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1. The Lily

The secret of spiritual protection is revealed through a richly metaphorical discourse given by Rabbi Chizkiyah. The Rabbi explains that the spiritual forces that
protect and watch over us are called the 13 Attributes of Mercy. They are transmitted into our physical world through the first 13 words of the Torah. When
judgments are decreed against us, these 13 forces can safeguard us from their influence. We begin drawing this Light of protection to ourselves at the very
moment we begin to browse and behold the mystical shapes and sequences of the Aramaic text, and to learn the spiritual insights presented there.

1. Rabbi Chizkiyah opened the discussion with the verse, "As the lily
amongst the thorns" (Shir Hashirim 2:2). HE ASKS: What is the lily? AND
HE REPLIES: It is the Community of Yisrael (Israel), WHICH IS
MALCHUT. Because there is a lily; and there is a lily. Just as the lily
among the thorns is tinged with red and white, so is the Community of
Yisrael affected by the qualities of judgment and mercy. Just as the lily
has thirteen petals, so the Community of Yisrael is surrounded by the
thirteen attributes of Mercy. Thus, between the first mention of the name
Elohim, WHICH APPEARS IN THE PASSAGE, "IN THE BEGINNING
ELOHIM CREATED" (BERESHEET 1:1) TO THE SECOND MENTION
OF ELOHIM, THERE ARE THIRTEEN WORDS IN THE VERSE, WHICH
TRANSLATE AS "THE, HEAVEN, AND THE, EARTH, AND THE EARTH,
WAS, WITHOUT FORM, AND VOID, AND DARKNESS, WAS UPON,
THE FACE, OF THE DEEP, AND THE SPIRIT" (IBID. 2). These words
surround and guard the Community of Yisrael.

2. After this, THE NAME ELOHIM is mentioned another time in the
passage "ELOHIM MOVED UPON" (BERESHEET 1:2). And why is it
mentioned again? In order to bring out the five rigid leaves that surround
the lily. And these five LEAVES represent the five gates of salvation. And
this secret is written about in the verse, "l will raise the cup of

salvation" (Tehilim 116:13). This is the 'cup of benediction' that is raised
after the meal. The cup of benediction must rest on five fingers, and no
more, just as the lily rests on five rigid leaves that represent the five
fingers. And this lily is the cup of benediction. FROM THE second to the
third mention of the NAME Elohim, there are five words, WHICH
TRANSLATE AS "MOVED, OVER, THE SURFACE, OF THE WATERS,
AND SAID." AND THESE WORDS PARALLEL THE FIVE LEAVES. From
this point, THE VERSE CONTINUES, "ELOHIM SAID...LET THERE BE
LIGHT" (Beresheet 1:3). After this light was created, it was concealed and
enclosed within that Brit (covenant) that entered the lily and fructified it.
This is referred to as "a tree bearing fruit whose seed is within it" (Ibid. 11)
and this seed is the Brit.

3. And just as the Brit is sown by forty-two matings from that same seed,
so the engraved and holy name is sown by the forty-two letters that
describe the act of creation.
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2. The Blossoms / [Flower] Buds

Many spiritual secrets are contained in this next section. The budding and blossoming of a flower reflects the process of creation that unfolds in the Upper
World as well as the in Lower World, which is our physical universe. As a seed contains the entire flower, the original thought of creation contains the creation
as a whole, including its final and complete perfection. The actual Hebrew letters that speak of these secrets give us the power to perceive the future
consequences that are already included in our present actions, just as a flower is already included in a seed.

The Zohar speaks of the great Patriarchs who were also included within the original thought and seed of creation. These spiritual leaders would become the
universal conduits by which humanity could connect to the Light of the Creator. The appearance of these great men in the Aramaic text of the Zohar helps to
strengthen our connection to the Creator and to our own spiritual roots.



4. "IN THE BEGINNING," Rabbi Shimon quoted the verse, "the flower
buds appeared on the earth" (Shir Hashirim 2:12). "The flower buds" refer
to the act of creation; "appeared on the earth." When? On the third day,
as it is written, "And the earth brought forth" (Beresheet 1:12). Since then,
they have been seen on the earth. "The time of pruning has come" alludes
to the fourth day, when the "pruning of the tyrants" (negative forces) took
place. THEREFORE OF THIS DAY, IT IS WRITTEN, "LET THERE BE
LIGHTS" (Beresheet 1:14), with the letter Vav missing from the word
lights. (The Hebrew word 'lights' when written without a vav, can be read
as a curse). "And the voice of the turtle dove" (Shir Hashirim 2:12) refers
to the fifth day, about which it is written, "Let the waters

swarm" (Beresheet 1:20), so they can produce living creatures. "Is

heard" (mentioned in Shir Hashirim) refers to the sixth day, on which it
says, "Let us make man" (Beresheet 1:26), who shall put action before
listening. Because it says here, "Let us make man," while there on Mount
Sinai, when Hashem asked the Yisrael about the Torah, they said "we will
do, and we will hear (we will try to understand)" (Shemot 24:7). "In our
land" (Shir Hashirim 2:12) refers to the day of Shabbat, which represents
the Land of Life, which is THE WORLD TO COME.

5. Another explanation is that these blossoms are the Patriarchs who
entered the thought of the Creator and went into the future world,
NAMELY BINAH, where they were hidden. They emerged from there
secretly and hid themselves in the true prophets. Yosef was born and they
hid in him. When Yosef entered the Holy Land, he revealed their presence
and then "they appeared on the earth" and were seen there. And when
are they seen? When the rainbow is seen in the sky. Because when the
rainbow is seen, then they appear. And at that moment, "the time of
pruning has come." This means that this is the period to annihilate the
wicked from the world. But why were the wicked saved? Because the
Flower Buds appeared on the earth. If they had not ALREADY appeared
SO LONG AGO, (THE WICKED) would not have remained on earth, and
the world would have been destroyed.

6. And who sustains the world and causes the Fathers (patriarchs) to
appear? It is the voices of the children who study the Torah. And the
world is saved (from destruction) for the sake of these children. In
deference to them, it is written, "We will make you ornaments of

gold" (Shir Hashirim 1:11). This refers to the children, boys and young
men, as is written, "And you shall make two cherubim of gold" (Shemot
25:18).
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3. "Who has created these?"

The Zohar discusses the intricacies of the spiritual process of Creation, and explores mysteries associated with the upper spiritual worlds, the Hebrew letters,
and the Patriarchs. The text explains how the incomprehensible and infinite Creator restricted and diminished a portion of His Light in order to manifest It in a
magnitude that mortal man could receive. As we peruse the Hebrew letters and understand these spiritual explanations, we draw a measure of spiritual Light
into our own lives equal to our capacity to receive and use |t.



7. In the beginning: Beresheet. Rabbi Elazar began the discussion by
quoting, "Lift up your eyes on high and see. Who has created these
things?" (Yeshayah 40:26). HE ASKS: "Lift up your eyes on high," to what
place? And HE REPLIES: To that place to which all eyes are turned. And
who is He that created these things? He is the opening of the eyes, which
is the MALCHUT OF THE HEAD OF ARICH-ANPIN. And you should
know that there, in the Concealed Atika (Ancient One) lies the question:
Who has created these? And who is He? IT IS HE WHO IS CALLED Mi
(lit. 'who' which is formed from the two Hebrew letters: Mem and Yud that
appear in the name Elohim), WHO IS THE LOWER SEVEN SFIROT OF
BINAH; He is the (celestial one), who is called from the extremity of
heaven on high, as everything is in His domain. The question arises
because of Him, and He is concealed. He is called Mi, WHICH IS THE
EXPRESSION OF A QUESTION, because beyond him there lies no
question. Thus, the extremity of heaven is called Mi, WHICH IS THE
SIGN OF A QUESTION, because beyond Him there lies no question. So
this extremity of heaven, WHERE THE QUESTION LIES, is called 'Mi'".

8. There is another extremity down below called Mah (lit. 'what', a
combination of the two letters Mem and Hei). And what is the difference
between Mi and Mah? HE REPLIES: The first one is concealed and is
called Mi. Therein lies a question: Man has searched and inquired in order
to understand and climb from one level to another, until he reached the
highest level of all, WHICH IS MALCHUT. After he had arrived there, he
was asked: What? THIS MEANS, what have you learned? What have you
seen? What have you investigated, since everything is still concealed and
hidden as before! As it is written: "What their Fathers have explored, for
everything is concealed as before" (lyov 8:8).

9. And on this secret subject it is written, "What (Mah) shall | take to
witness to you? What (Mah) shall | liken to you?" (Eicha 2:13). Because
when the Holy Temple was destroyed, a voice came forth and said, "What
(Mah) shall | take to witness for you, and what shall | liken to you?" This
means that the word 'what' (which is a combination of the letters Mem and
Hei) shall witness to you each and every day since the ancient days. As it
is written: "I call heaven and earth to witness this day" (Devarim 30:19).
"What shall | liken to you?" In the same manner of importance, IN WHICH
"WHAT" SERVES AS THE ETERNAL WITNESS, | crowned you with holy
crowns and made you ruler over the earth. As is written: "Is this the city
that men call the perfection of beauty?" (Eicha 2:15). In addition, | have
called you, "Jerusalem, a city united by a compact" (Tehilim 122:3). "What
shall | make equal to you?" (Eicha 2:13). Just as your situation is here (in
this mundane world), so it is seemingly above! REFERRING TO THE
JERUSALEM on high (in the eternal world). Just as now the holy nation
does not enter below to perform the sacred arrays, so | swear that | will
not enter above until your throngs come to you down below. This is your
consolation - that | equate you with this level, WITH JERUSALEM ON
HIGH, WHICH IS MALCHUT, in its entirety. And now you are here, "For
your breach is great, like the sea" (Ibid. 13). If you claim that you have no
existence or remedy, then who (Mi) shall heal you? Namely, that same
concealed supernal level, WHICH IS CALLED Mi, upon which everything
exists, WHICH IS BINAH, shall heal and uphold you.

10. Mi MEANS the extremity of heaven above, WHICH IS YISRAEL -
SABA AND TEVUNAH; Mah MEANS the extremity of heaven below,
WHICH IS MALCHUT. And this is what Ya'akov, WHO IS ZEIR-ANPIN,
inherited, as he was "the bolt that passes from extremity to

extremity" (Shemot 26:28). From the extremity above, which is Mi, down
to the extremity below, which is Mah. Because he stands in the middle,
BETWEEN YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH, TO MALCHUT. And
because of this, Mi created these! BECAUSE YISRAEL - SABA AND
TEVUNAH who are called Mi, CREATED ZEIR-ANPIN AND NUKVA
WHO ARE CALLED ALEPH, LAMED, AND HEI.
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4. "Who has created these" of Eliyahu
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai describes to his son, Rabbi Elazar, his mystical encounter with Elijah the Prophet (Eliyahu). It was then that the supernal secrets of
Creation concealed within the previous section were revealed to the holy Master. The words and sentences of this story imbue us with the power to achieve an

even stronger connection to the Light.

11. Rabbi Shimon said, Elazar, my son, stop talking and let the supernal
hidden secret, which humans know nothing about, be revealed. Rabbi
Elazar stopped talking and was silent. Rabbi Shimon wept and stood still
for a moment. Rabbi Shimon then said, Elazar, what is Eleh (lit. 'these',
which is spelled ALEPH, LAMED, HEI)? If you say that they are the
planets and the signs of the zodiac, have they not always been seen?
And were they not created by Mah (which is formed from the two Hebrew
letters, Mem and Hei) WHICH IS MALCHUT? As it is written, "By the word
of Hashem were the heavens made" (Tehilim 33:6), WHICH REFERS TO
MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED THE "WORD OF HASHEM" WERE THE
HEAVENS MADE. And if THE TERM ELEH (WHICH IS CREATED BY
COMBINING THE HEBREW LETTERS, ALEPH, LAMED, HEI) was said
about the hidden things, then there is no NEED to write ELEH, because
they, THE PLANETS AND THEIR SIGNS, are visible.

12. This secret was never before revealed, until one day when | was on
the seashore, Eliyahu came and asked me: Master do you know what Mi
(Who) has created Eleh (these) means? | answered 'these' are the
heavens and their hosts, the works of the Holy One, blessed be He. And
man should look at them and bless Him, as is written, "When | behold
your heavens, the work of your fingers...Our Master, how glorious is your
name in all the earth!" (Tehilim 8:4-10).

13. He told me, Master, the Holy One, blessed be He, had a great secret,
which He revealed to the celestial Academy (Yeshiva on high). The secret
is that when the most hidden and concealed One (the secret of all
secrets) desired to reveal Himself, He first made one single Point, WHICH
IS MALCHUT, and this point ascended and became a Thought, WHICH
IS BINAH. THIS MEANS THAT MALCHUT ROSE UP AND WAS
INCLUDED WITHIN BINAH. He shaped in her all the images and
engraved all the designs.

14. And He engraved inside, the sacred and hidden candlelight, WHICH
IS MALCHUT THAT IS INCLUDED WITHIN BINAH, an engraving of a
mystical and holy design. It is a very profound structure that emerges from
the depth of the thought, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE UPPER
THREE SFIROT, and is called Mi, which is the inception of this edifice.
And it is erected and not erected; it is hidden deep inside the name
ELOHIM. FURTHERMORE, it is called only Mi (from only two of the
letters in the name ELOHIM: MEM AND YUD). THIS MEANS THAT IT
LACKS THE LETTERS ALEPH, LAMED, AND HEI FROM THE NAME
ELOHIM. He desired to reveal Himself and to be called ELOHIM, so He
dressed Himself up in a precious garment that shines and enlightens the
surroundings, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF CHASSADIM, and created Eleh
(from the letters Aleph, Lamed, and Hei). And these letters, Aleph,
Lamed, and Hei, after being joined together ascended to the name
ELOHIM, MEANING THAT THE LETTERS Mem and Yud, combined with
Aleph, Lamed, and Hei, complete the name Elohim. Furthermore, as long
as He did not create the letters Aleph, Lamed, and Hei, they did not rise
up to form the name Elohim. Those who sinned in worshipping the Golden
Calf used this secret by saying, "Eleh (these are) your Deities,

Yisrael" (Shemot 32:4).
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15. Just as the letters Mi joined the letters Aleph, Lamed, and Hei, AND
FORMED THE NAME ELOHIM, USING THE PRECIOUS GARMENT
THAT SHINES, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF CHASSADIM, so the name
has remained forever combined. And the continued existence of the world
is based on this secret, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE VERSE, "THE
WORLD SHALL BE ESTABLISHED UPON MERCY" (Tehilim 89:3).

KRW NI DT ,09K3 R QRAWRT TR .15
o Kby anpnR KT KON qnnwm
':'m RIYTY ,.':'-': R1Mn H'?l bR
'11!.:':1-4 M RDK AP RIND KT By R1vpiNa

Eliyahu then flew away, and | could not see him anymore. And it is from
him that | received this knowledge and was able to grasp this hidden
secret. Rabbi Elazar came with all the other friends and bowed down
before him. They wept and then said if we had not come into this world
but only to hear this secret, it would have been enough for us.
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5. The Mother (Ima) lent Her clothes to Her daughter

The Zohar explains that, during the process of Creation, the Sfirah [level] of Malchut had to borrow vessels from the Upper Level, a realm known as Binah, in
order to facilitate the creation of our physical realm. Malchut alone lacked the ability to arouse and draw the Light necessary to construct our physical
dimension. When our own vessels are not worthy or capable of generating Light on their own, the spiritual forces transmitted through the letters of this story
give us the ability to actually draw down vessels from the Upper Worlds.

16. Rabbi Shimon said, so accordingly, the heavens and their hosts were
created by Mah, WHICH REFERS TO MALCHUT. As it is written: "When |
Behold your heavens, the work of your fingers (Tehilim 8:4). BUT
BEFORE THIS, it is written, "How (Mah) glorious is your name in all the
earth, who has set your majesty above the heavens" (Tehilim 8:2). THE
HEAVENS WERE CREATED BY THE NAME MAH, WHICH IS
MALCHUT. HOWEVER, THE PHRASE "above the heavens" REFERS
TO BINAH, WHICH IS CALLED MI, AND IS ABOVE ZEIR-ANPIN,
WHICH IS CALLED THE HEAVENS. THE MEANING OF THIS IS that It
ascended to the name of ELOHIM. To clarify, THE NAME OF MAH,
WHICH IS MALCHUT, ROSE UP AND WAS INCLUDED WITHIN BINAH,
WHICH IS ELOHIM. It created a light for Its light. THIS MEANS THAT IT
CREATED THE LIGHT OF CHASSADIM AS A PRECIOUS GARMENT
FOR THE LIGHT OF CHOCHMAH, THAT IS IN THE NAME OF MI
WITHIN WHICH they enclothed each other. Then MALCHUT rose and
entered in the Supernal Name ELOHIM, WHICH IS THE NAME OF
BINAH. That is why the phrase, "In the beginning, Elohim

created," (Beresheet 1:1) REFERS TO the upper Elohim, WHICH IS
BINAH AND NOT MALCHUT. Mah, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is not there
and is not constructed, according to the secret of Mi and Eleh that we
have mentioned previously.

17. When the letters, Aleph, Lamed, and Hei are drawn down from above,
FROM BINAH, downward TO MALCHUT, it is as if a Mother (Ima) lent
Her clothes to Her daughter and adorned her with Her own adornments.
THE NAME OF ELOHIM IS THUS DRAWN DOWN FROM BINAH, WHO
IS THE MOTHER (IMA), TO THE DAUGHTER, WHO IS MALCHUT. And
when does She properly adorn Her? When all the males appear before
Her. AND THEN, It is written CONCERNING HER that "all you males
shall appear before the Sovereign, Hashem (Shemot 34:23). Because
MALCHUT is called "Sovereign" IN THE MALE GENDER. As it is written:
"Behold the Ark of the Covenant of the Sovereign (Adon) of all the

earth" (Yehoshua 3:11). HERE THE VERSE DESCRIBES MALCHUT,
WHICH IS THE "ARK OF THE COVENANT" BY USING THE NAME OF
THE SOVEREIGN (ADON) OF ALL THE EARTH, WHICH IS A
MASCULINE NAME. THIS IS SO, BECAUSE SHE HAS RECEIVED THE
VESSELS, WHICH ARE CALLED 'CLOTHES' AND THE SPIRITUAL
ENERGY, WHICH IS CALLED ADORNMENTS, FROM HER MOTHER
WHO IS BINAH. Then the letter Hei leaves the name Mah, AND IS
REPLACED BY the letter Yud. NOW MALCHUT IS called Mi, JUST LIKE
BINAH. Then She dresses up in male clothes, NAMELY THE CLOTHES
OF BINAH, to face all the males of Yisrael.
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18. And the other letters, SPECIFICALLY Aleph, Lamed, and Hei, are
drawn down by Yisrael from above; FROM BINAH down to this place;
DOWN TO MALCHUT WHICH IS NOW CALLED MI, JUST LIKE BINAH.
"When | remember these (Eleh)" (Tehilim. 42:4) MEANS when | utter
these letters with my mouth "and | pour out my soul in me" (lbid.). | shed
tears by the will of my soul to draw down these letters, Aleph, Lamed, Hei,
from Binah, and then "I went with them" (Ibid.). From above - FROM
BINAH - "to the house of Elohim" (Ibid.). WHICH IS MALCHUT. SO THAT
MALCHUT would be CALLED Elohim, just like BINAH. And with what
SHALL | DRAW THEM? "With the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude
that kept the holy day" (Ibid.). Rabbi Elazar said, My silence has built the
Holy Temple on high, WHICH IS BINAH, and the Holy Temple below,
WHICH IS MALCHUT. ACCEPTING WHAT PEOPLE SAY AS TRUE, a
word is worth one sela (coin), and silence (is worth) two. So the words 'a
word is worth one sela’ REFER TO what | have said and clarified, but the
words 'silence (is worth) two' REFERS TO MY SILENCE, WHICH IS
WORTH TWICE AS MUCH. WHY? Because by my being silent, two
worlds were created and constructed together as one. These worlds are
BINAH AND MALCHUT. IF | HAD NOT KEPT SILENT (Par. 11), |
WOULD NOT HAVE ACHIEVED THE UNISON OF THESE TWO
WORLDS.

19. Rabbi Shimon said, from here onward we shall complete the text. As it
is written, "That brings out their host by number" (Yeshayah 40:26),
BECAUSE there are two grades, and each one has to be recorded, THAT
IS, DEFINED: The first called Mah is the lower one; the second called Mi
is the upper one. Now the upper grade is recorded with the words,
"Hamotzi (that brings out) their host by number." NOTE THAT THE
DEFINITE ARTICLE HEI IN THE WORD Hamotzi alludes to the One that
is known and there is no other like that One, namely Mi. Similarly in the
phrase, "Hamotzi (He who brings forth) bread from the earth" THE
DEFINITE ARTICLE HEI IN Hamotzi ALLUDES to the one that is
knownthe one of the lower grade, namely Mah. And all is one, BECAUSE
THEY ARE BOTH ON THE SAME LEVEL OF MALCHUT, WHERE THE
UPPER ONE IS Ml OF MALCHUT AND THE LOWER ONE IS MAH OF
MALCHUT. So, "HE THAT BRINGS OUT by number,” MEANS THAT
THE NUMBER 600,000 REFERS TO THE NUMBER OF STARS that
stand together and bring forth the hosts according to their types, which
are innumerable.

20. All of them, whether these 600,000 or all their hosts, WHICH ARE
INNUMERABLE, shall be called by the name. What is meant by "shall be
called by the name?" (Devarim 28:10). If you say that He calls them by
their names, it is not so. Because had it been so, He should have said,
"be CALLED by its name." Rather, when this grade does not rise up into
the name ELOHIM, and is called Mi (Par. 14), it does not beget (any
offspring) and does not bring forth what is concealed inside it, or their
types. Although all of them were hidden inside it, MEANING THAT EVEN
THOUGH THE LETTERS ALEPH, LAMED, HEI HAVE ALREADY
ASCENDED, THEY ARE STILL LACKING THE 'PRECIOUS GARMENT'
OF CHASSADIM. SO THEY ARE STILL CONCEALED AND DO NOT
RISE UP INTO THE NAME ELOHIM (Par. 14). Because He created THE
LETTERS, Aleph, Lamed, Hei, and they rose up into His hame,
MEANING THAT THEY ARE ENCLOTHED WITH THE 'PRECIOUS
GARMENTS' OF CHASSIDIM, THEN THE LETTERS ALEPH, LAMED,
HEI JOIN THE LETTERS MEM and Yud, and are called Elohim. Thus, by
the power of this name He brought them forth in all perfection. And this is
the meaning of the phrase, "shall be called by the name," WHICH MEANS
by His own name did He call and bring forth each and every type
(species) to exist in perfection. AND THEN IT IS WRITTEN: "THAT
BRINGS OUT THEIR HOST BY NUMBER, HE CALLS THEM ALL BY
NAMES," (YESHAYAH 40:26) REFERRING TO THE NAME OF THE
PERFECTION, THAT IS, ELOHIM. The same appears here, WHERE IT
IS WRITTEN, "See, | have called by name" (Shemot 31:2), WHICH
MEANS, "I have bestowed my name on Bezalel," so that Bezalel's
existence reaches perfection.
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21. "Of the greatness of His might" (Yeshayah 40:26). HE ASKS: What is
the meaning of "of the greatness of His might?" AND HE REPLIES: This
is the supreme grade where all desires rise up in Him. And they ascend
through a hidden and secret path...because He is strong in power. This is
the secret of the supernal world called Mi that rose up into the name
Elohim. As we have stated, the phrase "no one is missing" REFERS to
the 600,000 stars that He brought forth by the power of this name. And
because "no one is missing" FROM THE NUMBER 600,000, it follows that
in every place that Yisrael died and were punished for their sins, they
were AFTERWARD numbered. And no one was ever missing from the
600,000, to keep the similarity, BETWEEN THE UPPER AND THE
LOWER WORLDS. Just as no one was missing FROM THE NUMBER
600,000 above, no one was missing FROM THIS NUMBER below.
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6. The letters by Rav Hamnuna Saba

Individual energy forces, which express themselves as Hebrew letters, came before the Creator requesting that they be the instruments by which the world is
created. The Creator eventually agrees to utilize the letter Beit ?, as this particular letter begins the Hebrew word Brachah [Blessing]. The Zohar then depicts
the unique attributes of each of the twenty-two letters and the spiritual energy they emit. All these forces and their power of blessing are transferred to us when
we visually scan the Aramaic text and learn the lessons it holds.

