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Edited, annotated and expanded with instructions from Liber H.H.H. and Liber Yod, all abbreviations of the text have been inserted for ease of performance by Fra. N. 6/XII/91 e.v.
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(A Ritual of Self Initiation based upon the Formula 


of the Neophyte.)

Liber H.H.H. Sec. I: M.M.M.  (Pyramis)--reflexion of the Enthusiasm of Apollo.
  "I remember a certain holy day in the dusk of the Year, in the dusk of the Equinox of Osiris, when first I beheld thee visibly; when first the dreadful issue was fought out; when the Ibis-headed One charmed away the strife.  I remember thy first kiss, even as a maiden should.  Nor in the dark byways was there another: thy kisses abide."  Liber Lapidis Lazuli vii. 15.16.

0. Be seated in thine Asana, wearing the robe of a Neophyte, the hood drawn.

1. It is night [NOX], heavy and hot, there are no stars.  Not one breath of wind stirs the surface of the sea, that is thou.  No fish play in thy depths.

2. Let a Breath rise and ruffle the waters.  This also thou shalt feel playing upon thy skin.  It will disturb thy meditation twice or thrice, after which thou shouldst have conquered this distraction.  But unless thou first feel it, that Breath hath not arisen.

000.    THE BUILDING OF THE PYRAMID

The Magus with Wand.  On the Alter are Incense, Fire, Bread, Wine, the Chain, the Scourge, the Dagger, & the Oil.  In his left hand the Bell he taketh.
         Hail, Asi! hail, Hoor‑Apep! Let

           The Silence speech beget!

(Two strokes on bell.  Banishing spiral dance.)
         The Words against the Son of Night.

           Tahuti speaketh in the Light

         Knowledge & Power, twin warriors, shake

           The Invisible; they roll asunder

         The Darkness; matter shines, a snake.

           Sebek is smitten by the thunder ‑ 

         The Light breaks forth from Under.

Next, the night is riven by the lightning flash.  This also shalt thou feel in thy body, which shall shiver and leap with the shock, and that also must be suffered and overcome.                      (He goes to the West, in the centre of the base of the Pyramid of THOTH (maim
), ASI (aleph), and HOOR (shin)) 
         O Thou, the Apex of the Plane,

           With Ibis head & Phoenix Wand

         And Wings of Night! Whose serpents strain 

           Their bodies, bounding the Beyond.

         Thou in the Light & in the Night

           Art One, above their moving might!

(He lays the Wand etc. on the altar, uses the Scourge on his buttocks, cuts a cross with the dagger upon his Breast & tightens the Chain of the Bell about his forehead, saying:)
         The Lustral Water! Smite thy flood

           Through me ‑ lymph, marrow & blood! 

(Anointing the Wounds, say:)
         The Fire Informing! Let the Oil

           Balance, assain, assoil!

(The Invoking Spiral Dance.)
         So Life Takes Fire from Death, & runs

           Whirling amid the Suns.

         Hail Asi! Pace the Path, bind on

           the girdle of the Starry One!

(Sign of Enterer:)
         Homage to thee, Lord of the Word!

(Sign of Silence:)
         Lord of the Silence, Homage to Thee!

(Repeat both Signs:)
         Lord, we adore Thee, still & stirred

           Beyond Infinity.




LASHTAL

             For from the Silence of the Wand

             Unto the Speaking of the Sword,

             And back again to the Beyond,

             This is the toil & the Reward.

             This is the Path of HVA ‑ Ho!

             This is the Path of IAO.

(Bell.)
             Hail! Asi! Hail, thou Wanded Wheel!

             Alpha & Delta kissed & came

             For Five that feed the Flame.

(Bell.)
           Hail, Hoor‑Apep! thou Sword of Steel!

           Alpha and Delta and Epsilon

           Met in the Shadow of the Pylon

           And in Iota did proclaim

           That tenfold core & crown of flame.

           Hail, Hoor‑Apep! Unspoken Name!

         Thus is the Great Pyramid duly builded

With this thy body shall be rigid, automatically; and this shalt thou let endure, withdrawing thyself into thine heart in the form of an upright Egg of blackness [akasha/spirit]; and therein shalt thou abide for a space.
                         . .

                          .

                INITIATION  FOLLOWETH
1.    Initiation.  The Candidate still bound and hoodwinked.
Figure to yourself a struggle with the whole force of the Universe.  In this [you are] only saved by [your] minuteness, [withdrawn into your heart in the black Egg.]
The First Pylon
         I know not who I am; I know not whence I came;

         I know not whither I go; I seek ‑ but What I do not know!

         I am blind & bound; but I have heard one cry

         Ring through Eternity; arise and follow me!

             Asar Un‑nefer! I invoke

             The Fourfold Horror of the Smoke.

             Unloose the Pit! by the dread Word ‑

             Of Power ‑ that Set‑Typhon hath heard ‑



   ZOD-AH ZOD-AH-SEH  ZOD-AH ZOD-AH-SEH  NAH-SAH-TAH-


   NAH-SAH-TAH-NAH-DAH  ZOD-AH ZOD-AH-SEH  

(This Enochian formula is very dangerous. It opens the Gates of Hell.)
  But in the end [you] are overcome by Death, who covers you with a black cross, [the sigil of N.O.X.]
             The Fear of darkness and of Death.

