Life as a Mormon
Excerpts of Ex-Mormon newsgroup Part 1


A series of short topics from our discussion groups on Mormon life.

1. Egocentric Thinking 

2. Letter to Lindsey who returned to Mormonism 

3. 2nd Letter to Lindsey 

4. Temple Marriage and exclusion of non-Mormon family members 

5. Being set apart for a "calling" 



Egocentric Thinking

Mormons (speaking in a general way) are masters at egocentric thinking. EVERYTHING in the history of mankind was preparatory to the restoration of the "True Gospel". I have heard this taught many a time. All the inventions of our latter times, from basically the printing press on, were inspired (indirectly) from Heavenly Father who is a master at the game plan . It is formal Mormon doctrine that even the establishment of these United States was to ensure a climate of religious tolerance where the Restored Gospel could come forth. Hey, man, didn't you know Nephi had a vision of Columbus discovering America? Egocentrism I just mentioned, and Mormonism also encourages assimilation - where you make the facts and the world fit your preconceived ideas (doesn't this perfectly sum up every Mormon apologist you've ever known??) instead of the more complex skill of accommodation, where you "take the challenge" and change yourself in response to the facts. Mormonism (thank you big brother) also does a bang-up job keeping people at the stage where they make decisions based on what an authority figure has told them to do, rather than helping them grow beyond that to the stage where decisions are based on moral autonomy, not governed by "rewards and punishments". 

Mormonism actively teaches its people to believe in their own Personal Fable (i.e., the adolescent idea that everything in their life has Cosmic Significance)... hence the evolution of the aforementioned idea: Mormons Are the Center of the Universe. (hey, that sounds like a title for a missionary lesson, doesn't it?) 

 Someone mentioned earlier that sometimes people get stuck in immature psychological schemes... yes, I agree totally, but what I think is really sad here, is that Mormonism seems to be designed to keep people at that stage forever. 

That's one of the pitfalls of believing that you've got an inside track on the secrets of the universe. Mormons are, in their eyes, a "peculiar people" who have been "chosen" to be "in the world but not of the world" so as to bring to pass "a marvelous work and a wonder." They're members of the spiritual elite. So when faced with inexplicable evil or just plain bad luck, they are naturally tempted to interpret in terms of their own eliteness. How many times as I was growing up did I hear -- always in the context of starving children in Asian or African dictatorships -- how lucky I was to be living as a Mormon in America, endowed with the truth and able to reside in God's own country? 



Letter to Lindsey who returned to Mormonism

Well this post makes my heart sad.. but I know you have to make your own choices in this life.. we can't make them for you.. I wish you the best... and will pray for your happiness.. 

 But... I will also save you a seat in here in case you come back... and I want you to know that there will never be any "I told you so's".. and that this is a safe place to return to if and when you need to... You will be loved here... 

When I first left the church I KNEW that it was a cult and I knew that I wanted out.. but once I got out I didn't have anything to hold on to... I turned to relationships, alcohol and many things that could have destroyed my life... 

At more than one point I considered going back to the church... I can remember saying to friends that I knew the church was not the TRUE church and that I didn't think there was ONE true church (still don't) but I missed and longed for the way of life that I had gotten so accustomed to... 

I missed the people who had grown to be my family through the years.. I missed the hugs and the feeling that I was someone "special"... someone set apart for God's work... 

I missed having my life FULL of activities and events that kept me feeling useful and content.. 

I missed being around people that "looked" so spiritual. I missed the Proud feeling that I got when I listened to the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and knew that we were in this together.. I liked the general "feeling" of being in the chapel... listening to the talks and crying when friends came home from their missions.. 

I liked the social events, the young adult conventions, working with the missionaries and having them over for dinner... 

There were so many good things about the church that I missed and longed for that I didn't find initially anywhere else when I left the church, that I almost went back.. 

Almost. 

I would never tell you not to go back Lindsey.. You need to do what you need to do to find happiness... I have a great friend who always says "it takes what it takes"...... and I don't know but I remember your posts and you used to see some things as unacceptable that you now seem to accept for some reason.... I know you said you did not want to discuss this and I I'm not asking you to do that.... I thought it took a lot of courage to write your letter... I have wondered what happened to you... I'm glad you let us know your choice... 

But... I just hope you are not basing this choice on a "feeling" you have inside.. A "feeling" is the wrong reason to leave the church and a wrong reason to go back... Feelings really can influence you to do, say, act and think things that you never would have otherwise if you had been basing your life on the reality of the situation, facts, logic and genuine faith. 

Well.. I just wanted to tell you that you will be missed but also wanted you to know that your Lindsey chair is here... and I will keep it warm. 

I have been out of the church 13 years... and you know, I have screwed up so many times since then.. making ridiculous choices and waffling on what I really believed and wanted from life... but I am finally getting to the point of finding some genuine personal happiness and inner peace... I believe the Mormon church can do such damage to a person that sometimes it takes years to unravel all the lies and heal the scars left by all the deception.. 

And I know it would have been easier just to have gone back.. 

Thank GOD I didn't. 

I will pray for your happiness Lindsey. 

shirleyjean 



2nd Letter to Lindsey

I've been mulling over Lindsey's post since I first read it this afternoon. It's been turning around in the corners of my mind even as I didn't realize I was pondering it, as I exercised to a sweat, moving to Sam Phillips, the ex fundamentalist who put so many of my unspoken exMormons angst to song. How should I react to this, I wondered.... how should I feel for Lindsey? 

 Now I'm putting the "shoulds" to bed, and going to turn out the light on them, Lindsey, and anyone else on the edge of returning to Mormonism, and just tell you my honest feelings. They may not be politically correct, but they come from my heart, out of concern for someone to whom I felt a connection. 

I'm glad that you were honest with us, that you took the hard road, risking the flames as you left. I'm particularly glad that you have not demonized us in leaving, and that you are still grateful to Eric for providing this forum of support for us, even if it was transitionary for you. 

I'm also afraid for you - afraid of the mental road you may have taken to get to this point, and afraid of the emotional trials that may await you. 

The mental road... it's hard for me to understand how people can continue to have faith in the Mormon gospel after reading all that is available on Mormon history here on the net. I know what I had to do in the short time I remained an active Mormon after discovering basic issues of fraud such as the various versions of the first vision, the deception surrounding the oftimes morally repugnant practice of polygamy, and the current patronizing attitude of leaders who would hide these issues from the flock, to say nothing of the complete lack of any physical evidence supporting the basic premise of the Book of Mormon, the cornerstone of this religion. 

I had to perform what I now call "mental gymnastics". That means that I turned somersaults and handstands in my mind trying to rationalize it all. For instance, I'd say, "well, maybe the different versions of the first vision are just due to Joseph understanding the same experience in a different way at various stages of his life." FLIP - (I had to flip because I knew, deep down, that changing interpretation of an event will NOT change the basic event itself - for example, who appeared and what they said.) Or, I'd say "well, the church doesn't pretend that prophets are perfect, maybe Joseph and Brigham were wrong on this one issue of polygamy, and it was due to the weakness of men that it was mishandled, not the weakness of the revelatory process"... FLOP - (I flopped because I knew that Brigham and the other early prophets often said that polygamy was the crowning glory of the gospel, and that early members would be as shocked by a church without polygamy as current members would be as shocked by a church without the temple) I'd say "well, the leaders are just giving us milk before meat, to protect us from learning that which we are not prepared to handle". SOMERSAULT - (I had to turn every which way because I knew in my heart, although I had not yet learned this lovely phrase to capture it, that Truth Should Be Able to Withstand Scrutiny). 

The mental gymnastics were taxing, indeed... emotionally as well as physically and intellectually. When an individual has to work very hard to KEEP from thinking certain "verboten" thoughts, that individual expends a tremendous amount of psychic energy doing so, energy that is drained from otherwise dealing with and enjoying life fully. We need ALL our energy and wits to deal with REALITY, we can't afford to expend any in keeping the mental wolves at bay, not without great cost, at least. 

The emotional trials that may yet await you frighten me in your behalf. Maintaining belief and allegiance to an organization that teaches you to continually monitor your behavior, to continually measure yourself, to attain perfection by running on an endless gerbil wheel is exhausting. Maintaining a balance between patriarchy and your inborn instinct and desire to be treated with as much respect as a man is exhausting. Maintaining self respect while declaring allegiance to an organization that teaches homosexuals are sinners because of the nature with which they were born, or that minorities may have been fence sitters in the pre-existence, that had to erase the words "white and delightsome" from the book they call sacred scripture, that programs our daughters to choose marriage and motherhood above all else, even their own talents and desires that might lead them away from those events, that makes men feel responsible for the eternal salvation of their entire family, to say nothing of the economic survival of that unit as well, that teaches its young people that simple self-exploration and self-pleasuring is a "sin" that needs to be confessed to prurient older men, that counsels its people to remain married even in abusive situations... maintaining self respect is difficult in the face of these facts which cry out of basic injustice to everyone concerned. Discrimination and patriarchy damages ALL of us, the perpetrators as well as the victims. 

I'm not going to pretend that I am happy for you, Lindsey. I'm not. I'm scared for you, and the price you may one day have to pay for your leap of faith. 

I dedicate this song of Sam Phillips to Mormonism - 

 baby I can't please you I can't please you 
oh baby 

 every time you start to criticize 
I can see the misery in your eyes 
you say I make your pain 
you're trying to turn the blame all around you 

 baby I can't please you 

 you take the words I say and make them mean 
everything they don't baby you're obscene 
you don't listen you don't hear 
you're blinded by the fear that surrounds you 

 I know you say love when you mean CONTROL 
you BUY the TRUTH and your heart is cold 
so you live in shadows 

 you try to tell the world how it should spin 
but you live in terror with the hollow men 
who stun you with their lies 
with fever in their eyes as they drown you 

 baby I can't please you I can't please you 

 I have no idea of whether or not a god exists at all, but there is one thing of which I'm sure... if there is a god, he is not the resurrected perfect white man with many wives who watches our every move to see if we are good enough to repeat the magic words and get in the clubhouse and condemns those who do not believe in the right story.... no god could be that small. 

