











PREEFACE.

HILE the various governing bodies of Freemasonry in the State of Illinois have,

with commendable foresight, endeavored to preserve the early records and memo-

rials of the craft within this jurisdiction, by means of reprints and compilations, yet no

systematic effort has heretofore been made to collect and arrange, in one work, a general

history of the introduction, growth and development of the fraternity within our terri-

torial limits. To supply, in some measure, this seeming want, the present undertaking
has been préjected by the publishers.

The editor does not claim for his own work the dignity of a history and therefore
terms it a *‘ compend,” the object being to present a summary of the vast stores of his-
torical memoranda now scattered through several hundred volumes of printed ‘¢ proceed-
ings,”” many of which are extremely rare, and, to the ordinary reader, unattainable, as
well as of such matters of general interest as are still preserved in the archives of grand
and constituent bodies. A careful examination of original records has been made
whenever practicable, and the most approved and authentic data in print have been con-
sulted when manuscript records could not be found. Disputed or doubtful points have
been verified and the utmost care has been taken to insure accuracy and reliability for

\ all statements. .

* As a matter of general interest, although not of a local character, the editor has
Spresented brief historical and critical introductions to the several topics embraced in this

1écompendi'um, and it is hoped that to the average reader they will not prove unacceptable.

_The publishers have further supplemented the work of the editor by a series of biograph-

% ical sketches of distinguished members of the craft, living and dead. As the work is

s intended to be a popular exposition of the subject, its scope has been so far extended as

9 to include a review of all recognized rites and concordant orders of Freemasonry, with
brief reference to allied societies, organized charities, and such bits of memorabilia as

J may still be found.

S~ In this connection the editor desires to express his sense of obligation to the many
brethren who have aided him in the preparation of this work, and particularly to Gilbert
W. Barnard, of Chicago, and J. H. C. Dill, of Bloomington, who so kindly placed at his

1011578






CONTENTS.

1SS OO 66 0600000600000 0aa00006660a6a¢C
General sketch of the origin of Freemasonry.
The ancient manuscript charges... ........
Organization of Grand Lodge of England....
Early Freemasonry in America.............
EARLY EXPLOITATION IN ILLINOIS.............
Grant of first dispensation to James Edgar. .
Grant of first charter to Western Star Lodge
Organization of early lodges.................
Convention to organize Grand Lodge........
THE FIRST GRAND LODGE............ ... ...
Proceedings of sessions of Grand Lodge.. .. ..
Lodges under jurisdiction of Grand Lodge...
THE INTERREGNUM ... oot ietiunnnnceoanannnns
Causes of the decline of Freemasonry........
The Morgan excitement.... ..............
The extinction of fllinois lodges. ............
The reintroduction of Freemasonry...... ...
THE SECOND GRAND LODGE. ..................
Organizationin 1840........................
Session of 1841.... ... i it
SN @ 56600000 0a5000a0 0O0A0A00AC
Session of 1843. ... ... ... il
Session of 1844. ... .. ... ... . oo
Stesdtem @ s 600000000004 000a0000a000000 ¢
Session of 1846......... ... 100005 9000000000C
Session of 1847, ... ..ol
Session of 1848, . . ..., ... . i i
Session of 1849... ... ........ ... . ... 5 000¢
Session of 1850, emergent...................
Session of 1850, annual .....................
Session of 1831 ... ... i
Session of 1852, ... ... ... il
Session 0f 1853. . . ..o viiiii i
Sesston of 1854 .. ..o vt
Session of 1855, .. ..o it
Sessionof 1856.... .. .. ... ..o,
Session of 1857, .. ..ot
Session of 1858....... ...t
Sessionof 1859....... ... .. oo,
Session of 1860.............coiiiiiiiiiaan.
Session of 1861.... ... oo viiriiennnann..
Sessionof 1862.........ccciiiiiiiiiiii,
SEssen @F i o00050000500000000000 0a000C

15
16
17
17

18

21
23

29
32
35
35

Sesston of 1864.. . ... ..ot 66
Session of 1865.. ... viiiiiiiiiiii e 67
Sessionof 1866.. ... ... iiiiiiiiiiiin., 63
Session of 1867.. ... .. coviitiiiiiiiiia., 67
Sessionof 1869............. «ooiiiiiiiiin.. 69
Sesstonof 1870........ooviiiiiiiiniinnennn. 72
Sessionof 1871.. ... . iiiiiiiiiiiiiiienn 73
Sessionof 1872.. ... . cviiiiiiiiiiiinnnn oun 8
Session of 1873, .. . oot 81
Sessionof 1874, ... ..ottt 83
Session of 1875.. ... . cviiiiniiiineneeeennns 85
Session of 1876.. ... ottt 86
Session of 1877, . . it iiaanns 87
Sessionof 1878... .. .. .o iviiiiii i 38
Session of 1879, ... i i 91
Sessionof 1880......... .o iiiiiiiiennnnn 91
Sessionof 1881........coiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn. 92
Session of 1883, ... . .ot 94
Sessionof 1884....... ... ...civr tiviiinenn 96
Session of 1885, ... . iiiiiir tiiiiiiiinn 98
Session of 1886.. . .....ccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiann 99
Session of 1887, ..o iviiiee i viiiann 102
Session of 1888.. ... ..o, 103
Sessionof 1889........ ..o i, 104
Sessionof 1890............... o il 107
Sessionof 1891....... .. ... ... . ... 107
Sesstonof 1892.. ... . cciiiiiiiiiiiinann. 107
Session of 1893......... .. ... i i L. 107
Sessionof 18%4.......... ... ... ... 109
Session of 1895, . ... it 109
THE ROUTINE OF GRAND LODGE.,............. 111
Grand Master's Address... ... ...oioeia... 111
Annual Oration. ........oveieniiinenenn.. 115
Committee work ............ ..., 118
Correspondence report........oovevvneninn.s 112
Communications «....ooveivune veve cinnnn 124
Officers and dignitaries................ ... 129
Succession of Grand Masters................ 130
Grand Treasurers......... cooieiiineeecnas 133
Grand Secretaries..........coceeeeuene ounn 134
Revenue and finances ...... ............... 136
ADMINISTRATIVE PorLicY oF GRAND LODGE... 143
Lectures and ceremonials................... 143
1. ESOteriC. . vvuernineeiiineeeeanannns 143



CONTENTS.

vi
10 1T 800 0 6660 6 008G00008 300060000 154
The ballot fordegrees ...........vvvvnninnn. 158
Religious doctrine and dogma............... 162
Military lodges.e.oeeeiocieciireiocianenss 170
Corner-stone laying............. 0606030P06808 178
Feesand dues.. .......oouvnn. P 180
Transaction of business..........ccovevene.. 181
Affiliation and dimission.........cceveevnnns 182
Seal of Grand Lodge........cocovivnnnienens 187
Official nomenclature...........covveee oo 188
I BRI 18 o T 08 566660 0 0 606 A688000 - A000000 189
THE GRAND LODGE, C1viL CORPORATION....... 191
Text of the incorporationact................ 193
THE CAPITULAR DEGREES.....ccvvevtenee cunn 195
Introduction ... «..cover civiiiiiinn tevann 195
Organization of General Grand Chapter..... 196
THE GRAND CHAPTER . .0vvetvnnnnnseneeennsnnn 198
Sessionof 1850. ... ...vviiiiiiiiiiiiiiine, 198
Session of 1851, . viiiiiiiaiiinrnennnennns 199
Sessionof 1852, ..o it i 199
Session of 1853... e o iiiiin ittt 199
Session of 1854.. ... i i iiiiiiiie 199
Session of 1855. ..o v ittt 200
Sessionof 1856.......cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinns 200
Session of 1897... .. v ittt e 200
Session of 1858.....cvvreiiinneneninnnnnnnn 202
Session of 1859 .. .. ..., 203
Session of 1860.......cve cvrreiniivnnnnnnns 203
Session of 1861................... N 00 - 203
Sessionof 1862, ... .cveii it 203
Session of 1863, ... ... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin.. 204
Session of 1864-5 ..... .. .....iiiiiiiia... 204
Sesstonof 1866......... ...oiiiiiiiiiit, 204
Session of 1867. . ..o iiiviiiiiiiiiiis v 205
Sessionof 1868........ .o, 205
Session of 1869......ovveriiiiiiiiieiinn. 206
Sessionof 1870, ....vvvveeeeiiiiniiiiinn., 206
Sessionof 1871.........ccvvvvnn... e 207
Session of 1872......... e, 208
Sessionof 1873. ... ... iiiiiii i 208
Session of 1874, . ... iviiiiiiiiiiiiiiann 208
Session of 1875-6.......civiiiviiiinnnnnn.. 208
Session of 1877 . .. viiviiiiieennnnnnnn. 208
Session 0f 1878 . . v veeiiiiiiiiiriiiiininnnns 208
Session of 1879 ....viii i 209
Session 0f 1880 ... oviiiiiiiiiiir it 209
Session of 1881. . ... ...ccoveuevinnnnnnnn.. . 209
Session of 1882. .. .vvviinriieinennnennnnns 210
SERENOREEER o 08506600 506 060 0 0 SEHOGI0 0806 210
Session of 1884 . . .....vviiiiiinninneninnn, 210
Session of 1885, ... vvviinnens cenninennn 212
Session of 1886............. ... T s 214
Session of 1887 . ... vviviiiiiiciiiennnnenn 215
Session of 1888. ..o, 215

Session of 1889. ... ... ...viiiiiiiinniinnns 215
Session of 1890, . ..ot 216
Sessionof 1891.. ... oveiiiiinniniininnnn, 216
Sessionof 1892-4..............cooii..n. . 216
Sessionof 1895...vovevvneiiiiiina., 216
Grand Secretaries and Treasurers........... 219
Committees of Grand Chapter............... 219
Seal of Grand Chapter ..................... 220
Actions with respect to education.... ...... 221
Military chapters........oovccieeeenennnn... 223
Relation of Grand and General Grand Chap-
1S - TP - | 5,8 5 0 (2 223
History of the Black Hawk war............. 225
Grand Chapter—civil corporation........... 226
ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD.................. 228
THE CRYPTIC DEGREES....uotvvreiineennnnnnns 232
Introduction..... .. ... ... . o i, 232
THE GRAND COUNCILwt cvettiiniennnnnnnnnannn. 236
Session of 18524 .. ..... ... o il 236
Session of 1855 ... .ol 238
Session of 1856, ... c.ovviivriiiinineeeiennn. 238
Session of 1857 . ... .o it 238
Sessionof 1858. .. .oviuiiiiiiiii .. 239
Session of 1859-65. .. ... ... i iiiiann 239
Sessionof 1866. ...............ciiit, 240
Session of 1867. . .. ... viiiiiiiinen.n.. 240
Session of 1868....... ... ...t 240
Sessionof 1869 .. ...... ... oo, 240
Session of 1870, ......c.iviiiii ottt 241
Session of 1871.......covvereiiiinennn.. 241
Sessionof 1872. ... .ot ce.. 242
Sessionof 1873. ........ ... .. ool . 242
Session of 1874, .. .ovvt tiviiiiiiiia 243
Session of 1875, .o iiiiiiiiiiiiie i 243
Session of 1876......... (..ol 244
Session of 1877.. (.ot it 245
Sessions during merger..................... 247
Session of 1883. .. ... oot iiiiii i 249
Session of 1884. . ..o el 249
Session of 1885, ... vviiieiiiiinennnnnn 250
Session of 1886................ ... ... . 250
Session of 1887, ... oot i 251
Session of 1888.. .. ... ceriiiriinnennnnnnn. . 252
Session of 1889......... ... it 252
Session of 1890, ... oo iiiiiiin i 252
Session of 1891, ... ..o iiiiiiiiiinnn cunn 252
Session of 1892........ AT = 0o o o s o Bl BE 253
ST O B30 6 056 506 066006040 6 400 00886080 253
SR @ L G o6 - 450606 01 506600 doo 40000030 253
Session of 1895 SRIIE § SR N 253
Line officers of Grand Council .............. 253
Seal of Grand Council...................... 254
System of district supervision..... ......... 255

Jewels of Grand Masters............. FhaaBos



CONTENTS. vii

Grand and General Grand Councils......... 257 Seal of Imperial Councile.....oovuvvveninn.. 317
THE CHIVALRIC ORDERS.. . cotiueninenennncnns 263  AUXILIARY RITES AND SYSTEMS....c0eeeennn.. 318
Introductiony. i & . 00 . tiieitsiisnnesnns 263 Introduction........cooiiiiiniiiiiiinnnn.. 318
‘fhetnightsgillemplar. ... Lo 266 ~ANCIENT ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE........... 320
Templarism in America.................... 269 Introduction into llinois................. .. 323
Templarism in I1liN0iS....ovvveiviieinniness 272 COUNCIL OF DELIBERATION ..vvvveneernnennsns . 324
THE GRAND COMMANDERY .. vtinuieineeaesonns 275 Session of 1869, .........cc ciiiiiiiinn... 324
Organizationin 1857.. ... ....... «..ooo.e 275 Session of 1870.......covviiiiiniiaerennenns 324
Session of 1858. ...t iviiiiiiins ceinennn 76 Session of 1871, .v.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnn. 324
Session of 1859 .. ... oottt ciieiiiaa 277 Session of 1872, ... vvviiiieiiiiieinnnnnn. 324
Session of 1860. . ....viireiiiniieennneens 2718 Session of 1878, ... it iiiiiiiiiennnnnenn 325
Sessionof 1861, ... .. et iviiiiiiiinennens 27 Session of 1874.. . ... viiiiiiiiiiiiieann 325
Session of 1862, ... .. coviiiiiiiiiennnnnnn. 279 Session of 1875, ... viiineiiiiinneeeennnnnn 325
Session of 1863, . ... iiviieiiieeinnnnns 279 Session of 1876..........coviiiiiiiniiinnnn, 326
Session 0f 1864, .. ... .viiiiiiiniiiinnnnnnn. 280 Sessionof 1877.. ... ... civiiivr inenen .. 326
Session of 1866, ... covviiiiiiiiiiiiiiia, 280 Session of 1878.. ... . v iiiieiveinnernnns 328
Session of 1866. .. ... .ooiiiiiiiiiian, 281 Session of 1879......ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnen 328
Session of 1867. ...ttt 281 Session of 1880.. . ..0cviiiiiiiiiinnnnnn. .. 328
Session of 1868. . ..coviiiinnn iennnnnnnn.. 282 Session of 1881-2... ... .. eiiiiiiannnnn. 328
Session of 1869. .. ... .oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinen 282 Session of 1883.......0iiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. 328
Session of 1870, .. .. coviniiiii i 285 Sessionof 1884.........cciivivennnneenennnn 329
Session of 1871, ... ivriiiriiiiiiiiiienen 287 Session of 1885......... i iiiiiiiennnnnnn 329
Bession of 1872. .\ eevreeieeeeeeee e, 288 Sessionof 1887.... ... ..cviiiiiiiiniennnnn. 330
Session of 1873. ... ... .ol 288 Sessionof 1890-3........... ..... ccovvnnnns 330
Sesston of 1874, . ... it iie e 288 Sessionof 1893-6............cciiiiuinnnn.. 330
Session of 1875.....cvvs ciiiiiii i 288 College of “Thirty-Thirds”................ 331
SRR U0 K3 806060800656 40068060668 08 289 Wallls? 8 W00 000000000006 066000060053 332
Session of 1877 ..ot 289 The Rite of Memphis .........ccoveine. .. 342
Session of 1878. ... ..ol 289  INCIDENTS AND EPISODES......co0veeeeeene..s 348
Session of 1879, .. ..ot 290 Festivals of the Craft....................... 349
Session of 1880. .. ...t 290 In 1865, .. s e 349
Session of 1881......viiiiiiiiiiiiiniiin 294 InI866. ... (it i i 351
Session of 1882. .. ..o 294 Death of President Lincoln................. 354
SEESER @ B0 0 06060000610000 - 06660006600 295 The Syrian Resolutions... ............. 354
Session of 1894 . ... ... il 296 The Funeral...............oiiinn. 356
Session of 1885........ ... ..ol 296 Douglas Monument Celebration.. ........... 359
Session of 1886, ......ccviiit it 297 State House Corner Stone.................. 364
Session of 1887. ... ..o iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 297 King Kalakaua's visit to Oriental Lodge..... 367
Session of 1888. ..., .coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 297 Chicago Custom-house corner-stone,........ 370
Session of 1889, ......oiiiiiiiiiiii 298 Dedication of Kilwinning Hall.............. 374
Session of 1890, ...cvin it 303 Dedication of Oriental Hall............... .31
Session of 1891 ... ..ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn 303 Triennial Conclave of 1880............. .... 380
SO R 250060000000006000000 00000600 303  ORGANIZED CHARITIES. ..0vuuvrninneneene vnns 386
Sessionof 1893..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 304 History of Grand Lodge action.,............ - 386
SRS @R 000 1060 0088000 684808600006 65 304 Offers of the Macomb Lodge................ 392
Session of 1895, . .. vvviiiiiiiiiiiies ceeen 305 The Knoxville Resolutions. ............... 396
Line officers of Grand Commandery......... 305 Itlinois Masonic Orphans' Home............ 405
Seal of Grand Commandery................ 306 Officers and Trustees............covn... 406
Jewel of Grand Commanders................ 307 Organization and government........... 406
KN1GHTS OF THE RED CROSS OF CONSTANTINE. . 306 ' Beneficiaries ......oooiiiiiiiii i 407
Historical introduction..........vveiieennn.. 306 MaintenancCe..o.oe. . vvveeeereee cusennns 408
THE GRAND IMPERIAL COUNCIL......0vuuuuns. 313 Officials of...cvvvivininiins civineeinen 411
O 5Eanizati ONE PP AR 2o - o - T LT 313 Illinois Masonic Home for the Aged......... 412
Annual Sessions........cceeeieeiiccniiaensn 314 MASONIC LITERATURE.. .cvvevrenrnnssonnnnns 414



CONTENTS.

Ode, Jos: Robbins......coovevineennennn. 431

Ode, A. W. Blakesley........ccovvnensn 432

The Masonic Press.....coovevneininnnn. 432
SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS . . .vvvvivnr covnnnecnns 435
IntrodIGHIONT Fu i oo sos oo o oo o e eaaaaaaaaes 435
Masonic Veteran Association............... 437
The AcaciaClub...... ...ccovviivinnnnnn.. 441
MASONIC CEMETERIES.. . .vuvuvinnrereeennnnnns 445

INDEX TO GENERAL HISTORY.

viii
Bibliographical Memoranda................ 416
01T E] 580060, S6800030C 3060580800688 Lod 416
P SR8 8 & 0000 00000000080000000530¢ 420
Masonic Libraries.....ooovviiiiiinnnnnn.. 421
The Masonic Mnse......ovvvvineneennnenns 429
In Memoriam, N. T. Gassette........... 429
Freemasonry, M. Magill................ 430
High Noon, H. G. Perry................ 430
A
Acacia Club, history of .. ....ooiviii oot 441
Addresses, annual, of Grand Masters............ 111
Administrative policy of Grand Lodge.......... 143
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, history of....... 320
“ “ “ “ introduced into
IINOIS. e st et eeeeeereinensiinsonnace oo 323
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Grand Council of. 324
Anti-Masonic party, rise and fall............... 18,21
Atkins, A. R. H,, elected Grand High Priest..... 208
Auxiliary Rites, history of.........o ool 318
Avery, Daniel ]., elected Grand Sovereign. ....... 316
Avise, W. M., elected Grand Puissant........... 241
B
Ballot, for degrees in lodge.........co.oooviuin. 158
Barclay, P. W, elected M. P. Grand Master...... 248
& “ « elected Grand Commander...... 289
Barnard, G. W,, elected Grand Sovereign........ 315
Blackshaw, Edward, elected M. P. Grand Master. 244
Blair, F. M., elected Grand Master.............. 62
Blakesley, A. W, elected Grand High Priest.... 208
Blaney, J. V. Z,, elected Grand High Priest ..... 199
i¢ “ « « elected Grand Commander...... 27
Bodley Lodge, when chartered................... 21
Bond, Shadrach, Jr., first visitor........ ........ 10
z @ “ elected Grand Master....... 14

Bowditch, Nathaniel, elected M. I>. Grand Master 250
Bromfield, Wilbur F., elected Grand Puissant.... 243
Bromfield, W. F,, elected Grand Commander.... 297

Browning, D. M., elected Grand Master.......... 9
Buck, Ira A. W.,, elected Grand Master.......... 61

i « « « elected Grand High Priest...... 200
Burr, D. G., elected Grand Puissant....... ..... 240
Burrill, John F., elected Grand Puissant......... 243
Business of Grand Lodge, how transacted....... 181

By-Lawsof Grand Lodge....................... 17

C
Cape-Stones, origin of Grand Lodge ceremony for 156
Capitular degrees, history of......... L 400600000 195
“ s introduced into lllinois....... 197
Cemeteries, MasoniC......coovenueennneoceenenn 445
Chapter, Grand, organizationof..... ........... 198

history of sessions of........199, 216
succession of line officers of..... 219

N y seal of ... ..ol 220
“ 4 action respecting education..... 221
o o relations with General Grand
QTR 00000000  @00606000000008 66000000 223,225
Chapter, Grand, lectures of . .................... 225
“ o action concerning the symbolic
OIEFREN 6 0000000060 ©0000a60609900000a0a3030 211
Charter Oak, cross formed from................. 277
Charter of Apollo Encampment................ 273
“ to Western Star Lodge, when granted.... 10
“ to Bodley Lodge, when granted.......... 21
Chicago fire, charitable work connected with..... 74
Chivalric Orders, relations of, to Masonry........ 263
Civil Corporation of Grand Lodge............... 191
“ « text of incorporation act...... 193
Clarke, E. M. M., elected Grand High Priest.... 200
Clarke, H. C,, elected Grand High Priest........ 208
¥ “ elected Grand Commander........ 296
College of * Thirty-thirds” organized............ 331
Commandery, Grand, Organizationof . ......... 275
“ Line Officersof .................. 305
d Seal offsy Wil & SR ) Sl 306
@ Jewel of Grand Commanders of... 307
Communications of Grand Lodge of 1822........ 15
7 of Grand Lodge of 1840........ 124
= annnal costof ................ 127
i whenWeldlos. MR AN Lk 128
i biennial, action respecting..... 129
Committee work, of Grand Lodge............... 118



CONTENTS. ix

Committee work of Grand Chapter ............. 219
Committees authorized to sit in advance of
SCSGTOTY - o oS =1« = lahe o slolelslol e elelolalole s/ ale oo s s o/e 61
Conclave, triennial, of 1880..................... 290
& = of IB89. ... ..ot 298
@ “ @ %0 000000000000000a00¢ 305
Congress, Masonic, at Chicago.................. 107
Conservators’ Association organized ............ 62
Constitutions, of Freemasonry.................. 174
“ of Grand Lodge .................. 175
Convention of Grand Masters at Chicago........ 103
Convention to organize Grand Lodge, 1822 ...... 14
Corner-stone, laying of..............ooiiiiinan. 17
Correspondence report and reporters............ 122
Cottrell, J. O., elected Grand Sovereign.......... 315
Crawford, M. C., elected Grand Master ......... 107
Cryptxc degrees, historyof............o.oooil 232

“ transferred to Grand Chapter... 245

& “ action on in Grand Commandery 286
Curtiss, George ., elected Grand High Priest... 215
elected M. P. Grand Master. 249

“« "

D
Deerg, George W, elected Grand Commander. 279
“ elected Grand Puissant .... 239
Defalcation of Treasurer Dills.................. 87
“ “ Glenn................. 88
“ of Secretary Burrill ....... ... ... 92
Delancey, A. ], elected Grand High Priest...... 208
Deliberation, Councilof ........................ 324
Destruction of Grand Secretary’s office by fire ... 74
Dimission, action of Grand Lodge concerning.... 182
Dispensation to James Edgar, at Kaskaskia ..... 9
“ to Daniel Harrison, at Quincy.... 21
Douglas, celebration of monument to............ 359
Douglas, Stephen A., elected Grand Orator ... ... 27
Dustin, Daniel, elected Grand Commander.... . 288
Dyas J. E, elected Grand Commander.......... 303
“ elected Grand High Priest.... ...... 215

E
Early Freemasonry in America...... .......... 6
o L inlthnois .................. 9
Edgar, James, dispensation issued to............ 9
Education and charities, action concerning. .... 45, 46
“ “ action by Grand Chapter 221
Egan, W. M,, elected Grand High Priest ........ 204
“ elected Grand Commander....... 288
Elwood, J. G., etected Grand Commander........ 296
Elwood, N. D., elected Grand High Priest....... 202
England, rupture of relations with .............. 99
Esoteric ceremonies of Grand Lodge .... ....... 143
“ “ modern originof........... 152

Exoteric ceremonies of Grand Lodge ........... 154

F
Fees and Dues, Grand Lodge regulations con-

@SN 000000000000500000064000000000660000 180
Festivalsof Masonry..........cocevvevvnnnnnn... 349
First Lodge charters in Hlinois ................. 13
Fisher, Charles, elected Grand Puissant......... 239
Franklin Lodge, dispensation for ............... 21
Freemasonry, origin of .. ........... ... ..l 1
“ in llinois .............oiuae.. 9

£ causes of declineof............... i

& reintroduced in llinois ........... 21
French, J. J., elected M. P. Grand Master....... 245
“ elected Grand Sovereign .......... 313

G

Garfield, James A., action on the deathof........ 94
Gassette, N. T., elected Grand Commander...... 298
Goddard, L. A., elected Grand Master........... 107
Gorin, J. R,, elected Grand Commander ........ 282
Grand Council, R & S. M., organizationof........ 236
“ surrenders control of degrees. . ... 245

“ succession of officersof.......... 254

“ sealof ... it 254

“ jewel of Grand Mastersof.... ... 256

“ relations with General Grand

Council v .ot e 257
Grand Lodge of England, organization of....... 5
“ “ of Missouri organized.............. 13

‘ “ of lilinois organized.............. 14

“ “ of Illinois, second, organized...... 23

R ¢ of Recovery, when held ......... 48,49
Grand Masters of Grand Lodge, succession of.... 130
Grand Secretaries of Grand Lodge. ............ 134
Grand Treasurers of Grand Lodge.............. 133
Gurney, T. T., elected Grand Master............ 91
“ “ funeral of......... ... ... L 101

" “ elected Grand Commander....... 289

H

Hall, H. M., elected Grand Commander......... 304
Hall, James, Grand Master, when.............. 15
Halliwell manuscript, description of...... ........ %
Hamilton, Jno. D, elected Grand High Priest.... 209
Harmony Circular relating to Negroes........... 38
Harmony Lodge, dispensation for................ 22
Hawley, James A., elected Grand Commander... 288
“ “ elected Grand Master........ 81

‘ “ elected Grand High Priest. ... 207

“ & elected Grand Puissant....... 240
Hnbbard James H., elected Grand High Priest.. 201
“ elected Grand Puissant...... 237

Higgins, R, T., elected Grand High Priest........ 216
High Priesthood, Order of.... ................. 228
i “ organization of Council........ 229



x CONTENTS.

Holton, J. H., elected Grand High Priest........ 198
Holy Sepulchre, Order of............ovveeneen. .. 312
Home for the Aged, MasoniC.......covvuiensssns 412
Home, Orphans’, Illinois Masonic................ 405

Hubbard, H. W.,

“ “

elected Grand High Priest..... 204
elected Grand Puissant.. ..... 241
elected Grand Commander.... 288
Hunt, Josiah, elected Grand Commander........ 278
Hurlbut, V. L., elected Grand Commander...... 282
Huston, H. E., elected M. P. Grand Master...... 250
Hutchinson, ]J. W., elected Grand High Priest... 216

1
Incorporation of Grand Lodge.................. 191
o of Grand Chapter................ 226
Imperial Council, Grand, organization of........ 313
¢ Q “ seal of..............el 317

J
Jackson, Andrew, observance of deathof........ 38
Jerome, L. R., elected M. P. Grand Master...... 245
i “ elected Grand Sovereign......... 315
Jewel of Grand Master................... ... 78, 256
“ of Grand Master, Cryptic Rite........... 256
“ of Grand Commander................... 307
Jewel presented to D. C. Cregier................. 78
Jonas, Abraham, elected Grand Master.......... 24
o “ death of ............ooiiiiat 66
Johnson, H. A,, elected Grand Commander ...... 278

K
Kalakaua, King, visit to Oriental Lodge......... 367
Kaskaskia, establishment of Freemasonry in..... 9
Kilwinning Hall, dedicationof .......... ...... 374
nghts Templar, historyof .........ooeiiinnin 266
& order introduced into America. 270
Knoxville Chapter, controversies concerning..... 201
Knoxville Resolutions on Orphans’ Home....... 396
Krohn, Jacob, elected Grand High Priest........ 216

It
Ladd, Jno. A,, elected Grand High Priest........ 212
Landsdowne manuscript, descriptionof.......... 3
Lanphere, George C., elected Grand Commander 281
Lawrence Lodge, when chartered............... 13
Lectures and Ceremonials of Grand Lodge....... 143
Le Fevre, S. ], elected M. I. Grand Master...... 253
Legend of the Craft, of what consisting......... 3
Levanway, Wm. A,, elected Grand Puissant...... 242
Libanus Lodge, when chartered................. 13
0 17N A 080600 06 08000000 000006 13
Libraries, Masonic......ooiveereieenennnnnn.. 421
Library of Grand Lodge established ............ 56
Lincoln, President,deathof..................... 354

Literature, Masonic.........coivviiienenecennns 414
Lodges in Illinois prior to Grand Lodge......... 13
Lodges participating in organization of Grand
Lodgeinl822 ..........coivvevh cuvvnnn R b5}
Lodges in obedience of Grand Lodge at time of
disselutionten .. .. 0uf Ll ieiiiiie caeeas 16
Lord, M. M., Elected M. I. Grand Master ....... 253
Lounsbury,George E., Elected Grand High Priest 208
$é elected Grand Puissant... 242
Lusk, Levi, elected Grand High Priest .......... 199
@ elected Grand Puissant............. 238
M
Mack, C.G,, clected Grand Commander ......... 304
Masonic burial, rightof ................oo .. 189
Masonic Temple at Chicago, destruction of....... 287
Masonic trials, details of suppressed ............ 91

Matheny, Charles W.,, elected Grand Puissant... 239
McKinlay, R. L., elected Grand Commander .... 290
McMurtry, James C,, elected Grand High Priest . 208

Memphis, Rite of.............oooi0 ciiiiil 342

Miles, James H., elected Grand High Priest..... 206
“ elected Grand Puissant ........ 240
“ elected Grand Sovereign ...... 315

Military Chapters, created by Grand Chapter of

RGBS 60660 0000600000 ©068900000000000a060 223
Military Lodges in 1826, traditions of .... ....... 17

«“ Grand Lodge action concern-

(7Y R W SRR . o 0 0 0 00 coog o _JBCEH 44,62, 170
Military Lodges, dispensations for........... 170, 174
Milligan, William L., elected Grand High Priest. 216
Miner, O. H., elected Grand High Priest ........ 205

“ elected Grand Puissant ........... 239

Mitchell, William W,, clected Grand High Priest 203
Montgomery, H. H., elected Grand Commander.. 304

Morgan affair, sketch of....... ..........coo0 17
& “ effects of, upon Illinois Freema-
o117 6006 888065005000 H60d80600 508000338060 18

Morgan excitement,effectof... ................ 18

Morse, C. M., elected Grand Commander........ 290

Moulton, Geo. M., elected Grand Commander ... 298
elected Grand High Priest.... 216
elected M. I. Grand Master... 252

“ « «

«“ “ “

Mulliner, E. S, elected Grand Commander...... 297
Munger, C. E,, elected Grand Commander....... 285
Munn, L. L., elected Grand Commander........ 294
“ « «“ elected Grand High Priest.......... 204
“ ¢ elected Grand Sovereign........... 314
N
Nash, John F,, elected Grand Commander....... 289
Nauvoo, institution of lodges at................. 30
Negroes, Harmony circular relating to........... 38

“ action concerning in Grand Lodge. . .41, 52



CONTENTS. xi

Norvell, John P., elected Grand High Priest..... 210
Noyes, M. J., elected Grand High Priest ........ 199
O
Officersof Grand Lodge .................. Tae 129
Official nomenelature of Grand Lodge........... 188
O’Neill, Jno., elected Grand High Priest......... 214

o «“ elected M. P. Grand Master........ 248
Orations, annual, and Grand Orators............ 115
Orgamzatlon of Grand Lodge of England ...... 5

of First Grand Lodge of Illinois... 14
L of Second Grand Lodge........... 24
“ of General Grand Chapter......... 196
“ of Grand Chapter................. 198
“ of Grand Council................. 236
¢ of Grand Commandery............ 27
“ of Grand Imperial Council........ 313
I’ of Council of Deliberation......... 324
Organized Charities, Grand Lodge action upon... 386
Oriental Hall, dedication of.................... 3
Origin of Freemasonry, speculations npon....... 2
Orr, Wm. L, eleeted Grand High Priest......... 210
B
Pace, E. C, elected Grand High Priest.......... 216
Pearson, John M., elected Grand Commander. ... 287
«“ o elected Grand Master......... 106
“ “ elected Grand High Priest.... 206
4 “ elected Grand Puissant....... 240
Pennsylvania R. A. M., denied admission to Illi-
nois Chapters............c.oeviiinian. . 199
Prentice, N. F., elected Grand Commander...... 280
IBRET, eI o0 0 00000600060066000006306A00000E 432
Q
Querey, Charles, first initiate in Illinois.......... 10
R
Ramsay, J. L., elected Grand Puissant.......... 240
Ranney, H. C,, elected Grand Commander...... 281
Rebold’s History of Freemasonry condemned... 69
Red Cross of Constantine, Order of............. 309

“ “ “

derivation of powers of 312

& ¢ “ Gr. Imp. Council of... 313
Re-establishment of Freemasonry in Illinois..... 21
Religious doctrines, Grand Lodge action on...... 162

“ 4 as shown by early rituals.... 168
Representative system, adoptionof............. 61
Revenue and finances of Grand Lodge.......... 136
Reynolds, Benn P., elected Grand Sovereign.... 315

Reynolds, H. G., elected Grand Secretary....... 135

Reynolds, H. G., elected Grand Master........ 69
Rabbins, Joseph, elected Grand Master.......... 87
Scott, Owen, elected Grand Master.............. 110
Scott, Wm. H., elected Grand Master............ 92
S
Seal of Grand Lodge............covvvvvivnnn.. 187
B of (Grandi@hapter. ot oo e e e o 220
“ of Grand Coun€il........ooviviieinennnn. 254
“ of Grand Commandery............. ..... 306
“ of Grand Imperial Council................ 317
“ of Veteran Association..........ccviveennn. 436
Second Grand Lodge, organization of............ 23
Semi-centennial celebration of Grand Lodge..... 105

Shannon, Samuel, elected Grand High Priest.... 210
Smith, John C., elected Grand Commander...... 294
i 5 “ elected Grand Master........... 102
“ i “ elected Grand Sovereign........ 315
Smith, R. B,, elected Grand Sovereign........... 314
Spring, S. O., elected Grand Commander........ 303
“ “ elected Grand High Priest........ 215
Statute of Laborers,effectof..................... 4,5
Stevens, Sylvester, elected Grand Puissant....... 239
T
Templarism, introduced into America..... ..... 270
o introduced into Illinois............ 272
Thomas, John R., elected Grand Master......... 97
Turner, William H., elected Grand Commander . 280
Turner, H., elected Grand Commander ......... 295
‘I'rimble, M. U., elected M. 1. Grand Master..... 253
Vv
Valley of Chicago, bodies in.................... 332

Vandalia, Convention to form Grand Lodge, metat 14

Vaughan, S. O,, elected Grand High Priest...... 209
w

Waddle, S. W, elected Grand High Priest....... 209
War with Mexieo, action concerning............ 43
War, Certificates issued by Seeretary............ 65
Warren, W. B, elected Grand Master............ 131
“ “  elected Grand High Priest....... 198
Warvelle, Geo. W., elected M. I. Grand Master.. 252
‘¢ “ elected Grand Sovereign.... 316
Watson, Louis, elected Grand High Priest....... 200
Webster, A. L., elected Grand Commander...... 305
Werner, A. M., elected M. 1. Grand Master...... 253
Western Star Lodge, when organized........... 9
White, J. L., elected Grand Commander......... 297
Winslow, F. C., elected M. I. Grand Master...... 253






CONTENTS.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

A
Allan, Wm. R.........ooiit 694
Allen,C. E......ovv vivvnenn 479
Allen, Wm. M............e0 507
Ansley, Robert...... ........ 681
Ash, Eugene Harrison........ 78
Asmus, C. Avivvvninnnnnnnnn. 568
Asprooth, C.O............... 789
Atkinson, E. B........oooat 795
Atkinson,G. R........covuutn 798
/25 b {850 0060600006000 (©50 623
B

Baddeley, (CpHEE ot 654
Baddeleyilin] N 606
Badenoch, J. J......ooial 457
TBeIE) 80 1Bl aooaos00ag0a000 647
Bakeny Hennys ... o sl 475
Baldwin, A.E................ 732
Ballantine, T.1.............. 731
Barnard, Gil. W.............. 447
Barnes,Chas. T.............. 609
18IS, 185 )5 [5a 6006 0000000000 674
Beatson, J W . ...l 495
Beck, Wm. F................ 610
Becker,Benj. F.............. 682
Becker, E T.E.............. 497
Beebe, Wm. L...............
Beers, John N..

Bennettpfohnl o 8ol
Bennett, T.C.........covnn.n
Bennett, Wm. J.............. 526
T2 G860 06636000065000 528
TOTRY Co 1booo000000000000 oo D33
18EB% 106 8000000000000000000 540
Berry, Rufus L............... 470
Black, %‘ N 553
Black, T.G..... ............ 552
Blackshaw, E............. .. 634
Blakesley, AsaW............ 559
Blanchane Attt 563
Blanchard, M. E... ......... 673
Bliss,Chas. L.......oovvnnnn. 562
Bliss, George ] .....ocivunnn. 768
Blosser, William H........... 71
Blossom, Edward W......... 9
Bolles, Edgar................ 569
Bolton, H. W..... .......... 684
Booth, H. O............. .... 791
Bovett, . A......oooiininn.. 798
Bowditch, Nathaniel.......... 456
Brand, Rudolph.............. 699
Bresie, Wm. R............... p 7
Bright, Geo. W .............. 675
Buell, Frederick............. 607

Bundy, Wm, F................ 686
Burbank, W.M.............. 620
Burkhalter, J.L.............. 468
Bushnell, A.S................ 703
C
Caldwel, C.E............... 689
Calhoun, W. J ........ouvnt 482
CEII9S, I {2lsa 0000000006000 00 715
Cary,Norman J....... ...... 674
Cease, D.L.........cccovatn 488
Chamberlain,D. J............ 491
Chandler, E.B............... 508
Chaney, Ralph.. ... ........ 517
Clark,{Vm. ............... 671
Clarkson, S. N.......... .... 702
Cole, Johnson L. ............. 510
Cole, Wm.W................ 23
@15 | 5185445 6 66 660000000000 T
Connell, J H................ 458
Conybear, N. G.............. 37
Cook, T.M ......cvvnnvnnn.. 744
Cornell,C.W............ ..., 760
Correll, Herbert E....... ... 603
(Ee8% (2% 1 0000 00000000006640 762
Cowan, A. W..... ......... 186
Crabtree, John D............. 84
Crandall, E.A........ ...... 638
Crary,C. W.. ... iiviiiiininnn 611
Craske, Henry.... ........... 39
Crawford, C.E............... 578
(S7e530105 186 1lo6 0006000600060 00 461
(G741 S)oo 0000660660000 652
Currier, L. M. ........ou. ., 544
Curry, James - 718
Curtiss,IlraR................ 628
D
Daugherty, N.C............. 529
Davidson, H. B.............. 583
Deem,S. V... ovvviivnenn. 680
Detrich, ESSH. L s oo 672
Derwent, Thomas J.......... 82
De Tamble, Peter............ 791
Dick, E.C................... 5T
Dille, J.B.....cooo oo vu.. 585
Drake, C. T.......coevivnnn.. 551
Dunbar, CH................ 748
Duncan, Willlam L.......... 769
Duncombe, H.S.............. 754
Dunlap, Clement J........... 781
E
Edmonds, N.D.............. 651
Edwards, J. Frank.... ...... ki

X111

Ellis, Newton................ 462
Ellwood, 1. L................ 546
English, Charles L......... .. 662
English, . Tooooooviiiiie 660

¥
Farmer,C.C................. (i
Farr, A.L......ooiivieeinnn. 704
Farrand, R.S..... ........... 478
Berguson MG Ho e v o 486
Fessler, Wm. J............... 729
Figel,john .............. ... 500
Fisher, H. V.. ............... 532
Fithian, . B....... ......... 646
Foster, M, D, ............... 639
Fowler, B.F................. a7l
Fowler, H. M................ 690
Fulmer, W.S................ 545

G
Gallagher, P. W ... .. ... ...
Gillespie, David..............
Glass, D.H..................
Goll, Brnmno H...............
Gollhardt, L.................
Graver, William
Graves, E. C............. 50
(G5 1716 1900 00000 00000000000
Green, A, M. ................
Grimes, Wm. B..............
Gross, Lewis M..............

