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PROLOGUE
(PAGE i) THE NATURE OF THE PATHS

In our first volume we considered the ten Sephiroth of the Tree of Life; our
present study is the twentytwo Paths that interconnect them. In the Sepher
Yetzirah all the aspects of the Tree of Life are called Paths 'the 32 Paths of
Concealed Glory' but it is the connecting links between the Sephiroth that are
the Paths proper. These are twentytwo in number though their numeration runs
from 11 to 32, the Sephiroth representing 'paths' 1 to 10.

Now what do these interconnecting Paths represent? Well, as with the
Sephiroth, they represent many things, but the fundamental difference between a
Sephirah and a Path is that while a Sephirah stands primarily for an objective
state, a Path is the subjective experience one undergoes in transferring
consciousness from one Sephirah, or state, to another. Thus the 32nd Path
symbolises the experience of consciousness that will be undergone on the
transference of consciousness from the physical world of Malkuth to the psychic,
subconscious, etheric or lower astral world (according to interpretation) of
Yesod. This 'journey' in consciousness can be effected in two ways from
Malkuth to Yesod or vice versa and the same applies to all the Paths.

The main symbolism of the Paths is threefold. There is firstly the Hebrew
letter, which can be called the Key to the Path for it represents the essence of it
in its Qabalistic purity. All other symbolism is of later attribution. The Hebrew
letters are extremely potent symbols and it is a definite advantage to commit
their shapes to memory, for meditation on their shapes can elucidate much. The
order in which they are assigned to the Paths is revealed in the glyph of the
Serpent of Wisdom upon the Tree of Life.



(frontispiece.) (PAGE ii) The Serpent trails its way from Malkuth to the
Unmanifest and on the way it touches or passes over every Path. The order in
which it does so reveals the order of numbering of the Paths, in reverse, and the
Hebrew letters follow that numbering.

Secondly there are the astrological signs: three Elemental signs, Air,
Water and Fire; seven Planetary signs Sun Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn; and the twelve Zodiacal signs, twentytwo in all. The twentytwo letters of
the Hebrew alphabet are similarly divided into three Mother letters, seven
Double letters, and twelve Single letters for reasons of pronunciation and the
astrological signs are attributed to them accordingly. The Elemental signs go
with the Mother letters, the Planetary signs with the Double letters and the
Zodiacal signs with the Single letters. Early authorities are at variance in precise
details of attribution but there is little controversy in modern times the system
used by the Order of the Golden Dawn is accepted by the few modern
commentators on the Paths.

The Astrological sign tells us the Spiritual Significance of a Path, a hint of
the cosmic factors operating in that particular sphere of consciousness. Again,
this is deduced as much from the shape of the sign as from the usual astrological
signification. The shapes of these signs are of immemorial antiquity and are said
to have been laid down when man used mainly a subconscious type of mentation,
so meditation on the actual shapes can again be productive of much.

The Element Earth is not included as this is part of Malkuth. Crowley has
legislated for two extra Paths, 31 bis and 32 bis, using the sign for Spirit and
Earth respectively instead of Fire and Saturn. This seems, in our view, to be an
unnecessary complication. Nor is it necessary to 'bother about the planets
beyond Saturn, comparatively recently discovered. We make no attempt to fit
them in because to try to do so shows a misunderstanding of the nature of the
factors involved. We are not dealing with things from an



(PAGE iii) astrological point of view, and the seven traditional 'planetary’ signs
(though including Sol and Luna) are not directly representative of astronomical
bodies but are convenient labels for seven types of subtle force which play upon
the Earth. As such, an analysis of what Uranus or Pluto might stand for is not
germane to our treatise. Whatever the astrological factors involved, they have
little bearing on the Qabalistic system, which is a magical rather than an
astrological tradition. It may well be, for example, that part of that force we call
‘Martian' derives actually from Pluto, but it is accounted for in our magical
consideration of Mars; we do not have to have a minutely accurate diagnosis of
the actual effects of specific heavenly bodies as does the astrologer.

Thirdly there is the Tarot Trump assigned to the Path. The true attributions

have long been a source of controversy and we shall investigate the various
claims in Section 1V. For the time being, however, we would prefer to draw on
no external authorities. If the attributions we use are correct they should be self-
evident in our detailed analysis of the Paths, so we suggest that readers reserve
judgment until they have studied the first three sections of this book which deal
with the meaning of the Paths. They will then be in a position to form their own
opinions from a knowledge of the Qabalah itself rather than from a necessarily
superficial estimation of the status and knowledgeability, real or imaginary, of
the various pundits, whether they be Eliphas Levi, Papus, Wirth, Mathers,
Crowley, Waite, Hall, Knapp, Regardie, Case or even Gareth Knight.
This accounts for the major symbolism and our investigations will be based on
this entirely, plus the Yetziratic Texts which, though highly cryptic, were of
great use in our investigations of the Sephiroth. We also include with the other
symbolism at the heading of each Path a list of the Flashing Colours. The same
considerations apply here as with the Sephiroth, that is, they can be quite
arbitrary. They seem derived primarily from the astrological sign of



(PAGE iv) the Path thus the King Scale colours of the Planetary Paths are the
seven colours of the spectrum from Mars red to Saturn indigo. The Zodiacal
signs have similar colours for in their case the spectrum is divided into twelve
divisions from the red of Aries.

But before commencing a study of the first three sections of our text it is
necessary to consider the way we have laid out the teaching. We managed to get
through the first volume of this work without undue references to such terms as
Spiritual Atom, Individuality, Personality and so on, and this was done
purposely in order to avoid confusion, various schools having varying
terminology.

However, this is no longer possible now that we come to an analysis of the
subjective being of man, though we will try to keep the esoteric jargon to a
minimum.

Briefly, the human being can be divided for purposes of analysis into three
vehicles: the part of him which is eternal, the part of him that lasts as long as an
evolution, and the part of him that lasts only a human lifetime in' Earth. The first
we will call the Spirit, the second the Individuality, and the third the personality.
The Spirit, when it enters the manifest Universe, has its own spiritual vehicle
which projects into denser manifestation an evolving unit which we call the
Individuality. This in turn projects into even denser manifestation a series of
Personalities with which it gains experience of dense, worldly life.

Qabalistically, the Spirit can be assigned to the Sephirothic triangle of
Kether, Chokmah and Binah; the Individuality to Chesed, Geburah and
Tiphareth; and the Personality to Netzach, Hod and Yesod, the actual physical
body being represented by Malkuth. There is also a certain amount of overlap in
the linking Sephiroth of Daath and Tiphareth. The Personality can aspire to and
touch Tiphareth in its higher moments as the Individuality can with Daath.
Similarly the Spirit can reach down to Daath.

These vehicles go by other names in other contexts according to the
esoteric school from which they emanate.



(PAGE v) For example, the Spirit can also be called, or be associated with, the
Essential Self, the Monad, or Electric Fire; the Individuality with the
Evolutionary Personality, the Higher Self, Krishna, the Soul, the Solar Angel or
Solar Fire; the Personality with the Incarnationary Personality, the Lower' Self,
Arjuna, the Lunar Lords, the Body Nature or Fire by Friction. This list is by no
means complete but should give an adequate indication to students familiar with
terminologies other than the Qabalistic. We should add also, that in these pages
the word 'soul’ is used in a non-technical sense, as a general term covering the
whole psyche.

In function, the Spirit is, by its very nature, perfect; but on account of what
Is generally called Original Sin, or more occultly, the Fall, or Prime Deviation,
the Individuality is to some extent aberrated. That is to say, it is not a true
reflection of the Spirit and thus though the author of apparently the highest
motives, these motives may be wrong. As the Personality is a projection of the
imperfect Individuality then it follows that the Personality is also aberrated and
this should be obvious from common sense observation of the state of the world
we live in. Thus the Prime Deviation is the cause of the Abyss and the Gulf on
the Tree of Life, those obstructions to the free flow of force from Kether to
Malkuth which cause the gaps in man's knowledge of himself. So it is a great
struggle for man to link up his Personality consciously with his Individuality,
yet this is the first requisite of occult knowledge and power and should have
been a natural phenomenon. The same applies with the conformity of the
Individuality with the Will of the Spirit which marks the difference between
White and Black Magic.

This consideration of the imperfection of the Individuality is an important
one with many far-reaching effects. And it must be borne in mind that whilst the
Tree of Life is a blueprint of the perfection of manifestation, the True Plan, the
actual working out of its factors in terms of human life experience may not be at
all perfect. Thus while Chesed should



(PAGE v) contain a True Imprint of the Spirit as projected from Binah, in actual
practice it may not. Needless to say, it will in the end, for there is no doubt about
the True Divine Plan coming into objective manifestation on Earth, it is only the
time factor which is in doubt, this being dependent upon the rate of human
redemption and realisation. Thus we have not only the normal evolutionary path
to take into consideration but also the return to the true path of evolution from
the false path trodden out as a result of human deviation. This complicates
matters a little but we shall deal with it step by step in our consideration of the
Paths. It is partly because of this additional complicating factor that the present
wave of Western occult teaching, since about 1875, has not stressed the
deviationary side of the pattern. The important thing was to get the main simple
broad lines of esoteric teaching across! It has led to an apparent contradiction or
division however. On the one hand the esoteric schools teaching that all is in
conformity with the Law, the Individuality perfect, (and some even seeming to
think their Personalities perfect as well); and on the other hand the exoteric
churches stressing the sinful state of man without much rational basis apart from
Biblical authority, and in some difficulties about accounting for the obvious pain
and suffering in the world. Actually both these standpoints are different sides of
the same coin and in order to gain a true perspective we must consider both of
them.

In our examination of the Paths we have not followed the numerical order.
There is no special esoteric significance in the order we have followed, the order
being dictated only by considerations of the easiest way to arrive at a logical,
easy to follow, sequence of the meaning of the Paths in terms of human
psychology. Reference to the table of contents will explain the reason behind the
non-numerical order, and for subsequent ease of reference a numerical index is
also provided of the Paths and the Tarot Trumps. Newcomers to the subject are
advised to follow the text in the order in which it is written.



(PAGE vi) Finally, it should be stressed that the divisions of the soul into
three separate categories is for ease of elucidation. If there had been no Original
Deviation there would be no Abyss or Gulf, no watertight divisions, the true
spiritual human being is a Unity. Similarly, the division of the teaching into
grades of study, Lesser, Greater and Supreme Mysteries is mainly a traditional
expedient. Truth is also a Unity.



SECTION ONE
THE LESSER MYSTERIES
The Paths of the Personality
Part |

The Ways to and from Physical Being



The 32nd Path
Malkuth— Yesod

KEY: I\ Tau.Tauor Cross.
SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE: b Saturn,

THEORY:  Great One of the Night of Time. (XXI—The
Universe.)
COLOURS: Indigo. Black. Blue-black. Black rayed biue.
TEXT: “The Thirty-second Path is the Administrative
Intelligence, and it is so called because it directs
and associates the motions of the seven planets,
directing all of them in their proper courses.™

1.  (PAGE1) This Path joins Malkuth, the physical world, and Yesod, the
universal unconscious and etheric web which forms the foundation of physical
existence. It is therefore a Path of introversion from the sensory consciousness
to the consciousness of the deeps of the inner world. When one treads it one is
boring down into the unconscious mind and many and strange are the things that
one may meet there.

2. It is like the hole in the earth into which Alice fell, leading to her strange
adventures in Wonderland. It is also, on a mythological level, the way down to
the Underworld, trod by Oedipus at Colonos, Orpheus in search of Eurydice and
many others; but primarily it is Persephone's descent into the world of Pluto, the
King of the Underworld. Alice, indeed, might be said to be a modern version of
Persephone, for Carroll was a writer who wrote of the deeps of the unconscious
mind.

3.  The Path is also the way of psycho-analysis and shows the difference
between the Freudian and Jungian techniques, for when the unconscious images
of Yesod are met with the Freudian tries to analyse them with reference to life
history in Malkuth, daily living, but the Jungian process follows the images
through until they become symbols of transformation leading to the psychic
harmony of Tiphareth. In other



(PAGE2) words, the Jungian technique is, or should be, a pressing on to the 25th
Path, Yesod-Tiphareth, after the way-in, the 32nd Path, Malkuth-Yesod, has
been trodden.

4.  The importance of Persephone is that she was the daughter of the Earth
Mother, Demeter, and the whole of this Path is intimately connected with Earth
through the Sephirah Malkuth. It is also linked to Yesod, which means the
Foundation, the foundation not only of physical existence but of the whole of
the higher worlds whose emanations are reflected in Yesod

5. Yesod is the Moon Sephirah reflective, magnetic, of hidden power. In the
earliest known version of the myth, the Homeric hymn to Demeter, the nearest
witness to the rape, apart from the Sun, who sees all, was Hecate, who, seated in
her cave, heard the cries of the virgin victim. Hecate is of course a goddess of
the Moon.

6.  There is, therefore, a strong connection between this myth and the 32nd
Path, and it is significant that this myth was the foundation of the teaching of the
famous Eleusinian Mysteries, for as this Path is the way to the inner life it is also
the Path of Initiation.

7.  This does not mean that psycho-analysis, or the study of Alice in
Wonderland, are equivalents of initiation; but they have their parallels, for a
Path has many different levels and each Path has to be gone over many, many,
times before its full significance is gained. Like the Sephiroth, each, in the end
has to be fully understood and experienced; and understanding is not a substitute
for experience nor is experience a substitute for understanding.

8.  The aim of evolution is that each Spirit shall experience and understand
the implications of manifest existence. A knowledge of the Qabalah is not
essential for this but the Qabalah is a great aid in that it is a ground-plan of all
existence and so can be used as a tool in the gaining of experience and
understanding. Thus is it said that treading the Paths of the Tree enables an
initiate to undertake the work of many average lives in the course of one. And
this speeding-up



(PAGE3) process is by no means an evasion or easy way out. One can climb the
mountain by the slow broad easier way or take the very difficult shorter but
precipitous ascent. What is gained in time is paid for with greater danger and
greater effort and all reach the summit in the end.

9.  Precise details of the Eleusinian Mysteries have never been divulged for
the practical methods of all Mysteries of Initiation are secret. However, the aim
of all Initiation can be summed up in one word, Regeneration.

