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I nt roducti on

Cod, spiritual life-those were such vague ternms to ne before | met
Srila Prabhupada. | have always been interested in religion, but before
| met the Krsna conscious devotees, sonehow | did not have the proper
perspective needed to inquire fruitfully about spiritual life. The
exi stence of a Creator is only conmon sense--but who is God? Wo am|?
had been to Hebrew School and had studied Oiental philosophy, but
coul d never get satisfying answers to ny questions.

| first heard the Hare Krsna nmantra in Geenw ch Vill age, New York,
in late 1968.

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna Hare Hare
Hare Ranma Hare Rama
Rama Rana Hare Hare

The chanting was captivating, and it made me feel very confortable.
The mantra stuck in my mnd, and | soon regretted that | had not taken a
magazi ne fromthe devotees. As explained to ne later, a transcendenta
seed had been planted that could eventually ripen into | ove of Godhead.

Several months later, | cane across a card with the Hare Krsna
mantra on it. The card prom sed, "Chant these names of God, and your
life will be subline!™ I would occasionally chant, and | found that the
mantra did, in fact, give ne a feeling of peace of mnd



After graduating fromcollege with a B.S. in chemstry, | joined
the Peace Corps in 1971 and went to India as a science teacher. In India

| inquired about the Hare Krsna novenent. | was attracted by the
chanting and intrigued by the philosophy, and | was curious about the
noverment's authenticity. | had visited the Krsna tenple in New York

several tinmes before going to India, but | did not consider the
seem ngly austere life of a devotee for nyself.

InIndia | first net the Krsna conscious devotees at a festival
they were holding in Calcutta during Cctober of 1971. The devot ees
explained to ne the purpose of yoga and the need to inquire about
spiritual life. | began to feel that the rituals and cerenoni es they
practiced were not dull, sentinmental obligations, but a real, sensible
way of life.

At first, however, it was very difficult for me to understand the
phi | osophy of Krsna consciousness. In so nmany subtle ways, ny Wstern
upbringing prevented me fromseeing things that were as plain as the
nose on ny face! Fortunately the devotees convinced ne of the need to
practice sone few basic austerities, and in this way | began to gain
sone insight into spiritual life. | can now recall how distant and
tenuous were ny concepts of spirituality and transcendental existence.
nmet Srila Prabhupada briefly at this tinme--in Novenber of 1971--and
shortly thereafter | decided to becone a vegetarian. (I was proud of
being a vegetarian, but later Srila Prabhupada reninded ne that even
pi geons are, too0.)

In February of 1972, | met sone devotees in Calcutta who invited ne
to a festival in Mayapur (a holy island ninety mles to the north). The
festival was to be held in honor of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is
considered an incarnation of Krsna Hinself. | had then been planning a
trip to Nepal, but the Peace Corps denied ne pernission to | eave |ndia,
and so | went to Mayapur.

| left for Mayapur planning to stay for two days at the nost, but |
ended up staying a week. | was the only Wstern nondevotee on the
island, and since | was living with the devotees on their land, this was
a unique opportunity to learn intimately about Krsna consci ousness.

On the third day of the festival, | was invited in to see Srila
Prabhupada. He was living in a snmall hut--half-brick and hal f-that ched
with two or three pieces of sinple furniture. Srila Prabhupada asked ne
to be seated and then asked how | was and whether | had any questions.
The devotees had explained to nme that Srila Prabhupada coul d answer ny
guesti ons because he represents a disciplic succession of spiritua
masters. | thought that Srila Prabhupada mght really know what is going
on in the world. After all, his devotees clained this, and | admred and
respected them So with this in mnd | began to ask ny questi ons.

I nadvertently, | had approached a guru, or spiritual master, in the
prescri bed way--by subm ssively asking questions about spiritual life.

Srila Prabhupada seened pleased with me, and over the next severa
days, he answered ny questions. | asked themnostly from an acadenic
poi nt of view, but he always gave ne personal answers so that | would
actually spiritualize ny life. H's answers were logical, scientific,
sati sfying and amazingly lucid. Before | net Srila Prabhupada and his
di sciples, spiritual life was always obscure and nebul ous. But the
di scussions with Srila Prabhupada were realistic, clear and exciting!
Srila Prabhupada was patiently trying to help ne understand that Krsna--
CGod--is the suprene enjoyer, suprene friend and suprene proprietor.



put forward many inpedinents to accepting the obvious: that | would have
to become serious about God consciousness to understand God. But Srila
Prabhupada relentlessly yet kindly urged ne on. Even though | had little
ability to express nyself, Srila Prabhupada understood ny every inquiry
and answered perfectly.

Bob Cohen

Chapter One

Krsna, the All-Attractive

Bob: What is a scientist?

Srila Prabhupada: One who knows things as they are.

Bob: He thinks he knows things as they are.

Srila Prabhupada: Wat?

Bob: He hopes he knows things as they are.

Srila Prabhupada: No, he is supposed to know. W approach the scientist
because he is supposed to know t hings correctly. A scientist nmeans one
who knows things as they are. Krsna neans "all-attractive."

Bob: All-attractive.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. So unless God is all-attractive, how can He be
God? A nan is inportant when he is attractive. Is it not?

Bob: It is so.

Srila Prabhupada: So, God nust be attractive and attractive for all
Therefore, if God has any nane, or if you want to give any nane to God,
only "Krsna" can be given.

Bob: But why only the name Krsna?

Srila Prabhupada: Because He's all-attractive. Krsna neans"all -
attractive."

Bob: Oh, | see

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. God has no nanme, but by His qualities we give Hm
nanes. If a man is very beautiful, we call him®"beautiful." If a nan is
very intelligent, we call him"wise.' So the nane is given according to
the quality. Because God is all-attractive, the nane Krsna can be

applied only to Hm Krsna neans "all-attractive." It includes
everyt hi ng.

Bob: But what about a nane neaning "all-powerful"?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.... Unless you are powerful, how can you be all-

attractive?

Syamasundar a: [an Anmerican devotee, Srila Prabhupada's secretary] It

i ncl udes everyt hi ng.

Srila Prabhupada: Everything. He nust be very beautiful, He nust be very
wi se, He nust be very powerful, He nust be very fanous..

Bob: |Is Krsna attractive to rascal s?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes! He was the greatest rascal also.

Bob: How is that?

Srila Prabhupada: [l aughi ng] Because He was al ways teasing the gopis.
Syamasundar a: Teasi ng?



Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Sonetinmes when Radharani would go out, Krsna
woul d attack Her, and when She would fall down--"Krsna, don't torture Me
in that way"--They would fall down, and Krsna woul d take the opportunity
and kiss Her. [He laughs.] So, Radharani was very pleased, but
superficially Krsna was the greatest rascal. So unless rascaldomis in
Krsna, how could rascal dom be existent in the world? Qur formula of God
is that He is the source of everything. Unless rascaldomis in Krsna,
how can it be manifest... because He is the source of everything. But
His rascaldomis so nice that everyone worships His rascal dom

Bob: What about the rascals who are not so nice?

Srila Prabhupada: No, rascaldomis not nice, but Krsna is absolute. He
is God. Therefore His rascaldomis also good. Krsna is all-good. God is
good.

Bob: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Therefore, when He becones a rascal, that is al so
good. That is Krsna. Rascaldomis not good, but when it is practiced by
Krsna, because He is absolutely good, that rascaldomis also good. This
one has to understand.

Bob: Are there sonme people who do not find Krsna attractive?

Srila Prabhupada: No. Al people will find Hmattractive. Wo is not
attracted? just give an exanple: "This man or this living entity is not
attracted to Krsna."Just find such a person

Bob: Sonebody who wi shes to do things in life that he may feel are wong
but who wi shes to gain power or prestige or nobney..

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bob:... may find God unattractive. He may not find God attractive,
because God gives himguilt.

Srila Prabhupada: No, not God. His attraction is to becone powerful. A
man wants to beconme powerful or rich--is it not? But nobody is richer
than Krsna. Therefore Krsna is attractive to him

Bob: If a person who wants to becone rich prays to Krsna, will he becone
rich?

Srila Prabhupada: Ch, yes!

Bob: He can becone rich through this neans?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. Because Krsna is all-powerful, if you pray to
Krsna to becone rich, Krsna will nmake you rich.

Bob: If sonebody lives an evil life but prays to becone rich, he may
still beconme rich?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Praying to Krsna is not evil

Bob: Ch, yes.

Srila Prabhupada: [chuckling] Sonmehow or other he prays to Krsna, so you
cannot say that he is evil.

Bob: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita, api cet suduracaro
bhaj at e mam ananya- bhak. Have you read it?

Bob: Yes. The Sanskrit | don't know, but the English | do.

Srila Prabhupada: Hm m

Bob: "Even if the nobst evil nan prays to Me..."

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bob: "... He will be elevated."
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. As soon as he begins to pray to Krsna, that is
not evil. Therefore He is all-attractive. It is said in the Vedas that

the Absolute Truth, or the Suprene Personality of Godhead, is the



reservoir of all pleasure--raso vai sah. Everyone is hankering after
soneone because he realizes sone nellowin it.

Bob: Excuse ne?

Srila Prabhupada: Sone nellow. Suppose a nan is drinking. Wiy is he
drinking? He is getting sone nmellow out of that drinking. A man is
hankeri ng after noney because by possessing noney he gets a nell ow out
of it.

Bob: What does nell ow nmean?

Srila Prabhupada: [to Syanasundara] How do they define nell ow?
Syamasundar a: Taste, pleasure.

Bob: K

Srila Prabhupada: Pleasing taste. So the Vedas say, raso vai sah. The
exact translation of nellowis rasa. [Malati, Syanmasundara's wife,
enters with a tray of food] Wat is that?

Mal ati:: Eggplant, fried.

Srila Prabhupada: On! All-attractive! All-attractive! [Laughter.]
Syamasundara: How is Krsna the greatest scientist?

Srila Prabhupada: Because He knows everything. A scientist is one who
knows a subject matter thoroughly. He is a scientist. Krsna--He knows
everyt hi ng.

Bob: | am presently a science teacher

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, teaching. But, unless you have perfect know edge,
how can you teach? That is our question.

Bob: Wthout perfect know edge, though, you can teach--

Srila Prabhupada: That is cheating; that is not teaching. That is
cheating. Just like the scientists say, "There was a chunk... and the
creation took place. Perhaps. Maybe..." What is this? Sinply cheating!
It is not teaching; it is cheating.

Bob: Let me repeat what you said this norning--that was interesting.
asked about niracles, and you said that only a fool would believe in
mracl es because--let us say you are a child and an adult lifts this
table. That's a miracle. O you're a chenist and you conbi ne acid and
base and you nake snoke, an expl osi on or whatever. To sonebody ignorant,
that's a mracle. But for everything there is a process, and so when you
see a mracle, it's just ignorance of the process. So that only a foo
woul d believe in mracles, and--you correct ne if | say wong...

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, yes.

Bob: You sai d when Jesus cane the people then were sonewhat nore

i gnorant and needed miracles as aid. | wasn't sure if that's quite what
you sai d.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, yes. Mracles are for the ignorant.

Bob: | had asked this in relation to all the mracle nmen you hear about
in India.

Srila Prabhupada: Krsna is the highest nmiracle nan.

Bob: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: That is stated by Kunti...

Bob: Wthout perfect know edge, can | not teach sone things? For
exanmple, | may--

Srila Prabhupada: You can teach up to the point you know.

Bob: Yes, but | should not claimto teach nore than | know.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is cheating.

Syamasundara: In other words, he can't teach the truth with partia
know edge.



Srila Prabhupada: Yes. That is not possible for any hunman bei ng. A human
bei ng has inperfect senses. So how can he teach perfect know edge?
Suppose you see the sun as a disc. You have no neans to approach the
sun. |If you say that we can see the sun by tel escope and this and that,
they are al so nade by you, and you are inperfect. So how can your
machi ne be perfect? Therefore, your know edge of the sun is inperfect.
So don't teach about the sun unl ess you have perfect know edge. That is
cheati ng.

Bob: But what about to teach that it is supposed that the sun is

93, 000,000 mles away?

Srila Prabhupada: As soon as you say "it is supposed,” it is not
scientific.

Bob: But | think that alnpbst all science, then, is not scientific.
Srila Prabhupada: That is the point!

Bob: All science is based on, you know, suppositions of this or that.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. They are teaching inperfectly. Just like they are
advertising so nuch about the nobon. Do you think their know edge is
perfect?

Bob: No.

Srila Prabhupada: Then?

Bob: What is the proper duty of the teacher in society? Let us say a
sci ence teacher. Wat should he be doing in the classroonf

Srila Prabhupada: C assroonf? You should sinply teach about Krsna.

Bob: He should not teach about..

Srila Prabhupada: No. That will include everything. His aimshould be to
know Krsna

Bob: Can a scientist teach the science of conbining acid and al kal i ne,
and this kind of science, with Krsna as its object?

Srila Prabhupada: How can it be?

Bob: If you--when one studies science, one finds general tendencies of
nature, and these general tendencies of nature point to a controlling
force....

Srila Prabhupada: That | was explaining the other day. | asked one
chem st whether, according to chenical formulas, hydrogen and oxygen

I i nked together becone water. Do they not?

Bob: It's true.

Srila Prabhupada: Now, there is a vast anount of water in the Atlantic
Ccean and Pacific Ocean. What quantity of chemicals was required?

Bob: How much?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. How many tons?

Bob: Many!

Srila Prabhupada: So who supplied it?

Bob: This was supplied by God.

Srila Prabhupada: Sonebody nust have supplied it.

Bob: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: So that is science. You can teach like that.

Bob: Shoul d one bot her teaching that if you conbine acid and al kal i ne
they forma neutral ?

Srila Prabhupada: The same thing. There are so nany effervescents. So,
who is performing it? Wio is supplying the acid and al kaline? [There is
a |l ong pause.]

Bob: So this cones fromthe sanme source as the water

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. You cannot nanufacture water unless you have
hydr ogen and oxygen. So, here is a vast--not only this Atlantic or



Pacific: there are mllions of planets, and there are nillions of
Atlantic and Pacific oceans. So who created this water w th hydrogen and
oxygen, and how was it supplied? That is our question. Sonebody nust
have supplied it, otherwi se how has it cone into exi stence?

Bob: But should it al so be taught how you make water from hydrogen and
oxygen? The procedure of burning themtogether--should this also be
taught? That is, you burn hydrogen and oxygen together..

Srila Prabhupada: That is secondary. That is not very difficult. Just
like Malati made this puri [a kind of bread]. So, there is flour, and
there is ghee [clarified butter], and she nade a puri. But unless there
is ghee and flour, where is the chance of making a puri? In the
Bhagavad-gita there is this statenent: "Water, earth, air, fire--they
are My energies." Wat is your body? This external body--that is your
energy. Do you know that? Your body is made out of your energy. For
exanple, | ameating..

Bob: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: So | amcreating sone energy, and therefore ny body is
mai nt ai ned.

Bob: Oh, | see

Srila Prabhupada: So therefore your body is nade out of your energy.
Bob: But when you eat the food, there is energy fromthe sun in the

f ood.

Srila Prabhupada: So, | amgiving an exanple. | amcreating sone energy
by digesting the food, and that is maintaining ny body. |If your energy
supply is not proper, then your body becones weak or unheal thy. Your
body is made out of your own energy. Sinmlarly, this gigantic cosnic
body--the universe--is nade of Krsna's energy. How can you deny it? As
your body is nade out of your energy, simlarly the universal body nust
be made by sonebody's energy. That is Krsna. [There is a | ong pause.]
Bob: 1'lIl have to think about it to follow that.

Srila Prabhupada: What is to follow? It is a fact. [He laughs.] Your
hair is growi ng daily. Wiy? Because you have sone energy.

