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1. "He puts one up, and sets up another"
The Zohar talks here about the precepts regarding the appointment of the judiciary and law enforcement officers.
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
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1. "Judges and officers shall you make you in all your gates, which
Hashem your Elohim, gives you, throughout your tribes" (Devarim
16:18). In this precept, He commanded regarding judges and
officers. Moreover, "but (Heb. ki, Caf Yud) Elohim is the

Judge" (Tehilim 75:8). The numerical value of 'ki' is forty if you take
into account that Yud in its full spelling equals twenty and Caf is
twenty for a total of forty. After that, "Elohim is the Judge: He puts
one up," Hei OF YUD HEI VAV HEI does "and sets up another" (lbid.),
THAT IS, Vav OF YUD HEI VAV HEI.

2. The four deaths of Samael

We learn about the recommended sentencing for various crimes. The secret meaning of "justice, justice you shall pursue" is shown to be found in
the construction of the name Yud Hei Vav Hei, that corresponds to the top, body and sides of the sword. We read about the Judgment from the court
on high and the judgment from the court here in the world. The scabbard of the sword of justice is said to be the name Adonai, and we see the
relevance to the eighteen graces of the prayer that is recited while standing. We read that Samael must be sentenced by the sword, as he is the chief
minister of Edom above, and the text talks about the strangulation and stoning of Samael and the serpent as well. The name Yud Hei Vav Hei is said
to be the death of Samael and the Snake, and life to the children of Yisrael. Here we read about the burning of Samael, and we are brought to see
how our bodies are the trees that are combustible, and how the light inside us enables us to incinerate Samael through higher Wisdom; when the

fire of exaltation comes down to the firewood of the sacrificial offering, any foreigner who approaches will be burned in the fire.

2. The following precept is to punish by sword, by strangulation, by
stoning, and by fire. Whom do you punish by the sword? HE
RESPONDS: Samael, as it is written, "for My sword sated in heaven,
behold, it shall come down upon Edom" (Yeshayah 34:5), MEANING
OVER SAMAEL, WHO IS THE MINISTER OF EDOM.

3. The sword of the Holy One, blessed be He, Yud OF YUD HEI VAV
HEI, is the top of the sword. The Vav OF YUD HEI VAV HEI IS the
body of the sword, while the two Hei's OF YUD HEI VAV HEI are the
two edges of the sword, WHICH ARE THE SECRET MEANING OF:
"justice, only justice, shall you pursue" (Devarim 16:20). Two
verdicts are decided (lit. 'cut'), one from the celestial court and one
from the terrestrial court. From this we understand that a person
cannot do the least thing down here unless permission is given from
up high.

4. The sheath of the sword, THE CONTAINER WHERE THE SWORD
IS HIDDEN, is the name Adonai. There IN ADONAI, the letters of
Judgments are found, SINCE IN ADONAI ARE THE LETTER ALEPH
AND DIN (ENG. 'JUDGMENT). In the reading of Sh'ma is the secret
meaning of Yud Hei Vav Hei, that is the sword of the Holy One,
blessed be He, AS MENTIONED ABOVE. About it, it is written: "The
high praises of Elohim in their throat, and a two edged sword in their
hand" (Tehilim 149:6), AS WAS EXPLAINED ABOVE. In the
righteous, the life of the world, are included all the eighteen
blessings, MEANING THAT THROUGH THE RIGHTEOUS, YESOD OF
ZEIR ANPIN, IS ACCOMPLISHED THE UNION OF ZEIR ANPIN AND
MALCHUT OF GREATNESS, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE
EIGHTEEN BLESSINGS IN THE AMIDAH PRAYER. In it, "Adonai my
lips open, and my mouth" (Tehilim 51:17) "My mouth," MEANS THAT
YESOD OPENS MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED 'ADONALI'". In it, IN
YESOD, the sword enters into its sheath. THAT IS THE MEANING OF
THE UNION OF YUD HEI VAV HEI WITH ADONAI THAT IS
ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH YESOD. "Then the king's wrath was
pacified" (Ester 7:10), BECAUSE THE KLIPOT WERE CONSUMED BY
THE UNIFICATION OF THE READING OF SH'MA. NOW BY THE
AMIDAH PRAYER, THEY NO LONGER HAVE A HOLD AND THE
ANGER SUBSIDES. The two names are joined, Yud-Aleph-Hei-Dalet-
Vav-Nun-Hei-Yud, WHICH IS THE INTEGRATION OF THE TWO
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NAMES YUD HEI VAV HEI AND ADONAL.

