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CHAPTER I |
THE QUESTION

1. athe ha paingalo yajiavalkyam upasametya dvadasavarsa-
Susriisapiirvakam paramarahasyam kaivalyam anubrithiti pap-
raccha.

1. Then Paiiigala approaching Yajhavalkya, after duly
serving him for twelve years, asked, ‘Do tell us about the great
secret of aloneness.’

then: after the required ethical preparation.
patnigala: the son of Pingala.

BRAHMAN

2. sa hovaca yajhavalkyah: sad eva saumyedam agra asit. tan
nitya-mukiam, avikriyvam, salyajiidnanandam, paripirnam, sand-
tanam, ekam evadvitiyam brahma.

2, Yajilavalkya replied to him: ‘At the beginning, all this,
my dear, was being alone. That is Brakman, the ever free,
indeterminate, of the nature of truth, knowledge and bliss,
ever full, ancient (or eternal) one without a second,

sad: being, with the names and forms unmanifest.

WITNESS SELF

3. tasmin maru-Suktihi-sthanu-sphatikidau jala-raupya-puru-
sa-rekhadival lohita-Sukla-kysna-guna-mayi guna-samydanirvacyd
mitlaprakriir dsit, tat pratibimbitam yat tat saksi-caitanyam dsit,

3. Even as in the mirage, the pearl-oyster, a log of wood, a
piece of crystal and the like there is (respectively) the mani-
festation of water, silver, the figure of a human being, streaks .
of light and the like, in that (pure being} is the root-principle
of all objectivity, possessed of the qualities of red, white and
black, with the qualities in equipoise and incapable of being
adequately expressed. When this is reflected in Brakman, it
becomes the witness self.

The Pure Brahman becomes the witnessing consciousness, the
eternal subject faced by the principle of all objectivity. The Pure
Spirit develops into the subject-object relationship.

The similes employed suggest the apparent character of the
reflection. The point stressed is that this development does not
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affect the character of Brahman. The development is based on
Brahman but does not injure his integrity.

mila-prakyti: the root principle of matter. It cannot of its own
develop. Matter by itself cannot give rise to life, mind, etc. So the
principle of casitanya or conscicusness is posited. Owing to the
influence of caitanya the root principle evolves into detailed forms.

ISVARA

4. sa punar vikplim prapya sattvo-drikidvyakiakhyavarana-
Saktir dsil, lal pratibimbilam vyat fad isvara-caitanyam asii.
sa svddhinamdayah sarvajiak srsti-sthiti-laydnam ddikarta jagad-
ankura-riipo bhavali. svasmin vilinam sakalam jagad avir-
bhavayati, prani-karma-vasid esa pato yadvat prasaritah, prani-
karma-hsayal punas tirobhdvayati. tasminn evakhilam visvam
samkocita-patavad vartate.

4. When that (mila-prakrti) undergoes change, due to the
preponderance of the saffva {quality} it becomes known as
the unmanifested and has the power of veiling (the nature of
Brahman). What is reflected in it becomes the [$vara con-
sciousness. That (principle of Isvara) has miyd under his
control, he is all-knowing, the first cause of creation, sustenance
and dissolution of the world, he takes the form of the sprout
of the world (the seed from which the world grows). That
causes the entire world resting in it to become manifest. On
account of the previous deeds of the souls this unfurls like
a piece of cloth; with the destruction of the deeds of the souls,
this again causes the world to disappear. In that alone remains
the entire universe like a rolled up piece of cloth.

HIRANYA-GARBHA

5. iSadhisthitavarana-sakiito rajo-drikia-mahad-akhya vikse-
pa-saklir asit, tat pratibimbitam yat tad hiranya-garbha-caitanyam
astt, sa mahaitattvabhimant spastaspasia-vapur bhavats.

5. From the power of veiling dwelling in {§vara there comes
into being the power of projection, known as the mahat due
to the preponderance of rajas. What is reflected in it becomes
the Hiranya-garbha consciousness. That (consciousness) con-
ceiving the mahat tatlva as its own has its form manifested both
distinctly and indistinctly,
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VIRAT

6. hiranya-garbhadhisthita-viksepa-Saktitas tamo-drikiahamka-
rabhidha sthila-saktiy dsit, tat-pratibimbitam yat tad virat caitan-
yam asit. sa tad-abhimani spasta-vapuh sarva-sthula-palako
visnuh pradhana—puruso bhavats. tasmad dtmana Gkasah sambhi-
tak, Gkasid vayuh, vayor agnih, agner apak, adbkyah prihivt,
tint pafica-tanmatrani trigunani bhavanis.

6. From the power of projection dwelling in Héiranya-garbha
there comes into being the power of making gross bodies,
known as the self-sense. What is reflected in it becomes the
Virit consciousness. That (Virit consciousness), conceiving
the self-sense as its own, with its form manifested distinctly
becomes the chief person Visnu, the sustainer of all gross
creation. From that (Virit) self ether originates; from ether
air, from air fire, from fire water, from water earth; these
five subtile elements become the three qualities (sativa rajas
and famas).

See T.U. 1L 1. 3.
In these passages the nature of the Supreme Reality is mentioned,

Brahman which transcends the distinction of subject and object,
Others are conceived on the subject-object pattern. Witness self
has confronting it mala-praksts, flvam avyakia; Hiranya-garbha,
mahat; Virat, ahamkara. All these are necessary for one another.
Witness Self and I$vara are sometimes combined. See Ma. U.

