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NOTICE OF MEETING.

A Private Meeting of the Society

FOR

MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES ONLY

WILL BE HELD IN

THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,
ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF 20 HANOVER SQUARE, LONDON, W.
On TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11th, 1913, at b pan.

WHEN A PAPER ENTITLED

8% By Study of Dreams ”

WILL BE READ BY

Dr. FREDERIK van EEDEN.

N.B.—No TZickets of Admission are issued jfor this Meeling. Members
and Associates will be asked to sign their names on entering.

TEA WILL BE SERVED AT 4.30.
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NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

Names of Members are printed in Black Type.
Names of Associates are printed in SMALL CAPITALS.
Clark, Rev. F. H. H, 7 Wyndham Place, Bryanston Square,
London, W,
Edwardes, Mrs. Dyer, 5 Hyde Park Gate, Kensington, London, W.
Guttwoch, Charles, 7 Kingswood Avenue, Queen’s Park, London,
N.W.
Mason, Frank, 7 Stanley Crescent, London, W.
GELLERT, J. W., Adelaide, South Australia.
MANDEVILLE, MRs. James I, 1546 South 6th Street, Terre Haute,
Indiana, U.S.A.
M‘ConNNEL, MRs., Matlaske Hall, Norwich.
MEeNENDEZ-MENA, Roporro, LL.D., D.Se., Merida, Yucatan, Mexico.
Pye, W. A, Priest Hill, Limpsfield, Surrey.
TRrRENCH, MRs. C. CHENEVIX, Broomfield, Camberley, Surrey.

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

THE 118th Meeting of the Council was held at 20 Hanover
Square, London, W., on Monday, December 9th, 1912, at 6 p.m,,
Mr. H. ARTHUR SMITH in the chair. There were also present:
Mr. W. W. Baggally, the Rev. M. A. Bayfield, Sir Lawrence
J. Jones, Bart., Mr. W. M‘Dougall, Dr. T. W. Mitchell, Mr.
J. G. Piddington, Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, and Mrs. A. W.
Verrall ; also Miss Alice Johnson, Research Officer, and Miss
Isabel Newton, Secretary.

The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council were read
and signed as correct. :

Four new Members and six new Associates were elected.
Their names and addresses are given above.

The monthly accounts for November, 1912, were presented
and taken as read.

PRIVATE MEETING FOR MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

THE 42nd Private Meeting of the Society for Members and
Associates only was held in the Council Chamber at 20
Hanover Square, London, W., on Monday, December 9th, 1912,
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at 8.30 pm.; Mgs. HENky SInGWICK in the chair.  Mrs,
Sidgwick, in welcoming the reader of the paper, expressed
great regret that Sir William Barrett, its joint author, was
unfortunately unable to be present, on account of illness.

THE Rev. E. Savert, Hicks read a paper by Sir William
Barrett and himself on “ Recent Experiments with, the Ouija
Board.”

The experiments he described were carried out by a small
group of members of the Dublin Local Section, who met
regularly for the purpose. They used an ordinary baize-
topped card-table, on which they distributed at random the
letters of the alphabet, covering them with a sheet of plain
glass, 22 inches square. The sitters were blindfolded, and
various precautions were taken to prevent them from knowing
the position and arrangement of the letters, which were fre-
quently changed. Nevertheless coherent sentences were spelt
out and intelligent answers given to questions, notes being
always taken by one of the other persons present who were
observing what took place.

Mr. Hicks added to the interest of the paper by.exhibiting
a table arranged with an alphabet and a sheet of glass, as
used at the sittings. In the discussion that followed, many
questions regarding the experiments were asked, and Mrs.
Sidgwick expressed the hope that other members of the Society
would experiment on similar lines and report the results
obtained.

CASE.

L. 1194. Apparition.

THE following case of an apparition, seen on the first day of
what proved to be the fatal illness of the person represented
by it, was recently communicated to Mrs. Sidgwick by a friend
of hers, who was acquainted with the percipient, Mrs. Bolton,
and Mrs. Bolton then kindly sent us an account of her experi-
ence. The first account was written by her husband and
signed by herself, and the corroborative statements of her
servants, to whom she mentioned what she had seen at the
time, are embodied in it, as follows :
December Tth, 1912.

Oct. 7, [1900] Sunday.—When in church at the afternoon service,

when the last hymn was being sung, I distinctly saw my step-son
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standing outside the pew looking in my face. I stopped singing,
feeling very upset, and sat down. On looking again I saw the face
again, but looking drawn and white. 3 ;
On returning to the house I called the maid who always waited
upon him, and I said, “Sarah, I feel Master Charles is ill ; he will
die,” and I burst into tears. The maid said, “I think, madam, you
cannot be well.”
(This statement as to what my mistress said to me is quite correct.
SARAH WHYBROW.)

I also spoke to E. Webb, the cook, and said, “I saw Master Charles
in church, and I saw his coffin by the chancel steps.”

(This statement is quite correct.

EvizaBeTH WEBB.)

On this day Charles wrote his last letter to me.

Oct. 13.—My husband heard from Charles that he was on the sick
list, and this day he was moved from the “ Benbow ” to hospital.

Oct. 17.—Much against my wish, we went to Boscombe.

Oct. 19.—My husband went up to Greenock. -

Oct. 24.—Decided to go myself to Greenock, notwithstanding my
husband’s telegram that ‘“there was a decided improvement,” and
telegraphing me not to come up.

Oct. 25.—Doctor said there was no hope, but when [Charles] saw
me his face brightened, and taking me by the hand he said, “Oh,
mother, mother.”

Oct. 30.—On this night I felt a strong pressure on my left arm,
and I put out my hand, thinking some one was there, but I felt
nothing; but I said, ¢“Charles, are you here?” No answer came,
but I felt a further strong pressure.

Oct. 30.—On this day he was brought home and placed in the
church.

All the dates in this statement are correct, and agree with memo.’s
made in [Captain Bolton’s] diary of 1900.

(Signed) C. J. Borron.
Dec. Tth, 1912,

This is a true statement written by my husband for me.

Juria E. BoLton.

Mrs. Sidgwick went to see Captain and Mrs. Bolton on
December 7th, 1912, and gives the following account of her
interview : :

I saw Captain and Mrs. Bolton at their residence, Bocking Hall,
Braintree, yesterday. I heard from Mrs. Bolton about her experi-
ence, and received from them the account written out by Captain
Bolton for his wife and signed by her. She also read me an
account written by herself, which she has promised to copy and
send me. It contains important points which she also told me in
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conversation, namely, that the letter written on the Sunday stated
that her step-son, Lieutenant Bolton, R.N. had a cold, and that
on account of the alarm caused by her vision she telegraphed on
the Monday to ask how he was, and received a telegram in reply
stating that he had slight influenza. The letter and telegrams have
been destroyed. This was the beginning of the illness of which he
died. Pneumonia supervened on the influenza, and then the heart
failed.

I saw both the servants who sign statements in the account.
It will be noticed that one speaks of a coffin at the chancel steps.
Mrs. Bolton coufirms this, but my impression is that, if she really
saw it at the same time as the figure, it must have been much
less vivid. I gathered that it was the apparition and the drawn
expression of the face when she looked up and saw it again that
alarmed her. The coffin actually stood in the church at the chancel
steps during the night before it was buried in the churchyard of a
neighbouring parish. The house, it may be observed, is quite close
to the church.

ELEANOR MILDRED SIDGWICK.

In reply to a request from Mrs. Sidgwick that Captain
Bolton would write his own recollection of what Mrs. Bolton
had told him at the time, he wrote to her:

Bocking HALL, BRAINTREE,

Essex, Dec. 10th, 1912,
In answer to your enquiries, I have no recollection of my
wife saying anything to me regarding secing the apparition in
church, and I think this can be accounted for. Mr. , who
was in our pew that afternoon, came in to the house with us to
have tea, and remained all the afternoon, and of course she would
not say anything before him, and, again, she might have thought
I should consider her fanciful and foolish. . . .

I have a distinct remembrance of my wife’s distress at that time,
and her great anxiety, and that I postponed our visit to Boscombe
for a week at her persistent request, although we had the house
taken.

You must remember all this took place twelve years ago, and at
84 (my age) memory is not quite at its best. ;

-

C. J. Borrox.

Mrs. Bolton afterwards wrote a more detailed account from
which we extract the following:

BockiNnG HALL, BRAINTREE,
Essex, Dec. 13th, 1912.

On October Tth, 1900, on Sunday afternoon, I was sitting in the
Bocking Hall pew, and during the last hymn I looked up and my
step-son, Lieutenant Bolton, appeared to be standing in front of me,
and looking earnestly into my face, . I stopped singing and sat down
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feeling very upset. I looked again and saw his expression had
changed and he looked drawn and white. After leaving the church
I came into the house and went into the housemaid’s room and
called my housemaid, Sarah Whybrow (who always waited upon
him), and said, “Sarah, Master Charlie is ill. I have seen him
and he is going to die.” The maid answered, “I think, madam,
you are ill.” 1 felt so distressed I burst into uncontrollable tears.

On the next morning by the second post, Oct. 8th, I received a
letter from my step-son saying ‘“he had a slight attack of influenza.”
(It was the last letter he wrote to me.)

On the same day, Oct. 8th, I telegraphed to him to know how
he was. The veply was, “slight influenza.”

We had previously taken a house in Boscombe for the following
Wednesday, 10th, but with difficulty I persuaded my husband to
wait a few days here, feeling my son would want me. From the
8th telegrams betwéen my son and me passed, but always he was
“getting on.” We heard of nothing serious uill Saturday, 13th,
when we received a telegram to say “ Lieut. Bolton has been moved
from the ‘Benbow’ to the hospital in Greenock.”

The rest of the account describes the course of the illness,
which terminated fatally on Sunday, October 28th, 1900.

PSYCHICAL RESEARCHERS AND THE WILL TO
DISBELIEVE:!

By F. C. CONSTABLE.

IT may be that the will to believe vitiates all the results
of psychical researchers. But, if so, it is possible at the same
time that the will to disbelieve as fully vitiates the criticism
of Dr. Ivor Tuckett.

Dr. Tuckett at the outset compares the schools of thought
of Sir Ray Lankester on the onme hand and of Sir Oliver
Lodge and Sir William Barrett on the other. He says: “The
former demands evidence which is capable of verification and
is based on experiments or observations that can be repeated
under definite and known conditions, while the latter is satisfied
with evidence that does not come up to this standard.”

Dr. Tuckett evidently agrees with the former school dlld
as will be shown, such agreement prevents him from any
unbiassed consideration of the evidence in favour of telepathy.
Sir Ray Lankester is reasonable: he denies the possibility of

1A reply to ¢ Psychical Researchers and the will to Believe,” by Dr. Ivor
Tuckett, Bedrock, July, 1912
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intercourse between human beings otherwise than through the
normal organs of sense and so does not take any interest in
psychical research: he ignores telepathy, when he is not
laughing at it. Dr. Tuckett is in error, it seems, in thinking
that Sir Ray Lankester takes any intelligent interest in psychical
research.

Telepathy may be a fact or it may not. But, if a fact, it is
of such a nature that it is incapable of laboratory observation,
and its experiments and obscrvations cannot be repeated under
definite and known conditions. The laws to which telepathy
is subject are at present unknown; so the psychical researcher
is confined to the observation of particular facts. This, by
admission, constitutes a necessary infirmity in the evidence
forthcoming in support of telepathy, and leaves open a
“legitimate ” door for the laughter of Sir Ray Lankester. He
and others are as fully justified in laughter at psychical research
as the four French men of science were at the phonograph, or
the scientific world at Galvani as “a dancing master of frogs,”
or the whole universe, twenty years ago, at the possibility of
the divisibility of the atom or the existence of matter which,
without appreciable loss of energy, could constantly give forth
heat. Before dealing with telepathy—my main object—reference
must be made to other subjects of psychical research considered
by Dr. Tuckett; for his method of argning would appear to
show he has misunderstood the principles of the Society for
Psychical Research j—principles which are accepted by a great
majority of the many members.

The Society tfor Psychical Research is a society for research,
not for the promulgation or establishment of any particular
theory. Certain gentlemen in 1882 were of opinion that facts
of human experience exist which cannot be accounted for if
we are confined to intercourse with one another through the
ordinary channels of sense. The S.P.R. was established to
investigate what may be termed abnormal phenomena of
human experience. So the investigations are not confined to
cases of telepathy.

Investigations have been made, as pointed out by Dr. Tuckett,
into the “phenomena” alleged to be produced by Xusapia
Palladino, Slade, and Bailey. Most of us reject all these
“ phenomena ”: some sof us-accept; some ;of them. But the
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acceptance or rejection has nothing to do with the SP.R. All the
society is responsible for is the investigation. We may be fools
or wise men and women for so investigating ; but, in either case,
Dr. Tuckett’s attacks against the personal beliefs of members
are wide of the mark. The disbelievers are as fully members
of the S.P.R. as the believers. It is, however, perhaps interest-
ing to note that, for his proof of the trickery of Eusapia and
Slade, Dr. Tuckett relies on the evidence of Mrs. Sidgwick and
Mr. 8. J. Davey, both members of the S.P.R.

But let us now turn to telepathy, and see how the subject is
treated by Dr. Tuckett. He says that in order to solve the
“ telepathic puzzle” it is essential that “we should put our-
selves, if possible, in the position of convinced believers in
telepathy.” Surely there is some error here? Dr. Tuckett
himself is doubtless a convinced believer in the laws of nature
so far as we know them, and therefore would receive, as facts,
statements made by trustworthy witnesses which were in accord-
ance with the known laws of nature. But the very question
that he raises is whether the convinced believer in telepathy
is right or wrong in accepting as facts from trustworthy wit-
nesses statements nof in accordance with known laws of nature,

The first thing rightly to be done is, assuming telepathy to
exist, to try to find out whet evidence is available in support
of the fact, and, secondly, to examine the evidence which is
adduced.

Now, assuming telepathy to exist, there is not one single
“spontaneous ” case which can be repeated,—a jortiori, can be
repeated in the laboratory. Each spontaneous case is as much
a personal passing experience as eating a particular dinner or
shooting a particular bird. It is, indeed, more definitely a
personal passing experience than eating a dinner or shooting a
bird, for the form of eating or shooting may continue, but
most spontaneous cases are unique.

This infirmity of evidence is a necessary “ingredient” in all
spontaneous cases, and, as necessarily, opens the possibilities of
self-deception or mal-observation. Fraud, of course, there may
be—as there may be even in laboratory experiments touching,
for example, the transmutation of metals. But no fraudulent
observation or experiment can be held to vitiate observatlon or
experiment free from fraud.
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This infirmity of evidence appears also, in some degree, in
experimental cases. Any scientific laboratory experiment can
be repeated as often as it may be desired, under the same
circumstances.  But this, in the nature of the case, is impos-
sible in any experiment in psychical research.

From what is above written it appears that when the school
of Sir Ray Lankester and Dr. Tuckett demands for proof of
telepathy that there shall be experiments or observations capable
of verification by repetition under definite and known condi-
tions, they are making a demand which cannot be complied
with. Sir Ray Lankester starts with an assumption that com-
munication between human beings otherwise than through the
organs of sense is impossible. He begs the question: he
demands proof of telepathy which, if telepathy does exist,
cannot in the nature of the case be forthcoming.

Now the S.P.R. makes no attempt to prove the existence of
telepathy : proof is impossible. All even the most exact man
of science can do towards proof, even of gravity, is to adduce
evidence of truth. All scientific truth is logical; is based on
assumption. = The scientific theory of the indestructibility of the
atom was based on assumption, and the theory was useful in
helping to accumnlate evidence of the truth. Now the assump-
tion is surrendered. _

But when, by admission, there is a natural infirmity in the
evidence which can be adduced in favour of telepathy, the
question arises whether the infirmity is of such a nature that
it is useless to investigate the evidence. The S.P.R. holds that
it is not useless; Dr. Tuckett would probably hold that it is.

Dr. Tuckett writes as to telepathy: “I am quite prepared
to believe in it directly there is any evidence as good as
that for the origin of meteorites or the existence of globular
lightning ; but I hold that quantity does not take the place of
quality in the evidence either for-the sea-serpent or for tele-
pathy. Sir W. F. Barrett’s evidence is really only formidable
and impressive in its length.” = And he then proceeds to argue
that the evidence adduced by Sir William may be subjeet to
the infirmities already referred to.

Let us consider this question of “quantity and quality,”
always bearing in mind that if telepathy be a fact, the laws
of nature, as now known to us, do not govern it.
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Dr. Tuckett has probably never seen globular lightning, yet
he believes in it. Suppose only one man had seen globular
lightning and recorded his observation: would Dr. Tuckett,
apart from laboratory experiments, believe in it? Does he not
believe in it because of the quantity of evidence ?

Now consider the hundreds of recorded cases of telepathy,
and, to clear the way, let us first neglect the infirmity of the
evidence adduced in proof of them.

Suppose there was one and one only recorded case, say, of
a man in England who had a dream or waking vision at a
particular time of the death of his brother in Australia, of
which dream or vision there is a record. And suppose there
is evidence also that the brother died at the time of the dream
or vision. Such a personal experience would be ignored by
all, would be referred to chance coincidence. But suppose five
hundred different people had like dreams or visions with the
same coincidence with the death. Would not the gquantity of
evidence have effect on belief? Would not the difficulties of
a critic, who desired to explain the coincidences as the result
of chance, be largely increased? The Ghurka soldier who had
been to England was asked by his captain why he had not
told his fellows of the wonders he had seen across the black
water. He replied that he could not because he would have
been condemned as a damned liar, But if fifty men had been
to England and had come back with the same tale?

He who has had experience of telepathy comes to us all
with a like tale of the wonders of telepathy, wonders unknown
to us and subject to no known law of nature. He can only support
his story by help from others of like but not the same experience.
The quantity, not quality only, of evidence has weight.

The psychical experience in telepathy of any individual is,
at present, a miracle: it is against the known laws of nature,—
hinc dllae lacrimae.  So the psychical researcher does not
rely on the strength of any chain of which each personal
experience is a link. The S.P.R. have offered proof of the
fraud of Slade, Bailey, and Madame Blavatsky, and some of
their reports were adverse to Eusapia. Even the last report,
referred to by Dr. Tuckett, has been neither accepted nor
rejected, and the report itself called attention to the fact that
Eusapia had been previously detected in fraud.
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Now there are hundreds of cases of telepathy recorded.
Those few referred to by Dr. Tuckett are,—as proved by the
researches of the S.P.R. itself,—all open to the charge of fraud.
Even the hundreds are, by admission, authenticated by evidence
which is in some measure infirm. But the infirmity is a
natural infirmity which cannot be got rid of.

I think it may be admitted that the great majority of those
recording their telepathic experiences are hounest, and if we
grant them only normal powers of observation in each veridical
case, as given, there is a coincidence. The cases are so many
that some of us hold the probability of chance coincidence
to be very small, and believe they point to a power in man
of communicating otherwise than through the normal organs
of sense. Podmore, in spite of Dr. Tuckett’s eriticism, fully
believed this. .

But the infirmity of the evidence? Kven if deliberate fraud
is absent, there may be exaggeration, addition of details or
particulars, even some form of self-deception. And yet, in spite
of this, the central fact, the coincidence, on which the psychical
researcher relies, may remain untouched.

Doubtless the whole of our personal experience during life
makes some permanent impression on us. Bnt we can recall
in memory only leading or remarkable facts. We all remember
the first woman we loved, the first time of smoking, the first
bird or rabbit shot, the first fish hooked even if not landed;
it is the marked events and changes of our career in life that
we remember. In memory we may exaggerate or add details
to the facts we remember. But the central fact of our
experience remains #rue in memory: the fact of the woman,
the smoking, the bird, rabbit or fish.

If, then, any one has had a telepathic experience, would he not,
in scientific probability, remember the central fact correctly? The
very abnormality of the experience would sear it into his memory.

The writer, himself, dreams constantly and forgets; but how
could he forget one marked event, when some one dying at a
distance appeared to him in dream or waking vision at the
time of death and told him something known but to the person
dead or dying? The experience was unique, and the seven
or eight hundred cases reported in Phantasms of the Living are
nearly all defined by their writers as unique in impression.
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What is to be relied on is the central fact in memory: the
details may be treated as imaginative embroidery, and yet the
substance on which the psychical researcher relies will remain.
Consider a well-known case which I deliberately weaken as I
state it. A lady in England during the Indian Mutiny suddenly
sees an apparition of her husband who is in India, with details
of dress and appearance which she is able to describe minutely.
She is so affected by the unique experience that she refuses all
invitations to entertainments till she is able to get news of her
husband. Later on news comes of a battle in which he was
killed. But the date given for the battle by the War Office is
the day after the vision. Later on again, the date is corrected:
the man died about the time he appeared to the wife. (See
Phantasms of the Living, Vol. L, p. 420.)

Now let us assume the wife’s description of the details of
costume, etc., is mere imaginary embroidery. Is nothing left?
Something is left. What is left is the unique -coincidence
between the vision and the death. It is on that the psychical
researcher relies; in this particular case the correction of the
date is on record. The infirmity of evidence leaves the coitn-
cidence untouched in many other cases.

Again, it is objected that, when we bear in mind the hundreds
of millions of human beings in existence, if telepathy were true
we should have a vast number of recorded cases. In fact, the
strangeness is in the largeness not the smallness of the recorded
cases. It is confidently alleged that cases of telepathy are
common, and, at once, a test can be offered to the reader. You
who read, have you or have you not had personal experience
of telepathy, or been told by some one of such experience ?
A large majority of you will reply in the affirmative.

- But if such experiences are so common, why are so few
recorded, so few made public? ;

Very much for the same reason that Galileo refrained, at
one period of his life, from continuing to record and make
public his theory as to the movement of the earth. =~ Those
experiencing them are - afraid of public opinion; and, in the
face of men like Huxley, who treat such experience as belonging
only to cranks, and of such men as Sir Ray ‘Lankester, who
treat the whole matter as belonging to vulgar superstition,
their conduct is natural and expedient.. It is true that not
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a few distinguished men of science and philosophy have an
open mind, and that their number is increasing. But the
majority of scientific men still hold that telepathy is impossible,
because contrary to the known laws of nature, and so they
brand psychical researchers as impostors, fools, or homunculi of
superstition. Some of us have a natural objection to be so
branded.

