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1. "Send you men" 
Rabbi Chiya says that when the sun begins to set, the energy of the sun, Zeir Anpin, is less powerful, and that is when the left dominates and 
judgments pertain. At that time one must pray.

1. "And Hashem spoke to Moses, saying, 'Send you men, that they 
may spy out the land of Canaan...'" (Bemidbar 13:1). Rabbi Chiya 
opened the discussion saying, "Have you commanded the morning 
since your days began; and caused dayspring to know its 
place" (Iyov 38:12). It is written "dayspring" WITHOUT THE HEI 
(DEFINITE ARTICLE). Hei has been far from dawn. What is the 
reason? Rabbi Chiya said: When the evening shadows lengthen and 
the sun - THAT IS, ZEIR ANPIN - begins to set, MEANING AFTER 
MIDDAY, the strength OF THE SUN is less powerful, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN. This is when the left rules and Judgments spread over the 
world. Then a person is required to pray and direct his desire to his 
Master.
 

 

 
 
2. The name that rules after midnight 
Rabbi Yesa describes what happens when night falls and midnight comes. We read a detailed description of the thirteen carved letters in the Holy 
Name that dominates from midnight onward.

2. As Rabbi Yesa said, when the sun is about to set, THAT IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, and is losing its strength, MEANING PAST MIDDAY, an 
aperture in the sun opens - THE DOOR OF THE DOMINATION OF 
THE LEFT - AND THE SUN'S power is gathered in, THAT IS ZEIR 
ANPIN AND THE CENTRAL COLUMN, and the left reigns. Isaac, 
WHO IS THE LEFT COLUMN, digs the well underneath, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT THAT SUCKLES FROM THE LEFT, AND THEN HE 
ESTABLISHES HER.
 

 

3. When the night falls, the written edicts are in their pockets. Many 
harmful demons spread out in the world, which all roam around in 
confusion. They go about and mock at the souls of the wicked and 
inform them of various matters, some false and some true. If any 
PERSON is found among them, they are given permission to do 
harm. Everyone is sleeping and tasting the taste of death, as we 
have already explained.
 

 

4. Come and see: When the north wind stirs, the Congregation of 
Yisrael WHICH IS MALCHUT, is received in the left OF ZEIR ANPIN. 
They join together and she rests in her place in the LEFT arm and 
the Holy One, blessed be He, comes to delight Himself with the just 
who are in the Garden of Eden. Whoever is awakened to study the 
Torah during that period is participating WITH MALCHUT, because 
she and all her multitudes praise the high King, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN. 
All who are present at the praising of the Torah are registered 
among the inhabitants of the temple, and are proclaimed there by 
their names. These are recorded during the daytime; THAT IS, THEY 
ARE REGISTERED TO RECEIVE CHASSADIM, WHICH IS THE 
MEASURE OF DAY, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN.
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5. Come and see that there is a Holy Name of carved letters that 
rules from midnight onward. It is of these letters: Kuf-Lamed-final 
Kaf, Samech-Ayin- Pe-Hei, Yud-Aleph-Ayin-Vav-Tzadik-Hei, the final 
Mem-final Nun of 'final Mem-final Nun-final Tzadik-final Pe-final Kaf' 
inclusive. Mem was explained in the secret writing of: "For the 
increase (Heb. lamarbeh of the realm" (Yeshayah 9:6), WHERE A 
CLOSED FINAL MEM IS WRITTEN IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WORD, 
WHICH ALLUDES TO BINAH DURING THE DOMINATION OF THE 
LEFT WHEN THE LIGHTS ARE ENCLOSED WITHIN HER. Nun was 
hiding this and this, MEANING THE BENT NUN IN THE SECRET 
MEANING OF, "THE VIRGIN OF YISRAEL IS FALLEN; SHE SHALL 
NO MORE RISE" (AMOS 5:2), WHICH CONCEALS BINAH AND 
MALCHUT. For then the Sfirot were included, MEANING THAT 
MALCHUT AND BINAH WERE INCLUDED ONE WITHIN THE OTHER, 
AND BINAH WAS FALLEN LIKE MALCHUT. The Vav of the Holy 
Name restored MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF NUN, AND 
DREW THE LEFT COLUMN UPON HER IN THE FORM OF VAV. AT 
THAT POINT, SHE RISES FROM HER FALL. HOWEVER, he closed 
up her springs, SINCE, DUE TO THE DOMINATION OF THE LEFT, 
THE LIGHTS WERE CONGEALED AND FROZEN. THROUGH THIS, 
BINAH WAS CONCEALED BY THE DOMINATION OF THE LEFT 
COLUMN. THAT IS WHY BINAH IS THEN CONSIDERED A CLOSED 
MEM. After BINAH gave birth TO THE VAV OF YUD HEI VAV HEI - 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, THAT IS THE SECRET OF THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN - OR MALCHUT GAVE BIRTH TO THE SOUL, it became 
open in one end, MEANING THE CLOSED FINAL MEM WAS OPENED 
ON THE BOTTOM AND BECAME AN OPEN MEM.
 

 

6. When the Temple was destroyed, MEANING WHEN THERE WAS 
NO UNION BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, WHEN THE 
TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED, WHICH IS MALCHUT, the springs OF 
MALCHUT were blocked from all sides. THAT MEANS, IT BECAME A 
CLOSED MEM IN THAT ALL ITS LIGHTS WERE FROZEN. THE 
CLOSED MEM is comprised of other letters, which are seven letters 
FROM THE HOLY NAME MENTIONED ABOVE. Three are from one 
side, WHICH ARE SAMECH, AYIN AND VAV, and four are from 
another side, WHICH ARE ALEPH, AYIN, TZADIK, AND HEI. Kaf-
Lamed -Final Kaf, Yud-Pe-Hei REMAIN FROM THE HOLY NAME. This 
is derived from: "You are all fair (Heb. Kulach [Kuf-Lamed-Final Kaf] 
Yafah [Yud -Pe-Hei]), my love; there is no blemish in you" (Shir 
Hashirim 4:7). THAT IS THE SECRET OF FINAL NUN ALLUDING TO 
male and female in one composition. FINAL NUN is composed of 
three letters from this side, WHICH ARE KAF-LAMED-FINAL KAF, 
and three from that side, WHICH ARE YUD- PE-HEI, so there are six 
LETTERS. We have explained that these two letters, final Mem and 
final Nun, include the thirteen letters OF THE HOLY NAME - KAF-
LAMED-FINAL KAF, SAMECH-AYIN-PE-HEI, YUD-ALEPH- AYIN-VAV-
TZADIK-HEI, since two ASPECTS result from them, one ASPECT in 
one letter, WHICH IS FINAL MEM, and one in another letter, WHICH 
IS FINAL NUN.
 

 

7. Kaf-Lamed-final Kaf, Samech-Ayin-Pe-Hei, Yud-Aleph-Ayin-Vav-
Tzadik -Hei: Thus were the letters engraved. That is the secret 
meaning, in the portion of, "When you go forth to war" (Devarim 
21:10), of the words, "If a girl (Heb. na'arah) that is a virgin" (Devarim 
22:23), which is spelled "naara" WITHOUT HEI. After the night is 
gone and the morning light shines, the Hei ascends and is included 
in the letter above. Then IT IS SAID: "And caused dayspring to know 
its place" (Iyov 38:12). Dawn, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, knows the 
place of the Hei, and the latter is composed in it.
 

 

3. The moon shines only when the sun sets 
We are told that God told Moses he could not enter the promised land because he was the sun, and the sun and the moon could not stand together 
since the moon would not shine while the sun was around. God suggested that Moses send men to spy out the land if he wanted to know about it. 
Moses was shown the land from Mount Avarim and he was also shown all the leaders who would arise in every successive generation. Finally we 
are told that Moses asked his spies to find out whether there was a tree in the land, and he was looking to see if it contained the Tree of Life.
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8. Come and see, Moses was THE ASPECT OF the sun, WHICH IS 
ZEIR ANPIN, and he wished to enter the land of Yisrael. The Holy 
One, blessed be He, told him, 'Moses, when the sunlight arrives, the 
moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is included in it AND HER QUALITY IS 
INVISIBLE. Now, you are the sun, AND IF YOU ENTER THE LAND 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE MOON, MEANING MALCHUT, how 
can the sun and the moon stand together if the moon shines only 
when the sun is gathered in? However, now you can not ENTER THE 
LAND, and if you wish to know about it, "send you men" (Bemidbar 
13:1), MEANING for your sake, so that you shall know.'
 

 

9. Come and see: If you think Moses did not know at that time that he 
would not enter the land of Yisrael, it is not so. He most certainly 
knew and he wished to know about it before he departed; therefore, 
he sent spies. Since they did not report to him properly, he did not 
send more until the Holy One, blessed be He, showed IT to him, as it 
is written: "Go up into this mount Avarim...and behold the 
land" (Devarim 32:49). It is also written: "And Hashem showed him 
all the land" (Devarim 34:1). Not only WAS HE SHOWN this, but 
Moses was shown all those LEADERS who were destined to arise in 
each successive generation, as we have learned. This was already 
explained by the friends.
 

 

10. As soon as Moses began to send out his spies, what did he say 
to them? "Whether there is a tree in it" (Bemidbar 13:20). What is the 
reason that he said this? Do you think that he did not know IF 
THERE WAS A TREE THERE? However, this is what Moses said: If 
"there is a tree in it," I know that I will enter the land. What tree? That 
is the Tree of Life. It was not there, but rather in the terrestrial 
Garden of Eden. MOSES said to himself: If that tree is in it, I will 
enter there and if not, I cannot enter.
 

 

 
 
4. Zelophehad was gathering sticks 
Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Shimon talk about the sin of the man who gathered sticks on the Shabbat. and who died in his own sin. Since he received his 
punishment of death, his sin was forgiven; this made it difficult for Moses to know what sentence to give his daughters. We learn that a person must 
never exchange the Tree of Life for the world, and that the Ark, Malchut, and the Torah, Zeir Anpin, exist as one. The Ark is the abode for the Torah. 
Moses had wanted to find out if the Tree of Life existed in the promised land, but his spies brought him only fruits from regular trees. Rabbi Yitzchak 
says that faithful messengers refresh the soul of their master.

11. Rabbi Chiya said that it is written: "They found a man gathering 
sticks (also: 'trees') upon the Shabbat day" (Bemidbar 15:32). What 
are the trees involved here and who is THAT MAN? HE RESPONDS: 
That must be Zelophehad, who was particular IN KNOWING exactly 
about these trees, WHICH ARE ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, which of 
them was greater than the other. He did not care for the glory of his 
Master and exchanged the Shabbat to the other Shabbat. This is 
what is written: "But he died in his own sin (Heb. chet'o - Chet Tet 
Aleph Vav)" (Bemidbar 27:3), MEANING in the sin (Chet Tet Aleph) of 
the Vav, SINCE HE MADE A BLEMISH IN ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS 
REFERRED TO BY THE VAV OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, he died. 
Therefore, his sentence was left unsaid and not explained as other 
sentences. HE IS DESCRIBED SIMPLY AS A GATHERER OF STICKS, 
NOT SPECIFIED, because this matter had to be in secrecy and 
NEEDED TO BE veiled and not made known. Therefore, it was not 
mentioned openly and the Holy One, blessed be He, glorified His 
own glory.
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12. Rabbi Yosi said: He was gathering other trees, INDICATING THE 
SEVENTY EXTERNAL CHIEFS, together with the Shabbat, AND WAS 
COMPARING AND MATCHING THE LEVEL OF THE SEVENTY 
CHIEFS TO THE LEVEL OF THE SHABBAT DAY. He received his 
timely punishment and his iniquity was forgiven. Therefore, Moses 
had difficulty in judging the sentence of his daughters, since he was 
not sure if HIS SIN was forgiven, and if his daughters would take 
their lot and inheritance IN THE LAND OF YISRAEL or not. As soon 
as the Holy One, blessed be He, mentioned his name, as is written: 
"The daughters of Zelophehad speak right" (Ibid.), it became known 
that his sin was forgiven.
 

 

13. Come and see that there are two trees: One above, WHICH IS 
THE TREE OF LIFE, ZEIR ANPIN, and one below, WHICH IS THE 
TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, THE FEMALE. In the 
one there is life and in the other death. Whoever exchanges them - 
MEANING THAT HE CONSIDERS THE FEMALE WHEN SHE IS 
SEPARATE MORE THAN ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS THE TREE OF LIFE - 
causes himself death in this world, and has no part in the World to 
Come. About this, Solomon said, "Have you found honey? eat as 
much as is sufficient for you" (Mishlei 25:16).
 

 

14. The Ark and Torah, THAT ARE MALCHUT WHICH IS CALLED 
ARK AND ZEIR ANPIN THAT IS CALLED TORAH, are as one, 
MEANING IN UNITY. The Torah THAT IS IN THE ARK is primary and 
the Ark is the abode FOR THE TORAH. Therefore, the Ark is spelled 
without Vav wherever it is mentioned; that is, the Ark of the 
Covenant, the Ark of Testimony, SINCE THE TORAH INSIDE THE 
ARK IS THE SECRET OF VAV. Aaron is always the right arm, except 
once where it is written: "All that were numbered of the Levites, 
whom Moses and Aaron numbered" (Bemidbar 3:39), which has dots 
above it TO INDICATE THAT HERE HE WAS NOT THE RIGHT ARM, 
WHICH IS CHESED, BUT RATHER AN ASPECT OF MALCHUT 
CALLED ARK, AS MENTIONED.
 

 

15. Rabbi Yitzchak said: Moses was attached to the Tree of Life and 
therefore he wanted to find out if he existed in the land or not. 
Therefore, he said, "Whether there is a tree in it, or not. And be of 
good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land" (Bemidbar 13:20), 
since the Tree of Life is pleasant to all. But they brought only grapes, 
pomegranates and figs, which are attached to another tree, 
MEANING THE FEMALE, AND NOT IN ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS THE 
TREE OF LIFE.
 

 

16. Come and see that in "send you men," "you" MEANS for your 
sake. Rabbi Yehuda opened the discussion saying, "Like the cold of 
snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to those who 
send him: for he refreshes the soul of his master" (Mishlei 25:13). 
"Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest": BECAUSE THEN THE 
CHILL is good for the body and soul. "A faithful messenger to those 
who send him": these are Caleb and Pinchas, who were faithful 
messengers of Joshua AT THE TIME WHEN HE SENT THEM TO SPY 
ON JERICHO. "For he refreshes the soul of his master": they 
returned the Shechinah to rest on Yisrael, and She did not part from 
them.
 

 

17. These SPIES, whom Moses sent, caused grief for latter 
generations, SINCE ON THAT DAY, THE FIRST AND SECOND 
TEMPLES WERE DESTROYED. This caused thousands and tens of 
thousands of Yisrael to die and furthermore caused the Shechinah to 
leave the land of Yisrael. IT SAYS ABOUT those whom Joshua 
dispatched: "For he refreshes the soul of his master."
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5. "That which befalls the sons of men befalls the beasts" 
The rabbis encounter a traveler who they think knows nothing of the Torah, and yet he invites them to place their difficulty before him, which is the 
verse from Kohelet, "For that which befalls the sons of men befalls the beasts." The traveler tells the rabbis that Solomon was only repeating what 
the foolish people of the world say, and Solomon was calling those ignorant people beasts. He explains that the following verse tells that the spirit 
of man goes upwards to a holy place to be sustained by the supernal light, and the spirit of the beast does not go to the place designated for 
humans. The fools who believe men and beasts go to the same place will remain in Gehenom. The traveler continues talking about the wicked who 
lack faith, and who will not dwell with God. After the traveler leaves the rabbis discover that he is Rabbi Chagai who has been sent to find out things 
from Rabbi Shimon and the friends, and Rabbi Chiya says that through his modesty Rabbi Chagai is a faithful messenger. Rabbi Chiya tells about 
Eliezer who was a faithful messenger to his master Abraham.

18. Rabbi Chizkiyah and Rabbi Yesa were traveling along the road. 
Rabbi Yesa said to Rabbi Chizkiyah: I see by your face that you are 
thoughtful. He said: Certainly so, I read this verse, where Solomon 
said, "For that which befalls the sons of men befalls the beasts; even 
one thing befalls them both... " (Kohelet 3:19). We have learned that 
King Solomon's sayings are made unclear with grades of wisdom. If 
so, we must contemplate it, since we find an opening here for the 
faithful.
 

 

19. He answered him: It is most certainly true THAT THERE EXISTS 
AN OPENING TO NON-BELIEVERS. It is important to be aware of it 
and pay attention to it. While talking, they noticed a man who 
approached them and asked for water, since he was thirsty and tired 
from the sun's strong heat. They said to him: Who are you? He 
responded: I am Jewish and I'm tired and thirsty. They asked him: 
Do you study Torah? He said to them, Before I engage in a 
conversation with you, let me climb this mountain. There I will take 
water and drink.
 

 

20. Rabbi Yesa took out a skin-hide full of water and presented it to 
him. After he drank, he said: Let us ascend with you TO THE 
MOUNTAIN for water. They climbed the mountain and found a 
narrow stream of water and filled a container. They sat down. That 
man said to them: Ask now, since I strive in the Torah through one 
of my sons that I have enrolled in the Rabbi's house, AND HE 
TAUGHT ME TORAH. For his sake, I have made gains in the Torah. 
Rabbi Chizkiyah said: If YOU MADE GAINS IN TORAH through your 
son, it is nice. However, I must elevate what we are discussing at 
present to another height, MEANING THAT HE IS NOT WISE 
ENOUGH TO EXPLAIN THEIR QUESTION. That man spoke: Speak 
up, since sometimes in the grain-receiver of the poor, THAT IS THE 
VESSEL ON TOP OF THE MILLSTONE, you will find a precious stone.
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21. He quoted the verse that Solomon spoke, and related to him THE 
ENTIRE DILEMMA. He asked him: How are you different from other 
people who do not know? They replied to him: How DO YOU 
EXPLAIN THE VERSE? He said to them: Regarding it, Solomon said 
this verse, but he did not say it FROM HIS OWN IDEAS AS HE SAID 
the rest; he simply repeated what the fools of the world say. What do 
they say? That is: "for that which befalls the sons of men befalls the 
beasts..." The fools who are not aware and do not see things with 
wisdom say that this world is led by chance. The Holy One, blessed 
be He, is not paying attention to them, but "that which befalls the 
sons of men befalls the beasts; even one thing befalls them both..."
 

 

22. When Solomon gazed at the fools who said this, he called them 
beasts, since they made themselves actual beasts by what they said. 
From where do we derive this? The preceding verse proves it, since 
it is written: "I said in my heart, after the speech of the sons of men, 
that the Elohim has chosen them out, but only to see that they 
themselves are but as beasts" (Kohelet 3:18). "I said in my heart" 
and I planned to observe. Observe what? "The speech of the sons of 
men" and the foolish sayings that they utter, THAT THE WORLD 
CONTINUES BY CHANCE. "That the Elohim has chosen them out," 
MEANING THAT ELOHIM HAS PICKED THEM OUT to be separated 
and they should not join with other people that have Faith, "but only 
to see that they themselves are but as beasts." "TO SEE" MEANING 
that those who have Faith will see that these are really beasts, and 
they think like animals. "They themselves" MEANS THAT they are on 
their own and they shall not bring these foolish ideas to those who 
are faithful. Therefore, it is "they themselves" and not others. What 
is their idea? ABOUT THIS, THE VERSE CONCLUDES: "That which 
befalls the sons of men befalls the beasts; even one thing befalls 
them both..." Let these beasts die, these foolish ones who lack Faith. 
Woe to them and woe to their souls. It would have been better to 
them if they would not have come into this world.
 

 

23. And what did Solomon respond to them? This FOLLOWS in the 
next verse and says: "Who knows whether the spirit of man goes 
upwards, and the spirit of the beast goes downwards to the 
earth" (Ibid. 21). "Who knows" these foolish who are not cognizant in 
the reverence of the uppermost King and do not look into the Torah. 
"The spirit of man goes upwards," MEANING to a higher place, to a 
precious place, to a holy place. It goes upward to be sustained by 
the supernal light, by the light of the Holy King, to be bound in the 
bundle of life and to be present in the presence of the Holy King as a 
perfectly pure burnt offering. That is the meaning of "goes upwards."
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24. "And the spirit of the beast goes downwards to the earth": It is 
not to the same place designated for all the humans, about whom it 
is written: "For in the image of Elohim made He man" (Beresheet 
9:6). It is further written: "The soul of man is the candle of 
Hashem" (Mishlei 20:27). How could these fools, those who are not 
of the Faith, say, "They have all one breath" (Kohelet 3:19) and let 
their winds be deflated. About them, it is written: "Let them be as 
chaff before the wind; the angel of Hashem thrusting them" (Tehilim 
35:5). They shall remain in Gehenom, in its lower levels, and shall 
not ascend from there for generations to come. About them, it is 
written: "They will be consumed out of the earth, and the wicked will 
be no more. Bless you Hashem, O my soul, Haleluyah" (Tehilim 
104:35). Rabbi Chizkiyah and Rabbi Yesa approached and kissed his 
head. They said: there is so much in you, yet we did not know. 
Happy is this time that we have met with you.
 

 

25. Furthermore, he said: Did Solomon wonder about this alone? We 
find him saying something similar on another occasion. He opened 
the discussion with the verse: "This is an evil in all things that are 
done under the sun" (Kohelet 9:3). "This is an evil": Certainly, what 
is evil? That is one who spills his seed in vain and destroys his path, 
since he does not reside with the Holy One, blessed be He, and will 
not have a part in the World to Come. This is what is written: "For 
you are not an El that has pleasure in wickedness: nor shall evil 
dwell with You" (Tehilim 5:5). About this, he said, "This is an evil," 
for he will have no dwelling above, "that there is one event to all: 
yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is 
in their heart" (Kohelet 9:3). While they live, foolishness is stuck in 
their heart. They are lacking Faith and have no part in the Holy One, 
blessed be He, or in these faithful ones, not in this world and not in 
the World to Come, as is written: "And after that they go to the 
dead" (Ibid.).
 

 

26. Come and see that the Holy One, blessed be He, warns the 
inhabitants of the world and says, "Therefore choose life, that both 
you and your seed may live" (Devarim 30:19). That is the life of that 
world. And these wicked who lack Faith, what do they say? "For to 
him that is joined (choose) TO ALL THE LIVING THERE IS 
HOPE" (Kohelet 9:4). Although the man will choose that world, as he 
says, it means nothing, as we have this tradition handed to us. "To 
all the living there is hope," MEANING THE LIFE IN THIS WORLD. 
They have that tradition handed to them, "for a living dog is better 
than a dead lion" (Ibid.). How can we have life in that world? 
Therefore, "this is an evil" and certainly they will not dwell by the 
King up high and will have no part in Him. And although you could 
find other supports, NAMELY INTERPRETATIONS, for all these 
verses, yet most certainly Solomon came to reveal to the wicked 
lacking Faith that they have no part in the Holy One, blessed be He, 
not in this world nor in the World to Come.
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27. They said to him: Would you like us to join you so that you will 
go with us? He replied to them: If I do this, the Torah calls me a fool 
and not only that, I would be risking my life. They asked him why. He 
replied to them: Since I am a messenger sent on a mission, and King 
Solomon said, "He that sends a message by the hand of the fool 
cuts off his own feet, and drinks in damage" (Mishlei 26:6). Come 
and see: The spies, because they were found to be unfaithful and 
untrustworthy messengers, risked their lives in this world and the 
World to Come. He kissed them and left.
 

 

28. Rabbi Chizkiyah and Rabbi Yesa continued traveling along. As 
they went, they met some people. Rabbi Chizkiyah and Rabbi Yesa 
asked about him. They said: What is the name of that person? They 
replied: That is Rabbi Chagai and he is a friend among the friends. 
The friends sent him from Babylon to find out about things from 
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and the rest of the friends. Rabbi Yesa 
said: That must be the Rabbi Chagai who all his life did not wish to 
show off what he knows and, therefore, he told us that his son has 
merited the gain of his Torah knowledge. Since he said: "See you a 
man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope of a fool than of 
him" (Mishlei 26:12). He most certainly is a faithful messenger and 
praised is he who dispatches his matters by the hand of a faithful 
messenger.
 

 

29. Come and see that Eliezer, the servant of Abraham, was from the 
children of Canaan, as is written: "As for the merchant (Heb. knaan), 
the balances of deceit are in his hands" (Hoshea 12:8). About 
Canaan, it is written: "Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall 
he be to his brethren" (Beresheet 9:25). Because Eliezer was a 
faithful messenger, it is written about him: "Come in, you blessed of 
Hashem" (Beresheet 24:31), really blessed of Hashem. Therefore, it 
is written so in the Torah since he has emerged from the curse OF 
CANAAN, and became blessed. He was not only excluded FROM 
THE CURSE, but he was also blessed with the name of the Holy One, 
blessed be He. And I learned that an angel came and inserted this - 
THAT HE SHOULD CALL HIM "BLESSED OF HASHEM" - into the 
mouth of Laban.
 

 

 
 
6. Joshua and Caleb 
The rabbis examine the scriptures concerning the behavior of the spies who Moses sent into the Promised Land. We hear how Moses, when he sent 
him to Yisrael, changed Oshea's name to Joshua to indicate that he was attached to the Shechinah. Rabbi Shimon talks about Moses' need to 
distinguish if the land was worthy of the Tree, Zeir Anpin, or of Ayin Ayin, Arich Anpin: thus he would know if there was a tree in it, or not (ayin). We 
are told about Caleb, who went to pray on the graves of the patriarchs in Hebron in order to be rescued from the misguided decisions of the rest of 
the spies. Rabbi Shimon says that the Shechinah was robed in Caleb to bring tidings to the Patriarchs, and that the three spies were descendants of 
the Nefilim.
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30. "And Moses...sent them...all those men" (Bemidbar 13:3), 
MEANING THAT all were righteous and chiefs of Yisrael. However, 
they took bad counsel for themselves. Why did they take this 
counsel? It was because they thought: if Yisrael entered the land, we 
would be removed as chiefs and Moses would appoint other chiefs; 
since we deserved to be chiefs only in the desert, in the land we 
would not deserve TO BE CHIEFS. Due to having taken bad counsel 
for themselves, they died, as did all those who accepted their 
counsel.
 

 

31. "These are the names of the men whom Moses sent... 
" (Bemidbar 13:4). Rabbi Yitzchak said: Moses observed and was 
aware that they, THAT IS THE SPIES, would not succeed in their 
mission, and he then prayed about Joshua. Caleb was then in 
distress. He said: What shall I do, since Joshua goes forth with the 
utmost help of Moses, that he inspired in him the illumination of the 
moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT. He shone upon him with his light in his 
prayer, since he is THE ASPECT OF the sun, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. 
So what did Caleb do? He dropped back from THE SPIES, and came 
to the burial place of the patriarchs, and prayed his prayer there.
 

 

32. Rabbi Yehuda said: Caleb went a different way and took winding 
paths, MEANING THAT HE FOLLOWED TWISTED PATHS. He 
reached the burial plots of the patriarchs and endangered himself, as 
is written: "Where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of 
Anak, were" (Ibid. 22). However, just as someone in distress does 
not pay attention to anything, so too it was with Caleb. Because he 
felt distress, he was not observant, and came to pour his prayers 
upon the burial plots of the patriarchs, in order to be saved from the 
counsel OF THE SPIES.
 

 

33. "And Moses called Hosea son of Nun, Joshua" (Bemidbar 13:16). 
Rabbi Yitzchak said: Did the scripture ever call him Hosea? Is it not 
written: "And Moses said to Joshua" (Shemot 17:9) and "Joshua, the 
son of Nun, a young man" (Shemot 33:11) and "Joshua 
harried" (Shemot 17:13)? HE RESPONDS: However, Moses told him 
Yud-Hei will save you (Heb. yoshia) from them, SINCE JOSHUA IS 
SPELLED WITH THE LETTERS YUD HEI WILL SAVE (HEB. YOSHIA).
  

34. Rabbi Aba said: As soon AS MOSES sent Joshua to go there, TO 
THE LAND OF YISRAEL, he needed to be perfect. And in what way? 
With the Shechinah, SINCE THE LAND OF YISRAEL IS THE SECRET 
OF THE SHECHINAH. Until that time, he was considered a young 
man, as we have explained, MEANING THAT HE WAS ATTACHED TO 
METATRON REFERRED TO AS YOUNG MAN. At that time, Moses 
tied him to THE SHECHINAH. He was referred to in the scriptures 
prior to that as Joshua because the scriptures referred to him 
according to what he was destined to be called. Moses said: Most 
certainly, it is not proper for him to arrive there except by the 
Shechinah and that is appropriate. THEREFORE, HE CALLED HIM 
JOSHUA ADDING THE YUD TO HIS NAME, BECAUSE THAT IS THE 
SECRET OF THE SHECHINAH.
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35. "Whether there is a tree in it, or not..." (Bemidbar 13:20). Rabbi 
Chiya said: Did Moses not know that there are a variety of trees 
there, different one from the other? Isn't he the one who praised the 
land several times WITH ITS OLIVES, GRAPES, POMEGRANATES? 
Was he doubtful about this? Didn't the Holy One, blessed be He, tell 
Moses originally that this was a land flowing with milk and honey? 
Rabbi Yosi said the friends already noted that it is written: "There 
was a man in the land of Utz, whose name was Job" (Iyov 1:1), 
MEANING THAT HE WISHED TO INQUIRE OF THEM WHETHER JOB 
WAS THERE TO PROTECT THEM. AND TREE (HEB. ETZ) IS LIKE 
UTZ.
  

36. Rabbi Shimon said: He was alluding to what they asked before, 
as is written: "Is Hashem among us, or not (Heb. ayin)" (Shemot 
17:7) - BEING THE QUESTION OF WHETHER ZEIR ANPIN, 
REFERRED TO BY YUD HEI VAV HEI, IS STAYING WITH THEM, OR 
ARICH ANPIN IS AMONG THEM, REFERRED TO BY AYIN (LIT. 
'NOT'). He said: There IN THE LAND, you will recognize if it is worthy 
of this, OF ZEIR ANPIN WHO IS REFERRED TO AS TREE, or of this, 
OF ARICH ANPIN WHO IS REFERRED TO BY AYIN AYIN (LIT. 
'NAUGHT'). He further told them, if you notice that the fruits of the 
land are similar to those in the other countries in the world, then 
"there is a tree in it," which is the Tree of Life, MEANING ZEIR 
ANPIN, but not from a higher place. However, if you notice that the 
fruits of the land are decidedly different from other fruits in other 
countries of the world, you will know that the supernal difference 
flows, that it is drawn from Atika Kadisha and THAT IT CONTAINS 
from all the places in the world. Through this, you will be able to 
recognize if there is a tree in it - THAT IS, ZEIR ANPIN - or not (Heb. 
Ayin), ATIKA KADISHA, THAT IS ARICH ANPIN. That is what you set 
out to discern in the beginning, as is written: "Is Hashem among us" 
- and "among us" is specific SINCE THEY INQUIRED IF ZEIR ANPIN 
RESTS AMONG THEM, or not - Ayin REFERRING TO ARICH ANPIN. 
Therefore, "And be of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the 
land" (Bemidbar 13:20), to know the difference in them, MEANING 
TO BE AWARE IF THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN THEM OR NOT.
 

 

37. "Now the time (days) was the time of the firstripe grapes" (Ibid.). 
HE INQUIRES: "Now the days": What is it meant to convey, since it 
would have been sufficient TO SAY, "Now was the time of the 
firstripe grapes." HE RESPONDS: However, "now the days" are 
those that were made known, MEANING THE SIX DAYS WHICH ARE 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD OF ZEIR 
ANPIN. All were attached at that time to the tree with which the first 
man sinned, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and we have learned that it was 
the grapes (tree). THEREFORE, WE SEE THAT GRAPES IS 
MALCHUT. As a result, the days that were already known TO BE THE 
SIX ENDS OF ZEIR ANPIN are the season of firstripe grapes, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT; THAT IS, THE SIX ENDS IN ZEIR ANPIN GOT JOINED 
TOGETHER AT THAT TIME IN MALCHUT.
 

 

38. "And they ascended into the Negev, and (he) came to 
Hebron" (Bemidbar 13:22). HE INQUIRES: It should have said, 'And 
they came' in plural. HE ANSWERS: However, Rabbi Yosi said it 
refers to Caleb, who came to pray upon the graves of the patriarchs 
IN HEBRON. Caleb thought to himself: Joshua, indeed! Moses 
blessed him with the help of the Highest Holiness and he could 
extricate himself and save himself from them; what shall I do? He 
took counsel to pray a prayer in the burial place of his patriarchs, in 
order to be rescued from the misguided decisions of the rest of the 
spies.
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39. Rabbi Yitzchak said, "AND (HE) CAME" MEANS whoever is more 
important than the rest, it enters into him; THAT IS, THE SHECHINAH 
ENTERED AND WAS CLOTHED IN CALEB since in it, IN THE 
SHECHINAH, everything depends. Come and see: Who has the 
advantage over the rest, to be able to come there, TO HEBRON, 
since it is written: "And there were Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai." As 
a result of fearing them, who would be able to come EVEN TO HIDE 
in the cave? But the Shechinah was clothed there in Caleb to bring 
tidings to the Patriarchs. The time has arrived for their children to 
enter the land which the Holy One, blessed be He, had sworn to 
them, and that is why he: "came to Hebron." IT DOESN'T SAY, "AND 
THEY CAME," SINCE IT ALLUDES TO THE SHECHINAH.
 

 

40. From whom were Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai descended? They 
were the offspring of the Nefilim (lit. 'fallen ones') that the Holy One, 
blessed be He, dropped from the HEAVEN to the earth, and they 
produced offspring from the daughters of the earth. From them 
emerged the mighty men of old, as is written: "The same were 
mighty men of old, men of renown" (Beresheet 6:4). "Of old" MEANS 
they were present from the time the world was created and "men of 
renown" are Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, MEANING THAT THEIR 
NAMES WERE WELL KNOWN IN THE WORLD.
 

 

41. "And they came to the wadi of Eshkol (cluster 
valley)..." (Bemidbar 13:23). Rabbi Yehuda opened the discussion 
with the verse: "Thus says the El, Hashem, He that created the 
heavens, and stretched them..." (Yeshayah 42:5). How much people 
need to observe the activities of the Holy One, blessed be He. How 
much need there is to inquire in matters of Torah, for it is as if 
everyone that studies Torah brings all the offerings in the world to 
the Holy One, blessed be He. Not only that, but the Holy One, 
blessed be He, also wipes away all his iniquities, and prepares many 
thrones for him in the World to Come.
 