22. Beresheet (In the beginning): Rabbi Hamnuna Saba, (the elder), said
that we have found IN THE WORDS: "BERESHEET BARA ELOHIM (In
the beginning, Elohim created the...)" (Beresheet 1:1), THAT THE
ORDER of the letters IN THIS PHRASE is arranged in reverse. At the
beginning, the Hebrew letter Bet is immediately followed by another Bet,
that is, BERESHEET BARA. Subsequently, IT IS WRITTEN at the
beginning with an ALEPH and then another ALEPH, referring in Hebrew
to Elohim Et. AND HE EXPLAINS THAT when the Holy One, blessed be
He, was about to create the world, all of the letters WERE STILL hidden.
For two thousand years before the creation of the world, the Holy One,
blessed be He, watched the letters and amused Himself with them.

(A) The letter Tav

23. When He desired to create the world, all the letters of the Hebrew
alphabet came before Him in sequence from last to first. The letter Tav
saw itself fit to come forth first. It said, Master of the World, may it please
you to create the world with me because | am the seal of your ring, which
is Emet (truth), MEANING THAT | AM THE LAST LETTER IN THE
WORD EMET. And as You are called BY THIS NAME of TRUTH, so it
would be most appropriate for the King to begin with the letter Tav, and
create the world by me. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to it, you are
worthy and deserving, but you are not suitable for the world to be created
by you. You are destined to serve as a mark on the foreheads of the
faithful one, who have kept the Law of the Torah from Aleph to Tav, but
when you appear they shall die (Tract. Shabbat 55, col. A). Not only that,
but you are the seal of the word Death, MEANING THAT TAV IS THE
LAST LETTER TO APPEAR IN THE WORD MAVET (DEATH). And
because of this, you are not suitable for Me to create the world with you. It
then immediately left.

(B) The letter Shin

DK [N3WK MK K20 KINT 27 MWK 22
NIGNTD 1N 72 291 KNMTRA M KBTI
bR Wa K 10291 KDNATRa 'K NAY K3
Nn’w 1:!.:::'7 (Sh '11'1: Wity Xya 13 r-'.'m JIR
K57 1y v ['-!:'m Pm ,pn'-nn i1 mnx 3
KT M2 winp Sanom Mo ,Hp’?!; X3

A3 YUYRUKY

mmp Nk 53 ink xnby manb xva 1 23

N3 ':!.rm': N N NEMY amYnK Koion
nbY 13 Manb Jep KM MLy a1 MK
K1 NnRK 97T KpIDWAXT  Nanin KIXT
,[K Nika s r-'.:’:'n':' iKY Nk NKMPNK
NiKY K31 P2 Wit AY MK .Kxnby '-'1':11:'71
72 Manb w13 Nk mb N'm JPIK TIRIN MK
prvn Sy o namb xamar nix Siin L xnby
JRTIY KR KDIMIR 1aRpT N 21T
M7 RAnin nIRT T ,Hnmr o7 mwm
Jm'::u 13 1'1:1::': INTD MK MY 72 maxy S

Sk m



24. The letter Shin then entered and stood before Him. It said, Master of
the World, may it please You to create the world with me, as | am called in
Your own name Shadai. And it would be most proper to create the world
by a holy name. He replied: You are worthy, you are good, and you are
truthful. But because you are included among the letters that form the
word Sheker (falsehood), | do not wish to create the world with you.
Sheker would not have prevailed had you not been attached to the letters
Resh and Kuf.

25. From this WE LEARN THAT whoever wants to tell a lie, should add
that lie to a base that is truthful. Because the letter Shin is a letter (i.e. a
sign) of truth, meaning a letter of Truth by which the Patriarchs reached
unison. NOTE THAT THE THREE LINES IN THE LETTER SHIN REFER
TO THE THREE PATRIARCHS, WHO ARE CALLED CHESED,
GVURAH, AND TIFERET. And the letters Kuf and Resh appear on the
evil side, because THE OTHER SIDE IS KAR (COLD), WITHOUT ANY
OF THE WARMTH THAT GIVES LIFE. THE OTHER SIDE DRAWS ITS
SUSTENANCE FROM THE MALCHUT WHEN IT IS AT THE STAGE OF
THE FROZEN OCEAN. In order for the Other Side to continue to exist, it
pulls the letter Shin into its realm, creating the combination Kesher,
WHICH MEANS 'STRENGTHENING THE TIES' AND 'SURVIVING'.
When the Shin realized this, it left.

(C) The letter Tzadik

26. The letter Tzadik then entered, stood before Him, and said, Master of
the World, may it please You to create the world with me, since the
Tzadikim (righteous) are 'sealed' by my name. And YOU, who are called
Tzadik, are also written by my name, as it is written, "For Hashem is
righteous, He loves righteousness” (Tehilim 11:7). Therefore, it would be
suitable to create the world with me! He replied: Tzadik, Tzadik you are
truly righteous, but you should remain concealed and not be revealed too
much; AS WOULD BE DONE IF THE WORLD WERE CREATED BY
YOU, so that humans will not have an excuse for their sins. And what is
the reason FOR IT REMAINING CONCEALED? IT IS THE INCLUSION
OF the letter Nun and the adjoining letter Yud from the Tetragrammaton,
which is also the Holy Brit, which came and mounted on the letter Nun,
thereby CREATING the letter Tzadik.

(D) The letter Pei [also alluded to, the letter Ayin]
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27. The letter Pei was the next to enter. It stood before Him and said,
Master of the World, may it please You to create the world with me,
because the Redemption that You shall bring onto the world is described
by my name, Pedut (Redemption or Salvation). THIS MEANS THAT
SALVATION IS TO BE REDEEMED FROM OUR TROUBLES, AND THIS
WORD IN HEBREW STARTS WITH THE LETTER PEI. THIS IS WHY the
world should be created by me.

He replied: You are indeed praiseworthy, but because of you, there will be
inscribed (for posterity) the maxim 'to commit a crime in secret' - a crime
akin to that of the snake that strikes, brings back its head, and then hides
it within its body. Because whoever sins bends his head, MEANING THAT
HE HIDES HIMSELF FROM THE 'OBSERVING EYE,' then stretches his
hands out to sin. THIS REFERS TO THE SHAPE OF THE LETTER PEI
THAT HAS A HEAD BENT DOWN INTO ITS BODY. And so it was
similarly said of the letter Ayin, which describes the term Avon (crime,
sin). Although it claimed, | have anavah (humility) in me, and the Holy
One, blessed be He, replied to it saying: | shall not create the world by
you. Ayin then took its leave!

(E) The letter Samech

28. The letter Samech (Heb. Support) entered, stood before Him and
said, Master of the world may it please You to create the world with me,
because | am able to support those who falls. As it is written, "Hashem
upholds all that fall* (Tehilim 145:14). He said to it, This is exactly why you
should stay in your place and not move from it. If you leave your place IN
THE WORD SOMECH, what will then happen to all those who fell and are
being supported by you? The letter Samech then left immediately!

(F) The letter Nun

29. The letter Nun entered and stood before Him saying, Master of the
World, may it please You to create the world with me, because the
phrase, "fearful in praises," (Heb. Norah Tehilot) (Shemot 15:11) starts
with me. AND ALSO in the praising of the righteous, IT IS WRITTEN,
"praise is comely" (Tehilim 147:1). He told it, Nun, go back to your place.
It is because of you that the letter Samech returned to its place. And you
should depend on it for support. THIS MEANS THAT THE LETTER NUN
IS INSCRIBED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WORD FALLING (HEB.
NEFILAH) AND THE LETTER SAMECH, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF
"HASHEM UPHOLDS ALL THAT FALL." THUS, NUN RETURNED TO
ITS PLACE TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO FALL, AS EXPLAINED IN THE
PREVIOUS PARAGRAPH.

(G) The letters Mem and Lamed

30. The letter Mem entered and said to Him, Master of the World, may it
please You to create the world by me, because with me you are called
Melech (King). He told it, yes, it is indeed so, but | shall not create the
world with you, because the world needs a Melech (King)! Go back to
your place, you and the letters Lamed and Kuf, as it is not proper for the
world to be without a King.

(H) The letter Caf
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31. At that certain hour, the letter Caf descended from the "Throne of His
Glory." Shaking and trembling, it stood before Him and said, Master of the
World, may it please You to create the world with me, because | am Your
Glory. When the letter Caf descended from the "Throne of His Glory,"
200,000 Worlds were shaken and the Throne trembled. And all the
Worlds were about to collapse. The Holy One, blessed be He, told it, Caf,
Caf, what are you doing here?! | shall indeed not create the world with
you. Go back to your place, because the Hebrew word Cliya (Total
destruction) starts with you. AND BECAUSE OF YOU "...TOTAL
DESTRUCTION IS DETERMINED AND DECREED" (YESHAYAH 10:23).
SO RETURN TO YOUR THRONE AND STAY THERE. At that same
moment it took leave and returned to its place.

(I) The letter Yud

32. The letter Yud entered, stood before Him, and said, Master of the
World, may it please You to create the world with me, because | am the
first letter of the Holy Name Yud, Hei, Vav, and Hei. Thus, it should be
proper for you to create the world with me. He replied: It should suffice
you to be engraved upon My Name and appear in Me. You embrace all
My desires. Rise up, it would not be proper for you to be removed from My
Name!

(J) The letter Tet

33. The letter Tet entered, stood before Him and said, Master of the World
may it please You to create the world with me, as by me You are called
Tov Veyashar (Good and Honest). He replied: | will not create the world
with you, because your goodness is concealed within you. Therefore it is
written: "O how abundant is Thy goodness which You have concealed for
them that fear You" (Tehilim 31:20). So because Your GOODNESS is
concealed within You, it cannot take any part in this world that | want to
create. It only applies to the world to come. Furthermore, because your
goodness is concealed and treasured within yourself, the gates of the
Holy Temple shall be 'sunk.' As it is written: "Her gates are sunk into the
ground" (Eicha 2:9). And to add to all this, the letter Chet stands before
you, together you become Chet (SIN). This is why these two letters do not
appear in the names of the twelve tribes.

Tet immediately then took its leave and went away from Him.

(K) THE LETTER ZAYIN

34. The letter Zayin entered and said to Him, Master of the World, may it
please You to create the world with me. Because with my help, Your
children shall preserve the Shabbat, as it is written, "Remember (Zachor)
the Shabbat day, to keep it holy" (Shemot 20:8). He replied: | will not
create the world with you, because you represent war, THAT IS, a sharp
pointed sword and a spear WITH WHICH PEOPLE make war. AND THEY
ARE CALLED TOOLS of destruction, which in Hebrew is PRONOUNCED
ZAYIN! And you are like the letter Nun, WHICH THE WORLD WAS NOT
CREATED BY, BECAUSE IT IS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WORD
NEFILAH (FALLING).

(L) The letters Vav and Hei

35. The letter Vav entered, and pleaded before Him, Master of the World,
may it please You to create the world with me because | am in myself one
of the letters of Your Name HA-VA-YAH!" He replied: Vav, you and the
letter Hei should both be satisfied with being written in My Name HA-VA-
YAH. Because you appear in My Name and are engraved in It, | shall
therefore not create the world with you.

(M) The letters Dalet and Gimel
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36. The letters Dalet and Gimel entered. THEY both also claimed the
same thing. He told them also be satisfied with being with each other,
because there will always be poor men on earth, and they should be
given a benefactor. The letter Dalet is poor, BECAUSE IT IS CALLED
DALET, FROM THE EXPRESSION DALUT, WHICH SIGNIFIES
POVERTY, and the Gimel reciprocates as a benefactor TO DALET.
THEREFORE do not leave each other, and it should suffice you that you
sustain one another!

(N) The letter Bet

37. The letter Bet entered and said to Him, Master of the World, may it
please You to create the world with me, because by me You are blessed
in the upper and lower worlds. THIS IS BECAUSE THE LETTER BET IS
THE FIRST LETTER OF THE WORD BRACHAH (BLESSING). The Holy
One, blessed be He, replied: But, of course, | shall certainly create the
world with you. And you shall appear in the beginning of the creation
(Beresheet).

(O) The letter Aleph

38. The letter ALEPH stood outside and did not enter. The Holy One,
blessed be He, said to it, ALEPH, ALEPH, why do you not enter and
stand before me like the other letters? It replied: Master of the World,
because | saw that all the letters left You without benefaction. So what
shall I do there myself? Not only that, but You have already presented the
letter Bet with this greatest gift of all. And it would not be proper for the
Supernal King to take back the gift, which He presented to His servant,
and give it to another! The Holy One, blessed be He, said, ALEPH,
ALEPH, even though the world is created with the letter Bet, you shall be
the first (lit. 'head’) of all the letters. My attachments shall be expressed
only by you and all calculations and actions of the people shall commence
with you. Therefore, all unity shall be expressed by the letter Aleph!

39. The Holy One, blessed be He, formed large upper letters, WHICH
ALLUDE TO THE SFIRAH OF BINAH and smaller lower letters, WHICH
ALLUDE TO THE SFIRAH OF MALCHUT. And this is why IT IS
WRITTEN, Bet, Bet, WHICH REFERS TO Beresheet Bara. And ALEPH,
ALEPH, WHICH REFERS TO Elohim Et. SO THE FIRST SET OF ALEPH
AND BET LETTERS are letters from above, FROM BINAH, WHEREAS
THE SECOND SET OF ALEPH AND BET are letters from below, FROM
MALCHUT. And they are all united - the ones from the world above,
FROM BINAH, with the ones from the world below, WHICH IS MALCHUT
- SO THAT THEY CAN INFLUENCE EACH OTHER.

7. The wisdom upon which the world is established
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The Zohar teaches all Creation occurred through the power of great wisdom. This secret is found in Beresheet, the Hebrew word for Creation. We can now

open ourselves to receive true spiritual wisdom in our own lives.



40. In the Beginning: Beresheet. Rabbi Yudai asked, What is Beresheet?
It means 'with Wisdom'. And this is the Wisdom upon which the world,
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN, is established and allowed to
enter the deep and secretive mysteries, NAMELY THE LIGHTS OF
BINAH. Here the six supernal points are engraved, WHICH ARE THE SIX
ASPECTS OF BINAH, from which everything emerges. From them were
formed the six sources of rivers, WHICH ARE THE SIX ASPECTS OF
ZEIR ANPIN that flow into the Great Sea, WHICH IS MALCHUT.
THEREFORE, Bara Sheet (the suffix in Aramaic means six) SUGGESTS
THE SIX [HEBRAIC] LETTERS OF BERESHEET, FOR THE [LOWER]
SIX ASPECTS were created here. And who created them? He who is not
mentioned; He who is concealed and unknown, WHO IS CALLED ARICH
ANPIN.

8. The locked and the unlocked
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During the process of creation, spiritual forces were unlocked in order to ignite and propel the birth of the universe and the divine worlds. As the Zohar
describes the procedure by which these forces were unleashed, we acquire the same power to unlock spiritual forces within ourselves.

"Sheet," which means "created six." This refers to the spiritual realm of Zeir Anpin, which contains six Sfirot [dlmen5|ons] All six dimensions [Chesed Gvurah,
Tiferet, Netzach, Hod and Yesod] are compressed and locked into the one realm called Zeir Anpin. With the emergence of superstring theory, modern physics
has revealed a model of reality that resembles the Zohar's. Both the Kabbalist and the proponents of superstring theory agree that ten dimensions comprise

reality, and that six of these dimensions were compacted into one at the moment of creation, or Beresheet.

41. Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Yosi were walking along. As they reached a
certain field, Rabbi Chiya said to Rabbi Yosi, what you have said that
Bara Sheet (created six) IS ALLUDED TO IN THE WORD BERESHEET
is certainly so. Because the supernal six days, THAT IS TO SAY, ONLY
THE SIX ASPECTS OF BINAH HAVE A BEARING ON THE TORAH,
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and no more. While the others, NAMELY THE
UPPER THREE SFIROT OF BINAH are concealed.

42. But we have already seen in the hidden mysteries of Beresheet where
He says that He who is Holy and Concealed engraved a certain form in
His bowels. THIS IS THE SECRET OF BINAH, of the Secret One, WHICH
IS THE SECRET OF THE NUKVA OF ATIK, who is designated by a
thrusting point. THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE POINT OF MALCHUT OF
THE FIRST RESTRICTION, WHICH ROSE UP TO BINAH AND
ENGRAVED THE EAR, NOSE, AND MOUTH OF ARICH ANPIN ON HIS
HEAD. This engraving, WHICH WAS MOLDED IN BINAH was incised
and hidden in Her, as someone who hides everything, locks it up, and
puts the key away. This key is kept hidden in a certain Temple and
although everything is hidden in that Temple, the most important thing is
that key, which locks and unlocks everything!

43. That Temple has a lot of hidden treasures one upon the other. In that
Temple there are 50 gates, which are supposed to be closed, MEANING
THAT THEY BLOCK THE FLOW OF LIGHTS. There are 49 gates
engraved upon the 'four winds' of the world. One gate has no direction
(side); it is not known whether it faces up or down. This is how this gate
REMAINS closed.
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44. Inside the gates is a lock with a tiny and narrow keyhole. This lock is
marked AND KNOWN only by the impression of the key. And no one is to
know about THIS NARROW KEYHOLE without having the key. And upon
this secret IS BASED THE VERSE, "In the beginning (Beresheet) Elohim
created (Bara)" (Beresheet 1:1). Beresheet is the key by which everything
is hidden, as it locks and unlocks. With this key six gates are locked and
unlocked. So when it locks those gates and includes them within itself,
then it is for sure Beresheet: a revealed word that includes within it a
concealed word. Bara, wherever it appears, is a word that hides and
guards a secret, IMPLYING THAT THE KEY locks it up and does not
unlock it.

K MmN RPivm R PR P i ee
DIGINK KY1 M3 NOADD RET KORYY pp7
R1TT KHK A Py K5 KNnbnT Mgl H'?H
K72 MWKIA KT KM Gy aiTinba KRnnbn
,MA DN Kb31 KNAbn KT ,MwWKIA oMb
RITT2 M3 19590 YN Mgy ANDY 10 KM
5531 13N PIIK M0 12 ,ANDY 10T KOndn
K193 R MIKTD 2N IRT PIs mna b
kbn X" N8 Y331 .xnp abn SYaa

N5 K51 7m0 K RRmno

9. [An Anagram]: B'hibar'am, B'Avraham (When they were created, with Avraham)

The chaotic world became complete and ordered upon the arrival of Avraham (Abraham) for he symbolizes and reveals the Light of Mercy [Chesed]. The Zohar

explains that the Light of Mercy personifies sharing, and that it embodies the positive energy within our world. Meditatively browsing the Aramaic wording
awakens our desire to share. In turn, we arouse the spiritual Light that removes chaos from our lives.

45. Rabbi Yosi said it is certainly so! | heard the same from the Holy Light,
who is RABBI SHIMON, that the word Bara is concealed to show THAT
THE KEY locks up the secret and does not unlock it. As long as THE KEY
locked up the word Bara, the world could not exist and would not have
lasted at all! Complete chaos would have prevailed, covering the entire
existence. And when this chaos prevailed there would not have been a
world; it would have never lasted!

46. When did this key unlock the gates, and serve and produce offspring?
When Avraham appeared, AS HE IS THE SECRET OF CHESED. As it is
written: "These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when
they were created" (B'hibar'am, an anagram of Be'avraham) (Beresheet
2:4). And we have already learned, DO NOT SAY B'HIBAR'AM BUT
Be'avraham. Then, the letters (WHICH ARE THE VESSELS) that were
entirely concealed in the word Bara WERE OPENED. And the Pillar of
Procreation, the Sacred Limb of Yesod, upon which the world is
established was revealed. BECAUSE THE WORD BARA (MEANING
CREATED) IS FORMED BY THE LETTERS, BET, RESH, AND ALEPH.
THUS, IT CONSISTS OF THE SAME LETTERS AS EVER (THE LIMB IN
HEBREW, WHICH IS FORMED BY THE LETTERS, ALEPH, BET, AND
RESH).

