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THE QUATUOR CORONAT! LODGE No. 2076, LONDON,
was warranted on the 28th November, 1884, in order

1.—To provide a centre and hond of union for Masonic Studerts. . -

.—7To attract intelligent Masons to its meetings, in order to imbue them with a love for Masonic research,

8.—To submit the discoveries or conclusions of students to the judgment and ecriticism of their fellows by
means of papers read in Lodge. . .

4—To submit these communications and the discussions arising therefrom to the general hody of the Craft by
publishing, at proper intervals, the Transactions of the Lodge in their entirety.
World 5.—To tabulate concisely, in the printed Transactions of the Lodge, the progress of the Craft throughout the

orld. ‘

6.—To make the English-speaking Craft acquainted with the progress of Masonic study abroad, by translations
{in whole or part) of foreign works. )

7~To reprint scarce and valuable works -on Freemasonry, and to publish Manusecripts, &e.

8.—To form a Masonic Library and Museum. - .

9.—To acquire permanent London premises, and open a reading-room for the members.

The membership is limited to forty, in order to prevent the Lodge from becoming unwieldy.

No members are admitted without a high literary, artistic, or scientific qualification.

The annual subscription is one guinea, and the fees for initiation and joining are twenty guineas and five
guineas respectively.

The funds are wholly devoted to Lodge and literary purposes, and no portion is spent in refreshment. The
members usually dine together after the meetings, but at their own individual cost.  Visitors, who are cordially
welcome, enjoy the option of partaking—on the same terms—of a meal at the common table.

The stated meetings are the first Friday in January, March, May, and October, St. John’s Day (in Harvest),
and the 8th November (Feast of the Quatuor Coronati).

At every meeting an original paper is read, which is followed by a discussion.

»

The Transactions of the Lodge, Ars Quatuor Coronatorum; are published towards the end of April, July,
and December in each year. They contain a summary of the business of the Lodge, the full text of the papers read
im Lodge together with the discussions, many essays communicated by the brethren but for whiéh no time can be
fdund at the meetings, biographies, historical notes, reviews of Masonic publications, notes and queries, obituary,
and other matter. They are profusely illustrated and handsomely printed,

The Antiquarian Reprints of the Lodge, Quatuor Coronatorum Antigrapha, appear at undefined intervals,
and consist of facsimiles of documents of Masonic interest with commentaries or introductions by brothers well informed
on the subjects treated of.

N The Library has now been arranged at No. 27, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, where Members
of both Circles may consult the hooks on application to the Secretary. '

To the Lodge is attached an outer or -

CORRESPONDENCE CIRCLE.

This was inaugurated in January, 1887, and now numbers about 3500 members, comprising many of the most
distinguished brethren of the Craft, such as Masonic Students and Writers, Grand Masters, Grand Secretaries, and
nearly 300 Grand Lodges, Supreme Councils, Private Lodges, Libraries and other corporate bodies.

The members of our Correspondence Circle are placed on the following footing:—

+ 1.—The summonses convoking the meeting are posted to them regularly. They are entitled to attend all the
meetings of the Lodge whenever convenient to themselves, but, unlike the members of the Inner Circle, their attendance
is not even morally obligatory. When present they are entitled to take part in the discussions on the papers read before
the Lodge, and to introduce their personal friends. They are not visitors at our Lodge meetings, but rather associates
of the Lodge. :

2.—The printed Transactions of the Lodge are posted to them as issued.

3.—They are, equally with the full members, entitled to subscribe for the other publications of the Lodge, such
as those mentioned under No. 7 above.

4.—Papers- from Correspondence Members are gratefully accepted, and as far as possible, recorded in the
Transactions.

5.—They are accorded free admittance to our Library and Reading Rooms.

A Candidate for Membership in the Correspondence Circle is subject to no literary, artistic, or sciemtific
qualification. His election takes place at the Lodge-meeting following the receipt of his application.

Brethren elected to the Correspondence Circle pay a joining fee of twenty-one shillings, which includes the
subscription to the following 306th November. X

The annual subscription is only half-a-guinea (10s. 6d.), and is renewable each December for the following year.
Brethren joining us late in the year suffer no disadvantage, as they receive all the Transactions previously issued in
the same year., )

It will thus be seen that for only half the annual subscription, the members of the Correspondence Circle
enjoy all the advantages of the full members, except the right of voting in Lodge matters and holding office.

Members of both Circles are requested to favour the Secretary with communications to be read in Lodge and
subsequently printed. Members of foreign jurisdictions will, we trust, keep us posted from time to time in the current
Masonic history of their districts. Foreign membhers can render still further assistance by furnishing us at intervals
with the names of new Masonic Works published abroad, together with any printed reviews of such publications.

Members should aiso bear in mind that every additional member increases our power of doing good by
publishing matter of interest to them. Those, therefore, who have already experienced the advantage of association
with us, are urged to advocate our cause to their personal friends, and to induce them to join wus. ‘Were each
member annually to send us one new member, we shonld soon be in a position to offer them many more advantages
than we already provide. Those who can help us in no other way, can do so in this.

Every Master Mason- in. good standing throughout the TUniverse, .and all Lodges, Chapers, and Masonis
Libraries or other corporate bodies are eligible as Members of the Correspondence Circle.
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FRIDAY, 6th JANUARY, 1928.

HE Lodge met at Freemasons’ Hall at 5 p.m. Present:—Bros.
George Norman, P.A.G.D.C.. W.M.; Rev. W. W. Covey-Crump.
LP.M.; Rev. H. Poole, P.Pr.G.Ch., Cumberland & Westmorland,
S.W.: H. C. de Lafontaine. P.G.D.. JW.; W. J. Songhurst.
P.G.D., Secretary: Gordon P. G, Hills, P.A.G.Sup.W,, P.M.. D.C.:
Gilbert W. Daynes, S.D.: J. Walter Hobbs. P.A.G.D.C., J.D.;
W. J. Williams, I.G.; Thos. M. Carter. P.Pr.G.St.B.. Bristol,
Stew.: Sir Alfred Robbins, P.G.W., Pres.B.G.P., P.).: A. Cecil
Powell, P.G.D.. P.M.: Lionel Vibert, P.Dis.G.W., Madras, P.)M.; and J. Heron
Lepper, P.G.D., Ireland, P.)M.

Also the following members of the Correspondence Circle: —Bros. Ivor Grantham.
E. Warburton, I. V. Hall, . Komierowski, Geo. Elkington. P.A.G.Sup.W.. T. E.
Scott, P.A.G.D.C.. A. V. Elder, Wm. E, A, Candy. J. E. Whitty. F. Lace, P.A.G.D.C.,
H. Johnson. Ed. M. Phillips, F. J. Asbury, P.A.G.D.C.. C. E. L, Livesey. Ed. B.
Holmes, K. ILckenstein. A. Strange. E. W. Marson. A. B. Napier. W, D. Vallance,
W. P. Le Feuvre, Robt, Colsell. P.A.G.D.C.. F. Vuillermoz, B. Ivanoff, A. Regnauld,
B. Telepneff. A. E. Gurney. L. G. Wearing, F. M. Atkinson, P. H. Horley. 8. C.
Keville. F. . Jewson, . J. Sadleir, G. T. Lee. C. F. Sykes, C. F. Tyson, W. Emerson,
Willoughby Bullock, Wm. Lewis, W. Brinkworth, H. A. Matheson, A. D. Bowl. and
S. J. Smith.

Also the following Visitors:—DBros. S. Bullett, W.MM.. Mornington Lodge No. 1672:
G. Chadwick, I.G.. Marble Craft Lodge No. 3522:; J. Rockliff, Euphrates Lodge
No. 212: W. J. Ross, P.M., Carrington Lodge No. 2421: F. W. MacKenzie Skues.
Authors Lodge No. 3456: and G. Lidstone Crimp, P.M.. Sir Thomas White Lodge
No. 1820.

Letters of apology for non-attendance were reported from Bros. Ed. Conder,
L.R.,, PAM.; S. T. Klein. L.R.. P.)M.; Rodk. H. Baxter. P.A.G.D.C.. PM.;: J. T.
Thorp. P.G.D., P.M.; Edward Armitage, P.G.D., Treasurer; F. J. W. Crowe.
P.A.G.D.C.. P.M.: John Stokes, P.G.D.. Pr.A.G.M., West Yorks.. P.M.; and J. E. S.
Tuckett. P.A.G.S.B.. P.)M.

Congratulations were offered to Bro. John Heron Lepper on his appointment
ay Past Grand Deacon in the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and to Bro. John Stokes who
had been appointed Provincial Assistant Grand Master of the Province of West
Yorkshire.

One Lodge and Thirty-six Brethren were admitted to membership of the
Correspondence Circle.
The SrcrRETARY drew attention to the following
EXHIBITS: —
By Bro. LioneL VieerT, of Bath.

Aprox, possibly of the Order of Free Gardeners. Dark blue serge about 19in.
deep by 16in. wide. Design is entirely painted and consists of an
irradiated Eye, Sun. Moon and seven Stars, Rainbow. Dove and Olive
branch, Bell. Pomegranate, Bible with Square and Compasses, terrestrial
Globe, Crown with Sceptre and Sword. Beehive, Pineapple, Square and
Compasses with one point raised, the letters P E G H, Monograms
ANS and AES. The Apron is edged with yellow braid. and it has no
fall.
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Bro. W. EMmErsox, of London.
JewerL, Engraved P.M.'s, about 1800, originally belonging to Jas. Ridler; Birr,

King's Co.. Ireland.

Bro. T. E. Scorr, P.A.G.D.C., of Loudon.
Meparn, Silver. Bath Masonic Hall. 1819,

Bro. Joux Hiwr. of Birmingham.
JEWEL. Birmingham New Masonic Hall; Inauguration Festival. 1927.

Z"resented.

» Bro. Capt. (', PrENpERLEATH., of Devon.
CERTIFICATE :

JAS. LUMSDAINE S, By the Supereminently Beneficent and Super-
latively Benevolent SIR JAMES LUMSDAINE
Sovereign of the most Ancient and most puissant
Order of the BEGGARS BENNISON and
AMERRYLAND in the Nineteenth year of his
GUARDIANSHIP and in that of the Order
5793.
HAVING nothing more sincerely at Heart than the Happiness and
Prosperity of our Well beloved Subjects the Inhabitants of our celebrated
Territories of MERRYLAND and the Encouraging of Trade, Manu-
factures & Agriculture in that delightful Colony: and Whereas We are -
fully satisfied that WILLIAJM ROBERTS Esqguire of the Twenty first
Regiment of foot * * * * has all manner of Inclination as well as
sufficient Abilities and other necessary Qualifications for promoting these
Noble and Laudable purposes and willing that such bold Adventurers
should have all suitable Encouragement. We DO hereby Create, admit
and receive Him a Knight Comnanion of the most ancient and most
Puissant Order of the BEGGARS BENNISON and MERRYLAND by
the Name Stile and Title of Sir WILLIAM ROBERTS to be used and
enjoyed by him in all time coming With our full powers and priviledges
of INGRESS EGRESS and REGRESS from and to. and to and from
all the Harbours, Creeks, Havens and Commodious Inlets upon the
Coasts of our said Extensive Territories at His vpleasure, and that
without payment of Toll CUSTOM or any other Taxes or Impositions
whatsoever—
DONE at the BEGGARS BENNISON Chambers of
ANSTRUTHER upon this Twenty second day of the
Month known to the Vulgar by the name of May
P. Plenderleath D.R.
WITNESS I the RECORDER
_Endorsement. ]
DIPLOMA
the
BEGGARS BENNISON
In Honor of
Sir William Reberts
5793
TA.0.C. sxix. (1916), ». 34:—

BEGGARS' BENISON or the BEGGARS' BENISON CLUB. This
was a nowerful Order, instituted at Anstruther in Scotland in 1739, and
lasting till about 1830. Tt was an association of gentlemen., including
eminent men of all classes, noblemen and even some members of the Royal
Family, whose object it was to form a collection of facetious articles of all
kinds. The entrance fee was ten guineas.]

A cordial veote of thanks was accorded to the Brethren who had kindly lent

these objects for exhibition. and made presentations to the Lodge.

Bro. H. C. pE LaroxtaiNne read the following paper:—
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

BY BRO. . 7. (. DE LAFONTAINE. I'G.D.

R. FRANKLIN. who has lately arrived in this country from
the English colonies. is much run after and feted by our
“savants.” Tle has a fine physiognomy, but little hair. and
he constantly wears a fur cap. e is very reserved when
in public on the news from his country. though he is never
tired of speaking of its mnatural beauties. In fact he says
that heaven is so jealous of this same beauty that it has sent
down upon it the scourge of war. Our wise-acres have

diplomatically sounded him on the point of religion. and they have believed that

he is one with them in this respect. viz.. that he has none at all.”

These words are taken from the French archives, and are embodied in
a report made by the police soon after Franklin's arrival in Paris. T say ‘' soon
after Franklin’s arrival.”” but for those who are precisians I may add that it
was after a period of three weeks that this report was made, so we may conjecture
that he had heen shadowed during that time. and subjected to a certain amount
of espionage.

Our immediate purpose in this paper is to trace. so far as is possible. the
career of Franklin as a Mason in America, and also in France. As a man,
Franklin presents to us an amazing personality. whether we survey him as a
man of science and inventor of many things that we use without being conscious
of their inventor; or as a diplomat. who. though entangled in the thorns and
briers of political controversy in this country, freed himself to become the
emancipator of the country of his birth; or as a poor lad who rose from
obscurity and diligent painstaking toil to stand in the presence of kings: or as
one who by his honhomie and infinite tact. combined with an admirable spirit
of finesse. moved amongst the highest in the land in France. and was hailed by
the French populace as a sort of demi-god; or as one who. though beset by sins,
was not ashamed in a spirit of transparent honesty to confess the same, and to
raise himself by dominant force of will to a position of integrity and deserved
honour. We might survey Franklin under any of these aspects, and that with
moral advantage to ourselves and to our neighbours. His career is throughout
a most fascinating study, and a moral tonic to any temporarily enervated

system.  His Autobiography iz, I suppose, not so widely read to-day as in
former times. but everyone should be acquainted with it, and it :hould be a
handbook in the course of education imparted to a rising generation. Some

people have sniffed at Franklin. becauss at the outset he did not enter into
lawful wedlock. and therefore allowed his son to be horn into the world with
the slur of illegitimacy upon him, and others have cousidered that because he
was a Dissenter he was not worth consideration. and could be dismissed as only
another ‘ Jeremialh Square-Toes.” Such an attitude of mind calls to memory
the title of a work by Dumas, ZLes Grands Homnes en Robe de Chambre.
““No man is a hero to his own wvalet’” is the saying. but least of all to any
crowd of sneering. cynical, surface-praising hypocrites, who are always announcing
to the world their good intentions. ITowever. all must be free to form their
own opinions, and what I have just written may be more an expression of
‘genuine Franklinese ' than my own immediate thoughts on the matter. But
all this is beyond the point. which is, as I have already stated. to consider
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Franklin as a Mason. In this regard. one is placed romewhat in a difficulty,
for in his voluminous correspondence. and in his writings, as also in his Journal,
Franklin never gives us any details respecting his Masonic career. There may
be. indeed there are. one or two rare exceptions. but these are statements in
the most guarded language. And in this connection, we must remember that
in those early days men did not go about chattering Freemasonry with the
same dangerous licence that they do at the present time. Tt was judged. and
rightly judged, that if the society were secvet, it was not a thing to be talked
about in the profane world. The publicity of the Freemasonry of to-day is. if
persisted in., bound to shake forcibly the foundations of the society and hasten a
process of disintegration. As a question of research. it is, of course. a dis-
appointment to find that Franklin was so rigidly reticent. but, on the other
hand. 1 suppose we must all admire a loyal respect for the traditions of the

(raft. Some one may say to me. ‘“ We have heard that Franklin published
various items of Masonic interest in his newspaper: how does that accord with
vour statements?’’ T know. and T shall presently show you, that Franklin

Jid print these things as items of news in just the same way that you find
them in our early newspapers. What 1 am alluding to is the manner of his
crdinary converse with the men of his time, whether by open speech, or written
word.  Looking at the paucity of statement already mentioned. we find ourselves
compelled to form some more or less adequate picture by piecing together scraps
of information drawn from various sources, and not yielding a ready facility to
be woven into a homogeneous whole. I can only. therefore. give you the result
of my own research. which is small and scanty. and leave you yourselves to fill
up all the chinks and crannies. Tt may be as well to state at the outset that
Frauklin was born in Boston on January 17. 1706. ITe left Boston in 1723,
and settled in Philadelphia. after a trip to London. in 1726. Bro. Sachse tells
us ‘‘ that while in London Franklin had undoubtedly learned something about
the Craft . . . the knowledge thus obtained appears to have quickened the
ambitious philosophic brain of the young printer upon the subject of Freemasonry.
and whetted his desire to be numbered amongst the elect: an ambition not to
be realized under existing conditious. as he was then still under the lawful
Masonic age and a journeyman printer. a virtual stranger in the community,
and as a mere soap-boiler’s son. lacking both social and financial standing.”’
When Franklin returned to Philadelphia. he put this knowledge to some purpose
by establishing a secret society of his own. This was called the ** Leather
Apron Club,”” but in later years it became known as —~ The Junto.”! And
here Tranklin himself shall interpose, and tell you in his own words somewhat
of this association: ‘* We met on Friday evenings. The rules that I drew up
required that every member, in his turn should produce one or more queries on
any point of DMorals. Politics, or Natural Philosophy to be discuss’d by the
company: and once in three months produce and read an essay of his own
writing. on any subject he pleased. Our debates were to be under the direction
of a president. and to be conducted in the sincere spirit of inquiry after truth.
without fondness for dispute, or desire for victory: and. to prevent warmth. all
expressions of positiveness in opinions. or direct contradiction. were after some
time made contraband. and prohibited under small pecuniary penalties.”
Parton. in his voluminous and exhaustive ** Life of Franklin,”” mentions that
there was a little book read by Franklin in his youth, and it was this same
book apparently that sowed the brain-seeds that led. as a fruitful outcome. to
the establishment of the Junto.  Franklin again speaketh. and this time in a
fetter to a Mr. Samuel Mather: ° When I was a boy I met with a book entitled
‘ Essays to do Good,” which I think was written by your father, Cotton Mather.
Tt had been so little regarded by a former possessor that several leaves of it were
torn out: but the remainder gave me such a turn of thinking as to have an

influence on my conduct through life . . . TIf I have been, as you seem to

I The word ** Junto " is rather an uncommon term. 1t is really a Spanish word.
Juntu,‘; pronounced * hunta. meaning ‘' a  secret society or confederation.”’
o Tunto is the Portuguese form of the word. It may be that Franklin became

acquainted with this term during his early sea-journeyings.
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think. a useful citizen, the public owe the advantage of it to that book.”
Cotton Mather was the son of Increase Mather. the latter being so named in
accordance with the peculiar nomenclature adopted by the Puritags. Both
father and son were what was known as ‘' ministers of the Gospel = in Boston.
Cotton Mather was the originator of a kind of Neighbourhood Benefit Societies,
one of which he endeavoured to form in each church. ** He drew up.” says his
biographer, ' certain Points of Consideration to be. with due pauses. read in the
Societies every time they met. for any to offer what Proposal he pleased upon
any of the points at the Reading of it . . . There were ten of these Points,
and No. 9 read. Do we know of any Person languishing under sore and sad
Affliction: and is there any thing we may do for the Succor of such an afflicted
Neighbour?’ ™

As additional information with regard to the Junto. I may mention that
a candidate for admission was obliged to declave. standing with one hand laid
upon his breast, that he had no particular disrespect for any member of the
Junto: that he loved mankind in general. of whatsoever profession or religion:
that he thought no person ought to be harmed in his bedy, name. or goods,
for mere speculative opinion. or for his external way of worship: that he loved
the truth for the truth’s sake, and would endeavour impartially to find and
receive it, and communicate it to others.

T have purposely dwelt at some length on the character of this society,
because we so evidently have here in view an iuteresting chain of events which
come to fruition in the full light of Masonry. First. we have the idea suggested
to the boy’s mind germinating therein. and later bringing forth buds in the
establishment of the Leather Apron Club. and then the full flower blossoms out
as the Junto. So that we safely say that even from his youthful years theve
were in Franklin the makings of a good and honest Mason. Probably Cotton
Mather had no idea of such an eventual happening when he wrote his book.
but who can tell what a seed dropped in fruitful soil may bring forth?

When Franklin became publisher of the Zlennsylvania Gazette in 1728,
his leanings towards Masoury were again betrayed in the fact that between
July and August. 1730, no less than three items of Masonic news. taken from
London papers. and all relating to English Lodges. were inserted in the Guzetfe.
One of these items was an account of a Lodge meeting held at the Horn Tavern
in Loudon on May 12, 1730. At the end of 1730 Franklin printed in the
Guazette an alleged caposé of Freemasonry which had been circulated for some
time in England. Let us hope he did this innocently. if unwisely. It is only
fair to say that after he became a Mason le endeavoured. in reparation of his
unfortunate action (for so he seems to have regarded it). to set Masonry before
the community in its proper light. He therefore printed in the issues of the
Gazette for May 6 to 13, 1731. © Some information concerning the Society called
Free Masons.””  This. strange to say, was in the form of an extract from
Chamber’s (Tuiversal Dictionary of all Arts and Seiences. he having borrowed
this volume from his employer’s office.

Early in 1731 we find Franklin initiated. passed. and raised to the sublime
degree of a Master Mason in St. John’s Lodge. held at the Sun Tavern. in
Water Strest. Philadelphia. The cost of his entrance fee was three pounds, two
of which were not paid until the following St. John the Baptist's Day. " The
exact date of Franklin’s initiation is not known. but it was before the legal year
of 1730 expired, evidently in February 1730-1.>" T notice that Bro. Johnsoun in his
bock. 7le Beginuings of Freemasonry in dmeriva. says with decision. ' Franklin
was made a Mason during this month (February) in Philadelphia.”” And he goes
on to add that he was made ' in an assemblage of Brethren which met ‘ according
to the Old Customs,” although that method had for ten years been forbidden.
Although irregular, they undoubtedly met and worked in Philadelphia as well as
in Boston and perhaps elsewhere. They hecame regular in Pennsylvania after
February 21. 1734-5.”

Let us take it. so far as Franklin’s entry into JMasonry is concerned. that
it was in February, 1730-1. We are told, as an addendum to this, that in June
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he became Master of St. John’s Lodge, and that in the next year on June 24
he was appointed Junior Grand Warden. (This meteoric course almost takes
one’s breath away.)  Further. that on St. John the Baptist’s Day in 1734 he
was installed Grand Master of Peunsylvania. In November of that same year,
1734, Franklin writes to the Grand DMaster and Grand Lodge of Massachusetts:
“We have :een in the Boston prints an article .of news from London. importing
that at a Grand Lodge held there in August last Mr. Price's deputation and
Power was extended over all America. which advice we lLope is true

and though this has not been as yet regularly signified to us by you. yet, glvmg
credit theleto. we think it our duty to lay before your Lodge what we apprehend
needful to be done for us . . . to wit, a Deputation or Charter granted by
the R.W. Mr. Price. by virtue of his commission from Britain. confirming the
brethren of Pennsylvania in the privileges they at present enjoy of holding
annually their Grand Lodge. choosing their Grand Master. Wardens, and other
officers, who may manage all affairs relating to the Brethren here with full
power and authority . . . the said Grand DNaster of Pennsylvania only
vielding his chair when the said Grand Master of all America shall be in place.”
[ete.]  Franklin, in a letter, written in a friendly manner to Bro. Price'
(probably a covering letter to the more formal one). says: ** Dear Brother Price,
I have no room to flatter myself with a visit from you before the Spring. when
a deputation of the Brethren here will have an opportunity of showing how much
they esteem you. I beg leave to recommend their request to you. and to inform
you that some false and rebel Brethren. who are foreigners, being about to set
up a distinet Lodge in opposition to the old and true Brethren here. pretending
to make Masons for a bowl of punch, the Craft is likely to come into disesteem
among us unless the true Brethren are countenanced and distinguished by some
special authority as herein desired,”” [etc.]  There is unfortunately not in
existence any reply to these letters, nor is there any copy of a Deputation or
Charter which may have been granted.

In 1735 there appeaved in the .lwericun Weekly Mercury the following
notice : —* Boston. Feb. 24. On Friday last was held a Grand Lodge of that
Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Accepted Masons. at the Bunch of
Grapes Tavern in King Street, where Jr. Ifenry Price, Grand Master of His
Majesty’s Dominions in North America. Nominated and Appointed his Grand
Officers for the year ensuing viz. Andrew Belcher. E:q.. Deputy Grand Master:
Mr. James Gordon and DMr. Frederick Hamilton., Grand Wardens for this
Province; and Mr. Benjamin Franklin, Provincial Grand Master for the Province
of Pennsylvania.” It is said that this was the first exercise by any Masonic
authority in America of the right to grant provincial Masonic powers.

Two of the editorials printed by Franklin in his Guzette are supposed
to have been originally delivered by him as addresses to the Brethren of St.
John's Lodge. The one was entitled '*On the Usefulness of Mathematics."
and the other. ' Self-Denial not the KEssence of Virtue.”” Masonic notices still
continued to be published in the uzette.  Thus in 1735 we have ** A Notice of
the Grand I.odge of Ireland ': in 1736, ** Freemasons’ Parade in London ;
in 1737, - Election of Grand Master of Scotland,”” also. * A Freemason's
Funeral at London.”” But some of the notices which appeared a little later on
were not of the same peacable character. Indeed, two which were published in
1737 laid open the door for attack, and Franklin. in the lamentable incident

L'The Henry Price to whom allusion is here made was born in Tondon about
169‘. * The ouly information concerning his life prior to 1733 is obtained from his
pravestone. except that it is 19(()1(19(1 in the Minutes of the Grand TLodge of England
that in 1730 he was a member of Lodge No. 75, meeting at the Rainbow (offec House
m York Buildings.””  This old gravestone, having fallen into dls]epail was moved to
the Temple in Boston.  The epituph on it commences thus: * Henry Price, Esq. was
bhorn in London about the Year of our Lord 1697 he removed to Bost(m about the Year
1723 Recd. a Deputation appointing him Grand Master of Masons in New Eungland.’
Tt then proceeds to expatiate on his gualities and virtues, a matter which does not
immediately concern ms. [t is said that he presided over the Grand Lodge as late as
April. 1773, in the ahsence of Grand Master John Rowe, although he then lived over
forty miles distant and was seventy-six vears of age.
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now to bhe related, was accused of connivance therein, even although he did not
happen to be present.

In the Pennsylvanic Gazette, June 9 to 16, 1737, there appeared the
following announcement:— ' We hear that on Monday night last. some people.
pretending to be Free Masons, got together with a young man. who was
desirous of being made one, and in the ceremonies. they threw some burning
spirits upon him. either accidentally, or to terrify him., which burnt him so
that e was obliged to take his bed. and died this morning.”” In the next
issue, June 16 to 23, there was this further anunouncement: ‘The Corvoner’s
Inquest on the body of the young man mentioned in our last. found that his
death was occasioned by the burning spirits thrown upon him. but that as far
as it appeared to them. by the evidence they had. the throwing of these spirits
upon him was accidental. 'Tis said. however. since the Inquest. further evidence
has been given to the Magistrate that it was a voluntary action.”” The upshot
of this was that.three of the principals engaged in this degrading burlesque of
Masonry were indicted for murder by the Grand Jury. The case was tried
during the last week in January. 1737. in the Court of Oyer and Terminer.
The trial of Dr. Evan Jones (whose apprentice was the victim) lasted fifteen
hours, at the end of which time the jury brought in a verdict of manslaughter.
He was at once sentenced and burnt in the hand. Remington, Attorney at Law,
was alzo convicted. but later received a pardon. Tackerbury, who it was charged
was an expelled or renegade Mason. was acquitted. This was altogether an
unfortunate incident for Franklin., coming as it did so early in his Masonic
career. and his enemies did not scruple to make capital out of his alleged
participation.  What was still more unfortunate was that the account of the
tragedy and the subsequent acrimonious controversy in the local Press came to
the notice of Franklin’s relatives in Massachusetts. and letters were written to
him. asking for an explanation and telling him of his mother’s state of great
anxiety.  Franklin hastened to allay those domestic fears by writing to his
father. In the letter he says: "~ As to the freemasons, T know no way of
giving my mother a better account of them than she seems to have at present,
since it is not allowed that women should be admitted into that secret society.
She has. I must confess. on that account. rome reason to be displeased with it;

-but for anything else I must entreat her to suspend her judgment until she is
better informed. unless she will believe me when I assure her that they are in
general a very harmless sort of people. and have no principles or practices that
are inconsistent with religion and good manmners.”” This letter appears to have
given complete satisfaction, for Franklin. in a further letter to his father. which
letter begins, ‘' Honoured IFather ” (how far we have declined in filial respect
in these days of juvenile emancipation). says: ‘Tt gave me great Pleasure when
she [/.c.. his mother| declared in her next to me that she approved of my letter
and was satisfy’d with me.”” 1t Is said that the first letter from which T have
quoted is the only one, except the Price correspondence, wherein Franklin
mentions Freemasonry.

Having got rid of this unpleasant matter. let us once more turn to the
ordinary course of events. Despite all the pother and excitement over this
murder trial, a notice in the ffuzetfe, in the issue of June 23 to 30. informs us
that ** Fryday last was held at the Indian King in this city [Philadelphia] a
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons., when Willlam Plumbsted was
uanimously chosen Grand Master of the Province.”” [etc.] In one of the issues
of the Guzette in the succeeding month, reference is made to the feast of the
Grand Lodge of England on the occasion of the installation of the Grand
Master.  After this date Jasonic notices appear at very rare intervals in the
(fazette, possibly owing to the troublous times which had set in. Jlasomry in
Philadelphia was now passing through a fiery ordeal, largely owing to a con-
siderable antagonism from the German element in the population. So that
from the year 1738 to the year 1740 there are only two reprints from London,
one relating to the burning of a Freemason in Rome. and the other to the
appointment of Lord Raymond as Grand Master. During the next fourteen
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years no mention is made of the Craft either in the reading or advertising
columns of the Guzerte.  There may have heen two reasons for this omission
of Masonic news-items. Franklin had taken on much public business. aud he
therefore could no longer give undivided attention to his newspaper. and was
obliged to leave the management thereof to his assistants. As they were not
Masons. they would necessarily not be searching about for scraps of information
concerning the Craft. That is one reason. and the other is that we may well
imagine that it had been generally advised that no further publicity should be
given to Masonry other than what was absolutely essential. It is significant
that in the account of the dedication of the Freemason Hall of Philadelphia,
not a single participant. except a few of the executive officers, is mentioned by
name in the public prints of the day.

In 1743 the Rt. Hon. John Ward. Grand Master of England. nominated
Thomas Oxnard to the same post that Price had formerly held. and Osxnard
im 1749 appointed Franklin once more to the Provincial Grand Mastership of
Philadelphia. Franklin’s term of office. however. was of short duration. for in
1750 he was succeeded by William Allen, who then appointed Franklin to be
his Deputy.  This position Franklin retained. even after his departure for
England in 1757 to present a petition to Parliament as the agent of the
Assembly. and to urge the rights of the Province. There was now a movement
for another Lodge in TPhiladelphia, and the warrant for its establishment. as it
came from England. bore the signature, *° Willlam Lord Byron. Baron of
Rochdale, in the county of Tancaster. Grand Master.’””  This new Lodge was
known for a time as the * First Lodge.'” although St. John’s Lodge was No. 1,
but it afterwards became No. 2. St. John's retaining its rightful position as
No. 1. The other Philadelphian Lodge, The Tun Tavern Lodge, became No. 3.
It is interesting to note that William Franklin. Benjamin’s natural son. became
an active member of this new Lodge.

The meeting place of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania had

hitherto been at the tavern. ‘' The Royal Standard.” but owing to
increasing lack of accommodation. it was in 1752 proposed that a building
should bhe erected to be used exclusively for Masonic purposes.  This was

at first opposed. and very strenuously. by the Tun Tavern Lodge, but in
the end unanimity was secured. and the building was commenced. And after
fourteen years of silence there once more appeared in the ffuzefte a Masonic
notice. It announced ' The Grand Annual Feast and General Communication
of the Free and Accepted Masons to be holden in Philadelphia on Tuesday the
Twenty-fourth of June.”  That day was a notable one in the annals of
Pennsylvanian Freemasonry, for it was the day on which was to be dedicated
the new Freemasons’ Lodge building. the first structure of its kind in America.
The title was vested in the three Lodges already enumerated. The old record
gives very full particulars of the event. and I propose to quote these at some
length. not only because of the sometime-quaintness of the phraseology. but
because it was really an historical happening in the history of American Masonry.
So T must risk being wearisome. and proceced: *° Amongst those walking in the
procession were the Grand Secretary. William Franklin, who bhore a crimson
damask cushion on which was laid an open Bible; also the Deputy Grand
Master, Benjamin Franklin. Esq. . . . The whole number of Ma-ons
amounted to 127, who being all new cloathed with Aprons, white Gloves and
Stockings, and the Officers in the proper Cloathing and Jewels of their re:pective
Lodges, with their Badges of Dignity, made a handsome and Gentezl Appearance.
When the Procession came into Market Street. both in going to and coming from
the Church. they were saluted by a Discharge of Nine Cannen from a Brether's
Vessel, handsomely ornamented with Colours, which lay opposite to the said
Street. for that Purpose . . . After Divine Service was over. the Procession
returned in the same order to the l.odge Room for Dinner: the Musical Bells
belonging to the Church. and the Band of Musick before them. at the same time
playing the ‘ Enter’d Apprentice’s Song.” The whole ceremony was conducted
with the utmost Decorum and Solemnity, and. as we hear, afforded great satisfac-
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tion to the Inhabitants in general.  After dinner. the following toasts were
drank in the Masonic Manner, under repeated discharges of Cannon, planted in
the Square adjoining the Lodge Room.” I do not propose to recite the Wh.ole
toast list. Suffice it to say that amongst them were the following: ** The King
and the Craft ’: ¢ The Grand DMaster of England ’; * Our Brother Francis,
Emperor of Germany’’; ‘‘The Grand DMaster of Scotland’’; *“ The Grand
Master of Ireland ’'; < All charitable Masons *; ** All true and faithful Masons,
wheresoever dispersed or distressed, throughout the Globe’’: ™ The Arts and
Sciences.”” These are the most important amongst the fourteen separate toasts
that were given. The record goes on to say that ‘ the greatest Ovder and
Regularity was observed: Chearfulness, Harmony and Good Fellowship abounded
during the whole time of Meeting: and at Five a Clock in the Afternoon, the
Grand Master having closed the Lodge. the Brethren return’d to their respective
Homes.”” This Masonic building passed through various vicissitudes of fortune
in after years. The banqueting room came to be known as the *° Assembly
Room,”” and here dances. arranged by the ¢//t¢ of Philadelphian society. were
held. 1In fact, so highly exclusive were these ‘routs ' that no one was permitted
to subscribe, unless he or she was * highly respectable.” What social gauge was
employed for this delicate investigation is not stated. In 1767 a schoolmaster,
named Garner, gave a charity concert. In 1770 a certain Signor Gualdo notified
the public that °*immediately after the races on December 27 he would give a
Vocal and Instrumental Concert at the Masons’s Lodge Room.”’ In 1777 the
building was put to a very curious use; it was employed as a prison for a
number of Quakers who were suspected of disloyalty to the Colonies in their
contest with Great Britain. Happily. these worthy people were not kept long
in durance vile, as they were released after an imprisonment of twelve days.
The last official mesting on the premises was a meeting of the subscribers to
consider the final disposition of the Hall and of its affairs. The surviving
trustees were empowered to sell the building and lot on which it stood. One-
third of the proceeds of the sale helonged to the *‘ First Lodge ’: the remaining
two-thirds to various individual Freemasons. The building was finally demolished
in 1799. Then there arose on its site the Bank of Pennsylvania. and this in turn
gave place to the United States’ Appraisers’ Stores.

It has already been mentioned that in 1757 Franklin went to England.
He returned to Philadelphia in 1762. In 1764 he was again sent to England,
and this time he remained abroad till 1775. It is not known to just what
extent Franklin affiliated with any of the English or Germanic bodies whilst on
his travels, DBro. Sachse says that ‘‘ after a long and patient search ’ he has
been unable to find any official record or documents bearing upon this subject,
except the entry in the Minute Book of the Grand Lodge of England, wherein
it is written, under date November 17, 1760, * Grand Lodge. at the Crown and
Anchor Tavern in the Strand. Present; ——— Franklyn, Esq.. P.G.2. of
Philadelphia.”” And underneath this comes =" —— Franklyn. Esq.. P.G.8.
of Philadelphia.”” I wanted to verify this statement, so I went to our Grand
Lodge Library, and asked to see this Minute Book. The Library officials seemed
rather to doubt my assertion as to Franklin's attendance, so I asked permi:sion
to finger the precious volume. reposing under glass in the full glory of its heraldic
emblazonment and sumptuous binding. On turning to the date mentioned. there
were the two entries. As a result it was decided that. when in the summer
months an influx of American Masons might be expected. the hook should be laid
open at this particular place. Till I was led, as it were by a side wind, to take
up this subject of Franklin, I had no notion of the names being there. so I
was as ignorant of the fact as were others. The incident shows how little the
most of us know about American Masonry. So no one is to blame. but T cecretly
rejoice in kunowing that the question is now definitely settled. I have looked
through the Grand Lodge proceedings of that date, and there is no reference
to any acknowledgment of the presence of these two distinguished visitors.
When well-known pecple visit our metropolis their doings. yea even their wearings.
are to-day pictured ad nawsecam. Indeed I sometimes wonder why we do noct
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have illustrations of their manner of getting into bed, whether on the right or
the left side. But it was not so in Franklin’s time. An element of respect-
ability and scher judgment was then to all appearance in vogue. Therefore
here I pause. though in contradiction to what I stated at my beginning. and
dart from the purely Masonic side of the :ubject to a purely social and worldly
aspect. I am afraid I may be doing this on more than one occasion. for it is
a» well that we should see our man's behaviour in London, and later I shall
throw a few incidental side-lights on his life in Paris. So far I have kept to
my text in considering Franklin as a Mason. but this occasional straying down
by-paths is a habit that is not without value.

We are told in Parton’s “ Life of Franklin ' that when he visited London
in 1757 he was establishcd in lodgings at 7. Craven Street, Strand, a fashionable
little street in those days. He had with him his son. also a servant for his own
personal service, and a negro attendant for his son. As he was dissatisfied with
the hackney coach of that day, he set up a chariot of his own. He exhibited
his electrical apparatus in the Craven Street lodgings. and instituted a series of
electrical matinées. and it was at these a:semblies that the instrument. known
as the Armonica. was introduced. He was very fond of playing upon this. and
effected many improvements in its construction. It was often used at the public
concerts round about that time. It is said that Franklin’s own Armonica is
still preserved. On my last visit to Paris I went to see the collection of
instruments at the Conservatoire de Musique, and amongst other things I found
Franklin’s Armonica, but whether the actual one on which he played I could not
ascertain. It is a pleasing feature. this love of music in one who was essentially
a scientist, because it is a combination that is rarely found. Franklin took a
keen interest in the artistic side of life, and it is therefore interesting to note
that. during his stay in London, he had the privilege of seeing Handel led to
the organ for the last time, in order that the now blind master might conduct
one of his own works. Garrick, who was then in the meridian of his power and
fame, greatly attracted Franklin. and he eventually made acquaintance with him.

It was in the spring of 1759 that Franklin acquired the title by which he
has been so universally known. that of Doctor, and this degree was conferred upon
him by the University of St. Andrews. It was while he was in London that
he had the honour of dining with Christian VII., King of Denmark, brother-
in-law of George IIT. Franklin’s company was so sought after by London
residents that in the season he sometimes dined out six days in the week. THe
confesses that occasionally at these convivial azsemblies he drank more wine than
became a philosopher. The club he largely frequented. which was mainly com-
posed of clergymen and scientists. met at a coffee house in St. Paul’s Churchyard.
and afterwards at the London Coffee-House in Ludgate Hill. He was also a
frequent visitor at the Royal Society Club. he having been elected a member of
the Scciety even before his arrival in England.  From thess few remarks you
will gather that he was a man who possested a fine spirit of honlomie: that he
was cocially inclined; that he had an infinite fund of wit and humour, else
would his presence not have been so desired; and yet that he was always eagerly
ready to imbibe knowledge, and could turn from gay to grave, and grave to gay,
with an enviable adroitness. In fact. it is amply shown that he possessed in full
measure qualities which would find ample fulfilment in the demands that might
be made upon him by Masonry.

In October, 1776. Franklin once more set cut for Europe. and this time
for France, as a Commissioner sent with almost ambassadorial powers in order
to try and foster that union between the two nations which proved such a decisive
factor in the establishment of American independence. A story is related which
is supposed to illustrate the reason why a Commissioner with such plenary powers
was sent to France. It is said '‘that an old gentleman arrived in Philadelphia
shortly after Franklin’s return from abroad in 1775. and offered to the Congress
(then in session). in good Parisian English, the assistance of the King of France.
In stores. ammunition, and money. Being asked his name. credentials. and other
ambassadorial baggage, he drew his hand across his throat. and said politely but
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positively, * Gentlemen. I shall take care of my head.” He disappeared the next
day from Philadelphia.”’ I fancy we should not give too much credence to this
narrative, but I have thought it worth while, because of its Masonic twang, to
reproduce it.

¢ Franklin arrived on the coast of France on Nov. 29, 1776 "7 (I am now
quoting from Hales’ book. *‘ Franklin in France'’). ‘* He had crossed the ocean
in the sloop-of-war, Reprisal, of sixteen guns, commanded by Captain Wickes,
for whom Franklin conceived a great regard . . . After a diplomatic delay
at Nantes, Franklin and his party rode by post to Paris. It was in this journey,
if in any. that the historian Gibbon refured to spend the evening with him,
while he also was travelling . . . Arriving in Paris. Franklin took up his
quarters at the Hotel d’Hambourg. in the Rue de 1'Université. and there he
remained from the 21st of December for some weeks. The party then moved to
the romfortable and even elegant hotel of M. Ray de Chaumont in Passy .
From that time till he left France he maintained a separate establishment in a
part of the hotel. M. de Chaumont with his family residing in another part.
M. de Chaumont would never accept any rent until the independence of the
TUnited States was made sure . . . The establishment which Franklin main-
tained was so generous that Mr. John Adams [first Minister of the United States
to the Court of St: James], in a well-known letter, expostulated with him
regarding it. But Franklin defended very wisely the expenditure which Mr.
Adams thought profuse. and the scale of it was never changed . . . Franklin
soon established at his own houss at Passy a little printing establishment from
which occasionally a tract or handbill was issued.”

Madame du Deffand. a great intimate of Voltaire, lost no time in com-
municating the great event—Franklin’s advent to France—to Horace Walpole.
She writes: ‘‘ Dr. Franklin arrived in town yesterday at two o'clock in the after-
noon: he slept the night before at Versailles. He was accompanied by two of
his grandsons, one seven years old, the other seventeen. and by his friend, M.
Penet. He has taken lodgings in the Rue de 1'Université.”” The two young
people here mentioned were William Temple Franklin, whom the Doctor intended
to place at a Fremch or German university. an idea which was. however,
frustrated., as William had to act as secretary to his grandfather: the other. the
younger. was Benjamin Franklin Bache, the eldest son of his married daughter.
This lad he intended to send to school in Paris, but it is not clear whether this
ever happened. T ought to mention that this was not Franklin's first visit to
France. He had been there in 1767 and also in 1769, but not in an official
capacity such as he had now assumed. On his first visit he stayed in Paris six
weeks, with Sir John Pringle as his travelling companion. and during that time
they were both presented at Court. the then King being Louis XV. They were
not only presented. but they had the privilege of attending the Grand Couvert,
when the Royal family supped in public. This was the beginning of Franklin’s
saying that in accordance with the Scriptural proverb, diligent men shall stand
before kings.  During his lifetime he was successively in the presence of
George II., George III.. Louis XV., Christian VII., and Louis XVI.

Before giving any account of Franklin's Masonic activities in France, I
see opening up hefore me a most tempting by-path, along which I am going to
drag you willy-nilly. and this will constitute our second diversion. And who is
to be conductor in this foreign clime? No less a person than M. de Bachaumont.
Have you previously made his acquaintance? If not, it is time that you did so.
for he is a very informing < Mounseer.” The Correspondence of Bachaumont,
which was published in 36 volumes. contains on the title-page of its first volume
the following high-sounding synopsis of its contents. I will give it in full:
" Secret Memoirs to serve for the history of the Republic of Letters in France
from 1762 up to the present time, or the Journal of an Observer. containing
Analyses of the Theatre Pieces which have appeared during that time: relations
of Literary Assemblies: notices of books both new, clandestine, and prohibited:
fugitive pieces. rare or in manuscript, in prose and in verse: Vaudevilles on the
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Court. Anecdotes and Bons Mots: the praises of Savants. Artists and Men of
Letters who are dead. ete.. etc.” (Printed) ‘* at London, at John Adamson’s.
1780.”

This Correspondence. begun in 1762, and addressed to subscribers. did not
stop at the death of its first author: it was continued to the end of 1787 by
literary men who were well known in Parisian society. M. de Bachaumount was
rencwned amongst his countrymen for his varied knowledge and his exquisite
taste. He presided at the ‘* Conferences Academiques ’ that were established
by a woman of a ready wit. well-known in France. and abroad. Mdme. Doublet.
Tt is said that Bachaumont regarded neither filthy lucre nor fame: he spoke
according to his inner thoughts: he did not belong to any party, or any clique.
and nothing could prevent him recording his judgment in all its integrity. Now
what has this worthy man to tell us about *“ M. Franklin? "’ A good deal that
is interesting. far more than I could use wherewith to weary you, so I am forced
to a judicious selection of a few anecdotes of a purely general character,
presenting to us Franklin in his French dress. When we come to the DMasonic
part of Franklin’s French career, we shall likely once more summon Bachaumont
to our aid. TFor the present let us pick out a few choice passages: * On Twelfth
Night M. Franklin made up his mind to distribute the ° pain-beni’?! on the
morrow. although a Protestant. and not a householder. He was quite pleased
about this ceremony, and had therefore got in readiness 13 brioches,* the number
of the thirteen colonies of united America. He wished to put a little flag on
each. and that there should be inscribed on the first of these flags the word
‘ Liberty.” The curé, who afterwards sat down to dinner with this insurgent.
manifested some repugnance at this extraordinary behaviour. The word
‘ Liberty ' especially angered him: the bishop of Xaintes, also present. pressed
the point of indignation. and said that it would not be possible for the curé to
tolerate such an innovation. Mdlle d'Eon’’ (of whom I expect you have all
heard). © who was present. was consulted. She replied that she had nothing to
add to what the members of the Church had decided: but in her opinion she
would add a political reason, not less weighty, and that was that as they were
barely three leagues from Versailles it would not be becoming to use a word that
was not liked and that no one would wish to make public in that august abode.”
As to the swite of this event we have no information—its end must be left to
playful imagination. ’

I now pass to another passage: ‘' It is only six months since the Govern-
ment would not sanction an allegorical coiffure for the insurgents: to-day it finds
itself in a worse fix by the proposed issue of a political engraving. which exhibits
the triumph of these same insurgents: it is entitled ‘ The Independent America.’
It has been executed by M. Borel: and M. Vasseur, Engraver to the King, will
do the engraving. This is its composition. Omne sees M. Franklin freeing
America, who embraces the statue of Liberty. 1inerva shelters the wise
legislator with her shield; Prudence and Courage overthrow their enemy. that is
to say. England. who in her fall drags down a Neptune whose trident is broken.
On the right of Liberty are Agriculture and Commerce. and the Arts applaud
this happy revolution. The proofs will not appear till the end of the year.”