 

 
 
7. Before the world was created, how could it be written: "And... died" 
Rabbi Yehuda wonders why God created Adam if He knew that Adam would sin and that He would have to sentence him to death. He wonders why 
those who study the Torah die in this world just like those who don't. Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Aba discuss why they are permitted to seek out the 
mysteries in the Torah but they have no right to inquire about the ways of God, as for example when it pertains to things like the question above. 
The conclusion is that there are things that are secret to God and that no one should even ask about them, except for Rabbi Shimon who can 
explain things to his generation openly.

42. Rabbi Yehuda was walking along the way with Rabbi Aba. He 
said: I wish to ask you one thing. Since the Holy One, blessed be He, 
was aware that Adam was going to commit sin in His presence and 
that He would sentence him to death, why did He create him? Didn't 
the Torah exist 2,000 years prior to the creation of the world, 
MEANING BEFORE THE SIN OF ADAM? It is written: "When a man 
dies in a tent" (Bemidbar 19:14), "if a man die," "and...died" and 
"such and such lived and died." What did the Holy One, blessed be 
He, want from man in this world? If man studies Torah day and night 
he will die, and if he does not study Torah he will die. The same 
course applies to all, except that THE SINNER gets removed from the 
World to Come. HOWEVER, IN THIS WORLD ALL ARE EQUAL, as it 
is written: "As is the good, so is the sinner" (Kohelet 9:2).
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43. He said to him: Why do you need to toil in the ways of your 
Master and the edicts of your Master? Ask about that which you 
have permission to know and gaze at, and about that which you have 
no permission to know, it is written: "Do not let your mouth cause 
your flesh to sin" (Kohelet 5:5), since we have no right to inquire 
about the ways of the Holy One, blessed be He, and His mysteries, 
the utmost high secrets that He covered and hid. He said to him: If 
so, the entire Torah is concealed and hidden, since it is the most 
Holy Name and whoever studies the Torah, it is as if he deals in His 
Holy Name. If so, we are not permitted to inquire and gaze IN THE 
TORAH.
 

 

44. He said to him: The entire Torah is both concealed and revealed 
and the Holy Name is both concealed and revealed, as it is written: 
"The secret things belong to Hashem our Elohim: but those things 
which are revealed belong to us and to our children" (Devarim 
29:28). "But those things which are revealed belong to us," meaning 
that we have permission to inquire and observe and gaze at them to 
know them. However, "the secret things belong to Hashem our 
Elohim": They are His and to Him they are proper, since who could 
know and comprehend His concealed mind, let alone even ask about 
it.
 

 

45. The people of the world are not permitted to talk about the 
concealed matters and explain them, besides the holy luminary, 
Rabbi Shimon, since the Holy One, blessed be He, acceded to him. 
Since his generation is distinguished above and below, the matters 
are therefore said through him openly. There will be no other 
generation like the generation that he resides in, until the coming of 
King Messiah.
 

 

 
 
8. The Holy One, blessed be He, has three worlds 
We are told the secret that God has three worlds in which He is concealed. The first is the uppermost world of which nothing is known. The second 
is the world by which God is known. The third is the world below them where division exists, and it consists of Briyah, Yetzirah and Asiyah; this 
constitutes the world within which the highest angels dwell and where God is sometimes present and sometimes not. We also hear about three 
realms, the first of which is the realm of division, meaning this world. The second world, the terrestrial Garden of Eden, is the realm that is 
connected to the highest realm. The third world is the higher world that is hidden and secret. We hear that the children of God merit all three worlds. 
The Torah warns that people should not mutilate themselves in grief for the dead because the righteous dead are not lost and they exist in high and 
precious realms in a state of happiness. We hear that because of Adam's sin man does taste the taste of death prior to entering into the other 
realms. The conclusion is that God tells people that if they follow His paths and do His work He will bring them to good worlds and higher realms.

46. Come and see, it is written: "So Elohim created man in His own 
image, in the image of Elohim He created him" (Beresheet 1:27). The 
secret of the matter is that the Holy One, blessed be He, has three 
worlds in which He is concealed. The first world is the uppermost 
world that is concealed from all, at which we should not gaze. 
Nothing is known of it except that He is concealed in it. THIS IS THE 
WORLD OF ZEIR ANPIN OF ATZILUT.
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47. The second world, which is tied to that WORLD above, is the one 
by which the Holy One, blessed be He, is known, as it is written: 
"Open to me the gates of righteousness" (Tehilim 118:19) and "This 
is the gate of Hashem" (Tehilim 118:20). AND THAT IS THE WORLD 
OF MALCHUT IN ATZILUT, WHICH IS THE GATE TO ZEIR ANPIN and 
constitutes the second world.
 

 

48. The third world is the world below them, where division exists. 
THAT IS BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH, ABOUT WHOM IT IS 
SAID: "AND FROM THENCE IT WAS PARTED... " (BERESHEET 2:10). 
It constitutes the world within which the highest angels dwell, and 
the presence of the Holy One, blessed be He, is apparent and not so 
apparent in it. Now He seems in it, yet when there is a wish to 
observe and to know Him, He disappears from them and is not 
visible until all ask: "Where is the place of His glory." "Blessed be 
the glory of Hashem from His place" (Yechezkel 3:12), and that is the 
realm where He is not always.
 

 

49. In the same manner: "For in the image of Elohim made He 
man" (Beresheet 9:6). Then he has the three realms. The first realm 
is that world that is referred to as the realm of division, MEANING 
THIS WORLD. The man is existent and not existent in it, since when 
you wish to look at him, he departs from there and is no longer 
visible.
 

 

50. The second world is the realm that is connected to the highest 
realm. That is the terrestrial Garden of Eden, which is tied to another 
higher world, and from that REALM is known the concept of another 
world.
 

 

51. The third world is the higher world that is concealed, hidden and 
secret. There is nobody that knows it, as is written: "Neither has the 
eye seen, that Elohim, beside You, should do such a thing for him 
that waits for Him" (Yeshayah 64:3). All is similar to the above, as is 
written: "For in the image of Elohim made He man."
 

 

52. SINCE THEY MERIT THE THREE WORLDS, about this it is 
written: "You are children of Hashem your Elohim..." (Devarim 14:1), 
as we have explained. These are in the image of Elohim and these 
inherit the highest legacy, similar to His - THAT IS, THREE WORLDS. 
Therefore, it was warned in the Torah that "you shall not gash 
yourselves, nor make any baldness between your eyes for the 
dead" (Ibid.) since one is not lost after his death and he exists in 
good realms, supernal and precious, and they should be in a state of 
happiness when a righteous one departs from this world.
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53. Come and see: If Adam would not have sinned, he would not 
have tasted the taste of death in this world during his passing into 
the other realms. However, due to his sinning, he does taste the 
taste of death prior to entering into these realms. The spirit gets 
divested from this body and leaves it in this world. The spirit gets 
cleansed in the River Dinur to receive its punishment and then 
enters in to the Garden of Eden on this earth. Another vessel of light 
that is precisely similar to the form of the body which he previously 
had on this world is ready for it. It vests and prepares itself in it and 
there, IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN, is its permanent residence. On the 
first of each month and Shabbat, the spirit connects to the soul and 
ascends and crowns itself higher and higher, IN THE MOST HIGH 
GARDEN OF EDEN. This is what is written: "And it shall come to 
pass, that every new moon" (Yeshayah 66:23).
 

 

54. "That every new moon": HE INQUIRES: Why SPECIFICALLY ON 
THE FIRST OF THE MONTH? HE RESPONDS: The secret of the 
matter is due to the renewal of the moon that gets adorned to 
illuminate from the sun at that time, MEANING THE TIME WHEN 
THERE IS THAT UPPER MATING OF ZEIR ANPIN AND THE FEMALE 
CALLED SUN AND MOON. Similarly on "every Shabbat," "every" is 
the moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT and "Shabbat" is the sun, WHICH IS 
ZEIR ANPIN, since the light comes to her from Him. Therefore, it is 
all the same thing, THAT THE FIRST OF THE MONTH AND THE 
SHABBAT ARE INDICATIVE OF THE SAME, BECAUSE IT IS THE 
TIME WHEN ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT ARE IN CONJUGATION. 
HOWEVER, THERE IS A DEGREE OF DIFFERENCE IN THE 
ELEVATION, THAT ON THE NEW MOON, THEY ARE IN THE LEVEL 
OF YISRAEL-SABA AND TEVUNAH, AND ON THE SHABBAT IN THE 
LEVEL OF ABA AND IMA. That is the clear definition of this matter, 
except for the sinners who are sentenced to death in all the realms, 
which means being cut off from all the realms and losing all if they 
have not come to repentance. Rabbi Yehuda said: Blessed is the All 
Merciful that I asked and gained these, and came to understand 
THESE MEANINGS.
 

 

55. Rabbi Shimon said: From this portion, I have learned the secret 
meaning of wisdom, from which are derived lofty and precious 
secrets. Come and see that the Holy One, blessed be He, praises the 
Torah and says, 'Go in My paths and be labor in My service, and I 
will bring you to good worlds and higher realms.' To those people 
who do not know, or have no Faith and do not look, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, says, 'Go seek out and and look at that better world, 
that supernal and exquisite realm.' They reply: How could we 
possibly do that and how could we know all this?
 

 

 
 
9. "Go up this way by the south" 
We learn that God tells people to strive in the Torah and they will then recognize that it is available to support them, and they will be able to see if 
the just that live in the Garden of Eden got there by having overpowered their inclinations with strong effort, or if they studied the Torah day and 
night. They will be able to see what type of world it is and whether the Tree of Life is present forever. We hear warnings against those who think they 
can achieve the Garden of Eden with a lazy attitude and meaningless effort.
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56. It is written THAT THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, TELLS 
THEM: '"Go up this way by the south" (Bemidbar 13:17), MEANING 
strive in the Torah and you will then recognize that it stands in good 
stead for you. Through it, you will know that WORLD "and see the 
country, what it is..." (Ibid. 18), MEANING you will recognize through 
her that world, which is an inheritance and a legacy, to which I bring 
you.' "And the people who dwell in it" (Ibid.): these are the righteous 
in the Garden of Eden, who stand row by row in the highest glory on 
the highest grades.
 

 

57. "Whether they are strong or weak..." (Ibid.) MEANING you will see 
in her if they gained all these due to having overpowered their 
inclination WITH STRONG EFFORT and broken it, or whether they 
did it WEAKLY WITHOUT ANY EFFORT. Or see if they enhanced 
their strength in Torah by studying it day and night or if they have 
they loosened their hands of it, AND YET IN SPITE OF THAT they 
merited all these. "Are they few or are they many" (Ibid.): Are there 
many who are involved in My service and getting stronger by the 
Torah, so that they therefore merit all these, or not?
 

 

58. "And what the land is, whether fat or lean" (Ibid. 19): through the 
Torah, you will know what the land is, MEANING what type of world it 
is - whether there is a great deal of beneficial good from above to its 
dwellers, or whether it is lacking anything. "Whether there is a tree in 
it, or not" (Ibid. 20): is the Tree of Life - THAT IS, ZEIR ANPIN - 
present forever and ever? And does it contain the bundle of life, 
WHICH IS YESOD, or not?
 

 

59. "And they ascended into the Negev, and (he) came to 
Hebron" (Ibid. 22). "And they ascended into the Negev" MEANS that 
people elevate themselves within her, THE TORAH, and "into the 
Negev" means with a lazy heart, as one whose effort is dry and 
meaningless, because he believes that there is no recompense in 
that. He sees that he has lost the world's riches due to her and 
thinks that everything is LOST. "Into the Negev" is as written: "The 
face of the ground was dry" (Beresheet 8:13), "dry" being translated 
into Aramaic as negivu.
 

 

60. Following that: "And (he) came to Hebron," MEANING that he has 
come to adhere to the Torah, and he reads and studies her. "Where 
Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai..." (Bemidbar 13:22), MEANING he sees 
there many divisions: unclean and clean, forbidden and permitted, 
punishment and recompense. These are the paths of the Torah, the 
specifics of the Torah. "The children of Anak" (Ibid.): MEANING that 
they were born from the side of Gvurah.
 

 

 
 
10. The spies 
We are told that Hebron is the Oral Torah because whoever strives in her is referred to as Chaver, or comrade; it emerges from the written Torah, 
Zeir Anpin. Reference is made to homiletical interpretations and Agadah that surround the Torah like grapes in a cluster. Those who do not study 
the Torah for its own sake cause a flaw in the faith because they consider the written and oral Torahs to be two rather than one; this leads to the 
separation of Zeir Anpin and Malchut. People recant from the true path, saying that the world above might indeed be good, as the Torah says, but 
who could possibly deserve it? It takes too much work. We read of the difficulties of poverty and weakness of body among those who study the 
Torah, but of the great reward that comes to them and the great connection they make with God. We are told the inner meaning of Joshua and Caleb 
who carried between them the branch with the cluster of grapes. The rabbis talk about the giants who came against them, and Rabbi Shimon tells of 
the slanderous spies who told lies about the promised land. It was as if by speaking slanderously about the Holy Land they spoke badly about God, 
and God later caused the destruction of both temples on the anniversary of that day. Had Moses not prevailed with his prayer the children of Yisrael 
would have been destroyed from the world.
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61. "Now Hebron was built seven years" (Bemidbar 13:22): These are 
the seventy faces of the Torah. It contains seventy aspects, THE 
TORAH THAT IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN THAT HAS SIX ENDS 
AND CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND 
MALCHUT THAT TOTAL SEVEN SFIROT. To each aspect, there is 
ten, MEANING THAT EACH ONE IS COMPRISED OF TEN SFIROT, 
TOTALLING SEVENTY. Hebron is the Torah, because whoever 
strives in her is referred to as Chaver, or friend. "Before Zoan in 
Egypt" (Ibid.): We learned that there exists Torah corresponding to a 
Torah and that is the written Torah, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and oral 
Torah, WHICH IS MALCHUT. That Hebron, WHICH IS THE ORAL 
TORAH THAT IS MALCHUT, comes out from the written Torah, ZEIR 
ANPIN, as it says: "Say to wisdom, 'You are my sister'" (Mishlei 7:4). 
And it was built seven years, MEANING THE SEVEN SFIROT - 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND 
MALCHUT. Therefore, it was referred to as Bathsheba, daughter of 
seven. "Before Zoan in Egypt" as it says: "Solomon's wisdom" - 
THAT IS MALCHUT - "excelled of all the children of the east country, 
and all the wisdom of Egypt" (I Melachim 5:10).
 

 

62. "And they came to the wadi of Eshkol" (Bemidbar 13:23): these 
refer to matters of Agadah and homiletical interpretation that are 
derived from the aspect of Faith, WHICH IS MALCHUT, SINCE 
HOMILETICAL INTERPRETATIONS AND AGADAH ARE DEPENDENT 
ON TORAH AND SURROUND HER LIKE GRAPES IN A GRAPE 
CLUSTER. "And cut down from thence a branch..." (Ibid.): they 
learned from there the headings of the chapters and the highlights of 
the matters. The faithful rejoice with these matters, which are 
blessed within them. They notice that they stem from one source 
and principal and there is no division that divides them. Those who 
are not of Faith and do not study the Torah for its own sake cause 
the Faith, WHICH IS MALCHUT, to be separated FROM ZEIR ANPIN, 
SINCE THEY CAUSE A FLAW IN THE PAIRING OF ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT - WHICH ARE THE WRITTEN TORAH AND THE ORAL 
TORAH. THEY DO NOT ACCEPT THE BELIEF THAT THEY ARE ONE 
ESSENCE AND ONE SOURCE. This is what is written: "And they 
carried it between two on a pole (Heb. mot)" (Ibid.), WHICH MEANS 
THEY CAUSED a division BETWEEN THE WRITTEN AND ORAL 
TORAH AND CONSIDER THEM, HEAVEN FORBID, AS TWO. What is 
the meaning of "mot"? It is as is written: "He will not suffer your foot 
to be moved (Heb. lamot)" (Tehilim 121:3) and "of the pomegranates 
(Heb. rimonim), and the figs (Heb. te'enim)" (Bemidbar 13:23). They 
have placed these matters entirely into the Other Side, to the side of 
heretics, and the side of separation, SINCE RIMONIM IS DERIVED 
FROM MINIM (LIT. 'HERETICS'). AND TE'ENIM IS DERIVED FROM: 
"BUT ELOHIM ALLOWED IT (HEB. INAH) TO HAPPEN TO 
HIM" (SHEMOT 21:13), MEANING THAT IT HAPPENED BY CHANCE, 
AS THEY DO NOT BELIEVE IN PROVIDENCE AND SAY EVERYTHING 
IS BY CHANCE, AND SEPARATE THE BLESSED NAME FROM THE 
WORLD.
 

 

63. This is what is written: "And they returned from searching the 
land" (Bemidbar 13:25). "And they returned" means they returned to 
the Evil Side and recanted from the true path, saying, What result did 
we get, to this day we have not experienced any worldly benefits for 
our labor in the Torah. The house was empty and we were settled 
among the lower class of the people. Who will merit that world and 
who will reach to enter into it? It might be better for us not to work 
so hard. "And they told him, and said..." (Ibid. 27), Here we labored 
and studied in order to know that part of the world, AS YOU 
ADVISED US: "And indeed it flows with milk and honey" (Ibid.). That 
world above is indeed good, as we were informed in the Torah, but 
who could deserve it?
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64. "But the people are strong" (Ibid. 28). Powerful is the NATION 
THAT MERITED THE WORLD ABOVE, which did not value the whole 
world of making deals and getting great wealth. Who is he THAT 
COULD ACT THAT WAY to gain merits in the world above? Certainly, 
"but the people are strong that dwell in this land." Whoever wishes 
to make gains in her must be wealthy and strong as it says: "But the 
rich answers with impudence (lit. 'strength')" (Mishlei 18:23). "and 
the cities are fortified and very great" (Bemidbar 13:28), MEANING 
nothing will be lacking in homes filled with all goodness. "And 
moreover we saw the children of Anak there" (Ibid.), meaning it 
requires a firm body strong as a lion, since the Torah diminishes the 
strength of a person when he deals in the forbidden and the 
permissible, the defiled and the cleansed, the fit and the rejected. 
Who could merit her?
 

 

65. Furthermore, "Amalek dwells in the land of the Negev" (Ibid. 29). 
If a person should think to himself that even with all this, he will 
deserve TO BE STRENGTHENED, "Amalek dwells in the land of the 
Negev." Here is the bad inclination that prosecutes upon the person, 
always present in the body. "And the Hittites...and the 
Amorites..." (Ibid.). How many prosecutors exist there to prevent a 
person from ever entering that world at all? Who will have merit for it 
and who will enter into it? With these words, "they disheartened the 
children of Yisrael" (Bemidbar 32:9), since they have implicated 
Yisrael in bad deeds, as it says: "They spread an evil report of the 
land" (Ibid.).
 

 

66. What did these faithful say? "If Hashem delights in us...and give 
it us" (Bemidbar 14:8), MEANING that if a person strives with a 
willing heart for the Holy One, blessed be He, HE WILL MERIT HER, 
since He only wants his heart and they will preserve that Holy Sign. 
THAT IS THE HOLY COVENANT, as is written: "Your people also 
shall be righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever" (Yeshayah 
60:21), MEANING THOSE WHO PRESERVE THE COVENANT, WHO 
ARE CALLED THE JUST.
  

67. However, "only rebel not against Hashem" (Bemidbar 14:9). It is 
necessary not to rebel against the Torah, since Torah neither 
requires wealth, nor utensils of silver and gold. "Nor fear the people 
of the land" (Ibid.), for if a broken body will engage to study the 
Torah, it will find a remedy in everything. This is what is written: "It 
shall be a health to your navel, and marrow to your bones" (Mishlei 
3:8). and it is also written: "And health to all their flesh" (Mishlei 
4:22). All the prosecutions PRESENT UPON THE PERSON BECOME 
HELPFUL TO HIM. They proclaim and make room for such-and-such, 
servant of the King, MEANING THAT NO ONE WILL DETER HIM 
FROM COMING TO THE KING TO SERVE HIM.
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68. Therefore, "nor fear the people of the land; for they are bread for 
us" (Bemidbar 14:9). THE PROSECUTORS themselves prepare food 
daily for those who study Torah, as it says: "And I have commanded 
the ravens to feed you there" (I Melachim 17:4). It is further written: 
"And the ravens brought him bread and meat" (Ibid. 6). ALTHOUGH 
THE RAVENS ARE UNCLEAN, FROM THE OTHER SIDE, STILL THEY 
WERE FEEDING HIM. "Their defense (shadow) is departed from 
them" (Bemidbar 14:9): What is meant by shadow? That is the 
harshness of heavy judgment IN THEM THAT WAS REMOVED AND 
VOIDED. What is the reason that it was gone? "And Hashem is with 
us: fear them not" (Ibid.): All their power was voided as a result of 
the Torah. Praised is the lot of those who deal with and study Torah 
for its own sake, because they really get connected to the Holy One, 
blessed be He. They are considered brethren and friends and this is 
what is written: "For my brethren and friends' sakes, I will now say, 
'Peace be within you'" (Tehilim 122:8).
 

 

69. "And they came to the wadi of Eshkol." Rabbi Aba said, They cut 
off the cluster (Heb. Eshkol) of grapes, which they tried to lift up, and 
were not able. They tried to move it FROM ITS PLACE and were 
unable. Joshua and Caleb came, took hold of it, raised it and it was 
upright through them. This is what is written: "And they carried it 
between two on a pole" MEANS by the only two WHO DID NOT SIN, 
WHICH ARE JOSHUA AND CALEB. HE ASKS: What purpose did "a 
branch" serve? HE RESPONDS: It is only that the cluster was 
attached hanging to it and, while it is attached on location, it is 
called a branch. After THEY CUT IT OFF, it is called pole, as is 
written: "And they carried it...on a pole," MEANING that specific one, 
the one they severed FROM THE TREE.
 

 

70. From this, SEEING THAT THEY ARE ABLE TO TAKE THE 
CLUSTER AND YET THE OTHERS WERE UNABLE TO DO IT, Joshua 
and Caleb realized that they deserved to enter the promised land and 
that they would have a part and an inheritance. While THE SPIES 
were still traveling, they made a decision in council about them - 
JOSHUA AND CALEB - SINCE THE OTHERS WERE JEALOUS OF 
THEM THAT THEY WERE ABLE TO CARRY THAT CLUSTER. AND 
THEY DECIDED IN COUNCIL TO MURDER THEM. Caleb stood up 
over the fruit and said, Fruit, fruit, if for your sake we get killed, why 
are we in your part. Immediately, THE CLUSTER made itself lighter, 
SO THAT ALL COULD CARRY IT. And they passed it on to them.
 

 

71. Rabbi Elazar said, They did not give THE CLUSTER to others, 
since it is clearly written: "And they carried it between two on a 
pole," INDICATING THE TWO OUTSTANDING AND SEPARATED 
FROM THE REST. Among all of them, there were no other two like 
them. From this, Joshua took a lesson at a later date, TO SEND JUST 
TWO SPIES, as is written: "And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of 
Shittim two men to spy secretly" (Yehoshua 2:1). Those two have 
already been explained by the ancient ones. When JOSHUA AND 
CALEB reached back to Yisrael and handed to them THE CLUSTER, 
they remained silent AND SAID NOTHING TO YISRAEL. IT WAS 
ONLY THE REST OF THE SPIES WHO SAID, "AND THIS IS THE 
FRUIT OF IT" (BEMIDBAR 13:27) and they pretended themselves to 
be the least.
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72. Rabbi Yitzchak said, When the spies reached those giants, they 
put in front of them the staff of Moses and were saved. How do we 
know that he gave them the staff? Since it is written: "And he said to 
them, 'Go up this way (Heb. zeh) by the south.'" It is written here: 
"Zeh" or this and it is written there: "This (Heb. hazeh) 
rod..." (Shemot 4:17). AND WE HAVE LEARNED OF A SIMILAR 
EQUATION USING SIMILAR LANGUAGE EXPRESSION WITH ZEH - 
THIS. Due to this staff, they were saved. If you think that those giants 
simply left them alone, IT WAS NOT SO. The giants in fact came to 
capture them, but they put the staff in front of the giants and saved 
themselves. Rabbi Yehuda said, Tradition is that Moses passed on to 
them the Holy Name. Due to this, they were saved and survived.
 

 

73. Rabbi Chiya said, They were referred to by three names - Nefilim 
(lit. 'fallen ones'), Anakim (lit. 'giants'), Refaim (lit. 'lax ones') - and all 
of them lived long. First they were called Nefilim, the fallen, AT THE 
TIME THEY WERE DROPPED DOWN FROM HEAVEN. After they 
joined up with the females of human kind and had children from 
them, THE CHILDREN were called Anakim. Following that, when they 
continued to spread about the world and become lax, and let go of 
the WORLD above, they were referred to as Refaim.
 

 

74. Rabbi Yehuda said, Behold, it is written: "The shades (Heb. 
refaim). tremble" (Iyov 26:5) and "who also were considered Refaim 
as the Anakim" (Devarim 2:11). HOW CAN YOU SAY THAT "REFAIM" 
IS FROM THE LINGUISTIC ROOT OF LAX, WEAK? RABBI CHIYA said 
to him: The explanation is because those giants were from two 
sides, MEANING FROM AN ANGELIC SOURCE AND A HUMAN 
FEMALE SOURCE, AND WERE MADE more hopeless TO EXIST on 
the earth. Similarly, the Refaim that resulted and were born FROM 
ANAKIM WERE EVEN MORE DESPAIRING UNTIL THEY RELEASED 
THEMSELVES ALTOGETHER FROM THE ABOVE and were living 
long lives. When they became weaker, half their body became 
weakened AND DIED and half their body remained LIVING - SINCE 
THEY WERE COMPOSED HALF OF ANGELS THAT DO NOT 
DETERIORATE AND DIE, AND HALF OF HUMANS THAT DO 
EVENTUALLY DIE. When half of their body was deceased, they used 
to pick herbs from the field grasses, MEANING POISONOUS HERBS, 
swallowed them and died. Because they wished to kill themselves, 
they were called Refaim, or lax ones, SINCE THEY LET 
THEMSELVES LOOSE FROM LIFE. Rabbi Yitzchak said, They used 
to throw themselves into the great sea and drown, and they died. 
That is what it is written: "The shades (Heb. refaim) tremble; the 
waters beneath with the inhabitants thereof."
 

 

75. Rabbi Shimon said, Had Yisrael entered the promised land under 
the stigma of THE SPIES' slanderous speech, the world could not 
have withstood it even for a moment. Who is the artisan of 
slanderous speech, MEANING ITS SOURCE? The serpent. The secret 
of the matter is that when the serpent violated Eve, REFERRING TO 
THE SIN OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, he 
inflicted her with impurity, MEANING HIS UNCLEANNESS, FROM 
WHICH COME ALL HUMAN SINS. Rabbi Shimon said about all of 
them, Forgiveness was granted by the Holy One, blessed be He, 
except for slanderous speech, since it is written: "Who have said, 
'With our tongue we will prevail; our lips are our own: who is lord 
over us'" (Tehilim 12:5).
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76. Come and see, the slanderous language OF THE SPIES caused 
that decree that our ancestors not enter the land. Those who spoke 
SLANDEROUSLY died, and weeping for generations to come was 
decreed, SINCE ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF THAT DATE WAS ALSO 
THE DESTRUCTION OF BOTH TEMPLES. It was as if, by speaking 
SLANDEROUSLY about the Holy Land, they spoke badly about Him. 
Therefore, the Holy One, blessed be He, took action on it. And the 
children of Yisrael were about to be destroyed from the world had 
not Moses prevailed with his prayer.
 

 

77. "And they told to him and said to him...": Rabbi Chiya said, What 
is the change here THAT IT IS WRITTEN: "And they told"? It is not 
using the words 'speak' or 'say'? HE RESPONDS: Each one 
interpreted the matters separately: "And spoke": wherever IT IS 
WRITTEN "THEY SPOKE" it is alluding to wisdom and we already 
learned that. "And he said" simply MEANS the thoughts of the heart 
IN THE SAME LINE OF SPEECH, AS IS WRITTEN: "NOW HAMAN 
THOUGHT (LIT. 'SAID') IN HIS HEART" (ESTER 6:6). "And they said" 
MEANS giving an order, as we already defined it in several places. 
"And they told" always MEANS relating matters, THAT EACH ONE 
LAID OUT HIS EXPLANATION OF THE MATTERS.
 

 

78. "We came to the land": HE ASKS: It should have said, 'We went 
TO THE LAND'. HE RESPONDS: Yet "we came" MEANS we entered 
that land that you praised daily, and said that there is nothing like it. 
"And indeed it flows with milk and honey": Rabbi Yitzchak said, 
Whoever wants to lie about something starts first with some truthful 
matters, in order to have them believe his deceptions. THEREFORE, 
THEY BEGAN FIRST: "AND INDEED IT FLOWS WITH MILK AND 
HONEY."
 

 

79. Rabbi Chiya said, This is what they said: We came to the land 
which you were praising every day. You said that there is nothing 
like her "and indeed it flows with milk and honey," and you 
exaggerated her praise above all THE LANDS. It is not so, since "this 
is the fruit of it." In fact, they cut down one of the smallest clusters 
AND SHOWED IT TO THEM. They said, If this is the land that the Holy 
One, blessed be He, wishes as an inheritance for the children of 
Yisrael, and for which they suffered all these hardships and troubles, 
we find in the land of Egypt clusters of fruits that are doubly finer 
than these.
 

 

80. "But the people are strong": THEY SAID, It is the custom of the 
world that the strong ones, who do battles, stay outside THE CITIES 
to guard the roads. Here, even the city dwellers are powerful and 
strong "and the cities are fortified." Even if all the kings of the world 
gather against them, they will not be able to make a dent in their 
defenses. Rabbi Yosi said, Everything they said was with evil 
speech, and the harshest of all is what is written: "Amalek dwells in 
the land of the Negev." This is like a person who was bitten by a 
snake. When they wish to threaten him, they say to him, Here comes 
the snake.
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81. Rabbi Aba said, This certainly posed more difficulty than 
everything else they said, meaning to say THAT THEY SAID that the 
one who wages battle with everyone lives here. Where? In the land 
of the Negev, which is an area THROUGH WHICH entrance is gained 
TO THE LAND. Immediately, "all the congregation lifted up their 
voice, and cried" (Bemidbar 14:1). They set a weeping pattern for 
generations to come that night, SINCE IT WAS THE EVENING OF 
THE NINTH OF AV, AT WHICH DATE BOTH TEMPLES WERE 
DESTROYED.
 

 

82. Rabbi Yosi said, They have conspired among themselves to 
spread an evil report about everything. What is about everything? 
Meaning, about the land and the Holy One, blessed be He. Rabbi 
Yitzchak said, about the land it is correct. About the Holy One, 
blessed be He, where do we know that from? He told him that is 
derived from what is written: "But the people are strong," MEANING 
TO INDICATE there might be no one who could possibly vanquish 
them. "The people are strong" is exact, MEANING TO SAY THAT 
EVEN THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, COULD NOT GO AGAINST 
THEM, AND THAT IS SLANDERING THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE 
HE. It is further written: "Amalek dwells in the land of the Negev." 
They then caused everything, as we learned, and the Holy One, 
blessed be He, wished to annihilate them from the world. This is 
what is written: "Therefore He said that He would destroy them, had 
not Moses His chosen one stood before Him in the 
breach..." (Tehilim 106:23).
 

 

 
 
11. A man in the world is similar to above 
The rabbis tell us that the world was only created for the sake of the children of Yisrael so that they could study the Torah, since Zeir Anpin and 
Malchut are united through it. They compare the body of man with its heart and brain to the body of the world.

83. "And now, I pray you, let the power of my lord be 
great" (Bemidbar 14:17). Rabbi Acha and Rabbi Yosi say, Praised are 
the children of Yisrael over all the nations in the world that the Holy 
One, blessed be He, was desirous of them, called them by His name 
and was glorified by them. The world was only created for the sake 
of the children of Yisrael, so they could study the Torah, since one 
and one are united through it, MEANING ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT. The children of Yisrael below in this world are His 
existence, SINCE THROUGH THEIR GOOD DEEDS THEY ELEVATE 
MAYIN NUKVIN (LIT. 'FEMALE WATERS') FOR THEIR UNION. They 
are the cause of endurance of all the nations, MEANING THEY EXIST 
FOR YISRAEL'S SAKE. When is this? It is when they do the wishes 
of their Master.
  

84. Come and see, when the Holy One, blessed be He, created man 
in the world, He prepared him similarly to the above. He gave him 
strength and energy in the midst of his body, where the heart lies, 
which is the energy of the entire body. From there, the entire body 
gets sustained and the heart gets attached and strengthened in the 
high area above, which is the brain in the head that rests above. And 
one is connected to the other.
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85. In a similar pattern, the Holy One, blessed be He, has prepared 
the world. He made it one body and He assembled the body organs 
around the heart, the heart in the center of the whole body, and all 
the organs take their nourishment from that heart that provides the 
energy to all of them. Everything is dependent on it. And that heart is 
connected and united to the upper brain that rests above, as was 
explained before.
 

 

 
 
12. This world is similar to those above 
This section tells how the temple courts of Yisrael are inside the temple mount which is inside Jerusalem which is inside the settlement of all 
seventy nations which is inside the oceanic sea that God created to surround the whole inhabitable planet. The description goes deeper into the 
Temple treasures and the altar area and the front entrance hall and the temple and the Holy of Holies and eventually the Ark itself; here is the heart 
of the land and the world - from here all the organs of the body of the world get their nourishment. The heart and the brain unite. All this is parallel to 
the structure above in the world of Atzilut. The body organs receive from the heart and the heart receives from the brain. Next the Zohar explains the 
Chariot of Malchut in its three aspects. Rabbi Chiya concludes by saying that with the same measure that a person measures, he gets measured 
from above.

86. Come and see, when the Holy One, blessed be He, created the 
world, He installed the ocean that surrounds the whole inhabitable 
planet, and the settlement of all seventy nations surrounding 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is situated in the center of all this settled area 
and it surrounds the temple mount. The temple mount surrounds all 
the temple courts of Yisrael, and these Temple courts encircle the 
Temple treasuries for congregational sacrifices, MEANING TO SAY, 
IN TERMS OF ITS IMPORTANCE, whose compartments also include 
the seat of the high court of the Sanhedrin. We have learned that 
there were no seating privileges in these Temple courts, with the 
exception made to the kings of the house of David. IN SPITE OF ALL 
THESE, THEY SURROUNDED THE TEMPLE TREASURIES FOR 
CONGREGATIONAL SACRIFICES, WHERE THE SEAT OF THE 
SANHEDRIN ABIDES. AND HE TELLS HERE ABOUT SEVEN 
ASPECTS, ONE MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE ONE BEFORE, IN 
PARALLEL WITH THE SEVEN SFIROT.
 

