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1. Noach and the ark 
The Zohar reveals secrets within the literal story of Noah and the Ark. Noah embodies the Sfirot of Yesod. The Ark is a metaphor for our world of Malchut. The 
sins of this generation literally separated the Malchut from Yesod, which was its source of Light. This is the mystery behind the flood's destruction. Any 
disconnection from Light produces darkness, and from within this darkness chaos and destruction emerge. Reading this section helps bond Malchut with 
Yesod. It is comparable to the simple action of throwing a light switch and banishing the darkness in a room. Moreover, by reading these passages we arouse 
spiritual forces of Light to combat and eradicate the present day negative actions of society that once again are beginning to sever the link between the Malchut 
and Yesod.

1. "These are the generations of Noach..." (Beresheet 6:9). Rabbi 
Chiya opened the discussion with the verses: "NOACH WAS A 
RIGHTEOUS MAN...", AND, "Your people also shall be all righteous: 
they shall inherit the land forever" (Yeshayah 60:21). IT WAS 
DIFFICULT FOR HIM TO UNDERSTAND THE CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THE TWO PARTS OF THE FIRST VERSE, BECAUSE 
AFTER THE STATEMENT, "THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS OF 
NOACH," THE TEXT SHOULD HAVE CONTINUED, 'SHEM, CHAM, 
AND YEFET.' IT SHOULD NOT HAVE ENDED WITH "NOACH WAS A 
RIGHTEOUS MAN." HE FURTHER STATED: Happy are the people of 
Yisrael, who occupy themselves with the Torah and are familiar with 
its paths, through which they will merit the world to come.
 

 

2. Rabbi Chiya continued: Come and behold! All Yisrael have a 
portion in the world to come. Why is this so? Because they observe 
the covenant on which the world is established. This is as it is 
written in the verse: "If my covenant be not day and night, it were as 
if I had not appointed the ordinance of heaven and earth" (Yirmeyah 
33:25), MEANING THAT YISRAEL KEEP IN HOLINESS OF THE 
COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION BY NEVER DESECRATING IT WITH 
SPILLING OF SEMEN IN VAIN, OR BY INCEST. Therefore, Yisrael, 
who has accepted the covenant and observes it, has a portion in the 
world to come.
  

3. Furthermore, as a result, they are called 'righteous.' We deduce 
from this that whoever observes the covenant upon which the world 
is established is called 'righteous.' How do we know this? We know 
this from Yosef, who observed the "covenant of the world," BY NOT 
MATING WITH HIS MASTER'S WIFE, and was therefore called 
'righteous.' And this is why it is written: "Your people also shall be 
all righteous: they shall inherit the land forever." RABBI CHIYA 
THUS EXPLAINED THE VERSE, "NOACH WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN," 
AS MEANING THAT NOACH OBSERVED THE COVENANT. FOR THIS 
REASON, HIS OFFSPRING HAVE CONTINUITY. THE VERSE THUS 
STATES: "THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS OF NOACH, NOACH 
WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN," BECAUSE HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 
THE CONTINUITY OF HIS CHILDREN ARE CONNECTED.
 

 

4. Rabbi Elazar said that we have learned that whenever the term 
"These (Heb. eleh)" appears, it always annuls something previously 
mentioned. Now, it is written in Beresheet , "A river comes out of 
Eden to water the garden and from thence it was parted" (Beresheet 
2:10). THIS MEANS THAT this river, WHICH IS YESOD, is drawn and 
comes out OF EDEN, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH, and enters the garden, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, to water it from the supernal waters and bring 
it pleasure, making it produce fruit and seed. This gives delight to 
everyone. The garden is pleased with its fruit, which brings pleasure 
to the river, because it made the fruit. As it is written: "Because in it 
he has rested" (Ibid. 3), MEANING "IN THE RIVER," WHICH IS 
YESOD. And it is also written: "And He rested on the seventh day," 
MEANING IN THE GARDEN WHICH IS MALCHUT. AS RABBI ELAZAR 
EXPLAINED, THE WORD "RESTED" IS DERIVED FROM 'REST' AND 
'PLEASURE'. This is the secret of the matter of the river that comes 
out of Eden-MEANING YESOD, for it produces offspring, and no 
other SFIRAH CAN PRODUCE ANY FRUIT.
  

5. Come and behold: so it was with Noach below. Noach was the 
sacred covenant below, as YESOD, OR THE RIVER THAT COMES 
OUT OF EDEN, was above. And he is called "Man of the Earth," 
BECAUSE THE EARTH REFERS TO MALCHUT AND YESOD IS 
MALCHUT'S MAN. So now we have learned a secret, that Noach 
needed the ark, WHICH ALLUDES TO MALCHUT, so he could unite 
with it and preserve the seed of the whole world. As it is written: "To 
preserve seed."
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6. RABBI ELAZAR ASKED: What is the ark? AND HE ANSWERED: It 
is the ark, WHICH IS MALCHUT, of the Covenant AFTER IT 
RECEIVES YESOD, WHICH IS CALLED THE COVENANT. And Noach 
and the ark below were like YESOD AND MALCHUT above, 
BECAUSE the covenant is mentioned in relation to Noach, as it is 
written: "And I will establish my covenant with you." As long as the 
covenant was not established in Noach, he did not enter the ark, as it 
is written: "And I will establish my covenant with you and you shall 
come onto the ark." Only then does the ark become the ark of the 
Covenant, MEANING THAT AFTER THE ARK RECEIVED AND 
ACCEPTED NOACH THE RIGHTEOUS, WHO IS THE COVENANT, IT 
BECAME THE ARK OF THE COVENANT.
 

 

7. So the ark and Noach are joined below, as are MALCHUT AND THE 
COVENANT above. And because the covenant above brings forth 
offspring, so Noach below bore generations. That is why IT IS 
WRITTEN: "These are the generations of Noach." THIS IS TO TEACH 
US THAT LIKE THE COVENANT ABOVE, WHICH IS YESOD OF 
ATZILUT, NOACH BORE EVERLASTING GENERATIONS. BECAUSE 
HE MERITED THE HOLY COVENANT, YESOD OF ATZILUT, WHICH IS 
CALLED THE COVENANT, RESTS UPON HIM.
 

 

8. "Noach was a righteous man." This is assuredly so, for his 
righteousness corresponds to YESOD above. That is why it is 
written: "the righteous are the foundation (Yesod) of the 
world" (Mishlei 10:25), and the earth, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is 
established upon him. He is the pillar that upholds the world, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT. That is why he is called the foundation of the world. 
And what is THIS YESOD? It is the righteous. Thus, Noach is the 
righteous below, AMONG THE SOULS. AND HENCE IT IS WRITTEN: 
"NOACH WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN"-TO TEACH US THAT THE 
WORLD IS BASED ON HIM.
 

 

9. And the secret of all this is revealed in the words, "Noach walked 
with Elohim," which mean to teach us that he never separated 
himself from Him, FROM MALCHUT. And he merited being called a 
righteous man on earth, as did the supernal Yesod, the Foundation 
of the World.' He is the covenant of peace and the peace of the 
world. Thus, he is called "Man of the Earth," MEANING THE 
'HUSBAND' OF THE EARTH. And that is why the verse is written: 
"Noach found favor in the eyes of Hashem."
  

10. RABBI ELAZAR ASKED: What is the meaning of "his 
generations" IN THE VERSE "perfect in his generations?" AND HE 
REPLIED THAT they are his descendants, who issued from him, all 
of whom he perfected THROUGH HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS and by 
whom he was also perfected. IN OTHER WORDS, THE VERSE 
"PERFECT IN HIS GENERATIONS" HAS TWO MEANINGS: (A) HIS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS PERFECTED ALL THE GENERATIONS THAT 
DESCENDED FROM HIM, AND (B) HE WAS PERFECTED BY THE 
GENERATIONS THAT DESCENDED FROM HIM. ANOTHER 
EXPLANATION IS THAT Perfect MEANS that he was born 
circumcised. As it is written: "Walk before me and be 
perfect," (Beresheet 17:1)MEANING CIRCUMCISED. "In his 
generations" includes only Noach's descendants and not the 
generations in the world in general. IN OTHER WORDS, EVEN 
THOUGH THE VERSE MEANS THAT HE WAS PERFECT IN ALL THE 
GENERATIONS OF THE WORLD, IT SAYS "HIS GENERATIONS" TO 
INDICATE THAT ALL THE GENERATIONS OF THE WORLD ARE HIS, 
AS THEY ALL DESCEND FROM HIM.
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11. Come and behold: from the day the world was created, Noach 
was destined to be joined in union with and to enter the ark. And 
until they were joined as one, the world had not reached a fully 
stable condition. And as soon as this occurred, it is written: "From 
these was the whole earth overspread" (Beresheet 9:19). What is 
meant by "overspread?" These words are analogous to the verse: 
"And from thence the river parted" (Beresheet 2:10), MEANING THAT 
SPREADING OUT IS SIMILAR TO THE SUPERNAL ARK, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF THE GARDEN. For from that point in the text 
onward, we find the separation and diffusion of progeny into all 
quarters of the world. THIS MEANS THAT AFTER THEY WERE 
PERFECTED IN THE ARK, THEY WERE ABLE TO COME FORTH AND 
EXIST IN THE WORLD OF SEPARATION WITHOUT BEING 
ANNIHILATED, AS WAS THE GENERATION OF THE GREAT FLOOD.
 

 

12. And all is one and one is like the other, BECAUSE THE 
BRANCHES BELOW ARE SIMILAR TO THEIR ROOTS ABOVE. So 
THE VERSE STATES, "These are the generations of Noach." "These" 
INDICATES THAT THE OTHER GENERATIONS ARE NO LONGER OF 
ANY CONSEQUENCE, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT EVERLASTING 
IN THE WORLD. Only Yesod (the foundation of the world,) WHICH IS 
NOACH, produced the fruit that still exists in the world. Rabbi Aba 
approached and kissed RABBI ELAZAR saying, 'The lion in his 
might has pierced through the rock and broke it asunder,' MEANING 
THAT IT WAS HARD AS A ROCK FOR HIM TO UNDERSTAND THE 
INNER MEANING OF THESE VERSES, BUT RABBI ELAZAR 
REMOVED ALL THE DIFFICULTIES HE HAD IN COMPREHENDING 
THE TEXT. All this is certainly true, BECAUSE ALL THAT HAS BEEN 
SAID ABOUT NOACH AND THE ARK BELOW CORRESPONDS TO 
THEIR SUPERNAL ROOTS IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT ABOVE. 
Even the measurements of the ark correspond to their roots above. 
Tosefta (addendum)
 

 

13. RABBI ELAZAR ASKED: Why is the name of Noach written 
twice? AND HE ANSWERED: Each and every righteous person in the 
world has two spirits. One stays in this world, while the other is in 
the world to come. And so we find that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
named all the righteous twice: "Moshe, Moshe" (Shemot 3:4), 
"Ya'akov, Ya'akov" (Beresheet 46:2), "Avraham, Avraham" (I Shmuel 
3:10), "Shmuel, Shmuel"--with the exception of Yitzchak. He is not 
named twice because when he approached the altar to be sacrificed, 
the soul that was within him in this world left him. And because it is 
said of Avraham, "blessed are you who resurrects the dead"--THAT 
IS, "LAY NOT YOUR HAND UPON THE LAD," AFTER HE HAD LIFTED 
HIS HAND, INTENDING TO SLAY HIS CHILD, so only the soul of the 
world to come was returned to him. AND THAT IS WHY HE IS NOT 
NAMED TWICE, YITZCHAK, YITZCHAK. And that is why you shall 
find that the name of the Holy One, blessed be He, was not unified 
UPON ANY OTHER RIGHTEOUS PERSON DURING HIS LIFETIME. It 
was unified only on Yitzchak, because he was already considered as 
dead. FOR HE HAD NO SOUL OF THIS WORLD, ONLY THAT OF THE 
WORLD TO COME. HE WAS LIKE THOSE WHO PASS AWAY FROM 
THIS WORLD. The verse states: "Even in His holy ones He has no 
trust" (Iyov 15:15) BECAUSE HE DOES NOT UNIFY HIS NAME ON 
THE RIGHTEOUS DURING THEIR LIFETIMES.
 

 

14. A different explanation given OF THE WORDS "NOACH 
NOACH" (Beresheet 6:9) is that because he was righteous, He 
praised him twice BY CALLING HIM "NOACH, NOACH." THAT IS, 
"perfect he was in his generation," but if he had lived in any other 
generation, such as that of Avraham or Moshe or King David, then 
he would not have been considered at all. Still another explanation is 
that if this is what he was able to perform in a generation in which all 
were wicked, how much more he could have done in a generation in 
which all were righteous. 
(end of the Tosefta)
  

 
 
2. "Come, behold the works" 
Noah was given his name because it was a direct reflection of his spiritual character. Noah is derived from the Hebrew word Nechamah, ???? which means to 
console. Noah's spiritual work and destiny was to console the earth in the aftermath of the flood and the destruction of the world. This great spiritual mission, 
expressed through his name, was Noah's connection to the Light of the Creator. Our name, too, is our bridge and link to the Creator. The name is like a strand of 
spiritual DNA that motivates and gives rise to our personal attributes, our inner character, and our mission in life. This section of the Zohar strengthens our 
name's spiritual function of connecting us to the Light.
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15. Rabbi Elazar opened his discourse WITH THE VERSES: "THESE 
ARE THE GENERATIONS OF NOACH" AND "Come, behold the works 
of Hashem, who has made desolations in the earth" (Tehilim 46:8). 
AND HE ASKED, "Come behold": what is the meaning of "behold?" 
AND HE ANSWERED: It is related to the verse, a grievous vision has 
been declared to me (Yeshayah 21:2). Because by His deeds, the 
Holy One, blessed be He, reveals his prophecy to Man. AND WHEN A 
PROPHECY OF GRIEVOUS DEEDS IS REVEALED BEFOREHAND, IT 
IS CALLED 'A GRIEVOUS VISION.' "Who has made desolations (Heb. 
shamot)" assuredly alludes to the word shemot, for a name is the 
cause of everything that happens. THIS MEANS THAT WE SHOULD 
CONSIDER THE NAME OF WHATEVER HAPPENS. FOR THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, PUTS THE NAME IN THE MOUTH OF MAN 
SO HE CAN NAME WHATEVER DWELLS OR OCCURS ON EARTH. 
SO THE VERSE IS ACTUALLY CALLING US TO GO AND OBSERVE 
THE WORKS OF HASHEM THROUGH THE NAMES BY WHICH THEY 
ARE CALLED ON EARTH. BECAUSE THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE 
HE, ACTS BEFOREHAND, PUTTING NAMES IN THE MOUTH OF MAN 
AS PROPHECY.
 

 

16. THE VERSE STATES: "And He called his name Noach, saying: 
This..." (Beresheet 5:29). RABBI ELAZAR ASKED: Why does the 
verse read, "saying: This?" And he answered: The word "saying" 
refers to the Female Principle, WHICH IS MALCHUT, while "This" 
refers to the 'Righteous,' WHO IS NOACH. AND THE PROOF is that it 
is written here and elsewhere, "This shall comfort us." "This is 
Hashem; we have hoped for Him" (Yeshayah 25:9). AND WE LEARN 
THROUGH ANALOGOUS MEANING: THE WORD "THIS" REFERS 
HERE TO HASHEM, WHO IS CALLED RIGHTEOUS, AND 
THEREFORE THE MEANING OF "THIS" IN ANY OTHER VERSE 
MEANS RIGHTEOUS AS WELL. HERE, IT REFERS TO NOACH, WHO 
IS RIGHTEOUS, LIKE HASHEM. LIKEWISE, THE VERSE THAT 
STATES, "AND HE CALLED HIS NAME NOACH," REFERS TO THE 
SUPERNAL FEMALE PRINCIPLE OR MALCHUT, WHO CALLED HIM 
NOACH, FOR THE FEMALE WAS "SAYING" "THIS," THAT IS, NOACH 
"SHALL CONSOLE US". Blessed are the righteous who are marked 
with the imprints of the ring of the King, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED 
BE HE, for they are marked with His name. And He has put "names" 
on earth, meaning in Man's mouth, so that everything can be called 
by its name correctly.
 

 

17. The verse states: "And He called the (Heb. et) his name 
Noach" (Beresheet 5:29), and it is also written: "And He called his 
name Ya'akov" (Beresheet 25:26). Why does it not say "the" IN 
REGARD TO YA'AKOV, AS WITH NOACH? Because each one refers 
to a different level. As it is written in the verse: "I saw (Et) 
Hashem" (Yeshayah 6:1). It does not say 'I saw Hashem,' but "Et 
Hashem." THIS INDICATES THAT THE PARTICLE "ET (THE)" HAS A 
SPECIFIC MEANING. Here too, it is written of Noach: "And he called 
(Et) his name Noach." As for, "And he called his name Ya'akov," in 
reality his level is that of the Holy One, blessed be He, and this is 
why the word "the" is not mentioned there. But with Noach, the 
particle "Et (the)" is mentioned so as to connect him with the 
Shechinah, WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. BECAUSE THE 
SHECHINAH IS CALLED "ET," THE PARTICLE "ET" DOES NOT 
APPEAR IN YA'AKOV'S NAME. FOR HIS LEVEL IS THAT OF A 
CHARIOT FOR THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, WHILE NOACH, 
WHO IS THE SECRET OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND IS ALWAYS 
CONNECTED WITH THE SHECHINAH, HAS THE WORD "THE" 
PRECEEDING HIS NAME.
 

 

 
 
3. "A good man lends with a good grace" 
We are given the opportunity to enhance our connection to the spiritual dimension of Yesod.
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18. "These are the generations of Noach." Rabbi Yehuda began his 
discourse on the verse: "A good man lends with a good grace, he 
conducts his affairs justly" (Tehilim 112:5). He said that "a good 
man" refers to the Holy One, blessed be He, who is called 'good'. As 
it is written: "Hashem is good to all" (Tehilim 145:9). And it is also 
stated that "Hashem is a man of war" (Shemot 15:3). He is gracious 
and lends YESOD to "all." BECAUSE Yud Hei Vav Hei, WHO IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, BESTOWS AND LENDS HIS ABUNDANCE OF MOCHIN UPON 
YESOD to the place that has nothing of its OWN, WHICH IS FEMALE. 
That place, THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, is nourished by it, YESOD. The 
words, "he conducts his affairs justly" refer to the fact that THE 
FEMALE PRINCIPLE is nourished only according to His Judgment, 
WHICH IS THE MOCHIN OF THE LIGHT OF CHOCHMAH. As it is 
written: "Justice and Judgment are the habitation of your 
throne" (Tehilim 85:14). SO JUSTICE, WHICH IS THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE, IS NOURISHED BY JUDGMENT. AND THE SECRET OF 
THE AFOREMENTIONED LOAN IS THAT IT IS THE SUPERNAL 
MOTHER. THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE HAS NOTHING OF HER OWN 
WITH WHICH TO RECEIVE THE MOCHIN. SHE HAS ONLY THAT 
WHICH SHE BORROWS FROM THE SUPERNAL MOTHER AND 
RECEIVES THROUGH ZEIR ANPIN, AS IS ALREADY KNOWN. SO 
THE MEANING OF THE VERSE, "A GOOD MAN," WHO IS THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, IS THAT HE "LENDS WITH A GOOD GRACE" 
ABUNDANCE TO YESOD AND THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. AND IN SO 
DOING, "HE ORDERS HIS AFFAIRS, WHICH IS THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE, ACCORDING TO HIS JUDGMENT, THE GREAT MOCHIN 
CALLED JUDGMENT.
 

 

19. A different meaning is that "a good man" signifies the righteous. 
As it is written: "Say to the righteous that it shall be well with him 
(or: that he is good), for they shall eat the fruit of their 
doings" (Yeshayah 3:10). SO THE RIGHTEOUS ARE CALLED GOOD. 
Rabbi Yosi said that "a good man" alludes to Noach, as it is written: 
"Noach was a righteous man." Rabbi Yitzchak said that "a good 
man" alludes to the glory of the Shabbat, REFERRING TO THE 
MOCHIN OF THE DAY OF SHABBAT, because the text begins with 
the words: "It is a good thing to give thanks to Hashem" (Tehilim 
92:2).
 

 

20. Rabbi Chiya said: It all amounts to the same thing, and they all 
said one thing, that THE RIGHTEOUS produces offspring in the 
world. HE ALSO ASKED: Who are the offspring of the world? AND 
HE ANSWERED: They are the souls of the righteous, as they are the 
fruit of the handiwork of the Holy One, blessed be He.
 

 

21. Rabbi Shimon said: When the Holy One, blessed be He, puts on 
His diadems, He crowns himself from above and from below: above, 
by the region of absolute depth, WHICH IS ABA AND IMA, and below 
by the souls of the Righteous. The result is that an increment of life 
from above and below embraces the place of sanctuary on all sides, 
causing the cistern to become full and the sea to be replenished, 
thereby providing life to all.
 

 

 
 
4. "Drink water out of your own cistern" 
Our realm of Malchut cannot draw in the Light without first arousing desire, and desire is aroused through the building of one's Vessel. According to the Zohar, 
righteous souls build Vessels through their positive actions and spiritual deeds. This secret is concealed within the story of Noah. The Ark signifies the realm of 
Malchut. Noah represents the righteous souls. We learn that after Noah built and entered the Ark he was then able to beget offspring to populate the world. 
Building and entering the Ark is the mystery concerning the awakening of desire in Malchut, and the offspring of Noah pertain to the Light of the Creator that is 
revealed in our physical realm. We become righteous souls who awaken the desire of Malchut each time we recognize, admit, and thus uproot our own negative 
traits, transforming them into positive attributes. From this section we receive the ability to act with righteousness, thus arousing the desires of Malchut.
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22. It is written: "Drink water out of your own cistern, and running 
water out of your own well" (Mishlei 5:15). SO RABBI SHIMON 
ASKED: Why does it say "your own cistern" first and then "your own 
well," since a cistern is an empty place without water, while a well is 
a fountain of running water? THEY ARE COMPLETELY DIFFERENT 
FROM EACH OTHER. HE ANSWERED: Both are the same, MEANING 
THAT BOTH REFER TO THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. But when the poor 
are attached to that region, MEANING WHEN THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE IS NOT CONNECTED WITH ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS HER 
HUSBAND, SHE IS CONSIDERED TO BE POOR AND is called 'a 
cistern', with nothing of its own except what is put inside it. This 
region is called Dalet, THE FOURTH LETTER OF THE ALPHABET, 
OR THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE WHEN SHE IS NOT CONNECTED WITH 
ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

23. And later, WHEN SHE MATES WITH ZEIR ANPIN, She becomes a 
well filled from all sides. THIS MEANS THAT SHE IS FILLED FROM 
THE RIGHT COLUMN OF ZEIR ANPIN AND FROM THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN OF THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. And what do these 
signify? It is the letter Hei, OR THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE WHEN SHE 
IS MATING WITH ZEIR ANPIN. SHE IS CALLED HEI, when She is 
being filled from above FROM ZEIR ANPIN and flowing from below 
from the souls of the righteous.
 

 

24. A different explanation for the verse, "Drink water out of your 
own cistern," is that it refers to King David, who wrote: "Who shall 
be the one to give me water to drink of the cistern of Bet lechem" (II 
Shmuel 23:15). Here, the words, "running waters," refer to Avraham, 
and "out of the midst" refers to Ya'akov, who is the center. "OUT OF 
THE MIDDLE" MEANS OUT OF THE CENTER. "Your own well" 
signifies Yitzchak, who is called "well of living waters." Thus, in this 
verse, we find a reference to both the Sacred Chariot of the Fathers 
and of King David.
 

 

25. The passion of the female toward the male is only aroused when 
he puts the spirit into her. And the flow of Mayin Nukvin (Female 
Waters) ascends to meet the Mayin Duchrin (Male Waters) above. 
And the congregation of Yisrael, OR MALCHUT, conceives a longing 
for the Holy One, blessed be He, only when the spirits of the 
righteous enter her, IN THE SECRET OF THE FEMALE WATERS. And 
then do waters flow from within her, THAT ILLUMINATE IN HER BY 
THE POWER OF THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, toward the Male 
Waters, WHICH ARE THE LIGHTS OF THE RIGHT COLUMN. And so, 
all OF THESE THREE ASPECTS become one passion, one union, 
and one tie, and this appeases everyone. And it is then that the Holy 
One, blessed be He, walks among the righteous. SO NOW WE SEE 
FIVE ASPECTS OF THE MOCHIN: NEFESH, RUACH, NESHAMAH, 
CHAYAH, AND YECHIDAH.
 

 

26. Come and behold: all the offspring-THE SOULS-from Gan Eden, 
WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE OF ZEIR ANPIN THAT 
ENCLOTHES THE SUPERNAL MOTHER, DO not issue from the 
Righteous, YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, until he enters the ark and 
becomes one with it. And all THE SOULS THAT IT RECEIVES FROM 
THE RIGHTEOUS are hidden there FOR A CERTAIN TIME after which 
they are born and leave it. The same applies here. Noach the 
righteous man did not beget any offspring to populate the world until 
he entered the ark and all gathered and were concealed on it WITHIN 
A CERTAIN PERIOD OF TIME, after which, they were born. They 
emerged from the ark to multiply in the world and to survive on 
earth. Had they not come through the ark, they would not have 
endured in the world.
  

27. All this was DONE according to the divine pattern. For, just as 
they left the ark, OR THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE above, so they left the 
ark OF NOACH below. Only now was the world able to exist 
permanently. That is why the words, "And running waters out of the 
midst of your well" are related to, "And Noach begot three sons."
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5. "And the earth was corrupted" 
The spiritual lesson revealed through these verses concerns the residue of negativity created by our immoral actions. The forces of negativity, aroused when we 
sin, remain with us and within the world indefinitely until true repentance is achieved by the wrong doer. This lingering negativity that hovers in our spiritual 
atmosphere can also influence others if their spiritual intentions are balanced on the narrow edge between good and evil. Should the remnants of a person's 
negative actions tip another person to the evil side, the original wrong doer must assume a measure of responsibility for the second sinner's actions.

28. "And the earth was corrupted before Elohim" (Beresheet 6:11). 
Rabbi Yehuda asked: If it says "And the earth was corrupted," why 
"before Elohim"? IS IT NOT OBVIOUS? AND HE REPLIED: It is 
because they performed their sins openly, in front of everyone's 
eyes. And that is why the verse states, "before Elohim."
 

 

29. Rabbi Yosi said: I believe the opposite. "And the earth was 
corrupted before Elohim" means that they did not sin openly. They 
sinned only before Elohim and not before Man. But eventually, they 
also sinned openly. As it is written: "And the earth was filled with 
violence" (Beresheet 6:11), which indicates that there was not a 
place on earth that did not witness their sins. Therefore, the verse 
declares that they sinned in two ways, THAT IS, IN HIDING AND IN 
THE OPEN.
 

 

30. "These are the generations of Noach." Rabbi Aba said, From the 
day that Adam transgressed his Master's command, all succeeding 
generations were called "sons of Adam." But it was not said to 
praise him, as much as to say, 'These are the sons of the man who 
transgressed his Master's command.'
 

 

31. But after Noach had appeared, all the descendants of Mankind 
are called after his name, "the generations of Noach." And this 
describes Noach's descendents in an honorable sense, because he 
secured for us permanent existence in the world, in contrast with 
"the generations of Adam," which describes us in a dishonorable 
sense, as he caused us to be driven out of this world by bringing 
death to all.
  

32. Rabbi Yosi said to him: If it is really so, we nevertheless see that 
in a later passage it is written: "Hashem came down to see the city 
and the tower that the children of Adam had built" (Beresheet 11:5). 
The verse clearly states "the children of Adam" and not "the children 
of Noach," EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE DESCENDED FROM 
NOACH. Rabbi Aba replied that because Adam sinned before his 
Master, THE VERSE INVOKES HIS NAME. And it would have been 
better for him not to have been created than to be mentioned in the 
Torah in such a manner.
 

 

33. Come and behold: it is written: "A wise son makes a glad 
father" (Mishlei 10:1). When a son is good, then all the people will 
mention his father's name with praise. But if a son is bad, they will 
mention his father with reproach. Now because Adam sinned and 
transgressed his Master's command, when THE TOWER BUILDERS 
came and rebelled against their Master, what was written about 
them? "That the children of Adam had built"! These are the children 
of Adam, the first man who had rebelled against his Master and 
transgressed His command.
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34. That is why the verse states that "These are the generations of 
Noach." These GENERATIONS ARE CONSIDERED TO BE THE 
DESCENDANTS and not the former ones. Those who came out of the 
ark and emerged from it ARE THE GENERATIONS. The generations 
of Adam which did not come out of Gan Eden WERE NOT DESTINED 
TO EXIST.
 

 

 
 
6. If Adam had not sinned, he would not have begot any offspring 
From the time of Adam's sin, the children born into our world retain an aspect of the evil inclination within their essence. This section helps prevent this evil 
presence from occurring in new children. Moreover, these words weaken and remove this negative influence from our children as we meditate upon the pages.

35. Come and behold: if Adam had brought generations with him 
from Gan Eden, they would have lived for generations. And the light 
of the moon, WHICH REFERS TO THE LIGHT OF MALCHUT, would 
have never been darkened. And all would have lived forever; and not 
even the angels above could have stood before them and borne their 
light brilliance and wisdom. As it is written: "In the image of Elohim 
did He create him" (Beresheet 1:27). But because he was the cause 
of the sin, he had to leave Gan Eden and bear children outside. So 
his generations did not last because they were not fit.
 

 

36. Rabbi Chizkiyah then asked: How could they have begotten 
offspring there-IN GAN EDEN? Had the evil inclination not been 
drawn down on him and enticed him to sin, he would have dwelled 
alone in the world and would have not begotten any offspring! The 
same applies to the nation of Yisrael; had they not sinned by the 
golden calf and drawn upon themselves the evil inclination AFTER 
ACCEPTING THE TORAH, they also would have never borne any 
offspring, and no new generations would have come into the world. 
THE MAIN POINT IS THAT THE POWER OF MATING DERIVES 
MAINLY FROM THE EVIL INCLINATION. SO WITHOUT THE EVIL 
INCLINATION THERE CAN BE NO OFFSPRING.
 

 

37. HE ANSWERED: Had Adam not sinned, he would not have borne 
offspring from the side of the evil inclination, but he would have 
borne them from the side of the Holy Spirit. But because he 
produced offspring only from the side of the evil inclination, all the 
offspring of mankind who are the 'sons of Adam' are born from the 
side of the evil inclination. They have no existence and no 
permanence, because the Other Side has been mixed with them.
 

 

38. But if Adam had not sinned and had not been driven out of Gan 
Eden, he would have begot offspring from the side of the Holy Spirit. 
And they would have been as holy as the supreme angels, and lived 
generations upon generations as angels do above. THIS MEANS 
THAT THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF MATING: ONE IS THE SPIRITUAL 
MATING OF THE ANGELS; THE SECOND IS THE MATING OF YESOD 
FOR THE SOULS. THAT NEED FOR THE EVIL INCLINATION 
RELATES ONLY TO THE MATING OF YESOD AND NOT TO THE 
SPIRITUAL MATING THAT COMES FROM THE SIDE OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT. But because he sinned and begot children outside Gan Eden 
and he did not merit to begot them in Gan Eden, therefore they did 
not survive even only to take root in this world until Noach came and 
went into the ark. And from the ark all descending generations of 
mankind emerged and spread to all four corners of the earth.
 

 

 
 
7. "And Elohim saw the earth" 
Reading these paragraphs helps purify the earth, which is constantly being corrupted and defiled through both small and large actions of negativity.
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39. "And Elohim saw the earth and behold, it was 
corrupt" (Beresheet 6:12). Why was the earth corrupt? CAN IT BE 
THAT IT DESERVED TO BE PUNISHED? AND HE ANSWERS: YES, 
because all flesh had corrupted its ways, as has already been 
explained. Rabbi Chiya opened the discussion, saying, "And Elohim 
saw from their deeds that they had repented from their evil 
way" (Yonah 3:10). Come and behold: when the people are righteous 
and observe the commandments of the Torah, the earth is 
invigorated and full of joy. And why is that? Because the Shechinah 
dwells upon the earth and everyone-both above and below-is joyous.
 

 

40. But when Mankind corrupts its ways, does not observe the 
commandments of the Torah, and sins before its Master, then it is as 
if Mankind drives the Shechinah out of the world. Then the earth is 
left corrupt, for the Shechinah is repelled by it and does not dwell on 
it. Then, the earth is corrupt. And why should the earth be corrupt? 
Because a different spirit rests upon it, causing the corruption.
 

 

41. Can the same be applied to the land of Yisrael as well, THAT IS 
ANOTHER SPIRIT COULD BE DWELLING THERE. But we have 
learned that no other spirit rests upon the Land of Yisrael, and there 
is no other appointed angel beside the Holy One, blessed be He 
himself. IF SO, THEN WHY WAS THE LAND OF YISRAEL 
CORRUPTED? AND HE REPLIED: Come and behold: it is true that no 
other appointee or messenger dwells in the land of Yisrael, beside 
the Holy One, blessed be He, Himself, but there is one time that the 
evil spirit may govern the land in order to destroy people. How do we 
know about that? From King David, as it is written: "And he saw the 
angel of Hashem standing between the earth and the heavens, with a 
drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem" (I Divrei 
Hayamim 21:16) and then the land was destroyed.
 

 

42. Rabbi Elazar said: Even in that time, WHEN HE SAW THE ANGEL 
OF HASHEM STANDING, it was the Holy One, blessed be He. 
Because what is written here, "the angel of Hashem," is analogous 
to "The angel who redeemed me" (Beresheet 45:16) and also to "the 
angel of the Elohim" (Shemot 15:19). AND AS THESE VERSES 
REFER TO THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, SO DOES THIS ONE. 
Be it for the best or the worst, the Holy One, blessed be He, shall 
always govern this land. For the best-because the land of Yisrael 
was never passed on to any other supernal governor, and THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, ALONE CAN DO IT GOOD. And all the other 
inhabitants of the world should be ashamed of their deeds, 
BECAUSE THEY ARE UNDER MINISTERS. For the worst MEANS 
THAT ONLY THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, RULES OVER THIS 
LAND to prevent the other ministers from delighting in ruling over it.
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43. And if you will ask is it not written: "For she has seen that the 
heathens entered into her sanctuary" (Eichah 1:10) and have 
destroyed the Temple, WHICH IMPLIES THAT if really no other 
ministers ruled, then the Temple would not have been destroyed! 
Come and behold: it is stated, "For you have done" (Ibid. 21) and 
"Hashem has done what he has devised" (Eichah 2:17). SO YOU 
CAN SEE THAT IT WAS DONE BY THE HOLY ONE, HIMSELF, 
BLESSED BE HE, AND NOT BY MINISTERS.
 