H
Haigh, F. F.................. 707
Hamilton, Hobart............ 472
Hamilton, John L............ 708
Hanna, J.R.................. 485
Harpham, O.H ............. 488
Harris, . Voo Lol 490
Hartley, Wm. R.............. 630
Haskell, Wm. A.............. 695

Haskins, S. F................ 749

Hatch, ¥.S. ................ 700
Hathaway, Annas............ 539
Haven, D.C.................. 657
Hayner, . E................. 643
Hegeman, C................. 511
Henderson, J. P........ ..... 653
Henderson, N. H............. 575
Hester, W. W............... 608
Hey, AT ................... 720

Hollister, K. E...............
Hoopes, J. L ............. S 16D



xiv
Hooyer [ Bl
Hopkins, J. Bi............ 50
Houghton, E. W .
Hovey, FATEL Sl e leelelels
Hovey, CharlesL............ 730
Hoyle, W. R, Jroocovivennnn. 795
Huggans, D.E............... 7175
Hughes,C. H......covvnnnn.. 596
I ummel e e e 469
]
Jasper, Geo. Foooeiiinon 518
1ETEH /A5 1950660 060080000 . 633
Johnson, C. Porter............ 619
Johnson, Lawrence C......... 714
Johnson, R.Ma...ooviinnnn 567
Johnston, J.M......ccooiitts 566
Johnston, J. Ro.... ..ooeilit 790
VR, & Is00000000000000000 799
K
Kane, Charles P
[ElEY, 165 Ba0a6600000 .
1l b i2lsoc0060000600000
Kincaid, Le€..covevenecnnnnn, 637
Kistler, Louis................ 554
Klepper, Jacob............... 535
1K, I8l 1fo00c0000000000 000 748
Knight, Wm. M.............. 581
Knollenberg, F. W........... 83
Knox,S. M....cociiveiinnnnn. 677
Kratz, E.A. oo iiviiinennnn. 713
Krone, N.L.... ...coeieennas. T
TR0, 185 )] ao0000000000000000 542
L
Lafferty, Wm. J.......counne. 467
Lahann, Reimer............. 515
ILE36 1, 1Ly 165 06000000000000000
Leet, John M
Leland, K. W................ 728
Leonard, CE.. ............ 621
Leonard, J. Frank............ 27
Letourneau, R.A............ 708
Lindstrand, F. A ............ 799
e S060a0000000000¢ 667
ILs7ikE, Tl 195000600000000000000 543
, M
Maiden, Wm. J ............. 719
Manvel, C. J......coivnieent 692
Markley, Aaron S............ 657
Marshall, Tom A............. 479

Mason, B. F
Mason, T. A

W 5 1S/ 5000000660000633000 5
Mayo, Henry )

McAllister, H.F............. 480
McCabe, John.......covnuenn. 505
McDannold, J. J. ... .ovennn.. 656
McFadden, G.C............. 612
McFeeley, Samuel.... ....... 714
McHose, Geo. E............. 512
M chinn ey S GE L 627

Mead, H. W................. 557

CONTENTS.

Mellin,Swen J........oovvnen 780 Ray, Joseph H.... .......... 716
Merrill, George A............ 780 Red,D.O................. 498
Middlecoff, J.P......co.uune 645 Rhodes, H. L................ 642
Miller, Andrew......... vovus 781 Rice,]. Hovvvvivvoiioiioat, 027
AR 10h 1s0 00000000000 40660 786  Richtmyer, A............... 736
WA Ibss e 00000006600 ... 7187 Rigg,Frank M............... 52
Wi M6 66 000000000006 600 . 492 Roach, J.B........ooiillll. 76
Montgomery, 1.S............ 586  Roberts, Peyton.........:.... 769
Moore, JoL...ocovesicneannean 696  Roberts, Wm. H............. 682
Moore, N. M........ 000000660 602 Robinson, J.F............... 89
Moulton, George M. ......... 453 Roper, George S............. 590
Moulton, J. T.......covetn. 450 Rowand,B. H............... 701
Muirhead, Geo......... ..... 656 Russ, CharlesL.............. 469
Miller, Adam........co0vveen 463
Mulliner, E. S....... ....... 464 S
Musser, James............... 683
Myers, Louis M.............. 793 Salter, Allen................. 709
Sargent, F.P............... 473
N Schmoldt, H. M.......... ... 439
Schwing, Geo. H............. 499
Nelson, Augustus............ 494 Scott,Guy C................. 508
Nickel, David. .............. 728 Sears,D.J..........iiiniia.. 510
Nickerson, D. W............. 557  Sheets, J. M.......oooo. Lo 67
Niles, John W............... 548 Slingerland, G. H............ 536
Nish, James............o.. .. 618 Smiley, D. T................. 644
North,CharlesD............. 564  Smith, CharlesGeorge........ 748
Nortrup, H. R..........oo0 e, 583  Smith, Charles Gilbert...... . 150
Smith, DeWitt C.............
0 Smith, Eli.......covviiinnan.
Smith, George W
Olmsted, G. E............... 643  Smith, JohnL.......... ..
Olmsted, Wm. C............. 659  Smith, John S................
Orton, Isaac.......coveennnns 581  Snyder, D.H........... .....
Ortseifen, Adam............. 633  Soland, { P.A J.de......... 792
Oughton, John R............. 724  Somerville, Wm.............. 57
O@r7Emy 1% 18 50 0 0000069000 50000 691  Soule, Charles E............. 794
Spence, M.H................ 685
P Spooner, E. E................ ki
Spring, S. O...c.ovveniinanns 448
Patten, L.H................. 481  Stebler, Nicholas............. 591
Paulsen, Wm. A.............. 636 Stevens, W.A............... . 459
Pearson, John M............. 635  Strecker,G. D................ 686
Peasley, James O............ 513
(R, Dk 9006 40000000000 630 T
RVt 906 (8506066860 00000 528
Pettibone, Amos ............ 628 Tebbetts, C.H.............. 741
Piatt, H. D........... ...... 625 TerrelL E.D......ccovvven.. 476
Pierce, {?sper Noerreeninnns 718  Thomas, H. W............... 710
Pierce, R Ho...oo ool 521 Thompson, Sylvester......... 522
VEIEREE, 10 1856006 0000000060006 738  Thompson, Wm. H,, Jr....... 524
Pierce, Wm. T............... 746 Todd, ].F.........ovvvvinnen 710
Pirkey, John C .............. 725 Trench, Richard R........... Vit
Place, EH.................. 763  Trimble, H. M.....covvnuts.. 576
Platt, James F............... 474
Pollock, Adam R. ........... 644 U
Romy N HE GRS e by e
Poulson, Wm. E
Powell, ]. W.......
Purdy, W. G...............0
Quinn, Henry..... 50000000000 558 W
R Walshe, R. Jo.....oovvivae 635
Warvelle, Geo. W............ 446
Raib[e,?. ) 3050000000500 0900000 711 Webb, V. H...... .......... 667
Ragsdale, . T.E............. 645 Webster, A. L.......... eesss 638









A COMPENDIUM

SO

FREEMASONRY IN ILLINOIS.

INTRODUCTION.

THERE exists to-day, in
every habitable portion
of the globe where civil
and religious liberty
prevails, an institution
known as Freemason-
ry, which, in its incep-
tion, development and
diffusion, may well be classed as one of the
wonders of the world. Originating at some
remote and unknown period, it has, without
the help of church or state, survived all the
mutations of time and the vicissitudes of
fate, and, after centuries of active life, still
continues to exhibit all the vigor of pristine
youth. Yet, of the early history of this
great and time-honored institution, although
much has been written, but little can be
said, based upon authentic data or ascer-
tained facts.

It was the policy of the men who guided
the destinies of Freemasonry at, and for
many years subsequent to, the revival of
1717, to envelope its origin with an air of
mystery and to conceal, rather than make
known, the facts immediately antecedent to
that event. The early commentators and

historians of the Craft, disregarding the
1

means within their reach, all sought to in-
vest it with a romantic glamour, by show-
ing a descent from the learned and mystical
societies of the ancient world, and a fabu-
lous history was constructed to support the
theories thus advanced. Its genealogy was
traced, with ingenious details and lucid ex-
planations, from the beginning of time, and
imagination filled the gaps and bridged the
chasms during the long ages that were sup-
posed to have intervened. In a few in-
stances some gifted seer, more wise than
his fellows, with retrospective vision pierced
the ever-deepening shadows of the past and
revealed the actual time and place of its
birth; others, less bold but equally imagina-
tive, have been content with finding it al-
ready in active life in the ancient mysteries
of the far East; but, as a rule, the veracious
historian has silenced cavil and carefully
concealed his' own lack of knowledge by
ascribing to it an origin which is ¢‘lost in
the dim mists of antiquity.”

Freemasonry 1is, however, an ancient
society, with a long and honorable record.
When, where and how it originated is not
known, but the consensus of opinion now
seems to be that its present forin is a de-
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velopment of the operative medi®val guilds.
Society in the tenth century was just emerg-
ing from the lethargy, gloom and barbarism
of the dark ages. Individual liberty, so long
restrained, began to be asserted; the liberal
arts, for ages preceding the sole property of
the church and confined to monastic commu-

nities, gave faint evidence of an existence

among the people; and while the cloister
still directed the hands of the workman it
no longer held him in a tenacious grasp.
In the eleventh century the spirit of prog-
ress was still more manifest in the revival
of commerce, the extension of manufactures,
and the cultivation of handicrafts, and about
this time occurred the organization of the
guilds of artificers, which were afterward
to play such important parts in the political
drama. In the twelfth century these guilds
had spread with marvelous rapidity over the
greater part of Europe, embracing nearly
every trade and occupation, and from that
time until the present Freemasonry in some
form has been a living, potential energy in
the social life of the civilized world. To
the progress of the Masons’ guild upon the
continent of Europe, it is unnecessary here
to advert, as in time it seems to have be-
come extinct; nor will space permit more
than a passing allusion to its career in Eng-
land, the birthplace of Speculative Masonry.

From the best attainable sources of in-
formation it would seem that the principles
of the operative art were derived from
France, and numerous examplés of mediaval
architecture are still extant in various parts
of Great Britain, which bear upon them
the names of the French masters who di-
rected the work. In England, as upon the
continent, the early policy of the Craft was
shaped by the church, under whose pro-
tecting care it flourished and waxed strong,

and the titles still employed in the nomen-
clature of some of the officers of the lodge
are directly attributable to the ecclesiastical
supervision of that period.

It is a matter of congratulation for us
that in tracing our Masonic genealogy, and
proving our descent from the English crafts-
men, we are compelled to rely upon no
doubtful theories or unsubstantial legends.
Fortunately there exists authentic data in
the shape of contemporaneous documentary
evidence, upon which we may with confi-
dence rely, and which fully confirms all our
claims of ancient and honorable lineage.
These documents, for the most part, consist
of manuscript versions of what are known
as the old charges, or the regulations for the
government of the Craft, and of these there
are some sixty copies, of undoubted antiquity,
in existence. They are mainly deposited in
the British Museum, the Grand lodge of
England, and in the archives of its constitu-
ents, and may be seen by any person who
may desire to investigate for himself the
stability of our claims. The earliest docu-
ment yet brought to light connected with
the progress of Freemasonry in England is
known as the Halliwell manuscript (Regius
Poem), dating from the fourteenth century
—-November, 1388—and is supposed to have
been made in obedience to an ordinance of
Richard II., calling for returns from the
guilds and crafts. It is in every respect a
remarkable document and the most precious
heritage that has come down to us. It is
written on vellum, and its composition is in
meter or a sort of rude verse. From inter-
nal evidence it is supposed to be the work
of a poet priest or monk of that day, a sup-
position that is strengthened by the well-
known facts of early ecclesiastical patron-
age, and the probable dearth of clerical
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attainments among the workmen of that
period. Here, then, we have authentic evi-
dence, 500 years old, of the existence of a
Masons’ guild at that time in full and vigor-
ous life, and in these days of mushroom socie-
ties with doubtful pedigrees, 500 yearsis not
too short a period on which to predicate the
term ‘‘ancient.” The next in importance
is known as the Coke manuscript, which,
like the one just described, is contained
within the archives of the British Museum.
It is in a fine state of preservation and its
original cover of wood still remains, together
with the rough twine connecting the vellum
sheets, apparently as it was sewed 400
years ago. Then there is what is known as
the Landsdowne manuscript, dating from
the sixteenth century, written upon three
and one-half sheets of stout paper, and the
parchment roll in the custody of the Grand
Lodge of England, bearing date December
25, 1583. There are besides a large num-
ber of other ancient documents, many of
which bear evidence of being copied from
others still older, all tending to indicate the
existence of the society at a very early date.

Our views and opinions with respect to
the antiquity of the f{raternity must, in a
large measure, be shaped by these old
manuscript constitutions. They are the
only authentic memorials that have come
down to us from the early Freemasons, and
from the internal evidence which they afford
much of our present knowledge is derived.
These constitutions are all similar in gen-
eral characteristics, and consist in the main
of two parts, the first being a recital of

legendary history, now called, for want of

a better name, the ‘‘legend of the Craft,”
and the second consisting of what are popu-
larly known as the ¢ Ancient Charges,” or
the general regulations of the Craft. The

majority of these interesting documents
show signs of long and active use, and
would seem to have been actually employed
in the work of the pre-historic lodges and to
have been read to candidates at the time of
their initiation. They prove beyond a
doubt that the society during the three
hundred years which preceded the revival
of 1717 was not an ordinary guild like the
Livery companies or other strictly operative
associations, but professed to teach, and
bound its members to the practice of, a high
morality, obligating them to be true men, not
only in their relations to one another and
those around them, but also in the observ-
ance of their duties to God, the Church and
the King. They contain much that unmis-
takably stamps them as emanating from an
operative society, however, and the conclu-
sion now generally accepted is that they
represent the transition period, when Ma-
sonry was passing from a strictly operative
to a purely speculative condition.

The internal evidence so presented has
itself been the subject of much speculation
and widely differing opinion. Thus, those
parts, which, by way of introduction to
the charges, recite the so-called ¢‘legend of
the Craft,” have been seized upon by the
fiction writers as fully substantiating the
traditions of our esoteric ceremonies, and
to the casual observer this assertion may
not seem altogther unfounded. The legend
in question purports to be a history of the
manner in which ¢¢this worthy craft of Ma-
sonry” was founded and afterward main-
tained, commencing with the sons of Adam
and continuing down to the times of the
later Saxon Kings of England. But this
¢“history,” as will be seen on closer in-
spection, does not purport to be that of a
society or guild, but is rather a summary,
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and not a very accurate one at that, of the
general course of the building art or geom-
etry, and attempts to describe its vicissi-
tudes in much the same manner as might be
done in the case of music, astronomy, or any
other of the liberal arts and sciences. In-
deed, it is not claimed in these old chroni-
cles that a formal institution of the Masonic
guild was effected until the time of King
Athelstan, who, at a traditionary assembly
held at York in the tenth century, is said to
have given them a charter, and at which
time the charges and rules for the govern-
ment of the Craft were formulated. Here
then is the genesis of Masonry as revealed
by its own writings; whether it be true or
false, the writer does not assume to decide,
but it can be confidently said that secular
history verifies the time, if not the manner,
of its institution. From the tenth to the
fourteenth century it remained a working-
man’s guild, differing probably in no essen-
tial feature, except as hereinbefore men-
tioned, from the other Craft guilds of the
period and with nothing of an esoteric
character, so far as known, except its trade
secrets. During all these years it left no
sign, and forall of our information concerning
it we are dependent on general history. In
1356 was enacted the first statute of La-
borers, which forbade the congregation of
artisans, who, it was alleged, were thereby
incited to unjust and illegal demands, con-
trary to the spirit of the English constitu-
tion. At this time, then, must be dated the
first change in the character of the guild,
and the earliest written memorial which we
possess, the Regius Poem (Halliwell MSS.),
is ascribed to a period about forty years
later. It was not until 1424, however,
that effective measures were taken to sup-
press trade organizations or assemblies of

workmen, and from this period may be
observed the speculative character and the
growing tendency toward that system of
symbolic philosophy which culminated in
the formation of the Grand Lodge of 1717.

There are those, and their learning and
ability commands for them the highest re-
spect for their opinions, who, while repudiat-
ing the traditionary origin of the Craft, nev-
ertheless contend that the old constitutions
clearly point to the existence of a symbolic
or speculative society at the earliest date
from whence they assume to speak. Ac-
cording to the theory of these savants it
would seem that as early as the fourteenth
century (the date of the oldest known manu-
script) there was a guild or fraternity com-
memorating the science, but without prac~
ticing the art, of Masonry; that such guild
was not composed of operative Masons;
that the persons to whom the text of these
manuscripts was recited were a society from
whom all but the memory or tradition of its
ancient trade had departed, and that cer-
tain passages may be held to indicate rather
the absorption of a Craft-legend by a social
guild than a gradual transition from oper-
ative to speculative Masonry by a craft or
fraternity composed in the first instance of
practical builders. It must be admitted
that there is something very fascinatingabout
this theory; but the view is not considered
tenable by the majority of Masonic stu-
dents, and finds its adherents mainly among
those who seek to avoid the very evident
plebeian birth of the institution.

The ancient documents we have been
considering have reference to Masonry as an
artificers’ guild only, and such it undoubt-
edly continued to be until late in the six-
teenth century. Prior to the year 1424 it
was strictly an operative association, work-
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ing privately with closed doors and sedu-
lously guarding the secrets of the trade, and
Scotch Masonry so continued long after it
ceased in England. At this time, however,
occurred a most remarkable circumstance
that completely changed the character of
the association as well as its future destinies.
It would seem that the power and influence
of the trades union were not unknown even
in those days, and that our ancient operative
brethren had arrived at a full understanding
of its value; for we find that in this year,
being the third year of Henry VI., an en-
actment was had, called the Statute of La-
borers, whereby Masons were no longer per-
mitted to assemble as a body of operative
workmen or to exercise their handicraft with
guarded doors, nor were they permitted to
fix the price of their labor or establish ordi-
nances affecting apprentices. The object of
the statute was to break up the guilds by
denying to them the benefits of combina-
tion, but, like many other attempts of sup-
pression, the results were far different from
the expectation, for, notwithstanding this
prohibition, the society continued to exist
as a benevolent and fraternal association,
with its membership confined to workmen
actually engaged in operative Masonry.
But during the sixteenth century, while it
still continued to be a trade society, its bene-
fits and advantages were no longer confined
to operative Masons, and workmen in other
lines were received, until finally in the cen-
tury following it became purely speculative,
and men from every walk of life, including
persons of rank, began to seek admission.
During this period was engrafted upon it
the system of mystical philosophy which has
ever since formed one of its distinguishing
characteristics, and about this time may
properly be fixed the birth of modern Free-

masonry as a ‘‘system of morality, veiled
in allegory and illustrated by symbols.”

The latter half of the seventeenth cen-
tury was a period of turmoil and civil dis-
sensions, and these, together with other
causes, led to a partial disruption of the
society, so that for several years it remained
in a rather dormant condition. Many of
the lodges practically disbanded, and but
littlé activity seems to have been manifested
until what is known as the revival of 1716
and the subsequent assembly of 1717, out of
which sprang the Grand Lodge of England
—the mother of all Grand Lodges.

As the enactment of the Statute of Labor-
ers marked an epoch in the life of Masonry,
so the revival of 1716-17 marked another,
and no event in the history of the craft is
more replete with stirring interest. It
would seem, however, that no minutes of
these early meetings were kept, or at least
none have yet been found, for six years
after this assembly; and the only information
of the transactions which we possess is con-
tained in the edition of ‘‘Anderson’s Con-
stitutions,” published soon after by authority
of the Grand I.odge. From these we learn
that King George I. entered London most
magnificently September 20, 1717, and that
after the rebellion was over, in 1716, the
few London lodges thought fit to cement
under a Grand Master as the center of union
and harmony. Therefore, they and some
of the old brethren met at the Apple-Tree
tavern, and having put into the chair the
oldest Master Mason present (being the
Master of a lodge) they constituted them-
selves into a Grand Lodge and resolved to
hold the annual feast and assembly, and
chose a Grand Master from among them-
selves until they should have the honor of
a noble brother at their head. Accordingly
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on St. John’s day, 1717, the annual assem-
bly and feast was held at the Goose and
Gridiron alehouse ; a list of candidates was
proposed, and the brethren by a majority
of hands elected ANTHONY SAYRE, gentleman,
Grand Master. And so at the assembly of
June 24, 1718, it is related that after dinner
Brother SAYRE gathered the votes and pro-
claimed GEORGE PAYNE, Esq., Grand Master.

Thus matters progressed until 1720,
when a noble seems to have been received,
for at the assembly held on Lady day, 1721,
John, duke of Montague, was named as
Grand Master; and then, as the old records
say, ‘‘they all expressed great joy at the
happy prospect of being again patronized by
noble grand masters as in the prosperous
times of Freemasonry.” From that time
until the year 1738 everything passed
smoothly; the craft prospered and all went
well, but in this latter year occurred an
event which may well be said to mark the
“ third epoch in Masonry, being nothing more
nor less than a schism. Now, if there is
anything we Americans firmly believe, it is
the doctrine of political unity. ¢ United
we stand, divided we fall,” has long been a
watchword, while ‘¢ In union is strength” is
a principle instilled into us almost with the
very elements of our being; and yet, para-
doxical as it may seem, no small degree of
the popularity and success which has at-
tended the fraternity, as well as its wide
diffusion in all lands, is due to the fact that
English Masonry was a divided house for
seventy-five years; far it was not until the
year 1813 that the rival factions came to-
gether and formed the present United Grand
Lodge of England.

* * *

There is indubitable evidence, now in

existence, that Masonry was known, and, to

some extent, practiced, in the American
colonies as early as 1715, but the first war-
rant of authority was not granted until 1730,
when DANIEL COXE, of New Jersey, received
a deputation from the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land as Provincial Grand Master. In 1733
alike deputation wasissued to HENRY PRICE,
of Boston. These deputations show that
there were Masons and Masonic lodges in
the colonies prior to 1730. St. John’s Lodge,
of Philadelphia, of which BENjaMIN FRANK-
LIN was Master, was certainly in existence
prior to the date of CoxE’s deputation, and,
although not created by charter, seems to
have been recognized by him.

After the **schism” in England, in 1738,
the work of planting lodges on American
soil under the auspices of the rival Grand
Lodges of England was vigorously prose-
cuted, while the Grand Lodges of Scotland
and Ireland, emulating the example of
‘*colonial expansion” set by their English
contemporaries, also entered the field as
disseminators of Masonic light. This was
the condition of Masonry in America at the
time of the Revolution.

With the independence of the colonies
came also that of the Masonic fraternity,
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts being
the first to declare its independence, closely
followed by Pennsylvania. It would seem
that a Provincial Grand Lodge was estab-
lished in Pennsylvania as early as 1733, and
that, with varying fortunes, it continued to
exist until 1786, when it declared its inde-
pendence of the Grand Lodge of England
and assumed the rights and attributes of a
sovereign Grand Lodge. From that time
until the present it maintained a continuous
and uninterrupted existence, and from it
came all the early Masonry of Illinois and
the Northwest.






Reduced fac-simile of dispensation for the institution of Western Star Lodge at Kaskaskia. (Repro-
duced from the original in the archives of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, through the courtesy
of Dr. EDwARrD S. WvyckoFF, Philadelphia.)
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EARLY EXPLOITATION.

HILE the fraternity of Frec and Ac-

cepted Masons had always been well
represented among the hardy pioneers who
braved the perils of the Western wilderness
and participated in the early settlement of
the Northwest Territory, yet it was not un-
til the year 1805 that the first lodge was
organized within the presents limits of the
state of Illinois. This interesting event
occurred at the old French town of Kaskas-
kia, in the then Territory of Indiana. For
many years this ancient city, founded, as
nearly as can be ascertained, about the year
1673, enjoyed the distinction of being the
oldest town in Illinois, or perhaps in the
whole Western States, and as the cradle of
Freemasonry in the Upper Mississippi Valley
was entitled to a high degree of veneration.
But time and death applies to cities, even
as it does to men, and the old town, with
its accumulated wealth of historic associa-
tions, has long ceased to exist except in tra-
dition. Of its former glories not a vestige
now remains and for years the turgid waters
of the Mississippi have flown over the spot
that once marked its site.

In the year 1805, however, Kaskaskia
was a thriving and enterprising place, the
metropolis, in fact, of the Western frontier.
Among its population were a number who
were bound by the ‘“mystic tie,” and on
March gth of that year seven of these breth-
ren addressed a letter to the Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania, representing ¢‘that from
the growth of population many worthy and

respectable brethren have settled, and many
more will soon come to this country,” and
that the petitioners, ‘‘from a sense of duty
incumbent on them as Masons and as men,
to promote their mutual = happiness, the
happiness of their neighbors, and as far as
in their power lies, humanize society,” de-
sired a dispensation ‘*authorizing them to
hold a regular Iodge in the town of Kas-
kaskia.” In response to this petition ISRAEL
IsrAEL, Esq., Grand Master of Pennsylva-
nia, under date of September 24, 1805, is-
sued a dispensation to JAMEs EDGAR, ‘‘a
Past Master, Ancient York Mason,” cmpow-
ering him to ‘“call to his assistance a suffi-
cient number of known and approved Mas-
ter Masons and open a Lodge at the town
of Kaskaskia, and then and therc initiate,
pass and raise Freemasons according to the
most ancient and honorable custom of the
Craft in all ages and nations throughout the
known world, and not contrarywise.” The
dispensation to remain in force for six
months. Thus was Freemasonry planted
on the virgin soil of Illinois.

The first meeting, under the dispensa-
tion, was held on Saturday, December 14,
1805, when Brother EpGAr ‘‘called to his
assistance "’ RUFUs EASTON, as Senior War-
den, MICHAEL JoNES, as Junior Warden,
RoOBERT ROBINSON, as Senior Deacon, AL-
EXANDER ANDERSON, as Junior Deacon,
and WILLIAM ARUNDEL, as Secretary, ‘‘all
of whom he found on due trial to be Master
Masons,” and an ‘‘Entered Apprentice’s
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Lodge was opened in due form." [t was
then agreed that the new lodge should be
known by the name of ‘¢ Western Star.”

Regular meetings were thercafter had,
petitions were received, referred and acted
upon, and on February 3, 1806, one CHARLES
QUEREY was duly initiated—the first person
to receive Masonic Light within the present
territorial limits of the State.

The Lodge worked under dispensation
until March 24, 1806, when its authority
expired by limitation. A petition was there-
upon again addressed to the Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania, praying for a warrant of
constitution.  This prayer was likewise
granted by that body, and on June 2, 1806,
a charter was issued whereby Western Star
Lodge, of Kaskaskia, became No. 107 of its
register.

The Lodge was constituted by Bro. Ros-
ERT ROBINSON, as proxy for the Grand Mas-
ter of Pennsylvania, on September 13, 1806,
with Bro. JAMES EDGAR as Worshipful Mas-
ter, a ‘“Past Masters’ Lodge" bcing duly
opened for that purpose. Bro. EDGAR then
installed Bros. MIcHAEL JoNEs and JAMES
GILBREATH as his Wardens.

The first visitor to the Lodge after con-
stitution was ‘¢ SHADRACH Bonp, Jr., of
Temple Lodge, Baltimore, Maryland,” who,
on the same evening (Oct. 4), petitioned
for affiliation. The first person initiated
after constitution “ Captain JAMES
Moorg,” who was admitted Nov. 1. The
first election under the charter was held
Dec. 6, when Bro. EDGAR was re-elected.

For ten years this ¢ Western Star”
diffused its mild radiance over the prairies of
Illinois in solitude, for it was not until 1815
that a second lodge was chartered within
the State. It held regular meetings, the
record of which discloses a faithful attention

was

to Masonic forms and precedents, and gen-
erally continued to perform the works of
Masonry in a proper and cxemplary man-
ner. On one occasion we find that a peti-
tion for degreces ¢*was ordered returned on
the ground of insufficient acquaintance with
the petitioner;"” on another, charges were
preferred against a brother who had ab-
sconded, ‘*to the great injury of his cred-
itors generally.” So we find that, where a
difference had arisen between some of the
brethren, a commnittec was appointed to en-
deavor to effect a reconciliation, and later
on we find that the committee were success-
ful. The festivals of the Sts. John seem to
have been rcgularly observed by a proces-
sion, an address and by partaking of a din-
ner, and, as the records sometimes say,
‘tother refreshments provided for the oc-
casion.”

On Oct. 16, 1811, an emergent commu-
nication was held for the funeral of Bro.
RoBERT RoBINSON, when a M. Masons’
Lodge was opened in ample form and pro-
ceeded to the place of interment, and after
the usual solemnities returned and closedin
harmony.” This was probably the first
Masonic funeral in the State.

On Nov. 1, 1817, Bro. JAMEs EDGAR,
one of the founders of the ILodge, passed
away, and his remains were buried with
Masonic honors.

At the mecting of February 7, 1818,
Bro. JoNEs, being *‘on his way to the East-
ern States,”” was commissioned to procure
jewels for the use of the Lodge, and in the
execution of such commission was particu-
larly cautioned ‘‘to have regard to the
funds of the LLodge.”

April 6, 1818, there is noted among the
visitors Bro. EpMuND ROBERTS, whose rank
is stated to be that of ‘<« Mark Master."”
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Reduced fac-simile of the Charter of Western Star the original in the archives
of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, through the courtesy of Dr. EDWARD S. WyYCKOFF, Philadelphia.)

Lodge at Kaskaskia. (Reproduced from
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On St. John's Day (June 24), 1818, the
Lodge proceeded to the court-house and
listened to an oration by Bro. James M.
DuncaN, after which they repaired to the
house of Bro. Foukk and partook of dinner
‘*and other refreshments.” This is the first
record of a public Masonic oration.

In September, 1815, the seccond star was
added to the Masonic constellation of the
State through the institution of a lodge at
Shawneetown by the Grand Master of Ken-
tucky. In August of the succeeding year
(1816) it received a charter as Lawrence
Lodge, No. 34, Bro. M. W. FISHER being
the first Master. Unfortunately but little
can be said with reference to the history of
this Lodge. It continued on the register
of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky until 1824,
when it united with the first Grand Lodge
of Illinois, but owing to the non-preserva-
tion of its own records, and the destruction
by fire of the records and archives of the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky, no further in-
formation can be obtained concerning it.
Nothing further was done toward establish-
ing lodges for four years, when a dispensa-
tion was issued by the Grand Master of
Tennessee to sundry brethren residing at or
near Edwardsville, and on October 6, 1819,
they received a charter as Libanus Lodge,
No. 29.

A further dispensation was issued for the
institution of a lodge at Belleville, June 28,
1820, which was surrendered the following
year. During the year 1822 the Grand
Lodge of Missouri, which had been organ-
ized the vear before, issued warrants for the
formation of Olive Branch Lodge, at Alton;
Vandalia Lodge, at Vandalia; Sangamo
Lodge, at Springfield; Union Lodge, at
Jonesboro, and Eden Lodge, at Covington.
During the same year a dispensation was

issued by the Grand Master of Indiana for
Albion Lodge, at Albion. This was the
situation at the time of the organization of
the first Grand Lodge, in December, 1822.

THE
BWLAWS
OF
LIBANUS LOD@D,

N 0. 29.

EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS.

L < Y .

¢¢ Silence and Circumspection.®

T.J. M’Guire, & Co. Printers,
Edwardsrille, Illinois.

Fac-simile of Title Page of the By-Laws of Libanus
Lodge. (From the original in the collection of the
Editor.)

The formation of a Grand Lodge in
Missouri in 1821 served as a stimulus for
the lodges of Illinois, although the question
of the propriety of a Grand Lodge organi-
zation had been discussed for a year pre-
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ceding. The initiative in this movement
seems to have been taken by Libanns Lodge,
at Edwardsville, during the fall of the year
1820, and communications were by it ad-
dressed to the-several lodges of the State
suggesting that measures be taken for the
formation of a Grand Lodge at Vandalia
‘“ during the sitting of the next General As-
sembly.” The suggestions seemed to have
been renewed the year following and to have
met the approval of a majority of the
lodges, but it was not until the close of the
year 1822 that the project took definite
shape or tangible form.

Of the history of the pioneer Grand
LLodge but little can be written. Its pro-
ceedings, in part at least, were printed, but
only a few copies of 1solated years are now
known to be in existence, while the meager
records and other documentary matters that
survived the wreck of 1828 have been de-
stroyed in the successive fires that have con-
sumed the archives of the present Grand
_ Lodge. DBut from authentic data it would
seem that on December 9, 1822, a meeting
of delegates was held at Vandalia, then the
Capital of the State, at which eight lodges

were represented. A constitution was
adopted and by resolution it was declared
that if a majority of the lodges should
concur in the proceedings of the convention
*then the Grand Lodge shall be considered
as duly organized, and the Grand Master
shall order the first meeting of the same at
such time as he shall think proper.” The
convention, by ballot, then proceeded to
elect officers, with the following result:

SHADRACH BoND—M. W. Grand Master.

Jonn Y. SAWYER—Gr. Sr. Warden.

Wit M. ALEXANDER—Gr. ]Jr. Warden.

RicHarD 1. McKINNEY—Gr. Secretary.

JaMmEs O. WATTLES—Gr. Treasurer.

By the terms of the constitution the
Grand Master was empowered to appoint
his deputy, conforming in this respect to
the old customs and constitutions, ‘‘and
until the Grand Lodge shounld, by its By-
Laws, otherwise provide,” was also privi-
leged to appoint all the lesser officers.

Pending the ratification of the action of
the delegates by their respective lodges,
Vandalia LLodge was made the depositary
and custodian of the econstitution and the
official records of the convention.

THE FIRST GRAND LODGE.

F THE pioneer Grand Lodge we know

but little. The destructive agencies of

time have well nigh obliterated every trace
of this ancient and interesting body, and even
its traditions have passed away with the
death of the older generation. It is much
to be regretted that no steps were taken to
preserve its memory at a time when such

measures were practicable, and that Illinois
alone, of all the Western jurisdictions, is un-
able to present a reliable and connected his-
tory of the Craft within its territorial limits.

That the actions of the delegates to the
Vandalia convention of December, 1822,
were confirmed by a majority of the lodges,
and the constitution framed at that time
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adopted, is certain. So, too, it is known
that a communication of the new Grand
Lodge was held in December, 1823, at which
time it would seem that a formal organiza-
tion was effected and the officers elected by
the convention were installed. But no
record of this meeting can be found, nor is
any known to exist. The meeting was held
in the old State House at Vandalia, where
also were kept the archives and records of
the Grand Lodge. This building was soon
afterward destroyed by fire and it is prob-
able that in the conflagration were con-
sumed all of the early memorials.

Of the lodges that participated in the
initial communication we can hazard only a
conjecture. The lodges at Kaskaskia, Shaw-
neetown and Edwardsville, the oldest in the
State, had not at the time of the communi-
cation of 1824 succeeded in severing their
connection with the Grand Lodges by whom
they were chartered, but as the first three
numbers of the registry were allotted to
them respectively, it is fair to presume that
they were represented at the organization.

The second annual communication was
held at Vandalia, December 6, 1824, JAMES
HaLr, D. G. M., presiding. The record of
this meeting is little more than a brief epit-
ome of routine business. The session,
however, seems to have lasted five days and
was supplemented by two adjourned ses-
sions, the last of which occurred on January
1, 1825,

The lodges which had assisted in the
formation of Grand ILodge and had neg-
lected to surrender their old charters, were
notified to do so within six months or be
stricken from the roll; the D. G. M. was
authorized ‘‘and required to visit each and
every lodge under the jurisdiction of this
Grand Lodge once in each year;” Vandalia

Lodge, having ‘‘paid to Col. WILLIAM
BERRY the sum of forty dollars as compen-
sation for the loss of his sword destroyed by
the conflagration of the State House,” was
exempted from payment of dues.

The election resulted in the choice of
Bro. James HaLL as Grand Master, who,
with the other officers, received due invest-
iture of office in a ‘* Lodge of Past Masters.”
This custom of installing officers in a
““LLodge of Past Masters” was also followed
by the second Grand Lodge of 1840, while
record evidence of its employment in Grand
Lodge may be found after the year 1850.

Charters were granted for the constitu-
tion of Palestine (No. 10) and Greene (No.
11) Lodges. Greene Lodge was located at
Carrollton. The location of Palestine ILodge
is not known, nor can any information be
obtained concerning it beyond the mere
statement that such lodge received a char-
ter. It is thought, however, that it was
located at Palestine, Crawford county.

The returns show that eight lodges, in-
cluding those chartered at this session, were
at this time in the obedience of Grand
Lodge, while the lodges at Kaskaskia,
Shawneetown and Edwardsville were re-
garded as constituents, although still under
the jurisdiction of other Grand Lodges.
Counting these latter, which subsequently
came in, eleven lodges were borne on the
registry.

With the exception of the adjourned
session of the communication of 1824, held
on January 1, 1825, no meeting of any kind
seems to have been held during that year.

A special communication was held at the
State House, in the town of Vandalia,
January 3, 1826, M. W. James HALL pre-
siding. Four lodges ‘only were formally
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represented, although visitors from other
lodges seem to have been present.

By resolution, the annual communica-
tion not having been held at the time pro-
vided, the by-laws were ¢ dispensed with”
and Grand Lodge proceeded to the election
of officers, which resulted in the re-election
of Bro. HALL as Grand Master. Where-
upon ‘‘the Grand Lodge was dispensed
with, and a lodge of Past Masters opened,”
when the grand officers were ‘‘duly in-
stalled.”

Eight lodges made returns to this com-
munication. The reports do not seem to
to have been in all respects satisfactory,
however, and a number of lodges were
delinquent in the important item of ‘‘dues.”
As a result Bro. HENRY H. Snow was ap-
pointed an agent of Grand Lodge with
authority and instructions ¢ to visit all the
subordinate lodges, introduce a uniform
mode of working, examine by-laws and pro-
ceedings, settle the accounts of each with
Grand Lodge., receive all balances due,
and report to the next annual communica-
tion.” Whether Bro. S~xow, who, by virtue
of this commission, became the first Grand
Lecturer in the State, actually performed
these varied duties we do not know, as no
record of the succeeding communications
have come down to us.

Charters were granted to Illion (No. 12)
and Frontier (No. 13) Lodges, while a pe-
tition ‘¢ of brethren residing in and near the
county of Pike" received favorable consid-
eration. The records do not disclose that
any charter was issued to these latter, but
it is possible that such a lodge was char-
tered under the distinctive name ¢‘La Fay-
ette.”

It would seem that at this time. there
were fifteen lodges in the obedience of the

Grand Lodge. as follows: Western Star,
No. 1, at Kaskaskia; Lawrence, No. 2, at
Shawneetown; Libanus, No. 3, at Edwards-
ville; Olive Branch, No. 4, at Upper Alton;
Vandalia, No. 5, at Vandalia; Union, No.
6, at Jonesboro; Eden, No. 7, at Coving-
ton; Hiram, No. 8, location unknown, but
supposed to be at Brownsville; Albion, No.
9, at Albion; Palestine, No. 10, location
unknown, but supposed to be in Crawford
county; Greene, No. 11, at Carrollton;
Illion, No. 12, location unknown, probably
at Carlyle; Frontier, No. 13, at Lewiston;
La Fayette, No. 14, location unknown,
probably in Pike county; Sangamo, No.
15, at Springfield. Of these, Western Star
Lodge was still a constituent of the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, by whom its char-
ter had practically been arrested for failure
to make returns and pay dues. Late in the
year 1325, all differences having been ad-
justed, permission was granted to ‘¢ Lodge
107" (Western Star) by the Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania to surrender its warrant,
retaining its jewels and other property, with
permission to apply to the Grand Lodge of
Illinois for a new charter. The official no-
tice of this action does not seem to have
been received by Western Star Lodge in
time to render the permission available at
the session of 1826, nor was it until Janu-
ary 27, 1827, that any formal steps were
taken to unite with Grand Lodge. Sanga-
mo Lodge, at this time, was also suspended
by the Grand Lodge of Missouri.

