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Ars Quatnor @ovonatorum,
BEING THE T RANSACTIONS or THE

Quatuor Coronati Lodge of A.F. & A.M., London.

No. 2076.

WEDNESDAY, 6th JANUARY, 1904.

HE Lodge met at Freemasons’ Hall at 5 p.m. Present:—Bros. Admiral Sir A.
H. Markham, P.Dis.G.M. Malta, W.M.; E. J. Castle, I.P.M.; Rev. Canon J. W.
Horsley, 8.W.; G. L. Shackles, J.W.; W. H. Rylands, P.A.G.D.C., Sec.; E.
Armitage, P.D.G.D.C,,8.D.; F.J.W.Crowe, Steward, as J.D.; R. F. Gould, P.G.D.,
D.C.; E.A.T.Breed,as I.G.; Sir C.Purdon Clarke, P.M.; Lt.-Col. 8. C. Pratt, P.M.;
and W. J. SBonghurst, Assistant Secretary and Librarian.

Algo the following members of the Correspondence Circle :—Bros. W. H.
Stocks, G. T. Phillips, G. P. G. Hills, B. McNeill, F. W, Mitchell, E. Halford, Major J. A. C. Gibbs,
A. 8. Gedge, A. Oliver, A. Simner, W. Morant, Rev. H. F. Oliver, J. Peschek, T. Taylor, J.G.D.;
C. W. P. Hollingbery, F. Weiss, F. A. Powell, P.G.St.B.; B. H. Springett, J. P. Richards, D. Bock, J. W.
Odell, A. H. Belstead, E. A. Kendall, R. 8. Ellis, J. D. Hamlyn, W. Felton, F. Mella, H. Kemball, J. A.
Webb, F. Stétzer, S. R. Clarke, L. Danielsson, C. Isler, A. G. Hamilton, J. H. F. K. Scott of Gala, A.
Fisher, W. A. Brown, E.J. Mason, C. F. Appleton, F.J. Allan, 8. Walsh Owen, H. King, H. White,
J. F. Henley, 8. Meymott, H. Mercer, A. Schmerl, H. Bladon, G. C. Kent, T. B. Roberts, T. H. Dey,
Rev. C. E. L. Wright, P.G.J.D.; J. W. C. Clarke, A. Henning, Rev. W. E. Scott-Hall, and W. Coghill.

Also the following visitors :—Bros. E. J. Gairdner, J.D. St. Clement Dane’s Lodge, No. 1351;
L. Hughes, Cestrian Lodge No. 425; P. R. S8imner, Apollo University Lodge No. 857; D. G. Faller,
Abercorn Lodge No. 1549; F. Gubbins, P.M. Carnarvon Lodge No. 708; W. Prows Broad, W.M.
Pythagorean Lodge No. 79; H.J. Mayell, Arcadian Lodge No.2696; H. White, W.M. St. Stephens
Lodge No. 2424 ; and T. Leete, P.M. City of London Lodge No. 90J.

One Lodge and fifty-threo Brethren were ndmitted to the Membership of the Correspondence
Circle.

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Bros. H. le Strange, Pr.G.M. Norfolk;
@G. Greiner, A.G.8.G.C.; E. Conder, jun.,, J. T. Thorp, Dr. Chetwode Crawley, S.G.D. Ireland;
W.J. Hughan, P.G.D.; J. P. Rylands, H. Sadler, F. H, Goldoey, P.G.D.; W. M. Bywater, P.G.8.B.;
and L. A. de Malczovich,



2 Transactions of the Quatuor Coronat: Lodge.

The W.M. proposed and the 8.W. seconded as a joining member of the Lodge, Bro. J. Ross
RosrrTsoN, of Toronto, Canada. Past Grand Master of Canada, Past Grand Warden of England,
Representative of the Grand, Lodge of England, etc., ete. Author of “Talks with Craftsmen,”
‘“ History of the Cryptic Rite,”” ““ History of the Knights Templars of Canada,” aud the * History
of Freemasonry in Canada from 1749, and Embracing a General History of the Craft” (2 vols.),
1899, etc., etc.

The Exhibitions were :—

By Bro. Mitohell, a large coloured Print of Masonic Emblems, published August 10th, 1838.
Presented to the Lodge.

By Bro. J. W. Stevens, Pull from same plate as the last exhibit. This plate has quite recently
been found in the cellars of a Publishing firm in London. Presented to the Lodge.

By Dr. Lake, Grand Deacon’s Apron and Collar, with Collar Jewel~date probably aboat 1830 to
1840.
Grand Officer’s (R.A.) Apron, Sash and Collar of same date.

R.A. Breast Jewel dated 1797, owned later by *C. H. Bicknell,” and later still by a member of
the Prince of Wales’ Chapter (warranted 1824), who was a Grand Officer and owner of the above
clothing.

MS. Ritual (R.A.) belonging to same brother : all presented to the Lodge.
By Bro. A. Henning, M. M. Certificate granted by Lodge I’Amitié of Boulogne, to Stevens Felix

Cullen of Donnington, Lincolnshire, 30th December, 1839; with Apron, Sash and Breast Jewel. Also
a case, probably made to carry Masonio clothing, worked in wools and beads on canvas.

By Bro. F. A. Powell, * Finch "’ M.M. Apron, edged with dark blue, but light blue flap. Printed
from an engraved plate with Certificate in blank.

M.M. Certificate granted by Lodge “ Les Frires unis régénérés ” of Marseilles, to Johu Lark ef
Gorleston, Norfolk (sic) 17th May, 18562.

By Bro. G. W. Davis, Newark, New Jersoy, a large China plate issued as a Souvenir of the
Jubilee in 1903 of the Northern Lodgo No. 25 of Newark, New Jersey, U.8.A.: presented to the Lodge.

By the Lodge,

Circular perforated jewel, dated 1763, with Masonic emblems on both sides.

Large R.A. jewel, dated 1829, bearing the name of Charles Stainton, Mount Zion Chapter No. 241,

Small R.A. jewel, dated 1838, Tate, Regent Strect, fecit. ’

Ry Bro. Cohm, “Ecoe Orienti,”” or the Rites and Ceremonies of the Essenes. New York 1872,
6th Edition.

By Bro. Monson, a facsimile of the Print called * Melencolia,” by Albert Diirer : presented to
the Lodge.

By Bro. Gairdner, a very handsome painted Miniature of a King, robed and holding the Sceptre
and Orb, set in a paste star. Originally belonging to an ancestor of his wife, named Teesdale, who was
a prominent Mason in the early part of the 19th century.

By Bro. Clarke, 18t Edition, 1741, of the German Translation of Anderson’s Constitutions.

The S2cretary announced that he bad procured the necessary dispensation for altering the date
of the meeting, it having been found impracticable to hold it on the 1st of January.

Bro. F. J. W. Crowz read the following paper :—
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COLOURS IN FREEMASONRY.

BY BRO. F. /. W. CROWE.

= 2a~<_~ HAVE many times heard brethren ask “Why has blue been so
generally adopted as the Masonic colour ?”’ and from time to time I
have given tho matter some consideration as any stray facts appeared
to give light on the subject, and the present paper gives the results of

my own opinions and theories thus formed, as well as some general
facts which I hope will be of interest.

Much has been written on colour symbolism by both Masonio
and profane authors, and amongst the former, notably by Bro. Dr. Oliver, who with
great learning cormbined a very vivid imagination, and like so many other commentators
read into his subject many things that never occurred to the originators of the
system.

White, the original colour of the apron, has doubtless beez always considered an
emblem of purity, for such an idea seems naturally to spring to the mind when we look
at a lily, or at newly fallen snow, but it seems difficult to understand why the blue
fringe on the edge of the white initiatory garment of an Essene should prove to be *“an
incitement to personal holiness.” Amongst the Druids the sacred colours of white, blue
and greeun, were understood to be respectively typical of Light, Truth and Hope.

In the Royal Arch ceremonial colour symbolism is thus enlarged upon. ¢ Blue
is one of the most beautiful and durable colours in nature. It is the adopted and
appropriate colour of our ancient Brethren in Craft Masonry, for it is the distinguishing
characteristic of our Institution that it has stood the test of ages, and that it is as
much distinguished by the durability of its material or principle as by the beauty of its
superstructure. This colour is an emblem of universal Benevolence and Friendship,
and instructs us that in the m:nd of a Mason those virtues should be as expansive as
the blue arch of Heaven itself.”

Of parple, we are told it is “an emblem of Union—purple being formed by the
union of blue and red ;” and of scarlet that it is “ an emblem of imperial dignity.”

I believe myself, however, that all this symbolism has been invented after the
fact, and that the originators of our Masonic usage drew their inspiration from a much
simpler source.

Briefly, my theory is this: —The colour of the Grand Officers clothing was
adopted from the ribbon of the Most Noble Order of the Garter. The Grand Stewards
from the second national order—the Most Honourable Order of the Bath. The Scottish
Grand Lodge undoubtedly copied the ribbon of the Most Ancient and Most Noble Order
of the Thistle, and the Grand Lodge of Ireland anticipated the formation of the Most
Illustrious Order of the St. Patrick in 1788 by sclecting light blue—thus accidently
completing the series, although [ would suggest that light blue may in all probability
have been chosen merely to mark a difference from the English Grand Lodge. In like
manner I believe the light blue of our own private Lodge clothing was by a natural
sequence of ideas to contrast with the deeper colour of Grand Lodge attire and was
adopted not very long after the last named became the rule.
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My reasons for these conclusions are as follow. The first mention of colour that
I know of is in the resolution of Grand Lodge of June 24th, 1727, by which the
Worshipful Master and Wardens of all private Lodges were ordered to wear *the
jewels of Masonry hanging to a white ribbon,” so that blue was evidently not coeval
with the formation of the Grand Lodge of 1717. 1In the engraved portrait of Anthony
Sayer, the first Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 1717, copied from the painting by
Joseph Highmore, the apron is certainly plain white without any addition, thus showing
the absence of colour to be universal for all ranks. This is the earliest known
representation of our apron. The next resolution on the subject was on March 17th,
1731, by which the Master, Wardens and members of private Lodges were ordered
to wear white leather aprons lined with white silk; the Grand Stewards’ aprons and
collars of red silk; and the Grand Officers to wear gold or gilt jewels pendant to
blue ribbons about their necks, and white leather aprous lined with blue silk. Bro.
Sadler infers that the first change in the Grand Lodge clothing was made about 1726,
but it is only authorised in 1731. No shade of blue is specifically mentioned, but a
reference to the Rawlinson MSS. in connection with ¢ The order for aprons, at the
Constitution of the Lodge at the Prince of Orange’s Head in Mill Street Southwark
given by Tho: Batson Esq". D.G.M. 1734 " seems to settle the point. It quotes:

“ Two Grand Masters aprons Lined with Garter blue silk, and turn’d ov(r
two inches, with white silk strings.
Two deputy (irand Masters aprons turn’d over one inch & }: ditto.”

Here the connection with the colour of the Order of the Garter is most clearly
indicated, and I think there is little doubt that the then members of our fraternity
thought that they were adopting a colour which, as the badge of the most famous
Order of Knighthood in Christendom, added to their dignity and increased the growing
prestige of the Grand Officers. If a fuither reason is needed it may be found in the
fact that two Grand Masters previous to this date were Knights of the Garter, i.e., John,
Duke of Montague, G.M. in 1721, and Charles, Duke of Richmond, G.M. in 1724; and
Bro. Henry Sadler informs me that the Duke of St. Albans and the Earl of Chesterficld
were both Knights of the Garter and craftsmen, whilst Bro. John -Austis, of the
University Lodge (to which Dr. Desaguliers and many other notabilitics belonged), was
Registrar of the Order of the Garter. I may also mention, as a side light on the
subject, that in 1765 garters (of purple, indented with pink), are described as part of
the Royal Arch clothing. For the information of those members of our circle who
may not know of these MSS., I may state that the “Rawlinson MSS.” consists of
& number of Masonic scraps and mnewspaper references collected by Dr. Richard
Rawlinson and preserved in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. Dr. Rawlinson was a
Fellow of the Royal Society, as well as a zealous member of the Fraternity, and was
a Grand Steward in 1734 There are various allusious to the Garter, both in our
ceremonies and early literature, which would seem to imply a connection of ideas in the
minds of the brethren. Bro. Rylands says in his paper on “The Masonic Apron”
(4.Q.C., vol. v., p. 181), ““In the portrait of Thomas Dunckerley, published in 1789, he
is represented wearing an apron . . . . edged with ‘garter-blue.’” If then it
seems reasonable to assaume that the acceptance of *garter-blue” was made purposely,
it is only a natural sequence of thought that when they desired to make some
difference in the clothing of the Grand Stewards, they should turn to the second great
National Order of the Bath for their next colour. Since I read this paper in open
Lodge, I have had the gratification of finding that Bro. Sadler also favours my views as
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to the origin of colours. He also has most kindly allowed me to quote some particulais
as to the Red Apron from his forthcoming *Memorials of the Globe Lodge No. 23,"—
an interesting volume which should speedily require a second edition. Bro. Sadler
writes :—¢‘I think it quite probable that about the year 1728, the Grand Master, as a
further inducement for brethren to serve the office of Grand Steward, gave a verbal
sanction to their being distinguished from the ordinary Masters and Wardens, and that
this sauction was formally ratified by the Grand Lodge on the 17th of March, 1732.
The Most Honourable Order of the Bath, after having been many years in abeyance,
was revived by George II. on the 17th of June, 1725, on which day thirty-six Knights
were installed, at least five of whom were active members of the Craft, headed by the
Duke of Montague (who was appointed by the King to be Grand Master of the revived
Order), followed by the Duke of Richmond, the Earl of Deloraine, the Earl of Inchiquin
(Grand Master 1726), and Sir Thomas Coke, who, as Lord Lovell, was installed Grand
Master in 1731.” The before-mentioned John Austis was also appointed Genealogist
and Herald of Arms of the Order of the Bath on its revival. As to Scotland, there can
be no doubt that the green of the Order of the Thistle was deliberatcly selected.

In Ireland my learned friend and brother, Dr. Chetwode Crawley, says that the
light blue clothing of Grand Lodge has never been altered in shade. He also says that
the ribbons of the seals on original Lodge warrants of 1730-1 are still in existence, so
that the exact shade is known which was then in use.

Bro. Crawley thinks that the uses of the Grand Lodges of England and Ireland
were then identical, but whilst it is with the greatest diffidence that I venture to differ
from so profound a student of our Art, it does not seem to me that there is any proof of
this as far as colour is concerned, nor does there seem to be any reason why light blue
in 1731 shouald have been changed to gurter blue in 1734. However similar the customs
and ceremonials of these two Grand Lodges were, it is probable that it would have been
inconvenient not to have had some small outward mark of distinction by which the
members of one might be known from those of the other.

Just in the same way I think that light blue was worn in private Lodges to
distingunish the members from those of Grand Lodge. There was once, for a short time,
a curious deviation from the rule permitted in the case of the * Country Stewards’
Lodge ” No. 540, which was constituted on July 25th, 1789, for Stewards respunsible
for an annual Festival meeting out of London. By a vote of the Grand Lodge on
November 25th, 1789, the members were allowed to wear a suitable jewel suspended
from a green ribbon—doubtless because green was considered appropriate for the
country. The brethren applied for permission to line their aprons with green silk,
thus creating what might have been styled a “ green-apron ” Lodge. The Grand Lodge
agreed to this on November 25th, 1795, but it was not confirmed until February, 1796.
The matter was discusscd in February 1797, and again in March, when it was moved
that the privilege be withdrawn, which was carried. In February 1798, however, the
green collar and jewel were restored. In 1792 it became No. 449. The Lodge soon
afterwards collapsed. I may perbaps just mention for the sake of completeness the
“ Prince of Wales Lodge” No. 259, the apron of which has a garter blue stripe on
the usual light blue, also that No. 143 Middlesex Lodge has for some years worn a blue
edging of double width, but I don’t know on what authority.

I should here like to draw attention to the great laxity which prevails in the
colouring of Grand Lodge clothing, and also of Provincial Grand Lodges. The Book of
Constitutions distinctly states that the ribbon used is to be * garter blue,” but nineteen
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out of every twenty aprons and collars are either purple or violet, from which comes
the common but erroneous phrase *gaining the purple.” It is almost impossible to
obtain the proper shade from the Masonic clothiers, but if all brethren insisted on
having * garter blue ” the mistake would quickly be remedied.

The clothing worn under Grand Bodies working the Craft degrees in the various
jurisdictions of the world may be divided into four broad classes (omitting for the
present any mention of other degrees).

First—Those which confine themselves to the various shades of blue. This
comprises most of the Grand Lodges. ’

Second —Craft Lodges working under Grand ‘ Orients” which generally
replace blue by red, both in the apron and Lodge decorations. An
exceptions to this rule is the Grand United Lusitanian Orient of
Portagal, where the Grand Officers wear light blue and gold, similar
to that of the Grand Lodge of Ireland ; and the Grand Orient of
Belgium, where the clothing of Grand Officers is of blue silk,
edged and embroidered in gold.

Third —Those in which each Lodge chooses its own colour. The Governing
Body alone having a fixed colour.

Fourth—The Grand Lodge of Egypt which replaces blue by dark and light
green. (* Dark green” and “ water green.”)

In class Two, the clothing of the Grand Officers is often of orange and green,
as in the cases of the Grand Orient of France and the extinct Grand Orient of Hungary,
whilst the Grand Officers of the present Hungarian Grand Lodge, although wearing
blue aprons, have collars of orange edged with green. The walls, hangings, table
covers, etc., in Lodges descended from the former Grand Orient are red, and that of
Lodges formerly of the St. John Grand Lodge and of the present symbolic Grand Lodge
are blue. The solitary instance within my knowledge of yellow or orange being used
in England, is mentioned in the Rawlinson MSS. before referred to, which mentions
“one apron lined with the deepest yellow silk for the Grand Masters Sword Bearer.”
This, although very curious, can hardly have set the example of orange ribbons to
foreign Grand Orients, and I can offer no explanation of the fact.

The Thi:d class includes only the Grand Lodge of Scotland and the Grand Orient
of the Netherlands, each of which gives the greatest freedom of choice to danghter
Lodges. In Scotland aprons are found of every shade, and even combination, of red,
blue, white, green and tartan. In Holland, with the exception of tartan, similar
varicties are in vogue. For example, Lodge * Flamboyante "’ at Dordrecht used orange
and blue. ¢ Charité” at Amsterdam has crimson. * Frederick Royale ” at Rotterdam
has seven narrow stripes of green and white. ‘ L’Astre de I'Oriente” at Vlissingen has
green with a crimson centre, and so on. The Grand Officers of the Grand Orient of the
Netherlands use blue and gold, both in aprons and collars. In Scotland the colours in
use in private Lodges are not even permanent, but appear to be changed at pleasure.
To give a few instances—in the published list of 1818, *“ Canongate and Leith ” No. 5
is entered as wearing crimson; in the 1860 list, white and pink; in 1879 again
crimson, and in 1896—crimson lake. * Ancient Stirling” No. 30, under the same dates,
has light blue and white—light blue—dark blue. *Thistle” Dumfries No. 62
has dark blue, white edge—green and white—green and gold. ‘ Operative” 140,
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Dumfries, has dark and light blue—blue and red—red, black and green—white,
blue, and red. “St. Andrew ” 199, Cumbernauld, has black—crimson and yellow—
blue—and so on. The late Scottish historian, Bro. David Murray Lyon, informed me
that the custom of using all these various colours certainly obtained before the
formation of the Grand Lodge in 1736.

