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The urge to save humanity is almost always only a false-face for the urge to rule it.
-- H. L. Mencken, quoted in the table of contents for Impact Press (October-November 2000)
People say we need religion when what they really mean is we need police.
-- H. L. Mencken, quoted in Jim Versluys, "The Right-Wing Case Against Religionism" (May, 2001)
The most curious social convention of the great age in which we live is the one to the effect that religious opinions should be respected.
-- H. L. Mencken, in American Mercury (March, 1930)
We must respect the other fellow's religion, but only in the sense and to the extent that we respect his theory that his wife is beautiful and his children smart.
-- H. L. Mencken, Minority Report (1956), quoted from Jonathon Green, The Cassell Dictionary of Insulting Quotations
For it is the natural tendency of the ignorant to believe what is not true. In order to overcome that tendency it is not sufficient to exhibit the true; it is also necessary to expose and denounce the false.
-- H. L. Mencken (source unknown)
The way to deal with superstition is not to be polite to it, but to tackle it with all arms, and so rout it, cripple it, and make it forever infamous and ridiculous. Is it, perchance, cherished by persons who should know better? Then their folly should be brought out into the light of day, and exhibited there in all its hideousness until they flee from it, hiding their heads in shame.
     True enough, even a superstitious man has certain inalienable rights. He has a right to harbor and indulge his imbecilities as long as he pleases, provided only he does not try to inflict them upon other men by force. He has a right to argue for them as eloquently as he can, in season and out of season. He has a right to teach them to his children. But certainly he has no right to be protected against the free criticism of those who do not hold them. He has no right to demand that they be treated as sacred. He has no right to preach them without challenge. Did Darrow, in the course of his dreadful bombardment of Bryan, drop a few shells, incidentally, into measurably cleaner camps? Then let the garrisons of those camps look to their defenses. They are free to shoot back. But they can't disarm their enemy.
-- H. L. Mencken, "Aftermath" (coverage of the Scopes Trial) The Baltimore Evening Sun, (September 14, 1925)
Moral certainty is always a sign of cultural inferiority. The more uncivilized the man, the surer he is that he knows precisely what is right and what is wrong. All human progress, even in morals, has been the work of men who have doubted the current moral values, not of men who have whooped them up and tried to enforce them. The truly civilized man is always skeptical and tolerant.
-- H. L. Mencken, Minority Report (1956), quoted from James A. Haught, ed., 2000 Years of Disbelief
The most common of all follies is to believe passionately in the palpably not true. It is the chief occupation of mankind.
-- H. L. Mencken, A Mencken Chrestomathy (1949)
The priest, realistically considered, is the most immoral of men, for he is always willing to sacrifice every other sort of good to the one good of his arcanum -- the vague body of mysteries that he calls the truth.
-- H. L. Mencken, Treatise on the Gods (1949)
Deep within the heart of every evangelist lies the wreck of a car salesman.
-- H. L. Mencken, quoted by atheist spokesman Ron Barrier in describing the Christian antiatheist author Ray Comfort
The curse of man, and cause of nearly all of his woes, is his stupendous capacity for believing the incredible.
-- H. L. Mencken, A Mencken Chrestomathy (1949), quoted from James A. Haught, ed., 2000 Years of Disbelief
The world always makes the assumption that the exposure of an error is identical with the discovery of truth -- that error and truth are simply opposite. They are nothing of the sort. What the world turns to, when it has been cured of one error, is usually another error, and maybe one worse than the first one.
-- H. L. Mencken, quoted from Laird Wilcox, ed., "The Degeneration of Belief" 
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The essence of science is that it is always willing to abandon a given idea for a better one; the essence of theology is that it holds its truths to be eternal and immutable. To be sure, theology is always yielding a little to the progress of knowledge, and only a Holy Roller in the mountains of Tennessee would dare to preach today what the popes preached in the thirteenth century.
-- H. L. Mencken, Minority Report (1956), quoted from James A. Haught, ed., 2000 Years of Disbelief
The notion that science does not concern itself with first causes -- that it leaves the field to theology or metaphysics, and confines itself to mere effects -- this notion has no support in the plain facts. If it could, science would explain the origin of life on earth at once -- and there is every reason to believe that it will do so on some not too remote tomorrow. To argue that gaps in knowledge which will confront the seeker must be filled, not by patient inquiry, but by intuition or revelation, is simply to give ignorance a gratuitous and preposterous dignity.