Grand Lodge met again in annual com-
munication on January 3, 1827, when Guy
W. SuMiITH is supposed to have been elected
Grand Master, but of this meeting no record
is now believed to be in existence. The
only known copy of the proceedings was
destroyed in a fire which consumed the ar-
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chives of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky.
Six lodges were represented at this com-
munication, and from the proceedings the
Kentucky reviewer reported that the **state
of Masonry presented the most flattering and
encouraging prospects.” But those pros-
pects were never realized, and of the sub-
sequent career of Grand Lodge we know
nothing. That it met in 1828 is certain, as
a charter was that year granted to Western
Star I.odge, but beyond this bare announce-
ment no statement relative to Grand Lodge
or any of its constituents can be made. It
is to be hoped that some zealous brother
residing in the locality of some of the earlier

lodges may yet discover and bring to light
the long-lost records and other ancient me-
mortals of the Craft.

It has been stated that as early as 1826
there were lodges at Fort Clark (Peoria),
Fort Armstrong (Rock Island) and Fort
Dearborn (Chicago), presumably in connec-
tion with or attached to the garrisons sta-
tioned at such points; but the writer has
been unable to verify these statements or to
discover the slightest foundation for same.
There were military lodges in Michigan long
prior to this date, but probably Detroit
marked the western limit of warrants of this
character.

THE INTERREGNUM.

REEMASONRY, in the year 1826, was

a widely diffused and popular institution.

It had extended to all of the Western States
and Territories, and numbered among its
adherents all classes and conditions of men,
including the highest dignitaries of church
and State. Before it lay an almost illimit-
able career of prosperity with nothing in
sight to check its onward march or interfere
with its well-earned reputation as an expos-
itor of the moral and social virtues. Twenty-
six Grand Lodges governed the Craft in as
many jurisdictions within the United States,
with one hundred and fifty thousand mem-
bers in their obedience. The high charac-
ter of the men who composed this sodality,
the distinguished names that adorned its
roll, as well as its unostentatious works in
every field of charity and benevolence, had
heretofore been sufficient to refute the

calumnies of spite and ignorance and to
silence the envenomed tongue of envy,
malice and hate. But this year occurred a
circumstance which was eagerly laid hold of
by the enemies of the fraternity as a weapon
of offense, and so effectually was it wielded
that for a time Freemasonry suffered a par-
tial eclipse.

This circumstance is known in Madsonic
and political history as the ¢ Morgan affair,”
and grew out of the disappearance from his
home at Batavia, N. Y., of a man named
WiLLiaM MorGaN. The authentic details
of this ‘“mysterious disappearance” have
never been made known, notwithstanding

the many ¢ confessions,” ‘‘true state-
ments,” ‘‘broken seals,” etc., with which
the public has been surfeited. Practically

all that can be said, with any degree of his-
torical accuracy, is, that on September 12,
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1826, MoRrGaN disappeared. Prior to that
time he had, as it is stated, been engaged
in the preparation of a pretended ‘‘ Exposi-
tion of Masonry.” It was therefore charged
that the Freemasons had removed him by
foul means. To substantiate this charge
not a scintilla of legal evidence has ever
been -produced, but fictions were quite as
serviceable to those who led the attack,
and the public mind was soon inflamed by
mendacious reports and virulent tirades
against the Masonic institution.

Upon the theory that Morcan had, under
false pretenses and against his will, been
conveyed out of the country and finally put
to death by drowning or other violent
means, a political party was established,
which for ten years continued to exercise a
visible influence upon the elections of the
nation. The opponents of Freemasonry,
without regard to prior affiliations, all
united 1n an effort for its disruption and
overthrow, and, under the leadership of
shrewd, unprincipled and dishonest politi-
cians, it seemed for a time as though this
purpose would be accomplished. With the
history of the anti-Masonic movement,
however, its rise, progress and ignominious
ending, this work is not concerned save as
it incidentally affected the craft in Illinois,
and for the general details of the same the
reader is referred to the numerous works
extant upon that subject.®

While the ‘‘storm,” as it has been not
inaptly termed, raged most fiercely in New
York and adjacent States, its blighting
effects were yet distinctly perceptible in the
West. Particularly is this true after it had
assumed a strictly political form. In 1827,
the year succeeding the ‘‘outrage,” Grand

* See William Morgan; or Political Anti-Masonry, by Morris;
N.Y., 1883, Masonry and Anti-Masonry, by Creigh. The Broken
Seal, by Greene, Letters on Masonry, by Adams.

Lodge met as usual. Unfortunately we
have no record of this communication, but
it was in commenting upon same that the
reviewer for the Grand Lodge of Kentucky
expressed the opinion that ¢‘the state of
Masonry presented the most flattering and
encouraging prospects.”’ Of the annual com-
munication of 1828 nothing is known save
that it was held and that a charter was
granted to Western Star Lodge. By 1829,
however, the anti-Masonic moyement had
attained the dignity of a political party and
before the consuming heat engendered by
party strife lodges and Grand Lodges began
to disintegrate and dissolve. The timid
and the time-serving, unwilling or unable
to resist the torrent of bitter invective
poured upon the Craft, renounced their
affiliations; in some instances lodges surren-
dered their charters and ceased to exist; in
others they passed into a condition of dor-
mancy without action. The Grand Lodge
of Missouri, sustained by a few loyal hearts
and strong wills, maintained its organization
and successfully resisted all attempts at dis-
solution; but on the east bank of the Missis-
sippi not one man seems to have been found
with strength to bear the trial or encounter
the ordeal. And so the pioneer Grand
Lodge, that should have been our pride and
glory, went down before the fiery storm of
persecution, and with it also went all of its
constituents, the last to surrender being the
historic ¢* Western Star.”

* * *

The period from 1829 to 1835 is a blank
in the Masonic history of the jurisdiction.
Notwithstanding his strenuous efforts, the
writer has been unable to discover the slight-
est symptom of Masonic life, and we are
forced to the conclusion that, whatever may






Reduced fac-simile of the original Charter of Bodley Lodge, No. 1. (Reproduced through the courtesy
of Dr. Josern ROBBINS, Quincy.)
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have been the state of the craft elsewhere,
in Illinois the worst predictions of its ene-
mies had been realized — Freemasonry was
dead.

* * e

The Anti-Masonic party reached the
zenith of its power and influence in the year
1831. From State organizations it had
grown to be a National body, and this year
it ventured to try its strength in the political
arena by placing in the field a Presidential
ticket. The ticket received but seven votes
in the electoral college, being the vote of
the State of Vermont. The defeat was sig-
nal and overwhelming. The ¢¢statesmen,”
who for power or pelf had espoused the
cause, now deserted it for more promising
fields; and the fanatics, unable to maintain
the organization without the aid of the poli-
ticians, saw with dismay the dissolving of
their brightest dreams and the annihilation
of their fondest hopes. By 1833 the party
had practically ceased to exist and after that
year we hear of it no more.

Had the material which composed the
early lodges been of the same sterling char-
acter that marked the membership in the
States immediately contiguous; had there
been but a handful of earnest men who
could not be moved by the clamor of the
multitude, the mild effulgence of the ¢ West-
ern Star,” though temporarily dimmed,
would never have been extinguished, and
the Grand Lodge, purified by the elimina-
tion of its dross, might have again resumed
its sway, stronger and better for the ordeal
through which it had passed. It is certain
that a number of the old lodges were in ex-
istence as late as 1829, and though the storm
had virtually passed by 1833, an interval of
only four years, not one of them was resus-
citated on the revival of Masonic interest.

The first efforts looking toward the re-
introduction of Freemasonry into Illinois,
for the State had now become ¢‘unoccupied
territory,” were made by a number of breth-
ren residing at Quincy. At a meeting held
December 6, 1834, for the purpose of con-
sidering the propriety of establishing a Ma-
sonic lodge, it was decided that a petition
for a dispensation be addressed to the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky. This was done, but
no action was taken thereon until the annual
communication of such Grand Lodge in
August of the year following. At this time
a dispensation was issued to DANIEL HARRI-
soN and sixteen others for a lodge to be held
at Quincy, 1ll., to be styled Bodley Lodge,
and H. H. SNxow was deputized to institute
same. The first meeting was held October
19, 1835, and stated communications were
held regularly thereafter. The year follow-
ing (1836) a charter was duly issued to it as
No. 97 of the registry of the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky. From that time until the
present it has maintained a continuous and
uninterrupted existence. Upon the organi-
zation of Grand Lodge it became No. 1, of
the registry, and in all matters pertaining to
the general welfare of the craft within the
jurisdiction it has ever exerted a marked in-
fluence and borne an important part.

The second lodge to be established after
the revival was located at Alton. On Au-
gust 25, 1836, ALEXANDER HART and seven
others petitioned the Grand Lodge of Mis-
souri for the establishment of a lodge at
Alton to be named ‘‘Franklin.”” The dis-
pensation was issued, but for somereason the
officers named did not qualify, and accord-
ingly a new petition was sent April 19, 1837,
and a new dispensation issued May r1oth of
that year. This Lodge, however, does not
seem to have thrived. It did not partici-
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pate in the formation of Grand Lodge, and
in 1840 seems to have been under censure
for failure to make returns. In 1842 the
Lodge was removed to Upper Alton, and in
1844 became a constituent of Grand Lodge
as No. 25.

In 1837 dispensations were issued by the
Grand Lodge of Missouri for a lodge at
Jacksonville to be called ‘‘Harmony,” and
by the Grand Lodge of Kentucky for a lodge
at Equality (Gallatin County) to be called
‘“Equality.” The petition for Harmony
Lodge contains a number of familiar names,
among them those of WiLLiaM B. WARREN
and ALEX. Duncar. The dispensation, al-
though granted in 1837, does not seem to
have been received until November 30, 1838.
It became No. 24 of the registry of Missouri.
Equality ILodge became No. 102, of the
registry of Kentucky. To this latter Lodge
belongs the honor of being the first Masonic
body to perform the ceremony of laying a
corner-stone within the State of Illinois.
This interesting event occurred February
23, 1838, when Bro. A. B. DaAkg, W. M.,
assisted by the Lodge, ‘‘laid the corner-
stone of the public work” at Shawneetown,
“in due and ancient form.” Equality
Lodge participated in the formation of Grand
ILodge and was assigned No. 2 on the reg-
istry, but did not become a constituent until
1843.

In 1838 a dispensation was granted by
the Grand Lodge of Missouri for the forma-
tion of Temperance Lodge at Vandalia.

In 1839 the Grand Lodge of Missouri
issued dispensations for the institution of
Far West Lodge, at Galena; Springfield
Lodge, at Springfield; Mount Moriah Lodge,
at Hillsboro, and Columbus ILodge, at
Columbus. Thus it will be seen that at
the close of the year 1839 there were
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nine lodges, chartered or under dispensa-
tion, at work within the State. Of the
petitioners for these lodges a few were

The old Masonic Hall at Springfield. (From a
sketch in the collection of Albert T. Hey, Esq.,
Springfield). The building was of brick. The
Masonic Hall occupied the upper story and the only
entrance to same was through the store room on the
first floor.

former members of some of the old Illinois
lodges, but the larger number hailed
from without the jurisdiction and the fa-
miliar names shown in the records of the
first Grand Lodge only a few years before
are wholly wanting. -

With the revival of interest and the
multiplication of lodges came the natural
desire for local self-government. As early
as May 1, 1837, Bodley Lodge passed a reso-
lution for the appointment of a committee
‘“to ascertain how many Lodges in this State
are organized, preparatory to organizing a
Grand Lodge of Illinois, to be held in the
town of Quincy.” But nothing came of
this resolution, as at that time Bodley
Lodge was the only organization in the
State under charter, while only two others
(Franklin and Equality) existed under dis-
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pensation. The initiative in the matter of
a Grand Lodge seems to have been taken
by Harmony Lodge, of Jacksonville. In
June, 1839, this Lodge addressed a letter to
the different lodges of the State with refer-
ence to the formation of a Grand Lodge,
and suggested that the several lodges send
delegates to a convention to be held at
Jacksonville on December 27 of that year.
The project was favorably received by the
lodges, and the convention, as suggested,
was held, but the time selected was not
conducive to a general attendance. The
propriety of forming a Grand Lodge was
discussed by those present, and, as many of

the lodges not represented sent letters of
approval, it was unanimously decided that
a Grand Lodge should be formed. The
preliminary measures, in view of the small
number in attendance, were postponed until
“‘the first Monday of April next,” when an-
other convention was to be held at the
same place, ‘“when,” as one of the reports
of the convention reads,* ‘‘it is expected
the lodges generally will be represented,
the place for the permanent location of the
Grand Lodge will be selected, the officers
elected, and the Grand Lodge finally con-
stituted.”

* Report of delegates made to Springfield Lodge.

THE SECOND GRAND LODGE.

1840.

ITH the close of the year 1839 came

the end of the interregnum. The

storm of fanaticism, having spent its fury,
had passed away, and, though a few lingering
clouds of malice and hate might still be
faintly discerned upon the political horizon,
public sentiment had undergone a marked
change with respect tothe objects, purposes
and practical workings of the Masonic insti-
tution. Inthe neighboring States of Missouri
and Kentucky, as well as other localities in
‘the West, Grand Lodges were in successful
operation, while from other parts of the
country came continued assurances of in-
creasing prosperity. Inspired by the favor-
able outlook, the craft in Illinois began to
formulate plans looking toward the organi-
zation of a Grand Lodge. As we have seen,

an informal convention, with this end in
2

view, was held at the town of Jacksonville
on December 27, 1839, and an agreement
was reached for an organization meeting on
the first Monday of April following. But
whether because of the meager attendance
on that occasion, or for some other reason,
not now apparent, a second ‘‘convocation’”
composed of delegates from ‘‘several” of
the lodges of the State, was held at the

_same place on Janunary 20, 1840, at which

time it was

Resolved, That it is expedient and proper that a
Grand Lodge for the State of Illinois be established
upon principles consistent with, and subordinate to,
the general regulations and ancient constitutions of.
Freemasonry; and that Brothers W. B. WARREN and.
W. S. VANCE, of Jacksonville, and J. Apams and M.
HELM, of Springfield, be a committee to correspond
with the several lodges in the State, and ask their co-
operation and assistance, and request their attendance
by representative or proxy, at a convention to be
holden at Jacksonville, on the 6th day of April, A, D.
1840, A. L. 5840, for the purpose of discussing the pro-
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-priety of establishing a Grand Lodge for the State of
Illinois, and determining the best place for locating
‘the same.

As the result of such resolution, and in
pursuance of the correspondence thereby
_authorized, a convention, was held at Jack-
sonville on April 6, 1840, at which repre-
sentatives were present from Bodley, Spring-
field, Columbus, Far West, Harmony and
Equality Lodges.

The Masonic Hall at Jacksonville, in which Grand
Lodge organized. (From a photograph in the collec-
‘tion of Bro. HALLOWELL, Jacksonville). This was
regarded as the finest building in the city at the time.
It 1s still standing, and, except that it has been modern-
ized by .the introduction of large window panes and
other accessories, presents much the same external
-appearance now as in 1840. The Masonic Hall was
Jocated in the third story. k

A lodge of Master Masons was opened,
and, after the object of the meeting had been
‘considered and discussed, it was unaniméus‘ly
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Resolved, That the several subordinate Lodges of
Ancient Freemasonry in the State of Illinois here as-
sembled, represented by delegates and proxies prop-
erly aathorized, consider it as a matter of right and as
conducive to the general benefit of Masonry, that a
Grand Lodge be established in the State of Illinois,
and that they now proceed to establish, organize and
locate the same accordingly, to be known and desig-
nated by the name of the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

A constitution was then adopted, and,
-after several ballots, the location of the
‘Grand Lodge was decided in favor of Jack-
sonville. Then followed the election of
officers, which resulted as follows:

M. W, ABRAHAM JONAS....verrennnnrrnnnnnns G. M.
R. W.JAMES ADAMS...cccvvvnenneennn. eoo D, G, M.
W.W.S.VANCE ... iivi i iiiiieeennann G.S.'W.
H. RODGERS.....iiiiiiiiiiiinneeennnns G.J. W.
W.B.WARREN......iviiitiniinnnnnnnn. G. Sec.
A.DUNLAP ...t iiiiieeee veenen G. Treas.

The Grand Lodge then took a recess
until April 28th. Bro. Jonas, the Grand
Master-elect, was not present at the session
of April 6th, and presumably the recess was
taken to secure his attendance, but the
record shows that when Grand Lodge was
again called to labor, on April 28th, he was
still absent. This circumstance, however,
was not permitted to impede the organiza-
tion of Grand Lodge, for we find that, ‘‘on
motion, all but Past Masters having retired,
a convocation of Past Masters was declared
open, and the M. W. Grand Master was in-
stalled 4y proxy, and the grand honors paid
him agreeably to ancient form and usage.”

The order of precedence of lodges was

‘then established whereby Bodley Lodge

became No. 1, of the new registry ; Equal-
ity, No. 2; Harmony, No. 3; Springfield,
No. 4; Far West, No. 5; and Columbus,
No. 6. In addition to these lodges there
were also active bodies at Vandalia, Hills-
boro, and Alton, but why they did not par-
,‘ticipate in the movement is not known. Of
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the six fodges that thus combined to form
the present Grand Lodge, four are still in
existence and bear the numbers originally
assigned to them. Far West Lodge, for
some reason, declined to accept a charter
at the time, and did not become a constitu-
ent until 1846. After 1849 it ceased to
make returns, and in 1852 its charter was
forfeited for non-compliance with the rules.
Columbus Lodge surrendered its charter and
became extinct in 1845-6.

It would seem that at the organization
meeting of January 2oth there were pres-
ent but thirteen persons, including eight
representatives from the six lodges that
participated in the formation of Grand
Lodge. At the annual communication of
1895, the date of this writing, over one
thousand persons were present, as officers,
representatives, committeemen or visitors.

The first annual communication, or, as
it is styled in the old records, ‘‘convoca-
tion,” of the Grand Lodge after its organ-
ization, was held at Jacksonville on October
20 of the same year (1840), with M. W.
Bro. Jonas presiding and four lodges repre-
sented. The record is meager in respect to
details. Apparently, in those days, the
Grand Master delivered no ‘‘address’” at
the opening of Grand Lodge, nor does this
feature seem to have become established
until eight or ten years afterward. A peti-
tion for dispensation was received from
several brethren at Peoria, but was not
granted owing to non-compliance with By-
Laws. This was the first petition received.
No charters were granted at this session.

At the election Bro. JoNAs was again
chosen Grand Master and Bro. WM. B.
WARREN Grand Secretary. Bro. STEPHEN
A. Doucras was elected as Grand Orator,
and, on motion, it was

Resolved, That brothers HerLwm, DuNLAP and
JoNES be appointed a committee to inform Brother
DouGLras of his election, and inform him that an
oration on the principles of Masonry will be expected
of him on the second day of our next Grand Annual
Convocation.

But while Bro. DoucLAs was the first
Grand Orator, it does not appear that he
ever qualified or performed the duties of
this office.

As appears by the record, ¢“All but Past
Masters having retired, a convocation of
Past Masters was declared. The M. W.
ABRAHAM JoNas, Grand Master-elect, was
introduced and installed according to ancient
form and usage. The convocation of Past
Masters was dissolved, and the Grand
Lodge stood open to the Masters' degree,
when’’ the remaining officers were installed
and ‘‘received the congratulations of the
brethren.”

The total membership reported to the
Grand Lodge at this session was ninety-
seven. Its financial condition is not shown,
but it is known that only through the gen-
erosity of one of its officers (Bro. JaMEs
ADAMS) it was enabled to meet its pecuniary
obligations.

During the year 1840 Temperance
Lodge, at Vandalia, Mount Moriah Lodge,
at Hillsboro, and Franklin Lodge, at Alton,
continued under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of Missouri, while a dispensation was
issued from the same source, on October 10,
for Clinton Lodge, at the town of Carlyle.
Dispensations were also issued by the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky for lodges at Dixon
and Ottawa. As Far West Lodge at Galena,
although it participated in the organization,
still continued its allegiance to the Grand
Lodge of Missouri, it will be seen that at
the close of the first official year of the
Grand Lodge there were seven lodges within

13
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its territory that did not owe it fealty, and
it was not until several years after that all
of the lodges holding. foreign charters finally
came within its obedience.

The “Grand East” of 1840. (From a photograph
in the collection of Bro. HALLOWI«:LL,G]acksonville.)
This chair was occupied by the first Grand Master
and other presiding officers of the Grand Bodies
formed in Jacksonville. It was and is now the prop-
erty of Harmony Lodge, No.3. .

1841.

The second annual communication of
the Grand Lodge was held at Jacksonville,
Oct. 4, 1841, M. W. Bro. JoNas presiding,
with representatives from four chartered
lodges and one lodge under dispensation.
The Grand Lodge was opened ‘‘according
to ancient form and usage” and at once
proceeded to consider

A petition from Juliet Lodge, Juliet, 1llinois, pray-
ing a Charter.

A petition from Brother SAMUEL H. GILBERT,
and others, residing at Chicago, praying a dispensa-
tion — recommended by Juliet Lodge.

A petition from Friendship Lodge, Dixon, 1llinois,
praying a Charter.

It would seem also that during the recess

Grand Lodge the Grand Master had

granted a dispensation to Bro. GEo. A. PaT-
TERSON and others for a lodge at Decatur,
to be called Macon Lodge, and to Bro.
LuTHER WoODWARD and others for a lodge
at Peru, to be called St. John’s Lodge. Ma-
con made a return to this session and re-
ceived a charter as No. 8. Friendship
Lodge, which had been organized the pre-
ceding year by dispensation from the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky, was also granted a
charter and became No. 7 of the registry.
Charters were also directed to issue to the
petitioners at Chicago and ‘‘Juliet” on
compliance with Grand Lodge By-laws.

The committee appointed at the last
communication to inform the Grand Orator
of his election reported that they had per-
formed that duty, but in consequence of
Bro. DoucLas not being able to attend they
had selected Bro. J. A. McDougALL, who
would deliver an address at the Rev. Mr.
Toop’s church ¢the next day.” The
Grand Marshal was directed to ‘‘make all
necessary arrangements for the procession,”
and on the succeeding afternoon the oration
was duly delivered. The feature thus in-
augurated has been observed with com-
mendable regularity during the entire exist-
ence of Grand Lodge.

A cash account 1s shown at this session
whereby it appears that the revenue of the
Grand Lodge for the year was $124.00.

The election again resulted in the choice
of Bro. Jonas for Grand Master, and, as on
previous years, he was ¢‘introduced and in-
stalled” in a convocation of Past Masters.
Apparently, however, this was the last time
the ceremony was employed in Grand
Lodge.

* * *

The history of Freemasonry in Illinois,

from this point, is mainly a rehearsal of the
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transactions of the Grand IL.odge. As this
ancient fraternity has for its primary object
the cultivation of the moral and social vir-
tues, and concerns itself only with the arts
of peace, the historian can recount no thrill-
ing episodes; and as it eschews all secular
questions of a political or religious nature
it cannot figure as a factor in any of the
public movements which involve either
church or state. Therefore the ordinary
elements which enter into historical compo-
sitions are here utterly lacking. Yet the
course of Illinois Freemasonry, from its in-
troduction until the present time, is not de-
void of interest either to the initiated or the
profane, for even the simple record of an
organization that dates ¢‘from a time when
the memory of man runneth not to the con-
trary; "’ that with no cohesive bond stronger
than the impulse of human affection has yet
withstood all the mutations of time; that
after centuries of active life shows no dimi-
nution of pristine vigor, is worthy the
perusal of every student of sociology, every
friend of rational liberty and human progress.

Since the date of its organization in 1840
the Grand Lodge of Illinois has met annu-
ally and has published the record of its
transactions. These consist of statements
of the routine business of the communica-
tions. The names of the officers elected to
conduct its affairs; the committees to whom
have been intrusted the consideration of the
special matters of each communication; the
reports of the officers and committees; the
financial statements of its treasurers; the
specific methods of the disbursements of its
funds; the roll of its constituent members;
the subordinate lodges, and the records of
the creation of new lodges by dispensation
and charter. To the student all of these
matters are not without interest, but to the

general reader they are, in the main, of no
special value. Inasmuch as those desiring
details may resort to the original sources of
information, and as all of the transactions
are now fairly accessible to every inquirer,
it does not seem profitable, for the purposes
of this work, to attempt either a reproduc-
tion of the records or even an epitome of the
proceedings of the annual communications.
But in order to preserve the chronological
continuity of our review a brief allusion will
be made to each year and the salient fea-
tures of the annual sessions will be selected
for special mention. After this, so far as
the limits of space will permit, such topics
of general interest as may seem desirable
will be taken up and considered.

The indulgent reader will further ob-
serve that this work does not purport to be
a history. It is simply a ¢‘compend,”
brought together under great pressure both
of time and space. The ‘‘history” of Fre-
masonry in Illinois is yet to be written, and
when the auspicious time shall come for the
accomplishment of that great work, some
abler pen than that of the writer will engage
the theme.

1842.

The third annual communication of
Grand Lodge was held at Jacksonville Octo-
ber 3, 1842, Bro. JoNas presiding as Grand
Master, and representatives present from five
chartered lodges and one lodge U. D.

During this year Masonry had evidently
become more popular in the State, for the
Grand Master reported the granting of seven
dispensations. A charter was issued to
Rushville Lodge, at Rushville, as No. 9, and
Bro. LEvi Lusk was allowed to take his
seat as its representative.

At this session the germ of the now pop-

ular ¢‘correspondence committee’’ was
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evolved in the adoption of the following
resolution:

' ‘Resoleed, Thata Committee on Foreign Relations
shall be appointed, to whom shall be referred all cor-
respondence between this Grand Lodge and other
Grand Lodges, and all communications from abroad.
. And Bros. Lusk and DUNLAP became
the first committee. i

The election resulted in the choice of
Bro. MErepiTH HELM as Grand Master.
The precedents of former years, however,
were not followed, for instead of a ‘“convo-
cation of Past Masters” conducting the in-
stallation, we find that the ‘“Grand Lodge
then repaired to the Rev. Mr. Topp’s
church, under the conduct of the Grand
Marshal; when the Grand Officers-elect
were severally installed by the M. W. P.
G. M. Jonas.
priate sermon was then delivered by the
M. W. G. Chaplain, after which the Grand
Lodge returned to the Grand Hall.”

This was the first public installation of
Grand Officers, and the precedent thus set
was followed for many years.

As previously stated, there were within
the State at this time a number of lodges
chartered by the Grand Lodge of Missourt,
whose fealty Grand LLodge had been unable
to obtain. An effort was now made to se-
cure these lodges by the adoption of the
following:

WHEREAS, It has been represented to this Grand
Lodge that there are several subordinate lodges in
this State working under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of Missouri; and, whereas, this Grand Lodge is
in a state of infancy, whilst the Grand Lodge of Mis-
souri is in a state of . affluence, and not doubting her
willingness to extend the hand of friendship and assist-

ance to her sister Grand Lodge; and believing, more-
over, that it wonld be conducive to the interests of Ma-

sonry that the Grand Lodge of each State should gov-

ern and control the Masonic family within its bounds;
therefore,
Resolved, That Bro. Grand Secretary be requested

A very eloquent and appro-

to visit the Grand Lodge of Missouri at its next Annual.
Communication, and request said Grand Lodge (as the.
Grand Lodge of Kentucky has done) to dissolve the
connection existing between themselves and the sub-’
ordinate lodges:in the State of Illinois; and, further,
to tender to said Grand Lodge the best wishes of this
Grand Lodge for her Masonic success, and our desire
for an interchange of those social relations which have
characterized our fraternity for so many ages.

The committee on ‘‘Foreign Communi-
cations’” made its report, which derives its
chief interest” at this time as a subject for
comparison with present productions of
correspondence committees. The entire
report was as follows:

The Committee on Foreign Communications ask.
leave to report that they have examined the proceed-
ings of the following named Grand Lodges, viz.: The
Grand Lodges of Kentucky, for the year 1841; Mis-
souri, 1840 and 1841; Indiana, 1841; North Carolina,
1840; Mississippi, 1842, and also a Masonic Calendar
of the Grand Lodge of the Republic of Texas, contain-’
ing a list of the Grand Officers of the lodges subordi-
nate thereto, and also a constitution of said Grand
Lodge. These are all the communications that have
been received from Grand Lodges. ’

Your committee have not been able to find any-
thing therein that reqnires the immediate action of this
Grand Lodge, or of general interest, except the action
of some of the Grand Lodges above named upon
the proceedings of a Masonic convention, holden in
Baltimore in March, 1842, which your committee have
had under consideration, and after mature delibera-,
tion have been unable to bring themselves to any defi-
nite conclusion as to the course that this Grand Lodge’
ought to pursue, and therefore recommend -that the
proceedings of said conventton be read in open lodges,,

During the recess of Grand Lodge the
Grand Master had issued a dispensation to
sundry brethren at Nauvoo. This town.
was then rapidly achieving notoriety as the
earthly abiding place of the ‘‘saints” of
the ¢latter day,” a community afterward
widely known as ‘“Mormons.”” The lodge
commenced work March 15, 1842, and con-
tinued until August 11th following, when.
its operations were suspended by an edict
of the Grand Master. During this brief in-
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terval its returns show that it had initiated
286 candidates, or more than six times as
many as all of the lodges in Illinois com-
bined during the entire Masonic year. The
suspension was caused by a complaint from
Bodley Lodge, at Quincy, that the lodge at
Nauvoo was being conducted in *‘ a manner
un-Masonic and highly dangerous to our be-
loved institution.” The matter came be-
fore Grand I.odge at this session, but if any
formal charges were presented the record
fails to disclose same. The Committee on
Returns of Lodges, to whom the matter
seems to have been referred, reported that
it had examined the returns, together with
** the papers and correspondence " referred
to it, and further:

Your committee regret that the original records
of the work of said lodge have not been sent up, as
required by the M. W. G. Master in his order sus-
pending the labor of said lodge. But from the report,
as well as the transcript of the proceedings of the
lodge exhibited, the work appears to conform to the
requirements of this Grand Lodge.

It appears, however, from documentary and other
evidence before the committee that there is some rea-
son to fear that the intention and ancient landmarks
of our institution have been departed from, to an inex-
cusable extent. The facts in the case, however, your
committee are of the opinion can only be satisfactorily
ascertained by a careful inspection of the original
records, and thorough investigation of the whole pro-
ceedings. Such a course your committee believe is
due as well to the brethren of Nauvoo Lodge as to
this Grand Lodge, and the craft generally; and should
our fears prove groundless, as the committee still hope
they will, none will be more benefited by the investi-
gation than the lodge under consideration; but should
they in any considerable degree be realized the sooner
the facts are ascertained the better.

In view of the circumstances it was then,

Resolved, That a special commillee be appointed,
whose duty it shall be to repair to Nauvoo forthwith,
and examine the original minutes of Nauvoo Lodge,
and diligently inquire into any irregularity or miscon-
duct alleged to have been committed by said Lodge,
and to examine persons and papers connected with
the subject, and report the facts to the M, W. Grand

Master; and if he shall deem them of such characier
as to justify such a course, he shall either direct the
injunction, suspending the work of said Lodge, to be
continued until the next regular communication, or
direct the dispensation granted by Grand Master
Jonas to be continued, and the Lodge be permitted to
work under the same until the next Grand Annual
Communication of this Grand Lodge; and that said
committee be allowed a reasonable compensation for
their expenses.

The committee was appointed, per-
formed its task, and reported to the Grand
Master immediately after the Grand Lodge
session. It would seem, however, that the
general odium which was then commencing
to attach itself to the people of Nauvoo, or
with greater strictness to that portion there-
of which was embraced within the commun-
ion of the new sect (Mormons), had to some
extent colored the accusations made against
the lodge, for the committee, ‘‘after a care-
ful and laborious examination of both per-
sons and papers,” found that ‘‘ the principal
charges which had been made against the
lodge were groundless, and without proof to
sustain them.”’* It found that the lodge
was guilty of an irregularity in permitting a
ballot for more than one applicant at a time,
and on one occasion had received an appli-
cant ‘‘of at least doubtful character on
promise of reformation;” but this seems to
have been the extent of the derelictions;
wherefore the committee recommended that
the dispensation be continued until the next
annual communication of Grand Lodge.
The Grand Master (Bro. HELM) thereupon
approved of the recommendation, lifted his
edict of suspension, and then, presumably
to show that he entertained no ill feeling for
the ¢ saints,” issued his dispensations for
the institution of 7zvo new lodges in the al-
ready well-tilled territory. But the ¢ Mor-

* Very extravagant reports seem to have been circulated,
among others that women were being initiated.
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mon question’’ was by no means settled, as
the events of the next ensuing year dem-
onstrated.

1843.

The annual communication of 1843 was
held at the town of Jacksonville, M. W.
Bro. MerepIiTH HELM presiding, and rep-
resentatives present from seventeen lodges.

The Grand Master at this session inaugu-
rated the practice of presenting a written
address, and in a well-considered ‘¢ mes-
sage” briefly recounted his official acts.
Among other things it appears that he had
granted dispensations for a lodge at Chi-
cago and at Milwaukee, Wis., and the
lodges thus instituted were the first to be
established in each of those now metropoli-
tan cities.

At this session was also introduced the
custom of electing a Grand Lecturer, the
choice, in this instance, falling upon Bro.
Levi Lusk, who was further directed to
confer with certain representatives of the
Grand Lodge of Missouri, and be by them
¢“thoroughly instructed ” in the lectures
and work adopted by the ‘‘late Baltimore
National Convention.”

For a number of years the finances of
the Grand Lodge seem to have been ina
very uncertain condition. A Treasurer’s
report was presented at this session, the
first to appear in the proceedings since or-
ganization, by which it appears there was
then in the treasury the sum of $28.25 in
‘“good money,” and $240 in depreciated
‘¢ State Bank paper” and ¢‘St. Louis scrip.”

The Grand Secretary was instructed to
purchase ‘‘a library of ancient authority ”
for the use of Grand Lodge.

The ¢ Mormon question” was the prin-
cipal topic of interest at this session. It

’

will be remembered that the Grand Master,
on the recommendation of the committee
of investigation, had dissolved the injunc-
tion suspending the work of Nauvoo Lodge,
and during the recess of Grand Lodge had
issued dispensations for two additional lodges
at the same place. The developments of
the year, however, had led to much discus-
sion, both within and without the jurisdic-
tion, and many Masons of eminence had
strongly protested against the propriety of
permitting a Masonic lodge to exist at Nau-
voo. The matter came before Grand Lodge
on report of the Committee on Returns of
Lodges, and it appearing that all of the
Nauvoo bodies had been guilty of irregulari-
ties; and, two of them refusing to present the
record of their work, it was

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Grand
Lodge, it is inexpedient and prejudicial to the interests
of Free Masonry to longer sustain a lodge in Nauvoo,
and for the disrespect and contempt that Nauvoo
Lodge and Helm Lodge have shown in refusing to
present the records of their work to this Grand Lodge.

Resolved, That their dispensations be and they
are hereby revoked and charters refused.

Resolved, That for irregular work and disregard of
the resolutions and instructions of this Grand Lodge,
the dispensations of Keokuk Lodge and Nye Lodge
are hereby revoked and charters refused.

Nauvoo, Helm and Nye Lodges were lo-
lated at Nauvoo; the lodge at Keokuk seems
to have been of the same character. But
this did not end the matter, as will be seen.

The election resulted in the choice of
Bro. ALeEx. Dunrap, of Jacksonville, as
Grand Master, with Bro, WARREN still con-
tinuing as Secretary.

At the close of this year there were
twenty-three lodges borne upon the roll of
Grand Lodge and six others in its territorial
jurisdiction which owed fealty to the Grand
Lodge of Missouri.
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1844. !

The annual communication for 1844 was
held Oct. 7, at the town of Jacksonville,
with M. W. Bro. ALEXANDER DUNLAP pre-
siding and the representatives of ten lodges
present.

The session was uneventful and the busi-
ness mainly routine. Four new lodges were
chartered. The ‘< Masonic College of Mis-
souri "’ was endorsed and a committee ap-
pointed ‘‘to see what further action, if any,
shall be taken by the Grand Lodge of this
State for the purpose of advancing the
cause of and facilitating the means of ac-
quiring an education.” This was the first
attempt to give practical expression to the
great Masonic tenets of philanthropy and
benevolence through organized effort. The
Grand Secretary was instructed to purchase
for the use of Grand Lodge a set of jewels
and collars ‘‘ not to cost exceeding $100.”
Constituent lodges were recommended to
transact all their business ‘‘in a lodge of
Master Masons. "’

The Nauvoo matters still continued to
exert a disturbing influence both in Grand
Lodge and among the Craft, and at this ses-
sion resulted in the following:

WHEREAS, The M. W. Grand Lodge of Illinois,
at their last Communication, thought proper to with-
draw from Nauvoo, Helm and Nye Lodges the dis-
pensation which had been granted them, for gross
un-Masonic conduct; and whereas, the M. W, Grand
Master did, during vacation, send a special messenger
to Nauvoo and demand the dispensation aforesaid,
which demand was treated with contempt, and not
only a positive refusal given by said Lodge, but a
determination expressed to continue their work;

 Resolved, By this Grand Lodge, that all fellowship

with said Lodges, and the members thereof, be with-
drawn, and the association of Masons working these
lodges are hereby declared clandestine, and all the
members hailing therefrom snspended from all the
privileges of Masonry within the jurisdiction of this
Grand Lodge; and that our sister Grand Lodges be
requested to deny them the same privileges,

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be directed to
address a circular on the subject to all the Grand
Lodges in correspondence with this Grand Lodge, and
request the same to be published in all the Masonic
periodicals.

With this action ceases all further men-
tion of the matter in the records of Grand
Lodge. For the subsequent career of the
Mormon population of Nauvoo the reader
is referred to general history, but in this
connection it may be noted that the mem-
bership of these clandestine bodies com-
prised a large number of men whose names
have since acquired much notoriety as lead-
ers in the Mormon movement. What the
bodies did after excommunication is not
known, but it is known that the promoters
of the new sect erected within their own
society an elaborate ceremonial of ¢‘endow-
ment,” to which the late BRicGHAM YoUNG
was wont to refer as ¢ Celestial Masonry."”

At this session LEvI Lusk, of Rushville,
was elected Grand Master, and WM. B.
WARREN re-elected Grand Secretary.

1845.

Thesixth annual communication of Grand
Lodge was held, as in previous years, at the
town of Jacksonville, with M. W. Bro. LEv!
Lusk presiding.

Six new lodges received charters, and
a dispensation issued for a lodge at Quincy
““to work in the German language.” This
lodge was subsequently constituted as Her-
man Lodge, No. 39, and was the first lodge
privileged to use other than the English
language in its esoteric ritual.

The attention of Grand Lodge at this
session was largely occupied with numerous
resolutions which effected in many instances
startling changes and innovations. The
greater portion of these resolutions ema-
nated from one man, Rev. Bro. W. FI.
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WALKER, of Chicago. Bro. WALKER ap-
peared at the opening of Grand Lodge as
the proxy of the S. W. of Joliet Lodge, but
during the continuance of the session and
upon the granting of a charter to Oriental
Lodge, No. 33, of which he was the W. M.,
he took his seat as the representative of
same. His strong and commanding indi-
viduality soon asserted itself, and in a short
time his thought dominated the action of
the body. At the election he was chosen
Grand Master and was duly installed as
such, but, except as he may have occupied
the chair at this session, never presided over
the Grand Lodge. During the ensuing year
he was a prominent figure in the Masonic
economy of the jurisdiction, but soon after
removed from the State, and never there-
after appears to have taken any part in
the acts or deliberations of the Craft of Illi-
nois. But very little is known of his career,
yet in the edrly days of Illinois Masonry it
is certain that he was a most enthusiastic,
earnest and zealous worker. He was at
this time the rector of St. James’ Episcopal
Church, of Chicago, and is described by
those who knew him as ‘*a profound scholar,
an eloquent preacher, a learned Mason, and
a warm-hearted, sympathetic man.” Not-
withstanding his evident impulsive and er-
ratic nature, as shown by his recorded acts
during this year, there is abundant evidence
in the records of Grand Lodge to justify the
foregoing encomium; and the very fact of
his elevation to the highest office in the gift
of the Craft, upon the only occasion of his
visit to Grand Lodge, as well as the appar-
ent ease with which he imposed his views
npon that body, are, in themselves, com-
plete testimonials of his high character and
commanding influence at that time. It has
been said that sorrow and misfortune blight-

ed his warm heart and led him to seek solace
in those habits that, while they dulled the
pain, beclouded the once bright intellect;
but at this distant day we remember only
the kind, impulsive man, and see in the
record only the imperious and learned,
though erratic, Mason.

By resolution it was decided that a sin-
gle ballot should suffice for all three degrees,
the question of advancement to be deter-
mined solely by proficiency; that all lodges
should hold their elections annually instead
of semi-annually; that the three degrees
should not be conferred for a less sum than
$15.00, except upon an ‘*‘acknowledged
minister of the gospel,” in which event the
fee might be remitted.

