
celebrated Frankl i l i ,  ordered all t h e  glasses to  be covered with crape. and  the  
inner apar tment  to  be ]lung with black. 011 t h e  door towarcls t h e  street was 
the following inscription Fralililin Est i \ lor t . '  A t  one end of t h e  apar tment  
was placed his bust .  crowned with oak-leaves: and  a t  t h e  foot of the-pedestal 
was engrave11 t h e  word ' VIR. '  Two cypresses elevated their  melancholy branches 
above i t ;  on t h e  two sides of it  were the celestial and  terrestrial globes. charts.  
etc. : and  under  i t  a serpent biting his ta i l .  as  a n  emblem of immortality. A n  
orator read a sinlr;le h u t  nathetic clisco~use. in  which he  recounted the  benefits 
this illustrious philosopher had conferred upon ~nanl r ind  : a n d  in order t o  honour 
his iil/it/r.s i n  a manner  still more x o r t h y  of h im,  oil t h e  following d a y  a quant i ty  
of bread. bought  by  s ~ ~ l ~ s c r i p t i o n .  i n  which everyone was eager t o  concur. was 
distributed anlong t h e  people." From this account I glean t h e  idea t h a t  some 
of the  more a rden t  members of the  . T c ~ f  Sor i l rs  must have been behind t h e  
scenes i n  t h e  oreanizatioil of this  t r ibute .  T h o ~ ~ e h  there is no mention. as I 
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h a r e  said. of a n y  concrete n~anifestat ion from the  celebrated Lodge. it  may well 
have been t h a t  .everal of i ts  nlen~bcrs  wonlcl as private individuals join in  this  
manifestation with those who were evidently brother-;\lasons. 

As t o  tlle place of meeting. there is a reference in t h a t  interesting book. 
" T h e  Stones of Paris ."  which was pnblizhed in New Torl i  in  1899. The 
reference is as  follon-S: " Cafe k la Voltaire ' is the  legend you may read today 
on a pillar of the  Cafe' Procope, in  the  R u e  de 1'Ancienne Comedie, directly 
opi~osite t h e  old Comedie Franyaise . . . I n  t h e  litt le room on tlle left,  as 
you walk in  011 t h e  g r o ~ ~ n c l  floor, they treasure still. while these lines a re  written. 
Voltaire's table. H e  sat  near the  stage t h a t  produced his plays. sipping his 
own special and  a l~onl i~ iab le  blend of coffee and cl~ocolate. Ti t11 him sat,  
among the  not so notable. I)iderot,  d 'Alembert .  Marmontel ,  Rousseau with his 
young friend Griinm, and l'i~,ou. Voltaire's pet enemy . . . Dur ing  t h e  
Revolution, while t h e  Caf6 de la Regence. which faces t h e  present Comedie 
Franyaise, was the  pet recort of t h e  R,oyalist writers. this Cafk Procope was t h e  
gathering place of t h e  Rel)nl)lican penmen, and they draped i ts  walls, i n  blacli 



and wore mourning f o r  th rae  days,  when word came acros: t h e  water  i n  1790 of 
the death of Benjamin Frankl in .  t h e  complete incarnat ion t o  them of t r u e  
Republicanism." This  CafQ,  which had  so great  a reputat ion,  was established 
by one Francesco dei Coltelli, who af terwards became known as  Franyois Procope. 
One of his sons, Llichel, took u p  t h e  profession of medicine b u t  i t  is said t h a t  
Ee was more often found a t  Masonic a~semblies  or a t  t h e  thea t re  than  a t  t h e  
bedsides of his patients.  H e  had  a l i terary t u r n  of mind  and  wrote a five-act 
comedy. .lrl~,r/rrttl h(tlozrrt7 [ t h e  word f)dOll?d means si7tipJeto1z] which was 
produced a t  a London thea t re  i n  1719. H e  is said t o  have been t h e  only i\lason 
of his time whose name livecl on i n  popular favour. H e  was a member of t h e  
Lodge .C(l/tzt .7ent1 d e  [ ( L  1 ) r~r . r e t i~~ t z . "  Evidently t h e  vir tue inculcated by  the  
name of the  Lodge did not  always pocsess him.  

I have said t h a t  t h e  t r ibu te  t o  Frankl in  t h a t  one inight have expected 
from the  -1-ec1f I S ~ ~ z o  S was no t ,  through force of circumstance, forthcoming. 
W e  have. however, evidence t h a t  Frankl in  was still kept  i n  remembrance b p  
the  Lodge af ter  he  h a d  left Par i s ,  for i n  1786 ( the  year a f te r  his return t o  
America) we have th i s  notice i n  t h e  pages of I ~ ( i c l ~ ( i ~ o t z o t i t  : . F o r  some t ime 
t h e  Lodge of the  Nine Sisters has  not been i n  active evidence: today she once 
more awakens at tent ion by  a n  academic prograi;lme, which is announced t h u s :  
' The Society, known under  t h e  name of t h e  Nine Sisters, composed of savants 
artists,  and l i t terateurs .  a n d  presided over by  Senjanl in Frankl in  during t h e  
year which followed t h a t  i n  which i t  had t h e  misfortune t o  lose Voltaire;  
wishing today t o  pay public homage of adlniration t o  t h e  celebrated American. 
whose foresighted guidance of our  Lodge one dare  not  hope t o  have any  more. 
proposes to  A r t  and  Eloquence two prlzes, which will be two gold medals. each 
of the  value of 600 livres.' The  prize for Eloquence will be given for a pros. 
elegy on Benjamin Frankl in ,  occupying a t  least half-an-hour for  delivery. ?he 
prize for A r t  will be given for  a n  allegorical design. 2 feet high and  14 feet 
X\-ide, representiilg t h e  services rendered by Eeiljanlin Frankl in  to  Science rrud 
American Liberty. All  persons except members of t h e  Society of the  Nine 
Sisters. can enter their  names. The  Competitioll is only open till  t h e  last day  
of February.  1787. a n d  t h e  prizes will be dis t r ibuted a t  a solemn as einbly t o  
be held on the  first X o n d a y  i n  May,  1787." There is n o  record as  to  whethzr 
these prizes were ever awarded.  b u t  it seems probable t h a t  t h e  ' solemn 
assembly ' was never held. 

I n  his will F rankl in  bequeathed to his daughte r .  X r s .  Bache. the  
miniature on ivory t h a t  was presented t o  him b y  Louis S V I .  upon his retire- 
ment  as l l inis ter  t o  France .  I t  w2s originally set with three circles of 409 
diamonds. There was a proviso attached t o  this  b e q u e ~ t  t o  t h e  effect tha t  he 
requested t h a t  his daughte r  ' would not form a n y  of those diamonds into 
ornaments either for  herself or daughters .  and thereby introduce or countenance 
t h e  expensive, vain. a n d  useless fas l~ ion  of wearing jewels i n  th i s  country. and 
t h a t  those immediately connectecl with t h e  picture Inay Ee preserved with thc 
same." Another  bequest t h a t  Frankl in  made was expresscd as  follows: ' 1\Iy 
fine crab-tree walking stick with a gold head.  curiously wrought i n  the  form of 
t h e  cap of liberty. I give t o  m y  fr iend.  and the  friend of mankind ,  Geuwal 
Washington. If i t  were a sceptre. lie has  merited i t .  a n d  would become i t .  
I t  x a s  a pressnt to  me1 from t h a t  excellent woman, X a d a m e  d e  Forbash.  tile 
Dowager Duchess of Deuxponts ,  coilnected with some verses. which should go 
w t h  i t ."  The verses appear  t o  have been lost. 

Par ton  gives a n  interesting account of a great  celebration t h a t  was held 
i n  Boston in 1856 i n  memory of Frankl in .  H e  tells us  t h a t  ' of all t h e  honors 
paid t o  the  memory of a inan b y  his native city nothing has ever equalled t h e  
homage rendered t o  t h e  character of Frankl in  by  t h e  citizens of Boston. wheu 
t h e  s tatue by I lo ra t io  Greenough. which stands i n  f ron t  of t h e  City H a l l ,  was 
inaugurated . . . t h e  ,procession was marvellous. I t  was five miles i n  
length . . . t h e  pr inters ,  as was inevitable, came ou t  i n  great  force. One 
of their cars presented a p r in t ing  office of t h e  t ime of Frankl in ' s  apprenticeship. 
with ancient printing-press, type-case ancl black balls, with pr inters  i n  t h e  dress 



of that  period. striking off and throwing among the  crowd fac-simile copies of 
that  number of the ' Boston Courant ' which first contained the name of 
Benjamin Franklin as publisher . . . The car of the copper-plate printers 
threw showers of miniature portraits of Franklin among the people. Electricity 
was represented by cars containing some of the apparatus employed by Franklin 
and Priestley, telegraphic apparatus ill operation, lightning rods, an electro- 
typing machine. and a nlodern electrical machine which gave a shock to as 
many as chose to touch the dangling knobs . . . The trades were followed 
b y  the Masonic orders and the Odd Fellows, with their glittering insignia. and 
these by the literary, philosophic, and charitable societies. A t  the end of the 
long line were the children of the public schools, thousaiids in number, the boys 
all in their Sunday best, the girls in white adorned with blue ribbons and 
badges. bouquets, and wreaths of flowers . . . the record of the proceedings, 
printed by the  authority of the city council, is an octavo voluine of 412 pages." 
This would appear to have been a wonderful tribute. and in the brief extracts 
I have given from tile long account of the proceedings, we have. passing before 
us glinlpses of the various activities and inventions v hich h a r e  made the name 
of Franklin so famous. I t  is difficult adequately to estimate the worth of such 
a man. The question may rise to our lips, How did Franklin succeed,  here 
others fai led? ' It may be, as has been well said, tha t  ' the secret lies in his 
practical philosophy of life." I t  may be, also, tha t  the  foundation of that  
philosophy lies in the observance of those maxinls which he composed for his 
o a n  guidance during his voyage back to America from England, when he was 
twenty-two years of age. There is a great deal of moral staying power to be 
derived from the carrying into practice of such inaxinls as the following: ' They 
tha t  won't be counselled can' t  be helped. ' ' One today is worth t \ ~ o  tomorrow," 
and the  famous saying. ' Early to bed, early to rise, makes a man healthy, 
wealthy, and wise." These and a hose of like mottoes were incorporated in 
' Poor Richard's Almanack." I t  was in December. 1732, t ha t  Franklin gave 
the Pe~lilsylvanians the first nun~ber  of that  lnost reno\i-ned of all almanacks. 
' Poor Richard. ' It achieved succe:s from its very beginning. The average 
sale for t ~ ~ ~ e n t y - f i v e  years was, we are told, 10 000 copies a year. a large circula- 
tion in those days. 

Whilst considering matters literary, I ought to mention that  after 
Franklin's death. an epitaph. written by him a t  the age of twenty-three. was 
found amongst his papers. T t  ran t h ~ l s :  ' The body of Benjainin Franklin, 
Printer ,  like the cover of an old book. its cont:nts torn out ,  and str imed of its 
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lettering and gilding. lies here. food for worms, but the nork  shall not be wholly 
lost: for i t  will as he believed, appear once more, in a new ancl more perfect 
edition. corrected and amended by the AUTHOR."  

As  me must now draw to a close. I will onlv add tha t  I can faucv I 
hear someone saying, ' You have told us certain things about Franklin;  you 
have endeavoured. perhaps unsuccessfully, to make him for a monlent a living 
personality amongst us, but you have give11 us no portrait of the actual man." 
I call only answer tha t  Franklin changed coilsiderably both facially and in figure 
during the  various stages of his long career. We may gather. from a con- 
templation of engravings and portraits, the mind-pictures of a bright open-faced 
child, full of animation, and with a pretty show of curls falling to  his shoulders: 
later. a t  the age of twenty, of a fine, well-looking. well-set-up young man. his 
features set off to advantage by a carefully-curled wig: later. in his French day., 
of a somewhat wrinkled show of countenaace. wearing glasses. adorned as to his 
head with an  ample-sized fur  cap : in his old age, a man of benevolent and 
chastened features, the  ideal grand-papa, with stooping shoulders. and flowing 
white hair. Bu t  a t  every stage I think one may remark the  pur~oseful  gaze. 
the keen vitality, the indomitable mill. the inward illumination of genius which 
marks him out as a leader, intent 011 victory. I n  1767 he wrote from Paris 
to the daughter of his landlady in Craven Street. The letter was full of fun,  
a i d  in i t  he says. " I had not been here :is days before my tailor and 
perruq~iier  had transformed 111e into a Frenchman. Only think what a figure 



I made in a little bag-wig, and with naked ears. They told ine I was become 
twenty years younger, and looked very gallant." H e  is described a t  about the 
age of sixty-nine as having grown portly, and he  frequently alludes, in jocular 
exaggeration, to his great bulk. His head being remarkably large and massive, 
the increased size of his body was thought to have given proportion as well as 
dignity to his frame. His  face was ruddy. and indicated vigorous health. 
There is in Paris, close to the  Palais du  Trocadero, a fine statue of Franklin, 
seated in his armchair, the  statue being the gift of an  American. This gives 
an excellent idea of what he must have been when entering on tha t  span of 
life which is supposed to exceed the ordinary life of man. 

We must now leave our dear friend, the Doctor. -4ve  ntque Vale.  The 
world is the better for his advent:  he leaves behind him the  nleinory of a life 
spent for the good of his fellows: I trust  the introduction of this subject may 
be of some interest. I hope i t  may pave the  way for a fuller knowledge of 
American Masonry, and all i t  should mean to us. as i t  must not be forgotten 
tha t  the earliest settlers sprang from our own stock, and they carried with them 
such Vasonic traditions as we possessed a t  t ha t  time. It pains me sometilnes 
to hear. when ritual ~ o i n t s  are beinn discussed. the somewhat scornful remark. 
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L Oh, that  only comes from America." It carries the  nlind back to that  
kindred gibe, " Can any good come out of Nazareth? " W e  shall all be better 
for a greater knowledge of American Nasons and their work, and a great deal 
better if we cultivate tha t  friendly and fraternal feeling which should link 
together brethren under the Union Jack and under the  Stars and Stripes. 
' Hands across the sea " :  t ha t  should he the motto. Never mind about 
political and economic differences: the accelltuation by means of Xasonry of 
our belief in our fellow-man may help to soften and remove difficulties in the 
outside world, and will certainly sweeten brotherly interconrse. 
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-1 hearty rote of thanks was unanimously passed to Bro. de Lnfontaine on the 
1.ropos1tion of Bro. G. Norman, secondecl by Bro. H. Poole comments being offerccl 
by or 011 behalf of Bros. J. Heron Lepper, G. V. Dnynes, J. V. Hobbs and C. F. 
Sykes. 

Ero. H. POOLE said :- 

It mould not be fair to criticise the writer of such a paper as this for any 
small omi~sions which he  may have made: volumes would be required to do 
justice to such a man as Benjamin Franklin:  and we must congratulate Bro. 
Lafontaine on the skill with which he has contrived to combine a pleasing and 
adequate portrait of the man with what is probably a very complete account of 
the Mason. 
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There are, however, two points on which I venture to supplement t h e  
material which Bro. Lafontaine has put before us. The first has no obviously 
direct bearing on Masonry, though Bro. Lafontaine has thought i t  of sufficient 
interest to include-I refer to the Junto.  Brethren who have heard this paper 
read will get, I think, the impression tha t  this ' secret society ' was just a boyish 
club. which persisted for perhaps a year or two, but  had no lasting effect. This 
was far  from being the case. Somewhere near ten years after its foundation. 
i t  was so popular among its members, who were limited to twelve, tha t  some 
wished to  enlarge the  circle by the introduction of friends. The project was 
finally adopted tha t  each member should form a fresh circle of his own: the 
subjects for discussion being more or less controlled by  the Jun to  through i t s  
member; and each new circle. like the original. to be secret, and to be unaware 
of the existence of the central body. They were not all successful: but  five or 
six, Benjamin Franklin tells us, were completed. " which xere  called by different 
names, as the Vine, the Union, the Band, etc. They were useful to themselves," 
he goes on, " and afforded us a good deal of amusement, information, and 
instruction, besides answering, in some considerable degree, our views of 
influencing the public opinion 011 particular occasions." I t  was, in fact, a 
powerful instrument for sounding, as well as educating, public opinion: and 
nearly thir ty years after the formation of the original society. we still find 
Benjamin Franklin using it to air proposals for the public good. before conling 
out into the  open to  enlist public support for them. 

The other matter on which fuller detail seems to  be called for concerns 
the Lodge in which Benjamin Franklin was initiated. Little is known of this 
Lodge or its s tatus;  but  what is known or can be conjectured is by no means 
without i ts  interest. I11 1730 there seem to  have been several Lodges working 
in Philadelphia, though not one seems to have had any sort of a warrant from 
any authority. I n  tha t  year, Bro. Daniel Coxe, a wealthy man of New York. 
while visiting England, was authorized as Pr0v.G.X. of New York, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania. There is some rather doubtful evidence tha t  he was 
approached by a Pennsylvania Lodge with the object of obtaining sanction for 
its proceedings; but ,  on the whole. the evidence seems to show tha t  Daniel Coxe 
did not visit America during his two years' tenure of the office, and tha t  no 
Lodges were constituted by him. The appointment of Bro. Price as Prov.G.M. 
of Massacllusetts, and G.>[. of all America, seems to have been two years later, 
though no record of the Patent  is to be found in our G.L. 3Iinutes-there being, 
in fact, a complete blank between Idarch, 1734, and February,  1735. But in 
the meantime we find Bro. William Allen, and later Benjamin Franklin himself, 
functioning as G .N.  of Pennsylvania-a creation of those Lodges, which Bro. 
J. F .  Sacllse tells us took place in 1732. The Thos. Carmick 31s. of the Old 
Charges, of 1727, rather helps to strengthen the probability tha t  the Philadelphia 
Lodges worked on no constituted authority (though the mention of ' St.  John's  
Lodge ' in t ha t  N S .  cannot be taken as proving any special association with the 
Lodge in  which Benjamin Franklin was initiated); and there seems to have been 
the same want of higher authority for the creation of a G.L. This jurisdiction. 
which is now, of course, an independent G.L., claims, in fact, to have been the  
third G.L.  in the world to  form itself by the  union of private Lodges acting on 
a ' time-imn~emorial 'l' footing. The fact tha t  Benjamin Franklin was the first 
J .G.W.  and the second G.X. ,  seems to suggest t ha t  here, as in everything else 
with which he  had to do, he was well to  the front. 

I most heartily endorse Bro. Lafontaine's tribute to Benjamin Franklin 
the man,  and to his Autobiography-a most fascinating book to read.--and have 
great pleasure in seconding the vote of thanks to him for the very entertaining 
paper he has read us. 

- 

Bro. J. IIERON LEPPER said :- 

Erother Lafontaine's scholarly and fascinating paper has covered a period. 
comprised within the lifetime of one man, which is one of the most important 



in the history of Freemasonry in the United States-beginning with the establish- 
ment there of the earliest regular Lodges and ending with the  establishment of 
the first independent Grand Lodges of the young Republic. 

As I, for one, certainly cannot pick any holes in the facts t ha t  have been 
offered to us to-night, the only way I can express the interest I have taken in 
the  paper is by tagging on a few additional notes, not strictly correlative 
perhaps to our venerated Brother Benjamin Franklin,  but  a t  any rate germane 
t o  the Masonic history of the country which had the happy fortune to give him 
birth. 

Brother Franklin 's  newspaper was not the only one tha t  published items 
of Masonic interest in the early days. May I quote you one tha t  appeared on 
28th November, 1737, in the -Trw I-ork G n r e f f r ,  in the form of a letter addressed 
to  the printer : - 

" Mr. Bradford: There being a new and unusual sect cr  Society of persons 
of late appeared in our native Couiltry, and from thence spread into some other 
Kingdoms and Common Wealths. and a t  last has extended to  these parts of 
- imer i ca ,  their Principles, Practices and Designs not being known, nor by them 
published to the World, has been the reason tha t  in Holland, France. I taly,  and 
other Places they have been supprest. All other Societies t ha t  have appeared 
in the World have published their Principles and Practices, and when they meet 
set open their Meeting-house Doors, for  all tha t  ~ d l  come in and see and hear 
them, but this Society called F R E E  XASONS, meet with their Doors shut, and 
a Guard a t  the outside, to  prevent any to  approach near to hear or see what 
they are doing. And as they do not publish their Principles or Practices, so 
they oblige all their Proselytes to keep them secret, as may appear by the severe 
Oa th  they are obliged to take a t  their first admittance." 

(Quoted in bIcClenachan's " History of F.X. in New York," vol. i., 
pp. 123-4.) 

I would like also to  make a passing reference to a matter touched on by 
Brother Lafontaine a t  no great length. the establishment of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of the Antients i n  Philadelphia, which in,  comparatively, a very short 
time completely ousted i ts  older Nodern rival, and became the direct ancestor 
of the existing Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. The correspondence on the 
subject has been preserved, presenting the Antient side of the  case, and if i t  is 
worthy of credence (and i t  rings true) the Provincial Grand Master of the 
Moderns had only himself to  thank for the split in Philadelphia. What  
happened was: certain lUasons, resident in Philadelphia, who had been made in 
English. Irish and Scottish Lodges, obtained a charter to work as a Nasonic 
Body under the Premier Grand Lodge, and continued so t o  work for some time. 
B u t  they followed the Antient  r i tua l ;  and their Worshipful Master hailed 
originally from a Lodge in Belfast. These two facts, I have no doubt, dove- 
tailed into one another to form a stumbling-block. because a Belfast Xason then 
as now would not have had the slightest scruple in telling any Provincial Grand 
Master in any part of the known world tha t  any Ritual which did not conform 
t o  the Belfast standard must ipso f nc fo  be wrong. Whether Brother Brooks, 
which was the name of the  Irish Brother, was so tactless as to  say this in so 
many words I cannot vouch, though I have my suspicions: but  there is no doubt 
a t  all that  Brother Allen, the Provincial Grand Master. told Brother Brooks 
and his fellows that  they would have to  alter their ritual to  suit the Modern 
cut. They refused to obey: obtained a Warrant  from the Antients in London: 
then  a Provincial War ran t ;  and eventually choked out every Modern Lodge 
in Pennsylvania. Yet if they had only been left i11 peace to carry on their 
accustomed Antient working, as indeed was being practised by so many Lodges 
under the Premier Grand Lodge, then there would have been no schism in 
Pennsylvania, and tha t  State might have numbered among the first of i ts  Grand 
Xasters the revered name of Benjamin Franklin. 

The War  of the American Revolution is, of course, full of Masonic 
incidents. I n  the very first battle, t ha t  of Bunker's Hil l ,  the Grand Master of 
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Massachusetts, General Joseph Warren, fell on t h e  side of the Continentals. 
I n  the  published letters of Mrs. John Adams to her husband (New York. 1876) 
we get some llIasonic references. I will only premise tha t  these letters being 
written a t  a time of great excitenlent and bitter feeling, we should act wisely in 
not giving conlplete credence to  anything which the letter-writer did not  witness 
in person. 

Writing on 31st Ju ly ,  1775, six weeks after the  battle, she says:- 

" We learn . , . t ha t  our ever valued friend Warren,  dear to  us even 
in death, was not treated with anv more r e s ~ e c t  than  a common soldier: but 
the savage wretches, called officers, consulted together, and agreed to sever his 
head from his body and carry i t  in triumph to (General) Gage . . . What 
humanity could not obtain, the rites and ceremonies of a Mason demanded. 
An  officer, who i t  seems was one of the Brotherhood, requested tha t  as 'a Mason 
he might have the body unmangled, and find a decent internlent for i t .  He 
obtained his request. bu t  upon returning to secure i t ,  he found i t  already thrown 
into the  earth . . . , S  

Warren's  body was disinterred from the battlefield in 1776, and on the 
7th April Nrs.  Adams writes :- 

" Yesterday the  remains of our worthy General Warren were dug up upon 
Bunker's Hill,  and carried into town, and on Nonday are to  be interred with 
all the honors of war." 

And on the  10th April :- 

" The Doctor was buried on Blonday; the  DIasons walking in procession 
from the State House, with the military in uniforms, and a large concourse of 
people attending. ' '  

I have here two more extracts taken from the Ainerican Press in those 
Revolutionary days. I am not going to read them to you now. for 1 have taken 
up more than  my fair share of the time allotted for discussion of the paper: I 
may say. however, tha t  the first describes S t .  John's  Day in Winter,  l778 at 
Philadelphia, with our Brother George Washington joining in the -7lasonic 
procession to  church : and the second. S t .  John's  Day in Summer. l781 at 
Ncw York, with an  English Antient Lodge also attending church, and later 
drinking healths five fathoms deep to Lords Cornwallis and Rawdon, later to be 
know11 as the Earl  of 3loira. a name not likely soon to  be forgotten in English 
Xaqonry. 

Surely from the very circunlstance of being able to point out two such 
names of estimable men and IIasons on opposing sides in the great Revolutionary 
struggle, we may venture the prophecy that  the  ties tha t  bind us. of blood. of 
sympathy, of idealism. are far ,  far stronger than  any petty subject of dis- 
agreement tha t  can ever arise between two great nations: and because Brother 
Lafontaine has reminded us to-night of what should be our duty ,  our hope and 
our pride, to foster a better understanding between the Masonic Brotherhoods 
of the leaders of cirilization in the Old World and the New, my thanks are even 
more heartfelt to him than they would have been for mere erudition and grace 
of language, ample as these have been, and just what he has always given us 
every reason to  expect from him. 

ADDENDA. 

(Taken from Moore's " Diary of the Alnerican Revolution. ' ' )  

c December 28 (1778).-This day agreeable to  the constitution of the Ailost 
Ancient and Worsllipful Society of Free and Accepted Xasons, was celebrated at 
Philadelphia. the anniversary of St .  John the Evangelist. A t  nine o clock in 
the morning near three hundred of the brethren assembled a t  the College, and 
a t  eleven o'clock went in regular procession from thence to  Christ Chnrch t o  



attend divine service. The order of procession was as follows, viz. : 1. The 
Sword Bearer. 2. Two Deacons. with blue wands tipped with gold. 3. The 
three orders, Doric, Ionic. and Corinthian, borne by three brethren. 4. The 
Holy Bible and Book of Constitutions, on two crimson velvet cushions. borne by 
the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary. 5. A Reverend Brother. 6. Four  
Deacons bearing wands. 7. His  Excellency our illustrious brother George 
Washington. Esquire, supported by the Grand Master and his Deputy. 8. The 
two Grand Wardens, bearing the proper Pillars. 9 .  The past Nasters of the 
different Lodges. 10. The present Masters of Lodges. 11. The Seiiior 
Wardens. 12. The Junior Wardens. 13. The Secretaries. 14. The 
Treasurers (of the different private Lodges). 15. Brother Proctor's Band of 
Music. 16. Visiting Brethren. 17. The Members of different Lodges, walking 
two and two. according to seniority. 

The procession entered the church in the order of their march, and the  
brethren took their seats in the pews of the middle aisle, which were kept empty 
for their reception. Prayers were then read by the Reverend Mr.  White, and 
the following anthem was sung in its proper place by sundry of the Brethren, 
accompanied by the organ and other instruinental music, viz. : 

. Behold how good and joyful a thing it is." etc. (words given in full). 

' After which a most excellent and well-adapted sermon was preached by 
our reverend and worthy brother. TVilliam Smith. D.D. The text was taken 
from 1st Peter. 2nd Chapter and 16th verse. The brethren have since requested 
the sermon to be published. and the profits to be applied to  the use of the poor. 

After divine service the procession returned in  the same order to the  
college. the musical bells belonging to the church and the band of music playing 
proper Xasonic tunes. The brethren being all new cloathed, and officers in the  
proper j r r i ~ e l s  of their respective Lodges, and their other badges of dignity, made 
a genteel appearance. 

The brethren afterwards departed to their respective Lodges. where they , 
dined together with their usual harmony and sociability. the sun1 of four hundred 
poullds having been collected in church among the brethren and other charitable 
fellow-citizens who honored them with their company, for the  relief of the poor." 

( I ' enm~yl~m~in  Packet .  January  2. 1779.) 

I June  26 ( 1 8 1 ) .  Yesterday being the ailniversary festival of St .  John 
the Baptist was celebrated by the worshipful master and brethren of Lodge 
No. 210 Antient York 3Iasoiis,l in the city of New York in the following order, 
viz. : 

' They repaired from their Lodge-room. in clue form, to the St. Paul's 
Church. nhere ail excellent sermon was delivered by our brother Walter:  
afterwards they crossed the East  River, and had a truly elegant dinner. provided 
by brothers Hay and Kirk .  a t  Brooklyn Hall. where the f o l l o ~ i n g  loyal and 
3lasonic toasts were glven, viz. : 

C 1. The King and the craf t :  2. The Queen, royal family, with Masons' 
wives a i d  b a ~ r n s  3. Sir Henry  Cllnton, and all loyal Masons: 4 .  Admiral 
Arbuthnot, with the other officers of the navy, and all distressed 3Iasons. 5. 
Generals Knyphau-en and Reidesel. with the troops under their coimnand with 
our visiting brethren. 6. The army and navy of Great Britain. and the grand- 
masters of England. Ireland and Scotland : 7 .  Lords Cor~lwallis and Rawdon, 
and the army to the southward. with the Ancient Fra tern i ty :  8. All loyal 
subjects and each faithful fair that  loves the Craft of Xasonry:  9 .  Success t o  
the loyal embodied refugees, ancl our ancient fellow lodges in this ci ty;  10. 
Victory to our fleets and armies in the T e s t  Indies, and all regular ancient 
lodges: 11. X a y  the Congress a t  Vienna consult the honour of Great Britain 
in their councils, and illay every good man be a I\Iason, and every AIasoll a good 
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man:  12. A speedy conviction to our enemies of the error of their ways, and 
the day. 

' '  After which the following song was sung ' ' : 

(A topical version of " God save the King " follows.) 

" After which they re-crossed the East River, repaired to their lodge- 
room and closed the day." 

(Gaine 's  J fercury,  July 2 ,  1781.) 

Bro. C. F. SYKES said:- 

Bro. de Lafontaine has indeed given us an interesting and illuminating 
picture of Benjamin Franklin as a Xason, and though I am unable to add 
anything concerning his connection with the Craft, I am tempted to allude to 
two points in his career, one with reference to his work as a printer and the 
other to his discoveries as a scientist. 

I n  the years 1723-6 Franklin worked as a journeyman printer a t  Mr. 
Watts's, on the South side of Wild Court, a turning out of Great Wild Street. 
quite close to the  rear of Freemasons' Hall in which we are now meeting. 
During this period he lived near by in Duke Street, where he paid 316 a week 
for his lodging. Rather than lose a good lodger, his landlady afterwards 
reduced his rent to 21-  a week. 

The press a t  ivhich Franklin worked was preserved and was for many 
years in the office of Messrs. Wyman. I t  was subsequently purchased and sent 
to America. 

Mr.  Edward Walford. in " Old & New London," says :- 

" The following inscription is engraved upon the plate affixed to the 
front of the press:- 

' Dr.  Franklin's remarks relative to this Press. made when he 
came to England as agent of the ?\Iassachusetts, in the year 1768. 
The Doctor a t  this time visited the Printing office of Mr. Watts 
of Wild St . ,  Lincoln's Inn  Fields, and,  going up  to  this particular 
Press (afterwards in the possession of Messrs. Cox & Son, of 
Great Queen Street, of whom i t  was purchased), thus addressed 
the men who were working a t  i t  :-" Come my friends, we will 
drink together. I t  is now forty years since I worked like you, 
a t  this Press, as a journeyman Printer." The Doctor then sent 
out for a gallon of Porter, and he drank with them- 

' Success to Printing. ' 

From the above i t  will appear tha t  i t  is 108 years since Dr .  
Franklin worked a t  this identical Press. 

June  1833 

I t  is of interest, I think, to note that  our immediate neighbourhood was 
intimately connected with the subject of to-night's paper. 

After the  discovery of the Leyden jar in 1745, Franklin experimented as 
to the nature of electricity, and as a result invented the pointed lightning 
conductor. 

In  June .  1764, there was a severe thunderstorm in London, the steeple 
of St .  Bride's. Fleet Street, then unprotected by a conductor, was struck by 
lightuing and the upper part badly damaged. This experience awakened the 
authorities of St .  Paul 's  as to the danger in which the Cathedral stood. The 
Government, too, was very concerned relative to the safety of its gunpowder 
magazine a t  Purfleet. The Royal Society, then meeting a t  Crane Court, Fleet 
Street, was requested to conduct an enquiry as to the value of lightning con- 



ductors and  t h e  be.-t nleans of fisilw them. A Committee decided in favour of 
0 

Franlrlin's pointed conductor, one member only favouring a condi~ctor  terminat ing 
in a blunt knob. A controversy arose as t o  " knobs " or  " points." and when 
the  dispute came between t h e  3Iother Country and t h e  American Colonies i t  
took on a political significance. Because the  pointed conductor had been invented 
ill America. the  supporters  of points ' were looked upon as  t h e  Colonial p a r t y :  
while the  ' k n o b s '  were considered to be Royalists. George 111. had blunt  
conductors fixed upon his palace and  endeavoured t o  secure t h e  assistance of t h e  
President of the  Royal Society in  their  favour. W h e n  t h e  President replied t o  
the  King,  " Sire. I cannot  reverse the  laws and  operations of Nature . "  the  King  
exclaimed, ' .  Then  you a re  not fit to  Ise President  of t h e  Royal  Society." 

One of Frankl in ' s  supporters wrote t h e  following epigram :- 

" While you,  great  George for knowledge h u n t ,  
A n d  sharp  conductors change for b l u n t ,  

The  nation S out  of joint : 
Frankl in  a wiser course pursues, 
A n d  all your thunder  useless views. 

B y  keeping to the  point. '  

I t  may be also of i t~ te res t  to  note t h a t  Voltaire as  a yoltng man visited 
 ond don and  lodged a t  a wigmaker's whose house had  t h e  sign of the W h i t e  
Peruke in Naiden Lane .  Covent Garden.  which is near  to  our  present meeting 
place. 

Bro. G. W. I ~ A ~ K E S  writ CS : - 

I ,  too. should like to  express nly appreciation of t h e  Paper  tha t  Bro.  
Lafontaine has just read to us. chiefly because t h e  receipt of a n  advance proof 
of i t  prompted m e  to t ake  down from m y  l ibrary shelves and  re-read " The  
Autobiography of Benjamin Frankl in."  I n  this  materialistic and  self-seeking 
age i t  is good to t u r n  back to one whose life was for  many  years devoted to 
his fellow-creatures, and  who from a n  early age was " convinced tha t  t m t h ,  
sincerity,  and i t t tegrity,  i n  dealings between m a n  a n d  m a n ,  were of the  utmost 
importance to  t h e  felicity of life." 

W e  have h a d  this  evening a delightful glimpse of one who has been 
acknowledged t o  have h a d  b u t  few equals. Whils t  piecing t,ogether such scraps 
of Nasonic information as  he  h a s  been able t o  find concerninn the  subiect of 
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th i s  sketch. Bro. Lafontaine has  cemented them with other  i tems of information. 
and  has thus  given us a brief b u t  coherent narrat ive of a n  interesting side of 
Frankl in 's  life. 

I n  perusing t h e  Autobiography I was at t racted b y  t h e  name of Sir  
William Kei th ,  who was a member of Lodges meeting a t  the  Queen's A r m s  
i n  Newgate Street ,  and  t h e  H o o p  and  Griffin i n  Leadenhal l  Street .  respectively, 
i n  1731 and  who acted as  J u n i o r  Grand Warden  a t  t h e  Quarter ly Comn~unication 
held on t h e  13th December. 1733. In  1'723 Sir  Williani K e i t h ,  then Governor 
of Pennsylvania, appears  t o  have introduced himself t o  Frankl in ,  proposed his 
setting u p  as  a pr inter  in  Phi ladelphia,  and offered t o  use his influence to  secure 
hlnl the public business of t h e  colony. The  Governor had  him to dinner  
occasionally, and  he  tells us  " he conversed with m e  i n  a most affable, familiar 
and  friendly manner ."  I n  1724. when Frankl in  was back i n  Philadelphia, Sir  
Willlam offered to set him u p  i n  business. as  his F a t h e r  would not  d o  i t ,  and  
arranged for him t o  go t o  England  to purchase t h e  necessary outfit. O n  
arrival he found t h a t  there was no letter of credit,  nor  were there a n y  letters 
of introduction, as  promised by  Sir  William, who h a d ,  i n  fac t ,  deceived him 
throughout. H e  then  lea rn t  t h a t  Sir  Willianl was very often liberal of promises 
which he never meant  t o  keep, and t h a t  " n o  one who knew h im h a d  t h e  smallest 
dependence on h im.  ' This  is  what  Frankl in says of t h e  incident :- 



" B u t  what shall we think of a Governor playing such pitiful tricks. 
and inlposing so grossly on a poor ignorant boy! It was a habit he 
had acquired. He wished to please everybody: and,  having little to 
give. he gave expectations. I l e  was otherwise an ingenious, sensible 
man. a pretty good writer. and a good Governor for the people: 
though not for his constituents. the Proprietaries, who:e instructions 
he sometimes disregarded. Several of our best laws were of his 
planning, and passed during his administration." 

Incidentally, Franklin states that  Sir Williani Keith was a free thinker. 
Franklin's exposure of this unnlasonic trait in Sir William Keith 's  character is 
certainly worthy of note. As his name does not appear in any of the lists of 
I\lenibers of Lodges in the Grand' Lodge List of 1725 we can only hope that  he 
was not then a Freen~ason.  I n  the Xinutes of the Old King's  Arms Lodge 
No. 28 we are give11 a glimpse of Sir William Keith. On the 7th January.  
1734. Sir Williani Keith.  who was " a nieinber of the Xasters Lodge." was put 
forward for menibership and it was resolved to ballot for him on the next Lodge 
Night. Vpon the Ballot taking place, on the 4th February.  1734, there was 
one negative vote in twelve. and Sir William was not elected. Subsequently 
the Lodge By-Laws were altered so that  it took three negatives to exclude. 
I wonder if perchance a member of the Lodge had suffered from deception a t  
the hands of Sir W~l l iani  and this was the reason whv he failed to secure 
election as a joining member. 

We are told tha t  Franlrlin was initiated in February 1731. I n  his 
Autobiography he tells us of a great and extensive project which lie had 
conceived. no less than  raising a r n i t e d  Par ty  for Virtue,  by forming the 
virtuous and good nlen of all nations ~ n t o  a regular body. On 9th Nay.  1731, 
he records in writing his observations on " reading llistory in the Library. ' 
and subsecluelltly jotted down his thoughts on scraps of paper. one of which was 
preserved purporting to be the suhstance of an mtended cieed for this Society. 

That  there is one God n ho made all things. 
That  I l e  governs the vorld by I l l s  providence. 
That  H e  ougllt to be worshipped by adoration. prayer. and thanks- 

glvlng. 
Bu t  tha t  the most acceptable service to God is doing good to  man. 
That  the soul is immortal. 
And  tha t  God xvill certainly reward virtue and punish vice, either 

here or hereafter." 

Franklin then goes on to esplaia his project as follows :- 

' -71~ ideas a t  that  time were that  the sect should be begun and spread 
a t  first among young aucl single men only: t ha t  each person to be 
initiated should not only declarc his assent to such creecl. but should 
have ' exerci>ed himself with the thirteen week's examination and 
practice of the virtues, as in the before-mentioned model: that  the 
esistence of such a society should be kept a secret. till i t  was become 
considerable, to prevent solicitations for the admission of iniproper 
persons: but  t ha t  the inembers should each of them, search among 
his acquaintance for ingenions, well-disposed youths. to whom. with 
prudent caution, the scheme should be gradually comniunicated. 
Tllat the members should engage to afford their advice, assistance. 
and support to each other in supporting one another's interest. 
business, and advancement in life. That ,  for distinction. we should 
be called T H E  SOCIETY O F  T H E  F R E E  A N D  EASY. Free, as 
being, by the general practice and habits of the virtues. free from the 
domination of vice: and part,icularly, by the practice of industry and 
frugality, free from debt, which exposes a inan to  constraint, and a 
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species of slavery to his creditors." 



This project was never prosecuted to fruition. but  may we not be permitted 
to coniecture whether the broad and liberal tenets of the Craft .  counled with i ts  
moral precepts, :did not in some way give the lead to this scheme? 

From the rapid progress made by Franklin in St .  John's  Lodge. 
Philadelphia, we may assume that  he was an active Mason. I n  the records of 
this Lodge there is an  interesting report by a Committee of the Members, drawn 
up on the 5th June ,  1732, which according to Bro. R .  F. Gould " is pronounced 
on good authority " to  be in the handwriting of Franklin. Two of these 
resolutions are transcribed by Gould, and are aH follows:- 

' '  1. That  since the excellent Science of Geometrv and Architecture is 
so much recommended in our ancient Constitutions, Masonry being 
first instituted with this Design, among others, to distinguish the 
true and skilful Architect from unskilful Pretenders: total ignorance 
of this a r t  is very unbecoming a Man who bears the worthy Name 
and Character of MASON : 
We therefore conclude, tha t  it is the Duty of every IIember to make 
himself. in some Measure. acauainted therewith. as he would honour 
the Society he belongs to, and conform to the Constitutions. 
2. That  every Xember may have an Opportunity of so doing. the 
present Cash to be laid out in the best Books of Architecture. suitable 
Mathematical Instruments, &C." (Gould, vol. iii., p. 430.) 

The years 1731-1740 form a very interesting Nasonic period in America. 
The problenls surrounding Daniel Coxe and Henry Price as Provincial Grand 
Alasters, as well as the genesis of several of the early American Lodges, still 
await full solution. Even a statenlent of the known facts would exceed the 
bounds of a Paper, let alone the observations on one. However, let me just 
point out one difficulty which is germane to this discussion. Although Franklin. 
in his letter to the  Grand Master and Grand Lodge of Nassachusetts, dated 
28th November, 1734, says tha t  ' X r .  Price S deputation and power was extended 
over all America," yet the Boston priuts from which Franklin quotes cannot be 
found, neither can any such " article of news from London " be identified in 
any of the contemporary London Press. Neither the &Iinute of Grand Lodge. 
nor the Constitutions of 1738, record the appointment of Price as a Provincial 
Grand Master of any part  of America. 

It is interesting to note tha t  the advertisement of Franklin's Reprint of 
the Constitutions of 1723 appeared in May, 1734. H e  is installed Prov.G.;\I. 
of Pennsylvania on the following 24th June .  and then two months later the 
Reprint is published. Although there are a number of typographical slips and 
certain omissions i t  does not pretend to  be more than a reprint. The title page 
is copied from Anderson, with the exception tha t  a t  the bottom we have, in 
lieu of Anderson, " London, 1723. Reprinted in Philadelphia by Special Order 
for the use of Brethren in North-America. I n  the Year of Masonry 5734. 
Anno Domini 1734. ' Here we have anlple scope for discussion. From who111 
did the Special Order emanate? Certainly not from England, and hardly from 
Price, as a t  tha t  time Franklin had not seen the Boston prints. 

As early as 1748 Franklin's name appears in the Philosophical Transactions 
of the Royal Society. I n  1753, he is awarded the Copley Medal by the Society, 
on which occasion the  Ear l  of Blacclesfield, in his address to the Society, a t  the 
Anniversary Meeting, stated tha t  : 

" the Council could not overlook the merit of Benjamin Franklin, of 
Pennsylvania: for though he be not a Fellow of this Society, nor 
an inhabitant of this island. is a subject of the Crown of Great 
Britain, and must be acknowledged to have deserved well of the 
philosophical world, and of this learned body in particular, to whom 
he has a t  various times caused to be conlmunicated many of the 
experiments he has made, and of which you have lately received a 
large collection." (Royal Society Journal  Book, vol. xxii., p. 414.) 



I n  1756, oil t h e  29th Apr i l ,  Frankl iu was duly elected a Fellow of t h e  
Royal Society. I11 a let ter  t o  his son, William Frankl in ,  then  t h e  Governor 
of New Jersey,  dated the  19th Decembel., 1767, he gives t h e  following account 
of his election : - 

" I had  a n  opportuni ty of looking over t h e  old Council-books and  
Journa ls  of t h e  Society, aiid having a curiosity to  see how I came in ,  
(of which I had  never been informed.) I looked back for  t h e  nlinutes 
relating t o  i t .  You must  know t h a t  i t  is not  usual t o  admi t  persons 
t h a t  have no t  requested to be admit ted : and  a recommendatory 
certificate i n  favour of the  candidate. signed b y ,  a t  least,  three of 
t h e  members, is  by  one rule t o  be presented t o  t h e  Society. expressing 
t h a t  h e  is desirous of t h a t  honor, and  is so and  so qualified. As 
I never had  asked or expected t h a t  honor, I was. as  I said before, 
curious to  see how t h e  business was manaeed.  I found t h a t  t h e  
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certificate, worded very advantageously for  me,  was signed by  Lord 
iUacclesfield, their  President ,  Lord P a r k e r  aiid Lord Willoughby, t h a t  
t h e  election was by  a n  u l~an imous  vo te :  and  t h e  honour being 
voluntarily conferred by  the  Society unsolicited b y  me. i t  was thought  
wrong to demand or receive the  usual fees or composition: so t h a t  
m y  name was entered ill the  list with a vote of t h e  Council, t h a t  I 
was not  to  pay allything. A n d ,  accordingly, nothing h a s  ever been 
demanded of me. I n  m y  case, a substantial favor accompanied the  
honor." (History of t h e  Royal Society by  G.  R.  W e l d ,  i i . ,  p .  8.) 

F r a n k l i n ' s  Certificate reads as  follows :- 

" Benjamin Frankl in ,  Esq. ,  of Phi ladelphia,  a gentleman who has very 
eminent lv distineuished himself b v  various discoveries i n  natural  
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philosophy, and  wllo first suggested t h e  experiments t o  prove t h e  
analogy betweell l ightning a n d  electricity, being desirous of being 
elected a Fellow of t h e  Roval Societv. is recommended bv  us. in  
con~idera t ion  of his great  meri t ,  and of his inany coilll~lullicatio~ls. 
a s  highly deserving t h e  honor he  desires. 

Signed iUacclesfield, Parker ,  Willoughy, 
P .  Collinson. W. Watson.  Tholnas Birch, 
James  Parsons. J o h n  Canton.  ' 

(History of t h e  Royal Society by  G.  R .  W e l d ,  vol. i i . ,  p. 8.) 

I n  1760 Frankl in  was elected into t h e  Council of t h e  Royal  Society, a 
position he retained for several years. On two occasions h e  was appointed to 
serve on impor tan t  Committces, concerning matters  referred t o  t h e  Royal Society 
for their  report .  

A t  t h e  t ime t h a t  Franlrlin received t h e  Degree of LL.D. a t  S t .  Andrew's  
University, i n  1759, he  also received t h e  Freedom of t h e  city of Edinburgh.  
H e  had  apparen t ly  been made a 1 I . A .  a t  I Ia rvard  and  a t  Yale i n  1753, and 
a t  t h e  College of Wil l iam a n d  N a r y  i n  1756;  and  i n  1762 received t h e  Degree 
of D.C.L .  a t  Oxford. 

Frankl in  resided in England,  a t  different times, for upwards  of fifteen 
years. and  b y  his official position and  his learning. came in to  contact with most 
of t h e  leading men i n  England ,  as well as  m a n y  i n  Scotland. X a n y  of these 
must  have been Freemasons:  and  just as h e  was invited to  t h e  Royal Society's 
Club ,  so also would he  have been invited to  a t t end  Xasonic meetings. H e  was 
known a s  ,a Freemason. and  we have been told of his visit. with his Son, to  a 
Quarter ly Conlmunication of Grand Lodge, on t h e  17 th  November, 1760. This 
was noted i n  t h e  Constitutions of 1767, when t h e  historical portion of t h e  
Book of Constitutions was brought  u p  t o  da te ,  a n d  also appears  i n  the later 
editions un t i l  t h e  Union of 1813. Apparent ly,  the re  a r e  no other entries 
concerning Frankl i i i  i11 t h e  AIinute Books of Grand  Lodge.  Now as t o  private 
Lodges. T h e  only Lodge i n  which I have been able t o  t race Frankl in  is Bro. 



Lafontaine's own Lodge, the Lodge of Antiquity. No. 2 .  This Lodge. at that 
time known as The West India & American Lodge, welcomed the Doctor and 
his Son as distinguished visitors on the 8th August. 1769. The folloxving is an 
extract from the Xinute  Book of that  Lodge:- 

I n  persuance of the above minute the Lodge met This 8th day of 
Augt. 1759 And was open'd in due form. Two Urelllren were 
admitted. Two Gentlemeil proposed by Bror. 1Iumphreys were made 
Nasons and became men~bers of the Lodge Vizt. Bros. Tucker and 
I\IcCulloh. There were five Visitors who pd. 21-  each, one of Stewards 
Lodge & two Sea farelng members who pd. 18d. each. 
Besides the honor of haveing the l'rovintial Grand of Pensilvdnia 
(and) his Son the Gd. Secretary who were by law excused paying for 
their Visit. 

Bror. Halmnon past J lastr .  a t  the desire of the R t .  \l7. AIaster gave 
a very proper charge to the new made nretllren. 
All business being over the Lodge was closed." 

The AIemhers of the Lodge ?t this date appear to have been. William 
Appleton. Janies Critchley. Henry Burgh, David Humphreys, George Alason 
Williain Wilder, Robert Field, William Nicholson. Richard Stevens, John 
Hammond, Philip Moses. William Fleetwood, --- Cross, -- Ketell. 

Kemp, Thomas Marriott Perkins, Mundeford Allen. Thonlas Dyne, John 
Elias Jaquery, - Lundin,  Alexander IJliller, Thonlas Nelmes. Joseph Clever. 
Thonlas Gibbs, Philip Lucombe, Captain Williain Alarson or Narsam. Robert 
Xitchell, and John Scott. Did one of these Brethren bring Franklin and his 
son. or did they attend of their own volition not knowing any member? 

I hope, in due course, other evidence of Franklin 's  i\Iasonic activities in 
England will turn  up,  for i t  would certainly be strange if he did not sometimes 
attend Lodges during his long stay in England. Perhaps the Alinutes of some 
Provincial Lodge might disclose him as a Visitor, during one of his periodical 
visits throughout England.  Wales, and Scotland. W e  know t h a t  Franklin visited 
Cambridge, Uirmingliam. Chester, 13ristol and Bath,  besides other places. where 
Lodges under the premier Grand Lodge existed. On the 10th October, 1759. 
the U n u t e s  of the Lodge St .  David, Edinburgh, record the presence, as a 
visitor. of " Br. Franklin Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Philadelphia." 
( A . Q . C . ,  vol. xxi . ,  p. 270.) This was, of course. Benjamin Franklin's Son, 
William. There is no evidence tha t  the Father accompanied the Son that  
evening. 

Bro. Lafontaine has alluded to  the lack of Nasonic references in Franklin's 
Autobiography, and from the AIasonic Student 's  point of view this is very 
disappointing. Franklin,  however. in an Address, made the following allusions 
to the Craft :- 

' Freemasonry, I admit. has its secrets. It has secrets peculiar t o  
itself: but of what do they principally consist? They consist of 
signs and tokens. which serve as testinlonials of character and 
qualifications, which are only conferred after a due course of 
instruction and examination. They are of no small value. They 
speak a universal language and act as a passport to the attention 
and support of the initiated in all parts of the world. They cannot 
be lost so long as memory retains its power. Let  the possessor of 
then1 be expatriated, shipwrecked or imprisoned : let him be stripped 
of everything he has got in the world, these credentials remain. 
They have stayed the uplifted hand of the  destroyer. they have 
softened the asperities of the ty ran t .  they have mitigated the horrors 
of capt iv i ty  they have subdued the rancour of malevolence, and 
broken down the barrier of political animosity. Oil the field of 
battle, in the solitudes of the uncultivated forest, or in the busy 



haunts of the crowded city, they have made friends men of the most 
hostile feelings. The most distant regions and the most diversified 
conditions rush to the aid of each other, and feel special joy and 
satisfaction tha t  they have been able to afford relief to  a Brother 
Xason. " 

I am not quite certain where the Address can be found, for I have taken the 
quotation from a Summons of America Lodge, No. 3368. 

The formation of the Societ6 Apollonniene in 1780, through the agency 
of the Lodge Les Neuf Soeurs, is rather striking, and reminds one of the 
Apollonian Lodge a t  Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, the subject of a Paper given to 
our Lodge by Bro. Tuckett ( A . Q . P . ,  vol. xxvi., p .  31, etc.). The fact should 
certainly be noted as i t  might in some way form a link in the chain of evidence 
as to the existence of Apollonian Masons. 

Lastly, with regard to Franklin as a Man, we feel, I am sure, tha t  his 
great aim and object in life was to be of practical use to his fellows, and thus 
promote the  welfare of mankind. His views on many subjects were well in 
advance of the  age in which he lived. Thus, with regard to war, he said:- 

" All wars are follies, very exppsive and very mischievous ones. 
When will mankind be convinced of this and agree to settle their 
differences by arbitration ? " 

With  regard to his religious opinions, Franklin tells us, when recounting 
the earlier phases of his life, tha t  after passing through a period of doubt he 
became ' .  a thorough deist." I have already referred to the creed prepared by 
him about 1732: and a t  the close of his life-but five weeks before his death- 
in a letter t o  Dr.  Stiles, President of Yale College, he affirmed his religious 
beliefs in the following statenlent :- 

' I believe on one God, the Creator of the Universe: t ha t  H e  governs 
i t  by His Providence: tha t  H e  ought to be worshipped: that  the 
most acceptable service we can render to Him is doing good to His 
other children: t ha t  the soul of man is immortal, and will be treated 
with justice in another life respecting its conduct in this. These I 
take to be the fundanlental points of all sound religion, and I regard 
then1 as vou do. in whatever sect I meet with them. As to Jesus 
of Nazareth, my opinion of whom you particularly desire, I think 
His  system of morals and His religion, as H e  left them to us, the 
best the world ever saw, or is like to  see: but  . . . I have, with 
most of the present Dissenters in England, some doubts as to His 
divinity: though i t  is a question I do not dogmatise upon, having 
never studied it." 

Sagacity and soundness of judgment were distinguishing features of 
Franklin's mind, and he possessed a perfect mastery over his passions. His 
great aim, throughout a long life, was to promote the happiness of others, by 
teaching them practical lessons of wisdom and prudence, and inculcating the 
principles of rectitude, and the habits of a virtuous life. W. E. H. Lecky, in 
his " History of England in the Eighteenth Century," suinlning up his life. 
says : - 

C Franklin is, indeed. one of the very small class of men who can be 
said to have added something of real value to the a r t  of living. Very 
few writers have left so many profound and original observations on 
the  causes of success in life, and on the best means of cultivating the 
intellect and the character. . . . H e  had no religious fervour. 
and no sympathy with those who appeal to strong passions or heroic 
self-abneeation : but his busv and sonlewhat ~ e d e s t r i a n  intellect was 
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ceaselessly employed in devising useful schemes for the benefit of 
mankind." (Vol. iv., p.  139.) 



I like to think of him as one who, during an arduous life, kept in the 
very forefront of his scheme of things certain rules and precepts, which were 
then and still are fundamental tenets of the Craft, and who also wrote for our 
guidance : - 

" Dost thou love life, then do not squander time, for that  is the stuff 
life is made of." 

Bro. CART DE LRFONTAINE u 'r i tes ,  in reply :- 

Bro. Poole tells us something about the Jun to ,  and points out tha t  my 
paper may give the impression tha t  this was a boyish venture, and I agree with 
him that  my few remarks on the subject may bear t ha t  interpretation. I am 
glad that  he has pointed out what far-reaching results sprang from this assembly. 
I only mentioned the J u n t o  to show that  from an  early age Franklin may be 
said to have possessed tendencies leading in the  direction of Masonry. 

Bro. Poole then plunges into the Price and Coxe controversy. into which 
I refuse to  be drawn (vide reply to Bro. Daynes). 

Bro. Daynes very wisely says that  the statements regarding the Henry 
Price and Daniel Coxe controversy would more than fill a paper. a sufficient 
reason for my declining to enter the arena as a combatant for either side. 

It is by an  extraordinary oversight tha t  I omitted a mention of the 
visit of Dr. Franklin and his son to the Lodge of Antiquity in 1759. Bro. 
Daynes gives the names of those who " appear to have been ' members of the 
Lodge a t  that  time. So far  as I can make out from an examination of the list 
given in our Lodge history, the following designations may be applied to some 
of these Xasons : --William Appleton, Xaster of the Lodge : James Critchley. 
Shoemaker. S.W. : Henry Burgh,  Engraver. J . W .  : David Hunlphreys (also of 
the Mourning Bush Lodge), Hosier. Treasurer ; George Mason, Haberdasher, 
Secretary. Philip Moses, Tailor, preceded Appleton as Master. and Appleton 
is succeeded by Thomas Marriott Perkins. Provincial Grand Naster of llosquito 
Shore in 1761, and of Jamaica from 1762 to 1770. ( I s  i t  not possible tha t  
this may be the Brother who invited the Franklins to visit the Lodge 1 )  Of the 
others, TSTilliam Wilder, Pipe-Maker, Robert Field, Cabinet Maker, and Willianl 
Nlcholson, were P . 1 1 . ' ~  of the Lodge. The only two members who are described 
as " Gents." are Thomas Gibbs, and the aforesaid T .  N. Perkins. Thomas 
Dyne, Linen Draper. was Secretary in 1763. Joseph Cleaver (not Clever) was 
a Woollen Draper, and Philip Luckombe (not Lucombe) resigned the Lodge in 
1760. 

As  to the " Societ6 Apollonienne" a great deal might be said. I t  was 
in essence a Societv formed on academic lines. and there were admitted to its 
" s6ances " as guests members of both sexes, as well as regular subscribers. I t s  
first president was the celebrated Court de Gebelin. It was constituted on 
November 17th. 1780, and l a d  its inaugural meeting on November 23rd. On 
tha t  occasion the President opened the proceedings by a discourse on the necessity 
of men observing their social obligations. This was followed by a translation 
of :ome of the bolder of Pope's statements in his Essay on &Ian. Legrand de 
Laleu then declaimed some verses in the style of Young's " Night Thoughts." The 
Abbe Cordier de Saint-Firmin, who had always been a prominent figure in the 
Lodge " Les Neuf Soeurs," read an  essay on the sacrifice tha t  literary and 
artistic persons are called upon to make to gain any measure of success, and 
La  Dixmerie, also a well-known member of the Lodge. made some remarks on 
Nontaigne. There were others, not actually belonging to " Les Neuf Soeurs." 
who contributed to the programme. The Abbe Rozier read a paper on the IIusic 
of the Ancients; M. Lefevre de Villebrun furnished a translation of an inedited 
ode or hymn attributed to Homer, and said to have been discovered in Russia: 
and a 31. Narechal delighted the audience with some poems of somewhat 



amorous flavour. The ' .  Xemoires Secrets," to  which I have alluded in my 
paper. i n  noticing this  " re'11nion." adds this sonlewllat callstic cominent:- 
' B u t  one came away without bemg fur ther  instructed as  t o  what  these gentle- 

men propose to  do. and  without remarking anything else t h a n  a n  ordinary 
meeting of ' l i terat i  ' offerilig thelr  wares to  those who were willing to  appraise 
their  qualities. " 

Bro. Daynes. in  his quotation from 1:ranklin's le t ter  t o  D r .  Stiles, might 
with advantage have ended  the  last paragraph with these explanatory words 
which finish t h e  Doctor's s ta tement  about belief in  t h e  divinity of Christ :- and 
th ink  it  needless t o  busy myself with it  now, when I expect soon a n  opportuni ty 
of knowing the  t r u t h  with less trouble. '  

W i t h  regard to  t h e  . '  addenda " to  Bro. Lepper 's  remarks,  his first item 
is the account of t h e  g rea t  Masonic meeting held a t  Philadelphia i n  December. 
1778. A s  one who is nlusically inclined. I cannot refrain from stat ing t h a t  t h e  
anthem performed on t h a t  occasion was of a somewhat elaborate na ture .  Firs t  
of all came a " Grand  Syn~pl lony  " : then t h e  chorus. " Behold how good and 
joyful." etc. : th i s  was followed b y  three solos: and  t h e  whole concluded with 
a trio, with these words. . .  0 ! I A N  ! Inspire  u s  with Wisdom and Strength 
to support us  in  all our  troubles, t h a t  we may worship Thee i n  the  Beauty of 
Holiness." One of t h e  solos had these characteristic words. " Thou hast  gathered 
us from t h e  E a s t ,  and  from t h e  Wes t .  f rom t h e  Nor th .  and from t h e  S o u t h :  
Thou hast  made  us  Companions for the  Mighty upon E a r t h .  even for t h e  
Princes of Great  Nations." 

The  Rev .  Willianl Smi th .  D.D. ,  who preached t h e  sermon. was born in 
Scotland i n  1727. T h e  sermon was afterwards ~ r i n t e d  and issued with this 
dedicatior~ :-" To H i s  Excellency. George Washington.  Esquire. General and 
Commander-in-Cllief of t h e  Armies of t h e  P n i t e d  States  of N o r t h  America;  
the  Friend of his  Country aiid ,Ilanltincl. Ambitious of n o  higher Title if higher 
was possible : t h e  following Sermon honoured with his Presence when delivered. 
is dedicated, i n  testinlolly of t h e  sincerest Brotherly. affection a n d  esteem of his 
AIerit. B y  Order  of t h e  Brethren."  

Bro.  Syltes. in  sonle interesting details regarding Frankl in ' s  early career 
as a p r in te r ,  says t h a t  t h e  young fello~l-. when living i n  Duke  Street .  paid 316 
a week for  his lodgings, and t h a t  this was af terwards reduced to 21 .  But  
Phillips Russell, in  his la tely-publi~hed book on Frankl in ,  tells u s  t h a t  the 
" lone widow " with whom He~l jamin  stayed reduced her  ren t  t o  t h e  even lower 
figure of 116 per week. 

Bro.  Sylies is reminded. by his nlention of Duke Street t h a t  the  celebrated 
Voltaire once lived i n  t h a t  ~ieighbo~uhoocl .  I t  was towards t h e  close of l727 
t h a t  t h e  yo111ig Frenchman.  wllo was then busy in wri t ing his ' .  English Let ters  " 
and t h e  ' .  Henr iade ."  was lodging in Maiden Lane .  The ' .  W h i t e  Peruke " 
was kept  by  a n  old French  barber and  " perruql~ier. ." and  i t  inlnlediately 
adjoined t h e  famous Bedford Head  Tavern.  a t  which Voltaire is said t o  have  
been a frequent  visitor. 

I cannot  b u t  expre:s m y  appreciation of t h e  very kindly and  graceful 
terms i n  whicll allusion has  been made to m y  paper ,  and I an1 pleased indeed 
tha t  i t  has  d rawn from L3rethren so n luc l~  valuable in for~na t ion  which goes to. 
increase our  knowledge of a singularly distinguished and gifted m a n .  



FRIDAY, MARCH, 

5 p," Present :-Bros. 
H. Dring.  P.G.D.. P.31.. 
J . V . :  W. J. Songhurst. 

E Lodge nlet a t  Freemasons' Ha l l  a t  
George Xorman.  P.A.G.D.C. T.31.  ; E .  
as S.W. : H .  C. de  Lafontaine,  P.G.D..  
P.G.D..  Secre tarx;  Gordou P .  G. Hills, P .  
J. Wal ter  Hobbs. P.A.G.D.C., J . D .  : 
Thos. 31. Car ter .  P .Pr .G.St .B. .  Bristol, 
P.Dis.G.TV., JIaclras, P.31. : a n d  A. Cecil 

A.G.Sup. 
v-. J. 

Stew. ; 
Ponell .  

W.. PX.. n . c . :  
Kill iams. 1.G. : 

Lionel Yibert, 
P.G.D..  P.31. 

Also the  folloning members of t he  Correspondence Circle :-Bros. G. E .  X'. 
Bridge. F. J .  Asbury, P.A.G.D.C..  C. I<omieromski. Alle~l Davis. Ed. 31. Phillips, 
Wallace Heaton,  l iobt .  Colsell. P.A.G.D.C.,  H. B. Napier .  Francis  Hyudham, 
P.G.Sten. .  Walter Dewes, I r o r  Grantham.  B. Telepneff, J. Ed .  TThitty, F. Bare.  
E. d. r t t l e y .  P .G .D . .  T. E. Scot t .  P.A.G.D.C,.. Henry  G. Gold. A .  G. Barnes. G. W. 
Ward .  P .  H .  Horley,  TV. Francis .  L. G. X e a r i n g ,  A. E. Gurney, H. Johnson, H .  A. 
Jlatheson. TT. T. J .  Gun.  A. F. Ford .  E. V a r r e n .  Fred .  r n d e r n o o d .  C. F .  Sykes, 
A. Gault-3lacgonan, TT. E .  F. Peake.  G. Pea r ,  Geo. C. IT'illiams. W. Stubbings. TT'. 
Young. B. Iranoff. J. J. N o h n .  S .  J. Boners .  aud  H a r r y  Rose. 

Also the following Visitors :-Bros. R .  L .  H u r s t ,  Apollo r n i r e r s i t y  Lodge 
KO. 357: J .  Harr is ,  L .R .  : I. Nesteroff. Shaclnell Clerlre Lodge KO.  1910: Henry J .  
Neilson, Pr.G.n' . .  Xo t t s . .  Henry  J. Hal le t t ,  Ea r l  of TT'ar\viclr Loclge No. 2501: 
G.  TT'. V. B r o ~ ~ i i ,  Queen 3lary ' s  Lodge KO.  3327: Charles Gucliingtoll Crnys' Talley 
Lodge Ko. 2147; H. G. Lumiden,  Vincent Lodge Xo. 30% ; and  d. L. House. 
Pr .G.D.  Bucks. 

Lsetters of apology for non-attendance \Yere reported from Bros. E d .  Conder. 
L .R. .  P.31. : S.  T. Klein,  L . R . ,  P . J I .  ; Rev. TT'. W. Covey-Crump. 1 .P .M.  : John 
Stokes, P.G.D..  Pr.A.G.31.. V e s t  Torlrs., P.31. ; J. E. S .  Tuclrett, P.A.G.S.B.. P.31. : 
Ed. Armitage. P .G.D. ,  Treasurer ;  G. W. Dayles ,  S.D. ; It.. H .  Bas t e r ,  P.A.G.D.C. ; 
P.31. ; F .  J. V. Crowe. P.A.G.D.C.,  P.JI. : Rer .  H .  Poale, P .Pr .G.Ch. .  \T'estmorlancI 
CC Cumberlaud. S.W. ; a n d  J. T.  Thorp.  P .G.D. ,  P.31. 

One Lodge, one Lodge of Tnstruction and Fifty-nine Drethren were admitted 
t o  nlenlbership of t h e  Correspondence Circle. 

The Report  of t h e  Audi t  Committee:  - 

PERMANENT AND AUDIT COMMITTEE. 

The Committee met  a t  t h e  Offices, S o .  27. Great, Queen St ree t ,  London, on 
Friday. 6th January .  1928. 

P r e ~ e n t  :-Bro. George Norman.  W.31., i n  t he  Chair ,  with Bros. TT'. TT'. Corey- 
C r u n p ,  Si r  Alfred Robbins. Rev. H. Poole. H .  C ,  de  Lafontaine.  J. Heron Lepper.  
Gilbert V. Daynes Gordon P .  G. Hills, Lionel Vibert ,  Ckcil Ponell .  W .  J. T i l l i ams ,  
J .  TValter Hobbs, T. J r .  Car ter .  W. J. Songhurst .  Secretary.  ancl R .  H. 3IcLeoc1, 
Auditor. 

The Secretary produced his Books, and the  Treasurer 's  Accounts and Vouchers, 
which 11acl heen examined hp t h e  Auditor and certified a s  being correct. 
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The Committee agreed upon t h e  following 

R E P O R T  F O R  T H E  T E A R  1927 

W e  have t o  record with grea t  regret  t h e  death  on 2211d January of R.W. Bro. 
Sir  Charles War ren ,  G.C.M.G., K.C.B., Pas t  District Grand Master of t h e  Eastern 
Archipelago, and  t h e  first Master of this Lodge. 1886-1888. Bro. Ki l l iam James  
W1111ams a n d  Bro. Thonlas &foravian Car ter  have been elected t o  full  nlenlbership 
a n d  t h e  to t a l  number  is ,  therefore, non. 25. 

The membership of t he  C ~ r l e s ~ o n d e n c e  Circle shows a ne t  decrease of 37. 
On t h e  30th  Noven~ber .  1926, we had a to ta l  of 3.166. and 200 names were added 
dur ing t h e  y e a r :  on  t h e  other hand. 237 were removed from the  l ist .  90 by resignation. 
7 2  by death ,  and 75 for non-payment of dues. Thus t h e  to ta l  number carried forward 
is 3.129. W e  must once again urge Brethren t o  assist us  by introducing new members. 
It is absolutely essential t h a t  t h e  nunlher should be increased very considerably, in 
order t o  provide means for publishing the  Trnnsnc t ions .  

Dur ing  t h e  year under review t h e  final portion of Volume xssvi i .  was issued, 
together n i t h  t h e  full Volume xxxviii.. and fur ther  efforts will be made during 1928 
to make u p  ar rears  in publication. I n  t h e  accounts now presented £1.000 have been 
reserved for 'S'olume s s s i s ,  and a similar amount for Volume s l .  Subscriptions 
amount ing t o  g435 17s. 2d. a r e  still oning. 

W e  desire t o  convey t h e  thanks  of t h e  Lodge t o  our  Local Secretaries, who 
continue t o  do much good work. A vacancy caused by t h e  removal t o  I ta ly  of Bro. 
J. C. G. GrasB. who had rendered escellent service in Holland for 27 years has been 
filled by t h e  appointn:ent of Bro. J. J. Beclier Elzinga. of Amsterdam. The death of 
Bro. A. G. 11. Gillott (appointed in 1901), and t h a t  of Bro.  C. W. P. Douglas d e  
Fenzi has created vacancies in Costa Rica and Nata l  respectively; while t h e  resigna- 
t ~ o n  of Bro.  W. P l a t t  leaves T e s t  Lancashire unrepresented. Bro. F. G. J Iar r io t t  
of Brisbane. has liindly consented t o  ac t  in Queensland n-here n-e h a r e  had no Local 
S e c ~ e t a r y  for u p w a ~ d s  of t cn  Fears. 

Fo r  t h e  Committee, 

GEORGE KOR3IAN. 
in t h e  Chair. 

GENERAL CSSI-I ACCOUNT. 

F o r  t he  Tea r  ending 30th Xorember.  1927. 

RECEIPTS. 

C'ash Balance . . .  
Lodge . . . . . . .  
Jo in ing  Fees . . . .  
Subscriptions 1927 . 

do. 1926 
do. l925 

Rack Subscriptions . 
Life do. 

.. Payments  received in 
Advance . . . . . .  171 16 5 

., 3Iednls . . . . . . . . .  20 17 0 

., Binding . . . . . .  82 7 0 

., Sunilry ~ u b l & a t i o n s  . . .  246 17 2 

. . Sunlnler Out ing ... 335 9 9 

. .  In teres t  a n d  Discounts . . .  50 9 D 

ESPESDITCHE. 
£ S. d .  

By Lodge 11 1 9 
. .  Salaries,  ~ a t e s  a 2  

. . . . . .  Taxes 719 15 11 
. .  Lighting.   tin^. Clean- 

ing, Insurance.  Telephone, 
C a r n a g e  and  Sundries ... 163 11 1 

,. Pr in t ing ,  Stationery.  etc.  993 11 5 
. . . . . . . . .  ! .  Medals 18  5 9 

Binding 32 0 9 . .  . . . . . . . . .  
Sundry Publications 68 11 7 . .  . . .  

.. Sunnner Out ing ... 347 17 2 
,. Library ... 12 17 9 
. . R e w i r s  ( 2 7 :    rea at ' Queen 

St ree t )  . . . . . . . . .  5 14 0 
Postages 246 1 3 . .  . . . . . . . . .  

.. Local Secretaries' Espenses 1 3 5 
!. F u r n i t u r e  . . . . . .  6 0 0 
., Cash in H a n d  . . . . . .  130 2 0 

Bro. THOS. 3I. CARTER read the  following paper :- 



Tran.v~ction.s of the Quatuor  Coronat i  Lodge .  

PROVINCIAL WARRANTS. 
(PART I . )  

B I -  ' BRO. T .  X. L'AKTEI?, P.Pr.S.G.T17.,  Brisiol. 

I . -PRELININARY. 

I T H  mere lapse of time, and especially after the great changes 
following the Vnion of 1813, there is danger lest many of the 
details of the great Provincial organisation of the Moderns 
during the  latter half of the eighteenth century should be 
forgotten, and the significance of many documents issued by the 
Provincial authorities be unappreciated. 

I t  was not until sometinle after l755 tha t  the Noderns 
Grand Lodge of England adopted the  plan of issuing a 

C'o~xtitution to Lodges in true Warrant  form,-that is a document itself legally 
constituting a Lodge and appointing its first Master and Wardens. 

About the same time the plan of appointing Provincial Grand Masters 
was more widely extended, and these, by their Patents of Appointment, were 
authorised then~selves to  constitute Lodges uuder their own name and authority. 

The term Provincial V a r r a n t  is here used, therefore, to describe a 
document issued by a Provincial Grand Master in contradistinction to one issuing 
from the Grand Master or his Deputy. By this decentralisation much provincial 
activity was stimulated, and i t  was to this tha t  the Xoderns owed their strength 
a t  the close of the century. 

A study of Provincial Warrants will be greatly helped by a general 
survey of conditions obtaining a t  the time, particularly with regard to the two 
rlval organisations the 3loderns and the Antients. 

For the purpose of this survey only the very bald and objective facts of 
t he  formation of new Lodges and erasure of existing ones can be taken, but  
even from these a very helpful view of the  general developments can, I think, 
be obtained. 

I n  Plate I. a Chart is given-compiled from data in Lane's  Hnncly Book 
t o  t h C  Lists of Lodges-showing the comparative experience of the Moderns and 
Antients as indicated by the numbers of Lodges standing in  their Registers a t  
the  end of every five years from 1735 to  the Union in 1813 : (the figures for 
Foreign Lodges being excluded, as not relevant to our enquiry). and the Total 
Curves in each case being analysed by separately plotting the curves for London 
and the Provinces. 

The curve of Total 3Ioderns accurately follows the curve of London 
Moderns until 1770, the Provincial Lodges giving steady augmentation but not 
greatly affecting the quality of the  curve: but from tha t  point the  reverse 
obtains: after 1770 the London curve falls, almost without check, until the 
Union, while the Provincial curve steadily mounts, and (after the level fifteen 
years, to 1785, of balance in the  Total curve between the  London losses and the 
Provincial gains), it is then the  Provincial curve which gives its character to the 
Total curve. 

The Antients curve shows a level London curve till 1785 and a slight but  
steady rise to the time of the  Union, by which time the  number of Antients 
Lodges in London was very little short of that  of the Moderns. 



The Provincial curve shows but sliglit rise to 1795: from that  time until 
the Union its ascending curve is steeper than  tha t  of the Noderns: which 
character is still apparent even if the deduction of the Lodges disallowed a t  the  
Union is made: and it will be seen that  while the  Total curve of the  Xoderns 
is nearly level from 1795 onwards, that  of the Antients showvs a steep ascent. 

The isolation of the  Moderns Grand Lodge from all the other independent 
English-speaking jurisdictions. which had gradually become more and more 
pronounced. has been indicated as one of the factors leading to  the  Union : this 
Chart helps to bring vividly before us the conditions with which the Noderns were 
faced, and helps us to understand how little they were in the position of dictating 
terms to " erring schismatics, " as was formerly implied. 

We see from this Chart a great falling off in London Lodges from 1740 
to 1750, then with the establishment of the Antients Grand Lodge in 1751 a 
steadily increased activity both in London and the  Provinces, till the acme is 
reached in 1770, when the steady fall in London Lodges began and the  Provinces 
but just made good the  loss. 

It was during the period from 1770 to 1785 tha t  the  plan of Warrant  
issues by  the  Moderns Provincial Lodges became more general, to be followed 
during the  decade 1785 to 1795 by greatly increased activity in tha t  respect. 
thus leaving the  Antients well out of the running as regards the total number 
of established Lodges a t  tha t  time. 

I11 1799 a i e w  factor arose in  the  passing of the  Act for the  Suppression 
of Seditious Societies (39 Geo. I I I . ,  cap. 79). which stopped the  issue of any new 
Warrants, and led to widespread traffic in erased ones. 

From the  point of view of our study of Provincial Warrants the interest 
therefore ends in  1800. but from the snhseouent curves. i t  will be seen that  after 
tha t  time even in the Provinces the Antients were gaining in numbers. 

From a study of the Lists of Lodges formed in the various Provinces given 
in Appendix I .  i t  will be seen tha t  the centres of activity of the  Antients and 
Moderns are not altogether comparable: many Antient Lodges beiug formed in 
Military and Naval Centres such as Kent  and Hampshire, and but  few in most 
of the inland counties, except that  in the counties of Cheshire. Lancashire, and 
to a certain extent. Yorkshire, sustained activity is shown during the whole period 
on the par t  of both the rival organisations. 

Another analysis dealing with similar facts is given in Plate II., which 
shows the  number of , lTe/c~ Lod,qes established, and tr.nsrrre\. made from the  
Registers during similar quinquennial periods, distinguishing the  Antients ancl 
the Jloderns experience in London and the Provinces. 

The same story is apparent here and need not again be detailed, but the 
presentation of the  data in this diagrammatic form may be of assistance to 
students. 

A point of great interest is the number of Erasures from the Register of 
the Noderns between 1740 and 1755 and the nunlber of London Lodges soon 
springing u p  after  the  formation of the Antients Grand Lodge. 

To what extent were they of the same persollnel? 
cnfortunately the  AIoderns Register rarely gives the names of members 

of the Lodges under its jurisdiction a t  t ha t  time, and the information can only 
be very indirectly accumulated; but i t  is worth investigating, though quite 
outside the  scope of our present pursuit. 

These Charts clearly demonstrate the vital importance of the ProvinciaI 
organisation of the  Moderns in the latter half of the  century, and it is the  
purpose of this paper to discuss in some detail the various ways in which this 
organisation was effected, and the  different methods and experiences of the 
Provinces: and much of the history of a Province will often be found embedded 
in the history of its Warrants. 

1 The Irish and Scottish Grand Lodges, as well as those overseas, mnintainecl a 
closer fraternal association with the Antients-ride .l.().C'. rsnil.. p. 173, on the 
I n f  c /  / i c t f i r ~ ~ i r t l  1 ' o u i l ~ r t  f 11g Bro. Chetnocle C'sa\\-ley. 



TT.-EARLY CONSTITUTIONS O F  JIODERNS.  A N D  OTHER 
JCRISDICTIONS.  

I t  is impossible to present this ~ubjec t  clearly without some reference to 
the  early practice of the 1717 Grand Lodge. and conlparison with that of the 
other jurisdictions in Ireland and Scotland in the constituting and " warranting " 

- .  
of new Lodges. 

This preliminary work was done by Bro. John Lane in a conlnlunication 
t o  this Lodge on Oct. 4 .  1895. ' The Early Lodges of Freemasons. their 
Constitutions and Warrants 1717 to 1760 " ( A  .Q.C.. vol. viii., p.  193), and 
reference should be made to tha t  valuable essay and the  interesting discussion 
tha t  followed. 

A brief review must therefore here suffice. 
Before the newly-established Grand Lodge attempted after l717 to organise 

Lodges under its authority. and indeed for nlany years subsequent to its establish- 
ment,  there were numerous Lodges scattered over various parts of the country, 
meeting by ' inherent right " and considering themselves regularised and properly 
discharging Masonic functions if they had with them a copy of the ' Old 
Charges," and i t  is scarcely necessary to recall the early duty  tha t  the nlenlbers 
of the Grand Lodge laid upon themselves to digest these " Old Charges " into a 
l new and better n~ethod."  entrust in^ that  work to Dr.  Anderson (as he states) 

c 3  

and after discussion and anlendnleilt of his proposals, authorising the printing 
and publication of " The Book of Constitutions " in 1723. 

This momentous step in I\Iasonic history was by no means unchallenged ; 
there are inany indications of rivalry and dissatisfaction within the ranks of 
Grand Lodge with Anderson and his work, but i t  nlust be accepted as the 
,deliberate and authoritative action of Grand Lodge. and henceforth i t  was a 
matter of paranlount iinportance tha t  the authority of this book should be 
recognised and established. The actual procedure and ceremonial for constituting 
a new Lodge had had early attention and a " Postscript " was added to the 
newly-issued Book of Constitutions giving details of the method " according to 
t h e  Ancient usages of 3lasons " : its first paragraph states :- 

" A new Lodge, for avoiding many Irregularities, should be solenlnly 
constituted by the  Grand Master, with his Deputy and M7ardens: or in the 
Grand Master's absence. the  Deputy shall Act for his Worship, and shall chuse 
some Master of a Lodge to assist h im;  or in case the  Deputy is absent, the 
Grand Xaster shall call forth some Master of a Lodge to act as Deputy pro 
tempore " ;  and then follow details of a dignified cerenlonial (which has to this 
day remained the basis of our Consecration ceremonies) and ending :-'. And this 
Lodge being thus conlpleatly conqtituted, shall be register'd in the Grand Master's 
Book. and by his Order notify'd to  the  other Lodges ' ' .  a regulation of 1729 
adding:--' Every new Lodge for the  future shall pay two guineas for their 
Constitution to the General Charity." 

I n  the General Regulations included in this Book (1723) TT-e read:- 

No. V I I I .  " No Set or Number of Brethren shall withdraw 
or separate themselves from the Lodge  in which they are made 
B r e t h r e n ,  or were afterwards admitted M e m b e r s ,  unless the Lodge 
becoines too numerous: nor even then. without a Dispensation froin 
the Grand Master or his Deputy:  : and when they are thus separated, 
they must either immediately join thelllselves to such o ther  Lodge as 
they shall like best, with the  unanimous Consent of t ha t  other Lodge  
to which they go (as above regulated) or else they must obtain the 
Graild -1faster's warrant  to join in fornling a Il'ew Lodge. 

" If any Set or Number of Xnso12s shall take upon themselves 
to form a Lodge  without the G'mnd i l fns ter ' s  warrant ,  the ~ e g ~ ~ l n r  
Lodges  are not to countenance them, nor own them as fair B r e t h r e n  
and duly form'd. nor approve of their Acts and Deeds, but must 
treat them as Rebe l s ,  until they humble themselves, as the G r a d  



Jfaster shall in his Prudence direct, and until he approve of them 
by his I17nrrnnt, which must be signify'd to the  other Lodges as the  
custonl is when a A7ew Lo i lg~  is to be register'd in the List of Lodges." 

Attention t o  the particular wording of this Article is of great importance 
in understanding the actual course of events. 

It will be noted tha t  the words "Dispellsation" and " W a r r a n t "  are 
used apparently interchangeably and in the sense of " sanction." " permission " 
or " authorisation." except in the last paragraph where " warrant " refers to the  
approval of the Grand Master for the registration of a new Lodge, and inclusion 
in the engraved list which was to be circulated anlong all the  other Lodges. 

I n  the  discussion on Bro. Lane's paper Bro. W. H. Rylands expressed the  
opinion tha t  " the great object the Grand Lodge had in view was . . . to 
obtain the allegiance of all Lodges, so as to place them on the roll, and thus do 
away with inclividual rights. " 

Though the  word " Warrant  " is used i t  evidently did not refer to a 
specific document such as tha t  to which we now give such name. 

The Lodge was constituted by the personal attendance of the  Grand 3Iaster 
or his Deputy,  and as Lodges sought allegianca from more distant places. the  
third method described above was adopted, and authority to act on behalf of t h e  
Grand Master was sent to  some local Mason, with instructions to convene t he  
petitioning brethren and constitute them into a Lodge: a certificate being some- 
times given tha t  the instructions had been duly obeyed. 

Bro. Lane gives doculnentary evidence of this procedure with reference 
to a London Lodge as earlv as 1726. 

0 

The essential point is. tha t  the constituting was a ~ e r s o n a l  act and no 
formal document was a necessnl.9 part of the procedure, though in  actual practice 
i t  soon became customarv for such to be given as future evidence of constitution. 

0 

Probably as the occasions for this procedure increased the letter of deputa- 
tion, following the formal petition, became itself more formal and it was more 
likely to  be retained and treasured. and of the 47 " deputations " granted for 
constituting Lodges in the Country. which are recorded in the  l738 Book of 
Constitutions, four are still in existence and serve yet as the  authority under 
which the  Lodges work. 

These are No. 39 Exeter (1732). No. 37 Bolton (1732). No. 41 Bath (1733) 
and No. 42 Bury (1733). 

The wording of the  earliest of these documents issued to  St .  John the  
Baptist's Lodge No. 39 Exeter, is as follows (the other three are almost identical. 
and are all given verbatim in Lane's Essay) :- 

Nontague (Seal) G" M'. 
Whereas a Petition has been presented to us and signed by severaI 
Brethren residing in and about the City of Exeter humbly praying 
tha t  they may be constituted into a regular Lodge. 

These are therefore to Impower and Authorize our Rt. Worship- 
ful and well beloved Brethren John Bury Esq'. and 31r. Thomas 
Jeffreys or either of them to  convene our Brethren a t  Exeter afore- 
said who have signecl the said Petition, and tha t  the  said John Bury 
Esq'. or N r .  Thomas Jeffreys do in our place and stead Constitute a 
regular Lodge in due form (they the said John  Bury EsqIe. and N r .  
Thoinas Jeffreys taking special Care tha t  they and every of them 
have been regularly made Nasons) with like Privileges as all other 
Regular Lodges do enjoy and tha t  they be required to conforin them- 
selves to all and every the Regulations contained in the printed Book 
of Constitutions, ancl observe such other Rules and Iilstructions as 
shall from t h e  to  time be transmitted to then1 by us or Thonlas 
Batson Esq". our Deputy Grand Master or the Grand Master or his 
Deputy for the t h e  being And tha t  they do send to  us or our 
Deputy a list of the  AIembers of their Lodge together with the Rules 
agreed on to be by them observed, to the  end tha t  they may be entred 



in the Grand Lodge Book. And upon the due execution of this our 
Deputation the said John Bury E s c ~ ' ~ .  or Mr.  Tholnas Jeffrey is hereby 
required to transinitt to us or our said D e p ~ t y  a Certificate under 
both or either of their hands of the time and place of such Constitu- 
tion, in order tha t  i t  may be entred in the Book of regular Lodges. 

Given under our hand and seal of Office, this eleventh day of 
Ju ly ,  1732, and in the year of Masonry 5732 

By the Grand AIaster's Command 
Tho. Batson II.G.11. 
Geo. Rooke \- 
J a .  Smythe. I G. Kardens  

The personal character of the  document, the fact tha t  it  deals only with the 
constituting of the Lodge by a personal ac t .  that  it  does not mention the appoint- 
ment of >laster and Wardens. and that  the deputation is made personally by the 
Grand Master (though transnlitted through his officers) and not  by the Grand 
Lodge as such. are all points of interest and importance. 

Documents such as these were continued to be issued by the Grand Lodge 
until 1755 and later, but  there is a notable word in all these four early documents 
which is not to be found in any of the later ones. 

This is the word " printed "-in the phrase 

" Regulations coiltailled in the p r i ~ ~ t c ~ t l  Book of Constitutions." 

Long before 1755 the authority of the Book of Constitutions had been 
recognised and established: by tha t  t h e  there were 140 Lodges on the G.L. 
Register: 68 of these being Provincial Lodges, while in London during the 
previous two decades the  authority of Grand Lodge had survived the erasure of 
over 60 Lodges. " Printed ' by then was a redundant word but a t  the earlier 
date it appears to be of great significance. 

We shall see how early in Ireland aiid how universally later the other plan 
was followed of having a definite Warrant ,  an authoritative doculllent itself 
constituting the Lodge. 

The essential difference between the two forms has been very clearly stated 
by Dr. Chetmode Crawley ( ( ' ( 1 , 7 1 1 .  Z J / b . ,  F. 1. p. 4) :- 

" It is the essence of a Charter or Warrant ,  tha t  it  should be a document 
soleinnly executed. and delivered to  the parties to  who111 rights are conceded. to 
be by them preserved and prodnced as formal evidence of their title to privileges 
therein grauted by some Body or Authority, legally possessed of the power to 
make such grant. 

" I t  is idle to at tr ibute such a character to the 1)enutations and the mis- 
nomer is unworthy of the reputation for accuracy so well won by the Xodern 
School of Historians. 

" To persist in its use would be to perpetuate a terminology slipshod in 
expre~sion, nlisleadi~lg in meaning, and false in fact." 

Why then did the  Grand Lodge avoid issuing to  their new Lodges a 
documelit to  be by then1 preserved aiid produced as formal evidence of their title 
to privileges ? 

May not the answer lie in the earlier history of the Craft already alluded 
to. and in the new departure they had themselves so recently made?  

The Old Charges were formerly the title to a Lodge's privileges, and the 
Grand Lodge had prmted and published a revised version of these in a Book: 
but  could scarcely have intended thereby to minimise their essential authority. 

There is evidence, as has already been mentioned. of rivalry and dis- 
satisfaction a t  this bold procedure, a i d  it is certainly significallt t ha t  large 
numbers of copies of the  Old Charges are known to have been made after 1717. 

It is not suggested tha t  in all cases these were what may be called '. com- 
mercial ' copies -some like the Woociford ancl Supreme Council are Irilown to 
have been copies especially made for a distinguished individual: but  others 



(Melrose. Gateshead. Scarborough, Thistle) a re  definitely knou.11 to have been used 
for esoteric purposes i n  Lodge. and t h e  isslle of pr inted copies (Roberts,  Cole) 
a t  a very low price, niay \yell have been in recognition of a n  increasing demand. 
and possibly their  use was associated with t h a t  prevalence of " clandestine " 
I\Iasonry (or i t  may  have been the  distinguishing factor i n  t h e  " irregular " as 
distinct froni t h e  clandestine) which bulks so largely i n  t h e  early disciplinary 
troubles of Grand  Lodge. 

These pr inted issues can hardly,  I th ink ,  be  at t r ibuted t o  a n y  general 
interest in  t h e  antiquities of t h e  C r a f t :  t,his collld scarcely have been so prevalent 
a t  t h a t  t ime as t o  have justified publication, unless there were some accon~panying 
traditional vir tue.  for  Masonic purposes, i n  t h e  possession of a copy:  nor  can i t  
be definitely maintained t h a t  these copies were used only for  , '  operative " 
Lodges: if indeed many such existed a t  t h a t  t ime without  a very large speculative 
admixture.  

The  re-issue of Cole's printed version i n  1751 is also of great  interest.  
when we bear i n  mind t h e  impending organisation of t h e  Antients .  H o w  much 
a r e  these issues, and  t h e  great  falling away froni t h e  fold of t h e  Xoderns which 
happened af ter  1740, linked u p  with the  appeal of t h e  Antients  t o  those who 
practised Masonry " after  t h e  Ancient Constitntions " ? 

It mus t  of course be remenibered t h a t  t h e  nienibers of all these erased 
Lodges-some sixty or  more-were still potential Nasons. and m a y  have continued 
practising Masonry without  central organisation a n d  without  keeping any records. 
~ l o r e o v e r .  much  as  t h e  benefits of a great central orpanisation with its central " " 
Chari ty  and  t h e  prestige given by its aristocratic adherents ,  m a y  have at t racted,  
there  can be  litt le doubt  t h a t  t h e  great change from a Christian t o  a Theistic 
basis of t h e  Craf t  repelled many  who came t o  know of i t s  earlier traditions. 

IIowever t h a t  niay be, i t  is rash t o  urge such considerations as settling all 
t h e  difficult questions surrounding these editions of t h e  ' Charges." X7hy did 
Cole dedicate his reprint  to  t h e  Jloderns, if their  use was as  suggested ? A n d ,  
since another  edition was called for i n  1762, can we assume t h a t  esoteric use by  
Lodges unconnected with t h e  Grarid Lodgcs was still creating a demand for t h e m ?  

A n d  t h e  production of I ' o c h r f  C ' ~ ~ t t / p c i t l ~ o t r s  as substitutes for  the  ' Con- 
s t i tut ions ' for  Lodge use also indicates t h a t  however much t h e  Xoderris had 
tried t o  keep t h e  use of their  Book of Constitutions a n  essential condition of 
association with their  organisation, t h e  facts of registration and  enrolment i n  t h e  
lists of Lodges, a n d  t h e  regular payment of dues were, a f te r  all, t h e  paramount  
conditions of niembership, and  tllat other  forms of t h e  " Charges " still obtained 
a possible use even among regulars. 

T h e  last paragraph of " The Sanction " i n  t h e  l738 B .  of C. reads:- 

Therefore we also, t h e  plesent Grand Master ,  I l epu ty  and  Wardens 
d o  hereby reconinlend t h ~ s  our  new printed Book as t h e  only Book of 
Constitutions, to  t h e  Free  and  Accepted Masons : a n d  disclaiming all  
other  Books, t h a t  have not  t h e  Sanction of t h e  Grand  Lodge. we 
warn  all  t h e  Brethren against being eniploy'd or concern'd i n  writing 
and  spreading, pr int ing a n d  publishing a n y  other  Books relating to  
i\lasons or  i\lasonry, and against using a n y  other Book i n  a n y  Lodge 
as a Lodge Book, as  they shall be aliswerable t o  t h e  Grand Lodge. '  

T h e  terms of Sanction of t h e  la ter  editions a r e  very similar,  t h a t  of 1784 
reading : - 

" W e ,  t h e  act ing Grand  3Iaster.  Deputy  Grand  Master ,  Grand \17ardens. 
a n d  other  members composing t h e  H a l l  Coninlittee, do hereby recom- 
mend this  present edition as  t h e  only Book of Masonic Constitutiolls 
for  F r e e  a n d  Accepted Masons: disallowiiig all  other  publications t h a t  
have no t  t h e  Sanction of t h e  Grand  Lodge :  a n d  do warn all t h e  
Bre thren  against being concerned i n  wri t ing,  pr int ing or publishing 
a n y  other  book concerning l l asons  or Masonry,  as  they shall be 
answerable t o  t h e  Grand Lodge. " 



~ \ , ~ ~ t ~  estni,lishlnelt of New Lodges. and E'"s~res T.odges 
illl~er hloderus Alltients respectively t h e  elld of each five yearly 

period, (Esc ludmg Foreign Lodges.) 

1, FROVINCIAL LODGES. 

7 3  1 

2 .  LONDON LODGES. 

l 



? O T A L ~  - fivTIENTS 
? R o r W C l h ~  m-x-r.r.x.x.. 
LcrisOr., .------- -- 

A t  the  Union i n  1813 there were erased as having ceased working. 
though still on Grand Lodge Registers :- 

Aroderns . . .  1 London and 3 Provincial Lodges. 
Antients . . . 2 . a n d 3 5  ,, , 3 



So conl]Jles alld involved a r e  t h e  questions re la t i lg  to  t h e  " Old Charges H 

t h a t  it  is 0111~ 1-00 easy to  dis]day one's ignorance by discussillg theill. alld 
t h e  gelleral subject of their  ilse by  our  eighteentll century Brethren 1 callllot do 
'letter than  cj11ote t h e  remarlrs of Hro. I l e rber t  Poole i11 his 11sef~1 book (TAP (J / ( l  
( ' /~ / r / .ges.  p.  27) :- 

" The g e ~ l e ~ a l  ilnpressioii -eems to be t h a t  there was no clear cu t  l i ~ l e  
betwee11 t h e  two classes of l l asons  (operatives and spec~dat ives)  alld t h a t  probably 
t h e  Old Charges were t h e  C O I I ~ I O I ~  possessio~l of both ' '  : a ~ l d  :-., Olle call only 
s l l l ~ p o s h t h a t  the  rapid multiplicatioll of Lodges i~ivolvillg lllucll copyi~lg of 
NSS.  led to  a demand f o r  a less laborious method of reprodnction " ( i . e . ,  prirlted 
~ersiol is) .  

1s i t  n o t ,  then .  qui te  evident t h a t  t h e  success of t h e  pla11 t o  substitute 
-4iiderson's Book of Const i tut io~is  for the  Old Charges was by  n o  nlealls assured 
till  l o ~ l g  af ter  i t s  publicatioll. a n d ,  I suggest, t h a t  i t  would have been more 
yecarious still had  Grand  Lodge iss.. .scl a t  once some other  document which pur -  
ported to give ' .  Constitution " t o  a Lodge. 

W e  are so accustomed to regard t h e  W a r r a n t  of our  Lodge as the  legal 
instrument  of its constitution t h a t  i t  is not easy t o  get back t o  t h a t  early point 
of view: i t  is of t h e  more interest ,  then ,  to  note a n y  survivals of i t :  a t  the  
I~lstallatioil  of a \17.i\I. t h e  Book of Coiistitutions is  presented t o  him by the  
1n:talling Nas te r  with t h e  comme~l t  i n  some r i tuals  t h a t  i t  is t o  be  " his guide 
a t  all times i n  cases of difficulty " : i n  t h e  pre-union r i tual  i n  Bristol,  however. 
i t  (together with H.B. ,  C o n ~ p s ,  and  Sq. and t h e  Charter  W a r r a n t )  is presented 
with the qualifying words:  " which render your Lodge just perfect and  regular." 
I s  such expression used regarding t h e  B .  of C.. elsewhere? 

15'11ile legally t h e  Deputat ion could never be  regarded a s  t h e  Constituting 
i~ i s t rument ,  yet as  t ime went on t h e  doculnents issued from Grand  Lodge in 
th i s  form did in  fac t  come t o  be regarded very much i n  t h a t  way,  and  we find 
Inany references to  these Deputat ' ions as  " Constitutions," a n d  official recognition 
of  such a status. 

F o r  instance. t h e  following G.L.  Xinutes  make  such definite reference:- 

34 J1111e 1742:  . .  T h e  Master of the  Turk ' s  I Iead  Lodge i n  Greek S t . ,  
Soho, acquainted t h e  Grancl Master t h a t  a s  t h e  said Lodge was greatly 
declined. h e  a n d  t h e  members had joined t h e  King ' s  Arms  Lodge, 
No. 38,  held a t  t h e  Cannon. Charing Cross. and  t h a t  by  consent of 
t h e  said Tul-lrJs H e a d  Lodge, he  did surrender  t,lle C o i i s t i t ~ ~ t i o n  thereof ; 
for which they were much applauded by  t h e  Grand  Naster ."  

3 Feb.  174.1: ' '  T h e  Brethren were highly satisfied with t h e  conduct of 
tile Lodge held a t  t h e  Rose i n  Cheapside: who. finding their  state i n  
great decline, had  joined themselves t o  t h e  Swan & Runimer i n  
Bart,holenle\v Lalle near  t h e  Royal Exchange. and  surrendered their 
Constitution to  t h e  Grand l ras te r  a t  t h e  Comalu~licat ion."  

36 Feb .  1745: " T h e  AIaster and  Wardens of t h e  Lodge No.  185 snr- 
rendered their  C o n s t i t ~ ~ t i o n  t o  the  Grand Naster ."  

22 Dec. 1748: ' .  The  Master of t h e  Lodge No. 122 lately held a t  the  Whi te  
Rear i n  Old Bread Street  acquainted t h e  Brethren t h a t  as t h e  said 
Lodge had  for  some t ime  discontinl~ed meeting. h e  t o  prevent t h e  
Const,itutioa falling into bad hands. by  Consent of t h e  other  Menlbers 
thereof, surrendered t h e  same to the  G . X . ,  which was greatly approved 
by  t h e  Grand  Lodge." 

B u t  this practical use of t h e  document cannot be  held t o  al ter  i t s  essential 
character.  though i t  indicates t h a t  there was need of a n  official docunlent f rankly 
intended to serve those purposes. 

Zriah Pmrtice.-By t h e  kindness a n d  courtesy of Bro.  Lepper  I have been 
able to  see and permitted t o  make  extracts from t h e  chapters on I r i sh  W a r r a n t s  



in vol. i i .  (unl~ublishecl) of the  History of tlie Grand Lodge of Free ancl Sccepted 
Alasorls of I re land  (Lepper a n d  CrosslG). 

The  authors  s tate:-  ' A s  early as  1727 the  Grand  Lodge of Ireland was 
issuing some kind of cloc~inlent t o  its s ~ ~ b o r d i l l a t e  Lodges, as appears by  t h e  
entry concerning No. 2 in  tlie official Roll.  while No.  21 Newport Co. ITayo 
claimed i n  1818 t o  be in  possession of a W a r r a n t  da t ing  from t h e  22nd May 
1727. Both these Lodges as  we Irnow fronl t h e  original XTarrants  still preserved, 
took out la ter  Charters  i n  1'732 and 1733 respectively, so we are  inclined t o  
believe t h a t  t h e  earlier documents they held were somewhat i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of a 
Dispensation. not  a t r u e  W a r r a n t .  ' 

Discussing Regulation W I T .  of t h e  Book of Constltntions (1723) which we 
have already considered. t l ~ e y  say :- 

" I t  is not  unfa i r  t o  conclude t h a t  neither word-(i.~..  Dispensation and 
Warrant)-was used i n  a strict sense i n ~ ~ ~ l ~ i n g  a doculllent of s o ~ n e  kind : but  
we believe t h a t  i t  was from such a meaning being read into t h e  passage by  t h e  
Ir ish Freemasons. who . . . studied their  Anderson diligently. t h a t  t h e  actual 
Warrai i t  as  we know i t  now-a-days came illto existence i n  I re land .  first of all t h e  
I\lasonic Constitutions. ancl then  spread over all t h e  World wherever t h e  Craft is 
known. " 

K e  m a y  usefully reflect here. 1 th ink ,  t h a t  no copies of t h e  Olcl Charges 
have ever been found i n  Irelancl ancl there is no evidence t h a t  they were e l e r  
i n  use there.  

W h a t  actual ly were t h e  conditions o b t a i ~ i m g  i n  Ireland before t h e  forma- 
tion of i ts  Grand  Lodge (about t h e  year 1725) i t  is liot possible now to say, 
patient research and  lucky finds may in t ime give us  more evidence: Alasonic 
activities such as a re  indicatecl b y  t h e  Tripos speech of 1 6 8 8  t h e  Munster 
t radi t ions of E a r l y  L o d g e s  tlie possil~le Lodge of 1688 i n  t h e  later-named 

Walshe " Regiment .  t h e  Lodge of the  Elizabeth S t .  Leger inc iden t .  and t h e  
large number  of Lodges immediately rallying t o  t h e  Ir ish Grand Lodge, to  
t h e  existence of some recognised authori ty .  whether documentary or n o t ;  and it 
is not  satisfactory to  assume t h a t  tha t  authori ty  was n o  more t h a n  t h e  mere word 
of t h e  peripatetic hedge mason. ' 

Still  i t  is a fact  t h a t  110 evidence has yet  been forthcoinirlg of t h e  use of 
a n y  kind of authorizing clocunlent t h e  Eiiglish Book of Constitutions nap  t h e  
foundat ion of their  own Code, and  there were therefore no constituting documents 
detract ing from i ts  importance mcl au thor i ty .  while i t  m a y  'well have appeared 
necessary t o  elaborate a n  organisation which gave them something nlore t h a n  a 
Book which could be bought i n  t h e  open marke t .  

A very definite decision was made within a few years of t h e  Grand Lodge's 
formation. as  shown by  a notice printed i n  Fau lkner  S Dllhlitl CJtronirIe. 11-14 
Dec.. l731  :- 

Whereas there a re  severdl Lodges of Freemasons congregated in several 
Cities and  Towns within this  I<ingdom. w i t h o ~ ~ t  a W a r r a n t  under the  
H a n d  ancl Seal of t h e  Right  I-Ionourable t h e  Lord  Kingstoll. or the  
R i g h t  Honourable t h e  Lord Nettervill  Deputy  Grancl Master or the  
Grand  Wardens ,  I t  is therefore order'd t h a t  all such Lodges do 
immediately wri te  t o  t l ~ e  Secretary. Blr. Thomas Griffith i n  Dublin 
and  take  ou t  t r u e  and  perfect W a l r a n t s ,  and  pay  t h e  Fees for  t h e  
same, o r  they will not be deem'd t r u e  Lodges. 

Signed by  Order  
Tho Griffith. Secretary. " 

The  first of these W a r r a n t s  was issued on t h e  1st  Feb .  1'73112 and  is still 
i n  existence, t h e  oldest Masoiiic W a r r a n t  i n  t h e  World.  This doc~mlent  reads:  - 

" B y  t h e  R i g h t  Worshipfnl ancl Righ t  I-Ionourable Lord  Kingston. Grand 
Master  of all t h e  Lodges of Free  I\lasons i n  t h e  I<ingdom of Irelancl, 
t h e  Righ t  IIonourable t h e  Lord Nettevil.  Deputy  Grancl Naster .  t h e  



Honourable M7illiam Ponsonby and Dillon Pollard Ha~nson Esquires 
Grand Wardens. Whereas our Trusty and Well Beloved Brothers 
John Freke and Tho~nas  Cooke Esq".. James Condon and Florence 
NcCarthy have besought Us. tha t  We would be pleas'd to erect a 
Lodge of Freemasons in the town of l l ichellsto~i~n and a t  the House 
of such persons. who by their I<nowledge and Skill in 3lasonry may 
contribute to the Wellbeing and Adva~lcenlent thereof. 
W e  therefore duly ~ ~ e i g h i n g  the Premisses and having nothing more 
a t  Hear t  than  the Prosperity .and true Advancelllent of Masonry, and 
reposing special Trust and Confidence in our Trusty and Well beloved 
Brothers, the  said John Treke. & Tho Cooke, James Condon and 
Florence &IcCarthy of whose Abilities and Knowledge in Masonry we 
are satisfied: Do by these Presents of our . . . certain Knowledge 
and nleer Xotion, Nominate, Create. Authorize & Constitute the said 
. . . to  be Nast ' .  of the sd. Lodge. & the  sd. Freke & Cooke 
Wardens of a Lodge of Free and Accepted AIasons to be held by then1 
and their Successors lawfully admitted in the t ouqn  of C'orlc' [written 
over erasure] for ever. And we do hereby Give and grant under the  
said Xaster and said Wardens, & the rest of the  Worshipful Bre(thre)n 
and their successors full power and lawful Authority from Time to 
Time to proceed to  election of new Master and Wardens, and to make 
such Laws, Rules, and Orders as they from Time to  Time shall think 
proper and Convenient for the well being and ordering of the said 
Lodge: reserving to Ourselves aud Our Successors Grand Nasters and 
Grand Wardens of Ireland,  the sole right of deciding all differences 
which shall be brought by Appeal before U s  and Our Successors 
Grand Masters and Grand Wardens of Ireland. 
I n  Witness whereof we have hereunto set our Hands  and Seal of 
Office, this first day of February in the Year of Our Lord 1731 and 
in the Year of Masonry 5731. 

Tho. Griffith Secretary." 

The document is minted.  with blank snaces for names and nlaces filled in 
in manuscript; i t  has the  signatures of the Grand Master and Deputy Grand 
Naster a t  the top left. and on the wide left margin bears the  seal of the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland and the  number of the Lodge. 

This form of Warrant  remained unaltered until 1817 and is substantially 
the same as tha t  now in use. 

It will be noted tha t .  h?/ these Precents, nIasons were constituted as a 
Lodge, and the l lasters and Wardens appointed, and tha t  the  Document is 
isued not by the  Grand Master alone, but associated with his Deputy G.X.  and 
Grand Wardens. 

The interesting question arises whether in Irish practice a t  this time the  
issue of the Warrant  alone sufficed, and was not necessarily accompanied by any 
Constituting ceremony. This is not specifically dealt with in these chapters on 
Warrants, but  Bro. Lepper has told me tha t  he has no doubt whatever. tha t  
there was invariably a constituting ceremony, carried out on the  lines of the 
Postscript in Anderson's Constitutions, similar to  tha t  which is practised to-day. 

Scottisl~ Pmctice.-The Grancl Lodge of Scotland was not formed untiI 
1736 and was a t  first concerned with the  enrolment under its authority of the  
many old Lodges already existing. 

a With conditions in  this respect similar to those obtaining a t  the earlier 
date in England i t  might be thought that  there were the  same reasons for 
avoiding the issue of a " Constituting " document: but  the Ir ish plan of issuing 
Warrants was a t  once adopted though in a much differing form,-more elaborate 
and verbose.-and i t  is used alnlost unaltered to  the present day. A full copy 
is given in Lane's Essay (p. 203). 

It was issued by authority of The Most Worshipful the  Grand Naster of 
Scotland and the  Grand Lodge. I t  is obvious, however, t ha t  t he  conditions by 



that  time were everywhere essentially different from those facing the premier 
Grand Lodge in 1723. 

The centralisation of ;\lasonic activities by enrolment of Lodges on a Grand 
Lodge Register. with specific privileges such as participation in a central charity. 
granted in return for loyal allegiance and payment of dues had become an  
accomplished fact in England, and in Ireland, for a decade and more: the 
question of Old Charges versus the new Book of Constitutiolls no longer arose : 
neither in the  Irish nor the Scottish Warrants are these refered to, and the 
problem was sinlply one of securing an  efficient centralised organisation. 

Content with their original plan, and seeing no reason for modifying i t .  
the  Grand Lodge of England continued to constitute its Lodges throughout the 
country by Deputations until about the year 1757: but  by then their position 
was beconling seriously undermined by the Grand Lodge of the  Antients, formed 
in 1751. 

Cradled and nurtured in Ireland this new and very vigorous body issued 
Warrants of Constitution to its Lodges. in a form differing widely from the Irish 
or Scottish. 

The Warrant  of the  Enoch Lodge (1751) reads:- 

" 13. C. Vaughan. G.M. 
W. I-Iolford D.G.BL. John Jackson S.G.W. 

Sam. Galbraith J . G . W .  

To all whome i t  may concern 

W e  the Grand Lodge in ample form assembled do hereby Authorize 
and Inlpower our Trusty and Well beloved Brethren Will1". Cowen 
3Iaster William Osborne Senl. Warden and John Nelson J u n l .  Warden 
(with their lawful Assistance) To form and hold a Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Ancient Masons and in such Lodge Admit enter and make 
Xasons according to the Ancient and honourable Custonl of tlle Royal 
Craft  i n  all Ages and Nations throughout the known World. And 
we do hereby further Authorise and Inlpower our said Trusty and 
Well beloved Brethren William Cowea, Willianl Osborn, and John 
Nelson (with their Lawful Assistance) To nominate, chuse, and Instal 
their Successors whom they are to invest with their power and dignity 
and such Successors shall in like manner Noininate Chuse and Insczl 
their Successors &c. &c. &c. such Illstallations to be on every St .  John's 
Day during the continuance of the Lodge for ever. Providing tha t  
the Above named Brethren and their Successors always pay due 
Hespect to this Ancient Grand Lodge otherwise this Warrant  to be 
of no force and Virtue. 

Given under our hands and Seal of the Ancient Grand Lodge London 
this 18th day of J u n e  in tlle Year of our Lord 1755 and in the Year 
of 3Iasonry 5755. 

L a n  Dermott. G.Secy. 
Constituted Ju ly  17 1751-5751. " 

This doculllent " authorizes and impowers " certain named brethren to 
form and hold a Lodge, and nominates them as its officers: i t  is issued by 
" the Grand Lodge in ample form assembled," the names of the Grand Officers 
being cited in  various places, but  no one of them named as the  fount of authority. 
There is, i t  will be noted, no reference to any Constitutions or Book of Constitu- 
tion, the ins t r~nnent  is not concerned with these, but  merely (as mere Ireland 
and Scotland) with the external organisation of the Lodges, and their relation to 
the Central Authority. 

There can be little doubt tha t  the initial success of the new Grand Lodge 
of the Antients, and the  heavy losses of the Moderns during the previous decade 
caused the leaders in the latter organisation seriously to review their position. 

A t  any rate, i t  is soon after this t ha t  we find the  Moderns altering their 
method, and giving their Lodges a definite Warrant  of Constitution, which could 



be retained ancl cited and exhibited by the new Lodges a s  t11;ir authority for 
working; and this work appears to have been largely effected by the Deputy 
Grand Naster. D r .  3Ianningham. who by his personal exertions had done so. 
much to ward off the attacks of the rival Grand Lodge. 

The very earliest Warrant  issued by the Moderns is in fact one issued by 
a Provincial Grand 1Iaster.-and still exists in No. 89 llow ~vorliing a t  Dukinfield. 
It was issued by Willianl Ratchdale. the P . G . N . ,  of Lancashire (1743-1760) and 
is in character different from all others. I t s  terms are :- 

" To a11 and every our Right Worshipful, Worshipful and Loveing Brethren 
(of the  Ancient and Honourable) Society of free and Accepted AIasons 
Send Greeting. 

Know Ye tha t  by virtue of the power given under the hand and seal of 
the Right Honourable and Right Worshipful J o h n  Lord Ward Baron 
of Birmiiighanl in the County of Warwick Grand 3Iaster bareing date 
the 30th day of April A D  1743. A L  5743 (giving 1aw)ful power and 
authority to me Willianl Ratchdale of Liverpool in the County 
Palatine of Lancaster 11 D his Provincial Grand Naster to appoint 
my Deputy and Wardens and 7SIasons and constitute Lodges as 
occasions shall require I the said William Ratchdale takeing special 
care tha t  all and every the Members of every Lodge of shall be 
coilstituted have been or shall be regularly made Masons and that  
they do observe perform and keep all & every the Rules orders & 
regulations contained in the Book of Constitutions (except such as have 
been or may be revoked or alter'd a t  any Quarterly Communication 
or other general meeting) and do a1 such matters and things as may 
fronl time to time from the Grand Lodge (by order of the Right 
Worshipful t'he Grand Master for the time being) deliver'd to me ancl 
that  each Lodge so constituted by me ye sd P.G.91. shall pay the sum 
two guineas for the use of the Grand Charity and ten shillings and 
sixpence to the Grand Secretary for entering the said Lodge in the  
Lodge Book of y' Grand Lodge and (that  every such) Lodge or Lodges 
as shall by him the  said P . G . X .  (ha so) constituted tha t  they keep the 
Rules (orders and Regulations aforesaid). 

Now Whereas I the  said TT7illianl Ratchdale y' said P . G . X .  
have been applyed to by Petition from several Brethren dwelling and 
resideing in Nanchester in the County Palatine of Lancaster praying 
tha t  they may be constituted and formed into a regular Lodge. 

Know Ye tha t  I the said ITrn'. Rat'clldale by virtue and in 
pursnaixe of the power aforesaid H a t h  and by these presents doth 
Constitute and form the said pet'itioning Brethereu into a Legal 
regular and coilstituted Lodge to be held on every and 3"d TVednes- 
day in every month a t  the place called St .  Ann 's  Coffeehouse 1 1 0 ~  

kept by Har ry  Kirks in Xanchester aforesaid and I do and have 
appointed Joseph Greenwood Gent,n. Master of the said Lodge John 
Smith Gen!.. Senr. Warden and Jolun Ilarrysone 31 D Jun" .  Warden. 

Given under my hand and seal this 4th Day of Feb. 1754 
A L  5764. 

V7'". Ratchdale (Seal) 
P.G.31." 

It will be sees tha t  this unique T a r r a n t  retains mally of the characteristics 
of the Deputation while fundamentally altering its legal status, being itself t he  
instrument by which the Lodge was constituted and its officers appointed. 

I t  is issued by the personal authority of the P.G.11. who alolle s i p s  i t .  
citing in the preamble the  terms and conditions of his office and the poJyer give11 
him by the Grand 3Iaster. 

The issue is not by a Lodge, but by the Grand Officer. a d  i t  colltillues 
to recite the necessity for observance of the Rules, orders, and Reg~~la t ions  of 
the Eook of Constitutions. 



A comparisoi~ of this document v i th  the terms of the Deputations already 
cited is instructive, but even more so with the terms of the Patent  of Appoint- 
inent of Provincial Grand Nasters. 

Very few of these have been preserved. The Grand Lodge Library only 
possesses five issued to Home Provinces, one of which (dated 1796) has been 
qnite recently acquired. 

The earliest is dated 25 Nov. 1765, and relates to  the appointment of a 
Provincial Grand Xaster for the Electorate of Hanover. A transcript of such a 
Patent  to an American Province is, however, to be found in the Grand Lodge 
Xinutes of 1736, and its wording is very sinlilar to tha t  here given. 

The earliest issued to an  Engl~sh Province is that  of Charles Marsh, 
P.G.11, for Radnor, which hears date 26 June  1777. I t  reads as follows :- 

" Manchester G.M. (Seal of G.L.)  
To all and every our Right Worshipful. 1Yorshipful and Loving 
Brethren. W e  George Duke of Manchester &c. Grand Xaster of the 
Nest Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Accepted ;\Iasons 
send Greeting. Know Ye That W e  of the great Trust and Confidence 
reposed in our Right Trusty and Well beloved Brother Charles Marsh 
of the W a r  Office London Esquire Do hereby constitute and appoint 
him the said Charles Narsh Provincial Grand Xaster of and for the 
County of Radnor with full power ancl authority in due form to make 
Nasons and Constitute and Regulate Lodges as occasion may require 
and also to do and execute all and every such other Acts and things 
appertaining to the said Office as usually hare  been and ought to be 
done and esecutcd by other Provincial Grand Masters he the said 
Charles 3Iarsh taking special care tha t  all and every the nlenlbers of 
every Lodge he shall Constitute shall have been regularly made Masons 
and tha t  they do observe perform and keep all and every the Rules 
Orders and Regulations contained in the Book of Constitutions (except 
such as have been or may be repealed a t  any Quarterly Communica- 
tion or other general meeting) together also with all such other Rules 
orders Regulations and instructions as shall from time to time be 
trammitted by Us or by Rowland Holt Esquire our Deputy, or by 
any of Our Successom Grand 3lasters or their Deputys for the time 
being. And we hereby Will and require you our said Provincial 
Grand Master to cause four Quarterly Co~nn~unicatioils to be held 
yearly one whereof to be upon or as near the Feast Day of Saint 
John  the Baptist as conveniently may be and tha t  you promote on 
those and all other occasions whaterer may be for the honour and 
advantage of Xasonry and the Benefit of the Grand Charity, and 
tha t  you yearly send to 11s or our Succesors Grand Masters an account 
in writing of the proceedings therein and also of what Lodges you 
constitute and when and where held together nyith a List of the 
I\lembers of the said several Lodges and Copies of all such Rules 
orders and Regulations as shall he made for the good Government of 
the same with whatever else you shall do by ~ i r t n e  of these Presents, 
and tha t  you at the same time remit to the Treasurer of the Society 
for the time being a t  Loudon Three pounds three shilliilgs for every 
Lcdge you shall Constitute for the use of the Grand Charity and other 
nece:sary purpcses. 

Given a t  London under Our Hand  & Seal of I\Iasonry this 
26t' Day of J u n e  AL 5777. AT) 1777. 

By the Grand 3la:ter's Coinmaild 
R .  Holt D.G.X.  

J a s  Heseltine G.S." 

There can be little douht from the preamble of the  Warrant  he i-sued in 
1754 that  Dr .  W m .  Ratchdale had received instructions very similar to these; 
and if he had had them at  the time of his appointment as P.G.11. in 1742, they 



conveyed no indication tha t  the carrying out of the instructions to Constitute 
Lodges was by any other method than that  usually adopted. 

From the action later taken by the D.G.M. ,  Dr .  I\lanningham. and the 
G.S., John Revjv. i t  is probable tha t  the advisability of some change in the 
pol~c!~ respecting the constituting of Lodges and issue of Warrants was discussed 
a t  Grand Lodge, a t  any rate informally among the officers and such Provincial 
Grand Masters as may have been accessible. 

Ratchdale had but  to read his own Patent  to realise that  he had full 
poJyer to do this for himself if he wished. and to him belongs the credit of 
haring issued the first known \\'arrant of the -1Soderns. 

It is not until 1757 tha t  we find such a document issued from Grand 
Lodge. 

Two Warrants of Lodges still working. No. 97 Palatine Lodge of Sunder- 
land and No. 100 Lodge of Friendship. Great Yarmouth (formerly of Norwich), 
were issued by the G.M.,  Lord Carnarvon. 

Lane quotes the  War ran t  issued to No. 97 dated 14 J a n .  l757 in full. 
I 11411 give the one issued 25 N a r .  1737 to No. 100, then meeting a t  Norwich, 
which Warrant ,  it is interesting to note is on paper and .entirely in the hand- 
nriting of Thomas Manningham himself (see Hamon le Strange, H,\tor!, -,f 
F ~ e e m r ~ w i ~ r ? ~  in  Sor fo lb . ,  p. 106) :- 

I t s  terms are identical with those of No. 97 :- 

" Carnarvon G . X .  (Seal of G.L.)  
To All and every Our Right Worshipful Worshipful and T,oving 
Brethren W e  Janles Brydges. I\larcluis of Carnarvon. Grand Master 
of the Ancient and Ronourable Society of Free and Accepted Xasons 
Send Greeting 

Know Ye tha t  We at the humble Petition of our Right 
IITorshlpful and Well beloved William Wickes Levl Barlow Sanluel 
Clark and several other Erethren residing in the City of Norwich in 
the County of Norfolk & confid~ng in the care of you the said Wllliam 
W~ckes  tha t  all and every the said Brethren have been regularly made 
llasons do hereby Const~tn te  you and the said Erethren into a regular 
Lodge of ffree and accepted Masons, And do further of the great 
trnst aud confidence reposed in you the said three above named 
Brethren appoint you the said William W ~ c k e s  to be 3Iaster: the 
said Levl Barlow to be S .W.  & the said Samnel Clarke to be J . W .  
for the openlng the sald Lodge and for such further time only as 
shall be thought proper by the Brethren thereof I t  being our W111 
that  this our appointment of the above Officers shall in no wice affect 
any further Electlon of, Officers of the Lodge Bu t  t ha t  snch Election 
shall be regulated agreeably to snch By Laws of the said Lodge as 
shall be cons~stent m t h  the General Laws of this Society contained in 
the Book of Constitutions. 

And we do hereby Will and require you the said M7illiam 
Wickes and the future Xasters of the Lodge for the time being to 
take especial care tha t  all and every the Brethren of the above Lodge 
do observe perform and keep all and every the Rules. Orders. and 
Regulations contained in the Book of Constitutions (except snch as 
have been or may be repealed a t  any Quarterly Communication, or 
cthel General meeting) together with all such other Rules. Orders, 
Regulations & Instructions as shall from time to time be transmitted 
by Us or Thomas I\Ianningham 3I.D. our Deputy. or by any of our 
Successors. Grand Xasters or t h e ~ r  Deputy for the time being. and 
tha t  you & such Masters of the Lodge for the time being do from 
time to time cause to  be eutered in a Book kept for tha t  purpose an 
account of the proceedings of the Lodge together with all such Rules, 
Orders and Regalations as shall be made for the good Goverillnent of 
the same. And tha t  it be in no wise omitted a t  least ollce in every 
year to send to Us or Our Successors Grand Nasters an account in 



~n- i t i ng  of the said Proceedings ancl copies of all such Rules. Orders, 
& Regulations as shall be made as aforesaid, together v i t h  a List of 
l\lembers of the Lodge. & such a sunl of inoney as may suit t he  
circ~mstances thereof and reasonably be expected towards the General 
Charity. And we do moreover hereby Will and Require You the 
said Kll l iam Wlckes as soon as coilveniently may be to sellcl us an 
account in writing of what shall be done by virtue of these presents. 

Given a t  London under Our Hand and Seal of I\lasonry t h i ~  
2St' day of JIarch A D  1757 A L 5757. 

By the Grand Master's Coinmailcl 
TT'itness C. J. Revis Tho'. Manningham 

G.S. D.G.31." 

The essential difference between this doculllent and the Deputation need 
not again be stressed. but i t  is of interest to note their points of similarity :- 

l .  I t  is still a document issuing personally from the Grand Xaster. allcl 
promulgated through his Depnty and witnessed by the Grand Secretar>- 
brit it is not stated to have emanated from the Grand Loclge as such. 

2. Special care is elljoiiied that all and every of the founders have beeu 
regularly made Nasons. 

3. The importance of the Eoolr of Constitutioils is still emphasized. 

4. The Bye Laws (or Rules) are to be submitted to Grand Lodge. 

5. A list of I\Iembers is to be regularly submitted. 

Points of similarity with the Patent  of a Provincial Grand Naster to be 
uoticed are : - 

1. All and every the menlbers of Lodges he shall constitute shall be 
regularly ~ n a d e  Nasons. " 

2. " and they do observe perform and keep all and every the Rule= 
Orders and Regulations coiltaincd in the Book of Constitutiolls (except 
such as have been or may be repealed a t  any Quarterly Communica- 
tion or other General meeting) together with all such other Rule: 
Orders Regulations and Iilstructioils as shall from time to time be 
transmitted by Us,  or . . . our Deputy. and by any of our 
Successors Grand Blasters or their Deputys for the  time being." 

3. A yearly account of proceedings is to be sent. 
4. A List of Lodges and I\tembers to be sent. 

5 .  Copies of Rules. Orders and Regulations to be sent. 

This is the basis of all Grand Loclge Warrants subsequently issued, ancl 
becaine the pattern of most of the Provincial Warraats .  After  a while there 
was a somewhat shortened form adopted and ~t is of interest to notice h o ~ ~  the  
phrases in  paragraph 2 just abovc are dealt with by the different Provmcial 
Grand Masters in issuing TTarrants under their Authority. some. like Ratchdale. 
recite them 2 1 1  t o t o  but the majority (having these instructions in their l~ersollaI 
Patent)  do not appear to have thought ~t necessary to recite them again to their 
Warranted Lodges, but omit those phrases while otherwise accurately follo~ving 
the Grand Lodge model. 

The characteristic quality of the Deputation, indicating a personal act by 
someone deputed by the Grand Master, is one which leaves its impress on all 
the later docuineilts issued by the i\loclerns. I11 other. coilstitutions i t  is clearly 
stated tha t  the Warrants are issued by the authority of the Grand Lodge, or 
the Grand Master is cited as deriving the authority and sanction for the issue 
from the Grand Lodge. but  it is veiy rare to find an issue of a Warrant  1)y 
the i\Ioderns where any sncll recognition is alade. The Grand 3Iaster or Acting 
Grand Naster issues the Warrant  through the chanllel of his Deputy ailcl 
Secretary. but of his own authority, and the Provincial Grand Master similarl>- 
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i s s ~ ~ e s  his W a r r a n t  by  v i r tue  of t h e  authori ty  he  has been given hy the  Grand 
Master. The Grand  Lodge, or i ts  officers, is rarely referred t o  i n  t h e  preamble, 
or recital of authori ty .  i n  a n y  Xoderns  W a r r a n t .  

I t  need scarcely be pointed out  t h a t  af ter  t h e  Union this  was changed. 
The 1Ioclerns alone h a d  adopted such a form of au thor i ty ,  to  t h e  Antients t h e  
" Lodge in ample form assembled " was always recited as  t h e  source of authority, 
and though t h e  I\loderns might  fair ly  argue t h a t  as  the  Grand >laster was subject 
to a m u a l  election by Grand  Lodge. his authori ty  was in  effect similarly based. 
the  form of words used npon W a r r a n t s  issued since t h e  U n i o i ~  has  always illcluded 
a recital of t h e  fact t h a t  t h e  Grand AIaster is acting " by  tlie authori ty  and  
under the -anctiou of t h e  Uni ted  Grand Lodge of England ,  vested i n  us for t h a t  
purpose." 

111.-PROVINCIAL W A R R A N T S  I N  G E N E R A L .  

A large number  of Provincial ' '  Constitutions " still exists. many a one 
yet serving as t h e  sole au thor i ty  for  tlie work of a Lodge. m a n y  preserved i n  
Xasonic libraries or pr ivate  Lodges. A summary of those about  which informa- 
tion coulcl be obt,ained is give11 i n  Appendis  I .  : the re  are  probably many others 
which might be  added t o  t h e  list .  

N o  record was a t  first kept  ill t h e  Grancl Lodge Registers of the  details 
of a \f7arrant issue. T h e  register was of Lodges, and  t h e  numbering was of 
Lodges.-the official lists ancl registers took cognizance of n o  more. 

B u t  i n  1785 t h e  Grand Secretary. William W h i t e ,  began to keep a 
inemoranduni book of all  such issues i n  t h e  Provinces a n d  co l~ t inued  it  to  the end 
of t h e  century. Of tlie previous period no systematic record is available. and i t  
has been necessary to  get information in detail  f rom existing Lodges which 
derived from t h e  BIoderns and  search Provincial and  m a n y  private Lodge 
Histories. 

I t  should be  noted t h a t  though the diytinction drawn here between a 
K a r r a n t .  a Deputat ion.  and  a Dispensation is very real.  these terms are  them- 
selves very loosely usecl in  doc~uments of the period. and  t h a t .  particularly in t h e  
recitals of past History usually given ill Warran ts  of Confirmation. the  use of 
t h e  term ' .  W a r r a n t  " is no evidence t h a t  the  doclument referred to  was of t h e  
character we now indicate by  t h a t  term.  

For  instance. t h e  W a r r a n t  of Confirmation issued t o  tlie Lodge of 
Rectitude. Corsham. Wi l t s . .  No. 335, which gave re-issue to  t h e  erased W a r r a n t  
of the  Lodge establislled a t  tlie Maid 's  H e a d .  Norwich. i n  1724, says:  " in  t h e  
year 172' a W a r r a n t  of C'onstitntion was granted ill due  form under  the seal of 
1lasonry " ancl " We . . . have been .pleasxl to  assign t h e  said TYarrant of 
Constitution to  t h e  :.aid B r e t h r e l ~  "-a pious fiction ! 

This memorandum register of William W h i t e ' s  is a snlall folio. without 
fol~eworcl or t i t le  page. 

It consists of three fasciculi of six fcolscan sheets i n  each. i . e . .  twelve 
leaves, a fornler covering of all  three f a s c i c ~ ~ l i .  made of thin cardboard having 
b ~ e i l  cut  clown close t o  t h e  foldmg.  and a coarse brown paper corer s t i tchd.  
over ~t b e a ~ m g  t h e  wri t ten description :- 

" W a r r a n t s  of Conctitution and  
P a t e n t s  of Prov .  Grand Xasters ."  

The hook was made  up a t  different periods, t h e  watermark being slightly 
different in  each fasciculus, a n d  t h a t  of t h e  last bears d a t e  1804. 

The first. en t ry  has t h e  da te  29 Sep.  1784. 
The earlier par t  of t h e  first fasciculus gives interesting indications of its - 

original condition. 
The first leaf is of a different colour and  tex ture  from t h e  rest,  t h e  paper 

is cleaner and more closely woven. and the  watermark diffelent: i t  was evidently 
added a t  a la ter  d a t e  t o  supply t h e  place of some e a h e r  leaves t h a t  had  been 
removed: i ts  counterpart  a t  t h e  end of the  fasciculus which should form t h e  



twelfth leaf has  been cu t  down close to  t h e  fold, and t h e  entries pass chrono- 
logically t o  t h e  first page of the  second fasciculus, as is s110\4~11 i n  t h e  illustration 
(P la te  I X . ) .  

This new first leaf was evidently intended t o  replace t h e  nex t  t ~ o  leaves 
of the  original fasciculus which have been cut  away close to  t h e  fold leaving the  
ten th  and  eleventh leaves without any  folded co~ul te rpar t .  and  many of t h e  entries 
in what  is IIOW t h e  third page (but  was formerly t h e  fifth) have been very 
tlioroughly erased a n d  scribbled over, while a few indications of writing still 
remain on t h e  cu t  edges of t h e  removed pages. 

I t  would appear  t h a t  this ineinoranduin book was a t  first used for other 
matters a n d  t h a t  Bro.  Secretary W h i t e  decided t o  devote i t  entirely t o  a register 
of W a r r a n t s  and  P a t e n t s  only af ter  he had had  i t  for some t ime i n  use:  then 
a f te r  th i s  h a d  become i ts  established use he  renloved t h e  two first leaves. and 
substituted this  new one, with extracts from t h e  discarded portion freshly written 
lip. 

A n d  i t  is noticeable t h a t  he left t h e  upper  half of the  first page blank. as 
though intellding t o  inscribe a tit le or description of t h e  book there.  

T h e  spacing or conlpartme~lts  of t'his first leaf resemble more tlie la t ter  
t h a n  t h e  earlier pages of t h e  original book. 

T h e  entries were a t  first made with irregular spacing in two columns down 
t h e  r igh t  a n d  lef t  sides of t h e  pages: by  August .  1789, t h e  page is ruled into 
eight equal  compartments. and  a t  the  other  side of t h e  same leaf (after entry 
of No. 550 Independent  Lodge, Congleton, Cheshire. 22 Oct. 1789. a t  t h e  bottom 
of t h a t  page) t h e  rul ing iiito six compartments is adopted,  and  maintained to the  
end : though occasionally (particularly for foreign Lodges) four  or five entries were 
made i n  one compartment .  

The  first en t ry  on tlie first page of t h e  first fasciculus is , '  ST'arrant of 
Confirmation for Lodge a t  Trichinopoly, granted to  Tere l~ce  Gahagan Esq. .  Capt .  
W"'. Leyburn  & Capt .  Robt .  Testt .  dated 29 Sep. 1184." 

T h e  last en t ry  on t,he last page of t h e  first fasciculus is of Lodge 588 
' .  Lodge of S t .  George a t  a Private  Room, Nor th  Shields Nortliumber:and, 
1 Apr i l  1192, "-and has tmlie note " The last of t l ~ e  old ~ i u m b e r s . "  

T h e  second fasciculus of six sheets is complete and dates  from S N a y  1192. 
when t h e  P a t e n t  of t h e  Rev.  Win .  Peters  is entered. to  20 J a n .  1802. when the  
entry is " W a r r a n t  of Confirmation for t h e  Royal Torlr Lodge formerly 546 now 
-15.5 gran ted  t o  Ph i l ip  Sheppard I<scl. and others to  11old t h e  said Lodge a t  t h e  
Salutat ion I n n  3linchi1i I lanipton.  Gloucestershire." 

Tlle th i rd  fasciculus, coniplete of six sheets. dates  from 11 3Iay  1803 with 
elltry of appoi~ i tn ien t  of George Harvey  E-c l .  to  be Prov .  G . X .  for  Hertfordshire. 
to  t h e  e n t r y  a t  t h e  end of t h e  seventh page citing t h e  appointnient on 13 Alay 
1812 of , ~ l V i l l i a n i  TTilliams of Bridehead ill the  Co. of 1)orset Esq.  to  he 
Proo.  Grand  Illaster for I)orsetshire." t h e  remaining pages liaving beell ruled 
into conipartments, b n t  no entries made. 

The  entries respecting Lodges usually give certaili particulars of the  
collstitutioil of a Lodge. i t s  serial number,  da te  of constitution, place of meeting. 
oftell names of Oficers and  Petitioners. and usually a statenieilt whether the  
Constitution was b y  a Proviiicial Grand Alaster. 

Occasioually, ( v . ! / . .  respecti~ig Cheshire Lodges) I have found t h a t  no such 
Provincial a t t r ibut ion has  been made when, ill fact ,  t h e  W a r r a n t  was a Provincial 
issue: bu t  i n  general the  informatiol~ (checked by  actual isslles still existing) is 
quite accurate ,  and  inay be take11 as authori ta t ive respecting those issues tha t  
have been lost. 

Ancl t h e  espression " Constituted by  " 11sed i11 th i s  register may also he 
t sken  as  indicating t h a t  t h e  con>ti tnt ing document-Warrant. Deputation. or 
Dispensation-was i s s ~ ~ e d  by t h e  Provincial Grand Illaster. 

Other  conipartlnents 011 the  page are  allotted t o  t h e  notice of issue of a 
P a t e n t  or I l e p ~ ~ t a t i o n  appointing a Provincial Grand Master i n  i ts  due  sequence 
of da te  ancl often giving full and intere- t ing particulars respecting h im.  