CREATION

7. srastu-kamo jagad-yonis tamo-gunam adhisthdya sihsma-
tanmdtrans bhilani sthalikartum so’kamayata. srsteh parimiigns
bhatany eckam ckam dvidha vidhaya punas caturdhd krtva
svasvelaradvitiy@msash pasicadhd samyojya panicikyia-bhidasr
anania-kois - brahmandani - tat-tad - andocita - calur-dasa-bhwvanant
tat~tad-bluwanocita—golaka-sthﬁla-§aﬁrdtsy asrjat. :

7. He (the creator of the world) desirous of creating,
embracing the quality of Jamas (inertia) desired to change the
subtile elements into gross ones. Dividing each of the elements
measured at the time of creation into two and again sub-
dividing each (first equal part) into four equal parts each and
mixing each of the four subdivided equal parts with each of the
four (second) equal parts of the other four elements and thus
forming five heaps {of-five sorts each); out of the elements
thus quintuplicated he created many crores of brahmandas
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(macrocosms), fourteen worlds appropriate to each (of these
macrocosms) and globular gross bodies appropriate to each {of
these worlds).

The process of quintuplication, pasicikarana, is mentioned here.

8. sa pasica-bhitanam rajony’ Sdm caturdhd krtva bhdga-trayat
pafica-vritydtmakam pranam asrjat. sa tlesimh turya-bhdgena
karmendriyany asrjat,

8. Dividing the mobile property of the five elements with
four parts, he created out of the three parts thereof, the principle
of life with its fivefold functions. Out of the fourth part he
created the organs of action.

As inertia is the character of famas, mobility is the character of
rajas.

Q. sa tesam sattvamsam caturdhd kriva bhaga-lraya-samastitah
parica-kyiya-vritydtmakam antah-karanam asrjal. sa lesam sattva-
turtya-bhagena yhanendriyany asyjai.

9. Dividing the rhythmic property {of the five elements) into
four parts, out of the totality of the three parts thereof he
created the inner sense with its fivefold functions. Out of the
fourth part of the thythmic property he created the organs of
perception.

10. sattva-samasiita indriyapalakan asrjai. tani srslany ande
praciksipat. tad-djiiayd samastyandam vyapya tany aissthan.
tad djiiaydhamkdra-samanvito wrdd sthuliny araksal, hiranya-
garbhas lad-ajRayd saksmany apalayat,

10. Out of the totality of the rhythm he created the organs
of the sense organs. He then cast them into the macrocosm.
Under his orders they stood pervading the entire macrocosm.
Under his orders the Virdt possessed of self-sense protected
the gross elements, Under his orders Hiranya-garbha ruled over
the subtile elements,

I1. andasthani idni tena vind spanditum cesilum vd na
Sekuh. tani celanikartur so'kamayaia, brahmdnda brahmaran-
dhrani samasta-vyasti-mastakan vidarya tad evanupravisal.
tada jadany api tini cetanavat svakarmadni cakrire.

11. They {the gross and the subtile elements and the products
of the macrocosm) were not capable of moving or functioning
without him. He desired to make them all conscious. (sentient).
Piercing through the macrocosm and the caverns of the cranium
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of the individual souls, situated in their crests, he entered them
all. Then they, though nonconscious by nature, were engaged

in their respective functions, as if they were endowed with
consciousness.

12. sarvajiieso mayd-lesa-samanvito vyasti-deham pravisya taya
mohilo jtvatvam agamat. Sartra-traya-tadatmyat kartrtva-bhokty-
tvatam agamal; jagrat-svapna-susupti-murchi-marana-dharma-
yuklo ghati-yantravad udvigno jito mrta iva kulila-cakra-nydyena
paribhramaliti,

1z. The Omniscient lord possessed of a particle of maya,
on entering the several bodies and getting deluded by it attained
the state of the individual soul. By identification with the
three bodies (gross, subtle and causal} he attained the state
of the doer and the enjoyer, ever performing the functions of
waking, dreaming, sleeping, fainting and dying, he twirls
round and round, like a potter's wheel, as if dead though alive,
in keeping with the adage relating to the potter’s wheel,

mdyd-lesa: particle of maya. Cp. Bhdgavata: holding on his own
person maya as a garland of flowers:
svamdyam vanamdlakhydm nand-guna-mayim dadhat.

The potter’s wheel seems to be still while whirling aud whirling
while still. Subjection to the world is only seeming, due to false
identification of the spirit with the body and its adjuncts. This is
Advaita Vedinta.
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CHAPTER Il1
ISV4ARA AND THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL

1. atha paingalo yajhavalkyam wvica, sarvalokanam systi-sthi-
ty-anta-kyd vibhur isah katham jivatvam agamad iii,

1. Then Paingala asked Yijhavalkya thus: ‘How does the
Lord, the all-pervading, the cause of the creation, maintenance
and dissolution of all the worlds, attain the state of the indi-
vidual soul?’

THE GROSS BODY

2. sa hovdca yajhavalkyah, sthila-siksma-kirana-dehodbhava-
parvakam jrvesvara-svarupam vivicya kathayamiti sivadhdnen- |
askagratayd Sviiyatam. iah pasicikyla-maha-bhita-lesin ddaya 3
vyasti-sama_s_tyézmaka—sthﬁla-s’an'rdni yathakramam akarot. kapd-
lacarmantrasthi-mamsa-nakhani prehivy-amsah, rakia-mitra-laia-
Svedadikam ab-amsah, ksul-lysposna-moha-matidhunddyd agny- 3
amsah, praciranoitdrana-Svasadika vdyv—amtééﬁ, ké-ma-kr_odh&dayo ¥
vyomamsah etat samghdiam, karmawt saficitam, tvagadi-yukiam, 3
balyidy avasthabhimandspadam,bahu-dosdsrayam, sihila-sariram 3
bhavati. _ ;