Bob: The energy | obtain fromny food.

Srila Prabhupada: Sonehow or other you have obtained that energy! And

t hrough that energy your hair is growing. So if your body is

manuf actured by your energy, sinilarly the whole gigantic nmanifestation
is made of God's energy. It is a fact! It is not your energy.

Bob: Yes. Oh, | see that.

A devotee: Just like--aren't the planets in this universe the sun's
energy--a product of the sun's energy?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, but who produced the sun? That is Krsna's energy.
Because it is heat, and Krsna says, bhunmir apo 'nal o vayuh: "Heat--that
is My energy." The sun is the representation of the heating energy of
Krsna. It is not your energy. You cannot say, "The sun is nade by ne."
But sonebody nust have nade it, and Krsna says that He did. So, we
believe Krsna. Therefore we are Krsna-ites.

Bob: Krsna-ites?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Qur know edge is perfect. If | say that heat is
the energy of Krsna, you cannot deny it, because it is not your energy.
In your body there is sonme certain anount of heat. Sinmilarly, heat is
soneone's energy. And who is that person? That is Krsna. Krsna says
"Yes, it is My energy." So ny know edge is perfect. Because | take the
version of the greatest scientist, | amthe greatest scientist. | nmay be



a fool personally, but because | take know edge fromthe greatest

scientist, | amthe greatest scientist. | have no difficulty.
Bob: Excuse ne?
Srila Prabhupada: | have no difficulty in beconing the greatest

scientist because | take the know edge fromthe greatest scientist.
[There is a long pause.] "This earth, water, fire, air, ether, nmind
intelligence and ego--they are My ei ght separated energies."

Bob: They are separated energies?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Just like this mlk. What is this m|k? The
separ at ed energy of the cow [Syamasundara and Bob, stunned, |augh in
realization.] Is it not? It is the nmanifestation of the separated energy
of the cow.

Syamasundara: Is it |ike a by-product?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bob: So, what is the significance of this energy's being separated from
Krsna?

Srila Prabhupada: "Separated" neans that this is nade out of the body of
the cow but it is not the cow That is separation

Bob: So, this earth and all is made out of Krsna but it is not Krsna?
Srila Prabhupada: It is not Krsna. Or, you can say, Krsna and not Krsna
si mul taneously. That is our philosophy. One and different. You cannot
say that these things are different from Krsna, because w thout Krsna

t hey have no existence. At the same tine, you cannot say, "Then let ne
worship water. Wiy Krsna? The pant hei sts say that because everything is
God, whatever we do is God worship. This is Mayavada phil osophy- -t hat
because everything is made of God, therefore everything is God. But our
phil osophy is that everything is God but al so not God.

Bob: So what on earth is God? |Is there anything on earth that is God?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Because everything is made out of the energy of
God. But that does not nean that by worshi ping anything you are
wor shi pi ng God

Bob: So what is on earth that is not maya [illusion]? It is..

Srila Prabhupada: Maya neans "energy."

Bob: It means energy?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Maya--and another neaning is "illusion." So
foolish persons accept the energy as the energetic. That is maya. Just
i ke sunshine. Sunshine enters your room Sunshine is the energy of the
sun. But because the sunshine enters your room you cannot say that the
sun

Srila Prabhupada: Just wre.

Bob: So if | build a statue of Krsna, it is not Krsna unless..

Srila Prabhupada: It is Krsna. But you have to know the process of
understanding that it is Krsna. It is Krsna.

Bob: It is not just earth and nud.

Srila Prabhupada: No. Earth has no separate existence w thout Krsna.
Krsna says, "My energy." You cannot separate the energy fromthe
energetic. It is not possible. You cannot separate heat fromfire. But
fireis different fromthe heat, and heat is different fromthe fire.
You are taking heat; that does not nean you are touching fire. Fire, in
spite of emanating heat, keeps its identity. Simlarly, although Krsna,
by H's different energies, is creating everything, He remains Krsna. The
Mayavadi phil osophers think that if Krsna is everything, then Krsna's
separate identity is lost. That is material thinking. For exanple, by
drinking this mlk, little by little, when | finish, there is no nore



mlk; it has gone to ny belly. Krsna is not like that. He is ommi potent.
We are utilizing H's energy continually; still He is there, present.
Just like a man begetting children unlimtedly, but the man is there. A
crude exanple. It's not that because he has produced hundreds of
children, he is finished. So, simlarly, God or Krsna, in spite of His
unlimted nunber of children, is there.

pur nasya purnam adaya
pur nam evavasi syat e

"Because He is the conpl ete whole, even though so many conpl ete
units emanate fromH m He renmmins the conplete balance.” This is Krsna
consci ousness. Krsna is never finished. Krsna is so powerful. Therefore
He is all-attractive. This is one side of the display of Krsna's enerqgy.
Simlarly, He has unlimted energies. This study of Krsna's energy is
only one side, or a portion only. So in this way, if you go on studying
Krsna, that is Krsna consciousness. It is not a bogus thing--"naybe,"
"perhaps not." Absolutely! It is!

Syamasundara: And the study itself is never finished.
Srila Prabhupada: No. How can it be? Krsna has unlinited energy.

Chapter Two

Vedi ¢ Cul ture: Varnasrama-dhar ma

Bob: 1've asked devotees about how they feel towards sex in their
relations, and | see the way they feel, but | can't see nyself acting
the sane way. See, I'll be getting married at the end of this summer.
Srila Prabhupada: Hm n?

Bob: 1'll be getting married at the end of this summer, in Septenber or
August when | return to Anerica. And the devotees say that the

househol ders only have sex to conceive a child, and | cannot picture
nyself at all in such a position, and--Wat kind of sex |life can one
lead, living in the material world?

Srila Prabhupada: The Vedic principle is that one should avoid sex life
al together. The whole Vedic principle is to get liberation fromnateri al
bondage. There are different attachments for nmaterial enjoynent, of
which sex life is the topnost enjoynent. The Bhagavatam says that this
material world...

punsah striya mthuni-bhavam et am

Man is attached to woman, and wonan is attached to man. Not only in
human society--in animal society also. That attachnent is the basic
principle of material life. So, a wonan i s hankering or seeking after
the association of a man, and a man i s hankering or seeking for the
association of a wonman. All the fiction novels, dramas, cinenma and even
ordinary advertisenments that you see sinply depict the attachnent
bet ween man and wonan. Even in the tailor's shop you will find in the
wi ndow sone wonman and sone man

pravrttir esa bhutanam



nivrttis tu mahaphal am

So this attachnent is already there.
Bob: Attachnent between nan and worman?
Srila Prabhupada: Man and wonman. So if you want to get liberation from
this material world, then that attachnent should be reduced to nil
QO herwi se, sinply further attachnent--You will have to take rebirth
either as a human being or as a demigod or as an aninmal, as a serpent,
as a bird, as a beast. You will have to take birth. So, this basic
principle of increasing attachment is not our business, although it is
t he general tendency. Grha, ksetra, suta [honme, |and, sons]. But if one
can reduce and stop it, that is first class. Therefore our Vedic system
is to first of all train a boy as a brahnmacari--no sex life. The Vedic
principle is to reduce attachnment, not to increase it. Therefore the
whol e systemis call ed varnasrama-dharnma. The | ndian systemcalls for
varna and asrama--four social orders and four spiritual orders.
Brahmacarya [celi bate student life], grhastha [married life],
vanaprastha [retired |ife] and sannyasa [renounced life]--these are the
spiritual orders. And the social orders consist of brahmanas
[intellectual s], ksatriyas [adm nistrators], vaisyas [nerchants and
farmers] and sudras [ordinary workers]. So under this system the
regul ative principles are so nice that
even if one has the tendency to enjoy naterial life, he is so nicely
nol ded that at |ast he achieves liberation and goes back hone, back to
Godhead. This is the process. So sex life is not required, but because
we are attached to it, therefore there are sone regul ative principles
under which it is maintained.
[chanting starts sonewhere in the background, with exotic nrdanga
drunbeat s am dst | aughing and the | oud bl owi ng of horns.]
Srila Prabhupada: It is said in Srinmad-Bhagavatamthat--

punsah striya mthuni-bhavam et am
tayor mtho hrdaya- grant hi m ahuh
ato grha-ksetra-sutapta-vittair
j anasya noho 'yam aham nanet i
(SB. 5.5.8)

This sex life is the basic principle of material |ife--attachnent
for man or worman. And when they are united, when a nan and wonan are
united, that attachnent becones increased, and that increased attachnent
wi Il induce one to accunulate grha (a hone), ksetra (land), suta
(children), apta (friendship or society) and vitta. Vita neans noney. In
this way--grha-ksetra-sutapta-vittai h--he becones entangl ed. janasya

noho 'yam this is the illusion. And by this illusion he thinks, aham
maneti: "I amthis body, and anything in relationship with this body is
m ne. "

Bob: What is that again?

Srila Prabhupada: This attachment increases. The material attachnent

i nvol ves thinking, "I amthis body, and because | have this body in a
particular place, that is ny country."” And that is going on: "I am
American, | amlindian, | amGerman, | amthis, | amthat--this body.
This is nmy country. | shall sacrifice everything for ny country and
society." So in this way, the illusion increases. And under this
illusion, when he dies he gets another body. That may be a superior body



or inferior body, according to his karma. So if he gets a superior body,
then that is also an entangl enent, even if he goes to the heavenly

pl anets. But if he becones a cat or dog, then his life is lost. O a
tree--there is every chance of it. So this science is not known in the
wor | d--how the soul is transmigrating fromone body to another, and how
he is being entrapped in different types of bodies. This science is
unknown. Therefore when Arjuna was speaking--"If | kill my brother, if
kill ny grandfather on the other side..."--he was sinply thinking on the
basis of the bodily concept of Iife. But when his problens could not be
sol ved, he surrendered to Krsna and accepted H mas spiritual naster
And when Krsna becane his spiritual master, He chastised Arjuna in the
begi nni ng:

asocyan anvasocas tvam

praj na-vadans ca bhasase
gat asun agat asuns ca
nanusocanti panditah

"You are talking like a |learned man, but you are fool nunber one
because you are tal ki ng about the bodily concept of life." So this sex
life increases the bodily concept of life. Therefore, the whole process
is to reduce it to nil
Bob: To reduce it over the stages of your life?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Reduce it. A boy is trained as a student up to
twenty-five years, restricting sex life. Brahmacari. So, sonme of the
boys remai n nai st hi ka-brahnacari [celibate for Iife]. Because they are
gi ven education and they becone fully conversant with spiritua

know edge, they don't want to marry. That is also restricted--he cannot
have sex life without being married. Therefore in human society there is
marriage, not in aninmal society.

But people are gradually descendi ng from human society to ani mal
society. They are forgetting marriage. That is also predicted in the
sastras. Danpatye 'bhirucir hetuh: in the Kaliyuga [the present age of
quarrel], eventually there will be no narriage performances; the boy and
the girl will sinply agree to live together, and their relationship wll
exi st on sexual power. If the man or the woman is deficient in sex life,
then there is divorce. So, for this philosophy there are many Wstern
phi | osophers |ike Freud and others who have written so nmany books. But
according to Vedic culture, we are interested in sex only for begetting
children, that's all. Not to study the psychology of sex life. There is
al ready natural psychology for that. Even if one does not read any
phi |l osophy, he is sexually inclined. Nobody is taught it in the schools
and col | eges. Everyone already knows how to do it. [He laughs.] That is
t he general tendency. But education should be given to stop it. That is
real education. [There is a long pause, filled with the sound of bicycle
horns, children playing, and throngs of people calling to one another]
Bob: Presently, in Anerica, that's a radical concept.

Srila Prabhupada: Well, in Anerica there are so many things that require
refornmati on, and this Krsna consci ousness novenent will bring that. |
went to your country and saw that the boys and girls were living |ike
friends, so | said to ny students, "You cannot |ive together as friends;
you nust get yourselves narried."”



Bob: Many people see that even narriage is not sacred, so they find no
desire to marry. Because people get nmarried, and if things are not
proper, they get a divorce so very easily--

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that also.

Bob: --that sone people feel that to get married i s not neaningful

Srila Prabhupada: No, their idea is that narriage is for |egalized
prostitution. They think like that, but that is not narriage. Even that
Christian paper--what is that? Watch--?

Syamasundar a: Wat cht ower ?

Srila Prabhupada: Watchtower. It has criticized that one priest has

all owed a marri age between two nen--honosexuality. So these things are
all going on. They take it purely for prostitution, that's all. So
therefore people are thinking, "Wat is the use of keeping a regular
prostitute at such heavy expenditure? Better not to have this."
Syamasundar a: You use that exanple of the cow and the market.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes--when the mlk is available in the nmarketpl ace,
what is the use of keeping a cow? [ Everyone |laughs.] It is a very

abom nabl e condition in the Western countries--1 have seen it. Here also
inlIndia, gradually it is comng. Therefore we have started this Krsna
consci ousness novenent to educate people in the essential principles of
spiritual life. It is not a sectarian religious novenent. It is a

cul tural novenent for everyone's benefit.

Chapter Three

The Real Goal of life

(conti nued)

Srila Prabhupada: This novenent is especially neant to enable a human
being to reach the real goal of life.

Bob: The real goal... ?

Srila Prabhupada: The real goal of life.

Bob: Is the real goal of life to know God?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. To go back home, back to Godhead. That is the
real goal of life. The water that cones fromthe sea forns clouds, the
clouds fall down as rain, and the actual goal is to flow down the river
and again enter the sea. So, we have conme from God, and now we are
enbarrassed by nmaterial life. Therefore, our aimshould be to get out of
this enbarrassing situation and go back hone, back to Godhead. This is
the real goal of life.

mam upet ya punarj annma
dahkhal ayam asasvat am
napnuvanti nahat manah
sansi ddhi m par anmam gat ak

["After attaining Me, the great souls, who are yogis in devotion
never return to this tenporary world, which is full of mseries, because
t hey have attained the highest perfection."] That is the version of
Bhagavad-gita. If anyone cones to Me--mam upetya: he does not cone back
again. Where? To this place--dahkhal ayam asasvatam This place is the
abode of m series. Everyone knows, but they have been befool ed by so-



called | eaders. Material life is niserable life. Krsna says, God says,
that this place is dahkhalayam-it is a place of miseries. And it is

al so asasvatam tenporary. You cannot nake a conprom se: "All right, let
it be miserable. | shall renmain here as an Anerican or Indian." No. That
al so you cannot do. You cannot renain an Anmerican. You may think that,
havi ng been born in America, you are very happy. But you cannot renmin
an Anerican for long. You will have to be kicked out of that place. And
your next life you do not know Therefore, it is dahkhal ayam asasvatam -
m serabl e and tenporary. That is our phil osophy.

Bob: But when you have some know edge of God, then life is not so

m ser abl e?

Srila Prabhupada: No! Some knowl edge will not do. You nust have perfect
know edge.

janma karma ca ne di vyam
evam yo vetti tattvatah
Tattvatah neans "perfectly." Perfect know edge is being taught in
Bhagavad-gita. So, we are giving everyone in human society a chance to
| earn Bhagavad-gita as it is and nake his life perfect. That is the
Krsna consci ousness novenent. \Wiat does your science say about the
transm gration of the soul ?

Bob: | think... that science... cannot deny or affirmit. Science does
not know it.

Srila Prabhupada: Therefore | say that science is inperfect.

Bob: Science may. though, say sonething. It is said in science that
energy is never destroyed; it is changed.