5. THE PRECEPT to punish by strangulation. IN THE CANTILLATION
MARK Zarka there is a line with a Yud entwined around it; the line is
the Vav that extended from the Yud. With THAT VAV, Samael is
caught. THIS ACCORDS WITH THE MEANING OF: "and they carried
it between two on a pole" (Bemidbar 13:23). What is the pole of that
wicked SAMAEL? HE RESPONDS: It is man, who is Yud-Vav-Dalet-
Hei-Aleph-Vav-Aleph-Vav- Hei-Aleph, which is 45 IN NUMERICAL
VALUE. Together with the four letters Yud Hei Vav Hei the total is 49,
like the number of the 49 letters in the six words of the supernal
unification, WHICH IS SH'MA YISRAEL and in the six words of the
lower unification, WHICH IS 'BLESSED IS THE NAME OF HIS
KINGDOM...", which are Vav (=six), Vav. That is the meaning of: "and
they carried it between two on a pole," separated from them, without
the Aleph between the two Vavs, because there is no uniting the
Other Side. Instead, "they carried it between two on a pole," Samael
and his mate, the world of the separated.

6. To the rope with which SAMAEL will be strangled are attached Hei-
Hei (=five), meaning the five fingers of the right hand and the five
fingers of the left hand. The Vav is the rope. The Yud is the
strangulation OF SAMAEL AND THE SERPENT. The Name Yud Hei
Vav Hei is death to Samael and the serpent and life to Yisrael.
Therefore, it is written: "See now that I, even |, am He, and there is

no Elohim with Me. I kill" (Devarim 32:39) other Elohim with My Name
and all those who do not believe in Me, "and | make alive" (lbid.)
those who believe in Me and observe My commandments.

7. To punish Samael with stoning, THAT IS with a stone, which is the
Yud. It is thrown at him with five fingers, that are the Hei, and with
the outstretched arm, that is the Vav, and with the shoulder, where
the Hei lies. And the thought throws THAT STONE at him, which is
the explicitly pronounced Name Yud Hei Vav Hei.

8. To punish Samael with burning, THROUGH wood (or: 'tree') with
which to kindle fire. Blessed is that body that is wood. Its members
are pieces of wood in which a fire will burn, which is the fire of the
commandment, in each member, to burn Samael BY the supernal
Shechinah, THAT IS BINAH, with a tree that is Tiferet, and with all the
trees, MEANING SFIROT, that are attached TO TIFERET. When the
fire of the higher descends over the wood of the sacrifice, "the
stranger that comes near shall be put to death" (Bemidbar 1:51),
because he will be burned IN THE FIRE. That is the meaning of: "And
the fire on the altar shall be kept burning in it" (Vayikra 6:5). Blessed
is he who is attached to the Tree of Life, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, with
his body and limbs, for he is a candle. Each branch is a candle of a
commandment with his 248 positive commandments THAT
CORRESPOND TO THE 248 BODY PARTS, THAT IS, A
COMMANDMENT'S CANDLE FOR EACH BODY PART.