 

87. The Temple treasuries for congregational sacrifices surround the 
altar, and the altar area surrounds the front entrance hall. That hall 
surrounds the temple and the temple the Holy of Holies, wherein are 
found the Shechinah and the ark cover and the Cherubs and the ark. 
Here is the heart of the land and the world. From here, all the settled 
inhabitable areas, which are the organs of this body get their 
nourishment - MEANING OF THE WORLD. This heart, WHICH IS THE 
SHECHINAH, gets its nourishment from the brain in the head, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, and they unite with each other. This is 
what is written: "In the sanctuary, Hashem, which Your hands have 
established" (Shemot 15:17). It is similar to this high above, IN THE 
WORLD OF ATZILUT, and THE HEART is in the secret of the 
supernal King, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, THE BRAIN ABOVE BEING in 
the secret BRAIN, the precious and concealed, MEANING THE 
CONCEALED BRAIN OF ARICH ANPIN, FROM WHICH ZEIR ANPIN, 
THE SECRET OF THE HEART, RECEIVES THROUGH ABA AND IMA.
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88. The upper sea, WHICH IS MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, corresponds to 
that. IT ALSO CONTAINS THE SAME MENTIONED THREE ASPECTS 
IN ITS CHARIOT, WHICH ARE THE ASPECT OF THE BODY ORGANS, 
THE HEART IN THEIR CENTER - FROM WHICH THE BODY ORGANS 
RECEIVE - AND THE BRAIN IN THE HEAD, FROM WHICH THE 
HEART RECEIVES. There is a sea above the sea OF THIS WORLD - 
MEANING TO SAY, JUST LIKE THERE IS A SEA IN THIS WORLD, SO 
THERE IS ABOVE IN ATZILUT A SEA, WHICH IS MALCHUT. There is 
also a sea from the sea, THERE IS ADDITIONALLY EVEN A HIGHER 
SEA ABOVE THE HIGH SEA THAT IS MALCHUT, SINCE BINAH IS 
ALSO CALLED SEA. NOW THE ZOHAR EXPLAINS THE CHARIOT OF 
MALCHUT IN ITS THREE ASPECTS, EACH ASPECT INCLUDING 
SEVERAL ASPECTS. AND HE SAYS, Come and see, the river Dinur 
(lit. 'of fire'). surrounds several camps OF ANGELS. Across from it 
emerge seventy aspects OF ANGELS, inscribed with seven torches, 
WHICH ARE SEVEN SFIROT - CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT - OF THE FLAME OF 
GVURAH, WHERE EACH ONE IS COMPRISED OF TEN THAT GUARD 
THE SHECHINAH. They encircle those who serve on the interior of 
them, and they surround the four Chariots, WHICH IS THE SECRET 
OF THE FOUR ANGELS - MICHAEL, GABRIEL, URIEL, RAPHAEL - 
WHERE EACH ONE IS COMPRISED OF THREE THAT CARRY 
MALCHUT. AND UP TO HERE IS THE ASPECT OF THE BODY AND 
THE EXTERIOR ASPECT OF MALCHUT. They encircle this holy city 
that reclines over them, WHICH IS MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, THAT IS 
THE SECRET OF THE HEART IN THEM. EXCEPT THAT SHE TOO 
SPLITS UP TO SEVERAL ASPECTS, AS HE CONTINUES ON TO SAY.
 

 

89. NOW HE EXPLAINS THAT MALCHUT ITSELF IS DIVIDED UP INTO 
SEVERAL ASPECTS AND JUST THE MOST INTERIOR OF IT, THAT IS 
THE HEART, RECEIVES FROM THE BRAIN, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. 
HE SAYS, We learned that there, IN MALCHUT, there is a Temple 
court within a Temple court, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE SEVEN 
SFIROT BELOW OF MALCHUT. There is no seating in that court, 
only for the kings of the house of David that reside and sit there, 
MEANING TO SAY THAT THE KINGS OF THE HOUSE OF DAVID ARE 
ATTACHED TO IT. The High Court of the Sanhedrin is located in the 
Treasury Chambers, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE SIX ENDS OF 
THE FIRST THREE SFIROT IN MALCHUT, and the courthouse above 
them, THE SECRET OF THE FIRST THREE OF THE FIRST THREE 
SFIROT that serves that place, MEANING TO SAY THAT THEY ARE 
SERVING EXCLUSIVELY FOR MALCHUT ITSELF AND NOTHING OF 
THEM IS CARRIED FURTHER DOWN FOR THE LOWER GRADES. 
Judgment is carried from there to the uppermost holy, MEANING TO 
SAY THAT THE JUDGMENTS IN THERE THAT FLOW DOWN OVER 
THE HEADS OF THE WICKED ALONE ARE CONCEIVABLE TO THE 
MOST HOLY IN THE SECRET MEANING OF WHAT IS WRITTEN: 
"AND THEY SHALL GO FORTH, AND LOOK UPON THE CARCASSES 
OF THE MEN..." (YESHAYAH 66:24) until it reaches the area 
considered Holy of Holies, WHICH IS THE INNERMOST INTERIOR OF 
MALCHUT; THAT IS, YESOD OF ITS GREATNESS in which 
everything exists. The heart lies there - that is, the one that gets 
nourished from the upper brain - WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and they 
unite with each other.
 

 

90. HE RETURNS TO THE MATTERS MENTIONED AND DEFINES 
THEM MORE THOROUGHLY. It is similar to this up above, IN 
ATZILUT, and that is, THE HEART, in the secret meaning of the 
supernal King THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, AND THE BRAIN in the secret of 
the precious concealed BRAIN OF ARICH ANPIN FROM WHICH ZEIR 
ANPIN RECEIVES THROUGH ABA AND IMA. Consequently, the 
result is that everything is nourished from the higher brain OF 
ARICH ANPIN, that is hidden from everything. When attention is paid 
to these matters, IT IS APPARENT that all things are connected to 
each other.
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91. Come and see: When the concealed Atika shines - THAT IS THE 
CONCEALED BRAIN OF ARICH ANPIN - in the brain - THAT IS ABA - 
then the brain illuminates the heart - THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN - in the 
pleasant path of Hashem; THAT IS, THROUGH BINAH CALLED THE 
PLEASANTNESS OF HASHEM. We have explained that this is "the 
power of Hashem" (Bemidbar 14:17). meaning that energy flows 
from Atika Kadisha, who is concealed of all concealed. "Be 
great" (Ibid.) MEANS that it will grow and increase higher above and 
flow, and should be carried down. "According as you have 
spoken" (Ibid.) is as was explained THAT HE IS LONGSUFFERING 
BOTH TO THE JUST AND THE WICKED. "Saying" (Ibid.), meaning 
that the following later generations should take lessons from this 
forever and meaning that they should mention this in times of 
trouble, and say it in times of abundance. Say what? That is: 
"Hashem is longsuffering..." (Ibid. 18), and we have already defined 
these things.
 

 

92. Rabbi Yitzchak said, Why is "truth" missing here, MEANING 
THAT "AND ABUNDANT IN LOVE AND TRUTH" (SHEMOT 34:6), IS 
NOT MENTIONED HERE AS IT IS MENTIONED AT THE THIRTEEN 
MEASURES IN THE PORTION OF KI TISA. Rabbi Chiya said, THE 
SPIES caused it to be removed from here - HASHEM AND TRUTH - 
since they carried on with deception, and with the same measure 
that a person measures, he gets measured FROM ABOVE. Likewise, 
the other measures were gone, so that Moses could not mention 
them, SINCE WE FIND HERE ONLY NINE MEASURES OF 
COMPASSION AND NOT THIRTEEN. This was brought about BY THE 
SPIES. "I have pardoned according to your word" (Bemidbar 14:20). 
means actually your word. This was already commented on by the 
friends and we have learned it.
 

 

 
 
13. The dean of the Yeshivah (Torah academy) 
This section records the start of a supernal experience of the rabbis. They hear a mysterious saying that is eventually explained to them. They heard 
a voice saying that whoever stops shall be stopped, whoever curtails shall be curtailed and whoever curtails shall be prolonged. The rabbis hear 
many secrets and are then deemed worthy of going to a higher level. They are given a rose and inhale its fragrance, as the illumination of wisdom is 
called scent. They learn from the Mishnah scholars thirty laws that they hadn't known and other secret meanings in the Torah. They see people 
digging graves and dying and immediately reincarnating with bright holy bodies. They hear another set of riddles full of hidden meanings. We hear 
of the heads of the Yeshivot and how they travel with Aaron and fly like eagles to the Yeshivah of light, the Yeshivah of Moses. The face of Moses is 
radiant so that it cannot be looked upon, and there is a curtain between him and the wise men. Acting as an intermediary, Aaron takes Moses' 
explanations to the heads of the Yeshivot. We also hear how all the virtuous women of the desert generation came to Miriam to study about God. 
The generation of the desert is the most blessed because they left the Yeshivah of Moses and flew to the Yeshivah of the firmament, Metatron; those 
who are worthy take flight to the highest Yeshivah, the Yeshivah of God.

93. THE BEGINNING OF THIS ARTICLE IS MISSING. They spoke with 
each other what they could not speak before this. They emerged 
from that opening and sat in the garden underneath the trees. They 
said to each other, Since we were here and saw all this, if we die 
here, we will most certainly attain the World to Come. They sat down. 
A sleep fell upon them. In the meanwhile, the one appointed came 
and woke them up. He told them to get up and go into the orchard 
outside, MEANING TO THE EXTERIOR LEVEL. They went out. They 
noticed the scholars of the scriptures, who talked of this verse: "In 
this wilderness shall they be consumed" (Bemidbar 14:35), but not in 
another place, THAT IS THAT THEY WILL MERIT THE WORLD TO 
COME. "And there they shall die" (Ibid.), but not in another place, 
MEANING THAT THEY WILL HAVE THE LIFE OF THE WORLD TO 
COME. That concerns the bodies - THAT EVEN IN THIS WORLD, 
THEY WILL ONLY DIE FROM THE ASPECT OF THE BODY - but not 
their souls, WHICH WILL BE similar to the denizens of the Garden, 
MEANING THE SOULS WILL MERIT THE GARDEN OF EDEN.
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94. The appointed one told them to leave. They left with him. He 
asked them, Did you hear something on that level? They said, We 
heard that a voice was saying that whoever stops shall be stopped, 
whoever curtails shall be curtailed and whoever curtails shall be 
prolonged. He said to them, Do you understand what this means? 
They said no. He said to them, Did you see that great eagle and that 
child that picks grasses? This was Rabbi Ila'i from Netzivin, he and 
his son. They arrived here and they saw him and his boy and this 
cave. As soon as they entered into this darkness, they were not able 
to stand it and died.
 

 

95. That child, his son, stands daily in front of Betzalel, when he 
descends from his high Yeshivah, and said to him three things, prior 
to Betzalel's divulgence of the concealed secrets of wisdom. All his 
sayings are concealed secrets, since "neither has the eye seen, that 
Elohim, beside You" (Yeshayah 64:3). That is what is said: Whoever 
stops, shall be stopped means whoever ceases from the sayings of 
Torah in order to speak of vain matters, his life will be ended from 
this world. His judgment remains for the World to Come. Whoever 
curtails shall be curtailed means that whoever cuts short the Amen 
and does not extend it leisurely, BUT SAYS IT ABRUPTLY, shall have 
his life shortened in this world. Whoever curtails shall be prolonged 
means that whoever said Echad (Eng. 'One') must hurry with the 
Aleph OF ECHAD and shorten its pronunciation, and not dally with 
this letter at all. Whoever acts this way shall have his life extended.
 

 

96. He said more: They are two and one joins them. They become 
three and when they are three, they are one. He told them, These are 
the two names, Yud Hei Vav Hei and Yud Hei Vav Hei in Sh'ma 
Yisrael (the recital of the Sh'ma). "Our Elohim" was united with them 
and that is the seal of the ring, truth. When they get joined together, 
they are one in one union.
 

 

97. He said more: They are two and to one he returned. When he 
dominates, he flies on the wings of the wind and loiters and wanders 
into a group of two hundred thousand ones and hides there. He said 
to them, These are the two Cherubs upon which the Holy One, 
blessed be He, was riding. From the day that Joseph was hidden 
from his brothers, one was stored away and one remained with 
Benjamin as it is written: "And He rode upon the Cherub, and did fly: 
He soared on the wings of the wind" (Tehilim 18:11). AND WHAT HE 
SAID, And was hidden in two hundred thousand and was hidden, 
that refers to the one who rides on it, THAT IS CONCEALED IN TWO 
HUNDRED THOUSAND, that those two hundred thousand that are 
stored away are His, blessed is He.
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98. THE APPOINTED ONE told them, Go out from here. You are 
righteous AND DESERVING A HIGHER LEVEL. They emerged. The 
appointed one presented them with a rose, WHICH IS THE SECRET 
OF MALCHUT IN THE ASPECT OF LOWER CHOCHMAH and they left. 
When they left, the opening of the cave was concealed and was not 
visible at all. They noticed the eagle, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
FACE OF AN EAGLE, which descended from a tree and entered into 
a different cave. They inhaled the scent of the rose, AS THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH IS CALLED SCENT, and entered 
there. They discovered the eagle on the mouth of the cave. He told 
them, Enter friends, the truly righteous, since I have not felt the 
gladness of having company since the day that I have been here, 
except through you.
  

99. They entered another orchard, MEANING TO ANOTHER LEVEL, 
and the eagle was with them, THAT IS THE SECRET OF THE FACE 
OF AN EAGLE. When they arrived at those scholars of the Mishnah, 
the eagle converted back to the shape of a man, MEANING TO THE 
SECRET OF THE FACE OF A MAN with a glowing robe like them, and 
sat together with them. He said to the MISHNAH SCHOLARS that 
were seated, Give honor to the Mishnah scholars that arrived here, 
since their Master shows them great wonders. One of them said to 
them, Have you a sign THAT YOU ARE WORTHY OF BEING HERE? 
They replied, Yes. They slipped out two roses and smelled them, 
THEREBY ALLUDING TO MALCHUT AND BINAH THAT ARE 
COMBINED TOGETHER IN THE SECRET OF THE TWO ROSES. They 
said, Be seated, deans of the Yeshivah. Be seated, truly righteous 
men. They held on to them and they sat. At that time, they learned 
from them thirty Halachot (lit. 'laws') that they did not know of 
before, and other secret meanings in the Torah.
 

 

100. They then returned to the scriptural scholars, and they found 
them studying and saying: "I had said, 'You are angels (Heb. 
Elohim), all of you sons of the most High'" (Tehilim 82:6), MEANING 
"I had said" during the time when you acted before listening, for 
"You are Elohim..." However, since you were drawn after your bad 
inclination, "nevertheless, you shall die like a man..." (Ibid. 7), just 
like the death of man brings him to dust in order to erase the bad 
inclination in his corpse. It is that bad inclination that dies and 
decays within.
 

 

101. The older man who led them said, It is also written here: "But as 
for you, your carcasses (Heb. pigreichem) shall fall in this 
wilderness" (Bemidbar 14:32). IF IT WAS JUST THE DEMISE OF THE 
BAD INCLINATION, what is the meaning of "your carcasses" IN 
PLURAL FORM? IT IS ONE EVIL INCLINATION THAT APPLIES TO 
ALL OF THEM. HE RESPONDS: That Evil Inclination is combined of 
male and female, AND "YOUR CARCASSES" MEANS the things 
lacking in you, since the bad inclination is called lack, as it always 
descends to an area that is lacking IN THE PERSON and does not 
ascend. Hence, we always promote things pertaining to holiness, not 
to decrease. In defilement, there is always a decrease and never an 
increase. Therefore, THE BAD INCLINATION IS REFERRED TO AS, 
"your carcasses," MEANING those things lacking within you, as is 
written: "Who were too weak (Heb. pigru) to go over the wadi" (I 
Shmuel 30:10). The final sequence of the verse is proof THAT IT 
REFERS TO THE BAD INCLINATION, since it is written: "(they) shall 
fall" (Bemidbar 14:39) and IT IS not WRITTEN: '(you) shall fall'. So, 
too, "in this wilderness they shall be consumed" (Ibid. 35) these 
carcasses, MEANING, THE BAD INCLINATIONS, "and there they 
shall die," since it is the wish of the Holy One, blessed be He, to 
eliminate these carcasses from the world forever.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/39%20-%20Shlach%20Lecha.htm (26 of 89)2004/07/07 23:12:40



1

102. Rabbi Ila'i said to them: truly righteous men, enter and see, 
since permission is given to you to proceed to the area where the 
veil is spread. Praised is your lot. They rose and entered a place 
where there were scholars of Agadah, whose faces were bright as 
the sunlight. They said: Who are these? He said to them: These are 
the Agadah scholars, and they properly see the light of the Torah, 
daily. They remained and listened to several new illuminations in the 
Torah, but were not given authority to join with them.
 

 

103. Rabbi Ila'i told them to enter another area and look around. 
They entered into another garden and also saw, BESIDES OTHER 
THINGS, people digging graves. Immediately they die, and 
immediately reincarnate with bright holy bodies, SINCE THESE 
WERE THE DECEASED OF THE DESERT. They said to him, What is 
this? He replied to them, They do this every day and, when they die, 
the evil filth which they received before immediately decays. They 
quickly rise up with bright new bodies, with these holy bodies that 
they had when they stood on Mount Sinai, exactly as you see THEM, 
since all stood on Mount Sinai with bodies totally free of dirt. As 
soon as they drew upon themselves the Evil Inclination, they again 
had other bodies other than the bodies they had prior to that, 
strange bodies - MEANING THAT THE FILTH OF THE SERPENT WAS 
AGAIN UPON THEM. About this, it is written: "And the children of 
Yisrael stripped themselves of their ornaments by the Mount 
Horeb" (Shemot 33:6).
 

 

104. A voice stirred and said, Go and congregate there. Aholiav 
stands on his spot and there are chairs before him. Suddenly, 
everything disappeared and they saw nothing. They remained alone 
under the trees in the garden. They noticed another door. They 
entered there, saw a chamber and sat down there. There were two 
youths there. They raised their eyes and saw a dwelling that was 
embroidered in all the kinds of artistry and colors existing in the 
world. On it was spread a curtain of sparkling light, at which the eyes 
were not able to gaze. Beyond that, they saw nothing.
 

 

105. They inclined their ears and heard a voice that was saying, 
Betzalel is the fourth to the supernal lights. Joseph is the fourth in 
the lights of the Adam. HE IS the elevation above, most beloved of 
all. About him, the verse is written: "And its drink offering shall be 
the fourth part of a hin...in the holy place..." (Bemidbar 28:7). 
Whoever gazes and looks, his eyes will be blinded. Whoever does 
not gaze will be open-eyed and see. A tree of eighteen, when it 
bends itself, will return upright and endure. If it does not bend itself, 
the evil snake will consume it. Whoever enters two Cherubs forward, 
his wish will be accomplished. Whoever contemplates is far from his 
will. The offering of a youth is perfect to be accepted. And the voice 
stopped. ALL THOSE POINTS WILL BE EXPLAINED IN THE ZOHAR 
FURTHER ON.
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106. Those two youths asked, Have you a sign with you? They 
answered, Yes. They took out the two roses and smelled them. They 
were told to be seated while they heard two of the ancient secrets 
from the dean of the Yeshivah, which they shall keep forever secret. 
They agreed.
 

 

107. Rabbi Shimon said, All these points and all that they observed, 
they wrote down. When they reached here, AS THEY WERE TOLD TO 
KEEP THESE THINGS SECRET, it was written, MEANING IT WAS 
WRITTEN ABOUT THEM: "I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not 
with my tongue" (Tehilim 39:2). I inquired of my father, Father, what 
was referred to by these two items? He said to me, Your life, my son. 
These two matters have built worlds and destroyed worlds, for 
whoever made use of them.
 

 

108. As soon as they heard these two items, the youths told them, 
Leave, leave, for you have no permission to listen to more. One of 
them then took out an apple, gave it to them and said, Smell this. 
They smelled it and left. And of all that they saw, they forgot nothing. 
They left.
 

 

109. Another appointed one came and he said to them, Friends, 
Rabbi Ila'i has sent me to you. Wait for him here at the entrance of 
the cave and he will come and tell you about supernal matters of 
which you knew nothing, for he asked permission from the Yeshivah 
to have authority to reveal the matters to you. They emerged with 
him and waited at the entrance of the cave and they were repeating 
the points to each other, of all that they beheld and learned there.
 

 

110. In the meantime, Rabbi Ila'i arrived and was shining like the sun. 
They inquired of him, Have you heard anything new in the Torah? He 
told them, Certainly. I have been granted permission to relate it to 
you. They joined together at the cave entrance and sat down. He told 
them, You are worthy that your Master has revealed to you the 
likeness of the World to Come, and you have no fear nor awe. They 
responded, Certainly, we have already forgotten the way of people, 
and is it any wonder, after all that we observed on this mountain?
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/39%20-%20Shlach%20Lecha.htm (28 of 89)2004/07/07 23:12:40



1

111. He said to them, Have you seen all these mountains? All are 
heads of Yeshivot to this nation OF PEOPLE WHO DIED in the 
desert. They now achieve what they had not merited while they were 
alive. And these heads of the Yeshivot all gather on new moons, on 
Shabbat and holidays, at the mountain of Aaron the priest, get 
roused to him and enter his Yeshivah. They are renewed there with 
the purity of the holy dew that flows down on the head of Aaron and 
the anointing oil that flows down on him. With him, all become 
renewed with the new interpretations of the Holy King's love, so that 
it is called here the Yeshivah of love.
 

 

112. He, AARON, travels with the entire Yeshivah and secretly and 
lightly they fly like eagles to the Yeshivah of light, which is the 
Yeshivah of Moses. Everyone stays outside and does not enter 
inside, except for Aaron exclusively, EXCEPTING only those that are 
called by name on specific times, MEANING, ON SHABBAT AND 
NEW MOON.
 

 

113. No one can see Moses, since a veil is drawn over his face and 
seven clouds of glory surround him. Aaron stands within the 
surrounding curtain, WHICH IS THE PARTITION, below Moses. That 
fence is separating and not separating between them, MEANING 
THAT IT DOES NOT SERVE AS A COMPLETE SEPARATION. All the 
heads of the Yeshivot are on the outside of that curtain, which is this 
partition, MEANING THAT IN FACT, IT IS A COMPLETE 
SEPARATION. And all the rest OF THE WISE MEN are beyond the 
seven clouds THAT SURROUND HIM. The brightness of these clouds 
is in accordance with the new Torah illuminations that are revealed.
 

 

114. They were refined in the fineness of that light until MOSES' 
mask was visible to them. From that mask, they were able to see a 
light that is brighter than any light in the world. And that, THE MASK, 
IS the face of Moses, since his face is not at all visible. There is 
nobody who could see it, except for that light that emanates from 
this mask behind all these clouds.
 

 

115. Moses told Aaron the matter simply, WITHOUT EXPLANATIONS, 
and Aaron then explained it to the heads of the Yeshivot. In what 
way did he explain THE MATTERS? With all these streams, THAT IS 
THE LEVELS, that were blocked FROM JOSHUA AND THE REST OF 
YISRAEL, when Joshua's time came TO LEAD THE GENERATION, 
MEANING THE THREE HUNDRED LAWS AND EIGHT HUNDRED 
DOUBTFUL MATTERS THAT HAD BEEN CONCEALED FROM HIM. 
Now, Moses returned them to them through many wonders and 
sources, and springs and streams that flow from each and every 
matter.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/39%20-%20Shlach%20Lecha.htm (29 of 89)2004/07/07 23:12:40



1

116. All the virtuous women of that generation, MEANING THE 
DESERT GENERATION, also came to Miriam in those times and they 
all ascended TO HER like smoke columns from the desert. That day 
is referred to as feast day. In the Shabbat and holiday evenings, all 
the women came to Miriam and engaged in trying to understand the 
world's creator. Praised is this generation - THAT IS, THE 
GENERATION OF THE DESERT - from all the rest of the generations 
in the world. They left the Yeshivah of Moses and flew to the 
Yeshivah of the firmament, WHICH IS THE YESHIVAH OF 
METATRON. Those that are worthy take flight to the highest 
Yeshivah, WHICH IS THE YESHIVAH OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED 
BE HE. About that generation, it is written: "Happy is that people, 
that is in such a case: happy is that people whose Elohim is 
Hashem" (Tehilim 144:15).
 

 

 
 
14. The difference between Tam and Tamim 
Rabbi Ila'i explains why Abraham was referred to as Tamim, perfect, while Jacob was referred to as Tam, perfect, and says that the difference has to 
do with the fact that Jacob was more perfect, being circumcised. With the wholeness of male and female together, Tam takes the letter aleph to 
become Emet, truth, as in "You will show truth to Jacob." When Abraham circumcised himself he entered into Tam and also into its levels that are 
together called Yam, ocean, thus becoming Tamim that combines the letters of both; thus he was connected with the right. Everyone should contain 
the holy levels and be Tam Yam in order to be able to accept the aleph, the secret of Jacob, to become Emet or truth. Rabbi Ila'i tells us how Malchut 
is covered on the outside with blue that was taken from the ocean so that those who look at her with the evil eye will draw the blue color that is 
judgment; internally, however, all the colors sparkle in her and are embroidered with the light of Chochmah. Similarly the man who wears the blue 
tzitzit becomes Tamim every day. He becomes elevated afterward to higher levels by the wearing of the Tefilin, to the levels of Zeir Anpin. It now 
appears that seven days have passed since the righteous rabbis began their supernal experience, and Rabbi Ila'i now tells them the explanation of 
the six sections of the mysterious riddle they heard earlier.

117. Rabbi Ila'i opened the discussion saying, "You shall be perfect 
(Heb. tamim). with Hashem your Elohim" (Devarim 18:13). HE ASKS: 
What is the difference between Tam (lit. 'perfect') and Tamim (lit. 
'perfect'). HE RESPONDS: By Abraham, it is written: "Walk before 
me, and be perfect (Heb. tamim)" (Beresheet 17:1). By Jacob, who 
was more perfected, it is written: "And Jacob was a plain (perfect - 
tam) man" (Beresheet 25:27). Why was he called a perfect man? 
Since no refuse was left with him, as the uncovering of the 
membrane at circumcision was performed on him.
 

 

118. HE INQUIRES: How did he perform that membrane uncovering 
and become cleansed from that refuse? HE RESPONDS: That area 
that strengthens the refuse within - THAT EXISTS where the 
membrane is - is an ox, WHICH IS the left image of His throne. FOR 
IN THE CHARIOT OF THE THRONE ARE THE IMAGE FACE OF THE 
LION TO THE RIGHT AND THE IMAGE FACE OF THE OX TO THE 
LEFT. That ox is referred to as an ox that has not gored (Heb. tam), 
since there exists an impression of that Covenant in the Chariot of 
that throne. Therefore, this ox is called an unblemished ox. Jacob is 
connected with it and with this ox, he has performed the membrane 
uncovering and has removed the soil of that refuse entirely.
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119. In the Baraita of Betzalel, it is written: "And Elohim remembered 
Rachel" (Beresheet 30:22). HE INQUIRES: About Sarah, it is written 
"visited," as in: "AND HASHEM VISITED SARAH" (BERESHEET 
21:1), but about Rachel, it is written "remembered." Why? HE 
RESPONDS: "Remember," WHICH IS THE SECRET OF YESOD, is 
impressed on Jacob, who was a complete covenant, when Joseph 
was born. How WAS THIS PERFECT COVENANT ACHIEVED? It is 
when he took with him the ox that assails the Other Side, WHICH 
ASSAILS AND DESTROYS THE SOILED REFUSE OF THE OX THAT 
GORED THRICE THAT DWELLS WITHIN THAT MEMBRANE TO BE 
REMOVED, AS MENTIONED NEARBY. Therefore, Joseph is referred 
to as "the firstling of his herd" (Devarim 33:17), meaning the ox's 
firstborn that Jacob took and pushed aside that ox OF THE OTHER 
SIDE, WHICH IS THE OX THAT GORED THRICE.
 

 

120. The unblemished (Heb. tam) ox, MEANING "and Jacob was a 
plain (Heb. tam) man" MEANS a sovereign ruler, the master of the 
house within which that unblemished ox dwells; THAT IS, MALCHUT 
FROM WHICH IS DRAWN THE UNBLEMISHED OX, AS MENTIONED 
NEARBY. Because there exists an ox that has gored thrice on the 
side of the foreskin and the skin of the uncovered membrane, 
MEANING THE ENTIRE FORESKIN AND THE REFUSE THAT IS 
ABSORBED IN THE SKIN OF THE MEMBRANE THAT GETS 
UNCOVERED, AS MENTIONED, many prosecutors emanate and 
result from it until the lowest level that is referred to as "Shin Aleph 
Yud Hei," that HARMFUL DEMON, which fells the houses that are 
empty of people. All result from that ox who gored thrice when 
joined with the evil ass. THE ASS IS THE SECRET OF THE HARSH 
JUDGMENT OF MANULA (ENG. 'THE LOCK') THAT, WHEN JOINED 
WITH THE OX THAT GORED THRICE, IT SAYS OF IT, "SIN 
CROUCHES AT THE DOOR" (BERESHEET 4:7). FOR THE 
JUDGMENT OF THE MANULA, THE SECRET OF THE ASS IS 
REVEALED. THUS, AN OX AND AN ASS ARE JOINED TOGETHER 
FOR AN OVERALL DESTRUCTION. Therefore, "you shall not plow 
with an ox and an ass together" (Devarim 22:10) in order not to incite 
them.
 

 

121. In the Yeshivah of Betzalel and also in the two Yeshivot, 
MEANING IN THE YESHIVAH OF METATRON AND THE YESHIVAH 
OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, THEY SAID THAT "And Jacob 
was a plain (Heb. tam) man" MEANS the husband of that Tam, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. Who is he, THE HUSBAND OF TAM? That is 
the Aleph, which is in the secret of Vav, FULLY SPELLED VAV-
ALEPH-VAV, SINCE JACOB IS THE SECRET OF ALEPH AND 
MALCHUT IS THE SECRET OF TAM. When they are the wholeness of 
male and female together, then Jacob takes all these letters - ALEPH, 
TAM - THE SECRET of Aleph Tav Mem. These are THE LETTERS OF 
emet (Eng. 'truth') and it is written: "You will show truth to 
Jacob" (Michah 7:20), SINCE TRUTH combines the male and female 
together, AND THEN they are in complete perfection.
 

 

122. Abraham was not commanded about the uncovering of the 
membrane. When he entered, MEANING HE CIRCUMCISED 
HIMSELF, he entered into Tam and into its levels that are called in 
combination Yam (Eng. 'ocean'). This is Tamim, WHICH CONTAINS 
THE LETTERS IN TAM YAM. Following this, Abraham was elevated 
and entered the innermost interior, and was connected with the 
uppermost right.
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123. "You shall be perfect (Heb. tamim) with Hashem your Elohim," 
certainly. Just like He is tamim in one principle, SINCE YAM WAS 
INCLUDED IN TAM, AS MENTIONED. You, too, be perfect (Heb. 
tamim) with Him, with Him certainly. Through what does a person 
become Tamim? - MEANING that he be Tam Yam IN ONE 
COMBINATION. All the holy levels OF MALCHUT THAT IS 
REFERRED TO AS TAM are called Yam and never separate from it. 
You likewise remove from yourself all the foreign levels, THAT IS 
THE SECRET OF THE THREE UNCLEAN KLIPOT, and get connected 
with tamim. So you should contain the holy levels, which are the 
secret of Yam and the holy level Tam, THAT SHOULD BE READY to 
accept AFTERWARDS the Aleph, which is the secret of Jacob. AND 
THE COMBINATION, EMET, WILL BE MADE, AS WE MENTIONED 
PREVIOUSLY. Every day man must be Tam Yam, in exactly the same 
way.
 

 

124a. Someone explained in the Yeshivah that the holy moon, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, is white in color, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF THE LIGHT OF CHESED. All the colors sparkle 
within her and get embroidered, MEANING ALSO THE LIGHT OF 
CHOCHMAH, and she has the same as that actual beauty and 
whiteness of the sun, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN. In that 
ocean OF MALCHUT within a period of seventy years, a certain fish 
emerges and takes out from it the color blue, and she takes this dye 
and prepares it and covers herself from outside with that color.
 

 

124b. It is not that the blue color is her dress, since IT IS WRITTEN: 
"Her clothing is fine linen and purple" (Mishlei 31:22), BUT BLUE IS 
NOT APPROPRIATE FOR HER DRESS. However, this color IS ONLY 
an exterior cover OVER MALCHUT. Similar to this, it was at the 
tabernacle that is entirely of beautiful embroidery internally and after 
that: "And shall spread over it a cloth wholly of blue" (Bemidbar 4:6) 
ON THE OUTSIDE. What is the reason? It is because below this 
ocean, WHICH IS MALCHUT, there are depths of the sea, WHICH 
ARE KLIPOT that are comprised of male and female. They have an 
evil eye with which to stare and, when they stare AT MALCHUT - 
MEANING THAT THEY WISH TO DRAW ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH FROM HER FROM ABOVE TO BELOW IN THE MANNER 
OF THE KLIPOT - the blue color is ready for their eyes, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF THE JUDGMENTS THAT ARE INCLUDED IN 
MANULA (ENG. 'THE LOCK'), THROUGH WHOM THE LIGHT OF 
CHOCHMAH IS REMOVED. Their eyes cannot affect MALCHUT AND 
THAT IS ONLY EXTERNALLY. HOWEVER, she is fixed internally by 
all embroidery colors, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF WHITE, RED AND 
GREEN, as is proper FOR CONTINUATION OF CHOCHMAH. They 
spread to the four sides of the world, MEANING TO SAY THAT 
THESE THREE COLORS WHICH ARE THE THREE COLUMNS ARE 
INCLUDED IN EACH OF CHESED AND GVURAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT WITHIN HER, THAT ARE THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE 
WORLD, WHICH ARE TWELVE ASPECTS. AND THE WORD 
"SPREAD" ALLUDES TO THE TWELVE BORDERS THAT ARE 
SPREAD IN THE FOUR DIRECTIONS.
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125. Likewise, a man who wears Tzitzit (lit. 'fringed garment') 
becomes tamim every day. HE RECEIVES THE ASPECT OF Tam OF 
MALCHUT with the four corners OF THE GARMENT that are properly 
made. THE ASPECT OF Yam HE RECEIVES FROM MALCHUT with 
the blue OF THE TZITZIT THAT IS THE SECRET of the fish of seventy 
levels in the sea, AS MENTIONED, so that the Evil Side will not be 
able to harm him with the evil eye when it stares at this person, 
MEANING HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO DRAW HIM TO THE DOMINION 
OF THE OX THAT GORED THRICE, AS MENTIONED, SINCE THE 
BLUE PREVENTS THEM, AS MENTIONED NEARBY. Then he is Tam 
Yam with Hashem his Elohim in whole correction, SINCE MALCHUT 
TOO GETS ESTABLISHED AND COVERED EXTERNALLY WITH THE 
BLUE COLOR, AS MENTIONED - she above and he below.
 