 

44. Come and behold: it is written: "And Elohim saw the earth and 
behold, it was corrupt" (Beresheet 1:12). It was surely corrupt. And 
furthermore, it is also stated: "And Elohim saw from their deeds that 
they had repented from their evil ways" (Yonah 3:10). Because then 
the earth calls out to the heavens above, TO ZEIR ANPIN, and is 
raised to the upper grade; it beautified its face, as though it were a 
female beautifying herself for the male. In the same manner, the 
earth tried to please the "King," WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, for she raised 
righteous children for Him.
 

 

45. While here, what is written about the generation of the Flood that 
did not repent? "And Elohim saw the earth, and behold it was 
corrupt," like a wife who committed adultery and hides her face from 
her husband. When the sins of Mankind multiply and become 
overwhelming, the earth sins openly and becomes brazen like a 
woman who has no shame. As it is written: "And the earth was 
defiled under its inhabitants" (Yeshayah 24:5). And so it is said, 
"And He saw that the earth was assuredly corrupt." You may ask, 
why? Because "all flesh had corrupted their ways upon the earth."
 

 

 
 
8. "Hashem has done that which he devised" 
As a parent feels the pain of a child whose iniquities have caused the child great suffering, the Creator feels the pain of all the souls who walk this earth. We 
should attempt to understand the Creator's love for us, and become inspired to relieve His pain by transforming ourselves. And in the process of doing so, we 
will relieve our own pain as well.

46. Rabbi Elazar went over to Rabbi Yosi, the son of Rabbi Shimon, 
son of Lakunya, his father-in-law. As soon as he saw him, he spread 
carpets over planks of wood and prepared a canopy under which 
they both sat. His father-in-law asked him if, by any chance, he had 
learned from his father the meaning of the verse: "Hashem has done 
that which He devised, He has performed his word that He 
commanded in the days of old" (Eichah 2:17).
 

 

47. He answered: Our friends have already explained it. "He has 
performed His word" means that He ripped His precious cloak; "that 
He commanded in the days of old" means that this cloak He 
commanded from the supernal days of old-MEANING FROM THE 
SFIROT OF THE PARTZUF OF ATIK, CALLED "DAYS OF OLD." On 
the day the Temple was destroyed, He ripped His cloak, for it is His 
Honor and perfection, NAMELY MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED THE 
HONOR OF HASHEM, AND IT IS HIS PERFECTION BECAUSE 
THROUGH IT, HE PERFECTS HIMSELF WITH THE MOCHIN OF THE 
LIGHT OF CHOCHMAH. "And He ripped it" MEANS THAT THE FIRST 
NINE SFIROT LEFT IT AND ONLY THE TENTH REMAINED.
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48. He asked, "Hashem has done that which He devised:" Is this the 
way of a king to devise evil against his sons even before they have 
sinned? And he answered: It is like a king who had a precious vessel 
and was constantly afraid that it might one day break. So he used to 
watch it by keeping it under his eye. One day his son came along 
and made the king angry. So the king took his precious vessel and 
smashed it. That is why it says "that which He has devised."
 

 

49. Come and behold: from the day the Temple was built, the Holy 
One, blessed be He, used to watch it, because it was very precious 
to Him. And He used to worry that Yisrael might sin and cause the 
Temple to be destroyed. So every time He came to the Temple, He 
wore a precious mantle, MEANING THAT HE MATED WITH 
MALCHUT. But when Yisrael sinned and made the King furious, the 
Temple was destroyed and He tore His cloak apart. That is the 
meaning of "Hashem has done that which He has devised..."--HE 
HAS PERFORMED.
 

 

50. "His word (Heb. imratto)" as mentioned here, REFERS TO 
MALCHUT, which was sitting in the beginning on the top of the tree 
(Heb. amir). And the King crowned Himself with it and he had before 
him a "beautiful tree;" THE TREE OF THE SOULS BEFORE THEY 
COME INTO THIS WORLD in front of His eyes. BUT NOW, AFTER 
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE, HE RIPPED HIS CLOAK, 
MEANING THAT THE UPPER NINE SFIROT LEFT MALCHUT AND 
ONLY THE LIGHT OF NEFESH REMAINED THERE. So now, AFTER 
THE DESTRUCTION, there is sadness before Him all over in the 
external houses, BUT NOT IN THE INTERNAL ONES. As the verse 
reads: "Behold, the valiant ones shall cry without" (Yeshayah 33:7), 
THAT IS, ONLY EXTERNAL ONES.
 

 

51. "And on that day Hashem Tzeva'ot called to weeping, to 
mourning, to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth" (Yeshayah 
22:12). This means that only on that day, when the Temple was 
destroyed, DID HE CALL FOR WEEPING AND MOURNING. But aside 
from that day, there is no greater joy for the Holy One blessed be He, 
than when the wicked of the world, who provoke Him, are removed 
from this world. As it is written: "And when the wicked perish there 
is joy" (Mishlei 11:10). So in each generation, when Judgment is 
executed on the wicked of the world, there is joy and songs before 
the Holy one, blessed be He.
 

 

52. And if you claim that we learned that there is no joy before the 
Holy One, blessed be He, when He passes His Judgment on the 
sinners, come and behold: when Judgment is delivered on the 
wicked, there is joy and exultation before Him, because they are 
removed from this world. But, when is there joy? When the time that 
He has waited for them TO REPENT is over, and they have not 
returned to Him from sinning. But if Judgment is delivered on them 
before their time has come, and the measure of their sins has not yet 
been completed, it is, as it is written: "the iniquity of the Emori is not 
yet full" (Beresheet 15:16). THIS MEANS THAT THERE STILL IS A 
CHANCE THAT THEY MAY REPENT; thus, there is no joy. And there 
is grief before Him because of their destruction.
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53. But, you might ask: If their time has not come yet, then why 
should Judgment be delivered on them? Because it is they who 
inflict the punishment on themselves, as the Holy One, blessed be 
He, would never punish them before their time has come. Because 
they associate with Yisrael in an effort to harm them, He passes His 
Judgment on them and entirely removes them from the world before 
their time is up. And now there is grief before Him, FOR HE 
DESTROYED THEM BEFORE THEIR TIME. This is also the reason 
why He drowned the Egyptians in the sea and destroyed the enemies 
of Yisrael in the days of Yehoshafat. They were all destroyed before 
their time because they wanted to harm the nation of Yisrael.
 

 

54. So only when the time that He waits for them is completed, and 
they do not mend their ways, is their destruction a cause for joy and 
exaltation before Him. The only exception was the time when the 
Temple was destroyed, because even though their time for angering 
Him had expired, there was no joy before Him. From that time 
onward, there has been happiness neither above nor below.
 

 

 
 
9. "For yet seven days" 
Learning the words that compose these powerful verses help us understand the spiritual dangers associated with the wasting of one's sperm. The negative 
forces in our midst automatically attach themselves to any gateway where the greatest Light can shine. This is Yesod in the Upper World, and the sexual organ 
in the physical world. 
The Kabbalist, however, does not consider the vague concepts of morality and codes of right and wrong as motivation for maintaining sexual relations within the 
spiritual confines of marriage. Rather, it is our own spiritual understanding of the metaphysical forces at work, including the laws of cause and effect, that will 
provide the impetus. Historically, religious and moral authorities, according to the Kabbalist, have not been granted great influence in regulating sexual 
relations. Instead, individual people must be empowered with knowledge that can assist them in understanding the consequences of their actions. If they are to 
be truly motivated, people must recognize the benefits to themselves derived from any particular spiritual action

55. "For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth 
forty days and forty nights" (Beresheet 7:4). Rabbi Yehuda said: 
What is the meaning of these forty days and forty nights? These 
forty days are to strike the wicked of the world, as is written: "forty 
strikes he may hit him and not exceed" (Devarim 25:3), 
corresponding to the "four winds of the world," WHICH ARE THE 
SECRET OF CHOCHMAH, BINAH, TIFERET, AND MALCHUT. As each 
one has ten, THERE ARE ALTOGETHER FORTY. For Man was 
created from the four winds of the world. So, the verse continues: 
"And every living substance that I have made will I destroy from the 
face of the earth." Forty strikes are needed to destroy the world.
 

 

56. Rabbi Yitzchak was visiting Rabbi Shimon, and he asked him 
about the verse that states: "And the earth was corrupt before the 
Elohim." Now, if it was man who sinned and was corrupt, what was 
the earth's sin? Rabbi Shimon answered, as it is written: "for all 
flesh had corrupted his way upon earth" and, also, "And the land 
was defiled, therefore I did visit the iniquity thereof upon it" (Vayikra 
8:25). So it is mankind that sins. But if you ask what is the sin of the 
earth, you should know that mankind constitutes the essence of the 
earth. If mankind corrupts it, it has become corrupted. This is proven 
by the verse: "And Elohim saw the earth and beheld it was corrupt, 
for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth."
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57. Come and behold: all of Man's sins and corruption can be atoned 
for by repentance. But by the sin of spilling his seed on the earth, 
Man corrupts himself and the earth as well. And of such a person, it 
is written: "The stain of your iniquity remains before me," (Yirmeyah 
2:22) and "For you are not an El that has pleasure in wickedness, 
evil shall not sojourn with you" (Tehilim 5:5). THIS MEANS THAT A 
PERSON WHO WASTES HIS SEMEN ON THE EARTH IS CALLED 
EVIL (BAD), AND HE SHALL NOT SOJOURN ANYMORE WITH THE 
HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE. IN OTHER WORDS, HE SHALL NOT 
ACCEPT HIS REPENTANCE, except after great penitence. It is also 
written that "Er, Yehuda's firstborn, was wicked in the eyes of 
Hashem; and Hashem slew him" (Beresheet 38:7), as already 
explained elsewhere.
 

 

58. Rabbi Yehuda asked: Why did the Holy One, blessed be He, bring 
his Judgment on the world--NAMELY, THE GENERATION OF THE 
FLOOD--punishing them with water and not with fire or something 
else? Rabbi Shimon replied that there is a secret behind this. As 
they corrupted their ways, the upper waters and the lower waters 
were unable to join as the male and the female ought. Anyone who 
corrupts his ways also corrupts the male and female waters. THIS 
MEANS THAT HE CAUSES A DEFECT IN THE MALE AND FEMALE 
WATERS, PREVENTING THEM FROM BEING CONNECTED WITH 
EACH OTHER. So, they were punished by water, just as they had 
sinned.
 

 

59. These waters were boiling and they skinned them alive, just like 
they corrupted their ways in boiling water. "One Judgment against 
another" MEANS THAT HE PUNISHED THEM MEASURE FOR 
MEASURE. "All the fountains of the great deep broke 
open," (Beresheet 7:11) refers to the lower waters, while "and the 
windows of heaven were opened" refers to the upper waters. THUS 
THEY WERE PUNISHED BY both-upper and lower waters.
 

 

60. Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Yosi were walking on their way. Reaching 
some great mountains, they found human bones that belonged to 
the generation of the Flood. They walked alongside one of these 
bones, which measured three hundred steps. Astonished, they said 
to each other: This clarifies what our friends have said, that they did 
not fear the Judgment of the Holy One, blessed be He, as is written: 
"They said to El, depart from us, for we do not desire the knowledge 
of your ways" (Iyov 21:14). So what did they do? They clogged the 
fountains of the deep with their feet. But the waters were too hot, 
and when they could no longer bear it, they slipped, fell on the 
ground, and eventually died.
 

 

 
 
10. "And Noach begot three sons" 
We receive assistance in purifying our souls from the Hand of the Creator Himself, who literally removes the soul, cleanses it, renews it from one of the Three 
Upper Worlds discussed here, and then gently returns it to our being. This process, which occurs as we meditate upon the Zohar, is subtle and unobserved by 
the human senses.

61. "And Noach begot three sons" (Beresheet 5,32): Rabbi Chiya 
said to Rabbi Yosi: Come and let me tell you what I have heard about 
this. It resembles a situation in which a man mates with his wife 
once, and then two or three children are born. Each one is different 
from the other in his ways and character: one is virtuous, one is 
wicked, and one is average. So there are three strands of the spirit 
that stretch out, fly, and are included within three worlds: BRIYAH, 
YETZIRAH, AND ASIYAH.
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62. Come and behold: the Neshamah emerges FROM MALE AND 
FEMALE OF ATZILUT, and it passes through mountains of 
separation INTO THE WORLDS OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH, AND 
ASIYAH. There, the Ruach connects to the Neshamah. The 
Neshamah descends down toward the Nefesh, joins the Ruach, and 
they all connect with each other. Rabbi Yehuda said: The Nefesh and 
the Ruach are included one with the other WHEN A PERSON IS 
BORN IN THE WORLD. AND THERE CAN NEVER BE A NEFESH 
WITHOUT A RUACH. The Neshamah resides in a man's character 
and ways, WHICH MEANS THAT THE NESHAMAH IS NOT BORN 
WITH THE NEFESH AND RUACH. THEREFORE, HE SHOULD DRAW 
HIS NESHAMAH DOWN TO HIM BY WALKING A STRAIGHT AND 
GOOD PATH. The Neshamah resides in a secret compartment, 
whose location is unknown. IT IS BORN WITH THE SIX ENDS, 
WHICH ARE NEFESH, RUACH, AND THE UPPER THREE SFIROT. 
THESE REMAIN IN THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE OF ATZILUT, HIDDEN 
FROM THE RESIDENTS OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH, AND ASIYAH.
 

 

63. A person who comes to purify himself is aided with a holy 
Neshamah. He is then purified, sanctified, and called holy. But if he 
does not merit and does not come to purify himself, then only two 
grades-Nefesh and Ruach-are open to him; for him, there is no holy 
Neshamah. Not only that, but if a person comes to defile himself, 
then he is defiled and loses heavenly support. Therefore, each 
person is judged according to his ways. THAT IS WHY IF A PERSON 
REPENTS AND COMES TO PURIFY HIMSELF, HE WILL GET THE 
SUPPORT AGAIN. BUT, YOU MAY POINT OUT, WHEN A PERSON IS 
BORN HE RECEIVES ONLY THE NEFESH OF THE "CLEAN CATTLE." 
STILL, THE RUACH IS ALWAYS INCLUDED WITH THE NEFESH, AS 
ALREADY EXPLAINED. THUS, HE HAS THE NEFESH AND THE 
RUACH AS SOON AS HE IS BORN, BUT THE NESHAMAH FROM THE 
SIDE OF THE "PURE CATTLE" IS RECEIVED ACCORDING TO HIS 
DEEDS. AND THIS APPLIES TO EVERY GRADE OR LEVEL. 
Tosefta (addendum)
 

 

64. We are the high ties of the greatest of fortresses. THE TERM 
'TIES' REFERS TO THE NEFESH, RUACH, AND NESHAMAH, WHICH 
ARE CALLED 'THREE TIES.' IN OTHER WORDS, OUR NEFESH, 
RUACH, AND NESHAMAH ARE TIED TOGETHER IN THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN, WHICH IS THE STRONGEST OF ALL THE FORTRESSES. 
IT IS CAPABLE OF STANDING UP TO THE 'OTHER SIDE.' Therefore, 
the eyes and the ears are open, MEANING CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, 
WHO ARE CALLED 'EYES AND EARS.' A voice from the voices 
descends from above and smashes mountains and rocks, MEANING 
THAT THE CENTRAL COLUMN, WHICH IS CALLED THE 'VOICE' AND 
IS DA'AT, INCLUDES THE THREE VOICES OF CHOCHMAH, BINAH, 
AND DA'AT OF DA'AT. BUT ONLY ONE VOICE DESCENDS AND 
ILLUMINATES FROM ABOVE DOWNWARD AND SMASHES ALL THE 
STRONG KLIPOT THAT ARE CALLED 'MOUNTAINS AND ROCKS'. 
BUT THE TWO UPPER VOICES, WHICH ARE CHOCHMAH AND 
BINAH OF DA'AT, ARE NOT DRAWN DOWN. Those who see, but do 
not see, and who have become hard of hearing and have difficulty 
seeing; who do not see, do not hear, and do not know how to 
understand the one located and included between the two--they are 
pushed out.
 

 

65. They cling to these two-MEANING TO THE TWO COLUMNS OF 
RIGHT AND LEFT WHICH ARE CHOCHMAH AND BINAH. While the 
one-the best of craftsmen, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN AND 
THE MASTER CRAFTSMAN, ON WHOM ALL THE MOCHIN DEPEND-
does not reside among them. THEREFORE they do not enter among 
the holy books. Because all those who do not have the craftsman, 
OR THE CENTRAL COLUMN residing among them are not written in 
the 'Book of Memories.' THIS MEANS THAT THEY RECEIVE 
NEITHER THE GREAT MOCHIN OF BINAH, WHICH IS CALLED THE 
'BOOK OF MEMORIES', NOR THE 'BOOK OF LIFE.' Therefore, they 
are erased from the 'Book of Life' and have no share in it. As it is 
written: "Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be 
written with the righteous" (Tehilim 69:28).
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/03%20-%20Noach%20.htm (14 of 78)2004/06/28 22:10:28



1

66. Woe to those who leave this world ERASED FROM THE 'BOOK 
OF LIFE.' Who shall ask about them and plead for them when they 
are turned over to hands of THE ANGEL Dumah, and are in the 
burning fire, which they can leave only on the first day of the month 
and on the days of Shabbat? As it is written: "And it shall come to 
pass, that from one new moon to another and from one Shabbat to 
another, shall all flesh come to worship before Me, says 
Hashem" (Yeshayah 66:23). When THE SHABBAT AND THE 
BEGINNING OF THE MONTH are over, an announcer from the north 
says, "The wicked shall be turned back to Sh'ol" (Tehilim 9:18). 
Angels of destruction then gather and attack them with four burning 
winds of fire in the valley of Ben Hinnom. THEY DO SO TO PUNISH 
THE WICKED WHO SPOILED THE FOUR ASPECTS OF CHOCHMAH, 
BINAH, TIFERET, AND MALCHUT.
 

 

67. They are visited three times a day DURING THE THREE PERIODS 
OF MATING BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN AND THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. 
THESE VISITS OCCUR DURING THE THREE PRAYERS OF EACH 
DAY TO EASE THEIR PUNISHMENT. Not only that, but when Yisrael 
says aloud, 'Amen, may the great name of Hashem be praised,' 
during the Kadish, THEN THERE IS MATING IN THE UPPER 
WORLDS, and the Holy One, blessed be He, is filled with 
compassion and mercy and forgives all. Then He signals to the angel 
appointed over the gates of Gehenom, whose name is Samariel and 
who has three keys with which he opens the three gates to the side 
of the desert. And then they see the light of this world, AND 
IMMEDIATELY as a fiery smoke comes and conceals the ways OF 
LIGHT AND IT BECOMES DARK.
 

 

68. Then the three in charge, who have trowels in their hands, use 
them to fan the smoke and blow it back to its place. Then, they are at 
ease for an hour and a half, after which they return to the fire. They 
are also at ease three times a day, as well as each and every time 
Yisrael answer 'Amen, may the great name of Hashem be praised.' 
Happy are the righteous whose paths and ways illuminate and shine 
to all directions in the world to come. As it is written: "But the path 
of just men is like the gleam of sunlight that shines ever more 
brightly until the height of noonday" (Mishlei 4:18).
 

 

 
 
11. The punishment in Gehenom 
A positive and healthy fear of sin can inspire us to pursue spiritual development, thereby avoiding the negative repercussions inherent in our world of cause and 
effect.

69. Rabbi Aba said that in Gehenom, there are compartments upon 
compartments, seconds, thirds, and so on until seven--our friends 
have already explained this issue. Happy are the righteous who 
guard themselves from the sins of the wicked and do not follow in 
their paths nor defile themselves. For when a person who has 
become impure dies, he passes onto the World of Truth and goes 
down into Gehenom. There he descends, until he reaches the lowest 
compartment.
 

 

70. And there are two compartments close to each other that are 
called Sh'ol and Avadon. Whoever reaches Sh'ol is judged and 
punished there and is then raised to a different, but higher, 
compartment. This continues until he is released from there. But 
those who go down and reach Avadon are never raised from there 
again. That is why it is called Avadon (lost), because they are lost 
there forever.
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71. Come and behold: Noach the righteous warned the people of his 
generation, but they did not heed him until the Holy One, blessed be 
He, brought the punishment of Gehenom upon them. What is the 
punishment Gehenom? It is fire and snow, water and fire; the first is 
cold, the other boiling. And all of that generation were sentenced to 
punishment in Gehenom and lost from the world.
 

 

72. After that punishment, the world was able to exist and function 
correctly. Noach entered the ark and brought into it all the species of 
living creatures of the world. So, of course, Noach was a tree that 
begot fruit, MEANING THAT HE WAS YESOD WHO IS CALLED 
RIGHTEOUS. And then all the species of the world emerged from the 
ark just as it happened above--MEANING JUST AS YESOD AND 
MALCHUT ABOVE.
  

73. Come and behold: when the tree that begets fruit, YESOD OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, is joined with the Fruit Tree, WHICH IS MALCHUT, then 
all the species of above-big and small animals and all their varieties-
come forward, each with other members of its species. As it is 
written: "both small and great beasts" (Tehilim 104:25). So was the 
case with Noach and the ark. They all emerged from the ark, 
MEANING THEY ALL WERE CORRECTED WHILE THEY WERE IN 
THE ARK. IT IS THE SAME WITH THE OFFSPRING ABOVE, WHO 
RECEIVE THEIR CORRECTION FROM MALCHUT. And the world 
exists just as IT DOES above. And this is why Noach is called the 
Man of the Earth and "a just man," MEANING THAT THE RIGHTEOUS 
IS JUST AS IS YESOD ABOVE, as has been previously explained.
  

74. Rabbi Chiya said: For 300 years before the Great Flood, Noach 
warned them to change their ways but they did not listen to him until 
the time when the Holy One, blessed be He, had finished waiting for 
them to repent. THIS IS AS WRITTEN: "YET HIS DAYS SHALL BE A 
HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS." Then they were lost from the 
world. Come and behold: IN THE PREVIOUS PORTION OF THE 
WEEK, it is written: "And it came to pass, when men began to 
multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to 
them" (Beresheet 6:1). And they went naked in front of all. And then, 
what is written? "And the sons of Elohim saw the daughters of men 
(Beresheet 6:2). This was the main cause THAT BROUGHT THEM to 
continue sinning until it finally caused them to be destroyed. And 
because of that they followed the evil inclination, held fast to its 
trunk and roots, rejected the Holy faith among themselves, and 
became defiled. So it is written: "The end of all flesh has come 
before me" (Beresheet 6:13), to teach that they were enticed.
 

 

 
 
12. "The end of all flesh" 
When the Angel of Death is given free rein as a result of the accumulated negative actions of mankind, his power becomes vastly enlarged. Even innocent souls 
who inadvertently cross his path fall victim to his powers of death and destruction. Nevertheless, Noah was able to find refuge within the Ark. The Zohar reveals 
that the Zohar itself is an embodiment of the Ark, and can therefore provide protection in times of chaos and destruction.
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75. Elohim said to Noach, "The end of all flesh has come before 
me" (Beresheet 6:13). Rabbi Yehuda related this verse to the one 
reading, "Hashem, make me know my end and the measure of my 
days what it is; Let me know how short lived I am" (Tehilim 9:5). King 
David said to the Holy One, blessed be He,: There are two 'ends,' one 
on the right and one on the left. And they are two paths for man to 
walk to the World of Truth. THERE is an end to the right, because it 
is written: "at the end of the days (also: 'right')" (Daniel 12:13). And 
THERE ALSO IS an "end of the left," as is written: "He sets an end to 
darkness, and the ending of all things does he investigate; the 
stones of darkness and the shadow of death" (Iyov 28:30). Who is 
the investigator? He is none other than the end who is to the left; HE 
IS THE INVESTIGATOR who brings darkness upon the faces of the 
creatures.
 

 

76. 'The end of the right' is, as we have previously said, 'to the end of 
the right.' As the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Daniel: "But go 
your way till the end be; for you shall rest" (Daniel 12:13). Daniel 
asked Him: "in this world or in the World of Truth?" He answered 
him, In the World of truth! As it is written: "They shall rest in their 
resting places (Yeshayah 57:2). He asked him, At the time when they 
shall rise from the earth--MEANING AT THE TIME OF THE 
RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD - "shall I rise and be among them or 
not?" He answered him: "And stand." Daniel continued, "I know that 
at the time of the resurrection they shall rise in groups. Some of 
them shall be the righteous, while the others shall be the wicked of 
the world. But I do not know with whom shall I rise!" He answered 
him, "for your allotted portion," MEANING 'AMONG THE 
RIGHTEOUS'. He continued, But you said 'go your way till the end 
be.' But there is the 'end of the right' and the 'end of the left,' and I do 
not know to which one I will go He answered him, 'To the end of the 
right.'
 

 

77. Similarly, David said to the Holy One, blessed be He : "Hashem, 
make me know my end. What is the portion of my lot?" (Tehilim 39:5) 
THAT IS, HE WANTED TO KNOW HIS FATE. And he had no rest until 
he was told, "Sit at my right hand" (Tehilim 110:1). Come and behold: 
the Holy one, blessed be He, told Noach as well: "The end of all flesh 
has come before me." Noach asked, "which 'end'? THE 'END OF THE 
RIGHT' OR THE 'END OF THE LEFT'?" AND HE ANSWERED, It is the 
'end' that brought darkness upon the faces of the creatures and 
caused the 'end' of all flesh, WHICH MEANS IT IS THE END OF THE 
LEFT, WHICH IS THE ANGEL OF DEATH.
  

78. From the words "has come before me" we learn that the wicked 
people of the world go out of their way to attract the Angel of Death 
upon themselves in order to bring darkness upon themselves. 
Therefore, because they give him permission, he grabs the soul. But 
he never takes the soul without permission. That is why THE VERSE 
READS, "has come before me." THIS MEANS THAT HE COMES 
BEFORE ME to get permission to bring darkness upon the faces of 
people of the world. And that is why it is written: "I will destroy them 
with the earth." Because I GAVE HIM PERMISSION: "make an ark of 
Gopher wood," on which to save yourself so that he should have no 
power over you.
 

 

79. Come and behold: We have learned that when there is a plague in 
a city or in the world, a person should not show himself in the 
marketplace, because the Angel of Destruction has received 
permission to destroy everything. This is why the Holy one, blessed 
be He, told Noach, 'It behooves you to take heed and not show 
yourself before the Angel of Destruction, so that he may not have 
power to rule over you.'
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80. But, you might say, who mentioned an Angel of Destruction 
here? It was only the onrush of the waters that BECAME A FLOOD. 
Now come and behold: Whether the world is stricken, or even when 
the world is only given over for judgment, the Angel of Destruction is 
in the middle of all punishment done in the world. Now, here as well, 
there was a Flood. The Angel of Destruction walked within the Flood, 
and, as a result, he was called 'THE FLOOD.' Thus, he was included 
within it. So the Holy One, blessed be He, told Noach to hide himself 
INSIDE THE ARK and not to show himself to the world.
 

 

81. And you may wonder how the ark survived, even though it was 
seen in the world through which the Angel of Destruction walked? 
But, as long as the face of the person is not seen by the Angel of 
Destruction, he cannot rule over him. And how do we know this? 
From Egypt. Because the verse reads: "as none of you shall go out 
of the door of his house until the morning" (Shemot 12: 22). The 
reason is that the Angel of Destruction was present OUTSIDE and 
could destroy anyone, and none should be seen before him. This is 
why Noach and all those who joined him hid within the ark. There, 
the Angel of Destruction had no power over them.
 

 

82. Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Yosi were on their way, when they came 
upon the mountains of Ararat, where they observed some deep 
ravines which had been left from the days of the Great Flood. Rabbi 
Chiya told Rabbi Yosi: These ravines are from the days of the Great 
Flood, and the Holy One, blessed be He, has left them to stay on 
throughout all the generations to come, so that the sins of the 
wicked would not be erased before him.
 

 

83. Because it is the way of the Holy One blessed be He. He desires 
that the righteous who fulfill His will be remembered above as well 
as below. He desires that their memories not be forgotten through 
the generations. Likewise, He also desires that the wicked who do 
not fulfill His will BE REMEMBERED. HE DESIRES that their sins 
never be forgotten and their punishments and their wicked ways 
always remembered, as it is written: "The stain of your iniquity 
remains before me" (Yirmeyah 2:22).
 

 

 
 
13. "Cry you with a shrill voice... poor Anatot!" 
Whereas Moses was able to help generate the revelation of Light on Mount Sinai, including the state of immortality, Noah was unable to accomplish the same 
feat in his time. The Zohar explains that Noah was a force of one, while Moses achieved a critical mass of people through the six hundred thousand souls who 
stood on Sinai. Awareness and inner motivation to bring about the total removal of evil and chaos from this earth is imbued to the reader through these 
passages. They awaken a desire to transform our own negative nature, and to share the Light of the Zohar. According to all Kabbalists, the Zohar is the most 
effective of all instruments for removing the negative inclinations born into the hearts of mankind. When a critical mass of people have embraced its wisdom, we 
will permanently eradicate all of humanity's pain and suffering.
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84. Rabbi Yosi quoted: "Cry you with a shrill voice, oh daughter of 
Gallim! Hark, oh Laisha! Oh you, poor Anatot!" (Yeshayah 10:30). 
Our companions have already explained this verse, which refers to 
the 'Congregation of Yisrael,' WHICH IS MALCHUT. So "cry with a 
shrill voice, O daughter of Gallim" refers to the daughter of Avraham 
the Patriarch IN THE SECRET OF 'THE FATHER ESTABLISHES THE 
DAUGHTER.' AND HE IS CHESED THAT ASCENDED TO 
CHOCHMAH. AND WHEN THE DAUGHTER HAS THE MOCHIN OF 
ABA, SHE IS THEN CALLED BAT GALLIM (lit. 'the daughter of 
springs'), as it is written: "A spring (Heb. gal), which is closed" (Shir 
Hashirim 4:12), MEANING THAT MALCHUT IS CALLED 'GAL' OR 
'SPRING' WHEN SHE RECEIVES THE MOCHIN OF 'THE FATHER,' 
ABA. THEREFORE, HERE SHE IS ALSO CALLED 'GALLIM' OR 
'SPRINGS,' BECAUSE 'springs' refer to the UPPER Lights that 
gather, enter MALCHUT, and fill her. THE GATHERING OF THESE 
LIGHTS IS THE SECRET OF THE THREE 'VOWELS' - CHOLAM, 
SHURUK, AND CHIRIK. As has already been quoted: "Your shoots 
are a garden of pomegranates" (Shir Hashirim 4:13). SO, THE 
'SHOOTS' REFER ALSO TO THE UPPER LIGHTS THAT GATHER 
AND ARE DRAWN INTO MALCHUT, LIKE STREAMS AND RIVERS.
 

 

85. "Listen Laisha:" The word 'laisha' also appears in the verse, "The 
lion (Heb. laish) perishes for lack of prey" (Iyov 4:11). THIS MEANS 
IT IS THE OPPOSITE OF THE NAME 'GALLIM,' AS IT REFERS TO 
THE TIME WHEN MALCHUT, LACKING ABUNDANCE, HAS NO 
IMPORTANCE. 'Laish' is the masculine term; 'Laisha' is the feminine. 
SO WHEN THE TERM 'LAISHA' APPEARS, IT REFERS TO MALCHUT, 
WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. AND HE ASKS, "Why is She 
called BY THE NAME 'Laish'? Is it because it is written: 'lion which is 
strongest among beasts?' (Mishlei 30:30). DOES THIS SIGNIFY THE 
LION'S MIGHT, or is it written to remind us that the lion perishes for 
lack of prey--WHICH IS BECAUSE OF LACK OF ABUNDANCE? AND 
HE ANSWERED: All that is said refers to 'Laish.' THE TERM 'LAISH' 
REFERS TO THE TIME WHEN MALCHUT IS AT THE POINT OF 
SHURUK, WHEN BOTH THE ASPECTS OF GVURAH AND THE LACK 
OF ABUNDANCE CONVERGE AND APPEAR IN HER. AT THIS 
STAGE, MALCHUT IS CALLED the lower Gvurah, as She is drawn 
down from the upper Gvurah, MEANING FROM THE GVURAH OF 
BINAH. AND THAT IS WHY SHE IS DESCRIBED AS THE LION, 
WHICH IS STRONGEST OF ALL BEASTS. But also, She is 'the lion 
perishes for lack of prey.' When these streams, WHICH ARE THE 
SUPERNAL LIGHTS, depart and do not enter her, then She is called 
the 'Laisha' (Lioness), which perishes for lack of prey. As is written: 
"The Lion perishes for lack of prey, and the lion's whelps are 
scattered abroad." (Iyov 4:11).
 

 

86. And when the verses mention 'Laisha' or 'poor Anatot,' meaning 
the poorest of the poor, the meaning is the same as in, "of the 
priests that were in Anatot" (Yirmeyah 1:1), and "Anatot, get on your 
fields" (I Melachim 2:26). THESE TERMS OF 'ANATOT' ALWAYS 
INDICATE POVERTY. HE FURTHER ASKED: What does SOLOMON 
want to teach us BY THE TERM 'ANATOT?' And he answered: As 
long as King David was alive, Evyatar became wealthy and 
prosperous. But after that, WHEN KING DAVID DIED, EVYATAR 
BECAME POOR. THEN King Solomon told him, Anatot, get on your 
fields.
 