10.  Regeneration is the bringing to birth of new life and so the initiate is often
referred to as the Twice-Born as opposed to the non-initiate Once-Born. This
rebirth is the contacting of the Personality consciously to the Individuality and
ultimately to the Spirit. The initiate who has the powers of the Spirit manifesting
consciously is known as the Trice-Born, but this process refers more to the
higher levels of the Tree of Life beyond Tiphareth for that is where the link in
consciousness is made, though of course the results must be demonstrated in
Earth. The processes of the Second Birth are summed up in the upward line of
the 32nd and 25th Paths from Malkuth to Tiphareth, their main colours being the
blues of aspiration. The First Birth is of course physical birth and could be
represented by the downward journey of these Paths, daily life being the nadir of
these two journeys, in Malkuth.

11. The process of initiation can be taught under the guise of various symbol
systems and the symbolism of the Eleusinian Mysteries was that of the growth
of wheat. Wheat together with the honey-bee and asbestos are things said to
have been brought to Earth from Venus by the great Melchisedek, and the
Mysteries of its symbolism are profound The symbol of wheat applies to the
32nd Path as the other two symbols apply to the other two Paths leading from
Malkuth, the honey-bee to the 29th Path to Netzach, and asbestos to the 31st
Path to Hod. Each symbolises a Wav but all, in the end, resolve into synthesis.
12. The wheat grows and is then cut down, the sacrifice,



(PAGE4) in more modern terms, of John Barleycorn, or even Christ. Again, part
of the grain that is not made into food for man is sacrificed by burying it in the
earth, but it springs up again in the Spring, each grain producing yet more grains.
It is cut down again and the cycle repeats itself with the Solar year. This process
figures in dramatic form in many Earth fertility rites of early and primitive man,
but it holds teaching within it of much more than the surface apparencies of
sympathetic magic. In the cycle of nature death leads to birth and birth to death
and in accordance with the Hermetic axiom 'As above, so below' the same
process occurs in the psyche of man.

13. To demonstrate this fact, and the methodology of the Qabalah, it may help
us to examine the myth in some detail. The more apparent meaning of the
symbolism is that Demeter represents the Earth, as Earth Mother, and Perse-
phone the corn, planted, remaining under the Earth, apparently dead, until it
springs up anew and Demeter rejoices, covering the Earth with growth.

14.  There are aspects of the myth, however, which are not so easily accounted
for by reference only to the processes of vegetable life.

15.  Persephone was carried off by Pluto when she was gathering flowers in a
water-meadow near the cave of Hecate. There is much Yesodic symbolism in
this picture, and this is to be expected, for the Underworld lies in the
subconscious and the 32nd Path leads to Yesod.

16. Yesod is the Sephirah whose Mundane Chakra is the Moon, that is to say
the Moon is the heavenly body which most nearly symbolises the powers of the
Sephirah. The Moon goddess, Hecate, sitting in her cave nearby is an evocative
symbol of the elements of the unconscious lying in wait. Also, in some accounts,
the companions of Persephone were Artemis and Aphrodite. Artemis is again a
Moon goddess, while Aphrodite, though associated with Venus rather than the
Moon, is strongly connected with Water, being born of the sea-foam. There is of
course an



(PAGED) intimate connection between the Moon and Water, and Water plays a
prominent part in this myth for in a probably purer version of it Persephone's
companions in the lush, damp water-meadow were the daughters of Oceanus.
Oceanus was a very ancient Greek deity; he was a river who girdled the
Universe and gave birth not only to the Oceanids but to all rivers and all stars
with the exception of those of the Great Bear. Here we are lifted into the
supernal regions', the Great Starry River of the Milky Way, the Waters of
Cosmic Space, the Great Sea, Marah, of Binah and so on. Oceanus is a cosmic
symbol, the strange lands about his outer shores can, on a lower level, be
interpreted as the strange worlds of the subconscious, but they refer ultimately to
the outer verges of the Ring-Pass-Not of the Universe and the subconsciousness
of the Logos.

17.  The flowers that Persephone is picking are roses, lilies, crocuses, violets,
hyacinths, narcissi, for the most part sweet smelling flowers reminiscent of the
attribution of Perfumes to Yesod. The flower she pulls when the Underworld
opens is a narcissus, and there is a parallel between the mythological origin of
this flower, the youth Narcissus who peered in the pool, (the Magic Mirror of
Yesod?) to gaze at himself, and one of the entrance phrases of the Delphic
Oracle, KNOW THYSELF.

18. The God of the Underworld, Pluto, then seizes her and drags her down to
his kingdom in a golden car. The Greek conception of the Underworld, a world
of shadowy figures, gives a good image of the shadowy world of the etheric
place represented by Yesod. However, some hint of the potentialities of death is
given in the very name of Pluto, which means 'riches'.

19. Meanwhile Demeter, the mother, sorrows for her daughter and even
appeals, unsuccessfully, to the Sun, who has seen all. The Sun is a symbol of the
Individuality, the consciousness of Tiphareth, which sees all that occurs to the
Personality although it may not have complete or indeed very much control over
it. Demeter finally sits in



(PAGES6) sorrow and mourning by the Maiden's Well under the shadow of an
olive tree. Again there is much symbolism in this image, recalling the Binah
symbolism of the Mater Dolorosa; and the olive tree is sacred to Pallas Athene,
the goddess of Wisdom, a Chokmah figure. Thus we have a profound
illustration of the workings of the Feminine-Side of God.

20.  The well by which Demeter sits is a symbol of the 32nd Path and the way
into the Underworld and here also we have the water symbolism. The Divine
Sorrow under the olive tree calls to mind too another vast complex of religious
teaching in that Christ's Agony in the Garden took place on the Mount of Olives.
21. In the Underworld Pluto gives Persephone a pomegranate of which she
eats, a symbol of femininity and fructification. By eating of the pomegranate, or
taking the principle of fructification within herself, she binds herself
automatically to return to the Underworld every year, for only in the descent into
the Underworld is new life possible, it requires death to gain rebirth. It is
interesting that grief is the experience undergone by Demeter at this time, for
grief is also a species of death, a process of fallowing which leads to new life.
The pomegranate, a fruit full of seeds, is strongly connected with Yesod. It
figured on the tops of the pillars of the Temple of Solomon together with images
of the Kerubim and other Lunar symbolism. There is a link here also, of course,
with Artemis, the Divine Huntress, a Moon goddess who protected all pregnant
beasts.

22. The symbolism of pregnancy and new life was also carried into the
Eleusinian Mystery symbolism in that pregnant sows were sacrificed to Demeter
as well as fragments of decaying pork, which were later dug into the ground.
Decaying matter is the basis for new growth.

23. Death and decay are under the presidency of the Fourth Aspect of God,
God the Disintegrator, the other Aspects being God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit. On this 32nd Path the symbolism is very predominantly



(PAGE7?) feminine, thus the Feminine Side of God predominates and instead of
Father, Son and Holy Spirit we have Mother, Daughter and Virgin Wisdom.
24. In feminine terms, the Fourth Aspect is best symbolised by the Medusa,
who had a wild, cold beauty that no man could bear to look upon without the
shield of the Divine Wisdom of Pallas Athene. Lacking the ability to look
calmly and clearly at the beautiful and terrible face, men were turned to stone;
that is to say, they fell into the mortal idea of death.
25. As all the gods are aspects of one God so are all the goddesses aspects of
one Goddess, and the one God and the one Goddess are of course the two Sides
of the One God, the androgynous Elohim of Genesis.
26. In the fragments of a rite of Isis given in Dion Fortune's novels 'The Sea
Priestess' and 'Moon Magic' (Aquarian Press, London) the all-inclusiveness of
the Feminine Side of the Deity is given as follows:

| am she who ere the earth was formed

Was Rhea, Binah, Ge.

| am that soundless, boundless, bitter sea

Out of whose deeps life wells eternally.

Astarte, Aphrodite, Ashtoreth

Giver of life and bringer-in of death;

Hera in heaven, on earth Persephone;

Diana of the Ways and Hecate

All these am I and they are seen in me.

And the same source also gives a version of the entrance to the 32nd Path:

Sink down, sink down, sink deeper and more deep
Into eternal and primordial sleep.

Sink down, be still, forget and draw apart

Into the inner earth's most secret heart.

Drink of the waters of Persephone,

The secret well beside the sacred tree ....



(PAGES8) Who drinks the waters of that hidden well

Shall see the things whereof he dare not tell —

Shall tread the shadowy path that leads to me-

Diana of the Ways and Hecate,

Selene of the Moon, Persephone.
27. In the novels of Dion Fortune this teaching is given on its more surface
levels of sexual polarity. At the time these novels were written Dion Fortune
was concerned with bringing a more open and reverent attitude towards sex as
opposed to the cloistered and sanctimonious attitudes left over from the
nineteenth century. The Hermetic axiom-'As above, so below'-applies here as
everywhere though and what is written about sexual polarity in these books
applies also to the polarity between higher and lower aspects of the psyche and
between God and man-which latter includes Goddess and woman, though
English grammar obscures the fact.
28. However, while spiritual factors do operate behind the functions of the
lower worlds they should not cause the latter in themselves to be neglected as
'improper' or 'beneath consideration'. It is the etheric polarity of sex which has
the directest relevance to the 32nd Path and while a knowledge of the spiritual
factors is necessary for an understanding of a Path this is no substitute for
experience, which, when on the lower levels of the Tree, must and should be of
Earth earthy.
29. But the sensory world applies in the main to Malkuth and the 32nd Path is
an Inner Way, although still very much connected with Earth. On the personal
level Demeter is a part of the self, as is Persephone and indeed all the gods.
Categorising crudely, one could say that in the myth the Sun was the
Individuality looking down upon all that happens as a portion of the Personality,
(Persephone), is drawn into the unconscious depths to be apparently destroyed,
to the grief of the rest of the Personality, (Demeter); only to re-emerge later, like
the Spring corn, bearing life even more



(PAGE9) abundantly. In Christian terms the myth is expressed in terms of the
Agony, Trial, Crucifixion and Descent into Hell followed by the Resurrection
and Ascension.

30. The teaching is basic to eternal principles and so appears again and again
in different guises in accordance with the imaginative needs of the times and the
nations. It is a process of withdrawal and return and is dealt with at some length
in P. W. Martin's 'Experiment in Depth' (Routledge & Kegan Paul, London)
which outlines a method of following the process with reference to the Jungian
psychology, the poetry of T. S. Eliot and the historical work of A. J. Toynbee.
Toynbee's thesis is that at a time of crisis in any civilisation certain individuals
turn from the outer world to the inner life of the psyche and discovering there a
new way of life return to the outer world to form a creative minority which acts
as a leaven for the renewal of that civilisation.

31. The process is also summarised in a portion of the rite of Isis: "In death
men go to her (Persephone) across the shadowy river, for she is the keeper of
their souls until the dawn. But there is also a death in life, and this likewise
leadeth on to rebirth. Why fear ye the Dark Queen, O men? She is the Renewer.
From sleep we arise refreshed; from death we arise reborn; by the embraces of
Persephone are men made powerful.

32. "For there is a turning-within of the soul whereby men cometo Persephone;
they sink back into the womb of time; they become as the unborn; they enter
into the kingdom where she rules as queen; they are made negative and await the
coming of life.

33.  "And the Queen of Hades cometh unto them as a bridegroom, and they are
made fertile for life and go forth rejoicing, for the touch of the Queen of the
Kingdoms of Sleep hath made them potent."

34. Itis obvious from this that the Path of Return is as important as the Path of
Withdrawal. In other words, the 32nd Path has to be trodden both ways —the
Withdrawal



(PAGE10) from Malkuth to Yesod and the Return from Yesod to Malkuth. This
can hardly be stressed enough for it is the refusal to come down to Earth,
literally, that is the cause of the bulk of spiritual pathology —the root of sin,
disease, ignorance It is the real blasphemy, a rejection of the work of the Father
in Heaven, a rejection of the Universe. (The Universe, let it be noted, is the
Tarot Trump of this Path ) Until physical existence in the Universe is willingly
accepted by the Spirit the Initiation of the Nadir cannot take place Malkuth is the
Gate, the door to evolution and the work of destiny. Evolution cannot take place
until Involution is complete.

35. Hubbard has stated that one of the marks of an unaberrated human being is
the ability to face chaos or disorder and stick with it; in other words, not to
escape into apathy, grief, anger, facetiousness, intellectualising, sanctimony,
false mysticism or any other of the myriad methods of running away. As a result
of Original Sin this planet is in a state of chaos and disorder. It need not have
been but it is and this fact must be accepted. The Initiation of the Nadir is the
ability to face things as they are, to accept oneself and one's sins and distortions,
to accept others and their sins and distortions, realising that the way each has
come is the way each has come, and that mutual recriminations or flattering
falsifications will not help matters one hairsbreadth.

36. This attitude has been put forward by writers such as Nietzsche and
Whitman amongst others, together with a certain amount of varying personal
distortion, and it has of recent years even become something of an intellectual
catchword-Acceptance. This is laudable in its way but the acceptance has to be a
complete and true one, (an attitude of the whole being, not a posture of the
mind), for the Initiation to be a real one.

37. The Exemplary Way was shown of course by Our Lord in the Garden of
Gethsemane: "And he said, Abba Father all things are possible unto thee; take
away this cup from



(PAGE11) me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt." (Mark. xiv. 36)
In other words, one must be willing to face, and go through with, one's own
Crucifixion before the subsequent Resurrection and Ascension can be
achieved —and all without fear or attempts to propitiate one's own particular
Herod, Pilate, Caiaphas, or mob —objective or subjective.

38. The symbols attributed to the 32nd Path confirm this process. The Key to
the Path is the letter Tau, meaning a Cross. The Cross is not only the Cross of
Calvary but the Equal-Armed Cross and the Tau Cross. The simple cross of
equal arms is the Point, a symbol of Spirit and Light, extended in four
directions —Light in Extension. It is also the Cross of the Elements, the
Elements being a reflection in Malkuth of the Four Holy Living Creatures in
Kether which appear at the corners of the Tarot Trump of The Universe. This
card is called The Great One of the Night of Time and one of the contacts of this
Path is the contact with this Great One, who can be considered Godhead Itself.
The small fragment of God-consciousness assigned to each man is the Holy
Guardian Angel, the Knowledge and Conversation of which is the Spiritual
Experience of Malkuth.