 

126. Following this, MALCHUT ascends to higher levels, THAT IS, TO 
THE LEVELS OF ZEIR ANPIN. So, the person also gets elevated 
afterward with the Tefilin to higher levels OF ZEIR ANPIN. About this, 
it is said: "You shall be perfect (Heb. tamim) with Hashem your 
Elohim," with Him definitely. Certainly at once, at one moment 
MALCHUT is fixed above - FIRSTLY, BY TAM YAM, AND 
AFTERWARDS, IN ADHERENCE WITH ZEIR ANPIN. A person is 
prepared likewise below. FIRSTLY, HE GETS RESTORED BY THE 
TZITZIT, WHICH IS THE LEVEL OF TAM YAM, AND THEN BY 
TEFILIN, WHICH IS THE LEVEL OF ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

127. Rabbi Ila'i said, All these over here, MEANING THE 
GENERATION OF THE WILDERNESS, get restored in a similar way, 
so each one is Tam Yam with Hashem. About this secret, IT IS SAID, 
"In this wilderness they shall be consumed (Heb. yitamu)," MEANING 
THAT THEY WILL RECEIVE THE ASPECT OF TAM. If you shall think 
that when this was said it was meant for bad, AND NOT TO PRAISE 
THEM, most certainly this is so. IT IS NO PRAISE TO THEM, since 
they should have each striven to be Tamim with Hashem in the holy 
land, in a place where the Holy One, blessed be He, dwells face to 
face together WITH MALCHUT. And now, there, each one is Tamim in 
this wilderness outside, a place distant FROM THE HOLY LAND, 
where MALCHUT does not look face to face to be with Hashem as 
required. "And there they shall die" means as you saw them doing 
every day. THAT THEY DIE AND ARE REVIVED.
 

 

128. Praised is your lot, holy friends, that you have merited all this. 
You will not find anyone there in those other two caves of yours, 
because they are in the Yeshivah of Moses. They sit from afar and, 
therefore, it says about Moses: "Very meek, more so than all the 
men" (Bemidbar 12:3), since the greatest prophet saw fit to receive 
them into his Yeshivah. Behold, from the day THAT THOSE 
RIGHTEOUS began to see all this to that time, seven days had 
already passed. They have not looked at this world at all, MEANING 
TO SAY THAT THEY WERE COMPLETELY REMOVED FROM ALL 
THAT IS MATERIAL.
 

 

129. Rabbi Ila'i said to them: Holy righteous, I will list the things that 
you have heard, MEANING THOSE WORDS MENTIONED ABOVE. 
The first thing is when you will understand the measuring of the 
measure of the inscribed name, which is pronounced YUD HEI VAV 
HEI. You will understand that Betzalel is the fourth of the above 
lights, since it is written: "And I have filled him with the spirit of 
Elohim, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in 
knowledge" (Shemot 31:3).
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130. NOW HE EXPLAINS THE SECOND POINT THAT IS MENTIONED 
ABOVE, SAYING whoever does not gaze sees, and his eyesight is 
restored with great clarity. Whoever does not look at these three 
concealed matters - what is above, what is below, what is before and 
what is after - IT SEEMS THAT HE COUNTS WHAT WILL BE AND 
HOW IT WAS AS ONE ITEM - he is destined to regain sight in the 
Torah and open his eyes through it. THE THIRD ITEM: A tree of 
eighteen, as it bends, so it will stand upright and endure, MEANING 
the man's spine, THAT CONSISTS OF EIGHTEEN VERTEBRAE, when 
he bends it before his Master, MEANING WHEN HE STOOPS IN THE 
PRAYER OF MODIM (WE GIVE THANKS), he will stand upright and 
will endure at the revival of the dead. If he does not stoop at Modim, 
he becomes a snake and has no resurrection in the future to come. 
THAT IS WHAT IS SAID THERE: 'AND IF HE DOES NOT BEND, AN 
EVIL SNAKE CONSUMES HIM.'
 

 

131. THE FOURTH POINT: Whoever proceeds between the two 
Cherubs inward MEANS that whoever enters a measure of two doors 
inside the synagogue is attached to his Master, and his wishes get 
fulfilled. THE FIFTH POINT: Whoever contemplates his prayer and 
searches it - THAT IS TO SAY, HE THINKS IN HIS HEART THAT HIS 
REQUEST MUST BE GRANTED SINCE HE PRAYS WITH INTENTION - 
is far from being granted his wishful request. THE SIXTH POINT: A 
child offering is the most perfect to be accepted, MEANING when a 
person brings his son to school and to circumcision, which is an 
acceptably perfect offering. From here on, my beloved, you continue.
 

 

 
 
15. The cave of the Machpelah 
Rabbi Elazar is told about how all the patriarchs are buried with their wives in the Cave of Machpelah, and exactly how they were laid out in the cave, 
women next to women and men next to men. And as these pairs were buried, so they will rise in the exact same manner; then Leah will rejoice with 
Messiah the son of David, who is her offspring and Rachel will rejoice with Messiah the son of Joseph, who is her offspring.

132. (THE BEGINNING IS MISSING HERE.) Elazar, my son, according 
to what you have learned, you speak intelligently. However, heaven 
forbid, even though Rachel was barren during that period, Jacob 
was wise. And if he would not have known that Leah was his wife, he 
would not have buried her in the cave OF MACHPELAH to be 
continuously next to her. Instead, he would have buried her outside 
of the cave. However, he brought Leah to the land, THAT IS THE 
CAVE OF MACHPELAH, and Rachel he interred outside OF THE 
CAVE OF MACHPELAH. When Jacob died, he was buried inside THE 
CAVE OF MACHPELAH, jointly WITH LEAH.
 

 

133. As the rest of the patriarchs did, so did Adam. Eve died first and 
was buried there, IN THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH, and there Adam 
became aware that this place was appropriate for him. When Adam 
died, he was buried there jointly WITH EVE. When Sarah died, she 
was buried there. Eve saw her and was glad, and she rose and 
welcomed her. The measured DISTANCE of Eve from Sarah is two 
cubits and not more. Abraham died and was buried next to Sarah, 
jointly connected WITH HER. Rivkah died and she was buried there. 
Sarah saw this, and rose and welcomed her. When Isaac died, he 
was jointly buried with her in one connection. When Leah died, she 
was buried there and Rivkah rose and welcomed her. When Jacob 
died, he connected with her in one joining. And all were male and 
female together, jointly connected.
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134. HE INQUIRES: In what order were they laid out? HE RESPONDS: 
Women next to women and males next to males. Adam at first and, 
next to him, Eve. Sarah is next to Eve, Abraham is close to Sarah, 
Isaac is close to Abraham, Rivkah is close to Isaac, Leah is close to 
Rivkah and Jacob is close to Leah. The result leaves Adam on this 
side and Jacob on the other side, one at the beginning and one at 
the end.
 

 

135. In the book of King Solomon, it is properly set. So it is Adam 
and Eve at first, Sarah and Abraham nearby, Isaac and Rivkah in the 
other corner OPPOSITE in a straight line and Jacob and Leah in the 
middle. They are women next to women and men next to men; that is 
Adam and Eve, Sarah and Abraham, Jacob and Leah and Rivkah and 
Isaac. THE RESULT IS that Adam is in one end and Isaac is in the 
other far end. Jacob is in the middle, for Isaac to be next to his father 
is not the way of the world. Therefore, it was necessary for Jacob to 
be in the middle.
 

 

136. And all these pairs, as they were buried, in the same manner 
they will rise AT THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. And so it will 
happen. Leah will rejoice with Messiah, the son of David, who is her 
offspring, inside THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH. Rachel will rejoice 
with Messiah, the son of Joseph, who is her offspring, outside of 
Jerusalem - MEANING IN THE AREA SHE WAS BURIED, ON THE 
WAY TO EFRAT - and each one in his area.
 

 

 
 
16. Reading of the Torah 
We hear about a tower of precious stone in the midst of other towers; it rises to the high firmament and is not yet visible. Upon it the head of the 
Yeshivah inscribed: "The name of Hashem is a strong tower: the righteous runs to it, and is safe." We are given an analogy whereby the tower is the 
ark in which the Torah scroll is kept. From here it is derived that the cantor of the synagogue must be righteous and of the form of the supernal 
righteous, Yesod, and that the sixth person called up to read the Torah must be righteous, as the sixth alludes to Yesod. We hear more marvelous 
details about the tower, and are told that in it there is a light in the form of a Torah scroll that will be read in the future by King Messiah. He will 
explain all the Torah matters to the students of the Yeshivah, and they will then be elevated to the Yeshivah of Metatron. We are told that no one 
could withstand seeing that Torah scroll except Messiah, as its letters are sparkling flames of four colors that are from a higher world.
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137. (THE BEGINNING OF THE ARTICLE IS MISSING) these here and 
these there, since all are towers of fine stone. Among the towers, 
there is a tower of precious stone in its midst. That one reaches to 
the lofty firmament and is not visible at present, until that time when 
it will appear. The head of the Yeshivah saw it and inscribed on it 
above this verse: "The name of Hashem is a strong tower: the 
righteous runs to it, and is safe" (Mishlei 18:10). This scriptural verse 
was explained by the head of the Yeshivah this way: "A strong 
tower" refers to the Congregation of Yisrael, MEANING MALCHUT; 
"the righteous runs (Heb. yarutz) to it," MEANING THAT the desire of 
a righteous one, WHICH IS YESOD, is always for it. SINCE YARUTZ 
IS FROM THE SAME LINGUISTIC ROOT AS RATZON (ENG. 
'DESIRE'), therefore, that tower of strength "and is safe," so that it 
will never AGAIN fall as it did.
 

 

138. Rabbi Cruspedai, who delights the heart, explained this 
scriptural verse prior to his departing and defined it nicely. "A strong 
tower" is the ark, to insert in it the Torah scroll, which is strong, and 
to remove it from the chamber, which is the image of the internal 
chamber. THAT IS THE SECRET OF IMA from which the Torah 
emanates, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. That tower, WHICH IS THE ARK, is 
the name of Hashem and His form, MEANING MALCHUT, and it 
needs to be in six steps, IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD IN MALCHUT.
 

 

139. "The righteous runs to it." HE ASKS: To what WILL HE RUN? To 
the tower or the Torah scroll? HE RESPONDS: We can only interpret 
this verse one way or the other, EITHER TO THE TOWER OR TO THE 
TORAH SCROLL. When you interpret 'to the tower', then the 
righteous one needs to be the cantor of the synagogue AND HE 
SHALL BE truly righteous and of the form of the supernal righteous, 
THAT IS YESOD. When we interpret it to mean 'to the Torah scroll', 
then whoever rises up to read the Torah should be just and be called 
righteous. Of all SEVEN THAT ARE CALLED UP TO THE READING 
OF THE TORAH, who is called righteous? That is the sixth one, 
which is called up for the reading among those seven, SINCE THE 
SIXTH READING PORTION ALLUDES TO YESOD THAT IS CALLED 
RIGHTEOUS. Rabbi Shimon said, Definitely, IT IS SO since RABBI 
CRUSPEDAI has always been called up to rise only for the sixth 
READING PORTION throughout his life, among the others who were 
also called for the reading OF THE TORAH. THAT WAS ALLUDING 
TO THE RIGHTEOUS YESOD. "The righteous runs to it" MEANS 
THEN, the words of this righteous will run to the Torah scroll. HE 
ASKS: "And is safe" from whom? HE ANSWERS: From fearing the 
Angel of Death, since he shall have an extended life and he will 
never get hurt.
 

 

140. In that tower that rises among the towers stands a light in the 
form of a Torah scroll. When a bird arrives, it takes the tower from its 
place and places it to stand in the middle of the court within the 
wings of the Cherubs. And what was high as the lofty heavens 
lowered and entered under the Cherubs, and the walls OF THE 
TOWER stood between the heads of the Cherubs.
 

 

141. There are three hundred openings IN THAT TOWER. In the 
central opening is this light in the form of a Torah scroll standing, in 
which the king of Yisrael is destined to read in the portion of 
"Hak'hel (Eng. 'gather')." That will be King Messiah, and no other.
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142. With the Torah scroll of this light, MEANING WITH THE 
ILLUMINATION OF SIX ENDS OF CHOCHMAH IN THAT TORAH 
SCROLL, THE AUTHOR TURNS TO THE LISTENER AND SAYS, Oh, 
holy pious one, glad is the one who will hear from the mouth OF 
MESSIAH. The sweet voice of his discourse is in the concealed 
matters of the Torah that he will explain. THAT IS, IN THE LIGHT OF 
THAT TORAH SCROLL, MENTIONED ABOVE, every new moon, 
Shabbat and holiday and festival. When all the students of the 
Yeshivah wish to ascend to the lofty heavenly heights of the 
Yeshivah, THAT IS THE YESHIVAH OF METATRON, all congregate 
around King Messiah. And He will explain to them the TORAH 
matters. Through the sweetness of his words and through desire, 
they get elevated TO THE HEAVENLY YESHIVAH. AND THE AUTHOR 
OF THIS SAYING TURNS AGAIN TO THE LISTENER AND SAYS TO 
HIM, All the ten points of the matters, THAT MESSIAH DEFINED, will 
be stored for you for that day of your requests, MEANING FOR THAT 
DAY WHEN YOU WILL PRAY FOR IT.
 

 

143. When that tower stands in the middle of the court and that door 
is open, MEANING THE DOOR THAT IS IN THE CENTRAL COLUMN 
OF THE TOWER, the Cherubs open their mouths, and spread their 
wings, TO HIDE THE FIRST THREE SFIROT OF CHOCHMAH, AS 
MENTIONED. They illuminate with the higher light on that opening 
and that Torah scroll is open, and the Cherubim open up and say: 
"Oh how great is Your goodness, which You have laid up for those 
who fear You..." (Tehilim 31:20). FOLLOWING THAT, they close the 
doors and the Torah scroll is rolled up.
 

 

144. Who has witnessed the illuminating light of that Torah scroll? It 
is a bright light in its entirety, its letters are flames of fire of four 
colors, which are from a higher world and all are conspicuously 
sparkling. Nobody could withstand seeing that except Messiah.
 

 

145. When that door IN THE TOWER is closed, the Cherubs are still. 
That tower flies and takes its place among the rest of the towers, 
MEANING THAT IT RETURNS TO JOIN ITS FIRST THREE SFIROT 
WITH ZEIR ANPIN. AND THE ATTRIBUTE OF MALCHUT VANISHES 
AGAIN, AS IT IS COMBINED WITH ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

 
 
17. The crown of Messiah 
The (unknown) author of this section tells of what will happen when King Messiah receives from a dove His magnificent crown of gold that is hidden 
in the tower.

146. At that door in the center OF THE TOWER APERTURES, AS 
MENTIONED ABOVE, there is a most magnificent crown of gold 
hidden, which is presently invisible, elaborately engraved and 
embellished with all kinds of precious stones. It is destined to be 
installed upon the head of King Messiah, when the time comes and 
he will ascend that tower. And two eagles on each side will take this 
CROWN in their hands.
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147. When King Messiah, ascends THIS TOWER, the eagles will get 
ready and take this crown. When he begins to read THE TORAH, 
another aperture will open. From there will emerge the dove that 
Noah sent in the days of the flood, as is written: "Also he sent forth 
the dove" (Beresheet 8:8), the dove WITH THE DEFINITE ARTICLE, 
meaning the renowned dove that the ancient ones have not 
discussed and were not aware of. However, it is from here that she 
goes out on her mission.
 

 

148. During the time that it says: "Which returned not again to him 
any more" (Ibid. 12), no person knew where she went. She returned 
to her assigned place and was stored in this opening. She will take 
the crown in her mouth and place it on the head of King Messiah, 
reaching but not touching. About then, it is written: "You set a crown 
of pure gold on his head" (Tehilim 21:4).
 

 

149. As soon as King Messiah reads in the Torah scroll, the two 
eagles will rise from each side and the dove will lower HERSELF TO 
DESCEND. King Messiah will step down with the crown on his head 
to the last level and two eagles will fly above his head. The dove will 
return with the crown in her mouth, and the two eagles will welcome 
her.
 

 

150. King David is called a fresh olive in the presence of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, as is written: "But I am like a green olive tree in 
the house..." (Tehilim 52:10), a leaf of an olive tree that is King 
Messiah, son of David. That is what the dove indicated during the 
time of Noah, as is written: "And, lo, in her mouth was an olive tree 
plucked off" (Beresheet 8:11). THE DOVE plucked off that olive leaf, 
WHICH IS MESSIAH, and grabbed his glory, MEANING THE CROWN. 
How? With her mouth, SINCE THE CROWN stands on his head and 
receives glory from the dove. That is why it says, "plucked off" IN 
MASCULINE FORM and not in feminine form, SINCE IT INDICATES 
that she is like a male gaining strength and she prevails. In the 
heavenly Yeshivah, THEY SAID this dove is a male because the 
NAME Yonah (Eng. 'dove'), by which it is called, is sometimes 
written female, IN FEMININE FORM AND SOMETIMES as male, IN 
MASCULINE FORM. When she receives this glory, SHE IS 
REFERRED TO IN MALE FORM. (THE END IS MISSING HERE).
 

 

151. When this tower returned into its place, MEANING AFTER THE 
TORAH READING WHEN MALCHUT RETURNS TO JOIN WITH THE 
FIRST THREE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, SEE THERE, it is bright like 
the light of the sun - MEANING, LIKE THE LIGHT OF ZEIR ANPIN 
THAT IS CALLED SUN, WHICH IS COVERED CHASSADIM. It is 
written: "And his throne shall be like the sun before Me" (Tehilim 
89:37). MALCHUT THAT IS REFERRED TO AS THE THRONE IS LIKE 
THE SUN, AS ZEIR ANPIN although He has another throne also, with 
great miracles and marvels, MEANING TO SAY THAT ALTHOUGH 
EVEN PRIOR TO THE RETURN OF THE TOWER TO THE FIRST 
THREE IN ZEIR ANPIN, IT IS ALSO REFERRED TO AS THE THRONE. 
IT IS WITH GREAT MARVELS, THAT IS WITH CHOCHMAH, 
NONETHELESS, IT IS NOT ABOUT THIS THAT IT IS SAID "HIS 
THRONE SHALL BE LIKE THE SUN"; IT REFERS TO IT ONLY AFTER 
ITS RETURN TO ZEIR ANPIN. At the top of this tower - THAT IS, 
WHEN IT IS BELOW, PRIOR TO ITS RETURN TO THE FIRST THREE 
IN ZEIR ANPIN - there are birds of flame which chirp. When the bird 
ascends - MEANING DURING THE TIME WHEN CHOCHMAH OF 
MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED BIRD, BECOMES APPARENT - FIERY 
BIRDS BECOME APPARENT. THAT IS, THEY CONTAIN FIRE THAT IS 
JUDGMENTS TO DISTANCE THOSE ON THE OUTSIDE, AND CHIRP 
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with a pleasant sound, for there is no delight and song like this 
delight.
 

 
 
18. Letters soaring 
We hear of the birds that rise and descend, rise and descend, and are told that these are the great and the small letters. When the letters fly, a 
person sees written in the air temporarily, in great letters, "In the beginning Elohim created...", followed by the other sayings in the acts of creation. 
The author says that whoever preserves the covenant places himself to follow the Shechinah and is guarded from behind by the supernal righteous, 
with great love. We hear that when the firmament revolves it performs music from the sound of the waters that flow, but the lower grades are not 
capable of hearing it. Whoever deserves to receive from those waters stands there in happiness and in awe, since both come from serving God.

152. Above all of them, THAT IS IN BINAH, there are other varieties 
and other turtledoves that fly in the air IN THE SECRET OF THE 
ASCENSION OF MALCHUT TO BINAH. THAT IS THE SECRET OF 
THE YUD THAT ENTERS IN THE LIGHT (HEB. OR - ALEPH VAV 
RESH) OF BINAH AND THE LIGHT BECOMES AIR (HEB. AVIR - 
ALEPH VAV YUD RESH). Rising and descending, descending and 
rising, WHEN THE YUD ENTERS THE AIR THEY DESCEND TO A 
LOWER LEVEL, AND WHEN THE YUD LEAVES THE AIR AND 
RETURNS TO THE LIGHT, THEY RISE AGAIN. They never rest quietly 
AND HE EXPLAINS WHY IT IS SO. IT IS BECAUSE great letters THAT 
ARE BINAH and small letters THAT ARE MALCHUT fly between 
them, SINCE SOMETIMES THE SMALL LETTERS RISE IN THE 
GREAT LETTERS - THAT IS, MALCHUT IN BINAH - AND SOMETIMES 
THE SMALL LETTERS RETURN AND EMERGE FROM THE GREAT 
LETTERS. THAT IS, MALCHUT COMES BACK AND EMANATES 
FROM BINAH, WHICH IS THE SECRET YUD THAT ENTERS THE 
LIGHT AND LEAVES THE LIGHT, AS MENTIONED ABOVE.
 

 

153. Oh, holy pious one. When the letters fly, a person sees written 
in great letters, WHICH ARE BINAH, in the air temporarily: "In the 
beginning Elohim created..." (Beresheet 1:1), SINCE THESE WORDS 
ARE FROM BINAH; THAT IS, THE SECRET OF GREAT LETTERS. 
THEN the small letters strike them, MEANING MALCHUT RISES AND 
IMPACTS IN BINAH; THAT IS TO SAY THAT IT REDUCES HER IN 
THE SECRET OF THE YUD THAT ENTERED THE LIGHT AND 
FORMED INTO AIR. Then they fly and it is seen written about them: 
"And Elohim said, 'Let there be light'... And Elohim saw the 
light..." (Beresheet 1:3-4). Then the small letters again strike the 
large letters, MEANING THAT AGAIN MALCHUT RISES ON BINAH 
AND DIMINISHES HER. It is seen through them that it is written: 
"And Elohim said, 'Let there be a firmament...'" (Ibid. 6) and so on in 
all of the acts of creation. The acts of these letters are great marvels 
and gladness to the eyes. Praised is the nation for whom all this 
awaits.
  

154. Oh, holy, pious one. Whoever preserves the covenant places 
himself to follow THE SHECHINAH, AND THE SHECHINAH is in the 
lead. If you inquire as to who will guard him from behind, HE 
RESPONDS, There is a higher greater protection that protects him 
from everything. What is it? It is the supernal Righteous, THAT IS 
YESOD IN ZEIR ANPIN THAT PROTECTS HIM, with great love. 
Consequently, he enters between the Righteous, THAT IS YESOD, 
and righteousness, THAT IS MALCHUT, and is thus protected on all 
sides - THE YESOD FROM BEHIND AND MALCHUT IN FRONT. 
Praised is the one who preserves this covenant. Therefore, Yisrael, 
all the males that uphold this covenant, shall be seen in the 
presence of the Holy One, blessed be He, AS IS WRITTEN: "THREE 
TIMES IN THE YEAR ALL YOUR MALES SHALL APPEAR" (SHEMOT 
23:17). Who is it that can harm a son whose father is on one side and 
his mother is on the other side, and he is in the middle between 
them? That is when he follows Hashem, MEANING ONLY BEHIND 
MALCHUT, AS MENTIONED ABOVE.
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155. Come and see that firmament, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, when it 
revolves in the circle, MEANING WHEN IT ROTATES ITS THREE 
COLUMNS IN THREE PLACES, DURING WHICH TIME THE 
CHOCHMAH BECOMES REVEALED. It performs music, SINCE 
CHOCHMAH GETS REVEALED IN THE SECRET OF MUSIC, and from 
the sound of the waters that flow - THAT IS TO SAY FROM THE 
INCREASE IN ABUNDANCE OF CHASSADIM THAT PREVAILS IN 
ZEIR ANPIN - that song is not known, MEANING THAT THE LOWER 
LEVELS ARE INCAPABLE OF RECEIVING FROM IT FOR THE 
REASON THAT CHOCHMAH DOES NOT GET REVEALED IN PLACE 
OF ZEIR ANPIN, ONLY IN PLACE OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF THE LOWER CHOCHMAH. All of these basins on the 
four sides OF ZEIR ANPIN, THE FOUR MALCHUTS ON THE FOUR 
SIDES - CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT OF ZEIR 
ANPIN REFERRED TO AS BASINS - IN THE SECRET OF WHAT IS 
WRITTEN: "YOUR NAVEL IS LIKE A ROUND GOBLET" (SHIR 
HASHIRIM 7:4), are filled from waters that flow. THEY ARE FILLED 
FROM CHASSADIM THAT RECEIVE FROM THE FOUR SPRINGS OF 
ZEIR ANPIN AND ARE COVERED FROM CHOCHMAH, SINCE THEY 
ARE IN A PLACE OF ZEIR ANPIN. Whoever is inside - THAT IS, WHO 
MERITS TO RECEIVE FROM HIM - stands there in two aspects. One 
in happiness, since there is no other happiness in the world like 
fulfilling: "Serve Hashem with gladness" (Tehilim 100:2). And one is 
with awe, since there no other awe in the world like fulfilling: "Serve 
Hashem with fear" (Tehilim 2:11).
 

 

 
 
19. The spring of water 
We are told about the spring that was mentioned by Ezekiel. When the waters flow and rise all kinds of gems in the world, the grades referred to as 
gems, rise. The gems and the colors of a button and blossom that surround the spring are described in glowing terms, and the author says that 
since one cannot look at the button and blossom the importance of their activities can not be known. Many marvelous things are outlined for our 
contemplation. We read a description of a branch that emerges at the center of a spring; the branch covers worlds, and it is not possible to know 
about its fruit. The author concludes by telling us about a firmament from which dew flows to this spring; the dew produces fruit on the branch, and 
the firmament circles faster than the eye can see.

156. One spring of water flows from the east side, WHICH IS 
TIFERET - THE CENTRAL COLUMN OF ZEIR ANPIN THAT INCLUDES 
RIGHT AND LEFT - the one that the prophet Ezekiel mentioned 
(YECHEZKEL 41:1). The entire world cannot give enough praise for 
that spring, SINCE IT COMBINES RIGHT AND LEFT, UNRAVELS ALL 
THE LIGHTS IN BINAH, CHASSADIM AND CHOCHMAH TOGETHER, 
AND DRAWS THEM TO THE LOWER LEVELS. At the place where it 
was born, that is, to the east side, the measure of its depth and 
height is no more than a span, MEANING THAT THE SOURCE OF 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN AT ITS BEGINNING OF BIRTH IS ONLY THE 
POWER OF THE CURTAIN OF CHIRIK IN IT THAT IS REFERRED TO 
AS A SPAN. WITH IT, IT SUBDUES THE LEFT COLUMN AND UNITES 
IT WITH THE RIGHT, SINCE ALL THE MOCHIN RESULT FROM THIS 
UNITY.
 

 

157. When the waters flow and rise, all kinds of gems in the world 
rise. WHEN THE WATERS OF THE SPAN - WHICH IS THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN OF ZEIR ANPIN - BESTOW THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH TO MALCHUT, WHOSE LEVELS ARE REFERRED TO AS 
GEMS, THEY ASCEND HIGHER. SINCE ITS LIGHTS OF CHOCHMAH 
ARE ONLY ILLUMINATED FROM BELOW UPWARDS, they do not fall 
outside; THAT IS TO SAY, THEY DO NOT SHINE FROM ABOVE 
DOWNWARDS; THEN IT WOULD HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED THAT 
THEY FELL OUTWARD TO THE KLIPOT. AND THE LIGHT OF 
CHOCHMAH THAT IS CONTAINED WITHIN THEM ARE IN THREE 
COLUMNS, ONE AFTER THE OTHER, WHICH ARE THREE HUES - 
WHITE, RED AND GREEN - AND EACH ONE IS COMPOSED OF ALL 
THREE. For a while, they appear in one color and temporarily they 
fall, MEANING THAT THIS COLOR IS TEMPORARILY REMOVED. 
Then other GEMS ascend of another color AND SIMILARLY in all 
other colors existing in the world, MEANING ALL COLORS OF 
MALCHUT REFERRED TO AS THE WORLD, WHOSE ESSENCE IS 
WHITE, BLACK AND RED. These gems fall outside ONE AFTER THE 
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OTHER, ONE SINKING AND ONE FLOATING UP, but they do not fall 
outward, SINCE THEY DO NOT BESTOW FROM ABOVE TO THE 
LOWER UPON THE EXTERIOR FORCES.
 

158. Surrounding that spring is a button and blossom, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF THE FIRST THREE SFIROT OF CHOCHMAH THAT 
CIRCLE AROUND IN THE ENCIRCLING LIGHT AND DO NOT 
ILLUMINATE THE INSIDE OF THE SPRING. All the inhabitants of the 
world cannot comprehend the variety of colors that is in them, THEM 
BEING THE FIRST THREE SFIROT, SINCE all are glowing flames and 
it is not possible to gaze at them. THEREFORE, the importance of 
their activities is not known. The petals THAT ARE IN THE FLOWER 
BLOSSOM sparkle with a variety of colors.
 

 

159. Embroidery, which is the artistry of The Creator of the world, 
covers over the 375 Cherubs below them over other covering 
tapestry layers that are inside, since these covering tapestry layers 
surround the inside of the court.
 

 

160. Grapevines are spread above THE CHERUBS, since the 
Cherubs are underneath the grapevines, all spreading out their 
wings and intertwined one into the other. Here, the head of the 
Yeshivah said that whoever gazes at these grapevines, his face 
shines like sunlight.
 

 

161. These tapestry grid covers, WHICH ARE THE LIGHTS OF BINAH 
THAT ARE ROBED IN MALCHUT, are unfurled round about in the 
courtyard. FROM INSIDE, all are embroidered in strands of lights in 
multitudes of colors, SINCE THE THREADS OF BINAH AND 
THREADS OF MALCHUT ARE EMBROIDERED AND INTERWOVEN IN 
ONE ANOTHER AND SHINE TOGETHER, AND THREADS ARE THE 
SECRET OF ILLUMINATION OF CHASSADIM. They flame with four 
kinds of fiery glows of brightness, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT COLUMN - WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
THE ILLUMINATIONS OF CHOCHMAH THAT SHINE WITH 
JUDGMENTS THAT ARE CALLED FIRES. The flames, WHICH ARE 
THE SECRET OF THE CHOCHMAH ILLUMINATIONS, rise, IN THAT 
THEY LIGHT FROM THE BOTTOM UP and the hues sparkle. 
Sometimes, AT THE TIME OF SMALLNESS, the flames are soothed 
and the lights and colors rise; THAT IS, THEY ILLUMINATE FROM 
BELOW UPWARDS, FOR AT THE TIME OF SMALLNESS THEY SHINE 
ONLY FROM BELOW UPWARDS. Then they clash one with the other. 
THE ILLUMINATIONS OF MALCHUT CLASH WITH THE 
ILLUMINATIONS OF BINAH AND DIMINISH THEM.
 

 

162. And 6,000 basins lie next to these networks, WHICH IS MANY 
MALCHUTS THAT ACCEPT SIX ENDS OF CHOCHMAH FROM THE 
NETWORKS - WHICH ARE SIX PARALLELS TO CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD TOTALING A THOUSAND, 
NAMED AFTER CHOCHMAH THAT IS CALLED THOUSAND. They are 
four hues to the four sides of the courtyard; THAT IS, CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT. These are large, MEANING THEY 
ARE IN THE ASPECT OF THE SIX ENDS OF GREATNESS. And a 
spring of living water is found on each side, THAT IS, CHASSADIM 
AND CHOCHMAH TOGETHER - WATER AFTER CHASSADIM AND 
LIFE AFTER CHOCHMAH. They drop into these basins and get 
absorbed there, MEANING THAT THEY ARE NOT INFLUENCED 
FROM ABOVE TO BELOW, WHICH IS OUTSIDE THEIR TERRITORY. 
These waters do not know where they are flowing to, SINCE BEING 
WITH CHOCHMAH THAT IS NOT BESTOWED FROM ABOVE 
DOWNWARDS, THEY CONTAIN NO KNOWLEDGE OF WHERE THEY 
ARE GOING.
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163. In the center of the court, WHICH IS IN THE CENTRAL COLUMN 
OF MALCHUT, all Yisrael will stand and be seen in the presence of 
the Holy King, FROM WHOM YISRAEL RECEIVES CHOCHMAH THAT 
IS ALSO CALLED SIGHT. On the South side of the court, WHICH IS 
THE RIGHT COLUMN OF MALCHUT, AND CHESED a new water 
spring is born and it seems that the waters will flood the whole 
world. Whoever enters into them will enter to his knees. If a mighty 
man enters, he will enter to his knees, and if a baby no older than a 
day ENTERS THEM, he shall still enter to his knees. Whoever drinks 
of them shall become filled with wisdom.
 

 

164. This spring emerges from one small gem in the South wall. 
These waters get absorbed in their area and from there, they will 
continue to flow out of the Temple until they reach up to the spring 
of Shitim. They will rinse away that obscenity that the waters of the 
spring of Shitim brought about. Therefore, once the males that came 
to be seen at the waters in the court drank from them, they had no 
fear of the females who came to be seen before the Holy King. 
Moreover, THROUGH THE WATER, they would become more 
knowledgeable about the concealed matters of the Supernal King. In 
this temple, all thoughts must be forgotten except for the thought of 
the Holy King's rejoicing.
 

 

165. One branch emerges at the center of that spring. The head of 
the Yeshivah said, When I approached that branch in the spring, the 
branch went high above. The closer I approached, THE HIGHER it 
went. The foundation and the root of that branch are only in the 
water. This branch covers worlds and all the hues in the world ARE 
VISIBLE in its leaves. What kind of fruit it bears is unknown, and it is 
not possible to find out. THE HEAD OF THE YESHIVAH said that he 
asked Messiah about this fruit and was told that this fruit is stored 
away for "every man with his staff in his hand for very 
age" (Zecharyah 8:4). Whoever deserves to experience this will 
understand.
 

 

166. One firmament exists above this CENTRAL branch, FROM THE 
RIGHT ASPECT that is spread over it from above. From that 
firmament dew flows to this spring and no further. When a person 
gazes at this firmament from a distance, it looks similar to blue. 
When he approaches nearer, it seems reddish and when he 
approaches even closer, it seems greenish. When he draws even 
nearer, it seems white and no other white in the world is like it. The 
dew that flows from it gets drawn into the branch and produces the 
fruit, and it grows. The firmament circles faster than the eye can see.
 

