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- Arvs Quatnor @ovonatorum,
senve HE TRANSACTIONS or tue
Quatuor Covonati Lodge of A.F. & A.M., London.

No. 2076.

VOLUME XIV.

FRIDAY, 4th JANUARY, 1901

HE Lodge met at Freemasons’ Hall, at 5 p.m. Present:—Bros. W. M. Bywater,
P.GB.B.,, a8 WM.; W. H, Bylands, P.A.G.D.C,, aa L.P.M.; Gotthelf Greiner,
8.W.; 83ydney T. Klein, P.M., as J.W.; G. W. 8peth, P.A.G.D.C., Becretary;
Rev. J. W. Horsley, J.D.; G. L. Bhackles, 1.G.; E. Armitage and F. H. Goldney,
P.G.D., Stewards; Past Masters, Dr. W. Wynn Westcott, Col. 3, C. Prat,
C. Purdon Clarke ; and Hamon le Btrange, Prov.G.M., Norfolk.

Also the following 59 Membera of the Currespondence Circle :—Bros.

; @. J. Swmith, P.G.0,; Hungh James, T. Cohu, Dr. B. T. Hutehingen, D. Hills,

. J. A, Carpenter, Rev-A. G. L. BRobertaon, G. P, Gordozn Hills, W. Chambers,

: Rev. H. T. Cart, W, Metcalfe, G. Macfarlane, ¥. A. Powell, F, W, Lovander, W. H. Brown, H. M.
Kruszineki, H, E. Overbeck, U. Q. Paine, C. Letch Mason, E. A. T. Breed, C. J. B. Tijon, P.G.Pt;
H. Eaborn, W. H. Colman, A, F, Robhins, R. J. Campbell, W. J. Bonghurst, BE. Gauntlett, Rev. W, E.
Beott-Hall, W, A. Tharp, G. Wormald-White, A. Pisher, J. C. Pocock, J. T. Sweebt, A. L. Vibert,
Dr. R. Lake, W. J. Moulder, W. C, Hobbs, R. 8. Ellis, . L. M. Eales, L. Danielsson, C. H. Perryman,
B. W. Forze Morrish, J. R. Rrough, A. Carpenter, R. A. Gowan, F. Samuelson, E. C. Stimson, E. B.
Glaeser, J. F. Henley, W. Reeve, Dr. 8. Walsh Owen, W. Hammond, H. W. L. Holman, F. W. Mitchell,
P. J. Edwards, A. F. Hardyment, 5. Leveson, and A. C. 8. Leveson,

Algo the fallowing 10 Visitors :—Bros, A. V. Jones, Minneapolis Lodge, No. 19; F. J. Phillips,
Sir Walter 8t, John Lodge, No. 2513; T. Charlesworth, of the same; H. Day, Alflred Newton Lodge,
No. 2686; H. Msohin, P.M,, 8t. AndreW's Lodge, No. 231; 8. W. Lambert, P.M,, Addiscomhe Lodge,
No. 1856 ; A. Downes, Easten Btar Lodge, No. 96; H. G. Williams, Royal Naval College Lodge, No. 1693 ;
E. N. Hatoch, 8t. Marting le Grand Lodge, No. 1638 ; and C. J. Thornton, Cherryhles Lodge, No. 2466.

Tha follawing Members of the Lodge wrote in apology for nnavoidable absonce :—Bros. the
W.M., E. Conder, jun., detained in Glonoestershire on Magisterial duty; T. B. Whytehead, P.G.B.B.,
nnahle to leave York; E. Machean, P.M., Glasgow ; Dr. W. J. Chetwods Crawley, P.G.D., Ireland,
Dublin; W. J. Hughan, Torquay ; B. ¥, Gould, P.G.D.; E. J. Castle, J.W.; and Admiral Markham,
P.Dia.G. M., Malta. ’

Two Lodges and forty-four Brethren were admitted to the Membership of the Correspondence
Circle,

The Secretary announced that it had been intimated to him that H.R.H. Prince Frederick
Leopold of Prussia, the Protector of German Freemasonry, Ordens-Meister of the Nalional Grand
Lodge at Berlin, and Past Grand Master in the Grand Lodge of England, would be pleaged to be
admitted to the Correapondence Cirole, and his name had therefore been placed wpon the lat of candidates
for that evening. Bat the Committee had thought it hetter to remove the name of this distingnished
Brother from the list, and, in view of his high Masonio rank, and his eminent services to German
Freemasonry, to recommend him to the Brethren for acceptance as an Honorary Member of the Lodge,
fealing sure that the Prince would feel the compliment intended. Prince Frederick Leopold of Prussia
was therefore proposed and seconded as.sn Honorary Member of the Quatnor Coronati Lodge and
unanimously elected. o

The Secretary reported that Bro. Greiner and be had visited Bro. C. Kupferachmidt, who had
recently had his right arm taken off at the shoalder, and that they foand him making a good recovery
from the operation and in excellent spirits. The Secretary was directed to convey to Bro. Kupfer-
pehmidt the assarance of the sympathy and love of the Brethren.

The following resolutions were nunanimonsly carried—

That Bro, Charles Frederick Bilberbaner having for a serios of years heen exceptionally active in South
Africa a8 Local Secretary of the Qnatnor Coronsati Correspondenee Oircle, the Lodge caunct aoccept his

# Tha large initials thronghont this volume are taker from the edition of Ptolemy's
@eography, printed at Btrassburg, in 1525,
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reignation of that office withont putting on record its sense of the valuable service which he has
rendered and its sincere regret that he has felt it incumhent unpon him to retire: and that this resolution
be enitably engrossed and presented to him.

That Bro. HBamuel Jones heving for seven years been exceptionally active in Cheshire and Liverpool as
the Locel Beeretary of the Quatwor Coronati Correspondence Circle, thé Lodge cannot accept his
" resignation of that office withont putting on record its semse of the valuable service which he has
rondered and its sincere regret tha he has felt it incambent upon him to retire : and that thisresolation
‘be soitably engrossed and presented to him.

-

The following arbicles were exhibited
By Bro. J. A. Carpenter: & set of three small hand-painted Tracing Boards framed in rose- -
wood, probably dating from the early years of the 18th century. : .

By Bro. Joseph Gray, S8ingapore, a photograph of a ourions hand.painted Masonic plate, found
by Bro. B. T. Olgen among some very old china in Copenhagen. )

By Dr. Bichard Lake, a hand-painted Masonio jug, Leeds {7} ware, which he presented to the
Lodge Museum, )

The Report of the Audit Committee, as follows, was received, adopted, and ordered to he
placed on the Minntes.

PERMANENT AND . AUDIT COMMITTEE.

The Committes met at Frascati’s Restanrant, ou Friday, 14th December, 1900, :

Present :—Bros, T. B. Whytehead, LP.M., W. M. Bywater, 8. T. Klein, C. Purdon Clarke, Col,
8, 0. Pratt, Rev. J. W. Horsloy and G. W. Bpeth,

The Committee agreed upon the following

REPORT.
BEETHREN, .

A few days after our last Aonnal Report was in your hands, we had occasion to lament the
sudden death of our distingnished Brother, John Lane, of Torquay, P.A.G.D.0,, the foremost
statistician of the Creft. His memory was worthily horoured in our Transactions by his intimate
friend, Bro. W. J. Hughan. We mourn his loss not only na a kindly true-hearted brother, but also as a
master in his department of research whose place it will be extremely difficult to fill.

We have admitted to our Inner Circle Bro. John Thomas Thorp, of Leieaster, who, eapecially

_in his own distriot, has done much to further Maasoni¢c Archwology. Oar nnmber thns remaiuos,
a8 before, thirty-two.

Ounr distinguished Brother, and frat Master, S8ir Charles Warren, has retnrned safely from
the dangers of the Sonth African campaign, and has besn much gratified by the interest shown in hig
welfare by the Lodge brethren, as evinced by oor telegram and his reception by our Local Hecretary
and hrethren in Cape Town and elsewhere.

The Quter or Correspondence Cirele has mot advanced at the same rate as in former years;
the number of new memhers hag considerably fallen off. This is probahly to be attribnted, in some
measure, to the minds of Englishmen heing pre.occupied, dnting recent times, by matiers which have
drawn away their atbention from Masonic stundy. But we feel thal, in a lesser degree, it may he also
due to & slackness on the part of our memhers, who have not taken every available opportunity of
bringing our society betore their Masonio friends. Possibly they have felt that, with onr large member-
ship, there was no need for exertion. Baut this is & wrong view. The larger the Society, the greater
ig the leakage due to resignation, death, and erasure; and the more necessary to provide against
it. The result is that, although onr new memhers numher 284, they barely euffice to fill np vacant
places on our roll. Our number iz now 2850 a& against 2838 this time last year, This is the smallest
annaal net inorease we have ever reported, and we hope our members will enable us to show a very
much better result next year. :

During the 14 years that we have been at work, our income has steadily increased, year by
year. Hven during the last twelve montha, in spite of the fact that we have been unahle to communicate
with at least one hundred of our members in South Africa, whose dues therefore remain unpaid, this’
increase of income has been maintsined, although not in the same degree as formerly, Timorons
prudence might have dictated & ourtailment of .expenses, hut we were reluetant to allow our current
volume of Transactions to fall below the level of its predecessors, and the merits of certain contributiona
bave induced us to spend even more than usual on illustrations, o that our expenditure has grown in
somowhat larger measure than our income. Nevertheless, we are ahle to present s thoroughly satia-
factory balance sheet, as will he seen below, which proves the Lodge to be not only solvent, but well
shead of its liabilities. : ’

The dues outstanding are enormons in their total of nearly £700. The unfortunate state of
affairs in South Africs, to which we have slready alluded, is responsible for a large propertion of this
deficiency. But we cannob refrain from onsce more pointing out that, after making all allowance
necessary for this, as also for the fact that some £70 is due for Reprints Vol. IX, which has hardly yet
reached many of our subsoribers, the list appended to our statoment of accounts is far from creditahle
tous #8 & fraternity, or to the individuals whose carelesshess or indifference has contributed bo sueh a
huge aggregate of indebtedness. There are over seven handred brethren who have not paid their
auhsoription for 1800, and over four hondred who bave not yet paid for 18991

For the Committee,
T. B. WHYTEHBAD, LEM.



Audit Report. : 3

GENERAL CASH ACCOUNT TO 30th NOVEMBER, 1900.

Pr.
. £ 8 d,
To Casn Barance 1st Dec., 16899 ... 425 7 &

LODGE ACCOUNT.

£ = d.

To Bubsoriptions 8 10 6

5 Joining Fee ... 8§ 6 0
4115 6

1900 TRANSAQTIONS.
To Bubsériptions 1092 12 6
BACK TRANSACTIONS.

To Sales and Arrears ... 242 18 4
To ADVANCE PAYMENTS received o7 16 6
,» MEDALS " 50 5 -0
,, BINDINGS AND CAsgs 45 0 9
» Rnrmms, Vor 1z, . 1111 0O
. WoRk oN BriTisa MEDALB 3316 3
» SUNDEY EXTRa PUBLICATIONS 122 10 0
,» LIFE MzMpERS FRES 4 2 0
16 156 11

,s DIVIDEXD ON INVESTMENTS

£2224 11 2

T,
£ 8 d
LODGE ACCOUNT.
£ 8 d.
By Quarterages ... . 6 28 0
»» Rent of Lcdge Room 9 9 0
» Tyler's Fees, &e. ... 416 6
» P.M. Jewel 110 0
» Bignature Book ... 116 0
» Wreath forthe late J.Lane ¢ 15 0
24 7 8
1900 TRANSACTIONS.
By Vol. 13, part I. 108 2 5
» y  part 1L 13% 17 3
1 » part TIL. {on
acgonat) ... e 14" 2 8
» Author’s Copies ... 612 6
,»» Buthmonses, &e. . 16 1 0
»s Catplogue Blips 916 0
4y Oletical Aspistance ... 1712 6 .
» Bxpjenses of Local .
Sepretaries ... 131311
1 Tmtlsvaa.l Relief Fund 1010 0
sy Telegram ¢o Sir C,
sWarren e 218 6
,» Sundry Petty Expenses 1915 0O
’ ——— 38 0 9
BACK TRANSACTIONS.
By 8t. John's Card, 1899 77 8 &
,» Part IT1., 1899 120 7 0
" Summonses . 3 9 0
4 Clerical .Aasmtnnce 2211 6
.y Repurchases... oo 5 8 0
_ 223 4 O
By Advance Paymenta transferred .., 6411 O
» MEDALS 42 16 6
,» BINDINGS AND CASES 29 0 6
,y REPRINTS, VOL, 1X. ... 32 3 6
» WORK oN BRITISH MmmLs 110 0
» SUNDRY EXTRA PUBmcumNs 80 2 6
s INvEsTMENTS, £256¢ Consols . 24513 6
, LIBRARY, Purchages and Binding... 47 811
OFFICE EXPENSES.
By Stationery ... 42 15 6
,»» Postage L 2131411
,» Becretary’s  Balary,
including £50 allow.
ance for a Clerk ... 300 O O
» Rent ... 40 0 0
,» Gas and Fuel 6 00
,» Fire Insurance 276
- ;» Furniture 9 0 6
- 61218 b
OASH BALANCE,
With L. & C. Bank 247 15 8§
In hand ... 208 18 &
456 14 1
£2224 11 2

I have evamined the above Accounts with the Books, Banker’s Pasa Book, and Vouchers produted; and-

certify the same to be correct in accordunce therewith,

7th December, 1900.