T will add yet another passage: ‘“ M. de la Fayette is so enthusiastic
about this new republic, to the creation of which he has in no small measure
contributed, that he has named his newly-born daughter. Virginia; his boy is
called George, because that is the name of Washington. When M. de la Fayette
told Franklin about the mew arrival. and of the name he had given her, the
Doctor jocularly remarked that he hoped the Marquis would have enough children
to represent each province of America, but it might happen that some names
would not be quite euphonious, and that one might suppose that Master Con-
necticut or Miss Massachusetts would not be too satisfied with their naming.”

! The ! pain-heni '’ is bread that is carried round in baskets in many Paris
churches, and distributed to the congregation at the end of the Mass.
. 2 The ** brioche 7 is a small faney loaf, which could be divided into a number of
pieces.
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This will sufficiently show you the nature of the work, and serve to
establish in your minds the extraordinary prestige with which Franklin was
invested in a foreign country. He was now over seventy years of age, and yet
he was not too old to be insensible to the attractions of female society. In fact,
we may say. in the language of a Parisian trying to speak English, = 'E give
what you call—a—ze glad eye.”” He is reported, according to Seward's
Anecdotes, to have said that the purest and most useful friend a man could
have was a French woman of a certain age, who had no desigus upon his person.
" They are so ready,” he would add. “to do you service, and, from their

knowledge. know so well how to serve you wisely.”” *“No one undertakes to say
how many likenesses of Franklin were made whilst he was in Paris. But they
are to be numbered by hundreds . . . The first of these pictures to gain

celebrity is one which has always been well known. It is by C. N. Cochin
Beneath this picture the publishers intended to place the following inscription,
“He is the honour and the bulwark of the new hemisphere: the waves of Ocean
become calm at his voice: he represses or directs. according to his liking, the
thunder. He who disarms the gods, can he fear king!?’ The French censor-
ship suppressed these lines as blasphemous.”” Yes. the scorpion may have been
a comparatively harmless one. but all the same the sting was in the tail, and
the form of the sting resembled the word ‘ King.’

I daresay you will think that all this is very irrelevant, but I hope you
will see later on that a good deal of it fits into the picture we are endeavouring
to paint.

To be once more Aasonic, Bro. Sachse, in his admirable address at the
Franklin Bicentenary Celebration, gives us details concerning Franklin’s Masonic
career in France. And first as to the Craft. He says: ‘‘ Franklin arrived
in Paris in November, 1776, and before many months we find him afflliated with
one of the most important Masonic Lodges under the Grand Orient of Framnce.
He was elected a member of the Lodge of the Nine Sisters or Muses in 1777
or 1778 . . . In November, 1778, Franklin officiated at a Lodge of Sorrow
held in memory of Brother Voltaire . . . In the year 1782 Franklin served
as Venerable of the Lodge.”” This will serve as outline. but there is a great
deal to be filled in.  And, first of all, let me say a few words about this very
remarkable Lodge, Les Veuf Socurs. A whole paper might be written about
the Lodge and its members, its varying fortunes, its standing as one of the
premier Lodges in France, its work in fostering and preserving all the arts, its
admirable rules and regulations, but this must all be put aside. It is not to our
purpose, which is to show Franklin's connection with the Lodge. But I must
in the first instance inform you as to the reason for the founding of the Lodge.
Lalande. the celebrated French astronomer. had established a ZLoge des Seiences
in order to group together Freemasons who made scientific pursuits and investiga-
tions their life-work. His friend. Helvetius, has an idea to enlarge this frame-
work, and to found a Lodge in which one might unite serants, philosophers,
men of letters, and artists, and meet under the patronage of the Muses. But
those were troublous times for Masonry in France, and the situation did not
allow of the establishment of new Lodges, so poor Helvetius died before he
could see the realisation of his project. Lalande took up the work on behalf of
his departed friend, and, when he saw the opportunity, eventually established
the Lodge. becoming the first Master. He resigned his official position in the
Grand Orient, and was made an Honorary Grand Officer.

We first meet with Franklin's name, as a visitor to the Lodge. in con-
nection with that memorable event. the initiation of Voltaire at eighty-four years
of age. Before the initiation, and soon after Voltaire had received a deputation,
headed by Lalande, from the Lodge. and had promised to become an initiate,
Franklin had had an interview with Voltaire. Voltaire, in a letter to the
AMarquis de Florian. says, ** M. Franklin has been to see me at my hotel, as I
was very ill. e desired me to give my blessing to his godson. I gave/ it to
him, -saying, ‘ God and Liberty.” This was in the presence of twenty people who
were in the room.””  Bachaumont. alluding to this scene, says that Voltaire
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pronounced with emphasis the three words. ‘‘ God. Liberty, Tolerance,’”” whilst
Ballantyne, writing of the same occurrence. says. ‘‘ Voltaire. speaking in English,
said, " God and Liberty is the only blessing fitting for Franklin's children.” ”’

Voltaire was initiated on the Tth of April, 1778. The hour is not given:
it simply says, ‘ dans la matinée.”” There was an extraordinary assemblage,
comprising, in addition to the dignitaries of the Grand Orient. noted members
of the French aristocracy, and other visitors of high distinction. Talande
presided, and the Comte Stroganoff (Chamberlain to the Empress Catherine of
Russia) and Colonel Laroche were the Wardens. Voltaire was conducted into
the Lodge by a deputation of nine members. and he entered leaning on the
arms of Franklin and Court de Gebelin. He was invested with' the apron that
Helvetius had worn. and he raised it to his lips in homage to so good a man
and so eminent a Mason. At the succeeding banquet. Voltaire. after the first
few toasts had been given, asked permission to withdraw. owing to the delicate
state of his health. On the 30th of May the new initiate had breathed his last.
If T were writing about Voltaire, I should have launched forth into a long
description of this memorable ceremony. but as it is I must not. and will not.
linger. prone as one may be to do so over such an historical event in Masonry.

The next occasion on which we find Franklin at the Lodge is at the .
Masonic Apotheosis of Voltaire. This was a really wonderful rite. and at this
meeting Franklin and Stroganoff acted as Wardens, Lalande again presiding.
Towards the end of this amazing and impressive spectacle, Lalande. together
with the newest initiate (who was no other than Greuze. the famous French
painter). and Mdme. de Villette (Voltaire’s adopted daughter) crowned Franklin,
as also the writer of the Zloye that was recited. and the painter of the picture
representing the Apotheosis of Voltaire, with wreaths of flowers. The crowned
ones deposited their crowns at the foot of the bust -of Voltaire.

In 1778, the Lodge celebrated at Passy their summer feast of St. John.
and made it a very special occasion in honour of Franklin., who lived. as we
have already heard. at Passy. and who had joined the Lodge after the initiation
of Voltaire had taken place. During the féte Franklin was presented with the
apron that had belonged to Helvetius, and that had been worn by Voltairs.

We are told by the biographer of the Lodge, Frére Amiable, that Lalande,
at the end of his third year of office. declined re-election, and desired to be
replaced by a man more eminent than himself. So Franklin was elected DMaster
on the 21st of May. 1779. 1In the history of the Lodge we have at this juncture
a short account of Franklin’s Masonic career in America, and in glancing at it
I see that I have made an important omission in not mentioning his reprint of
our Book of Constitutions. This was done because the original English edition
was exhausted, and the -American demand could not be supplied from home
sources. This was the first Masonic book published in America. Though it
was advertised in the Pennsylvania Gazetie in May, 1734, it was not ready for
delivery till August of that year. when seventy copies were sent to Boston. Tt
is said that only a few copies of the hook are now in existence.

Franklin was Jaster or Ténéralle of the Lodge Les Neuf Socurs for two
vears, as he was re-elected in 1780. In August. 1779. a féte was held to mark
Franklin’s election to the chair of the Lodge. It took the form of a literary
and artistic assembly. and it was presided over by the Comte de Milly, the
Senior Warden. in Franklin’s absence. In regard to this absence, Bachaumont
tells us that, although Franklin accepted the position of Master. yet he laid down
as a condition of such acceptance that he must be excused from fulfilling with
scrupulous exactitude the duties of his office.  As the Lodge desired that his
name should appear on the list of Masters. he was left free to absent himself
when other duties demanded his presence elsewhere. The first part of this enter-
tainment consisted of musical items and readings. Then all the company went
into an upstairs room to view an exhibition of artistic and scientific productions.
We are told that “ this long meeting. which was found to be short by the
brethren, as also by the ladies. finished, according to usage. with a banquet
which was simple and ‘spirituel." the pleasures of which were prolonged till
far into the night.”
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In the second year of Franklin’s mastership an event of some importance
took place. This was the foundation. through the agency of the Lodge. of an
artistic Society known as the Sorieté A pollonicine. This was really a sort of
off shoot of the Lodge. and it eventually led to the foundation of the J/uséc de
Daris.

There was also another important event in this same year. and that was
the affiliation of. or the introduction as a joining member of the Lodge. of the
celebrated Paul Jones. I believe there are even to-day some people who regard
the name of Paul Jones with horror. and conjure up for themselves some terrific
picture of a ferocious pirate. a sort of Gilbert-and-Sullivan creature. coming on
the stage. staggering under the weight of fire-arms. and roaring at the top of
his voice. ** I am the Pirate King.”” My youthful fancies of such a commonly
acknowledged desperado were of a flerce bully with a pistol behind each ear and
a dagger between his teeth. But this is all wrong.  Paul Jones was a most
accomplished man: the darling of the ladies. and the one-time favourite of the
great Empress Catherine. who made him a Rear-Admiral.  So much was he
thought of in France that the King presented him with a sword of honour. and
created him Chevalier.  Franklin. ever since he had known him, had always
been his guiding genius, and the relation between the two was really more like
father and son. than friend to friend. It must have been a great joy to
Franklin to be able to welcome so dear a friend as a member of this illustrious
Lodge.

Jones became a joining member of the Lodge. because when a young man
he had been initiated in a Lodge in Scotland. that country being the land of
his birth. Tike his friend and philosopher, he did not as a rule talk or write
about Masonry.  The arduous nature of his career would doubtless militate
against any idea of Masonic progress, and he must have been largely influenced
in his determination to apply for membership of the Veuf Soeurs by the
knowledge that Franklin was the Master. On the Ist of May of that year a
féte was held to celebrate this new accession of strength to the Lodge. la
Dixmerie. who was ever at hand on such occasions, composed -a discourse in
honour of Jones. This was afterwards printed. and we find an allusion to it in
the pages of Bachaumont, where it is said that < in this discourse La Dixmerie
moralises on the origin of Masonry. tracing it back to the ancient orders of
chivalry. which orders derived it from the ancient mysteries.””  The discoursse
ended with a quatrain. but, as I am no poet. T am afraid T cannot translate it
into suitable verse. I can only therefore give you the spirit of the thing, which
was this: “ Jones. fertile in resource in his naval engagements. acts towards his
enemies as a skilful coquette would act towards us. You think to capture her,
and you are yourself captured.’’ '

It must have been during his mastership that Franklin attended a Lodge
of Adoption. but I cannot fix any date to this event. T find allusion to it in a
paper written by the late Bro. Harry Guy. and in these words: ** The Lodge of
the Nine Sister Muses received Franklin in a Lodge of Adoption at Auteuil, in
the house of Sister Helvetius. which was made the cccasion of a brilliant féte.””
I venture to think that Franklin must have had a great fancy for these
junketings. for the celebrated Mdme. Campan. in her Aemoirs, tells us that
" elegant fétes were given to Dr. Franklin. who united the renown of one of the
most skilful naturalists with the patriotic virtues which had made him embrace
the noble role of Apostle of Liberty. I was present at one of those fétes '
(Mdme. Campan was herself. if T am not greatly mistaken. a Sister Mason)
" where the most beautiful of three hundred women was designated to go and
place on the philosopher’s white locks a crown of laurel. and to give the old man
two kisses on his cheeks.” A print that was widely circulated in Ameriea,
vepresented a beautiful lady crowning the Doctor with laurel. as he sits in the
midst of an elegant assembly of ladies and gentlemen. prominent among whom
are Louis XVI. and Marie Antoinette. This must be a picture of the event to
which T have just alluded, but T think, as a matter of historical accuracy. we
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had better delete the Royal personages. Marie Antoinette had more than a
leaning towards Masonry, a leaning which was engendered by the prattle of
the Court ladies, but I should hardly look upon the sixteenth Louis as being
friendly to the Craft.

1 have already mentioned llelvetius as being the originator in idea of the
Lodge ZLes Neuf Soeurs, and heve. in connection with this féte. we have a
mention of Mdme. Helvetius. so it may not be amiss to give some brief details
concerning both husband and wife. Ielvetius himself was a man of fortune,
holding an important Government post. He spent the income from this in
supporting and encouraging literary aspivants. After thirteen years of work as
Fermier feneral. be retived. marvied a charming and intelligent woman (who
was related to Marie Antoinette) and betook Dimself to literature. Ilis hook.
De UBsprit. as it contained teaching directly contrary to ecclesiastical dogma.
though it had been printed with the King’s approval. was condemmed both at
Paris and Rome and was publicly burnt. The author thought it well in these
circumstances to pay visits to Berlin and London. and in both places he was
received with open arms. During twenty years the swlon of Mdme. Helvetius
was the rendezvous of all that was intellectual. After the death of her husband
she bought a property at Auteuil. She still continued her receptions. but on
a less brilliant scale. Among those who paid court to her and indeed aspired
to her hand was our friend Benjamin, now a widower. But Madame remained
faithful to her first partuer. and died when eighty years old. Beside extending
an especial welcome at all times to Masons. she showed her intsrest in the
Neuf Soeurs by presenting to that Lodge her husband’s Masonic clothing and
decorations. The picture one forms of this estimable lady is rather of a female
of the blue-stocking type. somewhat hard and aggressive. with a piercing eye
ever observant of decorum, and a somewhat manly voice suggesting absolute
mastery. But this is a deceiving portrait, and nothing like the original. for
Mrs. Adams. who joined her husbaud in Paris before Franklin left that city.
gives us a rather startling account of a visit to Mdme. Helvetius’ house to
partake of dinner. There may he in her remarks a spice of feminine jealousy.
and a want of acquaintance with the Parisian manners of that day. but we
must take her account as being substantially true. And this is what she says:
* Madame entered the room with a careless jaunty air: upon seeing ladies who
were strangers to her. she bawled out, * Ah. mon Dieu. where is Franklin? Why
did you not tell me there were ladies here?’ You must suppose her speaking
all this in French. * How I look?’ said she. taking hold of a chemise made of
tiffany. which she had on over a blue lute-string. and which looked as much on
the decay as her beauty, for she was once a handsome woman. Her hair was
frizzled: over it she had a small straw hat. with a dirty gauze half-handkerchief
round it, and a bit of dirtier gauze than ever my maids wore, was bowed on
behind. She had a black gauze scarf thrown over her shoulders . . . When
we went into the room to dine. she was placed between the Doctor and Mr. Adams.
She carried on the chief of the conversation at dinner. frequently locking her
hand into the Doctor’s, and sometimes spreading her arms upcen the backs of
both the gentlemen’s chairs, then throwing her arm carelessly upon the Doctor’s
neck . . . After dinner she threw herself upon a settee. where she shewed
more than her feet . . . This is one of the Doctor’s miost intimate friends,
with whom he dines once a week, and she with him.  She is vich and is my
near neighbour.”” T suppose this is what one would call a very ‘ catty’ account
of one’s hostess, but the fact that Mdme. Helvetius was seated between the
Doctor and Mr. Adams may explain the somewhat vitriolic nature of the com-
ments,

A certain Mdme. Brillon was another of Franklin’s French friends. He
describes her as ‘“ a lady of most vespectable character and pleasing conversation :
mistress of an amiable family in this neighbourhood. with which I spend an
evening twice in every week. She has, among other elegant accomplishments,
that of an excellent musician; and with her daughters. whd sing prettily. and
some friends who play. she kindly entertains me and my grandson with little
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concerts, a cup of tea. and a game of chess. T call this my Opera. for I rarely
go to the Opera in Paris.”” Some of Franklin’s witty effusions. such as ™ The
Detition of the Left Hand,' * The HMandsome and Deformed Leg.”” ** Morals of
Chess,”” and ‘* The Dialogue between Franklin and the Gout.”” were written for
the amusement of Mdme. Brillon’s circle. These pieces were probably composed
by Franklin in Englich, and translated into French by some member of the
company.

Tt is not quite certain that Franklin did write the Gout Dialogue, but
as it appeared (with his name attached) in a small collection of his works printed
at Paris. it has been generally taken to be genuine. Madam Gout gives Franklin
a good rating for his course of life. and the quoting of a short passage will show
us how many of his days were passed at this comparatively pleasant period of
his existence. So listen for a moment to Madam Gout: **If your situation in
life is a sedentary one, your amusements, your recreations. at least. should be
active. You ought to walk or ride: or, if the weather prevents that, play at
billiards. But let us examine your course of life. While the mornings are
long, and you have leisure to go abroad, what do you do? Why. instead of
gaining an appetite for breakfast by salutary exercise, you amuse yourself with
books, pamphlets. or newspapers. which are commonly not worth the veading.
You eat an inordinate breakfast. four dishes of tea. with cream. and one or two
buttered toasts, with slices of hung beef. which I fancy are not the things most
easily digested. Immediately afterwards you sit down at your desk. or converse
with persons who apply to you on business. Thus the time passes till one. with-
out any kind of bodily exercise . . . What is your practice after dinner?
Walking in the beautiful gardens of those friends with whom you have dined
would be the choice of men of sense: yours is to be fixed down to chess. where
you are found engaged for two or three hours. Wrapt in the speculations of
this wretched game, you destroy your constitution.”” This is only part of a long
harangue. T fanecy there are some of us who may feel just as guilty as Franklin
did under these accusing words. and I sometimes think that Madam Gout must
grin sardonically at our Masonic banquets and City dinners. We shall do well
to bear her precepts in mind.

We have again strayed a long way from Franklin's Masonic career. but
T am anxious that you should have a glimpse of him in his social doings whilst
in France. as they exhibit in him that spirit of geniality which is a pleasing
attribute of brethren united in a common fraternity. We will now resume our
proper investigation.

In the year 1782 we find Franklin mentioned as a member of the Royale
Loge des Commandeurs du Temple. a I’Ouest de Carcassonne, and on April 24,
1785. he succeeds Prince Galitzine as Ténérable d’honneur. When the Grand
Orient constituted this Lodge on the 17th of July. 1785, and allowed it to date
as from the 6th of February, 1774, it recalled the fact that the Lodge really
commenced its labours on the 16th of June, 1758, but there remains no record
of its early years. It stopped working during the period of the Revolution,
and appears afterwards to have been united with the Lodge Parfaite Amitié,
also of Carcassonne, which is said to have been constituted by some unknown
authority in 1774. In the Lodge List Franklin is described as Frére e Docteur
Franklin, Ambassadeur des Itats-Unis de I’ Amerique, but someone has put a
stroke through the word * Ambassadeur * and written over it Ministre Plenip'™.
T doubt much whether Franklin, during his stay in France, went so far south as
Carcassonne, though it is just possible that he may have visited that famous city,
with its coronet of towers and walls, during some period of relaxation, without
any record being left of such visit. In either case there can be no doubt about
his being a member of the above-mentioned Lodge.

We are told that in 1785 Franklin was elected an honorary member of
the Loge des Bons Amis at Rouen. A letter was sent to Franklin. signed by
the officers of the Lodge, and with the Lodge seal attached, expressing gratifica-
tion at so distinguished a personage consenting to become a member. So far
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as T can discover, there is no trace of a Lodge of that name meeting at Rouen:
I fancy that some mistake must have been made in the name of the Lodge.'

Bro. Sachse informs us that several medals were struck abroad in honour
of Franklin's Masonic career, and notably two in connection with the Lodge
of the Yeuf Soeurs. “* One, engraved by Bernier, is in the Grand Lodge Library
at Philadelphia: it has upon the obverse the bust of Franklin, and the inscrip-
tion. * Benj. Franklin Minis®. Plen'. Des IEtats Unis de 1'Ameri?. Sept.
MDCCLXXIITI." On the reverse is a temple of the Muses, with nine female
figures. and the inscription, ‘ De Leurs Travaux naitra Leur Gloire des Neuf
Soeurs.” The other specimen is at Rostock, Germany. belonging to the Grand
Lodge of Mecklenburg, and bears the inscription. ‘ Les Mac.". Franc.. & Franklin
M.. De La L.. Des 9 Soeurs O.". de Paris 5779.°

Franklin left France to return to Philadelphia in 1785, and soon after his
arrival in America. he was, at the age of seventy-nine, elected President of
Pennsylvania. Under the date 20th of October, 1785, Bachaumont gives us
this item of news: ‘‘ Extract from a letter from Philadelphia of Sept. 17
Mr. Franklin arrived here on the day before yesterday. the 15th. looking in
better health than when he left Paris. He has been received as if he were a
tutelary deity: it has been a day of general rejoicing: the ships were beflagged.
even the English vessels. He took 45 days crossing from France. D. Houdon
has arrived with him. He has returned to his daughter her son. now a fine-
grown lad. who has lost that childish aspect which he had when he was taken
to Paris in 1776."

Further on we learn that Houdon’s mission to America was to draw and
model George Washington, as Congress had given him a commission to execute
a statue of that worthy. Jean-Antoine Houdon, a member of Les Neuf Socurs.
is named successively in the Lodge Lists as ‘* Sculptor to the King.” ** Member
of the Royal Academy of Painting, and Sculptor to the Emperor. member of
the Institute, and professor.”” He was born at Versailles in 1741, and died at
Paris in 1828. He gained the ' Prix de Rome ' when he was twenty. and then
lived for ten years in Italy. The members of the Neuf Soeurs whom he
portrayed in sculpture were Lalande. Franklin, Paul Jones. Condorcet. Le
Peletier de DMorfontaine. Dupaty., Pastoret. and Voltaire. The statue of
Voltaire, which is an object of admiration to those who visit the Comedie
Frangaise. has been declared to be his chef-d oenvre. One of the ° Salles de
Sculpture ' in the ‘ Musée du Louvre’ still bears his name. Another notice in
Bachaumont, under date 31st of March. 1786, in an extract from a letter from

! Since writing this naper. some documents have come into my possession, which
prove conclusively that there really was a = loge des Bons Amis ' at Rouen. These
documents consist of four letters, one of which is addressed to the I.odge by the
“ Loge L’Ardente Amitié ' at Rouen, the other three coming respectively from the
“ Toge de la Celeste Amitié ' of Rouen, and the '* Loge de la Parfaite Union =~ of
the same city. There is no mention of Franklin, and T only add this posteript to
correct my suggestion as to the wrong name being given to the Rouen Lodge of which
Franklin was made a member. These letters belong to the vears 1782, 1785, and 1786.
In one of them it is interesting to note that in place of the usual fraternal amiabilities,

such phrases are used as  a spirit of hostility of evil intent.” ' a decision consigned
to yvour archives of an outrageous character.”” ** an assumed silence with regard to
certain summonses sent to you by us.”’  The letter goes on to say that * everyvthing

has combined to impose upon us the duty of sorrowing in silence, and abstaining from
visiting a Lodge that had adopted a plan of action as hostile as it was unjust.”
There was evidentlv an aggrieved feeling amongst the members of this Lodge of
- L’Ardente Amitié ' against the ‘‘ Bons Amis,”” but happily the letter concludes with
an appeal virtually to pack troubles away. and a proposal to mark the restored good
understanding by a friendly visit to the Lodge. Amongst the signatures appended to
this letter we have the name of Jean Mathews, ** ex-venerable et Rose Croix.”” This
was the Mason who (according to Bord) petitioned the Grand Lodge of Edinburgh for
power to establish a metropolitan Chapter and a Provincial Grand Lodge in connection
with the Lodge *‘ Ardente Amitié.”" We are told that his petition was granted. and
that the Lodge resolved to become known as the sole centre of the higher grades,
abandoning to the Grand Orient the supremacy over the symbolic grades, As the
letter to the “ Bons Amis ' is dated 1786, the very time when Mathews was engaged
in this business. it may be that this explains the cause of the dispute. especially if
the *“ Loge des Bons Amis ' adopted a ‘ non-placet ’ attitude.
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Philadelphia, runs thus: ‘ The 17th of this month [January] our worthy
Governor, Benjamin Franklin. on entering his eighty-first year. was honoured
by the printers of this town, who wished to celebrate on his natal day the
virtues of one who may bhe described as the disciple. the friend, and the patrou
of printing. With this end in view, they invited him to a special dinner, not
as President of the Executive Council of the Republic of Pennsylvania, but in
his capacity as a printer. The following toasts were drunk: - To the worthy

Doctor Franklin, printer, philosopher. and diplomat '@ * To the inventor of
printing, that art which excels in excellence ": ‘To all the printers spread over
the surface of the earth’: °To all those who have made printing a useful
agency.” '’ -

Franklin was succeded in his French post by Thomas Jefferson. and
Jefferson, in a letter written to a Dr. Willlam Smith, of Philadelphia. makes
charming reference to his predecessor. He writes: ‘°The succession to Dr.
Franklin at the Court of France was an excellent school of humility to me.
On being presented to anyone as the minister of America, the common-place
question was, ‘ C'est vous. Monsieur, qui remplacez le docteur Franklin? ™ T
generally answered. ‘ No one can replace him, sir, I am only his successor.” "
Jefferson goes on, in a later part of his letter. to speak of an item of news of
some considerable interest. when he says that the King of France gave Franklin
““a signal testimony of respect by joining him with some of the most illustrious
men of the nation to examine that ignis-fatuus of philosophy. the animal
magnetism of the maniac. Mesmer: the pretended effects of which had astonished
all Paris. From Dr. Franklin's hand. in conjunction with his brethren of the
learned committee. that compound of fraud and folly was unveiled. and received
its death-wound.””  Mesmer has. as we know. been many times accused of
being a charlatan. but it appears to me that to describe him as a maniac is
rather rushing to an extremity of absurdity. There is no doubt that Mesmer.
like others of his time. traded to some extent on the gullibility of his patients;
he saw his opportunity: he gauged the neurotic tendencles which he saw about
him, and he did not miss a chance of making acquaintance with Miss Filthy
Lucre. But I think all will acknowledge that at the bottom of his system
there was a vital element that the medical profession has not lost sight of in
its further search for knowledge.

During Franklin’s sojourn in France great changes had taken place in
American Masonry. for a new Grand Lodge “ of the Province of Pennsylvania
and the Territories Thereunto Belonging '’ had taken the place of the old one.
A new generation had arisen with attendant new ideas and new formule, and
Franklin must have found bhimself romewhat out of joint with the times. so far
as Masonry was concerned. At the moment of Franklin’s retwrn the 1lasons of
his Province were taking steps to declare themselves a Sovereign Grand Lodge,
szvering all bonds that connected them with the Grand Lodge of England. So
Franklin in his old age became. so far as one can tell for lack of documentary
evidence. an unafliliated Mason in his own jurisdiction. and he seems from this
moment to be practically unconnected to a large degree with the Craft.

Bro. Sachse gives some interesting details of the happenings concerning
subsequent Masonic events which are certainly worth quoting. especially as
Franklin’s name is once more brought into prominence. We are told that * for
the purpose of bringing all Freemasons together aud uniting them under one
jurisdiction whether they were Ancients or Moderns, a procession and feast was
projected by the R.W. Grand Lodge for St. John the Evangelist's Day. Decem-
ber 27. 1786.”" The following advertisement was inrerted in the local news-
papers: “ All Free and Accepted Masons are particularly requested to meet on
Wednesday, the 27th instant (being the anniversary of St. John the Evangelist)
at Mr. Duplissi’s Long-Room, in Church Alley. precisely at 9 o’clock in the
Forenoon. to proceed from thence in Masonic form to St. Paul's Church. where
a Charity Sermon will be delivered for the Relief of the Poor of the Craft, the
Poor of the Congregation and the distressed Prisoners in gaol. After the
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Sermon an Anthem will be sung by the gentlemen of the Uranian Society. By
order of the Grand Master, Asshetom Humphreys, Grand Secretary.”' !

An article concerning this event was published in the Pennsylvania Packet.
written in such grandiloquent style that it would be a pity to miss the opportunity
of reproducing some of its quaint and thoroughly fulsome phraseology. The
first passage I shall give you is, as you will see. in a somewhat subdued and
formal vein: '*This being the first procession of the Grand Lodge since the
declaration of its independency and separation from the masonic government
and the authority of foreign jurisdiction, the public attention (observes a cor-
respondent) will very probably be much fascinated and engaged, and, of course,
every pains exercised by the managers of ceremonies. to make the procession as
respectable as the mnature of theé circumstances will admit, consistent with the
land marks and boundaries. laid down and prescribed by the immemorial rules
and customs of the ancient craft.”” The second passage bursts these somewhat
confining bounds, and launches forth into a riot of simulated Masonic ecstasy. as
you will perceive: ** The Grand Lodge and its respective officers . . . the
members of the royal arch . . . and the knights, princes, sovereigns, and
grand inspectors of the sublime lodge of perfection, where GREAT LIGHT from
the GRAND EAST, at Berlin, has diffused its extemsive RAYS . . . with
their respective jewels and ornamental badges and habits, must unquestionably
afferd a most lively variety, and present such a noble sense of order, as we are
taught alone to expect from a venerable institution which avows no object but
brotherly love, and has no other tendency than to soften the disposition and
harmonise the heart, and to maintain the welfare and dignity of associated man.”’

At last, after all this rhodomontade, we come to a conmecting link with
our subject, in a mention of the dear old Doctor's name: ** The sermon was
preached by the Rev. Joseph Pilmore, Rector of the United Churches of Trinity,
St. Thomas. and All Saints. The dedication reads, ‘ To His Excellency Benjamin
Franklin, Esq., President of the Supreme Executive Council of the State of
Pennsylvania: a most sublime philosopher: the friend of his Country: a great
and successful Asserter of Liberty, with all the rights essential to the happiness
of human nature: an illustrious Brother. whose distinguished merit among
Masons entitles him to their highest veneration: whose eminent and long estab-
lished virtues endear him to his fellow Citizens, as a small testimony of the most
sincere and cordial affection the following Sermon is very respectfully inscribed
by the AUTHOR. "~ '

With regard to the reference that has been made so pointedly to a
* sublime lodge of perfection’’ in the antecedent paragraph, we read in the
second volume of ‘* Freemasonry in Peunsylvania = an explanation, which states
that ' after the establishment of a ' Lodge of Grand Elect. Perfect and Sublime
AMasons’ in Philadelphia. June 25, 1781, the meetings were held with more or
less regularity in the Lodge room. in Videll's Alley, in the old Freemason’s
Lodge. and. finally, after the sale of the latter house. in Joseph Jorris’ building
in Black Horse Alley.”” The dedication of this room in Black Horse Alley was
noticed as ‘*an occasion of much ceremony '’ in the issue of the Pennsylvania
Journal for September 24, 1785. It is stated that ‘' there has been no instance
of a masonic procession which exhibited a more respectable appearance, and the
solemnities used in consecrating the lodge were very striking.”” Amongst the
toasts given at the ensuing °‘ pretty collation’’ were these: ‘‘Our beloved
Brother George Washington, the intended Grand Master of America ’: ‘° That
dignified Philosopher and Friend to Mankind. Brother Benjamin Franklin '’
and later on, these three toasts which are rather unaccustomed on a Masonic
programme. though their sentiment is undoubtedly quite in keeping with our
traditions.  These three are labelled thus: ‘“May the rust of discord never
corrode the present polished chain of Masonic Fellowship '; * May health,

1 “This Mr. Duplissi was Brother Peter Le Barbier Duplessis, who for a number
of years served as Grand Secretary, and D.G.M. of the R.W. Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania, and who was one of the chief factors in establishing a Sublime Lodge of
Perfection in Philadelphia in the later decades of the eighteenth century.”
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stability and power be ever the supporters of our Lodge ' : ‘‘1llay Beauty and
Merit be the reward of Virtue and Secrecy 7 In the very beglnnlnor of this
newspaper notice we are told that this *° Sublime Lodge =~ was * for conferring
the superior degrees of Masonry.”

I have wondered whether Franklin ever got further than the ‘blue " (/.c..
Craft) Masonry: there are sundry indications which might lead one to think
that he had possibly become associated with other degrees whilst in France.
The fact that his toast was given at the above-mentioned consecration does not
necessarily lend weight to such a supposition, but at the same time it does not
weaken the idea. It has been suggested that the Masonic body at Carcassonne
to which he became attached might have represented some Masonic order of
chivalry, though from the evidence I am obliged to retain my own opinion that
it was a Lodge, belonging to the same category as the Neuf Soewrs. what we
know to-day as a Craft Lodge. Tt is a point of some interest. but I cannot
for the moment discover where in the enveloping darkness we can look for the
cranny of light which shall give us an inkling of the true situation.

I have alluded to the fact that on Franklin’s return to Philadelphia there
was evidence of a desire in the Masonic circle to break away from the allegiance
to our Grand Lodge. and as has been hinted. on Sept. 25, 1786. the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvanla declared its independence. As this constitutes an
historical landmark in the history of American Masonry, I will further allude
to an account of this important action which appeared three days later in the
Pennsylvania Packet. Tt is said that this was written by Bro. Duplessis, who
has already been mentioned. It will be quite sufficient to give a short extract
from this unconscionably long article, and what I shall quote will show the root-
cause of the severance, and the gracefully-expressed terms in which the con-
tinuance of friendly relations was desired. We read that ** although Masoury
disavows any manner of connection with politics or faction. and it is right it
should be so, yet considering a separation has taken place between Britain and
America, it would be as improper and absurd that we should again yield
obedience to her wild. extravagant claims of power. as that the Lodges of this
independent country should be subordinate to foreign jurisdiction in any part
of the world. Notwithstanding our masonic dependence is now no more, yet
those fine spun chords of love and sympathy, by which the fraternity are drawn
together. as a band of brothers, cemented by the most indissoluble of ties, will
ever induce us to cultivate the most sociable and friendly intercourse
We shall endeavour to hold forth every engaging allurement that the membels
of the British Grand Lodges may approach. and apply their elegant and wonder-
working - fingers to finish the beauties of so well-ordered a Dome in this new
Empire. and make this favorite land, what we really wish, the distinguished
residence. the last best retreat of heaven-born Masonry."

Meanwhile, whilst all this quiet upheaval is progressing, Franklin is
carrying on his Presidential duties. and enjoying in a peaceful old age the sweets
and joys of a happy domesticity. He writes to a friend in London, ** The
companions of my youth are indeed almost all departed, but I find an agreeable
society among their children and grandchildren. I have public business enough
to preserve me from °ennui,’ and private amusement besides in conversation.
books, my garden. and cribbage . . . T have indeed now and then a little
compunction in reflecting that I spend time so idly: but another reflection comes
to relieve me. whispering. * You know that the soul is immortal: why then should
you be such a niggard of a little time. when you have a whole eternity before
you?’ . . . As to public amusements, we have neither plays nor operas. but
we had yesterday a kind of oratorio., and we have assemblies, balls, and councerts,
besides little parties at one anothers’ houses. in which there is sometimes dancing,
and frequently good music.”’

We have a delightful picture of the old man in his comparative retire-
ment, taken from the diary of Dr. Manasseh Cutler. a noted clergyman and
botanist of Massachusetts (and afterwards a member of Congress) who visited
Franklin in July, 1787. The diarist writes: “ We found him in his garden,
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sitting upon a grass plot, under a very large mulberry tree, with several other
gentlemen and two or three ladies. When Mr. Gerry introduced me, he rtose
from his chair, took me by the hand, and expressed his joy at seeing me,
welcomed me to the city. and begged me to seat myself close to him. His voice
was low. but his countenence open. frank., and pleasing . . . The tea table
was spread under the tree. and JMMrs. Bache, who is the only daughter of the
Doctor, and lives with him, served it out to the company. She had three of

her children about her. They seemed to be exce:sively fond of their grand-
papa . . . After it was dark we went into the house, and he invited me
into his library. which is likewise his study . . . I presume this is the

largest and by far the best private library in America . . . He showed us
his long artificial arm and hand for taking down and putting up books on high
shelves, which are out of reach. and his great armchair, with rockers, and a
large fan placed over it. with which he fans himself, keeps off the flies, etc.,
while he sits reading, with only a small motion of the foot . . . Over his
mantel he has a prodigious number of medals, busts, and casts in wax, or
plaster of Paris. which are the effigies of the most noted characters in Europe.”

This reference to ' busts and casts '~ reminds me that there was amongst
Franklin’s old acquaintances a Mrs. Patience Wright (the Mdme. Tussaud of
her day). She was a niece of John Wesley, and was early distinguished in
Philadelphia (where she was born) as a modeller in wax. A few years before
the Revolution she brought her famous collection of figures to London. T should
surmise that several of the objects that Dr. Cutler saw on the mantel were works
from the facile fingers of Mrs. Wright.

Franklin’s circle of firiends in France did not leave him unforgotten.
The Abbé Jlorellet. whom he had met at the house of Mdme. Helvetius, was
his most frequent and most affectionate correspondent. In one of his letters the
Abbé rays: ‘“Our lady of Auteuil is very well. although she takes coffee too
often, contrary to the decrees of Dr. Cabanis, and always robs me of my share
of cream. contrary to all justice. The bull-dog that your grandson brought us
from England is become in-upportable. and even vicious: he has again bitten
the Abbé de la Reche. and affords us a glimpse of a ferocity truly disquieting.”
In another letter he says: '* I shall never forget the happiness 1 have enjoyed
in knowing you, and seeing you intimately. I write to you from Auteuil,
seated in your armchair. on which T have engraved ‘ Benjamin hic sedebat.” and
having by my side the little bureaw. which you bequeathed to me at parting.
with a drawer full of nails to gratify the love of nailing and hammering. which
I possess in common with you.”

This quietly serene life that Franklin vow led was rather rudely disturbed
by an accident. At the end of 1787 he fell down some steps leading to the
garden, and this gave a shock to the system which resulted in an attack of the
stone. From this he eventually rallied. but. although he lived more than two
years after the accident. he did not fully recover from its effects.

Franklin served out his three years as President. and on retirement the
only thing he consented to receive from the State by way of compensation was
the reimbursement of the postage he had paid on official letters. It is true that
he presented his monetary claims to Congress. in respect of his services both at
home and in France, but. strange to say, there appears to he no allusion to this
in the journals of Congress. A course of untoward and unexpected events put
these things in the background, and it is asserted that to this day the United
States owes money to Benjamin Franklin for work and labour done.

During the year prior to his death, Franklin suffered a great deal from
the disease which was soon to strike a fatal blow. and yet he was ‘' the same
joyous. witty. story-telling. benevolent Franklin his friends had ever known him;
happy still in the society of his philosophical brethren. happiest when surrounded
by his many grandchildren.”” He passed away quietly in the midst of his family
and friends on the night of April 17, 1790. He had just turned his eighty-
fourth year. ‘‘Towards the end. some one advising him to change his position
so that he might breathe easier, he said. * A dying man can do nothing easy.
These were the last of his words that have been recorded.
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Franklin's death. it would naturally be supposed, would have elicited from
American Masons resolutions of sorrow, and ' it might have been expected that
they would participate in public testimonials of respect for the character of the
deceased; but in these solemnities the Masons as an active organization took no
part. They did not attend the funeral in a Masonic character, nor did they
pass resolutions of respect, such as were passed by other societies. The fact was
that Dr. Franklin was not an ‘ Ancient’ Mason. Although he was a Past
Grand Master of the ' Moderns,” those distinctions won for him no official con-
sideration with the ‘ Ancients’ . . . hence their non-participation in the
ceremonies of sepulture and regret.”’

Tt might similarly have been expected that there would have been an
overwhelming demonstration of sorrow from the members of the Lodge Les Neuf
Soeurs, but there had been gathering clouds of disaster and menace since Franklin
had quitted France, and all organizations, Masonic or otherwise, were now in
the melting-pot. As the historian of the Lodge tells us: ‘° After 1789 the
Lodge of the Nine Sisters followed the common lot of nearly all the Masonic
Lodges, whose members were then too occupied in the accomplishment of their
civic duties and public functions, and too absorbed by the course of events to
continue any peaceful work within their Masonic temples. Clubs and popular
vocieties replaced ritual reunions. The * Nine Sisters ' lowered its columus. but
a transformation preceded its complete disappearance. In the early months of
1790 the Lodge was replaced by a body called - The National Society of the
Nine Sisters.” Meetings were held on Sundays. but these were of a general
character, and guests were invited. including ladies. amongst whom figured the
Comtesse de Reauharnais. who was the aunt (by marriage) of Josephine. the
future wife of the first Napoleon. But even this National Society could not
make headway in the face of the tragic happenings that marked the second half
of the year 1792. During the subsequent years the once-so-famous Lodge. even
under its transformed aspect, was overcome by a lethargic sleep, which lasted
till 1808.”” Hence we need not be surprised that no expressions of sympathy
came from the Lodge as an organised body. though it may well be that some
of its members joined in other ways in mourning the loss of their famous Past
Master. For France, as a nation, was not slow to render homage. Indeed it
may be said that she paid a touching and unusual tribute to the memory of a
great American. We are told that after Dlirabeau had in the National
Assembly delivered his funeral oration. Rochefoucanld and Lafayette both sprang
to their feet to second the proposal that was made. but there was no need for
seconding it: it was carried by acclamation. The Assembly decreed that the
oration should be printed. and that the President. M. Siéyes. should communicate
to the Congress of the United States the resolution that had been carried in such
a startling and impressive manner.

The oration is so remarkable that I think it fitting to give it in its entirety
as a worthy tribute to the memory of the man whose activities we have been
briefly considering. I quote it as it is given by Parton in a quite adequate
translation of the original: ** Franklin is dead. The genius that freed America
and poured a flood of light over Europe has returned to the bosom of the
Divinity. The sage whom two worlds claim as their own. the man for whom
the history of science and the history of empires contend with each other. held.
without doubt. a high rank in the human race Too long have political cabinets
taken formal note of the death of those who were great only in their funeral
panegyrics. Too long has the etiquette of courts prescribed hypocritical mourning.
Nations should wear mourning only for their benefactors. The representatives
of nations should recommend to their homage none but the heroes of humanity.
The Congress has ordained throughout the United States a mourning of one
month for the death of Franklin, and. at this moment, America is paying this
tribute of veneration and gratitude to one of the fathers of her Constitution.
Would it not become us, gentlemen. to bear a part in this homage. rendered,
in the face of the world, both to the rights of man. and to the philosopher who
has most contributed to extend their sway over the whole earth?  Antiquity
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would have raised altars to this mighty genius. who. to the advantage of man-
kind. compassing in his mind the heavens and the earth, was able to restrain
alike thunderbolts and tyrants. ISurope, enlightened and free. owes at least a
token of remembrance and regret to one of the greatest men who have ever been
engaged in the service of philosophy and of liberty. I propose that it be decreed
that the National Assembly during three days shall wear mourning for Benjamin
Franklin.”” This oration was issued as a four-page pamphlet. and printed by
Badouin, Printer to the National Assembly. under the title: ** Discourse of the
Comte de Mirabeau. at the vession of this morning 11th of June. on the death
of Benjamin Franklin. Printed by order of the National Assembly.”’

With regard to other memorial celebrations held in Paris at the time of
Franklin’s death, we are indebted to Parton for the following particulars: ** The
city of Paris. the revolutionary clubs, and the Academy of Sciences. each held
a ceremonial in honour of the departed patriot. On the day of the municipal
celebration, almost every one who appeared in the streets wore some badge of
mourning, and the great rotunda of the Grain Market. when the orator of the
day delivered his address. was hung with black, and the whole audience were
ciad in mourning.  The Society of Printers of Paris, on the same day, paid
peculiar homors to the memory of their illustrious craftsman. A bust of
Franklin. crowned with a wreath, was placed upon a column in a spacious hall.
Around the base of the column were arranged cases of type and a printing press.
While one of their number was pronouncing an oration in honor of Franklin,
others were employed in setting it in type: and when it was done. impressions
were struck off. and distributed among the crowd.”

We are further told that one of the club celebrations ‘‘ atiracted much
altention.” And it might well be so. for its peculiar significance will at once
Le appreciated by those who are members of our Fraternity. Let us hear then
about this: *‘ The Friends of the Revolution and Humanity assembled at the
Café Procope. and wishing to render all the honors to the memory of the
celebrated Franklin, ordered all the glasses to be covered with crape. and the
inner apartment to be liung with black. On the door towards the street was
the following inscription. * Franklin Est Mort.” At one end of the apartment
was placed his bust. crowned with oak-leaves: and at the foot of the pedestal
was engraven the word * VIR.” Two cypresses elevated their melancholy branches
above it; on the two sides of it were the celestial and terrestrial globes. charts.
etc.: and under it a serpent biting his tail. as an emblem of immortality. An
orator read a simple but pathetic discourse, in which he recounted the benefits
this illustrious philosopher had conferred upon mankind: and in order to honour
his manes in a manner still more worthy of him. on the following day a quantity
of bread. bought by subscription. in which everyone was eager to concur. was

distributed among the people.”” From this account I glean thé idea that some
of the more ardent members of the Newf Socurs must have been behind the
scenes in the organization of this tribute. Though there is no mention. as I

have said. of any concrete manifestation from the celebrated Lodge. it may well
have been that weveral of its members would as private individuals join in this
manifestation with those who were evidently brother-Masons.

As to the place of meeting. there is a reference in that interesting book.
" The Stones of Paris.” which was published in New York in 1899. The
reference is as follows: “ Café & la Voltaire’ is the legend you may read today
on a pillar of the Café Procope, in the Rue de I’Ancienne Comedie, directly
opposite the old Comedie Frangaise . . . In the little room on the left, as
you walk in on the ground floor, they treasure still, while these lines are written.
Voltaire’s table. He sat near the stage that produced his plays. sipping his
own special and abominable blend of coffee and chocolate.  With him sat,
among the not so notable. Diderot. d’Alembert. Marmontel, Rousseau with his’
young friend Grimm, and Piron. Voltaire’s pet enemy . . . During the
Revolution, while the Café de la Regence, which faces the present Comedie
Frangaise, was the pet resort of the Royalist writers. this Café Procope was the
gathering place of the Republican penmen. and they draped its walls in black
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and wore mourning for three days, when word came across the water in 1790 of
the death of Benjamin Franklin. the complete incarnation to them of true
Republicanism.”” This Café. which had so great a reputation. was established
by one Francesco dei Coltelli, who afterwards became known as Frangois Procope.
One of his sons, Michel, took up the profession of medicine but it is said that
be was more often found at Masonic assemblies or at the theatre than at the
bedsides of his patients. He had a literary turn of mind and wrote a five-act
comedy, Arlequin balourd [the word balourd means simpleton] which was
produced at a London theatre in 1719. He is said to have been the only Mason
of his time whose name lived on in popular favour. He was a member of the
Lodge Saint Jean de {a Discretion.””  Evidently the virtue inculcated by the
name of the Lodge did not always possess him.

I have said that the tribute to Franklin that one might have expected
from the Neuf Soeurs was not, through force of circumstance. forthcoming.
We have. however, evidence that Franklin was still kept in remembrance by
the Lodge after he had left Paris. for in 1786 (the year after his return to
America) we have this notice in the pages of Bachawmont: * For some time
the Lodge of the Nine Sisters has not been in active evidence: today she once
more awakens attention by an academic programme, which is announced thus:
‘ The Society. known under the name of the Nine Sisters, composed of savants.
artists, and litterateurs. and presided over by Benjamin Franklin during the
year which followed that in which it had the misfortune to lose Voltaire;
wishing today to pay public homage of admiration to the celebrated American.
whose foresighted guidance of our Lodge one dare not hope to have any more,
proposes to Art and Eloquence two prizes, which will be two gold medals. each
of the value of 600 *livres.” The prize for Eloquence will be given for a prose
elegy on Benjamin Franklin. occupying at least half-an-hour for delivery. TIhe
prize for Art will be given for an allegorical design, 2 feet high and 14 feet
wide, representing the services rendered by Benjamin Franklin to Science and
American Liberty.  All persons. except members of the Society of the Nine
Sisters. can enter their names. The Competition is only open till the last day
of February, 1787, and the prizes will be distributed at a solemn aszembly to
be held on the first Monday in May, 1787.”" There is no record as to whether
these prizes were ever awarded. but it seems probable that the ° solemn
assembly '’ was never held.