As I left Mormonism, my oldest sister, who had read much of the same information that I was reading and who had a similar crisis of faith and told me she would also leave were it not for her family, decided to stay within the church. She worked hard to be able to believe, in spite of everything she knew. She acts now as if she does believe... 

she has also struggled with serious depression for all these years as well. 

Lindsey, I'm not saying these words to flame or attack you , but just as you felt it would be cowardly to go out silently, so I feel it would be cowardly not to say what I truly feel. 

I wish you that which doesn't seem possible for most Mormons that I know or have known - a life full of self respect and peace. 

Tracy M 



Temple Marriage and exclusion of non-Mormon family members

A question by a non-Mormon," But, I don't understand why, from a parents point of view, the "sealing" ceremony cannot just be ignored as a childish aberration and a real wedding held as in any normal family. Am I missing the boat? The real wedding would have all the real friends and family. The "sealing" ceremony would have those other people and be irrelevant to her real life." 

 Answer 
Because if you are involved in the church enough to get a temple recommend, the church IS your real life. 

Trying to down play the importance of the sealing is virtually impossible. The General Manual of Instructions (the Bishop's handy how-to guide) discourages ANYTHING that takes away from the sealing. A couple that gets married by their bishop outside the temple is going to have a ceremony that would make a Las Vegas drive through wedding look like the royal wedding of Charles and Diana. 

Mormon chapels are incredibly bland, they are the Motel 6 of churches. Attempts to even have what the "world" thinks of as a wedding would be almost impossible. 

I have good friends that were married by a catholic priest and a Methodist minister. The two clergy got together and worked out a really nice ceremony to honor the different religious backgrounds of the couple. In fact the groom's dad was the minister, and the brides cousin was the priest so they were especially motivated to cooperate. Whenever Mormon bishops are asked to do something similar they refuse. Their approach has always been the same in every case of which I am aware......"we have the truth, we are right, we shouldn't have anything to do with those that are not right". The idea of any type of ecumenical cooperation is anathema to Mormon clergy. They perceive cooperation or even consideration as a weakness. If you doubt that look at what they do for non-member parents when their kids are getting married. 

They usually let them sit in a room inside the temple ( it is important to know that it is usually just inside the door and before the patrons have to show their recommends to get into the temple proper). The room is usually pretty plain; a few religious pictures and perhaps a flower arrangement. There will be copies of the BofM and some copies of the church magazines. After a few words of greeting the parents are "allowed" to sit quietly for the next couple of hours. Imagine the feelings of those parents....sitting in a lobby, cut off from the most important day in their child's life. Knowing that others are witnessing the marriage of their kids while they are not only left out but treated as though they should just accept that they are not allowed to witness their own child's marriage. Because they are going to make a big deal out of promises to not reveal things learned in the temple, the parent's questions about what happened will be answered with "I can't tell you" 

 Any attempt to ameliorate the pain of the parents will be seen as weakness. After all when you are SO right you have a right to treat people like shit because maybe then they will realize how right you are and want to follow you. 

If your daughter is saying she will not get married without you....there is a sad truth you need to examine NOW. If that is her stance she really only has two choices. At some point she will either have to accept that her marriage is not what it is supposed to be , that it is somehow lesser. She will have to accept that her children will NOT be "born in the covenant", that her kids will sit in primary and mutual and know that their mom and dad didn't do what god really wants them to do, which for most Mormons is pretty hard to do. Or she will have to tell you that she is getting married in the temple and that you will not be allowed to be there. She will then tell you that this might be a chance for you to investigate and join so that you can all be a family through out eternity. What will be hard for you to comprehend is that she is repeating almost word for word what her leaders told her when she explained the situation. 

All in all that is a really long winded (sorry I know I'm starting to rant) way of saying if she is true to you the church will punish her and her family and if she is true to the church you will suffer. Knowing that that is the only possible outcome before it happens may be a way of getting her to see what she is getting into. GET OUT NOW. 

I'm sorry that this is so long winded. It is a sensitive spot. I have finally after leaving begun to recognize how much I hurt my own parents when I listened to the church. The years have passed, that relationship is over, my dad is gone, my mom still hurts. It is so hard to imagine how easy it was to get wrapped up in all the church's reasons for me to behave in ways that I now find reprehensible. I look at my own behavior and wonder who I was. I think I know myself, but I can't imagine doing the things that I did with no thought other than "I am right...this is what god wants". I remember how easy it was to go from "Of course I'll never get married without my family" to thinking that the members of the church WERE my family. 

Steve 
  



Being set apart for a "calling"

Yeah, I know all about that so called inspiration. About three years ago my name was put before a stake conference for a sustaining vote for a stake calling. As with tradition, several other names were also announced for various callings and some were sustained as new elders and one or two to be ordained high priests. It was further announced that all that were to be ordained or set apart should meet in the high council room after the conference for the blessings. 

When the time came for me to be set apart, this responsibility fell to the second councilor in the stake presidency. Up to this point I always believed that this blessing came directly from God and the person speaking was only the mouth to vocalize what God wanted to say to me directly by his servant. 

 Much to my surprise, while under this second councilors hands and with a bishop assisting, I was given the Melchizedek priesthood and set apart to the office of an elder. Now I happened to be a high priest. I didn't quite know what to do so I sat there while this priesthood holder proceeded to give me a wonderful blessing, directly from God (?). 

When he finished, I turned around to him and looked up and said to him that I already held the priesthood. I was there to be set apart to a stake calling. He was thoroughly embarrassed, as were others in the room. He then mildly chastised me. He said, "why didn't you stop me?" I told him that I really didn't know what to do so I figured I would wait till he was finished. 

 He then started over again and set me apart to my calling. My blessing wasn't as good as the first time as I recall, so much for inspiration or revelation. This incident started me seriously thinking about the so called divine inspiration to our church leaders. 

 Terry 



Life as a Mormon
Excerpts of Ex-Mormon newsgroup Part 2


A continuing series of short topics from our discussion groups on Mormon life.

1. "Hi, I am your home teacher," a.k.a. Invasion of privacy 

2. Mormon Priesthood abuse 

3. Baseball baptisms of the 1960s 

4. Teaching Blacks in South America prior to 1978 

5. Follow the Brethren 

  

"Hi, I am your home teacher," a.k.a. Invasion of Privacy

Being raised in the church, I hardly noticed that my privacy was being invaded because it happened as a matter of course over the years. It wasn't really until I stopped attending church that I could stand back and say, "Wait a minute," and think things through a little. 

At 8 years old, I had the usual baptismal interview (alone) with the bishop. At 12, it was an interview to go to the temple, and there were the usual "personal progress" meetings year by year as a teenager. And the interview for admission to BYU. So, growing up in the church, I was "conditioned" to let those in authority into every corner of my life, probably in preparation of doing so throughout adulthood--which is something I didn't twig to while in the church, trying to be an obedient little chicken. I was conditioned, year by year, to think it a *privilege* to be interviewed. Even the interview for getting the patriarchal blessing seemed a privilege, though in hindsight, that bit of Mormon Channeling should have been a service to me and I was made to feel I was privileged that God's Medium was talking to me. In short, it was never about *ME*. It was about living up to someone else's expectations. 

I was conditioned from childhood on to take as gospel every suggestion whether it was doctrine or culture...meaning, in the scriptures or just part of Mormon tradition. You don't know it's dysfunctional and unhealthy until you're out of it--at least, I didn't. I *sensed* it at the Y when I was finally out of the "womb" (home ward) and surrounded by strangers. That's when I began having problems. As long as my stake president was also my dentist, and I baby-sat for the bishop, life was comfy. Those invading my life were family, so it didn't feel bad. But BYU...ugh. 

Someone asked for BYU experiences. The first thing that struck me was walking around campus and having bright-eyed, hypnotized-looking fellow students say, "Hi!" to me like demented Barbie/Ken automatons. "Why are you talking to me? I've never seen you before in my life and never will again." The second thing that struck me was that, within three months, countless co-eds in Snow Hall (my dorm) had gone through candlepassings. Now, these are supposed to be terribly happy times (sort of like a variation on the intro credits to "My Best Friend's Wedding," honoring The Girl Who's Gotten The Gold Ring At Last), but for me they caused nothing but bewilderment. I was the daughter of converts, I knew next to nothing about the traditions at Temple Tech. I was there to get a degree, not to get engaged. 

Anyway, a candlepassing occurs when the girl gets the ring. She tells her head resident about the engagement and a sign is posted on the door into the dorm saying, "Candlepassing tonight at 7:00," or whatever. At that time, all interested parties gathered in the common area upstairs. A candle was lit by the head resident, with the ring tied to the support. The lights were turned out, and the candle was passed from girl to girl until, after the suspense supposedly became too much, the girl blew it all and we all descended on her, squeeling our excitement and congratulations. After witnessing two of these things, I bowed out. 

Other experiences. Being asked FIVE TIMES to marry someone I'd known less than a month. Five different guys. Shelving Ken Russell (borderline porn producer) books in the BYU library, and wondering why these weren't locked up as "Must ask to see" books, when the sweet little novel "The Dracula Tapes" were. (What, one's art and one's entertainment with fangs? Dunno.) 

The constant bombardment of religious meetings--firesides and ward activities and charity performances (I sang)--in addition to the classes and workload (honors program) nearly did me in. At the same time, I was trying to pass self-taught math classes with little counseling as I hadn't time to go to the labs. It got to the point where just reading the BoM again for the required religion class made me sit in the middle of the bed and cry because I kept thinking, "I've read this on Sundays, I've read this in Seminary, I'm reading this now, I'll read parts of it again this Sunday, and hear parts at endless firesides and meetings until doomsday, but WHERE IS MY TESTIMONY!!!" I cracked under the pressure of everything, I think. Of being Mormon 24-hours a day at 17 years old, when 1) my father was telling me to get a degree in anything I wanted, 2) BYU tradition was telling me that didn't matter; what mattered was getting to the damned candle passing, 3) the church had me all of the time. 

