CHAPTER XIX

Memorable Dates

1945

U.S. helps start United Nations.

1948

New law passed - Universal Military Training Act

Group of Friends and Pacifists held a discussion group "The Saturday Afternoon Forum" to 

ponder every facet of war and peace. These discussions were led by Warren Stetzel

1949
Marvin Rockwell, Howard Rockwell Jr., Leonard Rockwell, Wilford Guindon and Eston Rockwell make the decision to not even register for the Peace Time Draft.


Eston Rockwell was sentenced in Iowa to 18 months in prison.

Oct. 26, 
The other four were sentenced to 1 year & 1 day in prison.

1950
It is decided to emigrate from the States and Hubert and Mildred join a farmer's tour of Central America. Come back enthusiastic about Costa Rica.

In summer the following people form another group to visit Costa Rica: Howard Sr. and Cecil 

Rockwell and Warren Stetzel and his parents.

Oct 
Article published in Mobile Register "25 Quakers plan to move to Costa Rica because of US 

economy."

Oct 14, 
Wolf & Lucky's wedding

    
Nov 4,
Howard Rockwell's family, Marvin Rockwell & David Rockwell start to drive to Costa Rica.  

They will meet Roy Butgereit in Monterrey Mexico to continue on the trip to Costa Rica.

     
Nov 6, 
Hubert's move into Elwood’s because they sold their farm.


Nov 10,
John Campbell drove their Chevy to New Orleans with Arthur and Clara Rockwell and Hubert 

Mendenhall. The four made a trip to Costa Rica.

     
Nov 11 & 12,  Arthur & Clara Rockwell fly to Costa Rica,  overnight  in Guatemala

     
Nov 14,
Arthur & Clara Rockwell meet Lic. Arturo Volio & Claudio Volio, minister of agriculture.

     
Nov 16,
Hubert, Arthur and John flew to see Cone's farm in the Valle General

     
Nov 19,
Ted Harkey arrives in CR

Nov 22,
Wolf & Lucky,  Eston & Mary arrive by airplane.   

Met Franjiska Glienke member of Five Years Friends Meeting Syracuse, N. Y. a public Health Nurse. 

Nov 23,
Trip to Canas Gordas-plane to Golfito, train to Villa Nelly, jeep up into mountains, horseback to Challe's farm. Men went the last part & others returned to Golfito & were put up in the guest house.

1951-
Feb. 23, 
School opens at "Mountain Farm", Andre Challe's Coffee Beneficio outside of Heredia.

Apr 2, 
The John Campbell family arrive in C. Rica

Apr 15, "Fateful Sunday" Decide to make one last search for a location for a community. 

Ruth Campbell's first birthday.

Apr 19,
Howard Rockwell Sr., Hubert Mendenhall, John Campbell and Ingo Kalinowsky reach Cerro Plano on horseback from Guacimal.  They first see the land we later named “Monteverde”.

     
Apr 22,
Wayne and Marje Olerich and Joe Schneider arrived in Costa Rica.

Apr 27,
Pie Social ... the pies were auctioned off, Eston made a very good auctioneer, took in ¢202.40 toward building a meeting-schoolhouse when we get located.

May 7,
Decide to proceed with purchase and Hubert appointed as representative.  

The men signed a contract for 2,000 manzanas of land at Guacimal for ¢400,000.

May 8,
First jeep makes the trip from Guacimal to Cerro Plano. Hubert, Ingo and some of the young men.

Three surveyors and their driver come to survey the outside boundaries of the land.

May 9, 
This afternoon the women had a Baby Shower for Lucille and the men had one for Wilford.

May 10,
Two jeep loads going to Guacimal this morning.  

May 12,
They bought some stock, horses, cows and a yoke of oxen with oxcart.  

Ted and David stayed up there to look after things.

May 16,
We decided on the name “Monteverde” for our community. 

About 8:30 Hubert and Roy came and loaded Marvin's things into the Rover and went on up to the farm and Cecil with his jeep & trailer and Lawrence and Leonard with their things and Hubert with trailer loaded are expecting to start on to the new home about midnight or soon after.  The boys expecting to stay up there.


May 21,
Bert Howard arrived from the U. S.

June
People start moving to Monteverde and settle into their tents..


July 7,
First Monteverde Town Meeting was held, Arthur Rockwell, Pres. & Mary  Mendenhall, Sec'y.

July 12,  All families moved except for the Guindons who had gone to the States.

Aug 17,
Alberto born in U. S.   

     
Aug
Reuben presented plan for land division.  Appraisal & value decided on.

Aug.
First visitor: Henry Benjamin Quick

Aug. 22, First wedding at Monteverde. Lawrence Osborne and Betty Jo Starbuck.

Aug 31,
School reopens in Monteverde.

Oct 1,
David R & .Frankie Laraway return to U. S.