47. When the letters Aleph, Bet, and Resh (Ever = Limb) left their
impression on the word Bara (Bet, Resh, and Aleph, defined as created),
then the Supernal and Concealed One formed a different designation for
the impression of His Name and Glory. And these are the letters Mem and
Yud. He also created Aleph, Lamed, and Hei. So was the Sacred and
Blessed Name, which is Mah (formed by Mem and Hei), formed as a
mark. It brought forth the creation of Bara (Bet, Resh, and Aleph) from
Ever (Aleph, Bet, and Resh). And this word has the imprint of Aleph,
Lamed, and Hei from one side, and Aleph, Bet, and Resh from the other
side. Therefore to the Sacred Concealed One, Aleph, Lamed, and Hei
exist, as do Aleph, Bet, and Resh. And when one of them reaches
perfection, so does the other. Thus, it engraved upon Aleph, Bet, and
Resh the letter Hei, and it engraved upon the Aleph, Lamed, and Hei, the
letter Yud!
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48. And he explained that whenever Hei and the letters Eleh were
awakened (aroused, stimulated) to complete both sides, He then brought
forth the final letter Mem. He took one final Mem to the end of the letters -
that is, Aleph, Lamed, Hei, Yud, and one final Mem - to take to the other
side. That is to the end of the letters (forming the word) Aleph, Bet, Resh,
and Hei, thus completing the sacred holy name by combining the letters to
form Elohim. In the same manner, the name Avraham was completed.
And this is what we meant when we had stated, 'WHEN ONE OF THEM
REACHES PERFECTION, SO DOES THE OTHER.' And there are those
who say that the Holy One, blessed be He, took THE LETTERS Mem and
Hei and put them together with Ever, and it became THE COMBINATION
Avraham. And the word Mi alludes to the fifty gates of wisdom, and in the
word Mi there is a Yud, which is the first letter of the holy name. And the
word Ma alludes to the numerical value of the holy name, and it has within
it the second letter of the holy name, WHICH IS HEI. As it is written,
"worthy is the nation for whom this is so..." (Tehilim 144:15), "THAT
HASHEM IS THEIR GOD" (IBID.) And it is written: "He suspends the
world on Bli-Ma (nothingness)" (lyov 26:7). THE WORD MA IN THIS
VERSE ALLUDES TO THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE
TETRAGRAMMATON WHEN SPELLED OUT WITH ALEPHS. And then
both worlds were upheld, the coming world with the letter Yud and this
world with Hei. And then it created offspring and the name was complete.
As it is written: "These are the products of the heaven and the earth
Bhibaram (when they were created)" (Beresheet 2:4). THE WORD
BHIBARAM HAS THE SAME LETTERS AS B'AVRAHAM, BECAUSE ALL
THE PRODUCTS were suspended, incomplete, until the name of
Avraham was created. When the name of Avraham was completed, so
was the holy name completed. And this is what is written, "on the day
HASHEM ELOHIM created heaven and earth" (Ibid.). THE WORDS "ON
THE DAY...CREATED" MEAN WHEN THEY WERE COMPLETED,
THROUGH THE NAME AVRAHAM, AND ONLY THEN IS HASHEM
FIRST MENTIONED IN THE TORAH.

10. The vision of Rabbi Chiya
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Rabbi Chiya is worthy of elevation to the highest spiritual worlds, and to meet with the holy Kabbalist, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, and his son Rabbi Elazar.
Rabbi Chiya spends time studying with his great Master in the supernal Academy, where Rabbi Shimon teaches the greatest of souls. The Messiah himself
comes to spend time with Rabbi Shimon. These spiritual words of wisdom instill in us the ability to connect ourselves to the supernal Worlds above.

49. Rabbi Chiya prostrated himself on the earth, kissed the dust and cried
out, Dust, dust how stiff-necked (stubborn) you are; how shameless you
are that all the delights of the eye perish within you! You consume all the
beacons of light in the world and grind them into nothing. How impertinent
you are. The Sacred Light that illuminated the world; the great leader who
governs the entire world and whose merit sustains the world is consumed
by you! Rabbi Shimon, the Light of the Illumination, the Light of the
Worlds! You perish in the dust while you sustain and govern the world! He
then fell into a reverie for a moment and said, Dust, dust, be not proud!
Because the pillars of the world will not be delivered into your hands; and
Rabbi Shimon shall not be consumed by you!
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50. Rabbi Chiya stood up and walked along weeping, accompanied by
Rabbi Yosi. He fasted from that day on for forty days so that he might
meet with Rabbi Shimon. They told him, you are not fit to see him. He
then wept and fasted for another forty days. They showed him Rabbi
Shimon and Rabbi Elazar his son, in a vision. They were discussing the
interpretation of that certain word, which Rabbi Yosi mentioned IN THE
NAME OF RABBI SHIMON (PAR. 45). And many thousands were
listening to his words.

51. Meanwhile, he saw many great celestial wings. Rabbi Shimon and his
son Rabbi Elazar mounted on them and were borne aloft to the heavenly
Academy (Yeshiva). And all those wings were waiting for them. He then
saw THAT RABBI SHIMON AND RABBI ELAZAR were renewed
constantly by their own splendor and shone more than the sun.

52. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion by saying, let Rabbi Chiya enter
and see how much the Holy One, blessed be He, shall restore the faces
of the righteous in the world to come. How happy is he who comes here
without shame, and how happy is he who stands erect in this world as a
strong pillar that bears alll RABBI CHIYA saw HIMSELF entering, and
Rabbi Elazar stood up. So did all of the other pillars OF THE WORLD,
which had previously been sitting there. THEY ALL STOOD UP FOR THE
SAKE OF RABBI CHIYA. And he, RABBI CHIYA was embarrassed. As he
entered, he detached himself (from the pillars of the world) and sat at the
feet of Rabbi Shimon.

53. A voice came forth, saying: Lower your eyes, do not raise your head
up, and do not look! He lowered his eyes and saw a Light that shone from
afar. The voice returned and said: You hidden and unseen Celestials on
high, you who are clever and wander throughout the world, Behold and
see! Earthly beings that are sunk in deep slumber, THE LIGHT OF YOUR
EYES is concealed in the darkness of YOUR EYES, wake up!

54. Who, among you has DURING HIS LIFETIME IN THIS WORLD
transformed darkness into Light and the taste of bitter into sweet before
he came here? Who, among you has awaited eagerly every day the Light
that shines when the King calls upon the Gazelle? As then, the Honor OF
THE KING IS GLORIFIED, and He is called the King of all the other kings
of the world. Because he who does not await eagerly for this every day,
AS HE LIVES in that world - MEANING THIS WORLD - has no role here.

55. Meanwhile, he saw many of his friends gathering around the standing
Pillars, and he saw how they elevated them to the heavenly Academy.
Some were ascending while others were descending. And high above
them all, he saw the owner of the wings, WHO IS MATATRON, approach
him.

sy i 1M IR 33 mim e 17 op .50
Mm% Mmmmb mi PYaIs wynk Kpi KM
b mmmb REY mx mb omb rmy givay
M WMOR L INOR (i PYaIK RYnK 13
IRYS N1, AMa PSR 1AM fivaw @5 ks
pRny PR TR I B 137 MK KT Mbea

,.':1'71'7::'7

1p75901 1KY 113727 PO D RN IDTIK L5
nwbm aMa MO AmM jivaw a1 wmby
Inznn 1y ['-!:1: 1'-':'1-'. 531 KypIT Nn:'-nn'a

" xomwT K1 Kot

MM xnn 137 Sivn mRivew @7 nnb 52
DK NDIN? KT P2 wiTp PErT moa
K27 DRYT K@ K KDY NKT KT KnprIy
by KT DRI N2 TN K3 K93
op MM Sxy M1 Ram K953 pipn KTy
T ORI L]AR PANTT TRy IKw MoK 1m0
1277 1155 2N DRy M LMERY 503

Jivny

UM Oipm KD Y Rn mK pbl kbp 53
T TITT R KM DY KR '::nnn 3
prby mx oy 'm: ik xbp pinmb
b33 PRI PR KDY MPD ,['-mnn Mo
N0 PAMT PROD anm Y3RDK | Knby

N Jiamina

Ty RYmS (abm Koiwn M, jiom (Rn 54
Jisin (R K37 TN KD Ty xpnnb KM
®2%17 KDYWA 1M r-'.'n-u':' Ky ':':: KoM
'7::: N:'ﬂ: '-"'I'JI"II'H ,'wnnm ,rm':m': gill
xni 533 KT nbyn K97 (N LKnbyr 11:'7::

3 m'ﬂn -:'-'7 mb m:'::u IShhb!

b3 mwame KMA0 A MpD KR IDTIR 55
KR2NMY 1% 11507 KM L ENRT PrIBY PR
inba7 KW, pnma pox1 pRhe phx KyIp1T

]IS TTETY VIXT YAKR Kl



56. The angel Matatron swore that he heard from behind the Curtain how
the King attends the Gazelle every day and remembers how She lies in
the soil of the earth. At that time, He kicks 390 heavens, which all quake
and tremble with fear because of Him. And He, THE KING, sheds tears
because of this, THAT THE SHECHINAH LIES IN THE SOIL OF THE
EARTH. And the tears, that are hot as fire, fall down into the Great Sea.
By the power of these tears, the governor who rules the sea, AND IS
CALLED RAHAYV, is sustained and stays alive. And he sanctifies the
name of the Holy King by taking it upon himself to swallow all the waters
of the days of creation. He gathers them all within himself so that on that
day when all the nations assemble against the Holy Nation, the waters
may dry up while they cross over on dry land.

57. Meanwhile, he heard a voice call out: Move aside, make room. King
Mashiach is coming to the Academy of Rabbi Shimon, because all the
righteous people there are the heads of the Academies, which are known
up there. And all the disciples of each Academy ascend from this
Academy here to the heavenly Academy. And Mashiach visits all these
Academies and signs the Torah with the seal of the teachings that come
from the mouths of the learned Rabbis. At that time, King Mashiach came
TO THE ACADEMY OF RABBI SHIMON crowned by heavenly diadems
that He had received from the heads of the Academies.

58. At the same time, all the colleagues and Rabbi Shimon, as well, stood
up. Rabbi Shimon's light reached up to the empyrean. MASHIACH said to
him: Rabbi, how blessed you are, that your Torah (teachings) has been
elevated by the lllumination of 370 Lights. And every single Light has
been explained in 613 ways. Then they rise up and bathe themselves in
the rivers of pure Persimmon (balm). And the Holy One, blessed be He,
approves the Torah study of your Academy, of the Academy of Chizkiyah,

the King of the Judean Kingdom and of the Academy of Achiya Ha-Shiloni.

59. | have come to approve the Torah of your Academy only because the
One with Wings (Matatron) is on his way here, and | know that He shall
not enter any other Academy (Yeshivah) - only yours. Meanwhile, he told
Rabbi Shimon about the oath taken by the One with the Wings. Then
Mashiach trembled and raised up his voice. The heavens also trembled,
as did the Great Sea and the Whale. The world was about to collapse.
Also at this time, he noticed Rabbi Chiya sitting at the feet of Rabbi
Shimon. He asked: Who allowed a human being, wearing the cloaks of
that world, THAT IS, THE PHYSICAL BODY OF THE MUNDANE
WORLD, here? Rabbi Shimon answered: This is Rabbi Chiya the Shining
Light of the Torah. He said: Let he and his sons be gathered, MEANING,
LET THEM PASS AWAY FROM THE MUNDANE WORLD, and join your
Academy! Rabbi Shimon said, let him be given time! And time was given
to him.
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60. He, MASHIACH, left there trembling all over, his eyes brimming with
tears. Rabbi Chiya was deeply shaken and wept. Then he said, how
happy are the righteous with their role in the world to come, and how
happy is Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, who has this distinction. He is
described by the verse, "I will cause those who love me to inherit a lasting
possession and | will fill their treasures" (Mishlei 8:21).
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11. You are My partner

From this section of the Zohar we learn that our primary purpose in life is to complete and perfect creation through our own spiritual transformation and growth.
In addition, Rabbi Shimon implores his students not to share or speak of spiritual wisdom that is not derived directly from the mouth of their teacher. Doing so,
he warns, can cause death and bring destruction to our physical world. The strength to make our own spiritual corrections in life and to complete the thought of
creation is given to us the moment we scan this section. We acquire the discipline to always remain on the true path of wisdom, and we gain the strength to

avoid temptation by easier but less powerful teachings.

61. In the Beginning: Beresheet. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion
with the verse, "And | have put My words in thy mouth" (Yeshayah 51:16),
meaning how important it is for a person to study laboriously the Torah
day and night. Very important, because the Holy One, blessed be He,
listens attentively to the voices of those who occupy themselves with the
study of the Torah. And every word that receives a new interpretation by a
person who delves into the study of the Torah creates a new heaven.

62. We have already learned that at the moment when a new phrase or a
new way of understanding is instructed by any person, that phrase
ascends and is assembled in front of the Holy One, blessed be He. And
the Holy One, blessed be He, receives this new phrase and accepts it. He
also adorns it with 70 crowns of graven and inscribed letters. And this new
Phrase of Wisdom that is revealed is then set upon the head of the
Eternal Tzadik. Then it flies off and floats through 70,000 worlds until it
reaches Atik-Yomin, WHICH IS THE SFIRAH OF KETER. And all the
words of Atik-Yomin are Phrases of Wisdom comprising sublime and
hidden mysteries.

63. When this Phrase of Wisdom is revealed here IN THIS WORLD as it
ascends, it joins the words of Atik-Yomin and goes up and down together
with them. Then it enters 18 hidden worlds that "neither has the eye seen,
Elohim, beside you" (Yeshayah 64:4). Afterward, they leave there to float
around before they are presented in full perfection to Atik-Yomin. At this
stage, Atik-Yomin smells the odor of the phrase, and He finds it most
desirable - MORE DESIRABLE, IN FACT, THAN ANYTHING ELSE. He
then takes it and crowns it with 370,000 crowns. And the phrase, WHICH
REVEALS A NEW IDEA OF THE TORAH, flies on high - going up and
down before landing. Thus, a heaven is made OUT OF IT.
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64. And from every Word and Phrase of Wisdom many heavens are
made. They stand in full perfection in front of Atik-Yomin, who calls them
'New Heavens'. IN OTHER WORDS, 'Renewed Heavens' BECAUSE
THEY ARE concealed by the hidden secrets of the Sublime Wisdom.
While all the other phrases and sayings of the Torah that are newly
revealed THAT DO NOT BELONG TO THIS ASPECT OF SUBLIME
WISDOM stand before the Holy One, blessed be He, these Words and
Phrases of Wisdom ascend and become the Lands of the Living. They
then descend and are put as a crown upon a certain land. Thus, all is
renewed and it becomes a '‘New Land' BY THE POWER of that phrase of
the Torah that was freshly discovered.

65. On this subject, it is written, "For as the new heavens and the new
earth (land), which | will make, shall remain before me, says Hashem, so
shall your seed and your name remain” (Yeshayah 66:22). He does not
say 'l have made,' but rather "l will make," IN THE PRESENT TENSE,
BECAUSE, He constantly makes NEW HEAVENS AND EARTH from the
secrets and the new teachings of the Torah. And on this subject, it is
written, "And | have put my words in your mouth, and | have covered you
in the shadow of my hand, that | may plant heavens, and lay the
foundations of earth, and say to Zion, You are my people" (Yeshayah
51:16). He does not say 'the heavens,' but rather "heavens," WITHOUT
THE DEFINITE ARTICLE. THIS MEANS THAT HE IS NOT
ENCOMPASSING THE ACTUAL HEAVENS, BUT THE HEAVENS THAT
ARE MADE ANEW FROM THE TEACHINGS AND THE UTTERANCES
OF THE TORAH.

66. Rabbi Elazar then asked, what is the meaning of "I have covered you
in the shadow of my hand?" (Yeshayah 51:16). He told him, when the
Torah was given to Moshe, many 'tens of thousands' of angels on high
were about to burn him with the flames of their mouths, but the Holy One,
blessed be He, protected him. So now, when the new explanation on the
Torah is uttered, the saying rises up, is crowned, and then stands before
the Holy One, blessed be He. And He guards that saying and shelters the
person who said it so that they may be known only to Him and to stop the
angels from envying him until a New Heaven and Earth are made from
that saying. So he says, "I have covered you in the shadow of my hand,
that | may plant heavens, and lay the foundations of earth." And from this
we learn that everything which is 'hidden from the eye' has a supernal
advantage, as expressed in "I have covered you in the shadow of my
hand." But why should it be covered and hidden 'out of sight?' So that it
may receive the supernal advantage. As he says, "that | may plant
heavens and lay the foundations of earth," as we have learned. IN
OTHER WORDS, TO MAKE NEW HEAVENS AND EARTH OUT OF IT.

67. "And say to Zion, You are my people" (Yeshayah 51:16). The phrase
"and say to Zion," MEANS TO SAY TO those new lands and those holy
sayings that are marked and set one upon the other, REFERRING TO
THE NEW TEACHINGS OF THE TORAH, You are my people. Do not say
Ami (my people) Ata (You are), but rather Imi (with me) Ata (You are). Do
not say Ami Ata, WITH THE VOWEL PATACH, but rather Imi Ata, WITH
THE VOWEL CHIRIK, WHICH MEANS, 'be my partner.' Just as | have
made the heavens and the earth with My words, as is written, "By the
word of Hashem the heavens were made" (Tehilim 33:6), so shall you BY
YOUR WORDS OF WISDOM MAKE NEW HEAVENS AND EARTH. How
lucky and meritorious are those who occupy themselves in the labor of
learning and teaching the Torah.
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68. And so, you may say that the words OF A NEW EXPLANATION by
any person, EVEN one who does not know WHAT HE IS SAYING, have
the same effect. Come and see, however, what happens when a person
who is not familiar with the secrets of the Torah brings forth a new
explanation of which he does not know the exact origin, as he should.
Under those circumstances, that word OF THE NEW EXPLANATION
rises upward, and the Perverse One, the Demon of the False Tongue,
goes forth to grab it. He emerges from the cavern of the great abyss,
makes a leap of 500 parasangs to receive that word, then grabs it, returns
with it to His Female Partner, and makes a False Heaven out of it, which
is called Tohu (Chaos).

69. The Perverse One then flies in that FALSE Heaven, traversing 6,000
parasangs in one bound. And as soon as this False Heaven is formed, a
Harlot emerges, seizes onto this False Heaven, and participates in its
flight. From there, She leaves to slay by the thousands and tens of
thousands. Because as long as She appends herself to this Heaven, She
has the authority and the ability to fly and traverse the whole world, from
one end to the other, in an instant.

70. And on this subject, it is written, "Woe to them that draw iniquity with
cords of vanity" (Yeshayah 5:18). "Iniquity” is related to the Male - "and
sin as it were with a cart rope" (Ibid.). What is sin? This is the Female,
namely the Harlots. The gender is implied in the phrase, "and sin as it
were with a cart rope." He, WHO SINS, draws iniquity, NAMELY THE
MALE OF THE KLIPAH, with these cords of vanity. And afterwards:
"draws sin as it were with a cart rope." SO HE DRAWS UPON HIMSELF
that Female, who is called "sin," as she grows strong and flies off to slay
human beings. Therefore, "she has cast down many deadly

wounded" (Mishlei 7:26). Who "has cast down?" That sin that slays
human beings. And who caused all this? That disciple (Torah student)
who did not earn the right to teach, but does so. So may the Merciful One
save us!

71. Rabbi Shimon said to all the friends of the group, | beg of you all not
to utter any words of the Torah which you did not hear from a 'great
tree' (a learned scholar) and did not learn properly. So that you may not
be the cause of that Harlot (that sin) slaying multitudes of human beings
without reason! They all answered: May the Merciful One save us all!

72. Come and see, the Holy One, blessed be He, created the world using
the Torah. And this has been explained in the verse, "Then | was by him
as an apprentice, and | was daily all his delight" (Mishlei 8:30). THIS
APPLIES TO THE TORAH, WITH WHICH THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED
BE HE, AMUSED HIMSELF FOR 2,000 YEARS BEFORE THE
CREATION OF THE WORLD (PAR. 22). He looked at the Torah once,
twice, and thrice. The fourth time He addressed them. Eventually, He
used the Torah to teach the sons of Man how not to be misled and how to
study the Torah properly. As it is written, "Then he saw and declared it; he
established it and searched it out. And he said to man..." (lyov 28:27-28).
"THEN HE SAW," THIS IS ONCE; "DECLARED IT," THIS IS TWICE; "HE
ESTABLISHED IT," THIS IS THRICE; AND "SEARCHED IT OUT," THIS
IS THE FOURTH. THEN HE TOLD THEM, as it is written, "And He said to
Man..."
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73. So according to these four times (or steps), expressed as, "Then he
saw it and declared it; he established it and searched it out" (lyov 28:27-
28), The Holy One created what He had created. And He did not
accomplish His mission until He brought forth four words. Therefore it is
written, "Beresheet (In the beginning) Bara (created) Elohim Et

(the)..." (Beresheet 1:1) which contains four words. After that, THE NEXT
WORD WRITTEN IS "heavens." So these are the four times that the Holy
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One, blessed be He, looked into the Torah before He brought his works
into actuality.
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12. The donkey driver

Rabbi Elazar, the son of Rabbi Shimon, is traveling by donkey with Rabbi Abba, one of the great students of Rabbi Shimon. A lowly donkey driver pushes their
donkey from behind in order to help the two Rabbis along in their journey. The donkey driver strikes up a conversation with the two sages and begins revealing
spiritual secrets. Rabbi Elazar is surprised and bit skeptical at first, but soon realizes that this simple man is speaking great wisdom. As the donkey driver
continues with a lengthy discourse on many supernal mysteries. Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Abba begin to realize the greatness and eminence of the person in
their midst. At the end of the discourse, they recognize the donkey driver: they are face to face with Rabbi Hamnuna Saba, the great sage who had left the
physical world some time ago. Upon their recognition, Rabbi Hamnuna Saba disappears and returns to the Upper Worlds.

In speaking about the travels and journeys of the sages, the Zohar is also referring to the spiritual paths that all of us must eventually follow. In reality, Rabbi
Elazar and Rabbi Abba were on a spiritual journey. They received the help and support of the great sage Rabbi Hamnuna Saba, who assisted them in their
ascent to a higher level of being.

Each of us requires the assistance of righteous souls as we evolve along our own spiritual paths. As our eyes observe the Hebrew letters and our minds absorb
the meaning of this story, we draw down a righteous soul who will assist us in taking the next step forward in our spiritual development.

74. Rabbi Elazar was on his way to visit his father-in-law, Rabbi Yosi, the
son of Rabbi Shimon, who was the son of Lakunya, accompanied by
Rabbi Aba. Another man was leading their donkeys and walking behind
them. Rabbi Aba said, let us start a discussion on the Torah, as the time
and place are propitious and can help us complete our journey.

75. Rabbi Elazar opened the discussion with the phrase, "You shall keep
my Shabbatot (plural form of Shabbat)" (Vayikra 19:30). Come and see:
the Holy One, blessed be He, created the world in six days. And on each
day He revealed His actions and gave that day His strength. But when did
He actually reveal His actions and give His strength? This happened on
the fourth day! Because the first three days were all undisclosed and
nothing appeared. But as soon as the fourth day arrived, He revealed His
action and shared His strength with all!

76. So Fire, Water and Air, WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH, AND
TIFERET - THE SECRET OF THE THREE FIRST DAYS - which are the
supernal elements, NAMELY THE THREE SFIROT - CHESED,
GVURAH, AND TIFERET - were kept in suspense and the full action of
creation was not revealed until the earth, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF
MALCHUT, disclosed them. Only then was the creation of each one of
them perceptible and known to all ON THE FOURTH DAY.
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77. You may say that this was on the third day, as it is written, "Let the
earth bring forth grass...And the earth brought forth grass" (Beresheet
1:11-12). HERE YOU MAY SAY IS THE REVELATION OF THE
CREATION OF THE EARTH, WHICH IS MALCHUT, OCCURRING ON
THE THIRD DAY! AND HE REPLIES: Although it is written that this
occurred on the third day, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF TIFERET, it
actually was on the fourth day, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT.
The third and fourth days, TIFERET AND MALCHUT, were combined
without any separation between them. But afterward, on the fourth day,
He revealed actions; He revealed His craftsmanship and workmanship in

each and every one of the first three days, which are CHESED, GVURAH,

AND TIFERET. The fourth day is the "fourth leg" of the supernal chair (or
throne), WHICH IS BINAH, WHOSE FOUR LEGS ARE CHESED,
GVURAH, TIFERET, AND MALCHUT.