It was too much. It felt very wrong, and I can't even tell you all of the reasons why. I fled back home to Flagstaff and finished up at Northern Arizona University--much happier and more relaxed. No one ever asked why I came home: I suppose they assumed the worst. I didn't know to care at the time. With hindsight, perhaps they thought I'd been kicked out for immorality or something. But about the same time I went home, I stopped attending all meetings, and never went back. So...I suppose that going to BYU made me leave Mormonism. 

For me, the upshot is that some people don't mind being told what to do every moment of their lives. Others do. The total invasion of my life finished things for me. In the end, getting married in the temple to someone I didn't love just wasn't worth it. 

Kim 



Mormon priesthood and abuse

As I see it, the Church has a number of problems dealing with these kinds of issues which are *inherent* the Mormon culture. The leaders and members are engaged in "magical thinking." They believe if they preach against abuse they have actually *done* something, when in fact all they have done is talk. But it allows everyone to feel better, which is exactly what should *not* happen. 

 Mormons generally don't deal well with "difficult" emotions like anger and sexual arousal. They are taught to suppress them and pretend they are not there or are not there in the intensity that they are. At best you get the member who smiles while expressing anger in all kinds of indirect ways. (I wonder how many of the Church's policies and programs, such as Strengthening the Members, are also based on anger in the guise of "helping"? Check out how many of J.S.'s "revelations" are essentially "venting" and verbally abusing the membership in general if not someone in particular.) At worst you get the member who is "righteous" in public and beats the hell out of his wife or sexually abuses his kids in private. 

Because the leaders suppress feelings and free discussion of troubles, they lack empathy and encourage a church culture that lacks empathy as well. This means that victims do not get a hearing and do not get protection. To think you could be threatened with excommunication for pursuing justice in the Church is outrageous. It means that abuse is more likely to occur. It is difficult to abuse someone you empathize with. It is also difficult to head off potential abuse by being able to talk in depth about anger and frustration. 

These things cannot be discussed in secret. The culture of secrecy in the Church *encourages* abuse. The issues must be discussed and acknowledged publically and anyone who has been abused in the Church or by the Church *deserves* to be heard in public by the Church. For me, that might mean every once in awhile everyone sits through a very uncomfortable fast Sunday while a victim of abuse gets heard. It means that abusive members get help and are monitored by the entire congregation and the congregation shares responsibility for helping him change or for kicking him out. It means the congregation protects victims and helps rehabilitate (if possible) abusers. 

Robert 



Baseball Baptisms of the 1960's

... I would recommend as an absolute must read, the article by D. Michael Quinn: "I-THOU VS. I-IT CONVERSIONS: THE MORMON BASEBALL BAPTISM ERA," Sunstone, Dec 1993, Volume 16:7. We both served in the same London area mission, he from about late '63 to late '65 and me from Feb'65 to Mar '67. Basically what happened was the church in England and other areas of Europe, began a church sponsored baseball program to involve local youth. What began as an admirable way to involve youth and hopefully their parents, in intercity baseball leagues, deteriorated into a shameful quest for convert acquisition. Parents were being asked to sign permission slips to have their kids baptized and being told it was really nothing more than parental permission to play ball. This all took place primarily from the late 1950's to the early 1960's. 

First pres counselor Henry D. Moyle, who was in charge of church construction and the missionary program, is generally credited with the program. Also it was, at least for a time, wholeheartedly embraced by the GA's. N. Eldon Tanner, then as ass. to the 12, presided over the French East Mission and all of the British missions at the height of the program. In Oct 1961 general conference, he stated: "We are baptizing enough new members every two months to create a stake of more than 2,500 people." 

 The pressure on missionaries to achieve quotas, was enormous. Missionaries who had been hailed as an "Alma" of one month, were derided and publicly chastised for not being able continue with the same statistics. Young missionaries who had left home dreaming of being the source of a spiritual intimacy between God and some foreign convert, were being compelled to view converts as more of a commodity acquisition. The pleas of disenchanted young missionaries to their leaders that "...this isn't right," fell mostly on deaf ears. 

 About 1963, the negative effects of the baseball program were becoming apparent and Moyle was relieved of his duties in the first presidency. He died "...of a broken heart as a result of it," according to his fellow counselor, Hugh B. Brown. 

 When I arrived in England in early 1963, the baseball program had pretty much been dropped. We referred to the missionaries who participated in it as "'nipper floggers." Some though, such as Quinn, were left with what was for them a depressing and gut-wrenching task; ex-communicating hundreds of people while trying to undue a mess created by misled young missionaries who were only trying to be obedient the instructions of their leaders. For the genuinely idealistic, those who truely thought of themselves as an "instrument" in God's hands to bring some sort of eternal light to another's life, being cast as an executioner of eternal life, was a painful paradox of purpose. 

These days, most of us who read these postings would welcome such an opportunity - and not without Damn good reason. But back then, when we were so easily convinced of the rightness of _The Church_, and the importance of our cause, we unknowingly allowed ourselves to be abused by those we trusted as being "inspired of the Lord." At least former sec of state McNamara had the backbone to admit his massive mistake in Viet Nam. Such admissions of error on not only this, but so many, many inaccuracies and flaws of the past, seem to be beyond the humbleness of the LDS leaders. 



Teaching Blacks in South America prior to 1978

Does anyone have access to the "Lineage Lesson" published by the LDS church (in Portuguese) and used by missionaries in Brazil during 1975-77? I was a missionary in Brazil during this time and feel that this "discussion" will provided valuable insight into the pre-revelation doctrines on Blacks and the priesthood. [Blacks were allowed the priesthood in 1978] 

 This lesson was printed by the church; it was not a mission publication. It was the same size (approx. 5X8) as the other discussions and had pre-punched holes and clipped in with the other discussions; I think it was printed on orange stock paper; each discussion was printed on a different color of paper. This lesson was known as the "Lineage Lesson" to those of us who spoke English. 

 As I am sure you a aware, Brazil was an interesting place to be a missionary during 1975-77. I was the mission accountant in charge of accounting for the moneys received in the mission (we were a real mission at that time with branches reporting to us). I accounted for the money collect fro tithes and offerings and for money to build the temple. I was personally responsible for a 20,000 cruzerio contribution taken from money made in cashing checks for the mission on the black market. (This is what the prior mission accountant said I was supposed to do with the extra money.) 

My mission president was Helio da Rocha Camargo. I loved the way he signed his name. He had a real problem with Blacks and the Priesthood. One day he ran into my office and showed me a picture of a Black man sitting at a desk. The picture was printed on newspaper and he had folded the top of the paper and the caption so I couldn't see anything about the paper or the man pictured. He asked me in an excited but very agitated voice, "Elder Oeste, Would you baptize this man? Would you even approach him to teach him the gospel?" I didn't know what was going on. He was very upset and I at first thought that he was mad at me. I said, "No President, I would only teach him the gospel if he insisted and would only baptize him if he was taught and accepted the discussion on the priesthood". You see, we could not actively seek out those who were Black or even partially Black and we had to teach the lineage lesson to those that insisted on becoming members. President Camargo recognized that I had given him the standard answer. He unfolded the newspaper, revealing a copy of the Church News with a picture of a new Bishop from Tonga. He then asked me, "How can this man be a Bishop when he is Blacker than most Brasilians?" He then told me why he was so upset. He showed me his hand. He showed me how the top of his hand was darker than the palm of his hand. He told me to look at his hair and notice how curly it was. He told me to look at his facial features. (These were the three areas we had been instructed to look for signs of being Black - Injo Africano). He told me that he didn't know his racial background for sure but he suspected he was partially Black. 

I taught the lineage lesson once to the nicest elderly lady and her daughter. They accepted it and were baptized. I also taught it once to a young man who also accepted it. It wasn't that hard to teach or accept due to two factors: 1) women couldn't have the priesthood and we didn't teach about the temple so it didn't seem like it affected them, 2) most of our investigators where from a Catholic background where the average member couldn't have the priesthood either. 

I am not really sure after 20 years what was in this lesson. This is why I am trying very hard to find a copy of it. I had it until about five years ago when I started to question my life-long faith. I threw it away, along with the other discussions both in English and in Portuguese and the notebook sized flip charts that went with them. I believe it described the condition at the war in heaven and described those of Black
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A continuing series of short topics from our discussion groups on Mormon life.

1. Not letting go of Mormonism 
2. A woman giving up dreams as written by her father 

3. Mormon Royalty 
Not letting go of Mormonism

Sometime last week someone posted a comment from a TBM [True Believing Mormon] who taunted us as a group for being "unable" to let the church go. The implication I read into the comment was that he accused us of still believing in Mormonism in our heart of hearts and that our on-going participation in exmo/postmo was evidence of that. 

I've given that some thought and wanted to post a few reasons why I stay, why Mormonism still interests me and am interested if any of you feel the same as I do, or may have other reasons. 

1) SELF-DISCOVERY. I spent over 30 years in the church. I want to know how and why I was so duped. The study of the methodology of how the church recruits and retains its members fascinates me. I consider myself a pretty open minded person and am interested in the process in which I was sold this miserable bill of goods. 

2) IT'S PART OF MY HISTORY. Before me, 5 generations of "cradle to grave" Mormons were a part of the history of the church. I felt as much a Mormon as a Jew might feel Jewish, or a native American might feel native American. To objectively study the history of the church through the early writings such as JOD, HC, and the D&C is just plain interesting to me. I find it entertaining reading and had never questioned the material I read. 

3) NEW FRIENDSHIPS - I was telling Robin the other night at dinner that if I had to name my twenty closest friends in the world, the majority of them would be from this list. Good friends are hard to find and I feel like I have hit the mother load. It still hurts just a bit to realize that my belief in the church was the basis for some of my old "friendships". 

4) VALIDATION - Remember what we used to do every fast Sunday? We would stand in front of a crowd, our lips would quiver and we would tell everyone we knew the church was true. We watched others do the same and it gave us strength. Without the support of this group I would probably be living the lie, going to church, pretending to believe just to keep my family and culture intact. The web of the church is very strong and seeing such bright, caring, wonderful people such as yourselves come to the same conclusions I have, independent of each other, validates how I feel every day. 