ArrFreED 8. GEDGE,
Chartered Accountant,
3, Great James’ Strest,
Bedford Row, W.C.
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STATEMENT .OF THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE LODGE.

30th Noveniber, 1900,

Liabilitiea. Assets.
£ s d : £ s d £ s d
Capital Account Cash Balance .
Life Fund (83 members) e 24715 8
£593 9 6 208 18 &
Whymper Fend ... 105 16 1 . 456 14 1
699 4 7 Consols £700 2t 98 ... . ... .. B8 0 ©
Payments in advance :
Subecriptions ... 1092 18 11
Sundry publications 22 8 11
: - 182 710
“Estimated balance of printing for 1900 200 0 0 .
Balaace of Assetq over Liabilities .. 111 1 8
’ £1142 14 1 £1142 14 1

The aszets, a8 given above, do not include, because not immediately -avniln.ble,

Stoek, consisting of 16 Complste Bets of the Transactions, Vola. I.-XIIL ; remnants of Vols. IL, IV..-XTIL;
Antiquarian Reprints, Volg, V.-IX.; Facsimiles of the Regius Poem and of 5 Rolls of the Constitutions,

oto., ek, :—nor the

Library and Museum, ob which over £400 has been actually expended by the Lodge, withont taldug into
secount the many valuable books, prints and-Masonio curiesities presented by the members :—nor sven

any portion of the .

Amounts Outstanding, as given below; a large part of whbich will undoubtedly be received during the

next few months, a8 all members who are hopelessly

books.

in arrear have been pstruck off the

AMOUNTS OUTSTANDING.

1900 Bubacriptions ...
Back ' .
Beprints Ix.

Binding

Medals ... .
Bondry publications .,

[y

The following paper was road :—

THE ALNWICK LODGE
BY BRO. W. H. RYLANDS,

—sy

hands of Maasonic siudents.

£ &
368 19
237 10
69 8
10 5

110

316

. £681 6 0

seoooof™

MINUTES.
PAGCDC

ROTHER HUGHAN appears to have first noticed this Manuscript in
the Freemason of the 2lst of January, 1871: it was next commented
upon by the same writer in the Freemasons' Magasins, vol. i., 1874,
when he placed & very considerable portion of the contents in the

Bro. Gounld, in his History of Freemasonry, (vol ii., pp. 260,

337, etc.,) working on another copy of the text, puplished a number of extracts, and

called attention to many points of interest.

. It was not, however, nntil the year 1895 that the whole of the Ms. was edited
and published. This was undertaken by the Province of Northumberland and -
Durham, of the “ Societas Rosicrueiana in Anglia,” a8 & volume of their publications.
Tt contains & facsimile of the text of the Old Charges contained in the volume, the
Operative Rules, a8 well as a number of signatures and records of freedoms immediately

following the Rales,




The Alnwick Manuscript. : 5

A preat portion of the volume, that containing the Mmubes is not given in
:Ea.cslmt]e, but only transcribed and printed in type. I canmot help thinking thes a
.good opporinnity of placing stndents in possession of a carefully made facsimile ar
photograph has been lost: and it is mnch to be regretted that this very interesting
series of records was not placed at the disposal of onr Lodge in order that they might
be properly issued, in complete facsimile, a work which I feel sure the Lodge would
have undertaken. It would then have been possible to have studied the contents
from the next best thing to the Ms. itself,

A very small amount of trouble would have epabled the editors to arrive
at the proper position of some of the entries. As but little respect can be attached
Ao them, it wonld have been better to have first removed the labours of the carefnl
honge-wife, in the form of the brown paper covers, and then make the endeavour to
arrange the leaves in their proper order. No disarrangement of the leaves conld

_ have ocenrred, if the pages had been pnmbered in pencil; and the separation of the
sheets would to some extent have shown where the blanks really occnr. In the
printed copy the arrangement of the Minutes is confused, and nnless the Ms. was
nothing more than a note book, it is impossible to believe that the entries were
originally made in any order but that of the dates of the meetings. A calculation of
the number of leaves in the nndisturbed sheets wonld have assisted materially in the
arrangement of the earlier leaves in the volume. As published the confusion in the
arrangement of the entries causes tronble. :

No transcription, nnless most carefully made, can possibly supply the place
of the original: and our confidence is shaken when we find, to note only a few
instances in the printed transcript, the name Browster, printed as Cronster:
Davidson as Davids: and what is probably Brown as Crolen: Palligser varied with
Pattison, Pallisen and Pallison : it i3 impossible to know whether we are to accept
the nnusoal name Fram, or nnderstand it as an error of transcription for Hiam. Alse
when Cuthbert Chrisp becomes Cuthbert Young, it is nncertain whether it is to be
associated with a name transcribed as Cnthbert Younns, with other variations, The
possible faulty transcription of this name it will be seen affects the regular arrange-
ment of the nameg of those present at the Lodge on the 27th of December, 1748,

I have no doubt that it was the same in many cases, as it was in my owp, that
‘the Ms. was simply accepted bat not snbjected to acareful stady. A few years ago,
when the entire text was printed, occasion caused me to study it for qnite a different
purpose than the examination of the Ms. itself: and from this examination I was led
to think that it coniains some points of peculiar interest. This mnst be my excnse
for again opening the question of the real meaning of the records contained in the Minutes.

The copy of the * Constitntions” or “ Old Charges” with which the volume
appears to begin is of no special intersst, its few peonliarities are clearly pointed out
in Bro. Hughan’s admirahle edition of the “ Old Charges ”’ (1895).

A good portion of the Minutes after 1748 were written by Nicholas Brown the
clerk: and it is worth noting that notwithstanding the fact that a copy was probably
already contained in the Operative Minute Book, on the 24th of June, 1749, Nicholas
Brown was paid from the funds “ for writing the Constitutions,”

The Rules which immediately follow the copy of the Old Charges are different
from those wusually found in other Mss., but some of them are modelled npon the
original ones. They were as stated in the text the “Orders to be observed by the
company and Fellowship of Free Masons at A Lodge held att Alnwick Septr 29, 1701,

" being the Gen[era]ll head meeting day.” These Rnles are of a purely operative
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character, and the fines to be imposed in case of their being broken are added. A
number of signatures follow and it is worth noting that the last of these ss far as
the fragments now remaining show is dated in 1722. To some of the signatures the
date is given at whioch the members who signed the Rules became “free”: there is,
however, no record of the quality of the persons thus entered, and the natural
conclusion is that they were operative masons and that as far as page 32 of the printed
copy the minutes belong entirely to an operative Lodge. This Lodge, so far as is
known, had no charter of incorporation, but simply formed itself.

If the Lodge had been at all speculative it would have probably gradually
merged into an entirely speculative Lodge, bnt it did not. The Miunutes from the year
1701 to 1709, may be considered to be ordinary operative minutes: and the *Inroll-
ment of Apprentices” which occurs at a later date as follows, is clearly an
operative entry: (p. 31 of printed copy).

“Inrollment of Apprentices.
“ James Swan bound Apprentice to Patrick Mills November 1751
“ Edward Robinson bound Apprentice to Micbael Robinson April 1752.”

The Minutes with the notes of the year 1735 (page 31) are difficult to under-
stand. They apparently occur on a page by themselves, and seem to now occupy a
portion of the thirtieth page of the original Ms.

July (P) Ano 15 1735

John tﬂ:k A[n]derson, Patrick Milles

(Johu) Ward

John Anderson ye 15, 1735

Robert Turnbull July ye 15. 1735

John Begt [? Bell]

Thomas Hutson [ Hudson] July ye 15. 1785

hi .
Thomas m;:k Hotye _
July ye 15, 1735
Robert Coward Juley ye 154 1735.

No information is supplied by tbe editors: and tbis is one of those instances
when a facsimile wonld be very welcome, as much might turn on the question whether-
the names are signatares or not. It is well to note that,

John Andergon, was made free on the 17th of July, 1713.
Patrick Milles, . " ’ 27th of December, 1706 (?)
Jobn Anderson, [Junior] is only mentioned in this instance,
Robert Turnbull, wag made free on the 30th of December, 1717,
John Best [? Bell], ,, " " 22nd of May, 1716.
Thomas Hudsen ( like John Anderson, Janior only accur in this
Thomas Hoiye - entry,before the Minute of the 27th of Decem-
Robert Coward ( ber, 1748 : shortly to he referred to.

The first three names may be those of the Master and Wardens; and it will
be observed that the date is not attached to them; although, July 15th, 1735, appears.
after all the names following except that of Jobn Best [? Bell]l. They cannot record
“freedoms,” unless it is to be understood that a new set of men having the same
names as those who became free at an earlier date, had joined the operative Lodge,
This certainly took place in some instances, for example, shere were two members.
bearing the name of John Anderson, one of whom I have called Junior. Again
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William Archer in the list of those.signing the rules uses for his mark a badly farmed
right angle with a dot in it, whereas a William Archer in signing the minute of the
27th of December, 1708, nses for his mark, not as stated in the explanatory Note by
the Editors, No. 100 of the Newcastle reprint, “a W crossed out;” but really no
doubt a mouogram formed of his two initials WA. combined.

One word may be said about the varions marks used. Ar in the case of the
marks discovered by our W.M., Bro, Conder, in the books of the Masons’ Company of
London, when a letter is nsed it is generally fhe iuitial letter of the Christian name of
the owner. Jobn Gammon uses the letter I; Robert Aunderson the letter R; Thomas
Garrett the letter T; Jobn Nicholson, on tbe countrary, uses a right anglé; John
‘Wanne a W reversed; and William Balmborongh like William Archer combines the
initial letters of his name, WB.; Edward Castles uses three vertical lines, on the top
of which is placed an horizontal line; this can have no connection with his name
unless it represents the letter E placed on ita side. '

"~ On the 20th of January, 1708 (t.e. 1709) when that very interesting regulation
was made, that the members of the Lodge should wear on St. John’s Day at Christmas,
an apron and ““a Common Square fixt in the belt thereof,” the Operative Lodge “was
kept at Alnwick at the house of Mr. Thomas Davidson tben one of the Ward[ens].”

Under the date the 27th of December, 1748, occurs a minnte, the true meaning
of which, I think, has never been appreciated. This and almoat all the remaining
entries were written by the Clerk Nicholas Brown : (page 38 of the printed copy).

The following is the entry in full :
Alnwick 27 December 1748
This is to Certify that we whose Names are hereunder
subscribed are made ffree Broth™ at this s! Lodge holden at the
houge of M* Tho® Harrison In Alnwick '
The Lodge erected as follows
Roger Robson in Thropton — chosen Master
George Snowdon and
Rich? Atkinson
Cnthbt Yenns (Young 7) Robt Snowdon 3 Bro™ to the assistance
and W™ Anderson } of the said Lodge.

Wardens

John Anderson Matthew Milla
Robt Hudson Thomas Anderson
Thos - % Hoy Patrick Mills
Andrew Vardy Robert Carenton

Tho®* Harriaon
Jonathan James
Robert u?af-k Harrison

Nich. Brown

Tt will be noticed that this meeting was held at the house of Thomas Harrison
and not at the house of Thomas Davison, where the Opera#ive Lodge met (p. 32.)
On looking over the list of names it appears that John Anderson signed the Operative
Rules in 1701, and wag Master of the Operative Lodge according to the nndated
minute on page 29 of the printed copy. Robert Hudson signed the Rnles aboué 1701,
aud was one of the Wardens in 1748. Thomas Hoy was & Warden in the same year.
Andrew Verdy “was made a Freemason,” .e., Free of the Trade of Masonry, on the
27th of September, 1708, and signed the Operative Rules. Patrick Mills was made free
on December the 27th, 1708, and signed the same Rules.
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" Thomes Hn.mson wag probably the la.ndlord of the house at Whlch the Lodge met.

Of the remsining five names there is no record in the minutes of the operative-

Lodge : these minntes are however very irregnlar and imperfect, ard the distance of time
‘between 1708 aund 1748 is sufficient to allow of the admission of some new members.