In his will Franklin bequeathed to his daughter, Mrs. Bache, the
miniature on ivory that was presented to him by Louis XVI. upon his retire-
ment as Minister to France. It was originally set with three circles of 408
diamonds. There was a proviso attached to this bequest to the effect that he
requested that his daughter °* would not form any of those diamonds into
ornaments either for herself or daughters. and thereby introduce or countenance
the expensive, vain, and useless fashion of wearing jewels in this country. and
that those immediately connected with the picture may ke preserved with the
same.’””  Another bequest that Franklin made was expressed as follows: * My
fine crab-tree walking stick with a gold head. curiously wrought in the form of
the cap of liberty. I give to my friend. and the friend of mankind, Geneval
Washington.  If it were a sceptre, he has merited it. and would become it.
It was a present to me from that excellent woman. Madame de Forbach. the
Dowager Duchess of Deuxponts, connected with some verses. which should go
with it.”” The verses appear to have been lost.

Parton gives an interesting account of a great celebration that was held
in Boston in 1856 in memory of Franklin. He tells us that ** of all the honors
paid to the memory of a man by his native city nothing has ever equalled the
homage rendered to the character of Franklin by the citizens of Boston. when
the statue by Horatio Greenough, which stands in front of the City Hall. was
inaugurated . . . the procession was marvellous. It was five miles in
length . . . the printers, as was inevitable, came out in great force. One
of their cars presented a printing office of the time of Franklin’s apprenticeship.
with ancient printing-press, type-case and black balls, with printers in the dress
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of that period, striking off and throwing among the crowd fac-simile copies of
that number of the ' Boston Courant‘ which first contained the name of
Benjamin Franklin as publisher . . . The car of the copper-plate printers
threw showers of miniature portraits of Franklin among the people. Electricity
was represented by cars containing some of the apparatus employed by Franklin
and Priestley, telegraphic apparatus in operation, lightning rods, an electro-
typing machine. and a modern electrical machine which gave a shock to as
many as chose to touch the dangling knobs . . . The trades were followed
by the Masonic orders and the Odd Fellows, with their glittering insignia: and
these by the literary, philosophic, and charitable societies. At the end of the
long line were the children of the public schools, thousands in number, the boys
all in their Sunday best, the girls in white adorned with blue ribbons and
badges, bouquets., and wreaths of flowers . . . the record of the proceedings,
printed by the authority of the city council, is an octavo volume of 412 pages.”
This would appear to have been a wonderful tribute. and in the brief extracts
I have given from thie long account of the proceedings. we have, passing before
us. glimpses of the various activities and inventions which have made the name
of Franklin soc famous. It is difficult adequately to estimate the worth of such
a man. The question may rise to our lips, *“ How did Franklin succeed, where
others failed?’ It may be, as has been well said, that *‘ the secret lies in his
practical philesophy of life.”” It may be, also, that the foundation of that
philosophy lies in the observance of those maxims which he composed for his
own guidance during his voyage back to America from England. when he was
twenty-two years of age. There is a great deal of moral staying power to be
derived from the carrying into practice of such maxims as the following: ** They
that won't be counselled can’t be helped.”” ** One today is worth two tomorrow,”’
and the famous saying, ‘" Early to bed, early to rise, makes a man healthy,
wealthy, and wise.”” These and a host of like mottoes were incorporated in
¢ Poor Richard's Almanack.” It was in December. 1732, that Franklin gave
the Pennsylvanians the first number of that most renowned of all almanacks.
“ Poor Richard.”” It achieved success from its very beginning. The average
sale for twenty-five years was, we are told, 10.000 copies a year, a large circula-
tion in those days.

Whilst considering matters literary, I ought to mention that after
Franklin’s death. an epitaph, written by him at the age of twenty-three. was
found amongst his papers. It ran thus: *° The body of Benjamin Franklin,
Printer. like the cover of an old book, its contents torn out, and stripped of its
lettering and gilding. lies here, food for worms, but the work shall not be wholly
lost: for it will as he believed, appear once more. in a new and more perfect
edition, corrected and amended by the AUTHOR.” -

As we must now draw to a close, I will only add that T can fancy I
hear someone saying, ** You have told us certain things about Franklin; you
have endeavoured. perhaps unsuccessfully, to make him for a moment a living
personality amongst us, but you have given us no portrait of the actual man.”
I can only answer that Franklin changed considerably both facially and in figure
during the various stages of his long career. ~We may gather, from a con-
templation of engravings and portraits, the mind-pictures of a bright open-faced
child, full of animation. and with a pretty show of curls falling to his shoulders:
later. at the age of twenty. of a fine, well-looking. well-set-up young man. his
features set off to advantage by a carefully-curled wig: later. in his French days,
of a somewhat wrinkled show of countenance, wearing glasses. adorned as to his
head with an ample-sized fur cap: in his old age, a man of benevolent and
chastened features, the ideal grand-papa, with stooping shoulders. and flowing
white hair. But at every stage I think one may remark the purposeful gaze.
the keen vitality, the indomitable will. the inward illumination of genius which
marks him out as a leader, intent on victory. In 1767 he wrote from Paris
to the daughter of his landlady in Craven Street. The letter was full of fun,
and in it he says. “*I had mnot been here :ix days before my tailor and
perruquier had transformed me into a Frenchman. Onuly think what a figure
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T made in a little bag-wig, and with naked ears. They told me I was become
twenty years younger, and looked very gallant.”” He is described at about the
age of sixty-nine as having grown portly, and he frequently alludes, in jocular
exaggeration, to his great bulk. His head being remarkably large and massive,
the increased size of his body was thought to have given proportion as well as
dignity to his frame. His face was ruddy. and indicated vigorous health.
There is in Paris, close to the Palais du Trocadero, a fine statue of Franklin,
seated in his armchair, the statue being the gift of an American. This gives
an excellent idea of what he must have been when entering on that span of
life which is supposed to exceed the ordinary life of man.

We must now leave our dear friend, the Doctor. Adve atque Tale. The
world is the better for his advent:; he leaves behind him the memory of a life
spent for the good of his fellows: I trust the introduction of this subject may
be of some interest. I hope it may pave the way for a fuller knowledge of
American Masonry, and all it should mean to us, as it must not be forgotten
that the earliest settlers sprang from our own stock, and they carried with them
such Masonic traditions as we possessed at that time. It pains me sometimes
to hear, when ritual points are being discussed, the somewhat scornful remark,
*“Oh, that only comes from America.”” It carries the mind back to that
kindred gibe, “ Can any good come out of Nazareth?’  We shall all be better
for a greater knowledge of American Masons and their work, and a great deal
better if we cultivate that friendly and fraternal feeling which should link
together brethren under the Union Jack and under the Stars and Stripes.
‘“ Hands across the sea’’: that should be the motto. Never mind about
political and economic differences: the accentuation by means of Masonry of
our belief in our fellow-man may help to soften and remove difficulties in the
outside world, and will certainly sweeten brotherly intercourse.
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A hearty vote of thanks was unanimously passed to Bro. de Lafontaine on the
proposition of Bro. G. Norman, seconded by Bro. H. Poole: comments being offered
by or on behalf of Bros. J. Heron Lenper, G. W. Daynes, J. W. Hobbs, and C. F.
Sykes.

Bro. H. PooLE said:—

It would not be fair to criticise the writer of such a paper as this for any
small omissions which he may have made: volumes would be required to do
justice to such a man as Benjamin Franklin: and we must congratulate Bro.
Lafontaine on the skill with which he has contrived to combine a pleasing and
adequate portrait of the man with what is probably a very complete account of
the Mason.
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There are, however, two points on which I venture to supplement the
material which Bro. Lafontaine has put before us. The first has no obviously
direct bearing on Masonry, though Bro. Lafontaine has thought it of sufficient
interest to include—I refer to the Junto. Brethren who have heard this paper
read will get, I think, the impression that this ‘ secret society ’ was just a boyish
club, which persisted for perhaps a year or two, but had no lasting effect. This
was far from being the case. Somewhere near ten years after its foundation,
it was so popular among its members, who were limited to twelve, that some
wished to enlarge the circle by the introduction of friends. The project was
finally adopted that each member should form a fresh circle of his own: the
subjects for discussion being more or less controlled by the Junto through its
member; and each new circle, like the original. to be secret, and to be unaware
of the existence of the central body. They were not all successful: but five or
six, Benjamin Franklin tells us, were completed. ‘* which were called by different
names, as the Vine, the Union, the Band, etc. They were useful to themselves,”

he goes on, ‘‘and afforded us a good deal of amusement, information, and
instruction, besides answering, in some considerable degree, our views of
influencing the public opinion on particular occasions.” It was, in fact. a

powerful instrument for sounding, as well as educating, public opinion; and
nearly thirty years after the formation of the original society, we still find
Benjamin Franklin using it to air proposals for the public good. before coming
out into the open to enlist public support for them.

The other matter on which fuller detail seems to be called for concerns
the Lodge in which Benjamin Franklin was initiated. Little is known of this
Lodge or its status; but what is known or can be conjectured is by no means
without its interest. 1In 1730 there seem to have been several Lodges working
in Philadelphia, though not one seems to have had any sort of a warrant from
any authority. In that year, Bro. Daniel Coxe, a wealthy man of New York,
while visiting England, was authorized as Prov.G.M. of New York, New Jersey,
and Pennsylvania. There is some rather doubtful evidence that he was
approached by a Pennsylvania Lodge with the object of obtaining sanction for
its proceedings; but, on the whole, the evidence seems to show that Daniel Coxe
did not visit America during his two years’ tenure of the office, and that no
Lodges were constituted by him. The appointment of Bro. Price as Prov.G.M.
of Massachusetts, and G.DM. of all America, seems to have been two years later,
though no record of the Patent is to be found in our G.L. Minutes—there being,
in fact, a complete blank between March, 1734, and February. 1735. But in
the meantime we find Bro. William Allen, and later Benjamin Franklin himself,
functioning as G.M. of Pennsylvania—a creation of those Lodges, which Bro.
J. F. Sachse tells us took place in 1732, The Thos. Carmick MS. of the Old
Charges, of 1727, rather helps to strengthen the probability that the Philadelphia
Lodges worked on no constituted authority (though the mention of ‘St. John’s
Lodge’ in that MS. cannot be taken as proving any special association with the
Lodge in which Benjamin Franklin was initiated); and there seems to have been
the same want of higher authority for the creation of a G.L. This jurisdiction,
which is now, of course, an independent G.L., claims, in fact, to have been the
third G.L. in the world to form itself by the union of private Lodges acting on
a ‘time-immemorial * footing. The fact that Benjamin Franklin was the first
J.G.W. and the second G.J., seems to suggest that here, as in everything else
with which he had to do, he was well to the front.

I most heartily endorse Bro. Lafontaine’s tribute to Benjamin Franklin
the man, and to his Autobiography—a most fascinating book to read,—and have
great pleasure in seconding the vote of thanks to him for the very entertaining
paper he has read us.

Bro. J. HeroN LEPPER said:—

Brother Lafontaine’s scholarly and fascinating paper has covered a period.
comprised within the lifetime of one man, which is one.of the most important
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in the history of Freemasonry in the United States—beginning with the establish-
ment there of the earliest regular Lodges and ending with the establishment of
the first independent Grand Lodges of the young Republic.

As I, for one, certainly cannot pick any holes in the facts that have been
offered to us to-night, the only way I can express the interest I have taken in
the paper is by tagging on a few additional notes, not strictly correlative
perhaps to our venerated Brother Benjamin Franklin, but at any rate germane
to the Masonic history of the country which had the happy fortune to give him
birth. - '

Brother Franklin’s newspaper was not the only one that published items
of Masonic interest in the early days. May I quote you one that appeared on
28th November, 1737, in the Vew Yorlk Gazette, in the form of a letter addressed
to the printer:—

““ Mr. Bradford: There being a new and unusual sect cr Society of persons
of late appeared in our native Country, and from thence spread into some other
Kingdoms and Common Wealths, and at last has extended to these parts of
America, their Principles, Practices and Designs not being known, nor by them
published to the World, has been the reason that in Holland, France, Italy, and
other Places they have been supprest. All other Societies that have appeared
in the World have published their Principles and Practices, and when they meet
set open their Meeting-house Doors, for all that will come in and see and hear
them, but this Society called FREE MASONS, meet with their Doors shut, and
a Guard at the outside, to prevent any to approach near to hear or see what
they are doing. And as they do not publish their Principles or Practices, so
they oblige all their Proselytes to keep them secret, as may appear by the severe
Oath they are obliged to take at their first admittance.”

(Quoted in McClenachan’s ‘‘ History of F.M. in New York,” vol. i,
pp. 123-4.)

I would like also to make a passing reference to a matter touched on by
Brother Lafontaine at no great length, the establishment of the Provincial Grand
Lodge of the Antients in Philadelphia, which in, comparatively, a very short
time completely ousted its older Modern rival, and became the direct ancestor
of the existing Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. The correspondence on the
subject has been preserved, presenting the Antient side of the case, and if it is
worthy of credence (and it rings true) the Provincial Grand Master of the
Moderns had only himself to thank for the split in Philadelphia. What
happened was: certain Masons, resident in Philadelphia, who had been made in
English, Irish and Scottish Lodges, obtained a charter to work as a Masonic
Body under the Premier Grand Lodge, and continued so to work for some time.
But they followed the Antient ritual; and their Worshipful Master hailed
originally from a Lodge in Belfast. These two facts, I have no doubt, dove-
tailed into one another to form a stumbling-block, because a Belfast Mason then
as now would not have had the slightest scruple in telling any Provincial Grand
Master in any part of the known world that any Ritual which did not conuform
to the Belfast standard must ipso. facto be wrong. Whether Brother Brooks,
which was the name of the Irish Brother, was so tactless as to say this in so
many words I cannot vouch, though I have my suspicions: but there is no doubt
at all that Brother Allen, the Provincial Grand DMaster. told Brother Brooks
and his fellows that they would have to alter their ritual to suit the Modern
cut. They refused to obey; obtained a Warrant from the Antients in London:
then a Provincial Warrant; and eventually choked out every Modern Lodge
in Pennsylvania. Yet if they had only been left in peace to carry on their
accustomed Antient working, as indeed was being practised by so many Lodges
under the Premier Grand Lodge, then there would have been no schism in
Pennsylvania, and that State might have numbered among the first of its Grand
Masters the revered name of Benjamin Franklin.

The War of the American Revolution is, of course, full of Masonic
incidents. In the very first battle, that of Bunker's Hill, the Grand Master of
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Massachusetts, General Joseph Warren, fell on the side of the Continentals.
In the published letters of Mrs. John Adams to her husband (New York, 1876)
we get some DMasonic references. I will only premise that these letters being
written at a time of great excitement and bitter feeling, we should act wisely in
not giving complete credence to anything which the letter-writer did not witness
in person.

Writing on 31st July, 1775, six weeks after the battle, she says:—

“We learn . . . that our ever valued friend Warren, dear to us even
in death, was not treated with any more respect than a common soldier: but
the savage wretches, called officers, consulted together, and agreed to sever his
head from his body and carry it in triumph to (General) Gage . . . What
humanity could not obtain, the rites and ceremonies of a Mason demanded.
An officer, who it seems was one of the Brotherhood, requested that as’a Mason
he might have the body unmangled, and find a decent interment for it. He
obtained his request, but upon returning to secure it, he found it already thrown
into the earth .

Warren’s body was disinterred from the battlefield in 1776, and on the
7th April Mrs. Adams writes:—

““ Yesterday the remains of our worthy General Warren. were dug up upon
Bunker’'s Hill, and carried into town, and on DMonday are to be interred with
all the honors of war.”

And on the 10th April:—

““ The Doctor was buried on Monday; the Masons walking in procession
from the State House, with the military in uniforms, and a large concourse of
people attending.”

I have here two more extracts taken from the American Press in those
Revolutionary days. I am not going to read them to you now, for T have taken
up more than my fair share of the time allotted for discussion of the paper: I
may say, however, that the first describes 8t. John’s Day in Winter, 1778. at .
Philadelphia, with our Brother George Washington joining in the Masonic
procession to church: and the second. St. John’s Day in Summer, 1781. at
New York, with an English Antient Lodge also attending church, and later
drinking healths five fathoms deep to Lords Cornwallis and Rawdon. later to be
known as the Earl of Moira. a name not likely soon to be forgotten in English
Masonry.

Surely from the very circumstance of being able to point out two such
names of estimable men and Masons on opposing sides in the great Revolutionary
struggle, we may venture the prophecy that the ties that bind us. of blood, of
sympathy. of idealism. are far, far stronger than any petty subject of dis-
agreement that can ever arise between two great nations: and because Brother
Lafontaine has reminded us to-night of what should be our duty. our hope and
our pride, to foster a better understanding between the Masonic Brotherhoods
of the leaders of civilization in the Old World and the New, my thanks are even
more heartfelt to him than they would have been for mere erudition and grace
of language. ample as these have been, and just what he has always given us
every reason to expect from him.

ADDENDA.

(Taken from Moore’s Diary of the American Revolution.’')

““ December 28 (1778).—This day agreeable to the constitution of the Most
Ancient and Worshipful Society of Free and Accepted Masons. was celebrated at
Philadelphia. the anniversary of St. John the Evangelist. At nine o’clock in.
the morning near three hundred of the brethren assembled at the College, and
at eleven o’clock went in regular procession from thence to Christ Church to
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attend divine service.  The order of procession was as follows, viz.: 1. The
Sword Bearer. 2., Two Deacons, with blue wands tipped with gold. 3. The
three orders, Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian, borne by three brethren. 4. The
Holy Bible and Book of Constitutions, on two crimson velvet cushions. borne by
the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary. 5. A Reverend Brother. 6. Four
Deacons bearing wands. 7. His Excellency our illustrious brother George
Washington, Esquire, supported by the Grand Master and his Deputy. 8. The
two Grand Wardens, bearing the proper Pillars. 9. The past DMasters of the
different Lodges. 10. The present DMasters of Lodges. 11. The Senior
Wardens. 12, The Junior Wardens. 13. The Secretaries. 14, The
Treasurers (of the different private Lodges). 15. Brother Proctor’s Band of
Music. 16. Visiting Brethren. 17. The Members of different Lodges, walking
two and two, according to seniority.

‘" The procession entered the church in the order of their march, and the
brethren took their seats in the pews of the middle aisle, which were kept empty
for their reception. Prayers were then read by the Reverend Mr. White, and
the following anthem was sung in its proper place by sundry of the Brethren,
accompanied by the organ and other instrumental music, viz.:

s

* Behold how good and joyful a thing it is,”’” ete. (words given in full).

““ After which a most excellent and well-adapted sermon was preached by
our reverend and worthy brother, William Smith, D.D. The text was taken
from 1st Peter, 2nd Chapter and 16th verse. The brethren have since requested
the sermon to be published, and the profits to be applied to the use of the poor.

** After divine service the procession returned in the same order to the
college: the musical bells belonging to the church and the band of music playing
proper Masonic tunes. The brethren being all new cloathed, and officers in the
proper jewels of their respective Lodges, and their other badges of dignity, made
a genteel appearance.

““ The brethren afterwards departed to their respective Lodges, where they
dined together with their usual harmony and sociability, the sum of four hundred
pounds having been collected in church among the brethren and other charitable
fellow-citizens who honored them with their company, for the relief of the poor.””

(LPennsylvania Paclket, January 2, 1779.)

““June 26 (1781). Yesterday heing the anniversary festival of St. John
the Baptist was celebrated by the worshipful master and brethren of TLodge
No. 210. Antient York Masons,! in the city of New York in the following order,
viz. :

“ They repaired from their Lodge-room. in due form, to the St. Paul’s
Church. where an excellent sermon was delivered by our brother Walter:
afterwards they crossed the East River. and had a truly elegant dinner. provided
by brothers Hay and Kirk. at Brooklyn Hall. where the following loyal and
Masonic toasts were given. viz.:

1. The King and the craft; 2. The Queen. royal family, with Masons’
wives and bairns: 3. S8ir Henry Clinton. and all loyal Masons; 4. Admiral
Arbuthnot. with the other officers of the navy. and all distressed Masons: 5.
Generals Knyphauzen and Reidesel, with the troops under their command. with
our visiting brethren: 6. The army and navy of Great Britain. and the grand-
masters of England, Ireland. and Scotland: 7. Lords Cornwallis and Rawdon,
and the army to the southward, with the Ancient Fraternity: 8. All loyal
subjects. and each faithful fair that loves the Craft of dasonry: 9. Success to
the loyal embodied refugees. and our ancient fellow lodges in this city; 10.
Victory to our fleets and armies in the West Indies, and all regular ancient
lodges: 11. May the Congress at Vienna consult the honour of Great Britain
in their councils, and may every good man be a Mason, and every Mason a good

1 No. 210 Antients, New York, 1779-89.
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man: 12. A speedy conmviction to our enemies of the error of their ways, and
the day.
‘“ After which the following song was sung '':

(A topical version of ‘‘ God save the King ' follows.)

““ After which they re-crossed the East River, repaired to their lodge-
room and closed the day.”’
(Gaine’s Wercury, July 2, 1781))

Bro. C. F. Sykes said:—

Bro. de Lafontaine has indeed given us an interesting and illuminating
picture of Benjamin Franklin as a Mason, and though I am unable to add
anything concerning his connection with the Craft, I am tempted to allude to
two points in his career, one with reference to his work as a printer and the
other to his discoveries as a scientist.

In the years 1723-6 Franklin worked as a journeyman printer at Mr.
Watts’s, on the South side of Wild Court, a turning out of Great Wild Street,
quite close to the rear of Freemasons’ Hall in which we are now meeting.
During this period he lived near by in Duke Street, where he paid 3/6 a week
for his lodging. Rather than lose a good lodger, his landlady afterwards
reduced his rent to 2/- a week.

The press at which Franklin worked was preserved and was for many
years in the office of Messrs. Wyman. It was subsequently purchased and sent
to America.

Mr. Edward Walford, in ““ Old & New London,”’ says:—

“The following inscription is engraved upon the plate affixed to the
front of the press:—

‘Dr. Franklin’s remarks relative to this Press, made when he
came to England as agent of the Massachusetts, in the year 1768.
The Doctor at this time visited the Printing office of Mr. Watts
of Wild St., Lincoln’s Inn Fields, and, going up to this particular
Press (afterwards in the possession of Messrs. Cox & Son, of
Great Queen Street, of whom it was purchased), thus addressed
the men who were working at it:—‘° Come my friends, we will
drink together. It is now forty years since I worked like you,
at this Press, as a journeyman Printer.”” The Doctor then sent
out for a gallon of Porter, and he drank with them—

‘ Success to Printing.’

From the above it will appear that it is 108 years since Dr.
Franklin worked at this identical Press.

June 1833.

It is of interest, I think, to note that our immediate neighbourhood was
intimately connected with the subject of to-night’s paper.

After the discovery of the Leyden jar in 1745, Franklin experimented as
to the nature of electricity, and as a result invented the pointed lightning
conductor.

In June. 1764, there was a severe thunderstorm in London, the steeple
of St. Bride's, Fleet Street, then unprotected by a conductor, was struck by
lightning and the upper part badly damaged. This experience awakened the
authorities of St. Paul’'s as to the danger in which the Cathedral stood. The
Government, too, was very concerned relative to the safety of its gunpowder
magazine at Purfleet. The Royal Society, then meeting at Crane Court, Fleet
Street, was requested to conduct an enquiry as to the value of lightning con-
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ductors and the best means of fixing them. A Committee decided in favour of
Franklin's pointed conductor. one member only favouring a conductor terminating
in a blunt knob. A controversy arose as to ‘‘ knobs ' or ‘‘ points.”” and when
the dispute came between the Mother Country and the American Colonies it
took on a political significance. Because the pointed conductor had been invented
in America, the supporters of ‘ points’ were looked upon as the Colonial party:
while the *knobs’ were considered to be Royalists. George III. had blunt
conductors fixed upon his palace and endeavoured to secure the assistance of the
President of the Royal Society in their favour. When the President replied to
the King, “* Sire, I cannot reverse the laws and operations of Nature.”’ the King
exclaimed, ' Then you are not fit to be President of the Royal Society.”
One of Franklin’s supporters wrote the following epigram:—

““ While you, great George for knowledge hunt,
And sharp conductors change for blunt,
The nation’'s out of joint:
Franklin a wiser course pursues,
And all your thunder useless views.
By keeping to the point.”

It may be also of interest to note that Voltaire as a young man visited
London and lodged at a wigmaker’s whose house had the sign of the White
Peruke in Maiden Lane. Covent Garden, which is near to our present meeting
place.

Bro. G. W. DAYNES writes:—

I. too. should like to express my appreciation of the Paper that Bro.
Lafontaine has just read to us. chiefly because the receipt of an advance proof
of it prompted me to take down from my library shelves and re-read ‘‘ The
Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin.”” In this materialistic and self-seeking
age it is good to turn back to one whose life was for many years devoted to
his fellow-creatures, and who from an early age was ° convinced that fruth,
sincerity, and integrity, in dealings between man and man, were of the utmost
importance to the felicity of life.”

We have had this evening a delightful glimpse of one who has been
acknowledged to have had but few equals. Whilst piecing together such scraps
of Masonic information as he has been able to find concerning the subject of
this sketch, Bro. Lafontaine has cemented them with other items of information,
and has thus given us a brief but coherent narrative of an interesting side of
Franklin’s life.

In perusing the Awutobiography I was attracted by the name of Sir
William Keith, who was a member of Lodges meeting at the Queen’s Arms
in Newgate Street, and the Hoop and Griffin in Leadenhall Street. respectively,
in 1731, and who acted as Junior Grand Warden at the Quarterly Communication
held on the 13th December, 1733. In 1723 Sir William Keith., then Governor
of Pennsylvania. appears to have introduced himself to Franklin, proposed his
setting up as a printer in Philadelphia, and offered to use his influence to secure
him the public business of the colony. The Governor had him to dinner
occasionally, and he tells us ““ he conversed with me in a most affable. familiar
and friendly manner.”” 1In 1724, when Franklin was back in Philadelphia, Sir
William offered to set him up in business, as his Father would not do it, and
arranged for him to go to England to purchase the necessary outfit. On
arrival he found that there was no letter of credit, nor were there any letters
of introduction. as promised by Sir William, who had, in fact, deceived him
throughout. He then learnt that Sir William was very often liberal of promises
which he never meant to keep, and that ‘“ no one who knew him had the smallest
dependence on him.”” This is what Franklin says of the incident:—
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““ But what shall we think of a Governor playing such pitiful tricks.
and imposing so grossly on a poor ignorant boy! It was a habit he
had acquired. He wished to please everybody: and, having little to
give, he gave expectations. He was otherwise an ingenilous, sensible
man, a pretty good writer, and a good Governor for the people:
though not for his constituents. the Proprietaries, whose instructions
he sometimes disregarded. Several of .our best laws were of his
planning, and passed during his administration.”

Incidentally, Franklin states that Sir William Keith was a free thinker.
Franklin’s exposure of this unmasonic trait in Sir William Keith’s character is
certainly worthy of note. As his name does not appear in any of the lists of
Members of Lodges in the Grand Lodge List of 1725 we can only hope that he
was not then a Freemason. In the Minutes of the Old King's Arms Lodge
No. 28 we are given a glimpse of Sir William XKeith. On the 7th January,
1734, Sir William Keith, who was ‘“ a member of the Masters Lodge,”” was put
forward for membership and it was resolved to ballot for him on the next Lodge
Night. Upon the Ballot taking place, on the 4th February, 1734, there was
one negative vote in twelve. and Sir Willlam was not elected.  Subsequently
the Lodge By-Laws were altered so that it took three negatives to exclude.
I wonder if perchance a member of the Lodge had suffered from deception at
the hands of Sir William and this was the reason why he failed to secure
election as a joining member.

We are told that Franklin was initiated in February. 1731. In his
Autobiography he tells us of a great and extensive project which he had
conceived. mno less than raising a United Party for Virtue. by forming the
virtuous and good men of all nations into a regular body. On 9th May, 1731,
he records in writing his observations on ‘‘reading history in the Library.”’
and subsequently jotted down his thoughts on scraps of paper. one of which was
preserved purporting to be the substance of an intended creed for this Soclety.
It is expressed thus:—

“ That there is one God who made all things.

That He governs the world by His providence.

That He ought to be worshipped by adoration. prayer. and thanks-
giving.

But that the most acceptable service to God is doing good to man.

That the soul is immortal.

And that God will certainly reward virtue and punish vice, either
here or hereafter.”

Franklin then goes on to explain his project as follows : —

i

My ideas at that time were that the sect should be begun and spread
at first among young and single men only: that each person to be
initiated should not only declare his assent to such creed. but should
Tiave " exerciced himself with the thirteen week’s examination and
practice of the virtues. as in the before-mentioned model: that the
existence of such a society should be kept a secret. till it was become
considerable, to prevent solicitations for the admission of improper
persons: but that the members should each of them. search among
his acquaintance for ingenious, well-disposed youths. to whom, with
prudent caution, the scheme should be gradually communicated.
That the members should engage to afford their advice, assistance.
and support to each other in supporting one another's interest.
business, and advancement in life. That, for distinction. we should
be called THE SOCIETY OF THE FREE AND EASY. TFree, as
being, by the general practice and habits of the virtues. free from the
domination of vice: and particularly. by the practice of industry and
frugality, free from debt, which exposes a man to constraint, and a
species of slavery to his creditors.”
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This project was never prosecuted to fruition, but may we not be permitted
to conjecture whether the broad and liberal tenets of the Craft, coupled with its
moral precepts, .did not in some way give the lead to this scheme?

From the rapid progress made by Franklin in St. John's Lodge.
Philadelphia, we may assume that he was an active Mason. In the records of
this Lodge there is an interesting report by a Committee of the Members, drawn
up on the 5th June, 1732, which according to Bro. R. F. Gould “‘is pronounced
on good authority ”” to be in the handwriting of Franklin. Two of these
resolutions are transcribed by Gould, and are as follows:—

““1. That since the excellent Science of Geometry and Architecture is
so much recommended in our ancient Constitutions, Masonry being
first instituted with this Design, among others. to distinguish the
true and skilful Architect from unskilful Pretenders: total ignorance
of this art is very unbecoming a Man who bears the worthy Name
and Character of MASON:

We therefore conclude, that it is the Duty of every Member to make
himself,- in some Measure, acquainted therewith, as he would honour
the Society he belongs to, and conform to the Constitutions.
2. That every Member may have an Opportunity of so doing. the
present Cash to be laid out in the best Books of Architecture, suitable
Mathematical Instruments, &c.”” (Gould, vol. iii., p. 430.)

The years 1731-1740 form a very interesting Masonic period in America.
The problems surrounding Daniel Coxe and Henry Price as Provincial Grand
Masters, as well as the genesis of several of the early American Lodges, still
await full solution. Even a statement of the known facts would exceed the
bounds of a Paper, let alone the observations on one. However, let me just
point out one difficulty which is germane to this discussion. Although Franklin,
in his letter to the Grand Master and Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, dated
28th November, 1734, says that ‘° Mr. Price’s deputation and power was extended
over all America,”’ yet the Boston prints from which Franklin quotes cannot be
found, neither can any such ‘‘ article of news from London ' be identified in
any of the contemporary London Press. Neither the Minute of Grand Lodge.
nor the Constitutions of 1738, record the appointment of Price as a Provincial
Grand Master of any part of America.

It is interesting to note that the advertisement of Franklin’s Reprint of
the Constitutions of 1723 appeared in May. 1734. He is installed Prov.G.M.
of Pennsylvania on the following 24th June. and then two months later the
Reprint is published. Although there are a number of typographical slips and
certain omissions it does not pretend to be more than a reprint. The title page
is copied from Anderson, with the exception that at the bettom we have, in
lieu of Anderson, ‘* London, 1723. Reprinted in Philadelphia by Special Order
for the use of Brethren in North-America. In the Year of Masonry 5734.
Anno Domini 1734, THere we have ample scope for discussion. From whom
did the Special Order emanate!? Certainly not from England, and hardly from
Price, as at that time Franklin had not seen the Boston prints.

As early as 1748 Franklin’s name appears in the Philosophical Transactions
of the Royal Society. 1In 1753, he is awarded the Copley Medal by the Society,
on which occasion the Earl of Macclesfield, in his address to the Society, at the
Anniversary Meeting, stated that:

““the Council could not overlook the merit of Benjamin Franklin, of
Pennsylvania: for though he be not a Fellow of this Society, nor
an inhabitant of this island, is a subject of the Crown of Great
Britain, and must be acknowledged to have deserved well of the
philosophical world, and of this learned body in particular, to whom
he has at various times caused to be communicated many of the
experiments he has made, and of which you have lately received a
large collection.”” (Royal Society Journal Book, vol. xzxii., p. 414.)



36 Transactions of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge.

In 1756, on the 29th April, Franklin was duly elected a Fellow of the
Royal Society. In a letter to his son, William Franklin, then the Governor
of New Jersey, dated the 19th December, 1767, he gives the following account
of his election:—

“I had an opportunity of looking over the old Council-books and
Journals of the Society, and having a curiosity to see how I came in,
(of which I had never been informed,) I looked back for the minutes
relating to it. You must know that it is not usual to admit persons
that have not requested to be admitted: and a recommendatory
certificate in favour of the candidate. signed by, at least, three of
the members, is by one rule to be presented to-the Soclety, expressing
that he is desirous of that honor, and is so and so qualified. As
I never had asked or expected that honor, I was, as I said hefore,
curious to see how the business was managed. I found that the
certificate, worded very advantageously for me, was signed by Lord
Macclesfield, their President, Lord Parker and Lord Willoughby. that
the election was by an unanimous vote: and the honour being
voluntarily conferred by the Society unsolicited by me. it was thought
wrong to demand or receive the usual fees or composition: so that
my name was entered in the list with a vote of the Council, that I
was not to pay anything. And, accordingly, nothing has ever heen
demanded of me. In my case, a substantial favor accompanied the
honor.”” (History of the Royal Society by G. R. Weld, ii., p. 8.)

Franklin’s Certificate reads as follows:—

““ Benjamin Franklin, Esq., of Philadelphia, a gentleman who has very
eminently distinguished himself by wvarious discoveries in natural
philosophy, and who first suggested the experiments to prove the
analogy between lightning and electricity, being desirous of being
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society, is recommended by us, in
consideration of his great merit, and of his many communications,
as highly deserving the honor he desires.

Signed Macclesfield, Parker, ‘Willoughy,
P. Collinson, W. Watson, Thomas Birch,
James Parsons, John Canton.”’

(History of the Royal Society by G. R. Weld, vol. ii., p. 8.)

In 1760 Franklin was elected into the Council of the Royal Society, a
position he retained for several years. On two occasions he was appointed to
serve on important Committees, concerning matters referred to the Royal Society
for their report.

At the time that Franklin received the Degree of LL.D. at St. Andrew’s
University, in 1759, he also received the Freedom of the city of Edinburgh.
He had apparently been made a M.A. at Ilarvard and at Yale in 1753, and
at the College of Willlam and Mary in 1756; and in 1762 received the Degree
of D.C.L. at Oxford.

Franklin resided in England, at different times, for upwards of fifteen
years. and by his official position and his learning. came into contact with most
of the leading men in England, as well as many in Scotland. Many of these
must have been Freemasons:  and just as he was invited to the Royal Society's
Club, so also would he have been invited to attend Masonic meetings. Tle was
known as @ Freemason. and we have been told of his visit. with his Son, to a
Quarterly Communication of Grand Lodge, on the 17th November, 1760. This
wag noted in the Constitutions of 1767, when the historical portion of the
Book of Constitutions was brought up to date, and also appears in the later
editions until the Union of 1813.  Apparently, there are no other entries
concerning Franklin in the Minute Books of Grand Lodge. Now as to private
Lodges. The only Lodge in which I have been able to trace Franklin is Bro.
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Lafontaine’s own Lodge, the Lodge of Antiquity. No. 2. This Lodge. at that
time known as The West India & American Lodge, welcomed the Doctor and
his Son as distinguished visitors on the 8th August. 1759. The following is an
extract from the Minute Book of that Lodge:—

“In persuance of the above minute the Lodge met This 8th day of
Augt. 1759 And was open’d in due form. Two RBrethren were
admitted. Two Gentlemen proposed by Bror. Humphreys were made
Masons and became members of the Lodge. Vizt. Bros. Tucker and
McCulloh. There were five Visitors who pd. 2/- each, one of Stewards
Lodge & two Sea fareing members who pd. 18d. each.

Besides the honor of haveing the Provintial Grand of Pensilvania
(and) his Son the Gd. Secretary who were by law excused paying for
their Visit.

Bror. Hammon past Mastr. at the desire of the Rt. W. Master gave
a very proper charge to the new made Brethren.
All business being over the Lodge was closed.”

The DMembers of the Lodge at this date appear to have been, William
Appleton, James Critchley, Henry Burgh, David Humphreys, George Mason,
William Wilder, Robert Field, William Nicholson, Richard Stevens, John
Hammond, Philip Moses, William Fleetwood, Cross, — Ketell.
Kemp, Thomas Marriott Perkins, Mundeford Allen, Thomas Dyne, John
Elias Jaquery, Lundin, Alexander Miller, Thomas Nelmes, Joseph Clever,
Thomas Gibbs, Philip Lucombe, Captain William DMarson or Marsam, Robert
Mitchell, and John Scott. Did one of these Brethren bring Franklin and his
son, or did they attend of their own volition not knowing any member?

I hope, in due course, other evidence of Franklin's Masonic activities in
England will turn up, for it would certainly be strange if he did not sometimes
attend Lodges during his long stay in England. Perhaps the Minutes of some
Provincial Lodge might disclose him as a Visitor, during one of his periodical
visits throughout England. Wales. and Scotland. We know that Franklin visited
Cambridge, Birmingham, Chester, Bristol. and Bath, besides other places, where
Lodges under the premier Grand Lodge existed. On the 10th Oectober, 1759.
the Minutes of the Lodge St. David, Edinburgh, record the presence, as a
visitor, of ‘‘ Br. Franklin Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Philadelphia.”
(4.9.C., vol. xxi., p. 270.) This was, of course, Benjamin Franklin’s Son,
William. There is no evidence that the Father accompanied the Son that
evening.

Bro. Lafontaine has alluded to the lack of Masonic references in Franklin’s
Autobiography, and from the Masonic Student’s point of view this is very
disappointing. Franklin, however, in an Address, made the following allusions
to the Craft:—

“ Freemasonry, I admit, has its secrets. It has secrets peculiar to
itself; but of what do they principally consist? They consist of
signs and tokens, which serve as testimonials of character and
qualifications, which are only conferred after a due course of
instruction and examination. They are of no small value. They
speak a universal language and act as a passport to the attention
and support of the initiated in all parts of the world. They cannot
be lost so long as memory retains its power. Let the possessor of
them be expatriated, shipwrecked or imprisoned: let him be stripped
of everything he has got in the world, these credentials remain.
They have stayed the uplifted hand of the destroyer: they have
softened the asperities of the tyrant: they have mitigated the horrors
of captivity: they have subdued the rancour of malevolence, and
broken down the barrier of political animosity. On the field of
battle, in the solitudes of the uncultivated forest, or in the busy




38 Transactions of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge.
g

haunts of the crowded city, they have made friends men of the most
hostile feelings. The most distant regions and the most diversified
conditions rush to the aid -of each other, and feel special joy and
satisfaction that they have been able to afford relief to a Brother
Mason.”

I am not quite certain where the Address can be found, for I have taken the
quotation from a Summons of America Lodge, No. 3368.

The formation of the Societé Apollonniene in 1780, through the agency
of the Lodge Les Neuf Soeurs, is rather striking, and reminds one of the
Apollonian Lodge at Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, the subject of a Paper given to
our Lodge by Bro. Tuckett (4.€.C., vol. xxvi., p. 31, etc.). The fact should
certainly be noted as it might in some way form a link in the chain of evidence
as to the existence of Apollonian Masons.

Lastly, with regard to Franklin as a Man, we feel, I am sure, that his
great aim and object in life was to be of practical use to his fellows, and thus
promote the welfare of mankind. His views on many subjects were well in
advance of the age in which he lived. Thus, with regard to war, he said:—

““All wars are follies, very expensive and very mischievous ones.
When will mankind be convinced of this and agree to settle their
differences by arbitration? ™’

With regard to his religious opinions, Franklin tells us, when recounting
the earlier phases of his life, that after passing through a period of doubt he
became ‘*a thorough deist.”” I have already referred to the creed prepared by
him about 1732: and at the close of his life—but five weeks before his death—
in a letter to Dr. Stiles, President of Yale College, he affirmed his religious
beliefs in the following statement:—

I believe on one God, the Creator of the Universe: that He governs
it by His Providence; that He ought to be worshipped: that the
most acceptable service we can render to Him is doing good to His
other children: that the soul of man is immortal, and will be treated
with justice in another life respecting its conduct in this. These I
take to be the fundamental points of all sound religion, and I regard
them as you do, in whatever sect I meet with them. As to Jesus
of Nazareth, my opinion of whom you particularly desire, I think
His system of morals and His religion, as He left them to us, the
best the world ever saw, or is like to see; but . . . T have, with
most of the present Dissenters in England., some doubts as to His
divinity: though it is a question I do mot dogmatise upon, having
never studied it."”

Sagacity and soundness of judgment were distinguishing features of
Franklin’s mind, and he possessed a perfect mastery over his passions. His
great aim, throughout a long life, was to promote the happiness of others, by
teaching them practical lessons of wisdom and prudence, and inculcating the
principles of rectitude, and the habits of a virtuous life. W. E. H. Lecky, in
his ““ History of England in the Eighteenth Century,” summing up his life,
says:—

* Franklin is, indeed, one of the very small class of men who can be
said to have added something of real value to the art of living. Very
few writers have left so many profound and original observations on
the causes of success in life, and on the best means of cultivating the
intellect and the character. . . . He had no religious fervour,
and no sympathy with those who appeal to strong passions or heroic
self-abnegation: but his busy and somewhat pedestrian intellect was
ceaselessly employed in devising useful schemes for the benefit of
mankind.”” (Vol. iv., p. 139.)
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I like to think of him as one who, during an arduous life, kept in the
very forefront of his scheme of things certain rules and precepts;, which were
then and still are fundamental tenets of the Craft, and who also wrote for our
guidance: —

““Dost thou love life, then do not squander time, for that is the stuff
life is made of.”

Bro. CarT pE LAFONTAINE writes, in reply:—

Bro. Poole tells us something about the Junto, and points out that my
paper may give the impression that this was a boyish venture, and I agree with
him that my few remarks on the subject may bear that interpretation. I am
glad that he has pointed out what far-reaching results sprang from this assembly.
I only mentioned the Junto to show that from an early age Franklin may be
said to have possessed tendencies leading in the direction of Masonry.

Bro. Poole then plunges into the Price and Coxe controversy, into which
I refuse to be drawn (wide reply to Bro. Daynes).

Bro. Daynes very wisely says that the statements regarding the Henry
Price and Daniel Coxe controversy would more than fill a paper. a sufficient
reason for my declining to enter the arena as a combatant for either side.

It is by an extraordinary oversight that I omitted a mention of the
visit of Dr. Franklin and his son to the Lodge of Antiquity in 1759. Bro.
Daynes gives the names of those who ‘‘ appear to have been ' members of the
Lodge at that time. So far as I can make out from an examination of the list
given in our Lodge history, the following designations may be applied to some
of these Masons:—William Appleton, Master of the Lodge: James Critchley,
Shoemaker. S.W.: Henry Burgh, Engraver. J.W.: David Humphreys (also of
the Mourning Bush Lodge), Hosier, Treasurer; George Mason, Haberdasher,
Secretary.  Philip Moses, Tailor, preceded Appleton as Master. and Appleton
is succeeded by Thomas Marriott Perkins. Provincial Grand Master of Mosquito
Shore in 1761, and of Jamaica from 1762 to 1770. (Is it not possible that
this may be the Brother who invited the Franklins to visit the Lodge?) Of the
others, William Wilder, Pipe-Maker, Robert Field, Cabinet Maker, and William
Nicholson, were P.M.’s of the Lodge. The only two members who are described
as ‘‘ Gents,”” are Thomas Gibbs, and the aforesaid T. M. Perkins. Thomas
Dyne, Linen Draper. was Secretary in 1763. Joseph Cleaver (not Clever) was
a Woollen Draper, and Philip Luckombe (not Lucombe) resigned the Lodge in
1760.

As to the ‘“ Societé Apollonienne’’ a great deal might be said. It was
in essence a Society formed on academic lines, and there were admitted to its
‘“séances '’ as guests members of both sexes, as well as regular subscribers. Tts
first president was the celebrated Court de Gebelin. It was constituted on
November 17th, 1780, and had its inaugural meeting on November 23rd. On
that occasion the President opened the proceedings by a discourse on the necessity
of men observing their social obligations. This was followed by a translation
of come of the bolder of Pope’s statements in his Essay on Man. Legrand de
Laleu then declaimed some verses in the style of Young’s *“ Night Thoughts.”” The
Abbé Cordier de Saint-Firmin, who had always been a prominent figure in the
Lodge ‘“Les Neuf Soeurs,’”” read an essay on the sacrifice that literary and
artistic persons are called upon to make to gain any measure of success. and
La Dixmerie, also a well-known member of the Lodge, made some remarks on
Montaigne. There were others, not actually belonging to “ Les Neuf Soeurs,”
who contributed to the programme. The Abbé Rozier read a paper on the Music
of the Ancients; M. Lefevre de Villebrun furnished a translation of an inedited
ode or hymn attributed to Homer, and said to have been discovered in Russia:
and a M. Marechal delighted' the audience with some poems of somewhat
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amorous “flavour. The ** Memoires Secrets.”” to which I have alluded in my
paper. in noticing this * réunion.”” adds this somewhat caustic comment:—
** But one came away without being further instructed as to what these gentle-
men propose to do. and without remarking anything else than an ordinary
meeting of ‘literati’ offering their wares to those who were willing to appraise
their qualities.”’

Bro. Daynes. in his quotation from Franklin’s letter to Dr. Stiles, might
with advantage have ended the last paragraph with these explanatory words
which finish the Doctor’s statement about belief in the divinity of Christ:—""and
think it needless to busy myself with it now, when I expect soon an opportunity
of knowing the truth with less trouble.”

With regard to the * addenda’ to Bro. Lepper’s remarks. his first item
is the account of the great Masonic meeting held at Philadelphia in December.
1778. As one who is musically inclined, I cannot refrain from stating that the
anthem performed on that occasion was of a somewhat elaborate nature. First
of all came a ' Grand Symphony '’: then the chorus, ** Behold how good and
joyful.” etc.: this was followed by three solos: and the whole concluded with
a trio, with these words. ““O! I AM! Inspire us with Wisdom and Strength
to support us in all our troubles, that we may worship Thee in the Beauty of
Holiness.' One of the solos had these characteristic words, ** Thou hast gathered
us from the East. and from the West. from the North, and from the South:
Thou hast made us Companions for the Mighty upon Earth, even for the
Princes of Great Nations.”

The Rev. Willlam Smith. D.D., who preached the sermon. was born in
Scotland in 1727. The sermon was afterwards printed and issued with this
dedication:—" To His Excellency, George Washington, Esquire. General and
Commander-in-Chief of the Armies of the United States of North America;
the Friend of his Country and Mankind, Ambitious of no higher Title if higher
was possible: the following Sermon honoured with his Presence when delivered.
is dedicated, in testimony of the sincerest Brotherly. affection and esteem of his
Merit. By Order of the Brethren.”