Bro. WALKER presented the report of
the Committee on Foreign Correspondence,
a voluminous document which the record
says was read in Grand Lodge. In many
respects this document is the most remark-
able ever presented to Grand Lodge. It
abounds in the erratic vagaries which so dis-
tinguished its writer, yet candor compels
the statement that it bears the stamp of
marked ability, and in many respects it far
more perfectly fulfills the true office of a
correspondence report than some of the
more pretentious efforts of later years. Its
distinguishing feature, however, was a series
of deductions drawn by the committee and
offered to Grand Lodge in thirteen resolu-
tions, all of which were adopted. Of these
the most important were:

[. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge is clearly of
the opinion that a distinct avowal of a belief in the
divine authenticity of the Holy Scriptures should be
required of everyone who is admitted to the privileges
of Masonry; and that a denial of the same is an offense
against the institution calling for exemplary discipline.

1I. Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand
Lodge, when the deformity of a candidate for initia-
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tion is not such as to prevent him from acquiring an
honest livelihood, being instructed in the arts and
mysteries of Masonry, and working in his Craft, his
admission will not be an infringement upon the *“ land-
marks,” but will be perfectly consistent with the spirit
and “ speculative ”’ character of the institution.

V. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge approves of
the formation of a General Grand Lodge, and invites
the co-operation of her sister Grand Lodges, by the
appointment of delegates, to meet in convention for
the purpose of reporting to the various Grand Lodges
a constitution for the government of a General Grand
Lodge, so soon as the same may be approved by a
majority of the Grand Lodges; and that all former
resolutions regarding any convention or conventions
of Masons be and the same are hereby repealed.

V1. Resolved, That the several lodges within this
jurisdiction be and are hereby instructed to transact
all business in a Lodge of Masters, except the work
and lectures appertaining to the first aud second de-
grees respectively.

VII. Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand
Lodge that every Master Mason has the inherent
right to vote on the admission of all candidates to our
order; and that the lodges under this jurisdiction be
and are hereby.instructed to govern themselves in ac-
cordance therewith by, at all times, allowing all Master
Masons who may be present to vote on the reception
of candidates; and that an unanimous ballot in favor
of an applicant shall be necessary to his admission.

X. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge deems it
inexpedient, at the present time, to adopt theso-called
“ Representative system.”

XI1. Resolved, That, within this jurisdiction, an
expulsion or suspension, by an Encampment or Chap-
ter, shall be deemed to carry with it an expulsion or
suspension, as the case may be, from the Masonic
Institution, unless its decision be repealed by the
tribunal passing the sentence,

The other resolutions were of the same
general character, one of them providing that
in case of rejection the candidate should not
be again balloted for until the expiration of
twelve months, and not then ‘‘unless there
be present all who were present at the first
balloting, " or permission therefor be obtained
from the Grand Master. It seems almost
incredible that such laws as the 7th and gth
of the foregoing should ever have received
the sanction of Grand Lodge; and the only

explanation that. can be advanced is that.
Bro. WALKER hypnotized the members.
When the Grand Lodge was organized the
town of Jacksonville was selected as the
place of meeting in annual communication,
and this fact was made definite by a by-law..
From the first this selection was hotly con-
tested by the.representatives of other towns.
and at every annual communication the
question of location seems to have been
raised. But by reason of local jealousies
no town thus far had been able to prevail
over Jacksonville. A way out was finally
discovered by making Grand IL.odge ambu-
latory, and at this session an amendment.
was effected which provided:

That the next regular communication of the Grand
Lodge shall be held at Peoria, and thereafter its com-

munications shall be held at such place in the State
as the Grand Lodge may designate.

* * *

The year 1845 was the sixth since the
establishment of the Grand Lodge. During
this period the State had made wonderful
strides and Masonry, reflecting the civil or-
der and well-being of society, had kept pace
with it. At the closeof the year there were
thirty-seven lodges in the obedience of Grand
Lodge, representing all parts of the State,.
with a total membership, so far as shown by
the returns, of 619. As a runle the lodges
held but one stated communication each
month at or immediately preceding the full
moon. In the cities this ancient time of
meeting was beginning to be displaced by
stated days, fixed with reference to the cal-
endar, but it was long before the old custom
fell into disuse; and until very recent years
it was the rule of Grand Lodge to publish,
for the use of its constituents, a table of
¢“full moons”’ for the year.

During this year occurred the death of
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ANDREW JACKSON, an event which seems to
have been very generally noticed by the
lodges throughout the State. Memorial
meetings, ‘‘days of sorrow’ and ¢ funeral
processions”’ were had tn many localittes,
and in several tnstances resolutions were
passed directing the wearing of a badge of
mourning for ‘‘our well-beloved and lately
deceased brother, ANDREW JACKSON."

The Masonic sensation of the year was
occasioned by Harmony Lodge, of Jackson-
ville, in a mantfesto’issued to the lodges of
the State with respect to the ‘‘color ques-
tion.” Prior to this time the question never
seems to have been mooted, although the
subject was beginning to exercise a marked
influence upon the political life and thought
of the people.

It would seem that in some way intelli-
gence had reached Harmony Lodge that the
Chicago lodges were practicing ‘‘abolition”
precepts. As a result at a meeting held
December 1, 1845, the following preamble
and resolutions were presented and two
days later adopted:

WHEREAS, It has been represented to us by a
brother in whom all confidence can be placed, that a
Negro is admitted to ail the privileges of our Frater-
nity in the lodges at Chicago: and, WHEREAS, we
are informed that the lodge in Chicago over which the
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge presides as Mas-
ter, has now before it for action petitions from two or
more Negroes; and, WHEREAS, we have learned that
the M. W. G. M. of the G. L. of Illinois is urgent in
favor of the admission of Negroes into our ancient
and honorable fraternity; therefore,

Resolred, That it is with deep and unfeigned re-
gret that we have learned these facts, and that we
deem it our imperative duty to remonstrate in the
strongest terms against this innovation on the rules,
regulations and obligations of the fratermity.

RResolved, That we cannot recognize any individ-
ual of the African race as being “free born,” inasmuch
as they are by the constitution and laws of our coun-
try denied the rights and privileges of citizens; neither
can we extend to them the hand of fellowship and
brotherly love, believing that in so acting we would

not only be doing violence to our feelings of self-
respect, but that we would be trampling upon one of
the landmarks of our institution.

Resolved, That the course pursued by the M. W.
G. M. of the Grand Lodge of lllinois in this matter, is,
in our opinion, unworthy of the high office to which
he has been promoted, and if persisted in will inevit-
ably tend to the destruction not only of the harmony
of the Grand Lodge of this state, but will be destruc-
tive of the institution itself ; and that unless he desists
from the effort to introduce Negroes into the institu-
tion, we must, as members of the Grand Lodge, sol-
emnly protest against his conduct, as being derogatory
to, and unbecoming, the presiding officer of any lodge
—much more so as the Grand Master of the State.

Resolved, That we deem it highly derogatory to
the institution for a Blue Lodge even to receive a
petition from an individual not recognized by the con-
stitution and laws of our country as a “freeman;”
much more so to entertain and act upon it; and if
such course is persisted in, we shall deem it our im-
perative duty to disconnect our lodge from said lodge,
as well as the Grand Lodge which will permit one of
its subordinate lodges to so act.

Resolved, That if Negroes are admitted into any
lodge at Chicago, or other place under the jurisdiction
of our Grand Lodge, we shall, at the next regular
meeting of our lodge after learning said fact, tender
our charter to the Grand Lodge, and thus dissolve our
connéction with such un-Masonic conduct.

Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be
forwarded to each lodge in this State, with the request
that they take immediate action thereon, and inform
us thereof; and that a copy be sent to the Grand Mas-
ter, that he may see the estimation in which his efforts
are held by a part of the fraternity; and, also, that a
copy be forwarded to the Grand Lodges of Missouri
and Kentucky.

A copy of the foregoing was sent to all
of the lodges in the jurisdiction,, provoking
a spirited, and not always fraternal, discus-
sion and the issnance of a number of coun-
ter manifestoes. Inseveral instances lodges
took immediate action without inquiry as to
the truth of the facts alleged, and by reso-
lution denounced the Grand Master, the
Chicago lodges, and all others who might
sanction ‘‘an act so degrading and highly
injurious to Masonry.” Following the lead
of Harmony Lodge, the lodges at Decatur,
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Peru, Vandalia, Belleville, Waterloo, Ma-
comb and other places passed highly con-
demnatory resolutions, in some cases se-
verely censuring the Grand Master and
calling upon him to resign his office. St.
Clair Lodge (Belleville) issued a circular re-
questing a convention of delegates to meet
at Peoria on the first Thursday in April,
1846, ‘‘ to determine what course it would
be most proper to pursue so that we may be
purged from this great evil, and again hold
a place in the affections of the Masonic
bosom.” Friendship Lodge (Dixon), War-
ren Lodge (Shawneetown), and probably
some others, endorsed the call, while Ma-
comb Lodge advocated the surrender of
charters. In some localities a kindlier feel-
ing was manifested in the resolutions passed.
Cass Lodge (Beardstown) and Pekin Lodge
were conspicuous in this respect. As a rule,
none of the lodges paused to investigate the
truth or falsity of the charges. 1In St. Clair
Lodge a motion to inquire of the Grand
Master whether any foundation existed for
the charges was carried and then reconsid-
ered and lost. In Springfield Lodge cooler
heads and wiser counsels prevailed, and this
lodge was almost the only one in the State
that was not subsequently compelled to pass
a resolution admitting its own wrong. In
this lodge, upon the receipt of the Harmony
circular, a committee was at once appointed
to investigate the reliability of the ‘‘worthy
brother” who had made the representations
to Harmony Lodge, as well as the truth of
his statements. The result demonstrated
that the ¢ worthy brother” had drawn to
some extent on his imagination, and that
Harmony Lodge had been a trifle prema-
ture. Accordingly a circular was issued
by Springfield Lodge, addressed to all the
lodges of the jurisdiction and to the Grand

Lodges of neighboring States, deprecating
the course pursued by Harmony Lodge in
the issuance of its manifesto and the action
of St. Clair Lodge in calling a convention.
The effect of this circular in cooling the
heated passions of the Craft seems to have
been most marked. The principal agency
in restoring peace, however, was the action
of the accused parties—the Grand Master
and the Chicago lodges.

Upon the receipt of the Harmony circn-
lar a convention of the Chicago lodges was
held to consider same. A committee was
appointed to prepare a reply, and subse-
quently reported as follows:

The committee on behalf of the Masons, members
of the several lodges in Chicago, to whom was referred
the circular of Harmony Lodge, No. 3, at Jacksonville,
Illinois, respectfully report: that, having carefully in-
vestigated the matters to which the communication of
said lodge relates, they will proceed to answer them
specifically, in the order therein set forth.

1. It is thns stated in the preamble: “WHEREAS,
it has been represented to us, by a brother in whom all
confidence can be placed, that a Negro is admitted to
all the privileges of our fraternity in the lodges in
Chicago.”

If this be intended as a specific charge against the
lodges of this city, we submit the following facts in re-
lation thereto. A. B. Lewis, a well-bred Mulatto man,
musician by profession, reputedly of Cherokee aborig-
inal blood maternally, and paternally of African
blood, now, and for a year or two past, a resident of
Chicago, is undoubtedly the individual alluded to.
Hailing, as a Master Mason, from within the jorisdic-
tion of another Grand Lodge, whose diploma, duly
signed, he exhibited, he has been admitted a few times,
as a visitor, to the lodges in this city; but he is not a
member of either. That this individual, then, half In-
dian and half Negro, has visited the lodges in Chicago
and has been admitted to the privileges of a visiting
brother, is true; that he is an undoubted Brother
Mason, a modest, worthy man, and “of good report,”
is equally trne. And how his exclusion from any
lodge where he might apply and exhibit his creden-
tials, wonld comport with the respect dne tothe Grand
Lodge whose diploma he presented here, one of the
most intelligent and respectable bodies of Masons in
the U. S,, is a question left for Harmony Lodge, and
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others adopting her action, to answer, should the
brother in question seek admission among them.

2. The preamble continues as follows: ‘And
WHEREAS, we are informed that the lodge in Chicago
over which the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge pre-
sides, as Master, has now before it for action petitions
from two or more Negroes.”

To this we reply, that the lodge over which the
Grand Master was for a season Master, never received
a petition from any Negro or Negroes; but that Apollo
Lodge, No. 32, of this city (whose records your com-
mittee have been permitted to examine), over which
the M. W. G. Master may.have occasionally presided,
as over other lodges, but of which he never was Mas-
ter, did, at a regular communication on the 2d of May
last, W. M. Wi STUART presiding, receive and refer
the petitions of two men, residents of this city, by
name JOHNSON and- DAVIDSON, trade barbers, of
mixed Anglo Saxon and African blood, though the
proportion of African blood is evidently small, reputed
“freeborn,” certainly of good report, and one or both
entitled to vote by the laws of this State,

On the 5th of May aforesaid, at a special meeting
of said lodge, a resolution was adopted, instructing the
committee on said petitions not to report until after
the next meeting of the Grand Lodge in October then
following; in order, as was stated, previously to pro-
cure an expression of the Grand Lodgeon the subject.

On the 2Ist of November following, at a regular
communication of said lodge, W. M. WM. STUART,
presiding, as appears by the records, the committee on
said petitions reported favorably; but, it having been
made known to the lodge, by its delegate to the Grand
Lodge, that he had not obtained an expression from
the Grand Lodge on the subject, a resolution was
unanimously adopted, in substance, allowing the peti-
tioners to withdraw their petition. This was the final
‘action of Apollo Lodge in relation to this matter; and
however anomalous and singular it may be deemed,
evidently arose, in the opinion of your committee, from
a true Masonic desire to respect the feelings and
scruples of a portion of the members of the fraternity,
and to continue that harmony which is the strength
and beauty of our institution. However this action
may be viewed, it is still the action of Apollo Lodge
only, and from the responsibilities in whick it may in-
volve her, your committee believe that she will not
wish to shrink.

3. The preamble still continues as follows: “ And
WHEREAS, we have learned that the Most Worshipful
Grand Master of the G. L. of 1llinois is urgent in favor
of the admission of Negroes into our ancient and hon-
orable fraternity.” SN

Inasmuch as the conduct of the M. W G. Master

of the State only is herein complained of, your com-
mittee, desirous of allowing him to speak for himself
on a matter which especially concerns him, addressed
to him a note, which, with his answer, promptly com-
municated, is here inserted:

“ CHICAGO, January 26, 1846.
“ReEv. W. F. WALKER, M. W. G. M. of the Grand
Lodge of the State of Illinois.
“DEAR BROTHER:

“ The undersigned, a committee on behalf of the
Masons, members of the several lodges in Chicago, to
whom has been referred a communication from Har-
mony Lodge, No. 3, Jacksonville, Illinois, which com-
munication, hy resolution of said lodge, was directed
to be sent also to you, respectfully ask of you an
answer to the 3d charge in the preamble of the said
communication, implicating you as being ‘urgent in.
favor of the admission of Negroes into our ancient and
honorable fraternity.’ Fraternally yours,

“M. L. KNaPP (and eight others).”

“ CHICAGO, January 26, 1846.
“DEAR BRETHREN:

“ The communication from Harmony Lodge, No.
3, referred to in your note of this morning, has been
received by me,but [ have given to it no reply, for the
reason that it invites none. I have supposed that, in
so far as it concerns the several lodges in this city, it
would receive attention; and that, when 1 should be
asked for information respecting the matters contained
in it touching myself, it would be quite tlme for me to
furnish the same.

“Your inquiry presents an opportunity for me to
reply to the 3d charge, which has regard to myself ex-
clusively, what 1 should be bound to reply to the
others, is known to yourselves, for therein we are
associated. R wit

“1 say, then, in brief, and without the fear of con-
tradiction, that [ have never, eitherin any one of your
lodges, or in any other, either urged, recommended, or
said one word, ‘ in favor of the admission of Negroes
into our ancient and honorable Fraternity” The
charge regards overt acts to which no man or Mason
can testify concerning me. 1 deny them unqualifiedly,
and so the truthfulness of the charge. That [ have
conversed with brethren some half dozen times, per-
haps, upon the great principles suggested by your ques-
tion, is admitted; but such conversations have usually
been with the one view rather of eliciting than of ex-
pressing opinions. What are my opinions on the sub-
ject will doubtless in due time be made known. 1
certainly shall not shrink from any responsibility that
may be involved, either in expressing or maintaining
them; but their communication, at present, would be
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beside your inquiry, and appears not now to be called
for.

“Trusting that in the treatment of this whole
matter you will suffer the ‘law of kindness’to prevail,
and at no time forget the moral lessons incnlcatéd by
the level, the plumb and the trowel,

“1 am, Dear Brethren,

“ With assurances of Fraternal regard,
“Your friend and brother, .
“W.F. WALKER,
“ Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the
“ State of 1linois.”
“To M. L. KNaPP, and others, members of committee.

In relation to this last matter, your committee
would remark that the propriety or impropriety, the
right or wrong, of admitting Negroescinto our ancient
and honorable institution, has never been discussed in
any lodge in Chicago; nor do they feel themselves
called upon to discuss the subject in this communica-
tion; but in relation to a question of such magnitude—
the time, manner and responsibilities of its discussion
—they cordially adopt the views expressed by our M.
"W. Grand Master in his communication above given.

Your committee have- thus endeavored, candidly
and Masonically, to submit their views on the several
matters presented to their consideration; but they can-
not conclude, without expressing their deep regret
that any lodge of Free and Accepted Masons shonld
have pursued the course adopted by Harmony Lodge,
and others following her action, of so departing from
‘the rules of right, established even by judicial tribu-
nals, as to try to condemn asister lodge, and brethren
of the same great family, whose distinguishing tenets
.are brotherly love and truth, on hearsay charges and
ex-parte testimony, without the ordinary formality or
courtesy of allowing the accused to appear and answer
before a rendition of judgment. .

The un-Masonic precipitancy of action, the spirit
and bearing of Harmony Lodge in relation to this un-
fortunate matter, call forth our unqualified disappro-
‘bation, and at the same time our brotherly regret. We
love our institution; we cherish its principles; we ad-
mire, and would forever preserve, the beautiful har-
mony of its proportions. We have no railing accusa-
tion to bring against any portion of our great family.
Wherever, under the broad canopy of. Heaven, a just
,and upright Mason is to be found, we would hail him
as a brother, and would receive from him a reciprocal
‘regard. We would ever seek, in the accents of brotherly
love, to be admonished of our errors,and, in such a
.spirit, impart, as we would receive, that good counsel
‘which most surely leads to reformation.

Your committee, therefore, recommend the adop-
‘tion of the following resolution: :

‘upon the Craft was happily averted.

Resolrved, That this report be presented to the sev-
eral lodges in this city for their action, and that, with a
copy ot such action appended, it be transmitted to the
M. W. Grand Master, to the several lodges in the

-State, and to each Grand Lodge in the United States,

soliciting action and answer. _

All which is most respectfully submitted.

M. L. KNarp (and eight others),
- Commdlttee.

The foregom" report was adopted by all
the Chicago lodges, and copies of the same
transmitted to every lodge in the jurisdiction.
In addition thereto the Grand Master (Bro.
WALKER) issued a lengthy encyclical calcu-
lated to remove whatever wrong impres-
sions might have been produced by the
Harmony circular. The result was that
many—perhaps a majority—of the lodges
which had passed condemnatory resolutions
publicly acknowledged their wrong and de-
plored their hasty and premature concur-
rence in the action of Harmony Lodge.

-The excitement then subsided and the crisis

which the hot-headed had well nigh brought
But
the matter was not. suffered to lie dormant.
The admitted facts were regarded by many
as just cause for affirmative action, and at
the next session of Grand Lodge prompt
and decisive measures were taken to pre-
vent any recurrence of same in the future.

1846,

Pursnant to resolution the seventh an-
nual communication of Grand Lodge was
held at Peoria, October 5, 1846. The

‘Grand Master (Bro. WALKER) being pre-

vented from attending by sickness in his
family, Bro. NeLsoN D. Morsk (Dep. G. M.)
occupied the East.

The “‘color”

question, which, during

‘the recess of Grand Lodge, had formed the

subject of much discussion, again came up
in the.report of a special committee. After
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an extended review of the situation the com-
mittee fully exculpated the Grand Master,
and by resolution the Grand Lodge attested
the ¢*utmost confidence’ in him, *‘‘believ-
ing him to be a true brother at heart, alone
actuated by a desire to advance the pros-
perity of the Craft.” But with respect to
the Chicago lodges the committee said:

Your committee beg leave to state that the Chicago
lodges, as appears from their own circular, as set forth in
the printed proceedings of the Grand Lodge, have occu-
pied a very unwarrantable position. viz.: In admitting
negroes or mulattoes into any of the rights and immu-
nities of Masonry, and in receiving petitions from
reputed negroes for admission; and therefore, although
Harmony Lodge was misinformed in relation to the
M. W. Grand Master (so far as we have data to found
our conclusions upon), yet it appears from the circular
of the Chicago lodges that Harmony Lodge did not
materially err in relation to the aforesaid Chicago
lodges. How the Chicago lodges consider themselves
free from unqualified censure, after having made a
report acknowledging the admission of a negroas a
“visitor,” and after having received a petition for mem-
bership from a negro, and that petition favorably
reported on by a committee of the lodge, your com-
mittee are at a loss to determine. It is evident,
as appears from the report of the committee of the
Chicago lodges, as set forth in printed proceedings of
the Grand Lodge, that Apollo Lodge would have ad-
mitted a negro to membership, but for the want of an
expression favorable thereto by the Grand Lodge of
Illinois—an expression which your committee believe
never could have been obtained.

In the report of the committee of the Chicago
lodges, the committee seem to argue strongly in favor
of the rights of negroes to admission, basing their
views upon the oft repeated declaration, that whoever
is in possession of our nniversal language is entitled
to admission into our halls throughout the habitable
globe. Although at first view it would seem that it
was the design of Masonry to admit all who were
morally worthy from among every nation and tongue
under heaven, yet if we reflect closely, we will discover
that many objections interpose: First, our paramount
obligations to the state, doing nothing in our fraternal
capacity that would tend to create social discord and
disrupt the political relations of the Confederate States;
aware, as we must be, that certain institutions are
recognized in one portion of our political Union which
are not in others; knowing also that it is our duty as

good Masons to advance the peace and happiness of
the government under which we live, which if we do
not brings censure, merited censure, upon our time-
honored institution.

The second objection, which has a paramount
claim, is that negroes, from the position they hold
among us, resulting from the law of custom, as
well as from legislative enactments, are disquali-
fied. Their relation is such that the most favored
among them in our land cannot enter the inner court
and there take upon them the high responsibilities of
our institution, with a view of mutual reciprocity in
the discharge of all our obligations. The act presup-
poses the equality in every respect of the contracting
parties. It does not presume that we should place
ourselves in a position to discharge the imperious
duties of our Craft toward those who are socially and
civilly disqnalified to fulfill their part of the obligation.
The Author of all has placed a distinguishing mark
upon them, clearly indicating that there was a
distinctiveness to be kept up; and it is repul-
sive to the finest feelings of the heart, to think that
between them and us there can be a mutual reci-
procity of all social privileges. And why then intro-
duce them into our inner temple, where the closest
connections are inculcated and solemnized? Other
objections might be urged, but your committee deem
the above hints sufficient. Your committee will not
say that the time will never come when the negro
may with safety be admitted to our rights; but the
signs of the times do not indicate that the period has
yet arrived, and it would be worse than folly to antici-
pate the period.

The sentiments of the committee were
evidently shared by Grand Lodge, as the
following resolution was then proposed and
unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge is unqualifiedly
opposed to the admission of negroes or mulattoes into
lodges under her jurisdiction.

This settled the matter for the time be-
ing, but the question was destined to receive
further attention as time rolled on.

During the recess of Grand Lodge the
lodges read with astonishment the resolu-
tions adopted at the session of 1843, and
Bodley, No. 1, which in those days seems
to have been the most active in all matters
pertaining to the general welfare of the
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Craft, passed a series of resolutions de-
manding the repeal of the most obnoxious
forms. The protest of Bodley Lodge was
received and referred to a committee, which
reported that the offending resolutions of
Grand Lodge ¢ were adopted hastily and
without sufficient caution,’” and that their
“operation should be suspended until an
expression of the opinion of the subordinate
lodges can be had thereon.” In which
opinion Grand Lodge concurred and the
matter went over.

It would seem that Grand Lodge had
now grown beyond the original ideas .in-
volved in a mere ¢ general assembly of the
Craft,” and desired to perpetuate its exist-
ence by a legislative charter of incorpora-
tion. Accordingly 1t was

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to apply
to the next General Assembly of the State of Illinois
for a charter of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of
Ilinois, giving to it a legal existence;

And a committee was appointed to inter-
view the Legislature for that purpose.

The Committee on Correspondence rec-
ommended ¢ that the practice pursued by
some of the Grand Lodges, to-wit, that of
having a Standing Committee on Foreign
Correspondence, whose duty it is to exam-
ine, during recess, such documents, with a
view of reporting at the next communica-
tion thereafter, be adopted by this Grand
Lodge, feeling assured that it will much
facilitate the labors of the committee, and
expedite the transaction of business.” The
recommendation was adopted, and Bros.
Lusk, ANDERSON and Davis were appointed
as such committee. The record of - 1847
says the report which this committee pre-

sented was read, but from this time the
3

practice of presenting the report seems to
be the general rule, the matter of reading
being left to the individual.

The election resulted in the choice of
NeLsoN D. Morsg as Grand Master, and
Quincy was selected as the place for hold-
ing the next session.

* * *

During this year occurred the war with
Mexico, an event which finds frequent men-
tion in the minutes of many of the constit-
uent lodges in the remission of fees, confer-
ring of degrees out of time, etc., upon those
who had ‘‘volunteered for the Mexican
War.”

The then newly organized Grand Lodge
of Wisconsin having crossed the line and
constituted lodges of its obedience at Galena
and Elizabeth, a clash seemed imminent,
but through wise, diplomatic measures a
rupture of fraternal relations was averted
and the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin induced
to withdraw all claims to jurisdiction in any
part of the territory of Illinois.

1847.

The eighth annual communication of
Grand Lodge was held at Quincy, Oct. 4,
1847, M. W. NerLsoN D. MorsE presiding.

From the time of its establishment Grand
LLodge had experienced considerable diffi-
culty in procuring an actual representation
from its constituents. At this session, while
the record shows that nineteen lodges were
represented, yet in a large number of in-
stances the persons so accredited are desig-
nated as ‘“ proxy,” and several of the proxies
did not even belong to the lodges they as-
sumed to represent. Evidently something
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was required to be done to remedy the evil
of absenteeism; so it was accordingly

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand Lodge
that we are deficient in representatives from subordi-
nate lodges, and that too great a number of those
represented are by proxy.

Resolved, That to secure the very desirable object
of a full representation from subordinate lodges, such
representation should be from members of such sub-
ordinate lodges themselves; in view thereof, the atten-
tion of the committee to revise the constitution be
called in that direction, and they be instructed to make
provisions for raising a fund, to he denominated the
Representative fund.

This seems to have been the first action
looking to the remuneration of members,
and is the precursor of that now very popu-
lar feature of our economy known as ‘‘mile-
age and per-diem.”

The war with Mexico was at this time
attracting many of the Craft of Illinois. It
had long been customary with the Mother
Grand Lodge of England to grant army
warrants, authorizing the constituting of
lodges which follow the particular regiment
to which they are attached. Grand Lodge
was at this session asked to exercise this
ancient prerogative by the following peti-
tion:

To the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the State of
1Lllinots:

Your petitioners, GEORGE C. LANPHERE, GEORGE
W. PALMER, JoHN H. MIiTcHELL, DANIEL T. DEN-
MAN, WYATT B. StAapp, EZEKIEL KENT and JAMES
TowNSLEY, would respectfully represent that they are
all Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons, and belong
to a company of mounted volunteers received into the
service of the United States, and known as Company
B; that they are about to depart for Vera Cruz, in
Mexico, to operate against the enemy there; that they
are desirous of being authorized by dispensation to
work under the authority of said Grand Lodge, and do
respectfully recommend GEORGE C. LANPHERE to be
Worshipful Master, GEORGE W. PALMER to be Senior

Warden, and JoHN H. MITCHELL to be Junior War-
den; and they will as in duty bound ever pray, &c.
Signed by the Petitioners.
[Vouched for and recommended by Hiram Lodge,
No. 26.1

The petition was referred to a select
committee, which reported that it was inex-
pedient to grant the prayer. The next day,
however, the subject matter again came be-
fore Grand Lodge, and the result was the
adoption of the following:

Resolved, That the Most Worshipful Grand Mas-
ter be authorized to grant dispensations for traveling
lodges attached to the 1llinois regiments in Mexico, to
work in the territory thereof, to any brethren qualified,
who may be engaged in the service of the United
States in that country; provided they shall not initiate,
pass or raise any persons but residents of the State of
lllinois; that such lodges shall in all cases comply with
the requisitions of the constitution and by-laws of the
Grand Lodge of Illinois, and shall return such dispen-
sations at the expiration of their term of service.

It does not appear, however, that any
action was ever taken under this resolution.

It will be remembered that at the ses-
sion of 1846 the famous resolutions of 1845
were considered by Grand Lodge, but ac-
tion was deferred until an ‘‘expression of
opinion ” could be obtained from the con-
stituent lodges. A number did express
themselves, and all in condemnatory terms;
wherefore it was

Resolved, That those resolutions are not regarded
by this body as the resolutions of the Grand Lodge of
Illinois.

Strange as it may now appear, the reso-
lutions were not without effect during the
period that had elapsed since their adoption,
and a member of La Fayette Lodge, No.
18, Chicago, was actually expelled by Grand
Master WALKER, without charges or trial,
for the reason that he had been expelled



COMPENDIUM OF FREEMASONRY IN ILLINOIS. 45

from Apollo Encampment of Knights Tem-
lars. Such sentence was declared by Grand
Lodge to be illegal and the brother re-in-
stated.

A dispensation was issued for a lodge at
Nauvoo, it appearing that ‘‘none of the ob-
jections exist now to granting such dispen-
sation which might have been urged here-
tofore.”

The resolution of 1845 permitting one
ballot for the three degrees was rescinded,
being ‘*an innovation in the usages of Ma-
sonry,” and it was ordered that ¢ subordi-
nate lodges be required to ballot for candi-
dates in every degree.” Astherule of 1845
is now the law of the jurisdiction, it will be
seen that upon some questions of ‘ usage”
the opinions of Grand Lodge are not very
stable.

From its inception the subject of prac-
tical benevolence and education upon some
organized basis had been discussed in Grand
Lodge, but not until this session had the
ideas taken a very strong hold upon the
members.  Stimulated, however, by the
action of the Grand Lodge of Missouri,
which had just decided upon the erection of
a Masonic College, the brethren of Illinois
now felt that they were equal to something,
yet as to just what that something should
be they were not altogether clear. Asa
‘“feeler”” Bro. ABRAHAM JoNas offered the
following preamble and resolution:

The Grand Lodge of Illinois, having survived and
outlived the dangers and perils of childhood, and
having taken its station in the bright constellation
forming the Masonic family of the United States, it
becomes its duty to carry out as far as practicable
those principles of charity and benevolence which
more particularly are placed under its immediate
notice and control, and to show to the world that we
intend to practice those great objects which we say

govern and influence us in our operations; and the
time having now arrived for some action on the part
of the Grand Lodge in regard tothe future disposition
of its resources, therefore

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, whose
duty it shall be during the recess of the Grand Lodge,
to obtain all the information in its power as to the
most appropriate manner of employing the resources
of the Grand Lodge, and prepare and report some
plan for the action of the Grand Lodge at its next
Annual Communication.

Which, on motion, was adopted, and Bros.
Jonas, HoLToN and KETCHAM appointed as
such committee.

Apparently the project was further dis-
cussed with a view to definite results, for
the next day Bro. J. C. KeTcHam offered
the following:

1. Resolved, That charity, benevolence and inter-
est make it the duty of the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge of Illinois to provide for the maintenance and
education of the destitute orphans, male and female, of
deceased brother Master Masons, and of such others as
the Grand Lodge may direct.

2. Resolved, That the Grand Lodge will forthwith
proceed to adopt suitable measures to obtain from the
Craft and the public such pecuniary aid as may be
requisite for the accomplishment of the object afore-
said.

3. Resolved, That the Most Worshipful Grand
Master appoint a committee of three to solicit dona-
tions of money and property, to be applied to the es-
tablishment and endowment of the institution afore-
said.

4. Resolved, That a committee of three be ap-
pointed, with instructions to digest and arrange the
necessary plans for such academy of learning.

5. Resolved, That the institution aforesaid, when
organized, shall forever remain under and subject to
the control of this Grand Lodge, and shall be con-
ducted in strict accordance with the principles, cus-
toms and constitutions of Ancient Free Masonry.

Which resolutions were also adopted and
the same committee appointed thereunder.

But notwithstanding that Grand Lodge
so clearly and unequivocally declared its own
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duty in the first of the foregoing resolutions,
and notwithstanding that afterward it ac-
cumulated vast sums, only to be dissipated
and lost by those to whom they had been
entrusted, it was not until nearly forty years
later that an ¢ institution” ‘*to provide for
the maintenance and education of the des-
titute orphans of deceased brother Master
Masons” became an accomplished fact, and
then only through the zeal and industry of
individual brethren. For its maintenance
the Grand Lodge has done comparatively
nothing.

The election resulted in the choice of
Bro. WirLriam LaAvELy, of Springfield, as
Grand Master, who was duly installed pub-
licly, with the usual comcomitants of a pro-
cession, an oration, etc., in the Methodist
Church of Quincy. Alton was selected as
the next place of meeting.

1848.

Grand Lodge met in ninth annual com-
munication at the city of Alton, October 2,
1848, with M. W. WiLLiam LAVELY presid-
ing.

The business of the session was mainly
routine, and, like that of its predecessors,
very unsystematic. The efficiency of the
modern *‘ committee "’ was but little under-
stood during the early years of Grand
Lodge, and much of the business now trans-
acted in committee came before the session
for action. Bro. LAVELY was re-elected

Grand Master, and the inevitable ** public .

installation "’ followed. The hall of Frank-
lin Lodge, No. 25, was publicly dedicated,
being the first occasion of this kind in which
Grand Lodge seems to have engaged.
Chicago was selected for the place of the
next annual communication.

The Committee on Education made a
report, which, on motion, was laid upon the
table, where apparently it still remains. A
new committee was appointed with instruc-
tions

“That they report a plan for three schools, one to
be located at the place of holding the Supreme Courts
of the State in each grand division, or some other
more suitable places; said plan to be prepared with
reference to economy and the greatest amount of use-
fulness, and the teaching of such elementary branches
only as are necessary to an English education.”

An annual assessment of fifty cents per
capita was levied upon all members of sub-
ordinate lodges to be used for the purposes
of education; but it does not appear that
this assessiment was ever enforced or that
any money was collected under same.

* * *

The year 1348 was one of unusual ac-
tivity throughout the jurisdiction. The old
lodges generally were prosperous, while
fourteen new lodges were instituted under
dispensation. Masonry had fully recovered
from the blighting influences of twenty years
before, and was rapidly becoming ¢‘popu-
lar.” The tide of imnmigration then setting
into the state was building up cities, laying
out farms and giving impetus to local indus-
tries, and with the development of the ma-
terial energies of the commonwealth had
come a corresponding growth in the Masonic
Institution.

1849.

The tenth annual communication of
Grand Lodge was held at Chicago, October
1, 1849, M. W. WiLL1aM LAVELY presiding.

The action of Grand Lodge with respect
to the education of orphans had by this time



COMPENDIUM OF FREEMASONRY IN ILLINOIS. 47

been very fully discussed in the constituent
lodges and by the Craft. While the general
sentiment met with unanimous approval, yet
with respect to the methods to be employed
there was a wide diversity of opinion. Me-
morials, offers and protests were presented,
all tending to destroy unity of action or
singleness of purpose. Macomb Lodge of-
fered to donate a building and grounds pro-
vided the institution should be located at
Macomb. Franklin Lodge (Upper Alton)
presented a memorial against the project,
deeming it ‘‘unwise to devote our energies
and our funds to the building up of a college
within this jurisdiction and under the con-
trol of this Grand Lodge” and suggesting
that each lodge should ¢ establish schools
in their own neighborhood to be controlled
entirely by said lodge.” Piasa Lodge en-
dorsed the memorial of Franklin Lodge; Mt.
Vernon Lodge favored a school in ¢ each
grand division of the state " with a distribu-
tion to same of all funds on hand each year
after paying Grand Lodge expenses; Ori-
ental Lodge resolved that the establishment
of a Masonic school was a necessity, and
urged Grand Lodge to take action in regard
to same. The other lodges of the state
were equally divided. In this juncture the
committee on education reported:

That in their opinion, it is inexpedient and im-
politic in an eminent degree, for the Grand Lodge of
Illinois, at this time, to build, establish, endow, or
support any distinctive and specific literary institu-
tion whatever—that to do so would in a great meas-
ure prevent the amiable object intended ; and cannot
be otherwise than an unequal and inefficient distribu-
tion of the munificence of your most worshipful body.

Then followed a long list of reasons for
the committee’s conclusions and a sugges-
tion;

That instead of erecling and establishing district
schools as aforesaid, the subordinate lodges under this
jurisdiction be recommended by this Grand Lodge to
educate, in convenient schools in which the English
branches are taught, all the children within proper
ages, of indigent and deceased brother Masons whose
individual means are not adequate to attain the same,
and who reside within their said subordinate jurisdic-
tion. Each lodge to report under its seal, to each an-
nual communication of the Grand Lodge, the number
of children so educated within the year, together with
the time of their tuition; and that the regular charity
fund annually received in the Grand Lodge, not oth-
erwise necessarily appropnated, be distributed to the
said lodges, educating children aforesaid, in due and
correct proportion—the amount to each lodge to be
determined by the aggregate and individual time of
tuition to the said children so educated during the
Masonic year just then closed.

The report was adopted and then to
settle the matter it was

Resolved, That all moneys collected from subor-
dinate lodges and non-affiliated Masons within their
jurisdiction for educational purposes be returned to
said subordinate lodges, and by them appropriated to
purposes of education within their respective jurisdic-
tions.

Which proceedings practically ended all
further consideration of the project.

It will be perceived that while the item
of support or maintenance was involved in
the project, yet the essence of the proposi-
tion was educational. The proposed insti-
tution was not so much a ““ Home " for in-
digent orphans as a school or college for
their education; and in almost all presenta-
tions of the subject the benefits of the pro-
posed institution were to be shared by those
who might be willing to pay for same. This
was a favorite topic in Masonic circles dur-
ing the '40s. At that time the educational
systems of the states were in their infancy.
The *“free school” was in many localities
unknown; in others it existed only in a crude
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and undeveloped state, and private institu-
tions furnished the greater part of the edu-
cational facilities of the period. In 1841
the Grand Lodge of Missouri inaugurated
the Masonic educational idea by the estab-
lishment of a college at the city of Lexing-
ton in that state. Other Grand Lodges,
following the lead thus set, organized col-
leges within their respective jurisdictions;
and by the year 1850 there were at least six
such institutions in actual operation. At
the time we are now considering, the Mis-
souri College was in a highly prosperous
condition, and its effect upon the Craft of
Illinois was quite marked.

But that the Grand Lodge acted wisely
in declining to enter upon the project has
been abundantly demonstrated by the sub-
sequent experience of all the Masonic col-
leges established at or about this time. The
proper management of a college presents
too many complications for a body like a
Grand Lodge to successfully meet and ad-
just, and the consequence has been that all
of these institutions have either ceased to
exist or passed from Grand Lodge control.

Bro. WiLLiam C. HoBs was elected
Grand Master, and Shawneetown was se-
lected as the place for holding the next an-
nual communication.

* * *

The Masonic student and bibliophilist
seeks in vain for the original printed pro-
ceedings of the Grand Lodge for 1849.
They do not exist. On the 10th day of
February, 1850, a fire occurred at the city
of Peoria which destroyed the office of the
Grand Secretary, and all of the books,
papers and records of the Grand Lodge,

including the manuscript copy of the pro-
ceedings of the annual communication of
1849. To remedy this loss as far as possi-
ble the Grand Master convened the Grand
Lodge at the city of Springfield, on April 8,
1850, for the purpose of collecting and re-
establishing, so far as practicable, the
minutes, enactments and records thus de-
stroyed. At this communication a com-
mittee on Restoration of Records reported
back to Grand Lodge a statement purport-
ing to be the records and proceedings of
the October session of 1849, so far as the
committee could, with any degree of cer:
tainty, arrive at same—which said report
was adopted.