T have taken omt all the records helonging to the names mentioned in the
minntes, and it will be seen from the table that Robert Robson Master, George Bnowdon
and Richard Atkinson, Wardens, as well as Cotbbert * Yenns,” Robert Snowdon and’
William Anderson who were “ Bro™ [called in] to the assistance of the Lodge™ never
attended after the 27th of December, 1748 ; the meeting of which I have just. quoted
the minnte.

It will be noticed also that. the meetings were held on or mear the St. John's
Days in Sum_mer and Winter, from the 27th of December, 1748, to the 24th of Jnne,
1756, and that at almost every meeting new members were admitted; some of these
being strangers and some apprentices to the trade of Masonry. '

T have said, on or near the St. John's Days, there is, however, some confusion in
the minutes of .the year 1755. A meeting is entered as being held on the 29th of
December (p. 55}, and the balance of cash is carried over to another meeting held fonr
days earlier, on the 25th of December (p. 56). In the table I have classed these entries
as belonging to one meeting. It seems not unlikely that both the daies should be read
27th of December, 1755.

At the meeting following that recorded above a new Master and Wardens,
all members of the Lodge were chosen; a rule being also made that the officers.
ghould be elected annually. Other rules were agreed upon, two of which must be noticed
(page 34) “It is ordered that all apprentices that shall offer to be admitted into ye s
~ Lodge after serving due apprenticeship shall pay for such admittance— 10 —[shillings].

Also that all other persons and strangers (mot serving a Due apprenticeship)
that shall apply to be admitted into [the] said Lodge gball pay for such admn‘.tance the
sum of 17 [shillings and] @ [pence].”

From these rnles it is clear that apprentices who had served the1r time in the
trade of masonry were to be admitted for a less fee than strangers.

The next meeting is to be held at the house of Mr. Thomas Woodhouse, who -
was present probably as a visitor on the 27tb of December, 1749, tkere being no
mention of his having been admitted & member. It was also ‘arranged that two
ghillings and sixpence should be paid as a subseription each Bt. John's Day; and that
a payment should also be made by every memher present for his * dinner and liquor "
on those days.

The minutes from this time assume the form of the old Lodge records, being~
the accounts of receipts and expenditure. They differ entirely from those of the
Operative Lodge; each admission is regularly entered, whereas the custom of the
Operative Lodge appears to have been for the members to sign the ru]es, the date of
freedom being in some cases added. '

It may also be pointed out that the 5th operative rule orders * Thatt noe Magon
shall take an appreutice [bot his master must] Hnter him and give him his Charge
within one whole Year after;” and that in Rule9, the words “ Admitted or Accepted '
are used with regard to apprenticeship. Also Rule 13 which reads, “ Thatt noe Rongh
Layers or any other thatt has not served their time, or been Admitted Masons shalk
work within the Lodge any work of Masonry whatsoever (Bxcept under a Mastr
[Mason]}.” Tt will be noted that * Admitted ” not * Aeccepted " is also the word wsed in
the minntes of the Specnlative Lodge at Alnwick; evidently they followed the
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operative modes of expression to which they were acoustomed. No argument can, T
think, be based on the entry (page 23} that Proctor, Chapman and Verdy were “made
free Meaons Dect 27th, 1708, when the entries before and after state that certain
-Masons were “made free:" it is the record of Proctor, Chapman and Verdy having
taken up their freedom in the Operative Lodge, after having served @ seven years’
apprenticeship, according to the rules.
On December, the 27th, an eutry appears “Allowed for a plailr of Gloves and
Apron 1s. 44.” Daniel Cuthbertson the “ Musicioner,” received several payments ; and
one shilling is given for a pair of compasses (page 57).
To return to the heading of the minuate of the 27th of December, 1748. It is,
1 think, impossible to accept the suggestion of the editors of the Newecastle reprint
that “ evected ” is an error for *“elected,” or their note No. 115, on the minute ordering
a half-yearly subscription, that “This seems to hc the establishment of the Benefit
Society hereinafter referred to.”

In the first place, if this were so, Roger Robszon would -hardly have been,
. immediately afterwards, entered as being * chosen ' the Master : * chosen ” is the old
word used in snch cases, and never the word “elected.” The only conclusion that
can be arrived at is, that the members of the operative Lodge at Alnwick determined
to have n Lodge of Accepted or Speculative Masons, and that with the assistance of
certain brethren who are named, and never attended the Lodge again, a Lodge of
Freemasons was “ erected’’ at the house of Mr. Thomas Harrison.

Roger Robson was invited from Thropton which is more than twelve miles
from Alnwick, and was chosen to temporarily occupy the position of Master. Of the
place of residence of George Snowdon and Richard Atkinsou who acted as Wardens
there is no informatiou; but it is stated that Cuthbert Yenns?, Robert Snowdon
(possibly the brother of George) and William Anderson (it may be the brother of the
other warden) were “ Bro™ [invited] to the assistance of the said Lodge.” That is to
gay, 2 Lodge'of six Freemasons was formed in order to “‘erect” & new Lodge and
admit into Specnlative Freemasoury a number of the members of the operative Lodge
at Alnwick. It would now he very difficult to trace to what particular Lodge of
Freemasonry the six belonged, but the position of Alowick with regard to the Border
must not be overlooked: also that on page 56 of the printed copy the following noto
occurs, “ George Henderson of Alnwick, Visiting Bro® from Canongate Kilwinning Lodge.”

" Thus it is proved that an acknowledged right existed among Freemasons of
the power being vested in a certain number of them when gathered together to “erect”
a new Lodge; and it must be noted that as far as we kmow, in the present instance
the emtire Lodge was composed of newly-made masons, to whom the power of making
magons was given, as it is impossible to believe that all those admitted after the
foundation of the Lodge were already Freemasons.

It is a long distance from Alnwick to London, nevertheless it eannot be over-
looked that the “erection’ of this Lodge took place when the Grand Lodge of England
had been in existence for over thirty years; and that the first ** Regular” Lodge at
Alnwick was that founded in 1779 at the Bee Hive in the Market Place.

Another point of interest may be called attention to; as recorded in the minutes,
—Nicholas Brown was chosen Clerk soon after the Lodge was “erected” in
1748, and “all perquisites for admittance [are] to be paid to (the) clerk” [p. 37].
As already mentioned he was paid for making a copy of the * Constitntions,”
probably taken from that entered at the commencement of the minates of the operative
Lodge. This copy it may fairly be concluded was required for use in the Lodge of
gpeculative Masons,



10 MEMBERS OF THE LODGE AT ALNWICK—1748 to 17586.
1748. 1749 1750
27tk Dec. 3lst Deo. 24th Jnne 27th Dec.. 25th .]une. 27th Dec
1 1
Robson, Boger, in Thropton... Master These [never atten|ded again.
-| Bnowdon, George oo | Wardn. 1 .
. Atkmaon ‘Richd. ... Wardn. 2 They no| doubt “erlected” the| Lodge of [ Free
Yenns [P]0uthbert ) Bros. to th- P, Brot|hers,’’ or Fireemsagons,| and four |days
Snowdon, Robert  )assistanceoff P, afte[rwards new| officers werle elected.
Andergon, William ) 8aid Lodge. } p,
1 | Anderson, John By Mys., Pro)| Master, P, | Mastr., P. Prest. Preat.
2 | Hudsoa, Robert JgPR ) H Ward.2,P. | Ward.2,P. | Ward.2,P. |Ward. 1 Warden 1. P
3 | Hoy, Thomaa ... AP s W.1, Pro Y Ward.1,P. | Ward.1,P. | chos.M.,P, | Master Prest.
4 | Vardy, Andrew R AR LN Preat, Preat. I
5 | Mills, Matthew P H% Prest. Prest. Prest. Ward.2,P.| Ward, 2 Prest.
6 | Anderson, Thomas 1P §_ Prest. Prest. Prest. Prest. Prest.
7 | Mills, Patrick .. Je (5 = | Prost. Preat. Prest. Prest. Prest.
8 | Carrington, Robert ... P. L EE | Prest. Prest. Prest. Proat, Prest.
9 | Harrison, Thomaa "publman] P. | o® | Prest. Prest. Prest. Prest.
10 | James, Jonathan P. 13 Prest. Prost, Prest. Preat. Prest.
11 | Harrigon, Bobert P.J R Prest. Prent. Prest. Prest. Prest,
12 ! Brown, Nicholas B./° P., Clerk. | P., Qlerk.| P., Olork. | Clerk P.| Clerk. Prest:
13 : Stokos, Edward . Prest. Expelled |27th Dec., (1749,
14 | Lindsey, George Prest. Prest. Prest. Prest.
15 | Thew, Georgo [ atranger”] Admit. P, | Prest. Prest. Prest.
16 | Cuthbertgon, Daniel | PMason ] Admit, P. | Prest. Prest. Prest.
17 | Shepherd, Robert l:a.pprentwe] Admit. P. { Prest, Prest. Prest,
18 | Hiam, John [ Fram] . Absent | Prest. Preat, Preat.
19 | Elliott, Henry... P. Did not| pay his gubseription ? [marked‘‘anpd.”
20 | Robingon, Michael [apprentwe] e Admit. P. | ©  Prest. Prest.
21 | ffordy, Cuthhert [do.|?Hardy . Admit. P. Prest. Prost,
22 | Henderson, John [stranger] Admit. P.| ? Preat. Preat.
23 | Allen, William [do.] Admit. P. Prest,
24 | Moor, John Ldo.] Admit, P. Prest, Prest.
Woodhonge, Thomas P visitor Prest.
25 | Vardy, James [apprentice] ... Admit, Prest.
26 | Athey, Thos, [do.] or Attey Admit. Prest.
27 | Balmborough, Wm. [? Mason] Admit. Press,
28 | Stephenson, Thos. [P do.]... Admit., Prest,
29 | Walker, Robt. I?da]... Admit. Prest.
20 | Willoughby, Wm. [apprentice] Admit. Prest.
{1 | Hunter, Andrew [do.]... Admit. Prest.
{2 | Walker, Geo. [stranger] ... Admit, Prest.
{3 | Davidson, Thos., of Alnwick,
Mason [? apprentice]
{4 | Young, James, do. [stranger]
5 i Nealson,John,of Felton,Magon
[? apprentice] ...
&6 | Roberte, Thomas, of Alnwwk
[stranger]...
37 | Yonow, Cuthbert of Wandyla.w
[? Magon) ?Young -
.38 | Muckel), Thomas [?Mason] ...
{9 ! Hudson, Thomas, of Alnwick,
Masgon "
40 i Hudson, John, of Alnwick
[apprentice]
41 | Renwick, Paul, of Bilton,
Magon
42 | Gardiner,Robert,of 01d Felton
{stranger]...
43 | Shepherd, Thomas [appren—
tice]
44.| Burne, James [appreut-wa]
45 | Neal, John, junr. [stra.ngerj
48 | Carmichael, George [stranger]
47 | Thompson, John [apprentice]
8 | Thew, Gteorge, jun. [appren- Che following abbre-
tice] riations are used :—
9 | Anderson, .To}m, of Swarland P., Preat. = Present,
[Muson] ... . Ad.=Admitted. “ -
0| Bwanaton, Mntthew, ‘of Aln- M. =Master.
wick [stranger] .. - W.=Warden. -
Henderson, George. Visitor. .
1 | Mills, Thomas {apprentice].., - . "
2 | Harrison, Thomas [apprsn-
tice] " - .
3 | Armatrong, John [Ma.son] . “

! Wi, Brown (? Nicholas Brown) was the proxy.