How impor tan t  h a d  this  plan of issuing t h e  ' Constitution " through t h e  
P .G.M.  beconle dur ing  t h e  last decades of the  century will be realized by  a glance 
a t  Appendis  [I., a n d  from i t  t h e  following figures can be  tabulated :- 

l loderns  New Lodges Constituted (excluding Foreign)- 

Total. Provincial IV\'nr~.ants. Percentage. 
1780 to 1800 . . .  192 135 70 % 
1790 to 1800 ... 93 77 53 7il 

The necessity for  t h e  Provincial organisation. once i t  was established, being 
loyally supported by  t h e  local Lodges and brethren on t h e  one hand  and  t h e  
Grand Lodge on t h e  other  is  a f requent  topic of correspondence. and as t ime 
went on many  broke through t h e  discipline on account of local feeling : on this 
matter  of W a r r a n t i n g  New Lodges, and  also t h e  issuing of certificates t o  brethren 
h y  the Lodges, there  a r e  frequent  allusions i n  contemporary letters.  

F o r  instance, on A u g .  6. 1773. Francis Clayton. IV.11. of 171, writes t o  
t h e  Grand Secretary from Chester and  con~plains  t h a t  t h e  practice of grant ing 
travelling certificates t o  1\1asons, other  t h a n  locally ' gives a large scope for a 
niember t o  behave ill ,  a n d  makes hi111 careless whether he gets a certificate or no. 
from they Body he  belongs t o ,  \\-hen for  t h e  triffling sum of five shillings he  can 
get a certificate from t h e  Grand.  ' 

And Bro.  Allison. Prov .  G.Sec. of Cornwall. writes t o  t h e  G.Sec. from 
Fa lmouth  on N a r c h  11. 1792 : Vnleqs the Transactions of t h e  Lodges under 
h ~ s  Law pass through h ~ s  H a n d s  i n  order to  be laid before t h e  Grand  Lodge t h e  
Provincial 's Authori ty  is merely nominal and of no nlanner of ut i l i ty . '  

B u t  the  interest t aken  in their  provinces varied n n ~ c h  as between t h e  
different Provincial Grand  Masters. and  while some kept  a very t ight  hold, and 
hacl a kindly interest others did h u t  lit t le active work,  and  then  matters  either 
passed into t h e  hands of a n  active Deputy or Secretary, or were dcal t  wlth directly 
by Grdnd Lodge. 

T h e  I'ctttioi~.-As when seeking a Constitution from Grand Lodge, so 
brethren wishing t o  form a new Lodge i n  a Province were requested to present 
a Petition in  due form. setting out  t h e  reasons for  their  request ancl quoting t h e  
approval and support  of local Lodges and  brethren where this  was obtainable. 

One of t h e  most interesting of these Petitions is t h a t  of t h e  Brethren who 
wished to form a 1,odge i n  Leeds i n  1760. I t  is not however, addressed to t h e  
Provincial Authorities,-but 

' To t h e  R i g h t  Worshipful Worshipful Grand Nas te r ,  Grand Wardens 
and all our  Bre thren  Xembers  of t h e  Grand  Lodge H e l d  a t  t h e  Devil's 
Tavern. Temple B a r ,  London.  

Right  Worshipful  Bre thren  

W e  the  Vnderwr i t t en  and your fa i th fu l  Bre thren  residing in t h e  
Town of Leeds i n  t h e  County of York ,  being more t h a n  a 
Competent Number  to  form a Lodge and  make  i t  
perfect (amongst which there are  some invested 
with Degree. t o  which we th ink  you a re  not \\ !\\,!LVI,,~, 
strangers) have assembled ourselves i n  th i s  above 
Said Town of Leeds a t  M r .  J o h n  Thornpson a t  
the  " Talbot " t o  work i n  good Harnlony a n d  
according t o  t h e  Rules and  Statutes  of our  Royal  
A r t .  A n d  being desirous t o  Continue our  work 
i n  the  like good order and  Harmony.  ancl t o  be  admit ted into t h e  
Number of those you have already been pleased t o  Constitute. W e  
beg you'll  be pleased to deliver us  Such Rules  a n d  Constitutions as 
you have done to many  others here-to-fore, t h a t  we m a y  be united and 
know11 to t h e  .whole Fra te rn i ty  wheresoever dispersed over t h e  face of 



t h e  E a r t h ,  not  only for our own satisfaction, b u t  also for t h e  bet ter  
C o n ~ t i t u t i n g  to  t h e  imlxovement and  good order of our  Royal A r t .  

O u r  Brother  t h e  bearer of these mill satisfy t h e  Espenses requirecl 
for  t h e  said Const i tut ion:  I n  the  inter im we beg leave t o  assure you 
t h a t  we shall always be ready t o  aclinowledge t h e  
said favour by  our  Q ~ ~ a r t e r l y  relief for  t h e  Poor 
and  Pennyless Brethren as f a r  as i t  shall lye in  
our  Power. Grant ing you 3 tiines 3 and  
Cherished and linown to the  Enlightc-lied nlortals 
only. W e  remain sincerely your t r u e  a n d  fai thful  
Bre thren .  

Sanluel 1)avenport J o n .  Priestly 
,Jas. Founta in  Horat io Cataiieo 
J o h n  Barron Jam' .  Horrocks 
J o h n  Ijedford ,Junr. Tho'. VJoodcock 
11. Ib l~e t son  Master.  Lewis Bastide. 
Geo. Lawinan. " 

Though t h e r e  is often a naive individuality i n  t h e  petitions, there soon 
came to be a common form, aild. though t h e  example is la te  i n  date .  tile 
following coinnlurlication from t h e  Provi~icial  Grand  Treasurer a t  P o r k  t o  Bro. 
G. Newbold. Secretary of t h e  Bri tannia Lodge (evidently i n  response to  a request 
fo r  infornlation a s  to  procedure i n  forming a new Lodge). gives t h e  matter  
explicitly. 

I n  a covering let ter  datecl " Fr iday  evening " b u t  evidently written a t  t h e  
end of December, 1797, h e  says:- 

" Above you receive a form of t h e  usual P,etition which you will follow 
and  get  signed, and on re tu rn  will forward you a Dispensation for  
holding a Lodge till  we can settle about  t h e  Constitution." 

The ' .  above form " reads : - 

" T o  t h e  Righ t  Worshipful Richard Slater  RIilnes Esquire, N.1'. 
Provincial Grand  Master for t h e  County of Y o r k ,  and td  t h e  Worship- 
f u l  Wil l iam Spencer M.D. P a s t  Deputy  Provincial Grand  Master.  

The  humble Pet i t ion of [seven brethreli ,  insert their  names] respectively 
Master  i\Iasons. 

Sheweth 

T h a t  your  Petitioners a re  regular Xasons a n d  a re  a t  present,  or have 
been AIenlbers of regular Lodges. T h a t  having t,he Prosperity of t h e  
F r a t e r n i t y  a t  H e a r t  they are  willing t o  exert their  best endeavours t o  
promote and  diffuse t h e  genuine principals of BIasonry. Tha t  for t h e  
convenieace of their  respective I h e l l i n g s  and  other  good reasons they 
have agreed to form a New Lodge t o  be named [here iusert t h e  name 
of t h e  Lodge] a n d  have nominated and  d o  recommend A .  B. to  be 
t h e  first Master ,  C. D. to  be  t h e  first Senior W a r d e n ,  and  E. F. t o  
be  t h e  first J u n i o r  Warden .  

T h a t  i n  consequence of this  resolution they  pray  for  a W a r r a n t  of 
Conrtitution t o  empower them t o  assemble as a regular Lodge on t h e  
[here insert t h e  d a y  or days of t ,he month]  a t  t h e  [Sign of t h e  Plow 
or a n y  other  place t o  be  fixed upon1 i n  W h i t b y  i n  t h e  County of 
York t h e n  a n d  there t o  discharge the-Dut ies  of Masonry in a regular 
ancl Constitutional manner  according t o  t h e  Original forms of t h e  
Order  and  t h e  Laws of Grand Lodge. 

T h a t  t h e  prayer  of your Petitioners being gran ted  they promise strict 
conformity to  all regular Edicts and  Commands of t h e  Grand Master 
a n d  t o  al l  t h e  Constitutional Laws of t h e  Grand and ProvinciaI 
1,odges. 

T h e  Petitioners sign thcir  names. 



T h e  ~ i . ~ l ~ r i ~ . ~ / t t i o i i . - I t  was t o  a n  increasing extent  t h e  custom during this 
period for a Provincial Grand  Master-or for t h e  Grand  Secretary of G.L.-to 
grant  a . '  dispensation " under  which t h e  Lodge could begin i t s  meetings, and  
even initiate. pass. ancl raise new members, before t h e  " Constitution " was duly 
completes and  delivered, a n d  sonletinies a l imit  of tinle was stated for t h e  
authority to  extend,-usually four  t o  six weeks.-but towards t h e  last decade 
.of the  century t h e  tendency was for t h e  period to be  great ly extended, and 
indeed i t  will be seen t h a t  i n  Yorkshire this,  a t  one t ime somewhat informal 
document-often issued b y  t h e  D.P.G.N.-became expanded into a n  elaborately 
engrossed and  enlbellished imitat ion of a W a r r a n t .  which, giving no limit of t ime,  
has  continued to be t h e  recognised Author i ty  un t i l  this  day.  although no 
W a r r a n t  has been issued t o  confirnl i t .  

Indeed,  i t  would appear  t h a t  a t  t h a t  la ter  date ,  if t h e  Grand  Lodge had 
received their fees, n o  enquiry was made  as to  t h e  terms or tile regularity of t h e  
document issued. 

I n  the  case of t h e  short t ime interim Dispensations i t  was custonlary to  
date  back t h e  W a r r a n t  when i t  was subsequeutly completed. to  t h e  date  of t h e  
first authori ty  to  meet .  and  we have many  allusio~is t o  this  i n  t h e  co~ltemporary 
correspondence. 

F o r  instance : - 
" I-Iainpton Court  Palace,  

N a r .  30. 1787. 
Dear Sir  

I have this morning receiv'd a letter f rom Bra in t ree  in  Essex, 
requesting m e  t o  g r a n t  a W a r r a n t  of Constitution to  confirm t h e  
Dispensation which I gave them t o  hold a Lodge a t  a Private  Room 
in t h a t  town-dated Nov. 3, 1786 of which I ia form'd  you and 
receiv'd for  answer t h a t  t h e  number would be  491.-I must  now desire 
you will d o  m e  t h e  favour t o  get t h e  W a r r a n t  made  out with the  
ul ,ove  da te ,  for  t h e  Lodge of Goodwill, t o  be  held a t  a Private  Room, 
Braintree i n  Essex-Bro. William Low. Master.  Bro. Richard Bigs 
Sen". W a r d e n ,  & Bro.  Tho'. Osborne Juu ' .  Warden.--If i t  can be  
engrossed by  W&dnesday I can sign and  send i t  t h e  next clay to  
Colchester fo r  m y  Deputy  and  Secretary t o  witness i t .  

Your  fai thful  & zealous Bro.  
Tho". Dunckerley.' ' 

Similarly : - 

' '  Whitchurch ,  Salop. 
1 J u l y ,  1788. 

. . . t h e  intended Nas te r  with two of t h e  officers of the  New 
Lodge to be formed waited on me,  and  I have granted hiln a 
Dispelisation t o  act &c. til l  their  'CVarrant of Collstitution is made ou t ,  
which t h a t  you m a y  be enablecl to  do, I t r a n s ~ n i t  you t h e  following 
particulars about  it- . . . 

Charles Shirreff. " 

A good example of t h e  terms of a n  inter im Dispensation is preserved by  
t h e  TVorcester Lodge No.  280. 

It is issued by  t h e  Grand  Secretary, not t h e  Provincial Authori t ies :-  

" No. 573 
To Brothers  D .  B. Curwen. Thomas Smi th .  Jos .  Dillon, Richard Hil l ,  
Xoses Leviston, J o h n  Barnsley. Edward  Connop and  J o l m  Whi taker ,  
residing i n  o r  near  t h e  City of Worcester. 

Brethren,  
You a r e  hereby authorised t o  assenible as  a regular  Lodge of 

F r e e  a n d  Accepted IIasoiis a t  t h e  R,ein Deer Im i n  t h e  City of 
Worcester, aforesaid, under  t h e  Title or Deuo~ninat ioi l  of The 
X70rcexter Lodge,  and  t o  make, pass a n d  raise Nasons as occasions 



shall require, and  to do every other  ac t  as  a regular Lodge of 
Freemasons u n t d  a W a r r a n t  of Constitution shall be made  ou t .  

13y t h e  Deputy Grand Nas te r ' s  Comnland 
\Vn1. W h i t e  G.S.  

Freemasons'  H a l l .  2 '  " Oct. l79O. ' 

The  Lodge was not ' Constituted " unti l  the  following May.  b u t  t h e  W a r r a n t  
bears d a t e  9 Oct. 17'90. 

A n  example of a Provincial issue of such Dispensation is t h a t  of t h e  Lodge 
of Loyal ty,  N o t t r a m  i n  L o n g d e ~ ~ d a l e ,  now No. 320. I t  is wrongly cited in  
Armstrong's  ' EI~s tory  of Freenlasoilry in  Cheshire, ' p. 61. as being t h e  oiily 
authori ty  th i s  Lodge possessed for the  first hundred years of i ts  exi,stence. 

A s  a m a t t e r  of fact .  a Warrant-mlusual i n  form-was issued by  the  
Provincial Grand  Master.  da ted  10 Oct. 1799. of which fuller particulars a re  
given la te r  under  Cheshire. 

" Dispensation Granted to Messrs. Thornas Cordwell Thornac 
Rhodes and  Edward IIoss. 

Whereas you have lately  resented a Pet i t ion to  t h e  Righ t  Worshipful 
a n d  I lonourable Sir  Robert  Salusbury Cotton. B a r t .  Provincial Grand 
X a s t e r  of t h e  Ancient  and Honourable Society of F r e e  and  Accepted 
Nasons within t h e  County Pa la t ine  of Chester.  and  City and County 
of Chester,  recl~1esting t h e  f a v o ~ l r  of being Constituted into a Regular 
Lodge, which h e  has consented unto,  and  as  t h e  same cannot be 
irnnlediately performed have requested m e  t o  g ran t  you a Dispensation 
for  t h e  holding of a regular Lodge u n t ~ l  t h e  same can  take  place. 

Therefore (out of the  Great  Trus t  & Confidence reposecl in  you) 
as  well as  i n  conlpliance with your request as  b y  t h e  consent and  
approbat ion of t h e  said Provincial Grand  Master ,  I do (as his Deputy)  
hereby gran t  you this  Dispensation authoris ing yon to hold regular 
Lodges and  make a n d  raise hlasons a t  t h e  House of t h e  Sign of t h e  
Robin Hood a n d  Lit t le  J o h n ,  a t  1 Io t t ram i n  Longdendale. on some 
one d a y  i n  every month  (which you m a y  fix 11pon) from the  da te  
hereof un t i l  such t ime as your Constitution shall be  g ran ted ,  or this  
a ~ ~ t h o r i t y  recalled. you taking special care  t o  obey and  observe all 
Laws.  Orders, Rules ,  & R e g u l a t ~ o ~ l s  of t h e  Grand  Lodge of England,  
a n d  behaving i n  all respects as I~ecomes t r u e  and  fai thful  Brethren. 

I n  testimony whereof I I ~ a v e  subscribed m y  N a m e  and causecl 
t h e  Provincial seal t o  be affixed hereto, th i s  twenty second day  of 
September i n  t h e  year of our  Lord ,  one thousancl seven hundred ancl 
ninety eight.  A L 5798. 

Charles R a n d t o n  D.P.G.11. 
Signed i n  t h e  presence of 

I I e n r y  Bowers. P.G.Sec.  ' 

A l l  t h e  W a r r a n t s  issued by  t h e  l\loderns were engrossed on vellum. or very 
rarely on  s tout  paper ,  and  al though t h e  engraver's a r t  was so conlinon a t  t h a t  
t ime,  a n d  reproduction of documents from engraved plates was con~paratively 
90 inexpensive a n d  largely resorted to for  other  clocun~ents-e.g., C'ertificates and 
S~unmonses  -there a r e  n o  W a r r a n t s  for  which such a p la te  was used. 

T h e  earliest issue by  t h e  I I o d e r ~ ~ s .  I have seen. t h a t  was not wholly 
engrossed b y  hand  is a W a r r a n t  of Confirmation issued t o  S t .  Janles  Lodge, 
i\Iontago Bay .  Jamaica .  on 23 Nov. 1808. 

It is on  paper .  issned by  t h e  E a r l  of hIoira and  signed b y  Pe te r  l'arker 
D . G . N .  a n d  XTm. W h i t e  G.S.  and  is preserved i n  Grand  Lodge. 

I n  this  document t h e  heading and preamble a r e  Prlnted from type as also 
a re  t h e  final words " Given a t  London &c. ' with blanks lef t  for  names and  dates. 

Since t h e  Union .  W a r r a n t s  have all  again been entirely engrossed so t h a t  
this form of BIoderns W a r r a n t  with t h e  pr inted Preamble  a n d  final phrase can 
only have been issued f o r  five or six yeals .  all  have t h e  recital of t h e  assignation 



of some p r e v i o ~ ~ s l y  issued W a r r a n t .  ancl all were issued by Grancl Lodge for  
Provincial or Foreign Lodges. as no new Lodges were. formed in London during 
t h a t  time. 

On page 129 of h i s  Hntit7,y 7 1 0 0 / ; .  t o  t l i r  Lists o f  Lod~jr-s  L a n e  gives a list 
of twenty-two Lodges t h u s  newly-formed between t h e  years 1809 a n d  1812 t o  
which a new number was given:  of these eleven a re  still working:  these may have 
such Warrants.-there can b e  very few others i n  England .  

TWO excellent examples of these part ly  pr inted W a r r a n t s  a re  preserved 
in the G . L .  L i b r a r y :  t h a t  of t h e  Lodge of Union.  Portsea.  dated 8 Mar .  1810, 
t h e  Lodge having been erased i n  1836, and of t h e  Union York Lodge formed in 
t h e  2nd Regt .  of West  York  Militia,  dated 1 May 1811, with erasure in  1839. 

Some indications of t h e  methods employed i n  producing t h e  engrossed 
Warran ts  are  afforded b y  examination of certain spoiled and  ~ul issued Warran ts  
which have been preserved i n  t h e  G . L .  Library.  

There is one which was being completed for t h e  Tyrian Lodge. Derby. and 
dated 1 31ar. 1785. bu t  was spoiled in  engrossing. 

I t ,  will be seen t h a t  t l ~ e  Title letters of officials a re  engrossed a t  their place 
of s ignature:  A.G.BI. a t  t h e  top  l e f t :  D.G.M. bottom r igh t ,  and  G.S. with t h e  
word Witness a t  bottom lef t .  b u t  no autographs affised. 

Similarly, for  t h e  Royal  Clarence. Brighton. 8 A u g .  1'789, there is a n  
unissned Provincial W a r r a n t  which has  been spoiled by  t h e  Provincial Grand 
Naster  Samuel I-Iulse pu t t ing  his name i n  t h e  wrong place.-i.r.. in  the  place 
allotted to  t h e  ' '  Witness " a n d  i n  front  of t h e  initials 13.G.S. 111 this Warran t  
will be noticed t h e  blank space left for  t h e  name of t h e  D.P .G.11 ,  and the fact 
t h a t  t h e  number 543 is already engrossed. 

A s  will be seen when considering the  Provinces in  detail  there is great 
variety in  t h e  character of t h e  clocu~nents issued by  tile different Provincial Grand 
Nasters-some of t h e  l a t t e r  closely followed t h e  Grand Lodge model, and (like 
Ihncker ley)  issued th i s  form uniformly throughout  their  jurisdictions, others 
adopted a t  one t ime t h e  W a r r a n t ,  and  a t  another  t h e  Deputat ion form (as i n  
Norfolk), others adopted forms of their  01~11 (as Allen of Lancashire. Bell of 
Cornwall. and Cotton of Cheshire) while i n  Yorkshire is shown t h e  extraordinary 
developnlent of t h e  Dispensation form. and  many other  indications of local history 
a n d  influences 

The W a r r a n t  was engrossed sometimes i n  London,  a n d  sonletimes a t  t h e  
local centre. and  there  a r e  usually qu i te  definite characteristics i n  either case. 

Dunckerley, for  instance. h a d  all  his documents engrossed i n  London. and 
blanks were left for sundry  details and signatures t o  be  filled i n  t h e  body of t h e  
document as well as for t h e  autographs of himself, his deputy  and  his witnesses. 
W h e n  i-sued a t  a local centre t h e  e ~ ~ g r o s s i n g  was frequent ly done b y  the  P .G.S .  
himself. b u t  i t  does not  follow t h a t  because t h e  s tatement .  " Given at, Salisbury." 
or . .  Norwich." or ' '  Xanchester  ' ' is made t h a t  t h e  engrossing was actually done 
there-s~~ch was often wri t ten i n  London. 

The usual procedure with reference t o  the  charges for  new ' '  Constitntions " 
is laid down very definitely i n  a le t ter  written by J a s .  Heseltine. G.Sec: t o  
Charles Townsend, P .G.S .  Chester.  dated " Doctors " Conlmons 16 Nov. 1769 :- 

" Sir  arid Bro.  

A s  to  t h e  demand for  t h e  Constitut'ion i t  h a s  been usual for 
some years a n d  became a L a w  of t h e  G.L .  f rom 28 Oct. 1768, ' tha t  
every Lodge Constituted shall pay  one Guiuea for  being registered and  
half a guinea for  drawing t h e  Constitution on parchment , '  which with 
two guineas always paid for  t h e  F u n d  of Chari ty  makes t h e  sum of 
33 guineas. I f ,  therefore. a Lodge be  Constituted within a n y  
particular Province t h e  Prov'.  G.  Sec. is allowed t h e  half guinea f o r  
ingrossing t h e  W a r r a n t  and  t h e  other 3 guineas a r e  remitted for  t h e  
Chari ty  a n d  Registering." 



Thc  allocation cf the  money does not always Feem to h a r e  been clearly 
understood as t h e  folloviil~g letter from I h r h a m  show-(the le t ter  also indieatin? 
that  eve11 a t  t h a t  d a t e  there were Lodges. with a 11revious i n d e l ~ e ~ ~ c l e n t  esistence. 
now applying for enro lme~i t  and  recognition ra ther  t h a n  a foundation) :- 

" Nov. 14 1769. Stockton. 
I lear  Sir .  

Your  obliging letter acquainting me with your  kindly having 
represented us a t  t h e  Grand Lodge I laid before m y  Bre thren ,  the  
last Lodge night  who truly sensible of t h e  Favour you had  done them 
desired me to make their Thanks to  you,  and  if not too great  a Trouble 
wou'd th ink  themselves obliged in your representing them a t  all Times 
when they have business to  t r a m a c t  a t  t h e  Grand .  The  Two Guineas 
for Copying our  Coustitution ou parchment,.  we th ink  exceedingly high.  
as 'tis n o  more t h a n  renewing our  Righ t .  a n d  why as much should 
be paid for  t h e  H a n d s  of t h e  Grand  Officers we cannot  apprehend. 
however should, they insist on t h a t  sum. I am order 'd  to  request t h e  
Favour  of your get t ing i t  done with all  convenient dispatch. & to  
desire your making t h e  best terms you can with t h e  Secretary. 

I am Dr. Sir ,  Your  nluch oblig'cl 
Jos. Burden. 

Ilirect for Thoq. R u d d  a t  Hayes  Wharf . "  

F r o m  Norfolk a t  about  t h e  same period similar enquiries were made. and  
the  following correspondence is preserved in Grand  Lodge:- 

" M r .  Heseltine. 
Sir  a n d  Bro.  . . . 

I find since my re turn  Ero.  W o r t h  of Diss has been !vt!' yU.  
The  Brethren there have now given up t h e  expectation of setling under  
t h e  old Becles Constitution, & a t  their  order I have now drawn up a 
New Constitution for then1 under  t h e  direction of our  P.G.M. b u t  
must  beg of you,  Sir ,  to  send me a seal f rom u l ~ d e r  t h e  Grand S tamp 
t o  affix t o  t h e  vellum wt!' some small r ibband or silk Fer re t  such as 
you use on like occasions, as  I have never yet  been able to  prevail 
with t h e  Brethren t o  provide me with a broad seal of Nasonry. 

Please also le t  me know what  nloney I a m  t o  send yU u p  011 

account of t h e  Constitution as I find t h e  Bre thren  a t  Diss expects i t  
t o  be less t h a n  what  I noted W'' wt3 you, and  also say wt is t h e  charge 
of t h e  seal & materials t o  do it  on wtl' all wc!'shall be  duly transmitted 
to  you. 

You ' l l  send this small parcel by  Nasmith 's  Coach directed to  me 
Schoolmaster in S t .  Clements. 

I am.  Dear  Sir  & 13ro. 
Y r  t r u e  & fai thful  Bro.  

Tholnas Davey. 
Norwich J u l y  8. 1770." 

The  reply of t h e  G.S.  copied i n  the  Le t te r  book i n  G.L .  shows t h a t  a seal 
was sent  t o  a t t ach  t o  t h e  vellum " tho-ugh i t  is  t h e  first application of t h e  kind 
I have yet  had."  

£3. 3s. was charged for constituting and  enrolling t h e  Lodge and Bro. 
Davey was directed t h a t  half a guinea was t h e  charge for writing i t  and for  t h e  
materials.  

The  document is i n  possession of t h e  Provincial Grand  Lodge a t  Norwich 
with its original seal and r ibband,  and beneath i t  is wri t ten a certificate t h a t  the  
Lodge had  been constituted and t h e  first Master appointed. 

I t  is unusual  t o  find t h e  seal of a ;\roderns Lodge attached i n  this  may to a 
r ibband ,  though common with t h e  Antients.  T h e  docunlent was locally wri t ten,  
probably by  Thonlas Davey himself. 



I Y a ~ r a n t  Lodge of A m i t y .  Rochdale, l 791  with la ter  decoration. 
( F ~ o l u  a  photog~ 'apI~  by \V. Bra. Eustdcc. 1 3 .  13ecsley.) 









Froln ITorcestershire too, there is a n  interesting le t ter  preserved i n  t h e  
G.L.  Library,  which shows t h e  anxiety of Brethren as t o  t h e  espellses they would 
have to face i n  founding a Lodge and applying for a W a r r a n t .  

Le t te r  from J o h n  Brown.  Eveshani, dated 11 Dec. 1771 t o  l l r .  Heseltine. 
Doctors Con~mons,  London (Post Pa id)  :- 

' '  You will no doubt  be ra ther  surpriz'd a t  your reception of a letter from 
one not  Personally know11 b u t  hope ye subject will i n  some measure 
at tone for  ye freedom taken.  The purport  of which is we find you 
a re  a t  present G.S.  of ye G.L .  of England  under  ye Modern Constitu- 
tion and  as we have in this  Town about  5 l lasons.  all of which have 
been rais 'd t o  ye  Degree of M.11.. one or two of which are  P . N .  & 
R.A. we have lately h a d  a meeting t o  Consult about Holding a Lodge 
i n  this Town (as we a re  all well wishers of ye Craft)  b u t  as we a re  
so few i n  No.  a r e  fearfull of Expenses of a W a r r a n t  with ye F u r n i t u r e  
of ye Lodge will be  t o  high for our  Number.-We should therefore 
take i t  as  a par t icular  favour if you would be so kind as to  inform us. 
what ye Expense of a W a r r a n t  f rom ye G.L.  will be  & whether (as 
we have n o  Lodge near  us) our  P.11. cannot legally I n ~ t a l  a Xas te r  
i n  ye Chair .  & whether our giving a Part icular  Act. of what Lodge he 
was 11. of & when ye other  B ' .  were legally made  & rais 'd will be 
sufficient t o  Procure ye W a r r a n t ,  or what  Proof and  recommendation 
will be required for  t h a t  purpose. 

I am with great  respect in  ye Name of Al l  B . 
J o h n  Brown. 

S ' .  your  most obedt. H b l e  Sert .  and  B'.  

Eveshani. Worcestershire 
11 Decemb. 1771.'' 

The I\Iinutes of Grand Lodge of Oct. 28 1768 t o  which t h e  Grand Secretary 
referred in  his le t ter  t o  Bro.  Chas. Townsend of Chester relate the  occasion of 
founding the  fund  for t h e  building of t h e  new Hall.-a step which v a s  t o  have 
very far-reaching consequences upon t h e  fortunes of t h e  Moderns. This matter  of 
charges for Pa ten ts  and  Constitutions is there so clearly detailed t h a t  it  x-ill be 
well t o  quote tha t  par t  of t h e  proceedings-as related ill t h e  1784 B. of C. :- 

Grand Lodge, a t  t h e  Crown & Anchor t avern ,  i n  t h e  S t rand .  
Friday.  Oct. 28. 1768. Present ,  t h e  H o n .  Charles Dillon, as grand 
Xas te r  : Richard H o l t .  Esq. as  deputy grand  Master : H e n r y  Jaffray 
Esq.  as senior g rand  Warden  : J o h n  Fr iday .  master  of the  s tevards '  
lodge as  junior g rand  warden:  Rowland Berkeley. Esq. graud 
t r e a ~ u r e r  : Thonlas French ,  grand secretary : Thoinas Dyne graild 
sword beare r :  t h e  master ,  wardens, and  azsistants of t h e  stewards' 
lodge, with t h e  master  & wardens of seventy nine regular  lodges. 

The  deputy  grand  master informed t h e  grand  lodge, tha t  t h e  
grand master had  been pleased t o  appoint  Brother  Thoinas French 
grand Secretary. in  t h e  room of Erc ther  Samuel Spencer decea-ed. 

The  grand master  i n  t h e  chair then informed t h e  brethren,  t h a t  
a t  a Committee of chari ty  held a t  t h e  H o r n  Tavern.  Fleet  Street,  on 
the  21qt inst . .  h e  had  preiented a plan for  raising a fund  t o  build a 
hall.  and  purchase jewels. fu rn i tu re  &c, for  t h e  grand Lodge. 
independent of t h e  general fund  of char i ty :  t h a t  he  apprehended the  
accomplishment of such a design would give a sanction t o  our 
as.emblies: t h a t  the  plan bad been carefully perused b y  t h e  brethren 
present a t  t h e  Coininittee : and several amendments  having been made 
thereto, they were referred to  this g rand  lodge for  confirn~at ion.  

The  sever a1 heads of this  plan being proposed t o  t h e  brethren.  
they resolved, t h a t  t h e  said resolutions do meet with t h e  approbation 
of this grand lodge: and  t h a t  they be strictly enforced b y  all regular 
lodges a n d  masons under  t h e  Constitution of England ,  under  t h e  tit le 



of ' Regulations for raisiug a funcl to build a hall, aud purchase jewels, 
furniture &c. for the grand lodge, independeut of the general fuud of 
charity ' ; tha t  they be forthwith printed and transmittecl to 211 the 
lodges 011 record: that  the above regulations do conlnlence on the 
2gth October, and tha t  all the money collectecl in consequence of the 
above regulations. be paid to the graud Secretary on or before each 
Grand Lodge. ' '  

The first five of these regulations, as appearing in the Xinutes of Graud 
Lodge are as follom~s :- 

' c Resolved 

1.  That Every Graud Officer shall contribute anuually in proportion 
to the dignity of his Office uot less than  the following suulr: 

2 .  S. d 
Grand Naster . . .  20 0 0 
Deputy Grand Naster . . .  5 5 0 
Senior Grand Warden ... 3 3 0 
Junior Grand Warden . . .  2 2 0 
Graud Treasurer . . .  3 3 0 
Grand Secretary . . .  3 3 0 
Graud Sword Bearer ... 1 1 0 

2. That  every Provincial Graud Master shall pay Oue g ~ ~ i n e a  for 
registering his name and half a Guinea for drawing out his 
Deputation on Parchment. 

3. That  every Provincial Grand Master who chuses to have his Pateut, 
curiously drawn with the usual Enlbellishnlents on Vellum shall 
pay Five Guineas. 

4. That  every Lodge constituted shall pay oue Guinea for being 
registered, and half a guiuea for drawing their Constitution 011 

Parchment. 

5 .  That every Lodge which chuses to have their Constitutioa drawn 
with the usual Embellishments on Vellum chall pay Five Guineas." 

I n  trauscribing these regulations in the 1784 Book of Constitntions (p.  386) all 
asterisk is put at Article 11. with the footnote:- 

" The fees for deputations, constitutions. aud clispensations, are 
perquisites of the Grand Secrehry,  till a Salary is aauexed to the 
office. " 

The late Samuel Spencer, whoze death and successor are annouucecl at that 
same G.L. Xeeting, had been appoiuted and re-appointed annually as Grand 
Secretary from the year 1757: and an iuspection of the Graud Lodge Miuutes 
for this period shows a remarkable chauge in the style of their writing. A certain 
Bro. Michael Devon was from about 1758 employed as assistant or deputy in the 
Grand Secretary's office, and was evidently entrusted v-it,h this d u t y ;  from a 
general neatness and formality in handwriting he advanced to a simple rubrication 
of the page. aud then to more and more elaborate einbellishnlent and fantactic 
permanship introducing coloured drawings of Xasonic enlbleuls a t  successive stages 
in the development of his decorative style. 

I t  was to this Michael Devon tha t  the work was eutrusted of satisfying 
those who were prepared to pay Five Guiueas for having their Coustitution 
' '  drawn with the  uwa l  Enlbellishments 011 Vellum." That  this tariff had been 
in operation some years previously to the Hall  Fund regulations is s h o ~ ~ n  by the  
Warrants of the Lodge which met a t  the Three Kings. Deal.-issued in 1762.- 
and the Lodge a t  the Union Punch Bowl, Bristol. 1766, of R-hich reproductions 
are here given, aud his work for the old Lodge a t  the Bull 's Head.  Halifax (whose 
1738 Deputation was re-issued by Samuel Spencer) will be seeu to have a far- 
reaching influence on the character of Yorkshire Warrants.  How nlauy Lodges. 



in Lolldoll aud  elsewhere. poesess these interesting illuininated docuinents. I can- 
not say :  nor. when his work ceased about 1770. does it  appear  tha t  others took 
it  u p :  a n d ,  so f a r  a.. I have found,  t h e  elaborately embellished and decoratecl 
Warran t  a f t e r ~ i a r d s  became a local product.  

A petitioa t o  Grand  Lodge written hy Devon i n  this ~ a m e  llighly-clecorated 
style is preserved ill t h e  G.L .  L ibra ry .  

The illustration given of a page of t h e  Grand  Lodge l l i n u t e  Book f o r m  
a n  interesting comparison with t h e  einbellish~lients on t h e  Bristol TVarrant of 
1766 and the  re-issued Deputat ion of 61 Halifax.  

Of a la ter  clate t h e  follo~i.ing letters f rom York a re  so informing on thie 
subject t h a t  they a r e  worth quot ing a t  length. 

I t  should be noted t h a t  the  writer,  Chri- topher  Wilson. was initiated in  
the  Apollo Lodge on M a r .  3. 1783. ancl became Secretary of t h e  Lodge on Sep. 19 
of tha t  :ame year .  a n d  t h a t  as t h e  Apollo was ~ r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  Provincial Grand 
Lodge he was also t h e  Proviilcial Grancl Secretary. The  manageinent of t h e  
Province had  for some t ime  been i11 t h e  hands  of Richard Gar land ,  the Deputy 
P .G.M.  : and though ,  as we see from K i l s o i ~ ' s  own let ter ,  he  had hiinself 
engrossed two Warran ts ,  when t h e  t ime came for  t h e  affairs of t h e  Province t o  be 
put i n  order, he  found he  hacl much t o  learn. I I e  is described a-. a Wri t ing  
AIaster ' and  t h e  m a n y  documents written by  hiin a re  beautiful esamples of 
engrossing : - 

" York.  29 Sep. 1788. 
D e a r S i r .  . . . 

I n  vour former le t ter  vou mention 'd t h e  Fees of Constitution 
being 2 guineas t o  each F u n d  and 1 guinea for  registering and half a 
guinea for  W r i t i n g  t h e  TT*arrant.-which last inentioned sum I don' t  
properly uaderstand what  you mean-whether it  be  allow'd for \ \ r i t ing  
t h e  W a r r a n t  or dispei~sat ion for opening a Lodge before the  C'onstitu- 
tion be executed, or i t  is for m i t i n g  t h e  Coilstitntion itself. 

I f  i t  is for t h e  la t ter  shall request t h e  favour of you to get t h e  
three now wanted executed in  oild don as we can ' t  g e t  'em done on 
a n y  such Terms i n  t h e  C'o~untry. 

T h e  rest of t h e  Business is a t tended with a great  deal of Trouble 
which I do of m y  own free will and  accord and  with a desire as  f a r  as 
in  m y  power t o  promote the  Interest of the  Society. B u t  if I a m  to 
be paid for  what  I do. should then  espect to  have sonlethiilg nearly 
adequate t o  t h e  work. 

I f  you will therefore be ~o obliging as  t o  le t  me  know what 
you usually pay  for n ~ i t i n g  Constitutions elegantly upon Vellum with 
embell ishn~ents ,  can then be bet ter  able t o  judge upon the  mat te r .  
W a s  i t  upon a n y  other  occasion b u t  l Iasonry  should certainly decline 
t h e  job-as m y  t ime  is very nluch engag d other  ways, and  t h e  
application which I should wish t o  bestow upon 'em is rather  
prejudicial t o  m y  health.-at least I thought  so i n  those I have done. 

Request t h e  favour of your answer b y  re tu rn  of Brother 
Houseman & believe me t o  remain 

D ' .  S i r ,  your most obliged & affectionate Brother 
Chris. Wilson P.G.S.  ' 

The letter was addressed " W". W h i t e  Esq.  G.S.  Sion Garden.  London." and 
is endorsed " Ans" 28 Oct." though no copy of reply is t o  be  found i n  t h e  G.L. 
letter book. 

A fur ther  le t ter  reads:- 
" York  16 Nov. 1788. 

Dr. Sir  
T h e  enclos'd Bill  value 5 guineas I this  nlorning receiv'd from 

t h e  Globe Lodge. Scarboro' being t h e  fees for  Constitution which you'll  
please t o  account f o r  a t  t h e  approaching Communication. 



A m  II~LICI~ oblig.'d to  you for your favor of t h e  2gt' u1t.-which 
came duly to  hand-and was glad t o  find yon h a d  receiv'd both t h e  
remi t tancessafe .  . . . 

A m  nluch oblig'd to  you for your offer t o  get t h e  Constitution 
wrote, b u t  as t h e  nlanner you speak of being done plain upon parch- 
ment  TV" not be satisfactory and they a r e  agreeable t o  allow a 
reasonable consideration for having 'em neat ly executed, th ink  I must 
undertake to  do 'em. 

W h a t  I have to request of you therefore relative t o  t h e  Seals 
is. t h a t  you would send me a few of t h e  Wafer  Seals of t h e  Grd 
Lodge such as  you p u t  t o  patents.  constitutions &c. ready took off- 
as  they  a r e  usually p u t  to  the  P'. Gd.  Master 's Signature i n  Constitu- 
tions. 

H o p e  I shall hear  from you as soon as convt. af ter  t h e  26t' inst. .  
and  am.  with fraternal  regard 

D". Sir  
Your  much oblig'd servt. & B r .  

Chris. Wilson. P .G.S .  
To  W". W h i t e  Esq. G.S .  ' 

A t  t h e  Hercules. Great Queen S t . ,  Lincoln's I n n  Fields, London. 
endorsed Ansd.  20 Dec." 

It will have been recognised t h a t  by  this t ime t h e  cost of t h e  Constitution 
had been increased from three  to  five guineas a p a r t  f rom t h e  cost of engrossing. 

-4s w l l  presently appear ,  there was a t radi t ion of decorated a n d  embellished 
Warran ts  i n  Yorkshire which were evidently much preferred t o  t b e  plain G.L.  
i s s u e  others had  different t a s t e :  tee. fc r  example. t h e  following letter fronl 
Dnnckerley t o  t h e  G.  Sec. :- 

" H a m p t o n  Court  Palace. 
Feb .  1. 1785. 

Dear  Brother  
I must  beg you will get a V a r r a n t  engross d for  t h e  Royal 

Gloucester Lodge, to  be held at' t h e  Bell I n n  i n  t h e  City of 
Gloucester.-Bro. J o h n  Phi l lpot t ' s  Master-Tho'. TT'oore Sen. Warden 
ancl Charles Elmes J u n ' .  Warden-To be  da ted  H a m p t o n  Court 
Palace.  J a n .  101' 1'785 ( the d a t e  of t h e  Dispensation which I have 
gran ted  them for  holding the  said Lodge). I hope i t  will be well 
wrote & a proper margill left for f rame & glass. You will let nle 
have i t  as  soon as convenient, to  be sign d & forwarcled t o  m y  Deputy 
and  Secretary a t  Bristol. I t  should not be folded b u t  rolled on a 
small roller. 

Your  affect. Brother & fai thful  servant 
Tho'. Dunckerley. 

W"'. W h i t s  E s q . '  : 

ancl with reference t o  a W a r r a n t  for a Lodge a t  H a r b o u r  Grace. Newfoundla~id,  
he states :- 

I beg you will get i t  esecuted (in th. same t c u t t  manner  as t h a t  for 
Gloucester) as  -0011 as possible." (See Dorset.) 

The much decorated W a r r a n t s  of whirh we shall see lnany examples, were 
almost all  local products a n d  i n  many  instances t h e  decorations a n d  embellish- 
ments were added subseqnently to  t h e  con~pletion of t h e  engros-ing, pas-ibly in 
:ome cases a t  a much later  date .  

A good example of this la ter  t reatment  of a plainly engrossed W a r r a n t  
issued from Grand  Lodge is seen a t  t h e  Alfred Lodge, Oxford. This  TTTarralit 
was the  first issued b y  t h e  Uni ted  Grand Lodge (dated 16 Feb.  1814) and i t  is 
now very elaborately decorated and  illunlinated i n  gold a u d  colour. A careful 
examination ~ h o w s  t h a t  this  has  all been super imposd  on t h e  old \Tarrant,  and 



t h e  evidence tha t  this  is a la ter  local addition is strengtlielled by  the  fact tha t  a 
similarly decorated Royal Arch Charter  hangs beside it  i n  the  Lodge room. 

Tha t  a tariff charge for  a decorated W a r r a n t  was made  i n  Yorkshire when 
later i t  became customary for these decorated W a r r a n t s  t o  be produced for  the  
majority of t h e  new Lodges is clear from t h e  la t t e r  portion of t h e  letter f rom 
Bro. J o h n  Watson ,  t h e  P . G . T ,  t o  Bro.  G. Newbold, nit11 reference to the new 
Lodge a t  Whi tby .  Following the  portion already given i t  continues:- 

... " The  Dispensation will be  ... ... 16 6 
Constitution Fees t o  Grand  Lodge will be ... 5 5 0 
W r i t i n g  t h e  Con:titution (if t h e  old one cannot be 

made  serve) Provincial Fees &c. about ... 5 10 G 

11 11 0 
Postage ... ... 1 0  

-- 
11 12 0 

The first, seconcl and four th  charges neecl only be remitted a t  the  t ime 
of forwarding t h e  Ilispe~lsation. I recvd. a Le t te r  f rom E r .  K h i t e  
on t h e  subject ancl will write to  him respecting t h e  Old Warran t  bu t  
t h e  Grand  Lodge Fees must a t  all  events be paid-in haste 

T o u r  obt. Serv. & Bror.  
J o h n  Watson P . G . T .  

F r i d a y  Evening. " 

One of t h e  practical difficulties in  colmection with t h e  issue of Provincial 
Warran ts  was t h e  allocation of t h e  N u m b e r .  usually it  could be given a t  once, 
b u t  delays sometimes occurred and  there are  many  existing documents ~vi thout  a 
Lodge number. 

I11 this co~i~ iec t ion  i t  may  perhaps be mentioned t h a t  there was no n~umber- 
ing of Warran ts  i n  t h e  Provinces as  distinct f rom t h e  numbering in the  Grand 
Lodge Register. 

Shirreff, i t  is t r u e  s ta i t ed  a Provincial nuinberiilg with hls No. 1 a t  
Shrewsbury and No.  2 Whi tchurch .  b u t  t h a t  is as f a r  as lle got .  and  similarly 
Dobrie gives No. 1 a n d  No.  2 Jersey. Bro.  L a w r e m e  i n  his ' Sidelights on 
Freemasonry ' (p .  108) s ta tes :  There a re  cases i n  which a Lodge worked for 
years under a Provincial W a r r a n t  and  under  a Provincial number,  and n-hen 
eventually i t  found i ts  way  on to t h e  register of t h e  Grand  Lodge of England.  
i ts  Provincial number accompanied i t ."  This is qui te  a misleading statement 
a i d  can have no reference t o  t h e  English Provincial Lodges i n  t h e  eighteenth 
century. Very occasioilally a wrong number is given on t h e  W a r r a n t  (559 for 
example. instead of 575 for  t h e  first numbering of T h e  Lodge of Fidelity No. 281 
Lancaster),  b u t  th i s  was due t o  delay i n  payments for  Collstitution. 

Another  lllisu~lderstallclilig is t h a t  there was a numbering of TT7co.rciiit* as 
distinct from t h e  nunlbering of Loclyes (a  correspondent t h u s  explained the  
numbers borne on t h e  document he  was describing). T h e  Grand  Lodge Register 
of Lodges-both of Aut ien t s  and  i\Ioder~rs-is t h e  sole reference of the  nuinber 
upon t h e  T a r r a n t .  which has  n o  numeration of i t s  oiirn. 

The d~sadvautages  following delay i n  get t ing a nunlber allotted are well 
illustrated i n  t h e  case of t h e  Loyal and  Prudent  Lodge of Leeds.-idlich received 
its W a r r a n t  dated 19 Mar .  1790. b u t  t o  which no number  was allotted for tn-o 
years -a positiou which gave rise t o  vigorous protest on t h e  par t  of the  Brethren 
of t h e  Lodge :- 

Dear Sir .  
I a m  desired by  t h e  Loyal and P r u d e n t  Lodge Constituted by 

the Provincial Grancl Lodge in the  County of York  to address you as 
a Brother  who has for m a n y  years testified your good wishes for t h e  
welfare of t h e  Craft .  



I also apply to you as Grand Treasurer not doubting that  you 
will pay attention to our request. 

W e  ha re  worked m d e r  a Warrant  of Constitution granted by 
the Provincial Grand Lodge near 2 years & under a regular Constitu- 
tion given us about 6 months. vie have remitted our fees regularly & 
have acted as far  as in our power as become good masons. 

The Lodge has repeatedly applied to  the Provincial Grand 
Lodge requesting them to put us in po~session of our number but  we 
have not obtained i t ,  this inattention we were displeased a t ,  but are 
much more surpris'd tha t  conduct should appear in a much superior 
Lodge. 

You will agree with me tha t  in every line of Business regularity 
and punctuality ought to be attended to, we wrote to 11s. White, 
Grand Secretary oil the lgt" ult.  Inclosing him a list of a11 AIasons 
made and Xembers admitted into our Lodge, also a Draft  value 
&8. 9. 6 for Fees due to the Grand Lodge, a t  the same time informing 
lliin of the great neglect of the Provincial Grand Lodge in  not giving 
11s our number. & begging him to acknowledge the  receipt of our letter 
and procure us the number, also to have our Lodge enter'd into the 
Masonic Almanack, urging the necessity of it as many of our Members 
halye been refn'd adnlittance into other Lodges for the want of i t .  
SIr. T l l i t e  has not answered our letter, nor ackaowledg'd the receipt 
of our Draft  & to our great mortification the Calendar is again 
publish'd and our Lodge does not appear therein. 

I cannot help informing you tha t  the Lodge ' Loyal and 
Prudent  ' is compos'd of a set of Gentlelnen and l lerchants who think 
themselves much neglected particularly so as a Lodge in Lancashire 
which was formed tvelve lnonths after ours is now registred in the 
Calendar. 

To give you an idea of the respectability of our Lodge. we do 
not make a l lember under Six euineas which with the Fees &c. 
aino~ult  to near Seven. It is our intention to conduct our Lodge 
npon true 3Iasoaic principles & shall study a t  all times to conform to 
the Rules and regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

If we have acted improperly in addressing our Letter to l l r .  
White we will thank you to inform us who we are to write to in 
future & apologize to Mr.  White for our not knowing better. 

I am also desir'd by the Lodge to s l y  tha t  they are unanimously 
resolved tha t  no more Fees .hall be remitted either to the Grand 
Lodges or the P .G.L.  till we are regularly registered in the Calendar. 
We beg, Sir ,  to refer ourselves to your goocllless hoping that  you will 
trace out where the neglect has been & procure us such relief as we 
have a right. as Nasons. to expect. 

I am,  by order of the Loyal & Prudent Lodge 
Dear Sir 

Yonr faithful Erother 
& very Hble Servant 

Jam'. Richardson Secr. 
Xt tY.  a t  Law. Leeds. T Dec. 1791." 

lTsually the Number was given at the time of issue, ailcl. as we have seen 
in the spoilt Susses Warrant ,  was engros~ed with i t .  but if not ,  it  was usually 
edded a t  the top left hand corner under the P . G . l l . ' s  signature and the G.L. 
Seal, and lnany Warrants show a succession of numbers giving the changes a t  
the clifferent ennmerations. 

I11 some provinces, also. the number was often stated in the body of the 
Document, and here the zealous brethren of later years have shown some lack of 



hi:torical sense in  altering t h e  number  so cited, af ter  scraping t h e  surface of the  
vellum to erase the  old figure. 

I n  the  W a r r a n t  of C o u f r ~ n a t i o i ~  give11 by J o h n  Allen to  the  Lodge of 
Fort i tude in  1772, confirming this Constitution of 1739 he referred to their 
number a t  the  exi'sting 1770 emlmeratioll as No. 8 3 ;  b u t  some later  enthusiast 
thought  he was doing his Lodge a service by sc rap i l~g  t h e  8 and  altering it  to  a 6 .  
~vhich was t h e  Lodge nunlber ill t h e  enumeration of 1792.-fortunately la ter  
Brethren have been content to  leave i t  a t  t h a t .  a n d  have not tried to get it to  
look like 87 and 77 and 64 successively. 

Where t h e  I l e p u t a t i o l ~  form of Constitutiou was used for Provincial issues 
t h e  usual certificate is added.  and strangely enough in t h e  lkvonsh i re  issues the  
custom of addiug a Certificate (logical in  the Deputa t io~i  fosm) has  been carried 
on when the  issue is i n  W a r r a n t  form. 

The exuberance of newly constituted Brethren may even affect so formal 
a matter  as the  wording of their  certificate: as is show11 by  t h e  document 
transniitted to  Grand Lodge. af ter  the  successful la1111chilig of t h e  New Lodge 
a t  Hlandforcl. Ilorset : - 

" Bla,ndford. X a y  11. 1771. 
TV. Brother  

P u r s u a n t  to  a I~)ispe~lsation from and under  t h e  Seal of the  
Most Noble Prince,  H e ~ i r y  Somerset Thlre of Beauford &C.. Grand 
Master of all Regular  Lodges of F r e e  and Accepted Masolis to  131.0. 
Ambrose Courtney R.W.11 .  of t h e  Sarum Lodge & his proper officers 
requiring them to at tend and Constitute a Lodge at  t h e  Greyhound in 
the  To\vn of Blandford.  Dorset 

I n  consequence of which on the  St" of ;\lay 1771 a t  half past 
ten in  t h e  morning Rro.  J a s .  Forster .  Knigh t  Esq.  was duly installed 
R.W.I\l. and  chose for his officers Rro.  Richd.  Oltely S.\V. Bro. Ead('. 
P e r r y  J . W .  Rro. J n o .  Page Treasurer & Bro.  W'". l'earce Secretary 
the Lodge being closed t h e  Breth.  proceeded t o  Chusch in regular 
order. af ter  which they dined together and spent t,he day in mi r th  
and amity,  m a n y  I iea l ths  for t h e  V7elfare of the  Craf t  and the Well- 
wishers thereof were drunk .  & the  whelp coi~ducted with t h a t  decency 
always neceqsary a n d  which a t  all times is the  fouildation of pesfect 
lulion & Harmony.  

The R.W.AI .  of t h e  Lodge a t  Blandford together with t h e  
Wardens a n d  other  t h e  Officers & Brethren beg their  sespects to t h e  
Grand Master & assures him t h a t  i t  shall be  their  constant endeavoi~r  
in every respect to  keep up  t h e  dignity & dne  decorum ~vhich ought  
always to  -ubsist in  a Lodge of Free  and Accepted i\lasoiis. 

I a m ,  W o r .  Bro.  
with due  resl~ect 

Yours  affectionately 
TV"'. Pearse. 

Pre -eu t  a t  t h e  Inst~allatioil  
S a r u m  Lodge 18 nalnes 
Poole Lodge 8 iialnes &c. &c. 

We get many  remi~iders  in  the corresponde~ice concerning the  issuing of 
\Tarrants and grau t ing  of Constitutions which is preserved from many P r o r i u c ~ s  
in Grand Lodge, of t h e  cl~rnhemome methods of payment prevailing even so laiz 
as the  end of the  eighteenth c e ~ ~ t u r y .  

Thi: to  the Grand Secretary :- 

" Sir .  
. . . I t  is. S i r ,  requesting to Irnow bow you would chuse to  

have t h e  money remitted for a W a r r a n t  of C o n s t i t ~ ~ t i o n .  ~vhich  you 
say is £5. 15. 6 .  W e  have thought prudent  t o  premise this judging 



you niay have a particular channel of remittance (besides t h a t  of your 
De11~1t.y Prov i i l c~a l  whose kind offices we would. if con-istent. r a ther  
dispense with a t  this  period) else. Sir .  we can ourselves pay t h e  
~11111 here,  to  your order. on any  respectable IIouse in  London. I:ut 
p a r t i c ~ ~ l a r l y  in  t'he mercer. bookselling or grocer l<ne. 

I a m .  Sir ,  with due deference 
for  niy Brethren and  self 

Your  moct obedient h u ~ n b l e  Servant 
Thomas Eryclen. 

P.S.-You will please s:ncl t o  me.  Pr in te r .  t o  be left a t  1 I r .  S n a n ' s  
t h e  Globe Tavern.  K i n g  S t . .  Whitehaven.  

24 Feb.  1786." 

Even  J o h n  Allen,  writing to  the  Grand Secretary from another  part of 
London,  wants  information on t h e  point :- 

" C l e m e n t ~ '  11111. 29 Nov. 1786. 
Dear  S i r  

I wish you W? inform we mher. I can  yet pay in some money 
f o r  a Country Lodge. I f  so, you shall immediately have t h e  
particulars. 

Please also t o  inform me the  No. I may give to  a New Lodge 
I a m  going t o  Constitute a t  Wigan in Lancashire. A t  same Time 
pray  furnish m e  with a flying Seal or Impression of t h e  Grand Lodge 
Seal t o  affis t o  t h e  W a r r a n t .  

1 am y". I)". Sr. 
111'. sincerely 

N r .  W h i t e  J n o .  Allen. 
Sion College. " 

Although not strictly relevant to a s tudy of t h e  W a r r a n t  it  is of interest 
to note t h e  custom which obtained in some Provinces of requiring the  New Lodge 
to at tend a t  t h e  place a t  which t h e  Provincial Grand Lodge was held. and for 
the  Brethren seeking Constitution a t  their  hands t o  pay ,  not only their  o\vn 
expenses. b u t  to  enter tain and sometinles ' .  cloathe " t h e  Provincial Officers. 

T h e  first en t ry  i n  the  earliest 3I inute  Book of No. 89 Duckiafield reads :- 

' '  Expenses in  going t o  & coming from Liverpool t o  t h e  Provincial in 
order  t o  have t h e  Lodge Constituted £7 .  7. 3." 

I n  most Provinces some Lodge assumed. or was given by t h e  Provincial 
Grancl Master ,  a position of superiority over t h e  other  Lodges: f rom i ts  ranks 
nearly. if not  all tlie Provincial Officers were chosen, and  often the  Officers 
of the  Lodge became a t  once t,he officers of t h e  Province:  i n  some c?.ses also tlir- 
I\Iinute Book of t h e  1,odge \vas used for t h e  Provincial records. 

T h e  Apollo a t  York : Royal Cunlberland a t  B a t h  : P h e n i s  in  Sonthamp- 
t o n :  Tyr ian  a t  D e r b y :  t h e  Lodge meeting a t  t h e  Feathers  a t  Chester :  ancl the  
South S a s o n  i n  Surses  a re  notable instances. and lnany others could he mentioned. 

T h e  advancement of one Loclge to  a premier position reached i ts  acme ill 
t h e  Province of Sussex early i n  t l ~ e  new century (1801) when a Special W a r r a n t  
was issued by  Samuel Hnlse appointing the  South Sason  Lodge a t  Lewes, to  be 
the  Provincial Lodge. and  giving them large authori ty  in  t h e  Province. 

This interesting document illustrates t h e  lack of control of Grand Loclge 
over Provincial developments, even where a t  variance with recognised customs. 
especially i n  t h e  delegat,ion of authori ty  to  a Lodge as  ?uch. and  not retaining 
the  authori ty  in  tlie person of t h e  Provincial Grand Master :- 

' '  To All  and  ~ ; e r ~  to w11om these Presents shall conlc and may concern. 
I<norn Y e  t h a t  I .  Samuel Huls? .  Esq.  L ieu ten ln t  General of 
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l I i s  Xajes ty ' s  Forces. Treasurer to  t h e  Pr ince  of \Vales. Colonel of the  
l g t  Regt. of Foot ancl Provincial Grand Master of F l e e  and  Accepted 
Masons for  tile County of Suqses, Do,  by  vir tue of 111y said office, 
and ullder inmlediate sanction and au thor i ty  of H i s  Royal Highness 
George A n g u s t ~ l s  Frederlck. P r m c ~  of Wales &c. &c. &c. Grand Master 
of England ,  first had  and  obtained specially for  this purpose hereby 
nonlinate constitute, and  appoint the  South S a s o n  Lodge held a t  
Lewes t h e  Provincial Grand Lodge for tlle County of Sussex to consist 
of t h e  Grand  Officers hereunder named and  twelve Grand Stewards 
(subject nevertheless t o  such new Elections as  occarion may from t ime 
to t m e  require) with full  power t o  make  Xasons.  constitute Regular  
Lodges, and  to f rame and enforce such Bye Laws and  Regulations as 
may be clesined necessary for t h e  Good Goverilineilt of the  Inst i tut ion.  
also t o  do and  execute all and every such other  Act or Acts Thin;: 
or Things as appertain t o  t h e  Duties of a Regular ly constituted 
Provincial Grand  T>odge 

(citation of 19 Grand Officers) 
Given under  m y  H a n d  and  Seal a t  London this Seventh d a y  

of X a r c h  A L 5801 A 11 lEO1 
S .  Hnl<e  P.G.AI." 

There i.s nc Seal of Grand Lodge, b u t  a seal probably made for the  
occasion bears t h e  following inscription : - 

' South Saxon Lodge 557 Presented by Rro.  W. Relcoinbe Langridge." 

The document is no t  ellgrossed but  pr inted.  
I t  is difficult t o  believe t h a t  this was i:sued with t h e  cognizance ancl 

approval of t h e  responsible Grand Lodge officials-probably t,he whole scheme 
was pu t  up  by the  Provincial officials who were able t o  make use of the  personal 
relations between their  Provincial Grand >!aster and  H i s  Royal  ISighness to  effeci 
a short cut to t h e  realisation of their  ambition. 

The Lodge never exercised these powers. New Lodges could not 11e 
Warranted because of t h e  restricting Act of 1799, a i d  t h e  advent of the  Union 
in 1813 pu t  a n  end to its authori ty .  

The custom of t h e  Antients  Grancl Lodge was t,o issue all i ts doc~uinents 
with the  autllority of t h e  Grand Lodge only:  and  by  a fiction. local bodies were 
authorised to  open a Grand Lodge " for the  space of three hours " for t h e  
purpose of c o n ~ t i t u t i n g  a Lodge. 

111 1781, however, t h e  Antients  made one interesting departure from their 
custom, and issued a W a r r a n t  of Constitutioll for a Provincial Grand Lodge. 

Whether  o r  not i t  had  a n y  association with t h e  rivalry of t h e  two AIaso~lic 
jurisclictionr. i t  is int ,erest i~lg to  note  t h a t  this Provincial Lodge was for Yorkshire. 
Lancashire and Cheshire. W e  have iiotecl t h e  success of t h e  Antients  in  London. 
arid the  efforts made  by  t h e  Modern- t o  s t rengthen their  position i n  the  
Provinces. A n d  as it  was in these very Provinces t h a t  t h e  3Ioderns were 
becoming most nlumerous, i t  does not seen; uillikely t h a t  this  was a deliberate 
move on t h e  part  of t h e  Ant ien t s  to  :trengthen their  hold on t h a t  par t  of t h e  
co~uitry-though tlle Prov inc id  Lodge thus  established never appears to have 
f u ~ ~ c t i o n e d ,  and i ts  lapsed \\ 'al~ant waii re-issued in 1813 t o  a Lodge in White-  
haven. C'umberlancl. which itself lived less t h a n  ten  years. 

The docurnc~it differs from all I\loderns Warrai i ts  i n  being printed as  
indeed was customary for all W a r r a n t s  issued by  t h e  Antients .  I t  reads:- 

" Atholl.  Grancl Master 
J a s .  Jones S . G . W . .  \V1'. Dickey P .G.11 . .  J a m e s  Read J . G . W .  

To All whom it may  Concern 
We.  the  Grand Lodge of the  Alost Ancient and  Honourable Fra te rn i ty  
of Free  and  Accepted AIasons (according t o  t h e  old Coilstitutions 



.granted by H i s  Royal Highness Prince Edwin a t  York.  Xnno Domini 
N i n e  Hundrecl T w e ~ l t y  and S i s  and in t h e  Year  of l l asonry  F o o r  
Thousand Nine I-Iunclred Twenty and Six) i n  ample F o r m  assembled 
viz. The  Right  Worshipful t h e  Xos t  Noble Prince the  Third Duke 
l l a r q u i s  and  E a r l  of Athol l .  Marquis and  E a r l  of Tullibardine. E a r l  
of Stratllsay and  Strathardle .  Visco~ult  of Balguilder. Glenalmond and 
Glenlyon, Lord Murray ,  Eelveny and Gask. Heretable  Captain and 
Constable of t h e  Castle and C o n s t a b ~ ~ l a r y  of Kincleaven. Heredi tary 
Keeper of t h e  Palace of Falklalld, one of t h e  Sis teen Peers  of Scotland 
and  i n  t h a t  P a r t  of Great Bri ta in called England and Xa?onical 
Jurisdiction thereunto belonging Grand Master of Masons: t h e  Righ t  
Worshipful  William Dickey Esquire. Deputy  Grand Naster  t h e  Righ t  
Worshipful  Jaines Jones Esquire Senior Grand TTarden and t h e  Righ t  
Worshipful  Janies  Read Esquire J u n i o r  Grand Warden  : with t h e  
approbat ion and consent of tlle W a r r a n t e d  Lodges held within the  
Cities ancl Suburbs of London and Westminster :  do,  by these Precents 
authorise and  impower our  Trusty ancl well beloved Brethren.  Free 
a n d  Accepted Ancient I\Iaso~ls, who a t  t h e  Time of this  present Wri t ing  
a r e  or hereafter shall become Inhabi tan t s  of t h e  [Counties of York.  
Chester ,  and  Lancaster] to  congregate. form. and  hold a Provincial 
Grand  Lodge [ in  t h e  Town of Sheffield ancl County of P o r k  . . . ]  
aforesaid. independent of a n y  former Dispensation. W a r r a n t  or 
Constitution ordered given or granted by  Vs.  or any  of our Pre -  
decessors, Grand  l l as te r s  of England.  to any  Mason or Masons re:iding 
within t l ~ e  Nasonical jl~risdiction aforessid ; such Provincial Grand 
Lodge. when duly constituted to  be  held A n ~ l n a l l y  I-Iaif Pear ly  
Quarter ly l lon t l i ly  or a t  any siasonable Time or Times as occasion 
shall require. A n d  TTe do hereby nominate  constitute and  appoint 
our  Righ t  Trusty ancl Well beloved Brother  [I-Iugh Cheney of t h e  
Town of Sheffield aforesaid Esclv\ . . . ] to  be O u r  Provincial 
Grand  X a s t e r ,  O u r  Righ t  Trusty ancl Well beloved Brother  [Daniel 
Plowman of Sheffield Gentle~llallll to  be O u r  Provincial Senior Grand 
W a r d e n :  and  our  Righ t  Trusty and Well beloved Brother  [\Villiam 
Tricket t  of Sheffield c11ttle1.1 to  be our  Provincial J u n i o r  Grand 
W a r d e n  within t h e  I\lasonical jl~riscliction aforesaid ; 1~110. together 
with t h e  aforesaid Provillcial Grand 3la:ter. and his Deputy when 
appointed a n d  imtal led and Provincial Grand Wardens  shall be 
addressed by  t h e  Stile a ~ l d  Title of t h e  Righ t  TT'orshipfd Provincial 
Grand  Xas te r .  Grancl Wardens &c. A n d  me c10 hereby fur ther  
authorize and  impower our :.aid Righ t .  Worshipful Grand Master 
[ H u g h  Cheney Esq"' .  . , . ]  his Deputy and Grand Wardens 
[Daniel Plownlan . . . ]  and  [Wil l iam Trickett . . . ]  with the  
approbat ion and advice of their Grand Lodge to Gran t  Dispensations 
Warran ts  and  Constitutions for t h e  congregating and nlaking of Free 
and  Accepted Masons. Forming and holding of Lodges witllin the 
Juriscliction aforezaid. according to t h e  nlost Ancient  and Honourable 
Custonl of t h e  Royal Craft in  all ages and nations throught  t h e  
know11 world. A I I ~  W e  do by these P r ~ s e n t s  f ~ ~ r t h e r  authorise and  
impower our  said Trust.y and Right  W o r s h i p f ~ ~ l  Brethren.  t h e  
Provilicial Grand Master.  G-rand Wardens  and  their  legal Successors. 
when in regular Grand Lodge f o ~ ~ n e d .  t o  hear .  adjust  and  impartially 
determine all and  singnlav Nat te r s  of Complaint,  Disputs ,  Debate. or 
Controversy relative to  t h e  Craf t  ~ v i t h i n  t h e  juri:.diction aforesaid : 
strictly requiring all allcl every of o1w W o r t h y  and  Loving Brethren 
within t h e  jurisdiction aforesaid, t o  be conformable t o  all and every 
of t h e  g x d  Rules Orders Tsues and Decrees. which shall from Time 
t o  Time he ordered issued or decreed by  t h e  said Righ t  Worshipful 
Provincial Grand Lodge :  herein reserving t o  ourselves our  ancient 
Prerogative of hearing Appeals, and A d i n i n i ~ t r a t i o n  of such Things as  



shall (bona fide) appear  absolutely necessary for t h e  Honour  & Benefit 
of t h e  Craf t  i n  General.  A n d  lastly. W e  d o  hereby authorise and 
impower our  said Trus ty  and Right  Worshipful  Provincial Grand 
Xas te r  and  Grand  Wardens,  together with their  lawful associates 
being t h e  Installed Nasters  Wardens  and  Pas t  Xas te rs  of t h e  Regular 
Lodges within t h e  jurisdiction aforesaid i n  Grand  Lodge assembled to 
nominat,e chuse and  install their Successors, t o  w h o n ~  they shall deliver 
this \TTarrant and  invest them with their  par t icular  Jewels, and 
hlasonical Powers ancl Dignities as Provincial Grand  Oficers &c. &c. &c. 
A n d  such Successors shall i n  like manner  nominate  chuse and install 
&c. their Successors &c. &c. such Installation to  be  upon or near every 
Saint  J o h n ' s  D a y  t h e  Twenty fourth of J u n e  dur ing  t h e  Continuance 
of t h e  Said Provincial Grand Lodge for  ever. 

Providing t h e  said Righ t  Worshipful [I-Iugh Cheney, Daniel 
Plowmail. William Trickett . . .l and  all  t h e  Snccessors Grand 
Officers of t h e  said Provincial Grand Lodge do continually pay due  
Respect t o  t h e  Righ t  Worshipful Grand  Lodge of t h e  Xos t  Ancient 
and Honourable Fra te rn i ty  of Free and Accept,ed BIasons by who111 
this W a r r a n t  is Granted.  otherwise this  W a r r a n t  and  Constitution to 
be of no Force nor  Vir tue.  

Given under  our  H a n d  and Seal of t h e  Grand  Lodge in London 
t h e  [ F i f t h ]  d a y  of [September] i n  t h e  Year  of our  Lord.  One 
Thousand seven  H u n d r e d  Eighty and  [One] i n  t h e  Year  of i\Iasonry 
Follr Thousand Seven H u n d r e d  Eigh ty  and  [One . . . ]  and [ in  
the  Seventh]  Year  of t h e  Grand Mastership of H i s  Grace the  Duke 
of Atholl &c. &c. &c. 

Charles Bearblock 
No. 217 Grand Secretary. 

[Seal] 

-Totr.-This W a r r a n t  is registered i l l  t h e  Grand  Lodge Vol. 8. 
Let te r  11. 

This W a r r a n t  was evidently intended to 11e one of many  such i-sues blank 
spaces were left in  t h e  pr inted docunle~i t  (marked above by  square brackets) a n d  
t h e  words within a r e  w r ~ t t e n  111 manuscript.  

But i t  is u n i q u e :  not only has no issue to  any  other  Eng11.h P r o v ~ n c e  been 
discovered. b u t  none is recorded in t h e  well kept  registers of t h e  A 4 ~ ~ t i e ~ i t s  Gland  
Lodge. 

The summary of information given i n  t h e  following Appendices is as 
coniplete and accurate a s  m y  resources would allow. and  will I hope be of use to  
students. 

B u t  there a r e  probably many  other  of these old documents i n  various parts  
of the  country, i n  pr ivate  collections. or in  L o d g e s  and  i t  will be  very helpful 
if anyone lrl~owing of such will kindly send i l i fo~mat ion  abollt them to t h e  
Secretary so t h a t  eventually the  lists may be made  as  con~l,lete as  pos~ible .  



A P P E N D I X  I 

Lodges established in t h e  I'rovinces from 1724 to l 7 9 9  showing Character and  present IAocation of Charter  issued by nloderns. 
For  completeness of record, Lodges t rc l t l~ f , rred  from London or elsewhere have h e m  included h i l t  are  ninrlted w ~ t l i i n  square hrackets [ 1 .  

PROVINCIAL issues a re  in  IIEAVY TYPE. 
W =  Warran t .  C:= W a r r a n t  of Confirmat ion. 

Page  1nim1)ers refer to  t h c  t e s t  of t h e  paper in  A .Q.C'. 

D =  Deputation. Disp : =Dispensation. 

'I'lic 13~11, 13rwon 

Carnbr ian,  B r e c o n  

A 

RERl(SITTR1C. + 

r: 
Col. J. Dcalten 

l i 7 3  

Artll.  Stanliopc 
1795 

K O I I ?  
Placc? unknown,  Rending 
upper  Ship I n n ,  Dulir St. 

R e a d i ~ ~ g .  
Place nnknown. Rentli~rg 
Castle I n n ,  Wintlsor 

hlrrtnaitl ,  Wi ntlsor 

\Vliif(, Tla1.1, Kern lT7in(l.;or 

li5D 
1;5!) 

liil 
l;!ll 

1759 

1785 

.. 
? 1759 2 
? l i l i3 2 

2 
? 1775 

- .  
1x3s 

1775 

1813 
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A P P E N D I X  I I .  

- 

Tear. 

List showiug t h e  distribution i n  establislment of new Lodges in t h e  Provinces 
in each year from 1724 to 1799. 

JIODERSS. 

I 
- 

S Lodges in Provinces. l ~ o t a l :  

Carmarthenshire 
Cl~eihire 
lloncestershire 

(Bristol) 
I-Ik\nipshire 
Sorfolk 
Somcrset;liire 
Sn.ser 

Lancashire 
Surrey 
\Tarwiclishire 
Sorfolk 
Oxfordshire 
Sor1;;hire 
Kent 
Li~icolnsliire 
Sortliamptonshire 
Suisex 
Cheshire 
Snffolli 
Ijerbyshire 
Devonshire 
L:~ncasliire 
StaEordshire 
S11fYollc 
Wiltshire 
T2;mcasliire 
Soiiierqet?hire 
TVarwicli~hire 
Worcestershire 

Deron.hire 
Dnrliam 
G1ouce:ter~liire 

(Bristol) 
Wilt>liire 

London. 

I I 

Sew Lodges in Prorinces. 

Dursetdiire 
Uurllaru 
Essex 
lmicashire 
Sorfollr 
Shropshire 
IVnrwicksLire 
L s e s  
Lir~colushire 
Someraetshire 
Gloucestersliire 
Ilerefordsl~ire 
Torlisliire 
Cheshire 
Essex 
H aiilpsllire 
Hertfordshire 
Lancnshire 
Leicestershire 
Ciloucestershire 

(Hristol) 
Oxfordshire 
C'uml~erland 
l'embrokeshire 
1-Terefordshire 
Jlerionethsllise 
Gloucestersllire 

(Bristol) 
Shropshire 

Sorfolk 
Del-onhhire 
Camlridgshire 
Sorfoll; 
Norfolk 

Sew 
Lodges in 
London. 



Sew Lodges in Prorinces. 

:ornwall 
iorfolli 
ient  
2ornwall 
:armarthenshire 
iloncestershire 

(Bristol) 
;ancashire 
\;orfolli 
<ottinghamshire 
;'ornwall 
:lamorganshire 
Cent 
-ancash i re  
>eicestershire 
gorfolli 
5uff olk 
iorkshire 
:heshire 
~ornwal l  
h r h a r n  
Cent 
;ancasl~ire 
<orfolk 
j ~ f f  olli 
,l\lilitary unplaced) 

Durham 
);loucestershire 

(Bristol) 
Xurfolli 
sor th~in~l~er land 
Uevo~lshire 
Qloucestershire 

(Bristol) 
';olfollc 
Berlishire 
Devonshire 
Durlialn 
[Tampshire 
3luncestershire 

(Bristol) 
Sorfol~r 
Yorkshire 
Cl~annel Islands 
Kent 
jtI.3I.S. Tanguard, 

nnplaced) 
Cnn11jridge:llire 
Cuinl)erla~ 1 
Dnr l~am 
Flintshire 
I-Iampshire 
Kent 
Turkshire 
cuml~erland 
Del-onshire 
1-Ialupsh~re 
Herefortlsl1i:e 
Kent 
L a n c a s h i r e  
Sorfollr 
Sortlnunl~erlnnd 
Shropshire 
Snffolk 
TTn rv-i clishire 
Yor1;sllire 
Caml~ricigeshire 
neronsliire 
Dnrham 
Hampwire 
Kent 
L a n c a s h i r e  

Sew 
d g e s  i n  
.ondon. 

1 
2 

G 

11 

4 
4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

ear. 

L i 5 l  

Li52 
L753 

L754 

1755 

1756 
1757 

1-58 

l 7 5 9  

1760 

1761 

1762 

17G3 

Sew Lodges in  Provinces. 

Gloucestershire 
(Bristol) 

Cheshire 

Gloncestersliire 
(Bristol) 

I-Iampsllire 
Leice>ter:hire 
Xorfollr 
Sorks l l~re  

1 
Channel Iqlands 
Devonshire 
Gloucestershire 1 

(Bristol) 1 1 
Hampshire 1 
Kent 1 1  

Kew 
odges in 
,ondon. 
-- 

6 

9 

l .i 

8 

10 

4 

( 1  

1 

1 

2 



AS'I'IESTS. - 

Yen 
New 

Sew Lodges in  Proriuces. 
Sew 

Lodgei i n  
Londo11. 

Xev- Lotlges in Provinces. To. 

- 
tals 

-. 

Sorth1un1)erland 
;Yottinghaulshire 
K i l t h i r e  
Yorkshire 
Cambridgeshire 
Devo~lsllire 
Dorcet-hire 
]<:>ex 
Hamp,liire 
Hereforc1;hire 
Kent 
N o r f o l k  

Breclicoclrsl~ire 
Che5hu.e 
lie11 t 
Lancashire 
Alonmonthshire 
So~thuuber land~l  
Staffordshire 
\Varwicltshire 
Torlidlire Smler>etshire 

T17estluorland 
55 Rreclinoclrshire 

Cllannel Islands 
Cornvall 
Dorietshire 

Cambridgeshire 
Cheshire 
Glamolganshire 
Kent 

L a n c a s h i r e  
S01f01li 
N o r f o l k  
-lomersetchire 
qusses 
War~riclrshire 
Wiltshire 
Yorlishire 
Cheshire 
Cnml~erlancl 
Oeronsllire 
Sloucestershire 

(Bristol) 

Cheshire 
Lancashi~e  . 
?iLontgonxryshire 
Surthumberland 

L a n c a s h i r e  
Sort l~ i~mher land 
G I I S S ~ H  
Ilorlr-hire 
2ornwall 
3eronqhire 
>loucestershire 

(Bristol) 
lertfort lsure 

Kent 
Korfolli 
5hropshire 
SouersetsLire 

hglese;r 
: o r n w a l l  ( S c i l l y )  
:loncestershire 

(Bri:stol) 
Ion~nouthshire 
Cottinghanlshire 
'taffordshire 
nrrey 
\-iltihire 
:heshire 
)eronshire 
llamorganshire 
lloucestershire 

(Bristol) 
ancashire 
xfordshire 
omer$etslure 
orlrshire 
wham 
ampshi re 
ancashire 
o r f o l  k  
sforclsliire 

iloucestersllire 
(Bristol) 

Lent 
Iiclclleses 
Corfolli 

erlrshire 
e r o ~ ~ s l l i r e  
nncashire 
xfordshire 
mlersetshire 



Sea r .  

l772 

1773 

-1774 

1 7 i 5  

l776 

177i  

l i i 8  

1779 

1780 

l i 8 1  

176.2 

1783 

1784 

1785 

Kew Loclgec in Provinces. 

Tient 
Suffolk 
Torksnire 
Camhritlgeshire 
Cheshire 
Durham 
C:loncestershire 

(Bristol) 
Somer-etshire 
Y o r k s h i r e  
Channel Tslands 
Cumberlard 
Ihr l iam 
L r n c a s h i r e  
Soniersetshire 
Yorkshire 
Dorsetsliire 
Hampshire 
Kent 
Lancashire 
Cumherland 
Dorsetshire 
E s s e x  
Ciloncestershire 

(Bristol) 
Hertfordshire 
Kent 
Y o r k s h i r e  

Co:.nn-all 
Essex 
2 idnl~rganshire 
Kmt  
Y o r k s h i r e  

2 o r n w a l l  
Kent 
Sorthnmhrrland 
?nmberland 
Uevonqhire 
Dnrliam 
L a n c a s h i r e  
Sorthnmhrrhnd 
Y o r k s h i r e  
' 3 I i l i tay ,  nn!~hcetl) 
L'orlislilre 

7nrnwall 
?loncestershi rr i 

(Bristol) 1 
I e v o n s h i r e  
N i l t s h i r e  
1-orkshire 
I e v o n s h i r s  
3eronqhi1 e 
- a n c a s h i r e  
N i l t s h i r e  
l o r k s h i r e  
I e v o n s h i r e  
3urham 
S o r n e r s e t s h i r e  
;nrrey 
A'orce-tershire 
3erltshire 
3erl1ysliire 
2 l o u c e s t e r s h i r e  

( B r i s t o l )  
< e n t  
iiiddleseg 

rota 
Kern 

i 
London 

Tear 

Clws11i re 
Kent 
C)zfortlshi re 
Yor1;shire 

Lancashire 
Yorkshire 

Kent 
Lanca-hire 
Sorlishlre 

Tient 
Lancnshire 
Wiltshire 
Yorlrsliire 

Deronsl~ire 
Osfortl.;liir.: 
Y o r k s h i r e  

Channel I-lanc!s 
3taffordsliire 

Kerv 
d g e s  ill 
London. . 



3hropshire 
Somerse tsh i re  
Su f fo lk  
Tar~viclishire 
f o r k s h i r e  
?arnari-on 
> h e s h i r e  
l e v o n s h i r e  
lorsetshire 
:ssex 
Tampshire 
- a n c a s h i r e  
Xorcestershire 
Ienbighshire 
> l a m o r g a n s h i r e  
i a m p s h i r e  
;incolnshire 
Iti~ffordshire 
> h a n n e l  I s l a n d s  
h n h e r l a n d  
- a n c a s h i r e  
Shropsh i re  
Somerse tsh i re  
jnff olk 
S u r r e y  
Ki l th i r e  
Y o r k s h i r e  
3 r e c k n o c k s h i r e  
>heshire 
> h e s h i r e  
Essex 
2 l o u c e s t e r s h i r e  

( B r i s t o l ;  
L a n c a s h i r e  
Sortllamptonshire 
S h r o p s h i r e  
Sussex 

Y o r k s h i r e  
:heshire 
L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  
N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e  
S o m e r s e t s h i r e  
Sussex 
Korcestershire 
Y o r k s h i r e  
Cardiganshire 
D e v o n s h i r e  
H e r e f o r d s h i r e  
L a n c a s h i r e  
Lincolnshire 
ITar~~ic l i sh i re  
C h e s h i r e  
D e v o n s h i r e  
H a m p s h i r e  
L a n c a s h i r e  
L i n c o l n s h i r e  
N o r f o l k  
K o r t l ~ ~ ~ m l ~ e r l a n d  
N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e  
S o m e r s e t s h i r e  
S u f f 3 l  k  
Y o r k s h i r e  
Caml~ridge;hire 
C h e s h i r e  
D e r b y s h i r e  
H e r e f o r d s h i r e  
L a n c a s h i r e  
L i n c o l n s h i r e  
N o r f o l k  
S o m e r s e t s h i r e  
S t a f f o r d s h i r e  
W a r w i c k s h i r e  
Y o r k s h i r e  

'otal 
Kew 

,edges ir 
London. 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

ASTIESTS. 

I 
ear. S e x  Lodges in Provinces. 

Lancashire 

Kent 
Lancashire 

Kent 
Korcesiersl~i re 

Sew 
.edges i n  
Lonclou. 

l 

3 

2 

4 

3 

1 

B 

k 



ANTIESTB. 

New 
.oclge.; i n  
London. 

Tear. Cotnlr 
Kew 

,edges it 
London. 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

iear. 

1734 

1795 

1736 

1 2 ;  

1;9S 

Kew Lodges in Provinces. S e w  Lodges in Provinces. 

Clieshire 
Cheshire 
Devonshire 
Kent  
Suffolk 
Warwickshire 
Wiltshire 
Yorkshire 
Denbighshire 
Flintshire 
Staffsrdshire 
Yorkshire 

Channel Islands 
Cheshire 
Hampshire 
Sussex 

Channel Islands 
Cheshire 
Kent 
Norfolk 
Lailcashire 
Kent 
Lancashire 
3licldlesex 

Cun~l~erland 
Hampshire 
Norfolk  
Staffordshire 
Sussex 
Yorkshire 
Cambridgeshire 
Essex 
Lancashire 
Norfolk  
Sussex 
Yorkshire 
Kent  
Norfolk 
\Tiltshire 
Cornwall 
Cornwall 
Cheshire 
Hampshire 
Kent  
Lancashire 
Shropshire 
Somersetshire 
Susses 
Yorkshire 

Deronshire 
Essex 
Kent 
Lancashire 

Lancashire 
Xorfollr 

Deronsllire 
Gloucestershire 
Kent 
Staffo~dsllirc. 

A hearty rote of thanks n-as unanimously passed t t> E h .  Carter for his interesting 
paper. on the proposition of 131.0. X O I ~ ~ I I .  seco~decl by Bro. J. TValter Hobbs: conlments 
1)eing offered 11y or on  hehalf of Bros. Gill~ert W. I)a,ynes. Geo. W. Bullamore, and 
T. TV. Hanson. 

Bro.  GILBERT W. DAPKES ~ i v ~ t ( * : -  

I have read,  with very considerable pleasure, P z r t  I .  of t h e  instructive 
P a p e r  which Bro.  Carter  has  compiled concerning Proviiiciai M arrants .  H e  
has brought together, f rom so many  different sources. much  information relative 
to  his main subject .  and  has pieced them together i n  such a nq.anner as t o  
enable us t o  focus our  attentloll  upon these fa!% a c d  trace t h e  evo~ut ion  of t h e  
Lodge Charter .  or W a r r a n t .  from i t s  incc1,rion t o  the  presect day. I n  
particular.  he  has  shown us how t h e  Lodgcs outside t h e  Metropolis helped in 
this  process. 

With regard to  t h e  Char t s  hc has  prepa~ecl  for this  P a p e r .  Bro.  Carter  
tells us t h a t  the  figlues for Foreign Lodges a re  escluded ' a s  not relevant t o  
0111- enc1uiry " It is of course open t o  Bro.  Carter  t o  define t h e  scope of his 
enquiry,  and he  is  n o  doubt  perfectly correct i n  his s ta tement ,  so f a r  as t h e  
Foreign Lodges would normally affect t h e  numerical s t rengths,  f rom time t o  



time. of the two Grand Lodges. uhich united in 1813. I cannot. however. 
agree tha t ,  even within the linuts prescribed by Bro. Carter, the Provincial 
Lodges outside England can be divorced froln the Provincial Lodges within 
these shores. especially when considering the actual Dispensations, or Warrants. 
by which Lodges outs~de Lolldon wcre brought into existence. I t  must not be 
forgotten tha t .  both with regard to the prenuer Grand Lodge and the Grand 
Lodge of the Antients, no fundainental difference existed as to  the method of 
constituting English as distinct from Foreign Lodges. and tha t  all those outside 
London for the most part  were, either before or after 1813, grouped into 
Provincial Grand Lodges and treated alike. I t  was not until many years after 
the Union in 1813 tha t  Fcreign Provinces for the first time becanle designated 
as District Grand Lodge.. Prior to the Union, whether a Lodge was founded 
in Suffolk. Gibraltar, or South Carolina, the method by which each one was 
constituted by the premier Grand Lodge was the same. This method. too, was 
a natural development from the nlethod of constituting a Lodge in London. where 
the cereinony ;as performed by the Grand Master.-or his b e p u t y ,  assisted by 
his Grand Officers. Bro. Carter correctlv emnhasizes the nersonal act of con- 
stitution. and also the fact tha t  no formal document was a necessary part 
thereof: but he states. with regard to such a document. tha t  " in actual practice 
i t  soon becanle custonlary for such to be given as future evidence of constitntion." 
I presume the docunlent to which Bro. Carter refers is the Deputation to 
Constitute tha t  was given bv the Grand Master to  some local Brother to con- 

0 

stitute the Lodge, but  the statenlent is in my opinion far too sweeping. From 
the scarcity of any such docunlents in the possession of Lodges-Bro. Carter 
says that  there are only four-it seems probable tha t  the Deputation to Constitute 
was only retained by the new Lodge if the Brother, to whom the Deputation 
x a s  directed, and who constituted the Lodge. was a member of and presented 
the docun~ent to  tha t  Lodge. or there was some other special reason for the 
Deputation being handed over. The normal course, apparently. was for the 
D e ~ u t a t i o n  to be returned to Grand Lodge with a certificate of constitution duly 
endorsed thereon, or for the Deputation to be retained by the Constituting 
Officer and a separate Certificate to  be sent to Grand Lodge. I n  my opinion 
the reason why there are so few of these Deputations to Constitute, of early 
date, in existence is because. whether they were forwarded to Grand Lodge or 
retained by the Constituting Officer, they were considered valueless as soon as 
the entry of the new Lodge had been made in the Grand Lodge Register, and 
the Lodge had been inserted in the Engraved Lists. For instance a Deputa- 
tion to Constitute was given on 1st August. 1738, to  John Senior, of Halifax. 
to constitute a Lodge, whicll afterwards became lrnown as the Lodge of Probity, 
No. 61. I n  the History of the Lodge, by Bro. H. Crossley. there is a statement 
t ha t  in the Treasurer's Accounts for the year 1762. beinq one of the concludiq 
items, there .is an item ' for 1016 paid to Ero. John Senior for the old 
warrant. ' I t  is obvious tha t  this Warrant  was the original Deputation to 
Constitute of 1738, and was his property, and in his possession. until he sold 
it t o  the Lodge as above mentioned. I n  this case, no doubt, the Certificate of 
Constitution was forwarded to Grand Lodge on a separate piece of paper QO as 
t o  enable the Lodge to be inserted in the Engraved Lists. 

With  regard to the Certificate of Constitution, to which we have been 
referring, Bro. Carter states it was " sonletimes given." I think the accurate 
position is t ha t  it had always to be given and was an essential part of the 
procedure of constituting a new Lodge, being the final act of the Constituting 
Officer. I n  the first Grand Lodge l r inute  Book there are copies of two 
Deputations to constitute Lodqes, one a t  Fort  William. Bengal, aud the other 
at Gibraltar. dated respectively the 6th February and the 9th AIarch, 1729. 
But  for one material exception, and a few verbnl alterations of no importance, 
these two documents are identical with the Deputation to Constitute dated the 
11th Ju ly .  1732, in the l~ossession of St .  John the Eaptists Lodge. No. 39. 
Exeter. The exception referred to is the insertion of an  entirely new paragraph 
i n  the last-named document. This new paragraph states t ha t ,  upon " the due 



execution " of the Deputation, the Brethren authorized thereby were ' required 
to transmit to us or our said Deputy a Certificate . . . of the time and 
Illace of ~ u c h  constitutio~l in order that  i t  may be entred in the Eook of Regular 
Lodges." No doubt i t  was in consequence of some misunderstanding, as to 
the necessity of always forwarding such a certificate to Grand Lodge. that  this 
new clause was added to the later Deputations. I n  the Deputation of 1738 to 
John Senior, before mentioned. there is the same direction in a slightly different 
form. That  document stated : - 

" And we do hereby will and require you the said John Senior to send 
to us or our successors. Grand Masters, an account in writing under 
your hand,  of what shall be done by the-e presents. And also a 
List, of the 1lember.s of the Lodge together with copies of such Rules 
Orders, and Regulations as shall be agreed on for the governnlent 
thereof. " 

We may also a:sume tha t  this Certificate was necessary, even before 1732, because. 
in  the JIinutes of the Meeting of Graud Lodge, held on the 11th July.  1729. 
i t  is recorded :- 

' Mr. 0 Connor the  Junior Grand UTarden represented that  the Lodge 
he had ordered lately to be constituted a t  Tunbridge Wells was 
omitted to be inserted in the printed Book of Lodges and therefore 
prayed tha t  i t  might be entred in the next Book as usual. 

Bu t  the  Deputy Grand Master having received no Certificate tha t  
they were Constituted according to  the Leave given them i t  was 
declared tha t  till such Certificate was returned they could not be 
entred in  the Book." 

Tt was only when Masonic Provinces came into being, and Provincial 
Grand Masters granted their own Deputations. tha t  i t  became the duty of each 
Provincial Grand Master to  send to  Grand Lodge a periodical List of those 
Lodges, which had been constituted under his authority, with the dates of 
Constitution, and places and tlmes of meeting. I n  these cases, while Deputa- 
tions to Constitute were being used, the certificates would of course be forwarded 
t o  the P.G.M. issuing the Deputation. A t  first t he  duties of Provincial Grand 
Masters must have been rather vague, and varied considerably with the activity 
or otherwise of the various P.G.1I.s. It was not until the  issue of the Third 
Edition of the B o o k  of C ' o n ~ f ~ t ~ ~ t z o ~ ~ ~ ,  published in 1756, t ha t  the premier Grand 
Lodge inlposed any definite regulations upon Provincial rulers. The following 
Articles are to be found in the General Regulations : - 

' Art .  I. The Office of PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER was found 
particularly necessary in the Year 1 7 2 6  when the extraordinary 
Increase of the Craftsmen, and their travelling into distant Parts ,  
and convening themselves in LODGES, required an immediate H E A D .  
to whom they might apply in all Cases, where i t  was not possible to 

' wait the Deci-ion or Opinion of the GRAND LODGE. 

Ar t .  11. The Appointment of this Grand Officer is a Prerogative 
of the GRAND AIASTER: who grants his Deputation to such 
Brother of Eminence and Ability in the Craft .  as he shall think 
p r o p e r  not  for Life. but  during his good Pleasure. 
A r t .  111. The PROVINCIAL thus deputed, is invested with the 
Power and Honour of a Deputy Grand 1Iaster : and,  during the 
Continuance of his Provincialsh~p. is iutitled to wear the Cloathing. 
to take Rank as the GRAND OFFICERS,  in all Publiclr Assemblies. 
inlmediately after the past Deputy Grand Masters: and to constitute 
Lodges within his own Province. 
A i t .  I V .  H e  is enjoined to correspond with the  Grand Lodge. and 
to transnlit a circunlstantial Account of his Proceedings, a t  least 



once i n  every  Y e a r .  A t  which T i m e s .  t h e  Provincial i s  required t o  
send a L i s t  o f  those Lodges h e  has  cons t i tu t ed ,  their  Contr ibut ions  
for  t h e  general F u n d  o f  C h a r i t y :  and t h e  usual D e m a n d ,  as specified 
i n  his  Depu ta t ion ,  fo r  every  Lodge h e  has  const i tu ted b y  t h e  Grand  
Master 's  A u t h o r i t y .  " 

I n  substance these  Regulat ions  remained unaltered u p  t o  t h e  da te  o f  t h e  U n i o n .  
I  canno t  t h i n k  t h a t  B r o .  Car ter ' s  s ta temen t  t h a t  t h e  nremier  Grand L o d e e  - 

avoided t h e  issue o f  W a r r a n t s  properly so called, is correct. W e  m u s t  remember  
t h a t  t h e  sys t em o f  Deputat ions  t o  Cons t i tu t e ,  developing f r o m  t h e  personal act 
o f  t h e  Grand  Master or h i s  D e p u t y ,  did n o t  nornlally a d m i t  o f  a n y  such 
Document .  Eesides.  there  was  n o  necessity for  i t  as a document  o f  ' evidence 
o f  their  t i t l e  t o  privileges." T h e  evidence o f  t h e  Constitutioll  o f  a Lodge was 
not i n  t h e  Depu ta t ion  t o  Cons t i tu t e .  or even  i n  t h e  Certif icate o f  t h e  deputed 
Brother t h a t  t h e  Lodge  had  been  cons t i tu t ed :  i t  was  t h e  e n t r y  o f  t h e  Lodge i n  
t h e  " Book o f  Regu lar  Lodges ,  ' and therea f t e r  notif ied t o  t h e  other  Lodges  b y  
means  o f  t h e  Engraved Lis ts .  T h e  Engraved L i s t  was t h e  essential document .  
A s  we k n o w .  Engraved Lis ts  were published yearly f r o m  1723 under  t h e  direct 
authori ty  o f  t h e  premier Grand Lodge .  Regulat ions ,  t o o ,  were m a d e  as t o  t h e  
insertion o f  N e w  Lodges  i n  these  L i s t s ,  t h e  alterations o f  mee t ing  places. dates 
o f  mee t ings ,  and t h e  erasure o f  Lodges f r o m  t h e  Lis ts .  E a c h  Regular  Lodge 
was provided w i t h  one o f  these  Engraved Lis ts  as t h e y  were issued. and w e  read 
in t h e  M i n u t e  Books  o f  Grand Lodge o f  complaints  m a d e  because Lodges  had  
n o t  been inserted in such Engraved Lis ts .  N o  Lodge was inserted unless it had 
been  d u l y  const i tu ted b y  t h e  Grand X a s t e r ,  h i s  D e p u t y ,  or some other  Brother  
b y  v i r tue  o f  a Depu ta t ion  t o  Const i tu te .  I n  t h e  last case i t  was.  as be fore  
men t ioned ,  also necessary t h a t  a Certif icate o f  Cons t i tu t ion  should b e  re turned 
t o  t h e  Grand Lodge .  T h i s  sys tem prevented a n y  irregularities consequent u p o n  
t h e  t h e f t .  loss,  or a possible forgery  o f  W a r r a n t s ,  and answered i t s  purpose 
admirably .  W h a t  more  was necessary once t h e  Lodge  had been  inserted in t h e  
List  1 I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  Grand Lodge can correctly b e  said t o  have  deliberately 
avoided issuing a n y  document s ,  because i n  the i r  case t h e r e  were n o  document s  
t o  issue. I v e n t u r e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  n o  one would ever h a v e  wanted a n y  d i f f e ren t  
procedure but for  t h e  adven t  o f  t h e  Grand Lodge  o f  t h e  A n t i e n t s ,  who  copied 
t h e  practice o f  t h e  Grand  Lodge o f  Ire land,  a practice wh ich  h a d ,  u p  t o  t h a t  
t i m e ,  n o  counterpart  in E n g l a n d .  I t  m a y  well h a v e  been  t h a t  t h e  Bre thren  
o f  Lodges  u n d e r  t h e  premier Grand Lodge had their  a t t en t ion  called t o  t h e  
W a r r a n t s  o f  A n t i e n t  Lodges ,  e i ther  w h e n  v is i t ing or b y  some other  means .  or  
t h a t  t h e  absence o f  some such document  in the i r  o w n  Lodges  was commented 
upon  adversely.  W e  k n o w  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  Second E d i t i o n  o f  JAi?~za/t Re-on  
(published 1764) .  Laurence  Dernlott  in h i s  ( '  Philacteria for  such Gen t l emen ,  as 
m a y  b e  inclined t o  become Free-A[asons." devotes some l i t t l e  space t o  t h e  
W a r r a n t  o f  t h e  Lodge  H e  says :- 

' I n  t h e  first place. w h e n  ~ O L I  in tend t o  b e  m a d e  a free  m a s o n ,  go w i t h  
your  fr iend t o  t h e  lodge,  and desire him t o  shew you t h e  warrant  
or dispensation b y  wh ich  t h e  lodge is  h e l d :  t h a t  i s  t o  say ,  an 
i n s t r u m e n t  printed or wr i t t en  u p o n  parchment  and signed b y  some 
noble  grand mas ter ,  h i s  D e p u t y  and grand wardens .  and grand 
secretary,  and sealed w i t h  their  grand lodge seal &c. const i tu t ing and 
appoint ing particular persons ( there in  n a m e d )  as mas ter  and wardens. 
w i t h  fu l l  power t o  congregate and hold a lodge a t  such a place, and 
t h e r e i n  m a k e  and a d m i t  free masons according t o  t h e  mos t  ant ient  
and honourable cus tom o f  t h e  royal c r a f t ,  i n  all ages and nations 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  k n o w n  world ,  w i t h  fu l l  power and  au thor i t y  t o  
nomina te .  chuse and install  their  successors &C." 

I11 t h i s  s ta temen t  m e  seem t o  have  t h e  final phase o f  t h e  whole  m a t t e r ,  which.  
i n  i t s  earlier stages,  influenced t h e  premier Grand Lodge  and i t s  Prorincial Grand 
Masters,  and induced t h e m  gradually t o  adopt  t h e  t r u e  W a r r a n t .  I n  e f fect  t h e  



difference between the premier Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge of the 
Antients was one of principle-Engraved Lists versus Warrants-and the 
Antients n70n because the formal docunlent was more imposing and was there 
to look a t  and be handled. We see the same thing to-day in conveyancing. 
the average person prefers the method whereby he has the  deeds of the property 
to the Land Certificate of the Registered Titles. But,  in reality. this divergence 
was not betnreen the premier Grancl Lodge and the Grand Lodge of the 
Antients, but between the premier Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 
Although Ireland took its original Constitutions from England, i t  did not 
apparently adopt the system of Engravecl Lists. Also, unlike England, it 
interpreted the meaning of the term warrant ' in the Constitutions as a formal 
document. Bu t ,  then,  when i t  did this in 1732. Ireland had found itself in a 
different situation from that  which had obtained in England. I n  the Hiafot,// 
of t h e  C r ' m i ~ c i  Lodge of Irelnld by Bros. Heron Lepper and Cross16 we are told 
tha t ,  besides Lodges being plentiful in Dublin, there was not the least doubt 
t ha t  they were also plentiful throughout the Country. The great problem of 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland. a t  t ha t  time, was to get these remote Lodges to 
acknowledge hei. authority. On the other hand,  the premier Grand Lodge 
conlmellced its activities with all its Lodges in London and Westminster, and no 
expansion took place until after its methods of constituting Lodges hacl 
crystallized. The reference by Bro. Carter to the Irish Aclvertisement in 1731, 
in which the Grand Lodge of Ireland intimated tha t  K a r r a n t s  were essential, 
if Lodges were to be deemed true Lodges. ' indicates clearly that  Ireland was 
endeavouring to get existing Lodges within its fold, who, while naturally 
objecting to he constituted anew, might be quite willing to receive a formal 
clocun~ent, signed by some noble Grand Master, giving them a higher status than 
they could po:sibly expect if they remained independent. Thereafter, the practice 
of constituting by Warrant  remained in full force, and applicable to  new Lodges, 
being brought over to  England by those Irish Masons who assisted to constitute 
the Grand Lodge of the Antients in 1761. They probably knew of no other 
method. and hav im a t  first no Grand Jlaster. no other method could well hare  
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been adopted. even had they been acquainted with the method in vogue in the 
premier Grand Lodge. I think these two methods of constituting Lodges show 
rather well how similar institutions. possessing the same Constitutions, can branch 
out in different directions. on account of some local peculiarities, or variation of 
circumstances. The Grand Lodge of the Antients a t  first adopted the Engraved 
Lists-we have one for 1753-but soon discontinued their issue for some reason 
a t  present ullknown. All t ha t  one can say is. that  with Warrants  there was no 
necessity for them as was the case of the Premier Grand Lodge. and so perha1;s 
no sale for them. 

Under the Constitutions of the premier Grand Lodge its Lodges -rere to  
be constituted by the Grand Master upon hls own authority, an authority which 
in this and other directions the Grand Xasters from time to  time R-ere carefuI 
to retain. I n  this connection i t  is interesting to note tha t ,  a t  a Quarterly 
Con~munication of Grand Lodge. held on the 24th June .  1741. i t  was resolved :- 

" That no new Lodge should for the future be constituted within the  
Bills of Mortality without the consent of the Brethren assembled in 
Q.C. first obtained for tha t  purpose." 

This regulation amounted to a s  attack upon the privilege of the Grand Xaster 
but i t  was repealed the following March. and the Grand Master's sole authority 
to constitute Lodges regained. No further attempt appears ever to  have been 
made by Grand Lodge t o  vary i t .  On the other hand,  the Grand Lodge of the 
Antients started in a different manner. I t  conlmenced as a Grand Committee. 
no Grand Naster being appointed until 1753, and no noble Grand Master until 
December. 1756. The M7arrant procedure became settled during those first two 
years. and the Grand Lodge did not subsequently relinquish its control over the 
constituting of Lodges. We may usefully note 'the different procedure. With 
the premier Grand Lodge there was a Deputation to Constitute, clothing the  



constituting officer with the power and authority of a Deputy Grand Master, 
whereas with the Grand Lodge of the Antients there was a Dispensation 
con:tituting the Brethren concerned a Grand Lodge for the space of three hours. 
The Xinutes of the Lodge of Antiquity, a t  Wigan. constituted ill 1786, show 
this clearly. They run  as fol1o~rs:- 

Grancl Lodge held a t  ye Queen's Head in Wigan. Lancashire 011 

Wednesday, the 21.t Day of June .  1786. 5786. 
The Right Worshipful Bro. John TT'atson, Grand Master. appointed 
in l~ursuance of a 1)ispensation sent to them for tha t  purpose, from 
the Ancient Grand Lodge of Rngland, and ye 3Iasonical Jurisdiction 
thereof. . . . opened a Grand Lodge in due form upon the Third 
step of Xasonry according to the ancient usage of the craft of Free 
and Accepted 3lasons in all ages a t  12 o'clock a t  noon. 

A t  one o'clock the Lodge was called to  Refreshment and continued 
while ye Grancl Lodge of Antiquity of England x a s  toasted and then 
called to  work again, and continued open until the hour of three. 
when the iame was closed with the greatest Harmony in pursuance of 
the Grand Lodge Instructions. " 

I s  Bro. Carter correct in assuming that  the references in Grand Lodge 
Illinutes to  the  surrender of the Constitution are to written documents being 
handed over? Night  i t  not have been the verbal declaration of the Ifaster and 
Wardens fornially made in Grand Lodge, just as in the Xanorial Court of the 
Lord of a Copyhold Naaor  the Copyhold Tenant, who has sold his copyliold 
property, comes before the Steward of the l fanor ,  and verbally surrenders the 
property into the hands of the Lord of the Xanor.  the purchaser being after- 
wards admitted by the Steward. I suggest that  the surrenders of Constitutions 
were formal rerbal  acts, and necessary, so as to prevent the Constitution, as 
recorded in the Engraved List ,  being used by the Landlord of the Tavern after 
the regular members of the Lodge had ceased to meet. The only way to prevent 
an entirely new set of Masons meeting in the registered Tavern would be for the 
old Brethren, by their Master and Wardens. formally to renounce the Con- 
stitution a t  a Quarterly Comm~micatioii, and have the Lodge era-ed from the 
Engraved List. 

I n  the course of his paper Ero. Carter refers to the Old, Charges and 
comlnents upon the word ' ~ r i n t e d . "  with reference to the Book of Constitutions, 
in the Deputations. of 1732. The word printed " also appears in those 
Deputations of 1729 to which reference has already been made. I t  seems 
probable tha t .  when first inserted, the worcl was u:ed to  distinguish the 1723 
Book of Constitutions from the 171s. Constitutions or Old Charges-sonletimes 
written in Book form-which had been digested into a new and better method 
by James Anderson in those  constitution^, although. even a t  tha t  time, the 
31s. Constitutions had already appeared in printed book form. A t  the Xeeting 
of Grand Lodge, on the 24th June .  1721, when the Duke of Xontagu became 
Grand Naster ,  we learn from Williain Stukeley tha t  George Payne ' read over 
a new sett of articles to be observ'd. ' Brethren were joining rapidly, ancl 
much general interest was being taken in the Craft from tha t  date. We know 
that  a copy of the 31s. Constitutions appeared in Tlrr P o s t  X n n  d. t h e  
Ilistoricnl d ccouu f .  &C., in August, 1722, to which was prefaced a letter, which 
set out tha t  one of the reasons for publishing i t  was tha t  i t  might " be shown 
to the World from whence this Worthy Society is deriv'd, how Ancient they are. 
and of how great Esteem they were in those Days. ' Aluos t  simultaneously there 
was published -what we now know as the Roberts Pr in t .  I n  the preface to this 
work. after having extolled the Societv of Freema-011s and those who were 
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members of i t ,  the following paragraph occurs : - 

I How this Society has been preserv'd : How regularly they hare  acted : 
011 what wholesonle Laws they have been founded, and how carefully 



they have observ'd and regarded those Laws. as the just cement of 
the Society. tha t  is partly to  be seen in this Tract. and it will speak 
for itself." 

Has Bro. Carter coi~siderecl this Preface in its entirety. for to my mind there 
is nothiilg in it to suggest that  the Pr in t  was intended for use in Lodges for 
esoteric purposes? Next,  in 1724, we have The ,Secr~ t  H l s f o r y  of tlcr F r e c ~ t ~ m o ~ c ~ ,  
&C., ' Printed for San1 Briscoe." Here. too is a copy of the i\IS. Constitntions 
with further matter ,  certainly not official. or for use by Lodges as the equi\alent 
of a Warrant. A Second Edition of this was published in 1725. I n  l729 
there was published the MS. Constitutions, engraved by Cole. Even if the  
first edition of this artistic work nlieht be considered as a doculllent of title for 
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Lodge purposes-a suggestion which personally I doubt-the other editions 
certainly could not have been as they were not coilfilled to  the  U S .  Constitutions. 
All the editions except the first have Francis Drake's oration. given in 1726 a t  
the 3leeting of the Grand Lodge of All England, held a t  York-a separate 
organization to the premier Grand Lodge-as well as the Speech delivered by 
Edward Oakley to his Lodge in London in 1728. Bu t ,  added to this, the  
Advertisement to  the second edition clearly shows the purport of the publica- 
tion. I t  states:- 

The Proprietors of this Book of Antieilt Constitutions. &c. being 
desirous to make this Book as universally useful and entertaining as 
possible, do intend to  continue the publishing such valuable Pieces 
(as shall come to their Hands.  and approved) as tend to the Honour 
and Advancement of the Science of Nasonry." 

Then, too x e  have tha Dodd Reprint, published in 1738, before tlle later 
editions of Cole, stated to  be to assist the IT7idow of a Mason Mrs. Dodd. At  
the period to which Bro. Carter refers the Craft was creating very great interezt 
in the outside world, and the Erethren must have nu~nbered well over 2.000. 
I n  1731. the Editor of t he  Grtz tlemtrti'c Jngrrritze thought the public sufficiently 
interested to have a long article upon Anderson S first Edition of the Book of 
Constitutions. stated to  be taken from Gr~rhatreef Jolrri7nl. October 21. No. 94. 
I11 this connection, generally I th~n l r  i t  is too far  fetched to suggest that  Cole 
v-as influenced by the rise of the Grand Lodge of the Antients when he brought 
out his edition of 1751. H e  was the Engraver to the premier Grand Lodge, 
and certainly was not an Sn t i en t  1\Iason. The Engraver to  the Grand Lodge 
of the Antients two years later was a Brother Evans, who brought out an 
Engraved List for the Antients in that  year. I cannot .ee that  there is 
anything to indicate tha t  any of the printed versions of the i\IS. Constitutions. 
to which I have referred. were published with a view to esoteric purpores, or 
for use as a Lodge Charter. 

Another statenlent by Bro. Carter upon which I desire to comment is 
t ha t  concerning the production of Pocket Conlpaniom as substitutes for the 

Constitutions ' for Lodge use." IIas Bro. Cdrter ally proof in support of this 
statement? Anderson, in 1735, objects to Smith's Pocket Coinpanion (TTnrle 
d/ tc l tm,  as Anderson terms i t ) :  i t  was not because Lodges were buying i t ,  but 
I)wause individual brethren were doing so. The Book o f  C o t i ~ t i f i r f i o u ~  was the 
private venture of James Anderson: i t  was a money-making concern, and a 
sccond edition was in contemplation. We know that  Dr .  Rawlinson purchased 
a copy of Smith's Frre J / ( I C O I I R  rocket  C'otnpni?ioti for 21-. What  does Smith 
say about his own Book? H e  says. in the Preface:- 

" A t  the Desire of a great nlailv of the Brethren I have comm-iz'd the 
U 

History. (which for the most part is extracted from our escellent 
Constitution Book) Charges. Regulations. Songs. Account of Lodges, 
and several other Articles in 3lasonrv. not to be found in auv one of 
our Books yet published, in a small Volume easily portable, mllich 
will render what was before difficult to come a t .  and troublesome t o  



carry about .  of more extensive use. F o r  it h a s  been often remark 'd  
t h a t  great  Numbers .  especially of t h e  younger IIasons. (who have 
been desirous of knowing ercrything relating to  t h e  Craft)  have been 
for  a long t ime frustrated i n  their  Pursu i t s  for  want  of something of 
th i s  k ind .  which they might have recourse to  a t  a n y  time." 

Clearly h e  was catering f o r  a growing dealand-in his dedication h e  refers to  
" t h e  grea t  Increase of our  Society of la te  "-and produced his Book a t  a 
reasonable price. 

W h e n  Bro.  J. Scott published t h e  first Edi t ion of his P o c k e t  C o m p c u ~ / o n  
in  1754, two years before t h e  third edition of t h e  H o o t  of C o n c t i t ~ r t / o / ~ s ,  he 
s tated i n  his  preface. af ter  referring t o  t h e  necessity for  a new edition of t h e  
Book of C 'o t i . s t i t~r t io i~s  :- 

' W h a t  has hi ther to becn spoke of is a W o r k  of Bulk.  intended for 
Lodges. more t h a n  for  pr ivate  Use. There yet wanted all t h e  
necessary Articles, relating t o  t h e  Society. t o  be  comprized i n  a 
pocket Volume. . . . I t r u s t ,  m y  Brethren,  for  your receiving 
this  Pocket Companion with your accuztonled Goodness and  Candour. 
as  i t  is t r u l y  intended to promote t h e  real  Good and  Benefit of our  
nlost escellent Society, to make i t s  adinirablc Principles and  worthy 
Practises more generally l rno~vn,  and .  if possible. t o  silence t h e  
:neering Critick. and  satisfy t h e  unprejndiced Stranger .  t h a t  a good 
Xason  and  a n  h o n e ~ t  11an a re  synonynlous Terms." 

Froin th i s  t ime,  ancl even before, Pocket Coinpanions appeared a t  f requent  
intervals throughout  t h e  remainder of the  century i n  England .  I re land  and  
Scot land;  a n d  from a perusal of t h e  various editions published i t  seems 
tolerably clear t h a t  these Books were designed for  individual use only. The 
iniscellaneous contents which made up these Pocket Companions enabled Brethren 
t o  increase their  individual knowledge of 3Ia.onry. b y  studying t h e  principles 
and precepts of t h e  Craf t  outside the  Lodge. 

A t  t h e  co~iclusion of his paper Bro. Car te r  s ta tes  t h a t  t h e  Grand Lodge 
of t h e  Ant ien t s  made  one interesting departure from their  custom, and issued a 
T a r r a n t  of Constitution for  a Provincial Grand  Lodge ;  and  he  refers t o  t h a t  
Document a s  being unique. I t  may be ~o i n  t h e  sense t h a t  i t  is the  only 
document of t h a t  class which has survived t o  t h e  present day .  b u t  Ero.  Carter  
has apparent ly forgotten t h a t  t h e  Aliticnts did not  circumscribe their  activities 
in  the  same manner  as  he  has  clone his researches i n  connection with Provincial 
Warran ts .  Provinces t o  t h e  Ailtients did not  mean English Provinces. b u t  
world-wide Provinces: and  i n  this  wider sense t h e  Grand  Lodge of t h e  Antients  
had.  long before 1781. issued W a r r a n t s  to  Provinces. I n  all ,  t h e  Antients  
a ~ p e a r  t o  have issued eleven W a r r a n t s  for Provincial Grand  Lodges:  five before 
1781. one other  with t h e  oue quoted by Bro.  Carter .  a n d  four  a t  subsequent dates. 
The war ran ts  were as follows:- 

Nova Scotia. t o  X a j o r  Era.mus J a m e s  Phi l ips  i n  1757. 
Pennsylvania,  to  William Ball i n  1761. 
Xontse r ra t  and  Nevis t o  D r .  Thomas Fogar ty  i n  1767. 
I\Iinorca. t o  Alcxander i\lercer i n  1772. 
N a d r a s ,  t o  a Provincial Grand Conln~it tee i n  1778. 
York.  Chester a n d  Lancaster.  t o  R n g h  Cheney ill 1781. 
New York.  t o  Rev.  TVdliam Wal te r  i n  1781. 
Andalusia ,  t o  a Provincial Grand Lodge i n  1786. 
Canada (Lower), to  I-I.R.H. The  Duke  of K e n t  i n  1792. 
Canada  ( T p p e r ) ,  t o  UTilliam J a r r i s  in  1792. 
Jamaica ,  t o  H o n .  William Blalie i n  1796. 

I t  n12y be noted t h a t  there  was a W a r r a n t  f o r  New York in t h e  -ame year as  
t h a t  for York.  &c. A s  a mat te r  of fact .  these two W a r r a n t s ,  as well as one 
for  John Sykes fo r  N a d r a s .  were is-ned on t h e  same clay. viz., 5th September, 



1781. Hence. probably. the printed form, and a simple explanation of what 
Bro. Carter has deemed an insoluble puzzle. The system of Provincial Grand 
Lodges does not ,  however, seem to have been suitable for English Lodges under 
the Grand Lodge of the Antieuts. Perhaps this was on account of the social 
standing of the members of these Lodges when compared with the Provincial 
Grand Masters under the premier Grand Lodge. I n  my opinion. Bro. Carter 
is wrong in his suggestion that  the Warrant  of 1'781 ' .  was a deliberate move on 
the part of the Antients to strengthen their hold on tha t  part  of the country." 
If it had been, then certainly other Provinces in England would have been 
created. Bro. Dernlott was not one to leave anything partly done, and he 
must have known tha t  the system had proved itself capable of expansion under 
the premier Grand Lodge. 

Bro. GEO. W .  BULLAMORE 113rites : - 

The Permit tha t  developed into a formal Warrant  is of very great ii1tere.t 
for it is a distinctive feature of G.L. AIasonry as contrasted with the Masonry 
that  drew its authority from the Old Charges. TT'ith i t  there developed the 
idea of a Lodge with a Master in contrast to the older idea of a 3Iaster with a 
Lodge. Setting aside all irregular makings, the 3lasonry of the Old Charges 
and the Xasonry of the Lodge Permit or Warrant  form a lnuch better basis for 
classification than the terms ' Operative and Speculative.' If ' Speculative " 
means ceremonial Nasons. then all Onerative Masons were S~eculatives as. 
however skilled a man might be a t  stone-work, he remained a cowan until he 
received the Mason secrets by admission to  the Guild. As  to this Operative 
Guild, the Trade Guilds usually had power to admit menlbers of the trade / r ~ 7  
ot l r rrs ,  $0 i t  is no more surp>sing that  Ashmole was a Freemaso~i than  that  
Slr Philip Sydney a grocer. A t  the time of Ashmole's initiation the 
Freemasons were the governing body of the London trade and no other organisa- 
tion of Freemasons is known to have been in existence. 

Bro. T.  W. HANSON v i . i f e ~  :- 

Bro. Carter's paper on Provinc.al Warrants provides a standard by 
x-hich to judge individual Lodge Warrants like the one in the pcs-essiou of 
No. 61. The Lodge of Probity. Halifax. 

Ero. Carter draws attention to the personal character of the \F7arrant or 
' Deputation ' of the pre-l738 period to which No. 61 belongs. Henry 3Iarquis 
of Carnarvon, G.N. ,  and John Ward.  D.G.X. ,  are the only Grand Officers 
mentioned. We do not even get the G. Wardens mentioned. The other party 
to  the presents is simply John Senior. and he has no colleague of ally descrip- 
t1on. 

John Senior evidently looked upon the document as his personal possession 
for on June  24th. 1763, t ha t  is twenty-five years later the Lodge paid him 
1016 for the old Warrant .  They sent the original 1738 Deputation to Gland 
Lodge to be exchanged for a new fair copy. This transaction took two years. 
The present Warrant ,  tha t  is the 1765 copy of the 1738 original, tbe renewed 
Warrant ' as the IlIinutes style i t ,  is inscribed " His  gift " of Samuel Spenccr, 
G.S. Born a t  Halifax. Yorkshire. 

Can he be identified with the Samuel Spencer, Saddler Fenchurch St . .  
~ h o  subscribed to Calcott S ' Candid Disquieitlcn." 1769 ? 

The G.S. paid the five guineas that  3lichael Devon. D.G.S.'. charged for 
illmninating the Deputation. For ,  in 1763. the Lodge a t  Halifax sent £2.2.0 
as a gratuity to Bro. Spencer. I n  1765. along with their letter of thanks. they 
' also remit hi111 £2.2.0 as an annual present and £5.3.0 t o w a ~ d s  purchasing 
Candlesticks and Chairs for the Grand Lodge." 



On this artistic Devonian ' parchment is the signature C'ARNARVOW 
in the top left-hand corner. I surmise that  this was cut from the 1138 docunlent 
and neatly inlaid into the renewed Deputation, or else the whole parcllnlent is 
a palimpsest. 

The date tha t  J. Ward,  D.C.11.. put his halid to the deputation is 
August 1st. 1 7 3 8  The Engraved Lists give the date of constitution as 
12 July,  1738 Can this discrepancy in '  dates be explained ? 

I s  i t  a peculiarity of the Deputation of John Senior's that  in convening 
the Brethren. he had to  take special care that  the nlenlbers have been o r  hliall 
be  regularly made -7lasons? Do you think that  as there were in the town 
Erethren of the York Grand Lodge some of them may have petitioned nit11 the 
idea of changing their allegiance ? 

I t  is hard to say how very valuable the paper is to those like inyself ~7110 
are trying to squeeze out of an old doculllent all the history of the early days 
of the Lodge that  it might contain. 

Bro. T.  In. CARTER zmrites, in reply :- 

The approach to this subject was not altogether an easy matter and 
materials did not lie ready to  hand ,  of necessity it depended upon much 
correspondence with, and kind co-operation of. many others. I t  was soon clear, 
however, that  these Provincial Warrants had a definite part in the general 
oreanisation of the  Noderns in the latter half of the centurv. and tha t  their full 
significance could not be appreciated wlthout some comparison with other forins 
of ' Constitution. ' But insofar as my seco~ldary thesis came to be the part 
played by their Provincial activities in retaining the ascendancy of the Xoderns 
up  to the time of the Union,  i t  did seem that  in this limited regard the Foreign 
Lodges might be excluded " as not relevant to our enquiry. ' 

I do not deny tha t  these Foreign Provincial Lodges were in just the same 
relation to Grand Lodge as were the English Lodges, but  their nuinber had not 
quite the same bearing 011 the fortunes of the rival organisations, and hacl I 
attempted to deal thoroughly in detail with those issue., though much interesting 
matter might have resulted, i t  must hare delayed the conlpletion of my task for 
many nlonths or perhaps years. 

Bro. Daynes has added many interesting items to my own bald narrative, 
and there is really little of a controversial nature between us :  he does not quite 
like my suggestion of a conscious avoidance of Warrant  issues by the Xoderm 
until they felt the pressure of Antients rivalry, and I am quite content to leave 
the facts- to make their own impression on each student's i k n d .  

The fact that  the 1723 U o o h  of C ' o ? l c t t f u f i o u s  had to hold its on-11 against 
other publications of the ' Manuscript Constitutions " or Old Charges " ~ e e m s  
to me to  be a sufficient explanation of tha t  avoidance. and I have no great 
objection to  the view tha t  the leaders in Noderns Grand Lodge were simply 
content with their plan of Deputations and Engraved Lists-and did not 
deliberately ~veigh u p  the disadvantages of the Irish p lan:  but on the other 
hand. I do not think we need deny to them the fullest perspicacity and 
deliberation in the matter. and a realisation that  the i:sue of a Constituting 
Warrant  in the Irish form might be held to render the Book o f  C ' o n s t ~ t u t ~ o / i .  
less important. 

That the advent of the Antients Grand Lodge was the cause of their 
changing this plan is my owl1 contention as well as Bro, Daynes'. 

I do not state, as Bro. Daynes surmises, tha t  there are only four 
Deputations still in possession of Lodges-(Bro. Lane himself quotes others in 
his essay)-my statement is that  of the 47 Deputations mentioned in the 1738 
R .  of C. four are still in existence. 

I cannot quite accept the idea that  the surrender of Constitutio~ls 
nlentioned in the Grand Lodge 3Iinutes such as I have quoted were only 



formal verbal acts '-and tha t  no doculnent was returned to which (though 
erroneously) the name ' Constitution ' was given: the esp-ession " to prevent 
the Constitution f a l l i n ~  into bad hands " used 22 neceniber 1748. rather iinulies 
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that  some material docunleilt was being handled. 
Bro. Daynes goes into further and very interesting detail respecting 

pnblications of the Old Charges. relative to  my insistence on the significance of 
the word " printed " in the  early Deputations, and admits t ha t  the word used 
there is for distinction from those other publications -uhich is my own pivotal 
argument. 

I agree that  the actual uses to  which the publication of the Constitutions 
and Charges were put are difficult to prove: it is generally admitted that  the 
Manuscript Charges in early days had esoteric uses in Lodge.-the Sanction of 
l738 B. of C. has the warning ' against usiug any other Eook as n L o d g e  Booh..'' 
and the P o c k e t  ( ' o m p c i ~ ~ ~ o i l ,  printed the matter of which esoteric use could be 
made, and coninla~icled a large sale; I do not contend for more than that .  

I t  is gratifying to have Bra. Hanson's kind appreciation of the value of 
the material I have been able to collect and i t  is with a view to h e l u i n ~  others 
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to squeeze out the interest in the old docwnents tha t  the concise tabular state- 
ments have been prepared. 

The copy of the 1738 Deputation re-issued to The Lodge of Probity. 
Halifax. is more fully dealt with in the part of this Faper which is to follow. 
It had a wide influence in later Yorkshire issues. Bro. Hanson's suggestion that  
i t  is a palimpsest is interesting, as one way of accounting for t h e  Carnarvon 
signature; but  i t  is certainly not tha t .  I n  1738 Deputations were not issued 
on vellum of tha t  size-usually they were hand-written on quite a small piece 
of paper: nluch more likely is i t  for the name to have been copied as nearly 
as he could in facsimile by i\Iichael Devon. there is nothing more irregular in 
tha t  than in Samuel Spencer. G.S., signing in l765 his name as " Witness ' to 
a doculllent dated 1738. 

Bro. Hanson will notice tha t  the espression " have been or shall be 
regularly made 1Iasons " is also used in the Rachdale Warrant  which is quoted 
in full. I t  is a form very coll~lllonly used. 



A MODERNS LODGE IN THE HANDS OF 
THE ANTIENTS. 

H E N  arranging some Certificates 111 the Jersey Llbrary one 
issuecl in 1765 by the 3loderns " Lodge Xo. 1 particularly 
arrested my attention, as ~t not only was ~lgiled by a Seilior 
and a Jmnor  Deacon but it bore a g 111 ~ n k .  This is a copy 
of the Certificate - 

And the Darknezs Complehended i t  not 

By the Wor~hipfull  Xaster Wardens Deacons. 
and Secretary of the Free And Accepted I\lasons 
No. 1,  of the Registrey of the Islallds of 
Guernsey, Jersey. Alderney & Sark, held in the 
Island of Jersey 

These are to Certify that  the Bearer hereof our Worthy 
Brother Philip Benest was propelly prepar'd Dnely Enter'd faith- 
fully past and Honestly Rais'cl a Master Xason in the Above 
Worshipfull Body, has hehav'd always very Vpright and Concluced 
as far  as his Abilitys and Endearoitrs would permit towards the 
&t in tenance  and Support of the Craft & may he Legally Admitted 
into any Assembly of DIasons whererer held or Congregated. 

Given lulder the hands & Seal of the Lodge this first 
I)ay of -4pril Year of Salvatioll l765 of lGTasonry 
5765- 

To all Nasons C'. Shirreff Master 
Wherever held 0 W111. Ellis Sr. 1 TT. Erown Sr.  

Phil. Fall J r .  !Wardens or Congregated 
8 

Alexr. Canlpbell J r .  I 

Am.  D'Aubant Secry. " 

These unu-ual features on a 3loderns Certificate warrantecl further 
iave~tlgation.  but the Lodge haviilg been erased as far  back as 1812, and no 
books having survived. the prospects of success were not promising. Lane 
shows that  the Lodge was erected ii; Jersey in 1765. the same year as the 
Certificate U-as issued, under the name of Lodge KO.  l " and with the original 
number of 349. which after the usual reliumberings became 197 in 1192. and 
further discoveries chowed that  the Warrant had been issued by Thomas DobrBe, 
Provincial Grand Master for thc Challnel Islands, appointed in 1153 by Lord 
Caryefort. Grand Master in the Origilial, or 3loderns Grand Lodge. 
Thomas Dobrge was a Xerchant livmg in Guernsey. and appears to have 
interfered but little in ,7lasonic affairs in Jersey: in fact, his only recordecl 
activities in the latter Islaucl are the issue of this Warrant and one other in 
1788 for a Lodge called " Pnion No. 2. '  The TTTarrant for Union No. 2 is 



a f t e r  founding the Lodge No. 1 at TTThitchnrch. Shirreff was instrunlental 
in getting four others started in the county, one of which the Salopian No. 262. 
is still in esistence. he then procured the appointment of a Provincial Grand 
Xaster, and was himself invested as Deputy, and in this office established a 
Provincial organisation. and himself carried out most of the practical busine-S 
of the Province. During his tenure of office as D.P.G.11. an incident is 
recorded having a direct bearing on his nlethod of working : while presiding 
in a ~ r o v i n r i a l  Festival in 1790. an exalted 3Iasonic Visitor. viho there is good 
reaFon for concluding to have been Ero. Thomas Dunckerley. a t  that  time 
Provincial Grand Master of the neiehbonrine Province of Hereford. took 
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occasion to correct several details in Shirreff S working. which naturally started 
a dispute. which in time was probably the reason tha t  he was not re-appointed 
to the Deputyship. and caused his retirement from the Province. 

One can imagine the  pained indignation of Bro, Dunckerley, a t  tha t  time 
one of the most pronlinent men in the Xoderns cause. a t  seeing the practice of 
Antient ritual and ceremonies, in what was considered a Modern Provincial 
Assembly, and,  on the other hand,  i t  is easy to  picture the  suppressed wrath of 
the retired Xajor ,  with thir ty years of Masonic experience behind him, and his 
Ne plus Ultra degree. a t  being openly corrected when presiding in his own 
Province. There was bound to be trouble when two such personalities met. 

A significant conlment on the subject in dispute is an entry in the 
X n u t e s  of the Salopian Lodge, under Shirreff's jurisdiction, eight months after 
this affair: ' Resolved tha t  in future the Lodge be formed with the Wardens 
" in the West agreeable to the Vsage of Grand Lodge-that the office of 

Deacons be abolished and Stewards appointed in their stead. '  This gives us 
a strong1 hint of the previous custonls introducing into the county, by the 
D.P.G.11. who. as far  as we can see. was a t  the foundation of the Whitchurcl~ 
Lodge the only person with a worlring knowledge of the cerenlonies. 

When constituting this Lodge, he obtained the help of three Master 
31asons from Cheshire, and the four of them raised a Fellow Craft of thirteen 
years' standing in tha t  degree: the five then formed the new Lodge and 
proceeded to work. 

I t  was no doubt in a somewhat similar manner that  he started the Lodge 
No. 1 in Jersey. and being on virgin ground he would impress his nlethod of 
working on the newly-made Brethren. and i t  would becolne the only possible 
ritual for the Lodge in the fu ture :  and further,  the Island being somewhat 
isolated in those clays fro111 the centres of Masonic kno\vledge, his system would 
be transmitted to future generations. Of this there are hints in several peculiar 
details. noticeable in the Is la id  workings to this day,  and there is a strong 
I : ~ ~ ~ i l ~ i l i t y  tha t  in them we have survivals of the customs introduced by Bro. 
Shirreff, fresh from America, in 1765. 

I n  laying the foundations of Lodge No. 1 Jersey. i t  is ecident tha t  
Shirreff laid truly and well, for not only clid the Lodge last for forty-tvo years. 
but  it handed on the successioil which has never failed to the present day. 
and be i t  noted, all the  Lodges tha t  followed i t .  down to the Union. n.orkecl 
the Antient system, but .  avoiding the error made by the first LIaster, obtained 
their Warrants from the Duke of Atholl. 

That  Lodge No. 1 continued in the way it started is clearly proved by 
the evidence tha t  can be procluced for the year 1795. About tha t  time the 
Island of Jersey. and the Lodge. were experiencing a period of great prosperity, 
owing to the influx of Royalist refugees from France, and a big BIilitary 
establishnlent sent over from England, and we find tha t  the Royal Arch and 
Knight Templar degrees were both being conferred under the sanction of the 
Craft warrant .  I n  the Vonberg Collection are two silver seals. one for the 
Royal Arch and one for the Knight Templar degree. both being inscribed 
' Lodge No'. 1 S t .  Heliers Jersey " which art. obvioudy intended for the 



sealing of certificates of those degrees. As the Loclge took in upwards of forty 
candidates. m o ~ t l y  Nilitary officers. in the course of less than two years. these 
degrees were probably well patronized. 

There is also in the C'rowe Collection in Grand Lodge a Craft Certificate 
issued by this Lodge to Francis Lauzaa and dated 20th November 1795, and 
anlong the inembers signing it four place R.' .A.' .  after their names. one K.'.T. ' . ,  
one S.'.P.'.R.'. +. nhile the letters h.'.P.'. cccur after one name and . c.'.d.'. after 
another. 

We may. I think,  fairly conchtde that  the Autient working initiatecl by 
Bro. Shirreff into this 310der.n Lodge was so firmly rooted. that  it continued 
until the end. which came in 1812. when No. 197 was erased from the Register. 
By this time. ho~vever, there vere four active Antient Lodges established in 
Jersey. one of them still in existence strong and prosperous ancl we Inay well 
espress our gratitude to the gallant I la jor ,  who. notwithstanding his peculiarities 
and his langhable mistakes. planted a seed in the Island that  has since borne 
good fruit .  

NOTES AND QUERIES. 

HE WARRANT OF UNION, No. 2, JERSEY.-The reference 
to this Lodge by Bro. Knocker in his article on Major C. 
Sllirreff gives the opportunity of printing the followillg Note by 
Bro. Charles H. Wilson, the Provincial Grand Secretary. and 
a reproduction of the Warrant ,  from a photograph which he 
has kindly supplied. Bro. Wilson writes:- 

The Warrant  herewith reproduced is another example of 
permission to form a new Lodge being given by a 
Provincial Grand Master. R t .  Wor.  Bro :  T. Dobree was 
appointed. 1753. by the Moderns as the first Provincial 
Grand Mastei. for Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney. Sarke 
and Arme, in ye British Channell." Bro. Charles 
Coutanche, first Xaster of the Union Lodge. No. 2 ,  was 
initiated in the Dundee Arms Lodge No. 9. (now Old 
Dundee, No. 18) 13th September 1781. The Union 
Lodge No. 2. does not appear in Lane's ilfasonic Becords .  
which only gives Union Lodge iYo. 1, and Bro. Charles. 
Coutanche joined this on 24 Ju ly  1794. when the name 
was returned as Charles Coutainch ( s i c )  age 39. 
Nerchant.  Jersey. 







OBITUARY. 

T is with much regret we have to record the death 
followiilg Brethren :- 

John Anley, of London. on 10th December. 192 
Brother held the rank of P .Pr .G.St .B.  for Essex, ns 
L .R . .  and L.C.R.  H e  was elected to nlenlbership 
Correspondence Circle in Nay .  1904. 

of the 

7. o u r  
well as 
of our 

T. Foley Bache, of West Bromwich. on 16th December. 1927. Bro. 
Bache held the rank of P .Pr .G.D. .  and P.Pr .G.Sc.E.  H e  was a Life Nember 
of our Correspondence Circle, which he joined in March. 1903. 

Arthur George Edward Barnes, of London, 011 10th December. 1927. 
Our Brother was a member of Unity Lodge No. 1637 and joined our 
Correspondence Circle in Xarch.  1921. 

Robert Bridge, of Colayn Bay. N.\J7ales. on 25th December. 1927. 
Bro. Bridge held the rank of P .P r .G .D. ,  ancl P.Pr.G.Treas.  (R.A.) for East 
Lancs. He  had been n nleiuber of our Correspondence Circle since June,  1908. 

Willliam Jones Greer, of Newport, AIo11.. in August, 1927. Our 
Brother was a member of Isca Lodge No. 683 and of the R .A.  Chapter attached 
thereto. IIe was elected to menlbership of our Correspondellce Circle in 
Janu,iry, 1919. 

John William Hardy, of Swmsen, on 27th June.  1927. Bro. Hnrdy 
was a member of Dr .  James Griffith I-Id1 Lodge No. 3161 and of Virtue ancl 
Hope Chapter No. 237. H e  had been a member of our Correspondence Circle 
since June.  1918. 

Percy Harrison, I .C.S. .  of Allahabad. in 1926. Our Brother held the 
rank of P.Dis.G.R., and P.Dis.G.Sc.N.. for Bengal. I joined our 
Correspondence Circle in Blarch. 1897. 

Henry Humphries, of Bath.  on 26th December. 1927. Bro. Hunlphries 
held the rank of P .Pr .G.S.B. ,  and P.Pr.A.G.So. I-Ie was elected to membership 
of our Correspondence Circle in May, 1908. 

John Russell Kennedy, of Tokio, on 16th January 1928. Our Brother 
was P .M.  of Tokio Lodge No. 2015. H e  became n member of our Correspondence 
Circle in May. 1919. 

Sir George Anthony King, i\I.A., of London, on 17th January.  1928. 
Bro. King had nttdined the rank of P m t  Grand Dencon and Past  Deputy Grand 
Registrar (R.A.) .  H e  had been a member of our Correspondence Circle since 
Juae .  1908. 