 

87. HE ASKED: What is the true reason that Solomon called him BY 
THE NAME ANATOT? WHY SHOULD HE CALL HIM WITH A NAME OF 
DISGRACE? AND HE ANSWERED: He wanted to tell him that during 
your days, my father lived in poverty, but now THAT I AM RICH, get 
on your fields. FOR A PERSON WHO SERVED DURING THE DAYS 
OF POVERTY IS NOT FIT TO SERVE DURING THE DAYS OF 
PROSPERITY. HE FURTHER STATED that we should now explain 
why Evyatar was called Anatot. Should one assume that it was 
because he was from Anatot? We have already learned from the 
verse: "And one of the sons of Achimelech, the son of Achitov, 
named Evyatar, escaped" (I Shmuel 22:20). And he came from Nov, 
the city of the priests. We have learned that Nov is also called Anatot 
and why is it called Anatot--because of the poverty and destitution to 
which it had been reduced by King Shaul through the slaughter of all 
its priestly inhabitants. Nevertheless, THIS IS NOT THE TRUE 
REASON FOR THE NAME, BECAUSE Anatot was the name of a 
village that is not Nov. Rather, King Solomon called Evyatar Anatot, 
"because you were afflicted (Heb. hit'anita) in all that my father was 
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afflicted" (I Melachim 2:26)--and because he also came from the city 
of Nov. So the true reason is that because King David lived in 
poverty in his days, he called him thus, ANATOT.
 

 

88. Rabbi Chiya said that the world was in a state of poverty from the 
time that Adam transgressed the command of the Holy One, blessed 
be He, until the time when Noach came forward and offered his 
sacrifice, thereby settling the world. Rabbi Yosi said that the world 
was not settled and the land was not pure from the pollution of the 
serpent until Yisrael stood at Mount Sinai and held onto the Tree of 
Life. Only then did the world settle properly.
 

 

89. And had the children of Yisrael not sinned before the Holy One, 
blessed be He, they would have never died, for the pollution of the 
serpent had been purged from them. But because of their sin, the 
first tablets, which brought freedom from all sins, freedom from the 
serpent--who is the "end of all flesh," THIS IS THE ANGEL OF 
DEATH--were broken.
 

 

90. And when the Levites rose up to slay the guilty, THAT IS WHEN 
MOSHE TOLD THEM, "PUT EVERY MAN HIS SWORD BY HIS SIDE... 
AND SLAY EVERY MAN HIS BROTHER (Shemot 32:27), then the Evil 
Serpent rose up in front of them. Nevertheless, he could not 
dominate them because all Yisrael was girt with a special armor that 
protected them against his attacks. THIS SPECIAL ARMOR IS THE 
ORNAMENTATION THAT THEY RECEIVED AT MOUNT CHOREV. 
Thus, the serpent could not have prevailed against them. However, 
when He said to Moshe, "Therefore, now put your ornaments off 
from yourself" (Shemot 33:5), the permission to rule over Yisrael 
was given to the serpent.
 

 

91. Come and behold: it is written: "And the children of Yisrael were 
stripped of their ornaments from the mount of Chorev" (Shemot 
33:6). SO HE ASKED: "Were stripped?" It should have been written 
'stripped themselves!' AND HE ANSWERED THAT the words "were 
stripped" SHOW US that they were actually stripped by another 
POWER, as permission was given to the serpent to rule over them. 
"The ornaments they received from the mount Chorev," REFERS TO 
THE TIME when the Torah was given to Yisrael.
  

92. Rabbi Chiya asked: why, if Noach was a righteous man, did he 
not cancel death over the world, JUST AS IT WAS CANCELED AT 
THE TIME OF THE GIVING OF THE TORAH? AND HE ANSWERED: 
Because the pollution of the serpent had not yet been removed from 
the world and because the people of the world had no faith in the 
Holy One, blessed be He. As a result, they clung to the 'leaves of the 
lower Tree,' THE FORCES OF EXTERNAL POWERS, and covered 
themselves with the spirit of defilement.
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93. Not only that, but WHEN THEY LEFT THE ARK, they continued to 
sin and follow the Evil Inclination, as they had before. Also the Holy 
Torah, which is the Tree of Life, had not yet been brought down for 
the world by the Holy One, blessed be He. In addition to all this, 
Noach himself brought death upon the world. As it is written: "And 
he drank of the wine and was drunk, and was uncovered within his 
tent" (Beresheet 9:21). This has already been explained.
 

 

 
 
14. The Jew 
The following section reveals the hidden secrets and mysteries concerning the holidays of Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and the First Day of each new 
month. The Zohar reveals the process by which we utilize these spiritual tools to cleanse our world, and our souls, of the negative residues from our egotistic 
behavior. We can help facilitate all these processes as we meditate and intently browse through the ancient text.

94. As they were walking along, they saw a Jew coming toward them. 
Rabbi Yosi said that this person is a Jew, because he looks like a 
Jew. When he reached them, they asked him WHO HE WAS. He told 
them that he was on a religious errand, as he lived in the village of 
Dramin and the time of the holiday (Heb. Succot) having arrived, they 
needed the palm branch (Heb. Lula) and the other three components 
(this is citron, myrtle, and willow). He was on his way to cut them 
down for the purpose of the commandment. They walked together.
 

 

95. The Jew spoke to them and asked: Have you heard why we need 
these 'four kinds' with the palm branch to appease the world during 
this holiday, BUT NOT AT ANY OTHER TIME? They told him: Our 
colleagues have already explained this subject BY TELLING THE 
REASON, but if you have a new explanation, then say it.
 

 

96. He said: the place where we live is indeed a small one, but all 
indulge in the study of the Torah. We have a rabbi, who is well 
known among the Rabbis, whose name is Rabbi Yitzchak and who is 
the son of Rabbi Yosi from Mechoza'a. He teaches us new 
explanations of the Torah each and every day. And he said that 
during this holiday, it is the time of the domination of Yisrael, WHEN 
YISRAEL OBTAINS DOMINATION OVER THE MINISTERS OF THE 70 
NATIONS. So it is written: "then the malicious waters would have 
gone over our soul, Blessed be Hashem, who has not given us as a 
prey to their teeth" (Tehilim 124:5-6). AND HE ASKED, "Does water 
have teeth?" AND HE REPLIED THAT they-THE MALICIOUS 
WATERS-refer to the other nations, AND THE "TEETH" REFER TO 
the supernal ministers of these nations, who are worshippers of the 
planets and constellations. They are blessed through Yisrael, and 
they are called malicious waters, as it says "the malicious waters."
 

 

97. To dominate THE MINISTERS OF THE NATIONS, we come with 
the Holy Name that is represented by those "four kinds" with the 
palm branch: THE MYRTLE IS THE SECRET OF CHESED, GVURAH, 
AND TIFERET, FROM THE LETTER YUD OF THE HOLY NAME; THE 
WILLOW BRANCHES ARE THE SECRET OF NETZACH AND HOD, 
FROM THE FIRST LETTER HEI OF THE HOLY NAME; THE PALM 
BRANCH IS THE SECRET OF YESOD, FROM THE LETTER VAV OF 
THE HOLY NAME; AND THE CITRON (HEB. ETROG) IS THE SECRET 
OF MALCHUT OF THE LOWER HEI OF THE HOLY NAME. Together 
they appease the Holy One, blessed be He, and rule over the 
malicious waters with the secret of the Holy Name. They bring and 
arouse upon us the holy waters, NAMELY THE ABUNDANCE OF THE 
UPPER WATERS, for the water libation ceremony at the altar, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT. AND THESE UPPER WATERS OVERCOME THE 
MALICIOUS WATERS.
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98. And he went on to say that on Rosh Hashanah, (the New Year) 
the first awakening, WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, reoccurs 
and appears in the world. THIS MEANS THAT THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE RETURNS TO ITS PREVIOUS STATUS ON THE FOURTH 
DAY OF THE CREATION. AND HE ASKED: What is this first 
awakening? AND HE ANSWERED: That it is the lower courthouse 
that is aroused in order to judge the world. It is when the Holy One, 
blessed be He, sits on the throne of Judgment and judges the world.
 

 

99. This house of Judgment rules and judges the world until Yom 
Hakippurim (the Day of Atonement), when the face of the Female 
Principle 'lights up.' THIS MEANS THAT THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE 
RECEIVES THE UPPER THREE SFIROT-KETER, CHOCHMAH, AND 
BINAH- CALLED THE 'FACE.' At this time, the slanderous serpent 
leaves the world alone, because he is busy with the scapegoat which 
has been offered to him. This offering is from the side of the spirit of 
defilement, WHICH IS APPROPRIATE FOR THE SLANDEROUS 
SERPENT, WHO IS THE PROSECUTOR. So while he is occupied with 
his scapegoat, he does not approach the Holy Temple, OR THE 
FEMALE PRINCIPLE. THAT IS, HE DOES NOT APPROACH THE 
CHILDREN OF YISRAEL IN ORDER TO PROSECUTE THEM 
ANYMORE, AND DOES NOT SEPARATE THE MATING OF ZEIR 
ANPIN AND THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE.
 

 

100. This scapegoat is like the sin offering of the he-goat on the first 
day of the month. BECAUSE HE IS OCCUPIED WITH IT, the face OF 
THE HOLY TEMPLE, WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, lights up. 
And this is how all Yisrael find mercy in the eyes of the Holy One, 
blessed be He, and how the sins of Yisrael are removed. But there is 
one secret, he told them, that may not be revealed, except to 
exceedingly wise, saintly, and pious men. Rabbi Yosi asked him: 
And what is that secret? So he answered: I have not yet checked you 
out, so I cannot tell whether you are fit to hear this secret.
 

 

101. They proceeded on their way, and after a while he said: When 
the moon, WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, approaches the sun, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, then the Holy One, blessed be He, stirs up 
the northern side, WHICH IS THE LEFT COLUMN THAT IS DRAWN 
FROM THE POINT OF SHURUK, and He grasps her lovingly and 
draws her toward Himself. THIS IS THE SECRET OF ASKING 
PERMISSION THROUGH APPEASEMENT. And then the southern 
side, WHICH IS THE RIGHT COLUMN, is aroused from the other side, 
NAMELY FROM THE SIDE OF THE POINT OF CHIRIK. And eventually 
the moon, WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, rises and joins the 
east, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. Thus, She draws sustenance from both 
sides, FROM THE SOUTH AND FROM THE NORTH, and receives the 
blessing OR THE ABUNDANCE OF THE MATING, in silence. 'IN 
SILENCE' MEANS THAT SHE IS IN THE STAGE OF THE SIX ENDS 
AND UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE POINT OF CHIRIK, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF THE VERSE, "BUT HER VOICE WAS NOT 
HEARD" (I SHMUEL 1:13). FOR THE WORDS 'VOICE' AND 
'SPEAKING' SIGNIFY THE UPPER THREE SFIROT. And now the 
moon is blessed and filled WITH THE ABUNDANCE, as a woman 
approaches her husband. THIS MEANS THAT A COMPLETE MATING 
HAS OCCURRED, IN WHICH THE ENTIRE MOCHIN ARE REVEALED 
TO THE WORLD.
 

 

102. Just as there are secrets pertaining to the body of Man and its 
correspondence to the ZEIR ANPIN, so too there are secrets 
pertaining to the body of the Female Principle OF ZEIR ANPIN. And 
the only difference between them is their color: THE COLOR GREEN 
IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHILE RED IS THE SECRET OF 
THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. NEVERTHELESS, THE SHAPES OF THEIR 
PARTS ARE SIMILAR. And as there is that above which joins her and 
rises to receive her with love, so below ATZILUT, beneath the moon, 
of the 'other side,' lies the secret of the lower Man. HE also has the 
same parts of the body, NAMELY THE LEFT AND RIGHT AND SO ON. 
WHAT WE LEARN FROM THIS IS THAT ALL THE LEVELS ARE 
MODELED AFTER ONE ANOTHER, SUCH THAT THE SHAPES OF 
THE UPPER LEVELS CARRY DOWN TO THE LOWER ONES. AND 
THE AROUSAL OF ANY ONE OF THESE ASPECTS, AROUSES AN 
OPPOSITE ASPECT IN THE OTHER LEVELS, AS SHALL FURTHER 
BE EXPLAINED.
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103. Above, the left arm OF ZEIR ANPIN holds THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE and rises lovingly toward her. But below, the Serpent, 
which is the left arm of the spirit of defilement, rides upon THE 
FEMALE PRINCIPLE OF DEFILEMENT, and he who rides upon THE 
SERPENT, WHO IS THE MALE OF THE DEFILEMENT, AND MATES 
WITH HIM, grasps him. By this he approaches the moon, WHICH IS 
THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, and draws her toward him, MEANING 
THAT HE SUCKS FROM HER from between the clinging--MEANING 
THE PLACE OF THE MATING--and thus, She becomes defiled.
 

 

104. Then, Yisrael below offer the scapegoat. ON THE FIRST DAY OF 
THE LUNAR MONTH, THE SERPENT IS DRAWN TO IT FOR HIS 
ENTIRE CRAVING IS FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT. 
THROUGH THE SCAPEGOAT, YISRAEL DRAWS THE SWEETENING 
OF MALCHUT IN BINAH AND THE ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT 
FROM BELOW UPWARD. Then the moon is purified AND BECOMES 
FIT TO RECEIVE THE ABUNDANCE FROM HER HUSBAND, ZEIR 
ANPIN. She then climbs up and clings above TO ZEIR ANPIN in order 
to be blessed. While before, when She was below AND HAD NOT 
YET MATED WITH ZEIR ANPIN, She was dark, now her face lights 
up. SO NOW WE HAVE EXPLAINED THE ISSUE OF THE 
SCAPEGOAT ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH, WHOSE 
PURPOSE IS TO PURIFY THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. IT DRAWS THE 
MERCY OF BINAH AND THE ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT TO THE 
FEMALE PRINCIPLE, RETURNING HER TO PURE STATE. 
ALTHOUGH THE SERPENT CAN STILL AROUSE THE JUDGMENT 
AFTER SHE HAS BEEN REVEALED TO HIM, HE DOES NOT DO SO, 
BECAUSE HIS WHOLE DESIRE IS FOR THE LEFT COLUMN, WHOSE 
ILLUMINATION HE DOES NOT WANT TO SPOIL. NOW, IN EFFECT, 
THE PROSECUTOR BECOMES THE COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENSE.
 

 

105. The same is true of Yom Kippur, another day on which the evil 
serpent is kept busy with the scapegoat, WHICH IS THE 
ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT. JUST AS ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE 
LUNAR MONTH, WHEN THE SERPENT IS BUSY WITH THE 
SCAPEGOAT, the moon is freed from him and may busy herself in 
protecting Yisrael as a mother protects her children. Then the Holy 
One, blessed be He, blesses Yisrael from above and forgives the 
people for their sins.
  

106. Later in the year, when Yisrael reach SUKOT (THE FEAST OF 
TABERNACLE), the Right Column of above is aroused, as alluded to 
in THE VERSE, "AND HIS RIGHT ARM EMBRACES ME." This allows 
the moon, WHO IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, to attach herself to him, 
NAMELY TO THE RIGHT, and then her face is fittingly illuminated. 
Then She shares her blessings with all the ministers below, NAMELY 
THE 70 MINISTERS OF THE NATIONS. By keeping them occupied 
with their blessings, they are distracted from approaching and 
sucking from Yisrael's portion. AS IS DESCRIBED WITH THE 
SERPENT AND THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, HIS OCCUPATION WITH 
THE SCAPEGOAT DEFLECTS HIS PROSECUTION OF THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE.
 

 

107. The same applies below IN THIS WORLD. When all the other 
nations are blessed, they all become occupied with themselves and 
do not meddle with Yisrael or covet its portion. JUST AS WE 
DESCRIBED PREVIOUSLY-THE SERPENT WITH THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE AND THE 70 SUPERNAL MINISTERS WITH YISRAEL-SO 
IS THE CASE WITH THE 70 NATIONS AND YISRAEL BELOW. This is 
why DURING SUKOT, WHEN THEY OFFER THE 70 BULLS AS A 
SACRIFICE, Yisrael draw blessings down to all the supernal 
ministers OF THE 70 NATIONS, so they will be occupied with their 
blessings and not meddle with Yisrael.
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108. When the moon is full of blessings from above, the children of 
Yisrael come and draw sustenance from her for themselves alone. 
That is why it is written: "On the eighth day there shall be a solemn 
assembly (Heb. Atzeret) for you" (Bemidbar 24:35). What is this 
assembly? It indicates the assembling of the blessings from above, 
from which only Yisrael may draw sustenance. And that is why it is 
written: "There shall be a solemn assembly for you," REFERRING 
SPECIFICALLY to 'you' and not to the other nations; to you and not 
to the other supernal ministers.
 

 

109. This is the reason why YISRAEL appeases THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE, with water libations UPON THE ALTAR. THIS gives 
the supernal ministers OF THE NATIONS part of the blessing, so that 
they are occupied with it and do not meddle with Yisrael when they 
come to draw the blessings from above later during their festivity. 
And of this day, it is written: "My beloved is mine and I am his" (Shir 
Hashirim 2:16), MEANING that there is no stranger among us.
 

 

110. This day is like the day on which a king invites a close friend to 
a special feast, prepared on a special day, so that his friend will 
know his deep love. The king thinks to himself: Now I wish to feast 
and be merry with my beloved alone, but I fear that during my feast 
all the other ministers will come and join us at our table to be 
together and take part in the festive meal that I have prepared for my 
beloved and myself. So what does the king do? He first regales his 
governors and ministers with dishes of vegetables and beef. Only 
after they are satisfied can he sit in peace with his friend and enjoy 
the supernal banquet with the world's finest delicacies spread before 
them. And while alone with the king, his friend puts before him all 
his petitions and requests, which the king grants. So just as the king 
enjoys the company of his beloved alone, with no stranger 
disturbing them, the Holy One, blessed be He, enjoys Yisrael. Hence 
it is written: "On the eighth day there shall be a solemn assembly for 
you."
 

 

111. Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Chiya said: The Holy One, blessed be He, 
established the right way for us; happy are those who delve into the 
Torah. They approached THE JEW and kissed him. Rabbi Yosi 
applied to him the verse: "And all your children shall be taught of 
Hashem and great shall be the peace of your children" (Yeshayah 
54:13). When they reached a field, they all sat down. That man asked 
what changed when the verse says, "And Hashem rained upon 
Sdom and upon Amorah," (Beresheet 19:24) AND DID NOT USE THE 
TERM 'ELOHIM'? And what changed during the Great Flood, when 
the term 'Elohim' comes into frequent usage, while the term Hashem, 
AS MENTIONED IN THE OVERTHROWING OF THE CITIES OF SDOM 
AND AMORAH, IS NOT USED AT ALL?
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112. We have learned that everywhere the term "and Hashem" is 
mentioned, IT INDICATES Him and His Court of Judgment, NAMELY 
ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS MERCY, AS WELL AS HIS FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE, WHICH IS JUDGMENT. But when the term Elohim is 
mentioned alone, this indicates only the Court of Judgment, 
NAMELY THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE WITHOUT ZEIR ANPIN. In the 
case of Sdom, Judgment was passed not to destroy the world, and 
thus, ZEIR ANPIN was involved in carrying out Judgment. THAT IS 
WHY HASHEM IS WRITTEN YUD-HEI-VAV-HEI, INDICATING THE 
ATTRIBUTE OF MERCY. AND HE WORKED WITH HIS COURT OF 
JUSTICE, WHICH IS HIS FEMALE PRINCIPLE, FOR THE LETTER 
VAV, WHICH CARRIES THE MEANING OF THE ENGLISH WORD 
AND, IS JOINED WITH YUD-HEI-VAV-HEI, INDICATING THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE. But in the case of the Great Flood, the whole world and 
all of its inhabitants were destroyed. THAT IS WHY THE EVENT IS 
DESCRIBED WITH THE TERM 'ELOHIM,' INDICATING THE 
ATTRIBUTE OF JUDGMENT ALONE, UNTEMPERED BY MERCY.
 

 

113. And although you may say that Noach and all who were with 
him WERE SAVED AND NOT ALL WERE DESTROYED, IT IS ONLY 
BECAUSE THEY were "hidden from sight" and unseen BY THE 
ANGEL OF DESTRUCTION. Thus, IT IS CONSIDERED THAT 
everything, NAMELY, EVERYTHING THAT WAS SEEN BY THE EYES 
OF THE ANGEL OF DESTRUCTION, that existed in the world was 
destroyed. That is why the term "And Hashem," indicates that he 
does not destroy all that is revealed to the eye, AS IN THE CASE OF 
THE DESTRUCTION OF SDOM. However, the term Elohim indicates 
that all should be carefully concealed, because He destroys 
everything, NAMELY ALL THAT IS "REVEALED TO THE EYE." That 
is why the term Elohim REFERS TO THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE alone, 
DISTINCT FROM ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS MERCY.
 

 

114. And this is the secret of the verse, "Hashem sat at the 
Flood" (Tehilim 29:10). SO HE ASKED, What is THE MEANING OF 
THE TERM "sat?" AND HE ANSWERED THAT if it had not been 
written in the scriptures, we could not have said it, BECAUSE THE 
TERM "SAT" INDICATES that He sat alone, by Himself and was 
distinct from the Judgment THAT WAS PASSED AT THE GREAT 
FLOOD. THIS IS BASED ON THE ANALOGY THAT here it is written: 
HASHEM sat, while in another place it is written: He shall sit alone 
(Vayikra 13:46), OUTSIDE THE CAMP. THE MEANING, IN BOTH 
CASES, IS THAT HE WAS ALONE, by himself. ALL THIS LEADS TO 
THE FACT THAT AT THE SENTENCE OF THE FLOOD, YUD-HEI-VAV-
HEI SAT ALONE; HE DID NOT JOIN IN THAT JUDGMENT. AND THAT 
IS WHY THE SENTENCE WAS IMPOSED AS JUDGMENT WITHOUT 
MERCY.
 

 

115. Now because Noach was out of sight after the sentence was 
passed, the world was destroyed, and His temper was quiet, it is 
written: "And Elohim remembered Noach." For UNTIL NOW when He 
was destroying the world, Noach was not remembered, because he 
was 'out of sight.'
 

 

116. I have learned a secret that the Holy One, blessed be He, is 
revealed and concealed. He is revealed when presiding over the 
lower Court of Judgment, WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE 
CALLED RACHEL WHO STANDS FROM THE CHEST OF ZEIR ANPIN 
DOWNWARD, and He is concealed when he is AT the place from 
where comes all the blessings, WHICH IS THE STATE IN [mb1]
WHICH ZEIR ANPIN MATES WITH LEAH. LEAH STANDS FROM THE 
CHEST OF ZEIR ANPIN UPWARD, AND FROM THIS MATING ALL 
BLESSINGS COME FORTH. This is why all the words of Man that are 
hidden from sight are blessed from above, while all those exposed to 
view are under the influence of the Court of Judgment, NAMELY THE 
FEMALE PRINCIPLE WHO IS FROM THE CHEST OF ZEIR ANPIN 
DOWNWARD, because this is the place that is revealed, NAMELY 
THE REVEALED WORLD. IN OTHER WORDS, THE LIGHT OF 
CHASSADIM is REVEALED IN HER ILLUMINATION BY CHOCHMAH. 
The one who is called the 'Evil Eye' rules over her, MEANING THAT 
ALL JUDGMENT AND KLIPOT CLING TO THE PLACE WHERE THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH IS REVEALED. Thus, all is according 
to the supernal secrets of above.
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117. Rabbi Yosi wept and said: Happy is the generation who has 
Rabbi Shimon among it. His merit has brought us to these 
mountains, so that we could hear such supreme discoveries. He 
continued: This man has come for the SOLE purpose of revealing 
these discoveries to us. The Holy One, blessed be He, sent him to 
us. And when they came to Rabbi Shimon and repeated ALL THAT 
THEY HEARD, he said: Definitely, all that he said is true.
 

 

 
 
15. The secrets of the sacrifices 
Here the Zohar discusses the mysteries that surround the ritual of sacrifice. We connect to the Light through the sacrifices that were made during the time of the 
Holy Temple. The secret of this ritual concerns the sacrifice that must occur within the self. We must become the sacrifice, spiritually speaking, by giving up our 
own ego and evil inclination. This section gives us the strength of character to approach the people in our lives with honesty, and to sacrifice our own egos by 
admitting any jealousies and insecurities in our relationships with them.

118. Rabbi Elazar was sitting one day before his father, Rabbi 
Shimon, and he asked him, if the 'End of all Flesh,' WHICH IS THE 
OTHER SIDE, enjoys himself with those sacrifices that Yisrael 
offered upon the altar? He answered that all derived their 
nourishment and were pleased, both above and below.
 

 

119. Come and behold: the Priests, the Levites, and the children of 
Yisrael are THE SECRET OF THE THREE COLUMNS-RIGHT, LEFT, 
AND CENTRAL-AND ARE called 'Adam' (Man), through the union of 
the holy desires that rise from them, AS MAYIN NUKVIN (FEMALE 
WATERS). DESIRE RISES FROM THE PRIESTS BY THEIR WORK; 
FROM THE LEVITES BY THEIR SINGING; AND FROM YISRAEL BY 
THEIR ATTENDANCE AT THE TIME OF THE OFFERINGS OF THE 
SACRIFICE. And when a sheep, or a deer or any other animal is 
brought to be sacrificed, all sins and evil desires and intentions 
must be confessed over them. Then the sacrifice is called 'a beast,' 
as it is now burdened with all the sins and evil intentions THAT 
WERE CONFESSED OVER IT.
  

120. This is similar to the sacrifice of the scapegoat, of which it is 
written: "and he shall confess over him all the iniquities of the 
children of Yisrael" (Vayikra 16:21). So here as well, OVER EVERY 
SACRIFICE, THERE SHOULD BE A CONFESSION OF THE SINS. 
Because when the sacrifice is raised upon the altar AND IS NOT 
SENT TO THE DESERT, it bears a twofold burden, each of which is 
raised to its own place. The first is in the secret of Adam (Man), 
which is also the secret of the three Columns; the latter is in the 
secret of the beast, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION 
OF THE LEFT COLUMN ONLY, as it is written: "Man and beast You 
do save, Hashem." (Tehilim 36:7).
 

 

121. Fried meal offerings and all other meal offerings arouse the 
Holy Spirit, NAMELY THE ASPECT OF MAN, through the desire of 
the Priests, the singing of the Levites and the prayer of Yisrael, WHO 
COLLECTIVELY ARE THE SECRET OF THE THREE COLUMNS. And 
from the smoke that the oil and the flour raises UPON THE ALTAR, 
all the prosecutors replenish themselves, and are appeased. Once 
appeased, they become powerless to pursue the indictment that has 
been delivered into their hands, AND THEY ARE CONSIDERED TO 
BE THE ASPECT OF THE BEAST. SO THE MEAL OFFERINGS 
PERTAIN TO MAN AND BEAST ALIKE, and both are drawn at the 
same time. IN OTHER WORDS, BOTH MAN AND BEAST ARE 
DRAWN AT THE TIME OF THE SACRIFICIAL OFFERING. Come and 
behold: everything is arranged in accordance with the secret of 
faith-- both sides are replenished and sent above endlessly.
 

 

 
 
16. Raising the hands during prayer 
The essence of this passage from the Zohar concerns the hands, and their inherent nature of constantly attracting negative forces. Since the hands are the tools 
by which we carry out most of our actions in life, the forces of darkness latch onto them in order to influence our deeds. We can infuse our hands with the 
positive energy that dwells in the Upper Worlds so that they bring blessing and good fortune to all endeavors.
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122. Rabbi Shimon said: "I raise my hands on high to pray," AS HE 
BEGAN TO REVEAL THE ORDER OF THE EMANATIONS OF THE 
UPPER THREE SFIROT OF ARICH ANPIN, WHICH ARE CALLED 
KETER, THE 'MIND (HEB. MOACH) OF AIR,' AND THE 'CONCEALED 
MIND (MOACH).' HE BEGAN, TOO, TO REVEAL HOW TO RISE UP TO 
THE 'UNREVEALED HEAD,' WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
ENDLESS WORLD (HEB. EIN-SOF), BLESSED BE HE. BECAUSE 
THIS ISSUE IS AN EXALTED AND VERY SECRET MATTER, HE 
PRAYED SO THAT THE REVELATION OF THESE SECRETS WOULD 
BE ACCEPTED BEFORE HASHEM, BLESSED BE HE. When the 
supernal desire at the highest point above, WHICH IS THE SECRET 
OF KETER OF ARICH ANPIN, is established upon the forever 
unknown and ungraspable desire, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
HEAD OF ATIK CALLED THE 'UNKNOWN HEAD,' THE KETER OF 
ARICH ANPIN becomes the most concealed Head above. And that 
Head emanates all that He emanates and all that is unknown, WHICH 
IS THE MIND (MOACH) OF AIR OF ARICH ANPIN. And He illuminates 
all that he illuminates in a concealed manner, WHICH IS THE 
CONCEALED MIND (MOACH) OF ARICH ANPIN, AS SHALL BE 
FURTHER EXPLAINED.
 

 

123. The desire of the supernal thought, which is the KETER OF 
ARICH ANPIN, IS CALLED THE SUPERNAL WILL. AFTER IT HAS 
BEEN ESTABLISHED AS THE HEAD, IT IS CALLED the "supernal 
Thought." But as the supernal Thought runs after THE LIGHT OF 
THE UNKNOWN HEAD, a veil spreads BETWEEN THE UNKNOWN 
HEAD AND THE KETER, allowing it to reach-and to not reach-the 
light. THE VEIL HINDERS IT FROM REACHING THERE. The Light 
shines upward toward the veil, BUT NOT FROM THERE 
DOWNWARD. Therefore the supernal Thought shines with 
Unrevealed Illumination TO THE CONCEALED MIND (MOACH), and 
with Light unknown to the "Mind (Moach) of air." And the Thought 
itself, WHICH IS KETER, is considered unknown.
 

 

124. Then, the illumination of the Unknown Thought hits upon the 
illumination of the veil that stands and shines UPON THE THREE 
LESSER DEGREES, MENTIONED ABOVE. THESE CONSIST of what 
is unknown BY THE 'MIND (MOACH) OF AIR,' what is not known, BY 
KETER, and what is unrevealed IN THE 'CONCEALED MIND.' Thus, 
the illumination of the Thought that is not known, WHICH IS THE 
UNKNOWN HEAD, hits upon the veil's illumination, and they shine 
together. And from them, nine Chambers are made IN THE 
UNKNOWN HEAD.
 

 

125. These Chambers are not Lights, AS ARE THE NINE LIGHTS OF 
ARICH ANPIN in their original location. And they are neither Ruchot 
nor Neshamot, and nobody can understand what they are. BECAUSE 
THE LIGHT OF THE EIN SOF, BLESSED BE HE, SHINES UPON THE 
UNKNOWN HEAD, THE NINE PALACES THEREIN ARE AS THE EIN 
SOF, WHICH NO MIND CAN GRASP, AS SHALL BE EXPLAINED. The 
desire of all nine Lights OF THE THREE HEADS OF ARICH ANPIN are 
standing in the Thought, NAMELY IN THEIR LOCATION IN ARICH 
ANPIN, WHICH IS CALLED THE THOUGHT and is also considered 
one of them. THE THOUGHT OF ARICH ANPIN IS COUNTED AS ONE 
OF THESE NINE LIGHTS, AND ALTHOUGH THE LIGHTS ARE 
LOCATED IN THE UNKNOWN HEAD, THE UNKNOWN HEAD IS NOT 
OF THEIR ASPECT AT ALL. THE DESIRE OF ALL IS to pursue THE 
NINE CHAMBERS IN WHICH THEY ARE LOCATED WITHIN THE 
UNKNOWN HEAD, while THE NINE LIGHTS are located in the 
Thought, WHICH IS ARICH ANPIN. Nevertheless, THE CHAMBERS 
are not attained and not known TO THE NINE LIGHTS because they 
are NOT established as either AN ASPECT OF desire or as AN 
ASPECT OF supernal Thought, WHICH IS ARICH ANPIN. They grasp 
and do not grasp that all the secrets of Faith are based upon THESE 
NINE CHAMBERS. And all of these Lights come from the secret of 
the supernal Thought, WHICH IS ARICH ANPIN, and all OF THE NINE 
CHAMBERS ORIGINATE FROM IT and all are called the Ein Sof. 
Because the Lights reach and do not reach, there is no desire nor 
thought at this point.
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126. When Unknown Thought shines from its source, NAMELY 
FROM THE MIND (MOACH) OF AIR, IT IS ENCLOTHED AND 
COVERED BY BINAH. It shines upon whom She shines, and they 
enter each other until they are as one.
 

 

127. Returning to the secret of the sacrifice: when it is raised ON 
THE ALTAR, UNIFICATIONS, SUCH AS THOSE OF THE THREE 
HEADS OF ARICH ANPIN IN THE UNKNOWN HEAD AND BINAH IN 
THE HEAD OF ARICH ANPIN, ARE DONE AS HAS BEEN 
PREVIOUSLY EXPLAINED. All are enmeshed within one another and 
shine one upon the other. Now all the stages are in the secret of the 
'Ascending' and, when it ascends to the Unknown Head, Thought, 
WHICH IS ARICH ANPIN, is crowned by the Ein Sof. THAT IS, THE 
LIGHT OF EIN SOF SHINES UPON THE ILLUMINATION OF THE NINE 
CHAMBERS OF THE UNKNOWN HEAD. AS IT IS SAID, THE 
ILLUMINATION OF THE SUPERNAL THOUGHT, WHICH IS ARICH 
ANPIN, SHINES FROM THE NINE CHAMBERS AND IS CALLED EIN 
SOF. And FROM EIN SOF comes ARICH ANPIN. It is established and 
shines upon whom It shines. All is based upon this, ON THE 
DRAWING OF THE LIGHT OF EIN SOF BY ARICH ANPIN TO THE 
WORLDS, AS HAS BEEN EXPLAINED. Happy are the righteous who 
raise up the 'Female Waters' and unify the aforementioned exalted 
combinations in this world and the world to come, as they inherit 
both worlds.
 

 

128. Come and behold: this 'End of all Flesh,' means that the 
attachment takes place in joy above IN BINAH AND IN ARICH ANPIN. 
The same applies below TO ZEIR ANPIN, THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, 
AND THE LOWER WORLDS. AND THE ATTACHMENT OF EVERY 
LOWER STAGE TO EVERY UPPER ONE OCCURS in happiness and 
in a desire to share fulfillment with all above and below, EVEN TO 
THE 'END OF ALL FLESH' and Ima, WHICH IS THE SHECHINAH, 
dwells properly upon Yisrael.
 