5) PAY BACK TIME - As I was first leaving the church, I was weak and timid. Several of you reached out and offered me support and encouragement. I feel like I owe that same kind of encouragement to the many others who are just now leaving as well as the ongoing support of those of you who are firmly out. 

I guess that about does it. I don't stay because I think the church might be true underneath it all and anyone who thinks that is waaaaaay out to lunch. 



A young woman Mormon convert giving up her dreams

Eric K wrote:
..snip..
I allowed it to happen. I believed others, church leaders, had more knowledge about what was good for me than what I did. I gave up my dreams.
..snip..

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The father comments: Ouch! This hurts. This is EXACTLY what millions of LDS children are doing to their lives. My daughter did the same. We are totally NON-Mormon, never were, and our daughter is totally Nazi-TBM. We sent her through 6 years of one of the best medical schools in the country. And she let Mormons convince her to take one calling after another at the "Institute", until her grades dropped so far she had to change majors. They didn't know what she was sacrificing (and we sacrificed) to be at all their meetings, play piano at all the sacraments, spend 6 hours in church on Sunday, etc. etc. etc. She even gave 10% of the money we gave her for school and living expenses to the church. When we found out and cut the allowance, she stopped eating. 

She still got out with two degrees despite her own attempts to "not succeed". We put her through 2 more years of graduate school (still not done) and got her a teaching credential, too. But she still believes that these "Brethren" know what is best for her. She is excelling as a school teacher even though the church has dumped multiple callings on her and she is busy every night with home teaching and one meeting after another. She also teaches Primary. 

She was in love with a brilliant man who was on his way to a successful life. The church told her to dump him for a more worthy priesthood holder. She did. Now, she has been married 4 months and is pregnant. Her husband left college this week to take a job his dad set up for him. He makes less than she does. He said he will not let her work after the baby is born, and that his parents will always have work for him. He said his dad will either promote him or get him a better job with one of his friends later this year. They don't see anything wrong with this picture. He has no work experience except with dad. 

We want to be happy for her and the baby, but all we see are crushed dreams. She hasn't even been married long enough to know if the marriage is right and now she is trapped in it with a pregnancy. She tries to tell us that since his job was there when they "needed it", the time is right to be pregnant. "It's a sign from Heavenly Father." But, she is not happy about losing her career. She has dropped from the Master Degree program she was in, and has already turned down assignments at school that would have gotten her more money. She only told the principal about it three weeks ago and is already being treated like dead wood. 

The impact of it all on her is starting to sink in. She stopped as she was leaving last week and cried on my shoulder. She is worried that her child won't have all the nice things in life she always dreamed of providing. Her husband didn't know what to do. He has been under pressure by his family to have a child right away, because his brother and sisters are all expecting at the same time. They were leaning on him to demonstrate his commitment. Well, they got it. 

We asked why they weren't using birth control. She said "he would not accept" any control except the rhythm method. Duh! That's like none at all. He made some lame comment and she stunned him by shouting that it was "his fault", she said she told him it was the wrong day. Well now she has what she wanted all her LDS life. Her dreams are lost. Every minute of every day of her life demands more and deeper commitment to HIS Mormon family and the church. 

Any last remaining hopes we had for her to reach some professional milestone, a rewarding career and independence are gone. Oh, we're still proud of her, just terribly disappointed and disheartened. Not at the baby, but the total control the Mormons have of her life. We'll be happy grandparents, and love the child. But, it is just another way the Mormons let us know they have won and we have lost ... that is what saddens us. 

I know my daughter will do well in any situation. Because you see, before they brainwashed her, she _was_ my daughter. She has my determination and resiliency in her soul. Inside, she is too smart for them. She just has to realize it and recover her self esteem before they drain all life out of her. It is that fire that I still see in her eyes that she will give her child. Every time I think they have sucked all the spirit from her, I see a gleam. We are ALL victims in this trap. The only enemy is the church and its leaders. 

Sorry for the long rant. It's this "follow the commandments", "listen to the Prophet", "safety in the church" crap that blocks out logic and reason. Allowing it to happen, to control their lives, that is the sad part. 

The sun will come up again tomorrow, just like it did today. Life goes on. 

--BT ("Turn your face to the sun, and the shadows fall behind you."-Proverb) 

"Life is what happens while you make other plans." --John Lennon 

Mormon Royalty

Our family has moved a fair amount as a result of job promotions involving relocations to other cities. One of the things that we have noticed is that each ward and stake has it's own royalty as well as a middle class and of course the "less fortunate fringe". When you move into a strange ward, you are quickly classified into one of the groups and there is little chance of ever being elevated to another group although downgrading is possible. Any outward indication or confession of a personal or family problem justifies immediate downgrading. To achieve royalty status, one needs to have at least several of the following traits in their favor: 

1. Personal Wealth (tithing numbered in minimum 5 digits preferred) 
2. Pedigree (Descendants of polygamous ancestors) 
3. University Education (BYU grads score top points here) 
4. Professional status (Doctors, dentists, lawyers, or Church Education System...CES types can be forgiven their lack of wealth) 
5. Utah like grooming and accent
6. Large gregarious family
7. Evidence of embarrassing fully Mormon culture...language, tardiness, music, dress standards, FHE
8. Relatives or at least friends in high places
9. An LDS Track record: Mission, temple marriage, etc. 
10.Absolutely no hint of being a real person with real problems
11.the ability to sound incredibly sincere and to bring tears to your eyes almost at will 

The Mormon Middle class may have some of the traits of Mormon Royalty, but are marred with such horrible defects as: 

1. Witnessed drinking cola in public
2. Rooted for the University of Utah over BYU
3. Once received Church welfare or worse still public welfare
4. Stayed home to watch the Superbowl instead of attending Church meeting
5. Wife works outside the home
6. Kids don't attend seminary
7. Too many non member friends
8. Failure in a church calling
9. Unglamorous employment (factory worker, tradesman, sales clerk, etc.) 
10.Convert of less than 10 years
11.Loud laughter 

Then of course we have the fringe element, the poor bastards that everyone else can look down on thank God that they are so much better than the they are. The following are some qualifying traits: 

1. Low economic status regardless of reason
2. Lack of formal education
3. Too much formal education coupled with independent thinking thus qualifying as a hated intellectual
3. Facial hair, unconventional hair cut, or the dreaded tattoo
4. A foreign accent
5. any hint of homosexuality 
6. Mormon Fundamentalist views or sympathies
7. Read the SL Tribune instead of Deseret News
8. Non traditional modes of dress, men with ear rings or women with piercing in nose, eyelid, etc. 
9. Buy lottery tickets
10.Question authority or ask embarrassing questions in a church class 

It's interesting that as you move around that you can be perceived and categorized differently but there is almost no chance of any elevation if you stay in one place. 

Royalty usually serve as Stake Presidents, Relief Society Presidents, Bishops, etc. The Middle Class are the ward clerks and Primary teachers, while the fringe are entrusted with such Holy responsibilities as Ushering. Occasionally a sincere Church leaders experiments with calling persons to positions above their class level and usually discover that they do just fine. However, the royalty types are generally very uncomfortable with the practice so it is seldom resorted to by those in authority. 

A former Bishop from Canada 
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A continuing series of short topics from our discussion groups on Mormon life.

Memetics and Mormonism 
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Women and Early Mormon Priesthood
Answering you no longer believe in Mormonism
Sources of Smith's Beliefs
Learning to Trust Ourselves 

Memetics and Mormonism

Message: Richard Dawkins, in his work "The Selfish Gene" coined the phrase "meme" (rhymes with cream) to describe a unit of cultural or intellectual information that pass from mind to mind in a process analagous to genes. Examples he gave in that book include tunes, ideas, catch-phrases, fashions, etc. 

Meme is a term to describe an idea (or "unit of information") that uses our complex, communicating brains to reproduce itself. If you hear a tune on the radio and later find yourself whistling it, you've picked up a meme. If you invent a clever phrase and find other people using it, you've transmitted a meme. Whoever first described a euphemism as "politically correct" invented a very potent meme. And so on. Dawkins meme idea has become a meme in itself, and given rise to the nascent science of memetics. Much work in memetics has focused on "viruses of the mind", virulent memes that infect individuals and reproduce rapidly. Two excellent books on the topic (both of which discuss Mormonism) are "Virus of the Mind" by Richard Brodie and "Thought Contagion" by Aaron Lynch. 

In a later paper, Dawkins said the following: 

"Like computer viruses, successful mind viruses will tend to be hard for their victims to detect. If you are the victim of one, the chances are you won't know it, and may even vigorously deny it. Accepting that a virus might be difficult to detect in your own mind, what tell-tale signs might you look out for? 

1. The patient typically finds himself impelled by some deep, inner conviction that something is true, or right, or virtuous: a conviction that doesn't seem to owe anything to evidence or reason, but which, nevertheless, he feels as totally compelling and convincing.
2. Patients typically make a positive virtue of faith's being strong and unshakable, in spite of not being based on evidence." 

I submit that Mormons are the victims of engineered memetic viruses that form the very basis of the religion. I have thought of several: "The Church is true" (the biggie). "Lengthen your stride". "No success can compensate for failure in the home". "As man is, God once was. As God is, man may become." "Follow the brethren". "The prophet will never lead the church astray". Other memes cannot so be so easily capsulized, but are just as powerful. A good example is the implicit subjugation of women through "priesthood" authority, reinforced in countless ways throughout Mormon culture. 

Recognizing what is being done to our minds is the first step to taking back control. For more information on memetics, try this link. I suggest linking to Dawkins "Viruses of the Mind" paper from this site as a first step. (http://www.brodietech.com/rbrodie/meme.htm) 



More on Memes

When the church was new, it prided itself in its separation from other sects and indeed the public at large. Because it's beliefs were unusual, it separated itself to protect its belief system from outside influence. Thus the reason for the existence of the branch at Colesville, settlements at Kirtland and Far West, Nauvoo and of course ultimately Salt Lake. Early converts were taught to waste no time in making an exodus to Salt Lake or outlying LDS communities in order to reduce the number of converts who would have second thoughts before being engulfed by the meme society. Persecution and events such as the battle of Crooked River, or the invasion of Johnston's Army into Salt Lake, only height that separation and protection of the meme system. 