2. Yajhavalkya replied to him thus: I shall relate the character §
of the individual soul and the Divine in distinction from each 3
other preceded by an account of the origin of the gross, subtle 3
and caunsal bodies. Let it be listened to by you with attention 3
and one-pointed mind. The Lord, after getting together the 3
minute parts of the quintuplicated great elements, created in -
order, gross bodies in their individual and collective aspects.
The skull, the skin, the intestines, the bones, the flesh and 'the ¢
nails are parts {of the character) of the earth. Blood, urine, 3
saliva, sweat and the like are of the character of water. Hunger, ¥
thirst, (bodily) heat, swooning, sex impulse and the like are of §
the character of fire. Movement, lifting, breathing and the like .
are of the character of air. Lust, anger and the like are of the 3
character of ether. The combination of these becomes the 3
gross body, organised by (under the influence ofj previous
karma, provided with the skin and the like, affording the basis 3
for the notion that the stages of infancy and the like belong to %
it and forming the haunt of various ailments. B

dosa: evil. Evils of the gross body are ailments.
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THE SUBTLE BODY '

3. athapancikyta-mahd-bhita-rajo’vsa- bhaga-traya- samastitah
pranam asrjal; prandpana-vyinodina-samanah pranavritayah.
naga-kiirma-krkara-devadatta- dhanamjayd- upapranih, hyddsa-
na-nibhi-kantha-sarvingani sthandni, dkasadi-rajo-guna-turiya-
bhagena karmendriyam asyjat; vik-piani-pada-payupasthas tad
vrttayah; vacanddana-gamana-visarganandas tad-visayah.

3. Then out of the three parts (of four) of the great elements
in their mobile character and nonquintuplicated state he
created the life principle. Prana, apana, vyana, udana and
samanag are the (varied) functions of the life principle. The
minor functions of these are Ndga, Karma, Krkara, Devadatta
and Dhanamjaya. The heart, the anus, the navel, the throat
and all the limbs form the seats (of the vital airs). Out of the
(remaining) fourth part of the ether and cther elements in their
mobile character he created the organs of action. Its variants

are the vocal organ, the hands, the feet, the excretory and the

generative organs. Their functions are articulate expression,
grasping, movement, excretion and (sex) enjoyment.

4. evam bhita-sattvimsa-bhiga-traya-samastito’ niah-haranam
asrjal; antah-karapa-mano-buddhi-citidhamkards tad-vritayah,
samkalpa-niscaya- smarandabhimananusamdhands  tad-visayah;
gala-vadana-nabhi-hrdaya-bhris-madhyam sthanam,; bhita-sattva-
turiya-bhagena jiianendriyamasrjal, $rotra-tvak-caksur-jihva-ghra-.
nds tad-vrttayah, Sabda-sparsa-ripa-rasa-gandhds lad-visayah;
dig-vatarka- pracelo’svi-vahnindropendra-mriyukah; candro-vig-
nus-caturvakivah Sambhus ca karanadhipah.

4. In the same manner out of the totality of the three parts
of the great elements in their thythmic character, he created
the inner sense, Its various forms (or modifications) are the
inner sense, the mind, understanding, thought and self-sense,
Determination, conviction, memory, love and dedication are
its functions. The throat, the face, the navel, the heart and
the middle of the eyebrows are the seats. OQut of the fourth part
of the great elements in their rhythmical character, he created
the organs of perception. Its varied forms are the ears, the
skin, the eyes, the tongue and the nose. {Perceptions of) sound,
touch, shape, taste, smell are its functions. Direction, Air, the
Sun. Varuna, the Asvins, Fire, Indra, Upendra, Death, the
Moon, Visnu, the fourfaced Brahma and Siva are the deities
presiding over the inner senses. -
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THE FIVE SHEATHS

5. athannamaya pfdt:a-mayaemano-maya-m}'ﬁdm-maydnamia-
mayah paiicakosih, annarasenaiva bhitvannarasenabhivrddhim
prapydinna-rasa-maya-pythivyim yad viliyate so'nna-maya-kosah;
tad eva sthila-Sariram. karmendriyaih saha pranadi-pasicakam
prana-maya-kosah; jhanendriyaih saha mano mano-maya-kosah;
jhanendriyaih saha buddhir vijhana-maya-kosah, etat kosa-trayarm
liniga-$ariram, svardpa-jranant ananda-maya-kosas tal karana-
Sarwram.

5. Then the five sheaths made of food, vital air, mind,
understanding and bliss. What is brought into being only by
the essence of food, what grows only by the essence of food,
that which finds rest in earth full of the essence of food, that
is the sheath made of food. That alone is the gross body. The
five vital airs, along with the organ of action constitute the
sheath made of the vital principle. Mind along with the organs
of perception is the sheath made of mind. The understanding
along with the organs of perception is the sheath made of
intelligence. These three sheaths (of life, mind and intelligence)
form the subtle body. The knowledge of one’s own form is of
the sheath made of bliss. That is also the causal body.

See T.U. IT and I1I.

6. atha jranendriya-pancakam, karmendriya-panicakam, prana-
di-pasicakam, viyadidi-paficakam, antah-karana-calustayam
kama-karma-lamamsy asglapuram.

6. Then the five organs of perception, the five organs of
action, the five vital airs, breath and others, the five elements,
ether and others, desire, action and darkness (ignorance),
they constitute asfapura (the totality of the subtle body}.

7. idajhaya virdjo wyastideham pravisya buddhim adhisthaya
visvatvam agamat. wjidnaimd cidabhaso visvo vyavahdariko
jagrat sthila-dehabhimani karmabhitr i ca viSvasya ndma
bhavati, iSajhayd sulyitma vyasii-saksma-sarivam pravisya mana
adhisthdya taijasatvam agamat. tayjasah pratibhasikah svap-
nakalpita iti taijasasya ndma bhavati. ¥ajfiayd mayopadhir
avyakia-samanvito vyasti-karana-Sariram pravisya prajiatvam
agamat. prajho’vacchinnah paramarthikah susupty abhimanits
prajiasya mama bhavati. avyakta-lesdjfidnacchadita paramar-
thika-jivasya tatlvamasyadi vakyani brahmanaskaian Jaguh nela-
rayor vyavaharika-pratibhasthayoh, antah-karana-pratibimbita