 

129. Come and behold: every first day of the month, when the Moon 
renews herself, OR, IN OTHER WORDS, THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE 
RENEWS HERSELF BY MATING WITH ZEIR ANPIN. Then, the 'End of 
all Flesh' is given an extra portion, WHICH IS THE SCAPEGOAT OF 
THE NEW MOON, which is added to the REGULAR sacrifices. Thus, 
he is occupied by it and uses his portion. SO, THE NEW MOON'S 
SCAPEGOAT RENEWS THE ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT SIDE, 
FROM WHICH THE 'END OF ALL FLESH' IS REPLENISHED. Hence, 
the RIGHT side of Yisrael remains for them alone so that it can unify 
with its King. This is why THEY OFFER THE SCAPEGOAT, ALSO 
CALLED 'Hairy' (Heb. Se'ir), because it belongs to the part of Esav, 
who is described as being hairy, as it is written: "Esav my brother is 
a hairy man" (Beresheet 27:11). Thus, THE 'END OF ALL FLESH' 
replenishes from his part OF ESAV, WHICH IS THE LEFT SIDE, while 
Yisrael replenishes from its side, WHICH IS THE RIGHT. Thus, it is 
written: "For Yah has chosen Ya'akov to Himself, and Yisrael for His 
treasure" (Tehilim 135:4).
 

 

130. Come and behold: the sole desire of this 'End of all Flesh' is 
flesh alone. All that is done with the flesh in any instance is only for 
his sake. That is why he is called the 'End of all Flesh.' And when he 
rules, he rules over the body, WHICH IS THE FLESH, but not over the 
soul. The soul returns to its place, WHILE THE BODY, NAMELY the 
flesh, is given over to this place, NAMELY THE 'END OF ALL FLESH.' 
It is the same with the offering, as the desire goes to one place and 
the flesh to another.
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131. A person who is righteous is HIMSELF a sacrifice given for 
atonement, BECAUSE HE SACRIFICES HIS OWN DESIRE, 
OVERCOMING HIS WILL. But a person, who is not righteous, is not 
accepted as a sacrifice because he is blemished. As it is written: 
"They shall not be accepted for you" (Vayikra 22:25). So the 
righteous alone atone for the world and are accepted as sacrifices in 
this world. Come and behold: "And Hashem said to Noach, the End 
of all Flesh is come before me," NAMELY, THE OTHER SIDE. And it 
came to receive permission to darken the faces of humankind. So 
that is why "I will destroy them with the earth."
 

 

132. Come and behold: it is written: "And Noach was 600 years 
old" (Beresheet 7:6). AND HE ASKED: Why does the verse count 
THE YEARS OF NOACH? AND HE ANSWERED: If Noach was not 600 
years old, he would not have entered the ark and become united with 
it. Because he became completed in 600 years, he became united 
with the ark.
 

 

133. From the day that the sins of the people were completed, FROM 
THE TIME THEY WERE DESERVING OF RECEIVING THEIR 
PUNISHMENT, the Holy One, blessed be He, still waited for them. He 
waited until Noach completed his 600 years and perfected himself as 
a righteous man. Only then did Noach enter the ark. And everything 
below is as above. IN OTHER WORDS, EVERYTHING WAS DONE BY 
DIVINE INSPIRATION FROM THE UPPER YESOD AND MALCHUT. 
THAT IS WHY IT IS WRITTEN: "And Noach was 600 years old," and 
not 'approximately 600.' For, as we have said, he had to be exactly 
600 years old TO COMPLETE THE SFIRAH OF YESOD.
  

 
 
17. "And I... do bring the Flood of waters" 
No matter how far one may fall spiritually, the Light of the Creator is always present the moment we decide to rise above our negativity. This awareness, together 
with the positive influences radiating from the text, is the way we can begin our ascent.

134. And he continued, quoting the verse: "And I shall Myself bring 
the Flood of waters" (Beresheet 6:17). HE ASKED: Why DOES THE 
VERSE SAY "Myself" after already saying "And I?" AND HE 
ANSWERED: The words "I" and "Myself" are the same. But, come 
and behold: wherever it is written "I," a body has been made for the 
soul. THIS MEANS THAT "I" IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, WHICH IS 
THE ASPECT OF THE BODY FOR ZEIR ANPIN. CONVERSELY, ZEIR 
ANPIN IS CONSIDERED TO BE HER SOUL. And it certainly does 
receive from above FROM ZEIR ANPIN. That is why THE WORD "I" is 
hinted with the sign of the Covenant (the circumcision) WITH THE 
LETTER VAV (LIT. 'AND'), WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN. As it is 
written: "I... My covenant is with you" (Beresheet 17:4), FOR THE 
FEMALE PRINCIPLE RECEIVES FROM THE COVENANT OF ZEIR 
ANPIN. "I" means that it is ready to be revealed and is achievable; "I" 
means that it is a throne of what is above; "I" means that I am the 
one who shall seek revenge for generations upon generations. But 
the words "and I" (Heb. Ve-Ani), APPEARING IN THIS PASSAGE, 
INCLUDE THE LETTER VAV, and refer to the union of the Male and 
Female. THE VAV OF VE-ANI REFERS TO THE MALE, WHO IS ZEIR 
ANPIN. Then, THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE is mentioned alone, 
WITHOUT ZEIR ANPIN, at the time when She is ready to pass 
Judgment, as it is written: "Myself shall bring the Flood of waters 
upon the land."
 

 

135. HE ASKED IF it has been already stated, "shall bring the Flood," 
do we not understand that He refers to water? IF SO, WHY IS IT 
THEN NECESSARY TO MENTION "FLOOD OF WATERS?" AND HE 
ANSWERED: Flood implies the presence of the Angel of Death, even 
though it was only water. The Angel of Destruction went in the world 
to destroy it with this water.
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136. HE CONTINUED BY SAYING: We have learned that the words, "I 
am Hashem" shows that 'I am faithful to the recompense of the 
righteous and the punishment of the wicked.' So, here, in this verse, 
"I" means to promise to reward and repay the righteous well in the 
world to come. Likewise, it describes the threat to the wicked, who 
will be punished in the world to come, with the term "I".
 

 

137. As we previously explained, the words "To destroy all flesh" 
refer to the Angel of Destruction. This is why it is also written: "And 
He will not allow the Angel of Destruction to come into your house to 
smite you" (Shemot 12:23). THIS MEANS THAT HE DOES NOT GIVE 
HIM PERMISSION TO DESTROY. To "destroy all flesh" that alludes to 
THE ANGEL OF DESTRUCTION. AS IS HINTED IN THE VERSE, "The 
end of all flesh is come before me," MEANING THAT IT CAME 
BEFORE HIM TO ASK PERMISSION TO DESTROY. The time the Holy 
One, blessed be He, had waited for them to repent had passed. That 
is, Noach had reached 600 years of age, AND IT WAS POSSIBLE TO 
REWARD HIM, AS THE VERSE PROMISES, "TO REWARD THE 
RIGHTEOUS." THE TIME HAD ALSO ARRIVED FOR THE 
PUNISHMENT OF THE WICKED. THAT IS WHY HASHEM GAVE 
PERMISSION TO THE ANGEL OF DESTRUCTION "to destroy all 
flesh." He said: This is what we learned in the name of Rabbi 
Yitzchak, who told us all this.
 

 

 
 
18. "I said, I shall not see Yah" 
Many dark forces attempt to sway us from our spiritual path, tempting our eyes with the illusions of physical reality. But we can draw the Light to assist us in 
seeing through these illusions. In this way, we can follow the path that leads to the Light of the Creator, rather than the path that leads to punishment.

138. He began by saying, "I had said, I shall not see Yah, Yah is in 
the land of the living; I shall behold man no more with the 
inhabitants of cessation" (Yeshayah 38:11). How obtuse, he said, are 
the people who do not know or pay heed to the words of the Torah, 
but look only upon worldly matters. The spirit of wisdom is forgotten 
from them.
 

 

139. When a person departs this world, that person gives an account 
to his Master of all his worldy actions. He does this while his body 
and soul are still joined together and he can see all that he sees until 
he reaches the World of Truth, where he meets Adam, the first man, 
sitting at the gate of the Garden of Eden, waiting to see and rejoice 
with all who have observed the commandments of their Master.
 

 

140. And many are the righteous around Adam, who instead of 
walking along the path that leads to Gehenom, followed the path to 
the Garden of Eden. These are the ones who are called "Residents of 
the world" (lit. chadel, which means 'cessation') (Yeshayah 38:11) 
AND HE ASKED: Why is it not written: "Inhabitants of the 
world" (Heb. cheled)? HE ANSWERED: Because they are not like the 
mole (Heb. chulda), a creature who endures life blindly, laboriously 
storing and hiding provisions, knowing not for whom. They are the 
Residents of cessation, as in "Cease (Heb. chidlu) from man whose 
breath is in his nostrils" (Yeshayah 2:22). BECAUSE THE HEBREW 
WORD CHADEL MEANS TO AVOID, THEY ARE CALLED THE 
RESIDENTS OF CESSATION. They avoided walking the path of 
Gehenom and disciplined themselves to walk along the path leading 
to the Garden of Eden.
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141. Another explanation is that residents of cessation REFERS TO 
all those who repented and ceased performing the sins of the 
wicked. Because Adam repented before his Master, he sits among 
others who also repented, ceased sinning, and are called "Residents 
of Cessation." As it is written: "I will know how frail (Heb. chadel) I 
am" (Tehilim 39:5). And therefore, Adam sits at the gate of the 
Garden of Eden, and he is happy with the righteous who walk along 
the path and arrive at the Garden of Eden.
 

 

142. Come and behold: it is written: "I said I shall not see Yah." SO 
HE ASKED: Who can ever see Yah now? AND HE REPLIED: THAT 
the end of the verse reveals the intention of the words, as it is 
written: "Yah in the land of Life." Come and behold: when the souls 
ascend and reach the place of the Bundle of Life, they enjoy the 
illumination of the Radiant Mirror, which shines and brings forth 
Light from the most elevated place of all. A soul not enclothed in this 
radiance could neither approach nor get close enough to see that 
Light.
 

 

143. And the secret of the matter is that as the soul is given 
garments to don so it can exist in this world, WHICH IS THE BODY, 
so it is also given garments of supernal radiance. These allow it to 
exist in the world to come and to see into the Radiant Mirror, WHICH 
IS ZEIR ANPIN, from that Land of Life, THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE OF 
ZEIR ANPIN. THUS THE PROBLEM THAT AROSE IN THE VERSE, "I 
SAID, I SHALL NOT SEE YAH," IS SOLVED. THE INTENTION IS THAT 
BY THESE TWO AMENDMENTS-(1) BY THE GARMENT OF THE 
SUPERNAL RADIANCE AND (2) BY THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, CALLED THE LAND OF LIFE-THE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE 
DESERVE TO SEE INTO THE RADIANT MIRROR, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF YAH (YUD-HEI) IN THE LAND OF LIFE.
 

 

144. Come and behold: Moshe would not have been able to approach 
what he was looking at had he not been dressed in another covering. 
As it is written: "And Moshe entered into the midst of the cloud, and 
went up the mountain" (Shemot 24:18). And he covered himself with 
the cloud as a person wears a garment. And then, it is written: 
"Moshe came to the cloud where Elohim was" (Shemot 24:18), and 
"Moshe was on the mountain forty days and forty nights" (Shemot 
24:18) and was able to see what he saw.
 

 

145. In the same way, the souls of the righteous in the World of Truth 
dress themselves in garments and act in accordance with that world. 
So dressed, they are prepared to gaze into the Light that shines in 
the Land of Life, MEANING THAT THEY COVER THEMSELVES WITH 
THE LIGHT OF THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, FROM WHICH THEY ARE 
ABLE TO GAZE INTO THE LIGHT OF THE RADIANT MIRROR. WHEN 
CHIZKIYAHU CALLED, "Yah, Yah, in the Land of Life" (Yeshayah 
38:11), he was afraid that he might no longer be worthy of gazing on 
that Light and meriting that vision. THE STREAM THAT FLOWS 
FROM GAN EDEN blocked his vision, and he did not beget any 
children. AND WHOEVER DOES NOT INDULGE IN THE ACT OF 
PROCREATION, BLEMISHES THE RIVER THAT FLOWS FROM GAN 
EDEN, WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN. THIS IS INDICATED IN THE 
VERSE: "I shall behold Adam no more" (Yeshayah 38:11). This refers 
to the first man, as has already been explained. ADAM SITS WITHIN 
THE GATES OF GAN EDEN AND RECEIVES THE SOULS OF THE 
RIGHTEOUS WHO ARRIVE THERE. CHIZKIYAUH FEARED THAT HE 
WAS NOT WORTHY OF SEEING ADAM AT THOSE GATES.
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146. And what was the reason for all this, NAMELY WHY DID 
CHIZKIYAHU FEAR THIS? Because the prophet had told him, "for 
you shall die" in this world "and not live" (Yeshayah 38:11) in the 
World of Truth. For, upon death, he who has not begotten any 
children in this world is expelled from all that is mentioned above 
and cannot stay to gaze upon that shining light. If this was the case 
with Chizkiyahu, who was a pure, righteous man, so much more for 
those who do not have ancestral merit to support them and have 
even sinned before their Master.
 

 

147. This garment, previously mentioned, has already been 
discussed by our friends. There is a "robe of the Sages" that they 
wear in the World of Truth. Happy are the righteous with their 
inheritance, as the Holy One, blessed be He, has put aside many 
blessings and delights for them in the World of Truth. It has been 
written of them: "Eye has not seen besides you, Elohim, what you 
shall do for him that waits for you" (Yeshayah 64:3).
 

 

 
 
19. "And I... a Flood of waters" 
The spiritual insight conveyed here by the Zohar concerns an individual who commits a terrible deed, but still retains a spark of shame, a degree of 
embarrassment, or a slight awareness of the wrongfulness of his actions. There is still hope for this person and the path of repentance remains open to him. But 
those who commit wanton acts of evil, without any remorse for their actions, are considered to be past the point of no return. This section helps us maintain 
awareness of what constitutes positive and negative spiritual actions.

148. "And I, Myself shall bring a Flood of waters upon the earth." 
Rabbi Yehuda opened the discussion with the verse: "These are the 
waters of strife, wherein the children of Yisrael strove with Hashem 
and He was sanctified in them" (Bemidbar 20:13). AND HE ASKED: 
This is not the only place where the children of Yisrael strove with 
Hashem. Why does the text say "waters of strife" here, but not at any 
other place? AND HE REPLIED: These waters in particular are the 
waters of strife, for they gave strength and bravery to the 
Prosecutor. There are sweet and bitter waters, WHICH ARE THE 
SECRETS OF HOLINESS AND ITS OPPOSITE-OF THE RIGHT 
COLUMN. And there are pure and mucky waters, WHICH ARE THE 
SECRETS OF HOLINESS AND ITS OPPOSITE-OF THE LEFT 
COLUMN. And there are waters of peace and of strife, WHICH ARE 
THE SECRETS OF THE HOLINESS AND ITS OPPOSITE-OF THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN. That is why IT IS WRITTEN: "These are the 
waters of strife, wherein the children of Yisrael strove with Hashem," 
THIS SHOWS THAT THE WATERS REFERS TO THE OPPOSITE SIDE 
OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN. As they drew upon themselves that 
which they should not have DRAWN, NAMELY THE OPPOSITE SIDE, 
CALLED THE WATERS OF STRIFE and they were defiled by them. 
And this is why it is written: "and He was sanctified in them."
 

 

149. Rabbi Chizkiyah asked: If it is so, then why is it written: "and He 
was sanctified,"? It should have been written: 'and they were 
sanctified' IN THE PLURAL, REFERRING TO THE CHILDREN OF 
YISRAEL. AND HE REPLIED THAT there is a hidden meaning to the 
words "He was sanctified." THEY INDICATE THAT something that 
should not be damaged is damaged. It is as if the moon, WHICH IS 
THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, has been damaged. So the word 
"sanctified" is not mentioned here for praise, WHICH ACCOUNTS 
FOR THE DISCRETION EXPRESSED IN THE SCRIPTURES. AND 
RABBI YEHUDA CONCLUDED THAT "And I, Myself, shall bring a 
flood of waters" means that He shall send the Angel of Destruction 
upon them, just as they defiled themselves with him, as we have 
stated previously.
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150. Rabbi Yosi said: Woe to the wicked who do not want to repent 
of their sins before the Holy One blessed be He, while they are still in 
this world, because when a person repents and feels sorry for his 
sins, then the Holy One, blessed be He, forgives him. But those who 
cling to their sins and refuse to repent will eventually fall into 
Gehenom and never be brought up again.
 

 

151. Come and behold: Because the generation of Noach was 
stubborn and bold enough to sin openly, the Holy One, blessed be 
He, brought Judgment upon them. Rabbi Yitzchak said that if a 
person sins, and he does so secretly, then the Holy One, blessed be 
He, is merciful. If he repents, he is pardoned and forgiven. But if he 
does not repent his sins, He reveals them for all to see. How do we 
know this? We learn this from the way in which the faithless wife 
WHO SINS SECRETLY IS TREATED AND FROM HOW THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, REVEALS HER SIN OUT IN THE OPEN WITH 
THE 'CURSING WATERS.'
 

 

152. In the same manner, the wicked, NAMELY THE GENERATION 
OF THE DELUGE, were openly destroyed and wiped from the face of 
the earth. And how were they wiped out? The scalding waters 
spurted up from the abyss, skinning them alive. As skin was torn 
from flesh, they were left only with their bones-and then the bones 
came asunder. As it is written: "And they were wiped from the face 
of the earth" (Beresheet 7:23). Rabbi Yitzchak said: "And they were 
wiped out." What is meant by the expression "wiped out?" It is 
similar to, "Let them be blotted out from the book of living" (Tehilim 
69:29). We learn from this that they shall not participate in the 
resurrection and will not rise in the Day of Judgment.
 

 

 
 
20. "And I will establish my covenant" 
The vital importance of the Covenant between man and God can remain in our consciousness through the spiritual forces released by the letters of this section. 
This Covenant is founded primarily upon the greatest power that humanity was given for revealing spiritual Light into this world and into our own lives -- that is, 
sexual relations between husband and wife. The Kabbalists teach us that because this action has the most potential and influence for revealing Light, it is given 
the most attention by the evil inclination and the negative forces that dwell in our midst.

153. "But with you will I establish my covenant" (Beresheet 6:18). 
Rabbi Elazar said that from this we learn that the establishment of 
the Covenant above is equivalent to the establishment of that below. 
This is concluded from the term, "with you." Rabbi Elazar continued 
to say that from this we learn that when there are righteous in the 
world, the worlds above and below are firmly established.
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154. Rabbi Shimon said that this is a hidden matter, because the 
arousal of the male to the female happens when he feels jealousy 
toward her. Come and behold: When there is a righteous person in 
the world, the Shechinah immediately attaches Herself to him and 
never leaves him. And she therefore desires him. The upper desire is 
then aroused toward her with love that is similar to the desire of the 
male for the female when he feels jealousy toward her. That is why it 
is written: "But with you will I establish my covenant." THIS MEANS 
THAT my desire is aroused because of you. The verse, "My 
Covenant will I establish with Yitzchak," has a similar meaning that it 
is because of Yitzchak, as by Noach.
 

 

155. "But with you will I establish my covenant," MEANS THAT you 
shall be My Covenant in the world. And after that, "and you shall 
come into the ark." Because had he not been righteous, he would 
not have entered the ark, as only a righteous man may be connected 
with the ark. That is why it is written: "you shall come into the ark," 
AFTER IT HAS BEEN STATED THAT "BUT WITH YOU WILL I 
ESTABLISH MY COVENANT."
 

 

156. Rabbi Elazar said that as long as the people hold on to the 
Covenant, no nation nor tongue in the world can harm them. And 
because Noach kept and protected the Covenant, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, protected him. But the rest of his generation did not 
observe the Covenant, so the Holy One, blessed be He, removed 
them from the world. And it has been said that in the same way that 
they sinned, they were also erased from the world.
 

 

 
 
21. "And he repaired the altar of Hashem that was ruined" 
The Covenant between mankind and God connects to the Sfirah of Yesod, which correlates to the reproductive organs of man. There is also a vital spiritual link 
to the circumcision of a newborn male child. 
The underlying lesson of this section is the Kabbalistic doctrine that all war, natural disasters, famine, slaughter, and massacre can be traced to destructive 
spiritual forces arising from humanity's negative sexual acts. Negative sexual acts are defined as those that are not for the purpose of procreation or for the 
bringing of Light to the world. 
Sexual relations between man and wife mirror the metaphysical forces at work in the Upper Worlds. The male corresponds to the realm of Yesod, and the woman 
to the world of Malchut. Whenever any kind of positive Light and fulfillment reaches our lives, it is a direct result of the enjoining of Yesod and Malchut. 
Sexual relations accomplish this mating of the two Upper Worlds. However, negative forces constantly try to sever this connection. These negative forces are so 
cunning and clever, they have deceived us into believing they do not even exist. 
Through our own meditation and desire to share, the power of these words of the Zohar can awaken a genuine understanding of the role sexual relations play in 
the revelation of Light into the world.

157. Rabbi Yehuda was sitting before Rabbi Shimon, and both were 
studying the text, in which it is written: "And he repaired the altar of 
Hashem that was broken down" (I Melachim 18:30). What is the 
meaning of the term 'repaired' in this verse? Come and behold: "In 
the days of Eliyahu, all Yisrael left the Holy One, blessed be He, and 
in so doing, left their Holy Covenant. And when Eliyahu came and 
saw that the sons of Yisrael had left the Holy Covenant and therefore 
it had been taken away from them, HE AMENDED IT AND BROUGHT 
IT BACK TO ITS PLACE. THAT IS, HE AMENDED YESOD, MAKING IT 
WORTHY OF MATING WITH MALCHUT. AND THIS IS CONSIDERED 
TO BE THE REPAIR OF THE ALTAR, WHICH IS MALCHUT, AS 
SHALL BE FURTHER EXPLAINED.
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158. Because he brought it back to its place, NAMELY BECAUSE HE 
REPAIRED YESOD AND BROUGHT IT BACK TO MALCHUT, all was 
healed! This is why it is written: "And he repaired the altar of 
Hashem that was broken..."--a reference to the Covenant that had 
been forsaken. It is therefore written: "And Eliyahu took twelve 
stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of 
Ya'akov" (I Melachim 18:31), which alludes to the repair of the altar 
of Hashem, THE AMENDMENT OF THE DAMAGE AND THE 
'HEALING' OF THE ALTAR.
 

 

159. "To which the word of Hashem came and said, Yisrael shall be 
your name" (I Melachim 18:31). HE ASKED: What is the reason for 
mentioning the name 'Yisrael' upon the altar? And he answered: 
Assuredly, "Yisrael shall be your name..." signifies THE 
AMENDMENT to raise her up, NAMELY TO RAISE MALCHUT TO THE 
SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA, and to return the Holy Covenant to its 
place. IT SIGNIFIES THAT YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN COULD UNITE 
AGAIN WITH MALCHUT, FOR THERE CAN BE NO UNION BETWEEN 
ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT UNLESS THEY RETURN TO THEIR 
PLACES BETWEEN ABA AND IMA. That is why it is written: "For the 
children of Yisrael have forsaken your Covenant" and have therefore 
"ruined your altars" (I Melachim 19:10), WHICH IS MALCHUT. AND 
BY THE SECRET OF THE AMENDMENT OF THE COVENANT, SHE 
SHALL BE REBUILT AGAIN.
 

 

160. Come and behold: As long as Yisrael respects the Holy 
Covenant, the worlds above and below are permitted to exist. But 
when they disregard the Covenant, the worlds above and below 
cannot exist. As it is written: "If My Covenant be not day and night, it 
were as if I had not appointed the ordinances of heaven and 
earth" (Yirmeyah 33:25). This is why it is written: "And he repaired 
the altar of Hashem that was broken down." He asked if this is 
considered to be "healing?" AND HE ANSWERED: Yes, most 
certainly! Because he maintains the place upon which faith is 
dependent. IN OTHER WORDS, HE OBSERVES THE COVENANT, 
WHICH IS YESOD, AND MAINTAINS THE PLACE ON WHICH 
MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED "FAITH" DEPENDS.
  

161. Come and behold: The same applies to Pinchas, who was 
zealous because of what Zimri had done. By his action, he reinstated 
the Covenant and returned it to its proper place. That is why it is 
written: "Behold, I give to him my covenant of peace" (Bemidbar 
25:12). Can one really accept the idea that Pinchas was the reason 
for the peace? And upon what is this controversy between Pinchas 
and the covenant based? That here, IN THE WORD PEACE, 
everything was connected to its right place, meaning "Behold, I give 
to him my covenant of peace." But what is it that is given? WHAT IS 
THE COVENANT? "Peace," WHICH MEANS SUPERNAL MATING, IS 
GIVEN, so that the Covenant can be connected to its proper place, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. That is why it is written: "I give to him my 
covenant of peace." And what is "peace?" It is the place with which 
to connect; it is THE MATING WITH MALCHUT REFERRED TO BY 
THE TERM 'PEACE.' MALCHUT THAT was disconnected from 'Him' 
FROM YESOD, as a result of the sins OF YISRAEL was attached to it 
by PINCHAS. He was the person who returned the Covenant to its 
place for all time. "And he shall have it, and the Covenant of an 
everlasting priesthood shall belong to his seed after him, because he 
was zealous for his Elohim" (Bemidbar 25:12).
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162. Rabbi Shimon said that there is nothing in the world which so 
provokes the zealousness of the Holy One, blessed be He, as the sin 
of disregarding the Covenant. As it is written: "A sword that shall 
execute the vengeance of the covenant" (Vayikra 26:25). Come and 
behold: The sin of the generation of the Flood was not completed 
until they sinned by "corrupting their ways on earth." And even 
though they were violent with each other-as it is written: "And the 
earth was filled with violence" (Beresheet 4:11) and "for the earth is 
filled with violence through them" (Beresheet 4:13)-"I shall destroy 
them" was because of the sin of letting semen spill in vain. THAT IS, 
THEIR SENTENCE WAS NOT COMPLETED UNTIL THE COVENANT 
WAS BLEMISHED. "The earth was also corrupt before the Elohim" 
and "I shall destroy them" was measure for measure.
 

 

163. And there are those who say that their measure of guilt was not 
completed when they sinned with violence and were cruel with each 
other. FOR BY THIS they were wicked toward heaven and to other 
people. Come and behold: There are many ministers above, who are 
appointed to the voices of those who declare the sentences of their 
friends TO THE HEAVENS for what has been done to them. And for 
this sin, it is written: "The earth is filled with violence through them." 
This means that each and every one passed judgment on his friend 
before the heavens. That is why it is said: "I will destroy them with 
the earth."
 

 

 
 
22. "Come you and all your house" 
The home is a magnet for both positive and negative spiritual forces. Negative people who visit our homes can instill harmful energy, and this section gives us 
the protection against any such forces.

164. "And Hashem said to Noach, Come you and all your house." 
Rabbi Shimon asked: Why does the term "Elohim" appear in all the 
verses of the text, while here the name Hashem, YUD-HEI-VAV-HEI, 
is mentioned? What is different here that Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei, which is 
the supernal name of Mercy was mentioned? This hints at the secret 
we have already learned, that it is not proper for a woman to invite a 
guest into her house without the permission of her husband.
 

 

165. It was the same when Noach was asked to enter the ark, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT, and to unite with Her. It was not yet proper for him to 
enter until the 'husband' of the ark gave him permission to do so. As 
it is written: "Come you and all your house into the ark." And this is 
why the name Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei, who is the husband of the ark, is 
mentioned there, FOR YUD-HEI-VAV-HEI IS ZEIR ANPIN AND THE 
ARK IS MALCHUT. Only after the husband gave permission did 
Noach enter and unite with the ark. Thus, we have learned that a 
guest does not have permission to enter a house without the 
consent of the husband, the owner of the house. This is why after 
the mention of Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei, it is written: "And Noach went in."
 

 

166. Come and behold: What is written? "For you I have seen 
righteous before Me, in this generation" (Beresheet 7:1). From this 
we learn that a person should never accept a guest into his house if 
he suspects that he might be wicked. And he should accept him only 
if he considers him to be righteous and is not at all suspicious of 
him. That is why it is written: "Come you and all your house into the 
ark." Why? Because "you I have seen righteous before Me in this 
generation."
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167. And we have also learned that if the husband gives permission 
to the guest alone, but not to his companions, the guest should not 
bring them into the house. In the verse, "Come you and all your 
house into the ark," permission was given to all of Noach's 
companions to enter the ark, and from this passage we learn a 
secret concerning proper manners and ways of conduct.
 

 

 
 
23. "The earth and the fullness thereof is Hashem's" 
Sexual relations that are not founded upon spiritual principles cause a drying up of the connection between Malchut and Yesod, like a river whose waters have 
ceased to flow. This withdrawal of Light manifests as all forms of natural and man-made turmoil.

168. Rabbi Yehuda quoted: "For David, a psalm. The earth and the 
fullness thereof is Hashem's; the world, and they that dwell in 
it" (Tehilim 24:1). We have learned that wherever it is written: "For 
David a psalm," it means that he chanted a song and afterward the 
Holy Spirit rested upon him. But where it is written: "A psalm of 
David," it means that the Holy Spirit rested upon him and then he 
chanted the song.
 

 

169. "The earth is Hashem's." This verse refers to the Land of 
Yisrael, which is the Holy Land, while "the fullness thereof" refers to 
the Shechinah. As it is written: "For the glory of Hashem was full in 
His house of Hashem" (II Divrei Hayamim 5:14) and, also, "and the 
glory of Hashem filled up the Tabernacle" (Shemot 40:35). SO THE 
WORDS "FILLED UP" AND "ITS FULLNESS" REFER TO THE 
SHECHINAH. But, why IS IT WRITTEN "full" and not "filled?" 
Because, assuredly, She is full of goodness; meaning that She is 
filled by the Sun. The moon, WHICH IS THE SHECHINAH, is filled and 
completed by the righteous; She is filled with all the goodness from 
above, like a treasure box filled with the riches of the world. That is 
to what the verse, "The earth and the fullness thereof is Hashem's," 
refers. But the words, "the world and they that dwell in it" were said 
in reference to countries OTHER THAN THE LAND OF YISRAEL.
 

 

170. Another explanation of the verse, "The earth and the fullness 
thereof is Hashem's" is that these words refer to the upper Holy 
Land, NAMELY THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, that the Holy One, blessed 
be He, desires. And the term 'fullness' refers to the souls of the 
righteous, which fill THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE with the power of the 
pillar THAT IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, upon which the whole world 
stands. IN OTHER WORDS, ALL THAT EXISTS IN THE WORLD, 
WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, IS RECEIVED FROM YESOD OF 
ZEIR ANPIN. AND THIS IS WHY THE WORLD IS CONSIDERED TO 
STAND UPON IT.
 

 

171. If you wonder, Does THE WORLD stand upon one PILLAR? 
Come and behold: In the verse: "For He has founded it upon the 
seas" (Tehilim 24:2), the words "For He" refer to the Holy One, 
blessed be He. The meaning of this is similar to that of the words: "It 
is He who made us" (Tehilim 100:3) and that of, "For He looks to the 
end of the earth" (Iyov 28:24).
 

 

172. The words, "For He has founded it upon the seas and 
established it upon the Floods" refer to the seven pillars upon which 
THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE is founded and by which She is filled. 
THESE ARE THE SEVEN SFIROT: CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD, YESOD, AND MALCHUT OF ZEIR ANPIN. SO RABBI 
YEHUDA ASKED: How is She filled by them? AND HE ANSWERED: 
When the righteous multiply in the world, the Land, WHICH IS THE 
FEMALE PRINCIPLE, produces fruit and is filled with all.
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173. But the verse says that when the wicked multiply in the world, 
"the waters cease from the sea, and the river is drained dry" (Iyov 
14:11). The place where "The waters cease from the sea" is the Holy 
Land, as previously mentioned. AND THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE is 
watered by the supernal stream. "THE WATERS CEASE," while "the 
river is drained dry" refers to the pillar upon which She is founded, 
NAMELY YESOD, WHICH IS NOW ARID-DRAINED DRY. "The river is 
drained dry" IS THE EQUIVALENT OF "The righteous perish," THE 
RIGHTEOUS BEING YESOD, WHICH IS CALLED 'RIGHTEOUS.'
 

 

 
 
24. The sinners are destroyed from the world 
When negative forces are abundant as a result of the collective sins of mankind, they have the power to harm even innocent people who unwittingly cross their 
paths. The Zohar provides us with protection as we meditate upon its words. Our intent to share this protection with others brightens the Light for entire world.

174. Rabbi Yehuda continued: At the time that the wicked are 
destroyed from the world, the Holy One, blessed be He, watches the 
world but cannot find anyone to protect them. And you might ask, If 
Noach was there to protect his generation DURING THE GREAT 
FLOOD and was able to bring forth offspring, WHY DID HE NOT 
PROTECT HIS GENERATION? The verse reads: "For you have I seen 
righteous before Me in this generation." "In this generation" is a 
precise term, FROM WHICH WE MAY LEARN THAT IN ANOTHER 
GENERATION HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED 
RIGHTEOUS. AND FOR THIS REASON, HIS MERIT WAS NOT 
ENOUGH TO PROTECT THE GENERATION OF THE FLOOD.
 

 

175. Rabbi Yosi said that the words "In this generation" are a tribute 
to Noach, who lived in such a wicked generation and nevertheless 
remained a righteous and just man. NOT ONLY IN HIS GENERATION 
IS HE CONSIDERED RIGHTEOUS, BUT even in the generation of 
Moshe WOULD HE HAVE BEEN SO CONSIDERED. But he was not 
able to protect the world, because there were not even ten 
RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE in it. This was the case as described IN THE 
DESTRUCTION OF SDOM: "perhaps ten shall be found 
there" (Beresheet 18:32). As not even ten were found, SDOM WAS 
DESTROYED. The same happened here. Ten RIGHTEOUS people 
were not to be found; only Noach, his three sons and their wives. 
Because they did not add up to ten, THEY COULD NOT PROTECT 
THEIR GENERATION.
 

 

176. Rabbi Elazar asked his father, Rabbi Shimon: We have learned 
that when the world is full of the sins of mankind and Judgment is 
pronounced, woe to the righteous one who is found in the world. For 
he is the first to be punished for the sins of the wicked. How did 
Noach escape the Flood without being punished for the sins OF HIS 
GENERATION. And RABBI SHIMON answered: It is said that because 
the Holy One, blessed be He, wanted to bring from Noach offspring 
into the world, HE SPARED HIM. Not only that, but Judgment could 
not be applied to him, because he was covered in the ark and hidden 
from view.
 