The Grand Orient of Italy might be classed as a mixture of Two and Four, as
the F.C. Apron is ornamented with green, whilst the M.M. apron is decorated with red,
and worn with a green ribbon sash. The adoption of green in Italian Masonry may be
due to the fact that a Lodge of Scottish Jacobite Masons was working in Rome in 1735.
In Egypt the colour may again come originally from the same source as much of
Egyptian Masonry came from Italy.

Turning to other degrees, red, and purple and crimson are specially apportioned
to the Royal Arch and attendant degrees; black to the Templars, and green or white to
higher grades. Hence we hear of * blue masonry,” *red masonry,” ‘black masonry”
etc., as a convenient way of distinguishing the component groups of such Rites as the
“ Early Scottish ” and others. In the Ancient and Accepted Rite (so often, but quite
erroneously termed * Scottish ") colour is also largely used, and when (if ever) the
various degrees are worked in full, each has its symbolic hue.

In the 4th degree (Secret Master) the lodge should be hung with black, symbolic
of grief, and the apron is white, with black edge and blue flap.

In the 5th degree (Perfect Master) the lodge should be hung with green, and
the apron white with green flap.

In the 6th degree (Intimate Secretary) the lodge is hung with black sprinkled
with white, and the apron white bordered with red.

In the 7th and 8th degrees (Provost and Judge, and Superintendent of the
Buildings) the lodge is hung with red, and the aprons adorned with red, and red and
green respectively.

In the 9th and 10th degrees (Elect of Nine, and Elect of Fifteen) the lodge is
hung with black, and the aprons are white spotted with red, and white and black.

In the 11th degree (Sablime Knight) the lodge is hang with black sprinkled
with tears, and the apron white and black.

In the 12th degree (Grand Master Architect) the lodge is hung with white,
sprinkled with flames, and the apron white.

In the 13th degree (Royal Arch of Enoch) the lodge is draped with yellow. No
apron is worn.

In the 14th degree (Grand Scottish Chevalier of the Holy Vault) the lodge is red,
and the apron ornamented with red and blue.

In the 15th degree (Knight of the East or the Sword) the lodge is hung with
light green mixed with red.

In the 16th degree (Prince of Jerusalem) the two rooms are hung with red and
with orange, and the apron is red and pink.

In the 17th degree (Knight of the East and West) the chamber is hung with red,
sprinkled with gold stars.

The rooms of the 18th degree are too well known to need description.
The lodge of the 19th degree (Grand Pontiff) is draped in blue with gold stars.
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Of the.20th degree (Venerable Grand Master ad vitam) in blue and yellow.

In the 21st degree (Noachite or Prussian Knight) for obvious reasons hangings
are useless, but would probably be of blue.

In the 22nd degree (Prince of Libanus) the two apartments are hung with blue,
and with red, and the apron white bordered with flame colour.

In the 23rd degree (Chief of the Tabernacle) the lodge is white, ornamented with
red and black.

In the 24th degree (Prince of the Tabernacle) are the colours of the Tabernacle.
In the 25th dogree (Kuight of the Brazen Serpent) the lodge is red.

In the 26th degree (Scottish Triunitarian, or Prince of Mercy) it is hung with
green decorated with red and white.

In the 27th degree (Grand Commander of the Temple) both lodge and apron are
of red and black.

In the 28th degree (Knight of the Sun) the lodge is hung with blne and gold.

In the 29th degree (Grand Scottish Knight of St. Andrew) the decorative colour
is red.

The decorations from the 30th to the 33rd degrees can be seen by those entitled
at the splendid charabers of our own Supreme Council of the Thirty-third degree.

In all these last named degrees the colours are purposely symbolic, and this is
also the case in the Swedish Rite, the French Rite, and similar series, but I must
conclude this brief essay by repeating my firm conviction that the first use of colour by
our own Grand Lodge had no intentional symbolism, but was more or less the result of
accident, and I may again quote Bro. Sadler, who, after a careful perusal of my paper,
says :—“A strong Masonic leaven permecated the noble Order mentioned at the
period of the selcction of distinctive colours for the Craft, and having looked at the
matter from every conceivable point of view and rejected several possibilities, I have
failed to think of a more feasible explanation than that now enunciated.”

Bro. Canon HorsLEy said :—It seems difficult to understand why the blue fringe
on the edge of the white initiatory garment of an Essene should prove to be “an
incitement to personal holiness.” But see Numbers xv., 37, 38, 39, 40. ‘ And the
Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that
they make them fringes in the borders (or ¢ tassels in the corners’) of their garments
throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of each border a cord
of blue : and it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember
all the commandments of the Lord, and do them; and that ye go not about after your
own heart and your owa eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring; but ye may remem-
ber and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God.”

This of course antedates Essene practise, and still leaves unexplained what is
the connection belween blue and the idea of holiness. But it renders it not ‘ difficult ”
but easy to understand why an Essene recognized the traditional relation.

The tint is best explained by the statements of Josephus (Ant. iii., 7, § 7,) and
Philo that it was emblematic of the sky, in which case it represents not the light blue
of our northern ¢limate, but the deep dark blue of the eastern sky, and the term adopted
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by the Greek Septuagint is appliel by classical writers to a colour approaching to
black. The Authorised Version in Esther i., 6, gives in the margin the word * violet,”
which is no doubt preferable to the * blue” of the text. The blue used and honoured
by Oxford men is of course the deep Garter blue, although many shades pose under the
name of Oxford. The weaker colour is used by * Cambridge persons.”

Bro. Gornon P. G. HiLes said :—At the period of the institution of the Order of
the Garter (1348) the garter was of light blue colour, and the insignia consisted of the
garter and the badge, which was worn on the left shoulder of the mantle. Henry VII.
added the collar, composed of Tudor roses encircled by buckled garters, alternating
with koots of intertwined cords from which hung the George, the figure of the saint
overcoming the dragon. Henry VIII. made a further addition to the regalia of the
Order in the Lesser Gorge, which is the same device of the saint in combat, but placed
on an enamelled ground and euncivcled by a buckled garter in oval form. At first this
was worn round the neck suspended by a gold chain, afterwards a black ribbon was
used, changed to sky blue by Queen Elizabeth. Soon after the accession of George I.
(1714) the colour of the blue was changed from sky blue to the present Garter blue, to
distinguish the Order from that which the Stuart family on the Continent conferred on
their adherents. The uses of the different colours of the Order of the Garter for the
Craft ave not the only points which suggest that the organizers of Grand Lodge had
this illustrious Order in mind as their example. The Past Grand Officers’ jewels are
very similar in shape to the Lesser George which —originally worn on a collar—is now
pendant to a ribbou, in sash form, passing over the left shoulder and across the body so
that the jewel is under the right arm, in the same position as that of the Royal Arch
sash. Perhaps the knots on the Grand Officers’ chains are borrowed from the garter
chains, and, as in the Craft so in the Order of the Garter, each officer wears his own
proper badge.

It seems to me of interest that the coloars, red and blue, of the Royal Arch are
those of the livery of the Hanoverian family, in distinction to the red and white of the
Stuarts, and that these coloars are worn by Royal Arch Companions in a manner
similar to that in which livery colours used to be borne. A sash from right to left may
have been evolved from a cross-belt for a sword, but sashes from left to right are of the
same genus as the black chaplain’s scarf (which used to be of the colour of his patron’s
livery), the black scarf formerly common at funerals, and the sash of an officer in the
army which has recently been degraded to the position of a superfluous belt round the
waist. The idea of livery would be familiar from long-established custom to operative
masons. The Tyler of the Grand Lodge at York wore a livery of blue and red, and
to-day we have the same colours perpetuated as the Royal Livery known as the
“ Windsor uniform.”

Bro. W. H. RyrAxDs said:—Our thanks are due to Bro. Crowe for opening up
the question of colours in Freemasonry, and, as I think, answering the question with
which his paper commences.

The earliest aprons bore no decorations, and it is very difficult to state at what
period it first became the fashion to line and border them with coloured silk. Iam
inclined to think that in the first instance the aprons were lined with white linen or
gilk; examples of both are extant. This may have been simply a matter of convenience,
in order to prevent the clothes being marked with the white powder which would always
be the case with a new leather apron. This also may have suggested the use of
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linen in place of leather, for the apron itself. The white silk lining was allowed
by the Grand Lodge, in 1731, for Masters and Wardens of particular Lodges. The
change took place, like the change in shape, when the body of I'reemasons ceased to be
anything in the form of a guild, or oven the semblance of a guild, and passed into what
was more or less looked upon as a kind of (unrecognized) Order. The collar of silk
ribbon, as well as the sash, would naturally follow.

It may be worth noting that John, Duke of Montague, who was the Grand
Master 1721 - 1722, was made a Knight of the Garter in 1719, and Grand Master of the
Bath in 1725 ; Charles, Duke of Richmond, who was the Grand Master in 1724, was
made a Knight of the Bath in 1725 and of the Garter in 1726.

With regard to the colours now belonging to the Royal Arch, more difficulty
arises, when we remember that the proper and earlicst colour was crimson. (The
ribbon of the Order of the Bath, revived by George I., in 1725, is red). The Colne
aprons may be cited, and crimson is, I believe, the colour still used in Treland for the
R.A. Some early aprons have plain borders of crimson and purple, which, of course, is
a combination of blue and crimson. The indented border of crimson and purple appears
to have been of much later date. A sketch of one of the Colne Aprons, ornamented
with narrow red silk, will be found in my paper on the Masonic Apron, printed in our
Transactions, vol. v. (plate 4, fig. 31). These aprons were obtained in the year 1783,
and it will be noticed that they are the old skin aprons of operative mse. An .
example may be seen in the Museam of the Grand Lodge. I added some notes on the
indented border in * Records of the Chapter of St. James, No. 2’ (pages 19, 31, 32).

At the present moment I have no note of the exact date at which George I.
changed the ribbon of the Garter from light blue to dark blue, but it must have been
before the 11th of June, 1727. It seems to me, however, more than probable that some
years elapsed before a similar change was made by the Freemasons.

The first mention of the colour used upon the aprons of the Grand Officers appears
to be in the Book of Constitutions of 1738 (p. 153), in which a regulation of the 17th of
March, 1730 [1731], provides for the colours to be used. The Grand Officers are to
“ wear their Jewels in gold pendant to Blue Ribbons about their Necks, and white
leather aprons with blue silk.”

1t does not, however, state the particular blue to be used. Contrary to the sug-
gestion I made in my paper on the * Masonic Apron,” that this was possibly dark blue,
I am inclined to believe that in the first instance it was light blue silk. It seemns more
natural to suppose that the sky blue silk, as in the case of the Order of the
Garter, was in use at an earlier date than the “ Garter Blue.”

In an order about aprons of the York Grand Lodge (for the festival), dated the
17th of December, 1770, *“Those of the officers of the Grand Lodge, and the Brethren
who have served offices therein, to be lined and bound with Mazarine blue silk, those
of the Stewards and Deacons to be lined and bound with red silk,” etc.

Bro. Crowe, like myself, has spent some considerable time in the study of Masonic
Aprons, and it would be most interesting to gather together all the dates known with
regard to the use of and change in the colours. I endeavoured to do this to some extent
in my paper on the ** Masonic Apron ” : much more could now be added.

A very valuable and interesting account by Bro. Dr. Chetwode Crawley of the
Masonic collection commonly called the “Rawlinson MSS.” will be found in the
Transactions, vol. xi,
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Bro. W. J. HugHaN writes :~-The interesting paper by Bro. Crowe on “ Colours
in Freemasonry ™ will do good by directing attention to a point that is little heeded,
and still less understood. His suggestion as to Garter blue and green being selected
by the Grand Lodges of England and Scotland respectively, because of their connection
with the Order of the Garter and Thistle, appear to me reasonable, and, so far, the best
solution offered. The Stewards also, in like manner, may fairly point to the Bath for
their distinctive colour.

I think, however, that Ireland is more symbolical in character, in the adoption of
light blue, so as to typically represent the sk, as the “ Canopy of a Lodge,” and may
have started the use of colours in Masonic clothing.

I take it that colours were adopted after the inanguration of the premier Grand
Lodge; before that time the Aprons being white, and no Collars were worn, or Jewels
either.

The “ Order of St. Patrick” is not in it, and the green of the Country Stewards’
Lodge may be due to the reason mentioned by Bro. Crowe, but unfortunately the motives
which led to the selection of the colours named, in each case, have never been
authoritatively stated, and so all our explanations must be more or less conjecture.

Bro. CrowE in replying said :—I am gratified to find that my paper has aroused
so mach interest, and doubly so to find my ideas supported by Bro. Rylands. and Bro.
Sadler. I believe I am the first writer who has offered any suggestions or theories on
the origin of colours in Freemasonry, and I feel firmly grounded in my own views
when supported by two such able authorities. As to the date of the change of colour
in the ribbon of the Garter, I think Bro. Gordon Hills has answered Bro. Rylands’
point. The same brother’s suggestion of the Hanoverian livery of red and blue having
influenced the change of the Royal Arch colours from the original red, is wortby of
notice and consideration. In Scotland I find that garters were worn as part of the
Grand Lodge regalia in the days of knce breeches. I shall gladly welcome any facts
bearing on this newly-ventilated subject.

SILVER, REAL SIZI, IN THE LoDGE COLLECTION,



12 Transactions of the Quatuor Coronaty Lodge.

PERMANENT AND AUDIT COMMITTEE.

THURSDAY, 2ist JANUARY, 1904.

Committee of the Lodge met at the Holborn Restaurant at 5.30 p.m.

Present :—Bros. Admiral Sir A. H. Markham, K.C.B., W.M., E. J. Castle,
.C.,, L.LP.M.,, W. M. Bywater, P.M., G. Greiner, P.M., Edward Macbean, P.M,,
. T. Klein, P.M., W. H. Rylands, P.M., Sec.

The Secretary produced his books and the Treasurer’s accounts and vouchers,
which had been examined by the Auditor and certificd as beiog correct, as appears
on the following pages. .

The Committee agreed upon the following

. REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1903.
BRETHREN,

In presenting the Report for the past year, we once more congratulato you on the work done,
and on the signs of continued prosperity, which we trust may always remain. Two new Members have
been admitted during the year, and our number is therefore, at the present time, thirty.

In the Correspondence Circle there are a number of deaths to be deplored, and many good
friends have been called from us. 256 new Members have been admitted to our Association, the total
now being 2,823.

Daring the past year a very important portion of our original scheme has been realised, and the
Lodge now possesses London premises, at 61, Lincola’s Inn Fields, W.C., where the Library has been
suitably arranged, and the books can now be consulted by the Members of both Circles. Tho
Report of the Assistant Secretary and Librarian is given on page 15.

It must never be forgotten that this most important step has been taken for the advantage, and,
ot the same time, at the often repeated request of our Members; and for this reason the
Committee look naturally to them for more than the usual amount of support, in order that the good
work, 8o well commenced, may continue to improve year by year.

In order to secure this very desirable resualt, two things are absolutely essential, and cannot be
too strougly brought to the notice of all. The first is an individual and continuous effort to introduce
as many new members as possible; and the second, which plays so important a part in the well being
of the Lodge, is a prompt payment of the subscriptions when due. The irregularity with which in
many cases some of our Members regard this second duty has often been pointed out; and it is a
matter of regret that by not paying their subscriptions regularly, they heedlessly and systematically
hamper the working of the Lodge.

The Balance Sheet, now submitted, though it shows a balance in hand, is not so satisfactory
as it should be, and this is entirely to be attributed to the large number of members whose
subscriptions are in arrear. The Committee trust that in future this most important matter will
be set right.

The Assets comprised in the Accounts given below do not include the stock of Transactions, the
Auntiquarian Reprints, the facsimiles of various copies of the Old Constitutions, or the Library
and Museum, upon which about eight hundred pounds have already been expended.

There are no outstanding debts owing by the Lodge.

For the Committee,
E. J. CASTLE, I.P.M,
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BALANCE SHEET.—30th November, 1903.

Liabilities. Assets
£ 8 4 £ s d £ 8 d £ 8 d
Ta Life Members’ Fund By Cash at London
(112 Members) 740 14 0 and County Bauk,
»» Whymper Fund ... 10516 1 Bromley . 87 6 5
- . 816 9 1 » Ditto at Margate .. 2619 3

,, Payments Received in advance 8916 6 ”
,» Correspondence Circle for 1903,

Dittoin hand ... 01 2
: —_—~——— 114 610

Balance in hand .. 283 4 0 ,» £1300 Consols, cost 1300 15 6
,» Outstanding Subscnptwns, as ,, Less Depreociation,
per contra .. 741 9 6 leaving price at 89
,» Summer Outiog Balance 17 1 5 per cent. ... - 14315 6
,» Sundry Creditors 14 1 9 — 1157 0 0
,» Sundry Publications ... 31 8 6 » Lodge Account ... v 751
» Profitand Loss .. .. .. 2411 3 | » SundryDoblorsforSubscriptions o
,»» Sundry Debtors for Publications 55 8 6
+» Sundry Publications ... .. 18211 3
£2258 2 0 £2258 2 0

This Balance Sheet does not include the value of the Library and Muscuwm, Stock of Transactions
and Office Furniture, and is subject to the realization of Assets.

I have ezamined the above Bulance Sheet and Profit and Loss with the books and vouchers of the
Lodge and certify the same to be correct and in accordance therewith.

ALFRED S. GFDGE,
Chartered Accountant,
3, Great James Street,
15th December, 1903. " Bedford Row, W.C.

PROFIT AND LOSS—For the year ending 30th November, 1903.

Dr. : Qr,
£ 8 d £ s d £ 8. d £ & d.
To Secretary’s and By Balance brought forward from
Clerks’ Salaries ... 327 10 0 last year . . .. ©63+19 9
» Rents .. 102 2 O » 1903 Correspondcnco
., Gasand Firing ... 1214 2 Circle ... 375 0 0
" Stationery ... .. 47 1 1 , 1902ditto... .. 171 2 9
,, Postages 222 17 10 , 1801 d}tto... 35 8 6
" Office Cleaniog ... 1210 4 . , 1900ditto... .. 1010 0
,, Furnitare ... 226 1 10 » Back ditto 2126
, Insarance ... .. 9 0 9 » Back Transactions 8219 9
; Library ... 55 510 ,» Sundry Pablications 40 2 7
., Written off Invest- ,» Interest on Consols 32 5 8
ment .. 14315 6 ,» Discounts & Allow-
1159 6 4 ances 1117 1
Balance carried to Balance Sheet 274 11 3 » Life Members’ Sub-
scriptions  trans-
ferred ... 87 3 0

— 798 16 10

£1433 16 7 £1433 16 7
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GENERAL CASH ACCOUNT.—For the year ending 30th November, 1903,

Dr. Or.
i £ 8 d £ s d.
To CAsH BALANCE . ... W 402 0 3
LODGE ACCOUNT. LODGE ACCOUNT.
To Subscriptions ., 3514 0 £ 8. d
By Quarterages 6 4 0
» Rent of Lodge Room 9 9 0
»» Tyler's Fees 76 0
» P.M. Jewel ... 1100
» Speth  Memorial
Fund 65413 8
s»» Dispensation 010 6
7912 9
1903 TRANSACTIONS. 1903 TRANSACTIONS.
To Subscriptions &c.... v « 1010 18 11 By Vol. 16, part I and
’ » ILo... 27217 6
» Authors’ Copies ... 5617 6
» Summons, etc. s 5517 6
,» Local Fees and
Expenses ... 3213 6
» Sundry Expenses ... 19 7 6
s Blocks 2811 6
416 411
1902 AND BACK TRANSACTIONS. 1802 AND BACK TRANSACTIONS.
To Sales and Arrears e 23217 8 By St. John's Card ... 79 6 6
» Part IIL., 1902 ., 9 5 6
» Authors’ Reprints ... 319 0
» Audit Fee, ete. ... 11 9 0
194 0 O
To PAYMENTS IN ADVANCE ... ... 81 6 3 » PAYMENTS ... .. .. .. 651910
» MEDALS ... 30 1 9 ,» MEDALS .., 2912 3
,» BINDING and Casks 31 7 0 sy BINDING CAsEs ... 2112 9
» REPRINTS, Vor. IX. ... 6§ 5 0 » BEPRINTS, IX, .., 010 6
»» WORK ON MEDALS 810 0 » WORK OoN MEDALS w18 49
» SUNDRY PuBLICATIONS ... .. 171711 » SUNDRY PUBLICATIONS ... w4511
» LIPK MEMBERS Frgs ... 8213 0 » SuMMER OuTiNnG Expenses ... 135 8 1
»» SUMMER OUTING RECEIPTS .. 152 4 6 » LIBRARY PURCHASES AND BINDING 66 510
»» INTEREST ON CoNsoLs ... 32 6 8
, DIBCOUNTS .., 1117 1 OFFICE EXPENSES.
By Salaries of Secrctary
and Clerks... . 32710 O
,»» Rent of Office W 102 2 0
» Gas aod Firing .., 12 14 2
» Office Cleaning ... 1210 4
,»» Furnitare ... e 226 110
» Insurance ... 9 09
» Postage ... 2221710
» Stationery .., 47 7 1
— 90 4 O
2020 11 9
CASH BALANCES.
By Balances carried for-
ward at London
County Bank, Bromley 87 6 5
s Ditto, Margate ... 2619 3
» In Hand .., o o1 2
114 610
£2134 18 7 £2134 18 7
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN,

61, LixcoLx’s INN FieLDs,
Loxpon, W.C,,
12t Octorer, 1903.
WORSHIPFUL MASTER,

that the Library of this Lodge has been removed from Bromley to
is address, it appears to me that it would be useful to place on
cord a few particulars in regard to its present condition.