39. The Tau Cross is a three-armed cross, that is, a cross without the upper bar,
and besides being the male or virile part of the Egyptian ankh, symbol of life, it
also signifies two forces impacting on a higher level and producing a form on a
denser level. All form is built up of opposing higher forces locked together. The
shape of the letter Tau suggests the letter Resh, meaning a Head, but with a
downward extension ending with the virile Yod. Thus it can signify the Spirit, or
Head, (a Kether symbol), sending its force downward into densest manifestation.
The downward projection could also be likened to an inverted letter Vau,
meaning a Nail. This suggests the Spirit nailed to the Cross of Matter to put it in
rather grim terms, but terms which serve to show the parallel between Cosmic
and Christian symbolism. Being upside down, as the Vau is, is a symbol



(PAGE12) of sacrifice or reflection-exemplified for example in the Tarot Trump
of the Hanged Man- and it is also a visual representation of the Hermetic axiom
'As above, so below'

40. The astrological sign of the Path is Saturn a sign composed of the Cross
and the Moon, and thus apt for the linking of Malkuth and Yesod. Saturn is
considered to be the planet of restriction and limitation and therefore implies
Form. It is also a planet of Supernal contacts however and so, as with Malkuth,
there is an intimate connection between this Path and the Sephirah Binah, the
Mother of Form.

41. The Sickle is also a symbol of Saturn, as implied by the shape of the
astrological sign, and this was the weapon with which Cronos (Time) castrated
his father Uranus (Space). Here again in symbolic guise is the limitation and
constriction of Spirit into Time and Form. The Sickle is also the reaping
instrument, recalling the wheat and grain Mysteries.

42. The fact that one's final journey up the 32nd Path will be in the processes
of physical death is emphasised in the fact that the popular figure of Death is a
skeleton holding a reaping hook. Father Time is another popular figure similarly
equipped.

43. The Tarot Trump of The Universe shows a maiden dancing within a
framing wreath, usually holding a rod in each hand and with images of the Four
Holy Living Creatures at the corners of the card. There is a scarf about the
maiden in the shape of a letter Kaph, said to conceal the fact that she has male
genitals and is thus really hermaphroditic. Traditionally, the letter Kaph means
the Palm of the Hand, which, according to cheiromancers, reveals character as
well as past and future. Its full implications are perhaps best elicited by
meditation upon the 21 st Path and its other attributions, of which Kaph is the
Hebrew letter.

44, The figure on Trump XXI can be considered to be a symbol of the soul, as
feminine, or the Spirit, as androgyne. The Androgyne can be referred to the
Machinery of the Universe of Yesod. The rods, often spirals, may be either



(PAGE13) the positive and negative modes of force which make up
manifestation or the principles of involution and evolution. In brief, the card
may be said to represent the Spirit, taken on Form, in the frame of the manifest
Universe. In Eastern terms, Shiva dancing.

45. The Yetziratic Text of the 32nd Path, which describes it as the
Administrative Intelligence, indicates that the Spirit should be in control of the
whole of the seven vehicles of man, represented by the planets. In etheric and
physical terms these have their analogues in the Chakras and the endocrine
glands.

46. We have analysed the Path at some length with reference to Greek
mythology but there are parallels in other pantheons which could equally well be
explored. Demeter has some very obvious links with the Egyptian Isis—the
putting of a king's son in the fire at night to give him immortality, for example.
Isis, of course, also searched for her lost husband, Osiris, just as Ishtar
descended into Hell to find her lover, but the mythological threads are so numer-
ous that it is impossible to follow up each one in detail. This must be left to the
initiative of the student. But once the general principles of the Path are realised
it becomes relatively easy to follow out the traditions of mythology and folklore
that relate to it. The Qabalistic correspondences often appear in the most
unexpected places.

47. There is, for instance, the great Maro dance of the Indonesian archipelago
where the divine maiden, Hainuwele, is depicted descending into the earth at the
ninth of nine sacred dancing places. The dancers form up in a ninefold spiral
about a maiden standing by a deep hole in the ground. The dance commences
and the dancers perform a labyrinthine dance about her, getting closer and closer
until she is pushed into the pit. Then with loud sacred chanting that drowns the
maiden's cries, the earth is heaped upon her and stamped down firmly with the
dancing feet.

48. A full account of this dance and its attendant symbolism is given in Jung
and Kerenyi's 'Introduction to a Science



(PAGE14) of Mythology' (Routledge& Kegan Paul, London; Pantheon New
York) together with an analysis of the whole Greek Kore tradition, which is of
course very germane to this Path. The symbolism of the nine is interesting as the
32nd Path is intimately related to Yesod, the Ninth Sephirah of the Tree of Life.
49. The Saturn/Binah symbolism of this Path relates closely to the Divine
Mother, the Feminine-Side of God which in pre-Christian times was the vehicle
for worship of- the Second or Love Aspect of the Deity, now known more
generally as the Second Person of the Trinity, the Son The full descent of the
Spirit into Matter is exemplified by the Crucifixion, the Beautiful Naked Man of
Yesod on the Tau or Cross of the 32nd Path. The Path represents therefore the
first stages of Devotional Mysticism as well as a Way-in to the inner planes and
the unconscious mind. Its main lessons are, ascending, the existence of the
causality of things on a higher or deeper level than the physical world" and
descending, the acceptance of densest Form limitation by the Spirit, summed up
well in Thomas a Kempis' 'Imitation of Christ': "If it be Thy will | should be in
darkness blessed be Thou; and if it be Thy will I should be in light" be Thou
again blessed. If Thou vouchsafe to comfort me be Thou blessed; and if Thou
wilt have me afflicted: be Thou ever equally blessed." (Book 4. Chapter 17.)

NOTES ON THE DESIGN OF TRUMP XXI
The Marseilles Tarot shows a female figure, naked except for a Kaph-shaped
scarf, dancing within a wreathed oval. Her attitude, with arms extended
downwards and outwards, and her legs forming. a cross, suggests. the triangle
over a cross, the sign of Alchemical Sulphur, and in her left hand she holds a
wand. The surrounding wreath is bound at top and bottom with X-shaped bands
and in the corners of the card are the Four Holy Living Creatures.
All versions of the card agree in general principle. Levi and Christian are alone
in preferring a circle of flowers to the oval wreath, and Christian places the
Kerubic emblems at the cardinal points and not at the corners. In Levi's view the
circle is the 'Crown of Truth'- of Kether. The Golden Dawn have gone on record
as considering the central figure to be a misty representation of Aima Elohim in
the midst of the colours of the spectrum and the elements placed against the dark
yet starry night sky.
Traditions vary in the way the wand or wands carried by the figure is or are held.



The Marseilles card shows one, the Italian Tarots generally have one in each
hand, while the Besancon Tarot h&s two in one hand. Wirth and Knapp follow
the Besancon tradition and Waite and Case the Italian. Case additionally makes
the wands into spirals.

The latter point is endorsed by the early Crowley and they both stipulate that the
spirals should rotate in opposite ways. Furthermore they agree that the oval
should be a demonstration of the quadrature of the circle, that is, approximately
8 units in height by 5 in breadth, and that the scarf conceals male genitals.
Crowley also said originally that the ellipse should be composed of 400 lesser
figures and that the central figure should be shining and in the sign of Earth —
right hand forward and up, left hand lowered and back, and right foot forward.
On the Lady Harris card the figure is shown dancing within the coils of a great
spiral serpent, holding the Moon in her hand, and with the Sun above, in the
centre of which is the Eye of God. The wreath is made up of the Zodiac and has
72 lines all round it indicative of the quinaries. Behind are a map of the elements
and a geometrical solid.

The card is generally recognised to be a universal sign, particularly of the
physical universe or terrestrial world. Hall, for example, considers the symbol of
a cross within a circle within a blue background to epitomise it. There is some
small difference about the arrangement of the leaves of the wreath. They are
generally shown in threes, with the exception of Waite, who does not seem to
bother too much over details. Wirth and Knapp have them pointing upward, and
Case and Waite downwards, as on the Marseilles card. Case and Wirth give 22
sets of leaves, Knapp 24. Knapp also puts the Lesser Arcana symbols about the
corners of the card as well as the Kerubic emblems.

The 'Egyptian’ Tarot differs in some degree from tradition. It shows a girl
playing a three-stringed harp on which is carved a man's head, with uraeus and
doublé crown. Above her is a circle of twelve triple flowers surrounded at the
corners by the Kerubic signs, and in the centre a winged lingam.



The 29nd Path
Malkuth— Netzach

_ KEY: onph._Bﬁck of the Head.
SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE:  Pisces. The Fishes.

THEORY:  Ruler of Flux and Reflux. Child of the Sons of
the Mighty, (XVIII-—The Moon.)
COLOURS:  Crimson. Buff flecked silver-white. Light trans-
lucent pinkish-brown. Stone.,
TEXT: "“The Twenty-ninth Path is the Corporeal In-
telligence, so called because it forms every body

which is formed in ail the worlds, and the re-
production of them.” '

1. (PAGE16) As is plainly stated in the Yetziratic Text, this Path has much
to do with the physical body, the great complex of blood, flesh, bone and sinew
that the Spirit uses to manifest in Earth. It is also concerned with the basic
instincts particularly sex, the reproduction of further physical bodies' It is thus a
Path in which mind plays little part and so may cause a certain feeling of
repugnance in any who operate more or less exclusively in the sphere of the
mind, or who for reasons of what they would probably call 'good taste' do not
care to dwell upon the facts of physical life and the Chemical and biological
factors of their own being in Earth.

2. The mind quite often feels repelled when trying to face the fact that a large
part of its functioning is conditioned by factors of brute physical existence-the
driving basic instincts of sex and power as postulated by Freud and Adler and
the secretions of the ductless glands which to a large extent regulate personality.
The fact of our biological physical roots is one of the things which has to be
faced on the 29th Path.

3. This does not mean though that we are entirely conditioned by them, or a
mere product of them, as some advocates of Freudian and Adlerian psychology,
Endocrinology, Behaviourism and so on would have us believe. The



(PAGE17) Spirit and Individuality are, or should be, quite capable of controlling
the instrument of the Personality in spite of the more animal and more
automatically reflex parts of man. We are rooted in instinct and in the mindless
protoplasmic regions of physical existence — and necessarily so — but this
does not mean that we have no responsibility for our actions. And of course our
standards must always change; one does not expect the savage to have quite the
fine sense of individual ethics that one should expect from the highly civilised
man.

4.  The trend of civilisation is increasing control over the instinctual man—
'the old Adam' — but civilised man ignores the instincts at his peril. There is of
course an ethic of the instincts shown in wild animal life and very primitive man,
and this is to be expected, for the Path connects with Netzach — a Sephirah as
holy as any other — from which are projected the forces of God that we might
call the Laws of Nature. Man, however, has other contacts with the Divine,
represented by the 32nd and 31st Paths immediately, and indeed by all the other
higher Paths of the Tree. The influences of these force him forward on the way
of psychological evolution, take him from the mere blind observance of the
Laws of Nature, of natural man, of the animals, and give him the impulse to
formulate and implement the Laws of Civilisation or Humanity. In other terms,
this long evolutionary pioneering journey could be called, on the physical level,
the Way-in-between — leading from the Garden of Eden, the perfect beginning,
to the New Jerusalem, the perfect ending.

5. However, man never escapes from the primitive. He can control it and
even transcend it but in physical life it is always with him. The acceptance of
this is perhaps the main lesson of the 29th Path. It is a Path of physical evolution,
a going back into the primitive past of brontosauri, sabretooth tigers, savagery,
Nature red in tooth and claw, concealed behind which is the beautiful Isis of
Nature in Netzach.



6. (PAGE18) The Tarot card assigned to this Path is The Moon — Ruler of
Flux and Reflux, Child of the Sons of the Mighty. This card shows a crayfish
emerging from. a stream or pond onto a path which leads between two towers
into a wild range of hills lit by the light of the Moon. On either side of the path
are a dog and a wolf and drops of blood fall from the Moon.

7.  This is a good composite symbol of the processes of physical evolution,
the primitive amphibious forms emerging from the brackish water onto land and
essaying a long journey of evolution. The towers can be said to represent the
opposite poles of manifestation and the dog and the wolf show the wild and
domesticated versions of a same general species. The dog is an animal sacred to
Hecate, goddess of the Moon, and the primitive sexual side of the card is also
apparent when one considers that to the Greeks the sound of a dog howling at
the moon was the apotheosis of obscenity. The blood dripping from the Moon is
a reminder of the 'red in tooth and claw' aspect of nature and they are sometimes
shown in the form of letter Yods, signifying spermatazoa, the basic simplicity
and root of animal life. The Moon is associated with the great cyclic movements
of tides on the Earth's surface and also with the growth of vegetation and with
the menstrual cycle of woman. This cyclic activity no doubt accounts for the
title of the Trump, Ruler of Flux and Reflux. The alternative title, Child of the
Sons of the Mighty, seems to signify the primitive Elemental aspects of the Path,
the Elemental Kingdoms being 'creations of the created', that is, creations of the
Sons of God, not of God, the Mighty Logos Itself.

8.  The Key to the Path, the Hebrew letter Qoph, bears with it the symbolism
of the Back of the Head. This attribution is strongly suggested by the shape of
the letter, which is like the hind part of the cranium with the top of the spinal
column attached. The spinal cord is the centre for many automatic responses and
reflexes. The hindbrain contains the medulla oblongata, through which pass
nerve



(PAGE19) fibre tracts uniting the spinal cord and brain, also the cerebellum,
which receives impulses from muscles, tendons and joints via the spinal tracts
and thus regulates postural activity. One of the marks of advancing stages of
evolution is the change of posture from horizontal to the vertical carriage of the
spine. In esoteric terminology the medulla oblongata is often referred to as the
alta major psychic centre. The intimate connection of the Back of the Head with
the physical coordination of the body recalls the description of the Path in the
Yetziratic Text—the Corporeal Intelligence.

9.  The astrological attribution of the Path is Pisces, the Fishes. In the heavens
the two fish are spaced quite widely apart and joined by a long ribbon or
string— a kind of umbilical cord perhaps. At one level of interpretation this
could be taken to be the Individuality and Personality linked together in the
worlds of Form. In early Form experience the Individuality is held captive in
Form by the Personality, but as evolution progresses the situation is reversed so
that the Personality is held under the control of the Individuality. This is the
longterm view of the principle of Flux and Reflux, the ebb and flow of the
direction of growth of the Spirit's vehicles into and out of form, and this, of
course, is a principle which applies to the highest Cosmic levels as well, giving
an insight to the higher significances and possibilities of these psychological
Paths.