 

177. Come and behold: It is written: "Seek righteousness, seek 
humility; maybe you shall be hidden on the day of Hashem's 
anger" (Tzefanyah 2:3). Noach did seek righteousness. He entered 
the ark and was hidden there on the day of Hashem's anger." And 
that is why Judgment could neither be applied to nor hurt him.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/03%20-%20Noach%20.htm (38 of 78)2004/06/28 22:10:28



1

178. Here, we find a hint of the secret of the holy supernal letters, 
reserved for the holy supernal men to learn and know: The reverse 
order of the 22 Hebrew letters can bring the destruction of the 
wicked, and this is why it is written: "they were erased from the 
earth" (Beresheet 7:23), and "Come you and all your house into the 
ark."
 

 

 
 
25. The difference between Moshe and other people in the world 
Placing others ahead of ourselves is counter to the foundations of human nature. Even a righteous soul such as Noah did not possess a complete and selfless 
love for all mankind. The only person willing to sacrifice himself for all humanity was Moses. Though Noah did all that God asked of him pertaining to the 
building of the Ark, Noah did not argue with God on behalf of the people of his generation who were destined to perish in the flood. The people of Moses' 
generation were a stiff-necked and unappreciative lot, who knew no boundaries when it came to brazen, intolerant and negative behavior. But Moses still fought 
with God to spare his fellow man. Moses offered his own life in place of theirs, despite their constant betrayal and insurgency. We must begin the near 
impossible task of truly considering others before ourselves. The spiritual attributes that Moses possessed are available through the influences of the Hebrew 
letters that spell out this story.

179. Rabbi Yitzchak analyzed the words: "He who caused His 
glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moshe, that divided the water 
before them to make himself an everlasting name" (Yeshayah 63:12). 
He said that "His glorious arm" is the merit of Avraham, WHO IS THE 
EMBODIMENT OF CHESED and who is to the right side of the Tiferet 
of Moshe. IN OTHER WORDS, MOSHE IS THE SECRET OF TIFERET, 
AND CHESED IS TO HIS RIGHT. SO THE TERM "ARM" INDICATES 
THE RIGHT ARM OF THE TIFERET OF MOSHE. And, therefore, "that 
divided the water before them" indicates that the merit of Avraham, 
WHO IS CHESED, divides the water. And for what reason? To make 
himself an everlasting name.
 

 

180. Come and behold: What is the difference between Moshe and 
other human beings? When the holy One, blessed be He, said to 
Moshe, "Now therefore let me alone... and I will make you a great 
nation" (Shemot 32:10), Moshe immediately asked, 'Shall I abandon 
Yisrael, forget their punishment, and not plea for mercy for them, 
because of my welfare? The world now shall say that I have killed 
the nation of Yisrael, and that I did the same as Noach had done 
before me.'
 

 

181. Noach did not plea for mercy on behalf of the world, and they all 
perished, because the Holy One, blessed be He, had told him that he 
and his children would be saved by the ark-as the verses state: "and 
I, Myself shall bring the Flood water..." and "I shall destroy all 
existence that I have made from upon the face of the ground 
(Beresheet 7:4) and "As for me behold, I establish my covenant..." 
and "Come you... into the ark." Because Noach did not plea for them, 
the Flood waters are named after him, as it is written: "for this is as 
the waters of Noach to me" (Yeshayah 54:9).
 

 

182. Moshe said: Now all the people shall say that I have killed them, 
because Hashem has told me that He shall make me a great nation. 
Now it is best for me to die and not have the nation of Yisrael 
destroyed. Then immediately, "Moshe besought Hashem his Elohim 
and said, Hashem, why does your wrath burn against your 
people?" (Shemot 32:11). He prayed for mercy, and indeed mercy for 
the world was aroused.
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183. Rabbi Yitzchak continued: At first, when he pleaded for mercy 
for them, what did he say? He said, "Hashem, why does your wrath 
burn against your people?" (Ibid.). AND HE ASKED: Why did Moshe 
ask why? They sinned by idol worshipping-for it is written: "...they 
have made them a molten calf and have worshipped it" (Ibid. 8)-
nevertheless Moshe asked why! AND HE ANSWERED THAT we have 
already learned that when a person is trying to appease a friend who 
has been offended by another, he should not magnify, but should 
rather minimize, the offense in the eyes of the offended. Later, he 
should maximize it in the eyes of the OFFENDER. SO THIS IS WHY 
MOSHE ASKED BEFORE THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE: "WHY 
DOES YOUR WRATH BURN AGAINST YOUR PEOPLE?" HE 
MINIMIZED THE SIN, BUT AFTERWARD MAGNIFIED IT TO THE 
PEOPLE OF YISRAEL, saying: "You have sinned a great sin!" (Ibid. 
30).
 

 

184. He did not relent, but kept pleading with the Holy One, blessed 
be He, for mercy, to the point of offering his own life FOR THE SAKE 
OF THE PEOPLE OF YISRAEL. As it is written: "and if not, blot me, I 
pray you, out of your book which you have written" (Ibid. 32). And 
then the Holy One, blessed be He, forgave them, as it is written: "and 
Hashem relented of the evil . . ." (Ibid. 14). But Noach did not act AS 
DID MOSHE, he only pleaded to be saved and left the world to its fate.
 

 

185. So whenever Judgment is upon the world, the Holy Spirit says, 
"Alas! There is no one to be found like Moshe." As it is written: 
"Then he remembered the days of Moshe... Where is he who brought 
them up out of the sea...?" (Yeshayah 63:11). The verse tells us, 
"Hashem said to Moshe, 'why do you cry to me?'" (Shemot 14:15), 
showing that he himself brought them up out of the sea through 
prayer and because he prayed for Yisrael upon the sea, he was 
called "he who brought them up out of the sea," as he did bring them 
out from the sea.
 

 

186. "Where is he that put His holy spirit within them?" (Yeshayah 
63:11) refers to Moshe; to he who caused the Shechinah to reside 
among the people of Yisrael and led them through the depths on dry 
land when the waters were cleft, as if frozen. And all this happened 
because he was willing to offer his life to save the people of Yisrael.
 

 

187. Rabbi Yehuda said that even though Noach was righteous, it 
was still not worthwhile for the holy One, blessed be He, to protect 
the world because of him. Come and behold: Moshe did not ask 
anything on the basis of his own merit. He depended on the merit of 
the Patriarchs. But Noach, unlike Moshe, had no other person on 
whose merit he could depend.
 

 

188. Rabbi Yitzchak said that even though this was the case, when 
the Holy One, blessed be He, said to him "and I will establish my 
covenant with you," he should have asked for mercy for them as 
well. And he should have sacrificed the offering he sacrificed AFTER 
THE FLOOD, before it happened. Maybe that would have calmed the 
Judgment of wrath that hung over the world.
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189. Rabbi Yehuda asked: What should NOACH have done? For the 
wicked of the world provoked the Holy One, blessed be He! Should 
he have offered a sacrifice on their behalf? He was certainly afraid 
for himself, that he should not be entangled with them in death. He 
had seen their wicked deeds and how they had provoked the Holy 
One, blessed be He, day in and day out.
 

 

190. Rabbi Yitzchak said: As long as the wicked multiply in the 
world, when a righteous person is found among them, he is 
punished first. As it is written: "and from my sanctuary you should 
commence," (Yechezkel 19:6) and we have learned to read this not 
as Mimikdashi ('from my sanctuary'), but rather as Mimkudashai 
('from my holy ones'). AND THIS BEING THE CASE, how did the Holy 
One, blessed be He, save Noach who was righteous among the 
wicked? AND HE ANSWERED: He was saved so that he could bring 
further generations into the world. For he was truly righteous and fit 
to beget proper children.
  

191. Not only that, but he warned them every day, but they did not 
pay heed. And the verse: "yet if you warn the wicked... you have 
delivered your soul" (Yechezkel 3:19), is applied to him. From this 
we learn that whoever warns the wicked-even if the wicked do not 
heed him-that person saves himself, while the wicked are punished 
according to their sins. HE ASKED: How far should he go in warning 
them? And he answered: Until he hits them. This issue has already 
been explained by our friends.
 

 

192. Rabbi Yosi was staying with Rabbi Shimon. One day he asked 
him: What was the motive of the Holy One, blessed be He, in 
extirpating all the animals of the field and the birds of the air along 
with the wicked? Men sinned, but what wrong had the animals, birds, 
and other creatures committed? Rabbi Shimon answered: The 
reason is given in the words, "For all flesh had corrupted their way 
upon the earth" (Beresheet 6:12). This means that all living creatures 
corrupted their way, THAT IS, they mated with other species.
 

 

193. Come and behold: The wicked of the world caused all the 
creatures to mate with species not their own. They thereby sought to 
destroy the work of Creation BY MIXING AND ALTERING SPECIES. 
They caused all the creatures to pervert their ways on earth, as they 
themselves had done. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to them, 
'As you seek to destroy my work of creation, I shall fully grant your 
wish. And every living substance that I have made, I will remove 
from the face of the earth. I shall bring the world back to water, as in 
the beginning, cover it with water, and then make other living beings 
who are fit to exist in the world.'
 

 

 
 
26. "And Noach went... into the ark" 
Here the Zohar reveals the concept of Evil Eye. Evil eye pertains to the negative glances and resentful looks that we receive from those who may harbor envious 
feelings. The Kabbalist attributes the majority of common ailments and misfortunes to evil eye. When we cast the evil eye towards others, we create an opening 
within ourselves that attracts even more negative glances. We ourselves become more vulnerable to its effects, and a vicious circle is created. This action brings 
equal harm to both the bearer of Evil Eye and to the recipient.
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194. "And Noach went in, and his sons and his wife and his son's 
wives with him" (Beresheet 7:7). Rabbi Chiya opened the discussion 
with the verse, "Can anyone hide himself in secret places that I shall 
not see him? says Hashem!" (Yirmeyah 23:24) He said: How blind 
and obtuse are the people who neither seek nor know the honor of 
their Master, of whom it is written: "Do not I fill heaven and 
earth?" (Yirmeyah 23:24). How do the people expect to hide from 
their sins. They ask, "Who sees us? And who knows us?" (Yeshayah 
24:15). And also, "They toil in the dark" (Yeshayah 24:15). Where can 
they hide from Him?
 

 

195. This is similar to the story in which a king builds a palace with 
hidden fortified, subterranean caves. And it came to pass that the 
inhabitants of the palace revolted against the king. So he 
surrounded them with his troops. And what did they do? They hid 
themselves inside the fortified hiding places. The king asked: As I 
made these caves, how can you expect to hide from me in them? 
This is why it says, "Can anyone hide himself in secret places that I 
shall not see him? says Hashem" (Yirmeyah 23:24). It was I who 
made these fortified caves. It was I who made light and darkness. 
How can you hide from Me?
 

 

196. Come and behold: When a person sins before his Master and 
sins further by hiding himself AND MAKING HIMSELF BELIEVE 
THAT NOBODY IS WATCHING HIM, then the Holy One, blessed be 
He, punishes him openly. But when that person purifies himself AND 
REPENTS, then the Holy One, blessed be He, seeks to hide him so 
that he should not be seen on the day of the wrath of Hashem. For, 
certainly, every person should hide himself so as not to be seen by 
the Angel of Destruction, when the latter dwells in the world. He 
should not see him, as he is authorized to destroy all those whom he 
sees.
 

 

197. Rabbi Shimon said that every person who has the evil eye of 
jealousy has upon him the Angel of Destruction, who is called the 
'Destroyer of the world.' Therefore, all should beware of such a 
person and not come close to him. By avoiding him, one shall be 
protected. It is forbidden to openly approach such a person, 
EXPOSING OURSELVES TO HIS EVIL EYE. If we must beware a 
person with the evil eye, so much more must we beware the Angel of 
Death AND HIDE OURSELVES ON THE DAY OF THE WRATH OF 
HASHEM.
 

 

198. Of Bila'am, it is written: "So says the man whose eye is 
closed" (Bemidbar 24:3), meaning that he had an evil eye, and 
wherever he looked, he drew the spirit of destruction on it. That is 
why he wanted to gaze on Yisrael, so that he could destroy all that 
his eye could see. Thus, it is written: "And Bila'am lifted up his 
eyes" (Ibid. 2), meaning he raised one eye and lowered the other, 
attempting to gaze on Yisrael with the evil eye.
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199. Come and behold: It is written: "and he saw Yisrael dwelling 
tribe by tribe" (Ibid.), and he also saw that the Shechinah hovered 
and brooded over them. Because she was made whole by the twelve 
tribes beneath Her, the eye of Bila'am could not have power over 
them. He said: How can I overcome them, as the supernal Holy 
Spirit, NAMELY BINAH is hovering over them and protecting them 
with her wings? As it is written: "He lay down like a lion, who shall 
rouse him up?" (Ibid. 9) THAT IS, who shall raise Him, THE 
SUPERNAL HOLY SPIRIT, THAT IT SHOULD STOP PROTECTING 
THEM, so that they might be revealed to the eye, which would then 
rule them?
 

 

200. Therefore, the Holy One, blessed be He, wanted to protect 
Noach by hiding him out of sight, so that the impure Spirit could not 
rule him and destroy him, as has already been explained. The words, 
"And Noach went in" apply to what has previously been said-that he 
entered the ark to be hidden from sight. The words, "because of the 
waters of the Flood" indicate that the waters actually pushed him 
INTO THE ARK, meaning that he saw the waters of the Flood and 
was afraid. As a result, he "went... into the ark." Rabbi Yosi added 
that Noach saw the Angel of Death arrive WITH THE WATERS OF 
THE FLOOD and that is why he entered the ark.
  

201. And he protected himself BY STAYING IN THE ARK for 12 
months. Why 12 months? On this point, Rabbi Yitzchak and Rabbi 
Yehuda have different opinions. One says that the 12 months are the 
period of the sentence of the wicked IN GEHENOM; the other says 
that the purpose of the 12 months was to enable NOACH the 
righteous to complete 12 stages of purification, so that he and all the 
others could emerge from the ark. BECAUSE EACH STAGE 
REQUIRES ONE MONTH FOR COMPLETION, THEY WERE DELAYED 
FOR 12 months.
 

 

202. Rabbi Yehuda said: IN GEHENOM, THE WICKED ARE 
PUNISHED with water for six months and with fire for six months. So 
why DURING THE FLOOD WERE THEY PUNISHED only by water for 
12 months? SIX MONTHS SHOULD HAVE BEEN ENOUGH. Rabbi 
Yosi told him that they were sentenced to both punishments of 
Gehenom: water and fire. THEY WERE PUNISHED by water, and the 
water that fell upon them from above was cold as snow. And THEY 
WERE ALSO PUNISHED by fire, because the water that sprouted 
from the deep was scalding. Thus, they were punished for 12 
months, receiving the full sentence of Gehenom-six by water and six 
by fire. This continued until they were completely removed from the 
face of the world. During this time, Noach was hidden in the ark. As a 
result, the Angel of Destruction did not approach him, and the ark 
roamed upon the waters, as it is written: "And they bore up the ark, 
and it was lifted above the earth" (Beresheet 7:17).
 

 

203. They were smitten for forty days. As it is written: "And the Flood 
was forty days upon the earth" (Beresheet 7:17). For the duration of 
the 12 months, they were being erased, as it is written: "And they 
were blotted out from the earth." Woe to those wicked people, 
because they shall not rise from the dead and appear in the world on 
the Day of Judgment, for they were blotted out from the earth as is 
described in the verse: "You have blotted out their name for ever 
and ever" (Tehilim 9:16). So they shall not even be allowed to stand 
on the Day of Judgment, WHICH MEANS THAT THEY SHALL NOT 
EVEN BE AMONG THOSE WHO SHALL RISE AND STAND IN FULL 
DISGRACE AS IS WRITTEN IN DANIEL (12:2).
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27. "And they bore up the ark" 
Every negative action we commit literally pushes away God's presence -- the Shechinah--from our midst. The further away we push this Light, the dimmer our 
reality becomes. With each new level of darkness, more chaos and turmoil manifest in our lives. This section of Zohar helps us arouse the Light to remove the 
darkness created by our iniquities.

204. "And they bore up the ark, and it was lifted up above the earth." 
Rabbi Aba began by saying, "Be you raised above the heavens, 
Elohim, your glory is above all the earth" (Tehilim 57:6). Woe to the 
wicked who sin and provoke their Master, the Almighty, every day. 
For by their sins they push the Shechinah out of the earth and cause 
Her to leave this world. Because the Shechinah is called 'Elohim,' it 
is said about her, 'Be you raised above the heavens, Elohim.'
 

 

205. Come and behold: It is written: "And they bore up the ark," 
MEANING that they pushed THE SHECHINAH OUT FOR THE ARK IS 
THE SHECHINAH. The words, "and it was lifted up above the earth," 
MEAN THAT THE SHECHINAH no longer resided in the world, having 
removed Herself from IT. When She left the world, no one was left to 
protect it any longer and Judgment prevailed. But after the wicked 
were blotted out and removed from the world, the Shechinah 
returned to Her place.
 

 

206. Rabbi Yesa asked Rabbi Aba: If it is so, then why after the 
wicked who had lived in the land of Yisrael during the destruction of 
the Holy Temple were blotted out, did the Shechinah not return to 
Her place? Rabbi Aba answered him: Because AFTER THE 
DESTRUCTION, the righteous of the world did not remain in THE 
HOLY LAND, BUT LEFT FOR EGYPT, AS DESCRIBED IN THE BOOK 
OF YIRMEYAH. Wherever they went in exile, THE SHECHINAH 
followed and resided among them. If She did not leave them even in 
a strange land, then certainly, had the people stayed in Yisrael, She 
would have returned to them after the destruction.
 

 

207. So it is clear by now that the sins of the wicked caused the 
Shechinah to depart. One of those sins is the sin of one person who 
corrupts his way upon the earth, as we have previously explained. 
Such a person shall not see the face of the Shechinah, nor shall he 
enter the palace OF THE KING. This is why it is written that "they 
shall be blotted out from the earth," blotted out completely.
 

 

208. Come and behold: When the time comes and the Holy One, 
blessed be He, resurrects the dead, he shall make all the dead found 
in countries other than THE LAND OF YISRAEL rise and stand in 
their bodies, for one bone is left from the human body as it lies 
underground, and it is like a lump of dough from which the Holy 
One, blessed be He, shall rebuild the whole body.
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209. But He shall not restore their souls to them until they are in the 
Land of Yisrael, as it is stated: "Behold I will open your graves and 
cause you to come up out of your graves, my people, and I will bring 
you into the land of Yisrael." They will roll through underground 
passages and come to the land of Yisrael. Next, it is written: "I will 
put my spirit in you and you shall live" (Yechezkel 37:12-14). Only in 
the land of Yisrael will they receive their souls, except those who 
have defiled themselves and the land, NAMELY THE GENERATION 
OF THE FLOOD. As for them, it has been declared, "And they shall 
be blotted out of the earth." Out of the earth MEANS PRECISELY 
THAT THEY SHALL NOT RISE DURING THE RESURRECTION OF 
THE DEAD AND SHALL NOT COME TO THE LAND OF YISRAEL TO 
RECEIVE THEIR SOULS. Although some of the ancient sages differ 
in their opinion, CLAIMING THAT THEY SHALL BE RESURRECTED, 
WHAT HAS BEEN SAID STANDS. FOR the term "blotted out" is 
similar to the expression: "Let them be blotted out of the book of 
living" (Tehilim 69:28), MEANING THAT THEY SHALL NEVER BE 
RESURRECTED.
 

 

210. Rabbi Shimon said to him: Undoubtedly, THE GENERATION OF 
THE FLOOD will have no share in the world to come, as it is written: 
"And they will be blotted out from the earth." Analogously, it is 
written: "they shall inherit the land (earth) forever" (Yeshayah 60:21). 
AND WE LEARN THAT THE WORD "EARTH" HAS THE SAME 
MEANING IN BOTH SENTENCES. Nevertheless, they shall rise and 
stand for the Judgment. As they are described: "and many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life and some to reproaches and everlasting abhorrence" (Daniel 
12:7). Even though opinions differ on this matter, everything is as 
our friends have explained.
 

 

 
 
28. "And He destroyed every living substance" 
Destruction caused by our own negative actions not only affects our world, but also harms the angels who watch over us in the Upper Worlds. By directing the 
spiritual influences of the Zohar in their direction, we can fortify these angelic forces.

211. "And He destroyed every living substance that was upon the 
face of the ground." Rabbi Aba said that THE VERSE INDICATES 
THAT the ministers who rule and govern upon the earth, NAMELY 
THE ANGELS WHO GOVERN THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD, WERE 
ALSO DESTROYED. This is the meaning of, "every living substance 
which was upon the face of the ground." For when the Holy One, 
blessed be He, executes His Judgment and punishes the people of 
the earth, He starts with the supernal ministers who rule them and, 
after they are destroyed, continues with the people who abided 
beneath the shelter of their wings. As it is written: "Hashem will 
punish the host of the heavens on high," and then, "the kings of the 
earth upon the earth" (Yeshayah 24:21).
 

 

212. But how were these ministers removed? IT WAS HARD FOR HIM 
TO UNDERSTAND THIS POINT. BECAUSE THE POWER OF DEATH 
HAS NO CONTROL OVER THEM, HOW SHALL HE REMOVE THEM? 
AND HE REPLIED: "He drove them through burning fire," as it is 
written: "for Hashem your Elohim is a devouring fire, a zealous 
El" (Devarim 4:24). Thus, the 'living substance' of above, WHICH 
INCLUDES THE SUPERNAL MINISTERS, was driven through fire, 
while those who were governed by them AND RESIDED BELOW 
THEM, NAMELY THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD, were erased by 
water. This is why the verse begins, "And He erased all living 
substance," and then continues, "man, cattle and creeping things, 
and the birds of the heaven; they were destroyed from the earth". In, 
"Only Noach was left," the word "only" signifies that nothing and 
nobody remained in the world-except Noach and whoever was with 
him in the ark. Rabbi Yosi said that THE WORD "ONLY" INDICATES 
THAT NOT EVEN NOACH'S BODY WAS SPARED, for he was smitten 
by a lion and became limp, as was previously explained.
  

 
 
29. "And Elohim remembered Noach" 
The Zohar discloses a secret concerning the word remembered, and its connection to having our prayers answered. Prayer alone will not yield a response if, 
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metaphorically speaking, the Creator cannot see the alarm lights flashing. The coverings that block our alarm signals are negative entities called Klippot, which 
are brought into existence through our own negative deeds. These coverings become more dense with each new negative action. The words that tell of these 
spiritual secrets help our prayers pierce through all the dense layers of Klippot, so that our cries are heard above. This is the mystery behind the word 
remembered.

213. "And Elohim remembered Noach and every living thing and all 
the cattle that were with him in the ark" (Beresheet 6:1). Rabbi Chiya 
quoted the verse, "A prudent man foresees evil and hides 
himself" (Mishlei 22:3), saying that this verse refers to Noach who 
entered the ark and hid himself in it. And he entered the ark only 
when the waters forced him to do so. As was previously explained, 
before he went into the ark, he saw the Angel of Death walking 
among the people and encircling them. Because Noach saw the 
Angel of Death, he entered the ark and hid. Thus, it is written: "A 
prudent man sees evil and hides himself." "Foresees evil" refers to 
the Angel of Death from whom he hid, as it is written: "from the 
waters of the Flood." OR IN OTHER WORDS, FROM THE ANGEL OF 
DEATH WHOM HE SAW ON THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD.
 

 

214. Rabbi Yosi said that the verse "A prudent man foresees evil and 
hides himself" means, as has been stated, that when death rages 
throughout the world, a wise man will hide and not appear in the 
open. This prevents the Angel of Destruction from seeing him, 
because when THE ANGEL OF DESTRUCTION gets permission to 
destroy, he destroys everything in front of him and everyone who 
openly passes before him. An allusion to this appears at the end of 
the verse that reads, "but the simple pass on and are 
punished" (Mishlei 22:3), referring to those who pass in front of him, 
are seen by him, and therefore punished. Another explanation is that 
"pass on" means that those who transgress the commandments of 
their Master are therefore punished. Thus, a "prudent man foresees 
evil and hides himself" refers to Noach, while "the simple pass on 
and are punished" refers to the people of his generation.
 

 

215. He hid himself IN THE ARK, and remained inside IT all this time. 
What does it say afterward? It says, "And Elohim remembered 
Noach." So Rabbi Shimon said: Come and behold: While Judgment 
is executed, there is no remembrance. But after the Judgment has 
been executed and the wicked have been removed from the world, 
then the word "remember" is mentioned. THIS IS because when 
Judgment prevails in the world, there is no SUPERNAL Mating above 
and the Angel of Destruction rages throughout the world. THUS 
THERE IS NO POSITIVE REMEMBRANCE, AS REMEMBRANCE 
MEANS MATING.
  

216. But after Judgment is executed and completed, and the wrath is 
appeased, everything returns to its proper order, NAMELY THE 
SUPERNAL MATING COMMENCES AND MERCY IS REVEALED IN 
THE WORLD. This is why the text reads, "And Elohim remembered 
Noach." Because the term "remembrance," WHICH MEANS 
"MATING," applies to Noach, as indicated by the words, "Noach was 
a righteous man." AND HE IS A THRONE FOR THE SUPERNAL 
MATING, SO THAT WHEN THE MATING COMMENCED, ELOHIM 
REMEMBERED NOACH.
 

 

217. It is written: "You rule the proud swelling of the sea; when the 
waves arise, you still them." (Tehilim 89:10). When the sea is stormy, 
the waves mount on high and the waters of the deep go up and 
down, the Holy One, blessed be He, sends forth a thread OF 
CHESED from the right side, pulls back His wheels, and appeases its 
rage; but there is nobody who can grasp Him.
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218. Yonah fell into the sea and the fish swallowed him. SO HE 
ASKED: Why did his soul not leave him at once? AND HE 
ANSWERED: Because the Holy One, blessed be He, controls the 
swelling of the sea.
 

 

219. The 'swelling of the sea,' is the thread from the left, which 
causes the sea to rise and become elevated. But had the other 
'Thread OF MERCY,' CHESED, not arrived from the right, it would 
have never been elevated. For when that Thread FROM THE LEFT 
goes down to the sea and is held by the sea, the waves 'awaken' and 
begin to 'roar' for prey. FOR THE LACK OF CHASSADIM, THEY ARE 
NOT ABLE TO RECEIVE THE ABUNDANCE OF CHOCHMAH AND 
NOURISH THEMSELVES. THEREFORE, THEY REMAIN 'HUNGRY' 
AND 'ROAR' FOR PREY, until the Holy One, blessed be He, restrains 
the waves, holds them back, and returns them to their place. IN 
OTHER WORDS, HE DRAWS THE THREAD OF MERCY AND 
ENCLOTHES THE CHOCHMAH WITH CHASSIDIM, AND IN SO DOING 
HE RESTRAINS THE WAVES AND PULLS THEM BACK TO THEIR 
PLACE. THE CHOCHMAH IS THUS AMENDED AND CAN SHINE IN 
FULLNESS, BECAUSE THE SEA CANNOT RISE BY THE LIGHT OF 
CHOCHMAH FROM THE LEFT COLUMN BEFORE THE THREAD OF 
CHESED IS DRAWN AND ENCLOTHES IT.
 

 

220. As it is written: "You rule the raging of the sea: when their 
waves arise; you still (lit. 'praise') them." ONE INTERPRETATION IS 
THAT HE DOES THIS by breaking and pulling them back to their 
place WITH THE THREAD OF CHESED. A different interpretation is 
that the meaning is literally 'you praise them.' That is, the fact that 
the waves rise with the desire to see is praiseworthy. From this we 
can learn that whoever seeks and longs for knowledge, even if he is 
incapable of attaining it, is praised for his effort.
 

 

221. Rabbi Yehuda said that when Noach was in the ark, he was 
afraid that the Holy One, blessed be He, might never remember him. 
But after the Judgment was executed and the evil of the world were 
removed, what does the scripture say? It says, "And Elohim 
remembered Noach." AND THE REASON FOR THIS SHALL BE 
EXPLAINED PRESENTLY BY RABBI ELAZAR.
 

 

222. Rabbi Elazar says: Come and behold: When the power of 
Judgment prevails in the world, it is inappropriate for a person's 
name to be mentioned above, because if his name is mentioned, his 
sins will be remembered and they will come to judge him.
 

 

223. From where do we know this? From the story of the Woman of 
Shunam. On the Holy Day of Rosh Hashanah (New Year), the Holy 
One, blessed be He, was judging the world. Elisha the prophet asked 
the woman, "Would you be spoken for to the king?" (II Melachim 
4:13). The "King" here refers to the Holy One, blessed be He, who is 
called on that day "the King," "the Holy King," and "the King of 
Judgment." She replied: "I dwell Among my own people" (Ibid.), 
MEANING, 'I do not want to be scrutinized on my own. Therefore I 
dwell among my own people!' He who puts himself in the middle of 
his own people does not draw attention to himself and is not judged 
for his wrongdoings. She thus said, "among my own people."
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224. Come and behold: During the time when the wrath OF 
JUDGMENT was raging throughout the world, Noach was not 
mentioned. But after the Judgment was completed, what does the 
scripture say? It says, "And Elohim remembered Noach." Now was 
his name mentioned. A different explanation of "And Elohim 
remembered Noach" is that it is similar to "And I remembered My 
Covenant" (Shemot 6:5), WHICH MEANS THAT HE CAUSED THE 
SUPERNAL MATING!
 

 

 
 
30. "And Noach built an altar" 
After the great flood, the metaphysical lines of communication between the Upper and Lower worlds were destroyed, and the flow of Light into our world was cut 
off. In order to reestablish a link, Noah rebuilt the metaphysical cables that run throughout the worlds. This concept is the mystery behind the Alter that Noah 
built.

225. Rabbi Chizkiyah was on his way from Kapotkia to Lod, when 
Rabbi Yesa ran into him. He addressed him saying: You surprise me! 
Why are you walking alone, since we have learned that a person 
should not go on a journey alone! Rabbi Chizkiyah replied: There is 
a young boy following and accompanying me. Rabbi Yesa said to 
him: This is what surprises me! Why are you accompanied by 
someone with whom you are not able to discuss the Torah? We have 
learned that whoever goes on a journey and does not delve into the 
matters of the Torah, endangers his life! Rabbi Chizkiyah replied: It 
is certainly so!
 

 

226. In the meantime, the young boy caught up with them. Rabbi 
Yesa asked him: My son, from where do you come? The boy 
answered: From the city of Lod. I heard that this learned man was 
heading toward there, so I offered to work for him-TO SERVE HIM 
AND to walk with him.
 

 

227. Rabbi Yesa then asked him: My son, are you familiar with 
matters of the Torah? And he answered: Yes, I am. My father used to 
teach me the section of the sacrifices, and I also used to listen to 
what he taught my elder brother. Rabbi Yesa then said to him: My 
son, speak to me!
 

 

228. The young boy started with the verse: "And Noach built an altar 
to Hashem and took of every clean beast and of every clean fowl, 
and offered burnt offerings on the altar" (Beresheet 8:20). He said, 
"And Noach built an altar" indicates the altar on which Adam offered 
his sacrifice. THEN HE ASKED: Why did Noach offer a burnt offering, 
as a burnt offering is only offered TO ATONE for wrongful thoughts 
of the heart? What was Noach's sin? AND HE REPLIED: Noach 
thought to himself, The Holy One, blessed be He, judged the world 
and sentenced it to destruction. Perhaps in being spared, I used up 
all the merit that I have and am now left with none. So immediately, 
"Noach built an altar to Hashem."
 

 

229. This was the altar on which Adam offered his sacrifices. SO THE 
BOY ASKED: If it is so, then why does it say that he "built it?" IT 
WAS ADAM WHO BUILT IT. AND HE REPLIED: It says this, because 
the wicked of the world had caused the altar not to stand in its place, 
THE PLACE WHERE IT CAN TRANSFER ABUNDANCE TO THE HOLY 
SIDE. When Noach came TO OFFER HIS SACRIFICE ON IT, the verse 
stated, "And Noach built it" BECAUSE HE BROUGHT IT BACK TO 
THE PLACE WHERE ABUNDANCE IS DIRECTED TOWARD THE 
HOLY SIDE.
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230. "And offered burnt offerings." Olot (burnt-offerings) has a 
defective spelling, WITHOUT THE LETTER VAV, WHICH WOULD 
HAVE INDICATED THE PLURAL FORM, BECAUSE HE OFFERED 
ONLY one BURNT OFFERING. It is written: "It is a burnt offering, a 
fire offering for sweet savor to Hashem (Vayikra 1:17). THE BOY 
SAID: The burnt offering is a male and not a female, as it is written: 
"He shall offer it a male, without blemish" (Vayikra 1:3). 
THEREFORE, why is the term isheh (fire offering) spelled WITH A 
FINAL HEI, INDICATING THE FEMININE FORM OF THE WORD? Esh 
(fire), WITHOUT HEI, should have been used instead, AS THIS IS THE 
MASCULINE FORM.
 

 

231. AND HE EXPLAINED THAT even though the burnt offering is 
male and is sacrificed and offered to its place, NAMELY to Zeir Anpin 
WHO IS THE MALE ASPECT, the Female Principle should not be 
separated from ZEIR ANPIN AS A RESULT OF THE OFFERING. Thus, 
it is offered to THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, uniting ZEIR ANPIN AND 
HIS FEMALE PRINCIPLE. THROUGH THE OFFERING, the Female 
Principle rises up to ZEIR ANPIN and unites with him. Even though 
we find the explanation that the fire offering is for the Ishim, THE 
MASCULINE PLURAL FORM AND NOT FOR THE RAKINGS, WE 
LEARN FROM THE ALLUSION TO THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE.
 

 

232. Noach should have sacrificed a burnt offering. For the Holy 
One, blessed be He, had established him in the place of the male, so 
that he could enter the ark, THE SECRET OF THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE, and be united with it. He offered a burnt offering, AND 
NOT ANY OTHER KIND OF SACRIFICE, BECAUSE HE DID NOT 
REALLY SIN. HE ONLY THOUGHT THAT HE HAD NO MERIT LEFT. 
He sacrificed a burnt offering, a fire offering (isheh), meaning the fire 
of Hei (esh Hei). This indicates that the left OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH 
IS CALLED 'FIRE,' joined with the Female Principle, CALLED HEI. 
The Female Principle comes from the left side, WHICH IS CALLED 
FIRE, AND when THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE and THE FIRE are joined, 
She is called Isheh. THE WORD Isheh INDICATES the bond of love, 
which is to the left, WHERE THE FIRE, THE SECRET OF THE HEI, 
holds Her. The fire raises her TO ZEIR ANPIN, binding them together 
as one. This is why the verse reads, "It is a burnt offering, a fire 
offering," INDICATING the bond of a male and female with each other.
 