The year 1849, like its immediate pred-
ecessor, was a period of great Masonic ac-
tivity. Sixteen dispensations were issued
for the formation of new lodges, two of
which, however, were for ‘ traveling lodges "
in the Territory of California. The recent
gold discoveries on the Pacific coast had
produced a large exodus from Illinois, and
among the ‘“argonauts” were many of the
ancient Craft. They desired, amid the
hardships and privations of pioneer life, to
feel the sympathetic bond of fraternity—
the ¢‘mystic tie’—that united them to
their brethren in their old home, and the
Grand Master, disregarding conventional
usage as well as positive law, issued to them
dispensations for lodges of indeterminate
location, to continue in force until the re-
turn of the respective Masters named therein,
unless sooner revoked by Grand Lodge.
The restored records of 1849 do not show
that any action was had with respect to
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these nomadic lodges, nor do their names
appear among the list of lodges U. D. in
published returns of 1850.

The Grand Lodge had now been in suc-
cessful operation for ten years. The six
lodges which participated in its organiza-
tion had expanded to seventy-four, and the
ninety-seven members shown by the first
returns had increased to several thousands
(exact figures are wanting).

1350.
EMERGENT COMMUNICATION.

The Grand Lodge signalized the opening
of the second decade of its existence by
two communications. The first was a spe-
cial or emergent communication held at the
city of Springfield on April 8, 1850, pursu-
ant to a proclamation of the Grand Master
(Bro. WM. C. Hosss) for the purpose of
restoring and establishing the records of
the annual communication of 1849. These
records, as has been shown, were destroyed
by fire on the 10th day of February of this
year, together with all the books and-papers
of Grand Lodge. The meeting was fairly
attended, and in addition to restoring the
records, which formed the primary object of
the assembly, considerable business was
transacted, including the settlement of the
then much mooted question of the estab-
lishment of a General Grand Lodge for the
United States.

The project for a general supervisory
power in Masonry had been agitated for
many years. As early as 1780 a conven-
tion held at Morristown, N. J., had declared
in its favor and in succeeding years renewed
efforts had from time to time been made to

secure a realization of the project. After
a period of dormancy the subject was again
presented to the Craft by the Grand Lodge
of Maryland, which, at its semi-annual com-
munication in May, 1845, issued a request
to the Grand Lodges of the country to send
delegates to a convention to be held at
Baltimore on September 27, 1847, for the
purpose of framing a Constitution for a Gen-
eral Grand Lodge.

The matter was submitted to Grand
Lodge, by its correspondence committee, at
its annual session of 1845, and so favorably
was it received that the following resolution
was adopted:

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge approves of the
formation of a General Grand Lodge, and invites the
co-operation of her sister Grand Lodges, by the ap-
pointment of delegates to meet in convention for the
purpose of reporting to the various Grand Lodges, a
constitution for the government of a General Grand
Lodge, so soon as the same may be approved by a
majority of the Grand Lodges; and that all former

resolutions regarding any convention or conventions
of Masons be and the same are hereby repealed.

But no delegates were appointed under
this resolution, and while the convention
met at the time and place designated Illi-
nois was not represented. At the annual
communication of 1846 the matter does not
seem to have been alluded to and received
only passing mention in the report of the
correspondence committee at the commun-
ication of 1847. At the session of 1848,
however, the project was again taken up by
the correspondence committee, who warmly
advocated the measure and urged Grand
Lodge to take some action in respect to
same. In response thereto the following
resolution was offered:

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge approve of and
accept the Constitution adopted by the convengion
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which assembled at Baltimore in September, 1847, for
the formation of a Supreme Grand Lodge.

By request of the mover (Bro. S. H.
Davis) the resolution was laid on the table
until the next day, but he being called sud-
denly away next morning, no further action
was had on the same at this session.

The restored records of 1849 do not dis-
close any references to thesubject, and thus
matter stood at the opening of the emer-
gent communication of April, 1850.

Among the objects contemplated for
action at this session, as set forth in the
summons convening the Grand LLodge, was:

4th. To1ake such action as you may determine
in relation to the organization of a General Grand
Lodge for the United States of North America.

It would seem that the subject had been
freely canvassed among the brethren and
that a wide diversity of opinion was preva-
lent. The committee to whom the matter
had been referred, through its chairman,
Bro. Wu. B. WAaRREN, reported as follows:

The committee on the General Grand Lodge beg
leave to make the following report and recommend its
adoption:

It is the opinion of your committee that the organ-
ization of a General Grand Lodge is the surest and
best means for the attainment of that unity, uniformity,
and brotherly feeling which has heretofore and
should always characterize the Masonic family; there-
fore, be it

Resolred, That this Grand Lodge approve the
principle and will cordially co-operate with her sister
Grand Lodges, in the formation of a General Grand
Lodge; also,

Resolved, That the M. W, G. Master be appointed
a delegate to attend the convention for the organization
of said General Grand Lodge, or appomnt a proxy to
do so.

But Grand Lodge was not prepared to

surrender its sovereignty or become reduced
to a mere provincial assembly. The reso-
lutions met with strenuous opposition and
as a compromise measure Bro. J. V. Z.
BLANEY moved the following:

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge approve of, and
are willing to take part in, a convention composed of
delegates from the Grand Lodges of the several States
of the United States, to take into consideration the ex-
pediency of the formation of a General Grand Lodge
for the United States, and to frame a Constitution and
By-Laws tor such Grand Lodge; provided, that this
Grand Lodge shall not be committed to anything which
shall bring it under jurisdiction of such General Grand
Body until action can be had upon the proceedings of
such convention, and only then by a vote of the Grand
Lodge, submitting itself to such jurisdiction.

But Grand Lodge was not prepared for
this measure, and after much discussion and
other dilatory motions, Bro. Z. P. CaBANIS
offered the following:

Resrlved, That the Grand Lodge take nc further
action at this time in relation to the formation of a
Supreme General Grand Lodge of the United States.

Which was carried, 21 voting for the
motion and 15 against it.

The restoration of the records of 1849
formed the only other business of impor-
tance transacted. The occasion seems to
have partaken some of a festal character;
the Governor and other officers of State
were invited to attend; the Masonic bodies
of Springfield tendered a dinner; a proces-
sion was had through the main street; a
public address was delivered by Bro. JAMES
MATHENY, and Grand Lodge closed ““in due
form and harmony.” This communication
has been f{requently alluded to as the
¢Grand Lodge of Recovery.”
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1850.
ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

The eleventh annual communication was
held at Shawneetown, October 7, 1850,
with M. W. WirrLiam C. Hosss presiding.

The business of the session was mainly
routine and of temporary interest only. By
resolution the Grand Master was authorized
to divide the State into three districts and ap-
point a Grand Lecturer for each; Lecturers
were further to hold conferences and ‘* agree
upon the work and lectures.”” But evidently
the educational movement was not to stop
here, for it was further

Resolved, That a Committee of Instruction, to con-
sist of five, be appointed at each Grand Communica-
tion of this Grand Lodge, simultaneonsly with the
Standing Committees whose duty shall be to hold reg-
ular meetings on each day of the said session, during
such hours as may be established by the Grand Lodge
—to rehearse and teach the work and lecturers of the
three degrees, under the jurisdiction of this body.
The Grand Lecturer or Grand Lecturers, if any, shall
be ex-offico members of this committee.

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge shall arrange its
own sittings at each session in such a manner as not
to conflict with the hours appointed for the sittings of
the Committee of Instruction.

The question of location had, from the
start, been warmly debated in Grand Lodge.
At nearly every session some particular lo-
cality had urged its claims as a suitable
place for permanent location, but thus far
no site had been selected. At this session
the matter came up under a resolution
offered at the last communication, and,
finally, after six ballots had been taken, the
city of Springfield received a majority of
the votes, and was chosen as the place at
which all future communications should be
held.

At-the election for officers Bro. C. G. Y.
TavLor, of Belleville, was chosen Grand
Master. He was duly installed and entered
upon the discharge of the duties of the office,
but died prior to the reassembling of Grand
Lodge.

* * *

The year 1850 seems to have been even
more prosperous than its predecessors. The
only adverse incident was the destruction of
the records in the early part of the year, a
circumstance that the Masonic student of
to-day must deeply deplore. Eighteen new
lodges were instituted by dispensation and
at the time of the annual communication
ninety-six working lodges acknowledged the
authority of the Grand Lodge.

1851.

The twelfth annual communication of
Grand Lodge was held at Springfield Oct.
6, 1851. C. G. Y. TAYLOR, elected Grand
Master at the last session, having died dur-
ing the recess, the East was occupied by
THos. J. PICKETT.

The subject of a General Grand Lodge
again came up, but was postponed until the
following year. However, the project was
dead and received no further consideration.

The attendance at Grand Lodge had
visibly improved with each succeeding year,
and at this session thirty-five lodges were
represented. It was felt, however, that
some measures should be employed to se-
cure a larger attendance and more direct
representation from the constituent lodges.
The lodges in the vicinity of the location of
Grand Lodge usually were well represented,
while those lying remote therefrom were
frequently unable or unwilling to bear the
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expense of a delegate. These conditions
led to the passage of the following:

Resolved, That a special committee of five be ap-
pointed to take into consideration the subject of a
Grand Representative Fund, and that said committee
report at this session npon the expediency or inexpe-
diency of its establishment by this Grand Lodge; and,
if in their opinion it be expedient, to report a plan in
detail for its establishment.

The committee was appointed and after
consultation duly reported the following
recommendations:

That the Grand Officers, and one recognized rep-
resentative from each Lodge under this jurisdiction,
be allowed five cents per mile, going and returning,
for every mile necessarily traveled from his place of
residence, and one dollar per day for each day’s act-
val attendance at the Grand Lodge.

That a committee on mileage and per-diem be ap-
pointed at each session of the Grand Lodge, whose
duty it shall be to ascertain the distance necessarily
traveled by each officer and representative entitled to
mileage and per-diem, and report the same to the
Grand Lodge.

That the Grand Secretary be authorized to draw
on the Grand Treasurer in favor of the officers of the
Grand Lodge, and representatives aforesaid, entitled
to the same, for the amount of their mileage and
per-diem.

Upon a call of the lodges the recom-
mendations were adopted, and from this
time on we hear no complaints about slim
attendance.

This session also witnessed a revival of
the ‘‘color” question. It will be remem-
bered that in 1845 the jurisdiction became
convulsed over the alleged acts of the then
Grand Master and the Chicago lodges,
respecting the Masonic status of negroes.
It would seem that the ‘¢Chicago lodges,”
or certain of them, had again become
derelict in this particular, and the matter
came before the Grand Lodge for action.

The subject was referred to a committee,
which found that

A mualatto, or negro, hailing from Cincinnati, ap-
plied for admission into Oriental Lodge, No. 33, He
presented certificates of his having visited lodges in
Kentucky, Missouri, Wisconsin and Ohio, and a copy
of the constitution and by-laws of his lodge, enclosed
with the constitution and by-laws, representing them
as deriving their authority from the North American
Grand Lodge.

The Master of Oriental Lodge appointed a com-
mittee to examine the applicant, and after such exam-
ination he was admitted as a visitor into said lodge.

By resolution in 1846 Grand Lodge had
placed itself on record as ‘‘unqualifiedly
opposed ”’ to the admission of negroes or
mulattoes into lodges under its jurisdiction.
As this ‘“expression of opinion’ was not
mandatory in form, it was not altogether
clear that Oriental Lodge had been guilty
of a positive act of disobedience; but that
no further doubt upon the question might
remain, Grand Lodge adopted the following:

Resolved, That all subordinate lodges under this
jurisdiction be instructed to admit no negro or mnlatto
as visitor or otherwise, under any circumstances what-
ever.

Resolved, That if any lodge under this jurisdiction
hereafter violate this expressed will of this Grand
Lodge, it shall be the duty of the Most Worshipful
Grand Master of this State at once to arrest their
charter.

This remained a standing resolution for
several years, and was then incorporated
into the by-laws.. A number of efforts were
at different times made to repeal it, but it
was not until 1870 that this was finally ac-
complished, and then only by a close vote
and upon a stubborn contest. That the
sentiment is still held by a large majority of
the Craft is beyond doubt, and many who
voted for the repeal did so only because of
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the apparent incongruity of the law when
compared with fundamental precepts. Dur-
ing the existence of the law it was strictly
obeyed by all the lodges of the jurisdiction,
and even since its repeal there have been no
cases known to the writer where the ob-
noxious race has been admitted. Public
sentiment, however, has undergone a marked
change since 1851. Political and social con-
ditions have materially altered, and the ne-
gro, no longer a slave, has been accorded
the same status of citizenship as was then
held by the white man. As our laws now
stand, there is no discrimination with re-
spect to race or color. The applicant must
undergo the test of the ballot; if he passes
he may be received regardless of the hue of
his complexion or color of his skin. If he
applies as a visitor, and produces proper
avouchment, he may be admitted. Any
person declining to sit with him, and hav-
ing the right to object, may still exclude
him by objection; but all of these matters
apply with the same force to all classes and
conditions of men.

The World's Fair brought to Chicago a
cosmopolitan aggregation of Masons, many
of whom wore a dark skin. These, how-
ever, were mainly from the far East, and,
though the majority of these brethren ap-
peared somewhat ‘‘tanned,” they claimed
a common descent as members of the old
Indu-Aryan race.

In the year 1875 one DAVID KALAKAUA,
being on a visit to the city of Chicago, was
admitted to Oriental Lodge as a visitor,
witnessed the work, and enjoyed Masonic
intercourse with the brethren. Bro. KaLa-
KAUA, for it seems he was fully entitled to
this appellation, was nof a Caucasian, but he
was the king of a semi-civilized tribe inhab-

iting certain islands in the Pacific Ocean.
Possibly the Tact that he was a &ing may
have contributed to the cordiality of his re-
ception, and possibly if instead of the king
one of his swarthy subjects had presented
himself the old edict, notwithstanding its
repeal, might have been found to be an in-
superable obstacle to his admission. Then,
too, KALAKAUA was not, strictly speaking, a
‘‘negro,” and Grand Lodge did not legis-
late against ** persons of color.”

Lodges were forbidden to employ trav-
eling lecturers, or to permit such persons to
lecture, while to secure uniformity of work
a committee of three was appointed ‘‘to
devise some system of general instruction.”

TrHoMas J. PICKETT was elected Grand
Master, and the installation, as usual, was
in public.

1852.

Grand Lodge met in annual communica-
tion at Springfield on October 4, 1852, M.
W. THoMAS |. PICKETT presiding.

During the decade immediately preced-
ing Grand Lodge had been gradually per-
fecting the details of organization. The
crude methods of its early years were con-
stantly being supplanted by improved de-
vices looking toward economy of time and
a more orderly and systematic disposition of
business. With its growth came a corre-
sponding increase in the matters presented
for consideration, and as a result the demo-
cratic simplicity which marked the earlier
communications was giving way to modern
legislative precedents. Standing commit-
tees were now doing much of the work
which formerly occupied the attention of
the whole body, yet, up to this year, all
questions concerning the laws, rules and
regulations were deliberated upon in open



56 COMPENDIUM OF FREEMASONRY IN ILLINCIS.

session. At this communication a Com-
mittee on Masonic Jurisprudence was added
to the list and Bros. Wwm. C. Hosss, Jonn
D. CatoN and J. V. Z. BLANEY, became
the first committee.

It has always been a source of just pride
on the part of the Craft that so illustrious a
personage as GEORGE \WASHINGTON should
have shared the common name and assumed
the common vows. Hence, it is but nat-
ural that every event connected with his
Masonic life should possess an interesting
significance. And Grand Lodge was not in-
sensible to this feeling; for it was .

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge recommend to
all subordinate lodges under its jurisdiction that they
celebrate in an appropriate manner, on the 4th day of
November, 1852, the ONE HUNDREDTH Anni-
versary of the reception of the illustrious WASH-
INGTON into the Masonic Fraternity.

As to how generally this recommenda-
tion was observed or followed by the con-
stituent lodges the historian cannot say.

The election resulted in the choice of
Bro. EL1 B. AMEs for Grand Master, who,
as on previous occasions, was publicly in-
stalled, the ceremony being conducted in
the Hall of Representatives, ‘‘which was
brilliantly lighted for the occasion.”

The general subject of a ¢* Library” has

at different times been discussed in all of-

the governing bodies of the State, and a
number of abortive efforts have been made
with this end in view. In many jurisdic-
tions magnificent collections have been made
which now stand as monuments to the men
whose zeal inspired and whose labor accom-
plished the undertaking. But with the ex-
ception of the ‘¢“Acacia Library,” to be
hereafter noticed, Illinois is entirely desti-
tute in this particular. However, in 1852

this seems to have been a live topic, and on
motion of Bro. Hosss it was

Resolved, That the sum of thirty dollars be appro-
priated, to be used by the Grand Master and Grand
Secretary in the purchase of standard Masonic works
for the nse of the Grand Master and the Committee
on Masonic Jurisprudence, and to form the commence-
ment of a Masonic Library.

This was the beginning of what at one
time bade fair to be an important and valu-
able library of Masonic literature. Under
the energetic efforts of the Grand Secretary,
Bro. HarMAN G. REYNOLDs, the matter was
kept before Grand Lodge, as will be seen,
and had not untoward circumstances inter-
vened, the jurisdiction of Illinois, like that
of Iowa and several other States, might
to-day be the proud possessor of a priceless
collection of Masonic books.

1853.

The fourteenth annual communication
was held at Springfield October 3, 1853,
M. W. EL1 B. AMES presiding. There were
at this time one hundred and eleven lodges
on the roll, of which number eighty-six were
represented in Grand Lodge.

At the time of its organization Grand
Lodge provided for a ““ Grand Charity Fund”
to be raised by a small per-capita tax upon
the members of all lodges, and in this man-
ner a considerable amount was realized,
some portion of which was devoted to char-
itable purposes. But with an increased
assessment to pay for ‘‘ mileage and per-
diem ” this was felt to be burdensome, and
the tax (five cents) was repealed. The
charity fund then amounted to $2,275.65.
Of this sum $1,000 was transferred to gen-
eral account ‘‘ for the purpose of defraying
the expenses of the ensuing year,” and after
this inroad the ‘“Grand Charity Fund”
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melts away and soon disappears from the
financial economy of Grand Lodge.

The following extract from the record is
instructive, as showing a further new use
for ‘¢ charity funds ” as well as an explana-
tion of the apparent evaporation of this
item on the Grand Lodge ledger:

“R. W. Bro. E. HiBBarD offered the
following for adoption:

\WHEREAS, It has been represented to this Grand
Lodge that there is a large unproductive surplus fund
in this Grand Lodge, known as the Grand Charity
Fund; and

\WHEREAS, It has been represented to this body
that the brethren of Springfield, as a joint stock com-
pany, are now erecting a large and commodious build-
ing, to be composed of store-rooms, a large concert
hall, and Masonic hall, of sufficient size to accommo-
date this Grand Lodge; and

\WHEREAS, Inthe opinion of this Grand Lodge it
wonld be a safe and profitable investment of said fund;
therefore be it

Resolved, 'That this Grand Lodge subscribe to
twenty shares in said joint stock company—the price
of each share being twenty-five dollars—amounting in
all to five hundred dollars.

Resolved, That the interest of this fund shall be
appropriated annually to the purchase of a Masonic
Library for the nse of this Grand Lodge.

“W. Bro. STEBBINS moved toamend the
first resolution by adding:

Prorded, This proposition meets the concurrence
of a majority of the subordinate lodges.

““Bro. WiLsoN moved to amend the
amendment by inserting before it:

And, also, that this Grand Lodge will subscribe to
twenty shares in the Masonic Temple at Chicago.

«“On motion of Bro. BLAKESLEY, the
amendments were laid on the table.

«\. Bro. StEBBINS moved to lay the
preamble and resolutions on the table,
which was decided in the negative.

““\W. Bro. KinmaN offered the following

as a substitute for the preamble and reso-
lutions:

Resolred, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized
to lend the money known as the Grand Charity Fund
upon good security.

““\V. Bro. PAYNE moved to amend the
substitute by adding:

And that the proceeds be paid into the Grand
Lodge Fund.

¢« On motion, the substitute and amend-
ments thereto were laid on the table.

““R. W. Bro. Grand Junior Warden
offered the following as a substitute:

Resolved, That the Grand Charity Fund be dis-
solved, and that the amount on hand be distributed
among the lodges subordinate tothe Grand Lodge, for
charitable purposes.

*Which was laid on the table.

¢ On motion of W. Bro. WOOLSTEIN,

Ordered, That the main question be now put.

““The question was then taken by yeas
and nays, and resulted as follows:

Yeas-—132. Nays—75.

“+So the question was decided in the af-
firmative.”

The library question was further dis-
cussed and on motion of Bro. HoBss it was

Resolved, That it is imperatively necessary that this
Grand Lodge shonld have a Library, and that the
Grand Master and Grand Secretary be anthorized to
purchase for the immediate use of this Grand Lodge,
the best printed authorities on Masonic Law and
Usage; and further, that one hundred dollars be ap-
propriated for that purpose.

WiLriaM B. WARREN was chosen Grand
Master.
1854.
The fifteenth annual communication was
held in the ‘“*New Masonic Hall ” at Spring-
field, October 2, 1854, Bro. JamMes L. AN-
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DERSON, D. G. M., presiding. Bro. WiLL-
1AM B. WARREN, G. M., was detained at his
home by illness and did not attend this ses-
sion. -

The transactions were of a routine char-
acter and of temporary interest only. JAMEs
L. ANDERSON was elected Grand Master.

* * *

During this year occurred the deaths of
two of the Past Grand Masters, ALEXANDER
Dunrap and NELsOoN D. Morse. Bro. Dun-
LAP was one of the originators of Grand
Lodge. It was in his room at Jacksonville,
and in his presence, that the first written
documents looking toward the organization
of Grand Lodge were framed, and it was
practically through the efforts of himself
and Bro. WARREN that the convention for
organization was brought abont.

Bro. DunNLAp departed this life at Jack-
sonville on the 10th of November, 1853, in
the sixty-eighth year of his age. He was
born in Fayette County, Kentucky. In the
war of 1812 he volunteered as a private,
and was taken prisoner at Dudley's defeat,
in which battle he distinguished himself in
protecting the wounded from the scalping
knife of the savage, and would have paid
the penalty with his own life if he had not

been recognized as a Mason by the British

officer. He was afterward in the battle of
the Thames, and for honorable conduct on
that occasion was made Captain in the United
States Army. He served through the Creek
war, and for some time was a member of
Gen. JacksoN’s military family. He was
present and saw the execution of ARBUTHNOT
and AMBRISTER. He was appointed Major
in the United States Army by President Polk;
served with Gen. ScoTT in Mexico, and was

present and assisted in the reducing of Vera
Cruz; and was in several other engagements
during the war.

As early as the year 1841 he removed
to Jacksonville, and was elected Sheriff of
Morgan County on several occasions.

At the organization of the Grand Lodge
he was elected Grand Treasurer; at the
subsequent session of 1840 and 1841 he was
elected Grand Senior Warden; in 1842 he
was elected Deputy Grand Master, and
Grand Master in 1843.

Bro. N. D. Morsk was a very devoted
Mason. He made his first appearance in
Grand Lodge as Master of Hiram Lodge,
U. D., in 1844; and as Bro. DuNLAp left
the Grand Master’s chair Bro. MORSE was
inducted into the office of Junior Grand War-
den. In 1845 he was elected Deputy Grand
Master, and Grand Master in 1846. He
was not only a devoted Mason, but an ex-
ceedingly intelligent and able one, a good
man, and for fourteen years his chair in the
councils of the fraternity was seldom va-
cant.

1855.

Sixteenth annual communication at
Springfield, Oct. 1, 1855, M. W. JamEes L.
ANDERSON presiding. One hundred and
forty-six lodges were at this time under
charter, with thirty more under dispensa-
tion, making an aggregate of one hundred
and seventy-six lodges under the jurisdiction
of Grand Lodge.

A number of donations to the library
were received, which resulted in the ap-
pointment of a Library Committee and a
Librarian.

The Chicago Lodges invited Grand Lodge
to hold the next annual communication ‘‘in
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the new Masonic Temple” at that city.
The invitation was declined.

Bro. WiLLiaM B. HERRICK was elected

Grand Master. Proceedings routine.
18356.

Seventeenth annual communication at
Springfield, Oct. 6, 1856, M. W. WILLIAM
B. HEeRrrIck, presiding. Since 1854 the
sessions had been held in the ¢ new Masonic
Hall,”” at which place the present assembly
convened.

This year witnessed the last of the
““Grand Charity Fund,” for on motion of
Bro. Buck it was

Resolved, That the Grand Charity Fund and Grand
Representative Fund be merged in the Grand Lodge
Fund, and that all orders be drawn upon the Grand
Lodge Fund.

Transactions routine and of temporary
interest only. Bro. James H. HIBBARD was
elected Grand Master.

1857.

Eighteenth annual communication at
Springfield, October 6, 1857, M. \W. JaMES
H. HiBBARD presiding.

By resolution the Grand Secretary was
instructed to open correspondence with the
commission established at Paris by the Uni-
versal Masonic Congress and solicit an ex-
change of proceedings; ¢‘side degrees” were
declared ‘‘pernicious in their general effect,”
and the conferring of same in lodge rooms
was prohibited. Subordinate lodges punish-
ing by reprimand, suspension or expulsion
any member who should be found guilty of
the ‘“inordinate use of intoxicating drinks,
great profanity, gambling or quarreling”
were assured of the support of the Grand
Lodge.

Bro. HarrisoN DiLLs was elected Grand

Master, and, contrary to usual custom, was
privately installed.

* * *

On the mortuary roll this year appears
the name of WM. A. Dickey, for many
years the standard authority of the esoteric
ritual in all of the Masonic bodies of the
jurisdiction. Bro. DICKEY at one time held
the position of Junior Grand Warden, but it
was to his ritualistic knowledge that he
owed his fame. Unfortunately Grand Lodge
paid but little attention to obituary matters
during its earlier years, and has therefore
failed to preserve any biographical data re-
specting either the life or Masonic labors of
this estimable man.

Among other deaths was that of Bro.
Z. P. Casanis, who, though never an offi-
cer, was an active and zealous laborer in
Grand Lodge.

1858.

Nineteenth annual communication was
held at Springfield, October 5, 1858, M. W.
HarrisoN DiLLs presiding.

Grand Lodge, at this session, endorsed
the effort ‘‘now being made by the ladies
and Free Masons of the United States to
purchase the last resting place of our be-
loved WWASHINGTON, as a noble measure
alike due to his patriotic services and his
Masonic virtues,’ and appropriated one hun-
dred dollars to the cause. It further placed
itself on record as being ‘‘utterly opposed
to all attempts to abridge or limit the right-
ful powers and privileges of the American
Grand Lodges, and to all schemes to divest
them of any part of their sovereignty by
creating any permanent national organiza-
tion;” but, as a conference of delegates had
been proposed by the Grand Lodge of Maine
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to be held in Chicago the following year,
and as several Grand Lodges had responded
in a fraternal manner, it was further

Resolved, That the six highest Grand officers in
this State be appointed delegates to said conference,
with strict instructions to oppose any National Masonic
organization, and with like instructions not to commit
this Grand Lodge 10 any such undertaking until ex-
pressly authorized to do so.

An effort was also made looking to the
appointment of a historian to collect and
arrange the material for a ** complete his-
tory of Masonry in the Territory and State
from the organization of the first Lodge
therein.” This action led to the subsequent
appointment of JouNn C. REYNOLDs to per-
form the work. Bro. REyNoLDs produced
a volume of much merit, but unfortunately
confined his labors mainly to an abstract of
the meager record of the proceedings of
Grand Lodge and a few of its constituents.
Much valuable matter relating to early days,
which lay wholly in tradition, was therefore
disregarded, and, as the persons from whom
this information might have been obtained
have long since passed away, it is doubtful
whether all of the salient features of our
early history will ever become known.

A committee of ‘¢ five brethren, of in-
fluence and standing among railroad men,”
was appointed to secure reduced rates of
fare. This was the commencement of the
present committee on transportation.

By this time Grand Lodge had com-
menced to have ambitions. Two hundred
and eighty-three lodges, with an aggregate
membership of ten thousand, brought it
ample revenue, while the rapid increase of
population in the State presaged well for
future extensions. Already the hall at
Springfield had become insufficient for pres-
ent needs and incapable of holding the num-

ber of representatives which annually as-
sembled, with any degree of convenience.
Hence it was thought by many that Grand
Lodge should provide itself with a suitable
and permanent home. The suggestions in
this respect made by the Grand Master were
favorably considered, and finally a com-

IRA A. W. BUCK,

Seventeenth Grand Master of Masons of Illinois.

(From a lithograph by Shober in the collection of the
Editor.)

mittee was appointed to confer with a like
committee from the Grand Chapter, and
with instructions to report upon the pro-
priety of purchasing a lot and erecting a
temple, and to prepare and submit plans
for the same. The Grand Lodge, at this



COMPENDIUM OF FREEMASONRY IN ILLINOIS. 61

writing, is five times as strong, numecri-
cally, as it was in 1858, but it still meets in
rented rooms and the ¢‘permanent home”
1s still among the hopes and aspirations for
the future.

-IRA A. W. Buck was elected Grand
Master.

18359.

The twentieth annual communication of
Grand Lodge was held at Springfield, Octo-
ber 4, 1859, M. W. Ira A. W. Buck pre-
siding.

The business of the session was of a
strictly routine character and of temporary
interest only. Bro. Buck was re-elected
Grand Master.

1860.

The twenty-first annual communication
of Grand Lodge was held, pursuant to the
by-laws, at ‘“ Grand Lodge Hall,” in the
city of Springfield, October 2, 1860, M. W.
Ira A. W. Buck presiding.

The principal event of this session was
the adoption of the ‘‘representative sys-
tem.” This system, which has now been
in operation in this jurisdiction for thirty-
seven years, was inaugurated by the Grand
Lodge of New York some time during the
‘“forties,” and at once became popular. It
was first brought to the attention of Grand
Lodge by James L. ANDERsoN, G. M., at
the session of 1855, and was by him recom-
mended for favorable consideration; but no
action was taken. In 1859 Bro. Buck again
presented the matter, but with like results.
At this session Bro. Buck renewed his for-
mer recommendation and urged Grand Lodge
to take official cognizance of the subject.
The result was a concurrence in the recom-
mendation by the committee to whom same
had been referred, and the passage of the

following:
4

Resolred, That the M. W, Grand Master be and is
hereby authorized and empowered for and in behalf of
this Grand Lodge to appoint a representative to each
sister Grand Lodge, from such of the distinguished
lights in Masonry as he may select from the member-
ship of the jurisdiction to which they may be accred-
ited, as the representative of this Grand Lodge.

The practice has since been uniformly
followed in this jurisdiction.  Of late years
the subject has frequently engaged the at-
tention of Masonic writers, and the question
of the abolition of the custom has been
seriously considered. The general impres-
sion seems to be that, aside from the sim-
ple expression of amity involved in the ap-
pointment, the practice is conducive to no
useful .end and fulfills no practical purpose.

Among the visitors at this session was
Bro. RoBERT MorRris, of Kentucky. Bre.
Morris at this time was actively engaged
in the promulgation of what was termed the
*“Webb-Preston” system of lectures. A
motion to grant him the use of the Grand
Lodge hall for an exposition of same failed
to pass, but the subject was not suffered to
drop, and during the years immediately en-
sning it became a burning question in this
jurisdiction.

Heretofore all committees had met dur-
ing the session, but with the increase in
membership had come a corresponding in-
crease in the work sent to committees. To
meet these changed conditions the standing
committees were now authorized to sit in
advance of the annual communication, and
this practice has ever since been retained.

Bro. Buck was re-elected Grand Master.

1861,

Annual communication at Springfield,
October 1, 1861, M. W. Ira A. W. Brck
presiding. :

Since the last session of Grand Lodge
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the country had become convulsed by the
throes of civil war. In many jurisdictions
‘“the situation” was the subject of much
discussion, and often legislation, but in Illi-
nois it was felt that the matter had assumed
too vast proportions to warrant any inter-
ference on the part of the fraternity. The
records disclose but slight reference to the
then all-absorbing questions of the day, nor
do the memorials and other communica-
tions respecting same, sent out by some of
the Grand Lodges, seem to have been pre-
sented or considered.

The effect of the war is plainly visible
in the small number of dispensations for
new lodges, while its existence is further
manifest by a dispensation for a ¢‘military
lodge,’" to be named ‘¢ Dubois.” This lodge,
the first of its kind to be created, was con-
fined to the jurisdiction of the Seventh Regi-
ment Illinois Volunteers. The dispensation
was issued to Lieut. E. W. TRUE and oth-
ers, to expire at the disbanding of the Regi-
ment.

During the year a secret and systematic
effort was made throughout the jurisdiction
to secure the representatives to Grand Lodge
through the operation of a society known as
the ‘* Conservators’ Association,”’ the object
being to supplant the old work, which, with
slight variations, had been the standard
from 1846, by a new system of lectures de-
vised by Ros. Morris, and promulgated
under the name ‘‘Webb-Preston.” The
matter came before Grand l.odge at this
session, but, as the full extent of the move-
ment was not then known, nothing more
was done than to pass a precautionary meas-
ure, giving the Grand Master plenary pow-
ers with respect to the appointment of
Grand Lecturers and the supervision of
their labors.

F. M. BLAIR, of Paris, was elected Grand
Master.

* * *

Among the distinguished dead of the
year was WiLLiaM C. Hoss. He attended
Grand Lodge at the session of 1847 and was
appointed Senior Grand Deacon, although
he had then been raised but a few months.
The year following he was Senior Deacon
of his lodge (Bloomington No. 43), and
represented it in Grand LLodge when he was
elected Junior Grand Warden. In 1849 he
became Master of his lodge and Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge. It is safe to
say that his case is without a parallel in
this jurisdiction and probably in all others.
During his term of office occurred the dis-
astrous Peoria fire, which resulted in the
emergent communication (Grand Lodge of
Recovery) in April, 1850. Bro. HoBBs was
the only Grand Master who ever exercised
the prerogative of calling Grand Lodge in
special or emergent communication. He
has been described as a polished gentle-
man, whose hand and heart was ever open
to the appeal of the distressed. A monu-
ment was erected to his memory by Grand
LLodge and the local bodies at Bloomington.
This year also died Stephen A. Douglas,
““The People’s Tribune,” an event that was
duly noticed and commemorated by Grand
Lodge.

1862.

Annual communication at Springfield,
Oct. 7, M. W. F. M. BraIr presiding.

The business of the session was mainly
routine and of temporary interest only. The
Grand Master reported the issuance of dis-
pensations for four military lodges, to be
located in the Ninth and Sixtieth (Inf.) Regi-
ments, the Sixth Cavalry and Second Artil-
ery, respectively.






Reduced fac-simiie of Masonlc War Certificate issued to Illinois Masons serving in the army.
(From the original in the collection of Gen. J. C. Smith, Chicago.)
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It will be remembered that during the
Mexican war, Grand Lodge, by resolution,
sanctioned the creation of lodges of this
character and at a later date had permitted
the Grand Master to issue a warrant for a
““traveling lodge ' in California. There
were, therefore, ample precedents for the
action of the Grand Masters in this respect
during the Civil war. In England this
course had been pursned for many years,
and still continues. In other American
States the practice had also been followed
to some extent, so that it would seem that
Grand Lodge was at least justified in per-
‘mitting the establishment of movable lodges
attached to Illinois regiments in the service
of the United States. But the results were
eminently unsatisfactory. In many cases
the military lodges greatly abused the priv-
ileges granted and instead of confining their
operations to the particular regiments to
which they were attached, or, at most, to
Ilinois troops exclusively, they made Masons
indiscriminately from soldiers and citizens
of other States, both loyal and disloyal, with
very little regard for the kind of material
nsed. At the close of the war this led to
unpleasant complications with the Grand
Lodges of the other States; and it is safe to
predict, in view of past experience, that no
traveling lodge, to operate within a regular
foreign jurisdiction, will ever be again insti-
tuted under the anthority of the Grand
Lodge of Illinois.

The question of ‘‘work ™ and ‘‘lectures”
still continued to be a disturbing element, and
the premonitions of a coming storm are
faintly discernible in the transactions.

The episode of the session was the re-
nunciation by the persons composing same,
of the ‘Conservators’ Association.” The
list comprises the names of sixty-two of the

most ardent Masons then within the juris-
diction, not a few of whom have since be-
come eminent in the councils of the Cralft,
But this was not sufficient to close the ques-
tion of ‘“work” and the events of the suc-
ceeding year produced conditions which
bronght Grand Lodge nearer to a schism
than it has ever been at any other period of
its existence.

F. M. Brair was re-elected Grand
Master.

1863.

The annnal communication was held at
Springfield, October 6, M. W. F. M. BLAIR
presiding.

Soon after the opening of hostilities in
the Civil war the Grand Secretary, either
upon his own motion or the suggestion of
others, prepared and issued to Master Ma-
sons of the obedience of the Grand Lodge
and then serving in the army, a ¢ war cer-
tificate,” as a sort of traveling credential
and Grand Lodge voucher of Masonic stand-
ing. A similar certificate was also prepared
and issued to the sons of Master Masons.
In the latter case it was intended to limit
them to such persons as were under age, or
who had not been of age long enough to
avail themselves of the benefits of Masonry.
Of the value of these certificates the writer
is unable to state. They never seem to
have been formally sanctioned by Grand
Lodge, but were issued by the Grand Secre-
tary as late as 1865. From the report
made to Grand Lodge at this session it
would seém that 1,371 such certificates had
been issued to Master Masons and 386 to
Master Masons’ sons.

The year was one of turmoil and con-
fusion in the jurisdiction. The Grand Mas-
ter, though not a member of jthe Conserva-
tors’ Association, seems neverthelessto have
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become thoroughly imbued with its essential
ideas, and, nnder the plenary authority con-
ferred upon him the year before, had been
propagating the **Morris work” with con-
siderable zeal and assiduity. In justifica-
tion the Grand Master contended that he
was promulgating the true * Webb work,”
taught by JouN BARNEY, ‘‘as he originally
received it,” and before it had been cor-
rupted by ‘‘mnovations attempted to be
palmed off upon the Craft by the Baltimore
convention.”  Of the sincerity of the Grand
Master there seems to have been no ques-
tion, but inasmuch as the ** Baltimorework "’
had practically become a standard,’ or at
least that version of it taught by BARNEY,
Jacksox and DickEy, his actions, of neces-
sity, engendered strife and contention.

His principal opponent was the Grand
Secretary, HARMAN G. REYNOLDs, who, un-
der the direction of Bro. ABRAHAM JONAS,
and other of the Past Grand Masters, car-
ried on a vigorous offensive and defensive
warfare. Not only was this warfare carried
on within the lines of Masonry, but appeals
to the civil courts were made on both sides,
as well as an effort to procure the passage
of a bill by the Legislature restricting the
powers of the Grand Master. A strong
and, to some.extent bitter, party feeling
was thus engendered; and when Grand
Lodge met in annual communication each
side was present in force prepared for a final
struggle for supremacy.

The result was a complete triumph for
the Grand Secretary dnd those allied with
him. Troumas J. TURNER, the candidate of
the ¢ Baltimore-Barney-work” party, was
elected Grand Master by a large majority,
and the Grand Secretary was re-elected by
a vote which completely vindicated his

course. The ultimate result was the com-

plete extinction of the Conservators’ Asso-
ciation and the establishment, by the authori-
tative declaration of Grand Iodge, of the
work as taught by BARNEY, LUcCE, JAcKsoN
and DICKEY as the standard rituals of the
jurisdiction.

1864.

Annual communication at Springfield,
October 4, 1864, M. W. THoMAs J. TURNER
presiding. The bitterness engendered by
the incidents of preceding years seems to
have been effaced and the utmost harmony
marked the deliberations.

The business was routine in character
and of temporary interest only. The con-
vening of lodges on the ‘*Sabbath Day”
(presumably Sunday was intended), except
as *‘a Lodge of Sorrow,” was prohibited.

THoMAs ]. TURNER was re-elected Grand

Master.

On June 8, 1864, our worthy Brother
ABRAHAM JoNAs, the first Grand Master of
Masons in Illinois (present regime), was
called from earthly labors to everlasting re-
freshment, aged nearly 63 years. Grand
Lodge has preserved no adequate memorial
of its first Grand Master, but it would seem
that he received Masonic Light in Ohio;
that he subsequently rose to distinction in
Kentucky, of which jurisdiction he became
Grand Master, and upon his removal to Illi-
nois during the early '30s at once interested
himself in the reintroduction of Masonry.
Upon the organization of Grand Lodge he
was unanimously chosen Grand Master and
by successive re-elections continued to serve
for three years. Until the time of his death
he was an earnest, zealous and faithful
worker and upon all questions of Masonic
policy or internal economy was always pro-
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nounced and fearless in the opinions which
he considered right.