I may first mention that in addition to the Books, the greater
irt of the Museum has also been brought to London, vizt., the
sllections of Masonic Clothing, of Porcelain and Glass, of Prints and

Portraits, and of Warrants and Certificates. All of these are included
in one gencral Catalogue, which now contains over 6000 numbers, and to which additions
are being constantly made.

This Catalogue consists of eleven volumes, vizt., the ‘“Numerical,” and the
¢ Authors,” together with nine others, in which the items are arranged under “ Subject
Matter ” headings. These last are each provided with several openings, the openings
being in many cases still further sub-divided. The entries in each volume of the
classified catalogue are approximately as follows :—

I.—General Masonic—English e 438
German 26

French 30

Various 7
II.—Histories—Grand Lodges and Chapters ... 42
Provinces and Districts 40

Lodges and R.A. Chapters 177

Other Masonic Bodies 50

Non-Masonic Bodies... 27

II1.—Didactic and Polemic—Sermons and Addresses 330
Poetry and Music .., 62

Attacks on Craft ... 16

Defences of Craft ... b

Attacks—Special Rites 61

Defences—Special Rites e 16

Attacks and Defences—Personal 14

IV.—Periodicals 372
Dictionaries and Encyclopedias 11

Biographies 121
V.—Proceedings—Grand Lodges ... 566
Grand Chapters ... 173

Provinces and Districts 138

Lodges and R.A. Chapters ... 53

Qther Bodjes 493

P
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VI.—Constitutions and By-Laws—Grand Lodges 120
Grand Chapters 18

Provinces and Districts... 26

Lodges 180

Chapters .., 34

Other Bodies 127

MS. Constitations 3

Foreign Ordinances ... 2

VII.—Statistics—Calendars 602
Lists of Members ... 86

Catalogues . .. e 110
VIII.—Ceremonial and Museum —Spurious Rituals, Monitors, &e. 124
Services 112

Certificates ... 115

Summonses ... 34

Medals, Porcelain, &c. ... 255

Prints 101

Portraits e ee 48

1X.—Miscellaneons—Religion 39
Architecture ... 63

Occultism 26

Archwrology ... 46

Various 59

Although the Catalogue has been well planned and carefully kept, it would no
doubt be more convenient, and may shortly become necessary, to arrange it under one
of the Card Systems. This would be a task of considerable magnitude, but would be
well worth the time and labour bestowed upon it.

The cases in which the books are arranged are those known as * Elastic.” One
hundred of these are now in use, and so far have proved very convenient. They are,
however, all practically full, and additions will be necessary at a very early date.

Two show-cases have been purchased for the Porcelain and Curios, while the
Clothing, Prints, etc., ave still kept in the chest of drawers brought from Bromley.

For the most part the books are well bound and in good condition, but a
continually recurring charge for binding and repairs must necessarily appear in the
accounts, especially in connection with the frequent additions to the Library.

Such additions during the past year number over 1000, of which only about 30
were purchased. This is a sufficient proof, if such were needed, of the great interest
shewn in the Lodge by Brethren throughout the world.

Although the reading room has been open for so short a time, it has already been
used by several students, and I have no doubt that as the advantages become more
widely known, many members will avail themselves of the opportunity of consulting

the books.
Yours fraternally,

W. Joux Soxcmurst, F.C.L.S.,

Librarian.
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MASONIC CHIVALRY.
BY BRO. J. T. THORP.

e

T is with pleasure I send you a few details of the fraternal incident
referred to in 4.Q.C., vol. xvi., p. 171,

I.—From the Limerick Chronicle of November 28th, 1812.

“ Arrived, the schooner United Sisters, of Poole, Webb, master,
from Poole, bound to Bristol with pipe-clay, which was boarded and
plundered about four miles off the Start Point, by Le Furet, French
privateer of 18 guns and 140 men. Captain Webb was detained on board said
privateer for two hours, during which time an Irish sloop, Three Friends, Bro. Captain

Campbell, master, hove in sight, which was taken possession of also by the enremy ; but
both vessels and their crews were liberated on the masters signing the following article
in the English and French languages:—
¢ Carte D'Echange.
Le Corsaire Le Furet, de Saint Malo, Armatear in Potier and [Flarembert,
Capitaine Louis Marencourt.

It is hereby certified to whom it may concern, that I, Lounis Marencourt, Captain
of the French privateer, Le Furet, captured on the 6th November, 1812, in the latitude
of Start Point [the ship United Sisters] owner, Thomas Hammond, Captain Joseph
Webb, and that he, Joseph Webb, and crew of said vessel, have been provided with safe
conveyance for England, and been released by me from the ship under my command, in
which he was detained a prisoner of war, on the following conditions :—That I, Joseph
Webb, above-mentioned, have hereby engaged my word of honour, and upon my oath,
that immediately after my arrival in England I shall make every application in my
power to exchange against me and my ship’s company, Bro. J. Gantier, taken on the
16th February, 1812, on board the French schooner The Confiance, and detained on
board the prison-ship Crown Prince, and now prisoner in Chatham; and that if I
cannot succeed in liberating the aforesaid Bro. Joseph Gantier two months after the
date of the present engagement, I shall repair to France to be a prisoner of war, as I
should have been, had not Captain Louis Marencourt granted me my liberty. I engage
myself, besides, not to bear arms, either by sea or land, against France or her allies,
before the execution of the above-mentioned conditions, made willingly and triple at
sea, on board the Le Furet, on the 6th November, 1812,

Josepn WEBB.
Captain of United Sisters, of Poole.
James CAMPBELL.
Captain of Three Friends, of Youghal.
(M. M. No. 13)
Louis MARENCOURT,
Captain Le Furet.”

The foregoing engagement seems to have been made out for Joseph Webb alone,
who was probably not a Freemason, but the Three Friends having been captured in the
meantime, her captain, Bro. James Campbell, was included in the arrangement.
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The incident is also recorded in The European Magazine of 1812 (vol. 62, p. 494),
in which are the following additional details:—* On finding the cargo of the Three
Friends to consist of bricks and hoops, orders were given to scuttle and sink the ship;
but on Captain Marencourt perceiving among Mr. Campbell’s papers a certificate from
his Masonic Lodge, the Frenchman countermanded his orders for sinking the vessel, and
entertained him with great hospitality.”

Whether Captains Webb and Campbell obtained the release of Bro. Joseph
Gantier, or in default repaired to France as prisoners of war, I am unable to
say.

II.—Copy of a Letter in the Limerick Chronicle, 17th February, 1813, from Captain Crawford, of His
Majesty’s Ship, Modeste, to John Wilson Croker, Esq., dated at Spithead, the 7th February, 1813.

¢ Sir,—I have to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, that, on Satarday morning last, off Scilly, a French schooner privateer
was forced to leeward on the Modeste, by being chased by his Majesty’s sloop Wasp, and
I am glad to say the Modeste captured her. The privateer, so confident of her superior
sailing, would not bring to, until her rigging and sails were much damaged, and three
of her men killed. T am happy in making this capture, as she is a remarkably fine
vessel, has run two years, and has done much damage to our trade. Her name is Le
Furet, of St. Malo, commanded by Louis Marencourt, 170 tons, 14 guns, 98 men. She
left Abreval the day before.

J. C. Crawrorp, Captain.
To Joux WiLson Crokir, Esq., Admiralty.

III.—~Editorial Observations on the foregoing letter.

“Tn our fourth page will be found the capture of the Le Furet, French privateer,
Loais Marencourt, commander, by the Modeste, British frigate, Captain Crawford. It
will be recollected in what a praiseworthy manner Captain Marencourt behaved to Bro.
Captain James Campbell, of the sloop Three Friends, of Youghal, and to Captain Joseph
Webb, of the United Sisters, of Poole, for which he received the thanks of the Union
Lodge (No. 13), No. 271, and Rising Sun (No. 952), of this City, which were transmitted
to the Secretary of No. 79, Plymouth, as also several memorials to Government, through
the Earl of Donoughmore, Grand Master. The Union Lodge voted a vase, value £100,
to Bro. Marencourt with the following address : —

¢Sir and Brother,—Impressed with feelings of the sincerest gratitude for your
noble and disinterested conduct to Bro. Captain Campbell, of No. 13, and sympathizing
with you on your present captivity, we beg leave to convey to you our most unfeigned
regard and highest admiration, and to assure you that no exertion will be wanting on our
part to procure you that invaluable gift, liberty, which you bestowed on a brother Mason
when your prisoner. The consciousness of a noble action, Sir, is its own reward,—that
reward you possess in the fullest manner; and we shall receive the warmest gratification
if we can in any manner add to that feeling, by requesting youn to accept the assurance
of our fullest esteem, and we beg your acceptance of the accompanying piece of plate, as a
tribate of our fraternal affection.

TrOMAS WILKINSON,
° W.M. of 13, and Mayor of Limerick.
CuarcEs 8. GRACE, Secretary.

To Bro. CapTAIN Lours MARENCOURT.’ "
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1t is difficult to understand how resolutions, which were not passed by the Lodges
referred to until February 18th and 24th, respectxvel y, could be reported in the Chronicle
of the 17th, but so it is.

It will be noticed too, that there is no mention in the resolutions recorded in
A.Q.C. (vol. xvi., p. 171-2) of * the piece of plate and address,” and yet it appears in the
newspaper article, 8o that it is reasonable to assume that the editor was either acqainted
with the feelings and intentions of some of the local brethren, or was endeavouring to
stimulate Masonic generosity.

A piece of plate, whether a vase or other article, would seem to be of little or no
use to a prisoner of war; personal comforts, in the form of food and clothing, or a sum
of money for their purchuse, one would imagine to be much more acceptable and appro-
priate. A piece of plate was, however, obtained, probably made to the special order of
the brethren, and the following is a description of the same.

On the cover of the vase the Master was depicted at work; on one side was a
handsome design of the Temple, and on the other the following inacription :—* To
Captain Louis Marencourt, of the French privateer, Le Furet, to commemoratc the
illustrious example of Masonic Virtue his conduct to Captain Campbell displays, the
brethren of Lodge 13 on the registry of Ireland dedicate this cup. Limerick, 1st May,
1813.”

Either through the exertions of the Irish Masons, or in the ordinary way of
exchange, Bro. Capt. Marencourt was speedily released from captivity, and returned to
his native land. The vase and address, which were probably not ready until after his
liberation, as the inscription on the vase is dated May 1st, were duly forwarded to the
Grand Lodge of France for presentation to Capt. Marencourt. But, alas! in the mean-
time the gallant captain had lost his life in Africa, and the vase was returned to Lodge
13, where it has ever since formed a most enduring symbol on the Lodge altar, being
used as the St. John’s Box in all appeals to the sympathies of the brethren.

The foregoing details are taken, principally, from the Freemasons’ Magazine for
August, 1859, and December, 1864 ; also from The Freemason for 1886 (p. 536).
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MASONIC CERTIFICATES OF THE NETHERLANDS.

N reference to the lecture of Bro. Fred Crowe on the above subject
(vol. xvi., pp. 17-27), there will be found amongst the Masonic MSS. at
the British Museum (Add.MSS. 23675, known as the Rainsford MSS.),
a list of fifty-three Dutch Lodges, founded between the years 1756
and 1783. It would appear that it was compiled in the year 1784,
and in it we find ten of the Lodges referred to. In the list here
given these are marked C.

The date of the compilation of the list is 1784, the heading is as follows :—

Tableau général des L.L. réunies soumises & la Grande Maitrise Nationale de Hollande.

Q

Qaaaa

Suivant Ieur rang de Séance pour cette année 1784.

La Veritable Zele La Haye 1756
La Fidelité Amsterdam ”
La Paix " ' "
La Concorde Arnheim "
Les Coeurs Unis La Haye "
L'Union Royale ' »
L’Indissoluble ” ”
La Charité Amsterdam ”
La Vertu Leyden ”
La Philantrope Middleburgh ”
La Bien Aimée Amsterdam ’
Concordia vincit Animos ” "
St. Pierre St. Eustache 1757
I’ Amitié Curagao ’
Les Parfaites Magons St. Eustache "
Salomon Bengale 1760
La Perseverance Rotterdam ' ’
St. Jean Baptiste St. Eustache ”
L’Astrée Utrecht "
L’Aurore La Brielle 1761
La Constance Maestricht "
L’Harmonie Hulst & Lille 1764
L’Amour Fraternal Thiel 1765
L’'Inseparable Berg op Zoom 1767
La Ze'ee Surinam "
La Vertueuse Batavia "
Le Profond Silence Campen 1770
La Compagnie Durable Middlebourg "
La Fidelité Colombe, Isle de Ceylon ”
St. Jean de la Réunion Demerary 1771
La Fidelé Sincerité Batavia ”
L’Union Provincial Groningen 1772
La Bonne Esperance (Au Cap de le nom) ”

La Sincerité a Punto Gale, Isle de Ceylon ,,
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La Constance
Concordia
L’Union

La Desirée

. I'’Union

La Soliataire

St. Jean de la Concorde

La Magnanamité
L’Esprit da Corps
Cura, et Vigilania
Le Soleil Levant
L’union Militaire
La Constance
L’'Imperceptible
L’Union d’Orange
La Concorde

La Probite de Frise

La Temple de la Vertu

L’Unanimité

Bengale
Surinam
Negapat Corom
Curagao
Surinam
Suratte
Bois-le-Duc
Hoorn
Surinam
Schiedam
Zwol
Surinam
Heusden
La Haye
Rotterdam
Leuwarden
Thoolen
Deventer

21
1772

”

”"

1778
1779

1781

L2

1783

1

”»

Oustre le loge officiel, La Concorde, du bas Rhin, A Cleves.

Gr. Maitres Provinciaux.

A Maestrict, a8 Bengale, & Surinam, & Curacao et & S. Eustache.

SILVER, REAL SIZE, IN THE LODGE COLLECTION,

ANDREW OLIVER,
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THE MASONIC CERTIFICATE OF EDWARD GIBBON.

HE Masonic Certificate of Edward Gibbon the historian, is of interest
to members of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge. It is written apparently
with gold ink the letters being touched up with light blue in places.

At the top of the sheet are the Symbols of the Master and the
Senior and Junior Wardens. At the lower left haund cornmer the
volume of the Sacred Law with the Square and Compasses.
Attached to the parchment there is a Certificate signed by the Master

and other members of the Lodge which is given here after the principal one.

The certificates are bound up with a large number of letters and other documents.

Add. MSS. 34887, British Musenm.

To. all. The Enlightened Passed and Raised Brethren of the most
Ancient Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons

These are to Certify that Brother EDWARD GIBBON Esquire a
member of the present Parliament of Great Britain has been regularly
initiated into the Mysteries of Freemasonry, and advanced to the Third
degree, as appears by the Register of the Lodge of Friendship No. 3, now
held, at the Star and Garter Tavern, New Bond Street London, hereunto
anuexed, You ate therefore requested to receive him in that Capacity after
due Examination, And as a Mark of Authenticity the said Brother
EDWARD GIBBON has signed his name in the margin hereof,

Edward Gibbon,
GIVEN under the Seal of the GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND
this 19th day of December A.L. 5774 A.D. 1774,

By The Grand Masters Command
Jus. Heseltine Grand Secrelary.

The Second Document is as follows :

We the undersigned the Masters, Wardens, Officers, and Members of
the Lodge of Friendship No. 3, Do hercby certify that Brother Edward
Gibbon Esquire named in the Grand Lodge Certificate to which this is
annexed was admitted a member of our Lodge and attained the sublime
degree of a Master Mason therein. Given in open lodge in London this
Eighth day of March A.L. 5775.

Wentworth RWM.
J. W. Allen W.S.W.
Henry Chittick W.J.W.
John Croft P.M.
Thos. Parker Treasurer
James Galloway Sccretary
Jn Jainson

ANDREW OLIVER,
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BYE-LAWS OF THE LODGE HELD AT THE BEDFORD
ARMS, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON.

HIS is to certify that the following is a true and correct transcript of
the Bye-Laws in manuscript of Lodge No. 15, which met at the
Bedford Arms in Covent Garden. The said Bye-Laws are contained
in a manuscript bound up at the end of a copy of * The Constitu-
tions of the Freemasons. Containing the History, Charges, Regula-
tions, &c. of that most Ancient and Right Worshipful Fraternity.”

London:
In the year of Masoury 5723.
Anno Domini 1723.

The volume forms part of the collection of the Cincinnati Masonic Library
Association and was formerly the property of Cornelius Moore, an old resident of this
city and a writer of Masonic Works. From a book plate on the inside of the cover it
appears to have at one time belonged to Edward Loveden Loveden, Esq: Buscot Park,
Berks.

The transeript of the Bye-Laws we furnish herewith is page for page, line for
line, word for word, and letter for letter. It contains the misspellings and omissions of
punctuation as in the original.

Although the preamble to the Bye-Laws and the 24th Law require them to be
approved and subscribed to, in the original there are no signatures appended. The
Laws end abruptly at the 27th and the remainder of the leaves are blank. The water
mark on the paper is that of L. V. Terrevink.

Chas. Hanck,
Past Master, McMillan Lodge 141, F. & A. M.
Robt. H. Corey,

McMillan Lodge 141.
Cincinnati, Ohio, U.S.A.,

December 17th, 1903.

[The Bye-Laws occupies thirteen pages and are written in short lines: the division of the pages
and lines have not been here preserved, for convenience in printing.—EDIiToR.]

As no Society can Subsist in Order & good Harmony without Regulations, We,
whose Names are hereunto subscrib’d, Master Wardens & Members of the 15" Lodge
held at y* Bedford Arms in Covent Garden Have agreed, to be conformable to y¢ Rules,
By Laws & Orders following

1 Law
That the Members of this Lodge shall meet the 2¢ & last monday in every month
at 7 in y© evening from Lady day to Michelmass & at 6 from Mich®: to Lady day, &
that each Member shall pay quarterly 7 Shillings towards y¢ Expences of the Lodge.

