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Foreword

by Sue Trostle

 
"Has someone written a history of Monteverde?" "There needs to be an accurate account of the early days". These, and many similar comments have been heard for at least 25 years. There have been newspaper and magazine articles; pamphlets; chapters in books and several unpublished "works in progress". Mildred Mendenhall’s "Monteverde" and Marvin Rockwell's "A Brief History of Monteverde" helped to fill the gap, but a yearning still remained.

         
It took the Jubilee (celebrating 50 years of Monteverde's existence) to inspire a committee to attempt to do the impossible: to produce this Family Album collection.  Through diaries, letters, published articles, conversations, and written contributions, the past has been recaptured, with as many facets as a well-cut diamond.

         
Lucky sent a request for stories and memories to around 200 people. The response was not only gratifying, it was overwhelming! How could we honor each contribution? We selected stories of events and topics which have set the patterns, traditions and concerns still influencing our lives today. Inevitably there is overlap, omission, duplication, and controversy.  We decided to honor differing stories of the same subjects rather than to select one person's version.  This has produced a longer chronicle in some chapters, but one faithful to individual records of the same events.  A most difficult task was to organize our material into meaningful chapters, with little or no duplication.  After reading all the stories many times it was sometimes hard to remember where in the narrative they had been placed!

This has been a labor of love, with countless hours of typing and re-typing; reading and rejecting, then replacing; organizing material, adding something else.   Although the committee worked together, it is fair to say that without the heroic efforts of Lucky Guindon and Marvin Rockwell, this Album would never have appeared.

We deeply appreciate the collaboration of Meg Wallace especially for using her digital camera to copy old photos.  We also thank Marvin Rockwell and Mildred Mendenhall for sharing published accounts of their Monteverde experiences; Doris Campbell, Mary Rockwell and Cecil Rockwell who have shared unpublished manuscripts, Memoirs by John Campbell and letters from Eston Rockwell. Thanks also to Martha Campbell for editing her father's writing before passing it on.  

To all others who have shared their stories we give heartfelt thanks. For things which have not been included, there may be space in the next Jubilee Album!

We enthusiastically dedicate this account to all those who have participated actively and passively in the last 50 years of our Monteverde adventure!


Album committee:  Lucky Guindon, Marvin Rockwell, Martha Moss, John & Sue Trostle.
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