William Thomas Knaggs, of Wolsingham. S.O..  Co. Durham. on 16th 
November. 1927. Our Brother held the  rank of P .P r .G .D. ,  nnd P.Pr.G.S.B. 
(R.A.) .  H e  was elected to membership of our Correspondence Circle in May, 
1908. 



Nathaniel Phillips Lardner, of London.  011 7 th  Febru,iry. 1928. Bro.  
Lardner  held t h e  r a n k  of P ~ s t  Ass l s tmt  Grand  St'mclnrd Bearer a n d  P a s t  
Assistant G r a n d  Dlrector of Clere~nonies ( R . A . ) .  H e  joined our Cor,respoadence 
Circle i n  X a y ,  1916. 

Adolph I. Ludlow, of London,  on 15th October, 1927. Our Brother  was 
:I menlber of S t .  Leonnrd Lodge No. 1766. H e  became a member of our 
Ccrrespondence Circle i n  N n y .  1922. 

Duncan Arrol Macfarlane, of Buenos Aires. on 7 th  October, 1927. Bro.  
3lacfarlane was a member of Excelsior Lodge No. 617 a n d  of t h e  Chapter  attnched 
thereto. H e  was a Llfe  Nemlser of our  Correspondence Circle. w h ~ c h  he  joined 
IU October, 1905. 

Charles Montchal, of Geneva. on 20th February .  1928. Bra, Nontchal  
was a menlber of L Union des Coeurs Lodge. H e  was elected t o  nlenlbership 
of our Correspondence Circle i n  B I ~ r c h .  1911. 

Rev.  Honyel Gough Rosedale, D . D . ,  F . S . A . ,  F . R . S . L . ,  of London, on 
I d t h  J a n u a r y ,  1928. Our  Brother  had a t ta ined  t h e  rnnk  of P a s t  Grand  
Chaplain and  P a s t  Grand  Sojourner. I l e  h a d  lee11 a member of our 
Correspondence Circle since N a y ,  1906. 

Alfred Edwin Sainsbury, of Alnwick. Northumberland.  Bro. Sainsburv 
was a nlenlber of Alnwick Lodge No. 1167 and  of t h e  X o r p e t h  Chapter  No. 636. 
H e  was elected t o  men~bersh ip  of our Correspondence Circle i n  1Tay. 1918. 

George Sidorow, of Helsingfors, i n  1927. Our Brother  was a member 
of Lodge S t .  Augus t in ,  and joined our  Correspondence Circle i n  1923. 

Samuel Brook Sykes, of Liverpool, on 9 t h  December. 1927. Bro.  Sylres 
had  at ta ined t h e  r a n k  of P . P r . G . D . C .  H e  was elected t o  nlembership of our  
Correspondence Circle i n  October, 1919. 

The  H o n .  George W. Tyler, of Bel ton.  Textis. 011 11th October. 1927. 
Our Bro ther  had  held office as Grand Xas te r .  ancl had  been x member of our 
Correspondence Circle since N a r c h ,  1920. 

Edward D. Vanderleith, of C';lrson City. Nevada.  Bro.  Vnnderleith 
nws i n  office as Grand  Secretary. H e  was elected t o  nleilllsership of our 
Correspondence Circle i n  October. 1911. 
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THE QUATUOR CORONATI LODGE No. 2076, LONDON, 
was warranted on the 28th November, 1884, in order 

1.-To ~ r o v i d e  a centre and bond of union for JIasonic Students. 
%-TO attract  intefligent Masons to i ts  meetings, in order to imbue them with a love for &.sonic research. 
%-To submit t he  discoreries or conclusions of students to the judgment and cri t icis~u of their fellows by 

means of papers read in  Lodge. 
4.-To submit these communications and the cliscussions arising therefrom to the general body of the  Craft  by 

publishing, a t  proper intervals, the Transactions of the Lodge in their entirety. 
5.-To tabulate concisely, i n  the  printed Transactions of the Lodge, the progress of the  Craft throughout the  

World. 
6.-To make the  English-speaking Craft  acquainted v i t h  the progress of Masonic study abroad, by translations 

(in whole or part)  of foreign aorks.  
7.-To reprint scarce and raluable works on Freemaso~iry, and to publish Manuscripts, &c. 
8.-To form a Masonic Library and 3Iuseum. 
%-To acquire permanent London premises, and open a reading-room for the members. 

The membership is  limited to forty, in order to prevent the Lodge from becoming unwieldy. 
No members are admitted without a high literary, a~ t i s t i c ,  or scientific qualification. 
The annual subscription is one guinea, ancl the fees for initiation and joining are tventy  guineas and five 

guineas respectively. 
The funds are wholly devoted to Lodge and hterary purposes, and no portion is  spent in refreshment. The 

members usually dine together after the  meetings, but a t  their own i n d i ~ i d u a l  cost. Visitors, who are cordia lb  
welcome, enjoy the option of partaking-on the same terms-of a meal a t  the common table. 

The stated meetings are the first Friday in January, March, May, and October, St. John's Day (in Harvest). 
and the 8th November (Feast of the  Quatuor Coronati). 

At every meeting a n  original paper is read, which is followed by a discussion. 

The T r n r w z c f i o n s  of the Lodge, .4rs Quatztor C o r o r ~ n f o r ~ ~ i n ,  are published towards the  end of April, July, 
and December in each year. They contain a sumlnary of the business of the Lodge, the full text of the  papers read 
in Lodge together with the discussions, many essays communicated by the brethren but for which no time can be 
found a t  the meetings, biographies, historical notes, reviews of Masonic pnblications, notes and queries, obituary, 
and other matter. They are profusely illustrated and handsomely printed. 

The Antiquarian Reprints of the Lodge, C)ztntzror C o ~ o n n t o r l t m  . I n f i g r n p h n ,  appear a t  undefined intervals, 
and consist of facsinliles of documents of JJnsonic interest nit11 commentaries or introductions by brothers well informed 
on the subjects treated of. 

The Library has now been arranged a t  No. 27, Great Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn  Fields, London, where Members 
of both Circles may consnlt the boolrs on application to the Secretary. 

To the Lodge is attached an  outer or 
E 

CORRESPONDENCE CIRCLE. 

This was inaugurated in  January,  1587, and now nulnbers about 3500 members, comprising many of the most 
distinguished brethren of the  Craft, such as BIasonic Students and Kri ters ,  Grand Masters, Grand Secretaries, and 
nearly 300 Grand Lodges, Supreme Councils, Private Lodges, Jibraries and other corporate bodies. 

The members of our Correspondence Circle are placed on the follo~ring footing:- 
1.-The summonses convoking the meeting are postecl to them regularly. They are entitled to attend all the  

meetings of the Lodge whenever convenient to themselves, lmt, unlike the  members of the Inner  Circle, their  attendance 
is not even morally obligatory. When present they are entitled to take part  i n  the discussions on the papers read before 
the Lodge, and to introduce their  personal friends. They are not visitors a t  our Lodge meetings, but rather associates 
of the Lodge. 

2.-The printed T r n n s n c f i o n s  of the Lodge are posted to them as  issued. 
3.-They are, equally with the  full members, entitled to sul~scribe for the  other publications of the Lodge, such 

as those mentioned under No. 7 above. 
&.-Papers from Correspondence Vembers are gratefully accepted, and as far  as possible, recorded in  the  

T m n s a c t i o n s .  
5.-They are ac&rded free admittance to our Library and Reading Rooms. 
A Candidate for l le~nbership  in the Corres$ondence Circle is  subject to no literary, artistic, or scientific 

qualification. His election talies place a t  the Lodge-meeting following the receipt of his application. 
Brethren elected to the Correspondence Circle pay a joining fee of tventy-one shillings, which includes the  

subscription to the following 30th Norember. 
The annual subscription is  only half-a-guinea (10s. Gcl.) ,  and i; renenal~le each December for the following year. 

Brethren joining us late i n  the year suffer no disadvantage, as they receive all the Transac t ions  previously issued in 
the same year. 

It will thus be seen tha t  for only half the annnal subscription, the members of the Correspondence Circle 
enjoy all the advantages of the fnll members, except the rlgllt of voting in Lodge matters and holding office. 

Members of both Circles are requested to favour the Secretary with comm~~nications to be read in Lodge and 
subsequently printed. Yembers of foreign jurisdictions mill, ne  trust, keep us posted from time to time in the current 
Masonic history of their districts. Foreign members can render still fnrther assistance by furnishing us a t  intervals 
with the names of nem Masonic Works published al~road, together with any printed reviews of such publications. 

Members should a k o  hear i n  mind tha t  every additional member increases our power of doing good by 
publishing matter of interest to them. Those, therefore, nlio have already experienced the  advantage of association 
with US, are urged to advocate our came to their  personal fliends, and to induce them to join us. Were each 
member annually to send us one new member, we should soon be in a position to offer them many more advantages 
than we already proride. Those who can help us in no other way, can do so in this. 

Every Master Mason in  good standing throughout the Universe, and all Lodges, Chapers, and Masonio 
Libraries or other corporate bodies are eligible as Members of the Correspondence Circle. 



FRIDAY, MAY, 

KF: Lodge met a t  Freemasons' Hall a t  .5 p.m. Present:-Bros. 
G. Norman. P.A.G.D.C.. TT.3I. : Lionel TTibert, A.G.D.C., P.?rl., as 
S : J. Walter Hobbs, P.A.G.D.C.. J.D., as J . W .  ; E d ~ a r d  
Armitage, P.G.D. Treasnrer: W. J. Songhurst, P.G.D.. Secretary: 
Gordon P .  G. Hllls P.A.G.Sup.W., P.M.. D.C. : TT. J. Williams, 
1.G. : Thos. 11. Carter. P .Pr  G.St.B., Bristol, Sten-. ; E. H. Dring, 
P.G.D., P.M. ; and J .  Heron Lepper. P.G.D.. Ireland. P.31. 

Also the following members of the Coliespondence Circle :-Bros. Ed. B. Holmes, 
G. 0. Heion, A. I. House, Arthur Heiron, Ivor gran than^ Jas. T17. Butler, TV. H. 
Pocklington P.A.G.Pt.. Rohert Colsell P.A.G.D.C., F .  C. Stoate. F.  TT. Golby 
P.A.G.D.C.. TV. Young Hucks F. B. Box. E. S. 31. P e r o ~ m e  Gilbert S. Foyle J. TT. T. 
Mason. Chas. H .  Bestor, A. W.  H .  Jones H .  A. Rlatheson. TIT. 1. J. Gun. H. 
Johnson, T. H.  Thacker, 9'. Davie. C. A. Bustin. E .  TV. RIarson J. H.  Clarlr, Albert D. 
Boml, Le-& Edn a d s ,  L.  G. Wealing. F .  J. Asbury, P.A.G.D.C. Wm. Lenis, P.  H .  
Horley, Ed. M. Phillips, H. Bladon P.G.St.B. F .  Bare, G. C. Willlams TV. Francis, 
R.  Cropley Davies, Allan Ramsap. Thos. F. Griggs. G. C. Pnrlihurst Baxter, F .  W. 
Le Tall. 4.  Regnaulcl. C. F. Sylres, R .  Wheatley, I. Nesteroff, G. W. Richmond. E. D. 
Side L.  Sykes, A. E .  Gurney. B. Ivanoff TT'. Brinliworth. X-. Emerson. P.  T. Leigh, 
Geo. D. Pooley, and E. F. Adams. 

Also the follov-ing ITisitors :-Bros. F. Adams. Cator Lodge Xo. 2266; F.  W. 
Torrens S.W., Bond of Friendship Lodge So.  4353. Tom TTood, Stanhope Lodge 
S o .  1269; Ronald H. Goner S.D.. Red~voocl Lodge No. 3411; A. B. Reavis. B.B. 
Fiench Lodge No. 15. \17ashington. D.C. ; A. A. Brazier, J.D., Borough of Shoreditch 
Lodge KO. 3064: Chas. Buckingham C r a p '  Valley Lodge KO. 2147: TT. H. Leger, 
Queen _Maryls Lodge S o .  332'i and C. W. Ran-ley, Hygeia Lodge KO. 2664. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance nere reported from Bros. S.  T. IClein, 
L.R., P.M. ; Gilbert W. Daynes, S.D. ; Rer.  H .  Poole, P.Pr.G.Ch., \Testmorlrtnd & 
Cumber land, S.W. ; Rodk. H .  Baster P.A.G.D.C., P . X .  ; John Stokes P.G.D., 
Pr.B.G.M., West k-orks.. P.31.: H.  C. de Lafontalne. P.G.D. J . W . :  Rev. W. W. 
Covey-Crump, I.P.31: J. T. Thorp. P.G.D.. P.31.; F. J. TV. Crone P.A.G.D.C., 
P.M. : and Cecil Ponlell, P.G.D., P.N.  

The Congratulations of the Lodge nere offered to  the following Jlenibers of 
t h e  Lodge and Correspondence Circle. n-110 had been hononred n-it11 appointments and 
promotions a t  the recent Festival of Grand Lodge:-Dr. J. H. Earls. Grand Deacon; 
Xajor T G. L.  Lumley Smith. C. J .  Drummond. F. TV. Hancocli. Lieut.-Col. G. I. 
Davys, and George Harvey. Past Grand Deacons; Rev. W. S. Hildesley Assistant 
Grand Chaplain Lieut.-Col. R.  F. BIoresby T17hite. W. G. A. Edwards. G. nevelyan 
Lee. Stanley W. Rodgers. and Herbert Woods Past Assistant Grand Registrars; A. N. 
rGarrard Bssistant Grand Superintendent of TTorlrs . Herbeit Dunlierley. Past Assistant 
Grand Superintendent of Works; Lionel TTibert. Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies; 
L. F .  Dunnett, J. G. Robeson. W. F .  Coclxell F. Fislr, H .  J. Goodwin, G. E .  Leslie, 
Peter Lemis, C. A. Loxton, W. A. B. Pailthorpe and B. Silverston, Past Assistant 
Grand Directors of Ceremonies. Herbert Broad, Grand Standard Bearer: J. G. Austin 
and S. TV. Heaton, Past  Grand Standard Bearers; G. Vere JIontagne and R. H .  
Marks. Assistant Grand Standard Bearers: and R. J. Hennings and W. E. Stiffin, 
Past Assistant Grand Standard Bearers. 

Four Lodges, one Lodge of Instruction, one Study Circle and one hundred and 
-fifty-four Brethren mere eleoted to  membership of the  Correspondence Circle. 

Bro, W. J. TILLIAJ~S read the following paper:- 



T r u ~ ~ s a c t ~ o n s  of the  Qzrnt~ lor  Coronati Lodge. 

ARCHBISHOP BECKET AND THE MASONS' COMPANY 

OF LONDON. 

BY RRO. TV. J .  WILLIAi l lS .  

OWARDS the end of 1927 I was searching for Wills of Masons 
and Freemasons registered in the  Books kept a t  the  Probate 
Registry, Somerset House, and came upon the  Calendars 
relating to Wills proved in the Conunissary Court of London. 
Fortunately these Calendars in many cases state t he  occupations 
of the Testators and so i t  was comparatively easy to  select 
such grants of Probate and Administration as related to the  
Wills and Estates of Masons and Freemasons. 

The Calendars consulted go back as far  as the year 1374. The Register 
known as " Courtney " covers the period 1374 to  1400 and the  three following 
are " Broun " 1401 to 1417, " Nore " 1418 to 1438, " Prowet" 1439 to 1449. 
Later Registers consulted extend to the year 1603. 

Lists of the names and descri~tions of Testators who were Masons and 
Freemasons, found during the period consulted have been accepted for publication 
in A.Q.C., together with similar lists extracted from the  records of the  Arch- 
deaconry Court of London during the period 1368 t o  1781. 

The lists of names and occupations were in themselves interesting to  us as 
Freenlasons, bu t  i t  was questionable whether anything of i\lasonic interest would 
be found by consulting the  Registers themselves. These Registers are large 
parchment volumes containing copies of the original Wills, made a t  the time of 
Probate being granted. 

However, i t  seemed worth while to look a t  some of the most anient Wills. 
By what may seem a strange coincidence the  very first Will I looked a t  proved 
to be of great  interest and importance. 

It was the Will of William Hancock in the Courtney Register, dated 
12th February 138819, and proved in the Commissary Court on 4. April 1389. 
I t  may be mentioned tha t  these early Registers are all written in Ecclesiastical 
Latin sometimes abbreviated and written in the method of t ha t  age, so i t  is not 
always easy to  transliterate the  writing. 

The following is a full  copy of the Will as transcribed for me by an 
expert in such matters:- 

(Extracted from the Register a t  Probate Registry, Somerset House.) 
Commissary Court London 177 Courtney 

Will of William Hancock 
(N.B.-A11 abbreviations have been expanded.) 

I n  Dei nomine Amen. Ego Willelmus Hancock mason duo decirno 
die mensis Februarii in bona memoria Anno Domini millesimo 
CCC LXXXVIII condo testamentum meum in hunc modum. 
Imprimis leg0 anirnam meam omnipotenti Deo beatae mariae matri 
ejus et omnibus sanctis et corpus meunl ad sepellendium in magno 
Cimeterio sancti Pauli  Londoni. I tem lego capellano parrochii 
ecclesiae Sanctae Fidis ubi sum parrochianus xiid. I tem lego 



superiori cleric0 ejusdem ecclesiae viiid. I tem leg0 subclerico dictae 
ecclesiae iiiid. I tem lego fraternitati de masons Londoni fundatae 
apud sanctum Thonlam de Acres si id.  I tem leg0 fratribus ordinis 
predicatorum et  nlinorunl videlicet utrique ordini xxxd. pro uno 
Trentale missarum. I tem Xartino Whykhanl capellano xiid. 
Residuum omnium bonorum meorum non legatorum do e t  leg0 
Johannae uxori meae u t  debita mea acquietet e t  pro anima mea e t  
sepulturo corpis mei disponat et ordinet prout videbitur Deo placere 
et saluti animae nleae proficere hujus autem testamenti mei facio et 
ordino dictam Johannam uxorenl meam solam executricem et Thomam 
Prentys supervisorem hujus autem testamenti mei. I n  cujus rei 
testimonium huic presenti testamento nleo sigillunl meum apposui. 
Datum Londoni die et anno supra dictis. 

Probate granted iiij Kals April 1389 

I t  will be noted tha t  William Rancock is described as a Alas011 and tha t  
the Will includes a legacy in the following words:- 

Item lego fraternitati de masons Loildoni fundatae apud Sanctum 
I Thomam de Acres X I I d .  

This being translated is :- ' I tem I bequeath to the Fraternity of LIasons London 
C founded a t  S t .  Thonlas of Acres twelvepence.' 

Brother Conder, in his very important Records of the  Hole Craft and  
E'elowshzp of J iuso~ls ,  London, 1894, had been very much hampered by the fact 
that  the Company had no records earlier than  the seventeenth century although 
the grant of Arms of the  Masons' Company of the  City of London as granted 
in 1472 had been discovered and was reproduced in Brother Conder S boolr. 

Bro. Vibert in his work Freemasonry before t l r ~  E m  of Grancl Lodge<. 
says ' Our craft is English when i t  first comes to light in history about 1400 
A.D." 

I n  A S e w  I-zelc~ of L o ~ l d o n  (by J .  Eat ton )  published London, 1708, the 
following occurs a t  p. 611 :- 

Nasons Hal l ,  situate in i\Iasons Ally in Bazing hall Street as 
you pass to Coleman Street. This Company was Incorporated about 
the year 1410, having been called the Free X c i ~ o n s ,  a Fraternity of 
great account who have been honoured by several Kings and very 
many of the  Nobility and Gentry being of their Society. They are 
governed by a Naster ,  2 Wardens, 25 Assistants and there are 65 
on the Livery, the  Fine for which is 51. and tha t  for Steward 101. 
They may take one Apprentice and after chosen Warden 2. Their 
Armorial Ensigns are, A ure o n  n Chevron between S Castles argent 
a pair of C ' o ~ ~ z p a w s  sonze~clhnt ertended of t7ie 1 s t .  Crest a Castle of 
t h e  ?d. 

This has been fully extracted as i t  indicates the idea prevailing in 1708, 
which xas  not long before the  formation of Grand Lodge in 1717. 

The date of incorporation could not be given precisely or the expression 
" about 1410 " would not have been used. 

I11 Hro. Conder's book (opposite page 250) IS a reproduction of a Plate 
in Le Clerc's Architecture, 1724, with a Dedication beginning :-" To the nlaster 
" and Wardens of the Worshipful Comp'. of zktn.io~te London. May i t  please 
'your  Worships. This Company was incorpated in anno 1410 having been 

called the Freemasons. ' 
So far as the City of London is concerned several Companies seem to hare  

emerged into something approaching Incorporation towards the end of the 
fourteenth century. For instance, the Mercers Company which I-Iatton describes 
(p. 611) as the first of the twelve Companies is said to  have been Incorporated 
Anno 1393. Perhaps the position as to the Chronology of the Companies under 
whatever t ~ t l e .  l l is tery Craft or otherwise they may have been described, is. 



for the present purpose sufficiently summed up in Toll-nsend S Xrrncial of Dates 
(Edn.  1877) :- 

Companies (England). Trade guilds are mentioned in Jzrdicca 
( ' iu ; tc~ t i s  L o n r l o ~ ~ i m  compiled by King Athelstan. and other Anglo- 
Saxon laws: and they therefore existed as early as in 939. The 
Company of Steelyard Nerchant ,~  settled in  England before 967, and 
the  original foundation of the Saddlers' Company is referred to the 
same period. Henry I .  (1100-1135) granted a charter to the  weavers 
and is supposed t,o have established the first Anglo-Norman guild. 
I n  the  reign of Henry 11, trade guilds were common institutions, 
and their formation was .,encouraged by tha t  king and his successors 
John  and Henry  111. The Chief Conlpanies styled Honourable 
Incorporated A.D. 1327 Gol~dsmit,hs : 1327 Slrinners ; 1345 Grocers ; 
1365 Vinters: 1394 Xercers: 1430 Drapers (six others follow). 

Townsend then gives a list of the other companies (who are styled Worshipful). 
1110-1135 Reign of Henry  I .  Weavers: 1115 Bakers 1233 Parish Clerks; 
1272 Saddlers  1383 Leather Sellers: 1410 Cordmainers 1411 I\lasons 1417 
Cutlers (and about 70 others). 

The reference t o  King Athelstan and the Jcrdzcn C7uitatis Londonrcti is 
interesting. as i t  may be the  foundation for the  statement ill the  Regius Poem 
that  the Masons Craft came into England in time of good King Athelstone's 
clay and was then regulated as by the said Poem appears. 

Resuming in the  fourteenth century-the following two items indicate the 
non-existence a t  the  times nlentioned of any definite governing body for the self 
regulation of the  conduct of members of the Craft. 

I n  Letter  book C. of the  City of London a t  fol. X X I I I .  is a record 
translated a t  p .  38 of H. T. Riley's Xenlorrtrls of London arm? London  Life 
(Longman S 1868) :- 

Terms of reconciliation of t x o  Master masons 
26 Edward I. A.D. 1298. 

On &Ionday the morrow of S t .  Lanrence (10 Aug.)  in the 
26th year of the  reign of King Edward there came before Henry 
le Galeys, Mayor, Thomas Romeyn, William de Leyre, Geoffrey de 
Nortone. Walter de Feyingfeud and certain other Aldermen, BIaster 
Sinlon de l'abinghanl and Master Richard de Wetham, masons, who 
were then reconciled as to certain abusive words which had before 
passed between them. And the agreement was to this effect:-that 
the  said Simon and Richard did grant each for himself t ha t  if either 
of them should be able to give iiifornlation against the  other that  
he had by the  same abusive words or in deed, conunitted trespass 
against the other, and such person should upon the  faith of two 
trustworthy witnesses be found guilty thereof, he should give 100 
shillings towards the fabric of London Bridge: and they further 
agreed tha t  in case such person sliould not do so the  Chamberlain 
sl~ould cause the  same amount to be levied &c. 

It seems a reasonable inference from this tha t  the old Masonic charge 
as to refraining froin abusive epithets was not (if i t  were in existence a t  all) 
capable of being adjudicated upon by any then existing organised body of 
3Iasons. There can be little doubt tha t  an organisation of son10 sort existed 
in respect of t ha t  and several trades. Dr .  Sharpe in his Zntrodzlction to  
I iust ing TT'ills (Vol. I I . ,  p. li .),  has a note-" By one of the  new articles for 
the government of the  City which received the sanction of the  King (Edward 11.) 
in 1319 no inhabitant of the  City could be made free of the  City except through 
n ' mistery.' " 

The second extract from Riley's book is translated from the  Latin and 
Norman-French of Letter Book G. of the City of London, fol. xli. It is 



transcribed in Gould's H ~ s t o r ! ,  of Preemaso~zry .  Vol. I . .  pages 341-3. and consists 
of Regulations for the  trade of Masons:- 

30 Edward 111. A.D. 1356. 

A t  a congregation of the Xayor and Aldermen holden on the  
Llonday next before the Purification of the  Blesaed Virgin l I a ry  
(2nd Feb.) in the 30th year of the reign of King Edward 111. there 
being present Sinlon Fraulicey~, and John  Little. Synloll de 
Benyngtone and William de Holbeche, Comnloners, certain articles 
were ordained touching the trade of Masons, in these words- 
' Whereas Sinloll Frauuceys. Nayor of the Clty of London, has been 
given to understand tha t  divers dissensions and disputes have been 
moved in the said City, between the masons who are hewers on the 
one hand and the  light masons and setters on the  other, because th.crt 
the ir  t r a d e  has  ?iot been  regzrlrrt(~cl in d u e  ? n a u ~ ~ e r  E.?/ t h e  g o ~ e r ~ z n t e ~ l t  
of folks of t l ielr  t rade .  i n  such f o r m  as otlzer t rades  w e :  therefore 
the said Nayor for maiiltaining the  peace of our Lord the King, and 
for allaying such manner of dissensions and disputes, and for nurturing 
love aniong all nlanner of folks, in honour of the  said City, and for 
the profit of the conlmon people, by assent and coullsel of the Alder- 
men and Sheriffs, caused all the good folks of t he  said trade to be 
sunmloned before him, to have from them good and due infornlation 
how the trade might be best ordered and ruled for the profit of t he  
common people. Whereupon the  good folks of the  said trade cllose 
from among themselves 1 2  of the most skilful men of their trade to 
inform the  Mayor. Aldermen and Sheriffs. as to the  acts and articles 
touching their said trade,  that  is to say :- 

waiter de Sallynge. 
Richard de Sallynge. 
Thoinas de Bredone. 
John  de Tyringtone. 
Thomas de Gloucestre, and 
Henry  de Yeevelee. 

on behalf of the masons' hewers. 

Richard Joye. 
Siinon de Bartone, 
John de Estone, 
John Wylot, 
Thomas Hardegray, and 
Richard de Corneviaylle. 

on behalf of the  light masons and setters, the which folks were sworn 
the said Nayor,  Aldermen, and Sheriffs. in manners as follows:-' 
[Here Riley sets forth the Regnlations agreed on. but for the sake 
of brevity I onlit them. They are however akin in language t o  
several of the  rules laid down in the  Operative Old Charges.] 

!I%e point I want to indicate is that  u p  to 1356 the  Masons of the City 
of London had not erected a domestic t r l h n a l  for the purpose of settling their 
trade disputes but  referred their difficulty to an outside body. 

But in the  year 1376 the position had been developed, as evidenced by 
the important entries in Letter Book H. of the City of London, extracts from 
which I now copy from the  printed version edited by Reginald R .  Sharpe. 
D.C.L.,  p~tblished in XCAIVII.  Letter Book H. covers the years circa 1375- 
1399. The original Letter Book H. however, shows a cancelled entry under 
the heading Fremasons. This cancelled entry is not reproduced in the printed 
book. A photograph of the  cancelled entry and the final entry is reproduced 
as part of this paper. Inspection of the original in the  Guildhall shows (as does 
also the photograpl~) tha t  an attempt has been made a t  some time to erase the 
cancelled ent ry ;  a knife having probably been used. The Clerk of the records. 



134 Trrrnsactiot~s of tJle Quatuor  Coronrcti Lodge.  

Mr. A .  H. Thoinas. M.A.,  tells me that  he has no doubt the entries referred 
to were written in the  book a t  the  time of the events recorded just as.minutes 
of meetings are kept in our own time. It is curious tha t  a t  the first time when 
the word Fremasons ' is known to occur the word should have been cancelled. 
The word ' Fremasons ' as a consequence does not occur in the Index or text 
of Letter Book H .  as printed. 

S t  pages 273-274 of printed Letter Book H .  are lists of Masters of 
Xisteries sworn, and our Craft was thus represented :- 

3Iasouns, John Clifford, Thoinas i\Iallynge, Simon a t te  Hoke, John 
TX7estcote. Henry Wylot, sworn the 13th August 10 Richard 11. 
(A.D. 1386). 

This entry brings us u p  nearly to the date of William Hancock's Will, 
1388, and i t  is noteworthy that  the Xasons named and sworn were described 
as Masters of t ha t  Nistery. 

The Will of William Hancock tells us where tha t  X s t e r y  or as he 
describes i t  the  Fraternity of AIasons London met or vias founded. namely: 
l fundate apud Sanctam Thomam de Acres." 

When I showed Bro. Songhurst the copy of William Hancock's TT'i11 he 
asked me why i t  was tha t  Xasons were associated with St .  Thonlas of Acres. 
I t  is fairly well known tha t  S t .  Thonlas the Apostle is depicted as holding a 
square. This may have arisen from the fact t ha t  he refused to believe udess 
he personally tried ancl proved the reality of a certain incident : but the  Saint 
before us was not the  Apostle, but  St. Thonlas of Acres. 

The remainder of this paper is mainly the result of tha t  question put to 
me by Bro. Songhurst. 

ST. THOJf.l,S DB ACO-V ( O r  A c r e ) .  

The Hospital of S t .  Thomas de Acre stood in Cheapside and has its 
records for several centuries. The devotion paid to the shrine of Thomas Becket 
at Canterbury and his alleged but apparently apocryphal connection with the 
Holy Land are well-known. His mother was said to be the daughter of a 
Saracen who fell in love with Gilbert Becket. his father,  when he was a captive 
in Palestine and afterwards followed him to London. Thomas was born A.D. 
1119 and was slain A.D.  1170. 

To this day there is exhibited outside the  entrance, a t  87, Cheapside, 
to the Mercer's Hall  a tablet thus inscribed :-' Thonlas a Becket was born l 
in a house 1 near this spot." The building which existed a t  the  time of the 
fire of 1666 was then practically demolished. The 29th December, 1170, is 
colnmenlorated as the day of St .  Thomas of Canterbury. There was also a 
Feast of the  Translation of St .  Thonlas the Martyr on 7th Ja ly .  The Records 
of the Mayors Court date certain transactions by reference to tha t  Feast (see 
Calendar of Pleas a n d  Xemornnckc Uolls by A. H .  Thomas. X . A . ,  1926, p. 255). 
When the  Mayor and Aldernlen in the absence of King Edward 111. abroad in 
1338 presented a scheme for safegnarcling the City i t  was provided that  the 
wickets should be closed all night till prime sounded a t  S t .  Thomas of Acre 
when they shall be open till sunrise a t  which time the  great Gates are opened. 
( C d r .  as before, p. 189.) 

From the  Patent  Rolls much infornlation can be gleaned as to this House. 
I n  the  printed volume Eclward 111. 1330-4, references appear to Protec- 

tions given to  the  Master of the Brethren of the  Hospital there for collecting 
alms in England, Wales and Ireland. Liceuses in Nortmain enabling the i\Iaster 
and Brethren to hold land are a t  pages 422 and 537 in the same volume. The 
first, dated 23 April 1337, is for alieilatioll by Tl'nlter d e  S a l ~ ~ n g e  to find a 
Brother as Chaplain. etc. 

Passing over many intervening entries we find in 1383 (Patent  Rolls 7 
Richard 11. Septr. 26) Protection from arrest for S i m o n  a t t e  N o k e  and TT'alter 
TT'alton, stonemasons, held by the Master of this Hospital of S t .  Thomas the 



Martyr of Acon London for the work of rebuilding his church from devotion to 
the Saint who is said to have been horn and educated in tha t  Hospital. The 
above names, Walter de Salynge, Simon atte 1Ioke. and Walter Walton. are 
noteworthy. 

On 12th February,  1388. lV111iam Hancock, AIason. made his Will by 
which he gave to the Fraternity of ,7lasons Londou founded a t  St .  Thomas de 
Acres the sun1 of XIIcl. (Calendar of Wills proved in Commissary Court of 
London Register Courtney, fol. 177.) 

The W111 of Walter de  Salynge, dated 11th December. 1339, is noted in 
Dr. Sharpe's Ilusting Wills part 1 a t  p. 436. H e  gave to the Master and 
Brethien of St .  Thomas the  Martyr of Acon London a gift charged with 
maiutenance of a charity to the said lIouse of St .  Thomas. The names Walter 
de Sallynge and Richard de Sallynge appear in the Jlasons Regulations of A.D. 
1356 as the first two most skilful men of their t rade (hewers) chosen to inform 
the Xayor. etc., as to the Acts of Articles touching their trade. (See Riley's 
,I/eii~nr~or's of Lr,t1do7i, p. 280.) I Ie  is quoted by Gould a t  Vol. T . ,  p. 342. It 
would seem a fair inference tha t  the above Walter and Richard de Sallynge were 
relatives of Walter de Salynge whose Will is above referred to. 

Simon a t te  IIolre above named was sworn on 13th August ,  1386. as one 
of Five Nasters of the  I l~s ter ies  under heading ' i\Iasouns.' 

Walter Walton (maceon) was appo~ntecl 26th November, 1397, to be chief 
Surveyor of all stonecutters and masons for the King's works in England with 
the  usual fees (By Bill of Treasurer). (21. Richard 11.. part  2. m. 27.) He 
had also been appointed (with others) to arrest the masons, etc., necessary for 
the repair and fortification of the Castle of Porchestre. (29th April. 1396. 
Patent  Rolls. 19 Richarcl 11.. part  I I . ,  m. 14.) 

The Fraternity of St .  Thonlas of Acres was put  an  end to in the reign 
of Henry V I I I . ,  who sold the ~ ~ t e  to the Mercers' C'ompal~y in 1541 for 
X W 9 .  17. 6. 

Dugdale's Jlotzastzcon, vol. G ,  part 2. a t  p. 645-6 gives a precise account 
concerning the Hospital of S t .  Thomas of Acon or Acres, London. I t  was 
founded by Thomas Fitz Theobald de I-Ielles and Agnes his wife, Sister of 
Thonlds Becket Archbishop of Canterbury, in the latter end of King Henry the 
Second in honour of the Blessed Virgin and the  said Archb~shop now styled 
Saint and Xar tyr .  I t  was built upon houses and land formerly belonging to 
Gilbert Becket, Father to the  Archbishop, and whereon his famous son was born. 

This 1Iospital consisted of a Master and Seven Brethren professing the 
rule of St. Austin but  were of a particular order. X / l r f i t r e  H o s p t t ~ t I ~ s  S. T i i o t t z ~ ~  
I f a r t y r t s  Cnt~tzi/rriensis d e  A t c o n ,  being a branch of the Templars. 

An Act of Parliament confirnmlg the Title of the Master and Brethren 
1s a t  p. 647 in Dugdale (Rot. Parl .  23 Henry VI . ,  n .  20). 

Dugdale gives a list of the Xasters conlmencing with Thomas Sallowe 
who died In 1371. 

Annexed to the  acknowledgment of Supremacy 1534. which a t  the time 
Dugdale wrote was in the Chapter JTouss, Westminster. is an impression of 
the Coninloll Seal of this I Iosp~ta l  representing two male figures, one an Arch- 
bishop seated, the other half length addressing him. 

(Legend). S IGILL.  COi\Il\lUNE CAPITULI .  FRATRV.  BEATI.  
THOJIE. MARTIRIS.  LOND. 

This seal is illustrated on the Title page and cover of a book called 
Some account of the I-Iospital of St .  Thomas of Acon in the  Cheap. London. 

and of the plate of the Xercers' Company " by John UTatney, F .S .A.  Privately 
~lrinted London 1892. (British i\Iuseum, reference 4705 g. 25.) The book has 
flow been added to the Lodge Library. 

(TVatney says a t  p. 6.) The order of the Knights of S t .  Thomas probably 
very early became merged in tha t  of the Templars with which i t  was from its 
beginning intimately connected but  did not share the  fate of its more opulent 
brethren. The Preceptories of the Templars were destroyed, of the Knights 
some suffered death and imprisonment, all were disgraced and the order was 



effectively disbanded bu t  tlie IIospital in t h e  Chepe continued i n  honour and 
prosperity. 

(p .  7.) The  priiicipal housas or hospitals of t h e  order abroad were in  
Nicosia i n  Cyprus and  a t  Acre or Acon. T h e  13ospital a t  Acre fell af ter  tha t  
t o v n  was taken.  

T h e  grea t  Abbey of S t .  Tllonias tlie X a r t y r  i n  Dublin is said to  have 
belonged origillally to  t h e  order of t h e  Knights  of S t .  Thomas. 

(p .  7 . )  T h e  Hospital of S t .  Thonias 111 Cheapside i n  London with which 
we have more inimediate concern was founded b y  t h e  sister of S t .  Thomas a 
Becket about  20 years af ter  his death.  

(p .  9 . )  The  f ra te rn i ty  of ATercers, not  yet incorporated, were constituted 
patrons of t h e  Hospi tal  and  their  co~lnectioli nit11 i t  continued for upwards of 
300 years un t i l  t h e  Hospital was suppressed a t  t h e  Reformation. 

(p. 16.) T h e  IIospital was tlie place of meeting of t h e  Livery Companies 
on many  solemn occasions dur ing  t h e  civic year .  

(p .  46.)  Refers  to  t h e  Wil l  of T%7illian~ Weste,  nlarbcler dated 20th Apri l .  
1453. (See Sharpe 's  JIzictzt~!/c TT7~I1s Vol. 11..  562.). B y  t h a t  Wil l  t h e  
Testator gave a tenenlent to  t h e  tlien Nas te r  of t h e  Hospital so t h a t  prayers 
might be  made  for  t h e  Testator and  his relatives. 

(pp.  94 a n d  96.) B y  letters patent  1st J u l y  11. IIeliry V I I I .  (1519) 
Llcerlse was granted t o  t h e  Ble rce~s '  Company to retain a n d  hire  Williain Thorlie. 
freemason, tlien being 1x1 their  work, a n d  twenty other  persons freeniasons and 
also bricklayers carvers. joiners and  other artificers, wheresoever they  could get 
them within t h e  realm, so t h a t  t h e  same freemasons and  artificers should not be 
talten from t h e  K i n g  S works. 

A t  p. 118 W a t n e y  refers t o  Wriotllesly i n  his Chronicle. vol. 1. p .  87. 
under  t h e  d a t e  1538, as  s tat ing t h a t  tlie I m a g e  of S t .  T h o ~ n a s  a Becket which 
stood a t  t h e  IIigll  A l t a r  of S t .  Thonias of Acres i n  London was taken d o ~ n  by 
1,ord Croimwell s comniancln~ent and  all t h e  glass windows i n  t h e  said Church 
tha t  was of his story were taken d o ~ v n  with t h e  iniage of his pu t t ing  t o  death 
tha t  was a t  t h e  a l t a r ,  where t h e  saying was t h a t  h e  was born also, so t h a t  there 
should be no more niention made  of hini never. 

I t  was also ordered t h a t  all images a n d  pictures r e  Becket were to  be 
plucked down throughout  t h e  whole realm. I n  t h e  L ~ b e r  r l I b ! ~ s  t h e  name of 
the  Archbishop is crossed out  i n  every place where i t  appeared. A statue of 
S t .  Thonlas i n  his Chapel i n  Westminster Abbey has,  however, survived till now. 

On t h e  20th October. 1538, t h e  IIospital was surrendered t o  t h e  King .  
On t h e  accession of N a r y  t h e  Image  of S t .  Thonias t aken  clown i n  1538 was 
agaln set u p  by order  of t h e  Mercers' Company. A new picture of S t .  Thonlas 
of Canterbury over t h e  street door cost £4. 8 .  6.  i n  1554, b u t  was almost 
immediately muti la ted a n d  thrown down entirely i n  1559. (Wriothesly's 
Chronicle.) 

Now t h a t  we a r e  aware of t h e  connection of t h e  IIasonic Fra te rn i ty  ,vith 
St .  Thomas of Acon i t  niay be posslble to  find another  explanation of t h e  
question raised by  Bro. Conder i n  his paper on ' T h e  ilIasonsJ Company of 
London ' (.-l .(,).C'. xxvli. ,  pp .  83,  84 and 85). Among t h e  ordinances d a t e d  
1481 ( in Le t te r  Book I,.) is one T h a t  freemen of t h e  said craf t  mistery or 

science shall on t h e  Feast  of l Io ly  Tr in i ty  or within 10 days of t h e  s a x e  
assemble together and  choose M7ardens." 

Rro.  Conder suggests t h a t  this  t ime niiglit have  been chosen because in 
1463 t h e  Company obtain from t h e  Pr io r  and  Convent of t h e  I lo ly  Trini ty ,  
Aldgate. a lease of g round ,  afterwards Irno\iw as  BIasons Alley, on  which they 
afterwards erected their  Hal l .  

T h a t  they looked upon t h e  Holy Trini ty  i n  place of a P a t r o n  Saint  is 
qni te  possible as  we find so la te  as  1665 t h e  streamer of t h e  IIoly Trini ty  was 

I carried by  t h e  Conlpany in i ts  processions." 
E r o .  Gordon I l i l ls  i n  t h e  subsequent discussion a t  p .  92 says t h a t  t h e  

earliest formal  notice of t h e  Festival of l ro ly  Trini ty  occurs in  England in 1163 
under  Archbishop Becket. 
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I n  point of fact t h a t  Festival is said to  have bee11 originated by  Becket. 
H i s  shrine was i n  t h e  Chapel of t h e  Holy Trini ty  a t  Canterbury.  

Seeing t h a t  t ,he Fra te rn i ty  of Masons. London,  m e t  a t  St. Thoinas of 
Acons. which was a building specially associated with Becket i t  seems not 
~ u ~ l i k e l y  tha t  t h e  display of t h e  aforesaid Streamers was instituted in  honour 
of Becket t h e  founder  of t h e  said Festival. Gervase of Canterbury i n  his 
Chronicle printed i n  t h e  Rolls Series (B.M. 2073 [73]) is a,nthority for t h e  
statement t h a t  Uecket institnted t h e  Feast of t h e  Trini ty .  

A t  p .  82 of Bro.  Concler's paper (*-l . ( ? . C ' .  sxvi i . )  reference is made to 
t h e  custom of wearing t h e  livery and he  quotes authori ty  da t ing  such cus ton~ 
from 21 Edward I V .  (1481). Also. a t  p .  84. " The  Masons, however, before 
" having their Ordinances passed and  their r ight  t o  a Livery accepted, had  i n  
' '  the  year 1472 a g ran t  of Arms."  

I t  appears fro111 t h e  Wi l l  of t h e  before mentioned Wal te r  Walt~on.  Mason. 
dated 16th Augus t ,  1418. t h a t  he bequeathed " t o  Thomas Poynts  mason m y  
livery cloak of m y  old and  free mystery." 

I t  seems therefore clear t h a t  t h e  Livery was worn b y  t h e  Fraterni ty or 
mystery as  early as 1418 a n d  t h a t  t h e  Regulations of 1481 recognised a long 
existing custom. 

The following is a copy (omitting verbiage) of a translation of t h e  Wil l  
of t h e  said Wal te r  Wal ton .  

I t  is taken from t h e  L a t i n  of t h e  Register N a r c h e  (fol. 42. p. 332) of 
Wills proved i n  t h e  Prerogat ive Court  of Canterbury.  T h e  Register is kept i n  
t h e  Probate  Registry a t  Somerset House. 

(The original t ranslated extract was made for  m e  b y  M r .  R .  11. Glencross, 
Tr in i ty  College. Cambridge.) 

Wal te r  Wal ton ,  citizen and mason of London.  
Testament dated 16 August  1418, 6 H e n r y  V. 
To be  buried i n  t h e  church of S t .  Andrew of 
Barnardes  l-castell London. To t h e  fabric  of 
t h e  nave  of t h e  said church for  m y  burial  there 
6s. 8 d .  To  high a l ta r  of said Church for  
t i thes  &c. forgotten 4s. On t h e  d a y  of m y  burial  
four  torches a n d  two wax tapers  t o  b u r n  round my 
body. To  every Chaplain a t  m y  burial  6d .  
To  Par i sh  Clerk of said Church 6d .  To  t h e  new 
work of S t .  P a u l  6s. 8d .  T h e  16s. 8d.  which 
my brother  J o h n  W. owes me. I leave t o  t h e  re- 
building and  sustaining of a certain Chapel called 
Lee in  CO. Glouc. To  lily wife J o a n  i n  n a m e  of her 
dower. t h e  half of her  goods and all  hustilments 
etc. for  chamber and  kitchen. To J o h n  Oldlond 
m y  prentice a t  t h e  end of his t ime  one hewing axe  
arid 6 irens fo r  masonry. F o r  a t ,rental of S t .  
Gregory i n  due  form 13s. 4d. Iinnlediately af ter  m y  
dea th  by  each order  of Fr ia r s  i n  London 30 masses. 
To each servant of mine 2s. 
To t h e  brotherhood [Fra te rn i ty ]  of m y  a r t  6s. 8d.  
To Ralpll Oldlond mason m y  compass being a t  Sheae. 
To  Thomas Poynts  mason m y  livery cloak of m y  old 
and  free mystery. 
To J o h n  Croxton mason my best compass. 
To Richard Brente m y  largest compass. 
I forgive J o h n  Gerard carpenter 6s. 8d .  he  owes me 
and  I leave t o  J o a n  his wife 6s. 8d .  
To J o h n  Forester one of m y  cloaks. 
To Wal te r  Gunnyng  40s. 



Tru/isactions of the  Qztatuor Coronati Lodge. 

Rest of goods to my executors viz ' my said wife ' 
' Joan ' and Henry Jolypas clerk and to the said 
Henry  20s. Supervisor Thonlas Craddolie clerk and to 
him 13s. 4d. 

Dated a t  London 
Proved G Octr. 1418 by Joan relict and executor. 
The other executor viz. EIenry Jolipas refusing. 

The Lat in  of this Will is given in the  Appendix to this paper. 
I venture to  submit tha t  this Will is very interesting. It cont,ains a 

bequest of 6s. 8d. to the  Fraternity : disposes of his compass ; his best compass : 
and his largest compass as well as the livery cloak of his old and free mystery. 
Although dated 1418, i t  is the Will of a man who was actively engaged working 
as a Mason a t  S t .  Thomas of Acons so f a r  back as 1383: a I\Iason who was. 
as me have seen, in 1397 appointed Surveyor of all Stonecutters and Masons for 
the King's works in England. 

I n  Rymer's E'erc'eru vii.. 794. a deed is printed dated in 1395 as to the 
repair of Westminster Hall  and as so primted refers to I-Ienri Zeneley (=Yevele) 
and Watkin Waldon " son Wardein. ' I have inspected the actual original 
deed a t  the Record Office and find the surname is there given as Tl'alton (not 
TT'irltc'on, as printed in Rymer). Watkin is a d imin~~t , ive  of Walter. Tlle 
title of Warden conferred upon him is notable. 

By the Will dated 1st October, 1412, of the before mentioned Thomas 
Cake alias Thonlas Malling, Citizen and Cementarius of London (proved in the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, Register AIarche. Sol. 28, p .  217) a legacy of 
10s. was given to the  fabric of St .  Thomas de Acon next the Conduit. Probate 
Iras granted by the Prerogative Court of Canterbury on 25th September. 1413. 
The Will was also enrolled in the I-Insting Court, but  I think this particular 
bequest is not in the  extracts edited by Dr .  Sharpe. 

By the  Will dat,ed 5th August, 1411, of the before mentioned John Clifford, 
citizen and cementarius, London, of the Parish of S t .  Paulinus Olave Southwark, 
Badulpho Becheford, mason, was a legatee and an  Executor. 

The Will was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury on 17th 
September. 1417, and is registered in Register Narche. Sol. 38. p. 301. 

(These Wills of Thonlas Nalling and John Clifford are referred to as 
those persons were mentioned in Letter Book H.) 

The Will of John Ken t  (or John of Kent)  dated 23rd June .  1453. was 
proved in the  Comnlissary Court of London in June ,  1453. (Register Sharp, 
fol. 108.) 

I-Ie describes himself as ' '  mason of London " and directs t ha t  his body 
is " to be buried wythin tha t  holy place of Seynt Thomas of Akyrs of London." 

It would be unwise to rely much upon any inferences drawn from the 
existence of legacies to the  structure of St .  Thonlas of Acres, or the  expression 
of a desire to be buried in tha t  place. They are, however. par t  of the 
circumstances connected with the locality and have some weight as well as 
interest. 

Bishop I lugh Latinler has the following quaint anecdote which may serve 
to enlighten a somewhat dreary narration. I n  his Sermons published by the 
Parker Society the following occurs a t  p. 201 :- 

I had rather ye should come of a naughty mind to hear the 
word of God for novelty. or for curiosity to hear some pastime, than 
to be away. I had rather ye should come as the  tale is by the 
gentlewoman of London : one of her neighbours met her in the street, 
and said. " Mistress whither go ye l " ' '  3Iarry." said she, " I am 
going to St .  Thonlas of Acres to the sermon: I could not sleep all 
this last night, and I am going now thither:  I never fail of a good 
nap there,." And so I had rather ye should go a napping to the 
sermons, than  not to go a t  all. For with what mind soever ye come, 
t'hough ye come for an ill purpose, yet peradventure ye may chance 



to be caught or ye go ;  the preacher inay chance to  catch you on his 
hook. 

Evidently the closing years of the fourteenth century were fruitful years in 
the development of the Masonic Society. as well as in the general history of 
England. Geoffrey Chaucer, the great English poet, was active in the period 
and was writing his Canterbury Tales and so maintaining, or rather recording, 
the then paramount importance of the cult of S t .  Thomas of Canterbury. 

Chaucer himself was London born and for a time was Clerk of the King's  
Korks  as appears by the  fact tha t  in the Xuseum of the Record Office in 
Chancery Lane in a Pedestal is exhibited the following as described on p. 36 
of the official catalogue :- 

(3) Bill of Geoffrey Chaucer, Clerk of the  King 's  Works, to the 
Chancellor, for the issue of a cominission under the Great Seal to 
Hugh Swayn to purvey stone, timber, tiles, shingles, &c. and to take 
masons, carpenters, and others for the works a t  Westminster, Sheen, 
Kenniugton, Charing Mews, Byfleet, Coldkennington. Clarendon and 
Hathebergh Lodge: and of similar con~missions to  three others for 
the works of the Tower of London, Berkhampstead. Childerne Langley, 
and Eltham. 

(A.D. 1389) French .  Probnb ly  Hologrtrph. 
Siy~led:--Par Geffray Chaucer, clerc des oevereines du  roy 

nostre seignur. 
Truces of signet. (Chancery Warrants I. 1660a No. 26). 

The comnlissions issued by virtue of this warrant are entered on Patent  
Roll 13. Richard 11. part  I .  membranes 29 and 8, and relate to  works at the 
Palace of Westminster, a t  Eltham, Berkhamstede. &C., and a t  the Tower of 
London. Thus Chaucer had to do with Masons and their work. The Canterbury 
Tales bear witness to  the  existence a t  the time they were published of an 
atmosphere in which such writings could be created and appreciated. 

It might not be too much to say tha t  our ancestors of t ha t  period loved 
a good story teller and showed some considerable inclination towards the  
encouragement of such authors. 

Having regard to the  association of fourteenth century IIasons with the 
rebuilding of the Hospital of S t .  Thonlas of Acons in Cheapside our attention 
may for a time be directed to Thomas Becket. H e  was a Londoner horn and 
the  citizens of London were proud of him. W e  can contenlplate them a t  work 
on the rebuilding of the Hospital while specially protected from being arrested 
to  do other work. 

The various images and windows representing the  story of Becket could 
hardly fail prominently to impress them in a special way even over and above 
the generality of the  people. They could not possibly be ignorant of the 
accepted versions of the death of Becket. the fact t ha t  he  was slain in the 
Temple of Can te rbu~y  by blows from three ruffianly knights, that  he was 
hurriedly interred, t ha t  there followed a period of confusion and cessation in 
respect of the services a t  Canterbury, and tha t  he was afterwards honoured by 
a magnificent shrine being erected in close proximity to  the  High Altar of 
Canterbury. It is true tha t  Becket was no IIaaon, but  if he was not a IIason 
himself he was the  cause of Masonry in others, for as a result of his IIartyrdom 
in 1170 (which was followed by a destructive fire in 1174) the magnificent new 
building of Canterbury Cathedral came into existence, the  funds for its erection 
and maintenance being forthcoming to a large extent from the  offerings made 
a t  his shrine. Such a building is still one of the  chief glories of the a r t  of 
Nasonry, and in the years when the Becket cult was rife the  connection between 
the  two was not avoidable. 

We may therefore assume tha t  i t  wlll not be irrelevant to place on record 
in this paper some short account of the  death of Becket. The following narrative 
is confined to  the martyrdom in the Cathedral a t  Canterbury. It would be too 
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much to bring in the leading events of his life. and the  preliminary interview 
between Becket and the four Knights in the adjacent Palace is also passed over. 

T H E  D E A T H  OF T H O U A S  B E C X E T  

Whatever we may think of the merits of the quarrel between Henry 11. 
and Becket i t  must be admitted tha t  his stedfastness in the face of threatened 
death shows an  example of fidelity of which our annals hardly afford a more 
strikiilg instance. H e  was slain on 29th December, 1170, in Canterbury 
Cathedral. H e  was then Archbishop of Canterbury. 

H e  had rendered himself obnoxious to the King and his courtiers by a 
strict adherence to his obligations as a cleric holding fealty to the  Pope of Rome. 
H e  refused to speak the  word which would revoke a sentence of exco~ninunication 
upon certain ecclesiastics. I I e  alleged tha t  the co-operation and consent of the  
Pope was necessary and tha t  he alone could not revoke the  sentence. 

Four  Knights had made this demand of hinl first in a Palace adjoining 
the Cathedral. H e  refused their demand, backed as it was with threats, but 
a t  tha t  t ime the Knights were not armed. They withdrew to  arm themselves. 
Becket then went into the  Cathedral where he habitually   aid his devotions to  
the Most High.  The time of Vespers had come following after High Noon (or 
Nones). The Knights having armed themselves with their swords (apparently 
they also took a carpenter's axe ancl a hammer with them) followed Becket who 
himself went to the  door of the  North transept and opened i t .  The ruffians then 
entered and he  came boldly forward to them and said he feared them not and 
was ready to  suffer. 

They, armed with their weapons, threatened him with death unless he 
complied with their demand. H e  however inaintained his refusal, and stated 
the conditions on which alone their demand could be granted. 

His answer not proving satisfactory, three of the  Knights killed him by 
three blows on the head, after knocking his cap off. The first actual blow 
made a gash in the crown of his head but  then fell sideways on his left shoulder, 
being intercepted by the  uplifted arm of Grim, who alone had remained to  
aid his master and whose narrative is extant. The Archbishop received a second 
blow to the head with the words " Lord into Thy hands I commend my spirit." 
H e  stood firm. A t  a third and more violent blow h e  fell on his knees and 
nlurmuring " fo r  the  defence of the Church I am ready to  embrace death " 
dropped face downwards a t  full length on the  floor. One more sword stroke 
conlpleted the  severance of the  tonsured crown from the  skull. 

The four Knights had been accompanied by Hugh  of Horsea, a clerk. 
He,  scattering the  brains on the pavement, said " Let  us begone; this man will 
rise no more." One of the  four Knights struck no blow. 

When King Henry  11. received news of the  death he  was deeply moved 
with grief and consternation and disavowed all connection with the  crime. 

The ruffians had left the corpse on the pavement where i t  fell. They 
threatened to remove the  body: to cut i t  up  into small, pieces, or to throw it 
into the sea, or expose i t  to wild beasts and birds. The monks therefore hurried 
the burial for fear of these threatened indignities. The corpse was buried the 
next day hastily and secretly in the crypt in a new marble tomb. No religious 
service was held and the  whole of the Cathedral services were thrown into 
confusion until after  a considerable interval the  desecrated Church was fornlally 
reconciled and reopened in  1172. 

When the  Church was reopened in 1172 there was a great rush of 
pilgrims to the  scene of the 1Iartyrdom and to the Tomb. Here Henry 11. 
performed his penance. Many iniracles were credited to the power of the 
1Iartyr who was canonised by the Pope in 1173 and so became known as St .  
Thonlas the  Martyr of Canterbury. 

The Church was destroyed by fire in 1174. The Cathedral was rebuilt 
and a magnificent shrine erected in the East end of the  Church behind the 
High Altar .  There in the presence of a vast congregation, including the King 



(Henry 111.) and all the  great men of the land the  body v a s  translated from 
its original burial place to the shrine. The date was the 7th Ju ly .  1220, and 
t h e  day was enrolled amongst the great festivals of the English Church as the 
Feast of the Translation of S t .  Thomas. 

The following illustrative extracts will help to elucidate the subject :- 

EXTRACTED FROX LZT7E,S OF EVZFEBT AfTD ILLUSTRZOCS 
ESGLISHXE_T.  T'OLUXE I .  EDITED BY GEORGB GODFRET 

C C I V A I S G H A X .  G'LISGOTV 1836. 
Thonlas a Becket (pp. 256-8). 

The king foresaw tha t  his whole plan of operations was overthrown, and 
t h a t  the dangerous contest between the civil and ecclesiastical powers must coine 
to  an immediate and decisive issue. I n  his indignation, he could not help 
exclaiming with great warmth, " That he was an unhappy prince, who maintained 
a number of lazy insignificant persons about him. none of whom had gratitude 
.or spirit enough to  revenge him on a single insolent prelate who gave him such 
disturbance.' These words were heard by four gentlemen of the  court. Reginald 
Fitz-Urse. William de  Tracy. Richard Britow, and Hugh  de llorville, and taking 
them as a hint, they immediately formed a design against the  archibishop S life. 

Before leaving France, some expressions which they had dropped gave a 
suspicion of their design, and the  king despatched a messenger after them, 
charging then1 to at tempt nothing against the person of the primate: but these 
orders arrived too late to  prevent the  fatal deed. The four assassins, though 
they took different roads to  England, arrived almost a t  the  same time (29th 
December, 1170) a t  Saltwoode, near Canterbury l o :  and being there joined by 
some assistants, they proceeded in great haste to the  archiepiscopal palace and 
found the primate but  very slenderly attended. They told him they came from 
the  king to command him to absolve the  bishops under censure. Becket replied 
tha t  i t  was not within the  authority of an inferior jurisdiction to set aside the  
sentence of a superior court. and tha t  the  pope's censure could not be reversed 
hut  by the pope himself. This answer not satisfying them, they charged the 
monks of Canterbury, i n  the  king's name, to keep the  archbishop safe, that  he  
might be forthcoming, and then departed with a menacing air. The same 
evening they returned to the  palace. and leaving a body of soldiers in the court- 
yard, rushed into the cloister with their swords drawn, and from thence into the 
d ~ u r c h ,  where the archbishop was a t  vespers. " Where is t he  t ra i tor?  " they 
,exclaimed, and nobody answering, they asked for the  archbishop : upon which 
Becket moved towards them, without showing the  least sign of fear, and told 
them he was the person. when one of then1 threatened him with death, he 
coolly answered he  was prepared to die for the  cause of God. and in defence of 
the  rights of the church:  " but,"  added he, " if you must have my life, I 
charge you not to hu r t  any other person here, either clergy or laity, for none 
of them have any concern in the late transactions." The assassins immediately 
laid hands on him, and offered to drag him out of the  church, but  finding i t  
could not be done without difficulty. they despatched him on the  spot. H e  
made no resistance. and though his head was cloven with several wounds, he 
never gave a groan nor offered to avoid a stroke.ll H e  was only in the fifty- 
third year of his age. One of his attendants. a clergyman belonging to the 
cathedral. having interposed his arm to ward off a blow, had i t  nearly cut off. 
The murderers afraid they had gone too far ,  durst not return to the king's 
court in Normandy, but  rather chose t o  withdraw to I<naresborough, to a tower 
belonging to Hugh de ~ Io rv i l l e .  Here they continued till they found themselves 
the aversion and contempt of the country, for nobody would hid conversation 
or eat or drink with them. Justice, we should have thought, would so011 have 
overtaken their crime, but  there was no law to inflict capital punishnlent 011 any 
person who had killed a member of the church, the clergy having exempted 
themselves from the  king's jurisdiction. Tired of solitude and public neglect, 
they took a journey to Rome. and being admitted to penance, they went to 
Jerusalem, where they spent the remainder of their lives in penitential austerities. 

l 0  Gervase, 1414. 
Gervase, 1414. 



The body of Becket, which the assassills had hesitated whether to  throw into the  
sea or cut into small pieces, was buried by the  nlonks and friars in a vault of 
the cathedral. 

The intelligence of the murder threw Henry into the greatest consterna- 
tion. B e  was fully sensible of the dangerous consequences which he had reason 
to apprehend from so unexpected an event, and as i t  was extremely his interest 
to clear himself from all suspicion, he took no care to  conceal the  depth of his 
affliction. H e  shut himself up  in his chamber, suspended all intercourse with 
his servants, and even refused, during three days, food or sustenance of any 
kind. B u t  the  point of chief inlportance was to convince the  pope of his 
innocence. and for this purpose he imnlediately despatched an  embassy to Rome. 
Alexander was highly incensed a t  the king, and stimulated to  revenge by the 
letters he received from the  partisans of Becket. The king of France wrote to 
his holiness ' to draw St .  Peter 's  sword against Henry,  and to study some new 
and exenlplary justice ' :  others were equally urgent, and moved for an interdict 
upon his dominions. But  the ambassadors found means so far  to appease the  
pontiff, as to avoid the terrible blow of excomn~unication, having made oath 
before the  whole consistory tha t  their prince was innocent. and tha t  he  would 
stand to the  pope S judgnlent in the affair, and make every submission tha t  should 
be required of him. Accordingly, on returning to England next year, Henry 
repaired to Canterbury, where he did penance, and underwent a voluntary 
discipline in testimony of his regret for the murder. W h e r  h e  came within 
sight of the  cathedral where the body was buried, he alighted from his horse 
and walked barefoot i n  the habit of a pilgrim till he came to  Becket's tomb, 
where, after he  had prostrated himself and prayed for a considerable time. he 
submitted to be scourged by the monks, and passed all t ha t  day and night 
kneeling on the  bare stones without any refreshment. For nearly a year after 
Becket's death,  all divine offices ceased in the church of Canterbury until i t  was 
re-consecrated by order of the pope. I n  1173 he was canonized by a papal bull, 
and a particular collect was appointed to be used in all the churches within the 
province for expiating the  guilt of the  murder of t ha t  'blessed martyr and 
bishop! ' I n  1221, the  body was taken up in presence of Henry  111. and a 
great concourse of the  nobility and others, and deposited in a rich shrine on the  
east side of the church, erected a t  the expense of Stephen Langton, then arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. His shrine was visited from all parts, and enriched 
with the  most costly offerings. Pilgrimages were performed to  obtain his inter- 
cession with heaven. and in one year i t  was conlputed tha t  above 100.000 of 
these pious devotees visited Canterbury. The miracles said to have been wrought 
a t  his tomb were so numerous tha t  Gervase of Canterbury tells us there were 
two large volumes filled with them kept in tha t  chnrch. 

Fronl Becket (under Thomns in Dictionary of Sntionnl  Biogmphy) .  

The first blow made a gash in the cro.ri7n of his head and then fell side- 
ways 011 his left  shoulder being intercepted by the uplifted arm of Grim . . . 

H e  received another blow on the head with the  words " Lord into Thy 
hands I conlmend my spirit. ' ' 

A t  a third he fell on his knees and then turned towards the altar of St. 
Benedict on his right hand and murmuring , '  For the  name of Jesus and for 
the defence of the Church I am ready to embrace death." dropped face down- 
wards a t  full length on the  floor. 

One more sword stroke completed the  severance of t he  tonsured crown 
from the skull. 

Let  us begone cried I lugh of Horsea. scattering the brains on the pave- 
ment, this man will rise up no n~oi-e. 

The corpse was buried next day in the crypt without any religious service 
as none could be held in the  desecrated Church till i t  was formally reconciled. 

Becket was canonised 1173. 
12th Ju ly .  1174, the  King did public penance a t  the  Martyr 's  Tomb. 
The Cathedral was burnt  down 11 74. 
When i t  was rebuilt the body of St .  Thoinas was translated on 7th July,  

1220, to a shrine in the Trinity Chapel behind the  High Al tar .  
FIenry V I I I .  had the  Shrine conlpletely obliterated. 



Y'ho?ilns U E C ~ C ~  (iILr~Xc>r< of  LITtrt~ot~itl Iliqtory Ser~es) .  V .  I .  I t t o .  (1910). 

(p. 258.) I wonder a t  you who are bound to me " (for FitzUrse, Tracy. 
and I\lorvllle had been his men). 

Then they rose a n g r ~ l y  to their feet and said ' You have spoken on peril 
of your head.' 

Come you to kill me ? ' he answered. ' I have conlnlitted my cauqe to  
the Judge of a l l .  I am not moved by threats, and as your swords are ready so 
is my soul for martyrdom. Seek 111111 who flies: I stand firm in the Lord S 

battle." . . . 
H e  went calmly . . . to vespers in the Cathedral church. I Ie  went 

along the nortll side of the  cloisters. then the east . . . and so by the door 
of the north transept. 

(p. 262.) Grnn thus continues: " Then the unconcluered nlartyr seeillg 
the hour at hand which should put  an end to this miserable llfe . . . inclined 
his neck as one why prays and jo~ning his llands he lifted them up and com- 
mended 111s cause and tha t  of the  Church to God, to St .  J Iary ,  and to the 
blessed Martyr Denys. Scarce had he said the words than the  wicked knight. 
fearing lest he should be rescued by the people and escape alive, leapt upon him 
suddenly and wounded this lamb who was sacrificed to God on the  head, cuttillg 
off the top of the crown which the  sacred unction of the chrisnl had dedicated 
to God and by the same blow he wolunded the arm of him who tells this. For  
he. when the others. both monks and clerks, fled, stuck close to the sainted 
Archbishop and held him in his arms till the one he interposed was almost 
severed . . . Then he received a second blow on the head but  still stood 
firm. A t  the third blow he fell on his knees and elbows, offering himself a 
living victim and saying in a low voice. ' For the name of Jesus and the 
protection of the Church I am ready to embrace death. '  Then the  third knight 
inflicted a terrible wound as he lay, by which the sword was broken against the 
pavement. and the crown which was large was separated from the  head.  . . . 

The fourth knight prevented any from interfering so tha t  the others might 
freely perpetrate the  murder :  As  to the fifth (no knight but  t ha t  clerk who 
had entered with the  knights), t ha t  a fifth blow might not be wanting to the 
martyr who was in other things hke unto Christ. put  his foot on the neck of 
the holy priest and precious martyr. and horrible to tell. scattered his brains 
and blood over the pavement. calling out to the rest, Let  us away Knights. 
he will rise no more.' ' 

(Hutton.  p. 276.) After  destruction of Becket's shrine September. 1538, 
of the destruction of the body there seems to be little doubt. The ConsistoriaI 
Acts of Rome announce the destruction of the shrine and the order t ha t  the body 
should be burnt and the ashes scattered to the winds. Stow in his annals (1558) 
records that  this was done. 

The best authority is Jfdc.rinls for the Life of ,4rchbis71op Bee'ief, in 
seven volumes (Rolls Series) by James Cragie Robertson, canon of Canterbury, 
who first wrote the Archbishop's life in 1859. I t  incl~tdes the  original narrations 
given by contemporarie~ and eyewitnesses. These narrations are in Latin and 
are the bases of later histories. 

The following further quotation from IIutton a t  p .  54 is interesting in 
view of the fact tha t  Quatuor Coronati Lodge recognises the two St.  Johns by 
meeting on the 24th J u n e ,  the day of St .  John the Baptist, and (when we can 
afford i t)  issuing a S t .  John 's  Card on 27th December, the day of St .  John the 
Evangelist. I t  is not long ago tha t  I\lasonic Lodges were dedicated to those 
two Saints who were described as ' The two grand parallels in IIasonry " :- 

" Beneath was the crypt containing on the South side an altar dedicated 
to St .  Augustine the Apostle of England. and on the  North side the altar of 
S t .  John the Baptist. Between these two altars in the  crypt S .  Thoinas was 
buried the day after his martyrdom and there his body lay nutil the  site of the 
chapel he had loved best in life was prepared to receive his shrine. The altar 
stone was prized on which the  Saint had said his first Mass and of i t  an  altar 
v a s  made that  was dedicated to S .  John the Evangelist." (IIutton quotes 
from Fr .  AIorriq.) 



I11 Higden's  Polychroliicon (Rolls Series), Vol. V I I I . ,  p.  44. the following 
lines are recorded concerning Beclret :- 

Per  Christi sponsa: Christi sub tempore: Christi I n  templo. Christi 
verus amator obit. 

T h e  A l s t o r y  of . - l n t ~ q ~ r i t t c s  of t h e  C'crthadrd C'hrtrch of C ~ i n t e r b u r g  b y  R e c d .  
J f r .  J .  D n r f ,  Lo12do11. Printed and cold by J .  Cole engraver a t  the Croxn in 
Great Kirby Street. EIattoii Garden, and J. Hoddle, Engraver. XDCCXXVJ.  

I n  the  first par t  of this folio v o l ~ ~ n i e  there are several sheets of small 
engravings giving tlle llanles and arnis (many on a page) of the subscribers to 
the  work. Several of these were Freemasons. 

One shield, ' Elias Sydall, D.D.,"  has three gallows shaped squares on 
the shield. 

Other subscribers include : Christopher Wren Esq. 
The Most Noble Philip Wharton. Duke of Wliarton, etc. 
Robert Cliurcldl Nason (Mason inay be the name or occupation). 
Alexander Chocke Esq. 
Mr. Papillon Ball, Nerchant in London. 
John  Woodward, I1I.D. 
1 3 s  Grace Jalnes l)ulre of Chandos. 
N r .  Benjamin Cole. Engraver. (His coat of arnis shows a Bull on a 

shield divided from top to bottoni by an indented line). 
Mr .  Edward Stallton Mason (Query as before). 
Mr .  Robert Kidwell nlasoll (Query as before). 
Hon. Charles Bertie. 
David Papillon Esq. I1I.P. 
Earl  of Dalkeith. 

(p. 10.) Beclret ' whom they buried obscurely in the Undercroft lest his 
body as the assassins had tlireate~ied should be exposed to wild beasts and birds." 

(p. 18.) They went and arnied theniselves bringing soldiers with them 
and following hini into the Cllurch, whither he was then gone to even song. 
began to cry out ' Where is this rebel, where is this Archbishop ? " H e  was a t  
t ha t  time about the 3rd or. 4th step going up into the Presbytery or Choir on 
hearing theni he turned back telling theni if they sought him lie was there. 
Upon which they fell upon him while he in the meantime was expostulating 
with Regiriald to whom he had done great favours. In  short after many wounds 
h e  fell down a t  tlle foot of S t .  Bennets' Altar  where while reconimending the 
cause of the  Church to God, to the  Blessed Virgin, to the Patrons of the Church 
and S t .  Ilenys he expired. These inhuman \{retches are said to have cut off the 
corona or top of the skull and stirr'cl I ~ i s  brains about and sprinkled them and 
his blood upon the pavenient after which they stripped him of his upper vest- 
ments. I n  this fray was cut off the a im of one of the monks by interposing . . . 

The Archbishop thus niurthered, his body lay for some time upon the 
pavement where he fell till when the arnied forces were gone the  nionks carried 
him and laid hini before the  high altar, but  hearing tha t  those soldiers intended 
to  return and drag his body out of the church and city and give i t  to the dogs 
and  birds, the  Abbot of Boxley and Prior buried him tha t  night in the furthest 
part  of the crypt. 

(p. 19.) W e  shall just speak of the form and manner of the shrine in 
which he lay. 

It was built about a man's height all of stone then upward of timber 
plain. within which was a chest of iron containing the  bones of Thonias Becket 
skull and all with the wound of his death and the  piece cut out of the  skull 
laid in the same wound. The timber work of this shrine on the  outside was 
covered with plates of gold daniaslred and embossed with wires of gold garnished 
with broches, images, angels, chains, precious stones, and great orient pearls. 

Dar t  also describes a separate shrine for the severed crown. (He makes 
reference to Gervase de comb. Eccl. Cliristi. Cant.) 

(p. 29.) Over the  South door. The figures of the t h ree  &Iurtlierers of 
Archbishop Becket. 



; Irchhrs?~op Becke t  and t h e  J fnsons '  C o m p a n y  of L o n d o n .  145 

~ i t c i ~ t l b o o f i s  to  C'at?~edrczls of En97a~zc?. Southern Division. 3rd. Impression. 
London ( J .  Alurray) 1903. 

(p.  403.) After a fierce dispute in which the Archbishops language was 
a t  least as violent as t ha t  of the  Knights Fitzurse roused to  frenzy, struck off 
Becket's cap with his sword. The Archbishop then covered his eyes with his 
hands and commended himself to God, to St. Denys of France, to St. Alphege, 
and the other saints of the  Church. 

Tracy sprang forward and struck more decidedly. Grim, whose arm was 
still round the Archbishop, threw i t  up  to avert the  blow: his arni was nearly 
severed, and Grim fled to the Altar  of S t .  Benedict close by. The stroke also 
wounded Becket who after two others, also froni Tracy, fell flat on his face before 
the corner wall. I n  this position, Richard le Bret crying " Take this for the 
love of my lord William, the  King's brother, '  struck him so violently, that  the 
-calp or crown was severed froni the skull, and the  sword snapped in two on 
the  pavement. Hugh  of Horsea, the Chaplain of Robert de Broo, who was 
with the lrnights, then thrust  his sword into the wound, and scattered the brains 
over the floor. This was the final act. Hugh de JIoreville was the only one 
of the knights who had struck no blow. H e  had been holding the entrance of 
the  transept. The four knights then rushed from the church through the 
cloisters, and re-entered the  palace which they plundered, carrying off from the 
stable the horses, on which Beclret had always greatly prided himself. 

(p. 406.) (The sword worn by Hugh de Noreville was preserved in 
Carlisle Cathedral ancl is still to be seen a t  Brayton-hall in Cumberland.) 

The same book depicts the shrine a t  p. 417 (from the  Cottonian MS.) 
(p. 416. X X V I I . )  Some account of the ironslntzo?z of the relics of 

Becket to this part of the  Cathedral, of the shr ine  i t s e l f ,  and of its later his tory ,  
may here be given. 

On the morning after the  murder, the body of the Archbishop for fear of 
the  Knights, who threatened yet further to dishonour i t ,  was hastily buried a t  
the east end of the crypt. 

IIere i t  remained after the  soleinn canonisation by Pope Alesander 111. 
in 1173. and after  the fire of 1174, until the new choir and chapels had for 
some time been completed, and everything was duly prepared for its translation. 

This took place on Tuesday Ju ly  7, 1220, after two years notice circulated 
throughout Europe, and before such an  assemblage as had never been collected 
in any part of England before . . , 

' (p. 419.) The Vigil of the  Translation Ju ly  6th had always been kept 
as a solemn fast in the English Church until 1537. 

T h e  Col10~uie.s of E r n s n ~ ~ i s .  (Translated by N. Bailey and published in London 
in 1725.) The Religious Pilgrimage. 

(Page 1 in Vol. 11. of Edition pnblished by Reeves and Turner 1878.) 
(Erasmus thus describes a visit he paid to Becket's shrine a t  Canterbury 

in 1512 in company with Dean Colet.) 

(p. 26.) I n  the south Porch of the Church stand three Stone Statutes 
of Men in Armour, who with wicked hands murdered the  holy Illan, with the 
names of their Countries. T ~ t s c i ,  Fusc i ,  and B c r f i .  

X e n .  Why have such wicked Men so much honour done them?  
OI/+ They have the  same Honour done to then1 tha t  is done to J u d a s ,  

P i l n t e ,  C'ccinphns, and the Band of wicked Soldiers, whose images you may see 
carved upon stately Altars : and their names are added : t ha t  none after them 
might arrogate to Cheniselves the  Glory of the Fact .  They are set there in open 
Sight to be a Warning to wicked Courtiers, t ha t  no one may hereafter presume 
to  lay his Hand on either Bishops or the  possessions of the  Church. For these 
three Ruffians ran mad with Horror of the  Fact  they had committed: nor had 
they come to theniselves again had not holy T11omas been implored in Favour 
of them. 

(p. 27. etc.) Here is a full account of the Relics and the Shrine. 
Among the Relics i t  is said-'. There also is shown you a leaden Pla te  with this 
Inscription, Thomas Acrensis." 



Copy of Letter  to  T T v .  J .  S17tll/nms. 
40, AIurray Road. 

Wimbledon. 
Dear Sir. 26.1.28. 

The only reference I can find to a Thomas a Becket Miracle Play is on 
p. 164 of Vol. 2 of S ' .  Edmund Chambers' T h e  Jfedlevcd S t a g e : -  ' Vore 
interesting is the pageant of St .  Thomas the Martyr on December 29 at 
Canterbury with the  Saint on a cart and Knights played by children and an 
altar and a Device of an angel with a ' leder bag for the blade.' " Even this 
(some accounts of which are printed on p. 345 of the same volume) seems to 
have been a pageant in dumb show rather than a proper miracle play, and as 
there is no other reference to ' Thornas the  Nar tyr , '  i . e .  Becket, in the index, 
I think you may take i t  that  Chambers knew of no other. I t  is possible that 
speaking plays about Becket were not encouraged as raising awkward questions 
as to the  relations of Church and State. 

Faithfully yours, 
(Signed) A .  W. POLLARD. 

Letter nddresserl t o  I t ' .  J .  lT*illiarns. 
Dean and Chapter of Canterbury. 

Chapter Library, 
The Precincts, 

Canterbury. 
Dicfated.  January  30, 1928. 

My dear Sir, 
Ile Darts His tory ,  p. 9 .  

The reference to the three figures of the Murderers of Archbishop Becket 
is quite correct. The fourth, as he struck no blow, came to be called, the 
"good murderer," and was not thus held up in stone to the judgment of 
posterity. The three figures however were removed long ago from the south 
porch, though the canopy can still be discerned. 

I n  re Niracle Plays .  
Miracle plays, as you assume, took place a t  Canterbury Cathedral, but 

my research is unable to find any reference to a play dealing with Archbishop 
Becket's death. Two experts I have consulted have never heard of such a play 
being performed here. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) SABIUEL BICKERSTETH, 

Librarian. 

APPENDIX.  

(N.B.-All abbreviations have been espanded.) 

P.C.C. 42 Marche (f. 332). 
Testamentum Walteri Waltone. 

I n  dei Nomine Amen xvjO die mensis Augusti Anno Domini hT°CCCCmo xviijo. 
EPO Walterus Waltone Civis et Mason London' c o m ~ o s  mentis et in bona 

U 

memoria mea existens condo et ordinb presens testamentunl meum in hunc modum. 
I n  primis leg0 et  commend0 animam meam deo omnipotenti creatori nleo beateque 
Marie Virgini Na t r i  eins et  omnibus sanctis suis corpusque meum ad sepeliendum 
in ecclesia sancti Andree de Baynardescastell' London' et  lego fabrice naius 
eiusdenl ecclesie pro sepultura mea ibidem habenda vjs. viijd. I tem lego summo 
Altari eiusdem ecclesie pro decimis et oblacionibus meis oblitis et retractis iiijs. 
E t  v010 quod habeam die sepulture mee cluatuor torcheos et  duos Cereos ardentes 
circa corpus meum et  post humacionem meam factum lego predictos duos cereos 
ad deseruiendos et  expendendos in predicta ecclesia tamdiu . . . valeant. 
Item lego cuilibet Capellano eiusdem ecclesie interessenti ad exequias meas vjd. 



I tem lego Cuilibet parochiali Cleric0 eiusdem ecclesie vjd. I tem lego novo operi 
sancti Pauli vjs. viijd. I tem iego xvjs. viijd. quos Johannes Walton' frater 
nleus michi debet ad releuacionem et  sustentacionem cuiusdam Capelle vocate 
Lee in Comitatu Gloucestrie. I tem leg0 Johanne vxori nlee nonlille dotis sue 
omnium bonorum meorum sibi de me continnentis medietatem omnium bonorunl 

0 

meorum post debita mea persoluta et omnia hustilmenta vtensilia et  neecessaria 
Aule Camere et  Coquine mee quouisnlodo pertinentia tan1 in Jocalibus quam 
in omnibus alijs rebus quibuscumque. I tem leg0 Johanne [sic] Oldlond 
apprintic[io] meo ad finem termini apprinticietatis sue vnum Hewyng' Axe 
et  v j  Irens pro JIasonry. I tem leg0 ad habendun1 vnum Trentale sancti 
Gregorij in debita forma celebrandum xiijs, iiijd. I tem volo quod habeam 
statim post decessunl meum de quolibet ordine fratrum London' xxx missas 
I tem lego Alicie seruienti nzee ijs. Item leg0 fraternitati artis nlee vjs. viijd. 
Item leg0 Radulfo Oldlond Mason' meum Compas essens apud Shene. Item 
leg0 Thome Perpoynts Mason meum capucium de vetere liberata mistere mee. 
I tem lego Johanni Croxton Mason optimum Compas. I tem leg0 Ricardo Brente 
meum Maximum Compas. I tem pardono Johanni Gerarde Carpenterio vjs. viijd. 
quos michi ,debet e t  leg0 Johanne vxori eiusdem Johannis Gerarde vjs. viijd. 
I tem . . . Johanni Forest[er] vnam de togis meis ad disposicionem execu- 
torum meorum. Item lego Waltero Ermynger xls. Residuum vero omnium 
bonorum meorum mobilium vbicumque existencium post debita mea soluta e t  
legata mea perimpleta do e t  leg0 integre Executoribus meis ad disponendum 
pro anima mea secundum eorum discrecionem prout eis melius videbatur deo 
placere et saluti anime mee proficere. Huius a i t e m  testamenti mei meos facio 
et constituo fideles Executores . . . ~red ic t am Johannam vxorem meam et 
Henricum Jolypas Clericum et  leg0 eidem Henrico pro labore suo circa premissa 
faciendo xxs. et  constituo superuisorem istius testamenti mei Thomam Coaddoke 
Clericum et leg0 eidem Thome pro labore suo circa premissa faciendo xiijs. iiijd. 
I n  cuius rei testimonium huic presenti testamento meo sigillum meum apposui. 
Datum Londoqie die e t  Anno supradictis etcetera. Probatum fuit  hoc testa- 
mantum Coram Magistro Johanne Estcourt vj. die Mensis Octobris Anno domini 
AIOccccOxviijO etcetera. Commissa est adnlinistracio cuidam Johanne relicte et 
executori dicti defuncti etcetera et  alter Executor videlicet Henricus J o l i ~ a s  
penitus recusauit et  predicta Johanna habet. 

By the Will of Henry de Yevele as translated in the  London and Middlesex 
Arch~ological Transactions, v01 ii., p. 266, a reversionary interest was given 
" i n  aid of the rebuilding of the old aisle where the  sick poor lie within the 
church of the Hospital of Saint Thomas the  Martyr of Southwark." 

Yevele was the  Keeper of London Bridge. A main feature of tha t  
Bridge was a Chapel in honour of Becket. By his Will he made a bequest in 
connection with tha t  Chapel. On page 186 of Westlake's Parish Guilds of 
M e d i ~ v a l  England (London 1919) particulars are given of a Gild named after 
St. Thomas the Marytr ,  which met in tha t  Chapel. That  Fraternity was 
associated with one which met in the neighbouring Church of St .  AIagnus in 
which Church Yevele was buried and where his monument stood until the  
Great Fire destroyed i t .  The particulars given by Westlake are taken from the 
Gild returns made in  1399. The same book (Appendix item 465) records a 
Gild of the Carpenters meeting a t  St .  Thomas of Acon and refers to their Craft 
statutes which were dated 1st September, 1333, and are printed in A.Q.C. 
xxvii., 8. 

A Church a t  Bristol and numerous other Churches and Fraternities were 
named after Becket. The Abbey of Arbroath, in Scotland, was founded not 
long after his death in his honour. So also was another great Abbey in 
Dublin. The seal of the Archbishop of Canterbury as used for many years 
depicted his death. So, according to Sir W .  Besant, did one of the City of 
London seals. So also did the Arbroath Seals, as to which see the Nasoltic 
Alagazind for May, 1882, where one of such seals is shown and much interesting 
information is given as t o  a local Lodge and their use of a particular seal. 
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We take our own Q.C. Lodge emblem from the Isabella Nissal. The same 
Xissal shows on another page the Martyrdom of Becket. I n  the British 
3Iuseum (31s. 17012) is an illuminated Horal presented by Henry V I I .  to 
his Queen with a request in his writing for her prayers. This contains a 
beautiful and highly finished illustration of Becket's martyrdom. Grim is 
shown with arm uplifted trying to avert the  sword stroke which is being given 
by one of three armed knights. (This drawing shows no trace of the fourth 
knight.) A telephotograph of the Becket Boss in Exeter Cathedral is a t  p. 172 
of Bosses and  Corbels of Exeter Cathedrul, by E .  K.  Prideaux and G.  R. Holt 
Shafto (Exeter and London, 1910). This bms is also a remarkable work of 
ar t  and is said to be " in many respects the most finished and careful work in 
" the whole nave vault, and its execution was evidently a matter of considerable 
' *  importance to which much care and thought were devoted." 

A hearty vote of thanks rras passed to Bro. Willian~s on the proposition of 
Bro. G. Norman, seconded by Bro. Lionel Vibert ; comn~ents being offered by or on 
behalf of Bros. J. Heron Lepper, E. H. Dring, J. Walter Hobbs, W. W. Covey-Crump, 
R.  H. Baxter. G. W. Daynes, H. C. de Lafontaine, and G. W. Bullamore. 

Bro. G. W .  DAYNES writes:- 

Bro. Williams is, I consider, to be congratulated on his paper upon 
3Iedi;eval Masonry, and for a t  least two reasons: first, because he has once more 
dug up for us a number of very interesting facts concerning operative Masons, 
and, secondly, because he has pointed out certain suggestive aspects from which 
some of these facts may be viewed. For even if we cannot go the whole way 
with him in regard to such suggestions, tha t  does not in any way detract from 
the value of the  facts he has unearthed. 

The success tha t  has already attended Bro. Williams' efforts will, I trust, 
induce him to persevere amongst the Registers of Wills and ascertain for us 
whether there are any further matters of interest to be gleaned from these 
ancient testaments of medkval  craftsmen. The Wills cited by him clearly 
demonstrate how even these very prosaic documents may add substantially to 
our knowledge, although many might think tha t  this line of research was an 
unprofitable one. 

I n  the  Will of Walter Walton (1418) we have the  words " in due form" 
and " my old and free mystery " :  and surely the latter expression should give 
food for thought to everyone endeavouring to ascertain the exact meaning of 
the term " Freemason." I n  the Will of William Hancock (1388) we have the 
word " Mason " not latinized in any way, although in  the Wills of Thomas Cake 
alzas Thomas Malling (1412) and John Clifford (1411) the  term is " cementarius." 
It may also be noted thab none of the Wills cited by Bro. Williams use the 
term ' freemason.' Again, the reference to the Livery Cloak shows that  even 
before 1418 the right of the London Company of Masons to a Livery must have 
been recognized. 

Bro. Williams gives two quotations to show that  up  to 1356 there was in 
London no " definite governing body for the self regulation of the conduct of 
members of the Craft." This, however, cannot, I think,  be construed as con- 
clusive evidence that  there was a t  that  time no body of Masons in London with 
a definite organization. There are records to testify tha t  London, as well as 
many other cities and towns, although permitting trade gilds or companies, was 
very loth to give these organizations the self-governing powers which they all 
acquired a t  a later period. The reason why, in 1356, " the Masons of the City 
of London had not erected a domestic tribunal for the purpose of settling their 
t r ade  disputes" may have been because, a t  tha t  date, the City Officials were 



still in a position to insist upon all matters in dispute coming before the City 
Courts, and not because the Craft was but informally organized. The question 
raised by Bro. Williams involves a consideratioil of the general development of 
Craft Gilds; for I believe i t  will be found that ,  in London, as elsewhere, those 
Crafts that  had, in the early stages of the Gild movement, erected tribunals for 
settling their own disputes had done so in spite of the City Authorities, and 
that ,  therefore, i t  was only those Crafts tha t  could by their strength defy the 
City Authorities tha t  had a t  tha t  period their own tribunal. I n  Norwich-a 
City which modelled itself in many respects upon London-the Authorities had 
complete control over its Gilds. I n  Henry 111.'~ Charter of 1256 i t  was ordained 
that  no Gild should be " held in the City to  the detriment of the City." and 
we find that a t  the close of that  century Craftsmen are still being fined for having 
Gilds without licence, although the City gave formal recognition to the Gild 
system in 1286. Even as late as 1531 it was ordained by the Assembly " t h a t  
no Gilds of Crafts, fraternities or Companies shall make or assess any manner 
of fines for any manner of default within themselves, but all such defaults shall 
be presented unto the 3Iayor." ( T h e  Records  of t h e  C'lty of S o r u ~ i c h ,  i i . .  114.) 
Apparently, the Gilds in Norwich had this power to some extent in 1449, but 
i t  was thus taken away because of the abuse of that  power. Bristol was another 
City which jealously scrutinized the Ordinances of its Gilds. E .  Lipson tells us 
that  " I n  Bristol as in Norwich the Authorities refused to allow the Gild the 
right to coercive jurisdiction over its members in matters of trade." (Economic  
H i s t o r y  of England, p. 330.) 

The Hospital of S t .  Thomas of Acon was, we are told, the  meeting place 
of Livery Companies from time to time, and we also know that  in addition to 
the Masons Company another Company-the Mercers-were intimately connected 
with it until its suppression, when that  Company purchased the property. 
Clearly, if more than one Company used the Hospital a t  which to meet they 
would have to fix different days for their Annual Assembly. I t  may even be 
that  the days for these Annual Assemblies were regulated by the  City Officials 
in London, either by the approval of each Craft Ordinance, or by direct Orders. 
I f  so, the date of the  Annual Assembly of each Craft had nothing to do with 
the Company itself. I n  Norwich the Ordinances for Crafts. passed in 1449. 
provided that  " the electiones of wardeynes of craftis of enery crafte in the cite 
and suburbes thereof " should be at  a general assembly of each craft " what day 
them liketh betwix the first day of Naii and the Nonenday nexte after the 
nlasse of the Fest of Corporis Christi." This latter date was the second 
Thursday after Trinity Sunday. I n  1543 a new set of Ordinances were made 
by the City under which certain days were appointed for the several Gilds 
respectively to keep their Annual Assembly. The day fixed for the " JIasons, 
tylers, lynlebrenners and smythes " was the 5th Sunday after Trinity. 

I n  1481, although the Masons Company of London had by their Ordinances 
to meet " on the Feast of Holy Trinity or within 10 days of the same," yet 
they had for some years ceased to meet at the Hospital. having erected a Hall 
of their own. A t  tha t  time their Patron Saints appear to have been the 
Quatuor Coronati, for by the  above mentioned Ordinances i t  was directed " that  
every freeman of the Craft shall attend a t  Christchurch on the Feast of Quatuor 
Coronati to hear Mass under the penalty of 12 pence." Then again the Church 
they attended was not the Church of St .  Thomas of Acre, in Cheapside, but 
Christchurch, in Aldgate, the Church of the Priory of the  Holy Trinity at  
Aldgate. Unless, therefore, i t  can be shown that  the Annual Assembly of 
Jlasons did actually take place on the  Feast of Trinity before their association 
with the Priory of Holy Trinity, i t  would seem far more likely that the day 
of the Annual Assembly was fixed by the Masons-if indeed it was fixed by 
them and not by the City Authorities--on account of this association rather than 
because St .  Thomas of Acre had introduced the Feast of Holy Trinity into 
England in 1162. If the  Nasons had wanted to perpetuate the memory of 
St. Thomas in such a manner, surely they would have selected either the day 
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of his martyrdom-29th December-or the Feast of the ~ r a & l a t i o n  of St .  
Thomas-7th Ju ly .  Both days would be well-known, and were in the  English 
Calendar until erased by Henry V I I I .  

Evidence, however, is still wanting tha t  the Annual Assembly of the 
Xasons ever was held on the Feast of Holy Trinity. W e  are only 'told tha t  i t  
was to be held on Trinity Sunday or within ten days thereof. Bu t  t ha t  latitude 
xould enable the Neeting to be held on or near to Corpus Christi Day, the first 
Thursday after Trinity Sunday, a day which became of f a r  greater importance 
in the Church than Trinity Sunday. This Festival was made obligatory on the 
whole Church by a Papal  Bull, first promulgated in 1264. I n  due course i t  
became the  principal Feast of the Church. On tha t  day there was the procession 
of the Sacrament in  which the Members of all t rade and Craft Gilds took part. 
A t  the date of the Ordinances under discussion i t  was nearly universal for the 
procession to  be followed by the performance of mystery or miracle plays, 
arranged and acted by the  members of such Gilds as had taken par t  in the earlier 
pageant. City and Town Records tell of Corpus Christi pageants a t  Norwich, 
Ipswich, Beverley, York, Coventry, Hereford, Bristol, and many other places. 
The popularity of the feast continued until its suppression after the Reformation. 

While noting the bequest of legacies by Masons towards the 'structure of 
St. Thomas of Acre, and the expression of a desire to  be buried in tha t  place, 
Bro. Williams wisely remarks tha t  i t  would be unwise to rely much upon any 
inferences to  be drawn therefrom. Whilst meeting a t  the Hospital of St. 
Thomas of Acre what would be more likely than tha t  Masons should make such 
gifts, or express such desire as to  burial. One can hardly assume tha t  i t  was 
for any esoteric reason. If Bro. Williams would continue his researches amongst 
the Wills of Nasons he might be able to tell us whether the custom above 
referred to  was continued by Masons after they had left the Hospital, and were 
nleeting in their own Hall  and attending a t  C h r i s t ~ h u ~ c h  in Aldgate. On the 
other hand, i t  might be found tha t ,  from such a period, gifts were being made 
to the Priory, or for the upkeep of Christchurch. 

Bro. Williams refers to  a Book upon the History of Antiquities of the 
Cathedral Church of Canterbury, and gives the names of a few of the subscribers 
to that  work who were Freemasons. Does Bro. Williams suggest t ha t  this Book 
was purchased by these Freemasons because its contents had any esoteric or 
other special interest for these Brethren? Such a suggestion would seem rather 
far fetched. Bro. Williams does not tell us how many subscribers there were 
to this Book, nor how many of them he has traced as being Masons. W e  cannot, 
therefore, learn whether the proportion was a substantial one or not. I t  is 
more than probable tha t  both the Publishers were Freemasons, and this alone 
might account for the support received from the Craft. John Cole was probably 
some relative-perhaps Father-of Benjamin Cole, the Freemason. A t  this date 
there seem to have been a t  least two Engravers of the name of John Cole. 
(d .Q.Cf .  xx.,  9.) It would almost look as if the John Cole of the Crown in 
Great Kirby Street, Hatton Garden, was the same as the John Cole who etched 
136 plates for a History of Canterbury CatJ~edral and Westnzin&er A b b e y ,  
published in 1727. J. Hoddle, the other Publisher, might well be John  Hoddle 
who was S .W.  (1723). and W.31. (1726), of the Lodge a t  the Greyhound, Fleet 
Street, in 1723, moved to  the Globe Tavern, Fleet Street, by 1725. 

I have purposely abstained from commenting upon, or otherwise referring 
t o ,  the quotations in the paper dealing with the death of Thomas & Becket as 
I shall not have the opportunity of hearing the interpretations placed upon 
them by Bro. Williams when giving his paper. I much regret my absence, as 
I am sure tha t  such additions as Bro. Williams may make t o  this paper when 
reading it will be of considerable interest, whether we can accept his interpreta- 
tions or not. 



Bro. J. HERON LEPPER wri tes  :- 

I n  joining in the congratulations and thanks which Brother Willianzs will 
receive for his valuable and erudite paper. I intend to confine my remarks to 
tha t  portion of i t  in which. with comn~endable discretion, he hints that  certain 
faint echoes from medizval legends of the Saints are still audible to-day in our 
Masonic ceremonies. 

With this suggestion I am in entire agreement. and I offer the extracts 
that  follow by way of further illustration to his argument. 

In Tlie G o l t l e ~ ~  L r g e , l t / ,  a compilation which popularized the lives of the 
Saints before the year 1255, though additions were made to the main text of 
Jacobus de Voragine a t  later periods, we find tha t  the exposure of the corpse 
after death was looked upon 'S a very great punisl~ment. - ( I  quote from the 
French edition by Teodor de Wyzewa, Paris: 1902.) 

Thus after Saint Vincent's martyrdom, Dacien " caused the body of the 
Saint to be exposed in a field, to be devoured there by the beasts and birds of 
prey " (p. 103). After the  murderers of Saint Julienne had been drowned. 
" their bodies which the sea had cast up on the 'shore were devoured by bcasts 
and birds of prey " (p. 157). The Prefects who martyred Saints Prime and 
Felicien ordered tha t  " their bodies should be thrown out as food for the dogs 
and birds " (p.  287). 

I have another instance of the same kind to offer from another source. 
but ,  before passing from T h e  GoIden T , r ! g ~ / ~ t l ,  will give one other extract showing 
a connection between the  Blasons Mystery and Saint Thomas, though it is not 
the Saint Thonlas of Canterbury with which this paper is chiefly concerned :- 

While Thomas the Apostle was a t  Cesarea the Lord appeared to him and said: 
Gondofer the King of India has sent his provost Abbanes to look for a man 

skilled in architecture. Come, and I will present you to him ' . . . Then 
as the provost was walking about the Forum the Lord said to h im:  ' What are 
you looking for, young man ? ' Abbanes replied : ' hIy master has .eat me here 
to engage skilful architects in his service, for he wishes to build for himself a 
palace in the Roman style.' Then the Lord presented Thomas to him, with the 
assurance that  he was very skilled in the art  of architecture " (p.  31). 

My next extracts come from The  Gentle  Craft by Thonlas Deloney 
(London 1648, reprint edited by Francis Oscar Alann, Oxford Press, 1912. from 
which my quotations are taken). This book, compiled by a famous Elizabethan 
ballad-writer and pamphleteer, has preserved the  contenlporary traditions of the 
Brotherhood of Shoemakers. As  comparative evidence of nloribund Gild customs 
they will, I think, be found to contain some matter of interest to us even to-day. 
It will be for every Brother to read between the lines for himself. 

Saint Hugh,  the patron of shoemakers. was martyred by being made to 
drink the blood of his beloved, Saint Winifred, mingled with poison in three 
draughts. " The third being delivered him, he took the cup into his hand, and,  
looking about, he said:  ' Lo here I drink to all the Kind Yeomen of the GeratIe 
Craft. I drink to you all (quoth he) but I cannot spare you one drop to 
pledge me. Had  I any good thing to give, you should soon receive i t :  but 
my selfe the Tyrant doth take and my flesh is bequeathed to the fowls, so that  
nothing is left but onely my bones to  pleasure you withall: and those, if they 
will do you any good, take them:  and so I humbly take my leave, bidding you 
all farewell.' Then with the last draught, he finished his life, who-e dead 
carkasse after hanged u p  where the fowls devoured his flesh . . ." (p. 87). 
The shoemakers afterwards rescued his bones from thc gallows, and carried them 
sway in a bag, from which time their working tools have been knoml as " Saint 
Hugh's bones." One of the tests of having been admitted to their Gild was 
an ability to reckon up the tools in rhyme.  as follows (p. 89) :- 
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" N y  friends. I pray you list to me 
And mark what S. I l u g h e s  bones shall be. 
First a Drawer and a Dresser, two wedges, a more and a lesser 
A pretty block three inches high. in fashion squared like a Die. 
Which shall be called by proper name, a Heel-block, the very same. 
A Hand-leather and a Thumb-leather likewise, 
to  pull out shoo-thread we must devise: 
The Needle and the Thimble, shall not be left alone, 
The Pincers and the pricking Aule, and the rubbing stone. 
The Aule steele and tackes, the Sow-haires beside, 
The Stirrop holding fast, while we sowe the  Cow-hide. 
The whetstone, the stopping-stick, and the paring knife: 
All this doth belong to a Journeynlans life. 
Our Apron is the Shrine, to wrap these bones i n :  
Thus shrowded we Saint HUQJL in gentle Lambs skin." 

After t ha t  we ge t :  " And i t  shall be concluded, t ha t  what journey-man soever 
he be here after ,  tha t  cannot handle his sword and buckler. his long sword or a 
Quarter-staffe, sound the Trumpet, or a play upon the Flute, and bear his part 
in a three mans Song, and readily reckon up his Tools in Rime: except he 
have born colours in the  field, being a Lieutenant, a Sergeant or Corporall, shall 
forfeit and pay a pottle of wine, or be counted for a colt." 

Deloney later (p. 177 e t  seq.)  describes some incidents in the career of 
a young shoemaker which may be a fictional presentation of what actually did 
take place in his own day in real life. Two wayfarers meet and enter into 
conversation : - 

" B u t  tell me what pack is that  thou bearest a t  thy back? 
Marry they be Saint Hlrc/l/es bones: 
Saint Hughes  bones (quoth Harrie) what is t h a t ?  
A kind of commodity (said Torn) which I cannot misse, for they be 
my working tooles . . . 
Tush (quoth Tons)  shoomakers will not see one another lacke, for it is 
our use if wee know of a good fellow tha t  comes to  towne. wanting either 
meat or money, and tha t  he make himselfe knowne, he shall Leede to 
take no further care, for he shall be sure tha t  the  iornevman of tha t  " " 
place will not onely give him kinde welcome, but  also provide him all 
things necessary of free cost: And if he be disposed to  worke among 
them, he shall have a Master provided by their meanes. without any 
sute made by himselfe a t  all . . . 
And coming in this sort to Gilford, they were both taken for shoomakers 
and very hartely welcomed by the jorneymen of t ha t  place. especially 
Harry .  because they never saw him before: And a t  their meeting they 
askt him and [if] he could sing, or  sound the Trumpet,  or play on the 
Flute,  or recon up his tooles in rime, or nlanfully handle his pike staffe. 
or fight with a sword and bucklcr? 
Beleeve me (quotli Hurry) I can neither sound the Trumpet, nor play 
on the  F lu t e :  and beshroe his nose that  made me to recon up my tooles 
in rime nor in prose. 
Tonz hearing him say so: told them tha t  he had made him of an old 
serving mai a new shoomaker." 

These excerpts may help to bear out what Brother Williams's paper has 
suggested, t ha t  in studying the origin of some of our esoteric ceremonial, we 
shall do well not to neglect all we can learn about those Saints whose memories 
were held in high honour by our medizval Brethren. I would like to thank 
Brother Williams for a piece of work tha t  has been excellently carried out. 
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Bro. C. F. SYKES writes :- 

Brother Williams is to  be congratulated on his discovery of the Will of 
Walter Hancock and the distinctly interesting fact that  the Fraternity of 
Masons in London was founded a t  the Hospital of S t .  Thomas of Acres. I s  
the word ' founded ' t o  be understood in the sense of ' originated,' or in the 
more restricted sense of ' meeting ' or ' then established ' ? The first interpretation 
would imply tha t  the Fraternity came into being after the building of the 
Hospital of St. Thomas of Acres: the latter interpretation does not preclude 
the existence of a Fraternity of Masons in London before the latter part of the 
reign of Henry 11. 

The circumstances which Brother Williams quotes relating t o  1298 and 
1356 indicate tha t  there was no self governing Craft body a t  those times, but  
there had been immense building activities throughout the realm long prior to  
these dates, and it does not seen1 improbable that  future research may yet 
disclose a Craft governing body of an earlier date than tha t  nleetiug a t  St .  
Thomas of Acres. 

It is worth noting with respect to the life of Thomas L Eecket that  he 
is said to have been baptised in St .  Mary Colechurch, which stood a t  the South- 
West corner of Old Jewry,  the site adjoining the East end of Mercers' Hall and 
Chapel, and thus the parish in which his father resided. 

Later in the twelfth century. Peter, the Chaplain of this Church, was 
the architect of Old London Bridge, commenced 1176 and completed 1209. 
A t  the centre pier of the Bridge a Chapel dedicated t o  St .  Thomas of Canterbury 
was erected, styled in the L i b e r  G ' I I S ~ ~ I ~ O ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  i . ,  228. " Capella beati Thonlae 
Xartyris super Pontem. " It was a beautiful little structure, singular among 
bridge chapels, inasmuch as i t  was riot built on but  i n t o  f h e  pier, for i t  
possessed a crypt constructed in the body of the pier. The crypt was paved 
with black and white marble. Becket was thus directly associated with Old 
London Bridge, one of the architectural glories of Old London. 

St. Thomas's Hospital, Southwark, sometimes styled Becket's Hospital, 
originated soon after the building of the Chapel on the Bridge. 

The construction and dedication of these buildings so soon after Becket's 
death was an  expression of the  deep veneration in which Londoners held their 
fellow citizen. H e  was considered their own special saint, and Roger of 
Wendover tells us how. when the fleet of Richard I. was on a voyage to Lisbon 
in 1190 and in danger of wreck. St .  Thomas of Canterbury appeared to three 
different persons on the Londoners' ship to give them comfort, as though the 
citizens of London were to be regarded as especially under his protection. 

Bro. G.  W. BULLAMORE wr i t e s : -  

The association of a Fraternity of RIasons with St .  Thomas L Becket 
would be of great interest. But  there seems no evidence tha t  St .  Thonlas was 
the Patron Saint  of the Fraternity. There were more Fraternities than Churches. 
and the former were often associated with a shrine within the Church. The 
underlying reason for the connection, therefore. might have been that  the 
Illasons, like the Old Charges, invoked the Trinity and found a suitable shrine 
a t  St .  Thomas of Acres. 

The reconciliation of 1298 does not show that  the Fraternity had no 
control over its members, but  tha t  the dispute was tactfully terminated without 
the humiliation of either of these Masters of the Craft. 

I do not think i t  correct to look upon the Fraternity of Xasons as the 
Mistery of Masons. A Fraternity was a religious body which often acted as a 
Sick Benefit Society and as a Co-operative Chantry. The Mistery was the Craft 
and might contain more than one Fraternity or Fellowship. To be of the AIistery 
was to be of tha t  Craf t :  to be of the Fraternity had less significance. The 
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Trade Fraternities could, and did, accept members of no nlistery and of other 
Misteries. The limits of the Mistery might alter, and the Old Charges suggest 
that a t  one period the nlistery of hewing or stone preparation was apart  from 
the Craft or Mistery of laying. Included in the 3Iistery of the hewers would 
be the master men who made the effigies in incised slabs of the period. When 
the rank and file of the hewers and layers were brought under joint control in 
1356 as of one Mistery, the  sculptors would continue to be free. I look upon 
this branch of the hewers or Masons as the Guild which, as Free Masons, sent 
two representatives to the C o m m ~ n  Council in 1376-7. As master hewers with 
partial control of the new Mistery of Masons the same representatives acted 
with two others for these Masons. A t  a later date the sculptors had their own 
Coat of Arms, which suggests tha t  they became firmly established as a separate 
Craft or Nistery. Their identity was afterwards lost in the Company or Nistery 
of Freemasons which superseded or evolved from the Masons Company circa 1536. 

Bro. E. W .  MARSON writes :- 

Bro. Williams mentions the Will of a 'cementarius ' of the Parish of 
St. Paulinus Olave Southwark. I s  i t  a coincidence that  the St .  Thomas's 
Hospital, now in Lambeth, originated in connection with the Priory of St .  Mary 
Overy (the Church there being the  present Southwark Cathedral) ? I n  a little 
book entitled T h e  S t o r y  of Sou thwark  Cnth&ral, by the  Rev. T.  P. Stevens 
(Succentor and Sacrist of the Cathedral), we are told tha t  this Hospital was 
dedicated to St .  Thomas of Canterbury in 1228 A.D.,  and was known " through- 
out the Middle Ages as Becket's Spyttell." The Author of this book goes on 
to say that  ' the Priory was suppressed in 1540, and the Master, Brethren and 
Sisters turned adrift. ' '  And further that  " when Henry V I I I .  suppressed the 
institution, he promised to refound it as the  Hospital of the Holy Trinity." 
But Henry failed to keep his word, and i t  was not until the reign of Edward VI .  
(the date was 1552) tha t  the Hospital was re-opened, still under the name of 
St. Thomas's, but  not the same St.  Thomas, Reformation fervour causing the 
person of the  Saint to  be changed to St. Thonlas the Apostle. The Hospital 
was moved in 1862 to  Walworth, and in 1871 to its present site. The significant 
coincidences (if coincidences they are) are the  associations of the  names of St. 
Thomas and Holy Trinity. Mr. Stevens also states tha t  ' '  the Chapter House 
of Southwark Cathedral, in St .  Thomas's Street, was originally a parish church 
dedicated to St .  Thomas." It will be remembered that  Bro. Williams quotes 
from a document in  the name of Chaucer; and i t  will also be recollected that 
Chaucer's Canterbury Pilgrims started from Southwark, after hearing Mass in 
the Church there. 

Bro. CART DE LAFONTAINE wri tes  :- 

Bro. Williams certainly contributes a very interesting paper, full of 
information and thoroughly medizeval in flavour. 

Wha t  I especially value in the paper is the enthusiasm h e  puts into this 
and any subject which attracts his attention. and I think the line of 
reasoning he has evolved from the discovery of a Will (the Will specially 
mentioned in the conmlencement of his paper) i s  most ingenious and pains?aking. 
I t  also has a certain value with regard to the  early history of Operative Alasonry. 

Bro. Songhurst is mentioned as making a request-he wants to know 
why Masons are associated with St .  Thonlas of Acres. I hope Bro. Williams's 
array of facts will provide a partial, but  perhaps not convincing, answer. There 
is an allusion made to St .  Thomas the Apostle and to the fact of his being 
depicted as holding a square. The reason for his holding a square may be 



found by reference to Mrs. Jameson's works, where, under the heading of 
St. Thomas the Apostle, a very interesting legend is recounted. I had thought 
of transcribing the same, but  i t  really does not belong to  the subject now before 
us. though i t  has a direct bearing on Masonry in the original acceptance of 
that  cerm. 

And now some few references to passages quoted by Bro. Williams from 
Mr. Watney's book. On p.  46 reference is made t o  the Will of William Weste. 
The whole intent of the same would be made clearer by fuller quotation, as, 
for instance: ' '  William Westc bequeathed to Friar  John Neel. master of the 
hospital, and the brethren of the same, a tenement in Bowyer Rowe, so tha t  
they prayed for the souls of the said John Neel, after liis death, of William 
and Lucy, his parents, and of Cristina Neel and others." This straightens out 
the somewhat confused statement in the paper. 

I n  the reference to  pp. 94 and 95, i t  should, I think,  have been made 
clear that  the King himself granted the licence. 

The allusion to  the destruction of the new picture of S t .  Thomas, mentioned 
in Wriothesly's Chronicle, leads to a confusion of ideas. It was the image, and 
not the nicture. tha t  was mutilated. " The image of S. Thomas. which stood " 
over the great gate of the hospital, was taken down by order of secretary 
Cromwell, and a maidenhead of stone was set up  in its place. I n  1553 the 
image of S. Thomas, which had been taken down in 1538, was again set up by 
order of the Company." Wriothesley, under date January  9th,  1559, says 
t h a t  the image was tha t  day found broken, and cast down; and an Italian, 
writing to  the Castellan of 3Iantua on January  23rd. says tha t  the statue was 
stoned, beheaded, and thrown down entirely, and the stucco statue of a little 
girl placed in i ts  stead. This must be the " maidenhead " to which allusion 
has just been made. 

I notice tha t  in an  earlier par t  of the paper we have the words " not the  
Apostle, but St .  Thomas of Acres." However correct the latter denomination 
may be, when applied to an  ecclesiastical foundation, i t  is certainly not right, 
and it never can be right, to speak of St. Thonlas a Becket as  St .  Thonlas of 
Acres. 

As I am away (and I must express to Bro. Williams my regret a t  not 
being able to hear him read his paper) I have no books or documents with me 
which enable me to make any further remarks. I think a subject of great 
interest has been opened u p  to  us, and I consider tha t  the writer of the paper 
deserves our thanks for t he  erudition displayed. 

Bro. R. H. BAXTER writes:- 

Otur Brother W. J.  Williams is certainly t o  be congratulated heartily on 
his indefatigable researches into all sorts of out of the way subjects, which from 
time to time have added interesting facts to our stock of knowledge. 

1 3 s  latest discovery of particulars of the Will of Walter  Hancock, Mason, 
has afforded him the opportunity of presenting to the Lodge a most suggestive 
paper which cannot fail to evoke expressions of appreciation. 

True. i t  is so successfullv camouflaeed-even in the title-as to conceal " 
much of the argument, and still in its printed form i t  makes us rub our eyes 
with astonishment. It is probable tha t  much may be said in open Lodge, which 
it would not be prudent t o  print ,  tha t  may carry conviction to those who have 
the privilege of being present-a pleasure I am unfortunately denied-but, so 
far ,  I have to regret inability, in the lack of something more substantial, to  
accept the ingenious hypothesis of our Author. 

That  the circumstances surrounding the death of Becket had no connection 
whatever with anything Masonic could be got over by a naive suggestion tha t  
some confusion had arisen between St .  Thomas the Apostle, a Patron Saint of 
;\Iasonry, and St .  Thonlas of Canterbury, which is not impossible. But I have 
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heard so many other explanations of a possible origin of the source of a certain 
ceremony that  I hope I may not be unduly accused of being a third Thomas- 
and a doubting one a t  tha t .  

Bro. W. J. WILLIAMS writes, in reply:- 

I am indebted to the Brethren who have favoured me with comments on 
this essay of mine. I t  is consoling to find that  in no single particular does 
any of them question the accuracy of my allegations of fact or of the quotations 
made by me. This does not mean that  every Brother deduced the same result 
from the facts. 

I much regret tha t  Bro. Dring and Bro. IIobbs. who contributed to the 
discussion in Lodge, are no longer with us. Bro. Heron Lepper has presented 
us with some interesting sidelights oil the topics under consideration. Bro. 
de Lafontaine extends the quotation made by nle as to the Will of Williani 
Weste. I do not see any confusion i11 my quotation,, but  if there is any i t  is 
now " straightened out " by his welcome aid. 

The letters patent granted in the time of Henry V I I I .  were, as our 
Brother states, granted by the King. Such letters patent always emanated from 
the Sovereign, so far  as I am aware. 

I quote Wriothesly correctly as in Watney's book. " Picture " did not 
in those days mean a drawing or painting merely, but  included a sculptured 
image as depicting its subject. 

Bro. de Lafontaine says tha t  it never can be right to speak of St .  Thomas 
8. Becket as St .  Thomas of Acres. If so, why was the Order meeting there 
known as Jf i l i t iae  Ifos.nit(rlis S. Tkonrns I l l a r t i ~ r ~ s  Caniuariet~sis  de Aeon,  as in 
my quotation from Dugdale: and why was the leaden plate (shown as a relic 
at Canterbury and referred to by Erasnius) inscribed " Thomas Acrensis " ? 

The fact is tha t  i t  was the custom in those days to commemorate any 
deliverance given, or thought to be given, in answer -to prayers offered to a 
Saint or in connection with a  articular  lace. or in connection with anv 
manifestation of saintly power, by adding to the name of the Saint the name of 
the place concerned. So we have such titles as Our Lady of Walsingham, 
Our Lady of Lourdes, St .  J a n ~ e s  of Compostella, and many other such instances. 
The origin of the addition appears to be that  St .  Thonias the Xar tyr  was called 
upon for help when the Knights were in danger a t  Acre, and deeming their 
prayers answered they gratefully recorded the fact in the  custonzary way. 
This, however, is merely an incidental point, and I gratefully recognise the 
appreciative and corrective remarks in Bro. de Lafontaine's contribution. 

If I pass over certain observations in tha t  and other contributions to the 
discussion I do so because they might lead me into realms where caution is 
imperative. 

Bro. Davnes draws certain interesting inferences from the facts i t  has 
U 

been my good fortune to discover. 
I t  is an  interesting fact that .  although I have discovered the Wills of 

more than twenty-eight &Iasons in and between the  years 1388 to 1457 not 
one of them calls himself a Freemason. The earliest Will known to nie in 
which the Testator is called Freemason is tha t  of Hugh  Wortley, Citizen and 
Freemason of St .  Nary  a t  Hill, proved in the Commissary Court of London 
20th October 1456. After tha t  date, in London Wills, the description of 
' Freemason ' for many years is used to the exclusion of the  words ' Mason,' 
l latomus ' or ' cementarius.' 

Lists of Wills beyond those already printed have been prepared by me 
and will in due course be recorded in d.8.C'. 

Bro. Daynes raises the very important and interesting question as to 
Craft Gilds. I have seen no evidence in London of a conflict between the City 
Authorities and the Craft Gilds. The Carpenters had their Gild Craft statutes 
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going back to 1333 (see A.Q.C., xxvii., 8). These were anlong the Gild returns 
made in 1389, and several other Craft  Gilds made similar returns, as may be 
seen in the Appendix to  Westlake's book. It would seem tha t  the Jrasons of 
London, knowing of the Carpenters' statutes made in 1333. and realizing in 
1356 tha t  they lacked similar statutes, made their petition to the City Authorities 
to  be daced on a similar footing to tha t  and other Trade Gilds. 

'7 

There are many other tempting passages in Bro. Daynes's contributions on 
which I must refrain from commenting. I t  is a singular fact t ha t ,  although in 
the  Regius Poem the  Quatuor Coronati are prominent, and although later on 
the  Nasons Company observed the Feast of the Quatuor Coronati, there is not 
a single reference made in any one of the Old Charges t o  those Saints, but  
in lieu thereof another person is substituted whose name is spelled with a 
delightful, but  perplexing and perhaps significant want of uniformity. 

As to Dar t ' s  book on Canterbury. I have made no suggestion that  any 
esoteric interest prompted the  Brethren to subscribe to tha t  That book 
was not the only one issued in the early years of Grand Lodge and dealing with 
Architectural subjects, as to  which the Author or his publishers very properly 
touted for subscribers amongst the gentlemen and others who were then 
Freemasons. 

Bro. Bullamore's notes also open questions which must be considered by 
the  Brethren without lengthy comment by me. I must not be regarded as 
assenting to all his propositions or allegations. The fact remains tha t  the two 
men whose names were pu t  down in the 1376 list as Freemasons had their names 
and title struck out because they were grouped together in the  same list with 
two others as Masons. The Marblers undoubtedly had their own organization 
and their own special work distinct from the blasous until they were a t  their 
own request incorporated with the Masons in the year 1585. Bu t  further 
particulars of this must ,  so far  as I am concerned, await a paper I hope to 
prepare before very long by way of supplement to Bro. Conder's invaluable 
book and articles in A.Q.C. on the Masons Company. 

My thanks are due  to  Bro. Sykes for his interesting additions to my 
paper. 

It has been very delightful to me tha t  the discovery of the Will of 
Hancock and of the existence in 1388 of the Fraternity of Nasons, London, 
has led me to the writing of a paper which has aroused so much interest among 
my Brethren. 

By the indulgence of the Brethren I was able to deliver another address 
on  the same evening in the Lodge, and this also came in for an adequate 
amount of appreciation and criticism. As the  subjects dealt with in that  
address had id do with matters of ritual, our obligations rightly prevent the 
publication either of the address or the conlnlents thereon. 

I n  conclusion, I must heartily thank Brothers Songhurst, Vibert, Lepper 
and Tuckett for their helpful suggestions and advice during the preparation and 
after the delivery of my venturous contribution to these Tmnsclctionn. This in 
no sense indicates tha t  they adopt all my inferences, but  my readers will perceive 
t h a t  inferences have for the most   art been left entirelv to themselves and that  
I have contented myself with the presentation of facts and documents. 



ENGRAVINGS OF THE PORTRAIT OF ANTHONY 
SAYER. 

T is generally understood tha t  there are two versions of the 
famous portrait of Anthony Sayer by Highmore, an engraving 
with letters " L. Highmore pinxit. Faber fecit," and the 
title "Anthony Sayer. Gent". GRAND AIASTER of the 
i\lASONS " : and another engraving with the same lettering 
and title but  with the addition " Published by W. Richardson 
Antient and Modern Pr in t  MTarehouse 174 Strand." To this 
there is no date but  the engraving was catalogued by Richardson 

in 1791. In his Catalogue, which was published in 1793, Bromley dates the 
Highmore and Faber print  1750, and he probably had good authority for so 
doing. 

Bu t  these are two different engravings; i t  is not the case tha t  Richardson 
simply re-issued the engraving of 1750 with additional letterpress. The letter- 
press is quite clearly from a different plate. The tail of the y in A ? z ~ ? ~ o ? L Y ,  
which in 1750 only reaches to  the h,  in 1790 comes up to the A.  I n  1790 the 
tail of the  f of of curls u p  to  the T i n  MASTER,  in a continuous curve; in 
1750 i t  stops abruptly and there is a separate flourish under MASTER. The 
words Faber fecit are closer u p  to  the actual engraved surface in 1750. These 
differences alone are sufficient to indicate a re-engraving of the  whole plate rather 
than a re-issue. Bu t  i n  the engraving itself there are also minute differences 
discernible in the  position of the eyes and thumb, and in the shading of the 
buttons. 

B u t  the two engravings agree in showing the apron. I t s  flap is up, and 
is under the  hand,  and i t  is also visible below the hand and sleeve. I t s  form 
is, of course, of considerable interest as i t  shows us what was being worn in 
1750 or earlier. 

Tha t  the portrait is t ha t  of Anthony Sayer himself can hardly be doubted. 
H e  died in 1742 in very poor circumstances: bu t  by 1750, if not earlier, i t  may 
well have been the  case tha t  I-Iighniore, a Grand Lodge Officer, was commis- 
sioned t o  naint  the  ort trait of the first Grand Master. and we know that  this 
artist was specially remarkable for his ability to  paint portraits from memory. 
Faber also was a Rtason, being Grand Steward in 1739140. H e  died in 1756, 
and Highmore retired from the practice of his profession in 1761. I n  1750, 
a t  all events, i t  would not have been possible to pass off on the Craft, as a 
portrait of Sayer, anything tha t  was not a recognisable likeness. 

B u t  the District Grand Lodge of the Punjab  possesses, in its Library a t  
Lahore, an  engraving of which, through the courtesy of the  District G. Secretary, 
W. Bro. G. Reeves-Brown. I am enabled to give a reproduction. It is cut off 
a t  the foot so tha t  i t  cannot be determined if i t  is  or is  not  a proof before letters. 
But, except for one important detail, i t  corresponds in every particular with the 
1750 engraving and not with tha t  of 1790. That  detail, as will a t  once be 
noticed, is t h a t  there is no apron. We have here, to all appearance, a hitherto 
unrecorded state of this engraving, presumably a proof before letters, to which, 
with the lettering, the  apron was also added before publication by Faber. This 
indicates t ha t  in Highmore's painting, now lost, there was QO apron. Even so, 
i t  can hardly be the  case tha t  Faber took some painting by Highmore, touched 
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it  up ,  and issued i t  as a portrait of Sayer, adding in the title on his OWII 

responsibility. Highnlore was still there and was a painter and 
Freemason. Wha t  appears to have happened was tha t  he painted Sayer's portrait.  
a t  some period between 1742 and 1750, no doubt, and tha t  after Faber had 
engraved the plate and taken proofs before letters i t  was decided to add in the  
apron, which the  engraver did skilfully enough. 

I n  all probability the District Grand Lodge owes this and several other 
Nasonic treasures tha t  i t  possesses to the late Bro. Whymper. It can hardly 
be the case that  no other copy of this engraving is extant ,  but  certainly none 
seems hitherto to have been reported: a t  all events, none has been referred to  
in which the all-important apron is wanting. 

L.V. 



A MASONIC FOUNDATION STONE AT THE 
BANK OF ENGLAND. 

N the March. 1929, Number of T h e  O ld  L u d y  of l'hreadtzeedle 
Styeet  (vol. v . ,  No. 33), a t  page 8 ,  there is an exceedingly 
interesting article by Mr. W. Marston Acres concerning a 
foundation stone tha t  has been discovered during the alterations 
now being carried out a t  the Bank of England. From that  
article the following may be quoted:- 

I n  the course of the excavations on the site of the P a y  Hall  there 
was brought to light, on the 28th Novenlber last, a relic of more 
than usual interest, the existence of which was quite unsuspected. 
Beneath the circular base of the most easterly pier in the front 
elevation of the Hall  a block of stone was discovered inscribed :- 

Mr. TITONAS D U N N  
'I MASONS 

Mr. J O H N  TOWNSEND j 
ANNO XASONRY 5732 

Ld.  NONTACUTE G. MASTER 

V 

the stone being so placed tha t  the arrow-head pointed eastward. 
The measurements of the stone are 4ft. 4ins. by 3ft. gins. by lft. Sins. 

3Iessrs. Dunn and Townsend were the contractors for the first 
buildings of the Bank, which were erected on the site of Sir John 
Houblon S house and garden between 1732 and 1734 from the designs 
of George Sampson. The decision to build an  office for the Bank was 
made a t  a meeting of the General Court of Proprietors held on the 
20th January  1732, and on the 24th February following, the 
Committee for Building reported to the Court of Directors: " That 
they had agreed with Messrs. Thomas Dunn and Co. to  undertake the 
whole work of building a New Publick Office for the Bank for 
£13.153 7s. 9d., and the Undertakers to have the benefit of the old 
materials: but  t ha t  the Bank are to be a t  the charge of piling and 
planking the Foundation." This " piling and planking " was 
necessary in consequence of the marshy nature of the soil, due to 
the proximity of the Walbrook, and Maitland, in his " History of 
London," states tha t  " when the foundations of the principal front 
were laid, oyster shells were dug up in a moorish soil a t  a depth of 
30 feet." 

It is inlprobable tha t  the laying of this stone was attended by any 
public ceremony: indeed, i t  is likely tha t  the contractors for the 
building placed i t  in position without the knowledge of the Bank 
authorities. Perhaps they resented the omission of their names from 
the stone which was laid by the Governor, Sir Edward Bellamy, on 
the 3rd August 1732, and so determined to have another stone 
prepared to perpetuate their association with the building. 
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Interest ing as th i s  dixovery is some disappointnient inust be felt a t  
the  fal lure  t o  br lng to light the  oliginal foundat ion stone " which 
was generally supposed t o  lie beneath one of t h c  columns of the Hall .  
A n e w p a p e r  of 1732 records tha t  on Thursday.  the  3rd August.  

About  one o'clock t h e  Governor. S~tb-Governor  and several of 
t h e  Directors of the  Bank ,  came to their  new Building i n  
'Threadneedle Street  t o  see t h e  first stone l a i d :  and af ter  
they h a d  viewed t h e  stone. on which H i s  3lajesty 's  and their  
several names were engrav'cl. the  same was cover'd with a 
P l a t e  of Lead .  and t h a t  with t h e  Base of a Pi l lar .  They the11 
gave 20 Guineas to  be d i s t r i b ~ ~ t e d  among t h e  \vorli~nen. 

and the  event is mentioned in other joulnals.  A s  t h e  greatest care 
has been taken dur ing  t h e  excavations t o  prevent t h e  destruction of 
anything of interest.  i t  mus t  be surmised t h a t  t h e  ' foundation stone " 
was placed beneath one of t h e  pillars of t h e  facade in Threadneedle 
Street .  a n d  as  these pillars are not t o  be removed dur ing  the re- 
building a n y  hope of finding t h e  stone must  be abandoned. 

Y/ ie  I ~ G ~ I ~ ? ~ ( ~ I ~ s ' .  Z I / . Y I I ~ ~ I I I C P  l f f ~ t ~ o ! y e r s '  / / I / ( /  --l!/ct~t.<' . I / q j ( ~ ~ ; t / ( ~  for JIarch,  
1929 (vol. cxsvii.) ,  a t  page 380, also has a short article upon this  interesting 
discovery. bu t  does not give t l ~ e  same detail  as is t o  be found in the  article 
just quoted. The wri ter ,  however. points out t h a t  t h e  d a t e  on t h e  stone is at. 
variance with t h e  dedication upon a s tatue of \\'illianl 111. which is or was a t  
t h e  Bank of England .  I n  1)odsley's G'riiri'e t o  I ,o /~o 'r~t i  in  l761  there is a 
description of t h e  old Bank  H a l l ,  adorned with a s ta tue  of William 111.. with a 
translation of par t  of t h e  L a t i n  dedication. which states t h a t  t h e  s tatue was 
erected ' .  I n  the  year of our  Lord 3 l D C C S X S I V . .  A n d  t h e  first year of this  
Building." 

As is well known. t h e  Righ t  Honourable Antholly l i rowne,  Lord Viscount 
Montague, was installed as  Grand  Master of t h e  Grand Lodge of England,  a t  a 
Meeting of Grand Lodge held a t  31erchant Taylors H a l l  on Wednesday, 19th 
Apr i l ,  1732, and remained in t h a t  high Office unt i l  his successor was installed. 
by proxy, on t h e  7 th  J u n e ,  1733. 

A n  interesting speculation arises upon this  par t  of t h e  inscriptioll upon 
t h e  stone. The  Grand  X a s t e r ' s  name is inscribed upon t h e  stone as 
' ?iSoiitacute.' whereas Grand  Lodge Records refer t o  him as  ' Mouutague ' and 
Anderson. in  his C ' o t ~ s t i t ~ i t i o u s  of 1738, calls 11im ' Nontagu ."  Actually. the  
G r a n d  Xa- te r  signed his  name as  ' 3lontague G.i\lr . '  W e  have i t  thus on t h e  
1)eputation to Constitute t h e  S t .  J o h n  t h e  R a p t i s t , ' ~  Lodge a t  Exeter .  I cannot 
find the name as ' l l o n t a c u t e  ' unti l  t h e  publication of Scot t ' s  Pocket  Con?pcr /~ io i~  
i n  1754. I t  also appears  t h u s  i n  t h e  C'r~~l.~titrttiriirs of 1756, as  well as in t h e  
n e s t .  or fourth.  Edi t ion.  R .  F. Gould, i n  his Histor?/ of Frecnlnso/rr!/. 
mentions the spelling ' N o ~ i t a c ~ ~ t e  ' as a mistake of J.  Ent ick .  I f  this is 
correct,  how is it  t h a t  we have t h e  same error occurring in t h e  inscription upon 
the  stolle? I n  a n  Edit ion of Debret t .  published i n  t h e  early years of the  
nineteenth centary.  I find amongst t h e  extinct Englisli Pecrages t h e  two follow- 
111g : - 

" 3Iontacute, 1. Xontacn te .  1361. 
i\Iontague, v .  Browue. 1800." 

T h e  lat ter  one is obviously t h e  Peerage i n  cluestioa, b u t  was apparent ly confused 
by  some with t h e  earlier one. 

W i t h  regard to  t h e  other  two names a search through t h e  three 31s. Lists 
of Grand Lodge reveals . '  3 I r .  Thos. I h n n  " and " 3 I r .  J o h n  Townsend " as 
members of the  Lodge meet ing a t  t h e  Ship behind t h e  Royal Eschange  a t  the  
t ime  t h a t  the  1731 11s .  Lis t  was prepared. This  List  shows t h e  Lodge as 
having forty members a t  t h a t  da te .  All the  members have t h e  prefix " X r . "  
escept ing one. John Dean.  who is styled " Esqr."  There is  l i t t le  doubt  t h a t  



the two Bre thren  above n~entionecl a re  tlle same as  those whose names are  
inscribed 11pon t h e  s tone:  they both belonged t o  t h e  same Lcdge and  the  names 
do not occur anywhere else in  a n y  of tlle MS.  Lists.  I t  is doubtful  whether 
these two Bre thren  could have heell termed Operative Masons i n  1732. b u t  
there is every probability t h a t  originally they had been. I-Iowever, if the  stone 
had a n y  l\lasonic significance, then  we have yet another  piece of evidence showing 
t h a t  i n  1732 there  was a sufficiently close connection between t h e  AIason S Craft  
and t h e  Society of Free  and  Accepted lllasons of England  t o  induce these 
Masonic Contractors (both Members of a Lodge of Freemasons) t o  add t h e  iiame 
of t h e  Grand  Master of t h e  l a t t e r  Society t o  the  inscription of their  o\vn names. 
I f .  as h a s  been suggested, t h e  stone was placed the ie  in  consequence of any 
resentment on t h e  par t  of these contractors I suggest t h a t  t h e  resentment was 
not because their  names had been omitted from t h e  Foundatioii  stone laid by 
Sir Edward  Rellamy, on the  3rd August .  1732. bu t  because t h e  Grand l l as te r  
of t h e  Grand  Lodge of England  had not  been asked t o  perform t h e  ceremony. 
I11 this  corinection 1 may n ~ e n t i o ~ l  t h a t  I cannot find t h e  names of either the 
Architect.  George Sampson, or the  Governor of t h e  Bank ,  Sir  Edn-ard Rellamy, 
in  a n y  of t h e  threc Grand  Lodge i\IS. Lists. 

T h e  Lotidon X n y n - l n c  (which is t h e  paper referred t o  i n  the  article 
quoted above from Yli1 Olrl Ltrcl!, of '/lit~r~rrl/i(ot77r Sfrc.c,t), has  a n  obituary 
notice of AIr. J o l m  Townsend in its Alonthly Chronologer for  Apri l .  1742 
(p.  205), which runs : -  

X r .  J o h n  Townsend. Atason. one of t h e  Common Council men for 
Castle-Baynard W a r d ,  and Brother t o  t h e  la te  M r .  Townsend of 
Oxford.  well known for his many  noble s t ructures  in  t h a t  place. 

B u t  nothing fnr ther  seems t o  be known of this  Brother ,  and of M r .  Thos. D u n n  
so f a r  n o  part iculars  have been ascertained. 

I t  would be  most interesting if a n y  fnr ther  information could be gleaned 
as t o  these two Masons, or as  t o  the reason for  t h e  stone and  its inscrintion. 
111 t h e  meantime.  I thiiilr t h a t  the  facts above set out  a re  of sufficient interest 
to  find a place in  our  Trrr~~sncfious. 

GILBERT TT-. I)AI.SES. 



THE PRESTONIAN LECTURE, 1927. 

BROTHER W I L L I A X  P R E S T O K :  A N  ILLUSTRATION O F  T H E  BIAN. 

H I S  BIETHODS AND H I S  W O R K .  

HI7 BRO.  GOIr'UO-1- P .  G .  H I L L S .  

P . X .  @(at  uor Coro,lat~ Lotlge. ,To. '3076; P.A.G.Szrpf . Ryor?is.. 

L?  brc~ria?~ to Grand Lodge. 

E T  me preface my address by an Illustration of Brother Preston's 
character :- 

A t  the most hopeless hour of his Masonic career, then, 
as a consequence of his championship of the immemorial rights 
of the Lodge of Antiquity. Brother Preston had been expelled 
by Grand Lodge, yet all the same he wrote :- 

' '  To the institution of Masonry. I shall erer bear a warm and unfeigned 
attachment: I know its value, and I am convinced of its utility. To 
the Society of Free Masons I profess myself a t rue  and stedfast friend." 

Ten years later came a reinstatement equally l~o~lourable  to  all parties 
concerned, and wlien a t  l a ~ t  after niany more years happily devoted to the service 
of the Craft that  useful life was closed. i t  was found that  Brother Preston had 
left handsome legacies as pledges of his lasting attachment to the institution. 
including the foundation of the Prestonian Lectureship, in perpetuation of which 
I have the hononr to address you this evening. 

So Brethren I now claim your attention whilst I endeavour to outline, 
within the limits of a lecture. what the personality of Brother William Preston 
means for the Craft by an attempt to illustrate the N a n ,  his Methods, and his 
Work. 