             The Fear of Water and of Fire.

             The Fear o' the Chasm and the Chain.

             The Fear of Hell and the dead Breath.

             The Fear of Him, the demon dire

             That on the Threshold of the Insane

             Stands with his Dragon Fear to slay

             The Pilgrim of the Way.

             Thus I pass by with Force & Care,

             Advance with Fortitude & Wit,

             In the straight Path, or else Their Snare

             Were surely Infinite.

The Passing of the Second Pylon (Suit action to words.)           

             Asar! who clutches at my throat?

             Who pins me down? Who stabs my heart?

      I am unfit to pass within this Pylon of the Hall of Maat.

             The Fear of darkness and of Death.

             The Fear of Water and of Fire.

             The Fear o' the Chasm and the Chain.

             The Fear of Hell and the dead Breath.

             The Fear of Him, the demon dire

             That on the Threshold of the Insane

             Stands with his Dragon Fear to slay

             The Pilgrim of the Way.

             Thus I pass by with Force & Care,

             Advance with Fortitude & Wit,

             In the straight Path, or else Their Snare

             Were surely Infinite.

             The lustral Water! Let thy flood

             Cleanse me ‑ lymph, marrow, and blood!

             The Scourge, the Dagger and the Chain,

             Purge body, breast and brain!

             The Fire Informing! Let the Oil

             Balance, assain
, assoil
!

(Still in corpse‑position.  So lying, ... aspire fervently unto the Holy Guardian Angel.]
             For I am come with all this pain

             To ask admission to the Shrine.

             I know not why ‑ I ask in vain ‑

             Unless it be that I am Thine.

             I am Mentu his truth‑telling brother,

             Who was Master of Thebes from my birth:

             O heart of me! heart of my mother!

             O heart that that I had upon earth!

             Stand not thou up against me as a witness!

             Oppose me not, judge, in my quest!

             Accuse me not now of unfitness

             Before the great God, the dread Lord of the West!



   Speak fairly of Nun Tzaddi.
  May he flourish

             In the place of the weighing of hearts

             By the Marsh of the dead, where the

                           crocodiles nourish

             Their lives on the lost
, where the Serpent

                                       upstarts

             ‑ For though I be joined to the Earth,

             In the Innermost Shrine of Heaven am I.

             I was Master of Thebes from my birth;

             Shall I die like a dog? Thou shalt not let

                                       me die!

             But my Khu that the teeth of the

                         crocodiles sever

             Shall be mightily in heaven for ever & ever!

(Body supine, arms outstreched.  Imagine that at each "insult" that you are "...bitten by a serpent, feeling even in [your] body the poison thereof, And let each bite be healed by an eagle or hawk, [a form of Adonai, the H.G.A.] spreading its wings above [your] head, and dropping thereupon a healing dew [of immortality].

0 Fool           Yea! but I am a fool, a flutterer!

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

I Magus          I am a liar and a sorcerer.

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

II Priestess     I am so fickle that I scorn the bridle;

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

III Empress      I am unchaste, voluptuous and idle.

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

IV Emperor       I am a bully and a tyrant crass,

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

V Hierophant     I am as dull and as stubborn as an ass;

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

VI Lovers        I am untrusty, cruel and insane,

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

VII Chariot      I am a fool and frivolous and vain.

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

VIII Strength
   I am a weakling and a coward; I cringe,

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

IX Hermit        I am a catamite
 and cunnilinge.

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

X Fortune        I am a glutton, a besotted wight;

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

XI Justice
      I am a satyr and a sodomite.

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

XII Hanged Man   I am as changeful & selfish as the Sea

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

XIII Death       I am a thing of vice and vanity.

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

XIV Temperance   I am most violent & I vacillate,

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

XV Devil
        I am a blind man and emasculate.

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

XVI Tower        I am a raging fire of wrath ‑ no wiser!

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

XVII Star        I am a blackguard, spendthrift & a miser.

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

XVIII Moon       I am obscure and devious and null.

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

XIX Sun          I am ungenerous and base and dull.

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

XX Judgment      I am not marked with the white Flame

                                     of Breath.

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings!

XXI World        I am a Traitor! ‑ die the traitor's death!

(This last bite is such a "...terrible pang at the nape of the neck that [you] seem to die)

                 I am under the Shadow of the Wings.
(And the healing dew is of such virtue that you [leap] erect to your feet.)

Invoking spiral dance. 
             Now let me pace the Path, bind on

             The girdle of the Starry One!

             Asar! who clutches at my throat?

             Who pins me down? Who stabs my heart?

             I am unfit to pass within this Pylon of the

                                    Hall of Maat.

In North West. See Horus.  A Red Cross is placed within the Egg.
             Soul‑mastering Terror is thy name!

             Lord of the Gods! Dread Lord of Hell!

             I am cone
 I fear thee not. Thy flame

             Is mine to weave my maiden spell!

             I know Thee & I pass Thee by.

             For more than Thou am I!

             Asar! who clutches at my throat?

             Who pins me down? Who stabs my heart?

             I am unfit to pass within this Pylon of the

                                    Hall of Maat.

In South West. See Isis.  A Green Cross is placed within the Egg.
             Sorrow that eateth up the soul.