 

 
 
20. "All your males shall appear" 
We read about the requirement for all circumcised males to appear before God three times a year for the honor of the three patriarchs who accepted 
the covenant upon themselves. As soon as a man is circumcised and perfected, he is fit to walk behind the Shechinah instead of in front of her. 
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Because Noah was circumcised and perfect but his membrane was not uncovered, he walked with the Elohim rather than in front of the Shechinah. 
We read that God traveled before Yisrael in the pillar of cloud and fire until they sinned and weakened, at which time the angel of God moved behind 
them. This section concludes with an incomplete fragment about the two Messiahs.

167. All those who preserve the holy covenant must show 
themselves in the presence of the Holy King, since they are not there 
to be seen except for the purpose of showing that they are members 
of the holy covenant. Therefore, "all your males shall 
appear" (Shemot 23:17) who are members of the holy covenant. The 
head of the session points out that it says "Zchurcha" (Eng. 'your 
males') and not 'Zichrecha' (Eng. 'your memory'), since the word 
"zachar" is written, NAMELY MALES, and not 'zachor' or memory, 
SINCE IT DOES NOT MEAN 'YOUR MEMORY'. Why "your males", - 
WHY JUST MALES? It is only those who preserve their holy 
covenant and do not sin with it who are worthy children of the King, 
who gets praised through them daily and always remembers them. 
Therefore, THE SCRIPTURE SAYS: "your males," MEANING the King 
remembers those who have a holy covenant every day, since there is 
no praise before the sublime King as the one who preserves this 
covenant.
 

 

168. Therefore, there is a requirement to be seen in His presence 
three times a year. Why exactly three times? It is only for the honor 
of the three patriarchs that accepted upon themselves this covenant 
as a first priority to all other commandments in the Torah. Therefore, 
it is three times a year. Abraham accepted the covenant and Isaac 
accepted the covenant. Jacob was most perfect of all, SINCE 
ABRAHAM AND ISAAC CORRESPOND TO THE RIGHT AND LEFT 
AND JACOB CORRESPONDS TO THE CENTRAL COLUMN THAT IS 
COMPOSED OF THE OTHER TWO. Therefore it is written by him: 
"And Jacob was a plain (tam: perfect) man" (Beresheet 25:27), 
MEANING MORE PERFECT THAN THE OTHERS.
 

 

169. Abraham was called Tamim (Eng. 'perfect'), but he was not all 
that perfect. However, Tam is most perfect. It is written about Noah: 
"A just man and perfect (Heb. tamim) in his generations" (Beresheet 
6:9), for he was impressed with a holy mark among them. The head 
of the Yeshivah said, Anywhere that is written Tamim, its MEANING 
IS that he is inscribed with the holy mark of the sign of circumcision. 
Since he preserved the covenant, he was called Tamim in his 
generation, while all the others were not so, MEANING THAT THE 
OTHERS DID NOT KEEP THE COVENANT, as they corrupted their 
paths.
 

 

170. Therefore, it is written: "And Noah walked with the 
Elohim" (Ibid.). HE ASKS: Who could possibly walk with THE 
ELOHIM? HE REPLIES: The Shechinah joins anyone that keeps the 
holy covenant. Therefore, it says, "You shall be perfect (Heb. tamim) 
with Hashem your Elohim" (Devarim 18:13), WHICH MEANS to first 
be perfect and then you will be joined "with Hashem your Elohim." If 
he preserves this covenant, he will be with Hashem and not separate 
from him.
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171. Of Abraham, it says, "Walk before Me, and be perfect (Heb. 
tamim)" (Beresheet 17:1), MEANING the sign of circumcision THAT 
IS CALLED TAMIM: "Walk before Me." From here, we take it that a 
male should not walk behind a woman but rather in front of her, 
which is the fit way. HE INQUIRES: It is written: "Behold, I send an 
angel before you" (Shemot 23:20), WHICH MEANS THE SHECHINAH 
REFERRED TO AS ANGEL and also: "And I will send an angel before 
you" (Shemot 33:2). HENCE, THE SHECHINAH WAS GOING IN 
FRONT OF THEM AND THEY BEHIND HER. HE REPLIES: Abraham, 
who was not circumcised, was pushed in front of her, AND SHE DID 
NOT ALLOW HIM TO WALK BEHIND HER. Therefore, it is not written: 
'Be perfect and walk before Me', but rather "Walk before Me" AS 
LONG AS YOU HAVEN'T YET BEEN CIRCUMCISED, since you are 
not worthy yet TO GO BEHIND ME until you will be perfected, 
MEANING UNTIL YOU GET CIRCUMCISED. It is the same with 
everybody. As soon as the person is perfected and preserves his 
perfection, the Shechinah immediately is in front of him and he is 
behind her, since he is now fit for it.
 

 

172. Noah was circumcised and perfect, but his membrane was not 
uncovered. Because he did not perform this act of uncovering the 
membrane, it is written: "AND NOAH WALKED with the Elohim" and 
not behind the Elohim. He wasn't in front of the Shechinah, because 
he was circumcised and he wasn't behind the Shechinah, because 
he didn't perform this act of uncovering the membrane. How was it 
with him? "With the Elohim," meaning close to Him, but who could 
not observe HIS BACK since he was not that worthy - AND ALL THIS, 
SINCE HE DIDN'T PERFORM THE ACT OF UNCOVERING THE 
MEMBRANE (HEB. PRIAH).
  

173. About Yisrael, it says: "And Hashem went before them by day in 
a pillar of a cloud...and by night in a pillar of fire..." (Shemot 13:21), 
MEANING THAT THEY TRAVELED BEHIND HASHEM. As soon as 
Yisrael said, "Because there were no graves in Egypt...for it had 
been better for us to serve Egypt" (Shemot 14:11-12), their minds 
seemingly weakened. THEREFORE, it is written: "And the angel of 
Elohim who went before the camp of Yisrael, removed and went 
behind them" (Ibid. 19), MEANING THEY WERE PUSHED IN FRONT 
OF HASHEM. He "removed" to do vengeance on them. (THE 
CONTINUATION IS MISSING).
  

174. (THE BEGINNING IS MISSING) and about this, Messiah was glad 
and the head of the Yeshivah rejoiced when told of this. The head of 
the Yeshivah, who was elaborating, inquired of Messiah and said, 
From where did Daniel know that he said, "Your kingdom is divided 
and given to Maday and Persia" (Daniel 5:28)? He learned it from 
these letters of "ufarsin" (Ibid. 25. THAT WAS WRITTEN. Why is this 
here, MEANING TO SAY WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THIS 
REGARDING MESSIAH? He said to him, Certainly it is so, THAT HE 
IS ALLUDING HERE TO KING MESSIAH, your (Belshazzar's) evil 
Kingdom shall be divided through the other Messiah, MEANING 
MESSIAH OF JOSEPH. Following that, the king of Persia will 
dominate and conquer many kingdoms and rule the Holy Land for 
twelve months. And he will rule and kill many, AMONG THEM 
Messiah, THE SON OF JOSEPH. After that, THE KING OF PERSIA will 
fall and holy supernal ones will receive the Kingdom. Therefore, here 
too, the word "ufarsin" indicates the king of Persia.
 

 

 
 
21. The spring of water 
We hear about the trees that grow in the spring of water, all the parts of which are destined for healing; there is no hunger, worry nor sorrow among 
them. The author tells Rabbi Shimon about the river Jordan that is drawn yearly into the river that emerges from Eden. Then the flow from Eden 
spreads to the earth of the Temple, and when it withdraws after three days it leaves behind in the earth of the tabernacle all kinds of paintings that 
God produces in the Garden of Eden.
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175. Oh, holy pious one, how much happiness upon happiness is in 
that spring? In that spring grow all kinds of trees that the Holy One, 
blessed be He, planted in the Garden of Eden. All are destined for 
healing, the leaves, the fruits and the branches, and always to the 
gladness of the heart. There is no hunger, worry nor sorrow among 
them. Praised is the nation for whom all this awaits and is stored up.
 

 

176. Rabbi Shimon said, All these wonders are available in the earth 
of the Temple. He said to him, Oh, my teacher. Praised is your lot 
that...(PART IS MISSING HERE)... it is embroidered on that spring, 
but there is no one that could look at it. Sometimes its light is bright 
and sometimes it is dim, and sometimes it is in the color purple. It 
sparkles until the eyes can not look up. The head of the Yeshivah did 
not define any of that which you asked, holy pious one, about that 
Temple's earth, since it is stored in the Jordan River, and what I 
already told is said here. However, this has been asked and you shall 
know that which you know.
 

 

177. The Jordan, WHICH IS THE YESOD OF MALCHUT, enters and 
gets drawn once a year, MEANING ONE TIME WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF ONE COLUMN, FROM THREE TIMES A YEAR, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF THREE COLUMNS AND THAT IS IN THE SECRET 
OF THE LEFT COLUMN, into that river that emerges from Eden, 
THAT IS THE YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, SINCE THE START OF THE 
COUPLING IS IN THE ASPECT OF THE LEFT COLUMN, not into the 
four rivers that spread out from it, but actually in it, INTO THE RIVER 
THAT EMANATES FROM EDEN ITSELF. As soon as it reaches it, it 
spreads and expands and enters into the Jordan, FROM THE 
ASPECT OF THE LEFT COLUMN FIRST, IN THE SECRET OF 
RECONCILIATION. AS SOON as it reaches the earth of the temple, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT OF MALCHUT, it remains 
there three days - THAT IS, IN THE SECRET OF THE THREE 
COLUMNS - and does not spread and extend to another area. The 
head of the Yeshivah said, When that river, WHICH EMANATES 
FROM EDEN, returns to its original place, it leaves behind IN THE 
EARTH OF THE TABERNACLE all kinds of paintings that the Holy 
One, blessed be He, produces in the Garden of Eden, which are 
drawings stored underneath their area...(THE END IS MISSING).
 

 

 
 
22. Pillars and eagles 
We are told about the pillars that drip incense into basins, and how the incense will be burned daily in the presence of God in the time to come. We 
read about the flight of the eagles and the letters that fly from their mouths and the lamps suspended between the pillars; the candles in those 
lamps burn every day and are put out at night because of the pain of Yisrael. When morning comes they light up spontaneously. Next Rabbi Shimon 
is told that on the next day he will be granted the revelation of the rest of the secrets, and his teachers fly away.
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178. (THE BEGINNING IS MISSING) these here and those there, and 
they ascend and descend as at first. On the south side, WHICH IS 
THE RIGHT COLUMN THAT IS ALL CHESED, there are 350 pillars of 
all kinds of gems, and those are the ones that are always bright. 
They drip spices that are concealed and are never visible. Four 
basins are inserted in every pillar and when the fragrant droplets 
flow down from the pillars, they drip INTO THE BASINS. All the 
basins get filled and the spices do not flow out.
 

 

179. In the future to come they will burn incense daily from these 
spices in the presence of the Holy King. That incense will not be 
from ingredients crushed by humans. It is not known what the 
essence of these fragrances is nor what their ingredients are. They 
are just flowing in from those pillars.
 

 

180. Two eagles in every individual pillar sparkle and shine in all 
hues, so there are altogether seven hundred eagles IN THE 350 
PILLARS. They fly in all directions, those here and these there, with 
the revolutions of the pillars. And when they turn about, the eyes are 
incapable of watching them.
 

 

181. Three letters protrude and fly from the mouth of this one to the 
mouth of that one, when the pillars and eagles circle. All the letters 
get embroidered in fire of white and gold and green. There are 2,100 
lamps suspended between these pillars and 2,100 candles are in 
each individual lamp. They burn every day and are put out at night, 
because of the pain of Yisrael. When morning approaches, they light 
up spontaneously.
 

 

182. While still seated, they mentioned that the night had fallen. He 
said to Rabbi Shimon, Oh, holy pious one, the light of the world. 
Take a scroll from this container, THAT IS A VESSEL IN WHICH 
WRITINGS ARE STORED, and take a candle and write these words. 
Since our time has arrived, each one should visit his grave until 
midnight. AND THEN the Holy One, blessed be He, enters the Garden 
of Eden to make merry with the just, and each one of us flies there. 
Tomorrow, we will be with you, since permission was granted us to 
complete the present that was sent to you, MEANING THE 
COMPLETION OF THE REVELATION OF THE SECRETS. They flew 
away. Rabbi Shimon cried and wailed.
 

 

 
 
23. "A loving hind" 
All night Rabbi Shimon writes what he has seen in the supernal realms. In the morning he sees the light of the holy Temple in the firmament. Two 
emissaries come from the head of the Yeshivah to reveal one thing to him.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/39%20-%20Shlach%20Lecha.htm (46 of 89)2004/07/07 23:12:41



1

183. He opened the discussion saying, "A loving hind and a pleasant 
roe; let her breasts satisfy you at all times; and be you ravished 
always in her love" (Mishlei 5:19). O Torah, Torah, light of all worlds, 
how many seas and rivers and fountains and springs spread from 
you to all directions. From you comes everything, upon you stand 
those above and below. The supernal light emanates from you. 
Torah, Torah, what shall I tell you? You are a loving hind and a 
pleasant roe. Those above and below are your admirers who would 
deserve to properly suckle from you. Torah, Torah, the delight of 
your Master, who is capable of revealing and speaking of the 
concealed and stored in you? He cried, placed his head between his 
knees and kissed the dust.
 

 

184. During this, Rabbi Shimon noticed several faces of his friends 
surrounding him. They told him, Do not fear, son of Yochai, do not 
be frightened, holy luminary, it is written that you shall rejoice in the 
happiness of your Master. He wrote all these things that he heard 
that night and he repeated them and studied them, and forgot 
nothing. The candle light illuminated for him all that night until the 
approach of the morning. When morning came, he raised his eyes 
and noticed a light that was bright in the sky. He lowered his eyes 
downwards, repeated as before and saw light that was brightening 
the whole firmament. On that light emerged the form of the house, 
MEANING THE TEMPLE HOUSE, SHOWING THAT THE UNION WAS 
ACHIEVED BETWEEN MALCHUT AND ZEIR ANPIN, pictured in 
several scenarios. Rabbi Shimon rejoiced and instantly the light was 
hidden away.
 

 

185. Meanwhile, two emissaries arrived. They found him with his 
head between his knees. They told him, Peace be on you, my lord, 
peace to whom those above and below wish to welcome peacefully. 
Rise. Rabbi Shimon rose and rejoiced with them. They said to him, 
Have you not seen the satisfaction that your Master had for you? 
You have beheld the light of the Temple in the firmament, MEANING 
THE ILLUMINATION OF THE COUPLING OF MALCHUT IN ZEIR 
ANPIN THAT IS REFERRED TO AS FIRMAMENT. He told them, I have 
seen. They said to him, At the same time, the Holy One, blessed be 
He, removed the abyss, WHICH IS THE CURTAIN of the house of the 
Temple, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and transferred it through the great 
ocean, THAT IS BINAH. From its light, MEANING THE SWEETENING 
LIGHT OF THE CURTAIN OF MALCHUT IN BINAH, there was a 
shining in the firmament - THE FORM OF THE HOUSE OF THE 
TEMPLE, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE UNION.
  

186. They said to him, The head of the Yeshivah sends you 
greetings, since he is aware that we are emissaries to you. Many new 
items from the Atik were told in the Torah this night. He said to them, 
I beg you please say something from them. They said to him, We are 
not allowed TO REVEAL TO YOU by the fact that we came here to 
you. However, we have one new point for you at present.
 

 

 
 
24. He who has no merit in this place 
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The emissaries are told things by the head of the Yeshivah that they had not been previously privileged to hear, because they were charged with 
revealing it to Rabbi Shimon. The topic has to do with God's admonition to Abram to leave his country; the head of the Yeshivah gives them the 
hidden meaning about the essence of the soul and why it does not shine in this place but is worthy to shine in a different place. He also tells them 
why levirate marriage allows a man's spirit to be rebuilt after he dies without having children. Rabbi Shimon asks the emissaries to find out if he can 
know whether women in the higher world get the opportunity to ascend higher.

187. THEY SAID TO HIM, The head of the Yeshivah opened the 
discussion saying, "Now Hashem said to Abram, 'Get you out of 
your country...'" (Beresheet 12:1). That is because the light shone to 
him in this manner, MEANING THAT THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE 
HE, TOLD HIM, "GET YOU OUT..." BECAUSE HE COULD NOT GET 
THE LIGHT IN ANOTHER MANNER, JUST IN THIS MANNER. Since he 
has no merit in this place, let him go and take himself to another 
place, and be worthy there. If a piece of wood is lit and yet the light 
does not catch on and illuminate in it, let them shake it until the fire 
catches on and it shines. THE EMISSARIES said, We had been 
prepared to hear THE CONTINUATION OF THE TEACHINGS FROM 
THE HEAD OF THE YESHIVAH. However, since we have to come to 
you, we did not wish to tarry. Rabbi Shimon was glad.
  

188. They said to him, Oh, holy pious one. All our matters in the 
Torah are short and to the point, MEANING THEY WERE SAID IN 
VERY CONCISE FORM. How great and supernal are these succinct 
teachings, so as to be immeasurable, since we have no doubts but 
only wish to establish the clarity of the Torah. Now the head of the 
Yeshivah explained matters that are concealed over this, about the 
essence of the soul and why it does not shine in this place but is 
worthy to shine in a different place. Until now, we have not been 
worthy of it, because WE HAD TO come to you.
 

 

189. We deserved to hear another thing from him. A spirit that goes 
naked in the world without children, his wife becomes a vessel, so 
he could be built up THROUGH LEVIRATE MARRIAGE. What is the 
reason for this? It is because his wife is like a candle that is lit from 
him and both were one candle, the one light coming out from this 
light. When this one is extinguished, MEANING HE DIED WITHOUT 
LEAVING ANY CHILDREN, it is lighted from the very light of his 
WIFE, since they were one light.
 

 

190. Now, Rabbi, let's get back to OUR first points. When we return 
to our area, we will receive permission from the head of the Yeshivah 
about the information that we received from him, and we will tell you. 
Praised is your lot that you deserved the concealed lights from all 
directions, from above and from below, from this world and from 
another world. Rabbi Shimon said, I wish to find out one thing if you 
could inform me: if women in that world get the opportunity to 
ascend higher, or in what state they are there. He said to him, Oh, 
Rabbi. Oh, Rabbi. We have a precious secret about this. However, we 
are unable to reveal the hidden things of that place, but let this one 
go and get permission and we will tell you. Meanwhile, one flew off, 
disappeared from them and went away.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/39%20-%20Shlach%20Lecha.htm (48 of 89)2004/07/07 23:12:41



1

 
 
25. The judgment of one person in the Garden of Eden 
The emissary returns with a letter for Rabbi Shimon, which the Rabbi reads all night until the letter flies away in the morning. The emissaries tell him 
about the judgment of a man standing at the entrance to the Garden of Eden, where the man is sentenced to remain outside in pain for forty days 
and then be tortured in Gehenom for an hour and a half. These punishments arose since the man put another friend to shame by not assisting him 
when he was trying to define some points in Torah.

191. Instantly, he returned to them and said to them, I was ready to 
enter and everyone was in one circle, MEANING THEY WERE 
SEATED IN A CIRCLE. They were in session judging a person that 
stood at the entrance to the Garden of Eden. The Cherubs grabbed 
him and did not allow him to enter there. He was in pain between 
them and was screaming loudly in the entrance. All the just that were 
there heard, and now all the members of that Yeshivah gathered to 
enter to Messiah, to give some thought about the judgment. And I 
came to inform you. And my associate here needs to go there, since 
a proclamation was passed among all the members of the Yeshivah 
that they should gather to welcome Messiah. He took a letter and 
presented it to Rabbi Shimon. He said, Take it and peruse what is 
WRITTEN in it, until we come back to you. Both flew away.
 

 

192. Rabbi Shimon took the note and saw whatever he saw of the 
secrets that were in it all day long. At night, he saw a candle, 
sleepiness overcame him and he fell asleep until morning. When 
daylight broke, the letter rose and flew away from him. Behold, those 
two arrived. They told him, Get up, Rabbi. Blessed is your lot, rise. 
Due to you, we saw and deserved to know several supernal secrets. 
We were shown so much gladness when they permitted us to reveal 
to you all that you desire. The head of the highest Yeshivah came 
out to us and said, Give greetings to the son of Yochai. Bar Yochai's 
place has been available to him for several days and there is nobody 
that comes close to him. Happy is he.
 

 

193. Rabbi, Rabbi. When we flew away from you, we entered and saw 
all the members of the Yeshivah gathering to a certain sanctuary 
where Messiah was present. They were discussing the judgment of 
that man that stood at the entrance. We have no authority to reveal 
his name. Rabbi Shimon became sad about it. He told him, Do not 
feel sad about this, Rabbi, you will get to know all about this, this 
night in your dreams. However, they passed a judgment about him in 
accordance with the edict of Messiah, that this person shall remain 
outside with this pain for forty days. At the end of forty days, he will 
get tortured with the pain of Gehenom for an hour and a half.
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194. All this is because one day, one of the friends was defining 
some points in the Torah. When he attempted one item, that person 
was aware that he would fail in it and told his friends to keep quiet 
and say nothing. Since the friends kept quiet, he stumbled on it and 
was put to shame. Due to causing that person shame, he was judged 
harshly, since the Holy One, blessed be He, does not allow inequities 
in the Torah, even as a hair's breadth.
 

 
 
26. The sanctuaries of the female souls 
The emissary tells Rabbi Shimon about the sanctuary where Batyah the daughter of Pharaoh lives, and how she goes out to see Moses' image three 
times a day. Batyah and the other women are clothed in light bodies and study the Torah. In another sanctuary there is Serach the daughter of 
Ashur, with many other women who study the Torah; she goes three times a day to see a light in the image of Joseph. In another sanctuary lives 
Yocheved the mother of Moses with many other women, and three times a day they all thank and praise God, and they sing the song of the sea. The 
fourth sanctuary of the Matriarchs is that of Deborah the prophetess. The emissary talks about the nightly coupling of the souls - soul to soul, light 
to light. Those unions produce the souls of those who get converted; this is the secret meaning of "The fruit of the righteous is a Tree of Life."

195. They passed his sentence and all the members of the Yeshivah 
left. I begged for permission, since the son of Yochai asked this 
question. Therefore, I was shown what I did not know before. Oh, 
Rabbi, I was shown six sanctuaries with a variety of delights and 
pleasures, in the place where the dividing curtain was unfurled in the 
Garden, since from that curtain and further on, no males can enter at 
all.
 

 

196. In one sanctuary, Batyah the daughter of Pharaoh dwells, and 
many tens of thousands of virtuous women are with her. Each and 
every one of them occupies her place of brightness and pleasures 
very comfortably. Three times daily, they proclaim, Here comes the 
form of Moses, the faithful prophet. Batyah goes out to her specified 
partition and observes Moses's image, bows before him and says, 
Praised is my part that I brought up this light. That is her SPECIFIED 
pleasure more than all the others.
 

 

197. Batyah returns to the women and they deal in the precepts of 
the Torah. All are in the form they were in this world, in a robe of 
light similar to the robes of the males, except that they are not quite 
as bright AS THE ROBES OF THE MALES. They study in that world 
the precepts of the Torah and their explanations that they did not 
deserve to fulfill in this world. All those women that dwell IN THE 
SAME SANCTUARY with Batyah, daughter of Pharaoh, are referred 
to as serene women, since they were not troubled at all in the pains 
of Gehenom.
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198. In another sanctuary dwells Serah, the daughter of Ashur, and 
thousands and thousands of women are with her. Three times daily, 
they proclaim in her presence, Here comes the form of Joseph the 
righteous. She is gladdened and goes out to her specific partition, 
and sees a light in the image of Joseph. And she is glad and bows to 
him, saying, Praised is that day when I told your news to my 
grandfather. She then returns to the rest of the women, and they deal 
in the praises of the world's Master and give thanks to His name. 
How varied are the areas of happiness that each and every woman 
has. Then they return to deal with the precepts of the Torah and their 
reasons.
 

 

199. In one sanctuary dwells Jochebed, the mother of Moses, the 
faithful prophet, and several thousand and ten thousands are with 
her. In this sanctuary, there are no proclamations at all. However, 
three times daily, she thanks and praises the Master of the universe, 
she and all women with her. They also sing the song of the sea daily 
and she begins, on her own here: "And Miriam the prophetess...took 
a timbrel in her hand..." (Shemot 15:20). All the righteous in the 
Garden of Eden listen to her pleasant voice and many holy angels 
join her to thank and praise the Holy Name.
 

 

200. In another sanctuary dwells Deborah, the prophetess. Likewise, 
all the women with her thank and chant the song that she composed 
in this world. Oh, Rabbi. Oh Rabbi. Who observed the happiness of 
the righteous and virtuous women that serve the Holy One, blessed 
be He? In the inner sanctums of these temples, there exist four 
concealed sanctuaries of the holy Matriarchs that were not given to 
be divulged, and nobody ever saw them. Every day, they are 
themselves separate as I said to you and the men also ARE 
SEPARATE.
 

 

201. Every night they get together, since the time of coupling is at 
midnight, both in this world and that world. The coupling of that 
world is accomplished by the adherence of one soul to the other, 
light with light. The coupling in this world is body to body. 
Everything is as it should be, one kind with similar kind. A match 
with its equal, body to body, THAT IS IN THIS WORLD. In the other 
world, it is light with light. The sanctuaries of the four Matriarchs are 
referred to as the Sanctuaries of trusting daughters and I did not 
have enough merit to observe them. Praised is the lot of the 
righteous, males and females that follow the honest path in this 
world and merit all the pleasures in the World to Come.
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202. Oh, Rabbi. Oh Rabbi. If you weren't the son of Yochai, it would 
not have been passed on to divulge this to you. The union in that 
world produces more fruit than the coupling in this world. When they 
pair up in the pairing in that world with their combined desire and 
when the souls cling one to another, they produce results. And 
lights emerge and candles are produced. These are the souls of 
those that get converted, and all the SOULS THAT WERE BORN 
FROM THESE CONNECTIONS enter one sanctuary.
 

 

203. When a foreigner gets converted, a soul flies from that 
sanctuary and enters under the wings of the Shechinah. AND THE 
SHECHINAH kisses her, since she is the fruit of righteous SOULS, 
dispatches her into that proselyte and dwells within him. From that 
time on, he is referred to as a just proselyte. This is the secret 
meaning of what is written: "The fruit of the righteous is a Tree of 
Life" (Mishlei 11:30). Just as a Tree of Life, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, 
produces souls, so too the righteous have similar fruits by 
producing souls.
 

 

204. The head of the Yeshivah said that it is written: "But Sarai was 
barren; she had no child" (Beresheet 11:30). HE ASKED, From what 
it says, "But Sarai was barren," we understand that she had no child. 
Why write "she had no child"? This is what the head of the Yeshivah 
said, She wasn't giving birth to children. However, she did give birth 
to souls with the binding desire of these two righteous ones. They 
were producing souls for the proselytes during all the time that they 
were in Haran, as the just were producing in the Garden of Eden, as 
is written: "And the souls that they have acquired (lit. 'made') in 
Haran" (Beresheet 12:5). They definitely made souls.
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205. Rabbi Shimon rejoiced. That man said to him, Oh, Rabbi. What 
should I say to you? Every new moon, Shabbat, holidays and 
appointed days, the males go up to be seen in the presence of the 
Holy King, males and not females, as you indicated: "All your males 
shall appear" (Shemot 23:17). When they return, they come back 
with a variety of new topics, and they repeat them to the head of the 
Yeshivah.
 

 

 
 
27. The sanctuaries of the male souls 
We learn why it is possible that 'a wicked man that it is good with him, and a just man that it is bad with him.' Through hardship and punishment the 
soul is made to illuminate the body; when its light is lit from the soul, the body praises God. It is impossible for the wicked ones to illuminate 
however much they are hit because they are incapable of illumination. The emissary tells Rabbi Shimon that at night the righteous spirits enter the 
supernal Yeshivah and are taught secret matters; when they ascend they leave their robes of this world, and when they descend they again dress up 
in those robes.

206. On these days, new matters were repeated to the head of the 
Yeshivah about ancient secrets; 'a wicked man thrives, a righteous 
man suffers.' All the souls ascend into the weighing scale of that 
tree, WHICH IS MALCHUT, prior to their descent into this world and 
according to the weight they get in this world. The head of the 
Yeshivah came down and divulged what he heard above. He 
revealed one point and nothing else. If wood doesn't kindle, they 
shake it and strike it and it gives off light. If the light of the soul does 
not come up in the body, strike it until it will light up with the soul, 
and unite together THE BODY WITH THE SOUL to give off light.
 

 

207. A body exists but the light of the soul does not illuminate in it 
until they hit it. Then the light of the soul brightens and gets unified 
with the body, and the body is unified with her. When its light is lit 
from the soul, the body glorifies and exults and praises and lays out 
its prayer and request and blesses his Master. Behold, then 
everything is bright. AND THEREFORE THERE IS SUCH A THING AS 
A RIGHTEOUS MAN FOR WHOM THINGS ARE BAD, BECAUSE HIS 
SOUL IS NOT ILLUMINATED UNTIL HIS BODY IS HIT.
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208. The other side wishes to do the same thing and hits the wicked 
ones. As much as he punishes by hitting them, it is written: "But the 
candle of the wicked shall be put out" (Mishlei 13:9), since he 
blasphemes and curses all sides and is incapable of illumination at 
all. It is then written: "For what can the man do who comes after the 
king?" (Kohelet 2:12), for he wishes to imitate him but is incapable of 
it. Therefore, "Hashem tries the righteous" (Tehilim 11:5) and hits 
him. Then he shines and gets strengthened with the light - "tries" is 
as it says in: "a tried stone" (Yeshayah 25:16). Rabbi Shimon bent 
over and kissed the dust. He said, Word, word, I have chased you 
since the day I became A MAN. And now this word is revealed to me 
from the source and essence of everything.
 

 

209. He said to him, Oh Rabbi. Oh Rabbi. When all the spirits, male 
and female, ascend above, AT NIGHT DURING SLEEP, at that time 
they hear new and old matters. They descend and enter into the 
Yeshivah and the matters are repeated to the head of the Yeshivah, 
and he teaches them every matter well. When they leave, they 
undress from their robes OF THIS WORLD and ascend. When they 
descend, THEY AGAIN dress up in the robes of that body.
 

 

 
 
28. One who is small is great 
We hear that the head of the Yeshivah said that God made a person great only if he belittled himself, and that God belittled only those who are 
haughty. While Rabbi Shimon and the emissary are speaking they hear the song of the Sea in the most exquisite voice that was ever heard since the 
sweet voice of chanting was created.

210. Oh, Rabbi. Oh, Rabbi. How new are these matters of the head of 
the Yeshivah. Praised is he who lowers himself in this world. How 
great and lofty is he in that world. That is how the head of the 
Yeshivah began: Whoever is small is great. Whoever is great is 
small. And it is written: "And Sarah was a hundred year and twenty 
year and seven years old: these were the years of Sarah's 
life" (Beresheet 23:1). "Hundred," since it is a large number is written 
with "year," the least number of years, it was diminished to one. 
"seven," that is a small number, he increased and made it bigger, by 
writing "seven years," IN PLURAL. Come and see that the Holy One, 
blessed be He, made one great only if he had belittled himself. And 
THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, belittled only he who is haughty. 
Praised is the one that humiliates himself in this world. How 
exultingly great is he in his ascension in that world.
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211. While they were talking, they heard the song of the Sea in the 
most exquisite voice that was ever heard since the sweet voice of 
chanting was created, as this sweet sound in which it was said. 
When they finished, "Hashem shall reign for ever and ever" (Shemot 
15:18). They noticed four images of men in the heavens and one of 
them was greater and higher above all of them; that greater and 
loftier of all raised his voice and said, "Thus says Hashem; I 
remember in your favor, the devotion of your youth, your love as a 
bride..." (Yirmeyah 2:2). He flew into the firmament and was hidden. 
And another one rose after him and said, "And I will bring the blind 
by a way that they know not; I will lead them in paths that they have 
not known..." (Yeshayah 42:16). He finished and flew into the 
firmament and was hidden.
 

 

 
 
29. The dead of the wilderness 
Four images of men in the heavens appear and say various things and fly. In the morning the rabbis hear the sound of legions and encampments 
praising God. The entire wilderness is covered in clouds of glory shining and sparkling in a multitude of colors. The rabbis say that the wilderness 
generation will be the first to arise when King Messiah comes in the future.

212. The other one opened the discussion saying, "The wilderness 
and the arid land shall be glad; and the desert shall rejoice, and 
blossom like the tulip" (Yeshayah 35:1). He flew into the firmament 
and was hidden. Another one opened the discussion saying, "But 
now thus says Hashem that created you, O Jacob" (Yeshayah 43:1). 
"Thus says Hashem, who makes a way in the sea, and a path in the 
mighty waters..." (Ibid. 16). "The beast of the field shall honor Me, the 
jackals and the owls..." (Ibid. 20). He concluded and flew into the 
firmament and disappeared. Then they were overtaken with an 
awesome fear.
 

 

213. When the daylight broke, a voice arose as before and said, A 
nation, strong as a lion, powerful as tigers, give honor to your 
Master, as is written: "Therefore shall the strong people glorify 
You..." (Yeshayah 25:3). They heard the sound of legions and 
encampments that said, "Yours, Hashem, is the greatness, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty..." (I Divrei 
Hayamim 29:11) until "which is exalted above all blessing and 
praise" (Nechemyah 9:5). They were filled with wonder, and left. 
During this time, the day became bright. They turned their heads and 
saw the entire wilderness covered in clouds of glory that shine and 
sparkle in a multitude of colors.
 

 

214. One said to the other, Certainly, the Holy One, blessed be He, 
wishes to be praised with praises of the generation of the 
wilderness, since there never existed such a lofty generation as that 
generation and there will not be until the coming of King Messiah. 
Certainly, all that we were shown by the Holy One, blessed be He, 
was only to inform us about their Master's great love for them, to let 
us know that they have a good portion and merit the World to Come. 
In the future, when the Holy One, blessed be He, will revive the dead, 
these, THE WILDERNESS GENERATION, will be destined to rise first, 
as it says, "The dead men of Your people shall live" (Yeshayah 
26:19). That refers to the desert generation.
 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/39%20-%20Shlach%20Lecha.htm (55 of 89)2004/07/07 23:12:41



1

 

 
 
30. Three sounds that are never lost 
Rabbi Shimon wishes to know about the echo, and he is told about three sounds that never get lost besides the sounds of Torah and prayer. These 
are: 1) the sound of a woman in labor; 2) the sound of the person when the soul escapes its body; and 3) the sound of a snake when it sheds its 
skin. These sounds, which are all of pain, linger in the air and wander around the world. When a person raises his voice those sounds are awakened, 
although the voice of the snake can only be aroused when a person beats something. One kind of sound follows its own kind, so on the day of Rosh 
Hashanah the sound of the Shofar awakens the sound of another Shofar.