Our chief sources of information are Brother Preston's own writings, and 
the biographical notes of t ha t  sincere friend and admirer. Brother Stephen Jones, 
from both of which sources I shall quote a t  length. 

We have besides much information made readily accessible in two 
handsome volunies of history of the Lodge of Antiquity. in which Brother 
Capt. Firehrace has furnished a worthy sequel to Brother Rylailds' labours. To 
researches bearing on the subject by Brothers Hestall and Wonnacot.t'. both now 
lost to us as all 3Iasonic Students must deplore. I feel special obligation. To 
Brother Songhurst. whose ever ready help enabled me t,o borrow so many and 
rare volumes from our Quatuor Coronati Library, and to  my collegue Brother 
,7lakins, who so readily helped me to the treasures of the Grand Lodge Library. 
I am also much indebted and grateful thanks must be offered. 

TJTilliam Preston was born a t  Edinburgh on Ju ly  20th. 1742 ( 0 , s . ) .  the 
second son and only surviving child of VTillialn Preston, T17riter to  the Signet. 
in practice in that  City. The father. blessed with the advantage of a liberal 



education, a good Greek and La t in  scholar. and credited by  his f r iends with some 
l:oetical facility, had  at ta ined a recognized position i n  his profession. A s  one 
might  expect,  :pecial care  was devoted to the  education of t h e  son. W e  a re  told 
t h a t  . '  i n  order  t o  improve his memory (a facul ty which h a s  been of infinite 
advantage t o  h im through life) t h e  boy was taught  when only i n  his four th  year. 
some lines of Anacreon in t h e  original Greek. which he  was encouraged to recite 
for t h e  amusement  of his fa ther ' s  friends. when t h e  novelty of this  performance 
was enhanced b y  t h e  fact t h a t  it  did not imply t h a t  t h e  young genius under-tood 
what  with wonderful accuracy he uttered." 

A t  t h e  ear ly age of six young Preston is said t o  have made  such progress 
i n  his English education as  ellablecl him to be entered a t  t h e  Edinburgh  High  
School, where he  made  considerable progress i n  t h e  L a t i n  tongue. Thence he 
proceeded t o  College and was t a l ~ g h t  t h e  rudiments  of Greek. 

Whils t  at  t h e  University his s t~ td ious  habits and  ap t i tude  at t racted the  
.attention of -71r. Thomas Ruddiman.  then looked upon as  Scotland's representative 
scholar, who owing to blindness needed a n  assist,ant i n  his  work, and  he  left 
College t o  t ake  u p  t h e  duties of an ainariuensis to  th i s  gent leman,  to  whose 
guardianship he  was consigned on t h e  death of his fa ther  i n  1751. The loss of 
considerable property i n  Edinburgh  through t h e  mismanagement of Trustees. and 
becoming involved in difliculties through his a t tachment  t o  friends who had 
espoused t h e  S t u a r t  Cause ill 1745. brought about  reverses of for tune and ill- 
health which led to  t h e  death of the  elder William Preston.  Ruddiman.  too, 
had  similar political leanings, brit he sat,isfactorily weathered t h e  stress of t h a t  
crisis. 

Young  Preston was apprenticed t o  his patron 's  brother .  Wal te r  Ruddiman,  
par tner  i n  their  pr int ing firm in Edinburgh .  bu t  spent t h e  greater  par t  of his 
t e r m  of articles i n  assistinp M r .  Thomas Ruddiman.  This  was a great " L. 

advantage and  extension of his educational opport l~ni t ies .  as  he  was employed 
in reading to t h e  blind scholar. transcribing works not  yet  complete and 
correcting those i n  t h e  press. These occupatioiis prevented him from making 
great proficiency i n  t h e  practical branch of his calling, b u t  af ter  X r .  Ruddiman ' s  
d e a t h  he  went into t h e  office and  worked as a compositor for about  twelve months, 
d ~ u i ~ i g  which t ime  he  finished a neat  L a t i i ~  edition of Thonias B Kempis ( in  
l h o ) .  and  a n  edition of Rmuddiinan's s tandard work. t h e  " Rudiments  of the  
La t in  Tongue." whilst his l i terary abilities were fu r ther  exhibited in  a catalogue 
which h e  prepared of his f r iend 's  library under  t h e  t i t le  " Bibliotheca Romana." 

T h u s  equipped by  b i r th  and education William Preston proceeded to 
London i n  1760 furnished with letters of recommendation and introduction from 
his master  and  other  friends to  those who would be likely t o  help him to s ta r t  
.a career i n  t h e  Southern Metropolis. H e r e  good fortune at tended h im,  for on 
presenting his credentials t o  his compatriot 111.. William S t r a h a n ,  t h e  King 's  
Pr in te r .  h e  promptly found employmelit in  t h a t  pr int ing firm, a connection 
maintained t o  t h e  end of his life. D r .  Johnson.  who maintained a cordial 
friendship with S t r a h a n ,  said t h a t  his was the  best p r in t ing  house i n  London. 

A biographical note i n  t h e  Freeni.cl.v~tl's .Vcrgarine, N a r c h .  1795, refers to 
him thus  : - 

" T h e  uninterrupted health and  happiness which accompanied him for 
half a century in  t h e  capital,  proves honesty to  be t h e  best policy, 
temperance t h e  greatest luxury ,  and  t h e  essential duties of life i t s  
most agreeable amusement. " 

Soon af ter  Pres ton ' s  arrival in  London,  a n ~ m h r r  of 3Iasonic Brethren 
from Edinburgh  desired to  found a Lodge under  a Constitution from the  Grand 
Lodge of Scotland. They were iiiformrd t h a t  th i s  could not be  done. a s  i t  would 
he a n  infringement of the  right2 of the  English Grand  Lodge, b u t  t h e  petitioners 
were referred t o  t h e  Ant ien t s '  Grancl Lodge i n  London.  This  body granted t h e  
Brethren a dispensation to meet as a Lodge, and  William Preston \$.as their 
second ini t ia te ,  probably a t  a IIeet ing on Apri l  20th.  1763. held a t  the  Whi te  
H a r t  i n  t h e  S t rand .  when t h e  Lodge was formally constituted by  t h e  Grand 



Officers aiid became No.  111 on t h e  roll of t h e  A4~ltieiits.  Brother  Preston a n d  
some other members, clissatisfiecl ~ v i t h  t h e  statu. of their  governing hody. soon 
became members of a Lodge meeting a t  the Talbot I n n .  i n  t h e  Straiid. under  
the  other Grancl Lodge of England ,  and prevailed on their  f r iends of No. 111 
of the  Anlients t o  t ransfer  their  allegia~ice to  the  older Gi~ancl Lodge. So. 
under  the  Gral~cl I lastership of Lord 13laliey aiici for a second t ime.  on Norember 
l s t h ,  1764, the  Lodge was constituted in  ample form as No.  325 " t h e  Caledonian 
Lodge." under whicli nanie it  floiuishes as  No. 134 on t h e  roll of C-r: lid Lcdge 
to this dav. 

Brother Stephen Jones tells us  t h a t  c ircu~ustances con1l)ined to lead 
I?rother Prestoii to  tiirn his a t te~l t ioi i  to  t h e  AIasonic Lec tures :  and  e s p l a i i ~ s  
how to arrive a t  t h e  depths of t h e  Science, short of which he  did not nieaii to  
stop. he spared nei ther  pains nor  espeilse. " M'lierever instriictioii could be  
acq~l i red ,  thitller he  directed his course, ailcl with t h e  advantage of a retentive 
memory, ancl a n  estensive AIa-ouic coiinection, added to a diligent literary 
research, he su fa r  siicceeclecl ill his purpose as  to  l~econle a competent Alaster of 
the  subject. To  increase t h e  knowledge he had acquired,  he  solicited t h e  
company and coilversatioli of the  nicst experienced lllasons from foreign countries, 
and  i n  the course of a l i terary corre~l?ondence with t h e  F r a t e r ~ l i i y  a t  home and 
abroad, made such progress ill t h e  Mysteries of the  A r t ,  as to  lxcoiiie very usefi11 
in the  co~inections he 11ad fornied. H e  has f req~ien t ly  been 11eal.d to  say t h a t .  
in  the  arclour of his enquiries h e .  has  explored the  abodes of poverty and 
wretchedims, a n d .  when it  might  have been least espectecl. acqiiired very 
v a l ~ ~ a b l e  scralls of infornitioii. The poor l i r o t l ~ e r  in r e t ~ u n .  we a re  assnrecl. 
had no cause to  th ink  his t ime or ta lents  ill bestowed." 

I3rother Plestoii  used t o  meet with his friends once or twice a neek ,  it1 
order to  illustrate his versioii of t h e  l e c t u r e s  on which occasioiis obiectiom were 
s tar ted,  and explanations given for t h e  p r p o ? e  of m u t i ~ a l  impi~oveme~it .  A t  
last.  with t,he assistallce of some zealous friends, he Ivas enabled t o  arrange and  
digest to his satisfaction the  whole of the Firs t  Lecture.  

Arrived a t  th i s  stage in  l772 he organized a Gala I\Ieeting in order t o  
submit the work t o  t h e  approbation of the  Gralid Officers aiid l e a d ~ r s  of t h e  
Craft .  Ail Oration which he delivered on this occasiou was so well received 
t h a t  he deteriiliiied t o  pr int  i t ,  and  x i t h  a de~.cription of t h e  proceedings and o t l ~ e r  
matter  this foi~i:iecl tlie first edition of his , '  I l l ~ ~ s t ~ ~ a t i o n s  of Xasoliry." \vliich 
was published t h e  same year .  Encouraged by t h e  successful reception of tllis 
first venture o11r Brothel. proceeded with his plans to  colnplete t h e  Lectures for  
the  three 1)eprees. 

Having accomplished this.  proposals were issued for  their  delivery as  
public Lectures to  t h e  C r a f t ,  lvhich took place a t  the  ;\l i tre Tavern .  Fleet Street .  
cl~iring 1774. Tn f u r t h e r  siil)j:ort of these revised worlriiigs a pamphlet was 
issued, entitled " Pr iva te  Lectllres on i\Iasonry by  Williani P r e s t o n "  giving a n  
account of the  T l ~ r e e  Lectures n h i c h ,  very slightly elaborateci, formed the  leading 
mat te r  of the Second Edit ion of t h e  " Illustrations of Xasonry  " published the  
n e s t  year (1775). Xleanwhile in this  pl~ospect~is. through the  nledi~inl of tlie 
p r e l i ~ i ~ i ~ i a r y  reinarks addressed t o  t h e  

Enco~i ragers  and Pronioters of Free Macoliry 

he presented llis ideals aiid ohjects to  the  follo\ving effect :- 

, '  No Society ever subsistecl U-l~ich was raised oil a bet ter  principle or 
more solid fo~~nclat ioi i  t h a n  Free-AIasonry . . . It. is indeed t rue .  
t h a t  in  some 1,oclges t h e  Work  of 17Iasonry is ni11cl1 neglected. and 
litt le or n o  regard shown to t h e  fulidameiltal j~ r inc i l~ les  of tlie Society; 
arising p r t l y  from tile inesperience and par t ly  from t h e  ina l~ i l i ty  of 
those 13rethi~en who have t h e  l io~iour  to  preside over thcin . . . 
Thiis nien of letters have been discouraged from pl~rsui i ig  a s tudy 
which niight otherwise lrare provecl cf public ~ ~ t i l i t y  ; by giving 
ssuction t o  tlie Society. ancl employing their  gmii is  in  t h e  elucidation 



of Jlysteries, t h e  gleatest 3101~archs have not been asllamed to 
countenance. A s  t h e  neglect IS o a i n g .  i n  a great  measure t o  a want 
of method,  which a lit t le application might  easily remedy Brother 
Preston is induced to offer his  assistance to  all regular masons desirous 
of making a progress i n  the  A r t  . . If Brother  Preston succeeds 
i n  his espectations of giving his Brethren a just idea of Masonry. 
or promoting a ullifornlity i n  t h e  Lodges under  t h e  English Constitu- 
t ion,  he  will be  perfectly happy  i n  t h e  a t t e m p t  he  has  made,  and  will 
spare no pains fai thful ly to  fulfil his engagements with every gentle- 
m a n  who is inclined t o  encourage his design. '  

Annexed were t h e  following 

CONDITIONS.  

I .  Every Degree to  consist of Twelve Courses. 

11. One guinea t o  be paid on admission into every Degree. 

111. A n y  Brother  not perfect i n  a n y  one Degree a t  t h e  espirat ion of the  
Twelve Courses. shall have t h e  privilege of a t tending six more 
without  a n y  additional expense. 

IV.  Books of t h e  Courses will be given t o  every brother  a t  the  com- 
mencement of his instructions. 

V. Instruct ions will be given Three times a week a t  a n  appointed hour. 

I have  already explained t h a t  Brother  Preston S book " Illustrations of 
Xasonry ' took i t s  rise from t h e  Grand Gala Performance of t h e  F i r s t  Lecture 
on N a y  21st. 1772. 

T h e  first edition of t h e  book differs very considerably from i t s  many 
successors a n d  is now a very ra re  volume. The t i t le  page bears t h e  following 
lines by  D r .  Blacklock :- 

T h e  M a n  whose minci on vir tue ben t  
Pursues some greatly good in ten t ,  

W i t h  undiverted aim : 
Serene beholds the  angry croud 
Nor can their  clamours fierce a n d  loud,  

H i s  s tubborn honor tame.  

The  quotat ion is 1.r-onderf~~lly a p t  ullder the  circ~unstances for already. 
as Preston himself wrote; t h e  methods adopted had  excited i n  some a n  absolute 
dislike " of what  they considered as innovations. and  i n  others " a jealousy " 
which t h e  principles of bIasonry ought  to  have checked. 

The  volume bore t h e  i?,cpri?nntur of Grand  Lodge over t h e  signatures of 
t h e  Grand  Master  Lord P e t r e ,  Deputy Grand  X a s t e r .  Wardens  and  Secretary. 

I n  t h e  Preface i t  is explained t h a t  t h e  first design was only t o  publish 
t h e  Orat ion delivered a t  t h e  Gala, bu t  t h e  enter tainment  being to be nnnunlly 
repented, certain part iculars  were put  on record t o  serve as  a precedent for 
fu ture  exhibitions of t h e  same kind.  The plan being t h u s  estended beyond the  
bcunds of a pamphlet ,  Preston explains: " I resolved t o  select some of t h e  best 
pieces on t h e  subject I could f ind:  and t o  annex a few commenta~~ies  to  answer 
t h e  end i n  view. T o  th i s  was added an Appendix containing many articles 
never before published, compiled from t h e  most authent ic  records, and  the  best 
authorities I could procure. ' ' 

The  Second Edi t ion  of t h e  ' '  Illustrations of Xasonry  " appeared in 1775. 
again with t h e  i m p r i m n t ~ r r  of t h e  Grand Xas te r  and  his Officers. 

I n  th i s  Edi t i cn  t h e  particulars of t h e  proceedings a t  t h e  Grand Gala in  
l772 "are ent i rely omitted to  make room for more useful m a t t e r , "  so runs  t h e  
preface, and  from being denominated a n  " r i i f ~ t ~ t c c i i i ~ ~ ~ r ~ i t  to  l;? ~ril i~rin!lg rcprctfed. " 
i t  is p u t  aside ' . n s  if zccls n t rmpnrarg o f a i r . "  



The book now co~nnlences with . .  A vindication of Xasonry  including a 
Demonstration of i t s  Excellency." which i n  la ter  editions came to be headed 
" The Excellency of filasonry displayed " : then follow " Remarks  on ,7Iasolu.y 
including a n  I l lustrat ion of t h e  Lectures." and  a g rea t  deal of fresh matter  
especially under  t h e  heading of ' ,  Ilistory of Masonry i n  England ."  which 
carries i t  from t h e  days of t h e  Druids t o  t h e  reigning G.&[ .  Lord Pe t re .  
Special stress was laid on t h e  H a l l  building project i n  which Brother Preston 
too'k great interest.  Cont ra ry  to  t h e  usage of Masonic publications of those 
days. no songs except those sung  a t  the  Gala accoinparlied t h e  Firs t  Edition. 
b u t  " as the descriution of t h a t  r~erformance was now omit ted several other:: 
whicli are  usually sung i n  t h e  course of the  ceremonies were explained in this 
Work."  

I n  the  form t h u s  arrived a t  Brother Preston 's  book achieved i ts  success. 
and did a great  work for  t h e  Craf t  by bringing together scattered matter  i n  a 
harmonious whole and  making i t  generally available, and  by  presenting the  
institution in a dignified and  worthy manner  rendered i t  acceptable even to 
those who were not  members of t h e  Society. There is 110 doubt  ~t did much to 
raise the  general estimation of Freemasonry, and  whilst we mus t  differ from 
some of i ts  presentments of history and theory, many  useful lessons a re  
inculcated equally applicable t o  our  days. There remains, too, above all an 
engaging enthusiasm,-and genuine love for t h e  order a n d  t h e  Brethren,  as the  
spmit pervading i t ,  which is a t  t h e  very roots of our  inst i tut ion,  and must ever 
insure among Nasons a n  affectionate feeling of g ra t i tude  t o  our  worthy Rrothcr 
for his labours. 

The Book r a n  th rough  twelve English Edit ions dur ing  i t s  au thor ' s  life- 
t ime,  and then ,  under  t h e  Editorship of Brother Stephen Jones  and  finally of 
Dr .  Oliver, reached t h e  seventeenth English issue in  1861. There were published 
also from 1776 onwards German Translations, American re-issues (1801. etc.) 
and  a Dutch translation as  l a te  as  1848, b u t  n o  French  Edit ion seems to have 
been called for.  I n  t h e  English Craft  i t  was f r e q ~ e r i ~ l y  given t o  initiates, and  
became a n  almost indispensable Lodge possession, rank ing  only af ter  the  V.S.L. 
and t h e  Book of Constitutions. Old copies evidence b y  their  well thumbed 
condition their  constant use for  reading the  ancient charges a t  t h e  opening and 
closing of the  Lodge. 

During t h e  Grand  Mastership of t h e  D u k e  of Beaufort  (1767-1771) 
Brother Preston was employed by  t h e  Grand Secretary t o  assist i n  arranging t h e  
general Regulations of t h e  C r a f t ,  and i n  revising t h e  foreign and  country cor- 
respondence. This led la ter  on t o  his being appointed Assistant or Deputy 
Grand Secretary a t  a salary of 220  per a m u m  under  Brother  Heseltine in  1769. 
This  post did not amount  t o  Grand  Office. b u t  Pres ton ' s  name was associated 
with those of t h e  Grand Officers as  " Pr in te r  t o  t h e  Society ' '  : all t h e  same, h e  
carried on the  chief par t  of t h e  Secretarial correspondence, entered Minutes, 
attended Committees, completed and corrected the  Calendars with the  History 
of Remarkable Occurrences, and  prepared a n  Historical Appendix  to  the  Book 
of Constitutions as  issued i n  1776. All  this work gave him access t o  special 
sources of information which he  was able to t u r n  t o  good account i n  historical 
matter  introduced in t h e  la ter  editions of his Illustrations. 

Brother Preston took a n  active par t  i n  proceedings as  a nlember of t h e  
Hal l  Committee of Grand Lodgc, and  t o  this period belong his subscriptions of 
£20 to the  H a l l  F u n d  a n d  t h e  like amount  to  t h e  Masonic Chari ty  for Girls. 

H e  resigned his Secretarial appointment a t  Chri- tmas.  1777. 

Outside the  Craf t .  Brother  Preston prospered in his business a s  a pr inter  
and corrector of t h e  press i n  connection with M r .  William S t r a h a n ' s  firm, on 
whose death in  1785 he  became recipient of a n  annui ty  of £30 for  life and took 
the  position of chief reader a n d  superintendent to  t h e  son, X r .  Andrew St rahan .  
who succeeded t o  t h e  business. T h a t  his l i terary capacity was considerable is 
clear. W e  a re  told :- 



H i s  critical skill as  a corrector of the  press led l i terary men t o  submit 
to  t h e  correction of s tyle:  and such was t h e  success of William Preston 
i n  t h e  construction of language, t h a t  t h e  nlost distinguished anlong 
them hoiioured him with their  f r i e~ idsh ip  as presentation copies in  
his l ibrary inc l~ ld ing  ~ u c h  nanies as  Robertson. H u m e ,  Gibbon. 
Johnson and  Blair bore te'stimony." 

W i t h i n  t h e  Craf t ,  as  we have seen. Brother  Preston had  now reached a n  
honoured, o r  what  he  would have called a ' t ru ly  respectable ' position. and  was 
known b y  h i s  various activities to  a wide circle as t h e  Order  then  existed. H e  
attended various Lodges of Instruct ion t o  propagate his system. H e  had  already 
been Master  of several Lodges when circumstances. which we mus t  consider i n  
some detai l .  led h im t o  t h e  Chair  of t h e  Lodge of Antiqui ty.  

Among those taking a leading par t  111 assisting Brother  Preston at  his 
Gala Performance of t h e  Firs t  Degree Lecture in  l772 was Brother  J o h n  
Bottomley, Xas te r  of t h e  Grand  Stewards Lodge a t  t h a t  t ime,  who was Master 
of t h e  Lodge of Ant iqu i ty  fro111 1771 t o  1774. when at tendance was very pocr 
and t h e  Lodge i n  flagging condition. Another  member was Brother  J o h n  
Noorthouck. who joining i n  1771 was Senior Wardei i  f rom l772 t o  1774. 
Brother Bottomley's membership dated back to 1768. 

Ero ther  Noorthouclr t h e  son of a well known London bookseller of Dutch 
origin. was i n  a very similar walk of life t o  Brother  Preston,  i n  fact ,  like him 
largely i n  t h e  employment of the  S t rahans  and  a few years la ter  to  be t h e  
recipient of a n  annui ty  of £20 011 the  elder S t r a h a n ' s  dea th .  when £30 a year 
was lef t  t o  m y  present Overseer ' Willlam Preston.  

These two Brethren.  Bottomley and  Noortliouck. conceived t h e  idea of 
introducing Brother  Preston in to  t h e  Lodge of Ant iqu i ty  t o  retrieve i ts  fortunes 
by hls activities and  zeal. 

Brothel  Preston appears  already t o  have at tended a Meeting of t h e  Lodge 
of Antiquity i n  February .  1772, a> a Visitor hailing from t h e  Lodge of 
Prosperi ty ,  when on l l a r c h  2nd.  1774, he  was proposed a s  a joining hiember. 
H e  was d u l y  elected a blember on J u n e  l s t ,  wheii h e  was no t ,  however, present. 
and so was not .  as  often s tated.  elected a member and  t h e  blaster of t h e  Lodge 
on the  same day .  I t  was a t  t h e  following Neet ing of Antiquity on J u n e  the  
15th t h a t  he  made  his first attendance as a Uember  and  was honoured by 
election t o  t h e  Chair .  

U n d e r  Preston 's  h h t e r s h i p  t h e  prosperity of t h e  Lodge was rapidly 
restored. H e  was great ly impressed n i t h  the  importaiice of his position as X a ~ t e r  
of t h e  first Lodge under  t h e  English Constitution and threw himself heart  and 
soul i n t o  t h e  work i n  what  he conceived to be t h e  best interests of t h e  Lodge. 
H e  studied i ts  past  records a n d  tried t o  establish a position b y  which the  fullest 
prerogatives of a Lodge acting l ~ y  inlmemorial constitution might  be preserved 
intact  under  i ts  allegiance to  Grand Lodge. Unfor tuna te ly ,  t h e  activities of 
this new member d i d  not  meet with the  G1~ro1,ation of t h e  very men who had 
been resno~lsible for  his introduction, and when t h e  discontent of their  11artv 

L .  

within a n d  without t h e  Lodge had developed in to  a n  at tack upon Brother 
Preston,  wo find Brother  Noorthouck wri t ing t o  complain t h a t  

" Brother  Preston af ter  being not only admit ted bu t  honour'd with t h e  
X a s t e r ' s  Chair ,  crouded in such a succession of young masons. as  
totally transferred all the  power of t h e  Lodge to him and his new 
acquiintance a n d  enabled him t o  keep possession of the  Master's Chair  
for  three years and  a half.  . . . Dur ing  th i s  t ime Bror .  Preston 
kept  up private  weekly meetings of these young Bretheren. under  t h e  
name of a Lodge of Instruct ion,  in  which nleetings. he  occaslorially 
a s  your  memorialists have been informed propagated matters  of 
peculiar origilial powers r e ~ i d i n g  i n  their  Lodge. exempt from t h e  
au thor i ty  of t l ~ e  Grand Lodge, pretensions of n h i c h  your Xeinorial~sts  
a n d  t h e  other  Old BIe~nhers of t h e  Lodge never before enter tain 'd  
a n y  idea . . . ' 



It strikes one as  less t h a n  generous t h a t  Brother  Preston -hould be blamed 
for  holding t h e  l\Iastership dur ing  a period of three and  a half happy and 
prosperous years wheli his 11redece:sor. Brother I lot ton~ley.  had  occupied t h e  
Chair  for a n  exactly similar period under  the  depressed circumstances then 
prevailing in  t h e  Lodge. Brother  Noortho~tck 's  version of t h e  proceedings 
speaks for itself, and  it. is amusing t o  note t h a t  he evidently did not  a t tend the  
Lodge of Instruct ion as  i ts  procedure was only hearsay to hiin and his friends. 
Thnt the lectures were not  t o  his  tas te  may be clearly illustrated from his letter 
to t h e  Master, Brother  Pres ton ' s  successor, a t  this  crisis. in  which he wrote:  
" I am but  a dul l  and  awkward schoolboy in my responses, b u t  nevertheless I 
clzim some L I T T L E  ( I C ~ L I ~ ~ ~ I L ~ C L I L ~ ~  113ifJi tlte P R I N C I P L E S  of t h e  O r d e r :  and  
these reach beyond t h e  meer catechisms. which require only a diseityclqed m i n d  
with a retentive memory." 

Evidently Brother  Preston 's  working of t h e  lectures and  powers of 
nlenicry annoyed Brother  Noorthouck. 

,4t a Meeting in October, 1716. Preston received t h e  thanks  of the  Lodge 
becau:e he had maintained t h e  precedciice of t h e  Lodge of Ant iqu i ty  No. 1 a t  
a Lodgo he had visited where it  hacl been challenged by  a AIe~nber of t h e  
Stewards Lodge. then No.  60. Brother  Uottomley's opinion as a P .G.Stwd. does 
not appear. 

l y e  can ga ther .  then .  there was a current  of dissension inside and outside 
t h e  Lodge waiting only for  a n  opportuni ty to  get \.ent. The  pre tes t  arose when 
some of the Hrethren of t h e  Lodge went to S t .  1)unstan 's  Church.  Fleet Street .  
t o  celebrate S t .  J o h n ' s  Day .  December 27th, 1777,  by hearing a sermon by their 
Chaplain. They p u t  on their  ;\lasoiiic Clothing i n  t h e  Vestry and  sat together 
in  tlle Lame pew:  one. a t  a n y  rate .  Preston by  his o w l  account. arrived late. 
and nu t  oil his PIIasonic Clothine when he had entered t h e  reserved new. I t  " 
was only a few steps across t h e  street t o  t h e  quarters  of t h e  Lodge a t  the Mitre 
Taverll. as the  Church then  projected into the  road colisiderably t o  the South of 
i ts  present position, and  so. a f te r  t h e  service. t h e  Xas te r  queried should they 
t a k e  off thefr clothing or  wear i t  across t o  t h e  t a v w n  ?  resto on tells 1,s t l ~ a t  he 
said. , '  I :.houlcl cer tainly,  I was no t  ashamed of i t .  I was then invested and  
should not divest myself ti l l  t h e  business of t h e  d a y  was finished . . . K e  
accordingly returned t o  t h e  tavern ill jewels and  clothing as  representatives of 
the  Lodge. preceded by t h e  I<eadles bu t  without ally formal  processioii as  
hIasans." 

Brothers Noorthouck and  Ilottomley were not  present.  b u t  they and their  
friends alleged t h a t  t h e  proceedings constituted a public procession of Nasons in  
their  Clothiiig, and made  this  the  s~ tb jec t  of conlplai i~t  t o  Grand Lodge. 
t;nfortuiiately. Brother  Preston at tempted to justify what  a t  t h e  worst was a 
mere errcr of judgment by  pleading inherent rights peculiar t o  the Lodge of 
Antiqui ty.  I must not now a t tempt  to  set out t h e  history of wlmt followed; 
to  do it  adequately and  t o  do jmtice t o  all coilcernecl makes a long story and  
by no means a pleasalit one, and has  qui te  as  much to d o  with the history of 
the  Lodge. i n  whose records i t  may  be  followed. a s  with our  Brother. I t  is 
with Brother Preston t h a t  we a re  now dealing, and  t o  p u t  t h e  matter  hrief lg 
I woulcl say t h a t  there is no room for doubt t>liat he was vp1.g h/rrt / ly  cttztl 
I I ~ I  f t tirly t i w r f r d .  I t  was for  his championship of t h e  T,ot/!/r riyli tn. as he 
conceived them,  t h a t  he sufered : for  I~i~iiscjlf 11e h a d  110 consideratioii. he was 
simply deter lni i~ed t h a t  he w o ~ ~ l d  not be a par ty  t o  betraying t h e  trtlst of those 
imnieniorial privileges. A11 t h e  saine, his theory \\.as incompatible ~ v i t h  
allegiance to  t h e  Grand  Lodge. as  t h e  secll~cl clearly demonstrated. 

Procedure and forms were strained against Preston and  his supporters. 
and a t  last. on J a n u a r y  29th.  1719. they \yere espelled hy Grand  Lodge. Yet 
worse was to  follow. for  by  their  action in carrying on t h e  Lodge i~lclepenclently 
and i n  alliance wit11 tlle Grand Lodge of All E n g l a ~ i d  ht York.  and  yet fu r ther  
by forming them-elves into a ~ i ( ~ w  Graucl Loclge fc r  England  S o ~ t h  of the  River  



Trent .  t h e  offenders seemed t o  have p u t  theniselves hopelessly beyond ally chance 
of fu ture  reconciliation. 

T h e  two parties of t h e  Lodge of Ant iqu i ty  pursued their  several ways. 
and Brother  Preston suninled u p  his version of t h e  affair in  a paniphlet dated 
J u n e  3 r d )  1778, and  entitled, 

" S t a t e  of Facts ."  

in  which, despite his  recent harsh t rea tment ,  occur those n~einorable  words 
which I quoted a t  t h e  conmiencenlent of lily lecture:- 

" To t h e  institution of l l asonry ,  t shall ever bear a warm and  unfeigned 
at tachment .  I know i ts  value and I an1 convinced of i t s  utility. 
To  t h e  Society of Freeniasons I profess myself a t r u e  and  stedfast 
f r iend. '  ' 

I n  his  s ta tement  Brother  Preston claims t o  have introduced a s  many  as  
three hundred  ini t ia tes  into the  Order ,  and proceeds: " I have been employed 
upwards of fourteen years  in e~ tab l i sh ing  a system for  t h e  honour of t h e  Society, 
in the  course of which I have consulted the  hest authors .  ancient and  modern. 
I have now i n  m y  possession extracts from above two thousand volumes on the  
subject.  These I intend to arrange mider the tit le d t I~rr .wricl ,  and  publish under 
sanction. with a few cursory observations: b u t  t h e  present dispute I believe has 
effectually baffled m y  intent ion."  Another  . '  work I have long h a d  in con- 
templation " was " A Digest of all t h e  laws which have subsisted since the  
establishnlent of t h e  Grand  Lodge." A very unfriendly paniphlet on t h e  other 
.-ide. " iUasonic Anecdotes of lit t le Solo111011: a Caution to t h e  Fra te rn i ty . "  
appeared about  1788. 

O u r  Brother  took part  in  t h e  activities of his section of t'lle Lodge of 
Antiqui ty and  ill t h e  brief existence of the  newly constit,uted Grand  Lodge for  
the S o u t h ,  yet  evidently t h e  t ,uru of affairs had come as  a heavy blow and 
disappointmelit .  I n  fact .  a t  one time he  even determined t o  bid " a complete 
- 4 r f i e u  t o  t h e  Society." Helice we find t h a t  he had  not a t tended t h e  Lodge 
for over a year  when on October 17th.  1781, his resignation was tendered. and  
in other respects his  Masoliic activities were i n  abeyance, so t h a t ,  as  his 
biographer quaint ly coi i~n~ei i ts .  he was enabled " to  direct his a t tent ion t o  his 
other l i terary pursui ts  which may fairly be supposed t o  have contributed nlore 
to the  advantage of his fortune." 

Meanwhile, t h e  Lodge got into very low water.  b u t  a t  length t h e  earnest 
entreaties of his f r ieuds and  doubtless t h e  warm interest he  had felt  i n  the  
Lodge prevailed on h im t o  rejoin. This was on October 23rd. 1786. a n d  for a 
second t ime  Ant iqu i ty  was revived by t h e  accession of Brother  Preston to its 
ranks. 

This  renewed interest i n  t h e  Craft  led t o  the  organizatioii of a special 
schenie b y  which Brother  Preston determined t o  propagate  his System of 
L e c t u r e e t h e  so-called " revival " of t h e  i t t i r i l t  a i d  T ' e i i e r c l h l e  Order of 

Htrrocl'im, which was, i n  effect. a dignified Lodge of Instruct ion t o  render his 
Lectures, inaugurated by  a Xeet ing a t  t h e  Mi t re  Tavern,  Fleet Street .  on 
J a n u a r y  4 t h .  1787. 

The  Lodge of Ant iqu i ty  adhering to t h e  Grand  Lodge passed through its 
vicissitudes, b u t  when. a t  a Meeting on 1)ecember 2nd.  1789. we find Brother 
Preston a t tend ing  a s  a Visitor.  a happy ending t o  t h e  division was i n  view. for 
Preston and  his friends. having made a n  apology t o  Grand  Lodge ' .  signifying 
their  concern t h a t  through ~llisrepreseiitatiol~ they ?hould have incurred the  dis- 
pleasure of Grand  Lodge . . . to  t h e  Laws of which they were ready t o  
,conform " had  only a montli  eince been reinstated and  restored t o  their  privileges 
in  l\Iasonry, a s  Preston himself acknoaledged, " i n  t h e  most handsome manner ."  
Followiiig this .  ill November. 1790, t h e  reuliion of t h e  two Sections of the  Lodge 
of Ant iqu i ty  was most auspiciously accomplished. 



I n  our  survey of Brother  Preston 's  career t o  th i s  point we have reviewed 
some of his work a n d  touchecl upon many of his  methods i n  general.  bu t  I will 
now consider a lit,tle f u r t h e r  ill detail  what  is recorded of his own presentat ioi~ 
of the lectures and  their  mat' ter.  

From his own accuunt of t h e  manner  i n  which t h e  first Lecture was 
rendered a t  t h e  Grand  Gala i n  1772 we  can  see t h a t  h e  spared no trouble t'o 
make the  ceremony as  impressive as he  could. and  t h e  musical accessories-both 
vocal and instrumental-are particularly worthy of at tent ion.  The  first edition 
of t h e  I l lustrat io~ls  gives ful l  particulars with a plan of t h e  room which indicates 
besides the  ceremonial arrangements  a n  ample table  accommodation for the liquid 
refreshment wherewith t h e  toasts were duly honoured. 

The Lodge was opened i n  due  form by  c o m n ~ a n d  of t h e  G.31. i n  the Chair,  
Brother Preston officiating as  Nas te r .  

The S . W .  rel~earsed t h e  Ant ien t  Charges on t h e  Management  of the  Craft  
in  Working and  then read Laws for  the  Goverliment of t h e  Craft,, followed by 
t h e  Toast 

" T h e  d i i i g  ant7 t h e  C'roft," which was honoured b y  a " E ' l o l ~ r i s l ~  of 
Horn.$." 

Brother Preston deliverccl his Oration, t h u s  laying t h e  foundat ion stone of 
his fu ture  I l lustrat ions of Alasonry." 

Toast. T h e  G.31.-flourish with Horns.  

The S i s  Sections of t h e  first Lecture were then rehearsed accompanied by 
songs and duets  a n d  instrumental  music with t h e  appropriate  toasts. 

A t  the Close of Section VI . ,  

The Charge on t h e  Hehaviour of 3Iasons was rehearsed by  Brother  Preston, 
and then came t h e  

Toast. i \ lay t h e  Cardinal Vir tues with t h e  grand  principles of 
Nasonry always distinguish u s :  may  we be  happy  to meet,  happy to 
p a r t ,  and  h a p p y  t o  meet again,  

followed by t h e  Ente red  Apprent ice 's  Song, t h e  fir-t verse, altered to a rather  
more dignified form for  t h e  occasion:- 

Come let us  prepare. 
W e  brothers t h a t  a re  

Assembled on noble occasion : 
L e t ' s  be happy  and sing. 
F o r  Life  is a Spring 

To  a Free  and  all Accepted Mason. 

Then,  Brother  Preston records the  Grand Nas te r  i n  t h e  Chair expressed 
his great approbation of t h e  i e g ~ l l a r i t y  of t h e  whole proceedings. ' 

. '  The Lodge was closed and  t h e  Grand Officers preceded by  the Stewards 
for the  occasion, and at tended by  several respectable personages adjourned to 
supper. a n  elegant enter tainment  being provided a t  t h e  expense of t h e  Stewards. 
and t h e  evening was concluded with t h e  greatest joy and  festivity." 

There was, of course, no novelty in  Lectures or t h e  use of catechism. 
which i n  days before books werc available had been t h e  only means for impart ing 
general instructloll 111 t h e  A r t s  and Sc~ences. The old methods by  which t h e  
Speculative or theoretical side of t h e  Craft  hacl been t a u g h t ,  survived i n  t h c  
Lodge Work ,  ' though ,  as  t h e  exposures clrmoi~strate. mnch degenerated ancl 
fast approaching a mere re-icluum of tests and  catch words. There mere also 
addresses, charges, eulogies such as  ~ v e r e  collnected with t h e  names of Bros. 



Oakley. d la r t in  Clare. Dullclterley. Ecln~oi~cles. M'ellins Calcott ancl many  others. 
Lectures on Archi tecture and Geonietry. Sclence a n d  other  interesting subjects. 
were given i n  Lodges i n  which the ie  we1.e n ie~nhers  of intellectual a t ta inmeuts .  a 

Tlie p r e v a l e ~ i c ~  of such customs is colifirmed by  strictures of t h e  pugnacious 
Grand Secretary of t h e  Ant ien t s  in  his '4 I I I I I I I I /~  1i'c:otl (1764) a t  th i s  date .  where 
he complains t h a t ,  aniongst the  degenerate 1\Ioderns, t h e  old custoal of studying 
~ e o n i e t l - ~  i n  t h s  Lodge \Gas likely t o  give \\.ay to  t l ~ c  use over proper materials 
of a good knife and  fork in the  hands of a des t rous  bro ther ,  and t h e  use of the 
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globes might  be t a ~ l g l i t  and  esplaiiied, aniol~gst  t h e  degenerate Xoderns.  as 
clearly and  briefly upon trio ljottles as 11po11 111.. Sellex's globes of 25 inches 
diameter. 

The  hl inutes  of t h e  Lodge of Ant iqu i ty  from 1756 onwards recorcl 
Lectures ill various Degrees as when (1757) ' ,  the  1\11., gave a n  Extraordinary 
joyous lecture " or  (1762) when ' .  the R.W.M. was pleased t o  favour us  vrith 
a Noble Lecture on t h e  Third I)egree " or t h a t  of t h e  Firs t  (1763) " was given 
in a most excellent a n d  explicit maliiier " whic l~  might  be paralleled by extracts 
from m a n y  other  old -7Jin11tc Eooks. 

Brother  Preston did not illvent lectures. bu t  he  carried on the  old 
traditions, endeavouring t o  correct. refine and amplify t h e  old workings. welding 
together lectures, addresses, eulogies in  a complete system according to his  
method. 

The  X i n n t e s  of t h e  Lodgc of A n t i q l ~ i t y  record a performance of t h e  
Lecture of t h e  Third Degvee with niusical accompaniinents on a scale siinilar 
to  t h e  set t ing of t h e  first Lecture. 111 this  case. however. Brother  Preston 
officiated as  Chief Rule r  aiid was supported by: his S.  ailcl J. Wardens as  Senior 
and J u n i o r  Rulers .  

T o  Bre thren  who h a r e  not studied the  subject t h e  names of t h e  leading 
Officers m a y  suggest a fu r ther  step beyond t h e  Third Degree, b u t  i n  t h e  ancient 
xorking as  carried on b y  t l ~ e  Lodge of A n t i q l ~ i t y  and  exemplified a t  t h e  Lodge 
of P r o i i i u l g a t i o ~ ~  and  by  i t s  propaganda, so soon as  t h e  Brethren have p r o ~ e d  
theinselves Craftsme11 t h e  priilcipal officers become for t h a t ,  and  for  the  higher 
Declree. a Chief Rule r  and  Senior and J u n i o r  Assistant R d e r s  instead of Master 
aiid Wardens .  These usages disappeared under  t h e  workings of t h e  Lodge of 
Reconciliation. 

This  is t h e  only recorcl of t h ~ s  elaborated ceremony being worked tha t  
occurs in  t h e  N i n u t e s  of Ant iqn i ty .  

Nei ther  Ero ther  Bottoinley nor Brother  Noorthouclr were present. 

It was when. encouraged by his friends. Brother  Preston deterniined t o  
resmile his 3lasonic activity t h a t  his Lectures received t h e  ful l  elaboration of 
their set t ing i n  the  Harodi in Chapter  method. O u r  Brother  is said to  have 
" r e v i v e d "  t h e  Antielit  ancl Venerable Order  of Harodim.  t h a t  is of H a r o d s  
or Rulers ,  b u t  we have yet  to  d e t e ~ m i u e  i ts  origin. possibly t h e  cereinoliy of 
being " made  free from Harodi ln."  still iiominally i n  esistence, may  point- to 
a sonrce. h u t  I must leave t h a t  issue aside for t h e  present.  nor  can I clwell 
IIIIOII t h e  details of i ts  organization. whicli are  set out  i n  ful l  detail  i n  the  P lan  
and Regulations of t h e  Grand Order of I l a rod im printed i n  1191. It was 
described by  a n  a rden t  s ~ ~ p p o r t e r  as " a n  iiistitution which certainly claims 
respect and  deserves encouragenie~i t ;  i n a s n i ~ ~ c l l  as. while it  preserves all t h e  
ancient pur i ty  of t h e  ~cieuceT it refiaes the  vehicle by  which i t  is conveycd to 
t h e  e a r :  as  a dianloilcl is not less a diamond bu t  is enhancecl i n  i ts  value. by  
being poliched. ' ' 

The  Harodim Chapter  died out about. 1801, having served i ts  purpose 
as a means of propagat ing Brother  Preston 's  version of tlle Lectures which a t  
t h a t  period were regularly worked in t h e  Lodge of Instruct ion attached to the  
Lodge of Ant iqu i ty  and  illustratecl a t  t h e  Lodge Meetings. 

I t  reniains for me  brieflv to  cutline M-hat these f a m o l ~ s  lectures were. 
Tlie Prestonian Lectures ~iecessarily cover very niuch t h e  grouncl of tlioce 

with which we a re  familiar to-day, hu t  there is a good deal of dlffereilce in 



t h e  verbiage and  t h e  order of t h e  mat te r ,  and there a r e  besides considerable - 
portions which have no esact  counterparts to-day. 

The I.'irst 1 , ~ r t  consists of .\'I.,, ,\'r,caf i o ~ i s .  the  .+'ec~otztl of I.'o (cr. and thc  
Tii ir t l  L r r t ~ ~ r r  is prolonged to no less t h a n  Y ' r i ~ e l ~ ~ e  S ' ( , r t ; r ~ ~ ~ d .  Each Sc,r , f ioi~ is 
fu r ther  sub-divided in to  ( 'licitsrx. 

The t h r e r  /,ec>frcrrs are  each of them prefaced b y  prelinlinary disserta- 
tions-paragraphs which were publi-hed i n  t h e  ' '  I l l ~ ~ s t r a t i o n s  " and which 
appear  in  pr int  i n  conilectioil with ~vorkiiigs of the  l ec t~ i res  ill vogue to-day. 

After  such introduct ion t h e  first lcctr(re s ta r t s  in t h e  usual method of 
question and answer, and  we are  t aught  :- 

That  a 31asoii is never too wise to  learn-that t h e  wise seek knowledge 
a n d  more travel to  find i t  flonl T e s t  t o  Eas t .  

The  Master is placed in t h e  East 
Because i t  ever has  been, and  c o n t i i i ~ ~ e s  to  be. and always 

dlall  be t h e  situation of t h e  Master when he  acts in  t h a t  capacity. 

" \Vhy is he  placed there!  " and  fa r ther  qnestions elicit:- 

Because 31an was there created i n  t h e  I m a g e  of his 3Iakcr:  
there also Itnoxledge a n d  learning originated. and  there the  a r t s  and 
Sciences began to flourish . . . Other  nlen may gain knowledge 
by chance or accident bu t  Ma:ons must acquire i t ,  otherwise they 
cannot obtain preferment . . . t h e  best use is made by l lasous 
because the  knowledge they have acquired they will improve to t h e  
best advantage,  and  thence once improved they xvill e ~ i d e n t l y  dispense 
i t  for t h e  general good. 

Clai~ses 2 ,  3 and  4 deal with familiar m a t t e r  and  t h e  last enlarges 
311 t h e  symbolis~n of t h e  Sun  a t  i ts  various stations:- 

The  J.W. " placed i n  t h e  South a t  high 12 invites the  Brethren 
to tho cool shade. there to  enjoy rest and  refreslunenl ." 

111 t h e  West  t h e  Third Grand N a t u r a l  Object is " still t h e  
Sun  in a scene e q ~ ~ a l l y  pleasing set t ing in  t h e  V e s t ,  closing the clay. 
and I d l i n g  as i t  were all na ture  t o  repose." 

The  Senior W a r d e n  renders to  every brother  t h e  just 1,eward 
of his meri t  to  enable hiin to  elljoy a comfortable repose. thc  hest 
effects of honest industry when they a r e  properly applied. 

Each C'l(cztse ends with ic . . u t ~ ! t ~ t t r ~ y  such as  is a::pelldecl t o  this:- 

Thus  me define t h e  friendly salutatioils we intrust  amongst 
l l a -ons ,  and  t h u s  we demonstrate this truth-That f rom the  eyes of 
Masons t h e  beantics of Heaven a re  never screened. 

('lcrltxr 5 defines t h e  key which opeus our  Treasures and which every 
fai thful  Brother b e a ~ s  with him.  

S E C T I O N  11. i n  six C'lrriiacs carries the  In i t i a te  fro111 preparation to t h e  
end of the  Ohligation :- 

Thus  we demolistrate our regular possession of the  invaluable 
and inestimable secrets of Freemasonry and  t h e  advantages to  be 
derivecl f rom t h e  fai thful  observance of thenl.  

S E C T I O N  111. in six ( ' l ( l~cn~.* .  continues t h e  Cerenlony. 

The  Ancient  Clothing of a 3Iaso1i is described as  white gloves 
ancl white leather  apron,  t h e  first denoting P u r i t y  and  t h e  second 
Innocence. both con-idered as  t h e  badge of Innocence and t h e  bond 
of Frlendship.  



I11 the nes t  C'luu\e the advantage of laying a foundation stone is 
esplained : - 

That should tllc ravages of time or violence destroy the   hole 
superstructure. this stone when diwovered will prove that  such building 
did esist. the name of its founder, and the  purpose of its bemg 
erected. 

How can this apply to the N .E .  corner ? 
Because should the influence of virtue cease to  ouerate amidst 

the corruption of men and thc depravity of manners, the original 
~xinciples which were inlpressrd on his mind 011 that  spot will never 
be obliterated, but will guard him from the dangers of infection and 
preserve his heart untainted in the general corruption of the world. 

Clccuses 5 and 6 traverse the I\lasterls address to the Candidate and the 
Charge : - 

Atasons live to improve and improve to enjoy. T1111s tlie 
admiration which is excited by the display of talents ancl virtues is 
a pleasing sensation: curiosity is gratified by marking the steps of 
f o r t u n e  the views of men are enlarged by tracing the effects of 
conduct and the heart is meliorated when it contemplates the 
principles whence good actlons proceed. 

Ill SECTION I V  

( ' l a u w  1 refers to the methods of the Egyptians, the great lights. I n  
( Iultse 2 .  the form of the I'odge, a parallelogram, is explained. 

Clurturs 3.  4 and 5 deal wit11 the Site. the situation of the building and 
its construction. the covering of the building and its supports. leading up to the  
description of the I\lystical Ladder in C'l(~ctse 6. 

I n  SECTION V 

The first three C'lazcsrs explain the internal ornaments. the furniture and 
jewels, the fourth the Dedication of the Lodge, and the two final divisions 
esenlplify matter  in the nature of charges. 

I n  SECTION V I .  

Cltruse 1 ,  we learn that we itieet on the l e v e l  and p o r t  on the squcwe,  and 
where to find a brother. 

( l a t t c r s  2 .  3 and 4 deal with Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. the 
Cardmal Virtues. and in the final C l a u s e ,  Day. Night and the K i n d  in Free- 
masonry are considered. 

The dissertations on Hrothcrly Love, Relief and Truth wliich appeared 
on the ' Illustrations " are familiar to workels of the lec t~nes  to-day. 

We are taught with regard to the Master that  :- 

The Jlaster should be hailed with homage and respect as 
Naster  of the A r t ,  clothed in Royal Robes of blue purple and scarlet. 
tha t  by this testimony he might display his skill and talent before 
the world . . . With becoming grace he would receive all this 
. . . hu t  the TAodgc 110 sooncr formed than he would lay all aside 
for the Badge of hinoceuce and Friendship. 

T H E  SECOND LECTURE is divided into FOUR SECTIONS. 

The Five ( I t~ztses of the Flrst SECTION deal with the Fellow Craft's 
progress from his preparation till h ~ s  charge a t  the S . E .  corner of the Lodge. 

I n  the S(coict/ '  SECTION, C'l~crrv 1 trcats of tlie n ~ m ~ b e r  of Degrees. the 
establislmient of the Order qualificatioas and service. 

I n  the JCcc.otid C'lccctse ' w e  define the lodge held and the number of 
which it was originally conlposecl " ancl some interesting points ari-e.- 



Thc Lodge in t h e  1st degree is said t o  be assenlbled because 
there is a n  assembly of all  t h e  degrees of t h e  order virtually repre- 
sented. 

T h e  Lodge in t h e  2nd degree is said t o  be  held because 0111. 
a deputat ion froin t h e  General Lodge can be authorized to bold such 
a Lodge. a n d  n o  Entered Apprentice is there permit ted t o  assemble. 

Five a re  necessary t o  hold a F . C .  Lodge three M,l\ls. and 
two F.Cs. who represent all t h e  absentees of t h e  2nd and 3rd Degrees 
and allude to  t h e  division of t h e  Science into five branche5 and t h e  
five years employed in learning t h e  rudinlents of these Sciences. 
which was t h e  tinie fised to  constitnte a F.Ci: there is also a n  
allusion to t h e  five senses (seeing hearing. feeling, snlellillg and 
tasting) for  they  a r e  t h e  channels b y  which external  objects a r e  
obtained a n d ,  like signs i n  the  na tura l  l a~ lguage ,  have the  same 
significaiice in  all climates, and  in all nations. 

T h e  blaster's place is in t h e  Eas t  where he  denotes tha t  
Wisdom, represented by  the  coluinil having t h e  light i n  the  Eas t ,  
was before all  things and  is  over all t h e  works of t h e  Creation. 

C'lauae 3 deals with Geometry. 
Clause 4 with T h e  Rlse of t h e  Orders ,  

and  t h e  concluding ( ' lnltce exemplifies t h e  ' Five Senses." 

The TI-IIRD S E C T I O N  includes five C'ln~tsrs devoted t o :  - 

1. Classes a t  t h e  Temple. 

2. Periods of labour and  division of Time. 

3. The two great pillars. 

4 .  The staircase a n d  foiuidation of the system. 

5. The Sacred Synlbol a t  t h e  centre of the  Lodge. 

The F O U R T H  S E C T I O N  is intended t o  esemplify the  Sciences a s  
syn~bolized in the  Temple : and  the  five C'lnuses i l lustrate : - 

1. The  general description of t h e  Temple. 

2. The Temple religiously considered. 

3. The Temple morally considered. 

4 .  The Temple scientifically considered leading u p  to t h e  origin of t h e  
present e~tabl is l inlent  a t  i ts building. 

Several of these Sections contain a large aniouiit of unfamiliar matter  
which only quotation a t  large could do justice to .  

The TI-IIRD L E C T V R E  according to Brothcr  Pres ton ' s  2nd Edition of 
t h e  " Illustrations consisted of Twelve Sections. L a t e r  on  i ts  matter  seems 
t o  have heen re-arranged so as to  he comprised under  seven Sections. The  
length of the  lecture is to  be accounted for by  t h e  inclusion of t h e  Installation 
Ceremony, Consecration of a Lodge and  public functions beyond t h e  Legendary 
History and actual ceremonies of t h e  Degree. 

The IT7~rJ1.1tz,q is  very ceremonious and slow i n  development : t h e  main 
headings must  suffice for  our  present purpose. A n  introductory Section is 
s~~cceeded  by  

T H E  S E C O N D  S E C T I O N ,  which contains a History of t h e  Order ,  i n  
seven ( ' luuses.  of a very speculative character:- 

1. History of t h e  cor r i~p t ion  of Mankind.  

2. Progress of t h e  Ins t i tu t ion  t o  remedy or prevent t h a t  corruption. 

3. Remedies adapted to each of those evils. 

4. W h a t  types were adopted t o  teach t h e  n a t u r e  of our  Soul. 



5 .  How (the)  System of Soclety was purified a t  the  building of the  
Temple. 

6. Now Organization of t h e  Society a t  t h e  building of t h e  Temple. 

7 .  Explains  how the  System has 11een adul terated ~ i n c e  t h a t  period. 

111 SI<CTIONS 111. and I V . .  each of seven ( ' l cc~/scu ,  t h e  I l ls tory of the 
Ilegree 1s .e t  fo r th  i n  a aiethod whlch. uh l le  i t  ccns~clerably lengthells the  i e c ~ t a l .  
doe= not m a t e ~ i a l l y  add  to the  ~nfo in la t ion .  

S E C T I O N  V. .  111 seven ( ' l ( r / / ? r ,  again deals \ n t h  the  Mystery of the 
Third Degree, t h e  Lodge. Ornaments .  Tiacilig Board ,  Steps. C i r c u i i i a m b u l ~ t i o ~ ~ s ,  
fall and  raising. 

S E C T I O N  V I .  t reats  of the  Government of t h e  Society i n  t h e  Constitu- 
tion aiid Consecration of a new Lodge. esp lana t io~i  of t h e  Jewels. aiid Installa- 
t ~ o n  of Masters. 

SECTIO-?;T V I I .  relates to  p~tb l ic  Ce~einonies. t h e  Laying of a Foundation 
Stone. Dedication of a Masonic Hal l .  U l ~ r i a l  Service of a l l aeon .  with the 
co~iclusion of t h e  History on t h e  Third Degree. 

A n d  now, with a few more words about our Brother  himself. I iilust bring 
iny remarks t o  a close. 

Bro ther  Preston was for manv  vears Editor  of t h e  L017cloi1 C I O , ~ ~ I ; C ~ P .  and.  
d ., 

as has  been mentioiied. since 1804 a partner  i n  t h e  firm he  h a d  served so well. 
It was said t h a t  he might  be designated a ' pioneer i n  l i terature."  having 
conducted th rough  t h e  Press of t h e  house of S t rahan  some of t h e  most celel~rated 
works of t h e  ~ Y g h t e e n t h  Century writers. H e  certainly was a pioneer in his 
-7lasonic W o r k .  

A n  excellent Por t ra i t  of 13rother Preston i n  t h e  prime of life was painted 
by Samuel Druminond ancl engraved n o r e  t h a n  once. I t  appeared i n  the  
Fv~ei i zoso i i s '  ~ M c ~ g a ; i / / p  of U 9 5  to illust1,ate t h e  biographical note  by Brother  
Stephen Jones. T l ~ i s  engraving oinits the  P a s t  3laster 's  Jewel of 1778 \rhich 
appeared i n  t h e  or iginal :  i t  slio\vs a fine intellectual face with a determined 
mouth.  Another  portrai t  ill crayons. which hung  in his par lour  a t  the t ime 
of his dea th ,  depicts him a l t t le  softened by t ime.  \ r i th  a veiy h a p p y  espression. 
and there  is yet  anothel. oil painting by Ilruminoild, of which eiigrariilgs were 
published-a very pleasant picture of his la ter  days-showing him as a n  old 
geiitlenlaii ful l  of vigour and  alertness, of which engravings appeared in the  
/ : ' ~ r r o p e n i ~  . l fcl~/n:i i~c. .  1811, and  ill s~1l)sequent editions of t h e  " I l l u ~ t r a t i o n s  of 
l l asoary ."  The  originals i n  t h e  last two cases a r e  i n  t h e  possessio~i of t h e  
Lodge of Anticluity a t  Freeinasoils' Hal l .  

T h e  Lodge also has  there a plaster bust  founded on a dea th  mask. taken 
two days a f te r  dea th  by  Giannelli ,  of Snow Hi l l ,  under  t h e  supervision of 
Brother  Sir  F .  C. Daniel.  

Brother  Preston 's  la ter  years in  ~ l a s o ~ i r y  were bound up with the  history 
of Ant iqu i ty  which he  served so diligeiitly un t i l  i l l-health liinitecl his powers. 
From 1790 he  was aliilually elected I lepu ty  X a s t e r ,  except when another took 
his  place on account of illiiess in  1802 and 1807, and  when i n  1809 t h e  Duke 
of Sussex accepted t h e  BIastership he appointed h im his Deputy  Xaster .  

It was i n  1813 t h a t  VTilliai:l Preston.  Cit'izen and  Stat ioner .  made his 
K i l l ,  when his  Xasoliic bequests of £500 Collsols t o  t h e  Girls' School. the  same 
aiilount to  t h e  General Chari ty  P lu ld ,  and £300 to foluicl t h e  Prestoniaii L e c t ~ u e -  
ship,  showed h im,  as he had p r o f e s ~ e d .  t h e  t r u e  and  steadfast frieiid of the  Craft  
t o  t h e  end of his life. 

H i s  last a t tendance a t  the  Lodge of Ant iqu i ty  was a t  t h e  Installation 
3leeting. J a n u a r y  17th.  1816. 



After  a n  illness of nearly five years Brother Presto11 passed away a t  his 
residence, No. 3. Deal1 S t ree t ,  Fe t te r  Lane ,  on Apr i l  1st.  1818. The funeral 
took place a t  S t .  l ' a ~ ~ l ' s  Cathedral ,   here he was buried on Apri l  10th.  A n  
appreciative notice i n  t h e  G ~ i ~ i I r ) i i ( l i ~ ' s  . lLc~~~o . : i i~e  ends by  describing the  funeral 
as  " of the  most handsome description . . . I n  consequence of the  rain the  
Female Orphans belonging to t h e  Freemasons' Chari ty  i n  S t .  George's Fields 
were not able to  follow i n  proces-ion h u t  mustered a t  t h e  Cllurch under the care 
of the  Treasurer . . . and  returned to t h e  house of t h e  deceased where they 
partook of wine and  cake." 

Let  us  close with a quotation from a le t ter  which t l ~ e  I\I.W.G.i\I.  of those 
days, H.R.H. The  I h k e  of Susses, addressed to t h e  Lodge of Antiqui ty i n  
1813, conveying a n  appreciation of Brother Preston a n d  a commendation of his 
example equally applicable for us  to-clay :- 

" Long has  t h e  Lodge of Antiqui ty been remarliable for  its zeal in 
Masonry, and greatly is t h a t  Lodge a n d  t h e  Craf t  indebted to the  
diligence a n d  example of m y  worthy Brother  your Past  Naster  
Preston. whose name must be dear t o  every admirer  and  well wisher 
of our ancient Order .  I have therefore only t o  rccominend your 
following his steps, when I may anticipate t h e  most glorious Result." 

APPENDIX  A. 

D E T A I L S  O F  T H E  R E N D E R I N G S  O F  T H E  F I R S T  A N D  

A s  regards t h e  F l r s t  Lecture we have t h e  account of t h e  occasioi~ several 
times referred to  of t h e  (,'r/r~itJ (;(l711 i i1  71oi101/r o f  If'rr(2 . lJ l rso i~r~/  hr ld  c c t  t h e  
r I I l I / I  I I . . . on Tuesday t h e  21st D a y  of May 1772 " 
fully .et out 111 t h e  F i r s t  E d l t ~ o n  of the  I l lustrat ions" with d. plan of the  
room, which we m a y  take a s  s~t~uatecl  Eas t  and  Wes t ,  which was arranged as  
follol\,s :- 

An oblo~lg room. nearly twice i ts  width in  length had a passage way 
reserved acro-S t h e  West  and  entered a t  the South West  corner of the room, 
two L .  or square shaped tables ranged ~ v i t h  their  long arms parallel to the  
Western portions of t h e  Nor th  and  South walls. and  their  shorter lengths 
running across and only leaving room a t  the  centre for  a passage way between 
t h e  ends of the  tables-,' The  G1.ancI Entrance for the  Procession " to  the Lodge 
enclosure. A t  these tables t h e  rank  ailcl file of t h e  l i re th ren  were seated on 
both sides of t h e  boards. A t  t h e  fn r ther  end of the  H a l l  in t h e  East, sat the  
Grand Master " on a Throne,  elevated 14 Foot . "  his Deputy  and the Pas t  
Grand Naster  to  his left and  r ight  with two seats beyond 011 either side for 
P a s t  Grand Officers. Opposite t h e  three principal Chairs was " a rich carpet " 
on which :tood " t h e  Pedestal ,  wit11 t h e  Furn i tu re .  Regalia, etc.,  on a crimson 
velvet cushion with Gold Tassels." 

On either side abont  i n  a line with t h e  Pedestal approaching t h e  centre 
archwise were the  Grand  Wardens '  Chairs snpported i n  each case by  six seats, 
three on either hand  for  " Respectable Personages." F ~ ~ r t h e r  Westward t h e  
walls were lined with a table  on each side Nor th  and  S o ~ ~ t h  with six seats a t  
each for the  Stewards for  t h e  Gala distinguished by  their  white rods. The 
centre of t h e  floor space was occupied by the  Lodge-the Lodge Board-the 
Master of t h e  Lodge s i t t ing a t  t h e  centre of t h e  end fur thes t  f rom t h e  Grand 
Master-the West  end apparently-and two Assistants a t  either of t h e  sides 
Nor th  and South.  The  Eas t  end of t h e  Lodge Board was unoccupied, b u t  along 
t h e  South side were placed ' '  The Three Great L igh ts  properly elevated," one 



a t  the centre  a n d  the  others a t  t h e  angles of the  Board .  South  1:a.t ancl South 
West.  

To  minister t o  c r e a t ~ l r e  comforts, tables were proridecl in  front  of the 
Wardens a n d  their  snpporters.  and there were s tands before the  three chief seats 
specified t o  he covered like t h e  various tables already ~ i i rn t ioned  with greeii 
baize : the re  were two :ide tables " properly furnished " in  t h e  Nor th  East atid 
Sonth Eas t  corners o.f t h e  room, and a n  enclosure described. " Repository for 
V7ine." occupied t h e  Nor th  West  conier opposite t h e  entrance. A giillery for 
fill~sicians was placed a t  t h e  S o ~ ~ t l i  I3ast of t h e  room. 

The  Lodge was opened i n  due f o n n  by command of t h e  Grand Master 
in  th,e Chair ,  Brot,her W. Preston as  W.i\l., Bros. Glidclon and P ~ ~ g l l  as S .  and 
J .  Wardens.  

T h e  Senior Warden  rehearsed t h e  . - l i i t ir t~t  ( ' h / r r { / ~ s  otr tlic .llrr~icc!/ctt~rtif 
of t h e  C'rnft i n  worX.iii~/ :- 

hlasons employ tlleniselves honestly on working days. l i re  creditably 
on holydays: and  t h e  times appointed by  the  law of the  land,  as  
confirnied by  custoiil a re  carefully observed ; 

seven clalises which t h e  ten  clauses to-day i n  our Rook of C'onstitutiono ?laborate 
with additions. 

T h e  Senior W a r d e n  then read :- 

I,(/ t r * s  for ~ / I F  ( ; o ~ , ~ r t i m  etlt of f l ~ r  / . o ~ / ! / P .  

You a r e  t o  salute one another i n  a cautious nianner- 
N o  private  Committees are  to  be allowed. 
These Laws a r e  to  be strictly olxerved 

and  so on. 
Ameii. So mote it  be. 

Clauses represented luicler " Hehavionr " i n  our present version of t h e  
Antient  Charges. 

Toast.  The  K i n g  ancl t h e  C'rdft- 
Floluish with Horns.  

Brother  Preston delivered his Oration. 

thus  laying t h e  fomidation stone of his f u t u r e  " Illustrations of Masoiiry. ' 

Toast.  The  Grand  Master- 
Flourish with Horns. 

Ode. sung by  t luee  Brethren accompanied with the  instruments  : - 

M7ake t h e  lu te  and  qniv ' r ing strings, 
Nyst ic  t r u t h s  r r a n i a  br ings:  

This  was succeeded by t h e  

Toast.  T h e  Deputy  Grand  Master and  t h e  Grand  K a r d e n s  

The  six S E C T I O N S  of t h e  I~'Z/i'LST I,EC'TT-221< were then rehearsed 
accompaiiied hy vocal and  instruniental music with the  appropriate  toasts. 

S E C T I O N  I. 
Song (duet).  

H a i l  Alasonry Divine 
Glory of ages thine 

Long nlay'st thou reign, etc. 

Toast .  Al l  l Iasons.  both ancient a n d  young, 
Who govern their  passions and bridle  their  tongue. 



SECTION 11. 
Solemn Air.  

Toa-t .  The  heart  tha t  conceal-, ancl the  tcngue t h a t  never reveals ally 
of t h e  Secrets of Alaso~iry. 

SECTION IIT.  

A n t  h r m  . 
Grant  us  K i n d  IIeav 'n what n.e ieqnest~ 
I n  Illemory let 11- he blest. etc. 

Toast. All Alasons ~ h o  honour  the  Order  1)y conforiiiing to  its rlll<,s. 

S E C T I O N  IV.  

Trio. C'larionets and lia-soon. 

Toast. i\Iay we arrive a t  tlie s ~ u n ~ i i i t  of AIasonry, and  may the just 
never fail cf their  reward. 

SEC'TION V. 

Song. 
Arise and  11low t h y  trunlpet Fame ! 
Free  Ala-o~lry aloud proclaim. 

To realms and  \vorlds 1111known. etc 

Toast. To t h e  Inemory of t h e  Holy IAoclge of St. J o h n  

S E C T I O N  1'1. 
Ai r  (sprightly).  

Tile Charge on t h e  Behaviour of i\Iasons was rehearsed by 
Erother  Pres ton ,  leading 1111 t o  t h e  final toast " M a y  t h e  Cardinal 
Virtues. etc.." as  recorded i n  nly l e c t ~ u e .  

During Jlrother Preston 's  l l as te r sh ip  of Ant iqu i ty  i n  lTTT i t  was decided 
t h a t  a Chapter of t h e  Order  sho11ld 11e he ld , ' '  and  t h e  n1i1111te: record a s  

follo\\,s : - 

Lodge opened in the  7'hirtI U r ! / r r e  i n  a n  adjacent Room. 
Processioil entered t h e  Lodge Room, a i d  tlie 11s11al ceremonies 1)eing 
observed, t h e  Three Rlllers were seated. A piece of X ~ ~ s i c  was then 
performed, and  t h e  12 Assistants entered in procession. and a f te r  
repairing t o  their  stations t h e  Chapter  was opened ill solemn form. 

Bro. Il/crX.er then rehearsed the  ,Scc.ot/tl . S c . ( . t i ~ ~ l ~ .  A piece of 
Music was then  performed by the ins t r~unents .  I I r o f h r ,  J ' r r s f o ~ i  then 
rehearsed t h e  l ' ltirtl , Y ~ c . f i r , i ~ .  All Ode on l l a s o n r y  was then sung by 
t,hree voices. N r o .  Hill rel~rarsed t h e  .it// , V ( ~ c , t i o t ~ .  af te r  whicli a 
piece of solemn music was performed. N r o .  Ilrc.trr./c,i/ rehearsed t h e  
5 t h  j S ( i ~ t i o t i .  a n d  t h e  funeral  processioii was formed during which a 
solemn dirge was played and  this ceremony concluded with a Grand 
Chorus. 

I j ro .  H r r l , l ~ y  rehearsed the  6 t h  3Srcatio~t, af te r  which a n  anthem 
was snng.  N r o .  I ' r ~ a t o i ~  then  rehealsed t h e  7 t h  S r c t i o i i ,  after  a song 
in honour of masonry, accompanied by  t h e  instrtmlents, was slung. 
The Chapter  was t h e n  closed with the  usnal solemnity. and  t h e  Rulers 
and twelve Assistants made  t h e  processio~l round t h e  Lodge. and  then 
withdrew to a n  adjacent  Room where t h e  d l ( t s t e r s l  L o d g e  was closed 
i n  due form. 



T H E  O R I j E R  O F  H A R O I ~ I M .  

A copy of t h e  adver t i~ement  of t h e  inaugurat ion of t h e  Order of Harodim 
preserved ill t h e  Grand Lodge Library is as follows:- 

P L A N  

of t h e  

ANTTENT ancl V E N E R X H L E  

O R I I E R  of I-IARODIAL 

To be I N S T I T U T E D  a t  t h e  

I I I T R E - T A V E R N ,  F L E E T - S T R E E T  

U n d e r  t h e  G E N E R A L  1)IREC'TION of 

B R O T H E R  WILI,TA?\I P R E S T O N  

P A S T  N A S T E R  of the L O I ) G E  O F  A N T I Q U I T Y  

Acting by  1,11,1!IEillORIAL CONSTITT_'TION. 

This  Order  is to  be under  the  mailageinent of a Chief Ruler  and two 
Assistants,  with a Council of twelve C o ~ n p a ~ l i o n s  t o  be elected annual ly,  on the  
Festival of S t .  J o h ~ i  t h e  Evangelist.  

T h e  Order  to  be  coinposed of five C1as.e~:- 

F i r s t  Clsss 1 i 
Fi rs t  Ilegree 

Second Class Second Ilegree 
Third Class . t o  iilclucle illasoils - Third Degree 
~ o u r t h  Class 1 ill t h e  ( Master of A r t s  
F i f t h  Class Royal A r c h  

Each Class t o  be under  t h e  direction of skilful Coml~anioils,  selected from 
Brethren of established reputat ion in the  Li te ra ry ,  illoral. a n d  Pldosophical 
World.  

T h e  first Xee t ing  to be oil Th~rr.st/(~!/. the  4 th  of ,~ (~I I I /~I I . ! / ,  1787. a t  Six 
in the  Evening  when a p re l imi~la ry  Lecture will be delivered by  Bro.  Preston:  
af ter  11-hich t h e  Xee t ings  to  be regularly continued every Y'/i~~r.sd(cy during the  
AIonths of J a n u a r y ,  February .  31arch2 Apr i l .  October. November, and 1)ecember. 
a t  Seven i n  t h e  Evening,  i n  a private Room engaged for t h a t  purpose, a t  the  
.l/itre-Tavern. 

A s  Ero .  P R E S T O N ' S  intention is t o  proinote t h e  general good purposes 
of Xasonry  t h r o u g h o l ~ t  t h e  Wor ld ,  on t h e  Genuine. Origiilal, and  Constitutional 
Principles of t h a t  t ru ly  Antielit  and Hono~l rab le  Inst i tut ion without interfering 
with t h e  Gover~inlellt  of the  Society either a t  home o r  abroad :  and .  if possible, 
t c ~  unite  all Classes of his B r e t h w n  i n  one luiiversal System, he  flatters himself 
his P l a n  will be approved : A n d  as  nothing can tend more effectually to  promote 
t h e  intended design. t h a n  t h e  proper application of s11ch sums of Xoney as may 
be received on t h e  admission of Brethren into t h e  Separate  Classes of the  Order, 
Prother  P R E S T O N  engages t h a t  all such Sums,  with t h e  surplus of Accou~Lts 
t h a t  may  be settled by  t h e  Conncil, shall be  deposited i n  the  hands  of a n  
-eminent Banker  i n  t h e  City of London,  to  be a t  t h e  disposal of the  General 
Meeting on t h e  Festival of S t .  J o h n  the  Evangelist,  for t h e  relief of poor and 
distressed Companions of t h e  Order :  and t h a t  t h e  proceedings of the  different 
Weekly hleetings, with t h e  Names of the  Companions as  they  a re  Enrolled, and 
t h e  S ta te  of t h e  Accounts, shall be regularly pr inted and  distributed among the  
IIenlbers on  t h e  first Thursday of every M o n t h ,  for  which each Member shall 
p a y  one Shilling annual ly 



SUC'II I~re t l i ren  as a re  willing to  encollrage the  P l a n .  and  t o  be enrolled 
a s  Companio~ls of th i s  T e ~ i e r a h l e  Order ,  are  req~~e- tec l  to  fav011r Brother 
P R E S T O N  with their  Names, P ~ , o f e s s i o ~ ~ s ,  ancl Places of Residence. a t  his h o ~ ~ s e .  
No.  3. 1 ) E A N - S T R E E T .  I ~ ' r t t r r - T , / r / i r :  or illclosed in a L e t t e r ,  addressed to 
M r .  T t I O l I A S  CHAI'Al.\N. Secretary to  the  C'onlnlittee of t>he O R D E R  O F  
ITAR01)I l I .  a t  the  ~ l / i f r ~ - T / r u ~ ~ t ' t ~ ,  l* ' I ec~ t - .S f / . e r t .  where t h e  Committee Aleet every 
T ? L I ~ T S ~ I I , I / ,  from Seven t o  Nine in  t h e  Evening ;  and if t h e  said Bret l~rer i  a re  
approved by tile Committee. they shall he enrolled, on paying ITalf-a-Crown, 
which will entitle thein to attellcl all fu ture  Illeetings in  t h e  F i r s t  Class, free of 
1.2xpence, and t o  rank  as  Colnpaliiolis of the  Order  for Life .  

When the  reunion of t h e  two bodies clainli~lg t h e  title of the Lodge of 
Antiqui ty had been happily accomplished, the Harodin1 Lodge was warranted by  
Grand Lodge on l l a r c l ~  25th.  1790. designed by t,lie petitioners to  enable t h e  
Chapter  to preserve a correspondence with Grand Lodge and  t o  autllorize it to 
practise the  rites of Blasonry under  the  auspices of this Lodge. 

The P l a n  and Regulations of t h e  Grand Crder  of I Iarodim priiited in  
1791 supply full particulars of its constitution and  relationship with the Lodge. 

W e  are told :- 

The  Order  of Harodin1 is  totally independent being established 
on its own hasis: a n d  as  a Chapter ,  is no otherwise connected wit11 
the  Society of Free  Illasons. t h a n  1)y llaving its mem11e1,s :elected from 
t h a t  Fra te rn i ty .  T l ~ e  Xysteries of the  Order  a re  peculiar to  the 
I n s t i t ~ ~ t i o n  itself. while the  Lectures of t h e  Chapter  include every 
branch of t h e  X a s o ~ ~ i c  System, and represent t h e  A r t  of 3Iasoury in  
n finished and complete form. 

There are  differcnt classes in  the  Order ,  and part icular  Lectures restricted 
to each. The Lectures a re  divided into Sections. and  t h e  Sections into Clauses. 
The Sections a re  assigned to Companiolis i n  each Class who a re  denomiliated 
Sectionists: who c l i s t r i b ~ ~ t e  the  Clauses of tlieir respective Sections to  Companions 
\rho are then denominated Clause-holders. Such Companions as hy assiduity 
become possessed of all t h e  Sections i n  t h e  Lecture. a re  called Lecturers . . . 
I n  the case of dea th ,  sickness. or non-residel~ce in  London.  of any  Lecturer.  
Sectionist or Claltse-holder, a Ch~i lpa~i ion  is ilimiediately appointed to  fill up  the  
vacancy. Thlts the  Lectures a re  always complete: and  once i n  every nlolith 
during the Session they a re  regularly delivered i n  open Chapter .  

The Chapter xvas composed of a Grand P a t r o n .  who must  be a Nobleman. 
and two Vice-Patrons;  a Chief Ruler  or Harod  and  two Assis tants :  a General 
1)irectol.: a C'ol~~icil  of Twelve Respectable C'onipaniolls (who ~ n u s t  all be 3laster 
hlasons) ; Six Assis tal~t  Council : t iro Esaminers  : a n  unli~iiitecl number of 
1,ectnrers. Sectionists. Clause-holders and private Companions:  Fif teen Honorary 
Blembers; all Organis t :  a Robe-Keeper:  . a n d  one or more Jani tors .  The  
Acting Grand Officers of Graud Lodge and t h e  Principal  of tlle Grand Royal 
Arch t h a p t e r  for the  t ime b e i i ~ g  were-always to rank  a s  Honorary  Patrons uI;ou 
proper application for t h a t  ~~~~~~~~e. The Treasurer and Secretary nlio were also 
to  hold the same offices in t h e  IIarodini Lodge were elected from the  ;\[embers 
of the  Assista~it C'ouncil. 

Candidates for the  C'liapter must be Free  and  Accepted, t h a t  is Entered 
Apprentice l lasons,  tlieir fu r ther  advancemeiit could be effected by  t h e  Chapter  
i l l  c o n j ~ ~ n c t i o n  ~ r i t h  tile Lodge. 

The Companioiis were divided illto Five Classes :- 

Free and  Accepted IlIasons, 
Fellow-Craft Masons, 
Alaster l l asons .  
Jlakters and  Pas t  N a - t e r s  of Lodges 

and Royal Arch l l a s o ~ i s .  



S u b c r i p t i o n s  allcl fees are  all set out  in  great detai l ,  as  a re  the  duties of 
the  Officers. The  Kye-laws of thc  1Zarodim Lodge really placed the  Lodge under 
t h e  control of t h e  C h a p t e r :  t h e  iui t ia t io~i  fee was f 5-5-0. the  joining fen 21-1-0, 
all subscriptions t o  he paid i n  to  the  Chapter  F u n d .  and t h e  Jewels and 
Furn i tu re  were rested in the  Cl~ief I-Iarod and  Assistant Rulers  for tlie time. 

T h e  Order  of Procession going t o  and returning from t h e  Chapter  Room 
was laid do\rn as  follows :- 

Jan i to r  robed. 
Two Stewards, with rods. 

Clawe-holders. Srctionists and 1,nctnrers 
each grade two and two with rods. 

Two Examiners  robed. 
Pas t  C'o~mcil. 

l'ast Chief Harods.  
General Director. robed and covered. 

Present  Co~uici l .  robed. with gilt rods:  Junior;  first 
ranking accordi i~g to Ini t ia t ion.  

Treasurer and Secretary in  surplices ancl x a r f s .  
Two Assistant R,ulers, robed and  rovered. 

Chief I i a rod ,  robed aud covered. 
Two Vice Patrons,  with batoons. 

Grand Patrol]  with t h e  Ensign of Office. 
Assistant Council with Rods. 

There  seems to liave been great  diffic~llty i n  making t h e  IIarodini 
Chapter  and  Lodge pay their  \Tay. 111 1792 t h e  Rarodi in Lodge uni ted with 
Ant iqu i ty  bringing a n  acquisition of new ~ n e m b e r s ,  ~vhi l s t  t h e  niembers of t h a t  
ancient Lodge were \velcomed as  bringing to t h e  Chapter  a f a r t h e r  inembership 
of , .  those t rained a l ~ d  educated on the  Old System on which t h e  Harodim 
Lectures a re  founded." 111 1793 t h e  IIarodim Lodge Constitution was sur- 
rendered a n d  A i ~ t i c ~ l ~ i t y  passed r e s o l ~ ~ t i o n s  to  sanction and support the  Chapter.  

Brother  Stephen Jones, to  whom reference h a s  been made.  was a prominent 
inember of t h e  Harodin1 Chapter  a ~ i d  Lodge \v110 joined the  Lodge of Antiquity 
a t  this t ime.  H e  had origi~ial ly  been at t racted to  Freemasonry by studying 
Brother Pres ton ' s  " I l l ~ ~ s t r a t i o n s  " : by  his marr iage with i\Irs. Preston 's  niece 
he became a family colinectio~i. Later  on he  was AIaster of Ant iqu i ty  and 
became t h e  first Prestonian 1,ecturer. 

T h e  prosperous clays of t h e  Chapter seem to have culniiiiated about 1795. 
wlieil Lord  l\lacdonald presided as Gra i~ t l  P a t r o n .  supported by Bros. James  
Heseltine, William liircli, ,John Spottiswoode. and TTilliam l leyrick as Vice- 
Patrons.  

I t  is pleasant t o  note t h a t  t l ~ i s  list of 211pporters includes lirother 
Ileseltine, no longer estranged, and Iirother Noorthouck's recoiiciliatioii wit11 
Preston is evidenced by his Ode "performed a t  every meeting of tlie Grand 
C l ~ a p t e r  of I Iarodim." \vhich al)l)ears in the  la ter  editions of tlie " Illnstrations." 

011 Angust  7th.  1793, wlieli the  Chaptnr of Harodim celebrated the  
annual  feast a t  Grove IIouse. Camhei~\vell. 111icIer t h e  presidency of Erother 
Neyrick. Yos t  Escel lent  Chief H a r o d ,  t h e  I . ' r r r ~ t ~ / c s o i ~ s '  . I / t r ! / rc : i t~e tells 11s. in  
t!ie words of Brother  Stephen ,Tones : - 

F r o m  a discovery being made iii  t h e  course of t h e  entertainnient t h a t  
i t  was t h e  na ta l  day  of Brother TT'illiani Preston.  \\.l10 \vas present.  
and wlion~ t h e  C o ~ n p a n i o l ~ s  revere as  tlie renovator and  chief supporter 
of this  ancient Order ,  a glow of sentiment was awakened ill the  
minds of t h e  company t h a t  bust forth i n  a t ransport  of f raternal  



congratulation which must be Iiighly gratifying to him,  and  certainly 
did liouour t o  their  cwn feelings as  brethren and  disciples of a great  
master i n  t h e  a r t .  

bche~aes were proposed and  tried to  promote t h e  working of the  Chapter 
under  the auspices of t h e  Lodge of Ant iqu i ty ,  b u t  financial difficulties seem to 
have baffled all endeavours. I n  1799 Vice-Patron Preston " according to his 
own proposition a n d  engagement " . . . " gave a d ra f t  for  t h e  entire sum 
of £32-19-1 " t o  meet t h a t  deficiencv. I n  1800 t h e  Lodee of Instruct ion which 

D 

had been in abeyance for  two years resuined its meetings weekly, and X i n u t e  
Rooks are extant  showing t h a t  it  was meeting a s  l a te  as  February ,  1836. The 
latest record appearing in t h e  Lodge of Aut iqu i ty  I\linutes seems to be i n  
October. 1801, and  about  th i s  t ime t h e  Chapter  evidently dissolved. ' A s  a 
means of spreading a knowledge of Preston 's  Lectures." conlnlents Brother Capt .  
Firebrace, " i t  had  served i ts  purpose. These were now worked i n  the  Lodge 
of Instructioii, and one or more Sections were regularly illustrated a t  the  Lodge 
Ileetings. ' 

I n  t h e  IT:'irr.opcwil Jf(rg(c: i~ic .  for 1811 there is a reference to  the  public 
,7reetin_os of the  Harodinl  Chanter  which " w c r e "  held a t  Freemasons' Ha l l .  

0 

a r ~ d  the  writer proceeds : - 
" W e  say lr1rre held because from circum:tances as  difficult as  unneces- 

sary to  account for ,  t h e  Chapters  of th i s  Order  have for some time 
ceased to be convened: though they certainly placed t h e  moral and 
Sc~entific Lectures  of ,IIasonry in a nlost pleasing a n d  advantageous 
light ." 

APPENDIX C .  

S Y L L A B U S  BOOKS,  E T C .  

W e  first hear  of t h e  publication of something ill the  n a t u r e  of a Syllabus 
of the  Lectures i n  t h e  prospectus for  Pr iva te  Lectures  about  1774. Such 
' books of t h e  courses " were distributed and i n  use, b u t  a t  t h e  present time 
t h e  Syllabus books of t h e  Prestonian Lectures, of u-liicli a good nlany copies 
a r e  extant ,  a re ,  though pre-Union.  of a much later  da te .  It is the  case with 
several copies i n  t h e  Grand  Lodge Library,  Quatuor  Coronati L ibra ry ,  and  a 
copy in my possession, t h a t  they go no fur ther  as  regards pr inted matter ,  than  
the  end of the  first Lecture of t h e  Third 1)egree. A later  edition on paper 
dat ing 1831 is equally disappointing. 

These Nanua ls  indicate t h e  details of Opening. Closing. Calling Off and 
O n ,  and the auestions a n d  arocedure of the  Lectures. and  a re  interleaved with 
blank sheets on which t h e  owners have made pencil o r  other  notes of t h e  
working chiefly of a very fragmentary kind.  My remarks a re  chiefly based on 
z copy which was i n  use by  m y  Grandfather  (Brother  T. J. Pettigrew) when 
S.W. of the Lodge of Ant iqu i ty  i n  1821, and  a la ter  edition which was in  
the  hands of Brother  Burckhard t  of t h a t  Lodee iu  1833. now a t  Grand Lodee. 

0 0 

which gives most of t h e  working i n  ful l  and  some fur ther  particulars of the  
Third Degree from t h e  same sources. 

A n  aid t o  t h e  Lectures was published by Brother  Preston,  ent i t led:-  

' The Pocket Manual  or Freemasons' Guide to  t h e  Science of Free- 
masonry, containing a Syllabus of the  Lectures and  a Part icular  
Detail of t h e  subjects t reated i n  each Section. with N a n y  intere:ting 
Remarks." 

P a r t  I .  The Firs t  Lecture.  was published in 1790. 
P a r t  11. The Second Lecture i n  1792. 



Copies of Par ts  I. and 11. are extant, but I hare  not so far  heard of a 
copy of P s r t  111. 

THE PRESTONIAN LECTURE.  1927 

 hit the Trustees of the Prestonian Fund had approved the nomina- 
tion of the Lecturer was conllnunicated on August 11th. 1926, and 
the three Official Lectures appointed to be delivered were granted by 
the Board of General Purposes to the Berkshire Installed Masters' 
Lodge, the Huddersfield and District Installed Masters' Association. 
and the Arcadian Lodge. London. The Lecture was also delivered 
on thirteen other occasions during the year, making a total of 
sixteen in all. 

February 26th. Eerkshire Masters' Loclge, No. 3684. at Reading. 
i \ Iarcl~ 5 th .  Huddersfield Ilistrict Installed BIasters' Association. a t  

Huddersfield. 

Narch 16th, Arcadian Lodge. No. 2696, a t  Freemasons' Hall ,  London. 

April 28th. Durham Installecl Xasters Lodge. a t  Durham. 

April 29th, Sunderland & LXstrict W.31.s a t  Wearmouth Lodge. KO.  3934. 

J u n e  16th. The Norths. & H u ~ i t s .  Nasters' Lodge. No. 3422, a t  I ie t te rhg.  

Ju ly  6th. Aldwych Club Lodge. No. 3794. a t  Freemasons' Hall ,  London. 
September 9 th ,  C'on~nlemoration Lodge. No. 2663. at the Holborn 

Restaurant. 

September 27th. Provincial Grand Officers Lodge. East Lancashire. No. 
3747, a t  the DIidlmcl Hotel, ?IIanchester. 

October 10th. Bournemouth Lodge of Instruction, a t  Bournemouth. 

October 19th. S t .  Richard's Loclge. KO.  4469. a t  Chichester. 

October 28t11, Sheffield Past LIasters' Association, a t  Sheffield. 

November 4th. The Humber I~lstallecl Masters' Lodge, KO. 2494, at Hull. 

November 15th. The Hertfordshire -7lasters' Lodge, KO.  4090, a t  Xark  
DIasons Hall ,  London. 

November 30th. Warwickshire Installed l\lastersJ Lodge. No. 4538, a t  
Birmingham. 

December 15th, Bristol Nasonic Society. a t  Bristol. 



SATURDAY, 23rd JUNE,  1928. 

1,ettel.s of apology for t i o~~-n t t enc lu~~ce  were r epo~ te t l  from 131~1s. S. 1'. l i le in ,  

L . R . .  ] ' . \ I . :  Rev .  TV, TV Covey-C~.t :~np,  1 , P . M . ;  K.  C'ol~der, L . I t . $  P . 3 r . :  J. ' V .  

' I ' l ~ ~ t y  I ' .G.l).,  1'.3r.: (iiI11et.t JV, Daynes,  S.J).; I t e r .  H. l'oole, l ' . l ' r . (~ .C 'h .~  \Vest- 

nlo~.Iand & ( ' ~ ~ ~ n l ~ e r l n l l t l .  S.JV. : I , io~lel  \'il;ert. A.Ct.l).C'., P .11 . :  H. C'. de Lufontni~le,  

P . ( i . l ) . .  J .JY. ; I<oclli. H. 1hxte1 , .  l'..\.G, l).('.. 1',11. : C'wil l'owell, P . ( ; . l ) . ,  P.31.  : 

]<d. .ir111itagc>, I'.C;,i),. T r e a s t ~ r e r :  a11(1 Jo1111 Stolieb, l'.C:.l)., I 'r.A\.(t.ll. ,  JVest York , .  



APRO?;: plain leather. squaw,  15in. I I ~  I5in. .  circular flap edged u i t h  blue 
ribbon. 

APROS: leather.  15in. 11s 13i11.. r o ~ ~ ~ ~ d e t l  col.1lel.s curred flap nit11 a tassel. 
Pen  and ,ink 11n11d d ~ x w n  nl~tl  cwlo~~red design Cra f t  and R.A. 
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l1ed CIYISS So. G":). \ 'e~,i t ;~s.  

Hro. JAUES JOHSSTOSE read the  follon-i~~g paper :  



THE REV. SAMUEL HEMMING, S.G.W. 1816, G.C. 1817. 
Master of Lodge of Reconciliation, 1813-1816. 

1last.r of Lodge cf Harmony.  now 255. 

H I S  L I F E  A N D  W O R K  AS C I T I Z E N .  SCHOOLI\ IASTER & SIASON 

Introduction. 

P t o  t h e  presentation. i n  1910, of t h e  la te  Bro.  TVonnacott's 
notable paper  on t h e  Lodge of Reconciliation, 1813-1816, lit t le 
had  been k n o ~ v n  with cer tainty as  t o  Bro. D r .  Samuel 
Hemnling 's  activities i n  Xasonry .  M a n y  statements had  
been made  from t ime to t ime as t o  t h e  p a r t  he played in 
settling t h e  Ri tua l  ilnmediately af ter  t h e  Union in 1813. 
l l a i l y  of these statements were conflicti~lg. Colltroversy arose 
as  t h e  result.  Hro. TT70nnacott's paper  cleared u p  the  con- 

fusion for t h e  lnost par t ,  l ~ u t  there still remain some dark  corners to  be  
illnmiiiated. 

Of Hemming's  pr ivate  life lit t le,  if any th ing ,  appears to have been 
known except t h a t  he had  taken Orders. was a Doctor of IXvinity and  lived a t  
Hampton .  ITonnacott i n  his Notices of t h e  Ailembers of t h e  Lodge of 
Reconciliation makes n o  reference i n  t h a t  relating to  Hennning ,  to  anythillg b u t  
llIasonic matters.  H a d  he  k n o ~ v n  anything of his pr ivate  life, i t  is more t h a n  
likely, i t  woulcl have been mentioned. 

Two years ago. when inquir ing into t h e  early history of t h e  Lodge of 
Harmony 255, of which Hemining was a member and  twelve times X a ~ t e r ,  and  
more particularly when information was sought as t o  t h e  Toy I n n .  Hampton  
Court,  the  hoale of t h e  Lodge almost coatinnonsly for  t h i r t y  years (1783-1818), 
the  writer was p u t  into touch,  by  Xr .  E .  Law, t h e  Histor ian of Hamptou  Court,  
with 31r. R .  Garside. History Master of t h e  Hanlp ton  Grammar  School. as one 
interested i n  the  ant iqui t ies  of tlle district. This meeting was most for tunate .  
fo r  on the  .econd interview i ' l r .  Garside casually produced a book. which had 
bee11 placed i n  his hands  a few days before. This  was t h e  I\linutes (1729-1833) 
o f  t h e  Trustees and  Gorernors  of H a m p t o n  Free  School. now known as t h e  
Grammar School. A s  1\11.. Garside turned i t s  pages a n d  pointed out  various 
items interesting to  t h e  School, a page was arrived a t  where t h e  writer suddenly 
recognised the  s igna tme of I ) r .  Samuel Hemming.  F u r t h e r  :earch disclosed t h e  
fac t ,  almost a century forgotten, t h a t  t h e  Doctor had  been ZIeadmaster of t h e  
Grammar School f rom 1803 till  his death i n  1828. F r o m  this  most for tunate  
discovery various aveunes of inquiry ~ v e r e  opened u p .  with tlle resnlt t h a t  a 
fair ly  ful l  account may  now be given of Helmning as regards Ancestry- 
descendants-early life-clerical life-activities as a Schoolmaster-public life, 
and lastly t h e  manner  of his patsing. 

This new information,  der ired from t h e  lllinutes 1801-1822 of the  Trustees 
c f  t h e  Free School of Halnp ton  (now t h e  Grammar  School), f rom t h e  Hampton  



Vestry Alinutes of t ha t  date. and from the i\Iinute Book (1801-1822) of the  
Lodge of Harmony then No. 384. now 255 ancl fitted in with known facts in 
~ Iason ic  literature, forms the bulk of the material which the writer now 
ventures to offer the Quatuor Coronati Loclge. 

Hemming end the Grammar School o f  Hampton. 

I t  was. as already stated by the accidental discovery of the ;\lmutes 
of the Granmlar School Governors and Trustees, 1793-1833. tha t  Hemming's 
association with the  School was brought to light. The Xaster of the School In 
1800. Revd. Richard Kilsha, had asked leave of absence on the grounds of hls 
Xisfortunes and Embarassments." The Trustees, anlong whom were included 
the Earl  of Guilford and Sir Richarcl Carr Glyn, appointed Heinnling as Deputy 
during the  absence and it would appear tha t  he remained to assist on the retulil 
of the Master. Kilsha resigned in 1803 and Heinnling Tias appointed in his 
place after  Zigning a code of rules, drawn up by the Trustees. as to the collection 
and distribution of funds and the nlailagement of the School. I t  was the  
signature of Hemnling to this docume~lt which first drew the attention of the 
wrlter to Hemming's coimection with the School. 

I t  is of intelest to note that  the Chairina~l of Trustees was Thonlas 
Haverfield. first Senior Warden of the Lodge of Harmony a t  its foundation 
by Thos. Dunckerley in 1785 and later, at the revival of the Lodge in 1801, 
appointed Worshipfnl Xaster .  Ilaverfield was Superintendent of the Gardens 
a t  Hampton Court Palace. having gained his experience under his father, Johll 
Haverfield. who had been appointed Superintendent of Kew Gardens by the 
Prmcess Dowager of X7ales about 1750. Another son. John,  succeeded the 
father a t  Kew Gardens. H e  was initiated in the Lodge of Harmony on Sept. 
14th. 1785, being described as an  Architect. H e  filled the  office of Secretary 
of the Lodge 111 1787. HIS son, Rev. T. Tunstall Haverfield. afterwards. on 
May 3. 1814. was initlatecl in the Lodge of his father and uncle Thomas. by 
Hemming as 3laster. and was ultimately Xaster himself four timss between 1817 
and 1834. His sister was the original of the ' Little Xiqs Haverfield.' a 
picture by Gainsborough now hanging in the Wallace Collection. The 
Haverfields have an interesting history and were intimately associated with the 
early activities of the Loclge of Harmony. Further details on this head wilI 
appear in a History of the Lodge, now under preparation. 

To return to Hemming's appointment as Xaster of the Free School a t  
Hampton, his signature to a ' charge ' of duties had been necessitated by 
difficulties which the Trustees had experienced with his predecessor, Kilsha. One 
clause r u s  thus :  " That the School Master elected by the  Parishioners and 

appointed by the Trustees, shall personally ancl constantly attend the duties of 
the School, and with proper assistants instruct the scholars, children of resident 

V Parishioners, in the English and Latin Tongue TT'ritiag and Arithmetic. and 
" instruct them in their Religious and Moral Duties." Another clause: " That 

the School Master shall make a proper allowance for Pens, Ink .  Paper. Books 
' and Firing for the use of the scholars, during the school hours and suffer no 

extra charge to be made 011 the Parents of the scholars." Also: . '  g t k  That 
I the Candidates for the office of School Master shall previous to the Electlon 
" enter in to  an agreement by signing the foregoing conditions, that  whichever 

shall be elected. H e  will covenant with the  Trustees to conlply with foregoing 
" conditions, formed by them for the better Regulation of this Free School . . . 

' Resolved That the Chairman do sign the above Regulations as being 
" unanimously agreed to by the Trustees Present. 

Tho'. Haverfield. Chairman. 
We the undersigned do hereby signify our afsent to the foregoing Resolutlolls 

(a trustee) W ". Jackson. 
Samuel Hemming D.D.  
Hens. Dison. Clerk." 



The Scliool a t  this  t ime was held in a bnildiiig adjoining t h e  north wall 
of the Parish C l u ~ r c h  of Hauipton and  in i ts  Churchyard.  I t  was erected i n  
1726 and used f o r  other  tha11 :chcol purposes. i . ~ . .  for parish f~unctioiis and 
Vestry meetings. E d l ~ c a t i o n  was free to  all sons of re-ident par i s l~ io~le rs  except, 
f o r  a slight e s t r a  espense for books in  t h e  case of L a t i n  ?cholars, of ~rh ic l i  t h e  
nuniber vias few. The  average attendance 1803-15 was a,bout 50. rising to 70 
a litt le later h u t  fal l ing by  1823 t o  34. Seventy t a s e d  t h e  acco~iiiiiodatio~l t o  
i ts  utniost ancl must a l-o have taxed t h e  staff as there was only one assistant 
i n  this scliool of all ages. 

There is li t t le t o  record for t h e  first dozen years escept  t h a t  in  1805 
Hemming became non-resident Rector of East Laval i t .  Susses, two miles ~ i o r t h  
of Chichester, which Rectory he retained until  his dea th .  He also held during 
his life the  Hectory of Fawkenham (or Fawkhanl) .  K e n t .  

111 1814 (12th J ~ l l y )  he  stood as  calldidate with one other ,  the  Rev. JTm. 
' 

Church. for the  post of Lecturer  of the  Parish Church of Hampton .  H e  was 
~~nsuccessful .  having obtained 117 votes as against his opponent 's 126. The 
Vestry 3linutes give t h e  p r o c e d ~ ~ r e  in great detail .  

Then in 1816 came a change in t h e  School affairs which indicated a 
ru'ffle on the  hi ther to smooth water.  The endowments of t h e  School had been 
edniinistered bv two bodies of Trustees. one for t h e  Hanionde aiid Pigeon funds. 

U 

t h e  other for t h e  Jones properties. They now become ainalgalnated into one 
body, and by coincideiice or consequelice, i t  is impossible to  say which, this year 
marks the  outbreak of difficl~lties between Trustees and Master ,  no doubt with 
harm to tlie Scliool. The  difficulties. as  detailed in  t h e  i\Iinntes, continued in 
a n  intense form for  three years, lingering i s  a milder form t o  t h e  end in 1828. 

I t  is hardly practicable aiid perhaps not desirable a t  this  distance of t ime 
and with tlie record of t h e  Tinstees only as chief g ~ ~ i d e .  t o  pronounce definite 
judgment on one side or another .  A petty and  doltbtless i r r i ta t ing at t i tude OII  

t h e  part of the  Trustees seems to have been met by a ratller haughty  and high- 
handed but  efficient safeguarding of his position on t h e  p a r t  of tlie Macter. 
Nevertheless lie appears, even through dust  of bat t le  and wordy controversy, 
as  a nian of cul ture,  digni ty and d e t e r m i n a t i o ~ ~ .  

A contributing factor in  t h e  s i t ~ ~ a t i o n ,  and  t h a t  f rom t h e  l\llaso~iic side, 
may be considered here. W e  kiiow t h a t  from t h e  end of 1813 to early in 1816 
~ 1 e n i m i n ~ ' s  duties a t  t h e  Lodge of Recoiiciliatio~i must  have taken liiiil very 
f r e ~ ~ u e i i t l y  to London.  aiid as  tile Lodge of Reco~ici l ia t io~i  aiid other Masonic 
nletings were ' ,  usually held i n  t h e  evening." it  meant  tliat Heiiimi~ig ~vould 
h a r e  to stay t,he night  i n  London,  as  D~uiclrerley mentioned having done some 
years before. I I a n i p t o ~ i  by road is fifteen miles from Lolldon. Transit,  ill 
these days before railways. was either by  public stage coach, or private 
carriage. Dunckerley i n  one of his letters inforins us t h a t  a visitor to  the  
Lodge meeting a t  t h e  Toy 11111 a t  twelve o'clock wonlcl have t o  leave Holborn a 
lit t le before eight a . m .  i n  order t o  arrive a t  f lampton Court  -0011 after eleven 
a . m .  I n  view of t h e  t ime taken i n  transit  1111 aiid down, i t  is obvious t h a t  
Reco~iciliatioii, Grand Lodge. Grancl Ste~varcls Lodge and  interviews. whiclr were 
frequent. with t h e  Grand  blaster ,  t h e  Duke of S m s e s .  a t  Ke~is ing ton  Palace. 
must have made  serious inroads on Hemming's  school t ime a n d  duties. Under  
December 29th, 1814. we have this  en t ry  i n  t h e  Lodge N i n n t e s  : ' ,  Paid Bro. 
Heimiiing for C11aise etc. to  Ke~is ing ton  Palace £2.0.0." This  must  have been 
on Lodge of Harnioiiy business, b u t  l l inu tes  of previous meetings throw no light 
on the  reason for t h e  journey to t h e  Grand l l a s t e r ,  t h e  Duke  of Sussex, a t  
Kensington Palace. There was trouble with t h e  landlord of t h e  Toy I n n  a t  
t h i s  time and the  Lodge thought  of moving. On another  previous occasioli t h e  
good offices of t h e  Duke  of Susses had been enlisted. th rough  H e ~ i i ~ i i i n g ,  to  
procure acco~iimodation i n  t h e  Palace adjoining, b u t  without  success. Tt is 
possible such niay have been t h e  na ture  of FIemmi~lg 's  errand 011 this occasion. 

Real is i~ig t h e  difficulties of t ime and method in t ransi t  aiid aware of 
Heniniing's \Tery frequent  visits to  Lo~iclon. t h e  writer warlled M r .  Garside, his 
collaborator who searched t h e  School and Vestry l1i11utes. t o  look out for possible 



charges against I-Tenlming by  1lis School Trnstees for neglect of cluty. The 
prediction v a s  only too t r l ~ e .  aiid it is fa ir  t o  assume t h a t  Hemming's  assiduity 
in t h e  discharge of his important  t r l ~ s t  as ;\[aster of t h e  Locige of Reconciliatior~ 
led to  slackness i n  his School d u t y  as  t h e  result of frequent absence. 

T h e  disputes referred t o  ralrged round a variety of su l~ jec t s  with anlusillg 
situations a n d  tactics. There were decided signs of local feeling for  both sides. 
Henlining gave tlle Trustees some very ~ulconlfortahle ~nonlents .  The upshot w:,s 
a draw.  and  our  Revd.  Brother  stayecl in  his citadel ! 

T h e  mat te r s  notably i n  d i s l ) ~ ~ i e  included t h e  rigllt of t h e  I Ias te r ,  as 
beneficiary of t h e  Rectory. to  receive the  Chancel fees. t h e  managenlent of the 
Rectory lands a n d  of t h e  3e l l  I n n  ( a  part  of t h e  I-Ianlonde property anci School 
endowmeiit). the  r e g ~ d a r  personal attendance of t h e  AIaster a t  t h e  School, the  
teaching of L a t i n .  and  tlle general system of education. A s  regards the  
Chancel fees a c u r i o ~ ~ s  s i t l~a t ion  arose. Of the  Cll11rchwardens. \vho. -\\'it11 the  
Vicar, ciainled t h e  fees as against I I e i n i n i ~ ~ g .  one a t  least was a menlber of the  
School Trustees. 

A s  relat ing to  t h e  general systenl of instrnction it  may  be recorded that  
the  Trustees on 6 t h  F e b . ,  1817. attendecl t h e  School ancl " t h e  Scl~olars  
performed their  several exercises i n  tlleir presellce." Between 1815 and 20 
many letters reached the  Tr l~s tees  from Henuming. These still exist a n d .  though 
not of a -ensational i l a t ~ ~ r e  and  not easily t~nderstal ldable .  taken by theinselues. 
assist i n  pointing o11t t h e  t r u e  significance of t,his stormy time. F o r  many  years 
previous t o  t h e  t rouble.  H e n ~ m i n g  had bee11 left to manage School and endow- 
ments very much as he wisl~ed,  t h e  Tr~lstees  i n  their  t~z-o separate  bodies doing 
litt le to  hamper  or t o  help him.  W i t h  the  amalgamation, which coincided with 
an all-round revival of parish politics, there came tllat pushiiig desire to  make 
their \veight felt  which inspires o11r village I-Tampdens from t ime to t ime.  The 
Trustees were doubtless often within tlleir rights h u t  not hy  a n y  means always. 
ancl i n  a n y  case t h e  position m ~ ~ s t  have been t rying for  Hemnliilg. There is 
room for  sympathy  with botll sides. hut  i n  a n y  case it  wol~ ld  be foolish to at tach 
too much weight t o  t h e  suspicions and thrusts  aimed a t  Hemming ,  in the  
Trustees' Alinutes. I n  a t  least, one case. a n  examination of t h e  Vestry Books 
by t h e  side of t h e  School ;\Tinutes shows several of t h e  Trustees as guilty of 
hypocritical tactics. 

These unhappy  discords silllinered down af ter  1819 or 20. as  would appear 
from t h e  dimi~lished o u t p n t  of t h e  Keeper of t h e  Alinntes. I n  1822 appeared a 
proposal la ter  carried o u t ,  to  divide t h e  School into lower and higher sections. 
forced on t h e  Trustees b y  t h e  increasing difficulties of prouidi l~g for t h e  needs of 
" Gentlemen's Sons." middle class and lower class children, all i n  one com- 
prehensive scheme. T h e  proposal inatured several years la ter ,  af ter  I-Iemining's 
death,  i n  1833. when i n  a new huilc1ing, erected outside t h e  graveyard,  lower 
and upper  schools occupied different p G t s .  

Meanwhile, t o  re tu rn  t o  I-Ieaming, his influence was felt  f rom 1830-1827 
in t h e  life of t h e  ~ a r i s h .  n o  doubt  for i ts  good. H e  took ])art i n  such concerns " 
as t h e  management  of t h e  poor, as committee-man for  t h e  enlarging of the  
Church,  a n d  ill audi t ing various paiish accolmts. Vestry i\linutes show him 
appearing on thirty-eight separate occasions. I n  1820. on F e b .  12th.  we finci 
hlnl one of a Select Vestry for t h e  affairs of t h e  poor, ancl on F e b .  19th h e  is 
present in Vestry and  signs n e s t  to  the Thlre of Clareuce (later T\7illiam IV.) 
with \\l10111 he  appears. as  with the  Royal Brother  t h e  D u k e  of Susses. t o  h a r e  
been on more t h a n  usual int imate terms. L a t e r  i n  t h e  year he is i n  the chair 
a t  the  making of t h e  Poor R a t e ,  ancl also a t  a ineeting against t h e  unauthorised 
ringing of t h e  bells. O n  t h e  16th December he seconded a handsome tr ibute  t o  
his old opponent of 1814, t h e  Rev.  Win.  Church.  Again  on March 28th. 1821, 
he is one of t h e  Select Vestry for  the Poor along with t h e  D u k e  of Clarence. 
then residing for long periods i n  Bushey P a r k .  I l a m p t o n  Court ,  and taking 
active and  int imate interest i n  parochial and  local affairs. Various other 
entries show Henlining t o  have been on active d u t y  down t o  appointment to  a 
Select Vestry 011 17th Apri l .  1827. 



Eut  there is evidence tha t  his health was indifferent, for on September 
20th. 1824, his affairs or his health led him to reqnest leave of absence for two 
or three years to go to the Rectory of Lavant in Susses, with an  assurance that  
he would appoint, or submit to the Trustees appo~nt ing .  a sufficient deputy in 
addition to Mr. O'Neill. the assistant teacher. The request may be in some 
way connected with the death of his daughter in this year. The proposal 
causecl some hesitatlon on the part of the  Trustees. who probably had recollection 
of a similar petition from his predecessor. The result was tha t  he did not go. 
His failure of the application may be ccnnected v i t h  the  collapse of two years 
later. when about November, 1826, he was attacked by a ' paralytic complaint ' 
L\-hich kept him from duty  till X a y  of nest  year. A t  tha t  time he would appear 
not to have been beyond hope of recovery, for the Trustees' Niautes show that  
a communication was made to the Master's doctors. Messrs. Gilchrist and Jepson. 
asking for their opinion as to his present state and future possibilities. 
Naturally the Trustees would be concerned for the care of the School in the 
3Iaster's absence. The renlv of the doctors would have been of real interest. 

1 a 

but unfortuliately there is no trace of such. The nes t  anno~uncement in the 
Minutes is decisive e n o u g h  for on June  16t11, 1828, the  Trustees held an 
emergency meeting a t  which " The Chairman informed the Trustees that  the 
" Rev". Samuel Hemming Doctor in Divinity late Master of the Free School of 
" this parish. departed this Life yesterday Evening the 15ti1 Ins'.  and that the 
I Purpose of the meeting was to deliberate upon such measures as may be 

rendered necessary to  be taken by the Trustees in Consequence of such Event.' 
And so at last the old fighter found rest from what was a long and 

trying ordeal. Trouble followed him to the end, for four days before he died 
his daughter. Henrietta Mary,  aged 21 years, was buried in Hampton Church- 
yard, where he also was laid to rest on 24th Jnne ,  in llis sixty-second year. 

The vault in which he and his familv are interred has LID to the oresent 
not been identified, though i t  was seen there some years ago by his great-great- 
grandson, Maj .-Geld. Hemming. 

Hemming had been Master of the Free School of FIampton for twenty- 
four and a-half years. For  half tha t  time the School hacl an unchronicled 
and possibly uneventful history, whilst the latter half had begun and continued 
in storm and stress which can have done it but little good. 

Hemming comnlands much of our sympathy, which probably would not 
be over-readily received by his independent spirit. Our sympathy is mingled 
with deserved admiration for his unceasing fight against heavy odds. His 
culture and broad interests. apparent to us, may have been unrecognised for the 
most part by those with whom he had to work in a country school and a country 
parish. 

Here we make a note of two points :- 
First as to the date of Hemming s death. On reference to current 

BIasonic literature and in particular to Wonnacott's paper on the Lodge of 
Reconciliation. we find 1832 mentioned as the date of death. The estract from 
School Minutes above make i t  quite certain tha t  the correct date is 1828, four 
years earlier. 

Second as to Hemming's sanity. It was conmonly reported in the latter 
half of last century and in the early years of this, t ha t  Henlnling lost his reason 
and therefore was unable to complete the Nasonic work (lectures) he had under- 
taken. From the information given above as to his school activity and work in 
the parish i t  is evident t ha t  till he had the paralytic seizure in November, 1826, 
llis mind was in a normal condition. Ten and a-half years had elapsed since the 
work of the Lodge of Reconciliation was completed and the  work of the three 
degrees. etc., was fixed and approved by Grand Lodge. If Hemming had 
undertaken any work on the Lectures, by command or otherwise, he had ample 
time in which to do i t  and certainly loss of reason ' could not be assigned as 
a cause. Wonnacott states that  he attended Grand Lodge up to 1821. Probably 
he dropped out of London Masonry on account of his advancing years, the strain 



of travelling, and.  more likely still, on account of the pressure brought on hinl 
by his Trustees to attend more closely to his work. 

Entry into Majonry and work in Lodge o f  Harmony, 255. 

Hemming has been lrnomn in Xlasonic literature as belonging to the 
Lodge of Harmony 255, lneetiug originally a t  the Toy Inn .  Halnptoll Court 
(1785-1818). Of this Lodge he was I laster  h e l v e  times. 

The first record of Hemming in the Minutes of the Lodge is on July  21bt. 
1803, the day of the  Anniversary Meeting. I n  accordance with custom the 
brethren met early in the day, opened the Lodge and then proceeded to 
Halllptoll Church in public procession, for which a dispensation had been 
obtained. Here is the Ninute:-  

" This day being the Annual Feast and Time of Election of Officers, 
" the Rev. Bro. Hemming, from an application being made by the 
" 3Iembers of this Lodge, kindly condescended to favour us with a 
" Sernlon a t  the Parish Church of Hampton. The Lodge went in grand 
" Procesqion to and from Church with strict order and propriety (after 
' having obtained A Legal Dispensation from the Grand Lodge for that  
" purpose). ' ' 

After the  details of Election of Master and appointment of Officers, with 
appropriate charge, the Minute continues : - 

Bro. TValton ( I . P . N . )  Proposed the Revd. Br.  D'. Hemming, the 
" Lodge of No. 2 Somerset House, to become a AIenlber of this Lodge 
" which was seconded and unanin~onsly accepted." 

There were present ten brethren of the Lodge and sisteen visitors. The 
House bill and Tyler amounted to £11.2.0. The C1au:e " the Lodge of No. 2 
Somerset House " is interpolated above the line, and being in different coloured 
ink was probably an addition, after the I l inute  was written, but  by the same 
~c r ibe .  I n  following up this clue the writer was directed by W.Bro. Songhurst 
to  lTT.Bro. Rev. A.  TV. Oxford, the Historian of Lodge No. 4. Royal Somerset 
House and Inverness, from the Minutes and Attendance Books of which the 
following facts are obtained. The Rev. John Hemming, of Teddington, with 
Revd. Thonlas Vialls, of 35, Piccad~lly. were proposed on Dec. 20th. 1802. by 
Charles Xarsh  (J .G.W.  1778), of the W a r  Office, and seconded by Hezeltine 
(then Grand Treasurer). They were approved on J a n .  24th. 1803. made on 
Feb. 14th. passed on Feb. 28th, and raised on Mar.  28th. Hemming paid £10 
on Feb. 14th and the  balance £3.15 on Feb. 28th. Vialls was not so prompt 
and paid £13.15.0 on Mar. 14th. Vialls' address is later given as TV-ickenham. 
H e  became Prov. Grand Naster of Radnor in 1807. 

It will be noted tha t  the Christian name of Hemming is given as John.  
The identification of John and Samuel gave the historian of No. 4 some trouble 
and some excitenlent in Xarch,  1927. Reference to  the Lodge returns in Grand 
Lodge and the discovery of Hemming's signature in the earliest Attendance Book 
of No. 4 under date Dec. 19th, 1803, have settled the matter and Royal Somerset 
House and Inverness adds another Masonic luminary to its goodly roll. 

Hemming's attendances a t  No. 4, subsequent to  his being raised on l l a r .  
28th, 1803. were all in 1803, viz., Apr.  25th, N a y  23rd, Nov. 28th and Dec. 
19th. H e  then vanishes from his Mother Lodge. This may be accounted for 
by his meeting with the  brethren of Lodge of Harnlony a t  Hampton,  less than 
a mile from his home, and joining the Lodge as already described. Fro111 that  
time he became a regular attender and made rapid progress both in the Lodge 
and in 3Iasonic knowledge. His  Nasonic Diary with extracts from the JIinutes 
inay be made thus :- 

1803 Ju ly  21st. Lodge of Harmony : preached anniversary sermon : elected a 
member; paid 716 entrance fee. 



Aug.  2nd.  

Sept.  27th. 

Kov. 1st. 

Kov. 28th. 

Nov. 29th. 

Dec. 19th.  

Dec. 27th.  

Lodge of Harmony : attended ; heard t h e  Ente red  Apprentice's 
Lecture ncrkecl x i t h  order & regular i ty .  ' 

Lodge of H a r m o n y :  acted as P . X .  pro.  t em.  ; heard part 
of t h e  Ent? red  Apprentice's Lecture.  

Lodge of I-Iarmony : heard par t  of t h e  E . A .  Lecture. 

., .. not present. 

No. 2 Somerset Hou>e  Lodge : at tended.  

Lodge of H a r m o n y :  not present.  

No.  2 Somerset H o u > e  Lodge :  a t tended for t h e  last time. 

Lodge of H a r i z o n y :  at tended,  acted as  R.W.I\I. pro. tenl. 
" 11' .  Ro?jt.  Holnles was initlatecl into t h e  firqt degree of 
I 3Ia:onry ancl Pass t h a t  of t h e  Second ancl become a 
'Xem1,er of this  Lodge." Bro.  Holnles paid the  

remainder  of his  Ini t ia t ion F e e  of 2 2 . 1 2 . 6  and one 
Quar te r  n p  to  Lady  Day .  

From the  Chair  Hemming  ~:rol~osed the  Election of t h e  New Master fo r  
ensuing six months. 

1804 Jan.  34th. Lodge of I-Iarmony: attended as  P.11.  pro. tem. ' '  The 
. .  R . W . X .  worked part  of E.X. L e c t w e . "  

Feb.  28th. Lodge of H a r m o n y :  attencled. s x o n d e d  a Candidate, 
witnessed initiation and  passing. 

X a r .  27th. Lodge of H a r m o n y :  at tended,  witnessed a " raising." paid 
21-  for t h e  ' l  Grancl H a l l  " with t h e  1.e.t. Total 21 .8 .0 .  

A p r d  24th. Lodge of H a r m o n y  : at tended.  S . W .  pro. tein..  proposed a 
new 1\Iemljer. 

May 2211d. Lodge of EIarmony : attencled. witnessed a n  initiation. 

.June 26th. Lodge of H a r i n o ~ ~ y  : at tended.  P . X .  pro. tein..  proposed 
tu-o Canclidates, proposed t h e  suspension of 7 th  Article of 
Byelaws t o  enable one of his proposed Candidates. Lieut .  
lIT1ll. Bar ton  Tenuison of 9 t h  Ligh t  Dragoon Guards to  be  
made  a 3lason,  which was calriecl a n d  doiie. Seconded t h e  
Election of t h e  New Master (for s i s  months).  

,June 29th. Lodge of H a r m o n y :  Conmi t tee  to  a r iange  for Anniversary 
I\[eeting, procession ancl I l ivine Service. Bro. D r .  
Hemming  heads t h e  list of Xeinbers of this  Committee. 
Arrallgecl to  provide a Band  of Xus ic .  22 .12 .6 ,  and a 

Cholr of Singers a t  t h e  r a t e  of one pound one shilling t o  
a t t end  t h e  Ble thren  on t h a t  day.  ' 

J ~ d y  19th.  Lodge of H a r m o n y :  atteilcied as  a n  ordinary Brother. 
Seventeen Members and twenty-three Visitors present. 

Resolved unaniinously t h a t  t h e  thanks  of this Lodge be  
' given to our Rev" Bro. Vial1 for  his  most excellent 
" serinon preached 011 t h e  Festival of St .  J o h n ' s  on t h e  

l g t h  J u l y  1804." Vialls was his CO-initiate i n  No. 2 
Somerset House (now No.  4). 

Ang. 21st. Lodge of H a r m o n y  : at tended as P.i\I. pro. teal.  Heninling 
proposes consideration of an increase i n  t h e  quarter ly pay- 
ments  a t  n e s t  Lodge meeting (ultimately carried by  a 
lnaiority of one). 

Sept.  18th.  Lodge of H a r m o n y :  at tended,  P.31. pro.  tern. 

A t  sub~ecjuent meetings Hemming  acts, pro. tenl . .  as  P . M . .  S .W. .  J . W .  
a n d  Secretary, occasionally as a n  ordinary Xember  til l  Apr i l ,  1806, when he  is 



actual J . W .  : J a n u a r y .  180'7, actual S.W.. and February .  1808. actual Righ t  
Worshipful Nas te r .  

On  J u n e  9 t h .  1805, on t h e  occasion of t h e  Anniversary,  t h e  usual proce-sion 
and " going t o  Church " being dispensed with.  t h e  Loclge met a t  12 noon and 
Henmling was to  t h e  fore in  accordance with a r-eolution " t h a t  our  Rer! Ero.  
. Hemnling be  solicited to  give a Lect,ure suitable to  t h e  occasioii i n  Open Lodge." 
The Brethren of neighbo1.uing Lodges. on express invi tat ion,  a t tended to t h e  
number of nineteen. There was a " raising " as well. I l inner  was ordered 
" t o  be on t h e  table  by half past two o'clock." 

Froni  t h e  above i t  is evident tha t  Hemming was a keen Xason  from thz  
: t a r t  ; t h a t  he  threw himself into t h e  work of t h e  Lodge of H a r m o n y  and t h a t  
his ap t i tude  for ' .  Ceremony " was unusual-as evidenced hy  his taBing the 
Master 's Chair .  pro. t e m . .  nine months af ter  entering into Masonry and  initiating 
N r .  Robt .  Holnles on Dec. 27th.  1803. W e  xonder  what  m a y  have been t h e  
s,.lbject of his  ' '  Lecture " i n  Lodge in 1805, as a two year old Mason ! 

Henlining o c c ~ ~ p i e d  t h e  Master 's  Chair for  nine years i n  succession. 1808 
to 1816, a n d  again i n  1820. 1821 and 1826. twelve times i n  all. 

W h e n  .elected as ;\[aster of Lodge of Reconciliation h3 h a d  been IIaster  
six times, and  dur ing  t h a t  period t h e  ceremonies performed by  him were as  
folloli~s : - 

... . . .  Ini t ia t ion ... 13 times 
... ... Passing . . .  13 .. 
... Raising . . .  ... 12 ,. 

Passing t o  Master in the  Chair,  etc. 13 .. 
E . A . P .  Lecture (part  or whole) ... 14 . . 
2ncl Lecture . . .  ... ... 1 , .  
3rd  Lecture ... . . .  ... 2 > .  

A t  t h e  nleet,ing subsequelit to  being first appointed t o  t h e  Chair .  i n  1808, 
H e n m i n g  appears  i n  a different l ight .  " The  R . W . M .  having " unguardedly 
" transgressed one of t h e  laws of Xasonry by  offering to lay a Wager  immediately 
' .  paid a fine of 216." This is t h e  only record i n  t h e  Lodge of such a fine 
having been levied or paid and  as such may be  presumed t o  have been done as  
a joke. 

T h e  E r r i n g  B r e t h r e n  o f  Reconc i l i a t i on .  

Present  a t  t h e  Lodge of Harmony on illarch 8 t h .  1814, as  a Visitor was 
" Thompson Vis ' .  1 V . N .  of Lodge of Felicity." Bro.  Wonnacott  i n  his paper, 
already referred to .  describes Lawrence Thonlpson, a I\lember of t h e  Lodge of 
Reconciliation, as of t h e  Loclge of Felicity No.  54 (hIoderns). There is little 
reason for  doubting t h a t  these entries refer to  t h e  same person. Bro.  Thonlpson 
was ordered t o  be reprimanded by I-Iemming, as illaster of t h e  Lodge of 
Reconciliation. for  l ~ r i ~ l i i n g  certain ietters.  malrks, etc. A s  t h e  ~ e c o n c i l ~ a t i o n  
Lodge M i n u t e  referring t o  this episode is not dated,  i t  is uncertain whether it  
occurred before or a f te r  this  visit of Thompson's to  t h e  Lodge of Harmony,  
which h e  at tended no doubt  as Henlining's guest. It is interesting t o  conjecture 
why Heninling had  invited h im,  t h e  first of his confr6res a t  t h e  Lodge of 
Reconciliation to  be so invited. (;l.(,).('. xxiii . .  pp .  243 and  275.) 

J o h n  Heath G~ldsu~or tJry .  

The  X i n u t e  of Lodge of Harmony of J u l y  29th.  1814. mentions as  a 
Visitor a name which a t  once recalls t h e  story of t h e  organised opposition to 
t h e  work of t h e  Lodge of Reconciliation in  the  A u t m n n  of 1814. The name of 
the  Visitor is Goldsworthy. Unfortunately t h e  I l i a u t e  gives no initial or other 
indication which would enable t h e  Visitor to  be  easily identified with J .  H.  
Goldsworthy, one of t h e  original 3lembers of t h e  Lodge of Reconciliation 
appointed from t h e  Ant ien t s  by the  T)~tl<e of K e n t .  R u t  the  probabilities a re  



strongly in  favour of t h a t  identification. Bro. Wonnacott  i n  his Reconciliation 
paper (p.  234) describes tlie opposition as being led by Bro.  J .  IT. Golds\~orthy.  
who was the  prime mover in  a n  " inf luent ial  Conlmittee of protest." This 
Committee had  existed for  some c~nsicl:~able t ime  before 30 th  Sept . .  1814. 011 

t h a t  date  i t  pasyecl disseilting resolutions which were pr inted and  circulated 
anlong the Athol Lodges. Of the  subsequent IIistory of t h e  opposition and 
Goldsworthy's removal f rom t h e  Loclge of Reconciliation it  is unnecessary t o  
make mention here. Presuming t h a t  t h e  Visitor t o  I Ia rmony Lodge on J u l y  29th 
was the J .  H. Goldsviorthy. who schemed t h e  opposition before Sept .  30th. why 
was he present a t  EIemming's Lodge, p r a ~ u m a b l y  as  IIemming's  guest ? One 
may be allowed t h e  surnlise t h a t  Hemmiiig, t h e  Master of Reconciliation. had 
early knowledge of Goldsworthy's disaffection and took this opportlulity of having 
a quiet talk with t h e  malcontent.  

I t  speaks well for a conciliatory spirit in  'lemming if lie invited these two 
erring brethren of t h e  Lodge of Reconciliation t o  t h e  quiet seclusion of Hampton .  
for a brotherly interview befcre dealing with their  misdeeds i n  " open Lodge." 

" Passing to the Chair," by Hemming o f  Thos. Bell, a member o f  Reconciliation. 

On 29th November. 1814. a t  a regular meeting of t h e  Lodge of Harmony,  
wit11 Hemnling in t h e  Chair  and  ten members present.  tllere was a n  unusual 
n l~rnber  of Visitors. t en  i n  number ,  of which two were i\Iembers of t h e  Lodge of 
Reconciliation. The reason for  this special occasion is esplained by  t h e  3l inute  :- 

" T h e  R.W. i \ I .  was pleased t o  pass B'. Tllo'. Bell,  B''. J o h n  Warne.  
' . B ! .  Thos. Williams, B". Thos. Tunstall  Haverfield. R". Anlbrose 
' '  Lamhoot  and  Bro.  George Thackrah to the  sublime degrees of Masters 
" in t h e  Chair and  Masters of A r t s  and Sciences preparatory to  their 
" being exalted to  the  snblime degree of Royal Arch  M ~ s o I ~ s . "  

Of these six candidates one. Bro. Thos. Bell. was a co-member of the  
Lodge of Reconciliation with I~Iemming.  This means t h a t  a t  least one, and 
probably others. of t h e  I l embers  of t h e  Lodge of Reconciliation. though Masters 
or Past  Nasters  of Lodges, had not been iiistallecl in  their  office. 

The Visitors were (no initials a re  given) :- 

" Woodthorpe ... ... Caledonian Lodge 
" I\laclCan . . .  . . .  
" Jones . . .  ... 
" Thon~pson ... . . .  Lodge of Friendship 
" Oliver . . .  . . .  
' . LaAIarchan ... . . .  Foreigner 
' Bell ... ... Caledonian Lodge 
" W a r n e  ... ... 130. 
" Williams ... ... 
" Thackrah ... ... Somerset House Lodge. " 

Mac'Can no doubt is Janles  N c C a a n  of t h e  Lo .  of Reconciliation. 
Jones. There were two Jones in  Lo.  of Reconciliation-Stephen and Joseph. 

I t  m a y  have been either of these. 

Thompson. Lawrence Thompson of Reconciliation belonged t o  Lo .  of Felicity 
No. 54 a n d  Lo.  of Ant iqu i ty  No. 1. T h e  visitor was from Lodge 
of Friendship.  and  therefore, as  f a r  as is  a t  present kno~vn.  was 
not  a I le inber  of Reconciliation. 

Oliver. I s  it  possible this  m a y  have been W. Oliver of L o .  of Reconciliation l 

Bell. I s  identified by  his Christian name and his Loclge as  a BIember of 
Reconciliation. 

Warne .  A brother AIenlber of C'a1:donian Lodge with Bell : was not i n  Reconcila- 
tion. 



Williams. Fai l ing his C ' h r i ~ t i a ~ ~  name and Lodge,. cannot be identified. I t  is 
very unlikely to  have been Willlaln Vil l ianls  of t h e  Lo.  of 
Reconciliatio~i.  for t h ?  11011011r of P . G . N .  of Ilorset is alnlost sure 
t o  h;.ve been m?ntioned. 

Thaclcrah. 0.f No.  2 Somerset House Lcdge :  visited several times a t  EIarmolly. 
H e  was not a I\lember of Reconociliation. 

To sum up. K e  a re  aSle to identify two of the  ten Visitors as  Members of Lo.  of 
Reconciliation. Two others. Jones and  Oliver. might  have been. 

T h e  ceremony of " passing to t h e  Sublime Degree of Master i n  t h e  Chair 
and Master of A r t s  and Sciences " \\-as frequently perfornlecl i n  t h e  Lodge of 
Harmony ' .  preparatory to  being esalted to  t h e  Sublime Degree of Royal Arch 
\lasonry." T h e  Chapter  of I r i s  had been forn~ecl i n  connection with t h e  Lodge 
in 1807 ancl hrethren of the  Lodge ancl olltside l ~ r e t h r e n  x e r e  . .  passed"' i n  this 
way :o as  t o  become eligible for t h e  Chapter .  Hemming ' s  occupancy of the  Chair 
in  Lodge for  :o many  years in  succession aucl so blocking t h e  promotion of junior 
officers t o  t h e  Chair  was one factor in  leading t o  t h e  frequency of " passing to 
the  Cha i r .  " 

One is tempted to s u r r n i ~ e  t h a t  on t l ~ i s  par t icular  occasion Hemming's  
norking m a y  have been something of t h e  na ture  of a denlonstration if t h e  
brethren of Lo .  of Reconciliation xere  t h i d i i n g  of fixing t h e  installation ceremony 
as well as t h e  other  ceremonies for a l l ich they had war ran t .  

Also this occasion may be taken as some indication t h a t  t h e  I\Joclerns had 
not yet  ful ly  aclol~tecl t h e  Royal Arch  ancl were feeling their  way i n  th i s  ceremony 
1;rep~ratory to  i t .  both were new to many  of them. 

Broadfoot  in Hemming's Lodge. 

I n  Hro. TT'o~~nacott ' S  paper on Lodge of Recoliciliation (A .Q.('. ss i i i . .  
274) i n  giving information as  to Hemming ,  there is a footnote:  " I t  
"\\-as i n  th i s  Lodge (Lodge of Harmony 384 of t h e  Jloclerils, now 255) he 
" us.cl t o  practice his lectures where Bro.  Broadfoot declared he  hearcl them and 
' '  adopted them." 

Time and  circumstance have not allowed t h e  v r i t e r  t o  trace this  statenlent 
of Broadfoot 's  t o  i t s  source. h u t  Rro. Wonnacott  m a y  be reliecl on. Reference 
to  t h e  Minutes  of t h e  Lodge of Harmony.  255. rereals  t h e  fact t h a t  during the  
t ime of Hemming ' s  activity i n  t h e  Lodge of Reconciliation. 1813-1816. and 
c101n1 t o  November. 1822 (when the  hl inutes  a re  lost),  Eroaclfoot appears 
as a Visitor on one occasion only, i . ~ . ,  on X a y  27th.  1817. E x t r a c t  from t h e  
X i n n t e  is as  follows :- 

" Present  : Bros. Samuel Hemming R.W.11 .  pro. tern. R.W.P.31.  
Broaclfoot S . W .  pro. tern. Visitor. 

. % 
- Satterley J.W. pro. tern. Visitor.  

< ' . Charles Bates. S.1). pro. tern. ( a  Member) 
.. Edwd. Delafosse J . D .  pro. t em.  , , . 

I .  .. Geo. ,710s~ P.11. 
. . J o h n  l h ~ r r a y  Treasurer 
., TV"'. Smar t  

< .  
, Festar  Geo. Ruddock.  

" The  Lodge was opened i n  due  form i n  t h e  l" & &nd degrees of 
" Xasonry  a n d  t h e  Ninntes  of t h e  last Lodge read and  confirmed and Bros. 
" Capt .  Edw". Delafosse was ballotted for  t o  become a Member of this  
" Lodge and  was approved unanimously-and t h e  R.TV.Al. was pleased t o  
" pass Ero .  Col. Festar  George Ruddock into t h e  2"" degree. namely, 
" t h a t  of Fellow Craf t  J lason."  

" Nothing more being proposed . . . until1 Tuesday J u l y  lSt 1817." 



As other i\l inutes contain frequent  references to  workilig of sections. 
lectures, and Lodge Board.  etc.,  and  as there is 110 mentioll of anything of this 
na ture  having been done on this occasioli. i t  may  he talreu t h a t  all Broadfoot 
heard was t h e  opening i n  t h e  first and second degree;, t h e  ceremony of passilig 
and  the closing. This  visit was many  months af ter  Reconciliation had 
denlollstrated i ts  work before Grand  Lodge ancl ceased to exist. The  cerenlonies 
had been thus  fixed and  accepted and  Broadfoot knew all abollt them. I t  is 
curious tha t  Sat ter ley (another 1Iember of t h e  Lodge of Reconciliatioll) had 
accompanied him 011 his visit. The  put t ing of these two Visitors into t h e  
Wardens'  Chairs was unusual  for  t h e  Lodge. Of s ~ c h  a practice no other 
record has so f a r  been found .  If t h e  occasion was i n  a n y  way unusual.  i t  may 
have been on account of t h e  Candidate .  who was all A r m y  Officer of superior 
rank  and of F u l h a m  P a r k . "  H e  had been initiated i n  t h e  previous Apri l .  
There is n c  s u b s e q ~ ~ e n t  iiientioll of his having bee11 raised or havi;lg taken office, 
nor of resigning or dea th .  and  he does not appear  to  h a r e  attended again. 
Hemming took t h e  Chair  i n  the  al~sence of t h e  Master.  Rev.  T. T .  ~Iaverfielcl. 
Likewise the  S . W .  a l ~ d  J . W .  being absent,  t h e  Visitors might  natural ly  take t h e  
vacant nlaces. W h v  did Broadfoot and Sat ter lev visit ? still remains to  be 
answered. I t  does not seem likely t h a t  they came specially t o  see Hemlning's 
\vorking. 

H~mming ,  Will iam Williams and the Lectures 

That  Bro. SS'illianl Williams. Provincial Grand  l l a s t e r  of Dorset,  completed 
Hemming's  Work  on Ri tua l  o r  Lectures is a s ta tement  so of t  repeated and in so 
~ n a n y  different forms t h a t  we a r e  left wondering as to  what  t h e  actual t r u t h  
may he. Firs t  i t  may  be noted t h a t  Willianis a t tended a t  Loclge of Reconcilia- 
tion only five tilnes as again:t a n  average of about  twenty-five to  tlle credit of 
t h e  regular a t tender  like l l e l i l~n ing .  