78. So all the actions, whether it be those of the first THREE days,
WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH, AND TIFERET, or the last THREE
days, WHICH ARE NETZACH, HOD, AND YESOD, were dependent on
the day of the Shabbat (Sabbath), WHICH IS MALCHUT, FROM THE
PERSPECTIVE OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT, WHEN ITS STATE
OF PERFECTION APPEARED. Therefore, it is written, "And on the
seventh day Elohim ended (or completed) His work which He had

made" (Beresheet 2:2). This refers to the Shabbat and the fourth leg of
the chair. THAT IS TO SAY, THE SHABBAT AND THE FOURTH DAY
ARE BOTH ASPECTS OF MALCHUT. NEVERTHELESS, THE FOURTH
DAY IS MALCHUT, WHICH IS INCLUDED WITH ZEIR ANPIN AT THE
LEVEL OF HIS TIFERET FROM HIS CHEST UPWARD. AND THE DAY
OF THE SHABBAT IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT AT THE STAGE OF
MATING FACE TO FACE WITH ZEIR ANPIN.

79. And if you say, If it is so, THAT THE SHABBAT IS MALCHUT, then
why does it say, "You shall keep my Shabbatot" in the plural?" AND HE
REPLIES, The Shabbat of the Evening of the Shabbat, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, and the Shabbat of the actual Day of Shabbat, WHICH IS
ZEIR ANPIN WHO SHINES UPON THE SHABBAT, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, are in unison as one. THERE IS NO SEPARATION
BECAUSE THEY ARE MATED FACE TO FACE AND CALLED TWO
SHABBATOT!

80. The one who was driving THE DONKEYS and following behind asked:

And what is the meaning of "And you shall revere My

sanctuary?" (Vayikra 19:30). Rabbi Aba replied: This applies to the
sanctity of the Shabbat. Then he asked: And what is the sanctity of the
Shabbat? He said to him: This is the sanctity that is drawn down from
above, FROM ABA AND IMA. He said to him, If that is so, then you have
made the Shabbat without any sanctity OF ITS OWN! FOR sanctity
prevails only when it comes from above, FROM ABA AND IMA. Rabbi
Aba answered: It is indeed so, as it is written, "And call the Shabbat a
delight, the holy day of Hashem's holiness, honorable" (Yeshayah 58:13).
So the Shabbat is mentioned separately, as is the holiness of Hashem.
He then asked him: What then is the "holiness of Hashem?" Rabbi Aba
replied: This is the sanctity or the holiness that descends from above,
FROM ABA AND IMA, and rests upon it, UPON THE SHABBAT. He said,
If the holiness, which descends from above, is called "honorable," it may
seem as though the Shabbat itself is not "honorable." Yet it is written,
"and you shall honor it,” SO THE SHABBAT IN ITSELF IS HONORABLE!
Rabbi Elazar said to Rabbi Aba, Leave this man alone, because he has
something wise to say, something of which we know nothing. They said to
him, Say what you want to say!
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81. The man began with the verse, "My Shabbatot" (Vayikra 19:30). The
particle Et IS MENTIONED HERE to include the borders of the Shabbat,
which are 2,000 cubits in every direction. For this reason, the verse added
THE PARTICLE Aleph Tav (Et). "My Shabbatot" IN THE PLURAL FORM
refers to both the higher Shabbat and the lower Shabbat, which are joined
as one, and are both concealed.

82. Another Shabbat, however, remained unmentioned and felt
humiliated. She came forward and said, Master of the Universe from the
day You created me until now | am called 'the Shabbat,' and there is no
day without a night! He told her: My daughter, you are the Shabbath and |
have called you 'the Shabbat,' but now | am adorning you with a more
glorious crown. He then sent forth a proclamation stating, "And you shall
fear My sanctuary" (Vayikra 19:30). And this is the Shabbat of the eve of
Shabbat, where fear and awe prevail. But who is this Shabbat? HE
REPLIES: This is the one that the Holy One, blessed be He, included
TOGETHER WITH HER, saying: "I am Hashem" (lbid.). "I" IS THE
SECRET OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE EVE OF
SHABBAT, HASHEM IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR-ANPIN. AND BY THE
WORDS, "l am Hashem," THEY WERE COMBINED TOGETHER. And |
(the donkey-driver) heard this from my father, who emphasized THAT
THE WORD Et symbolizes the borders of the Shabbat. My Shabbatot, IN
THE PLURAL, denotes the circle and the square within, which are two,
MEANING THERE ARE TWO SHABBATOT. According to these two,
there are two hallowed prayers that we should recite. One starts with
"Vayichulu" (Beresheet 2:1-3), and the other is the Kiddush. The passage
of "Vayichulu" consists of 35 words, and in the Kiddush that we perform
there are also 35 words. COLLECTIVELY, they add up to seventy hames,
with which the Holy One, blessed be He, and the Community of Yisrael
adorn themselves.

83. And because this circle and this square are My Shabbatot, they are
both included in the word Preserve (Keep) (Heb. Shamor), as it is written,
"You shall keep my Shabbatot." But the upper Shabbat is not included in
Shamor, but only in Zachor. Remember that the supernal King, WHO IS
BINAH, is completed by Zachor. And this is why it, BINAH, is called the
"King to whom Peace belongs." As His Peace, Shalom, is Zachor. And so
there is no controversy above in the supernal realm.

84. There are two kinds of peace down below: One is Ya'akov, WHO IS
TIFERET,; the other is Yosef, WHO IS YESOD. And because of this,
Peace is written twice in "Peace, Peace to him that is far off, and to him
that is near" (Yeshayah 57:19). "To him that is far" refers to Ya'akov; "to
him that is near" refers to Yosef. So "to him that is far" means, as you say,
"Hashem has appeared to me from afar" (Yirmeyah 31:2), and also, "And
his sister stood afar off" (Shemot 2:4). And "to him that is near" means, as
you say, "to new gods that came from nearby" (Devarim 32:17).
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85. "From afar" (Yirmeyah 31:2), refers to the Upper Point in His Palace.
And the verse refers to it with the words, "You shall keep (Heb.
Tishmoru)" (Vayikra 19:30), where it is included within Shamor. "And My
sanctuary you shall fear" (Ibid.), refers to the Point in the center that
should be most greatly feared, as the penalty for transgression is death.
As it is written, "Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to

death" (Shemot 31:14). And who "profanes it?" Those who penetrate into
the (empty) space of the circle and the square - into the spot where that
Point is situated - and damage it. They "shall surely be put to death!" This
is why it is written, "You shall fear," and this Point is called "I." Where the
Most High and Concealed One, namely the Tetragrammaton (Ha-Va-Yah)
prevails. Thus, "I AM HASHEM" (VAYIKRA 19:30), and all is One.

86. They said to him: Who has put you here to be a donkey driver? He
replied: The letter Yud waged war against the two letters, Caf and
Samech, TO COME and join me. The letter Caf did not want to leave ITS
PLACE and join me because it can only be at rest in THE CHAIR, OR
[VGC1]"THRONE" (PAR. 31). And the Samech did not want to leave ITS
PLACE, because it has to support those who fall (PAR. 28). And without
the Samech, they cannot survive!

87. He continued: The letter Yud alone came over to me, kissed me,
embraced me, and wept together with me. It said to me, My son, what
shall | do with you? | am leaving you to load myself with a plenitude of
good things and of precious, sublime and secretive letters. And then |
shall return to you and help you. | shall bring you the possessions of two
letters that are much higher than those that have left you. These are the
letters Yud and Shin, the superior Yud together with the superior Shin.
AND THEY shall become your treasure, full of all riches. So for this
purpose, my son, go and drive the donkeys. And this is why | am still
doing so!

88. Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Aba rejoiced. They also wept and said to him,
Come, you shall ride on the donkey and we shall walk along behind you.
IN OTHER WORDS, HE SHOULD RIDE ON THE DONKEY, AND THEY
SHOULD DRIVE IT. He said to them, have | not told you that his is the
command of the King, until the donkey driver appears! THIS REFERS TO
KING MASHIACH, WHO IS DESCRIBED BY THE WORDS, "POOR AND
RIDING ON A DONKEY." They said to him, Until now you have not given
us your name. And where do you live? He told them, Where | live is a
good place and very precious to me. It is a tower - a very highly exalted
tower - that 'floats on air.' And those who live in this tower are the Holy
One, blessed be He, and one poor man! But | have been exiled from
there, and came to drive the donkeys. Rabbi Aba and Rabbi Elazar
looked at him, and his words tasted as sweet as the manna and honey to
them. They said to him, If you tell us the name of your father, we will kiss
the earth under your feet! He responded, Why? What for? It is not my
habit to take pride in the study of the Torah.
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89. He continued, but the place where my father lives is in the Great
Ocean. And he was a fish that swam from one end of the Great Ocean to
the other. And he was mighty and noble, a venerable figure who became
wise 'with the years,' and was able to swallow up all the other fish in the
sea. Then later he released them full of life and all the good of the world.
And with his might, he was able to cross over the entire Ocean in an
instant. And he released me, like an arrow in the hand of a valiant man,
and hid me in that place that | told you about - NAMELY THE TOWER
THAT FLOATS ON AIR - while he returned to his home and disappeared
in the Ocean.

90. Rabbi Elazar examined his words and then said to him: You are the
son of the sacred Light! You are the son of Rabbi Hamnuna Saba the
venerable! You are the son of the Light of the Torah! And you drive our
donkeys for us! They both wept and kissed him, then continued their
journey. AND AGAIN they asked him: May it please our Master to tell us
his name?

91. He began with the verse, "And Benayahu Ben (the son of)
Yehoyada" (Il Shmuel 23:20). This verse has been explained, and
explained well! But it came to show us the sublime secrets of the Torah.
SO THE NAME Benayahu Ben Yehoyada has been mentioned AS
REFERRING TO the secret of Wisdom. It is a clue to something deep and
concealed, and the name caused it. "Ben Ish Chai (the son of a living
man)" applies to the Eternal Tzaddik. "Mighty of deeds" (Ibid.) means that
he is the Master of all actions and of all the hosts on high, because they
all come from him. He IS CALLED "Hashem of Hosts" BECAUSE HE IS
the symbol (lit. 'the letter or sign') of all His hosts and is distinguished as
he stands high above them all.
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92. "Mighty of deeds" is Mekabez-El (Il Shmuel 23:20). So where did this
great and precious tree, which is greater than all, come from? From which
grade? The verse repeatedly states, "Mekabetz-El," which is a high and
concealed grade that "the eye has not seen;" it includes everything. And it
gathers everything it receives from the Supernal Light, and from it
everything goes forth.

93. And this is the Sacred Concealed Temple, into which all the grades
are gathered and concealed. The space (the body) of this Temple is
where all the worlds are gathered and all the Holy Hosts sustain and
replenish their existence.

94. "He slew two Generals of Moab" (Il Shmuel 23:20). Two Holy Temples
existed and were sustained on his account: The first Holy Temple and the
second. However, as he disappeared, the flow of energy from above
stopped. SO, SEEMINGLY, it is as if he "slew," destroyed, and ended
them.

95. And the Holy Throne (CHAIR), WHICH IS MALCHUT, collapsed. As it
is written, "As | was in exile" (Yechezkel 1:1). THIS MEANS that a certain
grade, which is called | (Ani, which is formed by the letters Aleph, Nun,
and Yud), WHICH IS MALCHUT, was in exile. Where? "By the river of
Cvar" (Yechezkel 1:1). THIS MEANS by the river that had sprouted and
flowed from Cvar (already), or in other words, by the river that had already
sprouted and flowed, BUT NOW, BECAUSE all its waters and fountains
have dried up, does not flow as before. Therefore it is written, "and the
river is destroyed and dries up" (lyov 14:11). It "was destroyed" at the first
Holy Temple and "dries up" at the second. For this reason, IT IS
WRITTEN: "He slew two Generals of Moab." Moab IS FORMED BY THE
WORDS Mo (From) and Ab (Father), or from our Father in Heaven. And
both Temples were destroyed because of Him, as all the Lights that
shone upon Yisrael were now darkened.

96. Further, "He went down and slew a lion" (Il Shmuel 23:20). In early
days, when this river's waters flowed downward, the Israelites were in a
state of "Perfection," because they offered their offerings and sacrifices to
atone for their sins and purify their souls. Then, from above, the image of
a lion descended. They saw it on the altar, as it crouched on its prey,
consuming it like a brave and mighty man. And all the dogs, THAT IS THE
PROSECUTORS, hid from it and did not come out TO ACCUSE!
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97. The sins caused him to go down to the lower levels and slay the lion.
BECAUSE the lion refused to give up its prey as before! THIS IS AS
THOUGH he killed it' THEREFORE, assuredly, "He slew the lion." "In the
midst of a pit" (Il Shmuel 23:20) in front of the eyes of the Other Evil Side.
And because the Other Side saw this, it gained courage and sent a dog to
eat the offerings, ABOVE THE ALTAR, INSTEAD OF THE LION. And
what is the name of that lion? Oriel, IS ITS NAME, as he had the face of a
lion. And what is the name of that dog? Baladan is its name, BECAUSE
BALADAN IS FORMED BY THE SAME LETTERS AS THE WORDS BAL
(NOT) AND ADAM (MAN), WITH THE FINAL MEM EXCHANGED FOR A
NUN. And He is not a human being, but a dog with the face of a dog.

98. "In a day of snow" (Il Shmuel 23:20) DESCRIBES the day when the
sins caused the sentence (judgment) to be pronounced by the Court (Bet
Din) on high. Therefore, it is written, "She is not afraid of the

snow" (Mishlei 31:21), which symbolizes the judgment on high, WHICH IS
CALLED THE SNOW. Why IS SHE NOT AFRAID? Because all Her
household are clothed with scarlet (Ibid.). THIS IS HOW She can endure
the strong fire. Up to this point, the secret of the verse is not revealed.

99. What is written next? "And he slew the Egyptian, a man of good
appearance" (Il Shmuel 23:21). Here the secret of the verse is revealed to
let us know that every time Yisrael sinned, He went away and prevented
them from receiving all the blessings and all the Lights that shone upon
them. He slew the Egyptian. This is the Light, THAT IS, the same Light
that shone upon Yisrael. And who is he? HE IS Moshe. As he is described
in the verse, "And they said a Egypt man delivered us" (Shemot 2:19).
Because he was born and grew up IN EGYPT until he rose to reach the
Supernal Light.

100. "A man of good appearance” (Il Shmuel 23:21). This is, as it is
written, "clearly and not in riddles" (Bemidbar 12:8). "A man" (Heb. Ish), is,
as it is written, "the man (Ish) of Elohim" (Devarim 33:1). This is the
husband of that "appearance" that reveals the glory of Hashem AND
REFERS TO MALCHUT. Because he earned the right to lead this grade
over the land, as he wished, a feat that no other man had achieved.

101. "And the Egyptian had a spear in his hand" (Il Shmuel 23:21). This
refers to the rod of Elohim that was delivered into his hand. As it is written,
"With the rod of Hashem in my hand" (Shemot 17:9). And this is the same
rod that was created at the twilight of the Shabbat eve and was engraved
with the Holy Name by a Divine Shaping. And with this ROD Moshe
committed the sin of smiting the rock, as is written, "And he smote the
rock with his rod twice" (Bemidbar 20:11). The Holy One, blessed be He,
said to him: "Moshe, | have not given you My rod for this purpose; by thy
life, from henceforward, it will not be in thy hands any more."
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102. Immediately, "he went down to him with a staff" (Il Shmuel 23:21),
SIGNIFYING the harsh judgment (Heb. Din), "and plucked the spear out
of the hand of the Egyptian” (Ibid.). From that moment onward, he lost
THE ROD, WHICH IS THE SPEAR, and could never regain it. "And slew
him with his own spear” (Ibid.) MEANS THAT because of the sin of
smiting THE ROCK with the rod, he died and did not enter the Holy Land,
thereby causing this Light to be withheld from Yisrael.

103. "He was more honorable than the thirty" (Il Shmuel 23:23) refers to
the thirty celestial years that he took from above and brought down below.
And from them he took and became closer, "but he attained not to the first
three" (Ibid.). They came over to him and offered themselves to him with a
gracious heart, but he did not go over to them.

104. Even though he did not join them and was not included in the count,
"David set him over his guard" (Il Shmuel 23:23) and was never separated
from the tablets on his heart, because they can never be separated. David
gave his heart to him, but he did not GIVE HIS HEART to David. Because
by the hymns and praises together with the grace that the moon shows for
the sun, She (the moon) draws HIM (the sun) to reside with Her. This is
what the verse, "And David set him over his guard," means.

105. Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Aba fell down ON THEIR FACES in front of
him. And as they fell, he disappeared. Then they rose and looked all
around but could not see him. So they sat down, began to weep, and
could not speak to each other. After a while, Rabbi Aba said, This must be
related to what we have learned. When righteous people go on a journey
and occupy themselves in the study of the Torah, they are visited by
righteous souls from that other world, WHO REVEAL TO THEM NEW
EXPLANATIONS OF THE TORAH. So this surely must BE THE REASON
WHY Rabbi Hamnuna Saba came to us from that world - to reveal these
teachings to us. And before we were able to recognize who he was, he
went off and disappeared.

They stood up and tried to lead their donkeys on, but the donkeys did not
move. AGAIN they tried to lead them on, but still they did not move. Fear
struck them both, and they left the donkeys in their place. And even now,
that site is called the "place of the donkeys."

106. Rabbi Elazar said, "Oh, how great is Your goodness, which You
have laid up for those who fear You" (Tehilim 31:20). How great is the
heavenly abundance that the Holy One, blessed be He, shall bestow on
human beings; to those sin-fearing, divine, and righteous men who learn
the Torah as they arrive at the world to come. It is not only written, "Your
goodness," but also "how great is Your goodness." And who is He? THIS
REFERS TO "the memory of Your goodness" (Tehilim 145:7), which is the
pleasure of life that is drawn from the world to come down to the
"Livelihood of the Worlds." This IS CALLED "the memory of Thy
goodness," which is certainly "the great goodness toward the house of
Yisrael" (Yeshayah 63:7).
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107. Further "How (Heb. Mah) great is Your goodness" (Tehilim 31:20)
SHOULD BE FURTHER EXPLAINED. In these words, the secret of
Wisdom is engraved. It is the place where all the secrets are included,
BECAUSE the word how (Mah) MEANS according to what we have
learned (Par. 19). "Great" refers to a great and strong tree, WHICH IS
ZEIR-ANPIN. Because there is another tree, which is smaller than this
one (REFERRING TO MALCHUT), this one, ZEIR-ANPIN, is referred to
as great and rises up to the highest of the heavens.

108. "Goodness" (Tehilim 31:20) is the Light that was created on the first
day OF THE ACT OF CREATION, "which You have laid up for those who
fear You" (Ibid.). BECAUSE He hid it as a treasure for the righteous in the
world to come, "which You have created," this alludes to the upper
Garden of Eden (Paradise), as it is written, "In the place, Hashem, which
You have created for Yourself to dwell in" (Shemot 15:17). This is what
the words "which You have created" signify.

109. "In the presence of the Sons of Men (human beings)" (Tehilim
31:20). This is the lower Garden of Eden, where all the righteous stand
with the Spirit (Heb. Ruach), which is clothed in a precious garment, IN
THE SAME way and form that they appeared in this world. Thus, the
phrase "in the presence of the Sons of Men" means in the same form as
human beings that live in this world. And they stand there and then rise up
in the air, ascending to the Celestial Academy in the upper Garden of
Eden. They float around THERE and bathe in the dew of the rivers of pure
balsam. Then they come down and dwell below IN THE LOWER
GARDEN OF EDEN.

110. And sometimes THESE RIGHTEOUS SOULS appear "in the
presence of the Sons of Man" (Tehilim 31:20) to perform miracles for
them, just as the angels of above do. And this is exactly like the Light of
the Supernal Shining Light that we have just seen. But we did not have
the merit of seeing deeper into the secrets of Wisdom and attaining
greater knowledge.

111. Rabbi Aba opened the discussion, saying: "And Manoach said to his
wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen Elohim" (Shoftim 13:22).
Even though Manoach was not aware of his actions, AS IT IS WRITTEN,
"FOR MANOACH KNEW NOT THAT HE WAS THE ANGEL OF
ELOHIM" (SHOFTIM 12:16), he still said, as it is written, "For man shall
not see Me and live" (Shemot 33:20). We have certainly seen Him, and
therefore we shall certainly die. Yet, we who have seen and have had the
privilege of seeing that Light that accompanied us shall NEVERTHELESS
stay alive, because the Holy One, blessed be He, sent him to us, to teach
us the secrets of the Wisdom that he chose to reveal . How happy is our
lot!

112. They went along and reached a mountain just as the sun was about
to set. The branches of the trees on the mountain started to rustle and
sing. While they were still walking they heard a strong voice calling out,
Holy sons of Elohim, you who are scattered among those who live in this
world, those Shining Lights who are the Yeshiva Scholars, gather around
and come to your places so that you may enjoy yourselves with your
Master in the study of the Torah. They were frightened AND REMAINED
standing in their places. Then they sat down.
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113. In the meantime, a voice came forth as before, and said, O, mighty
rocks, exalted hammers, here comes the Master of colors, embroidered
with paintings, standing upon a pillar. Enter and be assembled. At this
moment, they heard the great and mighty "voice" of the tree branches,
which were saying, "The voice of Hashem breaks the cedars" (Tehilim
29:5). Both Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Aba fell down on their faces, and a
great fear overcame them. They rose hastily and went away, after which
they ceased to hear anything. They left (lit. 'came out of') the mountain
and kept on going.

114. As they reached the house of Rabbi Yosi, the son of Rabbi Shimon,
who was the son of Lakunya, they met Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai. He was
glad and said to them, you have certainly journeyed through a path of
heavenly miracles and wonders. Because as | was sleeping, | saw you
together with Benayahu Ben Yehoyada, who sent to you in the hands of
an old man two crowns with which to adorn yourselves. So certainly, the
Holy One, blessed be He, was on this path. Furthermore, | see that your
faces have changed. Rabbi Yosi said, You have said well, that a Wise
Man (sage) is preferable to a prophet. Rabbi Elazar came and bowed
before Rabbi Shimon and told him the story.

115. Rabbi Shimon felt fear coming over him and wept. Then he said,
"Hashem, | have heard a report of You, and | am afraid" (Chavakuk 3:2).
Chavakuk had said this phrase when he saw his death and his
resurrection by Elisha approaching. Why was he called Chavakuk?
Because, as it is written, "About this time in the coming year you shall
embrace (Heb. Chovek-et) a son" (Il Melachim 4:16). So Chavakuk was
the son of the Shunammite. And there were two embracings: one from his
mother and one from Elisha, as it is written, "and he put his mouth upon
his mouth” (Il Melachim 4:34).