Again, of those who have personal experience of telepathy,
how many make a record at the time, and trouble to record
corroborative evidence? Very, very few.

But if, for the ordinary man, there is power of memory to
retain the central facts of personal experience, and we, ordinarily,
accept this form of memory as trustworthy, a jfortiori, we
should trust to memory for the central facts of abnormal
personal experience. For the very abnormality strengthens
the probability of the central facts being retained correctly in
memory,

Dr. Tuckett has ignored all the leading cases of telepathy
on which psychical researchers rely. If we neglect both “The
Will to Believe” and “The Will to Disbelieve,” the conflict
between the two schools can be clearly stated.

The school of Sir Ray Lankester demands for proof of
telepathy experimental cases which can be repeated, under
definite and known conditions, in the laboratory. This begs
the question. TFor it cuts out all evidence arising from
spontaneous cases, and is inapplicable even to experimental
cases. This school is based on denial of the possibility of
telepathy : for telepathy, if true, being based mainly on the
psychical, is not fully subject to the physical.

The opposing school, admitting the possibility of telepathy,
admits also necessarily that the proof demanded by Sir Ray
Lankester’s school cannot be forthcoming. What evidence is
open to it? Coincidence.

Where there is coincidence there is always the possibility
that it is explicable by chance,—though it must mnot be
forgotten that chance is but a negative term: it is no more
than a convenient veneer for human ignorance. But whether
or not a coincidence is explicable by chance is purely a
question of degree. A man firing once at a target hits the
bull’s-eye. We may fairly refer this to chance. But should
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he hit the bull's-eye twenty times running, chance fails as an
explanation,—we must introduce the factor of the skill of the
marksman. If a dream or waking vision hits the mark once,
we may refer it to chance; but if dreams or visions constantly
hit the mark, a degree of success may, some time, be attained
which makes us abandon chance, and forces on us a conclusion
that there is some positive reason for the success attained
which cannot be explained by negative chance.

The psychical researcher rightly relies on the gquantity of
evidence, as Dr. Tuckett must rely for his belief in globular
lightning on the quantity of evidence. The quality of the
evidence necessarily depends in some measure on the trust-
worthiness of personal statements. But the central fact, ke
coincidence, is capable of proof by record. This quality, accepted,
can only be strengthened by the number, the quantity, of the
coincidences recorded.

NOTES ON CASES PRINTED IN THE LAST JOURNAL.

SEVERAL questions and comments having been addressed to us
about the cases printed in the last Journal (Dec., 1912), it
may be worth while to return to them here, as the same
questions may have arisen in the minds of other readers.

Mrs. Verrall (on p. 338) quoted only those phrases from
Miss Verrall's script of Oct. 22, 1912, to which “Miss
Jones’s”! dream seemed to apply, namely, “The Lombard
poplar—the Florentine’s fierce love.” The rest of the script is
somewhat vague and may or may not be intended to refer to
Dante. There is no evidence that any one was “on the wrong
tack,” as stated or suggested in Miss Jones’s dream; but there
is the rather striking coincidence that Miss Jones dreamt of
Dante and Verona in connection with script apparently pro-
duced by Miss Verrall or her mother, 18 days after Miss
Verrall had actually produced a script which she supposed at
the time to refer to Dante, and which her mother—seeing it on
Nov. 2nd—had suggested to her might refer to his stay at
Verona.

In the published scripts of Mrs. and Miss Verrall,—the only

1The real name of Miss Jones was, of course, communicated to the Editor
though not printed in the Jpurnal.
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ones which Miss Jones could have seen or known anything
about,—references to Dante or to his works are rare; they oécur,
I think, in only two of Miss Verrall's and only four of Mrs.
Verrall’s, while there are many other topics which occur more
frequently. Thus, there seems no normal reason why Miss Jones
should have dreamt that he was mentioned in the script. Verona
again, was only one of the numerous cities visited by Dante
during his long exile. It may be noted that it is now in the
province of Venetia, whereas in Dante’s time it belonged to
Lombardy.

After hearing of Miss Jones’s dream, Mrs. Verrall compared
the seript in detail with Rossetti’s poem, Dante at Verona, of
which it had already reminded her. In the poem are described
his devotion to his native city and his fierce resentment against
those Florentines who by false accusations had procured his
banishment : . 2

Arriving only to depart,
From court to court, from land to land,
Like flame within the naked hand

His body bore his burning heart

That still on Florence strove to bring
God’s fire for a burnt offering.

Thus, the brief phrases of the seript seem to constitute a
joint reference to Rossetti’s poem and to the passage in the
Paradiso from which Rossetti selected one of the two mottoes
to his poem.

The instances of apparent telepathy between Miss Jones and
her sister, though slight and unfortunately not recorded at the
time, may, we hope, suggest to readers the desirability of
observing whether supernormal mental powers are occasionally
associated with abnormal physical conditions. It is sometimes
supposed that this is the case; but hitherto we have come
across little or no evidence of it. Our experience, on the other
hand, would tend to show that illness or a condition of
depressed vitality is a distinctly unfavourable state for the
manifestation of telepathy. But it is of course conceivable
that brain changes which lead to dissociations of consciousness
may sometimes facilitate the reception or emergence of tele-
pathic impressions, and if so, it would be useful to have
evidence of the fact.
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OBITUARY: A. W. DOBBIE.

IT was with great regret that we received the news a few
weeks ago of the death of one of our earliest members, Mr.
A. W. Dobbie, of Adelaide, South Australia.

Mr. Dobbie was elected a member of the Society in 1885.
Before that time he had for several years studied and practised
hypnotism, and among his numerous subjects he found several
with remarkable clairvoyant or telepathic powers. The experi-
ments he carried out with them were carefully made and
carefully vecorded; some of the most interesting ones were
printed in early numbers of the Journal from November, 1888,
onwards, and some of them also appeared in Mrs. Sidgwick’s
paper “On the Evidence for Clairvoyance” in Proceedings,
Vol. VIL, pp. 30 et seq., and in Mr. Myers’s Human Personality.

It is greatly to be desired that experiments such as these
should be repeated and extended. Mr. Dobbie may have been
unusually fortunate in his subjects, or he may have had an
unusual power of stimulating their faculties, or at least their
interest in what he was attempting ; but other operators working
on the same lines with the same zeal, perseverance, and hopeful-
ness that characterised him would perhaps be equally successful.

The whole subject of hypnotism was comparatively fresh in
those days, especially in Australia, and this may have helped
Mr. Dobbie to achieve success also in the alleviation of pain,
which was one of his chief aims. Thus, in one case, he
was able by post-hypnotic suggestion to produce so deep a
degree of ansesthesia that it was possible for a dentist to
extract several stumps of teeth at once—the whole transaction
taking as much as a quarter of an hour—without pain to the
patient. Mr. Dobbie contributed later an excellent report of
his investigation of the Australian medium, C. Bailey, which
was printed in the Journal for July, 1905.

During his last visit to England, in April, 1911, he informed
us that he had a large quantity of matter relating to his early
experiments in hypnotism, of which he was preparing a selec-
tion for publication. He was actively engaged on this work
at the time of his death, and though unfortunately much of the
connecting and explanatory material could, we understand, only
be supplied by himself, it is hoped that some of it may ultimately
be available for purposes of study by members of the Society.



No. CCXCVI.—VoL. XVI. FeBrUARY, 1913.

JOURNAL

OF THE

Society for Psychical Research.

CONTENTS.

PAGE
Meetings of the Society, - - - - - .« . .« . . . . . 18
New Members and Associates, - - Aoz i X e . 5 = . & A h ]
Annual General Meeting of \Iembcrs, . T e e e I I S T .
Meeting of the Council, - = 2 3 = 3 - . = a : - 19
Report of the Council for the year 1912, - - . - - - - - - - 20
Account of Receipts and Expenditure for 1912,. - - . - - - - - 26
Endowment Fund for Psychical Research, Account for 1912, - e el LR
Case, - - - 5 . R e e ot s 20
Sir W. F. Barrett on Swedenborg & 2 3 A = A A & vy Ll

NOTICE OF MEETING.

A Private Meeting of the Society

FOR

MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES ONLY
WILL BE HELD IN

THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,

ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF 20 HANOVER SQUARE, LONDON, W.
On THURSDAY, MARCH 13th, 1913, at 830 pon.
WHEN A PAPER ON
L Cross—Correspondences relating to

Works of Art”

WILL BE READ BY

MISS ALICE JOHNSON.

N.B.—No Tickets of Admission are issued for this Meeting. Members
and Associates will be asked to sign their names on entering.

THE PAPER WILL BE ILLUSTRATED BY MAGIG LANTERN SLIDES.
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MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY.

Members of the Society will have learnt from the notice
circulated to them on Feb. 7th that the Meeting announced
for Feb. 11th was unavoidably postponed, on account of the
serious illness of Dr. van Eeden’s son, which made it impossible
for him to leave home. He hopes to be able to come and
read his paper to the Society later. As another paper could
not be arranged for at such short notice, it was decided to
expedite the date of the next meeting, which is announced on
the preceding page. The paper to be read at this meeting
will be illustrated by magic lantern slides of the subjects
referred to, which it is hoped will make them more easily
intelligible.

Professor Bergson, who has just been elected President of
the Society for the year 1913, will probably deliver his Presi-
dential Address some time during the latter half of May.

NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

Names of Members are printed in Black Type.
Names of Associates are printed in SMALL CAPITALS.

Parsons, A. J., Sycamore Farm, Clifton, York.

Thompson, Theodore, M.D., F.R.C.P., 94, Portland Place, Lon-
don, W.

BrowxN, Mrs. H. F., 18, Curzon Park, Chester.

Cooper, Miss Loursa E., Ripponhurst, Epping, Essex.

Forp, Mrs. HueH, St. Regulus, St. Andrews, N.B.

GoucH, A. B., Ph.D., Sandcroft, Upper Bridge Road, Redhill, Surrey.

TAYLOR, MRs., 33, Roland Gardens, London, S.W.

WaisH, A. DieBY, Oxford and Cambridge Club, Pall Mall, London,
S.W. :

Years, W. B, 18, Woburn Buildings, Tavistock Square, London,
w.C. ;

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF MEMBERS.

THE Annual General Meeting of Members of the Society was
held at 20 Hanover Square, London, W., on Friday, January
3lst, 1913, at 5 pm.; Mg, H. ARTHUR SMITH in the chair,
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There were also present: Mr. W. W. Baggally, the Rev. M. A.
Bayfield, Mr. E. N. Bennett, the Rev. A. T. Fryer, Sir Lawrence
J. Jones, Mr. J. G. Piddington, Mr. St. G. L. Fox Pitt, Miss
F. R. Scatcherd, Mr. Sydney C. Scott, Mrs. Henry Sidgwick,
Mrs. Verrall, and Dr. V. J. Woolley ; also Miss Alice Johnson,
Research Officer, and Miss Isabel Newton, Secretary.

The Report of the Council for the year 1912 was read,
and is printed below. The audited account of income and
expenditure for the year 1912 was presented and taken as
read, and is also printed below.

The Chairman announced that the six retiring Members
of the Council offered themselves for re-election. No other
nominations having been received, the following were declared
to be duly elected Members of the Council: Mr. W. W.
Baggally, Mr. St. George Lane Fox Pitt, Lord Rayleigh, Mr.
Sydney C. Scott, Mrs. H. Sidgwick, Dr. C. Lloyd Tuckey.

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

THE 119th Meeting of the Council was held at 20 Hanover
Square, London, W. on Friday, January 31st, 1913, at
4.30 pm.; Mr. H. ArTHUR SMITH in the chair. There were
also present: Mr. W. 'W. Baggally, the Rev. M. A. Bayfield,
Mr. E. N. Bennett, the Rev. A, T. Fryer, Sir Lawrence J. Jones,
Mr. J. G. Piddington, Mr. St. G. L. Fox Pitt, Mr. Sydney C.
Scott, Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, Mrs. Verrall, and Dr. V. J. Woolley ;
also Miss Alice Johuson Research Officer, and Miss Isabel
Newton, Secretary.

The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council were read
and signed as correct.

After considering their Report for the year 1912, the
Council adjourned for the Annual General Meeting of Members
of the Society, and re-assembled at the conclusion of that
meeting.

The proceedings of the Annual General Meeting were reported.

Professor H. Bergson was elected President of the Society
for the year 1913.

Mr. H. Arthur Smith was re-elected Hon. Treasurer; Mrs,
Henry Sidgwick and the Hon. Everard Felldmo' Hon. Secre-
taries; and Mr. Arthur Miall, Auditor for the current year.
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The following were co-opted as Members of -the Council for
the year 1913: the. Rev. M. A. Bayfield, Mr. G. Lowes
Dickinson, the Rev. A. T. Fryer, Sir Lawrence Jones, Mr. W.
M‘Dougall, Dr. T. W, Mitchell, Professor Gilbert Murray, Mr.
A. F. Shand, Dr. V. J. Woolley, and Dr. M. B. Wright.

Committees were elected as follows:

Committee of Reference and Publication: The Right Hon.
Gerald W. Balfour, Miss Jane Barlow, Sir William F. Barrett,
Sir William Crookes, the Hon. Everard Feilding, Dr. W. Leaf,
Sir Oliver Lodge, Dr. T. W. Mitchell, Mr. J. G. Piddington,
Lord Rayleigh, Mrs. H. Sidgwick, and Mrs. A. W. Verrall

Library Committee: The Hon. Everard Feilding, Dr. T. W.
Mitchell, Mr. J. G. Piddington, and Dr. C. Lloyd Tuckey.

House and Finance Committee: Mr. W. W. Baggally, the
Hon. Everard Feilding, Mr. J. G. Piddington, Mr. Sydney C.
Scott, and Mr. H. Arthur Smith.

Corresponding Members and Honorary Associates were elected
for the year 1913.

Two new Members and seven new Associates were elected.
Their names and addresses are given above.

The monthly accounts for December, 1912, were presented
and taken as read.

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR 1912.

THE total membership of the Society now stands at 1213, the
numbers being distributed as follows: Members, 286 (including
28 Honorary and Corresponding Members); Associates, 927
(including 10 Honorary Associates). During the year 13 new
Members were elected and 3 Associates became Members; 75
new Associates were elected and 9 Members became Associates.
On the other hand, the total loss in numbers from deaths,
resignations, and other causes was 31 DMembers and 110
Associates. It has happened during the last two years that
the membership of the Society has been to an unusual degree
reduced through the number of deaths.

In last year’s report it was mentioned that the Council had
decided to sell the house property at Prescot, Lancashire, which
formed part of Mr. H. A. Kay’s bequest to the Society.- This
year the sale has been actually completed, and, as will be seen
from the annual account  of receipts and expenditure appended
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to this report, the amount realised was £2443 5s. This
sum has been invested, and now forms part of the “General
Fund.”

One of the most important subjects studied by the
Society, that of Telepathy, is illustrated by Mrs. Verrall’s
paper, “A Month’s Record of Automatisms,” published in
the Proceedings (Part LXV.) in September, 1912. This gave
instances of apparently telepathic connections between her own
and Miss Verrall’s scripts, and also veridical statements made
in the scripts, or occasionally through table-tilting, about circum-
stances unknown to the writers. Though these cases are not,
strictly speaking, experimental, since no deliberate attempt to
convey ideas to the minds of the writers was made by any one,
they are experimental in so far that the automatists write with
a view to seeing what will happen, and whether or not the
contents of the seript will show evidence of supernormality.
And they have the great advantage that scripts are by the
nature of the case self-recording, so that whatever evidence
exists depends on contemporary documents, and not on the
recollections of the witnesses.

In regard to the important question of the possible part
played by chance in producing connections between scripts,
Miss Verrall last year made an examination of a series of
quasi-automatic writings by several different people, in which
each writing began with a quotation selected within limits
deliberately by the writer to serve as the starting-point of a
train of ideas. Under these circumstances it was extremely
improbable that the writings should have been influenced by
any telepathic action between the writers, so that any coin-
cidences that occurred between them would be almost certainly
accidental. A report of the slight coincidences that did actually
occur was printed in the Journal.

This year a similar series of writings was planned in such a
manner that any cause beyond chance for the coincidences should
be still more completely excluded. In this case the writings
consisted entirely of quotations from books, the books and the
passages from them being selected at random according to a pre-
arranged scheme, viz. in accordance with numbers drawn by
Miss Verrall at random from sets of numbers in a bag. The
problem then was to) find- whati coincidences or similarities
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occurred between these numerous quotations,—that is, what
coincidences had actually, in this particular series, been pro-
duced by chance,—and consequently how much allowance it
would in general be reasonable to make for the probable action
of chance in producing coincidences of the same kind in genuine
automatic scripts. Miss Verrall's analysis of and report on
these experiments will shortly be printed in the Journal.

Several series of experiments in thought-transference of the
kind where one person deliberately attempts to convey definite
impressions to the mind of another have been carried on by
members of the Society during the year, but the results have
not been sufficiently successful to be worth publishing. It
would be rash to generalise on the subject with our present
knowledge ; but it has undoubtedly happened that of late years
experiments involving some form of automatic action have as a
rule produced better results than those in which automatism
is dispensed with.

Some very interesting experiments, involving the spelling out
of words through a Oui-ja board, have recently been carried
out by the Dublin Local Section,.-and a preliminary report of
these was given at a meeting of the Society in December. In
this case the sitters were blindfolded to prevent their readily
seeing to what letters the Oui-ja board was pointing, and the
order and arrangement of the letters were often varied. Yet
coherent words and sentences were spelt out. The experiments
are being continued. In the meanwhile it would be well worth
while for other persons to try whether they can obtain similar
results; and also to try sometimes with the aid of sight and
sometimes without, and to compare what happens under the
two conditions.

A few investigations of professional or public performances
have taken place. Thus, a report of a sitting showing the
trick methods used by a medium who practises under the
name of “Zeno” was printed in the Journal for June, and
Mr. Baggally and Miss Newton recently attended a public
performance given by “Yoga Rama” (formerly * Professor
Pickens ”), for the demonstration of his alleged  telepathic
powers, which they found to be easily explained by normal
means.. Distasteful as the work of detection must always be,
the discovery and exposure of frandstill remains—and perhaps
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will always remain—one of the important functions of the
Society, and one of -the duties which it owes to the public.

In the department of hypnotic research, the most important
event of the year has been the publication of the first Special
Medical Part of Proceedings, the first-fruits of the work of the
Medical Section of the Society, which was founded last year.
This included contributions from distinguished foreigners as
well as from medical experts more intimately connected with
the special work of the S.P.R. A number of appreciative
comments on it have reached us, and the Part has already had
a considerable sale to outsiders. We hope that it will play a
part in stimulating the scientific study of hypnotism and
suggestion by medical men and psychologists—a study which
in the past has owed so much to the S.P.R. in particular to
the labours of Mr. Gurney and Mr. Myers. Much advance has
been made in this subject of recent years, and it is extremely
important that the Society should keep in touch with all the
new work, much of which has a close bearing on the most
obscure problems of psychical research.

The therapeutic side of hypnotism must for the most part
be left to the medical profession, and in this connection an
interesting sign of the times is the foundation of a hypnotic
clinic under medical auspices at Liverpool for the treatment of
poor patients. But even in work of this kind the layman
can occasionally co-operate, as was shown by a paper read by
Mr. Bayfield to a meeting of the Society, in which he reported
some cases of the removal of pain and induction of sleep by
suggestion. In the most serious case the sanction of the
patient’s doctor was obtained.

Another item allied with this topic is a series of interest-
ing and instructive experiments in self-suggestion which have
been reported to us by one of our members, a careful and
intelligent observer. These will probably form the subject of
a paper to be presented to the Society within the next few
months.

In order to help the work of the Medical Section, efforts
are made to keep the Library supplied with all the best books
dealing with the psychological side of medicine, both English
and foreign, as they appear. Of those already published, it
already possesses what is probably; the best collection in Eng-
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land. A separate catalogue of this section of the Library is
being prepared for the use of medical men.

A number of reports of spontaneous cases, such as appari-
tions, dreams, telepathic impressions, premonitions, poltergeists,
“haunted ” houses, etc., have been received during the year,
and all possible efforts have been made to obtain confirmatory
evidence of the occurrences alleged, whenever from the nature
of the case such evidence was obtainable. It was found, as
usual, that cases obtained from newspaper sources were almost
always valueless, being generally either fabricated or so grossly
misstated that the facts, as they actually occurred, were not
even suggestive of any supernormal origin. The cases obtained
through private sources have been of much more value and
interest, and among these all that could be brought up to a
fair evidential standard have been, or will shortly be, printed
in the Jowrnael, while in others the further evidence required
is still being sought for.

The physical phenomena of Spiritualism always present
special difficulties of investigation, for even where there is not
conclusive evidence of fraud, it is very difficult to obtain con-
clusive evidence of genuineness. But no reasonable oppor-
tunities of investigation have been neglected.” More than one
member of the Council have independently had sittings with
Mrs. Wriedt, who claims that supernormal phenomena, both
physical and psychical, occur at her sittings. But the investi-
gators desire further evidence before reporting on them.

In the autumn Mr. Feilding paid a visit to Dr. Ochorowicz
at Warsaw and had five sittings with Miss Tomeczyk, who
has been reported by Dr. Ochorowicz® to possess remarkable
mediumistic powers. At two of these sittings a few slight levita-
tions occurred; the other three were blank. On his way home
Mr. Feilding was taken seriously ill, and this prevented his
going on to another investigation which had been planned, viz.
an examination of the so-called “thinking horses” of Herr
Krall, at Elberfeld. These animals have been trained by their
owner to spell out sentences and work complicated arithmetical
problems; many foreign doctors and psychologists have visited
them and a great controversy has ensued as to whether any

1In a series of papers appearing in the Annales des Sciences Psychiques,
1909-1911.
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real intellectual reasoning powers are involved or whether the
horses are guided by signs from their trainer. In the latter
case it would seem that the signs are given unconsciously and
involuntarily, and if so, an interesting analogy would appear
with experiments with human beings in what used to be called
“ thought-reading,” or more properly ‘ muscle-reading,” when
one person is consciously or unconsciously guided by indica-
tions unconsciously given him by another. It is hoped that
some of our psychological members may later be able to make
independent experiments with these horses.