     
Oct. 8,
Arthurs move into squatter house on their own land, they later remodel and occupy it for years.

Nov. 16,
Lawrence and Eston killed four monkeys. Everyone got a taste.

Dec.
Wilford, Lucky and baby Alberto arrive on return from U. S.

Dec 19,
First Monteverdian born in Costa Rica, Emily Rockwell.

1952  
Jan. 1,
Descendants of Lorenzo Rockwell hold their first Reunion in Costa Rica. This was two 

thirds of the community.

Feb 1,
Lewis & Faye Walmsley arrive from California for visit.

            

Jaundice epidemic, many down & one hospitalized.

     
Feb.
John Campbell makes the first cured cheese in the region.

Mildred Mendenhall's parents, Francis & Frances Mott and brother Don were in the community.

 
Mar 27,
First rain of the season

Apr. 19,
Monteverde Day, worked on Meetinghouse site.

John Campbell builds transit and works on surveying the inside boundaries of peoples land

May 17,
Mary K. Andrews arrives from the Celo community.

May 25,
Lucky lost baby, born premature due to jaundice.  First burial in cemetery.

     
June  
Elwoods move from tent to a simple wooden house, "the shop house."

Warren Stetzel leaves after helping Campbells move to their land.

Sidney and Kenneth Wilcox move into the first squatter house that Campbells lived in.

Jun 13,
First fruit trees arrive from nursery for residents. (Actually, fruitarian Bert Howard, brought a few in July 1951.)

July
Wolfs struck water in well.  Square Dancing has started.

July 25,
Chase Conover vacations here.

Aug 8,
Pulpería moved to its own location - the site of the present Co-op in Monteverde.

Aug 19,
Wolf Guindon's relocate to tent on their own land - just above the present road to San Luis.

Aug. 24,
Abner & Irma were entertained for their silver wedding anniversary with a community dinner held in their honor.  Ruth Mendenhall brought a "wishing well" cake.  In the well on top of the cake was a book of coupons from the men of Monteverde, each worth a day’s work on Abners’ new house.  

Sep 18, 
Abner Rockwell's moved into their new house, soon to be expanded into a Pension.  

Nov. 21,
Marvin arrives from San Jose - first jeep trip since road had become impassable several weeks previously. 

The men had been hunting a jaguar (tigre) reportedly seen in these parts.

The dog-eating jaguar was killed on Marvin’s farm by Rafael Arguedas and Iginio Santamaría.

1953 
Jan 1,
First Non-Rockwell reunion. (John's, Ted's, Lawrence's, & Wolf's) Campbell's squatter house 

easily held the four families.

     
Apr 19,
Saw-mill finally going—slow.

    
May 5,
Wolfs tent burns - kerosene/paraffin waterproofing ignites on wood stove.  Theft afterwards.

 
May 15,
Documents all signed for starting the Dairy Plant. 


July 31,
Work on new cheese plant gets under way – design by Leonard Rockwell and David Campbell 

and supervision by David Campbell.

      
Aug 25,
Tomas born at Abner’s Monteverde Guest House.

     
Oct
Howards’ making dulce in their own trapiche – Good!

     
Dec. 
1st heifers freshen...swamped in milk & butter.

     
Dec 25,
Howard & Leonard made community ping pong table.  Great!

 
1953
CIMA Credit Union

1954 
Feb. 4,
Oscar, Margaret and Rene Montien arrive.  

Feb.
Some are selling cream in Puntarenas.  

Feb.
Ted finished cold room & makes hams, weiners etc.  butchers 2 pigs per week.  Wolf helps.

Feb.
Working on cold rooms for Dairy Plant—collecting shavings & sawdust for 12" insulation.


Feb. 25,
The Montiens take up residence in the unfinished office and lab section of the Cheese Plant.

      
Mar. 
Government tractor worked on new road (Guacimal bypass) & we paid a large part of it.


Mar 25,
David and Vance Rockwell arrive.

Apr 8,
Grand opening of Monteverde Dairy Plant. John helps Oscar in making the first batch of cheese.

Apr. 19,
Monteverde Day, worked on graveyard and wrote the Monteverde song.

Cecils lived in a small 3 room squatter house. 

Their house building bee was middle of '54 on first section of new house.

Oct.
Ground leveled for furniture factory on Howard Rockwell's farm.

            

Wolf's move to new house.

      
Dec.
Walter, Mary & Jerry James come for a year and a half.

1955 

Lewis and Faye Walmsley arrive.

Mar.  
Mary James helps teach school.  

Reuben Rockwell has wire, transformers, plant accessories, & 60 KM generator to mount on same shaft as pelton to be placed in Lindora to furnish electricity to the community.

           

Edith Peckham & Marian Gooden visit.


April 
Survey map of the boundaries of people's land officially registered.