II. 8. Pasngala Upanisad 911

castanyam yal lad evavasthatrayabhag bhavati. sa jagrat-sva
susuply-avasthidh prapya ghati-yaniravad udvigno};g:o mrtap’z":z;
sthito bhavati. atha jagrat-svapna-susupti-miychi-marandvasthak
pasica bhavanis. ' ’
7. By the command of the Supreme Lord, after entering
each individual gross body and abiding in the intellect, he
(Vzrdd:dtman) attained the Viva state. The intellectual self
reflecting consciousness is the V:sva that has pragmatic relations
with and conceives of the waking state and the gross body as its
own. The field of action is the name of the Visva state. At the
command of the Supreme Lord, the subtle self, after entering
each individual subtle body and abiding in the mind attained the
Taijasa state. The Taijasa state is what manifests itself in
the world of appearances. The product of dreams is the name
of the Tadjasa state. By the command of the Supreme Lord,
the self conditioned by maya and along with the (principle of)
unmanifested, after entering each separate body attained
the Prajiia state. The Prajita state is non-differentiated from -
and {in quest of) the highest truth. That which conceives of
the sleeping state as its own is the name of the Prdjiia state.
The Vedic texts "That thou art’ and the like sing about the
identity with the Supreme of the individual soul that is (in
quest of) the highest end and shrouded by ignorance and traces
of the (principle of) unmanifested, which is unrelated to the
empirical and the apparent worlds. It is only the consciousness
reflected in the inner sense that is capable of attaining the
three states (of waking, dream and sleep). After attaining these
states of waking, dream and sleep, becoming distracted like a
potter's wheel, he becomes, though alive, dead as it were.
Then there are the states of waking, dreaming, sleeping
fainting and dying, five in number, ’

This passage assumes the Advaita Vedinta view of the three
grades of reality, paramarthika, vyavahirika and pratibhdsika,
metaphysical or ultimate, empirical and illusory respectively.

WAKING AND DREAM STATES
8. tat-tad-devatagrahanvitaih  Srotradi-jranendriyaih  sabda-
dy-artha-visaya-grahana-jfianam jagrad avastha bhavati. tatra
bhﬂf-mdfxyfzm gato jiva a-pada-mastakam vyapya krsi-Sravanady
akhila-kriyd-kartd bhavati. lat-tad-phalabhuk ca bhavati. lokin-
taragatah karmarjita-phalam sa eva bhunkte. sa sarvabhawmavad




912 The Principal Upanisads I1. g.

vyavahdracchranta antar-bhavanam pravestum margam asritya
tisthats. karanoparame jagrai-samskarottha-prabodhavad grahya-
grahaka-riapa-sphuranam svapnavastha bhavati; iatra visva eva
jagrad vyavahdra-lopan madi-madhyams carams tasjasatvam
avapya vasand-ripakam jagad-vaiciiryam svabhdasd bhasayan
yathepsitam svayam bhunkie.

8. The state of waking consists in the knowledge acquired
through the perception of sound and other objects by means
of the organs of perception like the ear and others accompanied
by the blessings of the respective deities (presiding over the
different forms of perception). Therein the individual soul
who has established himself in the middle of the eyebrows,
after pervading (the entire body) from head to foot, becomes
the doer of all actions like husbandry, study of the sacred books,
He becomes the enjoyer of their respective fruits. On reaching
another world he alone enjoys the fruit. He then stands like an
emperor overcome with fatigue, on account of his activities
having taken the path leading to the entry into (another) body.
When the sense organ has come to rest (ceased to function)
the knowledge of the percepts and perceptions arising out of
impressions (left by) of the waking state is the dream state.
Therein, owing to the cessation of active functioning such as
we have in the waking state, Vidva alone, after attaining the
Tasjasa state, moves through the middie of the nddis, mani-
festing through his own power the variety of the world in the
form of impressions, and himself enjoys as he desires.

THE STATE OF SLEEP

9. cittatkakarand susupty-avasthd bhavati. bhrama-visranta-
Sakunth paksau samhrtya nidabhimukham yathd gacchals, tathd
Jivo’'Pi jagrai-svapna-prapaicevyavahstya sranto’jranam praviiya
svanandam bhunkie.

g. The sleeping state is that in which only thought (functions).
" Even as a bird tired of flying about turns towards its nest,
restraining its wings, even so the individual soul tired of
functioning in the worlds of waking and dream, entering on the
state of ignorance, enjoys his own bliss.

He retires from-his outward and inward activities and enters into
his own nature. The principle of ignorance, of objectivity 1s present
in the state of sleep though it is not manifest.
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_ 10. akasman mudgaradandadyais taditavad bhayajhianabhyam
sndriya-samghataih kampann iva myia-tulyd misrchd bhavati,

10. As if struck unawares by a hammer or a club, mani-
festing itself as tremor due to fright or loss of consciousness,
caused by the fusing together of the several organs of percep-
tion 1s the state of fainting which resembles the state of a dead
man.

DEATH

. IL. jagral-svapna-susupti-marchavasthanam anyd brahmaid-
istamba-paryantam sarva-jiva-bhaya-prada sthila-dehavisarjans
marandvastha bhavati. karmendriyini jridnendriyant tat-tad-vis-
ayan pranan samhrtya kima-karmanviid avidya-bhitavestito jivo
dehantaram prapya lokantaraw gacchali, prak karma-phala-
Pakendvartantara-kitavad visrantivy naiva gacchati. satharma-
paripakato bakiinim janmandm ante nynim mokseccha Jayate.
11. What is different from the waking, dreaming, sleeping
and fainting states, what instils fear into (the hearts of) all living
creatures from Brahma (the creator) to a tuft of grass, what
causes the giving up of the gross body, that is the state of
dying. After drawing together the organs of action and the
organs of perception, their respective functions and the vital
airs, the soul attended with desire and conduct {in the form
of impressions left by conduct) and wrapped up in elements
of ignorance goes to another world after attaining another body.
Through the ripening of the fruits of his past actions he does
not attain any rest, like a worm caught within a whirlpool,
The desire for liberation arises in human beings at the end of
many births through the ripening of their past virtuous conduct.