One of the objects of the Society is the collection and colla-
tion of existing materials for the history of the subject.
Under this head may be placed Count Solovovo’s enquiry into
the alleged exposure of D. D. Home in France in 1858, about
which some facts hitherto unknown had lately been published.
These, with all the evidence on both sides that it was possible
to collect, were put together in a paper that appeared in the
Journal in July.

At about the same time the Society pubhshed a volume
containing a collection of all the Presidential Addresses
delivered since its foundation in 1882 to the year 1911 in-
clusive. These will be found especially useful for members
who have recently joined, and to outsiders, since they show
the aims and methods of the founders of the Society and give
information about some of the work accomplished.

The Society has suffered a great loss this year by the death
of one of its most brilliant and distinguished members, Mr.
Andrew Lang, whose Presidential Address concludes the volume
just referred to. A memorial article on his work in psychical
research will appear in the next Part of Proceedings.

An event of special interest this year has been the founda-
tion of a memorial to Richard Hodgson at Harvard University.
Some of his friends in America gave contributions, amounting
in all to ten thousand dollars, to establish a fund, to be known
as the Richard Hodgson Memorial Fund, the objeect of which
should be to promote Psychical Research. In offering the fund
to the President and Fellows of Harvard College, the con-
tributors expressed their hope that preference would be given |
.in the expenditure of income to the endowment of investiga-
tion and research as distinguished from lectureships. The
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acceptance of this Fund by Harvard is particularly gratifying,
since it is the first time in our history that the work of the
Society has been formally recognised by a University of the
first rank.! On this account and in the hope that it will prove
an important aid to psychical research, the Council voted a
contribution of five hundred dollars to it from the funds of
the Society. The President and Fellows of Harvard College
passed a formal vote of thanks to the Society for this dona-
tion, adding in an accompanying letter, “ It is most gratifying
to have such a well known and competent body as yours show
interest and confidence in one of our activities.”

The Endowment Fund for Psychical Research, to which
further contributions would be welcomed, has not been added
to during the year except by the accretion of income derived
from the investments. It is still being allowed to accumulate
with a view to increasing the annual yield from dividends,
as with a larger permanent income the Council would be able
to employ more investigators on the permanent staff.

Two General and four Private Meetings of the Society (for
Members and Associates only) were held during the year. The
dates and subjects of the papers read were as follows:

*February 19th. “The Need for Advance in Psychology,”
by Dr. L. Forbes Winslow.

March 28th. “The Discovery of a hitherto unsuspected
Answer to the Horace Ode Question,” by Mr. J. G.
Piddington.

*May 23rd. “ Presidential Address,” by the Right Rev.
Bishop Boyd Carpenter, D.D.

July 8th. “Some Cases of the Relief of Pain by Non-
hypnotic Suggestion,” by the Rev. M. A. Bayfield.

November 8th. “Dr. Maxwell’s Criticism of Cross-
Correspondences,” by Mrs., Henry Sidgwick.

December 9th. “ Recent Experiments with the Oui-ja
Board,” by Sir W. F. Barrett, F.R.S., and the Rev.
E. Savell Hicks.

* Those .marked with an asterisk were General Meetings.

1We do not forget Mr. Henry Seybert’s bequest to the University of Penn-
sylvania to found a Chair of Philosophy with the condition that the Professor
should make an investigation of “‘all systems of morals, religion or philosophy
which assume to represent the truth, and particularly of Modern Spiritualism.”
But this was in no way connected with our Society.
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P. 285. Impression. CRESS
THE following account of a premonitory impression which
resulted in the saving of several lives was sent to Sir Oliver
Lodge by Mr. John A. A. Williams, of Aberglaslyn Hall,
Beddgelert, North Wales, in a letter dated October 31st,
ISR

I bhave often thought of writing to tell you the following facts.
The story got into some of the papers, and I saw an account of it
in the Liverpool Cowrier which was not quite correct. Until last
year I was the principal proprietor of one of the largest slate
quarries in I used to go up there occasionally to look
round with the Manager, who had the charge of them. On
Nov. 25th, 1910, I went up with my brother, and we both went
round with the Manager. On our return in the motor, my brother
was telling me about a “shoot” he had been to, and I was listen-
ing attentively, as it was about a mutual friend. In the middle of
his telling me, I had a sort of message, and seemed to see a certain
portion of the quarry and the men in great danger. I interrupted
my brother and said, “Excuse me interrupting you, but I have had
the most extraordinary message, that those eight men we saw
working are in danger.” He said, ‘““But what do you know about
it? The men have worked in the quarry for many years, and they
would know if it were dangerous; also the Manager and sub-agents
have been there many years and know the ground well.” I said,
“I don’t care. I shall stop at Post Office (after dropping
my brother) and will wire to the Manager to stop them working”
My brother said, “He will think you have gone perfectly mad,” and
that I had never interfered with the working, ete., ete.; however, I
did stop and I sent the wire. The Manager went to the eight (or
ten) men and said to the men, “It is an extraordinary thing, I
have received a wire, etc., from Mr. Williams. I cannot understand
it, but you must stop working at once,” and the men were equally
surprised and took up their tools and left the ground. About half
an hour to three-quarters of an hour [later], the whole of that ground
fell to the bottom of the quarry, about 120 yards, and all the
débris from above fell on top; nothing could have saved them—no
warning. In the morning I-had several telegrams, one from the
agent, saying, “good thing you sent wire, as all the ground gave
way shortly after the men left,” and I had others to the same
effect. When I received them I lay on the sofa for a long time in
a highly nervous state, quite overcome. When I went up to the
quarry the next day to see the ground, one of the men came to
me on behalf of the others, to thank me for saving their lives.

JoHN A. A. WiLLIAMS.

Through the efforts of Mr. J. Arthur Hill, who kindly undertook
to collect the evidence for this case, the original letters written
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to Mr. Williams next day by his brother, and by the agent
and manager of the quarry, were put into our hands, and we
give below copies of them:

(1) From the Agent.
Now. 26, 1910.

I cannot tell you how glad I am that you sent that telegram
yesterday to the Manager, because ail that ground came down in
about an hour after the men cleared away.

I went up to-day by the 12.40 train and saw a considerable
change there. For a length of about 20 yards the ground where
we and the men stood had all slipped away, so that it is now not
possible to walk the whole length of that side as we did yesterday.
We had to descend from close to the eating shed. Part of the wall
has also gone, exposing the piles: still there is no leakage of water
from the lake. The men are clearing right well from both ends.
We can only hope that the water will keep away for a little while,
until a temporary bit of dam can be made there. Somehow I feel
much calmer to-day, seeing how near we were to a greater disaster
—the killing of 7 to 10 men. We must still hope for the best.

[P.S.]—I have dropped further note to Mr. D. saying that a
further lot fell last night.

(2) From the Manager.
Now. 26, 1910.

I was very glad to have your wire last night, as I was so anxious
about the safety of the men. They also were all very glad to hear
your order not to work in the dark. And, no doubt, it was very
fortunate that you did wire, because about an hour later the whole
of the place where they were working upon went down.

I wired you this morning to inform you that [a] great [deal] more
of the rubbish as well as a part of the piles and a part of the big
wall went down last night; fortunately the water still keeps back,
there are a few very small streams running down the clay side, it
is impossible to say whether these come from the actual lake or not,
we are setting small troughs to carry it over the clay. . . .

(3) From Mr. Wailliams's brother.

Monday [Nov. 28, 1910].

This morning I drove to the quarry. The position now seems to
me to be much more favourable than it was on Saturday. There
are no cracks known to exist in the face of the rocks. The gravel
will keep dropping until a natural face is formed. I certainly feel
to-night that, barring a big flood in the next fortnight, water will
not flood the quarry. G and all the men are doing their very
best to clear down to the virgin soil in the lowest water level part,
and I am sure if yon could motor up again they would all be very
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glad to see you, and I am sure your mind would be as much
relieved as mine is this evening. It is well you sent that wire. I
forgot to ask how much’ warning that part gave—probably not much.

In reply to a question from Mr. Hill as to whether there
was any apparent danger of such an accident happening, Mr.
Williams wrote : Nov, 3, 1912.

There is always danger [in] working in those guarries where the
sides are perpendicular for over 100 yards. There were no indica-
tions of any unusual danger, as my brother could bear me out. I
both spoke to the agent that day and also to the sub-agent, that on
no account was any risk to be run, if the place showed any indica-
tions of danger, and they both said they would not run the risk,
neither would the men. ... The Manager and men knew the
ground well and they would not run any risk (unnecessary).

You will notice my Manager says in his letter, “I was very glad
to have your wire, as I was anxious about the safety of the men.”
Why did he say that in his letter when he told us both that it was
quite safe and when I told him not to run any risk? . . .

The discrepancy pointed out by Mr. Williams is perhaps to
be explained by supposing that the Manager, after the cata-
strophe, blamed himself for not foreseeing it and imagined that
he had felt an anxiety beforehand, for which there seems to
have been no adequate grounds. In situations of this kind,
there may often be subconscious anxiety in the minds of the
persons concerned. It is conceivable that some such feeling
in the Manager impressed Mr. Williams telepathically, and
caused him to send the telegram. It is also conceivable that
Mr. Williams subconsciously noticed some indications of danger
when he visited the quarry, and that this gave rise later to
his sudden impulse to send the telegram.

In the letter just quoted, Mr. Williams gives -two rough
drawings of a section through the quarry, showing the position
of the ground before and after the accident. The height of
the gallery on which the men were working is given as 340 feet
from the bottom of the quarry.

With a view to obtaining further evidence as to whether
there was any reasonable ground for expecting an accident,
Mr. Williams, who has taken a great deal of trouble to pro-
vide us with all the information possible, wrote to his brother to
ask for his present recollections of the incident, and sent us
his reply, which seems to show that at least neither of the
brothers was at all anxious about the condition of the quarry.
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The letter is as follows: Dec. 31, 1912.

My recollection of what occurred on Nov. 24th, 1910, when you
and I were returning from the quarry in a motor is that when pass-
ing about nine miles from the quarry, and I was telling
you about a shoot that I had been to, you suddenly interrupted
me and said something to the following effect: ¢ Whilst you were
talking I had a curious sort of message that those men are in
danger, and that I shall send a wire to stop them working when I
get to ,» and you went to the Post Office there and sent
the telegram to G instructing him to immediately stop the men.

The date Nov. 24, 1910, here given, is obviously a slip, as
the contemporary letters show that it was on Nov. 25, 1910,
that the accident occurred.

SIR W. F. BARRETT ON SWEDENBORG.

The lecture delivered by Sir William Barrett to the Sweden-
borg Society in the spring of 1912 has just been published
in book-form,! and gives a very interesting account of the life
and work of the philosopher, and the general upshot of his
teachings. Swedenborg was the son of a Swedish Professor of
Theology, who afterwards became a Bishop, and the first two-
thirds of his life were given to the pursuit of science. Like
some other men of genius who have similarly devoted themselves,
he was not only a master of the learning of his own age, but
in many respects he anticipated the discoveries and theories of
later generations. Sir William Barrett shows that both his
general conception of matter and his views, eg., of heat and
magnetism, were comparatively modern, while he also made
valuable contributions to the study of anatomy, physiology and
psychology. He was besides a practised man of affairs, and
especially distinguished in the region of finance. After fifty
years spent in practical studies and affairs, Swedenborg gave
up active scientific investigation, and devoted himself thence-
forth to the study of mysticism and religion, his teachings on
which were derived from what he believed to be actual con-
verse with angels and departed spirits. An instructive 'and
discriminating summary of his philosophy forms perhaps the
most interesting part of the book, the whole of which may
be cordially recommended as an introduction to the study of
the great mystic.

1 Swedenborg : the Savant and the Seer, by Sir W. F. Barrett, F.R.S. (Jobn
M. Watkins, London, 1912. 72 pp., price 6d. in paper; 1s. in cloth).
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THE ELEMENT OF CHANCE IN CROSS-CORRESPON-
DENCES: A FURTHER EXPERIMENT.

By H. pE G. VERRALL.

IN my report on the “Element of Chance in Cross-Correspon-
dences” (Journal, S.P.R., December, 1911) I concluded with
the following words:

I assumed here, for the sake of argument, the intervention of a
supernormal agency; setting aside this assumption, as we are bound
to do according to the hypothesis upon which this whole experiment
is founded, the conclusion to be drawn from this incident is that
pure chance will occasionally give us a fairly good * cross-correspon-
dence” of a simple type. But after all necessary discount for this
possibility has been made, the evidence for the intervention of some
supernormal agency in the production of automatic seript remains
but little affected.

In a note appended to this report Miss Johnson says that
one of the writers concerned in the experiment, called in the
report C.,
since seeing the proofs, has told me of certain circumstances
which suggest that some of the coincidences detected by Miss
Verrall are not merely accidental, but due to telepathy.

In the Jowrnal for July, 1912, Miss Johnson discusses this
question further, and concludes that it seems to her very
doubtful

whether C.s literary preoccupations had any telepathic influence
on the [pseudo-Jscripts; there is no suggestion in them of any con-
nexion with her; . ... On the whole it seems probable that the
correspondence between her thoughts and the [pseudo-]scripts in
regard to the topic of the moon was only another coincidence, due
to chance alone.

Nevertheless, since the question of a possible telepathic con-
nexion between the pseudo-scripts had been raised, it seemed
desirable to arrange a further series of experiments in which
this possibility should be excluded.

As before, six people took part in the experiment, each pro-
ducing six pieces of pseudo-seript, and to all I sent the
following “instructions,”
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Several people have suggested that it would be desirable to try
some further experiments in regard to the element of chance in
cross-correspondences, analogous to those published in the Journal
(Dec. 1911). The difficulty in drawing conelusions from the earlier
experiments was that although under the circumstances telepathy
seemed very improbable, it was not absolutely excluded, and it was
possible therefore to ascribe such connexions as were found between
the [pseudo-Jscripts to this cause.

We propose to try another series of experiments in which every
agency but chance shall be completely excluded. The method to be
adopted is that each [pseudo-Jscript shall consist of a series of
quotations from books, the books and the passages for quotation
being determined by chance.

The books used should cover a fairly wide range of subjects,
books of a very technical character, dictionaries, etc., being excluded.
They should be divided into ten groups of tem, and so far as is
possible the same books numbered in the same order should be used
throughout each series of seripts.

The passages for quotation should be selected by means of the
numbers enclosed.

The 1st no. in each set denotes the group.

The 2nd no. denotes the position of the book in the group (I. to r.).

The 3rd no. denotes the page of the book.

The 4th no. denotes the line on the page.

Supposing that the page number is 97 and that the book denoted
has not that number of pages, ten or any multiple of ten may be
deducted, so as to bring the page number within the ecompass
required, e.g. if the book had 81 pages, 20 would be deducted,
reducing the page number to 77.

If the page denoted has not the requisite number of lines, the
nearest preceding page which fulfils this condition may be taken
instead. If no page of the book selected has the requisite number
of lines, the nearest preceding book which fulfils this eondition may
be taken instead.

Each passage should be about four lines in length (whether prose
or verse) beginning with the line denoted by the line number.
Where the sense of the passage requires it the preceding line or
lines should be quoted. Full references should be given for each quota-
tion, and where characters are referred to by pronouns only their
names should be added in square brackets.

Each [pseudo-Jseript should consist of six quotations.
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To these instructions was appended a list eof figures, which
I compiled myself by drawing numbers at random from a bag, and
I also wrote to each experimenter suggesting that some volumes
of standard poetry should be included amongst the selected books.

It will be seen that the instructions are so framed as to
leave nothing to the choice of the individual writer except the
selection of the hundred books from which the quotations are
to be taken, that is to say he has some discretion as to the
source of the quotations but none as to the particular passage
to be extracted or the topic with which it deals.

Pseudo-seripts compiled in this way may be expected to
differ in one important respeet from pseudo-scripts compiled
according to the method employed in the earlier experiment.
When people are asked to set their minds adrift, as it were,
and write down whatever thoughts first come to them, the
ideas most likely to arise are those which are familiar and
full of associations. And this did, in fact, occur. ~The most
noteworthy of the coincidences observed in the first experi-
ment centred round the idea “moonlight,” another was con-
cerned with “dawn and sleep,” and the pseudo-scripts were
full of well-known quotations. The probability of coincidences
between them was thereby increased. But where the choice
of quotations is determined by chance alone, this process of
natural selection will be wanting. It is far more probable
that we should obtain the quotation “To be or not to be,
that is the question,” by asking a man to mention the first
quotation from Shakespeare that came into his head than by
asking him to open a copy of Shakespeare’s plays at random
and read the first line on the left-hand page.

It is therefore much less probable that we shall find coin-
cidences between the topics, as distinct from the sources of the
quotations in this second series of pseudo-scripts than in the
first series, and it is also less probable, though in a minor
degree, that we shall find coincidences in this second series
than in “real” automatic scripts. These last, it is true, by
no means confine themselves to commonplace ideas, and their
ingenious display of learning has sometimes taxed the resources
of investigators to the utmost; nevertheless, they have, in the
normal associations of the various automatists, a considerable
common stock upon which to draw.
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To conclude, therefore, the pseudo-scripts now under con-
sideration are, as compared with real scripts, less likely to
show coincidences of topic, because normal association of ideas
has played a very small part in their composition. How much
allowance should be made for this difference cannot be exactly
determined, because we cannot exactly determine, in the case
of automatic scripts, to what extent the minds of the various
automatists are likely, for one reason or another, to move
along the same lines of thought. But whatever allowance is
made, it does not seem to me that the result of this experi-
ment is such as to detract from the evidence for a super-
normal agency in the production of cross-correspondences. The
coincidences which I have observed between these pseudo-
seripts are not numerous, they do not seem to afford any
appreciable evidence of purpose or design, and they are chiefly
coincidences in regard to the source of the quotations, which
is what might be expected. It was likely that the various
selections of books would have some books in common,
especially as the experimenters were all asked to include a
certain amount of standard poetry.

I have made a careful comparison of these pseudo-scripts,
and most of the coincidences I have observed in them seem
to me far too slight to be worth reporting, eg. two scripts
contain allusions to Charles Darwin, but I can find no other
connexion between them. I give in detail the two best
examples, .. those which most nearly resemble cross-corre-
spondences, there being in each case more than one point of
coincidence.

For purposes of reference I shall speak of the writers of
the scripts as A., B, ete,, and the scripts in each series were
numbered by their writers from 1 to 6. The date of their
production is of course a negligible factor. In most cases I
imagine all the scripts in each series were produced in the
course of a few hours. But for purposes of analogy and
comparison, it was necessary to devise some means of arbitrarily
grouping together pseudo-seripts from different series, just as
the scripts of different automatists may fall into a natural
group according to the date of their production. I decided,
therefore, before examining the pseudo-seripts, to regard as
contemporaneous those which had the same numerical position
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in the several series, 7e. A.1, B.1, ete, and similarly A.2,
B. 2, ete.

L
ST. AUGUSTINE, BURKE AND CHARLES I

In this coincidence (I do not think that by any stretch of
liberality the name of “cross-correspondence” can be attached
to it) two writers are involved, A. and D. A.5 includes a
quotation from the Confessions of St. Augustine, thus :

A4.5.

Yet suffer me to speak unto thy mercy, me, dust and ashes. Yet
suffer me to speak, since I speak to thy mercy and not to scornful
men. Thou too perhaps despisest me, yet wilt thou return and have
compassion on me.

St. Augustine is referred to on only one other occasion in
these pseudo-scripts, in D.2:

D¢

But of the genuineness of the life in its entirety we have no right
to doubt, contrary to the verdicts of the most distinguished scholars
whether Protestant or Catholic; and there is fair reason to suppose
that the document is that of which the great St. Augustine speaks.

(¥rom Kingsley’s Hermits. St. Anthony.)

D.2 is linked with D.4 by the fact that both of them
contain quotations from Burke’s Speech on the Revolution in France,
and D.4 and A.5 both contain allusions to Charles I., who is
not referred to elsewhere in the pseudo-scripts.

D. 4.

Between James and his son the difference was one as well of prin-
ciple as of temperament. Charles, entirely devoid as he was of any
general conception of the course of European politics, had no eyes
for anything except the results, ete.

(From 8. R. Gardiner, History of England.)
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A4.5.

Strafford. These tedious cares! Your Majesty! could spare them.
Nay—pardon me, my King! I had forgotten
Your education, trials, much temptation,
Some weakness : there escaped a peevish word—
"Tis gone: I bless you at the last.
(I< rom R. Browmng, Straﬁ”md)

This quotation immediately precedes the quotation from ZThe
Confessions of St. Augustine already given, so that A.5 is linked
with D.2 by the reference to St. Augustine and with D.4
by the reference to Charles I, and D.2 and D.4 are linked
with each other because each contains a quotation from Burke’s
Speech on  the Revolution in Framce (not quoted elsewhere).
Burke is also referred to in A.5 and E.3, but I cannot find
any further coincidences between these pseudo-scripts and those
quoted above.

13k
RuskIN AND THE Essays orF ELiA, JOHNSON AND CARLYLE.

In this coincidence also two writers are concerned, D. and
F. D.6 and F.6, “contemporaneous” pseudo-scripts, both
contain quotations from Ruskin and from the ZEssays of Elia
as follows:

D. 6.

He thinks only of the return of the same phenomenon at the same
hour tomorrow. Household rumours touch him not. Some faint
murmur indicative of life going on within the house soothes, while
he knows not distinctly what it is. He is not to know anything.