Sept. 
Bad temporals. Roads out. Horseback to Las Juntas.  Horse packs haul in supplies.  Sara Guindon & Caroline Stanley come to visit.  Government (STICA) looking at old road to fix.  Monteverde has money collected.  

There is a new road going through John's has 3 gates.

      
Dec.  
Molly Figuerola comes from Holland.  Miguel has been here almost a year.



15 day temporal

1956 
Jan 1,
Non-Rockwell reunion at Oscars: Margaret Montein’s portrait of Ebenezar Non-Rockwell is  

unveiled

Jan 7,
Molly and Miguel Figuerola move into new house - one year after his arrival. Miguel works at 

dairy plant for awhile.

Jan 13,
Foundation blocks started for Elwood's new house

Jan-
Estons working on cotton farm on Nicoya peninsula!  Had a retreat there.  

Lucky had surprise ovarian cyst operation in San José. (20 #) 

      
Mar 9,
Cecils buy Marvin's Botica. Took inventory today.

Apr 9,
Government sets up rain gauge and maximum-minimum thermometer at Abner & Irma's pension.

Apr 19,
Monteverde Day Bee clearing grounds for Meeting/School House.

May 8,
Walter, Mary and Jerry James return to U.S. after one year here

May 13,
Eston's come back after a year on the Nicoya Peninsula.

John Campbell fixed up a home made powered electric system

June 1,
Bee on Eston's house

June 15,
Howard Jr. and Phyllis married.

July 3,
Hoges arrive by truck - 9 people in overland party. Moved into a 4 room squatter shack. Farm consists of 90 manzanas, 1/2 of which is natural timber land, Has a- spring near house-Arny brought, a new D-430 International Rotary mower.

Aug.
Lawrence Osborne gets amateur radio station TI8CQ on the air, contacts lawyer, Arturo Volio. Elwoods move into new house.

First discipline of Monteverde Monthly Meeting finished.

There are chainsaws in Monteverde

1957—
 
Volley-ball the in-thing on Sunday afternoon.

Feb.
Humberto Solano and Cristina are married.

Feb 12,
Charles Palmer arrives for 2 weeks; 

Dr. Zeuch, friend of Campbells, stays for 2 months.

Mar 6,
Samuel and Clarissa Cooper visit.

Mar 14,
Stuckeys visit. Roy Joe and father help on new meeting house.

Apr 8,
Cal and Sylvia Rainbolt visit. Sylvia is Reuben Rockwell's niece

Apr 8,
Huberts visit states and look at cheese plants there.

Apr 17,
Rex Benson visits for 2 weeks and writes Tico Times article.

April 
Moved into new Schoolhouse.

June 
Lucky's mother has bone cancer—all went to Iowa.  In 2 wks she died.  Drove back down in Power wagon.

May 23,
Peter Reddicop and family begin housekeeping, worked at Dairy plant and five children went to our school.

June 21,
Rabies epidemic.

July 7,
Olive Johnson Here for a months visit with Mary K.

New Meeting/ School House completed

Sept. 6,
Uno Albertson walks up from Guacimal for 4 day visit.

Sept. 7,
Lindora plant begins 34 years of operation.

Nov 1,
House Bee for John and Doris Campbell on their 10th wedding anniversary.

Elwoods move into big house

1958 Edith Peckham retires here after 40 years of nursing in California. Marian Gooden, her sister lived 

with her here. Marian's husband James had died in 1948.

Oscar, Margaret and Rene Montein living in house at Monterey de Montes de Oca, San Pedro.

Jun. 24, 
Elwood Mendenhall dies.

Oct 24,
Ellen Rockwell became the first Monteverde high school graduate

Tennis court made at Rocky's (David Rockwell)



Marvin Rockwell moves to San José to distribute the cheese.

       
Dec. 25,
On Christmas, Benito Guindon was born.

1959
Jan10,
Charles Palmer back for his annual visit

Jan 31,
Ellen Rockwell goes for a year at work camp in Mexico


Apr 8,
Walter James family arrives in Costa Rica.  Bought Lawrence & Betty Osborn's farm.


June 20,
Mary Mendenhall adopted Olivia Ann

Aug 26,
Leonard Hoge left for Scattergood School

Aug 30,
John Campbells home after 4 months visit to U.S.

Sept.
Uno Albertson here from Sweden


Oct 15,
Marian Gooden and Edith Peckham move into new home

Lawrence & Betty Osborn left for US. 

Bees twice weekly on Edith's house

1960—

Benito Guindon got glasses—later, operation on eye. 

Charles Palmer visits.  

Ellen Rockwell returns from Mexico where she was working at AFSC work camp.  

Molly Figuerola had 2 cataract operations. 

Wolf Guindon collects money from army ants sent to U, of Kans thru. Charles B. Palmer 


Oct
15 day temporal

Dec 8,
Bee on Arthur's bridge

1961. 
Mar/Apr
Community telephones!  In time to make General Ring about Ricky Guindon's birth.


Oct. 
John Trostle visited.