Srila Prabhupada: That's all right. But how the energy is working in the
future--that science does not know. How is the energy diverted? How, by
di fferent mani pul ations, is the energy working differently? For

i nstance, electrical energy. By different handling it is operating the
heats and it is operating the refrigerator. They are just the opposite,
but the electrical energy is the same. Simlarly, this energy--1living
energy--how is it being directed? Wiich way is it going? Howis it
fructifying in the next life? That they do not know. But in Bhagavad-
gitait is very sinply stated

vasansi jirnani yatha vi haya

You are covered by a dress, by a shirt. Wen this shirt is
unusabl e, you change it. Simlarly, this body is just like a shirt and
coat. When it is no longer workable, we have to change it.

Bob: What is the "we" that has to change? Wat is constant?

Srila Prabhupada: That is the soul

Bob: Fromone life to the next?

Srila Prabhupada: That is the soul--1. Wiat "you
"I" is speaking? Identity: atma, or soul

Bob: My soul is different fromyour soul ?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. You are an individual soul, | am an individua
soul

Bob: You have renpved yourself fromkarnic influences. If | was to
renove nyself fromkarmc influences, would our souls be the sane or
different?

i s speaking? You! What



Srila Prabhupada: The soul is of the sane quality in all. You are under
a certain conception of life at the present nonent, and these countrynen
of yours [the Krsna conscious devotees] were under a certain conception
of life, but by training they have taken to another conception of life.
So the ultimate training is how to becone Krsna conscious. That is the
perfection.

Bob: If two people are Krsna conscious, is their soul the sanme?

Srila Prabhupada: The soul is always the sane.

Bob: In each person? In each person is it the sane?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bob: [pointing to two devotees] If these two are Krsna consci ous, are
their souls the sane?

Srila Prabhupada: The soul is the same but always individual, even if
one is not Krsna conscious. For instance, you are a human being, and
am a hunan being. Even if | amnot a Christian, even if you are not a
Hi ndu, still we are human beings. Simlarly, the soul may not be Krsna
consci ous, or he nmay be Krsna conscious--it doesn't matter. But the sou
is the soul

Bob: Can you tell ne nore about this?

Srila Prabhupada: Soul--as pure spirit, all souls are equal. Even in an
animal . Therefore it is said, panditah sanma-darsinah: those who are
actually learned do not see the outward covering, either in a human
being or in an ani nal

Bob: If | nay ask another question on this?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bob: | have considered the soul sonmewhat as part of God. At tines |
think I feel God. I'mhere, and you may say God is here. So if the sou
is inside me, then should | be able to feel God inside ne? Not all of
God, | nean, but a..

Srila Prabhupada: Part of God.

Bob: But | don't feel God in nme, but God may be here, separate--separate
fromme. But should | be able to feel God inside ne, since ny soul is
Part of God?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. God is inside also. God is everywhere. God is

i nside and outside also. This is to be known.

Bob: How do you feel God inside you?

Srila Prabhupada: Not in the beginning, but you have to know fromthe
sastras [scriptures], by the Vedic infornation. For exanple, in the
Bhagavad-gita it is said, isvarah sarva-bhutanam hrd-dese 'rjuna
tisthati: God is there in everyone's heart. Parananu-cayantara-st ham
God is also within every atom So this is the first information. And
then, by the yogic process, you have to realize it.

Bob: Yogi c process?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bob: Is chanting Hare Krsna such a yogic process?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, it is also a yogic process.

Bob: What kind of yogic process nust | do to find out--to feel this
information--to feel the soul inside?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, there are nany different yogic Processes, but for
this age this process is very nice.

Bob: Chanti ng.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bob: Through this | can feel not only God outside but God inside?



Srila Prabhupada: You'll understand everything of God--how God is

i nside, how God is outside, how God is working. Everything will be
revealed. By this attitude of service, God will reveal Hi nself. You
cannot understand God by your endeavor. Only if God reveals Hi nself. For
i nstance, when the sun is out of your sight at night, you cannot see it
by your torchlight, or any light. But in the norning you can see the sun
automatically. without any torchlight. Sinmlarly, you have to create a
situation--you have to put yourself in a situation--in which God will be
revealed. It is not that by sonme nethod you can ask God, "Please cone. |
will see You." No, God is not your order carrier

Bob: You must please God for Hmto reveal Hinself. |Is that correct?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Syamasundar a: How do we know when we are pleasing God?

Srila Prabhupada: Wien we see Hm Then you will understand. Just as,
when you eat, you do not require to ask anyone whet her you are feeling
strength or your hunger is satisfied. If you eat, you understand that
you are feeling energy. You don't need to inquire from anyone.
Simlarly. if you actually serve God, then you will understand, "God is
dictating to ne. God is there. | amseeing God."

A devotee: O God's representative.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Devotee: It conmes easier

Srila Prabhupada: You have to go through God's representative.

yasya prasadad bhagavat - prasadah

"By the nmercy of the spiritual nmaster one is benedicted by the
nercy of Krsna." If you please God's representative, then automatically
God becones pl eased, and thus you can directly see Hm
An I ndian gentlenan: How to please God's representative?

Srila Prabhupada: You have to carry out his orders, that's all. God's
representative is the guru. He asks you to do this, to do that--if you
do that, that is pleasing.

yasyapr asadan na gatih kuto 'p

"Wthout the grace of the spiritual master one cannot nake any
advancenent." |If you displease him then you are nowhere. Therefore we
wor ship the guru.

saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastrair
ukt as tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih

ki ntu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vanda guroh sri-caranaravi ndam

["The spiritual master is to be honored as much as the Suprene Lord
because of his being the nost confidential servitor of the Lord. This is
acknow edged by all revealed scriptures and is followed by al
authorities. Therefore | offer my respectful obeisances unto the |otus
feet of such a spiritual nmaster, who is a bona fide representative of
Lord Krsna."] The guru should be accepted as God. That is the injunction
of all sastra.

Bob: The guru should be accepted as a representative of God?



Srila Prabhupada: Yes, the guru is God's representative. The guru is the
external manifestation of Krsna.

Bob: But different fromthe incarnations of Krsna that cone?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bob: In what way is the external manifestation of the guru different
fromthe external manifestation of, let us say, Krsna or Caitanya when
They cone to earth?

Srila Prabhupada: The guru is the representative of Krsna. So there are
synptons of who is a guru. The general synptons are described in the
Vedas.

tad- vi j - nanart ham sa gurum evabhi gacchet
sam t - pani h srotriyam brahma- ni st ham

A guru must conme in a disciplic succession, and he nust have heard
t horoughly about the Vedas fromhis spiritual master. Generally a guru's
synptomis that he is a perfect devotee, that's all. And he serves Krsna
by preaching H s nessage.
Bob: Lord Caitanya--He was a different type of guru than you are?
Srila Prabhupada: No, no. @urus cannot be of different types. Al gurus
are of one type.
Bob: But He was--was He also an incarnation at the same tine?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, He is Krsna H nself, but He is representing the
gur u.
Bob: I... | see.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
Bob: And then...
Srila Prabhupada: Because Krsna was God, He denanded:

sarva-dharman parityaj-ya
mam ekam saranam vr aj a

"Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me." But
peopl e m sunderstood H m Therefore Krsna again cane as a guru and
taught people how to surrender to Krsna.

Syamasundar a: Doesn't He say in Bhagavad-gita, "I amthe spiritua
master"?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, He is the original spiritual naster because He
was accepted as spiritual master by Arjuna. So what is the difficulty?
Si syas te 'ham sadhi nmam tvam prapannam Arjuna told the Lord, "I am
Your disciple, and a soul surrendered unto You. Please instruct ne." So
unless He is a spiritual master how does Arjuna becone H s disciple? He
is the original guru. Tene brahna hrda ya adi-kavaye: "It is He only who
first inparted Vedic knowl edge unto the heart of Brahna, the first
created being." Therefore He is the original guru.

Bob: Krsna

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. He is the original guru. Then H s disciple Brahnma
is aguru, then his disciple Narada is a guru, then his disciple VWasa
is aguru--in this way there is a guru-paranpara [disciplic succession
of gurus]. Evam paranpara--praptam the transcendental know edge is
recei ved through the disciplic succession

Bob: So a guru receives his knowl edge through the disciplic succession
not directly fromKrsna? Do you receive sonme know edge directly from
Krsna?



Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Krsna's direct instruction is there: Bhagavad-
gita.

Bob: | see, but..

Srila Prabhupada: But you have to learn it through the disciplic
successi on, otherwi se you will misunderstand it.

Bob: But presently you do not receive information directly from Krsna?
It cones through the disciplic succession fromthe books?

Srila Prabhupada: There is no difference. Suppose | say that this is a
pencil. If you say to him "There is a pencil," and if he says to
another man, "This is a pencil,"” then what is the difference between his
instruction and ny instructions?

Bob: Krsna's nercy allows you to know this now?

Srila Prabhupada: You can take Krsna's nercy also, provided it is
delivered as it is. Just as we are teaching Bhagavad-gita | n Bhagavad-
gita Krsna says:

sarva-dharman parityajya
nam ekam saranam vr aj a

"Just give up all other forns of religion and sinply surrender unto
Me." Now we are saying that you should give up everything and surrender
to Krsna. Therefore, there is no difference between Krsna's instruction
and our instruction. There is no deviation. So if you receive know edge
in that perfect way, that is as good as receiving instruction directly
fromKrsna. But we don't change anyt hi ng.
Bob: When | pray reverently, faithfully, does Krsna hear ne?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
Bob: Fromme to Hin?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, because He is within your heat He is al ways
heari ng you--whether you are praying or not praying. Wen you are doing
sone nonsense, He is also hearing you. And when you pray, that is very
good- - wel cone.
Bob: To Krsna's ear, is praying |ouder than nonsense?
Srila Prabhupada: No. He is all-perfect. He can hear everything. Even if
you don't speak, even if you sinply think, "I shall do it," then He
hears you. Sarvasya caham hrdi sannivistah: Krsna is seated in
everyone's heart.
Bob: But one should pray--is that so?
Srila Prabhupada: That is his business--praying.
Bob: Whose busi ness?
Srila Prabhupada: Every living entity's. That is the only business. Eko
bahunam yo vi dadhati kanman. That is the statenent of the Vedas.
Bob: What does that nean?
Srila Prabhupada: He supplies everything to everyone. He is supplying
food to everyone. So He is the Father. So why should you not pray,
"Father, give ne this"? Just as in the Christian Bible there is,
"Father, give us our daily bread." That is good--they are accepting the
Suprene Father. But grown-up children should not ask fromthe father
rather, they should be prepared to serve the father. That is bhakti
[devotion].
Bob: My questions you solve so nicely. [Everyone |aughs with affection.]
Srila Prabhupada: Thank you very nuch.
Bob: So, should | ask you another question now?
Srila Prabhupada: Onh, yes. Yes!



Chapt er Four

The Three Mbdes OF Nature

Bob: | have read that there are three gunas--passion, ignorance and
goodness--in life. | was wi shing that you would explain this somewhat,
especially what is nmeant by the node of ignorance and t he node of
goodness.

Srila Prabhupada: |In goodness you can understand things--know edge. You
can know that there is God, that this world was created by Hm and so
many things, actual things--the sun is this, the noon is this--perfect
know edge. |If one has sone know edge, even though it may not be perfect,
that is goodness. And in passion one identifies with his material body
and tries to gratify his senses. That is passion. And ignorance is
animal life--in ignorance, one does not know what is God, how to becone
happy, why we are in this world. For exanple, if you take an animal to

t he sl aughterhouse, it will go. This is ignorance. But a man will
protest. If a goat is to be killed after five mnutes but you give it a
norsel of grass, it is happy because it is eating. Just like a child--
even if you are planning to kill her or kill him he is happy and | aughs
because he is innocent. That is ignorance.

Bob: Being in these nodes deternines your karnma. |Is that correct?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. According to the association of the nodes of
nature, your activities are being contani nated.

karanam guna- sango ' sya
sad- asad- yoni - j anmasu

A man gets a higher birth or lower birth according to the
associ ati on of the gunas, or the nodes of nature.
Bob: So cheating and |like that--what node is that?
Srila Prabhupada: Cheating is m xed passion and ignorance. Suppose one
man cheats another. That neans he wants to obtain sonmething; he is
passionate. But if he commits nurder, he does not know that he will have
to suffer for it, so it is a mxture of passion and ignorance.
Bob: And what about when sonebody hel ps anot her person?
Srila Prabhupada: That is goodness.
Bob: Why is that goodness? What intelligence is that? | nean--this
represents know edge of what? You said that goodness is when you have
know edge.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
Bob: Intelligence.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
Bob: So hel pi ng anot her person?
Srila Prabhupada: That neans that he is ignorant and you are trying to
enlighten him
Bob: So giving intelligence..
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is goodness.
Bob: And what about just giving assistance?
Srila Prabhupada: That is al so goodness.
Bob: If a beggar has nothing and you give himalns...



Srila Prabhupada: So that nmay still be goodness. But in your Bowery
Street, they give sone charity, and i medi ately he purchases one bhottle
of wine and drinks and lies down flat. [AIl laugh.] So that is charity.
But that is not goodness; that is ignorance.

Bob: Charity is ignorance?

Srila Prabhupada: There are three kinds of charities--good, passionate
and ignorant. Goodness is giving charity where charity nmust be given
Just like this Krsna consci ousness novenent--if anyone gives charity to
this movenent, that is goodness because it is spreadi ng God

consci ousness, Krsna consci ousness. That is goodness. And if one gives
charity for sone return, that is passion. And if sonebody gives in
charity in an inproper place and tine, wthout respect and to an
unwort hy person, just like the Bowery man, that is ignorance. But Krsna
says:

yat karosi yad asnas
yaj juhosi dadasi yat

"Al'l that you do, all that you eat, all that you offer and give
away, as well as all austerities that you nmay perform should be done as
an offering unto Me." If Krsna takes, that is the perfection of charity.
O anyone who is a representative of Krsna--if he takes, that is
perfection.

Bob: And what kind of charity is it when you give food to sonebody who
is hungry?

Srila Prabhupada: Well, that depends on the circunstances. For exanple,
a doctor has forbidden his patient to take any solid food, and if the
patient is asking, "Gve nme sone solids,"” and if you give himsolid food
in charity, then you are not doing good to him That is ignorance.

Bob: Are the devotees beyond accunul ati ng karnma? These devot ees--do they
feel karma? Do they work in these nodes? Are they in the node of
goodness?

Srila Prabhupada: They are above goodness! Suddha-sattva. The devot ees
are not inthis material world. They are in the spiritual world. That is
stated in the Bhagavad-gita:

mam ca yo 'vyabhi carena
bhakti - yogena sevate

sa gunan sanatityaitan
br ahma- bhuyaya kal pat e

["One who engages in full devotional service, who does not fal
down in any circunstances, at once transcends the nodes of nmaterial
nature and thus cones to the | evel of Brahman."] Devotees are neither in
goodness, passion nor ignorance. They are transcendental to all these
qualities.

Bob: A devotee who is very faithful reaches this stage?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Devotee... You can becone a devotee as they have
beconme. It is not difficult. Sinply you have to engage yourself in the
transcendental |oving service of the Lord, that's all

Bob: | wish to gain nore knowl edge of God and be able to feel God's
presence nore. The reason for this is because | feel life has little
nmeani ng wit hout this.



Srila Prabhupada: Yes! If you miss this human formof life, then it is a
great loss. That is a great chance given to the living entity to get out
of the entangl enent of material existence.

Bob: | feel thankful that |'ve been able to ask these questions..

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, you can |l earn nore and nore.

Bob: But | still have... ny connections at hone. Marriage is... | am
engaged. . ..