In religion Bro. JoNas wasa Jew, a faith
he consistently observed all his life and in
the full assurance of which he died. His
amiable. character, genial qualities and Ma-
sonic virtues endeared him to the fraternity,
and his sterling attributes as a citizen pro-
cured for him the respect and esteem of the
community. -

1865.

Annual communication at Springfield,
October 3, 1865, M. W. THoMAS J. TURNER
presiding. .

The Grand Master suggested that the
time had arrived when Grand Lodge should
¢ take steps to found and establish a school
for the education of the children of deceased
and indigent Masons, and an asylum for
aged, decrepit and decayed Masons.” It
would seem that with a membership of more
than twenty thousand, embracing much of
the wealth and enterprise of the State, the
Grand Master’'s plea for ‘‘one distinctively
Masonic charitable institution” was well-
timed; but the committee on Grand Mas-
ter's address thought otherwise, and Grand
Lodge concurred. Bro. TURNER passed to
the ‘“great beyond " with his wish ungrati-
fied, but the sentiments he so nobly ex-
pressed have lived among those who came
after him. Illinois may point with pardon-
able pride to more than ‘‘one distinctively
Masonic charitable institution;” and not
only is there an actual establishment for
the ¢ education of the children of deceased
and indigent Masons,” but the ‘‘asylum for
aged, decrepit and decayed Masons” has
passed the stage of theoretical discussion
and is fast becoming a practical reality.

The session was harmonious and un-
eventful. The last relic of the ‘‘late un-

’

pleasantness’ was obliterated by the repeal
of the resolutions of 1864 relative to the
Conservators’ Association.

The most important action, perhaps, was
the amending of the By-laws, whereby the
location of the Grand LLodge was removed
from Springfield to Chicago. H. P. H.
BroMwEeLL was elected Grand Master.

* * *

The year 1865 marked the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the founding of Grand Lodge.
During this brief interval the increase in
numbers, wealth and influence is unprece-
dented in the annals of Masonry. The tide
of immigration had steadily flowed into the
State; its broad prairies became fertile
farms; populous cities arose at the junctions
and termini of the avenues of commerce;
manufactories flourished; and as the State
became populous and great, Freemasonry,
reflecting the best elements of civil society,
advanced with giant strides.

At the annual communication of this year
there were four hundred and thirty-two
lodges at work within the jurisdiction, with
an aggregate membership of upward of
twenty thousand. The days of large lodges
had not yet arrived, however, and member-
ship was more evenly distributed than at
present.  The Chicago lodges, then as
now, excelled in point of numbers. Ori-
ental (33) had 278 members, and for this
reason led the van. Cleveland Lodge (211)
had 266 members, while Kilwinning Lodge
(311) had 216. These were the three strong-
est lodges in the State. Peoria Lodge (15)

followed with a total of 168; Alpha Lodge

(155, Galesburg) 147; Macon Lodge (8,
Decatur) 146, while nineteen other lodges
had memberships varying at different totals
below that last named down ‘to 106, which
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seems to have been the limit reached by
Dewitt Lodge (84, Clinton). It would seem,
therefore, that of the 432 lodges then exist-
ing under charter or dispensation, only twen-
ty-five had a membership exceeding one
hundred, while the general average seems
to have been forty-six.

During this year two of the pillars of
Illinois Masonry were removed by death.
Wy, B. WARREN, who virtually inspired
the movement which led to the organization
of Grand Lodge, expired at his home in
Jacksonville in April, and JAMES L. ANDER-
soN died on August 3oth. Both had attained
the highest honors of the Craft and served
with distinction as Grand Master. So, too,
many of the older names now are missed in
the record of the annual communications.
Age and disease were thinning the ranks of
the veterans. On the other hand, we meet
with names that subsequently became con-
spicuous in the annals. D. C. CREGIER,
James A. HAWLEY, JosepH ROBBINS, JOHN
M. PEARsoN, and other ‘‘young men’’ were
commencing to attest their strength and lay
the foundations for future honors. A. W.
BLAKESLEY, CHARLES FISHER, ]J. R. GORIN,
and others still in the ranks, had for some
time been active in the work, but the ma-
jority of the names which figure in the an-
nual sessions at the time under review be-
long to men who have either retired, moved
from the jurisdiction or passed into the
beyond.

1866.

The annual communication of 1866,
pursuant to the By-laws, was held at the
city of Chicago, October 2, 1866, M. W.
H. P. H. BROMWELL presiding.

Whether the air of the ¢ Garden City”
failed to agree with the representatives, or
whether it was considered better economy

to meet at Springfield, the writer is unable
to state; but, at all events, one session in
Chicago fully satisfied a majority of the
members, and the By-laws were again
changed by making Springfield the place of
permanent location of Grand Lodge.

The business of the session was wholly
routine. Bro. ]J. R. GoriN was elected
Grand Master.

This year witnessed the decease of three
distinguished craftsmen of the jurisdiction,
MerepiTH HELM, WM. B. HERREcK and
James H. HiBBArD, all of whom had been
honored by the highest office within the gift
of the fraternity.

1867.

Annual communication at Springfield,
October 1, 1867, M. W. JEROME R. GORIN
presiding.

With the growth of Grand Lodge the
duties devolving upon the Grand Master had
each year become more numerous and ex-
acting. A partial relief had been afforded
by the creation of a Board of Overseers in
1865, but this measure was now found to be
inadequate to meet the wants of a large and
continually increasing jurisdiction. As a
result the system of Overseers was abolished
and twelve District Deputy Grand Masters
were provided to assist the Grand Master in
the discharge of his duties. This system
had then for some time been in vogue in
several States, and had been found to answer
the desired end. It was adopted in Illinois
as a measure of expediency and was to con-
tinue for one year only, but the good results
which have attended its operation has caused
it to be retained ever since.

The question of ‘“work” wasagain pre-
sented and provision made for the appoint-
ment of a committee to ‘‘revise’ the work
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and report such revision to Grand Lodge
for approval.

Masters and Wardens, while in Grand
Lodge, were ordered to wear the jewels of
their respective offices.

A marked feature of the session was an
effort at literary censorship on the part of
Grand Lodge. During the year preceding
a translation of REBoLD’s ‘‘General His-
tory of Freemasonry in Europe ”’ was placed
upon the market. The book did not meet
the approval of the Grand Secretary, Bro.
H. G. ReynoLps, who conceived for it a
violent dislike. He therefore caused the
matter to come before Grand Lodge, and
the book was sent to the Correspondence
Committee for review. At this session, the
committee, through Bro. BROMWELL, pre-
sented a special report condemning the
work; whereupon the volume was declared
to be heretical and placed upon the index
It is needless to say that
the free advertising thus given largely in-
creased its sales in this jurisdiction.

The mirage of a Grand Lodge Hall again
appeared before the vision of the represent-
atives, resulting in many suggestions, and
finally in the appointment of a committee
to prepare a plan to be submitted at the
next session. Grand Lodge still meets in
rented rooms.

Bro. J. R. GorIN was re-elected Grand
Master.

expurgatorius.

1868.

Annual communication at Springfield,
Oct. 6, 1868, M. W. ]J. R. GorIN presiding.

The business of the session was mainly
routine. The committee on Grand Lodge
Hall reported a plan of taxation for the pur-
pose of providing the necessary funds for
the project, and several amendments to the
By-Laws were offered looking to that end.

It would seem, however, that, despite the
alluring enticement of a ¢ Temple” the
representatives were not prepared to assume
any additional burdens this year, for the
amendments were all rejected and the Hall
project was laid on the table until the next
annual communication. In the meantime a
committee was appointed ‘¢ to take into con-
sideration the most feasible method for the
permanent location of Grand Lodge and for
the erection of a Masonic Temple.”

The committee on ‘‘Esoteric and Ex-
oteric Work "’ reported their inability to com-
plete their labors, and were granted further
time. From this it would seem that the
“‘standard work” was subject to some al-
teration and that the alleged vice of ritual
“‘tinkering”’ is not altogether confined to
the ¢‘superior grades.”

Bro. H. G. REyNoOLDS, who for eighteen
years had filled the office of Secretary, de-
clined further service as such officer, where-
upon he was elected Grand Master. Prob-
ably no man ever wielded more influence in
a Grand Lodge than Bro. REynoLps. Dur-
ing the entire period of his connection with
the Freemasonry of Illinois his views, opin-
ions, whims and caprices furnished the
basis of much official action. He is, with-
out exception, the most picturesque figure
in the history of Grand Lodge; and the im-
partial observer, notwithstanding his vaga-
ries and many idiosyncrasies, must concede
his great ability. He was an untiring
worker, with strong combative tendencies,
and in the many encounters which he sus-
tained he seldom failed to secure the victory.

1869.

The twenty-ninth annual communication
of Grand Lodge was held in the Hall of the
House of Representatives, at Springfield,
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October 35, 1869, M. W. HaArMAN G. REY-
NOLDs presiding.

The address of the Grand Master is an
able yet characteristic document, more vol-
uminous than any produced by his prede-

cessors, and more prolix in statement. He

HARMAN G. REYNOLDS,
Twenty-second Grand Master of Masons of Illinois.
(From a photograph in the collection of ALBERT T.
HEev, Esq., Springfield.)
reports having made ‘‘more than one thou-
sand decisions, interdicts, decrees and or-
ders,” and appends thirty-two sample de-
cisions. Among others we find the follow-

ing:

“ A Master-elect cannot be lawfully installed until
he is invested with the secrets of the chair.”

To the young Mason of to-day this sounds
decidedly archaic, yet as a matter of fact it
continued to be the settled practice of Illi-
nois until within very recent years, and in

the first book of ceremonials a provision for
same will be found.

An interesting question is raised by a par-
agraph of the address relative to work and
lectures. The Grand Master, after referring
to the introduction of the Barney lectures
in 1845, and their subsequent transmission
to Wwm. A. DICKEY, says:

“1 learned the entire lectures from Bro. DICKEY,
in 1848, at Rock Island. In Jannary, 1863, the Grand
Lodge of Michigan appointed a commitlee on work,
before whom, in April following, by invitation from
them, I compared the entire work and lectures, in-
cluding the opening and closing ceremonies, and they
were found to be identical with those tanght to Bro.
FENTON. In 18651 visited the Grand Lodge of Wis-
consin, and in open session compared the lectures
with Bro. M. L. Youngs, Grand Lecturer, and they
were found lo be identical,—”

All of which tends to lend color to the state-
ment so often made by many of the older
Masons that the work of Illinois has ot
been transmitted as it was received. The
writer has visited Masonic lodges in Wis-
consin on many occasions during the last
twenty years, and has had the pleasure of
witnessing exemplifications by Bro. Younas.
If, in 1865, Bro. REYNOLDs compared his
BARNEY lectures with Bro. Younas’ lectures
(also claimed to be BARNEY's) and found
them to be identical, and if the lectures so
compared were those taught by BARNEY and
Dickey and officially endorsed by Grand
Lodge in 1845 and subsequent years, then
the present lectures are zof the same. Some
one (or many) has changed them, and from
a careful comparison of Bro. Youncs’ lec-
tures with the present standard of Illinois,
the writer is much inclined to believe the
Youncs lectures more nearly conform to
the BARNEY work. Of course, Illinois has
a right to change, modify or substitute; but
when we are told that the present verbiage
of our ritual dates back to 1845, and then
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are offered proofs to substantiate the state-
ment, we naturally want the proofs to cor-
respond with the allegations.

The committee on Work, appointed in
1867 and carried over 1868, now reported
that they had ‘‘revised” the work and
were prepared to exemplify same. This
was done at the evening session, when Mr.
CHARLEs J. HEexsTON, having been duly
elected by Springfield Lodge, No. 4, was
duly prepared, introduced and initiated an
Entered Apprentice Mason. Presumably this
was all right, for Grand Lodge said so; but
it will be difficult for any, except a **liberal
constructionist,” to square that work by the
landmarks, laws and O. B.’s of Masonry.

The work having now been ‘‘revised,”
a Board of Examiners was created to examine
all applicants for commissions as Grand
Lecturers, and with instructions to nomi-
nate none who were not thoroughly con-
versant with the work of the State.

The project of a Grand Lodge hall was
again presented in an elaborate report from
the committee appointed at the last session.
The committee suggested an issue of bonds
to the amount of $500,000, running twenty
years; that a suitable site be purchased in
the city of Chicago, and that a structure be
erected from which a revenue might be
derived through rentals for secular purposes;
whereupon it was

Reslored, That a committee of five be appointed to
select a suitable site in the City of Chicago, on which
to build a “ Temple” or building for the Grand Lodge,
and procure a refusal of said site until all the lodges in
the State can be made acquainted with said selection,
and have received a printed copy of the report
just made; and when a majority of such lodges shall
have sanctioned suchselection, the committee shall be
hereby empowered to complete such purchase or

lease, and proceed in the usual way lo make an offer
for the same.

To enable the committee to act, they

were further empowered to petition the

General Assembly for such amendments to
the act of incorporation as might be deemed
expedient.

Whether Grand Lodge felt that in sum-
marily abandoning Chicago after one ses-
sion it had acted inconsiderately, or whether
the friends of the Garden City had rallied
to its support, the writer does not know;
but at all events the By-Laws were again
changed and Chicago was named as the
place of permanent location.

The Grand Orient of France having
recognized ‘‘a self-constituted organization
calling itself the Supreme Council of the A.
& A. S. Rite of the State of Louisiana,
claiming jurisdiction over the symbolic
degrees,” all Masonic intercourse was inter-
dicted with said Grand Orient ‘‘until it
shall acknowledge the full and exclusive
sovereignty of the Grand Lodge of Louisi-
ana.”

As a further expression of the views of
Grand Lodge upon this subject, it was

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge hereby interdict
all recognition of all persons claiming to hail from
lodges within the bounds of the United States, or of
British America, unless such lodges are directly sub-
ordinate to the Grand Lodges in correspondence with
this Grand Body, in the State, Territory, Dominton or
District from whence they hail.

And the line of policy thus laid down
has ever since been rigorously maintained.

A most decided innovation, so far as
American Freemasonry is concerned, was
offered by Bro. Geo. C. LANPHERE, who
proposed a number of constitutional amend-
ments having for their object the creation of
a number of District Grand Lodges. While
this plan seems to work admirably in the
British Islands, where it has been in vogue
for many years, no American Grand Lodge
has ever ventured upon the experiment.
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The -proposition seems to have been induced
by the constantly increasing numbers of the
representatives, the great expense which
attended the holding of annual sessions and
the long distance which many of the mem-
bers were required to travel. The matter
was referred to the committee on jurispru-
dence and went over for a year.

HarMaN G. REYNOLDS was re-elected
Grand Master.

* * *

Past Grand Master F. M. BLAIR died
this year. He seems to have made his first
appearance in Grand Iodge in 1856 as the
representative of Prairie Lodge. No. 77, at
which time he was elected Junior Grand
Warden. He remained continuously in
office until 1861, when he was elected Grand
Master, serving for two years. At the time
of his death he was engaged in the publish-
ing business at Indianapolis, Ind. He has
been described as ‘‘a courteous brother, a
good companion, and an amiable man.”
Like many others of its ancient worthies,
Grand Lodge has preserved no memorial of
Bro. BLAIR, and but little now seems to be
known concerning him.

1870.

The Grand Lodge heid its thirtieth an-
nual communication in Farwell Hall at the
city of Chicago, October 4, 1870, M. W.
HarMAN G. REYNOLDs presiding.  This was
the third session held at Chicago, the first
being in 1849, at which time forty lodges
were represented; the second was in 1866,
when the representatives concluded that
Springfield was the preferable place, and
Grand L.odge moved back to its old home.
But this time the change was permanent,
and ever since the annual communications
have been held in the metropolis.

The Grand Master’s address, like that of
the year preceding, was voluminous in mat-
ter and minutely explicit in detail. One of
the features of the year seems to have been
the number of corner-stone layings. All
requests of this character seem to have met
a ready response, and the list includes a
Female Seminary, a Manufactory and a
Poor House. The catholicity of the be-
stowal of the Grand Master’s favors induced
Bro. A. B. RusseLL to offer the following
resolution:

Resolred, That it is the sense of this Grand
Lodge that the practice of laying the corner stones of
private institutions, such as Rolling Mills, Female
Seminaries, etc., with Masonic ceremonies, should be
discontinued.

But the chair held that the resolution
was an infringement of the prerogatives of
the Grand Master, and ruled it ount of order.

At this session was first extended the
now familiar ‘* Board of Trade’ invitation,
which, with commendable regularity, has
been proffered annually ever since.

It will be remembered that at the session
of 1869 the committee appointed to con-
sider some plan for the permanent location
of Grand Lodge and the erection of a Ma-
sonic Temple made a report, which was ap-
proved by Grand Lodge, and a committee
of five was appointed

To select a suitable site in the city of Chicago,
on which to build a “Temple,” or building for the
Grand Lodge, and procure a refusal for said site until
all the lodges in the State can be made acquainted
wilh such selection, and have received a printed copy
of the report just made; and when a majority of such
lodges shall have sanctioned such selection, the com-
mittee shall be empowered to complete such purchase
or lease, and proceed in the usual way to make an
offer for the same.

This committee consisted of Bros. WrLEY
M. EcaN, THos. J. TURNER, JNo. M. PEAR-
soN and WM. H. TURNER.
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The committee held several meetings,
and finally selected a site in a commanding
business location in the city of Chicago.
To secure the property, however, a large
sum was required to be advanced as a for-
feit, and other sums, beyond the power of
the committee to raise, were required to be
paid at short intervals. Thus the commit-
tee found themselves embarrassed with terms
with which it was impossible to comply.
No means had been provided them, nor any
made by which they could be raised. They
had no authority to borrow, and even if
they had been authorized to borrow, the act
of incorporation restricted them to one thou-
sand dollars. Under the terms of the reso-
lution the refusal would have to await the
action of the lodges, and until their sanc-
tion had been obtained no purchase could
be made. It will be seen, therefore, that
the resolution under which the committee
were compelled to act effectually blocked
all progress. All of which the committee
reported back to Grand Lodge, and were
thereupon discharged from further consid-
eration of the subject, and so ended the
Temple fiasco. The site considered by the
committee was held at $180,000,—a large
sum, it is true, but had Grand l.odge se-
cured same the profit, at this time, would
have amounted to over a million dollars in
the enhanced value of the property.

Bro. LANPHERE'’s plan of District Grand
Lodges, proposed at the last annual com-
munication, was rejected.

Bro. D. C. CREGIER was elected Grand
Master.

1871.

Annual communication at Chicago Oc-
tober 3, 1871. M. W. DEwiTTt C. CREGIER
presiding.

The address of the Grand Master, like

everything which emanates from the pen of
this distinguished Craftsman, is an able and
interesting document. He renewed the
suggestion for a Masonic Temple, but Grand
Lodge apparently had disposed of that proj-
ect and refused to consider same. As a
matter of fact the yearly rentals paid by
Grand Lodge since 1871 would, of them-
selves, be sufficient to have paid for a build-
ing of no mean proportions.

An interesting question was submitted
by Bro. W. B. Sprain, of Jerusalem Temple
Lodge, No. go (Aurora), as follows:

I most respectfully beg to submit the following
for your decision: In the By-Laws of the subordinate
Lodges there is a section which requires each member
1o pay a certain sum as yearly dues. Of those mem-
bers there are Ministers who are in arrears for dues
for a number of years. They are notified by the Sec-
retary that their dues must be paid, they fail to comply
with said uotice, charges are then preferred for non-
payment of dues. A copy of the charges accompany-
ing the notice to appear at a certain time for trial, the
accused appears and acknowledges the correctness of
the Secretary’s books, and that he has never paid any
dues, but claims that Ministers are exempt from dues
in accordance with Ancient Masonic- Law or usage.
He does not come to ask charity of the Lodge or the
remittance of his dues, but is going to test the matter
on Masonic principles, as set forth in the document
which accompanied the report of the Committee. The
matter is then submitted to the Lodge, a vote is taken
and the accused is found Not Guilty.

Now, is there such a law in existence, or has
there ever been, which exempts Ministers from the
paymeut of dues, if not, is the decision of the Lodge
valid in this case?

The question was referred to the Com-
mittee on Jurisprudence, who reported as
follows:

Rev. S. T. ALLEN, a member of Jerusalem Tem-
ple Lodge, No. 90, claimed exemption for non-pay-
ment of dues upon the ground that by usage, and
practically in law, clergymen are exempt from the
payment of dues. Your Committee are of the opinion
that the usage is a mere matter of comity, in no sense
binding, and that no clergyman can claim exemption
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from the payment of dues, unless by authority of ex-
press law.

Bro. JoserH RossINs presented one of
his inimitable ‘‘Correspondence Reports,”
replete with information on the many sub-
jects which then engrossed the Masonic
world, and which secured for him the com-
mendation and thanks of Grand Lodge.

The business of the session was routine
and mainly of temporary interest. Bro. D.
C. CREGIER was re-elected Grand Master.

* * *

On February 23 of this year, the office
of the Grand Secretary and the archives of
the Grand Lodge at Springfield were again
destroved by fire. Several attempts had
been made to have the property of Grand
Lodge insured, but the most valuable por-
tions were of such a character that agents
Among
the archives thus destroyed were a large
number of old records, including those of
Western Star ILodge, of Kaskaskia, the
Grand Lodge Library, then commencing to
assume fair proportions, and a quantity of
valuable manuscripts relating to the early
history of Freemasonry within the State.

On October 9, but a {few days after the
annual communication of Grand Lodge, oc-
curred the great conflagration of modern
times —the ** Chicago Fire.” Many of the
Craft were left homeless and destitute; Ma-
sonic halls, with all of their treasures and
accumulations, were swept away; sorrow
and desolation sat upon the ashes of the
once proud city. But not for long did these
conditions prevail. The hand of fraternal
sympathy was speedily extended from every
quarter of the globe, and money, supplies
and cheering assurances poured in. As
soon as circumstances would permit, Bro.

would make no rate upon them.

D. C. CreGIER called together a number of
the brethren and a Board of Relief was
organized with the following officers and
members:

OFFI1cERs:—M. W. D.C. CREGIER, Grand
Master, President; R. W. H. F. Horcoums,
141, Vice-President; R. W. W. M. Ecan,
211, Treasurer; HARRY DuvarLr, 271, Re-
cording Secretary; Ebp. ]J. HiLL, 211, Cor-
responding Secretary; JAMES MORISON, Su-
perintendent.

MEMBERS :— W. T. T. GURNEY, 211; W.
D. J. AvEry, 411; W. JouN FELDKAMP, 557;
W. E. PowgeLL, M. D., 33; W. D. H. KiL-
MORE, 209; W. A. M. TnHowmsoN, 311; W.
GEo. R. McCLELLEN, 141; W. C. J. FRANKS,
410; W. J. H. MiLEs, 211; W. JouN Sut-
TON, 310; W. ]J. E. CHURCH, 160; I. W.
CONGDON, §526.

For eight months this Board continued
in active service.

By February 1, 1872, more than suffi-
cient money had been received to meet all
demands of a legitimate character.
sequence a special report communicating
this fact and other information, was issued
and sent to every contributing lodge in this
and other States, and was also published in
several Masonic journals. Notwithstanding
this a number of contributions were subse-
quently received, principally from lodges in
Ilinois, amounting to several hundred dol-
lars.

In con-

The total amount received in cash was....883,089 06
The value of goods donated was........... 7,545 44

Making a grand total of cash and sup-
plies received from all sources of ninety
thousand six hundred and thirty four dol-
lars and fifty cents, including the premium
on contributions made in gold, and interests
on deposits, amounting to $844.14, which,
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through the efforts of Bro. Ecan, the Treas-
urer, was allowed by a bank in:New York.
This maunificent sum was contributed by the

following Masonic and other bodies, viz.:
From eight Grand Lodges................. $16,385 25
Six hundred and ninety-six Lodges.. 58,772 74

“ 1 Grand Council R. & S, M........ 200 00
“ 2Councils,do...coviiiiiiiinn.. 118 75

“  Thirty-six Chapters R. A. M........ 1,086 00

“ The Craft of twenty-eight cities...... 9,436 68

“ Two Eastern Star Chapters.......... 289 60

“  One Masontc Quartette Cluh........ 25 00

“  Thirty-three individuals............. 1,778 30

“ " Ten parties unknown .............. 422 58
“ R. R.Companies in transportation.. 2,035 85
Total..oooiiinii i 890,634 50

Truly, an imperishable monument to
Masonry; an unequivocal testimonial to the
sincerity and worth of Masonic charity; a
grand object lesson of the practical exem-
plification of Masonic tenets.

The disbursements from this fund were
as follows:

For relief of brethren and their families, in-

cluding expenses due to disbursements.$35,502 04
Divided among city lodges......... ...... 25,412 00
For establishment of a permanent Masonic

Boardof Relief ...................... 6,500 00
Returned to lodges which sent more than
one donation.......o.eeiueruennnnnn. 2,205 29
Returned to Grand Charity Fund of those
jurisdictions which sent $400 and up-
WKl 6 0060 68600066 8660000 30000000045 18,109 64
Returned to particular lodges which do-
nated 8400 and upward ............ . 1,510 36
Reserved for printing report and expense
incident to mailing and auditing com-
T 16 o 1,394 57
890,634 50

As to the manner in which these dis-
bursements were made and the purposes
subserved, the following resume, from the
address of Grand Master CREGIER to the
Grand Lodge at its annual communication
in 1872, will sufficiently indicate:

During the early days of the relief organization
we did not forget that a hard winter was at hand;
nor did we know the extent of want that might exist,
or the means that would be available for relieving it;
hence the members of the Board deemed it prudent
to husband the fund then in hand and carefully ap-
ply it in accordance with the instructions of the do-
nors, viz.: to those who were sufferers by the fire
and in actual need.

Many applications were made by brethren, and
their relatives, to be set up in business. The aggre-
gate amount sought for this purpose would alone
reach three times the whole amount received. These
applications were of necessity declined.

As the season advanced the applicants for relief
gradually decreased. In view of this fact it was
deemed best, in order to save expense, to close the
labors of the Board and transfer the care of the needy
to the several lodges.

Our lodges, at the time, were in no condition to
assume this responsibility. Eighteen of them had
lost their halls, paraphernalia, etc., and in several
cases their funds, with little or no insurance, and
that little extremely uncertain; while most of the
members were embarrassed in like manner. The
question of what was right and proper in the prem-
ises involved considerable thought. However, it
was finally resolved to allot to each “Burned out
Lodge” from six to twelve dollars per capita, accord-
ing to their respective resident membership at the
time of the fire, as determined by the Grand Lodge
recoras.

Those lodges which were not burned out had
members who were sufferers by the fire — the lodge,
as such, having lost nothing— warranted a dis-
tinction; and it was deterniined to allow about
one-half per capita upon same basis of calculation.
All the lodges were required, as a condition to receiv-
ing the amount allotted to them, to amend their By-
Laws establishing a Charity Fund, to the credit of
which the money should be placed; and 1 am happy
to say that the lodges promptly acquiesced in this
commendable course, and it can now be said —
thanks to the generous donors— that every lodge in
Chicago has a fund held in trust for that for which it
was intended, viz.: charity.

The establishment of a permanent Board of
Masonic Relief was a matter which the brethren en-
gaged in this work deemed highly proper and neces-
sary, in order that brethren from abroad, in need,
might find that assistance which our lodges at pres-
ent are unable to render; hence an amount was set
apart for that purpose, none of which is to be devoted
to the assistance of resident brethren.
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This Board of Relief is now fully organized, with
officers and members whose hearts are in the good
work. Mostof the lodges in the city are represented,
and have signified their willingness to contribute
toward sustaining the orgauization to the extent of
their ability; so that when our worthy brethren from
abroad come to Chicago, should they be in need,
they will find willing hearts and ready hands to do
unto them as others have done unto us.

The Board remained in existence for
several years, but finally, through the refusal
of some of the city lodges to contribute to
its funds, was dissolved.

There were a number of lodges which sent two,
three and four donations; we returned to each one
half of the amount sent. The Board, as ageuts or
servants of the donors, having accomplished the work
of feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, caring for
the sick, helping the weary wanderer on his way,
assisting the lodges and providing for the sojourner,
believed it included all that was intended to be done.
But, notwithstanding this, there was a surplus, which,
unltess it was allowed to flow beyond what was
deemed its legitimate channels, naturally belongs to
those who intrusted it 1o our hands to be *disbursed
as we might deem best.” The question as to the
proper disposition of this surplus was freely dis-
cussed. 1t was urged that the money, having been
sent here, should be retained for some purpose. It
was suggested that it be devoted to the founding of a
Masonic Asylum, or be invested in real estate as a
site for a “ Masonic Temple "—both worthy objects;
but these and other similar propositions met with
but little favor from those in charge of the fund; for
surely the Masons of Illinois will never consent to
lay the foundations of their Asylums and Temples
with the superabundant gifts of a beloved brother-
hood whose only aim was to lighten the burdens
created by an awful calamity. It was therefore de-
termined to return the surplus from whence it came.
To return this to the several lodges would be quite
impracticable; besides the sums would be too insig-
nificanl to warrant the labor and expense. Hence
the proportion due the several lodges in the various
jurisdictions was aggregated, making in some cases
a haudsome amount, which was returned to the re-
spective Grand Lodges for the benefit of their Char-
ity Funds.

Of the amounts thus returned, $3,028
was sent to the Grand Lodge of Illinois, as

the representative of the contributing lodges
of the jurisdiction, and the sum became the
nucleus of a second ‘¢ Grand Charity Fund.”
At this time there were upward of six hun-
dred lodges in the State, of which number
two hundred and twenty-two sent donations
of money or supplies which aggregated
$15.897.85. _

In order that all acts and proceedings
connected with relief matters might be in-
vestigated and reported upon by persons en-
tirely free from partiality, the Grand Master
invited M. W. SamueL C. PERkINs, Grand
Master of Pennsylvanta, M. W. CHas. F.
STANSBURY, Grand Master of the District of
Columbia, and M. W. Ozias P. WATERs,
Grand Master of Iowa, to visit Chicago, and
act as a commission for that purpose; and,
after a thorough and critical investigation of
the whole matter, to give to the world their
opinion of the justness and correctness of
the same.

These distinguished Masons complied
with the request, and after a thorough and
careful examination presented to all whom
it might concern, the following

REPORT.

To the Contridbutors of the Masonic Relicf Fund for
the Sufferers by the Chicago Fire:

CHICAGO, September, 5872.

The undersigned, having been honored by the
Grand Master of Masons of Illinois, with a request to
act as a commission to examine and report upon the
accounts and proceedings of the Masonic Board of
Relief, charged with administering the funds contrib-
uted by the Masonic Fraternity of this and other
countries for the benefit of the sufferers by the great
Chicago Fire of 1871, have performed the duty assigned
them; and it should be fully understood at the outset
that this duty has been requested of the undersigned,
through the voluntary act of the Board of Relief,
prompted by a high sense of delicacy and honor, and
not from any feeling or intimation on the part of the
donors that any investigation was required.

- The undersigned met at the Masonic Temple, in
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Chicago, September 18 and 19, 1872. Grand Master
SamvEL C. PERKINS, of Pennsylvania, acting as Pres-
ident of the Commission, and Worshipful Brother
CHARLES H. KINGsTON, of Pennsylvania, as Secre-
tary.

They proceeded to make a careful examination of
all the books, papers and vouchers of the Board of Re-
lief, and of the system adopted by them for the cus-
tody and administration of the fund, and for the
preservation of a record of their proceedings under
the important trust confided to them.

All the books, papers and vouchers of the Board,
and of its officers and committees, were submitted to
the undersigned, together with the final report of the
management of the fund, which exhibit in detail all
the statistics necessary to show the very thorough and
exact manner in which this important trust has been
administered,

Keeping in view the fact that this fund was con-
tributed specifically for the relief of Master Masons
and their families who were sufferers by the great fire,
the Board of Relief from the outset adopted the prin-
ciple of satisfying themselves, personally, that each
applicant relieved came within the provisions of the
trust; was worthy and in actual need of the aid granted.
So far as practicable the applicants were furnished
with such articles of immediate necessity for their
household and personal wants as their needs required,
and the Board, by the liberality of the merchants with
whom they dealt, and of the railroad companies over
whose roads transportation of applicants relieved was
needed, were enabled to obtain supplies and trans-
portation at greatly reduced cost. Only a small
amount was disbursed in direct appropriations of
money. The Board did not regard the fund as in-
tended to make good mere pecuniary losses by the fire,
or in any sense an insurance fund; but as contributed
for the temporary relief of the immediate and pressing
necessities of direct sufferers by the fire.

Among the large number of applicants it was too
much to expect that no case of attempted fraud and
imposition would occur. But a careful personal exam-
ination of the records of the Board, and of their de-
tailed action in individual cases, satisfied the under-
signed that the greatest diligence had been exercised
in their investigation; while at the same time no un-
necessary formalities were permitted to exist to pre-
vent relief being afforded promptly.

All money received for the fund was paid over to
the Treasurer, and by him deposited to the credit of a
separate account in bank and paid out by checks upon
orders drawn by the President and attested by the Sec-
retary of the Board.

The immediate disbursements were made by the

Secretary, under the supervision of the executive
committee, and a full and detailed report was pre-
sented at each monthly meeting of the Board, exam-
ined and vouched for by a sub-committee, and ap-
proved by the Board. The books of the Secretary
and Treasurer were examined and compared with the
vouchers by the undersigned and found to he correct
in every particular, and kept with a degree of accu-
racy and fullness of detail which cannot be too highly
recommended.

It was the earnestly expressed wish of all the offi-
cers and members of the Board, with the majority of
whom we had the pleasure of meeting, that the under-
signed would make their investigation and review
thorough and searching, to the last detail; and such
has been our endeavor ; and this report is the resnlt
of a full and minute personal examination, influenced
solely by a desire to arrive at the truth, and to declare
our conclusions to the fraternity at large as the con-
victions of our minds, under a due sense, as well of
the obligations of the respective offices which it is our
honor to hold in the Craft as of the special trust de-
volved upon us in this particnlar regard.

The entire amount of cash dona-

tions receivedwas............ 283,089 06

In addition to which supplies of
goods were sent valued at.. ... 7,545 44
Making a totalof ......... 590,634 50

Of this amount there has been dis-

bursed, in the relief of appli-

cants, allotments to Chicago

Lodges, the expenses of the

Board, and a donation to Chi-

cago Masonic Board of Relief,

as set forth in detail in the re-

port which is to be printed....367,414 04
There has been returned to the

donors a surplusof .......... 21,825 89
And there has been retained to

meet the expenses of printing

the report and this commission 1,394 57
390,634 50

The orders drawn upon the Treasurer had not
all been presented at the date of this report, nor had
all the checks drawn by him been presented to the
bank for payment ; but the undersigned are satisfied
that the moneys are on hand and in the bank, to the
credit of his account, as Treasurer of the Board, to
meet the outstanding orders and checks, on presenta-
tion.

The undersigned find that a careful, exact and
clear record has been kept of every transaction ; that
the money received and disbursed is accurately ac-
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counted for, and that the disbursements are supported
by vouchers, which present, in minutest detail, the ex-
act history of every charity bestowed, and allow every
transaction to be reviewed in all its attendant circum-
stances. Every precaution which prudence could
suggest has been taken 1o secure the faithful applica-
tion of the fund to the beneficiaries for whom it was
designed by the donors. :

The detailed report prepared for publication by
the Board was submitted to and carefully examined
and approved by the undersigned.

It would be impossihle to speak too highly of the
character of the record which has been preserved of
transactions so multifarious and minute, and the un-
dersigned would do injustice to the impression made
upon them by this examination, should they fail to
express their unqualified approbation of the manner
in which the Board have administered the trust con-
fided to them by the Fraternity.

Respectfully and Fraternally submitted hy

SAM’L C. PERKINS,

Grand Master of Pennsyleania.
CHAS. F. STANSBURY,

Grand Master District of Columbia.

O. P. WATERS,

Grand Master of Masons in Iowa.
CHAs. H. KiNGsTON,

Secretary.

1872.

The thirty-second annual communica-
tion of the Grand Lodge was held in Mec-
Vicker’s Theater, in the city of Chicago,
October 1, 1872, M. W. Dewitt C. CREGIER
presiding.

The address of the Grand Master re-
counts the calamity of the year preceding,
the spontaneous outburst of Masonic charity
which that event occasioned, the formation
of the Relief Board and its disbursements,
and other events connected with the sub-
ject, to which the writer is indebted for
much of the matter presented in the last
section. In addition to the extraordinary
duties occasioned by the fire his report
shows that he had accomplished a vast deal
of routine work; and so well had these
varied duties been performed that Grand

Lodge voted to himn a beautiful testimonial in
the shape of a Past Grand Master’s jewel.
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Past Grand Master’s Official Jewel, Grand Lodge
of 1llinois. {(From the original in the possession of
Hon. D, C. CREGIER, Chicago.)

Bro. CREGIER enjoys the distinction of being
the first and only Grand Master to receive
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this unequivocal mark of appreciative es-
teem from Grand Lodge. The jewel is
of gold, richly studded with diamonds, and
1s valued at $1,000.

The committee on Grand Master’s ad-
dress endorsed the report of the commission
which examined the work of the Relief
Board, and approved the manner in which
such Board had executed its trust; expressed
its appreciation of the magnificent response
which the fraternity throughout the world
had made to Chicago’s sign of distress, and
recommended the adoption of the following
resolutions:

1st. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge gratefully
recognizesthe grand beneficence exhibited by the Craft
throughout the world, to their brothers in distress, that
we will ever cherish in our hearts and engrave upon
imperishable tablets the memories of this divine
charity.

2d. Resolred, That to Most Worshipful Grand
Master DEw1TT C. CREGIER, President, Brethren H.
F. HoLcomB, Vice President, WILEY M. EGaAY,
Treasurer, HARRY DuvaLL, Recording Secretary, ED.
J. HiLL, Corresponding Secretary, JAMES MORRISON,
Superintendent, and T. T. GurNEY, D. ]J. AVERy,
Jou~ FELDKkAMP, E. POwELL, D. KIiLMORE, A. M.
THOMPSON, E. RoONAYNE, GEO. R, McCLELLAN, C. ].
FrANKS, JaMeEs H. MiLES, Jonx Surroy, J. E.
CHURCH, and [. W. CoNGDON, members of the Board
of Masonic Relief of Chicago, the grateful thanks of
this Grand Lodge are eminently due for their self-sac-
rificing labors in relieving the necessities of our broth-
ers in distress, and the wisdom, prudence and zeal dis-
played by them in the discharge of their sacred trust.

3d. Resolved, That in grateful recognition of the
eminent services rendered by the “ Masonic Board of
Relief of Chicago,” this Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge cause the report of the commussion, consisting
of Most Worshipful SamvueL C. PERrkins, Grand
Master of Pennsylvania, Most Worshipful CHARLES
F. STANSBURY, Grand Master of District of Columbia,
Most Worshipful O. P. WATERS, Grand Master of
Masons in [owa, and Worshipful Brother CHARLES H.
KINGSTON, together with the second and third of these
resolutions, to be handsomely engrossed, framed and
presented to each member of said Board of Masonic
Relief.

All of which were adopted. A certifi-
5

cate embodying the foregoing was accord-
ingly made and a copy presented to each of
the persons named. A reduced facsimile of
this document will be found upon the op-
posite page. :

Bro. A. W. BLAKESLEY offered a radical
amendment to the Constitution, involving
the beneficial features of co-operative life
insurance, but Grand Lodge, wisely, would
have none of it.

Bro. JaMmeEs A. HAwLEY was elected
Grand Master.

1873.

The thirty-second annual communica-
tion of Grand Lodge was held in McCor-
mick’s Hall, at the city of Chicago, October
7, 1873, M. W. James A. HAwWLEY pre-
siding.

At this time yellow fever was epidemic
in a number of Southern States, and the
first business transacted was the passage of
the following resolutions :

Resolved, That the Masonic Fraternity of the
State of Illinois, in Grand Lodge assembled, tender to
the people generally, and to our brethren in particu-
lar, of the cities of Shreveport and Memphis, expres-
sions of profound sympathy in their present hour of
distress, due to the epidemic now raging in their
midst.

Resolved, That our M. W. Grand Master be, and
is hereby, authorized to notify the M. W.,, the Grand
Master of Masons in Louisiana, to draw upon this
Grand Lodge for the sum of three hundred dollars
(8300), to be applied to the relief of our brethren,
their widows and orphans, resident at Shreveport,
who may be in distress.

Resolved, That our M. W. Grand Master be
authorized to, in the same manner, tender to the
Grand Master of Tennessee the sum of two hundred
dollars ($200), to be devoted to the relief of our breth-
ren, their widows and orphans, resident in the city of
Memphis, who may be sufferers by the present
epidemic.