10.  The conventional symbol for the constellation Pisces shows two crescents
facing opposite ways and connected — again an indication of the Moon and
Flux and Reflux. There is also the more physical interpretation of the symbolism
and this is the physical sexual aspect of the Path shown by two labia parted by a
shaft. These labia, the feminine sexual organs, are the gates of conception and
also of birth. Ascending the Path can be considered a species of psychic
fecundation therefore, and descending it, a process of birth to the physical. The
source of the power of fecundation and birth is the vibrant Sephirah Netzach,
one of whose goddesses is Aphrodite—the Awakener. The sexual aspects of this



(PAGE20) Path though are more the physical and etheric sides of sex than the
emotional polarity of it, which refers more to the 28th Path from Yesod to
Netzach. Aphrodite was said to have been born of the sea-foam, and the sea is
the most obvious physical example of the principle of Flux and Reflux. She was
carried to land in a mussel shell, again a link with the primitive crustacean forms
of life. The use of the crustacean as an example of primitive life-forms
emphasises the mechanics of building up Form vehicles about the Spirit, just as
the shell builds about the simple living creature.

11. Response to stimuli, the awareness of and reaction to an objective world,
has various grades of development. The most primitive form is the reflex action,
an automatic movement of nerve cells and the associated muscles which we
have already considered under the symbolism of the Hebrew letter Qoph. The
next stage consists of tropisms, obligatory movements of the whole animal
which becomes common to groups of animals of the same kind. Thus the Group
Angels of species could perhaps be assigned to the Sephirah Netzach —the
archetypal patterns of every bird and beast. Then comes instinctive behaviour,
which is seen at its ‘'most organised form in ants, wasps and bees. The beehive is
a profound esoteric symbol, traditionally brought to Earth from Venus as a
pattern for early man of the goal of civilisation, the co-operation of all for the
common good, which is by no means incompatible with the full development of
human free-will. The highest form of civilisation will necessarily be composed
of highly evolved and spiritually directed men and women and so the
improvement of world organisation lies in religion and not politics. And by
organisation is not meant the stereotyping of habits of small uncreative cogs in a
social machine but willing co-operation in a corporate adventure. Many are
perfect organisation men and women, their lives stereotyped by habit from
morning till night, but such are almost dead souls, for habit is a killer unless
used creatively, that is, in order to release the mind for other activities.



12.  (PAGE21) There is, however, much of the habitual and the instinctual
upon this Path, for it is also a segment of the etheric plane as will be gathered by
the Tarot card attribution of The Moon. In her novel "The Sea Priestess' Dion
Fortune's hero, communing with the Moon whilst convalescent, describes very
well this level of existence: "Now | cannot tell what | said to the Moon, or what
the Moon said to me, but all the same, | got to know her very well. And this was
the impression | got of her—that she ruled over a kingdom that was neither
material nor spiritual, but a strange moon-kingdom of her own. In it moved
tides— ebbing, flowing, slack water, high water, never ceasing, always on the
move; up and down, backwards and forwards, rising and receding; coming past
on the flood, flowing back on the ebb; and these tides affected our lives. They
affected birth and death and all the processes of the body. They affected the
mating of animals, and the growth of vegetation, and the insidious workings of
disease. They also affected the reactions of drugs, and there was a lore of herbs
belonging to them. All these things | got by communing with the Moon, and |
felt certain that if | could only learn the rhythm and periodicity of her tides |
should know a very great deal. But this | did not learn; for she could only teach
me abstract things, and the details | was unable to receive from her because they
eluded my mind."

13. The italics are our own and they emphasise an important point, for the
things here described cannot be formulated and categorised at all readily by the
mind. This is the sphere where the natural psychic and the natural healer are at
home—and such are not usually intellectually minded but work by ‘feel' and
intuition. There is unfortunately still a large gap between the scientists and the
intuitives—often the former are all too mind-bound and the latter all too
unscientific. So we tend to get pedants and academies on the one hand and
guacks and faddists on the other—both types superstitious and narrow minded,
each in their own fashion.



14. (PAGE22) The natural world and its etheric counterpart corresponding to
the potencies of the 29th Path do represent a barrier and even a frightening
illogical horror to the mind, for the mind does not operate in these regions
except at a primitive instinctual level. Thus this Path represents a confrontation
on one level with Nature, red in tooth and claw.

15. In his early novel 'Watt' (Olympia Press, Paris; Grove Press, New Y ork)
Samuel Beckett gives an horrific example of the recoil of the human mind from
the natural world. Watt and his friend, alone in a strange garden in an alien
universe are in the habit of going down to the stream to look at the rats: "And
then we would sit down in the midst of them," Watt says, "and give them to eat,
out of our hands, of a nice fat frog, or a baby thrush. Or seizing suddenly a
plump young rat, resting in our bosom after its repast, we would feed it to its
mother, or its father, or its brother, or its sister, or to some less fortunate relative.
It was on these occasions, we agreed, after an exchange of views, that we came
nearest to God."

16. It is this savage aspect of Nature, and in man the whole history of tabu,
superstition, blood sacrifice, the primitive magic of urine and entrails, that is the
make-up of the hideous Black Isis which could be said to sit at the threshold of
this Path — a kind of malignant sphinx. The answer to the terrible riddle of the
sphinx is, however, "Man.", the highest form of physical existence, who goes
through the travails of physical evolution, veritable labours of Hercules, to
become eventually a God. And at the end of this terrible 29th Path is the shining
image of Netzach, the Beautiful Naked Woman, the White Isis, the Vision of
Beauty Triumphant. This is not a thing that can be intellectually demonstrated
for it is a mystical experience, the transformation of the dark, hideous goddess to
the bright shining beautiful one.

17.  In Arthurian legend the Path has much to do with Gawain. Gawain was
himself a scion of the brute forces represented by Lot and Morgawse of Orkney
and he was



(PAGE23) one who had to overcome within himself the primal urges of the 'old
law' of revenge. He was indeed one of the bloodiest of knights, who had great
difficulty in learning the laws of chivalry. Even at his best he appears uncouth
and barbarous when compared to such chivalrous and courtly French knights as
Lancelot and his kindred. It was Gawain, in fact, whose spirit of revenge was a
major factor in the break-up of the Fellowship of the Round Table.

18. He was also often aligned with the forces of Nature, as not only did his
strength rise and decline with, the rising and setting of the Sun, but an early
poem, 'Sir Gawain and the Green Knight' describes his shield as bearing the
Pentagram —a sigil connected with the Elements. In this story he is challenged
to smite off the head of a green giant on condition that if the giant survives he
will return the compliment a year and a day later. Thinking such an eventuality
unlikely, Gawain does so but the giant replaces his head on his shoulders and
gallops off. A year and a day later Gawain fulfills his pledge and submits his
head to be struck off by the green giant, but by being willing to undergo this
certain death in order to preserve his integrity and the honour of knighthood, he
Is spared. The green giant is obviously a force of brute nature and the test is akin
to the full implications of the answer to the riddle of the sphinx. The Laws of
Humanity must be made to transcend the Laws of Nature.

19. Another Gawain story is his marriage to Lady Ragnell, a woman of
hideous aspect, but who, when Gawain accepts her as she is without thought for
himself becomes trans- formed into a beautiful maiden. Ragnell is thus another
form of the Dark and Bright Isis —and she lives with him seven years, the
number of the Sephirah Netzach.

20. A more modern parallel to this myth is the belief that in the centre of
darkest Africa —until recently a strange unknown continent very aptly symbolic
of rife, primitive and barbaric life —there lives a White Queen, beautiful and
ageless. This legend still persists even though it is now known that no such
Queen does exist or probably ever did



(PAGE?24) exist. It has also appeared in literary form in Rider Haggard's 'She' —
and though 'She' could be considered one of the Jungian archetypes and thus
more relevant to the 28th Path, there are interconnections and overtones between
all the Paths of the Tree as with all the Sephiroth, and the White Queen hidden
in the Dark Continent is not so much an image of the anima as the Luminous
Image of the Creator, concealed and yet, to the 'wise', revealed in Nature.

21.  The 29th Path is thus a Path of pantheism and the early and more down-to-
earth stages of the Green Ray, the Way of Nature Mysticism. This is by no
means the towns- man's superficial and sentimental 'love' of the country but the
ambivalent love/hate attitude of the countryman who has to wrest his living
from it. Real love of Nature, like real love between humans, is not a thing
ofrefined ethereal appreciation, but a confrontation and willing acceptance of
reality.

22.  The nature of this Path is really below aesthetics in spite of being a
channel for the pure creative forces of Netzach. There is, however, a certain
connection with art. On its lowest level it is the frenzy of primitive dance, and
on a higher level, what the poet Lorca has described as the 'duende'.

23. This is a concept which is by no means easy to describe and one can only
recommend study of Lorca's original lecture "Theory and Function of the
Duende' which is now quite famous and should be easily available. Lorca
describes the 'duende' as something which is not the muse, nor the angel of
artistic creation, but a thing that "surges up from the soles of the feet." Goethe
described it in reference to Paganini as "a mysterious power that everyone feels
but that no philosopher has explained," and Lorca calls it 'the spirit of the earth'.
It is something which is most frequently met with in Spanish culture, in certain
gypsy and flamenco singers and dancers, in the bitumen blacks ground in with
fist and knee in the paintings of Goya, in the 'Pythagorean



(PAGE25) music' of the cape-work of bullfighters of the calibre of Joselito or
Belmonte.

24. Its relationship with the 29th Path is perhaps best intuited from Lorca's
poetic definition, "an air of the mind that blows insistently over the heads of the
dead, in search of new landscapes and unsuspected accents; an air smelling of a
child's saliva, of pounded grass, and medusal veil announcing the constant
baptism of newly created things." Another aspect of this Path may be gained
from the description of ‘the smell of death' said to hang about a bull- fighter
before his last cornada and described by Pilar in Hemingway's 'For Whom the
Bell Tolls'. The description is by no means suitable for the drawing room but the
cruder facts of physical life seldom penetrate such a sanctum, and for thepeace
of mind of most of us, probably a good thing too.

25. The Mysteries of this Path correspond closely with the pre-Eleusinian
Kabyric Mysteries. Even less is known of these Mysteries than those of Eleusis,
but their depiction in early paintings is of pigmy-like men, very phallic, in
contact with the Feminine principle in the form of beautiful crane- like birds.
The deity worshipped was a form of Demeter, called Pelarge, in conjunction
with Isthmaides, a form of Poseidon, God of the Sea. Pelarge came originally
from Potnial, a city dedicated to Demeter as Potnia, the mistress. Like Demeter,
pregnant sows were sacrificed to her, the pig being the 'uterine animal' of the
earth as the dolphin is of the sea.

26. The Kabyric Mysteries are probably the foundation of the later Eleusinian
Mysteries. It was Demeter who brought the Mysteries to the city of the Kabyroi
and gave them to Prometheus and his son Aitnaios, the Etnean, in other words,
Hephaestos. The Kabyroi were in fact sometimes called Hephaestoi. It was an
Underworld cult and its connection with Hephaestos, the smith of the gods,
shows a link with those early evolutionary Swarms of Divine Sparks known as
the Lords of Form in 'The Cosmic Doctrine' who formulated the Laws of
Geology and the 'Corporeal Intelligence'



(PAGE26) of the planetary spheres. Thus the Flashing Colours of the Path,
Crimson, Buff flecked silver-white, Light translucent pinkish-brown, and Stone
suggest fire and stone as well as blood and the more colourless secretions of
biological life.

27. The crane/swan identity of the higher feminine principle suggeststhe
powers of Netzach and the stork is still popularly associated with birth.
Furthermore, the swan-maiden legends have come down in various mythologies
though not all have relevance to the somewhat primitive aspects of' the 29th
Path. The large erop of swan transformation legends in Ireland, a land renowned
for Elemental beings and fairies, may have a certain reference to the faery
kingdom of Tier nan Og, the Land of Eternal Youth, a Netzach condition behind
the Elemental aspects of the natural physical world. Generally speaking though,
they have more relevance to the 28th Path, which might be called the 29th Path
on a higher are.

28.  One bird maiden which corresponds well with the 29th Path however, is
that depicted on a Sumerian baked clay plaque some four thousand years old,
whose Earthy and Lunar aspects are shown by her head-dress of bull's horns and
the measuring instrument she holds. She is winged but has clawed feet. Both
these are bird attributions, but wings, in that they can lift to great heights, are
Cosmic spiritual symbols, while claws convey ideas of the primitive and even
demonic. She is said to be Lilith, that strange woman who was said to be before
Eve.

29. In Isaiah xxxiv her name is rendered in translation as a screech-owl and
the whole passage from the 11th to the 15th verse gives some idea of the wilder
aspects of the 29th Path: "But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the
owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and He shall stretch out upon it the line
of confusion, and the stones of emptiness. They shall call the nobles thereof to
the kingdom, but none shall be there, and all her princes shall be nothing. And
thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses
thereof, and it shall be an habitation



(PAGE27) of dragons, and a court for owls. The wild beasts of the desert shall
also-meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow;
the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest. There
shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her
shadow: there shall the vultures also be gathered, every one with her mate."

30. These are the pronouncements of the prophet Isaiah on the desolation
which shall be wrought on God's enemies but it is a fallowing back to first
principles of nature, and thus akin to the 29th Path. Primitive life is not evil —it
may appear unpleasant to civilised man-but that is by no means necessarily the
same thing. Thus the naked form of Lilith is not demonic. Really she is an
aspect of the Beautiful Naked Woman of Netzach who descends the 29th Path,
putting on the vestments of corporeal nature to become the Young Woman,
Crowned and Throned, in Malkuth.

31. It is true of course that the Order of Demons, or Qliphoth, in Malkuth is
known as Lilith -the Evil Woman - and confusion must be avoided between the
two concepts, but the attribution of the owl, sometimes thought to be a bird of
evil, also shows a link with the Supernal Wisdom of Pallas Athene.

32. In conclusion, the swan legend that, because of the astrological sign, has
close relation to this Path, is that of Leda, who gave birth to Castor and Pollux,
the Heavenly Twins. These twins, if one studies the legend, are excellent
representations of the Individuality and Personality, like the two fish of the sign
Pisces. An intuitive examination of the myths and legends of beings who have
stellar representation and reference to a treatise on the deeper sides of astrology,
such as 'Esoteric Astrology' by Alice Bailey (Lucis Trust, London & New York),
can lead to some very illuminating insights. There is deep esoteric implication in
the fact that the Tarot Trump is sometimes called The Twilight. It shows a link
with the transition from one phase to another. Pisces, the astrological sign of this
Path, is at the beginning



(PAGE28) and the end of the Zodiac according to the way of working the wheel.
Similarly, the Cosmic Twilight comes at the beginning and end of a Cosmic Day
(or Night), just as the terrestrial twilight marks the division between Earthly
nights and days.