2¢ Law
That the Master shall forfeit for every non Attendance of the Lodge at 7 in the
Winter and 8 in the Summer the sum of 2 Shillings for the use of the Lodge, unlefs he
is sick or in the Country or send his Key before that hour.
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8d
That the Master if required shall every Lodge night shew to the Members the
Book of the Expences and the Stock of the Lodge.

4t Law

That the Master be chosen by ballott & not otherwise by the Members half
yearly, Viz, at Christmass & Midsummer & the Wardens in like manner. And such
Elections to be on the Lodge Night preceeding the expiration of the half Year. In
such Elections no regard is to be had to the Senerioty of any of the Members, but to the
Merit & due qualifications of the Persons to be Elected. And such Elections to be by
the majority of the Members present Provided there be present above one half of the
Members belonging to the Lodge; If not such Elections to be putt off till y¢ ensuing
night. All Elections done contrary to this order are Void.

5t Law
That a Secretary be chosen by the Master at the time he is Elected, and such
Secretary in regard to the trouble he must necefsarily be at in Keeping the Accounts
&c, of the Lodge be excused from paying quarteridge or any other additional expence

6th
That the Master Elected shall pay four shillings and the Wardens two Shillings
each, for the use of the Lodge that night.

7t Law.

That if any Member propose an Aquaintance of his to be made a Mason, it shall
be at least one Lodge night preceeding such making and he shall be ballotted for as
Candidate for Masonry and if he be receiv'd as such y® Brother that propos’d him shall
deposite half the money towards his making whether he comes to be made or not.

gth
That every Brother pafsing Mast® shall pay 5 Shillings to the Lodge

9t Law.

That all persons made Masons in this Lodge, or the Member that propos’d them
shall pay 2 guineas for such making besides what money shall be then due for his
quarteradge to come; provided such new made Mason is willing to become Member
of this Lodge & not otherwise.

10th
That no Brother Mason shall be admitted Member of this Lodge unless he be
propos’d by a Member one Lodge night, & balloted for y° next & if in the ballott three
negatives against him he shall not be admitted.

11 Law
That out of the Publick stock of the Lodge the Master shall pay to y* General
Charity every half Year, so much money as shall be agreed to by the Majority of the
Lodge. And in case the Votes should be equal the Master to have the casting Vote |
that is | His Vote shall stand for two,
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12tk
That no Brother be admitted into this Lodge as a Visitor without a proper
Voucher & unless he belongs to a regular Constituted Lodge he shall pay a Shilling for
his admittance

13 Law.

That if any Member come into y® Lodge in liquor & trouble or offend the Society
the Master or Wardens shall desire him to withdraw from the Lodge for the first time ;
but for the 22 he shall forfeit one Shilling the 31 two Shille* & Six pence & y¢ 4!t be
expelled

14th
That the Master is hereby authorized to fine those who shall break any of the
foregoing or subsequent Articles, And in case y® Party delinquent shall not comply with
such Fine, the Master shall propose it to y¢ Lodge, to be determin’d by y* Members.

15t Law
That every Brother shall keep Silence when y° Master orders it, And that no
Brother shall propose any thing concerning Masonry or the Lodge, but in a Standing
Posture & no more than one to speak at a time; And if at the same time two Brethren
should rise up the Master shall order one of them to sitt down ’till the other has done
speaking. Or forfeit 6 pence to y¢ Lodge.

: 16t
That if the Master be absent the Past Master shall take the Chair, & if he
be absent then y¢ Senior Warden, & in his absence y° Junior Warden, & after him the
Member next in Seniority.

17t Law.
That when y¢ Members of y¢ Lodge shall think fit to remove y¢ Lodge, it shall be
according to y° Regulations in the new Constitution Book.

18tk
That y* Master shall not dispose of y® money or any other things belonging to
the Lodge without y¢ consent of y¢ Majority of the Lodge by Ballott.

19th
That if any Brother or other Person make a Present to y¢ Lodge his name shall
be registred in a particular Manner with an Account of the Present.

20t Law.
That no Member shall call for any thing to be placed to y¢ Account of y* Lodge
before y¢ Lodge be open’d nor in Lodge hours without the Master's consent.

21
That if there should be a necefsity to meet at any other time except Lodge
Night. The Expenses of such meetings to be paid out of the Publick Stock; Bat if
there should be no Stock in hand, then each Member to pay an equal Share towards
such Expenses. 1f it appears he had a regular Summous to attend the Lodge.
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221 Law. —
That every thing propos’d, discufsed, ballotted & determined in y¢ Lodge be
fairly Writting in a Book, to be kept for that purpose.

234
That once in every quarters of a Year, y°¢ Orders & Regulations, in y¢ Constitutions
of Masonry be read in the Lodge.

24th —
That these Regulations be always read on y¢ first Night of every Quarter, And
presented to each new made or admitted Brother to be approv’d and subscribed by Him,
immediately after his Making or Admifsion.

25 Law
That no Person shall be propos’d As & for A Member of this Lodge who is of the
same Profession or Trade with any Member of this Lodge ; But who shall be proposed
to this Lodge by the Member of that Profefsion or by his permission.

26th

That every Member transgressing against this Order shall forfeit a Bottle of
Wine.

27tk
That no Member shall publickly offer any Tickets in this Lodge either for y*
Benefit of any Player or other Person.
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DR. ROBERT FLUDD,

(RoBertrs DE FrucTiBus.)

The English Rosicrucian, Life and Writings, by J. B. Craven, Rector of St. Olaf’s
Episcopal Church, Kirkwall. Kirkwall, MDCCCCIIL 8vo, Frontispiece, pp. xvi.-260.

A REVIEW
BY BRO. EDWARD ARMITAGE.

HIS book is welcome as the first attempt to give in detail an account
of Fludd and his opinions. We have had various short accounts of
him before, among which I may note a chapter in ¢ The real History
of the Rosicrucians,” by A. E. Waite, 1887, and the allusions to him
in “ The History of Freemasonry,” by R. F. Gould, 1885, vol. ii., chap.
13, but these have merely whetted the appetite for more particulars

of this strange and gifted person. Hargrave Jennings has exploited him in *The
Rosicrucians,” where we have a full description of Fludd's birthplace and tomb, a list
of his works extracted from Fuller, while Fludd himself is made to do duty as a mouth-
piece for his commentator’s ideas on all things in heaven and earth. Bro. Craven does
not seem to attach very great weight to Hargrave Jennings’ work, but the wonder is
rather that he should quote it as of the smallest value in any attempt to give a truthful
picture of Robert Fludd.

Born in 1574, of good family, young Fludd went up to Oxford in 1591, taking
the B.A. degree in 1597 and the M.A. in the following year. Our attention is drawn to
the probable influence exercised on him at St. John’s College by John Buckeridge, a
staunch Churchman, afterwards successively Bishop of Rochester and Ely, -while
William Laud, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, was his fellow student. Dr. John
Rainoldes, a distinguished Rabbinical scholar was too, at this time, President of Corpus
Christi College, and his teaching may bave in some measure accounted for the bent of
Fludd's studies. Next we find him abroad from 1598 to 1604, giving lectures, teaching
in noble families, always himself a learner. In Rome, as Fludd tells us, he became
acquainted with Gruterius, much esteemed * for his excellency in the Mathematick, and
in the art of Motions and inuentions of Machines.” ¢ This gentleman tanght mee the
best of my skill in those practices.” From him too he learned a * magneticall
experiment,” which, as Bro. Craven points out, was probably the origin of Fludd’s
acquaintance with the weapon salve.

Fludd returned to Oxford in 1604, and the following year received the degree of
M.B. and M.D. He seems already to have struck out a line of his own, for we find that
his opinions and his contempt for Galen’s system of medicine were regarded by the
College of Physicians as distinctly heterodox and although he came before them for
examination in 1606, it was not till 1609 that he was admitted a Fellow of the College.
Subsequently his ability seems to have been so highly appreciated that he was Censor
of the College in the years 1618, 1627, 1633 and 1634.

Bro. Craven having shown us in so able a way what was the nature of Fludd’s
education, and having drawn special attention to the various influences which it is
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reasonable to suppose may have served to mould his character, thus describes him.
(p- 132) “ A man, hated and attacked by the Jesuits, and who yet was so learned as to
be chosen tutor to princes of the house of Guise, to relatives of the Pope, and to other
Roman Catholic youths of high birth and promise, was no ordinary man. Culture,
refinement, went along with learning and immense diligence. Fludd proved himself in
all circumstances an ardent supporter of the church of his baptism. The Bishops of
England were his chief friends and King James his constant patron.”

Many of Fludd's ideas show markedly the influence of Paracelsus. He would
appear from contemporary accounts to have been successful as a Doctor though, even at
that time of strange and curious medicines, there were some who stigmatised his
remedies as magical and savouring of the devil. More particularly his weapon salve
came in for much abuse in a pamphlet by Wm. Foster, Parson of Hedgley, entitled
 Hoplocrismaspongus ”’ or a sponge to wipe away the weapon salve. We are told that
the ‘ unguent” consists ‘“of man's mosse, blood, and fat,” and “hath in it a naturall
Balsame. This naturall Balsame, by the influence of the starres, causeth a sympathy
between the weapon and the wound ; and so the application of the medecine to the one
effects the cure upon the other.” Foster says that as Fludd has placed the title of
“ Armiger before the doctor, he may well teach the weapon curing medecines. His very
defence of the salve is enough to make bim be suspected of witchcraft.”

To this jest Fludd replies (p. 206), “I will express the canse why I put the
Esquier before the Doctor. It is for two considerations: first, because I was an
Esquier, and gave armes before I was a Doctor, as being a Knight's Sonne; Next,
because, thongh a Doctor addeth gentilitie to the person who by descent is ignoble, yet
it is the opinion of most men, and especially of Heraulds, that a gentleman of antiquitie
is to be preferred before any one of the first Head or Degree.” (Foster’s father was a
barber). The charge of witchcraft he answers. “Dr. Fludd is suspected for a
magitian ; Ergo, the Purge of Rubarbe, which he prescribeth—is magicall.” I must
leave the readers of Bro. Craven’s book to enjoy for themselves the account of this
curious controversy together with the accredited cases of cure after use of the weapon
salve.

Sir Walter Scott alludes to its use in the *“ Lay of the last Minstrel "’ (Canto 3, 23.)

“ She drew the splinter from the wound,

And with a charm she stanched the blood ;

She bade the gash be cleansed and bouud :
No longer by his couch she stood ;

But she has ta’en the broken lance,
And wash’d it from the clotted gore,

And salved the splinter o’er and o’er.
William of Deloraine, in trance,

Whene'er she turned it round and round,
Twisted as if she gall'd his wound.

Then to her maidens she did say,

That he should be whole man and sound,
Within the course of a night and day.

Full long she toiled ; for she did rue

Mishap to friend so stout and true.”

Fludd’s reply to Foster was the only book he printed in England, and his
reason is most interesting (p. 42). “I sent them beyond the seas, because our home-
borne Printers demanded of me five hundred pounds to print the first volume, and to
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find the cuts in copper ; but beyond the seas, it was printed at no cost of mine, and that
as I could wish. And I had 16 copies sent me over, with 40 pounds in gold, as my
unexpected gratuitie for it.” ’

Bro. Craven says (p. 30), “ As a physician, one of Fludd’s chief friends was his
renowned fellow or colleague, D. William Gilbert,” famed “ for his magnetick skill and
deep search, as well contemplative as experimentall.” Surely this must be a mistake
as Fludd was not a Doctor when he left England in 1598 and Gilbert died in 1603, the
year before Fludd returned. The words “renowned fellow or collegne” would seem to
be merely appreciatory.

The epitome at the head of each chapter is excellent, but I have sadly felt
the want of an index which would have added much to its value as a book of reference.
The bibliography at the end is most useful but somewhat wanting in that extreme
accuracy which one is taught to look for in a bibliography. For instance, the title
of Fludd’s answer to Foster is given in full in the bibliography (p. 250) and more
briefly in the text on p. 205. On comparison of the title in the bibliography with
a copy of the book itself I find:—

(line 2). ‘Sqveesing’’ should be * Sqvesing.”

(line 7). ‘“vinegar’ should be * vineger.”

(line 10). There shounld be a | between the words ‘“and '’ and * cleane.”

In the same line ‘“Psal. 92,7, is out of place and should follow after *dulcior |

in the next line.

(line 15). “ affected " should be “effected.”

(line 16). * Royal " should be * royall.”

(line 20). There should be a | between the words *“enemies” and “of.” -

(line 25). ‘““own ” should be *“owne.”

(line 26). ‘ Batler " should be * Butter.”

On p. 205 we have the name * Butter” given correctly, as also the word
‘* vineger,” but we find “to” for “ unto,” * Squeesing " for * SQVESING,” * virtuous” for
‘ vertuous,” * wiping away the” for “ wiping away of the,” and *“clean ” for “cleane.”

We are told (p. 31), “ The intention of this work is to show Fludd’s connection
with the Rosicrucian Society, and to bring into notice his intense religious devotion and
wonderful religious insight, the result of immense research and great *personal
sanctity.””

Bro. Craven truly says (p. 238), ¢ The intensity of reverence which saw the hand
of God in everything, and His sacred presence generating, preserving and controlling all,
in an absolute nearness and actunal filling of all in all, was the key to Fludd’s chsracter
and writings.” Reverence is the predominant characteristic in the interesting portrait
which serves as a frontispiece.

Intense religious devotion is undoubtedly the predominant note in Fludd’s various
philosophical works. God is present to him everywhere. He is not only the Creator of
the world but the immediate source of every action that takes place in the world. He
is the brightness of the sun. ¢ The snow is a meteor which God draweth forth of His
hidden treasury, in the form of wool, to effect His will upon earth, either by way of
punishment or clemency.” Lightning is a ‘certain fiery aire or spirit, animated by the
brightness of Jehovah.” Thuuder is the ‘“voice of God.” Fludd starts from the
hypothesis that ““ all things were compleatly and ideally in God and of God before they
were made ; that from God all things did flow and spring, namely, out of a secret and
hidden nature to a revealed and manifest condition.” *If we shall multiply an unity as
& root in itself, it will produce but itself, namely, an unity for a square, the which being
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again remultiplicated on itsclf, will bring forth a cube, which is all one with the root or
square, to wit, a simple unity.”

In his *“Mosaicall Philosophy” he tells us that the world is an image of God;
man is an image of the world, and the variety of species upon the earth did proceed
from the act of creation, when the fiat wasspoken. * The hidden element of life is in the
aire.” That is, God giveth life and inspiration to all things. This is that supersub-
stantial food which we are taught by Christ in our * Pater noster to pray for ” (p. 184).
“By the continuity, therefore, of these several and opposite irradiations or emanation of

beams, from God unto the Imperiall Angels, and from them unto the Olympick Spirits,
~ and so continuated from these unto the Elementary spirituall shapes or demons, we may
gather this much, namely, first, that God doth operate onely, essentially, all in all, in
and over all; next, that according unto the variety of His Volunty, He worketh
diversely in this world, and therefore we must know that His Volunty is manifold in
property, because that things are effected, as well in heaven as in earth, after a manifold
operation ; therefore, if God operateth all, and in all, the diversity of His work must
proceed from the multiplicity of His Volunty " (p. 188). * God doth not operate of
necessity, as Aristotle teaches, but of His ¢ proper will and benigne inclination.” If God
acts of His proper essence, it is evident that He is moved by His own accord, so not by
either external compulsion or internal necessity. If it is only of necessity that God acts,
what thanks, or service, or adoration can we owe Him ¥ (p. 177).

As Bro. Craven pauts it (p. 150) “ Every act in nature and in life was to him the
result of divine and immediate law, administered by multitudes of existences.”

Compare for a moment a quotation from Edwin Arnold's * The Song Celestial ”
(a translation of the Bhagavad Gita) Book 7.

Of many thousand mortals, one, perchance,
Striveth for Truth ; and of those few that strive—
Nay, and rise high—one only—here and there—
Kuoweth Me, as I am, the very Truth.

Earth, water, flame, air, ether, life, and mind,
And individuality—those eight
Make up the showing of Me, manifest.

These be my lower Nature ; learn the higher,
Whereby, thou Valiant One! this Universe

Is, by its principle of life, produced ;

Whereby the worlds of visible things are born
As from a Yoni. Know! I am that womb:

1 make and I unmake this Universe :

Than me there is no other Master, Prince !

No other Maker! all these hang on me

As hangs a row of pearls npon its string.

I am the fresh taste of the water; I

The silver of the moon, the gold o’ the sun,

The word of worship in the Veds, the thrill
That passeth in the ether, and the strength

Of man's shed seed. I am the good sweet smell
Of the moistened earth, I am the fire’s red light,
The vital air moving in all which moves,

The holiness of hallowed souls, the root
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Undying, whence hath sprung whatever is;

The wisdom of the wise, the intcllect . .
Of the informed, the greatness of the great,

The splendour of the splendid.

Surely this differs very slightly if at all from Fludd’s expressed beliefs. But
Fludd’s was no life of meditation only. On the contrary he was from his early years a
teacher. We have his lectures and teachings on such varied subjects as Geometry,
Perspective, Arithmetic (military, mental, Pythagorean, astrological, etc.), Music (with
an account of & new musical instrument devised by bim), Optics, Military Science,
Machines, Geography, Astrology, Geomancy, Prophecy, Nativities, Demonology,
Physiognomy, Chiromancy, and the Cabbala besides all his works on chemical and
medical subjects.

We find (p. 181) the following passage. * So the whole world and every creature
i8 ‘ of a twofold nature, whereof the one is contrary unto the other, and yet there is not
anything which is defective.’” The question—Why did God raise up Adam out of the
unformed matter P—these two contraries, is perhaps one of the profoundest secrets of
the divine mysteries. ‘It is too occult a cabale to be explained by mortal capacity.’”
This passage stands out as an exception, for Fludd generally shows no such diffidence
in explaining God’s hidden mysteries. To me the chief blot on his philosophical
treatises is his tendency to dogmatic assertion and the presentment, on the plane of
man’s reasoning powers, of mysteries which could only be appreciated on the spiritual
plane. Still the virility of his character as set forth in Bro. Craven’s most interesting
account must prove a great charm to all the admirers of this remarkable man.

Now let us see what Fludd * the English Rosicrucian” has to say of the
Brethren of the Rosy Cross.

p- 139 “ Since the beginning of the world there has been a succession of men, who,
despising earthly and gross things, have devoted themselves to research into the hidden
mysteries and deep knowledge. Few, indeed, have passed the portals of the temple of
wisdom ; for the most men prefer the broad road to the narrow. Yet a few seek the
tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God, the hidden manna, the white stone, the
white vesture. Their names are written in the book of life, and they become pillars in
the spiritual temple. These, indeed, inhabit the house of wisdom, which is founded on
the mount. These are the wise men spoken of by our Saviour, who have founded their
house on the rock, and which will abide the tempest.”

p. 148 “The brethren of the Rosy Cross, therefore, mean something very
different from what Mersenne, Lanovius, and Gassendi would suggest. Not the gold
sought after by the vulgar herd, or such silver, nor the common fire, are meant by
them. By progress in virtue, by sublimation, by tears, by the inhaling of the divine
breath of God, thus will the soul be sublimated, rendered subtile, able clearly to con-
template God, be conformed to a likeness with the angels ; thus apparently dead, life-
less stones become living and philosophic stones.”