 

 
 
31. "And Hashem smelled the savor of appeasement" 
This complex section concerns the power of aroma to awaken and arouse great Lights. The various processes and conduits that spiritual currents must travel 
are revealed here by the Zohar. A contemporary example can shed some light on the ideas that are being presented. A computer contains a processor, which 
must make billions of computations per second in order to accomplish a task. In essence, the Zohar is describing the metaphysical computations taking place 
within the Ten Sfirot whenever the aroma of incense arouses the spiritual forces of Light. Perusing the Aramaic words connects us to these forces.

233. "And Hashem smelled the savor of appeasement" (Beresheet 
8:21). It is also written: "A fire offering, a savor of 
appeasement" (Vayikra 1:13). I have heard that TERM "fire offering" 
REFERS TO AN OFFERING in which smoke and fire are conjoined, 
since there is no smoke without fire. This is similar to the verse: 
"Now Mount Sinai was altogether smoke, because Hashem 
descended upon it in fire" (Shemot 19:18).
  

234. Come and behold: Fire comes from inside and is tenuous. It 
must attach itself to something on the outside that is not so tenuous. 
When fire and matter hold on to each other, smoke rises. Why? 
Because fire affects whatever reacts to it. An example is the nose, 
which reacts to the "smoke" that issues from the fire.
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235. Hence it is written: "They shall put incense in your 
nose" (Devarim 33:10), MEANING THAT THE JUDGMENTS WHICH 
ARE THE FIRE AND SMOKE ISSUING FROM THE NOSE ARE 
SWEETENED BY INCENSE. It sends the fire FROM THE NOSE to its 
place, NAMELY TO YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH, BECAUSE 
THAT IS ITS POINT OF ORIGIN. Because of the smell of the incense, 
the nose contracts and reaches its innermost levels, until all are 
united. THEN EVERYTHING returns to its point of origin and they all 
come closer to the Thought, WHICH IS ARICH ANPIN. Then they are 
combined into one whole desire, which is the "savor of 
appeasement," which appeases anger and restores peace.
 

 

236. When the smoke is gathered, it enters and folds itself onto the 
fire, and the fire catches on to the smoke. Together, they enter the 
innermost levels, until the Angel is appeased. After they are united 
and anger is appeased, A NEW MATING OCCURS. When the Angel is 
satisfied and all THREE COLUMNS are bonded together, it is called 
"appeasement." THIS REFERS TO THE SECOND ACTION, 
MENTIONED IN THE PREVIOUS PARAGRAPH, WHICH INCLUDES 
APPEASEMENT and satisfaction. IT COMBINES THE CHASSADIM 
and universal rejoicing, CAUSED BY THE CHOCHMAH, as one. IT 
DOES SO, BECAUSE THE CHASSADIM ARE COMPLETED BY THE 
LIGHT OF CHOCHMAH, AND CHOCHMAH ENCLOTHES THE 
CHASSADIM. They are the radiance of the candles FROM THE LEFT 
SIDE and the brightness of the faces FROM THE RIGHT. Thus, it is 
written: "And Hashem smelt the savor of appeasement," as one who 
smells and gathers all the sweetness to itself.
 

 

237. Rabbi Yesa then approached THE YOUNG BOY and kissed him, 
saying that he did not realize that the boy possessed all these 
precious goods, and added that he would change his route in order 
to accompany the boy. So they all proceeded together. Rabbi 
Chizkiyah said: We are walking along this route accompanied by the 
Shechinah, so it is corrected for us! He then took hold of the young 
boy's hand and walked on. Then both rabbis requested that he tell 
them one of the scriptural expositions that his father has told him.
 

 

238. The young boy started with the verse, "Let him kiss me with the 
kisses of His mouth" (Shir Hashirim 1:2). This, he continued, is the 
supernal Passion. Because when the fire was issued, the desire 
came from the mouth and not from the nose. Because when one 
mouth is connected TO SOMEONE ELSE'S for the purpose of a kiss, 
fire emerges in the form of desire, brightness of face, the rejoicing of 
all, and the union of delight.
 

 

239. This is also why IT IS WRITTEN: "For your love is better than 
wine" (Ibid.). It is better than wine, meaning it is better than the wine 
that brightens the face and causes the eyes to laugh, bringing 
affection and brotherhood. It is not from the wine that leads to 
drunkenness and that brings anger and rage, causing darkening of 
the face and burning of the eyes.
  

240. Therefore, because this wine is good, it brightens the face, 
makes the eyes merry, and arouses the passion for love. Thus, it is 
offered daily as a sacrifice on the altar in a specific amount that 
makes whoever drinks it merry and satisfied. As it is written: "And 
the wine offering thereof shall be a fourth part of a hin" (this is a unit 
of measurement) (Bemidbar 28:7), THIS INDICATES THAT HE IS 
CAREFUL TO DRAW IT UP FROM BELOW. This is the reason IT HAS 
BEEN SAID, "your love is better than wine," for wine induces love 
and passion.
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241. And all, as it occurs below arouses love above. For there are 
two candles, and when the light of the one on high is extinguished 
by rising smoke from the one below, the upper one is lit. Rabbi 
Chizkiyah then said that it is clearly true that the upper world, 
WHICH IS BINAH, depends on the lower world, WHICH IS THE 
FEMALE PRINCIPLE. FOR, AS PREVIOUSLY EXPLAINED, THE 
FEMALE PRINCIPLE REKINDLES THE EXTINGUISHED BINAH. The 
lower world, THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, depends on the upper world, 
BINAH, BECAUSE THE LIGHT THAT THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE MADE 
SHINE IN BINAH IS MERITED BY THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE AS WELL. 
The fact that since the destruction of the Holy Temple, there are no 
more blessings above IN BINAH or below IN THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE, shows that the two depend on each other.
 

 

242. And Rabbi Yosi said that blessings cannot be found, but curses 
do exist, because sustenance is drawn from that side, NAMELY, 
FROM LIGHTING THE UPPER CANDLE WITH THE SMOKE THAT 
RISES FROM THE LOWER ONE. Why? Because the nation of Yisrael 
does not reside in the Land of Yisrael and does not worship 
properly. To worship properly is to light the candles, TO LIGHT THE 
UPPER CANDLE WITH THE LOWER ONE, and to draw down the 
blessings TO BE PASSED ONTO THE WORLDS. This is why there 
are no blessings above or below. Therefore the world does not exist 
as it should.
  

243. Then Rabbi Chizkiyah asked: What is the meaning of the verse 
that reads: "I will not continue to curse again the ground any more, 
for Man's sake" (Beresheet 8:21)? COULD IT BE THAT THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, FEELS REGRET? Rabbi Yesa answered that 
he had heard it was so from Rabbi Shimon, who said that as long as 
the fire of above, OF BINAH, spreads, THEN the smoke, which is the 
Judgment of below, OF THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, intensifies the 
anger and destroys all. For when the fire FROM BINAH comes forth, 
it does not stop until the punishment OF THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, 
WHICH IS SMOKE, is completed. So when the Judgment from below, 
THE SMOKE, ceases to spread because of the Judgment from 
above, FROM THE FORCE OF THE FIRE, then the Judgment is done 
and stopped, and is not executed until destruction. That is why it is 
written: "I will not continue," MEANING I WILL NOT CONTINUE TO 
ADD TO THE FIRE in order to intensify the Judgment down below, 
which is the smoke.
 

 

244. The young boy said: I heard that the words, "Cursed is the land 
for your sake"(Beresheet 3:17), indicate that the land has been 
cursed because of the sin of Adam, when the Evil Serpent received 
permission to rule over it. And as he is the destructive force in the 
world, THROUGH WHOM EVIL WAS SLOWLY REVEALED UNTIL IT 
BROUGHT THE FLOOD UPON THE EARTH and destroyed all the 
people of the world. IN OTHER WORDS, THE FLOOD REVEALED 
EVIL AND MADE IT POSSIBLE TO SEPARATE THE BAD FROM THE 
GOOD. But from the day when the Holy One, blessed be He, smelled 
Noach's sacrifice, HE SEPARATED THE BAD FROM THE GOOD, and 
granted permission to the land to leave the dominion of the Serpent 
and depart from the defiled side. FOR EVIL WAS SEPARATED FROM 
THE LAND. Therefore, the children of Yisrael offered sacrifices to the 
Holy One, blessed be He, to brighten the face of the earth, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT. THAT IS, BECAUSE NOACH HAD NOT YET COMPLETED 
THE CORRECTION, YISRAEL STILL NEEDED TO OFFER 
SACRIFICES. Rabbi Chizkiyah said that this is indeed so, because 
THAT CORRECTION did not occur until Yisrael stood at Mount Sinai. 
THEN THE EVIL COMPLETELY SEPARATED FROM THE EARTH, THE 
POLLUTION CEASED, AND THERE WAS FREEDOM FROM THE 
ANGEL OF DEATH, AS IS KNOWN.
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245. Rabbi Yesa said that the Holy One, blessed be He, diminished 
the moon, WHICH WAS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, EVEN BEFORE 
ADAM SINNED and the Serpent took over. But because of Adam's 
sin, both the moon and the world THAT RECEIVES LIGHT FROM IT 
were cursed. On the day THAT NOACH OFFERED HIS SACRIFICE, 
only the land, WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE was freed from the 
curse, but the moon's light was still diminished. Only when there is 
an offering in the world and the nation of Yisrael lives in its land will 
moon's deficiency be corrected. THIS REFERS TO THE TIME OF 
KING SOLOMON, AND CONTRADICTS THE WORDS OF THE YOUNG 
BOY, WHO SAID THAT NOACH'S OFFERING RESULTED IN 
PERMISSION FOR THE EARTH TO LEAVE THE DOMINION OF THE 
SERPENT. HE CLAIMED THAT THE CURSE HAD BEEN CANCELED, 
BUT THE DOMINION OF THE SERPENT STILL PREVAILED. THAT IS 
WHY THE OFFERINGS OF YISRAEL ARE REQUIRED IN THE HOLY 
TEMPLE. Rabbi 
Yesa then asked the young boy for his name. He replied: Aba (which 
means father). Rabbi Yesa continued, "You shall be a father in all 
things; you shall be A FATHER in wisdom and in years." And he 
applied to him the verse: "Your father and your mother will be glad 
and she that bore you shall rejoice" (Mishlei 23:25).
 

 

246. Rabbi Chizkiyah said that the Holy One, blessed be He, shall 
remove the spirit of uncleanliness from the world, as it is written: 
"And the spirit of uncleanliness I will cause to pass out of the 
land" (Zecharyah 13:2) and also, "He will swallow up death forever, 
and Hashem Elohim will wipe off the tears from all faces and remove 
the disgrace of His people from all the earth, for Hashem 
spoke" (Yeshayah 25:8).
 

 

247. And the Holy One, blessed be He, shall restore the moon to its 
full brightness and remove it from the darkness into which the Evil 
Serpent caused it to fall. As it is written: "And the light of the moon 
shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be 
sevenfold, as the light of the seven days" (Yeshayah 30:26). So HE 
ASKED: What is the Light OF THE SEVEN DAYS? AND HE 
ANSWERED: IT is the Light that the Holy One, blessed be He, hid 
away in the seven days of creation!
 

 

 
 
32. "And Elohim blessed Noach" 
The Zohar offers us the opportunity to draw in and manifest all the blessings that are generated though this passage.

248. "And Elohim blessed Noach and his sons, and said to them, 'Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth'." Rabbi Aba started the 
discussion by saying: "The blessing of Hashem, it makes rich, and 
no pain shall be added thereto" (Mishlei 10:22). So "the blessing of 
Hashem" is the Shechinah, who is in charge of the blessings of the 
world and from whom come all blessings.
 

 

249. Come and behold: What is written before THE VERSE THAT 
READS ELOHIM BLESSED NOACH? IT IS WRITTEN: "And Hashem 
said to Noach: Come you and all your house in the ark." WHEN 
THEY ENTERED THE ARK THEY WERE ADDRESSED BY YUD-HEI-
VAV-HEI WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, BUT WHEN THEY LEFT THE ARK 
THEY WERE ADDRESSED BY ELOHIM, WHO IS THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE OF ZEIR ANPIN. As has already been stated, the 
"Landlord," WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, gave NOACH permission to enter. 
Afterward, the Lady of the House, WHO IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE 
OF ZEIR ANPIN, allowed him to leave. SO HE ENTERED WITH THE 
PERMISSION OF THE HUSBAND, ZEIR ANPIN, AND LEFT BY 
PERMISSION FROM THE WIFE, WHO IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE OF 
ZEIR ANPIN. From this we learn that the Landlord should welcome 
THE VISITOR INTO THE HOUSE and the wife should escort him out. 
As it is written: "And Elohim spoke to Noach saying; go forth out of 
the ark" (Beresheet 8:15-16). Permission to leave is granted by the 
wife; permission to enter is not.
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250. Because he left THE ARK, he presented her with gifts, NAMELY 
THE OFFERING OF A SACRIFICE. For She is in the "House," and it 
was in Her hands. IN OTHER WORDS, THE MOCHIN OF THE HOUSE 
ARE IN THE HANDS OF THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE ALONE. He offered 
her gifts to make her more lovable to Her husband. From this we can 
learn how a guest should behave. HE SHOULD PRESENT THE LADY 
OF THE HOUSE WITH DEPARTING GIFTS. After he gives her the 
presents, her husband will become fonder of her and she will bless 
him. As it is written: "And Elohim blessed Noach and his sons, and 
said to them, Be fruitful, and multiply," and also, "The blessing of 
Hashem it makes rich" (Mishlei 10:22), which definitely indicates 
THAT THE SHECHINAH, WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
BLESSINGS OF THE WORLD, IS HASHEM'S BLESSING.
  

251. "And he adds no sorrow with Her." (Ibid.). This is the secret of 
the verse, "In sorrow shall you eat of it" (Beresheet 3:17). The word 
"sorrow" indicates sadness and anger, it means without a bright 
face. When the moon grows darker the blessings disappear. "In 
sorrow" refers to the spirit of the Other Side, OR THE KLIPOT, which 
prevent blessings from reaching our world BY CAUSING PEOPLE TO 
SIN. The words, "And he adds no sorrow with Her" hint at the secret 
of the verse: "I will not again curse the earth anymore" (Beresheet 
8:21). FOR "SORROW" MEANS THAT THE OTHER SIDE IS IN 
POWER, BRINGING CURSES UPON THE WORLD. THEREFORE, 
WHEN HE DOES NOT ADD ANY SORROW WITH HER, HE ALSO 
DOES NOT "AGAIN CURSE." BECAUSE BOTH ARE ONE AND THE 
SAME.
 

 

 
 
33. "And the fear of you and the dread of you" 
Man has two bodies, one composed of Light -- Tzelem Elokim, or Image of God -- and the other composed of physical matter. The Light body is our protective 
shield that shines and projects outward from our physical selves. The Zohar explains that even deadly animals fear us when this force radiates at maximum 
power. Negative actions gradually weaken and dim this protective Light. This arouses fears within us, which in turn create vulnerabilities to destructive external 
forces. 
This secret is concealed in the Torah story of God blessing Noah and his children so that all the animals shall fear them. Knowing this secret rekindles the Light 
aspect of our body.

252. "And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be" (Beresheet 
9:2) MEANS THAT from now on, you shall take the form of human 
beings, FROM WHICH THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH FEAR. FROM 
THE TIME OF ADAM'S SIN UNTIL THIS POINT, they did not take the 
form of human beings. Now come and behold: In the beginning it is 
written: THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH WERE AFRAID OF MAN "for in 
the image of Elohim made He Man," (Beresheet 9:6) and also, "in the 
likeness of Elohim made He him" (Beresheet 5:1). But as people 
sinned, they no longer maintained the supernal image, and they 
became afraid of the beasts of the field.
  

253. Formerly, the creatures of the world looked upon Man and saw 
the holy supernal image and trembled with fear. But as people 
sinned, their image was transformed in the eyes of the beasts. This 
is why human beings now tremble with fear of other creatures.
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254. Come and behold: All the people who do not sin before their 
Master and do not transgress against the precepts of the Torah, 
retain the divine splendor of the image OF ELOHIM. Therefore all the 
creatures of the world tremble with fear of them. But when the 
people transgress against the precepts of the Torah, their shape 
changes and they tremble and fear other creatures, because the 
supernal shape has left them. Because the beasts cannot see the 
supernal form in them anymore, they are ruled by the beasts of the 
field.
 

 

255. When THEY LEFT THE ARK AND the world was renewed, 
Hashem blessed them by granting them dominion over all THE 
CREATURES, even over the fish in the sea. As it is written: "And 
upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand they are 
delivered" (Beresheet 9:2). Rabbi Chiya said that into your hand they 
are delivered, indicating that when the Holy One, blessed be He, 
created the world, He delivered everything into the hands of Man. As 
it is written: "and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air..." (Beresheet 1:28). THAT IS TO SAY, THEY WERE 
SUBJUGATED TO PEOPLE ON THE DAY THAT MAN WAS CREATED.
  

256. "And Elohim blessed Noach." Rabbi Chizkiyah opened his 
discourse on the verse, "Of David, Maskil. Happy is he whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered (Tehilim 32:1). He 
said that although this passage has been explained, it contains deep 
secrets of wisdom. We have learned that King David praised the Holy 
One, blessed be He, with ten levels of praises, WHICH ARE: 
CONDUCTING; PLAYING MELODY; MASKIL; EPIGRAMS (MICHTAM); 
PSALMS; SONG; BLESSING; PRAYER; THANKSGIVING, AND 
HALLELUYAH. THROUGH THESE PRAISES, KING DAVID 
PERFECTED THE BOOK OF TEHILIM. Maskil is the level THAT 
REFERS TO THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH, and David perfected 
himself before attaining this level.
  

257. "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven." THIS MEANS 
THAT when the Holy One, blessed be He, weighs the sins and the 
merits of men, transgression is forgiven when the merits overcome 
the sins and draw them downward on the scale. This means that he 
has more merits than sins. When this happens, his "transgression is 
forgiven."
 

 

258. The verse, "Whose sin is covered," means that when Judgment 
prevails in the world, sin should be covered so that the Angel of 
Destruction does not take control of it. This is what happened with 
Noach DURING THE FLOOD, when the Holy One, blessed be He, 
shielded him from Adam's sin OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF 
GOOD AND EVIL, that Adam brought down upon the world. 
BECAUSE THE ANGEL OF DESTRUCTION DID NOT SEE NOACH, HE 
WAS UNABLE TO CLING TO HIM AND PUNISH HIM. But because 
Adam brought sin upon the world, WE FIND THAT the other living 
creatures were given control, the human being is afraid of them, and 
the world has not reached perfection. So when Noach left the ark, 
the Holy One, blessed be He, blessed him. As it is written: "And 
Elohim blessed Noach and his sons..." . AND, ALSO, "THE FEAR OF 
YOU AND THE DREAD OF YOU SHALL BE UPON EVERY BEAST OF 
THE FIELD..." WHICH MEANS THAT HIS FORM BECAME LIKE THAT 
OF ADAM BEFORE THE SIN OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, WHEN 
ALL THE LIVING CREATURES FEARED HIM.
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259. "And you, be fruitful and multiply" (Beresheet 9:7). HE RAISED 
THE ISSUE THAT females do not seem to be included in these 
blessings, as the verse mentions only Noach and his sons, but not 
the females. Rabbi Shimon said that the term "and you" WITH AN 
ADDED VAV, WHICH MEANS 'AND,' indicates that the males and the 
females were both included. THE LETTER VAV THAT APPEARS 
HERE INDICATES THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. Not only that, but in the 
verse, "And Elohim blessed Noach," THE WORD ET IS ADDED TO 
SUGGEST THE NAME OF THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. AND IT IS ALSO 
MENTIONED HERE to include NOACH'S wife. And in the line, "And 
(Et) his sons," THE PARTICLE ET IS USED to indicate that their 
wives are included.
 

 

260. Because it is written: "be fruitful and multiply," propagate your 
kind, WE KNOW THAT FEMALES WERE ALSO BLESSED. And from 
here onward, "brings abundantly in the earth," in which the Holy 
One, blessed be He, handed over to them-to all of them who followed 
after-seven precepts of the Torah. When Yisrael stood on Mount 
Sinai, they were all given the precepts of the Torah together.
 

 

 
 
34. "I have set My rainbow in the cloud" 
The Zohar explains that the rainbow is a sign indicating that a great destruction was forthcoming, but it has been prevented by the hand of God. Reading this 
section infuses us with the same Light of protection expressed by the sign of the rainbow.

261. "And Elohim said to Noach... this is the sign of the covenant 
which I make between me and you... I have set My rainbow in the 
cloud" (Beresheet 9:8, 12-13). The words, "I have set," SHOW THAT 
He had already set the rainbow. Rabbi Shimon commented on the 
verse: "And above the firmament that was over their heads was the 
likeness of a throne, with the appearance of a sapphire 
stone" (Yechezkel 1:26). Before this, it is written: "And when they 
went out I heard the noise (voice) of their wings, like the noise of 
great waters, as the voice of Shadai" (Yechezkel 1:24). These words 
refer to the four sacred and mighty supreme animals upon whom the 
firmament rests. Their wings are joined together to cover their 
bodies.
 

 

262. When they spread their wings, the singing voice of all their 
wings is heard, and the words, "As the voice of Shadai," indicate 
that this voice is never silent. As it is also written: "praise to you and 
never be silent" (Tehilim 30:13). HE THEN ASKED: What do they 
say? AND HE ANSWERED: They say: Hashem has made known His 
salvation, His righteousness He has openly showed in the sight of 
the heathens" (Tehilim 98:2).
 

 

263. The words: "The noise of commotion, as the noise of a 
host" (Yechezkel 1:24), signify the noise of the Holy Camp, with its 
supernal armies assembled on high. HE ASKED: "And what do they 
say?" AND HE ANSWERED: THEY SAY "Holy, holy, holy is Hashem 
of Hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory" (Yeshayah 6:3). They 
face south and say "Holy," then they face north and say "Holy," then 
they face east and say "Holy," and then they face west and say 
"blessed."
 

 

264. And that firmament rests on top of their heads, so wherever the 
ANIMAL moves, it turns its head and faces all four faces gathered 
within. It also turns its head and faces all four corners of the world, 
ALL FOUR DIRECTIONS OF THE WINDS, and they are all brought 
back and spread downward.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/03%20-%20Noach%20.htm (55 of 78)2004/06/28 22:10:29



1

265. The four faces of these Animals are imprinted on all four sides 
of the firmament, WHICH ARE THE "FOUR WINDS" OF HEAVEN- 
SOUTH, NORTH, EAST, AND WEST. The face of a lion is imprinted 
TO THE SOUTH; the face of a bull TO THE NORTH; the face of an 
eagle TO THE EAST; and the face of a man TO THE WEST. All of the 
faces are also imprinted with THE FACE OF MAN: THE FACE OF 
LION IS IMPRINTED WITH THE FACE OF MAN, THE FACE OF EAGLE 
WITH THE FACE OF MAN, AND THE FACE OF BULL WITH THE FACE 
OF MAN. ALL FACES ARE INCLUDED IN THE FACE OF MAN, AND 
this is why it is written: "As for the likeness of their faces, they each 
had the likeness of Man (Yechezkel 1:10). THIS MEANS THAT ALL 
FOUR HAVE THE FACE OF MAN.
 

 

266. Now the firmament is a square THAT POINTS IN FOUR 
DIRECTIONS AND contains all of the colors, four of which-WHITE, 
RED, GREEN AND BLACK-are seen. EACH OF THESE COLORS IS 
imprinted with all four colors, SO WE HAVE SIXTEEN COLORS 
ALTOGETHER. The upper ones, THE ANIMAL OF CHESED, 
GVURAH, AND TIFERET are engraved. The same applies to the lower 
ones, THE ANIMAL OF NETZACH, HOD, YESOD, AND MALCHUT. So 
when these four colors, THE COLORS OF THE ANIMALS OF 
NETZACH, HOD, YESOD, AND MALCHUT, spread out, they become 
twelve, AND NOT SIXTEEN LIKE THE ANIMAL OF CHESED, 
GVURAH, AND TIFERET. THE COLORS ARE green, red, white, and 
sapphire, which is a combination of the first three. IN OTHER 
WORDS, THE COLOR SAPPHIRE, WHICH IS MALCHUT, IS NOT 
REALLY A COLOR BY ITSELF, BUT A COMBINATION OF THE 
THREE OTHER COLORS. SO WE HAVE THREE COLORS 
MULTIPLIED BY FOUR, which adds up to 12. This is why it is written: 
"As the appearance of the rainbow that is in the cloud in the day of 
rain... so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This 
was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of 
Hashem" (Yechezkel 1:28). THIS APPEARANCE AND LIKENESS, 
MALCHUT, contains all three colors, MEANING THAT MALCHUT HAS 
NO COLOR OF ITS OWN, BUT CONTAINS THE OTHER THREE 
COLORS. That is why it is written: "the appearance of the rainbow... 
in the cloud."
 

 

267. HE ASKED: What is meant by "My rainbow"? AND HE REPLIED: 
'It is similar to what has been said about Yosef, "But his bow 
(rainbow) abode firm" (Beresheet 43:24). THE RAINBOW SUGGESTS 
MALCHUT, AND since Yosef is called righteous, WHICH IS THE 
ATTRIBUTE OF YESOD, "his rainbow" refers to the "Covenant of the 
rainbow," YESOD OF MALCHUT. THE COVENANT IS YESOD AND 
THE RAINBOW MALCHUT. The rainbow is considered righteous 
because the covenant, YESOD united with it. And because Noach 
was righteous, HIS COVENANT was established AND INCLUDED in 
THE SECRET OF the rainbow.
 

 

268. "Were made strong" (Beresheet 49:24). HE ASKED, what is the 
meaning of "vayaphozu (lit. 'to make strong')?" AND HE REPLIED 
THAT HIS HANDS were shining from the light that is AS PURE GOLD 
(PAZ) and desired by all. This relates to the verse, "More to be 
desired are they than gold, than much fine gold (paz) and sweet... 
" (Tehilim 19:11). This means that HIS HANDS shone with the 
supernal Light because he observed the covenant. This is why 
WHEN HE MERITED THE COVENANT, he was called "Yosef the 
Righteous." The rainbow was also called the Covenant, because he 
and the rainbow are combined and included within each other, AS 
PREVIOUSLY EXPLAINED.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/03%20-%20Noach%20.htm (56 of 78)2004/06/28 22:10:29



1

269. And THE RAINBOW is the splendor of the Glory on High, the 
sight beyond all sights. MALCHUT, CALLED THE GLORY ON HIGH, 
CONTAINS ALL THE SIGHTS. It is also the sight of the hidden 
LIGHTS, WHICH ARE the hidden and unrevealed colors. THE THREE 
COLORS, WHITE, RED, AND GREEN, WHICH ARE CHESED, 
GVURAH, AND TIFERET. THESE LIGHTS ARE COVERED AND 
HIDDEN ABOVE THE CHEST, AND THEY ARE REVEALED IN THE 
RAINBOW. The eye is not permitted to look at the rainbow when it 
appears in the world. For the rainbow exposes fault in the 
Shechinah. Furthermore, the colors of the rainbow are connected 
with the "appearance of the mist and the cloud," WHICH MEAN THAT 
THEY ARE COVERED UP. Like the appearance of the Glory on High, 
it should not be gazed upon. THAT THE COLORS OF THE RAINBOW 
ARE CONNECTED TO THE SIGHT OF THE MIST AND THE CLOUD 
INDICATES THAT THEY ARE COVERED, LIKE THE SIGHT OF THE 
SUPERNAL GLORY, WHICH MUST NOT BE SEEN.
 

 

270. But because the earth looks at the rainbow, MALCHUT, CALLED 
THE EARTH, IS COMPLETED BY THE RAINBOW AND then the 
sacred COVENANT is properly established. Therefore, "it shall be for 
a sign of a covenant between Elohim... " (Beresheet 9:13). What we 
previously stated, that these are three colors-WHITE, RED, AND 
GREEN-and one OTHER COLOR that is comprised of the other three, 
all form one secret. THIS MEANS THAT THE RAINBOW IS FORMED 
BY THESE THREE COLORS AND A FOURTH THAT IS A 
COMBINATION OF THEM. And THE RAINBOW climbs to the clouds 
to show itself, BECAUSE IT CAN ONLY BE SEEN FROM WITHIN A 
CLOUD.
 

 

271. "And above the firmament that was over their heads was the 
likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire 
stone" (Yechezkel 1:26). This "SAPPHIRE STONE" is the 
"Foundation Stone," which is one point upon which the whole world 
stands. Upon it, the Holy of the Holies is established. What is this 
POINT? It is the "supernal sacred throne," which controls the four 
COLORS. It bears a resemblance to a throne and its four supports, 
WHICH ARE THE FOUR COLORS, WHITE, RED, GREEN AND 
SAPPHIRE. This THRONE is the Unwritten Law, MALCHUT.
 

 

272. "And upon the likeness of a throne was the likeness as the 
appearance of a man upon it above" (Yechezkel 1:26). This refers to 
the Written Law, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN. From this we learn that the 
Written Law should be placed above the Unwritten Law, because the 
one is a "throne" for the other. "As the appearance of a man" refers 
to the image of Ya'akov, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, because he sits upon 
this throne.
 

 

 
 
35. "And this stone which I have set for a pillar" 
Within this discussion, the Zohar stresses the importance of properly preparing oneself-mind, body and soul-before entering the gates of Torah study. The 
reason given by the Zohar concerns the supernal forces and the souls of the righteous, who traverse many worlds to join us whenever we learn. True spiritual 
study does not pertain to the acquisition of external knowledge. Learning and studying the secrets of the Torah is the sum and substance of Light Itself. 
Specifically, study and Light are one and the same. Therefore, when we study, we are, in reality, bringing the spiritual forces of Light into full manifestation. This 
understanding helps us prepare our entire being, so that we may become worthy vessels for the Light of the Creator to fill.

273. Rabbi Yehuda woke up one night to study Torah. It was 
midnight in a guest house in the town of Mata-Mechesya. There was 
a Jew staying there, who had arrived with two sacks of clothes TO 
SELL. Rabbi Yehuda opened the discussion, saying, "And this stone 
which I have set for a pillar shall be the house of Elohim" (Beresheet 
28:22). That STONE, he continued, is the Foundation Stone, on 
which the world was planted. And on that stone the Holy Temple was 
built!
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274. The Jew raised his head up and said: How can this be possible? 
As the Foundation Stone existed before the world was created and 
from it the world was planted. You claim that "this stone which I 
have set for a pillar" means that until Ya'akov set it AS A PILLAR, IT 
WAS NOT PROPERLY SET AND DID NOT STAND IN ITS PLACE. As it 
is written: "And he took the stone he had put under his 
head" (Beresheet 22:11). BUT THE FOUNDATION STONE WAS 
ESTABLISHED AND STOOD IN ITS PLACE BEFORE THE CREATION 
OF THE WORLD. And furthermore, Ya'akov was in Bet-El, while the 
FOUNDATION Stone was in Jeruslaem, where IT STANDS IN THE 
PLACE OF THE HOLY TEMPLE.
 

 

275. Rabbi Yehuda, without turning his face toward him, quoted the 
verse, "Prepare to meet your Elohim, O Yisrael" (Amos 4:12). He 
continued, as it is written: "Take heed and hear O Yisrael (Devarim 
27:3). This means that the words of Torah require full attention and 
that it should be approached with the body and soul properly 
focused. The Jew rose, dressed, sat by Rabbi Yehuda's side, and 
said: Happy are you righteous who study the Torah day and night!
 

 

276. Rabbi Yehuda said to him: Now that you have properly prepared 
yourself, we shall join one another and you can say what you want to 
say. For before discussing Torah, a person has to properly prepare 
his body and heart. If this were not so, I would lay in bed and think of 
these things in my heart. But we have learned that even one person, 
sitting and studying Torah, is accompanied by the Shechinah. And if 
the Shechinah is already here, how can I lay in bed? Also, IN ORDER 
TO DELVE INTO TORAH, a person requires a clear mind. AND HE 
WHO LIES IN HIS BED DOES NOT HAVE A CLEAR MIND.
 

 

277. Furthermore, when a person gets up to study Torah in the 
middle of the night, when the northern wind awakes, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, enters Gan Eden and enjoys Himself with the 
righteous. And He, together with the righteous in the Garden, listen 
to the words that come from such a person's mouth. So if the Holy 
One, blessed be He, and the righteous delight in hearing the words 
of Torah at this hour, how can I lay in my bed? Now, RABBI YEHUDA 
said to THE JEW: Say what you have to say.
 

 

278. He told RABBI YEHUDA that he had a question about the 
statement regarding the verse, "And this stone which I have set for a 
pillar shall be the house of Elohim." You said it refers to the 
Foundation Stone: How can that be? The Foundation Stone existed 
even before the creation of the world. From this Stone the world was 
planted. And you say that "which I have set" means that Ya'akov has 
just set it, and it is written: "And he took the stone that he had put 
under his head."
 

 

279. Also, Ya'akov was in Bet-El, while the stone was in Jeruslaem. 
Rabbi Yehuda answered that Ya'akov folded up the Land of Yisrael 
and placed it under his head, EVEN THOUGH HE WAS IN BET-EL. 
The Jew continued: It is written: "he took the stone that he had put" 
and, also, "And this stone which I have set for a pillar," MEANING 
THAT YA'AKOV ESTABLISHED IT NOW. SO HOW CAN IT BE THE 
SAME STONE WHICH HAD EXISTED BEFORE THE WORLD WAS 
CREATED? Rabbi Yehuda said: If you know anything, say it!
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280. The Jew then began: It is written: "As for me, I shall behold your 
face in righteousness, I shall be satisfied when I wake up and see 
your likeness" (Tehilim 17:15). King David felt great affection for and 
devotion to this stone. THE STONE IS MALCHUT, AND IT IS CALLED 
THE "FOUNDATION STONE" AND ALSO "RIGHTEOUSNESS." 
Therefore, David said of it: "The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone" (Tehilim 118:22), and when he wanted 
to look at the reflection of his Master's glory, he would simply take 
the stone into his hands and enter.
 