NOTES ON THE DESIGN OF TRUMP XVIlI
The Marseilles card shows two dogs howling at the Moon, from which drops
seem to be falling. In the background are two towers, one each side of the card,
and in the foreground a crayfish is seen in a pool, possibly crawling out between
the dogs.
Papus says that it is blood falling from the moon and that the path is sprinkled
with it. Wirth, like Levi, however, prefers to consider the drops to be dew. Levi
also mentions that the animals should be a dog and a wolf, chained to the towers,
with a path leading between them towards the horizon. He thought this path
should be sprinkled with blood though. Subsequent designs agree with the dog
and wolf interpretation with the exception of Wirth and Zain, though the latter
makes one dog white and the other black. None, however, have the animals
chained.
Waite differs from Crowley in that he thinks the Moon is waxing and not
waning—all versions, however, show the same profile head. On the Harris card
Crowley considers the drops from the moon to be impure blood and shaped like
Yods. The towers each side are black and each contains a figure of Anubis with
an attendant jackal.
Knapp also gives blood dropping from the moon and to accentuate the polarity,
makes his wolf black and dog white, countercharged by white and black towers
behind. Case and Waite both think it dew. All agree that it is a dismal landscape,
in Crowley's word, sinister. Wirth has described it as a steppe land behind the
towers, behind which is a forest full of ghosts, and beyond that a mountain and
precipice bordering a stream of purifying water. Case and Waite show
mountains in the distance on their cards.
A count of the moon rays shows Waite and Knapp to have 32 in all. On all the
others a full count is difficult owing to their going off the top of the card. Of the
falling drops the Marseilles card gives 19, Wirth 18, Waite 15, Knapp 15, Case
18, Crowley 9. Waite's, Case's and Crowley's are definitely Yods. The 'Egyptian'



Tarot has neither of these conventions and shows the towers as a black and a
white pyramid.

All cards agree on the crayfish except the Crowley/Harris, which shows
Khephera, the scarab, with a sun disk. Case draws attention to stones and plants
by the water, representative of the mineral and vegetable kingdoms. These
appear also on Waite's card.

One old Tarot card has an alternative design of a harpist serenading by moon-
light a young girl loosing her hair at a window. Manly P. Hall's suggested
symbol for the card is a flame in a cup.



The 31st Path
Malkuth— Hod

KEY: ¥’Shin. Tooth.

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE:  AFire. ' -
" THEORY:  Spirit of the Primal Fire. (XX-—The Last Judg-
' ment.) : -

COLOURS: Glowing orange scarlet. Vermilion, Scarlet
fecked gold. Vermilion flecked crimson gnd
emerald. - _

TEXT:  “The Thirty-first Path is the Pcrpetual__lntclh-.
gence, but why is it so called? Because 1t rcgu-
fates the motions of the Sun and Moon in ,tl"!el‘l:
proper order, each in an orbit convenient for 1t.

1. (PAGE29) This Path, we may say, is the polar opposite of the 29th Path-
its symbolism is primarily Fiery as opposed to the Water'y nature of the 29th
Path. The 29th Path is the Corporeal Intelligence and is much concerned with
the biological foundation of man's existence. The 31st Path im-parts direction, or
the revelation of mental factors, which, developed to greater and greater degree,
cause the ultimate vast difference between man and the beasts. That it is a Path
of instruction on mental levels is implied by the form in which the Yetziratic
Text is set out-as question and answer —the only Text so expressed.

2. The title of Perpetual Intelligence indicates the spiritual factor behind this
psychological evolution, for although Hod is very much the Sephirah of
mentality, its own Yetziratic Text states that it "has no root by which it can
cleave, nor rest, except in the hidden places of Gedulah, Magnificence, from
which emanates its own proper essence.” The Sephirah Gedulah, or Chesed,
represents that sphere where the greater Intelligences that guide evolution abide,
and is itself representative of the principle of law and order in the Universe.
Thus the mind of Hod is of little evolutionary use



(PAGE30) without the in-forming ethical principles of Chesed.

3. Hence this Path is said to regulate the motions of the Sun and Moon, the
supreme symbols of radiation and receptivity. In man this is the relationship
between Individuality and Personality, and also, particularly on this Path, the
relationship between leader and led, for on this Path are the analogues of the
first struggles towards civilisation by man and the formation of the family, the
tribe and eventually the nation.

4.  Esoteric tradition says that primitive man was guided by inner plane
beings, or Manus, examples of such being Narada, Hermes, Merlin and so on.
One of the keys to this Path then is an understanding of anthropology, just as
keys to the 29th and 32nd Paths are a study of biology and primitive religion.

5. The beginnings of civilisation one equates with the discovery of the
making of fire and its use for the preparation of food, making of tools,
protection from wild beasts, and as a centre for communal life. The astrological
symbol for this Path is thus aptly the Element of Fire; and the revelation of the
way towards higher levels of physical existence is shown on the Tarot card with
an Angel awakening the dead. This need not be confused with the orthodox
Christian belief in the one final assumption of humanity in physical bodies to
heaven—the principle behind the Tarot Trump is the awakening to new and
higher levels of life.

6.  The juxtaposition of the ideas of fire and of revelation call to mind the
myth of Prometheus, which like the significances of the Path, can be interpreted
at different levels, though all levels are reflections and patterns one of another.
Thus Prometheus could be considered to have brought fire to man so that man
could develop the arts of civilisation, but on a higher level the fire could be
considered an awakening of the Spiritual Will in man.

7. This higher interpretation is borne out by the esoteric title of the Tarot
Trump—Spirit of the Primal Fire. When the word 'Primal’ is used in mystical
symbolism it usually



(PAGE31) refers to spiritual factors, because spiritual being was before anything
Is. The awakening of the Spiritual Will implies the sense of individual identity
In man, the realisation of himself as a separate immortal being so that
civilisation becomes the co-operation of individuals rather than the natural
aggregation by instinct into herds.

8.  Thus the gift of Melchisedek which relates to this Path is asbestos, the
strange mineral that resists the all-conquering fire and thus symbolises
immortality and powers of existence transcending Elemental life. This symbol
stresses the factor of individualisation just as the beehive stresses corporate
existence, and the Way of Evolution is the way in between-the Path of
Equilibrium, the straight and narrow way like the edge of a sword. Ultimately
there is no contradiction between individual and corporate free-will, which does
not imply the entire subjugation of one by the other, but simply a true
appreciation of unity.

9.  Whilst the Path has. high spiritual principles behind it, it is very much a
down to earth one so there are great opportunities to be found upon it. It is a
Path of living out Spiritual principles rather than the application of the mind to
them of the 26th Path or the more purely mental bias of the 30th. As the 29th
Path could be pictorially summarised as a lush wilderness teeming with wild life,
so the 31st Path could well be imagined in the form of the fires of a semi-
nomadic tribe seen in the desert darkness.

10.  Apart from Prometheus—whose name means ‘fore- thought'—which is the
main thing that distinguishes men from beasts, the most appropriate god-form
for this Path would be the Greek Hestia or the Roman Vesta. Hestia was the
oldest of the Olympians, and like Athena and Artemis, was ever virgin. Her
name means 'the hearth' and she presided over domesticated fire, from the
household fires of every family to the prytaneum, or Public Hearth, of every
town, and also the priestly sacrificial fires. She is therefore at the very hub of
civilisation and this perhaps accounts for her dignified position among the other
Olympians, many of



(PAGE32) whom were notorious in Greek legend for their somewhat
guestionable escapades. In Rome, Vesta was similarly the goddess of fire in its
domestic and religious ceremonial use, and her rites were simple and un-bloody
in nature, the objects of reverence being the hearth fire and a clay vase of water,
narrow at the base so that it had to be held and not laid aside. Thus one level of
the 31st Path, esoterically speaking, is the Path of the Hearth Fire, that is the
building of a home and raising a family according to spiritual principle. The
hearth is the altar of family life and the focus of the home; the home exists not
for the happiness or even the well-being of the two adults who built it, but for
the children that are reared therein —though of course the true home implies by
its very purpose and nature the happiness of all within it.

11. The psychological factors of the 31st Path could be said to include
therefore, the higher instincts, that is, the more tender feelings of parenthood and
mating as opposed to the more selfish self-preservation and procreative instincts
of the 29th Path. Vesta was also originally' the protectress of sown fields, thus
implying the first steps of civilisation from hunters of wild flora and fauna to the
tending of crops and herds. Really an extension of the family principle.

12. Hephaestos is another fire god who has relevance to this Path. Originally
he may have been a god of the celestial fire, lightning, and he was sometimes
referred to as 'the Etnean' and thus was in this aspect a god of the volcanic inner
fires of the Earth. Celestial fire has reference to the Divine Wisdom and Will
and to the higher powers of the mind and thus is more under the province of
higher Paths of the Tree and such mythological figures as Prometheus and Pallas
Athene, though these do have certain relevance to the 31st Path in that they are
higher analogues of it. The volcanic fire also has relation to the intelligent
formation of the planetary spheres, but such aspects are pre-human, though they
bear out Hephaestos' attribution of Divine



(PAGE33) Blacksmith. As far as humanity is directly concerned he was patron
of fire in its use in the forging of tools and weapons which were essential for the
beginnings of human civilisation.

13.  Thus we see that the Spiritual Significance of the Path is aptly summed up
by the attribution of the Element of Fire, for Fire implies the development in
animal life of individualised will, the fore-thinking of the higher brain, with the
consequent formation of social units in conscious intelligent co-operation, and
the development of technology in order to gain dominance over the natural
world.

14. The Hebrew letter for the Path, Shin, meaning Tooth, also has the
appearance in its shape of a flickering fire, terminating at the upper points in
three creative Yods. Its shape also suggests the development of individual facets
from a common sub-stratum. The tooth is the hardest part of the body just as the
Spirit is the most enduring part of the whole of man. Spirit has considerable
relevance to this lowly placed Path, for man's whole evolution is in accordance
with the will of the Spirit, and for the benefit of the Spirit. The tooth is a cutting
and grinding implement, that which prepares food for subsequent digestion, just
as the Personality of man has to cut and grind its way through life after life to
provide the experience of manifestation which is digested and transmuted into
spiritual sustenance and life by the Individuality. The tooth is also a symbol of
creativeness; according to Freud dreams of losing the teeth usually conceal fears
of impotence. Thus we can say that the Hebrew letter indicates that the Path is
concerned with individualisation —spiritual evolution through the discipline of
experience and the development of powers of creation. The evolutionary aspect
of the Path is also shown in that it leads to Hod — 'the mean of the
primordial' — that is, the Way of Evolution is a process of harmonisation of the
contending forces arising from the most primitive levels. The middle way
between two opposites is suggested by the shape of the letter Shin.



15. (PAGE34) This Middle Way is shown also on the Tarot Trump, tor the
true design seems to have been a child rising from a tomb and the man and
woman each side rising from the ground, not as persons, but as principles of
positive and negative in Nature. The child is the growing point in the evolving
man.

16. A tradition suggested by this card is the Raising of Lazarus, the bringing
back to life of man rendered corrupt by his own sin. There is so much automatic
living nowadays lives lived by habit and narrow convention, that Lazarus could
almost be a symbol of modern man. In this context the figure on the card raising
the dead would be Our Lord — the Way, the Truth and the Life. And not so
much the ‘pale Gahlean’ of many 'Christian' dead, but the Risen Christ — in
Glory, and Triumphant.

17.  As this Path leads to Hod there is an influence upon it of the civilising
aspects of number and speech, the one allowing calculation and measurement
and the other allowing a higher degree of communication than brute noises
There are many of course who use the power of speech to corrupt or even
prevent communication but this is a Qliphothic abuse of the Divine Powers of
this Path

18.  Speech is of profound occult significance as is hinted at in the term Logos
for God, and the Bible is by no means the only religious book which reveals the
profound higher import of speech in "In the beginning was the Word " There is a
traditional belief that to discover the real name of a thing is to gain power over it,
as is shown forth in the legend of Isis obtaining the real name of Ra. The giving
of a name is a sacrament in the Church and a novitiate of Holy Orders or an
initiate in an Esoteric Fraternity always takes a new name. The original purpose
in baptism was the giving of a Christian name', that is, the taking on of a name
from Christian history or tradition as a token of intention and aspiration. There
are many today who would more appropriately have been baptised 'Thomas' -
for they doubt very much.



19. (PAGE35) H. P. Blavatsky in 'The Secret Doctrine' also stresses the
significance of the powers of speech and says that a person's use of language is
of greater import than they might dare to think. It seems therefore, that many
might do far better by themselves to cultivate silence—a Binah virtue — for
compulsive garrulousness, on all levels, drowns out the sound of the Spirit, the
still small voice. It is not out of mere penitential caprice that some religious
Orders impose vows of silence.

20. Number, like speech, represents actual potencies, and is not merely
symbolism. The difference between chemical elements, for example, is purely
one of number, as is also the difference between different colours, the notes of
the musical scale, the temperature of a substance and also its different states as
solid, liquid or gas, and so on. Any of this can be verified from an elementary
textbook on science.

21. As an example, the atom of the element Krypton has orbital tracks of 2, 8,
18 and 8 electrons about its nucleus, (the number of electrons in a particular
orbit corresponding to' the mathematical series 2(1)2, 2(2)2, 2(3)2, and the outer
ring of the most stable elements such as Krypton, the 'inert' gases, always being
8), and differs from its neighbour, Bromine, in that Bromine has only 7 electrons
in the outer ring. This difference of number accounts for the widely different
physical properties that the elements display in the world of appearances—
Malkuth. On the other hand the nucleus of any element contains charges of a
different polarity, which are held packed in together with tremendous force, a
force which, when released, gives us such necessities of modern life as atomic
and hydrogen war- heads and bombs. The factor of number could be attributed
to the 31 st Path and the factor of the latent power to the 29th Path and the
differences of chemical properties, colour, density and so on, to the Sephirah
Malkuth, the physical world. Thus we can see how the 29th and 31 st Paths
complement each other in their convergence on Malkuth.