Bro. Sykes. in some interesting details regarding Franklin’s early career
as a printer, says that the young fellow, when living in Duke Street. paid 3/6
a week for his lodgings, and that this was afterwards reduced to 2/. But
Phillips Russell, in his lately-published book on Franklin. tells us that the
““lone widow »’ with whom Benjamin stayed reduced her rent to the even lower
figure of 1/6 per week.

Bro. Sykes is reminded, by his mention of Duke Street that the celebrated
Voltaire once lived in that neighbourhood. It was towards the close of 1727
that the young Frenchman, who was then busy in writing his * English Letters”
and the * Henriade.”” was lodging in Maiden Lane. The ‘* White Peruke”
was kept by an old French barber and ° perruquier.” and it immediately
adjoined the famous Bedford Head Tavern, at which Voltaire is said to have
been a frequent visitor.

T cannot but express my appreciation of the very kindly and graceful
terms in which allusion has been made to my paper. and I am pleased indeed
that it has drawn from Brethren so much valuable information which goes to
increase our knowledge of a singularly distinguished and gifted man.




FRIDAY, 2nd MARCH, 1928.

=R HE Lodge met at Freemasons’ Hall at 5 p.m.  Present:—DBros.
b George Norman, P.A.G.D.C.. W.M.; E. H. Dring, P.G.D.. P.)M..
as S.W.; H. C. de Lafontaine, P.G.D., J.W.; W. J. Songhurst,
P.G.D., Secretary; Gordon P. G. Hills, P.A.G.Sup.W., P.)M., D.C.;
J. Walter Hobbs, P.A.G.D.C., J.D.; W. J. Williams, I.G.;
Thos. M. Carter, P.Pr.G.St.B., Bristol, Stew.; Lionel Vibert,
P.Dis.G.W., Madras, P.M.; and A. Cecil Powell, P.G.D., P.A.

Also the following members of the Correspondence Circle:—Bros. G. E. W.
Bridge, F. J. Asbury, P.A.G.D.C.. C. Komierowski, Allen Davis, Ed. J. Phillips,
Wallace Heaton, Robt. Colsell, P.A.G.D.C., H. B, Napier. Francis Hyndham,
P.G.Stew., Walter Dewes, Ivor Grantham. B. Telepneff, J. Ed. Whitty, F. Bare,
L. A Tttley. P.G.D., T. E. Scott. P.A.G.D.C., Henry G. Gold, A. G. Barnes, G. W.
Ward. P. H. Horley, W. Francis, L. G. Wearing, A. E. Gurney, H. Johnson, H. A.
Matheson, W. T. J. Gun. A. F. Ford. E. Warren. Fred. Underwood. C. F. Sykes,
A. Gault-Macgowan, W. E. F. Peake. G. Pear, Geo. . Williams, W. Stubbings. W.
Young. B. Ivanoff. J. J. Nokn, 8. J. Bowers. and Harry Rose.

Also the following Visitors:—Bros. R. L. Hurst, Apollo TUniversity Lodge
No. 357; J. Harris, L.R.: 1. Nesteroff. Shadwell Clerke Lodge No. 1910; Henry J.
Neilson, Pr.G.W.. Notts.: Henry J. Hallett, Earl of Warwick Lodge No. 2504:
G. W. W. Brown, Queen Mary's Lodge No. 3327; Charles Buckington, Crays’ Valley
Lodge No. 2147; H. G. Lumsden, Vincent Lodge No. 30?1; and A. L. House.
Pr.G.D.. Bucks.

Letters of apology for non-attendance were reported from Bros. IEd. Conder,
L.R., P.M.: 8. T. Klein, L.R., P.M.; Rev. W. W. Covey-Crump. I.P.M.; John
Stokes, P.G.D.. Pr.A.G.M., West Yorks., P.J.; J. E. S, Tuckett, P.A.G.S.B.. P.M.:
Ed. Armitage, P.G.D., Treasurer; G. W. Daynes, S.D.; R. H. Baxter, P.A.G.D.C.; .
P.JM.; F. J. W, Crowe, P.A.G.D.C,, P.M.: Rev. H. Poole, P.Pr.G.Ch.. Westmorland
& Cumberland, S.W.; and J. T. Thorp. P.G.D., P.)M.

One Lodge, one Lodge of Instruction and Fifty-nine Brethren were admitted
to membership of the Correspondence Circle,

The Report of the Audit Committee: —

PERMANENT AND AUDIT COMMITTEE,

The Committee met at the Offices, No. 27, Great Queen Street, London, on
Friday. 6th January, 1928.

Present : —Bro. George Norman, W.M., in the Chair, with Bros. W. W. Covey-
Crump, Sir Alfred FRobbins, Rev. H. Poole. H. C. de Lafontaine. J. Heron Lepper.
Gilbert W. Daynes. Gordon P. G. Hills, Lionel Vibert, Cecil Powell, W, J. Williams,
J. Walter Hobbs, T. M. Carter, W. J. Songhurst, Secretary, and R. H. MecLeod,
Auditor.

The Secretary produced his Books, and thé Treasurer's Accounts and Vouchers,
which had heen examined by the Auditor and certified as being correct.
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The Committee agreed upon the following

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1927.
BRETHREN,

We have to record with great regret the death on 22nd January of R.W. Bro.
Sir Charles Warren, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., Past District Grand Master of the Eastern
Archipelago, and the first Master of this Lodge, 1886-1888. Bro. Willlam James
Williams and Bro. Thomas Moravian Carter have been elected to full membership,
and the total number is, therefore, now 25.

The membership of the Correspondence Circle shows a net decrease of 37.
On the 30th November, 1926, we had a total of 3,166. and 200 names were added
during the year: on the other hand. 237 were removed from the list, 90 by resignation,
72 by death, and 75 for non-payment of dues. Thus the total number carried forward
is 3,129. We must once again urge Brethren to assist us by introducing new members.
It is absolufely essential that the number should be increased very considerably, in
order to provide means for publishing the Transactions.

During the year under review the final portion of Volume xxxvii. was issued,
together with the full Volume xxxviii., and further efforts will be made during 1928
to make up arrears in publication. In the accounts now presented £1,000 have been
reserved for Volume xxxix. and a similar amount for Volume xI. Subscriptions
amounting to £435 17s. 2d. are still owing.

We desire to convey the thanks of the Lodge to our Local Secretaries, who
continue to do much good work. A vacancy caused by the removal to Italy of Bro.
J. C. G. Grasé, who had rendered excellent service in Holland for 27 years, has been
filled by the appointment of Bro. J. J. Becker Elzinga, of Amsterdam. The death of
Bro. A. G. M. Gillott (appointed in 1901), and that of Bro. C. W. P. Douglas de
Fenzi has created vacancies in Costa Rica and Natal respectively; while the resigna-
tion of Bro. W. Platt leaves West Lancashire unrepresented. Bro. F. G. Marriott.
of Brisbane, has kindly consented to act in Queensland. where we have had no Local
Secretary for upwards of ten years.

For the Committee,

GEORGE NORMAN,
in the Chair.

GENERAL CASH ACCOUNT.
For the Year ending 30th November, 1927.

REcEIPTS. ExpENDITTRE.
£ s.d. £ s.d.
To Cash DBalance ... 278 11 11 | By Lodge L. 41 1 9
Lodge L. 39 7 2 Salaries, Rent. Rates and
. Jomlng Fees . 98 14 7 Taxes 719 15 11
s Subscriptions 1927 1098 17 1 Lighting. Heatmg "Clean-
, do. 1926 ... 16213 0 ing, Insurance. Telephone,
) do. 1925 ... 49.8 0 Carriage and Sundries... 163 11 1
.. Back Subscriptions .. 18 0 0O} ,, Printing, Stationery, etc. 993 11 5
Life do. ... 1183 8 0| ,. Medals .. 18 5 9
Payments received in .. Binding .. 32 0 9
Advance .. 17416 5 Sundry Publications .. 68814 7
., Medals ... 2017 O Summer Outlng Lo 347 17 2
., Binding . ... 82 7 0 ,. Library Lo 121709
Sundry Publications L. 246 17 2 Repairs (2/ “Great Queen
Summer Outing .. 8335 9 9 Street) . 514 0
Interest and Discounts ... 50 9 9 Postages . 246 1 3
.. Local Semetarles E\penees 4 3 3
. Furniture 6 0 0
., Cash in Hand ... ... 130 2 0
£2789 16 10 £2789 16 10

Bro. Tmos. M. Csrrer read the following paper:—
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PROVINCIAL WARRANTS.
(PART 1.)

BY BRO. T. M. CdRTER, P.Pr.8.G.W., Bristol.

W
.é‘
It was not until sometime after 1755 that the Moderns

Emr@ Grand Lodge of England adopted the plan of issuing a
Constitution to Lodges in true Warrant form,—that is a document itself legally
constituting a Lodge and appointing its first Master and Wardens.

About the same time the plan of appointing Provincial Grand Masters
was more widely extended, and these, by their Patents of Appointment. were
authorised themselves to constitute Lodges under their own name and authority.

The term Provincial Warrant is here wused, therefore, to describe a
document issued by a Provincial Grand Master in contradistinction to one issuing
from the Grand Master or his Deputy. By this decentralisation much provincial
activity was stimulated, and it was to this that the Moderns owed their strength
at the close of the century.

A study of Provincial Warrants will be greatly helped by a general
survey of conditions obtaining at the time, particularly with regard to the two
rival organisations the Moderns and the Antients.

For the purpose of this survey only the very bald and objective facts of
the formation of new Lodges and erasure of existing ones can be taken, but
even from these a very helpful view of the general developments can, I think,
be obtained.

In Plate I. a Chart is given—compiled from data in Lane’s Handy Book
to the Lists of Lodyes—showing the comparative experience of the Moderns and
Antients as indicated by the numbers of Lodges standing in their Registers at
the end of every five years from 1735 to the Union in 1813: (the figures for
Foreign Lodges being excluded, as not relevant to our enquiry). and the Total
Curves in each case being analysed by separately plotting the curves for London
and the Provinces. :

The curve of Total DModerns accurately follows the curve of London
Moderns until 1770, the Provincial Lodges giving steady augmentation but not
greatly affecting the quality of the curve; but from that point the reverse
obtains: after 1770 the London curve falls, almost without check, until the
Union, while the Provincial curve steadily mounts. and (after the level fifteen
years, to 1785, of balance in the Total curve between the London losses and the
Provincial gains). it is then the Provincial curve which gives its character to the
Total curve.

The Antients curve shows a level London curve till 1785 and a slight but
steady rise to the time of the Union, by which time the number of Antients
Lodges in London was very little short of that of the Moderns.

I.—PRELIMINARY.

ITH mere lapse of time, and especially after the great changes
following the Union of 1813, there is danger lest many of the
details of the great Provincial organisation of the Moderns
during the latter half of the eighteenth century should be
forgotten, and the significance of many documents issued by the
Provincial authorities be unappreciated.
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The Provincial curve shows but slight rise to 1795: from that time until
the Union its ascending curve is steeper than that of the Moderns: which
character is still apparent even if the deduction of the Lodges disallowed at the
Tnion is made: and it will be seen that while the Total curve of the Moderns
is nearly level from 1795 onwards, that of the Antients shows a steep ascent.

The isolation of the Moderns Grand Lodge from all the other independent
English-speaking jurisdictions, which had gradually become more and more
pronounced, has been indicated as one of the factors leading to the Union': this
Chart helps to bring vividly before us the conditions with which the Moderns were
faced, and helps us to understand how little they were in the position of dictating
terms to ‘' erring schismatics,”’ as was formerly implied.

We see from this Chart a great falling off in London Lodges from 1740
to 1750, then with the establishment of the Antients Grand Lodge in 1751 a
steadily increased activity both in London and the Provinces, till the acme is
reached in 1770, when the steady fall in London Lodges began and the Provinces
but just made good the loss.

It was during the period from 1770 to 1785 that the plan of Warrant
issues by the Moderns Provincial Lodges became more general, to be followed
during the decade 1785 to 1795 by greatly increased activity in that respect,
thus leaving the Antients well out of the running as regards the total number
of established Lodges at that time.

In 1799 a new factor arose in the passing of the Act for the Suppression
of Seditious Societies (39 Geo. III., cap. 79). which stopped the issue of any new
Warrants, and led to widespread traffic in erased oues.

From the point of view of our study of Provincial Warrants the interest
therefore ends in 1800, but from the subsequent curves, it will be seen that after
that time even in the Provinces the Antients were gaining in numbers.

From a study of the Lists of Lodges formed in the various Provinces given
in Appendix I. it will be seen that the centres of activity of the Antients and
Moderns are not altogether comparable; many Antient Lodges being formed in
Military and Naval Centres such as Kent and Hampshire, and but few in most
of the inland counties, except that in the counties of Cheshire, Lancashire, and
to a certain extent, Yorkshire, sustained activity is shown during the whole period
on the part of both the rival organisations.

Another analysis dealing with similar facts is given in Plate II., which
shows the number of New Lodges established, and erasures made from the
Registers during similar quinquennial periods, distinguishing the Antients and
the Moderns experience in London and the Provinces,

The same story is apparent here and need not again be detailed, but the
presentation of the data in this diagrammatic form may be of assistance to
students,

A point of great interest is the number of Erasures from the Register of
the DModerns between 1740 and 1755 and the number of London Lodges soon
springing up after the formation of the Antients Grand Lodge.

To what extent were they of the same personnel?

TUnfortunately the Moderns Register rarely gives the names of members
of the Lodges under its jurisdiction at that time, and the information can only
be very indirectly accumulated; but it is worth investigating, though quite
outside the scope of our present pursuit.

These Charts clearly demonstrate the vital importance of the Provincial
organisation of the Moderns in the latter half of the century, and it is the
purpose of this paper to discuss in some detail the various ways in which this
organisation was effected, and the different methods and experiences of the
Provinces: and much of the history of a Province will often he found embedded
in the history of its Warrants.

! The Irish and Scottish Grand Lodges, as well as those overseas, maintained a
closer fraternal association with the Antients—vide A4.Q.C. xxviil.. p. 173, on the
International Compuet by Bro. Chetwode (‘rawley.
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TI.—EARLY CONSTITUTIONS OF MODERNS., AND OTHER
JURISDICTIONS.

Tt is impossible to present this rubject clearly without some reference to
the early practice of the 1717 Grand Lodge. and comparison with that of the
other jurisdictions in Ireland and Scotland in the constituting and °* warranting "’
of new Lodges.

This preliminary work was done by Bro. John Lane in a communication
to this Lodge on Oct. 4, 1895, ‘' The Early Lodges of Freemasons, their
Constitutions and Warrants 1717 to 17607 (4.Q.C.. vol. wviii.,, p. 193), and
reference should be made to that valuable essay and the interesting discussion
that followed,

A brief review must therefore here suffice.

Before the newly-established Grand Lodge attempted after 1717 to organise
Lodges under its authority, and indeed for many years subsequent to its establish-
ment, there were numerous Lodges scattered over various parts of the country,
meeting by ‘‘ inherent right '’ and considering themselves regularised and properly
discharging Masonic functions if they had with them a copy of the ‘* Old
Charges,”” and it is scarcely necessary to recall the early duty that the members
of the Grand Lodge laid upon themselves to digest these ‘‘ Old Charges ™ into a
““new and better method,”” entrusting that work to Dr. Anderson (as he states)
and after discussion and amendment of his proposals, authorising the printing
and publication of ‘‘ The Book of Constitutions ™ in 1723.

This momentous step in Masonic history was by no means unchallenged:
there are many indications of rivalry and dissatisfaction within the ranks of
Grand Lodge with Anderson and his work, but it must be accepted as the
deliberate and authoritative action of Grand Lodge. and henceforth it was a
matter of paramount importance that the. authority of this book should be
recognised and established. The actual procedure and ceremonial for constituting
a new Lodge had had early attention and a ‘‘ Postscript ”’ was added to the
newly-issued Book of Constitutions giving details of the method ‘‘ according to

the Ancient usages of Masons '’; its first paragraph states:—

““A mnew Lodge, for avoiding many Irregularities, should be solemnly
constituted by the Grand Master, with his Deputy and Wardens: or in the
Grand Master’s absence, the Deputy shall Act for his Worship, and shall chuse
some Master of a Lodge to assist him; or in case the Deputy is absent, the
Grand Master shall call forth some Master of a Lodge to act as Deputy pro
tempore *’; and then follow details of a dignified ceremonial (which has to this
day remained the basis of our Consecration ceremonies) and ending:—“ And this
Lodge being thus compleatly constituted, shall be register'd in the Grand Master's
Book, and by his Order notify’d to the other Lodges’': a regulation of 1729
adding :—'* Every new Lodge for the future shall pay two guineas for their
Constitution to the General Charity.”

In the General Regulations included in this Book (1723) we read:—

No. VIII. ““No Set or Number of Brethren shall withdraw
or separate themselves from the ZLodge in which they are made
Brethren, or were afterwards admitted Jembers, unless the Lodge
becomes too numerous: nor even then, without a Dispensation from
the Grand DMaster or his Deputy:: and when they are thus separated,
they must either immediately join themselves to such other Lodge as
they shall like best, with the unanimous Consent of that other Lodge
to which they go (as above regulated) or else they must obtain the
Grand Master’s warrant to join in forming a New Lodge.

““If any Set or Number of 1 asons shall take upon themselves
to form a Lodge without the Grand Master's warrant, the regular
Lodges are not to countenance them, nor own them as fair Brethren
and duly form’d, nor approve of their Acts and Deeds, but must
treat them as Rebels, until they humble themselves, as the Grand
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Master shall in his Prudence direct, and until he approve of them
by his Warrant, which must be signify’d to the other Lodges as the
custom is when a New Lodge is to be register’d in the List of Lodges.”

Attention to the particular wording of this Article is of great importance
in understanding the actual course of events.

It will be noted that the words ¢ Dispensation’’ and ‘‘ Warrant’'' are
used apparently interchangeably and in the sense of ‘‘sanction.”” *‘ permission "’
or ‘‘ authorisation,”” except in the last paragraph where ‘* warrant * refers to the
approval of the Grand Master for the registration of a new Lodge, and inclusion
in the engraved list which was to be circulated among all the other Lodges.

In the discussion on Bro. Lane’s paper Bro. W. H. Rylands expressed the
opinion that ‘the great object the Grand Lodge had in view was . . . to
obtain the allegiance of all Lodges, so as to place them on the roll, and thus do
away with individual rights.”

Though the word ‘< Warrant’ is used it evidently did not refer to a
specific document such as that to which we now give such name.

The Lodge was constituted by the personal attendance of the Grand Master
or his Deputy. and as Lodges sought allegiance from more distant places, the
third method described above was adopted, and authority to act on behalf of the
Grand DMaster was sent to some local Mason, with instructions to convene the
petitioning brethren and constitute them into a Lodge: a certificate being some-
times given that the instructions had been duly obeyed.

Bro. Lane gives documentary evidence of this procedure with reference
to a London Lodge as early as 1725.

The essential point is- that the constituting was a personal act and no
formal document was a necessary part of the procedure, though in actual practice
it soon became customary for such to be given as future evidence of constitution.

Probably as the occasions for this procedure increased the letter of deputa-
tion, following the formal petition. became itself more formal and it was more
likely to be retained and treasured, and of the 47 ‘‘ deputations’' granted for
constituting Lodges in the Country. which are recorded in the 1738 Book of
Constitutions. four are still in existence and serve yet as the authority under
which the Lodges work.

These are No. 39 Exeter (1732), No. 37 Bolton (1732). No. 41 Bath (1733)
and No. 42 Bury (1733).

The wording of the earliest of these documents issued to St. John the
Baptist’s Lodge No. 39 Exeter, is as follows (the other three are almost identical,
and are all given verbatim in Lane's Essay):—

Montague (Seal) GI4. M.
Whereas a Petition has been p1ese11ted to us and signed by several
Brethren residing in and about the City of Exeter humbly praying
that they may be constituted into a regular Lodge,

These are therefore to Impower and Authorize our Rt. Worship-
ful and well beloved Brethren John Bury Esq". and Mr. Thomas
Jeffreys or either of them to convene our Brethren at Exeter afore-
said who have signed the said Petition, and that the said John Bury
Esq". or Mr. Thomas Jeffreys do in our place and stead Constitute a
regular Lodge in due form (they the said John Bury Esq™. and MMr.
Thomas Jeffreys taking special Cave that they and every of them
have been regularly made Masons) with like Privileges as all other
Regular Lodges do enjoy and that they be required to conform them-
selves to all and every the Regulations contained in the printed Book
of Constitutions, and observe such other Rules and Instructions as
shall from time to time be transmitted to them by us or Thomas
Batson Esq". our Depuby Grand Master or the Grand Master or his
Deputy for the time being And that they do send to us or our
Deputy a list of the Members of their Lodge together with the Rules
agreed on to be by them observed, to the end that they may be entred
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in the Grand Lodge Book. And upon the due execution of this our
Deputation the said John Bury Esq™. or Mr. Thomas Jefirey is hereby
required to transmitt to us or our said Deputy a Certificate under
both or either of their hands of the time and place of such Constitu-
tion, in order that it may be entred in the Book of regular Lodges.
Given under our hand and seal of Office. this eleventh day of
July, 1732, and in the year of Masonry 5732
By the Grand DMaster's Command

Tho. Batson  D.G.AL

Geo. Rooke ) .
Will Reid Sect. Ja. Smythe, | G. Wardens

The personal character of the document, the fact that it deals only with the
constituting of the Lodge by a personal act: that it does not mention the appoint-
ment of Master and Wardens. and that the deputation is made personally by the
Grand DMaster (though transmitted through his officers) and not by the Grand
Lodge as such. are all points of interest and importance.

Documents such as these were continued to be issued by the Grand Lodge
until 1755 and later, but there is a notable word in all these four early documents
which is not to be found in any of the later ones.

This is the word ¢ printed '—in the phrase

)

““ Regulations contained in the printed Book of Constitutions.’

Long before 1755 the authority of the Book of Constitutions had been
recognised and established: by that time there were 140 Lodges on the G.L.
Register: 68 of these being Provincial Lodges, while in London during the
previous two decades the authority of Grand Lodge had survived the erasure of
over 60 Lodges. ‘" Printed ”’ by then was a redundant word. but at the earlier
date it appears to be of great significance,

We shall see how early in Ireland and how universally later the other plan
was followed of having a definite Warrant, an authoritative document itself
constituting the Lodge.

The essential difference between the two forms has been very clearly stated
by Dr. Chetwode Crawley (C'wwm. Hib., F. 1. p. 4):—

““It is the essence of a Charter or Warrant, that it should be a document
solemnly executed. and delivered to the parties to whom rights are conceded, to
be by them preserved and produced as formal evidence of their title to privileges
therein granted by some Body or Authority, legally possessed of the power to
make such grant.

‘It is idle to attribute such a character to the Deputations and the mis-
nomer is unworthy of the reputation for accuracy so well won by the Modern
School of Historians.

““To persist in its use would be to perpetuate a terminology slipshod in
expression, misleading in meaning, and false in fact.”’

Why then did the Grand Lodge avoid issuing to their new Lodges a
document to be by them preserved and produced as formal evidence of their title
to privileges?

May not the answer lie in the earlier history of the Craft already alluded
to. and in the new departure they had themselves so recently made?

The Old Charges were formerly the title to a Lodge’s privileges, and the
Grand Lodge had printed and published a revised version of these in a Book:
but could scarcely have intended thereby to minimise their essential authority.

There is evidence, as has already been mentioned. of rivalry and dis-
satisfaction at this bold procedure, and it is certainly significant that large
numbers of copies of the Old Charges are known to have been made after 1717.

It is not suggested that in all cases these were what may be called ‘* com-
mercial ' copies.—some like the Woodford and Supreme Council are known to
have been copies especially made for a distinguished individual: but others
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(Melrose. Gateshead, Scarborough, Thistle) are definitely known to have been used
for esoteric purposes in Lodge. and the issue of printed copies (Roberts, Cole)
at a very low price, may well have been in recognition of an increasing demand.
and possibly their use was associated with that prevalence of ' clandestine
Masonry (or it may have been the distinguishing factor in the ‘‘irregular ™’ as
distinet from the clandestine) which bulks so largely in the early disciplinary
troubles of Grand Lodge.

These printed issues can hardly, I think, be attributed to any general
interest in the antiquities of the Craft: this could scarcely have been so prevalent
at that time as to have justified publication, unless there were some accompanying
traditional virtue. for Masonic purposes, in the possession of a copy: mnor can it
be definitely maintained that these copies were used only for *‘operative”’
Lodges: if indeed many such existed at that time without a very large speculative
admixture.

The re-issue of Cole's printed version in 1751 is also of great interest,
when we bear in mind the impending organisation of the Antients. How much
are these issues, and the great falling away from the fold of the Moderns which
happened after 1740, linked up with the appeal of the Antients to those who
practised Masonry ‘‘ after the Amncient Constitutions ' ?

It must of course be remembered that the members of all these erased
Lodges—some sixty or more—were still potential Masons, and may have continued
practising Masonry without central organisation and without keeping any records.
AMoreover, much as the benefits of a great central organisation with its central
Charity and the prestige given by its aristocratic adherents. may have attracted,
there can be little doubt that the great change from a Christian to a Theistic
basis of the Craft repelled many who came to know of its earlier traditions.

However that may be, it is rash to urge such considerations as settling all
the difficult questions surrounding these editions of the ‘* Charges.”” Why did
Cole dedicate his reprint to the Moderns, if their use was as suggested? And,
since another edition was called for in 1762. can we assume that esoteric use by
Lodges unconnected with the Grand Lodges was still creating a demand for them?

And the production of Docket Companions as substitutes for the “ Con-
stitutions ** for Lodge use also indicates that however much the Moderns had
tried to keep the use of their Book of Comnstitutions an essential condition of
association with their organisation, the facts of registration and enrolment in the
lists of Lodges, and the regular payment of dues were, after all, the paramount
conditions of membership, and that other forms of the * Charges’’ still obtained
a possible use even among regulars.

The last paragraph of “° The Sanction’ in the 1738 B. of C. reads:—

" Therefore we also, the present Grand Master, Deputy and Wardens
do hereby recommend this our new printed Book as the only Book of
Constitutions, to the Free and Accepted Masons:; and disclaiming all
other Books, that have mnot the Sanction of the Grand Lodge. we
warn all the Brethren against being employ'd or concern'd in writing
and spreading, printing and publishing any other Books relating to
Masons or Masonry, and against using any other Book in any Lodge
as a Lodge Book, as they shall be answerable to the Grand Lodge.”

The terms of Sanction of the later editions are very similar, that of 1784
reading : —

““ We, the acting Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Wardens,
and other members composing the Hall Committee, do hereby recom-
mend this present edition as the only Book of Masonic Constitutions
for Free and Accepted Masons: disallowing all other publications that
have not the Sanction of the Grand Lodge: and do warn all the
Brethren against being concerned in writing, printing or publishing
any other book concerning Masons or Masonry, as they shall be
answerable to the Grand Lodge.”’
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~So complex and involved are the questions relating to the “ Old Charges”
that it is only too easy to display one’s ignorance by discussing them, and on
the general subject of their use by our eighteenth century Brethren T cannot do
better than quote the remarks of Bro. Herbert Poole in his useful book (The Old
Charges, p. 27):—

" The general impression reems to be that there was no clear cut line
between the two classes of Masons (operatives and speculatives) and that probably
the Old Charges were the common possession of both "': and:— One can only
supposs  that the rapid multiplication of Lodges involving much copying of
MSS. le)d to a demand for a less laborious method of reproduction ” (i.c., printed
versions).

s it not, then, quite evident that the success of the plan to substitute
Anderson’s Book of Constitutions for the Old Charges was by no means assured
till long after its publication, and, I suggest, that it would have been more
precarious still had Grand Lodge isst.2d at once some other document which pur-
ported to give ‘* Constitution ’ to a Lodge.

We are so accustomed to regard the Warrant of our Lodge as the legal
instrument of its constitution that it is not easy to get back to that early point
of view: it is of the more interest, then, to note any survivals of it: at the
Installation of a W.M. the Book of Constitutions is presented to him by the
Installing Master with the comment in some rituals that it is to be ‘ his guide
at all times in cases of difficulty ’: in the pre-union ritual in Bristol, however,
it (together with H.B., Comps. and Sq. and the Charter Warrant) is presented
with the qualifying words: ‘* which render your Lodge just perfect and regular.”
Ts such expression used regarding the B. of C.. elsewhere?

While legally the Deputation could never be regarded as the Constituting
instrument. yet as time went on the documents issued from Grand Lodge in
this form did in fact come to be regarded very much in that way. and we find
many references to these Deputations as *° Constitutions,”” and official recognition
of such a status.

For instance, the following G.L. Minutes make such definite reference:—

924 June 1742: ** The Master of the Turk’s Head Lodge in Greek St.,
Soho, acquainted the Grand Master that as the said Lodge was greatly
declined, he and the members had joined the King’s Arms Lodge,
No. 38, held at the Cannon, Charing Cross. and that by consent of
the said Turk’s Head Lodge, he did surrender the Constitution thereof ;
for which they were much applauded by the Grand Master.”

3 Feb. 1743: * The Brethren were highly satisfied with the conduct of
the Lodge held at the Rose in Cheapside: who. finding their state in
great decline, had joined themselves to the Swan & Rummer in
Bartholemew Lane near the Royal Exchange. and surrendered their
Constitution to the Grand Master at the Communication.”

96 Feh. 1745: “ The Master and Wardens of the Lodge No. 185 sur-
rendered their Constitution to the Grand Master.”’

22 Dec. 1748 : * The Master of the Lodge No. 122 lately held at the White
Bear in Old Bread Street acquainted the Brethren that as the said
Lodge had for some time discontinued meeting, he to prevent the
Constitution falling into bad hands, by Consent of the other Members
thereof, surrendered the same to the G.)I., which was greatly approved
by the Grand Lodge.”

But this practical use of the document cannot be held to alter its essential
character, though it indicates that there was need of an official document frankly
intended to serve those purposes.

Irish Practice.—By the kindness and courtesy of Bro. Lepper I have been
able to see and permitted to make extracts from the chapters on Irish Warrants
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in vol. ii. (unpublished) of the History of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons of Ireland (Lepper and Crosslé). .

The authors state:— " As early as 1727 the Grand Lodge of Ireland was
issuing some kind of document to its subordinate Lodges, as appears by the
entry concerning No. 2 in the official Roll. while No. 21 Newport Co. Mayo
claimed in 1818 to be in possession of a Warrant dating from the 22nd May
1727. Both these Lodges as we know from the original Warrants still preserved,
took out later Charters in 1732 and 1733 respectively. so we are inclined to
believe that the earlier documents they held were somewhat in the nature of a
Dispensation. not a true Warrant.™

Discussing Regulation VIII. of the Book of Constitutions (1723). which we
have already considered. they say:—

“ Tt is not unfair to conclude that neither word—(/.c., Dispensation and
Warrant)—was used in a strict sense implying a document of some kind: but
we believe that it was from such a meaning being read into the passage by the
Irish Freemasons, who . . . studied their Anderson diligently. that the actual
Warrant as we know it now-a-days came into existence in Ireland. first of all the
Masonic Constitutions. and then spread over all the World wherever the Craft is
known."’

We may usefully reflect here. T think. that no copies of the Old Charges
have ever been found in Ireland and there is no evidence that they were ever
in use there.

What actually were the conditions obtaining in Ireland hefore the forma-
tion of its Grand Lodge (about the year 1725) it is not possible now to say,
patient research and lucky finds may in time give us more evidence: Masonic
activities such as are indicated by the Tripos speech of 1688: the Munster
traditions of Early Lodges: the possible Lodge of 1688 in the later-named
* Walshe ©* Regiment: the Lodge of the Elizabeth St. Leger incident: and the
large number of Lodges immediately rallying to the Irish Grand Lodge. point to
the existence of some recognised authority. whether documentary or not; and it
is not satisfactory to assume that that authority was no more than the mere word
of the peripatetic *‘ liedge mason.”

Still it is a fact that no evidence has yet been forthcoming of the use of
any kind of authorizing document: the Eunglish Book of Constitutions was the
foundation of their own Code. and there were therefore no constituting documents
detracting from its importance and authority: while it may ‘well have appeared
necessary to elaborate an organisation which gave them something more than a
Book which could be bought in the open market.

A very definite decision was made within a few years of the Grand Lodge's
formation. as shown by a notice printed in Faulkner's Dublin Chronicle. 11-14
Dec.. 1731:—

" Whereas there are several Lodges of Freemasons congregated in several
Cities and Towns within this Kingdom, without a Warrant under the
Hand and Seal of the Right Honourable the Lord Kingston. or the
Right Honourable the Lord Nettervill Deputy Grand Master. or the
Grand Wardens, It is therefore order’d that all such Lodges do
immediately write to the Secretary. Mr. Thomas Griffith in Dublin
and take out true and perfect Warrants. and pay the Fees for the
same. or they will not be deem’d true Lodges.

Signed by Order
Tho Griffith.  Secretary.”

The first of these Warrants was issued on the lst Feb. 1731/2 and is still
in existence. the oldest Masonic Warrant in the World. This document reads: —

““ By the Right Worshipful and Right Honourable Lord Kingston, Grand
Master of all the Lodges of Free Masons in the Kingdom of Ireland,
the Right Honourable the Lord Nettevil, Deputy Grand Master, the
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Honourable William Ponsonby and Dillon Pollard Hamson Esquires
Grand Wardens.  Whereas our Trusty and Well Beloved Brothers
John Freke and Thomas Cooke Esq'™., James Condon and Florence
McCarthy have besought Us. that We would be pleas’d to erect a
Lodge of Freemasons in the town of Michellstown and at the House
of such persons, who by their Knowledge and Skill in Masonry may
contribute to the Wellbeing and Advancement thereof.
We therefore duly weighing the Premisses and having nothing more
at Heart than the Prosperity and true Advancement of Masonry, and
reposing special Trust and Confidence in our Trusty and Well beloved
Brothers, the said John Treke, & Tho Cooke, James Condon and
Florence McCarthy of whose Abilities and Knowledge in Masonry we
are satisfied : Do by these Presents of our . . . certain Knowledge
and meer Motion, Nominate, Create, Authorize & Constitute the said

. . to be Mast’. of the s Lodge. & the s?. Freke & Cooke
Wardens of a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons to be held by them
and their Successors lawfully admitted in the town of Cork’ [written
over erasure] for ever. And we do hereby Give and grant under the
said DMaster and said Wardens, & the rest of the Worshipful Bre(thre)n
and their successors full power and lawful Authority from Time to
Time to proceed to election of new Master and Wardens, and to make
such Laws, Rules, and Orders as they from Time to Time shall think
proper and Convenient for the well being and ordering of the said
Lodge: reserving to Ourselves and Our Successors Grand Masters and
Grand Wardens of Ireland. the sole right of deciding all differences
which shall be brought by Appeal before Us and Our Successors
Grand DMasters and Grand Wardens of Ireland.
In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our Hands and Seal of
Office, this first day of February in the Year of Our Lord 1731 and
in the Year of Masonry 5731.

Tho. Griffith  Secretary.”

The document is printed, with blank spaces for names and places filled in
in manuscript; it has the signatures of the Grand DMaster and Deputy Grand
Master at the top'left, and on the wide left margin bears the seal of the Grand
Lodge of Ireland and the number of the Lodge.

This form of Warrant remained unaltered until 1817 and is substantially
the same as that now in use.

It will be noted that. by fhese Presents, Masons were constituted as a
Lodge, and the DMasters and Wardens appointed, and that the Document is
isued not by the Grand Master alone. but associated with his Deputy G.M. and
Grand Wardens.

The interesting question arises whether in Irish practlce at this time the
issue of the Warrant alone sufficed. and was not necessarily accompanied by any
Constituting ceremony. This is not specifically dealt with in these chapters on
Warrants, but Bro. Lepper has told me that he has no doubt whatever, that
there was invariably a constituting ceremony. carried out on the lines of the
Postscript in Anderson's Constitutions, similar to that which is practised to-day.

Scottish Practice.—The Grand Lodge of Scotland was not formed until
1736 and was at first concerned with the enrolment under its authority of the
many old Lodges already existing.

" With conditions in this respect similar to those obtaining at the earlier
date in England it might be thought that there were the same reasons for
avoiding the issue of a ‘‘ Constituting '’ document: but the Irish plan of issuing
Warrants was at once adopted though in a much differing form,—more elaborate
and verbose,—and it is used almost unaltered to the plesent day A full copy
is given in Lane’s Essay (p. 203).

It was issued by authority of The Most Worshipful the Grand DMaster of
Scotland and the Grand Lodge. It is obvious, however, that the conditions by
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that time were everywhere essentially different from those facing the premier
Grand Lodge in 1723.

The centralisation of Masonic activities by enrolment of Lodges on a Grand
Lodge Register. with specific privileges such as participation in a central charity,
granted in return for loyal allegiance and payment of dues had become an
accomplished fact in England, and in Ireland, for a decade and more; the
question of Old Charges versus the new Book of Constitutions no longer arose:
Teither in the Irish nor the Scottish Warrants are these refered to, and the
problem was simply one of securing an efficient centralised organisation.

Content with their original plan, and seeing no reason for modifying it.
the Grand Lodge of England continued to constitute its Lodges throggllout. the
country by Deputations until about the year 1757: but by then their position
was becoming seriously undermined by the Grand Lodge of the Antients. formed
in 1751.

Cradled and nurtured in Ireland this new and very vigorous body issued
Warrants of Constitution to its Lodges, in a form differing widely from the Irish
or Scottish.

The Warrant of the Enoch Lodge (1751) reads:—

“E. C. Vaughan. G.)M.
W. Holford D.G.M. John Jackson S.G.W.
Sam. Galbraith J.G.W.

To all whome it may concern

We the Grand Lodge in ample form assembled do hereby Authorize
and Impower our Trusty and Well beloved Brethren Will™. Cowen
Master William Osborne Sen’. Warden and John Nelson Jun'. Warden
(with their lawful Assistance) To form and hold a Lodge of Free and
Accepted Ancient Masons and in such Lodge Admit enter and make
Masons according to the Ancient and honourable Custom of the Royal
Craft in all Ages and Nations throughout the known World. And
we do hereby further Authorise and Impower our said Trusty and
Well beloved Brethren William Cowen, William Osborn, and John
Nelson (with their Lawful Assistance) To nominate, chuse, and Instal
their Successors whom they are to invest with their power and dignity
and such Successors shall in like manner Nominate Chuse and Instal
their Successors &c. &c. &c. such Installations to be on every S'. John's
Day during the continuance of the Lodge for ever. Providing that
the Above named Brethren and their Successors always pay due
Respect to this Ancient Grand Lodge otherwise this Warrant to be
of no force and Virtue.

Given under our hands and Seal of the Ancient Grand Lodge London
this 18"® day of June in the Year of our Lord 1755 and in the Year
of Masonry 5755.
Lau Dermott.  G.Sec".
Constituted July 17 1751-5751.”

¢

This document ‘‘authorizes and impowers’’ certain named brethren to
form and hold a Lodge, and nominates them as its officers: it is issued by
““the Grand Lodge in ample form assembled,”” the names of the Grand Officers
being cited in various places, but no one of them named as the fount of authority.
There is, it will be noted, no reference to any Constitutions or Book of Constitu-
tion, the instrument is not concerned with these, but merely (as were Ireland
and Scotland) with the external organisation of the Lodges, and their relation to
the Central Authority.

There can be little doubt that the initial success of the new Grand Lodge
of the Antients, and the heavy losses of the Moderns during the previous decade
caused the leaders in the latter organisation seriously to review their position.

At any rate, it is soon after this that we find the Moderns altering their
method, and giving their Lodges a definite Warrant of Constitution, which could
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be retained and cited and exhibited by the new Lodges as th.ir authority for
working; and this work appears to have been largely effected by the Deputy
Grand Master, Dr. Manningham., who by his personal exertions had done so
much to ward off the attacks of the rival Grand Lodge.

The very earliest Warrant issued by the Moderns is in fact one issued by
a Provincial Grand Master.—and still exists in No. 89 now working at Dukinfield.
It was issued by William Ratchdale, the P.G.D., of Lancashire (1742-1760) and
is in character different from all others. Its terms are:—

“To all and every our Right Worshipful, Worshipful and Loveing Brethren
(of the Ancient and Honourable) Society of free and Accepted Masons
Send Greeting.

Know Ye that by virtue of the power given under the hand and seal of
the Right Honourable and Right Worshipful John Lord Ward Baron
of Birmingham in the County of Warwick Grand Master bareing date
the 30* day of April AD 1743. AL 5743 (giving law)ful power and
authority to me William Ratchdale of Liverpool in the County
Palatine of Lancaster M D his Provincial Grand Master to appoint
my Deputy and Wardens and Masons and constitute TLodges as
occasions shall require I the said William Ratchdale takeing special
care that all and every the Members of every Lodge of shall be
constituted have been or shall be regularly made Masons and that
they do observe perform and keep all & every the Rules orders &
regulations contained in the Book of Constitutions (except such as have
been or may be revoked or alter’d at any Quarterly Communication
or other general meeting) and do al such matters and things as may
from time to time from the Grand Lodge (by order of the Right
Worshipful the Grand DMaster for the time being) deliver’d to me and
that each Lodge so constituted by me y® s P.G.D. shall pay the sum
two guineas for the use of the Grand Charity and ten shillings and
sixpence to the Grand Secretary for entering the said Lodge in the
Lodge Book of y* Grand Lodge and (that every such) Lodge or Lodges
as shall by him the said P.G.M. (be so) constituted that they keep the
Rules (orders and Regulations aforesaid).

Now Whereas I the said William Ratchdale y* said P.G.DM.
have been applyed to by Petition from several Brethren dwelling and
resideing in Manchester in the County Palatine of Lamncaster praying
that they may be constituted and formed into a regular Lodge.

Know Ye that I the said W™, Ratchdale by virtue and in
pursuance of the power aforesaid Hath and by these presents doth
Constitute and form the said petitioning Bretheren into a Legal
regular and constituted Lodge to be held on every 1% and 3'¢ Wednes-
day in every month at the place called S'. Ann’s Coffechouse now
kept by Harry Kirks in Manchester aforesaid and I do and have
appointed Joseph Greenwood Gent®. Master of the said Lodge John
Smith Gen*. Sen’. Warden and John Harrysone M D Jun'. Warden,

Given under my hand and seal this 4™ Day of Feb. 1754
AL 5754.

‘W, Ratchdale (Seal)
P.G.M.”

It will be sees that this unique Warrant retains many of the characteristics
of the Deputation while fundamentally altering its legal status, being itself the
instrument by which the Lodge was constituted and its officers appointed.

It is issued by the pelsonal authority of the P.G.M. who alone s1gns it,
citing in the preamble the terms and conditions of his office and the power given
him by the Grand Jlaster.

The issue is not by a Lodge, but by the Grand Oﬁ"lcel and it continues
to recite the necessity for observance of the Rules, orders, and Regulations of
the Book of Constitutions.
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A comparison of this document with the terms of the Deputations already
cited is instructive, but even more so with the terms of the Patent of Appoint-
ment of Provincial Grand JMasters.

Very few of these have been preserved. The Grand Lodge Library only
possesses five issued to Home Provinces, one of which (dated 1796) has been
quite recently acquired.

The earliest is dated 25 Nov. 1755. and relates to the appointment of a
Provincial Grand Master for the Electorate of Hanover. A transcript of such a
Patent to an American Province is. however, to be found in the Grand Lodge
Minutes of 1736, and its wording is very similar to that here given.

The earliest issued to an Eunglish Province is that of Charles Marsh,
P.G.)M. for Radnor, which bears date 26 June 1777. It reads as follows:—

*“ Manchester  G.1I. (Seal of G.L.)

To all and every our Right Worshipful. Worshipful and Loving
Brethren, We George Duke of Manchester &c. Grand Master of the
Most Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Accepted Masons
send Greeting. Know Ye That We of the great Trust and Confidence
reposed in our Right Trusty and Well beloved Brother Charles Marsh
of the War Office London Esquire Do hereby constitute and appoint
him the said Charles Marsh Provincial Grand Master of and for the
County of Radnor with full power and authority in due form to make
Masons and Constitute and Regulate Lodges as occasion may require
and also to do and execute all and every such other Acts and things
appertaining to the said Office as usually have been and ought to be
done and executed by other Provincial Grand DMasters he the said
Charles Marsh taking special care that all and every the members of
every Lodge he shall Constitute shall have been regularly made Masons
and that they do observe perform and keep all and every the Rules
Orders and Regulations contained in the Book of Constitutions (except
such as have been or may be repealed at any Quarterly Communica-
tion or other gemneral meeting) together also with all such other Rules
orders Regulations and Instructions as shall from time to time be
transmitted by Us or by Rowland Holt Esquire our Deputy, or by
any of Our Successors Grand Masters or their Deputys for the time
being. And we hereby Will and require you our said Provincial
Grand Master to cause four Quarterly Communications to be held
yearly one whereof to be upon or as near the Feast Day of Saint
John the Baptist as conveniently may be and that you promote on
those and all other occasions whatever may be for the honour and
advantage of Masonry and the Benefit of the Grand Charity, and
that you yearly send to us or our Successors Grand Masters an account
in writing of the proceedings therein and also of what Lodges you
constitute and when and where held together with a List of the
Members of the said several Lodges and Copies of all such Rules
orders and Regulations as shall be made for the good Government of
the same with whatever else you shall do by virtue of these Presents,
and that you at the same time remit to the Treasurer of the Society
for the time being at London Three pounds three shillings for every
Ledge you shall Constitute for the use of the Grand Charity and other
necessary purposes.

Given at London under Our Hand & Seal of Masonry this
26" Day of June AL 5777. AD 1777.

By the Grand Master’s Command
R. Holt D.G.M.

Jas Heseltine G.S.”

There can be little doubt from the preamble of the Warrant he issued in
1754 that Dr. Wm. Ratchdale had received instructions very similar to these;
and if he had had them at the time of his appointment as P.G.DM. in 1742, they
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conveyed no indication that the carrying out of the instructions to Constitute
Lodges was by any other method than that usually adopted.

From the action later taken by the D.G.J., Dr. Manningham. and the
G.8., John Reviv, it is probable that the advisability of some change in the
policy respecting the constituting of Lodges and issue of Warrants was discussed
at Grand Lodge, at any rate informally among the officers and such Provincial
Grand Masters as may have been accessible.

Ratchdale had but to read his own Patent to realise that he had full
power to do this for himself if he wished. and to him belongs the credit of
having issued the first known Warrant of the lloderns.

It is not until 1757 that we find such a document issued from Grand
Lodge.

Two Warrants of Lodges still working, No. 97 Palatine Lodge of Sunder-
land and No. 100 Lodge of Friendship. Great Yarmouth (formerly of Norwich),
-were issued by the G.M., Lord Carnarvon.