215. He said to him, If you know something new that I am in want of 
knowing, please tell me. He said to him, Speak. He said, I wish to 
understand the echo. A person sounds his voice in the field or in any 
other place. Another voice returns AFTER THAT and it is not known 
WHERE IT COMES FROM. He said to him, Oh, holy devout one. 
About this matter, many voices were raised and several concepts 
were placed in front of the head of the Yeshivah. When the head of 
the Yeshivah descended, he said, This is how they explained it in the 
heavenly Yeshivah, and it is a precious secret.
 

 

216. Come and see: There are three sounds that never get lost; 
besides the sounds of Torah and prayer that ascend above and split 
the firmaments, there are these other sounds that do not ascend and 
yet do not get lost.
 

 

217. These are the three sounds: 1) The sound of a woman in labor, 
when she stands on a footstool, goes about and wanders in the air 
from one end to the other end of the world; 2) The sound of the 
person when the soul escapes his body loiters and wanders in the 
air from one end of the world to the other end, and 3) The sound of 
the snake when it sheds his skin loiters in the air and wanders 
around the world from one end to the other.
 

 

218. Oh, holy pious one, how great and important is this matter. 
What is produced by these sounds and whereto do they enter and 
dwell? These sounds are of pain. They linger and wander in the air 
and travel from one end of the world to the other, and enter into 
cracks and tunnels in the dust and lie hidden there. When a person 
sounds his voice, they are awakened toward that voice. ONLY the 
voice of the snake is not roused towards the voice of man. How does 
it awaken then? By beating. That is, when a person beats AT 
SOMETHING, the sound of the snake that was hidden there, IN AN 
EMPTY PLACE OR IN THE FIELD, reverberates to the sound of that 
BEATING, but not towards another HUMAN voice. A sound 
reverberates to a sound; HOWEVER, a kind goes after its own kind. 
THIS IS TO SAY THAT THE FIRST TWO SOUNDS WHICH ARE OF 
HUMANS ARE AWAKENED TOWARDS OTHER HUMAN SOUNDS, 
AND THE THIRD SOUND, WHICH IS OF THE SNAKE, GETS STIRRED 
UP TOWARD A BEATING SOUND.
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219. Consequently, on the day of Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New 
Year), the sound of the Shofar awakens the sound of another Shofar, 
THE SECRET OF THE SOUND OF BINAH. One sort follows its own 
sort. The manner of the snake is inclined for evil, to kill and to beat. 
Thus, in the voice of a real PERSON, no snake sound gets stirred. It 
only follows its own type and this happens when a person hits the 
ground with a stick, which is a sound that calls its kind. Then the 
sound of the snake awakens to answer its own type and this is a 
hidden secret.
 

 

220. Rabbi Shimon said, Certainly this is a hidden matter. I wonder 
why King Solomon was not aware of this, SINCE HE SAID, "THERE 
ARE THREE THINGS...THE PATH OF A SNAKE UPON A 
ROCK" (Mishlei 30:18-19). He said to him, King Solomon knew, but 
not that much. However, what he did not know was of that sound, 
what benefit it has and how it is settled.
 

 

221. The head of the Yeshivah said it this way. This specific point is 
what Solomon the king did not know, since that sound is composed 
of the Ruach, the Nefesh, the breath of the bones and the 
composition of the flesh. AND THE SOUND hovers in the air and 
each one OF THOSE THREE separated from each other. WHEN THE 
SOUND reaches that place where it entered, it sits as if dead. All the 
wizards and magicians are aware of these areas with their witchcraft; 
they bend themselves to the ground and hear these sounds, to 
which the Ruach, Nefesh and breath of the bones connect. They 
inform them of the matters THAT THEY INQUIRE ABOUT, and it is 
written: "A medium, out of the ground" (Yeshayah 29:4). That is why 
Solomon pursued the knowledge of what happens with this sound, 
and could not find out. Praised is your lot, Rabbi, that you have 
discerned a clear truth.
 

 

222. When a person raises a sound, that sound is instantly 
awakened, OF THE WOMAN GIVING BIRTH OR OF THE DEPARTURE 
OF THE SOUL. It is not authorized to be longer, just EQUAL TO the 
sound that the person aroused and not more. If a person prolongs 
his voice, it does not extend its sound as much with him, but rather 
it gets roused at the end of the voice OF THE PERSON, since it is 
incapable of being prolonged. What is the reason? It is because 
when it first left him, it was extended from one end of the world to 
the other end of the world. Now that it has entered there, it cannot 
extend the sound any more, since there is no more room there to 
extend it as before.
 

 

223. Rabbi Shimon rejoiced and said, If I would have deserved to 
hear only this, it would have been sufficient to make me happy, since 
I managed to hear words of truth about that world. He said to him, 
Oh, holy pious one. If you would have known the rejoicing in these 
matters about that world in the presence of the head of the Yeshivah, 
you would have rejoiced even more.
 

 

 
 
31. "And Joseph shall put his hand on your eyes" 
We learn that we must close the eyes of a dead person because the eyes are the colors of this world, and the appearance and shape of this world is 
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contained in them, so this world and its appearance must be closed off to him. It was Joseph who closed his father's eyes because he was so 
beloved, and with this action he was taking his father's sight now that his father's sight from this world is lost. From that point on his father is 
having a different sight of the other world prepared for him. During the time of the resurrection of the dead, not the tiniest thing will occur of the 
activities of this world; everything will first be destroyed and the person will be purified, and then his body will be made like a new creation. This is 
like it is now in the upper world even before the resurrection.

224. He said to him, What new discovery was there now when you 
came to me? He said, The teacher of the Yeshivah opened the 
discussion saying, "And Joseph shall put his hand on your 
eyes" (Beresheet 46:4). THAT IS A TIDING of gladness. HE 
INQUIRES: Why is it required to close the eyes of a dead one? HE 
RESPONDS: Since the eyes are the colors of this world and the 
appearance and shape of this world is contained in them, IT 
FOLLOWS THAT WITH THE CLOSING OF THE EYES, he closes off to 
him this world and its appearance. When his eyes are closed, the 
entire world is dimmed to him AND IF they dim for him the sight of 
his eyes, he has no sight of this world from there onwards. Rabbi 
Shimon said, The expositions of those who went before us are 
beautiful; their wisdom surpasses those of the holy angels.
 

 

225. He said to him: Why should it have been Joseph who placed his 
hand rather than all the other sons? If you think that he told him so 
as a result of his good tidings, THAT JOSEPH IS STILL ALIVE, then it 
should have said, 'You shall see Joseph alive'. WHY DID HE SAY: 
"AND JOSEPH SHALL PUT HIS HAND ON YOUR EYES"? He said to 
him: "put his hand" is because he was his beloved. Therefore, he 
closed from him the light of this world and he took it himself. 
Whoever closes the eyes of his beloved shows by that: Your sight 
from this world is lost, and I take your sight instead. From now on, 
they will prepare for you a different sight of that world. THIS IS THE 
REASON THAT THIS MATTER WAS GIVEN TO JOSEPH, SINCE HE 
WAS MORE BELOVED TO JACOB THAN ANY OF HIS SONS.
 

 

226. Rabbi Shimon asked, What good will this provide to the dead 
and what benefit is there in it? Whoever will ask about this, IT IS 
NECESSARY to tell him that there is a need to open the eyes OF THE 
DEAD in order to show him that he is still ready to return to 
appearance in this world as before - MEANING, HE WILL BE 
RESURRECTED WITH THE DEAD TO LIFE.
 

 

227. He said to him, Oh, holy pious one. Certainly, if the sight of this 
world were not closed off to him entirely and he didn't lose it 
completely, he would have no sight and portion in that next world, 
for this world has an opposite polarity from the world that we are in. 
During the time of the resurrection of the dead, even the tiniest thing 
will not occur of the activities of this world, since everything will first 
be destroyed by that dew, MEANING THE DEW OF LIFE'S REVIVAL. 
It will remove from him all the filth and then he will become like 
dough, and from it the body will be made like a new creation. So it is 
here, IN THE UPPER WORLD EVEN BEFORE THE RESURRECTION.
 

 

 
 
32. The garments of that world 
Rabbi Shimon knows that those he is speaking with are dressed with the dear robe of a purely holy body and wonders whether anything similar 
happens in this world. He is answered with the story of Esther who put on her royal apparel and went to see King Ahasuerus; he saw her clothed in 
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a robe of light and he lost his soul for an instant. Mordechai too was enshrouded in the robes of that world. Rabbi Shimon understands that the just 
in this world get shrouded with the robe of Malchut. The Satan wants to prevent the righteous from being garbed in the pure and holy garment 
because as soon as they are so robed all the bad inclinations are removed. The spirits tell Rabbi Shimon why they visit the cemetery at the 
beginning of every night.

228. Rabbi Shimon said to him, I certainly am aware that you are 
dressed there with the dear robe of a pure holy body. HE ASKS: Is 
there something similar in this world? IS THERE a person who 
appears here in that body, as you stand in that world?
 

 

229. He said to him, This matter was asked by two youths, MEANING 
YOUNG MEN, in the presence of the dean of the Yeshivah. They were 
clothed among us after suffering pain about a sin that is improper to 
reveal, and this question was put to the head of the Yeshivah. He 
replied that something similar happened in this world. How do we 
know? Since it is written: "Now it came to pass on the third day, that 
Esther put on her royal apparel" (Ester 5:1), MEANING that she was 
robed in the fashion of that world, Malchut, WHICH MEANS HERE, 
the Holy Spirit. For the Kingdom of Heaven, WHICH IS MALCHUT IN 
ZEIR ANPIN THAT IS CALLED HEAVEN, blows a wind (spirit) from 
the spirit of the air of that world, and Esther was robed in it.
 

 

230. When she entered in the presence of King Ahasuerus and he 
saw that robe of light, her form seemed to him like an angel of 
Elohim, and he lost his soul for an instant. Mordechai too WAS 
ENSHROUDED IN THE ROBES OF THAT WORLD, as is written: "And 
Mordechai went out from the presence of the king in royal (lit. 'of 
Malchut') apparel" (Ester 8:15), verily the apparel of Malchut that is 
the form of that world. Therefore, it is written: "Because the fear of 
Mordechai had fallen upon them" (Ester 9:3), the fear of Mordechai 
and not the fear of Ahasuerus, THAT IS, NOT BECAUSE Ahasuerus 
HAD MADE HIM GREAT, BUT RATHER BECAUSE OF HIS GARMENT 
OF THAT WORLD. Rabbi Shimon said, How sweet are these matters. 
Praised is my lot. I am aware that the just in this world get shrouded 
with that robe that is called the robe of Malchut, and that is definitely 
so.
 

 

231. He said to him, The air of the Garden of Eden is the blowing of 
the Holy Spirit and the righteous are robed in it similarly to how they 
existed in this world. Then, the Holy Spirit dwells upon the head of 
each individual. He gets adorned with it and it becomes a crown to 
him. The same happened to Mordechai, since it is written: "in 
apparel" of Malchut, WHICH MEANS in the form of that world. After 
that, "and with a great crown of gold"; that is, in the crown that rests 
on the heads of the righteous in that world. When the children of 
Yisrael accepted the Torah, they also had similar to this, MEANING 
THE ROBES OF THAT WORLD, until they sinned, as is written: "And 
the children of Yisrael stripped themselves of their ornaments by the 
Mount Horeb" (Shemot 33:6).
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232. Similarly, we find written about Joshua, the High Priest, "Take 
off the filthy garments from him...and clothed him with 
garments" (Zecharyah 3:4-5). These are the robes of that world. 
From here, WE DERIVE our earlier words THAT THERE IS A NEED 
TO FIRST CLOSE THE EYES FROM ALL SIGHTS OF THIS WORLD, 
WHICH ARE CONSIDERED AS FILTHY GARMENTS. THEN YOU 
COULD DESERVE TO SEE THE SIGHT OF THAT WORLD, WHICH 
ARE NEW ROBES, WITH WHICH THEY DRESSED JOSHUA. From 
here, we learn that during the entire period that the body of this 
world, WHICH IS REFERRED TO AS "FILTHY GARMENTS," is in 
existence in the grave, the spirit does not acquire the robe of that 
world, since it is written first: "Take off the filthy garments from 
him." Then it is written: "And clothed him with garments." AND IT IS 
WRITTEN: "And the angel of Hashem stood by" (Ibid. 5). HE 
INQUIRES: What is the meaning of "stood"? HE RESPONDS: Only 
that this is the crown, referred to as the angel of Hashem, that 
stands upon the heads of the righteous, AS MENTIONED BEFORE. 
That is WHAT IS WRITTEN: "stood," MEANING it stands above the 
head after they are adorned with this dear garment.
 

 

233. Two bodies together cannot exist. As long as the one OF THIS 
WORLD exists, the spirit cannot accept another ROBE FROM THAT 
WORLD. When this one, FROM THIS WORLD, gets removed, the 
other one is instantly ready. Assuredly, this one leaves and that one 
enters. It is similar to the Good Inclination and bad inclination in this 
world, both of which the Holy One, blessed be He, does not wish to 
exist simultaneously in one BODY. IF THE BAD INCLINATION 
DOMINATES, THE GOOD INCLINATION FLEES AND IF THE GOOD 
INCLINATION DOMINATES, THE BAD INCLINATION FLEES.
 

 

234. He said to him, I wonder about what is written: "And the 
adversary standing at his right hand to thwart him" (Ibid. 1). If it is 
this way with Joshua, the son of Josedech, it could most definitely 
happen to the rest of the people. He said to him, Holy pious one, how 
hidden and concealed those matters are. Although our friends are 
familiar with matters of that world, they are unable to comprehend 
such secrets.
 

 

235. He said to him, Since a person is in that world, what benefit is 
there for the Satan to thwart him? He is not satisfied that he already 
took his soul and killed him? He said to him, Oh, pious, holy one, 
praised is your lot. Come and observe. The only desire that the 
Satan had was to prevent that righteous one, JOSHUA SON OF 
JOSEDECH, from getting robed in this pure and holy garment. As 
soon as the Satan realized that his dress, THAT IS, THE SOILED 
GARMENTS, were pushed aside and were not considered worthy, he 
then tried to thwart him. What is the reason? Because once he gets 
robed in that dear garment, instantly that soiled garment and the evil 
activity of the Satan would be voided and removed from the world. 
THAT IS WHY the Satan tried to prevent this.
 

 

236. In addition, as long as he did not get dressed IN THE SHROUD 
OF THAT WORLD, the spirit visits that soiled body of his, and the 
Satan is pleased. However, as soon as he dressed up in that dear 
shroud OF THAT WORLD, all types of the bad inclinations were 
voided, his body was removed and there was never any memory of it.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/39%20-%20Shlach%20Lecha.htm (60 of 89)2004/07/07 23:12:41



1

237. If you should ask here, we THE SPIRITS visit the cemetery at the 
beginning of each night, EVEN IF THE BODY HAS ALREADY BEEN 
REMOVED FROM THE WORLD. THE QUESTION MUST BE POSED 
AS TO WHY WE VISIT THE GRAVE. HE RESPONDS: This visit is not 
about the body, but rather about the Nefesh. As long as the flesh ON 
THE BODY is still in existence, the Ruach visits the Nefesh and the 
Nefesh visits the body. However, WHEN THE FLESH OF THE BODY 
DISAPPEARED FROM THE WORLD, our visiting is to the Nefesh that 
has quieted down and remained embedded in the bones OF THE 
BODY, SINCE A CERTAIN BONE WILL ALWAYS REMAIN IN THE 
GRAVE, FROM WHICH IT IS BUILT AT THE RESURRECTION OF THE 
DEAD. Therefore, at the beginning of each night, the visiting of the 
spirit is for the Nefesh and not for the flesh.
 

 

 
 
33. Building the body of man 
Rabbi Shimon is told about the composition of a man's spirit and flesh; when the man dies only the part that was given by the Holy Spirit and its 
Chariots endures. The Satan stands by to thwart a person as long as his flesh is in existence but once the flesh is consumed he loses his authority 
to do this.

238. Oh, pious, holy one. Rise and I will divulge to you concealed 
matters. The composition of a man's spirit is this: HIS spirit is 
DRAWN FROM the Holy Spirit, WHICH IS MALCHUT. HIS Neshamah 
IS DRAWN from the Tree of Life. And since the Holy Spirit, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, grants of its strength, its Chariots give of their power 
immediately. Their power is the bones and limbs; all are from the 
side of MALCHUT'S CHARIOTS, and correct each other, THAT IS, 
BONE OVER BONE AND LIMB OVER LIMB. The Other Side provides 
the flesh and from his side, only the flesh is provided and nothing 
else. His, THE OTHER SIDE'S, Chariots provide all the veins and 
arteries to carry the blood to the flesh. After these give their energy, 
the heavens, THAT ARE ZEIR ANPIN, provide their energies. What 
does this consist of? It is the skin that is spread over all of it, as they 
are, MEANING LIKE THE HEAVENS THAT SURROUND AND 
ENCOMPASS EVERYTHING.
 

 

239. Following this, heavens and earth are joined together, THAT IS, 
ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, and provide these four foundations: 
fire, water, air and dust, to protect these and to cover everything. 
Then, WHEN IT DIES, each one takes back his part that he provided 
TO THAT BODY, and it becomes void. The part of the Holy Spirit and 
its Chariots THAT WAS PROVIDED TO THE PERSON endures. The 
Holy Spirit: Behold, its spirit and the Neshamah exist, and they 
ascend above. The Chariots of the Holy Spirit, behold their bones 
endure. Therefore, the importance of the body is the bones and it is 
written: "And make strong your bones" (Yeshayah 58:11), but flesh 
is not mentioned this way.
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240. As long as the flesh from the Other Side stays in existence, the 
Satan is standing there to thwart. Once the flesh is consumed, he 
loses his authority to thwart. Since he has no element of support, HE 
NO LONGER HAS A PART IN HIM. About this, it is written: "His flesh 
is consumed away that it cannot be seen; and his bones that were 
not seen stick out" (Iyov 33:21). "THAT IT CANNOT BE SEEN" 
MEANS the Satan, who is ready to denounce, but who is unable to 
see because "his flesh is consumed." "His bones that were not seen 
stick out" means that they are not seen by the Satan who would get 
close to him, since he has no part in him once each is detached, 
MEANING EVERY BONE from its place. He cannot prosecute them 
and be there to denounce them. After the flesh is consumed, no 
judgment can be obtained and he is not available to incriminate, 
since he has no element of support. And he does not mention that 
person in any way in the world. Rabbi Shimon said, Now I 
understand these things properly, MEANING WHAT IT IS WRITTEN, 
"AND THE ADVERSARY STANDING AT HIS RIGHT HAND TO 
THWART HIM." Certainly, he can incriminate him, AS LONG AS HE 
HAS NOT YET REMOVED HIS SOILED GARMENTS.
 

 

 
 
34. Women are light-minded 
Rabbi Shimon is told that his question about the lightness of women's minds is forbidden to ask. However, he can be told about the light cloud upon 
which Hashem rides, that is called Da'at of that bride, the fear of Hashem, and that is positioned in the center as the uppermost Da'at.

241. He said to him, Rabbi, gird yourself with your weapon and 
prepare yourself. If you wish to understand the matters which you 
have started to study, tell me. He said to him, Certainly, I know that 
my wife is dead, since I know nothing about her. But the friends do 
know ABOUT HER. What is the reason that women have a light mind 
(Heb. da'at)?
 

 

242. He said to him, Da'at OF ZEIR ANPIN comes in six levels and 
each one takes its part. Whatever remains is light. But the precious 
one, were it not for the wife of foolishness that joined her... Do not 
inquire about this, SINCE IT IS FORBIDDEN TO ASK ABOUT THIS. I 
know, IN RELATION TO WHAT YOU SAID THAT YOUR WIFE IS 
DEAD, AND THAT YOU KNOW NOTHING WHATSOEVER ABOUT 
HER, that you did not ask about your wife. However, IT IS 
PERMITTED TO ASK about the verse: "Behold, Hashem rides upon a 
swift cloud" (Yeshayah 19:1). That light cloud is called Da'at of that 
bride, the fear of Hashem, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and she is 
positioned in the center, as the uppermost Da'at. Yet she is 
considered light and I know what your question is.
 

 

 
 
35. Pillars and circles 
The spirit tells Rabbi Shimon about the inner hall of the court in the temple house and about its twelve entrances over each of which is marked the 
name of one of the twelve tribes. Each person must come in at the entrance of his own tribe. We hear about the living pillars and the song of praise 
that they sing, a new song. The spirit talks of Sarai and Abram and the renewal of their youth in their ability to have children. He tells Rabbi Shimon 
of great marvels to do with the pillars and the letters that move and roll, and he describes wonderful images of lions and apples and eagles and 
rings. At the end he says the eagles raise their voice and chant a lovely melody, then hide.
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243. However, start to gird your weapon and tie your knot, since it is 
time to divulge, as you started the matter. Upon the width of the 
temple house, there is the inner hall of the court. At that court are 
twelve entrances according to the number of the tribes of Yisrael. On 
one entrance, it is written Reuben. On the second entrance, it is 
written Shimon. Similarly, the rest of the tribes of Yisrael are marked 
on these entrances during the period when they will come up to be 
seen in the presence of the Master of the world. Whoever enters at 
the opening that is marked Reuben, the entrances accept him if he is 
from Reuben's tribe. If not, THE ENTRANCES expel him to the 
exterior. Similarly with all of them, the entrances do not accept 
anyone unless they are from the tribe that is marked on them. That 
way, each one gets investigated and identified.
 

 

244a. And 365 pillars of glowing light are on each side of the four 
sides IN THE COURT. All these pillars are called living pillars, since 
their light does not remain still in one position, since some of these 
PILLARS ascend and some descend, and make room for each other. 
Those ascending strike at each other and sing a tune and so also do 
those that descend.
 

 

244b. Which tune do the ascending PILLARS sing? That is an 
anonymous tune, NO NAME IS MENTIONED AS TO WHO 
COMPOSED IT. "A psalm. O sing to Hashem a new song; for He has 
done marvelous things..." (Tehilim 98:1). HE INQUIRES: "A new 
song"? Is there such a thing as an old song? It is only that song 
through which, until the present, the angels have not praised Him 
yet, since it is new. What is the reason that it is new? It is because it 
is him that renews his youth, MEANING THE YOUTH METATRON, 
who praises him and says it. So spoke the head of the Yeshivah. 
METATRON is considered new and he is new, BECAUSE IT 
REVITALIZES HIS YOUTH REGULARLY and it is because he is 
attached to the sun, THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, and is not separated from 
it. This excludes the Other Side, which contains nothing new, as is 
written of it: "And there is nothing new" (Kohelet 1:9) since he is old 
and wilted and does not refresh.
 

 

245. Again, the head of the Yeshivah began. Sarah was rejuvenated 
with delight, as her level, THAT IS A FEMALE, brought it, as written: 
"After I am grown old shall I have pleasure (Heb. ednah) (lit. 
'pleasure was to me')" (Beresheet 18:12). What is "ednah"? That is 
the continuation of the supernal Eden, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH. Since 
it was drawn upon her from the feminine aspect, it is written with 
Hei. Therefore, it is written "was," using a feminine and not a 
masculine suffix.
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246. "My lord being old also" (Ibid.). HE ASKS: Because he is aged, 
is he not ready to have children? WE FIND THAT OLD PEOPLE CAN 
ALSO HAVE CHILDREN. HE REPLIES: However, she said something 
significant IN SAYING, due to that old one, WHICH IS THE OTHER 
SIDE, THAT HAS NO REJUVENATION OR FECUNDITY AS 
MENTIONED. ABRAM is not rejuvenated and producing children, 
because if THE OTHER SIDE would have produced offspring, he 
would have made the world blurred. About this, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, replied, "Why did Sarah laugh..." (Ibid. 13). THAT IS 
TO SAY, SAYING THAT OLD ONE OF THE OTHER SIDE IS 
DOMINANT IN ABRAM. HE ASKS: You may wonder that it is written: 
"And Abram was old, advanced in age (lit. 'coming with 
days')" (Beresheet 24:1), SO WE SEE THAT EVEN THE SCRIPTURE 
CONSIDERS ABRAM OLD. HE REPLIES: It is only because THE 
VERSE READS "coming with days," meaning that he is coming with 
days, the high days above OF ZEIR ANPIN, that renew their 
youthfulness like an eagle. Therefore, DUE TO THOSE HIGHER 
DAYS, this melody OF: "A PSALM. O SING TO HASHEM A NEW 
SONG" is the tune of that new one, WHICH IS METATRON, WHO IS 
ATTACHED TO THE HIGHER DAYS OF ZEIR ANPIN. "Have gained 
Him the victory" (Tehilim 98:1): Have gained who the victory? That 
is, gain victory to the new one, WHO CONTAINS the right of the King 
up high, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and His arm, MEANING, ALSO THE 
LEFT. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN: "HIS RIGHT HAND, AND HIS 
HOLY ARM" (IBID.).
 

 

247. UNTIL HERE, HE EXPLAINED THE SONG OF THE PILLARS 
THAT ARE ASCENDING UPWARDS. AND NOW HE EXPLAINS, Those 
PILLARS that descend FROM ABOVE DOWNWARDS also sing the 
music and chant another authorless song, MEANING THAT NO 
NAME IS ASCRIBED TO ITS COMPOSER. What is it? That is "a 
psalm of thanksgiving" (Tehilim 100:1), which is also authorless.
 

 

248. The light OF THE PILLARS appears as one light and when they 
roll around, five phases of light appear in each pillar. These pillars 
are all hollowed from the inside and, when they go up and down, 
flames of fire are spurting out similar to pomegranates and 
blossoms. Above each individual pillar are situated three apples, to 
which three colors are attracted - red, green, white. In each 
individual color glow prominently letters from green flames of fire, 
which never rest. There is no one that will understand AND HAVE 
ANY CONCEPTION OF THEM.
 

 

249. Four embroidered circles expand and encircle each and every 
pillar OF THE 365 PILLARS MENTIONED ABOVE THAT ARE ON 
EACH SIDE OF THE COURT. In these circles, there are great marvels. 
When they turn, they exude tongues of gold and precious stones 
and they instantly get gathered back into them. They do not fall to 
the ground. During the period when these tongues of gold and 
precious stones are exuding, a sound is heard from within the 
turning of the circles that says, "'This is the heritage of the servants 
of Hashem and the recompense of their righteousness appointed by 
Me,' says Hashem" (Yeshayah 54:17).
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250. There are two lions in each individual circle, one lion from one 
side and one lion from the other side. All are of green fire. THE 
LIONS embrace each other in the orbit in which the circles turn, and 
all go in a circle attached one to the other. When the pillars rise, the 
lions roar at each other and apples fly in the air ascending above 
and knock each other in the air. Then they return to their spot and 
from there they drop. The lions extend their paws to receive them 
AND THE APPLES rise on their own. Oh, pious, holy one, who saw 
the wisdom of this craftsmanship that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
fashioned in those pillars!
 

 

251. At midday, two eagles leave in each individual ring. They rest on 
the heads of the lions. At that point, the pillars and the rings become 
still and stay in their position. Apples fall onto the eagles' mouths 
and they accept them, and instantly, THE APPLES fly from mouth to 
mouth. About an hour and a half later, the eagles raise their voice 
and chant a lovely melody, then hide.
 

 

 
 
36. "Half of them towards the eastern sea..." 
We hear that the teacher of Yeshivah explained the verse, "And on that day, living water shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them towards the 
eastern sea, and half toward the western sea," and then that a child's voice was heard questioning his explanation. The child was brought into the 
Yeshivah and expounded upon the verse, and then said 27 explanations in the Torah. We learn that the child had died because he openly 
embarrassed his teacher in front of everyone with argumentative questions. Lastly he speaks about two cherubim in the center of the court, 
underneath which all the children of Yisrael are destined to stand and receive their illumination.

252. Around the pillars, there exist network carpets of embroidery, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATING BINAH THAT IS 
ENSHROUDED THERE. IT IS ENMESHED, ENTWINED AND KNOTTED 
TOGETHER WITH MALCHUT AND THEREFORE IT IS CALLED A 
COVERING OF EMBROIDERY. IT IS KNITTED from red fire, WHICH IS 
THE ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT, and from white fire, WHICH IS 
THE ILLUMINATION OF THE RIGHT, and gold strands, WHICH IS THE 
LEFT ILLUMINATION IN BINAH CALLED GOLD. It is encircled from 
all directions by a spring of water, as it says, "And on that day, living 
water shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them towards the eastern 
(also: 'primordial') sea, and half toward the western (last) 
sea" (Zecharyah 14:8).
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253. The head of the Yeshivah explained this verse inside and his 
voice was heard on the outside. When he finished explaining this 
verse, a child's voice was raised outside. THAT WAS the child that 
left his teaching and learned in the presence of a pillar of the world, 
the son of Rabbi Yehuda from Ravit Anat, WHICH IS A NAME OF A 
PLACE. He was being held BY PROSECUTING ANGELS to be judged 
and his voice was raised on the outside. WHEN HE HEARD of this 
verse FROM THE MOUTH OF THE TEACHER OF THE YESHIVAH, he 
said, How could waters that are below IN JERUSALEM rise to a place 
that is higher from it by several steps, MEANING TO THE 
PRIMORDIAL SEA, WHICH IS BINAH? FURTHERMORE, what need is 
there for those waters above, IN BINAH? AND FURTHERMORE, how 
could a place that all the water springs and rivers leave from, and 
where there is no discontinuation to THOSE springs and rivers THAT 
EXIT FROM THERE WHICH IS THE PRIMORDIAL SEA, THAT IS 
BINAH, be irrigated from a dry place, WHICH IS JERUSALEM? 
Whoever saw a hole that has been dug giving water to a water spring 
that flows? Could Jerusalem give water to the primordial sea, which 
is a location from where all the waters come and flow? Oh, pious, 
holy one, HE SAID TO RABBI SHIMON, to this voice. Everyone who 
was there from the members of the Yeshivah became quiet and 
listened. Therefore, the prosecutors could not get close to him AND 
JUDGE HIM.
 

 

254. Rabbi Shimon cried. He said to him, Do not cry, holy luminary. 
Praised is your lot that even children speak of you, BECAUSE OF 
YOUR MERIT IN concealed secrets in the Torah. Come and I will tell 
you what the Yeshivah members did for the sake of that child's 
voice. When the voice of the child entered inside piercing like an 
arrow, everyone paid attention. At that time, the head of the 
Yeshivah was startled, as were all those that were in his presence, 
so he said, Who are those that do not allow this one, a son of a living 
Elohim, to enter? Three pillars, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF 
ILLUMINATION IN THE THREE COLUMNS, that were standing in front 
of the head of the Yeshivah rose and held on to him, and he entered. 
All the members of the Yeshivah gathered around him. The head of 
the Yeshivah said, Speak your verse, holy son.
 

 

255. THAT CHILD said, Until now I was afraid, since I was from a 
different Yeshivah. That is what they told me when those 
prosecutors held on to me. He said to him, Do not fear, holy son. 
Here you will stay with us seven days and you will wash yourself 
with the holy dew every day. Then, they will take you up to that 
Yeshivah of the rest of the children here.
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256. That child opened the discussion saying, "And it shall come to 
pass, on that day" (Zecharyah 14:9). HE ASKS: "That": It is not 
known which it is. HE REPLIES: It is only wherever "that day" is 
mentioned, it is the last of days. Why is it called "that (Heb. hahu) 
day"? It is only because it is a day in which the end is connected to 
the beginning, WHICH IS BINAH. Its beginning is referred to as "he 
(Heb. hu)," as it says: "But the Levites shall do the service (lit. 'serve 
him')" (Bemidbar 18:23), since the performance of the Levite is for 
the level that is called "he" (Heb. hu) that is concealed and hidden. 
BECAUSE IT IS HIDDEN, IT IS THEREFORE CALLED "HE" (HEB. HU) 
IN THE THIRD PERSON. When it is read Hahu WITH THE DEFINITE 
ARTICLE HEI, WHICH IS MALCHUT, it comes to indicate that the end 
of all the levels, THAT IS MALCHUT, is the beginning OF THE STEPS, 
WHICH IS BINAH, since all is one. Since THE WORD HAHU is the 
end, MEANING MALCHUT, Hei was added to it, MEANING THE HEI 
THAT IS MALCHUT WAS ADDED TO THE WORD HU, WHICH IS 
BINAH, WHICH IS ENVELOPED WITHIN MALCHUT WITH THE 
RESULT THAT THE WORD HAHU IS MALCHUT, BUT ONLY WHEN 
BINAH IS ENVELOPED WITHIN HER.
 

 

257. Jerusalem is destined to produce water and to become a 
flowing spring. Here it would be possible to say that the end of all 
steps, REFERRED TO BY HAHU, is not Jerusalem. However, 
Jerusalem and "that day" are most certainly all one, SINCE BOTH 
ARE MALCHUT. What is the difference between this and this? It is 
only that when Jerusalem gets surrounded by all her holy steps she 
is called Jerusalem. That is the way they appear. There are steps that 
surround, called the Temple court. These are the inner ones and 
some SURROUND IT from outside. There are steps FURTHER 
WITHIN, when they surround, called chambers. There are steps when 
they surround that are called the temple and the sanctuary. At the 
innermost of all these steps, there is one point: "The king's daughter 
is all glorious within" (Tehilim 45:14). THAT IS THE SECRET OF THE 
POINT OF MANULA (ENG. 'LOCK') THAT IS HIDDEN AND STORED IN 
MALCHUT WITHIN THE INNERMOST. That point is called "that day." 
This is derived from "(Heb. Hahu) which was called the 
land" (Devarim 3:13). THAT IS, MALCHUT IS CALLED LAND, BUT 
JUST HER HIDDEN POINT.
  

258. When "that day" will be established, WHICH IS THE POINT OF 
THE HIDDEN LOCK, THAT IS, AT THE END OF CORRECTION, from 
the networks in the court, WHICH ARE THE SECRETS OF THE 
ILLUMINATION OF BINAH THAT IS ENVELOPED IN MALCHUT, a 
spring of water will rise. That spring will come from the primordial 
sea THAT IS BINAH, FROM WHICH IT CONTINUES TO MALCHUT, 
AND IS LIKE a mother that has her son between her arms. Due to the 
great amount of milk that he suckles, his mouth is filled up and 
overflowing, UNTIL he returns the milk to his mother's mouth. That 
is meant by "half of them towards the primordial sea."
 

