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AN OPEN LETTER 

TO 

LORD BEA VERBROOK 

To the Right Honourable Lord Bea\'erbrook : 

My Lord, 

I make this appeal to you as a Peer of the Realm 
-an appointed guardian of its public honour
and as proprietor of the Sunday Express, to 
redress a most grave and indefensible injury 
committed by that paper against the social honour, 
life, and work of an English gentleman and man 
of letters, and against the personal virtue of 
three very noble women who have renounced 
their private ambitions in order to help in his 
work. 

1. The case is as follows :-

Between November 1922 and March 192 3, 
the Sunday Express published a series of sensa-
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tional articles ill which it claimed, from a motive 
(If puhlic dllt:', to renal the truth ahout the life 
and \\,( 'rk d .\kister C'rO\\'lcy, explorer, drama
!i~t, POl'!, 1,]lill1spphn ;llId artist. 

'I'll/Sf Iit/i,/ll' 1:'{)'{ II m£lss III' /ies. 
'<<It 1111]\ \'ITl' they \\'holly false in splnt-

t 1:< «<l'lll :;i1 t ~'1I1 h, in n ny matter of importance, 
h"III' -:,11111)1\ ~lqlf)r, s<\,d hid, ('"cept for such 
"Lit, ':,,"';< .1" ',\\ 1'( harmk,.:-; ill thelllsl'h'cs or 
lfl\lil t!:(\ \\.n· \\hl,lh fal"c ill the It.'ttcr also. 

1 \'.,' ,t 11 t'" lies ;1]\' "Il indefellsihle in point 
I:f : .. <1, ,111\1 -i' !l'plJc<na:lt to ncry principle 
" "j, (,;,' \ .in.i ~.lir pl.!:, that they must, in the 
,\,.1.';" :1'i, 1,-';'111,1 l'll' the hOl1our of the British 
Pr-.·'" I" ; k~l!' I" nl fll1C(" for all. 

.., III tIlt.' :-:'llllday I':"press of -:\o\'ember 26, 
I1)2..', (Ill f()ll(l\\ inL: appears: 

ALEJSTER CROWLEY'S ORGI£S IN SICILY 

\\ OME:--; YICTIMS 

Thrt'l' women he keeps there perman
elll h f()r his orl2'ies. All of them he 
hrllllL:,ht from America two or three years 
al!(). One is a French-American ,g~)yer
ness, one is an ex-schoolmistress, and one 
a cinema actress from Los Angeles. 
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Whenever he needs money, and cannot get 
it from fresh victims, he sends them on the 
streets of Palermo or Naples to earn it for 
him. 

He served 
once a prison sentence in Am",rica for 
procuring young girls for a similar purpose. 

Both statements arc absolute lies. 
The first falselv and ,,'antonlv accuses identifi

able ,,'omen of l;eing ens!awc( prostitutes. 
The second falsely and \\'antonly accuses a 

well-knll\\'n man of ' letters of heil{g a proved 
felon. 

Taken together, they show that anonymous 
scoundrels, backed by' the resources of a' great 
newspaper organisation, can ~-in real fact, as 
distinct from legal fiction--freely direct, against 
any man or woman who happens to be socially 
ill-protected, an unscrupulously untrue and in
decent campaign, which, judged by its effects, 
may be morally indistinguishable from murder. 

1. This state of affairs constitutes a menace 
of unprecedented ,gravity against the life and work 
of every individual citizen, and against the very 
foundations of public morality. 

The allegation that a man has been imprisoned 
as a white sla'ver is as vitally damaging as any 
that can be made. 
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Clearly, if that allegation is absolutely false, 
the offence to justice is grave almost beyond 
precedent. A lie so base and hurtful must be 
withdrawn at once, frankly and fully, with all 
possible publicity. To deny the absolute right 
of truth and justice to be instantly vindicated 
in the matter must he repugnant to your sense 
of honour. 

So! only has .Hr. Crowley not seY'l~ed a prison 
sentfllce in America as a white slaver, but he has 
nt"l'er bun eZ'fll accused of any crime before any 
(our! in allY country in the world. 

The statement made in the Sunday Express 
is thus an absolute lie ; your editor knows that 
it is a lie; and you, my 'Lord, are in a position 
t() satisfy yourself conclusively that it is a lie. 

r submit, that as proprietor of the Sunday 
Express--one of the greatest forces in the news
paper world, and in the public life of the nation
you are under a clear obligation to ascertain 
the truth in this matter, and to compel your 
editor to publish it in such a way as to redress 
the wrong wrought by his foul lie. 