Lane quotes the Warrant issued to No. 97 dated 14 Jan. 1757 in full.
I will give the one issued 25 Mar. 1757 to No. 100, then meeting at Norwich,
which Warrant, it is interesting to note is on paper and entirvely in the hand-
writing of Thomas Manningham himself (see Hamon le Strange, History of
Freemasonry in Norfoll;, p. 106):—

Its terms are identical with those of No. 97:—

““ Carnarvon  G.ML (Seal of G.L.) '
To All and every Our Right Worshipful Worshipful and ILoving
Brethren We James Brydges. Marquis of Carnarvon, Grand Master
of the Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Accepted Masons
Send Greeting

Know Ye that We at the humble Petition of our Right
Worshipful and Well beloved William Wickes Levi Barlow Samuel
Clark and several other Brethren residing in the City of Norwich in
the County of Norfolk & confiding in the care of you the said William
Wickes that all and every the said Brethren have been regularly made
AMasons do hereby Constitute you and the said Brethren into a regular
Lodge of firee and accepted Masons, And do further of the great
trust and confidence reposed in you the said three above named
Brethren appoint you the said William Wickes to be Master: the
sald Levi Barlow to he S.W. & the said Samuel Clarke to be J.W.
for the opening the said Lodge and for such further time only as
shall be thought proper by the Brethren thereof It being our Will
that this our appointment of the above Officers shall in no wise affect
any further Election of Officers of the Lodge But that such Election
shall be regulated agreeably to such By Laws of the said Lodge as
shall be consistent with the General Laws of this Society contained in
the Book of Constitutions,

And we do hereby Will and require you the said William
Wickes and the future Masters of the Lodge for the time being to
take especial care that all and every the Brethren of the above Lodge
do observe perform and keep all and every the Rules, Orders, and
Regulations contained in the Book of Constitutions (except such as
have been or may be repealed at any Quarterly Communication, or
cther General meeting) together with all such other Rules. Orders,
Regulations & Instructions as shall from time to time be transmitted
by Us or Thomas Manningham M.D, our Deputy, or by any of our
Successors, Grand DMasters or their Deputy for the time being. and
that you & such DMasters of the Lodge for the time being do from
time to time cause to be entered in a Book kept for that purpose an
account of the proceedings of the Lodge. together with all such Rules,
Orders and Regulations as shall be made for the good Government of
the same.  And that it be in no wise omitted at least once in every
year to send to Us or Our Successors Grand Masters an account in
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writing of the said Proceedings and copies of all such Rules. Orders,
& Regulations as shall be made as aforesaid, together with a List of
Members of the TLodge. & such a sum of money as may suit the
circumstances thereof and reasonably be expected towards the General
Charity.  And we do moreover hereby Will and Require You the
sald William Wickes as soon as conveniently may be to send us an
account in writing of what shall be done by virtue of these presents.

Given at London under Our Hand and Seal of Masonry this
25" day of March AD 1757 AL 5757. )

By the Grand Master’s Command
Witness C. J. Revis Tho®. Manningham
G.S. D.G.AM”

The essential difference between this document and the Deputation need
not again be stressed, but it is of interest to note their points of similarity:—

1. It is still a document issuing personally from the Grand Master. and
promulgated through his Deputy and witnessed by the Grand Secretary
but it is not stated to have emanated from the Grand Lodge as such.

bo

Special care is enjoined that all and every of the founders have been
regularly made Masons.

3. The importance of the Book of Constitutions is still emphasized.
4. The Bye Laws (or Rules) are to be submitted to Grand Lodge.
5. A list of Members is to be regularly submitted.

Points of similarity with the Patent of a Provincial Grand DMaster to be
noticed are:—

1. ““All and every the members of Lodges he shall constitute shall be
regularly made Masons.”

2. ““and they do observe perform and keep all and every the Rules
Orders and Regulations contained in the Book of Constitutions (except
such as have been or may be repealed at any Quarterly Communica-
tion or other General meeting) together with all such other Rules
Orders Regulations and Instructions as shall from time to time be
transmitted by Us. or . . . our Deputy. and by any of our
Successors Grand Masters or their Deputys for the time being.”

3. A yearly account of proceedings is to be sent.
4. A List of Lodges and Members to be sent.
5. Copies of Rules. Orders. and Regulations to be sent.

This is the basis of all Grand Lodge Warrants subsequently issued, and
became the pattern of most of the Provincial Warrants. After a while there
was a somewhat shortened form adopted, and it is of interest to notice how the
phrases in paragraph 2 just above are dealt with by the different Provincial
Grand Masters in issuing Warrants under their Authority. some. like Ratchdale.
recite them in foto, but the majority (having these instructions in their personal
Patent) do not appear to have thought it necessary to recite them again to their
Warranted Lodges, but omit those phrases while otherwise accurately following
the Grand Lodge model.

The characteristic quality of the Deputation. indicating a personal act by
someone deputed by the Grand Master, is one which leaves its impress on all
the later documents issued by the Moderns. In other. constitutions it is clearly
stated that the Warrants are issued by the authority of the Grand Lodge, or
the Grand Master is cited as deriving the authority and sanction for the issue
from the Grand Lodge: but it is very rare to find an issue of a Warrant by
the Moderns where any such recognition is made. The Grand Master or Acting
Grand Dlaster issues the Warrant through the channel of his Deputy and
Secretary. but of his own authority. and the Provincial Grand Master similarly



Ars Quatvor CORONATORUM,

e o o Y g A i

/?CJ\ ”@a'z’f o c, e tz[za/z /ma /a/z /o rwm/u :f/z/a Z&J
Lw( mq ﬂé-/owm.f m,/aq aénu/‘ f/{. (L/y ’af//;mﬁu /4f;::f/:/
) ) 14/1/1@ HZ/o a>uizl/(r{ »0217‘/
ONBESL are //cu/“éw/m
i ;/970’ e%u;/& J{)amwy Fo conierd ol
(22X

/ : g~ s mom(?ﬁrmrfzﬁmw‘:m
: “d Zt;z [;TU\ZDO(D:M M/L uu]fozm (_

4 M/% . F n'(ru teqed
(gg / fl-{'h/ujym;auuya i /H i ji

. uiww J‘}w fd méc/ IXTH ulau'\")a?qu Do 9»/“/ am‘ //m/ //3'5/ 0 nymtc)

//mz&z'é)w to ati s cuicry Tee (R wilied thirg Ldn‘us‘lnl‘é i /w/um;ﬂc Books o ~ém4f

/3.: %«zz oofucwc Jzu/m/’,{z wzu&’.( am)j/m/u /e suny fd J/a/t: Lﬂ&ﬂ/wng to frins {
n z
muf(‘u} 1o //zzm (‘a 049, 02 ‘C//onuw [/.;n/d‘ak“fwy au{m >€ iy gt (;’:D /e

gl fee z\‘:o?)?c; /ﬂjf/ @zwzlzf / ¢
) f/ . 1 £ - 1 i‘?e‘ 3:4914:) uz/‘/éoé»éa@(-\o
171’1.3 14/0&&1 @:Lc ;2 '\(‘[C!lﬁz};g
9 1@2&&{ a"_qquz_
}*_f’w /nwzd / .
f ; ' ,ujm/r 1“\?037 '
/i3 r? ( W"a’av

Deputation to Constitute Lodge at Bath. 1732,




ARs QUaTUOR CORONATORUM.

T

y the Right Wor{hlpful and Right Honourablc Lotd K1 NG s T ON, Grand Mafter
HERE AS Ouw uﬂy and W ll belov Brothe p
7 w dbeplen’d to Ere&a ofFree Mnfons in the

ve befought Us, that W, .
ftmxeﬁti f.\ and ot

may cobtribute ua the

£-all d\ Lodges of Free Mafons in the Kingdom of IR ELAND, the Right Ho-

/ ﬁ ?xox:rabl: the Lord Netterwil, .Deputy Grand Mafter, the Honourable William Pon-
/ ho th ! and Skifl

! well Bc:/ OffuCh i e by < thereio :?El Ing“llhe Prenuﬂ'cs and havi

fonby and Dillon Pollard Hmfon, Efquires, Grand Wardens.
more st an, thln the Prof ity md rrue Advamxem of 3 mﬁmﬂ
and Well- ovcd Bro( , the (ud M f(
: %ﬁ«, ‘? 6° e Abilities and nowledgc in
fonry,

nm{‘agéied Do, by thele PRESENT;Of Our crrram nowlcdge,

and meer Motlon, Nomipat Czc, Autgg C nut the

eyt > Iy Wardens of
a Lodge Free ceepted Mafobs, to be el by them and their Succeflors lawfully admitted in
the for ever,. AN D We do hereby Give gnd Grgnt unto the faid

and theuS ceeflors, full P ower ;;é ?]wful Authori fmm Time to Time o pmceed o Elc&mn of

new Maller and Wudens, and to make fuch Laws, Rules, and Orders, as they from Time to Time

fhall think Proper and Convenient for the well Bemg and Ordering of the fai Lodge; referving to

Our Selves and Our Succeffors, Grand Mafters snd Grand Wardens of TR E LA N D, the fole Right of ,

decidi \Dlﬁ"zrenc:s whnch fhall be brou tb Appeal before Us and Our SucLﬂBrs, Grand Ma-

fters or ? ofI ELAND. 1TNES S whereof, We have hereunto fet our Hand;s
of

and Seal Day of m the Year of our Lord God, 173;.

and in the Mafonry, 5731 g 4
Intratur per — —— — ﬁ j ’j&

Warrant for Irish Lodge. 1731.

| A - . ; - .

S - .

E ';:’,'/”’ \I}A'f{ . y __,»---'“ (I‘r" il "Id/f{/‘ N g .
Al elane e g
A Do, s Gw .‘fﬂ( / vbn (;” /mz,D GM." /;wff*» "“7 16w

| TO ALL VVHOM IT MAY CONCERN

)
v 8 3 w “ é R Corind /mip o the e lJn wnt beu— FRATER. V/r). ,Jm.é“fm Ted fn. e
»E‘ 3 ;\::.x.u\u |‘5\. ot Qun\hl:l\fu:a n }Anxp\‘ ‘(-a:m :@;mthﬁj{’( A ff‘/‘/ /y{/fnd W 'qj«"w,é,&“‘_’

L.,./ Tty huucowt? It o i iumstms e et mx ’,r’ Lber Yl
/ '/lv:/ Fruker o '4’;-;-) fm.ﬂ I/#‘o [97 995 w)avA’(A& é’. W i{uM
&/ I’{//M//Jﬂ/{ Y fuu\ ON‘“\"* L\myﬂuh hEA IS

cdiiten A oikn B iy 3-smit 1 aderi 5 )
w«.é "\ \\M('l IMWafor T4 e~ Wb gad

nsiv“ \'“\ed-\( Mf(nx\\“‘
VAP mf‘f K, yeropont %{f - en bl Tl Lo ag $esan eer by d Wrnkon a7 4 o

Al -;;...“; o

“, '@ﬂa PRy Arons or bl A Yok and e fnnd gnw e 6\:\\: lanq?q_ik§ b odmits
-.\‘n. wup madi ;\f{:;‘m.. ..\,..‘A\& o e ool g,.n.n( J.\m @n}om uF thhe. Q{m ;QQ J a ““";\huuli\)t\ﬂ\l}\ wld

h{gﬂ.&rm\w % orkh .....XV\S e <0 \uu\!e F thutionise > SMFM ot M n? \»bw-‘u*hrv) x»‘.mn . ’(Z‘(// MQ,W
Zé’ and ./,4. Ms‘x?ﬂpu C\(n‘lmlmaﬂ wopniale, Q(m\; and \'- B £ Ly 'm.‘ \w‘w‘-\ e we bo Tawe i v

¥ 5\"“ rmqb RK"“‘ T 1 g."}, %uﬁm vw Jifemanne nomants Q‘M and ?).,.ﬁ,t “uu. ,‘uqi.vn.x Geve . |
p}. & \,.‘,.\u\m“, 1o B¢ on .WS ,.30 n's \o‘.w e Sonhnunnu ng o —SGM: oo vl F
h“hg»‘e&uuw COthovn /?a&-,awﬁzd; »1 /émt../"/( ot 46 }

‘MI’MZA b 2 ne e mor Wooue- lmn \m!u - ".‘.n s and Qu\{eﬁ »C‘ Pr: d/~;' Lenden ﬂus*(‘«uhhkw ol
Nanmy Tn b Poou oo, Sad S iwkd wm‘»-h-\ Sty and Sne. Had e b P £ Moy oo thoufond Soven burdach
oo gu mﬁ - ‘ “

h : ::fﬁi%d/;?; B

Warrant of Lodge No. 83, Autients.

Warrant of Antients for Lodge at Sheffield. 1761,



Ars QuUaTUOR C(ORONATORUM,

i Aé*& “u t' Tand 5«‘1}_‘ ™ “mv‘e \-mm (hmuu‘ bo ‘mu‘:{ "
km vbnftv wud Sudt b l.u W n‘tﬁnu oA “ ‘wmgw/ St

:SW:M ey s R ﬁ"méﬂ\puﬂ- *m’ ‘m,%‘ w‘“-hm‘: e }mm kAt \wu a .
< Ceee sm* q‘:u 8§ Nuonal \nnten.' ol ““""-ﬂ" a(- “u ‘#mh‘v ‘.."“n“ ™ k!- ¢
Coven cy N t&‘“‘w‘l\lm wor dywrhes Vand ‘.\-3 Lobas whmul g‘u\u e ma\u € ;
1x ‘.‘* -v.\nn uve«.&nq 1 e Ay nm\ wud Sonsitwbli? ku‘k‘m u‘* \\\( |
-
¢ ?né - !‘o [™ \h dem “mtnum mei {m& Lxuvv moL \\N“‘ ‘“Lﬂ« 1’:
Ml TR S VRS T I ,! E =.vwf/pm“ tha” ‘wﬁ“ f
+ 1 P wh, € ‘m‘h m'* \‘nUnl ﬂuu Sunfass, whon. i‘n‘ wi be m‘l w(“!
Pderr2 oad ‘I‘»Lm\\- N and ‘..\3 e ncc’m*ﬂp-o“ w hhmamu; 37.~mv;tu‘( ¢ m{t . "
«‘nﬂ “ ﬂsm ~u\\.Jo‘-‘ S Ne, Ye «:“ ~y.1‘.c“u‘m\l\\c\-tun vy & \\\*\“J powt"
?&, mq-r‘a Sont. kg v" Y, . ym ‘.n o A /my A M—v‘ S 9 o
3ok
Y

CA SV

., u/ ui -/ 14; e }
Ay, Rk n/'( /ixw N { revm ot 'ﬁ’blﬁ//’/// o b0 gae foee Ar«ﬁﬁvm‘.
M v e der oy baed ‘.‘e S e\ e x.- mn\ Vo \ W Am\\\m vk,xmm..\&}
‘\w \\‘m\ Hune Pow ; ST A L e K

S SN, G

| ,~ %

//{tl%l foe b {m o 2/

Warrant of Antients for Lodge at Nottingham. 1757,

Gur. %/A/ //’f///,wf //uuf//m{ oj/:w?/ /
: P
/Aﬁ//f/,;%’?h // /A//// // /,//’ 7 / e Aot 5

‘ ,3' - «rg/,zl’lmmd 2o

{j/ ?” /7/ sud o /{////

!
i

Yetwrripied. . ,,,,,,/;y,,,-/,,;,, .

] n)&w z“ﬁ‘,f‘ ;,,,/_,,J &M”Wy on s Aight sty sl weibidin et sk e 15 (e fowiton
£ h,m-v Y 4 Imvl.M/-q/g v v (it bisd K, .v/‘v-a/ Fowdlis 1 et por bho ¢ ety / 44nfvf//~wi/h# PR ,:/knﬁ
" em ./.,/4,.. b shake < Mot gl :wm«uu wad' Z,m..,/‘ Ly s ocumicon s g i Scatid i M P ,.«.7 vk olhier Veto and’
Gowpr ampreso.seiiny Lo the tad i .../M,.az, Hbwr been m/,...m G hesisionded vy wthier mouna s grved s Audtens ke e’ cuad st . s K ok
7:4'«4 s Bt il some st « irmbrre o ,./f, b A ZE Povectiloe b o o sepatiely mste . Gt doid thaf fhog Ao bt s G op i wah
_/‘7‘ .«I.nn’m.v}, M- %/ Vndoes wmd- y mﬂ tvtrsennd 100 Bhs K0 ook’ of Geamirtihok v ctib] ek oty Bawr' rian of sy v 1y 1:/A/.(4 ]
: Ly Hmeekeety (’r.a-manu‘d‘ht/” P ,m.mu . » }bga&v P 4 .«9’.« i frclow hibers . 4,7 it ool tharulirin ,... e i adl pre
L T A% B W oy fhﬂ'»ln/? s ~ alM“‘( 70.7--« oo 4 ?m% jv o Cher St 35 1t Grwmid s Mol v Hhoar 'S, :2 /

oM QZ /A g ... Il [romisvimiritbiosss 1o be Rvild 'ma/

,ﬂi‘m A
farot Siem A{. oot a cumocmisntiy # ‘.//1,./ o Jpoosooti Wit ctmel et v »;» oy

E‘ - y >L../,,«m o of o S ,e,u, Grdod bloassly ond 10s yul proasy wind fo d oo rue .:74,.4,, %wr{

B e T M

, b oo civalin e /J. - yom A..x-/ st o emel Zrkine. Relld cnth o Sol Ko bers
- il T S A ik En 5 s el m... /mv.,  ovrmmont §f Yhe vams oK. ok Stonee il pu

Sl e v .z\'.mpa-/ Hat gy f S shtooss Kome ' maed fo 12 R /;; Hore /../ omelon s fronmds Pio. 44:.,.

Loty )" ‘./;)f*adﬁaﬂ vt funtl /iﬁ)’d’.«m P (l.m/, ind AN ,..-,/ p./omr -

<\ § 7' é q‘l 4 .
g L, R § i ‘/ﬁ/’fﬂ ,:/ /;n/ln gondor 1 ot Hoitsed j / ol o / ﬁz.war;/ dow* Gayof honst A ., A)y7

//u / /‘«///: ///,//?/‘J ( ’/// ///z///(/ !
@ - ’/,‘f/d,

EES - 5
m’“h‘; “’ “‘;: wi&gﬂd

S s by

Patent of Appointment of Charles Marsh as Provincial Grand Master. 1777,



#
#

g Wawonry thiv 28%

' ”’Z: Sran 7’1u{<rq¢’mrd3‘m%'at o the t‘;./: -Tm‘ctnh\'d(‘z“ncﬂ'% b reluarn
snmusailyfo Aim frud:auﬁ-r A‘/u;,-dawré.s/ian L ;:rmr‘y‘c?{uui@p'd it
eVerineiad Yrans Masler for Aie Woajerdicr Yerman Lominiens L .

g,

ARs (QQUATUOR CORONATORUM.

o C{Ivilzttz'/’¢tzii'_ G- ;

- . . , N . .. . ., .

Jo ull o 61‘(!3/ oir -l}u_;/z LV ership, u[_.‘7/ar.r/1i/nﬁ( dNoring Sretheen e Samer J}rz;‘ oo
Tarouis ¢ Cglﬂl(lﬂ'(zll trm:?ﬂ Taster of the ncient ot Henowraole docid, f;frre f ddeceprten
“Masong” fens) Greeting . o T ‘ ‘ ,

TR : . A . Do s . \
:7101011' 1/( that MWe of{/u ';i;'c-l( Trugd & Cou/a’?cu“ RepuSES in cur A gkt 7/:#&(:;;:«0 & Wetaioree Vircther iyt (!n,.'c-
thony Hinttber Marter of the Grarks nge Fres eriogut Hunerer o 820 hereoy Censiitute s Lossind him SRl sinale
Tlaster f the Clectorate of Hanererin thempire }":mg{y with {&u’ power st duthorify o made Tasens X ocusliiufe of mgpii,
tc-d?q‘r';u Ceeusion may lryuin S bl o & wxcouls wll X erery such other dole § Thingys wertubning botinc suil Wice wr wsunivhave
‘been Wought lo be'Cene X wrecuiée sther dRerincial Graics Wasters, Hle the ea Jobel (nthony Hinioer,. « laning wneeial Gire that
wdl % crery the W‘u&wﬁ\rry «Syerhe chall comalitute hare been reqularly mi'e Wassns ¢ thad they's 0 sbserre sersorm ¥ wien all ¥ vy
{ha Auies Oreers ¥ fions aontairnet in the S3ocxs of Condlitulions ("s’frc:ul Such as hare been or may be repeales uf uny Qoarlerty
Chmmunication orolkr General Mecking Yage ther with all anch other sAules O ros ehequlutions fJu{mdeudnll/:om feine balime S¢ drand,
mitled by ue or Thonuid Manninghevn M ours inuty oriy ant/ns/;urdﬁ:aq:ﬂé"n:u Mrfﬂr‘d?}mﬁ,ﬁra; time beings Al TE S
Azr:ly will & Reguire ou caraate olorincial Yrasne Jaste r(d»‘nu-fl‘ ﬁur duarterly Communscalions to behell yearly One ’Mrnf fobe unon or
s maier torthe Feart Say of huined okn the ﬁwﬂum«niﬂ:ﬂynzk & that ygupromate s thost € il othar Oecadions rhateser mairde fir dhe =
Henaur & Era "1‘2‘ 'afmlal.mry & tre d}cnc/:‘f e Grans! aridy A% bhat x,au vearly .mﬁ fo uormJuc.wﬁr/ Hruxs W/;m:w.m lonvunt
in T biding e ShacEdings nerein % ulse {m{- vout conalifute & wwhen owrire hels wilh w xEed af{/u Members there of ¥ Lonics Fouck

" Ruler Vers & legulalions as shall be mae firthe goot Yorernment of the same wilk whaterer cloe yeu shall’ oSy Virtice of theos prvinta i
' lhaf althe vame fime you remit iolhe Ureadurer of the dociely for de Lime kh; ol wdnson Three Pounles M':n ehoniLlings SReriing for exry Rt

qoudhllmuli/u&ﬁr(’u?/g cfllu Yl Qarity & dher ri) Urpascs. é)‘il'z_(x ut san‘ia}x asiler wur hans Cdeul of*

<y ‘.f Yioremper A ‘-F‘/"JJ" Aia f‘..)' Lo

h] IS P
Ny the Srans Tasters Commans

ﬂz..':..'”lu niin Y Auom L v‘l:l[ ’

E N ’ RPN Y ]Sré»-i\',uwuob&h&
< . ' oL Lok, ; ;26 auel e
m --Zlfll (. o | -Z’JnWLWuth&*',
v W T et Farion Mussis at Proviegiad
P Pl A Tenenbidd Dreinds PRurnrioncagl
in Thvilh - denis B st Lnakmn

Y 27/_1.mnmy/m
1 .

of J. A. Hinuber as Provincial Grand Master. 1

~1
[

R it JI KT IR 20 ED oy
s o M Depe o Ao e oo G
y S mﬁz'/f“/.,{.:.c PR
(fove qutiiconh Fe cetdnge of fiedodge
‘/ Ll 3w, Koll Buluia Ve fr e ntal
B #D af ajel en ce. 1), £
w;:;./;«; s leks af fie wald %ﬁm

v Ay v dl.l&/-ul e avafircuaid
I 4 }r:%:m maovnil Mo
2w . a1 8o A ytpesal (fas.
! by B Crgise e s Fl'e hew o, n-»,.u%.w
m,rl;- A bt fa 2 N Fiteeg £
LZ - VRN o :
PV L AL VTP TP SN TR T '_,vﬁv&!‘. .Ja.y,n/ﬂlblr/

R A Y T

[

RIS PP AT N

Y

Warvant, Lodge of Friendship. Norwich. 1757,
In handwriting of Manningham. D.G.J.



ARs (QUATUOR CORONATORUM,

“aegsiBey s Liwjeloeg puers) oy,

Fol PR R
g S A A
Y et ..Q.Wi&...:.ﬁm N
g Sty TA T o o
| gyt 7 v ¥, vs -y ey . 4
g [ v o e "
g o & S Y s o~ m s.:&«‘\..\w 3 a.ﬂv\ i
Y7 i i ey L STIHTT Loy g A WU W s gy ireng
} , | R . T ‘
i Y ey : . PR -
R il A I g At S | . gy v
v -] oy Y 7 syron 1 ekl .\(\y\s\%} &*énin} \..Q\. )
HEC I v (i wrsemgra sagp f ROaE

4 ‘s B, !}..@wuuwa.twﬂ«a:wﬁ - )
;Nt\\\.twu‘%o..»:\w\w&w 4 A :,\.\x.\% " uma” M

N

N - 3 : 4 .
! ' , B . - Mr...n\.. g A d o N
\ %2 : c ek DLy emrinay
.w , 2% rp i Ve con w5 o ,
e nt‘n...w\wwv.m. - o Q{M'\\av,...‘a o
Y : N N R s ST £ AP ¢/
sl weapragyy iyl AN it
sl A iy F g P S P GV S o VI 1
Ry “.\..UV.\ bt B e, TP b S e o R\\\%‘ 1
bocyoriy st eave = PV eogrec oy w.&.v‘\.r:'w\ :...&\.Rn\x‘m%‘\“ DY i PRt .
N :&..\n\m\?.imw 4 ; ’ o e 2
o ¢ . 5 N "
Z T S
28y § CC )

{ogrgn W ..\
B

a2y
~\ R

e mr N ey se v
y ch.o R ..#. n.\w\w\ \-w“&m:‘ e \, ; \x.
VL p gy b it H v leg,

s -

. \_,.4 -2 Vs\.”ft.\:i o : .t.(.\x .v\&.l\m ¥ w
oo sy ais g By WTT Mt o T s an 1
a4

)

AL 1 P

’ . Vi)
o ceop, | P
N e A : a.\.f\\,@m! 2y v J8S TP D 5 Y gy,
R A p comedie o wd f lpe ‘&

o BR OB w e T e B o

—- .



Ars Quatvor CORONATORUM

mAHMEwry Ow Right Worlbipful Wmaw ud Loving Brethren,

We, FrancmRavdonHunngs EARLof MOIRA, Barah Baron Rawdon, &c.4c.&c. ?
3 sgeting -@rany mm. T s o

wnder the Awtiority of His Royal Highness Gwimn umgms FREDERICK, ’
PRINCE OF WALES, &c. ¢ &c. GRAND MASTER, " ¢ * "V

Soccy o ITO 2% “Ma

et Rrmenmrct hovnity fBict rontt o' Srraoms . ..4.--«‘-1’
#atnsica M/,.......JL...Z.,.. 5 Hreowt «Sarsne
g Lomass %a/‘,..,....., RV P .....r.¢7 — LY 444(4/.’4{.,,.,
R Y. SR AR AR (1 7 Wifeteas 4udd som »wmg 2,9 60, Eaty et £
i s it L Sttt vnath s bwmmeiivig, TR gt Ve B, %zm. s Drcbue
R ekt o et o G “.7“-“594.&/ ﬂd‘rlw» t-../.—mm/.d Mﬁ//

s o i B i B b 01 0cb m.ad/. bl e .47
asrt s ses #o e

<& Fomatasbadotes

Shewms
ot sscanss honnd 13 260 uo

1\

%‘ e
Ou’ ﬁnow Vet

e 4...._.4’/&.4(-.

ma-. .Adv }&l e

,‘*7,,._ -4..7...«.-«..‘».,1“

P /4 g it

By
z”:-"

& Witmess )
. ¥ /ﬁ‘?’)/»X&G S p“ﬂ 3

e

Printed form of Warrant (Moderns), 1808,

& ﬁﬁ ‘3\(’.‘ ‘:‘"‘“ ‘ br. 74/ Imu’yh/ /ﬂvvf A/a/ l lﬂ'l\'/’ f]ﬁ//fﬁm //(‘
Kemu Aoward oty j 7.4«» r4f- %/7 /m.&aér Eéna n? 7

P e e ey e ; < .
* AEW-‘?WMWW e

/
I..« "“"““""“g""‘“g‘“?f P 4. WJ.M.«.//WA,

R4 4J.Mn/An S I 4 ﬁ-ﬁ»-‘- A-J‘-“obc

ot g

Ima.ea.‘-../.uu :... PE iaa buomne by for 7""*‘"
~,»~. M—J.«—--«MM %&u-/&ma Am. &.‘rb oo Bt ML’

gt st s - Sormncd
‘ J.M. Wosds fo ginms ‘..1,— vk
?ﬁo‘-../ &m;‘a
vacd -t oa-“o./ulf‘ A‘o

‘@ hindl? Ao Moy & A,Mudn. i 4 m“"(-/#:«u
flﬁ' &‘"M"i e wiral
twl“"bd ‘/n‘nf f-‘qig -
ks b bl onna iai Boad oW and w ...mc..b-- v Mt Moy Lo Mot s arsd bt ol
Codors somtniuid oo ,‘, ; Ao I"“‘M. M.-»A- And vom Ao ﬁt-u M&A-w..a Am%’u&*’n ‘."/f"‘" .ia
mrwnuﬂlwm/nﬁa.‘

Lol 5.,4 i’ o s Mondiw (dors seed el hiins 2 .J.n» b ,4' ;. PP
M“:”:m/lwaﬁnvﬂ. ﬁ-w/u"w ~‘al‘-«~4~/#ﬂ‘ % e b é"'
A T g gy s s .l.xm.up :
s wnd vim ko e .4.7

>
//4.,.'),,..~,..a,.~a.;: il mamu?-vz %.ﬁu:.‘ /-’-/.74&“7“«1 .
.

SRR P WP WECOR: X MWW"** "
¢80 9‘3}/ é}c’ /fm/ //z/./é’i‘./ Commard ..

-DGM,

%,m/.‘—a‘ &Luw‘
ﬂ‘."‘ﬂ-‘ﬂ w R o otd,

b’nwr{&uf...:

i

‘a,

Spoiled Warrant, Tyrian Lodge, Derby. 1785.



. . AN W) - ] ’ : N
. AN . .

{ R .
{ i L ; .
i

ey (,0 \daf lI“O \X‘i‘\) .wr //qzﬁ/ //am/;y/x}/ 4{.w/44//,,{ el -..&/'/’uly »‘u///wll N

‘(/Am‘{ [{du/f /('r /& (wm/y # /uﬂ..(
! : *,/A.?Z{Jyd/ ;é/g/(m/f ./Z/t@ E/'u/‘ /‘(('/( ‘_jm&‘; xy
) d/ ?}J’ﬁ?jc //M/m’ ../Zwém’mmw:aw w&aé/qum.mm rgitiat -

g * o 3
. ;; k //MWJJM"VW :%ﬂ - ﬁm

- . 2 N .
110\1 1 < 7{61:1 7%?},«: Fiiim /il et il Mﬁﬁqu%ﬂummw. K
F 2 Bictt wlhooscins’ PR RY 5N Y n 4 M«g Al
P

A : 2 ,w& P
e 1 by B e i ks.m. "

é:..u o /m..mmw,(m Awu;y!ié ¥ AV aqflM ’
~/a < ..fm?m. ke - Sypencd at MW :
RO ry P M’n /“. “'y'ﬂl‘m Y :
diutd i Sk .':z,., PR, .m et (S saltoi ,Mws.,l Lenny vviee Cbrhive. i3
wiend /1,..:\.:“» .///, wr m,{ 0 el o cwsacrttend cen M I |, /mu./\-iu—v Y
segtinie u/mm ware 1 Lot l447“'ls/<nﬂﬂ Lo Lake ./mmr(nm /lLl/ B TaaR A L
(ierar SR forim s o, all K18 k1@ eakecd comdAmsd wri IS vk PRy e S KNt e 40w
« ANE el for M, 600 10l of oot iR i ot PSR e £ oot oma At i W8 2 7w
£ e ./.-.-41 v d /,,: vt Saipen s e g B chies i eeviy Yo b wendt S i g n/.m«,&w\)'bu-m(pum’ o htent 374 g

¢ Huas

u‘.‘»funt‘ ‘Z;W
Rl o it ot o s e B

3 "%m s ssesche sty e
. W&Md,a-m., g

Mllfulﬂu.v,r s

emdited

PRGN i st bk o Mt ST vy Novimioniad Sesit o Ao e et s s Lo 157 P
' o .u..« Jrn—" A TS n;w o ek s, A e wd.ua«u(ln,«dmw PRRTT D mapwn/mwa Anpwdiias. Md S fdbt -y/m .
¢ Setrsmtlarsson f e ntpentnit : W/»m.ulé:ymmr l/.mj, Hrcocere o Roseiy onl add
S uyu.u ?w St Aot 3% L8 Wt 4wt Curee «.,.,../7' magy o ot et s unw-n/m rrdiive ./W.«&@wﬂu;&m ua. WM*' v it

é*xwu af&mtoonn.,

«

it M,.a-‘éu/ﬁs lwuwy/%m }714 i(ﬁnyg-'. ot - A.A J": ‘{) }/«’0
' rveno "'lmwmmw - g =

'@% o

Spoiled Warrant, Royal Clarence Lodge, Brighton. 1789.

SYY

‘WAYOLVNOUO0,) doaLval)



ARrs Quatuor CORONATORUM

- y P ./2.'///0//
oyt ivenis ,,w./ Pttt oy ﬁl“ i\ (t”\'}.’id\
¢ ' K3
g ...m-mnm m,,zb/ e aeriia
e ..;".(////(.4/ “ W hl\”; ’lh}l ‘u'\‘t'l’h N 'l X”S‘i' ¥

w?mm( Jw/ T it / Sritey 0 /r«/ (4 //»///.}r

;m, et ol m s 4,,/_“

///// i s Ceist” i /,//
//,/////// P ,,,»/,, R LR R

‘h...,‘ - 0, .,w/”/f Sausic s

l//r(//// w{ 2
\0\ N .Il( o ;. r.,,m}

2 el ///// ;4«/ ////,L// //,;
//////,q -

e ,a//,m,,m " R
III/A’A' ./4
4 /////n/}/// 2x

CFrientl rngh i
. S
7oyt i, A 1in CetFig rtoromr, s
e
v ,/..;m//r oS e et "/’,"”L p

P st
/5«4{‘/»} $ et .n/mr~:yrr - // r'r’

- 3 SR
Laow w/y, oA g

SR ek e Pl
- .

INGE)S TRV o oo 3\“‘.110"“
‘,,,,/.lf/u/ . //5////// ?un

/m

P «»a,-,,m.;,z/»; cictth ety
/in el /rmu

.{i,:fx,’ /-“ /!.n s .w, Ly ittt oo
,,, iriei i o /

Py SRt A
cberd” (w wsird, /rig‘ﬂ’l/&) i

S
v steriga ey
e g .,J»Jj.ww onssyr g,, ey Hnerpi it

R oween e it A W e G
wand i .m.«/q &'r i fn;(.‘m/,z :

lu'ni’np/l oot . gt
pregre Boiie b rmoed iy f’v oA g 2, owy, oy oy
X /{z/ s gaes W

o

),1/ ﬁyp DY TN ,.// /,;m /Q& s - r‘: /fa. e y,uw 4«5/& g
»@I/ﬂ *vz&'f & e ./ o .

ndr el

:‘/”A % //m/ R A

/M/ //?

-mw.)‘& gy 4 . A ot %
o iz ‘/////////// V¢ ,;u»( m,///;

st «/ /m/’. ar’/):'v.s P8 e

zM

Warrant, !Harmony Lodge, Bacup, 1792, with later decoration.



Provineial Warrants, b7

issues his Warrant by virtue of the authority he has been given by the Grand
Master. The Grand Lodge, or its officers, is rarely referred to in the preamble,
or recital of authority. in any Moderns Warrant.

It need scarcely be pointed out that after the Union this was changed.
The Moderns alone had adopted such a form of authority, to the Antients the
“ Lodge in ample form assembled '’ was always recited as the source of authority,
and though the Moderns might fairly argue that as the Grand Master was subject
to annual election by Grand Lodge. his authority was in effect similarly based.
the form of words used upon Warrants issued since the Union has always included
a recital of the fact that the Grand DNMaster is acting “‘ by the authority and
under the sanction of the United Grand Lodge of England. vested in us for that
purpose.”’

III.—PROVINCIAL WARRANTS IN GENERAL.

A large number of Provincial ‘‘ Constitutions '’ still exists, many a one
yet serving as the sole authority for the work of a Lodge, many preserved in
Masonic libraries or private Lodges. A summary of those about which informa-
tion could be obtained is given in Appendix I.: there are probably many others
which might be added to the list.

No record was at first kept in the Grand Lodge Registers of the details
of a Warrant issue. The register was of Lodges. and the numbering was of
Lodges.—the official lists and registers took cognizance of no more.

But in 1785 the Grand Secretary. William White, began to keep a
memorandum book of all such issues in the Provinces and continued it to the end
of the century. Of the previous period no systematic record is available. and it
has been necessary to get information in detail from existing Lodges which
derived from the Moderns and search Provineial and many private Lodge
Historles.

It should be noted that though the distinetion drawn here between a
Warrant. a Deputation. and a Dispensation is very real, these terms are them-
selves very loosely used in documents of the period. and that, particularly in the
recitals of past History usually given in Warrants of Confirmation, the use of
the term  Warrant "’ is no evidence that the document referred to was of the
character we now indicate by that term.

For instance. the Warrant of Confirmation issued to the TLodge of
Rectitude. Corsham. Wilts.. No. 335, which gave re-issue to the erased Warrant
of the Lodge established at the Maid's Head, Norwich. in 1724, says: " in the
year 1724 a Warrant of Constitution was granted in due form under the seal of
Masonry ”” and " We . . . have been pleased to assign the said Warrant of
Constitution to the said Brethren —a pious fiction !

This memorandum register of William White's is a small folio. without
foreword or title page.

Tt counsists of three fasciculi of six fcolscap sheets in each. i.e.. twelve
leaves; a former covering of all three fasciculi. made of thin cardboard having
been cut down close to the folding. and a coarse brown paper cover stitched
over it bearing the written description:—

““ Warrants of Constitution and
Patents of Prov. Grand Masters.””

The hook was made up at different periods. the watermark being slightly
different in each fasciculus, and that of the last bears date 1804.

The first entry has the date 29 Sep. 1784.

The earlier part of the first fasciculus gives interesting indications of its
original condition.

The first leaf is of a different colour and texture from the rest, the paper
is cleaner and more closely woven, and the watermark different: it was evidently
added at a later date to supply the place of some earlier leaves that had been
removed : its counterpart at the end of the fasciculus which should form the



58 Transactions of the Quatwor Coronati Lodge.

twelfth leaf has been cut down close to the fold, and the entries pass chrono-
logically to the first page of the second fasciculus, as is shown in the illustration
(Plate IX.).

This new first leaf was evidently intended to replace the next two leaves
of the original fasciculus which have been cut away close to the fold leaving the
tenth and eleventh leaves without any folded counterpart, and many of the entries
in what is now the third page (but was formerly the fifth) have been very
thoroughly erased and scribbled over. while a few indications of writing still
remain on the cut edges of the removed pages.

It would appear that this memorandum book was at first used for other
matters and that Bro. Secretary White decided to devote it entirely to a register
of Warrants and Patents only after he had had it for some time in use: then
after this had become its established use he removed the two first leaves. and
substituted this new one, with extracts from the discarded portion freshly written
up.

And it is noticeable that he left the upper half of the first page blank. as
though intending to inscribe a title or description of the book there.

The spacing or compartments of this first leaf resemble more the latter
than the earlier pages of the original book.

The entries were at first made with irregular spacing in two columns down
the right and left sides of the pages: by August. 1789, the page is ruled into
eight equal compartments. and at the other side of the same leaf (after entry
of No. 550 Independent Lodge, Congleton. Cheshire. 22 Oct. 1789. at the bottom
of that page) the ruling into six compartments is adopted, and maintained to the
end: though occasionally (particularly for foreign Lodges) four or five entries were
made in one compartment.

The first entry on the first page of the first fasciculus is ** Warrant of
Confirmation for Lodge at Trichinopoly. granted to Terecnce Gahagan Esq.. Capt.
Wmn Leyburn & Capt. Robt. Testt. dated 29 Sep. 1784."

The last entry on the last page of the first fasciculus is of Lodge 588
“Lodge of S'. George at a Private Room. North Shields Northumberiand,
7 April 1792, —and has the note ~* The last of the old numbers.”

The second fasciculus of six sheets is complete and dates from 2 May 1792,
when the Patent of the Rev. Wm. Peters is entered. to 20 Jan. 1802. when the
entry is ¢ Warrant of Confirmation for the Royal York Lodge formerly 546 now
455 granted to Philip Sheppard Isq. and others to hold the said Lodge at the
Salutation Inn Minchin Hampton, Gloucestershive.”

The third fasciculus, complete of six sheets. dates from 11 May 1803 with
entry of appointment of George Harvey Exq. to be Prov. G.M. for Hertfordshire.
to the ently at the end of the seventh page citing the appointment on 13 May
1812 of * William Williams of Bridehead in the Co. of Dorset Esq. to be
Prov. Grand Master for Dorsetshire.”” the remaining pages having been ruled
into compartments, but no entries made.

The entries rvespecting Lodges usually give certain particulars of the
constitution of a Lodge, its serial number. date of constitution. place of meeting.
often names of Officers and Petitioners, and usually a statement whether the
Constitution was by a Provincial Grand DMaster.

Occasionally, (e.y.. respecting Cheshire Lodges) T have found that no such
Provincial attribution has been made when, in fact. the Warrant was a Provincial
issue: but in general the information (checked by actual issnes still existing) is
quite accurate, and may be taken as authoritative respecting those issues that
have been lost.

And the expression ‘‘ Constituted by’ used in this register may also be
taken as indicating that the constituting document—\\'alrant Deputation. or
Dispensation—was issned by the Provincial Grand Master.

Other compartments on the page are allotted to the mnotice of issue of a
Patent or Deputation appointing a Provincial Grand Master in its due sequence
of date and often giving full and interesting particulars respecting him.
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How important had this plan of issuing the ** Conmstitution * through the
P.G. ). become during the last decades of the century will be realized by a glance
at Appendix 1I., and from it the following figures can be tabulated:—

Moderns New Lodges Constituted (excluding Foreign)—

Total. Provincial Warrants. Percentage.
g

1780 to 1800 192 135 70 %
1790 to 1800 93 77 83 %

The necessity for the Provincial organisation. once it was established, being
1oyally supported by the local Lodges and brethren on the one hand and the
Grand Lodge on the other is a frequent topic of correspondence. and as time
went on many broke through the discipline on account of local feeling: on this
matter of Warranting New Lodges, and also the issuing of certificates to brethren
by the Lodges, there are frequent allusions in contemporary letters.

For instance, on Aug. 6. 1773, Francis Clayton. W.AM. of 171, writes to
the Grand Secretary from Chester and complains that the practice of granting
travelling certificates to MMasons, other than locally ‘* gives a large scope for a
member to behave ill, and makes him careless whether he gets a certificate or no,
from they Body he belongs to, when for the triffling sum of five shillings he can
get a certificate from the Grand.”

And Bro. Allison, Prov. G.Sec. of Cornwall, writes to the G.Sec. from
Falmouth on March 11, 1792: ' Unless the Transactions of the Lodges under
his Law pass through his Hands in order to be laid before the Grand Lodge the
Provincial’s Authority is merely nominal and of no manner of utility.”

But the interest taken in their provinces varied much as between the
different Provincial Grand Masters. and while some kept a very tight hold, and
had a kindly interest, others did but little active work, and then matters either
passed into the hands of an active Deputy or Secretary, or were dealt with directly
by Grand Lodge.

The Petition.—As when seeking a Constitution from Grand Lodge, so
brethren wishing to form a new Lodge in a Province were requested to present
a Petition in due form, setting out the reasons for their request and quoting the
approval and support of local Lodges and brethren where this was obtainable.

One of the most interesting of these Petitions is that of the Brethren who
wished to form a Lodge in Leeds in 1760. It is not. however, addressed to the
Provincial Authorities,—but

“To the Right Worshipful Worshipful Grand Master, Grand Wardens
and all our Brethren Members of the Grand Lodge Held at the Devil’s
Tavern. Temple Bar, London.

Right Worshipful Brethren

We the Underwritten and your faithful Brethren residing in the
Town of Leeds in the County of York, being more than a
Competent Number to form a Lodge and make it

perfect (amongst which there are some invested

with Degree, to which we think you are not \‘\\"’//
stlangels) have assembled ourselves in this above

Said Town of Leeds at Mr. John Thompson at

the *“Talbot’ to work in good Harmony and / \\\
according to the Rules and Statutes of our Royal /// \\\\

Art.  And being desirous to Continue our work

in the like good order and Harmony. and to be admitted into the
Number of those you have already been pleased to Constitute. We
beg you'll be pleased to deliver us Such Rules and Constitutions as
you have done to many others here-to-fore, that we may be united and
known to the whole Fraternity wheresoever dispersed over the face of
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the Earth, not only for our own satisfaction, but also for the better
Constituting to the improvement and good order of our Royal Art.

Our Brother the bearer of these will satisfy the Expenses required
for the said Constitution: In the interim we beg leave to assure you
that we shall always be ready to acknowledge the

said favour by our Quarterly relief for the Toor \\\\ 1y

and Pennyless Brethren as far as it shall lye in s /\\,

our Power, Granting you 3 times 3 and

Cherished and known to the Enlightened mortals %1\\

only. We remain sincerely your true and faithful

Brethren.
Samuel Davenport Jon. Priestly
Jos. Fountain Horatio Cataneo
John Barron Jam®. Horrocks
John Bedford Jun'. Tho*. Woodcock
H. Ibbetson  Master. Lewis Bastide.

Geo. Lawman.”’

Though there is often a mnaive individuality in the petitions, there soon
came to be a common form, and, though the example is late in date, the
following communication from the Provincial Grand Treasurer at York to Bro.
G. Newbold. Secretary of the Britannia Lodge (evidently in response to a request
for information as to procedure in forming a new Lodge), gives the matter
explicitly.

In a covering letter dated ** Friday evening ' but evidently written at the
end of December, 1797, he says:—

““ Above you receive a form of the usual Petition which you will follow
and get signed, and on return will forward you a Dispensation for
holding a Lodge till we can settle about the Constitution.’’

The ¢ above form '’ reads:—

““To the Right Worshipful Richard Slater Milnes Esquire, M.P.
Provincial Grand Master for the County of York, and té the Worship-
ful William Spencer M.D. Past Deputy Provincial Grand DMaster.

The humble Petition of [seven brethren, insert their names] respectively
Master Masons.

Sheweth

That your Petitioners are regular Masons and are at present, or have
been Members of regular Lodges. That having the Prosperity of the
Fraternity at Heart they are willing to exert their best endeavours to
promote and diffuse the genuine principals of Masonry. That for the
convenience of their respective Dwellings and other good reasons they
have agreed to form a New Lodge to be named [here insert the name
of the Lodge] and have nominated and do recommend A. B. to be
the first Master, C. D. to be the first Senior Warden, and E. F. to
be the first Junior Warden.

That in consequence of this resolution they pray for a Warrant of
Constitution to empower them to assemble as a regular Lodge on the
[here insert the day or days of the month] at the [Sign of the Plow
or any other place to be fixed upon] in Whitby in the County of
York then and there to discharge the Duties of Masonry in a regular
and Constitutional manner according to the Original forms of the
Order and the Laws of Grand Lodge.

That the prayer of your Petitioners being granted they promise strict
conformity to all regular Edicts and Commands of the Grand Master
and to all the Constitutional Laws of the Grand and Provincial
Lodges.

The Petitioners sign their names.
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The Dispeusation.—It was to an increasing extent the custom during this
period for a Provincial Grand Master—or for the Grand Secretary of G.L.—to
grant a ° dispensation >’ under which the Lodge could begin its meetings. and
even initiate. pass. and raise new members, before the '~ Constitution ”’ was duly
completea and delivered, and sometimes a limit of time was stated for the
authority to extend,—usually four to six weeks.—but towards the last decade
of the century the tendency was for the period to be greatly extended. and
indeed it will be seen that in Yorkshire this, at one time somewhat informal
document—often issued by the D.P.G.M.—became expanded into an elaborately
engrossed and embellished imitation of a Warrant, which, giving no limit of time,
has continued to be the recognised Authority until this day, although no
Warrant has been issued to confirm it.

Indeed, it would appear that at that later date, if the Grand Lodge had
received their fees, no enquiry was made as to the terms or the regularity of the
document issued.

In the case of the short time interim Dispensations it was customary to
date back the Warrant when it was subsequently completed. to the date of the
first authority to meet. and we have many allusions to this in the contemporary
correspondence.

For instance:—

“* Hampton Court Palace,
Mar. 30, 1787.
Dear Sir
I have this morning receiv’'d a letter from Braintree in Essex,
requesting me to grant a Warrant of Constitution to confirm the
Dispensation which I gave them to hold a Lodge at a Private Room
in that town,—dated Nov. 3, 1786 of which I inform’'d you and
receiv’d for answer that the number would be 491.—I must now desire
you will do me the favour to get the Warrant made out with the
above date, for the Lodge of Goodwill, to be held at a Private Room,
Braintree in Essex—Bro. William Low, Master, Bro. Richard Bigs
Sen'. Warden, & Bro. Tho'. Osborne Jun’. Warden,—If it can bhe
engrossed by Weédnesday I can sign and send it the mnext day to
Colchester for my Deputy and Secretary to witness it.
Your faithful & zealous Bro.
Tho®. Dunckerley.”