I-Iemming's work on tlle R i t l ~ a l  of t h e  Three Degrees was colxpleted in 
1816 when tlle final arrangement  of these ceremonies was demonstrated before 
the  I luke of Susses a n d  Grand  Lodge and finally adopted on 5 t h  J u n e .  1816. 
There is no evidence t h a t  ITilliams took more t h a n  a n  ordinary 1lember's part 
in  t h e  Fvork. H e  was certainly not one of t h e  team of O f ~ c e r s  who had 90 often 
worked with Hemming  as  Master and  finally demonstrated on t h e  5 th  of J u n e .  
So t h e  presumption is, unless more definite evidence to  t h e  contrary comes 
forward. t h a t  Ki l l i ams  took no unusual par t  i n  t h e  arrangement  of the  Ritual .  

The possibility t h a t  he  had something to do with t h e  Lectures. which it  
is kno\vn Hemming was preparing.  is more likely. H e r e  notice may be 
taken of another oft repeated,  and  alnloct u~ l i re r sa l ly  1,elievecl. statement tha t  
\f7illiams ' .  settled " or had largely to  do with tlie Hook of Constitutions at  the  
t -nion,  for which he  was specially thauked by  t h e  D u k e  of Susses and Grand 
Loclge. The vote of th?.nks hy  Grand Lodge (6th l l a rc l l .  1816) follol\-ecl 
immediately af ter  a series of unpleasant incidents i n  \vhich t h e  reputation of 
l\'illiams was assailed by  l ionnor.  I t  is obvious tile r o t e  was i n  some par t  a 
zolatium to the  feelings of Bro.  Williams, ancl not because lie settled the  Book 
of Constitutions. Careful  perllsal of the  Minutes of Grand Lodge and Boarcl of 
General Purposes 1813. r t  .SI, , , .  : and of t h e  Hook of C'onstitutions (1815) as  
adopted a t  the  I 'n icn elicit t h e  follo~ving facts.  A t  t h e  Union on 37th Dec.. 
1813. the ivorl: of conipilinp tlie Hook of Constitutions n-as referred to the C o n -  
missioners of t h e  T n i o n .  

Early in  1814, t h e  Eoard of General Pnrpo+es, included in a report t o  
Grand Lodge t h e  f raming  of t h e  Rook of Constitutions as  par t  of its dnties, 
thus  taking the  mat te r  o u t  of t h e  hailds of t h e  Commissioners of t h e  TTnion. 

111 t h e  ~ u h s e c ~ u e n t  compilation it  does not appear  t h a t  TTilliams took any 
more par t  t h a n  other  l l embers  of t h e  Board. bu t  when i t  came to the  question 
of copyright and print iug.  IVilliams plays a n  ilnportant par t .  To prevent 
spurious copies o f .  the  Book of C'onstit~ltions 1)eing p~~l.)li:hecl tl ir  Board had to 
i est the copyright in someone. 

Tt was ve~tecl in Williilnls. 



T h e  Tit le  is as  follows:- 

' .  Constitutions of t h e  Aut ien t  Fra te rn i ty  of Free  and Accepted 31asons. 
" P a r t  t h e  Second. containing t h e  Charges Regulations &c. &c. 
" Published,  by  t h e  Authori ty  of United Grand  Lodge, by Williani 
' .  Williams Esq. Prov.G.31. for County of Dorset. " 

This  was issued i n  1815. On one page is the  ' .  Sanction." par t s  of which 
are as follo~vs :- 

' .  A t  a Grand  Lodge, assembled on t h e  27th day  of December 1813 i t  
' .  was resolved. ' T h a t  t h e  L a m  and Regulations which existed in  t,he 
" two societies previous to  the  re-union should be  referred t o  t h e  Board 
" of General Purposes with directions for them t o  form one system for 
" t h e  f u t u r e  government of the  uni ted c ra f t . '  " 

Then  follow t h e  details concerning preparat ion.  lying open for  perusal. 
weekly n i e = t ~ n g s  of Board of General P ~ u p o s e s  to  receive a n d  discuss amend- 
m e ~ i t s ,  two Special Neet ings of Grand Lodge and  final approval.  N o  mention 
is made of William Williams. The final paragraph of t h e  Sanction is as 
follo~\*s : - 

I t  being essential t h a t  these Laws should be pr inted for t h e  use of 
' t h e  Lodges, and t h e  copy-right preserved, t h e  R.W. Bro.  Wdliam 

W i l l i a n ~ s .  Provincial Grand l l a s t e r  for t h e  c o ~ u l t v  of Dorset. offered 
" to  t a k e  upon himself t h e  pr int ing and  publishing, and  to apply any 
U profit which may accrue to t h e  use of t h e  Grand Lodge,  which offer 
" t h e  Grand  Lodge gratefully accepted : a n d  thereupon unanimously 

resolved, t h a t  Bro. WILLIAM l f T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~  be authorized t o  pr int  a new 
" edition of t h e  Eook of Constitntions and  t h a t  t h e  copy-right thereof 
" be vested i n  him."  

I t  will he noted t h a t  t h e  wording of t h e  " Sanction " is a t  variance with 
t h e  Xinutes  of t h e  Uni ted  Grand Lodge of 27th Dec.. 1813 ( the d a y  of t h e  
IJnion) v-hich distinctly refer the  compilation of the  Hook of Cons t~ tu t ions  to  t h e  
' Commissioilers of t h e  LTnion." The Board of General Purposes a t  the  n e s t  
nieeting of Grand Lodge. March 2nd.  1814. n e r e  a t  their  suggestion given t h e  
mat te r  to  deal with.  F u r t h e r  i t  may  he  noted t h a t  t h e  only par t  t h a t  Willianis 
played x a s  i n  reference to  the  copyright and publishing. This  for want  of 
other  evidence must  finally dispose of t h e  belief t h a t  he  was responsible for or 
' settled " t h e  Eoolr of C o n s t i t ~ ~ t i o n s  a t  t h e  LTnion. The fur ther  inference. 
accepted a n d  used as a n  argument  111 certain quarters ,  t h a t  because he  was 
competent t o  settle the  Book of Cons t~ tu t ions  he  was therefore competent to  
complete t h e  work ' left  ' by Hemming,  ~ n u s t  also fall to  t h e  ground.  

Hemming a n d  the Ritual, after Reconciliation. 

One cannot  discuss 1Teniming and  his work u i t h o u t  beiug d r a m 1  into the  
vortex of controversy which, as ~t has for nearly a hundred years, so now centres 
with undiminished force round t h e  question of " correct ritual." 

The writer does not propose for a moment to  take sides i n  t h a t  controversy 
1111t begs to  be allowed to refer to  it  as ~t relates t o  Heninling. Established 
facts only wi11 he stated and  these may or must speak for  themselves. 

W e  may bcgiil u i t h  the  l\l inute of the  Lodge of Reconciliation of 3rd X a y .  
1516 (.l . ( , l . (  . s s ~ i i . .  p!~. 273-274), and reproduce t h e  at tendance :- 

Special Meetitig of Lodge of Recoiiciliation. Fr iday  3 N a y  1816. 

The 1 I . W .  T1.R. I-Iss. l luke  of Susses G.1Iaster 
X Rev". Sanl'. Heinnling W.11. 
+ .Tames LlcCana S,\\'. 

William Sl~adbol t  ?J .W. 
+ Phil ip  Broadfoot S.D. 



+ Thomas Sat ter ley J .D.  
Thomas Hell I . G .  
Stephen Jones 

+. R .  F .  Xesteyar  
\l7. D. Curnnlins 
Richd. Bayley 

x L .  Thompson 
Thos. H a r l a n d .  

J a s .  Agar  Sir  Pd.  Fowke 
W. Williams Sir  Geo. Nayler 
11. 2 .  Costa X IT. H .  W h i t e  \ 
1-1. D. 0. Iielly X E. H a r p e r  I Secretaries 

Will1". Neyrick 
(No Minutes.) 

+- F o l ~ l ~ d e r s  of Stabi l i ty  Lodge of Instruct ion.  1817. 
X ITenlhers of , ,  ,) . , 

(Also J o r d a n  and  H a r p e r  not present above.) 

As Bro. Wonnacott  wri tes:  " This  must  have been a proper exhibition 
ceremony or ceremonies and  indicates t h a t  t h e  r i tual  was now taking final and  
definite shape, and  rehearsed for a final display t o  be  shortly given. F o r  
Monday 20th I\Iay, a Special Grand  Lodge was -ummoned,  a t  which t h e  

V l u k e  of Sus.es was again present.  and the  whole of t h e  Ceremonies, openings, 
" c!ocings ancl test cluestions were gone through,  b u t  n o  discussion was 011 t h a t  

occasion permitted. . . . , > 

B u t  on Wednesday 5 J u n e  . . . t!-.e form of working as presented 
by t h e  Lodge of Reconciliation was finally adopted." 

I t  may he noted t h a t  311 ample. careful and .  may  i t  be said. con- 
vincing statement is set ou t  in J<ro. Golby's A Century  of Stabi l i ty . '  1921. 
t o  ~vhich t h e  writer is  indebted for much infornlation a n d  numerous references 
t o  original docunlents. I t  is a fitting supplemeilt to  Wonnacott ' s  paper on 
Lo. of Reconciliation. 

Three of t h e  l l embers  of Reconciliation. three of t h e  team of 
five Officers who assisted Hemming  in the  filial rehearsal on N a y  3rd .  
1816, and who probably likewiss deinonstrated t h e  completed workings before 
Grand Lodge on 20th May.  1816. f o ~ ~ n d e d  t,he Stabi l i ty  Lodge of Instruct io~l  not  
la ter  than  Dec. 19th of t h e  following year. Seven other  Members of the  Lodge 
of Reconciliation joined within t h e  nes t  few years, 1Ieinining joining three years 
af ter  the  s tar t .  I t  is i~~conce ivab le  t h a t  anyone can deny t h a t  t r u e  Reconcilia- 
t ion working was carried out  i n  Stability Lodge of Instruct ion.  Following t h e  
custom of Lodges of Ins t ruc t io~i  a t  t h a t  t ime ancl previously, t h e  instruction took 
t h e  form of " Lectures. " Whatever  was t h e  for111 of lectures previous to 1816, 
sulxequent lectures, and  certainly those done in Stabi l i ty .  would have been 
modified to  fall  into line n-ith t h e  re-arranged ceremonies accepted by Grand 
Lodge in 1816. A n d  when t h e  ceremonies were clone by  or under  t h e  supervision 
of the  Reconciliation Members of Stabi l i ty  Lodge of Instruct ion in their o\rn or 
other regular Lodges, i t  is only reasonable t o  assume t h a t  thess ceremonies 
would he conducted 011 Reconciliation lines. 

Hemming joined Stabi l i ty  1,odge of Instrnct ion 29th l l a r .  1820, and on 
5th of J a n u a r y .  1821. t h e  W.11. invited him to ' t ake  t h e  Chair  which he  
Accordly Did and t h e  Lecture was most Ably Worked . . ' ' (-4 Cent trr!/ of 
, V f ~ r l , i l / t y ,  p.  60.)  

Again on April 21st. 1826. Hemming was invited t o  Preside when the  
" lecture was most ably worked by t h e  Rekd. T)'. Sam'. Renlnling assisted by the 
' following Hrethrell . . . ' 

Here  it  may  be rzpeated t h a t  i t  was i n  November of this year ,  1826. t h a t  
I l e m m ~ n g  was laid aside by  a " paralytic complaint " which closed fur ther  



activity. ;\lasonic or otherwisz, till his death on Jmne 15th.  1828. There ic 
additional evidence f rcm t h e  a5ove tha t  he  was i n  nosses-ion of all his faculties 

Hero  u-e must  leave t h e  subject of Hemming  and  t h e  Ri tua l .  So f a r  
notbilng has been discovered in the  Minntes of t h e  Loclge of I-Iarmony t o  throw 
further  l ight  on t h e  su l~ jec t .  The evidence we a r e  eager for and lnol~ing for  
may yet come to light.  

Kro. C'. F. SYKES l ~ r i f r . ~  : -  

The  History of t h e  Henlniing Lodge No.  1512, puhlislled 1934, has as 
frontispiece a portrai t  cf I ) r .  S .  Hemniiing. I t  ex-idently represents t h e  U o c t o ~  
at  a la ter  period of life t h a n  t h e  1:icture e~:liibited a t  t h e  Q.C. Lodge meeting 
on 23rd J u n e .  

T h e  Lodge history under  1899 ~ t a t e s  :- 

" 1)uring tllis year Ero.  R .  0.  Hemming  joined t h e  Lodge. as lie wisE:ed 
t o  belong to a Lodge tea r ing  his g randfa ther ' s  name.  I n  conjunction 
with another  Brother .  llIajor Hemming,  1:e presented the  oil painting 
of his gl,andfather (always 011 view ill t h e  Lodge) and some of t h e  
\\orking tools. " 

The  picture hears the  following i~lscription :- 

' T h e  Very TV. Hro. Tlr. S. Ilennl;~ing P . G . .  Chaplaiin of England.  
1817. 

Presented by his Grandson. Hro. P,. 0 .  Helnming,  
.January 19 th .  1899." 

Hro. F. TV. GOLBY said :- 

I n  his 1:aper on t h e  Lodge of Recol!ciliation ( A  .Q . ( ' .  s s i i i . .  p .  274). Uro. 
TVonnacott, in a footnote giving inforination about Hemming .  <,ays:- 

" It  was in this T,oclpe (Lodge cf Harnnony) he usecl to  practice his 
lectures, where l i ro .  Iiroadfoot declared he heard them,  and adopted 
them.  ' ' 

Commentilng on thiq. Bro.  Johnstoue in his paper read to-night says:- 

Time ancl cirsuinnstalnce h a r e  not allowed t h e  writer to  trace t11 S 

s ta tement  of Hroadfoot 's t c  its source. but Ero .  TT-onnacott may he 
relied on.  ' 

Bro.  Wonnacott  al:pearq to  have taken this  s ta tement  froin Sadler 's  
' l  History of t h e  Emulat ion Lodge of Improrement . "  relating to  a case before 
the  Board of General P ~ ~ r p o s e s  ill the year 1819. wherein he refers to official 
papers and books \vhich were not al-ailahle for  reference 1:y the  Craft a t  the-  
time. about  1916 or 1917, wbein I was 1,reparing t h e  m a t t e r  for my hook, 
" A Century  of Stabi l i ty ."  pul~lislnecl in 1921. 011 pspe 23 of t h a t  book it  



is >tatecl thpt  the J l inu te  I3oolr of the  Board of Gelierr.1 I'l~rposes for t h e  year  
1819 cannot no\v 11e found."  This N i n u t e  Book. however. was discovered bp 
the present Librar ian of Grand 1,odge (13ro. Gordo~i  Hil l?) ,  who notified me of 
the fact and said t h a t  it  was open to my in:pection wheiiever I required to :ee 
i t .  On  the  17th Apri l  last T saw the  book and therein found Notes. l~res~rnlably 
1;:ade by the  President of t h e  Eoarcl. of the evidence given by various Brethren 
a t  a meeting of the  Board ou t h e  12th of J u l y .  1819, to  enquire into allegations 
made about Lectures given by Hro. Phi l ip  Broadfoot of Lodge No. 381, from 
I\-hich Notes t h e  following is estracted :- 

" Hroadfoot ~ d i d  he hea id  the  Lecture 111 a Lodge a t  Rampton  Court 
and learned it from the  Bror .  who then Ivorked i t .  

This does not carry a n y  fu l ther  Bro. Johnstone 's  n lve~t iga t ion  as to t h e  
Lectures (if ally) wolked by  Helimling. 11ut i t  does show the  source of the note 
made by Wolinacott follo\\ ing Sadlel .  and the  accuracy of t h e  la t ter ' s  account 
of Ilroadfoot's s ta ten ie~ i t  b e f o ~ e  t h e  Roarcl of General Purposes in  J u l y  1819. 



REVIEWS. 

NY fresh literary \\-orlrs of our Past  Masters are  natural ly  of 
interest to nlelnbers of tlie Lodge. and especially is this  the  case 
when t h e  author  happens t o  be  i t s  most senior veteran.  A 
new v o l u n ~ e  fro111 the  versatiie pen of W. Uro. Klein.  who was 
advanced into our Inner  Circle over for ty years ago. and was 
Master  of our  Lodge as f a r  back as  1897, is therefore a n  
event which, qui te  apar t  from the  intrinsic meri t  of the work. 
calls for notice. Tha t  the  sltbject of t h e  book unfortunately 

has no direct concern with Freemasonry is, from our  point of view, a fact to  
be regretted. h u t  does not reflect upon its value. Con~bin ing  t h e  spirit of 
Esr r ie  with t h e  scientific accuracy of a biologist, Bro. Klein leads us, in  his 
( ; r r r r l a u  of / : ' i ~c . l l c~n t i t~ r i , I :  to  s tudy the life-story of numerous insects. small birds 
and an imals :  of which. although they are coil~illoi~ denizens of English woods 
and waysides, comparatively litt le is known by  entomological specimen accunlula- 
tors and  still less by  ordinary dwellers in  t ,oxns and  cities. F o r  t h e  book is 
not  a collectanea of na tura l  history details. Again and  again we a re  shewn 
the  marvel lol~s way in which t h e  various operations of plant and  insect life are  
correlated harmoniously by  t h e  1)ivine Architect of Nature .  Few illustrations 
more a p t  could be conceived of t h e  comples Purpose pervading all t h e  Universe 
than  t h a t  adduced by  Hro. Klein as  a miniature counterpart-the metabolisnl 
of l n o t l ~  development (pp.  48-50)-leading 11s to echo his refrain " t h e  Wonder  
of i t  all  ! " 

I n  speaking of illustrations may we just add t h a t  a few wood cuts  would 
have promoted clarity here and there! The type and  paper a re  good. and we 
cordially reco~l ln~end  i t  as  a gift-boolc to s tudents  of Nature .  

;2ugust. 1929. W. M'. COTEY-CRUMP. 

H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  I I A S O N I C  H A L L .  A R T H V R  S Q C A R E .  B E L F A S T .  

I I I S T O R Y  O F  . ,  T E l I P L E  " I,OI)GI3, CI-IAPTER. AN]) P I I E C E P T O R Y .  

I n  his Foreword to t h e  first work thp Grand Master of A n t r i m .  R.T\'. Bro. 
J .  H. Stirling. says t h a t  even a casual reader can appreciate the  t ime and labour 
tha t  its wri t ing has  involved. and .  he goes o n :  ' .  what may  seem the  simple 
story of a couutry lodge is worth reccuing from t h e  pages of old lIi1111te-hooks 
and Lodge papers. " I t  assuredly is, ancl Rro.  Leighton has  been able, from 
t h e  materials a t  his dis1:osal. t o  give us  at1 interesting narrat ive of t h e  Eelfast  
Hal l .  and  all i ts  vici:situcles. f rom the first inception of t h e  scheme i n  1863. 



The Building \yas actually completed in 1870:  b u t  whereas there were a t  
tlliit time l 7  Lodges in County A n t r i m ,  there a re  now 122. and  once more the  
Province is co~ltemplat ing a new IIal l .  and has actlually etarted a Uuildiiig Fulld. 
Tt was therefore very desirable t h a t  t h e  full history of t h e  present building should 
Ice placed on record, and  this  Rro.  Leighton has 11ow done. and has added to 
his -text illustrations of t h e  premises a s  well. 

The House Committee 's  1 l inu tes  are  extant  from 1869. alld he has also 
keen able to  consult other  early docluments, though much has  been lost. The 
~ v o r k  begins with a brief sketch of early Freemasoilry i n  Be1fa:t and a reference 
t o  the Belfast edition of A h i ~ ~ i r r i l  II'POII, t h a t  was published ill 1782 with a 
dedication t o  Lodge No. 257. R u t  this  was surely not the  work of L a ~ u e n c e  
J)ermott himself. b u t  a local reprint  by  a n  unnalned Edi to r .  who added to 
l)ermott1s text  the  dedicatory epistle. a list of the  members of the  Lodge and 
\-arious songs. apparent ly 011 his own responsibility. 

Once t h c  preliminary difficulties had been got over, t h e  building of the  
Hall  progressed rapidly 2nd we have a contcnlporary account of the  laying of 
t h e  foundation stone on 24th J u n e .  1868, by t h e  Ag.Prov.G.Master .  Sir Charles 
La11yo11, in  the  presence of 1 ,200 >lasons. One 's  eye is a t  once caught by t h e  
names of Archdeacon 1 l a n t .  who was Prov.G.Chaplai11, and  \{-m. Redferu 
Kelly, of No. 109. who only passed on last year .  and  who c11 this  occasion was 
Prov.G.Inner  Guard.  I t  is odd t o  read of two R.A.  Chapters  meeting in t h e  
2ame room a t  t h e  same t ime ,  owing t o  their small numbers :  t h e  Chapters took 
it  111 t u r n  to  provide t h e  oficels. 

Financial difficulties were faced and overcome. The original Company 
i a ~ l e d  and the premises came into t h e  hands of lhe  Rui ldmg Society as 
mcrtgagees. B u t  t h e  1Iasons raised a special fund  a n d  purchased the  property 
and eventually, f rom t h e  profits of management ,  t h e  subscriptions were all 
le turned and the  H a l l  declared free from debt i n  1909. Tt is now the abso111te 
p ~ o p e r t y  of the  Lodges using i t .  

The portrai ts  include one of t h e  Ihtke of Leinster.  \vho was G.X. of Ireland 
1813-1873. and one of t h e  E a r l  of Zet land.  G.11. of England  1844-1870. painted 
in  1844. There is a th i rd  which has been identified as t h a t  of Sir  Archibald 
A l i s m .  who was Provincial G.11. of Glasgow from 1847 t o  1867. These three 
paintings were t h e  property of Lodge of T r u t h .  No.  22. which transferred them 
t o  the  Hal l .  i t  being apparent ly thought  t h a t  all three were portrai ts  of the  
then  Grand Masters ill t h e  three kingdoms. Hro. Leightoli has  also given 11s a 
n ~ u n b e r  of portraits of others associated with the  Hal l  and t h e  Province. Copies 
of the work can still he  had  from t h e  Secretary to  t h e  IIal l  Committee at  5 1 -  
each.  

Since the  work was published. Bro. Leighton has p u t  his Hrethren of 
Antr im under a f u r t h e r  obligation by publishi~ig a r110rt History of Temple " 
Lodge. Chapter,  and  Preceptory,  all three carrying the  nlrnlber 51. The Lodge 
was fonnded in 1849. t h e  Chapter  in  1851. and t h e  Prece l~ tory  i n  1899 by way 
of celebration of t h e  Jubi lee of the  Lodge. 131.0. Leighton originally wrote the 
history of the  Lodge i n  1893. and this is  reprinted without alteration. B u t  
there  has now l ~ e e n  added a r e l ~ r i ~ l t  of the  address he delivered at  the  Jubilee. 
and a hrief note of la ter  events. of which certainly t h e  most interesting were the  
a ~ ~ t h o r ' s  celebratio~l of his olvn Jubi lee as a Nason .  and his fiftieth pear as 
Past  :\Taster of the  J,odge. T l ~ r  history of the  Chapter  is also a reprint ,  hut 
t h a t  of t h e  Preceptory is new:  both a re  records of steady and  quiet progress. 
Xotes are  addc'd on t h e  Provincial Pr iory of East  U s t e r .  t h e  District G ~ . a n d  
C'hai:te~, of R . A . .  and t h e  Grand  Council of t h e  Rcd Cross 1)esrees. in  all of 

0 

which Bro. Leighton has been a conspicuous worker. The n o r k  is well slupplied 
with i l l~~s t ra t ion : ,  t h e  most interesting of which is a charming photograpl~ of 
Hro. Leighton himself. t h e  . '  F a t h e r  " of all three bodies. 

September. 1929. L . V  



NOTES AND QUERIES. 

ROVlNClAL WARRANTS.-At Al.().r ' .  s l i . .  63, Bro.  Car te r  
refers t o  a Warra i i t  nllich \\.as being completecl for t h e  Tyriaa 
Lodge. 1)ei~by. I I I I ~  was spoilt ill eng~,ossiilg. The pliotograph 
of t h e  spoiled U-asralit ~ h o w s  Belljallli~i Oaltes hs a petitioner 
and i?s t h e  appointed f r s t  TTT.l\l.: also t h e  place of liieeti~ig 
as " a t  the  House of I3ro. Oakes." 

The  \Tarrant in possession of tile Tyrian Lodge. KO. 253, 
is clatecl 26th J la rch  1785. and omits t h e  llanie of Be~iiainiii  

Oakes. who died 29th Apri l .  1785 : ancl J o h n  Hollis P igo t t .  Doctor of Physic, 
is shewi  a s  a Pet i t ioner  ancl the  fisst appoilited TV.11. The place of meeting is 
also altered to " The  House of Hrotlier Sa in l~e l  Greatores  a t  t h e  Bunch of 
Grapes ill t h e  l l a r k e t  Place." This es1)laiiis t h e  spoiled TYarraiit. Samuel 
Greatores  was no t .  by  the  \\.ay. a nieml~er  of the  Tprian Lodge. 

I11 Aplmicl is  1.. under  I)e~~bysIi i re .  p .  81. t h e  Prov.G.  11. was Tho:. B. 
JJ(r rh. ! / / /s .  not l ' c r l , . i ~ i s .  as pr inted,  allcl t h e  lianie of t h e  place of ~ n e e t i n g  of tlie 
Ch'sterfielcl Lodge (106 A) was Three ( ' I Y I I I  c r .  not (;rtrc.!,s. 

J .  0.  ~ A S T O X .  

A D u t c h  Rose  Cvoix Patent.-I was 11111~11 i~iterestecl in the  article at 
.~I .().('. s s s i s . .  224. on t h e  1)11tcli Rose C'rois P a t e n t .  and  as I see tha t  tl ie 
\vriter of t h e  article. Hro. 13. E.  Alllrray. has  had difficulty in  interpret ing some 
cf the  t 'eat~lres  of t h e  cloc~unent. may I be allo\ved to give a few e s p l a ~ ~ a t i o ~ i . ~ ?  

I n  t h e  first place the  date ,  t l ~ e  fifth d a y  of t h e  first month i11 tlie 26th 
year of t h e  55th G ~ ~ a ~ ~ c l ~ ~ i a s t e r s l ~ i ~ ~  is tlie 29th 1)ecember. 1808. O u r  G r a x l  
Masters hold office f o ~  33 years. ancl the  a ~ s ~ u n p t i o i ~  is t h a t  there has been all 
~ l n l ~ r o l r e ~ l  sequelice of Grancl 1lastei.s from t h e  t ime of our  Lord .  Accordingly 
\\-e Ilave for t h e  year 54 X 33 + 26. which gives us 1808. The11 tl!e first clay of 
the p p a i  is t aken  as 25th l)ecenil)es, a i d  so we arrive a t  t h e  29th for  the fift,h 
clay of t h e  first ino~it l i .  The d a t e  has 110 coii~iection with the  fo~lliclatio~i of tlie 
C'hapter ( ' r c . ( l r i i t c . s  I - i ~ ~ c . i / f  ( ! l )  I l lo  in  1788. 

The11 with regard to  t h e  seal. 111 Holland t h e  hand  and dagger 
synil)olises t h e  75'111 ri c... A\7rir f  degree ; the  \ v o ~ d .  K.C. .  cf thi- degree is the  sams 
as t h a t  of the  Kadosh. The geoiiletrical figure with t h e  le t ter  G.  syml~olises 
the clegree cf Scotch l l as te r .  The lower half of t h e  seal syml~olises the  degree 
of Knights  of the  East  and  of the S\vorcl. The let ters  I,.T).P. ~ t a n c l  for f , i ~ , c . ~ ~ t , c s  

1 )c t111 .  I ' o l i ~ i l o  ( N a y  Freedom be give11 to the  People).  W i t h  11s these clepsees 
pi'erecle t h e  R w e  C'rois ancl to-day are only cccimunicated. The  four  letters a t  
the  top  a re  in  our  Rose C'rois cyp11(,1,; their  significance can  easily l:e cleternlined. 

J .  H. IIE SITTER. 
- 

T h e  Will of J a m e s  Anderson.-The triu~:iphs cf a re:earch student are  
few : his t r ia ls  a r e  many .  

1Juch t ime h a s  11eel1 rspelicled in searching for the  Wil l  or Lctters of 
Atlniini:tration relat ing t o  t h e  Fs ta te  of OLW departed Brother  Jaines A~iclersoii. 
Gol~ ld .  i n  llis / / i . c t o r , ~ /  of / , ' I ~ I , I , I I / I ~ ~ N , ~ I ~ ! / ,  vol. i i . ,  p .  355. says t h a t  Anderso11 died 
> lay  28th.  1739, . -  allcl there is 110 copy of his \\-ill a t  Soiner-et 1To11se "11 to t h e  
" year 1714 inclusive." Our  1:istoriaii clces not say \vliich of t h e  se\-era1 coii- 
te1n1:oraneons branches of records at  Sonierset IIouse were searched for the  IYill. 



In the  ordinary course of events any  K i l l  :houlcI h a r e  keen taken in for Probate  
in J u n e .  1739. 

- 011 29th J l t ly .  1929. 1 was making some searches a t  t h e  Proba te  Registry. 
and it occurred to  me  to look a t  t!:e Calendar of K i l l s  prorecl in  1739 in the  
Commi:sary Court of London.  as  t h a t  particular collection might  have been easily 
overlooked. I readily found t h e  en t ry  relating to  Proha te  of the  Will of 
Janies Anclersm granted ill . J I I I I ~ ,  1739. 

011 applying to see t h e  Registered copy of the  IYill i t  was discovered t h a t  
t h e  Register was mi;-ing. I thereupon requested t h a t  the  original filed Will 
should be prod~icecl. This  was looked out and show11 t o  me  the  nes t  day. It 
is well tha t  I have leanled by  experience to subdue hot11 espectancy ancl escite- 
nlent.  for on inspecting t h e  original Wil l  it prored to he t h e  Wil l  of one James  
Aiiderson. a Farmer  of Suffolk-and so there was no thin^ more to  be done. 
I have heen asliecl t o  1)ut this  on record for  two reasons: (1) To show once 
more that  similarities a re  not identitie- : and (2)  t o  warn any  Brother against 
tledi~cing from t h e  en t ry  in  the  Calendar tha t  it  has  any th ing  t o  do with J a n l ~ s  
Anderson, D.1). 

I might ~ r o p e l , l y  subscribe myself as Tantalns  11.. bu t  prefer to confess 
over my w u a l  s igna t~ t re .  V'. J .  K I L L I A V S .  

Cost of an e a r l y  I r i sh  Warrant.-The earliest in forn~a t ion  a\-ailable on 
this subject. as pointed o11t by  Bros. Lepper  9: C'rosnle in  their  f l ; . t o r y  of flee 

G M I I I /  Lot?!/(: o f  Irr71/ / / / /  (p .  267), is t h a t  contained i n  t h e  G . L .  Iiegulations of 
1768, but we can 110u7 get bacli a quar te r  of a century earlier.  

Through t h e  fraternal  courtesy of IT.  P r o .  -4. l l inn i s .  P.N..  18'. 
Secretary of Lodge No. 134, 1,nrgaii. Co. A r m a g h .  I have heen permitted to  
peruse the X n n t e  13ooks of t h a t  fine Lciclge. which possesses t h e  proud record of 
being the o1de.t esisting Lodge in rlster v-ithout a break ill i ts  n.orking. 

The Lodge was warranted 20th May. 1743. and i ts  n le~nbers  are to be 
congratulated on having records dat ing from 20th Augus t .  1742. nine nionths 
prior t o  the  actual da te  of their  11-arrant. 

I n  the  Cash entries under  date  24th May.  1743. there is recorded:- 

to the  co:t of our  warn t  ... ... ... . l .  9." 

This is a t  present t h e  earliest Ii110\~ll  record giviilg the  price of an Ir ish 
Warran t .  and t h e  cliscovery will be of interest to  Jlasonic :tudents. 

I t  should he remenlberd t h a t  t h e  figure £3 .  18. 9 relyresents I r ish currency, 
i n  which the  equivalent of one Shilling British was one Shilling and one Penny.  

The total paid hy  Lodgr No. 134 ~vould possibly be made u p  of :- 

Rritish nloney. Irish. 
1 .  Cost of TYal.rant . . .  ... £ 2 .  2. 0 £2 .  5. 6 
2. Fee for  registration of 6 members 

l / -  each ... ... 6. 0 6. 6 
3. Fee  payable by I Ias te r  and  

Wardens  on commencealent 
of their  offices ... ... 2. 0 2. 2 

4.  h copy of t h e  Constitutions ... 2 .  0 2 .  2 
5. Fee t o  t h e  Grand Tyler . . . . . .  1. 0 1. 1 
6 .  PO- tage  (say) ... . . .  ... 1. 4 

The minor details of t h e  £ 2 .  18. 9 a re  only tlle re:ult of colnparisoil and surmise. 
b u t  there w o ~ d d  appear  t o  he  litt le room for doubt  as  t o  items (1) and (2) in 
the  foregoing scheci~~le.  



The charge fisecl for a Constitution by t h e  G . L .  of England on 27th 
I)ecealber, 1739 (Songhurst , J i i i  i i t c . ~  o f  (/. 7,. of L i i y l ~ r i i t i .  p.  116). was " t ~ v o  
guineas towards t h e  Chari ty  111~011 t,lieir being constituted." 

13ro. 3laki1is. Asst.  Librar ian of t h e  G . L .  of England .  with fraternal  
courte:y has searched the  original Xinutes  of t h e  Grancl Lodge d o ~ n  t o  1756 
and i l ~ f o r m s  me t h a t  t h e  illvariable price t o  t h a t  da te  n-as t\zo guineas. with 110 

illdication of a n y  extra  payments. 
T h e  first W a r r a n t s  mider the  Seal of t h e  G . L .  of I reland were issued on 

1st Febuary .  1731/2,  two years af ter  t h e  charge for  constitution of a Lodge was 
fisecl i n  England  by r e ~ o l u t i o n  of tha t  Grancl Lodge, and  while t h e  writer is 
not by a n y  means i~iclinecl t o  accept the  d i c t m i  t h a t  I r ish i\rasollry invariably 
fo l lo~~-ed  i n  t h e  footsteps of i ts  elder sister, yet i t  seems reasonable to  assume a 
similarity of procedure i n  this  instance from the  fact t h a t  Lorcl Kiligston. under 
whose hand  o71r first I r i sh  W a r r a n t s  were is-ued. was G.31. of England wllell t h e  
fee of two guineas was f ised,  ancl was actually present a t  t h e  meeting when t h e  
i\Iinute,; containing this  resolntion were rend (Songhurst . .I/;// 11 t e s .  G'. L .  h ' i i ! / l i r i i / l .  

pp,  119 a n d  121). 
I t  is not possible to  s tate  definitely froni our  present known facts t h a t  

the  price a t  first charged for  t h e  Ir ish W a r r a n t  was two guineas. h u t  1 am 
illclilled to  adopt  this  view, and f ~ ~ r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  division of this  sum into two 
moieties-one allocated t o  administration. and t h e  other to  Charity-as provided 
by Rule  I .  of t h e  Ir ish Regulations of 1768, came into force a t .  or af ter .  t h e  
fo rmat io~l  of our  Com~ni t tee  of Charity in  1738. 

TYllen early Regulations, such as those of 1768. a re  being considered. it 
should be remembered t h a t  while they were promulgated on t h e  da te  they bear. 
in reality they a re  a compilation of resolntions adopted by G . L .  f rom time to 
time. so t h a t  the  da te  of promnlgat,ion is.  n o  evidence as t o  t h a t  011 which any 
particular rule  became law. A coiliparison of Anderson 's  Const,itutions with 
the early X i n u t e s  of the  G.L .  of Englaud will demonstrate th i s  point.  

Froin th i s  I concl~tde t h a t  in  conln~on with t h e  English p r o c e d ~ ~ r e  the  
price of a n  I r i sh  W a r r a n t  from 1733 was two guineas. 

I t e m  2 ,  t h e  fee for registration of each nlember i n  t h e  books of G . L .  was 
one Shilling British. This  anlount appears for t h e  first t ime in Regulation X.,  
1768, b u t  " t h e  Secretary's fees for registry " was accepted custom i n  1749' 
(Lepper & Crossle. p .  114). Although t h e  existing Series I .  of our  G.L .  Rolls 
is incon~ple te ,  t h e  first X i n u t e  Rook of Lodge 134 contaius . '  t h e  names of y' 
members yt  is Registered in  t h e  Gran Lodgs ( ~ . i c ) . "  Six names appear  under. 
date  3 l a y  24th.  1743, followed by  f o m  more registered May.  1744. This 
information enables us  to  arrive a t  the  t,ot>al paid i n  respect of i tem No. 2. 

I t e m  3. Fees payable i n  respect of Master & Wa.rdens. No linown 
regulation exists on this subject,  bu t  t h a t  i t  must have been I r i sh  practice is 
apparent  f rom t h e  incident recorded as having occurred a t  Thurles i n  1749. 
(Lepper & Crossle. p .  113). 

I t e m  4. Cost of a C'olistit,utiou. This  is merely surmise. b u t  it  is a 
possible i tem. T h e  Col~st i tut ions taken by me were Anderson 's ,  which were 011 

sale i n  I re land  a t  2 / 2 d .  
I t e m  5. Fee to  the  Grand Tyler.  Although t h e  Regulation X.  of 1768 

provides for t h e  paynlent of 314 to the  Gra.nd Purbuivant ,  as  well as  t h e  sulll of 
One Shilling British to  t h e  Grand Tyler. oiily t h e  l a t t e r  has  been iilcluded i n  
the  S c h e d ~ ~ l e ,  as i t  is not a t  all clear when t h e  office of G.  Pnrsu ivan t  was created, 
and 377"the Ir ish currency equivalent of his fee would not fit i n  with the  
other bet ter  l rnowi items of the  £2. 18. 9 .  

I t e m  6 .  Postage. A sum under this  head would be charged i n  the. 
cost, of t h e  W a r r a n t ,  bu t  t h e  amount of 114 is only guesswork, being the  balance 
of t h e  stun not accounted for .  

F u r t h e r  light will. cloubtless, he forthcoming on these minor matters.  bu t  
the  principal value of t h e  Minutc  in  question is t h a t  i t  clearly shows the cost 
of a n  I r i sh  W a r r a n t  within eleven years from t h e  da te  of t h a t  first isuued. 

W. JESKISSOX. 



OBITUARY. 

T is with much regret t h a t  we have t o  record t h e  death of t h e  
following Bre thren  : - 

Hervey Bathurst, of London. on 3rd  May.  1928. O u r  
Brother  was a Pas t  Grand Steward.  H e  joined our Cor- 
respondence Circle i n  AIay. 1919. 

John Campbell, of hlilwaulree Wis . .  on 7 th  J u n e .  1928, 
while on a visit to  England .  Rro.  Canlpbell was a P.31. of Lodge No. 266. 
and P.H.P. of Chapter  No.73. H e  had been a nlenlber of our  Correspondence 
Circle since November. 1907. 

St. Arnaud Creake, of Sheffield. on 23rd Apri l ,  1929. O u r  Brother was 
P . M .  of Wentworth Lodge No.  1239. H e  was elected t o  membership of our  
Correspondence Circle i n  October, 1907. 

Frederick Downe Davy, of London,  on 1st Apri l .  1928. Rrother I h v y  
held t h e  rank of P .Pr .G.MT. .  and P . P r . G . S o .  for Lincolnshire. H e  had been a 
member of our Correspondeilce Circle since J u n e ,  1896. 

Charles Lewis Edwards, F.S .S . .  of Loudwater .  Hucks.. on 11th X a y ,  
1928. Our Brother  h a d  at ta ined t h e  rank  of Past  Grand  Ileacon and Pas t  
Assistant Grand Sojourner .  H e  was a Life Nenlber of our  Correspondence 
Circle, which he joined in October. 1897. 

Jossph H. Howard, of London.  on 15th May.  1928. Bro. Ilolvard was 
a P.11. of Eleanor Lodge No. 1707. R e  was elected to  membership of our  
Correspondence Circle i n  November, 1906. 

John Nathaniel Lightbourne, of S t .  Thomas. V . I . .  V . S . A . .  on 17th AIay. 
1928. Our Brother was a P . N .  of the  Harmonic Lodge No. 356. H e  became 
a member of our  Correspondence Circle i n  J u n e .  1911. 

James Alexander Macdonald, 3I.I) .  of Taunton .  011 24th Apri l .  1928. 
Bro.  Nacnona ld  held t h e  r a n k  of Past  Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies. 
and  Past  Grand S tandard  Bearer (R.A.). I Ie  joined our Correspondence Circle 
i n  October. 1919. 

John M. Maxwell, of Denver. Colo.. 1J .S .A.  O u r  Brother  had  held t h e  
office of Grand Master ,  a n d  had  been a member of our  Correspondence Circle 
since Alay. 1890. 

Henry Styring Nutt, of Totley R l ~ e ,  Yorks.,  011 17th April,  1923 Hro. 
Nlltt  was a n ~ ~ n l b e r  cf Furn iva l  Lodge No. 2558 and of t h e  N ~ l t o l i  Chapter  
No 1239. H e  was elected to  membership of our  Correspondence C1lrcle in 
J a n u a r y ,  1917. 

Edrnund Poole, of London,  on 27th J u n e ,  1928. Our  Erother  \\as a 
P . X .  of the  Royal York Lodge of Perseverance No. 7 and  P . Z .  of the Polish 



C!iapter No.  534 H e  elso l ~ e l d  the  rank cf Pa:t Graiid Steward. H e  jo~nctl 
our Correspondeilcr C!rcle 111 I ldy .  1907. 

Robert Robertson, of I).lunfermline. on 23rd Apr i l  1928. Our  Brother 
K d S  a P.31.  of Lodge No.  415, and had been a member of t h e  C'orrespondence 
Circle since J u n e ,  1902. 

Samuel Johannes Sawyerr, of Lagos. W. Africa. Hro. Sawyerr was 
a member of the  Lagos Lodge No. 1171 and of the  Chapter  attached thereto. 
H e  was elected to  inembership of our Correspondence Circle in  October. 1920. 

Harry Alexander Sim, I . C . S . .  C . I . E . .  of Londoll. O u r  Brother  held 
the  rank  of P.Dis .G.lV. .  l l a d r a s .  and was a Life  3lember of our  Correspon- 
dence Circle. whic11 he joined i n  1896. 

William Henry Smith, of TT7estoli-lu~der-l 'e~~yard. oil 13th Apr i l .  1928. 
Bro. Sinit11 held t h e  rank  of P . P r . G . W . ,  and \\-as F . % .  of t h e  Pal ladian 
Chapter  No.  130. H e  was elected to membership of our  Correspondence Circle 
i n  l I a r c h ,  1911. 

Oswald Robinson Snowball, of Melbourne. in  31ay. 1928. O u r  Brother 
was Speaker  of t h e  Legislative Assembly. and P.31. of his Lodge. I l e  had 
been a member of our  Correspondence Circle since J u n e ,  1892. 

Alfred Thomas Anthony Sutcliffe, of L o i ~ d o n .  in  1928. Bro.  Sutcliffe 
was a member ;f I-Ielia Lodge No.  3900. He  joined ollr Correspondence Circle 
in Janua1.y. 1926. 

Paul Langbourne Waterlow, of l3embridge, I.W., i n  February .  1928. 
Our Brother  was a P .M.  of I r i s  Lodge No.  2545. H e  was elected to  member- 
ship of our  C'orrespondei~ce Circle in -1Iay. 1902. 

Rev .  Goorge Howard Williams, of Colxlen. I l l . .  in 1928. Bra. 
Williams was Ch.  in Lodge No.  466. and  P.K. in Chapter  K O .  151. H e  
joined our  Corresyondence Circle in 1925. 
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SUMME,R OUTING, 1928. 

E X E T E R .  

FTER a n  interval of twenty-nine years t h e  Quatuor  C o r o ~ ~ a t i  
Lodge. No.  2076. paid to the  " Ancient  and  Loyal City of 
Exeter  " a second visit, which extended froin Thursday, t h e  
14th J u n e .  1928, to  t h e  followilig Sunday .  The previous visit, 
had been niade in  1899, and  was t h e  eleventh of such outings 
~ ~ n d e r t a k e n  by  tliis Lodge. A m o ~ l g  t h e  few visitors on both 
occa;.ions were our  esteemed Secretary. Bro. 'CV. J .  Songhurst', 
Bro.  J .  XT. Stevens, and Uro. F. A. Powell :  while among 

local Brethren who participated i n  both outings were Bros. J o h n  Stocker. 
1 l .P .G .1\T.. H e n r y  Stocker. Prov.G.Sec. ,  G. N. 1)oe. W. R. Lisle. J .  Passmore. 
and F. Aust'in. 

The ilivitation erllanated from t h e  veiierablc Provincial Grand Master of 
1)evonshirs. Major George Christopher Davie. D.L. .  J . P . ,  arid was given i n  t h c  
name of his Province. H e  had espressed t h e  hope of welcoli~ilig t h e  visitors 
personally, bu t .  when t h e  t ime  came, was compelled by  illness to  delegate t h e  
responsibilities t o  t h e  Deputy  Provincial Grand Master .  Ero.  J o h n  Stocker, 
P.G.1). (Eng.) .  Unhappi ly ,  the  Provincial Grand i\laster never recovered from 
this  illness: arid within a f ~ a  months t h e  Province had  to Iiiourli his loss. 
From the  year 1861 h e  had  been anio~ig Lhe keenest of Masons: and his 
distinguished career as  such had therefore extended throughout  a period of sisty- 
seven years. 

The local Reception Comniittee consisted of t h e  Deputy  Provincial Grand 
l f a s t e i  ( the Chair laan) ,  Bro.  T T .  Stoclrer, Prov.G.Sec. .  P .A.G. I ) .C .  (Elig.),  B I ~ .  
J .  Passmore. P . P . G . D . ,  Bro.  E. 13. IVillianls, W.N.  of No.  39. and Rro. T .  TT. 
Andrew: P . P . G . W .  of 1)evon mid Somerset ( the  Secretary). All the  Members 
of this Coninlittee were subscribing members of S t .  J o h n  t h e  I<aptist Lodge. 
No. 39. 

The visiting Bre thren  tak ing  par t  in  the  Outing were as  follows:- 

BIY:.. 1h.  F:. ;illan. of I3arrow-in-Fn1.ness. P,;\[.. 1021 ; 1'. J. Asl)ury. of L n n d o ~ ~ .  
. . . l ;  IYm. N.  Baron, of 1,otitlon. P.31., 15, T'.(;.Stn-d.; Il~~ill;. H .  13:ister. ol 
lloc.l~d:~le. P.A.(:.l).C'., P,>[.,  2076: J. BI~cITI)III~II ,  oi' Iiirstall. 264: 11. Bldon.  of 
I,onclon, I'.C;.St.l3.: 1 ' .  J .  3 .  o ~ i i f ' : e  of I o ~ c l o t ~ ,  l ' l  2 4  H. nroad, of Strntfold 
ot~-.\vol~, (4.St.B.: J\'\'nlter H. 131wn-11, of I,ondon, P.31.. 28,  I'.G.Stn.d.: (+eo. lv .  
13ullnn:o1.e, of Hadlia~n, 441 : 1)r. '1'. 31. Cartel., O S  I>ristol, P.Pr.G.JI-., 111.istol. 2076: 
S t e p l ~ e ~ ~  (:lark, J .P. ,  oi' Tr111.o. 1:%1; IV. F. C'oclrrell, of S. J ~ o ~ c s t o f t .  I'.*I.<~.I).('.: 
C. S ,  CIIII~IIS, of I,ondo~i, P . L i , ( ~ . I ) . ( ' , ;  I?oht. ('olscll. of ( % i ~ ~ g l ' o ~ d ,  I'.A,G.l),C'.: 
11. F. J. ('olsell, of ( 'Iri~~gford, P.I).RI., 12 ; 'l'hos. 31. Copland, of I~':lll;irli, Ck.Arc.11itect 
(S.C.) : 1)r. A\. J. Cross, of I);llton-i11-l~'li1.ness. 1'.1'1..(:.\I-., JVest T,anrs.: 111.. C'l~as. 
Curd, of Bath, I'..A.(k.I).C'.: Gil lw~t  IV. D a p e s ,  of Norn-ich. P.31.. 4569. S.D., 2076: 
H.  ( l ,  de L:ifontaitie, of T,ondol~. P .G.D. .  J.IV.. 2076; \Jr. l ) i r l i i ~ ~ s o ~ ~ .  of Byfleet. 



P.Pr.G.Sup.\V., Su r rey :  R .  -4. I)iclisoll. of I,ontlo~l. P.Pr.C.I).C.. Essex: Geo. Al. Doe. 
of 'J 'orririgto~~, I'.I'r.G.S<.. 1)evon: 14;. 1-1. 1)ri11g, of Lo11do11. P .G.D. .  P.11.. 2076; H. K. 
l h c l ~ n - o r t h ,  of Grange over Sands. l ' . i l I  ., l 7  l 5  : S. D ~ ~ c l i \ v o l t l ~ .  of Grange over Sa~lds .  
P.31.. 1716; Davicl IUather, of' Sheffield, I'.;\.(i.l).C. : J .  F. H. Gill)nrd. of London. 56 :  
F. IAV. Golby. of Londol~.  P.A.G.l).( ' .  : \V. Ba1.l.y Gregnr, of \Vestcliff-on-Sea.. P.1'r.G.D.. 
Rssex : Dr.  It. 'l'. Halliday. of Gl;lsgo\v. 1'.31., 772 : \Veldon H a n s o ~ ~ .  of Sorton-011-Tees. 
W.i\l.. 4027; \Vallace Heatoll. of Imldon, I'.i\l.. 3900: Goido~i  1'. C;. Hills, ol' 
~'Ol~k~l~1111 l l e a ~ i ,  I ' .A . (~ .S I I~ . \V . ,  P .3 I . .  2076: Jo111i Holt .  < I (  lTarni.  P,l 'r.(i.\V., I ) I I I .~ I I~ , I I I :  
h'redk. H o u g h t o ~ ~ .  of 1,ondon. 1600: Sing11 C'. I<~~on.les,  of I , o ~ d o n ,  P .A .G .R . :  I h .  17. 
Lace, of Bath.  P.A.G.I).C'.: H .  .l. Alnt l ieso~~,  ol' Lonilot~.  1'.31.. 2987: H .  E. Jliller. 
of' Grange over Sands.  P .P I . .~~ . ( : . I ) .C . :  \V. 14'. J lor r i so l~ .  of S t e ~ l l l o ~ ~ s e ~ i ~ l ~ i ~ . .  (:.Stn.d. 
( S .  : C. A .  hTen-rnal~. o f  I ' e tcr l )o~~oi~gh.  P. l '~..(;.\\~. : 1)r. C .  I<. Xewnian, of I , o ~ ~ d o n .  
4453: Dr. Geo. Ir;orm;ln. of Bnili. l ' .A.G.l).C., \\'.3I.. 2076: J. Herhcr t  Parker .  of 
?r'oru:ich, P . J I . .  145" H. D. Parsolls. of Rnglescliffe, I'.I'r.G.W.: E. Piclrstone. of 
ltadcliffe. P.RI.. 4204: 22. C. I'on.ell, of' \Vesto11-s~cper-3~Inre. l'.G.I).. P.11.. 2076: F. 1. 
I'owell, of Imldon .  P .A.G.D.C. :  J. 1-1. I 'ul le~~: of London. P.31.. 110: A .  P. Salter. 
of 1,ondon. P.31.. 2932: \P. Scott ,  OS Saltl1u1,11-I1y-the-Sen, l ' .J[.. 543: 'I'l~os. Selby. of 
Ihglescliffe. Pr . J .G. \V. :  \V. J. Songliurst. of London. P.G.I).. Ser. .  2076; J. Wm. 
Stevrns. of I~ol idoa .  P . A . G . S ~ I ~ . \ V . :  1)r. J. Stokes, of Sheffield. I'.G.I).. P.31.. 2076: 
ISd. T a l ~ p e n d e ~ ~ .  of Hitrl l in.  P . P r . G . W . :  LIOIIPI \;il)ert. of 13atli. A.C.I).C'.. P .3I . .  2076: 
Oeo. C:. \Villian~s. of 1,ondon. P.31.. 2:;: a n d  \V. J .  \Villianis. of T,ondo~r. \T.Al.. 2696. 
1.G.. 2076. 

P u n c t u a l l y  a t  t h r e e  o'clock 011 t h e  T h u r s d a y  a f t e rnoon  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of 
t h e  v is i tors  a r r i v e d  b y  trail1 f r o m  L o n d o n ,  1111der t h e  l eade r sh ip  of l i r o .  S o ~ l g h l ~ r s t .  
T h e y  proceeded first  t o  t h e i r  h e a d q u a i t e r s  a t  t h e  Rongemol i t  H o t e l .  whe re  t hey  
were  joined b y  D r .  George  N o r l n a n ,  t h e  'IV.M.. a n d  o the r s  w h o  h a d  come b y  
different rou te s .  

A t  ha l f -pas t  f o u r  o 'clock t h e  p a r t y  assembled a t  t h e  GUILDHALL. H e r e  
t e a  was  p r o v i d e d :  a n d  a n  official welcome t o  t h e  C i t y  was  g iven b y  t h e  R.W. 
t h e  AIayor of E x e t e r  Alajor A .  1.3. Brock ,  1'I.C.. i n  a n  add res s  bubb l ing  over 
w i th  h u m o u r .  In spec t ion  was  t h e n  invi ted  of t h e  anc i en t  C i t y  Rega l i a .  Cha r t e r s ,  
Seals,  a n d  A c t  B o o k s  a n d  t h c  following niost  in teres t i l ig  a n d  va luab le  lec ture  
was g iven b y  M r .  H. L l o y d - P a r r y .  O.B.E. .  B . A . .  l 3 . S ~ .  , LL.H. :- 

EXETER has I)eeu a. City from t ime i~n~nemor i a l ,  and its history 
cxtencls 1,ac.k into t he  lilists of ; ~ ~ ~ t i q n i t y .  It does not derive i ts  status as 
n City f ' ro~n t h e  presence of t h e  C'athedral: for i t  Iras nli a n c i e ~ ~ t  British 
City a t  t h e  t ime of t he  translation of t h e  Ui~l iop 's  See from Cre i l i t o~~  
to  Exeter  in t h e  year 1050 A.D. I t  is not a City 1,y Royal Cha r t e r :  for 
i t s  earliest ( 'harter ( g r a ~ ~ t e d  l1y H e ~ ~ r y  1 1 . )  nlerely coonfi~ms and establishes 
rights and privileges t l l :~ t  were ;~ll.endy ancient.  I t  is a City by prescrip- 
t ion,  and has 1)een quotecl b j  I'1.ofessor Freeman as  " t l ~ e  most ancient of 
t he  Cities of Britain." H e  further s ta tes  t h a t  " It is t h e  one C'ity (of 
Fngland)  ill ~ r l ~ i c h  wc can feel s m e  t h a t  l i n~nan  habitation nncl city life 
have never ceased 1'1~1111 Ihe days of tlle early C ~ m a r s  t o  our own." That  
affillds ;L lwmoll w l ~ y  csc.avatic~t~s liave not ,  t o  any nppreciahle extent.  
rerealecl t~ . aces  of early Imilclings. 

The Roman Lcli~~eild \Tay I.;III along tlie line of t he  High S t r ee t :  hut .  
apa r t  from ;I R o n ~ n r ~  tcssellated p ;~vement  wl~icll n-as found a t  t h e  l~acli  of 
t he  Guildli;~ll on t l ~ e  hite of illo present Police C o ~ ~ r t .  there is little 
evidence of t he  siting 0 1 '  t l ~ e  I)uiIdings d lu ing tlie Roman occupation. 

The geogrnpl~ic.:~l p o s i t i o ~ ~  of E x e t n  explains i ts  i m p o r t a ~ ~ c e  as  a 
stragetic nllcl'conl~~le~.ci:ll ceutre I'roln t he  earliest times, si tuated as i t  is 

~narxucling sea.-rovers. S l ~ c h  a situation \vas ;I colinnon feature of early 
cities of import:lnce. slicl~ as  Lolldon, Clieste~.. Po rk .  Sewcastle.  C'aerleon. 
I?onle. nnrl Rouen. 



The comparative ages of Exetcr and 1~11lclon \\-ere the  subject of n 
j ~ ~ l i c i a l  decision durillg t h e  reign of ISlizabeth. -4 dispute arose as  t o  the  
right of London t o  levy the  accustomed toll up011 t h e  goods of Exeter  
inerclia~its exposed for sale in the  Blacli~x-ell Hall .  The case \\-as tried a t  
t he  GuilclIi:~lI. Londo~l  ; allcl by two several verdicts i t  was decided in  f a v o ~ ~ r  
OS Exeter  011 t h e  gronn'd t h a t  l h e t e r  \vas " of more a n c i e ~ ~ t y  " t h a n  London. 
The rase is recorded in the  history of Exeter  ~ r r i t t e n  by John  Holier, a 
clistingnished scho1;tr and historian. who filled t h e  office of Chamberlain of 
Exeter from 1555 t o  1601. 

The Saxon invasion had spent i t s  force by t h e  t ime i t  reached this 
City. and t h e  invaders had hy t h a t  t ime adol~tecl t h e  Christian religion. On 
tlle advent  of t h e  Saxons, t h e  Britons and  Snsons divicled the  City between 
tlieiii. and fo r  a t ime settled ainicahly side hy side. The former occupied 
tlie 11ortl1er11 side of onr main thol.ouyhfare, aud t h e  la t te r  t h e  sou~thern. 
'I'licre is still evicle11c.e of this division in t he  fac t  t l la t  tlie C ' l~~~rc l i e s  of t h e  
nortliern p a ~ t  a r e  tlcclicatecl to British Saints .  e . ( g .  S t .  Palicras and S t .  
Tierrian; while those t o  t h e  soiith were dedicated t o  Saints with t he  Saxon 

The City was t h e  scene of fierce fighting betwcc~i  t he  Saxons and 
the  T)anes. K ing  .Alfred coilclncled peace with t h e  Danes in this City in 
the  year 877 A.D. H e  also laised the  siege laid by t h e  D.anes in 894 A.U. 
.\tlielstnn held a Parliament (or IVitan) 11ere: and lie is reputed t o  be 
the  first t o  enclose t,lie City with a stone wall. though recent research 
thron-S some d o n l ~ t  I I ~ O I I  this. Four-fifths of this wall still remain: but 
the a~lcieli t  Cit,y Qntes and t h e  Ga8tes of t h e  C'atheclvnl Close were de~nolisl~ecl 
almlit :L c e n t ~ ~ r y  ago. 

111 olden t imes the  l l iver Exe \\-as 11;lvig:l.l~le ; l i d  tidal up t o  and 
al~o\-c t h c  C'ity: ) ) l i t  this narigatior \\-as ill course of t ime broken I)y t,he 
co~ls t~ .~l r t io l i  of weirs. To restore direct  co~niiii~uiication with t he  sea, t h e  
City ('1ia1nI)er. in t h e  rcigil of E:liz:~l)etli. constructed CL loclied canal, t ho  
f i ~ s t  of i ts  Iti~ld ill tlie colilltry. 'l'l~e City was then  t h e  chief centre of' 
the woo l l e~~  11ld11st.1.y or t he  cou~i t ry .  a11d T:IS a t  tlie height of i t s  prosperity. 
IVitli tlie construction of t he  canal i ts  marit ime t r ade  grew to such an 
e s t e ~ ~ t  t l i ; ~ t  a t  t h e  tinie of t he  (I'omnionnealtl1 i t  ra~i l ied  in tonnage as  t he  
fil'tli 1)ort in tlie lii~lgrloiii. 

Pew,  if any,  of t h e  3lnnicipalities of this Iiiugclo111 has been so free 
as 15xeter fi~oin t h e  dwnination of feudal a11c1 ecclesiastical interests. It 
has elljoyet1 a freedom of local gover~inient more pronounced than t h a t  of 
any other of olir provincial capitals: a i d  in this respect i t  closely resembles 
t he  Free  Cities of Gcrinany. 

l 'he City has sustained mow sieges t l ~ n n  any othel. town in t he  
I i i~~gclom.  Only o~ lco  has i t  h e n  ,taken 1)y force, and t h a t  was owing to  
treachery within i t s  walls. This occurred i n  t h e  yeal. 1003. \\-hen i t  was 
taken by King  Sn-ey11 of I )enma~~l i .  Othei. notable sieges nc re  those o l  
1Yillii:im t l ~ c  C h q ~ t c l w r  in 1068. Perkill Warheck in 1497. and the  SVesteril 
Itcl~ellion in 1549. This last siege wils a n  extremely severe one ;  but  t h e  
citixeirs ( t h a ~ g h  tronhlecl n-it11 internal dissensions) Ileld out t r i~unpl l ;~nt ly  
ill spito of g rea t  ~)l.iv;ttions. 

11uri11g t h e  ' I ' I I ~ O I  period the  City plnye!l n distinguished par t  ill t he  
history of th is  country :  and.  for the i r  selvices t o  Tii~ig ; ~ n d  Coliniry 
during this period. t he  citizens receivecl many i~inrlrs of Royal f:~vonr. 
H e ~ l r y  V11 I .  made ICseter a C o ~ ~ n t y  of itself ill 1537; and Queen Elizabeth 
is stated t o  have conferred upon t h e  City i ts  motto of " Semper Ficlelis." 

Heli ly 17\TII.. 11po11 his visit t o  t h e  City in 1497. gave t h e  citizens 
g w a t  comme~~da t ions  and th;unlts, allcl presented the  ll~ayoi- with his Royal 
sword and  cap. These Royal insignia a r e  cnrriecl before t h e  Mayor on all 
s ta te  occasions except 011 occasions of s t a t e  m o ~ ~ r n i n g .  w l ~ e n  t h e  sword of 
FIenyy VTT. is replaced hy t h e  s ta te  sword prese~~tccl  to t h e  City by 
Edn.ar(1 IV. This sword has been kept draped in crape since the  reign 



of C'liarles I r . .  and n-as I~olxe  11el111.e tlle Aiayor on Iris ,nttencla~lc.c a t  t he  
annual service a t  t he  C;~t ,hcd~~; l l  i l l  memory of '. 'l'he AIartyred Icing " until 
t he  tliscontinua~lce of t l ~ e  ol)serv:~lic.e ill t h e  middle of last century.  

The Gnildhall is ot ve1.y ancient o ~ , i g i ~ i .  Jlelltion is made of the 
i.)uilding ill a, docl~nlelit ol the  yrwr 1154. J t  has one vely ,interestiiig 
i id ;  with tlie t h i ~ t e e ~ l t l ~  c .e~l t~u.y .  The owler  of t he  premises on the  
western side pays t o  t he  C'olporntion t h e  slim of c l .  per anulim. The 
original docuinent creating tliis rent  is still p~xserved in t h e  City &h ln i i i~e~ i t  
rooin. I t s  da te  is 12899: n ~ i d  :it is a n  ncli~lon-Ietlglne~~t for t h e  right oc 
resting tlie I~eains oi' his I)uildi~lg against  the  lvall of t h e  G~iilclhall. Tlie 
r e l ~ t o r i g i l i : ~ l l y  oile p~'n~ly-\rtls. pr011aI)ly vwi~lg  to  tlle clepreciation of 
111o11ey. raised t o  twopelice pet, tanllliin ill t he  r e ig~ i  of Charles 11. 

Tlie liinin hall was restored in 1330. though to  n11a.t extent is 
u n k n o ~ v ~ i .  

The I~enu t i f~ i l  open-biiiil)e~~ecl roof v-as constructed in 1464. The 
corl~els supporting the  principals of' tlie roof (grotesque figures of t he  
" 13enr and Ragged Staff " )  n-erc p ro l~a l~ ly  inserted ns a complinie~rt to  
\Vai.~viclr " t he  K ing  JIalrer," who Jvas preseiit in t l ~ o  C5ty with his ariliy 
d u i . i ~ ~ g  tlle period of constrnctiou. 

T l ~ c  08alc p n ~ ~ c l l i ~ ~ g  I Y I I I I I ~  t l ~ e  Hall  n.ith tlie coats ol' a rms of Jlayoi,s 
a11d other 1e:lding citizens ;Incl oi' the  Trntle Gliildi. of t he  City einl~lazol~ed 

l ~ i s  restonation t o  t he  t l ~ v o ~ l e ,  1v11el1 h e  City p i w e i ~ t e d  him wit11 n silver 
sa l t  n-11icl1 is now n.it.11 the  S t a t e  llega1,ia in tlie 'I'oxer of London. H e  
was so gratified a t  his i~ereptioii t h a t  h e  knighted the  illayor. and in t he  
i'ollonirlg year prese~iteil t he  citizens \\-it11 tlie por t ra i t  of his sister. 

T l ~ e  other poi,tixii 113. Lely is t lmt  of General Jlolrli. who was 
i ~ l s t ~ ~ ~ ~ i n e l i t a l  ,in tlle resioration of t h e  Etuarts.  H e  o-a.s a ilative of 
x o r t l ~  J)evou. and Tvas High S t e ~ ~ a r t l  of tlie ( 'ity in 1662. 

T11t City l irgnlix,  though tlie 1)iec.e~ are  fen. ill number, is of 
esceptiolial interest .  IIeScrence 1 1 ~ 1  I)ee~i made t o  t h e  two swords and 
cap u i  ~ i ~ a i u t e n a i ~ c c .  

The n e s t  ol' iliterest :we tlie folir silver ( 'hains non- worn hp the 
Sei,gc:lnts a t  1lac.e. T l ~ c y  n-ere Tvorn o r ig i~~a l ly  117 t h e  City W,zits. and 
da t e  froin a l ~ o u t  t h e  year 16(10. 'I'lie linlis appear t o  I)e composed of t h e  
a l ternate  let ters " S " a ~ i d  " R." 

'The four Alares a r e  oi' the  tiine of Geolge 11. These replaced older 
Jlnces. 'I'lie earliest refcrenre lo t h e  City l laces  t l iat  can 1 ~ e  fouild is 
in a Receiver's Roll of t hc  wig11 of l i i c h a ~ d  IT. This records payments 
for t h e  repair or " t h e  old i\laccs." 

K o  n1oi.e tll;111 n meye reference can be made t o  tlie City Records. 
h l r .  S t ~ i a r t  3loore. ill tlrc Introdllction t o  his Calendnr. states t h a t  t he  
recoids possessecl 117 t h e  ('~ity are  l~crhaps  the  inost reii~arkable t h a t  c,an 





i o  11e filled 111, \\.it11 c;rrtll, :r11(1 to 11:i~e ;L ~ \ . o o t l r ~ ~  p ;~ l i i a t l i~~g  a11 tlle iop. 
Otl~ers  tlii~il; tha t  it  \ v n i  desig~letl to  prevet~t wild a11i111nls fro111 getting 
at cattle inside the p o t t ~ ~ d ,  a n d  ;\Iso for pllqmses of defence :igainst 
eiie~nies. 'i'lliis pat,t ol' tllc n-:l11 is U I I  the lo~rc t  side of the pound, n.hicll 
sianils OIL  a co~~sicleral~lc slope. 'l'l~c otily original e~ l t ra~ lce  was a t  the 
higher p a ~ t .  n-it11 :In aspecf of' so~ttlt-soutlr-east. I t  is seven feet wide. 
and paved. At t l~ i s  p o i ~ ~ t  ihe u d l  is fo~llteen f'eet thick, and cont:iit~s 

R e t u n l i n g  to t h e  main road across the  Moor, t h e  well-known \ \ T . 4 ~ ~ ~ ~  

I l o u s ~  IXN was passed. This  \\.ayside hostelry has a peat fix* \vhich has bee11 
bluniilg for more t h a n  a 1111ndrcd years ,  and i t  is also reputed t o  dispense 
escellent bottled heer. Some disal)pointnleut was shown t h a t  t ime did not 
admit  of a ha l t  h e r e :  n o  doubt  the  peat fire \ \ o d d  have excited absorbing 
interest. 

A co~lllle of lllilrs f l ~ r t h e ~ .  along a st801) was made  t o  l ~ e r m i t  insl~ection 
of the  so-callecl &-CLOPEAN ]IRII)G!S a t  Post,l~ridge. This  crosses t h e  River Dar t  
a few yards below t h e  modern l ~ r i d g e  on tlie 11ighwiy f rom ~ l o r e t o n h a m ~ s t e a d  
t o  ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ e t , o \ v n ,  alld is t h e  largest and hest I r ~ ~ o w n  of several such ancient bridges 
011 the  ,7100r, locally kno\vn as  . 'clwl)per bridges." I t  s tands :even feet above 

river, alld has a total  lengtll of forty-seven feet.  There a r e  three spans. 
with a buttress 011 either bank  of t h e  r iver .  a n d  two piers rising out of t h e  
water.  The  \\,hole s t ructure is formed of lumort ised grani te  boulders: and 
the  spa11 collsists of f o l ~ r  enormous slabs, one a t  each end ,  a n d  t'wo side by  
side ill t h e  c e ~ i t ~ r e .  T h e  t,m70 largest of thrsc a re  fifteen feet i n  length by  seven 
feet wide and about  twelve inches in  thick~ress:  a n d  they a re  estimated to 
weigh nearly eight t o m  each. This bridge marks  t h e  site of olle of the al ic ie~i t  
trackways over t h e  Moor. A s  t o  its age there is difference of 0~~i1~io11;  b u t  
R o w  and other  good authorities corlsider i t  to  have heell the  work of aborigirlal 
Bl,itons. though 110 doubt  often repaired ill lllore recellt times, 

F o n r  miles f u r t h e r .  and T W O  BRIDGES \ras passed. Sonle the  parby 
recalled t h e  l ~ a c h e o n  in t h e  hotel here t ~ r e i l t y - ~ ~ i n ~  years previous~y. 

aftermrards TOR ROYAL  as i)assed 011 t h e  le f t ,  ~ l ~ i ~  is t,he 
"loorlalld far111 I Y ~  by  I3.R.H. tile Prillce of wales ,  alld ,3e~ollgillg to 
1)1lclly of Corn~val l .  



The co111pa.rntive ages of 15seter allcl London were tlie subject ol' il 

jldicial decision d l ~ ~ , i ~ l g  t h e  reign of E1,iznl)eth. A dispute arose as t o  tlie 
r ight of London t o  levy the  accustomed toll llpon tllo goods of Exeter  
~nerchants  exposed I'or sale in the  Rlncliwcll Hall .  'I'he case was tried n i  
t he  Guildllall. London:  and by t n o  several verdicts i t  was decided in favour 
01' E se t e r  on t h e  g ~ w u ~ i ~ d  t l iat  Ese t e r  \\-as " of more anrienty " t11n11 I io~ ido~ l .  
Tho case is recorded in t h e  history of Exeter  writ ten by John Holier, a 
d, ist ingl~isl~ed scholar and historian, who filled t h e  office of Cliamberlain of 
Exeter from 1565 t o  1601. 

The Saxon invasion liad s p e ~ l t  i ts  force 11s tlie t ime i t  reached this 
City. and the  invaders 1i:ltl 1)y t h a t  t ime adopted tlie Christian religion. On 
the  advent of t h e  Saxons, t h e  Eritons and Sasons  divided the  City between 
them, and for a t i ~ ~ i e  settled a~nical)ly side 11y side. The former occnpied 
the  no r t l~e rn  side of' our main thoronghfare. and t h e  la t te r  t he  southern. 
'I'lle~~e is still e v i d e ~ ~ c e  of this d iv i s io~~  in t l ~ e  fact  t l ~ a t  t h e  C'linrches of t h e  
nortllern pa.rt a r e  dedicated to  British Saints.  e . g . .  S t .  l'nncras mid S t .  
S<c~ .~ , i a~ l  ; \\-liile those t o  t h e  sontli were dcrlicated t o  Saints ~ v i t h  t he  Gason 
nomenclature. 

The City \\-as t he  scene of fierce fighting hetweell t he  Sasons am1 
thc  Da~les .  K ing  Ailfre,d conclucled peaco with t h e  Danes in tliis City in 
tlie year 877 A.D. H e  also raised tlie siege laid by t h e  Ilanes in 894 A.D. 
Athelst:i~i held n I'arlianrent (or JVitan) he re :  and lle is reputed t o  be 
the  first t o  enclose t h e  City ~ i t h  a stone wall, t l~ongl i  recent research 
t l~ rows  sonie t lonl~t  upon tliis. Fonr-fifths of tliis \vdl  still remain: but  
tlie ancicnt City Gates and t h e  Ga,tes of tlie Cathecl~~al  Close \\-ere deniolisl~ed 

allore t h e  C'ity: 1)ut tliis 11al-igation was in course oi' tilnc broken by tlie 
c o ~ ~ s t r i ~ c t i o n  o f  n-eirs. To restore direct colmn~unic:~tion n.ith tlie sea. t h e  
C'ity C'haml~er. in t h e  rt4gn of' Eliz;~l)etll, constructed a lnclied canal, t h e  
f i n t  of i ts  kind ill t h e  country. The City was then  tlie chief centre of 
the  woollen ~ n d n s t r y  of t h e  country,  and was a t  t h e  I~e igh t  of i t s  prosperity. 
With t h e  c o ~ ~ s t ~ v c t i o n  of tlie canal its marit ime i r a d e  grew to  such an  
extent t h a t  n t  t h e  t ime of t h e  Con)nionn.ealtli i t  ranlied in tonnage as t he  
filth port  it1 tlio K i ~ ~ g d o r n .  

Fe\\-, if any ,  of t h e  3Iu1iicipalities of tliis Kingdon1 has been so free 
as ICxeter froni t h e  domination oi' I'er~dal and ecclesiastical interests. It 
has enjoj-cc1 a freedom of local gover~nnent  more pronounced than t h a t  of 
a n y  other of o i ~ r  provincinl capitals : and in tliis respcct i t  closely resembles 
t he  Pree C'ities of C;EI.III:III~. 

Tlio C'ity lias sustai~led more siegcs t1i:ln anJ- other town in t he  
Kingclo~n. Only once lias i t  been taken hy force, and t1in.t n-as o~ving t o  
treachery ~ i t h i n  i t s  walls. This occnrred in t h e  year 1003. n h e a  i t  n-as 
t : ~ l t c ~ i  11y King  Sweyn of Denmark. Other not;~hle sieges were those of 
IVill~inm t h e  C'onque~mr in 1068. Perliin TVarl)ecli i n  1497. and the  Wester11 
R c ~ l ~ e l l i o ~ ~  in 1349. This last siege \\-as a n  extremely severe one;  but  t he  
citizens (thongll t~wullled wit11 internal dissensions) held o11t tri~unp1l:uitly 
ill spite of g rea t  privntio~is.  

i h r i n g  t h e  l'ndor period the  City played n distinguished pa r t  in t he  
Iiistc~ry or th is  coutl try:  and,  for tlieiv services t o  1<i11g and Country 
d ~ i r i n g  th is  period, the  citizens received many marlis of Royal favour. 
H e ~ ~ r y  T ' l I l .  made Exeter  n C:oi~nty of itself in 1637: and Queen Elizabeth 
is stated t o  have conferred up011 the  City i ts  motto of  " Semper Ficlelis." 

Henry  T'IT.. upon his visit t o  t h e  City in 1497. gave tlie citizens 
g w a t  co~nmel~dat ions  a n d  thanlts, and presented the  111a.yor ~ v i t h  his ltoyal 
s\vord and cap. These Royal .insignia a r e  carried before tlie 3Iayor on all 
s ta le  occnsions except on occa.sions of s ta te  mourning. ~vllen t h e  snrord of 
Henry  TTII. is replaced by tlie s ta te  sword presented to t h e  City by 
IMn-ard T T .  This sword has heen kept draped in crapo since t h e  ~ , e ign  



t h e  discontinu:llice of tlle ol)serv;l~ice ;ill tlle liliddle oi' las t  century.  
The <~uilcIh:~ll is of' very a ~ i r i e n t  origin. Jlelltion is macle of the  

\ ves t e~x  side pays t o  tlle Corporation t h e  slim of 2d. per a n i l ~ r n ~ .  The 
origiilal cloc~unent creating this rent  is still preserved in t h e  City 31111limel1t 
1.oo111. I t s  d a t e  is 1289: a.nd 'it is a n  acl;~io~vlcdgment for t h e  right of 
ixsting t h e  11e:111ls oi' his I)uilclillg against  t he  n-all of tlle Guildhall. The 
1.e11torigii l :r l ly one p c ~ ~ l ~ ~ . - w n s .  111ml)ahly on-ilig t o  t h e  depreciatio~l of 
money, raised t o  tn.ol)ellce per anlinni in t he  reig11 of C'1i;lrles 11. 

The main liall was restorc,d in 1330, though t o  \vlia.r extent is 
ll11kllo~vll. 

The 1~e;ultifnl ope~r--iiiinl)erc'~l i.oof was consirncted in 1464. The 
corl~els snpportillg t he  l~rilrcipnls 01' the  I W I ~ '  (gmtesque figilres of t he  
" I k a r  and I<aggerl StaH " )  were p ~ ~ ~ l ~ a l ) l y  inserted a s  a coinpli~nent to  
IValxicli " t he  Iiiilg 3lnlter." ~vlio was prese~l t  in t he  C'ity wit11 his army 
du~,irlg tlic l~eriod of co~lstructioii. 

The oak p a l ~ e l l i ~ ~ g  i ~ o i ~ ~ i d  tllc I-la.ll I\-itli t he  coats oC nrlns of Jlayors 
a i ~ d  other le;ldi~lg citizelis and OS tlle Trade Gl~ilrls of tlle <'it? eli~l~lazolled 
t l ~ c r e o n  is la te  T~ ido r .  

The :rrms of tllc &lcl.ch;~rit \'cnture~.s s l l o ~ ~ l d  11c specially noted. 
'J'llis C'ompnt~y was gr;lntccl :L (: lr ;~rter ill 1690 11y ( , h l ee~~  JClizal~etli. allcl 
held the i l  lnectillgs i l l  t h c  i'ore1~:ll.t of t he  Hall in what  wa.s origiilally t he  
C l ~ q l e l .  

This C'l~:~pel n.:ls cw~lstrnctetl ill 1484. u . l ~ e ~ i  t h e  f o i ~ l ~ a r t  of the  Hall 
\v;rs re-a1~1~:111~ed: :ilitl tlic C:ll:ll~l;li~~ tlnelt i l l  :l roonl :~llove i t .  The 

A l n o ~ ~ g  the  p o r t l ~ i t s  on the! \\-all a re  t n o  I)y tlio f ;~ lno l~s  art ist  allcl 
C 'o~~r t  pni~ltei.. Sir  .Peter I d y .  0 1 1 0  is of t he  Princess Henr ie t ta  (aster- 

J'or t h e  l ' t , i l~cas illid Iirr guiwdi:~l~s I'roiii tlic C'ity. 
He1 I~rotl lcr .  T<il~g ('ll;li.les 1 1 . .  1)aicl a visit t o  tlle ( 'ity soon after 

llis restol;atioi~ to  t he  tlll,one. \vllc~l ;lie C,ity presented hi111 x i t h  n silver 
sa l t  which is non7 n-it11 the  S t a t e  l<egul.ia ill t h e  Toner  of Loiidon. H e  
\vas so grntificd nt  his 1wcptio11 tll:lt he  liniglitcd tlle ATayor. and in t he  
follon.i~lg yea1 prese~ltetl tlie c i t i z e ~ ~ s  wit11 t h e  portrait  of his sister. 

The other poi t ix i t  by L e l  is t h a t  of Geneixl 3lonli. n-110 was 
i~ is tn l rnenta l  i n  t h e  restoration of tlie Gt i~ar ts .  H e  was i~ native of 
North Ilevoli. : I I ~  w:ls High S te \vn~d  of t hc  ('it$ in 1662. 

Th t  ('ity I<.cgali:l, t l~oi i~( l i  i,lle pieces :IIT fcn. ill ~ l ~ r n l l ~ e r ,  is of 
cscc~j)tional interest. IleYc1,ence 11:~s I~een 111:de t o  t h e  two snords and 
ca11 of in;rinten:inc.e. 

The next of i ~ ~ t e r c s t  ;we tlrc four silver C'hail~s ilon- worn 11y the  
Sel.gc:l~lts ; ~ t  31;1(e. Tllc>y were ~vorn  origi~l:llly 11y t h e  City T a i t s ,  and 
(late irotn :ll1011t t he  year 1600. The links appear t o  110 composed of the  
a l ternate  let ters ' '  S " allcl ' .  R." 

'The four Jlnces a r e  O F  t he  time of George 11. These replaced older 
31;1c.es. 'I'lie carliest i.eI'c~i~ence t o  tlia City 3Iares t h a t  can be found is 
i l l  a 12eci,iver's ltoll of i h c  r e i g ~ ~  of' 12ich;ud l I .  This records p~ayirlents 
for t h e  i q x ~ i r  or " t h e  old JIaccs." 

X o  Inore t han  n mere relerence call he made t o  t he  City Records. 
.\[I.. S t i ia r t  Jloore,  ill t l ~ e  Tntro.rl~~ction to  his Calend:~r.  states t h a t  t he  
recolds possessed 11y t l ~ e  ('lit? a r c  l ~ e r l ~ a p s  t h e  most i~emarl;alsle t h a t  can 







I I C  Iroasted Iry any City or town in the United lii~igdonl. They illcluck 
fii'tp l<oxal C'liarters and tliousancls of earl7 deeds. a large proportioll of 
~rliich clate I~acl; to  the t~re l f th  century. The Jlayor's Court Rolls IWI 

11acli in alrnost un111.olien sequence to the year 1463. the Receiver's Accoulnts 
t o  1905, the Provost C o ~ u t  Rolls to  l:?", and the Custo~iial ltolls to the 
reign OS Edward J.  The Jlinute Boolis of the Clnannber are complete from 
the year 1308. 

T l ~ e  alrove i~iclicates tlie rahie of tlie City llecorcls.. n-hich are oi' 
11111cll more than local importance ancl i~iterest.  

T l ~ e  miscellaneous papers incl~lcle a~itograph letters to the ai ty  froin 
almost every Sovereign from Henry V1 l .  to George 111. 

l a  nddition the City has a unique collection of Matrices of C'ivic 
Sc;lls, the earliest of nl!icl~ is t11:tt of tlie Co11111non Seal. circa. 1170, the 
earliest Imonn example of a Jlunicipal Seal in England. 

T t  ,is l ~ n t  fitting tlmt. this ancieut Gnildlnall should c o n t a i ~ ~  some 
mcli~orial of tlie Great 1Ta1.. This it  has in the four flags of the 
l ) o ~ n i ~ ~ i o ~ i s  of Ca~lnda, Australia. Sew Zealand. and South Africa, wllich 
lia~rg ill the roof. These were preseintecl 11y the Gorenlmunts ill aclanon- 
leclgment of the l~ospitality cste~idecl by the ('ity to  t l~eir  troops during 
tlic Great T a r .  

llefore lcaving t h e  Guildhall,  t h e  BIa:ier of t h c  Lodge voiced the  thanks  
of t h e  Visitors t o  t h e  Mayor and Tow11 Clerk for  t h e  notable welcome accorded 
to them, and for t h e  hospitality which hacl 'seen received. 

After  a n  ear ly d inner ,  t h e  Visitors proceeded t o  t h e  home of Exeter  
Nasonry a t  FREEMASOXS' HALL, i n  Gaiidy S t ree t ,  where a Reception was held 
by the  Deputy Provincial Grand 3Iastcr on behalf of t h e  Province of Devonshire. 
Adjourning to t h e  LODGE ROON. t h e  capacity of which was somewhat taxed, t h e  
I leputy Provincial Grand Master ,  assisted by  other  P a s t  AIasters of S t .  J o h n  t h e  
Baptist Lodge No.  39,  gave a dernonstratiou of t h e  t radi t ional  Ceremony of 
Ini t ia t ion as worked i n  t h a t  ancient Lodge;  and  th i s  was followed by  t h e  
Ceremonies of Opening-in-full and  Closing-in-full a Board of Installed Masters. 
The visiting W.hIaster  a n d  others commented on t h e  remarkable eshibition of 
Nasonic skill given b y  t h e  Deputy  Provincial Grand  Mas te r :  and  a most 
interesting discussion followed on features  of thesr ancient ceremonies, i11 whic l~  
Bros. Golby. Curd.  Stokes. de Lafontaine.  Vibert  Cockrell, Dr ing ,  and others 
~ a r t i c i i ~ a t e d .  

Attent ion was directed t o  t h e  W a r r a n t ,  or more correctly " Deputation." 
under  which No. 39 is worked. This  is believed to be t h e  oldest existing uuder  
t h e  English Constitution, a n d  is dated 1732. The  magllificently carved 
Chippendale chairs used by  t h e  Master and Wardens  were also greatly admired. 

It was announced t h a t  all  t h e  visiting Brethren had  been elected Honorary 
1\Iembers of t h e  Alasonic Ins t i tu te  for  t h e  durat ion of their  visit. 

F r iday .  t h e  15 th ,  was devoted t o  a long d a y ' s  out ing over DARTMOOR 
and along t h e  SOUTII COAST OF DEVOX. Leaving t h e  Hote l  a t  a quarter  past nine 
o'clock ill t h e  morning.  about  seventy Brethren proceeded i n  motor coaches t o  
~IORETOSHAMPSTEAD, and  thence on t o  t h e  MOOR. where a divergence was made 
from the  main road for  t h e  purpose of inspecting t h e  pre-historic walled inclosure 
and h u t  circles a t  GRIMSPOUND. These were examined under  t h e  guidance of 
W.Bro.  Norman,  t h e  Master ,  who gave a short address. of which the  following 

. . 
is the gis t :  - 

G R n l S P O r S D  is pro1ml)ly a n  uiifinislied place of refuge of the late 
neolithic ancl early 1)ronze age. Tt has a circumference of fifteen hundrecl 
feet tlie mall coinsistiilg 01 graiiite 1)locli~ founcl on the spot. These are of 
various sizes many quite large: 1~luc1 t l ~ e  largest measlire as nlurh as 
tenr feet 1 ) ~  five by one foot, n-eighing from three to four tons. These 
itones i o ~ m  a n-all varying in width flmm ten to thirty-five feet, but 
nowhere more than five feet in height. The blorlts n-ere ~npparently laid on 
edge. and not iiiclisciimi~iatel $led one on another. At tlie widest part 



the n-all is cloul)le,. nit11 a. space l~.etn-ecn : and there is a. clirision of opiilio~~ 
:I:; to t l ~ e  esp lana t io~~ of t l~is .  Some co~~siclel- that  the space n-as meant 
to be filled np n-itli earth, ancl to have a. ~rooclen pnlisacling on the top. 
Others thi~ili  tha t  it n-ns dcsig~~ed to prevent n-ilcl animals from getting 
a t  cattle inside tlie pon~id, and also for purposes of defence ,against 
enemies. This part of the  all is on the lower side of the pound. ~vhich 
stands on a consideral~le slope. 'l'l~e only original entrance was a t  the 
higher part.  with an aspect of so11tl1-south-east. I t  is seven feet nide. 
and pavecl. At this p o i ~ ~ t  tlie \\?all is fourteen feet thick. and contains 
a. very large stone. 

On t.he north-east n spring arises. called Grimslake. This has been 
cwrried ul~rle~~ueatli  t l ~ o  et~circlhg wall, flows t111~ougll the norther11 portio~l 
of the pound. and emerges again th~~ougli  the i~ortli-west nall. t h m  
supplying n-a,ter for the iirliabita~~ts ancl t.lieir cattle. 

Witlun the enclos~irc are t l ~ e  leninins of tn-e~lty-one huts. more or 
less rn inou~.  These were all 11uilt nit11 stone I ) l ~ c l i ~ ,  like the n-all. 
Unlike the 1)eehire 1111ts oi Ireland and el-enhere. they n-ere never roofed 
in ~17itli stone, but vere plobably thatched with rushes supported by polei. 
The doo17rays two-and-a-half feet high, had inclii~ecl jambs n-ith n, flat 
capstone: and some of the huts were protected by- o~l te r  walling to  keep 
off the wiacl. In some ol tlie huts there are stone platforms from eight 
to  h e l v e  inches in height. forming seats 01. beds, ancl also remains of 
Ileil.rtlis and cooking holes. 

A great many flint i~nplements have heell found. mostly linives ancl 
scrapers, hut very fen- a~~t~on-l~ends or celts. Some remains of primitive 
I~and-made pottery have also heel1 discovered. I>llt very little in the m y  
of bronze articles. which at  this 1)eriod ~rould hare 1)een very valuable. 

The hut  circle5 ill Grimspound are only n few of many hundreds 
such icattered 01-el tlie wide espanse of D~al-tmoor n-hich in early days 
must hare hacl n 1nuc11 larger pop~dation than it has a t  present. 

R e t u r n i n g  to t h e  main road across t h e  Moor, t h e  well-known ~T'ARREN 
HOUSE ISN was passed. This  wayside hostelry has a peat  fire, \vhich has been 
burning for  more t h a n  a h ~ i n d r e d  years:  and i t  is  also reputed t o  dispense 
excellent bottled beer. Some disappointn~ent  was shown t h a t  t ime did not 
admit of a h a l t  h e r e ;  n o  doubt  t h e  peat fire would have excited absorbing 
interest. 

A couple of miles fu r ther  along a stop was made  to permit  inspection 
of t h e  so-called CYCLOPEAN BRIDGE a t  Postbridge. This  crosses t h e  River Dar t  
a few yards  below t h e  modern bridge on the  highway from Moretonhanlpstead 
to Princetown and  is t h e  largest and best lrl~own of several such ancient bridges 
on the  Lloor. locally known a s  " clapper bridges." It s tands :even feet above 
the river. a n d  has  a total  length of forty-seven feet.  There a r e  three spans. 
with a but t ress  on either bank of the  river, and  two piers rising out of the  
water. T h e  whole s t ructure is formed of unmortised grani te  boulders: and 
the  span consists of four  enormous slabs, oue a t  each end.  and  two side by  
side ill t h e  centre .  T h e  two largest of these a re  fifteen feet i n  length by  seven 
feet wide a n d  about  twelve inches in  thickness. and  they a re  estimated to 
weigh nearly eight  tons each. This bridge marks  t h e  site of one of t h e  ancient 
trackways over t h e  Moor. A s  to  i ts  age there is difference of opinion: b u t  
Rowe and other  good authorities consider i t  to  have been t h e  work of aboriginal 
Britons, though n o  doubt  often repaired i n  more recent times. - 

F o u r  miles fu r ther ,  and T w o  BRIDGES was passed. Some of t h e  par ty  
recalled t h e  luncheon i n  t h e  hotel here twenty-nine years previously. 

Short ly  af terwards TOR ROYAL was passed on t h e  lef t .  This  is the  
moorland f a r m  r u n  b y  H.R.H. t h e  Prince of Wales. a n d  belonging to the 
Duchy of Cornwall. 

A t  t h e  same t ime a ra ther  distant view of DARTMOOR PRISON was 
obtained on t h e  r igh t ,  and  the  Prison fa rm was passed. A s  this  was the  



dinner hour for the convicts, none of them were to be seen a t  work in the 
fields. 

Passing without a halt  through the village of PRIKCETOTVK, which stands 
a t  an elevation of fifteen liundred feet above sea level, the descent from the 
Moor on its western side was commenced. The route lay past the artificial 
lake at EURRATOR, from which the water supply of Ply~1louth is drawn. and 
thence through YELVERTON and CROWKHILL to PLYMOUTH. which was reached 
shoitly before half-past one o'clock. 

After full justice had been done to an excellent alld welcome 1~11cheou 
a t  the Duke of Cornwall Hotel in Plymouth, time was allowed for a stroll 
on the far-famed HOE.  with its striking nlenlorials to Drake and the Armada 
Victory. and its wonderful views of the Harbour and Plymonth Souid.  

Leaving Plymouth a t  three o'clock. the homeward journey was con1- 
menced. Travelliug by way of PI,Y&IPTOS. IVYBRIDGE, and SOUTH BREKT, the 
cars passed through the narrow streets of the ancient Parliamentary Borough 
of TOTNES, on the Dar t .  Unfortunately the time available did not perinit of 
a halt here: so tha t  only fieeting views could be obtained of the ruined Castle. 
the fine perpendicular Church. and the quaint old East  Gate. Another feature 
missed altogether was the Brutus Stone by the river side, which persistent 
local tradition asserts marks the spot on which Brutus landed in Britain after 
the Siege of Troy. 

A t  hdf-past  four o'cloclr PAIGNTON was reached, and a stoppage made 
for tea a t  Tleller's Suinnler Cafe on the Sea-front. From Paignton the coastal 
route was followed, skirting Torbay to TORQUAY, and thence by the 3larine 
h i v e  to ST. ~ I A R Y  CHURCH and SHALDOV. Crossing the estuary of the Teign 
by Shaldon Bridge, the route lay through TEIGKUOUTH, DATTLISII. and 
STARCROSS, to EXETER. the headquarters being reached within a few minutes 
of the scheduled time a t  half-past seven o clock. This punctuality bore testimony 
to the excellent discipline acquired by the viciting Brethren under the experienced 
leadership of Bro. Songhurst. 

While the party were climbillg afoot from the road to Grimspo~uld, a 
sample of Dartmoor mist passed overhead, but ,  fortunately. lasted only a few 
fninutes. Except for this. the weather was gloriously f im throughout the d a y :  
and nothing occurred to detract from a full appreciation of the nloorland and 
coastwise sceuery during the run  of nearly a 11-~~ndred and twenty miles. 

Dinner a t  the Hotel completed the day's  programme, and ' so to bed " : 
for i t  had been shrewdly and no doubt correctly foreseen, tha t  further enter- 
taininent w o ~ l d  be redundant after what had been accoinplished during the day. 

On Saturday, the 16t11, the morning and afternoon were devoted to 
esploration of the objects of interest in the City of Exeter. The Visitors 
arranged themselves in groups, which were shown rouild by Bros. J. Passmore. 
F. Austin. F. H .  Williams, Harbottle Reed. M.B.E. .  and T. H. Andrew. 

A t  the CATHEDRAL, the Rev. Canon BScLaren, Prebendary J .  F. Chanter. 
F.S.A..  and the Rev. H .  E. Bishop were in attendance, and conducted the 
various parties around as they urrived. The present fabric contains few traces 
of Saxon work. The Norman building was conlnlenced by William Warelast. 
nephew of the Conqueror, and Bishop of Exeter from A.D. 1107 to 1136. I11 

the thirteenth century BiLhops Bronescombe and Quivel carried out many of the 
alterations which survive to the present day. By then1 the two great towers 
were transformed into north and south transepts. and the  style of the edifice 
generally was converted from Norman into what is co~lsidered to be one of the 
most complete and perfect examples of Decorated Gothic in existence. The 
Library contains some priceless books and manuscripts, which were exhibited to 
those interested. I t  was noticed tha t  Bro. Dring, whose loss we so greatly 
mourn, got no further than  this Library:  and the Cathedral authorities are 
indebted to him for some invaluable information hc willingly offered then1 about 
certain volumes, the inlportance of which had perhaps hitherto not been fully 
appreciated. 



ROUGEMONT CASTLE and the CITY WALLS were built by King Athelstan. 
and later were strengthened by the Conqueror and King John. Until about 
a huudred years ago, the City gates were still intact, as a t  York to-day; but 
they were regarded as a hindrance to the development of the City, and were 
accordingly removed to the great satisfaction of the citizens of tha t  day. 
Probably but a snlall proportion of present-day Exoaians realize tha t  five-sixths 
of the City walls are still standing, though parts of them are hidden behind 
more recent structures. 

THE GUILDHALL and its associations are described in the Town Clerk S 

address on a previous page. 
ST. NICI-IOLAS PRIORY, in I\lint Lane, was founded by William the 

Collqueror in A.D.  1080, and granted to the Benedictine Order. It was long 
the most prominent of the religious houses in the City. The principal features 
surviving are the vaulted Norman undercroft, the kitchen, and the  guest hall. 
After the suppression of the Priory in 1535, a part of the building was occupied 
by William Hurs t ,  who was five tinies Mayor of Exeter. and at  one time Member 
of Parliament for the City. I-Iis initials with the stalked Tudor rose are 
conspicuous among the  plaster decorations. The shaft of an ancient Saxon crocs. 
which formerly stood in the precincts of the Priory. has been recovered and re- 
erected in the  Courtyard. 

Of the  very numerous old Parish Churches in the City the most interesting 
is ST. MARY ARCHES. with its double arcade of Norman pillars. I t  was long 
associated with the Mayors of Exeter. and contains monuments to several of 
them well worthy of inspection. 

STEPCOTE HILL,  in the West Quarter, is one of the most picturesque 
features of the old City. For artistic and archaeological reasons i t  may be 
deplored that  its ancient dwellings are likely soon to be swept away to make 
room for more ~ a n i t a r y  habitations. 

The COMMON HALL of the ancient College of Vicars Choral stands in South 
Street. It was rebuilt in the fifteellth century. and its walls are panelled with 
beautiful linenfold carving. 

I n  Fore Street is the TUCKERS' HALL,  still belongillg to the Incorporated 
Conlpany of Tuckers, Weavers, and Shearmcn, chartered in 1490. and the last 
of Exeter's ancient Craft Gilds. The Hall was built in 1471 and was divided 
into two stories in the sixteenth century. Prior to the acquisition of their 
present Masonic premises, in Gandy Street, about fifty years ago. Tuckers' Hall 
was the home of the Exeter Masonic Lodges for many years. A few well-known 
Brethren, including Bros. John Stocker, Henry Stocker. and W. R.  Lisle, who 
are happily still with us. were initiated in Tuckers' Hall .  

Exeter is richly endowed with charities and almshouses. The most 
picti~resque of the latter is WYNARD'S HOSPITAL. in Magdalen Road, founded 
by William Wynard.  Recorder of Exeter, in 1430. The dwellings of local red 
stone are built round a quadrangle with a Chapel on the south side. 

Scattered throughout the City there are many well preserved examples 
of Tudor and Jacobean domestic architecture. Among these may be mentioned 
NOLL S COFFEE HOUSE, in the Cathedral Yard. This is traditionally associated 
with Sir Francis Drake and his fellow Sea Captains, who are said to have met 
in the room over the  present shop when organizing their resources against the 
threatened attack of the Spanish Armada in 1588. A few doors off is the 
DEVON AND EXETER IKSTITUTION with its well-known library. This was formerly 
the town house of the Courtenay Family. Not far  off, in a back street. is 
BAMPFPLDE HOUSE which has some good ceilings and glass. The oak-panelled 
' APOLLO ROOM ' a t  Xessrs. Bobby's, Nos. 25 and 26. High Street, has a very 

fine plaster ceiling dated 1695. This was formerly the Coffee Room of the 
New I n n ,  and was a favourite meeting place of the Exeter Masonic Lodges 

in the eighteenth century. 
The Royal Albert Xemorial BIuceum, the many Hospitals and Institutions. 

the rniversl ty College Buildings, and other public edifices are of comparatively 
recent erection, and are. therefolr, of no special inteiest to archzologists. 









Exeter : The Guildhall. 



On S a t u r d a y  even ing ,  a f t e r  d i n n e r ,  t h e  M a s t e r  a n d  vis i t ing  B r e t h r e n  of 
t h c  Q u a t u o r  Corona t i  L o d g e  were  " At H o m e  " t o  local  l\lasolis i n  t h e  B a l l  R o o m  
of t h e  R o u g e m o n t  H o t e l .  A gene ra l  i nv i t a t i on  w a s  issued to t h e  n ~ e m b e r s  of 
t h e  s ix  C r a f t  Lodges  ineeti i ig i n  E x e t e r  t o  a t t e n d  f o r  " Conversa t io i i  a n d  
a p p r o p r i a t e  Re f re shmen t . "  Needless t o  say ,  t h e r e  was  n o  lack  of e i t h e r :  a n d  
a l a rge  n u m b e r  of local  B r e t h r e n  s p e n t  a v e r y  en joyab le  a n d  nlcniorable evening 
a s  Guests  of t h e  Lodge .  

D u r i n g  t h e  course  of t h c  proceedings t h e  fo l lowing p a p e r  was  r e a d  b y  
E r o .  Lionel  V i b e r t .  A . G . D . C . ,  o n  ' E a r l y  F r e e m a s o n r y  i n  E s e t e r  " * :- 

1~GSETER. i n  JIasonry. takes us llaclr a s  f.a.r as  anyone cm1 t ake  
t11c Craf t  in Eng la~ i i l :  I~eca i~se  we know t h a t  t h e  walls were built by 
.ithelstan, ancl from the  times of t h e  earliest 8laso11ic documents lie has 
ever been recognised a s  a patron of Alnsons who first in this country 
gave t l ~ e n ~  a C'liarter. J Iay  l quote from William of 3lalmesb11ry on the  
sul~ject  oi' Exeter  iu t h e  days of , i the ls tan?  

" Owing t o  t he  magnificence of t h e  city,  tlie opnlence of its in11al)itaiits 
and t l ~ c  co11st:lnt resort of str:~ngelx, evcrg liinmd of nierclianilise is 
there  so a l~nndai i t .  t h a t  nothing is wanting n-hie11 can conduce to  
1lu111an con~fort ."  

Good Hrother Miilliam must.  I t l~ in l r .  ha re  come here ~ i t h  some 
monastic precursor of :L Q.C. Outing. 

It is necessary t o  1;eep in mind t l iat .  long lwfore Athelstan's days. 
Eseter  was n city of in~portance.  When lie coniposed the  code Icnon.11 
as t he  . T i r t l i c i t r  of t h e  city of I,ondon, i t  was fonnded on previous c ~ ~ a c t -  
mc l~ t s ,  O I I C  of which Iiad Ileen d~ .an -~>  up n,t Ese t e r .  Oue o f  thc  o ~ l g  fonr 
Atlglo-Snson Gilds. whose statutes have come down t o  us. was in E s e t e r :  
tlic others heing a t  C'anil~ridgc and Al)l~otsl~iiry.  and a t  1Toodl)ul-y o11ly 
a. f'ew miles fro111 Exeter  itself. Bisliop Osllert of Exeter  and his C ' a i ~ o ~ ~ s  
wi.tpc ~ n e ~ t ~ l l e r s  of t h e  Woo'dl~urg Gild. and 1~1th l~odics n-ere clearly religioi~s 
fr:lternities. At  Exeter  t h e  Gild comes t o  t h e  assistance of ,a.ny 111~tlle1. 
whose house is 1)urnt down. Another provision in i ts  laws is worthy of 
reference: " If any of tllis l~rotlierlioocl misgreet n~lotl ier .  let him n~alce 
hoot v i t h  30 pence." A heavy penalty. d g a i ~ ~ .  l h - e r .  Gloucester. and 
Exetcl. a re  t h e  only e san~p le s  of tlie place of mee t i~ ig  being spolren of as 
the  Ciiltl Hall  11efore t h e  th i r teenth  centluy.  The present s t r l ~ c t m e  here 
is n!:lirily a ~ , e c o n i t n ~ c t i o n  of 1390. replacing one t l~tat  11ad been Imon-n 
as tile Gild Hall  more than  100 gears earlier. From tlie :lags of 
I':tln.:~rd T I .  t o  those of 1Sdwa1d IT7.. Ese t e r  was fro111 t ime to t i~ l le  a 
staple t ,onn with all t h e  mercantile ilnport:~nce t h a t  t l ia t  implies. I n  t he  
s e v c ~ ~ i t e e ~ ~ t h  century i t  Ii,ad i ts  own Association of > l c rc l~an t  Advent11rer.s. 
trnding t o  France.  

The Exeter  Gilds a r e  of particulais iniportance in tlie history of 
English mnnicipal insti tutions:  l ~ u t  t h a t  is n mat t e r  t l iat  lies outside our 
present suhject. The Gilds of Bakers. Glovers. and Tucliers are  mentioned 
in t h e  fifteenth celitnry, t he  Tl~clrers l~e ing  tlie persons m-110 " tuclred " t he  
cloth. cloth-finishers, or fullers. The TVeavers. Sheremen, and Tuclrers 
were granted  n Char ier  in 1479. The Ciarpenters. Masons. Joiners. a ~ i d  
Glaziers and Painters  were inco~yornteil  in 1886: and the i r  coat of al-111s 
in tliu present Giilcl Hall  is dated 1602. Of individual gild masons 1 have 
no record : nevertheless, we can he qnitc certain t h a t  tlie city records. 
if carefdly  setarclied. would reveal t h e  llames and other particulars of 
nially individnal craftsmen. for tlie city must  from an early date  Ilave 



been able to find occupation for them. The Fabric Rolls give us  a few 
names in  connection with t he  Cathedral and other details of in'terest. 
Of these a full transcnipt w s  completed by t h e  late Sir  W. H. St .  John 
Hope. and this is now ill t h e  I i a ~ ~ d s  of Professor Ilmnilton Thonlson with 
a view t o  early publication. Tn-o Ese t e r  authors of t h e  last  century. 
1)r. Oliver and Canon Fi.ecinan, made extensire use or them in the i r  works 
on t h e  Catl~eclral and t h e  Bishops, and pave copious extracts from them. 
Bu t  the i r  conclnsions m e  not nonr accepted, as  i t  is clear t h a t  in many 
cases they inisread t h e  liolls ancl n~is~understoocl t hem;  and the i r  technical 
architectural  linowledge n-as not sufficient t o  prevent them coming to  very 
erroneous conclusions ,as t o  t h e  clntes of t h e  various par ts  of t h e  fabric. 
I n  1922 t h e  Rev. H .  E .  Bisl~op and Bliss Pr ideans  pul)lished a ~vorli. 
The B~tiLclinq of the Crcfhctl~~tl ( ' h ~ c ~ c h  of S t .  I ' c t ~ r  i n  E ~ e t e ~ . ;  nncl t h e  
notes ' tha t  follow a r e  l~ascd on C a ~ ~ o n  Freeman's work and this,  as  also on 
Thr: il1ctlicr:vnl Iftriltlcr t r r i t l  11;s Illctl~otls. 11y J1r. Pranais Andrews, of 
B i r n ~ i n g h a n ~ .  

The Rolls extend i'ron~ 1279 to  1614. t h a t  lis to  say.  they cover t he  
whole period of t he  Decorntcd work and 11ear1y ~nll t h e  Perpendicular. 
B u t  they are  vevy i~~conlple te ,  :lud are  oftell missing for sereral  years in 
snrcession. A cc r t a i~ l  a ~ n o ~ u ~ t  oi' Caen stone was used in the  building. 
and some ol' t l ~ e  glass c.ulne 1'1.0111 l toncn:  h u t  t l ~ e  grea ter  pa r t  of the  
stone ancl glass is ICnglisl~. c1.s ~vcll as t h e  t inil~ec.  al though there is 
mention of Rsigel I )o ;~~ds .  i . c . .  sanll oak t i m l ~ e r  i'~.oin l<iga  in t h e  Baltic. 
a n  item wllich we also 111ect wit11 a t  York.  The nallles of t h e  worlm~eu 
a ro  all E ~ ~ g l i s l l ,  a ~ d  i~~tleecl 1)evon or Somerset, escept for D ionys i~~s  
G;lhriel. \v110 111;ltle the  wreells O F  tlio 'l'ower C'.ll;~l)els. Thc bosses of the  
Presbyteiy were carrctl I]?;  J lastec \\.illic~n~ of' Alo~ltacute near Teoril, and 
a portixit  Iiend c:r~.vctl (111 t h e  \rcstcrllmost c,orllel 011 t l ~ e  south side of the  
C'lioir, whicll i . c ~ ~ ~ . c s e ~ ~ t s  a n ~ a s t e ~  c ~ x f t s n r a ~ i  of t he  period, may with mnch 
prol~al~i l i ty  I I ~  consitle~wl to  Ile Iiis. This is olle of several nndonl~ted 
portraits  anlong the  nlalry rarvcd l ~ e a d s  ill t h e  Cat11etlna.l. Tn 1:311 Master 
Willin111 of Schoverivillc. Jlnstev ~ ~ i a s o n  of Salisllury. c:lnle ancl gave expert 
advice 011 tlle \\o~,li ill progress ill tlle ( 'l~oii,. Jl;lstcr Jo1111 of Glastonbury 
had come j l ~ s t  previol~sly to more t l ~ c  ('hair stall3 i ~ ~ i o  the i r  ilew position 
from the  old I\'orlnail CIl~oir. 'I'lle 13ishop's Throne was erected 11y hlaster 
T l~omas  of \l'~iiic~l~ester. 'I'lris all sllons how t l ~ c  c ~ ~ f t s i n e n .  \vhether inasolls 
o r  carpenters.  \\.ere i l l  t o ~ ~ c h  with one nnoiher over ;L ~vicle area a t  this 
period, allcl I ~ c l l ~ s  11s t o  appreciate c o n t e m p o : r  con.ditions. 

The large central  figures of t h e  ovigii~al ltcredos xe1.e carved by a 
London sculptor. The Nave, as  a-c see i t ,  is t h e  \\.orli of i\laster Thomas 
of Wit tenhay.  \v110 was followed 11y Master Robelk Lesynghan~.  nlio had 
two Freemasons under him. l3nt t h e  actual  word Freemason is not found 
in  t h e  Rolls till 1306. I n  1374 we have an  ent ry  of la payment to  t h e  
warden of t h e  new house in Calentl;~rhay, called Tracyng Hous,  and this is 
evidently a place se t  apa r t  for t h e  d r a ~ i n g  of t h e  designs of ~ ( J l ' l i  ill 
progress. It will hc reineinl~cred t h a t  a t  P o r k  in 1389, two tracing 
hoards a r e  ~nent ioned.  Here in 1377 there  is noted a purchase of a 
pmchinent for t h e  inaster for s e t t i ~ ~ g  o u t  t h e  design of t h e  new Cloister 
and again  rin 1389 a skill is bought for t h e  ~ o r l i i n g  clran-ings of t h e  Eas t  
Window. J o h n  Cornwayle. 1~'reemason ( Ia thom~is) .  is specially scnt t o  
select t h e  stone for th is  norli 1mx1 superintend i t s  t ranspor t .  

I n  1405 the re  is protided a running bar  for t h e  door of t he  Lodge 
a t  a cost of 5d., which implies a substnntial piece of t iml~e r .  and shows 
t h a t  t h e  Lodge was no open shed I ~ n t  a strictly tyled room. Then n e  find 
t h a t  t h e  Dean and Chapter proride gauntletted gloves, and  t h e  t e s t  of 
t h e  Rolls affords t h e  esplanation wliy they were furnisl~ecl nhic11 is, t h a t  
t h e 7  n e r e  nsed in  smffold norlt t o  protect  t he  hands from sp l in t e~s .  



The authors  of The Uuildinu of E m f c r  C'uthetlrctl have I~een able 
t o  explain how t h e  Organ Scrcen, wl~icll forlns so conspicuous a feature of 
t h e  interior, came t o  be constructed. The exigencies of tlle vaulting in 
t he  new Cholir b r o u g l ~ t  t h e  nesternmost pier short  of t h e  t rue  line of t h e  
T ~ a n s e p t  crossing. The architect, t h e r e f o ~ e ,  inserted a very short bay 
with a u  arch of only 2 t t .  6in. span, and  t h e  additional pier gave him his 
alignment. B u t  t h e  space thus  provided h e  filled in  wit11 tlle Screen or 
Pulpyte.  a i  i t  used t o  be callecl. There is no ground for attr ibuting i t  
to  foreign vorltmen or for looking on t h e  Screen itself as foreign in 
inspiration. 

I n  1424 we meet with John Harvy.  Freemason ; Gould gives t h e  
name erroneously as  Harry .  I n  1426 we have Unlfigy, and in  the  n e s t  
year Harvy and  J o h n  Wrolston, Fleemasons-the actual  word is now used- 
are  sent t o  ge t  stone from t h e  quarries a t  Beer. Bu t  t he  Fabric Ilolls 
gcneially, while giving much detail a s  t o  payments ancl as  to  t he  act11al 
structure,  do not  give us any information about tlie internal affairs of t h e  
Lodge. so f a r  as  can be judged from t h e  ext rac ts  hitherto made public. 
The lull transcription of them,  when pl~blished. d l  no doubt give us many 
more details of importance for our special purpose. 

B u t  before leaving t h e  Cathedral T nonlcl n ish  t o  refer t o  one more 
point in counection with it. The late TV. Bro. Tllonlas Andrew, t he  father 
ol Blo. T. H .  Anclrem nllo is nit11 us  to-night. was Mayor of Exeter i n  
1881 and a keen a rc l i~o log i s t ,  as well as  a Craft  Royal Arch, and RIarli 
Jlason. H e  usecl t o  say t h a t  every manual sign he  knew in Masonry could 
be identified in t h e  a t t i tndes  of t he  effigies on t h e  IVest Front .  That  tlle 
Craftsmen introcluced esoteric references in this nmnner into their work mill 
he a n  idea familiar t o  1)retliren froni Pcterljorougli and several other places. 

One more name has come d o x n  t o  11s; from 1607 t o  1512. J o h n  
Carter.  Jo rge  Alalier, Freeniason of Exeter ,  n-as employed making a George 
for tlie C11l11,ch of Croscomlie, near 1Vells.l This cllurch n-as re-edified by 
t h e  then opnlent wool-merchants. and they paid for tlie work t h e  large sum 
ol £27 11s. 8d. Assuredly this art ist  and many others XI-ould have their  
names on record in t h e  city archives; they only want loolring for. 

We I I O W  have t o  cross tlie gap t h a t  al\\.ays occurs in our history a t  
this point ,  and  talie up  t h e  Graft again when i t  reappears in Exeter as  
G r a ~ ~ d  Loilgo Freemasonry: and we must  l e i n e m l ~ ~ r  t h a t  in No. 39 we 
have, t o  quote  Hnghan 's  description, t h e  oldest continuous Provincial 
Lodge in England, all t he  I d g e s  c l~ar tered  in t h e  1'1ovinces before i ts  
advent h n v i ~ ~ g  collal~sed. I t  was constitnted j k 1 . t  t h e  Kcm Inn on July  11. 
1732. This Lodge, Anchol- O S  Hope a t  H o l t o ~ ~ .  No. 37 : Royal Cunihcrlancl 
a t  Ba th ,  No. 4 1 :  and Rellief', Bury,  now KO. 42. all possess as  the i r  
authority t o  meet.  not  J T a r r a ~ ~ t s .  ljnt Tlepnt:ltions: and these are  tlie only 
four now cxtall t  of I'orty-sewn such d o r ~ ~ m e n t s  rec.ordec1 in t h e  1738 B0016 
o f  C o n s t i t u f i o n s ,  th is  a.t Exeter  I~eing t h e  oldest of t h o  four. Bro. Carter 
lias recently deal t  with t h e  wliole q ~ ~ e s t i o n  very fully in t h e  Lodge, and I 
need not  I I O W  go into i t .  You have seen tlle origil~al document in Gandy 
St ree t .  B u t  it, may 11e pointed out  t h a t  t h e  Greek mot to  of tlie coat of 
arms on t h e  seal is  E n  Arc.he 611 H o  Logos: 111 tlie I~eginning was tlie 
JVoid: and the  significance of t h a t  as  t l le  nott to of Or~r~nd  Lodge in 1732 
and l733 is consideral~le. I t  sngpests t h a t  there  were already associations 
wit11 ideas, which were Inter on to  he developed in tlle 1t.A. Degree. A t  

From t h e  cll~uclln.a~dens'  acconnts, q n o t ~ l  in t h e  A~chaloyicnl  
.Tourrctrl, Septeml~er .  1004. T i i t l e  reference a t  ' 4 :P .C.  sviii., 52. But  I 
am unable t o  say wlrnt a l '  George or " Jo rge  may be. The term is 
n~~ l inon-n  to Brittoll i l ~ d  Fergl~son.  and is not  t o  he folund in  either Wright 
or t he  N.E.1). B!lt 1"erguson has a, note 011 t h e  unusnally fine choir screeu 
a t  C'roscoml~e; thas may possibly be t h e  work in question. 



Grand Lodge 011 27 l)eceinber, l7:36. Rro. Ihyliss reported t h a t  lie had 
visited tlie I d g e s  a t  I3ntli, Bristol. :111d Exeter  : and Iic brought up their 
charity eoiltributicns. 1j:xeter's I~ciiig n guinca ancl a half. For  this.  
Aiidersoii tells us, a let ter  of thanlis v a s  ordered t o  be sent thein for their 
l~a i~dsoi i ie  l~elieficeiice. 4 t  the  snmo meeting the i r  By-Laws n-cre read for 
some reasoll which does not non- :ippear : iiiiilerson calls thein " curious." 
I a111 mfrnid they have not Ijeen pr~eserved. The official record is t h a t  tliey 
were directed to  be read,  wliicli was done accordingly t o  tlie satisfaction 
01' t he  S o c i e t ~ .  .L car1 throw no l~iglit oil tlre incident. 

I n  1754. when the  Constitutioirs n-ere under revision. t~venty-one,  or 
perliaps t~venty-two, couiltry Lodgcs n-ere erased for ~ i o ~ i c o n f o ~ m i t ~ g  with 
tlie laws. ~ l i ~ i c l i  meant  in practice not sending u p  their  snl)scriptions t o  
t h e  Chai.ity Fund.  The TJoclge a t  t he  New I1111 was one of them. Every 
single one of thein stayed erasetl a.nd perished except t he  Loclge a t  t he  
New I n n  and one o ther ,  a Lodgo a t  Shre~rsbury  n-liicli was again erased 
wi th i~ l  sixteen years, tlris t ime for good. n u t  i t  is ~ i o w  qui te  clear tha t .  
erasure or 110 erasure,  t he  Lodge a t  t he  S e w  L1111 contiilued t o  meet :  and 
in  1759 i t  was restored t o  t h e  Iloll nfter i t  had presented tn-o guineas to  
tlie Crailcl Lodge Cliarity Fund,  I J I I ~  was now niade t o  rank junior t o  t h e  
Loclge last  constituted. with t he  1111ml)er 230. 111 l770 a t  tlie re-nunlber- 
ing ,  i t  was ,nllon.ecl t o  rallli i ~ e x t  ai'ter all others const i t~ i ted  in i ts  origiiial 
year of foulidatiou. 1732, and give11 t h e  nninljer 48. I t s  actual  number a t  
t h e  t ime according t o  str ict  seniority I\-ould have heell 44. To-day i t  is i n  
colisequence 30 illstead .ol' 37. \vllic.lt is t he  nllml~er of A~lclior of Ilope, 
Bolton. coiistitutecl 23 October. 1732. The present 38 is a n  Antieirt Lodge. 
a t  Chichester. 

When Hope wrote his History of t h e  Lodge, t,llere were no minutes 
J;no~rn t o  exist of earlie1 da t e  t11:\11 1777. 111 t h e  T,ifc c ~ ~ l t l  Bio~rtrj) l ty of 
.-lntlre~o I l r i c e ,  a relereur.e is  n ~ : ~ t l o  t o  a. 1 l i nn te  Booli covering tlie period 
l757 t o  1760. as  in existence in 1888, es t rac ts  from wliich v-ere fiumislied 
t o  t h e  aiitlior by Bro. J .  Jernian.  Tlie actual  t e s t  of tlie referellcc is:- 

According t o  a inii l~lte lmcllr (Sor tlic exaini i~at io i~  of n.liicll I am 
indehted t o  tlie Irilldness oi' 311.. l .  Jei,inan) .\. 13rice is i.ecoided as 
tlie contiiil~ous ni:~stcr of tlio I d g e  I)et\veen Ju ly .  1757. and Koveiii- 
her,  1760. aiid lreld tliat office probably for ;L rii~rcli longer period. 
Tlie sainic l~oolr co~~t~:ri i is  scvcl,al 1)roofs of t he  est;iin:~tioil ill wliicli he 
was held l)!; tlie I)rethrei~.  

I t  is most gratifying to  11e a l ~ l c  to  rccord t l ia t .  since this paper was 
oripinnlly read.  Bro. 'l'.. H. r \ ~ t d ~ ' c \ ~ ,  with this clue t o  Iielp hiin, has 
recovered what n.o~iltl i ~ p l m ~ r  t o  l ~ e  tlie illissing 1Iinnt.e Book. but i t  
actually covers tlie period 12 J111y. 1757, t o  18  I)ecenil~ei~. 1750. with a 
single ent ry  dated 13 illarch. 1764. Tlie payment of t h e  tn-o guineas 
n-liicli was t h e  price of rci~rstateiiletlt is duly recorded on 16 January .  1750. 
Tlie reinsi: l te~neni was cll'ected O I I  5 Fe1,rn:lry. 

This Bra.  n1.ic.e was tlie Souider of Exet,er journalism, and also the  
anthor  of n (>rancl Cnzetteei.. \vliic.li purports t o  be a topograpliical nccouat 
of tlie wl~ole nor1.d. A t  tlie t ime of his death  on 7 November. 1773, he  
\v:ls t h e  oldest 3lasoll in Exeter.  His  remains lay in s tn tc  in tlie Apollo 
l loom,  and t h e  pul~,lic paid a Ldill ing a head t o  rien- tllcin, to  clef~xy tlie 
cost of t h e  funeral. 'l'liis Apollo Room was a t  t h e  S e w  I n n .  ~vhicli had 
been erected in t he  fifteenth ceil t~lry.  The Loclge me t  there ,  and i t  n.as 
for a long t ime  ~ i sed  as a. Clot11 Exchange ; i t  still exists a t  No. 25. High 
St ree t .  A t  t h e  fuiieral 200 meml~crs  of various Lodges in t h e  neighhour- 
hood wallred in processiorl f ~ o m  tho h-en- Inn ,  Ijut t h e  actual  site of t he  
grave is no1r 1ii1lrnon.n. An epitapli. t h a t  was suggested at tlie ti.nie, if 
not  actu.nlly inscribed 011 airy stolle. deserves t o  he recorded:- 











Here  lies Andrew Brice. t he  old Exeter  pr in ter .  
\\'hose life lengthened out  t o  t h e  depLh of i ts  winter. 
Of his l ~ r e t h r e n  masonic Ilo tool< his h s t  leave, 
Inviting them all t o  a Lodge a t  his grave : 
JVho t o  shorn their  respect and ol~edience came 11ither. 
0 r  ra ther  t he  moh and t h e  masons together.  
Slung a hymn t o  his praise in :L fnneral  tone.  
B u t  disliking his loclging, re tnrn 'd  t o  the i r  own. 

Of t h e  Lodge itself dnr ing this period very l i t t le is a t  present lillo\\n 
(hut we m~ay now expect .to learn more Sroni t h e  newlydiscovered records). 
Bu t  a s  late as  1803 there  was a 3laster 's  Lodge a t  n-orli which kept distinct 
l f inutes  of i t s  proceedings. It very proha1)ly came into esistel~ce soon af ter  
the  Lodge itself was ronsti tnted.  I t s  l l in l i tes  from l777 are  extant ,  hilt 
i t  was practically dormant  from 1785 unti l  1809. when i t s  sepnrate existence 
t e rn~ ina t ed  a f t e r  two .more meetings. It n-as ono of t h e  latest J las ter ' s  
Lodges t o  survive. H u g l ~ a n ' s  account of i t  n.ill he found in ;l.Q.C. vii. 
Hope has one allusion t o  a French Prisoner,  n11o a c t 4  as  Outer Guard t o  
the  Lodge on one occasion: h u t  there nonld not seem t o  have 11eei1 any 
great  n n m l ~ e r  of them here. They had the i r  own Lodges a t  Plyniouth. 
Tiverton, and Wincanton. 

'rhe n e s t  Lodge to  be founded in Exeter  is now a t  Plymouth. S t .  
John's Lodge founded o n  21 March, 1759. ljy t h e  Antients as a military 
Loilgc. It ~n ig ra t ed  in 1828, and  is now No. 70. Then comes S t .  George's 
L d g e .  now S o .  112, warranted on Janua ry  20. 1762, and granted a 
Centenary JVarrant with a special jewel ill 1862. I t s  original number was 
260, and  i t  me t  0rigin:~lly a t  t h e  Half Moon I n n  in t he  High Street .  
This w.as a t ime of consicleral~le Jlasonic art ivity in t h e  city. as another 
modern T,oclge was consti tuted in tho n e s t  year ; i t  me t  a t  the  Seven Stars.  
Bridge End.  S t .  Thornas t h e  Apost,le. hu t  i t  only lived s is  years. The list 
of snl~scril)ers t o  t he  1760 edition of Wellins Calcott 's  C'crndid Disquisition 
includes five l ~ r e t h r e n  from t h e  Amicable Loclge. Ese t c r .  At  il.(,).C. x sx . .  
206, t h e  late Bro. Cl~ar les  Cough gave masons for identifying this with 
t he  Lodge a t  t he  Seven Stars.  W i a t  Tho. (iough did succeed in establish- 
ing> was t h a t  two of these su1)scril)ers were initiated in t h e  Union Lodgc. 
t o  \vhicli J refer later on.  011 xoven~lxr  18, 1766. and then  proreedcd. with 
others, t o  consti tute t h e  Lodge a t  t h e  White H m t .  Solltli S t ree t ,  t h a t  
came in l769 t o  he k n o ~ n  as t h e  Ship Afasters' Lodge. !Plierc is no other 
record of this nmne dni iccrblc:  i t  might possil~ly have been an  earlier 
name for t h e  Lodge a t  t h e  X'11ite H a r t .  Ilut,. in t h e  absence of any list of 
memljers 0 1  t h e  Lodge a t  t he  Seven Sttws. no conclusion can he co~nle t o  
either nay .  The Antients chartered another military Lodge in  l771 a t  
t h e  Castle I n n ,  which lapsed in 1793. of. which n o t l ~ i n g  non- appears t o  be 
1inon.n. There was yet  nnother in t h e  'l'liird Dragoons ill 1806, ~ h i c l i  n.as 
transferred from t h e  Fi rs t  Royal Lancs. l l i l i t i a :  hu t  t he  Colonel refused 
t o  allow t l ~ e  Lodge t o  meet,  so t he  n.arrant n-as passed on to the  North 
Han t s  llilitia. a t  Faln iout l~ .  The last  of t he  Antlient Riilitary Lodges in 
Excter.  t11;llt i n  t h e  Fi rs t  15ast Devon hliliti~a.. met  11cr.e from 1781 t o  1794. 
It n.:~s in t h e  county again from 1799 t o  1806, spellcling a short periocl n t  
Exeter  a t  t he  3lermaid Tavern during 1803. It came back in 1817, 1v11en 
i t  met a t  t he  Golden Ball i n  J h y  Arches St ree t .  It is of interest  t o  us  
to-clay, as Snmuel Stoclter. t h e  grandfa ther  of W. Bro. J o h n  Stoclrer. t he  
present I leputy Provincial Grand Master.  was init iated in i t  in 1805. J t  
n-as erased in 1835. A Modern Military Lodge met  a t  t he  G!ol)e i a  1783. 
t h a t  in t h e  Second Devon Militia. but  i t  was transferred t o  Barnstaple in 
t h e  same year.  It ceased t o  ~ o r l i  in 1807. The only other r intient Lodge 
w,ns Chosen Friends.  founded in 1803: i t  migrated t o  S t a r  Cross ill 1824 
(not 1825 a s  given ill Lane ) .  and n a s  emsed four  years later.  I have 
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already referred t o  t h e  Ship 3laster5, a 3loclern Lodge constituted 1766. 
which niet a t  tho  White H a l t  i n  South S t r e e t ;  i t  s ~ ~ r v i v e d  till 1791. I n  
1766 t h e r e  was also coilstitntecl t h e  Union Lodge, t o  meet a t  t h e  Globe. 
It \ras elased in  1799. 1)ut its Minutes are still ex tant .  and our W.31. in 
his i n a u g u l d  address t o  t he  Loclge gave us several extracts from them. 
It was reniarlral~le as  being liniiitecl i n  membership t o  tn-enty-four, all 
gentleinen of connty s t a ~ d i n g ,  and Imaily \\-ere ciistingnished men, as  
a n ~ o n g  i t s  members we1.e a Bishop of Korn-ich. a Bbsliop of Peterl~orough. 
and  Colonel Simcoe, initiated December 7. 1773, t h e  first Governor of 
Upper Canada. who foun'ded t h e  first regular Lodge a t  Toronto in 1792. 
H e  died a t  Exeter  i n  1798. and his body, escorted by country gentlemen 
mount.e? and carrying torches, left his house in  t h e  Close a t  inidnight for 
Wolford. where he  is buried. H i s  n~onumen t  by  Flaxinan is i n  t h e  South 
Aisle of t h e  Cathedral. The Loclge n-as ,also nlainly instrumental  in 
bringing a.bout t h e  foimxtion of' i l ~ e  Provincial Grancl Lodge of Devon in 
1776. 'The n e s t  Lodge is Semper Fidelis i n  1869, and t h e  remaining three 
a r e  of da tes  1807, 1914, and 1020. The way in n-hich t h e  intervals 
he tneen ihe  dates of constitution get  shorter and shorter is a sufficient 
indication t h a t  Masonry in Exeter  tc-day is not merely flourishing but 
increasing. Long may i t  do so. 

The earliest record 1t.A.  Chapter in t h e  city is Resolution KO. 20 
in t h e  1813 list of t h e  Supreme Chapter. chartered in 1782. W h a t  became 
of th is  Chapter 1 have not ascertained; brit i t  n-as a Jlodern Chapter. 
ancl must therefore h a r e  draw11 its  menil~ership from either Lodge KO. 30 
or No. 112, t h e  only Jlodern Lodges a t  ~vor l i  i n  t h e  city both in  1782 ancl 
1813. B n t  before t h e  Union there  n-as not ,  among the  i\loderns, our 
present s~rstein mherel~y :L Cllaptc~. is closely associat.ec1 with a specific Loclge, 
a.nc1 tends t o  recruit i t s  mein1,)ers only from certain definite Lodges. The 
Chapter at tached t o  S t .  Georgo was constituted in  1822, and  unt~il quite 
recent yews  would seem t o  have been t h e  only Chapt,er i n  t h e  city af ter  
lZeso lu t iun  ceased t o  ~ o r l i .  I n  ITebruary. 1776. four visitors are  recorded 
a t  Grand Chapter from t h e  Chapter n t  Exeter .  so t h a t  i t  is clear t h a t  t h e  
degree was n-orlied here as  a separate orgairization long before any body of 
bre thren  felt  called on t o  apply lor a Chapter \Va.rrant. [The recently 
discovered Minute Book contaills :III en t ry ,  on  6 J anua ry .  1769. t h a t  i t  was 
proposed I)y t h e  1l..W. Rlaster t o  " rise " t h r ee  bre thren  t o  t he  " Degree 
of Arch blasters." Tlte proposal was not adopted. but  t h e  entry is 
evicle~ice of t he  degree I~eing I~IIOIYII .  and.  it T T O I ~ C ~  seem, worked in t h e  
Lodges in Uevo l~  a t  this early tln~~te.] Ilevon was one of Dunckerley's 
Provinces in t h e  1I.A.. 11ei11g lo r~ned  in 1780. 

With  regard t o  t he  31al.1.; Ilcgree. Rro. T. H. Andrew has  found 
references t o  i t  as being worlietl iin tlie Loclges a century ago. Devol~ 
was. in fac t ,  t he  first Province of' t h e  J[arl; Degree in England, but  t h a t  
n n s  not  till 1858. There a r e  also reasolls for I~elieving t h a t  tlie Antient 
Lodges before 1813 wero working t h e  K.T. and Rose C'rois: t h e  Exeter 
Preceptory is No. 14'. T i ~ n e  Ilnnlelnorial. and t h e  Rose C'roix Chapter is 
xo. 2. The only other point l would like t o  nid:e is, t ,hat  when the  
present No. 70, a n  Antient Lodge. migratecl from E s e t e r  i n  1828, i t  appears 
t h a t  t h e  bre thren  left b e h i d  joiiiecl No. 39. This was of course long 
a f t e r  t h e  Union, h u t  i t  is more t h a n  likely t h a t  certa~in specialities t h a t  
t h e  Lodge preserves to-dray in i t s  working may owe their  origin t o  t h e  
fusion of t h e  two tradit ions t h a t  t hen  took place. 

The brethren will of course understand t h a t  these notes could not  
have been compiled without t h e  very generous help afforded me by many 
l ~ r e t h r e n  whom I consultccl. among nhom 1 have especially t o  thsnlr 
TV. Bro. T.  H. Andrew, \5-110 now has in his hands t h e  old i\l'inute Book 
to  v-liich several references ha re  I ~ e n  iuade. 



Before separating, an interchange of thanks and congratulations passed 
between the Master of tlle Lodge, Dr.  George Normau, and the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master of Devonshire, Brother John Stocker. That evening's 
entertainment and Bro. Vibert 's paper proved to have a most stinlulating effect 
upon local interest in i\Iasonic history. It will not soon be forgotten by those 
fortunate enough to be present : and it has since formed a fruitful topic of 
conversation in local Masonic circles. 

On Sunday. tlle 17th. the majority of the Visitors attended Divine 
Service in the Choir of the Cathedral. By the courtesy of the Ilcan and Chapter, 
fifty chairs were reserved a t  the nlorning Service for the use of Visiting Brethren, 
and were all occupied. The preacher was the Dean of Exeter, Dr. Gamble. 
Unfortunately, a mild epldemic outbreak in the Choir School kept the Choir 
Boys away and,  instead of the nsual musical service, plain song by the Choir- 
men had to be substituted. It is to be feared tha t  this alteration did not 
meet with greater appreciation among the visitors than among the members of 
the ordinary congregation: but  i t  was unavoidable. 

During the  course of the afternoon the majority of tlle Visitors dispersed, 
many of them returning by train to London, after what it was on all hands 
agreed had been a most successful Sunliner Outing. 

NOTE. 

A few additional particulars as to the uewly-recoverd hlinute Book 
referred to iu Iho .  Vibert S address may be of interest. 

On July 12,  1757. Andrew Brice and 13ros. Hubert .  Convert. Cooper, 
S k i n ~ ~ e r .  and Wiggington met a t  the Bedford Arms. Skinner and Wiggington 
were only F.C. They seem to have all been inenlbers of the Lodge a t  the 
New I n n ,  tha t  was, a t  the  tme. technically erased. Brice officiated as W.hI. .  
and they proceeded to initiate three brethren. They had u o  funds, and 
probably very little property of any kind. 

On 30 A u ~ u s t  thev met in the old Lod~e-room at  the New 11111. and this 
0 0 

meeting was called an Occasional Lodge. They now provided themselves with 
officers. the Tyler being Bart let t .  H e  had been Tyler of the original Lodge 
apparently he continued as Tyler in Exeter till 1777. a t  which time he was 
86 years of age. From August onwards they illet regularly twice a month : 
obviously on 12 .July they felt t ha t  they were not a quorum to form a Lodge. 
which was why they initiated those three brethren. W e  need not enquire too 
curiously into the regularity of their proceedings on tha t  occasion. 

The Lodge was reinstated in February. 1759, and the Xinute  Eook carries 
us 1" to December of tha t  year, Erice remaining Idaster all the time. I n  
Ilecember there was a new Master. and apparently he opened a new I\linute 
Book, now missing. Throughout the  period the Lodge was accepted by its 
neighbours as regular, and visitors were f~equen t .  There was a Masters' Lodge, 
the Ilinutes of which are also in this volume it met usually a t  the Master's 
house. There is a reference to the R . A .  as being worked a t  Plymouth in 1758, 
a very early date. 

The effect of the discovery is to show that .  a t  all events from July ,  1757, 
the Lodge was worlring, despite the erasure of 1754. and tha t  its proceedings 
prior to formal reinstatement were never called in question. 



W e  a r e  indebted t o  t h e  courtesy of t h e  Town Clerk of Exe te r ,  N r .  H. 
Lloyd P a r r y ,  for  the  loan of t h e  blocks of illustrations of t h c  city t h a t  accoinpaily 
this article. 

F o r  t h e  colour pr int  of t h e  Clapper Bridge we have to t h a n k  t h e  artistic 
skill of Bro.  F. A.  Powell. 

The  illustratioils of Grinlspound a re  from a plan and  photograpll kindly 
p11t a t  t h e  disposal of t h e  1,odgc 11y 1310. Georgr Norman.  P .M.  

Tllc Common Seal of E s e t e r  



T H E  CHARTER O F  INCORPORATION OF 

CARPENTERS, MASONS, JOINERS, GLAZIERS AND 

PAINTERS OF EXETER. 29th March, 1586. 