(From Lamb, Essays of Elia. The Comalescent)

I suppose most of it [the iron Work] is of the 17th century ; still
it is very quaint and beautiful. Here for example are two balconies
from two different houses. One has been a cardinal’s, and the hat

is the principal ornament of the balcony.
(From Ruskin, Two Paths.)

F.6.

Now turn back to Bewick’s Venus and compare her with the
Tuscan Venus of the stars and then with the Tuscan Venus of the

11.e. Charles 1.
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seas and the Greek Venus of the skies. Why is the English one
vulgar? (From Ruskin, Ariadne Florentina.)

She calls the servant Sir and insists on not troubling him to hold
her plate. The housekeeper patronises her. The children’s governess

takes upon her to correct her.
(From Lamb, Last Essays of Elia. Poor Relations.)

The connexion here is solely in the source of the quotations.
I have thought it worth mentioning because it contains three
elements, the “date” of the pseudo-scripts and the double
coincidence of authors. Moreover, D. 6 is also connected with
F.3 in a manner very slightly suggestive of design, such as I
have been able to find in no other case.

In F.3 there is a quotation from Carlyle, immediately
followed by a quotation from Boswell’s Zife of Johmson, thus:

F. 3.

The bulky Weissnichtwo Packet arrived here in perfect safety free
of cost. The reader shall now fancy with what hot haste it was
broken up, with what breathless expectation glanced over.

(From Carlyle, Saitor Lesartus.)

I beg therefore you will favour me with a letter tomorrow, that
I may know what you can afford to allow him, that he may either
part with it to you or find out (which I do not expect) some other

way more to his satisfaction. (From Boswell, Life of Johnson.)

In D.6 the quotation from the Zssays of Elia given above
is immediately preceded by a quotation from Carlyle relating
to Dr. Johnson.

D.6.

Had Johnson left nothing but his dictionary one might have traced
there a great intellect, a genuine man. Looking to its clearness of
definition, its general solidity, honesty, insight and successful method,
it may be called the best of all dictionaries.

(From Carlyle, On Heroes.)

He thinks only of the return of the same phenomenon, ete.

There is a simulation of purpose in thus combining in one
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quotation the two authors who have been referred to in succes-
sive quotations in an earlier pseudo-seript, F. 3, and the coin-
cidence is strengthened by the fact that I. 6, as noted above,
contains a double coincidence with F.s contemporary pseudo-
seript F. 6.

It is, as I have said, impossible to formulate any exact
standard of comparison between the pseudo-seripts and real
seripts, and comparison is even more difficult in this experiment
than in the earlier one, because the material under consideration
is even more unlike real script. But in so far as any comparison
can be made, the conclusion to be drawn seems to me much
the same as in the earlier experiment, that in estimating the
evidential value of cross-correspondences a small allowance must
be made for coincidences due to chance alone, but that it is
impossible to suppose that the whole mass of them can be
ascribed to that agency.

CASE.

L. 1195. Dream.
THE following case of a veridical dream was reported to Sir
Oliver Lodge by the percipient, Mr. W. E. Perry, in a letter
dated February 3rd, 1913. Mr. Perry’s account is as follows :

18 PALMERSTON RD., SPARKBROOE,
Feb. 3rd, 1913.

On Thursday morning last at about 8.0 I was on the point
of getting up when I suddenly dropped asleep again and dreamt
that my father (deceased 10 years) came to me and, immediately
after, I saw a telegram which contained the words *Come Grannie.”
- I at once seemed to look for the sender’s name but could not make
out the name.

My father seemed connected somehow with the message, and yet
the telegram was not in any one’s hands but simply lay against the
surrounding dark.

On awaking I told my wife that her grandmother was worse and
related the dream. I enclose the telegram [which fulfilled the dream].
I had a similar experience at the death of my father, but then I
heard my name distinctly called three times, and so distinctly the
third time that I was awake when I heard it.

W. E. PERRY.
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The telegram, now in our possession, is worded Come
Grannie sinking rapidly wnconscious. Tt is stamped * Spark-
brook, Birmingham, Jan. 30, ’13,” and is timed as having
been handed in at Derby Rd., Longeaton, at 8.50 a.m., and
received at Sparkbrook at 9.15 am.

In reply to an enquiry from Sir Oliver Lodge as to the
time when he told his wife of the dream, Mr. Perry writes:

18 PALMERSTON RD., SPARKBROOK,
BirMINGHAM, Feb. 4th, 1913.
....The time at which I told her was between 8.30 and 8.40.
I could not tell to a minute or two, as while I quite expected the
dream to be fulfilled, I was not thinking of it as a case for the
Psychical Research Society. It was only after I had seen my wife
off at the station that I remembered some of the cases in your
“Survival of Man,” and decided to communicate with you.
W. E. PERRY.

Mrs. Perry corroborates as follows:
Feb. 19th, 1913.
On the morning of Jan. 30th my husband told me that he had
dreamt that Grannie was worse and he had seen a telegram which
asked for me to come. This was soon after 8.30 a.m., and the
telegram came about three-quarters of an hour later, while we were
at breakfast. At the time he told me of the dream I attached no
special importance to it, but thought the coincidence strange when
the telegram came.
WINIFRED A. PERRY.

We asked Mr. Perry whether his grandmother’s condition
was causing him any anxiety at the time of his experience,
and his reply is as follows:

18 PALMERSTON RD., SPARKBROOK,
BIRMINGHAM, Feb. 19th, 1913.

I may say that we knew Grandmother was breaking up, her
age being 87, and should not have been surprised to hear of her
death, but we were not anticipating the end to be so near. Grand-
mother had been able to get about well up till about a week prior
to Jan. 30th, and both my wife and I thought that a few days in
bed would enable her to recover strength as previously. The death

took place on Friday morning at 4.10, Feb. Tth.
W. E. Prrry.
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THE PSYCHICAL VERSUS THE PHYSICAL
THEORY OF DOWSING.

By Sir 'W. F. Barrerr, F.R.S.

THE following interesting letter addressed to me by Professor
Hoernlé, M.A., who holds the Chair of Philosophy in the
Armstrong College, confirms the theoretical conclusions to which
I was led in my investigation of the nature of the dowsing faculty.
As will be seen by reference to the Proc. S.P.R. (Vol. XV,
p- 314 (7) and also Appendix E, p. 359), I attribute the success
of a good dowser to his possessing a subconscious supernormal
perceptive power. Usually the -clairvoyant faculty of the
dowser—if such it be, as I maintain—does not rise to the
level of conscious perception, but evokes an obscure emotion,
or other nervous disturbance, which reveals itself in a
transitory malaise, or muscular spasm, and the latter causes
the twisting of the forked rod. In some cases, however, there
%5 a conscious perception of the underground water, or other
hidden object of which the dowser is in search. This
apparently occurs in the case of the young Dutch boy referred
to in Professor Hoernlé’s letter.
ARMSTRONG COLLEGE,
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, Dec. 22, 1912,

As an Associate of the S.P.R. and a reader of your Report on
the use of the Divining Rod in the Proceedings of the Society,
may I submit to you a remarkable case of water-finding by what
appears to be clairvoyance, which was brought to my notice in
South Africa?

In October, 1911, about 2} months before I left S. Africa (Cape
Town) for good, I received a letter (in Dutch) from a resident at
Paarl, a small country town about 60 miles from Cape Town, in
which he told me of a boy, aged about 11 (I think) who could find
water by “seeing” it. On my taking the letter to Mr. P. J. du
Toit, Professor of Dutch at the South African College, Cape Town,
I learnt that the case was well known to the Professor, because the
boy in question lives in the Orange Free State on a farm close to
one belonging to Prof. du Toit’s brother.

I summarise the facts as told me by Prof. du Toit. When the
boy was about 5 years of age, his father, finding the three wells on
his farm inadequate, started digging for another without success.
The boy came running /to, his mother:; ¢ Why;does father dig there?
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There is no water there. He ought to dig here.. There is water
here,” and he pointed to a spot some yards away from where the
father was digging. At first no one paid attention, taking it for
childish prattle. But the boy insisted, and his curiously positive
conviction finally impressed the parents so much, that they dug at
the spot indicated, where, in due course, they stiuck a plentiful
supply. At first they were upset, believing it—as *backveld” Boers
are quite likely to do—a case of diabolical possession, but the
minister of the Dutch Reformed Church had the good sense to
reassure them. The story presently came to be bruited about the
countryside ; other farmers, either from curiosity or because them-
selves in need of fresh wells, asked the boy to visit their farms
and indicate water. As a result, the parents soon lost their
superstitious terror, and in fact ended by making a business of their
son’s “gift,”—by now, no doubt, regarded as “divine.” At any rate,
I was told that the fee—payable to the father—is £5 for three
indications; money returned in case of failure. Many farmers,
according to my informant, and also villages have successfully
availed themselves of the boy’s services. Of failures I could hear
nothing—only of an alleged failare. When that was reported to
the boy he insisted that they must have dug at the wrong spot,
and revisiting the locality, he is said to have indicated as the
original spot a spot about one yard away from the one where the
people had dug, and at this original spot water was duly found.

The boy employs no rod or any other instrument or device. He
is said to ‘“see” the water simply as if there were no solid soil
between him and it at all. He will point to the slope of a “kopje”
and trace the line of a subterranean water-course, as if it were on
the surface. And he speaks of seeing the water “gleam” and
sparkle as if it were in the sunlight. He estimates the volume at
least sufficiently to advise his employers whether it is worth their
while to dig or not. I could not get certain evidence as to whether
he can tell accurately how deep down they have to dig before they
strike water. Also, I could not ascertain whether he is in a trance
or in any other way in an abnormal condition when ““seeing” water.
But he was described as, apart from the gift, a perfectly normal
and healthy child. Needless to say, he has no geological knowledge
of any kind.

R. F. ALFRED HOERNLE.

As Professor Hoernlé asks for a similar case, I will quote
the following sent to me some time ago by the late Dr
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Hodgson from America. I had previously seen reports of
this case in the American newspapers and had asked Dr.
Hodgson if he could obtain further particulars for me.

HouSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

AvustIN, TEXAs, Feb. 8, 1901,
Dr. RicHARD HoDGSON.

DEarR SIR,—In reference to the published newspaper account of
the wonderful and unexplained gift of Guy Fenley, who can see
water at any distance under the earth’s surface, I have to say that
my experiments have convinced me that he possesses this power
of sight. I know that he can see through any substance and locate
water beneath; also that he has located a number of good water
supplies in localities in West Texas where water is almost an
unknown luxury. There are many responsible people of Uvalde,
Texas, and other places in that section of the State who have seen
this wonderful sight displayed, and know that there is nothing
mythical about it. I shall be glad to give you any detailed
information concerning this boy and his wonderful gift, if you will
inform me definitely as to what you desire on the subject.

Yours truly,”
JoHN N. GARNER
(Member of House of Representatives).

I was unable to obtain any further information about this
case beyond the reports in the local newspapers. Other cases
of the dowser apparently seceing underground water are to be
found in the history of the so-called divining rod. Some of
these are quoted in my Reports, see especially Proc. S.P.R.
Vol. XV, p. 363 et seq. In Appendix E to that Report, some
successful experiments are recorded wherein the -clairvoyance
of the dowser, Mr. J. F. Young, was specially tested. Further,
as shown in Appendix F, the ancient Zahoris were persons who
apparently had this gift of clairvoyance.

Count Carl von XKlinckowstroem of Munich, who has had
some previous correspondence with me, has a paper on the
“Divining Rod in Germany” in the December number of the
Journal. Judging from information I received as to the interest
excited in various quarters in France, Germany, and Scandinavia,
after the publication of my Reports, in 1897 and 1900, the
Count is, I think, mistaken in supposing that the attention
of all Germany” was first drawn to the dowsing rod in 1902
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by the publication of an article in a German weekly journal
called Prometheus, However that may be, there is no doubt
considerable public interest was excited in Germany when
Herr G. Franzius employed Herr v. Biillow-Bothkamp to locate
the site for a well in Kiel Dockyard. From the contemporary
report of the proceedings which I have seen, the experiments
then made hardly appear to justify Herr Franzius becoming,
as Count v. Klinckowstroem says he 1is, “an enthusiastic
adherent of the dowsing rod.” But from whatever cause his
conviction arose, it is certainly very gratifying to find men in
the high position of Herr G. Franzius and others in Germany
taking so deep an interest in this subject. Our hearty thanks
are due to Count Carl v. Klinckowstroem for his successful
efforts in forming a society in Munich for the investigation of
dowsing; a society which, he tells us, now numbers over 350
members of all nationalities.

I am also very glad to hear what the Count says, “that
we in Germany have considerably advanced the problem of
the dowsing rod during the last few years,” and it is to be
hoped he will embody the results in a paper for our Proceedings.
In the explanation of the subject I venture to differ entirely
from the view expressed by the Count, who remarks: “ We
do not believe that the . . . solution of the problem lies in a
supernormal psychical gift of the dowser, but in the physical
influence of the soil acting on him.” I can find no evidence
of any value to support this view. On the contrary, the
evidence points to the fact that neither soil, nor water, nor
metals, ete., ete., have any specific physical influence on the
dowser. Some stoutly maintain that -electricity, and some
that radio-activity, is the true explanation; but these and
other physical causes are found to be inoperative when proper
precautions are taken to avoid the influence of suggestion, and
the dowser is a very “suggestible ” person. Moreover, at different
periods and in different places the dowser has been employed
to discover all sorts of objects, from buried treasure to mineral
oil springs. .

There is abundant trustworthy evidence, some of which I
have cited in my reports, and others subsequently in the
Jowrnal, to show that coins, and hidden objects of " various
kinds, can be located by a good dowser, far more often than
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chance coincidence will account for. I would ask Count v.
Klinckowstroem how he would explain by a “physical influence of
the soil ” acting upon the dowser the experiments recorded in my
paper “ On the detection of hidden objects by Dowsers” published
in the Jouwrnal, S.P.R., for Jan. 1910, Vol. XIV., p. 183 et seq.
Here I may cite an interesting case from an amateur lady
dowser, a friend of mine, Miss F. M. Turner, who writes to
me as follows:
Horron CoURT,
near WORCHESTER, April 11, 1911.
A little while ago a valuable turquoise and diamond ring was lost,
on a hockey ground, by the daughter of the Vicar of Pershore, in
Worcestershire. The ring had been given her to take care of while
her friend was playing hockey, and the loser was naturally greatly
distressed. Long and repeated search was immediately made for the
missing ring, but it was without result, and all hope of ever seeing
the ring again was abandoned. The loser one day chanced to hear
of my “divining” powers, and at once wrote to me, and I consented
to go and see if I could help in such a minute search. The day
was a very stormy one, and I had only time to carefully walk back-
ward and forward by the pavilion and mark one place where my
rod turned in my hand, when a very heavy storm of hail and rain
came on, and when it was over the ground was so wet and muddy
we could not properly examine the spot I had marked—also, I had
to catch my train. Next day the lady and her sister went back to
the place with a garden fork, and the very first sod they moved
contained the ring; it had been trodden into the ground half an
inch, and was only three inches away from the spot marked by me
the day before. . .. I must confess that I was as surprised as
everyone else that such a small thing as a ring could be found by
the rod in such a large tract of ground as the hockey field.
FLorENCE M. TURNER.

I asked Miss Turner to obtain corroborative evidence, and
she forwarded to me the accompanying letter from the loser
of the ring. The letter, it will be seen, was written to Miss
Turner before her letter to me, and immediately after the
discovery of the ring.

THE VICARAGE, PERSHORE, March 17th, 1911.
DeAR Miss TURNER,—It seems almost too good to be true, but
the ring is found. My sister and I have just been down to the
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field and went straight to the place where you said there was some-
thing. I gave the fork to my sister, while I felt some of the turf
we had already turned up with my fingers, and the first sod she
turned up contained the ring! It was about half an inch from the
surface, and only three inches away from where you had stood. I
can’t tell you how delighted I am nor how very grateful I am to
you for being the means of my finding it. I am certain that but for
you it would never have been found, and I should always have had
this weight on my mind; now I feel so much lighter without it.
I wish there were anything I could do to show you my gratitude.
I can’t express it in words. I am so glad to have the actual stick
which you found it with, and I shall always keep it, as it did so
much for me.
Believe me,
Yours sincerely,

MARY LAwWSON.

If chance coincidence be the explanation of such a case as
the foregoing much would depend upon the area of the ground
over which the loser of the ring had walked before the loss
was discovered. Possibly it was not more than a few square
yards, but, even so, prolonged search at the time under favour-
able circumstances failed to discover the ring, whereas after
some time had elapsed and the ring had been trodden into
the ground, and under most unfavourable conditions of weather,
Miss Turner located the exact position of the ring, although
she was a stranger and had not been present when the ring
was lost.

This incident, if it stood alone, might nevertheless be attri-
buted to a lucky hit, but, taken in conjunction with the other
evidence cited in the paper I have referred to in the Journal,
it adds another stick to the large bundle of evidence on behalf
of the reality, and also of the psychical theory, of dowsing.
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NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

Names of Members are printed in Black Type.
Names of Associates are printed in SMALL CAPITALS.

Romanes, N. H., Christ Church, Oxford.

BerrINGTON, THE REv. LEsLiE G., Villa Serenisha, 29, Beauchamp.
Avenue, Leamington Spa.

CoopPER, MRrs. P. H., 283, South Street, Morristown, N.J., U.S.A.

Harr, REGINALD D., 29, Dryden Street, Westcott Street, Hull.

Howrping, SaM, Columbia, Tenn., U.S.A.

HumprrEYS, T. H. A., Survey Department, Giza (Mudiria), Egypt.

LiBrARIAN, University of Minnesota Library, Minneapolis, Minn.,
U.S.A.

MAHLER, MRs. JoHN, Bronygarth, Oswestry, Salop.
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PooLEY, MRS. THOMAS E., Fernhill, Victoria, B.C., Canada.

Smmmonps, Miss C. E., 33, Clarence Gate Gardens, Baker Street,
London, N.W.

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

THE 120th Meeting of the Council was held at 20 Hanover
Square, London, W., on Thursday, March 13th, 1913, at
5.30 pm.; Mr. J. G. PIDDINGTON in the chair. There were
also present: Mr. W. W. Baggally, the Right Hon. Gerald
W. Balfour, the Rev. A. T. Fryer, Sir Lawrence J. Jones, Dr.
F. C. S. Schiller, Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, Mrs. A. W. Verrall, and
Dr. V. J. Woolley; also Miss Alice Johnson, Research Officer,
and Miss Isabel Newton, Secretary.

The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council were read
and signed as correct.

One new Member and ten new Associates were elected.
Their names and addresses are given above.

The Council filled the vacant place among their elected
Members caused by the death of the Earl of Crawford and
Balcarres by appointing to it Mr. W. M‘Dougall, hitherto a
co-opted Member.
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The monthly accounts for January and February, 1913,
were presented and taken as read.
Professor J. H. Muirhead was elected an Hon. Associate.

PRIVATE MEETING FOR MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

THE 43rd Private Meeting of the Society for Members and
Associates only was held in the Council Chamber at 20
Hanover Square, London, W., on Thursday, March 13th, 1913,
at 8.30 p.m.; the Ricut HoN. GERALD W. BALFOUR in the
chair.

Miss ArLicE JouNsoN read a paper on “ Cross-Correspon-
dences relating to Works of Art,” which was illustrated by
lantern slides. The paper read was a portion of one which
will, it is hoped, be published later in the Proccedings.

CASE.

P. 286. Dream.

TrE following account of an apparently prophetic dream has
been sent to us by Miss “Ann Jones.” Two cases, apparently
of telepathy, in which Miss Jones was concerned, were pub-
lished in the Journal for December, 1912,

The names and addresses of all the persons concerned in
the present case are known to us, but pseudonyms or initials
are used here. The dates of several of the events recorded
below are determined by contemporary entries in Miss Jones’s
diary, which she has kindly allowed us to see.

Miss Jones writes:

November 20th, 1912.

On Monday, July 1st of this year, I went to stay in Gloucestershire
with my friend Mrs. D. I was not at all well while I was there,
suffering from headache, a low temperature, and general fatigue.
I left her on the following Saturday, July 6th, and went to stay in a
farmhouse in North Wales, in the mountains. For some days I was
alone, and was then joined by my sister E. I took with me the
MS. of a volume of poems by Mr. M., which on Thursday, July
11th, I arranged and annotated, as it was a wet day and I was
not able to go out at all. I posted them to him the following
day, July 12th, so that they would reach him on the afternoon of
July 13th.
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On the night between Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th, I dreamed
that I was alone late at night in the hall of Mrs. D.’s house. The
lights were low, it was nearly dark, but I knew that some one was
expected. After some time there arrived many people in a motor
or motors, including Mrs. D. and her brother G. All these people
were in evening dress. With them, or after them, came Mr. M. in
very dusty tweeds. We all had supper together, and Mr. M. asked
me if I would come away to some quiet room, as he had something
to show me. When we got away he showed me a large folio of
brown-coloured paper with very heavily drawn brightly coloured
illustrations, wood block prints, rather like the old chap-book colour
illustrations. It was an illustrated edition of his poems.

On the following Saturday, July 20th, I received a letter from
Mr. M. telling me that a young artist, having seen one of the
poems, had drawn a picture for it, and had asked to see the whole
collection. On Monday, July 22nd, I heard from Mrs. D. She
told me of a house party she had been entertaining since I had
left. On the night of Monday, the 15th, they had gone for a drive
in two cars after dinner, and their chauffeurs had lost the way, so
that they did not return until after midnight.

On Saturday, July 27th, I came back to London, and on Monday,
July 29th, Mr. M. shewed me a complete MS. illustrated edition
[of his poems]! such as I saw in my dream, drawn by the young
artist during the week between July 20th and 26th.

I had not written to Mr. M. of my dream.

I knew that Mrs. D. had a house-party.

[Signed] ANN JONES.

The dream itself is not recorded in Miss Jones’s diary, but
she distinctly remembers telling it to her sister during a
particular walk which they took together. The walk is re-
corded in the diary as having occurred on July 16, 1912.