Meme science dictates that the more unusual or extreme a belief system, that the more there is a barrier or separation to protect the "hosts" of the meme. This has occured not only with Mormonism, but essentially every other extreme (as compared to the public at large) belief host system (e.g. Jimmy Jones colony in Guiana, Bogwan colony in Oregon). This is actually a necessary evolvement to protect the meme. 

However, much of the growth of the church recently has been as a result of a continuous moderating stance of beliefs. Temple ordinances have been changed, scriptures modified to be less offensive in a racial sense, racial rules have been dropped, sectarian separation has been downplayed (the Catholic church is no longer considered the church of the devil) etc. In essence, the church is actively painting a picture that its members are not "weird" as Gordon B. Hinckley stated in his "60 Minutes" interview. Whereas before, in the 19th century, the church was in almost every way trying to separate itself from the public norm. 

There is no question that many early church members sacrificed everything they had and in some cases their lives for the cause. The high separation of the belief system from other more normative belief systems both inspired them and protected their belief. The radical difference of the Mormon belief system (take polygamy for example), was in essence the difference that made that sacrifice possible. 

However, meme science also dicates that as a meme system becomes less distinguishable from other memes, that the protection of the meme "hosts" or members is less necessary, but that the self preservation aspects of the meme also decrease. The hosts of the meme become less willing to make the same sacrifices or have the same protective diligence as before. 

In other words, even though the church is growing by leaps and bounds by becoming more mainstream, its downside is that it is less able to hold and deeply dedicate its 'hosts' or members as it was in the early more closely held days. 

Personally, I think this is evident in the abysmal temple attendance that I've seen at a number of temples as well as an overall drop in activity in wards where the church has been established for many years (more overall indifference in traditional Mormon areas). Thus we have memberships where there is a significant number of untraceable and indifferent members....like one I investigated that the phone number turned out to be from a worker at a United Airlines baggage desk.. who knew nothing of Mormonism or what in the hell I was talking about...(actually we found out later that he did...but couldn't remember it had been so long). There is a significant number and growing log of these in each ward of the church. 

The church is growing very rapidly in some foreign areas, but the membership in general is quite non-informed and soon becomes indifferent as well. (I've seen this very much first hand). The members are merely members on paper only. Many, many have gone back to their original faiths, but are still members of record. 

So, amid all the feeling of betrayal that many of us have with the church doing a "changie pooh" on all of the things that we lived with, but now have found out are not important (e.g. women not getting an education but only marriage), there is a downside to this long term in the church. It will grow, but it will grow in a very shallow sense, not able to strongly hold its members as it once did. Events such as the 2002 Olympics may give the church a lot of publicity, but it will be a publicity that will paint the church in a more mainstream light, where ultimately, people will be less willing to make the strong demands that the church requires. The church will then morph its message again to be even more mainstream...in other ways we can only imagine. Thus more numbers initially, considering that membership records stick for life in the LDS church but usually only for a year in others (then you're dropped from the mailing list) , but less commitment overall in the long term. 

Tom 
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<>Women and Early Mormon Priesthood

The experience of questioning the woman and priesthood issue sounds a lot like mine. In the book, Woman and Authority, Michael Quinn makes a strong historical case for the fact that Joseph gave women the priesthood in 1843, but no one wants to admit it. 

I was frustrated by the fact that the early women of the church had the right to lay on hands to heal others, to speak in tongues and prophecy, to have their own organization headed by a priestess and prophetess, raise their own money and determine what relief would be given without ANY male priesthood permission! No matter what you may think of the temple ceremony, the fact that women were invited at all was quite radical, (did Jews let women in the temple--or Masons? NOT!) and women were allowed at the highest level of ordinances. 

The LDS church was radical in the way women were allowed these privileges for their day, and here we were today unable to blow our nose without "priesthood permission." There was never any good reason given by the church for these reversal of policies. I didn't buy it. I, too, longed to be able to discuss it. My hubby was severely threatened by it at the time, altho he later came around. 

I did get to a Sunstone conference in 1990, where I was able to connect with other women, and the Mormon Women's Forum. They published several well researched papers on this topic, as well as heavenly mother issues. ( One of these woman recently removed her name from the church when child abusers in her local area were protected by priesthood leaders and no care given to the victims.) 

The church used to let nonmember or nonpriesthood holding fathers hold their babies in the circle when being given a name and a blessing. Women began to ask, if the priesthood wasn't required to hold the baby, why couldn't the mother do it? The church responded by changing the policy so that now, only a priesthood holder can hold the baby during the blessing. Better to deny a few fathers their rights than to give the idea that women had any! 

While I'm venting, another unscriptural and undoctrinal practice is only allowing men to be witnesses for baptism, weddings, etc. Nowhere is this supported by any Mormon doctrine or scripture. How about the fact that it was a woman who was the first witness at the most important event in Christianity--Christ's resurrection? In regards to the wording of turning the key of the priesthood TO women, I believe it was George Albert Smith who is responsible for changing the wording to "on your behalf." Mormon women in the nineteenth century had MANY more rights in the church than they do today, and women who point this out are -- well you know... 



How do you answer you no longer believe in Mormonism?

There is no [single] good reply [to someone who asks why you no longer believe]. 

I also think that she feels hurt and rejected. For some reason TBMs [true believing Mormons] seem to take it very personally when someone drops the church--as if you've made a negative judgment about them. And, in a way you have. When you, in essence, say that the Mormon church defies belief, you are saying that the adherents are duped, gullible, closing their eyes. And I agree with Richard that the reason TBMs often read all of this into your apostasy is that there is an unspoken general insecurity among the flock--like white noise, that becomes such a part of the LDS environment, that the members stop hearing it--but it still registers as free-floating anxiety. 

This is why so many faith-promoting rumors float around. This is why Mormons hold testimony meeting once a month. This is why topics of controversy (temple, polygamy, JS's banking schemes) are either forbidden or discouraged. 

As I've written before, the reaction that I got from my parents was...nothing. This has made for some pretty boring telephone conversations, since my parents really have nothing to discuss besides the church--and they feel that they cannot discuss that with me. Actually, they could, but I think that they imagine that I will be hostile--or maybe I'll say something controversial--which they will have to defend. The small amount of defensiveness I've seen from my mother indicates that she feels that I am more well versed in Mormon history than she is (true)--and she fears that she will not be able to "defend" the church. I'm actually not interested in getting into a proseltyzing match with my parents, but that's the only model that they know: i.e. We have the truth, you must agree with us or else you are no better than a mother-raping, shoplifting, candy-stealing, sheep-shagging, Satan-loving junkie. In other words, it's either the iron rod, or the great and spacious building. Anyone who's not holding the rod might pull you to the building. 

This has been a long-winded way of saying that I suspect that your visiting teacher is a little afraid of you. On the one hand, she has a duty to pull you back into the church. On the other hand, you might infect her. I mean, you seem so damn sure of yourself in your reply to her--Mormons play the "I know this is true" card to prove their truth, so I think that it unsettles them when someone says, "I know that this is not true." 

Also, to point out the obvious: look at how canned her message to you is. I get stressed out just reading it and imagining her keeping her Mormon sweetness going.: 

"Did you get the chance to watch the 1st Presidency Christmas Broadcast yesterday? It was really good! I especially liked singing the Christmas songs between the speakers! I also liked how all the speakers focused on Christ and the importance of service and expressing love during this special season! 

Special, special, special! It is hard to keep your brain in PR mode all the time. Just once I'd like to hear a TBM say that they watched some church performance and they found some parts inspirational, but frankly the singing sucked and the old men seemed to drone on too long. Unfortunately, even if your visiting teacher felt that way, she couldn't admit it even to herself. 

ON ANOTHER SUBJECT 

I find the current discussion about Eliza Snow interesting. Wouldn't it clear the air if this were discussed without fear in priesthood meeting/relief society. As an apostate, I certainly would love to believe that Emma pushed Eliza down the stairs. I'd been lead to believe that this was true by some account or another. But, unlike a TBM's faith in Joe Smith, my disbelief in the Mormons church does not rest on a series of questionable stories. When I first left the church, I lapped up every nasty story ever told about Joe Smith and Company. Because I was so pissed (at the church, at my parents, at myself for believing), I wanted to believe anything nasty that I could about it. But, clearly, many of the accounts of 19th century (and 20th century--can you say "Godmakers"?) were based on hyperbole. 

My dislike of the Mormon church has not dissipated, but I am now more willing to adjust my understanding of events to match historical evidence. Whether or not Emma actually pushed Eliza down the stairs, Joe Smith was still a horny bastard. We also know that Emma thought that polygamy was a crock of shit--and was probably pissed off enough to push a couple of Joe's mistresses off a cliff. Whether or not TBMs say that the golden plates weighed 200 lbs. or 20 oz., we all know that they weighed zero, because fictional objects do not have any mass. Just one fiction unravels the entire Mormon church (which is why Mormons guard their brains so well from anything but the sanitized version)--whereas it doesn't change my disbelief one bit when I get a clearer picture of Mormon history. (Bennett was a scoundrel?--so what, Joe Smith seemed to surround himself with scoundrels--what does that say about his prophetic abilities--water seeks its own level.) 



Sources for Joseph Smith's ideas

I've been meaning to post some very interesting info I've found for several weeks on the sources of JS' ideas and doctrines he put into his religion. I find that some people have difficulty breaking away from Mormonism because the doctrines, in their minds, sound cohesive or inspired, and people can't see how an "ignorant farmboy" could have made it up. To begin with, JS was NOT ignorant, that is a false image put forth by the church to make his story more impressive. He was a member of his local debating club, and his brother Hyrum was the local schoolteacher. He was well read, as his many journal references to current publications attest. 

We've all heard that the Word of Wisdom came about when Emma grew tired of cleaning the tobacco off the floor, prompting a "revelation". All our lives we've heard about the inspired "United Order", but Fawn Brodie and others report that Sidney Rigdon actually had his Campbellite congregation living in a communal society before he ever met JS, and JS incorporated it into his church. Incidentally, the United Order never worked worth a hoot. It was a failure from beginning to end, yet many early "revelations" dealt with it. 