116. | have found in the book of King Solomon that the engraved Name
that consists of 72 names was engraved on CHAVAKUK BY ELISHA.
AND EACH WORD CONSISTS OF THREE LETTERS (AS EXPLAINED
IN ZOHAR, BESHALACH, PAR. 173). Because the letters of the alphabet
that his father engraved on him from the beginning flew away as he died.
And now, when Elisha embraced him, he engraved on him all these
letters of the 72 names. Therefore the engraved letters of the 72 names,
EACH OF WHICH HAS THREE LETTERS, comprises a total of 216
letters.
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117. And all of these 216 letters that form the 72 names were engraved
by Elisha in the spirit OF CHAVAKUK to bring him back to life. And he
called him CHAVAKUK, A name that completes AND SIGNIFIES all the
sides (directions), because it completes AND SIGNIFIES two embracings,
as mentioned previously. It also completes AND SIGNIFIES the secret of
the 216 letters of the Holy Name. BECAUSE THE NUMERICAL VALUE
OF CHAVAKUK IN HEBREW ADDS UP TO 216, FROM WHICH THE 72
NAMES WERE CREATED. SO BY THE 72 compartments (names) he
revived him and brought his spirit back. AND BY THE 216 letters, he
revived his body and bodily functions. This is why he is called Chavakuk.

118. And he said, "Hashem, | have heard a report of You, and | am
afraid" (Chavakuk 3:2). WHICH MEANS THAT | have heard or | have
received a report of what | went through and have therefore had a taste of
what that other world is like, and "I am afraid." THIS REFERS TO THE
TIME BETWEEN HIS DEATH AND HIS RESURRECTION BY ELISHA.
He started to ask for mercy on his soul by saying, "Hashem, revive your
work" (this is a reference to his soul) "that You have performed for me in
the midst of the years" (Ibid.). THIS MEANS 'MAY THIS BE MY LIFE,
BECAUSE THE TERM "revive" IS CONNECTED to his life. And whoever
is connected to those primordial years, WHICH ARE THE SFIROT OF
ATIK-YOMIN, has life connected to him. The phrase, "in the midst of the
years make known," means to bestow life upon that grade that has no life
at all of its own, WHICH IS MALCHUT OF MALCHUT.

119. Rabbi Shimon wept as he said: Even | have feared the Holy One,
blessed be He, from what | have heard. He raised his hands to his head
and said, You had the privilege of seeing Rabbi Hamnuna Saba, the
Shining Light of the Torah, face to face, while | have not. He then fell face
downward and saw him uprooting mountains and lighting candles in the
temple of King Mashiach. He said to him, My Master in that world you
shall both be neighbors of the heads of the Yeshivot (Academies), before
the Holy One, blessed be He. From that day ONWARD, he called Rabbi
Elazar his son, and Rabbi Aba "Pni-el." As it is written: "For | have seen
Elohim face to face" (Beresheet 32:31).

13. The two points

The Zohar explains the concept of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. Within everything in our world, there exist positive and negative aspects. Reading
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this section gives us the ability to connect to the positive side of existence, while at the same time it shields us from negative elements.

120. In the beginning: Beresheet. Rabbi Chiya opened the discussion with
the verse, "The beginning of Wisdom is the Fear of Hashem, good
understanding to all who do His commandments, His praise endures
forever" (Tehilim 111:10). Of the phrase, "the beginning of Wisdom," HE
ASKS: SHOULD this verse have read 'the end of Wisdom is the Fear of
Hashem,' because the fear of Hashem IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT,
which is at the end of Chochmah! AND HE REPLIES: She, the
MALCHUT, is the beginning or the first stage that opens the entrance to
the level of the Supernal Chochmah (Wisdom). So it is written, "Open to
me the gates of righteousness"” (Ibid. 118:19-20). REFERRING TO THE
GATES OF MALCHUT THAT ARE CALLED RIGHTEOUSNESS
(JUSTICE), "this is the gate to Hashem" (lbid.). Assuredly, if he does not
enter this gate, he shall never reach the Supernal King, because He is
exalted, hidden, and concealed, and has made gates for Himself, one
behind the other.
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121. At the end of all those gates, He set up a gate with many locks,
many openings, and many chambers (lit. 'Temples') one on top of the
other. He said, "Whoever wants to reach Me must first pass through this
gate. Whoever enters THROUGH this gate, may enter!" The same applies
here, as the first gate to Supernal Wisdom is the "Fear of

Hashem," (Tehilim 111:10) WHICH IS MALCHUT. This is why IT IS
CALLED 'The Beginning.'

122. The letter Bet IN THE WORD BERESHEET INDICATES two points
that are joined together in MALCHUT. And of these two Points, one is
concealed and treasured, while the other is revealed and out in the open.
But because they are not separated, they are called 'The Beginning' (Heb.
Resheet), WHICH MEANS ONLY one and not two. Whoever takes one.
takes the other as well, and all is One; because "He and His Name are
One," as it is written, "that men may know that You are by Yourself alone
whose name is Hashem." (Tehilim 83:19).

123. Why is MALCHUT called the "Fear of Hashem?" (Tehilim 111:10).
Because THE MALCHUT is the 'Tree of Good and Bad': If a person is
deserving, then it is good; but if he is not deserving, then it is bad. This is
why fear abides in that place. And She is the gate through which all
goodness of the world passes. Because 'all goodness' is related to those
two gates, NAMELY TO THOSE TWO POINTS, which are as one. Rabbi
Yosi said, 'All goodness' refers to the Tree of Life, which is entirely good,; it
has no bad at all. And because no evil prevails there, it is all good with no
bad!

124. "All they who do His commandments" (Tehilim 111:10). These are
"the sure kindnesses promised to David" (Yeshayah 55:3), the supporters
of the Torah. And those who support the Torah are those who seemingly
make it. So all those who occupy themselves with the Torah need not
work, as they delve into its study, while those who support it have to work.
And because of this, the verse "His praise endures forever" (Tehilim
111:10) Becomes TRUE TO LIFE, and the Throne is properly established.
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14. The night of the bride

The Zohar examines the holiday of Shavout, when the presence of the Creator enjoins Itself completely to our physical world. Shavout connects us to the
original revelation of Light that occurred on Mount Sinai. The union between the presence of God [The Light or Shechinah] and the physical world produced
total perfection. The Light on Sinai radiated with such intensity that it banished the dark forces of death and decay, and the Israelites experienced true
immortality. Likewise, the forces transmitted through the Aramaic text of the Zohar arouse the spiritual energy of immortality, and remove the power of death
from our lives. The Kabbalists reveal a secret concerning the force called Death: it not only strikes and affects the physical body, but it is also the unseen
motivating force responsible for the demise of relationships, prosperity, and happiness in any form.



125. Rabbi Shimon was sitting and studying the Torah on the night when
the Bride, WHO IS MALCHUT, was to be joined with Her husband! For we
have learned that all the friends who are the attendants of the bridal
chamber should remain with the Bride all that night. On the morrow,
WHICH IS THE FEAST OF SHAVUOT (PENTECOST), the Bride to be is
prepared for the matrimonial service and to be wed to Her husband.
During this night, the attendants rejoice with Her as she prepares her
adornments (Heb. Tikunim). THIS REFERS TO the study of the Torah,
and from the study of the Torah to the Prophets, and from the Prophets to
the Holy Writings (Hagiographa), and then to the expositions of the
scriptures and to the inner secrets of Wisdom. Because these are Her
preparations and Her adornments. And She, THE BRIDE, approaches her
bridesmaids and sets Herself over their heads. She is prepared (attended
to) by them and rejoices with them all night. The day after, IN THE
MORNING OF SHAVUQOT, she does not enter under the canopy without
them. So THOSE FRIENDS, WHO STUDIED THE TORAH ALL NIGHT
LONG, are called the "canopy attendants" (lit. 'sons of the canopy'). As
she approaches the canopy, the Holy One, blessed be He, inquires after
them, blesses them, and crowns them with the Bridal Crowns. How happy
is their role!

126. And Rabbi Shimon and all the friends were chanting the songs of the
Torah. Every one of them brought forth a new discovery about the Torah,
and Rabbi Shimon was rejoicing together with all his friends. Rabbi
Shimon said to them, My sons, how happy is your lot, because tomorrow,
the Bride shall not approach the bridal canopy without you. Because all
those who prepare the adornments of the Bride during this night and
rejoice with Her shall all be written and registered in the Book of
Remembrance. And the Holy One, blessed be He, blesses them with 70
blessings and crowns from the upper world.

127. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion by saying, "The heavens
declare the glory of EI" (Tehilim 19:2). | have already explained this verse,
but will again. When the Bride awakens on the morning of the following
day to enter under the bridal canopy, she appears, shining with all Her
ornaments, together with the friends (attendants) who rejoiced with Her
the previous night. She, in turn, rejoices with them now.

128. On the following day, how many crowds, hosts, and camps gather
around her. While she and all the others; ALL THESE HOSTS AND
CAMPS wait for each and every one of those who prepared her, BY
STUDYING THE TORAH during the night. Upon seeing them - ZEIR-
ANPIN AND MALCHUT - joined together, and watching her, THE
MALCHUT, see her husband, ZEIR-ANPIN, the scriptures say, "The
heavens declare the glory of EI" (Tehilim 19:2). "The heavens" refers to
the Bridegroom who enters under the bridal canopy, WHO IS ZEIR-
ANPIN AND IS CALLED THE HEAVENS; "declare" (Heb. Meh-sah-
preem) means that they shine like the radiance of a sapphire (Heb. Sah-
peer), which sparkles and radiates from one end of the universe to the
other.
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129. "The glory of EI" (Tehilim 19:2) is the Bride, I.E., MALCHUT, which is
called El. As it is written, "and El who has indignation (righteous anger)
every day" (Tehilim 7:12). During all the days of the year, She is called El,
but now, IN THE FEAST OF PENTECOST (SHAVUQT), after entering
under the Bridal Canopy, She is called "glory" and El, WHICH MEANS
glory upon glory, splendor upon splendor, and dominion upon dominion.

130. And then, the instant the heavens, WHO ARE ZEIR-ANPIN, enter
under the bridal canopy and begin to shine upon Her, all those friends
who prepared Her, BY STUDYING THE TORAH ALL NIGHT, are
recognized and known by their names. As it is written, "and the firmament
proclaims his handiwork" (Tehilim 19:2). "His handiwork" refers to those
who own the sign (letter) of the covenant, who are called his handiwork.
As it is written, "and established the work of our hands upon us" (Tehilim
90:17), which is the sign of the covenant marked on man's flesh (the
circumcision).

131. Rabbi Hamnuna Saba then quoted, "Do not let your mouth cause
your flesh to sin" (Kohelet 5:5). THIS MEANS THAT a person should not
allow his mouth to be the cause of bringing upon himself evil thoughts,
thereby bringing sin to the sacred flesh where the Holy Covenant
(circumcision) is marked. Because if he does so he shall be dragged into
perdition. He who is in charge of this Netherworld is called Dumah. And
together with many tens of thousands of Destructive Angels, they all stand
at the opening (gates) of this inferno. But he has no permission to touch
all those who have preserved (took care of) the Holy Covenant in this
world.

132. King David, after what happened to him with Batsheva, was very
fearful. Because at that time, Dumah ascended to the Holy One, blessed
be He, stood before Him, and said, O Master of the universe, in the Torah
it says of "the man that commits adultery with another man's wife [that]...
the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death” (Vayikra
20:10). Furthermore, it is written, "Moreover, you shall not lie carnally with
your neighbor's wife to defile yourself with her" (Ibid.18:20). So what is to
become of David, who has profaned the Holy Covenant by desecrating
his Brit (genital organ) by committing incest? The Holy One, blessed be
He, said to him, "David is righteous! And the Holy Covenant remains
intact, because it is known to Me that Bat-Sheva was assigned to him
since the day the world was created.

133. DUMAH said to Him (Hashem), If this is known to you, it is not known
to him (David). He, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, SAID TO HIM,
'Not only that, but all that happened was permitted and done lawfully.
Because every person that went to war did not leave until he had given a
bill of divorce to his wife!' He said to Him, If this is so, he should then have
waited for three months, which he did not! He replied: When is this
applied? Only in cases where we suspect that she might be pregnant!
And it is known to me for certain that Uriyah never touched her. Because
My name is sealed in him as a witness. For it is written 'Uriyah," WHICH
CONSISTS OF THE LETTERS Uri and Yah. And it can also be written
Uriyahu (pron. Uree-Yahu), WHICH IS FORMED BY THE LETTERS UR,
YUD, HEI AND VAV 'To show that he is sealed by My Name AS A
WITNESS (who testifies) that he never had intercourse with her.'
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134. Dumah said to Him, Master of the universe, this is exactly what |
have said! If it is known to You that Uriyah never slept with her, it is not
known to him. Therefore, he should have waited for three months. And
furthermore, IF YOU CLAIM THAT DAVID knew that he had never slept
with her, then why did he send Uriyah home and command him to have
intercourse with his wife? Since it is written: "Go down to your house and
wash your feet!" (Il Shmuel 11:8).

135. He said to Dumah, 'He certainly did not know. So he waited more
than three months, as four months had passed.' Because we have
learned that on the twenty-fifth day of Nissan, David sent an
announcement for all arms to be gathered TO GO OUT TO WAR. And
they were with Yoav on the SEVENTH day of Sivan, as they went and
destroyed the land of the Sons of Amon. There they remained during the
months of Sivan, Tammuz, Av, and Elul. And on the twenty-fourth day of
Elul the event with Batsheva occurred. Then on Yom Kipur, the Day of
Atonement, the Holy One, blessed be He, forgave him for that sin. And
there are those who claim that on the seventh day of Adar the
announcement was sent, and all arms were gathered on the fifteenth day
of lyar. So what happened with Batsheva occurred on the fifteenth day of
Elul. While on Yom Kipur, he received the message "Hashem also has put
away your sin; you shall not die" (Il Shmuel 12:13). What is the meaning
of "you shall not die?" It means that he shall not die at the hand of Dumah.

136. Dumah said, Master of the Universe, | have one thing against him!
He opened his mouth and said, "as Hashem lives, the man that has done
this deserves to die" (Il Shmuel 12:5). So he has condemned himself to
death, and therefore | have the power over him TO BRING DEATH UPON
HIM. He said to Dumah, You have no permission TO BRING DEATH
UPON HIM, because he has already confessed in front of Me saying, 'l
have sinned against Hashem-' even though he did not sin. Although his
sin against Uriyah was IN KILLING HIM, | have written his punishment
and he has accepted it! Immediately Dumah returned to his place,
disappointed and with a broken spirit!

137. Concerning to this David said, "Unless Hashem had been my help,
my soul had almost dwelt in silence (Dumah)" (Tehilim 94:17). "Unless
Hashem had been my help" MEANS that had HE not become David's
supervisor and guarded him FROM THE ANGEL DUMAH, David's "soul
had almost dwelt in silence" (in the hands of Dumah). Why does he say
"had almost?" Because only the smallest distance, as narrow as a thin
thread separated him from the Other Side. So "almost dwelt in silence"
was the distance of a thin thread, THE DISTANCE REMAINING FOR
DUMAH TO DRAG HIM DOWN TO PERDITION!

138. Therefore, every person should be careful not to say what King
David said, because he will not be able to say to the ANGEL Dumah, "it
was an error" (Kohelet 5:6), as it was with King David. Because in David's
case, the Holy One, blessed be He, defeated (Dumabh) justifiably.
"Wherefore should Elohim be angry at your voice" (lbid.) refers to the
voice that said, "and destroy the work of your hands" (lbid.). This is the
sacred flesh, WHICH IS the Holy Brit that he damaged and corrupted, and
because of which he is to be dragged down to Gehenom by the angel
Dumah.
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139. And because of this, "the firmament proclaims his

handiwork" (Tehilim 19:2). These are the friends who have joined the
Bride, WHICH IS MALCHUT, BY STUDYING THE TORAH DURING THE
NIGHT OF SHAVUOT (Par. 130), together with those who are the
custodians of the sign of Her Covenant, AND WHO ARE CALLED "HIS
HANDIWORK." The firmament shows and registers each and every one
of them (as explained there). What is the firmament? It is where the sun,
moon, stars and constellations are located, and IT IS CALLED the Book
of Remembrance. It announces, registers, and inscribes them, so that
they can be the sons (residence) of His own palace (also: 'temple'), and
He can always fulfill their desires.

140. "Day to day utters speech” (Tehilim 19:3) is an allusion to the sacred
day that belongs to those supernal days of the King, REFERRING TO
THE SFIROT OF ZEIR-ANPIN THAT ARE CALLED "DAYS," that praise
the friends, WHO DELVED INTO THE STUDY OF THE TORAH DURING
THE NIGHT OF SHAVUOT. And they say to each other the same words
that are written, "Day to day utters" that same "speech," thereby praising
Him. The words "and night to night" refer to the levels that govern the
night, WHICH ARE THE SFIROT OF MALCHUT. They praise one another
with the knowledge that each RECEIVES from his friends. And by this
state of harmony and perfection, they become their friends and beloved
ones.

141. "There is no speech nor language" (Tehilim 19:4). THIS REFERS TO
the speech and language that belong to worldly matters that are neither
heard nor uttered before the Holy King, Who is not interested in hearing
them. But the words, "Their line is gone out through all the earth," (Ibid. 5)
MEAN that these words draw a line between the inhabitants of above and
the inhabitants of below. From THESE WORDS, the heavens are formed,
and from THESE WORDS and from that praise, the earth is molded. And
if you should say that these words wander around the world in one place,
THE VERSE STATES, "and their words to the end of the world" (Ibid.).

142. Because the heavens are formed by them, who resides there? He
repeated, "In them He set a tent for the sun" (Tehilim 19:5). That sacred
and holy sun, WHICH IS ZEIR-ANPIN, has made His habitation in them
and crowned Himself with them.

143. Because Zeir ANPIN resides among those heavens, and crowns
Himself with them, He "is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber
(bridal canopy)" (Tehilim 19:6). He is happy and runs along these
heavens. Then, He leaves them and enters into another tower at a
different place; this tower comes from the "end of the heavens" (Ibid. 7). It
certainly comes from the supernal world, which is the "extremity of the
heavens" above, namely BINAH, "and His circuit.” What is His circuit? It is
the "extremity of the heavens" down below, NAMELY MALCHUT. THIS is
the circuit of the year that revolves around all the "ends." It is attached to
the heavens and extends from there to this firmament.
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144. "And there is nothing hid from His heat" (Tehilim 19:7) to interpret.
There is nothing hid from His heat from that circuit, WHICH IS THE
CIRCUIT OF THE YEAR (AS MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY), or from the
circuit of the sun that revolves in all directions. "And there is nothing
hidden from His heat" means that there is no one from all the supernal
levels who can hide from Him; everything revolves and comes to Him -
each and everything. Nothing can be hidden from Him. "From His heat"
can be interpreted as 'He heats up (gets angry) and returns to the
companions the instant they have reached full repentance.’ All this praise
and all this gratification is the result of their study of the Torah, as it is
written, "The Torah of Hashem is perfect" (Ibid. 8).

145. Hashem is mentioned here six times; there are also six verses from
"The heavens declare" until "The Torah of Hashem is perfect" (Tehilim 19:
2-8). And this is the secret of the verse, "In the beginning." The Hebrew
word (Beresheet) has six letters and the words "Elohim created the
heavens and the earth" contains six words when written in Hebrew ("Bara
Elohim Et Hashamayim Ve-et Ha-aretz"). The other verses (Tehilim 19:8-
11), beginning with "THE TORAH OF HASHEM IS PERFECT" AND
ENDING WITH "MORE TO BE DESIRED ARE THEY THAN GOLD" are
notable only for the six times that Hashem APPEARS IN THEM; THE SIX
VERSES THEMSELVES ARE NOT EXPOUNDED UPON. HOWEVER,
the six verses (Tehilim 19:2-8) from "THE HEAVENS DECLARE" TO
"THE TORAH OF HASHEM IS PERFECT" are equated with the six letters
in the WORD BERESHEET, while the six Names are equated with the six
words, WHICH ARE "BARA ELOHIM ET HASHAMAYIM VE-ET HA-
ARETZ" ("ELOHIM CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH").

146. As they were sitting, his son, Rabbi Elazar, and Rabbi Aba entered.
He said to them, Certainly the face of the Shechinah has come, and this is
why | have called YOU PANI-EL (FACE OF EL) (SEE PAR. 119). You
have seen the 'face' of the Shechinah 'face to face.' Now, because you
received the Knowledge that was revealed to you concerning the scripture
about Benayahu-Ben-Yehoyada, it is certainly a matter that belongs to
Atika Kadisha (The Holy Ancient), WHICH IS THE SECRET OF KETER
AND the scripture after it, which reads, "AND HE SLEW AN

EGYPTIAN" (I Divrei Hayamim 11:23). And he who is the most concealed,
WHO IS ATIKA KADISHA (THE HOLY ANCIENT), said this.

147. This verse, "AND HE SLEW AN EGYPTIAN" (I Divrei Hayamim
11:23.) IS EXPLAINED in another place AT A DIFFERENT LEVEL in this
way. He opened the discussion by saying, "And he slew an Egyptian, a
man of good stature, five cubits high" (I Divrei Hayamim 11:23), and all
are related to the same secret. This "Egyptian” is that one who is known
and IS DESCRIBED BY THE VERSE, "very great in the land of Egypt in
the eyes of the servants" (Shemot 11:3), as he is great and honored. This
is how the old man described him (Par. 99).

148. This scripture was studied in the Celestial Academy. "A man of good
stature” (I Divrei Hayamim 11:23). All is one, as "a goodly man" and "a
man of good stature" are both the same, because they represent the
measurement and the bounds (dimensions) of the SHABBAT. As it is
written, "And you shall measure from outside the city" (Bemidbar 35:5). It
is also written, "You shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in length, in
weight, or in measure" (Vayikra 19:35). Therefore, this is a man of good
stature (Heb. Middah, which can also be translated as measurement,
dimension, or attribute) who stretches out from one end of the world to the
other. And so was Adam (the first Man). And if you say, But it is written,
"five cubits?" (I Divrei Hayamim 11:23), remember that these five cubits
extended from one end of the world to the other!