[For pern~ission to reproduce this document and the two which follow, and for 
procuring the transcripts, we are indebted to the courtesy of the Town 
Clerk, Mr.  H. Lloyd Parry .  The Joiners separated themselves from the 
original Company in the first year of James I l . ,  and a new Charter of 
Incorporation was granted to the Carpenters. Free Masons, Masons, or 
Bricklayers Glasiers and Painters. The original Chartm of 1586 is at 
Exeter. The originals of the later Charter and of the Ordinances 
which here fallow it do not appear to be in the ,Iluniment 
Room at  the Guildhall a t  Exeter. but  the  present transcripts are made 
from c o ~ i e s  which are in a hand of about the end of the seventeenth 
century, and would thus appear t80 be contemporary.] 

TO A L L  CHRISTIAN P E O P L E  to whome theis presents shall come the 
Mayor Baylyffes dnd Comynaltye of the Citty of Exeter sende greetinge. 
W H E R E A S  our loving Neighbours and Citizens the Artyficers of the Companye 
of Carpenters, Masons, Joyners. Glaciers and Paynters of this Cittye and County 
of Exeter have eftsoones and one longe tyme beenc ernest sutors and peticioners 
unto us tha t  they might be reduced and brought into one Societye Fellowshipp 
and Companye As by there humble peticion in writinge to us exhibited the 
wordes whereof do insue i t  doth more playnely appeare To the Righte 
Worshippfull the Maior Aldermen & Coiiion Councell of the Cittie of Exeter 
wth. all humblenes It is not unknowen unto your Wisedomes Right 
Worshippfull how tha t  Citties & Cofiioll welthes had there first foundation and 
grounde upon the Polytuyque governmente of the prudente Magystrate and the 
dutyfull obedience of the good subiecte, For in the first age when men lyved a t  
libertye and wt.hout order, and then lothinge there lose and uncertayne state of 
lyfe dyd assemble themselves and made choyse of the  wyse and prudente men to  
go before them and t o  governe and Rule them who in wisedom divertinge and 
the people in humblenes obeyinge they grewe in strength and increased in welth 
hable to mayntayne the Col%on State and pryvate famyly And then Citties and 
Townes began to be buylded, good men for vertue to be honoured, and wycked 
men for svnne to be ~ u n v s h e d  then were wholsome lawes constituted cvvill orders 
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devysed and polytiuque ordynannce establyshed aswell for the preservaFon of the 
C0iii0n State as also to keep ech man in his estate and callinge And as all 
Citties & Conion Weiles were first settled upon this so good a foundacon so they 
restinge upon the same have had ever sitl~ens there coiltynuaus where in what- 
soever may be said or thought of other Citties and Townes yet wee do thinke 
veryly tha t  this Citty of Exeter now under your goverment ys in both respects 
as happy as any others having beene from ty&e to-tyme goveined and 
by prudente Magystrates and wise governors And truly in our opynion in no 
age better then in this of ours wherein y t  appeareth how carefully and paynefully 
youe nowe the  governors have and tender the good government prospitye and 
increase of this Citty and Coiiion Welth of the same leavinge no Presidente of 
any other well governed Cittye nor any good devise of your-owne nor whatsoev 
els wCh. in any respccte maie be to  the furtherans thereof And therefore ptely 



bie the example of other well governed Citties and gtely by your owne experience 
fynding agreable i t  is to  the Word of God and lawe of nature how necessarye 
and needefull it  is yn the CoEon Welth tha t  ech man do lyve in his owie 
vocation and callinge and in such Arte and mysterye as he is nlost skilful1 of 
and hath  bene trayned in you have wtI1. greati ~isid0111e & upon consideraEons 
reduced the  inoste pte of the several1 Artes and occupacons wt.hin this Cittye 
into several1 felowshipps and companyes By wC". meanes how the govermente 
is become more assured the Alagystrates bctter obeyed every pryvate man in his 
Arte more e x ~ e r t e  and fvnallv the whole co~iion welth in better case. exrmience 
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sheweth and declareth Wee therefore your poore neighbours and Orators the 
Carpenters, Nasons, Joyners, Glaciers and Paynters of the Cittie of Exon (albeit 
fewe in ndber and slender in welth) beinge desirous to  be ~ t a k e r s  of so many 
good benefits whereby we myght become and be the more pfitable members in 
the Coliion welth the better hable to serve therein under youe and by the Sweate 
of our Browes in our owne mysterye and callinge t o  gett  our ly;inge to the 
mayntenance of our selfs wyffs children and famylye do most hulnbly beseech 
and praye youe (as we hope youe will) to have the like consideraEons of us as 
you have had and have of other mysteries and occupaaons wt!in this Cittie and 
that  wee nlaye (as they be) be Incorporated ynto a several1 Companye and 
Fellowshipp of our selfs by the name of thc Companye of the  Carpenters Masons 
Jovners Glaciers and Pavnters of the Cittie of Excester And t h a t  for the better 
usage order and govermente emonge us to be had yt  may be enacted by youe in 
order and nlanner as followeth And wee shall not onely as Children to there 
Fathers and as inferiors to thre snjjiors remayne alwaies & be nloste obediente 
unto youe in all dutyfull lnanner but also praye unto the lyvinge God for the 
good contynuance of youe in a longc & a prospous state wth. thencrease of worshypp 
BE I T  K N O W E N  tha t  Wee the said Mayor Bailyffes and Comynaltye considering 
+ll . our selfes the contynual care wCh. we have and ought to have in the good 

govermente of the coliion welt11 of this Cittic and in respecte aswell of the charge 
thereof comytted to our trust  as also in dyscharge of our duties a r  studious and 
carefull to  use any good meanes wayes and devyses whereby the  same may the  
better be increased the co1iion welth nlayntayned and ech man in his calling 
preserved A N D  consideringe also the peticons of our poore neighbours who 
accordmg to  there power have a most earncst wale and regarde to the encrease 
of the coillon welthe do not onely for the better recovery of thenlselves to  some 
better wealth and estate whereby they maie the better hable to serve in the same 
desire to  be reduced into one Fellowshipp and Company of thenlselfes but cheifely 
for the encreasc of the publique and Conlon State dl. they hope by the good 
orders by them to be used ordered 6 kepte shall the better be preserved & 
furthered W E  T H E R E F O R E  upon suche and other like good consideraEons 
and causes have assembled our selfes and with one whole and full assente and 
consente asmuch as in us lieth have g r a u n t ~ d  ordeyned & decreed in nlanner and 
forme as foloweth F I R S T  i t  is ordered and decreed by the 1Iaior Bailyffes and 
Comynalty of the Cittie of Exon wth. the full assente and consente and by the 
agreemente of the  xxiiijtI0. of the Conlon Comlcell of the same tha t  the AIisteries 
Fellowshipp and Companies of the Carpenters I\Iasons Joyners Glaciers & Paynters 
of the said Cittye and Countie of the same sllall hensfourth be united and 
reduced to  one BIysterie Fellowshipp and Companye and from hensfonrth to 
receyve have and enioye one ppetuall name and be called the  Misterye and 
Conipanye of the Paynters & Carpenters of the Cittie of Exon A N D  FOR T H E  
better govermente of the ?aid Companye i t  is ordered and graunted by the said 
Nayor Balyffes and Colllon Counccll tha t  from the feaste of Easter Tuesdaye 
next comynge EIun~fry Bassell shalbe Master of the said Fellowshipp Nistery and 
Comnanve and li7illiam Hutchins and William Russell shalbe Wardens of the  
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said Afisterye by us the said nIayor and Col%on Councell nomynated to contynewe 
for one whole yere now next ensuynge That is to  saie the said EIumfry Bassell 
to he Master and the  said William Hntchins to be thelder Warden & the said 
N7illiam Russell to be the younger And yerely from thensfourth in 
the said daie and feaste the  said M'. and Wardens and there successors and the  



whole Companye or the more of them shall assemble thenlselfes a t  there Coilloll 
Hall and then & there by the consente of all the Masters of the said Companye, 
or in lacke arid for defaulte of t l ~ e  nomber of Fyve psons \vC''. have bene Xasters 
of the said Company to  choyse and to  electe to  themselves 50 many of the wisest 
and discreetest psons of themselves as shall make upp the  ndber of Fyve psolls 
wCh. shall name and electe among themselfs Two habell meete and honest psons 
to be there Masters for the yere the11 following and the names of them so chosen 
for Two Masters the M'. then beinge fo r t l~w '~~ ' .  to  presente and publyshe unto 
the residewe of the said Fellowshipp and Companye then and there presente 
wch. Companye so presente shall then aud there by there most voices nonlynate 
and electe one of the said Two Masters to be there Master for the yere folowinge 
And moreover the said Ailaster and Companye together wth. all the Masters of 
the said Xysterye or for d e f a ~ ~ l t  of Fyve such Masters wth. the consente of 
Fyve of the wisest & discreetest psons of the said Co'pany as is aforesaid shall 
then and there chuse and electe one hable and honest pson of the said Con~panye . 
to  be the younger Warden of t l ~ e  said Coinpanye and to be ioyned to hym who 
was the Warden for the yere nexte and laste before paste And after 
the election so orderly pfected and d o m e  the said late Master Wardens and 
Conlpanye shall one any one Nonedaie wt.hin Twenty daies after such election 
bringe fourth and presente the said new Master and Warden unto the Maior 
& Bailvffes for the tvme beirwe a t  the Courte of the Guillald of the said Cittie 
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then and there t o  be sworen in the said open courte severally tha t  they and 
every of them shall the next yere then followinge for the good govermente of 
the said Compavye dulye and truly exercise & occupy there saide Oflices That  
is ot  saie the Master to  do  all and everye thinge and thinges agptayninge to a 
Master and the said Warden to do what apptayneth to  the office of a Warden of 
the said Company as also to see t o  be 'observed all & all manner of Actes 
ordynannces pvisions and Rules pteyninge to the said Mysterye and by them to 
be kept and observed A N D  F U R T H E R  i t  is ordered and enacted that  yerely 
wt.hin one moneth after the  said ele6Eon of the said new Master and Warden 
they the said new illaster and Warden shall colllaunde and assemble there whole 
Fellowshipp and Companye or most p te  of them to there Coliion Hall and then 
and there to requyre and cause the  olde Xaster and Wardens for the laste yere 
paste to make render & yelde upp to  the said new Master and Warden a true 
gfyt t  and a Jus te  Accompte of all and singuler such goodes cattalls utensyles 
casualties and other pfitts whatsoever wCh. have or ought t o  have come to there 
handes or to  the hands of any of them to  the use of the said Mysteric and 
Fellowshipp asking onely such allowances as be iuste and trewe And of all 
such thinges as shall remayne upon the determynaCon of the said accompts and 
every of them shall fourthwith make or cause to  be made delyvery and place- 
mente thereof to  the  said newe M a ~ t e r  and Wardens Savinge the Moitie and 
hafendeale of all such fynes proffitts and Casualties wC". shalbe growinge and 
due to  the use of the  Chamber of the said Cittie wc". said Moitye the said olde 
Master and Wardens one the  Nondaie then nexte folowinge after the said 
Accompte so made shall make delyvery and placemente to  the Recyver of the 
Cittie for the tyme beinge in the open Courte of the  Guihald of the said Cittie 
to  thuse of the said Cittve PROVIDED and be i t  enacted tha t  the Moitve of 
all and all manner of fynes Anlerciaments penaltyes forfeytures and other 
casualties whatsoever hereafter a t  any tynle to be made taxed or sessed upon any 
pson or psons or by anye Wayes forfeyted for any offence or offences or 
apdemeanures  or other causes concernyngc the breache of any Actes grauntes 
and ordynannces or any of them in this booke expressed shall remayne and be 
yerely paide as before to the use of the Cittic and the other moitye t o  the onely 
use df t h e  said Companye Savinge the fynes of all & every pson-and psons wCh. 
a t  any tyme hereafter shalbe made free of the said Companye wC". ollely to be 
reserved to the use of the said Companye A N D  F U R T H E R  be i t  ordered and 
enacted that  the said new Master and Wardens shall twise every yere a t  the 
least cause the whole Companye t o  be called and assembled together a t  there 
Co3on Hall and then and there before them shall cause to  be redde and opcnlye 



to  be declared unto the whole Con~wanve then and there ~ res sen te  aswell the 
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orders and ordynannces of this booke as also all such others as by them and 
the Masters of the said Conlpanye shalbe reasonably advised & devised AND 
ALSO be y t  enacted and ordeyned tha t  yf the said new Master and Wardens 
be not yerely elected chosen and sworen in manner and forme as is before saide 
and also the said newe Master and Warden so chosen do not cause all thorders 
and ordynannces of this Booke as also such others by  the said Master and 
Companye reasonablye devised as is beforesaid to  be openly redde & declared 
to the said Companye two tymes by the yere a t  the least t ha t  the Master & 
TVardens who shalbe found to be faultie & defectyve herein to paie for every 
such defaulte gved before the Maior of this Cittie for the tyme beinge and 
forfeyt the some of Twentie shillinges of lawful1 money of Englande to the 
onely use of the Cittie And tha t  every pson of the said Companye beinge 
lawfully warned by the Master Wardens or Bedell of the said Companie to come 

. and to appeare a t  the saide or any other assemblye either for the hearinge of the 
redinge of theis orders or for the settii~ge fourth of any good order or other thinge 
and thinges of the saide Coinpanye tha t  then every Master or Warden so offendinge 
& havinge no reasonable and lawful1 excuse to paie for his fyne and contempte 
for every defaulte Twelve pence & every other pson sixe pence AND ALSO 
be ytl ordeyned and enacted tha t  yf any pson or psons of the  said Xysterye 
Fellowshipp and Companye be elected or nomynated to  be a Master or a Warden 
of the said Company do or shall a t  any tyme hereafter refuse or denye to  take 
& assume uDon hvm to  execute the same and also t o  be sworne in the same 
office unles he have some reasonable excuse allowed before and by the Mayor of 
the Citty for the tyme beinge, tha t  then he  who shalbe so chosen t o  be Master 
& refusinge t o  be sworne to  forfeyt the some of Twentie shillinges of lawful 
moneye and likewise every pson to  be a Warden and so refusinge to  execute the 
same to  paie and forfeyt Twentie shillinges of lawfull money. And tha t  then 
upon such refusal1 some one other habell and nleete pson of the said Company 
to be chosen in manner and forme abovesaide in his or there steede so refusinge 
or neglectinge The like order also shalbe observed and kepte emonge them for 
election from tyme to tyme of a new Naster and Warden yf i t  shall happen 
any Master or Warden beinge in office to  dye before the ende of the yere after 
such there election into auye the said offices or to  depte or geve over or refuse 
his or there office for some urgente & reasonable cause and the  same allowed 
before the Maior of the Cittye for the tyme beinge P R O V I D E D  tha t  no pson 
or psons of the  saide Companye after Syxe yeres now nexte followinge shalbe 
charged called or chosen to be a Master of the said Co'pany but  t ha t  he have 
benne first twise Warden of the said Companye That  is to  saie first syngle 
Warden and after Master Warden AND F U R T H E R  i t  is ordered and enacted 
that  everye pson and psons of the said Companye shall quietlye honestly and 
in good order behave and use themselfes one towardes thother aswell in Worde 
as in Deede wt.hout any open nial icio~~s or opprobrious Wordes Tawntes and 
Checks or unsemely wordes as also in dewe reverence of the inferior towardes 
the Master and Masters of the said Company upon payne tha t  whosoever shalbe 
founde to  offende therein to  paie for everye such defaulte Three shillings and 
Fower pence ALSO I T  I S  ORDERED and establyshed tha t  i t  shall and 
maie be lawful1 t o  the Master and Wardens togeither wth. all such as have 
bene Nasters of the  said Company or for defaulte of sixe psons wC\ have bene 
Masters so many of the  wisest and gravest men of t h a t  Fellowshipp and there 
successors as shall make upp the  nomber of sixe gsons besides the said Afaster 
and Wardens or the most pte of then1 in there assembly & meetinge together 
to make ordeyne devise & establysh such good and wholsonle orders ordeynannces 
and decrees as maie and shalbe for the good govermente and preservaFon of 
the said Companye and of the Artes by them or any of them used and practysed 
so tha t  the  said ordinannces or any clause or Article thereof be not  preiudiciall 
01. repugnannte t o  the lawes of the Realnle of England or liBteis or Comon 
Welth of the same Cittie or any of then1 and as opportunitie and occasion shall 
serve to repeale revoke and change the same from tyme to  tyme as by there 



discre ions shdbe thought good & convenlente PROVIDED that  all & all 
manner of Articles actes and ordynannces wch. shalbe so hereafter made had or 
ordered by the said Master Fellowshlpp and Companye as aforesaid shall not 
take any force or be of any valewe or be admytted or allowed untill the same 
become or be first presented to the Nayor and Aldernlen of this Clttie or the 
moste pte of them and by then1 pved examyned and a l l o ~ e d  ALSO I T  I S  
ORDERED that  the said l laster  & Masters & Wardens of the s a d  Company 
& the most g te  of then1 shall in like clpnner intreate uppoll take order and 
determyne of all & all manner of abuses offcnces & nlysdemeanures of the salde 
Companye or any of them and of all and all nlanner of such thinges as .hall 
concerne the said Artes and occupaEons by them 01- any of them nsed and exercised 
wt.hin this Cittye or Countie of the same, and the defaultes founde to punyslie 
reforme or redresse by fyne Imprisonenlente or any other lawfull nleanes as they 
shall thinke good accordinge to the qualitye and quantitye of the offences done 
and comytted A N D  ALSO I T  I S  ordered and establyshed tha t  no manner of 
pson or psons wt.hin this Cittie or Countie of the same shall exercise use worke 
make frame sett upp or shape any thinge or thlnges wt.hin this Cittie or Countie 
of the same pteyninge to  a Carpenter Mason Joyncr Glacyer and Paynter until1 
and before he ha th  or have compounded ancl agreed wt". the said Master and 
Masters and Wardens and Conlpanye of the said Nysterye for the tynle being or 
the most pte of them as aforcsdide and also to be made free of the same or 
allowed thereunto by the said Master and Nasters & Wardens or the most gte 
of them and also ha th  then taken further order and agreenlente wt". the said 
Naster and Wardens of a Reasonable dale a t  any time wt.hin Thrce i\Ioneths 
then nexte followinge to  be presented to the Maior and Bailyffes of the said 
C i t t ~ e  for the tyme beinge to  compounde with them for the freedome of the said 
Citty upon payne t h a t  every pson so settinge upp and esercysinge the said 
occupaaon contrary to this order to paie Fyve shillings And the Master and 
Tardens  in default in not  presenting every such pson madc free of there 
Company unto the AIaior and Bailyffes wt.hin t h e e  moneths as aforesaide to 
paie to the onely use of the Cittye the some of Tenne shillinges AND ALSO 
I T  is ordered tha t  no gson or psons of the said Fellowshipp and Companye shall 
take into his qervice the Apprentice Journenlan or Servaunte of any of the said 
AIysterye Fellowshipp & Conlpanye unles every such Apprentice or Servaunte be 
clerely out of Covenannte and dyschargecl from his former Master upon payne 
tha t  every pson offendinge to  pay for every defaulte Six shillings eight pence & 
the Covefinte so made to  be volde ALSO THAT every Apprcntyce of thc said 
Misterie wch. hath heretofore served 01- wCh. shall serve hereafter the full ternle 
of seaven yeres to and wth. any of the said U s t e r i e  Fellowshipp and Companye 
wt.hin this Cittie & Countye of the same and lrnowen or judged to  be skilful1 & 
expte in his Ar te  & science shalbe admytted to the freedome of the saide 
Conlpanye upon his request made to the Master and Wardens (gratis) freelye 
wt.hout any Fyne payinge onely the Fees of the Courte of the said Conlpanye 
as is used in the Cittye of Exeter LIICEWISE tha t  no other pson or psons 
shalbe receyved or adnlytted to the Freedome of t ha t  Conlpanye untill he be 
well t r ~ e d  & espted to  be skilful1 yn his .aide A i t e  and occupac"on 111313011 payne 
the Master and Wardens adniytting hynl so to  the contrarye to forfeyt the some 
of Fourty shillinges t o  the onely use of the said Cittye ALSO THAT every 
pson and psons of the said Company and Fellowshipp w h .  shall receyve and take 
any Apprentice shall within three months after he is so retayned be presented 
by his Naster to the  &Iaster and Wardens of the said Companyc upon payne for 
every such defaulte to pay six shillings eight pence ALSO I T  IS F A R D E R  
ordered that  i t  shall and nlaie be lawfull to the Master and Wardens of the said 
Companye wth. one Officer to them by the Maior to  be assigned to  enter into all 
& everye howse and howses place & places wth.in the said Cittye and subburbes of 
the same a t  all reasonable tynle and tymes conveniente and when they shall 
thinke good and then and there to  serch for all kynde of such worke and workes 
thinge & thinges as shalbe wrought had or donne contrary t o  the meanynge of 
theis ordynaunces And such pson and psons as they shall fynde t o  have wrought 



contrarye to theis orders to conlytt to  prison there to  remayne until1 they have 
paide such fyne as upon then1 by the said Master and Masters or most gte of 
them shalbe reasonablve sett PROVIDE11 alwaies tha t  anv Article herein 
contayned shall not extende or be preiudiciall to  the onely pp  worke of the said 
-7Iaior Bailyffes and Comynaltye and such other principal1 worke (as by the said 
IrIaior Bailyffes and Comynaltie of the said Cittie shalbe thought fytt  for wante 
of sufficiente workemen of the said Fellowshipp) to  be made and wroughte by 
any pson or psons by the special1 lycens of the said Maior Bailyffes and 
Comynaltye ne to  any pson or psons for workii~ge or doinge the same workes or 
either or any of them anythinge in theis presents conteyned to  the contrary 
notwth.standinge ALSO it is ordered tha t  the Master Wardens & Company for 
the tyme beinge shall one every festyvall daie attende the nlaior for the tynle 
beinge to bringe and weyte upon hynl to the Cathedral1 Church of St. Peters 
to  the Sermons as also to  do all such service by them to be done whensoever they 
shalbe thereunto lawfully required upon payne tha t  every psone offendinge herein 
shall paie and forfeyt sixe shillinges eight pence for every defaulte AND 
F A R D E R  i t  is ordered and agreed That yf the Master and Wardens or six of 
them do for any malice or displeasure cease any fyne upon any psone for his 
offence more greater then by reason they may do Or do make any lawes 
ordyllannces or Actes agaynst the lawes of this Realme or the IiErties & Franchises 
or Co1i1011 Welth of this Cittie & thereof complaynte be made to the Maior and 
Aldermen for the tynle beinge & the same d&ly approved That then yt  shalbe 
laufull to  the said Naior and Aldermen to call before them the said Master and 
Wardens and to heare & detern~yne aswell the same offence of such pson or psons 
as  shalbe so overcharged wth. any such Fyne as for any unlawful Acte or 
ordynannces as they shall make against the law or IiErteis or Comori Welth of 
the said Cittie ~ n d  upon the hearinge and fallinge oute and trew Apparans of 
the said matters the said hlaior and Aldermen accordine to there discretion 
.liall reforme rcdresse correcte and amende the said defaultes and ev ye of then1 
PROVIDED alwaies yf the said Naster and Wardens of the said fellowshipps 
shall a t  any tyme hereafter holde oute any honest pson skilful1 in any the 
Artes aforesaide wCh. hat11 not beene A p p r e ~ ~ t i c e  to  any pson of the saide- Arte 
Fellowshipp and Companye wtl'.in the said Cittye from the Company & Fellow- 
shipp aforesaid the said pson nlakinge suyte to them to be adnlytted thereunto 
and willinge to geeve for his fyne so much as he may reasonably paie & contente 
to be adnlytted That  then and a t  all such tynle and tymes upon such occasion 
yt  shalbe lawfull for the nlaior and Bailiffes of the said Cittie for the tynle 
beinge to call the said Master and Wardens and the said pson so suinge to 
be admytted before them And fynding no cause to  holde out  the  said pson 
from the said Fellowshipp and Company to assesse such Fyne upon the said 
pson for his admyssion as they shall thinke reasonable And tha t  the said pson 
upon paiment. or. tendring thereof shalbe admitted unto the said Fellowshipp by 
the said Naster  and Wardens Iincdiatelye upon payne of Fourty shillinges to 
be levied of there goodes by waie of distresse yf they refuse the same to the 
onely use of the said Cittye PROVIDED also tha t  i t  ehall and nlaye be lawfull 
tha t  the said AIaior and Co1iion Councell or the more pte of them a t  all tynle 
and tymes may revoke repailc and adnichillaie this there graunte of lncorpor&on 
and unitinge and every thinge therein contayned any thinge in theis presentes 
t o  the contrarye notwithstandinge QUA Q U I D E N  B I L L A  seu peticos lecta 
e t  g prefat -7laiorem BaHos e t  CoiFat plenus intelleFt Quia eisdenl hlaiori BaRis 
et CoiEat videtur qd Articli in eadem Billa seu supplicaFoe content et express 
sunt  boni et honesti ydem Xaior TiaRi et Coifat unanim eor assensu et voluntat 
ordinaverunt e t  decreverunt Qd Articli predci hic intrentur de Recordo mod0 e t  
forma auibus petuntur fu tur  teml~oribus firmiter observand I N  CUILTS R E 1  
T E S T I l I O N I U  nos prefati AIaior ball et Coitat p h t i b u s  sigilluin ni-m Coie 
apponi fecimus Dat  apud Guihald Civitatis prediF vicesin10 nono die -7la1cii 

1 This word appenrs t o  be a n  old version of u ~ ~ n i l ~ i l n f e .  It is not  given by 
Hallin-ell. 



anno regui Diie Elizabeth Dei G?a Angl. Fralicie et Hibilie Regine fidei defenc. 
&c. vicesimo Octavo [1586]. 

Appended to this is the City Seal as illustrated and described on p. 35 
of the Exeter Official Guide Book. This seal is reproduced on a previous page. 

T H E  CHARTER O F  Y E  INCORPORACON O F  CARPEKTERS F R E E  

MASONS XASONS OR BRICKLAYERS GLASIERS & PAINTERS 

W I T H I N  Y E  CITY & COUNTY O F  EXON.  

FORASllIUC1-I as Goveri~meiit & order naturally tend to ye advaiicenient 
and p'servacon of the psperous estate of every ~ l i r i s t j a n  Coi501; Weale & tha t  
which principally distinguisheth men from Creatures which are unreasondble And 
forasmuch as skilfulnesse & cunning are not only very comendable qualityes in 
every Nistery & Science, but  alsoe exceeding pfitable both for the general1 & 
~ t i c u l a r  use of men. To the intent & purpose, t ha t  Goverilnlent may the better 
bee n'served & maiutaiiied within this Citv & Countv of Eseter  which is comitted 
to our care and cllarge, And tha t  Arts  & Misteryes inay receive an  improvement 
by the particular furtherance & direccoiis of such whome there own labours & 
endeavcurs (by Gods assistance) have better instructed 95 taught beyond ye conloll 
Rule of ordinary Artificers WEE ye 3laior Bayliffes and Comynalty of the 
said City of Exeter upon ye 'ilumble peticon of the Carpenters. Free illasoi~s, 
;\laso~is, or Bricklayers Glassiers & Painters of ye said City DOE by 
this our publique Charter under our Co~non Seale (according to the 
antient & laudable Custoine of this City in t,llat behalfe) establish & 
ordaine. that  all & every such Carpenters Free Masons Masons or Briclrlayers 
Glasiers & Painters as a t t  any time heretofore have been or now are Free of the 
Xistery & Company of Carpenters Free lllasorls. Masons or Bricklayers Glasiers 
& Painters of the said City & libertyes of the same shall from henceforth bee 
one Fraternity Fellowshipp & Company. & shall from henceforth be called by 
tlie name of the Fellowshipp & Company of the Carpenters Free I\Iasons 1Iasons 
or Bricklayers Glasiers & Painters of the said City of Exeter ANT) for their 
better Governnlent in time t o  come 1I7EE the said Maior Bayliffes & Comynalty 
DOE by these ijsents for ourselves & Successors order & appoint That Gilbert 
Greenslade of the said City Carpenter shall hereby bee established ye first 
Master of the said Fellowshipp & Company And tha t  John  Vigures of ye said 
City Carpenter bee hereby established ye first Chiefe & Head Warden. & that  
Lewes Greenslade of the said City Carpenter bee hereby established ye first 
Cnder  Warden of the said Fellowshipp & Company & shall respectively contiliue 
in their several1 & respective Offices aforesaid until1 such time as a new Llaster 
& Wardens shall bee elected chosen & sworne according to the tenor effect & 
purport of these p'sents A N D  nioreover Wee ye said l la ior  Bayliffes & 
Coniynalty Doe for ourselves and Successors order & appoint t ha t  alwayes from 
henceforth yearely in & upou the Jlunday in every Easter Weeke the said 
Fellowshipp & Company or the greater part  of them shall repaire mito such 
place as for the time being shall bee used as their C0111011 Hall  before nyne of 
the  Clock in ye forenoon of the same Day & then & there ye said 3ila:ter before 
nominated & afterwardes such psons as have been Masters of the said Fellowshipp 
& Conlpany or the greater number of them, which shall bee'then & there p'sent 
shall nomynate gpose & elect to the residue of the said Fellowshipp & Con~pany 
TWO sufficient able & fitt men (being free of the said Fellowshipp & Company) 
& alsoe of the said City & who after tlie space of Three yeares next ensueing the 
day of the date hereof have borne & executed both the Offices of the said 
Wardenshipps, Of which Two psons soe to bee pposed & elected ye residue of the 
said Fellowshipp & Company the11 p'seat shall elect & choose one to bee their 
l laster  for the yeare following. And likewise tha t  upon ye same day & place 
ye said Master before nominated and afterwards such psons as have borne & 



csecuted ye said Office of Mastershipp or t h e  greater  number  of theill ~vhicli  
shall See then  & there p 'senl  shall a l s ~  elect yearcly a snfficielit able & fitt man  
being free of the  said Fellowshipp Company & City to  bee Underwarden thereof, 
soe t h a t  such pson as  ha the  been ye U n d e r  W a r d e n  fc r  ye yeare next  pcedelit 
shall always thereafter  bee t h e  head & Cheif Warden  of t h e  said Fello~vshipp 
& Coinpally for  ye yeare followi~ig The foresaid course & order for  t h e  E leEon 
of t h e  -aid Master  and  Wardens  to  bee yearely observed & kept  for  ever upon 
the  day  & i n  such place a s  is before nienconed lymitted & sett  downe A N D  
T H E  S A I D  l l a i o r  Bayliffes & Coniylialty doe fur ther  by  these psents for them- 
selves & the i r  Successors order & appoint T h a t  if a n y  J las te r  or Warden  of 
the  said Fellowshipp & Company shall happen t o  decease & dye within t h e  yeare 
af ter  h e  shall bee elected & clioseii Tha t  then  ye said Fellowshipp & Company 
within ye space of Ten11 dayes next  af ter  such llecease & Death  shall upon 
warning thereof t o  bee given asselnble tlmnselves togeather a t t  their  Colnon Hal l  
& shall t h e n  & there pceccl to  a new EIcFBon of another  Officer o r  Officers to 
succeed i n  t h e  place of him or tlieiii which from thenceforth shall soe for tune 
to  d e c e a ~ e  & dye P R 0 V I I ) E I )  ncverthelesse A n d  i t t  is condiconed & agreed 
upon t h a t  t h e  new Xas te r  & Wardens  of t h e  said Fellowsliipp & Collipany soe 
to  bee elected & chosen shall uuon a I\lui~clav within t h e  sllace of three weekes 
next  a f te r  every EleEEoii & choice which shall bee made  as is aforesaid repaire 
to  ye Guildhall of t h e  said City & then  & there ill ye open Courte  t o  bee liolden 
before ye  l l a i o r  & Bayliffes of the  said City for  t h e  t,iiiie being shall 'eceive his  
& their  re-pective Corporal1 Oaths according to his & their  hest abilities & skills 
t o  doe & execute his & their  Offices iustly & t ruely for  ye good Governnlent & 
ordering of t h e  said Fellowshipp & Company soe long a s  he  or they shall abide 
& continue i n  t h e  said Ofice or Offices in  like mailner as ye Officers of other 
Fraterni t ies  & Fello~vshippes within this City have ant ient ly used & accustomed 
to doe AND likewise i t t  is pvided t h a t  if a n y  illall which shall bee hereafter 
nominated & elected to  bce a Master 01. W a r d e n  of t h e  said Fellowshipp & 
Company doe af ter  his  or their  13leFEon refuse to  acce l~ t  of his or their said 
Office or OfFices whereunto hc or they shall bee sce cliose~i he & they shall incurr  
ye penal ty of a F y n e  or Fyiies not exceeding t h e  sume of F o r t y  shillings Then 
& inlmeadiately ye said Fellowshipp & Company shall pceed u n t o  & make a new 
EleEEon & choose i n  his steed & place who shall soe refu:e i n  such sort manner 
& forme a s  is before p'scribed & sett do\%-lie i n  & by  these p ' sen ts  A N D  further-  
more ve said Maior  Bavliffes & Conlvnalt~v doe herebv for theliiselves & their 
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Successors niiiise & agree. y t  they will not a t t  a n y  t ime hereafter  make any  pson 
or psons (eserciseing ye A r t  and  Nistery of a Carpenter  Freemason l Iason or 
Ericklayer Glasier or P a i n t e r  aforesaid) Free of t h e  said City until1 such time 
as the  Master  & Wardens  of ye  said Fellowshipp & Company have i n  writei~ig 
certified ye X a i o r  of ye said City for ye t ime being t h a t  t h e  said pson soe 
desireilig t o  bee made free of t h e  said City is a Freeman of ye said Fello\vshipp 
& Company & t h a t  therefore i t t  is t h e  h~uliible request of ye said Master & 
Wardens t h a t  ye said gsons may  bee made free of t h e  said City AND if a n y  
pson or psont (esercise&g ye A& or l l is teryes aforesaid) having formerly served 
his Apprent iship with one of ye said Society have done his utteriiiost endeavors 
to  bee made  a Freeman of the  said Fellowsliipp & Colilpaiiy & cannot be 
admit ted thereunto b u t  for a n  unreasonal~le F y n e  t o  bee paid for ye same Then 
hp011 complaint & poofe thereof t o  bee made & given to ye  said hlaior & 
Bayliffes of t h e  said City for  ye t ime being A n d  upon ye h u n ~ b l e  Petition of 
~ u c h  psoii or psolis soe desiring ye same un to  t h e  said 3Laior & Bayliffes or their 
Successors t o  bee made  i n  t h a t  behalf The  said hlaior & Bayliffes of ye said 
City for ye t ime being sllall moderate & assesse ye said F y n e  a t  such a Ra te  as 
in  their  discretion they shall thililr fitt A n d  ye said pson or psoiis soe desireing 
& paying or lawfully tendring ye same forthwith by ye Coniand of ye said Naior  
& Bayliffes made i n  t h a t  behalfe shall bee admit ted received & swo'rne t o  bee a 
Freeillan of ye said Fellowshipp & Company by  ye i\Iastei & TVardeiis thereof 
for t h e  t ime h i n g e  upon paine t h a t  e a c l ~  of t h e m  ye said Master & Wardens 
refuseing shall forfeit  to  ye said hlaior ilayliffes & Comynalty ye .everall sullies 



of Forty shillings. These Pseilts or a n y t h i ~ l g  herein contained to ye contrary 
Ijerecf in  anywisc not\vithstanding P R O V I D E D  alwayes t h a t  i t  shall & may 
bee lawfull to  & for  t h e  said l l a i o r  Bayliffes & Conlyilalty & their  Successors 
or yc greatcr n m n i ~ e r  of them a t  their  Wills & p l e a s ~ ~ r e s  uuder  their Con1011 
Seale to  remove ally member o r  menlbers of ye said Society A N D  FURTI-IER- 
3 1 0 R E  i t  is pvided condiconed ?L agreed upon t h a t  ye said Fellowshilq~ & Company 
of ye Carpenters F r e e  ,7lasons, l l asons  or Bricklayers Glasiers & l'ainters afore- 
said shall ut ter ly bee dissolved whensoever ye said Maior Bayliffes and C'omynalty 
of ye said City s !d l  notifie & declare under  their  Conloll Seale t h a t  it  is there 
i ~ i t c n t  & pleasure t h a t  ye same shall noe longer continue or rcnlaine in  force 
A N I )  F I N A L L Y  %Tee ye said Maior Bayliffes & Comynalty doe by  these p 'sents  
give power & au thor i ty  u n t o  ye said Incorporacon of Carpenters  Free AIasons 
Alasons or Bricklayers Glasiers & Painters  for ye good Government & bet ter  
support of tllc.ir said Society & Fellowshipp t o  make  such by-Lawes Acts & 
Ordillances as a re  not  contrary to  reason nor repugnant  t o  ye  lmown Lawes of 
ye Kingdome I N  W I T N E S S E  whereof Wec  ye said Maior Bayliffes & 
Comy~ia l ty  have heiwulto sett  our Coinon Seale yc Twentieth d a y  of I\lardl ill 
t h e  first yeare of t h e  Ra ign  of our  Soveraign Lord  J a m e s  ye Second by t h e  
grace of God of England  Scotland France & I re land  K i n g  Defender of t h e  
F a i t h  &c. Annocl Diii 1684.l 

CERTATNE Acts  Orclers & Orclinances made & devisecl for t h e  good & pfitable 
Government of t h e  Fellowshipp & Company of Carpenters  Free l\lasons 
3lasons or J3ricklayers Glasiers & Pain te rs  within ye  City & County of 
Exon b y  t h e  advice & consent of t h e  N a i o r  Bayliffes & Conlynalty 
of ye said City a n d  examinecl ratified & appvd confirmed & allowed by  

[five lines blank1 

the  111 the  Firs t  y e v e  of t h e  Raigll of our Soveraign 
Lord James  yc Second by  t h e  grace of God of England  France  & Ireland 
King  Ilefcilcler of t h e  F a i t h  &c. a ~ d  of Scoild:ld ye Seaventh Annoq Dlli 
1685. 

I V P R 1 3 1 I S  ~ t t  is ordered & agreecl T h a t  every Freeman of ye said 
Fellowshipp & C o m p m y  (not haveing a t r u e  & leasonable excuse allowed by  t h c  
Xas te r  & Wardens  for  t h e  t imc being) shall bee p 'sent  a t  ye Elleccon and choycc. 
of every Master & W a r d e n  of t h e  s a ~ d  Fellowshipp & Company a t  their Co~iion 
Hal l  or o the~wise  shall pay  for lus deTault & ncgligence therein Twelve pence, 
which u i t h  all other  Forfei tures  penaltyes & Fynes shall bee collected by t h e  
Bedle of the  said Fellowshipp & Company for  t h e  t ime being and  for non pay- 
ment thereof by  tlie space of one week n e s t  af ter  i t  shall bee denlanded the  same 
shdll bee levycd by a distresse t o  bee taken by  [ the said Bedle of the  Goods & 
Chattles of every such pson as  shall offend therein & b y  t h e  sale of the said 
Goods to  made  b y  t h e  Alaster & W a r d e ~ i s  of t h e  said F'ellou~shipp and 
Company unlesse t h e  p t y  soe offending doe pay the  same penalty to  t h e  said 
Master within ye space of Searell  dayes next af ter  t h e  t ak ing  of such distresse. 
A n d  i f  the  said Goods doe amount  un to  a greater value then  t h e  said Fyne  or 
Fynes, then t h e  surplusage of t h e  money (for they shall bee soe sold) shall 
by the  said l l a s t e r  I ~ c e  delivered & paid to  t h e  pson who shall soe offend wit hi^^ 
ye space of Three dayes n e s t  af ter  t h e  said sale. 

I T E N  if a n y  pson (being Free  of ye said Fellowshipp & Company being psent 
a t  the  said Eleccon) doe obctinately refuse t o  ioyne with t h e  residue of ye said 
Fellowshipp & Company i n  t h e  choosing of t h e  Master  & W a r d e n  i n  such sort 
manner  & forme as in  t h e  Deed made  by  t h e  Xaior  Bayliffes & Conlynalty of t h e  
said City bearing d a t e  t h e  Twentieth day  of this instant  &ionet11 of March 

' This is actually 1685 Sew Style. as James TT.  came to the Throne (according to 
out. present reckoning) on 6th 1~eb l~1a1 .y .  1685. 



appeareth,  then  such pson soe offendmg shall forfeit  & i ~ ~ c n r r  the  penalty of 
Twelve pence. t h e  same to bee levyed by  way of Distres-e & Sale as  is before 
nlenconed and  expressed. 

I T E M  if a n y  pson (being F r e e  of t h e  said Fel lou~shipp & Company) bee elected 
and chosen t o  bee a Master or Warden  thereof. & doe refuse t o  accept of & to  
receive t h e  same Office whereunto he  shall bee soe elected t h e  same gson soe 
refuseing shall forfeit  t o  t h e  Naior  Rayliffes & Conlynalty of t h e  said City of 
E s o n  ye sume of F o r t y  shillings, and ~f he refuse t o  pay t h e  same (it  being 
reasonably demanded by  the  Bedle for t h e  t ime being by  t h e  space of Twenty 
Dayes) t h e  same penal ty shall then bee levyed by  way of Distresse & Sale as  is 
aforesaid. 

ITEhL i t  is ordered & agreed t h a t  every Freeman of t h e  same Fellowshipp and 
Company (not  having a t r u e  & a reasonable excuse allowed by t h e  Master & 
Wardens  for  the  t ime  being) shall bee p 'sent  i n  convenyent t ime  i n  their  Coi5on 
Hall  upon every reasonable warning t o  him given, or left a t  his dwelling house 
by t h e  Bedle of t h e  said Fellowshipp & Company for  t h e  t ime being. or else shall 
pay for his defaul t  & negligence therein Twelve pence which shall bee collected 
by the  saide Bedle. and  for non payment thereof by  t h e  space of Tenn Dayes 
n e s t  a f te r  i t  shall bee demanded,  t h e  same shall bee levyed as  is aforesaid. 

I T E M  t 'hat  every pson (being free of the said Fellowshipp & Company) shall pay 
t o  t h e  TT7arde~is of t h e  said Fellowshipp & Company for  t h e  t ime being Two 
shillings i n  every Yeare Quarter ly by Fower equal1 g t s  & porcons t h a t  is to say. 
S i s  pence at, every t ime for & towards ye repairing of their  Conlon H a l l ,  & for 
t h e  defraying of such Costs charges & expenses as  necessarily bee disbursed either 
for Service of t h e  Kings  Maiestie or his Successors or for  t h e  Worshipp of t h e  
said Citv of E s o n ,  or for  the  renutacon & creditt  of t h e  said Fellowshinu & 
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Co~npany .  a n d  every such pson & psons (such as  a re  o r  have been i\lasters or 
Wardens only excepted) shall br ing his said Quarterleidg duly t o  t h e  said 
Wardens within Tenn  Dayes af ter  every of t h e  said Quar te r  Dayes upon paine . . 

t o  forfeit  Tu-elve pence for every default therein,  over & besides the  said 
Quarterledge. which he  ought  t o  have paid t h e  same t o  bee levyed as  is afore- 
said. 

I T E M  t h a t  if a n y  Freeman of t h e  said Fellowsllipp & Company will take or 
retaiiie a n y  Apprent ice t o  work i n  any  of t h e  said A r t s  or Xisteryes then every 
such Apprent ice shall bee boulid to  serve Seaven Yeares a t  t h e  least,. & every 
Apprentice soe to  bee taken & every Journeyman soe to  bee retained (before 
he  bee soe retained or bounden) shall bee by h i s  Master  p'sented t o  the  Master 
& Wardens  of t h e  said Fellowshipp and Company (if he have not  been formerly 
p'sented u n t o  them)  T h a t  his good behaviour & honesty may  bee enquired of 
for t h e  Worshipp of t h e  said City. A n d  to t h e  end t h a t  noe pson (being 
notoriously defamed) Inay bee a blemish or scandell to  t h e  said Fellowshipp . . 

& Company upon paine to  forfeit Six s ld l ings  & Eight  pence for every 
such defaul t .  T h e  same t o  bee levved as  is aforesaid A n d  t h a t  all Journev-  
men & Apprentices (exerciseing a n y  of t h e  said A r t s  or Misteryes aforesaid) 
shall bee subiect t o  ye reasonable Chastisement & Correccon of t h e  said Master 
& M7ardens ( the  Juribdiccoii of the  l i a i o r  Justices & other  Officers of t h e  said 
City & County of Exon only foreprized & excepted). 

I T E M  i t t  is ordered & agreed t h a t  noe pson or psons shall enioy his or their 
Freedome of t h e  said Fellowshipp & Company for a n y  longer t ime then he shall 
bee & continue a Citizen & Inhabi tan t  of t h e  said Citv or Countv ( e x c e ~ t  he doe a \  1 

absent hinlselfe b y  reason of a n y  sicknesse or bee i n  t h e  service of the  King ,  or 
by t h e  Leave & Lycense of t h e  Master & Wardens  or ye  greater  number of the  
said Fellowshipp & Coinpally in  writeing. 

I T E M  i t t  is ordered & agreed T h a t  every pson (being Free  of t h e  said Fellow- 
.hipp and Company) shall upon every high Festival1 d a y  i n  t h e  yeare togeather 



w ~ t h  the Master & Wardens of the said Fellowsllipp & Company attend up011 the 
l laior of the said City for the time being from & to his house unto & from the 
Cathedral1 Church of St .  Peter before & after the Sermon there & shall alsoe 
attend upon the new Master to  the Guildhall & from thcnce to his own house 
when he taketh his Oath upon paine to forfeit for hls absence Eight pence 
without a reasonable cause. And if the same bee not p a d  to the Bedle within 
the space of Tenn dayes next hereafter i t  shall bee by him demaiided & required 
then the same shall be levyed by way of Distresse & Sale as is aforesald. 

I T E M  if any pson (being Free of the said Fellowsliipp & Company) doth strike 
(or by defameing words) abuse any inferiour Xember of the  said Fellowshipp & 
Company, & the same bee proved before the Xaster & Wardens thereof in any 
assembly a t  their Comon Hall  by Two sufficient & honest witnesses, then the 
gtyes soe offending shall forfeit Twelve pence for the sald Offence. the same to 
bee levyed as is aforesaid but  if any gson being or which hath  been a &laster 
o r  Warden of the said Fellowshipp & Company shall fortulle to bee soe abused 
then the said penalty shall bec doubled for the said Contempt and bee levyed 
a s  is aforesaid. 

I T E M  i t t  is ordered & agreed tha t  noe free man of the said Fellowshipp and 
Company shall keep or retain? in his Service any Apprentice or Journeyman 
before such time as hath fully & absolutely ended his time or Service Covenant 
and Agreement with such pson & ysons as he did imeadiately before serve upon 
paine to forfeit for every such offence Six shillings & Eight  pence. and upon 
denyall to pay the same to the Bedle (for the time being) the  said penalty shall 
bee levyed by way of Distressc & Sale as is aforesaid. 

ITEM that every gson (having been an  Apprentice for t'he space of seaven yeares 
within the City & Co'~unty in ally of the foresaid Ar ts  or Nisteryes) shall (upon 
his humble peticon & request. & upon proofe to bee made of his said Service. & 
upon his good behaviour & sufficient workmanshipp before the Master & Wardens 
of the said Fellowshipp & Company for the time being) bee admitted to be a 
Freeman thereof without payment of any Fine Fee or reward for the same 
(except it bee t,he ordinary Fees of the Court of the same Fellowshipp & Company 
which shall not exceed ye sume of Six Shillings & Eight pence. 

I T E N  it is ordered & agreed tha t  yearely within the space of Twenty dayes next 
after the Swearing of the said new Master & Wardens. they the said new Naster 
& Wardens for the time being shall assemble their sald Fellowshipp & Conlpany 
or the greater number of them togeather a t t  their Comon Hall .  & then & there 
shall require & cause the old Master & Wardens for the yeare then last past to 
yeild & give upp to the sald new Naster & Wardens & SIX more of the ancyeuts 
of the said Fellowshipp & Company or to  soe many of them as shall bee there 
p'sent a true pfect &- ius t  acconlpt in MTriteing df all & singular snch goods 
Cliattles Implements Utensills Fynes forfeitures Casualtyes Rents pfitts & Surnes 
of money whatsoever as (by reason of their or either of their said Offices) have 
come unto their or any of their Hands  (all t rue reasonable & needfull disburse- 
ments to bee unto them allowed & deducted) and imeadiately (upon such 
Accompt made) shall deliver to the said new 3laster & Wardens all the said 
pticular thinges & Sunles of money upon the  penalty & forfeiture of Twenty 
Shillings the same to bee levyed by way of Distresse & Sale as is aforesaid. 

ITEM it t  is ordered & agreed tha t  the Moyety & halfendeale of all the penaltyes 
& forfeitures aforesaid other then of such only as are wholy lymitted to bee to 
the said Maior Bayliffes & Comynalty shall bee unto the said Naior Bayliffes 
& Comynalty & their Successors & shall bee iustly and truely paid to the 
Receiver General1 of the said City for the time being the space of Twenty 
Dayes next after the said new Master and Wardens of the said Fellowshipp & 
Company have received the same upon the making & yeilding upp of such an  
Accompt yearely as is before nlenconed & expresse, and the other Noyety & all 
Fynes to bee received for the admitting of any pson or psons to the Freedome of 



t h e  said Fellowshipp & Company shall bee t o  t h e  only use of t h e  said Fellowshipp 
& Company. 

I T E M  t o  t h e  end & purpose, t h a t  ignorance may not  bee t h e  occasion of any  
offence t o  bee conlitted & done against these Ordinances & decrees I t  is ordered 
& agreed t h a t  t h e  Xas te r  of t h e  said Fellowshipp & Company (for t h e  t ime being) 
shall cause & p u r e  these 01,dinances & Decrees t o  bee publiquely read twice i n  
every yeare. t h a t  is to  say. once i n  every Six hIoneths i n  t h e  open H a l l  before 
the said Fellowshipp and  Company, and i f  t h e  said BIaster doe fayle to  gforme 
his d u t y  therein t h e n  he  shall forfeit & pay to t h e  said Naior  Bayliffes & 
Co~nyrlal ty  & their  Successors ye sunle of Tenn Shillings t h e  same t o  bee levyed 
by way of distresse of t h e  goods & Chattles of t h e  said Xas te r  b y  ye Bedle of 
the saicl Fellowshipp & Company, & by t h e  sale thereof by  t h e  t h e n  Wardens. 
& ye surplusage of t h e  value of such goods & Chatt les  as  shall be  soe distrained & 
sold shall be delivered t o  the  said Master who was t h e  ow711er of them inieadiately 
before t h e  said sale. 

I T E M  i t  is ordered & agreed t h a t  every pro11 & psons hereafter  to  bee admitted 
unto & t o  bee made  free of the  said Fellowshipp and  Company shall bee (by t h e  
pcurement of t h e  Master & Wardens  of the  same for  t h e  t ime  being) within 
Three Moneths n e s t  af ter  such admission made F r e e  alsoe of t h e  said City of 
E s o n  a t  t h e  Cost & Charges of every psou soe admit ted upon paine t o  forfeit 
Tenn shilliilgs t o  bee levyed as is aforesaid of t h e  goods a n d  chatties of t h e  
said Master  and  Wardens  t o  t h e  only use of t h e  said Maior Bayliffes and 
Comynalty & of their  Successors the  same t o  bee levyed by  distresse & sale t o  
bee made b y  the Bedle of ye said Fellowsliipp & Company for  t h e  t ime being. 

I T E M  i t t  is ordered & agreed. Tha t  t h e  Master & Wardens  for t h e  t ime beiilg 
wlth the  assent of t h e  greater  number of t h e  sald Fellowshipp & Company shall 
from tmie t o  t ime as often as occasion shall require elect & Choose in  their  
Colhon H a l l  a Bedle t o  serve t h e  sald Fellowshipp & Company. which Bedle shall 
or may bee agame displaced for his negligence carelessnes-e or nnsdeanleanor by  
the  sdld N a s t e r  & Wardens  for tlle time being with t h e  consent of the  greater 
pte  of t h e  said Fellowshipp & Coinpany or a t  a n y  other  t m e  when they shall 
please. 

I T E X  ~ t t  1s ordered & agreed T h a t  none of t h e  Articles & order. before 
menconed shall bee hur t fu l l  or p'iudlcisll to  t h e  Author i ty  of ye Biaior Justices 
Aldernien or  other  Officers of t h e  saicl Chty of Exon  for  t h e  t ime being, b u t  
t h a t  they  & every of them shall & may have ful l  power & anthorl ty  to  use & 
exelclse their  Offices over all psons being free of t h e  sald Fel lo\vsh~pp & Conlpany 
as amply & a s  largely as  if these Acts Orders  & Ordinances had never been 
made or agreed upon These p sents or anything herem compr~sed  and  contained 
to the  con t ra ry  thereof 111 anymise ~ ~ o t w i t h s t a i ~ d i n g .  

I T E M  i t t  is fu r ther  agreed & Ordered, t h a t  if a n y  paon within ye said City 
& County of E x o n  having served a n  Apprent ishipp of Seaven yeares a t  t h e  
least with some member of the  said Company shall not within Six Noneths  
n e s t  a f te r  t h e  end of his said Terme take  his Freedome of t h e  said Fellowsliipp 
& Company. t h a t  t h e n  he  shall forfeit & pay  t h e  Sume of Twelve pence 
Quarter ly t o  t h e  N a s t e r  or Wardens  of t h e  said Company for  t h e  bet ter  support 
& maintenance of t h e  said Society. 

I T E M  i t t  is  fu r ther  agreed & ordered, t h a t  noe ;\laster of t h e  said Socyety 
shall p 'sume to malre a n y  psoli Free  of t h e  said Company b u t  only up011 one 
of the  Quar te r  Dayes aforesaid, and i n  the  opeu I l a l l  on payna of forfeiting 
Five Pounds  to  bee recovered by  way of Distresse & Sale as  aforesaid. 

ITEAI i t t  is lastly agreed & ordered, t h a t  all p 011s Free  of t h e  foresaid 
Fellowshipp & Company shall keep themselves within t h e  Bo~unds & lyn?itts of 
thelr own pper  Trade  A r t e  Blistery or pfession & shall not  p'suine to  intrench 
~ n v a d e  annoy or mdke use of a n y  other of t h e  foresaid Trades upon paine of 
forfeiting of Five pounds t o  Eee levyed by way of Distresse & Sale as  aforesaid. 



FRIDAY, OCTOBER. 

HI<: Tlotlge met  a t  l'reeinasons' Hall  a t  5 11.111. Present:-l3ros. 
V . V - C r .  I . P .  as  3 1  : .T. TTalter T-Tobbs. 
P.A.G.D.C.. I .G . .  as S.TV.: T. 31. Car ter .  P .Pr .G.St .B. .  Bristol. 
Stew..  as  J . X .  : TV. J. Songhurst .  P .G.C. .  Sere tary  : Gorclon P. G. 
H ills. P . . i .G.Sup.W. .  P.3I. .  1).C4. : and  Lionel Vibert .  .i.G.I).C.. 
P.31. 

Also t h e  following meinbcrs of t he  Corresponilene Circle :- 
l%ros. J a s .  J. 1)rought. P.G.D.. IT. 1-1. E. Car~ . .  J a s .  11. Po t t s .  L .  

Sh:~w.  TV. B. Brook. Rd. >I .  Philli!,~. J. R .  Dash\vood. Wal ter  Dewes. I1obt. Colscll. 
P .d .G. l ) .C ' . .  I<. J .  Sntlleir. L .  G. TTenring, Col. T. 31. \\.aliefield. \V. 1)igby 0ve11s.  
P .d .G.St .B. .  A.  E. G u ~ . n e ~ - ,  P e r r y  tl. Horley. F. J .  Asbury. P..A.G.I>.C1.. \V. T. J .  Gun. 
H. Spencer. E. P .  Gambs. d. L. Rider .  P.A.G.D.O.. Col. F rcd .  S. Terry.  J. Ed.  
Whi t ty .  Augustns Smi th .  C,. L o b a ~ ~ o ~ - R o s t ~ \ - ~ l i $ .  Ar thu r  Sice, Ed .  T!. Holines. 13. 
Ivanoff. Henry  G. Gold. B .  Telepneff. \V. H.  T-Lnrsi, It. C.. L e m i ~ ~ ,  Ivor G r a a t l ~ a i i ~ .  
0. W. Duiwombc.  Gco. D.  Pooley. Robt.  Blalre. A.  Platonoff, Richarcl Latham.  
Harold AI. Pinnell. A. Pu t l and .  H. J o h n s o ~ ~ .  Geo. Simpsoil. A. F. Ford ,  TI-in. Lewis. 
IT. Young Huclis. D. Warlilier, J .  Fitz-Gerald.  T .  W.  Scot t .  P.A.G.I).C.. I. Kestcroff. 
G .  E. Kells.  G. TT. Richmond. F. K .  Jen-son. E. War ren .  F. 31. B t l i i ~ ~ s o n ,  11. Whcatley. 
J. W. H. Egre.  P .G .D . .  IT. R .  Sealken. TT. Brinkworth,  A .  Y. Jlayell ,  A.  I. I-louse. 
1-1. Forbes George. ailcl I). A.  J .  Iicsslcr. 

Also the  following T-isitors:-1%ros. Roland Jlayell .  P.31. .  H i r a m  Lodge 
No. 2416: Henry  S. Pliillips. 1 .P . J I . .  17nity and  Prndcnce Lodge No. 1136: A. S .  
J l e r r i t t .  Chingford Lodge KO.  28.59: 31. Smi~moff : I I I C ~  1'. C'hatelain, G r e ~ ~ n d i e r s  I a t l p  
No. 66 :  L. 31. Rend.  La Belle Sauvnge Lodge No. 3093: .l. Ruper t i .  Penta lpha  
Lodge KO. 974: U.  Seymour JThidba~i ,  TT.11.. Fr iends  in C ~ u n c i l  Lodge No. 1383: 
and T. 31. Tinnns. P.31.. S t .  3larlrs Lodge No. 837. 

Letters of a!)ology for non-attelldance ve re  reported from Bros. Geo. Norinai1. 
P.A.G.C.D., TIT.3T. : S i r  Alfred liobhius, P . G . T . .  Pres .B.G.P. .  P.11.  : Rev. H .  Poolc. 
P .Pr .G.Ch. .  TTestmorland & Cuinbe1.1antl. S.W. ; H. C. cle Lafontainc.  P.G.D..  J . lV.  : 
Ed .  Conder. L.11.. P .3I .  : J. T.  Thorp.  P .G.U. .  P . J I . :  R o d f .  H. B a s t e r .  P.A.G.D.C.. 
1'.3I. ; Gilbert W.  Daynes. S.1). : J. Heron Leppcr.  P.C.D.. I r c l a ~ ~ d ,  P.31.:  TV. J. 
Williams, I .G. : C'. Powell, P.G.I>.,  P . 3 l .  ; F d .  Armitage.  P .G.D. ,  Treasurer : \V. 
\Vatson, P.A.G.D.C. : J .  E. S. Tncliett, P.A.G.S.I%., P.31. : F .  J. TT. Crowe. 
l'..i.G.I),C,, P.31. : ancl S .  T. K le i~ i ,  L .R . ,  P .M.  

Bra. Rel-. H. Poole was elected Master of tlic Lodge for t h e  ensuing yea r .  Bro. 
E. Armitage P.G.I) . .  P.31.  n a s  re-elected Treasurer,  and  Bro. J. H. JlcNaughton \\.:IS 

re-elected T;-ler. 

Six Lodgcs. two Lodges of Ins t ruct ion ,  one 
S e ~ e ~ ~ t y - f i v e  Brct11re11 were elected t o  meinbership of 

S t u d y  Circle, oue Library and 
the Cor re sponde~~ce  Circle. 

The following !japer v-as rend : - 



JOHANN AUGUST STARCK AND HIS RITE OF 
SPIRITUAL MASONRY. 

' T l~e re  is ~ l o t  a life i n  all the recolds of 
the past.  hut. properly stl~tliecl. nligl~t leu! 
:L hint allcl a llelp t o  some co11ten1poral.y. 

( .  The llorality of the Profession of Letters.' 
by Lb~bcrt Louis Stevenson.) 

OIIANN ATJGTTST STARCK was a remarkable personality 
belonging to a remarkable period of European history-the 
second half of the eighteenth ccntury. H e  played a conspicuous 
r61e in the  German Freemasonrv of his time. and traces of his 
doctrines have persisted in some by-ways of Continental 
11asoiwy to the present day L in fact, very few Masonic 
ledders have excited snch general sensation and such divergence 
of opinion as Starck.' 

The second half of the eighteenth century was a period of general unrest.' 
Long-established ethical and political values were being reviewed, and n e v  
horizons seemed to  open before the searching gaze of the  agitated human mind. 
The culminating point and a visible expression of this restlessiless was the great 
French Revolution of 1789 with its subsequent conquests in Europe. This overt 
political revolt was long preceded by a fierce intellectual struggle and a clash of 
opposite ideals and aspiratious. Secret societies with hidden political aims were 
formed by antagonistic canlps: some for the sinister purpose of spreading 
revolutioiiary and anti-religious ideas, others to protect the  tottering banners of 
Monarchy and Church. I n  Germany the struggle was aggravated by a bitter 
hatred and suspicions nourished by the Lutheran Church against Roman 
Cdtliolicism. and esr~eciallv its secret emissaries-the Jesuits. A t  the same time 
a strong national feeling arose, clamouring for restitution of ancient German 
cnstoms ' and defying the  traditions and manners of German society, which had 
become subservient to the fashions of the French Court. The turbulent chaos 
of these several parties and wiclely diverging mterests was distinguished by one 
general feature-an incessant search and longing for the discovery of ' Truth. '  
The methods and results of this search were different: some applied methods of 
logic and scientific experiment: some, those of mystical processes and mediaval 
recipes of alchemists. astrologers and ' magicians ' ; but all were obsessed with 
the haunting desire of new discoveries in the fasciilating region of ' Nysteries of 
Nature and Science. ' G 

1 Sometimes spelt ' Stnrli.' 
2 See. for instance. :I curions article in Le ,S~rnbolisine~ June, 1926 (Le 

Septennire de l:& Jlayonnerie mystique). 
3 :lll~lenleines TIandhiicl~, iii., 307. 
4 Notes on Rosicixcimis. 6-7. 
5 This rerival of German nationalism led in some circles to a strong interest 

in legencls ancl tales of Germall meclizeval chivalry. 
6 T h e  Life of G'oeflie, 63, 07,  101> 107, 1'2.5. 



Most of these cross-currents found their reflection in ' high ' grades of 
German hlasonry, grafted on to the orthodox three degrees during tha t  turbulent 
period. Among those who invented, developed, or introduced such grades into 
German Lodges, were many charlatans and dubious adventurers, ready to use 
the existing state of ferment for the purposes of their own advancement or 
enrichment there were also leaders with political ambitions, trying to exploit 
new Masonic Systems for the benefit of their political parties. Yet. there 
existed as well a number of sincere seekers for ' Truth  ' who. though sometimes 
self-deceived. believed honestly that  they had drawn aside a par t  of the mysterious 
veil hiding its sanctuary. having obtained Light ' they endeavoured to i lh~inine 
with its rays their fellow-Masons through suitable grades and instructions. 

Starck stood on the  side of those who were upholding traditions, religious 
beliefs and reigning houses against destructive negation, atheism and revolution.' 
A staunch supporter of Monarchism and Religion, he always professed. however, 
one liberal tendency.-a general tolerance towards all ramifications of Christianity. 
Starck sought for ' Truth  ' according to  the nlystical recipes of med i~vn l  
philosophers; a t  one time he attempted to  impress his spiritual attainments upon 
German JIasonry. H e  wandered, together with so many of his contemporaries. 
along strange and adventurous by-paths of Jlasonry of his days. but only t o  
discover in the end its real and abiding value. 

For many years Starck led a restive and wandering life. not unlike those 
mysterious Nasonic adepts ' of the  period who traversed Europe in search of 
Nasonic mysteries or to  advance the aims of some occult socirties. This in 
itself was a romance and an  adventure, considering the  discomforts. difficulties 
and dangers of travelling in those days.s I t  fitted well into the  conceptioil of 
those people who then believed in the existence of mysterious teachers of hidden 
sciences. s11ch ' Masters ' were supposed to be travelling round Europe in order 
to select and to instruct worthy students. Sonletiines Starck was taken to be 
one of that  mysterious confraternity of adepts-a possessor of occult knowledge 
and supernatural powers. 

Starck was born on the  29th October. 1741. a t  Schwerin. in I\Iecklenbnre." " 
His father was a clergyman and President of the  Schwerin Consistory: he was 
distinguished as a strictly orthodox Lutheran cleric by the rigidity of his religious 
views. Starck was educated in the  schools of his native town and was also well 
grounded in his own home. 1Ie studied theology, philosophy and OrientaI 
languages a t  the University of Gottingen ancl afterwards became Master of Arts, 
Doctor of Theology arid a member of the Society of Sciences. From 1763 t o  
1765 Starck was a teacher of Oriental languages and archeology a t  S t .  Petersburg. 
and then left for a short visit to E n ~ l a n d .  From November. 1765. untiI - 
August. 1766, he occupied the post of an  interpreter of Oriental manuscripts 
a t  the Royal Library in Paris, where he brought letters of introduction from 
the Marquis de Baunet, the French Ambassador a t  the Court of S t .  Petersburg: 
S tuck ' s  salary was 1.000 livres. After tha t ,  Starck suddenly transformed him- 
self into a modest CO-rector of a school a t  Wismar, and a t  the  beginning of Nay.  
1768, for some mysterious reason proceeded again to St .  Petersburg. From 1769' 
to 1777 he was a professor of theology and a Court-Chaplain in Konigsberg. 
There he married ill 1774. IIis wife was the daughter of a certain Schulz, a 
well-known and generally esteemed theologian of l&igsberg. She was deeply 
attached to her h i~sband,  and a lady of considerable abilities and k n o ~ l e d g e . ' ~  
I n  1776 Starck was appointed Chief Court-Chaplain and General Superinteudent. 
in fine, he obtained in Konigsberg the highest rank and position possible for a 
Protestant clergyman." H e  achieved this in spite of some antagonism provoked 
by his liberal or rather tolerant views concerning Christian dogmas. and also by  

T r i l ~ m p l i  d r r  P l ~ ~ l o ~ o p l ~ i e .  330. Biographic Unirersellc, r. 40, 168.169. 
T h e  L i f e  o f  G o c f l i e .  199. 

"For the  niniii points of Starcli's biography see ,4 l lyenic ines  l i ' nndb~cc l i ,  iii., 
and r l l l r ~ e n ~ e i n e  I l e ~ r f s c l ~ c  B i o g m p h i c  Bnnd 33. 

l 0  In 1803 she published ' A letter on Paganism and Cl~ristianity,' nlurn,  21. 
A b v e n o t l i ~ g t e  F o r t s e f z z t n g ,  146. 



his advocacy of I\lasonry and its doctrines. This  antagonisin against Starck resulted 
chiefly from e n v y . l % l t h o ~ ~ g h  his views were u i~doubted ly  somewhat unusual by  
their broadmii~dedness and  courage. Starck's ideas viere vividly reflected i n  the  
book then  published by  him undey- the  tit le / I P p f i t i . s f i o i i ,  t h e  assumed name of a n  
Egypt ian  priest.  I n  this  book Starck asserted t h a t  Christian dogmas and cult 
owed the i r  pr imal  origin to  Egyptian religious doctrines l 3  : h e  dwelt 011 t h e  
esoteric side of t h e  Ancient  nlysteries and  t h e  science of t h e  sacerdotal caste of 
priests, their  custodians: he  drew attelition t o  some analogy between Pagan  
Mysteries a n d  primitive Christianity and showed himself a severe critic of the  
Old Testament  a n d  i t s  reflection of t h e  Jewish religion and  God,  purely local 
and jealous of other  peoples l ' : he spoke of t h e  union .2f Christian Churches.l.j 
I t  is small wonder t h a t  those envious of Starck 's  position had  a b u n d a n t  material 
to  complain of his  ' heresy, '  b u t  t h e  Grand Consistory ill Berlin itself took Starclr 
under Its powerful p r ~ t e c t i o n . ~ "  and a n  excellent post was offered him a t  \%7isinar." 
Once more,  i n  spite of high pro tec t~on ,  advantageous offers and  honours, some 
secret motive drove Starclr away from Konigsberg towards t h e  E a s t :  he  un-  
expectedly demanded to be  discharged from his d i~ t inguished  office, and i11 
J a n u a r y ,  1777, went t o  Iflit tau, i n  Courland, where h e  had  nothing better in  
view t h a n  t h e  position of a junior professor of philosophy i n  a n  ordinary school ! 
I n  September of t h e  same year Starck was recommended by  t h e  f u t u r e  Duke of 
Brunswick-Oels. Frederick Augustus,-for a post i11 Brunswick, b u t  without 
success: t h e  reason m a y  have been t h a t  enquiries concerning Starck 's  activities 
a t  N i t t a u  did not  prove as  satisfactory as  expected for Starck certainly indulged 
in those days i n  some vague Cabalistic and  JIagical studies. Most probably, 
however, his religious opinions were then considered not  sufficiently rigid for t h e  
projected ecclesiastical appointment.18 

A t  th i s  period of his  life Starck had already acquired a high reputat ion 
as  a learned scholar, and also a, wide-spread renown as  a Masonic adept ,  well 
versed i n  t h e  sublime ' Spir i tual  ' mysteries of t h e  Masonic O r d e r . l V o u ~ a r d s  
t h e  end of 1777 h e  was approached by Pr ince  K a r l  of iUecklenburg-Strelitz and  
bv  t h e  Princes of Hesse-1)arnistadt with a ueculiar d e m a n d :  thev  asked Starck 
for instructioli  i11 those hidden sciences of which he  was t h e  reputed adept.  
Starck replied t h a t  such instruction was not possible a t  a distance.20 Thereupon. 
t h e  capable a n d  enlightened Prince Ludwig of Hesse-Darinstadt,  the  f u t u r e  
reigning Grand  D u k e "  and  faithful protector of Starck,  procured for him i n  
l i 8 1  a post a t  Darnis tadt .  Between 1785 and 1789 a controversy raged round 
Starck a n d  his numerous writings : some accused h im of being a secret Catholic, 
others of personal ambitions and even of charlatanry.  Starck replied by a 
vigorous refutat ion of these accusations. Nei ther  insliiuation nor direct a t tack 
could shake his firmly established position a t  t h e  Ducal  Court  and i n  t h e  
L u t h e r a n  Church.' R e  evidently was able t o  ~ a t i s f y  tlie secular a n d  ecclesiastical 
powers a s  t o  his  beliefs a n d  intentions. Moreover he  seems t o  have been in posses- 
sion of some mysterious knowledge of s ~ f i c i e n t .  import  for  t h e  inquir ing mind of 
t h e  ru l ine  Prince-obviouslv t h e  la t ter  should have been t h e  first t o  detect either 
char la tanry  or  deceit.?? Starclr S famc ~ p r e a d  not  only a n ~ o n g  t h e  local society 
bu t  also f a r  and  wide i n  Germany.- '  h lany  s trangers  travelled to  Darmstadt  

'"lum. 25. 
l : '  l lc j~l i i i .r t ;ot~.  27.". 1,l ill., 75-78. '"b... 12. 
l"Irim, 30. l 7  ill., 31. 
1 8  .-lll!/erncines IInntlhuc!!. iii.. 303. 
' 9  ?,'fwcts i iber. . . . 11. 
2 0  .Yi!lrtirfsfei,n, iii.. 177-200. 
2 1  Vnder the name of Ludwig I.-Rorn .June 14th. 1733, died April Gth, 1830. 

TJnlike some other princelil~gs of his time in Germany, lie n-as a just and talented 
ruler. who kept well abreast of the aclvancecl ideas of his time, nlthough not giring 
in  to tlie es t ren~is t s :  protector of Freem:~sonry in his d o m a i ~ ~ ,  hjmself a eenlons Jlason 
and a seeker of ' higher lrysterics ' (.-l/lqc~rt~rine.s IItrtitlb~rch, I. ,  622). In spite of 
the exceptional difficulties of his r e i g ~ ~  (xnrs against the revolutionary France. In 
which he  took p a r t :  N:~y)leon's invasion of Gerlnany. etc.) he preserrcd intact the 
greater part of his possessiol~s. 

'? The Prince t m ~ s  i~~i t intet l  illto S t a ~ ~ l r ' s  l l i tc iPuigin, 18th cent11r:-. 292). 
. l l l ! / c ~ ~ ~ ~ i r i e  I)eictsrli c J~ifi!lt~trpltic,. 13.33. 465-466. 



.on1 the  Frontispiece t o  Starck 's  G c s r . h i c h t t ~  I / ? /  ~ ' / ~ r i s t / i c . / ~ c / ~  J < I I ~ I ~ / I ? ,  

the  British illuselun Libra ry .  Reproduced hy the  courtesy of t h e  
Authori t ies  of the  British Alusrlml. 





at t racted by  his reputat ion a n d  sought a n  audience of h im.  H e  retired 

frolll all disquiet of outward activities and  passed his life among a small circle of 
f r i e~ lds .  seldom leaving his  seclusion." Starck held t h e  l ~ i g h l y  l lono~uable and 
importallt office of Chief Court-Chaplain and Consistorial Councillor: in  1807 he  
was decorated with t h e  Grand  Cross of X e r i t ,  i n  1811 elevated t o  nobility and 
created Baron. H e  died on t h e  3rd ;\larch. 1816. 

Starclr wrote a number  of learned treatises 011 theological and historical 
subjects, most of them emphasizing his views of Blasonic tenets,  their  origin and  
significant:. Although some of t h e  la t ter  writings a re  i n  place.< distorted by the  
hea t  of polenlics or m a d e  tedious by  frequent  repetitions, several chapters still 
present a n  edifying reading,  especially i n  t h e  t'wo editions of his dpolog!/ for  
tlrc OiyJ~r  of / , ' r e e ~ i r c l ~ ~ ~ o . , ? / . ? / ~ ~ ~  which were published anonynlously. Some of his 
writings were t ranslated into several languages. .-ll)oTog!/ was re-printed 
many  times, and a n  especial edition was published by  t h e  Lodge of Cassel and  
within a few years rendered into Danish. Swedish a n d  Russian. 

Starck had been ini t ia ted i n  l761 in a French mil i tary Lodge a t  Gottingen. 
During his sojourn i n  P a r i s  h e  became acquainted with several ' high degrees ' 
t h e n  i n  fashion. H e  was one of t h e  founders of t h e  Lodge of Three Lions, 
established a t  Wismar on t h e  17th February.  1767, under  t h e  authori ty  of t h e  
R,ostock Lodge of Three S t a r s  which worked under  t h e  Templar  Ri te  of St'rict 
Observance." Starck took t h e  ofice of Deputy J u n i o r  W a r d e n  of t h e  new Lodge. 
Two other important  founders of this  Lodge were Baron von Vegesaclr" and von 
B ~ h n e n . ~ ~  To t h e  ordinary or ' S t .  John ' s  ' Lodge of th ree  degrees a ' Scottish ' 

Lodge of ' h i g h e r '  grades was attached-' Gustavus of t h e  Golden Hammer  ' ;  
t o  t h e  la t ter  a h i ther to  unknown body was joined, a ' Clerical  chapter,'?"^ 
complete the  circle of ' perfect initiation. '  

Soon af ter  t h e  foundat ion of t h e  Wisinar Lodge Starcli applied t o  a n  
influential Rostock official of t h e  Str ic t  Observance System, von S ~ h r o t e r . ~ ~  with 
t h e  astonishing assertion t h a t  he ,  Starck,  was i n  possession of some Masonic 
knowledge, higher t h a n  a n y  so f a r  revealed t o  ordinary members  of t h e  Craft  and 
even to adepts of i ts  Templar  Grades:  this mysterious knowledge was obtained 
and  entrusted t o  him a t  S t .  Pe te rsburg :  he  was also i n  contact with other 
Blasters of the  t r u e  A r t  ' i11 F r a n c e :  and h e  now w o d d  like t o  enter into 
comnlunication concerning these grave matters  with t h e  Grand  Blaster (or 
Commander)" of t h e  S t r ic t  Observance Lodges. Such was t,he na ture  of 
Starclr's extraordinary message, and  i t  is a characteristic sign of t h e  tinle t h a t  
Starck's somewhat peremptory denland was neither laughed a t  nor  rejected. 

2 1 llio~lr.o~~/~irc P7?i ivers~lla, v . .  40, 168-169 (the cl;~inl containcd in this 
biographical note concerning Starck's alleged Catholicism appears to be del-oid of 
foundation-see .lllqcrn~ines Ilrrnrlb~rcl~, ii i . ,  312-313). The f o l l o ~ i n g  account of a risit  
to Starcli's house is o'f some interest :-" C'est dans les ranl~orts  cle l a  vie. 1111 hornme 
asscz r i f ,  mais Ih auwi, c o n ~ n ~ ~  da11s ses ceurres, il ne n e i t  clissin~ulcr nne certaine 
npplication p4nible qui se t rahi t  plus encore dans ses sermons. anssi sont-ils moins 
frt.qnent6s clue. pour lellr ralcur itrtrinsiqne, ils Ile m t ~ * i t e r a i c ~ ~ t  cle 1'6tre. Sn fen~lnn 
parait al-oir beaucon11 d'intelligence e t  do rai!on. mais elle parle peu, e t  il y tclate 
tant  cle goilt qu'on s'y tronve & I'aise B pelne y est on entr4! Lenr union est 
heurense, hien qn'ils n'aient pas d'cnfants. En retour, ils aiment les oisenux et  les 
chiens " (T'o!jcc~qenr ?L l)tcimstntlt, 1784). 

A fairly complete list of Starck's writings is giren i l l  an  Appendix. 
2 6  Starck's name in the Strict Obserl-ance was ' ab hquila fulra ' (ACgenothi~gfe 

Fo~tsetziii~,rl. 130). 
2 7  naron Friedrich ron Vegesaclr. born in 1726, asserted tha t  he was accepted 

into the Templar Orcler in 1749 bv the Grand Jlaster of Aul-ergne. Comte de la Tour 
cl11 P i n ;  called himself as K11i~h.t of the Order. Fredericus a Leone insurgentc: In 
l770 introclnced Starck's Rite in Stoclrhol~n: worked for some time diligently for the 
t:l.ol)zgation of this Rite, but gradually dropped out. Starclr often referred to him 
as the real chief of the Rite  (.-lllgerncirtes IIandbztch, iii.. 401: Abgentithigte Fortsetzicng. 
l5U. 160). 

2 8  Joh. 'iron Bohnen, born in 1726, a lieutenant in the Swedish service, later 
cc~lonel and co~mnanclant of Wismar. known in Starclr's Rite as Augustus ab Hippo- 
pota~no, took part in the introduction of this R.ite into Sweden: Starck also refcrred 
to him as one of the chiefs of his Rites (Abgentithigte Fo~fsetzung,  160). 

2Would ,  iii., 104. 
3 P  Joachiln Heinrich v. Schrater. born in 172.7. known in the Strict Observance 

as Henrlcus Eques a grue; in civil life-Secret Juridic Councillor. 
' Heermeister.' 



So strong was t h e  wide-spread belief i n  t h e  existence of ' hidden sciences ' a n d  
their mysterious keepers, t h a t  von Schroter decided to give Starck a n  opportuni ty 
of writinp direct t o  t h e  Grand  Master. Ye t .  von Schroter was considered to b e  

0 

a n  enlightened m a n ,  free from a n y  superstitious seeking af ter  occult n~ys te r ies .~ '  
The only precaution taken by  von Schroter was not t o  disclose to  Starck the  
actual n a m e  or t h e  whereabouts of the  Grand Mas te r :  he himself forwarded t o  
the  la t ter  a communication especially written for  t h e  purpose by  Starck.'" 

In  th i s  le t ter  Starck reiterated t h a t  there was a Lodge outside of Germany, 
the  leaders of which possessed knowledge of concealed inner  mysteries of t h e  Order. 
H e  fur ther  affirmed t h a t  he  had some influence i n  th i s  mysterious Lodge o r  
Chapter a n d  desired t o  br ing t h e  leaders of t h e  Str ic t  Observance into contact 
wlth t h e  repository of hidden knowledge. Starck also announved his intention 
to visit short ly  th i s  impor tan t  centre of mysterious knowledge, and  asked t h e  
Grand l l a s t e r  t o  le t  him know his wishes. Before replying t o  th i s  addrecs. t h e  
Grand Master  decided t o  conmlunicate first with members of his Council, and 
this considerably delayed t h e  answer. 

111 t h e  meantime.  Starck a n ~ r o a c l l e d  another  influential inember of t h e  
L L 

Strict Observance, who had  b y  then  replaced v011 Schroter i n  Rostock: this was 
Erns t  Werner  von Raven."  Known i n  t h e  Str ic t  Observance under  the  motto 
of Ernestus  Eques a N a r g a r i t a ,  von Raven was generdlly considered to be a 
thoroughly honkst m a n ,  worthy of all esteem, bu t -  unfortunately not  very far-  
Lreinv, a n d  hence a n  easv tool i n  t h e  hands of clever adventurers  a n d   charlatan^.^' 
A man of von Raven ' s  high s tauding in society and  i n  Xasonry  was natural ly  a 
desirable acquisition for  anyone who tried to  propagate  new ideas or simply t o  
grat i fy personal ambition through false pretences of mysterious adeptship. Von 
Raven was deeply interested i n  the  discovery of occult wisdom, and  t h e  dreams 
of alchemists were for him realities, could one b u t  know how t o  accomnlish t h e  
Great Work-to prepare t h e  philosopher S stone, then t o  achieve t h e  t ransmuta-  
tion of base metals into gold, of which, incidentally, he sonletimes stood i n  need. 
Neans  of conlinunicating wlth t h e  world of spirits were also a n  object of his 
strange studies. H e  was  ever eager to  listen t o  anyone who pronlised him new 
instructions of such na ture .  Apparent ly,  Starck gave him some hints  of t h e  
chance of such occult revelations, especially i n  t h e  regions of alchemy "' ' nmore- 
over, he perhuaded von Raven t h a t  a great  service might  be rendered t o  the  Strict 
Observance by his  intervention on Starck 's  behalf.  Von Raven  agreed to use 
his influence i n  t h e  Order  and  urged t h e  Grand  Master t o  give Starck a n  
opportumty of adding fur ther  knowledge to t h a t  already possessed by  t h e  Strict 
Observance leaders. Accordingly, Starclr was allowed t o  correspond directly 
with t h e  Grand  3laster  and  could a t  last formulate  i n  a more definite manner  
111s desires a n d  ~ r o m i s e s .  

T o  understand clearer t h e  na ture  of S ta rck ' s  promises a n d  their  effect, a 
glance a t  t h e  aims and  position of t h e  Str ic t  Observance itself is necessary. 

U n d e r  t h e  BIasonic R i t e  or System of Str ic t  Observance is understood a 
certain revival of t h e  Templar  Order as organized among German JJasonry by  
Baron von H ~ n d . ~ ~  This  revival was based on t h e  assumption t h a t  Freemasonry 

33 .lllr/ernein~s T I ( I I I ~ I I I I C ~ I .  iii.. 202. 33 ib.! iii.. 305. 
I h r n  1727, diecl 1787. 

3' All~le~neines Ilnnrlliirc.11. iii.. 18. 3 6  ;b . ,  iii., IS.  
This p p e r  obvio~~slq- can11c')t he eo~rcerned with the origin of the System, 

asc.li11ed by some writers to  the Jacobites in France or i11 Scotland, who, schemillg for 
t h e  restoration of the Stuarts,  tried to use hlasonry iu the del-elopment of its high 
grades for political purposes: then initiated into a Tenlplar degree. perhaps fo~inded 
upon some vestiges of Christian chivalry anlong old Jrasonic traditions and ritualistic 
fr:~glnents. the said roil Hullcl. X-110 certainly lalen- nothing of their real motives: nhen 
their political designs had crunlblecl, they left ron Hund t o  his own devices ancl 
~inc!cri:iinties. This v ie r .  quite plnnsible a t  first sight, though contradicted by other 
n-riters, does not affect this paper. wllich deals only with the shal~e and form the Strict 
9bscrrance presented in Gennnny t l ~ ~ r i n g  Starclr's Jlasonic actirities. No t ~ ~ r c c  of 
Jacobite intrigues was to be found in roil I-luncl's system. An inclination towards 
Catliolic ritualisin could. ho~rever. be obserrcd. and this may lend (a little %coloul. to  
the alleged influence of the Jesuits on the clerelo~~ments of some higher Jlasonic 
clegrces on the Continent. (See .l.(,).C. s ss i i . ,  30. 31. 37. 35. 46.) 



was the contilluatior~ of and the cloak for the medizval Order of Knights Templar, 
dissolved in 1313. I t  was sought to establish this continuity by some legendary 
claims. It was affirmed tha t  the Grand Prior of Auvergne, named D ' A u m o ~ l t , ~ ~  
made his escape from prison during the persecution of the Templars and after 
devious wanderiugs landed on an  islet near the  Scottish coast. According t o  
another version of the legend, one Pietro di Bologna was made the chief hero 
of the whole story : he  was supposed to belong to the ecclesiastical or ' clerical "" 
branch of the Templar Order and escaped to Scotland by the  way of the domains 
of the Teutonic Knights and F i n l a n d  he encountered I>'Auinont during his 
travels and brought him to  Scotland. Cltimately, liaving met some other Knights 
of the Order, D'Aumont appeared in Scotland as Grand Master of the Tenlplar 
Order disguised under 3lasonry. The following fantastic list of Grand Masters 
succeeding to the last historical Grand Naster, Jacques de %Iolay, was adopted 
by the Strict Observance :- 

Anianus I .  (D'  Aumont) restaurator Ordinis, 1312-1313. 
I-Iarris. 
Sylvester a Grumpach. 
Stewart. 
Olbrack. Hibernus. 
Battes, Scotus (electio incerta-1427). 
Lindwerth. Hibernus. 
Galbert, Gallus. 
Glocester. Anglus. 
Auinont 11.. Nepos ex fratre Amani I .  
Aunlont I I I . ,  filius antecedent. 
Aumout I V . ,  filius antecedent. 
Hawkins, Scotus. 
Steward 11. 
nlense l l a r t i i  gremi Schettwin. 
Eques a Tonitru. 
Eques ab Equo nigro. 
Eques ab  Oceano. 
Eques a Leone aureo. 
Eques ab Unione. 
Eques a Sole aureo elect. 
Eques a Victoria. 
Eques a Leone resurgente. 

The last three Latin pseudonynls were believed to refer IQ0 the Young 
Pretender. Prince Charles Edward (a Sole aureo) : Ferdinand, Duke of 
Brunswick 41  (a Victoria), and Kar l ,  Prince of Hesse-Cassel 4 2  (a Leone resurgente). 
Whereas the participation of the  last two in the restored Order of the Temple 
is undoubted, there is not so much likelihood of any real connection between 
the Young Pretender and the Teinplar Order, of whatsoever 

Unhistorical as is the  alleged succession of Templar Grand Masters, still 
there may be a germ of t ru th  in the legendary history believed in by members 

3 s  History does not know of such a Prior. 
?"t sl~ould be noted that the essential meaning in which the n-ord ' clerica! ' 

was used b -  Starcli, was the meaning of the word ' ecclesiastical ! : further. 111 

Riissian the n-ord ' clerical ' <\\.ith the meaning of . ecclesiastict~l ' is equi~alent to and 
synonymous with the word spiritual.' 

4 0  A.Q.C. xsri.,  61-66. Allgemeines Hcrndhuch., i i . ,  476, and i.. 618. 
4 1  Born :II 1721, died in 1792. A celebrated military lender of his time, a 

zealous Jlason and a student of Hermetic lore. 
4; Born in 1744. died ill 1836. An ardent l[ason and an adept of many 

' higher grades. 
43  Die Tempc lhewn ,  59-60 and 66. Stavli himself had evidently also strong 

clni~bts concerning the Young P~xkencler's 3Tasonlc or Templa~ activities ( S i g n n t s t c ~ . n .  
111.. 140). Thc Touiig Pretender did n o t  seem to hal-e actually dcnied his membership 
of the Order: he appeared t o  evade a direct answer n-hen s11ch was required from him 
(Ulum, 8). 



of t h e  Str ic t  Observance. A few ardent  Knigh t  Templars comparatively safe 
in  Scotland from t h e  worst afflictions which befell their  Order ,  may  perhaps have 
continued i ts  gatherings under  a disgulse and  infused p a r t  of i ts  secret doctrines 
and custcnls in to  some l lasonic Lodges. T h e  Order  of t h e  Temple, which had  
covered Christendom with i t s  Churches and  strongholds, presumably included 
some architects and  workers i n  stone,%-' hence a n  easy connection with llasonic 
Lodges i n  Scotland. This  theory, however, mus t  fo; t h e  present renlain only 
u 1~ui-e c o t z j e c t u r e :  the re  a r e  so f a r  no corroborating facts. 

A fur ther  p a r t  of t h e  Str ic t  Observance beliefs was t h e  possession by 
medizval K n i g h t s  Tenlplar of occult knowledge and  teachings of nlysterious 
nature.  There.  again,  some t r u t h  may be hidden under  t h e  extravagant  asser- 
tions of th i s  k ind .  Anlong t h e  Knights  of t h e  Templar  Order there might  have 
been secret groups professing their  pal t icular  secret ideas, a n d  perhaps workiag 
their own r i tuals ,  developed through contact with Eas te rn  mystical  association^.^' 
I n  fact ,  t h e  Templars were believed by many t o  have been t h e  custodians of 
wondrous mysteries and occult lore. l 6  

T h e  chief propagator  of t h e  Templar System of S t r ic t  Observance which 
had absorbcd these ihecries a n d  ~ o n n e c t i n g  legends was von H u n d ,  who hegan 
t o  spread t h e  System i n  Germany from 1751. 

I h r l  G x t h e l f  Baron von Runcl and A l t e n g r o t k a ~ ~ .  Hered i ta ry  Lord of 
Lipse etc..  was born on t h e  11th September. 1722. a n d  died on the  
8 th  November, 1776. H e  was initiated a t  Frankfor t  i n  1741. received the  
degree of Master-Alason a t  Gand during t h e  summer of 1742, a n d  proceeded to 
Paris  a t  t h e  end of t h e  same year, where h e  is said to  have been 
introduced into t h e  Templar  Order  by a mysterious K n i g h t  of t h e  Red P lume 
i n  t h e  presence of Lords Kilmarnock and Clifford: h e  is also believed to have 
been then  wresented t o  t h e  Youne  Pretender  whom h e  thoueht  t o  be Grand  

c, - 
Naster  of t h e  Order .  Contradictory opinions a r e  held concerning von H u n d  S 

character.  Sonle, like D r .  Begemann,18 go so f a r  as t o  accuse von H u n d  of 
complete ignorance and  even forgery, as  well as  of hidden political motives of 
a n  ambitious n a t ~ r e . ~ " S o m e  of the  leaders of t h e  S t r ic t  Observance most 
probably did cherish political and  personal a ims, jO b u t  von H u n d  can hardly 
be accused of such. A m a n  of extremely good social position a n d  of consider- 
able for tune,  generous a n d  well-intentioned, von H u n d  seems t o  have been i n  
reality a person of high integri ty  though not  of high intelligence or deep 
knowledge. H e  was no t  without fau l t s , j l  somewhat hasty a n d  ambitious, a 
lover of pompous r i tuals ,  and  easily misled by  pretentious revealers of new rites 
and ' hidden wisdom.' " H i s  ardent  seeking for Masonic mysteries and  rituals 
cost him a grea t  deal of money .  as  one of his friends h a d  p u t  i t :  ' T h e  Order 
and t h e  Bre thren  a t e  u p  his great  wealth.' j3 One contemporary author  j4 is 
probably r igh t  when having expressed a very good opinion of von H u n d ,  he  
deemed t h e  Baron worthy of much better t rea tment  t h a n  accorded to him in 
Masonry and ,  one is inclined to add ,  i n  D r .  Begemann's  writings. 

T h e  activities of t h e  System, propagated by  von H u n d ,  were developing 
a t  t h e  t ime  of Starck 's  application i n  t h e  following  direction^.'^ I t s  chief a im 

*l ( J ~ t e l g ~ t e s  r e f i e z ~ o n s .  37. 45 iih.. 17. 19. 29, 43. 
4 6  Gould, iii., 104. A1lL leme i r~es  Ilnnclliztch, iii., 36. 
-" There existed several variations of the legend. but the substance clid not - ,  

diifer nmch. 
48  It is difficult t o  follow Dr. Begemann in many of his conclusions: this 

erudite German Mason seems often t o  hale  used a microscope \there an ordinary 
huinan eye might hare emblaced much better the general vlen of the entire picture. 
( ( ' o m p a ~ e  S.0 .C . .  xxxiii., 40. etc.) 

' V l ~ e  T e n ~ p e l h ~ ~ ~  n 63 and 66. 1 . v 6 - 7 0 .  
j0 See Baron J. T. Schroeder's Diary. 
5 1  A n t i - S a i n t - X i r a i s e .  53 and 60. 
j2 A l l g e m e i n e s  I I a n d b u e h  ii.. 5,  etc. Blnm, 2. 
j3 -4 h g e n o t h i g t e  F O I  t s e f z z ~ n q ,  201. 
j4 B e m e r k z t n g e n ,  59. The author clid not think much of many of those nho 

surrounded von Hund ( B e m e r k z t n ? e n .  72). 
A l l g e m e i n e s  B a n d b u c h .  I]., 6 ,  etc. 



was t o  increase t h e  number  of Knights  Templar j" and  for  th i s  purpose to  br ing 
over to  t h e  Ri te  of Str ic t  Observance most of t h e  German Masonic Lodges. 
then to select t h e  best members from this vast field and  t o  elevate such chosen 
Jlasons to  Knighthood.  Besides a n  increase i n  numbers ,  t h e  Order con- 
templated t h e  s t rengthening of i ts  finances which was required for several 
worldly schemes." T h e  establishnlent of charitable iilstitutions was planned b y  
t h e  chiefs of the Older ,  a n d  among such foundations l w r e  orphalmges. which wot~ ld  
be la ter  transformed into mil i tary schools. Str ic t  nlili tary discipline and ~111- 

questioned obedience t o  t h e  Superiors of t h e  Order," i l ~ a n y  of whom were 
unknown both t o  t h e  ' profane ' world and t o  Knights  of junior grades, were 
demanded and  observed b y  t h e  leaders: hence t h e  name of Str ic t  Observance. 
The aim of t h e  Order ,  reinforced numerically and financially, bound u p  by  rigid 
discipline, mil i tary hierarchy a n d  careful observance of all  instructions issued by  
i ts  unknown Superiors, would be  t o  do good t o  h u m a n i t y  by  t h e  practice of 
charity and t h e  defence of Christianity,-a combination of i\lasonic and Tenlplar 
ideals. The Order would acquire landed estates t o  be  p u t  under  t h e  control of 
prominent Knights  a s  i n  feudal  t i m e s . ' V n  i ts  highest grades t h e  Order  
should reveal to  t h e  deserving Brother-Knights  mysteries of esoteric Christianity, 
leading t o  t h e  Union with Christ a n d  cognisaiice of H i s  Wisdom, hidden from 
t h e  outside world.F0 Thus  equipped with numerical,  financial a n d  moral strength, 
t h e  restored Order of t h e  Temple would eventually t r i u m p h  over its enemies. 
I Ie re  i t  must be  clearly understood t h a t  this  t r i u m p h ,  accordir~g t o  all reliable 
evidence so f a r  available. did not  mean a n y  combat o r  vengeance against ' Pope  
a n d  Emperor . '  inheritors of those who ruined t h e  m e d i ~ v a l  Order ,  as, unfor- 
tunately,  is only too readily assunled even by  responsible Masonic writers. It 
was a t r iumph over man ' s  evil passions and over t h e  enemies of t h e  ideals of 
t h e  Order, pre-eminently Christian and  monarchical, t h a t  was natural ly  desired 
by its leaders. Perhaps  t h e  best refutat ion of t h e  alleged vendetta directed 
against t h e  successors of i\Iolay's persecutors, t h e  P a p a l  a n d  Royal powers, is 
t h a t  von H u n d  himself died,  still a high dignatory of t h e  Order ,  a long converted 
Catholic and  a fa i th fu l  a n d  t rusted servant of t h e  Imper ia l  C ~ u r t . ~ '  

Two insurmo~mtable  difficulties presented themselves t o  t h e  leaders of t h e  
Str ic t  Observance,-firstly, they  could not procure 'the necessary substantial 
funds,  and secondly, there  were n o  mysteries t o  reveal, except pon~pous rituals.  
Comn~unicat ions from some hidden Masters of t h e  Order  were eagerly expected 

j G  Some leaders thought the restoration of the Order in all its ancient 
spltndour! (dnti-Sainf-Sicaise. ,a). They rerivecl the provinces of the m e d i ~ v : ~ l  
Templar Order, some even hoped to restore its international position as a powerful 
financial and military factor. A curioiis project existed a t  one time-to procure for 
the reco~~stitnted Templar Orcler the hospitality of the Russian Go\-ernment and to 
found a Templar colony in the district of S a r a t o ~ :  the Russian Resident in Hamburg. 
Count IIussin-l'ushlrin, was approached with the intention of bringing this scl~eme into 
life (S'ni71t Sictrisc. 165). 

" Some members intended to hnild tobacco factories for the nurpose of malting 
money for the Orcler and, incidentally. for themselves (dnti-,9oinf-Sicc1ise. 119-120). 

Anti-,Soir~f-Sicaise. 70. The Order is therein described by one of its on.11 
defenders as a Society strongly boi~nd together. worlting for one nltimate aim under 
the guidance of the Snneriors.' 

5"ome of its niembers, like Schubart von Iileefelcle, were chiefly interested 
in developing the materialistic aspects of the Order by acquiring land and factories. 
establisl~ing a l ' r e a s ~ ~ r p  for distrihutioii of monetary grants and  ensio ions to a deservinrr: ' . - 
Kl~ights. etc. (Blnm. 3). 

" 0  Ere11 tha t  clefeider of the Strict Observailce, ron Syrengeisen, had tn 
ac1ir:owletige the existence of these n ~ d e n t  seekers for mysteries (.4~1ti-Snint-~icnisr>, 
197 .  179. etc.) ' To follow Christ ' was one of the main doctrines and instructions 
of t t ~ c  Strict Observance ( .- lnf i - ,S' tr i~i f-Xiccr ise, 123, 2 n d  others). 

';lll~~crr~eirzcs IIontlbucli, ii.. 8. In France the case might have been and 
probably was different, tlie vengealice motire was certainly ~ ~ r e s e l i t  in some of the 
' higher ' ant1 Tem!)lar grades ~vorlred in that  conntry (Le firnbc ric J t r c q l t e s  J lo ln ! l .  
118. etc.). The idea of venge:ltrce entered the French ritual of the grade Katloih 
(Lantoine. 192). ancl this prejniliced maiiy a n-riter against the whole of Jlasonic 
Teinplar degrees. It is highly donbtfnl (contrary to Lantoine's assertion) that  tlie 
Iindosh device played the domillant r81e in the establishment of the Strict Observance: 
if it had been so, its idea must have undergone a coinplete transmutation in the 



in  i ts  Councils, b u t  were not  forthcoming even to t h e  Grand Commander, von 
H u n d ,  t h e  t i tu la r  Provincial Grand Master of G e r n ~ a n y . ~ ~  Von H u n d  was 
ready to provide t h e  Order  with money as f a r  as  h e  could, and  did so unt i l  
his korldfy affairs got into disorder:  i u t  he was too honest t o  invent  sham 
mvsteries a n d   revelation^."^ Therefore, von H u n d  a n d  his disciwles were 
diligently seeking for some great  personage who could unveil t o  t h e m  a t  least 
a p a r t  of t h e  hidden doctrine, embodied i n  t h e  ancient Order of t h e  Temple, 
and ,  incidentally, i n  his great  wisdom, also help them o u t  of their  financial 
embarrassment. -  oreo over, von R u n d  could ilit u p  t o  then  produce any  
documents weighty enough either to  justify his own claims t o  b e  Provincial 
Grand Master of t h e  Order  or t o  give higher instruction t o  i t s  members. - - 

A t  th i s  nlonlent Starclr appeared on t h e  stage. T h e  ground for  a quick 
germination of his projects was evidently well prepared : he  was promising a 
revelation of higher  Christian mysteries, his proposals were veiled i n  t h e  dark 
language of t h e  alchemists, with a hint  a t  physical a n d  spiritual t ransmutat ion,  
and h e  professed t o  have some highly valuable documents. H i s  scheme was 
clever a n d  much  bet ter  worked o u t  t h a n  a n y  possessed by  t h e  Str ic t  O b s e r ~ a n c e . ~ ~  
The mysterious ambigui ty of some of Starck 's  statements, who sometimes liked 
t o  express himself i n  dark  hints  a t  occult t r u t h s  without  vouchsafing a n y  clearer 
e x p l a i ~ a t i o n , ~ '  might  have  led to  t h e  belief t h a t  h e  possessed powers t o  t ransmute 
base metals into gold. Starck hinlself was not engaged i n  t h e  disentanglement 
of physical experiments  i n  alchemy although h e  might  have held a belief i n  
their  efficiency. he was concerned with t h e  process of spiritual t ransmutat ionGG 
-regeneration of N a n .  There was no alchemical charlatanry about  hin1.6' 

T h e  substance of Starck 's  declarations directed to  t h e  Grand  Master of 
t h e  Str ic t  Observance could be  summed u p  thus.G8 Ord inary  Knights  of t h e  
Temple did not  possess t h e  knowledge of t h e  ' high mysteries ' hidden i n  t h e  
Order :  th i s  knowledge was limited to  a circle of t h e  ecclesiastical members of 
t h e  Order  '1"- t h e  Clerics.' "' The  lat ter ,  through a n  umnter rup ted  succession. 
had preserved these mysteries til l  modern times. T h e  mysteries were originally 
revealed t o  H u g o  von Paganis  i n  a cave by  seven wise men of t h e  East  ' - l  

where properly h resen ted , - these  mysteries induced a n  illumination by  Heavenly 
L i g h t :  hence t h e  high import  of these Rites  of L igh t  fo r  t h e  Order ,  in  t h e  
past and  present.  F o r  m a n y  years t h e  Clerics were separated from t h e  lay 
branch of t h e  Templar  Order .  which was therefore deprived of the  t r u e  
Enlightenment  b y  means of t h e  ancient eso te~ ic  knowledge. A par t  of this 

G ?  ' Grand Commancler ' is yrobably a better translntion of the actual German 
title-' Heermeister.' 

Gould. iii.. 101. 
6" Keller's Gesch  i c h t e ,  150. 

E ~ I L Y S  i i b e r ,  7:: 92, 95. 
,S ' iqntr ts fern .  111.. 288-2889, 
Ef i rc i s  ,iibei.. 71, 92. 93. Some of Starcli's friends. h o ~ e r e r ,  attemptecl.,,?t 

n great espense to the~nseli-es. !111ysical alclieuiical operatio~is as ,well ( , Y i ! / n i t f s f ~ i , ~ i ,  111.. 

313). Bro. Sl~etli  in his interesting note on Starclr in .4.fJ.C.. I X . ,  p. 21, is not quite 
correct ill his conclusions: there is no reliable evidence whatsoever that  Stnrclr ~Iromised 
to his f o l l o ~ e r s  the trnnsmut:ltion of ~netals on the pl~ysical plane: all his personal 
and direct utterances prove the contrary of this assertion. Starclr frankly considered 
those who tried to delude bv snch ~)romises, like some Rosicrucia~is. ' a claneerous 
sect ' of people. 

6 8  d l l ~ g e ~ r i c i n e s  I l t rn t l l iuc lr ,  i i i . ,  306. 
OIIC nlust be;lr i l l  ~u ind  t,llnt rcclesiastical mmibers of the Templar Or i le~  

actually pla;\ed a11 iny~ortant  r81e ill its histoyv. They even obtained. through the 
Pa.pa1 Bull of 1161, a complete independence from local I3ishops. being respo~isible to 
tlie Templar Grand l laster  ,c?irect. (Lantpine, 132.) 

7 "  ' Crlerici Ordines lenii)l:rriorniil. First notion of tlie existence of a 
Clerical branch of the Templnr Order belonged apparently t o  the adrenturer Joh~ison. 
who mentioned ' Clerics ' already in 1761: the idea seems to have appealed to ron 
Hi~iicl. (Fjmn, 5.) , , , 

l n f s f ~ ~ ,  I .  2 1 .  The vise men of tlie East ' were suppo;ed to have 
belonged to the Essenes, who in the manner described imparted t o  , the Christian 
Fathers of the Templar Order ' the secret lsraelitish doctrine, learnt by their fore- 
fathers in Egypt. The Jenish nation ~ ~ r o ~ e d  to be a11 unworthy guardian of the 
Sacr&?octrine and thus the Teaching had to be deliverecl to  better men. ( , S ig i rn f s f e i , n .  



knowledge was brought  from I ta ly ,  where ' Count Sackvil le '  was said to  have 
held the  office of Grand  t o  S t .  Petersburg by  t h e  celebrated engraver. 
Nat te r .  A Chapter  existed i n  S t .  Petersburg with leaders possessing occult 
knowledge: Starck was a member of this  Chapter ,  and  was prepared to br ing 
its Chiefs into contact with t h e  secular Templar R i t e  of Strict, Observance, on 
certain conditions. Starck demanded for  himself and  other  Clerics a complete 
independence from t h e  superior hierarchy of t h e  Str ic t  Observance, recognizing 
~ n l y  ~ t s  Grand X a s t e r ,  i . e . .  Commander of t h e  V I I .  Province : he, also 
claimed a sovereignty for  his Wismar  Lodge. so f a r  dependent  upon i ts  mother- 
Icdqe a t  Rostock. 

Two men were t h u s  assigned i n  this  assertion as  having played a n  
important r81e i n  t ransnl i t t ing t h e  torch of Enlightenment  according to ancient 
tradition-Lord Sackville and  Nat te r .  

Lord Charles Sackville, E a r l  of Iliddlesex, son of Lionel Cranfield 
Sackville. Duke and  E a r l  of Dorset,  was born on t h e  6 t h  February ,  1710. I n  
his honour a s  rul ing Master of a Florentine Lodge,  a medal was struck by 
Nat te r  in 1733.73 To him was at t r ibuted t h e  custody of t h e  mysteries, kept  
in  a hidden circle of t h e  Clerics i n  I t a ly .  T h e  following is  of some interest :- 
This  supposed custodian of t h e  great. occult knowledge of t h e  Templar Order 
seems to have been a s taunch adherent  of t h e  reigning English dynasty and 
occupied high offices i n  i ts  service, which would b e  i n  obvious contradiction t o  
many  hints as  to  t h e  r81e of S t u a r t  partisans i n  t h e  revived Templar Order. 
The  Florentine Lodgei i  appears  t o  have been i n  existence already about  1730 
and working without m y  war ran t  whatsoever; i t s  traces disappear after 1739.i5 
I n  spite of Sackville's allegiance t o  t h e  reigning dynasty,  i t  should be remem- 
bered t h a t  S t u a r t  par t isans were t o  be found dur ing  this  period in most 
I ta l ian towns, a n d  part icular ly a t  Florence and  Leghorn. '= I t  is significant 
t h a t  not only Starck b u t  also t h e  leaders of t h e  Swedish and Zinnendorf Masonic 
Systems at t r ibuted t o  t h e  Lodge a t  Florence t h e  preservation of ' t r u e  Masonic 
Science. '" 

J o h n  Lauren t ius  Nat te r ,  t h e  celebrated cut ter  of precious stones and a 
talented engraver, was born i n  1705 a t  Biberach i n  Swabia, and  lived for a 
t i m e  in Rome. I n  1733 h e  entered t h e  service of t h e  Grand  Duke  of Tuscany. 
which he  left in  1735 : afterwards h e  worked during a considerable t ime for 
Willianl IV. of Orange a n d  t h e  English Court .  L a t e r  h e  visited Copenhagen 
and  Stockholm, and  i n  1762 went t o  S t .  Petersburg,  where h e  died i n  1763. 
Nat te r  was t h e  alleged propagator of Florent ine inysteries i n  S t .  Petersburg- 
t h e  seat from which they were t o  spread t o  Germany a n d  Sweden. It must 
b e  borne in  mind t h a t  even t h e  most jealous adherents  of th i s  tradition did 
not  pretend t h a t  either N a t t e r  or they themselves had  obtained a full  disclosure 
of aucient secrets.'* T h e  whole story might  have been founded on some vague 
statements or fragnlents of distorted rituals imported from I ta ly  to St. 
Petersburg. Starck 's  character and  life do not yield themselves t o  the  con- 
clusion t h a t  his s ta tements  concerlling Florence aild S t .  Petersburg n ly~te r ies  
were nothing else b u t  invention. 

" Litter Starclr hinted a t  the possibility of Gralid 3[nstership of . Sole aureo.' 
i . e . ,  the l-oung Pretender, but.  as a l w a d  mentioned. Starcli himself had grnx-e 
.doubts and seemed to be hesitating in this assertion: he held Florence for a possrhle 
seat of Chapter possessing ' real knowledge : aclepts of the 'rrue Orcler \\ere. 
according to him. dispersed in  many countries. 

;"Ierzdorf, l)c~rlirr~iinzen. 116, K. 1. See also .-l.(!.(:.. s ss i i . .  p. 31 (11-itli 
quotatiolls). 

I ts  actual name is not Iano~n.  
dllmemeirres Ilnntlbrcclr, iii.. 122-123. and ii.. 310. 
d.(i).L'.. siii . .  1-19 : sxsi i . .  31. 

7 : l l l y e n ~ c . i n e s  Iltrntlh~tcl~, i.. 3.55. I n  17'75 Starclr said that  he had been in 
actual ccorrespondence with a Clln Iter in Florence : a t  the sanie time he pro.duced 
certain documents r~nrporting to  refler to his  own initiation ancl the right of establish- 
ing Ecclesiastical ?Clerical) Tenlplnr C:liapters, but the nature and origin of these 
.documents is not clear. (Sir~r~trtstet,n. 111.: 151-152.) 

.-lllr~emeincs Ilr~ntlbrrch. ii.. 401. 



Whatever  t h e  foundat ion of Starck 's  claims and  demallds might  have 
been they were accepted and  a g r e d  to by von Hund.'"-not a very surprising 
result coilsidering t h e  period and  the  dificulties of t h e  S t r ic t  Observalice leaders. 
Von Raven  obtained permission from t h e  Grand Nas te r  to  confer Knighthood 
on three Clerics who i n  their  t u r n  acknowledged v011 H u n d  t o  be  t h e  t r u e  
Grand N a s t e r  of t h e  Seventh Provillce of t h e  Templar  Order  as  revived by the  
Strict Observance. T h e  Chancellor of t h e  Order ,  Mylius, was instructed t o  
proceed to Wismar a n d  t o  enter  fully into Starclr's claims, teachings and 
r~ tua l i s t i c  work.8o 

X y l i ~ ~ s , ~ ~  a zealous member of t h e  H i g h  Council of t h e  S t r ic t  Observance, 
was offended a n d  refused to go, for he  considered t h a t  a lack of t r u s t  i n  his 
judgment was shown b y  von H u n d ' s  intention to send another  delegate with 

T h e  General Examiner  or Inspector of t h e  Order ,  Schubar t ,  was then 
asked t o  under take  t h e  task,  b u t  h e  also declined t h e  mission under  t h e  pretext 
t h a t  he  knew notliing about  previous negotiations with Starck and  mistrusted 
the  whole matter .83 Von I-Iund then instructed another  prominent member 
of t h e  S t r ic t  Observance, von P r a i ~ g e n , ~ '  to  go t o  Wismar,  acconlpanied b y  t h e  
young Secretary of t h e  Order ,  J a ~ o b i . ~ '  Both  delegates arrived a t  Wisinar in  
February ,  1768. 

Von Prangel l  was given a n  opportuni ty not  only t o  exanline t h e  ' Clerical ' 
rituals b u t  also t o  witness their  working.8(' Dur ing  a n  impressive night-ceremony 
he was solemnly m a d e  a member of t h e  Clerical Ri te8-  and  received t h e  name 
of F r a t e r  Eugenius a Pavone ;  afterwards lie became ' Presbyter  Clericorum i n  
Expectant ia  ' a n d  Legat ius  Clericoruni ' t o  t h e  Grand  Master ,  von I lund ,  and 
was instructed t o  open a Clerical Chapter  i n  Bohemia. Von Prangen  was 
delighted with everything he  saw and h e a r d :  he  reported accordingly t o  t h e  

'"ie Tempelher~n. 66. 
8 0  :lllqemeines I l~cnt lb~tcl~,  iii., 30.5. 
8 1  Eilgineer-Lieutei~:~~~t  .loI~a!!ii Wilhrlin l\Iylius, born in Sasony on the 21th 

January,  1723. died on the 3rd October, 1791, a personal friend of roil Hund. 1rnon.n 
in the latter 's Rite as Eques a Stella. 

8 2  .-lllqerneines Ilantllitrcli, i i . ,  37O. 
63  Allgemeines iYctnrlbric.11, iii.. 203. Jo l~ann  Christian Schubart, knon.11 jn 

the Strict Observaiice as C,hristianus Eques a Struthione, 'corn in , 1 7 4  a t  Zeitz. in 
Saxon!-: n-as during the Sel-en Years IYar tl?e mi l i t a i~~-  connnissioner of Great 
Britain. After 1763 he gave U!) other occupat~ons, to  work exclusirely for Free- 
masonry. particularly for the Strict Observance. in its !~racticnl and financial aspects: 
in 1768 he left the Strict Observance and devoted l~imself to the nianagen~ent of his 
large estates, vhich he did rery efficiently. In 1782 he receivecl the first 11rize of 
the Berlin Academy of Sciences for a treatise on agriculture. He was 1)eputy- 
3laster of the Berlili Gral~cl IJoilye nf Three Globes. On tllc 25th 31ay, 1761, he 
was made Knight of the Strict 0bsei.l-ance by v011 Hund. He travelled estensirely 
in the interests of the Strict Observance and attracted into its fold a number of 
German Lodges. His zeal n.as i ~ o t  questiollecl, but he was often accused of pevsonaI 
ambitious clesigns, pride a11 d arrogance. ( I n  1 i i 1 1  1 . )  Later,  ron Hnnd 
cooled ton.ards Schubart. who then retired from the nctire ~vorli in the Strict 
Observance although always u.illing to advise and to assist his 'ioriuer friends in this 
T?itp 

S J  Franz von Prangen, 1rnon.n in the Strict Obserl-ance as Eques a latere, vas  
born a t  Iiiel in 1737. He seems to have been a man of yairiotic and honourable 
sentiments, but, follon-ing the trend of his era. son~e~vhat  credulous: a t  one time he 
was an adherent of the 3lason1c aclvent~~rer, Johnson. a t  great financial cost to 
himself: Inter he entered Russian military service and became a source of some 
e~nbarrassn~ent to Starcli, having discovered that  a Superior of the famous C11aj)ter 
in St. Petersburg was a simple \\.;rtchinalrer Schiirzer (referred to as Pylades ab nice. 
,Si7notsferii, 1::,240), and evidently ill the end not much tliongl~t of by Starclr himself 
(S'iqnafsfern. I I ~ . ,  112): yet. the ~vorlcl had l i l 1 0 ~ 1 1  simple artihans to become . mystics 
ailcl instructors in in?-sticism (.411!~crneinrs TIrrntll~ucli, ii., 606). 1-011 Prangen's con- 
secration as a Cleric n-as c1011e by Starcli in the presence of roil Eohnen (' n Hi!~popo- 
tamo ' and Dr. Giinther (. n C h c e  anreo '). 

8 '  IZarl Heinrich Jacobi, bovn in 174.5. Councillor ancl Secret Secretary of 
Saxe-Coburg-Jleinii~gen. lino~l-n in the Strict Obserrance as Carolus Eques a Stella 
tisa. He described Starclr as an amiable and obliging man n-110 tried to gain 
confidence by a ilis:~lay of great courtesy: other ' clerical ' Brethren were seemingly 
of little significance. Jacobi n-as >omen.l~at nlistrustful of Starcli (Iieller's Geschichte, 
148. 149). 

I t  u-as said that  these rituals r e r c  communicatecl to roil Prangen in Latin. 
a la!lguape he clid not know too well. 

8; With ron Hund's a,pproral. 



Grand Master.  Jacobi was meanwhile commanded to make  copies of rituals and  
other Clerical documents presented by  Starck. These copies were sent to  t h e  
Grand Master,  b u t ,  unfortunately.  perished on t h e  way dur ing  a shipwreck. I n  
fur ther  development of his theory Starck told von Prangen  t h a t  both branches 
of t h e  Templar Order ,  t h e  senior and  t h e  ecclesiastical, were preserved i n  
Scotland, where t h e  original acts of t h e  Order could probably be found,  and 
he  contended t h a t  both branches were active i n  France.  The  name of t h e  
Grand Master or Comnlander i n  Scotland seems to have been given by Starck 
as  Sir James Steward,  a n d  of t h e  Grand Master i n  Genoas8 as  d e  la Tour d u  
P in .  Starck showed several nlasonic and Templar r i tuals  as  well as some 
instructions as  used i n  French  p r o ~ i n c e s . ' ~ A ~ h e n  considering reports of 
conversations with Starck one must  no t  forget his f r a n k  acknowledgment t h a t  
he  had never been supplied with a n y  original documents, b u t  cnly with copies: 
moreover, he  was of t h e  opinion t h a t  many  ' legends, superstitions and pecu- 
liarities ' had crept into t h e  history of t h e  Order ,  d u e  t o  a n  uncritical and  
erroneous a t t i tude  of ' ancient Brethren. '"  W h a t  ceremonies were worked a t  
Wismar.  what r i tuals  were shown to t h e  delegates, one cannot  say with precision, 
b u t  a fair idea of t h e  ' Clerical ' working may most probably be  obtained from 
t h e  Russian ceremonial of ,71elissinoJs Ri te  and  t h e  German r i tuals  of t h e  Order 
of Light  or Spiritual Alasonry. T h e  consideration of these r i tuals  is closely 
bound u p  with t h e  question as to  t h e  source whence Starck derived t h e  germ 
of his assertions and ceremonies, which were la ter  developed by  him into t h e  
system of the  Clerical Ri te .  

I n  t h e  introduction t o  t h e  first volume of t h e  S i g n a f s f e r n ,  a n  important  
collection of r i tuals  and  other  Masonic documents of t h e  second half of t h e  
eighteenth century,  there  occurs a very significant s ta tement .  T h e  first volume 
is described as containing t h e  actual  ceremonies of S ta rck ' s  Clerical R i t e ;  these 
ceremonies a re  said to  be  founded on those general t r u t h s  which underlie other 
religious ceremonies, among t h e  la t ter  ' 'l ' t h e  old Greek r i tual  and the  old 
liturgy have still t h e  greatest t r u t h . '  The Greco-Catholic Church,  of which t h e  
Russian Orthodox Church is  a n  au tonon~ous  branch,  is t h u s  brought into 
connection with Starck's Ri te .  Starck h a d ,  of course, dur ing  his  visit to Russia. 
t h e  opportunity of learning t h e  Orthodox Church ceremonial, distinguished by  
ancient Oriental splendour externally and  by  deep mysticism i n  i ts  inward life. 
I t  is also important  t o  bear ,  i n  mind t h a t  Russian l\lasonic leaders of t h e  
eighteenth century considered t h e  Church ceremonies of Russian Orthodoxy as 
colitairling doctrines a n d  even some rites of ' Alystical M a s ~ n r y . ' ~ ~  Starclr 
showed himself i n  S t .  Petersburg t o  be  a n  a rden t  and  diligent Mason." he  had 
t h e  reputation of a g rea t  IIasonic adept ,  possessing knowledge of ' Spiritual 
,7lasonry ' " a n  interchange of ideas between him a n d  prominent Russian illasons 
undoubtedly took place." ' 

Johann  Fischer seems t o  have h i t  on t h e  t r u e  pxplanation of the crigin 
of Starck's assertions when he says in  the , I I t ~ i ~ h ~ ~ r , q e r  Zeifschrift fiir  Frei- 
iuulrrerez " : - 

S s  And in Vrance? 
. - l 1 1 1 1 i 1 1  1111t1ilt1111, i .  0 .  The vhole of this regort concerning 

Starck's assertions is doubtful, it is difficult t o  ascertain how far Starck really affirmed 
anything. He might have been giving, as n.as his nont ,  only mysterious hints a t  
cwtnin rtunours to the all-believillg \-on Prangen; v011 Huntl failed to obtain proofs 
of several of Stawlr's re:,ortetl assertions (.-lllgerr~eirtes Ilnntibi~clr, 11.: 119). 

"0 Si[lncrtstei~~i. iii., 148-150. I t  must be remeinheret1 that  much was easily 
accepted in Starcli's clays, even by the most enlighte~iecl historinns of that  age. if  i t  
fitted their pet beliefs and theories. 

Siyncrtstcrn, i.. Vorrecle. 
" 2  See, for i n s t n ~ ~ c e ,  Eshersliy (iii., 482). 
' '  i 1  I l i l l  i Neubearbeitet. v. 
!" Gfti.ns iihcr, ii. 
!l' One of Starcli's clefentle~s, roil Grollnan, statecl that  Starcl; had obtailled 

suyerior knowledge a t  St .  Petersb~lrg from an i~nportatlt  ycrsonape (not from the 
natch~nnker Pyladcs). P,'~IIYIS ~ 1 1 ~  I ~ I ? ~ ~ I I ~ c I ~ I I J I ! ~ .  22.) 

Y G  Q~ioted in the . - l l l ~ e ~ ~ ~ c i ~ i c s  Ilcrndbuch, iii., 30'7. 



I believe tha t  I have solved the riddle, how and when Starck has 
come to the  general idea of the Clerical System. One is usually 
inclined to look for its origin in France where Starck also dwelt 
for a t ime;  some even look to the Jesuits for its beginnings and 
link the  Svstenl with the Throne of the Holv Father in Rome. I 
colisider all this but  a fable which people, with gross ignorance, have 
put  together out of chimeras of Catholic proselytising machinations. 
I believe the first source of the  Clerical System is to be found in 
Russia. I t  must be remembered that  Starck was already in St .  
Petersburg when quite young-before he had any thought of Paris. 
Jus t  then there was flourishing in St .  Petersburg Melissino's System. 
into which he was probably introduced.'" I n  Nelissino's System the 
idea of Knights, servants of God, was developed into a Chapter of 
Knights ~ e m p l a r  which in its tendency and essence had more priestly 
than  secular" Knightly aspects, such as are met with in the Swedish 
System. To coiistruct imposing ceremonies one cannot borrow from 
a better place than from the essentials of the Catholic Church. That 
Freemasonry is a continuation of the Templar Order is a tradition 
which haunts all higher grades; t ha t  Knights Templar had their own 
priests is known from history; tha t  Knlghts Templar by themselves 
were rough Cavalrymen, and,  if the Order did have any mysteries. 
such should be sought anlong their learned Brethren, the Priests - 
all this could be easily conjectured. No wonder tha t  higher Templar - 
degrees assumed more and more a clerical or ecclesiastical appearance, 
and this tendency showed itself in old-fashioned imposing ceremonies. 
in fasting, praying, and even in Sacramental offices! Yet. all 
participants remained good Protestant Christians, as they mostly were. 
and did not transplant the secret ceremonies into their public or 
private exercise of-religion. Now when a learned young man of 
vivid inlagiuatioil saw a t  S t .  Petersburg a System uhich lacked in 
contents and a firm foundation, he grasped clearly its basic idea 
which was confused in other minds, developed and fixed it.  then 
planned to unite this System with the secular branch of the Order 
and to play a great r ~ l e  himself. H e  remained 111 good relations 
with the Petersburg Brethren after his departure, and he considered 
them well prepared to receive his Clerical System as sonlething more 
reasonable and more ordered. 

There is not much precise knowledge of the ceremonial of the original 
Rite of 3lelissino. Peter Mel iss ino ."~f  Greek extraction, lieutenant-general of 
the Russian Imperial Army, was a man of brilliant abilities but  of a rather 
weak character. H e  founded about 1765 in the Petersburg Lodge of Silence 
a peculiar system of his own. This System recognized seven gr.zdes:- 

Entered Apprentice l o o  

Fellow-Craft loo  

Master-Xason l o o  

Dark Vault  

Scottish Master 

Philosopher 

Spiritual (Ecclesiastical or Clerical) Knight,  3Iagnus Sacerdos 
Templar iorum 

" 111 fact, it  was known that Starcli did frequent 3lelissino's Lodge at St. 
Petersburg (Blnm, 13). " The ideal of a n  1Crc.lesiastiral or ' Spiritual ' Iiniphthood took strong root 
amollg Rilssian 3Laso1ls (see. for esample. 1. Lol)uhin's ' Sgiritual Knight '). 

Rorn in 1726, clied in 1707. 
1 " 0  Not essenti,ally disti~lguislicd from the regular ~ o r l i i  ng of these degrees. 



The idea of Spir i tual  or Clerical Knigh ts  may  then  have originated some- 
where i n  S t .  Petersburg,  b u t  i t  is difficult to decide whether  i t  was grasped first 
from some unknown source by  Starck who then influenced IIelissino. or vice 
verscc.'"l I\Ielissino endeavoured to combine i n  his System T e n ~ p l a r  Rituals  and 
semi-Catholic Church ceremonies with mystical teachings, la ter  successfully pro- 
pagated in  Russia by  adherents  of German R o s i c r ~ ~ c i a n s . ~ ~ ~ A s s e i n b l i e s  of t h e  
adepts of t h e  7th degree took place either i n  a church or i n  a chapel specially 
consecrated for t h e  purpose. F i r s t  a l i turgy was celebrated, accompanied by  a 
solenm rite of Benediction of rose-oil. These meetings were described as  
' assemblies of t r u e  disciples of ancient wise Teachers of t h e  world, now called 
Brethren of t h e  Rosy Cross a n d  also Clerics.' A t  t h e  same t ime Melissino S 

followers did not  identify then~selves with German Rosicrncians, although both 
were pursuing similar studies of occult Chemistry, K a b a l a h ,  Magic, etc."i3 

The four th  g rade  of Melissino's Ri te  deal t  mainly with a story of t h e  
search for and burial  of t h e  dead body of one of t h e  Masters. The  legend of the  
5 t h  deeree was concerned with t h e  la ter  findine. of t h e  coffin a n d  also of t h e  

0 " 
foundation-stone and  t h e  t reasure of t h e  Temple. T h e  s ixth degree was described 
as a motley agglomeration of solemn oaths and  prayers, inculcating t h e  fear of 
God, humility and  self-denial;  according to some versions, t h e  secular Knight-  
hood was conferred i n  this  degree. It seemed t o  be  ra ther  chaotic and out  of 
sequence with other degrees of t h e  Rite ,  which generally lacked uniformity and 
continuity. The  seventh grade,  as already mentioned, h a d  a n  ecclesiastical 
aspect, those present wore tunics and  mantles of Knigh ts  Templar  adorned with 
mysterious hieroglyphics. A f t e r  t h e  solemn service a lecture was given dealing 
with revelations of occult Wisdom. Cognizance of God a n d  N a t u r e  was t h e  
object of these revelations. Cabalistic notions. magical a n d  theosophical ' secrets ' 
were expounded to t h e  members of t h e  conclave. The Grace of God was believed 
to descend upon them dur ing  such celebrations-at t h e  least, they were assured 
t h a t  It would one d a y  descend in to  their   soul^."'.^ 

Still more insight in to  S ta rck ' s  System is provided b y  t h e  S ignn t s t e rn .  
The illtroduction t o  i t s  first p a r t  declares: ' .  The  S y s t m ~  of t h e  Clerics of Knight  
Templars which was so strongly advocated by  t h e  Chief Court-Chaplain in  
Darmstadt .  Brother Archidemides. '"" who tried t o  spread t h e  same with all his 
power, appears here pr inted,  t r u e  t o  d o c u n ~ e n t s . ~ ~ "  

The first ceremony reproduced i n  full "l7 in  t h e  Si,qiicctstern is t h a t  of 
t h e  Entered A p p r e n t i c e . " ' V n  i ts  principal features  t h e  r i tua l  was very 
much t h e  same as  t h a t  practised in  other  Lodges of t'he period. The following 
points present,  however, some interesL. Before initiation. t h e  candidate 
was blindfolded and admit ted into t h e  Lodge, a n d  earnestly questioned con- 
cerning t h e  reasons and  t h e  s~r iousness  of his desire t,o join Nasonry.  H e  was 
warned t h a t  those present . could read i n  t'he most hidden recesses of his hear t , '  
and was informed t h a t  ' a Mason mus t  be fai thful  to  his God. his Country and  
his  friends, and abhor all vices.' Af te r  satisfactory answers t h e  ceremony was 
resumed. During t h e  candidate 's  . th i rd  journey ' which was also called ' the  
road of pain. '  his purification by  fire. water and  air  took place. Before taking 
a n  obligation t h e  candidate  was asked. ' A r e  you prepared t,o sign t h e  Obliga- 
tion with your blood? ' A n d  t h e n :  Brother  Surgeon,  a re  you in readiness? If 
so, do your duty,'-When t h e  bandage from the-candidate's eyes was removed. 
h e  found himself surrouilded b y  Brethren.  t h e  points of their  unsheathed swords 

1 0 '  dllgcmciiics Tlti~irll~~rch, ii., 307. 
"'2 TTniler the auspices of the celebrated Wijll~ler (1732-1800). (Rosic~rirrici~~s i n  

I?ussicr, 12.) 
'03  R I I S . T ~ C I ~  J[(ISOIIS, 7-8 ; Sovikov rrntl Mosco~c .Iltrrf i ~ ~ i s t s .  165-304. 
1 0 '  :lllgemeinc.s fIirntlb11c11, I ] . ,  307. 
1 U '  ; . P , ,  111.. Starcli 
1 0 6  ,S iq~~nf~forn ,  l . ,  \Torrede. 
1 0 :  With  the escel~tion of the usual 3lasonic secrets-the mocles of recognition. 
'('8 Cnndidates had to be elcrfctl by Drethren present not only for the initiation 

into the first decree but (rl.so for reception into the second a n d  el-entnnlly into the 
t h i r d  degree. No deacons are mentionet1 in  the printed ceremonial. The office of 
' (1 terrijgirr!/ Ilrofii e r  \\.:K of considerable inlyortance. 



directed towards him. A t  the end of the ceremony the  newly-initiated Brother 
was informed tha t  Freemasonry owned its origin to the famous Temple erected 
by King Solomon in honour of the Great Architect of the Universe, and tha t  
Alasonic ceremonies were symbols behind which were preserved ' mysteries of 
ancient times. ' 

I11 the  second or Fellow-Craft degree the candidate was conducted to a 
pillar, and the Flaming Star  was revealed to him. 

I n  the  >laster's degree the candidate was carefully exaixined by Brother 
Orator, before being admitted into the Lodge. On the candidate's entering the 
assembly, his Alasonic clothing was torn off him. h e  was loudly declared to be 
unworthy of wearing i t ,  and a sign indicative of horror was made by all 
Brethren when he  approached them. I I e  then made nine journeys round the 
Lodge and each time was reminded in a muffled voice of the  coming end- 
' AIemento mori.' H e  was lowered into a grave, and whilst lying in i t  all 
Brethren stood around pointing with their swords a t  his helpless body. Through- 
out the ceremony the candidate was treated as if he were a traitor. A 
voluntary confession. the  only way of saving himself, was demanded from him, 
and a search for a murdered blaster was made in the Lodge, the  candidate stilI 
remaining in the  grave. A t  a later stage of the ceremony i t  was explained t o  
the candidate tha t  the accusation and his consequent enlbarrassment were only 
means to t r y  him and his fitness to be a Master-hlason. 

The subsequent four degrees show unmistakable signs of Starck's handi- 
work, the  general style being in places identical with other documents written 
by him.lu" 

The degree of ' Young Scotsman ' was worked in a ' Lodge of St .  Andrew.' 
A prayer for granting of Wisdom was said and repeated by the postulant who 
knelt outside the room of reception. His apron was then taken from him, his 
hands were washed in token of purification, and he was stretched on a green 
carpet in the form of S t .  Andrew's Cross. Scottish Brethren with drawn swords 
stood on guard around him, while some admonitions were addressed to him. 
Then his neck was made bare. and a cord of preen silk was daced  around i t .  

0 

his eyes were bandaged and in this condition he was admitted into the reception 
room. A n  explanation was given, purporting to show tha t  the  three first or  
St. John ' s  degrees had been established by predecessors of the  ' Scottish ' 
Brethren, with the purpose of selecting from the ordinary Brethren of the Craft 
candidates suitable for further advancement. I n  this nlanner the  new advancee 
was selected, and now was his chance of acquiring fuller knowledge. After this 
discourse the  candidate had to make four journeys, passing symbolically to the 
four cardinal points. H e  was instructed tha t  in order to  at tain Wisdom, A r t  
and Virtue,  i t  was necessary to honour the Supreme Being, to love Brethren 
and all mankind, to be temperate, courageous, steadfast in misfortune, humble 
when fortunate. and not to fear death. A n  oath was then taken by the 
candidate, to work for this end, to keep inviolate the  secrets of the degree and 
to support the Brethren. His eyes were then unbandaged and his gaze directed 
towards a Star  of 81 lamps, flaming over the  head of the Presiding Master. 
The secrets of the  degree were entrusted to the  newly obligated member, a 
Scottish apron, adorned with four green rosettes. put  on him. and the symbolisil~ 
of the colour green was explained as tha t  of hope, to  at taln through the help of 
the Order the furthering of one's temporal and eternal welfare. By four strokes 
the candidate was made Young Kniglit of St .  Andrew. A sword was put into 
his left hand and a small silver trowel in his right hand,  with the words ' Thus 
have Scottish Young-Masters defended their work against Saracens-armed with 
swords when working.' A lengthy and somewhat nebulous instruction followed. 
The Knight was then allowed to have a glimpse of Light through a half-opened 
door leading to ' The Temple of Secret 1)octrine.' Afterwards the St .  John's  

1°'' Comlmre. for e snn~p le .  wiili Stnrclr 's le t te r  t o  v011 Raven ( , S i g n c c t s f c r n .  i i i . .  
l&?-113). 



degrees were further explained to him. The Entered Apprentice degree was 
described as representing seven divisions of knowledge:- 

1. The first nlove~nent of the Eternal Light.  

2 .  The first understandillg of Nature. 

3 .  Nature,  the first object of knowledge. 

4. The beginning of all being. 

5. The creation of Lucifer, seven Angels and Spirits of Light. 

G .  The fall of Lucifer. 

7. The cause of Chaos. 

I t  is truly wonderful how much the Apprentice degree contains according 
to  these notions, and how little those who profess to know i t ,  have dreamt of 
such depth and wealth of the instruction received, but  marvels of ' synlbolical 
interpretations ' are indeed often past ordinary understanding ! 

The second grade was supposed to teach:- 

1. The primary matter of all being. 
2 .  The beginning of physical creation. 
3. I t s  progressive stages. 

The third degree was described as instructing in : -  

1. The origin of active and passive principles. 
2.  Their four states. 
3. Three planes of their existence. 

All this was explained as represented by different Nasonic symbols. For 
example, the rough Ashlar signifie6 primary matter ,  the power of Light 
was enclosed in i t ,  and Light could be extracted by skilful treatment of 
this  first material-then appeared, instead of the crude Matter, a pure 
Spiritual Being. A n  allusio-11- to the seven steps of the alchemical processes of 
dissolution, purification and perfection, was made in the course of the address 
to  the new Scottieh I l I a ~ o n . ~ ~ ~  Besides alchemical symbolisnl, i t  contained, 
though in a somewhat confused form. Cabalistic expressions and ideas referring 
t o  the hidden simificance of Hebrew letters and the meaniiw of numbers. 

0 0 

The following curious reference to the unknown Superiors was made :--l The 
greatest number of our Brethren nlisunderstand the  right aim . . . they 
either are building a tower like tha t  of Babel, constructed of every sensual 
pleasure, or dream of conquests, and produce, incidentally, a financial plan:  
obedience and servilitv are extorted so tha t  the  so-called hip11 Su~er io r s .  forced 

0 

upon them, could consume unnlolested the tribute extracted from the credulous 
weaklings lulled to sleep ' 'l" This was obviously an attack on the Strict 
Observance and its irresponsible Unknown Chiefs. It should be remembered 
in this connection tha t  Starck, right a t  the beginning of his negotiations with 
the  Strict Observance. demanded a direct conlmunication with the Grand Master 
himself and did not recognize other Superiors. 