22.  This is all in the realms of chemistry and physics but



(PAGE36) there are the psychological analogues in man. The 29th Path
represents the hereditary factors which make up man in the world, the power of
his instincts, the forces of his body; the 31 st Path holds the key to temperament,
that is, not hereditary factors of physique and nervous system, but the projection
of a Personality from an Individuality; and the important keys to character here
are not in physical ancestry but the ancestry of former projections or incarna-
tions. Thus, as a treading of the 29th Path is a confrontation with the whole
gamut of the biological past, which has been recapitulated in the womb of the
mother, so a treading of the 31st Path can be revealing of past lives, or at any
rate the factors in past lives which play an important part in the temperamental
make-up in the present life, for all cannot be revealed until the consciousness of
Tiphareth is attained, the focussing point of the Individuality.
23.  To sum up, the ascent of the 31 st Path is an appreciation of the inner
forces that make up the physical appearances of Malkuth, objectively or
subjectively. The descent of it is the bringing down of the factors of the soul
which are important for the present incarnation. These will be largely karmic,
otherwise one would not, in conditions of the present, be incarnate. They can
reveal destiny however, and the nature of karma often points to the nature of the
destiny. In one way, the Path may be seen to be a lower reflection of the 22nd
Path, which is the Path, par excellence, of Karmic Adjustment, for all the Paths,
particularly those on the same side of the Tree, interlink and are analagous on
lower or higher arcs one with another.

NOTES ON THE DESIGN OF TRUMP XX
The Marseilles card shows a winged angel with trumpet and banner, and below,
a figure rising from a tomb, naked, and on each side, a naked man and woman
also rising, either from other tombs or from the ground.
Wirth has these two figures definitely rising out of the ground, a point also
mentioned by Westcott, which would suggest that they are principles —positive
and negative —of natural life and that only the central figure is human as such.
With this card attributed to Shin it would represent the first stirrings of the
interred Spirit from the natural world. As with the Marseilles card, Wirth shows
rays proceeding from the angel and he makes them 12 in number, a point
followed



(PAGE37) by Case Knapp makes these a general fiery radiance and agrees with
Wirth in putting in falling drops, though 16 in number as opposed to Wirth’s 20.
On Knapp's card all the figures arise from one tomb and have clothes, or at any
rate coloured shrouds, the central one being a small child. Manley P. Hall's
symbolic interpretation is that of a skull on a black field surmounted by a rose
on a white. There are also flowers growing all about on Knapp's card, and as
with Wirth, the angel bears a solar disk on the brow.

Waite and Case follow in making the central figure a child but cause it to face
into the card in the traditional way rather than out, as Knapp has It. They also
have the trio naked, and rising from three separate tombs, which are apparently
floating on water. In the background they have mountains, but Waite is alone in
showing other figures rising from other tombs. Case mentions that the banner
should measure five units by five so that the cross upon it this covers. nine out
of a total of twentyfive imaginary squares; and he also causes the position of the
arms of the man child and woman to suggest the word LV X.

Crowley had originally agreed along these lines. He saw the central figure as a
fair youth rising from a tomb in the attitude of the god Shu supporting the
firmament and flanked by a dark woman making the downward pointing
triangular sign for Water on her breast, and a man making the upward pointing
triangular sign for Fire on his forehead. Subsequently, when he came to
collaborate with Lady Frieda Harris on a new set of cards, he chose to call this
one The Aeon and emblematic of the New Age. Thus he set a figure of horus in
the centre of the conjunction of Nuit above and Hadit below. Briefly, Nuit,
whose symbol is the night sky, could be called ‘the circumference which is
nowhere', the unlimited possibility; and Hadit, the Winged disk, ‘the central
point which is everywhere’, the ubiquitous point of view. At the bottom of the
card is shown a flower like letter Shin with human figures in each petal, and
behind it as suggestion of the sign Libra, an indication of the Aeon after this one
of Horus; the fact that the Age of Horus is only just beginning is shown by
Horus having one hand empty as yet undeveloped of attributes.

The' 'Egyptian’ Tarot shows three mummies, of a man, woman and child,
emerging from a sarcophagus on which is depicted the. Scarab.. a sign of
immortality and rebirth. Above is a winged genie, blowing a trumpet, in the Sun.
It was Count de Gébelin's opinion that the coffin on the traditional card was a



(PAGE38) later interpolation and that originally the card represented the Primal
Creation.

Waite has scorned this idea, but as Manly P. Hall points out, there is little
difference esoterically between birth and rebirth, so the inner meaning of the
card would remain unchanged.
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Part 1l

The Structures of the Personality



The 28th Path
Yesod— Netzach

KEY: ¥ Tzaddi. Fish-hook.
SPIRIT_UA_L SIGNIFICANCE: == Aquarius. The Water Bearer.

THEORY:  Son of the Morning. Chief among the Mighty.
(IV—The Emperor.)

COLOURS:  Violet. Sky-blue. Bluish-mauve. White tinge
) purple. -
TEXT:  “The Twenty-eighth Path is called the Naturai
Intelligence; by it is completed and perfected
the nature of all that exists beneath the Sun.”

1.  (PAGE39) The Twenty-eighth Path, in that it joins Netzach and Yesod,
will be a Path of great power and force, for by it the pure forces of the creative
Imagination pour into the subconscious mind. This power is well symbolised by
The Emperor, for this inflow of force is one of the prime factors in the make-up
of the Personality of man.

2. The Personality should be a simulacrum of the Individuality in the
developed person; in other words, that which is below should be as that which is
above —in accordance with the Hermetic axiom. This factor is" shown in the
sign of Aquarius, which shows a zig-zag line, recalling to mind the Lightning
Flash, reflected in a similar zig-zag line below it. The upper line represents the
Individuality and the lower line the Personality. In this manner "is completed
and perfected the nature of all things beneath the Sun" — the Sun being, of
course, Tiphareth.

3. Itis perhaps as well that this Path is called the Natural Intelligence for its
powers and potencies can have an appearance which seem to belie this. Yet it is
by no means a Path of 'supernatural forces'. In any case, there can be no such
thing as the supernatural; the Laws of a Universe are supreme in that Universe,
just as the Laws of any Plane are supreme on that Plane. If one falls over a cliff,
for in-



(PAGE40) stance, waving a magic wand—assuming one has one at the time and
the presence of mind to use it—will not in any way lessen one's impact with the
ground. A parachute is the magical weapon needed in such a case. The physical
outcome of any magical operation does not come about in any miraculous
manner unless one happens to be the magical calibre of a Christ—and even here
it appears obvious that the miracles only seem to be such, just as a cigarette
lighter might seem miraculous to a savage.

4.  All the 'magic’ of this Path is but an appearance, and the glamour of it is
entirely Qliphothic — unbalanced force. This being a Path of considerable
power it is quite easy for forces to be unbalanced, but such unbalance, resulting
in compulsive behaviour and superstition, is no part of the Path, which being of
the Tree of Life is part of the Divine Plan and therefore perfect, but unevolved
man's uncontrolled reaction to it.

5.  The power of the Path could be said, symbolically, to be a result of the
tremendous polarity between the Beautiful Naked Woman of Netzach and the
Beautiful Naked Man of Yesod. In Netzach is the image of the Individuality
shining direct into the subconscious mind of the Personality and attracting and
influencing it as a fisherman plays a fish — hence the Hebrew letter of the Path,
Tzaddi, a Fish-hook. The correct discernment of this force within the Personality,
and intelligent co-operation with it, leads to the perfectly natural process of
spiritual growth as the term, Natural Intelligence, implies. Owing to factors
resulting from the Primary Deviation however, the links between levels of
consciousness are occluded, producing the frequent aberrations that are found on
this Path.

6.  In psychological terms, the forces of this Path correspond closely to the
Jungian archetypes, though there is rather more to it than just this. The Order of
Angels of Netzach, for example, the Elohim, are the forces behind all the gods
and supernatural powers conceived by the mind of man. The powers from the
relatively formless Netzach are



(PAGE41) basically the same, however, whatever the theories and nomenclature
that man may care to attribute to them, scientific or religious.

7. Whether Jung realised it or not, and it is possible he suspected more than
he cared to admit, the archetypes of the unconscious, particularly the contra-
sexual image, are images of the Individuality of man. The tremendous power of
the anima image over man is a frequent motif in literature, perhaps as well as
anywhere in Marlowe's 'Dr. Faustus :

"Was this the face that launched a thousand ships
And burnt the topless towers of lium?

Sweet Helen, make me immortal with a kiss.

Her lips suck forth my soul; see where it flies! —
Come Helen, come, give me my soul again.

Here will | dwell, for Heaven is in these lips,
And all is dross that is not Helena."”

8. In this passage, Marlowe, with great poetic insight- and artistic inspiration
is also a factor on this Path-shows the ease of confusion between the image of
the Individuality, which is subjective, and the objective projection of that image
upon another person of the opposite sex.

9.  The Individuality, whose life-span is a Cosmic Day, is relatively immortal
from the point of view of the Personality; so the words "make me immortal with
a kiss." show well the experience of consciousness achieved when a functional
union between Personality and Individuality is made. This experience can well
seem like a loss of identity to the Personality and yet be, at the same time, a
transcendent experience, hence "Her lips suck forth my soul . . . give me my
soul again . .. Heaven is in these lips ... all is dross that is not Helena."

10. When, however, the contact with the Individuality, essentially an inner
experience, is confused with objective reality by its projection upon another,
then obviously there is going to be trouble, whether in more modern times as a



(PAGE42) bad marriage or tragic love affair or in Homeric legend as the
launching of a thousand ships and the ten year siege and burning of a city. These
are the lengths to which glamour can lead man and glamour is still very much
with us. The wider aspects of the subject are well dealt with by the Tibetan m
Alice Bailey's 'Glamour-A World Problem' (Lucis Trust. London & New York.)
11. It is only in comparatively recent times that passion has been considered
an enobling thing and this attitude is erroneous. The great romances of Western
literature Lancelot and Guinevere, Romeo and Juliet, Heloise and Abelard, (an
actual case), and so on, are all examples of an abuse or lack of control of sexual,
or horizontal, polarity. This kind of situation may be caused by a restimulation
of actors in past lives when the vertical polarity (ie. devotion to the god-head) of
such cults as those of Ishtar or Astarte was abused by confusing it with
horizontal (i.e. sexual) polarity. In such cases the Temple sexual sacrament
became divorced from its sacramental aspect through confusion of the goddess
with the priestess and/or all mankind with the priest or male worshipper.

12.  The modern regard for romance-which is essentially escapism, a denial of
life-as-it-is-in-Earth, and hence a blasphemy against Adonai-stems largely from
the outer aspects of the Venus cult of the Mediterranean which was stamped out
in the Albigensian persecution. The Trouveres and the Troubadours represent
the esoteric and exoteric aspects of this brief efflorescence, which drew its
inspiration from the remains of Roman culture, in turn derived from the Greeks,
with secondary tributaries from Mithraic and Persian sources. The Greek
tradition owed much to the Egyptian, and the Egyptian, in its later debased form,
also affected the Roman directly. Later, in Arthurian legend the Mediterranean
Venus cult combined with the northern Druidic Nature and Sun worship and
also the Celtic Christianity, which was non-monastic, non-ascetic, and linked
Christianity with love of Nature. Thus the Arthurian cycle



(PAGE43) is a mine of mystical knowledge though somewhat distorted by later
orthodox Christian glosses.

13.  Nature worship, whether Druidic, Celtic Christian, or any other, aligns
well with this 28th Path. Nature is under the Divine Aspect of God the Father,
and the Emperor of the Tarot Trump can be considered an anthropomorphic
representation of this Aspect, the higher analogue of which is in Chokmah.
There is also a link here with the Jungian Wise Old Man archetype and also with
the animus, the contra-sexual image of woman. This former archetype can also
be obsessive as is exemplified in the case of the German philosopher Friedrich
Nietzsche, in his case under a Dionysiac form.

14. The Feminine-Side of the worship of Nature, Queen Venus, or Isis of
Nature, is shown forth by the Magical Image of Netzach, the Beautiful Naked
Woman, and its deeper aspects stem from Binah. If the spiritual aspects of this
Path are not kept well to the fore, (the roots in Chokmah and Binah), it is quite
easy for its potencies to overspill into the degeneracies of orgy, witchcraft and
obsessive passion. In such a case it is almost as if there were a fall from the
higher aspects of the 28th Path to the lower aspects of the 29th. Heloise and
Abelard, for example, should have helped each other towards the vertical
polarity of mystical consciousness as symbolised by the astrological sign of the
Path, Aquarius. Their relationship became obsessive and exaggerated however,
and so they became two people forcibly tied together by a horizontal link as
symbolised by the astrological sign of Pisces —two poor fish indeed. He, in fact,
was castrated, a strange karmic effect which may point back to some sin against
an ancient Temple of Isis, where, in some cults, the priests castrated themselves
in their fervour. There is a grim and terrible lesson in this story as indeed there is
also in Lancelot and Guinevere or Romeo and Juliet, to name but two examples
of what is now almost a commodity in a wish-fulfillment industry. Perhaps it
was with some mystic fore-knowledge of Hollywood and the television



(PAGE44) cults that Shakespeare wrote, so truly, "The fault dear Brutus, is not
In our stars, but in ourselves."

15. The 28th Path, however, is the channel of artistic inspiration, whatever the
medium of expression, and also of any creative work in the sciences, pure or
applied The creative aspect of the human mind, which always has to fight
against established order, not only in the world but within the psyche of the
creator himself, recalls to mind the goddess aspect of Netzach-Aphrodite the
Awakener The Esoteric Title of the Tarot Card - Son of the Morning, Chief
among the Mighty-likewise has reference to Venus the most powerfully occult
planet according to "The Secret Doctrine'.

16. More especially it refers to Lucifer, who is by no means the devil that
popular thought of the middle ages believed him to be, but a great awakening
light-bearing Angelic being, intimately connected with Venus-and of course all
too many are ready to consign even the works of Venus to the Devil. Lucifer's
higher aspects are indicated in the legend that the Holy Grail was made from an
emerald that fell from his crown. The emerald is the precious stone sacred to
Venus and also occurs in the legend of Hermes for it was upon an emerald tablet,
laid upon the breast of the corpse of the great Arch-Hierophant, that the
Hermetic axiom 'As above, so below' was said to be engraved. This legend of
the tomb of Hermes gives a further link with the similar legend of the great
Western occult figure, Christian Rosencreutz.