Willism Brown doeg not coour again.
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1751, 1752, 1753
24th June. 27th Deo. 94th June. 27th Dee.  95th Ju:ne. 27th Deo.
Robaon, Roger, in Thropton ... !
Bnowdon, Georgse :
Atkinson, Richd. vee
Yenns [P]Cuthbert | pros.to the
Bnowdon, Robert }mlst&nce of
Andergon, William ) said Lodge. : ; ) :
1| Anderson, John - .. . Prest, . Prest. Prest. | P Preat.|[ 7 Prest. Prest.
2 | Hudson, Robert Pdesd. | Rule mads|27th Deo,, (1750, about| attending [funeral, ete.,
; R - of deadjmember.
8 | Hoy, Thomas ... i Prest. Prest. Prest,| P Prest.| ? Prest. Prest.
4 | Vardy, Andrew T
& | Mills, Matthew Master, P. | Master, P, . Preat. ? Prest. ? Prest. Preat.
6 | Anderson, Thomas Ward.2,P. | Ward.2,P. | Master, P. | Mast,, P P.| P Prest. Prest.
7 | Mills, Patrick ., Ward.1,P. | Ward.1,P. | Ward.1,P.| W. 1, P P. [ Mast.,? P. | Master. Prest.
8 | Carringtou, Robert ... Preat. * Prest. | Ward 2,P. | W. 2, P P. | W. 2, ?P. | Ward.2, Presat.
9 | Harrison, Thomnas [pubhoan] Prest. Prest. Prest,.| ? Prest.{ Notice? Preat.
10 | James, Jonathan Prost. _ Prest. i Prest. ? Prest. ? Prest. ? Absent
11 | Harrison, Robert Prest. Preat. Prest. | Clerk. P P. | Ward. P P.| Ward.l, Prest.
12 | Brown, Nicholas' Clerk, P.|Clerk, P.| (lpgrk, P.| P Preat.| ClL. Notice | Clerk. Prost.
13 | Stokoe, Edward D e S e
14 | Lindsey, George - - Prest,| | Prest.| Pdead | Pdead |- 7dead. ?dead. -
15 | Thew, George [ stranger "‘] Prest. . Prest, " Prest. ? Prest. ? Prest. Prest.
16 | Cuthbertson, Daniel [ ? Mason] Prest. Prest. Prest,| 7 Prest.| P Prest. Prest.
1?7 | 8hepherd, Roberb [a.pprenmce] Prest, . Prest. Preast.| 7 Prest. ? Prest. Prest.
18 | Hiam, John [? Fram] . o Prest. . Prest. ;. Prest. ?. Prest. ? Prest, .
19 E}Imth, Heury . T S . e
20 | Robinson, Michae]La.pprentlce] . Prest. ¢ Prest. " Prest. | P Prest. ? Prest.
21 | ffordy, Cuthbert [do.] PRardy Prest. Preat. Prest.| P Prest.| ? Prest. Preat.
22 | Henderson, Jobn [stranger] Preai. Prest. Prest, | P Prest.| P Preat. Preast.
23 | Allen, William [do ] Prest. Prest. Prest. | P Prest.| ? Prest. Preat.
24 | Moor, Jobun - “[de.] Preat. Prest. Prest. | P Prest.| P Prest. Prost.
Woodhonse, Thomas T S :
25 | Vardy, James [apprentice] ... Prest. Prest. Prest.{ P Prest.| P Prest. Prest.
26 | Athey, Thos. [do.] or Attey ... Preat. Preat. Prest.| P?Prest.| 7 Prest. Prest.
27 | Balmborough, Wm. [P Mason] Preat, Prest, Prest. ? Prest. ¥ Prest. Prest.
28 | Stephenson, Thos. ?do.]... [ Prest. Prest. [fined pon:att.| Nobice ? | Notice 2 .
20 | Walker, Robt. ~ ? do.] ... Prest. | Abgent Regigned.
30 | Willonghby, Wm. [apprentice] Prest: Prest; Prest.| P Prest.| P Prest. Prast.
31 | Hunter, Andrew = [do.] ... Prest. Prest. Prest. ? Prest. ? Prest. Prest.
32 | Walker, Geo. [stranger] Prest. Prest. Prest,| P Preat.| 7 Prest. Prest.
33 | Davidson, Thos. of Alnwick, :
Mason [? apprentice ] Admit, P. Prest. Prest. | P Prest.| P Prest. Prest.
84 | Young, James, -do. [stranger] | Admit, P. Prest. Prest. ? Prest. ? Prest.
35 | Nealson,Johu,of Felton, Mason E ‘
[?apprentice] .. Ad. P.? Prest. [fined non-att:| Notice 3 | Notice 2
36 | Roberts, Thomasg, of Alnwitk : )
[stmnger] Admit., P. Prest. Prest.| P Prest.{ 7 Prest, Prest,
37 | Yonow!, Cuthbert ofWandylaw : _
P Ma.son] ? Young Admit. P. | Absent. Resigned. re
88 | Mocksll, Thomad [? Magon] :.. Ad. PP, Prest.
30 | Hudson, Thomas, of Alnwick,
Mason Admit. Prest.
40 | Hudson, John, -of Alnwick [
[apprentice] . Admit, Prest,
41 | Renwick,Paul, ofB11ton,Ma.sun ) Admit, Preat.
42 | Gardiner,Robert,of Old Felton
[stranger]... Admit, Prest.
43 | Shepherd, Thomas [appren-
tice] .
44 | Burne, James Lapprenbme] -
45 | Neal, Johun, junr. [Btra.nger] s
46 | Carmichael, George [strn.nger] "
47 | Thompeon, Jobn [apprentice] ,
48 | Thew, George, jun, [appren-
tice]
49 | Anderson, Jchu of Swarla.nd
[Mason] .. w“
50 | Bwansgton, Matthsw, of Alu-
wick [st.ranger] o
Henderson, George. Vtsztor .
51 | Millg, Thomas [apprentice]...
52 | Harrison, Thomas [appren-
tice] “
53 Armstrong, .Tobn [Ma.son] R

1 Otherwise Youns.

% Notice to attend and pay arreaas,
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1754, 1755, 1756,
24th June. 2Tth Dec. 24th June, 29th Dec. 24th June
Robson, Roger, in Thropton ...
Sriowdon, Gecrge
Atkingon, Richd.
Ypnuos [PJCathbert } Bros, t,othe
SBilowdon, Bobert }sesistance of !
Apderson, William ) #id Lodge.
1 derson, John . Prest. FPreat. Pregt. | P Presi.| P FPrest. .
2 Hhbdeon, Robert . .
3 | Hoy, Thomas ... Prost. Prest. Prost.| 7 Prest.| 7 Prest. "
4 | Vardy, Andrew s P .
6| Mills, Matthew Prest. Preat. Prest. ? Prest, ? Prest, .
6 | Anderson, Thomas Prest. Prest. Prest. | 7 Prest.| ? Prest. .
7 | Mills, Patrick .. Preat. Preat. Prest. P Prest. ? Prest. .
8 | Carrington, Robert Master, P. | Master, P. Prest. ? Prest. ? Prest. ,
9 | Harrison, Thomas [pnbhean]
10 | James, Jonathan Ch,W.1,P. | Ward.1,P. %fiaaé?er, P. | Master,?P.| P Prest.
. 27 Dec,
Harrison, Robert . Absent .
12 | Brown, Nicholas .., Absent | Clerk, P.| Ward.1,P.| Ward.1,PP| Mast, P P, \Writes 1a Clerk
in 767,
13| Stokoo, Bdward ... .| .
14 | Lindgey, George ? dead. e
15 l Thew, George [ stmnger”] Ch.W.2,0.| Ward.2,P. | Ward.2,P, | Ward.2,?P [ Ward.1,FP.|. .
16 1 Oythbertaon, Daniel [? Mason] Prost. Prest. Prest, | ? Prest. | Wurd.2,?P.
17 Shepherd, Robert [a prent.lce] Phost. Prest, Preat.| 7 Prest.| 7 Prest.
18 Hjam, John [P Fram or e
19 Eliott, Henry ; e
20 Rgbinsov, Michael [appreutlce] o Y e | -
21 ffordy, Cuthbert [do.]? Hardy Prest. Prest. Prest. | ? Prest.| P Prest.
22 | Henderson, John [atranger] Notioé Ab Prest. Prest. | ? Prest.| sick,
Ea Allen, William {do.] . Prest. Prest, Prest.| P Prest.| 7 Prest.
24 Moor, John [do] .. Prest. Prest. Prest.[ 7 Prest.| ? Preat,
| Woodhouse, Thomas .. e -
26 Vardy, James [a,pprentlce] Prest. Prest. Prest.| P Prest.] 7 Preat.|pd, an hfo 1757
26 Athey, Thos. [do.] or At.tey Prest. Prest. Prest.| P Prest.| P Preat. 1.
27 Bglmhorough, Wm, [? Mason] Prest. Prest. Prest.| P Prest, [griyindispsd
28 Stpphengon, Thos, [P do.]...
] ker, Robt. [*de]... -
Willoughby, Wm. [apprentice] Proat. Prest. Prost.| 7 Prest.| P Prest. 1
1 | Honter, Andrew {do.J .. Prest, Prest. Prest.| P Prest, | Prozy P. pd.1/6in 1757
2 | Walker, Geo. [stranger] , Prest. Prest. Prest. P Prest. ? Prest. 1.
8 | Davidson, Thos. of Alnwmk
Masgon [? apprentice] Prest. Prest. Prest.| P Prest.| P Prest,
4 Young, James, do. [stranger] e
5 Nealson,John of Felton,Mason
i? apprenhwe] "
6 Réberts. Thomas of Alnwick
[stranger] .. Prest. Preat. ? Prest, | Proxy P,
37 Yonow, Cuhhberﬁ of Wandylaw
k4 Muson] P Yonng . e
88 Muckell, Thomas [? Masoun] .., | Act.ss O, | Act.as Ol., P Prest, | P Prest. | od,an o 1757
30 Hpdson, Thomas. of Alnwiok [P. P. ‘
Magon ... Prest. Prest. ? Prest. | Proxy P.| [l Jaie.Dec.,
40 Hfdson, Johm, of Alnwick _ 1757.
[apprentice] Prest, Prest. ? Prest. | 7 Prest.
41 Renwick, Paul, of Bilton,
. Mason .. Presgt. Prest. dead.
i2 G rdmer,Robert,of Old Felton
[stranger] .. Prost. Prest. P Pregt.  ? Prest.
13 Shepherd, Thomas [appren- '
tice] " Admit. P. Prest. ? Prest. [ Prest.
44 Burne, James [a,pprentwe] Admit. P. Prest. ? Prost.| P Prest:
15 Neal, John, junr. [stranger] Admit. P. ? Prest. | _ P Prest.
i6 Uarmichael, Gteorge [utranger] e Admid. P. Prest.| P Prest, Proxy P.
47 Thompson, John [apprentice] Admit. P.| ? Prest.| P Prest
18 Thew, George, jun. [appren-
tlce] Admit, P.| ? Prest.| P Prest.
19 Anderson, John, of Swarland
[Mason] ... Admit.PP.| 7 Prest. N
50 Swa.nston, Matthew of Aln
wiok [stranger] Admit,?P,| P Preat,
il Mills, Thomas [appreni:lce] S e Ad. PP: e
32 Hprrison, Thomas [appren-
) tice] Ad, PP.|pd.1/6 n 175Y
38 Afmstrong, J ohn [Mason] Ad. ?P.
]
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1749,

1750,

1751.

17562,

1763.

1754,

1766.

1756.

OFFICERS.

John Anderson, Master

Thomas Hoy,

Robert Huodson, } Wardens.

Thomas Hoy, Master.

Robert Hudson,

Masthew Milla, } Wardens.

Matthew Mills, Master.

Patrick Mills,
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The Secrotary read the following comments recefved from Bro. B. CoxDER, jun., W.M.—

.The thanks of all stndenis of Craft history during the first half of the
eighteenth century, are justly due to Bro. Rylands for the very important rendering
of the entry dated 27th December, 1748, in the Alnwick MS.

This entry which np to now has oceagioned little or no interest, at once becomes
the most important item in the whole MS.

In his usual concise and clear method of argument qu. Bylands has, I-consider,
made out hig cage. '

The antiquity of the speenlative Lodge at Alnwick must in future date from |
1748, and not from * time immemorial,” and the nse of the power to “erect” n new
Lodge by Freemasons independently of Grand Lodge at so late a date as 1748, must be
conceded. :

The most convincing point is the faet, now proved by the list of members with
their attendances, that the six brethren called in to.“erect” the new Lodge never
again attended.

December the 27tb, 1748, fell upon a Tuesday; and before'the end of the week a.
number of Rules were made, and new officers were elected, shewing clearly that the
visiting brethren (if I may so term them) acted a8 founders of a new Speculative Lodge,
and were complimented for their services by being made honorary memhers, described
by the Clerk, Nicbolas Brown, as “ made firee Brothera.”

Considering that nearly fifty years had elapsed since some hrethren bearing the
same christian and surnames as some of those teking part in the proceedings nnder
notice had signed the roles of the Operative Lodge, I can only conclude they were
Masons of a previons generation, most likely fathers or perhaps nncles: it being a well-
known fact that in the north of England the eldest son takes his father’s name, the
second that of the uncle. :

I cannot believe any members who signed the rules in 1701, or in 1708, could
have assisted in 1748, althongh it is possible: consequently I am not surprised to find
the meeting being held at the house of Thomas Harrison.

Bro. Rylands is to he congratulated npon the light he has thrown on these
interesting minntes, ~ Althongh we may regret the disappearance of so cherigshed a
landmark as the existence of a Speculative Lodge document, dating from 1701, yet, ag
stadente of history and seekers after truth, we can all join in the hearty vote of thanks
to our brother, who has by his able contribution to our Transactions placed the Alnwick
Lodge Minuates ina sounder position for fnture reference than hag hitherto been the ease.

Epwaep Cowpeg, Jun., W.M.

Prom Bro. Dr. W. J, Caerwone Crawiey, P.G.D. Ireland.—

There seems no diffieulty in accepting Bro. W. H. Rylands’ interpretation of the
Alowick Records. The difficulty seems rather to be in providing some comforting
explanation why nobody appreciated the evidence till now. For the printed version of
the Alnwick MS, has béen before us for five years.