9. When both THE TREE OF LIFE AND THE COMMANDMENT'S
CANDLE, WHICH ARE ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, are attached TO
THAT MAN, this verse will be applied: "the bush burned with fire, but
the bush was not consumed" (Shemot 3:2), NAMELY, MAN. Samael
and the serpent and all his ministers, ATTACHED TO THE MAN'S
BODY, which are thorns, will be combusted but the branches of the
bush and its fruits and leaves will not be combusted. The Holy One,
blessed be He, pointed this out to Moses.
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3. "At the mouth of two witnesses...shall the matter be established"

Rabbi Shimon tells the Faithful Shepherd that the children of Yisrael are dry wood, being connected to secular fire, and that they do not deserve to
have miracles performed for them. But as soon as Moses descends on them with the Torah the Tree of Life descends on them as well, and so does
the mitzvah that is the candlelight of God - all for Moses' sake. Through that candlelight the heathen nations of the world will be burned. Rabbi
Shimon talks about the two witnesses necessary in any trial, and says that even the walls of one's house will bear witness; the walls of one's house
are said to be the inner walls of the heart, and the members of one's household are the 248 organs and limbs. Rabbi Shimon says that a wicked
person's sins are even engraved on his bones. We learn that the reason sins are engraved on the bones is because the bones are white and the
black script is easily recognizable. This is like the Torah with the white parchment and the black ink, black and white being darkness and light. In
addition to this reason for the sins being carved into the bones, the body is destined to be reinstated with its bones, so all its merits and demerits
are engraved there. If it is not worthy it will not be resurrected from the dead. Returning to the issue of the two testimonials, Rabbi Shimon calls
them the seeing eye and the hearing ear. He says that even the sun and moon testify about a person, and he speaks a good deal about those who

give testimony.

10. The holy luminary, THAT IS RABBI SHIMON, said TO THE
FAITHFUL SHEPHERD: Surely Yisrael are dry wood in the Torah,
because they are connected to a fire of a layperson. They do not
deserve to have a miracle performed for them. As soon as you
descend on them with Torah, for your sake the Tree of Life descends
on them, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and the commandment, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, the candle of Hashem, which holds on to them and so
they live. But the heathen nations will be burned by that candle. This
is what the prophet said: "Therefore fear you not, O My servant
Jacob...neither be dismayed, Yisrael...for | am with you" (Yirmeyah
30:10-11).

11. "One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity...at
the mouth of two witnesses or at the mouth of three witnesses shall
the matter be established" (Devarim 19:15). It is a precept to testify
at court so his neighbor shall not lose money, because HE DOES
NOT TESTIFY if he knows of a testimony in his favor. A testimony
requires no less than two witnesses. That is the meaning of: "at the
mouth of two witnesses or at the mouth of three witnesses shall the
matter be established," but not at the mouth of one witness. That is
why the sages of Mishnah have explained, who bears testimony on a
person - the walls of his house do. Moreover, the members of his
household testify about him. What are the walls of his house? They
are the walls of his heart, AS WRITTEN: "Then Hezekiah turned his
face towards the wall" (Yeshayah 38:2). The sages of the Mishnah
have explained this to teach us that Hezekiah was praying from the
walls of his heart.

12. The members of his household are his 248 body parts, SINCE
THE BODY IS CALLED HOUSE. This is how the sages of the Mishnah
have explained that a wicked person's sins are engraved on his
bones. Similarly, the merits of a righteous man are engraved on his
bones. Therefore, David said: "all my bones shall say" (Tehilim
35:10). That is why we were taught: who testifies on a person - the
beams of his house... THE BEAMS OF HIS HOUSE are the bones OF
THE SKULL that are constructed over the brain that is water. About
this, it is written: "Who lays the beams of His chambers in the
waters" (Tehilim 104:3).
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13. Why are THE INIQUITIES ENGRAVED in the bones rather than in
the flesh, the tendons and the skin? That is because the bones are
white, and a black script is not recognizable except over white. This
is similar to the Torah, which is white on the inside, THAT IS, THE
PARCHMENT, and black on the outside, MEANING THE INK. Black
and white are darkness and light. There is darkness that is blue,
WHICH IS MALCHUT, about which it is written: "even the darkness is
not dark for You" (Tehilim 139:12). Blue is black and is a female to
the white, THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, SINCE MALCHUT HAS NO LIGHT OF
HER OWN EXCEPT WHAT SHE RECEIVES FROM ZEIR ANPIN.
Furthermore, the body will be reinstated with its bones. Therefore,
the merits and demerits are engraved on its bones and, if it is
deserving, the body will be reinstated with its bones. If it is not
DESERVING, it will not be reinstated and will not have a resurrection
from the dead.