Further, some ' historical ' notions were imparted to the  new member. 
The  martyrdom of the Templar Grand Master Molay and the  flight of some 
Knights to Scotland with the  hidden treasure of the  Order were dwelt upon. 
The mysterious treasure was said to be contained in three cups. A King James 
protected the Brethren;  the  Order was colitinued, first under the guise of the 
Order of the Thistle and later as the Order of St .  Andrew. 

The catechism of the grade consisted of questions and answers. The 
following example will suffice to illustrate the general tendency of this 
catechism : - 

I t  is  perhags not ~vithout interest for llasons of a certain degree that 
Noah's Ark figurecl during the alchenncal part of t h e  cl~scourse, it  was described as 
a sgmbol ot n vessel ready for an occult alchemical opernt~on. 

112 i ' c g n t r t s t e ~ n .  l., 88. 



Trct~tsact io~cu of t h e  Qeic~tuor C o r o u a t i  Lodge .  

( Snes f i o~c  : What  is the object of your work? 
d ~ t \ w e r :  To obtain health and to ennoble the six innnature metals.l13 

There was also an  instruction in the knowledge of the one beginning, t w o  
sexes, t i 'oee substances, foecr powers and scue~e properties.'lL 

The fifth grade was tha t  of the ' Scottish Old Master and Knight of St .  
Andrew.' A n  assembly of the Old Masters was usually opened with the curious 
invocation: ' I n  the name of the Almighty, the Wise, continual in Himself, 
Eternal, the  Most Holy Three equal to One. Who through his mighty Words 
produced Heaven and Ear th  from an indeterminate mixture, and Our first, 
Primeval Father of the sixth day. who formed the world from the fifth essence 
of inferior bodies and animated the Spirit thereof with his Divine Power, who 
conlnlunicated to Our Father the sacred doctrine of the Order which is still 
being propagated in true assemblies. This doctrine has been revealed to you in 
part . . . W e  alone, Scottish Old Masters, possess the knowledge, how to 
prepare from four powers contained in the Creation tlie primary Matter and 
then the  great Medicine for health and riches . . . '  

This is a good example of the style and contents of the whole ritual, 
somewhat nebulous and pompous, but well in keeping with the  period of its 
fabrication. 

Among the opening questions of the ceremony occurred such as :- 

Q l t e s t i o ~ ~ :  What  is the nleaning of 4 in the historical sense? 
d ~ z s c t ~ e r :  Four Brethren who brought to Scotland the precious Treasure. 

Of other questions tlie most sensible seems lo have been, ' How much is 
3 plus 4 ? ' and the eminently satisfactory reply, ' Seven.' The sobering effect 
of such ' mathematical ' digression must have been quite useful in bringing to 
plain earth the befogged minds of some members of the high assenlbly! 

Fur ther  explanations of the mystical meaning of numbers and alchen~ical 
terms were given, together with allusions to the astral plane and to the ultimate 
discoverv of the ' Lost Word.'  

The candidate for reception into the fifth grade had previously to wash 
his face and hands in token of ' purifi;ation ' and to put  on a short white tunic.'15 
I n  one hand he carried a drawn sword, in the other a silver trowel. His 
eyes were bandaged and a green silk cord was placed round his neck. The 
candidate was supposed to arrive for the defence of the assembled Chapter of 
Scottish Old-Masters and Knights of S t .  Andrew and for furthering their work. 
H e  was declared to be yet unfit to take part  in the secret work of the Chapter: 
accordingly the  sword and the  trowel were taken from him. H e  was then placed 
on a red carpet, his body forming the figure of a cross. and the  descent of the 
Holy Spirit was prayed for. After a profession of belief in the Holy Trinity 
by all present, the  first verse of St .  John's Gospel was read, and the  presiding 
Master approached the candidate asking him with an  entered apprentice's grip. 
' What  does this i n fo rn~  you o f ?  ' The expected answer was, I recognise a 
Mason who understands how to prepare a square of equal sides.' The candidate 
was informed tha t  all his former work was but  preparatory: now ' he will see 
the Light of Creation, '  he will learn how ' to build and to create.' A promise 
of secrecy was esacted, after which the candidate was conducted towards ' three 
golden cups.' his eyes were unbandaged, and the Flaming Star  was revealed in 
all its splendour. I n  its light glimmered the  drawn swords of the Brethren. 
directed menacingly against the postulant, to remind him of their vengeance 
should he break the promise, but  also to assure him of Brotherly support should 
he prove loyal. I I e  was afterwards solenlnly robed and armed as a Scottish 
Old-Naster and I h i g h t .  A lecture followed, dealing with alchemical terms in 

' 1 3  ,Y~!/~icetsfrri i .  i.. 103. 
l l l T h e  new mcmher was called a Flxter lmtcc Obserl-antice, in contra- 

distinction to the 13rethren of the Strict Obserrni~ce: thc 1:rttev used the description 
ir~cliscl.iminatel\-. ;rpplying i t  to the rest of 3lasonry, not chained by their strict 
discipline. 

"j O r  shirt. 



their application to man's  nature and with cabalistic ideas of numbers and the 
mystical names of God, the  whole couched in the  obscure and highly-involved 
language of the period. There was, however, one clear and rather illuniinating 
passage as to the real object of the degree: ' Oh, let i t  ever be your care to 
preserve your inner man's purity, listen constantly to the voice of the Spirit of 
Wisdom-then you will discover in yourself the clearest mirror of Revelation 
and will understand how to use t h e  great power of Light. '  The postulant was 
promised the joy of communion with the Beings of Light,  and more was taught 
during the succeeding secret  assembly of the Chapter. 

Among the closing cluestions were such as:- 

( > ~ i ~ . \ t i o n  : Where have you been accepted ? 
d nscr1er: In the Scottish Islands. 
Ques t~orz  : What  have you seen when accepted? 
. I n s u e r :  Three gold Cups. I n  the first Cup the  letter J was depicted. 

in the  second the letter G.  I saw nothing in the  third. These 
three cups were found by the Grand-Prior Aumont together with 
three Letters in the ruins of the Temple of Jerusalem and 
brought by him to Scotland. 

The three Cups were further ' mystically ' explained as ' the  visible being,' 
' the purified one,' and matter ready for perfection.' 

A reference was then made to the seven metals of the  alchemists, their 
transmutation and the application of this process to  the  mystical regeneration 
of X a n ,  freed from uncleail impulses, his soul united with Light and Spirit. 
The faculty of clairvoyance was promised on this path of mystical transmuta- 
tion-the Plamil~g Star  should become a true Philosopher's Stone. elevating 
Man's  faculties and putting under his command the lower spirits of nature. 

Further catechism followed :- 

(J i iec t io t / :  How many Grand Masters have been in our Royal Craf t?  
A/ ts t r3er:  Seven, namely-Adam, Seth, Enoch, Noah, Noses, Solomon and 

Christ. 
(;)lrest~orz : How many after Christ ? 
d usli3er : Six. ~lamely-John the Evangelist. Peter ,  Pau l ,  Jarimund, 

Jacques RIolay and Aumont. 
Q u e s t t o n :  Through how many periods of misfortune did the  Order pass? 
=l rzszcer : Seven-(l) Adam's Fall ,  (3) Deluge. (3) Tsraelitish Captivity. 

(4) 1)evastation of the  First Temple, (5) Devastation of the Second 
Temple. (6) 1Xocletian S Persecutions of our Eleusinian Brethren, 
(7) Dissolution of our Order, then known under the name of 
Knights Templar. 

The sixth grade was tha t  of ' a Provincial Cdpitular of the  Red Cross.' 
A secret cipher for confidential correspondence among members of this high 
position 111 the Order was attached to the ritua1.l'" 

An elaborate description of the inagnificently planned assembly-room and 
of the preparation-chamber also of several rich garments worn by officers of t he  
Chapter, precedes the ritual itself. 

The opening of the Provincial Chapter began with a solemn prayer, all 
Brethren kneeling. arms crossed on their breasts, swords laid down. The prayer 
said by the Senior Officer, invoked ' the Omnipotent Builder and L o r d '  and 
alluded to the Emanation process by which Creative Activity had manifested 
itself, to seven Regents of the Cosmos. to Beings of Light and Celestial 
Hierarchies. I t  also mentioned a knowledge which being attainable by Nan ,  
animated by Divme Spirit led to  nearer approach to Deity. 

ll"ecret ciphers were rery much i n  rogue in those days, and Starcli's Rite 
was by no  ineatis $111 errcel~tioil i n  this respect. German Rosic~ucians had their 
secret code ancl so did their opponents, the Illuminati: higher ndepts of the Strict 
Obserrance a130 seem to hare hacl on?. 



During the opening ceremouy some curious questions xere  asked. For 
example : - 

Q l l e s t i o i z  : Who are you ? 
.4 usic1er : I have ceased to be a Freemason-I have been initiated as 

Superior Master into our Sacred llysteries and elevated to the 
rank of a Priest of Contemplation. 

The actual ceremony was of a twofold nature one for the reception of a 
new member and another for smparting secret oral instructson to inembers already 
admitted. 

A n y  postulant of this grade had first to undergo a careful examination. 
The lat ter  was said to be not only of a theoretical or catechising aspect but 
also to include investsgation of the postulant s l~rcrctictrl achievements. 

After  such an examination, if approved, the postulant's hands were once 
again washed. he was undressed a i d  robed in a long white vest. 

A red curtain, embroidered with cabalistic figures and St .  Andrew's Cross, 
concealed from his eyes the Sanctuariunz Capituli. H e  was inforined that  he 
would be admitted anlong the Superiors of the Order and instructed in its 
deeper secrets. The Chapter was described as ' an assembly of the Fathers of 
the Fraternity,  an abode of tranquillity and concord.' The postulant gave a 
solenln promise of secrecy and constancy: in addition. h e  undertook not to 
seveal to anybody, not even to a Scottish Old-Master, the names of those 
assembled in  the high Provincial Chapter."' The curtain was a t  last drawn 
aside, and the  great Oath was taken by the  postulant;  he passed ' under the 
iron Arch ' formed by the crossed swords of the Brethren, and the  obligation 
was pronouilced ' under the  iron Cross ' formed by two swords. The great Oath 
emphasized the promise to keep secret the naines of the assembled Brethren. 

even unto martyrdom.' After the Oath he was robed in the  garlnents of ' a 
Capitular with words appropriate to each;  an accolade was given, and he 
received a new name as Knight of the Order. 

The ceremony continued with a prayer addressed to ' God the Source of 
Light,  imparting Light to those assembled who are Children of Light. '  The 
postulant was anointed with ' the Liquor of Life, '  whatever this might have 
been, and he  partook of bread and wine. After  benediction, the new member 
of the Chapter had to sign the Statutes, and a diploma was delivered to him. 
A preliminary instruction of a secret nature not revealed in the printed ritual 
followed. 

The seventh grade was tha t  of Magus or Knight of Clearness and Light. 
The ceremony of this grade seems to have been of a peculiar nature. The 
accouut published does not  show its precise character nor the  mode of working. 
No usual rituals, similar to those of any other ' higher ' hrasonic degrees, were 
said to have been used. The ceremony was described as dealing with actual 
visions of spirits, induced by means of imagination brought into a suitable 
state, and as some pretended, assisted by optical instruments and delusions. 
Fragments of instructions assigned to adepts of this grade and preserved in the 
Sigizntstern, seem to indicate, however. tha t  such practices, even if indulged in,  
were not the  real or chief object of the grade. Thus. Bretllren were taught to 
ask the Great Architect for ' the zizner-Light '-l without such Light kindled 
i n  their innermost self, and the Grace of the Great Architect, all instructions 
of the Order would be ineffective and dead.' The alchemical process was again 
referred to,  and i t  was stated that  chemical terms were not to-be understood in 
the  ordinary sense but  according to mysteries of the  Sanctuary. Observation 
of Nature,  study of Magic and Kabalah were alluded to, but  the main object of 
the  instruction was undoubtedly the nlystical process of regeneration through 
separation of Spiritual Essence of Man from his Terrestrial Nature.  as expressed 
in terms of Spiritual A l ~ h e m y . ~ ~ V a r a c e l s u s ,  ICunrath, Sendivogius, Eugenius 

1" A l~romise rather difficult to reconcile n i t h  the :~rerious caustic remarks 
concerning r11knon.n Superiors and their du!,es. 

119 See also S i g n a f s t e m ,  i i i . .  223 and 286. 



Pliilalethes and IIernles Trismegistus were n~ent ioned .  The  language of t h e  
instruction was, so f a r  as  i t  is possible to  judge from fragments  transcribed, 
somewl~at  obscure a n d  n o t  easy t o  follow, b u t  i n  one place t h e  object of its 
teachings was expressed with a greater  directness, as  ' Liberat ion through Cruci- 
fixion. Death.  Putrefact ion,  Glorification and Baptism with Spir i t . '  Xystical 
imitation of Christ was apparent ly t h e  key t o  t h e  process of Alchemical trans- 
mutat ion of t h e  lowest in to  t h e  highest, of Darkness in to  L igh t ,  of a rough 
ashlar  into a perfect cube. 

llysteries t a u g h t  b y  th i s  grade were supposed t o  have  beex known to t h e  
Fa thers  of t h e  first Christian Church,  of which t h e  Roman Catholic Church 
retained the  outward pageant  and imagery, b u t  lost t h e  Spir i t .  These 
mysteries. i n  par t  already known t o  t h e  ancient world, were t ransmit ted from 
one succeeding generation of initiates t o  another. They were not  destined ' for 
t h e  world and i t s  princes ' a n d  not  for  ordinary warrior-knights. The Clerics 
possessed these ancient ceremonials and  t h e  t r u e  history of t h e  Order .  Free- 
lnasonry was meant  t o  afford t h e  means of judging men's  hear t s  and selectinu 9 
suitable candidates b v  t h e  Suueriors of t h e  Clerical 0rder.120 

Besides t h e  ceremonies described there existed other  solenm rites i n  
Starck's System, such as  t h e  Li tu rg ia  Fest i  i\lysteriorum on t h e  first of 
N o v e n ~ b e r . ~ "  which included bless in^ of Water, '" Consecration of Oil and  - 
Frankincense  a solemn a n d  inlpressive torch-light procession formed par t  of 
these c e l e b r a t i o i ~ s . ~ ~ ~  

The second volume of t h e  Signats tern contains ' A n  Explanat ion of t h e  
highest aims of t h e  Order  according t o  the  System of t h e  Clerics of Templar 
Knights .  It deals once more with ancient knowledge preserved i n  small circles 
of initiates, dedicated t o  t h e  glory of t h e  Creator a n d  t h e  welfare of H i s  
Creatures.Ix These associations had  nothing whatsoever t o  d o  with any  political 
airns.12- The ul t imate object of t h e  Mysteries, preserved i n  these secret circles 
of adepts and par t ly  embodied i n  his Rite ,  was described by  Starck i n  t h e  
f o l l o ~ i n ~  terms :-' T h e  chief a im of hidden sciences is t h e  a t t a inment  of a nearer " 
connection with higher Beings . . . also a g rea t  experiment i n  t h e  donlain 
of Nature  . . . , a direct knowledge of our eternal  continuance and of t h e  
inlnlortality of our  soul.' "G 

Starck believed t h a t  i t  was possible t o  invoke spirits and  to enter into 
comnlunication with ' Beings of L igh t . '  hence t h e  dua l  character of t h e  seventh 
degree of t h e  R i t e  of L igh t .  P r a y e r  and s tudy  of t h e  Kaba lah  were deemed 
necessary for such operations. ' W i t h  t h e  last stroke of midnight . '  narrated 
Starck of one of his personal experiences. ' we heard knocking, and a Spir i t  
appeared . . . i t  was of a br ight ,  blinding whiteness, enveloped i n  a sort 
of gauze, its features were of manly  beauty.  plainly seen. even t o  t h e  movement 
of t h e  lips when t h e  Spir i t  spoke . . . 1 2 7  Starck also believed t h a t  he  
himself attained some results i n  t h e  process of approaching t o  a closer union 
with t h e  DeiLy.lZX 

"0 To these fragments (6Signatsferr~. i., 268-276) are added extracts from Starck's 
original letters. He speaks in them of the same !wocess of Spiritual Alchemy. very 
often in identical expressions and in teims snch as ' Onr nature is under a curse . . . 
llg body purified through putrefaction and then glorified tl~rongli Spiri: shall be 
i~ca~i t i fed  :md renewed . . . These my arms shall embrace JIy  Sal-lour. 

1 2 1  For higher ade2ts of the Order only. 
1-22 A very important rite in the Rnssian Chnrch. 

Si~/nnfsfern, iii.. 290-201. Similar ' greater JIJ-steries ' and their rituals 
were communicated by Starclr t ?  his ~nos t  trusted follon-ers alone. H e  y o k e  of ' a. 
Kol-ice of the Order. ' a Canonlcus ' and ' a B r o t h e ~  of the last I n i t i n t ~ o r  ' ~ h o ,  a t  
tile feet of His Jlaster, amidst chants nnd holy Incense, rcceired the Ini t ia tmg 

' Inst,ruction.' (Slqnatstern, iii.. 187.) Other ra.nlrs of his Chapter were: Pfesbyteri. 
Senior Commissnrins. Claviper. Lector. Capellani. (.41lgemeines H a n d b ~ ~ c h .  III. ,  117.) 
'Ceremonies reminding of Church Sacrainents were celebrated (confession, absolution. 
unction, etc.). (See Blum. 72-73.) Starclr's own full title was :-Frater Archidemides 
ab Aqnila Fulva, Cancellarius Capituli generalis Cnnonici V11. as Provincial Snaerior 
Congregationis Regiomontanae. 

1" Signnfsfetv. ii., 126. " 5  ib.. ii., 12F3,. 
1 2 G  ib . .  i ~ . ,  134. Compare also 8ign.trfsfel.n. III. ,  161. 
"7 ih.. i i . ,  137. 1 2 8  ih.: iii., 165. 



From Starck 's  rituals and his personal beliefs, which m17:t h a r z  foulld an 
ampler reflection in secret instructions attached t o  the 11igl.er grades, t h s  mail1 
outlines of his System can be gathered with a great degre? of cer t i tude,  and 
they a r  confirmed by a closer study of his e ther  volunlinous writing3 and 
varied correspondence. 

On the basis of the three 11sual l lasonic  degrees. Starili endeavoured t o  
erect a super-structure of additional grades:  their alleged purpose being to  
impart to  the  approved candidate some secret kno.rrledge brought from t h e  Eas t  
by the Crusaders (their Clerics. to  be more precise). The object of th is  
knowledge V J ~ S  t o  learn how t o  approach nearer t o  a perfect u n i o n  with the 
Daity; the method included the  process of regeneration of 31an's fallen nature- 
its t r a i ~ m ~ ~ t a t i o n  fronl the base state of a rough ashlar into the ' golden ' state 
of a perfect cube. Starck. who evidently was a visionary."!' n o  ~ n c o n m l o n  thine in 
t h ~ s 3  days. considered practical r e s ~ ~ l t s  possible and tried to  show the Pa th  to  the  
adepts of the high grades, expressing himself i n  terms of ' Spiritual Alchemy.' 
11asonic symbols then acquired quite a different ' spiritual ' interpretat ion and 
hence Starck's reputation as an adept of the Rite of Spiritual I \ l a s o i ~ r y . ' ~ ~  

Explanation of symbols and the  working of rituals was accompanied by 
studies of Alchemy. Theosophy. lllagic, and also Theology. Starck certainly 
shared many superstitious and cherished dreams of his contemporaries, although 
undoubtedly he possessed a mind no t  only inquiring. but also critical.  I 3 l  f o r  
h i s  t i m e .  

Besides his ritualistic and other studies. Starck elaborated the legendary 
history of the Templar Order. In 1768 he sent t o  t he  Provincial Chapter of 
the Strict Observance ' An Extract from the newer I l ls tory of the Order from 
1312 to  1744.' There he narrated the  escape of D'Auinont the alleged Grand 
Prior of Auvergne from Philip IV. ,  the  persecutor of the  Templars. D Aunlont 
to  better disguise himself, was desclibed as wandeling through France in a 
Mason S attire, t h e n  fleeing to  Ireland and ultimately to Scotland.13? Pietro di 
Bologna with two other Clerical members of the Templar Order brought to  
D'Amnont and his followers in Scotland a knowledge of ' t rue AIysteries ' of 
the Order. which was continued under the cloak of A I a ~ o n r y . ' ~ ~  In 1320 a 
Scottish degree was added t o  coininemo~-ate the  restoration of the Order in  
Scotland. In 1330 the Grand Master ordered that  i n  future every new Grand 
l Ias te r  should be invested as such by the Clerical Brethren of the  Order. A 
further  fantastic story of tlie deeds and ordinances of succeeding Grand Masters 
followed. and the importance of t h e  Clerical branch of the Order was naturally. 
~underllned throughout t h s  c o n ~ p i l d t i o n . ' ~ ~  

"Wr  Zielieced himself t o  be. See , C i ~ l i ~ c t f s t e r n ,  i i i . ,  306. 
1 3 0  E f ~ c n s  , i iher, i i . .  62. 
1 3 1  Compare, for  instance. his a t t i t ude  t omrc l s  t h a t  3lasonic acll-ent~irer who 

was Iiiio\vn a s  G U ~ U I ~ I O S .  (S i17ncr f s f r rn .  i i i . .  I . j G ~ ? . j i . )  Starclr del-oted himself mostly 
t o  t he  s tudy of Theology. Tl~eosopliy and J l a p ~ c .  He pn~ticl11arl)- recommended a 
pernsal of , J a ~ n b l i c l ~ u s  alid P o ~ ~ p h i r y ' s  \\-orlis. Starcli seeins to have been practi~in!: 
a t  one t ime  some of tlie operations of' the so-called , IVliite Magic.' \Vhilst a t  3 I i t t an .  
he was considered t o  be a bitter opponent of the r enoy led  cha,rlatan, C:lgliostro; the 
l a t t e r  n-as described by S t ~ r c l i ' ~  clisci1,les a s  ' black n l a g i c ~ a n , '  I . P . ,  conclucting magical 
operations for, selfish or ha rmf r~ l  ends.  Cagliostro. ill his t u r n ,  nccused Starclr of  
' black m a g ~ c  as  aga in s t  h i s  orr-n e s c e l l e ~ ~ t  !~ractices, ~ v h i c l i  in t k e  m o ~ i t l ~  of t he  
fmnons cleceirer sounds r a the r  like a compl i ine i~ t .  The h a l o  of mystery which  
surroundecl Starclr  ancl w h i c l ~  he clicl no t  r a w  or perhaps clitl liot w a ~ ~ t  t o  dispewe, 
made many credulous people believe in every h i n t  he pare  a n d  in every story lie 
chose t o  relate. either from hearsay 01. personal  experience. ( Y r r c h r i r h t .  38, 30: 11 ; 
Ef-trrrs i i b e r .  12.) Some tho~igh t  that he l ~ n c l  discove~.ed the secret of . t h e  evcr- 
burning lamps, '  others t h a t  I!e h a d  ~ n l e a r t l ~ c d  once ag:iin t h e  dreadful idol of the 
Templars. I h p l ~ o m e t  (.-l.(I).C.. I X . ,  117.) Vo11 Raven,  who directed the  Clerical R i t e  
in Gernia~iy  dur ing Starcli's absence. n-as i,?rticnlarly interested in the  study of 
Alchemy both on  t h e  physical a n d  ' s p i r i t ~ ~ a l  planes. 

1 3 2  Island of 311111. 

F r a n X J 3  :T(? t o  about 1.500, then a Chapter Jras alleged t o  h n ~ - e  been establishecl in  
,. z g n n f s t e r n ,  iii., 230.) 

13' : l l l g e m e i n e s  I l n n t l b z r c l ~ ,  i i . ,  476. 



Von H u n d  and his Provincial Chapter  were very pleased with Starclc's 
elaborated story, i t  was done very cleverly and  a n  esp lana t ion  of llasonic 
synibols according t o  t h e  Clerical theory was attached.I3'  

I n  Apri l .  1768. Starck demanded 200 thalers  '3 ' j f ron1 von I-Iund for t h e  
purpose of a journey t o  S t .  Petersburg.  Von H u n d .  whom his own Ri te  of 
Str ic t  Observance had  already cost a great deal of money. refused.13: Starck 
replied in  sucll all arrogant  mallner t h a t  von I I n n d  stopped fur ther  correspoll- 
dence with him.'" S ta rck ,  nevertheless. proceeded to S t .  Pe te rsburg :  he  was 
rvidently somewhat disappointed i n  his endeavours t80 un i te  t h e  Clerics with the  
1 3 ~ .  branch of The  Tenlplar Order .  and  in von I I u n d  

Returning t o  Germany,  another  Clerical Chapter  was established by  
Starck i n  Kijnigsberg.' ' l  Thus  Starck 's  Ri te  was in  actual  practice a t  the least i n  
t h e e  German towns, namely,  Wismar .  l L ?  Kijnigsberg and  1)armstadt  . Id3  Besides 
Germany. the  R i t e  was worked i n  Russia. Sweden l"  a n d  Cour1and.l" T h e  
great majority of t h e  Str ic t  Observance Chapters did no t ,  however. display any  
intention of including Clericals in  their  midst ,  in spite of Starck 's  injunctioll 
t h a t  every Chapter  should have a t  least one Cleric t o  pronounce benediction 
over each newly-admitted m e n ~ b e r . ~  I q t a r c k  also formed a few secular Templar 
C!laptersli8 such as  t h e  Chapter  Phcenis i n  S t .  1'etersburg.l" 

The union of t h e  two Clerical Chapters ,  of Wismar  a n d  ICiinigsberg. 
formed the  Clerical Provincial Chapter  i n  Germany:  a t  t h e  head of this 
organisation stood a P r i o r ,  and  t h e  seat of tile Pr iory  was alternately a t  
Wismar and Konigsberg : th i s  Pr io r  was von Raven.  - - 

I n  X a y ,  1772. Starck sent v011 Raven t o  t h e  Congress co~lvolied by t h e  
leaders of t h e  Str ic t  Observallce a t  Kohlo i n  Saxony. V o n  Raven subnntted 
a project of a union between t h e  Clerical R i t e  a n d  t h e  Strict Obselvance 
which was agreed to .  T h e  Chapters  of W ~ s m a r  and  Kiinigsberg were yielded 
1111 to  the  Clerici af ter  some discuss~on. i\loreover, ' secular Chapters accepted 
a ritual for t h e  r e c e p t ~ o n  of ' novices ' worked o u t  by t h e  C1erics.l" A t  t h e  
same time vou H u n 2  had  a bet ter  opportuni ty of obtaining knowledge of t h e  
Clerical rituals ; t h e  pomp and solenimty displayed b y  Clerical cerenionies 
pleased von EIund, and  several leaders of t h e  Str ic t  Observance were 
favourably impressed: others thought  t h a t  Clerical ceremonies savoured too 
much of the  customs and  ritualism of t h e  Roman Catholic Church.  A n  accusa- 
tion was made t h a t  Starck was a secret disciple of t h e  Jesuits,  and  this led 

1%; 131um. 69, 71. dllgernci~ics 7I1r~itll1rcclt, iii.. 305. 
':l'; 200 thalers=about f30 sterling, a consiclcrnl>le amouxlt i l l  tliose days of 

comyaratirely cheag l iring. 
1 3 7  I t  slionld be noted tha t  this refusal \\.as not the ground for Starck's with- 

drawal from the Strict Obser~atrce:, (Iieller's ( ~ P s c ~ I ' ~ ~ ~ I / P ,  1-N.) 
1 3 8  rlllqeni~inos 77tr11rlb1iclt, I I I . ,  305. ; / I . .  i i i . .  303. 
1,111 This new Cl~apter  worlted on the same lines ;IS the 11-ismar one and Iiad five 

principal ~ficer~s-Prior. Colid~irto~. Noviciorl~nl. Cal~ccllarius. Clavigcr ancl Lector. 
IJati~i was in use. 

' 4 1  An i ~ ~ t e r e s t i n g  relic of St:lrrlr's working at  Tionigsberg u-as fon~td in that  
town. S e e  l . . ,  i 1 1 6 .  JVl~en a t  Tionigsberg. Starcli co~isecrated in l770 as 
' Canonical llegulares the following Brethren belonging to the Lodge of Tlnce 
Crowns: J.  31. Hoyer. who rewired the name of Hugo ah Acaria ; Theod. ran Hippel. 
\rho received the name of E u g c ~ ~ i u s  :I Falee: 131.. liehrcnd. who rercirctl the name of 
A~lbertns a Septem Stellis.-Other T3rethre11 also Ic~~o\\.n to l law been initiated bj* 
St;rrc.lc illto his llite were: Co~ut-Clial~lain Lil~clncr (as Andreas), X-on Osten-Saclie11 
(as I-lephlistio~~), van S c l ~ r i i t e ~  (as I)ounil~icus\, I ? ~ I . O I I  von Korf (a- Leonliil), ant1 
C'aptallr Ales von lio'rf (as Adelbertns). (.-l.Q.C., is . ,  116-117,) 

l.'? TYliere a specially aclapteil and solemnly consecrated Chapel was erected. 
1 ' 3  1311m1, G. 
"i Starcli went so far  as to accuse leaders of the S\\-edish System of plagiarism; 

probably they retailled his idea of Spiritual I i ~ ~ i g l ~ t l ~ o o c l  ancl sonic esterual parts of 
his ceremonial but did not indnlpe in those . o c c ~ ~ l t  ' doctrines and mystical practices 
wllicli n-erc resewed for the aclepts of Starcli's higher grades. (13111111~ 51.) 

On Starck's arrival a t  Al'ittau, the Lodge of' Three S\vords recognized his 
authority and norliecl seven Clerir!?l grades. (13111111, 43,)  

.dllrlemeines I!c~nr?b~rch, I I I . ,  305. 
This 'secular Chapter was followed by a . Clerical ' Chapier. 

l" These Chapters recognized roll Hund's authorit>-. (Gould, iii.. 105.) 
14Y411gcn~cines IInnd7~ztcl1, i . .  194. 



260 Trnnsactions of t h e  Qltntuor Coroi1nfi Lodge. 

later to some bitter attacks against the whole Clerical Rite. Fear of Jesuitic 
activities obsessed in those days even the most enlightened Protestant spirits to 
a hardly believable exten-some even asserted tha t  Cagliostro, the future 
prisoner of Rome. was eitller a Catholic priest in disguise or a secret Jesuit. 
No wonder tha t  some of Starck's rituals, reminiscent of the solemn celebration 
of Catholic s a c r a n ~ e n t s . ~ ' ~  provoked a similar accusation, albeit Starck himself 
openly affirmed tha t  neither Jesuits nor Catholic priests were allowed to join 
the Clerical Rite.151 

Anlong the  leaders of the Strict Observance. von I-Iund, an  admirer of 
the pompous ceremonials and gorgeous ceremonies of the Catholic Church, became 
the main support of Starclr's working. For a time the  Clerical Rite achieved 
a notable success and exercised a considerable influence. 

Wi th  von Hund 's  death in 1776 this period of success nearly ended, and 
the influence of the Clerics among inembers of the Strict Observance declined. 
Di~sensions had already begun before von I-Iund's death. Von Raven went to 
the Brunswick Congress called together by the Strict Observance chiefs in 1775: 
the  pact of union was renewed, but very few Chapters applied for Clerics. 
Zomplaint was made to von Raven that  ' lay Knights ' so far  did not hear 
much of the  mysterious discoveries promised by the Clerical branch. V011 
Raven replied-the Clerics had given more than promised, they supplied not 
only rituals of Masonic degrees, but  also of Scottish and Novice g r a d e s  they 
worked out the  history of the Order and provided an explanation of Masonic 
symbolism. They also regularly paid their monetary contribution to the Order. 
This answer did not satisfy his antagonists. Von Raven was further questioned 
concerning the  authenticity of some rituals which the  Clerlcs pretended to 
derive from France. the existence of the Clerical Grand Chapter, and 
the actual extent of the  Rite. Von Raven replied tha t  he  received his 
documents from Starck and had personally no ground to doubt their authenticity: 
Starck, in his t u rn ,  obtained the docunlents in question from a Priory which 
was then ceasing to work; he could not say anything positive about the Grand 
Chapter, as an obligation of secrecy had been imposed upon h i m ;  ' working 
Clerics ' still existed in France, I taly and other countries, but  he was not a t  
liberty to divulge their names: he  promised to make further enquiries.15?. I n  
spite of many doubts and queries, the pact of union was again confirnled during 
the Wiesbaden Congress of 1776. 

I n  l777 a formal complaint against Starclr and his ' bad character ' was 
lodged with the  Directory of the Strict Observance, in Brunswick, by  a certain 
von Fi rks . l j3  who had previously met Starck a t  Ktittau. Von Firks went so 
far as to call Starck ' a wicked man ' and ' a perfection of abhorrence.' l'' I n  
this connection a few remarks concerning Starck's sojourn a t  Mittau may prove 
enlightening. 

I I any  insatiable seekers after ' occult wisdom ' not less numerous a t  
Nit tau than in other parts of Europe during tha t  period, believed Starck to be 
' a white Magician,' and his supposed knowledge of hidden truths attracted them 
greatly.15' In  those days, Starck, an ardent and ambitious young man, was him- 
self passing through a period of ' seeking ' 156 typical of his t ime; in several discus- 
sions with his Mittau friends Starck intimated tha t  he considered possible a coin- 

l" Ettrns i iber ,  36. 43. 44. 
1" lb . .  51. He considered the Order of the Jesuits t o  be a ' dreadful ' 

institution. ( d p o l o g i e .  52.) 
152 Al lgemeines  IInndbztcl i .  i . .  193-194. 
153  Born in 1737. Lord of Oclitell i n  Courlancl, known in the Strict Obser~ance 

as Ernestus Eques ab Aquila rnbra. Prefect of the Strict Observance at 3littau and 
a Subpnor nb honores. 

Al loemeines  T I u n d b u c h ,  iii.. 306. 
15j E t t c u s  vber. 13. 18. 
1 5 6  For a little nhile he ereu belie~ed in the poner of the ghost-conjuring 

Leipsic inn-keeper Schropfer. ( E t w a s  u b r ~ .  27. 32.) 



munion with supernatural  worlds. t h a t  magical rites m a y  b e  effective and  t h a t  
cases of necromancy, thought-reading and  clairvoyance were known,  etc.''' H e  
was described as being fu l l  of enthusiasm and  of ' ravishing eloquence.' and  t h e  
effect of his  vague h in t s  a n d  suggestions was probably f a r  greater t h a n  h e  
intended. His  theories a n d  curious intimations were taken  by  many credulous 
listeners for definite assertions and  greedily swallowed i n  their  entirety yet 
Starck made i t  qu i te  clear t h a t  such practices a n d  pursui ts ,  though perhaps 
possible. were neither t h e  mail1 thesis of his knowledge nor  t h e  object of his  
ain1s.li8 Starck's own opinion was la ter  t h u s  defined: ' Nobody, be he using 
for  this purpose either black or  white. green or yellow Xagic .  has  t h e  power t o  
conmand and  t o  pass spirits i n  review.' ' " V u t  th i s  was his la ter  v i e w  i n  
his younger days h e  believed in a great  deal more a n d  h a d  t h e  dangerous way 
of clothing his enticing conversation with mysterious expressions and fantastic 
imagery, in  a manner  t h e n  so fashionable. Involuntar i ly ,  Starck excited 
expectations never meant  b y  h im.  hence t h e  accusation of deceit by those 
who saw i n  t h e  end their  long-cherished dreams  unfulfilled a n d  their fondly 
believed theories shat tered t o  pieces. There were, a t  t h e  same t ime,  a n u n ~ b e r  
of worthy men whom Starck succeeded in at t ract ing in to  t h e  folds of Blasonry, 
and  to whom he  did reveal t h e  great  object of his  striving, t h e  contemplation 
of Jesus. lGO I t  is therefore understandable t h a t  a double impression was 
created by  Starclc when a t  Rl i t t au :  some thought  him t o  be  a deceiver. others 
held him for a Pro tes tan t  scholar and  a sincere mvstic. N o  accusation could 
really be proved a n d  a f te r  closer enquiry nobody would take  a definite s tand 
against the  learned Doctor. U n d e r  t h e  circumstances, i t  is not surprising t o  
learn t h a t  Firks  i n  t h e  end seems bo have come t o  a perfect reconciliation with 
Starck. lh1 H i s  bi t ter  a t tack on Starck and  subsequent complaint against t h e  
Clerical Chief lodged i n  t h e  very bosom of t h e  Str ic t  Observance, are ,  however. 
alleged to be  t h e  reason of Starck 's  ul t imate withdrawal  from t h e  Strict 
Observance i n  1778.1G2 

The immediate  result of F i rks '  formal complaint was of lit t le consequence. 
Starck declared t h a t  his  actions could be  judged only b y  his  equals. not by  t h e  
secular branch of t h e  Order .  H e  was, nevertheless, prepared t o  recognize a 
mixed judicial comn~ission. T h e  conlplaint was eventually forwarded to von 
Raven,  who destroyed t h e  docunlent without a n y  f u r t h e r  ado.  Al l  other letters 
directed against ~ t a r c k  were also destroyed a c c b r d i q  t o  t h e  wish of the  Grand 
Illaster-General of t h e  Order ,  t h e  Duke  of Brunswick. T h e  whole matter  was 
dropped. I n  spite of t h a t ,  i n  J u l y .  1778. d u l i u g  t h e  Congress of the Strict 
Observance, convoked a t  Wolfenbdttel .  t h e  CTertcs f h e m s e l z ~ r s  announced their  
withdrawal from t h e  union with t h e  7 th  Germail Province of t h e  Teniplar Order .  
t h a t  is to  say, with t h e  Str ic t  Observance Systenl ;  they declared the& intention 
of continuing their  work independently from other  organisation^.'^^ 

This event m a y  be  considered as  terminat ing t h e  first period of Starck 's  
Nasonic activities. T h e  change i n  his views and  intent ions was gradual,  no t  
only concerning hlasonry as  such, b u t  also kindred subjects and  societies. H i s  
altered point of view seems t o  have crystallized more or  less definitely towards 
t h e  date  of his withdrawal  from t h e  Strict Observance. T h e  second, 1778. 
edition of his Apology is entirely different f rom t h e  previous one, and his new 

1;- E f i i ~ r s  i i be r ,  19, 21, 2J. 
':"b.. 11. 
','"h.. 2.5. 
l G O  i l ~ . ,  22, 27. 31, etc. 
l C 1  .-lllgerncines I landb~tch,  i . .  363. 
h . ,  i .  l I t  is perllnps this withdrawal which led ]I. Lantoine to 

style the Clerics ;is , dissidents ' from the System of rol l  Hunci-a qxite unwarrantable 
statement, as well as Lantoine's further dismissal of the Clerics with an acc~~satioll  ot' 
' gold-making chiiiier:~~. '  (Lantoilre, 212.) No ~.efercnres arc given by the ai~tlior t o  
justify his  vien-S: that  Starcli did not entel%nin the idea of such . gold-making ' IS  

clcar even froin a cursory pelsllsal of his ~rr i t ings ( t o  llniile one instance only. . l / ~ o l o y i c .  
p. d6). 

'" ilih., i i i . .  336. 



at t i tude provoked t h e  s tatement  t h a t  i n  th i s  second period of his life he was 
taking b u t  lit t le interest i n  Masonry.16' 

Changes i n  S ta rck ' s  BIasonic strivings and his  general outlook may be 
v:ell compared with t h e  adventures and experiences of t h e  hero of t h e  hlasonic 
novel . S a z i z t - , T ~ c n i s e ,  i n  par t  either written or ,  more probably. edited by 
Starck.IG'  The  reader is first introduced into t h e  midst of gaily drinking 
hlasons who considered Xasonry  to he solely a joyous and  fashionable pastime. 
From these harmless and  enter taining Brethren t h e  hero passes in to  t h e  hands 
of Masoii-Alchemists. and  par t s  with a great  deal of money in t h e  search for 
the  philosopher's stone. Xagic  is t h e  next  s tep i n  his ' Masonic ' progress, and 
results i n  a n  inlprisonnient ill t h e  dungeons of t h e  Ronian Inquisition. R e  
saves his life. thanks  to  some charitable Brethren.  a n d  a t  last di-covers t h e  t rue  
meaning of Nasonry  : he  finishes his restless search for  ' higher  ' ililasonic 
mysteries. retires froni all outward activity, and  lives secluded from t h e  turbulent  
world. A remarkable resenlblalice with Starclr's i\lasonic aberrations and  rest- 
less activities i n  t h e  first period of his life and  his secluded life dur ing  the  latter 
period ! V e r y  scathing remarks concerning the  Str ic t  Observance, its Hidden 
Superiors. their  financial plans and the  toying with Knighthood,  their pride 
and vani ty,  a re  contained in t h e  ,C(lint L T i r a i ~ e ,  conlbilied with bi t ter  attacks 
on t h e  best known leaders of t h e  System.lGG Dla~onic  Alchemy (of physical 
nature) .  Magic. Knigh t ly  and  other  . higher ' l" degrees a r e  pawed in review 
and condemned, together with JIasonic party-strife and  anlbit'ious designs. 
The hero considers Masonry t o  be  somewhat analogous t o  ' lesser Mysteries ' of 
the  Ancient  World-a pre&ration for higher reve?ations, preserved-in a small 
circle of  adept^.'^^ Chari ty  towards all Brethren is ' t h e  especial d u t y  ' of 
every N a ~ o n . ' ~ ~ V l i e  Order has  nothing t o  d o  with politics and  religion, i t  
flees all i i n n i ~ r a l i t y . " ~  H e  approves the  views held b y  English hlasons l" who 

consider t h e  Order  t o  be  a n  institution-which serves them for  uleasure and  
I 

rest,  also binds then1 together i n  t h e  closest possible nlanner and  makes i t  their 
d u t y  t o  help each other  i n  every possible way. '  T h e  real . mystery ' is not to  
be found ' i n  this  wide-spread Society."? Chari ty  and  Symbols are  i ts  chief 
characteristics, b u t  nobody can become a perfect l l ason  unless he  be  a 
of whatever denomination. ( I lr ts i t le  the Society there  exist t h e  said " revela- 
tioils " reserved for  the  few:  the  T r u t h  becomes unveiled during such revelations 
a n d  may lead even to a physical change i n  one's nature."l Those who possess 
i t  are  no more interested in  altering Masonry. lK they behold t h e  splendour of 
Deity i n  peace and  quiet of seclusion.1-" 

T h e  second edition of t h e  i 9 n i t 7 t - A Y i c ( ~ l s e  contains ' Annotat ions by  a 
German H a n d  ' ( the  work itself being described as  a translation froni t h e  French) .  

' '21 Starclr himself said that  since 1777 lie had grown rather indifferent to >I:~sonic 
activities and tha t  sometimes he would not even reply t o  his former Jlasonic friends. 
( . - l l l g ~ n ~ c i n c s  I l n n t l h t t c h .  i.. 457.) I t  is interesting to  note that  Starck's name IS 
among the signatures attached to the so-called ' Grnnd Constitutio~is of the Ancient 
and Accepted Rite of the year l ie6.  wlricli are said to ha\-e been signed and approved 
by Frederick the Great. Leaving aside the qnestion of the vnlidiiv of the claim as 
to the jieni~ineness of these Clonstitutions, i t  is, to say the least. '\-er7. strange ancl 
hardly credible that  Starck should linvc been engaged i n  such reighty 3lasonic matters 
o r  retained such a high nnd active 318aso~tic ~~os i t ion  as  implicd by this alleged signature 
during t!li.s latter period of his life, chnt.ncterized by his n.itlidra\val from most 3lnsonic 
affairs. ( . ~ / / ~ / ( J I ~ I P ~ I I ( , , $  ~ I ( I I I ( ~ / ) I ~ I , / I ,  i.. 4.56457.) 

1" There is, as already me~rtiolied, :l striking l,esemblance between Starck's 
aclventilrous lifc ancl St.  >ic,aise's n-antlrrings. One csam:~le-St. Nicaise was 
treaclicronsl- attacked and ~nc~:lrceratecl i l l  a castle by occultists desirous to obtain 
possession of his secret papers, just ;is Stawli himself was assal~ltetl in Conrland and 
~mlrisoned in the same manllel and f o ~  the same pur,aose. n ,  4 .  Starck 
defendrcl the contents of the ,Qtri~if-Tic.ctisp with considerable he ;~ t .  ( . 4 b ~ ~ c 1 ~ u f l t i ~ / t ( ~  
1 7 0 r t s ~ t z ~ r i i ~ ~ ,  IGG. I < f ~ r ~ t . s ,  47 n l ~ d  49.) 

1" Es!~ecially on Scliubnrt. (Snint -1- ic tr ise .  155-156.) 
$6 Snch as the, French grades of Ecossais of St .  Anclr.6. Eln. Illlistre and 

Sub1i:ne. ( , ) ' c t i r~ t -S i . r r i s~ .  33-31.) 
" ' 8  S n i n f - Y i c t r i s c .  115. l" iL. .  137. 1 7 0  i b . ,  192. ' 7 '  i b . ,  307 
l : ?  ; h . ,  332. li"ib., 351. ; [ I . ,  351. ;l) . ,  359. 
" G  i l ~ . .  359-362. 



Among these . Annotat ions ' are  some fur ther  interesting s tatements  concer~ling 
i l laswry.  such as  : - 

' Freemasonry has nothing to do with Alysticism and  Theosophy on t h e  
one side. nor with unrestrained Freethinking on t h e  other."' 

' Masouic Mysteries a re  not identical b u t  comparnble with the  i\lystcries 
cf the  Ancient World. '  lis 

' First Lodges formed i n  England were nothing else b u t  clubs . . . 
therefore. i t  is seldom t h a t  i n  England  Freeniasonry is looked upon as a great 
mj-stery. . . H o w  happy  were Gernlans so long as they did not think other- 
wise.' "" 

Starck 's  m a t u r e  thoughts  on l\Iasonry found their  reflections i n  the la ter .  
entir-ly changed edition of his ;I pr:io!/!/ of tlle O r d e r . ' \ o  To  elucidate Starck 's  
views of t h e  second period of his life,  i t  is well worth while t o  dwell in  some 
det-il on the  contents of this  edition. 

Firs t ,  t h e  origin of t h e  Ancient Mysteries from a primal source in  Egypt  
is  d i s c u : ~ e d . ' ~ ~  The  A u t h o r  conbiders tha t  t h e  f u ~ i d a m e n t a l  t r u t h s  in~partecl in  
t h e  Ancient Mysteries w e r e t h e  Existence of One Supreme 13eing. the Dei ty :  
the  Ininlortality of t h e  Soul and  t h e  reward or p u n i s h n ~ e n t  according to one's 
deeds during the  ear thly p i l g r i ~ ~ ~ a g e . ' ~ V e c r e t  nleetings a n d  rites of the  early 
Chri:tinns a re  co~lsidcred n e x t ,  and  thcir  relation t,o t h e  Ancient  Njster ies .  A 
parallel between t h e  la t ter  and Masonic cerenlonial is then  drawn.1fi:' . I will 
no t  affirm.' c o n c l ~ ~ d e s  Starck.  . t h a t  a n  exact parallel can be established between 
the  Xysteries of t h e  Ancients a n d  t h e  secrets of Freemasonry:  yet here and 
thera.  similarity between these two can be discox-ered.' I s '  

Then follows a defence of t h e  Order against t h e  followilig accusations:- 

1. ,Cecrrcy .  practised b y  t h e  Order .  The question is often asked-if there is 
sxne th ing  good i n  Masonry. why conceal i t  f rom t h e  rest of t h e  
world 1 The  reply i s :  whereas some good things a r e  of advantage 
in  t h e  hands  of a few. i t  is doubtful  if they would be  of service when 
d e l i v e r d  to  mult i tudes,  t h e  la t ter  a r e  hardly ready to receive such 
things a n d  would only misunderstand. misapply or  ridicule t h e m  
this circumstance is t h e  main  reason for I\Iasonic secrecy.'s- 

2 .  Does not I ' i .ee7i1aco1lry  eventually become ' (1 S t t r i e  10111/1i1 ( I  S t ~ t e  ' and thus  
a danger  t o  t h e  Realm 9 The reply-Every I\lason must  be an honest 
c l t ~ z ~ l  and  a good Christian. F a r  from intcrfer lng with the civil 
duties of i ts  members t h e  Order encourages them t o  nerkevere i n  " 

Freemasonry i n  this respect can b e  likened to a beneficial 
Religious Order .  J lasons a re  quiet citizens acknowledging Autliority 
and subject t o  i t . I8 -  Reigning sovereigns and  rul ing princes have 
often penetrated into ~ t s  innermost mysteries and  af terwards felt  t h a t  
~t Tvas desirable t o  show benevolence towards this  useful institution I f i h  

for as they  have found there is nothing i n  t h e  Order  against State .  
Church or  X ~ r a l i t y . ' ~ ~  

3 .  The alleged terr ib le  ; I fcrso~ric  o a t h .  Nobody is  bound t o  take any  Masonic 
oath unless of his own free will and  accord, and  t h e  oa th  itself means 
nothing else t h a n  keeping inviolate t h e  secrets of t h e  Order. b u t  
Nasons also promise t o  pay all d u e  obedience t o  Authorities and 
Laws of t h e  R e a l m :  nothing against Religion or Noral i ty  is included 
i n  any  Masonic oath.l9O 

' 7 ;  .\'rri~rf--\~ic.c~isr., 2nd e d i t i o ~ ~ .  26. I T S  i h . .  Cncl edition, :al. 
';G/);., 211d edition, 133. 
1"' . . - l l io lo!~ic~ tles firt11.1is 11rr I. 'rc!l-. l l trirr~~~ ?oil t lcrj~ 111,111lr,r * * * " J I i f ! / l i r ~ l r  

, / P I ,  X +. ii , ~ ~ ' ~ l ~ o f f ~ s ~ ~ l i r n  T.o</e ; i !  7'. * , 1'11 i l ~ ~ ~ l r l ~ ~ l i  1'11 I171 Jo!i I .  2 .  11.i. . l ,SS?, '  This 
is t h e  w c . 0 1 i d  :~lteretl edition of ihc Ailology (~iamely, of Perlin, 1778). 

l S 1 ill.. 25. ., 
1s' ill., 30. Com?nre nlso \\.it11 ' C c s c h i c l i f c  t lcr  C'h ? i s f l i c l i t ~ r ~  l i i r c l ~ r . '  i . ,  i i i .  
Is3 ; / I , ,  :is, 1 s '  i l l . ,  30. 1s; i r j . ,  59. ;b . ,  53. ;b . ,  57 
1" ; h . ,  38. ; b . ,  50, 1" ;l) . ,  G i .  



4 .  Tl'kat i s ,  altogether, t h e  good of t he  O r d e r ?  I t  procures to  its members 
' t ranquil l i ty  and innermost contentment . '  A s  they a re  also members 
of their  rispective S ta te  and  Society, this  mus t  be  of benefit to  
both.'" l lasonic philanthropy is another  great  a n d  beneficial factor 
for  t h e  general welfare, as already ' recognized i n  England and 
Sweden. ' l g 2  

5. l 'reensnsonr,y is not something e x t r n n ~ o u s  t o  t h e  X e a l m .  Freemasonry exists 
under  t h e  laws of t h e  Realm, and  Rlasons do not  deny t h e  right of 
t h e  S t a t e  t o  allow or t o  forbid the i r  n1eetings.lg3 

6. Some people s a y :  Perhaps  there  i s  evil in Freemnsonry  b u t  those 111710 l i m e  
joined it are  too frigJifr?zecl t o  relleal t h i s  evil to  t h e  outcicc'e ~ c o r I d ?  
This  is evidently absurd,  for  who could prevent powerful rul ing 
Princes from doing s o ?  lg4  

might  be a dangerous thing from t h e  point of view of S ta te  and 
Church ?-An explanation of t h e  meaning of Brotherhood in t'he 
Masonic sense is given i n  reply. Freemasonry is no t  a religious sect and 
is  therefore to le ran t :  ' All Christians a re  allowed t o  join t h e  Order . '  l'' 
I t  conducts no propaganda, nei ther  does i t  endeavour to  change 
people's convictions and  allegiance to  their  nat ional  Churches. Free- 
masonry extends Brotherly Love t o  all  joining i ts  r a n k s :  ' I t  is 
enough for  hIasons t h a t  they a r e  h u m a n  beings . . . t o  practise 
towards them Brotherly Love and  Tolerance ! ' Neither  is Free- 
niasonry a political institution, nor  does i t  belong t o  a n y  political 
party. '" otherwise RIasons would be accused of being republicans i n  
a nionarchical st 'ate or of being monarchists i n  a republic. 

A t  t h e  co~lclusion of this defence Starck emphasizes t h a t  ' Masons have 
n o t l ~ i n g  to conceal f rom a n y  worthy mail ' who may want  to  be admit ted into 
their ~i iyster ies ." '~  

F u r t h e r .  Starck deals with complaints against individual Masons. H e  
frankly admi t s  t h a t  some i\lasons justify t h e s ~ o ~ ~ ~ p l a i ~ l t s . ' ~ ' V h e r e  exist even 
llasoiis who a r e  such only by  name.'"" b u t ,  surely. one could not  judge of t h e  
whole Order  b y  i ts  few unworthy mem11e1.s. N o  society is  so perfect as not t o  
iilclude some bad members. not Christ 's Church itself is f ree from such ' black 
sheep.' 

Some account of t h e  c i~argcs  and secrets of t h e  Order  ' follows. I t  is again 
emphasizecl t h a t  none of t h c  ' Xasonic Charges a re  i n  conflict with one's duties 
towarcls S ta te .  Religion or good Morals. Nei ther  is anybody con~pelled to  
remain i n  t h e  Society against his des~re . - " l  I t  is every l l a s o n ' s  d u t y  t o  show 
lore and  friendliness t o  all his fellow-men without  being prejudiced by  their  
p v a t e  especially to  those who a re  bound t o  llini by  Nasonic 
Brotherhood. A l l a s o n  should consider Christianity a s  t h e  only way to eternal 
welfare. ordained by  God Ilimself."3 JIasonic Mysteries inculcate reverence 
to  Rehgion,  and. obedience t o  Authori ty  and enjoin t h e  nlenibers t o  follow the  
pa th  of Vi r tue .  To  appreciate Masonic RIysteries n o  outside conclusions or con- 
jectures will help-one glance into t h e  3Tasonic Sanctuary woulcl give more t h a n  
all possible d e s c r i p t i o ~ i s . ~ ~ ~  Rlasorls would love t o  th row t h e  doors of their  
Temples open a n d  t h e n  secrets to be secrets n o  more. b u t  unfortunately t h e  
hearts of men  a r e  not  yet  ready for  this.'0' Masonic r i tuals  a r e  not religious 



ceremonies. b u t ,  stil l ,  thanks  to  then1 one can live with more pleasure and  die 
with better hope. -U '1  

Starck ends by  a warn ing :  There a re  some who call theinselves Free- 
masons and yet a r e  not-they differ from t r u e  3lasons as much as darkness 
differs from light ' fo r  there  a re  some so-called r\llasonic Lodges which have 
distorted t r u e  Masonic doctrines. Befo>e considering a Lodge t o  be t ru ly  
Xasonic, one should enquire if i t  is recognized as such b y  t h e  old Masonic 
Lodges of long s tanding 2U~-obviously very sound advice. 

I n  1781 Starck published a book, fur ther  i l lustrat ing his Alasonic views, 
namely:  On t h e  Aztn of t h e  Ort l rr  of l,'ree~rrc~so]r,. This  a im,  he  says, in  reality 
is not secret. T h e  good sides of t h e  Order a re  evident-its wide-spread 
philanthropy, facilities afforded t o  i t s  members. especially when travellillg i n  
dis tant  countries, etc. T h e  other  great  meri t  of t h e  Order  is Brotherly Love :  
soc~a l  distinctions a r e  of course admit ted by Masons, b u t  everyone participatillg 
i n  their gatherings can  equally enjoy t h a t  happiness which characterizes them. 
Masonic Lodges a r e  Sanctuaries of rest and joy, undisturbed by  rel ig~ous or  
political divergencies. ' 0 9  Such a re  the  advantages of t r u e  Freemasonry. 
There are  many  who pretend t o  follow t h e  r ight  Alasonic p a t h  b u t  who do not .  
they clainl to  possess t h e  keys t o  Alasonic Mysteries-in fact  they often 
have wondrous keys t o  unlock t h e  gold chests of their  disciples. A story IS 

related illustrating this  point.  Another  story i n  t h e  same book deals with a 
London tavern,  s i tuated i n  Bartlioloinew Lane .  a t  t h e  sign of the  Unicorn 
a n d  L i o n  tile hero perceives t h e  notice displayed beneath this attractive 
sign : ' Here  one can be  made  a Freemason ' a n d  accordingly takes two 
degrees on t h e  same day.  H e  proceeds t o  enjoy t h e  meetings of this rowdy b u t  
easy-going Lodge, ti l l  one d a y  i t  is visited and closed by  a n  inspecting deputation 
of t h e  Grand Lodge of London.  Afterwards, he  visits a n  Ancient  Lodge, i n  
S t .  Pau l ' s  Churchyard.  and  finds there  everything much t h e  same as in t h e  
previous Lodge.?l l  T h e  nar ra tor  happens t o  meet t h e  Master  of the  Uatli 
Lodge a t  the  Bear ,  a n d  is introduced t o  its Orator ,  in whose eloquent lecture 
on Llasonry figure, mixed together. t h e  Tower of Babel.  Colunins of Seth.  
Egyptian Xysteries, t h e  Temple of Jeru-alein. also Greek a n d  Konlan hlysteries. 
The aim of ilrasonry. i n  th i s  worthy 's  view. is nothing more nor  less than t h e  
discovery of tlle philosopher's stone. This adept  and  his eager disciple s ta r t  

t h e  great work. '  T h e  experiments a r e  conducted on different costly substances 
and even on t h e  disciple himself. H e  has for  instance, t o  dr ink for one whole 
week only wine and  t o  ea t  only wheat b read :  t h e  s tate  of t h e  faithful disciple 
af ter  seven days of such regime can be  easier iinagined t h a n  described! The 
purpose of this p a r t i c l ~ l a r  experiment was t o  get out  of t h e  disciple ' water of 
chaos '-there mu:t have existed a f te r  this  performance a considerable chaos i n  
his head,  bu t  i t  seems, t h a t  chaos could not be properly extracted. for t h e  
experiment proved t o  be  a failure. The  adept .  however, succeeds in  extracting 
t h e  disciple's money. They s ta r t  another  experimen-the manufacture of 
spurious silver : th i s  proves t o  be a most profitable operation, albeit sonlewhat 
perilous-so much so t h a t  t h e  disciple has to  leave England  rather  hurriedly. 
I n  France he  acquires m a n y  high-sounding titles,  such as I l a i t r e  Parfai t .  E lu .  
Illustre. Sublime. Chevalier de l ' o r i e n t ,  Chevalier d u  Soleil, Chevalier de l a  
Lune ,  etc. : he  becomes a Rose-Croix &lason and Frondeur  d u  D e v o i r . " V h e  

2'~" .llitili~!/ic tl(,s 0rtlrri.s tlr ' ,  FI~~! / - . J I~II I I .PI .  v011 (ICIII  nr11(/(71. * * * * Ilif!!lic'tlc 
I * * * , 1 1 t ~ f f i ~ / ~ i  c z l .  * , 1 h i 1  I 7 G l . .  S ,  111- 
11.5. Starclr says :  . .  'l'he origin and ,contents of t he  Orcler belong t o  High \ )  isclom: 
I7 i r tue  ant1 Love t o  H ~ ~ r n a n i t > -  a r e  its alln. I t  strives t o  pour into, t he  soul of every one 
cwnsolatioll aiid l,eac,e . . . ne Ivise, I3rethre11-be fviend:i of Human i ty  irncl 'enjoy 
t h a t  peace which is given t o  you by the  O d e r . "  ( i l l ic!/r~nc.t~~cs IIrti~riO~tcli. iii.. 316.) 

2 U i  ill 119-122 
20 ' J  z!;.e(,j-3 ig-' ib.. 63. etc. 
211  S l in i l i~r  descriptions of tho  English Lodges of those days a re  t o  be found in 

the Benlerkunqen (32. 52. 63). 
"'" %~l.eck. 84. This is curious and  may  possibly in t imate  some connection 

between certain 3lasouic degrees in t he  second half of t he  eighteenth c e n t ~ ~ r r  and t h e  



narrator  then  proceeds to  I t a ly .  There he meet?. i n  t h e  guise of a X ~ s o x .  a 
spirit-conjuring magician. Theoretical, and l a t x ,  practical.  studies of magic 
bring him into t h e  dungeons of the Roman Inquisition. from whence he is 
1ucl:ilv saved bv  some fai thful  Brother n!a:on?. A t  last he  discovers what 
Freemasonry really means, and this gives h im.  af ter  t h e  twbulency  cf previous 

31asonic ' adventures. . t ranquil l i ty  and contentment . '  " I n  t h e  n e s t  story 
a n  astrologer figures as a teacher of Masonic s e c r ~ t s :  a deceiver is introduced 
who pretends t o  be  sent from England by some mysterious chiefs. b u t  who. 
s t range to say,  does not  lrnow a word of English ; other  charlatans a re  depicted 
who elldeavour t o  trace a close ccnnection between Alasonry and medlzval  Knight-  
hood.'lZ The  nar ra tor  becomes a member of a Masonic E i t e  which hopes 
to re-establish t h e  old Templar Order-a Ri te  neither consistent with trui: 
AIasonic strivings nor with t h e  mod2rn orgariizatirn of S ta tes :  t h e  main 05jcct 
of this  System appears  t o  be t h e  filling of i ts  trcai.11ry chest and  s u b s e q u ~ n t  
procuring of pensions aud rents  for some of its member:."" b u t  as promises 
of such benefits have not  been fnlfillecl. t h e  whole Syst2m totters.  and no 
wcnder. for  instead of 13rotherlv Love. its adherents  are  cenlented bv ambition 
and pride. ? l a n y  other  , X a s l n i c  sects ' are  described. also some Gn-h~asonic 
political organizations parading under t h e  name of Alasoary. T-Se argues agsinst 
t h e  adn~ission of atheists "7 and women in to  Rlaronry:  Lodges accepting either 
are  not really Masonic. R e  is against tlle decorations of ' higher ' degrees being 
worn i n  ordinary Lodges. Again he compares t h e  Ancient  l lyster ies  and Free- 
masonry, finds a certain s i n d & - i t y  between tl!e twc."'" a l though.  i n  essence. they 
are  qui te  different. t h e  purpose of the  Ancient i\Iy:teries being t 3  Freserre from 
t h e  profane world some especial knowledge of t h e  Cei ty.  Nature  and  i ts  laws. 
Of Masonic pursui ts  Starck speaks t h u s :  ' W e  (l lasons)  enjoy in t h e  bosom of 
Masonic Mysteries a n  ennobling t rauquil l i ty .  they teach 11s to  consider everything 
from a different a n d  t ruer  point of view, fill our life with nierriment and bid 11s 
t o  await i n  comfort t h e  coming change ( d e n t l ~ ) . '  "'!' The  purpose of 11a:onry 
is to  c m t i n u e  t h e  ceremonies and ~nvst~eries  nreserved i n  Mason:c Temnles: 
they ensure t o  t h e  virtuous enlightenment. felicity and  peace of mind."" 
Around themselves Masons endeavour t o  s r~read  hacriness  and  contentment. 

L L 

The principle of Chari ty  inculcated by Masonry improves every m a n  and ma!ri.s 
him a more  ussful member of cociety. There a re ,  however, n o  outward Alasonic 
activities. nei ther  is Xasonry  concerned with The  b2tter a I\Ias3n 
fulfils his ATasonic duties, t h e  better citizen alld t!-e greater  reverencer of 
religion h e  b e c o n ~ e s . " ~  

A f u r t h e r  elucidation and  confirmation of S ta rck ' s  v i ~ w s  is to  be found 
in his other  book. Of .-l ~ i c i e i ~ t  niid ,Trw ~ l / ~ / s t e r i c ~ s . ' "  H e  poiut: out  tha t  the  
present-day Freemasonry dates from the  great  re- torat ion ;f t h e  whole move- 
ment i n  England  a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  eighteenth century.  H e  emphasizes 
d certain ~ i m i l a r i t y  between t h e  aims of Alasonic Lodges and  thc  so-called Lesser 
Mysteries which also t a ~ ~ g h t  their  participants how t o  live with more joy and 
to die with bet ter  houe. '  " '  The Greater l IvLter ies  of t h e  Ancients were 
different. Accesible  only t o  a select circle of adepts ,  they t a u g h t  a closer union 
with t h e  Deity and  t h e  means thereto.?" H e  dwells on some fur ther  points of 
resemblance between Alasonry and  the  Ancient Blysteries for example. the  
dramatic  passage from Darkness to  L igh t ,? -"  b u t  without identifying the  two or 

2" Z ~ c c c k ,  115. 
, l l c  . ;b . ,  131-132. - ' ~ l ) . .  146-147. This is obviously a sharp attack on  tlle Strict Obserl-ance 

System. 
""e is also agailist the aclniissio~i of Jews, %crct.li, 162. 
2 1 s  And ' the ancient Schools of Widom, '  such :IS . esi-ted in Egypt.' 
"9 %ic.et:l;. 1%. 
"0 ill., 185. T-le insists agair that ' t h e  true Initiation ' is linoux to a small 

circle only.  
2 2 1  ; l ) . ,  19i-1%. :'"11., 196. 
" 3  In this book Stnwlr s11nn.s a consiilerable erudition :1nd a critical mind. 

~ o t  often met in his time (see, for instaitce, the Chapter on 3Iythraic IIysteries, 
I>?).  169.133). 



insisting on any  contir,uity of 3Iysteries i n  t h e  shape of n l o d e r ~ ~  Lodges. I n  the  
same book Starck espresses himself qui te  definitely and  clearly concerning t h e  
pretensions of Templar  degrees. especially as propagated by  t,he Str ic t  Observance 
Sy:tem : . If Freemasonry were nothing else b u t  a cont i ln~ance of t h e  old Chivalry. 
i t  would be aimless, ridiculous and  most superfluous.' "" 

Starck S ideas t h u s  ~ l a i n l v  stated i n  his Leveral books a r e  well esemulified 
also in  his pr ivate  correspondence. His  letter addressed t o  t h e  Princes of 
I-Iesse and l lecklenburg from I l l i t tau,  dated 5 t h  Apr i l ,  1778.'?"s in  parts  
remarlrably characteristic of his general u t te rames  i n  other  places. H e  spealrs 
first of the sad position and  internal  :trife of t h e  several parties composing t h e  
Strict Observance System, of its coming downfall "' and  his personal desire to  
disxltangle himself f rom t h e  association with this  System. U n d e r  such circum- 
stances.' writes Starck.  ' I cousidered i t  m y  d u t y  t o  communicate t h e  Mysteries 
of the  Order. , . p , .  t h e  lit t le which I know. t o  a snlall a n d  strictlv limited 
number of trled faltliful Brethren should everything around us crumble to  t h e  
ground. these chosen ones wlll preserve t h e  Order  they mus t  become in our 
centnrv what a few Scottish Bre thren  were i n  t h e  seventeenth ~ e n t u r v . '  Starck 
e x p l a ~ n s  to  his correspondents t h a t  one should strive to  obtain t h a t  t r u t h  which 
hes behind out\vard espre:sions, for ' T r u t h  is always t h e  sin-iple, plam. and 
smgle language of N a t u r e  and  heal thy Reason.' H e  p r o c ~ e d s  t o  reply to  t h e  
questions p u t  to  him by  t h e  Princes:- 

Questiox: I s  a clo-er r ~ l i o n  with the  Deity according t o  t h e  cloctrines 
and meaning of t h e  Xysteries possible dur ing  their  life, before 
dea th  i n  t h e  c rd inary  sense? '30 

f i e p l y :  One should first make clear what  must  he understood under 
~ I I ~ O I I  lc~ith t h e  Ileit!/. Should th i s  mean t h e  advent of Grace 
or a closer belonging t o  God, there can b e  n o  doubt  tha t  this  is 
possible of achievenlent. inasmuch as  we become bet ter  instructed 
concerning t h e  essence of H i s  Being and  H i s  Wil l  and fulfil 
Inore strictly our  duties enjoined by  t h e  Alysteries: then vie can 
certainly approach I-Iim and  a t ta in  closer Union.  P e t  I fear 
t h a t  a L-nion of another  kind is meant  here. namely. a n  Ability 
of conversing with God,  seeing H i m  and  'un i t ing  with I l im i n  
this  manner .  A s  f a r  as I understand,  such thoughts  come from 
quite  a wrong ~ c h o o l .  ' 

I n  amplification of this somewhat disappointing b u t  perfectly sane and 
cautious statement. Starck fincls i t  necessary to  explain f u r t h e r  t h a t  a certain 

exaltation of our  present constitution ' is possible. 

Qrtestion : Could a n y  one possessing a knowledge of t h e  Mysteries, b u t  
]lot belonging to t h e  Christian Religion. a t ta in such a Union 
with t h e  Deity 1 

RPII~!/: I t  is qu i te  impossible t o  admit  t o  our  Mysteries. i n  so fa r  as 
they have been handed over t o  us, those who a re  not Christians. 

(t)u~.c.tio~t : Could v e  obtain Ini t ia t ion through Brother  Archidemides? "l 

Ii'e117!/: Yes. b u t  no t  now, when I an1 bound in e \ - e r y t , l ~ i ~ i g , ? ~ ~  

2 2 7  rTp[,cl .3  2 7 , ~  
S i g r i u f s f c ~ , n ,  i i i . ,  182-203. 
Here Starclr nro~ecl to hc not a bad prophet. The Strict Obserrance System 

collap.;ed a t  the Chnrent of Wilhelnisbncl (lasted fsqm 16th Jnly till 1st Sentember, 
1782). (An escellent account is to be found in .-l .Q.( ' . .  r. xss . .  146. 163.) The claim 
of the deccent of  the 3lasonic Lrxlpes from the m e d i ~ r a l  l 'eim~lars l ~ n t  forward hy  
the Strict Observance was n-aired aside nncl, instead. the rectified Rite of Kliights 
I{enifice~~t of the Holy City n-:is ap l~~~ol -ed .  

"'"' Implying that  there is another kind of dentli-. the mystical or figurative 
death.' .>. 

- . l '  i . e . .  Starcli. 
":'? i . e . .  xhen lie  ill be free from the agseement entered into with the Strict 

Obserrance. 



Q l r e s f ~ o t ~ :  Does Illitiatioll consist oilly of Synlbols ancl Ceremonial o r  
do i t s  external featules  t u n e  u p  one's capabilities a n d  powers t o  
a higher plane and  thus  make i t  real 2 

Rep/?/ : There a r e  certainly Symbols and  Ceremonials 111 t h e  Ini t ia t ion 
b u t  they a r e  necessary. as  without them Xyster ies  could not be  
imparted anywhere. This does not  mean  everything i n  the  real 
Ini t ia t ion.  I t s  outward side does not  t r a n s m l ~ t e  a J I a n  . . . 
b u t  makes hinl receptive of our  secret knowledge. 

The  development of such mysterious abilities and  powers mus t  proceed 
' i n  t h e  sinlple and plain way of Nature . '  One  mus t  avoid all  spirit-invoking 
signs a n d  words, such, for  instance, as  a1.e given i n  t h e  Cltruiculm Solomonis  and  
similar books. 

S ta rck ' s  u t t e r  disappointment i n  different supposed revealers of hidden 
IIasonic mysteries and  his modest claims i n  regard t o  his  personal knowledge 
are  shown i n  his le t ter  t o  Prince George of A I e c k l e ~ i b u r g . ' ~ ~  Starck writes: 
' Do not  expect f rom me,  Serene Highness, more t h a n  I a m  really able t o  
accomplish. I f  I have some knowledge, I also know t h a t ,  l ike all  human insight 
it  is permeated with imperfection. '  H e  deprecates such extravagant  claims as  
were p u t  forward by  von H u n d ,  Johnson,  Schrtipfer, Gugunios and  others. 

F r o m  these ancl other  utterances b y  S ta rck ,  i n  his books and cor- 
respondence, a fa i r  idea of his views and  p&uits dur ing  t h e  second period of 
his I\lasonic career can be deduced. Disappointed 23" i11 t h e  i\Iasonic 

h i g h e r '  degreesxL and  their  legends, i n  t h e  political a n d  sectarian 
sti.ivings of some so-called Masonic bodies.""ured of his beliefs i n  AIasonic 
spiritualists. gold-makers and  Templars, he  viewed AIasonry as  a n  institution 
which guards  a n d  t ransmits  from one generation t o  another  certain ancient 
ceremonies: their  origin and  t h e  chain of their  transiilission are ' lost  i n  t h e  days 
long b y g o n e  they  i r e  analogous to t h e  Ancient  Alysteries. yet  distinct from 
them. T h e  main  object of these ceremo~iies is t o  make  t h e  lives of Brethren 
more h a p p y  a n d  also t o  teach them how to die. Good fellowship. absence of 
political a n d  religious discussioils, tenets  of morality and  char i ty :  this  all  
natural ly  contrives t o  make  those who have gained entrance into Masonic Temples 
happier men ; t h e  doctrines of t h e  Great  F a t h e r  i11 Heaven a n d  of Iinmortality 
deprive dea th  of t h e  terror  i t  presents to  t h e  unini t ia ted world. There is n o  
fur ther  ' mystery ' i n  AIasonry, as  t h e  la t ter  is known i n  t h e  present days. 
Starck is convinced of t h e  wide-spread good which Freemasonry is doing i n  its 
actual s ta te .  H e  has lost all his ambitious plans of elevating i t s  higher degrees 
to a ' spir i tual  ' plane a n d  thus  of ' spiritualising ' t h e  whole of t h e  Craft  which 
would t h e n  become ' Spir i tual  Masonry.' His only desire has  become to a t t a in  
anlone a small circle of friends t h a t  au ie tude  and  solace which those who were 

c, 

tossed by  merciless waves of t h e  worldly sea and  had  wisdom t o  perceive its 
hidden rocks. so ardent ly desire. To this friendly circle Starck was prepared 
to convey, i n  terms of Spir i tual  Alchemy, t h e  process of regeneration of t h e  
human soul a n d  its approach t o  and closer union with Christ.  H e  believed 
t h a t  th i s  was possible: i n  fact ,  he thought  t h a t  h e  himself h a d  part ly  achieved 
t h e  ' grea t  work." 

2" Dated 8th December 1777. Siqnrtf s t e r n ,  iii., 180-181. 
2 3 3 ~ ~  Although not all unpr:lctical dreamer m~cl a man with a clearer head than 

many of his conte~nporaries (Keller's Gesc l r i c l~ tc .  150) he was deceivecl ancl sometimes 
he exen deceived himself-this 111 the end he discorered and became more prudent. 
(Ulum 54 63, 87.) 

"1 He tnsisted that  t l ~ c  tliree degrees nlol~e u-ere oithoclos. FITIII~ llnster- 
llasons conlcl later be selected candidates for advancement into the inner circle. He 
did not believe in attrncting a great number of members. (Bl~rnl. 66.) 

x 3  Sta~c l i ' s  frequent referenres t o  JLtlsonic factions and tlreir nlutnal anin1osit.x- 
hacl for their foundation the unfortunate and bitter clirision provokecl amoilg German 
JI:~sons. priucipally 11y von Zinnerltlorf (1731-1782). who xithont authority, established 
i n  Germauy in a perenlptorr and high-handecl manner the bepinl~ings of the Swedish 
Rite, and partly through t11; short-lived . African Builders.' The latter seem to have 
been primarily a literary and learned Society of Jlasons. Von Raven encleavourecl, 
without much success. to effect a reconciliution betveen Zinnenclorf's Rite ancl the 
System of the Strict Observance. 



According t o  th i s  changed outlook Starck continued his  Clerical System 
without advertising i t  ~t large,  and  limited t o  a small circle of chosen friends.23" 
H e  believed t h a t  such a circle, albeit small i n  numbers ,  if uni ted by mutua l  
t r u s t  and  concord, could be  of great  effect i n  t h e  world.?3i T h e  Clerics were 
still  spoke11 of openly i n  1792.'38 t h e  inovenlent flickered o u t  with Starck 's  dea th .  
b u t  to  t h e  end he exercised a considerable personal influence on his fai thful  
circle.23g A few snarks of S ta rck ' s  ideas have, however, smouldered under  the  
ashes of oblivion and  new excrescences til l  our days. 

Starck did no t  escape, however, from a violent l i terary assault. which 
raged around his name f rom 1785 t o  1789. H e  was attacked from several sides: 
b y  Liberal theologians a n d  b y  Radical  political circles, t h e  l a t t e r  especially; by  
adherents  of Templar Nasonic degrees, old members of t h e  Str ic t  Observance, 
etc."" Starck was chiefly accused of being a secret Catholic a n d  propagator of 
Roman Catholicism, possibly i n  connection with t h e  Jesuits.  

I n  1785 appeared a Masonic novel, already discussed i n  this  paper- 
Saint -Xzcnlse  or a Co l l ec t i on  of t.enznrliable le t ters .  Starck 's  h a n d  i n  writing or 
edi t ing of this  work will be  easily recognized. I n  it t h e  au thor  attacked with 
ardour LIasonic ' higher  grades, '  especially those tinged with Spiritualism, Xagic 
and  Gold-Alakirg h e  directed his arrolws most violently against t h e  Strict 
Observance System, with i t s  notions of Templar cont inui ty i n  Freemasonry. 
and  i ts  two former leaders, von H u n d  and  Schubart .  Saint-Nicaise produced, 
undoubtedly, a very pernicious effect on Masonic Tenlplar degrees previously 
connected with t h e  Str ic t  Observance S y s t e n ~ . ~ "  I11 defence of t h e  Str ic t  
Observance aims and  i t s  leaders, t h e  . l ~ i f i - S n i ~ ~ t - ~ ~ ~ t c n t s c  was in 1786.'" 
I n  the  first p a r t  of th i s  publicatioil von H u n d ' s  personal character a n d  pursuits 
a re  vindicated. I n  t h e  second p a r t  Starck himself is attacked a n d  some of his  
letters from t h e  Archives of t h e  Provincial Chapter  a r e  quoted. The  main  point 
of this attack emerges, however, as  hardly more t h a n  accusations of undue  
credulity.2i3 Schubart  is white  washed i n  t h e  th i rd  par t .  This  defence of 
t h e  Strict Observance is  on t h e  whole not  very convincing a n d  not  very success- 
f ~ l , " ~  b u t  other antagonists joined t h e  fray,  and  Starck was attacked from 

2 3 6  Signnts fern ,  iii.. 176. 305. This Circle, apparently, did not practice any 
particular Rituals. The absorption of Starck's mystical instructions, in the terms of 
Spiritual Alchemy, was the main object of its work. 

3 3 7  ib.. iii., 179.180. A similar attitude is to he found in the ,Sainf-Sicoisc: 
' Hare  I then ceased to be useful t o  the human race? Certainly the sphere of my 
activity is not so extended and ~vide as it  was once. this sphere has now contracted 
and narron-ed itself. Yet ,I continue to  operate and. T t rust ,  m-ith stronger, because 
more concentrated, pol-er. (Sa in f -S i cn i s e ,  10-11.) I n  1787 in the course of his 
action against the Berliner Xoi ln tssc l i r i f f ,  Starck salcl t h a t  he hacl lost actire interest 
in  Freen~asonry since 1776. This statement. which illustrated the change of his views 
just expounded, x-ns often misunclerstood as a complete retirement from Freemasonry; 
that  this was not the case is proved by Starck's publishing in 1788 a new and revised 
edition of the Apology. This retirement from former ambitious ancl turbulent Ilasonic 
activities was quite voluntary. basecl on the judgment of a maturer intellect ancl 
experience: should he hare so desired he could have continued to work ancl to spread 
his System. (Keller's Gesch.ichte. 160.) 

'38 Gould, iii., 114. 
I fc~ndl~z tch ,  iii., 301. I n  the 7<rypfo-hntholicism1ts he affinned that  in reality 

there Jvere only ten Clerics. H e  probably meant ' directing ' Clerics, of higher 
initiat~ons. for the Clerical System had a t  one time rmny adherents. (Abg.  
Fortsetzl~tig.  221.) The circle forined, of course. an association esterior to Free- 
masonry. Starclr did not put himself in  the foreground, h o ~ e r e r .  Princes of 
?tlecklenburg ancl Hessia lrere its members. (Blum. 65.) 

2 . L o  Starck boldly op osed many other influential Masonic s~,stems of higher 
degrees. (Blum. 63.) ~ i e  attack on Starck started by liberal' Protestants and 
Radicals, had already begun in February. 1781, but a t  first he bore it  with inclifference 
and pat~ence. 

2 11  A11geni;fliigfe Fo~*fsetcztng.  263. 
2" I t s  author was Colonel Christian ron Kessler, called roll Sprengeisen, born 

in 1730, died in 1809; he was known in the Strict Obserrance as Christian Eques 
Spinn: he was one of von Huncl's most trusted friends. The book was cledicnted to 
' t h e  Grand Master ,of all Cnitecl Masonic Lodges inside and outside of Germany, 
Ferdinnnd the Hero. 

243 Ant i -Sain t  Nicaise, 90. 
dl7gemeines Handbuch,  iii., 313. 



several sides, par t icular ly by  t h e  editors and contributors of t h e  Radical paper.. 
ljerlitzer Uotzcrtsschrif t .  Starck was coinpelled t o  defend himself. and  wrote i n  
l787 a voluininous work, l i eher  l i rypto- l ia t lrobic ismus,  I 'ro.seli te~zn~ncherei .  
. J P S I I ~ ~ ~ S I I I  I ~ B ,  ei111 t; ( j e ~ ~ l l ~ r h a f  t e n ,  r tc .  I n  t,his book he  repudiated.  i n  places 
with undue  heat  b u t  generally with great  skill, his supposed allegiance to  
Ronlan Catholicism. Xagic .  Spirit-Invocations. char la tanry ,  etc. Quite  un-  
equivocally Starck denied his supposecl connectiou with Roman Catholicism. H e  
called t h e  whole accusation cnly ' a chimera ' a n d  frankly confessed his belief 
i n  the  T r u t h  of t h e  Evangelical Church.?-" O n  his side, h e  accused t h e  editors 
of t h e  B e i l i ~ l e r  .lfoi/rrtsschrift of subtle d e ~ i g n s  t o  reduce Chrisitianity t o  D e i ~ m . ? " "  
H e  also continued his attacks, i n  strong a n d  convincing language, on t h e  Strict 
Observance and  i ts  Unknown  superior^."^ The  second volume of t h e  l i r y p t o -  
Katholicivsnrrs had  a good rece lhon  and proved to be  very effective against 
Starck 's  opponents.'.18 

Nevertheless. fu r ther  at tacks in  t h e  Press followed and  i n  such a violent 
nlanner t h a t  i n  1787 Starck decided to appeal for  protection t o  t h e  Prussian 
Court  and  lodged a coinplaint against the  editors of t h e  I l e t , l i t ~e r  X o w t ~ a c ~ h r i f t .  
Starck r ight ly considered himself to  have been outraged i n  his capacity 
of a Protestant  Cle rgyn~an .  H e  applied t o  t h e  Prussian X n i s t e r  f o r  
Foreign Affairs. Herzberg. who, unfortunately for  Starck,  happened to be a 
friend and protector of t h e  Berl i t ler  Xonntsschrift,?'" Starck declared t h a t  he 
was a victim of t h e  extreme wing of t h e  Liberal Pro tes tan t  clergy and of 
 radical^.'^^ Berlin Judges  found ,  however, t h a t  t h e  editors of t h e  Ber l ine r  
J fonn t s sch ' r i f t ,  Biester "' and  a e d i ~ k e . ~ "  did not  overstep t h e  usual liberties 
of t h e  Press a n d  were not called up011 t o  prove Starck 's  culpability. They  
reproduced i n  their  papers  those suspicions and  rumours which mere afloat and 
which they  honestly believed to be right.''3 A fur ther  effective argument  
used by  Starck i n  t h e  polemics with his opponents was t h a t  following their  
method of ' deduction ' and  ' deciphering.' he could easily prove then1 also 
t o  be secret Catholic propagators.'j4 It is characteristic of t h e  influential support  
given t o  S ta rck ' s  enemies t h a t  his appeal against t h e  judgment  was not even 
heard : ~ x j  h e  decided to defend himself by nleans of publicity.'jG A s  nothing 
of evident,ial value h a d  transpired against St'arck dur ing  t h e  process. i ts  result 
could no t  satisfy his opponents either. A lot of i n k  was t h u s  spent i n  heated 
polemics, sonletiines i n  a very undignified and  hardly edifying manner .  Starck's 
cas- v a s  t aken  u p  and  strongly defended b y  m a n y  well-known authorities of 
the  conservative wing of t h e  Protestant  Clergy.": The  campaign flickered 
out i n  l789  'j7a leaving Starck's reputat ion generally unspoilt  a n d  standing high 
among those who really mattered to  him-the Darmstad t  Court  a n d  

xl" See T-orlrort : I I I I L  e r s f e n  Bun t1  rles h / .u l~fo-hcr t l to l ic~i . s t t i  u s .  
2- 'G Ii~~~_1~io-I<cif11olici~stt1 IIS, i., 69-71. 
'1; H e  cmphasizcd their prerailing desire to accjuire as many nen- adherents 

ancl as much money as possible, for the ainbitious purpose of donlinating the whole 
German Freemasonry. The Clerics on their side ' did not accept any unknown high 
Superiors.' a statement which was doubted-probablr Starck with time and more 
experience had changed his viers in this respect, as "in many others. 

2 4 8  Rlum. 139. 141. ','"b.: 118. ';O ib.. 118. 120. 
'51 Joh. Erich Biester. born in 1749, diecl in 1516. 
' 5 '  Friedrich Gedicke, born in 1754. died in  1803. 
'53 Blum. 119. 254 i b . .  121. 2,7,i ib . .  119. 2 5 6  ib.. 119. 
' " 7  Strlrck iilstified himself n-ith success in the eyes of the orthodox Protestant 

Clergy. ( B u n ,  l )  As in Freemasonry, so in his religisus rie-n-S. Starck changed 
with years (bluin. 115-115) : his religious ol~inions of the earlier period were s o m e ~ h a t  
tainted r i t h  liberal~wn: eventual17 he became a Minister of the rigid Lutheran 
orthoclox~ (Blum. 1 2 9 ,  but he always retainescl a lofty tolerance towarcls Christians of 
other rites and dognms. provicled they nere believing Cliristians, including Roman 
Catholics.-a bold thing for his days and surroundings in Germany. 

2S;a Another unsuccessful attack on Starcli from Courland was contained in the 
pamphlet B1~1; l i i i~  ng tr 11 d(cs I'rrblic 11 t t ~ ,  e t c .  I t  is the same old story of accusation of 
secret Catholicism and Jesuitism. The book ~nentionecl a certain person n-ho could 
prore all this but n.ould not do so for some private reasons! 

Blum. 112. 



T h e  best  t h a t  coulcl b e  sa id  c o n c e ~ x i n g  h i s  opponen t s '  al legatiolls  was  t h a t  t h e y  
were  inconclus i re  i n  t l le  h ighes t  degree.'"' 

An i m p o r t a n t  l ~ o i n t  of t h i s  a t t a c k  o n  S t a r c k  was  t h a t  h i s  most  b i t t z r  
op1:onents be longed t o  t h s  ~; i l t - i -Chr is t ian  a n d  r evo lu t iona ry  Society of t h e  
I l l u n ~ i n a t i . ^ " ' O n e  of t h e m  was  Bode .  who s t rong ly  accused S t a r c k ' s  S y ~ t e m  of 
: ,ubserviency t o  Rornan  Ca tho l i c  d i rec tors .  a n d  t o  w h o ~ i ~  v011 d e r  Recke  drtficrrtctf 
h e r  pamph le t  aga ins t  S tarc l r .?" l  A n o t h e r  opponen t  of S t a r c k ' s  views was  B a r o n  
vox Knigge.?" also a p rominen t  m e m b e r  of t h e  l l l ~ m i n a t i . ' ~ "  T o  t h e  s ame  
c a ~ u p .  al l tagonistic t o  S t a r c k ,  be longed N i c o l a i . " b v h o  open ly  confessed allegiance 
t o  t h e  I l l~un~inat i . ""  t h o u g h  e s l ~ l a i n i a g  t h e  s t ep  a s  t a k e n  f r o m  m e r 3  c111,iosity 
a n d  genera l  a t t r a c t i o n  towarcls :ecret societies. S tarc l r  observed sarcastically 
t h a t  h is  opponen t s  i n  Be r l in  a t t a c k e d  m a n y  e x i s t e ~ i t  societie.:. if n o t  al l  of t h e m ,  

X "  . l / lr /r!nc~ir~~,s I l~ i~ i t / l~ r t c l i ,  i i i . .  313. Already in t h e  . - lh~/c~i i i th i r r t~  I . 'o : fads~c-!~  
the  author denied t h a t  he  hncl acc?lsed Stsr~clr directly of being a Ilonl::11 Catholic 
( 1 ) .  23), i t  was only . a presumption,  based on some ambiguities in Eiarck's  correspon- 
dence (p.  23. 26). See also Iiel ler 's  (:rschicl~te. 

The Society of t h e  Illumiliati (not t o  be confused ~ i t h  t he  Illun1in6s. vhich  
originated in France and  9ea l t  c h i e R ~  in theosophy and  mysticism) was founded in 
l776 a t  Ingolstadt.  B a r a r l a ,  by Professor JYeishaupt (Sp:lrtacns) and  was officially 
closed in 1784, tllolinh i i  !)robably was continned af ter  t he  closnre in secret by isol:ttetl 
~nemhers  ;!nd branches, which were extended from I t a ly  t,o Dennlarlr and flmm W a r s a r  
to  Pa1. i~ .  Politically i ts  tendencies v e r e  renublican. i . e . ,  i n  thoke days directed 
against  the  existing order of G o r e ~ x m e n t :  i ~ <  religion i t  follon.ecl t he  u1.ecursoi.s of 
t h e  French Revolution, Free-thinkers,  ha\-ing a dist inct  arersion t o  Christ ian ri tuals 
and  dogmas. On admission, i t s  m e ~ n b e ~ s  were pledged t o  blind obedience t o  t h e  
instructions of the Su l~e r io r s  of t he  I l l n m i n a t ~ .  This absolute snbservievce of t h e  
members was secured by a n  ingeniolls system of secret confessions and monthly reports 
checked by mut11al espiouage. recon~inended t o  be used especially a t  those times when 
the  intended ~icti111s uoulcl be tl~c, least s~lspicions of i t .  The S o c i e t ~  n-as modclled 
on the pat tern  of t he  Order of t he  Jesni ts  and believed in t he  idea t h a t  ' t h e  end 
justifies the  means.' The  clangers of th is  System, ruled by a des:mtic Chief, a re  
evident. and can be gathered even from a high1)- biassed account of t he  Society i n  
t he  .-llirremcines IItrriclb~tch. The real  r i e w  of the  Society on politicb and religion 
were communicated only in  higher grades. after t he  fidelity of t he  reci:)ients of 
dangerous secrets had been assured.  This utterly un-l\lasonic Society was nnfor tn l~ate ly  
confused in the  nlinds of t h e  Tial-aria11 authorit ies.  who proclnin~cd i t s  closi~rg in 
1781, with na.i-ariaiL Jlasmiic Lodpes. This erroneous belief still persists. and 
is sometimes violently emphasized in t h e  Press nhich  interests itself in s ~ ~ c h  matters.  
Resides the  incomi)atibility of t h e  na tu re  of t he  tn.o insti t i l t ians,  t h a t  of the  I l lnmii~at i  
being violently ~ o l i t i c a l ,  a n d  t h a t  of Freemasons clecisirely non-political, the  folion.ing 
facts may also be recalled to  mind. I n  1776, when f o u i i d i ~ ~ g  his  Society. \ l -e is l ia~~pt  
n-as not w e n  a 3lason (:lllgenicin~.~ IZrrnn'b~tclt, ii.. 14). La t e r  h e  joined a Lodge. 
~r-hich was neither regular nor  aclinov.ledgecl by propcr 3lasonic a~i thor i t ies .  He 
himself thought Freemasonry not satisfuctorj- for cai,ryiilg ou t  his puq~oscs ,  and his 
main enemies were t h e  Clergy and t h e  Lodgej. He certainly t r ied ,  ~r- i th  the help of 
some 3lasons enticed in to  his r i te ,  t o  penet ra te  into 3Iasonic Lodges mid t o  inflncncc 
a t  least some of them.  h u t  in t h i s  he  failed co~ispicnonsly. H i s  a ims and intentions 
were just the oppo3ite t o  those of t h e  orern.lielming majol,ity of Masonic Lodges. 

"" U l u n ~ ,  70. Joh.  .Toarli Ghristol, Rode was born in 1733 and  died in 1793. 
F i r s t  he n-orlted for t he  St r ic t  Obserrniice System (being knon-11 Il icrei~l as Lilio), 
together with Schnbart .  Then he turnetl agi<inst i t  a11d became a n  active inembei. of 
t he  Il luminati  luider t h e  llanle of Amelius. He n-:IS : l~)pointed Provincial  Superior 
of the  Illuminati and a member of the i r  1)irectory-. H e  t r ied  t o  i n t roc l~~ce  the  infiuence 
of the  I l l~ lminat i  into Freemasonry :rnd other Orders (d l igc i~~einex I l r r~~clh~rc l t ,  i . ,  116). 
Of n radical t u r n  of n i i ~ ~ d ,  he was n fervent opponent of conserrative opinions a n d  
tradition., a l ~ d  ; I I I  enemy of a11 1nystici.im.-Starcl! n-as defended agains t  roil der Reclre 
b r  ron Grolmalr. C'onsistorial U i lw to r  of Hesila,  in t he  In t ter ' s  book. Eficrrs 2111, 

~ , ' : ' ,~I t r~rf~~rr r~i r / .  , . o ~ l t n i l ~ i ~ ~ g  a \r-ritten s t a t e n ~ e ~ ~ t  l ~ y  \-on clcr Osten-Sackell t? the  effect 
t h a t  PO 1ione.t pe lwn  in Courland coi~ld say he had been deceived by Starcli (6tir~n.s 
21/7., 19-20). 

"" Ailolf F r a n z  Friedrich T,lldn.ig, Freiherr von Knipge.  born in 17.52, cliecl in 
1796, known in  t h e  S t r i c t  Ob-.er\-nlire as Erriles a Cygno a n d  among the  I l l ~ ~ ~ n i n a t i  as  
Philo. \\.as a n  enthnsiastic prooagator of t he  la t te r ' s  ideas allcl part ly a corn pile^ oT 
thei r  r i tua ls :  lie disagreed with \T'eishaui)t, \vho was iealous of Tiiiigge's g~miviilg 
popularitv, and l e f t  h im in 1784, n i ~ d e r  p<o~nise of lieepiiig inr io la te  t he  real seci.ets 
of the  Tlluminat~.  

2 6 3  R~IIIII, 81. 83. 
2"WChristonh Friedrich Nicolni, bonl  in 1733. died in 1811. H e  considered all 

outward show of Religion t o  be only hypocrisy (;lllgcn~eincs Tlnndbuc.lr., i i . ,  426): a 
friend of t he  radical movement . of enlightenment.  a n  enemy of mysticism and piety.  
a believer in the  power of t he  intellect alone. known among t h e  I l luminat i  as Lucian. 

26 '  Friec11,ic.h Nicolai's offc~rflic~li e Erlilciric~rq, etc. 



but  never t h e  Illuminati. '" There is ground to believe t h a t  t h e  cause of the  
I l lumi~ia t i ' s  a t tack on Starck was a fear cf t h e  union of all Christians. advocated 
by Starck as a bulwark against sc2pticisnl and lulbelief."" Starck himself was 
strongly combating t h e  at tempted introduction of t h e  I l lumina t i ' s  influence into 
Masonry '" and  accused his enemies of sinister plots."'"~ regards Starck 's  
knowledge his enemies themselves llad t,o recognize t h e  1)octor's scholarship,"' 
which was remarkable for his  t ime.  

The advent  of t h e  French Revolution tu rned  everybody's mind into 
another  direction ancl, a t  t h e  same t,ime, enhanced Starck 's  authori ty  and 
position. H e  was hailed as  a m a n  who had unmasked t h e  anti-Christians and 
rationalists. orecursors of t h e  R e v o l ~ ~ t i o ~ l . ' ~ ~  and  who had  wreached t h e  union 

I 

of all good forces a n d  of all Christ,ians against this  peruicious evil. Starck's 
fu r ther  writings strengtlzened this r e p ~ t a i i o n . ' ~ ' "  It is  interestiug to  note  tha t  
it  was Starck who furnished materials for the  famous anti-i\lasonic ' work of 
t h e  Abb6 Bareul ,  il/enroirrs porrr servir r i  I ' l l i s f o i r e  (711 Jclcobinisnae. Later  he 
reproached Baruel  with having made a good cause look r i d i c u l o ~ ~ s . " ~  Starck 
emphasized i n  his book, Tri~oir l~Jr  ( J c ~  l 'hiloaoph ie (1803).  t h a t  t h e  cause of t h e  
French catastrophe was not nll t h e  secret societies, t aken  as  such, a t  random. 
b u t  t h e  I l luminat i  and  their  preparatory course of general demoralisation: i t  
was not hlasonry b u t  i ts  outward imitation by  such elements which was 
d a n g e r o ~ s . ' ~ ~  According to Starck,  t h e  I l luminat i ,  i n  spite of being dissolved. 
still continued i n  secrecy their  dangerous activities. They h a d  strong allies 
among t h e  Radical circles i n  Bei.lin.''" They also had  ramifications i n  other 
countries. They persisted in  a subversive propaganda,  leading t o  general 
discontent a n d  disorder. irreligion and anarchy.  Some monarchs were unfor- 
tuna te ly  too lenient towards these perilous e l e n ~ e n t s . ~ ~ ~ '  

T h e  violence of t h e  polemics subsided as h a d  previously subsided S ta rck ' s  
other  activities. I n  the l~&ce and  quiet of his s t i d y ,  supl;orted by  t h e  high 
esteem of t h e  Darmstad t  Court .  Church and  fai thful  friends. ""a with a widelv- 
k n o ~ v n  high reputat ion as scholar and preacher, Starck passed t h e  last years of 
his  life. Ye t ,  t o  t h e  end ,  h e  was a mystery to  many  of his contealporaries. 
a n d  he  remained somewhat of a mystery t o  t h e  succeeding generations. He 

Iirypto-IC(!fholicis~n~ts. 156. 173. 
2 f i j  l3Ium. 85. They thought that a formidable organisation directed by tlie 

Jesuits stood behind S t u c k .  (Ijlum. 108.) 
"VSl11m. 8.3. When in 1782 a Lodge a t  Giessen was about to be founded .by 

some adherents of the I l lon~inat i ,  St;~rclr rehemently prote~ted against this foundation 
and urged them to leave the false teachings of the Illuminati and to f o l l o ~  illstead 
the true 3fasonic principles. (.4ll!~erncine.s I l~lndbuch,  iii.. 307.) 

2 6 9  Illum. 123. 
' 70  J3lum. 91. I t  is interesting to note that  Nicolai's attitude towards Starck 

was different from that  adopted by him towards Cagliostro. Whereas Nicolai was 
pnly too pleased to emose Cagliostro's deceit and charlatanry a t  Mittau (Snch~iclrt .  
1s.. sii.) n.ith the assistance of that  hysterical and changeable individual-3lme. roll 
cler Reeke.-he was reluctant t o  let the same authoress issue her booklet directed 
against Starck. H e  would not condemn Starck as a deceiver or a. charlatan, he 
considered Starck to be rather of tha t  sort of temperament which likes to  be sh~ouded 
111 mystery: this led to  niisnnderstandil,ga and provoked contradictory opiil~ons. 
Nicolni even advised v011 cler Reclto not io  write the pnmahlet in question, hinting 
that  as a woman she could not li~lo\r certait~ mysteries. (Eitc.rls i i b r ~ .  s i i i . .  xis.) In  
the end he consented to be the editor but disclaimed any part in the  arguments used 
by 311ne. von der Kecke. (Et~ccrs iiber, xis.) 

"1 13lum. 162. 
?"a I n  his . Theodul's Banqi~et. '  a book which was :I great success and passed 

through several editions. Starck reiterated his ideas of a re-union of all Christians. 
He added, quite frankly, tha t  in his o!,inion Roman Catholics were certainly preferable 
t o  rationalistic unbelievers. This statement probahly made Catholic writers consider 
that  Starclr was one of the Roman Ciatholic adherents. (13111m. 177.) 

'7' 131um, 161. 
' - 3  I n  the second c1a.c~ of their ceremonies the Illuminati ado2tecl 3 lason i~  

denominations of degrees. Needless to say, these degrees as worked by tlie Jlluminat~ 
were quitc unlike their 3lasonic originals. 

"1 Protests against Wollner's religioi~s edict, insisti?lg on a strict observance of 
Church customs and dogmas, came from this quarter. (Blum, 169.) 

275  lililiii 171 - . - . - - . - , - . - . 
3len of intellect, insight and high integrity stood by Starck. (Iceller's 

Ccschichte! 130.) 



was a man of a double. though not  doubtful,  reputat ion,  admired ancl liolioured 
by some, reviled and  attacked by  others. during and  af ter  his  life. Contradictory 
 opinions often were and  still are expressed co~lcernillg S ta rck ' s  personality."" 
l'erhaps t h e  key t o  this  mysterious divergency of opinion is not  so difficult to  
find as it  may seem. I n  his youth ,  clever and  learned,  b u t  anlbitious and eager 
for new discoveries i n  t h e  romantic  domain of mysticsnl a n d  occult lore, Starck 
shared many  of t h e  superstitious and  s trange beliefs prevalent i n  his time. A n  
ardent  Xason,  h e  t r ied t o  i n t r o d ~ ~ c e  some of his ' discoveries ' iuto Masoliic 
Lodges through higher grades of his peculiar System. and  dreamed of 
' spiritualising ' t h e  whole Order .  T h e  follies and aberrations of yonth passed. 
a n d  there remained a m a n ,  m a t u r e  i n  years and  judgment ,  who had thrown 
aside the  fantasies and  fancies of unrioe e x n e r i e i ~ c e . ~ ' ;  Thev were. however. 
conlniitted to  t h e  memory of other  men and provided enough material for those 
wlio thought differently from Starck ill Xasonic, Political a n d  Religious matters.  
ITencc. a double view of Starck 's  life-a life which could be well suniniarized 
in Goethe s words : - 

Yet  e ' en  amidst delusions' darkest night  
A Good mall still is conscious of t h e  r ight .  

IS. 

S. 

XI. 

SII. 

.icicliylus and his tragedy Promethens V~nctus.  1763. 

Coininent~~tiones et  Oher\-ationes pl~~lologico-criticae. Regiomonto. 1769. 

Apolog~e des Ordens cler Frejmau~erei .  1769. 

A i ~ t r ~ t t s p r e d ~ g t  m m  Ilofpredigernint. 1770. 

History of Greece, ti~,lnslated from the French. and annotated by Star&. 
1-01. 1. 1770. 

Apologie des Ordens der Freymaurerei. V011 dein 13rnder * * * * 
Jlitgliede der * * * Schottischen Loge zn P.  * . Philadelphia 
im Jahrc 3631 d.i. 3882. Koenigsberg. Kanter.  1770. 
A second edition in 1772: reprinted in 1778 and 1803. Rewritten 
and published a t  Berlin in 1778. n i t h  n second edition in 1783. 
A third in 178.5 and a fourth in 1809. 

Dissertatio inauguralis de nsu Antiqnarunl 17ersionan~ Scripturae Sacrne 
interpretationis subsidio. 1773. 

A philosophical dissertation on n r i a n t  readings in the Old Testament. 
1771. 

Do 'rralatitiis ex Gcntilisnio in Religionenl Christialiunl. 1771. 

Hephaestion. 1773. A second edition in 1776. 

De Christo ad gloriain Ilei e mortuis resuscitnto. 1773. 

Predigten rom Verfasser des Hephaestion. 1776. 

2 7 6  The father of Rnssian moclern history. Karalnsiii. expressed feelings of 
respect towards Starck:  the present-day Russian historian. Puil?in, biassed by his 
averslon to all conservative thought, imagined Starclr to  be a most impudent 
i n t r i p e r . '  (Puipin. 1 8 t h  c e n t l t r ? l .  iii.) The Russian Empress Catherine 11.. whose 
sceptical mind was opposed to mystical tendencies, and who a t  one time was an 
admirer of French Free-thinliers, was highly pleased with the pamphlet directed 
against Starcli bp > h e .  ron der,lte-lie. (,Se? the Empress's ' Lt t t re  de M. Starkovslip 
h son aini et pare11t Jf. Starcli a 1)armstadt. A 3loscow, 6 AoClt. 1789.) As against 
this attit:ide, during the . reactionary ' reign of Nicholas I . .  one of her successors. the 
esp~:ession of a disadvantageous opinion about Starclr w a s  considered inappropriate. 
( P n ~ p i n .  1 8 t h  c.cntlc?.!j. 544.) It is also curious to note tha t  Catherine II. 's  cor- 
respondent in Germany. Zinnnermann. joined hands with Stnrelr in the latter's attack 
on the Radicals. (Puinin, 1 8 t h  c c n f ~ t r y .  296.) 

""lum, 135, 156. 
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xssrI. 

Dar id is  aliorumque Foetarunl Tiebraeorum C : I ~ I I I ~ I I I I ~ I  likri v. 1776. 

Die Geschichte der Chr i s t l i che~~  Kirche des ersten Jah:hurderts:  3 ELiade. 
1779-1780. 

E'reirniithige I3etrachtungen iiber das Christenthum. 1780. 
A second edit ion,  enlarged and  improved, in 1782. 

Ceber den Zn.eclr des Freimaurerordens.  1781. 

Pebe r  die Xlten and  Neuen Mgsterien. 1782. 

J7ersuch einer Geschichte des Arianismus. 1783-1783. 

Saint-Nicaise, oder Eine  Sannnlnng merliwurdiger maurerischer 13riefe. 
f u r  Fre imaurer  und die es nicht sind.  d u s  den1 Franzijsischen 
iibersetzt. 1783. (Starclr nex-er ackno~vledged t h a t  he was t h e  
author  of th is  book but  from in ternal  evidence i t  is clear t h a t  he 
had a hand in A-rit ing or edi t ing  i t . )  
A second edition , '  mit  berichtigenden A~mlerkungen von ciner 
tleutschcn Hand."  1786. 

I jer  Weisheit 3lorgenrothe oder Reinhard  3lorgenstcrns Epilog a n  meine 
lieben I<rnder F r e ~ ~ n a u r e r  and zugleicll ans  Publilrum. Athen 
[ i . ~ .  Leipzig]. 178G. Kolfst ieg 368.56. Kloss s ta tes  t h a t  the  
author  v a s  Starclr. 

r e b e r  Jirypto-Tiatholicismus, Proselytemnacl~ele?.. Jesuit ismus,  geheilne 
Gesellschnften und besonders die ihm selbst ron  den Ver fa se rn  
der  Eerliner Monatsschrift gemachte Deschuldigungen mi t  Acten- 
Stliclrcn belegt. 1787. 

Nachtrag  iiber den angeblicl~en Iirypto-liat11olicis::lus. Proselyten- 
Jlacherey,  Jesuit ismus und gol~eiine Gesellschaften. besonclers seinen 
I'rozess rnit cIc.11 Heransgebern der Berliner 3lonatsschrift ange- 
lleitd : ]nit Acten-St,iiclien belegt. Gniessen. 1788. 

13eleuchtnl1g del. letzten Anstrengung des I-Lerrn Kessler v. Sprengieysen 
[etc.] Dessau & Le ipz~g .  1738. 

Auch 1Ctn.a~ wider das  Etwas tler F r a u  v. der  Reclre iiber des O.H.P.  
Starcks  \Tertheidigu~lgsschrift. 1788. 

Christ ian Nllrolai Buchfiihrers zu 13ebenhausen. Wichtige Entclecknngen 
a l ~ f  einer gelehrten Reiss durch 1)entschland [etc.]. Rebenhansen. 
1788. 

Apologismos a n  das  cleutsche Pub l i cum Leipzic. 1789. 

Documentirter  Allti-We111.t nehst einer 1iurze11 ,\bfertigun& cler drei 
Ikr l iner  [ N i c o l , ~ ~ .  Geclilie. & J<lester] nnd cles TTerrn l ia r1  v. 
Saclien. 1789. 

Geschicl~te der  l 'aufe nntl Tanfgesinnten. 1789. 

Die  Geschichte der Androgynen. 1796. 

Die Hyperbolidell. oder T r i ~ n u p h  der Philosophie in achtzehnten 
Jahrhuni ler t .  1797. 

[These two were shorter \vo~.lis appear ing in contemporary journals, 
dealing with t h e  origins of t h e  French Revolution. They were re- 
x r i t t e n  and expanded t o  form No. S S S I . ]  

Der T r i ~ ~ m p h  der  Philosophie in1 achtzehnten .Tahrhnnclert. oder Geschickte 
de r  Verscllwornng des liationnlisnius gegen Religion and Kirche. 
18803. 

Tl~codnl ' s  Gastnlahl. oder iiber (lie 1-rreinignng der  verschiecle~~en christ- 
lichen Re l ig io~~s -Soc i e t i i t e~~ .  I~rml l r fnr t .  1809. Six th  edition in 
1821. Translatecl into E ~ ~ g l i s h  in  1810, a s :  Philosophical 



Dialogues on t h e  Reunion of t h e  differeut Christiall Conm~uniolls. 
Translated into French in 1821. 

A worlr enti t led Der  Ste in  des Anstosses und Fels der Aegerniss [etc.]. publisl~ed 
a t  Berlin i n  1780, was a t  t he  t ime a t t r ibuted  t o  Starclr, bu t  he formally 
denied i t s  authorship (Blum, 135), .and Iiloss ( U i b l i o g m p h i e .  2312) says 
t h a t  i t  is now recognized t h a t  h e  cannot  have been the  author.  011 

account of t h e  local allusions to  t h e  Rhine  country in  t he  t e s t ,  ancl 
t h a t  t h e  author  was in all probability a certain IJro. Di t fur th  of Wezlar. 

1. Allgenleines Handbuch der  Freimaurerei  : - 
Erster  n a n d ,  Leipzig, 1863. 
7 . '  , ~ e l t e r  Band .  Leipzig. 186.5. 

Dr i t t e r  Band .  Leipzig. 1867. 

2. Geschichte der  Freimaurerei  in Deutschland. T o n  TYilhelm Iieller. 
Zweite unveriinderte Ansgabe. Gicssen. 1850. 

3. Dr. Wm. Begemnnn. Die Tempelherrn und die F re i rnau r~ l - e i .  Berlin. 1906. 

4. Saint-Nicaise oder eine Sammlu~ lg  mer l r~ i i rd ige r  maurerischer Briefe f u r  
Freymaurer  uncl die es nicht sind. Bus  dem Franz6s~schen ubersetzt. 
178.3. 

5. Der Signats tern  oder die enthiillten s51nnltlichen Grade der mystischen 
Fre imaurere i  nebst clem Orden der  R i t t e r  des Lichts f'iir J lanrer  ~ m d  
die es nicht sind ans  den1 Nachlass cles verstorbenen hochn-. n rude r s  
W . . . a n  tlas Licht  das  Tages befordert von seine111 Freuircl u ~ i d  
Bruder  B . . . Berlin.  1803. 

6. Ueber Krypto-Iiatholicismus, Proselitenmacherei, Jesnit ismus,  geheiine 
Gesellschaften und  besonders die ihm selbst von den Verfassern dcr 
Berliner J lonatschr i f t  gemachte Beschuldig~uigen. :nit Acten-Stiicken 
belegt. F r a n k f u r t  uncl Leipzig. 1787. 

7. Sbgenothigte For tse tzung des Anti-Saint-Nicaise als ein- l3eleuchtung cles 
ron  den1 H e r r n  Oberhofprediger Consistorialrath u n d  Definitor D. 
S t a r k  herausgegebenen Krypto-I<atholicismus in  sofern e r  die St r ic te  
Obserranz.  ihre  oerel~rni~gs~riircljastc Obere u n d  mich auzugreifen fiir 
g u t  gefunden h a t .  von E. F. Kessler von Sprengeisen.  Leipzig: 1788. 

8. Johann  August Starck's .  17erfassers von : Theoduls Gastmnhl.  etc. Triumph 
der Philosophie in1 achtzehnten Jah rhunde r t  oder Geschichte der  
17erschn.orung cles Hat ional isn~us  gegen Religion u n d  Tcirche, lWrsten 
und S t a a t e n ,  zum Verstandnisse des rerolutionaren Znstandes v011 
Europa in1 neunzehnten Jahrhnnder te .  Neugearbeitet  r o n  Simon 
Huchfelner freiresgniztern Priesterhaus-Director i n  AltenGtting und 
Pfarrv icar .  Landshut,  1834. 

D. Bemerl i~mgen iiber Saint-Nicaiso and  Anti-Saint-Nicaise nebst einem 
Anhang einiger Freyrnaurer-Reden, die herauf Bezug haben. Von dem 
Verfasser des Ganzen uber die J faurerey  de r  zugleich die Apologie 
dieses Buches anlriindigt. Leipzig. 1788. 

10. Apologie cles Ordens der  Frey-Maurer von den1 Brnder  * * * * Mitgliede 
de r  * * Schottischen Loge zu P * Philadelphia.  I m  J a h r  5651. 
d.i. 3882. 



11. Ueber die nlten und neucn JIysterien. Berlin, 1iE2. 

12, ceber den Z~\\ecli des Freym:li~rerorde~~s. Zweite rel-iciirte Snsgabe. 
Berlin, 1781. 

13. Etwns iiber des Herrn Ol~crhofprecligers Johann -.Iugust Starck T7ertheic1i- 
gnngsrhrift ~ ~ c h s t  eil~igen al~clcren nothige~l Erlauterungen. Von 
Charlotte Elisabeth Cot~stantia l-oli der Reeke. geb. Grsfin roll Medem. 
Tlerlin und Stet t in ,  bei Friedrich Nicolai. 1788. >l i t  Zueignung am 
Herrn Hofrath 13ode in Yeiinar. 

11. Nachricht roll des beriichtigten Cagliostro Aufenthalt in Nit tau.  im 
Jahre  1779. und von dessen dortigen magischen Operationen. \-on 
Charlotte Elisabeth ,Co1istantin 5.on dcr Reclre, geb. Grafin von 3Iedem. 
Berlin und Stet t in ,  bei Friedrich Nicolai. 1787. 

15. Saint-Nicaise oder cine Snmmlung merkwiirdiger maurerischer Uriefe fur  
F r e p ~ n n r e r  nltd die cs nicht sind. Aus den1 Franzijsischen iibersetzt. 
Zweite Auflagc. N i t  herichtigenden dnmerliungen von einer cleutschen 
Hand.  1786. 

16. Etwas zur Erlauterung der Starkiichen Snche in Dezug nuf den Aufenthalt 
ill Iiurlancl, aus lrurl:indische~~ Originnlbriefen clolinmentirt. Giessen. 
1789. 

17. Anti-Saint-Nicaise Ein l'nrnier in1 ST'III. Jnhrhundert gehalten ron 
zwey T :  H :  als e tnas  fur Freglnaurer und die es nicht sind. Leipzig, 
1786. 

18. Hephastion, Konigsberg, 1775. 

19. Predigten vonl T7erfasser des Hephiistion. J t i t t au .  1776. 

20. I. G. Iiloss. Bibliographic der Freimnurerei. Franlrf.a.11.. 1814. 

21. J. d. Starclr. Nnchtrag iiber den angcblichell. I i ryp to - I i a tho l i c i sn~~~s ,  
Proselitenmacllc~rey. Jesuitismns nnd geheinle Gesellschaften, besonders 
seinen Process iuit tlen T-letxusgebenl der 13erliner 3lonatsschrift 
angehencl. mit  Acten-Stiicken belegt. Gniessen, 1788. 

22. J .  A. Starck, Versuch einen Geschichte des h ian i smus .  Berlin 1783/1783. 

23. Almatiach oder Taschen-Buch f u r  die Rritder Freymnurer der vereinigten 
Deutschen Logen auf das J a h r  Christi 1776. J l i t  Genehmigung der 
Obern. Zu finden in den Logcn. 

21. F. Nicolai iiffentliche Erlrliirung iiber seine geheime Verbindung Init dem 
Illuminaten-Orden. nebst beylsufigen Digressionen betreffencl Herrn 
Johann August Starcli u n d  Herrn Johann Iiaspar Lax-ater. Berlin und 
Stet t in ,  1788. 

25. Geschichte der Christlichen Iiirche des ersten Jahrhunderts ron D. Johann 
August Starclr. Berlin und Leipzig 1893. 

26. Bllgemeine Deutsche Biographie, nand  35. Leipzig 1883. 

27. J. d. Starclr. Triumph der Philosophic in nchtzehnten Johrhundert. 
Dnrmstadt, 1803. 

28. Erkliirung an  das Publicum wegen eines Briefes des Herrn Starck 
betreffencl. Anfgesetzt ron do111 T-erfasser des Briefes dem Pastor 
E. D. Wehrt zu Gross-dutz in Curlnnd. Nebst einigen neuen 
Erklirungen iiber tles Herrn Oberhofprecliger Starcli's Clericat. 
Leipzig, 1789. 

I I .  IN RUSSIAN.  

29. A. N. Puipin. Russian 3Tnsonry in the 18th century and the first quarter 
of the 19th century. Petrograd, 1916. 



30. A. Pu ip in .  Social inovement in Ruqsia under  Alcsnnder I. S t .  
Petersburg .  1903. 

31. Apology or defence of t he  Orcler of F ree  Jlasons.  Translatecl from t h e  
German (by I .  Tnrgener) .  S .  1,opuhin:s press. 1784. 

32. In.  L .  Rarskor .  Correspondence of JIoscon- J lasons  of t h e  18th century.  
l'etersbnrg. 1915. Including the  diary of I3aron Y. T. Schriider. in 
Germn~l .  

33. -\I. N. Longinov. Xo\.iliov and  Jlosco~v -\ lart inists .  Jlosco~v. 1867. 

34. 3lasonry ill i t s  P a s t  and Present.  Edi ted  by S. P. Jlelgunov and N. P. 
Sidoror ,  ii. vol. 1914 and  1915. 

35. Empress (Satherine 11.'~ collected n-orlrs. 

36. E s h e d r y ' s  complete norlis. Jloscow. 1370. 

37. d r s  Quatnor Coronator~lm : - 
T701ume i s . .  London. 1896. 
Volume s i i i . .  1,ondon. 1900. 
Vol\me sxv i . .  London. 1913. 
Volume s s s . .  London. 1917. 
T'olume s s s i i . .  London. 1919. 
I'oluine x s s v . .  London. 1927. 

38. The History of Freemasonry.  By Roberi  F reke  Gould. London. 

39. The Life of Goethe. 13y George Henry  Lewes. Second I m l ~ r e s s i o ~ ~ .  London. 

40. Pli i losoph~cal Dialogues 011 t h e  Re-lnlion of t h e  clitierent Christian Com- 
n ~ u n i t i e s  (Translated from the  Germnn enti t led . Theodnl's Gastmahl '). 
Lonrlor . 1519. 

41. Notes on liosicruciaiis in Germany ill t he  secoiitl half of t he  eighteenth 
century.  By B. Telepneti. Lonclon. 1926. 

42, Rosictwcians in Russia. By 13. Telepneff. Lo~ ldon .  1023. 

43. Russian Jlasons.  By 11. Telepneff. London. 1924. 

44. Qnelqnes rBflesions su r  les origincs de  In Franc-Jlnqoinicrie Te~nplli.re, 
pa r  le grand Commandeur clu Supr61ne Comeil cle Delgique (Rite Ecossais 
dnc i en  e t  AcceptG). Rrnxelles 1934. 

43. Le Symbolisme. Pa r i s  J n i n  1926 (Le Septenai re  tle In Jlaqonnerie 
mystique). 

46. J e a n  Hl~un .  Docteur &S let tres.  J .  A.  Starclr e t  la qucrelle du  Crypto- 
Catholicisme e n  Bllclnagne. 1755-1759. Par is .  1912. 

47. Le tombeau de Jacques  Jlolai  ou histoire secrkte e t  nbregee des In i t i&,  
a ~ ~ c i e ~ ~ s  e t  m o d e r ~ ~ e s ,  des Templiers. Franc-Jlaqons.  Jl!uiniiibs, etc. E t  
recherches sur  lenr influence d:ms 1a Revolntion Frany;rise. suivie de  
la Clef des Loges. Second edition. Par is ,  L ' a n  V. de I 'Ere  franqnise. 

43. Iiiographie 1;niverselle (3Iich11d) Ailcienne e t  Jloclerne. Par is ,  I-, 40. 

49. 3lcnmires pour ser r i r  ;L 1'Histoire cl11 J:~cobinisme. P a r  ]\I. I'ab'bQ Alugustin 
Barrucl.  Lonclres. 1797. 

50. Histoire cle la Frallc-3laqonnerie F r a n ~ a i s e .  La Franc-Jlayonnerie 
chea clle. Albevt Lnntoine.  Par is .  7925. 



;\ hearty rot3 of thanks was p:~ssecl t o  l 'ro. Telcpl:eff. on  the proposition of 
Rro. W. W. C"o~-ey-Cr~inlp. secondecl by T!m. .J .  n'altcr T-lobhs: coinments being offered 
by or oil behalf of Bros. H. C!. de Iiafontail~e. Gilbert W. 1)aynes. and B. Tranoff. 

Bro. W. SF7. COVEY-CRUMP said :- 

The  paper  is a valuable coiltribution, because although t h e  subject is 
foreign i t  renders  available t o  English readers many  matters  hi ther to limited to 
German litarciti. Ideals  i n  Continental Masonry had  differed from those in  this  
count ry :  and  this  is particularly t rue ,  bot,ll in  S ta rck ' s  Ri te  and  i n  t h a t  of the  
Strict Observance with which i t  was so closely comiected. W i t h  our  British 
Xasonry. Uro. Chetwode Crawley said (;I .(,).C'.. xxvi.. 63). " t h e  S t r ic t  Observance 
has 110 connection except by  way of comparison and  contrast " : b u t  we have the  
opinion of Bro.  Gould t h a t  " of a11 t h e  perversions of Freemasonry which owe 
their origin t o  t h e  fervid inlaginings of brethren i n  t h e  eighteenth century none 
can compare. i n  point. of interest ,  with t h e  system of t h e  Str ic t  Observance." 
A n d .  af ter  devoting several pages of his book to a n  elucidation of t h e   abject. 
the  same au thor i ty  affirmed i n  conclusion t h a t  dur ing  " nearly a generation the  
history of t h e  Str ic t  Observance is also t h a t  of Freenlasonry over a great  p a r t  of 
the  continent of Europe  " (I l is t  .. i i j . ,  113). N o  fur ther  justification. therefore, 
of Bro. Telepneff's subject need be adduced. 

Yet  (as he  has  shown) D r .  S ta rck ' s  ideals were not  those of t h e  Strict 
Observance. W i t h  those of van I-Iuncl t h e  paper is only incidentally concerned : 
but .  a t  all events. Bro.  Telepneff's evidence may enable u s  to  form a more 
sxtenuat ive estimate of his cllaracter than  the  system which he  represented would 
favour. S ta rck ' s  ideals were those of a mystic. The expression ' mysteries of 
nature and  science " h a d  for many  a visionary significance, and  Starclr in  his 
youthful enthusiasm regarded a mystical experience as the  7re plus  ul tra  of 
~\ lasonry.  I n  th i s  he  1;s seeking s & ~ e t l ~ i n g  {uite different f rom t h e  hypnotism, 
spiritisin, goety. necronlancy and similar vain aberrations of his contemporaries. 
H e  found t h e  S t r ic t  Observance permeated, however, with tenets  gravely 
obnoxious to  a Lutheran  Chapla in :  and his own effort to  divert  (or convert) 
them by  introducing a superior caste of clerics of alleged Tenlplar descent proved 
abortive. Starck retired disgruntled from t h a t  movement, and  thereby earned its 
enmity. 

Bro. Telepneff's account of Melissino's Russian R i t e  is  another  important  
acquisition, though i n  t h a t  case, too. Dr .  Starck was (1 th ink)  eclectic : for his 
scheme of a C r a f t  spiritualized by  mystical union with Deity was only gradually 
and perhaps never entirely relinquished. B u t  i n  t h e  twenty years which followed 
1780 his Masonic works exhibit a versat'ile scholarship somewhat comparable to  
t h a t  of D r .  Oliver in  England ,  though lacking t h a t  critical acumen which we 
expect today. T h a t  he  did t o  the  end retain a hope of uni t ing all Christian 
denoininatioils on a basis quasi-llasonic is apparent  i n  one of his last books, 
' .  The Banque t  of Theodulos." which breathes throughout  a t r u e  Xasonic tolerance 
and  tact .  a n d  identifies him with t h e  ideals of English Freemasonry. 

Ero.  H. C. DE LAFOSTAISE w v i t e s  :- 

T have r e l d  with t h e  greatest intere-t Uro. Telepneff's paper .  I esteem i t  
t o  be a very valuable c o n t r i b ~ ~ t i o n  t o  I\lasonic history. To those of us  who are 
not proficient either in  t h e  German or R n ~ s i a n  languages i t  conveys information 
which would ctherwise not  be available. To such a marshalling of facts. 
supported by  ail astounding number of references t o  authorities. i t  is difficult to  
add many details of interest.  The  personality of Starclr is a n  interesting one, 
inasmuch as  ~t touches a t  so many  points v a r i o ~ ~ s  off-shoots of t h e  Masonic system. 



Dro. Te lepef f  dces not afford us  any  information as  t o  where and when 
St,arc!r was ordained into t h e  Lutheran  ministry, and  i t  is a point which seems 
t o  be omitted i n  accounts of his life and career. 

When Starcli communicated with von H u n d  through t h e  agellcy of von 
Raven i t  is said t h a t  these terms Tvere u:ed i n  a le t ter  recounting the powers 
t h a t  had been given him a t  S t .  Petersburg:-" I give t o  Bro.  John  August  
Starcli. son and  brother  of t h e  Fa thers  and of the  family of . savants ' of t h r  
' Ordre des Sages ' by  all t h e  generations of t h e  1miver.e " (a  curious wording) 
" the full power t o  receive and adopt all those t h a t  he  shall find t o  he worthy 
a n d  capable according t o  age,  order. and personal conscience. Given and signed 
by 11s in  s ~ ~ i t , a b l e  terms. Pylades of the  third generation. TII  the  civil year 
1776." Whether  this  is a fictional account or a travesty of a n  actual document 
I cannot say. b u t  I believe i t  is referred to i n  the  " Anti-Saint'-Nicaise." 

The story regarding t h e  cont in~: i ty  of the  Tenlplar claims may be related 
i n  many legendary f o r x s .  Rro.  Telepneff alludes t o  two of these. According 
t o  a third.  some Christians from Syria .  being ~:,ursned by  infidels. found sanctuary 
with the Templars. Andr6  de  l\'lontbars, one of t h e  founders of the Order of 
t h e  Temple and th i rd  Pr io r  of t h e  Canons. established perfect. agreenlerit between 
these Syrians and t h e  Canons. The  Syrians, prompted by  feelings of grat i tude,  
coniniunicated their  esoteric teachings t o  the  Canons who became depositaries of 
t h e  same until  t h e  suppression of t h e  Order .  ( I t  should be explained t h a t  t h e  
Canons were really Clerks of t h e  Temple. Priests  of t h e  Order ,  and they 
officiated a t  all l i turgical offices.) A t  the  t ime of t h e  catastrophe t h a t  almost 
annihilated the  nlenlbers of t h e  Order ,  these Clerlis managed i n  t,heir flight (they 
were, ~ e r h a p s .  not attacked with t h e  same relentless ferocity a s  t h e  lay members) 
t o  carry i w a y  with then1 nlany of their  secret docl~ments .  These fugitive Clerks 
founded a t  Abcrdeen a Clerical Chapter ,  of which t h e  first Pr io r  was Pe t rus  de 
Bononia. he having arrived i n  Scotland with four  other  Clerks, and having met  
d l A u m o n t  and his conlpanions i n  the  Island of J lu l l .  All  these legends a re  
more or less fantastic.  b u t  I ra ther  love the  ronlanticisnl of this  one. Whether  
they rest on ;:ny basis of fact  is a mat te r  of opinion. 

Bro. Telepneff directs a t tent ion to the  Lodge a t  Florence. Concerning this.  
Bacci, in his . .  Libro del 3la:sone Italiano." says :-.' The English 3Iasons. who 
were residing a t  Florence, joined force;. a n d ,  by  the  aid of t h e  Duke of Xddlesex .  
formed the  first Lodge. which met  in  t h e  Via Xlaggio a t  a n  i n n  kept  by a certain 
Pascio. wllonl t h e  Florentines called ' I\Ionsiu l'ascio.' and  also Pascione. Of 
th i s  Lodge the  first Master was a ' 3 l o n . i ~  F o x . '  a great  niathematician and a 
man  of much learning. This  13rother was supposed t o  be H e n r y  F o s .  Lord 
IIol land,  fa ther  of Charles J a m e s  Fox.  the  celebrated head of t h e  Whig  party.  
a n d  the rival of P i t t .  The  Lodge had as succeeding JJasters t h e  founder. Lord 
Niddlesex " (this is here spelt " Middlessex ") , '  and Lord Raimond."  I t  is 
added t h a t  " Lord Raimond " was held t o  be ' '  a deist and  a n  unbeliever.' '  a 
s t range contradiction in  terms. I notice t h a t  Findel  says t h a t  this Lodge, or 
Society, was known under  t h e  name of the Company of t h e  Cucchiara, the Society 
of the Jlasonic Trowel (" c l m h i a r a "  being the  I t a l i an  word for " trowel "). 
and that  i t  was not  till a la ter  t ime tha t  its members were known as " Frarichi 
Muratori " ( the  I t a l i an  for " Free  Builders ' l ) .  

According t o  a French wri ter .  Starclr. , in his  System. had a full eye to 
t h e  emotionalism and decoratjive adjuncts  of Roman Cathlic rites. This salne 
writer says t h a t  t h e  candidate  for  t h e  degree of Novice was introduced during 
t h e  singing of a L a t i n  hymn into a chapel adorned with red hangings, in which 
there was a n  a l ta r  draped in x h i t e .  Surrounded by four  Novices clothed in 
white cassoclrs and carrying torche:, he  was made t o  lrneel a t  the  foot of the  
al tar  t o  take the  o a t h ,  having on either side t h e  Ini t ia tor  and t h e  Conductor of 
Novices, whose violet ca~ssoclis were almost covered by  white surplices. The 
aspirant t o  the  dignity of a Canon was conducted in to  t h e  chapel where the  other 
Canons were assembled. These wore restments almost resembling those of t,he 
Cardinalate. A f t e r  the  candidate  had  performed r i tual  ablutions. the  Canons 
swung  t h e  censer and  chanted Psalms. The  Prior  consecrated the water 11y 



casting salt into i t ,  making several signs of the Cross over i t ,  and covering it 
successively with a black, a white and a red veil, he meanwhile repeatiug 
exorcisms in Latin.  H e  sprinkled the candidate seven times with this holy 
water, censed him three times, anointed hi111 011 the forehead and on the right 
hand, aild finally placed around his neck a collarette. to which was attached a 
little cross, and put  on his finger a ring. 

Bro. Telepneff points out t,hat after the Congress a t  Wolfenbiittel the 
Clerics announced their withdrawal from the 7th Province. Starck blazed forth 
his resentment against the nlachinations of Fircks in a publicat,ion. . '  La  I'ierre 
d'iichoppement et le Rocher de Scai~dale." This, though issued under a veil of 

would seem to  have betrayed its author by Gs contents, but  I should 
add that  the attribution to  Starck is now considered doubtful. It ~ u r r ~ o r t e d  to 

L L 

be a conlplete exposure of the Order of the Strict Observance, and i t  created a 
feeling of consternation which was not easily set a t  rest. 

With reference to  another of Starck's works. ' The Triumph of 
Philosophy " (published in two voluines). he therein not only disagreed with 
Barruel on Masonic nuestions. but  he set out to Drove tha t  both Barruel and 
Robison really knew nothing about the German attitude towards Freemasonry. 
I n  the second volume of this work four chapters are devoted to  the consideration 
of the Order of the Illumiilati. 

I t  is refreshing to hear from Bro. Telepneff that  the violence of Starck S 

noleinics subsided as he advanced in vears. Still. I think it is t rue tha t  he was 
to his contenlporaries and to  succeeding generations (perhaps countless in number) 
a inan of mystery. 

Ero. GILBERT W. DAYKES wites : - 

Bro. Telepneff's paper contains much which will interest the Masonic 
Student who attempts to follow the intricate windings of Continental Freenlasonry 
during the second half of the eighteenth century. Fortunately for English 
Freemasonry, the Rite which has come down to us escaped the turmoil and 
troubles w h ~ c h  overtook the Craft ill Europe. As early as Ju ly ,  1757, we have 
the D .G.X. .  Dr .  l l ann inghan~ ,  writing to Bro. Sauer a t  the Hague agreeing 
that certain Forms and Titles mentioned by Bro. Sauer might justly be called 
the " charlatanry of Xasonry. '  I11 a later part of the same letter Dr.  
Xanninham says : - 

" The only Orders tha t  we know are three. Masters. Fellow-Crafts & 
Appre~~ t i ces ,  and none of them ever arrive a t  the Honour of Knight- 
hood by l lasonry & I believe you can scarcely imagine, tha t  in 
antient tiinc the Dignity of I<nighthood flourishd amongst Free 
l lasons :  whose Lodges here-to-fore consisted of Operative, not 
Speculative 3lasons. . . . Use your utnlost Endeavour Dear 
Brother to prevent a really valuable Society. from degenerating. and 
being lost in Obscurity, by a ~ m i n g  a t  T~t les .  to which the very nature 
of our Society can not give us a Claim." (.1.Q.C.. v.. 109-110.) 

A t  a later date.  August. 1775, the& is a record of Uro. IIanbury,  acting for the 
Grand Secretary. James Heseltine. explaining to Bro. Gogel. P.G.11. (Frankfort). 
with regard to  the R . A .  Degree t h a t :  

3lasonry is Xasonry with or without this degree. If it taught a new 
doctrine it would be quite different and must be rejected unhesitatingly. 
That  is why we reject the high degrees of the Strict Observance. They 
are a confusion without sequence." ( O T Z ~ I Z  of t h e  B/lgl is71 Rtfe of 
F. 11. by W. J. Hughan p. 159.) 

Passing on to the contents of the paper, I notice tha t  Starck is shown as 
a Protestant throughout his life, and i t  may, therefore be of interest to  give 



Findel's contrary opinion. Findel, in his History of If'reemasollry. asks us to 
believe that  Starck was. or rather became, a Roman Catholic. H e  writes that  
one of the reasons for Starck propagating his Spiritual Rite was for the purpose 
of surrept i t io~dy introducing Catholicism into the Alasonic association, to which 
religion he had been secretly converted in Paris." To this statement there is a 
note directing the reader's attention to Proceedings in the case of secret 
Catholicism. Berlin. 1787." (Historg of Freemasonry, by J. G. Findel. 
English Edition, 1871, p.  280.) A few pages further on Findel gives as one 
of the reasons for the death of the Spiritual Rite the fact t ha t  " their founder 
Starck was suspected of being in league w t h  the Catholics." Here, too, there 
is a note which is as follows:-" This suspicion was well-founded, as is proved 
by docunlents in the possesion of Br. Dr.  Eckstein in Leipzig. Starck's funeral 
service was conducted according to the Ronlan Catholic ritual." (Ditto, p. 285.) 
I n  this connection we may also note Findel's statement t ha t  Baron von Hund 
became a Roman Catholic. H e  says: We will here remark tha t  von Hund's  
visionary fancies and his love of display led him to  become a member of the 
Roman Catholic Church." (Ditto, p.  274.) I n  giving these excerpts I an1 not 
seeking to uphold Findel's statements, but  am merely drawing attention to them 
so tha t ,  if possible, Bro. Telepneff can definitely refute them by further evidence. 