When Cuthbert of the Ineffable Name and his comrades came to the assistance
of the Lodge, they did no more than comply with the terms of their obligation as inter-
preted by the Grand Lodge of the Antients. We have grown so accustomed to restrict-
ing the appellation “ Lodge Summons” to the notice sent round before every communi-
cation to each member of a Lodge, that we quite forget the difficulty, and in many cases
the impossibility of serving such notices in the early days of Specnlative Freemasonry.
Nor was sueh a notiee needed. 'The days of meeting were laid down in the Bylaws of
cach Lodge, and each member was bound to attend on the Lodge-night vnder penalty
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of gome emall fine. . What, then, was the summons fo ‘which the obligation bound the
" Freemason to attend? It was just such a summons as is implied' in the present
instance. The Brethren at Alnwick were unable to ‘ work” for want of sufficient
numher and adequate knowledge. They required the assistance from Brethren at a
distance, and under the terms of their ohligation those Brethren were bound to come,

After the reorganization of the Lodge in 1748, the clerk scrupulously adheres to
the phraseology of the older minutes. Although we know. the Lodge to have been at
work from 1749 to 1756, the Clerk makes no meution of *“Master Magon or Fellow
Craft.” Nevertheless, the Brethren succeed to the post of Warden, and are pro-
moted, or “ chosen,” Master in due course. It is inconceivable that the reorganized
Lodge should not have been influenced by the development of the methods of the sur-
rounding Lodges : else why the reorganization ! This is confirmed by the presence of
at least one visitor, who came from a Lodge known to have been working under the
new system. It wonld follow, then, that the non-mention of Degrees must not he
construed into their non-existence,

It is disheartening to reflect that in the year of grace 1895, the phra.se, “The
Lodge erected as follows” proved so unintelligible as to seem to require emendation.
To erect & Lodge isthe anthorised and time-honoured formula todeunote the foundation of
4 Now Lodge of Freemasons. It is so employed in the earliest Lodge Charters (or
Warrants, as they are styled nowadays) ever issned by any Grand Lodge. The very
firgt of them opens as follows :

“ Whereas our Trusty aud Well-beloved Brothers. . ., . . . have
besought Us that We would be pleas’d to Erect a Lodge of Free Masons,”
ete., ete.

Warrant of Lodge No. 1, G.L. Ireland, 13t February, 1731-2.

Thus sanctioned by authority, and approved by usage, the phrase held the field
among English-speaking Freemascus at home and abroad during the half-century that
preceded the Umion of 1813, and still remains a constitutional formula among the
Grand Lodges that derived from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, or from its step-danghter,
the Grand Ledge of the Antients. In view of such unfamiliarity with the decnments
that embody tbe history of our organisation, it is well to bear in mind that in 1748
there were no Lodge Charters in existence, save those isgned under the seal of the
Grand Lodge of Ireland. Several years had to elapse before the Irish practice, now
aniversal, was followed by the Grand Lodge of England.

The feat accomplished by Bro. Rylands in restoring the records and establishing
the reorganization of the Lodge at Alnwick reminds us of the Classical recensions that
marked the Renaissance of Learning. If he could do these things withount even seeing
#he original, is it not worth our while to induce the custodians te let him have a sight

of the MS.?
W. J. CEETwoDE CRAWLEY, -

From Bro. J. T. Tnore.—

All Masonic students shonld thank Bro. Rylands for calling a,ttantmn to the
minutes of the old Lodge at Alnwick, especially when he has such interesting infor-
mation to hring forward, I quite agree with him, that a full facsimile of the MS,
wonld have heen far more useful than the letterpress reproduction pnhlished in, 1895,
but one has to be thankful for what one can get.

The manmner in which the minntes are jnmhled together in the original makes it
very difficult to obtain & clear ides of them, so that Bro. Rylands’ paper will be of con-
siderable assistance in properly understanding and estimating the MS, '
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When the reprodnction was published I spent somse little time over its examina-
tion, and was quite under the impression that the minutes from December 27th, 1748,
onwards, recorded a revival or resuscitatien of the old Lodge. But after reading Bro.
Rylands’ paper I certainly incline to the opinion that there were iwo separate and.
distinet Lodges, the earlier portion of the MS. referring to the old operative Lodge, and
the later portion, from 1748, being the minutes of one newly formed.

The word * erected,”~—" elected ” ig certainly an error of transcription—is stilt
commonly used in Scotland and elsewhere to describe the foundation of & new Lodge,
and 2 very appropriate word it is. Its wse in this instance seems to prove that these
later minates do not record a revival of the old Lodge, but the ostablishment of sn
entirely fresh orgauization.

The character of the 1748 Lodge, whether it was operative or specnlative, ix not
8o eagdy to determine. ~ Bro. Rylands thinks it was speculative, and it is quite probable
heis right. Several of the rules seem to confirm this view, viz, :—

“The Meatings to be held on the St. John’s Days.”

“ No one to be admitted nnder the age of 21.”

“ The admission to the Lodge as Members, of *other persons and strangers not
serving a Due apprenticeship.’” )

And also the reception as a visitor of a Brother who is known not to have besn
an operative.

There seems to be nothing in the MS. to show whether the later apeculative (7)
Lodge was held in connection with the older operative Lodge, or whether it was
entirely distinct and separate. That the operative Lodge still existed may reasonably
be inferred, from the reference to “ apprentices that shall offer to be admitted into ye s¢
Lodge after serving due apprenticeship.” Is any information obtainable on this peint P

Most of tho minutes of the second Lodge, with the exception of the first two
meebings, begin, “ At a meeting of the Society of the said Lodge, ete., etc.,” the use of
both the words “ Society ” and “ Lodge " in this opening sentence is peculiar, and I think
very unusnal. Is there in this case any particular significance in their uge ?

Jxo. T. THore.

From Bro. W. J. HuaHaN, P.GLD,—

1 am exceedingly pleased with the interesting paper on the * Alnwick Lodge
Minntes,” by Bro. W. H. Rylands; and consider that his very suggestive remarks on
these old Récords will help ns the batter to rightly appreciate and value such important
registers of early meetings of the Fraternity. It is vexations to find that the typogra-
phical reproductions of these meetings, published in 1895, are not so accurate as we had
been led to believe; but there is one thing to rejoice in, and that is the copy of the “0ld
Charges,” with the ““ Orders” of 1701, and a number of signatures thereto, marks, ete.,
are all in facsimile. _

It may interest the members to know how I first became acquainted with this
valuable Minute Book, dating from 1701, the earliest of the kind preserved in Englsund.

In 1870, several of us had a discusgion in the Freemason as to the antiquity of the
Creft, and in the nomber for November 12th appesred a short communication from
“E.T.T., 1167, in support of my views, with an extract respecting the wearing of
Aprons in 1708, from the “Minutes of the Warkworth and Alnwicke Lodge in his
posgession.” Of course I wrote at onee abont this valuable find, and on November 26th,
the owner (the late Bro. Edwin Thew Turnbnll,} wrote from Alawick thenking me for
my interest in the matter, and saying “I prefer that Bro. Hughan shonld himself
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examine the records, and glve the Craft his valnable opinion thereon,” whlch exactly
guited me. ‘

To my horror, however, the volnme was sent me by book post, with a piece of
common brown paper wrapped round it! T need not say that, after fnll partienlars of
its character were given hy me in the Freemason for Jannary 21s6, 1871, the precious
docoment was returned in a different manner.

The snggestion of Bro. Rylands that the meeting of 27th December, 1748, was
. convened for the purpose of holding “a Lodge of Accepted or Specnlative Masons”
does not wholly commend itself to me. The records of other Lodges of a similar
character prove that unless for the conferring of the degrees of Speculative Masonry,
any ordinary assembly could be utilized for Craft purposes, as with the York Lodge and
others. There is no mention of Degrees, a.ud nothing in the minutes to indicate any
work differing from the usual,

I believe the word is “erected "’ as Bro. Rylands states, and to my mind the entry
means that there was a special Lodge held at the date mentioned, to preside over which
Bro. Roger Robson was “chosen Master,” and Snowdon and Atkinson acted as Wardens,
the eight names at the right hand being those made “ffree Broth™” and the others
being members proviously.

These Records never allnde to degrees, as they would likely do, had’ the modern
ceremonies or additions been known to the members. .

Following the lead of Bro. Rylands and remembering tbat on the 24th Jnne,
1749, Bro. Nich, Brown was paid a guinea for * writing the Constitutions and two attend.
ances,” it seems likely that some of the brethren admitted on the 27th December, 1748,
or who attended, were fonnders of another Lodge not far from Alnwick. Bro. Rylands’
paper requires and deserves very careful comsideration, as his suggestion may yet be
proved to be correct, thongh at present I am nnable to fully accept it.

' W. J. Hoaman.

Bro. G. W. SreTH said :—Bro. Rylands has put an entirely new complexion on
the meaning of the Alnwick Minutes. It is curious that what now appears so obvious
should have escaped the attention of all of us for all these years, nntil hrought to onr
notice in consequence of the more careful reading of the evidence by Bro. Rylands.
But once pointed out to us, there can he no hesitation in asserting that a revolution of
gome sort did take place at Alnwick on the 27th December, 1748,

On that date certain individuals who bad never previously attended the Lodga,
go far as we know, and who never attended again, were called in to the assistance of
the Lodge, and even occupied the chairs : and certain hretbren who were already mem-
bers under the former régime, together with still others wbho were not so, were * made
free hrothers of this Lodge.” This bare statement of the facts, divested of all detail,
proves incontestably that the new organisation differed from the old one, the only donht
is a8 to wherein the difference lay.

A few remarks in snpplement of onr Brother’s paper may he parm1ttad me. The
cage of John Anderson is pnzzling. As Bro. Rylands points ont, he suhseribed the roll
either in 1701, or very shortly after, his name being among the first. Of tbis roll we
have a facsimile, and his signatnre is nndoubtedly an autograph. This is certainly the
John Anderson who was Master in 1710. Near the end of the same roll appears a
John Anderson, and he is bracketed with Allexander Gradon, and tbe date 17th July,
1713, is placed against their names. Now, if these last signatures are antographa,
then the two Andersons are distinet, probably father and son, as Bro. Rylands assumes,
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But I doubt their being really signatures: both names appear to be written by the
same clerkly hand. A possible reading is that this records the date of their once more
gerving as wardens, If it indioates, as Bro. Rylands thinks, the date of their admission,
then we have father and son. In sapport of his reading there is the fact that in an
enigmatical minute referring to the year 1735, the purport of which is impossible to
explain, we meet for the first and only time two John Andersons in one entry, one with-
out a date affized, the other followed by “ye 13 [July] 1735.” Bnt it is quite
conceivable that both entries refer to one and the same John. We meet the name of
John Anderson in every minuate, I think almost without exception, from 1701 to 1755,
not only as member and Master of the old Lodge, but aa one of the special members
admitted the night of the great transformation, and later on as Master of the new
'organisa.tion. It is not imposaible that he was the Jobn Anderson of 1701, who mighsé
then have been just out of his articles and about 21 years old, bringing him to 76 when
we last meet him : and even if it were his son, who was admitted in 1713, also at the age
of 21, he wonld be 63 years old. Bnt I am not couvinced that there were two John
Andersons, although I admit the possibility. The case of John Bell, who appears in

~ the same list with the date “ May 22 1716 ” attached to his uame, rather strengthens
this view, hecanse nnless we have here again duplicate nsmes, it cannot mean his
admission, a8 he is given in & previous minute of 1703. I believe it means the date of
serving the wardenship.

Longevity, bnt not of a phenominal nature, appears to have been the rule in this
Lodge. Another instance is that of Patrick Mills, made free on December 27th, 1706,
present at almost every recorded meeting, & participant in the Reformation of 1748, and
last named in 1755.

In the roll, 1701-1722 appears a shockingly bad specimen of handwriting, which
Bro. 'Ryla,nds reads, correctly, as it seems to me, as Cuthbert Chrisp. If so, the final
‘“p " is placed ahove the line, for want of room. But the editors of the transeript have
suggested that the name is Young. The aforesaid “p” might easily be read as an
initial * Y,” it is true, but it would be important to kuow whether the editors had any
other reason for their suggestion than the fact that the only other Cuthbert we meet is
probably, but not certainly, named Young. They seem to think that the Chrisp is &
distorted repetition of Cuthbert. Now Cuthbert Yenns (again the editors snggest
Young, probably correctly this time) was one of the “ Bros to the assistance of the said
Lodge” in December 1748, and in June 1751 a Cuthbert Yonow is admitted s member
on paying 5/- fee. In the same minute his name is transeribed Yonows, and in
December Youns, and in December 1752, Cuthbert Youns ia “declared off.” I cannot
help thinking that Yenns, Yonow, Youns, are all the same individual, and that his
name was Young. Only an inspection of the original minutes, as we bave no facsimile
given us, could decide the question. If there is any connection with the earliest
Cuthbert Chrisp or Young, this would explain why he only paid 5/- on admission in
1751, hut it is my only reason for suspecting any such connection, as otherwise the
reading Chrisp quite satisfies me.