             Dam of the Gods! The blue sky's Queen!

             This is Thy Name. I come. Control

             And Pass! I know Thee, Lady of Teeu!

             I know Thee, & I pass Thee by.

             For more than Thou am I!

             Asar! who clutches at my throat?

             Who pins me down? Who stabs my heart?

             I am unfit to pass within this Pylon of the

                                    Hall of Maat.

In East. See Thoth. Silence.
  [Hold this silence for a period]  A Yellow Cross is placed within the Egg.
             Asar! who clutches at my throat?

             Who pins me down? Who stabs my heart?

             I am unfit to pass within this Pylon of the

                                    Hall of Maat.

See Nature.
  Lastly, a Silver Cross is placed in the Egg.
             I will not look upon thee more

             For Fatal is thy Name. Begone
!

             False Phantom, thou shalt pass before

             The frowning forehead of the sun.

             I know thee; and I pass thee by.

             For more than thou am I.

Remain in the Pyramid or Cone of Light, as an Egg, but no more of blackness.
Formulating Hexagram.

             Now Witness Ye upon the Earth.

             Spirit and Water and Red Blood!

             Witness Above, bright Babe of Birth,

             Spirit, and Father ‑ that are God!



   As babe in egg, being born.

             For Silence duly is begot

             And darkness duly brought to bed;

             The Shroud is figured in my Thought,

             The Inmost Light is on my head.

(Unbind [Candidate]. Sign of Enterer.)
             Attack! I eat up the strong lions. I!

             Fear is on Seb, on them that dwell therein;

             Behold the radiant Vigour of the Lord!

(Sign of Silence.)
             Defense! I close the mouth of Sebek, ply

             My fear on Nile, asar that held not in!

             Behold my radiant Peace, ye things abhorred.

             For see! The Gods have loosed mine hands

             Asar unfettered stands.

             Hail, Asi, hail! Hoor‑Apep cries ‑

             Now I the Son of Man arise

             And follow ‑ dead where Asar lies!

(Lie down in Sign of Hanged Man and aspire with all your force unto the Holy Guardian Angel.)
1            I gild my left foot with the Light.

2            I gild my Phallus with the Light.

3            I gild my right knee with the Light.

4            I gild my right foot with the Light.

5            I gild my left knee with the Light.       

6            I gild my Phallus with the Light.

7            I gild mine elbow with the Light.

8            I gild my naval with the Light.

9            I gild my heart wedge with the Light.

10           I gild my black throat with the Light.

11           I gild my forehead with the Light.

12           I gild my Phallus with the Light.

(Rising in Sign Mulier.)

             Asar Un‑Nefer!
 I am Thine

             Waiting Thy Glory in the shrine.

             Thy bride, The virgin! Ah, my Lord.

             Smite through the Spirit with Thy Sword!

             Asar Un‑nefer! rise in me,

             The chosen catamite of Thee!                                                       

             Come! Ah, come now! I wait, I wait,

             Patient ‑ impatient slave of Fate,

             Bought by Thy glance ‑ Come now! come now!

             Touch & inform this burning brow.                            

             Asar Un‑nefer! in the shrine,

             Make Thou me wholly Thine!

(Remove Hoodwink)
             I am Asar ‑ worthy alone 

             To sit upon the Double Throne.

             Attack is mine, & mine defence.

             And these are one. Arise, go hence!




LASHTAL
             The Words are spoken duly. The deeds are 

             duly done. My Soul is risen newly to greet

             the risen Sun.

(Bell accordingly.) 
             One! Four! Five! Hail!

             One! Four! Five! Ten! All Hail!

(Give Signs appropriately.)
             I give the sign that rends the Veil.

             The sign that closes up the Veil.

2.  (Sealing of the Pyramid.) 
The Magus with Wand.  On the Alter are Incense, Fire, Bread, Wine, the Chain, the Scourge, the Dagger, & the Oil.  In his left hand the Bell he taketh.
         Hail, Asi! hail, Hoor‑Apep! Let

           The Silence speech beget!

(Two strokes on bell.  Banishing spiral dance.)
         The Words against the Son of Night.

           Tahuti speaketh in the Light

         Knowledge & Power, twin warriors, shake

           The Invisible; they roll asunder

         The Darkness; matter shines, a snake.

           Sebek is smitten by the thunder ‑ 

         The Light breaks forth from Under.

(He goes to the West, in the centre of the base of the

 Pyramid of THOTH (maim), ASI (aleph), and HOOR (shin)) 
         O Thou, the Apex of the Plane,

           With Ibis head & Phoenix Wand

         And Wings of Night! Whose serpents strain 

           Their bodies, bounding the Beyond.

         Thou in the Light & in the Night

           Art One, above their moving might!

(He lays the Wand etc. on the altar, uses the Scourge on his buttocks, cuts a cross with the dagger upon his Breast & tightens the Chain of the Bell about his forehead, saying:)
         The Lustral Water! Smite thy flood

           Through me ‑ lymph, marrow & blood! 

(Anointing the Wounds, say:)
         The Fire Informing! Let the Oil

           Balance, assain, assoil!

(The Invoking Spiral Dance.)
         So Life Takes Fire from Death, & runs

           Whirling amid the Suns.