See B.G. VII. 19,

BONDAGE AND RELEASE

12. tada sad-gurum dsritya cira-kala-sevaya bandham moksam
kascit praydti. avicarakrio bandho vicaran mokso bhavati; tasmai
sadé vicarayet. adhyaropipavidatah svaripam  niscayikartum
Sakyate. tasmat sada vicirayej jagaj-jiva-paramdtmano jtva-bhava-
jagad-bhdva-badhe pratyag abhinnam brahmaivivasisyata iti.

12. Then, after resorting to a good teacher and serving him
for a long time he questions him as to the nature of bondage
and release. Bondage produced by the lack of investigation
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becomes release by (proper) investigation. Therefore one should
always inquire. It is possible to determine the nature of the
self through the way of super-imposition {of qualities that do
not belong to it) and denial. Therefore one should always inquire
into the nature of the world, the individual and the supreme
self. With the denial of the (ultimate) reality of the soul and
the world, the innermost self non-differentiated from Brahman

alone remains,

The way of superposition and denial is developed by S in his
Introduction to 5.B.

IIL 2. Paingala Upanisad 915
CHAPTER 1II

MEDITATION AND HIGHEST ENLIGHTENMENT

1. athahainampaingalahpapracchayijiiavalkyam, mahd-vakya-
vivaranam anubrithits.

I. Then Paingala asked Yaijiavalkya, please relate to me a
detailed account of the great texts.

2. sa hovdca yajhavalkyas tal team asi, tvam tad asi, tvam
brahmaspadam brahmasmity anusandhanam kuryat; tatra parok-
sya-Sabalahsarvajiiatvadi-laksano mayopadhihsac-cid-ananda-lak-
sano jagad-yonis tad-pada-vdcvo bhavati, sa evintah-karana-
sambhinnabodho’smdt  pratyaydvalambanas  tvam-pada-vacyo
bhavalt, parajivopadhimayividye vikiya tal-tvam-pada-laksyam
pratyagabhinnam brahma, tattvamasity aham brahmasmitt vak-
yartha-vicarah $ravanam bhavali; ekantena Sravandrthanusand-
hanam mananam bhavali; Sravana-manana-wirvicikitse'rthe
vastuny ekatdnavatiayd cetah sthipanam nididhyisanam bhavats;
dhyatrdhydne vihdya nivdlasihita dipaved dhyeyaikagocaram
cittam samadhir bhavati, tadantm dtma-gocaravritayah samutthita
ajiiald bhavanty, tak smarandd anumiyanie; ihanddisamsare
samcilah karma-kofayo' nenaiva vilayam yanii,; talo'bhydsapatavat
sahasrasah sada amytadhdrd varsati; tato yoga-vittamdah samadhim
dharma-megham prahuh; vasand-jale nikSesam amund pravilapite
karma-samcaye punya-pape samilonmitlite prak paroksam aps
kara-talamalakavad vakyaom apratibaddhaparoksa-saksat-kiram
prasiyate; lada jrvan-mukto bhavati.

2. Yajiavalkya replied to him: One should engage in medi-
tation of the kind 'That thou art,” ‘Thou art the seat of
Brahman.’ ‘1 am Brahman.' Therein the imperceptible per-
sonal Lord with the gualities of omniscience and others, endowed
with the power of maya, of the character of being, consciousness
and bliss, the source of the world is (what is connoted by) the
word ‘that’ (of the text), That alone, being influenced by the
inner sense, supported by the conception of self {I-conception)
is {(what is connoted by) the word ‘thou’ {of the text). Giving
up the power of maya and ignorance which envelop (the two),
the supreme and the individual soul, what is meant by the
terms ‘that” and ‘thou” beeomes Brahman which is non-
distinct from the self. The investigation inte the import of the
texts ‘That thou art,” I am Brahman is hearing. Exclusive
attention to the meaning of what is heard is reflection. The
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fixing of thought with one-pointed attention solely on the
object attained through hearing and reflection 1s meditation.
The thought absorbed only in the object meditated upon, giving
up the distinction of the meditator and the act of meditation
resembling a lamp in a windless spot attains the highest
enlightenment. In that state, when the functionings directed
towards the cognition of the self are roused (the intuitions of
the self), are not cognised but only inferred from memory.
Through this the numberless previous karmas a.ccun_lulatefi
during this beginningless cycle of births and deaths attain their
dissolution. Thence, through the power of practice, a stream
of nectar showers always from a thousand directions. Therefore
the adepts in yoga call this highest enlightenment ‘the cloud
of virtue.” When the nets of dispositions (good and bad) are
dissolved without any residue, when the accumulated deeds,
virtuous and vicious, are completely destroyed, to the very roots,
the past and the future alike, owing to the removal of all ir-
pediments bring about the direct and immediate perception (of
Brahman) as of the dmalaka fruit, on the palm of the hand. Then
(the knower of Brahman) becomes one liberated while in life.

&abalah: mixed. The Absolute is viewed as the personal lord with

maya or the power of manifestation. Though sac-cid-dnanda, he is -

the source of the world, jagad-yon. ] o
{ravana: the four stages of hearing, refiection, meditation and

direct intuition, atma-daysana, here called samadhi are explained.
The fruths of the sacred texts are endorsed by personal effort and
experience. See Introduction XIX.

& lamp in a windless spot: see B.G. VL 19. )
tnferred from memory: when the intuition 1s no more felt, when it
lapses from consciousness, we have only a memory ofit.
dharma-megha: the cloud of virtue. The realised soul is virtuous by

nature.