MDIPM K7 IDIPN KT iNNmn 1N01 IR . 144
mb anoy PRI LRIDD B33 TNoNT RwnwT
inba W3 L pxby a1 Son mun oankT
3] nib am 0 53 mmab o pnen
aM ,DRONKT RAYWR inpm M 0N
Knby b3 N7 KNAW 53 .m9Y xnanna 15

amn ‘1 N7iR 2M37, KT ROIMIK (3,87

1R UIP MW T ORDT 2MD P MY 145
X7 K17 591 ,matan » nain 1y onbon o
nK DAbK K2 LNNE MY KT MWK 205
[PIMK IR LM NN KT PN NRY DIAw
mnx N ['-:: Wp M T Pt Mg Saph

JRITT AN MW 123 [T MY, RITT

137 AM2 YhR 137 5RY am T Y 146
7 5y 1NN KNPOW 1BIK IRTY ]S MK, NAK
RRYOW DIX MO KT ia% Kp7p SNenb
X727 139 D1 PAYT KPT KNWM DRI DN
RYMTp KPnyT apRT INm UM 13 mnT
AME K991 DINET KM ATNIRT KPR

MDD N7 KINAD KIAMIK IR 1R KIP WM 147
WA TN WK VAT WK DK NI KIM MK
RATT ¥R KT AR R RM KD maKa
1TaY WYa DrIyn paNa Ten iy, vTinnexe

X320 K37 9537 L KpN 27,

TR BN mnK KDY Kn2anna Kp IR L148
123 0 rr.':: T WA RN WK 0 KRB3
S5 YIma aniTmy 27 LRI NAY 1KY
Wik K7 931,703 bbuna '71!.: 1wyn Kb 2M
M2 WVR LTI WIR W AR AR T
137 [IWRIT 0K .ru:’::u '-'!:'-"-"D glty r-'.n':!.: ﬂ:nnn
wan K ..-:nn: wan :nn: 3y ,r-'.mn W1 .M

haih rm'::u 1BID 1Y rm'::u "BNDR TNAKD



149. "And in the Egyptian's hand was a spear, like a weaver's beam" (I
Divrei Hayamim 11:23). It is, as the Scriptures say, "a weaver's beam,"
referring to the divine rod (the rod of Hashem), which was in his hand and
upon which the divine ineffable Name was engraved by Betzal-el and his
Academy by the radiance of the letter combinations. And this is called
"weaving," as is written, "Them has He filled with wisdom of heart...of the
craftsman and of the embroiderer...and of the weaver" (Shemot 35:35).
And the engraved Name shone from within this rod in all directions by the
illumination of the wise men that engraved the ineffable Name in forty-two
ways. The rest of the passage from here onward IS similar to what HE,
the old (also: 'wise') man, has already explained. How happy is his lot!

150. Be seated, my dear ones. Be seated and let us renew the
preparations of the Bride for this night. Because whoever joins her, on this
night, shall be guarded above and below for all of the coming year and will
complete his year in peace. This is described in the verse, "The angel of
Hashem encamps round about them that fear Him, and He delivers them.
O taste and see that Hashem is good" (Tehilim 34:8-9).

151. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion by saying, "In the beginning
Elohim created" ("Beresheet Bara Elohim") (Beresheet 1:1). This verse
has to be examined carefully, because whoever claims that there is
another Divinity shall be wiped from the face of the world. As it is already
written, "Thus shall you say to them: The Deities who have not made the
heavens and the earth, they shall perish from the earth and from under
these heavens" (Yirmeyah 10:11), because there is no other Creator
besides the Holy One, blessed be He, Himself!

152. This verse (Yirmeyah 10:11) is written in Aramaic, with the exception
of the word Elo(him), which appears at the end of the verse. If you
suggest that it is because the Holy Angels do not listen or pay attention to
the translated form, REFERRING TO THE ARAMAIC LANGUAGE, and
are not familiar with it, THEN ON THE CONTRARY, this verse would have
been said in the holy language (Hebrew) so that the Holy Angels should
hear and pay attention IN ORDER that they approve of it. AND HE
REPLIES: This is certainly the reason why it is written in the translated
form (Aramaic), as the Holy Angels do not pay attention nor listen to it.
Thus they do not envy man nor do him evil. Because in this verse EVEN
the Holy Angels are included, as they are called Elohim AS WELL, and
are included in the term Elohim, and they have not created the heavens
and earth!
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15. The heavens and earth
The Zohar discusses particular forces and beings of darkness that dwell in lower worlds, and that often move within our midst. Much of the turbulence and
turmoil of life originates from these entities. The Zohar empowers us to banish not only darkness, but also the negative forces that give rise to it.



153. HE SAYS: THE VERSE READS, "and Arka," when it should have
read, 'and Arah?' AND HE EXPLAINS: Because "Arka" is one of the
seven territories down below. And in that place, the descendants of Kayin
live. BECAUSE after he had been banished from the face of the earth, he
went down there and begot children. And there he became confused and
lost all knowledge. And it is a double land that consists of darkness and
light.

154. And there are two ruling commissioners there, one that governs over
the darkness and one over the light. And they are hostile to each another.
When Kayin went down there, they joined one another and made peace.
And all realized that they were the descendants of Kayin. Therefore, they
have two heads, just like two shakes, except when the COMMISSIONER
who rules over the light rules over his, namely over the light, and over the
other, NAMELY THE COMMISSIONER OF THE DARKNESS.
Accordingly, those that belong to the darkness became included within
THOSE of the light; thus, they became as one.

155. These two commissioners are CALLED Afrira and Kestimon, and
their images are like the images of the Holy Angels with six wings. One
has the image of an ox, and the other the image of an eagle. And only
when they become united do they assume the image of man.

156. When they are enveloped with darkness, they change their forms
into a snake with two heads and move like a snake. They fly around in the
abyss and bathe in the Great Sea. And when they reach the chains of
Uzza and Aza-el, they irritate and arouse them. Then they leap into the
"mountains of darkness," thinking that the Holy One, blessed be He,
wishes to call upon them for judgment.

157. And these two commissioners swim in the Great Sea and fly off from
there. They then go at night to Na'amah, the mother of the demons, by
whom the first "Sons of Elohim" were misled (Beresheet 6:2). Although
they wish to go near her, she leaps away 6,000 parasangs. Then she
turns, CHANGING HER FORM into many different shapes in the eyes of
human beings, so that they may be led astray after her.

158. And these two commissioners fly off and wander around the entire
world. Then they return to their places. And they arouse the descendants
of Kayin, with a spirit of evil inclinations, to beget children.
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159. The heavens that govern there are not like OUR HEAVENS, and the
land bears neither seed nor fruit by their labor, AS DOES OURS. And the
SEEDS will not GROW again until many years and cycles have passed.
And these are DESCRIBED by THE WORDS, "The Divinities that have
not made the heavens and the earth, these shall perish from the

earth" (Yirmeyah 10:11) referring to the upper earth, which is called
'Tevel', so that they may not rule over it and not wander about in it, nor
cause human beings to be defiled by nocturnal emission. Therefore,
"these shall perish from the earth and from under these heavens" that
were created by the Name "Eloha" (SEE PAR. 14), as we have already
learned.

160. Thus, this verse is written in the translated (Aramaic) form in order
not to let the Holy Angels think that it is said about them - so that they will
not be hostile to us. Therefore, the secret of the WORD "Elohim (these),"
is as we have already stated. It is a holy word (a sacred Name) that is not
to be translated into Aramaic.

16. "As among all the wise men of the nations, there is none like you"
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The mighty spiritual powers of the Creator are often entrusted to the righteous. Thus, Elijah the Prophet and Elisha were given the power to resurrect the dead.
Elijah was given the power to stop and start the rain at will. Joshua was able to stop the sun. The secret revealed by the Zohar pertains to the will of the
Creator, and to His intention that we ourselves should have the power to generate miracles. The Kabbalists teach us that God does not perform miracles, only
man does. It is only our lack of spiritual knowledge of the supernal secrets that prevents us from performing miraculous deeds each day of our lives. Perhaps
the most powerful secret for overcoming the limits of nature involves our transformation beyond the tendencies of human nature. When we bring about a
miracle -- that is, a dramatic spiritual change -- within our inner character, the Upper Worlds mirror our actions. They direct supernal forces into our mundane
world, and wondrous acts are accomplished. Through the knowledge we are now acquiring by thoughtful meditation upon the Zohar, we draw the strength to

transform the fundamental nature of our being.

161. Rabbi Elazar said to him, There is a verse that reads, "Who would
not fear You, O King of the nations? For to You it is fitting"(Yirmeyah
10:7). What sort of praise is this? He, RABBI SHIMON, replies: Elazar my
son this verse has been said in many places. And certainly it is not so;
ITS MEANING IS NOT A SIMPLE EXPLANATION, because it is written,
"For among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms,
there is none like You" (Ibid.). And this is written as an excuse for the
sinners, FOR THOSE who think that the Holy One, blessed be He, is not
aware of their doubts and their thoughts. And because of this, their folly
should be announced in the open. Because once a philosopher of a
remote nation approached me, and said, You claim that your Deity
governs the entire heights of the heavens, and all the heavenly hosts and
legions are not able to approach Him, nor do they know His place. But
here, this verse does not add a lot to His honor. As it is written, "as among
all the wise men of the nations...there is none like You." What kind of a
comparison is this, to be compared with human beings who do not have
eternal existence?
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162. And furthermore, since you commented ON THE VERSE, "And there
arose not a prophet since in Yisrael like Moshe" (Devarim 34:10), that
only in Yisrael has there not arisen, as among the other nations of the
world, one like him. So | claim the same, that among all the wise men of
the nations...there is none like to him! But among the wise men of Yisrael
there is! And therefore, a Creator who has an equal among the wise men
of Yisrael is not an all-powerful Deity. Look closely into the verse, and you
shall see that | am precisely correct!

163. | said to him, what you have said is definitely correct, THAT AMONG
THE WISE MEN OF YISRAEL THERE IS AN EQUAL TO HIM, because
who raises the dead and brings them back to life? It is the Holy One,
blessed be He, alone! Yet Eliyahu and Elisha came and raised the dead
back to life. Who causes rain to fall? It is the Holy One, blessed be He,
alone! Yet Eliyahu came and prevented rain, then caused it to fall through
his prayer. Who made the heavens and the earth? It was the Holy One,
blessed be He, alone! Yet Avraham came and the heavens and the earth
were properly established, for his sake.

164. Who governs the sun? It is the Holy One, blessed be He, alone! Yet
Yehoshua came and silenced it, commanding it to stand still in its place -
and it stood still in silence. As it is written, "And the sun stood still and the
moon stayed" (Yehoshua 10:13). The Holy One, blessed be He, issues
decrees, yet Moshe as well issued a decree, and it was fulfilled.
Furthermore, the Holy One, blessed be He, issues decrees (and passes
sentences), while the righteous of Yisrael cancel them. As it is written:
"The Righteous rule over the fear of Elohim" (Il Shmuel 23:3). Even more
so, He, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, has commanded them to
walk along (literally) 'in His steps' and to be like Him in every way! The
philosopher then went to Kfar Shachalayim and became a proselyte. And
they called him Yosi Ha-Katan (‘(Humble Yosi'). He studied much and
joined the wise and pious men of that place.

165. We should have a closer look at this verse, now. It is written: "All the
nations are as nothing before Him" (Yeshayah 40:17). What is so special
about this? Rather, "Who would not fear You, O King of

nations?" (Yirmeyah 10:7) is He the King of the other nations, and not the
King of Yisrael?! The Holy One, blessed be He, wishes to be glorified by
Yisrael and be proud with them. Therefore, He is always called in relation
to the name of Yisrael, as is written, "Hashem of Yisrael," "Hashem of the
Hebrews" (Shemot 5:1-3). Also it is written: "Thus says Hashem, the King
of Yisrael" (Yeshayah 44:6) - the King of Yisrael explicitly! The other
nations of the world said, We have a different Guardian up in the
heavens, because your King governs over you alone, and not over us.
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166. Thus, this verse that reads: "Who would not fear You, O King of
Nations" (Yirmeyah 10:7), which means that He is a Supernal King, OVER
THEM, has dominion over them, punishes them and controls them, as He
wishes to "...for to you it is fitting to fear you above and below" (Yirmeyah
10:7) "For among all the wise men of the nations" (Ibid.) refers to the
governors and rulers UP ABOVE who govern them. "And in all their
kingdoms" (Ibid.) refers to the kingdom above. There are four ruling
kingdoms above, and they govern all the other nations according to the
desire of the HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE. And even with all this, they
are not able to accomplish even the tiniest deed without Him commanding
them. As it is written, "and He does according to His will in the host of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth" (Daniel 4:32). The "wise
men of the nations" are the governors and rulers of above, from whom the
Wisdom of the OTHER NATIONS is derived. "And in all their kingdoms"
refers to the aforementioned kingdom that rules OVER THEM. And this is
the explicit meaning of the verse.

167. But: "for among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their
kingdoms" (Yirmeyah 10:7). These words | found in the books of the
Ancients, so that even though they, the hosts and legions UP ABOVE,
were put in charge of worldly affairs and He ordered each one to fulfill his
mission, who can do it like You? Not one of them! Because You excel
over them all in Your ability and in Your deeds. And this is the meaning of
"There is none like You, Hashem" (Ibid.), who is the Holy Unknown, above
and below. Who can do what You do, or be what You are, in all the doings
of the Holy King up in the heavens, or down on earth?! So they "are all of
them vain, and the things they delight in do not help" (Yeshayah 44:9).
While of the Holy One, blessed be He, it is written, "In the beginning
Elohim created," (Beresheet 1:1-2) and about their kingdom, it is written,
"and the earth was without form and void" (Ibid).

168. Rabbi Shimon addressed his companions, saying, Members of this
wedding, let each of you adorn the bride with a certain decoration of his."
He said to Rabbi Elazar his son: Elazar present the bride with a gift! So
that on the following day, when He, ZEIR-ANPIN, enters under the bridal
canopy followed by the songs and praises that the members of the Bridal
Chamber offered her, you may stand before Him.

17. Who is this?
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During the night, as we sleep, negative forces attach themselves to our hands. Like magnets, our hands that attract these forces because they carry out
negative actions during our waking hours. They manifest the negative thoughts that reside in our hearts and minds. For this reason, one must never recite
prayers or blessings without first washing the hands. This section arouses positive, purifying energy, and enables us to use our hands genuine sharing and

other worthy deeds.



169. Rabbi Elazar opened the discussion by quoting, "Who is this coming
up out of the wilderness?" (Shir Hashirim 3:6). "Who is this" is the joining
of two systems of holiness, of the two worlds of BINAH AND MALCHUT,
into one firm bond. "Coming up out of the wilderness," means that it
actually "comes up" to become the Holy of Holies. Because "Who,"
WHICH IS BINAH, is the Holy of Holies and has joined "this," WHICH IS
MALCHUT, so that it, THE MALCHUT, becomes as a column of smoke
"coming up" to the Holy of Holies. "Out of the wilderness," means that She
inherits THIS [system] from out of the wilderness in order to become a
bride and enter the bridal canopy.

170. Furthermore she came out of the wilderness as it is written, "And
your speech (Heb. Midbarech) is comely" (Shir Hashirim 4:3), referring to
that utterance (Heb. Midbar) of the lips that "come up" (Heb. Olah) (Shir
Hashirim 3:6). BECAUSE THE (HEBREW) WORD MIDBAR IS DERIVED
FROM THE HEBREW WORD DIBUR (which refers to 'articulation’). And
we have learned why it is written in scripture, "these mighty Deities; these
are the Deities that smote the Egyptians with all manner of plagues in the
wilderness" (I Shmuel 4:8). But is it possible that all the Holy One, blessed
be He, brought about occurred only "in the wilderness?" Was it not (also)
in the place of habitation? But the phrase "in the wilderness" (Heb. Ba-
midbar) IS TO BE INTERPRETED by the power of the spoken word (Heb.
Be-Di-bur). As it is written, "and your speech is comely." It is also written,
"nor from the desert (Midbar) peaks (Tehilim 75:7). Similarly (the verse)
"coming up out of the wilderness" (derived from the equivalent Hebrew
word meaning "to speak") ( Shir Hashirim 3:6) means "from the word that
is uttered by the mouth," WHICH IS MALCHUT. She rises and enters
between the wings of the Mother, WHICH IS BINAH. Afterwards, by
articulation, she, THE MALCHUT, descends and rests upon the heads of
the leaders of the holy nation.

171. HE ASKS: How does She, MALCHUT, rise up by the uttered word?
AND HE REPLIES: Because when a person awakens in the morning - at
the time that he opens his eyes - he should at first praise and bless his
Master. How is he to make the blessing? This is what the pious ones did:
They prepared beside them a vessel of water, and when they awoke at
night, they washed their hands, rose up, and studied the Torah. And they
blessed on their Torah recitation as well! WHEN the cock crows and it is
exactly midnight, then the Holy One, blessed be He, joins the Righteous
in the Garden of Eden. It is forbidden to utter any blessing IN THE
MORNING with unclean hands, as it is at any time of the day.

172. Because when a person falls asleep, his spirit departs from him. And
when the spirit departs from him, the spirit of impurity comes forth,
SETTLES ON HIS HANDS, and defiles them. So it is forbidden to utter
any blessing without first washing one's HANDS. And if you might say, If it
is s0, then on a day when a person does not go to sleep and his spirit
does not depart from him, the spirit of impurity does not defile his hands;
NEVERTHELESS, when he enters the lavatory, he should not utter any
blessing nor read the Torah - not even one word - until he washes his
hands. And although you might say that it is because they are sullied, this
is not so! Because how did they become soiled?
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173. Woe to those human beings who are not aware of their Master's
honor and do not pay heed to His Majesty, and do not know the purpose
of this world. Because there is a certain spirit that dwells in every privy in
the world, a spirit that enjoys tarnishing and pollution, and immediately
settles on the fingers that belong to the hands of human beings.
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18. He who rejoices on festivals but does not share with the poor

If a person is joyous over his own lot in life but does not share any portion of it, great judgment can befall him. Moreover, sharing for purposes of recognition
and honor is worthless in the Upper Worlds. Genuine sharing involves self-sacrifice and giving of oneself beyond that which is comfortable. True generosity
occurs when the benefactor does not know to whom he gave, and the recipient does not know who has given unto him. Understanding this precept can greatly

enrich our appreciation for the importance of sharing, which is the most effective way to remove any judgments that hang over us.

174. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion by saying that he who rejoices
on festivals, but does not give his portion to the Holy One, blessed be He,
then that Evil Eye - Satan - shall hate and persecute him, and shall take
him out of this world. And he will bring many miseries upon miseries.

175. The role of the Holy One, blessed be He, is to make the poor happy,
according to his ability. Because on these days, DURING FESTIVALS,
the Holy One, blessed be He, comes to see all His broken vessels. He
comes to see them, but then realizes that they have nothing TO BE happy
about. And He weeps over them, before ascending back above, intending
to destroy the world.

176. The members of the Academy (Yeshivah) then stand before Him,
saying, Master of the Universe, You are called gracious and merciful. So,
apply Your mercy on Your children! He said to them: 'Have | not created
the world based upon love?' As it is written, "For | have said, the world is
built by Love" (Tehilim 89:3). So the whole universe is established upon it.
But if they do not LOVE THE POOR, THEN 'l SHALL DESTROY THE
WORLD.' The heavenly angels then say to Him, Master of the universe,
there is a certain person who has eaten and drunk to his fill and could
have been kind to the poor, but did not share with them anything! Then
the "Adversary" (Satan) comes and obtains permission to persecute that
person.

177. Whom do we have in the world greater than Avraham, who had
mercy on all living beings? Of the day that he prepared a feast, what is
written? "And the child grew, and was weaned. And Avraham made a
great feast on the day that Yitzchak was weaned" (Beresheet 21:8). So
Avraham prepared a feast and invited all the leaders and important
people of that generation to that feast. And we have learned that at every
banquet, the 'Adversary' wanders about, observing if each person first
dispenses charity to the poor. If there are any poor people in his house,
then he (the "Adversary") leaves that house and does not enter. But if not,
the '"ADVERSARY" enters that house. If he sees the merrymaking without
the poor and without having first dispensed charity to the poor, he
ascends above and brings accusations against him.
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178. Because Avraham convened (summoned) all the great leaders of
that generation, the 'Adversary' descended from the heavens and stood at
the door disguised as a poor man. And nobody paid any attention to him.
Avraham was attending the kings and the noble men. Sarah suckled all
their sons because they did not believe that she had born a child, but
rather claimed that YITZCHAK was a foundling whom they picked up from
the marketplace. This is why they brought their sons with them, so that
Sarah could take them and nurse them in front of their parents. As it is
written: "Who would have said to Avraham that Sarah would nurse
children?" (Beresheet 21:7). It should have been written, "WOULD
NURSE A CHILD?' Nevertheless, there is no doubt that it should be
‘children," REFERRING TO THE CHILDREN OF ALL THE GUESTS. And
that 'Adversary' was STANDING at the door. Sarah said: "Elohim has
made banter of me!" (Beresheet 21:6). So immediately the 'Adversary’
went up and stood before the Holy One, blessed be He, and said to Him,
"O Master of the Universe, You have said, 'Avraham is the one who loves
Me," and here he prepared a feast but did not give anything to You or to
the poor. He did not sacrifice even one pigeon for Your sake. And
furthermore, Sarah claims that You have mocked her!"

179. The Holy One, blessed be He, replied: 'Who in the world can be
compared to Avraham?' But the 'Adversary' did not leave the place until
he had spoiled the entire feast. So the Holy One, blessed be He, decreed
that Yitzchak should be given as an offering, and Sarah was destined to
die from anguish because of her son. All of this distress was caused
because he did not offer anything to the poor!

19. Torah and prayer
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The Zohar reveals that the study of Torah connects us to the Tree of Life reality, a realm of pure fulfilment and infinite spiritual Light. This Tree of Life

connection, which is achieved by learning Torah, radiates a powerful protective Light. This Light is instantly drawn into our lives at the moment we gaze upon

the Aramaic verses.

180. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion by quoting, in accordance with
what is written: "Then Chizkiyahu turned his face to the wall, and prayed
to Hashem" (Yeshayah 38:2). Come and see how powerful is the might of
the Torah, and how high it rises above all! Because whoever conducts his
life according to the Torah has no fear of those above or below, and
mishaps or illnesses of this world do not concern him. Through the Torah,
he is attached to the Tree of Life and learns from it every day.

181. The Torah teaches every person how to walk a straight path. It gives
advice how to repent and return to one's Master to cancel the decree
against him. Because even though a decree has been given not to cancel
the decree against him, it shall nevertheless be canceled and not be
applied to him anymore in this world. So for this purpose, man should
occupy himself in the study of the Torah day and night, and it should
always be in his mind. As it is written, "you shall meditate therein day and
night" (Yehoshua 1:8). So if his mind drifts away from the Torah - or he
abandons it - it is as though he abandons the Tree of Life.
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182. Come and see: Good advice for all people. When a person lies on
his bed at night and goes to sleep, he should wholeheartedly take upon
himself the yoke of complete subordination to the heavenly Kingdom, and
he should quickly prepare to return his entrusted soul to Him. Then he
shall be immediately spared from all bad diseases and evil spirits, and
they shall have no power over him.

183. And in the morning, as he rises from his bed, he should then praise
his Master, enter into His house, and bow in front of His sanctuary in great
awe. And afterward, he should recite his prayers. For he should take
advice from the holy Patriarchs, as it is written, "But as for me, | will come
into Your house in the multitude of Your love; and in the fear of You, | will
bow down toward Your holy temple" (Tehilim 5:8).