(Banishing Spiral Dance.)
             Now let mine hands unloose the sweet

             And shining girdle of Nuit!

(The Adorations & the Word. Then at the Altar.)


Above the gemmed azure is



The naked splendour of Nuit;



She bends in ecstasy to kiss



The secret ardours of Hadit.



The Wingèd globe and the starry blue



Are mine, O Ankh-f-n-Khonsu



I am the Lord of Thebes, and I



The inspired forth-speaker of Mentu;



For me unveils the veilèd sky,



The self-slain Ankh-f-n-Khonsu,



Whose words are truth, I invoke, I greet



Thy presence, O Ra-Hoor-Khuit!



Unity uttermost showed!



I adore the might of Thy breath,



Supreme and terrible God,



Who makest the gods and death



To tremble before Thee:--



I, I adore Thee!



Appear on the throne of Ra!



Open the ways of the Khu!



Lighten the ways of the Ka!



The ways of the Khabs run through



To stir me or still me!



Aum! let it fill me!



The Light is mine; its rays consume



Me: I have made a secret door



Into the House of Ra and Tum,



Of Khephra, and of Ahathoor.



I am thy Theban, O Mentu,



The prophet Ankh-f-n-Khonsu!



By Bes-na-Maut my breast I beat;



By wise Ta-Nech I weave my spell.



Show thy star-splendour, O Nuith!



Bid me within thy House to dwell,



Oh winged snake of light Hadit,



Abide with me, Ra-Hoor-Khuit.



LASHTAL
             Behold! the Perfect One hath said

             These are my body's elements 

             Tried & found pure, a golden spoil.

(Act accordingly.
)

             Incense and Wine and Fire and Bread

             These I consume, true Sacraments,

             For the Perfection of the Oil

             ‑ For I am clothed about with flesh

             And I am the Eternal Spirit.

             I am the Lord that riseth fresh

             From Death, whose glory I inherit

             Since I partake with him. I am

             The Manifestor of the Unseen,

             Without me all the land of Khem

             Is as it had not been.


(     (     (     (
             For from the Silence of the Wand

             Unto the Speaking of the Sword,

             And back again to the Beyond,

             This is the toil & the Reward.

             This is the Path of HVA ‑ Ho!

             This is the Path of IAO.

(Bell.)
             Hail! Asi! Hail, thou Wanded Wheel!

             Alpha & Delta kissed & came

             For Five that feed the Flame.

(Bell.)
           Hail, Hoor‑Apep! thou Sword of Steel!

           Alpha and Delta and Epsilon

           Met in the Shadow of the Pylon

           And in Iota did proclaim

           That tenfold core & crown of flame.

           Hail, Hoor‑Apep! Unspoken Name!

         Thus is the Great Pyramid duly builded

             Hail, Hoor! Hail Asi! Hail, Tahuti! Hail,

             Asar Un‑nefer! through the rendered Veil.

             I am Thyself, with all Thy brilliance decked ‑

             Khabs‑Am‑Pekht.

FROM LIBER YOD DCCCXXXI -- Formerly called VESTA

This is probably the complementary text to HHH, being the active practices appropriate to Pyramidos.

   0. Let a magical circle be constructed, and within it an 

upright Tau drawn upon the ground.  Let this Tau be devised 

into 10 squares (See Liber CMLXIII., Illustration 1.)

   1. Let the magician be armed with the Sword of Art.

   2. Let him wear the black robe of a Neophyte.

   3. Let a single flame of camphor burn at the top of the 

Tau, and let there be no other light or ornament.{SUP: 1}

   4. Let him "open" the Temple as in DCLXXI or in any other 

convenient manner.

   5. Standing at the appropriate quarters, at the edge of 

the circle, let him banish the 5 elements by the appropriate 

rituals.

   6. Standing at the edge of the circle, let him banish the 

7 planets by the appropriate rituals.  Let him face the 

actual position of each planet in the heavens at the time of 

his working.

   7. Let him further banish the twelve signs of the Zodiac 

by the appropriate rituals, facing each sign in turn.

   8. Let him at each of these 24 banishings make three 

circumambulations widdershins, with the signs of Horus and 

Harpocrates in the East as he passes it.

   9. Let him advance to the square of Malkuth in the Tau, 

and perform a ritual of banishing Malkuth.  But here let him 

not leave the square to circumambulate the circle, but use 

the formula and God-form of Harpocrates.

   10. Let him advance in turn to the squares Jesod, Hod, 

Netzach, Tiphereth, Geburah, Chesed and banish each by 

appropriate rituals.

   11. And let him know that such rituals include the 

pronunciation of the appropriate names of God backwards, and 

also a curse against the Sephira in respect of all that 

which it is, for that which distinguishes and separates it 

from Kether.

   12. Advancing to the squares of Binah and Chokmah in 

turn, let him banish these also.  And for that by now an awe 

and trembling shall have taken hold upon him, let him banish 

these by a supreme ritual of inestimable puissance; and let 

him beware exceedingly lest his will falter or his courage 

fail.

   13. Finally, let him, advancing to the square of Kether, 

banish that also by what means he may.  At the end whereof 

let him set his foot upon the light, extinguishing it;
 and, 

as he falleth, let him fall within the circle.