+. His plea that, unless his statements had 
all been correct, lVIr. Crowley would have sued 
the paper for libel immediately, is a base and 
cynical attempt to ignore the evident disabilities 
of every kind which beset the absentee, the poor 
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man, or the man wrapped up in creative work, 
in taking legal action against a wealthy and power
ful corporation. To him a libel suit, even if 
not actually impossible, means, at the very least, 
financial chaos and the indefinite paralysis of 
his work. :.vforc than this, the Ii/Jel, hmvcver 
false in point of fact, may be so damaging in 
purport, and make so unscrupulous an appeal 
to violent popular passions, that it robs its 
victim, in alh'ance, of anv of the normal means 
of redress. -

The man of letters is peculiarly ill-protected 
against sensational newspaper calumny. Every 
editor and publisher must reck()I1, I1l)wadavs 
almost e"clusively, not with the real truth abo~t 
an author, nor with the halanced judgment of 
the educated rcader or man of the world, but 
with the prejudices and passions of the masses. 
Unless therefore a man of letters is wealthv 
t'nough to call his traducer to instant account i~ 
court of law, the absolute falsity of a newspaper 
calumny will not prevent it from working, right 
from the start, almost as much mischief as if it 
were proven truth. It may reduce its victim, 
at a stroke, from affluence to pm'erty, or from 
poverty to absolute destitution. It may destroy 
his credit, in every kind, for a critical initial 
period; and in the time that elapses before he 
can compel a hearing, the lie may have done its 
work, and wrought vital damage-both personally 
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to the man, and to the impersonal cause of art 
and letters-which can never by any possibility 
be remedied. 

Your editor's lie has wrought this han)C, and 
TnOl'e. 

In Franct', my Lord, as you are doubtless 
aware, any man attacked in a newspaper has 
tlie k:..;al ;i:..:hr t() reply in its columns, and his 
rl'pl: llillst Iw printed in the same type and in 
tIll' -;;nllv pLIU' as tht' mil.!,inal attack, This 
1;1\\ is adlllirahh' just and wist'. Its effect has 
11('('n til pllt d CI)lllpktt' stop, ill France, to this 
t' lac~ lll' I d ;1 III )Il\JlIOllS defamation, \\,}1t.'ther used 
J.~ till' il1,-;111111'('!11 of j()urnalistic blackmail, or 
-;illlply as .1 (l)lIll (If rrotltabk sensationalism, 
Till' l,rl':-('11t cast' sll()\\ s how a man of letters, 
1I11pr 1 't( l'tnl \1\ this ri:..:ht ()f !'l'ply, can he sub
ltd, d l" ;1 lll\\Sp:lpU ,'dit()r to puhlic foul-play 
'II tt:l' Ill l )·;t atr()ci(Jllo.; and lllurdnolis kind. 

~, \: t h, l'l'~illlllnL: ()f July, I ()22-\\ hile 
\ I r, ('r()\\k~ \\ :IS sl ill li\inl-! in London, and 
lllililths lwf()rc this campai,L:n of lies \\'as mooted--
fir' ~il!llt·d a contract \\ itb 11 is publishers for the 
\\ ritiJl!! and production of his autobiography. 
This \\as coml11t'llced in London, and \\'as well 
IInder \\;1\', when, at the end of October, Mr. 
Crmdey left Ene,land for his home in Sicily. 
A fortnight later the Sunday Express commenced 
its campaign of lies by printing a biography 
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of its own, giving, in something less than a column, 
"the full life history and record of this sinister 
author", Throughout the course of these attacks, 
and aften\'ards :\Ir. CrO\dey worked steadily, 
,vriting 600,000 \yords, in circumstancf:s of extreme 
difficulty and hardship. and compieted the first 
draft ()f his autohiographv in ~eptember, 1923, 

It is :\Jr. ('ro\\'ley's magnum opus, and nne of 
the most human and illuminatin!! records e\,er 
\Hitten. I t is that independent statement of positi7.'f 
trutlz which :'\c\\man rightly declared to be the 
or:ly possihle and proper defence against a vast 
mass of irrl'sponsible and anonymous defamation. 
It is :\Ir. Cro\\'le\"S real \'indication---his vindi
cation for all time-" agaimt any serious attack 
on his personal honour, \\'hether as artist, patriot 
or man. 