And as to their habitation

p- 140 “The foundation of the house is well known. It is that stone cut out
without hands, which became a great mountain, filling the whole earth, and which
broke the feet of the statme of false worship. The mountain is the true Horeb,
and the real Zion. The ‘petra’ is Christ, upon whom is built the spiritual house.
It is not built, as fools imagine, by alchemy or magic, but is a divine structure. . . .
It may be thus seen that a temple of human construction cannot be meant, for from
the beginning God dwealt not in temples made with hands. The house constructed by
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the Brethren, them, is on the spiritual rock, and is built up of the mystical stones
of wisdom. . . . These living stones are the many members in one body. So,
therefore, the Apostle commands, ¢ Love the brotherhood,” ¢ Let the love of the brother-
hood remain in youn.’”

Accepting these as the tenets of the Rosicruciaus, Fludd stands out prominently
in his writings as a most distinguished Brother of the Rosy Cross.

Now Bro. Craven makes in chap. vi. the following statements—

p- 33 “ The first mention of the Fraternity of the Rosy Cross is alleged to be in
the year 1374, when the Count von Falkinstein, Bishop of Treves, is designed as
‘ Imperator Fraternitatis Roseae Crucis.””

p- 34 “In the year 1507, a secret society, organised by Cornelius Agrippa,
appeared at Paris. That famous occultist is said to have been Imperator of the Society
of the Rosy Cross. The Rosicrucians were reorganised by Theophrastus Paracelsus.
During his long travels in the East, he had evidently become acquainted with the
Indian Secret doctrine, and he drew after him in Europe a large number of disciples,
and united the Rosicrucian system with the older teachings, though we cannot now
easily trace how far this was done.”

Now these statements are derived from a communication to the * Sphinx,”
by Karl Kiesewetter, published in Leipzig, 1886, which was translated and appeared in
“ The Theosophist ” (April, 1886), and was reprinted 1894 in the “ Societas Rosicruciana
in Anglia,” vol. 1., part 3, Newcastle, from which source Bro. Craven quotes.

An examination of this remnrkable production shows that Karl Kiesewetter finds
in the “ Theatrum Chemicum Argentoratum " (1613), “a Bishop of Treves, Count von
Falkenstein, spoken of as ¢ most illustrious and serene prince and father of philosopbers’
in the fourteenth century. That the above was one of the titles of the higher officers
of the Rosicrucian Order is proved by the title of a manuscript in my possession called
“ Compendium totius Philosophise et Alchemisze Fraternitatis Rosss Cructs ex mandato
Serenissimi Comitis de Falkenstein, Imperatoris nostri Anno Domini 1374.” He further
tells us “ About the year 1378 " (7.e. four years later than the above date) ‘ Christian
Rosenkreutz, a knight of noble family, newly returned from the East, established a
secret society at some place now unknown. Rosenkreutz who had learned many secrets
during his travels in Arabia and Chaldea, was the head of this Order, and its object was
the study of the higher chemistry or the search for the ¢ Philosophers’ Stone.’ The
society began with four members their number being afterwards increased to eight.
These lived with Rosenkreutz in a building erected by him called Sanctt Spiritus.
Under a pledge of secrecy Rosenkreutz dictated to the other members the secrets he
had learnt, and this knowledge was written out in books. Although it may have
contained other similar manuscripts of older date, these books formed the nucleuns of the
library of the Order, and in my collection there are a number of manuscripts beginning
from the year 1400, each inscribed with the date at which it was written and the name
of the Imperator by whose orders it was prepared.” With reference to Paracelsus we
learn—*‘ This ¢ Luther of medicive’ is not only called in my manuscripts Imperator but
also Reorganisator. Moreover the title Monarcha Secretorum adopted by Paracelsus and
used against him as a proof of his insanity, points to the same circumstance.”

Parenthetically I may point out that the “ Fama” distinctly says of Paracelsus,
*“ although he was none of our fraternity.”

Karl Kiesewetter classes the * Naometria” of Simon Studion as unintelligible
and unsatisfactory, and places in the same category the “ Fama et Confessio fraterni-
tatis Rose Crucis,” the *“Chemical Marriage of Christian Rosenkreutz,” and the
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“ General Reformation of the whole world,” all of which he attributes to Joh. Val.
Andrea. He acknowledges the great impetus given to the Order by the publication of
the “ Fama,” and draws special attention to the announcement made there that it wounld
be sent forth in five different languages, from which he draws the deduction that
“ these books were a source of commercial profit to their publishers.” It would be a
pertinent question, which to my knowledge has never yet been answered as to what
these different langnages were.

As to their signs we learn:—*In the year 1622 there was a Rosicrucian society
at the Hague, where it was established in a palace and its members lived in wealth.
The society also had houses in Amsterdam, Nurenberg, Hamburg, Dantzig, Mantua,
Venice, and Erfurt. As a sign of recognition the brothers wore a black silk cord in the
top buttonhole. This sign was received by neophytes after they had promised under
oath, as my manuscript says, to be strangled by such a cord rather than break the
silence imposed upon them. ‘Their other sign is that when they go into company they
all wear a blue ribbon to which is attached a golden cross with a rose on_it, and tlis
they are given on being received into the society. This they wear round the neck under
their coats so that not much of it is visible. The golden cross hangs down on the left
side. The third sign is that on the top of the head they have a shaven spot about the
size of a Louis d’Or as you may see on myself. Hence most of them wear a wig in
order not to be recognized, they are moreover very devout and live very quietly. The
fourth sign is that on all high festivals, very early at sunrise, they leave their residence
by that same door (the one facing the sunrise, ¢.e., the East) and wave a small green
flag. When another of them appears at the place where one lives, he goes to this same
place and there they enter into conversation in order to recognize one another, for in the
beginning they do not trust one another. Thus they have a certain greeting among
themselves which is as follows: The stranger says to the man he is visiting ‘Ave
Frater !’ to which the other answers ‘ Ross et Aures;’ then the first says ‘ Crucis.’
Then both together say ¢ Benedictus Deus Dominus noster, qui nobis dedit Signum.” Then
they have a large document to which the Imperator affixes the secret seal.’”

We are given a summary of the chief points in the history of the Order during
the 17th centary, from which is carefully omitted all notice of the publication of the
“Fama”! We are told too that Kiesewetter's great grandfather was Imperator of the
Order in 1769, and that “in 1792 it had been decided to release the brothers from their
oath and to destroy the library and the archives.” This document does not seem to me
worthy of serious consideration, nor does it appeur to have received it from any writer
on the Rosicrucian controversy with whose works I am acquainted.

The “Fama et Confessio,” by whomever they were drawn up, seem to me to
have been but a ballon d’essat which was never followed up. I cannot agree with Bro.
Wynn Westcott when he denies that they were by the same hand, and says (4.Q.C.,
vol vii,, p. 40), “ If there is one thing clear it is that in the ‘ Fama ' there is no reference
to the Reformed Church, while in the ‘Confessio,” the whole tone is Lutheran. Now
the chief work of the Reformation took place between 1510—1560 ; that is between the
assumed dates of the.closure and re-opening of the vault. The ¢ Fama’ treats of their
form of Christianity as contrasted to Mohammedanism and Pagan worship, while in the
¢ Confessio ’ there is an adoption of Lutheran views as contrasted with those of Roman
Catholicism : from this change of attitude and from the different style of the two texts
I conclude that although one man may bave published and edited both tracts, yet it is
certain that one mind did not compose both,”
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The ““Fama” being mainly descriptive and the ‘ Confessio” didactic, would
largely account for the predominant position given to Liutheran doctrines in the latter.
Still, in the “Fama” we find, “ We also stedfastly beleeve, that if our Brethren and
Fathers had lived in this our present and clear light, they would more roughly have
handled the Pope, Mahomet, scribes, artists, and sophisters, and showed themselves
more helpful, not simply with sighs and wishing of their end and confirmation.”

Surely Roman Catholicism and Mahommedanism as typified by the Pope and
Mahomet are here classed together as equally obnoxious.

The Library of Goéttingen, according to Buhle, contains a body of letters from
would-be aspirants for the honour of belonging to the Rosicrucian Society who had no
address of their own to which candidates could be referred. To none of these letters do
we know of any answer baving been given.

The same writer tells us too that Michael Maier attempted in vain to introduce
himself to the notice of the Society, in wkom he firmly believed, but not succeeding,
established an order of his own on what he conceived to be similar lines. However, we
are now concerned with Fladd. Bro. Wynn Westcott says that he was initiated abroad.
If so this must have taken place before his return to England in 1604, and oue would
like to know the grounds for this statement. In 1616 Fludd issued his ‘ Apologia ” in
defence of the Brethren of the Rosy Cross. Bro. Craven, in describing the contents of
this book, says—(p. 45), “ He asks pardon of the Brotherhood if, through his ignorance,
he has made any error or mistake in his ‘ Apologia.” He adds, ‘he wished nothing
more or better than to be only the lowest associate in your order, that he might satisfy
the inquisitive ears of men by a trustworthy spreading of your renown.” He then states
shortly who he is. ‘I am, he says, ‘of a distinguished noble race. My Spouse is called
‘desire of wisdom ;' my children are the fruits produced by it. . . . . I have
considered almost all European countries with my outward and inner eyes. I have
experienced and fortunately overcome the stormy sea, the steep mountains, the slippery
vallies, ignorance on land, and the coarseness of the towns; the haughtiness and pride
of the citizens, avarice, faithlessness, ignorance, foulness, almost all human incon-
veniences, and yet have met no one who had attained that highest happiness, or really
knew himself, or perceived that true light spoken of by St. John, which sheweth in
darkness. I have found that almost everywhere vanity rules and triumphs. All seems
to be self-assertive misery and vanity itself.” He then bids the Brethren farewell, in all
kindness and affection.”

I think the tone of the above would lead any reasonable person to believe that
Fludd was attempting in this way to commend himself to the notice and consideration
of the Brotherhood, trusting that the statement of who he is, etc., might lead this
elusive Brotherhood to consider him a most fit and proper candidate for their mysteries.

Again to quote from the “ Summum Bonum,” issued in 1629. To the question
¢ Anue tu ex Roseae Crucis fraterculis unus ? ”” he replies *“ Ad ultimam interrogationem
dico, me minime tantam unquam a Deo meruisse gratam, agnoscentem cum Apostolo,
non est tstud donum violentis aut currentis sed Dei miscerescentis, si Deo placuisset voluisse
sat erit.”

Am I straining a point in suggesting that Fludd, who wrote the * Apologia,” in
1616, now thirteen years later suspects, if indeed he does not know, that the Rosicrucian
Brotherhood is a myth, and while the tenets of the Brethren of the Rosy Cross, being
indeed his own, are as dear to him as ever, he answers to the question whether he be
one that it is in God’s hands. If we refer to the 9th chapter of Romans, from which he
takes his quotation, we may, I think, gather that the question to Fludd's mind is
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practically “ Are you one of the elect 7’ To which he truly answers that his election
is in God’s hands, ignoring altogether any human Brotherhood, however exalted.
Again, in the “ Clavis Philosophiae,” published in 1633, Fludd speaks of the Rosicrucian
Brotherhood in the following terms—* Fratres R.C. olim sic dicti, quos nos hodie
Sapientes, vel Sophos vocamus ; omisso ille nomine, tanquam odioso miseris mortalibus
velo ignorantia obductis, et in oblivione hominum jam fere sepulto.” Here we have the
generic term ‘“ wise men or sages " substituted for the specific Rosicrucian Brotherhood.
To those who know and appreciate the whole-souled devotion of Fludd, the name of
Brother of the Rosy Cross must always be held in honour, while the fiction of the
Rosicracian Society, as indeed I deem it, has exercised many minds, and has been not
the least interesting of the many controversies that the world has seen. To Bro. Craven
a deep debt of gratitude is due for his careful and able presentment of Fludd's life and
character. The work has been no easy task, for the amount of material to be examined
was enormous, and the selection of its salient points a matter of no small difficulty. It
is only an enthusiast who could have given us such a book, and I trust that we may ere
long have more from Bro. Craven's pen on the life and belief of other devoted admirers
of the Brothers of the Rosy Cross.

Althongh I have found myself forced to the conclusion that the Rosicrucians
never had an existence as a Brotherhood, such as is claimed for them by the * Fama,”
yet 1 yield to no one in my admiration and respect for those tenets, ascribed to them by
Fludd, which formed the guiding star of his own life.
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W. Taylor, F. A. Powell, G. P. G. Hills, J. D. B. Gribble, C. Isler, H. Sannion, W. H. Cave, D. Bick,
G. Ratherford, J. W. Odell, F. W. Owen, A. Baines, A. A. Millward, F. A. Hazzledine, H. G. Burrows,
W. Felton, A. Henning, J. A. Webb, E. J. Gairdner, W. Braine, P.G.D.; Dr. A. E. Sansom, P.G.D.;
C. W. P. Hollingbery, E. A. Kendall, G. E. Gregory, W. F. Stuttaford, J. Hands, H. Eaborn, Rev. W. E.
Scott-Hall, A. Y. Mayell, J. H. Judd, C. L. Edwards, W. E. Huxtable, E. H. Pike, F. Stdtzer, W.J.
Gardner, E. J. Chapman, L. Danielsson, J. D. Hamlyn, C. A. Chapman, W. Sparks, J. 8. Webb,
A. A. Carter, W. Busbridge, S. R. Clarke, A. Wise, W. Hammond, H. King, 8. Walsh Owen, W. H.

Brown, L. G. Tate, G. Fallbrook, O. Marsland, and R. C. Watson.

Also the following visitors:—Bros. B. D. Pontifex, City of London Lodge No. 901; F. J.
Burgoyne, Lambeth Boro' Council Lodge No. 2941; W. G. Fuller, Abercorn Lodge No. 1549; A.
Holdsmith, St. Bride's Lodge No. 2817; A. J. Grindlay, P.M. Bolan Lodge No. 691; J. H. Warne,
Historic Lodge No. 2822; N. 0. Noakes, P.M. Pythagorean Lodge No. 79; G. J. Brazendale, Friendship
Lodge No. 206; T.C. Clarke, South Norwood Lodge No. 1139; Count de Constantin, Italia Lodge No.
2687 ; and W. C. Williams, Sphinx Lodge No. 1329.

One Grand Lodge and forty-seven brethren were admitted to the membership of the Corres-
pondence Circle.

The Ballot for Bro. J. Ross Robertson as a joining member of the Inner Circle was postponed
until he should arrive in England.

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Bros. Canon J. W. Horsley, E. Conder, Jun,,
Dr. Chetwode Crawley, T. B. Whytehead, E. Macbean, J. P. Rylands, E. A. T. Breed, E. Armitage,
H. Sadler, W. M. Bywater, L. A. de Malczovich, and E. J. Castle.

ExniBiTs.—By Bro. 8idney Clarke. Clothing worn by his grandfather, Abraham Clarke, as
follows: Craft P.M. Apron (11} by 15), Royal Arch Apron of white silk and Breast Jewel. Bro.
Abrabam Clarke was initiated in the Apollo Lodge at Beccles on February 4th, 1808, and served as
W.M. in 1817, 1820 and 1822. The present Secretary of the Lodge (Bro. Arthar R. Scott) remembers
him as a very old man when he (Bro. Scott) was a boy. On the formation of the Chapter at Beccles in
1822, Bro. Clarke was nominated in the Petition as Third Principal, the Rev. R. R. Cepe being the first,
and a Bro. F. W. Farr the second. This last named brother was not at the time a Royal Arch Mason,
and it appears that to put himself in order he went to Norwich and was exalted in a Chapter there.
Where Bro. Clarke took the Degree I have not been able to ascertain, but his Jewel (which was made
by Thomas Harper) is dated 1808, or only two years after his initiation. On the 24th July, 1822, the
Beccles Chapter was duly formed and the Principals installed, and the Minutes state that * The
business of the Chapter being over the Lodge . . . proceeded to Church.”

By Bro. E. A. T. Breed. Collection (bonnd) of over 70 engravings from the Freemasons’
Magazine, 1793 - 1797.

By Bro. G. L. Shackles. Collection of Special Centenary Jewels, prior to 1865.

By Bro. Thorp. Two flat engraved Silver Jewels (to appear in 4.Q.C.); and a copper plate for
printing aprons.

1t was announced that the Summer Ouating would be held at Worcester, from Thursday, the 7th
of July, until Sunday, the 10th of July next.

Bro. W. H. RYLANDS read the following paper :—
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“MINUTES OF AN EXTINCT LODGE.”
BY BRO. E. A. T. BREED, P.M.

HE Extinct Lodge, the Minutes of which T propose to read extracts
| from, was known as “ The Royal Sussex Lodge,” No. 720. According
to Lane’s Records, the date of its Warrant was March 30th, 1820, its
meeting places at The Steyne Hotel, Worthing, and after 1827, at
' | a private room, Marine Parade, Worthing. It was erased 5th
" September, 1838.

The Minute Book of this Extinct Lodge has been kindly lent to me by W.Bro.
V. P. Freeman, the esteemed Prov. G. Sec. for Sussex. A perusal of its contents I
may at once say, reveals no incident of exceptional interest. At the same time it
discloses a variety of procedure, as also a record of many minor matters, which may
prove of interest to some, and to others, serve to provide or strengthen some link, a
reference to which may happen in the extracts I shall proceed to give.

The Minute Book (which appears to have lost its original cover) commences
with a meeting held on June 13th, 1820 (where or at what hour is not stated), of which
the following is a copy.

“After a committee for general purposes, consisting of the undermentioned
Members of this Lodge, wherein the dispensation from the Grand Lodge, for helding
the said Lodge, was read by Bro. Trotter; the Brothers repaired to the Lodge Room,
where the First mecting of the said Lodge was opened in due form ... . in the First
degree of Antient Masonry.”

Present,
Bro. Chat. Bew, P.S.G.W., W.M.
Tho?. Trotter Sen’. Warden
Fredk. Cooper Jun’. Warden
Joseph Smart. Sen’. Deacon
Geo Parsons. Inner Guard
W=, Robinson Secretary
W, Corbett. Tyler Pro Tempore

of the Lodge of Harmony No°. 522 Visitor.

“ After an Introductory exordium delivered by the Worshipfull Master, The
Business of the Lodge commenced by the Junior Warden reading the Rules and
Regulations, which was apprbved, and signed by all the members present.”

““Proposed by Bro Trotter and seconded by Bro Cooper that the Jewels and all
other Property of the Lodge, be delivered to the care of Bro Geo: Parsons.”

«Mr, William Munday, Druggist, M*. Joseph Parsons, Innkeeper, and Mr, Sam!,
Goodman, Coachmaster, all of Worthing and M’. Fredk. Dawes, of Leadenhall St
London, Attorney-at-Law, and M*. John Nichol, Publican of Worthing, were severally
proposed and seconded as Candidates for Masonry, to be balloted for on a subsequent
Lodge night.”

“Bro Trotter proposed, and seconded by Bro Cooper That Bro Geo: Parsons
and Joseph Smart, be raised to the Third Degree on the next Lodge night.”
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“ Bro. Trotter proposed that in consequence of the very handsome manner in
which our Worshipfull Master, Bro. Charles Bew, P.S.G.W. has come forward to assist
The Royal Sussex Lodge, in its establishment and opening this evening, that, He
becomes an Honorary Member of this Lodge, which being duly seconded by Bro.
Cooper, was unanimously ordered by the Lodge.”

¢ All business being finished the Lodge was closed in due form.”

Signed
‘Wm. Robinson,
Secretary.

The Minutes of this meeting it will be observed, as also the Minutes of all other
meetings, are signed by the Secretary, or Secretary pro tem.

The Minutes of this first meeting speak for themselves, and inasmuch as four
candidates were proposed for initiation (there were actually five, but the fifth it will
appear from the Minutes of the next meeting was to fill the office of Tyler), the auspices
appear favourable for the Lodge’s future success.