The new rules made in 1748 fix fees for admission as follows: an apprentice who
had served his time, 10s, (altered next year to 6s. 8d.}; “all other persons and
strangers ”’ (which I take to mean non-masons and masons from elsewhere)! 17s. 6d,,
afterwards altered to 13s. 4d. Now from this time forth we find numerous admissions,
always with the fee of 6s. 84d,, or 13s. 4d., except-in the following cases. B. Stokoe, (.

on. 4d. !The acccnnts show instances of mow members, described a8 Masons, and charged the fall
18,
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Lindsay, D. Cathbertson, W, Balmborough, Thos. Stepheuson, Robert Walker, Cuthbert
Yonow (or Young), T. Muokell, Thos. Hudson and J. Armstrong, and these ten all paid
9s. You will see there is no provision for a 5/- fee in the roles. Cuthbertson was &
mausician, and received a fee for each attendance, and we can understand his being let
off cheaply. Balmborough was an old member of the Operative Lodge, he signed before
1706. Thomae Hudson’s name occurs in the memorandum of 1735, therefore another
member. Rt. Walker does not previously occur, but a Walker was made free on the

20th January, 1708/9, and although he is subsequently cited as Ph. Walker, I incliue to

think that Rt. is a misreading for Ph., or vice versa, If s0, here we have another old:
member. There was' no George Lindsey, possibly another misreadiug, in the old

organisation, bot there was a John Lindsey in 1710. Without the actual MS. before us,

or a facsimile of it, it is impossible to estimate how far the editors have been correot in

their reading of signatures. So that we have certainly some of the former members

here, and possibly others, in all six ; add to this Cuthbertson, aud it only leaves three at 5s.

to account for; and I think we shall not risk much in assnming that they alse were old

members whose names do not happen to occur in the fragmentary minutes left to ns.

It is interesting to note that we do not find all the old members joining the new
Lodge, and that some of those who did join did not do so until several years afterwards,
such as Balmborough. The circumstances as & whole remind me very much of the
Masons’ Company Lodge: there was a Speculative Lodge according to the newer
methods, unconnected with trade, withiu an old Operative Lodge which was only
slightly speculative, and existed principally for trade purposes. In the miunutes after
1748 we find not a single operative entry, except once in 1751 and 1752, the entering of
apprentioes, and I snspect this belongs really to the Operative Lodge: we have merely
the fact recorded here and there, that such and such a new member was an apprentice
out of his indentures. But the old operative organisation must have existed side by
side with the new, a8 its apprentices were being constantly ndmitted on completion of
their time, and were more of the minutes preserved to ns, we might have learnt much
more.

am doubtful whether the Constitutions which the clerk was paid for writing
out, are really a fresh copy of the Old Charges. I believe it to be ratber the laws and
regulations as agreed upon in 1748. His fee was to be 5s. each attendance, these
minutes occupy two meetings, and he was paid 10s. for his trouble, which agrees. They
still had the old copy, what did they want a new one for? By-laws were often called
Constitutions, those of Grand Lodge are so-called to this day.

I have already occoupied so much time that 1 am almost relnctant to call the
attention of the brethren to the earlier or operative minutes. Yet there are some very
curions points. We find that the apprentices must receive their charge from their
Master within one year, and further that after they had served their seven years, they
may be “admitted or accepted,” but only on Michaelmas day. Surely this indicates
two ceremonies of some sort, call thera degrees or what you will. And the stipulation
that their admission as fellows is only to be ou the Feast of St. Michael, which from
Rule No. 1 is evidently the head-meeting day of the Lodge, is in curious conformity with
the earliest rules of the Grand Lodge of England. The apprentices at Alnwick were
admitted at any time, the fellows only on the head-mesting day, or, as it was elsewhere
called, the General Assembly. After 1717 in Grand Lodge, any Liodge could make an
apprentice at any time, but according to Rule XIII., ouly Grard Lodge could make
fellows. Now Grand Lodge admittedly stood in place of the former General
Agsemblies. '
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Rule 12 ia hard to construe, but I am inelined to think it points to the difference
batween Free Masons and Guild or Company Masons to which I referved in a previons
paper read before this Lodge. It reads: “Itm Thatt noe Fellow or Fellowes within
this Lodge shall att any time or times call or hold Assemblys to make any Mason or
Masons free: Nott Acquainting the Mast” or Wardens therewith.” This cannot apply
to their own apprentices ont of their time, as there was a special rule for that, ]ust
quoted : it can therefore only apply to Guild or Company Masons wandering from
some other city who were not Free Masons. The Alnwick Lodge was evidently not
a guild but as it styles itself in the preamble to these laws, “a Fellowship of Free
Masons.”

Bals 13 is also noteworthy. * Itih Thatt noe Rough La.yers or any. other thatt
has not served their time, or admitted Masons, shall work within the Lodge any work of
Masonry whatsoever (Except under a Mast®),” The italice are mine. It is evident
that the Lodge was an actual building, where work could be carried on, but it was as
evidently not the workshop of some particular building under construction, but from the
very terms of the article, must have been & sort of joint workshop for any magon in
Alnwick, where he could carry on his own special job, provided always that he was an
admitted Freemason.

In conclugion I desive only to point out that external influence seems o have
been felt very soon after these roles were drawn up in 1701, because as early as 1706 we

-find the head-meeting day of St. Michael allowed to lapse, and its place taken by the
more usnal feasts of St, John, in June and December, on which occasions the officers
were slected and the sermon preached, ete.

1f some Brother with time on his hands would do for Alnwwk what Bro.
Rylands accomplished for Chester and Warrington, 7.6., find out by wills and other docu-
ments the social position and standing of the names mentioned in these interesting
records, our power of appreciating their importance might be considerably increased.

Bro. J. W, HogrsLEY thought we were arguing very mmch in the dark about
matters whereon it would be easy to shed light. Why should we remsin in doubt
about the true reading of names or sequence of minates when it might be possible to
obtain the loan of the actual manuscript and thus clear the road for reasoning based
upon sound premisses ? -

Bro. Hamon 1 StraneE asked whether the enigmatical Yonows, Younns, ete.,
might not be a misreading for “ youuger" ?

Bro. PurooN CraRkEe expressed his appreciation of the labour involved in writing
this paper: nothing wag more perplexing than to co-ordinate matter which had been
erratically bound up, or than to make sure of personalities whose very names had to be
gnessed at. He had great pleasure in proposing a vote of thanks to Bro. Rylands,

The vote was seconded in a few words by Bro. GorLprzy, and carrieci by acclama-
tion.

In reply, Bro. W. H. Ryuawps gaid:—

Firstly, may I be allowed {o state that having neither the time nor the oppor-
tunity, I made no attempt to edit this Ms., and only brought forward snch notes as
were required to call attention to various points connected with my snggestion as to the
meaning of the minutes during and after the year 1748, I may mention slso that my
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notes were purposely kept very closely within certain limits, a8 I thought the subjeat
was of snfficient importance to reqnire full and free discussion.

It is n pleasore to me to express my thanks to those brethren who have so kindly
added remarke and joined in the discnssion. And I am happy to think that my notes
bave called forth a number of separate poiuts which assist materially in the proper
anderstanding of the Ms. itself. :

It is impossible not to agree with Bro. Horsley, that we are argaing very mnch
in the dark; this has been my feeling from the beginning: with so much confusion and
80 much uncertainty many questions canuot be decided without the light that would be
given by the original Ms,

At the very eutrance on the subject, we are met by the gnestion, Is the Ms. the
fragments of one book or two ? One belonging to the operative body, and the other the
records of a specnlative Lodge. The size of the page, the quality and marks of the
paper wonld probably help to decide this at once.

It it s the fragments of only one book, which I very much doubt, then one set
of minutes was written at one end, and the other at the other end. This also counld
perhaps be decided by the paper. If it contains the fragments of two sets of minntes,
at once several questions of importance arise: for example, the Constitntions are
prohably written by the same hand that penned the Operative Rules, and these rnles
are dated September, 170]. They are signed and agreed to by a nomber of those
present : it is however impossible to fix the place where the names of those present end,
and the-later additions hegin. The next date met with is a ‘freedom” on Decembher,
the 27th, 1706. )

It may, therefore, be fairly concluded that the copy of the Constitntiona
belonged to the operative portion of the back,

~ If there were two books it is easy to understaud that the Speculative Lodge
would also reqnire a copy of the Constitutions to be in their possession.

It has been suggested by Bro. Hughan that the copy for which Nicholas Brown,
the Clerk, was paid might be reqnired for still another Lodge in the neighbourhood of
Alnwick. Algc Bro. Speth snggesta that the payment to Browne was not for cop}ing
out the * Mason’ Constitutions,” but for wntmg out records and minutes of the
constitntion or * erection ”’ of tbe Lodge, - -

In the first place, it is more nataral to suppose that the  Constitutions” were
required hy the newly-erected Lodge at Alnwick: Browne was paid one guinea, this
inclnded two attendances at five shillings each, and eleven shillings for writing the
Constitntions, It mnst not be forgotten that the five shillings for attendance were paid
ne donht for writing the minutes, and besides this he had *“all perquisites for
admittance,” i.e., for the admittence of new members, These were my reasous for
contending that the eleven sh1111nga were given to the Clerk for writing ont the Masons’
Constitutions.

One or two of the corrections in the copy that has survived are worth noting:
the copyist did not at first read the words correctly from the Ms. he was transcribing.
Page 7, “ Beheast” (Land of Behest) has been wrongly corrected in the margin to
“ Bless” : page 5, “ take " has been corrected into “ give,” and page 10, “ Statntes ” into
“ faultes.”

_ Bro. Speth opens up the very interesting question, what was the operative
Lodge? In my opiniou wherever minutes of meetings are found, they record tbe
eetings of the genersl body of the Lodge who met together to transact bnsiness, and
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not for operative purposes. The use of the words * the Lodge” is not uancommon in the
Ms. copies of the Constitutions, and must, I think, be understood rather generally than
particolarly,

This naturally leads to the two opetative roles which Bro, Speth has pointed
out: and has printed in full, 80 I need not repeat them here, No. 12 .is, T think, only
an altered form of the rule in the Ms. Constitutions which orders, following the text
of the Alnwick Constitutions, “that noe Master or ffellows take noe allowance to be
made Master [ Mason] without the Assent of his ffellows and thatt att the Least five or
six.” That is to say, that no anthority or imagined permission was to be unlawfully
used or seized npon to make & man a mason. This, the correct interpretation of the
-old phrase is substantiated by Harl. Ms. No. 1942, in which the 15th rule reads, “ You
shall not take npon you to make any one Mason without the privity and consent of five
or six of your flellowes.”” The Sloane Ms, No, 3848 reads: “5. Also that noe MT nor
fellowe take allowance to he made Mason w'hout y¢ asent of his fellowes yt [that] at
the least five or size.” This is repeated in the Autiguity Ms. (Hughan's Old Charges,
1872, page 67.) In the ordinary copies of the Old Charges this Rule ocours among
those headed, “ Rehearse I will other Charges singular for Masters and Fellows.” It
is particularly to be noticed that * Robert Padgett, Clearke to the worshipfull Society of
the ffree-Masons of the City of London,” took the opportunity of slipping in at almost
- the only possible place a mention of the Accepted Masons, and altered the usual
heading as follows, “ Now will I Rehearse Other Charges Single ffor Masons Allowed
or Accepted.” In the twin copy called the Col. Clerke Ms. this interpolation does not
ocenr, ) '

Rule 5 (Alnwick) provides that all apprentices are to he properly * entered,’”
and this Rule 12 provides that apprentices shall not be made and that they shall not
receivo their freedom unless formally dome with the knowledge of the Master and
Wardens, Perhaps the greatest difficulty the heads of snch organisations had to
contend against was, the clandestine employment of Apprentices, and the giving of
their freedom. Whenever either was dome, besides destroying the control over the
trade, it was always a loss to the Company or Incorporation; that of granting the
freedom being the heavier of the two, Masons like others did it, of conrse, in order to
avoid paying the fees, '

I cannot help tbinking thet Rules & and 12 were intended to prevent thm, and
to apply to any Apprentice.

Bro, Bpeth suggests that this cannot be so becanse the same Bule (12) is covered
by No. 9, which provides for the freedom of an Apprentice being granted only on the
Feast of St. Michael, but the Rule No. ¢ ouly specifie the fee to be paid for properly
giving the freedom, siz shillings and eightpeuce; whereas Rule Wo. 12 states the
amount of fine to be paid for breaking the Rule No, 9, viz., £3 6s. 8d.