 

259. The head of the Yeshivah took him and kissed him. He said to 
him, On your life! That is the way they explained it in the Yeshivah of 
the heavens. And that certainly is so. "The last sea" MEANS her last 
steps, MEANING THE LOCKING POINT. Oh, pious holy one, SAID 
THE SOUL TO RABBI SHIMON, how much gladness over happiness 
was added by that child between the members of the Yeshivah. The 
child said 27 explanations in the Torah, and seventy crowns were 
adorned to his father on that day. Praised is the lot of someone who 
deserved to teach his son. Rabbi Shimon inquired, Did not his father 
deserve to teach him? He replied that his father died.
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260. A hidden secret was with that child, why he departed from the 
world and why they wished to have him judged, and he was saved 
from it. That is because he openly embarrassed his teacher in front 
of everybody with the argumentative questions and difficulties that 
he posed to him, FOR HE WAS UNABLE TO SETTLE THEM IN 
RESPONSE. He was not afraid to go to another TEACHER to improve 
his studies and thereby his teacher's mind was diminished. 
Consequently, they wished to judge him harshly. Therefore, even 
though he was saved from the court officials, he was not saved here, 
as seven days passed by before his image was perfected. When he 
washed, it was with great pain in front of everyone all these seven 
days, until his image was completed. Do not ask why he departed 
from the world. Oh, Rabbi. Oh Rabbi. Praised is your lot.
 

 

261. HE NOW RETURNS TO EXPLAIN IN ANOTHER MANNER AND IN 
OTHER WORDS, WHAT IT SAYS IN THE VERSE: "HALF OF THEM 
TOWARDS THE PRIMORDIAL SEA." Come and see, Under the ring of 
those networks that exist there, IN THE COURTYARD, THAT IS THE 
SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF BINAH THAT IS IN MALCHUT 
THAT IS PLEATED WITH HER, AS MENTIONED. In these waters of 
the flowing spring THAT EXIST THERE, there is one distinct spring 
that expands and flows out and enters the great sea; THAT IS THE 
SECRET OF MALCHUT FROM THE ASPECT OF CHOCHMAH. It 
delineates in it a path to the heart of the sea, WHERE THE 
DOMINATION OF MALCHUT THAT IS SWEETENED BY BINAH 
EXISTS; THAT IS THE SECRET OF THE POINT OF MIFTECHA (ENG. 
'KEY'). From it, the Leviathan drinks until he is happily satiated, and 
grows and enlarges greatly. THAT IS THE SECRET OF "HALF OF 
THEM TOWARDS THE PRIMORDIAL SEA," MEANING TO THE 
HEART OF THE SEA. When another spring flows out, that spring 
continues to expand secretly under the depths, MEANING UNDER 
MALCHUT OF THE KEY REFERRED TO BY DEPTHS, into the last 
sea, THAT IS MALCHUT OF LOCK THAT IS HIDDEN. All these harsh 
and maligning waters he pushes and forces down, that they should 
not be able to harm the inhabitants of the world. This is derived from 
the verse: "Who makes a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty 
waters" (Yeshayah 43:16), NAMELY IN THE LAST SEA.
 

 

262. In the center of that court exist two cherubim, a product of 
craftsmanship by the Holy King. THAT IS THE SECRET OF SMALL 
FACE. The high ones and the lower grades are unable to stand on 
top of them, SINCE THEIR FIRST THREE SFIROT ARE COVERED 
WITH WINGS. But underneath them, THAT IS, IN THE ASPECT OF 
SIX EXTREMITIES OF THE FIRST THREE IN THEM, all Yisrael are 
destined to stand, MEANING TO RECEIVE THEIR ILLUMINATION, 
PROVIDED that they will not leave to go out from under their wings, 
MEANING THAT THEY WON'T PEEK AT THE FIRST THREE THAT 
ARE COVERED BY THE WINGS. All those that enter under the wings 
OF THE CHERUBS will be happy, since thirteen thousand towers of 
the sun, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, MEANING TWELVE PERMUTATIONS 
OF YUD HEI VAV HEI AND THAT WHICH CONTAINS THEM, THAT IS 
THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT, 
WHICH IS IN EACH OF THE THREE COLUMNS, illuminate upon the 
figures as required, MEANING THE CHERUBS. FIGURES MEANS 
MINIATURE FACES, AS IS WRITTEN: "OF FIGURED WORK" (II 
DIVREI HAYAMIM 3:10). The head of the Yeshivah gained through 
this, BY ENTERING UNDER THE WINGS OF THE CHERUBIM, to have 
all that glory.
 

 

 
 
37. The spirits of males and females that ascend above 
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We hear that every Sabbatical year all members of the faith ascend to the Yeshivah above in heaven; Metatron tells them new and old things, and 
there is great rejoicing.

263. Who could speak of all those things that get newly discovered 
in the presence of the head of the Yeshivah? Oh, Rabbi. Every time 
the spirits of males ascend above, precisely then the women leave 
and gather at the sanctuary of Batyah, THE DAUGHTER OF 
PHARAOH, and they rejoice there with several ancient matters. From 
there, they all go out and enter together, AND BATYAH with them, to 
the sanctuary of Serah, DAUGHTER OF ASHER, to rejoice with 
several matters, old and new. From there, they leave, AND SERAH is 
with them, and enter the sanctuary of Jochebed; likewise in all these 
sanctuaries.
 

 

264. Now, Rabbi, I will tell you one secret. Come and see: Each and 
every Sabbatical year, a proclamation is declared in the Garden of 
Eden: Gather together, men and women, and all those members of 
the Faith, and ascend. Then all get undressed and ascend, men, 
women and babies that stopped suckling, to the Yeshivah above in 
heaven, WHICH IS THE YESHIVAH OF METATRON, and rejoice about 
their ascension. And there is happiness upon happiness. The youth, 
MEANING METATRON, that has the keys of his Master in his hands, 
rises and tells them new and old things, and they all see gladness. 
There is no happiness such as that rejoicing.
 

 

265. Following that, they all enter inside. Many curtains and 
chambers are stored there, which illuminate in the pleasantness of 
Hashem within the chamber of love of the Holy One, blessed be He. 
This is what it is said: "To behold the beauty of Hashem, and to 
inquire in His temple" (Tehilim 27:4). Following this, the children 
WHO FINISHED SUCKLING MILK fly higher, MEANING TO A HIGHER 
YESHIVAH, and THE MEN AND WOMEN fly lower, SINCE THEIR 
PLACE IS THERE, to come back to their place IN THE LOWER 
GARDEN OF EDEN. AND THEY GET DRESSED THERE IN THEIR 
GARMENT as before. Praised is the nation for whom all the good of 
that world is waiting.
 

 

266. Rabbi Shimon said, How sweet are these things which I have 
heard. Praised is my lot that I managed to hear all these. Praised is 
the day that I left to come here. They said to him, Rabbi, we have 
authorization for three days to come to you. And after one day. Your 
gladness... (THE CONTINUATION IS MISSING).
 

 

 
 
38. The cry of the rooster 
The author says that after midnight Gabriel calls and then all the roosters of this world call, and we are told what words he calls out at each hour. 
Gabriel writes down all the activities of the world's inhabitants every day, and at night he reads everything he wrote during the day. We hear about 
the 365 sanctuaries in the inner part of the courtyard, and it is said that no one knows what is in those sanctuaries. The lights of the sanctuary on 
the east side are greater than those of the three other directions.
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267. (THE BEGINNING IS MISSING) he stretched from his side and 
was hidden and covered under an area that is called the cell of the 
runners until midnight. After midnight, a flame emerged from the 
pillar of Isaac, THAT IS THE LEFT COLUMN, and struck at the rooster 
called Gever (Eng. 'male/rooster'), WHO IS GABRIEL, similar to 
another gever higher above him - WHICH IS GVURAH OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, THE PILLAR OF ISAAC. Once THE FLAME IN THE LEFT 
COLUMN struck at the male, WHO IS GABRIEL, he called out and 
gave six sounds, and all were intelligent.
 

 

268. At the time he, MEANING GABRIEL, calls, all the roosters of this 
world call. Another flame emerges from him, FROM GABRIEL, 
reaches them under their wings and they call. What does he, 
GABRIEL, call? In the first hour, he calls and says: "The voice of 
Hashem is powerful; the voice of Hashem is full of majesty" (Tehilim 
29:3-9). In the second hour, he calls and says, "The voice of Hashem 
breaks the cedars." In the third hour, he calls and says: "The voice 
of Hashem divides the flames of fire." In the fourth hour, he calls and 
says: "The voice of Hashem shakes the wilderness..." In the fifth 
hour, he calls and says: "The voice of Hashem is upon the waters..." 
In the sixth hour, he calls and says: "The voice of Hashem makes the 
hinds to calve..." Then he says: "A voice says, 'Cry,' and he said, 
'what should I cry?'" (Yeshayah 40:6). That one is GABRIEL. He is 
the rooster that continues calling and does not get quieted. After 
that, he repeats and calls as before.
 

 

269. HE ASKS: What is GABRIEL crying AFTER THAT? HE REPLIES: 
He calls out all the activities of the people in the world, since he is 
the keeper of the case, MEANING THAT IN HIS AUSPICES IS THE 
CONTAINER THAT HOLDS ALL THE SCRIPT LETTERS AND THE 
FINAL JUDGMENTS AND EDICTS. The inkwell of the writer is at his 
waist and he writes down all the activities of the world's inhabitants 
every day. At night, after he finishes reading out all these calls 
MENTIONED ABOVE, he reads everything he wrote during the day.
 

 

270a. If not for the fingers of his feet that contain IN THEM two steps, 
one IS THE FINGER standing in the middle, which is large AND ONE 
IS THE FINGER that stands behind, which is small, IF NOT FOR 
THESE TWO FINGERS that deter him, he would have burned the 
world with his flames. What is done as soon as the morning light 
breaks and a thread of grace comes out of the south side? All join, 
MEANING THE MIDDLE FINGER WITH THE REAR FINGER, and they 
become two hoofs on EACH OF both legs, like a calf to uphold what 
is written: "And the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf's 
foot" (Yechezkel 1:7). You already know this secret. You asked about 
the branch of the threshing ground... (THE REST IS MISSING).
 

 

270b. In the inner part of this courtyard, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
MALCHUT, there are 365 sanctuaries, as the number of days in the 
year. At each and every entrance AT EACH SANCTUARY, it is 
written: "Peace be within your walls, and prosperity within your 
palaces" (Tehilim 122:7). It is not known what is in those 
sanctuaries, except that all encircle EACH OTHER in artistic 
tapestry; seven orders of gems ring within one another, in each and 
every one, MEANING IN EACH AND EVERY SANCTUARY.
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271. Oh, pious, holy one. How much the head of the Yeshivah was 
praising one sanctuary that was situated at the top of the east side 
of this court, because there are four ASPECTS in the court, to the 
four corners of the world - WHICH ARE CHESED AND GVURAH ON 
THE RIGHT, AND THE LEFT WHICH IS SOUTH AND NORTH, AND 
TIFERET AND MALCHUT ON THE EAST AND WEST. But the lights of 
the sanctuary on the east side are greater than all of them.
  

 
 
39. Two tears, one to Sagdon and one to Gilba 
We are told about the gem called Sagdon that the Leviathan pulled up from the depths of the great sea; on the day the gem was pulled up the temple 
house was destroyed. The gem is one of the two tears of God that He sheds when He remembers His children; the other tear is sunk in the depth 
called Gilba.

272. One day, the Leviathan goes out on the great sea. The entire 
ocean trembles and all the fish scatter in every direction. When the 
Leviathan reaches the entrance of the depth, he begins to rejoice 
that the depths are stilled there...(THE REST IS MISSING)...except for 
that one, which is similar to a spring. The lights get dimmer and all 
the lights are not visible, except the light in that sanctuary on the 
eastern side.
 

 

273. HE ASKS: The gem that the leviathan pulled out from that depth 
is called Sagdon. What is it made of? HE REPLIES: That day that the 
Leviathan pulled up THE GEM, and the ocean was shaking, was the 
day when the temple house was destroyed, the ninth of Av. About 
that gem, it is when the Holy One, blessed be He, remembers His 
children and spills two tears into the great ocean. One TEAR falls 
onto this depth called Sagdon and one TEAR drops into another 
depth called Gilba.
 

 

274. Five other depths exist in the great ocean but are not as 
important as these others, WHICH ARE SAGDON AND GILBA. As 
soon as these tears drop, they are frozen within one depth and one 
TEAR is sunk into the depth called Gilba.
 

 

 
 
40. The first destroyer 
The author talks about the four sources that do damage to the world. These are the ox, the pit, the consumer and fire. Because some information is 
missing here from the text, the topic jumps to the observation of a person looking at a sanctuary, where it seems to change size until it has no 
measurements at all.
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275. On the bottom, within the wine's sediment, the bad sediments, 
emerges one who disrupts, the first destroyer IN THE WORLD. He is 
in the secret of a human image when he approached near to 
holiness. As soon as he was removed FROM SANCTITY and wished 
to descend to the bottom, to dress up in a garment to harm the 
world, he came down with his Chariots. The first garment that he 
acquired was the likeness of an ox, the image of an ox, and the first 
of these four SOURCES OF HARM is OX, AS IS MENTIONED AT THE 
BEGINNING OF BABA KAMA, THE OX, THE PIT, THE CONSUMER 
AND FIRE. These are four sources to do damage in the world and all 
the other three sources of damage, besides the ox, also belong TO 
THAT OX.
 

 

276. About this, it is written: "Thus they exchanged their glory for 
the likeness of an ox that eats grass" (Tehilim 106:20). HE ASKS: 
What is the meaning of: "That (he) eats grass"? HE REPLIES: We 
already dealt with it, but the essence of it is that he has no part in the 
seven types of grains nor the essence of bread, WHICH ARE FROM 
MALCHUT, and it is improper for him to be there, MEANING TO SAY 
THAT HE IS NOT WORTHY TO SUCKLE FROM HUMAN FOOD, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. AS A RESULT, IT SAYS: "THAT EATS GRASS."
 

 

277. (THE BEGINNING OF THE SUBJECT IS MISSING)...from their 
location. These sit in their location, even before those that leave 
these are ready. The eyes cannot stand their light and sparkling. 
They circle around and never have any rest.
 

 

278. When a person looks at this sanctuary, at his first observation, 
it seems to him somewhat small and not so small. He looks a little 
longer and it seems large. He observes longer and it looks larger. 
The longer he stares at it, the more it seems to expand and the 
higher it gets, until his final gaze, AT THAT SANCTUARY, when a 
hair's breadth seems to him SO LARGE THAT it has no 
measurements any more.
 

 

279. Many works are inside whose craftsmanship is unknown, from 
which the court and all that is inside shines, besides the Cherubs, 
whose light rises to the lofty firmament in a variety of colors and 
sparkling brightness. There are 1,575 grapevines producing fruits in 
that courtyard. (BECAUSE THE BEGINNING AND END OF SUBJECT 
IS MISSING, I CAN'T EXPLAIN IT).
 

 

 
 
41. "Folds his hands together" and "eats his own flesh" 
We hear that after a person's death the evil one consumes his flesh but has no control over the Holy Spirit or the sanctified soul. The author says 
that the angel of death has no joy in killing a person; it's just that he is happy to do the will of God.
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280. (THE BEGINNING OF THE SUBJECT IS MISSING). More. THE 
FOOL, THAT IS THE OTHER SIDE, "folds his hands 
together" (Kohelet 4:5) in bitterness and mourning and then in spite 
of himself "eats his own flesh" (Ibid.), since THE OTHER SIDE has no 
permission to control anything else BESIDES FLESH. What pleasure 
he derives from all that he has done and worked for, UNTIL HE 
KILLED HIM, because after that he has no permission TO ENJOY 
FROM HIM except what belongs to him, WHICH IS THE FLESH, 
SINCE THE OTHER SIDE PROVIDES MAN WITH HIS FLESH. He then 
dances and rejoices like a completely mindless fool. He goes without 
any purpose and consumes the flesh, and he has no authority over 
the rest. Bitterness prevails above and below, when the children of 
Yisrael are in trouble and their enemies consume them, and Yisrael 
do not give power with their good deeds to extricate themselves 
FROM THE OTHER SIDE.
  

281. Even from the flesh of that side, the Holy One, blessed be He, is 
unhappy TO GIVE TO THE OTHER SIDE, since He is compassionate 
and merciful. However, as for what is His, OF THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE, that is the Holy Spirit and the holy soul, the upper 
and lower grades cannot have any power over it. As a result, at the 
end the evil one, THE OTHER SIDE, is unable to dominate the Holy 
Spirit which he meant to do by means of all his libelous plots and 
false accusations, so he must again "eats his own flesh." What 
benefit did he get FROM ALL HIS ACCUSATIONS ...(SEVERAL 
WORDS ARE MISSING HERE). Furthermore, they cover everything 
like a heavy fog and the upper and lower beings have no rest.
 

 

282. Come and I will tell you something. If you say that the Angel of 
Death feels joy when he kills a person, it is not true. It is only that he 
sees that this is his Master's wishes, so he seems happy to do the 
will of the Holy One, blessed be He, as is written: "Stormy wind 
fulfilling His word" (Tehilim 148:8). Rabbi Shimon said to him, yet he 
is going merrily along and dancing in front of the women? He said to 
him: Oh, pious, holy one. It is most certainly so, in order to 
demonstrate before the King that it gives him pleasure to do the 
King's bidding. However, his satisfaction is at the women's eulogy, 
so he dances and listens to the eulogy.
 

 

283. They said to him, If so, why does he go to accuse the person up 
high and mention his sins, IF HE TAKES NO JOY IN KILLING A 
PERSON? He said to him, Because he is an old fool and plans to 
control the spirit and dominate it. That is all he lusts after. However, 
eventually he has power only over what is his own. The flesh is his. 
Therefore, it is written: "His mischief shall return upon his own 
head" (Tehilim 7:17), MEANING THAT HE DOES NOT DERIVE ANY 
PLEASURE FROM HIS LABOR IN DENOUNCING BELOW AND 
DENOUNCING ABOVE.
 

 

 
 
42. Boiling tears 
We are told that the two tears that God weeps into the great ocean are boiling hot and that they congeal the water in the sea. The tears cause the 
waves to roar so loudly that they awaken the ancient patriarchs in the cave of Machpelah.
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284. (THE BEGINNING IS MISSING) goes and wishes to disturb the 
world. And the waters rise from other depths and want to flood the 
world. These tears, MEANING THE TWO TEARS THAT THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, DROPS INTO THE GREAT OCEAN, are 
boiling hotter than any fire in the world. From the energy of their 
boiling, they congeal the water in the gelled sea, SINCE THE RED 
TEAR THAT DROPS INTO THE DEPTH CALLED SAGDON 
CONGEALS THE WATER, AS THEY STIR UP THE DOMINATION OF 
THE LEFT - AND THE DOMINATION OF THE LEFT WITHOUT THE 
RIGHT CONGEALS THE SEA. If the Holy One, blessed be He, would 
not have hinted WHO IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN THROUGH THE 
CURTAIN OF THE CHIRIK, THUS HINTING at the blowing of a wind 
from the side of Abraham, WHICH IS CHASSADIM, from his pillar, 
THAT IS THE RIGHT COLUMN, THAT WOULD COMBINE TO ONE 
WITH THE LEFT and show HIS ILLUMINATION over the world, the 
world could not withstand it even for an instant.
 

 

285. When these tears drop into the sea, the sound between the 
waves is heard up to the cave of Machpelah. From the roaring 
sounds of the waves that is heard there when they enter the sea, the 
ancient patriarchs are awakened and rise, and think that the Holy 
One, blessed be He, wishes to turn the world upside down, until the 
voice comes out and tells them: Do not fear, holy beloved. Due to 
you, the Holy One, blessed be He, remembers your children and 
desires to redeem them, and you will see.
 

 

 
 
43. The Alphabets and the names 
We hear of the movement and permutation of the Alphabets as the letters fly in the air; no one can understand them except for Messiah.

286. (THE BEGINNING OF THE SUBJECT IS MISSING) all the 
permutations of the Alphabets fuse and interlock with each other to 
form the permutation of the Holy Name. After the appearance of the 
letters in this combination, these LETTERS are stored away and 
others emerge AND JOIN TO A DIFFERENT PERMUTATION. And this 
is how they are; these are hidden and these emerge, and all within 
the hollowness of these buttons.
 

 

287. THE LETTERS also fly three times a day in the air and make 
their exit, and the name is suspended in four letters in the air for an 
hour and a half. After that, this NAME gets hidden and immediately 
the name of twelve letters emerges from the air, from its hollowness. 
It flies suspended in the air, one hour and not more. Then this NAME 
gets stored away and immediately, another combination of letters 
emerges. That is the name of 22 letters. They hang suspended in the 
air another hour, and become hidden. Immediately, other letters 
emerge from another empty space, the name of 28 letters. All get 
adorned with their crowns and stay for an hour and a half, and THIS 
NAME gets hidden. Immediately the name of 25 letters with their 
combinations emerges, hanging in the air, and remains an hour and 
three minutes,...(MISSING HERE)...emerge letters with 42 letters...
(THERE IS SOMETHING MISSING HERE)...stays forever...(THE REST 
IS MISSING).
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288. (THE BEGINNING IS MISSING) the names. All these letters never 
rest. They stand out and sparkle externally, and rise and descend. 
No one could understand anything about them, except for Messiah 
with great toil. That NAME gets hidden after staying around for two 
hours and 22 minutes and that name, which is engraved in 72 letters, 
emerges. It stays suspended in the air an hour and a half. All these 
names do not emerge and do not appear except once a day, but the 
letters of the Alphabet are visible flying in the air and combining 
LETTERS WITH LETTERS, three times a day.
 

 

289. When the letters of the Alphabet fly, some of them fly from here 
and some FLY from here, and all combine. When the head of the 
Yeshivah descended there, he said, Messiah saw in the permutations 
of the letters of the Alphabet, as Daniel saw in them, when he saw 
the letters, Mem Mem Tav Vav Samech, Nun Nun Kuf Pe Yud, Aleph 
Aleph Lamed Resh final Nun. HE KNEW TO COMBINE FROM THEM, 
"MENE MENE TEKEL UFARSIN" (DANIEL 5:25), FOR THE FIRST 
THREE LETTERS OF THESE THREE COMBINATIONS FORMS MENE. 
THE SECOND SET OF THREE LETTERS ALSO COMBINE TO MENE, 
THE THIRD SET COMBINE TO TEKEL, THE FOURTH SET OF THREE 
LETTERS COMBINE TO UFAR AND THE FIFTH SET COMBINE TO 
SIN.
 

 

 
 
44. Souls ascend and descend 
We are told about the great joy on each Shabbat eve when the Tree of Life is awakened and produces sanctified souls. When the Shabbat arrives the 
souls come down to rest on a holy nation and the souls of the righteous ascend to the higher Garden of Eden. When the Shabbat ends those 
additional souls that dwelt upon the children of Yisrael rise above and the souls of the just descend. The souls that rose stand in the presence of 
God who queries them about what new things in the Torah they learned in the world. When a soul says a new interpretation God gathers His 
entourage and tells them about it in both Yeshivot.

290. Each Shabbat eve when the children of Yisrael sanctify the day 
below, the proclamation goes out to the four corners of the world to 
assemble holy camps and prepare the thrones. Who saw such joy, 
WHEN in 390 firmaments many appointed ones and many rulers 
gather to their stations. As soon as Yisrael below sanctify THE DAY, 
the Tree of Life, THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, gets awakened and a wind 
blows from the World to Come, WHICH IS BINAH, and beats at its 
leaves. The branches in the tree shake and exude fragrances from 
the World to Come. TREE IS ZEIR ANPIN, ITS BRANCHES ARE HIS 
SFIROT, ITS LEAVES ARE THE SOULS THAT IT PRODUCES. THE 
390 FIRMAMENTS ARE THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, 
TIFERET AND MALCHUT, OF WHICH EACH IS COMPRISED OF ONE 
HUNDRED EXCEPT FOR MALCHUT THAT LACKS TEN LAST ONES, 
THESE BEING FROM MALCHUT OF MALCHUT WHICH ARE FROM 
THE MEASURE OF JUDGMENT, AND ARE STORED AWAY, AND 
THEREFORE THEY ARE FOUR HUNDRED MINUS TEN.
 

 

291. The Tree of Life awakens and produces sanctified souls, and 
spreads THEM over the world. With all this, souls come and souls 
go, MEANING TO SAY THAT SOULS GO OUT TO BE DRESSED IN 
YISRAEL IN THIS WORLD AND THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS 
ASCEND FROM THE LOWER GARDEN OF EDEN AND ENTER 
ABOVE TO THE GARDEN OF EDEN UP HIGH. Those THAT LEAVE 
stir those TO ENTER. Therefore, these leave and these ascend and 
the Tree of Life, THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, is joyful.
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292. Then all of Yisrael are adorned with the crowns of these 
sanctified souls, THE SECRET OF THE ADDITIONAL SOULS, and all 
are in happiness and repose. And all of the Shabbat, they enjoy that 
happiness and satisfaction. All the just that are in the Garden ascend 
and take pleasure in that uppermost pleasure of the World to Come, 
IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN, UP HIGH. When Shabbat ends, all the 
souls fly away FROM YISRAEL and go up ABOVE.
 

 

293. Come and see: When the Shabbat arrives, the souls come 
down, MEANING THE ADDITIONAL SOULS, to rest on a holy nation. 
And the souls of the righteous, FROM THE LOWER GARDEN OF 
EDEN, ascend above TO THE HIGHER GARDEN OF EDEN. When the 
Shabbat ends, those souls that dwelt upon the children of Yisrael 
rise above, THAT IS THE ADDITIONAL SOULS, and the souls of the 
just descend, THOSE THAT ROSE TO THE HIGHER GARDEN OF 
EDEN, AND ARE NOW RETURNING TO THE LOWER GARDEN OF 
EDEN.
 

 

294. As soon as all the souls that dwelt on Yisrael have risen above, 
they rise and stand, in form, in the presence of the sanctified King. 
The Holy One, blessed be He, asks all of them, What new things in 
the Torah have you had in that world? Praised is the one that says in 
His presence a new illumination in the Torah, as so much joy is 
produced by the Holy One, blessed be He. He gathers His entourage, 
MEANING THE HIGHER SOULS AND ANGELS, and says, Hear the 
new words of Torah, which that soul of so-and-so is recounting. All 
explain that point in the two Yeshivot, MEANING IN THE YESHIVAH 
OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, AND THE YESHIVAH OF 
METATRON; they below, and the Holy One, blessed be He, above 
seals that item.
 

 

295. Come and see: When some novel interpretation in Torah is 
discovered and the additional soul that came down in Shabbat was 
involved in this novel interpretation of the Torah, and ascends 
higher above, AFTER THE SHABBAT, the entire entourage above 
listen to that matter. The sanctified holy beasts are enlarged by their 
outstretched wings and put on their wings. When He asks THE 
SOULS ABOUT THE TORAH'S NOVEL INTERPRETATIONS, they do 
not respond, but remain quiet. Then it is written about the sanctified 
holy living creatures: "When they stood still, they let down their 
wings" (Yechezkel 1:25). "STOOD STILL" MEANS IN THEIR SILENCE, 
as it says: "Because they stand there, and answer no more" (Iyov 
32:16). "And when he opened it, all the people stood 
up" (Nechemyah 8:5), MEANING THEY WERE STILL.
  

296. If you wonder why silence is referred to by standing, HE 
REPLIES it is because during speech, there are seven limbs that 
move WHILE TALKING, which are the heart, lung, voice pipe, tongue, 
teeth, lips and flesh. When silenced, they stay in their position 
without moving. Therefore, he calls silence standing.
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297. (THE BEGINNING IS MISSING...) because Rabbi Hamnuna Saba 
(the elder) said, "May He send you help from the 
sanctuary..." (Tehilim 20:4-5); the sanctuary that is the sanctifying of 
the hands, MEANING THE FIRST WASHING BEFORE THE MEAL. 
"And strengthen you out of Zion": That is the blessing on the bread, 
which satisfies the heart of a person. "May He remember all your 
offerings": "All" indicates something else in addition, which is the 
washing of the hands at the end, MEANING THE LAST WATERS. 
"And accept with favor your burnt offering": That is blessing after 
the meal in the company of the required quorum. If you do so, "May 
He grant you your heart's desire, and fulfill all your counsel" and on 
the Shabbat, THE WORD "sanctuary" alludes to the great 
sanctification (Heb. Kiddush) IN THE MORNING. About this matter, 
the just in the Garden of Eden were adorned with crowns, from one 
Shabbat to the next Shabbat...(THE END IS MISSING).
  

 
 
45. "Behold, His reward is with Him. And His hire before Him" 
The spirit talks about the future when the Shechinah will ascend from the mount of Avarim and proclaim the good tidings to the world. God will 
proclaim rewards for everyone according to their deeds, and all the idol worshipers will see the good reward of the righteous. When Jerusalem is 
raised the righteous in the Garden of Eden will have additional joy. The soul who has new interpretations of the Torah will be praised, and his father 
will be crowned for his sake.

298. In addition, he opened the discussion saying, "You that bring 
good tidings to Zion, get you up into the high 
mountain..." (Yeshayah 40:9). "Into the high mountain" definitely 
means the mountain of Avarim, AT which Moses was buried. We 
have already explained that the Shechinah will ascend from there 
and will proclaim the good tidings to the world. However, all is 
inclusive in her, MEANING THE EXPRESSION: "GOOD TIDINGS TO 
ZION" COMPRISES THE VARIETY OF LITERAL INTERPRETATIONS. 
"You that bring good tidings to Zion" is Hephzibah, the wife of 
Nathan son of David, who is the mother of Messiah, Menachem son 
of Amiel, WHO WAS HER DESCENDANT. She shall go out and bring 
the tidings ABOUT REDEMPTION and she is part of the general 
meaning of: "You that bring good tidings to Zion."
 

 

299. A voice will be heard around the world and two kings in the 
world will get aroused to wage battle. THEN, the sanctified name will 
emerge TO REIGN over the world. What tidings will she bear and 
declare? That is "Behold, Hashem Elohim, will come with might, and 
His arm shall rule for Him: behold, His reward is with Him. And His 
hire before Him" (Yeshayah 40:10). "Behold, His reward is with Him" 
means that the Holy One, blessed be He, will proclaim for the entire 
entourage above and command them to assemble and hold court. 
'Whoever gave his soul for the sake of My name's sanctity, what is 
his reward? They will pronounce that much and so much. Whoever 
suffered so many disparaging remarks and curses for My sake, what 
is his reward? They will pronounce that amount. Whoever was daily 
punished for My sake, what is his reward? And they will say, it is 
this.' That is the meaning of: "Behold, His reward is with Him. And 
His hire before Him."
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300. HE INQUIRES: What is the meaning of: "And His hire (also: 
'deed')"? HE REPLIES: It is as written: "Oh how great is Your 
goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear You; which 
You have performed for those who trust in You" (Tehilim 31:20). That 
is his deed. What is the meaning of: "In the sight of the sons of 
man"? (Ibid). HE REPLIES: It means in contrast to those idol 
worshipers, THAT ALL OF THEM WILL SEE THE GOOD REWARD OF 
THE RIGHTEOUS. In "which You have laid up for those who fear 
You," what is the meaning of, "which You have laid up"? Who would 
want to rob and take away what He wishes to grant, as written "laid 
up"? AND WHY WOULD HE NEED TO HIDE IT?
 

 

301. HE REPLIES: Just go and see the compassionate action that the 
Holy One, blessed be He, takes, since, when He beats someone, He 
therein provides a remedy. How does He hurt? With the left, since He 
draws near with the right and through the left He inflicts blows. 
Behold: through that which He uses to hurt, He also brings the 
remedy, since it is written: "Out of the north the evil shall break 
forth" (Yirmeyah 1:14). THAT IS THE LEFT, since He hurls the blows 
at the left. From there, all the judgments and harsh edicts emanate 
and in it dwells all good recompense and kindness that the Holy 
One, blessed be He, has destined to grant Yisrael. In the future to 
come, the Holy One, blessed be He, will call on the north, THAT IS 
LEFT, and tell him, 'In you I have provided all benefits and good 
wages to My children who have suffered so many calamities in this 
world for the sake of the sanctity of My name. Pay out all the good 
wages that I have entrusted to you!'
 

 

302. This is what it says: "I will say to the north, Give up; and to the 
south, Keep not back..." (Yeshayah 43:6). HE ASKS: Is this then the 
manner of the south, WHICH IS RIGHT, to deprive blessings? Aren't 
all the blessings from the south side, and good comes from the 
south? Yet he says to the south, "Keep not back."
 

 

303. HE REPLIES: It is only that, at that period, the Holy One, blessed 
be He, will awaken Abraham and tell him, Rise, because the time has 
arrived in which I will redeem your children and grant them good 
compensation for all they suffered in the exile. This is due to the fact 
that Abraham was involved in their sale TO THE EXILE as is written: 
"Unless their Rock had sold them" (Devarim 32:30), which refers 
back to Abraham. He therefore acted as if this was not favorable in 
his eyes and showed himself as if he wished them to be hurt more 
for their iniquities, saying a payback should be collected for their 
iniquities and sins. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Abraham, 'I 
am aware that whatever you said was just said on the surface, BUT 
NOT MEANT TRUTHFULLY OUT OF YOUR HEART. I too will be like 
that, I'LL DEAL WITH YOU on the surface AND SAY TO YOU, "Keep 
not back." I wish to please you for the sake of your children. Do not 
deprive them of kindness and do not deprive them of good 
compensation. They suffered so much for their iniquities. Therefore, 
"I will say to the north, Give up"', SO THE NORTH WILL PROVIDE 
GOOD WAGES. Everything else, THE SOUTH WILL NOT KEEP BACK 
and that is the meaning of: "which You have laid up (Heb. tzafanta)," 
WHICH IS DERIVED FROM NORTH (HEB. TZAFON), WHICH 
PROVIDES EVERYTHING. This is the good tidings that she brings, 
MEANING WHAT IT SAYS ABOVE: "YOU THAT BRING GOOD 
TIDINGS TO ZION, GET YOU UP INTO THE HIGH MOUNTAIN..."
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304. In addition, she will bring tidings for the second time when the 
Shechinah will be on that high mountain, and she will go with the 
tidings to the patriarchs. Swiftly, THE SHECHINAH will visit 
Jerusalem and see its destruction. She will enter Zion and there she 
will batter the wall as before, over her original dwelling house and 
the glory SHE ENJOYED at that location. And she will swear that she 
will not leave there until the Holy One, blessed be He, redeems her 
children. The same Hephzibah will bring tidings as before and 
declare, "Cry out and shout, you inhabitant of Zion: for great is the 
Holy One of Yisrael in the midst of you" (Yeshayah 12:6). What is 
"great...in the midst of you"? That is the Holy One, blessed be He, 
who comes to her to raise her from the dust and say to her, "Shake 
yourself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem" (Yeshayah 
52:2). THE SHECHINAH is Jerusalem and Jerusalem is assuredly her 
name.
 