3. #$ak panici-kria-bhidanam apaiici-karanam kartum__so’kdma-
yata; brahmanda tadgaia-lokan karya-rapams ca szm_g:fzfvam
prapayitvd, tatah, suksmangen kafmev_sdfzyém pranams ca
jfanendyiyany aniah-karana-catusiayamcarkiketya, sarvant bhawuti-
hani karane bhiita-paficake samyojya bhaminm jale, jalar vahnav,
vahnith viyau, vayum akase, cakasam ahamkare, caham_kfzmm
mahati, mahad avyakte, avyaklam puruse kramena mﬂhyate;
viraddhiranyagarbhesvara upadhi-vilayal param-aiman: liyante;
paﬁci—krta-mhd-bkﬂta-sambham-karma—sanicsta-sthula—de}_;ab kar-
maksayat sai-karma-paripakato’ panci-karanam pripya stiksmen-
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atkibhitvd karana-ripatvam asadya tat-karanam kilasthe pratyag-
dtmans viliyate; visva-laijasa-prajhiah svasvopadhi-layat pratyag-
almant liyante; andam jhandgnind dagdham kRaranaih saha
param-atmant Inam bhavall, lalo brahmanah samdhito bhitva
lal-tvam-padatkyam eva sada huryat, tato meghipayai msuman
walmdvirbhavati; dhyatvd madhyastham atmanam kalasantara-di-
pavad, angustha-matram dtmanam adhima-jyoti-ripakam.

3. {$vara developed the desire to disquintuplicate the quin-
tuplicated elements. After causing the macrocosms, the worlds
comprised in them and other effects to recede into their (ante-
cedent) causal form, after making into one the subtle body,
the organs of actions, the life principles, the organs of per-
ception and the fourfold inner sense, and after merging all
elements in the fivefold causal elements, he causes earth to
dissolve in water, water in fire, fire in air, air in ether, ether
in the self-sense, the self-sense in the great, the great in the

unmanifested and the unmanifested in the self in due order. -

The Virat, the Hiranya-garbha and the Supreme Lord, owing
to the dissolutions of their respective adjuncts, lapse into the
Supreme Self. The gross body composed of the quintuplicated
great elements, organised through the accumulated (past)
karma, owing to the destruction of karma and the ripening
of the fruits of good karma, becoming one with the subtle body,
attaining the form of the causal body, causes the causal body
to merge in the unchanging inner self, The three states of Visva,
Taijasa, Prajfia, on account of the dissolution of their adjuncts
merge in the inner self. The microcosm being bumnt (and purified)
by the fire of knowledge becomes merged along with its causes
in the Supreme Self. Therefore let the Brahmana, after becoming
possessed of self-control engage in meditation incessantly on
the identity of That and Thou. Thereafter, even as the sun
shines with all his splendour on the dissipation of the clouds,
the self manifests himself. After meditating on the self seated
in the middle (of the heart) like a lamp placed inside a vessel,
of the size of a thumb and of the form of smokeless flame (the
self manifests himself).

The order of invalution is the reverse of the order of evolution.
The subordination of the world, world-soul and the Supreme Lord
to the Uldmate Reality is suggested here. The logical priority of
Brahman to these three is to be understood.

4. prakasayantam anmiahstham dhyayet kifastham avyayam

dhydayan naste munis catva casupler amytes tu yah.
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4. One should meditate on the unchanging, imperishable that
is inside, manifesting (the diverse functions). The sage who is
continuously engaged in meditation till he goes to sleep or is
overtaken by death.

5. jivanmuklas sa vijfieyah sa dhanyah krta-kriyavan
jivanmuktapadam tyakivd svadehe kalasatkrite
vidatya deha-mukiatvam pavano'spandalim iva.

5. He should be knewn as one liberated while alive (in this
body). He is blessed and is of fulfiled duties. After giving up
the state of being liberated while alive, when the time arrives
for his quitting the body, he enters on the state of disembodied
liberation even as the air attains the state of non-movement.

6. asabdam, asparsam, aripam, avyayam, tatha rasam nityam,
agandhavac ca yat.
anddy anantarm, mahatah param, dhruvam, tad eva Sisyaty
amalam, niramayam.

6. {He attains the state) that is devoid of sound, devoid of
touch, devoid of forms, devoid of wasting, likewise devoid of
taste, that is eternal, and devoid of smell, having neither
beginning nor end, that transcends the Great, constant, that
alone remains, which is flawless and free from ailing.

It is the supreme state which is negatively described ; it is oneness
with the transcendent Brahmas.
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CHAPTER IV

X atha hainam paingalak papraccha yijhiavalkyam, jianinah
kim karma ki ca sthitir iti. sa hovdca yajfiavalkyah; amanitvads
sampanno mumuksur eka-vimsati-kulam tdrayati,; brahma-vin-
mdalrena kulam ekotiara-salam tarayati.

aimanam rathinam viddhi Sariram ratham eva ca
buddhish tu sarathim viddhi manak pragraham eva ca.
1. Then the sage Paingala asked Yajiavalkya: What is the
(l‘l?..t}lre of} action of a knower? What is his condition?
Yajhavalkya replied unto him: The seeker after liberation
endowed with humility and other good qualities carries (safely)
across {the ocean of worldly existence) twenty-one generations
of his (}lass. The moment he becomes a knower of Brahman
he carries across one hundred and one generations of his class,
Know the self as the lord of the chariot and the body as verily,
the chariot. Know the intellect as the charioteer and the mind
as, verily, the reins. '

See Xatha L. 111, 2 ff,

2, {ndriyég:i haydn ahur visayams lesu gocaran.
jangamdni vimandni hrdayini manisinah.
2. The senses, they say, are the horses and the objects (of
the senses) the paths (they range over). The hearts of the
knowers (of Brahman) are so many air chariots.