I quite agree witb Bro. Speth, there were two ceremonies, the first that of
entering tbe Apprentice, when the Old Charges were read over to him: and the other
that of freedom of the gunild when it is perhaps natnral to sappose that the attention
of the Apprentice cut of his time, was called at least to “The Charges which beloug-
only to Masters and Fellows.”

The other Rule to which Bro. Speth calls attention, is No. 13. I cannot guite
agree that this Rule is inteuded to refer to a joint workshop, for any Mason to carry
on work in. It seems to me that the Rule is an altered farm of the Rale in the Old
Charges (Alnwick Ms, page 14) * Alsoe that noe Mason sett any Layer within a Lodgo
or without to Hew or Mould stones, with no monld of his own makeing.” The word
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“the” being used in-the Alnwick Rule in the place of “a,” would not present any
difficulty, as, to take one example, the Lansdowne Ms. Rule 13, reads, “nor Sett no
Lowen [to] worke within the Lodge nor without to no Mould Stone.”

One interesting point with regard to the minute (p. 32) entered under the date
the 20th of January, 1708 [ 1709] : it states that the meeting was a trne and perfeot
Lodge kept at Alnwick at the house of Mr. Thomas Davison, then one of the wardens
of the same Lodge. Thomas Davidson signs the original Rules as Warden in 1701:
was chosen Warden in 1707 : he attended in December, 1708: was Warden as above in
1709, and was chosen the Master in 1710, This is the only referemce beyond the
place Alnwick, that occurs in the minutes. The Thomas Davidson, of Alnwick, who
joined the Speculative Lodge in 1751, payed the fees (6s. 8d.) of an apprentice. This.
was forty-one years after Thomas Davidson (senior) waa the master of the Operative
Lodge.

I oannot but agree with Bro. Speth that the Rule of the Grand Lodge about the
making of Masters or Fellows in the Grand Lodge, like some others, was distinctly &
sarvival of the Operative Rules. It was a nocessary rule among the Operative Masons,
for the protection of both the Guild and the trade: it became nseless however under
the Speculative Government, and was, therefore, abandoned.

Bro. Thorp as well as Bro. Speth call attention to the heading of the minutes of
the Speoulative Lodge, * At a Meeting of the Society of the said Lodge.” It does
present some little difficulty: and might perhaps be used as a proof that the Lodge
erected in December, 1748, was held under the wing of the Operative Lodge: I think,
however, that this is a very doubtful explanation.

In December, 1748, it is a “ Lodge " that was erected : Brothers are called in to
the assistauce “of the said Ladge:” and in the Rules made afterwards “for the better
regulating the ffree Masoury,” the words, * said Society,” * this Society ” occur several
times. On page 85 of the printed text it is * Ordered that the subsoriptions shall be
paid into the said Lodge:” and again, ‘“ Ordered that noue shall be admitted into the
said Lodge nnder the age of 21 or above 40.” On page 36, in the Rule referring to the
widows of decessed members the words ** SBociety ” and *liodge " appear to be used
indiseriminately. It seems to me therefore that the word Sooiety iu the sentence, *‘ the
Society of the said Lodge” meaus the society or company, referring to the memhers
themselves collectively, and not to the Institution.

The weight of Bro. Hughan’s opinion on matters connected with the minutes of
Lodges compels me to consider his remarks very earefully. I fear however that he
slightly misapprehends me: my contention is not that the meeting of December, 1748,
was convened to hold a Lodge of Accepted Masous: but that it was held to erect or
found one. And the use of the word * erected,” the election of officers: the calling in
of strangers, “to the assistance of the Lodge:" the fact that none of these appeared
again: that as Bro. Conder points ont, within the week, i.e,, on the Saturday following,
pew Officers were chosen from the members of the newly-erected Lodge: new Rules
“ for the better regunlating the ffree Masonry were made at the same meeting : ¥ all
these to my mind point directly to the fact that it was.not a revival or re-organisation:
nor was it & simply a * Special Liodge ”’ as Bro. Hughan contends, called for the purpose
-of making Masong,

The guestion of the meaning of the word * erected ” has been so admirably and
completely supported by Bro. Dr. Crawley, that it in quite nnnecessary to write any
-more on the subject.
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I confess I do not quite nnderstand the sentence in Bro. Hughan'’s remarks,
“beginning “ The records of other Lodges,” etr., and can only say in reply, that to my
knowledge there is no entry at all similar to this one found at Alnwick, in any other
-Lodge minutes, taking its place among the ord{na.ry minutes of a Lodge, whether
operative or speculative,
The minotes of Alnwick after and mcludmg the meeting of Decemher the 27t]1
- 1748, differ entirely, and in most essential particulars from those earlier minutes which
I helieve to he the minntes of the Operative Lodge. ¥or example, except the one
minute of the 20th of Jannary, 1708, about going to church, the operative minutes do
little more than record the election of the officers, and the fines for misdemesnors.
~There is no. mention of any one having heen apprenticed, no mention of freedoms, and
-no mention of any one having been admitted a memher. - Neither is there anythmg
approaching to an account of money received and paid away.

The Speculative minutes on the éontrary are full of the accounts of money hoth
‘received and paid; they contain repeated mentions 88 I have already said of the
-admittance of memhers : in fact, they closely, nay almost exactly, resemble the minntes
of well-known Speculative Lodges. -

~ The varicus Bules or orders made in the Speculative Lodge, as well as the
‘minutes, preelnde- the possibility of the *“admission” of any one being interpreted as
‘another mode of expressing the entering of an Apprentice, or of an Apprentice taking
_ np his freedom, and hecoming a fellow. The action of the 27th of Decemher, 1748,
could not, therefore, he either a revival or resusicitation of the Operative Lodge.

All this in my opinion, ptoves clearly the character of the Lodge erected in 1748,
and if it was not, as Bro, Hughan sng-gesta, what I am' sa.hsﬁed it was, then I would
-put the question, what was it ?

Bro. Hughan also lays some stress on the fact tha.t degrees ” are not mentioned
.in the minuntes : it cannot however be overlooked that in the first meeting of the Lodge
tbe entry occurs that a certain numher of persons “ were made free Brothers of this
said Lodge :” as also that at almost every meeting, memhers were *“admitted.” There
were fifty-three members on the list during the year 1748 and the first portion of 1756,
twelve became free brothers at the first meeting, and it 18 almost incredible that the
remaining forty-one were all Specnlative Magons hefore they weore admitted members of
the Lodge. ,

I cannot help agreeing with Dr, Crawley that the absence of any more explicib
mention of degrees proves notbing.

Again Bro. Hoghan orges that the Lodge was alrea.dy formed, and that only the
eight names at the right hand were made Free Brothers,! and that the other were

previously memhers, T hardly think this can he the case, hecause the entry is headed,
“ we whose names are hereunder subscrihed,” and it is to be noticed that Thomas Hoy,
whose name is in the leff hand column, among those names Bro. Hughan snggesis were
already members of the Lodge, and he evidently signed, as he made *his mark.”

With regard to the duplication of certain names, I cannot help thinking that
Bro. Speth raises an unnecessary difficulty in dispoting the probable existence of two

1 Bro. Gould, in his *‘ History,” takes another view (Vol. m, p. 267). “Ii mnst. not escape
our recollection, that the Ainwick Iodge never surrendered ite independence, and, moreover, from first
to laat, wae an operative rather than & speoculative fraternity. Indeed, that it waa specnlative at al, in
the senge either of possessing members who were not - operative masons, or of dlsoa.tdmg its ancient
formulary, for the ceremonial of Grand Lodge, is very prohlema.tlcal And again ($5.) * Decembher 27,
“1748.— Three peraons subgoribe their names as having been ‘made free Brothers’ of the Lodge, a.nd

their signatures are carefnlly distinguished from thoee of the Mester, Wardens, and the twelve other
members present, hy the memorandom : * Bros. to the asgistance of the said Lodge.'”
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men with the same name, There are two records, the first being the one I congider to
be mainly the list of freedoms, and the other that dated the 15th of July, 1735. Both
of these give two names John Anpderson, and it is mpch easier and more natural to
suppose that in both cases the entry is correct, and that as time went on there were
two members of the same name, following as Bro. Conder points out, the ordinary
custom of the northern counties. It seems to me also very unlikely, that in oune single
instance the mames of the Wardens shonld he inserted among the list of members who
on becoming Fellows gave in their adhesion to the Rules; and it must be noticed that
even if the names of John Anderson and Alexander (Gordon in the first record are not
signutures, thongh I think they are, it is of little consequence who wrote them: they
occur among the other names entered in exactly the same manner; first the date and
then the name, the only difference being that two names in this instance are hracketed
together.

Whatever difficulty exists in identifying each of the two memhers, it is clear
that & full facsimile would most likely remove it at once.

I foresaw this difficnlty, and one great reason that made me conclude that there
must have heen in many cases, two sets of men hearing the same name was the Rule,
“that none shall be admitted into the said Lodge under the age of 21 and above 40.”
This, of course, might not apply to those who were admitted before the Rule was made,
{.6., the twelve who were made Free Brothers when the Lodge was “erected,” but it
would seriously affect many of the other individuals. Suppose a most unlikely thing,
that a Mason became free at the age of twenty-one yei;rs in the year 1729, he would he
forty in 1748, and it must he remarked that no freedom occurs in the Ms, after August
the 31st, 1722. Unless the rule was broken, heyond perbaps the first twelve names, not
one other memher known to us from the Operative Minutes conld have been admitted
into the Speculative Lodge.

One word ahount the various sums of money paid for admisgion. On the 24th of
June, 1749, the door of the Lodgs seems to have been opened to the Apprentices :

“ Algo notwithstanding the Orders made 3lst Deec., 1748,

“Tt is now ordered that an apprentice shall now pay 6. 8

“ Every person not serving [their apprenticeship] or Stranger to pay.. 13, 47
On the same day the following éntries occur :—

“ Received this day

“Hdw. Stokoe [either subscription or fine] e . 5
“ Geo. Lindssey [do. do. do. ] 5
“ Admitted thig day-~ffees
“ Geo. Thew [Stranger] . . e e 130 4
“ Danl, Cuthbertson [Mason and Musmla.n] 5
¢ Rohert Shepherd an Apprentice 6. 8"

It seemed to me that although the charge for the admittance of an Apprentice
ont ot his articles, otherwise a Fellow, appears to have been fixed in the first instance at
ten shillings, and no order made about the admittance of Apprentices, it was strange to
find a charge for admittence of Fellows several times entered at five shillings. No
Order was made fixing this amount.

I have said that the fee for a Fellow appears to have been fixed at ten shillings
beoaunse the Order seems to me to be unnecessarily confused. It reads as follows :—
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“Ttg ordered that all apprentices that shall offer to be admitted into ye
gt Lodge after servmg duo apprenticeship shall pay for such
" admittance s e .. 10"

The order just quoted, that * an apprentice shall now pay 6. 8,” ma.y perhaps be
taken not as opening the door of the Lodge to Apprentices, bnt as clearing the confusion
from the previous order. I think the order of the 27th of December, 1748, was not
intended to refer to Fellows, but to Apprentices, who conld be admitted into the Specn-
lative Liodge, and were not topay any foe nntil after they had served due apprentice-

ship. This order being likely to lead to confusion and trouble another was made, that
the Apprentices should now pay a smaller amount for their admission, and this is
1mmed1a.tely followed by the admission of an Apprentice, who paid 6s. 8d.

There still remaina the admission fee of five shillings called attention to by Bro
.Speth. I do not think with him that this was the fee charged to old members of the
‘Operative Lodge who were not eligible, according to the rule as to the age of candidates.
It seems to me that it is the fee paid by Masons who had already served their articles
and were Fellows at the time they were admitted into the Speculative Lodge.

_ The fact that no order was made for the admigsion fee of the Fellows seems to
attach itself to another interesting point raised by Bro. Speth. How far the Specnlative
Lodge of Alnwick was carried on like the Masons’ Company Lodge of London, under
the wing of the Operative organiza.tioh P One thing is clear at Alnwick, the money was
kept gnite distinet, and the Speculative Lodge was not financed, as in London, by the
operative body. The Lodge in Iondon seems to me not to have been what Dr. Anderson
calls a “ stated Lodge,” but an “occasional” one; the Lodge at Alnwick met twice a
year with great regularity on the two St. John's Days. There is verylittle douht in my
mind that the first members of the Alnwick Lodge, who were made firee Brothers,
belonged to the Operative hody, and the fact that they admitted Masons whether
Apprentices or Fellows at a lower fee than the non-Masons or strangers, seems to point
to a possible connection, more or less intimate, between the two Lodges: '

That the two Lodges were working et the same time is proved, besides the rule
quoted by Bro. Thorp, by the admission of apprentices, and the secoud rule_ abont their
admission fees, as well as by the entry under the dates 1751 and 1752 of James Swin
and’ Edward Robinson, heing respectively bound apprentlces to Patrick Mills aud
Michael Robingon.