Miss E. Jones confirms the above statement as follows:

[ November, 1912.2]
On July 16, 1912, during a walk we took together to T——, my
sister [Ann] told me of a dream she had had on the preceding
night.

1These were the poems which Miss Jones had arranged and annotated on
July 11, 1912. (See above.)

2This statement was received by us on November 21, 1912, and had been
written a week or two. before.



APRIL, 1913. Case. 53

She was staying at a friend’s country house, at which, in the
evening, Mr. M., together with a party of motorists, turned up. He
was carrying a very large brown paper parcel, and promised to show
her afterwards what it contained. This proved to be a khaki-coloured
book of his own poems, with coloured illustrations to them,

[Signed] E. JonEs.

Subsequently Miss Ann Jones, having made various enquiries,
wrote the following statement:

February 13, 1913.

Since writing the account of my dream, I have been to visit my
friend in Gloucestershire again, and verified from her Visitors’ Book
the following dates. I have also met the artist who drew the illus-
trations, and have from his diary obtained the other verifications.
I dreamed the dream in question on the night between July 15
and 16 [1912]. In Mrs. D.s book the midnight motor-party is
noted as taking place between 10 p.m. and 2 a.m. on that night.
Her letter to me relating the circumstance of this drive is dated the
following Sunday, July 21, 1912.

Mr. F., the artist, met Mr. M., the poet, for the first time on
Thursday, July 11, 19121; on Thursday, July 18, 1912, Mr. M. went
to his studio, and during that visit Mr. F. made his first sketch for
the poems. He did not see the complete MS. until Sunday, July 21,
1912, when he visited Mr. M. and took the poems home, working
on the illustrations during the three following days. I saw them
for the first time on Monday, July 29, 1912.

The diary of events therefore runs:

Thursday, July 11, 1912. T arranged MS. of Mr. M.’s poems in
Wales. Mr. F. meets Mr. M. for the first {ime in London.

Saturday, July 13, 1912. MS. reaches Mr. M. by post.

Monday, July 15,1912. Break-up of the house-party at Mrs. D.’s,
celebrated by midnight motor drive.

I dream in Wales of the drive and of the illustrations [to Mr.
M.’s poems].

Tuesday, July 16, 1912. I tell my sister of the dream.

Thursday, July 18, 1912, Mr. M. visits Mr. F.’s studio in London,
and the first sketch for one poem is made in Mr. M.’s presence.

Saturday, July 20, 1912, I receive a letter trom Mr. M., telling
me that an artist had drawn an illustration to one of his poems

1The date of this, and of his subsequent meetings with Mr. M., are
recorded in Mr., F.’s diary.
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Sunday, July 21, 1912. Mr. F. visits Mr. M. near London, and
sees the whole MS. [of his poems] for the first time.
Monday, July 22, 1912. I receive in Wales a letter from Mrs. D.
and remark on my dream [to my sister].
Monday, July 29, 1912. Mr. M. shows me in London the large
brown paper volume, which I recognise.
[Signed] ANN JONES.

Mr. M. confirms Miss Jones’s account as follows:

February 13, 1913.
I confirm the correctness of the above statement, so far as it

relates to me.
[Signed] W. M.

Mrs. D. also confirms the statement, as follows:

Feb, 25, 1913,
All T can tell you about the night of July 15, 1912, is as follows :
I was at my house in the country . . . and I had at the time
my brother, my niece, and three friends staying with me. The
weather was very good just then; and as the evening of the 15th
was very clear and hot, at dinner we decided to drive to B—,
which is about twenty-two miles away. We started at 9.30, and
intended to get home about 11.30; but we missed our way, when
we started to come back, and, after many adventures, we reached
C at 2 o'clock in the morning. A few lights had been left on,
and one servant had waited up to let us in. I did not write and
tell [Miss Jones] about our drive till the following Sunday. . . .

[Signed] K. D.

Mrs. D. afterwards told us in reply to a question that the
date of the motor drive was noted in her diary.

On February 13, 1913, Mr. M. stated, in reply to questions,
that

(¢) until the suggestion was made to him by Mr. F. on
July 11, 1912, no idea of having any illustrations to the
poems which were about to be published had entered his mind ;

(b) the first meeting between Mr. F. and himself on ' July
11, 1912, was accidental, and nothing was said on this occa-
sion about illustrating the poems. In fact, Mr. F. was not at
that time familiar with any of Mr. M’s poetry;

(¢) it was not until July 21, 1912, that a definite sug-
gestion was made as to an illustrated edition.
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Mr. F. confirms the above statements as follows, having
verified the dates in his diary:
March 14, 1913.

July 11, 1912. I meet W. M. for the first time. No reference
made to drawings or even to his poems.

July 18. W, M. comes to my studio, and I draw a suggestion
for a frontispiece for him. Still no mention of illustration.

July 21 (Sunday). Motor down to A. and call on M. Mention
is then made of illustration, [I] having seen and appreciated the
MS. of his poems.

July 22. Start the illustrations.

July 25. Finish illustrations by 10.30.

¢ [Signed] L. F.

The illustrations, one of which we have seen, are, as de-
scribed by Miss Jones, brightly coloured with a dark outline.
They were mounted by Mr. F. on sheets of brown paper, bound
together to form a book, corresponding in gemeral appearance
to the “large folio of brown coloured paper” which figured in
Miss Jones’s dream.

It will be seen from the above report that the dates of
all the main incidents are determined by entries in the
diaries of one or other of the people concerned. The chrono-
logical sequence of events in this case is interesting. Miss
Jones’s dream occurred on the mnight of July 15-16, 1912,
and included a veridical impression concerning an almost, if
not quite, contemporaneous event, the return from the motor
drive at Mrs. D’s house, which is recorded as having taken
place at about 2 aum. on July 16, 1912. The rest of Miss
Jones’s dream related to an event which did not actually occur
until a fortnight afterwards, on July 29, 1912, and which it
does not seem that any one had any normal reason to
foresee at the time of the dream. It should be noted,
however, that the first accidental meeting between Mr. M.
and Mr. F.—that is, the first recognisable link in the
chain of events leading up to the fulfilment of the dream—
occurred on July 11, 1912, a few days before the dream,
at a time when Miss Jones’s thoughts were occupied with
Mr. M.)s poems, which she arranged and annotated that day
{see ahove).
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Three possible explanations of these events suggest them-
selves :

(1) That they are due to chance coincidence. This explana-
tion seems improbable, considering that the parallel between
Miss Jones’s dream and what actually happened is very close,
and that the dream related to an incident which at the time
of her dream Miss Jones had no normal reason to foresee.
Mr. M. has published several volumes of poetry, but never any
with illustrations, except a frontispiece.

(2) That Miss Jones was able in her dream to foresee in
some supernormal way a future event. :

(3) That Miss Jones .was able, also in some supernormal
way, to influence the mind either of Mr. M. or of Mr. F. in
such a way as to bring about the fulfilment of her dream,
which would otherwise have remained unfulfilled. We should
then regard the case as one of telepathy, Miss Jones being the
agent. . But the telepathic hypothesis must be stretched very

far to cover such a case.
'y

MUSICAL PRODIGIES AND AUTOMATISM.

Tue following account of the musical prodigy, Eric Korngold,
is extracted, with the Editor’s permission, from an article in
The Manchester Guardian of December 12th, 1912:

Last summer I was staying at an Austrian villa overlooking the
blue waters of the Grundelsee, not far from Ischl, the country seat
of the Emperor Franz Josef. My host was something of a celebrity-
hunter, and used to invite to his house as many as he could catch.
Amongst others came Eric Korngold, the musical prodigy. Having
heard much about him and his extraordinary genius, I was curious
to see him and his parents, for I wondered whether he had inherited
any of his great gifts from them. For some weeks I saw him every
day, at meals, out of doors, by the lake, driving and walking; so
I had plenty of opportunities to study him. My first impression
was one of keen disappuintment. [He was] a rotund and podgy
boy of the “awkward age,” with a pale face, piercing black eyes
(one with a distinet glide), and dark hair—one lank lock falling
over his nose. He was dressed in Tyrolese costume—a dark green
coat, a bright green waistcoat, and leather breeches. His linen shits
was crumpled, his tie was knotted anyhow, his hair was unkempt, |
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We were all seated at dinner when he arrived with his father
and mother. Our hostess introduced them to us collectively and
gave them seats opposite to me. The parents looked quiet, colour-
less people. The mother was much the younger of the two. Herr
Korngold is a well-known musical .critic, writing for the Zeif and
other German papers. Eric sat down at once and began to eat,
without looking to right or left. His manner of eating fascinated
me. He was entirely preoccupied with it. In less than a minute
his plate was empty and he held it up with a ¢“DBitte, noch mehr!”
As soon as it was replenished he dashed at it again, and after
another minute all was gone. When the sweets appeared, all of a
sudden he paused, with a spoonful of meringue on its way to his
mouth. He looked across the table and far away beyond me.
Then he dropped his spoon and darted out of the room. Herr
Korngold reassured us in guttural German. ‘Do not be alarmed,”
he said, “the boy is always thus. An idea has struck him, and
he has gone away to try it on the piano. Listen!” He held
up a hand for silence, and sure enough from the next room came
some strange—and to me—discordant noises, as it were from a
piano in pain. The father’s face lit up. *“So! He composes!
Gut !”

He was right. ‘Often and often in the middle of a meal the boy’s
eyes would take on that curious “unseeing” expression which the
eyes of clairvoyants have; he would begin unconsciously to thump
out notes on the table with both hands, and then would rush off to
the piano and sit there for hours strumming and recording the ideas
which flowed through him, until his food was long ago stone-cold
and he had to be pulled away in a state of semi-collapse. When he
came to himself he would not. know what day of the week it was,
or whether it was morning or afternoon. For the time he had
gone out of our world altogether. His father religiously gathered up
all the scraps of paper which littered the piano and the floor; after-
wards he would piece them together and copy them out for Eric to
play over, revise, and complete later. Once I came upon the father
on his knees on the carpet, his eyes devouring a soiled scrap of
paper upon which were scrawled some spidery notes. “Gott in
Himmel!” he cried. ‘“How marvellous is this child!” Musical
ideas seemed to come to young Korngold quite unconsciously—or
rather subconsciously. Sometimes if he were out walking and talk-
ing he would call impatiently ‘Paper, paper!” and feverishly search
his pockets for a stump of pencil; if he could not find one, he
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would turn and rush off home in a state of despair. It is clear
from watching Korngold that musical ideas flow through his mind
far quicker than he can record them. The brain always lags behind
the elusive thought. Much that he writes is too difficult for him to
play ; indeed it would obviously be impossible for him to be capable
of playing the intricate and infinitely varied orchestral work which
he has written since he was eleven years old. How did he get this
knowledge ¢ His musical education was received from an average
Viennese music-master. His father, although he has a deep theoreti-
cal and a fine critical, knowledge, plays but little and cannot compose.
Eric’s grandparents are ordinary bourgeois folk. No creative musical
talent has been known in the family. For an explanation one is
almost forced to fall back upon the hypothesis of reincarnation. Is it
possible that this boy-genius came into the world fully equipped as a
first-class musician, and all that he had to do before starting upon
his new career was to run rapidly over the old lessons and regain
what he had temporarily forgotten? This is the Platonic idea that
all knowledge is reminiscence. In Germany people are actually
.asking, “Has Eric Wolfgang Korngold lived before as Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart ?”

Apart from bis musical genius Korngold is not clever in any way.
He is just a happy, easy-going, and contented lad, fond of fun and
lollipops. His idea of perfect bliss is to have to eat an unlimited
-quantity of cream éclairs and wild strawberries (which abound in the
woods of Grundelsee). He is quite aware of his own fame, and
affects to look down upon the old-fashioned composers. One after-
noon he had been playing his own sonatas for an hour or so, when
some one asked him to stop it and play Beethoven instead. ¢ Bee-
thoven!” he said, superciliously; ¢that’s melody, not music!” His
-earlier works, which contain so much pure melody—for instance,
that lovely little wordless operette ¢ Schneemann” (Snowman)—he
-calls “Garnichts” (rubbish). Brahms and Strauss he is always
praising. Of “Electra” he said one day: “ That s music; but you
wait—I'll do something better than ‘Electra’ before I've done!”
It was quite painful to watch him when his own music was being
played—even when it was played really well. He would squirm on
his seat, his eyes would roll, and his face turn pale. The realisa-
‘tion always came short of the conception. .

We were put into communication with the writer of this
article through the Editor of the paper, and in reply to our
-questions, he wrote as follows :
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10 NORFOLK STREET,
MANCHESTER, Jan, 16, 1913.

... The genesis of the article requires some explanation. A friend
of mine stayed for some time with Korngold at an Austrian villa
last summer. Visiting us recently, I questioned her about K. (in
whom I have always been interested as one of the best examples
of innate genius); the result of our talks was this Manchester
Guardian article. I wrote in the first person and appended my
own initials instead of my friend’s (at her request), because she did
not want her name to appear.

Although ¢ written up” a little, the article is a record of fact, and
may be taken literally—particularly in regard to the almost auto-
matic way in which K. composes. When the composing fit comes
on (so my friend informed me), the glide in K.s eye becomes
accentuated, nearly approaching a squint. His musical ideas seem
to “rush up” from some subconscious area, and his chief difficulty
is in recording them fast enough and clearly enough.

Eric Korngold was born on May 29th, 1897, and he is now fifteen.
He began to show signs of musical genius when he was three years
old. In his fifth year this became so pronounced that he was called
“the little Mozart.” He first composed when he was four. From
the age of six he composed regularly and industriously. At the age
of eleven he wrote the beautiful ‘wordless musical play,” “Der
Schneemann ” (the Snowman), also his first piano sonata. When he
was fourteen he wrote his first orchestral work—the overture to “A
Winter’s Tale”—after studying orchestration for only four months. 1
have heard this work, and was simply astounded at the technical
grasp and marvellous facility of the orchestration. The full score
was written out at once, without any sketch-plan, and the conductor
Nikisch, at the first rehearsal, was particularly amazed by the cer-
tainty and vigour of the scoring. Mr. Ernest Newman, the musical
critic, has written of this: “It is evident that the gift for scoring,
like that for harmonic combination and modulation, is inborn in
him.” ,

What impresses one in K.s music is its maturity ; it is a man’s
music, not a boy’s; it has the passion, the yearning, the sadness, the
serious thought, of the man who has seen life in many phases. K.
has not attended more than ten orchestral concerts in his life;
certainly he has not filched his musical ideas from other moderns;
as I have said, he will not listen to other people’s music. To my
mind this phenomenon can only be accounted for by (1) Myers’s
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theory of genius as a subliminal uprush, or (2) the hypothesis of

reincarnation,
W. P. Price-HEYwooD.

In the Journal for February, 1901 (Vol. X. p. 20) an account
is given of another prodigy, Pepito Rodriguez Arriola, born on
Dec. 14, 1896, about whom Professor Richet read a paper at
the International Congress of Psychology in Paris in 1900.
The paper was followed by a performance on the part of the
child, then three years and eight months old.

We heard again of this child in 1911 from a Member of
the Society, Mr. J. H. Gower (Mus. Doc. Oxon.), who wrote as

follows :
23 STEELE BLOCK,

DENVER, COLORADO, May Tth, 1911.

... We have lately had a visit here from Pepito Arriola, the
wonderful boy pianist. I say wonderful, because he is absolutely
wonderful. Indeed I doubt if there has ever been anything quite
like him. ... A week ago I started him holding a pencil for automatic
writing, and at once, to his intense surprise and amusement, the
pencil began moving, and in less than an hour it was writing freely
and rapidly—much more rapidly than he could write ordinarily,
and in a totally different handwriting. Both his mother and he were
much astonished, and quite impressed. There was not the slightest
humbng about it. It was as genuine as possible.

Next day he wrote quite a good bit, and we were all surprised
to find the signatures “J. S. Bach” and “ Beethoven” written several
times, together with some things I know could not come from him
consciously. . .. He is now in California, but returns to Denver
soon, and expects to stay here for the summer.

He has promised to write for me a little every day or so. His
piano playing is so remarkable that a psychic explanation of some

kind seems to me to be about necessary. ...
JouN H. GOWER.

Dr. Gower wrote again on June 12, 1911, saying that he
had obtained some interesting automatic writing from Pépito,
which struck him by its resemblance to some writing produced
two or three years earlier by his own youngest daughter, of which
he believed that Pepito could have known nothing. He added:
“ With regard to his music, I am getting some compositions
from him, and several of his musical themes bear a remarkable
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resemblance to compositions of mine that have not been
published and that I know he has neither seen nor heard.”

Dr. Gower wrote later to tell us of another musical prodigy,
Blanche Cobacker, a little girl of 10 or 11 years of age (in
1911) whose genius for piano-playing was, he thought, quite
as startling as Pepito’s. “She has been studying with me
(he wrote) since last February, and I have been following a
method of suggestion and encouragement with her, a method
absolutely different to any orthodox or conventional one. The
result has been really wonderful. [She] plays the most
exacting and difficult compositions of the old and modern
composers with all the fire and dash of a Busoni or
Paderewski. Some of the things she does are quite uncanny.”

Dr. Gower sent us a more detailed account of Blanche
‘Cobacker, as follows:

DEeNVER, CoLorADO, U.S.A., January 20th, 1912.

The early history of the child appears to be as follows:—Born in
‘Chicago, Illinois, 12 years ago. Her father an invalid, since
deceased. He had no particular musical talent, though some
members of his family play. Mrs. Cobacker, the mother, also,
although very fond of music herself, has never developed her talent;
she, however, comes of a musical family and is, in general, interested
in art.

Little Blanche had no opportunity of studying music until she
was 8 years of age. At that time she was living with her aunt in
Des Moines, Iowa, and therefore her talents were never recognized
in infancy. Her mother, however, had noticed that her little fingers
‘would frequently be at work as if trying to play, on the table or
on the arm of a chair. About three years ago the family came to
Denver on account of Mr. Cobacker’s health, and Blanche became
the pupil of Sefior Aquabella of this city, under whose able instrue-
tion she remained for about 18 months, I believe.

It was then suggested by a friend of Mrs. Cobacker’s that I was
possibly in a position to exploit the child’s talents, and Blanche was
placed under my care just one year ago.

Shortly after her coming to me she became acquainted with that
wonderful boy pianist, Pepito Arriola. Pepito was a frequent visitor
to my studio during the summer months, and gave about ten piano-
forte recitals in Colorado, nearly all of which Blanche Cobacker
-attended with me. This may have stimulated her into greater
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activity. However, at no time, within my knowledge of her, has
the child been urged to practise, nor has she shown any particular
diligence in her work. She is not of a very robust constitution, and
during the time she has been with me, she has lost a considerable
amount of work through sickness.

Notwithstanding this, she has fairly mastered during the last year:
Beethoven’s Concerto in C minor, Mendelssohn’s Concerto in G minor,
Rubinstein’s Concerto in E minor, several sonatas by Beethoven,
several studies, valses, polonaises, nocturnes, ete., by Chopin, studies
by Rubinstein, the same composer’s Valse Caprice, two rhapsodies of
Liszt (Nos. 6 and 12), to say nothing of several works by more
raodern composers, and, perhaps more astonishing than all, some of’
the most difficult of Bach’s compositions.

She has no difficulty in committing music to memory, but seems.
to employ a method all her own in doing so. As far as technique
is concerned, I have never yet seen a passage that has given her
any trouble. Often when playing the most exacting pieces she will
turn her head around to talk to me on subjects entirely irrelevant
to what she may be then playing.

Last September when playing from notes Mendelssohn’s Concerto-
in G minor at a recital in Holly, Colorado, before I had any idea
that she had memorized the work, the lights of the town went out
suddenly and the hall was in total darkness, but Blanche continued
to play with the greatest brilliancy and never faltered or missed a
note. It was five or six minutes before the lights went up again,.
and it was conceded that the child, by continuing to play, had
probably averted a panic.

The strength of her playing is phenomenal, and at the close of a.
recital containing such works as Rubinstein’s Concerto in E minor—
with its four pages of octaves—Rubinstein’s Valse Caprice, Mendels-
sohn’s Concerto in G minor, Chopin’s Etude in C minor, Polonaise
in E flat, and Liszt’s 6th Rhapsodie, she shows no sign of fatigue.

With regard to her powers of interpretation and the expressive-
ness of her playing, they are as wonderful as her technique.

She seems to be indifferent to the size of her audience, and played
quite unconcernedly a few weeks ago to an audience numbering
nearly 12,000 people.

She reads music at sight, even very difficult music, as well as
most professional pianists. I tested her a short time ago in trans-.
posing. The piece selected was from one of Bach’s suites. It is
true that I first played it for her in two or three different keys,.
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but I was astounded to find that the contrapuntal devices of Bach
presented no obstacles to her, even in transposing them from one
key to another. All musicians will concede that to transpose a
very complete knowledge of the theory of music is almost essential.
As Blanche is entirely without such knowledge, her immediate
response to my suggestion is little short of marvellous. I further
tested her in the “trick” of playing a simple piece in one key with
the right hand and in another key with the left hand, at sight.
Here again she came out successfully.

In every respect, except piano playing, she is an ordinary little
girl of normal habits and tastes and of a sweet, gentle and unselfish
disposition.

The method employed in her instruction is very largely that of
encouragement and suggestion. Her powers of imitation are also
called upon, as the pieces she is studying are always played over
to her at her lessons, as are also various passages in them, not only
to show her how to execute them, but also to point out the desired
expression. The old restrictions and rules relating to fingering
have been practically abandoned. She is never allowed to regard
any musical passage, however intricate, as difficult. She seldom
practises more than two hours a day.

Joux H. Gowkr, Mus. Doc. Oxon.

P.S.—Blanche will have, say, such a work as Beethoven’s Opus 57
given her for the first time. I especially recall her action in this
particular piece. She—although a remarkable reader of music—
tackles it first, as I always insist, slowly. Now, the work is full of
difficult passages, and she comes upon one of these, say, an arpeggio.
At first she acts as an ordinary clever student would act, but after
playing it a few times.slowly, her fingers will dash it off at full
speed, as if some latent memory had suddenly been awakened.