The iniquity of the SItuation created bv your 
editor's abominable lies is!!laringly shown by 
the fact that :\I r. Crowley's publishers, despite 
their complete sympathy and good ,vill, feel 
unable, for the time being, to proceed with the 
publication of the work. They state that the 
book trade and the big libraries, in England and 
abroad, will boycott the book, from the start, 
unless the spe~ific lies, here denounced, are 
first destroyed, once for all. 

The who~le event illustrates the absolute neces
sity for that right of reply which the law of 
France provides. In no other way can a private 
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indi\'idual obtain for his defence anything like 
the same order of publicity as the attack makes 
for itself. 

It Tllay eH'l\ happen, as the present case shows, 
tll.,l if 111" liar chooses his opportunity with 
,';;! "ltlel ,-; iln! hampeH·d with a sense of deccncv 
ilr Llir I ,1.i'., hi~< \icti11l ma\ he l'ut ()n fl (jIll an~' 
(ll.ll;\'( ·)1 il\;lklll:": a public: rep!}' ~It all, or e\'C;1 
;1:1(" 11l.', if 1" III kll()\\'ll ihat his :~i1CllCl' is l'llfllll'cd 

:lild :tIlt \ld!lilLiI\', 

(, \\'hl: ~ lit ;:-:,,\Il: ilf ! lit' ~;llld;1 \ E\:prcss for 
\~\!\ unl'li Ji 1l';I, .. hld :\1r, Crt ,\\ley in Siciiy, 
til, ;I! O!lce \,;-ult' In \.)ll him:'-l'if. lIe pointed 
II1It that ill ',Ll'~ mat, rialh' dcfcllcl'k~", ;It the 
tllllt', ;l:.':;llii~l :ltt;l<,'ks i'l L"ndull, ho\n:\cr false. 
lie lIL:l'd \i"l, in \'Ollr ')\\il intcr('''t no lc'is than 

. , 

)11'" [(I In..:i..;l on that ilH'<lSUrl' of fair play which 
;1 '\:1, ckariy in your ;)()\\'('r to L::in'. and asked 
f..: .\il ;!ldqwlldcllt ii:'luiry ill!<1 the charges, 

'; ii( kill'! \\':\" j"J'\\ dni( ,1 tt) ynll hy hIS pu
l'II"li', I" btll lleithn ;1('kIl(J\\'lcd~IJ'l'J.t nur reply 
'\:1', l'\cr n'\.'\!\l,d h\ then, ()r him, Instead, 
<Ill FchnLIr\ 2.::; ;ind :\LllCh 4, the Sunday Express 
1'f1ntcd a ~rot(':,qll,~h stupid narrati\'e defaming 
his life at C, hlt'l, accompanied by insulting 
taunts to lill his purse by means of a libel suit. 
These new lies were reprinted, in part, by 
various Italian newspapers, though not bv the 
Sicilian journals; and at the end of April Mr. 
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Crowley was expelled from Italian territory and 
deported to Tunis, despite a petition to Signor 
::\Tussolini, signed by all the leading citizens of 
Cefalu, protestin~ asainst sllch action. ~o reason 
\vas given for this expulsion, nor was any charge 
preferred, hilt your ('eli tor is doubtless correct 
in daimin~ the n'C'nt as the rc\\'ard (If his lic:" 

The resllit \\'as to reduce \lr. Cr()\dey, who 
was CO!l\akSCl'nt at the timt from a jl)!l,L': and 
dam;-erous i1hwss, to ;lbs()]urc d('stitlltinn. At 
seven days' notice he \\'a:-:. torn from his family, 
his library, and all the rl'SUUIT!.'S (If 11i:-; crAt, 
and obliged to lin; in :\()rth ,\trica. from hanJ to 
mouth, with hi:-; life ,,'()rk indctinit('l~' c;u~pcndcd 
and maimed. It \Va:-; Tl1(l!'\.' tlnn l'\ cr impossih1c 
for him to refute ct11cit'l1 t h' the lil':-: ()f tlle 
Sunday ExprL'ss, 

7. Circllill,.;tanccs kd til my undertakin:..:; the 
task of C()Pill~"': \\ith the ,kspnJt~' p()sitio[l illt(\ 
which :\lr, CnJ\\'ley's famih' a!ld dependants 
were thus suddenly thr<l\\'n, a t:lsk \\hich he 
himself -'-penniless, and hroken in healt h --could 
not then eH:11 hCl;in. Th\l,' I ohtained first
hand experience of the vile mischief that can 
be done to innocent and d(JeIlceiess persons by 
such abuse of newspaper power as your editor 
has been guilty of. I decided, in the end, to 
put aside my own scientific work in order to 
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come to England and compel full redress of this 
abominable injustice. 