 

281. Whoever wants to appear before his Master can enter only by 
that stone, as it is written: "Thus (Heb. bezot), WITH MALCHUT THAT 
IS CALLED THIS (HEB. ZOT) shall Aharon come into the holy 
place" (Vayikra 16:3). King David was glorifying Himself, saying, "As 
for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness," WHICH IS 
MALCHUT. His main intention was to show himself and appear with 
the stone turned heavenward.
 

 

282. Come and behold: Avraham instituted the morning prayer, 
WHICH CORRESPONDS TO THE SFIRAH OF CHESED OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, and in so doing, he made known the essence of his Master in 
the world, and he fixed the time of the morning, as it should properly 
be, as it is written "And Avraham rose up early in the 
morning" (Beresheet 22:3). THIS MEANS THAT HE FIXED THE 
ATTRIBUTE OF CHESED, THAT PREVAILS IN THE MORNING. 
Yitzchak instituted the afternoon prayer, WHICH CORRESPONDS TO 
THE SFIRAH OF GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN, and made the world know 
that there is Judgment and a Judge who can save the world and 
judge it. THIS MEANS THAT HE FIXED THE ATTRIBUTE OF GVURAH.
 

 

283. Ya'akov instituted the evening prayer, WHICH CORRESPONDS 
TO MALCHUT, OF THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE OF ZEIR ANPIN. 
Through this prayer, he established what no man had before, and he 
therefore praised himself, saying, "And this stone WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, I had put for a pillar." HE FIXED HER PROPERLY, 
because until that time, nobody had established it as he had!
 

 

284. This is why he "took the stone that he had put under his head, 
and set it up for a pillar" Beresheet 28:18), but what is the meaning 
of "a pillar?" It means that MALCHUT had fallen and he "set Her up." 
"And he poured oil on the top of it" (Beresheet 28:18) means that her 
positioning depended on Ya'akov more than on any other person in 
the world. FOR YA'AKOV IS HER HUSBAND, THE CHARIOT OF 
TIFERET. THEREFORE ALL AMENDMENTS MADE TO MALCHUT, 
WHO IS HIS FEMALE PRINCIPLE, ARE DEPENDENT ON HIM.
 

 

285. Rabbi Yehuda then came, kissed THE JEW, and said to him, You 
know all this and still you deal in commerce and neglect eternal life? 
The Jew answered: Times are pressing, and I have two sons 
studying daily in a house of Torah. I have to care for their expenses 
and pay their teacher's fees so that they can continue to study.
 

 

286. He continued, quoting the verse: "And Solomon sat upon the 
throne of David, his father. And his kingdom was established 
firmly" (I Melachim 2:12). AND HE ASKED, what is the reason for 
SOLOMON'S praise? HE REPLIED THAT he established the 
Foundation Stone and set over it the Holy of Holies, thereby firmly 
establishing his kingdom.
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287. It is written: "And I will look upon it, that I may remember the 
everlasting covenant" (Beresheet 9:16), meaning that the Holy One, 
blessed be He, always desires Her, MALCHUT. Whoever is not seen 
with Her does not enter before his Master. That is why it is written: 
"And I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting 
covenant," BECAUSE THE SEEING IS ONLY FOR HER.
 

 

288. HE ASKS: What is meant by "And I will look upon it"? AND HE 
ANSWERED THAT it is a secret relating to the words, "and set a 
mark upon the foreheads..." (Yechezkel 9:4). THIS MARK IS THE 
LETTER TAV THAT SHALL BE 'SEEN' ON THEIR FOREHEADS. But 
there are those who say that the 'seeing' is related to the impression 
of His holy sign in the flesh (the circumcision).
 

 

289. Rabbi Yehuda said: Certainly BOTH THE ASPECT OF THE 
LETTER Tav AND THE DIADEM ARE IMPLIED IN THE EXPRESSION 
"LOOK UPON IT." Nevertheless, the rainbow that is seen in the world 
is based on a supernal secret, and when the nation of Yisrael goes 
forth from exile, this rainbow will be adorned with color like a bride 
who adorns herself for her husband.
 

 

290. The Jew then told him: This is what my father said to me while 
he was departing from this world: Do not expect the coming of 
Mashiach until this rainbow is seen in the world, adorning itself in 
shining colors and shining to all the world. Only then expect 
Mashiach.
 

 

291. From where do we know this? From the verse that says, "And I 
will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant." 
Because now, DURING THE EXILE, when the rainbow is seen with 
darkened colors, it is a reminder to prevent the Flood from returning 
to the world. But, WHEN MASHIACH APPEARS, it shall shine brightly 
and be ornamented, like a bride who adorns herself for her husband. 
And what is predicted in the verse: "to remember the everlasting 
covenant," SHALL COME TO PASS. Then the Holy One, blessed be 
He, will remember that covenant and raise Her from the dust, as it is 
written: "And they will seek Hashem their Elohim and David their 
King" (Hoshea 3:5). "DAVID THEIR KING" REFERS TO MALCHUT 
THAT IS THE SECRET OF THE RAINBOW. It is also written: "But they 
shall serve Hashem their Elohim and David their king, whom I will 
raise for them" (Yirmeyah 30:9), MEANING, "whom I will raise" from 
the dust. As you say, "I will raise up the tabernacle of David that is 
fallen" (Amos 9:11), it is therefore said at that time "I will look upon 
it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant" and raise Her from 
the dust.
  

292. My father said that the reason the redemption of Yisrael and the 
remembrance OF MALCHUT are mentioned in the Torah IS THAT 
"REMEMBER THE EVERLASTING COVENANT" REFERS TO THE 
REDEMPTION OF YISRAEL AND THE COMPLETION OF MALCHUT. 
That is why, IN REFERENCE TO THE TIME OF REDEMPTION, it is 
written: "For as I have sworn that the waters of Noach should no 
more go over the earth, so have I sworn that I would not be angry 
with you, nor rebuke you" (Yeshayah 54:9).
 

 

 
 
36. "And the sons of Noach that went forth from the ark" 
Rabbi Shimon discloses a secret to explain this verse. It concerns a process of revelation of great Light. When we scan this portion, may we all merit the Light 
that shines from these secrets.

293. "And the sons of Noach that went forth from the 
ark..." (Beresheet 9:18). Rabbi Elazar said: it is written, "the sons of 
Noach that went forth from the ark." Could it be that there were 
others who did not emerge from the ark?"
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294. Rabbi Aba answered: Yes. His sons bore other children 
afterward, as it is written: "These are the generations of 
Shem..." (Beresheet 11:10). They did not go forth from the ark, and it 
is therefore written: "that went forth from the ark were Shem, Cham 
and Yafet."
 

 

295. Rabbi Shimon said: Had I been alive, when the Holy One, 
blessed be He, gave Humankind the Books of Chanoch and Adam, I 
would have tried my best to prevent them from circulating among 
the people. For at that time, wise men were not afraid to look into 
them and pervert their MEANING. THEY twisted the books' ideas and 
took them from the supernal dominion of the Holiness to another 
dominion, WHICH IS NOT HOLY. Now, however, the wise of the world 
know things but conceal them, THAT IS, THEY DO NOT REVEAL THE 
SECRETS and they strengthen themselves in serving their Master. 
THAT IS WHY NOW IT IS ALLOWED TO DELVE INTO THE SECRETS 
OF THE TORAH.
 

 

296. I found this passage about THE SONS OF NOACH WHO WENT 
FORTH FROM THE ARK hidden among the secrets of the secrets. 
When the hidden and unknown bliss that is above all bliss, WHICH IS 
BINAH WHEN SHE ASCENDED TO THE HEAD OF ARICH ANPIN, is 
aroused, the cause of all causes, WHICH IS ARICH ANPIN, produces 
from within Himself a thin Light. BINAH, FOR LACK OF CHASSADIM, 
CAN RECEIVE ONLY A THIN LIGHT FROM ARICH ANPIN. THIS IS 
WHY BINAH IS HIDDEN AND INCONCEIVABLE. THEREFORE, BINAH 
IS AROUSED AND RECEIVES WITHIN HERSELF THE 
ILLUMINATIONS OF THE THREE COLUMNS. THIS MEANS THAT, 
using the supernal anointing oil, THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHASSADIM, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF CHOLAM, the bliss above 
all bliss shines its light on the Right COLUMN. And it shines its light 
on the Left COLUMN with the gaiety of good wine, THAT IS, 
ILLUMINATIONS OF CHOCHMAH, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
SHURUK. And it shines its light on the Central COLUMN with the 
gaiety of both THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT Columns, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF CHIRIK. For the spirit, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, has been 
aroused AND HAS JOINED THE CENTRAL COLUMN OF BINAH, 
FROM WHICH EMANATES THE NEKUDAT HACHIRIK (LIT. 'THE 
VOWEL OF CHIRIK'), WHILE THE SPIRIT OF THE LEFT COLUMN 
HAS ASCENDED and been placed in the spirit OF THE RIGHT 
COLUMN. THEN ALL THREE COLUMNS OF BINAH ARE JOINED 
TOGETHER AND INCLUDED IN EACH OTHER.
 

 

297. They cling to each other. ZEIR ANPIN CLINGS TO BINAH, and 
then all three enter into the other three-THE THREE COLUMNS OF 
BINAH ENTER AND BECOME THE THREE COLUMNS OF ZEIR 
ANPIN. From the three COLUMNS OF ZEIR ANPIN, one goes forth. 
THIS ONE IS the Covenant, YESOD, and THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE is 
attached to the Covenant. AFTERWARD, the rising spirit, WHICH IS 
THE SPIRIT OF THE LEFT COLUMN, leaves Him and THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE is impregnated by him. THIS MEANS THAT THE LEFT 
COLUMN LEAVES ZEIR ANPIN AND IS PASSED ONTO THE FEMALE 
PRINCIPLE. Afterward, when THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE receives the 
two Columns OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHEN SHE RECEIVES THE 
CHASSADIM OF THE RIGHT and she and Zeir Anpin are attached 
spirit to spirit, THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE becomes pregnant with 
three sons. Then from Noach and the ark, three SONS emerged. 
These sons who emerged from the ark, Shem, Cham, and Yafet, were 
similar to the supernal three COLUMNS. Shem was the Right one, 
Cham the Left one, and Yafet the Central one--whose color is purple 
and which includes the other two.
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298. "And Cham is the father of Cnaan" (Beresheet 3:18). CNAAN is 
the filth under the refuse of the Gold, NAMELY THAT WHICH 
SETTLES AT THE BOTTOM OF THE POT DURING THE MELTING OF 
THE GOLD. And he is also the arousal of the ancient Serpent's spirit 
of impurity. CHAM IS THE LEFT COLUMN, WHICH IS THE SECRET 
OF GOLD, AND CNAAN, WHO REPRESENTS THE ANCIENT 
SERPENT, IS HIS REFUSE. This is why the verse specifically reads, 
"And Cham is the father of Cnaan," THE SAME CNAAN who brought 
curses on the world, the same Cnaan who was himself cursed and 
who darkened the faces of the creatures. IN OTHER WORDS, HE IS 
THE SERPENT WHO SEDUCED CHAVAH AND BROUGHT CURSES 
ON THE WORLD, AND WHO WAS CURSED HIMSELF AND 
DARKENED THE FACES OF THE CREATURES BY BRINGING DEATH 
UPON THEM.
 

 

299. Only Cham was separated from the rest, because, as is written: 
"And Cham is the father of Cnaan." THIS REFERS TO the one who 
brought darkness upon the world: THE SERPENT. Nobody else is 
described in this fashion. It does not say, 'Shem is the father of so 
and so, or Yafet is the father of so and so.' The Scriptures say 
immediately, "And Cham is the father of Cnaan."
 

 

300. Hence, what does it say about Avraham? It says, "and Avram 
passed through the land... And the Cnaanite was then in the 
land" (Beresheet 12:6). The Patriarchies, THE MOCHIN THAT WERE 
DRAWN DOWN FOR THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, CALLED 'THE LAND,' 
were not yet established, and the seed of Yisrael had not yet 
appeared in the world. The name OF CNAAN therefore could not yet 
be removed FROM THE LAND and replaced with the sacred supernal 
name OF YISRAEL. But when Yisrael was righteous AND DREW 
DOWN THE THREE COLUMNS OF ZEIR ANPIN, CALLED 'YISRAEL,' 
TO MATE WITH THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, the land came to be called 
by the name, 'Land of Yisrael.' IT WAS NAMED FOR THE LOWER 
YISRAEL, WHO COMPLETED THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, AND HER 
HUSBAND, ZEIR ANPIN. But when they were not worthy AND THE 
FEMALE PRINCIPLE WAS LEFT WITH THE LEFT COLUMN, WITH 
THE GOLD'S REFUSE, CALLED 'CNAAN,' it was called by a different 
name, 'the Land of Cnaan.'
 

 

301. Therefore, it is written: "And he said: Cursed be Cnaan, a slave 
of slaves he shall be to his brothers" (Beresheet 9:25), for he 
brought curses upon the world, and HE REPRESENTS THE ANCIENT 
SERPENT. And what is said of the Serpent? "Cursed are you of all 
cattle" (Beresheet 3:14). HE WAS CURSED AS WELL IN THE 
PASSAGE, "CURSED BE CNAAN... a slave of slaves SHALL HE BE 
TO HIS BROTHERS." BECAUSE CATTLE ARE SLAVES TO HUMAN 
BEINGS AND BECAUSE HE IS WORSE THAN THE CATTLE AND THE 
MOST CURSED, HE IS THE SLAVE OF SLAVES. This is why it is 
written that Shem, Cham, and Yafet are the three sons of Noach who 
emerged from the ark, as has previously been explained. THEY ARE 
THE SECRET OF THE THREE COLUMNS: THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, 
THAT IS CALLED 'THE ARK,' RECEIVED THEM FROM ZEIR ANPIN, 
BECAME PREGNANT BY THEM, AND BROUGHT THEM FORTH INTO 
THE WORLD.
 

 

 
 
37. "These three sons of Noach" 
Three unique energy forces permeate all existence. The Zohar explains that this supernal secret is denoted by the Three sons of Noah. 
These 3 spiritual forces are known as Right Column, Left Column and Central Column. That is, the positive desire to share, the negative desire to receive and the 
free will to balance these desires into receiving for the sake of sharing. In our physical world they also manifest as the proton, electron, and neutron. The Zohar 
further reveals that Noah's three sons are the source of all the souls who have come to this world.
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302. "These three are the sons of Noach" (Beresheet 9:19). They "are 
the existence of the entire world. THE WORD 'EXISTENCE' 
INDICATES THE MOCHIN OF THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, WHICH IS 
CALLED 'THE WORLD.' THEY ARE the existence of the supernal 
secret, THE MOCHIN OF BINAH. THE WORDS, "and of them was the 
whole earth over spread," MEANS THAT ALL HUMAN SOULS ARE 
DESCENDED FROM THEM. THEY ARE the secret of the three 
supernal colors OF BINAH, WHICH ARE THE THREE COLUMNS. 
When the river that comes out FROM EDEN AND WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN watered the Garden, WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, It 
watered It by the power of the three supernal COLUMNS, BY THE 
POWER OF THE SUPERNAL BINAH. Then, the lower colors, WHITE, 
RED, AND BLACK, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF THE LOWER 
THREE COLUMNS OF THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, expanded. Each of 
these colors is included in the other, to show that the glory of the 
Holy One, blessed be He, extends up TO BINAH and down TO 
MALCHUT, and is one, above and below.
 

 

303. Rabbi Elazar said that these three colors exist in all OF THE 
MOCHIN that originate from the Holy Side. Their 'Appearance,' 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, INCLUDES all three colors, which expand into 
the colors coming from the Other Spirit. And when you look into the 
secret of the levels, you will find that the colors spread out in all 
directions: RIGHT, LEFT AND CENTER, until they enter below INTO 
MALCHUT. This is the secret of the 27 channels of doors that cover 
the deep.
 

 

304. All this is known to our exalted sages. Worthy are the righteous 
with their lot that The Holy One, blessed be He, wants to glorify them 
and reveal to them the supernal secrets of Wisdom. Of them, it is 
written: "The secret of Hashem is to those who fear him, and to let 
them know His covenant" (Tehilim 25:14).
 

 

305. Rabbi Elazar said: "Hashem you are my Elohim, I will exalt you, I 
will praise your name, for you have done wonderful things, even 
counsels of old, in faithfulness and truth" (Yeshayah 25:1). How 
important it is for people to pay attention to the honor of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, and praise Him. For the desires of he who 
knows how to praise his Master as He deserves will be fulfilled. Not 
only that, but He also causes an increase of blessings above and 
below!
 

 

306. So whoever is able to praise his Master and proclaim His unity 
is held in affection on high and is beloved below. And the Holy One, 
blessed be He, is proud of him. Such a person is described by the 
verse: "And He said to me you my servant, Yisrael, in whom I will be 
glorified" (Yeshayah 43:3).
 

 

 
 
38. "And Noach, man of the earth, began and planted a vineyard" 
The Zohar explains that both Noah and Adam sinned under the influence of wine. Kabbalah teaches that wine is a powerful tool for drawing in Light, as the grape 
is a potent conduit of spiritual energy. Wine is therefore used as a tool in blessings to reveal God's Light into our physical world. When, through the absence of a 
blessing, we do not prepare a large enough Vessel, or if we consume wine for reasons not related to spirituality, the torrent of Light aroused becomes 
uncontrollable. This is the mystery that explains wine's ability to induce intoxicated behavior.
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307. "And Noach, a man of the earth, began and planted a 
vineyard" (Beresheet 9:20). Rabbi Yehuda disagreed with Rabbi 
Yosi's interpretation of this verse. One said the vine was thrown out 
of Gan Eden, and that Noach planted it IN THE GROUND. The other 
said, IT IS WRITTEN: "AND HE PLANTED," BECAUSE the vine had 
already been in the ground and Noach plucked it out FROM ITS 
PLACE and replanted it ELSEWHERE. It blossomed and gave fruit on 
the same day, and he squeezed the grapes, drank their wine, and got 
drunk.
 

 

308. Rabbi Shimon said that there is a sublime secret hidden in this 
passage. Noach had come to reexamine Adam's sin OF THE TREE 
OF KNOWLEDGE, so that he could refrain from repeating it and 
could make reparations in the world. But he was unable TO 
ACCOMPLISH THIS, HOWEVER, because after squeezing the grapes, 
so that he could examine them, he got drunk, was uncovered, and 
had no strength to get up. This is why THE VERSE SAYS, "and was 
uncovered," MEANING THAT he 'uncovered' a Gap in the World, 
which had been covered until that time. "Within his tent (Heb. 
ohaloh)" is spelled with a final Hei. It is not spelled OHALO WITH A 
VAV. Therefore, it is written: "and do not come near the door of her 
house" (Mishlei 5: 9), "his tent"-- indicating the vineyard AND NOT 
HIS OWN TENT. FOR THIS REASON, IT IS WRITTEN WITH A HEI AND 
NOT WITH A VAV.
 

 

309. The same thing happened with the sons of Aharon, who, as we 
have learned, were drunk. AND HE ASKED: Who gave them wine to 
drink in such a place? Could you ever think that they were so 
impertinent as to get drunk! No, this cannot be so, but indeed they 
did drink from that certain type of wine and became drunk, as is it is 
written: "and they offered strange fire before Hashem" (Vayikra 
10:1). It says here "a strange fire (Heb. esh)" and elsewhere "That 
they may keep you from the strange woman (Heb. isha)" (Mishlei 
8:5), and both verses apply to the same thing. Everything amounts to 
the same explanation.
  

310. We find the same meaning in the words: "And he drank of the 
wine and was drunk, and he was uncovered" (Beresheet 9:21). This 
aroused Cham, the father of Cnaan, BECAUSE OF WHOM THE 
POINT OF JUDGMENT, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF "nakedness OF 
HIS FATHER," BECAME UNCOVERED. And we have learned that 
Cnaan was given a place to rule. And he castrated NOACH, thereby 
removing the secret of the Covenant, which had made him a 
righteous man. As we have learned that he removed the covenant 
(the male organ) from him, MEANING THAT HE REMOVED THE 
MOCHIN OF BEGETTING, WHICH IS GIVEN ONLY BY THE POWER 
OF THE HOLY COVENANT. THIS REMOVAL IS CONSIDERED 
CASTRATION.
 

 

311. This is why NOACH said, "Cursed be Cnaan," because curses 
were initially brought upon the world by him. FOR HE IS THE 
SECRET OF THE SERPENT, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "A slave of slaves he 
shall be," and, also, "Cursed are you of all cattle" (Beresheet 3:14). 
Everything shall be corrected in the future except for CNAAN. All 
THE SLAVES EXCEPT CNAAN shall be freed from their slavery. And 
this is the secret known to those who are familiar with the ways and 
the paths of the Torah.
 

 

 
 
39. Bat-Sheva and Uriyah 
Through a story pertaining to King David and Bat-sheva, the Zohar reveals that a person's negative action brings about the creation of an actual negative entity. 
These negative influences are not presented as metaphors. They are actual forces that directly affect the activities of mankind, individually and collectively. They 
are as real as an unseen atom, and as influential in our lives as the invisible force of gravity. The Kabbalists reject entirely the concept of a Creator who 
administers punishments and rewards. By way of illustration, electrical energy benefits our society in countless ways. If a person inadvertently placed his finger 
in a light socket and was electrocuted, it would be senseless to suggest that the electricity punished the individual. The Zohar is offering us a lesson on 
accountability. This, along with repentance, is the only way we can eradicate all negative forces.
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312. He opened the discussion by quoting: "For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me always" (Tehilim 51:5). 
People should be staunchly on guard against sinning before the 
Holy One, blessed be He, because after a person has sinned, his sin 
is recorded in the upper world and may only be blotted out through 
the power of great repentance. This is as it is written: "For though 
you wash yourself with nitre, and take yourself much soap, yet your 
iniquity has become a stain before me" (Yirmeyah 2:22).
 

 

313. Come and behold: The first time a person sins before the Holy 
One, blessed be He, he leaves a stain. If he sins a second time, the 
stain is darkened. If he sins a third time, the stain spreads to all 
sides. This is suggested by the words: "your iniquity has become a 
stain before me" (Yirmeyah 2:22).
 

 

314. Come and behold: When King David sinned with Bat-Sheva 
before the Holy One, blessed be He, King David thought that the 
stain of this sin would last forever. But what is written? "Hashem 
also has put away your sin, you shall not die" (II Shmuel 12:13), 
MEANING that the stain was blotted out.
 

 

315. Rabbi Aba then asked him: If Bat-Sheva belonged to King David 
from the day the world was created, why did the Holy One, blessed 
be He, give her first to Uriyah the Chitite?
 

 

316. Rabbi Shimon told him that these are the ways of the Holy One, 
blessed be He. Although a woman may be destined to become a 
certain man's wife, another man may marry her first. But as soon as 
the time has come for the destined man to marry her, the latter is 
removed from this world, because of the other that comes after him. 
And it is very hard and painful for the Holy One, blessed be He, to 
remove that person from the world before his time has come.
 

 

317. The secret of why Bat-Sheva was given first to Uriyah the Chitite 
lies in the answer to the question of why the Holy Land was given 
first to Cnaan, before the nation of Yisrael existed. From this, you 
shall understand WHY BAT-SHEVA WAS GIVEN FIRST TO URIYAH. 
Both questions are connected to one secret and one matter.
 

 

318. Come and behold: Even though David confessed his sins and 
repented, he was not able to completely forget and extirpate them 
from his heart, especially the sin related to Bat-Sheva. Because he 
always feared that one of his sins might reappear and persecute him 
in time of danger, he never forgot them or blotted them out of his 
memory. HE SAID, "FOR I KNOW MY TRANSGRESSION, AND MY 
SIN IS BEFORE ME ALWAYS."
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319. Another interpretation of the verse, "For I know my 
transgression" is, 'I am familiar with all the levels connected to the 
sins of humankind.' IN OTHER WORDS, HE HAD ALREADY 
CORRECTED THEM. On the other hand, "my sin is before me 
always" refers to the defect of the moon, WHICH HE DID NOT 
CORRECT. The moon's defect was not corrected until Solomon 
appeared. AT THAT POINT, IT SHONE FLAWLESS AND FULL. Then, 
the world was joyful (lit. 'perfumed') and Yisrael dwelled in security. 
As it is written: "And Yehuda and Yisrael dwelled safely, every man 
under his vine and under his fig tree" (I Melachim 5:5). "My sin is 
before me always" SIGNIFIES THAT EVEN IN THE DAYS OF KING 
SOLOMON, THE MOON'S DEFECT WAS NOT COMPLETELY 
CORRECTED. FOR THE HOLY TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED TWICE, 
AND THE MOON, WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, RETURNED 
TO ITS UNCORRECTED STATE. THIS DEFECT shall not be removed 
from the world until the King Mashiach appears, as is described in 
the verse: "And the spirit of uncleanliness I will cause to pass out 
from the earth" (Zecharyah 13:2).
 

 

 
 
40. "He was a mighty hunter" 
According to the Zohar, Nimrod used the clothes of Adam to gain strength. Clothes is a code word that alludes to the physicality that conceals the Light, as 
garments conceal the body. Nimrod, we are told, connected only to the material world, without any regard or consideration for the spiritual essence of reality. 
This is considered to be a form of idol worshipping. It is falling under the delusion and control of the physical world. 
A deeper awareness for the spiritual essence of life is awakened within us by these passages, so that we are not controlled by illusion.

320. "He was a mighty hunter before Hashem; therefore, it is said, 
'even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before Hashem'" (Beresheet 
10:9). Come and behold: Nimrod was a brave man, who wore the 
garments of Adam and knew how to hunt. ALL LIVING BEINGS 
SURRENDERED TO HIM BECAUSE OF THOSE GARMENTS, THOSE 
"COATS OF SKIN," AS THE VERSE READS: "TO ADAM ALSO AND 
TO HIS WIFE DID HASHEM ELOHIM MAKE COATS OF SKIN, AND 
CLOTHED THEM" (Beresheet 3:21).
 

 

321. Rabbi Elazar said that Nimrod used to entice people into idol 
worshipping. He used the power of those garments to rule all other 
human beings. He proclaimed himself Elohim, the Ruler of the 
World, so all other human beings had to serve him. But why was he 
called Nimrod? Because he rebelled (Heb. marad) against the High 
King of above, against the power of THE SUPERNAL HOLY ONE, and 
also against the lower forces, THE HUMAN BEINGS OF THIS WORLD.
 

 

322. By the power of these garments, he was able to rule over all 
Mankind. He rebelled against THEM AND his Master by saying that 
he was the ruler of the world, THAT IS, HE DECLARED HIMSELF 
ELOHIM. He seduced people into following him, leaving the service 
of the Almighty, and serving him instead. Rabbi Shimon said that our 
friends knew a great secret about these garments.
 

 

 
 
41. "And the house in its being built" 
If we make a complete connection to the Light of God, we need only begin a new endeavor and the Light finishes the work on our behalf. This unusual concept is 
further understood through the example of planting a seed. Once the seed is planted, the forces of nature take over, eventually giving birth to a full grown tree. 
When our connections to the Light are secure and complete, we can plant seeds of positive energy in all areas of our lives. We gain this ability through the 
metaphysical powers that are emitted through the medium of the letters.
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323. "And the whole earth was of one language and of one 
speech" (Beresheet 11:1). Rabbi Shimon began by quoting: "And the 
house in its being built, was built of stone made ready before it was 
brought there: so that there was neither hammer nor ax nor any tool 
of iron heard in the house in its being built" (I Melachim 6:7). HE 
ASKED IF THE WORDS, "And the house in its being built," MEAN 
THAT THE HOUSE BUILT ITSELF. Could it be that Solomon and all 
his artisans did not build it? Why does it read, "in its being built?"
 

 

324. We read: "And you shall make a candelabra. In one piece of 
pure gold shall the candelabra be made" (Shemot 25:31). Now a 
candelabra is to be made of beaten work, MEANING IF THE 
ARTISANS ARE TO BEAT THE BAR OF METAL WITH A 
SLEDGEHAMMER, why does the verse continue, "shall the 
candelabra be made?" THAT IS TO SAY, SHALL IT BE MADE BY 
ITSELF! But, of course, IN THE HOLY TEMPLE everything happened, 
and all objects made themselves, by miracles and signs. As soon as 
the artisans began to work, the art crafted itself, showing them how 
to work in ways they had not known before THEY STARTED.
 

 

325. Why was that so? Because the blessings of the Holy One, 
blessed be He, were upon their hands. Therefore, it says, "in its 
being built," to indicate that it was built by itself. The building taught 
the artisans how to start their work by guiding their hands with 
signs. The artisans did not turn their eyes away from the vision of 
the form until the house was completely built.
 

 

326. The words "ready-made (Heb. Shlema; lit. 'whole') stone before 
it was brought there (Heb., masa; lit. 'travel');" shlema is spelled 
without a Yud. As a result, it can be also pronounced Solomon, and 
not just Shlema. THAT MEANS THAT THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, 
CALLED THE STONE OF THE KING OF PEACE (HEB. SHALOM). 
SOLOMON LITERALLY MEANS 'HIS PEACE.' Now the word masa 
indicates that A WHOLE STONE, THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, 
TRAVELED FROM ABOVE AND came to dwell upon them and 
accomplish the work. ANOTHER INTERPRETATION IS THAT THE 
STONE made the hands "travel" or work involuntarily. For here, it is 
written: masa, just as it appears in the verse, "and for the journeying 
(masa) of the camps" (Bemidbar 10:2), BECAUSE THE WORD IN THE 
LATTER VERSE REFERS TO AN ACTION, WE MAY CONCLUDE 
THAT IN THE FIRST ONE IT ALSO DESCRIBES AN ACTION.
 

 

327. "There was neither hammer nor ax nor any tool of iron heard in 
the house," because a CERTAIN WORM CALLED shamir (LIT. 
'EMERY') split everything noiselessly, and thus, they did not require 
other tools. Everything occurred by a miracle.
 

 

328. How pleasant it is to hear the words of the Torah; how good is 
the lot of he who delves in them and knows how to walk the Path of 
Truth, said Rabbi Shimon. So, "the house in its being built" MEANS 
THAT the desire of the Holy One, blessed be He, to be glorified arose 
from within the Thought and spread forth. IN OTHER WORDS, 
BINAH, WHICH IS CALLED 'DESIRE,' CAME FROM THE HEAD OF 
ARICH ANPIN, WHICH IS CALLED 'THE THOUGHT,' and spread forth 
from the place that is called 'the Concealed Thought.' THAT IS, IT 
SPREAD FORTH FROM THE 'CONCEALED CHOCHMAH' OF ARICH 
ANPIN, which is a mystery. BECAUSE THE CHOCHMAH OF ARICH 
ANPIN IS CONCEALED AND UNREVEALED TO THE LEVELS OF 
ATZILUT UNTIL EVERYTHING IS CORRECTED. THIS BINAH THAT 
CAME FROM THE HEAD OF ARICH ANPIN IS USED FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF BRINGING FORTH CHOCHMAH, AND NOT THE 
CONCEALED CHOCHMAH, OF ARICH ANPIN.
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329. BINAH spread forth until it lodged inside the 'throat' OF ARICH 
ANPIN, from where it constantly flows by the secret of the 'Spirit of 
Life.' Afterward, when the Thought, CHOCHMAH OF ARICH ANPIN, 
had expanded and settled in that place, BINAH RETURNED AND 
RECEIVED THE UPPER THREE SFIROT FROM CHOCHMAH OF 
ARICH ANPIN AND ONCE AGAIN BECAME THE REPRESENTATION 
OF THOUGHT. Thus, the Thought is called the 'Living Elohim', as is 
written: "he is the living Elohim" (Yirmeyah 10:10).
  

330. THE EMANATOR wanted to continue expanding and revealing 
Himself, so He caused THE SECRET OF THE THREE COLUMNS, fire, 
wind, and water, to come forth. Thus, Ya'akov, the perfect man, WHO 
IS ZEIR ANPIN, came forth. And his was the one voice that came 
through and was heard. From this, we learn that the Thought that 
was secretly hidden--BINAH--was revealed and made audible BY 
YA'AKOV, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN.
  

331. This thought kept expanding so that it could be revealed, and 
this voice struck upon the lips and speech came out, completing and 
revealing everything. We learn from this that everything is the 
thought that was concealed internally, and therefore all are one.
 

 

332. Speech was an extension OF BINAH, MEANING THAT BINAH 
WAS DRAWN TO THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE by the power of the 
voice. THE VOICE IS ZEIR ANPIN, WHO RECEIVES FROM BINAH 
AND PASSES ON TO THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. The words, "And the 
house in its being built," REFER TO THE FACT THAT IT BUILT 
ITSELF BY SIGNS AND MIRACLES. The verse reads, "in its being 
built" and not "when it was built." IF THE PHRASE WAS MEANT TO 
INDICATE THAT THE HOUSE BUILT ITSELF, IT WOULD HAVE READ, 
'AND THE HOUSE WHEN IT WAS BUILT,' WHY DOES IT READ, "IN 
ITS BEING BUILT?" AND HE EXPLAINED THAT THIS IS TO TEACH 
US THAT it is so at all times. "Ready-made stone" is the "stone of 
Solomon." It is also written: "with the diadem with which his mother 
crowned him" (Shir Hashirim 3:11), REFERRING TO BINAH, WHICH 
IS CALLED IMA (MOTHER). THUS, WHEN THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE 
RECEIVES THESE DIADEMS, SHE IS CALLED THE "STONE OF 
SOLOMON."
 

 

333. "It was brought there," INDICATES THAT THE ILLUMINATION 
OF THE MOCHIN as it emerged from the internal aspect OF BINAH. 
THAT IS, ALL THE WORK WAS COMPLETED and came FROM 
BINAH. It then remained outside IN ZEIR ANPIN, emerging from the 
upper level-BINAH-and traveling down to THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. 
The "hammers and ax and all other tools of iron" are the lower levels 
that depend on THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. They were neither heard 
nor received by the internal aspect WHEN THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE 
ascended to unite with the it, ENCLOTHE ABA AND IMA, and suck 
from there. BECAUSE THEY USED THE SHAMIR INSTEAD OF 
OTHER TOOLS, THEY WERE NOT HEARD. This is why the verse 
uses the phrase "in its being built" TO INDICATE THAT IT WAS 
BUILT WITHOUT ANY OF THE HANDIWORK OF THE LOWER 
BEINGS.
 