I have had considerable experience as a teacher of music, so that
my astonishment at the genius of this child is a matter to which
some slight weight may be attached. 1 saw something of Josef
Hofmann when he was a boy, I have seen quite a bit of Pepito
Arriola, and now have charge of Blanche Cobacker. I have of
course run across quite a number of clever children (pianists, I
mean). My son Lewes is one—he is really a sort of ¢ wonder
child ”—but Hofmann, Arriola, and Cobacker are to me almost
insoluble enigmas.

In regard to the hypothesis of reincarnation as a possible
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explanation of these cases, it may be pointed out that if, say,
Eric Korngold’s precocity is to be explained by his being a
reincarnation of Mozart, this does not help us to explain
Mozart’s precocity. Further, if precocity is to be explained
by supposing that the child is a reincarnation of some already
mature musician, we should expect the child to show maturity
not only in his musical faculty, but at the same time in all
his other mental powers, which is far from being the case with
any of these children.

OBITUARY.
THE EARL OF CRAWFORD AND BALCARRES, K.T,, F.R.S.

It is with regret that we have to record the death of the Earl
of Crawford and Balcarres, which took place at his house in
Cavendish Square, on January 81st, 1913.

Lord Crawford became a member of the Society in 1890, and
was shortly afterwards elected a member of the Council, a
position which he continued to hold up to the time of his death.
His interest in psychical research dated, however, from a much
earlier period, when, as the Master of Lindsay, he attended some
of the sittings with the medium, D. D, Home, which are
described in Lord Adare’s privately printed ZExperiences in
Spiritualism with D. D. Home. His evidence on this subject
was published in the Report on Spiritualism of the Committee of
the London Dialectical Society, and is one of the most important
contributions to the records of Home’s phenomena.

PROFESSOR BERGSON’S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

ProrEssor BErGSON will deliver his Presidential Address at a
General Meeting of the Society at the /olian Hall, Bond Street,
London, W., on WEDNESDAY, MAY 28TH, 1913, at 5.30 p.m.

Since the accommodation will be limited, each Member and
Associate will, as usual, receive ONE TICKET ONLY for a friend.

No visitor will be admitted without a ticket, and a ticket
will admit one only,

All arrangements for the meeting will be announced in the
Journal for May.
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NOTICE OF MEETING.

A Private Meeting of the Society

FOR

MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES
WILL BE HELD IN

THE AEOLIAN HALL,
NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.

On WEDNESDAY, MAY 28k, 1913, at 5.30 p.mn.
(Doors open at 5.15 p.m.)

WHEN

¢« A Presidential Address”
WILL BE DELIVERED (IN FRENCI{) BY

PROFESSOR HENRI BERGSON.

N.B.—Members and Associales will be admitted by TICKETS ONLY. Full
particulars as to admission to the Meeting are given on the following

page.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE.
PROFESSOR BERGSON’S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

IT was announced in the April Journal that the Meeting on
May 28th, 1913, at which Professor Bergson will deliver his
Presidential Address, would be a General Meeting. But after
further consideration of the limited accommodation of the
Aecolian Hall, which was chosen in deference to Professor
Bergson’s wish for a moderate-sized room, the Council felt obliged
to decide that the Meeting should be a Private Meeting for Members
and Associates only, but that, should there be room after
Members and Associates who have applied for tickets are pro-
vided with places, a few invitation tickets will be allotted.

The Meeting will be held in the Aeolian Hall on May 28th,
1913, at 5.30 p.m.; the doors will be opened at 5.15 p.m.
Instead of being asked to sign their names at the door, Members
and Associates will be admitted only on the production of a ticket,
not transferable, which can be obtained from the Secretary of
the S.P.R. before May 21st. Should there be any seats available
after that date, tickets will be allotted, in order of application,
to Members and Associates for the admission of guests. In
applying, the name of the intended guest must be stated.

Applications should be addressed to THE SECRETARY, S.P.R.,
20 Hanover Square, London, W,

N.B. Members and Associates who, having received tickets,
find later that they are unable to attend the meeting, are
requested kindly to return them to the Secretary as soon as
possible.

NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

Names of Members are printed in Black Type.
Names of Associates are printed in SMALL CAPITALS.

Clements-Davies, Valentine, 594, Grove Road, Eastbourne.

Brach, Dr. RupoLr, Mayerhofgasse 20, Vienna IV, Austria.

Carr, H. Wirpon, D.Litt.,, More’s Garden, Cheyne Walk, London,
S.W.

HENNING, MRS., 4, Upper Bedford Place, Russell Square, London, W.C.
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INGraM, Miss M. L, The Priory, Wimbledon Common, London, S.W.

Loxg, Turopore K., 4823, Kimbark Avenue, Chicago, Ill., U.S.A.

MANNERS-SMITH, J. A., Coniston, Haslemere, Surrey.

Muxro, Hecror, M.B., 27, Lower Seymour Street, London, W.

REMACLE, GEORGES, 22, Rue de 1’Athénée, Arlon, Belgium.

Roseins, Rurus M., Titusville, Brevard County, Florida, U.S.A.

TENNENT, Mgs., 39, Rutland Park Mansions, Willesden Green,
London, N.W.

UrquioLAa, MANUEL DE, 12, Calle de Génova, Madrid, Spain.

VaN NIEVELT, CARL, Adolfsallee 51", Wiesbaden, Germany.

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

THE 121st Meeting of the Council was held at 20 Hanover
Square, London, W., on Tuesday, April 22nd, 1913, at
6 pm.; Mr. J. G. PippiNgToN in the chair. There were
also present: Mr. W. W. Baggally, the Rev. M. A. Bayfield,
Mr. E. N. Bennett, the Rev. A. T. Fryer, Sir Lawrence J.
Jones, Mr. St. G. L. Fox Pitt, Mr. Sydney C. Scott, Mrs.
Henry Sidgwick, Mr. H. Arthur Smith, Dr. C. Lloyd Tuckey,
Mrs. A. W, Verrall, and Dr. V. J. Woolley; also Miss Alice
Johnson, Research Officer, and Miss Isabel Newton, Secretary.

The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council were read
and signed as correct.

One new Member and twelve new Associates were elected.
Their names and addresses are given above.

The monthly accounts for March, 1913, were presented
and taken as read.

PRIVATE MEETING FOR MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

THE 44th Private Meeting of the Society for Members and
Associates only was held in the Council Chamber at 20
Hanover Square, London, W., on Tuesday, April 22nd, 1913,
at 4 pm.; Mgr. H. ARTHUR SMITH in the chair.

Dr. FrEDERIK VAN EEDEN read a paper entitled “ A Study of
Dreams,” which will, it is hoped, be published later in the
Proceedings.
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CASES.

P. 287. Dreams.

THE following account of two dreams of an apparently pre-
monitory character was sent to us by a lady who has been an
Associate of the Society for several years. On account of the
family circumstances involved, we are asked not to print names,
so that pseudonyms have been substituted, but all the real
names have been given to us in confidence. The first narrative
by the lady here called Miss Matheson was written on January
1st, 1913, as follows:

Twenty-three years ago last September I dreamed a very vivid dream,
simple as all my dreams are, but of so intensely vivid a character
that it impressed me very much. The dream was simply that a
cousin of mine who was then in San Francisco, while I was in
Providence, U.S.A., had some terrible disaster hanging over her and
she was straining every nerve to get to me. This dream I had in
slight variation for three nights. So deep was the impression they
made upon me that I wrote her describing the dreams. She replied
that she knew of nothing terrible awaiting her, unless it was an
earthquake, but in six weeks the dream came literally true. She
had come on to Boston to settle her son at Harvard for his second
year and in the night after arrival a most awful affliction fell upon
her and she left the hotel as soon as it was opened in the morning
and walked the streets without breakfast until she could get a train
to me. So great was the influence of this affliction that it entirely
changed my life and has not yet relaxed its grip.

Remembering this dream and its enormous consequences, I wrote
down at once on awakening a dream I had in the Hans Crescent
Hotel in London on the night between the 12th and 13th of April,
1912. I also told my maid of it when she came to me in the morning.

This is the dream. I thought I waked at midnight, just as the
clock was striking 12, 1 found myself in a strange place, a
small cottage room, such as I had never slept in in my life. I
suddenly felt that something was calling me downstairs. It was
bright moonlight, which flooded the room, making artificial light
unnecessary. I rose and went out into the passage, finding a short
flight of extremely steep stairs leading down. They were almost
perpendicular and very narrow, altogether unlike anything I ever
saw before, and scarcely as safe as a ladder. I went down these
stairs and along a short passage into. a.very pleasant little cottage
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parlour with a large window at one end. Still it was bright moon-
light and I saw everything perfectly and knew I should know the
room again if I ever saw it. As I entered I heard a voice wailing
“Twenty-four, East Street, Twenty-four, East Street.” The voice
was so insistent, so sad, so weird, that it frightened me. I went
to the window, but could see nothing but the moonlight washing
everything. I noticed there was a wide space in front of the little
fence, which was close to the window, and beyond great trees. The
voice continued wailing out the words “Twenty-four East Street”
until I could bear it no longer, but turned and fled. I can give
you no idea of the piercing nature of the voice, nor the sorrow and
distress in it, but yet on the whole the impression left upon my
mind when 1 waked was one of happiness and well-being. I did
not dream the dream again, as I had before in the one I have related,
so I gradually dismissed it from my mind. My maid said when I told
ber of the dream the next morning “Can it be anything to do with
Mr. W.7” naming a friend of mine in New York. I said, no, I did
not think so. I thought the idea came to her from the fact that
she knew the streets in New York were always East or West with
a number added. However, as I said, I had dismissed the entire
matter from my mind and concluded there was no meaning to the
dream.

Shortly after this I suddenly made up my mind to take a house
in the New Forest for the month of June. I took my maid and we
motored all through the Forest in search of such a house as I
wished.

The only one I could find that had the seclusion I desired was a
cottage belonging to a man who had been a butler in a good family
and who owned his house, which had been added to and had grown
somewhat beyond its first primitive condition. This house was kept by
his two daughters and though it was not just what I wished, I took it
for a month from the 29th of May. I was tired with my quest and
did not notice the house much, simply taking it because I could
find nothing else, so I did not associate it with my dream at all
until I went to take possession on the 29th of May. Then I re-
membered the staircase and the drawing room and I found that
what I had taken for a hall was really a small room, which, in the
more unambitious days, had been the tiny parlour of the Cottage.

Mr. W., my friend in N.Y., died on the 29th of May, the day I
went to this cottage and I heard of it two days later in the cottage.
Mr. W.s house in New York was 24 East 51st Street, around the
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corner from and connected with the house of Mr. Whitelaw Reid,
though he, Mr. W., was not living in it at the time of his death.
Mr. W. had not been well for several years, but I had no idea he
was in any danger, but I had known for nearly fifteen years
that he looked to me for a certain thing in case of his death. He
never said this in words, but I and others knew it was in his
mind. . . .

In due time after my letters of condolence to the family, I wrote
his son and I quote from his reply which is before me :

“You ask if anything peculiar happened on the night between
the 12th and 13th of April. Nothing peculiar in its literal sense,
but that was the night father had a collapse, the one just previous
to the fatal one; outside this I know of nothing.” When I recall
the intense agony of the voice calling apparently to me, I ask
myself if this soul about to wing its way to Eternity, remembering
what it wished to ask of me, tried to reach me that night and
saw me where I was to be when I heard of its passing. . . .

The vividness of the dream, the intense penetrating call of the
voice I can communicate to no one, and these are the only things
that make the story worth telling. Cottage near
with its steep staircase is easily found. My cousin who had the
terrible experience is- still living; my maid and my notebook
can vouch for the truth of the dream, while the funeral card of
Mr. W. and the people at Cottage can do the same for the
dates. .

[Signed] N. MATHESON.

In reply to our request for corroborative evidence and for
leave to see the original papers referred to, Miss Matheson
wrote again:

January 6th, 1913.

I have put together, as you suggest, “‘the documents in the case”
and they are at your disposal. They consist of my notebook, the
letter from H. W. from which I quoted, a letter from his father
to me a month or two before his death, in which he says how he
longs to see me and tell me “all he hopes and fears,” my maid’s
statement, which she thought at first impossible to make without
my assistance, but when I told her it would lose all value if I
said one word, she went away and returned in an hour with a
fairly good outline of the facts. There is also another letter written
to me since Mr. W.s death by a member of the family, which
shows, unintentionally, the reason Mr. W. clung to me as he did.
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I have also written to my cousin as you request. She is living
at and T asked her to tell me in as few words as possible
if she remembered my first dreams and if so, how much of them.
We neither of us kept the letters, for we thought nothing of it at the
time, and the blow which fell made any such thing impossible. . . .

I think I might tell you that the terrible trouble I felt over-
hanging my cousin, and which fell the night I wrote you of, was
the sudden insanity of her only daughter, 28 years old. She was
so paralysed with fear that she had but one thought, to get away
from people and to me. Fortunately the first condition of the
insanity was a frozen state in which her daughter would not speak.
But soon after she got to me, it became that of raving insanity,
and while to-day she is perfectly quiet and good, she has never
recovered her mind. It led to so many changes, such a complete
overturning of every condition that existed at the time she was
taken, that it has never been a matter of surprise to me that I felt
it coming,

Miss Matheson also told us that she was shortly coming
to London and could see us and show us her papers. Miss
Johnson therefore went to call on her, and writes the follow-
ing account of her interview :

January 23, 1913.

I went to see Miss Matheson at the Hans Crescent Hotel on
Jan. 15, 1913, and had a long talk with her about her experiences.

In regard to the premonitory dreams, dreamt on three successive
nights, about her cousin, she said that there was absolutely no
reason for expecting a misfortune of any kind. The illness (mental)
of the cousin’s daughter came on about six weeks later quite sud-
denly and with absolutely no warning. It made a great difference
in Miss Matheson’s own life, as she had been appealed to for
help and had taken complete charge of the invalid, who had
remained under her guardianship ever since, and was with her then.

The cousin had lived with Miss Matheson’s parents, and so
was in the position of a sort of elder sister to her. She is now an
old lady, and though Miss Matheson was sure that she remembered
all about the facts, she did not expect that she would be prepared
to write a detailed statement of them. She has, however, written a
brief note of general confirmation.

As the illness caused great anxiety and distress to all the family,
and also brought about a complete change in Miss Matheson’s life,
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(she gave up her house to go abroad with the invalid), it was
natural that the letters which passed between her and her cousin
at the time had not been kept.

In regard to the second dream about the cottage and the wailing
voice, Miss Matheson gave me the original account of it, which she
had written immediately after waking, before seeing her maid. She
had not connected it in any way with Mr. W. When the maid
came into her room in the morning, she told her of the dream, and
it was the maid who first suggested that it might have to do with
Mr. W., since the address of his house was 24 East 5lst Street
in New York. They concluded, however, that it could not refer to
him, because the little old-fashioned and inconvenient cottage was
utterly unlike any place that he could have lived in or been
associated with.

Some two or three weeks after the dream Miss Matheson began
to make plans for the summer and determined to try and find a
house in the New Forest for the special benefit of her ward, for
whom she thought country of that kind would be suitable. She
started with her maid on May 16th, 1912, motoring through the
forest, and the only house she could find that seemed at all possible
was Cottage. She did not much like the house, as it had not
the accommodation and conveniences that she had been accustomed to.
In particular the stairs were so narrow and steep that she did not
go up them, but sent her maid to look at the upstairs rooms; and
all the time they were staying there afterwards, she avoided going
up and downstairs as much as possible. But she told me she was
quite certain that she was not in any way influenced by her dream
in taking the house, since she had entirely forgotten it, and neither
she nor her maid noticed till afterwards its likeness to the dream
house. She laid special stress on its great unlikeness to any house
she had ever taken before; she had never before stayed in any
that could be described as a cottage. She took it on May 16th
from May 29th for four weeks, arranging to enter on May 29th,
which they actually did.

I saw Miss Matheson’s maid, Mabel , who has written a
statement confirming the dream. She repeated to me her recollec-
tions of the whole matter, and answered various questions. I was
very favourably impressed by her as a witness, as all her statements.
seemed to be made with care and thought. She said that the
staircase of the cottage was very markedly narrow, steep, and in-
convenient,—it went straight up from the little hall, opposite to the
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front door. She kept a diary and brought it to refer to when I
asked for the exact dates of their excursion to the New Forest,
etc. The dates given above were dictated to me from this diary,
and noted by me at the time.

Miss Matheson gave me various letters, etc., relating to Mr. W.s
death. He had been a chronic invalid for some years, but she was
not in any special anxiety about him at the time of her dream.
She heard from him fairly often; he was an intimate friend.

ALICE JOHNSON.

P.S.—I read the above to Miss Matheson on Feb. 4, 1913, and
she declared it to be correct.

Miss Johnson went to see Miss Matheson again on February
4th, 1913, when she dictated to her and afterwards signed the
following more detailed account of the dream about her cousin :

The first night I dreamed that I had been out of the house and
coming in I found three members of my cousin’s family sitting or
lying in different rooms in a complete state of exhaustion. They
were 3000 miles away in San Francisco, so I was surprised to see
them and on showing it they said *“Something terrible is hanging
over us and we have hurried to get to you.” I saw my cousin,
her husband and son; her daughter was not there. I also saw a
great mass of opals thrown together.

The next night I dreamed that I had a letter from them saying
that something terrible was going to happen to them and they
were hurrying to get to me and would be there almost as soon as
the letter. The third night I dreamed that something terrible was
going to happen to them and I must get to them myself, and in
my dream I went to San Francisco, only to be told that nothing
was the matter. But I did not see the daughter in any of the
dreams.

On the same occasion, Miss Matheson dictated to Miss Johnson
the following extract from a letter from her cousin, dated Jan.
1913 :

I do remember your writing that letter speaking of your terrible
dream of disaster awaiting us. I could not think of anything but
an earthquake.

Miss Matheson also obtained for us a statement written
by her cousin, which is now in our possession, as follows :

Jan. 116, 1913.
Yes, I remember the dream you wrote me about, that a terrible
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disaster was threatening me, and my trying to get to you, and
how it was fulfilled by the events that followed.
[Signed] J. F. BAUMGARTEN.
In regard to the dream of the voice heard in the cottage
in April, 1912, Miss Matheson gave Miss Johnson her original
account, written immediately after waking, which is as follows:

Hans CrescENT HoreL, April 13th, 1912.

In the Hans Crescent Hotel, London, on the night between April
12th and 13th, 1912, T had a very vivid dream.

As I have never had but one dream béfore in my life of this
extremely vivid character and as that came literally true in 6
weeks’ time, I am placing this on record.

THE DREAM.

I dreamt I woke up just at midnight, the clock was striking 12.
I found myself not in my own room, but in the room of a small
cottage, such as 1 had never been in in my life. In a few minutes
the feeling came to me that I must go downstairs. It seemed as
if something was imperatively calling me. I got up,—it was bright
moonlight, like day, so that I did not require a light,—and went
down an exceedingly narrow and steep Hight of stairs and through
a short hall into a pleasant little cottage parlour with windows at
one end. I presently became conscious of a voice calling, ¢ 24 East
Street, 24 East Street.” It seemed to come from just outside the
window and was so piercing, so agonising, that it frightened me.
I looked out, but there was nothing but the bright moonlight. The
wailing voice went on, “24 East Street, 24 Kast Street,” until in
a kind of panic I fled up the steep stair again to my bed.

Though my feeling of panic was real emough for the moment,
there was underlying it a sense of well-being, of happiness and
content, which the wailing voice did not seem to really disturb.

The dream like my previous one was nothing in itself. It was
only its extremely lifelike character that left the impression upon me.

Miss Matheson added later:
My previous dream in September 1889 was dreamt 3 nights in
succession. This dream of April 12-13 but one night.
[Signed] N. MATHESON.
The following statement was written by Miss Matheson’s maid :
Janvary 4th, 1913.

On going to Miss Matheson’s rooms as usual on the morning of
the 13th of April, 1912, at the Hans Crescent Hotel, she said to
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me, “I have had a most vivid dream of being in a small cottage
with such a steep staircase, the like of which I have never seen in
my life before, After descending the stairs and entering the parlour
I heard an unknown voice outside the window calling out to me
24 East Street, 24 East Street.”

Knowing considerable of Mr. W. and his illness I at once said,
“Can it in any way be connected with Mr. W.?” to which Miss
Matheson replied, “Why no, Mr. W. was never in such a cottage
in his life.”

I thought it possible that Mr. W. had passed away and that
Miss Matheson would soon hear of his death.

Later in the day, when again speaking of the dream, Miss
Matheson said, “I so rarely dream that, when I do, I feel my
dream must have some meaning.’

Time passed and on May 29th we went to a smal] cottage in
the New Forest that Miss Matheson had taken for a month and
there on entering the hall, facing us was a steep staircase such as
Miss Matheson might have seen in her dream.

Two days later at the cottage Miss Matheson learned that Mr.
W. had died on May 29th, the very day we went there.

[Signed] MABEL

Miss Matheson also gave Miss Johnson two picture post-
cards of the cottage in the New Forest to which she went on
May 29th, 1912, to show the kind of house it was and
its surroundings, as described in her first account; two letters
from Mr. W. to herself; a printed notice of his death on May
29th, 1912, and the letter from his son dated Aug. 8, 1912,
from which she quoted in her first account. He writes as
follows :

. You ask if “anything peculiar happened the night of Apr. 12.”
Nothing “peculiar” in its literal sense, but that was the night that
Father had a collapse, the one just prior to the fatal one. I recall
that I was away motoring at the time and learned of it by long
distance ’phone. Outside of that I know of nothing of note
happening. .

The fact of the son being away from home at the time
showed, as Miss Matheson pointed out, that, though Mr. W.
was a chronic invalid, the family were in no special anxiety
about him at that date.
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L. 1196. Dream.

THE following case, apparently one of telepathy, has been sent
to us through an Associate of the Society. The names and
addresses of those concerned have been given to us, but are by
request withheld from publication.