3. dimendriya-mano-yuklam bhokicly ahur maharsayah

talo nardyanah saksat hrdaye supratisthitah. '

3- (The self) associated with the body, the senses and the
mind, the great sages declare, is the enjoyer. Therefore
Narayana is actually established (as the self) in the hearts (01:
all beings). The seeker after God, after becoming oné with God
becomes the self of all beings. '

4. prarabdha-karma-paryariam  ahinsrmokavad vyavaharati

candravac carale deht sa mukias canskelanah. '

4. As long as his previously commenced karma remains
unspent, he functions (very much) like the snake with the slough
on. He who has attained liberation, though possessed of the
body, wanders about homeless like the moon (on the sky).

His body does not fall off until the karmas which have started
working eut reach their culmination.
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5. tirthe Svapaca-grhe va tanurm vihaya yiti kaivalyam
pranin avakirya ydts Raivalyam
tam pascad dig-baliv kurydd athavé khananam carel.
pumsah pravrajanam prokiaw netariya kadc.:cm_:a. )
5. Casting off his body either in a place of pilgrimage or in
the house of an eater of dog's flesh (the knower) attains alone-
ness. After scattering the vital airs he attains aloneness. After
(the knower has run the appointed course of life and dies) his
body should be cast away as an offering to the cardinal points;
or else it may be buried. Only in the case of a male who is
eligible for the order of monkhood is (burial} prescribed, never

for others.
dig-bali: food for appeasing the hunger of birds and the like.

6. nasaucarm nagni-karyam ca na pindam nodakakriyd

na huryat parvanadint brahma-bhildya bhiksave.

6. No pollution (is to be observed by blood relations), no
rituals connected with the funeral fire, no cblations (m_the form
of balls of cooked rice) nor offerings of water nor ritnals on
new moon and other days should be adopted for the (departed)
mendicant who has become Brahman,

7. dagdhasya dahanam ndsti pakvasya pacanam yatha

jhandgni-dagdha-dehasya na ca sraddham na ca kriyd.

7. Even as there is no cooking of food that has already been
cooked, there is no cremation of the body (of a knower) which
has already been burnt {in the fire of austerity). For one whose
body has already been consumed by the fire of knowlgdge, there
is no need for the performance of sraddha ceremonies or any

other obsequies.

8. ydvaccopddhi-paryaniam dvac chusriisayed gurum,

guruvad guru-bharydyds tat puiresu ca vartanam.

8. So long as there is the limitation (leading to differentiation
between the teacher and the pupil) so long the pupil should
serve the teacher. He should behave with the teacher's wife
and his sons as he would with the teacher (himself).

g. $uddha-manasak Suddha-cid-ripah sahisnuh so’ham asmi
sahisnuk, so'hamasmiti prapte jidnena vijfiane jhieye param-at-
mani hedi samsthite dehe labdha-Santi-padam gate tadi pra-
bhd-mano-buddhi-Sinyam bhavaii, amrtena irptasya payasd km
prayojanam; evam svdtmanam jhiatva vedash prayojanam ksm
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bhavals,; jhdnamyta-typla-yogino na kir cit kartavyam asti, tad asts
cen na,satativa-vidbhavats. dirastho’ ps na dirasthah pindavarjitah
Pindavastho’'pi pralyagaima sarvavyapi bhavati, hrdayam nir-
malam kytva cintayitvapy anamayam aham eva sarvam il pasyet
param sukham.

9. With a purified mind, with a purified consciousness, full of
forbearance, andin the attitude ‘I am he’ full of forbearance, and
when he gains the attitude 'I am he,” when the supreme self, the
basis of all knowledge gets firmly fixed in the heart, when the
body attains the state of quiescence then does the mind scin-
tillating with the intellect become void of its functionings, What
is the use of milk to one satiated with nectar? Even so what
is the use of the study of the Vedas for one who has perceived
the Self? For the Yogin who is satisfied with the nectar of
knowledge {(of Brahman) there is nothing whatsoever that has
yet to be achieved. If there is anything (still to be achieved), he
is not a knower of the truth. Remaining aloof, yet not aloof,
remaining in the body, yet not of the body, the innermost self,
becomes the all-pervading (Brahman). After purifying the
heart, thinking of Brahman the perfect (free from ailment),
the Yogin should perceive that he is the all, the transcendent,
the blissful. '

I0. yathq jale jalam ksiptam, Rsive ksiram, ghyle ghriam,
aviseso bhavet tadvaj jrvatma paramatmanoh.
10. As water poured into water, milk poured into milk, ghee
into ghee becomes one without differentiation, even so the
individual soul and the Supreme Self (become one).

The state of liberation is here suggested to be.oneness with the
Absolute Self.

11. dehe jhianena dipste buddhiy akhandikira-rapa yada
bhavats, tada vidvin brahma-jfidndgina sarva-bandhawm nirdahet,
lalah pavitram paramesvarakhyam, advaita-ripam, vimalam-
barabham yathodake toyam anupravistam lathdtma-riipo miru-
padhi-samsthitah,

11. When the body is lit.(with the flame of) knowledge, when
the understanding becomes indivisible in form, then the knower
should burn all the bonds with the fire of the knowledge of

- Brakman. Then he who has attained the form of the self, firmly

established in the state without limitations should enter on the
state hallowed, that is known as the supremse lord, that is of
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non-dual form, that resembles ether devoid of impurities, like
water that has flown into water.

The state of liberation is described not as that of a fish in water
but as that of a dewdrop in the sea. Complete identity is maintained.

12. dkasavat sihsmasarira dtmd na drsyate viywvad antaraimd
sa bihydm abhyantara wiscalitma jhdnolkayd pasyats
cantaratma.

12. The self that has a subtle body like the ether, that self
immanent in all beings is not seen like the air. (That) self is
motionless both outside and inside, The self immanent in ail
beings perceives with the torch of knowledge.

13. yatra yatra myio jidni yena vd kena mriyund

yathd sarva-gatam vyoma taira tatra layarm gatah.