-- H. L. Mencken (1930)
The effort to reconcile science and religion is almost always made, not by theologians, but by scientists unable to shake off altogether the piety absorbed with their mother's milk.
-- H. L. Mencken, Minority Report (1956), quoted from James A. Haught, ed., 2000 Years of Disbelief
The scent of frying astronomers long ago ceased to ascend to Yahweh.
-- H. L. Mencken, from Ira D. Cardiff, What Great Men Think of Religion, quoted from James A. Haught, ed., 2000 Years of Disbelief, quoted from James A. Haught, ed., 2000 Years of Disbelief
The truth is that Christian theology, like every other theology, is not only opposed to the scientific spirit; it is also opposed to all other attempts at rational thinking. Not by accident does Genesis 3 make the father of knowledge a serpent -- slimy, sneaking and abominable. Since the earliest days the church, as an organization, has thrown itself violently against every effort to liberate the body and mind of man. It has been, at all times and everywhere, the habitual and incorrigible defender of bad governments, bad laws, bad social theories, bad institutions. It was, for centuries, an apologist for slavery, as it was the apologist for the divine right of kings.
-- H. L. Mencken, Treatise on the Gods
Men become civilized, not in proportion to their willingness to believe, but in proportion to their readiness to doubt.
-- H. L. Mencken, from George Seldes, ed., The Great Quotations, quoted from James A. Haught, ed., 2000 Years of Disbelief
Metaphysics is almost always an attempt to prove the incredible by an appeal to the unintelligible.
-- H. L. Mencken, Minority Report (1956), quoted from James A. Haught, ed., 2000 Years of Disbelief
Faith may be defined briefly as an illogical belief in the occurrence of the improbable.... A man full of faith is simply one who has lost (or never had) the capacity for clear and realistic thought. He is not a mere ass: he is actually ill.
-- H. L. Mencken, Prejudices, ch. 14, "The Believer" Third Series (1922), also New York Times Magazine, September 11, 1955, per James A. Haught, ed., 2000 Years of Disbelief, contained at least the first sentence of the above, quoted from The Columbia Dictionary of Quotations
God is the immemorial refuge of the incompetent, the helpless, the miserable. They find not only sanctuary in His arms, but also a kind of superiority, soothing to their macerated egos: He will set them above their betters.
-- H. L. Mencken, Minority Report: H. L. Mencken's Notebooks, no. 35 (1956), quoted from The Columbia Dictionary of Quotations
Why assume so glibly that the God who presumably created the universe is still running it?
-- H. L. Mencken (source unknown)
No one in this world, so far as I know -- and I have researched the records for years, and employed agents to help me -- has ever lost money by underestimating the intelligence of the great masses of the plain people. Nor has anyone ever lost public office thereby.
-- H. L. Mencken, quoted by Gore Vidal in the the Foreward to The Impossible H. L. Mencken, Marion Elizabeth Rodgers, ed.
Whenever a reporter is assigned to cover a Methodist conference, he comes home an atheist.
-- H. L. Mencken, newspaper proverb quoted by Mencken (and probably invented by him), from H.L. Mencken, A New Dictionary of Quotations, quoted from James A. Haught, ed., 2000 Years of Disbelief
The so-called religious organizations which now lead the war against the teaching of evolution are nothing more, at bottom, than conspiracies of the inferior man against his betters.
-- H. L. Mencken, "Homo Neanderthalensis" (coverage of the Scopes Trial) The Baltimore Evening Sun, June 29, 1925 (posted in Positive Atheism's Historical section)
Evangelical Christianity, as everyone knows, is founded upon hate, as the Christianity of Christ was founded upon love.
-- H. L. Mencken, "Bryan" (coverage of the Scopes Trial) The Baltimore Evening Sun, July 27, 1925 (posted in Positive Atheism's Historical section)
Say what you like about the Ten Commandments, you must always come back to the pleasant fact that there are only ten of them.
-- H. L. Mencken, Senrentiae (1916), quoted from Jonathon Green, The Cassell Dictionary of Cynical Quotations