1962. 
Jan.
Howard and Dorothy to States with Reubens for two years earning Social Security. Had house 

blessing before they left.

Mar 6,
Kenny, Stella and Meg Wallace drive down from the States and join us.

May 31,
House bee on Wolf Guindon’s present house—Tulio Arguedas helping.  Moved the day before Xmas.

Jun. 1,
Marvin Rockwell adopts Henry.

June 29,
Abner Rockwell dies. 

Jul.
John and Sue Trostle and 3 sons visited for a month, staying in Mary Mendenhall’s house.  Bought the Walmsley farm. (sold it back later). 

The Ornithologist Paul Slud visits - sights seventy species in his first afternoon here.

Sept.
Reuben Rockwells return.

1963. 

Antonio Guindon born. 

Jan. 12,
Marvin and Flory Rockwell married

Irazu volcano started erupting day Pres. Kennedy arrived in Costa Rica. 

 

First nature reserve (Cabo Blanco) established in Costa Rica, following John Kennedy’s visit.

Carl Rettenmeyer, assistant and their wives, here on 3 week study of Army Ants and the mites that act as their housekeepers.

Bob Law first visit, with friends from Wilmington College

May 11,
Bee on Montien's bedroom section



Susie and Elias Newswanger came to live.

1964. 

Volcan Irazu spewing ashes over country-side, even here.

Jan 31,
Richard Hartman’s house bee 

First house fire. Squatter house burns when Susie leaves live coals in cardboard box while at 

Square Dance.

Kenny Wallace teaching school again.

Mar.
Richard Hartman moved into new house.   

May 14,
Golden Toad discovered by Jerry James in what was later to become the Cloud Forest Preserve.

May 27,
John Campbell took first picture of Golden Toads.



Kenny Wallace became manager of Cheese Plant replacing Eston Rockwell.



Kenny & Stella Wallace adopt Marcos and Liddy.

Apr 18,
Bee on Meeting-room addition to school house.

John Campbell barn built.

Leonard Hoge joined the Peace Corpse

Miguel & Molly Figuerola adopt Paco.

1965.  
Jan 16,
 Eston Rockwells sell farm to Wolf and Lucky Guindon and leave for the States to live.

May,  
Wolf & Lucky Guindon’s House Blessing.

Nov., 
Roads are improving... Tractor is carving them out of mountainside - starting to gravel them with gravel from new veins of rock they've hit.  

Safe broken into at Dairy Plant.  One month's pay for everyone robbed. After 2 weeks the thieves were apprehended but the money had been spent.

David Rockwell has the Community take over the phone system in Monteverde

1966. 

Floyd Rockwell had serious car accident in San José and is in the hospital.  

Jan. 
Arnold Hoges are back from 2 years in the States. Set up in Rio Segundo near San Jose to take 

care of Mary K. Andrews

Susie and Elias Newswanger take care of Hoge's farm.

March
Foundation work began on Howard Rockwell Jrs. new house. First home built since cement blocks were made here in the community and were available.

Ellen Rockwell graduates from nurses training. 

May,
Melody Guindon born.  

June,
Marilyn Thomas visits.  

Rabies comes to Monteverde.—The Guindons lost one dog.  

Wolf Guindon's buying Eston Rockwell's farm.

First big expansion of  Productores de Monteverde Cheese plant more then doubled in size.

Hubert Mendenhall got British made 6-14 International tractor and heavy trailer for logging.

Paul Rockwell went to AFSC work camp in Mexico for two years

Dec 18,
Carlos Rojas and Ruth Mendenhall were married, lived in house built by Mengels

1967. 
Wolf Guindon, Margaret Montien, & Cecil Rockwell attend World Friends Conference at Guildford College.  

Mariano Arguedas went to States with Reuben and Helenbelle Rockwell.

Hubert Mendenhall’s buy place in Coronado near San José and move onto it.


Sept 28,
Marian Gooden passes away.


Nov 12,
Special community dinner for Walter and Mary James's 25th wedding anniversary.

Nov.
Marvin Rockwell and family move to Mooresville, Indiana for job with Van Leer Chocolate Corp., Marvin to be salesman for 11 central states



Phillip Mendenhall takes over as cheese agent - and gets the commission raised to 13%. 

1968. 

Eston and Mary Rockwell living in trailer court in Cedar Rapids Iowa.  

Apr. 
Richard Hartman went to Alajuela to old folks home. 


July 7,
Doris Rockwell and George Arden married

July 30,
Arenal volcano roars to life with a cloud of ash that darkens the sky, and rumbles that shake the windows in houses all afternoon.  (Lucky was making her kitchen counters)



Bob Law spent this last year in Monteverde teaching and carpenter jobs.