In reply to Bro. le Strange’s question about “ Cuthbert of the Ineffable name,” as
Bro. Dr. Crawley so,aptly calls him, Yonows,-or Youuns, might certainly be a mis-
reading for younger, In the present case however, from a consideration of the
minutes, I do not think it is so, but rather a mis-reading for Chrisp or Young, the latier
being suggested by the editors of the Newcastle reprint.

Thig reply bas run to much greater length than I intended; for an exenge I mnst
‘plead the many interegting points raised in the discussion of my paper. I again thank
those kind friends who have taken the tronble to consider the matter, and I can only
regret that among them I do not find the name of Bro. Gonld, who, when writing his
hlstory, congidered the Alnwick Ms of pufficient importance to devote several pages to

ita cons1deratmn
K

—-. In the sbsence of the writer; the Becrelary read the followifig papertec © . ... ... .
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THE 47ta PROPOSITION OF THE
ist BOOK OF EUCLID AS PART OF THE JEWEL OF A PAST MASTEB.‘

BY BRO. THOMAS GREENE, LLD.
Magenny, Kildare,

HE Jewel of the Past Master in Scotland consists of the Square,
the Compasses, and an Arc of a Circle:—In Ireland of the Square
and Compasses with the capital “G* in the centre:—In England
for 85 years, at least, it has beem the Square with the 47th Propo-
gition of Eueclid pendent within it. '

An TIrish poet wrote :—
“Trnth ig one, and so is light,
Yet how many shades of it.”

a2 socinsy MODERN ENCLISH

w

SCOTTISH IRISH

Freemasonry itself might be looked on as exemplifying unity withont monotony ;
go let it not be snpposed that becanse they are different there is anything exclusively
English, or Irigh, or Scotch, abont the Past Magter’s Jewel in each case ; all are beanti-
fnl links in the chainwork of continunation from Operative to Speculative Masonry ; all
remind us that the master of an Operative Lodge worked ovt his plans by tbat branch
of science to which we give the general name of “ Geometry,” and which is represented
in the Irish Jewel by the Capital # G,” which along with the 47th Proposition were in use
both in England and in Ireland probahly before 1723 ; ard if we make a comperigon at
all, to my mind it should be in favour of the “ G ” as, primarily at least, standing for
“ Geometry,” the basis of all Operative Masonic’ Work, end inclnding thet 47th
Proposition with which I am about fo deal. :
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The Square is introduced to the Entered Apprentice as one of the three Great
Lights of Freemasonry, to the Fellow-eraftaman as one of the working tools of his
Degree. It is also one of the Jewels of the Lodge, and the special Jewel of the Master
of the Lodge. It is prohably the most important tool of a Mason, whether an
Operative or a Speculative one, for it connects and more or less includes the Level and
the Plumh Rale, and it is the only tocl hy which the rough Ashlar ean be prepared and
tested ; and unless the ashlars are perfect the hnilding cannot he built after any wise
plan, or with strength, or with beanty. It1s used to form the rude and to prove the
perfect mass, and therefore it is of the utmoet importance that an implement on which
so muech depends shall he itsslf perfectly correct. :

1t is this last consideration especially which renders the 47th Proposmon BO
appropriate an emblem of the P.M.

The artificer employs the sqnare to form the rude mass; the Master to prove
the work; but whose duty is it to see that this most important tool is itself correct P
The most suitahle person would seem to he the Past Master, he, having passed through
the stages of using it and testing with it, would be most impressed with the neoessity
of its heing correct. By what mode can he ensure the correctness of the Bqnare P How
can he ensnre that the angle between the two limbs of the Square shall be truly a right
or square angle ?

There are many ways known to modern science whereby this can be done, but
the most ancient, aud perhaps the simplest, is hy means of the 47th Proposition of the
first book of Eunclid : and therefore the Past-Master, one of whose chief daties it is to
test the working tools, and who is supposed to have arrived at a complets skill in Free-
magoury, wears it as part of his distinguishing Jewel: indeed the termn Past Master
is commonly used to describe anyone who is possessed of special knowledge in any
particular department whatever.

This Proposition is known certainly for twenty-four centuries, and probably

. much louger, and by it we cau prove that in a triangle, one of the angles of which is a
right angle, the square of the side opposite the right angle is equal to both the squares
on the sides containing the right angle: it follows then that if we make any triangle in
which the square of one side is equal to both the sqnares of tbe two other sides, then
the angle opposite that side must be a true right angle,—the angle of & correct aguare,

In the English Book of Constitutions of 1723 this Proposition appears on the
Frontispiece, and it was spoken of then as, “ That amazing Proposition which is the
foundation of all Masonry.”

The diagram shown represents it

a8 uged by English Masons nearly 100

yeara ago; you will see that in order to

9 get a correct square angle it is only neces-

d 3 - sary to make a triangle the sides of which
4 N " shall be in the proportion 3-4-5.

In connection with this it i of
much interest to know that as the
standard and symbol of perfection with
Speculative Masons now is the Sqnare, so
this right angled triangle, which . is
almost identical, was with the Egyptians several thonsand years ago the standard and.
symbol of perfection ; and they made it also the basis of all their measurements; they"
looked on it as the symbol of Universal Nature, the side 4 being Osiris the male prin-
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ciple, 3 the female principle Isis, and 5 Horus the son, the prodnet of these two
principles ;—they said 8 was the ficst perfect odd number, that 4 was the square of 2
the first even number, and 5 was the result of 3 and 2.1
In Freemasonry the Square is the Symbol of moral perfection : it is the Master’s
" duty to apply the perfect square of right and truth to the work of the smhordinates;
but the far higher and greater responsibility rests on the Past Master of setting out,
pointing out, and in himself exemplifying what Right in itself is, and what Truth is, —
of answering Pilate’s question, “ What is Trath P "

True Speculative Masonry teaches a man, hy the industrions application of the
principles of Eternal Truth and Right to the nntaught material of hnmanity, to shape
its thonghts and actions go as to erect from it a spiritual building, on sure fonndations,
with intelligent purpose, and admirable to contemplate.

The Past Master represents one who has erected such a building ; but his having
done so places him nnder the responsibility of -ensuring that those who are v:vorkiug
for the same end shall not fail through want of his affording them, by precept and
example, principles which have been pat to the test and found to be those of absolute
truth and correctness. ,

It will be said, why then be a Past Master and incur all thig responsibility ? but
it is what one who lives throngh a Masonic life must come to, and is symholic of what
man is born to, whether he he a Freemason or not,

There is no man but eats mare or less of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, and
incurs the responsibility attached thereto; no man can escape being not only the kesper
of his hrother who is his equal, bnt also the far greater responsihility of being the keeper
of those who are beginners and learners: and as they are inflnenced for good or evil, so
will they be affected to the third and fourth generation. But it may he asked how it is .
that while in Masonry and in human life all the wear and tear and the responsibilities
#eem to attach to the workers of the different grades, and to the overseers of the work,
yet that on the Past Maater who has risen through all the grades, and who seems to
have earned the calm of smooth waters, free from anxieties, lies the greatest responsi-
bility of all ? The answer, which ia a serions one, is thig, that while he.wa,s a learner hig
work was carried on in sight and hearing, and he was acconntable for it to those ahove
him who werse themselves liahle to err; but that now, as a Past Master, both for his
own work and the correotness of the roles of Right which he snpplies to the learners,
he is acconntable, not to Masons or to men, but to the Great Architect, the Grand
Geometrician, the God of the Universe.

T may bring before you two instances of the Square being treated in a symbolic
way, long before Speculative Masonry existed ; especially as the suggestions were
singularly like to onrs, '

Guillaume de Guileville, & Frenchman, who was born 4.0, 1295 and died 1360,
wrote a book called ** Man’s Pilgrimage” in which, in an imaginative “last will” of
Jesus Christ, one clause contains a bequest to mankind of the ** Pax Triplex,” * Triple
Tranguility,” symbolized by P.A.X. so disposed on the stem and one limb of & Latin
- gross, which forms & right angle, as to indicate the whole duty of man—his love to God
and to his neighbour, in this way,—A. stands for Anima, the soul; X. Kristos, Christ,
firmly conuected with the soul by love, but directly in the plumbline ahove it as superior ;
P. Proximus, & neighbonr, properly on the same level, and also firmly connected by love,
but not so nearly as to X., Christ, as indicated by the lopger stem of the cross.?

1 foe the exhnnstive paper on * The Groat Symhbol,” by Bro. 8. T. Klein, 4.Q.C, x., p. 82 et seqq,
3 Beo W. H. Rylands, “ Bymbolism of the Square,” 4.Q.C. xiii., . 28,
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The other instance came to light when, at the rebuilding of Baal’s bridge, near
Limerick, a brass sqnare was found, inscribed with the date 1517, and with these words =

“ T will strive to live with love and care
Upon the level, by the square.”

This was the sentiment of a purely Opérative Mason, and i is still a fit sentlment for a
Specnlative one 400 years afterwards, -

Bro. G. W. Seera said :—I have often in former years asked some experiéenced
Past Master to explain to me what the 47th Proposition was the symbol of. Invariably
the apawer has been, “ It is the symbol of a Past Master.”” On my pointing out that
it wag nothing of the sort, that it was Lhe badge of & Past Master, and asking what it
symbolised, my elders have been puzzled. The fact is that the symbol has besn with us
from before 1723, it is figured on the frontispiece of Anderson’s Constitutions of that
date, that at some time or other it came to distingnish the P.M., and that nobody knows
why. Bro. Greene has furnished a very plansible reason for the choice, but he has
failed to show that it was the reason which actuated our predecessors. It may have
" been, it seoms a very possible one, but nowhere shall we find any indication of it.
But, whether it be the historical reason or not, we Past Masters can now at least
furnish a plansible explanation of the use of the Proposition, and should be much
obliged to our Brother for supplying it. '

Bro, Greene might have gone mneh farther back than he has done to find nses of
the Square analogons to that of Specnlative Freemasonry. In 1880 Bro. Herbert A.
Giles, W.M, of Iouic'Lodge, No. 1781, Amoy, delivered an address on ** Freemasonry in
Chine,” which bas been twice subseqnently printed. Asthe hook is somewhat scarce,
I will extract several passages of interest to us.

“ From time immemorial we find the square and compasses used by Chinese

' 1,;'-vriters to symbolise precisely the same phases of moral conduct as in_our system of

Freemasonry. The earliest passage known to me which bears npon the subject is to be

found in the Book of History, embracing a period reaching from the 24th to the 7th
century before Christ. There, in an account of a military expedition, we read,

‘ Ye officers of government, apply the compasses

and in another part of the same venerable record a magistrate is spoken of az *the man
of the level,’ or * the level man.’

“ The published Discourses of Cdnfucius provide us with several masonic allnsions
of o more or less definite character. For instance, when recounting his own degrees
of moral progress in life, the Master tells us that only at seventy-five years of age could
he veuture to follow the inclinations of his heart without fear of *transgressing the
limits of the sqnare.” This wonld be 481 B.c. Butit is in the works of his greatfollower, -
Mencins, who flonrished nearly two huundred years later, that we meet with & fuller
and more expressive Masonic phraseclogy. In one chapter we are tanght that just as the
most highly skilled artificers are nnable, withont the aid of the sqnare and compasses,
to produce perfect rectangles or perfect circles, so must all men apply these tools
figuratively to their lives, and the level and the marking-line besides, if they would
walk in the straight and even paths of wisdom, and keep themselves within the bounds
of honour and virtue.

.-
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* In Book iv. we read,

" “The compasses and the sqnare are the embodiment of the rectangular and of
the round, just as the prophets of old were tbe embodiment of the due relationships
‘beeween man and man.’

“ In Book vi. we find these words,

* A master mason, in teaching his apprentioes, makes use of the compasses and
the square. ' Ye who are eugaged in the pursnit of wisdom must also make unse of the
compasses and the square.’ *

“In tbe Great Loarning, admitted on all sides to date from between three and
five hundred years before Christ, in chapter x., we read that a man should abstain from
-doing unto others what he wonld not they shoald do unto him; ‘and this,’ adds the
writer, ‘is called the principle of acting on the square.’ *’

Bro. Giles gives many more quotations from early and more receut writers, ag
also familiar expressiona of everyday life in China, but the above will doubtless suffice
to indicate the high antiquity of the ideas we Freemasons a.ssocia.te with the square and
Compasges. ‘

It ig somewhat curious that in the Bible, where g0 many metaphors are bomwed
from the operation of building, more especially hy St. Paul, 1 have failed to find any
symbolic allugion to the square, compasses, or level, but the line and plammet is thug
employed. In that other standard of onr English tongue, the works of William Shakes-
peare, there is ample evidence that at the date he wrote, our 