It is interesting to  note tha t  Starck apparently visited 'England in 1765. 
A t  that  date he was a Freemason, and had probably also become acquainted with 
several Continental Rites. It would be of great interest if a record of any visits 
to  English Lodges could be discovered: for a t  tha t  time there were certainly 
Lodges working in French in London, such as The Old French Lodge (constituted 
13th April 1742), The French Lodge (constituted 14th December, 1754), and The 
French Lodge (constituted 29th January.  1763). to name but  three. Also, there 
seems to be no reason why Starck should not have visited Lodges working in 
English in the usual manner. I n  his hook Ot? the  -4znl of the  Order of 
I"rernrrr.som, Starck refers to Lodges in England, and hp may have drawl1 upon 
his memory of London Lodges when in England. We may note, however, that  
no Lodge ever met a t  the Unicorn and Lion in Bartholonlew Lane. Also the 
reference to the Ancient Lodge in St .  Paul  s Churchyard is too vague to identify. 
With regard to the Lodge a t  the Bear Inn ,  Bath,  the information must have 
been acquired before 1st December, 1767, as upon tha t  day i t  removed to the 
White Har t  Inn .  Bath .  I t  may,  therefore, be tha t  Starck either visited, or 
met a member of. the Bath  Lodge in 1765. I n  passing, we may note the use 
of the word Orator." This was an Office in Continental AIasonry and had no 
existence a t  Bath.  The only Officers appointed by the Lodge a t  t ha t  time were 
BIaster Wardens, Treasurer, and Secretary. 

One of the iilost strlking periods of Starck's life, and one that  certainly 
calls for further investigation, sepms to me to be the tune during which he 
resided at l l i t t au ,  in Courland. la 1776 Starck obtained in Konigsberg an 
appointnlent which gave him ' the highest rank and position possible' for a 
Protestant Clergyman. ' H e  must have just been settling down to enjoy tha t  
position nhen he throws everything u p  and leaves for Ni t tau .  Obviously. some 
very strong reasons must have prompted this action. Could i t  have been the 
death of Baron von Hund  in Novenlher. 17761 ,Bro.  Telepneff's paper gives us 
no inkling as to the reasons, but  to  Xi t tau  Starck goes early in 1777, and 
renlains there until 1781, when he leaves for Darmstadt. haring been once more 
appointed to a post s i n d a r  to the one he had resigned in 1777. It was during 
his residence a t  Ni t tau  tha t  attacks were made against him by von F i r k s  and 
we are told that  it was in 1778 tha t  he withdrew from the Strict Observance, 
after  having become indifferent to Masonic activities. Whilst a t  hlittau he 
wrote the second edition of his Apology for t h e  Order of Freenmso71ry. and 
probably other works were written by Starck during tha t  period. 

To the town of N i t t au  came Cagliostro in March. 1779. Trowbridge 
says that  " Cagliostro went to Courland to further his great scllenie of founding 
the Order of Egyptian Xasonry." (Cngllostro, by W. R .  H. Trowbridge, 
Cheap Edition, 1926, p. 118.) Prior to reaching 3Iittau we are told " wherever 
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he went he was sure of a cordial reception in the Lodges of the Order of Strict 
Observance. By the Freemasons of Dantzic and Konigsberg he appears to have 
been treated as a person of great distinction.' (Ditto, p.  117.) When at 
Ni t tau  i t  would appear that  many wealthy people of the highest distinction 
who resided there accorded Cagliostro their patronage. Could this wealthy 
coterie have been any inducement to Starck to go to Mittau two years earlier? 
Cagliostro must have known tha t  Starck was a t  Mittau before he reached that  
place. Did he go to Mittau to seek Starck's co-operation. or he lp?  Or, again, 
when a t  N i t t au ,  did the two ever meet? Bro. Telepneff tells us that  whilst a t  
Mlttau Star??< was considered to  be a bitter opponent of Caglicstro. who accused 
Starck of black magic. What evidence is there in support of this statement. 
and was the mutual hatred there from the first? Countess von der Recke 
undoubtedly came into contact with both Starck and Cagliostro whilst they were 
a t  Mittau,  and suksecjuently published books, in 1787 and 1788, in which she 
attacked Cagliostro and Starck respectively. The attack on both seems to have 
enlanated either directly or indirectly from the Society of the Illuminati. Both 
Eooks were published by Nicolai, and the one against Starck was dedicated to 
Bode. Trowbridge tells us tha t  i t  was not until l784 tha t  the  Countess von der 
Reclre came to  regard Cagliostro as an  imposter, and ctates, to this opinion 
she was converted by one Bode whom she met in Weimar and who, she says. 
gave her the fullest information concerning Cagliostro." Undoubtedly Bode 
also gave the Countess equally full information for the book attacking Starck. 

The extracts which Bro. Telepneff has given us from the rituals and 
corre:pondence contamed in the three volumes of Stgttntstm-n are of considerable 
interest. H e  has obviously taken these volumes a t  their face value. I s  there 
any indcpeiident evidence to support this view, or does this work fall into the 
same category as the so-called exposures of Freemaqonry which appeared in 
England and France during the eighteenth century? 

b 

Bro. B. ITAYOFF said :-l 

Bro. Telepnefi's paper is interesting, not only because i t  deals with a very 
fascinating period of I\lasoaic history the characteristic feature: of which are so 
well outlined in the introductory par t ,  but also because i t  makes us fully 
acquainted with Starck's views on Freemasonry, wh;ch, in his later writings, 
are 5 3  sound and ,o clearly expressed that  they are well worth lrnowiag. especially 
by our younger brethren. Starck's example and his carefully worded answers 
to many questions arising often in the minds of young Xasons may render 
them a good service on their Masonic path. 

Very interesting is also Bro. Telepneff's short excursion in the legendary 
history of the origin of the 3 la~onic  Rite of Strict Olsservance so prominent on 
the Continent of Europe in the second half of the eighteenth century. Bro. 
Telepneff exprexed a view tha t  this legendary history may be something more 
than a pure fiction. I am not sufficiently conversant with the subject to pass 
personal comments on i t :  but quite recently I came across a newiy-pblished 
book by Edward J .  Martin. " The Trial of the Templars" (London. 1928). 
some statements of which rtrike me as confirming to a degree Bro. Telepneff's 
view. According to this book, well supplied with reliable references, there were 
three grades of membership in the Templar Order:  ' .  A t  the head were the 
Knights, the  actual fighting force. all of which belonged to noble families: 
secondly, there were clerks who acted as chaplains, and.  thirdly, the most 
numerous body, serving brethren, made up of poorer men of common birth, were 
artificers, millers, farmers, and attendants." (p. 15.) Of these three grades 
the " clericals " naturally represented the more educated and intellectual group 
in the Order, and they may have easily acquired some lmowledge of Eastern 
mysteries and rituals while in Palestine, where the Templars lived for a long 
time and were in constant and sometimes in such a friendly intercourse with 



t h e  local people t h a t  they were even -uspected of having betrayed t h e  cause for 
which they went out  to  t h e  E a ~ t .  (pages 19-20.) Bro.  Telepneff's suggestion 
t h a t  among t h e  members of t h e  Teinplar Order  there might  have been secret 
groups professing their  par t icular  secret ideas and  perhaps working their own 
r i tuals  finds a certain corroboration i n  the  following s tatement  by  Edward J .  
3Ia r t in : -  Their ru le  demanded absolute secrecy. and  i n  fact  t h e  69th section 
makes a double secrecy pos tb le  by  allowing a n  i n ~ ~ e r  circle within the Order 
itself. '  (p .  23.) A n d  t h e  t r ia l  of t h e  Templars on t h e  whole has  shown t h a t  
much coucerninp t h e  Order  was unlrnown t o  i t s  ordinarv members. Fur ther  

0 

we find in the  book substant ial  confirmation t h a t  a number  of Templars escaped 
imprisonment, tor tures  and  t r ia l  i n  France  by flight (p .  34). and  t h a t  Scotland. 
t o  which the Teniplars came with t h e  English a r m y  i n  t h e  twelfth century (p.  21). 
\\.as one of the  countries where, dur ing  their persecution i n  t h e  beginning of t h e  
fourteenth c e n t ~ ~ r y ,  they were not  accused of a n y  :erious crime and  were generally 
treated very leniently (p .  60). If these statements a re  correct,  t h e  legend on 
which the  System of Str ic t  Observance was based appears  to  be somewhat less 
fantastic t h a n  i t  looks a t  first s ight ,  and  Bro. Telepneff's theory. styled by 
himself ' ,  pure conjecture " only, seems t o  de:.erve more serious attention t h a n  
he claims for it  in  the  paper read this evening. 

Rro.  TELEPSEFF z w i t ~ s  N.? fo l Iows .  i n  reply :- 

I am deeply touched by  Bro.  Covey-Crnnip's eloquent and erudite t r ibute  
t o  my papcr and his timely reminder of the  importance of t h e  S t r ic t  Observance 
System and t h e  Rites  connected with i t .  

I am also much indebted to Bro.  I-Iobbs for his  kind words, and  to Bro. 
d e  Lafontaine for his most valuable ccntribution. 

A s  Bro. de Lafontaine r ight ly says. the  da te  when and  place where Starclr 
was ordained into t h e  L u t h e r a n  niinistry seem t o  be omitted from all accounts 
of his life and career-at least,  from those which are  a t    resent available. For  
us  he emerges like AIinerva, fully a rmed,  in  the  prominent position of a Court- 
Chaplaln in  Korligsberg. 

I n  r e ~ l y  t o  Bro.  Daynes'  interesting comments. t h e  following must be 
stated :-J. G.  Findel 's asrertion of Starck 's  convwsiou to Catholicism is b u t  a 
simple repetition of t h e  unproved accusation against the  learned Doctor. The 
documents referred to  by  Findel  have never been produced.  moreover, Starck 
w.?s hurled as a high digni tary of t h e  Protestant  Church a n d  according to i ts  
rites. though perhaps with more Fonip t h a n  usual ,  t h e  la t ter  circumstance 
possibly leading to t h e  astounding contention t h a t  th i s  Lutheran  Court-Chaplain 
and Member of the  Pro tes tan t  Consistorial Council was followed t o  his grave by  
t h e  perfoinlance of some ceremony ' accordmg to t h e  Roman Catholic ritual " 1 

It is also not without significance t h a t  from the;ery beginning of his  relations with 
\-on H u n d .  Starck became disauaoiiited i n  the Baron.  a n d .  la ter .  entertained a 

1 L 

very poor opinion of th i s  Catholic convert. There a re  available no documents. 
n o  reports of eye-wituesses, no authent ic  records of S ta rck ' s  supposed Catholic 
conversion ! On t h e  other  hand ,  his  writings, his services rendered to t h e  
Protestant Church,  his  high and  unshaken position therein.  all demonstrate 
clearly, a t  least i n  t h e  present s ta te  of our lrnowledge, t h e  Doctor's faithful 
allegiance to  the  Lutheran  dognias and  rites. - 

I quite  agree t h a t  i t  would be of great  interest if a record of Starck S 

visits t o  English Lodges could be discovered, and I hope t h a t  such will be 
forthconling one day.  

Considering Starck 's  sojourn a t  Mi t tau ,  i t  mus t  be remembered t h a t  
l rasonry and kindred societies were particularly active t h e r e  in  fact ,  i t  was a 
place of considerable reputat ion as  a seat of mysterious rites and  occult schools. 
1 shall name b u t  one instance, out of several. showing this  r e p ~ ~ t e  of the  
Courlandish cz~pita!. W h e n  Russian Blasons, of t h e  same period. wanted t o  



probe fur ther  in to  ' blasoilic mysteries.' i t  was t o  Ll i t tau t h a t  their  emissary. 
Schwartz, first of all  went .  A t  t h a t  t ime 1111 insatiable seeker for  these mysteries. 
Starck ~ o u l d  natural ly  be  at t racted to  t h a t  particular town. This ,  a t  a n y  rate .  
aeeins t o  be  a more plausible motive for his journey t o  Courland t h a n  any  
' wealthy coterie expecting hi111 i n  t h a t  count ry :  for  did ;lot S ta rck ,  unlike 

Cagliostro, leave voluntar i ly ,  jnst before this  journey. a n  excellent social and 
financial position ? A s  regards Starck 's  coilstallt animosity towards Cagliostro, 
thls is confirnled by  all & n t e m p o l ~ r y  witnesses of t h e  Doctor's activities a t  
hl l t tau.  including v011 der  R w k e  herself, and  b y  Starck S own utterances. I n  
fact ,  I believe t h a t  Bro.  Uaynes is the  first to  advance seriously t h e  theory of 
Starcli's co-operatloll \ \ i th  h ~ s  open and  bi t ter  enemy. Cagliostro. Surely, if 
even S ta rck  S coiltenlporary ialplacable aatagoni- ts  did not  find i t  possible t o  
advance against  him such a11 additional accusation, Uro. Daynes will be prepared 
t o  disnms th i s  new doubt  coilcerning t h e  much-abused Brother  ! The  difference 
between t h e  at tacks on Cagliostro and Starck is,  t h a t  t h e  la t ter  was attacked 
exc l~~s ive ly  by t h e  R a d ~ c a l  section of Society and  chiefly by t h e  I l l u i n i n a t ~  (not 
countmg his  personal enemies i n  the  Str ic t  Observance who had  to defend 
themselves), a n d  t h a t  h e  finished his life i n  a n  honourable position. h i s  
antagonists practically sileilced: whereas Cagliostro was assailed from every side 
and everywhere a n d  finished ill prison, coilsidered b y  most t o  have been one of 
the  greatest rogues of his t ime.  

I a m  afraid I cannot agree with Uro. Daynes t h a t  " undoubtedly Bode 
. . . gave t h e  Countess von der Rcclce . . , ful l  information for t h e  
book at tacking Starck.  Perhaps the  point is not  of great  importance, b u t  i t  
is certain t h a t  t h e  Countess and  her relations, as  well as  their  numerous friends. 
were i n  a prolonged and  int imate contact with Starck dur ing  his sojourn a t  
X l t t a u :  t h e  Countess and  her  close associates most probably lmew a grea t  deal 
mole about  Starck t h a n  Bode cver d i d !  Neither  do I qui te  see on what  
Bro. Davnes bases his  oninion t h a t  I have ' obvionslv taken t h e  volumes of 
S ig t za t s t e~ t l ,  a t  their  face-value." These volumes contain a n  impor tan t  collection 
of genuine Nasonic r i tuals  and  documeuts gathered iogether b y  t h e  well-known 
mystic-Atason,' Woellner, who himself belonged t o  nearly all  t h e  AIasonic and  
kindred societies of his time. Af te r  Woellner 's death they  were p u t  into order .  
verified a n d  proved b y  another  prominent ][ason. Schroeder. Their importance 
is acknowledged by  such a n  authori ty  as  t h e  -4 l lgemeines  I l n n d b u c h  del- 
J ' r e i m a u r e x i .  The  publication itself does not belong t o  " t h e  so-called Exposures 
of Freemasonry which appeared ill E n g l a i d  and  France  dur ing  t h e  eighteenth 
century "-perhaps m y  foot-note s tat ing t h a t  t h e  r i tuals  were carefully printed 
so as  t o  avoid giving away " the  usual Arasonic secrets " has  escaped Bro. 
Daynes'  notice. Not  being qui te  content with t h e  abo~re-mentioned authori ty .  
I made " a  closer s tudy  of Starclz's other  voluminous writings and varied 
correspondence. " and  af ter  discovering similarity of style, expressions and  
intent ion.  i n  spite of all ,  I only made t h e  guarded s tatement  (too guarded.  
perhaps) t h a t  " a fa i r  idea of the  Clerical working m a y  most probably be  
obtained from t h e  Russian cerenlonial of Alelissino's R i t e  a n d  t h e  German rit,uals 
of t h e  Order  of L i g h t  or Spir i tual  hlasoi~ry."  

I a m  very grateful  t o  Bro. Ivsnofl for his valuable and  suggestive notes: 
still. I a m  af ra id ,  t h e  connectioli betwcen t h e  persecuted Teinplars and  t h e  
Scottish Xasons m u s t ,  for  t h e  present,  be relegated t o  t h e  realm of those 
alluring legends of which D r .  Starcli and his contenlporaries were so fond. 

I11 conclusion. I wish t o  express m y  hear ty  thanks  t o  Bro.  Songhurst 
fo r  his very grea t  help reudered to m e  i n  co~mection with this  paper ,  as on 
so many  other  occasioils. when both his invaluable t ime  and  rich experience 
were most generously p u t  a t  m y  disposal. 

1 Of the second half of t he  eighterntl~ century. 
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IN  M E M O R I A M .  

I t  is just sixteen years to-day since Bro.  I>riilg was installed i n  the  Chair  
of this Lodge. and  his d e a t h ,  which has been recognized as a profound loss by 
biblioplliles and  book-collectors all over the  world, is one t h a t  will also be felt'. 
not only b y  Nasonic s tudents  in  all countries. b u t  i n  a very special manner  b y  
the Quatuor  Coronati Lodge. 

Bro.  I)ring was borll on t h e  9th of March.  1863, being desce~lded from a n  
old Yorkshire family of yeomen, who, since t h e  middle of the  sixteenth century.  
have been associated with Marfleet. I-ledon, and H u l l .  The  name D r i ~ i g  is of' 
great  ant iqui ty,  being pure Saxon, and indicating a holder of lands by  military 
tenure.  A s  ' Dreng ' and  ' Drench ' i t  comes i n  Domesday Book, the l a te r  
3ledi;eval form being ' L e  Dreng. '  Quite early he  began t o  interest himself i n  
his family history, and  th i s  no doubt  gave him his first introduction to the  study 
of old manuscripts,  which were a t  a la ter  da te  to  be  a subject on which he was 
recognized as  being one of the  leading authorities. 

H e  was educated a t  t h e  Anglo-German College a t  Brixton.  under  Prof .  H. 
Baumann,  a great  philological x h o l a r ,  and  a g radua te  of E o n n  and  London. 
I n  his fifteenth year he  at t racted the  at tent ion of Bernard Quari tch.  who took 
hi111 into his employ. The connection t h u s  established with t h e  firm of Quaritcll 
continued un t i l  t h e  end ,  except for  a period between 1884 and  1891. when Bro. 
Dring went t o  Calcut ta ,  t o  t h e  well-knowli firm of Messrs. Thacker. Spinlr and Co. 
While in  I n d i a  he made  a special s tudy of I n d i a n  and  Persian illuminated 
miniatures arid manuscripts,  a subject i11 which he  soon became a n  expert.  

Bernard Quari tch had  died in  1899, and t h e  business was carried on by 
his son Alfred.  On the  death of Alfred,  i n  1913. Bro. Dr ing  was i n  charge of 
the business on behalf of t h e  sisters, with all t h e  responsibility t h a t  t h a t  implies. 
Subsequently t h e  business was converted in to  a pr ivate  company of three partners ,  
of which he  was one. H e  completed his fiftieth year of association with t h e  firm 
only last a u t u m n .  H i s  son is now i n  the  business. 

Bro .  Dr ing  was initiated on December 211d, 1889, i n  Lodge Humil i ty  with 
For t i tude  No.  229. a t  Calcutta. H e  was exalted i n  t h e  Yarborough Chapter  
No. 554 i n  1903. I n  J a n u a r y .  1899. lie joined t h e  Correspondence Circle of 
our Lodge.  a n d  was admit ted to  full membership on 25t,h J u n e .  1906. H i s  
Inaugura l  Address  i n  1912 was a review of Masonic L i te ra ture  i n  England before 
1751, t o  which was attached what  he himself described as a Tentative List of' 
E ~ ~ g l i s h  References to ,  and  Works on Freemasonry before t h a t  date .  This 
was a task t h a t  he  was peculiarly qualified t o  under take :  indeed. no one else 
possessed t h e  special knowledge a n d  facilities for research that.  i t  involved. To- 
day  t h a t  L is t  still s tands as authoritative, and only a very few additional items 
have since come t o  l ight  requiring inclusion i n  i t .  

H e  also wrote a paper on the Edwin of t h e  Old Charges. a n d ,  from his  
special knowledge of old documents, was able t o  furnish t h e  Craf t  with definite 
instances i n  which Athels tan 's  brother Edwin was described as  a Pi ince ruling 
jointly with his brother .  b y  a tit le which lent  itself easily t o  inisunderstanding. 
so t h a t  t h e  error  of t h e  Old Charges was ona for which Rro.  Dr ing  was able t o  
show us  there was a t  all events some excuse. 

B u t  t h e  most impor tan t  of his nlany contributions to  our  Trnn.snctiotzr 
was his nlonograph on Tracing Boards, which will bc fo~und i n  vol xs ix . ,  and 
which involved him in m amount  of correspondence, a n d  trouble i n  getting 
photographs and  descriptions of Tracing Boards i n  Lodges all  over t h e  country. 



t h a t  the readers of t h e  paper itself may  perhaps never have reallzed. I n  
concection with these enquiries he  was t h e  first t o  p u t  forward whzt  is, i n  all 
pl.obability, the  correct explanation of t h e  t e rm " Perfect Ashlar ,"  and h i s  
explanations of t h e  Tassels and  indented Border, and  t h e  Laced Tuf t  of t h e  
eighteenth century writers.  received general acceptance and  were recognized a s  
a n  ingenious and  impor tan t  additloll t o  our  knowledge of t h e  question. A t  t h e  
t ime of his death he  was actually investigating t h e  problems connected with t h e  
first editions of Cole's C'oi/.stctutcoizs. of Prlchard S X c w i / r y  U~asectc-6, and  
L e  Frcoir 11faroi~ T T I I J I I .  a s  well as having in h a n d  arrangements  for  the  publica- 
tion of the translation of Begemann's H / s t o r y  of Free?ncisonry zn Ei/gloud.  

H e  received Grand  Lodge R a n k  as J . G . D .  i n  1917 with t h e  corresponding 
collar i n  the  R . A .  of P .A.G.So .  i n  1918. 

To t h e  general public, and  t o  scholars and  Bibliophiles h e  was known as 
a prominent figure a t  all  great  book sales, with a shrewd knowledge of t h e  t r u e  
value of rarities, for which, neverthelesb. American buyers  were a t  t imes prepared 
t o  pay higher prices. To t h e  authorities a t  t h e  Bodleian and  British Bluseunl 
he  was known as a n  expert  i n  his particular subjects, whose services were always 
a t  their disposal, and  his  loss is  one they will feel very keenly. I n  Grand Lodge, 
as  a member and then  Chairman of t h e  Libra ry  C o n ~ n ~ i t t e e  he  p u t  his immense 
lrnowledge freely a t  t h e  disposal of t h e  Craft ,  and  here again his place will not  
readily be filled. B u t  i n  his own Lodge we feel t h a t  we have  lost a personal 
friend, as  well as  a s tudent  and  a n  expert.  and  we shall miss not  only his well 
considered judgments on our  Committee and his practical advice i n  all our  
concerns, bu t  t h e  genial and  charming personality of one who was to  everyone 
who met him t h e  enlbodiment of a profound erudition modestly borne. H e  
died on Friday.  25th October. and  was laid t o  rest i n  t h e  beaut iful  cemetery a t  
Sut ton on Tuesday. October 30 th .  The Lodge was represented by  Bro.  Songhurst 
and Bros. Gordon I-Iills, Wil l iams,  and  Vibert .  

Tventy-fire Bretlircn were acliiiitted to membership of the Correspondence Circle. 

Bro. Rev. H. Poole, B.A., F.R..G.S.. T.D., P.Pr.G.Cli.. Westmorland LF Cumber- 
land, the Master-Elect, was prcse~lted for Installation, ancl regularly installed in the 
Chair of the Lodge by Bro. George Norman, assisted by Bros. ,T. P. Silnpsoa, d. Cecil 
Powell. ancl Gorclon P. G. H ills. 

The follon.ing l3retliren 1vc1.9 appointed Officer; of the Lodge for the ensuing 
year :- 

Cro. H .  U. do Lafontaine 

Gilbert W. Daylies 

Edward Armitage 

Lionel Vibert 

Gordon P .  G. Hills 

J. TTalter Hobbs 

\V. .J. Willian~s 

TV. J. Songliurst 

T. 3C. Carter 

J. H. JIcNaughton 

S.W. 

J .W.  

Treasurer 

Secretary 

n . c .  

S.D. 

J .D.  

Almoner 

I.G. 

Tyler 



The  K.3.L. proposed. and i t  \\.as duly secondecl ancl c.arriec1: , .  Tha t  W. Era. 
George S o r m a n .  P.A.G.D.C'.. ha r ing  completed his year  of office as  TTorshipful Master 
of rhe Quatuor  Coronati  Lodge No. 2076, t h e  thanks  of t h e  Brethren  be ancl hereby 
are  tendered t o  h im for.1iis courtesy in tlle Chair  2.1~1 his efficient lnallageineut of the  
affairs of t h e  L d g e .  ancl t h a t  th is  Resolution Ice suitably engrossecl a n d  presented to  
him. ' ' 

When  appoint ing  his officers, the  X'.31. referred t o  t h e  grea t  ~ ~ o r l i  done for t he  
Loclge by Bro.  W. J. Songhurs t ,  n-ho had non- founcl i t  necessary t o  give up his office 
of Secretary.  The W.31. proposecl, ancl i t  was cluly seconded a n d  carried unanimously:  
' *  T h a t  Bro .  V i l l i am John Songhui.st! P.G.D.. h a r i n g  retired f r o u  Office af ter  ser r ing  
for Tnyenty-one Tea r s  a s  Secretary of t he  Loclge. t he  heartfelt  thanBs of t h e  Brethren 
be and hereby a r e  tenclerecl t o  hi111 for his clerotecl Services, unfail ing kindness, and  
courtesy. aacl t h a t  th is  R.esolution be suitably c~lgrossecl a n d  presented t o  him." 

The SECRETARY drew attention to  tlle follor~ing 

E X H I B I T S  : - 

By Bro. GEORGE XORXAS. of Bath .  

CERTIEIC-ITE, issued bx t h e  Provincial Grand Lodge of Guernsey. Jersey and  
Alderney. t o  Bro. H e w y  Gough Baylee on 20th 3larch.  1816, i n  
French English and La t in ,  cert ifying t h a t  he  is a Master Mason of 
Orange Lodge No. lil on the  Reglster of England. 

By Bro. G. TT. RICHX~SD,  of huclol l .  

Collection of Mark  . '  Pennies " and Jen-els. 

9 l iearty r o t e  of thanlis n-as passecl to  t h e  Brethren  who liinclly lent  these objects 
For exhibition. 

The T ~ O R S E I P F U L  ~IASTER then deliverecl t h e  f o l l o ~ ~ i a g  



I N A U G U R A L  A D D R E S S .  

T is customary on such occasions as th i s  for t h e  newly-installed 
Master t o  address the  Lodge on some aspect of Masonic research. 
B u t  before I proceed to my d u t y  i n  thls  respect. I must take 
opportuni ty of expressing m y  very high appreciation of the  
honour which has been conferred on me this  evening, and my 
deep sense of t h e  difficulty of following adequately in the steps 
of those great  IlIasonic students who have occupied this Chair 
before me. 

PlIasonry. I suppose, makes a different appeal t o  almost every member of 
t h e  Craft .  according a s  t h e  periods of t h e  day ,  as  symbolised by the  24-inch 
gauge, are emphasised. To  one, t h e  l abour :  to  another ,  t h e  refreshment:  to  yet  
another. the  opportuni ty of serving a friend or Brother  i n  t ime of need:  while 
to  very many S fear  t h a t  Alasonry is  li t t le less t h a n  a religion. 

F o r  myself-I say i t  with less fear  of criticism in th i s  Lodge than  i n  any 
other AIasonic body-I have always found the  a rch~olog ica l  side t o  appeal most 
strongly: All t h a t  I have :eeu or heard i n  Lodge has  tended to direct my 
researches to  t h e  p a s t :  to  lead me t o  explore t h e  history of our  Order before, 
not after.  1717: and t o  a t t e m p t  to  strengthen t h e  chain-of  evidence which may 
some day show us exactly what  is our  relationship to  t h e  g rea t  Craftsmen who 
erected our medieval Castles. Abbeys and Cathedrals.  and  t o  discover i n  the  
distant past the  germ of t h e  ' speculative which has developed into the Free- 
masonry of to-day-that almost miraculous Fra te rn i ty  over which the: sun is 
always a t  i ts  meridian. 

A n d  so I have chosen for  m y  subject our  legacy from t h e  Craftsmen-a 
subject so wide t h a t  I cannot .  for tunately.  be expected t o  do more than touch 
lightly on any of t h e  items referred to .  I had i t  i n  m y  mind  t o  speak of Craft  
documents of early t imes :  b u t ,  I cannot  help feeling t h a t  there  is much to be 
learned by us to-day from t h e  actual works i n  stoile-of our  f o r e f a t h e r s  and so 
I widened my scope t o  include all  t h a t  the  Masons of the  past have left to us. 
and have taken as m y  t i t le : -  

V E S T I G I A  L A T H O M O R U M  

(The Trai l  of t h e  Operative) 

Tha t  t h e  a r t  of building was a studied one. and  not  a mat te r  of haphazard 
inspiration, must be obvious to  everyone. Tha t  i t  had some sort of organisation 
in this country long before t h e  Norman Conquest must  be admit ted by anyone 
who has studied t h e  ecclesiastical remains of pre-Conquest times-whether to  
follow the  development of ' style ' chronologically, or t o  t race peculiarities locally. 
The earliest Craf t  document which we possess is t h e  I?c,!/ir/s 1'oc.m. of about 1390:  
b u t  a con~parison of this  ;\IS. with t h e  sonlewhat la ter  Cooh,r and  lTTrrfsou texts 
makes i t  very hard  t o  believe t h a t  t h e  material on which these documents were 
based-at any  ra te ,  so f a r  a s  the  ' Charges '  are  concerned-was not  very much 
older. A n d  the  unanimous reference by  all versions of t h e  Old Charges to  a 
great  re-organisation i n  t h e  days of K i n g  Athels tan.  as well as  t h e  fact  t h a t  our 
traditional history ends a t  t h a t  period, seem to me  t o  point very strongly to a 
historical fact.  



And yet I believe tha t  there is not a single case in this country in which 
we can trace any sort of continuity of a Lodge of Alasons for more than the 
shortest of neriods anterior to 1717. That  there were more or less ~ e r m a n e n t  
bodies of Masons attached to some of our great Cathedrals, a t  any rate, during 
their principal building periods, is shown clearly by Fabric rolls. and the like. 
yet there seems to  be no connection (a t  least none has been shown) between, for 
example, the  Cathedral and City bodies of Alasons a t  York and the old Lodge 
there. a 

Very different is the state of affairs in Scotland. I do not propose to 
enter on the vexed question of the genuineness of i\Ialcolm I I I . ' s  Charter to the 
Glasgow Incorporation of AIasons, of 1057 : but even if i t  emanated o d y  from 
I\lalcolm I V . ,  between 1141 and 1165. i t  still gives a hoary antiquity to the 
Lodge. Even if we deny its authenticity altogether, there is a Charter of 
Williani ' the Lion, ' brother of Alalcolm I V . ,  who died in 1214. Even if this 
is disputed. which I believe is not the case. t l ~ e r e  is a Seal of Cause from the 
Provost and Baillies, of 1551. And there is no reason to  doubt either the 
continuous existence of the Glasgow Incorporation from the twelfth century up 
to the present day. or tllat i t  was tha t  very body which was responsible for the 
building and rebuilding of the Cathedral in 1115 and 1181. 

This is not an isolated case. There are strong traditions associating 
present-day Lodges of Edinburgh, Kilwinning, and Stirling with the building of 
the Abbeys. respectively. of Holyrood in 1128, Kilwinning in 1140. and Cambus- 
kenneth in 1147. And if there Ee any doubt as to the t ru th  of these traditions- 
and Stlr l i~ig 's  Charter of 1147 has been ruthlessly denounced as forgery-we 
have still the Schaw Statutes of 1599. indicating these Lodges as the three 
' heid ludges of Scotland. while in a t  least two of the  three cases there is no 
reason to doubt the continuity of the body since a t  least the latter date. And. 
though the  change from operative to non-operative preponderance was in progress 
t h l o ~ ~ g h o u t  the scvcnteenth century, wc can date. alnlost to a year, the 
emergence of the ' speculative ' Lodges of to-day. 

England has few, if any,  parallels to these facts. This does not mean 
that  the Alasonic history of this country, if fully ascertained. would be less 
interestine than tha t  of Scotland: the reverse would more likelv be the case. 

0 

For,  instead of the continuity, relatively so conlplete in Scotland, we find in 
England a vast chasm to be bridged by the historian, which probably reaches 
from the Reformation until 1717-a gap,  in fact, of roughly a century and a 
half. 

And the problem of the historian is rendered more interesting. though by 
no means easier, by the fact tha t  the ' personnel ' of AIasonry must have changed 
during tha t  period from a largely operative to  an almost entirely speculative 
character. To this period belong such incidents as Ashmole's initiation in 1646. 
and to this period belong certainly not less than 60 of our existing copies of 
the Old Charges. To this period also belong the curiously transitional ' New 
Articles of the Roberts Family. 

Bro. J .  W. Hobbs' recent and valuable paper 011 " The Travelling Alasons 
and Cathedral Builders "-valuable perhaps even more for its outlook. the 
material brought together, and the lines of research which i t  suggests. than for 
the conclusioi~s which he reaches-has fully proved the '  nobility ' of the Craft 
in medieval time%, though the writer seems inclined to doubt if i t  was. so to 
speak. permanently mobile. The clnestion seems to resolve itself into-whether 
our great bnildings were built by travelling &lasons, or bodies of Alasons. or 
wl~ether ' localised ' gilds were temporarily employed away from their usual 
situations. to which they returned a t  the co i~c l~~s ion  of the enterprise. My OWII 

opinion is. t ha t  the former was normally the case in England, and the latter in 
Scotland. and that  i t  is partly to this fact that  Scottish hlasonry. owes that  
continuity to  which T havc already alluded. Bu t  the answer to  such a question 
ought not in these days to be a matter of opinion: and one of my objects in this - " 

paper is to indicate some of the lines on which careful research may and should 
throw light on the  whole subject. 



To begin with,  i t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  a localised or Town Gild of hlasons 
capable of building a C h u r c l ~  or Cathedral would be, generally, a rather  
unnecessary body. The  s tandard  of skill required, a s  well as  t h e  differences i n  
?,cccfPrirl between this  type  of building and  the  domestic architecture of the  town. 
v~ould make i t  impossible f o r  a n  ordinary town t o  support  such a gild of its OWII: 
and  one imagines t h e  travelling h1aso11 coming t o  bui ld,  and  moving on to another 
neighbourhood a t  t h e  completion of the  ~ v o r k .  This. i n  fact ,  constitutes t h e  
fundamental difference between t h e  l l a s o ~ i s '  Craf t  and  all  ot,hers, and is perhaps 
t h e  basis of tlle t e rm ' F r e e  ' as ra ther  peculiarly applied t o  t h e  Alason. A 
Cathedral City. however, might  well maintain such a body. a t  a n y  rate  during 
periods of b u i l d i ~ ~ g  act ivi ty:  a11d i t  shoulcl be interesting t o  see whether the  fact 
is reflected i n  the  City records of appre~lticeships aud  freedonls conferred. 

Norwich is fo r tuna te  i n  having a complete calendar of i t s  freemen from 
1317 to 1603 in pr int .  S t a r t i ~ l g  from 1360.' we find two periods-1421-50 and  
1571-90-in which tlie figures rise t o  double or treble what  wollld otherwise be 
a n  average of 5 per decade. Now Norwich possesses a very remarkable number- 
probably a record for i t s  population-of Parish Churches, a largc, number of 
which appear t o  be  of mid-fifteenth cen tury :  while t h e  only large building 
operation 011 the  Cathedral  dur ing  t h e  period was between 1580 and  1590. The  
figures t h u s  seem t o  m e  t o  show t h a t  i t  was t h e  Town Gild whicll undertook 
both the  Churches and  t h e  Cathedral .  Tf Norwich possessed the Chapter 
accounts for the  period. i t  would perhaps be possible t o  check this,  by  identifying 
t h e  men employed with names on t h e  roll of freemen. 

York is more for t ,unate ,  as  both Alinster and  City records have bcen 
preserved. But here t h e  s ta te  of affairs appears t o  have been different. Of 
71 h1aso11s. carpenters. and  glaziers, employed a t  t h e  Minster between about 
1350 and 1440, only 23-12 AIasons. 6 carpenters. and  5 glaziers-appcar as 
freemen of the  city. The  Minster.  then.  had  a separate  body of operatives. 
though doubtless i t  drew on t h e  city a t  times. A n d  this  p r o b a b i l i t , ~  is f ~ u t h e r  
emphasized when we find t h a t  several hlinster operatives. who also appear 011 the  
city roll of f ~ e e ~ n l e n ,  did no t  obtain t h e  freedom of t,he ci ty  un t i l  ccffer they had 
worked a t  the  Minster.  Thus.  Williani Colchester. Xas te r  Nason  of the Cathedral 
f rom 1415 t o  1419. did not  obtain t h e  freedom of t h e  city un t i l  1416: while 
J o h n  Coverhani, glazier a t  t h e  l.linster in  1419, obtained i t  i n  1425. 

B u t  York,  like Norwich. has  a remarkably large number  of churclles i n  
the  Perpendicular style-i.~..  h i l t  during a period commencing a t  about 1370 : 
and there is a great  increase i n  t h e  number of ad~uissions t o  t h e  freedom of t h e  a 

city in  the  building t rades a t  just t h a t  period. Considering t h e  two centuries 
from 1300 t o  1500.2 i n  t h e  early p a r t  the averagtr en t ry  per  decade for ITasons 
was under 4.  and  for  all  t h e  building trades 1 6 :  while i n  the  la t ter  par t  t h e  
figures were respectively 5 and  45. B u t  from 1360 t o  1430 t h e  average entries 
were 12 and 69 respectively per decade-figures which st,rougly suggest t h a t  i t  
was tlle City Masons who bui l t  t h e  churches. 

h ly  own view is t h a t  towns such as  York and Norwich were probably 
esceptional in their  pos~ession of Town Gilds capable of doing such work : and  
t h a t  very likely t h e  end of t h e  fourteenth century marked a change (temporary 
or permanent) to  a s ta te  of affairs  in  which this  was tlie case. Previously, no 
doubt .  the  Tow11 Gild would have a~s i s ted  t h e  ' mobile ' or skilled element with 
the ' laying ' and other  comparatively unskilled par t s  of tlie work, just as  the  
Cistercian monks prohably took par t  with t h e  trained Arasons ill t h e  building of 
their own Abbeys. I n  th i s  connection. i t  is interesting t o  read the  story of 
Buckfast Abbey. lately restored from its foundations by  t h e  Benedictine Com- 
munity which settled b y  its ruins  i n  1882. The  present Abbey has  taken eighteen 
years to bu i ld :  t h e  nuniber of ' b r o t h e r s '  employed dur ing  t h a t  time having 
averaged four, while a t  no t ime did i t  exceed six. A n d  of all those employed, 
with the  exception of one who had  been a l Iason ,  and  one who was ' .  sent to  

1 See Table 1 a t  end. 
"ee Table 2 a t  end. 



Exeter  for  a few weeks to  learn stone-carving." every one learnt  his Craf t  a t  
this buildiiig. Aga in ,  a t  this  very t ime there is  proceeding a n  iilteresting 
restoration of t h e  beautiful Norman cliurcll a t  I>almeny, near  Edinburgh ,  where 
all work is  being done voluntarily by t h e  parishioners under  t h e  guidance of 
two Nasons. 

Such facts a s  these may  well revolutionise our  ideas as  t o  t h e  training 
and funct ions of t h e  men who bui l t  our medieval Abbeys. Churches, and  Castles. 
B u t  t h a t  i n  early days there was a distinctioli between t h e  ' Nason ' and the  
' layer ' there seems to be no d o u b t :  and on this  question I cannot refrain from 
referrinp t o  London.  

D 

London,  if tlie membership of its Companies was known,  would doubtless 
reveal decisive evidence as  to  the  respective parts  played by  the  local AIason and 
the visitor. A s  i t  is. we llave one outstallding fact which ni,ry perhaps throw a 
litt le light oil i t .  and  a t  the  risk of laying myself open t o  ridicule. I throw out 
the  suggestion t h a t  t h e  quarrel  between the  masons who were hewers and tlie - - 
masons who were layers, '  i n  1356. represents just the  same tu rn ing  point as 
seenis t o  have occurred a t  Norwich and York.  I f  t h e  hewers ' represented the  
skilled Church builders-by t h a t  t ime localised ' i n  t h e  City,  owing to the  scope 
afforded-and t h e  layers.' the  unskilled b u t  old-established Town Gild then the  
time was bound to come when t h e  two bodies would merge into one a n o t h e ~  
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and t h a t  is  exactly what  happened a t  t h e  settlement which was effected bet,ween 
them. T h e  operative ' charge ' forbidding t h e  ' Illason ' to  ' make 111011ld, square. 
or rule t o  n o  layer ' a t  a n y  r a t e  makes i t  clear t h a t  t h e  la t ter  belonged to a 
building t r a d e  on a definitelj- lower footing. I t  may  not be irrelevant to  mention 
tllat when visiting buildiligs in  Scotland. l have repeatedly heard IIasons '  Marks 
referred to  as  ' hewers' marks . '  

T h a t  a number  of large towus h a d ,  by t h e  middle of t h e  fifteenth century.  
t.heir o w l  Gilds, capable of undertaking buildings of all  classes, seems probable : 
but  I callnot help thinking,  on general grounds, t h a t  th i s  must  have been t h e  
exception, ratller tl ian t h e  rllle. I f  I am r ight .  then  t h e  very interesting question 
arises, wha t  happened to t h e  ' mobile ' Nasoils af ter  t h e  Reformation. when 
Church and  Abbey building practically ceased for a time. It has often been 
suggested t h a t  they inust have drifted into t h e  towns, a n d  been absorbed into 
the  Town Gilds:  and  t h e  rather  marked advance i n  t h e  s tandard of domestic 
building i n  t h e  Elizabethan age has been pointed to  as  a n  indication of this. 
R,olls of freemen might  reveal th i s :  b u t  t h e  marked increase of adnlissiolis a t  
Norwich in 1570-90 is probahly too late t'o bc due  to  this cause. N y  only other 
a t t empt  t o  test the suggestion by  refereuce to  rolls of freemen has  resulted i n  
the cliscovery of t h e  following most surprising fact  :- 

.I A n  analysis of t h e  York records for t h e  vixteenth century reveals a fairly 
steady increase in  t h e  number  of adni i~sions ill the  building t rades generally, from 
29 in t h e  first decade to 60 in t h e  last.  with a n  average of 45. B u t  during t h e  
whole cen tury  there a re  only recorded seven &lasons and  t,wo Freemasons-the 
,l!tasons occurriiig in  t h e  first four  decades. while both Freemasons occur in  the  
last. I d o  not  a t  t h e  moment  propose to  offer a n y  esplanat ion of this  remark- 
able f a c t :  I will ret,urn t o  it la ter .  

B u t  whether I am r igh t  or w o l l g  in m y  belief t h a t  a mobile class of 
I\Iason persisted generally up  t o  the  time of t h e  Reformation-i.c. .. u p  to t h e  
middle of t h e  sixteenth century-one fact seems t o  s tand out  c lea r :  t h a t  i t  is 
t o  the  Town Gild t h a t  we must  look for the  preservation of t h e  esoteric element 
in  Masonry ( i f ,  indeed, i t  existed) through t h e  century and  a llalf which preceded 
the  formation of our  Grand  Lodge. 

It is i n  t h e  ' acception ' of the  London Company alone t h a t  we find more 
or less clear indications of anvthi iw of tlie kind much before 1700:  and I an1 
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convinced t h a t  there is much important  work xvaiting t o  be done. Some years 
ago 1 at tempted t h e  analysis of t h e  records of t h e  Borough of K e n d a l :  and  I 
satisficd myself. if no one else. t h a t  soinething of special interest.  and entirely 



different from o r c l i l ~ a r ~  t r a d e  b~isiness, was going on i n  t h e  Trade  Colnpally of 
t h e  U7rights (which inc l~ tded  all  t h e  buildillg trades) i n  t h e  last half of t h e  
sixteenth century. So f a r  as I know, 110 such records, outside London. whether 
reprinted or no t ,  have ever been subjected t o  a similar sc ru t iny :  and yet the  
rolls of freemen and  regulations and  accounts of Trade  Gilds exist in  niany of 
our  towns, and only such a scrutiny can reveal what  we a re  seeking--the con- 
t inui ty of the lllasonic t radi t ion during t h e  sixteent'h and  seventeenth cel~turies. 

As to  the  lines along which snch a scrutiny should proceed. i t  is 
impossible to  lay down a n y  rules. Each  case must  be allowed t o  develop aloug its 
own. A t  Canterbury,  for  instance, there has survived a book of accounts of t h e  
Company or Fellowsllip of Masons. &c. (containing all t h e  building trades),  for a 
period of about a century previous t o  t h e  formation of our  Grand  Lodge :  t h a t  is to  
say. i t  covers a period dtlring which extensive restoration work was carried out  
a t  t h e  Cathedral,  a n d  reaches a point only a few years before t h e  formation of 
t h e  first Lodge in Cante rbury .  This Company was, of course, primarily a 
purely operative one :  b u t  there a r e  ~ e v e r a l  curious features, such as  irregularities 
i n  t h e  fees paid. and above all t h e  impression t h a t  several of i t s  members were 
well-to-do citizens who were not  operatives. which seem to me  t o  point to  some- 
th iug  esoteric. I f  a n y  of i t s  members could be  identified with early ~nenlbers 
of the  Lodge a t  t h e  Red  Lion ,  of 1731, there would be a strong case for this  
view. 

I have already alluded t o  t h e  sudden cessation in t h e  series of Masons a t  
York in the  sixteenth cel1tury.l Af te r  1540. there is only one entry i n  110 
years:  after which, 27 names appear  i n  the  n e s t  110. Ent r ies  of Freemasons 
b ~ y i / ~  a t  the  end of t h e  sixteenth century,  and  continue fair ly  steadily a t  an 
average rate  of one per decade up  to 1760. Whether  t h e  distinction between 

 aso on ' and  ree em as on ' is s ig&ican t  or no t ,  I am unable to  s a y  bu t  out 
of seven cases i n  which a Freemason is referred t o  a second t ime i n  the  roll, in 
four cases he is described merely as  a I\dason. It is t h u s  likely t h a t  of the  28 
Masons appearing between 1590 a n d  1760, some should by  r ights  be  turned over 
to  increase t h e  list of 16 Freemasons of the  same period. It is perhaps worth 
mentioning t h a t  a n  en t ry  of l744 describes one Charles Ni t ley  as ' carver and 
free-working mason.' 

B u t ,  however they were named,  the  remarkable fact  remains t h a t  just 
when we might  expect t o  see evidence of a n  influx of Preemasons, we actually 
find a break of some fifty years  (from 1540 to 1590) dur ing  which AIasons of 
110 class appear :  and  then  t h e  Freemason appears for t h e  first t ime  on the  York 
rolls. A n d ,  again a t  considerable r ~ s k .  I venture t o  p u t  forward a tentative 
explanation. 

N y  suggestion is t h a t  a C o n ~ p a n y  or Gild of Freemasons-one whose 
members did not  appear  on t h e  City 's  roll of freemen-localised itself in York 
in mid-sixteenth century,  and  t h a t  i t  became t h e  normal practice for a City 
l l ason  to join i t .  B u t  i t  was growing increasingly speculative, and had,  by  
the  end of the  century,  become virtually non-operative. This  is,  af ter  all ,  only 
just what is known t o  have happened,  fo r  example, a t  Edinburgh  and  Dumfries 
and  probably St i r l ing,  only about  a century la ter .  The  operative Freemason is 
thus  driven t o  appear  anlong t h e  other  Trades on t h e  City 's  roll of freemen ; 
while the speculative body rema,ins concealed (owing t o  lack of documentary 
evidence) until  brought  t o  l ight  i n  t h e  early AIinntes of t h e  old York Lodge. 
One thing is certain-that a careful  scrutiny of all t h e  names of known members 
of the  old York Lodge shows almost every t rade  represented among i ts  member- 
ship. A trace of i ts  old operative connection is perhaps revealed in t h e  fact 
t h a t  no less than  six of i t s  members were employed i n  t h e  building of Castle 
IIoward in t h e  early part. of t h e  eighteenth century,  only one of whom is also 
found in t h e  City 's  roll of freemen. 

B u t  I want  t o  leave t h e  Town Gild, and re tu rn  t'o t h e  Travelling i\Iason. 
There is another line of research available. which I will t r y  t o  indicate by 

l See Table 3 at end 



examples. The  rapidi ty with which the  thir teenth century,  or Ear ly  English. 
style of architecture spread and  cstablished itself over England  has often puzzled 
the  s tudent ' :  a n d  has convinced many of the  existence of a high .degree of 
organisation i n  t h e  Craf t  a t  t h a t  time. I n  a few cases we can actually trace 
the  hancl which helped to sprcad a new i d e a ;  i11 others we can see how a n  
idea was copied. Thus.  soon af ter  Salisbury Cathedral  was well begun. Bishop 
Poore, who had  inspired t h e  lundertaking, was t ranslated t o  D u r h a m :  and he 
took with him Elias  de  Dere l~an l ,  t h c  Architect of Sa,lisbury. The  earliest 
thir teenth century work a t  Durham is  t h u s  the  Chapel of t h e  Nine Altars .  which 
ill some of i t s  details strongly resembles work a t  Salisbury, and  which was 
planned by  Bishop Poore and  partially carried out  b y  Dereham. B u t  t h e  idea 
of t h e  Nine  Al ta rs .  which was coinineiiccd i n  1242, was undoubtedly suggested 
by t h e  similar work a t  Founta ins  Abbey,  which seems t o  have been finished by  
a i o u t  1247. S o  we see something of &e way i n  which a new idea,  or a new 
st,yle. was carried a b o u t :  though the style which was new t o  1)urham was by  no 
means new t o  t h e  N o r t h ,  for t h e  Nine Al ta rs  Chapel of Founta ins  itself presents 
a beaut iful  example of t h e  Ear ly  English style. W e  can perhaps go even fur ther  
afield. It has  been said t h a t  architectural styles i n  Scotland a re ,  roughly, a 
century la te r  t h a n  i n  England .  B u t  among other  except'ions we find Glasgow 
Cathedral .  which is almost exactly contemporary with Salisbury. and which so 
reflects t h e  spir i t  of t h a t  building t h a t  some have found i t  difficult to  believe t h a t  
t h e  builders of Glasgow Cathedral had not actually been a t  Salisbury. 

A b o u t  a century before, Flambard had  been a t  work a t  Durham.  while 
Abbot  I-Iugll's work a t  Selby Abbey seems to have been only a few years la ter .  
A n d  a sufficiently close connection has been observed hetween t h e  two buildings 
t o  make i t  exceedingly probable t h a t  t h e  same Architect was employed for both.  
The resenlblances do no t  stop a t  the general sinlilarity of t h e  plans, with their  
ra ther  unusual  circular columns, with spiral mouldings, placed ill t h e  same relative 
positioip, b u t  extend t o  actual oriianlental details on t h e  bases of t h e  coluinns and 
in a string-course round t h e  walls. This ra ther  strongly suggests t h a t  some of 
t h e  iiidividual Craftsmen.  as well as  t h e  Architect.  went from Durham to Selbv. 
a n d  perhaps points to  t h e  migration of a whole Lodge. I may add .  t h a t  a t  lcast 
one Par i sh  Church-that a t  Kirltby Lousdale. i n  TT'estmorland-bears a strong 
impress of t h e  same hand  or  group. 

Earl ier  still ,  among pre-Conquest remains. strong local peculiarities may 
be f o ~ u l d .  cuch as  the  basi l~can plan i n  south-east England .  or t h e  characteristic 
towers of Lincolnshire : while t h e  very renlarkable resemblance between t h e  crypts 
at  I-Iexham and  Ripon would point to  the  same h a n d ,  even if we did liot know 
t h a t  each was t h e  work of Wilfr id .  

X a n y  other  examples of known or inferred coniiection be tveen  buildings 
might  be brought  forward,  b u t  I think T have said enough to show those who 
are unfamil iar  with t h e  comparative s tudy of Archi tecture t h a t  t h e  story of t h e  
Craf t  is t o  some extent  written i n  the works which i t  has  left. I ought .  perhaps. 
to apologise for going so f a r  from speculative i \ h - o n r y  a s  we know i t :  bllt I 
must  emphasise m y  opinion t h a t  one of t h e  first steps towards t h e  discovery of 
the  esoteric i n  t h e  medieval Craf t  mus t  be a thorough understanding of t h e  
operative. The  Old Charges point.  as  early a s  t h e  fourteenth century,  to  a 
Fra te rn i ty  spread over t h e  Realin, with periodical meetings for  business which 
they were bound t o  a t t end  if within a certain dis tance;  a n d  t h e  t r u t h  of the  
references is confirmed by t'he well-known Sta tu te  of H e n r y  VI. .  of 1425 : and  
n o  avenue of research should be  lc f t  unexplored which may br ing  t o  light anything 
of t h e  conditions under  which they lived and moved a n d  worked. 

W i t h  this  apology, I approach one more, t o  me  ra ther  fascinating line of 
speculation based on a n  actual  l~n i ld ing .  The records of P o r k  freemen commence 
in 1272 : and  for  a considerable period almost every en t ry  is distinguished by a 
' place-nan~e ' ra ther  t h a n  a proper surname.  t h e  l a t t e r  becoming t h e  rule rather  
t h a n  t h e  exception a t  about  thc  beginning of t h e  fifteenth century.  W e  must .  
of course, hesitate before assuming t h a t  say. Jacobus de  K i r k h a m  actually came 



t o  York from Kirkham.  a s  he  might  have been merely t h e  son of one who did. 
B u t .  bearing this  in  m i n d ,  i t  still seenis t o  me  a c ~ ~ r i o u s  fact  t h a t ,  of t h e  nine 
entries under tlie name of Pa t r ing ton ,  or de  Pat,rillgton. between 1352 and 1422 
(and there are  110 others),  no less t h a n  four a re  described as  3lasons. two as 
wrights, and one as  a carpenter-the other  two being respectively a ' barbour ' 
and  a skinner. A n d  we must  not forget t h a t  a Willianl de  Pa t r ing ton ,  mason. 
was working a t  Westnlinster f rom 1351 t o  1358. Now Pa t r ing ton  possesses what  
is,  if not  the  most. beautiful Parish Church ill England .  a t  least one which is 
second to none i n  t,he perfection of i ts  detail ,  des ig i~ ,  and  e ~ e c u t ~ i o n .  I s  i t  a 
coincidence t h a t  this small village should have tu rned  out so n l a l ~ y  men of t h e  
building t rades:  or is i t  possible t l ia t  Patringt,on may have actually served as 
i n  some sense a school for  l l a s o n s ?  A n d  I will go a lit t le fu r ther .  and  ask : 
I s  i t  only a coincidence t h a t .  whatever we may make of t h e  claims p u t  forward 
for the  S t .  Clair family. t h e  Chapel a t  Rosslyn may fair ly  be  described a s  the  
most perfect workmanship of i ts  kind i n  the Rritish Isles: or is i t  possible t h a t  
t h e  S t .  Clairs rcally did have (shall we say) special i\lasonic facilities as  early 
as  t h e  fifteenth century.  when t h e  Chapel was b u i l t ?  

W e  know. i n  fact .  extraordinarily lit t le about  t,he ' personnel ' of t h e  Craft  
i n  early days. and I know of very few writers who have at tempted t o  get beliind 
the  works of tlie Craf t ,  a n d  t o  discover something of i t s  organisation, the  relative 
s tatus  and functions of t h e  men .  and t h e  conditions under  which thev worked. 
T h a t  these subjects m a y  before long receive adequate at tent ion is suggested by 
t h e  recent pubhcation of two books which should be of t h e  greatest interest to  
Craf t  students--I refer t o  AI. S .  Briggs' T h e  .4rth1f(.ct 111 I l / r for , i /  (1937) and 
G .  G. Coulton's - I r f  (~1it7 f l ip f i ~ f o r l l l ( ? f ~ o t ~  (1928)-both. T believe, by  non- 
Masons. The whole subiect is one in  which members of our  Fra te rn i tv  might  

d " 
well lead the  and  i n  a nunlber of cases I fcel sure t h a t  a Freemason. 
going over the  same ground with a keen eye for evidence. might  have found still 
more abundant  mater ial  of interest.  And  I throw i t  ou t  as  a suggestion to 
any  Brother who wishes to  do constructive work, and  does not  know-where to  
begin, t h a t  probably a careful s tudy  of the fabric rolls or building accounts of 
any  of our Cathedrals-and there must  be  much unpublished, as  well as published. 
mat te r  which has never been so examined-will furnish evidence of t h e  highest 
value. 

B u t  when we go t o  t h e  buildings of t h e  past t o  learn from them what they 
have to tell us  of t h e  Craf t  and  i t s  organisation. there is  one feature,  hi ther to 
almost untouched, which I believe may yield most f ru i t fu l  results-the ;r\lasons' 
Marks. It is pret ty  generally admit ted t h a t  these marks  were virtually the  
signatures of t h e  individuals who cu t  the  stones. and  so, by  a careful search, we 
ought to  be able to  follow t h e  Mason f rom building to building. B u t  the  marks 
are  for the  most p a r t  very s lmple;  and we can be by  n o  means sure t h a t  the  
same mark.  even over a small area or a short period of t ime.  always indicates 
the  same Alason. B u t  if we can trace a group  of marks  a s  appearing on several 
buildings. then we shall be  able t o  reconstruct t h e  travellings of something more 
interesting t h a n  a n  individual Mason. namely, those of a Lodge. So fa r  a s  I 
know only one complete county series. as such, h a s  ever been collected. and this  
is t o  be found in t h e  final volume of t h e  Historical ,710numents Conlnlission on 
Essex. B u t  t h a t  t h e  possibility of tracing a group of i\Iasons is  by  no means 
remote is shown in th i s  collection by  a group of no less t h a n  six marks, all 
appearing together i n  two fifteenth century churches about  four  miles apar t .  

I have written a n d  spoken on more t h a n  one occasion on this  subject .  bu t  
I cannot resist tlie temptat iou t o  reiterate m y  belief t h a t  t h e  complete and 
systenlatlc collection of i\Iasons' N a r k s  over large areas is probably t h e  most 
valuable work we can do a t  present towards t h e  recovery of t h e  lost story of t h c  
C r a f t  and t h a t  t h e  results of such a collection would be  as  valuable t o  t h e  
s tudent  of Architecture a s  t o  t h e  Freemason. A n d  I a m  glad to be able to  
record two organized nlovenlents i n  this  direction-in t h e  Provinces of Shrol~shirc  
and Durham. 



I do no t  propose here to  make suggestions as  t o  t h e  collection a n 2  classifica- 
tion of marks,  b ~ ~ t  will content inyself with saying t h a t  t h e  work is simple 
though valuable, and  t h a t  any  Brother with fair ly  good eyesight and  a taste for  
old buildings can do good service. 

Last ly ,  I come to perhaps tlie most int imate of all t h e  relics of our  Nasonic 
forefathers-the Old Charges. I t  is, I th ink ,  hardly necessary for me  to point 
out  the  importance of the  s tudy of these docunients b y  a n y  s tudent  who seriously 
undertakes the  exploration of t,he early history of our  Craft .  Playing.  as  they 
seem to have done, a n  iniportant  par t  i11 the  system of Masonry, and  amended. 
as  they certainly were from t ime t o  t ime,  i t  is only na tura l  t h a t  they should 
reveal much valuable information as to  t h e  organisation of t h e  Craf t .  

B u t  a g rea t  deal of this-perhaps most-has been extracted. and is t'o be 
found embedded i n  t h e  classic works of such s tudents  a s  H u g h a n .  Gould, and 
Begen~ann .  The  work which now awaits t h e  s tudent  is of a ra ther  different 
type,  being largely of t h e  na ture  of ' textual  criticism.' I will indicate the  sort 
of th ing  by a n  example, though here, as elsewhere, i t  is almost impossible to 
anticipate t h e  lines along which t h e  s tudy of a MS.  will proceed. 

Till recently, t h e  so-called R a r r i s  I<ranch was a small group consisting of 
7-nvenance, three AISS.-one located a t  I)unifries, and t h e  other  two of doubtful  p--  

though t h e  latest of t h e  t r io  (of tlie second half of t h e  eighteenth century) shows 
evidence of a London origin. Wi th in  t h e  last two years. however, two niore 
copies have come to light.  These are t h e  TT-trl'litce H r n t o u  and t h e  B r o o k  l l i l l s  
MSS.,  both now i n  t h e  Grand Lodge Libra ry ,  a n d  hailing respect'ively from 
Herefordshire and Nottingllamshire. Of course, we cannot  say with a n y  certainty 
t h a t  t h e  origins of these MSS. a re  correctly represented by  t h e  places where they 
were discovered: b u t  a t  least vie have t h e  appearance of a very wide-spread text .  
and one which suggests t h a t  the  original, whether in t h e  hands  of a n  individual 
or a Lodge, travelled extensively during t h e  la t ter  p a r t  of t h e  seventeenth 
century. T h e  work t o  be done on these BISS. probably consists largely of t h e  
comparison of their  t ex t  with other  groups. t o  ascertain where and when i t  took 
i ts  present form. and .  conversely. influenced others. Such a conlparison reveals 
a t  least one other  locality associated with this t e x t :  for t h e  T h o .  ( 'cirv~irh.  AIS.. 
of early eighteenth century,  which probably hails f rom South  Lancashire, is t o  
a large extent  based on t h e  Har r i s  text .  

The  reconstruction of tlie wanderings of this t e x t  might  t h u s  throw a flood 
of light on Craf t  history in  la te  seventeenth century.  B u t  i t  is tedious and 
difficult work :  and  though we a re  in  real need of a few determined students 
who a re  willing to  undertake i t .  i t  is  only fair  t o  warn them of the  labour 
involved in t h e  necessary collation of I I S S .  in search of t h e  often very slight clues 
which may reveal t h e  object pursued. 

T h e  whole, question of t h e  location of t h e  known copies of t h e  Old Charges 
presents features  of interest :  for ,  so fa r  as.we know t h e  probable sources of these 
N S S . ,  with t h e  exception of one from Herefordshire. one from South  Wales. and 
two from t h e  Midlands, there a re  no copies of earlier d a t e  t h a n  1700 hailing 
from south of l a t .  53 (or, say. south of a line d rawn froin Anglesey to t h e  
W a s h ) :  while eleven can be  associated with what  I may perhaps be allowed to 
call t h e  ' Warr ing ton  a rea . '  i n  Lancashire and Cheshire. and no less t h a n  
sixteen with Yorkshire. Five come from Northumberland a n d  Durham,  and 
eleven seem t o  belong r ight ly to  Scotland. Even if we assunie large proportions 
for the  deliberate burn ing  of " several very valuable 17Ianuscripts" in  1520, 
referred to  b y  Anderson,  and  account to  some extent  i n  this  way for  t h e  paucity 
of south-country o r  London copies. the  north-country preponderance still seems 
t o  have a significauce which i t  would be hard t o  overestimate. and points to a 
chapter of Masonic history which is a t  present entirely unwri t ten.  

Another  chapter-a much more recent one-will be  wri t ten when we 
understand fully t h e  genesis of the  Spencer Family,  t h e  latest group of all. 
A study of t h e  half-dozen versions involved suggests strongly t h a t  the  group 
represents a n  organized effort t o  evade or supersede Anderson 's  Book of 



C:onstitutions. of 1723: and I am by no means without hope that  before lollg 
the  various clues afforded may enable us to discover what individual or party 
was responsible for the effort. 

Such are a few of the problenis with which the  ?tudent of the Old Charges 
is  confronted. The field is open and almost untouched: and the  fact tha t  every 
new-fcuad version a t  once fits into the classification completed more than twenty 
years ago by Uughan and Begeniann suggests t ha t  no ,discovery of new material 
is likely t o  do more than slightly modify any concl~~sions vie may reach. As  to 
the finding of new copies, the last few years have been rich ones: since the 
publication of Hughall 's book in 1895, or thirty-t,hree years ago, twenty-two new 
versions have conle to light. no less than six of which have turned up during the 
last four years. 

And now. Brethren, I have finished my somewhat sketchy survey of some 
of the possibilities open to the student of operative Craft  history. That  this 
is by no means the only branch of research available for the enquirer is made 
clear by the steady flow of original work which is regularly set before our Lodge. 
13ut I feel tha t  the Naster  of this Lodge should welcome and avail hinlself of 
such an opportunity as this to point a way. if not the only way. for his fellow- 
students, and I have tried to  do this. I have indicated a wide region in which 
I believe most valuable work awaits the doing: and if I have awakened in any 
of my hearers an inclination to travel t ha t  way, then I am satisfied that  I have 
not wdsted the opportunity. 

TABLE l .  

Numbers of hlasous obtaining freedom of Norwicl~. 

I cannot explain the curiously conlplete blank in 1431-40. 

Numbers admitted to  the freedom of York, 1300-1500. 

All building 
trades 

7 
8 

16 
20 
2 2 
19 
50 
6 2 
6 6 
77 

All building 
trades 

41 
9 2 
8 3 
5 8 
53 
4 1 
44 
4 7 
44 
3 1 



N~unber s  of AIaso~is and Freemasons admitted a t  York. 

Jlasoiis Freemasons 
1 

-it the subsequent Banquet TT.  l31.o. G ~ O R G E  Non3ris I.P.J[. proposed " The 
Toast of the Worshipful l\lclster ' i n  the following terms:- 

Bro. Poole conles of a scholastic family, his Father having been an 
Assistant Master a t  Charterhouse and he himself is followiilg the same profession, 
but  having besides other occupations and interests. 

Bro. Poole was born a t  Godalnling in 1885, and received his early 
education a t  a Preparatory School there, from which he became an open scholar 
a t  Fettes College. Edinburgh, staying there froin 1898-1904. when he became an 
open mathematical scholar a t  Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, and took a 
2nd Class. Mathematical Tripos in 1907. 

I l e  was then appointed Assistant Master a t  King's  School, Canterbury. 
his subjects being Mathematics and Geography; but  he managed to find time 
for many other things as well, for he obtained a Conlnlission in the O.T.C. in 
1909. and was in conlnland of the School contingent, with the rank of Captain, 
from 1913-15. 

I n  1912 he was ordained Deacon, and in 1913 Priest. 
I n  1908 he was initiated in the United Industrious Lodge 31 . in 1910 

exalted in Bertha R .A .  Chapter 31 .  advanced 1911 in S t .  Illartin's Lodge 262. 
and became a joining member of Q.C. Correspondence Circle in the same year. 

A t  the outbreak of the Great War  he desired to join up. but  could not 
get away from the O.T.C. till ~ icar ly  the end of 1915.  hen he resigned the 
School and received a Con~mission in the 4th Buffs (East Ken t  Regiment) reserve 
unit. Territorial Battalion. I n  Ju ly ,  1916. lie was sent to France and attached to 
8th Royal Warwick Regiment, with which lie had some expelience of the Somme. 
and was then drafted to trench warfare about Hebuterne, where he  got trench 
fever and septic poisoning, and had to go into hospital, and in November. 1916. 
was back in England on sick leave. Early in 1917, in response to a demand 
for Nathematicians, he offered for the R.G.A. ,  and in April took charge of and 
trained a Battery of Siege Artillery. 6in. I-Iowitzers, with which he went in 
Ju ly  and joined the 5 th  Army, serving in front of Ypres during the  latter part 
of the Nessines affair, and also later a t  Paschendael. H e  was, however, taken 
ill and had to  be sent home in November on sick leave. 

I n  1918, being better again and having passed through a course of Anti- 
Aircraft Gunnery, he was sent out again in Narch with Section 144 A.A. ,  and 

1 Already free. "TO already free. 



was for some months just behind P p r e s ,  and  was la ter  transferred to  lines of 
comlxunication a n d  subsequently down to t h e  coast near  Etaples .  where he  
stayed till t h e  Armistice. 

Having been denlobbed i n  February ,  1919, h e  obtained a post as  A?sistant 
hlaster a t  Sedbergh School, and  was also appointed Capta in  and  Seconcl-in- 
Command of t h e  O.T.C. .  a n d  in 1926 received t h e  Territorial Decoration for 
having completed twenty years '  service. 

I n  1919 he was a Founder  of IVinder Lodge 3984, and  blaster in  1923:  
i n  this same year admit ted ful l  member of Q.C. Lodge. a n d  i n  1925 was 
appointed Prov.  Gd.  Chaplain.  Cumberland & Westmorland.  

Bro. Poole has  done exceptionally good work in AIasonic Research, the  
following being some of his  papers published in .4 .Q.( . ' .  :-Tlristle 1 1 s .  : Notes on 
t h e  Trade Companies of Kenda l  : Pllasonic Ri tua l  a n d  Secrets before l 7 1 7  ; 
Masonic Song and  Verse of 18th Cent .  : also articles i n  X i s c .  Lut. ,  and Xrcsonic. 
Record, and a Book on  " T h e  Old Charges." 

H e  is also a n  enthusiastic s tudent  and collector of aut ique X a p s ,  and h a s  
edited Mat t .  Par i s '  Maps  of Bri ta in (1250. British Museum),  and is doing 
similar work from mater ial  a t  t h e  Bodleian, and  has fu r ther  work of the kind 
i n  prospect. 

W i t h  all th i s  he  h a s  also t ime for athletics, being fond of Rugger and  
Swimming-he is a t  t h e  present moment suffering from a n  i n j u r y  to  his shoulder 
in the  Football field. a n d  i n  regard to  t h e  Swimming he is  t h e  holder of the Royal 
L i fe  Saving Society 'S ' Award  of Mer i t , '  ' and  is hoping for  t,he Diploma somc 
day.  H e  is also Organizer fo r  t h e  R, .L.S.S.  a t  Sedbergh. 

I think,  Bre thren ,  you will agree with me  t h a t  our  new W.M. has t h e  
g i f t  of being able t o  devote himself t o  many  different activities and  i n  each case 
t o  do so with credit t o  himself and  with advantage t o  o thers :  and  so there is 
n o  doubt he will show t h e  same characteristics dur ing  his year  of office. and I a m  
sure we all welcome him most heartily as our new ruler .  



REVIEWS. 

H I S T O R Y  O F  G U Y  S LOIIGE.  No. 395:  1829-1929. 

IIy 1j1.0. ,Stepheib .ILelloc~~s. 

N 1923 Bro.  F .  W. Bull published a work with t h e  title .-l 
T5;s tory  of I ~ ' ~ ~ r r ~ i i ~ / ~ s o i r r ! / ,  which dealt nlainly with Warwick- 
shire. I n  t h a t  we were given a good deal of informatioil as 
to  G-uy's Lodge with photographs of i ts  many  treasured 
possessions. The  author  s tated.  liowever. t h a t  a s  a result of 
t h e  fire a t  t h e  Hall in  1919. t h e  Minute  Books were " so 
damaged t h a t  they are of lit t le use i n  wri t ing th i s  history." 

On t h e  occasion of t,he Centenary of th i s  fine old Lbdge. 
Bro. Stephen Nellows. P.l 'rov.A.G.l).C..  and  a P a s t  Master of t h e  Lodge. has 
produced a sumptuous history of i t  and  has been able t o  make  use of the  l i i n u t e  
Hcoks t l i roughout ,  except for t h e  period 1842-1847. and  even here he  has been 
able to  make  something of t h e  fragments  t h a t  were saved froni t h e  fire. 

The  original petition is siglled by seven Bretllren, aud  of all of these 
Bro. llellows h a s  given us  more or less full biographical details. These founders 
all had some connection with Leamiugtoil. although th ree  hailed from Lodges i n  
Scot land,  a n d  one froni Birmingham. while the   moving spirit  and  first W.31.. 
Bra. N.  L .  Torre .  was a t  the  time W.X. of Foundat ion Lodge. No. 121, a t  
~Cheltenllam. of which another  Founder  was also a member. T h e  seventh name 
is t h a t  of Capta in  G .  G.  Bar re t t .  who gives as his  Lodge Grand Oriel. Paris .  
Hro. l ie l lows takes th i s  t o  be a n  address, b u t  as  all t h e  other  Founders  give. 
not their  addresses b u t  their  Lodges. t,here can be no doubt  t h a t  i t  is a lliasonic " 
reference t h a t  is  intended,  and  in t h a t  case what  13ro. Rar re t t  meant  c m  only 
have been Grand  O r c e i i f .  B u t  t h e  writing i n  t h e  original petition which I 
have c s a m i i ~ e d ,  is absolutely clear :  the  word is Orrr'J. The  worthy officer \$as 
perhaps himself vague on t h e  point.  H e  never at tended t h e  Lodge and was, 
probably. none too well versed i n  Alasonic phraseology. 

The Lodge did not begin too well. By 1837 i t  was all h u t  defunct.  and 
there are  indications too of internal  dissensions. B u t  t h e  energy of one man,  
Bro. Adams,  restored i t  t o  life. I I i s  first act ,  on reaching t h e  Chair ,  was t o  
strike off twenty  members  i n  arrears ,  and  he re-opened t h e  Lodge with nine 
other Bre thren ,  none of then1 having been a Founder  eight  years previously. 
Since then a s  this  History records, t h e  Lodge has  progressed steadily. It met  
originally i n  t h e  Bedford Hote l ,  which no longer exists. A f t e r  several migiat ions 
i t  took u p  i t s  quar te r s  i n  t h e  iMasonic Rooms. Willes Road ,  formerly known as 
Victoria House.  This property was purcllased by  a syndicate, and  t h e  final 
debt on i t  was extinguished i n  1921. as a Peace Blemorial. It was here t h a t  
the  fire occurred i n  1919, i n  which the  Lodge lost a Banner  and  other  property 
and many of i t s  records. 

A n  interesting local custoin is  recorded. t h e  E.A. .  apparent ly a t  t h e  
next  meeting af ter  his ini t ia t ion,  repeats in  open Lodge his Obligation. having 
committed ~t t o  memory,  as  t h e  au thor  says. ' despite Emulat ion."  W e  may 
echo his hope t h a t  t h e  Lodge will jealously preserve this  interest ing,  and  long- 
established addition t o  ordinary Lodge practice. T h e  Lodge possesses a 
historic Gavel, which Bro.  B1111 had called t h e  ' Warwickshire Gavel," b u t  
Bro. Xellows, no doubt  correctly, prefers to  call i t  " Guy's Gavel." It has 
on i t  plates conmlemorating t h e  numerous occasions on which i t  has  been used 
f o r  laying Foundat ion Stones. 



A t  1 1 1 ~  77 t o  82 the  au thor  gives very full details of t h e  Banquet  on one 
of these occasions, which he twice refers to  as  t h e  F o u r t h  Degree:  indeed he 
speaks of the  . .  high s tandard  at ta ined in the  Four th  Degree ceremony." O n e  
would have thought  t h a t  this  misuse of l lasonic phraseology h a d  long since gone 
out of use:  it  is surprising to meet with it  in  a work wri t ten to-day. 

But  the  history generally has been carefully allcl lovingly put  together, 
and is b e a ~ l t i f l ~ l l y  got u p  and  prilited. with a fine series of illustrations. 

December, 1929. LIONEL VIUERT 

I - I A L l F A X  B r I I D E R S  I N  O X F O R D .  

111 .-L.(,).C'. xl . .  there was a passing reference. a t  p .  208, to  J o h n  a n d  
X c h a e l  Bentley, Freenlasons of t h e  city of Osford ,  J o h n  being one of t h e  
chief I\lasons a t  Ider ton.  I n  t h e  T ~ ~ r t t s ~ r c t i o n s  (1928) of t h e  H-alifas A n t i q u a r i a ~ l  
Society. X r .  T. W. Hanson has  a valuable paper on Hal i fax  builders in  Oxford. 
which gives us  a g rea t  deal of additional information.  The  Nasons who went 
from Halifax t o  Osford were J o h n  Ackroyd and  J o h n  13elitley with two of 
Bentley's brothers. 

J o h n  Ackroyd and  his brothers had previously bui l t  t h e  new Graniniar 
Scliool of Queen Elizabeth a t  H e a t h .  near  Hal i fax ,  of which nothiug now 
remains b u t  a rose window. They were alinost certainly employed on many 
private ho[~ses  iu t h e  neighboluhood, and  t h e  association with Oxford was d u e  
t o  the fact t h a t  Sir  H e n r y  Savile. Warden  of i\lerton College. was born a t  
Rradley Hal l ,  close t o  Hal i fax .  and  Bradley H a l l  itself was bui l t  by t h e  Ackroyd 
brothers. 

The  Bentleys. J o h n  and  Alichael, were t rade  par tners  with the  Ackroyds. 
their native place being El land .  

Sir  T. G .  Jackson refers t o  t h e  shortage of skilled Masons a t  Oxford a t  
the  time. which explains why t h e  architects of W a d h a m  were imported from 
Somerset. ancl those of N e r t o n  from Halifax.  It appears  t h a t  the  Charter  of 
Incorporation of t h e  Masons o'f Oxford of 1604 (pr inted i n  ful l  i n  J .Q .C .  xl . )  
was not without i ts  influence iri producing th i s  s ta te  of affairs. The  incorporat,ed 
t r a d e  was t>empted t o  t r y  and  dictate to  t h e  University authorities, who promptly 
retaliated by  import ing craftsmen. Relations between t h e  University and  t h e  
City Gilds were very s t rained,  and  t h e  imported Masons found things made very 
unpleasant fo r  t h e m  in t h e  City.  So much so t h a t  Sylvester Pearson. a n  
associate of Ackroyd a n d  Bentley. appears t o  have  formed some sort of Free-  
masons' gild for  those working for  the  University authorities. This possibly 
exulains whv t h e  memorial tablets  in  Oxford t o  Ackrovd and Bentlev bore t h e  
a r k  of the" Freemasons. I n  fact these northern worGmen came t o U 0 x f o r d  as 
gild-breakers, and  they  succeeded i n  restoring p a c e  a t  all events. since we find 
the  names of Triplet t .  Maddocks a n d  Bur ton ,  who a r e  all  mentioned i n  t h e  
Charter i n  t h e  AIerton building accounts a t  a la ter  date .  

Alerton Grea t  Quad  was bui l t  by J o h n  Bentley a n d  J o h n  Ackroyd, a n d  
Anthony Bentley is also mentioned. Thonlas I l o l t .  another  Yorkshireman, was 
associated with them as master  carpenter.  W e  also find A r t h u r  Bentley and  
Martin Ackroyd. M r .  Hanson gives lengthy extracts  f rom t h e  building accounts, 

F r o m  Merton they  went on to Bodley S University L ibra ry ,  and t h e  
Schools Quadrangle with t h e  celebrated Tower of t h e  Five Orders, and  
we now find LIichael Bentley associated with them.  T h e  ~ n o n ~ ~ m e n t a l  
inscriptions t o  t h e  Hal i fax  Masons a t  Oxford a re  preserved for us  in 
t h e  copies made  by  Anthol ly Wood,  and M r .  Hanson  gives us  full  transcripts of 
their  Wills as  well and  of t h e  inventories made  of the i r  estates. The paper  
adds materially to  our  knowledge of a very interesting group  of craftsmen. 

December. 1920. LIOXEL VIBERT. 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 

HE CENTENARY MEDAL O F  T H E  GRAND MASTER'S 
LODGE OF IRELAND.-I have been lucky enough to acquire 
recently. through the good offices of Brother Harry  Uladon, a 
specimen of the medal struck in the year 1849 to commenlorate 
the centenary of the Grand Master's Lodge of Ireland, and both 
the Lodge and its medal are worthy of a note. 

Spratt  in his ( 'oic.stif l /t ioi~.s (1751) tells us t ha t  on 
3rd ~ a n u a r ~  1749150 i t  was reported to  the Grand Lodge tha t  

the Grand Master had been pleased to form a new Lodge in I h b l i n  to be known 
as the Grand Master's Lodge. Among the original members were: Lord 
Kingsborough. Grand Master, Sir ILlarnladuke Wyvill. Bar t . .  Pas t  Grand Xaster. 
John Pnt land.  Deputy Grand Xaster. Boyle Lennox and the  Hon. Roderick 
1\IcKenzie. G r a ~ l d  \Tardens. Contrary to the usual Irish practice, the Lodge 
received no n~unber .  and was formed with the express purpose of limiting the 
nienlbership to Grand Officers. This limitation continued, more or less, in force. 
I believe. until the year 1893. 

The Grand Lodge having received the report : - 

Ordered tha t  a register be opened in the Grand register-book for the 
said Lodge and tha t  the same shall henceforth be distinguished and 
known by the denomination of the Grand Xaster 's  Lodge. and all or 
any of the members thereof who may a t  any time think proper to 
visit the Grand Lodge. shall take place of every other Lodge on the 
Registry. or roll books of t h ~ s  ICingdom. and tha t  each and every of 
them shall be as fully entitled to all and every of the privileges and 
freedoms thereof, as any other menlber or members tha t  this Grand 
Lodge is composed of." 

This privilege of a right to attend Grand Lodge and vote therein remained 
with every Veinber who was a Araster i\lason, quite irrespective of his ever having 
served as Master or Warden.  light down to  the year 1837. The members of the 
Lodge are still entitled to a Grand Oficer's salute, and wear an apron tha t  differs 
from a Grand Officer's only in having the letters G.31.L. on the flap. We own 
a specimen of this apron in our Q.C. 3luseum. 

I n  addition to the foregoing privileges, for very many years the Grand 
Xaster's Lodge possessed the right of reconlnlending to Grand Lodge the names 
of those to be elected as new Grand Officers. (Perhaps I should emphasize the 
fact that  in Ireland from Time Immemorial in Grand Lodge and subordinate 
Lodges we have always elected all the officers, not appointed some of them. as 
in England.) As  a matter of pure history. I had better add tha t  the  Grand 
Lodge did not always adopt the recommendation of the Grand Master's Lodge, 
but  in the great  majority of cases i t  d id :  and if any proof is needed of the 
almost invariable wisdom of such recommendations, i t  may be found in the 
biographical pages of the B I C P I I ~ C ~ I ( I ~ ~  H i s t o r y .  This honourable distinction 
of recommending Grand Officers only ceased in 1842, and it is said that  the 
change was made a t  the instance of the Grand Master's Lodge itself. The free 
renunciation of a great privilege may confer more lasting honour than its reten- 
t i on .  honour then to whom honour is due. 

I cannot at tempt to go further into the history of the  Lodge in this place. 
and i t  mill be enough to add tha t  its name will ever be inseparably connected 
with all tha t  has been best in Irish Freemasonrv. tha t  i t  has a standard of 
working which few other Lodges can equal and none surpass, and tha t  throughout 
its long life i t  has been and still is the pattern of what such a Lodge ought to be. 
Incidentally, i t  is the prototype of all Grand Masters' Lodges tha t  ever have 



been or will be. and our English Grand illaster's Lodge itself was founded in 
imitation of the Irish model. 

These plain ~ ta t emen t s  of fact seem a necessary prologue to what is about to 
follow because i t  is obvious tha t  when a Lodge such as this had to set about 
the nrenaration of a commemorative medal. i t  would demand a trulv national 

1 '  

syn~bolism 111 the design, and not be content to borrow light-heartedly from the 
symbol~sm of other Masonic Constitutions, as too many Irish Lodges often did. 
thus causing much darkening of judgment aud gnashing of teeth among plizzled 
students. The obvious is what happened in this case. The medal is truly and 
tylxcally Irish, in workmanship and in design. 

Through the extreme fraternal kindness of Brother Colonel Claude Cane. 
Deputy Grand Master of Ireland, I have beeu able to discover the artist who 
engraved it.  

I t  was struck by a Dubliii silversmith. Brother Henry  E .  Flavelle, father 
of the late Ileputy Grand Secretary of Ireland. Frother Flavelle. Senior. wa.s 
also the maker of the beautiful silver Ark of the Covenant which forms a 
conspicuous object a t  our Grand Lodge meetings in Ireland. 

The reverse of the medal has the followiilg inscription- 

TSIE MOST NOBLE 1 AUGUSTUS F R E D E R I C K  I DUKE OF 

LEINSTER I GRAND 3lASTER O F  T I I E  / ORDER O F  F R E E  

AND I ACCEPTEI) i\lASONS OmF IRELANI) .  

The Duke was Grand Master of Ireland from 1813 till 1874. 
011 the rim of my specimen is 1796, and if this is intended to mark a 

special date. I frankly confess my inability to  explain it in connection with either 
the Grand firaster's Lodge or the FitzGerald family. 

The obverze of the medal has the legend in Roman lettering round the 
margin : - 

GRAND MASTERS LODGE. CENTENARY 3% J A N y .  5849. 

A t  the top is the All-seeing Eye. Immediately in the rays beneath it 
stands the Grand Master himself. wearing a cocked hat  and the special apron of 
the Grand Master's T,odge, and havlng round his neck the Square pendant from 
a ribbon. Beside him is an Irish Masonic Altar  (though perhaps this may be 
merely a pedestal), decorated with the Five-pointed Star ,  a symbol that  played 
a very illuminating part in the ceremony when I was raised a Master 3Iason. 
though perhaps it may not be ' s t r ic t '  lrish working. 

On this Altar the Grand Xaster is resting a pair of Gold Compasses, the 
special implemcnt of an Irish Grand Master. (Grand Lodge had to purchase a 
new pair in the seventeen-nineties, the former pair having unaccountably dis- 
appeared like Malachi's collar of gold.) I n  his other hand he holds a Trowel. 

The Trowel, which has now disappeared from our Irish working (though. 
as I have been reminded by Brother Claude Cane, i t  is still retained b y  Lnu  on 
the seal which every Lodge has to possess and use in official correspondence), had 
been from the  days of Mrs. Aldworth and the Earl  of Rosse an indispenable 
symbol to distinguish an Irish 3Iason. and the moral doctrines i t  inculcates are 
described a t  length in the Irish Ahknrnn B e - o n  of 1817. W e  inay conclude from 
this medal t ha t  in the year 1849 i t  had not yet been thrown on the scrap-heap. 

To the right of the Grand Master stands part  of a Temple, two pillars 
supporting a pediment, and between them a walled-up Arch of masonry. The 
Keystone of the Arch has eight dots arranged in a circle to represent eight letters 
well known to every Mark Mason. 

The presence of such symbolism on a Craft  medal would appear strange 
to our ideas in Ireland to-day, but  times have changed. I n  those days the 
Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Ireland was much more closely united 
t o  the Grand Lodge than i t  is now. When the S.G.R.A.C. was founded in 1829, 
and for long years afterwards, the Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master by 
virtue of holding these offices held corresponding posts of honour and dignity in 



the Grand Chapter, always provided, of course. t ha t  they were R .A .  I\lasons. 
A change indeed has come over the scene to-day. when no Irish I\Iason can 
.in~ultaneouslv hold active Grand Office in both blasonic Bodies-a matter 
whereon I express no opinion, though I have a very decided one. 

The Keystone is present because in the year 1845 the S.G.R.A.C. of 
Ireland took the Mark Degree " lulder its protection," and now, as most readers 
will know. in Ireland the Mark Ikgree is conferred in our Chapters as a 
necessary preliminary step to the Arch, and every First Principal before his 
installation as King has t o  be installed as V.W.X. of a Nark  Lodge. 

I fancy all this symbolisni may have been inserted as a reminder that 
the Duke was head of R,.A. blasonrg in Ireland as well as of the Craft. which. 
of course, he was. 

Behind the Grand Master is open country showing what I take to be a 
hill with a i no~md and a sprig of acacia stuck in i t .  A t  the back is what seems 
to be all unfinished building with Three Gates. 

Scattered on the ground a t  the Grand Master's feet are certain Tools. a 
Sword, and a Book. Brother Shackles i l l  his " Xedals " mistakenly describes 
this last object as a ' .  Rough Ashlar " :  but  i t  is undoubtedly a Book, the V.S.L. 
(N.B.-Shackles aLo misprints 5843 instead of 5849 as the date of the medal.) 

The Sword plays a very important and nlemorable part in the I r ~ s h  
cercmony of Initiation. Our having preserved the beautiful piece of symbolism 
conveyed by i t  is one of the time-immemorial links we have with the Bristol 
Brethren.  and I am disposed to hold it as an  article of faith tha t  in both 
Ireland and Eristol i t  is a survival from a very remote common original ritual. 
I callnot believe tha t  Bristol borrowed this p i t  of the ceremony from Ireland. 
and can see no  reason why i t  sliould not have been preserved as tenaciously in 
the West of England as i t  was still farther West. 

The Tools may be grouped together as f o l l o ~ ~ s  for description. though 
they are not strictly arranged in this order on the medal: The 24-inch Gauge. 
Gavel, and Chisel. 

The presence of the Chisel was not unexpected, and i t  gave me a great 
deal of pleasure to  find it figuring here wibh the approval of the Grand Master's 
Lodge, for it was, beyond a shadow of doubt, one of the important Working 
Tools of old Irish Masonry, though i t  is now proscribed in our Lodges. This 
ruthless piece of mutilation was, I understand. committed not really so very 
long ago, certainly after 1849. as this medal proves. I have been told by a 
distinguished Irish Brother tha t  the Chisel was in vogue a t  his initiation 111 a 
well-known Lodge of County Down in the year 1886. 

Then come the Square, the Level, and the Plumbrule. which need no 
elucidation from me. 

The Compasses have been already mentioned. but  there is no sign (and 1 
expected there would be no sign) of either a Pencil or a Skirret, though vie 
have them in Ireland now. I assume tha t  the date of the borrowing of the two 
latter implements must be subsequent to 1849. They are excellent acquisitions. 
but ,  to my mind, they do not atone for the loss of the Trowel and Chisel. 

Two objects remain to be described, something tha t  looks like a protractor 
for drawing angles and is new to  me as part of the Furni ture  of a Lodge: and 
the other object I take to be a Triangular Plate of Gold such as we have in 
another Degree outside the Craft ,  a Degree that  has lent other symbolism to  
this medal. 

The medal is now in our Xuseum. where every Brother may check my 
deductions for himself. I offer them with rather mixed feelings: regrets that  a 
ritual which has altered so little through the centuries c o m ~ ~ a r e d  with the rituals 
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of other Constitutions should yet be proven to have suffered from tinkering with 
its distinctive and time-honoured synlbolism a t  a comparatively recent period 
within the memory of man ;  but. also pride a t  the thought of the discipline and 
loyalty in my Mother Constitution that  made the Lodges generally accept such 
changes when they were decreed by the supreme authority of the Grand Lodge 
itself. JOHN HERON LEPPER. 



OBITUARY. 

T is with much regret we have to record the death of the 
following Brethren : - 

Rev. Canon Charles Williarn Barnard, M.A. ,  of 
Sutton Coldfield, on 18th August, 1928. Bro. Barnard held 
the rank of Past  Grand Chaplain, and had beeli a member of 
our Correspo~~deace Circle since May, 19 15. 

Frederick Thornas Beck, of West Bromwich. on 6th October. 1928. Our 
Brother had attained the  rank of Past  Grand Standard Bearer in the Craft and 
Past  Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies in the R .A.  H e  joined our 
Correspondence Circle in May. 1915. 

Arthur George Boswell, of London, S.W..  on 18th September, 1928. 
Bro. Boswell held the rank of Past Assistant Grand Standard Bearer, and was 
elected to menlbership of our Correspondence Circle in Nay ,  1894. 

Marston Charles Bridger, of Chingford, Essex, on 25th August, 1928. 
Our Brother held thc rank of Past  Grand Deacon, in Victoria, Australia. H e  
joined our Correspondence Circle in 1924. 

Henry Burgess, of Hounslow. 17liddlesex. on 19th November. 1928. Bro. 
Burgess was a P.11. of Addisconibe Lodge No. 1556. and he had been a member 
of our Correspondence Circle since January.  1900. 

Jamas Castello, of London. W . .  on 18th Ju ly ,  1928. Our Brother held 
L.R. .  and was a P.11, of Ionic Lodge No. 227. and P.Z.  of the Royal York 
Chapter of Perseverance No. 7 .  He  was one of the senior menlbers of our 
Correspondence Circle. which he joined in January,  1891. 

Simeon Josephus Coker, of Sierra Leone. in 1928. Bro. Coker was 
P . N .  of Freetown Lodge No. 1955 and P.Z. of the Chapter attached thereto. 
H e  was admitted to nlembership of our Correspondence Circle in March, 1914. 

Dr. Charles Curd, of Bath .  on 27th July ,  1928. Our Brother held the 
rank of Past Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies. H e  joined our 
Correspondence Circle in May. 1909. 

William Munro Denholm, of Glasgow. in September, 1928. Bro. 
Denholm was Representative for the G.L. of Utah and the G.Chap. of Delaware. 
H e  held the rank of Past Grand Warden and Past Grand J . ,  and had been a 
member of the Correspondence Circle since March, 1891. 

Edrnund Hunt Dring, of Sutton. Surrey. on 26th October. 1928. Our 
Brother held the rank of Past  Grand Deacon and Past Assistant Grand Sojourner. 
H e  was elected to nlenlbership of our Correspondence Circle in January,  1899; 
joined the Lodge in June,  1906 : and was Master in 1912-13. 

Alexander Boddie Hunter, of Leeds, on 13th September, 1928. Bro. 
Hunter was a member of Lodge No. 642 (I .C.) ,  and joined our Correspondence 
Circle in January. 1910. 



William Perey Jstcham, of Enfield, I\liddleses. on 1st September. 1928. 
Our Brother was P .M.  of High Cross Lodge No. 754. and was elected to 
membership of our Correspondence Circle in March. 1919. 

W. Wedfern Kelly, J . P . .  A1.Inst.C.E.. of Belfast, on 19th August. 1928. 
Bro. Kelly held the rank of P .P r .G .W. .  Antrim, and Grand Superintendent, 
Antrim. H e  had been a meniber of our Correspondence Circle since AIarch, 
1904. 

WiiEiam Alfred Thornas Maohin, of Eloen~fontein. in 1928. Our Brother 
had attained the rank of P.Dep.Dis.G.D.C. and P.Dis.G.So. H e  joined our 
Correspondence Circle in 1927. 

Joseph Swan Mawson, of Sheffield on 10th October, 1928. Bro. 
Mawon was P .M.  of Ilallamshire Lodge No. 2268 and P .Z .  of the Chapter 
attached thereto. H e  was elected to nlembership of our Corre-pondence Circle 
in October. 1922. 

Jarnes Heron Stirling, of Belfast. on 23rd November. 1928. Our 
Brother held the office of Pr.G.I\I..  Antrim. H e  bad been a nienlber of our 
Correspondence Circle since March 1908. 

John Sutherland, of Abercynon, Glam.. on 3rd August, 1929. Bro. 
Sutherland held the  rank of P.Pr.G.D.C. in the Craft and Royal Arch. H e  
joined our Correspondence Circle in 1923. 

William Young, of London, S.W.. 011 13th November. 1928. Bro. Young 
was P.M. of Portland Lodge No. 1037 and P . Z .  of the Chapter attached thereto. 
H e  was elected to membership of our Correspondence Circle in October. 1922. 



ST. JOHN'S CARD. 

H E  following were elected to the Correspondeace Circle during 
the year l928 :- 

E CH-4IJTERJS. etc.:-Lodge Khyber No. 582. 
Peshawar. India ;  Lodge Gralilte No. 1328. Lolldoll. W . :  
Lodge Light in the Himalayas No. 1448. Xurree.  India :  Lodge 
Northern Star No. 1463. Ferozepore. Ind ia :  Lodge Kitchener 
No. 2998. Simla. Ind ia .  Lodge Derajat No. 3206. Dera Ismail 

Khan,  India : Notts Installed Nasters Lodge No. 3595. Nottingham : Lister 
Lodge No. 3599, Birmingham: University Lodge of Hong-Kong. No. 3666. Hong- 
Kong. China: Three Pillars Lodge No. 4867. Accra. W. Africa: Richard Collyer 
Lcdge No. 4905. Horsham. Sussex ; Lodge St. David No. 36. Edinburgh : Lodge 
in Vrijheid Een. Bussun1 Holland ; Suminit Lodge No. 163. St .  Paul.  Yinnesota. 
U.S.A.  : Royal Connaught Lodge of Instruction No. 2676. Eastbourne : Red 
Triangld Lodge of Instruction No. 4000. London. E. : Yenangyaung Study Circle 
No. 4374, Gpper Burma:  Bond of Friendship Lodge of Instruction No. 4853, 
Londoi?, S.W. : Exeter Lodge of Instruction. E x e t e r  Stafford Study Circle. 
Stafford Scottish Rite Library. Olakland. Cal., IT. S.A.  

URBTHIiBS :-Thomas Abbott, of West Stanley. Co. Durham. 2929, ,0979 : 
Thomas Cumming Aitken, of 31off a t .  Dumfriesshire. 170. S 8  : John Hodsoil 
Alcock, B.A..  LL.B.,  of Alansfield. Notts. S.W. 4520 : 31orris Alexander, 
K.C., of Cape Town. Pr.G.31.. S .  Africa (D.C.) : Thonlas Edward Allibone. 
of Cambridge, 391 1 ; Alexander Anderson, of Carron, Falkirk. W.M. 16, J. 
210 ; Dr. D. Drysdale Anderson, of 3Iauritius. 2546. ,0.ij6. Willianl Miller 
Duncan Anderson, of Glasgow. 1241. IS9.  James F .  Andrew, of Yoker. 
Glasgow. 117 ; Thonlas Hawkes Andrew, of Exeter. P .P r .G .W.  Somerset, 
P.Pr.G. J. Som. & Devon. ; Edgar Athelstan Vivian Angier, of Hampton Wick, 
Surrey. 3970; William Ross Chamberlin Ashby, of T\Toldingham. Surrey. 
J . W .  3016. 3016; Charles Armstrong Austin, of London. W.C. P.31. 2398. 
H. 27.38. Philip Edward Back, Oulton Broad Suffolk. P .P r .G .W. ,  Norfolk. 
P.Pr.G.So.,  Norfolk ; John Theophilus Eagram, of Hong Kong. 1165, 1165 : 
Vivian J .  Bailhache, of St .  Helier, Jersey. C. I .  Pr.G.Treas.. Pr.G.Sc.E. : 
Edward Baker, of Singapore. J .W. 508. P.So. 308: Har ry  Baker, of Brier- 
field. Lancs. 308. Sc.E.  2193: Frederick John Baldwin. of St. Helens. Lancs. 
41. 252: W. Anthony Ball. N . B . ,  of London. S .W.  2973 : Charles Alison 
Barclay, of London. 3880; Albert Edwin Septiinus Barker, of West Hartle- 
pool. P.11. 764, P .Z.  7GJ ; H .  I. Barnham, of Akaroa. New Zealand. P . X .  
43 ; Alfred George Barnes. of London. S.W. S.W. 1321 . Joseph Henry Barns. 
of London. N.  L.R. 3163, 23 i6 :  Alfred John Barter. of Kingston-on-Than~es. 
Surrey. W . X .  2222, A.So. ,0399 : Herman Bauling, of Los Angeles. Cal. 
U.S.A. 392 : Henry Bailey Bryant Beldham. of New JIalden. Surrey. 2222 : 
Samuel Robert Bennett. of Saltburn by the Sea. 4539. 602.  Edward Augustus 
Murray Benson, of East Malvern. Victoria, Australia. P.G.St.B. j $ ;  James 
Marr Beydone of London. S .W.  P.N. 222 Arthur  Henry Bichard, of 
Banbury, Oxon. 39, S29 ; Reddick H .  Bickel, of San Francisco. Cal.. U.S.A. ,  
453, 1; Major Constantine Bland, T.D.. M.A., of Uppingham. Rutland.  W.11. 
1265. 12G.F William Joseph Bleach, of London, N.W. P.11. 1772. P .Z.  177: 
Darwin Fred Boock, of Spokane, Wash.. U.S.A. 74: Frederick Braund Box, 
of London, E.C. P.X. 3098, N .  3098; Harry  Boyes, of Bramley, Yorks. 4029, 
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3 William Edelsten Bracey, of Wedmore. Somerset. P .P r .G .W. ,  P .Z .  291 . 
Walter 3lorris Bradley, of London, E.C. 1708. 33:  Edwin Arthur  Bramley of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 3187, 481 Albert Alfred Brazier, of London. N .  J .D. 
3 0 6 4  Henry  John Bretton. of London. E .  W.BI. 198; Ernest E .  Briggs. 
M.I.l\lech.E., of London. N .W.  3736: Frank A .  Briggs, of Purley Oaks, 
Surrey. P.11. 2694, P.So. 1.:; , 3lajor \lTalter Berridge Brook, of Kisumu, 
Kenya. S.\TT. 4337: Benjamin George Broome, of London, S .E .  L . R .  2191. 
P .Z.  2191; Harold Stuart  Brown, of London, S . W .  3012. Sidney Howard 
Browning, B1.R.C.S.. N .R .C .P . ,  of London, MT. P . M .  2410. ,3610. Robert 
John Buchanan, of Belfast. P . X .  274, P . K .  ,374 J. E .  Bumet t  Buckenham. 
31.D . of Philadelphia Pa . .  U.S.A.  Librarian G . L . :  Ar thur  Buckney. of 
Tokyo. J apan .  W.M. 2015. Sc.N. 2015: D .  W. Bull, of London. E . .  Williarn 
Edgar Bull. of Kingston-on-Thames. J . D .  2540 2546'. Charles E .  Bullock. of 
London, W.C.  W . N .  1635 : His Honour Judge Willoughby Bullock, of 
Felpham. Susses. 3 7 5 2  Edward Richard Bunten,  of London. S .W.  3411. 
3i11 . Edward William Bunten, of London. S .W.  3411, 3 j 1 1 .  David Archibald 
Burl. of Epsom. Surrey. Sec. 2422, 3585; Charles Frederick Buxton, of 
Colombo. Ceylon. S.D. 2170 ; William Henry Eisley Carr ,  of Woodbridge. 
Suffolk. 81, 8 1  : Willlain Casasola. of London. N .  P.11. 179. H .  3500: 
Ar thnr  Casey. of Ju l ia  Creek, N.W.  Queensland. P .M.  341 : Reginald Henry 
Blackburn Cawdron. of London. N.  P . M .  2763. J .  2763; Frank Challans. of 
Bristol. P.31. 2323 : Royle Richard Victor Challiner, of Hamilton. New 
Zealand. 291. William Tysoe Charlton, of London. P.31. 140. Z. 160: Dr .  
Alexa~lder Bruce Cheves. of Paignton. Devon. 4027: John Christie, of 
Nontevideo, Uruguay.  P . N .  876. P .Z.  876: Rev. William Randal Slacke 
Clarendon, of Lurgan,  Ulster. P.31. 184, P . K .  184 : George Clark. of Troon. 
Ayrshire. 0 ;  John Edwin Clark, of Cheam, Surrey. 1364. 410: Robert 
Har ry  Ingham Clark. of Tighnabrnaich. Argyleshire. P .P r .G .  W .  . Joseph 
Ryle Clarke. of Sheffield. 3911. 3 9 1 1  Willianl Ar thur  Clarke, of London. 
N . W .  Pr.Dep.G.D.C. Middx. : Richard Henry  Clerke, of London, E .  P.11. 
1662. P.So.  352J .  Eric Lascelles Cleugh, of Dublin. P.X. 141. H . P .  1.43: 
Ernest Yeaman Coats, of Tynemouth. J .W. 3512 ; Gordon Cochrane, of 
Glasgow. D.M.  1241. S-0. 189; Frederick George Cockey, of Surbiton. W.M.  
1719 : Willianl Frederick Coclrrell, of S. Lowestoft. P.Pr.G.\T7., P .P r .G .H.  : 
Reuben Cohen, of Stockton-on-Tees. P.11. 4027 : Wilfrid Cole. of Sao Paulo. 
Brazil. 13 .  Dr .  J. S.  AI. Connell, of Birmingham. 3599: Frederick Cook. 
of London. S .E .  P.31. 87. P .Z.  2409: William Alfred Cooke, of Hampton. 
Middx. P .P r .A .G.D.C . ,  J .  5'381 ; John Henry  Cookson, of Keadal. P .Pr .G.R.  
(Craft & R . A . ) .  Ar thur  Croft Cooper, of Claygate, Surrey. W.M.  4857. P.So. 
353j  : Douglas Willman Cooper, of Exeter. 39 ; F .  A .  Cooper. of Cambridge. 
I .G .  3532: Horace Edward Cooper, of Maidenhead. Berks. W.31. 1566. 1566. 
Frederick James Corbett, of Cambridge. J . W .  441; James Heury Rupert 
Cordell, of London, E .  P .A.G.St .B. .  P .Z .  $ 6 9 6  Frederick John George 
Cornish, of Cardiff. P .Pr .G.St .B.  960. Henry  William Bland Cotterill, of 
Cardiff. P .P r .G .D. ,  P .Pr .G.Sc .  E.  ; Edward Becket Creasy, of Colombo. 
Ceylon. P.A.G.D.C. 2170; Dr .  George Lydston Crimp, of London, W. P.M.  
1820. 1820;  Henry  Crisp, of London. N.  P . M .  4718. Sc.N. 1320.  Willianl 
Henry  Crosthwaite, of BIiddlesbrough. P .Pr .G.D. .  Cheshire, P .Z.  G02 George 
Crozier, O F  Armagh. P . N .  623, P . K .  623: John Bate Cruickshanks. of 
Darlington. 4490, 1379:  George Cuming, of Ewell, Surrey. J . W .  3012; 
Capt. John Bernard Dalison, of Bombay. W.11. 3225. P.So.  3 i 5 j :  George 
Davidson, of Oban, Argyll. 296 (I .C.) ,  1 2 j  (I .C.)  : Willianl Davison, of 
London, S .E .  1139 : Arthur  Reginald Day, of i\Iitcham, Surrey. 4462 ; Percy 
JIoffat Dewhirst, of York. 236; Dadabhoy Fakirj i  Dhalla, of Bombay. 342 
(S.C.) ; Charles Dickinson. of Ampthill, Beds. W.31. 2490. Sc.E.  2/,90 : Joseph 
Austin Dolton. of Jersey, C. I .  P.A.G.D.C. 25'9. Alfred Dorzback, of London, 
N .  1017; Herbert  Kingsley Duckworth. of Grange over Sands, Lancs. P.M. 
1715: Sydney Duckworth. of Grange-over-Sands, Lancs. P.11. 1715; Major 
Charles Duly. D.S.O., of Bulawayo, S. Africa. P.11. 2566, 2.566: Andrew 
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Leslie Dykes. of Norwich. 1404. Frank Kittson Ebbit t .  J . P . .  of lroquois Falls. 
Ontario. P.Dis.D.G.X.,  P.G.Sup. ; James Sigurd Eckman. of Vancouver. B.C. 
3 ( l l inu . ) .  1 (Xinn . ) .  William Edgar Edleston, of Southport. Lancs. 2325 : 
Maurice William Edmunds, of Banbury. P.M. 599, P .Z.  399: George Azle 
Edwards, of 3larietta. Ohio. P .M.  1 ,  P . H . P .  I :  Edward Bryant Egles, of 
London. E.C. P .M.  41'70 : William John Elliott, of Richhill, Armagh. 623 : 
Gilbert Brown Ellwood, of Leicester. P.31. 3448. 379: William R o w  Elworthy. 
O.B.E..  of Cambridge. Pr.G.D. ; William Harold Francis Emmett ,  of Westcliff- 
on-Sea. 3095. 3/79> : George Albert Victor Evans, of Bristol. 3992. 32G: 
Trevor Evans, of Swansea. P .P r .G .W. .  S.  Wales. E .  Div. : William Turgoose 
Everatt. of Selby. P.31. 566. P .Z .  5 6 6  Edward Eyles, of London. N .W.  
P.11. 167. P.Z.  167 : Sydney Bernard Farrell, of Rochdale. P.31. 298 : Herbert 
John Field, of Chislehurst. Kent .  1 6 3 5  31ajor John Charles Field-Richards. 
of London. S.W. 357, I9.9j: John Willianl Fingland, of Wylam. Northumber- 
land.  W.M. 3512 Ernest Frances Firman, of Orpington. Kent.  P.11. 754 : 
Emil Paul Fisclier, of London. N.W. P . N .  25, P .Z .  1.27: Ernest John Fish, 
of London, S.E.  L .R .  P .M.  534, P .Z.  9 .  Harry Fischer. of Chingford. Essex. 
W.31. 901. Henry Middleton Fisher. of Sheffield. W . N .  2558. 169: Sidney 
Fisher, of London. N. P.31. 1685: Sydney Alfred Macrae Fisk, of Westcliff- 
on-Sea. J . W .  4730, 2.90.3: Frank Ford,  of Beverly. Ohio. P . N .  37. P . H . P .  
208; Harry Janles Ford,  of Sydney. N.S.W. P.M. 500. 2nd G.P.  (Hon.) 
(S.C.) .  Charles Joshua Fox. A1.R.C.S. L.R.C.P. .  of Clacton-on-Sea. 3624. 
.102/t. Sidney Josepll Fox. of London. E.C. P 0 5 6  1 7 :  Frederick 
James  French, of Cheln~sford. P .Pr .G.D.  376. Alfred Percy French, of Taun- 
ton. P .Pr .G.D. ,  P .P r .G .  J. : Dr.  Alfred Leonard Fuller, of Bath.  P .Pr .G.W.,  
P.Pr.G.H. : George William Gambles. of Christchurch, N.Z. S.D. 2597 : 
Giaconlo Gargini, of Aylesbury, Bucks. P .Pr .G.D. ,  Z. ,792: Henry Forbes 
George, of Surbiton. L .R . .  P.31. 2511. P.Z.  2J11.  Noel Binghanl Gifford. of 
Lahari, Punjab. 459, 459. Williarn Leonard Gifford, of Cambridge. P .P r .G .0 .  
(Craft & R.A. ) :  Joseph Gill. of New York City. 1. 241: James Pickersgill 
Gill of York. P .Pr .G.W..  P .Pr .G.So.  . John Gillespie, of Uddingston. Lanark- 
shire. P . X .  948, P .Z .  270. Edward Robins Glenn. of Philadelphia. 51 : 
Herbert Glover, of Stratford-on-Avon. 4243 ,0133 : Ernest Arthur Goodey, of 
London. S.W. 4137; Walter  Richard Goodchild. of Jersey. C.I .  J . D .  245. 2 j j :  
S.  Fabian Goodman, of New York. P . N .  271 : R .  Gordon-Greer, of Santiago, 
Chile. S.W. 22 : John Marr Grant,  of Glasgow. Sub.Pr.G.11. . Thonlas 
Frederick Griggs, of Dartford. Kent.  569, 509: Major J .  B .  Grogan, of 
Jubbulpore, India. P.Dls.G.Dy.D .C., Bombay : Shanlarao Venkatrao Haldipur. 
M.B.E..  B.A..  of Simla, India.  P.11is.G.D.. P.Dis.G.D.C. (R.A.).  Punjab: 
Dr.  A. Harrison Hall ,  of Oxford. I .G .  3599 : Dr. H .  Roper Hall ,  of Birming- 
ham. Sec. 3599: Percy William IIall. of Cambridge. S.W. 3532. 5533. Arthur 
Kirkham Hamilton, of Cuffley, Herts. P . N .  3601. P .Z.  3GOI: Benjamin Janles 
Dick Hanna of London. S.W. 2694. 21GG: Allan Ilannah, of Larbert. Stirling- 
shire. P.31. 176 ; Weldon Hanson, of Stockton-on-Tees. W.M.  4027, 508 : 
John Harbinson. B.A. ,  of Belfast: Gerald Walton Hardman, of Deal. J .D. 
3452, 1096: Wilfrid John Harrald,  of London, S .E .  P.11. 1622. 1622; Cessey 
Norris Harris, of Bulawayo. 1204 (S.C.). 35G (S.C.) : Arthur  Harrison. 
P .A.S. I . ,  of Stockton-on-Tees; Edwin Ransom Harrison of Sheffield. J.W. 
2263, 2063: Thomas H a r t ,  of Glasgow. Pr.G.M.Depute. E. Renfrewshire. 
Harold Roy Haslam, of Yarraville, Vic. 319, 3 6  Archibald Casely Hayford, 
M.A.. of Sekondi, W .  Africa. 3851, 7 7 3  : James Hendry. of Glasgow. S.W. 
1241, So. 189;  James Walter Hendry, of Glasgow. D.C. 1241, So. 189 :  Edgar 
Samuel Henochsberg, of Durban.  W.11. 3170, So. 3170. H. \V. F .  Hill, of 
Umtali, S. Rhodesia. 1054 (S.C.):  David Albert Hinchliffe, of AIontreal. 
P . N .  32, 5 ; Percy Le Hardy Hodgetts, of Jersey. C.I .  P .P r .A .G.P .  : Herbert 
Lawrence Hogg, of Hartlepool. P.Pr.G.D.,  P .Pr .G.Sc.N. ;  Thonlas Willialn 
Holland. of h1elbourne. P.G.S.B. 1.3. Major Arthur  Isaac House. PI1.C.. T.D.. 
.of London, N. W .  Pr.G.D.. Buckinghamshire : Alfred Howard, of Cambridge. 
8 8 :  Harold Allan Dilke Hoyland. of Patras, Greece. 687, 860.  Charles L .  
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Hub,  of Philadelphia. U.S.A. 607. 208: Hugh Antholly Llewelyn Hughes. 
of Peterborough. 3964. 2.j.13: James Alfred H u n t .  of London, S.W. 
P.Pr .A.G.D. .  Surrey. P .Z.  3411 : Wilfrid Reginald Hurs t ,  %!.C.. of Harrow. 
3Iidds. 3866 : Hugh Henry Francis Hyndman. of London. P.G.Sten-. P .M.  
197 : Louis Infield. B .A. .  O.B.E..  of London? N.  P .M.  185, S.jd6 : Ernest. 
Ireland, of Bath.  P.31. 906. Sc.N. . j I :  T .  V .  BIuthukrislina Iyer,  of Vepery. 
Madras: James Vale~it~iue Jacltliu. of Royston, Herts. 3532: Samuel Pin1 
Jackson. of Saltford. Somerset. P .Pr .D.G.D.C. ,  P.Pr.G.So. : Davis William 
James, of Stanley. Co. Dnrllam. 2929. 2929; Rev. Willianl Charles John James. 
of Grande Prairie, Canada. 105, 9 ( 1  ; Horace William Jarvis. of 
Saltburn-by-Sea. P.Pr.G.Treas. B@ : Leslie Robert Jepson. of Surbiton. 1768, 
17/58: TVilliam Pliilip Johnston, of Hastings. N.Z. J .D .  272. SS: George 
Arthur Jones, of S t .  Dogmaels. Pem. 4648. ,876: Herbert Thomas Jones, of 
St .  Albans, Herts.  P .M.  1607. Sc.N. 2607: Lewis George Jones, of Loughton, 
Essex. W.M. 1607. P.So. 10'07: Rees Cleveland ,Tones, of London. S .W.  
W.M. 4181, Sc.E. 2444 : Nawab Salar Jung  Bahadur, of Hyderabad, Deccan, 
India. T17alter McCulloch Kerr.  of Edinburgh. P.11. 349. P .Z.  1 : Donlinicus 
Antonius Josephus Keszler, of Rrussels. Wm. Frederick ; Percy Herbert Ketnor. 
of London. S .E.  P.Dis.G.D.C., P.Dis.A.G. So.. Bengal. Frederick Kidman. of 
Cambridge. S.D. 89. (98: Edgar Newton Kierulff, of San Francisco. 453, 1 : 
Sydney Valentine King,  of London. N .  1352. 2322: George Albert Kirton, 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 2571. 5'571; Sydney Angelo Knaggs. London. W. 
P.A.G.D.C. : Thonlas Frederick Laidler, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. P .M.  424. P.So. 
424 : Richard Charles Latham, of Woodford Green. 3096 : Joseph Charles Ross 
Le Alancluais? of Sheffield. P . N .  4536. Sc.N, 4.5.36: Janles Rognvald Learmouth. 
31.B.. of Rochester. Minn.. G.S.A. 3 (S.C.):  David Ewart Leggett, of London, 
V .  4181, 944.j : Rev. Richard Charles Lemin. A.T.S., of AIalvern. 1522, 
2.222. P.Pr.G.Chap. (W. Yorks) : Alfred Charles Lewis, of Allentown. P .  284. 
302: Elis Heikki Liipola, of Abo, Finland. G.W. : William Richard Lisle, of 
Exeter. P.A.G.D.C.,  P.G.St .B .  (R.A.) : Samuel Lithgow, of i\liddlesborough. 
S.W. 3474. 3.874 : Thonlas TITilliam Longney, of Melbourne. 126, 226; Julius 
Fremont Lovell. of West Boylston. Mass. Montacute. Eureka : Harold Charley 
Luetcliford, of Singapore. 4045 : Herbert Graenle Lnmsden, of London, S.E.  
3031: Lieut. Alan Burns i\'IacBrayne, R .N. .  of Glasgow. 349 (E.C.). 407 
(E.C.) :  Dr .  Janles Edward XcCansland, of Ferinoy. W.31. 555, 555: Colin 
-7IcCulloch. pf Newca,stle-upon-Tyiie. P .Pr .G.D. .  P.Pr.A.G.D.C. ; Janles Duff 
31cCulloch~ of Bradford, Yorks. 974, 973: Sir Alexander JIacDougall, of' 
Madras. 150 : Robert Macdonald, of Renfrew. J . W .  426, So. 22.4 : Dr. Peter 
NcEwan, of Bradford. Yorks. W.M. 974: G. W, 3tcIntosh, of Grindleford, 
Derbyshire. 4092. 2 0 ' 3 :  John McIntyre. of Cape Town. W.M. 334. P.So. 534; 
Duncan BIacintyre-Keir, of Lenzie, Dumbartonshire. J . W .  384, Treas. 501: 
Thonlas Gordon XlcKeddie. of E .  Nalvern, Victoria. 57 ; John McLaren, B .Sc., 
of Worthing. 4141 : Duncan NcLellan, of Westn~ount.  Quebec. P.Dis.D .G.M., 
P.Dis.G.Snp. (R.A.) : Edward MacTaggart. of Marietta, Ohio. 390 : Jack Auld 
AIacTaggart, of Glasgow. J . W .  1241, 289: Frank Westmoreland Mace, of 
Sheffield. 2263, 22.39 : Frank Mahabir, M.D.,  1I.R.G.S.. D . P . H . ,  of Trinidad, 
B.W.I .  405 (E.C.). 220 (S .C.) ;  Herbert Major, of Slmclerland. 1389, 97: 
Walter Richard 3Iakins, of London, W.C. P .P r .G .W. .  N.  & E .  Yorks. P .Z .  236: 
Arthnr  Alfred Male, of Warracknabeal, Victoria. P .G.D. .  P .Z.  3 3 :  Charles 
Jenkins BIanchee, of London. N.  P.Pr.G.St.B.,  Middx.. P .Z.  PS95 : Thonlas J. 
3Ianning. A.B..  C.P.A. .  of Verona. N.J . ,  U.S.A. J . D .  198. ,54 : Cecil John 
Narsh,  of Thorpe Bay. Essex. P.Pr.G.TV.. P . P r .  G .H.  : Ernest John Marsh, 
of London, E .  P .G .D. ;  G. C. AIartin, of Tewkesbury. P . N .  900: Thomas 
Martin, of London. N. P.M. 2579, P .Z .  2763: Herant  Barou Natteossian, of 
Philadelphia. J .D .  51 : W. J. Matthem. N.1 .Nech.E. .  of Gibraltar. 
Dep.Dis.G.31.: Henry Frederick Mawbey, of London. S .E .  P.BI. 3344, P.Z.  
1901: Raynlond Meeke, of Sheffield. 2263. 2239: Willianl Arnold Middlebrook, 
of Honlsea, E .  Yorks. 250, 250:  R80y Perry Miles, of Chicopee Falls, &lass. 
P.M. Belcher, P .1I .P .  Cqtify, G.Lecturer; Edgar Frank RIills: of Birmiagham. 
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S.W.  4436. 2?30:  John JIoffat ,  of Beverley. P.31. 294. H .  5'94: George Xo t t .  
of Coulsdon. Surrey. 2430: Rao Bahadur P .  M.  Sivangnana Mudaliar, of 
Madras. Dy.Dis.G.31. : A .  11. Thangave111 Mstdaliar. of Bangalore : Zissu Henry 
3luller. of Loureqe  Marclues. E .  Africa. P.Dis.G.S.B. (S.C.) : Albert Myers. 
of Loiidon. N .W.  P.31. 1728. P .Z .  1728: Henry John Neilson. of Woking. 
P .P r .G .W.  Wotts.. 402 : Ignatius Nesteroff. of London. W. 1910 : Joseph 
Newman. of Sheffield. w.l\I. 4871 : Framroze Dinshaw Nasikwalla, of G.amdevi. 
Bombay. 1189 : Jacob Adeiiiyi Robinson Ogunro, of Axim. W .  Africa. P.11. 
3851. Sc.E. 7 7 3 :  Frank Organ. of Stratford-on-Avon. 2133; William Isaac 
Osborn. of Brightlingsel. P .P r .G .D. .  P .Pr .G.St .B.  (R.A.)  ; Frederick Ernest 
Osborne, of S~I-atford-on-Avon. W.X. 4243. 21.3J: Herbert Outhwaite. of Cleve- 
land. P.31. 3474, P .Z .  .3.J74 : Louis Jolln Packington. of London. S .W.  3765 : 
Thomas H. Palmer, of London. E.C.  P.11. 1708: Sidney Willianl Parfect, of 
Sawbridgeivorth. L .R . .  P .Pr .G.St  .B. Essex.. P.Pr.A.G.D.C. (R.A.)  Essex : R .  
Parker, of Lonclon, S .E .  21 1 : Samuel Stephenson Parkinson, of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. J . D .  3512, (i8j: Philip George Peacock. of Roundhay. J . W .  306. 306: 
Sydney Ernest Peake. of London. S .W.  P.14. 2694. J .  cS(/O: Arthur  Henry 
Penistan, 1I .B. .  B.Sc.. of Blackpool. S .W.  3854: Henry Samuel Phillips. of 
London. E .  P.31. 4156, 42.56: Owen Pickford. of London. W.C.2. W.M.  3765. 
S G . 5  : Thompson Pickles, of Kendal. P .Pr .G.S.W. ,  H .  129 : Harold Noxley 
Pinnell, of London. S . E .  4718 : William Flange, of Elmina. W. Africa. P .M.  
773. J .  773: Constantine Platonoff, of Ruislip. 2796 : Herbert  Pledger, of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. P .Pr .G.D.  : George David Pooley, of London. W.C.  J . D .  
534, 7: Breuton Fenwick Porter ,  of Truro, Nova Scotia. P . M .  43. Grand 
Scribe: Redvers Michael Prior,  of London. N.  3310 : Samuel Bell P r i t c l ~ a ~ d ,  of 
Seven Kings. 1805: Alexander Richard Fraser Putland.  of London. E.C.  3095. 
309.5: Albert Perian Pyne,  of Siclcup. P.11. 2666. 3260: G. Ranleswara R,ao. 
of Anantapur. S. India.  W.i\I. 582 (S.C.) : Andrew Bryant Reavis, of Swarth- 
more, Pa .  15. 1 (D.C.C.) : Alfred C~ullmings Reed, of San Pranci~co.  Cal. 
464, 1 : Frederick William Reeves? 3I .A. .  of St. Vincent. B.W.I .  P.Dis.G.W. : 
Harold Trimnling Richardson. of Plymouth. 3704. 2025: Robert Aaron Rider, of 
Loughton. J . W .  3524, 3.j2.j : Alexander Robb. of Kinistino. Sask. 69 : Caryl 
Cameron Roberts. of Canterbury. P.Pr.A.G.D.C.,  P .Z.  31:  Francis Roberts.. 
of Sheffield. P.M. 4069, P . Z .  I4l i2;  Lieut.Co1. Janles Govan Roberton. T.D., 
of Giffnock. Grand Steward. W.M. 1359: John Henry Rockliff, of Wembley. 
212, 2 1  : Henry Charles King Rogers, of Edgware. W.31. 3292. 1549 : Rubert 
Roger Rogerson. A . I .S .E . ,  of E .  Nolesey. P 2 r . A . G . D . C . .  Sc.N. 2540: Harry  
Rose, of London. W. 548 : Charles Josiah Ross. of Exeter. 3121 : William 
Janles Ross, of Chesham Bois. Bucks. P.Pr.G.TV.. P .P r .G .R .  (R.A.)  : Frederick 
Willianl Roques. 1I .D. .  F .R.C.S. .  of London. W. 198, .5'1 : John  Elvin Rusby, 
of Leeds. 4957, P.So.  304 : Lyinan Brightinan Russell, of Comanche, Texas. 
I3is.D.G.M.. P . H . P .  l.!?: Edward Arthur  Russell. of Marlborough. P.BI. 1533,. 
J. 1535: Alfred Sacks, of Londoii. S.W. 2694 : David Sacks, of London. N.W. 
1155. I l j d :  Dr. Winstan St .  Andrew St.  John.  of Derby. W.M. 4777. Sc.N. 
48.jI : Henry Thomas Salway, of London, S .E.  24 (W.I .C. )  : Thomas Janles 
Sargent. of Toronto. 533: Thomas Blanchard Sellors, M.D. ,  of Westcliff-on-Sea. 
P.Pr.A.G.D.C..  P.So.  3298 : Alfred I .  Sharp. of Bordeaux. P .M.  9 : Bertram 
Wadsworth Shaw, of Hull .  S .W.  2134, Sc.E. 5'134 : Lawrence Shaw, of Loadon, 
V .  1891 : William Selby Shaw, of Cork. S.W.8. S :  Reginald James Shear- 
croft. of Simla. J . W .  459. Sc.E. 459: Arthur Sice, of Tmickenham. P.11. 
1891 : Percy Sidebottom. of Wrexham. 1336 : Sidlley Simmons, of Kenton. 
W.I\I. 1298. 1,398: Dr. W. 0 .  Forster Sinclair. of Birmingham. S.D. 3599 : 
G.eorge IIourilyan Sladden. of Durham. P.M. 255. 5'55: Waiter Johll Slipper. 
of Chelmsford. P.A.G.D.C., P.G.St .B. : Leslie Harry  Sloggett, of New 3Ialden. 
2222. 3411: Augustus Smith. of Bristol. I . P . X .  3884. 103  : Alick Henry Smith, 
of Eghanl. P .M.  2120: Bernard Hamilton Smith, of Lealllillgton Spa. W.31. 
4436. Sc.N. 473; Charles Malcolm Smith. of Brisbane. P .M.  4468, G.D.I .W. 
(R.A.)  (Queensland); David Smith, of Toronto. S.D. 575: Johll Edgar 
Smith, of Nt. Barker, S. Australia. P.31. 14, Z. 15: Reginald Smith, of 



Nottillgllam. J . D .  4933 : Samuel Smith. of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 3246 : Sidlley 
Joseph Smith, of London, N.W. 172, 172; W. F. Smith, of Salisbury. Rhodesia. 
1323 (S.C.) : Harry  Spencer, of Woking. 1608 : Frederick Spooner. of London, 
N. P .A.G.Pt . ,  P.A.G.D.C. (R.A.) :  Dr .  D. N. Spring. of Great, Bridge. Staffs. 
S.W. 3599: Albert James Willianl Squires, of Cambridge. 441. .jd1: Alfred 
George Stallard. of London. E .  4541. 14.7: Harry  Vincent Stanton. of Stour- 
bridge. Pr.G.Treas.. P . P r . G . J .  : R,obert Hugh Stevens. of Radlett, Herts. 
3012; Donald Stevenson, of i\laidenhead. S .D.  22. 507: John Stocker. of 
Exeter. P.G.D.. P.A.G.So.,  Dy.Pr.G.i\l.  : Alexander Hannan Strachan, of 
Bengal. P.Dis.'G.St.B.. P .Z.  2476: Arthur Strange, of London. S.M7. 1585 : 
Alfred Francis Street, of Westgate-on-Sea. P.31. 4123, J .  12;': George Edward 
Sturgis, of London, S.W. 1891 : Matthew Edwin Stnttard,  of Todmorden. 
Yorks. 298. 308 : George Stephen Sunaucks. of Gravesend. 4149 : Frederick 
Robert Charles Surplice. of Worthing. P .Dis.G.St .B.. Hongkong : Dr. Frederick 
W. Sydenham, of Edgbaston. 1V.M. 3599: Joseph Meyler Symmons. of London. 
N.W. S.W. 4234 : Lieut.-Col. John Frederick Tarrant,  of Cheltenham. 
P .Pr .G.D.C. .  P.Pr.A.G.So. : William L. Tascli, of New York. Dis.D.G.11. : 
Robert Tavern, of Glasgow. 873. 377 ; Douglas Bingham Taylor, of Sheffield. 
P .M.  2491. J. 2491 : Forrest Jelmer Taylor. of Beverly. Ohio. P . X .  37. 
P . H . P .  108:  Harold Abel Taylor, of Harrismith, S.  Africa. 2 7 7 ~  (D.C.) ;  
James Taylor, of Weston-super-alare. J . W .  3169. 1 3 2  : Sidney Herbert Taylor, 
of Nova Scotia. P .M.  43, 4.: Dr. Walter H y .  Maxwell Telling, of Leeds. 
P .Pr .G.W. : Ernest Arthur Thomas, of Fishguard. Pembs. Pr.G.D. : Henry 
Thomas. B.A.,  of Carmarthen. 476, 47'6: Harold Thorp, of Todmorden, Yorks. 
P.M. 308. P .Z.  308: John Oliver Tidswell. of Hamilton. Ont.  475. 2 :  Hugh 
Robert Topping, of London, S .W.  P.Pr.G.D.C..  P.Pr.G.S.B. (R.A.) S.  Wales 
(E.D.) ; Alex. R,egiilald Towerzey. of Swindon. 355. 363 : Chilves Trundle, of 
London, N .  W.31. 2694: A r t h ~ l r  Tutte, of Hampton-on-Thames. 2694. 72/36: 
Ernest Russell Underhill, of Plymouth. P .P r .G .D.  : Harley Verneau Usill. of 
London, W.C. 4141 : Harold Ctt ley,  of Nelson. Lancs. 308. $08: Najor 
Robert Lancelot Vance. 1.Bf.S.. of London, S .W.  109 (I.C.) ; Edwi~ i  Page 
V i n c ~ ,  of Xinehead. P .M.  2390. P.So. , 3 9 0 :  Edward Robert Wade, of Belfast. 
l'.G.I)., I 0  : , Augustus Merrifield Walker, of Witham. J . W .  4170 : James 
Clarke Wallace, of Boston, Lincs. 838; James Wallis. of London, S.W. P.M.  
2913. 91 .3 :  Henry Herbert Walton. of London. S .E .  2694: John Joseph 
'Walton, of Durham. 2929; Herbert Edward Walwin. of Frome. 973. 973: 
Capt.  A .  F .  G. Warrington, of Calcutta. 542, P.Dis.A.G.Sc.E.. Burma: Arthur 
John Watkin,  of London, W.C.  P . M .  395. 2875: Victor Worden Webb. of 
Dublin. W . N .  141. 250: George Gabriel Glaspool Wheeler, of St .  Ives. Hunts.  
P .P r .G .W. .  P.Pr.G.Sc.N. : Henry Whittiagton, of Leeds. I.P.11. 380, J. 380 : 
Alfred John Lancelot Williams, of Yongala. S. Australia. W.M. 111. 7 :  Herbert 
Lloyd Williams, of Lampeter, Cardiganshire. 4713 : John Richard Williams. of 
Oruro. Bolivia. P.11. 812 (S.C.) .  1086 (E.C.) ;  Henry Wilson. of Bradford. 
Yorks. 448. 448; Wilfrid Lawson Winning, of G1a:gow. P . X .  1215. P .Z .  189; 
Joseph Winship, of Cambridge. S.W. 88, A.So. 88; Guy Stanley Wodeman. 
of Ceylon. W.M. 2170 : Stamp Willianl Wortley, of Brentwood. P .Pr .G.R. ,  
P.Z.  276: John Herbert Wright, of Grange-over-Sands. 1715, 995: Thomas 
James Wright,, of London, S .W.  1585. 

Sate.-In the above List Roman numerals refer t o  Craft Lodges. and those in 
italics to R.A.  Chapters. 



I P U B L I C A T I O N S .  

COJIPLETE SETS O F  T H E  TR.lATS.4CTIOSS.-I'ery fern complete Sets  of BTS Q~cnfiror Co~on t r tov~c r~~ ,  
1s i. t o  xli.. now re~nairl  unsold. Prices may be obtalnecl OII appl~catiolx t o  t h e  Secretary. Each rolnme /h 'be acconipanied as  f a r  as  possible. with t h e  S t .  John ' s  Card  of- t h e  cortsesponding year. 

ODD V0LUlIES.-Such copies of T ~ o l n ~ u e s  as  renlain over a f t e r  colnpleting sets, a re  on sale t o  
embers: 

M A S O N I C  R E P R I N T S .  

I C O N P L E T E  ,ET'. O F  YASOXIC BPN?IYTS. -A  few co~ilplete Setb of Q i~ofao r  Coronotoium a n t i -  
grapha,  Vols. 1. t o  X. consisting mainly of exquisite facsinliles. c'tn be supplied. Prices may be obtained 
on application to  the Secretary. 

ODD 1-OLTlJlES.-I-ol.i. ri.. ri i . ,  is., a n d  S.  m e  on sale t o  mernljei.~, price 301- per ro lu~ne.  

FACSTJIILES O F  T H E  OLD CHAROES. -FOI I~  Ilolls. ~ i z . ,  C r a ~ ~ d  Loclge Nos. 1 and 2 .\[S., 
Scarboronglx 31s.. and the  T3ucha1iaa 3IS. Lithographecl on vegetable ~ e l l u m ,  i n  t h e  o l iq i t~al  Roll fonn. 
P r i ce ,  One Guinea each. 

OTHER ~PUBLTCATIOSS. . '  
E S. d. 

T h e  3lasonic Genius of Rohert Burns .  by S i r  R c ~ l i i c r ~ ~ i n  IT'artl li'icltnrtlsot~~, Dra~r ing-room etlition, ext ra  
... ... ... ... ... i l lustratjoni ... ... ... ... .., 3 0 

... ... ... ... ... Facsimile of the  Regins .\IS., circa 1390 ... ... 1 1 0 

Caementar ia  EIi1)ernir.a. 11y D/.. TT'. .T. Clr e t  ~ c o t l c  C'rnwl cy, 

Fasciculus I.? Fasciculus 11.. a n d  F a s c i c u l ~ ~ s  111. 
o n e  or t v o  complete sets only for  sale. Prices may he obtained on application to  the  Secretn~,j- ;  

... ... Caementnria Hilwrnicn. Fascicnlus 111.. a few copies a r a i l a l~ l e  ... ... 1 1 0 

The Orientation of Tenlples, bg n~n. TV. diinlisoi~,  uniform ill size to  hind x i t h  t h e  Trrcns(c(*fions . . . .  I! 6 

... ... Bri t i sh  Jlasonic > I ( ~ l , ~ l s ,  with tn-elre plates of i l l u s t r a t i o ~ ~ s  ... ... ... l 1 D 

BINDING. 
llem1~E1.s returning the i r  pa r t s  of t h e  Ti,,cnsclcfifin:, to  t l ~ e  Secretary,  ~ . ; I I I  llave tllei~i bound in (lark 

blue C ; I ~ T - ; I S ,  lettered golcl, for  61- per  volume. Cases can be supplied a t  :3/-  per volume, da te  or 11111111)er of 
rolumc shoultl be ipec~ficd. 

3IE;\IBl';R.SETIP .\LEDAL. 
Brethren of r l ~ e  Corresprn~ilence Circle a r e  elltitlecl t o  wenr n ~ n e ~ n b e r s h i p  .\reclal. t o  I)e l,ror111vx1 of 

tile Secretary only. I n  S i l r c ~ .  Gilt with l ~ a r ,  pi11 ahd  riblml~. a s  a l ~ r e a s t  jewel. 10 /6  each. 
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