1820.—At the next meeting of the Lodge held on Tuesday, July 11th, 1820, the
same brethren attended as are mentioned at the first meeting, with the addition of Bro.
Broadhead, Lodge of Harmony, Junior Deacon p.t., Richard Monkhouse, of the same
Lodge, Bro. Joseph Smart, jun., of Howard Lodge, and Charles Wright, of Royal
Clarence Lodge. M.C. pro tempore—as visitors.

The Lodge was opened in the first degree of Antient Masonry . ... The
Minutes of the last Lodge read and confirmed.

“Mr. William Munday of Worthing, Ballotted for and unanimously accepted.”

Similar entries regarding Mr. Joseph Parsons, Mr. Samuel Goodman and Mr.
Frederick Dawes.

‘“Mr. John Nichol of Worthing, Ballotted for and unanimously elected, for the
purpose of taking the office of Tyler to this Lodge, and was regularly initiated into the
First Degree of Antient Masonry accordingly.”

It was next *proposed and seconded that a Lodge of Emergency be held on
Tuesday 1*. of August next for the purpose of Raising to the Third Degree Bro®.
George Parsons and Jost. Smart, and for arranging and passing the Accounts, &c.,
relative to the Regalia &c. purchased for this Lodge.”

“Mr. W=, Munday, M~ Joseph Parsons and Mr. Sam!. Goodman regularly
initiated into the First Degree of Antient Masonry, with due form.”

It was proposed and seconded that ‘ Bro. Munday be appointed Treasurer to this
Lodge which was carried unanimously by acclamation’ and he was invested accordingly.”

Bro. Munday was evidently a popular member and was annually re-elected to
that office as long as the Lodge existed. He held the office of S.W. however in 1822-3,
and in November of the latter year was nominated for the Mastership, but declined the
office, ¢ from an idea of his inability of doing justice to that exalted situation.”

Bro. Joseph Parsons was also proposed and seconded as Junior Deacon, which was
carried unanimously, and he was invested accordingly. Likewise Bro. Samuel Goodman
be appointed to the office of I.G., and Bro. George Parsons to that of Master of the
Ceremonies, which being carried unanimously they were invested accordingly.

Another candidate was proposed and to be balloted for the next Lodge night.

“The W.M. then enquired of Bros. Munday, Parsons and Goodman if they chose
to become subscribing members of this Lodge, and being answered in the affirmative by
each Bro. they were enrolled as such accordingly.”
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All business being finished the Lodge was closed . . . . being adjourned to
Tuesday, the 1st day of August next—emergencies excepted.

This practice of adjourning the Lodge after closing appears to have invariably
prevailed, at any rate during the earlier years of the Lodge’s existence.

The promotion of Bro. Munday from initiate to the important office of Treasurer
appears somewhat rapid, as also those of Bros. Parsons and Goodman, but the fact of
the Lodge being a newly started one, and apparently with insufficient members or
founders to fill those offices, no doubt accounts for it.

There is also the request if the initiates “ chose to become subscribing members,”
and, on an affirmative answer, the order accordingly for their enrolment. This practice
was also subsequently almost invariably followed, and was doubtless, in accordance
with the * Constitutions " in force at that date : Whereby it was provided * an Initiated
Bro ...” was “ to be received as a member of a Lodge without further proposition,
provided he expressed his wish to that effect on the day of his Initiation.”

A Lodge of Emergency was held on August 10th, when

*“ The Lodge opened in the First Degree of Antient Masonry” . . .. “ which
being regularly closed in that degree was Re opened in the Second Degree of antient
Masonry . . . . which also being regularly closed, was Reopened in the Third degree of
Antient Masonry” . . . .

Bros. G. Parsons and J. Smart “ Raised to the Third degree of antient Masonry
in due form, after which, all business being finished, the Lodge was closed with
Harmony & Brotherly love, and adjourned to the second Tuesday in the present month,
emergencies excepted.”

A week later, vizt: On August 8th a regular Lodge was held when two new
candidates were proposed and seconded, and ordered to be balloted for on a subsequent
Lodge night.

“ All business in the First degree being finished, the Lodge was closed in that
degree . . . . and Re opened in the second . ... when Bros. Munday, J. Parsons,
S. Goodman & J. Nichol were regularly passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft in
Antient Masonry in due form.”

“ Resolved that the Thanks of this Lodge should be transmitted by the Secretary
to Bro. Jost. Smart of the Howard Lodge, for his very Handsome Present to the Lodge
of The Rough and Perfect Ashler, which was done accordingly.

Bro. M. Smith requested to become a subscribing member, which being granted
He is enrolled accordingly.

All business being closed for the evening The Lodge was closed with Harmony,
and Bro. Love, & adjourned to the 2°¢ Tuesday in the ensuing month, emergencies
excepted.” .

A Lodge of Emergency was held on the 22nd August however, when a Mr. Bing
of London was balloted for, and unanimously elected and was regularly initiated, and
at his request became a subscribing member.

This was all the business for that evening and the Lodge was closed and
adjourned to the second Tuesday in the ensuing month.

On Tuesday, September 12th, the regular Lodge was held and opened in
the first degree, and the Minutes of the last two Lodges read and confirmed.

‘ Bro. Trotter proposed that Bros. Munday, Parsons, Goodman & Nichol be
Raised to the Third Degree, which being duly seconded by Bro. Cooper was ordered
accordingly.”
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Two more candidates were proposed and seconded and ordered to be balloted
for the next Lodge night.

All business in the first degree being finished, the Lodge as usual *“ was closed in
due form and Re opened in the 2nd Degree . . . . when Bro. M. Smith was regularly
Passed to the Degree of a Fellowcraft.

The Lodge was closed in the second Degree and Re-opened in the Third . . . . .
when Bros Munday, Parsons, Goodman & Nichol were regularly Raised to the Third
Degree of Antient Masonry in due form.”

‘ After some excellent observations by the W.M. explanatory of that sublime
Degree the Masters Lodge was closed in the most solemn manner and Re opened in the
First Degree

When it was proposed and seconded that a Lodge of Emergency should be called
to Initiate M*. Fk, Dawes of London and for balloting for M*. W. F. Brough of Bristol
which was ordered accordingly—

All business being finished the Lodge was closed with Harmony and adjourned
to the 26th of the present month emergencies excepted.”

A Lodge of Emergency was held on the 26th September when Mr. Fuller
and Mr. Brough were balloted for and unanimously elected and Initiated; Bro. Fuller
only requested to become a subscribing member, Bro. Brough hailing from Bristol it
will be remembered.

It was then proposed that Bro®. Bing and Brough be passed to the second degree
on the next Lodge night which being seconded was ordered accordingly. The Lodge
was then closed.

The next meeting was held on October 10th when the Lodge opened in the first
degree of Antient Masonry . . . . and the Minutes of the last. two Lodges was ‘ read
and confirmd.”

After the “ usual preparatory questions ” had been put by the Senior Warden (the
W.M. it may be mentioned being recorded as present) to Bros. Bing and Brough and
properly answered by them the Lodge was closed in the first degree ... . and
re-opened in the second degree when Bros. Bing and Brough were passed to the
degree of a Fellow Craft (it will be noted this was only 14 days after initiation).

Bro. M. Smith was then taken in hand—and after the * requisite and necessary
examination " by the S.W. and the questions properly answered by him, the Lodge was
closed in the second degree and re-opened in the third degree . . . . when Bro. Smith
was Raised to the degree of a Master Mason after which the Lodge was duly closed in
that degree and re-opened in the first degree.

It was proposed aud seconded ‘‘ that Bro. Fuller be passed to the Second Degree
the next Lodge night and ordered accordingly.”

This finished the business and the Lodge was * generally closed with Harmony
&c. and adjourned as usnal.

" The next meeting was held on November 14th, when after the Lodge had
been opened and the Minutes of last Lodge read and confirmed.

“In consequence of unforseen circumstances Mr. Dawes of Londou has hitherto
been prevented from his attendance in order to his being Initiated into the Mysteries of
Antient Masonry in this Lodge.”

Bro. Cooper proposed * that a further indulgence of Three Months from this day
should be granted to M*. Dawes” which being seconded by Bro. Trotter was ordered
accordingly.
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The Lodge was then closed in the first degree and re-opened in the second as
asual. Bro. Fuller passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft. Bro. Trotter then proposed
that ¢ a Jewell, chain and Ribbon for the Muster of the Ceremonies, and a chain for the Past
Masters Jewel should be provided at the expense of the Lodge”—which being duly
seconded was ordered accordingly.

After which the Lodge was closed in the second degree and re-opened in the
third . . . . when Bro. Bing was raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason in
due form.

The Lodge was then “ geunerally closed ’ and adjourned as usual.

The next meeting was held on December 12th, when after the Lodge had been
opened and the Minutes confirmed,

“ Bro. Cooper proposed that the members of this Lodge dine together on Friday
the 29th Instt. which being duly seconded was ordered accordingly.

““ Bro. Cooper then proposed that a Committee of General Purposes consisting of
the Past and Present officers of the Lodge, be appointed, who shall have full power to
transact the business of the Lodge, that the W.M. pro. tem. be the President of the
Committee and that any Three of whom shall form a quorum—which being duly
seconded was ordered accordingly, and also that any proceedings of such Committee be
reported to the next General Lodge or Lodge of Emergency if requisite.”

In consequence of the above resolution a Committee of General Purposes was
ordered to be held on Thursday the 21st inst.

All business being ended in the first degree the Lodge was closed in that degree
and opened in the third degree. . . . . “when Bro. Brough was Raised to the
Degree of a Master Mason in due form.”

The Lodge was then generally closed and adjourned as usunal.

On the 29th December the Minute Book records the name of those present:—

““In consequence of the resolution of the last lodge that the members of this Lodge
should meet on this day to celebrate the Festival of St. John the Evangelist by dining
together, the above named Bro®. met and celebrated the same with Harmony and Brotherly
love accordingly.”

The list of those present contains the names of the W.M. and eight other
Brethren—this closes the minutes for the year.

1821.—The next meeting of this Lodge was in the New Year, on January 9th,
1821, when Mr. Tribe, a solicitor of Worthing, was proposed as a candidate, also Mr.
Fuller, of Worthing, a linen draper. The Lodge was closed in the first degree and
opened in the second. After the * requisite and necessary examination "’ of a Brother and
the ‘ questions ’’ properly answered, the Lodge was closed in the second and opened in the
third degree, when the Brother was regularly admitted to the degree of a Master
Mason in due form.

“Bro. Trotter proposed seconded by Bro. Jos!. Parsons that a ‘canophy for the
Masters Throne be immediately provided ’ which was ordered accordingly.”

All business being finished, the Lodge was generally closed, &c., and adjourned
to the second Tuesday ensning month—emergencies excepted.

At the February meeting Mr. Tribe and Mr. Fuller were balloted for, elected,
and regularly initiated, and having requested to become subscribing members of the
Royal Sussex Lodge, were admitted accordingly.

Another gentleman, a Mr. Thos. Palmer, of Worthing, Plumber and Glazier, was
proposed as a candidate and ordered to be balloted for the next Lodge night.
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This finished the business for that evening, and the Lodge was closed and
adjourned, &e.

The Lodge next met in March—was opened in the first degree—the minutes read
and confirmed, and M". Palmer Ballotted for, elected and regularly initiated.

“ After the proper and preliminary questions had been put by the Sen. Warden ”
(Bro. Bew, the W.M., is recorded as amongst those attending the Lodge) * and properly
answered by Bro®. Tribe and Fuller the Lodge was closed in the First Degree and opened
in the Second and they were passed to the Second Degree.”

Bro. Parsons, the initiate, requested to become a subscribing member and was
admitted and enrolled.

All business being finished the Lodge was generally closed, &c.

At the meeting in April, after opening the Lodge, reading and confirming the
Minutes and the proper and preliminary questions had been put by the W.M. to Bro.T.
Palmer, to enable him to take the degree of a Fellowship, and by him very promptly
answered, the Lodge was closed in the first and opened in the second degree, and he
was regularly passed.

A Bro. Best was then proposed as Honorary Member of this Lodge and appointed
organist.

The Lodge was then closed.

At the meeting on May 8th, Bro. Wm. Munday is described as * Treasurer
and Past Master P.T.” and at this meeting all the officers except the W.M. (Bro. Bew)
M.C., Secretary and Tyler have these letters after their names. The Lodge opened in
the first degree of Antient Masonry.

“When Bro Cooper, after stating the very unhandsome manner in which
(notwithstanding the unamimous request of the Trustees and Proprietors of the Pews
in the Chapel to the Revd. W=, Davidson) he had refused the use of his pulpit on the
approaching Festival for the Consecration of the Royal Sussex Lodge, for the purpose
of a sermon being preached by a Revd. Brother, before the P.D.G.Master and the
Provincial Grand Lodge. Proposed, that a deputation should be appointed to wait upon
the Revd. Mr. Hooper, to solicit the use of his church at Sompting, for the above
purpose, which being duly seconded by Bro. Munday, was ordered accordingly.”

The Minutes of the last Lodge, having been previously read and confirmed and
the necessary examination of Bros. Tribe, Fuller and Palmer, the Lodge was closed
in the first degree and opened in the third, * when the three Brothers were raised to
the sublime degree of Master Masons after which the Lodge was closed with Harmony
and Brotherly Love,” &c.

The next meeting records the consecration of the Lodge, vizt on Tuesday, June
5th, 1821.

Present,
Bro. The Revd. S. J. Tufnell D.P.G. Master
» Chat. Bew P.G.S*. Warden
» John Wilson P.G.Jr. Warden

The P.G. Chaplain. Treasurer. Secretary. S.& J. Deacons. *‘‘Conductor of
the Ceremonies.” Sword Bearer. Purst. S%. Bearer P.T. Organist & Steward P.T.

“ A Provincial Grand Lodge being held this day at Worthing the D.P.
Grand Master (by appointment) entered the Royal Sussex Lodge in state, attended by
all his Grand Officers, at two o'clock P.M. Present—Together with the P.G.M. and
the officers of P.G. Lodge before enumerated. The Masters and Wardens of all the
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Lodges in the province (with the exception of the Wellington Lodge, Rye, Ne. 651, and
the Derwent Lodge N°. 54, Hastings), and with numerous other Brethren as Visitors in
addition to the following named members of the Royal Sussex Lodge.” Then follows
the names of the W.M. and fifteen members.

“The Lodge was then opened in due form by the Deputy Prov!. Grand Master
assisted by his Grand Officers in the three Craft degrees. The Warrant and Constitn-
tion together with the Minutes of the last Lodge was read by the P.G. Secretary, and
the Minutes being confirmed, the Worshipfull Master elect (Bro. Chas. Bew P.G.S.W.)
was presented at the Pedestal by the Worshipful Master of Lodge Ne. 632, acting as
Past Deputy Provl. G.M. for the approbation of the Right Worshipful D.P. Grand
Master, who, in tarn presented him to the ¢ Brethern’ of the Royal Sussex Lodge, at
the same time demauding if it was their wish that he should proceed to Install the said
Bro. Cha*. Bew as their Master, and if they were willing to pay him chearfull obedience
as such, in all his lawful and just commands, assent having been given by the brethern
Bro. Chas. Bew was then [nstalled in a private room with the usual ceremonies; on his
return to the Lodge, He proceeded to appoint his officers who were respectively invested
with Insignia of their rank by the officer of the Prov!. Grand Lodge.

““ The Lodge being thus constituted, the Members of the same did Homage to the
Provl. G. Lodge and By their Master promised obedience to the Laws and Constitution
of the Craft.

“The Rt W. Dep’ Prov!. G. Master then in a very emphatic address pointed out
to the Brethern of the new Lodge, the seriousness of their present undertaking, the
strong necessity that they would be under of putting on an additional curb to the reins
of Prudence in this small Town, where the eyes of All would be on them (particularly
from a Recent event) and concluded by a very handsome and just compliment to the
Members of the Royal Sussex Lodge, for their truly Masonic appearance and Behaviour,
this day, both as Gentlemen and Masons.

“Bro. Cha®. Bew, Worshipful Master, returned thanks in a manner which did
credit to the Lodge he represented.

The Provl. G. Sec. then Proclaimed the Royal Sussex Lodge N°. 720 (and Ne, 11
Provincial) in the Antient Form accompanied with Musie.

“The Lodge was then closed by the R.W.D.P.G.M. in the Three Craft Degrees
and the ¢ Brethern’ retired to prepare for the Banquet.”

These Minutes are signed,

D. Jacques,
Prov!l. Grand Secretary and Registrar.

also by the Secretary of the Lodge.

The next meeting was held a week afterwards, June 12th, and after the Lodge
had been opened, the Minutes of the last Lodge being called for, could not be read in
consequence of Bro. Jacques, P.G.Sec., not having furnished the Secretary of this Lodge
with the Minutes of the proceedings of the Prov. Grand Lodge on the 5th inst., which
he however subsequently did, as appears from the foregoing extract.

Accounts were examined and ordered to be paid, and the Lodge closed and
adjourned, &c.

So far I have extracted the Minutes very fully in order to show the early life
history and mode of proceedure in this Lodge, but I must now be more brief.
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At the meeting in July the only record of the work done is * The Brethren
with the assistance of the W.M. went through the Seven Sections peculiar to the First
Degree of Free and Accepted Masons.” Lodge closed in Brotherly Love and
Harmony, &c.

At the next meeting in August the only incident to record was a proposition by
Bro. Tho®. Trotter, ‘ that there be a pedestal for the Secretary, and a Throne of ye support
of Secretary’s chair,” which being seconded was ordered accordingly.

It was proposed that the Lodge be adjourned until the second Tuesday in October
and carried.

The Brethren, with the assistance of the W.M., went through the first three
sections of the first degree, and the Lodge was then closed.

The Lodge accordingly met in November when (inter alia)

“ Bro. Trotter proposed, seconded by Bro. Goodman, that the B™. anxious to
improve the Lodge funds, agree that in future whatever refreshment may be had on
regular Lodge nights, shall be paid for equally by the B™. then present and not charged
to the account of ye Lodge, which was unanimously assented to.”

Also proposed and seconded, * the better to ensure the attendance of the B™. at
the regular Lodges the several fines peculiar to the Book of Constitutions on all absent
Brothers be enforced agreeably thereto and was ordered accordingly.”

Bro. Trotter (the S.W.) was then proposed as W.M. for the ensuing year, to be
balloted for next Lodge night, and being seconded was carried by acclamation.

Bro. Munday was proposed as Treasurer, seconded and ordered accordingly.

““The thanks of the Royal Sussex Lodge was presented to Bro. Trotter for his
elegant and useful present of a ‘step’ as a necessary requisite for the Candidate on his
Initiation.”

All business being finished the Lodge was then closed, &c.

The meaniug of this last item I am somewhat at a loss to comprehend, nor have
enquiries I have made of several learned Brothers afforded any explanation as to the
meaning or use of this *‘ step " as a requisite for a Candidate at his initiation. I have,
however, come across another Lodge History, viz. ““The Old King’s Arms” No. 28,
in which there is mention of a similar article. On the 1st December, 1735, *“a motion
was made that the ‘ Footcloth’ made use of at the initiation of a new member should
be defaced on account of convenience,” and a subsequent resolution devoted the canvas
for the portrait of Sir Cecil Wray, but that is foreign to the subject. The only
suggestion I can make is that the * Footcloth ” made use of at the initiation of a new
member, and the * step,” above described, were identical, and were placed on the floor
for use at that period of the ceremony when the initiate was “ entrusted” . . .

I will now pass over a Lodge of Emergency and regular meeting in December,
and come to January, 1822, which was * 1nstallation ” night.