14. Furthermore, there are two witnesses regarding the person: a
seeing eye and a hearing ear. The court counts and judges his
iniquities. Furthermore, even the sun and moon testify about the
person, as we explained: "Blow a Shofar at the new moon, at the full
moon (lit. 'on the covering') on our feast day" (Tehilim 81:4). What is
the meaning of "covering"? That is the day when the moon, WHICH
IS MALCHUT, is covered. Why is it covered? That is because when
Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year) arrives, Samael will approach
to demand punishment against her children, MEANING YISRAEL,
WHO ARE THE CHILDREN OF MALCHUT, before the Holy One,
blessed be He. And He will tell him to bring forth the witnesses, so
he will bring with him the sun. As he is about to bring the moon, she
is covered. At which place is she covered? HE RESPONDS: She
goes up to that place regarding which it is said: 'Do not investigate
into what is hidden from you’, in order to reconcile the Holy One,
blessed be He, with her children.

15. That is what the scripture says, "Blow a Shofar at the new moon,
at the covering on our feast day" (lbid.), meaning the area to which
the Shechinah ascended. Regarding this, it is said, 'Do not
investigate into what is hidden from you'. The iniquities that are in
concealment need to be judged there between himself and his
Creator. About the iniquities he committed in public, it is written: "He
that covers up his sins shall not prosper" (Mishlei 28:13). The
Shechinah from the side of Keter is the hidden world and the sages
of the Mishnah have explained that a person needs to connect HIS
INIQUITIES to that place, WHICH IS KETER. At that time, a period of
Mercy arrives and Judgment passes away. Therefore, he
recommends to connect ONE'S INIQUITIES TO KETER, to free him
from the testimony OF MALCHUT. However, the wicked is not
acquitted.
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16. Furthermore, the Holy One, blessed be He, and His Shechinah
give CONSTANT testimony about the person AND NOT ONLY ON
ROSH HASHANAH, AS MENTIONED. This is what is written: "I call
heaven and earth to witnesses against you this day" (Devarim 4:26).
Heaven is the one about which is written: "hear You (in) heaven" (I
Melachim 8:32), THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN. Earth is the one about which is
written, "and the earth is My footstool" (Yeshayah 66:1), THAT IS
MALCHUT. In addition, the two witnesses are the Central Column,
THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, and the Righteous IS YESOD. They are Ayin
and Dalet of Sh'ma and Echad (lit. 'one'), NAMELY AYIN FROM THE
SPELLING OF SH'MA, AND DALET FROM ECHAD. THIS IS THE
WITNESS (HEB. ED, AYIN-DALET) FROM THE ASPECT OF ZEIR
ANPIN; there is another witness from, 'blessed is the Name of the
glory of His Kingdom forever and ever (Heb. va'ed)', NAMELY ED
FROM THE WORD 'VA'ED', WHICH IS A WITNESS FROM THE
ASPECT OF YESOD IN ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS INCLUDED IN
MALCHUT.

17. "At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that
is worthy of death be put to death" (Devarim 17:6). That is Samael,
who is essentially dead: "they carried it between two on a

pole" (Bemidbar 13:23). "But at the mouth of one witness he shall
not be put to death" (Devarim 17:6), meaning he shall have no
portion in the one El.