In June of this year, I placed a statement of 
the case before ~Ir. James Douglas, the literary 
t'ditor of the Sunday Express, who had initiated 
rhis L'ampaign of calumny by printing, under his 
• '\\ll name. a ~rossly vituperative revie\\' of ~Ir. 
('r()\\!n's n()\l'J ''The Diary of a Drug Fiend". 
f I is art irk misrepresented the moral purpose 
i.t filar \\ork, LlS tl'l'lIL')1IScd in numerous reviews 
(,t :t h men of letters in reputable journals: 
i l ;, ;1-': .11l IJr[!ll' or salacity ,md, in essence, 
:, lIe. 

\ ;,i;lt'l'<I a ()flY of this statement before the 
~·dil'l!Lll i)1;;lrd i,l the Sunday Express, pointing 
'lut thal clll' ,\ssertion that l\Ir. Crowley had 
Sen nl ;\ llris()ll sentence (in America o~ else
'.\ Ill'll, \\Ill't1ILT for the crime allq,,:ed or for any 
• II Iln \ Itklll'l') \\as demunstrably untrue, and 
;l~k llH! sirnph for the full and f~ank withdra\val 
( ,f that particlllar lie, 

.\t the same time I sent you pri\atcly a full 
.;tatl'rnent, supported by documents, not only 
rcflltin[!" your editor's calumnies, but containing 
sllfficient positi\'e truth concerning l\Ir. Crowley's 
life and work to pro\'e that the case put forward 
hy the Sunday Express was as false in the spirit 
as in the letter. 

I did everything I could to ensure that these 
representations should come to your personal 
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notice. Here again, I have received neither 
acknowledgment nor reply. 

8. Such pt:rsistent silence, whatever its explan
ation, compels me to hring the essential issue 
to your notice in this m'lre public manner . 

}'our editor asserts that ,111'. Cnne/fOr has 
scr'('cd ({ prlsol! ,"fll/llia III ~'JJll('rl((/fur pro
curll/g yO/IIIJ; glr/.,' fur il/J~il!l()US purposes, 

The Im/h is Ihot ,lIr, (;rlJzcln' hilS IW'L'n 

bcel/ so milch (/.1' 1/((11\1 d Id {lilY aime I}(ji)~e 
(/ln' cour/ 11/ 1111\' (lIllll/),\' ill IIie leur/d, 

:\'0\\' no hrlnl'st pcr-:'(lll can pretend for :1 mo
ment that any k~:ll pr( 'CL'SS is needed in ordcr 
to cxpose the :lhso1utll1l'S" ()f this particular lie, 

A criminal c()mictillll is a mattn of public 
record, and sllch ,lI1 alkL',atioJ1 as your editor 
has made is clpahk (,f rit;o[(Jtls r'roof or disproof, 
like any other mattn of (Ifflcially recorded public 
historY, 

It i~ this Ol)\'jollS fact, instant1, felt h\' every 
reader, that makes this lie so da~tardly,' Ever}, 
reader instincti\(.'l" assumes that neither care
lessness nor malice could print a downright lie 
in a matter which is so vital, and \'\"hicl~ can, 
from its yery nature, be so conclusively ascertain
ed. Every reader assumes that no editor could 
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be so criminally or suicidally unscrupulous as 
to publish such' a damaging defamation without 
heing able to prove its truth immediately, by 
specifyinc; the time and place of the alleged 
l'oO\-iction and appealing to the official records 
t)f the court, [,-erv reader assumes, therefore, 
withollt hesitation, tl;at sHch an allegation, dcliber
ateh- pllhlished, bv a \vell-known paper, as an' 
indictml'll!) mllst he true. 

I}. :'\ow VOU, mv Lord, as proprietor of the 
:-;lInd~l\' E"p'ress, G~n satisfy yourself, by a few 
1llirllltl'S' inqlliry, that your editor is unable to 
~plcil\ !! Il~ date or place of any such conviction. 

\""'1 \'~lll compel him to admit to vou that he 
printed this, the'most damaging libel ~onceivable, 
,·ither \\ithollt tn-ing to verify it, or after failing 
to do so. 