1822.-—The Lodge was opened in the first degree, minutes read and confirmed,
questions peculiar to the first degree put to a Brother and properly answered, when the
Lodge was closed and re-opened in the second and the Brother regularly passed, and a
new subscribing member proposed and elected, the Minutes proceed to relate with
regard to the Installation. .

“Bro Trotter having been regularly installed by the above named Past
Masters as Master of the Royal Sussex Lodge he took the chair and appointed his
officers and invested them with their badges of office.”

! History of The Old King’s Arms Lodge No. 28, by Bro. Calvert, p. 5.
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“The Lodge was then closed in due form after which the Brothers dined
together to celebrate the Festival of St. John the Evangelist on which occasion Bro G.
Parsons displayed his usual taste and liberality in catering for his guests.”

Meetings were held in the ensuing months of Febrnary March and April but there
is no minute of interest requiring quotation.

In May, however, “it was proposed and secondcd that a letter be
addressed to each of the Members of the Lodge remonstrating with them on the
Impropriety of their conduct in so often absenting themselves from their Masonic
duties, thereby in a great measure violating their obligations and injuring more
particularly the Interests of the Lodge to which they belong "’ —* that such letter be
addressed in the following words,” and then follows a form of letter embodying the
above,

The sections of the first degree were gone through, and after further formal
business the Lodge was closed.

The Lodge held meetings in June and July and two Emergency meetings in
Angust. There are also two apparently regular meetings recorded without any date to
them, at the former of the last mentioned the first section of the first degree was the
only work, and Bro. Cooper was proposed as Master for the ensuing year, and Bro.
Munday, Treasurer. At the latter of the two meetings the first section peculiar to the
first degree was worked, and Bro. Smart’s resignation announced, and the Sccretary was
ordered to write Bro. Smart expressing the thanks of the W.M. and Brethren for his
attendance, and an invitation given him to attend as often as he shall feel a pleasure in
so doing.

At a meeting in December Bro. Cooper was balloted for as W.M. and unanimously
elected. The sections were again the staple work of the evening after which the Lodge
was closed.

Notwithstanding the Minute and Letter of remonstrance to the members in May,
the attendance of the Brethren appears to have continued most lax, since at all meetings
of the Lodge only the names of the officers are mentioned as being present, and when
taken in conjunction with the earlier Minute (in the preceding November) when it was
ordered “ the better to ensure the attendance of the B®. the several fines peculiar to the
Book of Constitutions on all absent Brothers be enforced” would indicate that the
symptoms of apathy, which ultimately proved fatal, had already set in.

1828.—At the meeting in January 1823, the Minutes record : “ Bro. F. Cooper
(baving been Ballotted for and approved at the last meeting) This day took the chair
as Worshipful Master for the ensuing year and was pleased to appoint his officers as
follows: (here follows a list) and invested them.”

A subscribing member was proposed and ordered to be balloted for the next
Lodge night.

The Treasurer was ordered to produce his accounts, and the Lodge resolved
itself into a Committee to enquire into the state of its finances.

The W.M., after a very eloquent address to the Brethren in which he forcibly
pointed out to his officers the necessity of attending strictly to their Masonic duties,
closed the Lodge, after which the Brothers dined together to celebrate the Festival of
St. John the Evangelist.

That this fairly represents what actually took place on this occasion may be
gathered from the list of those present when the late W.M. appears to have been the
only one there. No doubt in those days a considerable diversity prevailed on Installation
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nights, and especially in country Lodges, when it was not always possible to open a
Board of Installed Masters and instal a new one. Much interesting information on this
point will be found in our Bro. Sadler’s work, * Notes on the Ceremony of Installation,”?
which contains a copy of the Warrant issued by the Grand Master, on.the 6th February,
1827, and the Letter of 10th December, 1827, appointing certain dates for holding
Public Meetings at Freemasons’ Hall, amoungst other purposes “to instal into office all
such Masters of Lodges as may not heretofore have been regularly installed and who
shall require the same.” (p. 15).

At the next Lodge in February, 1823, the Minutes record that after formal
business, the Lodge resolved itself into a Committee of Finance, when it was proposed :

“That in consequence of the present state of the Lodge Funds that, no wine,
should be paid for (for the Future) out of the said Funds, which being seconded was
ordered accordingly.”

Other formal resolutions were passed, when the Minutes proceed—

‘ Ordered upon the motion of Brother Foster seconded by Bro. Senior Warden,
that Bro. Palmer be desired to add to the Form of the Lodge an Indented Border, forwith.”

The Lodge was then closed.

This addition to the “ Form of the Lodge” is subsequently referred to.in the
Minutes for April, 1825; what was meant is not altogether clear, as a reference to that
date will show.

The Lodge held meetings in the months of March, April, May, June and July,
but there is no Minute which requires extracting.

In August the following incident is recorded.

“At this meeting Mr. Joseph Caldwell (stating ‘himself to be a member of the
Royal York Lodge of Brighton and to have been initiated therein) applied for admission.
And it was resolved that inasmuch as P.G. Lodge declared at their last meeting that
the Royal York Lodge never existed constitutionally and that all its proceedings were
illegal —this Lodge did not feel justified in admitting M*. Joseph Caldwell and signified
the same to him by the J.W.”

_ “Resolved that a copy of the above Minute be transmitted to the Prov. G. Secty.
with a request that he would oblige this Lodge with his opinion as to the correctness of
their Proceeding.”

At the next Lodge in November a letter was rcad from the P.G. Sec. approving
of the proceedings at the last Lodge respecting their application of Mr. Joseph Caldwell
for admittance into this Lodge. '

The facts were, I believe, as follows :—

The Royal York Lodge was warranted at Seaford, 28th September, 1797, and held
its meetings there down to 1822 or 1823, when its furniture was sold and the Lodge
removed to Brighton—by some means it was alleged the Warrant had been sold as well
as the furniture—this was declared to be an illegal proceeding and the Lodge was either
-suspended or erased, but the fact that the Warrant had not been included in the sale
having been proved to the satisfaction of Grand Lodge the inhibition was removed and
the Lodge reinstated—it may be satisfactory to state that the Royal York is still a
flourishing and honoured Lodge at Brighton.

At the meeting of the Lodge in December, Bro. Joseph Parsons was balloted for
as Master of the Lodge for the ensuing year, and was unanimously elected.

3 See “ Notes on the * Ceremony of Installation,” by Henry Sadler, p, 6.
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“ Resolved that a Petition to the Grand Master of the P.G. Lodge by the W.M.
and the Wardens of this Lodge be forthwith made and transmitted to the P.G. Secre-
tary praying that a gencral Dispensation may be granted to this Lodge to enable Bror.
Geo: Parsons—the Landlord of the Inn at which the Lodge is held —to hold any office
in the Lodge to which his appointment may be found expedient.”

“ Resolved that the next meeting of the Lodge be held (for that meeting only)
at Two o’clock P.M. and that the Bretheren dine together at 5 on the same afternoon.”

1824,—On January 24th, the Minutes record eight brethren as being present
(sufficient to fill the various offices), ““that the Lodge was opened in the first second
and third degrees successively and the Minutes of the last Lodge were read and
confirmed.”

“Bro". Joseph Parsons having been regularly elected W. Master for the ensuing
year, took the chair, and appointed his officers as follows . . . . all of whom (excepting
the J.G. and M.C.) were severally invested with the Insignia of their respective offices
by the W.M., who charged each of them very fully as to his Duty therein.”

The Lodge was then closed “and the Bretheren dined together in perfect
Harmony and Good Fellowship.”

The Lodge met in February, also in March. At the latter meeting “an applica
tion by Bro'. C. Bew for a Certificate of his Conduct and Character whilst a member
of the Lodge was received and read when in consequence of the indisposition and
absence of the W.M. it was ordered that the consideration of Bro. Bew’s Letter should
stand over to the next Meeting.”

At the meeting in April it was

“ Resolved unanimously that the Letter of Bro. C. Bew is couched in language
so disrespectful to this Lodge, and so contrary to that Spirit of Brotherly Love which
ought to regulate the conduct of every good Mason, that the Lodge cannot comply with
the request therein contained.”

“ Resolved that the Secretary do forthwith transmit Bro. C. Bew copies of the
minutes of the Lodge relating to his application.”

There is no copy of Bro Bew’s letter on the Minutes, and it is not possible to
judge what had so stirred up the righteous indignation of the Lodge, as conveyed by
these Minutes, but evidently something bad occurred to distarb the eulogistic opinion
they at first entertained for him when, they elected him an Honorary Member for his
‘“ handsome " services at their first meeting.

The Lodge met in May, June and July, but only formal business is recorded.

At the meeting in November Bro. Munday (who had held the offices of S.W. and
Treasurer since the last Installation)  was nominated for the honor of the chair as W.
Master for the ensuing year” and seconded, * when Bro. Munday after duly acknow-
ledging the honor proposed to be conferred upon him, begged permission to decline the
same from an idea of his inability of doing justice to that exalted situation.”

Bro. Trotter, P.M., was then nominated and being seconded it was resolved to put
the nomination to ballot at the next meeting.

In December Bro. Trotter was balloted for and unanimously elected, also
Bro. Munday as Treasurer. At this meeting a Bro. James Macwhirter, of St. Magdelene’s
Lodge, Lochmaben, No. 96,” is entered as a visitor,
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1825.—In January, after opening the Lodge and reading and confirming the
Minutes, Bro. James Macwhirter was balloted for and elected as a joining member.

“ Bro. Trotter having declined taking the chair for the ensuing year Bro. Joseph
Parsons was nominated and it was ordered that the nomination be put to ballott
at the next Lodge.”

The Lodge was then closed, “ after which Bretheren dined together in Harmony
and good fellowship.”

At the February meeting ‘ The Lodge was opened in due form in the
first Degree of Ancient Freemasonry, and the Minutes of the last Lodge were read and
confirmed.”

Bro. Joseph Parsons was balloted for as W. Master and elected. The Lodge
was then opened in due form in the second and third Degrees successively—when Bro.
Josh. Parsons took the Chair as W.M. and appointed his officers.

“It was ordered that * Leather sockets be affizred to the chairs of the Deacons and
M.Q. to support their Wands.”

On this occasion the W.M. took his seat as such without the Minutes of his
election having been confirmed.

At the meeting in March the sections of the first degree were worked.

“ Bro. Trotter presanted to the Lodge a very handsome sword to be borne by the
1.G.,” for which the unanimous thanks of the Lodge were given to Bro. Trotter.

In April the Treasurer was ordered to pay to Bro. Smow ¢ siz shillings in
discharge of so much disbursed by him in payment for the leather tubes attached to the chairs
of the Deacons and Master of the Ceremonies.”

Meetings were held in May, June, July and August. At the last meeting “ B
Munday proposed, seconded by Br. G. Parsons, the thanks of the Lodge to Br. Palmer
for the addition made by him to the Lodge Board, also to Br. Smart for the Present made
by him o the Lodge of a Mallet and Working Tool, and also to B*. W. A. Cooper for the
Present made by him to the Lodge of a Tracing Board, when the thanks of the Brothers
were severally and most chearfully accorded.”

It will be remembered the Lodge had for some years possessed a “Form of the
Lodge ” (1823), and it was resolved at a meeting in February of that year to add an
Indented Border “forwith,” but this appears to have taken over two years—and
raises a question whether a Tracing Board was not something different to the “form "
of the Lodge, as otherwise, having une Lodge Board, why was a Tracing Board presented ?

In September it is recorded the Lodge was not opened on account of an
insufficient attendance.

In October the Lodge however met, and Bro. Trotter was nominated as W.M.
and ordered for ballot at next Lodge.

In December he was unanimously elected—and

1826.—On January 10th, after the minutes had been read and confirmed and the
Lodge opened in the second and third degrees successively, Bro. Trotter (who was
P.G.J.W.) took the chair as W.M., and appointed and invested his officers—after closing
the Lodge the Brothers dined together as usual.

At the February meeting, after the usual formal opening, etc., the minutes
proceed.
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“The Lodge was then duly opened in the second degree when a letter was read
from Bro. George Olliver of Great Grimsby (Lincolnshire) being a prospectus of a work
now publishing by him entitled an illustration of ancient and modern symbols, in a
course of twelve lectures on Free Masonry, and it was ordered that the Secretary do
transmit to him the following list of subscribers to the work, members of the R.S,
Lodge—

Lodge 1 copy.
Bro Trotter WM
for the County of Sussex. 1 copy.
6 Bro®. 1 copy each.”

At the April meeting arrangements were considered as to moving and a Com-
mittee appointed to inspect and report on suitable rooms.

In May ‘“the Committee reported that they bhad inspected several places
in the Town and at length determined that the old Billiard Rooms in Marine Place
would answer our purpose providing they coald be had a reasonable rent, and it was
proposed and seconded that the Committee be not dissolved but shall continue their
exertions regarding the future Lodge rooms subject to the approbation of the W.M. and
Lodge.”

In June “the Lodge was not opened this evening on account cf an insufficient
attendance in cousequence of the general election.” There was a meeting of Emergency
in July at which the Committee reported the terms of the new Lodge rooms. The
Minates of this meeting, in addition to being signed by the Secretary, are also signed
‘“approved, Tho®. Trotter W.M.” and appears to be an exception.

At the regular meeting night, however, the Lodge was not opened in consequence
of insufficient attendance.

There was a meeting in August at which two candidates were proposed and
ordered to be balloted for next meeting but when the next meeting took place in
September the Lodge was not opened from the usual cause *insufficient attendance of
the Br.”

In October “Bro. Snow reported an interview he had had with the W.M. at
Brighton respecting the removal of the Lodge and that the W.M. had expressed his
approbation but stated his indisposition rendered his attendance at the Lodge on such a
motion being made extremely uncertain, at the same time expressed his willingness to
concur in any arrangement which might be regularly made in Lodge for such removal,”
“ proposed and seconded a Memorial signed by the Members be sent to the Dep’. P.G.M.
requesting permission to move the Lodge.”

The S.W. appears to have presided at this and preceding meetings in the absence
of any W.M.

Again the Lodge could not be opened in November from insufficient attendance.

In December a letter was read from the Prov. G.S. giving permission to remove
the Lodge.

At this meeting Bro. Rogers was proposed as W.M. for the ensuing year,
but after duly acknowledging the honour proposed to be conferred upon him begged
permission to decline the same.

Bro. George Parsons was then nominated and ordered to be balloted for at the
pext meeting of the Lodge,
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1827.—O0n the 9th January the Lodge met and was opened for the first time
at its new quarters in Marine Place in the first degree. Bro. Geo. Parsons was
“baloted ”’ for as W.M. and duly elected, also Bro. Munday as Treasurer.

After other formal business had been disposed of “the Lodge was closed at an
early hour in order that the Brethren might repair to Bro Geo Parsons, Sea House
Hotel, where a Banqnet was in readiness got up in Bro Parsons usual style of
excellence.”

It will be noted that the Brethren held their Banquet on the election night and not
the installation night, whilst the earlier Minutes indicate the dinner as in “ celebration
of the Festival of St. John the Evangelist.”

In February, the Minutes record that the Lodge was opened in the first degree
of Ancient Freemasonry, and the Minutes of the last Lodge read and confirmed, Bro.
Parsons being entered as W.M., and that he then proceeded to appoint his officers, and
invested them with their several insignia.

A regular and two Emergency meetings were held in March, and another regular
Lodge in April, but there is no Minute of import to note.

At the meeting in May, Bro. Macwhirter presented to the Worshipful Master
“an elegant Silver Trowel which he begged the Lodge would accept for the use of the
Tyler as his badge of office.”

Which being graciously received—

“Bro. Munday in a neat and pointed address proposed the thanks of the Lodge
to Bro. Macwhirter for his gift—wherein he took occasion to bestow a well merited
eulogium on Bro. Macwhirter, not only for the present instance of his consideration and
regard for the Lodge, but for his unwearied and anxious zeal for the Imstitutions of
Freemasonry, upon all occasions.”

Upon Bro. Munday's proposition being seconded, “ It was unanimously Resolved
that the Thanks of the Lodge be given to Bro. Macwhirter, for his gift of a Silver
Trowel for the use of the Tyler and that it be expressed to him that the value of the
Present is greatly enhanced in the estimation of the Lodge, by its being his own
ingenious and skilful workmanship ”’ and “inasmuch as Bro. Macwhirter is the elected
secretary and his well known modesty might prevent him from recording the real
sentiments of the Lodge regarding his exemplary conduct Bro. Dennett be appointed
Secretary pro tempore.”

At the meeting in June, after some formal business, when the Lodge was opened
in all three degrees and closed down again to the first—a letter from Bro. E. Hinton
(P.G. Sec.) to the W. Master was read, stating “he had a wish to visit us on a con-
venient day and deliver a lecture on stenography before the business of the Lodge
commences "—ordered that Bro. Hinton “ be informed that the Bro®. will be most happy
to meet him in open Lodge on the 26th June,” on which date the Minutes record,
“Bro. Hinton attended ” and that * Previous to the opening Bro. E. Hinton delivered a
Lecture on Stenography.”

There was one regular Lodge and two Emergency Lodges held in October. At
the regular Lodge a letter was received from the P.G.Sec., stating that all communi-
cations concerning Royal Arch Masonry were henceforth to be sent to Bro. Attree, of
Brighton.

In November Bro. Rogers was nominated as W. Master for the ensuing year, and
at the December meeting was balloted for and unanimously elected ; also Bro. Munday
as Treasurer. After a Brother had been passed to the degree of Craft Masonry the
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Lodge was closed in that degree and * Ordered that the Brothers dine together at Bro.
Parsons at the next Lodge.”

1828.—The Minutes of the next Lodge held on 8th January, appear somewhat
extraordinary, not to say vunique. I shall quote them nearly in eatenso.
Present—Bro. G. Parsons, P.G J.D., W.M.
J. J. Rogers, S.wW.
J. Snow, JW.
The Treasuorer, Secretary, S.D., J.D., M.C.p.t. and eight Brothers, one of whom is
described as Orgt and one Tyler, also as Visitors,

Bro. Thomas Crees, ' W.M. Howard Lodge
Ja*. Wilson, P.P,S.G.W., P.M. "
Edwin Lee, P.M. '
John Wimble, S.W. .

“ The Lodge was opened in the first Degree of Ancient Freemasonry in due form
. and the Minutes of the last meeting were rcad and confirmed.”

1828.—* The W.M. then required his officers to deliver up to him the badges of
their office, which being done he presented them to the W. Master elect, and at the same
time invested him with the Insignia of his office and the W. Master elect having taken
his seat nominated and invested his officers as follows.” Then follow the names of the
various brethren and the office they were appointed to.

“The whole Lodge then saluted the W. Master elect in the usual way after
which (Brother Snelling having retired) the Lodge was opened successively in the
second and third degrees of ancient Freemasonry . . . .

“The W. Master then vacated the chair in favor of P.M. Wilson and the Minutes
of the election of Bro®. Parsons and Rogers as Masters of this Lodge were read, when
the Lodge, in reply to the enquiries of P.M. Wilson, unanimously signified their appro-
bation of the appointments they had made, Brothers Parsons & Rogers were then
presented at the Pedestal, to be installed, and assented to the Charges Rules and
Regulations usually required from them, P.M.’s Wilson, Lee and Crees and Bro®. Parsons
& Rogers then retired into the adjoining room to compleat the ceremony of Installation,
and shortly afterwards returned, when Brothers Rogers and Parsons were presented as
Installed Masters and the Lodge paid their Homage and respect to them in due form.

“The Lodge was then closed generally in the first degree . . . . after which the
Brothers partook of a sumptuous banquet (well provided by Bro. Parsons) in celebra-
tion of the Festival of St. John the Evangelist.

I was somewhat at a loss to understand this, but our W. Bro: Rylands, with
his usnal acumen, solved the problem by pointing out the * Installation ” was of a pre-
ceding W.M., who bad not had the benefit of this ceremony, as well as of the W.M. for
the ensuing year.