Similarly : —

““ Whitchurch, Salop.
1 July, 1788.
the intended Master with two of the officers of the New
Lodge to be formed waited on me, and I have granted him a
Dispensation to act &c. till their Warrant of Constitution is made out,
which that you may be enabled to do. I transmit you the following

particulars about it—
Charles Shirreff.”’

A good example of the terms of an interim Dispensation is preserved by
the Worcester Lodge No. 280.
It is issued by the Grand Secretary, not the Provincial Authorities: —

““No. 573
To Brothers D. B. Curwen, Thomas Smith, Jos. Dillon, Richard Hill,
Moses Leviston, John Barnsley, Edward Connop and John Whitaker,
residing in or near the City of Worcester.

Brethren,

You are hereby authorised to assemble as a regular Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons at the Rein Deer Inn in the City of
Worcester, aforesaid, under the Title or Denomination of The
‘Worcester Lodge, and to make, pass and raise Masons as occasions
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shall require, and to do every other act as a regular Lodge of
Freemasons until a Warrant of Constitution shall be made out.
By the Deputy Grand Master’s Command
W=, White  G.S.

Freemasons’ Hall. 2", Oct. 1790."

The Lodge was not “ Constituted '’ until the following May, but the Warrant
bears date 9 Oct. 1790.

An example of a Provincial issue of such Dispensation is that of the Lodge
of Loyalty, Mottram in Longdendale, now No. 320. It is wrongly cited in
Armstrong’s ** History of Freemasonry in Cheshire.”” p. 61. as being the only
authority this Lodge possessed for the first hundred years of its existence.

As a matter of fact, a Warrant—unusual in form—was issued by the
Provincial Grand Master. dated 10 Oct. 1799, of which fuller particulars are
given later under Cheshire.

“ Dispensation Granted to DMessrs. Thomas Cordwell Thomas
Rhodes and Edward Moss. :
Whereas you have lately presented a Petition to the Right Worshipful
and Honourable Sir Robert Salusbury Cotton. Bart. Provincial Grand
Master of the Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Accepted
Masons, within the County Palatine of Chester. and City and County
of Chester, requesting the favour of being Constituted into a Regular
Lodge. which he has consented unto, and as the same cannot be
immediately performed have requested me to grant you a Dispensation
for the holding of a regular Lodge until the same can take place.
Therefore (out of the Great Trust & Confidence reposed in you)
as well as Iin compliance with your request as by the consent and
approbation of the said Provincial Grand Master, I do (as his Deputy)
hereby grant you this Dispensation authorising you to hold regular
Lodges and make and raise Masons at the House of the Sign of the
Robin Hood and Little John, at Mottram in Longdendale. on some
one day in every month (which you may fix upon) from the date
hereof until such time as your Constitution shall be granted. or this
authority recalled. you taking special care to obey and observe all
Laws. Orders, Rules, & Regulations of the Grand Lodge of England,
and behaving in all respects as becomes true and faithful Brethren.
In testimony whereof T have subseribed my Name and caused
the Provincial seal to be affixed hereto, this twenty second day of
September in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and
ninety eight. AL 5798,
Charles Hamilton D.P.G.M.
Signed in the presence of

Henry Bowers. P.G.Sec.”

All the Warrants issued by the Moderns were engrossed on vellum. or very
rarely on stout paper, and although the engraver’s art was so common at that
time, and reproduction of documents from engraved plates was comparatively
so inexpensive and largely resorted to for other documents—e.y., Certificates and
Summonses,—there are no Warrants for which such a plate was used.

The earliest issue by the Moderns, I have seen, that was not wholly
engrossed by hand is a Warrant of Confirmation issued to St. James Lodge,
Montago Bay. Jamaica. on 23 Nov. 1808,

It is on paper. issued by the Earl of Moira, and signed by Peter Parker
D.G.M. and Wm. White G.S. and is preserved in Grand Lodge.

In this document the heading and preamble are Printed from type. as also
are the final words ‘* Given at London &c.”” with blanks left for names and dates.

Since the Union, Warrants have all again been entirely engrossed. so that
this form of Moderns Warrant with the printed Preamble and final phrase can
only have been issued for five or six years: all have the recital of the assignation
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of some previously issued Warrant. and all were issued by Grand Lodge for
Provincial or Foreign Lodges. as no new Lodges were. formed in London during
that time,

On page 129 of his Handy hook to the Lists of Lodges Lane gives a list
of twenty-two Lodges thus newly-formed between the years 1809 and 1812 to
which a new number was given: of these eleven are still working: these may have
such Warrants,—there can be very few others in England. '

Two excellent examples of these partly printed Warrants are preserved
in the G.L. Library: that of the Lodge of Union. Portsea. dated 8 Mar. 1810,
the Lodge having been erased in 1836, and of the Union York Lodge formed in
the 2nd Regt. of West York Militia. dated 1 May 1811, with erasure in 1829.

Some indications of the methods employed in producing the engrossed
Warrants are afforded by examination of certain spoiled and unissued Warrants
which have been preserved in the G.L. Library. ‘

There is one which was being completed for the Tyrian Lodge. Derby. and
dated 1 Mar. 1785, but was spoiled in engrossing.

It will be seen that the Title letters of officials are engrossed at their place
of signature: A.G.M. at the top left; D.G.M. bottom right, and G.8. with the
word Witness at bottom left. but no autographs affixed.

Similarly, for the Royal Clarence. Brighton. 8 Aug. 1789, there is an
unissued Provincial Warrant which has been spoiled by the Provincial Grand
Master Samuel Hulse putting his name in the wrong place,—i.e., in the place
allotted to the '* Witness”’ and in front of the initials P.G.S. In this Warrant
will be noticed the blank space left for the name of the D.P.G.M. and the fact
that the number 543 is already engrossed.

As will be seen when considering the Provinces in detail there is great
variety in the character of the documents issued by the different Provincial Grand
Masters—some of the latter closely followed the Grand Lodge model, and (like
Dunckerley) issued this form uniformly throughout their jurisdictions, others
adopted at one time the Warrant, and at another the Deputation form (as in
Norfolk), others adopted forms of their own (as Allen of Lamncashire, Bell of
Cornwall. and Cotton of Cheshire) while in Yorkshire is shown the extraordinary
development of the Dispensation form. and many other indications of local history
and influences

The Warrant was engrossed sometimes in London. and sometimes at the
Iocal centre, and there are usually quite definite characteristics in either case.

Dunckerley, for instance, had all his documents engrossed in London. and
blanks were left for sundry details and signatures to be filled in the body of the
document as well as for the autographs of himself. his deputy and his witnesses.
When i:sued at a local centre the engrossing was frequently done by the P.G.S.
himself, but it does not follow that because the statement, *“ Given at Salishury.”
ot * Norwich,”” or ** Manchester ' is made that the engrossing was actually done
there—such was often written in London.

The usual procedure with reference to the charges for new ‘* Constitutions ~’
is laid down very definitely in a letter written by Jas. Heseltine, G.Sec: to
Charles Townsend, P.G.S. Chester, dated ‘* Doctors ' Commons 16 Nov. 1769:—

““8ir and Bro.

As to the demand for the Constitution it has been usual for
some years and became a Law of the G.L. from 28 Oct. 1768, ‘that
every Lodge Constituted shall pay one Guinea for being registered and
half a guinea for drawing the Constitution on parchment,” which with
two guineas always paid for the Fund of Charity makes the sum of
3% guineas.  If, therefore. a Lodge he Constituted within any
particular Province the Provl. G. Sec. is allowed the half guinea for
ingrossing the Warrant and the other 3 guineas are remitted for the
Charity and Registering.””’
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The sallocation of the money does not always rseem to have been clearly
understood as the following letter from Durham shows—(the letter also indicating
that even at that date there were Lodges. with a previous independent existence,
now applying for enrolment and recognition rather than a foundation):—

** Nov. 14 1769. Stockton,
Dear Sir,

Your obliging letter acquainting me with your kindly having
represented us at the Grand Lodge I laid before my Brethren. the
last Lodge night who truly sensible of the Favour you had done them
desired me to make their Thanks to you, and if not too great a Trouble
wou’d think themselves obliged in your representing them at all Times
when they have business to transact at the Grand. The Two Guineas
for Copying our Constitution on parchment. we think exceedingly high.
as 'tis no more than renewing our Right. and why as much should
be paid for the Hands of the Grand Officers we cannot apprehend.
however should they insist on that sum, I am order’d to request the
Favour of your getting it done with all convenient dispatch. & to
desire your making the best terms you can with the Secretary.

I am D' Sir, Your much. oblig’ci
Jos. Burden.
Direct for Tho®. Rudd at Hayes Wharf.”

From Norfolk at about the same period similar enquiries were made. and
the following correspondence is preserved in Grand Lodge:—

1%

The

Mr. Heseltine.
Sir and Bro. .

I find since my return Bro. Worth of Diss has been w® y*.
The Brethren there have now given up the expectation of setling under
the old Becles Constitution, & at their order I have now drawn up a
New Constitution for them under the direction of our P.G.J. but
must beg of you, Sir, to send me a seal from under the Grand Stamp
to affix to the vellum w% some small ribband or silk Ferret such as
you use on like occasions, as I have never yet been able to prevail
with the Brethren to provide me with a broad seal of Masounry.

Please also let me know what money I am to send y* up on
account of the Constitution as I find the Brethren at Diss expects it
to be less than what I noted w" w*™ you, and also say w® is the charge
of the seal & materials to do it on w* all w shall be duly transmitted
to you.

You'll send this small parcel by Nasmith’s Coach directed to me
Schoolmaster in St Clements.

T am. Dear Sir & Bro.
Yr true & faithful Bro.
Thomas Davey.
Norwich July 8. 1770.”

reply of the G.S. copied in the Letter book in G.L. shows that a seal

was sent to attach to the vellum ° though it is the first application of the kind
T have yet had.”

£3.

3s. was charged for constituting and enrolling the Lodge and Bro.

Davey was directed that half a guinea was the charge for writing it and for the

materials.
The

document is in possession of the Provincial Grand Lodge at Norwich

with its original seal and ribband, and beneath it is written a certificate that the
Lodge had been constituted and the first Master appointed.

It is unusual to find the seal of a JModerns Lodge attached in this way to a
ribband, though common with the Antients. The document was locally written,
probably by Thomas Davey himself.
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From Worcestershire too. there is an interesting letter preserved in the
G.L. Library, which shows the anxiety of Brethren as to the expenses they would
have to face in founding a Lodge and applying for a Warrant. .

Letter from John Brown, Evesham. dated 11 Dec. 1771 to Mr. Heseltine,
Doctors Commons, London (Post Paid):—

“ You will no doubt be rather surpriz’d at your reception of a letter from
one not Personally known but hope ye subject will in some measure
attone for ye freedom taken. The purport of which is we find you
are at present G.S. of ye G.L. of England under ye Modern Constitu-
tion and as we have in this Town about 5 Jasons. all of which have
been rais’d to ye Degree of M. M., cne or two of which are P.M. &
R.A. we have lately had a meeting to Consult about Holding a Lodge
in this Town (as we are all well wishers of ye Craft) but as we are
so few in No. are fearfull of Expenses of a Warrant with ye Furniture
of ye Lodge will he to high for our Number.—We should therefore
take it as a particular favour if you would be so kind as to inform us,
what ye Expense of a Warrant from ye G.L. will be & whether (as
we have no Lodge near us) our P.M. cannot legally Instal a JMaster
in ye Chair. & whether our giving a Particular Ac'. of what Lodge he
was M. of & when ye other B'. were legally made & rais’d will be
sufficient to Procure ye Warrant, or what Proof and recommendation
will be required for that purpose.

I am with great respect in ye Name of All B*.
John Brown.
S'. your most obed’. Hble Sert. and B

Evesham, Worcestershire
11 Decem®. 1771.”

The Minutes of Grand Lodge of Oct. 28 1768 to which the Grand Secretary
referred in his letter to Bro. Chas. Townsend of Chester relate the occasion of
founding the fund for the building of the new Hall.—a step which was to have
very far-reaching consequences upon the fortunes of the Moderns. This matter of
charges for Patents and Constitutions is there so clearly detailed that it will be
well to quote that part of the proceedings—as related in the 1784 B. of C.:—

“ Grand Lodge, at the Crown & Anchor tavern, in the Strand.
Friday. Oct. 28. 1768. Present, the Hon. Charles Dillon. as grand
Master: Richard Holt, Esq. as deputy grand Master: Henry Jaffray
Esq. as senior grand Warden: John Friday. master of the stewards’
lodge as junior grand warden: Rowland Berkeley, Esq. grand
treasurer: Thomas French. grand secretary: Thomas Dyne. grand
sword bearer: the master. wardens, and assistants of the stewards’
lodge, with the master & wardens of seventy nine regular lodges.
The deputy grand master informed the grand lodge. that the
grand master had been pleased to appoint Brother Thomas French
grand Secretary, in the room of Brother Samuel Spencer decea:ed.
The grand master in the chair then informed the brethren, that
at a Committee of charity held at the Horn Tavern. Fleet Street. on
the 21 inst.. he had precented a plan for raising a fund to build a
hall, and purchase jewels, furniture &c. for the grand Lodge,
independent of the general fund of charity: that he apprehended the
accomplishment of such a design would give a sanction to our
assemblies: that the plan had been carefully perused by the brethren
present at the Committee: and several amendments having been made
thereto. they were referred to this grand lodge for confirmation.
The several heads of this plan being proposed to the brethren.
they resolved, that the said resolutions do meet with the approbation
of this grand lodge: and that they be strictly enforced by all regular
lodges and masons under the Constitution of England, under the title
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of ‘ Regulations for raising a fund to build a hall. and purchaze jewels,
furniture &c. for the grand lodge, independent of the general fund of
charity ’; that they be forthwith printed and transmitted to a1l the
lodges on record: that the above regulations do commence on the
29% October, and that all the money collected in consequence of the
above regulations. be paid to the grand Secretary on or before each
Grand Lodge.”

The first five of these regulations, as appearing in the Minutes of Grand
Lodge are as follows:—

““ Resolved
1. That Every Grand Officer shall contribute annually in proportion
to the dignity of his Office not less than the following sums:
£.
Grand Master 20
Deputy Grand Master
Senior Grand Warden
Junior Grand Warden
Grand Treasurer
Grand Secretary
Grand Sword Bearer
2. That every Provincial Grand DMaster shall pay Omne guinea for
registering his name and half a Guinea for drawing out his
Deputation on Parchment,
3. That every Provincial Grand Master who chuses to have his Patent
curiously drawn with the usual Embellishments on Vellum shall
pay Five Guineas. .

4, That every Lodge constituted shall pay one Guinea for being
registered. and half a guinea for drawing their Constitution on
Parchment.

That every Lodge which chuses to have their Constitution drawn
with the usual Embellishments on Vellum shall pay Five Guineas.”

— 0 W b W Ot
W W WO ®
ODODOODO Do

(3}

In transcribing these regulations in the 1784 Book of Constitutions (p. 386) an
asterisk is put at Article II. with the footnote:—

“The fees for deputations, constitutions. and dispensations. are
perquisites of the Grand Secretary, till a Salary is annexed to the
office.”’

The late Samuel Spencer, whoze death and successor are announced at that
same G.L. Meeting, had been appointed and re-appointed annually as Grand
Secretary from the year 1757; and an inspection of the Grand Lodge Minutes
for this period shows a remarkable change in the style of their writing. A certain
Bro. Michael Devon was from about 1758 employed as assistant or deputy in the
Grand Secretary’s office, and was evidently entrusted with this duty; from a
general neatness and formality in handwriting he advanced to a simple rubrication
of the page. and then to more and more elaborate embellishment and fantastic
penmanship introducing coloured drawings of Masonic emblems at successive stages
in the development of his decorative style,

It was to this Michael Devon that the work was entrusted of satisfying
those who were prepared to pay Five Guineas for having their Constitution
““drawn with the usual Embellishments on Vellum.”' That this tariff had been
in operation some years previously to the Hall Fund regulations is shown by the
Warrants of the Lodge which met at the Three Kings. Deal.—issued in 1762.—
and the Lodge at the Union Punch Bowl, Bristol. 1766. of which reproductions
are here given, and his work for the old Lodge at the Bull's Head, Halifax (whose
1738 Deputation was re-issued by Samuel Spencer) will be seen to have a far-
reaching influence on the character of Yorkshire Warrants. How many Lodges,
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in London and elsewhere. possess these interesting illuminated documents, T can-
not say: nor. when his work ceased about 1770. does it appear that others took
it up: and. so far as I have found, the elaborately embellished and decorated
Warrant afterwards became a local preduct.

A petition to Grand Lodge written by Devon in this same highly-decorated
style is preserved in the G.L. Library.

The illustration given of a page of the Grand Lodge llinute Book forms
an interesting comparisou with the embellishments on the Bristol Warrant of
1766 and the re-issued Deputation of 61 Halifax.

Of a later date the following letters from York are so informing on this
subject that they are worth quoting at length.

It should be noted that the writer, Christopher Wilson. was initiated in
the Apollo Lodge on Mar. 3. 1783. and became Secretary of the Lodge on Sep. 19
of that same year. and that as the Apollo was practically the Provincial Grand
Lodge he was also the Proviucial Grand Secretary. The management of the
Province had for some time been in the hands of Richard Garland. the Deputy
P.G.M.;: and though, as we see from Wilson’s own letter. he had himself
engrossed two Warrants, when the time came for the affairs of the Province to be
put in order, he found he had much to learn. Ile is described as a ** Writing
Master ' and the many documents written by him are beautiful examples of
engrossing : —

“York. 29 Sep. 1788.
Dear Sir, .

In your former letter you mention’d the Fees of Constitution
being 2 guineas to each Fund and 1 guinea for registering and half a
guinea for Writing the Warrant.—which last mentioned sum I don’t
properly understand what you mean—whether it be allow’d for writing
the Warrant or dispensation for opening a Lodge before the Constitu-
tion be executed, or it is for writing the Coustitution itself.

If it is for the latter shall request the favour of you to get the
three now wanted exeeuted in London as we can’t get ’em done on
any such Terms in the Country.

The rest of the Business is attended with a great deal of Trouble
which I do of my own free will and accord and with a desire as far as
in my power to promote the Interest of the Society. But if T am to
be paid for what I do. should then expect to have something nearly
adequate to the work.

If you will therefore be so obliging as to let me know what
you usually pay for writing Constitutions elegantly upon Vellum with
embellishments, can then be better able to judge upon the matter.
Was it upon any other occasion but Masonry should certainly decline
the job-—as my time is very much engag'd other ways. and the
application which I should wish to bestow upon ‘em is rather
prejudicial to my health.—at least I thought so in those I have done.

Request the favour of your answer by return of Brother
Houseman & believe me to remain

D". Sir, Your most obliged & affectionate Brother
Chris. Wilson P.G.8.”

The letter was addressed * W™, White Esq. G.S. Sion Garden, London,”’ and
is endorsed ‘* Ans®. 28 Oct.”” though no copy of reply is to be found in the G.L.
letter book.
A further letter reads:—
“York 16 Nov. 1788.
Dr. Sir
The enclos’d Bill value 5 guineas I this morning receiv’d from
the Globe Lodge. Scarboro’ being the fees for Constitution which you'll
please to account for at the approaching Communication,
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Am much oblig.’d to you for your favor of the 28" ult.—which
came duly to hand—and was glad to find you had receiv'd both the
remittances safe. .o

Am much oblig'd to you for your offer to get the Constitution
wrote, but as the manner you speak of being done plain upon parch-
ment w? not be satisfactory and they are agreeable to allow a
reasonable consideration for having ’em neatly executed, think I must
undertake to do em.

What I have to request of you therefore relative to the Seals
is. that you would send me a few of the Wafer Seals of the Gr’.
Lodge such as you put to patents, constitutions &c. ready took off—
as they are usually put to the P'. G4, Master’s Signature in Counstitu-
tions.

Hope I shall hear from you as soon as conv®. after the 26 inst.,
and am, with fraternal regard

Dr. Sir .
Your much oblig’d servt. & Br.
Chris. Wilson. P.G.S.
To W=, White Esq. G.8.”

At the Hercules. Great Queen St., Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London,
endorsed ‘° Ans®. 20 Deec.”’

It will have been recognised that by this time the cost of the Constitution
had been increased from three to five guineas apart from the cost of engrossing.
As will presently appear, there was a tradition of decorated and embellished
Warrants in Yorkshire which were evidently much preferred to the plain G.L.
issue: others had different taste: see. for example, the following letter from
Dunckerley to the G. Sec.:—
‘“ Hampton Court Palace,
Feb. 1. 1785.
Dear Brother _
I must beg you will get a Warrant engross'd for the Royal
Gloucester Lodge, to be held at the Bell Inn in the City of
Gloucester.—Bro. John Phillpott's Master—Tho®. Woore Sen. Warden
and Charles Elmes Jun”. Warden—To be dated Hampton Court
Palace. Jan. 10 1785 (the date of the Dispensation which I have
granted them for holding the said Lodge). I hope it will be well
wrote & a proper margin left for frame & glass. You will let me
have it as soon as convenient. to be sign'd & forwarded to my Deputy
and Secretary at Bristol. It 'should not be folded. but rolled on a
small roller.

Your affect. Brother & fai'thful s-ervaut .
Tho®. Dunckerley.
W, Whits Esq.';

and with reference to a Warrant for a Lodge at Harbour Grace, Newfoundland,
'he states:—

T beg you will get it executed (in the same newi manuner as that for
Gloucester) as soon as possible.”” (See Dorset.)

The much decorated Warrants of which we shall see many examples, were
almost all local products and in many instances the decorations and embellish-
ments were added subsequently to the completion of the engrossing, pos:ibly in
zome cases at a much later date.

A good example of this later treatment of a plainly engrossed Warrant
issued from Grand Lodge is seen at the Alfred Lodge, Oxford. This Warrant
was the first issued by the United Grand Lodge (dated 16 Feb. 1814) and it is
now very elaborately decorated and illuminated in gold and colour. A careful
-examination shows that this has all been superimpossd on the old Warrant, and
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the evidence that this is a later local addition is stlengtheued by the fact that a
similarly decorated Royal Arch Charter hangs beside it in the Lodge room.
That a tariff charge for a decorated Warrant was made in Yorkshire when
later it became customary for these decorated Warrants to be produced for the
majority of the new Lodges is clear from the latter portion of the letter from
Bro. John Watson. the P.G.T. to Bro. G. Newbold, with reference to the new
Lodge at Whitby. TFollowing the portion already given it continues:—

‘“ The Dispensation will be 15 6
Counstitution Fees to Grand Lodge will be 5 5 0
Writing the Constitution (if the old one cannot be

made serve) Provincial Fees &c. about 510 6
1111 0

Postage 1 0

11 12 0O

The first, second and fourth charges need only be remitted at the time
of forwarding the Dispensation. I recvd. a Letter from Br. White
on the subject and will write to him respecting the Old Warrant but
the Grand Lodge Fees must at all events be paid—in haste
Your ob!. Serv. & Bror.
John Watson P.G.T.
Friday Evening.”

One of the practical difficulties in connection with the issue of Provincial
Warrants was the allocation of the Number: usually it could be given at once,
but delays sometimes occurred and there are many existing documents without a
Lodge number.,

. In this connection it may perhaps be mentioned that there was no number-
ing of Warrants in the Provinces as distinct from the numbering in the Grand
Lodge Register.

Shirveff, it is true. started a Provincial numbering with his No. I at
Shrewsbury and No. 2 Whitchurch, but that is as far as he got. and similarly
Dobrie gives No. 1 and No. 2 Jersey. Bro. Lawrence in his  Sidelights on
Freemasonry ” (p. 108) states: ' There are cases in which a Lodge worked for
years under a Provincial Warrant and under a Provineial number, and when
eventually it found its way on to the register of the Grand Lodge of England,
its Provincial number accompanied it.”” This is quite a misleading statement
and can have no reference to the English Provincial Lodges in the eighteenth
century. Very occasionally a wrong number is given on the Warrant (559 for
example. instead of 575 for the first numbering of The Lodge of Fidelity No. 281
Lancaster), but this was due to delay in payments for Constitution.

Another misunderstanding is that there was a numbering of arrants as
distinct from the numbering of Lodyes (a correspondent thus explained the
numbers borne on the document he was describing). The Grand Lodge Register
of Lodges—both of Antients and DMModerns—is the sole reference of the number
upon the Warrant, which has no numeration of its own.

The disadvantages following delay in getting a number allotted are well
illustrated in the case of the Loyal and Prudent Lodge of Leeds.—which received
its Warrant dated 19 JMar. 1790. but to which no number was allotted for two
years.—a position which gave rise to vigorous protest on the part of the Brethren
of the Lodge:—

““ Dear Sir, )

I am desired by the Loyal and Prudent Lodge Constituted by
the Provincial Grand Lodge in the County of York to address you as
a Brother who has for many years testified your good wishes for the
welfare of the Craft.
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I also apply to you as Grand Treasurer not doubting that you
will pay attention to our request.

We have worked under a Warrant of Constitution granted by
the Provincial Grand Lodge near 2 years & under a regular Constitu-
tion given us about 6 months. we have remitted our fees regularly &
have acted as far as in our power as become good masous.

The Lodge has repeatedly applied to the Provincial Grand
Lodge requesting them to put us in possession of our number but we
have not obtained it, this inattention we were displeased at, but are
much more surpris’d that conduct should appear in a much superior
Lodge.

You will agree with me that in every line of Business regularity
and punctuality ought to be attended to, we wrote to MMr. White,
Grand Secretary on the 19% ult. Inclosing him a list of all Masons
made and Members admitted into our Lodge, also a Draft value
£8. 9. 6 for Fees due to the Grand Lodge, at the same time informing
him of the great neglect of the Provincial Grand Lodge in not giving
us our number, & begging him to acknowledge the receipt of our letter
and procure us the number, also to have our Lodge enter’d into the
Masonic Almanack, urging the necessity of it as many of our Members
have been refu’'d admittance into other Lodges for the want of it.
Mr. White has not answered our letter, nor acknowledg’d the receipt
of our Draft & to our great mortification the Calendar is again
publish’d and our Lodge does not appear therein.

I cannot help informing you that the Lodge ‘Toyal and
Prudent * is compos’d of a set of Gentlemen and Merchants who think
themselves much neglected particularly so as a Lodge in Lancashire
which was formed twelve months after ours is now registred in the
Calendar.

To give you an idea of the respectability of our Lodge. we do
not make a Jember under Six guineas which with the Fees &c.
amount to near Seven. It is our intention to conduct our Lodge
upon true Masonic principles & shall study at all times to conform to
the Rules and regulations of the Grand Lodge.

If we have acted improperly in addressing our Letter to-Jr.
White we will thank you to inform us who we are to write to in
future & apologize to Mr. White for our not knowing better.

I am also desir'd by the Lodge to say that they are unanimously
resolved that no more TFees shall be remitted either to the Grand
Lodges or the P.G.L. till we are regularly registered in the Calendar.
We heg. Sir, to refer ourselves to your goodness hoping that you will
trace out where the neglect has been & procure us such relief as we
have a right. as Masons, to expect.

I am, by order of the Loyal & Prudent Lodge

Dear Sir
Your faithful RBrother
& very Hble Servant
Jam®. Richardson  Sec¥.
Att¥, at Law. Leeds. 7 Dec. 1791.”

Usually the Number was given at the time of issue. and. as we have seen
in the spoilt Sussex Warrant, was engrossed with it. but if not, it was usually
added at the top left hand corner under the P.G.1l.’s signature and the G.L.
Seal, and many Warrants show a succession of numbers giving the changes at
the different enwmerations.

In some provinces, also. the number was often stated in the body of the
Document, and here the zealous brethren of later years have shown some lack of
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historical sense in altering the number so cited, after scraping the suwrface of the
vellum to erase the old figure.

In the Warrant of Confirmation given by John Allen to the Lodge of
Fortitude in 1772, confirming this Constitution of 1739 he referred to their
number at the existing 1770 enumeration as No. 83; but some later enthusiast
thought he was doing his Lodge a service by seraping the 8 and altering it to a 6.
which was the Lodge number in the enumeration of 1792.—fortunately later
Brethren have been content to leave it at that, and have not tried to get it to
look like 87 and 77 and 64 successively.

Where the Deputation form of Constitution was used for Provincial issues
the usual certificate is added, and strangely enough in the Devonshire issues the
custom of adding a Certificate (logical in the Deputation form) has been carried
on when the issue is in Warrant form.

The exuberance of newly constituted Brethren may even affect so formal
a matter as the wording of their certificate: as is shown by the document
transmitted to Grand Lodge. after the successful launching of the New Lodge
at Blandford. Dorset:—

*“ Blandford. May 11. 1771.
W. Brother

Pursnant to a Dispensation from and under the Seal of the
Most Noble Prince, Henry Somerset Duke of Beauford &c.. Grand
Master of all Regular Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons to Bro.
Ambrose Courtney R.W.DM. of the Sarum Lodge & his proper officers
requiring them to attend and Constitute a Lodge at the Greyhound in
the Town of Blandford. Dorset

In consequence of which on the 8% of May 1771 at half past
ten in the morning Bro. Jas. Forster. Knight Esq. was duly installed
R.W.AM. and chose for his officers Bro. Rich?. Okely S.W. Bro. Ead".
Perry J.W. Bro. Jno. Page Treasurer & Bro. W™. Pearce Secretary
the Lodge being closed the Breth. proceeded to Church in regular
order. after which they dined together and spent the day in mirth
and amity, many Healths for the Welfare of the Craft and the Well-
wishers thereof were drunk, & the whole conducted with that decency
always necessary and which at all times is the foundation of perfect
union & Harmony.

The R.W.M. of the Lodge at Blandford together with the
Wardens and other the Officers & Brethren beg their respects to the
Grand Master & assures him that it shall be their constant endeavour
in every respect to keep up the dignity & due decorum which ought
always to subsist in a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons.

I am, Wor. Bro.
with due respect
Yours affectionately
: Wn_ Pearse.
Pre-ent at the Installation
Sarum Lodge 18 names
Poole Lodge 8 names &e. &e.

We get many reminders in the correspondence concerning the issuing of
Warrants and granting of Constitutions which is preserved from many Provineces
in Grand Lodge, of the cumbersome methods of payment prevailing even so latz
as the end of the eighteenth century.

Thiz to the Grand Secretary:—
' Sir.
Tt is, Sir. requesting to know how you would chuse to

have the money remitted for a Warrant of Constitution. which you
say is £5. 15. 6. We have thought prudent to premise this judging
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you may have a particular channel of remittance (besides that of your
Deputy Provincial whose kind offices we would. if consistent. rather
dispense with at this period) else. Sir. we can ourselves pay the
sum here. to your order, on any respectable House in London. but
particularly in the mercer. bookselling or grocer line.

I am, Sir. with due deference
for my Brethren and self
Your most obedient humble Servant
Thomas Bryden.

P.8.—You will please send to me, Printer, to be left at Mr. Swan's
the Globe Tavern, King St., Whitehaven.
24 Feb. 1786."

Even John Allen, writing to the Grand Secretary from another part of
London, wants information on the point:—

“ Clements’ Inn. 29 Nov. 1786.
Dear Sir

I wish you w? inform we whe'. I can yet pay in some money
for a Country Lodge. If so, you shall immediately have the
particulars.

Please also to inform me the No. I may give to a New Lodge
I am going to Constitute at Wigan in Lancashire. At same Time
pray furnish me with a flying Seal or Impression of the Grand Lodge
Seal to affix to the Warrant.

T am y™. D" 8.

m'. sincerely

Mr. White Jno. Allen.
Sion College.”’

Although not strictly relevant to a study of the Warrant it is of interest.
to note the custom which obtained in some Provinces of requiring the New Lodge
to attend at the place at which the Provincial Grand Lodge was held. and for
the Brethren seeking Constitution at their hands to pay, not only their own
expenses. but to entertain and sometimes ‘- cloathe "’ the Provincial Officers.

The first entry in the earliest Minute Book of No. 89 Duckinfield reads:—

* Expenses in going to & coming from Liverpool to the Provincial in
order to have the Lodge Constituted £7. 7. 3.”

In most Provinces some Lodge assumed. or was given by the Provincial
Grand Master, a position of superiority over the other Lodges: from its ranks
nearly, if not quite. all the Provincial Officers were chosen. and often the Officers
of the Lodge became at once the officers of the Province: in some cases also the
Minute Book of the l.odge was used for the Provincial records.

The Apollo at York: Royal Cumberland at Bath: Pheenix in Southamp-
ton: Tyrian at Derby: the Lodge meeting at the Feathers at Chester: and the
South Saxon in Sussex are notable instances. and many others could be mentioned.

The advancement of one Lodge to a premier position reached its acme in
the Province of Sussex early in tlie new century (1801) when a Special Warrant
was issued by Samuel Hulse appointing the South Saxon Lodge at Lewes, to be
the Provincial Lodge. and giving them large authority in the Province.

This interesting document illustrates the lack of control of Grand Lodge
over Provincial developments, even where at variance with recognised customs.
especially in the delegation of authority to a Lodge as such. and not retaining
the authority in the person of the Provincial Grand Master:—

““To All and E.very to whom these Presents shall come and may concern.
Kuow Ye that I. Samuel Hulsz, Esq. Lieutenant General of
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His Majesty's Forces, Treasurer to the Prince of Wales. Colouel of the
19" Reg'. of Foot and Provincial Grand Master of Free and Accepted
Masons for the County of Sussex, Do, by virtue of my said office,
and under immediate sanction and authority of His Royal Highness
George Augustus Frederick. Prince of Wales &c. &c. &e. Grand DMaster
of England, first had and obtained specially for this purpese hereby
nominate. constitute, and appoint the South Saxon Lodge held at
Lewes the Provincial Grand Lodge for the County of Sussex to consist
of the Grand Officers hereunder named and twelve Grand Stewards
(subject nevertheless to such new Elections as occasion may from time
to time require) with full power to make Masons. constitute Regular
Lodges, and to frame and enforce such Bye Laws and Regulations as
may be desmed necessary for the Good Government of the Institution.
also to do and execute all and every such other Act or Acts Thing
or Things as appertain to the Duties of a Regularly constituted
Provincial Grand ILodge
(citation of 19 Grand Officers)

Given under my Hand and Seal at London this Seventh day

of March AL 5801 AT 1801
S. Hulse P.G.M."

There is nc Seal of Grand Lodge, but a seal probably made for the
occasion bears the following inscription:—

*“ South Saxon Lodge 557 Presented by Bro. W. Belcombe Langridge.”

The document is not engrossed but printed.

It is difficult to believe that this was itsued with the cognizance and
approval of the responsible Grand Lodge officials—probably the whole scheme
was put up by the Provincial officials who were able to make use of the personal
relations between their Provincial Grand Master and His Royal Highness to effect
a short cut to the realisation of their ambition.

The Lodge never exercised these powers. New Lodges could not be
Warranted because of the restricting Act of 1799, and the advent of the Union
in 1813 put an end to its authority.

The custom of the Antients Grand Lodge was to issue all its documents
with the authority of the Grand Lodge only: and by a fiction. local bodies were
authorised to open a Grand Lodge ‘‘for the space of three hours’ for the
purpose of constituting a Lodge.

In 1781, however, the Antients made one interesting departure from their
custom. and issued a Warrant of Constitution for a Provincial Grand Lodge.

Whether or not it had any association with the rivalry of the two Masonic
jurisdictions. it is interesting to note that this Provineial Lodge was for Yorkshire.
Lancashire and Cleshire. We have noted the success of the Antients in London.
and the efforts made by the Moderns to strengthen their position in the
Provinces. And as it was in these very Provinces that the Moderns were
becoming most numerous, it does not seem unlikely that this was a deliberate
move on the part of the Antients to strengthen their hold on that part of the
country—though the Provincial Lodge thus established never appears to have
functioned, and its lapsed Warrant was re-issued in 1813 to a Lodge in White-
haven, Cumberland, which itself lived less than ten years.

The document differs from all Moderns Warrants in being printed as
indeed was customary for all Warrants issued by the Amntients. It reads:—

““ Atholl.  Grand DMaster
Jas. Jones S.G.W.. W». Dickey D.G.M.. James Read J.G.W.
To All whom it may Concern
We. the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honourable Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Dasons (according to the old Constitutions
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.granted by His Royal Highness Prince Edwin at York, Anno Domini

Nine Hundred Twenty and Six and in the Year of Alasonry Four
Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty and Six) in ample Form assembled
viz. The Right Worshipful the Most Noble Prince the Third Duke
Marquis and Earl of Atholl, Marquis and Earl of Tullibardine, Earl
of Strathsay and Strathardle. Viscount of Balguilder, Glenalmond and
Glenlyon, Lord Murray. Belveny and Gask. Heretable Captain and
Constable of the Castle and Constabulary of Kincleaven, Hereditary
Keeper of the Palace of Falkland, one of the Sixteen Peers of Scotland
and in that Part of Great Britain called England and Masonical
Jurisdiction thereunto belonging Grand DMaster of Masons: the Right
Worshipful William Dickey Esquire. Deputy Grand Master the Right
Worshipful James Jones Esquire Senior Grand Warden and the Right
Worshipful James Read Esquire Junior Grand Warden: with the
approbation and consent of the Warranted TLodges held within the
Cities and Suburbs of London and Westminster: do. by these Presents
authorise and impower our Trusty and well beloved Brethren, Free
and Accepted Ancient Masous, who at the Time of this present Writing
are or hereafter shall become Inhabitants of the [Counties of York,
Chester, and Lancaster] to congregate, form. and hold a Provincial
Grand Lodge [in the Town of Sheffield and County of York . . .]
aforesaid. independent of any former Dispensation. Warrant or
Constitution ordered given or granted by Us, or any of our Pre-
decessors, Grand Masters of England. to any Mason or Masons residing
within the Masonical jurisdiction aforesaid; such Provincial Grand
Lodge. when duly constituted to be held Annually Half Yearly
Quarterly Monthly or at any s:asonable Time or Times as occasion
shall require. And We do hereby nominate constitute and appoint
our Right Trusty and Well beloved Brother [Hugh Cheney of the
Town of Sheffield aforesaid Esg™. . . ] to be Our Provincial
Grand Master, Our Right Trusty and Well beloved Brother [ Daniel
Plowman of Sheffield Gentleman| to be Our Provincial Senior Grand
Warden:; and our Right Trusty and Well beloved Brother [William
Trickett of Sheflield cuttler] to be our Provincial Junior Grand
Warden within the Jlasonical jurisdiction aforesaid; who. together
with the aforesaid Provineial Grand DMaster. and his Deputy when
appointed and installed and Provincial Grand Wardens shall be
addressed by the Stile and Title of the Right Worshipful Provincial
Grand Master, Grand Wardens &ec. And we do hereby further

authorize and impower our said Right, Worshipful Grand Master
[Hugh Cheney Esg™. . . .] his Deputy and Grand Wardens
[Daniel Plowman . . .] and [William Trickett . . .] with the

approbation and advice of their Grand Lodge to Grant Dispensations
Warrants and Constitutions for the congregating and making of Free
and Accepted Masons. forming and holding of Lodges within the
Jurisdiction aforesaid. according to the most Ancient and Honourable
Custom of the Royal Craft in all ages and mnations throught the
known world. And We do by these Presents further authorise and
impower our said Trusty and Right Worshipful Brethren, the
Provincial Grand Master, Grand Wardens and their legal Successors.
when in regular Grand Lodge formed. to hear. adjust and impartially
determine all and singular Matters of Complaint, Disputs, Debate, or
Centroversy relative to the Craft within the jurizdiction aforesaid:
strictly requiring all and every of our Worthy and Loving Brethren
within the jurisdiction aforesaid. to be conformable to all and every
of the gocd Rules Orders Irsues and Decrees. which shall from Time
to Time be ordered issued or decreed by the said Right Worshipful
Provincial Grand Lodge: herein reserving to ourselves our ancient
Prerogative of hearing Appeals, and Administration of such Things as



Provincial T arrants. 75

shall (bona fide) appear absolutely necessary for the Honour & Benefit
of the Craft in General. And lastly, We do lereby authorise and
impower our sald Trusty and Right Worshipful Provincial Grand
Master and Grand Wardens, together with their lawful associates
being the Installed Masters Wardens and Past Masters of the Regular
Lodges within the jurisdiction aforesaid in Grand Lodge assembled to
nominate chuse and install their Successors, to whom they shall deliver
this Warrant and invest them with their particular Jewels, and
Masonical Powers and Dignities as Provincial Grand Officers &c. &e. &ec.
And such Successors shall in like manner nominate chuse and install
&c. their Successors &c. &c. such Installation to be upon or near every
Saint John's Day the Twenty fourth of June during the Continuance
of the Said Provincial Grand Lodge for ever.

Providing the said Right Worshipful [Hugh Cheney, Daniel
Plowman, Willlam Trickett . . .] and all the Successors Grand
Officers of the said Provincial Grand Lodge do continually pay due
Respect to the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient
and Honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons by whom
this Warrant is Granted, otherwise this Warrant and Constitution to
be of no Force nor Virtue.

Given under our Hand and Seal of the Grand Lodge in London
the [Fifth] day of [September] in the Year of our Lord. One
Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty and [One] in the Year of Masonry
Four Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty and [One . . .] and [in
the Seventh] Year of the Grand Mastership of His Grace the Duke
of Atholl &c. &c. &c.

Charles Bearblock
No. 217 Grand Secretary.

[Seal]

Note.—This Warrant is rvegistered in the Grand ILodge Vol. 8,
Letter H.

This Warrant was evidently intended to be one of many such irsues: blank
spaces were left in the printed document (marked above by square brackets) and
the words within are written in manuscript.

But it is-unique: not only has no issue to any other Englich Province been
discovered, but none 1s recorded in the well kept registers of the Antients Grand
Lodge.

(To be continued.)

The summary of information given in the following Appendices is as
complete and accurate as my resources would allow. and will T hope be of use to
students.

But there are probably many other of these old documents in various parts
of the country, in private collections. or in Lodges: and it will be very helpful
if anyone knowing of such will kindly send information about them to the
Secretary so that eventually the lists may be made as complete as possible.



APPENDIX 1.

Lodges established in the Provinces from 1724 to 1799 showing Character and present Location of Charter issued by Moderns.

For completeness of record, Lodges fransferred from London or elsewhere have been included but are marked within square hrackets [ ]

ProviNcIAL issues are in Ilravy TYPE.
W=Warrant. C=Warrant of Confirmation. D=Deputation.
Page numbers refer to the text of the paper in 4.Q.C.

Disp : = Dispensation.

MODERNS, ” ANTIENTS.
. No. Date of | Date of Character Present | No. Date of | Date of
PG D.P.GM. if still Name or Place of Meeting. Consti- | Erasure of Location of |  if still Name or Place of Meeting. |Consti-| Erasure
Working. tution. {(I=lapsed){ Charter. Charter. Working. tution. | (l=lapsed)
ANGLESEY.
None None Lord Boston's Arms, 1768 1799 I None
Holyhead.
BERKSHIRE.
Col, J. Deaken Mermaid, Windsor 1759 1775 Place unknown, Reading 175! ? 1759
1773 None Upper Ship Inn, Duke St 1759 ? 1763
Reading.
Arth, Stanhope White Hart, New Windsor 1783 1813 Place unknown, Reading 1771 ? 1775
1795 . Castle Inn, Windsor 1791 1838
BRECKNOCKSITIRT.
1'lhie Bell, Brecon 1765 1769 Sun, Wheat St. Brecon 1764 ? 1765
Sir M.
Mackworth None Cambrian, Brecon 1789 1828 1

! Stated in (i1, Register to have heen Constituted by T.GLM,

26POTT QUUOL0) Lonjundy ai] fO SU0NIDSUDL]



CAMBRIDGESTHITRE,

Black Bear, Cambridge 1744 1785
88 ['T'hree  Tuns, Peace IIill, 1754 C (1829) Lodge
Cambridge 1762] (London)
Spread Bagle, Wisbeach 1761 1769
Sun Inn, Cambridge 1763 1780 o
None Club Inn, Wisheach 1764 1811 Isle of Tily 1765
Rose Tavern, Cambridge 1772 1780
st John’s Lodge,
Newmarket 1773 1794
Cambridge New Lodge,
Cambridge 1793 1854
Lord Diardley _ Social, Hoop Inn,
1798 ’ Cambridge 1797 1804
CARDIGANSILIRIS,
Sir H. .
Mackworth None Aberystwith, 1791 1797 . 1 None

1 Noto in (LL. Register—on account of the death of Sir 1I. Mackworth before he had executed his Warrant a Dispensation for holding the Lodge was sent dated 28 Sep. 1791

CARMARTIIENSHIRE.

None None Bay Nag's llead,
Carmarthen 1724 1754 D! None
Three Crowns, Carmarthen 1703 1777
1 Stated in 1738 B. of €. to have been Constituted by Deputation.
CARNARVONSIIIRE,
i
Snowden Lodge, Carnarvon None

None l None ‘ 1786 ’ 18049 '
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Transactions of the Quatucr Coronati Lodge.

APPENDIX II.

List showing the distribution in establishment of new Lodges in the Provinces
in each year from 1724 to 1799.

ProvinciaL issues in Heavy TYPE.