                           Letter No. E

                                                        Aug. 18, 1943

Cara Soror,

           Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

Much thought has gone into the construction of your Motto.  "I will become" can be turned neatly enough as "Let there be;" by avoiding the First Pro-noun one gets the idea of "the absorption of the Self in the Beloved," which is exactly what you want.

"The creative Force of the Universe" is quite ready-made.  Pyramis1, a pyramid, is that Force in its geometrical form; in its biological form it is Phallus2, the Yang or Lingam.  Both words have the same numerical value, 831.  These two words can therefore serve you as the secret object of your Work.  How than can you construct the number 831?

The Letter Kaph3, Jupiter (Jehovah), the Wheel of Fortune in the Tarot ---the Atu X is a picture of the Universe built up and revolving by virtue of those Three Principles: Sulphur, Mercury, Salt; or Gunas: Sattvas, Rajas, Tamas --- has the value 20.  So also has the letter Yod4 spelt in full.

One Gnostic secret way of spelling and pronouncing Jehovah is IAO5 and this has the value 811.  So has "Let there be," Fiat, transliterating into Greek.

Resuming all these ideas, it seems that you can express your aspiration very neatly, very fully, by choosing for your motto the words FIAT YOD.

                      Love is the law, love under will.

                                    Fraternally,

                                        666

P.S. Please study this letter, and these explanatory figures (the author, BAPHOMET X( O.T.O., in the original spells each word, giving the numerical equivalent of each letter in puramis, etc.  This is here not copied.) and meditate upon them until you have fully assimilate not only the matter under immediate consideration, but the general method of Qabal-istic research and construction.  Note how new cognate ideas arise to enrich the formula.

                                        666

                           Letter No. F

                                                        Aug. 20, 1943

Cara Soror,

           Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

Let me begin by referring to my letter about the motto and make clear to you the working of this letter.

In this motto you have really got several ideas combined, and yet they are really, of course, one idea.  Fiat, being 811, is identical with IAO, and therefore FIAT YOD might be read not only as "let there be" (or "Let me become"), the secret source of all creative energy, but as "the secret source of the energy of Jehovah."  The two words together, having the value 1*  In the original in Greek

2*  In the original in Greek.

3* In the original in Hebrew.

4* In the original in Hebrew.

5*  In the original in Greek.

of 831, they contain the secret meanings Pyramis and Phallos, which is the same idea in different forms; thus you have three ways of expressing the creative form, in its geometrical aspect, its human aspect, and its divine aspect.  I am making a point of this, because the working out of this motto should give you a very clear idea of the sort of way in which Qabalah should be used.  I think it is rather useful to remember what the essence of the Qabalah is in principle; thus, in your correspondence for Malkuth, Yesod, and Hod you are simply writing down some of the ideas which pertain to the numbers 10, 9, and 8 respectively.  Naturally, there is a great deal of re-dundancy and overloading as soon as you get to ideas important enough to be comprehensive; as is mentioned in the article on the Qabalah in Equi-nox Vol. I, No. 5, it is quite easy to prove 1 = 2 = 3 = 4, etc.

On the other hand, you must be careful to avoid taking the correspondences given in the books of reference without thinking out why they are so given. Thus, you find a camel in the number which refers to the Moon, but the Tarot card "the Moon" refers not to the letter Gimel which means camel, but to the letter Qoph, and the sign Pisces which means fish, while the letter itself refers to the back of the head; and you also find fish has the meaning of the letter Nun.  You must not go on from this, and say that the back of your head is like a camel - the connection between them is simply that they all refer to the same thing.

In studying the Qabalah you mention six months; I think after that time you should be able to realize that, after six incarnations of uninterrupted study, you may realize that you can never know it; as Confucius said about the Yi King.  "If a few more years were added to my life, I would devote a hundred of them to the study of the Yi."

If, however, you work at the Qabalah in the same way as I did myself, in season and out of season, you ought to get a very fair grasp of it in six months.  I will now tell you what this method is: as I walked about, I made a point of attributing everything I saw to its appropriate idea.  I would walk out of the door of my house and reflect that door is Daleth, and house Beth; now the word "dob" is Hebrew for bear, and has the number 6, which refers to the Sun.  Then you come to the fence of your property and that is Cheth - number 8, number of Tarot Trump 7, which is the Chariot: so you begin to look about for your car.  Then you come to the street and the first house you see is number 86, and that is Elohim, and it is built of red brick which reminds you of Mars and the Blasted Tower, and so on. As soon as this sort of work, which can be done in a quite lighthearted spirit, becomes habitual, you will find your mind running naturally in this direction, and will be surprised at your progress.  Never let your mind wander from the fact that your Qabalah is not my Qabalah; a good many of the things which I have noted may be useful to you, but you must construct your own system so that it is a living weapon in your hand.

I think I am fair if I say that the first step on the Qabalah which may be called success, is when you make an actual discovery which throws light on some problem which has been troubling you.  A quarter of a century ago I was in New Orleans, and was very puzzled about my immediate course of action; in fact I may say I was very much distressed.  There seemed literally no-thing that I could do, so I bethought myself that I had better invoke Mercury.  As soon as I got into the appropriate frame of mind, it naturally occurred to me, with a sort of joy, "But I am Mercury."  I put it into Latin --- Mercurius sum, and suddenly something struck me, a sort of nameless reaction which said: "That's not quite right."  Like a flash it came to me to put it into Greek, which gave me "Hermes Eimi", {Keynote:  may wish to convert to true Greek} and adding that up rapidly, I got the number 418, with all the marvellous correspondences which had been so abundantly useful to me in the past (See Equ. of the Gods, p. 138).  My troubles disappeared like a flash of lightning.