You can satisfy vourself that he has not now, 
alld newr has flad, onc shred of evidence in 
support of his allcgation. 

10. I do not douht that you will attribute 
to these facts the same mo~al significance as 
e\'erv honest man will; namely, that your editor 
is utterl\' irresponsible and unscrupulous, devoid 
of an~' p-roper regard for truth, fair play, or public 
morality. 

Cons'idering the circumstances in which YIr. 
Crowley was placed at the time-circumstances 
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well-known to your editor-this infamous lie 
was quite strictly murderous: for a man may 
be done to death by venomous libels far less 
mercifully than by cruder poisons. 

I I. 1\1v Lord, YOU cannot escape the gravest 
personal ~esponsibility in this mdtter. 

Your editor could not, with any private resonr
ces of his o\\-n, undertake a protracted news
paper campaign of libt I. It is your wealth, 
in particular, that he relies on when he challenges 
1\lr. Crowley to fill his pockets hy means of an 
action at law. It is your capital, ill various 
kinds, that he uses in o;der to cuIIect anonymous 
gossip, purchase slanderous intervie\v~" and give 
to his calumnies a world-wide publICIty. You 
cannot avoid moral responsibility for his dis
honourable ahu~e of the power which you have 
put into his hands. If you could not prevent 
his infamous libels, you are bound to redrt'ss 
the wrong as soon as it is pointed out to you. 

In putting into the hands of unscrupulous 
scoundrels the power to bring innocent persons, 
virtuallv defenceless, to starvation, you- a Peer 
of the' Realm, one of the chosen guardians of 
its public honour, a representatiyc of the ill~s
trious traditions of English chivalry-- are helpmg 
to degrade the standards of public morality 
and hOllour. 
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12. Your editor-merely for the purpose of 
striking a foul blow at Mr. Crowley-·has singled 
out from among his colleagues three ladies who 
have been noble :md unselfish enough to renounce 
their pwfessional careers in order to help in his 
\\(lrk. 

These laJies arc not British subjects, but your 
edit()r has identified them quite clearly to their 
prdcs<..:i()ll;d, farnily) ::lnu pri\'ate circles in England 
and \mcrica. 

fIe h;[~ Iw,'11 \'ilc enoll!!h to accuse them, without 
"ilt' c(}Tlcei\';,hle atom ofjustificJtiun, of practising 
,ltihlic fH{,stillJtion in foreign cities. 

"11'/;..,1/</ r he nerJs nlOflPY, and can
lIot I(ct it {rom fresh rictims, he sends 
Ihnn "n tlze stnet\' of Palermo or 
.\'uple,\· 10 earn it lor him. 

"JI e ser'ved 
{)IILf II ,Drisoll sentence in America for 
pmcurlll/! young girls for a similar pur
pose." 

Thl' ]a"t of these statements is a demonstrable 
lie, htlt it Sl'rn's to make the first statement the 
rflnre hurtful, gross and abominahle. 

13. I n publishing that lie in the first instance
well kn(m,im: that he could not justify it-and 
in silently maintaining it under challenge, your 
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editor has proved himself as great a coward 
as he is a liar. 

It ic; an intolerabk ()l)tra::e on tht' decency of 
English puhlic life that this cld, back"d b~ your 
wealth, Shllldd haH' the licl'!HT t(' pul.ti-;h to 
the ",hl)k \\ odd till hy lib"l" J[!<lin>t :ltt: pc)";un::ll 
"i rt ill' I) f I J () b Ie- \, ( )! H (' n , 

\ Barm' ;)f i':Il'-'!~lr!d, ;i\l'CS'';Or\' <itl~T th,,' fact 
t(l so [\'ld and I1lt:ill :l crimt' : 

11,1\ t' the hUTlt}ll!' t(1 be, 
\'I'Uf L()nbhip's ubedient servant, 

.'\ onrun '\ I U)D, 
\I,.\, (,l:::i'rldl':t,: S"lJi(,IIIl1C ,~,'il\,l.!f of 

Tn'!I!'. (ulkc;c Llte LU'!ilrn lll\pplif'o 
.\Llt)l;'l-::ltic", (;It'\ {'r:i\(:r,ll: ('!ll',egc, South 
\ (r H." 

37<'1 Tressilian Road I 

Brockle\, l,r,ptiul1, S.E'4, 
All~:lI~t, I r;z4, 
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