 

305. (THAT IS THE COMPLETION OF THE ABOVE ARTICLE FROM 
VERSES 290-296). By this too, how much additional joy will the 
righteous have in the Garden of Eden? As a result of this, praised is 
he whose soul bears witness on the Shabbat in the presence of the 
King with his new interpretations of the Torah. Through this, the 
Holy One, blessed be He, and His entire entourage above and all 
these righteous in the Garden of Eden are adorned with that NOVEL 
INTERPRETATION.
 

 

306. Additionally, I heard from the holy luminary. How much glory 
upon glory and adornment upon adornment they crown the father of 
that man, WHOSE SOUL BEARS WITNESS ABOUT THE INNOVATIVE 
TORAH INTERPRETATIONS. During that time, the Holy One, blessed 
be He, says TO HIS ENTOURAGE, 'Gather to listen to new innovative 
matters in the Torah of so-and-so, son of so-and-so', BECAUSE AT 
THAT POINT, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, MENTIONS THE 
FATHER OF THE INNOVATOR. How many are they that kiss on the 
head OF THE INNOVATOR'S FATHER? How many righteous adorn 
him when they descend? Praised is the lot of all those who study 
and deal in the Torah, and especially on the Shabbat even more than 
the rest of the weekdays. 
(up to here spoke the head of the Yeshivah).
  

 
 
46. "A cake of the first of your dough for a gift" 
We hear of the inner meaning of the offering of the cake (chalah) of the first of the dough. We are told that chalah is the Shechinah, and we learn that 
paternal merit ends for the wicked as they receive their reward in this world and they do not have Chassadim. The Shechinah indicates merit for her 
children when she receives from the right, where the 248 positive commandments are. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
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307. "You shall offer up a cake (Heb. chalah) of the first of your 
dough for a gift" (Bemidbar 15:20). This commandment is to 
separate a piece of dough for chalah. Chalahs's numerical value is 
Mem Gimel (=53). THIS INDICATES THAT DOUGH DOES NOT 
ACQUIRE THE SIZE WHEN CHALAH IS TO BE REMOVED FROM IT, 
UNLESS IT CONTAINS 43 and 1/5 of an eggs's size OF AN EGG. 
There are times when fifth means one of fifty, which is final Nun (= 
fifty). This is derived from Mem Gimel final Nun, which is the initials 
of Michael, Gabriel and Nuriel, WHICH CORRESPOND TO CHESED, 
GVURAH AND TIFERET OF ZEIR ANPIN. Chalah is the Shechinah, for 
wherever these angels MEM GIMEL FINAL NUN, are, there are the 
patriarchs, WHO ARE CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET. Wherever 
the patriarchs are, THAT IS, CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET, there 
the Shechinah is found, SINCE CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET 
ARE THE SECRET OF THREE COLUMNS AND MALCHUT RECEIVES 
FROM THEM. And in her, IN MALCHUT, one beseeches, for in her 
one prays. SHE IS REFERRED TO AS PRAYER, as written: "And 
Moses besought (Heb. Vayechal) Hashem his Elohim..." (Devarim 
3:24) and "O Hashem Elohim, you have begun (Heb. hachilota) to 
show Your servant..." (Shemot 32:11). In her Chalah, NAMELY, the 
paternal merits begin, WHICH IS DERIVED FROM HACHILOTA. In 
her, paternal merit ends for the wicked, SINCE PATERNAL MERIT 
DOES NOT STAND FOR THEM as they receive their reward in this 
world.
 

 

308. Since from the right side, where the Yud is, that is Chochmah, 
BECAUSE CHOCHMAH IS AT THE RIGHT AND BINAH IS AT THE 
LEFT, THAT ARE YUD-HEI, which is the beginning of the name Yud 
Hei Vav Hei, THE SHECHINAH indicates merit for her children WHEN 
SHE RECEIVES from the right, where the 248 positive commands 
are, THAT IS THE SECRET OF CHASSADIM, and from the side of the 
last Hei OF HEI VAV YUD HEI, that is to the left of Gvurah, SINCE 
MALCHUT IS ERECTED FROM THE LEFT SIDE. PRIOR TO THAT, IT 
RECEIVES FROM THE RIGHT, where the negative commands exist, 
which total 365 THAT ARE ON THE LEFT, where the totally wicked 
are sentenced. FOR THEM, paternal merit has ended, BECAUSE 
THEY STILL DO NOT HAVE CHASSADIM FROM CHESED, GVURAH 
AND TIFERET, WHO ARE CALLED FATHERS. The name of Yud Hei 
Vav Hei is reversed to Hei Vav Hei Yud, MEANING BACKWARDS, 
INDICATING JUDGMENT. We learn this from the wicked Haman, 
BECAUSE HE SAID, "Yet all this avails me nothing" (Ester 5:13). THE 
LETTERS AT THE END OF THE VERSE FORM HEI VAV HEI YUD, 
WHICH IS AN INDICATION OF JUDGMENTS. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
47. Moses' birth 
Rabbi Chizkiyah says that God gave Yisrael the Torah and also faithful prophets to lead them. All the prophets beheld God's glory from a high place, 
but not as near as Moses, who was closer to God than any of them. Rabbi Chizkiyah interprets the scripture beginning "And there went a man of the 
house of Levi, and took to wife the daughter of Levi," as meaning that Zeir Anpin joined with Malchut. We learn that the Shechinah hid Moses for 
three months because he was present above in the higher realm before he descended to this world. She allowed Moses to sail among the angels 
because he was later destined to go up among them to receive the Torah. We are told that the daughter of Pharaoh came from the left aspect of 
harsh judgment, and that she saw the child Moses stamped with the signature of Zeir Anpin and Malchut when she found him in the box of papyrus. 
From all this Rabbi Shimon derives that the souls of the righteous come from a high place, and that the soul has a father and a mother. Everything 
comes from and exists from male and female; Malchut is seen to be the mother of the soul of the first man.

309. "And Hashem spoke to Moses, saying, 'Speak to the children of 
Yisrael, and bid them that they make them fringes in the corners of 
their garments throughout their generations...'" (Bemidbar 15:37-38). 
Rabbi Chizkiyah opened the discussion saying, "And He showed me 
Joshua the High Priest..." (Zecharyah 3:1). How happy are Yisrael 
that He desires their glory above all the people, has granted them the 
Holy Torah and given them faithful prophets that lead them 
according to Torah on the true path.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/39%20-%20Shlach%20Lecha.htm (80 of 89)2004/07/07 23:12:41



1

310. Come and see all the various groups of prophets that the Holy 
One, blessed be He, set up for everyone in Yisrael. The Holy One, 
blessed be He, revealed Himself on the highest holy levels and they 
beheld the King's Holy Radiance of Glory from a lofty location - but 
not as near as Moses, who was closer to the King than any of them 
since his lot was more blessed than that of any other man. About 
him, it is written: "With him I speak mouth to mouth, manifestly, and 
not in dark speeches" (Bemidbar 12:8). The rest of the prophets saw 
from a distant place, as you say, "Hashem appeared of old (also: 
'from afar') to me" (Yirmeyah 31:2).
 

 

311. Rabbi Chizkiyah said, This is how I learned. It is written: "And 
there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife the daughter 
of Levi" (Shemot 2:1). "And there went a man": That is the Holy One, 
blessed be He, THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, as it says, "Hashem is a man of 
war" (Shemot 15:3). "The house of Levi" is the Holy One, blessed be 
He, WHO WENT FROM the area where the uppermost high 
Chochmah and that bright radiance, WHICH IS SUPERNAL BINAH, 
join together and never separate. HE INTERPRETS "LEVI" AS 
DERIVED FROM ATTACHMENT, AS IN 'LIVYUT' (ENG. 
'ACCOMPANIMENT'). ANOTHER EXPLANATION OF: "Of the house of 
Levi" is that the Leviathan, THAT IS THE YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, has 
inspired all enjoyment in the world AND HE INTERPRETS "LEVI" AS 
DERIVED FROM LEVIATHAN, as is written: "There is the Leviathan, 
whom You have made to play therein" (Tehilim 104:26). "And took to 
wife the daughter of Levi": That is the Holy One, blessed be He, 
which is the place where the moon is bright, THAT BEING MALCHUT.
 

 

312. "And the woman conceived, and bore a son" (Shemot 2:2). 
Surely, "the woman" IS MALCHUT, as it says, "she (Heb. zot) shall 
be called woman" (Beresheet 2:23) AND "ZOT" IS THE NAME OF 
MALCHUT. At first, SHE IS CALLED "the daughter of Levi" and 
certainly it is so. Why did he first CALL HER the daughter of Levi and 
now a woman? HE RESPONDS: This is what we have learned. Before 
she is married, a woman is referred to as the daughter of so-and-so, 
but after she is married, she is referred to as a woman. Here too, 
daughter and woman pertain to the same level, MEANING MALCHUT. 
HOWEVER, BEFORE HE TOOK HER IN MARRIAGE, SHE WAS 
REFERRED TO AS THE DAUGHTER OF LEVI, AND AFTER THAT, A 
WOMAN.
 

 

313. "She hid him three months" (Shemot 2:2): These are the three 
months when heavy Judgment rests in the world. Which ones are 
they? Tamuz, Av and Tevet. AND THEREFORE, THE SHECHINAH HID 
HIM. HE ASKS: What is it trying to tell us by this? HE REPLIES: IT 
LETS US KNOW that before Moses went down to the world, he was 
above. Therefore, the Shechinah joined him since the day he was 
born, AND PROTECTED HIM. From here, Rabbi Shimon took it to say 
that the spirits of the righteous are above before they descend into 
this world.
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314. "And when she could no longer hide him" (Ibid. 3). HE ASKS: 
What is the meaning of: "She took for him a box made of papyrus"? 
(Ibid). HE REPLIES: She coated it with conserving ingredients to 
keep it safe from these sea fish, MEANING HIGH ANGELS, that swim 
in the great ocean, as is written: "Wherein are creeping things 
innumerable" (Tehilim 104:25). She coated it so that he should be 
kept from them, with a coat from the precious Jubilee, THAT IS 
BINAH, in two colors, white and black. THAT IS THE SECRET OF 
CLAY AND TAR, WHICH CORRESPONDS TO THE TWO COLUMNS, 
RIGHT AND LEFT, SINCE TAR IS THE SECRET OF THE LEFT, 
EXCEPT THAT IT IS BLENDED WITH MALCHUT OF THE ATTRIBUTE 
OF JUDGMENT. THEREFORE, THE RED IN THE LEFT TURNS TO 
BLACK; THAT IS THE SECRET OF THAT BLACK BEING RED, 
EXCEPT THAT IT WAS BLEMISHED. She allowed Moses to sail 
among them, THE ANGELS, and to become known among them, 
because he was destined to go up among them at a later date to 
receive the Torah.
 

 

315. "And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the 
River" (Shemot 2:5). This DAUGHTER OF PHARAOH came from the 
left aspect of harsh Judgment, as is written: "To wash herself at the 
River." "At the River" is exact, instead of "at the sea," SINCE THE 
SEA INDICATES MALCHUT. HOWEVER, THE RIVER IS HARSH 
JUDGMENT FROM THE LEFT SIDE, WHICH THE EGYPTIANS HAVE 
MADE THEIR DEITY. If you wonder about this, that it is written: "And 
your rod, with which you smote the river" (Shemot 17:5), although 
Moses never struck the river but rather the sea. The verse refers to it 
as river INDICATING THAT THE TERM RIVER IS NOT ACCURATE. HE 
REPLIES: It is indeed the river which Aaron struck under Moses 
direction, and the scripture assigned it as if Moses himself did the 
striking.
 

 

316. Similarly, "And seven days were completed, after Hashem had 
smitten the River" (Shemot 7:25). EVEN THOUGH Aaron struck it, it 
is only because it came from the Holy One, blessed be He, WHO 
COMMANDED HIM, that the scripture referred to it as: "Hashem had 
smitten." Later on, it was referred to in the name of Moses, FOR THE 
SAME REASON; "and her maidens walked along" (Shemot 2:5): 
These are the rest of the camps that came from that LEFT side.
 

 

317. "And when she had opened it, she saw him, the child" (Shemot 
2:6). HE INQUIRES: What is: "she saw him"? "She saw" was the 
proper way to use. Why "she saw him"? Didn't Rabbi Shimon say 
that there was nothing in the Torah, or even one letter in the Torah, 
that does not contain highly valuable secrets? HE RESPONDS: That 
is how we have learned. The impression of the King and the Matron, 
THAT ARE ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, THE SECRET OF VAV-HEI 
OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, was found upon him, and that is the 
impression of Vav-Hei THAT WERE ADDED TO "SHE SAW (HEB. 
VATERE)." THEREFORE, IT IS SPELLED "VATIR'EHU (ENG. 'SHE 
SAW HIM')." Instantly, "she had compassion on him..." (Ibid.). Up to 
here it relates to the higher, TO HIGHER REALMS. From here on, IT 
DISCUSSES THIS WORLD below, except for this verse, in which is 
written: "And his sister stood afar off" (Ibid. 4). HE INQUIRES: 
Whose sister, AND REPLIES: The sister of the one, MEANING ZEIR 
ANPIN, who called the Congregation of Yisrael my sister, as it says, 
"Open to me, my sister" (Shir Hashirim 5:2). "afar off" MEANS as in, 
"Hashem appeared from afar to me" (Yirmeyah 31:2).
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318. HE INQUIRES: What is to be derived FROM THIS PASSAGE? HE 
REPLIES: It means that all these righteous, prior to their descent to 
the world, are made known to all above. THAT APPLIES TO ALL THE 
RIGHTEOUS, and most certainly to Moses. It means that the souls of 
the righteous are derived from a lofty place, SINCE "of the house of 
Levi" ALLUDES TO THE SUPERNAL CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, as we 
have explained. We learned the secret of the matter, which means 
that there are a father and a mother to the soul, as there are a father 
and mother to the body on earth, SINCE A MAN IS ZEIR ANPIN AND 
"DAUGHTER OF LEVI" IS MALCHUT. AND FROM THEIR UNION, THE 
SOUL OF MOSES WAS BORN.
 

 

319. It seems on all sides, both above, THE MALE AND FEMALE 
PRINCIPLES, and below, ABA AND IMA OF THIS WORLD, that is 
comprised of male and female. That is how the secret of the 
scripture was explained: "Let the earth bring forth living creatures 
(Heb. Nefesh)" (Beresheet 1:24). "The earth" refers to the 
Congregation of Yisrael THAT IS MALCHUT; the living Nefesh IS the 
Nefesh of supernal Adam, as we have learned, SINCE MALCHUT IS 
THE MOTHER OF THE NEFESH OF THE FIRST MAN. Rabbi Aba 
approached him and kissed him. He said, You certainly spoke 
properly, and it is as you say.
  

320. Moses, the faithful prophet, is praised above all the rest of the 
prophets. Therefore, when he departed, no one else dealt with him 
besides the Holy One, blessed be He, who raised him to His 
presence. Therefore, Moses has surpassed in his lofty prophecy and 
glorious levels all the prophets, while the other prophets saw as if 
behind many walls.
 

 

 
 
48. The Tzitzit (fringed garment) 
Rabbi Yitzchak says that any person not fortunate enough to become adorned in this world with the covering of a good deed stands in a soiled 
garment and stands trial for it in the next world.

321. "And He showed me Joshua the High Priest..." (Zecharyah 3:1). 
HE ASKS: What did he see? HE RESPONDS that he was standing in 
the presence of the angel dressed in filthy clothes until the 
proclamation came forth and said, "Remove the soiled clothes from 
him" (Ibid. 4). Rabbi Yitzchak said that it is written here: "And he 
stood in the presence of the angel" (Ibid 3). What is the meaning of: 
"In the presence of the angel"? It means that he was judging him, he 
about whom it is written: "Nor say before the angel, that it was an 
error" (Kohelet 5:5). What is this telling us? That whoever did not 
merit in this world to be wrapped with a religious covering, and 
dressed with a religious garment, MEANING WITH THE TZITZIT, has 
a soiled garment that must not be SO, and is judged for it.
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322. Come and see the variety of garments available in that world. 
That person that did not merit in this world religious garments, 
MEANING THE TALIT AND TZITZIT, when he enters that world, they 
dress him with a certain dress that is known to the masters of 
Gehenom. Woe to him who is dressed in that garb, since many legal 
investigators will seize him and usher him into Gehenom. King 
Solomon cried out and said, "Let your garments be always 
white" (Kohelet 9:8).
 

 

323. We learned in the secret of Safra Det'zniuta (the Concealed 
Book) that four kings come out AND EMANATE in the presence of 
four. They come out from them like grapes in a cluster. Seven 
runners are incorporated in them, and they testify. They never stand 
still WHEN THEY TESTIFY. 
We learn about the reason for wearing the tzitzit, and for the plate of 
pure gold that must be gazed at. We are told that there is blue in the 
tzitzit to remind people to fear God and we learn about the strands 
on the tzitzit. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

324. The Tzitzit (lit. 'fringed garment'): This command is to remember 
all the precepts of the Torah through it, as it says, "That you may 
look upon it, and remember all the commandments of Hashem, and 
do them" (Bemidbar 15:39). That is the sign of the King to remember 
and do.
 

 

325. It is written: "And you shall make a plate of pure gold" (Shemot 
28:36). We have already explained that the secret of the plate (Heb. 
tzitz) is to adorn the High Priest with it. It is REFERRED TO AS Tzitz, 
WHICH MEANS SEEING, DERIVED FROM HE PEEPED (HEB. 
HETZITZ) AND WAS HURT. So the eyes will gaze at it, for it is a sign 
of the world above, THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, WHERE THE SECRET OF 
BESTOWING THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH IS INFERRED BY 
GAZING OF THE EYES, with which the High Priest was adorned.
 

 

326. Because of this, looking UPON THE GOLD PLATE serves as 
absolution from insolence (lit. 'impudence of face'), since nothing 
prevails in its presence except a face of truth, which is the secret of 
every supernal face. THAT IS THE SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION 
OF CHOCHMAH CLOTHED WITH CHASSADIM, WHICH IS REFERRED 
TO AS FACE, which is true face, MEANING the true face that is 
incorporated in the truth of Jacob THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE SECRET OF THE SCRIPTURE: "YOU WILL 
SHOW TRUTH TO JACOB" (MICHAH 7:20).
 

 

327. Tzitzit is feminine, which is the secret of the lower world, 
MEANING MALCHUT, that is a look for the purpose of remembering, 
MEANING AS IT SAYS, "THAT YOU MAY LOOK UPON IT, AND 
REMEMBER" (BEMIDBAR 15:39). Tzit is masculine, MEANING ZEIR 
ANPIN, and Tzitzit is feminine, WHICH IS MALCHUT. That TZITZIT is 
for every man, while Tzit is just for the priest.
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328. We have learned that it is forbidden to gaze at the Shechinah. 
Therefore, there is blue IN THE TZITZIT (LIT. 'FRINGED GARMENT'), 
since blue is a throne for the house of David, THAT IS MALCHUT, 
and its restoration. That is in order to have fear of the presence of 
Hashem, to fear that area. Therefore, "That you may look upon it, 
and remember all the commandments of Hashem, and do 
them" (Bemidbar 15:39). AND BLUE is the throne at which criminal 
law is judged, as was explained, that all colors are good in a dream 
except blue, since that throne rises to judge criminal law.
 

 

329. It is written: "And that they put upon the fringe of each corner a 
thread of blue" (Bemidbar 15:38). It is not written: 'They shall put 
upon the corner', but rather "They put upon the fringe," since it 
covers over the rest of the threads, MEANING THAT TZITZIT 
ALLUDES TO THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH. THEREFORE, 
ONLY THEY REQUIRE A COVER AND PROTECTION FROM THE 
BLUE THREAD. THAT IS WHY IT IS WRITTEN: "AND THAT THEY 
PUT UPON THE FRINGE."
 

 

330. "And you shall see it and remember": IT IS AS WHAT is written: 
"Remember what Amalek did to you" (Devarim 25:17). What is the 
reason? It is SIMILAR to a son that breaches a fence and gets bitten 
by a dog. Every time the father wants to reprove his son, he says to 
him, Remember when the dog bit you? Here too, "you shall see it 
and remember," since THE BLUE is the area where the souls ascend 
to be judged. THEREFORE, IT IS ALSO SIMILAR TO WHAT IS 
WRITTEN: "REMEMBER WHAT AMALEK DID TO YOU."
 

 

331. Similarly, "and it shall come to pass that every one that is 
bitten, when he looks upon it, shall live" (Bemidbar 21:8). Why is 
this? It is only when he raised his eyes and saw the form of that 
which bit him, he was afraid and prayed to Hashem, and knew that 
this was punishment for the wicked. As long as a son sees his 
father's strap, he fears his father. If he is saved from the strap, so is 
he saved from everything. Who caused him to be saved? His seeing 
the strap with his own eyes. SO the strap caused him to be saved. 
Hence, "when he looks upon it, shall live." He saw the strap that beat 
him, and it caused him to be saved. Here too, "that you may look 
upon it, and remember all the commandments of Hashem, and do" 
certainly. If not, here is the strap, MEANING THE BLUE that will 
cause you to return always to My service. Then, "do."
 

 

332. "And that you seek not after your own heart" (Bemidbar 15:39). 
ONCE YOU SAW THE BLUE, it prevented you from other evil ways. 
Assuredly, "you seek not" and commit no evil. Therefore, the sight 
of the blue is over THE TZITZIT. This blue is similar to the throne of 
glory. Just as the throne of glory causes a person to follow the 
upright path to purify him, so too this blue causes him to walk the 
straight path. Certainly every person should have fear of this place, 
thus walking in the straight path.
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333. It is written: "From the uttermost part of the earth have we heard 
songs, glory to the righteous. But I said, 'my leanness (also: 
'secret')...'" (Yeshayah 24:16). "From the uttermost part of the earth" 
refers to the corner of the Tzitzit, which is the edge of the earth, 
MEANING THE CORNER OF MALCHUT CALLED EARTH. "Have we 
heard songs": These are all the threads that come out and hang from 
a high place, within those lofty paths that emerge from supernal 
Chochmah. "Glory to the righteous": That is the Righteous that lives 
forever, WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, since the threads of the 
Tzitzit are His beauty. From Him, they emanate AND ARE GIVEN TO 
MALCHUT, and each thread is comprised of two aspects, MEANING 
CHASSADIM AND CHOCHMAH, WHICH ARE RIGHT AND LEFT. 
When I gaze, I say: "my secret, my secret" (Ibid.), since they come 
out from the high secret of the whole Faith AS THEY ARE THE 
WHOLE OF THE LIGHTS OF MALCHUT, REFERRED TO AS FAITH. 
And when I gaze at the blue and see a strap for beating, which is the 
place of awe that inspires fear, I say, "Woe to me" (Ibid.), because 
people do not know enough to watch and observe why they are 
punished for lying. "Traitors have dealt treacherously" (Ibid.), since 
they read the recital of Kriat Sh'ma without the Tzitzit and give false 
evidence. These are the traitors who have dealt treacherously, since 
they are false to themselves.
 

 

334. "Traitors have dealt very treacherously" (Ibid.): their garment 
when without Tzitzit is considered "traitors (Heb. beged) have dealt 
very treacherously," that is, a garment (Heb. beged) of those traitors 
who are treacherous, who lie and give false testimony every day. 
Woe to them and woe to their souls, since they will ascend to that 
blue throne to HAVE THEM judged. About them, it is written: "He that 
tells lies shall not remain in My sight" (Tehilim 101:71). That garment 
of theirs is known to all the prosecutors. Woe to them that they have 
no part in the World to Come. Praised are the righteous, whose 
garments and works are known above to benefit them in this world 
and in the World to Come.
 

 

335. This commandant is the precept of Tzitzit, which is comprised 
of blue and white, MEANING FOUR WHITE THREADS AND ONE 
THREAD OF BLUE, that are Judgment and Mercy in fire. White fire 
does not consume, but the blue consumes and destroys everything. 
"And consumed the burnt offering" (II Divrei Hayamim 7:1), 
MEANING the white FIRE on the right and the blue FIRE from the left. 
The Central pillar, MEANING THE CENTRAL COLUMN THAT UNITES 
RIGHT AND LEFT, is the union between the two, and is green FIRE. 
Therefore, the masters of the Mishnah have established: 'When does 
one read the Sh'ma in the morning: when one can distinguish 
between blue and white'. THAT IS, WHEN ONE CAN DISCRIMINATE 
BETWEEN JUDGMENT AND CHESED, BECAUSE THEN ONE WILL 
ADHERE TO CHESED, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE READING OF 
SH'MA. Therefore, it has been established to recite the passages 
about Tzitzit in union... (THE ENDING IS MISSING). 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
Rabbi Yehuda tells us that God has many witnesses to testify for a 
person, all of whom provide counsel for the person. If he listens to 
them all is well, but if not they testify about his iniquities above. 
Rabbi Yehuda tells us what a person is reminded of when he dons 
the Tefilin and the tzitzit. He reminds us of the precept to remember 
all the commandments of God. Rabbi Shimon says that God is 
destined to extricate the children of Yisrael from the exile, and in that 
day His name will be praised throughout the earth. God will perform 
signs and miracles in the world, and His name will be One.
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336. Rabbi Yehuda said, How many witnesses has the Holy One, 
blessed be He, set up to testify for the person. All are in counsel and 
testify before him. When he gets up in the morning and stretches his 
leg forward to start walking, the witnesses stand before him and 
declare and say, "He will keep the feet of the pious ones..." (I Shmuel 
2:9) as well as "Keep your feet when you go" (Kohelet 4:17) and 
"Make even the path of your foot" (Mishlei 4:26). When he opens his 
eyes to look around the world, the witnesses say, "Let your eyes 
look right on" (Ibid. 25). He starts to talk and the witnesses say, 
"Keep your tongue from evil..." (Tehilim 34:14). He extends his hands 
to worldly things and the witnesses say, "Depart from evil, and do 
good" (Ibid. 15).
 

 

337. If he obeys them it is well, and if not, it is written: "And the 
adversary standing at his right hand to thwart him" (Zecharyah 3:1) 
All testify about him and his iniquities above. If a person wishes to 
strive in the service of the Holy One, blessed be He, all the witnesses 
become good advocates for him and are ready to give a good 
TESTIMONY for him when he needs it.
 

 

338. When he rises in the morning, he recites several blessings, puts 
on Tefilin on his head between his eyes. When he wishes to raise his 
head, he sees the supernal Holy Name attached to and marked over 
his head, and straps hanging from each side over his heart. He 
thereby observes the glory of his Master. He extends his hands and 
sees the other hand tied with the knot of the Holy Name. He returns 
his hand and gazes at the glory of his Master. He wraps himself in a 
Tzitzit, with the four corners of his garment. Four kings come before 
four, MEANING four true witnesses of the King, WHICH ARE THE 
FOUR THREADS OF THE TZITZIT hanging from the four corners, like 
grapes on a cluster.
 

 

339. Just like a grape cluster is one cluster but has several grapes 
hanging on each side, so too this TZITZIT is one commandment, with 
grapes, grapeskin and little branches hanging from it, MEANING 
SEVERAL DIFFERENT LEVELS. Seven runners are entwined in them. 
They are the seven bands of the blue that one has to bind to each or 
to add up to thirteen BUNCHES. If adding, one must not add beyond 
thirteen and if decreasing one must not make less than seven.
 

 

340. We have learned that this blue is the secret of King David, THAT 
IS MALCHUT. It is the thread of Abraham, which he merited for 
himself and his descendants after him. What is the meaning of blue 
(Heb. tchelet)? It is the purpose (Heb. tachlit) of everything, SINCE 
ITS AIM IS THE ENDING (HEB. TACHLIT) OF ALL THE WORLDS. 
Rabbi Yehuda says it is called the throne of glory, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT.
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341. Rabbi Yitzchak said: Seven wraps THAT ARE BOUND OVER 
THE TZITZIT is the Shechinah, which is the seventh of everything 
definitely, since She is blessed from the other six SFIROT, CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, through the 
Righteous, WHO IS YESOD. THEREFORE, SHE COMPRISES ALL 
SEVEN. If thirteen WRAPS are done, then the thirteen is as was set 
in the thirteen attributes of Mercy. MALCHUT is the entrance to all 
AND, THEREFORE, CONTAINS THIRTEEN.
  

342. This BLUE is one thread marked in Her color. Her color is 
produced from a certain fish in the sea of Kineret (Galilee) called 
Kineret after her, MALCHUT. Because of that, there is a violin (Heb. 
kinor) hanging above David's bed, THE VIOLIN BEING THE SECRET 
OF MALCHUT, which is surely David's violin that played on its own 
to the supernal Holy King, THAT IS, ZEIR ANPIN. Therefore, the 
colors OF BLUE rise to the firmament, THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, and 
from the firmament to the throne, THAT IS BINAH.
 

 

343. Here a precept is written, MEANING: "AND YOU SHALL 
REMEMBER ALL THE COMMANDMENTS OF HASHEM," BECAUSE 
MALCHUT IS CALLED PRECEPT, as is written: "For the king's 
commandment was" (II Melachim 18:36). THAT ALLUDES TO 
MALCHUT; "Why do you transgress the king's 
commandment" (Ester 3:3), "For it was the king's 
commandment" (Nechemyah 11:23) - ALL THESE ALLUDE TO 
MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED THE KING'S COMMANDMENT. We 
learned that Yesod, WHICH IS THE LAST SFIRAH IN ZEIR ANPIN, and 
the root, WHICH IS KETER, THE SOURCE OF EVERYTHING, get 
adorned altogether in Malchut. This, MALCHUT, is the memory and 
the opening to all the rest of the Sfirot, as is written: "Open to me the 
gates of righteousness" (Tehilim 118:19), WHICH IS MALCHUT THAT 
IS CALLED RIGHTEOUSNESS. It is written IN THE FOLLOWING 
VERSE: "This is the gate of Hashem" (Ibid. 20), HER BEING THE 
GATE TO ALL THE SFIROT. Therefore it is written: "that you may 
look upon it, and remember all the commandments of Hashem," 
SINCE THE SCRIPTURE COMES to include in it, IN MALCHUT, all the 
rest of the Sfirot. FOR IN MALCHUT THAT IS REFERRED TO AS 
COMMANDMENT, ALL THE SFIROT INCLUDED IN HER ARE CALLED 
COMMANDMENTS. Therefore, WE LEARNED they give their 
testimony but do not stay in place, BECAUSE THE SFIROT OF ZEIR 
ANPIN GIVE TESTIMONY BY REVEALING THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH THAT IS CALLED TESTIMONY, AND DO NOT REMAIN 
IN THEIR PLACE IN ZEIR ANPIN. For she is a commandment, SINCE 
THE TZITZIT IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT CALLED 
COMMANDMENT AND THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN THAT ARE 
INCLUDED IN HER ARE CALLED COMMANDMENTS. AND 
THEREFORE they are not in their place, IN ZEIR ANPIN, BUT 
RATHER IN MALCHUT.
 

 

344. We have learned that ritual articles, THAT IS OF MALCHUT, can 
be thrown away. If you wonder about the Lulav and willow twigs, 
WHERE THE LULAV ALLUDES TO YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, AND THE 
WILLOW TWIGS TO NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, FOR 
WHICH REASON THEY ARE NOT RITUAL ARTICLES, BUT RATHER 
sacred articles, MEANING IN ZEIR ANPIN, so why are they 
discarded? HE ANSWERS: That is because sacred articles are 
marked in the writing of the Holy Name. HOWEVER, LULAV AND THE 
WILLOW TWIGS, EVEN THOUGH THEY ALLUDE TO ZEIR ANPIN, 
ARE NEVERTHELESS AS RITUAL ARTICLES AND CAN BE THROWN 
AWAY.
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345. Rabbi Yitzchak said, The purpose of the threads OF THE 
TZITZIT is to show how they are suspended from this and that place, 
and from here to the four corners of the world, and she, MALCHUT, 
rules over them all in the secret of the heart (Heb. lev - Lamed Bet), 
being the heart of the whole world, and the heart of the higher 
beings, MEANING IN THE THREE WORLDS OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH 
AND ASIYAH, and originates in the highest heart OF ZEIR ANPIN. 
Everything is in THE SECRET OF the heart that emerges from the 
highest wisdom, INDICATING THE LAMED BET (=32) PATHS OF 
WISDOM THAT SHINE IN IT. Rabbi Yitzchak said, We have learned its 
measure and length, OF THE TZITZIT, in the engraved letters of 
Rabbi Elazar.
  

346. Rabbi Yehuda said, The Holy One, blessed be He, says, 
'Whoever wishes to follow the awe of Me should follow this heart, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, and the eyes that are over it.' Who are these 
eyes? It is as in, "The eyes of Hashem are towards the 
righteous" (Tehilim 34:16). THESE ARE ZEIR ANPIN'S EYES. 
However, "you seek not after your own heart and your own eyes." 
What is the reason for this? It is because "after which you go 
astray" (Bemidbar 14:39).
  

347. Rabbi Chiya said, What is the reason that the exodus from 
Egypt is MENTIONED here, as it says: "Who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt" (Shemot 20:2). HE REPLIES: It is only because, when 
they left Egypt, they entered this part, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and 
through it, IN MALCHUT, the Holy One, blessed be He, slaughtered 
those killed in Egypt. Therefore, THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT is 
mentioned in its rightful place. At that place, He has warned them 
about it, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "I AM HASHEM YOUR ELOHIM, WHO 
BROUGHT YOU OUT..." Why is it in its place? It is because this 
precept OF THE TZITZIT is its place OF MALCHUT.
  

348. Rabbi Yesa taught that it is written: "As in the days of your 
coming out of the land of Egypt I will show him marvelous 
things" (Michah 7:15). HE INQUIRES: It says, "As in the days," but it 
should have said, 'As in the day', since they left at once and did not 
tarry. HE RESPONDS: THE EXPLANATION IS as in these lofty days, 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, the Congregation of Yisrael was blessed with. So will the 
Holy One, blessed be He, extricate the children of Yisrael from exile 
THROUGH THE DAYS OF ZEIR ANPIN. Then it is written: "And in that 
day shall you say, Praise Hashem, call upon His name... Sing to 
Hashem; for He has done excellent things: this is known in all the 
earth" (Yeshayah 12:4-5). What is "this (Heb. zot) is known"? HE 
RESPONDS: Now, Zot, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is known the THE 
TALIT, MEANING IN TZITZIT. At that time, Zot will be renowned in its 
various ways when the Holy One, blessed be He, will perform signs 
and miracles in the world. Then it is written: "On that day Hashem 
shall be one and His Name One" (Zecharyah 14:9). 
Blessed is Hashem for evermore. Amen and Amen. Hashem will 
reign for evermore. Amen and Amen.
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