A new code of By-Laws was adopted,
substantially the one now in use; five hun-
dred dollars was appropriated for the relief
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of Bro. HARMAN G. REYNOLDS; a resolution
was passed authorizing the reprinting of the
proceedings from 1840 to 1860, inclusive;
while in the following, offered by Bro. J. R.
GoRrIN, we hear an echo of the long forgot-
ten ‘“Grand Charity Fund:”

WHEREAS, Up to the year 1853 this Grand Lodge
had on hand the sum of $5,500, or thereabouts, Grand
Charity Fund, collected from the Lodges in this Grand
Jurisdiction, who paid it to the Grand Lodge, believing
that it would be held sacred for the purposes for which
it was paid into the Grand Treasury; and

WHEREAS, By resolution the Grand Lodge bor-
rowed this fund at different times and applied the
same to the payment of the mileage and per-diem of
members and for other purposes; therefore,

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed
by the Grand Master, whose duty it shall be to ascer-
tain the amount of said Charity Fund so loaned to
this Grand Lodge, and the time when loaned, and re-
port to the Grand Lodge, at its next Annual Grand
Communication, the amount due the Grand Charity
Fund.

The resolution was adopted.

Bro. JameEs A. HAWLEY was re-elected
Grand Master.

* * *

In addition to the plague which scourged
the Southern cities at thistime, and torelieve
which Grand Lodge at the communication
of 1873 contributed the sum of $500, a new
affliction had visited this portion of our
country, and disasters of a most appalling
nature had followed in quick succession.
From the address of M. W. Bro. HAWLEY,
we learn that in the month of May next
succeeding he received a circular letter from
the Grand Secretary of Louisiana, portray-
ing the deep distress and suffering existing
among the Masonic fraternity of a large
portion of that State, brought on by a con-
tinued series of reverses and afflictions, fol-
lowed by fearful floods that inundated whole
parishes, driving the inhabitants from their

homes and leaving them in a penniless con-
dition.  Accordingly he issued a circular
letter to the several Lodges of this State,
asking contributions for their relief; and
with the consent and advice of the Com-
mittee on Charity, drew upon the Grand
Lodge Charity Fund, in their behalf, to the
amount of five hundred dollars. Unfor-
tunately his letter to the lodges, although
issued immediately on receipt of the Grand
Secretary’s communication, did not reach
them until after the stated meetings in June,
and as in many of the Lodges the stated
meetings of July and August are lightly at-
tended or altogether omitted, the response
to this call was not as general as it would
otherwise have been. Notwithstanding this,
however, the lodges of this State contrib-
uted the sam of $2,071.20 prior to the 15th
of August, at which time information was
received from the M. W. the Grand Master
of Louisiana that ‘‘the noble benevolence
of the Masonic fraternity and the prompti-
tude with which their offerings were laid at
once upon the altar of our Common Broth-
hood had relieved the sufferings and averted
the gloomy result that for a time stared
them in the face,” and further, ‘“that the
Masons of Louisiana, more especially those
whose necessities were so quickly relieved,
will ever bear in grateful remembrance the
timely assistance and the hearty good will
and expressions of sympathy and brotherly
love that accompanied the gifts in their hour
of want and distress.”

Of the 674 lodges of the State 147 con-
tributed to this laudable charity in sums
varying from $2 to $100, making a total as
above stated, of $2,071.20, which, with the
sum of $500 contributed by Grand Lodge,
made a grand total of $2,571.20.

The only other event of moment occur-



COMPENDIUM OF FREEMASONRY [N [LLINOIS. 83

ring after the session of Grand Lodge was
the laying of the corner-stone of the new
Government building at Chicago, on June
24, 1874. Notwithstanding that this cere-
mony was attended with more pageantry
than any similar occasion in the history of
Grand Lodge, it is important mainly from
the determined efforts of ‘¢ our friends, the
enemy,” to prevent it, and the complete
triumph of the fraternity.

1874.

Annual communication at Chicago, Oct.
6, 1874, M. W. JaMEs A. HAWLEY presiding.

The address of the Grand Master recites
the Louisiana flood sufferings and the action
taken by himself and constituent lodges; the
circumstances attending the laying of the
corner-stone of the Government building at
Chicago, and his efforts to enforce the ob-
servance of the ‘*standard work.”

The corner-stone of the Custom House
and Post Office at Chicago was laid with the
ceremonies of the Craft on June 24, preced-
ing the session of Grand Lodge. As this
was an event of much importance at the time,
owing to the strong pressure brought to bear
upon the officers of Government to suppress
same and thus discourage ¢ Masonic favor-
itism,” the following excerpta from the an-

nual address of M. W. Bro. HAWLEY may

prove interesting :

It was an occasion of universal interest, not only
to the Craft of this and adjoining States, but also to
the public at large, especially to the citizens of Chi-
cago, which was made manifest by their presence in
numbers unsurpassed by any similar event of our time.
In view of the national character of the building, the
magnitude and completeness of the arrangements on
the part of the United States officials, as well as the
Craft of this city, I may be pardoned for adverting to
the event somewhat more fully than is customary in an
official report. Especially is this proper since the op-
portunity was seized upon by the enemies of Freema-
sonry, and, to a great extent, by the pressof thiscity, to

misrepresent the action and intentions of the Masonic
Fraternity, thereby creating in the minds of those out-
side the Institution an unwarrantable prejudice towards
a society that never seeks, in any manner, to foist its an-
cient and universally-respected ceremonies before the
public, unless especially invited to do so; but, notwith-
standing this well-known characteristic of our society,
the misrepresentations were carried to such an extent
that many, even of the Craft, were led to believe that
the dignity and honor of our ancient Institution had
been, or would be, compromised by yielding to the im-
portunities of a few fanatical bigots, who may be well-
informed on other subjects, but whose ignorance and
misconception of the design and claims of Free-
masonry is entitled to pity; yet, in the face of this, they
have the effrontery to assume the role of the three men
of Hooley street, and represent themselves as “we,
the people,” by anticipating the occasion by a year to
display their venom, by forwarding to the authorities
at Washington remonstrances against the Masons be-
ing permitted to perform these ceremonies. Notwith-
standing this action, the National Government, through
its proper officers, without any solicitation on the part
of the Masonic Fraternity, formally invited the Grand
Master of Masons in this State to lay the corner-stone
of this national edifice, thereby recognizing the an-
tiquity of our Masonic [nstitution, perpetuating the
customs pertaining thereto, and acknowledging the
appropriateness of its ceremonies. This invitation
was accepted inthe same courteous spirit in which it
was given; and [ desire to bear testimony to the fact
that the Masonic Fraternity, throughout the entire
affair, were treated with the utmost consideration and
respect by the representatives of the National Govern-
ment, and that they did not, at any time or in any man-
ner, interfere with or seek to make any change in the
ceremonies of the occasion as prepared by M. W.
Bro. CREGIER, who represented the Grand Master in
arranging the same. Neither was this programme
thus prepared changed in any particular, except so far
as to invite that distinguished gentleman and jurist,
Hon. HENRY W. BLODGETT, Judge of the United
States Court, to represent the National Government,
and take such part in the ceremonies as the Grand
Master assigned, and originally intended should have
been performed by the President of the United States.
This somewhat lengthy statement is not intended as a
reply to those fanatical busy-bodies who have sought
to make themselves conspicuons, but to correct any
misapprehensions the Masons of this and other Grand
Jurisdictions have touching the same, and to show you
that the dignity and honor of our noble Institution,
represented in the State of Illinois, are as unsullied as
when the invitation, politely and considerately ten-
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dered by the United States authorities, was accepted by
your Grand Master.

Bro. J. R. Gorly, from the committee
appointed to investigate the Grand Charity
Fund, submitted the following report, which
was adopted:

The undersigned, a committee appointed by the
Grand Master of the last Grand Annnal Communica-
tion of this Grand Lodge, to ascertain the amount of
money borrowed by the Grand Lodge of the Grand
Charity Fund, etc., would submit the following as the
result of our investigations:

We find that in the year 1847, the amount of
the Grand Charity Fund in the hands

of the Grand Treasurer amonntedto....§ 131 85
In the years 1848 and 1849 no report of the

amount of Grand Charity Fund wasmade.
In the year 1850 the balance on hand, as re-

O b B h0 0 0 6006066660066 60000006300 1,058 65
In the year 1852 the balance on hand, as re-

JEE), WS 000000 0000000000060000000 1,745 15
In the year 1853 the balance on hand, as re-

[BELIEL, 800 00000000d000000000006000a0 1,881 65
In the year 1854 the balance on hand, as re-

ported, Was.......oooiuiiiiiiiiin e 356 70
In the year 1855 the balance on hand, as re-

ported, Was. ........ieiiiiiniiaes ool 231 70
The records of the Grand Lodge show that

in 1852 there was transferred from this

Fund to the Grand Lodge Fund........ 500 00
And in the year 1853...........c.oivinenne. 1,000 00

It appears, also, that at the same Communication
of the Grand Lodge the sum of $500.00, ont of this
fund, was invested in stock of the Masonic Hall, in
Springfield.

At the Annual Communication of the Grand
Lodge in 1856, a resolution was adopted, by which the
Grand Charity Fund was merged into the Grand
Lodge Fund, and the balance in the hands of the
Grand Treasurer of said fund, to-wit, $231.70, was by
him transferred to the Grand Lodge Fund; since
which time there has been no Grand Charity Fund,
until the year 1872, when M. W, Bro. D. C. CREGIER
paid over to the Grand Secretary the sum of $3,028.00,
which amount was ordered by the Grand Lodge to be
set apart as @ Grand Charity Fund. There now re-
mains of that amount in the hands of the Grand
Treasurer, as will appear by his report, the sum of
81,328.00.

A careful and critical examination of the pro-
ceedings cf the Grand Lodge shows that the largest

amonnt of Grand Charity Funds in the hands of the
Grand Treasurer at any one time, was in 1853, amount-
ing 10 $2,265.00. During the period mentioned above,
to-wit, between the years 1856 and 1872, no separate
accounts have been kept of Charity Funds received or
disbursed. The ordersdrawn for charitable purposes
during these sixteen years do not, in every instance,
show upon their face the object for which the money
was appropriated; yet we find that during this period
the Grand Lodge disbursed for charitable purposes a
sum of money more than equal to the amount which
the Grand Lodge appropriated of this fund for pur-
poses other than charity. We are, therefore, clearly
of the opinion, after a careful investigation of the sub-
ject, that this Grand Lodge has paid out in the way of
charity an amount which warrants us in saying that
the Grand Lodge has fully discharged the debt to the
Grand Charity Fund.

This settled the Charity Fund for all
time.

The practice, so prevalent in many juris-
dictions, of presenting testimonials to retir-
ing officers, has never obtained in the Grand
Lodge of Illinois. An exceptton was made
in the case of M. W. Bro. CREGIER, tn rec-
ognition of extraordinary services rendered
during the period succeeding the Chicago
Fire, but, as arule, no other or further testi-
monial ts given to any retiring Grand Mas-
ter than the vote of thanks of Grand LLodge.
Lesser dignitaries do not receive even that.
An effort was made in 1861 to recognize the
services of M. W. Bro. Buck, then retiring
from a three-years term of service, by add-
ing to the resolution providing for the usual
‘“vote of thanks” a recommendation for
the presentation of a Past Grand Master’s
Jewel. On motion of Bro. WM. MCMURTRY
the report was amended by striking out the
recommendation for a jewel, and in that
form adopted. Since that time, except in
the case of Bro. CREGIER, nothing has been
satd about jewels. Whether Bro. McMuR-
TRY, having thought the matter over for
thirteen years, had reached a different con-
clusion from that formerly held, or desired
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to ‘“square’”’ himself with the Past Grand
Masters, is not known; but at all events he
now came forward to make amends for the
past by offering the following resolution:

Resolred, That there be purchased and presented
to the Past and Present Grand Masters of this Grand
Lodge, Collars, Jewels and Aprous, such as are worn
by the Grand Officers.

The resolution was referred to a prac-
tical and unsympathetic Finance Commit-
tee, who apparently had imbibed Bro. Mc-
MURTRY’s views of thirteen years before, as
they reported back the following:

Your committee have had under consideration the
resolution looking to the purchase and presentation to
our Present and Past Grand Masters of appropriate
regalia and jewels, and without disparagement of the
true respect due our exalted brethren, your commit-
tee, in view of the reduction in the receipts of this
Grand Lodge the past year, are coustrained to recom-
mend the rejection of the proposition as a useless ex-
penditure of the revenues of the Grand Lodge and a
bad precedent;

And Grand Lodge concurred. )

The Committee on ‘¢ Restoration of Rec-
ords” presented a report showing that a
reprint of Grand Lodge proceedings, from
1840 to 1860, had been made, as per in-
structions.

A resolution to move the Grand Secre-
tary’s office to Chicago was presented, but
failed to pass. Bro. GeEo. E. LOUNSBURY
was elected Grand Master.

1875.

The thirty-sixth annual communication
of Grand Lodge was held at Chicago, Octo-
ber 5, 1875, M. \WW. Geo. E. LOUNSBURY,
presiding.

Bro. CHas. F. StansBURY, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, agent of the Washington
Monument Association, was introduced and
laid before Grand Lodge the objects and

purposes of that Association. A committee
was appointed to consider the matter and in
due time recommended action as follows:

Resolved, That the sum of one thousand dollars
be, and is hereby, appropriated for the use of the Na-
tional Monument Society, on the conditions by which
said society voluntarily restricts itself in receiving sub-
scriptions, which sum shall include the cost of a me-
morial stone to be selected by this Grand Lodge.

Resoleed, That the Grand Lodge recommends to
its constituent lodges, that they contribute as liberally
as their means will permit, to the fund proposed to be
raised for the purpose herein indicated, both as an at-
testation of the patriotism which burns in the hearts of
all true Masons, and asa tribute of affectionate regard
for the memory of the man whom freedom and history
have forever enshrined among the heroes of humanity.

The resolutions were adopted.

The corner stone of this remarkable
monument was laid in 1848 and for some
years thereafter the work was prosecuted
with vigor. After a while it languished and
finally ceased. For twenty years immedi-
ately preceding, no work of any kind had
been done, but the then approaching cen-
tennial of American Independence aroused
public sentiment and hastened the comple-
tion of the enterprise. While the fraternity
are not wholly entitled to the credit for this
they may yet take no small share of same,
as well as of every other undertaking of a
public character designed to honor the name
and memory of the immortal WASHINGTON.

On motion of Bro. GiL \W. BARNARD, it
was,

Resolved, That the Committee on Installation
service be instructed to report to this Grand Lodge a

suitable form of Masonic regalia and jewel for District
Deputy Grand Masters.

No report with respect to this matter
seems to have been presented until the an-
nual communication of 1877, when Bro. D.
C. CREGIER submitted a design for jewels
for D. D. G. M.’s, which was adopted. But
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as Grand Lodge has never made any pro-
vision for procuring such jewels and as none
of the incumbents have ever seen fit to pro-
cure same for themselves, it has not been
given to this generation to know what they
look like.

The growth of Masonry in the jurisdic-
tion, the constant accretion of new lodges,
the vast number of representatives present
each year, rendering the transaction of busi-
ness often very difficult, as well as the great
expense entailed by the annual communica-
tion, had frequently been the subject of
discussion. A proposal by Bro. LANPHERE
to adopt the English method of District
Grand Lodges was presented to the session
of 1869, but failed to receive favorable con-
sideration. The same plan was now again
proposed by Bro. F. M. PickeTT, who
offered the following resolutions, the con-
sideration of which was postponed until the
next annual communication:

WHEREAS, The numberof members of this M. W.
Grand Lodge has become so great that it is too un-
wieldy for legislative purposes; and

WHEREAS, The annual expenses of the same for
mileage and per-diem has become so great as to have
become a subject of considerable complaint among
the body of the Craft; and

WHEREAS, Some remedy for these growing evils
should be devised at as early a day as possible; there-
fore,

Resolved, That a committee of five, to be selected
by the M. W. Grand Master, be appointed to devise a
method for the organization of District Grand Lodges
in the several Masonic Districts of this Grand Juris-
diction, and for the future composition of this M. W,
Grand Lodge by representation from such District
Grand Lodges.

Resolrved, That the said committee report the re-
sult of their deliberations to the next annual commu-
nication of this M. W. Grand Lodge, in the form of
amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws, and that
the said amendments then take the nsual course.

At the succeeding annual communication
of 1876 the foregoing resolutions were called

up, whereupon it was moved, and carried,
that the consideration of same be indefinitely
postponed.

About this time commenced an era of
financial disasters. Heretofore Grand Lodge
had experienced but few difficulties with
respect to its money or property. The
former it generally contrived to spend about
as rapidly as it was received, the latter was
so meagre in quantity, and comparatively
valueless in character, that its care created
no concern. By this time, however, the
annual receipts were becoming large and the
grand totals made no insignificant figure.
The Treasurer, Bro. HarrisoN DiLLs, was
not present at this communication and the
Finance Committee were unable to arrive at
any correct conclusion with respect to his
accounts; but as the representatives had
implicit confidence in his integrity he was
again elected to the position which he had
occupied for many years. In the meantime
a committee was appointed to settle his
accounts and Bro. A. A. GLENN was made
Treasurer pro temt.

Bro. LounsBURY was re-elected Grand
Master.

1876.

At the annual communication of this
year R. W. JosepH RoBBINS occupied the
East in the absence of the Grand Master,
Geo. E. LounsBURY, whom failing health
had driven into exile beneath milder skies.
Bro. LounsBury had continued to perform
his duties until the latter part of July, when
his health became so much impaired that he
was obliged to relinquish them, and acting
under the imperative orders of his physician
he left the jurisdiction and sought relief in
the mountain regions of Colorado. But
from this quest he never returned.

Bro. CREGIER, from the Committee on
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Ceremonials, submitted a report cover-
ing forms for Instituting and Constituting
Lodges, Installation of Officers, and such
other rituals as are usually classed under
the head of ‘“ancient ceremontes;’’ and on
motion the report was adopted and the rit-
uals declared to be the authorized ceremo-
nials of Grand IL.odge. Prior to this time
there had been no authorized ceremonies
for those parts of the ancient work that are,
or may be, performed in public. The com-
pilations of MoORE, MACKEY, SICKLEsS and
others were in general use. Grand Lodge,
many years before, had recommended
Moore's ¢‘ Trestle Board "’ as a proper com-
pilation for the use of the lodges, but this
had gradually been supplanted by more
modern works. By the adoption of this
report Grand Lodge now had a complete
and well-arranged ‘* Ahiman Rezon” of its
own, and to Bro. CREGIER, who arranged
the ritual, much credit is due for the very
satisfactory manner in which the editorial
work was performed.

The Grand Treasurer made no report
this year and Bro. GLENN continued to act,
and at the election was regularly chosen to
fill the office.

Bro. JoseEpH RoBBINS was elected Grand
Master.

1377.

The thirty-eighth annual communication
of Grand Lodge was held at Chicago, Octo-
ber 2, 1877, with M. W. JosepH RoOBBINS
presiding.

The business was routine and of tem-
porary interest.

The amount due Grand Lodge from its
late Treasurer, Bro. DiLLs, was found to
be $6,177.59. For this sum a note was
executed due in two years and secured by a
trust deed of real estate in the city of

Quincy. The security, however, was en-
cumbered by a prior mortgage for $6,000,
and when this first mortgage came to be
foreclosed some years later it was found
that there was virtually no equity worth
preserving. The defalcation, therefore, be-
came a total loss. But while the Grand
Treasurer was to some degree culpable in
mingling the funds of Grand Lodge with his
own and thus subjecting same to any losses
he might sustain in his business transac-
tions, yet no imputation of dishonesty has
ever attached to his name. The affair was
regarded as one of misfortune only, and
Grand Lodge not only forgave the debt but
in his indigent old age generously provided
him with an annual pension in recognition
of his long service.

Apparently the representatives were not
altogether satisfied with McCormick’s Hall,
where for a number of years the annual ses-
sions had been held; for on motion of Bro.
G. M. HayNEs it was

Resolved, That the proper officers be requested to
procure, if possible, a more comfortable and suitable
room for the next regular communication of this Grand
Lodge.

Whether it was found impossible to com-
ply with this request, or whether the place
was deemed ‘‘comfortable and suitable,”
the writer is unable to say; but at all events
Grand Lodge continued to meet in McCox-
Mmick’s Hall for several years afterward.

Bro. JosepH RoOBBINS was re-elected
Grand Master.

* * *

Bro. LEvi Lusk died July 25, 1877, at
the ripe age of 82 years. For more than
two generations he was a worker in Masonry,
and during his long and active life filled the
offices of Grand Lecturer, Grand Secretary,
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Grand Master, and many other important
positions in the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

* * *

During the month of June of this year a
disastrous fire occurred at St. John, N. B.
The brethren of Chicago, with the recol-
lections of 1871 still fresh in their memories,
raised and forwarded the sum of $1,179,
and the Grand Master drew upon the Charity
Fund for the further sum of $250.

1878.

The annual communication of 1878 was
held at Chicago October 1, M. W. JosepH
RoBBINS in the East.

The year 1877-8 developed another un-
pleasant surprise in the defalcation of the
Grand Treasurer, Bro. A. A. GLENN, who
had succeeded the unfortunate HARRIsON
Dirrs. From the address of the Grand
Master we learn that Bro. GLENN had been
engaged in the banking business at Mt.
Sterling and that investigation disclosed
the fact that the moneys of Grand Lodge
had not been deposited as trust funds, but
had been used by the Treasurer in com-
mon with his private moneys; that the
business of Bro. GLENN was extended in
the community in which he lived, and that
among those crippled by his failure were the
chief sureties on his official bond. Hence
it was not expected that Grand Lodge would
realize much out of the failure, an expecta-
tion that was afterward fully established as
a fact. But this default; as in the case of
Bro. DiLLs, was viewed with the utmost
leniency by Grand Lodge. Bro. GLENN
lost all that he possessed, possibly through
faults of his own, but still through misfor-
tune. His totalindebtedness to Grand Lodge
amounted, after all payments of dividends

from his estate had been made, to about
$10,000. To secure this he assigned a life
insurance policy, from which something may
some time be realized, for at this writing
Bro. GLENN is still living. Of his honesty
and integrity there has never been any
question, and the craft generally have
never entertained for him any other feelings
than those of {raternal affection. Asinthe
case of Bro. DiLLs, all of his failings have
been condoned. But the end was not yet.
Still another default was to be made before
the general health of the finances should be
restored.

During this year yellow fever was again
epidemic in several of the Southern States,
and appeals for relief were made by the
Masonic and civil authorities of the infected
jurisdictions. The response was immediate
and bountiful. The fraternity of Chicago
organized a Relief Committee, which col-
lected and remitted the sum of $1,733.75,
which was sent direct; in addition thereto
and in response to a circular of the Grand
Master, the lodges of the State, including
those of Chicago, forwarded to the Grand
Treasurer the further sum of $3,886.37,
and from private sources the fund further
swelled until it reached a grand aggregate
of $6,014.12. All of this money was sent
in suitable sums to the various points most
in need of same, but mainly to Mississippi
and Tennessee.

Up to this time it had been the practice
of Grand Lodge to publish in the abstract of
its transactions, the full reports of its Griev-
ance Committees, including the names of
parties, the charges, and frequently a sum-
mary of the evidence. The impropriety of
this practice had long been evident, partic-
ularly in those cases where the accused was
acquitted. At this session Bro. JAMES A.
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HAwLEY, from the Committee on Jurispru-
dence, presented the report of said Commit-
tee, in part, as follows:

By the provisions of Section 5, Article 1, Part 3,
Grand Lodge By-Laws, no lodge in this grand juris-
diction is permitted to publish in any manner the de-
tails or result of any trial; and while this law is not to
govern the action of the Grand Lodge, your committee
are of the opinion that we should be as consistent as
circnmstances will permit, and that the Grand Lodge
should not go further in giving publicity to the affairs
of Masonry than may be deemed necessary to accom-
plish the end sought. Your committée therefore recom-
mend that hereafter no printed ddcument emanating
from this Grand Lodge should contain the names of
brethren who may have been disciplined by lodges;
nor any of the details of charges, specifications or pro-
ceedings of the trial. It seems to your committee to
answer all the requirements of the case, to preserve
the full reports made to the Grand Lodge for future
reference, and that an abstract thereof be furnished by
the Grand Secretary to the parties interested therein,
or who may desire the same. And after careful delib-
eration, your committee are unanimous in the opinion
that our practice in this regard should be changed,
and therefore submit the following as an amendment
to the By-Laws, viz., to add to Section 13, Article 6, as
follows:

Provided, That none of the details of Masonic
trials, emanating from the Committee on Appeals and
Grievances, that of petitions, or others, whereby the
name of the accused or the offense charged, shall be
published in the printed proceedings; but that the
Grand Secretary shall number such cases, giving name
and number of lodge, and the final action of the Grand
Lodge had thereon.

The proposed amendment was duly sec-
onded and at the succeeding communication
in 1879 was formally adopted and made a
part of the By-Laws. Since then the pres-
ent method of presenting only the number
of the case and the action had thereon has
prevailed.

Bro. THEODORE T. GURNEY was elected
Grand Master.

1879.

The fortieth annual communication was
held at Chicago October 7, 1879, with M.
W. THEODORE T. GURNEY presiding.

The business of this session was purely
routine.

At the preceding communication of 1878
a resolution was passed calling for a detatled
report of the receipts and expenditures of
the ten years then last past. The Finance
Committee reported that the destruction of
records and change of Grand Officers, each
having a different system of making reports,
prevented a concise classification; but that,

From such records as were accessible for the ten
years ending with 1877, we find the receipts from all

sources to have been $278,851.37. The expenditures
during the same period were approximately as follows:

Mileage and per-diem............ouuenn. $138,026 65
V2060600600 0080600000 00000660 Ceev. 14782 41
SpecialiOrders f. . B Frr e ok o ele el ool 84,104 07
Salariesand Fees ....oovvvvvvnnnn. yee.. 22806 46
Tobalance........ocovieiiiniiiinnnnnn. 19,131 78

Total..ovevriiinr ot e $278,851 37

We find that for several years the printing and
salary and fees orders were classed as special orders;
hence those items do not inciude all which properly
belong to them. The balance arises from deficiencies
of previous Grand Treasurers, not necessary here to
refer to.

The figures are not without interest to-
day, and a perusal of this brief report, cov-
ering a perio of only ten years, at a time
when the revers :s were far less than at
present, affords :erious food for reflection

to the thinking ad.”
Bro. T. 1 GURNEY was re-elected
Grand Master.
1880.

The annuval comimunication of 1880 was
held October s, in Central Music Hall, at
the city of Chicago, M. W. THEODORE T.
GURNEY presiding. It would seem, there-
fore, that the long-deferred request of Grand
Lodge was complied with, and that the
““proper officers” had ‘‘procured a more
comfortable and snitable room’ than Mc-
Cormick’s Hall. With only a few excep-
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tions Grand Lodge has continued to meet in
this commodious hall ever since.

The abstract of the proceedings discloses
nothing of special import not mentioned
under other heads.

Bro. WM. H. ScoTT was elected Grand
Master.

1881.

The forty-second annual communication
of Grand Lodge was held at Chicago, Octo-
ber 4, 1881, with M. W. WiLLiaM H. ScoTT
in the East.

The Grand Master announced that on
the first of September preceding he had ac-
cepted the resignation of the Grand Secre-
tary, JouN F. BURRILL, and appointed the
Dep. Gr. Secy., Bro. Frank Hubpson, Jr.,
to fill the office until the election of a suc-
cessor. The Dep. Gr. Secy. reported to
Grand Lodge that he deemed ¢it due to
the Grand Lodge, as well as to Bro. Bur-
RILL, to state that upon assuming the office
of Grand Secretary by the appointment of
the Most Worshipful Grand Master, on the
first of September last, the books and papers
were found in excellent shape, and Bro.
BURRILL turned over all the moneys belong-
ing to the Grand Lodge, as shown by his
books. In fact, had it not been for Bro.
BurrILL’S methodical and business-like way
of conducting the Grand Secretary’s office,
it would have been impossible for any one
to have taken up the work and carried it
forward through the busiest month of the
year with anything like success.”

The Finance Committee examined the
accounts of both officers, found them appar-
ently correct, and they were duly approved
by Grand Lodge. And here ended, appar-
ently, a most innocent and prosaic transac-
tion. As a matter of fact, however, this
simple and ordinary-looking affair contained

the germs of the greatest scandal Grand
Lodge has ever knownj; and, coming as it
did, upon the heels of prior defalcations,
produced a marked and injurious effect upon
the entire fraternity.

In order that a connected view may be
had of this ‘‘celebrated case,”’ the events
of the next succeeding years will be here
grouped, and then the unpleasant subject
will be dismissed from our consideration.

At this compmunication Bro. L. L. MuNN
was elected Grand Secretary and at once
entered upon ‘the discharge of his duties.
Upon examination he discovered what ap-
peared to be a discrepancy in the statements
and accounts of the former Grand Secretary,
which he duly reported to the Grand Master
(Bro. ScorT), who thereupon requested the
Finance Committee to make a thorough ex-
amination. This was done and resulted in
a report showing a gross shortage in the
accounts. Thereupon the Grand Master
authorized Bro. Jno. C. SMITH, chairman of
the committee, ** to take such legal steps as
are necessary to bring the defaulter to justice
at as small an expense to the Grand Lodge”
as the exigencies of the case would permit.

The defalcation seems to have been con-
summated by failure to enter accounts in the
books and by an adroit system of inserting
items in the printed proceedings after the
accounts had been passed by the Finance
Committee. The peculations covered sev-
eral years, and briefly stated were as follows:

Not found in cash book or i)rinted

DrOCEEdiMZSIN LTIt PN, 83,871 75
Injected into proceedings, not in
cashbook .......covvveieenns 3,871 5
In 1878, amount of............. .. 8 533 50
In 1879, amount of....... ...e.... 2,995 00
In 1880, amount of.....oveeveen... 4,101 75
In 1881, amountyofc. s se . vesete . 113 25
Total deficiency .......... 87,743 50
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It was apparent that the defalcation was
the result of deliberate intention, and there-
fore active steps were at once taken to ap-
prehend the culprit. Immediately after his
resignation he had left the State, and for
some time his whereabouts were unknown.
It was finally ascertained that he was in
Minnesota, whereupon Bro. SMmITH, under
the authority of the Grand Master, procured
a requisition upon the civic authorities of
Minnesota for the extradition of the fugi-
tive. The requisition was duly honored by
the Governor of Minnesota, who issued his
warrant for the arrest of BURRILL, who was
apprehended at Minneapolis and brought
back to the city of Springfield, where he
waived examination and was held in bonds
of $10,000. At the communication of 1882
BURRILL appeared before Grand Lodge and
in what seemed an ingenuous speech de-
fended himself against the accusation. His
words and manner won for him much sym-
pathy. An attempt was made to procure a
suspension of the criminal proceedings with-
out success, and he returned to Springfield
to await developments.

Soon after the close of the session of
1882 the grand jury of Sangamon county
found three indictiments against him for
‘‘embezzlement of the funds of the Grand
Lodge of the State of Illinois, Free and
Accepted Masons, for the years 1879,
1880 and 1881,” the statute of limitation
saving him from an indictment for the de-
falcation of the year 1878. He was admit-
ted to bail in the sum of $3,500, to appear
for trial at the succeeding term of the San-
gamon County Circuit Court. A change of
venue was asked for by BUrrILL from San-
gamon County, the place in which he had
resided for twenty-five or more years, and
in which the office of Grand Secretary had

been located, assigning as the reason there-
for that the people of Sangamon County were
prejudiced against him, and that he could
not have a fair trial in said county. The
Court allowed the motion, and the venue
was changed to the adjoining county of
Macoupin.

The Committee on Finance immediately
entered into a correspondence with the sev-
eral lodges, the dues of which had been
paid to and personally appropriated by Bur-
RILL, to learn what evidence they could fur-
nish that would aid in his conviction. The
request for information was generally re-
sponded to, but a number of lodges, appar-
ently fearing that the request was but a
plan to again collect the sums once paid by
them to BURRILL, refused to comply. Suf-
ficient evidence was obtained, however, and
at the February term, 1883, of the Macou-
pin Circuit Court, a trial was had before
Judge WELCH and a jury. The trial was
had upon the indictment charging the em-
bezzlement of funds in 1880, and occupied
eleven days, beginning on March 13th.

Upon submitting the case to the jury the
prosecution was required to elect the defal-
cation of a particular year for which they
asked a conviction, and the year 1879 was
selected. The jury returned a verdict of
guilty; found the value of the funds embez-
zled to be $2,892, and fixed the defendant’s
punishment at five years in the penitentiary.
A motion for a new trial was overruled, the
prisoner was sentenced, and, in due time,
conveyed to the Chester penitentiary, where
he served his term. The total cost of the
prosecution was $2,926.35, making the en-
tire loss to Grand Lodge, including defalca-
tion, $10,669.85.

We may now resume our broken narra-
tive of the events of 1881.
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For the second time in its history the
Nation beheld the appalling spectacle of the
death of a President by the hand of an as-
sassin. While the demise of the immortal
LINCcOLN in 1865 was appropriately observed,
yet the action of Grand Lodge at that time
was more in the nature of an association of
loyal and law-abiding citizens paying a just
tribute of respect to the memory of a late
ruler. Buot JaAMEs A. GARFIELD was a Ma-
son as well as a President; and while it was
fitting that Grand Lodge, in pursuance of its
time-honored landmarks enjoining respect
for the civil magistrates and obedience to
constituted authority, should place on record
some recognition of the sad event which
had deprived the country of its Chief Mag-
istrate, it was especially fitting that it shounld
so do when, in addition, the person holding
that exalted office was a member of our
great fraternity. Accordingly, a memorial
was prepared, presented and adopted by
Grand Lodge, while in the constituent lodges
of the jurisdiction, by public or private ex-
ercises, the memory of the deceased was
further honored and fraternally observed.

An appeal from the Grand Lodge of
Michigan, asking relief for the sufferers
from desolating fires in the Northeastern
part of that State, was responded to by a
donation of $1,000 and a recommendation
to the lodges to contribute for the same pur-
pose.

The use of Masonic symbols in commer-
cial matters or as adjuncts to advertising
devices, was condemned.

Bro. WM. H. Scott
Grand Master.

was re-elected

1882.

Forty-third annual communication at
Chicago, Oct. 3, 1882, M. W. WM. H. ScoTtT
presiding.

The business of the session was mainly
routine and of no special interest at this
time. The BURRILL matter was the promi-
nent feature.

Bro. DANIEL M. BROWNING was elected
Grand Master.

1883.

Annual communication at Chicago, Oct.
2, 1883, M. W. DaNIEL M. BROWNING pre-
siding.

During the early part of this year the
‘““spring freshets " cansed great destruction
of property and much suffering in the sounth-
ern portion of the State and many were left
in a destitute condition. To assist in the
relief of these unfortunate persons an appeal
was made to the fraternity of the State, and
as a resnlt $4,354.98 was received and dis-
tributed. Shawneetown was the base of
operations and the work was conducted
mainly under the direction of Bro. W. J.
ELweLL as Chairman of the Masonic Flood
Relief Committee. The prompt and liberal
responses to this appeal formed a gratifying
exhibition of the zeal and fidelity of the
Craft in this jurisdiction.

About this time commenced the ‘¢ high-
degree " difficulties which in several jurisdic-
tions have produced much trouble and not
a little un-Masonic disputation. The ques-
tion grew out of the efforts of sundry breth-
ren inseveral of the Eastern States to organ-
ize bodies claiming legitimate descent as
branches of the Ancient Accepted Scottish
Rite, a claim which was disputed or denied
by the organizations then in the occupancy
of the entire territory of the United States
and known respectively as the Supreme
Councils for the Northern and Southern
Jurisdictions. The controversy, in some
localities, was transferred from the high-
degree bodies, where it properly belonged,
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to the symbolic lodges, and drastic measures
were resorted to for the purpose of crushing
out the ‘‘spurious’ organizations. Fortu-
nately, the good sense and cool heads of the
leaders have been sufficient to keep the mat-
ter out of Grand Lodge and we have been
spared the humiliating spectacles presented
in a number of jurisdictions.

For some reason many of the Grand
Lodges which were induced to interfere felt
disinclined to approach the subject openly
or to direct a fulmination against the real
object of attack. As a foil they selected
the long-exploded and practically extinct
Rite of Memphis, and with an exhibition of
valor that would have cheered the heart of
Sir JouN FALSTAFF they proceeded to de-
molish this ‘*man in buckram.” The initi-
ative was taken by the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts in 1882, which, by an amend-
ment to its constitution, attempted to define
what organizations are ‘‘regular and duly
constituted Masonic bodies.” This defini-
tion branded as un-Masonic all organizations
not expressly named, and prohibited the
Master Masons of its obedience from affiliat-
ing with any organization called Masonic
and not included in its list of ¢ regulars,”
under penalty of expulsion.

The action of Massachusetts was referred
to the Committee on Jurisprudence, which,
through its chairman, Bro. JosepH RoBBINS,
reported as follows :

Notwithstanding each Grand Lodge is sovereign
and independent within its own territory, yet, possess-
ing, as they do, a common system, derived from a
common source, so intimately are they bound together
that no one of them can be indifferent to the action of
any other touching the fundamental principles of the
Institution.

The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts having taken
occasion to define Masonry anew, we are compelled to
re-examine the basis upon which that definition rests.
The result of that re-examination is to strengthen our

convictions that the Grand Lodge cannot, without
losing sight of its obligation to sustain the law of the
Ancient Charges, subscribe to any definition of Ma-
sonry that will include within the category of Masonic
bodies those organizations whose only claim to be
considered as such rests in the fact that those who or-
ganized them were already Masons.

The conclusion, then, at which we arrive, so far as
it applies to the Grand Lodge of Illinois, and its terri-
torial jurisdiction, is that, like Massachusetts, werecog-
nize no degrees in Masonry except those conferred
under the regulations of the various States and Terri-
tories of the United States, and the governments
throughout the world, viz., the degrees of Entered
Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Mason; and
that as we cannot admit as beirg regular and duly
constituted Masonic bodies any save those organized
for the practice of these recognized degrees, we can
find no basis anywhere for the assumption, on the
part of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, to interfere with
the operations of the varions associations of Craftsmen
enumerated in the Massachusetts amendment, and
known also to exist within this jurisdiction, or with
any other similar bodies which, like them, do not
assnme control over any portion of the Masonry of
the lodge.

And Grand ILodge confirmed the views
of the committee, which it made its own
by the adoption of the report.

It will be hard for the most intense
friend of the ‘‘superior grades,” whether
legitimate or illegitimate, genuine or spuri-
ous, to find any fault with the logic of the
foregoing, or the simple and dignified lan-
guage in which the statements are couched,
and, in the main, the conduct of Grand
Lodge has been shaped and directed by this
declaration of principles with respect to all
of the phases which the Scottish Rite con-
troversy has since assumed.

But notwithstanding this statement,
sufficient in itself for all the exigencies that
might be presented, the leaders were not
satisfied. They wanted gore. How they
found it the transactions of the succeeding
year must show.

The questionsof expense, taxation, econ-
omy in administration, etc., have always
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been live topics in Grand Lodge, and not
infrequently has some intrepid reformer
arisen with a panacea for existing ills. The
propositions have usually received respectful
consideration, but rarely have the sugges-
tions been regarded with favor. This year
the reformer was Bro. L. B. BoswegLL,
seconded by the representatives of twelve
lodges, who presented the following :

In the opinion of the undersigned representatives
to this Grand Lodge, the time has arrived when the
question of taxation of constituent lodges for the main-
tenance of annual meetings of this Grand Lodge
should be fully considered, in view of the fact that
many lodges of the State can ill afford to stand a
yearly tax, as required by the By-Laws of this Grand
Lodge, and also from the large sums annually ex-
pended in mileage and per-diem, which otherwise
might remain in the hands of the constituent lodges,
to aid in defraying other requisite expenses.

We believe the question is one that shonld be fully
and impartially considered by a select committee, with
a view of finding some sure and safe way ont of the
evils which surround the matter, and devise some way
by which the business of this Grand Lodge can be
properly and well conducted, at a less annnal expense
to the constituent lodges of this State than at present,
either by changing the time of meetings of this body
from annual to biennial, the reduction of per capita
tax, a change in manner of representation, or such
other means as the wisdom of the committee may rec-
ommend.

With the above in view, and desiring that the sub-
ject may be considered and brought before this Grand
Lodge for discussion and action, be it

Resolved, ‘That a committee of five members or rep-
resentatives to this Grand Lodge be appointed to take
under advisement the entire subject, and report to
this Grand Lodge at their next Annual Communication,
to be held in October, 1884, the result of their deliber-
ations, with such necessary legislation as may be requi-
site to meet the ends in view, for the further action of
this Grand Lodge.

The resolution was adopted and a com-
mittee appointed to grapple with the prob-
lem.

Bro. D. M. BrRoOwNING was re-elected
Grand Master.

1884.