 

334. When THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE nourishes itself FROM ABA 
AND IMA, all the worlds are happy, they nourish themselves FROM 
THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, and are filled with blessings. They are 
united by one secret, one unity, and there is no separation in the 
worlds. After all THE WORLDS, each and every one, have taken their 
share FROM THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, they expand and return to the 
purposes for which they were created.
 

 

 
 
42. "A city and a tower" 
Kabbalah differs from other spiritual teachings in that we are not called upon to separate ourselves from the physical world of chaos. Instead, we embrace chaos 
to eradicate our negative traits and to nurture transformation. Throughout history, this has been a difficult endeavor. The peoples of the past, such as the Tower 
of Babel generation, chose the easy path to spiritual Light, with dire consequences. We must be careful not to fall into that same trap. 
In the biblical story, a group of evil people seek to build a tower that will reach Heaven. They intend to challenge God and seek world domination. 
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The Zohar quotes the verse from the Torah: And they said, come, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach to heaven: and let us make ourselves a 
name. 
The Zohar reveals that the terms City and Tower allude to the highest levels of the dark spiritual forces. The word name refers to the Names of God, or the power 
of the Hebrew letters. It is the letters that will allow the evil ones to access negative spiritual forces. God then confuses their language, creating seventy other 
tongues so that the power of the Hebrew letters can never be used for destructive purposes. 
This section helps us to remain true to our spiritual path, and stops us from falling to the temptations of paths that always appear easier.

335. Come and behold: Observe WHAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN: "And 
the whole world was of one language and one speech" (Beresheet 
11:1). What is written next? "And it came to pass, as they journeyed 
from the east (also, 'yore')" (Beresheet 11:1). FOR THEY TRAVELED 
AWAY from the One who is 'before' all. IN OTHER WORDS, THEY 
DREW DOWN THE ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT, WHICH THE ONE 
WHO IS BEFORE ALL HAD FORBIDDEN THEM TO DO. THEREFORE, 
THE PASSAGE CONTINUES, "they found a plain in the land of 
Shinar" from where JUDGMENTS spread out in all directions. This is 
the beginning of Malchut's separation from THE HOLINESS. IT IS 
DESCRIBED BY THE PHRASE, "YOU ARE THIS HEAD OF 
GOLD" (DANIEL 2:38), BECAUSE "ELOHIM HAS MADE THE ONE AS 
WELL AS THE OTHER" (KOHELET 7:14). IN THE KLIPOT, THERE 
ARE ALSO FOUR ASPECTS: CHOCHMAH, BINAH TIFERET, AND 
MALCHUT. AND THE KLIPAH OF BABYLON IS CHOCHMAH OF THE 
KLIPAH. HENCE, IT IS THE HEAD OF ALL OF THE KLIPOT.
 

 

336. You might ask: Since it has already been written: "And a river 
went out of Eden to water the garden, and from hence it was 
parted" (Beresheet 2:10), how CAN WE SAY THAT THE PLAIN (LIT. 
'PARTITION') IN THE LAND OF SHINAR WAS THE BEGINNING OF 
THE SEPARATION? AND HE REPLIED: It is certain THAT THE 
SEPARATION STARTS AFTER OR BEYOND MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE GARDEN. When they journeyed 
from THE GARDEN, THEY FOUND THE PLAIN IN THE LAND OF 
SHINAR, and the separation was complete. If they gathered IN THE 
GARDEN to suck, BUT DO NOT DRAW THE ILLUMINATION OF THE 
LEFT, then there was no separation. THAT IS WHY THE VERSE 
STATES THAT FROM THE GARDEN "IT WAS PARTED." Only when 
they journeyed away FROM THE GARDEN did the separation occur, 
as it is written: "as they journeyed from the east," OR FROM THE 
GARDEN, they "found a plain," as previously explained. HAD THEY 
NOT LEFT THE GARDEN, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE FOUND A PLAIN 
IN THE LAND OF SHINAR AND THEY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
SEPARATED FROM HOLINESS. THIS IS WHY THE PLAIN IN THE 
LAND OF SHINAR IS CONSIDERED TO BE THE BEGINNING OF THE 
SEPARATION.
 

 

337. "And the whole world was of one language and one speech," 
because it had one basic and essential foundation, MERCY. All 
peoples had faith in the Holy One AND WOULD NOT SIN BEFORE 
HIM. But what does it say? It says, "And it came to pass, as they 
journeyed from the east" --MEANING THAT THEY "DRIFTED AWAY" 
from the First and Foremost of the world and from the universal 
faith, and "they found a plain." They did indeed find something, 
something that would cause them to leave the supernal faith, AS 
SHALL BE EXPLAINED.
 

 

338. Come and behold: What is said of Nimrod? It is said: "And the 
beginning of his Kingdom was Bavel (Babylon)" (Beresheet 10:10). 
For he drew POWER from Bavel (Babylon) that helped him to cling 
on to the dominion of the Other SIDE. IT ALSO READS, "they found a 
plain in the land of Shinar," MEANING they filled their hearts WITH 
DESIRE derived from Shinar, to leave the upper dominion and join a 
different power. For THE LAND OF SHINAR, WHICH IS BAVEL, IS 
THE HEAD AND ROOT OF SEVERENCE FROM THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE.
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339. "And they said, come, let us build us a city and a tower, whose 
top may reach to heaven; and let us make ourselves a name." Rabbi 
Chiya quoted the verse: "And the wicked are like the driven 
sea" (Yeshayah 75:20). HE ASKED: Is there a "driven sea?" AND HE 
REPLIED: Yes, indeed, because when the sea leaves the bed, in 
which it belongs and starts to sway uncontrollably, ATTEMPTING TO 
OVERCOME THE BOUNDARIES OF THE SAND THAT HOLDS IT IN 
PLACE AND POUR OVER THE LAND, it is driven from its place. It is 
like a drunkard who cannot sit steadily in his place and sways up 
and down. Why is that? Because "it cannot rest and its waters cast 
up mire and dirt" (Yeshayah 75:20), from its floor up to its shore.
 

 

340. Similarly, the wicked GENERATION OF THE TOWER OF BAVEL 
CALLED DOR HAPELAGA (LIT. 'THE GENERATION OF 
SEPARATION'), who left the right and proper way, AND THE FIRST 
AND FOREMOST OF THE WORLD, and were as directionless and 
purposeless as drunken men. THEY ATTACHED THEMSELVES TO 
BINAH OF THE KLIPAH, straying from the straight path and taking a 
crooked one. THE CROOKED PATH WAS THE PLAIN OF THE LAND 
OF SHINAR AND THE FLAW THAT THEY FOUND THERE. Why did 
this happen? Because "it cannot rest." The crookedness of their 
way, WHICH IS THE FLAW THAT THEY FOUND IN HER, caused them 
to be purposeless and restless, UNTIL THEY SAID, "LET US BUILD 
OURSELVES A CITY AND A TOWER..."--THAT IS THEY BUILT 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH OF THE KLIPOT.
 

 

341. Not only that, but they were full of anger when they uttered 
these words. THAT IS, WHEN THEY SAID, "LET US BUILD 
OURSELVES A CITY AND A TOWER," THEY INTENDED TO FULFILL 
THEIR LUST, SINCE A GLUTTON IS ALWAYS IRATE. Their words 
were "mire and dirt," AND THE VERSE DESCRIBES THEIR ACTION 
AS, "ITS WATERS CAST UP MIRE AND DIRT," WHICH IS A 
REFERENCE TO THE ASPECTS OF THE KLIPAH CALLED "MIRE 
AND DIRT." They brought up filth and abomination from their 
mouths. THEY BROUGHT ON THE DEFILEMENT OF THE SERPENT, 
WITH THE WORDS, "LET US BUILD OURSELVES...", until they were 
themselves defiled by the Serpent.
 

 

342. Come and behold: "And they said, come, let us build ourselves 
a city and a tower whose top may reach to heaven." The word 
"come" is an invitation. The words, "let us build ourselves a city and 
a tower whose top may reach to heaven," WERE UNACCOMPANIED 
BY ACTIONS. THE UTTERANCE OF THE WORDS ALONE CAUSED 
THE BUILDING OF THE CITY AND TOWER IN THE UPPER WORLDS. 
The people took bad advice, following the stupidity and vanity of 
their hearts, and going against the Holy One, blessed be He.
  

343. Rabbi Aba then said that they followed the stupidity of their 
hearts, but they used the Chochmah of the Klipah to leave the upper 
dominion OF HOLINESS and enter the dominion OF THE KLIPOT, 
exchanging His glory, blessed be He, with that of a strange El. In 
this, there is a secret of supreme wisdom.
 

 

344. "Let us build ourselves a city and a tower whose top may reach 
to heaven." Come and behold: When they reached the plain that was 
the foreign dominion, THE PLACE WHERE THE FLAW OF BINAH OF 
THE KLIPAH HAD SETTLED, it was revealed to them that the place 
was "stuck among the fishes of the sea." IN OTHER WORDS, THE 
COMPLETE VESSELS OF BINAH WERE REVEALED TO THEM, AND 
IT WAS PROPER FOR HUMAN DWELLING AND FOR THE 
RECEPTION OF CHOCHMAH. THE "SEA" REFERS TO CHOCHMAH, 
AND THE "FISHES OF THE SEA" ARE THE LEVELS OF CHOCHMAH. 
They said, "This is the place to settle and strengthen our hearts, and 
let the lower beings enjoy themselves, AND DRAW THE LIGHT 
DOWNWARD FROM THE 'PLACE' OF THE KLIPOT." Having found 
the place, they immediately said, "let us build us a city" and 
establish a city and a tower for ourselves.
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345. "And let us make us a name"-this place of Klipot shall be 
Elohim for us. REFERRING TO THE PLACE OF THE KLIPOT, and not 
any other. The words, "build a city and tower," indicate THAT THEY 
PLANNED TO DRAW DOWN THE LIGHT OF CHOCHMAH AND BINAH 
OF THE KLIPOT, WHICH ARE CALLED A CITY AND A TOWER. Why 
should we climb up AND DRAW THE LIGHT FROM HERE UPWARD, 
when we are unable to enjoy anything that is above. Here, we have 
found a vantage point from which TO DRAW LIGHT DOWNWARD. 
And we shall "make us a name," AN Elohim to worship here, "lest we 
be scattered abroad" to the other levels and to all FOUR corners of 
the world. 
Sitrei Torah - Concealed Torah
 

 

346. The builders of the city and the tower spoke only the holy 
language (Hebrew) known to the serving angels. That is why it is 
written: "and now nothing will be restrained from them..." (Beresheet 
11:6). Had they spoken a different language, one unknown to the 
supernal angels, they would not have succeeded. For the actions of 
demons do not last for long, only long enough for human beings to 
see and not longer.
 

 

347. "And of one speech," indicates that to varying degrees, they 
were familiar with the levels on high. They confused no level with 
another. It says, "and of one speech," BECAUSE THE LEVELS WERE 
AS CLEAR TO THEM AS "ONE SPEECH." THEY HAD NO PROBLEM 
IN KNOWING THEM. But they took bad advice, the advice of 
Chochmah. Therefore, it is written: "come, let us build a city and a 
tower," REFERRING TO THE CHOCHMAH OF THE KLIPAH.
 

 

348. All was according to the secret of wisdom. They planned to 
strengthen the power of the Other Side in the world and worship it 
because they knew that all evil Judgment descends from there to the 
worlds. In so doing, they hoped to drive away the level of Holiness.
 

 

349. "A city and a tower" relates to the supernal Chochmah. They 
knew that the Holy Name, MALCHUT, is only strengthened on earth 
by a city and a tower. A city is required, as it says: "the city of David 
which is Tzion" (I Melachim 8:1), and a tower, as it says: "Your neck 
is like the tower of David" (Shir Hashirim 4:4). THAT IS, THE HOLY 
NAME, WHICH IS MALCHUT OF DAVID, IS ALSO CALLED A CITY 
AND A TOWER. THESE NAMES SUGGEST MALCHUT DRAWING 
DOWN THE CHOCHMAH. They also acted upon the wisdom OF THE 
OTHER SIDE, in order to establish its dominion on earth. THE 
OTHER SIDE IS THE OPPOSING POWER OF MALCHUT. They wanted 
it to drive MALCHUT--CALLED the 'Master of the Entire World'--from 
Its place.
  

350. "And let us make us a name" like that of the other, HOLY SIDE 
in the upper worlds. We will strengthen it, so that it will stay with us 
and we will have a name in the land. AS THE HOLY SIDE SHINES 
FROM BELOW UPWARD, WE WILL DRAW THE LIGHT FROM ABOVE 
DOWN TO EARTH. "Lest we be scattered abroad" : they knew that 
they were about to be scattered all over the face of the earth, and 
therefore joined together to accomplish their goal and build THE 
CITY AND THE TOWER with Chochmah.
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351. The Other Side includes male and female, and they are the 
strength of the filth of harsh Judgment. When Adam sinned BY 
EATING OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, THE MALE AND FEMALE 
OF THE OTHER SIDE WERE STRENGTHENED IN THE WORLD. Adam 
and Eve did, in fact, cause THE OTHER SIDE to be strengthened. As 
it is written: "which the children of man built," referring to Adam's 
children, who brought the dominion of the Other Side, which is the 
Side of Evil, upon the world. Like the Holy Side, the Other Side has 
no power to rule in the world without a city and a tower. Therefore, 
they built a city and a tower to give it dominion in this world.
 

 

352. "And Hashem came down to see" (Beresheet 11:5). The Holy 
Name came down to observe their deeds, the building they built, and 
how they spoke the Holy Language and successfully communicated 
and adjured with all the holy levels. When the Holiness came down, 
the levels became confused, the upper ones descending and the 
lower ones rising. Because the levels were no longer properly placed 
AND BECAUSE THEIR NAMES HAD BEEN CHANGED, THEY COULD 
NO LONGER COMMAND THEM. He confused their language, dividing 
it into 70 languages, and scattered them to all FOUR corners of the 
world.
 

 

353. There is one governor in heaven who holds all the keys to the 
happenings of the world. He stands waiting FOR THOSE WHO SEEK 
HIM, but he is only available at certain known hours and times of the 
day. They were familiar with the secret of the Wisdom and they knew 
all the secrets of this governor. They used utterances to open and 
close THE GATES OF THE HIDDEN MYSTERIES. USING WORDS, 
THEY COMMANDED THIS SUPERNAL GOVERNOR, THE GREATEST 
GOVERNOR AND THE LEADER OF THE WORLD, IN BUILDING THE 
CITY AND THE TOWER. When their language became confused, 
everything became impossible, THEY WERE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
BIND THIS GOVERNOR WITH OATHS.
 

 

354. In that plain, they found ready a place for strengthening the Evil 
side, but were still unable to fortify it. So, the power of the Other Side 
remained latent in that plain until the armies and camps of those 
who built the city and the tower, NAMELY THE SONS OF EFRAIM, 
traveled and reached it. AS HE CONCLUDES, there they came under 
the influence of that Side and were killed.
 

 

355. Those who did not wish to leave under the influence of the End 
of the Right, THE SONS OF EFRAIM WHO LEFT EGYPT BEFORE 
THE END OF THE TIME OF EXILE, panicked. They fell under the 
influence of the End of Days, on this plain, the strength of which had 
been weakened AT THE TIME OF THE GENERATION OF THE TOWER 
OF BAVEL (BABYLON). NOW, BECAUSE OF THEIR MISDOINGS, 
THE OTHER SIDE RETURNED TO POWER AND KILLED THEM ALL. 
This is why the verse says: "the valley which was full of 
bones" (Yechezkel 37:1).
 

 

356. THE OTHER SIDE was strengthened by the idol that 
Nevuchadnetzar built, and then it was weakened by the bones OF 
THE SONS OF EFRAIM, WHICH YECHEZKEL BROUGHT BACK TO 
LIFE. Therefore, the idol THAT NEVUCHADNETZAR ESTABLISHED 
was shattered by the image, DRAWN FROM THE HOLY SIDE, of the 
forefathers who were brought back to life and rose and stood on 
their feet.
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357. Then all the peoples of the world realized that there is no 
Supreme Deity besides the Holy One, blessed be He. Not only that, 
but His Name was sanctified by Chananya, Mishael, and Azarya, 
BECAUSE OF WHOM THE POWER OF THE OTHER SIDE WAS 
BROKEN. And all THESE EVENTS occurred in one day. Therefore it 
says: "they shall sanctify My name, and sanctify the Holy One of 
Ya'akov" (Yeshayah 29:24). BECAUSE THESE THREE EVENTS-THE 
RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD THAT YECHEZKEL PERFORMED, 
THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE HOLY NAME BY CHANNANYA, 
MISHAEL, AND AZARYA, AND THE SHATTERING OF THE IDOL OF 
NEVUCHADNETZAR-ALL OCCURRED IN ONE SINGLE DAY, (AS IT 
SAYS IN SANHEDRIN 92B), SIX MIRACLES OCCURRED IN THAT 
ONE DAY. 
(End of Sitrei Torah)
 

 

358. "And Hashem came down to see the city and the tower." This 
was one of the ten times that the Shechinah came down to earth. HE 
ASKED: What did He see that He did not know beforehand? AND HE 
ANSWERED: To see means to observe with Judgment. As it is 
written: " May Hashem see and judge" (Shemot 5:21).
 

 

359. "The city and the tower:" We should note what is written here, 
because it does not say 'to see the people,' but rather, "to see the 
city and the tower." Why? Because when the Holy One, blessed be 
He, observes in order to make His Judgment, He first observes the 
upper levels, WHICH ARE THE ROOTS, and then the lower ones, 
WHICH ARE THE BRANCHES. The matter OF THE CITY AND TOWER 
reached high above TO THE WORLDS ABOVE and therefore the 
observance was first on high. As it is written: "to see the city and the 
tower," INDICATES THE CITY AND TOWER OF THE WORLDS 
ABOVE.
 

 

360. "Which the children of Man (Adam) built." HE ASKED: Why does 
it say the "children of Adam?" AND HE ANSWERED THAT THE 
VERSE IMPLIES THAT THEY ARE the sons of Adam, who rebelled 
against His Master and brought death upon the world. THAT IS, 
THEY FOLLOWED IN HIS FOOTSTEPS. The words, "which the 
children of Adam (Man) built," indicate that they actually built it. 
EVEN THOUGH THEIR WORDS, "GO, LET US BUILD 
OURSELVES . . ." WERE MERE WORDS, as soon as they uttered 
them, they caused it to be built in the upper worlds. THEY SAID 
OATHS WITH THEIR MOUTH AND WITH THEM THE CITY AND 
TOWER WERE BUILT.
 

 

 
 
43. "The gate of the inner court" 
As the spiritual energy center of the earth, Israel cannot be overtaken by any negative forces. Though evil nations throughout history have conquered Israel, they 
eventually lost all their power after occupying the land. When we attach ourselves to Israel's power through these words, we receive the supernal Light of 
protection.

361. Rabbi Shimon started by quoting: "Thus says the Hashem 
Elohim. The gate of the inner courtyard that faces the east shall be 
shut the six days of work; but on the Shabbat day it shall be opened, 
and on the day of the new moon it shall be opened" (Yechezkel 46:1). 
He said that we should closely examine this verse, because there is 
a secret here. It says, "shall be shut the six days of work;" but why 
SHOULD IT BE SHUT?
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362. Because the six days are the secular days, and the gate should 
be shut so that the secular does not make use of the sacred. "But on 
the Shabbat day it shall be opened, and on the day of the new moon 
it shall be opened," because at those times, the sacred makes use of 
the sacred, and the moon, WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE, 
shines in order to unite with the sun, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

363. Come and behold: This gate is not opened during the six 
secular days because during these days, the lower world, WHERE 
THE KLIPOT AND THE EXTERNAL POWERS RESIDE AND PREVAIL, 
is nourished. These secular days, WHICH ARE THE OTHER SIDE, 
rule over all the world except the Land of Yisrael.
 

 

364. And these SECULAR DAYS that rule OUTSIDE OF YISRAEL 
have no rule over the Holy Land, because of the closed gate. But on 
Shabbat and the New Moon, THE KLIPOT are removed FROM THIS 
WORLD and do not rule it. When the gate is opened, the world is 
happy and receives nourishment from it, and the world is not under 
the influence of the Other Side.
 

 

365. If you claim that these six days can rule alone, come and 
behold: the words, "that which faces the east (lit. 'before')" REFER 
TO THE GATE THAT FACES (STANDS BEFORE) BEFORE the time 
when THE KLIPOT took over. It used to perpetually look at the world, 
EVEN DURING THE SIX DAYS OF THE WEEK. But now THE GATE is 
only open to allow for the world's nourishment from Holiness on 
Shabbat and the New Moon. THEREFORE, all the days, NAMELY ALL 
THE SIX DAYS OF WORK, cling onto the day of Shabbat and are 
replenished by it. On that day, all the gates are opened and all, the 
upper and the lower beings, are pleased. THE SIX DAYS WOULD 
NOT BE ABLE TO SHINE IF THEY WERE NOT ATTACHED TO THE 
DAY OF SHABBAT, BECAUSE THEY WOULD BE MALNOURISHED. 
Come and behold: "And Hashem came down to see." He came down 
from the Holy to the secular to see what they had built, TO SEE THE 
CITY AND THE TOWER, WHICH ARE CHOCHMAH AND BINAH OF 
THE KLIPAH, THAT THEY HAD ERECTED for the world to worship.
 

 

366. Rabbi Yitzchak was sitting in front of Rabbi Shimon, and asked 
him: What did these people see that caused them to do such a 
foolish thing as to unite to rebel against the Holy One, blessed be 
He? Rabbi Shimon answered that we have already learned from the 
words, "and it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east," that 
they traveled from above downward, from the Land of Yisrael, and 
went down into Bavel (Babylon). There they said, "This is the place 
in which to settle."
 

 

367. "And let us make ourselves a name..." And the help from below 
shall be connected to this place, OUTSIDE OF THE LAND OF 
YISRAEL. For when Judgment comes to abide in the world, this 
place will be in opposition to it. From this place, the world will gain 
its sustenance and joy, because from above, FROM THE LIGHTS 
THAT ARE DRAWN FROM BELOW UPWARD, the world has scarce 
nourishment. And not only that, but we shall ascend and rise up to 
the heavens and declare war on Him, so that He shall not bring a 
Great Flood on earth as He did before.
 

 

 
 
44. "And Hashem said, Behold: They are one people" 
The biblical story of the Tower of Babel holds within it secrets concerning the power of unity. After the great Flood, the people of the world spoke a single 
language, which was Hebrew. A group of people living in the city of Babylon were using mystical black arts in an attempt to control and dominate the world. 
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These black arts were empowered by spiritual forces transmitted via the Hebrew letters. The Zohar states that even the Creator could not stop these evil 
magicians as long as they were unified by speaking the same language. The Creator therefore caused a fragmenting of their language, severing their lines of 
communication, and this shattered their unity. Unified evil will always have the capability to defeat and conquer good if disunity exists among the righteous. The 
only way to defeat unified evil is through total unity among the good. This portion of the Zohar helps inspire us to seek unity in all our relationships. We begin to 
recognize that the cause of any disunity is our own ego

368. "And Hashem said, Behold: They are one people, and they have 
all one language" (Beresheet 11:6). Because their unity had enabled 
them to succeed, all the levels and all the nations below, THE 
BRANCHES OF THOSE LEVELS, were scattered. And what is 
written? "So Hashem scattered them abroad from there" (Beresheet 
11:6). THIS MEANS THAT THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, 
PASSED JUDGMENT AND BROUGHT JUDGMENT UPON THE 
UPPER ROOTS, BECAUSE THE BRANCHES ARE AFFECTED BY 
THEIR ROOTS.
 

 

369. And if you ask: Then why was their language confounded? The 
answer is, because they all spoke the holy language, they were able 
TO COMMAND THE SUPERNAL ENTITIES WITH OATHS. Achieving 
the right intention of the heart depends on actions and words. By 
THE POWER OF THEIR INTENTIONS, they strengthened and aided 
the establishment of the place.
 

 

370. For that reason, their language was confounded, and they were 
no longer able to strengthen their intentions using the Holy 
Language. The supernal powers and entities know only the Holy 
Language, AND when their language was confounded, their 
strength flagged and their power was broken. THE CONFUSION OF 
THEIR LANGUAGE weakened their strength BELOW AND BROKE 
THEIR CONCENTRATION. THUS, their power was broken ABOVE.
 

 

371. Come and behold: The ability of the lower beings to BIND BY 
OATH and words of the Holy Language is known and accepted by 
all the Hosts of Heaven. They are strengthened by AND RECEIVE 
EXTRA POWER from it. They neither understand nor accept any 
language other than the Holy Language. Because the language of 
the people was confounded, "they ceased to build the city." Their 
power was broken and they could do nothing more with their 
intentions.
 

 

372. "Blessed be the name of the Holy One, blessed be He, from 
everlasting to everlasting; for wisdom and might are His" (Daniel 
2:20). Because the Holy One, blessed be He, brought the secrets of 
supernal wisdom down to earth, the people became corrupt and 
wanted to provoke Him.
 

 

373. He passed the supernal Wisdom onto Adam, and through this 
wisdom, Adam knew the upper entities. Adam stuck to the evil 
inclination until the sources of Knowledge left him. Then he 
returned to his Master and part of this wisdom came back to him, 
but not as it had been before. And after that, through the book THE 
ANGEL RAZIEL GAVE HIM, he was able to achieve wisdom again. 
Later, the people sinned, BY MISUSING THIS WISDOM before THE 
HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE.
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374. Adam passed this wisdom to Noach, who used it to serve the 
Holy One, blessed be He. But what is written next? "And he drank of 
the wine and was drunken, and he was uncovered." He then passed 
it onto Avraham, who also used it to serve the Holy One, blessed be 
He. But then Yishmael, who was descended from him, angered the 
Holy One, blessed be He. From Yitzchak, came Esav. Ya'akov 
married two sisters.
 

 

375. He passed the wisdom to Moshe, of whom it was said: "He is 
trusted in all my house" (Bemidbar 12:17). There was no one like 
Moshe, who was faithful in all of the levels and whose heart was 
seduced by none, and who stood firmly in his supernal faith.
 

 

376. He passed the supernal wisdom on to King Solomon. And what 
is written about Solomon? "The man spoke to Itiel, even to Itiel and I 
will be able" (Mishlei 30:1). King Solomon said: "Itiel," meaning El, 
is with me (Heb. iti), and since wisdom belongs to Him, I shall 
succeed and be able to do what I want without fail. THAT IS, EVEN 
THOUGH THE TORAH SAYS THAT A KING SHOULD NOT TAKE 
MANY WIVES SO THAT HIS HEART WILL NOT BE SEDUCED, KING 
SOLOMON SAID: 'I SHALL MARRY MANY WOMEN AND MY HEART 
WILL NOT BE SEDUCED. FOR ITI-EL, EL IS WITH ME, AND HAS 
GIVEN ME HIS WISDOM.' BUT after that, IT IS WRITTEN: "Hashem 
raised up an adversary (the Satan) for Solomon" (I Melachim 11:14), 
ALLUDING TO THE FACT THAT IN HIS OLD AGE, HIS WIVES DID 
SEDUCE HIS HEART AND HE WAS PUNISHED.
 

 

377. Come and behold: Because of part of the wisdom that the 
generation of the Tower of Bavel (Babylon) received from their 
forefathers, they provoked the Holy One, blessed be He, and built 
the tower. They persisted until they were scattered all over the face 
of the earth, lost all their wisdom, and could accomplish nothing.
 

 

378. But in the future, the Holy One, blessed be He, shall arouse this 
wisdom in the world and all shall serve Him with it. As it is written: 
"And I will set my spirit within you, and cause you..." (Yechezkel 
36:27). I will not cause you as I caused the first ones to corrupt the 
world by using it, BUT I WILL "cause you to walk in my statutes, and 
you shall keep my ordinances and do them."
 

 

379. Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Chiya were walking together. Rabbi Yosi 
addressed Rabbi Chiya, saying: Let us discuss Torah. So Rabbi 
Yosi began by quoting: "For Hashem your Elohim walks in the midst 
of your camp, to deliver you, and to give you your enemies before 
you; therefore your camp shall be Holy, that He does not see an 
unseemly thing in you and turn away from you" (Devarim 23:15). SO 
HE ASKED: Why does it say, "For Hashem your Elohim walks," 
using the word mit'halech and not the term mehalech? AND HE 
REPLIED THAT this is similar to "walking (Heb. mit'halech) in the 
garden in the breeze of the day" (Beresheet 3:8). This HAS BEEN 
SAID of the Tree OF KNOWLEDGE from which Adam ate, which is 
THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. So the word mit'halech refers to the 
Female Principle, while mehalech refers to the male aspect.
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380. And it was He, THE NUKVA PRINCIPLE, who went in front of 
the sons of Yisrael as they walked in the desert, as it is written: 
"And Hashem went before them by day" (Shemot 13:21). THE 
PHRASE "AND HASHEM" REFERS TO HIM AND HIS HOUSE OF 
JUDGMENT, WHICH IS THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. AND THE SAME 
THING APPLIES TO he who walks in front of another person, while 
going on his way. Because the verse reads, "Righteousness shall 
go before him, and walk in the way of his steps" (Tehilim 85:14), 
RIGHTEOUSNESS REFERS TO THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE. And it is 
that which walks in front of a person, when he is worthy of it. But 
why DOES HE WALK IN FRONT? As it is written: "to deliver you and 
to give you your enemies before you" (Devarim 23:15), or to guard a 
person while he is walking on his way and save him from being 
overcome by the Other Side.
 

 

381. That is why a person should be careful, guard himself from his 
own sins, and purify himself. SO HE ASKED: What is it to purify? 
AND HE REPLIED THAT as it is written: "therefore your camp shall 
be holy." Why does it say holy in the singular when it should have 
said holy in the plural? Because "your camp shall be holy" implies 
the members from which the body is assembled and completed. So 
it says OF THE BODY, "your camp shall be holy, that He does not 
see an unseemly thing in you."
 

 

382. AND HE ASKED: What is the meaning of "unseemly thing"? 
AND HE REPLIED: it means incest, which is the thing that the Holy 
One, blessed be He, despises most of all. AND HE ASKED why the 
verse reads, "that He does not see an unseemly thing" (using the 
unnecessary word davar [lit. 'thing'])? AND HE ANSWERS THAT this 
refers to wicked people in the world, who defile and befoul 
themselves with the things they say BY CURSING AND USING FOUL 
LANGUAGE. This is the meaning of "unseemly thing." NOW THE 
ZOHAR HAS COMPLETED THE EXPLANATION OF THE WORD 
'PURIFY,' ABOUT WHICH IT HAD PREVIOUSLY ASKED. 'PURIFY' 
INDICATES THAT A PERSON SHOULD GUARD AGAINST BEING 
EXPOSED TO INDECENCY AND SHOULD GUARD HIS MOUTH 
FROM SAYING FOUL THINGS.
 

 

383. SO HE ASKED: Why is the Torah so strict about this matter? 
AND HE ANSWERED, because He, THE SHECHINAH, walks in front 
of you. And if you say foul things, then, it will "turn away from (lit. 
'behind') you." That is, He will no longer walk along side you, but go 
behind your back. AND RABBI YOSI CONCLUDED THAT As for us, 
we go on our way walking before Him, BEFORE THE SHECHINAH. 
We should delve into the Torah, because the person WHO 
OCCUPIES HIMSELF WITH IT is crowned and perpetually 
accompanied by the Shechinah.
 

 

384. Rabbi Chiya then quoted: "And Hashem said, Behold: They are 
one people, and they have all one language..." Come and behold: 
What is written? It says, "And it came to pass, as they journeyed 
from the east (also, 'yore')" But what is the meaning of 'yore'? It 
refers to the First and Foremost of the Universe. SO HE ASKS: WHY 
DOES IT SAY, "And they found," WHEN IT SHOULD HAVE SAID, 
'And they saw?' What did they find? AND HE ANSWERED: They 
found part of the secrets of Wisdom of their forefathers, THE 
GENERATION OF THE FLOOD, which was shaken off at SHINAR 
(LIT. 'THE PLACE OF SHAKING OFF'). And with the wisdom that 
they found, they strove to rebel against the Holy One, blessed be 
He. They uttered OATHS TO BIND THE UPPER MINISTERS and TO 
BUILD THE CITY AND THE TOWER.
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385. Come and Behold: It is written that "they are one people and 
they have all one language." Because they are of one heart and one 
desire to speak the Holy Language, THEREFORE, "now nothing 
which they have planned to do will be withheld from them." Nobody 
could prevent their acts, BUT THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, 
SAID, 'What shall I do? I shall confound the celestial entities above 
and their language below, and then their work will be restrained.'
 

 

386. And if they, because they were of one heart and one desire, all 
spoke the Holy Language, it is written: "nothing that they have 
planned to do, will be withheld from them," and they will not be 
subject to the supernal Judgment. For us, and the friends who 
occupy themselves with the Torah and are of one heart and one 
desire, this will be all the more true, for NOTHING THAT WE WANT 
TO DO WILL BE WITHHELD FROM US
 

 

387. Rabbi Yosi said that from this we learn that people who are 
quarrelsome do not survive. As long as people are of one heart and 
one desire, even though they might rebel against the Holy One, 
blessed be He, the supernal Judgment is powerless against them. 
As soon as THE GENERATION OF THE TOWER differed with each 
other, Hashem "scattered them abroad from there..." SO WE LEARN 
THAT QUARRELSOME PEOPLE DO NOT SURVIVE LONG.
 

 

388. Rabbi Chiya then concluded that everything therefore depends 
upon the utterings of the mouth. As soon as THEIR LANGUAGE was 
confounded, "Hashem scattered them abroad..." But what does it 
say of the future? It says: "For then I will direct the peoples [to use] 
a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of Hashem, to 
serve him with one consent," (Tzefanyah 3:9) and, also, "and 
Hashem shall be King over all the earth; in that day shall Hashem be 
one, and His name one" (Zecharyah 14:9). Blessed be Hashem 
forever. Amen and Amen!
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