David Whitmer claims that many other doctrines added into the church by SR's influence included the hierarchial priesthood and the three degrees of glory. I also learned recently that the "Articles of Faith" weren't even JS', but were written by Orson Pratt, and edited by JS. The "God is an exalted man" idea apparently originated with Lorenzo Snow, as there is no mention of the doctrine before Snow posited it to JS in 1840, and JS responded with "Brother Snow, that is a true doctrine." 

But the main part of my post comes from the "Ensign", January 1989, in an article called "Preparing The Way--the rise of religious freedom in New England," pp. 18-19. The article details the various sects that had arisen just before the time of JS, and some of their beliefs. I can't copy the whole article, but here is the most important portion verbatim, interspersed with some comments of mine in parentheses: 

In 1734, there were only six Baptist churches in New England; and in 1750, 28. Yet in 1795, 285 Baptist churches existed in New England. (That sect was America's first convert religion). Accompanying the tremendous growth of the Baptists was the formation of other religious communities. Universalists organized in Gloucester, Mass, in 1779; Unitarians in Boston in 1785; Jemima Wilkinson's Jerusalem Community in Rhode Island in the 1780s; Freewill Baptists in New Hampshire in 1780; and Restorationists in Vermont in 1801. During this American reformation, MANY BELIEFS WERE BROUGHT INTO HARMONY WITH THE TEACHINGS OF THE STILL-FUTURE RESTORED CHURCH. (Emphasis mine in case you didn't notice how silly that sentence was). These changes in belief would later make it easier for many to receive the fullness of the gospel. ( !!!???!!! ) 

For example, the Unitarians, Eastern Christians, and some Universalists replaced the traditional view that God was three persons of one essence with a belief that the Father and Son were two separate and distinct entities. (Funny, I thought that idea was lost to the world until the "first vision", and here the Ensign says that others were already teaching it before JS came along! And why did these sects not flock to Joseph Smith?) In addition, Unitarians joined Quakers in proclaiming a belief that the Bible has not always been translated correctly. (Oh well, another supposed idea of JS' previously taught by others). Unitarians, liberal Congregationalists, Eastern Christians, Freewill Baptists, and other groups rejected the traditional Calvinistic doctrine of total depravity. Instead, they felt that individuals would be judged according to their actions and they would not be held accountable for Adam's transgression. (That one almost verbatim to the Articles of Faith). Unitarians, Universalists, Freewill Baptists, and Restorationists proclaimed with the newly organized Methodist church that man played a role in the process of salvation and that man could fall from grace. 

Baptists and Eastern Christians popularized the doctrines of baptism by immersion for believers and of the Lord's supper as a memorial. Restorationists added the belief that mankind needed to return to the pure practices and doctrines of ancient Christianity. (Apostasy). Meanwhile, Universalists taught that after death men went into either a state of happiness or a state of misery. Christ, they added, preached to the spirits in prison to convert others, so that eventually every knee would bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is the Christ. All in the spirit world would eventually be converted and lifted up into a heavenly paradise. While others criticized Universalists for encouraging unrighteousness (the result, the critics felt, of saying that the punishment of hell was not everlasting), the Universalists replied that the foundation of unhappiness was wickedness. (Remember Alma 41:10--"wickedness never was happiness"--Randy). In addition to arguing that some created a hell on earth through unrighteousness, they preached that living the laws of God had an intrinsic value. Some of Joseph Smith's relatives were Universalists--his father, his grandfather, Asael, and and uncle, Jesse. 

End quote. 

So there you have it, from the church's own official magazine, a layout of many major Mormon doctrines, which were actually a hodge-podge of existing teachings of which he was very familiar. Of course, the church's spin is that "the Lord" was influencing these restorationists to change their sect's teachings to fall in line with Mormonism--which, amusingly, wasn't even invented yet. Which blows a hole in JS' claim that God told him not to join any church for they were all wrong---yet supposedly it was GOD HIMSELF who was influencing these groups to include these teachings. What a tangled mess of illogic. 

The article didn't mention one word about the Campbellites, which is the main sect many of JS' followers came from, including Rigdon. Church defenders want to run away from any connection between JS and Campbell because they know that the link is devastating to the "official story" of how Mormonism began. Alexander Campbell began preaching against the fraud of Mormonism almost as soon as it appeared. To quote Campbell from February 1831: "This prophet Smith, through his stone spectacles, wrote on the plates of Nephi, in his Book of Mormon, every error and almost every truth discussed in New York for the last ten years. He decided all the great controversies: infant baptism, ordination, the trinity, regeneration, repentance, justification, the fall of man, the atonement, transsubstantiation, fasting, penance, church government, religious experience, the call to the ministry, the general resurrection, who may baptize, and even the question of freemasonry, republican government and the rights of man....But he is better skilled in the controversies in New York than in the geography or history of Judea." 



Learning to trust ourselves 

I also went through these same kinds of in and outs of trusting my own mind. When I remarried it was for "knowing", that of feeling, not because it was wise, or thought out necessarily. It was a chance I took that has brought me more joy, pleasure, happiness and real security than any other choice in my life. The doubting, the authoritarian way of many religions destroy our ability to think and act in our own best interest. We truly forget who we are meant to become. 

I wrote this several days ago, and believe me, it has been a long time coming to even think this way. 

Deep inside us, we know that we know, it is only the shadows of the monsters of childhood, religions, families of origin and others who attempt to take away our freedom that causes us to doubt ourselves. Peace, love and gratitude, Maralyn 

TRUST IN YOURSELF

Trust yourself and the spirit within and start where you are now to believe and know you are on track. We have the nature of absolute good, go into the silence and be open to receive. Open your mind to that which is powerful. Become teachable to the ideas waiting to come. Believe the good that already is there waiting for you. Speak words of relaxation to your body, and know you can do whatever you need to face and can create a good life for yourself. 

The I CAN attitude creates a knowing that you are as good as the best. There is nothing in all the world for you to fear. Know that there is no one just like you. Trust the Spirit within, that what you speak about comes about. Something happens while it is on the way back to you from Spirit. Gather energy and experience, knowing that all good comes back multiplied, and if negative is given it also returns multiplied. Multiply and empower ourselves and we help ourselves and those we encounter. 

Forgive yourself--not an abuser whose actions were hurtful, but know you are ok, feel the pain and go forward and beyond, to enjoy your success. 

A dandelion flower is a performance when we look at how all people see it. A gardener sees a nuisance, an herbalist sees the healing value, a little boy a sweet taste, a little girl a flower braid for her hair or a necklace for her doll. So we can choose to see our lives, when we learn to trust in ourselves and our ability to use the good that is all around us. 

When we have a desire to trust our own selves, to learn, discover, live, grow and to give and behave to all with respect to all that is, life is good to us. Intention is: whatever we vividly imagine ardently desire, sincerely believe and enthusiastically act upon and what inevitably comes to pass. 

Inner quiet creates awareness, attitude and gratitude, being thankful and conscious of living in this moment in time. No matter how difficult things appear on the outer we can overcome and have an abundant life. The Spirit with which we meet our daily challenges and discouragements determines their final direction in our lives. 

When we cultivate a hypercritical spirit we discover lots to find fault with. When we cultivate a spirit of appreciation we will find good happenings everywhere. Happiness can be achieved and maintained even during what seems a wreck. Life becomes the kind of adventure we choose to make it. 

Trained thought energy is powerful. Just as the butterflies in our tummy when we feel fear can be trained, that energy is there for us to use. We can choose not to sabotage our lives, and live to love, laugh and express our best selves. We experience the thoughts we think, spoken words become our reality. We control our destiny, what we expect we find, what we wish we believe. There is nothing good or bad, but thinking makes it so. We CAN if we THINK WE CAN. It is possible to move past the negative. Be flexible, see the old stuff as just that, old stuff. We can say every day, thank you God for another day. What are we going to do with our life today? Look at an apple, it came from one little seed--we came from a seed also, we are PRECIOUS, we are here together cooperating--one life--one mind. We are here to serve one another any way we can. 



Life as a Mormon
Excerpts of Ex-Mormon newsgroup Part 5


<B>Turned in for having a Jewish prayer book at BYU<BR>

The Ballad of Paul H. Dunn - humor<BR>

A little about Emma Smith by a RLDS member<BR>

Mormon Church and the Internet<BR>

A story - Losing my Religion<BR>

How much did the gold plates weigh?<br>

Thomas Paine<P></b>

<h3>Turned in for having a Jewish prayer book at BYU</h3>

You better believe people at BYU are being denied free speech (although BYU

can say we signed away our First Amendment rights when we signed the Honor

Code).  I was a student at BYU for 1 and a half years.  First of all; I

have never seen a university with less trust of its students.  At BYU the

Testing Center is like going to jail--they're convinced everyone is going

to cheat.  At other universities you are given the benefit of the doubt. 