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. There are so nany narriages. [He indicates
Syamasundara.] He is nmarried. Marriage is no barrier. | told you that
there are four different orders of spiritual |ife--brahmacari, grhastha
vanapr ast ha and sannyasa. So after brahnacari life, one can narry. That

is not obligatory. One nay renmin naistika-brahnmacari for his whole
life. But a brahmacari can nmarry. And after narriage, there is
vanaprastha life. This neans that one is a little aloof fromfamly--the
husband and wife live separately. At that tine there is no sex life.
Then when he is fully renounced, detached fromfanmly life, he takes
sannyasa,

Bob: Does sonebody forget his wife conpletely then?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Forgetting is not very difficult, if you try to
forget. Qut of sight, out of mind. [AIl laugh.] Just as | have ny wife,
children, grandchil dren--everything. But, out of sight, out of mnd
that's all. Therefore, vanaprastha, sannyasa--everything is nicely
arranged by the Vedic system

Chapter Five

Becom ng Pure

Bob: Thank you so nuch for allowing ne to ask ny questions.

Srila Prabhupada: That is nmy mssion. People should understand the

sci ence of God. Unless we cooperate with the Suprene Lord, our life is
baffled. | have given the exanple many tines that a screw which has
fallen froma nachine has no value. But when the same screw is again
attached to the machine, it has value. Simlarly, we are part and parce
of God. So without God, what is our value? No value! W should again
cone back to our position of attachnent to God. Then we have val ue.

Bob: | net a fell ow today who cane in the afternoon. His reason for
conmng--you nay find it hunorous--was that he heard the hippies were in
Mayapur .

Srila Prabhupada: Wat?

Bob: He heard that hippies were in Mayapur. | was talking to him and
then sone devotees were talking to him He had said sone things to ne
which | could find no answer for. And he said he would cone back
tonorrow and neet sone devotees. But let ne tell you what he said. This
is confusing. Wien he was young- -

Srila Prabhupada: He's Indian?

Bob: Yes, Indian. He lives nearby and speaks English fairly well. Wen
he was young he worshi ped Kali [a popul ar deni goddess] every day very
rigorously, and then the floods cane. When the floods cane, the people
saw hardshi p, and now he has no religion, and he says he finds his
happi ness in trying to devel op | ove anong people. And | couldn't think
of what to say to himto add God and religion to his life. He says that



after he dies, "maybe I'l|l beconme part of God, nmaybe not," but he can't
worry about it now. He says he's tried these religious experiences, but
they didn't work. One reason | ask this is because when | go back to
Anerica, a lot of people | cone across are like this. They see that
religion, like his worship of Kali or other kinds of religion they've
experi enced, doesn't work. And | don't know what to say to themto
convince themit's worth trying.

Srila Prabhupada: Do not try at the present nonent. You try to be

convi nced yoursel f.

Bob: Yes. | asked himto see devotees, but then on the way out, as he
was | eaving down the road, | net himagain and told him "Cone back,"
but... Ch, | see.

Srila Prabhupada: You first of all be convinced. And then try to
convince others. Caitanya Mahaprabhu's instruction is that you can
i nprove the welfare of others when your own life is a success:

bhar at a- bhum t e hail a manusya -j anna yara
janma sarthaka kari 'kara para-upakara

First nmake your life perfect. Then try to teach others.
Bob: The devotees have told ne that w thout consciousness of Krsna al
the tine, you cannot be happy. But at tines | feel happy.
Srila Prabhupada: At tines. Not al ways.
Bob: Yes.
Srila Prabhupada: But if you becone Krsna conscious, you will feel happy
al ways.
Bob: They had inplied that you cannot feel happy w thout Krsna
consci ousness.
Srila Prabhupada: That is a fact. For exanple, if you are an ani nal of
the Iand and you are thrown into the water, you cannot be happy in water
in any condition. Wen you are again taken up a the land, then you'll be
happy. Simlarly, we are part and parcel of Krsna. W cannot be happy
wi t hout being part and parcel of Krsna. The sane exanple: the machine
part, w thout the nachine, has no value, but when it is again put into
the machine it has value. W are part of Krsna; we nust join Krsna. And
you can join Krsna i mediately by your consciousness, sinply by
thinking, "I amKrsna's, Krsna is mne:' That's all.
Bob: What is that? Krsna is..
Srila Prabhupada: Krsna is mne

Bob: M ne?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Mne. My Krsna.

Bob: Ah.

Srila Prabhupada: Krsna is mne. Krsna is nine
Bob: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: And | am Krsna's. That is our actual position

Bob: W are part of Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Everything is part and parcel of Krsna. Because
everything is generated by the energy of Krsna and everything is the
energy of Krsna

An I ndian gentlenan: Srila Prabhupada, | have one question. Wat is the
status of service mnus devotion?

Srila Prabhupada: Hmn? That is not service, that is business. [Everyone
| aughs.] For exanple, here in Mayapur we have enpl oyed a contractor

That is not service--that is business. Is it not? Sonetinmes they will



advertise, "Qur custoners are our nasters." Is it not? But in spite of
the flowery | anguage--"Qur custoners are our nasters"--this is business,
because nobody is a qualified custonmer unless he pays. But service is
not |ike that. Service--Caitanya Mahaprabhu prays to Krsna:

yatha tat ha va vidadhatu | anpato
mat - prana- nat has tu sa eva naparah

"You do whatever You like, but still You are my worshipable Lord."
That is service. "I don't ask any return from You." That is service.
When you expect sone return, that is business.
Bob: | wish to ask you to advise me on how | can conme to feel closer to
God. 1'Il be leaving you soon. And |I'm -
Srila Prabhupada: You have to be purified.
Bob: | come to the tenple at tines, and then | leave, and |I'm not sure

how much | take with ne.

Srila Prabhupada: It does not take nuch tinme. Wthin six nonths you will
realize your progress. But you have to follow the regul ative principles.
Then it will be all right. Just like these boys and girls are doing.
Bob: Yes, | see.

Srila Prabhupada: They have no tendency for going to the cinema or going
to a hotel. No. They have stopped all anarthas, all unnecessary things.
Bob: 1--1 feel that when | go back, they'll--

Srila Prabhupada: The whole human life is neant for purification

Bob: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada:

tapo di vyam putraka yena sattvam
suddhyed yasmad br ahma- saukhyam tv anant am

Sattva neans existence. So if you don't purify your existence, then
you wi Il have to change your body. Fromthis body to that. Sonetines it
may be hi gher, sonetinmes |lower. For exanple, if you don't cure a
di sease, it can put you into trouble in so many ways. Simlarly. if you
don't purify your existence, then you will have to transm grate from one
body to another. There are very subtle laws of nature. Now there is no
guarantee that you will get a very confortable body or an Anerican body.
Therefore, it is essential for the human being to purify his existence.
Unl ess you purify your existence, you will hanker after happi ness but
wi Il not always be happy.

Bob: When | go to ny job in New York, | hope I'Il becone pure, but I'm
sure that | won't becone as pure as your devotees here. 1--1 don't see
nysel f doing that.

Srila Prabhupada: You can do as they are doing. They were not pure in
t he begi nning; now they are pure. Sinmlarly. you can becone pure. For
exanpl e, in your childhood you were not educated--but now you are
educat ed.

Bob: So, what are the things that | nmay do? Wien | go back, | nust--
Srila Prabhupada: Wen do you go back?

Bob: 1'll be going back to Chai basa to do nmy work there, and..
Srila Prabhupada: What is there in Chai basa?
Bob: That is where | do ny teaching. | live there.

want to see everyone happy. Sarve sukhi no bhavantu. People do not know
how to becone happy. They do not take the standard path to becone happy.



They manufacture their own way. That is the difficulty. Therefore,
Rsabhadeva gave this advice to his sons: "My dear boys, just undergo
austerity for transcendental realization." Everyone is performng
austerity. This boy |I know-he had to go to a foreign country to learn
conmer ci al managenent. Now he is well situated. In this way. everyone
nust undergo sone austerity for future life. So why not take that
austerity for pernmanent happi ness? You have to purify your existence and
your body. As many tines as you accept a material body, you will have to
change it. But as soon as you get a spiritual body, there is no question
of change. You already have a spiritual body. Now, due to our material
contam nation, we are developing the material body. But if we associate
with spiritual life, then we shall develop a spiritual body. The sane
exanpl e | have several tines givenis that if you put an iron rod within
fire, it will beconme like fire. Is it not?

Bob: Put the iron rod into fire?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, and it will becone like fire.

Bob: Yes.
Srila Prabhupada: Although iron
Bob: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Sinmlarly, if you always keep yourself spiritually
engaged, your body will act spiritually, although it is naterial. The
sane exanple: when an iron rod is red-hot, touch it anywhere, and it

will burn. It takes on the quality of fire. Simlarly, if you always
keep yourself in Krsna consciousness, then you will becone
spiritualized. You will act spiritually. No nore naterial demands.

Bob: How do | do this?

Srila Prabhupada: This process. They are doing it. You have seen these
boys, our six boys who have been initiated today. It is very sinple. You
have to follow the four restrictive regulations and chant these beads.

Very easy.

Bob: Well, but, see--when | am back in Bihar and following ny lifestyle
there, I--if | follow all these regulative principles--sone | follow
now, but not all--

Srila Prabhupada: "Sonme" neans... ?

Bob: " Sonme"?

Srila Prabhupada: There are only four regulative principles. "Sone"
neans three, or two?

Bob: Two or three.

Srila Prabhupada: So why not the other one?

Bob: No, no. | nean | follow one or two. One or two | follow now
Srila Prabhupada: [Laughs.] Wiy not the other three? Wiat is the
difficulty? Which one do you foll ow?

Bob: Which one do | follow? Well, |I'm al nost vegetarian, but | eat eggs.
Srila Prabhupada: Then that is al so not conplete.
Bob: No, not even conplete. Since last tine [Novenber], |'ve becone

vegetarian, but..

Srila Prabhupada: Vegetarian is no qualification

Bob: Not rmuch.

Srila Prabhupada: The pigeon is vegetarian. The nonkey is vegetarian--

t he nost rubbish creature..

Bob: Well...

Srila Prabhupada: The nobnkey is vegetarian. This naked sannyasi lives in
the forest... the nbst mischievous..



Bob: 1--1 felt that it was a little bit of progress because it was
sonmewhat difficult at first, then easy, and | had returned to--

Srila Prabhupada: No, you can stick to all the regulative principles,
provi ded you take to the Krsna consci ousness process--otherwise it is
not possi bl e.

Bob: Yes, this is it. | have--when |I'm back in Bihar, and--um-ny
friends may say... We're sitting in the evening, and there's nothing to
do but fight nosquitoes, and they say, "How about snoking sone
marijuana?" And | say, "Sure, there's nothing else to do;" and then |
sit down, and | enjoy nyself for the evening. Now we did this, we got
carried away. we were doing it every day and realizing we were hurting
oursel ves and stopped, but still on occasion we...

Srila Prabhupada: You have to live with us. Then your friends will not
ask you, "What about narijuana?" [Bob | aughs.] Keep the association of
devotees. W are opening centers to give people a chance to associate
with us. Wiy have we taken so nuch land [in Mayapur]? Those who are
seriously desirous--they will cone and live with us. Association is very
influential. If you associate with drunkards, you becone drunk; if you
associ ate with sadhus, then you becone a sadhu. Syanasundara: He can
cone and stay with you in Bonbay.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, you can stay with us in Bonbay. But he wants
friends with marijuana. That is the difficulty.

Bob: Let me ask you about sonething else; then maybe |'Il come back to
this. I find that | think of nyself too nuch, and this way | can't think
of God so much. | think of nyself in too nany places. How can | forget

about nyself so | can concentrate on other, nore inportant things?
Srila Prabhupada: As they [the devotees] have done.

Bob: [Laughs.] You are saying to ne that ny path--1 think what you're
saying is that nmy path to purity is to becone a devotee.

Srila Prabhupada: Do you hesitate?

Bob: well, 1I...

Srila Prabhupada: Is it very difficult to becone a devotee?

Bob: For nyself--it is. I--1 don't feel so nuch the desire. First the
devotees tell ne that they have given up material life. These four
regul ative principles, they have explained to ne, nean giving up
material life, and that | see. And in place of this they have..

Srila Prabhupada: What do you nean by naterial life? [Bob is silent] |

amsitting on this bed. Is it material or spiritual?
Bob: Material.

Srila Prabhupada: Then how have we given up nmaterial |ife?
Bob: | think how | interpreted it was "a desire for our material
gains..."

Srila Prabhupada: What is material ?

Bob: Working towards material gains and not giving up all naterials.
Srila Prabhupada: Material |ife neans--when you desire to gratify your
senses, that is material life. And when you desire to serve God, that is
spiritual life. That is the difference between material life and
spiritual life. Now we are trying to serve our senses. But instead of
serving the senses, when we serve God, that is spiritual life. Wat is
the difference between our activities and others, activities? W are
using everything--table, chair, bed, tape recorder, typewiter--so what
is the difference? The difference is that we are using everything for
Krsna.



Bob: The devotees have said that the sensual pleasures they have given
up are replaced with spiritual kinds of pleasures, but--see--1 haven't
felt this.

Srila Prabhupada: Spiritual pleasures come when you desire to please
Krsna. That is spiritual pleasure. For exanple, a nother is nore pleased
by feeding her son. She's not eating, but when she sees that her son is
eating very nicely, then she becones pl eased.

Bob: HmM m Spiritual pleasure, then, is pleasing God.

Srila Prabhupada: Spiritual pleasure neans the pleasure of Krsna.

Bob: Pl easi ng Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Material pleasure neans the Pl easure of the
senses. That's all. This is the difference. Wien you sinply try to

pl ease Krsna, that is spiritual pleasure.

Bob: | had viewed this as--nmy thought of pleasing God was to--

Srila Prabhupada: Don't manufacture your ways of Pleasing God. Don't
manuf acture. Suppose | want to please you. Then | shall ask you, "How
can | serve you?" Not that | manufacture sone service. That is not

pl easi ng. Suppose | want a glass of water. If you concoct the idea,

"Svamji will be nore pleased if | give hima glass of mlk, hot mlk,"
that will not please nme. If you want to please nme, then you shoul d ask
nme, "How can | Please you?" And if you do what | order, that will please
me

Bob: And pleasing Krsna, then, is being a devotee of Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada: A devotee is one who is always pleasing Krsna. He has
no ot her business. That is a devotee.

Bob: Can you tell ne sone nore about chanting Hare Krsna? | have for
quite sone tinme chanted, but never regularly--just a little bit here and

there. | just got beads very recently, and once in a while | fee
confortabl e chanting, and once in a while not confortable at all. Maybe
| don't chant Properly. | don't know.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, everything has a process. You have to adopt the
process.

Bob: The devotees tell ne of the ecstasy they feel when chanting.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, the nore you becone purified, the nore you will
feel ecstasy. This chanting process is the purifying process.
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Chapter Six

The Perfect Devotee

Syamasundara: Srila Prabhupada, this afternoon we were di scussing
austerities.

Srila Prabhupada: WM

Syamasundara: |If we don't practice austerities voluntarily, then we nust
involuntarily practice sone austerities.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, under the direction of the spiritual naster one
shoul d... You have no nmind to foll ow austerities, but when you accept a
spiritual master, you have to carry out his order. That is austerity.
Syamasundara: Even if you don't want to practice austerity, you nust.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, you nust. Because you have surrendered to your
spiritual master, his order is final. So even if you don't like it, you
have to do it. To pl ease ne.

Syamasundar a: Ah.

Srila Prabhupada: But you don't like... [He laughs.] Nobody likes to
fast, but the spiritual nmaster says, "Today, fasting," so what can be
done? [ Syamasundara | aughs.] A disciple is one who has voluntarily
agreed to be disciplined by the spiritual master. That is austerity.