184. This verse has been explained as follows. A person should not enter
the synagogue unless he first consulted, |.E., RECEIVED PERMISSION
FROM, Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. Because they have prepared
and instituted the prayer to the Holy One, blessed be He. As it is written, "I
will come into Your house in the multitude of Your love" (Tehilim 5:8)
refers to Avraham, WHO IS CHESED; "I will bow down towards Your holy
temple" refers to Yitzchak; because from Yitzchak MALCHUT IS CALLED
A TEMPLE; "in the fear of You" refers to Ya'akov, WHO IS THE SECRET
OF TIFERET THAT IS ALSO CALLED FEARSOME. Therefore, he should
include himself with them and then enter the synagogue and recite his
prayers. Then the scripture reads, "And He said to me, you are My
servant, Yisrael, in whom | will be glorified" (Yeshayah 49:3).

20. Rabbi Shimon's departure from the cave
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The Zohar recounts the final day that Rabbi Shimon and his son Rabbi Elazar spent in the cave where Rabbi Shimon had buried himself neck deep in the

ground for 13 years, during his learning of the Zohar. Rabbi Shimon at last emerges from the cave, battered and decomposed. He credits his total disregard for

the comforts and desires of his body as the secret behind the revelation of the wisdom of the Zohar. By relating this passage to our own lives, we too can
arouse the will and self-control for overcoming destructive tendencies, which are rooted in the Desire to receive for the self alone.

185. Rabbi Pinchas frequently visited Rabbi Rachumai, who lived at the
shore of Lake Kinneret. He was a great man who was full of years and
had lost his eyesight. He said to Rabbi Pinchas, | have heard that our
friend Yochai has a jewel, a precious stone, NAMELY A SON. And | have
observed the light that shines from that jewel; and it shines like the
radiance of the sun as it emerges out from its sheath and illuminates the
whole world.

186. And that light extends from the heavens down to the earth, where it
brightens the whole world until the Ancient of Days (Atik-Yomin), WHO IS
KETER, appears and is properly seated upon the chair (or throne), THIS
REFERS TO THE END OF THE TIKUNE PROCESS. And this radiance is
contained entirely in your household, THAT IS IN YOUR DAUGHTER,
BECAUSE THE DAUGHTER OF RABBI PINCHAS WAS THE WIFE OF
RABBI SHIMON, THE SON OF YOCHAI. And from this effulgence that is
contained in your household, a tiny ray of light, THAT IS THE SON OF
HIS DAUGHTER, WHO IS RABBI ELAZAR, comes forth and brightens up
the whole world. How happy is your lot. Go my son, go! Go after that jewel
that shines and lights up all the world, as the hour is propitious for you.
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187. He took his leave from him and was about to enter a boat,
accompanied by two people. He saw two birds flying toward him over the
lake. He raised up his voice and said, Birds, O birds - you who fly over the
waters - have you seen the place, where the son of Yochai is? He waited
awhile and then said, Birds, O birds - Go and bring me back an answer!
They flew away; they flew away into the middle of the sea and
disappeared.

188. Before he went ON BOARD THE SHIP and departed, the two birds
appeared again. In the mouth of one of them was a letter informing him
that RABBI SHIMON, the son of Yochai, had left the cave together with
his son, Rabbi Elazar. RABBI PINCHAS went to meet him. He saw that he
had completely changed, and his body was full of scars and sores FROM
STAYING SO LONG IN THE CAVE. He wept together WITH HIM and
said, Woe, that | have seen you so! RABBI SHIMON REPLIED: O how
happy is my lot, that you have seen me so. Because had you not seen me
so "scarred," | would not have been so, THAT IS BEEN WHAT | AM!
Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion on the precepts of the Torah by
saying, The precepts of the Torah that were given to Yisrael by the Holy
One, blessed be He, are all written in the Torah in general.
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21. The precepts of the Torah

The Zohar embarks on a discussion that pertains to fourteen significant spiritual precepts:

(A) The first precept: To be in awe of the Creator

This is the first step in developing a true connection and attachment to the Light of the Creator. To violate this particular precept is to transgress all the precepts
of the Torah.

189. "In the beginning, Hashem created" ("Beresheet Bara Elohim"). This
is the first and foremost precept of all. And this precept is called "the fear
of the Hashem," which is called the "beginning." As it is written, "The Fear
of Hashem is the beginning of wisdom" (Tehilim 111:10); "The fear of
Hashem is the beginning of knowledge" (Mishlei 1:7). Because this fear
(or awe) is called the beginning. And it is the gateway through which one
enters the world of faith. So based on this precept, the whole world is able
to exist.

190. The fear is divided into three types. Two have no fundamental
sources and one is the actual source of fear. There is a person who fears
and respects the Holy One, blessed be He, so that his sons will live and
not die, or because he is afraid to be punished through his body or his
wealth. This person, therefore, is always afraid of Him. But we can see
that the fear he has of the Holy One, blessed be He, has no actual
source, THAT IS, IS NOT FUNDAMENTALLY GENUINE, BECAUSE HIS
OWN BENEFIT IS THE ROOT CAUSE (THE SOURCE OF HIS FEAR),
WHILE THE FEAR IS ONLY THE RESULT OF HIS CARING FOR HIS
OWN BENEFIT! And there is a person who fears the Holy One, blessed
be He, because he is afraid of the punishment that awaits him in the other
world, and the tortures of Gehenom. These two KINDS of fear, NAMELY
THE FEAR OF PUNISHMENT A PERSON RECEIVES IN THIS WORLD
AND THE FEAR OF THE PUNISHMENT IN THE WORLD TO COME, are
not the fundamentals of (actual) fear nor its genuine source!
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191. The fear that is (fundamentally) genuine occurs when a person fears
his Master because he is almighty and governs all; because He is the
main source and essence of all worlds. And everything that exists is as
nothing compared to Him. As it is written, "and all the inhabitants of the
earth are reputed as nothing" (Daniel 4:32) and a person should
concentrate his desires to that place which is called "fear!"

192. Rabbi Shimon began to weep and said, woe if | say and woe if | do
not say. If | say, then the evil ones shall know how to serve (worship) their
Master. And if | do not say, the friends shall lose it. Because at the
location where the 'sacred fear' is to be found, OPPOSING it and down
below, there is an 'evil fear' that smites and scourges and then
prosecutes. This is a lash used for the whipping of the wicked. THIS
MEANS TO PUNISH THEM FOR THEIR SINS. THIS IS WHY HE WAS
AFRAID TO REVEAL (WHAT HE HAD IN MIND), BECAUSE HE DID
NOT WANT THE WICKED TO KNOW HOW TO AVOID PUNISHMENT,
AS THEIR PUNISHMENT IS THEIR PURIFICATION!

193. So, he who fears because of the punishment of being tortured and
prosecuted, as is already stated, does not have that "fear of Hashem" that
is called "the fear of Hashem" (Tehilim 111:10) that leads to life.

Then what fear is such a person endowed with? It is the 'evil fear.' And so
he is ruled by that whipping lash, the "evil fear,' and not the "fear of
Hashem."

194. And because of this, the place that is named the "fear of

Hashem" (Tehilim 111:10) is called the "beginning of knowledge" (Mishlei
1:7). And this precept is included here. This is the source and the main
principle of all the other precepts of the Torah. Whoever observes the
precept of "fear" observes all the others. AND HE who does not observe
the precept of "fear" does not observe any of the precepts of the Torah.
Because this FEAR [OF HASHEM] is the gateway to everything!

195. Because of this, it is written, "Beresheet (In the Beginning)," which is
"fear," as "Elohim created the heavens and the earth." Because, whoever
transgresses this, transgresses ALL OF THE precepts of the Torah. And
the punishment for he who transgresses IS this cruel and evil lash,
NAMELY THIS 'EVIL FEAR," WHICH shall whip him. Therefore "and the
earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the
deep; and the 'spirit' of Elohim" are the four punishments for the wicked.

196. "Without form" (Beresheet 1:2) means strangulation, as it is written,
"a line of confusion" (Yeshayah 34:11) that is "a measuring

line" (Zecharyah 2:5). "Void" means stoning and refers to the stones that
are sunk in the great deep for the purpose of punishing the wicked. And
"darkness" means burning. As it is written, "And it came to pass, when
you heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain
did burn with fire" (Devarim 5:20). And this fierce fire "shall fall upon the
head of the wicked" (Yirmeyah 23:19) to burn them.
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197. And the "spirit" means slaughtering by the sword. Because the
tempest storm is a flaming, whetted (sharp) sword. As it is written, "and
the bright blade of a revolving sword" (Beresheet 3:24). And this is also
called the spirit. So this is the punishment for whoever transgresses the
precepts of the Torah. Because it appears after the "fear" that is CALLED
the Beginning (Heb. Resheet) and includes everything. BECAUSE AFTER
THE TERM "BEGINNING," WHICH MEANS "FEAR," IT IS WRITTEN,
"WITHOUT FORM AND VOID AND DARKNESS...AND THE

SPIRIT" (BERESHEET 1:1-2). THESE ARE THE FOUR PENALTIES OF
DEATH. From here onward, come the rest of the precepts of the Torah.
(B) The second precept: Loving the Creator

As defined by the Zohar, genuine love for the Creator is unconditional. It
is not dependent on what we receive or don't receive in return. Reading
the verses associated with these ideas kindles our awe and love for the
Creator.

198. The second precept is that the precept of ‘fear' is strongly attached to
and never disconnected from the precept of 'love." A person should love
his Master truly and perfectly. And what is 'perfect love?' It is ‘great love,'
as it is written, "walk before Me and be perfect" (Beresheet 17:1). The
word "PERFECT" MEANS to be perfect and whole with love. Thus it is
written, "And Elohim said, let there be Light" (Beresheet 1:3). This 'perfect
love' is called the "great love." And here it appears as a precept, so that a
person should love his Master properly.

199. Rabbi Elazar said: My father, | have heard that meaning of 'perfect
love' and its INTERPRETATION. He said to him: Say it, my son, in front of
Rabbi Pinchas, as he truly exists on that level and lives accordingly. Rabbi
Elazar said: Great love means perfect love, WHICH IS perfected from
both sides - kindness and judgment. And if it does not include both, then it
is not a proper 'perfect love'"

200. This is why we have learned that the love of the Holy One, blessed
be He, is explained in two ways. There is he who loves Him because he is
rich, has length of life, his children are around him, he rules his enemies,
and he succeeds in his ventures. Because of all these, he loves Him. But
if it were the opposite, if the Holy One, blessed be He, were to turn the
wheel of fortune against him and replace this with harsh judgment, he
would then hate and completely dislike Him. Therefore, this love is not a
love that has a base.

201. The love that is called 'perfect love' IS that LOVE that is included
from both sides, from both harsh judgment and kindness and success. He
should love the Holy One, blessed be He, as we have learned; even if He
was to take away your soul. This is the 'perfect love' that includes both
aspects, KINDNESS AND JUDGMENT. And because of this, the light of
the Action of Creation was revealed and then hidden and treasured.
When it was hidden, harsh judgment came forth and both aspects -
KINDNESS AND JUDGMENT -became united and reached perfection.
This is true and proper love.
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202. Rabbi Shimon hugged and kissed him. Then Rabbi Pinchas came
and kissed and blessed him. He then said: Certainly, the Holy One,
blessed be He, has sent me here. This is that tiny ray of light that | was
told shines in my house, and later on shall lighten up the entire

world" (Par. 186). Rabbi Elazar said: Certainly, ‘fear' should not be
omitted from the precepts, especially from this one, OF 'LOVE'. So ‘fear’
should be attached to it. How is it attached? BY the love that brings good
from one side. As it is explained: when the Holy One, blessed be He,
gives a person riches and all goodness, length of life, children, and
sustenance, then that person should arouse in himself the 'fear.' And he
should be afraid of what the sin might bring upon him, CAUSING THE
TURNING OF THE WHEEL OF FORTUNE! Of this it is written, "Happy is
the man that fears always" (Mishlei 28:14), because "fear" is now included
with "love."

203. This is how 'fear' should be aroused - from the perspective of harsh
judgment. Because once a person realizes that harsh judgment prevails
upon him, he shall arouse the "fear" in himself and be afraid of his Master.
Thus, he will not "harden his heart." This is what is meant by the verse,
"he that hardens his heart shall fall into evil* (Mishlei 28:14), which refers
to the 'Other Side' that is called 'evil'. Thus, fear' is attached to
GOODNESS AND LOVE, AS WELL AS TO HARSH JUDGMENT. IT
includes them both. AND IF 'FEAR' INCLUDES GOODNESS AND LOVE,
then it is the true and proper perfect love.

(C) The third precept: Constant Awareness of the Creator

The Zohar explains the means by which we develop and evolve constant
awareness of God, including recitation of the prayer, Shma Yisrael.

204. The third precept is: (1) to know that there is an almighty Hashem
who governs the world; (2) to proclaim His unity properly every day, using
the supernal six points - CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH,
HOD, AND YESOD OF ZEIR-ANPIN; (3) to unify them (the six points) into
one whole by the six (Hebrew) words of Shema Yisrael; and (4) to orient
our desire with them spiritually. Therefore, we should prolong the
pronunciation of the WORD ECHAD (One) TO THE LENGTH OF TIME IT
TAKES TO pronounce the other sacred six words.

205. This is the reason why it is written, "Let the waters under the
heavens be gathered together to one place" (Beresheet 1:9). This
MEANS: let all the grades (of water) that are below the heavens be
gathered into one place, and become perfect and whole by properly
including all six points. Nevertheless, even with all these joined together,
during the proclamation of His unity, 'fear' should be attached to the
RECITING OF SHEMA YISRAEL. So one should prolong the
pronunciation of the letter Dalet (in the word Echad). THIS IS THE
REASON why the letter Dalet is larger than the other letters. Thus it is
written, "and let the dry land appear"(Beresheet 1:9), which means let the
letter Dalet, which is the "dry land," be seen and attached to the
proclamation of His unity.

206. And after She, THE MALCHUT, is attached above on high TO THE
SIX POINTS OF ZEIR-ANPIN, She should then be attached down below
in all of Her aspects, REFERRING TO the other six points which are down
below IN MALCHUT. THIS ALLUDES to the verse, "Blessed be the name
of the Glory of His Kingdom for ever and ever," which is the litany that
follows the Shema, and which in Hebrew contains six additional words
expressive of this unity. And then what was dry land becomes fertile soil
that can produce fruits and flowers, and in which trees can be planted.
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207. This is implied in the verse, "And Hashem called the dry land

earth" (Beresheet 1:10). This was accomplished when unity was achieved
below by the words, "BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE GLORY OF HIS
KINGDOM FOR EVER AND EVER," which translate into the six Hebrew
words, Baruch Shem Kevod Malchuto Leolam Vaed, as dry land becomes
earth, WHICH IS a properly complete and whole desire. BECAUSE THE
TERM 'EARTH' MEANS 'DESIRE." And this is why the expression "that it
was good" appears twice; once for the upper and once for the lower unity.
So the MALCHUT has been united and attached to both aspects - THE
ASPECT OF THE SIX POINTS OF ZEIR-ANPIN AND HER OWN SIX
POINTS. Hence, it is written, "Let the earth bring forth bring forth

grass" (Beresheet 1:10), because by now She has been prepared to
produce fruit and flowers properly!

(D) The fourth precept: Knowing that all is Unified

The Zohar reveals that perceptions of separation and disunity are illusions
caused by the limitations of human consciousness. Belief in the reality of
separation and fragmentation is the most potent weapon of the primeval
snake, and this belief is the foundation our evil urges and self-
centeredness.

208. The fourth precept IS to know that Hashem is the Elohim. As it is
written in the scriptures, "Know this day, and lay it to your heart that the
Hashem is the Elohim" (Devarim 4:39). THIS MEANS that the name
Elohim is included in the name of the Hashem and acknowledged as one
without separation.

209. And this is the secret of the verse, "And let them be for lights in the
firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth" (Beresheet 1:15),
WHICH MEANS that both names - HA-VA-YAH and ELOHIM - should be
as one without separation. It means that the Hebrew word for lights,
written without a Vav TO INDICATE THAT MALCHUT IS CALLED
ELOHIM, should be included within the term heaven, WHICH IS ZEIR-
ANPIN THAT IS CALLED HA-VA-YAH, because they are as one without
separation. Black light, SIGNIFYING MALCHUT, is encompassed within
white light, SIGNIFYING ZEIR-ANPIN. Both are as one without
separation. And this is the 'white cloud' by day and the ‘cloud of fire' by
night, which alludes to the aspect of day, WHICH IS ZEIR-ANPIN, and the
aspect of night, WHICH IS MALCHUT, as they should be regulated (and
combined) together in ONE UNIFIED WHOLE, to illuminate the earth. As
it is written, "to give light upon the earth.”

210. This is the sin of the primeval snake, who unites down below but
separates above. Because of this, he caused what he caused to the
world. Because what is below should be separated, and what is above
should be united. So the black light, WHICH IS MALCHUT, should be
united above with ZEIR-ANPIN into one unified whole. And then they
should become united together with Her own legions and be separated
from the 'Evil Side'.

211. Nevertheless, it is necessary to know that Elohim and Ha-Va-Yah
(Tetragrammaton) are one without separation. Ha-Va-Yah is Elohim. So
when a person acknowledges that both are one and does not cause any
separation between them, THEN even the 'Other Side' will disappear from
the world and not be drawn down below.
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212. This is the secret behind the words, "And let them be for lights (Me-
orot)" (Beresheet 1:14), WHICH IS FORMED FROM THE TWO WORDS
OR (LIGHT) AND MAVET (DEATH) because the Klipah follows the Brain
and the Brain is the light; the 'Other Side' is death. In the word Me-orot,
the letters forming the word Or are kept together, while the letters forming
the word MAVET are separated from one another. The light should be
removed from there so that the separated letters of death will join one
another. THIS MEANS THAT IF WE REMOVE THE LETTERS OF OR
FROM WITHIN THE WORD Me-orot, THE LETTERS WILL JOIN EACH
OTHER AND THE WORD WILL APPEAR AS MAVET.

213. Chavah meddled with these letters and brought evil to the world. As
it, Me-orot, is written, "And when the woman saw that...was good" (Heb.
Va-tere) (Beresheet 3:6), she turned the letters of Me-orot backwards,
THAT IS SHE REMOVED THE LETTERS VATERE FROM THERE,
leaving only the letters Mem and Vav. And they went along and took the
letter Tav with them, THUS CREATING THE WORD Mavet, which means
death. This is how she brought death upon the world, as the scriptures
inform us.

214. "Va-tere..." (Beresheet 3:6). Rabbi Elazar said: My father, | have
learned that AFTER CHAVA HAD REMOVED THE LETTERS VATERE
FROM THE WORD ME-OROT, THE LETTERS MEM AND VAV DID NOT
REMAIN. Only the letter Mem remained, BECAUSE the letter Vav, which
is always the LETTER OF life, turned into MAVET, WHICH MEANS
DEATH. This happened as described. Chava took WITH HER the letter
Tav to join it, as it is written, 'she took (Heb. Va-ti-kach)...and gave (Heb.
Va-ti-tane),' so the word MAVET was completed, as its letters joined one
another. He said to him: Blessed are you my son, as we have now
clarified this subject.

(E) The fifth precept: The Study of the Torah

The Zohar expounds on the supreme importance of Torah study. Learning
brings about profound spiritual purification, and draws spiritual Light and
blessing into our lives.

215. The fifth precept is found in the verse, "Let the waters bring forth
abundantly the moving (crawling) creatures that have life" (Beresheet
1:20). This verse contains three precepts. The first is to study the Torah;
the second is to beget children: and the third is to circumcise a male child
on the eighth day of life and remove the foreskin. It is necessary to study
the Torah with great effort at all times, in order to amend one's spirit and
soul.

216. As a person labors in the study of the Torah, he is endowed with an
additional holy soul, as it is written, "the moving creature that has

life" (Beresheet 1:20). THIS REFERS to the living creature that is derived
from that holy life, which is MALCHUT. If a person does not delve in the
study of the Torah, he does not receive this holy soul, and the holiness of
above does not rest upon him. However, when he does study the Torah,
he merits that Living Spirit (Heb. Nefesh Chayah) by his mouthing the
words of the Torah. Thus he becomes like the angels of above.
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217. As it is written, "Bless Hashem, you angels of His" (Tehilim 103:20).
This refers to those who study the Torah and are called "His angels" on
earth. And it is also written, "and let birds fly above the earth" (Beresheet
1:20). This refers to this world, but as far as the other world is concerned,
we have learned that the Holy One, blessed be He, will provide them with
wings like those of the eagles to allow them to meander around in all the
worlds. As is written, "But they that wait upon Hashem shall renew their
strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles" (Yeshayah 40:31).

218. Thus it is written, "and let birds fly above the earth" (Beresheet 1:20),
because the Torah that is called "the waters" (Ibid.) abounds, bringing
forth expressions (feelings) of the Living Spirit, that is aroused from its
place (of that certain spirit), WHICH IS MALCHUT, to be drawn down
below, as we have learned. And this is what King David referred to, when
he said, "Create in me a clean heart, O Elohim" (to study and learn the
Torah), and then "renew a steadfast spirit within me" (Tehilim 51:12).

(F) The sixth precept: To Procreate

The act of procreation literally opens floodgates of spiritual Light in the
Upper Worlds. Through this act, we acquire the ability to bring down
righteous children. It also arouses tremendous positive energy in our
physical world.

219. The sixth precept is to procreate. Because he who procreates and
begets children causes that stream - THE YESOD OF ZEIR-ANPIN - to
flow continuously. Its waters shall never fail and the sea, that is
MALCHUT, shall be filled from all directions. New souls are renewed and
shall come forth from that tree, and the hosts of heaven will multiply
together with those souls TO GUARD THEM. This is why it is written, "Let
the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creatures that have

life" (Beresheet 1:20). This refers to the sign of the holy Covenant, the
river (stream) that is drawn and comes forth, as its waters swell and its
rapids create feelings (whispers of prayers) and innumerable souls for that
living created being!

220. Together with those souls that enter into that Light, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, many birds, CORRESPONDING TO ANGELS, come forth.
They fly around and roam the entire world, so that when a soul comes
forth and is on its way down to this world, the bird that flew off and left
with that soul from the same tree accompanies it! How many ANGELS
leave together with each soul? Two! One on the right and one on the left.
If he is worthy, they guard him. As it is written, "For he will give his angels
charge over you" (Tehilim 91:11). But if he is not worthy, then they
prosecute him. Rabbi Pinchas said: There are three ANGELS that are
found to be guardians over a person, if he is worthy. As it is written, "If
there be an angel over him, a defender, one among a thousand to declare
to man what is right" (lyov 33:23); "if there be an angel," this is one; "a
defender," this is two; "one among a thousand," this is three!
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221. Rabbi Shimon replied: There are five ANGELS. Because the verse
continues, "Then he is gracious to him and says..." (lyov 33:24). "He is
gracious," this is one angel, and "and says," this is (a second angel), SO
THERE ARE FIVE. Rabbi Pinchas said: This is not so! "He is gracious to
him," refers to the Holy One, blessed be He, by Himself AND NOT AN
ANGEL. Because nobody else is permitted to be GRACIOUS TO HIM,
only the Holy One, blessed be He, HIMSELF. Rabbi Shimon replied: You
have said well!