17.  The figure of the Emperor on the traditional Tarot Card holds a sceptre
upon which is the orb and cross of Venus. He also has a shield bearing the
emblem of an eagle and is himself in a posture indicative of the symbol of Al-
chemical Sulphur. Alchemical terms vary from writer to writer but generally
speaking Sulphur signifies Divine Force in its more positive aspects. 'The
Gluten of the White Eagle' is the etheric substance given off in sexual polarity It
was the production of this that was the aim of the organisers of



(PAGE45) the witch cults and similar orgiastic rites. The actual sexual orgy
came only at the end, after the magical power given off had been utilised by the
Hierophant, for in magic the physical sexual act is useless, except as a safety
valve, for it 'earths' the power. Thus, though the main attraction of such dark
rites may have been a sexual romp for the more ignorant celebrants, the
organisers of the rites were interested in the preliminaries leading up to the final
debauch, which, like modern striptease and cabaret, were designed to excite but
not fulfill. Thus one reads in confessions of witches who have had sexual
intercourse with the Devil (i.e. with the masked hierophant) that the union felt
cold. This was no doubt because the man, not being interested in the physical
earthing of the powers of lust let loose, used a stick. The less debased form of
sexual polarity working is illustrated in Dion Fortune's novels "The Sea Priestess’,
'‘Moon Magic', 'Goat-foot God' and 'The Winged Bull' and this is a working
relating to the 28th Path. The more debased form of the witch cults verges closer
to the lower 29th Path.

18. The legends which relate to the 28th Path are much akin to the wish-
fulfillment dreams of men and of women. The prime wish-fulfillment dream of
woman is perhaps the fairy story of Cinderella. This is really the ordinary
woman being transformed into the goddess and finding the Prince — the
idealised human male figure. The wish-fulfillment dreams of men are perhaps
best found in the legends of the swan maidens, fairy creatures, lesser forms of
the goddess. Such is to be found in the Irish legend of Angus Og, who, stricken
almost to death with the love of a maiden he had seen in a dream, finally finds
her, a swan maiden, and changes into a swan himself to join her.

19. There is a direct link here with Tier nan Og, the Land of the Ever Young,
that mythical place in Irish legend which is really the kingdom of faery, or, in
esoteric terms, a certain level of the astral plane. There are many legends which
relate to it, usually in the form of a moral man being lured



(PAGE46) into underground or fairy regions, there to mate with a maiden not of
the human race. The best known is perhaps the story of Tannhauser, who spent
seven years in the Venusberg, the Mountain of VVenus.

20. Tier nan Og also exists, as might be expected, in many other forms
according to the race in whose subconscious mind the potencies of the astral
plane impinge. Thus there are the stories of the Fortunate Isles, the Isles of the
Blessed, the Hesperides, and the Arthurian Avalon:

"Where falls not hail, or rain, or any snow,

Nor ever wind blows loudly; but —lies
Deep-meadowed, happy, fair with orchard lawns
And bowery hollows crown'd with summer sea."

In Biblical terms it has aspects in common with the Garden of Eden, and in
classical myth there is the remote Ogygia where Cronos sleeps, and there is also
the island where Circe held Ulysses.

21. There is also an interesting link between the Grail and the Swan legends in
the story of Lohengrin, son of Percivale, who, a knight of the Chapel of the
Grail at Montsalvatch, answered the summons for help that was indicated by the
tolling of a magic bell, untouched by hand, in the Chapel. Going forth, he came
upon a silver swan drawing a boat along the river which took him to be a
champion of a lady, whom he married after conquering her oppressor, on
condition that she did not ask his lineage. Eventually curiosity overcame her and
as a result he returned to the Grail Chapel in the little boat drawn by the swan.
22. There is therefore great ramification of meaning in the 28th Path, ranging
from sexual polarity, the contact with non-human kingdoms, to the forming of a
vessel within consciousness for the image of the higher aspects of the soul. This
latter pertains to the Quest of the Holy Grail, for the Grail occurs at a junction
point between planes of consciousness and really means the making oneself into
a cup or chalice for the entry of higher forces. Ascending the Path



(PAGEA47) is thus a Quest of the Holy Grail; it can also be an awakening of
consciousness to the perfect world of Elemental and lesser Angelic beings, with
the attendant risk of unbalance or even, if one is very foolish, obsession. It is
also a link with the creative aspects of the self, and thus the mythical figure of
Pegasus has relevance to the Path, for the winged horse represents the flights of
creative fancy.
23. Descending the Path is a process of bringing these powers into the mind,
and this refers more to the subconscious than to the work-a-day conscious mind,
though as the subconscious affects the conscious mind profoundly it is a way to
expansion of consciousness, and the living of life more abundantly.

NOTES ON THE DESIGN OF TRUMP IV
The Marseilles Tarot Emperor sits on a throne, out of doors, in the sign of Al-
chemical Sulphur, a triangle over a cross. He has a shield showing an eagle, a
Venus sceptre and a strangely shaped crown with six points. About his neck is a
wreath.
Oswald Wirth gave him an orb to hold surmounted by a cross similar to the
sceptre held by the Marseilles Empress. The sceptre he changed from a Venus
one to a fleur-de-lys. He introduced his usual single flower in the background
and also a Sun and Moon on the Emperor's breastplate, who, in this card, sits on
a cubic stone which has an eagle engraved on its side, the Emperor having no
shield. He also abandoned the six points of the crown (which Papus took care to
mention in his book —six each side of the crown, making a zodiacal twelve) and
introduced four spikes on the top of the headdress.
Westcott, who derives most of his Tarot information from Eliphas Levi, sug-
gested a lotus topped sceptre and favoured a thone which, he says, in ‘modern
Tarots' is decorated with a black eagle. He also says that in 'older designs' the
triangle over cross was indicated in the posture, suggesting the Athanor of the
alchemists. As all designs except Waite's show this posture (and Waite's was
published some 15 years after Westcott wrote this) it would seem that the
'modern Tarot' referred to might well be the Golden Dawn version, of which
Society both Westcott, and later, Waite, were members.
Waite's design shows the Emperor facing straight out of the card, sitting four-
square. He has mountains and a river in the background and the sceptre is made
into a T-shape surmounted with a circle —a kind of extended ankh or lingam



sign. The orb is undecorated. Waite is the first to introduce Aries symbolism to
the card, shown by an Aries sign on top of the Emperor's crown and four ram's
heads on the throne. This is almost conclusive proof that at this time Waite
accepted the Golden Dawn attributions which place the Emperor on the 15th
Path, whose astrological sign is Aries. It would also seem that the Aries
symbolism of this card is really a Golden Dawn innovation, though the Golden
Dawn cards have never been published.

Case prefers the traditional posture but includes mountains, the river, and rams
heads —in this case on the Emperor's shoulder-piece and on the side of the
cubical stone. He restores the six-pointed helmet, follows Waite in sceptre
design, and has an orb like Wirth's.



(PAGE48) Crowley early considered the Emperor to be a flame clad god with
fiery symbols, attitude showing the triangle and cross and seated on a cubical
stone marked with the alchemical Green Lion and White Eagle. The figure on
the sub-sequent card is more like an Emperor and the allocation to the 15th Path
Is shown by a beam of light shining from the top right of the card, according to
Crowley's text in the Book of Thoth, emanating from Chokmah. This would
indicate that at the time of designing the card, despite Liber Legis, Crowley was
undecided about the transposition of The Star and The Emperor —or else that he
designed the card first and then after it was painted changed his ideas of Path
attribution when he came to write the text. The transposition of the zodiacal sign
as well as the Trumps (cf. Section IV. Part | for greater details of all this
problem.) between the 15th and 28th Paths would therefore be, possibly, an
attempt to cover up the error, to brazen things out —for though he admits to
being lazy, he was far from stupid, and thus the possibility of him making an
oversight of such a magnitude seems unlikely. The Aries symbolism of the card
would appear then to be a 'deliberate’ mistake — brought about at first by
vaccilation and then awkwardly covered up in order not to cause himself too
much trouble. The Aries symbolism is a ram-headed sceptre and two Himalayan
goats standing behind, like pillars. Also shown are bees on his costume, an orb
with Maltese cross, a lamb with flag, fleur-de-lys, and a shield with a double
eagle of Sulphur crowned with a crimson disk.

In the Egyptian styled Tarot the Emperor wears a triangular masonic apron
which forms the symbol of Sulphur with his crossed legs. On his breast there is
a hawk and on the cubic stone on which he is seated is depicted a cat. He wears
a uraeus and bears a serpent sceptre surmounted by a circle.

It may be as well to mention an early Venetian design of about 1475 wherein the
Emperor has a three-pointed trifoliate crown surmounted by a trefoil and bears a
simple orb and fleur-de-lys sceptre. By his side kneel two children, their hands
crossed on their breasts. This is said to refer to Charlemagne and his two sons.
The hieroglyph by Manly P. Hall on Knapp's card shows four eyes, each at a
quadrant point.



The 30th Path
Yesod— Hod

KEY: " Resh. Head.
SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE: ® The Sun.
THEORY: Lord of the Fire of the World. (XIX—The Sun.)

COLOURS:  Orange. Gold yellow, Rich amber. Amber rayed
red.

TEXT:  *“The Thirtieth Path is the Coliective Intelligence
and astrologers deduce from it the judgment of
the stars and celestial signs, and perfect their sci-
ence according to the rules of the motions of the
stars.”

1.  (PAGE49) The Flashing Colours and the emphasis on the Sun show this to
be a Path of enlightenment. The Hebrew letter means the Head and so implies
intelligence, while the Yetziratic Text emphasises the perfection of science. In
this text, astrology may be taken to represent all science, for the aim of all
sciences, as with astrology, is the formulation of laws by which predictions of
future occurrences may be made. Thus, for example, Newton's Third Law of
Motion, that every action has an equal and opposite reaction, allowed man to
predict effects from specific causes in the realms of mechanics and to adapt his
inventive genius to the design of machinery to make use of this law of nature,
eventually resulting in the jet aircraft and the space rocket. This is the means of
man's technological evolution — the formulation of laws in order to predict the
operation of cause and effect on the physical plane.

2. There is also, of course, the operation of causes on higher planes, as yet
little understood by science, which results in effects on the lower planes. Thus
the reference to astrology is apposite; it refers not so much to the largely
superstitious newspaper astrology as the the 'starry wisdom' of the spiritual
realms, the interaction of the great Logoi



(PAGES0) or Gods whose vehicles of physical manifestation are shown forth in
the heavenly bodies. The Sun represents our own Solar Logos, who is
omnipotent as far as this solar system is concerned. Thus the forces attributed to
the Zodiacal signs are not so much emanations to Earth of the constellations
themselves, but are the markers on a great clock which serve to indicate the type
of force emanating from the Solar Logos at any particular time. Generally
speaking, however, there are so many variable factors in astrology that its use as
a system of prognostication is unreliable. The birth chart can give a rough
indication of character but the effect of the higher forces and of Earth experience
varies so much from person to person that 'progressed charts' are, on the whole,
unreliable unless the person is of almost vegetable-like character and the
astrologer highly skilled.

3.  The term Collective Intelligence is a useful indicator to the factors of this
Path for in its ultimate sense it implies knowledge of the whole gamut of forces
on every level synthesised into a centre of knowledge. Such exists though only
in the most Central Sun of all, and it is doubtful if man would ever attain to such
a comprehensive Collective Intelligence. He would certainly not whilst in
incarnation because of the limitations of the physical brain, notwithstanding the
fact that the human brain contains vast potential which is untapped by humanity
at present. Even the limited Collective Intelligence of 'the essential unity of
mankind on this planet' would, however, completely transform the present state
of world affairs.

4.,  The Path leads from Yesod to Hod, connecting the Vision of the
Machinery of the Universe with the Vision of Splendour. Hod, of course, has,
according to its Yetziratic Text, its roots in Chesed, the Sephirah of the Vision
of Love. Thus the sunny aspect of this Path sterns largely from the realisation of
the Divine Love and Splendour which motivates the lower planes of
manifestation which in themselves are



(PAGES51) known as the Machinery of the Universe, the etheric structures of
Yesod.
5. Hod is the Sephirah of the Divine Messenger and of the Lord of Books
and of Learning, and also of the Archangel Michael who disperses the forces of
darkness. All this is implicit in the gift of mind to the human race; and the
flowering of rational thought after the ages of barbarity and medieval
superstition has been well called the Age of Enlightenment. In the words of
Pope:

"Nature and Nature's laws lay hid in night:

God said, 'Let Newton be!" and all was light."

6.  The Age of Enlightenment heralded also those political manifestations of
the Collective Intelligence such as the American War of Independence and the
French Revolution. And there is to this day a great feeling of light and clarity in
the prose of such men of the period as Thomas Paine; and the darkness and
superstition such men as he were up against can be gauged from the practice in
his day of selling hob-nails for boots engraved with his image so that the more
conservative of the labouring classes could trample on his effigy all day without
effort.

7. One can have too much of a good thing however. The Sun shining
unremittingly causes life to wither and die, and Reason unremitting and
unbalanced has a similar effect. The pendulum swings to and fro just as night
and day, or summer and winter alternate and the gross materialism of the
nineteenth century, the effects of which persist to this day, represents Reason
gone beyond its due limits. When such is the case, no longer do we have the life
giving Sun of the 30th Path but the life enchaining Devil of the 26th, when it is
forgotten that "Le coeur a ses raisons que la raison ne connait point." — and one
could with equal validity and with more profound import substitute the word
'Spirit' for 'heart' in this quotation from Pascal.

8.  Reason is not without beauty however, if perhaps accessible only to the
mathematician in its higher aspects,



(PAGES52) though available to all in the design of a functional scientific
instrument or a highly developed machine such as an aeroplane or even a bomb.
Anything that has perfect function must have perfect design, and Hod is the
Sephirah behind physical forms.

9. This Path is also the polar opposite of the 28th Path from Yesod to
Netzach and it has its great potentialities and also its weaknesses brought about
by human misuse, just as has the 28th Path. The Person enmeshed emotionally
in an unbalance of the 28th Path is usually appealed to 'use his reason’, which is,
in effect, an appeal to get his subjective Tree of Life balanced up within himself.
In Jungian terms the effect of the two Paths relates to the 'thinking' and 'feeling’
types respectively —two opposite functions in the Jungian scheme of things as
on the Tree of Life. Thus, concentrated working upon one or other of the Paths
should, in a normal person, effect a balancing up of the psyche, or an integration
process.