OTS has courses coming to Monteverde, through them a lot of biologists became acquainted with Monteverde  

1969. 
Apr 16,
Eston Rockwell’s return to Monteverde to take over electric plant.

Jun. 
Alberto Guindon & Rene Montien graduate from Monteverde Friends’ School.. 

July 6,
Paul Rockwell and Graciela Hudgins married.


July 8,
Reuben Rockwell and David Rockwell and families left via trucks with trailers to U.S.A.



Floyd and Daisy Rockwell build house on farm oringinally owned by Marvin Rockwell.

Hubert Mendenhall introduces Jay Teja to the Community, 

Sept. 16 Teja wants to buy dairy plant and Hubert Mendehall’s farm.  By Dec. the deal is off. 

Nov. 
By-pass for the last steep grade on the road was completed making it possible for two-wheel drive vehicles to arrive without help

Albert Taylor living at Walter James'.

Community starts Bosqueterno S. A. officially.

1970. 

David & Jan Green (now Lowther) bought & moved onto Hubert's farm.  

Apr.
George and Harriett Powell and Bill and Ruthie Buskirk arrive from U.C. Davis to start first long term biology projects in Monteverde.

Apr 29, 
Alberto Guindon goes to San José to study art.

Apr 29,
Serenade to Arthur and Clara Rockwell, last night in their own home.

Arthur's went to San José to live with Cecil's.  

Last work bee on old car bridge by Dairy Plant. Used chaperno logs.

Aug. 
Arthurs are back & living with Howard Rockwell Srs.  

Paul Smith visits.

1971. 

Cooperativo de Santa Elena de Monteverde formed to buy Cecil's pulpería.

Apr, 1 
Monteverde Easter sunrise meeting.  (1st time)  

Jerry James' car accident, Vicky killed.  

Oct. 1,
Co-op takes possession of Pulpería from the Cecil Rockwells, who were leaving Monteverde.  

Oct 22.  
Open house at Howard Rockwell’s for Arthur Rockwell's 93rd birthday 

1972,  
Jan. 30,
Howard Rockwell Sr. died.


Feb. 
Berni Rockwell drowned.

Oct 6,
Meeting to set up a Corporation, Bosqueterno S.A., to accept title to "Watershed Land".

Dec.
Pete and Claudia Feinsinger arrive.

Danger of losing San Luis to a big dairy man who wants to put in ski lift to haul milk from there to Guindon farm..   

Dec, 
George & Harriett Powell moved into new house.  

Sally Tomlinson came to join Ron Tomlinson & Bill Kucha. 



Cloud Forest Reserve organized, TSC to manage.

1973,  
Apr 13,
Big Earthquake. Monteverde a dozen miles from the 6.5 epicenter where a house and family were 

buried by a landslide.

Sept. 3.
Martha Moss came to live in Monteverde, Drove down with daughter Nancy in her car called Tiger Lily through Central America. She bought Irma’s Pension.

Sept 22, Alberto & .Norma Guindon married. 

Dec.
Marvin Rockwell & family return to Monteverde.

Dec 31, 
Francis Starr visits.

1974,
Jan. 
Howard & Myrtle Hollander's Open House in new abode.  

Peggy Bond teaching in Monteverde Friends School.

Dr Birch (dentist) & wife work at clinic.

Arna Maxson and family move here from Nicaragua.  

Dan Boehm & Betty get married in San José.  

Weather station moved from Old Pension to John Campbell's

Mar.
John & Sue Trostle here visiting, and arrange purchase of Mary Mendenhall’s farm.  

Apr, 
Len Hoge & Olivia Mendenhall get married.  

May 1, 
Richard Laval & Meg Wallace get married. 

May, 
Steve Abbott here to help on clinic. 

Mary Mendenhall goes to US. 

June 5,
Arthur Rockwell died

July, 
Joe & Jean Stuckey here.  Howard Rockwell Jr.s go to US for 2 yrs.  Joe and Jean kept the farm going. (Howard Jr.'s return after 1 ½ years).

Bill and Sylvia Powers came to teach.  

Sept  
Osborne and Becky Cresson arrive and decide to stay.  

Oct,  
Helena Guindon left for Boston to study art.

Oct 31,
John and Sue Trostle arrive to stay.



Wolf Guindon starts working in the Monteverde Cloud Forest Preserve for TSC.

Dec.
Edith Peckham taken to San José and later to a rest-home in the US. 


Dec.
Ruth Campbell & Arnoldo Beeche married in San José.

1975, 

Marvin and Flory Rockwell start “Flor Mar Soda” in laundry room of house.


Feb.
Martha Campbell and  Ovidio Leiton married in Meetinghouse.

George & Harriet Powell leave for US.   

Mar.
Asociacion de Desarrollo Integral was formed.  Marvin Rockwell was elected President, and Elias 

Newswanger was elected unanimously Treasurer.

