Our Community History

Introduction 

by Sue Trostle

The emigration from the U.S. to Costa Rica; finding and buying land; moving from the San Jose area to the mountaintop, over a barely existing road, were some of the initial challenges faced by the group.  Establishing a community, dividing land equitably, starting gardens, building homes, creating space for the Meeting and school, starting the dairy plant, power plant, pulpería, telephone system, caring for health needs, including birthing babies; recreation, all these concerns were addressed in the first 25-year period. 

 
As original families moved away from Monteverde their land was purchased or rented by retired persons, artists, biologists, and farmers and volunteers.  Some were Quakers, many were not.  Biologists raised the community’s consciousness regarding conservation, the uniqueness of our special environment, and the importance of protecting it.  Retirees brought enthusiasm, experience and time to serve on committees.  Farmers expanded the production of milk on their farms.  Artists taught classes to everyone who was interested. Volunteers served in many areas, and were the impetus for several new programs in the zone.


The new settlers were welcomed and integrated into community life.  During this period in the 1970’s  and 80’s, the health clinic, and the colegio (high school) were built in Sta. Elena. A woodworking shop, community library, kinder building, and Puffers (a place to care for people who couldn’t live at home) were built on Meeting property. Bosqueterno, S.A. was founded, the Cloud Forest Reserve created, and the Tropical Science Center was given the lease to manage this forest.

To include the last 15 years with “history” may seem strange: it’s too recent.  However, to make our Album a more accurate picture of Monteverde’s 50 years, we want to include some of the new developments. We think they emerged as a result of what has gone before. Organizations such as the Monteverde Institute, the Monteverde Conservation League, the Creative Learning Center, the Adventist school, CASEM (womens’ artisans co-op),  the Ceramic Center (now the Community Arts Center),  and the Music Festival have brought excellent education, increased economic opportunities, enriched recreation, and greater self-empowerment to hundreds of community members and visitors. The seeds of this growth were planted long ago by the values of the original Quaker immigrants: spiritual growth; good education for all; development of creative talent; conservation of natural resources, cooperation; and democratic organization with people’s participation in the decision-making process.

Some of these stories over the past 50 years are in the following chapters:
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