10. Just as an unbalance of the forces of the 28th Path leads to 'glamour' so
does an unbalance of the 30th Path lead to aridity. The Tarot Trump, Lord of the
Fire of the World, (Divine Reason), shows however, the true powers of the Path,
the Sun showering golden rain upon two near-naked children. This is the
outpouring of the forces of Life, Light and Love upon the young human race.
The wall signifies an enclosure, the limitation which is a protection, the
cultivated growth within a garden which is sealed off from wild nature. This has
its higher implications on a Cosmic level, for it is by limitation only that growth
can be attained. The mind of man is limited; it is not omniscient and cannot be
during his early growth. This is perhaps just as well, as was hinted by Our Lord
when He said: "l have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them
now." (John. xvi. 12)

11.  The 30th Path, moreover, in that it is the Path from Yesod, the
unconscious mind, to Hod, is a Path on which great wisdom can be attained, for
Hod is the means of



(PAGES3) contact with the Greater Beings of evolution concerned with
teaching—Socrates, Hermes, Merlin, Buddha and the like, whose main sphere of
influence is in Chesed. There being a strong link between Chesed and Hod
means that teaching from these high sources is projected down the planes to
form a pool of teaching, as it were, in Hod. Hod is often called 'the Water
Temple', referring to its symbolical use as a pool in which the higher wisdom
may be seen reflected.

12.  Thus the 30th Path from Yesod to Hod is the beginnings of the great
Hermetic Ray, the Path of Wisdom, which leads via the 26th Path to Tiphareth.
Similarly, the 28th and 24th Paths relate to the Power Ray or Green Ray as it is
sometimes called. The way of the 25th Path represents the Purple Ray of
Devotion. All these Paths meet in Tiphareth, that is, in the fusion of the
Individuality and Personality, which means that the principle of sacrifice is
implicit in all of them, that being the only way to the Higher Life, through the
Mysteries of the Crucifixion to the Vision of the Harmony of Things in the
central Sephirah of the Tree.

13. But Hod is no more a Sephirah only of barren reason then Netzach is of
weak sentimentality — it is only perverted human nature that makes it
sometimes appear so. So just as there is the lithe, hard splendour and the power
of the 28th Path so is there the expanding of consciousness in the light of Pure
Reason on the 30th Path. It is essentially a Path of Light — Sun Light—the
Light of the whole concourse of Solar Logoi throughout Cosmic Space —hence,
Light in Extension.

14. There is a further range of powers upon this Path of vast implication
which is suggested by the Magical Image of Hod —the Hermaphrodite. The
Path from Hod to Yesod is on a direct line with the course of the Lightning
Flash upon the Tree, the glyph which shows the order of the increasingly denser
manifestation of the Spirit. The Path represents the stage where the
differentiation of the sexes came about.

15.  Spirit is, of course, androgynous, and according to



(PAGES54) "The Secret Doctrine', procreation was originally asexual — thus we
have the teachings about the Sweat-born, the Egg-born and so on. The present
swarm of humanity, however, developed originally the sexual means of
reproduction and the manifestation upon Earth as primarily male or female.
Varying teachings have been given about cycles of sexuality in incarnations but
it now appears that there is no definite periodic law, but that a Spirit will
manifest predominantly as male or female, though with occasional minor
incarnations as the opposite sex. Generally speaking, womankind represents
Spirits at that time indigenous to Earth, and mankind Spirits which then came
from other planets. There are various hints of all this in Genesis and the esoteric
theories are treated at some length in H. P. Blavatsky's 'The Secret Doctrine' etc.
16. The basic thing is, though, that Original Sin, to use the ecclesiastical term,
lay not in the differentiation of the sexes but in the human reactions to the
unfoldment of this part of the Divine Plan. Thus the driving of Adam and Eve
from the Garden of Eden was because humanity abused the Mysteries of human
creation, not because they discovered the use of them. It was they, after all, who
reacted with shame after the acquisition of the knowledge. As a result, the Curse
was pronounced, or in other words, it was the inexorable working of Cosmic
Law that there should become enmity between the woman's seed and the
serpent's seed. (cf. Gen. iii. 15) In other words, mankind 'bruised the head' of the
fruits of wisdom and knowledge because of its profanation of those powers, and
karma 'bruised the heel' of man by causing him to be no longer the king of
creation but merely a puny but intelligent animal, the prey to weaknesses and
disease of his own generation.

17.  The main cause of suffering within man is the gulf within himself, "the
temple is unworthy of the indwelling god", and the consequent gap between
vision and reality gives the ever unsatisfied nameless desire within man that is
symbolised by the eagle or vulture constantly gnawing



(PAGESS5) at the liver of Prometheus. Prometheus, it will be remembered, is
doomed to remain in chains until Hercules releases him. This is the law decreed
by Zeus, who represents the creator of the natural animal world in which the
early vehicles of man existed in a state of beatific ignorance. Prometheus
represents the coming down into those vehicles of Divine Wisdom—<creative
forethought and all that that implies. The result of this is the chaining of
'Prometheus' into these animal vehicles of dense manifestation, in spite of his
higher origin. The timing was not right and hence the suffering, but the default
in timing was due to previous karma necessitating a considerable redeeming
sacrifice of some sort. The original refusal to manifest, and the subsequent abuse
of creative powers prematurely received, constitutes the bulk of Original Sin and
its consequent karma brought about largely through the lack of correlation thus
caused between physical and spiritual evolution. When man on Earth, Hercules,
has accomplished his twelve labours of evolutionary progress, symbolised by
the Zodiac, then Prometheus is released. But it will also be remembered that the
condition of Prometheus' release is that one should die in his place, and this
volunteer is Cheiron, the centaur, animal man who willingly dies for the sake of
the immortality of Prometheus.

18. The above, at best, can be but an approximation of the factors involved
and the allegories mentioned can also be interpreted in other ways. Actually, the
details of theory are not of prime importance; the effects of these original devia-
tions operate and can be studied more accurately in the present life. Thus there
are many still refusing to incarnate fully by hedging themselves behind a
protective barrier of mind and dodging experience as human beings. As many of
these are naturally attracted to science, and the scientist has become a figure of
power these days, there is some cause for concern. Such are quite capable of
destroying or experimenting with life for the sake of a theory and are quite able
to do it owing to the self-imposed deadness of



(PAGES56) their own feelings. And when such Spirits choose for their sphere of
interest politics or warfare then, with the means of destruction now available,
humanity had better beware.

19.  Another common form of deviation is linked with the differentiation of the
sexes. One sees men refusing to be men and women refusing to be women. This
does not refer only to the more obvious forms of perversion such as homo-
sexuality, but also to the quite common manifestation of ‘cocksure women and
hen-sure men' as D. H. Lawrence described it. This is not to advocate a return to
the social conditions where men are lords of all they survey and women their
pets or chattels. All Spirits, and therefore the sexes, are equal. It has a broader
reference: men being men and not tycoons, clerks, labourers, bores; women
being women and not socialites, drudges, or empty headed gossips. Life is
meant to be lived and the original reluctance or refusal to incarnate or to
differentiate into sexes has its results in people trying to be 'things' and not
living beings. The all- human deviation can be seen in the twisting of the
teaching of the one who came to Earth and was crucified in order that humanity
"might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly” (John. x. 10.)
into a promulgation of 'slave morality'. Humility and meekness are the 'noblesse
oblige' of the Spirit, and are paid to God, not to man. There is nothing holy nor
Christian about denial of life, but this attitude has come to be associated with
Christianity and thus there is much truth in Nietzsche's jibe that "the last
Christian died on the Cross." The hero of Gethsemane and Golgotha was no
"gentle Jesus meek and mild" and it is a great irony that many of the professed
followers of Christ have all but succeeded in doing what the Jewish High Priests
and the Romans failed to do —effectively silence the real Christian message.

20.  The Sun on the 30th Path then, can throw a glaring light on the deviations
within the self as they manifest in the Personality, and thus it can well be seen
that the Archangel Michael's sword and spear are not merely symbolic



(PAGES7) weapons for use against medieval pantomime demons, but are points
of accusation and cauterisation directed at the inmost heart of whoever treads
this Path on its deeper levels. The Qliphoth need no mighty conjurations, they
are embedded deeply and inextricably entwined within ourselves, and so from
this it will also be obvious why Hod should be at the base of the Pillar of
Severity when the Pillars are applied to the Tree. The 30th Path is a Path of great
light but this Divine Light may be uncomfortably self-revelatory, for the Path
corresponds in the Personality to the 22nd Path of Karmic Adjustment in the
Individuality.

21. However, the Paths of the Tree of Life are great journeys and experiences
of the soul and he who seeks the quest of the Holy Grail in Kether will welcome
the purificatory processes on the way. He who dares to stand naked in the
glaring sunlight of Truth as the children do on the Tarot Trump will realise that
he is embarked upon a true and testing Quest and no medievally englamoured
romance or esoteric parlour game.

22. The ascent of the 30th Path is a way of attainment of Wisdom, and that
wisdom may not be flattering to one's selfesteem. The descent of the Path is the
bringing of that wisdom down into the core of one's consciousness that it may be
lived out in the world, in Malkuth.

NOTES ON THE DESIGN OF TRUMP XIX

The Marseilles version shows two children embracing before a wall, behind
which is a huge Sun, complete with face and with drops falling from it.

There is some difference of opinion on whether the children should be naked or
not. Levi and Papus have described them so, and they appear so on Case's card.
However, on the Marseilles version they are shown wearing loin cloths, and this
has been followed by Wirth and Knapp. It is by no means necessarily prudery
which provides these garments on the old exoteric card for on other Trumps,
such as The Star or The Devil, complete nudity is shown —though with the
concession to Mrs. Grundy that the sexual organs are obscured by the
interposition of an element in the picture, such as the ropes or chains in the case
of The Devil, or one of the vases in The Star. A similar arrangement by use of
contrived arrangement of hands or legs could have been used quite easily here,
so it would seem that, like the scarf on the naked figure of The Universe, the



loin cloths here serve a symbolic purpose. As we have considered the Path from
Yesod to Hod to be concerned with, amongst other things, the differentiation of
the sexes, the loin cloths may well originally have been Edenic fig leaves, and
these two children or adolescents representative of Adam and Eve and the young
humanity of ante-deluvian times (PAGES8). The inclusion of flowers garlanding
the wall on some old packs would confirm an interpretation of the wall being
that bounding the Garden of Eden. These flowers, in the form of sunflowers, are
reintroduced by Waite and Case; four in number, with Case showing an
additional one in bud, turning towards the Sun. Knapp shows the pair standing
within a ring of flowers, which ring is a double 'fairy ring' of darker coloured
grass in the version of Wirth and Case.

Waite follows a different tradition of design, one which was mentioned by
Eliphas Levi. This shows a naked child upon a white horse and holding a scarlet
Standard before the usual wall and Sun. According to Waite, this represents the
unfoldment of spiritual consciousness, represented by the .child, horse and
Standard, as op- posed to the natural consciousness of the Sun and flowers on
the other side of the wall. This is quite valid as an interpretation but taking into
account the position of the card on the Tree of Life the unfoldment is more that
of the androgynous state from the sexual, or vice versa, according to the
direction in which the Path is traversed. In this case, the two children seems the
better symbolism, who are becoming more sexually polarised as they approach
Yesod. or more androgynous, as little children, as they approach Hod. The
giving of loin cloths to them is thus to conceal a great Mystery.

Crowley always favoured the two children version, who, he early said, should be
"wantonly and shamelessly embracing”. On the Harris card the Sun is charged
with a rose and is shining upon a wall encircled green mount. The children have
butterfly wings and Rose-crosses at their feet, whilst around the card are the
signs of the Zodiac.

Case, as usual, makes much of the numeration of the symbols on the card — the
courses of bricks in the wall, the rays of the Sun, the drops falling from it. He
gives an 8 pointed Sun, with 8 wavy secondary rays, and 48 tertiary rays. In this
he follows the Marseilles card. Wirth has 12 main rays and 12 wavy second-
aries and is followed by Waite —though the numeration is indistinct on the
latter's design. Knapp has 32 identical wavy rays interspersed with gold drops.



Of these falling drops Waite has none, the Marseilles card 13, Wirth 19, Case 13,
(six each side and one between the couple), Knapp 66, (32 round the Sun, 34
falling), and Manly P. Hall, whose symbol for the card is a sphere surmounted
tau-cross, favours 13. It is generally agreed that the wall is of stone, not brick,
and Case, Wirth and the Marseilles card (a little confusedly) show five courses,
Knapp six, and Waite at least eight, the actual number being undetermined.

The Zain version shows no wall and the near-naked children are replaced by a
mature couple fully clothed. The Sun above them is described in the text as
having 21 rays but has only 15 on the card, five triads, each with ankh, disk and
serpent symbolism. They are surrounded by a circle of 24 flowers but with only
20 visible.

Levi has mentioned in passing an old version of this card which showed a
spinner weaving destinies.



The 27th Path
Hod— Netzach

KEY: BPéh. Mouth.

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE: & Mars. , '
' THEORY: Lord of the Hosts of the Mighty. (XVI—The
House of God.} '
COLOURS:  Scarlet. Red. Venetian red. Bright red rayed
azure and emerald. '
TEXT:  “The Twenty-seventh Path is the Active or
Exciting Intelligence and it is so called because
through it every existent being receives its spirit
and motion.” : '

1.  (PAGES9) This Path, a lateral one, is the main girder of the Personality,
linking the centre of creative power in Netzach and the centre of concrete
ideation in Hod. It is a Path, therefore, which holds tremendous dynamics; it
links directly the basal Sephiroth which are aligned with the opposite poles of
the Principles of Manifestation, the Positive and Negative Pillars.

2. It is rather like the principles in the structure of the physical atom, which
iIs a complex of forces of differing polarity held in together as a unit with
tremendous force, and as the splitting of the atoms of one gram of helium
releases 200,000 kilowatt-hours of energy, enough power to light 200,000 lamps
of 100 watts for ten hours, so the psychic energy bound up within a unit of
human life may be considered to be a similarly astronomical figure. It is energy
on this scale that may account for certain types of hauntings, particularly those
of a violent or long lasting type. Great shock such as murder or sudden death
may cause a splitting off of certain aspects of a Personality, resulting in the great
force that must be present for entities to build up etherically without prepared
conditions and to throw heavy physical objects about.



3.  (PAGEG60) This kind of thing relates to rare types of spiritual pathology
and need not detain us, but it does give a concrete example of the high potencies
involved in the make-up of the lower vehicles of a human being. It is this
force —again in direct line on this Path with the Lightning Flash—through
which "every existent being receives it