Mar. 26,
Opening of library.  New benches, thanks to Dorothy,

May 10,
Inaugeration of Clinic in Santa Elana.


Aug. 24,
Tomas Guindon and Lindi Maxson married


Sept.
Tropical Science Center signs lease with Bosqueterno S.A., making "Watershed Land" part of the 

Cloud Forest Preserve.


Oct.
Os Cresson was sent to Mexico City to represent Costa Rican Friends in planning Latin American 

participation in the 1977 Western Hemisphere conference of Friends in Wichita, Kansas.

Oct 14, 
Wolf and Lucky Guindon’s 25th ann.—went to Limon.

Dec.
For vacation Clara Rockwell, Dorothy Rockwell and Marvin Rockwell’s crossed on the ferry to 

Nicoya Peninsula where they pitched their tents on the Pacific shore and cooked over a driftwood fire.  Who but Clara would go camping after her 90th birthday!

1976, 

Care of Emilce Rodríguez. 

Apr 19
25th Monteverde day—program and US Ambassador, Todman came to it.   

Carlos Guindon left to US with Joe & Jean Stuckey in their bus.

BBC film documental of 50 minutes, on the Monteverde Cloud Forest Preserve, shows 

the trees falling down as the cutting was going on.

Jul. 1, 
Emilce Rodríguez died.

1977, 

Becky Stuckey came here for Senor year at Monteverde Friends School.  

Helena Guindon came home from US.  

Wolf and Lucky go to 1st Conference of Friends of the Americas in Wichita, KS

Colegio in Santa Elena.

July 23,
Last name Green changes to Lowther.

Sylvia Smith passed Costa Rican exams and is now a recognized Registered Nurse.  The Canadian Friends Service Committee had been sponsoring her work as our community nurse.

Sept. 15 
Marvin Rockwell's inaugurated new restaurant and 4 rooms to rent on 2nd floor.

1978, 

Helena Guindon spent months traveling & painting with Susie Jones.  

Wolf Guindons got Whoopee (a Howler Monkey) 

Ricky Guindon,  Liddy Wallace & Julia Lowther graduate from MFS

Mar.
First undergraduate groups studies here - part of the Associated Colleges of the Midwest study abroad program.

1979

The Field Station/Visitors Center at the Reserve is dedicated by Costa Rica's president, Rodrigo 

Carazo.

1980, 

LeRoy Guindon born, first grandchild of Wolf and Lucky Guindon.  

COAL (part of the representative committee of the Friends World Committee for Consultation)

 born also in MV. 

Diana Reese committed suicide.  Tragic.

Oct 31,
Big Monteverde Art Show at Sunset House, around 300 paintings in oils, acrylics, drawings and 

also sculptures.

Joe and Jean Stuckey and children, Sarah and Matt bought Arnold Hoge’s farm and came to live


Dec. 30, Clara Rockwell died.

l981, 

Carlos Guindon and Lidieth Wallace get married.  

Sara Marriott from Findhorn Scotland is here.

1982.

CASEM is formed by a group of local artisans to give housewives an outside income making 

handicrafts for tourists.


Oct. 29,
Anthony Rockwell drowned.

1983. 

Arna Maxson becomes 1st nurse at Puffers, caring for Oscar Montien.

July 7,
Completion of the new cement bridge over the Guacimal River is celebrated.  Big buses can 

now reach the Reserve.

Nov. 
Ann Krieble died.  Many of her friends from San Luis attended the funeral.

1984. 
Jan 6,
Oscar Montien died at Puffers.


Benito Guindon left for U.S.  

Tim Curtis and Helena Guindon get married.  

Community surprised Wolf and Lucky by giving money to help to pay for tickets to go to 

the wedding.  

Doris Rockwell run over by milk truck.   In hospital for several months and later lived at Puffer's. 

July 21
Mary James died at Puffers.  

Nov 21, 
Walter James died at Puffers.

1985, 

Cliff Guindon's visit in Roy Joe Stuckey's tour group.  

Len Bird visits from England and teaches Scottish dancing.

June 13
Six biologists and three nature lovers meet at Pension Quetzal to discuss setting up a Conservation League.

Oct.
Area wide ICE telephone system installed for about sixty initial subscribers. It was a 100 phone exchange system. It was full in less than a year.

1986, 
Jan. 22,
David Lowther Sr. died while in Virginia.


Thom Dixon left to get business training.  

José Luis Vargas takes over as manager of the Cheese factory.


May 28
Margaret Adelman's house burnt down (old Pension)



The Conservation League started.



The Monteverde Institute started.

Tim Curtis & Helena Guindon back from Honduras for a year.



CASEM moves to Monteverde.

I987, 
Jan. 30
Chalo's bus went off the road by Guacimal and rolled down the hill.  Several people injured.


Antonio Guindon & Alison Dorsey married.  

Tim & Helena left for US.  Their newborn baby had lived only a week.