The agent and percipient in this case were A. and his
wife B, as they are called here. The first report of the
experience was sent to us by A’s mother, Mrs. Rooke
(pseudonym), as follows:

February 3rd, 1913.

A few days ago I received the following account, from [my
son and daughter-inlaw, A. and B.], of what appears to be a curious
case of telepathy.

“The other day, the 19th of January, A. was reading Tristram of
Blent, a book which neither A. nor B. remember to have seen
before. B. was busy about the house in the afternoon, when A.
was reading this book, and he said nothing to her about what he
was reading. When he came to the following passage he read it
over several times and made a strong mental note of it: —¢If we
divide humanity into those who do things and those who have to get
out of the way while they are being done, Gainsborough belonged to
the latter class.’ He said nothing about this. Some hours later
after dinner, both were reading,” and B. was interested in her book,
when suddenly she had an extraordinary desire to go to sleep im-
mediately. It was the utmost she could do to tell A. this, for her,
very unusual thing, when she curled up on the sofa and dropped
asleep, knowing nothing more tili about two hours later when she
awoke. In the meantime A. went on reading. After B. had been
asleep for a considerable time, she began to speak with the subdued
eagerness usual in sleepers’ speech :—*‘They are trying—they are
trying to— . . ." A. leaned forward (he was sitting about ten feet
away) and said in an ordinary tone: ‘Yes, what are they trying to
do?’ B. answered without hesitation: ¢ZThe people that have to be
got out of the way of” Then she muttered a few syllables, and was
silent, sleeping on, in deep slumber, for perhaps an hour till she
woke. She changed her position several times, her movements
being those of a very tired and determined sleeper, and she gave
no sign of being anywhere near waking all the time.

B. had certainly not looked at the book since it came to the
house, and it is very unlikely that either she or A. had ever seen
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it before. B. did not even know the title of the book A. was
reading.”
This is a verbatim copy of the statement as sent to me, as

requested, after having heard the story in conversation.
[Signed] G. ROOKE.

We wrote then asking whether A. and B. would also send
an account of their experience. A. writes:

February 10, 1913.

On the afternoon of Sunday, January 19th, 1913, I was reading
Tristram of Blent. My wife was in and out of the room a good
deal, but I did not call her attention to any passage in the book.
I was specially struck by the following passage, and read it over
more than once, pausing for a time in my reading, but saying
nothing: “If we divide humanity into those who do things and
those who have to get out of the way when they are being done,
‘Gainsborough belonged to the latter class.” I remember that my
wife came into the room while my attention was fixed on this
passage.

Some hours later, in the evening, we were both reading, when
my wife said, suddenly, that she felt very sleepy, speaking in a
drowsy tone, and almost immediately she dropped off into a deep sleep.
She did not wake up for about two hours. After she had been
asleep for some time, she began to speak with the subdued eager-
ness ordinary in such cases, saying, ‘‘they are trying . . . they
are trying,” but apparently being unable to say more. I leaned
forward (I was sitting about 10 feet away) and said, in an ordinary
tone, “Yes? What are they trying to do?” She answered at once,
in the tone of a person answering such a question: “ZThe people that
have to be got out of the way of.” She then muttered a few syllables,
and was silent until she awoke, I think not less than an hour
after. While she was speaking, and just before and after, she was
lying perfectly still with her eyes closed and was certainly asleep.

‘ [Signed] A. ROOKE.

B. writes:

February 10, 1913.

On Sunday, Jan. 19th, 1913, my husband and I were reading.
I was quite interested in my book; suddenly I felt a strong desire
for sleep. I had some difficulty to keep awake long enough to
explain to my husband that I was obliged to go to sleep imme-
diately—an unusual thing for me to do.
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I curled up on a sofa and knew nothing more until about
two hours later.

When I awoke my husband asked if I had read the book #e
was reading. (He felt sure I could not have done so, as it had
only just been sent to the house.) I had not read, or even heard
of it.

He then told me that he had been struck by a certain passage
in his book and that in my sleep I repeated a part of it, using
almost the same words.

[Signed] B. ROOKE.

In reply to a further question, Mrs. Rooke writes:

February 14th, 1913.
In regard to the question you ask, as to whether my son ever
unconsciously reads or repeats aloud sentences that he is particularly
interested in, I can answer without any hesitation that I have never
known him to do so, and I feel quite sure that he never does. My
daughters say the same, and that they could not imagine him doing
50 ; it would be so unlike himself.
As you ask for a statement from me or my son’s wife, to this effect,
I trust this will be enough without writing to her to confirm it.

[Signed) G. ROOKE.

CORRESPONDENCE.

R

Wit reference to “ Miss Jones’s” dream, the account of which
was printed in the Journal for April, 1913, pp. 51-56, Mr.
Constable writes:

One fact in this case seems to me peculiarly interesting. If we
assume that, in the dream, the midnight motor-party and the
coloured illustrations were both “presented” to Miss Anne Jones,
we have a presentation of the present in time and a presentation of
the future in time, given to Miss Jones in one and the same dream.
But in the dream we have the two presentations relafed to one
another by the presence of Mr. M. “in very dusty tweeds” at the
midnight motor-party. This fact is evidently * embroidery” ; it results
from intellectual operation on the part of Miss Jones in, when
dreaming, using her imagination to link up in time and event two
events unrelated to each other in fact or time.

The case appears to me a, very clear one of Miss Jones’s having



May, 1913, Coorrespondence. 79

had the two ¢presentations” in telepathy (as I define it in Per-
sonality and Telepathy). When the two impressions emerged in
ideas in her intellect, her imagination came into play, in trying to
reconcile her experience with her normal experience.

F. C. CONSTABLE.

DUBLIN LOCAL SECTION OF THE SOCIETY FOR
PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.

RErorT FOrR THE YEAR 1912.

Tue work of the Dublin Section has been carried on during
the year 1912 with a considerable amount of success. We have
held sixteen meetings of the Section, with an increased average
attendance over the previous year. The Hon. Treasurer reports
a small balance of between £5 and £6 in hand, after defraying
the various expenses of hire of room for meetings, printing,
stationery, and travelling expenses. The hon. officers who acted
last year agreed to serve again for the year 1913, except the
hon. treasurer, Dr. Doherty, who, owing to continued ill health,
is unable to perform the duties, and has sent in his resignation
of the post. He has now accepted the office of vice-chairman
of the Dublin Section wice Mr. Thomas Henry Webb, who has
resigned.

During the past year several of our members have been
engaged in private circles in various aspects of psychical inves-
tigation. One group sitting regularly have obtained remarkable
results in the use of the so-called Ouija Board, and the pre-
liminary report by Sir William Barrett and the Rev. Savell
Hicks of the results so far obtained was read at the
meeting of the parent Society on December 9th, and at our
local Section on December 19th, 1912. The experiments are still
being continued, and we hope that they will encourage other
members to devote some of their time to investigation.

THE WESTON VICARAGE POLTERGEIST.

ExqQuiries have reached us about the alleged manifestations
at Weston Vicarage, near Otley, which were reported in the
Yorkshire Observer in the beginning of April. Accounts by
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the Rev. Charles Tweedale, Vicar of Weston, appeared in the
Yorkshire Observer for April 2nd and 7th, 1913, and in the
latter of these accounts Mr. Tweedale wrote :

In conclusion, I may say that the Society for Psychical Research
have made a most exhaustive investigation of the psychic phenomena
with which we have been favoured, and have interviewed and cross-
examined a score of witnesses who have resided in the house. The
result has been to more than justify every word we have said. . . .
The Society for Psychical Research are still investigating and obser-
ving the phenomena, and every opportunity will be given to their
officers to do so in the future...

The Editor of the Yorkshire Observer applied to us for
information on the subject, and Miss Newton replied as follows:

Sir, April 8th, 1913.

In reply to your enquiry received this morning, it is true that
one of our investigators has been three times to Weston Vicarage
to enquire into the phenomena reported as having occurred there.
He has collected a great deal of evidence on the subject from present
and former members of the household, but has not yet come to a
definite conclusion regarding it.

The Society for Psychical Research are hoping to avail themselves
of the opportunity offered to their officials by Mr. Tweedale, in his
letter printed in your issue of April 7th, for continuing the investi-
gation.

Yours, ete.,
IsABEL NEWTON
(Secretary, S.P.R.).

This letter was, however, printed in a mutilated form in the
Yorkshire Observer of April 11th, 1913, immediately following
one from Mr. Tweedale, so that it may have given readers the
misleading impression of having been written spontaneously to
endorse Mr. Tweedale’s statement, which was not the case.
‘We may add that the phenomena as to which our investigator
has collected evidence from Mr. Tweedale and members of his
household were far less remarkable than would be gathered
from the descriptions recently appearing in the newspapers.
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Park, London, N.W.

BeauMoNT-KLEIN, THE HON. MRS. DE, 6 Gloucester Terrace, Regent’s
Park, London, N.W,

CHICHKINE, MLLE. A. DE, Lyceum Club, 128 Piccadilly, London, W.

CosTELLOE, Miss KARIN, 3F Morpeth Terrace, Victoria Street,
London, S.W.

Dunng, DanieL P., Yetholme, Liverpool Road, Birkdale.

Ercuo, Lapy, 62 Cadogan Square, London, S.W.

Wise, Miss A. S., 16 West Kensington Gardens, London, W.

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

THE 122nd Meeting of the Council was held at 20 Hanover
Square, London, W., on Wednesday, May 28th, 1913, at
4 pm.; Sk WiLLiAM CRrOOKES in the chair. There were
also present: Mr. W. W, Baggally, the Right Hon. Gerald W.
Balfour, the Rev. M. A. Bayfield, the Rev. A. T. Fryer, Sir
Lawrence J. Jones, Mr. J. G. Piddington, Mr. St. G. L. Fox
Pitt, Mr. Sydney C. Scott, Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, Mr. H. Arthur
Smith, Dr. C. Lloyd Tuckey, Mrs. A. W. Verrall, and Dr. V.
J. Woolley; also Miss Alice Johnson, Research Officer, and
Miss Isabel Newton, Secretary.

The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council were read
and signed as correct.

One new Member and eight new Associates were elected.
Their names and addresses are given above.

The monthly accounts for April, 1913, were presented
and taken as read.

PRIVATE MEETING FOR MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

Tue 45th Private Meeting of the Society for Members and
Associates was held in the Aeolian Hall, New Bond Street,
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London, W., on Wednesday, May 28th, 1913, at 5.30 p.m.;
the President, ProFessor HENRI BERGSON, in the chair.

THE PRESIDENT delivered an Address, which will shortly be
published in the Proccedings. The following abstract is reprinted
from The T%mes by special permission :

Proressor BERGSON, who spoke in French, began by thanking the
Society for the honour it had done him in making him its President.
He had done nothing to deserve this honour. He himself had not
seen anything of psychical research, nor had he made experiments
or observations. Since the foundation of the Society, however, he
had followed its publications with the greatest attention. He admired
the indefatigable perseverance and the extreme ingenuity which it had
brought to its investigations. He admired also the courage with
which it had braved the prejudices of a part of the learned world.

Whence came these prejudices, which, by the way, were in process
of diminishing and of disappearing ? They were due to several reasons,
some superficial, others profound.

In the first place the method which the Society was often obliged
to employ disconcerted many minds. But the facts which the Society
studied were natural facts. Thus to take the example of * true”
or ‘telepathic” hallucinations—that was to say, of the alleged
apparition of a dying person, for instance, to a relation or a friend
—it was quite evident to M. Bergson that, if that fact was real, it
was subject to laws, as were all the facts of nature, and that, conse-
quently, this fact itself, or at least a part of it, ought to be able to
be reproduced by us at will experimentally, if we knew its condi-
tions. Indeed, in his opinion, if telepathy was a reality, it was pro-
bable, or at least possible, that it was taking place constantly with
every one, but too feebly to be noticed, or neutralized by certain
obstacles. There, then, was a fact which, if it was real, ought, it
would seem, to lend itself to the methods of study which were em-
ployed in the natural sciences. But not at all. The Society for
Psychical Research was obliged to study it by a method which on
certain sides resembled that of the historian and on others that of the
detective or of the judge, collating evidence, comparing it, criticizing
it. There, in the opinion of certain men of science, was an anomaly
which embarrassed them and which resulted in their preferring tc
have nothing to do with that class of phenomena.

But this was not the principal reason. The true reason was to
be found in a certain bent which all our minds had contracted during
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the last three or four centuries, under the influence of the metaphysic
and the science which had developed since the Renaissance. Hxperi-
mental method, as for three centuries it had been understood, was
essentially turned towards measure. Even when the object studied
was not directly measurable, even when we must limit ourselves to
giving a description of it, we so arranged as to retain of that object
only the aspect by which, later on, it might become measurable.
Now, the phenomena of thought, of feeling, or, more genrerally, of the
mind, were not measurable. Science tended, then, naturally, to
substitute cerebral facts for these phenomena themselves, and to
consider the mental as the exact equivalent of the cerebral. Thence
the theory of the exact parallelism of the cerebral with the mental,
a theory which had become so natural to us that we spoke almost
indifferently of the mind or of the brain. Now, it was because the
facts with which psychical research was concerned seemed to square
badly with this theory, not to be able to be explained by it—although
this had been by no means proved—that one was led & priori to con-
sider them as illusory.

M. Bergson proceeded to point out that in his view the theory of
the rigorous parallelism of the cerebral with the mental was a pure
metaphysical hypothesis which was neither proved nor even sug-
gested by the facts. He recalled, in reference to this subject, the
study which he formerly made of the diseases of memory. The only
function of thought, he said, which it has been possible so far to
attach to such or such a part of the cerebral cortex was the memory
—more precisely the memory of words. The study of the various
aphasias had led, indeed, to localizing in such or such cerebral cir-
cumvolutions the visual memory of words, the auditive memory of
words, the motive memory of words, and so on. Now, he had shown
already by psychological analyses, and this had been confirmed
recently by considerations of an anatomical nature—as could be
seen in the works of Dr. Pierre Marie—that the classic theory of the
aphasias was untenable. He had shown that the brain must be an
organ of the recalling of things remembered, far more than an organ
of preservation. The réle of the brain was to bring back the remem-
brance of an action, to prolong the remembrance in movements.

Now, in a general way, it could be said that that was the 7dle of
the brain. If one could see all that takes place in the interior of
the brain, one would find that that which takes place there cor-
responds to a small part only of the life of the mind. The brain
simply extracts from the life of the mind that which is capable of
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representation in movement. The cerebral life is to the mental life
what the movements of the baton of a conductor are to the
symphony.

The brain, then, is that which allows the mind to adjust itself exactly
to circumstances. It is the organ of attention to life. Should it
become deranged, however slightly, the mind is no longer fitted to
the circumstances; it wanders, dreams. Many forms of mental
alienation are nothing else. But from this it results that one of the
réles of the brain is to limit the vision of the mind, to render its action
more efficacious. This is what we observe in regard to the memory,
where the 7dle of the brain is to mask the useless part of our past in
order to allow only the useful remembrances to appear. Certain
useless recollections, or dream remembrances, manage nevertheless
to appear also, and to form a vague fringe around the distinct recol-
lections. It would not be at all surprising if perceptions of the organs
of our senses, useful perceptions, were the result of a selection or of
a canalization worked by the organs of our senses in the interest of
our action, but that there should yet be around those perceptions
a fringe of vague perceptions, capable of becoming more distinct in
extraordinary, abnormal cases. Those would be precisely the cases
with which psychical research would deal.

On the other hand, it is space which creates multiplicity and dis-
tinction. It is by their bodies that the different human personalities
are radically distinct. But if it is demonstrated that human con-
sciousness is partially independent of the human brain, since the
cerebral life represents only a small part of the mental life, it is very
possible that the separation between the various human conscious-
nesses may not be so radical as it seems to be. There must certainly
exist, in the normal state, mechanisms which neutralize this endos-
mose between consciousnesses, if this endosmose is a real thing, for
it could not be other than very embarrassing. But it is conceivable
that at certain moments these mechanisms work badly ; an&‘he\fg- ¢,
again, facts for the criticism of psychical research would be grd@(nd 0.35

A 2
<

The field open to psychical research was, then, very w1de~‘j and no;
one could say what were its limits. ) :
Professor Bergson asked, in conclusion, what would have ha@fyé"ﬁé&lo
if all our science, for three centuries past, had been directed towards
the knowledge of the mind, instead of towards that of matter—if,
for instance, Kepler and Galileo and Newton had been psychologists ?
Psychology, he said, would have attained developments of which
one could no more form an idea than people had been able, before
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Kepler and Galileo and Newton, to form an idea of our astronomy
and of our physics. Probably, instead of their being disdained &
priort, all the strange facts with which psychical research was con-
cerned would have been sought out minutely. Probably we should
have had a vitalist biology quite different from ours, perhaps also
a different medicine, or therapeutics by way of suggestion would
have been pushed to a point of which we could form no idea. But
when the human mind, having pushed thus far the science of mind,
had turned towards inert matter, it would have been confused as
to its direction, not knowing how to set to work, not knowing how
to apply to this matter the processes with which it had been success-
ful up till then. The world of physical, and not that of psychical,
phenomena would then have been the world of mystery. It was,
however, neither possible nor desirable that things should have hap-
pened thus. It was not possible, because at the dawn of modern
times mathematical science already existed, and it was necessary,
consequently, that the mind should pursue its researches in a direc-
tion to which that science was applicable. Nor was it desirable,
even for the science of mind, for there would always have been wanting
to that science something infinitely precious—the precision, the
anxiety for proof, the habit of distinguishing that which is certain
and that which is simply possible or probable. The sciences con-
cerned with matter could alone give to the mind that precision, that
rigour, those scruples. Let us now approach the science of mind
with these excellent habits, renouncing the bad metaphysic which
embarrasses our research, and the science of the mind will attain
results surpassing all our hopes.

At the conclusion of M. Bergson’s address,

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR rose and said:—It is not usual to follow our
President’s address with either commentary or discussion, but as an
old president of this Society I think I am probably translating your
secret thoughts when I take the opportunity in your name, without
asking your leave, to thank M. Bergson for one of the most interesting
—the most interesting and illuminating address which this Society
has ever received. Most of us know M. Bergson by reputation—who,
indeed, does not ?—but few of us have had an opportunity of hearing
him. Those of us who have had that opportunity to-night will leave
this hall congratulating themselves on the good fortune which has
brought them to this meeting, on an occasion which must be so pro-
foundly interesting to the whole future of our Society.
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THE CASE OF CHARLES P. BREWIN.

THE April number of the Journal of the American Society for
Psyechical Rescarch contains an interesting report of a case of
secondary personality, somewhat similar to the case of Ansel
Bourne (see Proc. S.P.R., Vol. VIL, p. 221). The subject in
this case was Mr. Charles P. Brewin, a merchant tailor of
Burlington, NJ. Mr. Brewin disappeared from home on Nov. 9,
1903, and nothing was heard of him for nearly four years.
On June 24 or 25, 1907, a trolley-car conductor, who had
lived as a boy in Burlington, saw Mr. Brewin in Plainfield, N.J.,
and spoke to him by name. Mr. Brewin, however, asserted
that his name was Johnson, and when a day or two later his
son and brother came to see him, he did not recognise them.
Several newspaper reporters also visited him, and he appeared
to be much worried and perplexed over the question of his
identity. On Sunday, June 30, 1907, Mrs. Dunn, in whose
house he was living under the name of Frank G. Johnson, went
out, and he was left for some hours alone. His restoration to
his normal self is described by Mrs. Dunn as follows:

.. . When I came home I rang the bell and saw him through the
curtain, staggering to the door. He opened the door and stood still
looking at me, and said: “ Who are you!” I said, “Don’t you
know me, Mr. Johnson?” He replied, “I never saw you before.”
I came in and he remarked: “Are you Mrs. Dunn, of Norwood
Avenue, Plainfield, New Jersey?” “Yes,” I said. “Do you live
here?” he further asked. “Yes,” I replied. He then said: “I saw
a tax bill on the table with that name on it and I found myself
here in a strange place. I do not know how I came here, but I
have been asleep and was suddenly awakened by the explosion of a
pistol, or gun, or cannon, close to my head. It startled me so that
I awoke out of this sound sleep. I jumped out of the chair and
had to support. myself by the table and chair. I had to sit down
again until this dizzy feeling, and finding everything strange about
me, went over. I could not find my hat or coat. I went out
and walked about to see if I could find any one I knew, but came
back with everything strange about me. If I could have found my
hat and coat I would have gone away. I was afraid to go and
look for them, thinking that people who lived here might return
and imagine I was a burglar.”
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“Well, who are you?” I asked, noticing that there was something
strange in his condition and behaviour. He replied: “My name is
Charles P. Brewin, merchant tailor of Burlington, N.J., and I’ can’t
understand how I came here to Plainfield. Do you know how I
came here? Do you know anything about it? Find my coat and
hat. I want to get off on the next train.” I then said, “You have
been sick and have been with me for some little time.” He replied,
“Oh, no. I left Burlington yesterday.” He complained of his head
being dizzy and that he could not collect his ideas, and urged me
to get his hat and coat, saying, “My wife will be terribly worried !”
This was the first time he had ever mentioned he had a family.
He went on: “I am not in the habit of staying away from home
at night.” “Well,” T said, “yon are in a strange place. I shall
go and find when the train goes and tell you. You wait and do
not try to get to Burlington until I get back.” He replied that he
would stay, and that he had been afraid to go prowling about the
house for fear he would be taken for a burglar.

The case is also described by Dr. Buchanan, the doctor who
knew Mr. Brewin as Frank Johnson, and was called in to see
him immediately after his return to normal consciousness. Dr.
Buchanan writes as follows:

September, 1907.