Now to answer your questions seriatum; it is quite all right to put ques-tions to me about The Book of the Law; a very extended commentary has been written, but it is not yet published.  I shall probably be able to answer any of your questions from the manuscript, but you cannot go on after that when it would become a discussion; as they say in the law-courts, "You must take the witness' answer."

II. The Qabalah, both Greek and Hebrew, also very likely Arabic, was used by the author of The Book of the Law.  I have explained above the proper use of the Qabalah.  I cannot tell you how the early Rosicrucians used it, but I think one may assume that their methods were not dissimilar to our own.  Incidentally, it is not very safe to talk about Rosicrucians, because their name has become a signal for letting loose the most devastating floods of nonsense.  What is really known about the original Rosicrucians is prac-tically confined to the three documents which they issued.  The eighteenth century Rosicrucians may, or may not, have been legitimate successors of the original brotherhood - I don't know.  But from them the O.T.O. derived its authority; The late O.H.O. Theodor Reuss possessed a certain number of documents which demonstrated the validity of his claim according to him; but I only saw two or three of them, and they were not of very great impor-tance.  Unfortunately he died shortly after the last War, and he had got out of touch with some of the other Grand Masters.  The documents did not come to me as they should have done; they were seized by his wife who had an idea that she could sell them for a fantastic price; and we did not feel inclined to meet her views.  I don't think the matter is of very great importance, the work being done by members of the Order all over the place is to me quite sufficient.

III. The Ruach contains both the moral and intellectual worlds, which is really all that we mean by the conscious mind; perhaps it even includes certain portions of the subconscious.

IV. In initiation from the grade of Neophyte to that of Zelator, one passes by this way.  The main work is to obtain admission to, and control of, the astral plane.

Your expressions about "purifying the feelings" and so on are rather vague to enter into a scientific system like ours.  The result which you doubt-less refer to is attained automatically in the course of your experiments. Your very soon discover the sort of state of mind which is favourable or unfavourable to the work, and you also discover what is helpful and harm-ful to these states in your way of life.  For instance, the practice like the non-receiving of gifts is all right for a Hindu whose mind is branded for ten thousand incarnations by the shock of accepting a cigarette or a cup of tea.  Incidentally, most of the Eastern cults fall down when they come West, simply because they make no allowance for our different tempera-ments.  Also they set tasks which are completely unsuitable to Europeans -an immense amount of disappointment has been caused by failure to recognize these facts.

Your sub-questions a, b, and c are really answered by the above.  All the terms you use are very indefinite.  I hope it will not take too long to get you out of the way of thinking in these terms.  For instance, the word "initiation" includes the whole process, and how to distinguish between it and enlightenment I cannot tell you.  "Probation," moreover, if it means "proving," continues throughout the entire process.  Nothing is worse for the student than to indulge in these mild speculations about ambiguous terms.

V. You can, if you like, try to work out a progress of Osiris through Amennti on the Tree of Life, but I doubt whether you will get any satis-factory result.

It seems to me that you should confine yourself very closely to the actual work in front of you.  At the present moment, of course, this includes a good deal of general study; but my point is that the terms employed in that study should always be capable of precise definition.  I am not sure whether you have my Little Essays Toward Truth.  The first essay in the book entitled "Man" gives a full account of the five principles which go to make up Man according to the Qabalistic system.  I have tried to define these terms as accurately as possible, and I think you will find them,, in any case, clearer than those to which you have become accustomed with the Eastern systems.  In India, by the way, no attempt is ever made to use these vague terms.  They always have a very clear idea of what is meant by words like "Buddhi," "Manas" and the like.  Attempts at translation are very unsatisfactory.  I find that even with such a simple matter as the "Eight limbs of Yoga," as you will see when you come to read my Eight Lectures.

I am very pleased with your illustrations; that is excellent practice for you.  Presently you have to make talismans, and a Lamen for yourself, and even to devise a seal to serve as what you might call a magical coat-of-arms, and all this sort of thing is very helpful.

It occurs to me that so far we have done nothing about the astral plane and this path of Tau of which you speak.  Have you had any experience of travelling in the astral?  If not, do you think that you can begin by your-self on the lines laid down in Liber O, sections 5 and 6?  (See Magick, pp. 387‑9).  If not you had better let me take you through the first gates. The question of noise instantly arises; I think we should have to do it not earlier than nine o'clock at night, and I don't know whether you can manage this.

                      Love is the law, love under will.

                                    Fraternally,

                                        666

The following page introduced Liber HHH in Equinox, but was ommitted from Magick in Theory and Practice, probably for reasons of secrecy.


L I B E R   H H H


  "Sunt duo modi per quos homo fit Deus: Tohu et Bohu.

  "Mens quasi flamma surgat, aut quasi puteus aquae quiescat.

  "Alteri modi sunt tres exempli, qui illis extra limine collegii sancti dati sunt.