Oct. 19,
Mildred Hoge died in Iowa.



Ted Silvey commited suicide, sad shock to community.

1988, 
Wolf and Lucky went to US for 2 mos. while Wolf went to FWCC conferences.  

Feb. 3, 
A slide show/talk for Prince Phillip at Hotel de Montaña. 

Feb 8,
Lucky working on first certificate for land donations to the Monteverde Conservation League.

Feb 13,
Pot luck supper in honor of Warren Wilson group—then slides & dancing

Feb 22,
Lucky had art show for Roy Joe Stuckey's first tour group. 

Mar 19,
Margaret Montien passed away after being in hospital with heart attack 1 1/2 weeks. 

Apr 10,
Henk Van Mierlo bought Hollander’s farm.

Apr 19,
Monteverde Day held in the bull-pen.  Ovidio had fixed it up real nice—a lot of fun

May 4,
Milton & Diana Lieberman  are Wolf’s new neighbors.

June 14,
Coffee at Trostles. 2nd ambassador to Sweden & Sharon Kinsman were there.

     
Sharon had been involved with a school in Sweden where the students raised $15,000 for purchase 

of rain forests.  This was the beginning of the Bosque Eterno de los Niños

July 23,
Pie Social & prices went sky high, even up to ¢2,300--.made ¢ 55,000.

Aug 11,
Wolf & Lucky went to States..he goes to Japan for FWCC Triennial Conference.

Sept 13,
Hurricane Gilbert caused so much rain the bank slid down behind Wolf & Lucky’s house & pushed it off its foundation 2 yards.

Oct 4, 
Tractor came & shoved out mud behind and beside Wolf’s house. 

Oct 22,
Hurricane Joan hit Nicaragua instead of Limon Costa Rica. Caused much damage to Bluefields.

Nov 17,
Bee day on Wolf’s house. 

Bad accident on highway where 1 or 2 of Ramon Brenes' sons were killed. 

Nov 29,
Tomas had bad accident with bike—tore his ear off—? Visiting Doctors came walking up the road 

& took care of him—sewed his ear back on

1989

Francis and Kay Starr who had been visiting for 14 years built their own house.



Lisa Wirtanen and her 2 young children came to live.

Jan 4,
Jose Massis (professional modern dancer) doing dance class & program with school kids

Jan 7,
Wedding for Carol Evans & Juan Leiton.very nice, followed by square dance in the evening.

Jan 8,
Kimbra Rockwell gave a slide show about Norway where she has been working.

Jan 9,
Fire at Van Mierlo's bodega— neighbors helped put it out. 

Jan 12,
Another bee day on hurricane house. Got it much higher than was but still more to go.

  
Jan 25,
Tonio & Biff & Rodrigo poured cement for front wall base of Wolf’s house..  

  
Feb 12,
Ricardo Guindon & Maritza Badilla's wedding day.

   
Mar 26,
Easter sunrise meeting & breakfast at Wolf & Lucky’s house.  About 40 or more attend.

 
Mar 27,
Beni has a baby sloth that Pete found.

 
Apr 8,
Juan & Carol Leiton's Open House                            

May 3,
Monthly  Meeting. Many new concerns, one is to talk to Minor about serving beer at El Bosque

May 6,
California students help on roof painting bee at schoolhouse.


June 4,
Kat Griffith is visiting & has bought land from Margaret Adelman &- so did Becky Day

  
July 4,
Funeral for Elber Vargas—killed on motorcycle.

 
July 12,
George Powell netted 2 quetzals today (bringing it up to 6), put radios on them.

July 30,
Paul  Winter’s  concert at MFS.


Sept 9,
Wolf went with Michelle again looking for tapir.

Sept 30,
Square dance for Becky Day who's leaving in a week for the States.

Nov 6,
Norma Guindon is in hospital from stroke.

 
Nov 8,
Lucky making certificates for Accelerated Learning Techniques with Linda Mohler.


Nov 29,
George Powell & Sergio went flying today, radio tracking the vanished quetzals which were found



near Poco Sol


Dec 9,
Margaret Viers and Arnulfo Cruz arrived from El Salvador where Margaret has been working with 

refugees.

1990
Jan 23,
Beni G., Sergio (George Powell’s assistant) & Eric Bello are on quetzal search.

 
Feb 4,
Steve Abbott & wife, Andrea & son are here visiting with Steve’s parents.

 
Feb 6,
Juanita (Mendenhall) Haddad here visiting


Feb 7,
Big long meeting over whether to enlarge the school & include all who want to come, went til 4.

The Starrs, Abbotts & Ray & Huldah Stanley in community.

 
Feb 11,
Another 5 hrs of deliberation on School issue. To be cont'd.

 
Feb 14,
A Joyous day as we came to consensus without more strife.   Maybe we were worn out.

  
Feb 17,
Roy & EIsie Butgereit here.