18. "If a false witness rise up against any man...and the judges shall
make diligent inquiry...then shall you do to him as he had thought to
have done to his brother" (Devarim 19:16-19). This precept is to
examine the witnesses seven times before sentencing one to death.
The seven examinations are seven that correspond to: "those
seven...the eyes of Hashem, they rove to and fro through the whole
earth" (Zecharyah 4:10). THEY ARE THE SECRET OF CHESED,
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT.
Regarding them, it is said: "and will chastise you seven times for
your sins" (Vayikra 26:28).

4. "then shall you do to him as he had thought to have done"
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Rabbi Shimon talks about the fate of a corrupt witness, and we learn that such corrupt witnesses include Samael and the Serpent.

19. The following precept is to do to a witness convicted of false
testimony as he thought to do to his brother. If the two false
witnesses, Samael and the serpent, come to give false testimony
against Yisrael that they confused between Vav and Zayin, NAMELY
BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN THAT IS CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET,
NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, THAT IS ZAYIN. THAT IS,
THAT THEY HAVE SINNED AND DISTANCED BY THEIR SIN THE
VAV, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, FROM THE ZAYIN, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, which are the letters of 'zu (Zayin Vav)'. This is the
meaning of, "This people which (Heb. zu) | have formed for Myself;
they shall relate My praise" (Yeshayah 43:21), NAMELY, THIS
ALLUDES TO THE PEOPLE THAT UNITES THE ZAYIN WITH THE
VAV.
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20. The Vav will be united with the Zayin only by burning leavened
bread, MEANING TO BURN THE KLIPOT THAT TAKE HOLD between
the Vav and the Zayin - THAT IS, BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN AND
MALCHUT. Even though according to the laws of the Torah IT IS
PERMISSIBLE TO EAT to the end of the sixth hour of the day, the
sages have decreed that you may eat to the end of the fourth hour,
hold it in suspense during the fifth hour, and burn it at the beginning
of the sixth. The sages of the Mishnah deduced from the testimony
regarding the hours of the disposition of leaven THAT ACCORDING
TO THE LAWS OF THE TORAH THE TIME TO BURN IS PAST THE
SIXTH HOUR - AT THE SEVENTH HOUR, to the testimonial regarding
the examination of witnesses about one who has killed someone,
WHICH ALSO REQUIRE SEVEN EXAMINATIONS, AS MENTIONED
ABOVE, and everything is explained in the Mishnah. It shall be
fulfiled REGARDING SAMAEL AND THE SERPENT, "in the thing
wherein they dealt proudly” (Shemot 18:11), WHICH MEANS, IN THE
SAME THING THE EGYPTIANS PLANNED TO PUNISH YISRAEL,
THEY WERE PUNISHED. That is the meaning of: "then shall you do
to him, as he had thought" (Devarim 19:19).

5. The Small Sanhedrin and the Great Sanhedrin

Speaking about the higher court, Rabbi Shimon next tells the Faithful Shepherd that he was Gadol, the highest above the seventy greater Sanhedrin.
He says that Moses is the friend of God and the friend of Malchut. He also talks about the lower court, and about the greater and smaller lamp lights.
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The greater lamp light is the light of God and the smaller is the song of the Levites.

21. The following precept is to accept the ruling of the Great
Sanhedrin on them, which is Binah, which, from the aspect of
Chesed, is called Elohim, WHICH IS BINAH, the great Sanhedrin,
SINCE GREAT IS CHESED. It is great in judgment, WHICH IS THE
LEFT, and great in finding merit, WHICH IS THE RIGHT. THIS MEANS
THAT WHEN THE LEFT SIDE OF BINAH IS INCLUDED WITHIN THE
RIGHT, WHICH IS CHESED, BOTH ARE CONSIDERED GREAT, as we
learned in relation to the precept, "you may appoint (lit. 'appoint you
shall appoint') a king over you" (Devarim 17:15), in which "appoint"
is above IN BINAH, and "you shall appoint" is below, IN MALCHUT.
In the same way one must accept upon himself the Great Sanhedrin
FROM THE ASPECT OF BINAH, although he accepted upon himself
the Small Sanhedrin FROM THE ASPECT OF MALCHUT. The small
court consists of three from the aspect of the lower Shechinah -
WHICH IS MALCHUT. The great court consists of those in the Great
Sanhedrin OF 72 MEMBERS, SEVENTY SANHEDRIN JUDGES AND
TWO SCRIBES.