MODERNS. MODERNS.
New New
Year.| New Lodges in Provinces. [Totals|Lodgesin||Year.| XNew Lodges in Provinces. |Total:|Lodgesin
' ‘ London. London.
1724 | Carmarthenshire 1 1736 | Dorsetshire 1
Cheshire 3 Durham 1
(iloucestershire | Iissex 1
(Bristol) o Lancashire 1
Hampshire 1 Norfolk 1
Norfolk 1 Shropshire 1
Somersetshire 1 Warwickshire 1 7 n
Sussex " 9 3 1737 | Iissex 1
1725 ' 0 6 Lincolnshire 1
1726 ! 0 32 Somersetshire 1 3 11
1727 | Lancashire 1 1 2 1733 | Gloucestershire 2 (
1728 | Surrey Lo Herefordshire 1!
Warwickshire 1 3 7 Yorkshire 1 4 §
1729 | Norfolk 1 1739 | Cheshire 1
Oxfordshire 1 Lssex 1 i
Yorkshire 1 3 2 Hampshire 1|
1730 | Kent Pl Hertfordshire 1
Lincolnshire 1 Lancashire 1 |
Northamptonshire 1 Leicestershire 1 8 h
Sussex 1 4 9 1740 | Ciloucestershire
1731 | Cheshire 1 (Bristol) 1
Suffolk 2 3 ) Oxfordshire 1 9 3
1732 | Derbyshire 1 1741 | Cumberland 1
Devonshire 1 Pembrokeshire 12 0
Lancashire 32 1742 | Herefordshire 1 | 1 1
Staffordshire 1 1743 | Merionethshire 11 0
Suffolk 2 1744 | Gloucestershire i
Wiltshire 1 8 16 (Bristol) 1 j
1733 | Lancashire 1 Shropshire 1 9 0
Somersetshire 1 | 1745 { 0 0
Warwickshire 1 1746 0 1}
Worcestershire 1 4 11 1747 | Norfolk 1)1 0
1734 0 1 1748 | Devonshire 9 2 0
1735 | Devonshire 1 1749 | Cambridgshire I
Durham 1 Norfolk 1 2 0
Glouncestershire 1750 | Norfolk 1 1 ]
(Bristol) 1
Wiltshire 1 4 4
}
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MODERNS. ANTIENTS.
New New
Year.| New Lodges in Provinces. |Totals;Lodges injjYear New Lodges in Provinces. |lotals{Lodgesin
London. London.
1751 | Cornwall 1 1751 0 6
Norfolk 2
Kent 1 1 1
1752 | Cornwall 2 2 2 1732 0 9
1753 | Carmarthenshire 1 1753 | Gloucestershire
Gloucestershire (Bristol) 2 2 13
(Bristol) 1
Lancashire 1
Norfolk 1
Nottinghamshire 1 5 6
1754 Cornwall 1 1754 0 8
Glamorganshire 2
Kent 1
Lancashire !
Leicestershire 1
Norfolk 1
Suffolk 1
Yorkshire 1 9 11
1755 | Cheshire 2 1755 | Lancashire 3
Cornwall 1 Nottinghamshire t
Durham 1 Warwickshire 2 6 :
Kent 1
Lancashire 1
Norfolk 2
Suffolk 1
(Military unplaced) 1 10 4
1756 0 4 1756 | Lancashire 3 3 10
1757 | Durham 1 1757 | Nottinghamshire 1
Gloucestershire Worcestershire 1 2 4
(Bristol) 1
Norfolk 1
Northumberland 1 4 5
1758 | Devonshire 1 1758 | Cheshire 1
Gloucestershire Hampshire 1
(Bristol) 1 Nortopumberland 1
Norfolk 1 3 1 Warwickshire 1 4 1
1759 | Berkshire 1 ' 1759 | Berkshire 9
Devonshire 3 Devonshire 1
Durham 1 Hampshire 1
Hampshire 1 Shropshire 1
Gloucestershire Yorkshire 1 6 2
(Bristol) 1
Norfolx 1
Yorkshire 1 9 1
1760 | Channel Islands 1 1760 | Cheshire 1 1 1
Kent 1
(H.ALS, Vanguard,
unplaced) 1 3 2 ”
- Cambridgeshire 1 b Gloucestershire
1o Cumberlai | 1 1 (Bristol) 1
Durham 1 Hampshire 1
Tlintshire 1 Leicestershire 2
Hampshire 1 Norfolk 1
Kent 1 Yorkshire jo1 6 1
Yorkshire 3 9 1
1762 | Cumberland 1 1762 | Channel I:lands 1
Devonshire 4 Derbyshire 1
Hampshire 2 Hampshire 1
Herefordshire 1 Kent 1
Kent 1 Norfolk 2
Lancashire 1 Somersetshire Pl
Norfolk 1 Yorkshire |2 9 2
Northumberland 1
Shropshire 1
Suffolk 1
Warwickshire 1 !
Yorkshire 1 16 0 |
1763 | Cambridgeshire 1 - 1763 | Channel Islands |1
Devonshire 1 : Devonshire } ]
Durham 1 Gloucestershire . ! I
Hampsnire 2 (Bristol) | 1 l
Kent 2 Hampshire Pl ]
Lancashire \ Kent i 1
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MODERNS. ANTIENTS,
New New
Year.| New Lodges in Provinces. [Totals|Lodges in||Year. New Lodges in Provinces. [Totals|Lodgesin
London. London.
|
1763 | Northumberland 1 1763 | Northumberland 1
Nottinghamslire 1 Staffcrdshire 1
Wiltshire 1 Worcestershire 1 8
Yorkshire 1 2
1764 | Cambridgeshire 1 1764 | Breckrnockshire 1
Devounshire 1 Cheshire 1
Dorsetshire 1 Kent 1
Essex 2 Lancashire 1
Hampshire 2 Monmouthshire 1
Herefordshire 1 Northumberland 2
Kent 3 Staffordshire 1
Norfolk I Warwickshire 2
Somersetshire 2 Yorkshire 1 11
Westmorland 1 ! 15 5
1765 | Brecknoclkshire 1! 1765 | Cambridgeshire 1
Channel Islands 1 Cheshire 1
Cornwall 1 Glamorganshire 1
Dorsetshire 1 | Kent 1 4 1
Lancashire ]
Norfolk 1
Norfolk |
Somersetshire 1
Sussex 1
Warwickshire 1
Wiltshire 1
Yorkshire 1. 12 11 .
1766 | Cleshire 1 | 1766 | Cheshire 1
Cumberland 1 Lancashire 1
Devonshire 2 | Montgomeryshire 1
Gloucestershire Nourthumberland 1 4 2
(Bristol) 1
Lancashire |
Northumberland 2
Sussex 2
Yorkshire 1 0 1
1767 | Cornwall 1 u 1767 | Kent 1
Devonshire 1 | Norfolk 1
Gloucestershire Shropshire 1
(Bristol) 1 Somersetshire 1 4 0
Hertfordsnire 1
Kent 2
Staffordshire 1
. | Warwickshire 1] 9 15
1768 | Anglesey 1 } 1768 | Cumbherland 1
Cornwall (Scilly) [ Worcestershire 1 9 [}
Gloucestershire l
(Bristol) 1
Monmouthshire -~ 1
Nottinghamshire 1 f
Staffordshire 1
Surrey 1
Wiltshire 1 8 12
1769 | Cheshire 3 ! 1769 | Gloucestershire
Devonshire 1 (Bristol) 1
Glamorganshire 1 Kent 1
Gloucestershire Middlesex 1
(Bristol) 1 Norfolk 1 4 4
Lancashire 1
Oxfordshire 1 ( !
Somersetsuire 1 | !
Yorkshire 1] 10 7
1770 | Durham 1 1770 | Cheshire 1
Hampshire 1! Norfolk 2 3 1
Lancashire 1
Norfolk 1
Oxfordshire 1
Surrey 1 |
Wiltshire o | 8 3
1771 | Cumberland 1 ‘ 1771 | Berkshire 1
Denbighshire 1 . Devounshire !
Devonshire 1 f i Lancashire 1
Dorsetshire 1 1 Oxfordshire 1
Shropshire 1 ¢ 5 0 4 Somersetshire 2 6 1
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New Lodges in Provinces.

Totals

New

Lodges in||Year.

London.

New Lodges in Provinces.

Totals

New
Lodges in
London.

1773

1774

1776

1781

1782

1783

1784

Cambridgeshire
TDevonzhire
Essex
Kent
Suffolk )
Yorkshire
Cambridgeshire
Cheshire
Durham
(tloucestershire
(Bristol)

e e R S

Somersetshire
Yorkshire
Channel Tslands
Cumberland
Durham
Lencashire
Somersetshire
Yorkshire
Dorsetshire
Hanpshire
Kent
Lancashire
Cumberland
Dorsetshire
Essex
Gloucestershire
(Bristol)

e e e e e — O =

Hertfordshire
Kent
Yorkshire

—_ a2 ==

Cornwall

Essex
Cliamorganshire
Kent

Yorkshire

—_—

Cornwall

Kent
Nerthumberland
Cumberland
Devonstire
Durham
l.ancashire
Northumberland
Yorkshire
(Military, unplaced)
Yorkshire

IR R -

19

Cornwall

Gloucestershire
(Bristol) ;

Devonshire

Wiltshire

Yorkshire

Devonshire

Devonshire

Lancashire

Wiltshire

Yorkshire

Devonshire

Durham

Somersetshire

Surrey

Worcestershire

Berkshire

Derhyshire

Gloucestershire
(Bristol)

b e el = = ek e —

Kent
Middlesex

- -

-3

-0

b2

] 1773

177

1776

o=

1778

1779

1780

LD =

0
1783

(=13

Hampshire

Kent
Northumberland
Worcestershire
Yorkshire

Hampshire
Oxfordshire

Cheshire
Kent
Oxfordshire
Yorkshire

Lancashire
Yorkshire

Kent
Lancashire
Yorkshire

Kent
Lancashire
Wiltshire
Yorkshire

Kent
Warwickshire
Crmberland

Devonshire
Oxfordshire
Yorkshire

Channel I.lands
Staffordshire

[

R I S ST N e -1 e —_—

—

o

|5+
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(V]
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1785

1786

1787

1789

1790

1791

17
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1703
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MODERNS.

Coronati Lodge.

ANTIENTS.

New Lodges in Provinces.

Totals

- |

New |
Lodges in}{Year.

London. |

New Lodges in Provinces.

New
Totals|Lodges in
London.

Shropshire
Somersetshire
Suffolk
Warwickshire
Yorkshire
Carnarvon
Cheshire
Devonshire
Dorsetshire
Essex
Hampshire
Lancashire
Worcestershire
Denbighshire
Glamorganshire
Hampshire
Lincolnshire
Staffordshire
Channel lIslands
Cumberland
Lancashire
Shropshire
Somersetshire
Suffolk

Surrey
Wiltshire
Yorkshire
Brecknockshire
Cheshire
Cheshire

Essex
Gloucestershire

(Bristol}

Lancashire

Northamptonshire

Shropshire
Sussex
Yorkshire
Yorkshire
Cheshire
Leicestershire
Nottinghamshire
Somersetshire
Sussex
Worcestershire
Yorkshire
Cardiganshire
Devonshire
Herefordshire
Lancashire
Lincolnshire
Warwickshire
Cheshire
Devonshire
Hampshire
Lancashire
Lincolnshire
Norfolk
Northumberland
Nottinghamshire
Somersetshire
Suffolk
Yorkshire
Cambridgeshire
Cheshire
Derbyshire
Herefordshire
Lancashire
Lincolnshire
Norfolk
Somersetshire
Staffordshire
Warwickshire
Yorkshire

—_— e W — = — = P D = = H =R =0 = N == — D

=R — - e = ) = = N o — e = — R =R —

11

14

14

19

1785

1786

1787

1788

w

1789

(4]

1790

o>

"N

1792

1793

Lancashire

Kent
Lancashire

Kent
Worcestershire

Channel Tslands
Cumberland
Kent

Nottinghamshire

Rerkshire
Cheshire
Kent
Yorkshire

TLancashire
Oxford:hire
Wiltshire

Cheshire
Lancashire

o

—

—

i ]

2O

=4
sy
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MODERNS. ANTIENTS,
New New
Year.| New Lodges in Provinces. |Totals|Lodges in|/Year. New TLodges in Provinces. |Totals|Lodgesin
London. London.
1794 | Cheshire 1 1794 | Channel Islands 1
Cheshire I Cheshire 1
Devonshire 1 Hampshire 1
Kent | Sussex 1 4 0
Suffolk 1
Warwickshire |
Wiltshire 1
Yorkshire 2 9 0
1795 | Denbighshire | 1795 | Channel Islands 1
Flintshire | Cheshire 1
Staffordshire 1 Kent 1
Yorkshire 1 4 0 Norfolk 1
Lancashire 2 6 2
1796 | Cumberland 1 1796 | Kent 1
Hampshire 2 Lancashire 5
Norfolk | Middlesex 1 7 0
Staffordshire |
Sussex 1
Yorkshire 3 9 1
767 | Cambridgeshire 1 1737 | Devonshire 1
Essex 1 Essex 1
Lancashire ) Kent 1
Norfolk 2 Lancashire 2 5 3
Sussex |
Yorkshire ! h 0 '
1798 | Kent 1 1798 | Lancashire 1
Norfolk | Norfolk 1 2 1
Wiltshire 1 3 0
1799 | Cornwall | 1799 | Devonshire 1
Cornwall 1 I Gloucestershire 1
Cheshire | : Kent 1
Hampshire | ' Staffordshire 1 4 1
Kent 1 ) !
Lancashire I ! ! |
Shropshire | ! ! !
Somersetshire | | ! }
Sussex 1 } ’ |
Yorkshire 2 11 U ! |
|
.
|

A hearty vote of thanks was unanimously passed to Bro. Carter for his interesting
paper. on the proposition of Bro. Norman, seconded by Bro. J. Walter Hobbs, comments
heing offered hy or on hehalf of Bros. Gilbert W. Daynes. Geo. W. Bullamore, and
T. W. Hanson.

Bro. GiLBerTt W. DAYNES writes:—

I have read. with very considerable pleasure, Part I. of the instructive
Paper which Bro. Carter has compiled concerning Provincial Warrants. He
has brought together, from so many different sources. much information relative
to his main subject: and has pieced them together in such a manner as to
enable us to focus our attention upon these facts and trace the evolution of the
Lodge Charter., or Warrant. from its inception to the present day. 1In
particular. he has shown us how the Todges outside the Metropolis helped in
this process.

With regard to the Charts he has prepared for this Paper., Bro. Carter
tells us that the figures for Foreign Lodges are excluded '‘as not relevant to
our enquiry.”” It is of course open to Bro. Carter to define the scope of his
enquiry, and he is no doubt perfectly correct in his statement, so far as the
Foreign Lodges would normally affect the numerical strengths, from time to
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time. of the two Grand Lodges, which united in 1813. T cannot. however.
agree that, even within the limits prescribed by Bro. Carter. the Provincial
Lodges outside England can be divorced from the Provincial Lodges within
these shores. especially when considering the actual Dispensations. or Warrants,
by which Lodges outside London were brought into existence. It must not be
forgotten that, both with regard to the premier Grand Lodge and the Grand
Lodge of the Antients, no fundamental difference existed as to the method of
constituting English as distinct from TForeign Lodges, and that all those outside
London for the most part were, either before or after 1813, grouped into
Provincial Grand Lodges and treated alike. It was not until many years after
the Union in 1813 that Foreign Provinces for the first time became designated
as District Grand Lodges. Prior to the Union. whether a Lodge was founded
in Suffolk. Gibraltar. or South Carolina. the method by which each one was
constituted by the premier Grand Lodge was the same. This method. too, was
a natural development from the method of constituting a Lodge in London, where
the ceremony was performed by the Grand Master. or his Deputy. assisted by
his Grand Officers. Bro. Carter correctly emphasizes the personal act of con-
stitution. and also the fact that no formal document was a necessary part
thereof : but he states, with regard to such a document. that *“in actual practice
it soon became customary for such to be given as future evidence of constitution.’’.
I presume the document to which Bro, Carter refers is the Deputation to
Counstitute that was given by the Grand DMaster to some local Brother to con-
stitute the Lodge, but the statement is in my opinion far too sweeping. From
the scarcity of any such documents in the possession of Lodges—Bro. Carter
says that there are only four—it seems probable that the Deputation to Constitute
was only retained by the new Lodge if the Brother, to whom the Deputation
was directed, and who constituted the Lodge. was a member of and presented
the document to that Lodge, or there was some other special reason for the
Deputation being handed over. The normal course. apparently. was for the
Deputation to be returned to Grand Lodge with a certificate of comstitution duly
endorsed thereon, or for the Deputation to be retained by the Constituting
Officer and a separate Certificate to be sent to Grand Lodge. In my opinion
the reason why there are so few of these Deputations to Constitute. of early
date, in existence is because, whether they were forwarded to Grand Lodge or
retained by the Constituting Officer, they were considered valueless as soon as
the entry of the new Lodge had been made in the Grand Lodge Register. and
the Lodge had been inserted in the Engraved Lists. For instance. a Deputa-
tion to Constitute was given on lst August, 1738, to John Senior, of Halifax,
to constitute a Lodge. which afterwards became known as the Lodge of Probity,
No. 61. 1In the History of the Lodge. by Bro. H. Crossley. there is a statement
that in the Treasurer’s Accounts for the year 1762. being one of the concluding
items, there is an item *‘for 10/6 paid to Bro. John Senior for the old
warrant.”” It is obvious that this Warrant was the original Deputation to
Constitute of 1738. and was his property, and in his possession. until he sold
it 1o the Lodge as above mentioned. In this case. no doubt, the Certificate of
Constitution was forwarded to Grand Lodge on a separate piece of paper so as
to enable the Lodge to be inserted in the Engraved Lists.

With regard to the Certificate of Constitution. to which we have been
referring, Bro. Carter states it was ‘' sometimes given.”” T think the accurate
position is that it had always to ke given and was an essential part of the
procedure of constituting a new Lodge. being the final act of the Constituting
Officer.  In the first Grand Lodge Minute Book there are copies of two
Deputations to constitute Lodges, one at Fort William, Bengal, and the other
at Gibraltar, dated respectively the 6th February and the 9th March, 1729.
But for one material exception, and a few verbal alterations of no importance,
these two documents are identical with the Deputation to Constitute dated the
11th July, 1732, in the possession of St. John the Baptists Lodge. No. 39,
Exeter. The exception referred to is the insertion of an entirely new paragraph
in the last-named document. This new paragraph states that, upon ‘‘ the due



Discussion. 113
execution '’ of the Deputation, the Brethren authorized thereby were ** required
to transmit to us or our said Deputy a Certificate . . . of the time and
place of such constitution in order that it may be entred in the Book of Regular
Lodges.” No doubt it was in consequence of some misunderstanding. as to
the necessity of always forwarding such a certificate to Grand Lodge. that this
new clause was added to the later Deputations. In the Deputation of 1738 to
John Senior, before mentioned, there is the same direction in a slightly different
form. That document stated:—

“ And we do hereby will and require you the said John Senior. to send
to us or our successors, Grand Masters, an account in writing under
your hand, of what shall be done by these presents. And also a
List of the Members of the Lodge. together with copies of such Rules,
Orders, and Regulations as shall be agreed on for the government
thereof.”’

We may also assume that this Certificate was necessary, even before 1732, because,
in the Minutes of the Meeting of Grand Lodge, held on the 11th July, 1729,
it is recorded:—

““Mr. O'Connor the Junior Grand Warden represented that the Lodge
he had ordered lately to be constituted at Tunbridge Wells was
omitted to be inserted in the printed Book of Lodges and therefore
prayed that it might be entred in the next Book as usual.

But the Deputy Grand DMaster having received no Certificate that
they were Constituted according to the Leave given them it was
declared that till such Certificate was returned they could not be
entred in the Book.”

It was only when Masonic Provinces came into being, and Provincial
Grand Masters granted their own Deputations, that it became the duty of each
Provincial Grand DMaster to send to Grand Lodge a periodical List of those
Lodges, which had been constituted under his authority, with the dates of
Constitution, and places and times of meeting. 1In these cases, while Deputa-
tions to Constitute were being used, the certificates would of course be forwarded
to the P.G.M. issuing the Deputation. At first the duties of Provincial Grand
Masters must have been rather vague, and varied considerably with the activity
or otherwise of the various P.G.J.s. It was not until the issue of the Third
Edition of the Book of Constitutions, published in 1756, that the premier Grand
Lodge imposed any definite regulations upon Provincial rulers. The following
Articles are to be found in the General Regulations:—

‘““Art. I. The Office of PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER was found
particularly mnecessary in the Year 1726: when the extraordinary
Increase of the Craftsmen. and their travelling into distant Parts,
and convening themselves in LODGES, required an immediate HEAD,
to whom they might apply in all Cases. where it was not possible to

" wait the Decizion or Opinion of the GRAND LODGE.

Art. II. The Appointment of this Grand Officer is a Prerogative
of the GRAND MASTER: who grants his Deputation to such
Brother of Eminence and Ability in the Craft. as he shall think
proper: mnot for Life, but during his good Pleasure.

Art. TII. The PROVINCIAL thus deputed, is invested with the
Power and Honour of a Deputy Grand Master: and. during the
Continuance of his Provincialship. is intitled to wear the Cloathing,
to take Rank as the GRAND OFFICERS. in all Publick Assemblies,
immediately after the past Deputy Grand DMasters; and to constitute
Lodges within his own Province.

Art. IV. He is enjoined to correspond with the Grand Lodge, and
to transmit a circumstantial Account of his Proceedings, at least
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once in every Year. At which Times, the Provincial is required to
send a List of those Lodges he has constituted, their Contributions
for the general Fund of Charity: and the usual Demand, as specified
in his Deputation, for every Lodge he has constituted by the Grand
Master’s Authority.”’

In substance these Regulations remained unaltered up to the date of the Union.

I cannot think that Bro. Carter’'s statement that the premier Grand Lodge
avoided the issue of Warrants properly so called, is correct. We must remember
that the system of Deputations to Constitute, developing from the personal act
of the Grand Master or his Deputy, did not normally admit of any such
Document. Besides. there was no necessity for it as a document of ** evidence
of their title to privileges.”” The evidence of the Constitution of a Lodge was
not in the Deputation to Constitute. or even in the Certificate of the deputed
Brother that the Lodge had been constituted: it was the entry of the Lodge in
the ““ Book of Regular Lodges,”’ and thereafter notified to the other Lodges by
means of the Engraved Lists. The Engraved List was the essential document.
As we know, Engraved Lists were published yearly from 1723 under the direct
authority of the premier Grand Lodge. Regulations. too. were made as to the
insertion of New Lodges in these Lists, the alterations of meeting places, dates
of meetings, and the erasure of Lodges from the Lists. Each Regular Lodge
was provided with one of these Engraved Lists as they were issued. and we read
in the Minute Books of Grand Lodge of complaints made hecause Lodges had
not been inserted in such Engraved Lists. No Lodge was inserted unless it had
been duly constituted by the Grand Master, his Deputy, or some other Brother
by virtue of a Deputation to Constitute. In the last case it was, as before
mentioned, also necessary that a Certificate of Constitution should be returned
to the Grand Lodge. This system prevented any irregularities consequent upon
the theft, loss. or a possible forgery of Warrants, and answered its purpose
admirably. What more was necessary once the Lodge had been inserted in the
List? I do not think Grand Lodge can correctly be said to have deliberately
avoided issuing any documents, because in their case there were no documents
to issue. I venture to think that no one would ever have wanted any different
procedure but for the advent of the Grand Lodge of the Antients, who copied
the practice of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, a practice which had, up to that
time, no counterpart in England. It may well have been that the Brethren
of Lodges under the premier Grand Lodge had their attention called to the
Warrants of Antient Lodges, either when visiting or by some other means. or
that the absence of some such document in their own Lodges was commented
upon adversely. We know that, in the Second Edition of 4iiman Rezon
(published 1764). Laurence Dermott in his ‘‘ Philacteria for such Gentlemen, as
may be inclined to become Free-Masons,”” devotes some little space to the
Warrant of the Lodge. He says:—

““In the first place. when you intend to be made a free mason. go with
your friend to the lodge, and desire him to shew you the warrant
or dispensation by which the lodge is held: that is to say. an
instrument printed or written upon parchment and signed by some
neble grand master, his Deputy and grand wardens, and grand
secretary, and sealed with their grand lodge seal &c. constituting and
appointing particular persons (therein named) as master and wardens.
with full power to congregate and hold a lodge at such a place, and
therein make and admit free masons. according to the most antient
and honourable custom of the royal craft, in all ages and nations
throughout the known world, with full power and authority to
nominate, chuse and install their successors &e.”’

In this statement we seem to have the final phase of the whole matter, which.
in its earlier stages. influenced the premier Grand Lodge and its Provincial Grand
Masters, and induced them gradually to adopt the true Warrant. In effect the
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difference between the premier Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge of the
Antients was one of principle—Engraved Lists versus Warrants—and the
Antients won because the formal document was more imposing and was there
to lock at and be handled. We see the same thing to-day In comveyancing:
the average person prefers the method whereby he has the deeds of the property
to the Land Certificate of the Registered Titles. But, in reality. this divergence
was not between the premier Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge of the
Antients, but between the premier Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge of Ireland.
Although Ireland took its original Constitutions from England, it did not
apparently adopt the system of Engraved Lists.  Also, unlike England, it
interpreted the meaning of the term * warrant’ in the Constitutions as a formal
document. But. then, when it did this in 1732, Ireland had found itself in a
different situation from that which had obtained in England. In the History
of the Grand Lodge of Ireland by Bros. Heron Lepper and Crosslé we are told
that, besides Lodges being plentiful in Dublin, there was not the least doubt
that they were also plentiful throughout the Country. The great problem of
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, at that time, was to get these remote Lodges to
acknowledge her authority. On the other hand, the premier Grand Lodge
commenced its activities with all its Lodges in London and Westminster, and no
expausion took place until after its methods of constituting Lodges had
crystallized. The reference by Bro. Carter to the Irish Advertisement in 1731,
in which the Grand Lodge of Ireland intimated that Warrants were essential,
if Lodges were to be deemed *‘true Lodges,”’ indicates clearly that Ireland was
endeavouring to get existing Lodges within its fold, who, while naturally
objecting to be constituted anew. might be quite willing to receive a formal
document, signed by some noble Grand Daster, giving them a higher status than
they could possibly expect if they remained independent. Thereafter, the practice
of counstituting by Warrant remained in full force. and applicable to new Lodges,
being brought over to England by those Irish Masons who assisted to comstitute
the Grand Lodge of the Antients in 1751. They probably knew of no other
method : and having at first no Grand Master. no other method could well have
been adopted. even had they been acquainted with the method in vogue in the
premier Grand Lodge. I think these two methods of constituting Lodges show
rather well how similar institutions. possessing the same Constitutions, can branch
out in different directions, on account of some local peculiarities, or variation of
circumstances. The Grand Lodge of the Antients at first adopted the Engraved
Lists—we have one for 1753—but soon discontinued their issue for some reason
at present unknown. All that one can say is. that with Warrants there was no
necessity for them as was the case of the Premier Grand Lodge, and so perhaps
no sale for them.

Under the Constitutions of the premier Grand Lodge its Lodges were to
be constituted by the Grand JMaster upon his own authority, an authority which
in this and other directions the Grand Masters from time to time were careful
to retain. In this connection it is interesting to note that, at a Quarterly
Communication of Grand Lodge, held on the 24th June, 1741. it was resolved :—

““That no new ILodge should for the future be constituted within the
Bills of Mortality without the consent of the Brethren assembled in
Q.C. first obtained for that purpose.’”

This regulation amounted to an attack upon the privilege of the Grand Master.
but it was repealed the following March. and the Grand Master's sole authority
to constitute Lodges regained. No further attempt appears ever to have been
made by Grand Lodge to vary it. On the other hand, the Grand Lodge of the
Antients started in a different manner. It commenced as a Grand Committee,
no Grand Master being appointed until 1753, and no noble Grand Master until
December. 1756. The Warrant procedure became settled during those first two
years, and the Grand Lodge did not subsequently relinquish its control over the
constituting of Lodges. We may usefully note the different procedure. With
the premier Grand Lodge there was a Deputation to Constitute, clothing the
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constituting officer with the power and authority of a Deputy Grand Master,
whereas with the Grand Lodge of the Antients there was a Dispensation
conctituting the Brethren concerned a Grand Lodge for the space of three hours.
The Minutes of the Lodge of Antiquity, at Wigan. constituted in 1786. show
this clearly. They run as follows:—

"Grand Lodge held at ye Queen’s Head in Wigan. Lancashire on
Wednesday, the 21st Day of June. 1786, 5786.

The Right Worshipful Bro. John Watson, Grand Master. appointed
in pursuance of a Dispensation sent to them for that purpose, from
the Ancient Grand Lodge of England. and ye Masonical Jurisdiction
thereof. . . . opened a Grand Lodge in due form upon the Third
step of Masonry according to the ancient usage of the craft of Free
and Accepted Masons in all ages at 12 o'clock at noon.

At one o'clock the Lodge was called to Refreshment and continued
while ye Grand Lodge of Antiquity of England was toasted and then
called to work again. and continued open until the hour of three.
when the same was closed with the greatest Harmony in pursuance of
the Grand Lodge Instructions.”

Is Bro. Carter correct in assuming that the referemces in Grand Lodge
Minutes to the surrender of the Constitution are to written documents being
handed over? Might it not have been the verbal declaration of the Master and
Wardens formally made in Grand Lodge. just as in the Manorial Court of the
Lord of a Copyhold Manor the Copyhold Tenant, who has sold his copyhold
property, comes before the Steward of the Manor, and verbally surrenders the
property into the hands of the Lord of the Manor. the purchaser being after-
wards admitted by the Steward. T suggest that the surrenders of Constitutions
were formal verbal acts, and necessary, so as to prevent the Constitution. as
recorded in the Engraved List. being used by the Landlord of the Tavern after
the regular members of the Lodge had ceased to meet. The only way to prevent
an entirely new set of Masons meeting in the registered Tavern would be for the
old Brethren, by their Master and Wardens, formally to renounce the Con-
stitution at a Quarterly Communication, and have the Lodge erazed from the
Engraved List.

In the course of his paper Bro. Carter refers to the Old, Charges and
conunents upon the word  printed.”” with reference to the Book of Constitutions,
in the Deputations. of 1732. The word ' printed’’ also appears in those
Deputations of 1729 to which reference has already been made. It seems
probable that. when first inserted. the word was used to distinguish the 1723
Book of Constitutions from the DS. Constitutions or Old Charges—sometimes
written in Book form—which had been digested into a new and better method
by James Anderson in those Constitutions, although. even at that time, the
AMS. Constitutions had already appeared in printed book form. At the Meeting
of Grand Lodge. on the 24th June. 1721, when the Duke of Montagu became
Grand Master, we learn from William Stukeley that George Payne ‘‘ read over
a new sett of articles to be observ'd.”  Brethren were joining rapidly, and
much general interest was being taken in the Craft from that date. We know
that a copy of the MS. Constitutions appeared in The Post Man & the
Historical Account. &c., in August, 1722, to which was prefaced a letter, which
set out that one of the reasons for publishing it was that it might ‘“ be shown
to the World from whence this Worthy Society is deriv’d, how Ancient they are,
and of how great Esteem they were in those Days.”” Almost simultaneously there
was published what we now know as the Roberts Print. 1In the preface to this
work. after having extolled the Society of Freemasons and those who were
members of it, the following paragraph occurs:—

“ How this Society has been preserv’d: How regularly they have acted:
on what wholesome Laws they have been founded, and how carefully
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they have observ’d and regarded those Laws. as the just cement of
the Society. that is partly to be seen in this Tract. and it will speak
for itself.”’

Has Bro. Carter considered this Preface in its entirety. for to my mind there
1s nothing in it to suggest that the Print was intended for use in Lodges for
esoteric purposes?! Next, in 1724, we have The Secret History of the Freemasons,
&c., " Printed for Sam Briscoe.”” IHere. too. is a copy of the MS. Constitutions
with further matter, certainly not official. or for use by Lodges as the equivalent
of a Warrant. A Second Edition of this was published in 1725. In 1729.
there was published the MS. Constitutions, engraved by Cole. Even if the
first edition of this artistic work might be considered as a document of title for
Lodge purposes—a suggestion which personally I doubt—the other editions
certainly could not have been. as they were not confined to the MS. Constitutions.
All the editions except the first have Francis Drake’s oration. given in 1726 at
the Meeting of the Grand Lodge of All England. held at York—a separate
organization to the premier Grand Lodge—as well as the Speech delivered by
Edward Oakley to his Lodge in London in 1728. But, added to this. the
Advertisement to the second edition clearly shows the purport of the publica-
tion. It states:—

‘“The Proprietors of this Book of Antient Constitutions. &c. being
desirous to make this Book as universally useful and entertaining as
possible, do intend to continue the publishing such valuable Pieces
(as shall come to their Hands, and approved) as tend to the Honour
and Advancement of the Science of Masonry.”’

Then, too. we have the Dodd Reprint, published in 1738, before the later
editions of Cole, stated to be to assist the Widow of a Mason. Mrs. Dodd. At
the period to which Bro. Carter refers the Craft was creating very great interest
in the outside world, and the Brethrem must have mumbered well over 2.000.
In 1731, the Editor of the Gentlemun’s Magazine thought the public sufficiently
interested to have a long article upon Anderson’s first Edition of the Book of
Constitutions. stated to be taken from Grubstreet Journal. October 21. No. 94.
In this connection. generally. I think it is too far fetched to suggest that Cole
was influenced by the rise of the Grand Lodge of the Antients when he brought
out his edition of 1751. He was the Engraver to the premier Grand Lodge,
and certainly was not an Antient Mason. The Engraver to the Grand Lodge
of the Antients two years later was a Brother Evans. who brought out an
Engraved List for the Antients in that year. I cannot see that there is
anything to indicate that any of the printed versions of the DS. Counstitutions,
to which I have referred, were published with a view to esoteric purpores, or
for use as a Lodge Charter.

Another statement by Bro. Carter upon which I desire to comment is
that concerning °*the production of Pocket Companions as substitutes for the
* Constitutions ' for Lodge use.”” Has Bro. Carter any proof in support of this
statement?  Anderson, in 1735, objects to Smith’s Pocket Companion (T'ade
Mecum, as Anderson terms it): it was not because Lodges were buying it, but
because individual brethren were doing so. The Book of Constitutions was the
private venture of James Anderson: it was a money-making concern, and a
second edition was in contemplation. We know that Dr. Rawlinson purchased
a copy of Smith’s Free Masons Focket Companion for 2/-. What does Smith
say about his own Book?! He says. in the Preface:—

‘" At the Desire of a great many of the Brethren I have compriz’d the
History. (which for the most part is extracted from our excellent
Constitution Book) Charges, Regulations, Songs. Account of Lodges,
and several other Articles in Masonry. not to be found in any one of
our Books yet published, in a small Volume easily portable. which
will render what was before difficult to come at. and troublesome to
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carry about. of more extensive use. For it lhas been often remark'd
that great Numbers. especially of the younger Masons. (who have
been desirous of knowing everything relating to the Craft) have been
for a long time frustrated in their Pursuits for want of something of
this kind, which they might have recourse to at any time.”’

Clearly he was catering for a growing demand—in his dedication he refers to
““the great Increase of our Society of late ’—and produced his Book at a
reasonable price.

‘When Bro. J. Scott published the first Edition of his Pocket Companion
in 1754, two years before the third edition of the Boolk of Constitutions. he
stated in his preface. after referring to the necessity for a new edition of the
Book of Constitutions:—

" What has hitherto been spoke of is a Work of Bulk, intended for

Lodges. more than for private Use. There yet wanted all the
necessary Articles, relating to the Society. to be comprized in a
pocket Volume. . . . I trust. my Brethren, for your receiving

this Pocket Companion with your accustomed Goodness and Candour.
as it is truly intended to promote the real Good and Benefit of our
most excellent Society, to make its admirable Principles and worthy
Practises more generally known. and. if possible. to silence the
sneering Critick. and satisfy the unprejudiced Stranger. that a good
Mason and an honest Man are synonymous Terms.'’

From this time. and even before, Pocket Companions appeared at frequent
intervals throughout the remainder of the century in England., Ireland and
Scotland; and from a perusal of the various editions published it seems
tolerably clear that these Books were designed for individual use only. The
miscellaneous contents which made up these Pocket Companions enabled Brethren
to increase their individual knowledge of JMaconry. by studying the principles
and precepts of the Craft outside the Lodge.

At the conclusion of his paper Bro. Carter states that the Grand Lodge
of the Antients made one interesting departure from their custom, and issued a
Warrant of Constitution for a Provincial Grand Lodge; and he refers to that
Document as being unique. It may be so in the sense that it is the only
document of that class which has survived to the present day. but Bro. Carter
has apparently forgotten that the Antients did not circumscribe their activities
in the same manner as he has done his researches in connection with Provincial
Warrants.  Provinces to the Antients did not mean English Provinces. but
world-wide Provinces: and in this wider sense the Grand Lodge of the Antients
had. long before 1781. issued Warrants to Provinces. In all, the Antients
appear to have issued eleven Warrants for Provincial Grand Lodges: five before
1781, one other with the one quoted by Bro. Carter. and four at subsequent dates.
The Warrants were as follows:—
Nova Scotia. to Major Erasmus James Philips in 1757.
Pennsylvania, to William Ball in 1761.
Montserrat and Nevis. to Dr. Thomas Fogarty in 1767.
Minorca. to Alexander MMercer in 1772.
Madras, to a Provincial Grand Committee in 1778.
York. Chester and Lancaster, to Hugh Cheney in 1781.
New York. to Rev., William Walter in 1781.
Andalusia, to a Provincial Grand Lodge in 1786.
Canada (Lower), to H.R.H. The Duke of Kent in 1792.
Canada (Upper), to William Jarvis in 1792,
Jamaica, to Hon. William Blake in 1796.

It mey be noted that there was a Warrant for New York in the same year as
that for York. &c. As a matter of fact, these two Warrants., as well as one
for John Sykes for Madras. were isszued on the same day, viz., 5th September,
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1781. Hence, probably. the printed form. and a simple explanation of what
Bro. Carter has deemed an insoluble puzzle. The system of Provincial Grand
Lodges does not, however, seem to have been suitable for English Lodges under
the Grand Lodge of the Antients. Perhaps this was on account of the social
standing of the members of these Lodges when compared with the Provincial
Grand Masters under the premier Grand Lodge. In my opinion. Bro. Carter
is wrong in his suggestion that the Warrant of 1781 ' was a deliberate move on
the part of the Antients to strengthen their hold on that part of the country.”
If it had been, then certainly other Provinces in England would have been
created. Bro. Dermott was not one to leave anything partly done. and he
must have known that the system had proved itself capable of expansion under
the premier Grand Lodge.

Bro. Geo. W. BULLAMORE writes:—

The Permit that developed into a formal Warrant is of very great interest
for it is a distinctive feature of G.L. Masonry as contrasted with the Masonry
that drew its authority from the Old Charges. With it there developed the
idea of a Lodge with a lMaster in contrast to the older idea of a Master with a
Lodge. Setting aside all irregular makings, the Masonry of the Old Charges
and the Masonry of the Lodge Permit or Warrant form a much better basis for
classification than the terms *‘ Operative and Speculative.”” If ¢ Speculative ”’
means ceremonial Masons, then all Operative Masons were Speculatives. as,
however skilled a man might be at stone-work, he remained a cowan until he
received the Mason secrets by admission to the Guild. As to this Operative
Guild, the Trade Guilds usually had power to admit members of the trade nnd
others, so it is no more surprising that Ashmole was a Freemason than that
Sir Philip Sydney was a grocer. At the time of Ashmole’s initiation the
Freemasons were the governing body of the London trade and no other organisa-
tion of Freemasons is known to have been in existence.

Bro. T. W. Hansox writes:—

Bro. Carter’'s paper on- Provinc.al Warrants provides a standard by
which to judge individual Lodge Warrants like the one in the possession of
No. 61, The Lodge of Probity, Halifax.

Bro. Carter draws attention to the personal character of the Warrant or
‘ Deputation ’ of the pre-1738 period to which No. 61 belongs. Henry. Marquis
of Carnarvon, G.M., and John Ward., D.G.M., are the only Grand Officers
mentioned. We do not everi get the G. Wardens mentioned, The other party
to the presents is simply John Senior. and he has no colleague of any descrip-
tion.

John Senior evidently lcoked upon the document as his personal possession,
for on June 24th, 1763, that is twenty-five years later. the Lodge paid him
10/6 for the old Warrant. They sent the original 1738 Deputation to Grand
Lodge to be exchanged for a mew fair copy. This transaction took two years.
The present Warrant, that is the 1765 copy of the 1738 original. the ' renewed
Warrant > as the Minutes style it, is inscribed ‘‘ His gift >’ of Samuel Spencer,
G.S. Born at Halifax. Yorkshire.

Can he be identified with the Samuel Spencer, Saddler. Fenchurch St..
who subscribed to Caleott’'s ‘* Candid Disquisition.”” 1769?

The G.S. paid the five guineas that Michael Devon. D.G.S.. charged for
illuminating the Deputation. For, in 1763. the Lodge at Halifax sent £2.2.0
as a gratuity to Bro. Spencer. In 1765. along with their letter of thanks. they
“also remit him £2.2.0 as an annual present and £5.5.0 towards purchasing
Candlesticks and Chairs for the Grand Lodge.”
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On this artistic ‘ Devonian ' parchment is the signature CARNARVON
in the top left-hand corner. I surmise that this was cut from the 1738 document
and neatly inlaid into the remewed Deputation, or else the whole parchment is
a palimpsest. :

The date that J. Ward, D.C.ML.. put his hand to the deputation is
August Ist. 1738. The Engraved Lists give the date of constitution as
12 July, 1738. Can this discrepancy in dates be exvlained ?

Is it a peculiarity of the Deputation of John Senior’s that in convening
the Brethren, he had to take special care that the members have been or shall
be regularly made 1Masons? Do you think that as there were in the town
Brethren of the York Grand Lodge. some of them may have petitioned with the
idea of changing their allegiance?

It is hard to say how very valuable the paper is to those like myself who
are trying to squeeze out of an old document all the history of the early days
of the Lodge that it might contain.

Bro. T. M. CARTER writes, in reply:—

The approach to this subject was not altogether an easy matter. and
materials did not lie ready.to hand; of necessity it depended upon much
correspondence with. and kind co-operation of, many others. It was soon clear,
however, that these Provincial Warrants had a definite part in the general
organisation of the Moderns in the latter half of the century, aud that their full
significance could not be appreciated without some comparison with other forms
of ** Constitution.”  But insofar as my secondary thesis came to be the part
played by their Provincial activities in retaining the ascendancy of the Moderns
up to the time of the Union. it did seem that in this limited regard the Foreign
Lodges might be excluded ‘‘as not relevant to our enquiry.”’

I do not deny that these Foreign Provincial Lodges were in just the same
relation to Grand Lodge as were the English Lodges, but their number had not
quite the same bearing on the fortunes of the rival organisations, and had I
attempted to deal thoroughly in detail with those issues. though much interesting
matter might have resulted, it must have delayed the completion of my task for
many months or perhaps years.

Bro. Daynes has added many interesting items to my own bald narrative,
and there is really little of a controversial nature between us: he does not quite
like my suggestion of a conscious avoidance of Warrant issues by the Moderns
until they felt the pressure of Antients rivalry, and I am quite content to leave
the facts to make their own impression on eacl student’s mind.

The fact that the 1723 Book of Constitutions had to hold its own against
other publications of the °* Manuscript Constitutions '’ or ‘* Old Charges ~’ :eems
to me to be a sufficient explanation of that avoidance. and I have no great
objection to the view that the leaders in Moderns Grand Lodge were simply
content with their plan of Deputations and Engraved Lists—and did not
deliberately weigh up the disadvantages of the Irish plan: but. on the other
hand, I do not think we need deny to them the fullest perspicacity and
deliberation in the matter, and a realisation that the issue of a Constituting
Warrant in the Irish form might be held to render the Bool of Constitutions
less important.

That the advent of the Anmntients Grand Lodge was the cause of their
changing this plan is my own contention as well as Bro. Daynes’.

I do not state, as Bro. Daynes surmises, that there are only four
Deputations still in possession' of Lodges—(Bro. Lane himself quotes others in
his essay)—my statement is that of the 47 Deputations mentioned in the 1738
B. of C. four are still in existence.

I cannot quite accept the idea that the surrender of Constitutions
mentioned in the Grand Lodge DMinutes such as I have quoted were ‘ only
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formal verbal acts '—and that no document was returned to which (though
erroneously) the name ‘° Constitution '’ was given: the expression '‘to prevent
the Constitution falling into bad hands,”’ used 22 December. 1748, rather implies
that some material document was being handled. '

Bro. Daynes goes into further and very interesting detail respecting
publications of the Old Charges, relative to my insistence on the significance of
the word ‘‘ printed ’’ in the early Deputations, and admits that the word used
there is for distinction from those other publications.—which is my own pivotal
argument.

I agree that the actual uses to which the publication of the Constitutions
and Charges were put are difficult to prove: it is generally admitted that the
Manuscript Charges in early days had esoteric uses in Lodge,—the Sanction of
1738 B. of C. has the warning ‘" against using any other Book as a Lodge Bool.”
and the Pocket Companion printed the matter of which esoteric use could he
made, and commanded a large sale; I do not contend for more than that.

It is gratifying to have Bro. Hanson’'s kind appreciation of the value of
the material I have been able to collect and it is with a view to helping others
to squeeze out the interest in the old documents that the concise tabular state--
ments have been prepared.

The copy of the 1738 Deputation re-issued to The Lodge of Probity.
Halifax, is more fully dealt with in the part of this paper which is to follow.
It had a wide influence in later Yorkshire issues. Bro. Hanson’s suggestion that
it is a palimpsest is interesting. as one way of accounting for the Carnarvon
signature; but it is certainly not that. In 1738 Deputations were not issued
on vellum of that size—usually they were hand-written on quite a small piece
of paper: much more likely is it for the name to have been copied as nearly
as he could in facsimile by Michael Devon: there is nothing more irregular in
that than in Samuel Spencer, G.S., signing in 1765 his name as ‘* Witness '’ to
a document dated 1738.

Bro. Hanson will notice that the expression ‘“have been or shall be
regularly made Masons’’ is also used in the Rachdale Warrant which is quoted
in full. Tt is a form very commonly used.
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A MODERNS LODGE IN THE HANDS OF
THE ANTIENTS.

BY BRO. GEO. S. ANOUKER, F.I'r.GI.. Sufolk and Jersey.

HEN arranging some Certificates in the Jersey Library, one
issued in 1765 by the ' Moderns’’ Lodge No. 1 particularly
arrested my attention, as it not only was signed by a Senior
and a Junior Deacon but it bore a g in ink. This is a copy
of the Certificate: —

“ And the Darkness Comprehended it not

By the Worshipfull Master. Wardens. Deacons,
and Secretary of the Free And Accepted Masons
No. 1, of the Registrey of the Islands of
Guernsey, Jersey. Alderney & Sark, held in the
Island of Jersey——m8 ———

These are to Certify that the Bearer hereof our Worthy
Brother Philip Benest was properly prepar’d. Duely Enter’d faith-
fully past and Honestly Rais’d a Master Mason in the Above
Worshipfull Body, has behav’'d always very Upright and Conduced
as far as his Abilitys and Endeavours would permit towards the
Maintenance and Support of the Craft & may be Legally Admitted
into any Assembly of DMasons wherever held or Congregated.

Given under the hands & Seal of the Lodge this first
Day of April Year of Salvation 1765 of Masonry

&
Am. D’Aubant Secry.”

5765
To all Mlasons C. Shirreff Aaster
Wherever held Wm. Ellis Sr.]'D W. Brown Sr. }-VV d
or Congregated Phil. Fall Jr. /%" Alexr, Campbell  Jr. /W& ens

These unusual features on a Moderns Certificate warranted further
investigation. but the Lodge having been erased as far back as 1812, and no
books having survived. the prospects of success were mnot promising. Lane
shows that the Lodge was erected in Jersey in 1765, the same year as the
Certificate was issued, under the name of ~ Lodge No. 1"’ and with the original
number of 349. which after the usual renumberings became 197 in 1792, and
further discoveries showed that the Warrant had heen issued by Thomas Dobrée,
Provincial Grand DMaster for the Channel Islands, appointed in 1753 by Lord
Carysfort. Grand DMaster in the Original, or 2MAoderns Grand Lodge.
Thomas Dobrée was a Merchant living in Guernsey, and appears to have
interfered but little in DMasonic affairs in Jersey: in fact. his only recorded
activities in the latter Island are the issue of this Warrant and one other in
1788 for a Lodge called ‘“ Union No. 2.”° The Warrant for Union No. 2 is
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After founding the Lodge No. 1 at Whitchurch, Shirreff was instrumental
in getting four others started in the county, one of which. the Salopian No. 262.
is still in existence: he then procured the appointment of a Provincial Grand
Master, and was himself invested as Deputy, and in this office established a
Provincial organisation, and himself carried out most of the practical business
of the Province. During his tenure of office as D.P.G.M. an incident is
recorded having a direct bearing on his method of working: while presiding
in a Provincial Festival in 1790. an exalted Masonic Visitor. who there is good
reason for concluding to have been RBro. Thomas Dunckerley. at that time
Provincial Grand Jlaster of the mneighbouring Province of Hereford. took
occasion to correct several details in Shirreff’'s working. which naturally started
a dispute, which in time was probably the reason that he was not re-appointed
to the Deputyship, and caused his retirement from the Province.

One can imagine the pained indignation of Bro. Dunckerley. at that time
one of the most prominent men in the Moderns cause. at seeing the practice of
Antient ritual and ceremonies, in what was considered a Modern Provincial
Assembly, and, on the other hand. it is easy to picture the suppressed wrath of
the retired Major, with thirty years of Masonic experience behind him, and his
Ne plus TUltra degree. at being openly corrected when presiding in his own
Province. There was bound to be trouble when two such personalities met.