A Lodge of Emergency was held on the 17th January to pass a Bro. Mac
Donald but a letter was read from that Brother to Bro. Macwhirter stating ‘he
should be unable to attend the Lodge by reason of his being windbound in the Isle of
Wight but that he hoped to be in Worthing on Thursday next” the Lodge was
accordingly closed and adjourned *till Thursday the 17'® inst. on which date Bro
Mac Donald attended and was passed.”

In the succeeding months of February, March, April, May and June, the Lodge
held meetings, and initiating, passing and raising candidates, but there is no incident
of note to record. Meetings were also held in October and Novewmber, and at the latter
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Bro. Snow was proposed as W.M. for the ensuing year, and at the meeting in December
was unanimously elected.

1829.—On January 13th the Lodge met and was opened in the first degree of
ancient Freemasonry, &c., and the Minutes of the last meeting read and confirmed.

The Lodge was then opened in the second and third degrees successively when
the W.M. required his officers fo deliver up to him the badges of their office, which
being done he presented them to the W.M. elect and at the same time invested him
with the Insignia of his office and the W. Master elect having taken his seat nominated
and invested his officers . . . . The whole Lodge then saluted the W.M. elect in the
usual way, after which the Lodge was closed in the Third degree as also in the second
when a Bro. Richard Bacon being admitted into the Lodge . . . . was regularly Initiated
into the degree of Craft Masonry. * The ancient Charges of Freemasonry were by com-
mand of the W.M delivered by the Secretary.”

At the meeting in February (at which Bro. Rogers is still designated as W.M.),
after reading aund confirming the Minutes of the last Lodge, it was opened in the
second degree, and Bro. Bacon examined and ordered to retire and prepare himself to
be raised to the third degree. The Minutes then proceed :—

“ The Worshipful Master having delivered the usual charge to the W.M. elect,
the Brethren were desired by the W.M. to retire, during which time Bro. Snow was
regularly Installed Master of the Royal Sussex Lodge for the ensuing year. The
Brethren on their return paid their Homage and Respect to the W.M. in due form.”

The Lodge was then opened in the third degree and Bro. Brown “raised”
after which the Lodge was closed.

These Minutes are somewhat curious, as the W.M. had taken his seat at the
previous meeting and appointed his officers, and it also is the first time the Brethren are
requested to retire during his Installation. On previous occasions the W.M.’s had retired
to a private room for that purpose.

1829.—Meetings were held in the succeeding months down to July. In August
and September there being insufficient attendance the Lodge was not opened—and at
the meeting in October the members considered as to moving again.

In November the Lodge could not be opened on its regular meeting night, but an
Emergency meeting was held a week later at which Bro. Palmer was nominated as
W.M. and ordered to be balloted for at the next Lodge.

In December he was declared duly elected—and at the next meeting

1830.—January. The Lodge was opened and the minutes read and confirmed,
it then passed to the second degree and to the third degree, * when the W.M. elect, Bro.
Thos. Palmer, having been called upon by the W.M. and received the proper charges he
was duly installed and received the Homage of the Brethren present. He then
appointed and invested his officers.”

“ Proposed by Bro. Trotter seconded by Br. Rogers that in future the minutes of
each Lodge shall be read before the Lodge closes.” The Lodge was then closed during
the pleasure of the W.M.

At the next Lodge in August a letter was read from His Grace the Duke of
Richmond of his intention to hold a Prov. Grard Meeting. Also a letter from Grand
Lodge as to the regulations for a vote of condolence on the death of H.M. King GeorgeIV.
and as to mourning. Alsoacommunication from Bro, Chaplin requesting the Brothers to
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Patronize the Performance at the Theatre on Monday evening, * when it was proposed
that a Committee of the whole Lodge be appointed and do meet on Thursday to take
this communication into consideration.”

The beginning of the end is now approaching. There were no meetings in
September, October, November or December, in consequence of insufficient attendance
of the Brethren.

1881.—A slight effort appears to have been made to “stem the tide,” as at
the meeting in January, Bro. Trotter was nominated to fill the chair, and the
Secty. was directed to communicate the proposition to Bro. Trotter and express the
earnest wish of the Brothers that he do accede to the nomination. The Lodge feeling
that from a variety of untoward circumstances it is now essential for the advantage of
the Craft, and this Lodge in particular, that an old and experienced Master should take
the direction of the Lodge for the present year.”

Whether had Bro. Trotter or some other able and experienced Master come
forward the life of the Royal Sussex Lodge would have been prolonged is a debateable
question upon which it is not necessary to enter. Bro. Trotter appears to have declined
the task, and the Lodge did not meet again until November, when the W.M. reported
that Bro. Trotter had declined to accept the oftice of Master, and iu conscquence he had
continued in the chair agreeably to the Constitutions.

At this meeting a letter was also read from Grand Lodge notifying that the
Lodge had not made its returns or paid its contributions since the dates mentioned
below, and requiring the return and amount due to be transmitted on or before the 7th
November, or the Board would be under the necessity of reporting the neglect to Grand
Lodge.

Last name Regl. W=, Carter 11 March 1828
last payment to the Fund of Benevolence December 1828
‘““ whereupon it was resolved that a communication should be immediately made to
every member of the Lodge enforcing the absolute necessity of each member paying up
his subscription.”

In December several brethren’s names were ordered to be erased in conscquence
of not having paid up arrears and subscriptions, and the Treasurer was ordered to
return the names to Grand Lodge of the members who had paid and remit the amount
due.

£20 was voted in liquidation of Bro. Parsons’ account.

There must have been an election of W.M. but it is not recorded on the Minutes.

1832.—At the mceting in January after the Minutes had been read and confirmed
the Lodgé was opened in the second and third degrees, and the usual formula gone
through recorded on election nights. Also the Minute records that the W.M. elect then
took his seat and nominated and invested his officers, but the name of the W.M. elect is
not mentioned on the Minutes.

There was no Lodge in February, but in March Bro. McWhirter is entered as
W.M., and the Secretary was directed to write to Bro. Trotter requesting him to retarn
the Warrant of the Lodge. At this meeting it was proposed and seconded that the
“superfluous Furniture belonging to the Lodge should be disposed of and that Bro.
Lassiter do appropriate the proceeds in liquidation of Bro. Parsons Debt.”

This last Minute appropriately fills up the Book, and the Lodge and its Minute
Book practically came to an end at the same time.
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Remarks were added by Bros. Ryranps, Crowe, HENNING, THORP and SHACKLES.

Bro. W. J. Songhurst writes :—

The suggestion made at the meeting that the Royal Sussex Lodge had had an
existence before the period recorded in the minute book, is certainly not borne out by
the minutes themselves. From these it appears that the brethren having obtained a
Warrant, were granted a dispensation under which they worked as a regular Lodge
until it was consecrated twelve months later. It is, however, worthy of note that two
of the founders, or perhaps one ought rather to say, original members, viz., Joseph
Smart! and George Parsons were at the first recorded meeting only Fellow Crafts
although they acted as S.D. and L.G. respectively. It would be interesting to find out
in what Lodge these two brethren had been made, and one would like the same informa-
tion about Bro. Wm. Robinson who was appointed Secretary for several years, and
whose persistent use of the term * Antient Masonry " leads me to believe that he had
been initiated in an “ Atholl” Lodge. His successor dropped the expression altogether,
but Bro. Robinson re-introduced it when he took up the work again after an interval of
two years. Amnother brother, who sometimes acted as Secretary pro tem., altered it to
“ Antient Freemasonry,” and, at a still later date on the appointment of a Bro. John. J.
Rogers, we find the word “ Ancient ” in its modern spelling.

Verification of minutes by signature of the Secretary is not unknown even at the
present day, although undoubtedly it is the usual custom for the W.M. to sign after
confirmation. In my mother Lodge the minute book is never presented to the Master,
tbe Secretary himself signing the records in the same manner as was done in the
“Royal Sussex.” Whether this is also a survival of the ‘ Antients "’ I cannot say.

The “ Royal Sussex’ minutes contain three references to the R.A. which it is
well to note.

13th July, 1824. “A communication from the M.E. and E. the Principals
“of the South Saxon Chapter of Meredian Splendour inviting the
* Bretheren to attend at Lewes on the 19th Instant on the occasion of
“a Chapter to be then and there held was read.”

9th Octobcr, 1827. ‘A letter was received from the P.G. Sect’. stating that
“all communications concerning Royal Arch Masonry were henseforth
* to be sent to Bro'. Attree of Brighton.”

15th November, 1831. * A letter from the W.M. of the Lodge of Harmony
“and Chapter of Iris No. 477 dated 23" Feby. 1831 was read.”

In the “ History of Freemasonry in Sussex,” by Bro. Thomas Francis, to which
Bro. Breed has referred, we find (p. 122) an int}‘eresting note on the *“Sounth Sazon”
Chapter which was in existence from 1824 to 1835. Bro. Francis says that “ according
to the Minute Book of the Lodge and a printed declaration, it was intended to be called
the ¢ South Saxon Chapter of Meridian Splendour ’ but it was however only registered
as the South Saxon Chapter.” It seems probable that this Chapter wanted some
candidates from the * Royal Sussex " Lodge, at what was probably one of its first
meetings. It should, however, be borne in mind that the “ Howard ” Lodge of Arundel
had been in serious trouble in connection with the notorious Finch, and as there was a
frequent interchange of visitors between the two Lodges it may be that some of the
“ Royal Sussex” members bad taken the Finch degrces and were desirous of regulariz-
ing themselves.

1 This is not the Joseph Smart of the ** Howard " Lodge of Arundel, who was & frequent visitor
at the *“ Royal Sussex.”
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From the same source (p. 109) we also learn that the letter from the Prov. Grand
Secretary referred to * Com. Attree of Brighton, as Deputy Prov. G. Superintendent,
which title was evidently an assumed one, as no rccord of it appears in the Archives of
the Supreme Grand Chapter.”

The “Iris” Chapter No. 255, attached to the Lodge of ‘ Harmony,” was
Warranted in 1807 and is still in existeunce, holding its meetings at the Greyhound,
Richmond, Surrey. Perhaps some member of the Chapter may be able to find out from
its records what was the nature of the letter which was written to the “ Royal Sussex”
Lodge.

With regard to the custom of performing certain ceremonies in a room other
than that generally used for Lodge purposes, I may say that the practice is mot
entirely unknown even now. A brother has told me that he was a few years ago
visiting a Lodge in Berkshire, when for the sake of convenience a portion of the
ceremony was carried on in another apartment. The ‘“convenience” must have been
to the majority of those present and not to those who retired, as my friend informed me
that the adjoining room was very small and without ventilation of any kind, the con-
sequence being that he and his companions were almost asphyxiated before their work
was over.
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. The following note on some
Masonic Carvings on the Church of Santa Eulalia, Majorca,
by the Rev. Canon Horsley, S.W.,
was read by the Secretary at the March meeting.

Palma, the chief town of Majorca, is a paradise for the lover of architecture.
Celtic, Roman, Moorish structures precede the beauntiful 14th century Cathedral, and
the many mediseval churches in Palma and the other towns and villages, and the patios
of many of the old houses, are most picturesque and interesting. While there in
November (the best month for Majorca as it is the worst for London) I looked for
masons’ marks, but fonnd none that seemed indubitably masors’. In places, as on the
ramparts of the Lonja, § and ¢ occurred, but these may have been but choirboys’
scratchings. But on the exterior north wall of the Gothic church of Santa Eulalia,
which is akin in style, and probably but little later in date, to the Cathedral, my
eye fell on two similar tablets which I had photographed. Surrounded by a floriated
margin each represents the square and compasses, and between them the double-
edged axe or gavel, used in the same form now by local operative masons to hew
the soft sandstone into ashlar form. By whom, and for what purpose, they were placed
here high up on either side of a lancet window, and why there are two of them, I could
not guess or learn. I also noticed that in the centre of a rose window in the nave of
the Cathedral, this glass being dated 1599, the same lozenge with a floriated border
appears, bearing the double axe surmounted with a red cross. I may add that the
tracery of the window in S. Eulalia forms three circles in triangular position, whereof
the upper delineates the Seal of Solomon or the interlaced equilateral triangles (which
is also the design of the chief east rose window of the Cathedral), and the two lesser
circles shew the Shield of David or the Pentalpha. To take the whole window would
have made details too small, and therefore I got a view, on a whole plate, taken from
the window of a house so as to give more clearly the interesting tablets. At first I
thought they were co-eval with the wall, bat on closer inspection I found that, though
ancient, they had been inserted into the wall at a later time. I have pleasure in
presenting the photograph and the negative to our Library, and also one of a Palma
operative mason using the same tools as are delineated on the old tablet. His gavel is
a very large one and those I myself saw in use were much smaller though of the same

pattern,

P
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REVIEW.

HE ‘‘Lodge of Research,” Leicester.— It must be exceedingly
gratifying to the founders of the ** Quatuor Coronati” Lodge, to know
that other Lodges, formed since on a similar basis, and for the same
objects ; both in this country and abroad, are flourishing; and pro-
moting a more careful and critical stady of the history of the Craft.

The largest and most important of these is the *“ Lodge of

Research,” No. 2429, Leicester, which was chartered in 1892, and has

been a great snccess. The mainspring from its inauguration to now has been Bro. John

T. Thorp, F.R.Hist.S., etc., who has been most constant and zealous in his well-directed

labours on behalf of the organisation, and whose only reward has been the pleasure of
promoting and securing the prosperity, unity and educational character of the Lodge.

The current volume of the Transactionsis for the financial year 1903-4, and is

fully up to its forbears as respects interest and value generally. The Papers read by

the Lecturers at the various meetings are duly reproduced, some being on quite

original lines, and are both suggestive and opportune. The one on

MasoNnic TracING Boarps,

by Bro. E. A. T. Breed, of Brighton, is on a subject my friend has made his special
study, and cannot fail to be a most welcome gunide to old customs of the Craft still
represented in one form or another in modern. usage.

Bro. Breed considers it pretty well settled that ‘ these Trestle or Lodge Boards are
a connecting link between the operative Masonry of ages now long past and gone, and
the speculative Freemasonry of the present day,” in which view I concur; but to date
back the ordinary Tracing Boards to only some hundred years, appears to me scarcely
early enough for their introduction. Coles’ “Illustrations” of 1801 seem to be more
like Tracing Boards than the older style of Floor-Cloths; and so is that curious set by
John Browne, both of which evidently refer to the use of such arranged diagrams latein
the eighteenth century, even though these actual examples date from early in the
following century. The evolution of the third Tracing Board may be traced back to
the first half of the eighteenth century; and even some of the emblems utilized by
Browne and in that remarkable production by Bro. Bowring, of 1811 (especially the
initial letters), are to be found in their more modern imitators.

I hope Bro. Thorp will see his way clear to give reproductions of Bro. Bowring’s
handsome set in the next volume of the Transactions.

In the “ Masonic Illustrated ” for January, 1903, will be found excellent prints of
Browne's set, which were kindly photographed for me by Bro. Jobn Taylor, J.P., of
Torquay. Also in Bro. Henry Sadler’s latest work, devoted to the celebrated * Emula-
tion Lodge of Improvement,” are fine illustrations of the latest and best trio adopted by
that School of Instraction, with much valuable infermation else, which admirably fits
into the subject under consideration.

The remarks about “drawing the lodge " are most interesting, and undoubtedly
take us back in imagination to the Masonic work immediately after the inauguration of
the Premier Grand Lodge. I believe the earliest known instance of the appointment of
a “Drawer” was quoted by me in the sketch of “ An Old Masters’ Lodge,” (*“ Free-
mason,” December 9th, 1897), dated 3rd February, 1725-6, when
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“ Joseph Atherton, a Drawer, was admitted a member to attend this Lodge.”

On May 11th of the same year *“ Albert Wood, the Drawer ” was also admitted, in
the same Lodge.

Bro. Breed has nothing like exhausted the enquiry, and I hope he will favour us

with another lecture on the subject shortly, with reproductions of old specimens of
Floor Cloths and Boards.

The next paper is by Bro. Frank G. Belton, of Scunthorpe, on
Some MasoNic SYMBOLS,

dealing with their probable origin and significance. The sabject also of symbolical
colours is carefully treated. All will agree that white symbolizes innocence, and black
that of evil and death, but that blne, Masonically is derived from the blue vault of
heaven, and red because of its warlike character may not be so readily received ; save
possibly as to the sky blue.

Bro. Crowe’s opinion as to the various colours are well worth study, and so far
“hold the field.”

Bro. Belton has done well in ¢ the attempt to show how many of the symbols of
Masonry have originated,” and I hope he has not decided to iet the matter drop, for, as
with the Tracing Boards, it is nothing like exhausted.

I should like to ask for my paper on
FREEMASONRY, A.D. 1600 To 1717,

a thorough examination of the facts adduced, and where any are found to be faulty as
to evidence or setting, that the same may be pointed out; particularly if any trace of
more than a single or separate esoteric ceremony can be discovered prior to the 18th
century.

The lecture by Bro. C. S. Bixby, will come as a surprise to the members of the
Correspondence Circle, as it is on the

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR.

And the surprise will rather be increased than otherwise, by finding so much can be
said in favour of that Society; American in its origin and mainly confined to the
United States. I had it conferred upon me by its lamented founder, Dr. Robert
Morris, very many years ago. Lt is being worked now in Scotland, and is slightly
known in England. '

Bro. W. B. Hextall, of London, delivered a Lecture on
TrE HiraMic LeGcenp axp THE AsoMoLEaN THEORY,

and styles the paper  somewhat speculative.” After enumerating a number of views
on the origin of the Legend of the Third Degree, and applications thereof,
the Lecturer discussed one in particular, viz., ¢ that having political reference to the
death of King Charles I., generally known as the Ashmolean Theory.”

After careful reading of the able paper, I agree with our Brother in the decision,
that if certain statements noted by him * could be proved, it wounld be an important
addition to our subject.”

The assertion by Mr. Sleigh, an antiquarian, * that the original warrant of the
Derbyshire Lodge of Ancient Freemasons, whose head-quarters are at Longnor, was
signed by Charles Edward as Grand Master when at Derby in December, 1745, but was
exchanged for an English Warrant at the Union in 1813,” sounds most fascinating. It
is however, but that and nothing more, as evidence is entirely lacking.
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As to the phraseology of Ashmole’s Diary, relative to the meeting in 1682,
“ belonging to the Second Degree,” there is really just as little to justify the assertion.

I feel certain that all who heard the Lecture, and those who read it, * will partici-
pate in the interest the anthor found in bringing together and compiling these scattered
fragments of legendary and historic lore,” and I strongly recommend those who lean to
Ashmole being the originator of the Third Legend or Degree, or aught else on Free-
masonry, to carefully study Bro. Hextall’s interesting brochure.

A Sxercr or Hiram ABIF,
by Bros. Morris Marks and the Rev. Morris Rosenbaum, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, appro-
priately follows, and is full of interest and suggestiveness, and must be read to be
appreciated.
The conclading paper is devoted to a
REeview oF TRE TRANsAcTIONS FROM 1893,

by Bro. G. David Potts, I.G., which cannot fail to gratify many of the new members,
especially those who have not obtained a complete set of the Proceedings. I am pleased
to note there is more to follow.

Bro. Thorpis often to the fore with valuable reproductions of Certificates, Medals,
etc., and most useful Notes and particulars of exhibits ; so it will be seen that this volume
is fully equal to its respected predecessors. Copies may be had by non-subscribers for
5s. post iree, or brethren may qualify as subscribers by the payment of 5s. per
annum, Address Bro. John T. Thorp, F.R.S.L.,; 57, Regent Ro