 
Feb 19,
Wolf G. went on hike with Len Bird, Dave Lowther, & Art Peterson through Brillante to Miramar.

 
Feb 22,
Wonderful birthday party for Steve Abbott at Francis & Kay Starr's,  His dad's so much fun.

 
Feb 25,
Arnulfo Cruz the young man from El Salvador left to go to Cades--quite nervous.  First school 

situation for him

  
Mar 3,
Big School supper & Roy Joe's group here.


Mar 13,
Today was workshop day for “Mission Statement” and future of Monteverde Institute led by Linda Schneekloth. 


Mar 29,
Wedding of Jamie Howard & Lyn O’Hare.Very special warm feelings of love expressed. 


Apr 13,
Bamboo workshop by Brian & Patty—very interesting--beautiful things.

 
Apr 18,
Tonight we heard Elizabeth Sartouris speak on Gaia & protecting our earth


Apr 25,
Baby  shower  for  Yvonn (Rockwell) Vargas.

 
May 5,
Bruce Young & Cynthia Echeveria's big wedding under the care of our Meeting, followed by 

square dance tonight.

 
May  7,
Baby  shower  for Hannah (Lowther) Arguedas.

 
May 17,
MFS Rummage sale —¢37,000.  

May 26,
Went to hear Shannon Griffin & Grahame speak on what they found in Panama after US invasion 

at Christmas-time.

June 13,
Volcanologist Prof, Bill..&. wife at Meeting.  He's been studying Arenal since it 1st erupted--is 

Quaker from Hopewell Friends Meeting, Va.

July 14,
Sara Sargent & husband Ron's Open House .

July 15,
Remaining subscribers to the Lindora electric system are switched over to the Government 

network, ICE.

July 21,
Pie Social, Phenominal sum of ¢63,000. Lots of pies so took long time.

Aug. 9,
Melody Guindon & Rodrigo Solano married.

Aug l6,
Water Meeting tonight with Ay A.

1991, 
Apr. 19, MV's 4Oth.  Many people visited for it. 

1992, 
Mar. 18,
Elias Newswanger and Mary Stuckey are married in Monteverde Friends Meeting.

1994, 

Antonio Guindon & Adair Mali married in Connecticut with several Monteverdians attending.  

Three new classrooms added to Meeting/School House to accommodate the growing Tico student 

body.

1997
Oct. 6,
Monteverde Institute moves into new building.

2000
Jun.
A committee formed to compile the Monteverde Jubilee Family Album.

2001
Apr. 19,
Celebrated Monteverde’s 50th Jubilee Anniversary.  More than 300 people attended.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

STATISTICAL INFORMATION OF 1ST 10 YEARS

By New Years 1951  seven families have arrived in San Jose, Costa Rica from Iowa and Alabama, ranging in age from 2 to 80 years, this included 5 single grown men, two of whom were temporarily adopted! Soon two more families visited to learn whether they wished to stay permanently.

   
When school was opened at the finca near Heredia, there were seven pupils with Mary Mendenhall teaching and Eston Rockwell helping out with Spanish lessons. Seven pre-schoolers were in the group.

   
We had at least 12 visitors while still looking for land, some came more than once.  Of the more than a dozen families who came, during the ten years, to visit in regard to the possibility of making Monteverde their home, more than half have moved here to reside while the others did not find what they were looking for.  Two families of the early settlers have moved back to the States. At present there are seventeen families living in the community with the prospect of another within a short time.

   
There have been two weddings at Monteverde in the first year and 1956.  They with three other married couples and two single men made up a group that has participated in "Retreats" at various times.  Two of the original five single men journeyed back to the States, and married , one returned with his wife.

   
Sixteen babies have been born at Monteverde. There are three graves in the cemetery. Three Costa Rican children have been adopted into homes with much satisfaction.

   
Through the years of Monteverde living, at least 541 visitors have been entertained, among those are 22 work Campers, mostly from El Salvador. Other people have visited the Lechería or come on business for only a few minutes or hours, more or less.  The two years of 1956 and 1958 were the top years for visitors, being about 60 each year. The local Pension has over 17 names registered. Some relatives and friends have visited two or more times. One much enjoyed friend has been here five different times in as many years.

   
At present 15 children and young people are attending Monteverde School from the Community and 7 Costa Ricans are part time students with one full time, making a total of 25. There are 11 preschool children.  Forty-nine young people have at one time or another attended the school. Five students have graduated from the High School.

   
June 1, 1961 the population of the Monteverde Community is 64 persons between the ages of 2 months and 82 years with 5 over 75.  The seven families January 1, 1951 with those living with them consisted of 50 persons. About the time of the move up to Monteverde  or June 1, 1951 there were 36 besides 7 people visiting at the time. January 1, 1956 the community numbered 78, and June 1, 1961 the 64 does not include members of the families working in the States.
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