222. And he who abstains from procreating belittles, so to speak, the form
that includes all forms, WHICH IS THE FORM OF MAN. And he blocks
the flow of the waters of that river, THE YESOD OF ZEIR-ANPIN, as he
impairs (renders defective) the sign of the holy Covenant from all sides. Of
such a person, it is written, "And they shall go forth and look upon the
carcasses of the men that have rebelled against Me" (Yeshayah 66:24).
"Against me" for sure! And this is said about the body, as the soul shall
never enter beyond the curtain. THIS MEANS THAT IT SHALL NEVER
BE CLOSE TO THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, and it shall be
banished from that world.

(G) The seventh precept: To Perform Circumcision on the Eighth Day
The words of this precept help us remove negative forces from our lives.

223. The seventh precept is to perform circumcision on the eighth day of
life and remove the defilement of the foreskin. Because that animal,
WHICH IS MALCHUT, is the eighth grade, compared to the other grades,
BEGINNING WITH BINAH. And that soul that flies away and emerges
from it must appear before it on the eighth day, as it in itself is the eighth
grade.

224. And then it is made clear that it is a living created being. OR IN
OTHER WORDS, a Soul that belongs to that Holy Light, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, and not to the 'Other Side'. And this is alluded to by the
words, "Let the waters bring forth abundantly" (Beresheet 1:20). This has
been explained in the book of Chanoch as, "Let the waters of the holy
seed be stamped by the impression of the Living Spirit. And this alludes to
the impression that the Hebrew letter Yud marked upon the holy flesh,
MORE THAN any other mark that exists in the world.

225. "And let birds fly above the earth" (Beresheet 1:20). This refers to
Eliyahu, who flies over the entire world in four flights IN ORDER to be
present at every place where the sacred circumcision is performed. So a
chair should be prepared for him, and it should be said out loud, This is
the chair of Eliyahu. If this is not done, he will not appear!

226. "And Elohim created great whales" (Beresheet 1:21). The use of the
plural in "WHALES" means that they are two, and these two include the
removal of the foreskin and the uncovering of the corona during the act of
circumcision. And these two are male and female: "and every living
creature that moves" (Ibid). This refers to the mark of the sign of the holy
Covenant, which is the Holy Living Created being, as we have previously
stated. "...which the waters brought forth abundantly" these are the
supernal waters that are drawn down into this mark of the sign of the
Covenant.
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227. This is the reason why Yisrael down below are marked by the Holy
and pure impressions, similar to the holy impressions FROM ABOVE.
This distinguishes the Holy side from the 'Other Side'. Thus are they
marked, to distinguish the holiness of YISRAEL from the impure idol
worshipping nations that originate from the 'Other Side,' as we have
learned. Just as He marked YISRAEL, so did He mark their cattle and
their fowl - TO DISTINGUISH THEM FROM the cattle and fowl of the idol
worshipping nations. How happy is the role of Yisrael!

(H) The eighth precept: To Love the Convert who comes to be
circumcised and desires to enter under the wings of God's Presence

The Zohar is also referring to those who embrace spiritual growth and true
transformation. Understanding this precept gives us the ability to assist
others in their work of true spiritual transformation.

228. The eighth precept is to love the convert who comes to be
circumcised and desires to enter under the "wings of the Shechinah." And
She, the MALCHUT, takes under Her wings those who separate
themselves from the defiled 'Other Side,' and come near to Her. As it is
written: "Let the earth bring forth the living creature after their

kind" (Beresheet 1:24).

229. And in case you might say that his Living Creature (or created
being), which includes Yisrael, is assigned to all nations, He repeats,
"after their kind" (Beresheet 1:24) WHICH MEANS TO YISRAEL (ONLY)
AND NOT TO THE CONVERTS. O how many corridors and
compartments, one inside the other, does the land WHICH IS CALLED
CHAYAH have under its wings!

230. The right wing of MALCHUT has two chambers, and from this wing,
two nations come forth. They are close to the Unity (Monotheistic belief) of
Yisrael and are able to enter into these chambers. And under the left wing
there are two additional chambers that are divided between two other
nations, which are Ammon and Moav. And they are all called ‘Living
Creatures.'

231. And how many other closed compartments and chambers are there
in each and every wing. From these chambers souls go forth and are
divided among those proselytes who are converted, and these are called
Living Creatures. But "after their (his) kind," (Beresheet 1:24) they all
enter under the "wings of the Shechinah," but do not go beyond.

232. But the soul of Yisrael comes from the body of that tree, WHICH IS
ZEIR-ANPIN. And from there, the souls fly off down into this land, WHICH
IS MALCHUT; down deep inside its 'bowels'! And the secret behind this is
as written: "For you shall be a Land of delight" (Malachi 3:12). Therefore,
Yisrael is the darling son for whom She yearns from the bottom of Her
heart. And Yisrael are called "those who are born from the womb" and not
from the wings that are on the outside OF THE BODY. Furthermore, the
proselytes have no part in the upper tree, which is ZEIR-ANPIN,
especially not in its body (trunk). So their place is in the wings OF
MALCHUT, and not beyond. Therefore, the convert's place is under the
"wings of the Shechinah," and not higher. And the 'true proselytes' are
those who reside there - and not inside - and cling on to the wings, as it is
written. This is why it is WRITTEN: "Let the earth bring forth the living
creatures after their kind." And to whom? "Cattle, and creeping thing, and
beast of the earth after their kind" (Beresheet 1:24). All draw (derive) their
spirit from within that living creature, but each one according to its kind, as
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1

is appropriate to him!

(I) The ninth precept: To Show Mercy to the Needy and Supply Them with
Food

The Zohar discusses the spiritual importance of genuine sharing with
others. It is the giver who is the true receiver, and the receiver who is the
genuine giver. Both the text itself and the ideas it conveys serve to
awaken our desire to share. We come to understand that our sharing
actually benefits ourselves even more than the person with whom we
share.

233. The ninth precept is to show mercy to the needy and supply them
with food. As it is written: "Let us make man in our image, in our
likeness" (Beresheet 1:26). "Let us make man" is used in the compound
sense, indicating that it includes Male and Female. "In Our image" refers
to the rich; "after Our likeness" refers to the poor.

234. Because from the aspect of the Male, they are rich; from the aspect
of the Female, they are poor. But as they are united as one, show
compassion to each other, share with each other, and are benefactors to
each other, so should man below behave. The rich and the poor should
be united together as one, and should share with each other and be
benefactors to each other.

235. We have seen this secret in the Book of King Solomon, where it says
that if a person has pity on the poor from all his heart, his image shall not
be changed and shall remain forever as that of Adam (the first Man). As a
result of being created in the image of Adam, he therefore shall rule over
all creatures on earth by that image. As it is written, "And the fear of you
and the dread of you shall be upon every beast" (Beresheet 9:2). All have
fear of that image and dread it, BECAUSE THIS PRECEPT - TO SHOW
MERCY TO THE POOR AND BE KIND WITH THEM - IS THE MOST
PRAISED precept. It is above all the others, because by this precept, the
Son of Man is able to elevate himself and achieve the image of ADAM
(THE FIRST MAN).
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236. How do we know this? From Nevuchadnetzar! Because even though
he dreamt that dream, as long as he had mercy upon the poor, the dream
did not come true. But because he treated the poor selfishly (with an evil
eye), what does the verse say? It reads, "While the word was in the King's
mouth" (Daniel 4:28), his image immediately changed and became
different from that of men. This is why it is WRITTEN, "Let us make

man" (Beresheet 1:26). Here the term "to make" is used. So in the verse it
is written, "The man's name where | worked today is Boaz" (Rut 2:19).
BECAUSE THE TERM "TO MAKE" THERE MEANS 'CHARITY,' HERE IT
MEANS 'CHARITY' AS WELL.

(J) The tenth precept: To Put On Tefillin and to Complete Oneself
according to the Supernal Image

Binding the left arm with Tefillin helps nullify the selfish Desire to receive.
The human anatomy is like a tuning device that receives spiritual signals
from the Upper Worlds. The left side, especially the arm, is the antenna
for the spiritual energy that motivates human desire. If unchecked, our
desires can expand unceasingly, and become the root of immoral and
intolerant behavior.

Another secret of Tefillin concerns our emulation of the Creator in our
daily lives. By mirroring the Creator, we draw closer to Him and His Light.
The Tefillin are tools with the power to complete our essence so that we
resemble the Creator's own Essence. By virtue of our similarity and
spiritual closeness, His Light will then begin to resonate in our own lives.
We can begin to create an affinity with God by gazing and reflecting upon
these passages.

237. The tenth precept is to put on Tfilin, and to complete himself
according to the supernal image. As it is written, "And Hashem created
man in His own image" (Beresheet 1:27). He opened the discussion by
saying: "Your head upon you is like the Carmel" (Shir Hashirim 7:7) has
already been explained and clarified. Nevertheless, "Your head upon you
is like the Carmel" applies to the supernal head - the Tfilin worn on the
head of the Sacred Supernal King Ha-Va-Yah (the Tetragrammaton) that
appears in the written letters: Each letter of the HOLY NAME HA-VA-YAH
is equivalent to one paragraph in THE TFILIN. AND IN THIS MANNER,
the Holy Name is engraved upon the PARCHMENTS OF THE TFILIN,
according to the proper order of the letters. And we have learned that the
verse "that you are called by the name of Hashem, and they shall be
afraid of you" (Devarim 28:10) refers to the Tfilin of the head, which
represent the Holy Name, according to the order of the letters.

238. The first words that appear IN THE TFILIN read, "Sanctify to Me all
the first born" (Shemot 3:2). This corresponds to the Hebrew letter Yud of
the TETRAGRAMMATON, which is to sanctify - NAMELY CHOCHMAH -
which is the first born of all the supernal sanctities. THESE ARE
"whatever opens the womb" (Shemot 3:2) by that narrow pathway (line)
that descends from the Hebrew letter Yud, which opens the womb to bring
forth proper fruit and seeds. This is the supernal sanctity.

239. The second paragraph reads, "And it shall be when Hashem shall
bring you" (Shemot 13:5). This is the Hebrew letter Hei of HA-VA-YAH
(OF THE TETRAGRAMMATON), WHICH IS BINAH. This is the temple
whose womb is opened by the letter Yud through fifty openings, corridors,
and rooms that are concealed within it. The letter Yud made an opening in
that Temple so that the sound of the Shofar (a trumpet made out of a
ram's horn), WHICH IS BINAH, can be heard through it. Because the
Shofar is blocked on all sides, the Hebrew letter Yud came and opened it
so that the sound could be heard. As it opened the Temple, the Shofar
was blown and sound was emitted. The emission of this sound was to
free the slaves.
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240. So by blowing of the Shofar, Yisrael was delivered from Egypt. And
SO SHALL HE BLOW THE SHOFAR another time in the future, at the
End of Days. Every deliverance originates from this Shofar, WHICH IS
BINAH. And this is why the deliverance from Egypt is written in this
paragraph. Because it is a result of this Shofar - by the force of the letter
Yud - that the womb was opened, enabling it to bring forth its sound to
redeem the slaves. This is the letter Hei, the second letter of the Holy
Name.

241. The third paragraph is the secret of the Unity, as proclaimed by
Shema Yisrael (Hear O Yisrael) (Devarim 6:4). This corresponds to the
letter Vav in HA-VA-YAH, WHICH IS ZEIR-ANPIN, and combines all
within Itself - the Unity of all, where all are united and combined together.
And it gathers all, as well! The fourth paragraph reads, "And it shall come
to pass, if you shall hearken" (Devarim 11:13-21). This includes two
aspects - CHESED AND GVURAH - combined together because Knesset
Yisrael (the Congregation of Yisrael), which is the lower Gvurah, -
MALCHUT, is united with them. And this is the last (second) Hei of HA-VA-
YAH, which gathers all the others together and includes them all.

242. The Tfilin are actually the letters of the Holy Name. Therefore, "Your
head upon you is like the Carmel" (Shir Hashirim 7:7) REFERS to the
Tfilin of the head. "And the hair (lit. 'Dalet' which means poverty) of your
head" (Shir Hashirim 7:7) refers to the Tfilin of the hand, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, as She is poor, in comparison to above, TO ZEIR-ANPIN.
Thus, She achieves perfection as above!

243. "The King is held bound in the tresses" (Shir Hashirim 7:6) MEANS
that he is tied down and tightly held in those compartments OF THE
TFILIN for the purpose of being properly united with that Holy Name.
Therefore, whoever puts them on receives the image of Elohim. Because
just as Elohim is united with the Holy Name, so does the person who puts
them on become united with the Holy Name accordingly. "Male and
female he created them," (Beresheet 1:27) REFERS TO the Tfilin of the
head and the Tfilin of the hand - and all is one (the same)!

(K) The eleventh precept: To Give Tithing

The Kabbalists teach us that only through tithing and sharing a portion of
our own lot in life can we truly protect and deserve all that we possess,
now or in the future. Through the Light emanating from the letters, words
and sentences of this section of the Zohar, we can awaken true desire to
give of ourselves.

244. The eleventh precept IS to give a tithe of the land's product. Here we
have two precepts. One is to give a tithe of the land's product, and the
other is TO BRING the first fruits of the trees. As it is written, "Behold, |
have given you every herb yielding seed, which is upon the face of all the
earth” (Beresheet 1:29). Here it is written, "I have given you;" elsewhere it
is written, "And to the children of Levi, behold, | have given all the tithe in
Yisrael" (Bemidbar 18:21). In a third place, it is further written, "And all the
tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree,
is to Hashem" (Vayikra 27:30).

(L) The twelfth precept: To Bring the First of the Fruits of the Trees

In all areas of life, giving away "the first portion" draws the Light of true
blessing to all that remains. It is fitting, therefore, that our first act upon
waking each morning should be a positive connection to God, for this
moment is the seed of the entire day. The remainder of the day will
blossom with the radiance of the Creator if He is included within its seed.
These words help us to remember to offer the first portion of the day to
the Creator of the Universe.
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245. The twelfth precept IS to bring the first fruits of the trees as an
offering. As it is written, "and every tree in which is the fruit of a tree
yielding seed" (Beresheet 1:29). Whatever | deserve to receive shall not
be eaten by man. He permitted them (to eat) and gave them all His tithe
and first fruits of the trees. AS IT IS WRITTEN, "I have given to you" - "to
you," and not to the generations after you.

(M) The thirteenth precept: To Perform the Redemption Ritual for His Son
and Connect to the Power of Life

The Zohar imparts a secret concerning a firstborn son. When the child
undergoes a ritual to separate the child from the force of death, the child
is then connected to the Tree of Life reality, a realm of infinite delight and
goodness. Because the first born son is the seed of any and all children to
come, this ceremony protects all future children born into the household,
Gazing upon this passage helps separate us from the forces of death,
while connecting us to the reality of the Tree of Life.

246. The thirteenth precept IS to perform the redemption ritual for his son
and connect him to (the power of) life. There are two appointees in charge
- one over life and one over death - and they both stand beside man.
Thus, when a person redeems his son, he redeems him from that
APPOINTEE over death and takes him out of his control. This is the
secret of the words, "And Elohim saw everything that he had

made" (Beresheet 1:31). THIS IS in general. "And, behold it was...good"
alludes to the angel of life, while the word "very" (Heb. Me'od) alludes to
the Angel of Death. Therefore, by this act of redemption, the ANGEL of
life is strengthened and the ANGEL OF DEATH is weakened. By this
redemption, he purchases life for himself, as has been mentioned, so that
the evil side leaves him alone and does not cling to him any more.

(N) The fourteenth precept: To Observe the Shabbat

Here the Zohar presents two ideas. The first pertains to the power of the
7th day of the week, which is identified as the ultimate source of all the
Light and blessings for the other six days. The second point refers to the
Shabbat's power to remove all the negative angels and judgments that
hang over the world. Shabbat allows us to begin the week anew in a pure
and unblemished state. When the Light of Shabbat has departed, it is our
own insensitive and impure actions that give birth to a new generation of
negative angels who wreak havoc in the world.

Reading and meditating upon this section with a pure heart and open
mind helps us connect to the energy source of Shabbat. It is also a
powerful means for removing negative angels and judgments from our
lives.

247. The fourteenth precept IS to observe the Shabbat (sabbath), which is
a day of rest from all the action of Creation. There are two precepts
included here. One is to observe the day of the Shabbat, and one is to
attach this day to its holiness. NAMELY, TO DRAW DOWN THE
SPIRITUAL ENERGY OF CHOCHMAH THAT IS CALLED 'HOLINESS.'
So "to observe the day of the Shabbat" is, as | have mentioned and
explained, that it is a day of rest to all the worlds. And all actions are
within that day and were already performed even before that day was
sanctified.

248. Because that day was sanctified, the creation of the bodies for
certain spirits was not completed. SO HE ASKS: Was not the Holy One,
blessed be He, aware of that, so that He could delay the sanctification of
that day until the bodies for those spirits were created? AND HE
ANSWERS: The Tree of Knowledge - Good and Bad - aroused the Evil
Side, who wanted to rule over the world. So a lot of spirits were dispersed
and WENT FORTH with much weaponry to achieve strength and to
FLING THEMSELVES into the bodies of this world.
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249. As the Holy One, blessed be He, saw this, He aroused a tempest
from within the Tree of Life, WHICH IS ZEIR-ANPIN, and struck upon the
other Tree, WHICH IS MALCHUT, causing the arousal of the other good
side. Consequently, the day was sanctified. Because the creation of the
bodies and the arousal of the spirits, on that night OF SHABBAT, comes
from the Good Side and not from the 'Other Side.'

250. Had the Other (evil) Side come during that night before the Good
Side, then the world would not have been able to exist for even one
moment. So the Holy One, blessed be He, provided the remedy in
advance. The 'sanctification of the day' jumped up and stood before Him.
Thus, the Good Side appeared before the Other Side appeared, and the
world was established and was able to exist. So instead of the Other Side
becoming strong and establishing itself in the world, as It planned, the
Good Side was established at that night by the construction of holy bodies
and the forming of holy spirits from that Side. Therefore, the sages who
know this perform their conjugal rights weekly, from Shabbat to Shabbat.

251. Because when the Other Side saw this - that just as he planned on
doing, the Side of Holiness preceded it (by these actions), then the Other
Side went along to wander about, together with all its hosts and legions to
watch over those who perform their conjugal rights naked and by the light
of the candle. AS A RESULT OF THIS, all their children born from that
intercourse are born epileptic, because they are possessed by spirits that
come from the Other (evil) Side. And these are the 'naked spirits' of the
wicked that are called 'evil spirits'. These are pursued and killed by Lilit
(female demon).

252. So, because the day was sanctified, and holiness ruled over the
world, the Other Side makes itself small and hides during every Shabbat
Eve and during every Shabbat Day. Only Asimon and His group do not
hide, but go around floating above the candlelight secretly in order to
observe the indecent intercourse. And after that they go and hide inside
the cave of the great abyss. As soon as Shabbat is over, many hosts and
legions roam about in the world. This is why the hymn against calamities,
YOSHEV BE-SETER (TEHILIM 91), was written and is recited - to prevent
them from ruling over the Holy Nation.

253. Where do they roam to on that night, WHEN SHABBAT IS OVER?
When they (the other side) come out in haste and think that they are
about to rule over the world and overcome the Holy Nation, they
(instantly) see them (the good side) standing upright reciting this hymn
(Tehilim 91), NAMELY YOSHEV BE-SETER ELYON (SITTING IN THE
SUPERNAL HIDING PLACE), saying the Havdalah (the prayer that is said
at the end of Shabbat) DURING the prayers AND THEN performing the
Havdalah with the cup (of wine). Then the other side flee from there and
go roaming until they reach the desert. May the Merciful One save us and
guard over us, from the other side - the Evil Side.
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254. There are three kinds of people who bring bad things on themselves.
The first is he who curses himself; the second is he who throws away
bread or bread crumbs as big as an olive (or bigger); and the third is he
who lights the candle when the Shabbat is over before all the
Congregation (of Yisrael) has reached the recital of 'Sanctification,’ that is
IN THE PRAYER OF VE-ATA KADOSH. Because with that fire, he lights
the flames of Gehenom before its time.

255. There is a special place in Gehenom for those who profane the
Shabbat. Those who are punished in this inferno curse the person who lit
the candle before its time, and they say to him, "Behold: Hashem will
thrust you about with a mighty throw, and He will seize you firmly. He will

violently roll and toss you like a ball into a large country" (Yeshayah 22:17-

18).

256. It is not proper for him to light the candle, as Shabbat is not over
before the Congregation of Yisrael recites the prayer of Havdalah and
says the benediction over the cup (of wine). For until that time, it is still
Shabbat, and the sanctity of the Shabbat still rests upon us. So after the
benediction over the cup is performed, all those hosts and legions that
govern the weekdays return to their positions, each one according to the
appointed service for which he is responsible.

257. Because as soon as the Shabbat begins and the day is sanctified,
Holiness is aroused and governs the world; worldliness is removed from
its rule. Only when Shabbat is over do they regain their position again. But
although Shabbat is over, they do not regain their positions until that
moment when the Congregation of Yisrael says, "Blessed are You,
Hashem, who separates the holy from the profane." Then the Holiness is
removed, and all the hosts that govern the weekdays are aroused and
return to their positions, each one according to its post for which it is
responsible.

258. Nevertheless, they do not receive control until the flames of the
candle are lit. All these flames are called the 'Lights of Fire' because they
all come from the secret behind the ‘column of fire' and the element of fire,
and they take charge over the lower world. All this happens if a person
lights the candle before the Congregation of Yisrael has finished the
recital of the 'Sanctification.’

259. And if he waits until they complete the 'Sanctification,’ all those
wicked people who are in Gehenom acknowledge the justice brought
upon them by the Holy One, blessed be He. And they confirm the
blessings that are recited by the Congregation, and bring them upon him.
THIS REFERS TO THE WORDS, "therefore Hashem gives you of the
dew of heaven" (Beresheet 27:28), and "Blessed shall you be in the
field" (Devarim 28:3).
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260. "Blessed is he who considers the poor; Hashem will deliver him in
the day of evil" [fem. adj.] (Tehilim 41:2). He asks: As it should have been
written 'in the day of evil' [masc. adj.], so why does it say, "in the day of
evil" [fem. adj.]? AND HE REPLIES: This refers to the day when that Evil
[fem. adj.] is in power and wants to take his soul away from him. "Blessed
is he who considers the poor." The words, "the poor" allude to a 'poor and
sick’ person; "THAT CONSIDERS" alludes to how to cure him from his
sins as he stands before the Holy One, blessed be He. Another meaning
is that this is the day when Judgment prevails and is about to dominate
the world, and he "considers" how to save himself from it. As it has been
written: "Hashem will deliver him in the day of evil -" so THIS REFERS to
the day when Judgment is passed over to the Evil powers in order to
control the world by it. Then "HASHEM WILL DELIVER HIM."
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