Your language is restricted (no swearing, lewd references (including

discussing homosexuality [except maybe damning homosexuals to Outer D

Darkness]).  There are supposed to be programs at their computer centers

monitoring people's typing for words like "sex" and "hell", etc.  I always

wanted to write about Dante's Inferno or Freud's thoughts on sex and see

how long it took the BYU police to come (I never had the guts though).  I was

turned in for having a Siddur (Jewish prayer book) in my dorm room.  It is

a Gestapo environment with very little freedoms.  They always talk at BYU

how they have the  most freedom in the world; but what they don't realize

is that at other universities people are free to discuss all religions

(including Mormonism)--at BYU if you disagree with the Church you're in big

trouble.  <P>

<hr>

<h3>THE BALLAD OF PAUL H. DUNN</h3>

Come n listen to mah story 'bout a man named Paul,<br>

A man who said he'd done thangs he hadn't done at all. <br>

Then some reporter wrote it up in the news, <br>

And ol' Paul Dunn comes out a babblin' fool. <p>

War hero, that is.......major league baseball star.<P>

Wal the first thang ya know ol' Paul is OUTTA THAR! <br>

The church dudes said "Get yer butt of Temple Square! <br>

A Seventy Emeritus is what you oughtta be, <br>

Re-thinkin' n re-writin' yore pers'nal historee!" <p>

Buck private, that is......minor league washout.<P>

And now it's time to say goodbye to this "authority," <br>

Ol' Paul has gone and left us for the spirit world, you see. <br>

He'll preach the gospel there for all those dead guys to believe, <br>

So they can be good Mormons, too, for all eternitee.<P>

Gods and goddesses, that is.......eternal propagators.<P>

Good-bye, Paul.  You've been fun.  Hope your new book sells well.<P>

<hr>

<h3> A little about Emma Smith by a RLDS member </h3>

<b>Eric's note:</B> RLDS is the Mormon church that stayed in Missouri and did not move in Utah in the mid 19th century.  LDS is the Mormon church headquartered in Utah<P>

Before I put the story about Emma on, I'd like to comment about a couple of

things that Bruce said.  Yes, since the mid 1980's we have been ordaining

women into the priesthood [in the RLDS church]--we believe that God gave our functioning prophet

the word to do that, and we have been richly blessed from it.  We have women

in all of the quorums except the twelve and the first presidency--we have two

women high priests on the standing high council.  I expect some day to see

a woman apostle, a woman counselor to the first president, or a woman

president of the church.  The women on the group will recognize there are times

when a woman needs another woman to talk to, and our women priesthood fill that

role very nicely.<P>

   About our acceptance in Missouri:  early in the Reorganization, when Joseph III

became the president of the church, he warned about "gathering"--his advice was

to live quietly in the community, and make a difference there.
We did not

start moving into  Missouri until the late 1800's and did not establish our

headquarters here until the early 1900's (and even then, we did not flock to

Independence).
I don't think we were ever seen as a threat to the local

residents.<P>

<B>Emma's story:</b><br>

This is what I wrote to Bruce some time ago:<P>

I owe you a short history of Emma's activities between 1844 and 1860, as

I promised, and I think this might be a good time to do it.  But, before

I do that, I'd like to comment that most of the history that I've read

about the Nauvoo period from say about 1842-1847 has been self-serving.

The LDS write from their point of view, and the RLDS write from our

point of view.
One of the books that I like best is a recent purchase

called "Joseph Smith III, Pragmatic Prophet" written by Roger Launius, PhD,

who is a professional historian for the USAF.  Although Dr. Launius is

RLDS, I don't think he is biased (for example, he reports that Joseph Jr

did practice polygamy to some degree).<P>

After the death of Joseph Jr, Emma went to the court and had herself

appointed guardian of her children, and also the administratrix of Joseph's

estate.  Brigham was extremely upset over the latter, because much of

Joseph's estate was tied up with the property of the church, and he

finally had that decision overturned (since Emma could not come up with

bond, Joseph Coolidge was appointed as administrator). They sold $1000.00

worth of the estate to pay for the funeral and administration costs.

Coolidge, in settling the estate, awarded Emma their household goods, two

horses, two cows, Emma's spinning wheel, and $124 per year in income from

rental property. Coolidge left the state before the estate was completely

settled and even took some of the estate's money.  Launius reports that

Joseph and Emma had deeded some of their property to the children before

an 1842 bankruptcy filing, and Emma was able to save this property.

<P>

Another instance of conflict between Emma and Brigham arose over the posting

of a guard outside Emma's home to spy on their activities--the guard reported

all of the visitors and what everyone was doing, etc--Joseph III believed

that this was nothing less than "house arrest."  The tension increased

as there were incidents of the Smith friends being attacked when they

attempted to visit Nauvoo Mansion.

<P>

The tensions and outright hostility grew so great that Emma was finally

convinced that she should move her family out of Nauvoo.  So on Sept 12,

1846 she boarded a tramp steamer with her family, and moved upriver

120 miles to Fulton City, Illinois (and rented Nauvoo Mansion to a

recent settler).

<P>

While living in Fulton City, several different people approached Emma,

hoping to get he to join their movement, knowing that Joseph III would

be then brought into their organizations.  All seemed to believe that

Joseph III had been blessed by Joseph Jr as the next prophet of the

church (there is pretty reliable evidence that that blessing had

occurred on two occasions).  In any case, Emma tried to create a Christian

home for her children, and raise them an "un-Mormon."

<P>

Then in Februrary of 1847, Emma learned that the man she had rented

Nauvoo Mansion to was planning to take off with all of the furnishings

of the house before Emma could find out about it--she quickly packed up

their belongings into a wagon and took the children down river and

caught the fellow before he got away--she threw him out and reopened

Nauvoo Mansion under her own management.

<P>

Emma accepted the courting of  Lewis Bidamon, a non-mormon, and they

were married in December 1847.
According to Launius, this really

upset the Mormons since it assured that Emma would NEVER associate

with the church.  Mr. Bidamon then became the step-father of Joseph

and Emma's children, and he took that job seriously, although there

was no formal religious affilation at this time.

<P>

So, Emma did not join any religious organization until 1860, when

she went with Joseph III to affiliate with the RLDS organization,

and she was accepted into the church on her original baptism.  The

RLDS church took the position that the church had been disorganized

due to the breakup and scattering of the Saints in all directions

(even though the largest group went to Utah, that group did not

contain the majority of the membership of the church).
Then, by

reorganizing the church, they claimed the authority and special

commission of the original church.   And, of course, having Joseph III

show up, seemed to substantiate their claim.

That, in a nutshell, is the history of Emma from 1844 to 1860.
If

anyone is interested in studying the history of this period, I

think Launius gives a fair and honest evaluation of mormonish during

those years.  His book is published by the University of Illinois

Press.

<P>

I hope this will be helpful to anyone interested.

<P>

Ed ...<P>

<hr>

<h3>Mormon Church and the Internet</h3>


Although I have monitored exMormon [newsgroup] for several months, due to time

constraints I seldom post.  My last time was several months ago.  This

thread about the Church's concern about the Internet has been interesting to

me.  Since I now feel quite comfortable with the wonderful personalities in

this forum, I have decided to share the attached letter I received with the

group.  I have been totally inactive since March.  Much can be read into

this letter, but for now the issue of the Internet is on the table.  <P>

        This letter is the result of my "Great Sin."  The bishop invited me

to his office at the church but I refused.  In the alternative I invited the

bishop to my apartment, so that I was on my own turf.  I had told the bishop

at our meeting that I was feeling quite unrepentant.  The appended letter is

the result. <P>

        I scanned this letter but I have deleted my address, the bishop's

name, and I have highlighted (by capitalization) the part about the

Internet.  This reference is directly related to this group and the other

anti-Mormon web sites on the WWW.  I had shown the bishop some jokes about

BYU et al.  I got the distinct impression that the Internet is a concern to

him.  I also remember that the SP, in one of the last stake conferences that

I attended, made reference to the Internet from the pulpit as it applied to

some people leaving the stake.  He felt sorry for them as they had seemed to

have lost all their faith.  Then he bore his testimony.<P>

Regards,<P>

Terry <P>

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST<BR>

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS<p>

.... FIRST WARD<BR>

.... Stake<P>

April 7,1997<P>

Mr. Terrence ... <BR>

address deleted<P>

Dear Brother ..<P>

I appreciated the opportunity we had to speak last week.  Whenever I am in

your presence I feel just a little better for the experience.

Notwithstanding, the trials and tribulations you encounter in your life, you

are a great man and add immensely to our Ward.<P>

As I mentioned, I wished to ponder your circumstances in order that I may

better decide the best alternative.  I have done this and I conclude due to

the seriousness of your actions, it is appropriate that you be placed on

probation for the period of 12 months.<P>

During that time I would ask you to do the following:<P>

-       Read the scriptures on a daily basis. <BR>

-       Pray every morning and evening. <BR>

-       Attend to your church callings including the development of a Stake

directory. <BR>

-       Be a diligent Home Teacher. <BR>

-       Attend all your meetings, including Stake meetings. <BR>

-       Be active and involved in the Single Adult Program. <BR>

-       Arrange to speak with Brother . . . . <BR>

-       Partake of the Sacrament. <BR>

-       Serve others. <BR>

-       Meet with me on a monthly basis. <BR>

-       AVOID THE PRESENCE OF EVIL INCLUDING THE INTERNET

(My Emphasis Added) <BR>

-       Don't give up, endure to the end. <p>

I pray you will be successful and we will not have to proceed further with

this matter.<P>

Sincerely yours,<P>

Signed by the bishop<P>

<HR>

<h4>A story - Losing my Religion</h4>

Thank you for developing this Web site.  Writing this E-mail is like 

therapy for me.  Like many others on this site, I am from a very active 

LDS family.  Many of my ancestors joined the Church in England, 

Scandinavia, & the Eastern US, and made the trip to Utah.  While I was 

growing up, I attended all the Primary & Young Women functions.  I was 

baptized & confirmed at age 8.  However, as I entered high school, I 

began to have problems believing what I was told.  My father was also 

ordained as the Bishop of our ward while I was in high school.  This put 

tremendous pressure on my family to be perfect.  As a Bishop's daughter, 

I could either be the perfect Mormon girl, or the Rebel.  I chose to be 

the rebel. I did many things of which I am ashamed and regret.  I 

was taught to behave with high moral standards, and I rebelled.  