A significant comment on the subject in dispute is an entry in the
Minutes of the Salopian Lodge, under Shirreff’s jurisdiction. eight months after
this affair: ‘“ Resolved that in future the Lodge be formed with the Wardens
‘““in the West agreeable to the Usage of Grand Lodge—that the office of
"* Deacons be abolished and Stewards appointed in their stead.”” This gives us
a strong hint of the previous customs introducing into the county. by the
D.P.G.AM. who, as far as we can see, was at the foundation of the Whitchurch
Lodge the only person with a working knowledge of the ceremonies,

When constituting this Lodge. he obtained the help of three Master
Masons from Cheshire, and the four of them raised a Fellow Craft of thirteen
years’ standing in that degree: the five then formed the new Lodge and
proceeded to work.

It was no doubt in a somewhat similar manner that he started the Lodge
No. 1 in Jersey, and being on virgin ground he would impress his method of
working on the newly-made Brethren. and it would become the only possible
ritual for the Lodge in the future: and further., the Island being somewhat
isolated in those days from the centres of Masonic knowledge, his system would
be transmitted to future generations. Of this there are hints in several peculiar
details. noticeable in the Island workings to this day. and there is a strong
possibility that in them we have survivals of the customs introduced by Bro.
Shirreff, fresh from America, in 1765.

In laying the foundations of Lodge No. 1 Jersey. it is evident that
Shirreff laid truly and well. for not only did the Lodge last for forty-two years.
but it handed on the succession which has never failed to the present day.
and be it noted. all the Lodges that followed it. down to the TUnion. worked
the Antient system, but. avoiding the error made by the first Master, obtained
their Warrants from the Duke of Atholl.

That Lodge No. 1 continued in the way it started is clearly proved by
the evidence that can be produced for the year 1795. About that time the
Island of Jersey. and the Lodge. were experiencing a period of great prosperity,
owing to the influx of Royalist refugees from France, and a big Military
establishment sent over from England, and we find that the Royal Arch and
Knight Templar degrees were both being conferred under the sanction of the
Craft Warrant. TIn the Vonberg Collection are two silver seals. ome for the
Royal Arch and one for the Knight Templar degree. both being inscribed
“ Lodge No. 1 8t. Heliers Jersey.” which are obviously intended for the
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sealing of certificates of those degrees. As the Lodge took in upwards of forty
candidates, miostly Military officers. in the course of less than two years. these
degrees were probably well patronized.

There is also in the Crowe Collection in Grand Lodge a Craft Certificate
issued by this Lodge to Francis Lauzan and dated 20th November 1795, and
among the members signing it four place R..A.. after their names. one K..T..,
one S..P..R..+, while the letters h.".P.. ccecur after one name and.c..d.. after
another.

We may. I think. fairly conclude that the Antient working initiated by
Bro. Shirreff into this Modern Lodge was so firmly rooted. that it continued
until the end. which came in 1812, when No. 197 was erased from the Register.
By this time. however, there were four active Antient Lodges established in
Jersey, one of them still in existence strong and prosperous, and we may well
express our gratitude to the gallant Major, who. notwithstanding his peculiarities
and his laughable mistakes, planted a seed in the Island that has since borne
good fruit.

NOTES AND QUERIES.

] HE WARRANT OF UNION, No. 2, JERSEY.—The reference
. to this Lodge by Bro. Knocker in his article on Major C.
A QN Shirreff gives the opportunity of printing the following Note by
3 Bro. Charles H. Wilson, the Provincial Grand Secretary. and
a reproduction of the Warrant, from a photograph which he

T has kindly supplied. Bro. Wilson writes:—

The Warrant herewith reproduced is another example of
permission to form a new Lodge being given by a
Provincial Grand Master. Rt. Wor. Bro: T. Dobree was
appointed. 1753. by the Moderns as the first Provincial
Grand Master ‘ for Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sarke
and Arme, in ye British Channell.””  Bro. Charles
Coutanche, first Master of the Union Lodge, No. 2, was
initiated in the Dundee Arms Lodge No. 9. (now Old
Dundee, No. 18) 13th September 1781. The Union
Lodge No. 2. does not appear in Lane’s Masonic Records.
which only gives Union Lodge No. 7, and Bro. Charles:
Coutanche joined this on 24 July 1794, when the name
was rteturned as Charles Coutainch (sic) age 39,
Merchant. Jersey.
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OBITUARY.

1 T is with much regret we have to record the death of the
following Brethren:—

John Anley, of London. on 10th December, 1927. Our
Brother held the rank of P.Pr.G.St.B. for Essex, as well as
L.R.. and L.C.R. He was elected to membership of our
Correspondence Circle in May, 1904.

. T. Foley Bache, of West Bromwich, on 15th December. 1927. Bro.
Bache held the rank of P.Pr.G.D.. and P.Pr.G.S8c.E. He was a Life NMember
of our Correspondence Circle, which he joined in March. 1903,

Arthur George Edward Barnes, of London, on 10th December, 1927.
Our Brother was a member of TUnity Lodge No. 1637 and joined our
Correspondence Circle in Alarch, 1921.

Robert Bridge, of Colwyn Bay, N.Wales., on 25th December. 1927.
Bro. Bridge held the rank of P.Pr.G.D., and P.Pr.G.Treas. (R.A.) for East
Lancs. He had been a member of our Correspondence Circle since June, 1908.

William Jones Greer, of Newport, DMon.. in August, 1927. Our
Brother was a member of Isca Lodge No. 683 and of the R.A. Chapter attached
thereto. He was elected to membership of our Correspondence Circle in
January, 1919,

dohn William Hardy, of Swansea, on 27th June. 1927. Bro. Hardy
was a member of Dr. James Griffith Hall Lodge No. 3161 and of Virtue and
Hope Chapter No. 237. He had been a member of our Correspondence Circle
since June, 1918.

Percy Harrison, I1.C.S., of Allahabad, in 1926. Our Brother held the
rank of P.Dis.G.R., and P.Dis.G.Sc.N., for Bengal. He joined our
Correspondence Circle in March, 1897,

Henry Humphries, of Bath, on 26th December, 1927. Bro. Humphries
held the rank of P.Pr.G.8.B., and P.Pr.A.G.So. He was elected to membership
of our Correspondence Circle in May, 1908.

John Russell Kennedy, of Tokio, on 16th January. 1928. Our Brother
was P.)M. of Tokio Lodge No. 2015. He became a member of our Correspondence
Circle in May, 1919.

Sir George Anthony King, M.A., of London. on 17th January, 1928.
Bro. King had attained the rank’ of Past Grand Deacon and Past Deputy Grand
Registrar (R.A.). He had been a member of our Correspondence Circle since
June, 1908.

William Thomas Knaggs, of Wolsingham, 8.0.. Co. Durham. on 16th
November, 1927.  Our Brother held the rank of P.Pr.G.D., and P.Pr.G.S.B.
(R.A)). He was elected to membership of our Correspondence Circle in May,
1908.
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Nathaniel Phillips Lardner, of London, on 7th February, 1928. Bro.
Lardner held the rank of Past Assistant Grand Standard Bearer, and Past
Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies (R.A.).  He joined our Correspondence
Circle in May, 1916.

Adolph I. Ludiow, of London, on 15th October, 1927. Our Brother was
s member of St. Leonard Lodge No. 1766. He became a member of our
Correspondence Circle in May, 1922,

Duncan Arrol Macfarlane, of Buenos Aires, on 7th October, 1927. Bro.
Macfarlane was a member of Excelsior Lodge No. 617 and of the Chapter attached
thereto. IHe was a Life Member of our Correspondence Circle, which he joined
in October, 1905.

Charles Montchal, of Geneva. on 20th February, 1928, Bro. Montchal
was a member of L’'Union des Coeurs Lodge. He was elected to membership
of our Correspondence Circle in March, 1911.

Rev. Honyel Gough Rosedale, D.D., F.8.A., F.R.8.L., of London, on
14th January, 1928. Our Brother had attained the rank of Past Grand
Chaplain and Past Grand Sojourner. He had been a member of our
Correspondence Circle since May, 1906.

Alfred Edwin Sainsbury, of Alnwick, Northumberland. Bro. Sainsburv
was a member of Alnwick Lodge No. 1167 and of the Morpeth Chapter No. 636.
He was elected to membership of our Correspondence Circle in May, 1918.

George Sidorow, of Helsingfors, in 1927.  Our Brother was a member
of Lodge St. Augustin, and joined our Correspondence Circle in 1923,

Samuel Brook Sykes, of Liverpool, on 9th December, 1927. Bro. Sykes
had attained the rank of P.Pr.G.D.C. He was elected to membership of our
Correspondence Circle in October, 1919.

The Hon. George W. Tyler, of Belton. Texas. on 11th October, 1927.
Our Brother had held office as Grand Master. and had been a member of our
Correspondence Circle since DMarch, 1920.

Edward D. Vanderleith, of Carson City. Nevada.  Bro. Vanderleith
was in office as Grand Secretary. He was elected to membership of our
Correspondence Circle in October, 1911,
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THE QUATUOR .CORONATI LODGE No. 2076, LONDON,
was warranted on the 28th November, 1884, in order

1.—To provide a centre and bond of union for Masonic Students. -

2.~To attract intg,lligent Masons to its meetings, in order to imbue them with a love for Masonic research.

8.—To submit the”discoveries or conclusions of students to the judgment and criticism of their fellows by
means of papers read in Lodge.

4—To submit these communications and the discussions arising therefrom to the general body of the Craft by‘
publishing, at proper intervals, the Transactions of the Lodge in their entirety.
World 5.—To tabulate concisely, in the printed Transactions of the Lodge, the progress of the Craft throughout the
orld.

6.—To make the English-speaking Craft acquainted with the progress of Masonic study abroad, by translations
(in whole or part) of foreign works.

7—To reprint scarce and valuable works on Freemasonry, and to publish Manuscripts, &c.

8—To form a Masonic Library and Museum. y .

9.—To acquire permanent London premises, and open a reading-room for the members.

The membership is limited to forty, in order to prevent the Lodge from hbecoming unwieldy.

No members are admitted without a high literary, artistic, or scientific qualification. '

The annual subscription is one guinea, and the fees for initiation and joining are twenty guineas and five
guineas respectively.

The funds are wholly devoted to Lodge and literary purposes, and no portion is spent in refreshment. The
members usually dine together after the meetings, but at their own individual cost.  Visitors, who are cordially
welcome, enjoy the option of partaking—on the same terms—of a meal at the common table.

The stated meetings are the first Friday in January, March, May, and October, St. John’s Day (in Harvest),
and the 8th November (Feast of the Quatuor Coronati).

At every meeting an original paper is read, which is followed by a discussion.

»

The Transactions of the Lodge, Ars Quatuor Coronatorum, are published towards the end of April, July,
and December in each year. They contain a summary of the business of the Lodge, the full text of the papers read
in Lodge together with the discussions, many essays communicated by the brethren but for whiéh no time can be
found at the meetings, biographies, historical notes, reviews of Masonic publications, notes and queries, obituary,
and other matter. They are profusely illustrated and handsomely printed.

The Antiquarian Reprints of the Lodge, Quatuor Coronatorum Antigrapha, appear at undefined intervals,
and consist of facsimiles of documents of Masonic interest with commentaries or introductions by brothers well informed
on the subjects treated of. :

The Library has now been arranged at No. 27, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, where Member:
of both Circles may consult the hooks on application to the Secretary.

To the Lodge is attached an outer or

CORRESPONDENCE CIRCLE.

This was inaugurated in January, 1887, and now numbers about 3500 members, comprising many of the most
distinguished brethren of the Craft, such as Masonic Students and Writers, Grand Masters, Grand Secretaries, and
nearly 300 Grand Lodges, Supreme Councils, Private Lodges, Libraries and other corporate bodies.

The members of our Correspondence Circle are placed on the following footing:— )

1.—~The summonses convoking the meeting are posted to them regularly. They are entitled to attend all the
meetings of the Lodge whenever convenient to themselves, hut, unlike the members of the Inner Circle, their attendance
i3 not even morally ohligatory., When present they are entitled to take part in the discussions on the papers read before
the Lodge, and to introduce their personal friends. They are not visitors at our Lodge meetings, but rather associates
of the Lodge. ®

2.—The printed Transactions of the Lodge are posted to them as issued.

3.—They are, equally with the full members, entitled to subscribe for.the other publications of the Lodge, such
as those mentioned under No. 7 above.

4,—Papers from Correspondence Members are gratefully accepted, and as far as possible, recorded in the
Transactions. . :

5.—They are accorded free admittance to our Library and Reading Rooms.

A Candidate for Membership in the Correspondence Circle is subject to no literary, artistic, or scientifie
qualification. His election takes place at the Lodge-meeting following the receipt of his application.

Brethren elected to the Correspondence Circle pay a joining fee of twenty-one shillings, which includes the
subscription to the following 30th November.

The annual subscription is only half-a-guinea (10s. 6d.), and is renewable each December for the following year.
Brethren joining 'us late in the year suffer no disadvantage, as they receive all the Transactions previously issued in
the same year. :

It will thus be seen that for only half the annunal subscription, the members of the Correspondence Circle
enjoy all the advantages of the full members, except the right of voting in Lodge matters and holding office.

Members of both Circles are requested to favour the Secretary with communications to be read in Lodge and
subsequently printed. Members of foreign jurisdictions will, we trust, keep us posted from time to time in the current
Masonic history of their districts. TForeign members can render still further assistance by furnishing us at intervals
with the names of new Masonic Works published abroad, together with any printed reviews of such publications.

Members should aiso bear in mind that every additional member increases our power of doing good by
publishing matter of interest to them. Those, therefore, who have already experienced the advantage of association
with us, are urged to advocate our cause to their personal friends, and to induce them to join us. Were each
member annually’ to send us one new member, we should soon be in a position to offer them many more advantages
than we already provide. Those who can help us in no other way, can do so in this.

Every Master Mason in good standing throughout the TUniverse, and all Lodges, Chapers, and Masonie -
Libraries or other corporate hodies are eligible as Members of the Correspondence Circle,



FRIDAY, 4th MAY, 1928

f HE Lodge met at Freemasons’ Hall at 5 p.m.  Present:—Bros.
G. Norman, P.A.G.D.C., W.M.: Lionel Vibert, A.G.D.X., P.M., as
g N\ S W.: J. Walter Hobbs, P.A.G.D.C.. J.D.,, as J.W.; Edward

Armitage, P.G.D.. Treasurer; W. J. Songhurst, P.G.D., Secretary;
Gordon P. G. Hills. P.A.G.Sup.W., P.M., D.C.; W. J. Williams,
I1.G.; Thos. M. Carter, P.Pr.G.St.B., Bristol, Stew.; E. H. Dring,
P.G.D., P.M.; and J. Heron Lepper, P.G.D., Ireland, PO

Also the following members of the Correspondence Circle:—Bros. Ed. B. Holmes,
G. 0. Heron, A, I. House, Arthur Heiron, Ivor Grantham, Jas. W. Butler, W. H.
Pocklington, P.A.G.Pt., Robert Colsell, P.A.G.D.C., F. C. Stoate, F. W. Golby,
P.A.G.D.C., W. Young Hucks, F. B, Box, E. 8. M. Perowne, Gilbert S. Foyle. J. W. V,
Mason, Chas. H. Bestow, A. W. H. Jones. H. A. Matheson, W. T. J. Gun, H.
Johnson, T. H. Thacker, W. Davie, C. A. Austin. E. W. Marson. J. H. Clark, Albert D.
Bowl, Lewis Edwards, L. G. Wearing, F. J. Asbury, P.A.G.D.C., Wm. Lewis, P. H.
Horley, Ed. M. Phillips, H. Bladon. P.G.S8t.B., F. Bare, G. C. Williams, W. Francis,
R. Cropley Davies, Allan Ramsay, Thos. F. Griggs, G. C. Parkhurst Baxter, F. W.
Le Tall, A. Regnauld, C. F. Sykes, R. Wheatley, 1. Nesteroff, G. W. Richmond, E. D.
Side, L. Sykes, A. E. Gurney, B. Ivanoff, W. Brinkworth, ‘W. Emerson, P. T. Leigh,
Geo. D. Pooley, and E. F. Adams.

Also the following Visitors:—Bros. . Adams, Cator Lodge No. 2266; F. W.
Torrens, S8.W., Bond of Friendship Lodge No. 4833; Tom Wood, Stanhope Lodge
No. 1269; Ronald H. Gower, S.D.. Redwood Lodge No. 3411; A, B. Reavis, B.B.
French Lodge No. 15, Washington, D.C.; A. A. Brazier, J.D., Borough of Shoreditch
Lodge No. 3064; Chas. Buckingham, Crays’ Valley Lodge No. 2147; W. H. Leger,
‘Queen Mary’s Lodge No. 3327; and C. W. Hawley, Hygeia Lodge No. 2664.

Letters of apology for non-attendance were reported from Bros. 8. T. Klein,
L.R., P.M.; Gilbert W. Daynes, 8.D.; Rev. H. Poole, P.Pr.G.Ch., Westmorland &
Cumberland, S8.W.; Rodk. H. Baxter, P.A.G.D.C., P.M.; John Stokes, P.G.D.,
Pr.A.G. M., West Yorks.,, P.M.; H. C. de Lafontaine, P.G.D.. J.W.; Rev. W. W,
Covey-Crump, LP.M.; J. T. Thorp, P.G.D., PJM.; F. J. W. Crowe, P.A.G.D.C,,
P.M.; and Cecil Powell, P.G.D., P.AL

The Congratulations of the Lodge were offered to the following Members of
the Lodge and Correspondence Circle. who had been honoured with appointments and
promotions at the recent Festival of Grand Lodge:—Dr. J. H. Barls. Grand Deacon;
Major T. G. L. Lumley Smith, C. J. Drummond, F. W. Hancock, Lieut.-Col. G. 1.
Davys, and George Harvey, Past Grand Deacons; Rev. W. 8. Hildesley, Assistant
Grand Chaplain; Lieut.-Col. R. F. Moresby White, W. G. A. Edwards, G. Trevelyan
Lee, Stanley W. Rodgers, and Herbert Woods. Past Assistant Grand Registrars; A. N.
‘Garrard. Assistant Grand Superintendent of Works; Herbert Dunkerley, Past Assistant
Grand Superintendent of Works; Lionel Vibert, Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies;
L. F. Dunnett, J. G. Robeson, W. F. Cockrell, F. Fisk, H. J. Goodwin, G. E. Leslie,
Peter Lewis, C. A, Loxton, W, A. B. Pailthorpe, and B. Silverston, Past Assistant
Grand Directors of Ceremonies; Herbert Broad, Grand Standard Bearer; J. G. Austin
.and S. W. Heaton, Past Grand Standard Bearers; G. Vere Montague and R. H.
Marks, Assistant Grand Standard Bearers; and R. J. Hennings and W. E. Stiffin,
Past Assistant Grand Standard Bearers.

Four Lodges, one Lodge of Instruction, one Study Circle and one hundred and
fifty-four Brethren were elected to membership of the Correspondence Circle.

Bro. W. J. Wirriams read the following paper:—
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ARCHBISHOP BECKET AND THE MASONS’ COMPANY
OF LONDON.

BY BRO. W. J. WILLIAMS.

i.;-—“ OWARDS the end of 1927 I was searching for Wills of Masons
' N ' and Freemasons registered in the Books kept at the Probate
Registry, Somerset House, and came upon the Calendars
relating to Wills proved in the Commissary Court of London.
Fortunately these Calendars in many cases state the occupations
of the Testators and so it was comparatively easy to select
such grants of Probate and Administration as related to the
Wills and Estates of Masons and Freemasons.

The Calendars consulted go back as far as the year 1374. The Register
known as ‘‘ Courtney’’ covers the period 1374 to 1400 and the three following
are ‘‘ Broun '~ 1401 to 1417, < More '’ 1418 to 1438, ‘“ Prowet’ 1439 to 1449.
Later Registers consulted extend to the year 1603.

Lists of the names and descriptions of Testators who were Masons and
Freemasons, found during the period consulted have been accepted for publication
in 4.Q.C., together with similar lists extracted from the records of the Arch-
deaconry Court of London during the period 1368 to 1781.

The lists of names and occupations were in themselves interesting to us as
Freemasons, but it was questionable whether anything of Masonic interest would
be found by consulting the Registers themselves. These Registers are large
parchment volumes containing copies of the original Wills, made at the time of
Probate being granted.

However, it seemed worth while to look at some of the most anient Wills.
By what may seem a strange coincidence the very first Will I looked at proved
to be of great interest and importance.

It was the Will of William Hancock in the Courtney Register, dated
12th February 1388/9, and proved in the Commissary Court on 4. April 1389.
It may be mentioned that these early Registers are all written in Ecclesiastical
Latin sometimes abbreviated and written in the method of that age, so it is not
always easy to transliterate the writing.

The following is a full copy of the Will as transcribed for me by an
expert in such matters: —

(Extracted from the Register at Probate Registry, Somerset House.)
Commissary Court London 177 Courtney
Will of William Hancock
(N.B.—All abbreviations have been expanded.)

In Dei nomine Amen. Ego Willelmus Hancock mason duo decimo
die mensis Februarii in bona memoria Anno Domini millesimo
CCC LXXXVIII condo testamentum meum in hune modum.
Imprimis lego animam meam omnipotenti Deo beatae mariae matri
ejus et omnibus sanctis et corpus meum ad sepellendium in magno
Cimeterio sancti Pauli Londoni. Ttem lego capellano parrochii
ecclesiae Sanctae Fidis ubi sum parrochianus xiid. Ttem lego
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superiori clerico ejusdem ecclesiae viiid. Item lego subclerico dictae
ecclesiae iliid. Ttem lego fraternitati de masons Londoni fundatae

apud sanctum Thomam de Acres xiid. TItem lego fratribus ordinis
predicatorum et minorum videlicet utrique ordini xxxd. pro umo
Trentale missarum. Ttem Martino Whykham capellano xiid.

Residuum omnium bonorum meorum non legatorum do et lego
Johannae uxori meae ut debita mea acquietet et pro anima mea et
sepulturo corpis mei disponat et ordinet prout videbitur Deo placere
et saluti animae meae proficere hujus autem testamenti mei facio et
ordino dictam Johannam uxorem meam solam executricem et Thomam
Prentys supervisorem hujus autem testamenti mei. In cujus rei
testimonium huic presenti testamento meo sigillum meum apposui.
Datum Londoni die et anno supra dictis.

Probate granted iiij Kals April 1389

It will be noted that William Hancock is described as a Mason and that
the Will includes a legacy in the following words:—

“Ttem lego fraternitati de masons Londoni fundatae apud Sanctum
“ Thomam de Acres XIId.”

This being translated is:—'* Item I bequeath to the Fraternity of Masons London
““ founded at St. Thomas of Acres twelvepence.’

Brother Conder, in his very important Records of the Hole Craft and
Felowship of Masons, London, 1894, had been very much hampered by the fact
that the Company had no records earlier than the seventeenth century although
the grant of Arms of the Masons’ Company of the City of London as granted
in 1472 had been discovered and was reproduced in Brother Conder’s book.

Bro. Vibert in his work Freemasonry before the Era of Grand Lodges,
says “ Our craft is English when it first comes to light in history about 1400
AD.”

In 4 New TView of London (by J. Hatton) published London, 1708, the
following occurs at p. 611:—

Masons Hall, situate in Masons Ally in Bazing hall Street as
you pass to Coleman Street. This Company was Incorporated about
the year 1410, having been called the Free Masons, a Fraternity of
great account who have been honoured by several Kings and very
many of the Nobility and Gentry being of their Society. They are
governed by a Master, 2 Wardens, 25 Assistants and there are 65
on the Livery, the Fine for which is 5/. and that for Steward 10i.
They may take one Apprentice and after chosen Warden 2. Their
Armorial Ensigns are, A:ure on a Chevron between 8 Castles argent.
a pair of Compasses somewhat extended of the Ist. Crest a Castle of
the 2d.

This has been fully extracted as it indicates the idea prevailing in 1708,
.which was not long before the formation of Grand Lodge in 1717.

The date of incorporation could not be given precisely or the expression
““about 1410’ would not have been used.

In Bro. Conder’s book (opposite page 250) is a reproduction of a Plate
in Le Clerc’s Architecture, 1724, with a Dedication beginning:—* To the Master
““and Wardens of the Worshipful Comp*. of 2l aswirs London. May it please
““your Worships. This Company was incorpated in anno 1410 having been
““called the Freemasons.”’

So far as the City of London is concerned several Companies seem to have
emerged into something approaching Incorporation towards the end of the
fourteenth century. For instance, the Mercers Company which Hatton describes
(p. 611) as the first of the twelve Companies is said to have been Incorporated
Anno 1393.  Perhaps the position as to the Chronology of the Companies under
whatever title, Mistery. Craft or otherwise they may have been described, is,
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for the present purpose sufficiently summed up in Townsend's Manual of Dates
(Edn. 1877):—

Companies (England). Trade guilds are mentioned in Judica
(ivitatis Londoniee compiled by King Athelstan. and other Anglo-
Saxon laws: and they therefore existed as early as in 939. The
Company of Steelyard Merchants settled in England before 967, and
the original foundation of the Saddlers’ Company is referred to the
same period. Henry I. (1100-1135) granted a charter to the weavers
and is supposed to have established the first Anglo-Norman guild.
In the reign of Henry II. trade guilds were common institutions,
and their formation was encouraged by that king and his successors
John and Henry III. The Chief Companies styled Honourable
Incorporated A.D. 1327 Goldsmiths: 1327 Skinners; 1345 Grocers;
1365 Vinters: 1394 Mercers: 1430 Drapers (six others follow).

Townsend then gives a list of the other companies (who are styled Worshipful).
1110-1135 Reign of Henry I. Weavers: 1115 Bakers: 1233 Parish Clerks;
1272 Saddlers: 1383 Leather Sellers: 1410 Cordwainers: 1411 Masons: 1417
Cutlers (and about 70 others).

The reference to King Athelstan and the Judica Civitatis Londonie is
interesting. as it may be the foundation for the statement in the Regius Poem
that the Masons Craft came into England in time of good King Athelstone’s
day and was then regulated as by the said Poem appears.

Resuming in the fourteenth century—the following two items indicate the
non-existence at the times mentioned of any definite governing body for the self
regulation of the conduct of members of the Craft.

In Letter book C. of the City of London at fol. XXIII. is a record
translated at p. 38 of H. T. Riley's Memorials of London and London Life
{Longman’s 1868):—

Terms of reconciliation of two Master masons

26 Edward I. A.D. 1298.

On Monday the morrow of St. Laurence (10 Aug.) in the
26th year of the reign of King Edward there came before Henry
le Galeys, Mayor, Thomas Romeyn, William de Leyre, Geoffrey de
Nortone, Walter de Feyingfeud and certain other Aldermen, Master
Simon de Pabingham and Master Richard de Wetham, masons, who
were then reconciled as to certain abusive words which had before
passed between them. And the agreement was to this effect :—that
the said Simon and Richard did grant each for himself that if either
of them should bhe able to give information against the other that
he had by the same abusive words or in deed, committed trespass
against the other, and such person should upon the faith of two
trustworthy witnesses be found guilty thereof, he should give 100
shillings towards the fabric of Londen Bridge: and they further
agreed that in case such person should not do so the Chamberlain
should cause the same amount to be levied &c.

It seems a reasonable inference from this that the old Masonic charge
as to refraining from abusive epithets was not (if it were in existence at all)
capable of being adjudicated upon by any then existing organised body of
Masons. There can be little doubt that an organisation of some sort existed
in respect of that and several trades. Dr. Sharpe in his Introduction to
Husting Wills (Vol. IL., p. 1i.), has a note—“ By one of the new articles for
the government of the City which received the sanction of the King (Edward II.)
in 1319 no inhabitant of the City could be made free of the City except through
a ‘mistery.” "’

The second extract from Riley’s book is translated from the Latin and
Norman-French of Letter Book G. of the City of London, fol. xli. Tt is
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transcribed in Gould's History of Freemasonry, Vol. I.. pages 341-3. and consists
of Regulations for the trade of Masons:—

30 Edward ITI. A.D. 1356.

At a congregation of the Mayor and Aldermen holden on the
Monday next before the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(2nd Feb.) in the 30th year of the reign of King Edward IIL. there
being present Simon Fraunceys, and John Little, Symon de
Benyngtone and William de Holbeche, Commoners, certain articles
were ordained touching the trade of Masons, in these words—
‘ Whereas Simon Fraunceys, Mayor of the City of London, has been
given to understand that divers dissensions and disputes have been
moved in the said City, between the masons who are hewers on the
one hand and the light masons and setters on the other, because that
their trade has not been regulated in due manner by the government
of folks of their trade. in such form as other trades are: therefore
the said Mayor for maintaining the peace of our Lord the King, and
for allaying such manner of dissensions and disputes, and for nurturing
love among all manner of folks, in honour of the said City, and for
the profit of the common people, by assent and counsel of the Alder-
men and Sheriffs, caused all the good folks of the said trade to be
summoned before him, to have from them good and due information
how the trade might be best ordered and ruled for the profit of the
common people. Whereupon the good folks of the said trade chose
from among themselves 12 of the most skilful men of their trade to
inform the Mayor, Aldermen and Sheriffs. as to the acts and articles
touching their said trade, that is to say:—

Walter de Sallynge,
Richard de Sallynge.
Thomas de Bredone,

John de Tyringtone.
Thomas de Gloucestre, and
Henry de Yeevelee,

on behalf of the masons’ hewers.

Richard Joye,

Simon de Bartone,

John de Estone,

John Wylot,

Thomas Hardegray, and

Richard de Cornewaylle,
on behalf of the light masons and setters, the which folks were sworn
the said Mayor, Aldermen, and Sherifis, in manners as follows:—"
[Here Riley sets forth the Regulations agreed on. but for the sake
of brevity I omit them. They are however akin in language to
several of the rules laid down in the Operative Old Charges.]

The point I want to indicate is that up to 1356 the Masons of the City
of London had not erected a domestic tribunal for the purpose of settling their
trade disputes but referred their difficulty to an . outside body.

But in the year 1376 the position had been developed, as evidenced by
the important entries in Letter Book H. of the City of London. extracts from
which I now copy from the printed version edited by Reginald R. Sharpe,
D.C.L., published in MCMVII. Letter Book H. covers the years circa 1375-
1399. The original Letter Book H. however, shows a cancelled entry under
the heading Fremasons. This cancelled entry is not reproduced in the printed
book. A photograph of the cancelled entry and the final entry is reproduced
as part of this paper. Inspection of the original in the Guildhall shows (as does
also the photograph) that an attempt has been made at some time to erase the
cancelled entry; a knife having probably been used. The Clerk of the records,
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Mr. A. H. Thomas. M.A., tells me that he has no doubt the entries referred
to were written in the book at the time of the events recorded just as'minutes
of meetings are kept in our own time. It is curious that at the first time when
the word ° Fremasons ' is known to occur the word should have been cancelled.
The word ‘ Fremasons ' as a consequence does not occur in the Index or text
of Letter Book H. as printed.

At pages 273-274 of printed Letter Book H. are lists of Masters of
Misteries sworn, and our Craft was thus represented:—

Masouns, John Clifford, Thomas Mallynge, Simon atte Hoke, John
Westcote. Henry Wrylot, sworn the 13th August 10 Richard II.
(A.D. 1386).

This entry brings us up nearly to the date of William Hancock's Will,
1388, and it is noteworthy that the Masons named and sworn were described
as Masters of that Mistery.

The Will of William Hancock tells us where that 2Alistery or as he
describes it the Fraternity of Masons London met or was founded, namely:
“ fundate apud Sanctam Thomam de Acres.”

When I showed Bro. Songhurst the copy of William Hancock’s Will he
asked me why it was that Masons were associated with St. Thomas of Acres.
It is fairly well known that St. Thomas the Apostle is depicted as holding a
square. This may have arisen from the fact that he refused to believe ualess
he personally tried and proved the reality of a certain incident: but the Saint
before us was not the Apostle, but St. Thomas of Acres.

The remainder of this paper is mainly the result of that question put to
me by Bro. Songhurst.

ST. THOMAS DE ACON (Or Acre).

The Hospital of St. Thomas de Acre stood in Cheapside and has its
records for several centuries. The devotion paid to the shrine of Thomas Becket
at Canterbury and his alleged but apparently apocryphal connection with the
Holy Land are well-known. His mother was said to be the daughter of a
Saracen who fell in love with Gilbert Becket, his father, when he was a captive
in Palestine and afterwards followed him to London. Thomas was born A.D.
1119 and was slain A.D. 1170.

To this day there is exhibited outside the entrance, at 87, Cheapside,

to the Mercer’s Hall a tablet thus inscribed:—‘ Thomas a Becket was born |
in a house | near this spot.”” The building which existed at the time of the

fire of 1666 was then practically demolished. The 29th December, 1170, 1s
commemorated as’ the day of St. Thomas of Canterbury. There was also a
Feast of the Translation of St. Thomas the Martyr on 7th July. The Records
of the Mayors Court date certain tramsactions by reference to that Feast (see
Calendar of Pleas and lemoranda Rolls by A. H. Thomas. M.A., 1926, p. 255).
When the Mayor and Aldermen in the absence of King Edward III. abroad in
1338 presented a scheme for safeguarding the City it was provided that the
wickets should be closed all night till prime sounded at:St. Thomas of Acre
when they shall be open till sunrise at which time the great Gates are opened.
(Calr. as before, p. 189.)

From the Patent Rolls much information can be gleaned as to this House.

In the printed volume Edward III. 1330-4, references appear to Protec-
tions given to the Master of the Brethren of the Hospital there for collecting
alms in England, Wales and Treland. Licenses in Mortmain enabling the Master
and Brethren to hold land are at pages 422 and 537 in the same volume. The
first, dated 23 April 1337, is for alienation by Walter de Salynge to find a
Brother as Chaplain, ete.

Passing over many intervening entries we find in 1383 (Patent Rolls 7
Richard II. Septr. 26) Protection from arvest for Simon atte Hoke and T alter
Walton, stonemasons, held by the Master of this Hospital of St. Thomas the



Archbishop Becket and the Masons’ Company of London. 135

Martyr of Acon London for the work of rebuilding his church from devotion to
the Saint who is said to have been born and educated in that Hospital. The
above names, Walter de Salynge, Simon atte Hoke, and Walter Walton, are
noteworthy.

On 12th February, 1388, William Hancock, Mason, made his Will by
which he gave to the Fraternity of Masons London founded at St. Thomas de
Acres the sum of XIId. (Calendar of Wills proved in Commissary Court of
London Register Courtney, fol. 177.)

The Will of Walter de Salynge, dated 11th December. 1339, is noted in
Dr. Sharpe’s Husting Wills. part 1. at p. 436. He gave to the Master and
Brethren of St. Thomas the Martyr of Acon London a gift charged with
maintenance of a charity to the said IHouse of St. Thomas. The names Walter
de Sallynge and Richard de Sallynge appear in the Masons Regulations of A.D.
1356 as the first two most skilful men of their trade (hewers) chosen to inform
the Mayor, etc., as to the Acts of Articles touching their trade. (See Riley’s
Memaorials of London, p. 280.) Ile is quoted by Gould at Vol. I.. p. 342. It
would seem a fair inference that the above Walter and Richard de Sallynge were
relatives of Walter de Salynge whose Will is above referred to.

Simon atte IToke above mamed was sworn on 13th Aungust, 1386, as one
of Five DMasters of the Misteries under heading ‘* Masouns.’”’

Walter Walton (maceon) was appointed 26th November, 1397, to be chief
Surveyor of all stonecutters and masons for the King’s works in England with
the usual fees (By Bill of Treasurer). (21. Richard II.., part 2. m. 27.) He
had also been appointed (with others) to arrest the masons, etc., necessary for
the repair and fortification of the Castle of Porchestre.  (29th April. 1396.
Patent Rolls. 19 Richard II., part II., m. 14.)

The Fraternity of St. Thomas of Acres was put an end to in the reign
of Henry VIIIL., who sold the site to the Mercers’ Company in 1541 for
£9€9. 17. 6.

Dugdale’s Monasticon, vol. 6, part 2. at p. 645-6 gives a precise account
concerning the Hospital of St. Thomas of Acon or Acres, London. It was
founded by Thomas Fitz Theobald de Helles and Agnes his wife, Sister of
Thomas Becket Archbishop of Canterbury, in the latter end of King Henry the
Second in honour of the Blessed Virgin and the said Archbishop now styled
Saint and Martyr. It was built upon houses and land formerly belonging to
Gilbert Becket, Father to the Archbishop, and whereon his famous son was born.

This Hospital consisted of a Master and Seven Brethren professing the
rule of St. Austin but were of a particular order. Mlitiae Hospitalis S. Thomas
Martyris Cantuariensis de Acon, being a branch of the Templars.

An Act of Parliament confirming the Title of the Mlaster and Brethren
is at p. 647 in Dugdale (Rot. Parl. 23 Henry VI., n. 20).

Dugdale gives a list of the Masters commencing with Thomas Sallowe
who died in 1371.

Annexed to the acknowledgment of Supremacy 1534. which at the time
Dugdale wrote was in the Chapter House, Westminster, is an impression of
the Common Seal of this Hospital representing two male figures, one an Arch-
bishop seated, the other half length addressing him.

(Legend). SIGILL. COMMUNE. CAPITULI. FRATRV. BEATI.
THOME. MARTIRIS. LOND.

This seal is illustrated on the Title page and cover of a book called
" Some account of the Hospital of St. Thomas of Acon in the Cheap, London,
and of the plate of the Mercers’ Company > by John Watney, F.S.A. Privately
printed London 1892. (British Museum, reference 4705 g. 25.) The book has
now been added to the Lodge Library.

(Watney says at p. 6.) The order of the Knights of St. Thomas probably
very early became merged in that of the Templars with which it was from its
beginning intimately connected but did not share the fate of its more opulent
brethren.  The Preceptories of the Templars were destroyed. of the Knights

-some suffered death and imprisonment, all were disgraced and the order was
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effectively disbanded: but the Hospital in the Chepe continued in honour and
prosperity.

(p- 7.) The principal houses or hospitals of the order abroad were in
Nieosia in Cyprus and at Acre or Acon. The Hospital at Acre fell after that
town was taken.

The great Abbey of St. Thomas the Martyr in Dublin is said to have
belonged originally to the order of the Knights of St. Thomas,

(p. 7.) The Hospital of St. Thomas in Cheapside in London with which
we have more immediate concern was founded by the sister of St. Thomas a
Becket about 20 years after his death.

(p. 9.) The fraternity of Mercers, not yet incorporated, were constituted
patrons of the Hospital and their connection with it continued for upwards of
300 years until the Hospital was suppressed at the Reformation.

(p. 16.) The Hospital was the place of meeting of the Livery Companies
on many solemn occasions during the civic year.

(p. 46.) Refers to the Will of William Weste. marbeler, dated 20th April,
1453. (See Sharpe’s Hustings TWells, Vol. II., 562.). By that Will the
Testator gave a tenement to the then Master of the Hospital so that prayers
might be made for the Testator and his relatives.

(pp- 94 and 95.) By letters patent Ist July TI. Henry VIII. (1519}
License was granted to the Mercers’ Company to retain and hire William Thorne,
freemason, then being in their work, and twenty other persons freemasons and
also bricklayers. carvers, joiners and other artificers, wheresoever they could get
them within the realm, so that the same freemasons and artificers should not be
taken from the King's works.

At p. 118 Watney refers to Wriothesly in his Chronicle. vol. 1. p. 87,
under the date 1538, as stating that the Image of St. Thomas a Becket which
stood at the High Altar of St. Thomas of Acres in London was taken down by
Tord Cromwell’s commandment. and all the glass windows in the said Church
that was of his story were taken down with the image of his putting to death
that was at the altar, where the saying was that he was born also, so that there
should be no more mention made of him mnever,

It was also ordered that all images and pictures re Becket were to be
plucked down throughout the whole realm. In the Liber Albus the name of
the Archbishop is crossed out in every place where it appeared. A statue of
St. Thomas in his Chapel in Westminster Abbey has, however, survived till now.

On the 20th October, 1538, the Iospital was surrendered to the King.
On the accession of Mary the Image of St. Thomas taken down in 1538 was
again set up by order of the Mercers’ Company. A new picture of St. Thomas
of Canterbury over the street door cost £4. 8. 6. in 1554, but was almost
immediately mutilated and thrown down entirely in 1559.  (Wriothesly’s
Chronicle.)

Now that we are aware of the connection of the Masonic Fraternity with
St. Thomas of Acon it may be possible to find another explanation of the
question raised by Bro. Conder in his paper on ‘‘The Masons’ Company of
London ' (4.(.C. xxvil., pp. 83, 84 and 85). Among the ordinances dated
1481 (in Letter Book I..) 1s one “ That freemen of the said craft mistery or
“ science shall on the Feast of Holy Trinity or within 10 days of the same
" assemble together and choose Wardens.”’

Bro. Conder suggests that this time might have been chosen because in
1463 the Company obtain from the Prior and Convent of the Holy Trinity,
Aldgate. a lease of ground, afterwards known as Masons Alley, on which they
afterwards erected their Hall.

** That they looked upon the Holy Trinity in place of a Patron Saint is
© quite possible as we find so late as 1665 the streamer of the Holy Trinity was
‘" carried by the Company in its processions.”

Bro. Gordon Hills in the subsequent discussion at p. 92 says that the
earliest formal notice of the Festival of Ioly Trinity occurs in England in 1162
under Archbishop Becket.
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In point of fact that Festival is said to have been originated by Becket.
His shrine was in the Chapel of the Holy Trinity at Canterbury.

Seeing that the Fraternity of Masons, London, met at St. Thomas of
Acons. which was a building specially associated with Becket it seems mnot
unlikely that the display of the aforesald Streamers was instituted in honour
of Becket the founder of the sald Festival. Gervase of Canterbury in his
Chronicle printed in the Rolls Series (B.M. 2073 [73]) is authority for the
statement that Becket instituted the Feast of the Trinity.

At p. 82 of Bro. Conder’s paper (..Q.C. xxvii.) reference is made to
the custom of wearing the livery and he quotes authority dating such custom
from 21 Edward TV. (1481). Also. at p. 84, “ The Masons, however, before
““having their Ordinances passed and their right to a Livery accepted, had in
‘“the year 1472 a grant of Arms.”

It appears from the Will of the before mentioned Walter Walton, Mason,
dated 16th August, 1418, that he bequeathed ‘‘to Thomas Poynts mason my
livery cloak of my old and free mystery.”

Tt seems therefore clear that the Livery was worn by the Fraternity or
mystery as early as 1418 and that the Regulations of 1481 recognised a long
existing custom.

The following is a copy (omitting verbiage) of a translation of the Will
of the said Walter Walton.

It is taken from the Latin of the Register Marche (fol. 42, p. 332) of
Wills proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. The Register is kept in
the Probate Registry at Somerset House.

(The original translated extract was made for me by DMr. R. M. Glencross,

Trinity College. Cambridge.)

Walter Walton. citizen and mason of London.
Testament dated 16 August 1418, 6 Henry V.

To be buried in the church of St. Andrew of
Barnardes '-castell London. To the fabric of

the nave of the said church for my burial there

6s. 8d. To high altar of said Church for

tithes &c. forgotten 4s. On the day of my burial
four torches and two wax tapers to burn round my
body. To every Chaplain at my burial 6d.

To Parish Clerk of said Church 6d. To the new
work of St. Paul 6s. 8d. The 16s. 8d. which

my brother John W. owes me, I leave to the re-
building and sustaining of a certain Chapel called
Lee in co. Glouc. To my wife Joan in name of her
dower. the half of her goods and all hustilments
etc. for chamber and kitchen. To John Oldlond
my prentice at the end of his time one hewing axe
and 6 irens for masonry. For a trental of St.
Gregory in due form 13s. 4d. Immediately after my
death by each order of Friars in London 30 masses.
To each servant of mine 2s.

To the brotherhood [Fraternity] of my art 6s. 8d.
To Ralph Oldlond mason my compass being at Shene.
To Thomas Poynts mason my livery cloak of my old
and free mystery.

To John Croxton mason my best compass.

To Richard Brente my largest compass.

I forgive John Gerard carpenter 8s. 8d. he owes me
and I leave to Joan his wife 6s. 8d.

To John Forester one of my cloaks.

To Walter Gunnyng 40s.

! Baynards.
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Rest of goods to my executors viz ‘my said wife’
“Joan’ and Henry Jolypas clerk and to the said
Henry 20s. Supervisor Thomas Craddoke clerk and to
him 13s. 4d.
Dated at London
Proved 6 Octr. 1418 by Joan relict and executor.
The other executor viz. Henry Jolipas refusing.

The Latin of this Will is given in the Appendix to this paper.

I venture to submit that this Will is very interesting. Tt contains a
bequest of 6s. 8d. to the Fraternity: disposes of his compass; his best compass:
and his largest compass as well as the livery cloak of his old and free mystery.
Although dated 1418, it is the Will of a man who was actively engaged working
as a Mason at St. Thomas of Acons so far back as 1383: a DMason who was,
as we have seen, in 1397 appointed Surveyor of all Stonecutters and Masons for
the King’s works in England.

In Rymer’s Federa vii., 794. a deed is printed dated in 1395 as to the
repair of Westminster Hall and as so printed refers to Henri Zeneley (=Yevele)
and Watkin Waldon ‘“son Wardein.” I have inspected the actual original
deed at the Record Office and find the surname is there given as Walton (not
Waldon. as printed in Rymer). Watkin is a diminutive of Walter. The
title of Warden conferred upon him is notable.

By the Will dated 1st October, 1412, of the before mentioned Thomas
Cake alias Thomas Malling, Citizen and Cementarius of London (proved in the
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, Register Marche, fol. 28, p. 217) a legacy of
10s. was given to the fabric of St. Thomas de Acon next the Conduit. Probate
was granted by the Prerogative Court of Canterbury on 25th September, 1413.
The Will was also enrolled in the IHusting Court, but I think this particular
bequest is not in the extracts edited by Dr. Sharpe.

By the Will dated 5th August, 1411, of the before mentioned John Clifford,
citizen and cementarius, London, of the Parish of St. Paulinus Olave Southwark,
Badulpho Becheford, mason, was a legatee and an Executor.

The Will was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury on 17th
September, 1417, and is registered in Register Marche, fol. 38, p. 301.

(These Wills of Thomas Malling and John Clifford are referred to as
those persons were mentioned in Letter Book H.)

The Will of John Kent (or John of Kent) dated 23rd June. 1453. was
proved in the Commissary Court of London in June, 1453. (Register Sharp,
fol. 108.

I—I?e describes himself as ‘“mason of London  and directs that his body
is ““ to be buried wythin that holy place of Seynt Thomas of Akyrs of London.”

It would be unwise to rely much upon any inferences drawn from the
existence of legacies to the structure of St. Thomas of Acres, or the expression
of a desire to be buried in that place. They are, however. part of the
circumstances connected with the locality and have some weight as well as
interest.

Bishop Hugh Latimer has the following quaint anecdote which may serve
to enlighten a somewhat dreary narration. In his Sermons published by the
Parker Society the following occurs at p. 201:—

I had rather ye should come of a naughty mind to hear the
word of God for novelty, or for curiosity to hear some pastime, than
to be away. I had rather ye should come as the tale is by the
gentlewoman of London: one of her neighbours met her in the street,
and said, °° Mistress whither go ye?’  *‘Marry,”" said she, “I am
going to St. Thomas of Acres to the sermon: I could not sleep all
this last night, and I am going now thither: I mnever fail of a good
nap there.”” And so I had rather ye should go a napping to the
sermons, than not to go at all. For with what mind soever ye come,
though ye come for an ill purpose, yet peradventure ye may chance
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to be caught or ye go; the preacher may chance to catch you on his
hook.

Evidently the closing years of the fourteenth century were fruitful years in
the development of the Masonic Society, as well as in the general history of
England. Geoffrey Chaucer, the great English poet, was active in the period
and was writing his Canterbury Tales and so maintaining. or rather recording,
the then paramount importance of the cult of 8t. Thomas of Canterbury.

Chaucer himself was London born and for a time was Clerk of the King’s
Works as appears by the fact that in the Museum of the Record 