Syamasundar a: Say, |ike our parents or many people in the materi al
worl d, completely enanored by the material life--they don't want to
undergo austerity or bodily pain, but still they nust. They are being

forced by nature to suffer austerities.

Srila Prabhupada: That is forced austerity. That is not good. Voluntary
austerity will help.

Syamasundara: |f you don't undergo voluntary austerity, then you nust be
forced to undergo austerity.

Srila Prabhupada: That is the difference between man and animal. An

ani mal cannot accept austerity. But a man can accept it. There is a nice
foodstuff in the confectioner's shop, so a man wants to eat it, but he
sees that he has no nmoney, so he can restrain hinself. But when a cow
cones, imediately she pushes her nmouth in. You can beat her with a
stick, but she will tolerate it. She will do that. Therefore an ani nal
cannot undergo austerity. Qur austerity is very nice. W chant Hare
Krsna, dance, and Krsna sends very nice foodstuffs, and we eat. That's
all. Wiy are your people not agreeable to such austerity? Chanting,
danci ng and eating nicely?

Bob: What is that?

Srila Prabhupada: Because we are followi ng austerities, Krsna sends us
nice things. So we are not |osers. Wien you becone Krsna-ized, then you



get nore conforts than at the present nonent. That's a fact. | have been
living alone for the last twenty years, but | have no difficulties.

Bef ore taking sannyasa | was living in Delhi. So | had no difficulties,
al t hough I was living al one.

Syamasundara: |f you don't accept spiritual discipline, then nature wll
force so nany cal amties.

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. That is stated in the Bhagavad-gita:

dai vi hy esa gunanayi
manma naya dar at yaya
mam eva ye prapadyante
mayam etamtaranti te

["This divine energy of Mne, consisting of the three nodes of
material nature, is difficult to overcone. But those who have
surrendered unto Me can easily cross beyond it."] Maya i s inposing so
many difficulties, but as soon as you surrender to Krsna, no nore

i mposition.

Syamasundara: W were so foolish that we were always thinking, "In the
future 1'll be happy."

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is maya, illusion. That is like the ass. You

sit down on the back of the ass and just take a norsel of grass. The ass
is thinking, "Let ne go forward a little, and | shall get the grass."
[Bob laughs.] But it is always one foot distant. That is ass-ism [They

all laugh.] Everyone is thinking, "Let ne go a little forward, and 1"
get it. I'll be very happy."

Bob: 1... | thank you so much for..

Srila Prabhupada: Hm®

Bob: Tonorrow |'Il have to | eave you and--

Srila Prabhupada: Don't talk |I-e-a-v-e, but talk I-i-v-e.

Bob: | cannot yet, but | was thinking now of returning tonorrow to ny
town. But..

Srila Prabhupada: Don't return

Bob: | shoul d stay here tonorrow -here?

Srila Prabhupada: Stay here.

Bob: You tell nme to, I'll stay.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, you are a very good boy. [There is a |ong pause.
It is now, nuch quieter.] It is very sinple. Wien the living entities
forget Krsna, they are in this material world. Krsna neans H's nane, His
form H s abode, H's pastines--everything.

Bob: What was that |ast?

Srila Prabhupada: Ah? Pastines.

Bob: Pasti nmes.

Srila Prabhupada: When we speak of a king, it neans the king's
government, king's palace, king' s queen, king's sons, secretaries,
mlitary strength--everything. Is it not?

Bob: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Sinmilarly, Krsna being the Suprene Personality of
Godhead, as soon as we think of Krsna, this neans all the energies of
Krsna. That is conplete by saying, "Radha-Krsna." Radha represents al
the energy of Krsna. And Krsna is the Suprene Lord. So when we speak of
Krsna, the living entities are also included because the living entities
are energies, different energi es of Krsna--superior energy. So when this
energy is not serving the energetic, that is material existence. The



whole world is not serving Krsna. They are serving Krsna in a different
way. They are serving indirectly, just as disobedient citizens serve the
government indirectly. Prisoners cone to the prison house on account of
t heir di sobedi ence of the laws of the state. So, in the prison house,
they are forced to obey the laws of the state. Simlarly. all the living
entities here are godless, either by ignorance or by choice. They do not
like to accept the suprenmacy of God. Denpbniac. So we are trying to bring
themto their original condition. That is the Krsna consci ousness
nmovenent .

Bob: 1'd like to ask you just sonething | tal ked with devotees about--
nmedicine. | walked to the river with sonme devotees today. | have a cold,
so | said | shouldn't go in the water. Some felt | should because it is
t he Ganges, and sone said | shouldn't because | have a cold, and we were
talking, and | don't understand. Do we get sick because of our bad
actions in the past?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that's a fact.

Bob: But when one...

Srila Prabhupada: Any kind of distress we suffer is due to our inpious
activities in the past.

Bob: But when soneone is renoved fromkarm c influence..

Srila Prabhupada: Yes?

Bob: ... does he still get sick?

Srila Prabhupada: No. Even if he gets sick, that is very tenporary. For
instance, this fan is noving. |If you disconnect the electric power, then
the fan will nove for a nmonent. That novenent is not due to the electric
current. That is force--what is it called, physically, this force?
Syamasundar a: Morent um

Srila Prabhupada: Monentum But as soon as it stops, no nore novenent.
Simlarly, even if a devotee who has surrendered to Krsna is suffering
frommaterial consequences, that is tenporary. Therefore, a devotee does
not take any material miseries as mseries. He takes themas Krsna's,
CGod's, nercy.

Bob: A perfected soul, a devotee, a pure devotee..

Srila Prabhupada: A perfected soul is one who engages twenty-four hours
a day in Krsna consciousness. That is perfection. That is a
transcendental position. Perfection neans to engage in one's origina
consci ousness. That is perfection. That is stated in Bhagavad-gita:

sve sve karmany abhiratah
sansi ddhi m | abhat e nar ah

"By following his qualities of work, every man can becone perfect."
Conpl ete perfection. Sansiddhi. Siddhi is perfection. That is Brahman
realization, spiritual realization. And sansiddhi nmeans devotion, which
cones after Brahman realization.

Bob: Could you just say that |ast thing again please?
Srila Prabhupada: Sansi ddhi

Bob: Yes.
Srila Prabhupada: Sam neans conpl ete.
Bob: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: And siddhi neans perfection. In the Bhagavad-gita it
is stated that one who goes back hone, back to Godhead, has attained the
conpl ete perfection. So perfection comes when one realizes that he is
not this body; he is spirit soul. Brahma-bhuta--that is called Brahman



realization. That is perfection. And sansiddhi cones after Brahnan
realization, when one engages in devotional service. Therefore if one is
al ready engaged in devotional service, it is to be understood that
Brahnman realization is there. Therefore it is called sansi ddhi

Bob: | ask you this very hunbly, but do you feel diseases and sickness?
Srila Prabhupada: Hm n?

Bob: Do you personally feel disease and sickness?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bob: Is this a result of your past karma?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bob: So one in this material world never escapes his karma conpletely?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, he escapes. No nore karna for a devotee. No nore
karm c reaction.

Bob: But you nust be the best devotee.

Srila Prabhupada: Hmm .. No, | don't consider nyself the best devotee.
| amthe | owest.

Bob: No!

Srila Prabhupada: You are the best devot ee.

Bob: [Laughs.] Ch, no, no! But, see, you say--what you say... always

seens right.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bob: Then you nmust be the best devotee.

Srila Prabhupada: The thing is that even the best devotee, when he
preaches, conmes to the second-class platformof a devotee.

Bob: What woul d the best devotee be doi ng?

Srila Prabhupada: The best devotee does not preach

Bob: What does he do?

Srila Prabhupada: He sees that there is no need of preaching. For him
everyone is a devotee. [Bob | aughs heartily] Yes, he sees no nore
nondevot ees--all devotees. He is called an utama-adhikari. But while
am preaching, how can | say | amthe best devotee? Just |ike Radharani--
She does not see anyone as a nondevotee. Therefore we try to approach
Radhar ani

Bob: Who is this?

Srila Prabhupada: Radharani, Krsna's consort.

Bob: Ah.

Srila Prabhupada: |If anyone approaches Radharani, She recomends to
Krsna, "Here is the best devotee. He is better than Me," and Krsna
cannot refuse him That is the best devotee. But it is not to be
imtated: "I have becone the best devotee."

i svare tad-adhi nesu
bal i sesu dvi satsu ca
prema-nai tri-krpepeksa
yah karoti sa madhyanah
(SB. 11.2.46)

A second-cl ass devotee has the vision that sone are envious of God,
but this is not the vision of the best devotee. The best devotee sees,
"Nobody is envious of God. Everyone is better than ne." Just like
Caitanya-caritanrta's author, Krsnadasa Kaviraja. He says, "I am/ ower
than the wormin the stool."

Bob: Who is saying this?



Srila Prabhupada: Krsnadasa Kaviraja, the author of Caitanya-caritanrta:
purisera kita haite nuni se laghistha. He is not naking a show. He is
feeling like that. "I amthe |owest. Everyone is best, but | amthe

| owest. Everyone is engaged in Krsna's service. | amnot engaged."
Cai t anya Mahaprabhu said "Oh, | have not a pinch of devotion to Krsna.
cry to nake a show. If | had been a devotee of Krsna, | would have died
long ago. But | amliving. That is the proof that | do not |ove Krsna."
That is the vision of the best devotee. He is so nuch absorbed in
Krsna's | ove that he says, "Everything is going on, but I amthe | owest.
Therefore | cannot see God." That is the best devotee.

Bob: So a devotee nust work for everybody's |iberation?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. A devotee nust work under the direction of a bona
fide spiritual nmaster, not inmtate the best devotee.

Bob: Excuse ne?

Srila Prabhupada: One should not initate the best devotee.

Bob: Imtate. Oh. | see.

Syamasundara: One tine you said that sonetines you feel sickness or pain
due to the sinful activities of your devotees. Can sonetines di sease be
due to that? Caused by that?

Srila Prabhupada: You see, Krsna says:

aham t vam sar va- papebhyo
noksayi syami na sucah

"I will deliver you fromall sinful reaction. Do not fear." So
Krsna is so powerful that He can imediately take up all the sins of
others and inmedi ately make themright. But when a living entity plays
the part on behal f of Krsna, he also takes the responsibility for the
sinful activities of his devotees. Therefore to becone a guru is not an
easy task. You see? He has to take all the poisons and absorb them So
soneti nes- - because he is not Krsna--sonetinmes there is sone trouble.
Ther ef ore Cai tanya Mahaprabhu has forbi dden, "Don't make many sisyas,
many di sciples." But for preaching work we have to accept nany
di sci pl es--for expandi ng preaching--even if we suffer. That's a fact.
The spiritual naster has to take the responsibility for all the sinfu
activities of his disciples. Therefore to nmake nmany disciples is a risky
job unless one is able to assimlate all the sins.

vancha- kal pa-tarubhyas ca
ki pa- si ndhubhya eva ca
pat it anam pavanebhyo

vai snavebhyo nano nanmh

["I offer ny respectful obeisances unto all the Vai snava devotees
of the Lord. They are just like desire trees who can fulfill the desires
of everyone, and they are full of conpassion for the fallen conditioned
souls."] He takes responsibility for all the fallen souls. That idea is
also in the Bible. Jesus Christ took all the sinful reactions of the
peopl e and sacrificed his life. That is the responsibility of a
spiritual master. Because Krsna is Krsna, He is apapa-vi ddha--He cannot
be attacked by sinful reactions. But a living entity is sonetines
subjected to their influence because he is so small. Big fire, snal
fire. If you put sone big thing in a small fire, the fire itself may be



extinguished. But in a big fire, whatever you put inis all right. The
big fire can consune anyt hing.

Bob: Christ's suffering was of that nature?

Srila Prabhupada: Mm n?

Bob: Was Christ's suffering--

Srila Prabhupada: That | have already explained. He took the sinfu
reactions of all the people. Therefore he suffered.

Bob: | see.

Srila Prabhupada: He said--that is in the Bible--that he took all the
sinful reactions of the people and sacrificed his life. But these
Christian people have nade it a law for Christ to suffer while they do
all nonsense. [Bob gives a short laugh.] Such great fools they are! They
have | et Jesus Christ make a contract for taking all their sinfu
reactions so they can go on with all nonsense. That is their religion
Christ was so magnani nous that he took all their sins and suffered, but
t hat does not induce themto stop all these sins. They have not cone to
that sense. They have taken it very easily. "Let Lord Jesus Chri st
suffer, and we'll do all nonsense." Is it not?

Bob: It is so.

Srila Prabhupada: They shoul d have been ashaned: "Lord Jesus Chri st
suffered for us, but we are continuing the sinful activities." He told
everyone, "Thou shalt not kill," but they are indulging in killing,

thi nking, "Lord Jesus Christ will excuse us and take all the sinfu
reactions." This is going on. W should be very nmuch cautious: "For ny
sinful actions ny spiritual nmaster will suffer, so I'll not commt even
a pinch of sinful activities." That is the duty of the disciple. After
initiation, all sinful reaction is finished. Nowif he again commits
sinful activities, his spiritual master has to suffer. A disciple should
be synpathetic and consider this. "For ny sinful activities, ny
spiritual master will suffer.” If the spiritual nmaster is attacked by
sone disease, it is due to the sinful activities of others. "Don't make
many disciples.” But we do it because we are preaching. Never mnd--1Iet
us suffer--still we shall accept them Therefore your question was--when
| suffer is it due to nmy past misdeeds? Was it not? That is ny nisdeed--
that | accepted sone disciples who are nonsense. That is ny m sdeed.
Bob: Thi s happens on occasi ons?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. This is sure to happen because we are accepting
so many nmen. It is the duty of the disciples to be cautious. "My
spiritual master has saved ne. | should not put himagain into
suffering." Wien the spiritual master is in suffering, Krsna saves him
Krsna thinks, "Ch, he has taken so nmuch responsibility for delivering a
fallen person." So Krsna is there

kauntea pratijanih
na nme bhaktah pranasyat

["O son of Kunti, declare it boldly that My devotee never
peri shes."] Because the spiritual master takes the risk on account of
Krsna.
Bob: Your suffering is not the sane kind of pain..
Srila Prabhupada: No, it is not due to karma. The pain is there
sonetines, so that the disciples may know, "Due to our sinfu
activities, our spiritual master is suffering.”
Bob: You | ook very well now.



Srila Prabhupada: | amalways well... in the sense that even if there is

suffering, | know Krsna will protect ne. But this suffering is not due
to ny sinful activities.
Bob: But let us say when I--in the towmn | live in, | take boiled water

because sone of the water has disease in it. Now, why should | drink
boiled water if | have been good enough not to get a disease? Then | my
drink any water. And if | have been not acting properly. then | shal
get di sease anyway.