  "In hoc primo libro sunt Aquae Contemplationis."

   Two are the methods of becoming God: The Upright and the Averse.  Let the Mind become as a flame, or as a well of still water.

   Of each method are three principal examples given to them that are without the Threshold.

   In this first book are written the Reflexions.

  "Sunt tres contemplationes quasi halitus in mente humana abysso inferni.  Prima Nekros; secunda, Pyramis; tertia, Phallos vocatur.  Et hae reflexiones aquaticae sunt trium enthusiasmorum, Apollonis, Dionysi, Veneris.

  "Tota stella est Neschesh et Messiach, nomen A.H.I.H. cum I.H.V.H. conjunctum."

   There are three contemplations as it were breaths in the human mind, that is the Abyss of Hell:  the first is called Nekros (305 Death), the second Pyramis (691? Pyramid), and the third Phallos (691 Phallus).
  

   These are the watery reflexions of the three enthusiasms; those of Apollo, Dionysus, and Aphrodite.

   The whole star is Nechesh (358 Serpent) and Messiah (358 Savior), the name A.H.I.H. (47 Eheieh) joined with I.H.V.H. (26 Yahweh).




    � Underlined text was added from the edition of 93 Publishing and was not included in the Stellar Visions edition.


    � This comment is found only in the Equinox and not in Magick...   There is an apparent blind, though since section one which clearly explains the Pyramidos initiation is attributed to Death (Nekros) and Apollo.  The second section which explains the Zelator ritual, the Passing of the Tuat which is the Egyptian after-death experience is attributed to "Third Pyramid" and Dionysus.  Since Dionysus is a "Dying God" I have left this attribution with chapter two.  Liber Viarum Viae attributes section one to the path of Resh.  See opening page of HHH at end of this piece.


    � The Pyramid is a complicated symbol in Crowley's system of magick.  It is not only a place of initiation and a tomb but also a phallic symbol.  The connection of phallos and pyramis is clearly stated in Liber Aleph as well as in Liber HHH (In Magick).  Hence the image of "building the pyramid" can have another, sexual meaning.


    � Tahuti as Chokmah is the true source of LVX as Binah/Asi is of NOX.


    � The following three Hebrew letters are the "mother letters," that is, the three primal elements of Water, Air, Fire respectively.  These references were not in the Stellar Visions edition.  The Triangle described is that of the three diamonds used in Crowley's magick circle--East: purple--Thoth  Northwest: Green


--Asi  Southwest:Orange--Hoor


    � After the lightning flash, a minute point of light rests at the zenith.  It shall descend tracing a spiral right cone thoroughout the opening.  This cone or pyramid stands upon the sea and it is now Day (LUX), the Golden Dawn.  


    � This line is missing from the 93 Publishing edition.


    � It is not known for certain if this is the "secret" word of a Neophyte.  The word which is given in the published versions is certainly a "blind."  But, it is suggestive since it indicates a word of the following structure: abcdba.  Crowley mentions in Liber L.L.L.L.L. that the word adds up to 93.  The "blind" word is followed by a spurious gematria of 271.  Lashtal, if spelled in the normal manner, adds to 371.  100 is the value of Qoph, the path of illusion, which must be removed.  La=31  ShT=XXXI (by Atu #) Al = 31: Total of 93.  It therefore seems a logical choice, especially since in his diaries he indicates that it is a solar complement to the lunar formula Abrahadabra.


    � Alpha=Aleph, the Fool,Air -- Delta=Daleth, The Empress,Venus -- Epsilon=He, The Emperor or The Star,Aries or Aquarius. ADH=10


    � See Liber Aremis Iota vel Del coitu Scholia Triviae sub figura DCLXVI (666!) in Crowley's Magick Without Tears, pp 131-137.


    � In the 93 Pub. version, these words are run together into one.  For more on this word, see The Vision and the Voice, the Tenth Aethyr.  This seems to be an error because the sequence when reversed is wrong.  The following rendition follows the version found in The Vision and the Voice.  Pronounced "zod-ah-zod-ah-seh, zod-ah-zod-ah-se, Nah-sah-tah-nah-dah, zod-ah-zod-ah-seh."


    � Satisfy hunger?


    � To pardon, atone


    � You must put your own name in here, worked into the meter of the poetry.


    � The Stellar Visions version says "lose"--probably a typo.


    � This comment is extrapolated from Liber 341 H.H.H. sec. I, verse 7.


    � 24th Aethyr: Sub umbra alarum tuarum Adonai quies et felicitas.  (Under your wings, Adonai there is peace and happiness).  This refers to the 5o=6( initiation.  Also, see Liber LXV cap II in general--the White Swan floating in the blue and the Eagle from the Abyss of Glory (Zeus), who cast a black shadow over Ganymede.


    � Obviously old aeon attribution (VIII-Leo, XI-Libra).


    � A boy used in pederastic relations.


    � The association between Libra--Justice/Adjustment is obscure.  It is not likely that he intends Leo either.


    � Devil-Ayin=eye.  Blind force of nature.


    � These last two comments are paraphrased from Liber 341 H.H.H. sec. I verse 7, combined with directions from Pyramidos.


    � The 93 pub. version indicates to "See Horus" after this verse.