I began to feel like a hypocrite for attending church and 

partaking of the sacrament.  However, I soon saw that I was not the only 

hypocrite.  During high school, I worked at a store owned and operated by 

LDS people.  One of the store managers was in the Bishopric of a local 

ward.  A boy worked for him who was slightly retarded & spoke with a bad 

lisp.  For some reason, this manager, member of a Bishopric, made fun of 

the mentally slow boy, in a malicious spirit.  Now this person, the store 

manager, was chosen to his church calling by thoughtful prayer and 

consideration.  However, it was quite obvious to me  that this manager, 

while a member of his Bishopric, was not a good Christian.  This was one 

of the first serious chinks in the armor of my belief. <P>

     To proceed to the next step of my life, my parents, with probably 

the best of intentions for my eternal salvation, sent me off to college 

at BYU.  DO NOT GO THERE if you are not completely sure of your belief in 

the LDS church.  Nothing will sway you more than seeing up close the mind 

numbing conformity of 30,000 Mormons.  While in my classes there, I met 

people who thought nothing of ridiculing their poorer and less 

expensively dressed classmates, who made fun of members of other 

religions and political systems.  I met many people who did not 

understand what they believed in, yet believed that others were 

automatically condemned to the "terrestrial kingdom."  To make a long 

story short, I got in trouble while home for the summer, ran off with an 

alcoholic-drug addict from my home town in Southern Idaho, got pregnant, 

had to get married, and was a source of pain & hardship to my parents & 

family.  After I had my child, I changed my entire life.  I quit smoking, 

drinking, & doing drugs.  I tried to become a responsible citizen through 

employment & education.  I also tried attending church, but I also knew 

that everyone there felt sorry for me because I was attending church 

without my husband, and did not have the priesthood in my home.  Before 

too long, I divorced the alcoholic and found myself a single mother, 

working full time.  What does the Mormon church have to offer a single, 

working mother?  Very little.  Relief Society is largely a social club 

for affluent, stay-at-home women, who have the time & resources to 

prepare crafts, tole-painting, quilt making & bread baking.  I had always 

suspected that it was not essential to my eternal salvation that I be 

able to make pencil holders out of soup cans.  During my single years, I 

worked for another company owned by LDS people.  My immediate supervisor, 

the controller of the company, was in the Bishopric of his ward.  He also 

found ways to have the corporation pay his personal expenses, and found 

ways to unethically reduce his income taxes.  At this same corporation, I 

worked with a Stake President who thought nothing of ridiculing his 

employees who were not Mormons.  Now I know someone is going to read this 

& think "Well those men are just human.  It is the gospel that must be 

listened to, not necessarily the actions of the members."  Well, that is 

fine & good, if it can be admitted that these men were not acting on 

orders from God, that they were simply chosen for their church callings 

because someone had to fill a certain slot, and that their employment 

offered  them the time and resources needed for a church calling.  No one 

in the church hierarch received revelation as to whether or not they were 

appropriate or prepared for the responsibility of their calling.  <P>

     To continue this rather convoluted story, I have been trying off & 

on for the last 7-8 years, since becoming a parent & adult, to attend 

church & to get closer to God.  I have tried going to the LDS church, but 

I have always realized that I had to accept that polygamy was intended to 

"raise seed" for the growth of the church.  I would have to accept that 

black people were somehow not ready for the priesthood.  I would have to 

accept the fact that I would never make it to the Celestial Kingdom 

because I remarried a man who was not LDS, and was never going to  join 

the Church.  I would have to accept the fact that only LDS church members 

may receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  I am aware that the LDS church 

is not a democracy, and that what is passed down as doctrine from the 

First Presidency is the way it is.  Now if this doctrine were to never 

change, from 1830 to 1997, I might find this a little more palatable.  It 

wasn't until I found some distance from the church, as an inactive member 

trying to find her way back to organized religion, that I discovered that 

many things have been subtly altered, and the changes were never 

explained to me during all my years of Seminary and Sunday School.  In 

fact, after reading some of the letters on this Web site, I realized that 

I was never going to explain to myself all the discrepancies in the LDS 

Church.  And as much as I wanted to go to church, and worship Jesus 

Christ, I could not do that at the LDS church unless I committed myself 

to everything I could not understand. It would be hypocritical of me to 

simply push those doubts under the mat, and keep attending.  I have 

finally realized that marriage in the temple will do nothing for me in 

heaven.  I do know it is vital to view marriage as a sacred commitment. 

 I do not have to accept the Word of Wisdom as a divine revelation.  I do 

realize that drunkenness is un-Christian & immoral.  I know from personal 

experience that chastity before marriage is essential to my happiness.  

Any good Christian, Muslim, Jew is also aware of this fact.  There are 

many other points about the LDS church that ring false because they 

require a meaningless ritual to make it to heaven, always backed by the 

codicil that one must live righteously. <P>

     To wrap up this personal confession, I would like to make several 

important points.  I have had learned some important lessons or beliefs 

while attending the LDS church.  Those lessons included study of the Old 

& New Testament, the life of the Saviour, and appreciation of my 

ancestors, and the family relationship.  I am grateful that out of all 

this confusion I have a very solid belief that Jesus Christ died on the 

cross for my sins & the sins of the world.  Every good thing I learned in 

the LDS church was that which was centered around Jesus Christ and the 

Bible.  I have occassionally heard some inspiring talks in church on the 

nature of the Atonement, and the words of the original Apostles.  I would 

suspect that it is Sacrament meetings like these that keep many LDS 

members going.  It had me confused for quite a while.  How could a church 

which professes the divine nature of Christ, be so conflicted on other 

issues?  The real problem is not the wacky writing of Brigham Young, or 

the lack of archeological evidence for the Book of Mormon.  The problem 

is that as a true believer, a potential candidate for the Celestial 

Kingdom, one must believe it ALL.  There is little room for debate or 

speculation.  This was the real problem I faced growing up in the Church. 

 I know there are "good" Mormons who will read this and assume I lost my 

religion because I committed moral transgressions, I was offended by my 

former employers or other church members, or I simply did not read and 

pray about the Scriptures.  Believe me, I used to think I had the problem 

too.  But the great thing about realizing the church is simply a church 

of men, is that I am now free to worship God.  I can attend a different 

church! If I disagree with some minor points, I can accept that I am 

disagreeing with human beings, and that there is room for friendly debate 

or discussion.  The Bible will always be there to consult & pray about.  

I realize that the Bible has been through many translations & some 

alterations.  It is almost comforting to accept the fact that man does 

not have all the answers. But I am free to read, think & pray about what 

truth may be.<P>

     I will wrap up this confession by thanking my parents for raising me 

to be a good Christian.  My dad, the former bishop, told me that I had to 

think for myself about whether or not the LDS church is true. I have 

always known that both my parents are good people, of the highest moral 

quality, and are good Christians. I must also thank my great-great 

grandparents who had enough courage of their convictions, to get on a 

boat & leave their country (England, Denmark,etc) to come all the way to 

Utah, of all places. I hope that some day I will be closer to God.<P>

<hr>

<h4>Can someone figure out approximately how much those plates weighed?</h4>

  "These records were en graven on plates which had the appearance of

 gold, each plate was six inches wide and eight inches long and not

 quite, as thick as common tin.  They were filled with engravings in

 Egyptian characters and bound together in a volume as the leaves of a

 book, with three rings running through the whole.  The volume was

 something near six inches in thickness." (Hist. of the Ch. Vol. 4,

 p.537)<P>

 Some friends of ours did some research and found this information:<P>

 Gold weighs two and one half times more than regular tin.  Gold weighs

 1203.625 pounds per cubic foot, or 1728 cubic inches.  So 6x8x6 eguals

 288 cubic inches, or one-sixth of a cubic foot, and must have weighes

 some 200 pounds or more.

 <P>

 They told us they actually went and put together a set of plates out of

 tin and could not lift it off the ground.<P>

 Old Joe must have really been workin' out in his spare time.  If he'd

 only been around for the Olympics.......what great PR for the church in

 2002!<P>

I'm just sick enough to get a set of lead plates made, spray them gold and

dolly them over to temple square and deposit them in front of the temple. A

nice engraving on the top saying "and we hefted them with our hands" might be

appropriate.<P>

 Can you just see the poor security guys trying to pick up a 6 inch by 8 inch

block off the ground that weighs 200 lbs. Now lifting 200 lbs isn't

a superhuman feat of strength mind you, but without a handle it would be a VERY

difficult task. And the only way Joseph could have run through the woods with

them for two miles is if he were carrying the spiritual version of the plates

with him. Imagine the disappointment of his pursuers if they caught him and

wrested the plates from him, only to find they were the spiritual plates and

couldnt be melted down.  Spiritual gold isn't worth a damn.<P>

<h4>"Why Can't You Leave Us Alone?"</h4>

One of the more typical charges Latter-day Saints make about former

Latter-day Saints is that they can't seem to leave their former religion

alone. This same charge is often in the context that the Mormon Church and

its members are somehow being victimized by the apostate who "attacks the

beliefs of others". 

<P>

If it were possible for the Latter-day Saint to think in terms other than

"them against us," he might realize that many former Mormons are in part

attacking themselves; at least this is true in my case. If I attack anyone,

it is foremost myself for having once subscribed to such a ridiculous

theology. I attack myself for once having used emotion and desire instead

of reason to discern truth. I attack myself for once not having--or for not

wanting to have--the insight to ask the missionaries questions relative to

what I have posted on this web site. If I knew then what I know now about

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, I would obviously never

have joined.

<P>

Former Mormons who remain vocal and/or post information on the Internet are

perhaps figuratively exorcising demons as part of their recovery process.

They also realize that they are helping others in the same predicament.

Mormonism is not something you can just get up and walk away from or turn

off like a light switch. It is an experience that has left permanent scars

on many. Can a person who has been raped "leave it alone and get on with

life?" Many former Mormons believe they have been intellectually and

spiritually raped either as a result of their own actions (converting) or

the actions of the Church. A Mormon cannot understand this. He only sees it

as proof that his religion is right because it is attacked: rationalization

in its most simplistic form and a symptom of cultic mentality.<P>

<hr>

<h4>Paine was a Deist.  </h4>

" When an article in a creed does not admit of proof nor of probability, 

the salvo is to call it revelation; but this is only putting one 

difficulty in the place of another, for it is as impossible to prove a 

thing to be revelation as it is to prove that Mary was gotten with child 

by the Holy Ghost.<P>

Here it is that the religion of Deism is superior to the Christian 

Religion. It is free from all those invented and torturing articles that 

shock our reason or injure our humanity, and with which the Christian 

religion abounds. Its creed is pure, and sublimely simple. It believes 

in God, and there it rests.<P>

It honors reason as the choicest gift of God to man, and the faculty by 

which he is enabled to contemplate the power, wisdom and goodness of the 

Creator displayed in the creation; and reposing itself on His 

protection, both here and hereafter, it avoids all presumptuous beliefs, 

and rejects, as the fabulous inventions of men, all books pretending to 

revelation. "  -Thomas Paine <P>

END