The forty-fifth annual communication of
Grand Lodge was held in Farwell Hall, at
Chicago, October 7, 1884, M. W. DaANIEL
M. BROWNING presiding.

In the spring of this year there was a
repetition of the freshet disasters of the year
preceding. The waters from the Ohio River
reached an unprecedented height, flooding
large districts in the southern part of the
State and occastoning much damage and
distress. An appeal for relief was sent to
the Craft, which produced a response ex-
ceeding even the liberal contributions of the
year preceding, and at this session the re-
ports of the officers showed that $5,524.40
had been received from the lodges of the
jurisdiction. Truly a commendable exhibit.

. It will be remembered that at the ses-
sionof 1883 the < Massachusetts departure”
of defining what were and what were not
Masonic bodies, was presented to Grand
Lodge and rejected. This action was strict-
ly in keeping with the declared conservative
policy of the jurisdiction. But, apparently,
the leaders desired something upon which
to try their weapons. The Scottish Rite
imbroglio was not practicable, but the os-
tensible cause of Massachusetts’ action was
still available, and would seem to have been
eagerly setzed upon by those interested.

There was, at this time, a peddler of
pinchbeck Masonry living at Boston, who
claimed to control the long-defunct corpse
of an institution once known as the « Egyp-
ttan Rite of Memphis;”’ but even this seems
to have been a spurious and not the genuine
corpse. There was also at New York a
gentleman, for those who knew him seem
to unite in giving him this character, who
claimed to possess, as of right, the genuine
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article. It is not denied that the ‘“Rite”
was dead beyond resurrection.

The Grand Master reported that it had
been reported to him that there was an or-
ganization with the foregoing name ¢‘and
other organizations of a like character,”
which were claiming the right to organize
““Blue Lodges” (whatever these may be),
and that he had referred the matter to the
Committee on Correspondence for an inves-
tigation and report. It was not contended
that there had been any invasion, or any
danger of same. A correspondence with
the proprietors of the respective claims pro-
duced sufficient to show that neither party
had ever chartered symbolic lodges, but that
each claimed ‘“to have the same right as
that possessed by the Scottish and other
Rites of Masonry to work the first three de-
grees in unoccupied territory.”” Thereupon
Grand Lodge made the following declara-
tion of principles:

¥irst. That persons cannot be made Masons ex-
cept by the act of a regular lodge, working under the
jurisdiction and by the authority of a Grand Lodge
duly constituted by the representatives of lodges of
Free and Accepted or Craft Masons.

Second. That every association of Masons, of
whatever name or degree, other than that of the three
degrees of Craft Masonry heretofore described, that
assumes the right 1o congregate, initiate, pass and
raise persons to the several degrees of said Craft or
Symbolic Masonry, is clandestine, and is hereby so
pronounced and declared.

And in pursuance of such declaration forth-
with proceeded to anathemize the ‘“ Egyp-
tian Masonic Rite of Memphis,” and to
place under the ban of excommunication
all persons found adhering thereto. Inas-
much as this shadow of a Rite, for it was
utterly without substance, was not other-
wise affected by this action of Grand Lodge
than to obtain a little cheap notoriety and
gratuitous advertising, the object of all of

the foregoing is not wholly apparent. It
has been intimated that the committee was
really gunning for very different game, and
that while their shot was directed toward a
dead institution it was expected to hit a very
live one. As to this the writer is unable to
furnish any information, and must leave his
readers to draw their own conclusions.

Voluminous majority and minority re-
ports were made by the Committee on Re-
trenchinent appointed at the session of
1883. The majority, through Bro. RoBs-
BINS, reported against any change in the
mode of representation; against biennial
sessions; against the abolition of mileage
and per-diem, but recommended a revision
of the mileage rate; favored the cessation
of Schools of Instruction at the expense of
Grand Lodge; the reduction of salary of
Grand Master. The minority, through Bro.
BoswEeLL, reported in favor of reduction of
mileage rate to six cents; that per-diem rate
be raised to $3.00; that no mileage or per
diem be allowed to District Deputies;. that
standing committees be selected from the
representatives; that stated communications
be held biennally; that salaries of Grand
officers be reduced. Consideration was de-
ferred for one year.

Bro. JoHN R. THoMAs was elected Grand
Master.

* * *

On March 5, of this year, occurred the
death of Bro. Joun P. Ferns, who for fif-
teen years preceding had performed the du-
ties of Grand Tyler. It has been said that
he was at this time ‘‘the best known Mason
in Illinois, and knew more Masons than any
other person 1in the jurisdiction.”

On July 28, James C. LuckEey, a Past
Junior Grand Warden and for many years a
regular attendant of Grand Lodge, passed to
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his rest. At his home in Polo, he was held
in the highest esteem and not less than a
thousand people followed his remains to the
grave. For a number of years he wrote the
necrological reports of Grand Lodge, all of
which evince high scholarly attainments and
a refined and cultivated mind.

1885,

The forty-sixth annual communication
of Grand Lodge was held in the Armory of
¢« Battery D,” at the city of Chicago, Octo-
ber 6, 1885, M. W. Jon~N R. THOMAS pre-
siding.

Bro. THomas, having been elected to
Congress, spent but little of his term with-
in the jurisdiction, and the duties of the
office of Grand Master devolved upon Bro.
ALEX. T. DarraH. Theaddress of the act-
ing Grand Master deals mainly with the
routine of his office, but one paragraph de-
serves more than passing attention. Dur-
ing this year the long-mooted project of an
Orphan Asylum became a reality. This was
accomplished, however, on lines external to
the Grand Lodge, and, in many respects, asa
private enterprise. A number of brethren
at Chicago, imbued with the idea that the
time had arrived for the inauguration of
such a charity, upon their own motion, pro-
cured a charter of incorporation from the
State, and without waiting for official sanc-
tion or endorsement, at once proceeded to
collect funds and arrange for the purchase
of property. When Grand Lodge met the
association had made considerable prog-
ress, and the result of their labors may be
seen in the large and commodious buildings
which now stand at the intersection of Car-
roll avenue and Sheldon street in the city
of Chicago. To this great work, then in

its incipient stages, the Grand Master called
attention in the following language:

The question of a Home for the orphans of de-
ceased brethren has been under consideration at dif-
ferent times for a number of years, but it is only dur-
ing the past year that the subject has assumed a tan-
gible form. On the 11th of March last, the * Illinois
Masonic Orphans’ Home " was incorporated under the
laws of the State. The subject is now fully before
the Craft and commands the attention of every mem-
ber., While there may be well-grounded differences of
opinion as to methods, yet the object to be obtained is
one that must commend itself to every thinking Ma-
son. This is clearly set forth in the articles of organi-
zation: “To provide and maintain, at or near the city
of Chicago, a home for the nurture and intellectual,
moral and physical culture of indigent children of de-
ceased Freemasons of the State of Illinois; and a tem-
porary shelter and asylum for sick or indigent widows
of such deceased Freemasons.” Inasmuch as the ex-
pense of the erection and maintenance of the Home
is to be met entirely by voluntary contributions, and
no Masonic organization other than the Home itself is
to be burdened by a permanent debt, I felt it to be my
duty, May &th, in a circular letter, to call the attention
of the Craft to the claims of the “Orphans’ Home.” I
feel sure that if the brethren respond as liberally as
the merits of the object demand, there can be no ques-
tion as to the result.

And now, after forty years, the dream
of Bro. ABRAHAM JoNas, the first Grand
Master, came true.

The committee on Grand Master's ad-
dress made no allusion to the subject, and
whether Grand Lodge was pleased or dis-
pleased, the records do not show, but the
enterprise failed to receive even the poor
and inexpensive boon of official recognition
or approval. A full history of the move-
ment will be found in another part of this
work.

The matter of ‘‘retrenchment,” pend-
ing at the close of the last session, was
called up, and the recommendations of the
majority report concurred in.

For several years immediately preced-
ing the matter of sumptuary legislation had
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occupied the attention of a number of juris-
dictions. In Illinois the question seems to
have been avoided in Grand Lodge, and the
sentiment of the leaders seemed to be that
any discussion of same was inexpedient.
At this session Bro. Jno. B. Firuiaxn forced
the issue by presenting the following amend-
ment to the By-Laws:

Amend Section 1, Article 2, Part Third, of the
Grand Lodge By-Laws by adding the following:
“ The sale of intoxicating liquors to be used as a bev-
erage shall be considered an act tending to impair the
good name of Masonry within the meaning of this sec-
tion.”

The amendment was duly seconded and
went over for one year under the rules.

Bro. ALEX. T. DARRAH was elected Grand
Master.

A number of well known craftsmen en-
tered into rest this year. Among others,
HiraM W. HUBBARD, for many years a famil-
iar form in all departments of Masonry,
died at his home in Centralia, January 20,
aged sixty-five years. He served Grand
Lodge as Grand Lecturer and in other ca-
pacities, while in other Masonic bodies he at-
tained the highest honors.

ArNOLD R. RoBINSON, of Springfield, was
another of the veterans mustered out. Bro.
RoBiNsoN made his appearance in Grand
Lodge in 1846, when he filled the office of
Grant Pursuivant. In 1851 he became
Grand Tyler, a position he continued to oc-
cupy until 1862, a period of eleven years.

1886.

The forty-seventh annunal communica-
tion was held at Chicago, October 5, 1886,
with M. W. ALEX. T. DARRAH presiding.

This year, like so many of its immediate
6

predecessors, brought an appeal for relief
for brethren of foreign jurisdictions. A dis-
astrous conflagration at Galveston, Tex.,
rendered homeless and destitute many mem-
bers of the craft and the munificent sum of
$1,914.36 was contributed by the constituent
lodges in response to a circular from the
Grand Master. At Charleston, S. C., an
earthquake had wrought great devastation
and occasioned much suffering; $200 was
sent to the Relief Committee from the funds
of Grand Lodge.

The feature of the year was the rupture
of the long-standing relations of amity and
correspondence with the Mother Grand
Lodge of England. This grew out of con-
ditions existing in the Province of Quebec,
Canada. It seems that some years before
a portion of the lodges of that province met
and organized a Grand Lodge which was duly
recognized as a lawful governing body by
the Grand Lodge of Illinois. A number of
lodges holding charters from regular Grand
Lodges in Great Britain, for reasons which
to them seemed good, declined to partici-
pate in the formation of the new Grand
Lodge or to afterwards enter the union.
The lodges in question were chartered long
before the Grand Lodge of Quebec was
created; and while it is certainly desirable
that a Grand Lodge should control the ter-
ritory which it claims as lying within its
jurisdiction, it is yet difficult to under-
stand how the doctrine of coercion can
be applied to lodges which ante-date its
own existence. However, this was just
what Quebec attempted. The Grand Lodge
of Illinois, in order to assist its Canadian
neighbor in subjugating the territory it
claimed, at the session of 1885, upon the
motion of Bro. D. C. CREGIER, adopted the
following:
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* WHEREAS, The M. W.Grand Lodge of Quebec,
A.F. & A.M, in the Dominionof Canada, is a lawfully
organized Grand Body, and is, and has been, recog-
nized as such for the past fifteen years, by sixty-three
Grand Lodges on this Continent and in Europe; and

“ WHEREAS, The unquestioned legitimacy of
the existence of the said Grand Lodge of Quebec, and
the almost universal recognition thereof by the ex-
tension of fraternal fellowship by her peers through-
out the Masonic world, clearly vests the said Grand
Lodge with all the rights and prerogatives of an inde-
pendent sovereign governing Masonic body, which in-
clude the fundamental right of full and exclusive juris-
diction over all and every the constituent lodges of
Free and Accepted Masons located within her clearly
defined territory; and

“ WHEREAS, Under and by virtue of these condi-
tions, the M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of lllinois
was among the first to welcome the Grand Lodge of
Quebec among the sisterhood of Grand Lodges, and
to extend to her the hand of fraternal fellowship and
friendship; and

“WHEREAS, Authentic information has come to
the official notice of this Grand Lodge that the well
settled principle of Grand Lodge sovereignty, sanc-
tioned by time and usage, has, in the case of the
Grand Lodge of Quebec, been, and is now being,
ignored, by the existence of certain Masonic lodges
within her territorial jurisdiction who do not recognize
the authority of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, but hold
allegiance to and are working under the authority of a
foreign Grand Lodge, thus setting at defiance the
sovereign rights and authority of the only Masonic
governing body of the Province; therefore,

“ Be it Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of the
State of Illinois, jealous of her own independence and
sovereign powers within her prescribed limits, will not
only maintain and defend these rights for herself, but
has and will at all times record her voice and vote
against a violation of them by others,

“ Resolved, That while this Grand Lodge regrets
the action of the recusant lodges in usurping the law-
fully occupied territory of the Grand l.odge of Quebec,
we venture the hope that said lodges will transfer their
allegiance to the only source of Masonic power within
the Province in which they are located, and that the
M. W. Grand Lodge claiming their allegiance will
take such action that the unity and harmony so essen-
tial to true fraternity may be fully established. Be it
further

* Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of the State of
Illinois regards all lodges in the Province of Quebec
holding allegiance to any Grand Lodge other than the
recognized Grand Lodge of that Province, as illegal
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and irregular, and that all lodges and brethren under
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the State of
linois are charged not to hold Masonic intercourse
with such illegal or irregular lodges, or any member
thereof.

“ Resolved, That the M. W. Grand Master of the
State of Illinois be requested to issue his edict, in con-
formity herewith, to the lodges and brethren of this
obedience."”

Accordingly the Grand Master issued an
edict prohibiting all intercourse with the
lodges of Quebec in the allegiance of any
foreign Grand Lodge and denying to the
members of such lodges all Masonic rights
within this jurisdiction.

This action, coming to the notice of the
Grand Lodge of England, was by that body
deemed an unfriendly act, and inasmuch as
Masonic recognition was denied to its regu-
larly chartered constituents it was felt that
relations of correspondence should no longer
continue. In pursuance thereof the patent
of Bro. JonN M. PALMER, its representative
near the Grand Lodge of Illinois, was can-
celled and his authority withdrawn, while
Bro. BRACKSTONE BAKER, our representa-
tive near the Grand Lodge of England, re-
signed his appointment.

As to the merits of the controversy, the
writer must allow his readers to judge. It
may be said, however, that when the Grand
Lodge of Illinois was formed a number of
the lodges in the State did not participate;
that such non-participating lodges were not
then branded as either ** illegal ” or ¢‘irreg-
ular,” nor did the Grand Lodge attempt the
doubtful expedient of non-intercourse. Time
would have done for Quebec what it did for
Illinois. It may be stated fuarther that
‘“exclusive territorial sovereignty' is not
an ancient nor yet a universal Masonic doc-
trine, and that it is strictly an outgrowth of
American ideas. Of course we can do what
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we please within our own borders, and if
we choose to say the regularly chartered
lodges of England are ‘‘illegal and irregu-
lar,” why—they are, and that settles it.
The rupture was not healed for a number
of years, but at this writing all differences
are happily settled.

It will be remembered that Bro. FiTH-
IAN, at the session of 1885, asked for an ex-
pression of Grand Lodge on the question as
to whether ‘‘the sale of intoxicating liquors
to be used as a beverage shall be considered
an act tending to impair the good name
of Masonry.” Evidently Grand Lodge
thought not, for his proposed amendment
was lost. [t may be interesting to note in
this connection that our neighbors ‘“ on the
other side of the river” think otherwise,
and that Missouri refuses affiliation to all so
employed. At the same time it is well to
remember that there is nothing in the land-
marks or customary law of Masonry to war-
rant such a course. No discrimination has
ever been made with respect to employ-
ment, and whatever the civil law regards as
legitimate must be so considered in Mason-
ry. As previously remarked, however, we
are supreme within our own dominions and
the law is what we say it is.

The Grand Master reported the receipt
of an invitation to dedicate the building of
the Illinois Masonic Orphans’ Home, and
requested Grand Lodge to accompany him.
Accordingly, the next day (Thursday, Oct.
7), accompanied by the Grand Officers and
many of the representatives, under an es-
cort of the Chivalric Orders and the Chi-
cago Lodges, the Grand Master repaired to
the building which the Trustees of the new
Charity had purchased, located in the city
of Chicago, and solemnly consecrated same
"to the purposes of universal benevolence,
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charity and fraternal affection, according to
the old customs.

Bro. DARRAH
Master.

was re-elected Grand

* * *

Within a few days after the close of the
annual session Grand Lodge was re-con-
vened in an emergent communication at the
West Side Masonic Temple, the occasion
being the funeral of the late THEODORE T.
GURNEY. Of this good and amiable man
the Grand Master well said: <“No one
stood higher in the estimation of the craft
than he. No one enjoyed the confidence,
respect and esteem of his brethren to a
greater degree. No one had labored more
earnestly and zealously in the interests of
the craft. No one was entitled to a greater
reward.” And so, like a dead prince, was
he borne to his grave, the Grand Lodge, for
the first time in its history, lending its act-
ive participation in a Masonic burial.

From the record we learn that the Grand
Master directed the Grand Marshal to form
the Grand Lodge in procession, which be-
ing done, they proceeded to the main hall,
where Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, was
opened on the third degree of Masonry.
Upon the arrival of Grand Lodge, the of-
ficers of Cleveland Lodge vacated their sta-
tions and places, which were assumed by
the Grand Officers, when the Worshipful
Master of Cleveland Lodge, of which our
deceased brother was a member, invited the
M. W. Grand Master to take charge of and
conduct the funeral ceremonies. The pro-
cession was formed under the direction of
the Grand Marshal, and was joined by mem-
bers of nearly every lodge, and other bodies
of Masons, in the city.

Cleveland Lodge, with the active and
honorary pall-bearers, proceeded to the de-
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ceased brother's home, and conveyed the
remains to the First Congregational Church,
where the services were conducted by the
pastor. The great edifice was crowded,
the large audience including the officers of
the Grand Lodge, a large number of Masons
from the various Masonic bodies of which
deceased was a member, city officers, prom-
inent citizens, friends and relatives.

At the conclusion of the church services
the procession formed on Washington Boule-
vard, headed by a platoon of fifty members
of the police force, and a platoon of fifty
members of the fire department, under com-
mand of officers of those departments. Next
came Oriental Consistory, Ancient Accepted
Scottish Rite Masons, as an escort to Apollo
Commandery, No. 1, and St. Bernard Com-
mandery, No. 35, Knights Templar. Fol-
lowing came Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, F.
and A. M., with representatives from nearly
every lodge in the city and near vicinity;
also Washington Chapter, No. 43, Royal
Arch Masons.

The procession moved west on Washing-
ton Boulevard to Ashland Avenue, thence
north to Kinzie Street, where a special train
on the C. & N. W. Railroad was in waiting.
The day was well advanced upon reaching
Rose Hill Cemetery. The remains of the
deceased brother were temporarily placed
in the receiving vault, at the portals of
which, in the presence of a large concourse
of people, the nsual Masonic services were
performed, M. W. A. T. Darran, Grand
Master, officiating, assisted by the Grand
Officers, W. Bro. T. G. Morris, Master of
Cleveland Lodge, with its officers and mem-
bers, and the Craft generally.

1837.

The forty-eighth annual communication
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of Grand Lodge was held in Central Music
Hall, Chicago, Oct. 4, 1887, M. W. ALEX.
T. DARrRAH presiding. All of the subse-
quent annual communications have been
held in the building in which this session
convened.

In view of the fact that the President of
the United States was visiting Chicago at
this time Grand Lodge called off during the
day-time of two days ‘‘in order that the
representatives might have an opportunity
to witness the reception to the Chief Exec-
utive of the Nation.” The gentleman in
question was Mr. CLEVELAND.

The Grand Master reported the promul-
gation of a German ritnal for the use of
lodges working in that language. The trans-
lation was made by Bro. Wwm. E. GINTHER,
and this, in itself, is a guaranty that the
work was well done; yet as much of the En-
glish idiom is practically untransiatable into
German it looks as though the old bugbear
of ‘‘uniformity” may again return to vex
us. Grand Lodge approved the act and so
it can no longer be said that a// of the
constituent lodges are conforming to the
standard work.

Another donation of $200 was made to
the Charleston, S. C., Relief Fund.

Bro. Jou~N C. SmiTH was elected Grand
Master.

o6 * *

The necrology of the year includes
among other distinguished names that of
Ira A. W. Buck, who served the Craft as
Grand Master during the years 1858, 1859
and 1860, being the only person ever elected
for three successive years to that exalted
office. It has been said of him that ‘*he
enjoyed the confidence and esteem of his
brethren to a degree that few may hope to
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surpass.” He was a member of Jerusalem
Temple Lodge, No. go, at Aurora, by whom
his remains were committed to the earth
with the funeral ceremonies of the Craft.

* * *

One of the important events of the year
was a Masonic Convention which met in
Chicago, June 22, and continued in session
for three days. The convention was called
by the Grand Masters of Minnesota, Illinois,
Ohio, Iowa and Indian Territory ¢ for the
purpose of consultation and advice on
subjects of general interest to the Craft.”
The gathering was pre-eminently a ‘“select
affair,”” as only present and past Grand
Masters were invited, but the attendance
was meagre and confined mainly to the
Western States. Prior to the convention
the project called forth a number of pro-
tests from the Masonic press which saw, or
affected to see, a disguised effort on the
part of the promoters to lay the foundation
for a National Grand Lodge. Happily,
however, no harm came from the session.
The Most Worshipful Brethren assembled,
““consulted and advised " for three days,
and then adjourned without day. Presum-
ably the meeting resulted in some latent
good even though nothing was visible on
the surface.

1888.

Forty-ninth annual communication at
Chicago, October 2, 1888, M. W. Joun C.
SMITH presiding.

It would seem that a short time before
a resident of Chicago, while on a visit to
Scotland, was received into the fraternity
by a Scottish lodge. The Illinois lodge
within whose jurisdiction he then lived,
complained of this invasion of its rights to
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Grand Master, who in turn laid the case
before Grand Lodge and by it was directed
““to lay our grievance before the Grand
Master of Scotland.” This delicate task
Bro. SMmiTH essayed to perform. The
Grand Lodge of Scotland duly considered
the case and decided to continue its ancient
prerogative of making Masons of whomso-
ever it saw fit, and so politely informed our
Grand Master. The Grand Master urbane-
ly asked that some reason be given for the
denial of our request, that Scottish lodges
refrain from receiving citizens of Illinois,
but the Grand Lodge of Scotland having no
reason to give very wisely maintained a
discreet silence. Thus ended another ‘‘in-
ternational episode.”

The Grand Master called attention to a
circumstance that has since been the sub-
ject of much comment. Although the fig-
ures are twelve years old they are not with-
out interest at this time, as the same condi-
tions still prevail. The Grand Master said:

I do not believe it to be the policy of this Grand
Lodge to plant lodges at every cross-roads and village,
particularly when there can be no possibility of such
lodge ever having a membership the Grand Lodge
dues of which will pay mileage and .per-diem of its
Master; and yet thishas been done in the past, and too
often, as the records show. 1 therefore think it wise
to call a halt, and present a few facts for considera-
tion of Grand Lodge.

On reference to table of Grand Secretary, Pro-
ceedings 1884, it will be found that there were at that
date 168 lodges paying a less amount to Grand Lodge
for annual dues than paid by Grand Lodge for mile-
age and per-diem tothe representatives of said lodges.
The account stands thus:

Paid representatives 168 lodges ..............$5,088.30
Received Grand Lodge dues 168 lodges..... 3,679.25

Net 1085 0n 168 104Z€S .+ +eneveeneenenn.s $1,409.05

But Grand Lodge declined to make any
change.
During the early part of this year a de-
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structive cyclone visited the city of Mt.
Vernon, in this State. Upon investigation
it was found that many of the craft had suf-
fered from the disaster and the usual ap-
peal was made to the lodges. In response
the sum of $1,669.55 was contributed and
placed in the hands of Bro. WALTER WAT-
soN, W. M. of Mt. Vernon Lodge, for dis-
tribution. It would seem, however, that
much had already been done by the craft
and general public before the fund arrived.
As a consequence only $565 of the fund was
used, the balance being returned to the Grand
Treasurer. Inasmuch as the fund had been
collected to relieve the poor and helpless,
Grand Lodge decided that it should not be
diverted from its original purpose, and the
balance was accordingly turned over to the
Trustees of the Illinois Masonic Orphans’
Home.

A donation of $125 was also made to the
Masonic Relief Committee of Florida in aid
of the sufferers from yellow fever.

With respect to the diplomatic service,
of which so much has been said and written
of recent years, the Grand Master made the
following suggestion:

There is a growing interest in having well-known
and zealous brothers as Representatives near the
Grand Lodge of such bodies as are recognized by this
Grand Lodge, and the subject is becoming of such im-
portance as to call for a change in the term of ap-
pointment. There are appointments to this Grand
Lodge of brethren who have not met with Grand
Lodge for twenty years, some not now in membership,
others who are dead, and a few who have left the jur-
isdiction or are entirely unknown to Grand Lodge. It
is fair to presume that the appointments from this
Grand Lodge are as unsatisfactory. In view of these
facts, I recommend the adoption of a law making the
appointments from this Grand Lodge good for three
years from date of commission, new commission to
issue the coming Masonic year.

The suggestion found favor, and the
term of office was fixed at five years. Grand
Master also suggested a grade of honorary
membership, to be conferred on distin-
guished Masons of other jurisdictions, but
Grand Lodge said no.

Bro. Joun C. SMITH was re-elected
Grand Master.

1889.

An emergent communication of Grand
Lodge was convened at the Masonic Hall in
the city of Bloomington on September 6,
1889, the occasion being the funeral of the
late ALEXANDER T. DARRAH. The services
were conducted by Grand Master SwmitH,
assisted by the officers of Grand Lodge and
the Masonic bodies of Bloomington.

The fiftieth annual communication was
held at Chicago, October 1, M. W. Jno.
C. SumitH presiding. This being the semi-
centennial meeting a number of interesting
features had been provided. A special choir
rendered an original ‘‘semi-centennial
hymn " written for the occasion by Bro.
H. G. PeErry; Bro. D. C. CREGIER, in his
civil capacity as mayor of Chicago, extended
the freedom of the city, and Bro. Jos. Ros-
BINS, on behalf of the representatives, re-
sponded. Among the visitors were the
Grand Masters of Pennsylvania, the original
source of Illinois’ Freemasonry, and the
neighboring States of Indiana and Iowa.
Bro. EL1 S. PARKER, the Seneca Indian, a
Past Grand Orator, and a number of the
‘“ancient brethren’ then domiciled in for-
eign jurisdictions, were also present. In
commemoration of the event Grand Lodge
caused a bronze medal to be struck which
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has already become a rare and prized
memento.

This session witnessed the final dissem-
ination of Masonry in every county in the

e
D

SIA0

Medal struck to commemorate the semi-centen-
nial anniversary of the founding of Grand Lodge.
The medal is of bronze, suspended by a blue ribbon.
and is worn upon the coat when used as a decoration.
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State. For some reason Calhoun county,
during the entire fifty years of Grand Lodge
existence, had never received ‘‘Masonic
light ” and it remained for Grand Master
SMITH to dispel this darkness and complete
the circuit by instituting a lodge at the town
of Hardin in July of this year.

This year also witnessed another of the
characteristic outpourings of generosity by
the craft of this jurisdiction. In the early
summer the community was shocked by a
great disaster in Pennsylvania resulting
from the bursting of a dam in the Cone-
maugh Valley and the inundation of the
neighboring city of Johnstown. An appeal
was made to the constituent lodges, which
responded with the magnificent sum of
$4.855.91.

One of the features of this session was
the placing of the cape-stone of the im-
posing structure known as the Auditorium.
For an occasion of this kind Grand Lodge
had provided no ceremony, but the Grand
Master was not be deterred by so trivial a
matter as that, and the writer was commis-
sioned to produce a ritual. This duty he
performed, and at high twelve of Wednes-
day, October 2, the Grand Lodge, escorted
by the constituent lodges of Chicago and
the various local commanderies of Knights
Templar, proceeded to the building, and in
the presence of a vast concourse of people
duly celebrated the cape-stone ‘‘ according
to the old customs of Free and Accepted
Masons.” Of this ceremony more will be
said in another portion of the work.

At five o'clock in the afternoon the
members of the fraternity and their
families gathered at the armory of the
Second Regiment, I. N. G., where Bro.
GEORGE C. LorIMER delivered, in his own
masterly manner, an eloquent oration on
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¢« Masonry and the Dignity of ILabor.”

After the oration the company passed
into the adjacent building of Battery ¢“D,”
where a sumptuous banquet had been pro-
vided. When the viands had been duly
discussed a ‘‘feast of reason’ was inaugu-
rated and at its coneclusion the guests in-
dulged in such interchange of greetings as
the waning hours permitted.

Bro. JouN M. PEeARsON was elected
Grand Master.

* * *

The semi-centennial of Grand Lodge
marks an epoch in its history and affords
a convenient point from which to re-
view its course during the fifty years which
had intervened since the first meeting in
Jacksonville in 1840. At the formation of
Grand Lodge Masonry throughout the coun-
try was just commenecing to recover from
the violent shoek it received from the anti-
Masonic agitation of 1827-33 and the polit-
ical aetion resulting therefrom. There
were, at this time (1840), but 637 lodges in
the United States, with an aggregate mem-
bership of 21,072. Thus it will be seen
that in Illinois, at the time of its semi-cen-
tennial celebration, there were a larger
number of constituent lodges than existed
in the entire country at the time Grand
Lodge was organized, while the member-
ship in its obedience was double that of all
the Grand Lodges combined in 1840.

Grand Lodge was organized nominally
by six lodges, practically by five, and had
under its obedience at that time 157 Masons.
From 1840 to 1850 its progress was slow;
for when the first decade had rolled round
it had but sixty-eight lodges, returning an
aggregate membership of 1,797. From
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1850 to 1860 its growth was rapid yet
healthy. The pride of bigotry and the
power of prejudice were no longer able to
stay its onward course, and with the devel-
opment of the State and enlightenment of
its citizens Masonry kept even pace. The
returns at this period show 320 chartered
lodges, with a total of 12,052 members.
From 1860 to 1870 there was a marked
stimulus in the growth of Masonry through-
out the world, and in the United States
this growth was without precedent. Illinois
felt the effect of this movement equally with
other jurisdictions, and notwithstanding the
depressing influence of the eivil war during
the first half of the decade the year 1870
closed with a grand total of 606 constituent
lodges, having 33,996 members. The sue-
ceeding ten years show only a slow yet sub-
stantial growth. During the larger portion
of the time, following the panicof 1873, the
depressed commereial conditions of the na-
tion were visibly apparent in the condition of
the eraft, and the returns of 1880 show but
691 lodges and a total membership of 36,374
Master Masons. This, however, seems to
have been the high-water mark of the semi-
centenary period. During the nine years
ensuing there was a general settlement to a
firmer and more substantial basis. The
number of lodges decreased and while, in a
few instances, this may have indicated a
falling off in Masonic interest, yet in the
main such decrease occurred through the
eonsolidation of weak lodges. The returns
of 1889 showed a total of 681 lodges, with a
membership of 41,479. Thus, while there
was a decrease in the number of lodges there
was also an inerease of about 14 per centin
membership, all of which denoted only con-
ditions of health, as the succeeding years
abundantly proved.
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It may be interesting also to note the
condition of American Masonry generally
during the same period. As already stated,
when Grand Lodge was organized there
were in this country a total of 637 lodges,
in twenty-two jurisdictions, with a total
membership of 21,072. When Grand Lodge
met in 1889 there was a total of 10,088
lodges, in forty-eight jurisdictions, with a
grand aggregate of 609,463 members. Evi-
dently the augurs of 1830 had failed to read
the omens aright, for their prophecies had
certainly failed.

1890.

Fifty-first annual communication at Chi-
cago, October 7, M. W. JouN M. PEARSON
presiding.

The session was uneventful. The re-
turns and reports showed continued pros-
perity, while the general harmony and con-
cord among the lodges obviated the neces-
sity for special legislation. An echo of the
semi-centennial celebration was heard in
the report of the auditing committee, which
showed that $2,989.05 had been expended
for that event; but, as the sale of tickets to
the banquet and of commemorative medals
amounted to $2,615.50, Grand Lodge was
only called npon to contribute $373.55. A
small sum, surely, for so great an occasion.

Bro. Jno. M. PearsoN was re-elected
Grand Master.

1891.

Fifty-second annual communication at
Chicago, October 6, 1891, M. W. Jou~x M.
PEARsON presiding.

The returns showed material improve-
ment throughout the jurisdiction and a
greater increase in numbers than for several
years. The building and furnishing of many
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comfortable and convenient homes for the
lodges was a conspicuous feature. The
reports of the Deputies all evinced the
prevalence of peace and harmony. The
business of the session was strictly routine.

Bro. MoNrROE C. CRAWFORD was elected
Grand Master.

1892.

Fifty-third annual communication at Chi-
cago, Oct. 4, 1892, M. W. Monroe C.
CRAWFORD presiding.

The year was one of great activity
throughout the State. The commercial
world was then enjoying an unprecedented
stimulus in all its departments, and, as is
usual during such periods, the influence on
Freemasonry was marked.

A ¢“Masonic Congress,” to be held at
some time during the Columbian Exposition
in the year 1893, having been proposed by
the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, Grand Lodge
directed that suitable provision be made to
meet the ‘¢ obligations of hospitality ”’ which
the occasion might create.

Bro. MonNrOE C. CRAWFORD was re-
elected Grand Master.

1893.

The fifty-fourth annual communication
of Grand Lodge was held in Central Music
Hall, at Chicago, October 3, 1893. M. W.
Mo~NroE C. CRAWFORD presiding.

The proceedings were routine.

Bro. LEroy A. GODDARD was elected
Grand Master.

* * *

The principal event of the year was the
¢« Masonic Congress,”” which was held at
Chicago, Aungust 14th to 17th inclusive.
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This grew out of the action of the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky at its annual communi-
cation in 1891. At that time the following
resolutions were adopted:

Resolved, ‘That the Grand Lodge of Kentucky
F.and A. M., is in favor of joining with other Grand
Jurisdictions of the United States and other nations in
holding a Fraternal Congress, in the city of Chicago,
I11., at some time during the continuance of the World’s
Fair.

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand Lodge
that said Fraternal Congress should not be held with
a view to the formation of a General Grand Body, but
for the interchange of fraternal sentiments conserving
the general interests of Masonry throughout the
world, and especially looking to a greater uniformity
in the modes of recognition, and the fundamental feat-
ures which characterize our system the world over.

Resolved, That in order to carry out the foregoing
resolutions, the present Grand Master appoint five
delegates who shall act in co-operation with other
jurisdictions desirous of joining in the proposition, and
if said congress shall be held, said delegates shall
represent this Grand Lodge in the same.

The project was presented to the vari-
ous Grand Lodges of the United States and
Canada and by a large number was favora-
bly received, all, or nearly all, coupling it
with a disclaimer of any purpose to form or
to tolerate the formation of a General
Grand Lodge, and all concurring either ex-
pressedly or impliedly in the date suggested
by the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, to wit,
the month of August, 1893.

The proposition came before the Grand
Lodge of Illinois at its annual communica-
tion in 1892 through the recommendations
of the Grand Master (Bro. CRAWFORD) and
was referred to a committee for considera-
tion.

Having satisfied themselves that the
project concealed no sinister design for the
formation of a General Grand body the
committee reported back, that
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Constrained alike by the obligations of hospitality
and by its favorable disposition towards such a con-
gress, so long as it involves no purpose to form a Gen-
eral Grand Lodge, or to bind in any way the Grand
Lodges represented therein, the Grand Lodge of 1lli-
nois will welcome most cordially the representatives of
all Grand Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons with
which it may be in fraternal correspondence, to the
jurisdiction proposed to be honored by their presence,
and will gladly unite with them, through its own rep-
resentatives, in all deliberations tending to strengthen
the ties of fellowship and to reach a more general con-
sensus upon all subjects tending to cause friction be-
tween sovereign and independent Grand Bodies.

In furtherance of this purpose, your committee
recommends that the Grand Lodge concur in the date
suggested by the Grand Lodge of Kentucky for the
meeting of the proposed congress.

Your committee further recommends that the
Grand Lodge of Illinois be represented in the pro-
posed Congress by six delegates, consisting of the
Grand Master and five others to be appointed by him.

Your committee further recommends that the
Grand Master appoint an executive committee of five
from among the resident Masons of Chicago, to make
the necessary arrangements for the accommodation of
the congress and to answer inquiries relating thereto,
with power to appoint sub-committees if required, and
to make such provision for the entertainment of the
members of the Congress as may, in their judgment,
suitably reflect the appreciation of the Masons of Illi-
nois of the privilege of counting as their guests the ac-
credited delegates of the Grand Lodges with which
we are in fraternal correspondence.

And finally your committee recommends that the
sum of five thousand dollars, or so much thereof as
may be necessary, be appropriated to defray the ex-
penses of the committee.

In all of which Grand Lodge concurred.
In pursuance thereof the delegates were se-
lected and the committee appointed. The
preceptory of Oriental Consistory was se-
cured for a place of deliberation and the
delegates were told to come.

Accordingly on August 14, 1893, dele-
gates from thirty-four jurisdictions duly
assembled and effected an organization, with
Bro. M. C. CRAWFORD as President and Bro.
PoweR, of Mississippi, as Secretary. The
convention lasted four days, and during
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some, at least, of this time, was actually in
session. A few ancient saws were refiled
and a few foregone ‘‘conclusions” were

reached, and the ‘* Congress” adjourned

sine die. As a matter of fact a majority of
the delegates came for a good time—and
they obtained it. If they did not it was
through no fault of the local committee.
Chicago, at that time, was having a grand
holiday. The attractions were numerous,
and to the extensive stock provided for the
general public the executive committee
added a few special features for the exclu-
sive benefit of the Congress. The Acacia
Club tendered to the delegates a reception
at their palatial Club House, No. 105 Ash-
land Boulevard, on the evening of the sec-
ond day, and the refreshments, music, en-
tertainment and speeches of the occasion
will certainly be distinctly remembered by
the participants when the ¢ conclusions”
of the convention shall have become vague
and indistinct. A Tally-Ho Coach ride
over the boulevards and through the public
parks, concluding with a dinner at the
Washington'Park Club House, consumed the
following day. On Thursday evening the
delegates occupied the choicest seats at the
Auditorium and witnessed the great spec-
tacular drama ‘¢ America,” the leading at-
traction of the city aside from the World’s
Fair.

It was an era of good feeling and good
fellowship, and in this particular the Con-
gress was a pronounced success. The busi-
ness of the session was comparatively with-
out either special meaning or definite results.
Having no power to bind its constituents by
legislation, its ¢ conclusions ”’ were ad-
visory merely; and inasmuch as its con-
clusions settled no mooted questions, the
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real value of the meeting must be sought
in its social and fraternal features.

However, the five thousand dollars was
well expended in the discharge of the ‘‘ob-
ligations of hospitality” and the delegates
returned to their homes well satisfied with
their four days’ sojourn in Chicago.

1894.

Fifty-fifth annual communication at Chi-
cago, October 2, 1894, M. W. Lgeroy A.
GODDARD presiding.

The year 1894 witnessed a serious finan-
cial depression throughout the country, yet
in Masonry its effects were hardly visible
and the period was one of much interest
and activity.

Bro. L. A. GopparRD was re-elected
Grand Master.

1893.

Fifty-sixth annual communication at
Chicago, Oct. 1, 1895, M. W. LEROY A.
GODDARD presiding.

On the first day of the session Grand
Lodge ‘‘called off,” and with a numerous
escort proceeded to the town of De Kalb,
and there laid, with the ancient ceremonies
of the craft, the corner-stone of a new pub-
lic building, devoted to the canse of educa-
tion and known as the Northern Illinois
State Normal School. The expense of this
trip to Grand Lodge (not including expense
of representatives or escort) was $301.20.
Evidently the representatives thought the
bill too high for the privilege, for by resolu-
tion it was decided ‘‘that hereafter no bills
of expense for laying of corner stones or
dedication of halls shall be allowed by this
Grand Lodge except for the personal ex-
penses incurred by the Grand Master in the
exercise of his prerogative.”
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THE ROUTINE OF GRAND LODGE.

T ITS organization the Grand Lodge

adopted a form for the orderly trans-
action of its business and since that time
the procedure then established, with such
changes and additions as its growing wants
demanded, has been steadily adhered to.
This routine constitutes the bulk of its
transactions and from it mainly are drawn
the materials which go to make up the his-
tory of the craft. To recite the details of
this routine would be practically to furnish
a copy of the proceedings, and even a skill-
ful abstract of same would possess but little
value or interest for the average reader,
however much it might appeal to the stu-
dent. ‘There are, however, incidents con-
nected with the routine of the sessions
worthy of notice, while the growth and de-
velopment of the craft can only be properly
ascertained by reference thereto. It is pro-
posed, in the following paragraphs, to glance
at a few of the regular heads of Grand
Lodge business and to exhibit some of the
phases which at different periods have char-
acterized them.
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