    � If this is not a typo for "come" it refers to the cone of light which is the pyramid surrounding the black egg which surrounds the magician (See Liber 341 sec. I verse 4.)


    � Herein is silence; for he that hath rightly performed the meditation will understand the inner meaning hereof, and it shall serve as a test of himself and his fellows.


    � This reference is also unclear.  The only other similar reference to "Nature" in a Thelemic ritual is in the Vo O.T.O. version of the L.V.X. formula, where Isis or Asi is attributed to Natura for the N of INRI. (Iacchus, Natura, Ratio, IAO).  Clearly, this is intended to stand in some sort of contrast to the rational character of Horus.  Perhaps this has its roots in Henri Bergson's irrationalist philosophy which emphasizes the existence of an original life force carried through all successive generations.  No doubt Crowley was powerfully moved by this.  Note that Mathers' wife was the daughter of Bergson.


    � In both editions, it read "Bergone."  Since this is not a word, it is certainly a typo or perhaps a veiled joking reference to Bergson (?)


    � This could perhaps have sexual connotations: see Liber 333 cap. 69.  Also, Magick in Theory and Practice cap. XX: The Eucharist of six elements, which is reserved for high initiates.  The Lance and the Graal are firstly dedicated to the Holy Spirit of Life, in Silence.  The Bread and Wine are then fermented and manifested by vibration, and received by the Virgin Mother.  The elements are then intermingled and consumed after the Epiphany of Iacchus, when `Countenance beholdeth not Countenance.'"  Note that the Hexagram symbolizes the union of Man and God or H.G.A.


    � The 93 Pub. version indicates to perform the Sign of the Enterer after this verse.


    � Latin for "Woman." It is the typical gnostic form of Baphomet--arms upraised in a crescent suggesting the moon, legs spread wide.  See Magick in Theory and Practice p 333 where it is used to correspond to Babalon--West--Water.


    � Myself made perfect.


    � One of the signs of a Lord of the Paths of the Portal.  It is a representation of opening a curtain in front of one.  See the plate in Magick in Theory and Practice p viii.  The performance of this sign opens the sphere of Tifareth by rending the Veil of the Tabernacle, thus invoking the element of spirit.


    � This line is missing from the 93 Publishing edition.


    � The 93 Pub. version reverses the order of these two last lines, but this would ruin the rhyming pattern.


    � Liber 341 H.H.H. says in sec. I v 11: "The grace [of attaining to the union with the Holy Guardian Angel] having been granted unto him, let him partake mystically of the Eucharist of Five Elements..."  In Magick... cap XX, he describes this as follows: for basis wine for taste, a rose for smell, a flame for sight, a bell for sound, and a dagger for touch.  This sacrament is implied in the Mass of the Phoenix in a slightly different form."  The reference may also be to the consumption of the magical elixir if the "formula of the Hexagram" is applied on the physical plane.


    � Liber 341 H.H.H. sec. I v 11 indicates that after consumption of the Eucharist, this formula which seals up the LVX in the astral egg is to be employed to close the ceremony.  He affirms the extreme importance of this by stating it twice: "and let him proclaim Light in Extension; yea, let him proclaim Light in Extension."


    � In circumstances where this is inappropriate let him be 


armed with wand and lamp instead of as in text. --- N. [Crowley's note]


    � If armed with wand and lamp let him extinguish the light with his hand. --- N. [Crowley's note]


    � The Three Mothers--The mother letters being Aleph (air) Mem (water) and Shin (fire) which head each of these chapters.  The Three Fathers are IAO (Spelled IAF, see Magick in Theory and Practice).  Aleph, Beth, Yod, but the sequence is not clear.


    � [Tohu Bohu is an English rendition of the Hebrew phrase from Genesis I:2 "without form and void."  (Th.H.V.  V.B.H.V.) The whole phrase is generally used to signify "Chaos," but it is apparent that Crowley intends TOHU to signify "void" and BOHU to be something closer to "chaos."  Then, Crowley translates these terms as meaning "Upright" and "Averse."  Following Frater E.A.O.A.'s strange interpretation of "Averse pentagram" meaning "backwards" rather than "inverted," we have little help here.  Clearly "upright" intends flame, while "averse" intends water.  Interestingly, Crowley explains that the pentagrams in the Star Ruby are "aright" and "red" for Geburah and Mars.  The traditional LBRP, which might be described as "averse" in the terms here discussed, uses blue pentagrams.  This text deals with the Tohu--Averse.  Liber XVII IAO, which dealt with the Active form of these meditations is apparently lost.] 


    � Crowley attributes the value 831 to pyramid and phallus elsewhere, and the value 671 to the Ritual Pyramidos.  Also, there is an apparent blind here since the first section is clearly about the Pyramid and the second is about Death.


    � AHIH + IHVH = AHIHVH.  Taking the Three Mothers, H.H.H. and replacing them with the Three Mother Letters A.M.Sh. concealed by the HHH, a new word is obtained: A.Sh.I.A.V.M.  Its value is also 358 and it has a special entry in the Sepher Sephiroth which says: "we get IAO [Omega] &"  Notice that the three remaining letters are A.I.V., which rearranged form the Thelemic IAO (IAF F=Vau, pronounced "oo").  Hence this formula combines the 3 Mothers with the 3 Fathers, and hence it is the Sixfold Star.