13. Wheresoever the knower may die, whatever may be the
manner of death, at that very place he becomes merged {in
Brahman) even as the all-pervading ether.

14. ghatikasam fvdtmanam vilayan veili laitvalah

sa gacchati niralambam jhandlokan samantatah.

14. The knower who knows the self to be indissoluble, like
the ether of the pot, reaches independence with the range of
his knowledge (spreading) on all sides.

As the ether in the pot gets dissolved in the all-pervading ether
when the limitations are broken, even so the liberated individual
is lost in the universal self.

15. taped varsa-sahasrani cka-pdda-sthito narah

etasya dhyana-yogasya kaldm narhati sodasim.

15. A man may perform penance standing on one leg for
a thousand years {yet his austerities) do not deserve a sixteenth
part of the merit of concentrated meditation.

The verse brings out the superiority of dhydna-yoga to tapas.

16. idarm jhanam, idaw jiieyam, lat sarvam jhdtum icchati,

aps varsa-sahasrdywh Sastrantam nadhigacchats.

16. One desires to know all about what constitutes know-
ledge and what has to be known, but even if he should live
for a thousand years he does not get to the end of the (study
of the) scriptures.

17. vijiieyo'ksara tanmatro jivitam vapi caficalam,

vihaya $asira—jalani yat salyam tad updsyatam.
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17. Wh,at is to be known is the subtle imperishable existence
while one’s life is unsteady. (Therefore) giving up the network
of scriptures (which are many and endless), let the truth be
meditated on.

18. anania-karma Saucam ca japo yajhas tathaiva ca

tirtha-ydirabhigamanam ydval taltvam na vindaii.

18. (It is only) so long as the seeker does not attain know-
ledge of the real that endless ceremonies, observances of purity
prayers, likewise performance of sacrifices, visits to places of
pilgrimage (are prescribed by the scriptures).

All these i
rentisai ofatrl::e r;?; n(::fs in themselves. They are means to the

19. aham brahmeti niyatam moksa hetur mahatmanam

dve pade bandha-moksaya na mameti mameti ca.

19. Eor the great souled, the surest way to liberation is the
conviction that I am Brahman. The two terms, what leads to
bondage and what leads to liberation, are the sense of mineness
and the absence of the sense of mineness.

Selﬁ§hness or lPokh}g upon the body and the world as one's own,
as means to one’s enjoyment causes bondage. The realisation that
the body and the world are external to the true self and the con-
sequent universality of spirit lead to liberation.

20. mameti badhyale jantur nirmameli vimucyale,

manaso hy unmanibhive dvaitam nasvopalabhyate.

20. With the sense of mineness the soul is bound; with the
absence of the sense of mineness it is liberated. When the mind
rltstes_ todthe state of illumination, the sense of duality is never
attained,

21. yadd yaty unmanibhavas tada tat paramam padam
yaira yatra mano yati tatra tatra param padam.
2x. When the seeker attains the state of illumination then
he (attains) the highest state. Wheresoever his mind goes there
is the highest state.

22, lalrg tatra param brahma sarvalva samavasthitam

hanyan mustibhir akasam ksudartah khandayet tusam.

22, There is the transcendent Brakman well established
everywhere. However much one tormented by hunger strikes
with his fisticuffs the ether round him or chews (any amount
of) chaff (his hunger is not appeased).
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THE REWARD FOR THE STUDY OF THIS UPANISAD

23. naham brahmels jandts ta.sya mukiir na jayate. ya etad
upanisadari wmilyam adhite so'gni-pilo bhavati, sa vayu-pulo
bhavati, sa aditya-pilo bhavali, sa brahma-puto bhavati, sa vis-
nu-pito bhavalt, sa rudra-pito bhavats, sa sarvesu t:‘rthc_su sndto
bhavati, sa sarvesu vedesv adhilo bhavati, sa sarva-veda-vraia-car-
yasucarstobhavati, tenets hdsa-purananamrudranamsaia-sahasrani
japtani phalani bhavanti, pranavanam ayulam japtars bhavati,
dasa-parvindasotiaranpunats, sa paikti-pavano bhavats,sa mahan
bhavati, brahmahatyd-surapana-svarnasteya-gurutalpagamana-iat
samyogipatakebhyah puto bhavalt.

tad visnok paramam padam sadd pasyanti stirayah

diviva caksur dtatam.

23. For him who does not know ‘I am Brakman,” liberation
does not arise, He who studies this Upanisad every day becomes
hallowed as by fire; he becomes hallowed by air; he becomes
hallowed by the sun; he becomes hallowed by Brahma; he
becomes hallowed by Visnu; he becomes hallowed by Rudra.
He attains the merit of bathing in all the sacred waters. He
becomes accomplished in the study of all the Vedas. He becomes
disciplined in the performance of all the vows prescribed in
the Vedas. By him are attained the fruits resulting from a
hundred thousand recitals of the fithdsas, the Purdnas and the
Rudras. By him has been repeated the syllable pranava (aum)
myriads of times. He sanctifies ten previous and ten future
generations. He sanctifies the rows of people with whom he
dines. He becomes a great-souled one. He becomes freed from
the sins of killing a Brahmana, drinking liquor, stealing gold,
sharing the bed with the teacher’s wife and associating with
those who have committed these sins.

That is the highest state of Visnu (the all-pervader) which
the sages see constantly as the eye spreads towards the heaven.

24. tad viprdso vipanyavo jagrvamsah samindhate
visnor yal paramam padam. satyam ity upanisat.
24. These knowers of Brahman, with their passions cast away,
their inner senses alert, expound clearly that highest state of
Visnu. This is the truth, (this is) the Upanisad.

KAIVALYA UPANISAD

The Upanisad belongs to the Atharva Veda and is called
Kaivalya Upanisad as its study and practice lead to the state
of Kaivalya or aloneness,
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