22. The holy luminary, RABBI SHIMON, said TO THE FAITHFUL
SHEPHERD: The Great Sanhedrin consisted of seventy members,
and you are the greatest of them all, as is written: "every great
matter they shall bring to you, but every small matter they shall
judge" (Shemot 18:22), which relates to the Great Sanhedrin and the
Small Sanhedrin, ABOUT WHICH IT IS SAID, "GREAT MATTER" AND
"SMALL MATTER." The Great Sanhedrin are from the aspect of the
supernal Shechinah, WHICH IS BINAH, and the Small Sanhedrin are
from the aspect of the lower Shechinah, WHICH IS MALCHUT.

23. Moses is the best man of the King, ZEIR ANPIN; Aaron is the best
man of the Queen. Together with them there are 72 members to the
Sanhedrin, MEANING WITH THE SEVENTY SANHEDRIN JUDGES
OVER WHOM MOSES AND AARON PRESIDE, which have the same
number as Chesed, WHICH HAS THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 72.
Hence, THEY ARE CONSIDERED the Great Sanhedrin, SINCE
CHESED IS CALLED GREAT, AS MENTIONED ABOVE. The Small
Sanhedrin are from the aspect of the left, THAT IS MALCHUT, WHICH
IS ERECTED FROM THE LEFT, ABOUT WHICH IT IS WRITTEN: "and
the lesser light to rule the night" (Beresheet 1:16).

ANhy biman 1 mna 5aph 87 ana kmpd 21
"1 N7 oMb mpR AT Kwen o3
nif 1MANT KMAD 512 27 T 31 5
ovion K9pb piw xMpba Yon Ty min
byupT UK ,K3737 7*a mby Saph an .xnnd
by PToMma NWYT M onn K1Y A mby
K727 72 IRDRD KDPOWT KON AUy

913 1110 oK

n%iT3 17TMID DwaAw NI K1Y MK .22
biman 2277 53 mm anbs by k3137 nak i
o abK .o WBEY TP 12T 31 POR e
nYim MTIe mep I YT I
RI0ON TILR TITHE KIY KLY KLDR

FIEND KNP2WT

R (AR K35RT NPAYIW  nwh .23
1203 ,PITNE D PYAY im .KnnesT
;ML MM LA MM Kamm Ton

nbwnnb Jbpm TiNBI NX L KbRBET NWER
nbbn



24. Due to this, Tiferet IS CONSIDERED "the greater light to rule the
day" (Ibid.), BECAUSE it says about it, "Hashem will command His
steadfast love (Heb. Chesed) in the daytime" (Tehilim 42:9). SINCE IT
IS CHESED, IT IS CALLED THE GREATER LIGHT. "And the lesser
light to rule the night" means: "and in the night His song shall be
with me" (Ibid.), that is, the song of the Levites, which is Yesod IN
MALCHUT, ACCORDING TO THE MEANING OF THE WORDS: "the

son of Jesse lives on the ground” (I Shmuel 20:31), IN WHICH 'LIVES'

REFERS TO YESOD, AND THE GROUND IS MALCHUT. He has
composed ten types of songs in Tehilim, MEANING 'BLESSED', 'A
SONG', 'A POEM', ETC. The Righteous is to the left, MEANING
YESOD IN MALCHUT, AND THE LEFT, "the lesser light" is the
Shechinah that was taken from the left.
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