Srila Prabhupada: So long as you are in the material world, you cannot
negl ect physical |aws. Suppose you go to a jungle and there is a tiger
It is known that it will attack you, so why should you voluntarily go
and be attacked? It is not that a devotee should take physical risk so
I ong as he has a physical body. It is not a challenge to the physica
laws: "I have becone a devotee. | challenge everything." That is

f ool i shness.

anasakt asya vi sayan
yat har ham upayunj - at ah
ni r bandhah krsna-sanmbandhe
yukt am vai ragyam ucyat e

The devotee is advised to accept the necessities of life wthout
attachnment. He'll take boiled water, but if boiled water is not
avail abl e, does it nmean he will not drink water? If it is not available
he will drink ordinary water. W take Krsna prasada, but while touring,
sonetines we have to take some food in a hotel. Because one is a
devotee, should he think, "I will not take any foodstuffs fromthe
hotel. | shall starve"? If | starve, then | will be weak and will not be
able to preach.
Bob: Does a devotee | ose sone of his individuality, in that--
Srila Prabhupada: No, he has full individuality for pleasing Krsna.
Krsna says, "You surrender unto Me." So he voluntarily surrenders. It is
not that he has lost his individuality. He keeps his individuality. Just
like Arjuna--in the beginning, he was declining to fight, on account of
his individuality. But when he accepted Krsna as his spiritual naster
he becane sisya [a disciple]. Then whatever Krsna ordered, he said yes.
That doesn't mean he lost his individuality. He voluntarily accepted:
"What ever Krsna says, | shall do it." Just like all ny disciples--they
have not lost their individuality, but they have surrendered their
individuality. That is required. For exanple, suppose a man does not use
sex. It does not nmean he has becone inpotent. If he likes, he can have
sex life a thousand tines. But he has voluntarily avoided it. Param
drstva nivartate: he has a higher taste. Sonetines we fast, but that
does not nean we are diseased. W voluntarily fast. It does not nean
that | amnot hungry or cannot eat. But we voluntarily fast.
Bob: Does the devotee who surrenders keep his individual taste?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, in full.
Bob: Taste for different things?
Srila Prabhupada: Hn?

Bob: Does he keep his individual |ikes and dislikes?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, he keeps everything. But he gives preference to
Krsna. Suppose | like this thing but Krsna says, "No, you cannot use

it." Then | shall not use it. It is for Krsna's sake.



ni r bandhah krsna-sanmbandhe

yukt am vai ragyam ucyat e
Krsna says positively, "I like these things." So we have to offer
to Krsna what He likes, and then we'll take prasada. Krsna |ikes
Radharani. Therefore all the gopis, they are trying to push Radharani to
Krsna. "Krsna likes this gopi. Al right, push Her." That is Krsna
consci ousness. To satisfy the senses of Krsna, not to satisfy ny senses.
That is bhakti. That is called prema, |ove for Krsna. "Ah, Krsna likes

this. I nmust give Hmthis."
Bob: There is sonme prasada [food offered to Krsna]. It's offered, and
then we go and eat, and different prasadans are served. Sone | |ike, and

sone | find the taste not at all to my liking.

Srila Prabhupada: You should not do that. The perfection is that

what ever is offered to Krsna you should accept. That is perfection. You
cannot say. "I like this, | don't like this." So |ong as you nmake such
di scrimnation, that neans you have not appreciated what prasada is.

A devotee: What if there is soneone speaking of likes and dislikes? Say
soneone i s preparing some prasada..

Srila Prabhupada: No disliking, no liking. Watever Krsna likes, that's
all right.

A devotee: Yes. But say soneone prepares sonething,

i ke sone prasada for Krsna, but he does not nmake it so good, and it is-

Srila Prabhupada: No, if nade sincerely with devotion, then Krsna will
like it. Just like Vidu. Vidu was feeding Krsna bananas, but he was so
absorbed in thought that he was throwi ng away the real bananas and he
was giving Krsna the skin, and Krsna was eating. [Al laugh] Krsna knew
that he was giving in devotion, and Krsna can eat anything, provided
there is devotion. It does not matter whether it is materially tastefu
or not. Simlarly. a devotee also takes Krsna prasada, whether it is
materially tasteful or not. W should accept everything.

A devotee: But if the devotion is not there, like in India..

Srila Prabhupada: If devotion is not there, He doesn't |ike any food,
either tasteful or not tasteful. He does not accept it.

A devotee: In India... Sonebody--

Srila Prabhupada: Onh, India, India. Don't talk of India! Talk of

phil osophy. If there is not devotion, Krsna does not accept anything,
either in India or in your country. Lord Krsna is not obliged to accept
anything costly because it is very tasty. Krsna has very nmany tastefu
di shes in Vai kuntha. He is not hankering after your food. He accepts
your devotion, bhakti. The real thing is devotion, not the food. Krsna
does not accept any food of this naterial world. He accepts only the
devoti on.

pat ram puspam phal am t oyam
yo ne bhaktya prayacchat

tad aham bhakt y-upahrtam
asnam prayat at mranah

["If one offers Me with | ove and devotion a leaf, a flower, fruit
or water, | will accept it."] "Because it has been offered to Me with
devotion and love"--that is required. Therefore we do not allow anyone
to cook who is not a devotee. Krsna does not accept anything fromthe



hands of a nondevotee. Wy should He accept? He is not hungry. He does

not require any food. He accepts only the devotion, that's all. That is
the main point. So one has to becone a devotee. Not a good cook. But if
he is a devotee, then he will be a good cook al so. Automatically he wll

become a good cook. Therefore one has to becone a devotee only. Then al
ot her good qualifications will automatically be there. And if he is a
nondevot ee, any good qualifications have no value. He is on the nenta
pl ane, so he has no good qualification. [There is a | ong pause in the
conversation. ]

Srila Prabhupada: And the tine?

Syamasundara: Six o' cl ock

Srila Prabhupada: Questions and answers are required. They are
beneficial to all.

Bob: | still have a question on the prasada.

Srila Prabhupada: Suta Gosvanm says

nunayah sadhu prsto ' ham

bhavadbhi r | oka- mangal am

yat krtah krsna-sanprasno
yenat ma supr asi dat

["O sages, | have been justly questioned by you. Your questions are
wort hy because they relate to Lord Krsna and so are relevant to the
world's welfare. Only questions of this sort are capable of conpletely
satisfying the self."] Krsna-sanprasnah, that is very good. Wen you
di scuss and hear, that is |oka-nmangal am auspicious for everyone. Both
t he questions and the answers.

Bob: | still do not understand so nuch about prasada. But if you |like
["I'l think about it and ask you again tonorrow.

Srila Prabhupada: Prasada is al ways prasada. But because we are not

el evated sufficiently, therefore we do not |ike sone prasada.

Bob: | found specifically that what | nmean--that sonme are too spicy, and
it hurts nmy stonach.
Srila Prabhupada: Well... That is also due to not appreciating, but the

cook shoul d have consideration. Krsna nust be offered first-class
foodstuffs. So if he offers sonmething |ast class, he is not perforning
his duty. But Krsna can accept anything if it is offered by a devotee,
and a devotee can accept any prasada, even if it is spicy. Hiranyakasipu
gave his son poison [and the son offered it to Krsna], and the son drank
it as nectar. So even if it is spicy to others, taste, it is very

pal atable to the devotee. What is the question of spicy? He was offered
poi son, real poison. And Putana Raksasi--she al so of fered Krsna poi son
But Krsna is so nice that He thought, "She took Me as My nother," so He
t ook the poison and delivered her. Krsna does not take the bad side. A
good nman does not take the bad side--he takes only the good side. Just

i ke one of ny big Godbrothers--he wanted to nake business with ny Quru
Maharaja [spiritual master], but ny Guru Maharaja did not take the bad
side. He took the good side. He thought, "He has cone forward to give ne
sone service."

Bob: Business with your--what was that? Business with who?

Srila Prabhupada: | amtal ki ng about ny Guru Mhar aj a.

Bob: Ch, | see. | have another question on prasada, if | nay. Let us say
sone devotee has sone trouble and does not eat a certain type of food--



i ke sone devotees do not eat ghee because of liver trouble. So these
devot ees, should they take all the prasada?

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. Those who are not perfect devotees may

di scrimnate. But a perfect devotee does not discrininate. Wiy shoul d
you imtate a perfect devotee? So | ong as you have discrimnation, you
are not a perfect devotee. So why should you artificially inmtate a
perfect devotee and eat everything?

Bob: Onh.

Srila Prabhupada: The point is, a perfect devotee does not nmke any

di scrimnation. Whatever is offered to Krsna is nectar. That's all.
Krsna accepts anything froma devotee. "Wiatever is offered to Me by My
devotee," He accepts. The same thing for a devotee. Don't you see the
point? A perfect devotee does not nmake any discrimnation. But if | am
not a perfect devotee and | have discrinination, why shall | imtate the
perfect devotee? It may not be possible for nme to digest everything
because | am not a perfect devotee. A devotee should not be a foolish
man. It is said:

krsna ye bhaje se bada catura

So a devotee knows his position, and he is intelligent enough to
deal with others accordingly.

Chapt er Seven

Acting in Know edge of Krsna

An I ndian gentl enan: By what kind of actions does one earn good karma?
Srila Prabhupada: Good karnma means what is prescribed in the Vedas.
Specifically, it is prescribed that one should performyajna. Yajna
nmeans actions for the satisfaction of Lord Visnu, the Suprene

Personal ity of Godhead. So good karma neans perfornmance of the yajnas as
they are prescribed in the Vedic literatures. And the purpose of this
yajna is to satisfy the Suprene Lord. A good, |law abiding citizen is one
whose actions satisfy the government. So, good karma is to satisfy Lord
Vi snu, the Suprene Lord. Unfortunately, nodern civilization does not
know what the Suprene Personality of Godhead is, what to speak of
satisfying Hm people do not know. They are sinply busy with nmateri al
activities. Therefore all of themare perforning only bad karna and
therefore suffering. They are blind nen | eading other blind nmen. And
both are then suffering by bad karma. That is very easy to understand.

If you do sonething crimnal, you will suffer. If you do sonething
benevol ent for the state, for the people, then you are recogni zed; you
are sonmetinmes given a title. This is good and bad karma. So, good karma
nmeans you enjoy sone material happiness; bad karma neans you suffer from
mat eri al distress. By good karma you get birth in a good famly; you get
ri ches, good noney. Then you becone a | earned schol ar; you becone

beauti ful al so.

[ Some tine passes. ]

Bob: What about the person who--who is not very aware of God, but..
Srila Prabhupada: Then he is an aninmal. The ani nal does not know what is
good. A person who does not know what is God, or one who does not try to



understand what is God--he is an aninal. The animals are with four | egs,
and that aninal is with two legs. And Darwin's theory is they are
nonkeys. So anyone who does not know God, or does not try to understand
God, is nothing but an aninal

Bob: What about the innocent people?

Srila Prabhupada: The aninmal is very innocent. If you cut its throat, it
won't protest. So innocence is not a very good qualification. The
animals are all innocent. Therefore you get the chance to cut their
throats. So to becone innocent is not a very good qualification. CQur
proposition is that one nust be very, very intelligent, and then he can
understand Krsna. To becone an innocent, ignorant sinpleton is not a
very good qualification. Sinplicity is all right, but one should not be
unintelligent.

Bob: Can you tell ne again what intelligence is?

Srila Prabhupada: Intelligence neans... One who knows what he is, what
is this world, what is God, what are the interrelations--he is
intelligent. The ani mal does not know what he is. He thinks that he is
the body. Simlarly, anyone who does not know what he is, he is not
intelligent.

Bob: What about a person who does--tries to do--what is right and is
very conscientious instead of being unconsci ous about the things he
does? Like the servant who is very honest to his master but knows that
if he were not honest he would not be caught. If he stays honest
anyway... a person like that? Is that sone kind of good karnma?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, to becone honest is also good karma. How to
become a good nman is described in the Bhagavad-gita very el aborately.

dai vi sanpad vi nbksaya
ni bandhayasuri mata

So if you becone qualified with the daivi sanpad (transcendenta
qualities), then, vinbksaya--you will be |iberated. And, ni bandhayasuri -
-if you are qualified with the denoniac qualifications, then you will be
nore and nore entangl ed. Unfortunately the nodern civilization does not
know what is liberation and what is entanglenent. They are so nuch
i gnorant; they do not know. Suppose if | ask you what you nean by
i beration, can you answer? [No answer.] And if | ask you what you nean
by entangl enent, can you answer? [Again no answer.] These words are
there in the Vedic literature--liberation and entangl enent--but, at the
present nonent, people do not even know what is liberation and what is
ent angl enent. They are so ignorant and foolish, and still they are proud
of their advancenment in know edge. Can you answer what is |iberation?
You are a professor, teacher, but if |I ask you, can you explain what is
l'i beration?

Bob: Not adequately because if | could explain, then | would becone
liberated very fast.

Srila Prabhupada: But if you do not know what is liberation, then how
fast or slow liberation? [Everyone |aughs.] There is no question of
liberation. It is neither fast nor slow You should first know what is
liberation. If you do not know where the train is going, then what is

t he use of asking, understanding, whether it is going fast or slow? You
do not know your destination. Wat is |iberation?

Bob: Umm ..

Srila Prabhupada: | am asking. You daily ask nme. | am asking you



Bob: [Laughs.] Ah--okay... I'Il think for a nonent.

Srila Prabhupada: Liberation is described in the Srinad-Bhagavatam The
exact Sanskrit word for liberation is nukti. So that is defined in the
Sri mad- Bhagavat am

nuktir hitvanyatha rupam
svarupena vyavasthitih

One shoul d stop doing all nonsense, and he nust be situated in his
original position. But this is also nore enbarrassi ng because nobody
knows his original position and how to act properly. Because people are
generally acting differently, because they do not know what is proper--
t he nodern population is so nuch ignorant about their life--it is a very
awkwar d position. They do not know.

Bob: Can you tell ne who is honest?

Srila Prabhupada: |If one does not know what is honesty, how can he be
honest? But if you know what is honesty, then you can be honest. Wat is
honesty? First of all explain.

Bob: Aaah, umm -Honesty is doing what you really feel is right.

Srila Prabhupada: A thief is feeling, "I nust steal to provide for ny
children. It is right." Does it mean that he is honest? Everyone thinks-
-The butcher thinks, "It is ny life. | nmust cut the throat of the
animals daily." Just like that--what is that hunter? And Narada Mini net
hi n®?

Syamasundara: Magari .

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, Mgari. Narada asked him "Wy are you killing in
this way?" And he said, "Oh, it is ny business. My father taught it." So
he was honestly doing that. So a feeling of honesty depends on culture.
A thiefs culture is different. He thinks stealing is honest.

Bob: So what is honesty?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is nmy question. [Everyone | aughs.] Rea
honesty is that you should not encroach upon another's property. This is
honesty. For instance, this is ny table. If you want to take it away
while going, is that honesty? So therefore the sinple definition of
honesty is that you shoul d not encroach upon another's rights. That is
honesty.

Bob: So sonebody who is honest would be in the node of goodness? Wul d
that be correct?

Srila Prabhupada: Certainly, certainly. Because the node of goodness
nmeans know edge. So if you know, "This table does not belong to ne; it
bel ongs to Svamji," you will not try to take it away. Therefore, one
nmust know -be thoroughly well conversant--then he can be honest.

Bob: So, now you have said the nbde of goodness was know edge of God,

but sonebody nay be honest w thout having very nuch know edge of God.
Srila Prabhupada: Hm n?

Bob: W thout--w thout being honest--w thout thinking they are honest
because it is God's wishes--they just feel |ike they ought to be honest.
Srila Prabhupada: Mm God wi shes everyone to be honest. Wiy shoul d God
t hi nk ot herw se?

Bob: So... so you nay follow God's wi shes w thout knowi ng you are
followi ng God's wi shes? Li ke sonebody nmay be in the node..

Srila Prabhupada: No, follow ng without knowi ng--that is absurd. You
nmust know the order of God. And if you follow that, then that is
honesty.



Bob: But sonebody woul d not be honest without knowi ng God?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, because God is the suprene proprietor, the
suprenme enjoyer, and He is the suprene friend. That is the statenment of
t he Bhagavad-gita. If anyone knows these three things, then he is in
full know edge. These three things only: that God is the proprietor of
everything, God is friend of everyone, and God is the enjoyer of
everything. For exanple, everyone knows that in the body, the stomach is
the enjoyer. Not the hands, |egs, eyes, ears. These are there sinply to
hel p the stomach. Eyes--the vulture goes seven nmles up to see where
there is food for the stomach. Is it not?

Bob: That is so.