. .. To prepare my account, I would say that I have some
recollection of the excitement caused at the time of the disappearance
of Chas. P. Brewin from his Burlington home, the finding of certain
effects—a hat and note, I think—in a New York ferry boat, and the
fruitless attempts to locate him. My actual acquaintance with
Frank G. Johnson was formed on a professional visit to the lady
with whom he boarded, Dec. 7, 1905. He was introduced to me as
Mr. Johnson, seemed to be a perfect gentleman, quiet, unobtrusive,
and anxious to do what lay in his power to assist in the time of
need. I met him subsequently to this several times, sat in the
same pew with him in church and shared the same hymn book,
met him at his presser’s bench, where he was employed, at various
entertainments, on trolleys, etc.,, and have had many short con-
versations with him. As Frank G. Johnson, my opinion of him
was that of a quiet, unassuming bachelor, of a devoutly religious
turn, with no vices, and with sufficient money to supply his needs
and permit him to,extend a helping hand where needed, which he
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always did freely and generously. In short, I never for a moment
had a suspicion that Frank G. Johnson was any one but Frank G.
Johnson, a journeyman clothes-presser and tailor, and a gentleman.
So much for Frank G. Johnson. Thursday morning, June 27, my
father, Rev. J. C. Buchanan, formerly pastor of the Baptist church
at Pemberton, N.J.,, a town ten or twelve miles from Burlington,
c¢alled my attention to an item in the Philadelphia Press, to the effect
that Chas. P. Brewin had been found in Plainfield by a trolley con-
ductor named Alfred Woolman—Ilater known as a relative of a former
Sanday school scholar of Mr. Brewin—and identified as his proper
self; that his relatives had been summoned, but that to everybody
he positively denied his identity as Brewin, insisting his name was
Johnson. I told my father I knew a Johnson, and on my describing
him, he was satisfied that it must be Brewin, and later, on a trip down
town, he met Mr. A. L. Fone, Editor of the Daily Press, and made
further inquiries of him, and in turn gave him the information in
his possession. From this the reporters got hold of the case, and
from then on the life of Frank G. Johnson was one perpetual pester
and annoyance from this and other purely curious sources. [
mention this because I firmly believe it to be the cause for the
clearing up of the case. I am told by those intimately associated
with him, that from the time his brother and son first saw him
there began to show evidence of a mental struggle going on as to
whether his identity was what he claimed it to be. He would ask
his employer if he wasn’t Johnson, etc., and would brood and stew
over it till his head ached. To such a pitch did this worry extend,
that, on the Saturday evening previous to his awakening, his head
ached so and was so congested, that he was compelled to stay in
the store long after closing and keep quiet. In other words,
physical causes were awakening to clear up the fog of four years,
and the old areas of mental processes were again grasping after old
and familiar facts, under the stimulus of old ideas and faces, brought
to a brain acting under increased blood pressure and excitement.
So much for Frank G. Johnson. Sunday evening, June 30, 1907, I
was summoned by Brewin’s landlady, Mrs. Dunn, to come at once, as
Mr. Johnson had suddenly waked up and become Brewin. I went
at once, taking my father, who had known Brewin years before and
very intimately. Arriving at the house, I told my father to wait in the
hall, while I went in the kitchen, where I found him eating a bit of
bread and butter, with a cup of tea. I found him white and some-
what weak, but perfectly clear mentally. My first remark, «Well,
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Mr. Brewin, I see you have come to yourself at last,” elicited the
reply, ““ Who are you?” To my reply I added that I had a gentle-
man with me whom he probably knew. Calling my father in, Brewin
gave him one look, jumped to his feet saying, “ Mr. Buchanan, how
are you!” and greeted him cordially. We then went into the
parlour, and all sat down, where we tried to get him acquainted with
facts as they existed. But it was a hard job. Had it not been for
my father, who was the only one he knew as Brewin, and in whom
he had implicit confidence, I think nothing we said would have
been believed. He told us of his awakening as if by a pistol shot,
finding himself in a strange place, his fear of being thought a burglar,
ete., all of which data you already have, and repetition is useless
here. So, too, is a detailed account of many things that occurred
in the evening. To be brief, everything “Johnson” and all of
“Johnson’s” acts and acquaintanceships were gone, and Brewin was
back where he left off four years ago, and yet, note this, Brewin
was not clear on all points of Brewin’s past; the full clearing of
his brain came rapidly, fact by fact. Of the many interesting bits
I recall during that evening talk, were his insistence that he left
Burlington an evening or so before, and he must get back or his
wife would worry about him; his telling me of his membership in
the Burlington Lodge of Foresters; and his blank surprise when
told he had joined in Plainfield the previous March, and had a
policy made out to an Anna Johnson, his sister, for $1,000, all of
which had documentary evidence; his after failure to recognize the
dog he petted, the landlady he had boarded with two years, her son
with whom he had stock dealings, his garden that he had planted,
etc. About 10 pm. I saw he was getting tired, and I told him he
had better go to bed, and again I was amused at his asking where
to go. I took him to his room and he recognised nothing, asked if he
had slept there before, etc. He sat on the edge of the bed, put his
hand in his pocket and drew out a black pocket-book and said,
“Why, that isn’t mine, my pocket-book is red.” He disclaimed
ownership of the watch and chain he took off, which were not
the ones he had when he left (which he described, and which
description was the next day verified by his son), went to the closet
and recognized none of the clothes there, though he had worn them
all. He saw a card, on the bureau, of his present employer and asked
who that was. I told him it was the card of the lady by whom he
was employed, which didn’t please him, and he emphatically declared
he was a hoss tailor and worked for no women. I finally got him
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to bed, and he slept quietly till nine the next morning, awakening
clear in mind and with less distress in his head than he had had as
Brewin, four years before. Later in the day his brother and son came
on, The recognition was mutual and immediate, and later in the day
Brewin left for Pavonia to see the wife he left “the evening before,”
four years ago. After a week or so he came back with his wife,
and is filling out at the same bench the time he contracted for with
Miss Brown as Frank G. Johnson. His four years are a perfect
blank. He tells me he remembers nothing that took place, even
though he is again working in the same scenes of his last two years
as Johnson. His health is better, and he suffers less pain in his
head, though he cannot stand exposure to the sun. In short, his
employer has now working for her a Mr. Brewin, who is, with the
exception of a vastly improved mentality, the Frank G. Johnson,
and the said Brewin is quite as often addressed as Johnson as he is
as Brewin.

Of most of this interesting case you already have notes that
are copious and exact, and I need not repeat them here. I simply
want to add that the genuineness of the case is unquestionable.
Even now Brewin is having trouble in collecting back pension
due to him for the period of his existence as Johnson. The
prineipal facts that have struck me, psychical and physical, are
these :

1. The similarity between Johnson and Brewin in charaeter. Both
are identical—church-goers, quiet, unassuming ; neither smokes, drinks
nor swears; both enjoy and frequently take trolley rides for pure
pleasure, enjoy church fairs and are liberal patrons. Both have a
“hanker ” for minstrel shows. '

3. The retention in Johnson of all professional skill that Brewin
possessed in the matter of tailoring in all its aspects, and Brewin
was an expert tailor.

3. The retention by Johnson of much of the head distress, and
remedies therefor, that Brewin had, and since describes as having
had, as Brewin, for years. Johnson used peppermint constantly to
o0l his head, a favourite remedy of Brewin’s.

4. The absolute loss by Brewin of his store of memories of Brewin
that represented his life in every aspect, as I can analyze it, except as
stated in 1, 2; and 3.

5. The creation of Frank G. Johnson, with all it gives rise to-in
the way of query. When did Johnson evolve from Brewin? Why
was he Johnson and not Smith? Where did he get his stock of
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parents, relatives, etc., as Johuson? Who were the friends he had
since he was Brewin no more? etc.

6. And, finally, what is the physical basis? . . .

Look at the history: Increased blood pressure from worry and
thought as to his identity, finally severe headaches, a crack, and the
mind clears, and gradually, fact by fact, the whole past life of Brewin
returns and Brewin is himself again. But where did Johnson go?
For he has gone and his four years are gone, and a careful
examination yesterday (Sept. 21, ’07) shows no evidence of his
presence. :

As to the way in which Mr. Brewin spent the period of
his absence, the facts, so far as they can be ascertained, are as
follows: He left home on November 9, 1903 ; in April, 1905,
he came to Plainfield (ostensibly from New York), and applied
for work to Miss Brown, who kept a dyeing and pressing
establishment. “ When he came she did not like his looks,
and was reluctant to employ him, but in response to the desire
to let him show what he could do, she set him to pressing as
an experiment, and found him an excellent workman, and gave
him employment. . . . His work was satisfactory and regular.”
In October, 1905, he went to board with Mrs. Dunn. She
and several other people, who knew him at this time, describe
him as a man of “exemplary habits,” very quiet and regular in
his way of life. “He neither smoked nor drank.” He
frequently complained of headaches, and was said to have had
a “spell 7 in church, which was attributed to heart trouble. He
does not seem to have said much of his own antecedents. He
told Mrs. Dunn that

his father was an Englishman. He did not give his father’s full
name nor where he lived. But he said his father’s mother had married
a second time and be himself, Mr. Johnson’s father, did not like his
stepfather, and left home as a boy or young man and came to this
country. His father’s mother had frequently sent money to his father
from England. Hints here and there showed that his father lived in
the country, but no particular place was mentioned. . . . His father
married a second time after the death of his mother, the second wife
still living (in New York I understood) and had a daughter by her,
a stepsister, whom an insurance policy, taken out while he was
Johnson, named as beneficiary.
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This policy was taken out in the Foresters for $1,000, Mr.
Jrewin being already insured in this soeiety under his own
name. In his application as Frank G. Johnson he gave the
date of his birth as February 22, 1858, he stated that his
father had died at the age of 61 years as the result of a fall
from his horse, and that his mother had died at the age of 43
years of pneumonia. He named as his own trade that of mer-
chant tailor. In case of his death, the insurance money was to
be paid to Anna D. Johnson, aged 23.

These statements contain a curious mixture of truth and
falsity. Mr. Brewin was born on February 22, 1848, exactly
ten years earlier than the date given as that of Johnson’s birth,
his father died of pneumonia (not his mother, as stated by
Johnson), at the age of 47, his mother died at the age of 70
from old age. It is to Le noted that his mother survived his
father, and there is, therefore, no truth in the statement made
to Mrs. Dunn as to his father having married again and having
had a daughter, the stepsister mentioned in the insurance policy.
So far as is known, there was no such person as Anna D.
Johnson in existence. It is true that Mr. Brewin was a merchant
tailor, but Johnson, at the time when the insurance policy was
taken out, was working as a presser of clothes. The date of
the policy was February 15, 1907, only a few months before
Mr. Brewin’s return to normal consciousness.

It will be observed that Mr. Brewin came to Plainfield in
April, 1905, having left home in November, 1903. There is,
therefore, a period of nearly eighteen months to be accounted for.
As to what Mr. Brewin did during this period nothing has been
ascertained. He told Mrs. Dunn that he had worked for various
tailoring firms in New York. One of these declared that they
had never employed any such man ; there is no statement in the
report as to whether the other firms have been questioned.
Mr. Brewin also stated that he had known in New York a
Dr. Fithian, whom he had met in connexion with some mission-
ary work at a Baptist church in West 16th Street. It has not
been possible to find any one called Fithian connected with that
church during the period of Mr. Brewin’s supposed stay in New
York. A Mr. Fithian began to attend services there in the
summer of 1908, but he knew nothing of Frank G. Johnson.
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One other incident of interest has been noted in connexion
with Mr. Brewin’s restoration to his primary state of conscious-
ness. It was on the 24th or 25th of June, 1907, that the
question of “Frank Johnson’s” identity was first raised by the
trolley car conductor; in the course of the next few days, Mr.
Brewin saw (and failed to recognise) his son and his brother;
he was also interviewed by several newspaper’ reporters, On
Saturday night, June 29, 1907, he told Mrs. Dunn of a
dream he had in the store,

. . . that he had fallen asleep on the counter where he was press-
ing clothes. He dreamed that he was at Asbury Park and saw a
large boarding house. There was a piazza in front and the ap-
proach to it was a broad walk. The peculiar feature of the walk
was a tree growing up in the centre of it. . . . He said the dream
made an impression on his mind and he referred to it several
times that evening.

Sunday morning he told me he had had the same dream during
the night and repeated the details as before He said: “I believe
I could go to Asbury Park and find that house.” I said: “Of
course, it was all a dream, and the house does not exist.” But he
said it all seemed so real to him.

On Monday morning, July 1, 1907, after Mr. Brewin’s
return to his primary personality, Mrs. Dunn told him of
this dream.

He at once spoke up: “Did I tell you I dreamed that ? There
was just such a place as that. We went there several successive
summers. The proprietor was a man by the name of Brown. . . .”
He said: “It is the same name as yours,” referring to Miss
Brown [his employer at Plainfield]. . .. He then asked Miss
Brown if she would be so kind as to write to the man, giving the
number on Third Avenue, Asbury Park, and see if this was
correct. The son confirmed the fact that they had visited the
place described. }

The dream is interesting as marking the first re-emergence
of Mr. Brewin’s lost memories. It was perhaps the con-
nexion through the name Brown with his life as Frank
Johnson which caused this particular memory to be evoked.
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As to the circumstances which led to the loss of memory
Dr. Hyslop writes:

On questioning him I find that he had a sunstroke in 1865,
while in the war, and has always felt the effect of sunheat ever
since. He is more sensitive to it now than before his lapse of
normal personality. He ever afterwards had a pain in his head,
affecting the back part of it especially. He says he used to tell
his doctor that there was something ‘clodding’ his brain in the
back of his head. In 1879 he ... heard a sound like a pistol
shot in his head. He soon became dizzy, . . . he was examined by
a Mt. Holly physician who said the trouble was with his eye. .
Then a physician at a hospital finally told him he had a hemor-
rhage of a blood vessel in the left eye. . . . Probably it was the
bursting of this vessel that he had felt as a pistol shot.

Before he disappeared from home, his wife says, he had not been
able to attend to business. . . . Mrs. Brewin says he left home on
Monday morning, November 9, 1903. He had not been out of bed
for some time, but Sunday morning [November & 1903] he came
downstairs. . . . He got up the next morning and seemed nervous,
and left the house about 8 am. He said he was going to the
store. . . . Her daughter-in-law’s brother saw him in the station.

. That was the last that was known of him until they learnt
some days later that he had been seen crossing the ferry on the
Delaware river.

It is interesting to compare this account of the physical
conditions preceding Mr. Brewin’s lapse from his primary per-
sonality with those in the case of Ansel Bourne. Mr. Bourne
also had suffered from a very severe sunstroke, and he had
had, as a young man, trouble with his eyes and frequent
headaches. His experience at the time of his return to normal
consciousness is also not unlike that of Mr. Brewin.

On the morning of Monday, March 14th, about five o’clock, he
heard, he says, an explosion like the report of a gun or pistol,
and, waking, he noticed that there was a ridge in his bed not like
the bed he had been accustomed to sleep in. ... He felt very
weak, and thought he had been drugged. His next sensation was
that of fear, knowing that he was in a place where he had no
business to be. He feared arrest as a burglar. . .. [Proc. SP.R,,
Vol. VII. p. 231.]
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The two cases are also similar in the fact that there was
not an absolutely complete cleavage between the primary and
secondary personalities. The most noticeable points of dis-
similarity between the cases are:

(1) The lapse from the primary state of consciousness lasted
in the case of Ansel Bourne for only eight weeks, whereas in
Mr. Brewin’s case it lasted four years;

(2) The return to the primary state of consciousness was with
Ansel Bourne spontaneous, whereas with Mr. Brewin it was no
doubt hastened, if not wholly induced, by the car-conductor’s
recognition of him and the events consequent on this.

Dr. Hyslop was anxious to try some experiments in hypno-
tism, as were tried in the case of Ansel Bourne, with a view
to recovering “ Frank Johnson’s” lost memories, but this was
not allowed. It is unfortunate that there is no evidence at
all as to how Mr. Brewin spent the first eighteen months after
he left home. There does not, however, seem to be any reason
for suspecting fraud; there was no apparent motive for fraud,
and Mr. Brewin’s conduct from the time when he first came
under observation as Frank Johnson was such as to convince
all who came into contact with him of his complete
honesty.

In summing up the case, Dr. Hyslop says:

There is no special conclusion to be maintained, except that the
evidence, so far as it goes, tends to establish a genuine case of
secondary personality, with complete cleavage between the primary
and secondary states, in so far as self-consciousness and normal
memory are concerned, though there is as distinct evidence that the
mental contents of the two states sometimes interfused and sometimes
did not, the secondary state adding incidents that were not provably
a part of the normal memory.

In April, 1913, Mr. Brewin was reported to be still
perfectly normal and carrying on business on his own account.

H.pEG. V.
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

THE 123rd Meeting of the Council was held at 20 Hanover
Square, London, W., on Thursday, July 3rd, 1913, at
6 pm.; Mr. H. ArTHUR SMITH in the chair. There were
also present: Mr. Ernest N. Bennett, Mr. W. MDougall,
Mr. J. G. Piddington, Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, Dr. C. Lloyd
Tuckey, and Dr. V. J. Woolley; also Miss Alice Johnson,
Research Officer, and Miss Isabel Newton, Secretary.

The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council were read
and signed as correct.

Four new Members and eleven new Associates were elected.
Their names and addresses are given above.

The monthly accounts for May and June, 1913, were pre-
sented and taken as read.

PRIVATE MEETING FOR MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

THE 46th Private Meeting of the Society for Members and
Associates only was held in the Council Chamber at 20 Hanover
Square, London, W., on Thursday, July 3rd, 1913, at 4 p.m.;
Mr. W. M‘DoUGALL in the chair.

‘Mz. E. BurLoucH and Dr. V. J. WOOLLEY read a paper on
“The ‘Thinking’ Horses of Elberfeld,” Mr. Bullough describ-
ing the history of the case, and Dr. Woolley the experiments
which he and Mr. Bullough conducted. The following is an
abstract of the paper:

Mr. BuLLOUGH related how in 1890 a certain Herr von Osten
observed that a horse, which he used to ride and drive, responded
apparently intelligently to commands. He took up the idea of per-
fecting this rudimentary education. After a short period of training,
he succeeded in obtaining perfect responses to orders such as “stop,”
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“turn to the left,” * walk,” etc., and was able to drive his horse,
without touching the reins, along even the crowded thoroughfares
of Berlin. The success of this teaching suggested to him the idea of
putting his horse through a regular course of instruction, when the
horse, subsequently known as “Hans L.,” died.

In 1900 he bought a five-year-old Russian stallion, destined to
become “der kluge Hans,” who, as the result of a prolonged and
patient course of instruction, acquired a surprising proficiency in
elementary arithmetic and spelling. In September, 1904, public
curiosity having been aroused, a committee was formed to investigate
the case. This first committee was chiefly concerned with the
question as to whether any trick, in the sense of an intentional aid
on the part of the questioner, was responsible for the results obtained.
The conclusion arrived at by the committee was that no trick or
even unintentional sign was employed, but they reserved their opinion
as to the intellectual powers of the horse.

A further investigation was undertaken in October, 1904, by
Professor Stumf, together with Dr. von Hornbostel and Dr, Pfungst-
The result was to discredit Hans’s alleged intelligence. The
investigators concluded that the horse was guided in his answers
by a visual sign in the shape of unconscious movements of the head
on the part of the questioner, these movements being so small as
to have completely escaped the notice of the previous committee.

In 1905, however, von Osten came into contact with Herr Krall,
a jeweller of Elberfeld, who had never previously handled horses,
and was interested only in the scientific aspect of the matter.
After working with Hans, he became convinced that the animal
possessed genuine intelligence, and decided to try experiments of
his own. In 1908, therefore, he bought two Arab stallions, Muhamed
and Zarif, and began with them a systematic course of instruction, on
the lines of elementary school-teaching. Spatial relations, counting,
then addition and subtraction, the multiplication table (up to 12 x 12)
and division, date-reckoning, squaring and the extraction of roots,
reading and spelling (with a much simplified spelling table) were
successively explained and demonstrated. Mr. Krall is of opinion
that mere arithmetical performances are no satisfactory test of
intelligence, since it is well known that even mentally-deficient
human beings are capable of performing the most remarkable
calculating feats. He was, therefore, anxious to use arithmetic only
as an avenue to mutual understanding and as a basis especially
of spontaneous utterances on the part of the horses. He gives in
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his book several instances of such spontaneous utterances, and told
the investigators of others, which, granting the initial assumption
of intelligence, are certainly interesting in the highest degree.

The first step in the training of the horse is to “tame?” him, i.c. to
make him familiar with his master. The second and far more difficult
stage is to teach him to control his movements, so as to adapt them
to responsive expressions. This appears to be a step which some of
the animals find great difficulty in taking. Assuming that the horses
have a conception of number, as the investigators are inclined to think,
after some rather striking performances which they witnessed, this is
developed, at this stage of their education, in the form of movement-
images. The groom, who assists during this stage, takes the horse’s
right hoof and beats with it upon the stamping-board, while Herr
Krall counts aloud. Gradually the horse, gaining control and ander-
standing what he is to do, stamps on his own account.

With the help of a simplified spelling table the horses learnt to
spell, each letter being represented by a number. The association
between each letter and a certain number being once formed, the
spelling of words written on the blackboard was merely a matter
of memory. Something far more complicated, but at present inex-
plicable was achieved, when the horses began to spell out spontaneous
statements. After many fruitless attempts to teach the horses the
complicated Geerman orthography, Herr Krall finally left them to their
own devices, which produced a very erratic but sometimes ingeniously
phonetic spelling, e.g. sn for essen, gn for gehen, ete.

In the course of time, encouraged by the success he met with in
Muhamed and Zarif, Herr Krall attempted the education of other horses.
The most important of these was the blind Berto, a Mecklenburg
stallion of a charger type. His blindness was of special importance
to Herr Krall in view of the visual-sign theory. Tactile impressions
had to take the place of visual percepts in establishing the necessary
associations. The work of this horse is limited to elementary arithmetic;
he reacts to spoken problems, but will also answer simple questions
written on his flank. It was mostly with Berto that the investigators
worked during their stay at Elberfeld.

Dr. WooLLEY, after expressing his gratitude to Mr. Krall for the
freedom allowed to him and to Mr. Bullough in their experiments,
outlined the four possible explanations which the investigators had
to test. These were: (1) The horses might really possess the
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