Srila Prabhupada: Then the wings fly there, and the jaws catch the food.
Simlarly, as in this body the stomach is the enjoyer, the centra
figure of the whole cosmc nanifestation, material or spiritual, is
Krsna, God. He is the enjoyer. W can understand this just by

consi dering our own bodies. The body is also a creation. The body has

t he sane nechanical nature you will find in the whol e universe. The sane
nmechani cal arrangenent will be found anywhere you go, even in ani nals.
In the human body or in the cosmic manifestation--al nost the sane
mechani sm So you can understand very easily that in this body--any
body, your body--the stomach is the enjoyer. There is a central enjoyer
And the stomach is the friend al so. Because if you cannot digest food,
you see, then all other |linbs of the body beconme weak. Therefore the
stomach is the friend. It is digesting and distributing the energy to
all the linbs of the body. Is it not?

Bob: It is so.

Srila Prabhupada: Sinilarly, the central stomach of the whole creation
is God, or Krsna. He is the enjoyer, He is the friend, and, as the
supreme proprietor, He is maintaining everyone. Just as a king can

mai ntain the whole country's citizens because he is the proprietor

Wt hout being the proprietor, how can one becone everyone's friend? So
t hese things have to be understood. Krsna is the enjoyer, Krsna is the
proprietor, and Krsna is the friend. If you know t hese three things,

t hen your know edge is full; you do not require to understand anything
nor e.

yasnin vijnate sarvam evam vi j nat am bhavat

If you sinply understand Krsna by these three fornulas, then your
know edge is conplete. You don't require any nore know edge. But people
will not agree. "Wiy should Krsna be the proprietor? Htler should be
the proprietor. Nixon ..." That is going on. Therefore you are in
trouble. But if you understand these three things only, then your
know edge is conplete. But you will not accept--you will put forward so
many i npedi nents to understandi ng these three things, and that is the
cause of our trouble. But in the Bhagavad-gita it is plainly said:

bhokt aram yaj na-t apasam
sarva- | oka- mahesvar am
suhrdam sar va- bhut anam
j natva mam santi m rcchat

["The sages, knowing Me as the ultimate purpose of all sacrifices
and austerities, the Suprene Lord of all planets and demi gods and the



benefactor and wel |l -wi sher of all living entities, attain peace fromthe
pangs of material niseries."] But we won't take this. W shall put
forward so nmany fal se proprietors, false friends, fal se enjoyers, and
they will fight one another. This is the situation of the world. If
education is given and people take this know edge, there is immediately
peace (santimrcchati). This is know edge, and if anyone follows this
principle, he is honest. He does not claim "It is mne." He knows
everything: "Oh, it is Krsna's, so therefore everything should be
utilized for Krsna's service." That is honesty. |If this pencil bel ongs
to ne, the etiquette is--M students sonetinmes ask, "Can | use this
penci | ?" "Yes, you can." Simlarly, if | know that everything belongs to
Krsna, | will not use anything without His permi ssion. That is honesty.
And that is know edge. One who does not know is ignorant; he is foolish
And a foolish man commits crininality. All crimnals are foolish nen.
Qut of ignorance one conmits | awbreaking. So ignorance is not bliss, but
it is folly to be wise where ignorance is bliss. That is the difficulty.
The whole world is enjoying i gnorance. And when you tal k about Krsna
consci ousness, they do not very much appreciate it. If | say, "Krsna is
the proprietor; you are not the proprietor,” you will not be very nuch
satisfied. [They laugh.] Just see--ignorance is bliss. So it is ny
foolishness to say the real truth. Therefore it is folly to be wi se
where ignorance is bliss. So we are taking the risk of offending

people, and they will think we are fools. If | say to a rich man, "You
are not the proprietor. Krsna is the proprietor, so whatever nobney you
have, spend it for Krsna," he will be angry.

upadeso hi nur khanam

prakepaya na santaye
"I'f you instruct a rascal, he'll be angry." Therefore we go as
beggars: "My dear sir, you are a very nice man. | am a sannyasi beggar
so | want to construct a tenple. Can you spare sone noney?" So he will
think, "Ch, here is a beggar. G ve himsone noney." [They |augh] But if
| say, "Dear sir, you have mllions of dollars at your disposal. That is
Krsna's noney. Gve it to ne. | amKrsna's servant." Ch, he'll..
[ Everyone | aughs.] He will not be very satisfied. Rather, if | go as a
beggar, he will give me sonething. And if | tell himthe truth, he wll
not give me a farthing. [They |augh] W convince himas beggars. W are
not beggars. W are Krsna's servants. W don't want anything from
anyone. Because we know Krsna will provide everything
Bob: Onh-h..
Srila Prabhupada: This is know edge. For instance, a child wll
sonetines take sonething inportant, so we have to flatter him "Ch, you
are so nice. Please take these | ozenges and give ne that paper. It is
nothing; it is paper."” And he will say, "Ch, yes. Take. That's nice."
Two- pai se | ozenges--very nice and sweet. So we have to do that. Wy?
Because a nan will go to hell by taking Krsna's noney. So sone way or
ot her, take sone noney fromhimand engage himin the Krsna
consci ousness novenent.
Bob: And then he may not go to hell?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. You save himfromgoing to hell.
needs it. Who is not poor? There are so nmany gentlenen sitting here. Wo
is not in need of nbney and food? You are also in need of noney. So how
do you distinguish poor fromrich? Everyone needs it. If that is your



definition... If one needs noney and food, then everyone needs noney and
food. So everyone is poor.

Bob: So, but, well--1 was thinking in terns of just people who are

rel atively poor.

Srila Prabhupada: Relatively, relatively, maybe. You are nore hungry

than me. That does not nean you are not hungry or | amnot hungry. | do

not feel hungry now That does not nmean | do not feel hungry or | am not
hungry. For the tine being you nay not be hungry. But tonorrow you'll be
hungry.

Bob: What | feel is that--sonehow these people--that... Everybody around
them may be stealing, but they still stand up and don't steal. These

peopl e somehow deserve sonething good to happen to them

Srila Prabhupada: But the man who is thinking that he is not stealing is
al so a thief because he does not know that everything belongs to Krsna.
Therefore, whatever he is accepting, he is stealing.

Bob: Is he less of a thief?

Srila Prabhupada: You may not know that | amthe proprietor of this

wr apper, but if you take it away, are you not stealing?

Bob: But maybe if | know it is yours and | take it, | ama worse thief
than if | do not know whose it is. | just think it nmay be nobody's, and
| take it.

Srila Prabhupada: That is also stealing. Because it nust belong to
sonebody. And you take it without his pernission. You nay not know
exactly who is the proprietor, but you know, "It nust belong to
soneone." That is know edge. Soneti nes we see on the road so nany

val uabl e things left there--governnent property for repairing roads or
sone electrical work. A man nmay think, "Ch, fortunately these things are
lying here, so | may take them" Is it not stealing?

Bob: It is stealing.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. He does not know that this is all governnent
property. He takes it away. That is stealing. And when he is caught, he
is arrested, and he is punished. So, sinilarly, whatever you are

col l ecting--suppose you are drinking a glass of water fromthe river. Is
the river your property?

Bob: No.

Srila Prabhupada: Then? It is stealing. You have not created the river
You do not know who is the proprietor. Therefore it is not your

property. So, even if you drink a glass of water wi thout knowing to whom
it belongs, you are a thief. So you nmay think, "I am honest," but
actually you are a thief. You nust remenber Krsna. "Ch, Krsna, it is
Your creation, so kindly allow nme to drink." This is honesty. Therefore
a devotee always thinks of Krsna. In all activities: "Ch, it is
Krsna's." This is honesty. So without Krsna consciousness, everyone is a
rascal, is athief, is a rogue, is a robber. These qualifications.
Therefore our conclusion is that anyone who does not understand Krsna
has no good qualifications. Neither is he honest, nor has he know edge.
Therefore he is a third-class man. |Is that correct? Wiat do you think
Griraja?

Griraja: [a disciple]: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: This is not dognatism This is a fact. [Sone tine

el epses.] So, you have understood what is know edge and what is honesty?
Bob: I--in a way. In a way.



Srila Prabhupada: And is there another way? [Bob | aughs.] Is there any
ot her way? Defy it! [Bob | aughs again. Srila Prabhupada al so | aughs.]
Anot her way? Griraja?

Griraja: No.

Srila Prabhupada: |Is there an alternative? W do not say anything that
can be defied by anyone. That experience we have. Rather, we defy
everyone: "Any questions?" Till now, Krsna has given us protection. In
big, big meetings in big, big countries, after speaking |I ask, "Any
guesti ons?"

Bob: Now, | have none.

Srila Prabhupada: In London, we had--how nmany days, |lectures in that--
what is that? Conway Hall ?

A devotee: Twel ve days. Conway Hal |

Srila Prabhupada: Conway Hal .

A devot ee: Twel ve days.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. So after every neeting | was asking, "Any

guesti ons?"

Bob: Did you get many questions?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. Many foolish questions. [Everyone | aughs.]
Bob: Let me ask one nore question. Wiat is being foolish?

Srila Prabhupada: One having no knowl edge is to be considered foolish
An I ndian gentl enan: Prabhupada, | have one personal question. Can
ask?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

I ndian gentlenman: Sonme tine ago in Calcutta they observed a week--it was
naned, "Prevention of Cruelty to Aninals Wek."

Srila Prabhupada: Mm [He gives a quick |augh] This is another
fool i shness. They are advertising prevention of cruelty, and they are
mai nt ai ni ng thousands of sl aughterhouses. You see? That is another

f ool i shness.

I ndian gentlenman: So | wanted just to ask--

Srila Prabhupada: Asking--before you ask, | give you the answer. [Al

| augh] That is another foolishness. They are regularly cruel to aninals,
and they are nmaking a society...

Bob: Maybe this is--

Srila Prabhupada: Suppose a gang of thieves has a signboard--"Goodman
and Conpany." You sonetimes find such a signboard.

Syamasundara: Qur landlord in the San Francisco tenple was naned
Goodman

Srila Prabhupada: The philosophy is that when an aninmal is not properly
nourished, that is cruelty. Therefore instead of allowing it to starve,
better to kill it. That is their theory. Is it not?

Bob: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: They say, "Ch, it is better to kill himthan to give
himso nuch pain." That theory is com ng in comunist countries. An old
man- - grandfather--is suffering, so better to kill him And there--in
Africa there is a class of men who nmake a festival by killing their
great-grandfathers. Is it not? Yes.

Syamasundar a: They eat thenf?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. [Syamasundara | aughs.] Yes?

A devotee: | had an uncle and aunt. They were in the Arny. So when they
went overseas, they could not take their dog with them So they said,
"The poor dog. He will be so heartbroken not to be with us," so they put

himto sleep--killed him



Srila Prabhupada: In Gandhi's |ife also, he once killed one calf or sone
cow. It was suffering very nuch. So Gandhi ordered, "Instead of letting
it suffer, just kill it."

Griraja: Yesterday you said that the spiritual master nmay have to
suffer due to the sinful activities of his disciples. Wiat do you nean
by sinful activities?

Srila Prabhupada: Sinful activities nmeans that you prom sed, "I shal
follow the regulative principles.” If you do not follow, that is sinful
That is the prom se. Very sinple. You break the pronmi se and do nasty
things; therefore you are sinful. Is it not?

Griraja: Yes. [pause] But there are sone things that we're instructed
to do...

Srila Prabhupada: Hm n?

Griraja: There are other things which we're instructed to do which
even though we try to do, we cannot do perfectly yet.

Srila Prabhupada: Howis that? You try to do and cannot do? How is that?
Griraja: Like chanting attentively. Sonetines we try to, but--

Srila Prabhupada: Well, that is not a fault. Suppose you are trying to
do sonet hing. Due to your inexperience if you sonetines fail, that is
not a fault. You are trying. There is a verse in the Bhagavatam -hmm -
that if a devotee is trying his best but due to his incapability he
sonetines fails, Krsna excuses him And in the Bhagavad-gita also it is
sai d:

api cet suduracaro
bhaj at e mam ananya- bhak

Sonetimes not willingly but due to past bad habits--habit is second
nat ur e- - one does sonet hing nonsensical. But that does not nean he is
faulty. But he nust repent for that--"I have done this." And he should

try to avoid it as far as possible. But habit is second nature.
Sonetimes, in spite of your trying hard, naya is so strong that it

pushes with Pitfalls. That can be excused. Krsna excuses. But those who
are doing sonething willingly are not excused. On the strength that | am
a devotee, if |I think, "Because | amchanting, | may therefore commit

all this nonsense, and it will be nullified," that is the greatest

of f ense.

Chapt er Ei ght

Advanci ng i n Krsna Consci ousness

Springfield, New Jersey
Dear Prabhupada,

| offer ny hunbl e obei sances.

| have been associating with the devotees of the New York tenple.
Wth the association of such fine, advanced devotees, | hope that | may
make sone advancenment in Krsna consciousness. My fiancee has started to
cone to the tenple and is chanting a little. She knew not hi ng about
Krsna consci ousness until | wote her about it fromlndia. Atreya Rsi
has been kind enough to invite us to his honme so that we nay see an
i deal househol der life.



| went to Bonbay the end of April for termination fromthe Peace
Corps. | was fortunate enough to cone down with a mnor illness, so that
| had to stay in Bonbay for two weeks. | spent the tinme with the
advanced and ki nd devotees at Juhu. Unfortunately you had left five days
previously.

| understand so little, but | have faith in the process of Krsna
consci ousness and hope to take to it nore and nore.

| look forward to Atreya Rsi's description of the tenple in Los
Angel es and hope that | may personally hear you in New York.

Thank you for the kindness you have shown to a very undeserving

boy.
Si ncerely,
Bob Cohen
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swam
| SKCON Los Angel es
Bob Cohen
Springfield, New Jersey
My dear Bob,
Pl ease accept ny blessings. | thank you very much for your letter
dated June 12, 1972. | have noted the sentinents expressed therein wth
great pleasure. | amvery glad to hear that you are associating with us.

I know that you are a very good boy, very intelligent, and your behavi or
is gentle, so | have all confidence that very quickly Krsna will bestow
all H's blessings upon you, and you will feel yourself beconing
perfectly happy in Krsna consci ousness. One nakes his advancenent in
Krsna consci ousness by voluntarily giving up his attachnent to materia
nature, or maya. Such renunciation is called tapasya. But we are not
very willing to performausterities wi thout good reason; therefore any
man with a good scientific and phil osophical mind, |like your good self,
nust first appreciate what transcendental know edge is. If you get

know edge, automatically tapasya will follow, and then you nake your
advancenent in spiritual life. So to get know edge is the first itemfor
anyone who is hoping to find the perfection of his |ife. Therefore

advi se you to read our books daily as far as possible and try to
understand the subject matter fromdifferent angles of vision by

di scussing it frequently with the devotees at the New York tenple. In
this way you will gradually becone convinced, and by your sincere
attitude and devotional service you will make progress

Yes, having sone faith in me and in this Krsna consci ousness
process is the first and only requirenment for getting actual w sdom |f
there is faith, understanding will follow And as your understandi ng
i ncreases, so will your disgust with the spell of illusory energy. And
when you voluntarily give up your entanglenents in the material world,
then the progress is assured.

I think we are just now typing up the tapes of those conversations
we held in Mayapur, and we shall be publishing themas a book. It wll
be called Perfect Questions, Perfect Answers. | shall send you a copy as
soon as they are ready to distribute. Meanwhile, | shall be stopping in
New York for two or three days on ny way to London for the Ratha-yatra
Festival there. | amnot yet certain when | shall be arriving in New
York, but it will be sone tine in the early part of July. You nmay keep



in regular contact with Bali Mardana regarding the arrival date, and
shal | be very nuch engl addened to neet with you in New York once again.
Agai n we shall discuss if you have any questions.
Hoping this will meet you in good health and a happy nopod,
Your ever well-w sher,
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swam

Chapter N ne

Deci ding for the Future

Bob: |1 received your very kind letter

Srila Prabhupada: On.

Bob: About a week ago.

Srila Prabhupada: Now, you are a very intelligent boy. You can try to
understand this philosophy. It is very inportant. For sense
gratification people are wasting so nuch energy. They are not aware of
what is going to happen in the next life. There is a next life, but
foolish people are ignorant. This life is preparation for the next life.
That they do not know. The nobdern education and its universities are
conpletely in darkness about this sinple know edge. W are changi ng

bodi es every nonent--that is a nedical fact. After leaving this body, we
wi Il have to accept another body. How are we going to accept that body?
What ki nd of body? This can also be known. For exanple, if soneone is
bei ng educat ed, one can understand that when he passes his exam nation
he is going to be an engineer or nedical practitioner. Sinmlarly, in
this life, you can prepare yourself to becone sonething in the next

life. Barbara: [Bob's wife] Can we decide what we want to be next life?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, you can decide. W have decided that next life we
are going to Krsna. This is our decision--back home, back to Godhead.
Suppose you want to becone educated. After this decision that you are
going to be an engineer or you are going to be a nedical practitioner
with that objective you prepare and educate yourself. Sinmlarly, you can
deci de what you are going to do next life. But if you don't decide, then
the material nature will decide.

Barbara: Could | have been Krsna conscious in ny last life?

Srila Prabhupada: It doesn't matter. But you can becone. Take advant age
of our Krsna consci ousness novenent.

A devotee: She's asking if it was possible that in her last |life she was
a Krsna devotee and has cone back again.

Srila Prabhupada: Wen one is perfectly Krsna's devotee, he does not
cone back. But if there is a little deficiency, then there is a

possi bility of com ng back. But even though there is a deficiency, he
cones back to a nice fam ly. Sucinam srimatam gehe yoga- bhrasto
"bhijayate. ["The unsuccessful yogi takes birth in a religious or
aristocratic famly."] Human intelligence can decide for the future

That is human intelligence. The ani nal cannot deci de. W have
discrimnatory power. If |I do this, I will be benefited; if | do that, |
will not be benefited. This is there in human life. So you have to use
it properly. You should know what is our goal of |ife and decide in that
way. That is human civilization...

Bar bara: Have you ever seen Krsna?



Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Bar bara: You have?

Srila Prabhupada: Daily. Every nonent.

Barbara: But not in the nmaterial body?

Srila Prabhupada: He has no material body.

Barbara: Well, in the tenple here they have pictures of Krsna...

Srila Prabhupada: That is not a material body. You are seeing materially
because you have material eyes. Because you have naterial eyes, you
cannot see the spiritual form Therefore He kindly appears to be in a
mat eri al body so that you can see. However, because He has kindly nade
Hinself just fit for your seeing, that does not nean He has a materia
body. Suppose the President of the United States kindly cones to your
house. That does not nean that his position and your position are the
sanme. It is his kindness. Qut of |ove, he may cone to your house, but
that does not nean he is on the sanme level as you. Simlarly, because we
cannot see Krsna with our present eyes, Krsna therefore appears before
us as a painting, as nade of stone, as nade of wood. And Krsna is not
different fromthese paintings and wood because everything is Krsna.
Barbara: After we die, what happens to our spirit?

Srila Prabhupada: You get another body.

Barbara: |nmmedi ately?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Just as when you change your apartment: you fix
up your new apartnment first; then you | eave this one and go there.
Barbara: So do we know what type of body we will get?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, provided you are qualified. O herwi se nature will
arrange for it. Those who know -they know what is there. But for those
who do not know, nature will arrange things. If you do not know, this
nmeans you have not prepared your life, so accidentally, at the tine of
death, your nentality will create another body, and nature will supply
it.

Bar bara: And chanting--what does chanting do?

Srila Prabhupada: That you can ask these boys [the devotees]. They will
expl ai n.

Bob: If Krsna controls everything, how does Krsna control a nondevotee?
Srila Prabhupada: By nmaya. Just as the governnent controls everything. A
ki ngdomis controlled by the king's departnents.

Bob: And how does Krsna control a devotee?

Srila Prabhupada: Just as you control your beloved. For exanple, if you
have a bel oved child, you control himfor his benefit. If he is going to
touch fire, you will imediately tell him "No, no, ny dear child. Don't
touch it." So a Krsna conscious person, a devotee, is never msled,
because Krsna is always guiding him whereas those who are not Krsna
conscious are in the charge of maya, and maya will do the needful, as
you have seen.

Bob: Is it preset, when we're born, the tinme that we'll die?

Srila Prabhupada: Wat?

Bob: Is the tinme that 1'mgoing to die, and others are going to die,
preset before we are born? Wien |'mborn, do | have a certain given life
span?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

A devotee: And he cannot change that?

Srila Prabhupada: No, he cannot change it, but Krsna can change it.
Devotee: |If he comits suicide, is that al so preset?



Srila Prabhupada: Not preset. That you can do because you have a little
i ndependence. It is not natural to conmit suicide; it is unnatural. So
because we have independence, we can go fromnature to "un-nature."” A
prisoner cannot go out of the prison house naturally, but sonehow or
other he arranges to junp over the wall and goes away. Then he becones a
crimnal for further inprisonnent. Naturally, the prisoner cannot go out
of the prison house, but if sonehow or other he nmanages to escape, that
nmeans he becones again a crimnal. He will be arrested again, and his
termof inprisonnent will be increased, or he will be punished nore. So
naturally we cannot violate destiny. But if we do it, then we wll
suffer. But our destiny can be changed by Krsna when we are Krsna

consci ous. W do not do it, but Krsna will do it. Krsna says: ahamtvam
sarva- papebhyo nok-sayisyam: "I shall give you protection.” That change
t akes place for ny protection.

There are two stages--nondevotee and devotee. The nondevotee is
under the control of material nature, and the devotee is under the
direct control of Krsna. In the office of a big man, an executive of a
bi g conpany, there are nany enpl oyees, and they are controlled by
di fferent departnmental superintendents. But although outside of hone he
controls indirectly, the sane nan at hone is controlling his children
directly. But he is always a controller. Sinmlarly, God is the
control l er always. When one becones a devotee, he is controlled by God;
when he is a nondevotee, he is controlled by H's agent, maya. But he has
to be controlled. For exanple, every citizen of Anerica is controlled by
t he governnent. Wien he is all right, the civil departnent controls him
when he is not all right, the crimnal departnment controls him But he
cannot say, "I amnot controlled." That is not possible. Everyone is
controlled. If sonebody says, "I amnot controlled,"” he is not sane; he
is crazy. Everyone is controlled. So either you are controlled directly
by God, or you are controlled by H s agency, naya. Being controlled by
maya, you spoil your life; you remain in material existence one birth
after another, changing your bodies. But if you choose to be controlled
by God, then after this body, you go back hone, back to Godhead. Then
your life is successful. You cannot exist w thout being controlled; that
is not possible. That is intelligence. And that is stated in the
Bhagavad- gi t a. Bahunam j annanam ant ej nanavan nmam pr apadyate: "After nany
births of traveling or specul ation, one surrenders unto Me." Vasudevah
sarvamiti: "Krsna, You are everything. So | have cone. Accept ne. | am
now fully surrendered unto You, and You control nme. | amcontrolled. For
so long | have been controlled by these rascals. There is no benefit. |
have been controlled by ny senses. So under the control of the senses
have served so-called fanmly, society, country, nation--up to serving
t he dogs. But nothing has given ne satisfaction. Therefore now | have
good sense; | put nyself under Your control. Instead of being controlled
by dog, let ne be controlled by God." This is Krsna consciousness. Have
you not seen how a nman is controlled by a dog? In the street the dog
stops, passes stool, and his master will stand and wait. Is it not? He

is passing stool and urine, and the naster is thinking, "I amnaster."
But he is being controlled. That is naya. He has becone servant of the
dog, but he is thinking, "I ammaster." So unless one is Krsna

consci ous, one cannot understand. W can understand that this rascal is
being controlled by his dog, but he is thinking that he is the naster
We can understand. Wat do you think? Has he not becone controlled by

t he dog?



Bob: That is so.

Srila Prabhupada: But he is thinking, "I amthe master of the dog." A
famly man is controlled by his wife, his children, by his servants, by
everyone, but he is thinking, "I ammaster." President N xon is thinking

that he is master of his country, but he is controlled. At once he can
be dism ssed by the public, his servants! And he will take a position
claimng, "I will give you very good service," and "I shall be a first-
cl ass servant." Therefore people vote, "All right, you becone
president."” And he is advertising: "Reelect ne!l Reelect ne!" That neans
he is a servant. But he is thinking, "I ammaster." That is the
position. Maya. One who is controlled by naya is thinking hinself

master, but he is a servant. And a devotee never thinks to hinself, "I
ammaster,"” only "I amservant." That is the difference between maya and
reality. He at |east knows: "I amnever naster. | am always a servant."
When a servant is thinking, "I amnaster,”" that is called illusion. But
when a servant thinks, "I ama servant," that is not illusion. That is
nukti, liberation. Because he is not controlled by false thoughts. Try
to think about this subject matter. A devotee is never controlled by

fal se thoughts. He knows his position. Svarupena vyavasthitih. Mikti,

i beration, means to be situated in one's own constitutional position.
ama servant. So if | know that | ama servant, that is ny |iberation.
And if | think that | amnmaster, that is bondage. This is the difference
bet ween conditioned Iife and liberated life.

So these Krsna consci ous devotees are always thinking that they are
servants of Krsna. Therefore they are all l|iberated. They do not
endeavor for liberation. They are already |iberated because they are
situated in their constitutional position. They are not artificially
thinking, "I amnmaster." O herw se, everyone is thinking, "I ammaster."
That is illusion. You cannot be naster in any state of your life; you
nmust remain a servant. That is your position. Wen one thinks
artificially that he is master, that is his conditioned life. And when
one voluntarily surrenders to the suprene master, that is his
i beration. A devotee does not try for liberation separately. As soon as
he surrenders to Krsna or Krsna's representative, he is |iberated.

Bob: Prabhupada, people that engage in religions, |like these "Jesus
freaks" and other people, claimthat Jesus is guiding them Can this be
so?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, but they are not taking the guidance. Just like

the Christians. Jesus is guiding them "Thou shalt not kill," but they
are killing. Wiere is the Jesus guidance? Sinply saying, "I am gui ded by
Jesus Christ"--will that do? "But | don't care for his words." |s that

gui dance? Nobody is being guided by Jesus Christ. Their claimis false.
It is very hard to find a man who is actually being gui ded by Jesus
Christ. Jesus Christ's guidance is available, but nobody is caring for
him They have taken Jesus Christ as contractor to take up their sins.
That is their philosophy. They conmit all kinds of sins, and poor Jesus
Christ will be responsible. That is their religion. Therefore they say,
"W have a very good religion. For all our sinful activities, Jesus
Christ will die." So is that good religion? They have no synpathy for
Jesus Christ. He died for our sins. Wiy should we comit sins again?
Such a great |life has been sacrificed for our sins, so we should be

gui ded by Jesus Christ. But if you take it otherw se--"Ah, we shall go
on conmitting all sins, and Jesus Christ will nake a contract to nullify



all ny sins; I'll sinply go to the church and confess and conme back and
again do all nonsense"--do you think that shows very good intelligence?
Bob: No.

Srila Prabhupada: Actually, one who is guided by Jesus Christ wll
certainly get liberation. But it is very hard to find a man who is
actual ly being guided by Jesus Christ.

Bob: What about the "Jesus freaks," the young people that have joi ned

t he Jesus novenent? They read the Bible very often, and they try to--
Srila Prabhupada: But violence is against the Bible's injunctions. How

can they kill if they are follow ng the Bible?

Bob: | asked one this, and he clained that Jesus was al so eating neat in
t he Bi bl e.

Srila Prabhupada: That's all right. He may eat anything. He is powerful.
But he has ordered, "Thou shalt not kill. You nust stop killing." He is

powerful. He can eat the whole world. But you cannot conpare to Jesus
Christ. You cannot intate Jesus Christ; you have to abide by his order
Then you are guided by Jesus Christ. That is actually obedi ence. That is
expl ai ned in the Bhagavata. One who is isvara, who is enpowered, can do
anyt hing, but we cannot initate. W have to abide by his order: "Wat he
says to nme, that | will do." You cannot inmtate. You say that Jesus
Christ ate nmeat. Admitting that, you do not know in what condition he
ate neat. He is hinself eating neat, but he is advising others not to
kill. Do you think that Jesus Christ was contradicting hinself?

Bob: No.

Srila Prabhupada: He cannot do that. That is real faith in him-that he
cannot do that. So why has he eaten neat? He knows, but he has asked ne
not to kill. I have to follow. That is the real system You are not
Jesus Christ; you cannot imtate him He has sacrificed his life for
God. Can you

do that? So why shall you imtate Jesus Christ? You are imtating Jesus
Christ by eating neat. Why not inmtate Jesus Christ and sacrifice your
life for spreading God consci ousness? What do you think? Yes, when you
preach you can say what you think. They are so-called Christians--but
what are they doing for God? Just consider the sun. The sun is absorbing
urine. Can you drink urine? If you want to inmtate the sun--"Ch, here is
the sun absorbing urine. Let ne drink urine"--can you? Jesus Christ is
powerful ; he can do everything. But we cannot initate; we have to sinply
abide by his order. That is real Christianity. W cannot inmtate a
powerful man. That is wong. In our Vedic literature, there was a poison
ocean, so people could not find out what to do with it. Then Lord Siva
said, "Al right, I'Il drink it." So he drank the whol e poi son ocean and
kept it in his throat. Can you drink poison? Not the ocean--just one
cup? So how can we inmtate Lord Siva? Lord Siva never advised that we
dri nk poison. So you have to abide by the advice, not initate. These LSD
and narijuana people say that Lord Siva used to snoke ganja. But Lord

Si va drank the whol e poi soned ocean. Can you do that? Lord Siva's

i nstructions should be taken. He says that the best worship is worship
of Visnu. Visnor aradhanam param Wen he was asked by Parvati what

net hod of worship is best, then he said, "The best worship is worship of
Lord Visnu [Krsna]." There are nany dem gods, but he reconmended Vi snu
worship as the best. And better than Visnu worship is worship of a

Vai snava. Tadi yanam-H s servants, or those who are in relation to Hm
For instance, we are worshiping this plant, tulasi. W are not
worshiping all plants, but because this tulasi has a very intimte



connection with Krsna, Visnu, we are therefore worshiping her

Simlarly, if anything is intimately related with Krsna, worship of that
thing is better than worship of Visnu

Bob: Why is that?

Srila Prabhupada: Because Krsna will be pleased. Suppose you have a dog
and sone friends cone and pat your dog. [Srila Prabhupada nmakes big
patting notions.] You becone pleased. You becone pleased: "Ch, he is ny
good friend." You see how they think. W see this--sone friend cones and
says, "My, what a nice dog you have." [Laughter.] [Sone Indian guests
enter the room]

Srila Prabhupada: Pl ease have sone prasada.

[Srila Prabhupada continues speaking with his guests, sonetines in
English and sonetines Hindi. It is his last day in New York, and his

pl ane to London is scheduled to leave in only afew hours, Bob has
brought a car to drive Srila Prabhupada to Kennedy Airport. The davotees
are scurying about, bringing luggage to the car, putting the manuscripts
of Srila Prabhupada's latest translating work in ordar, and neki ng ot her
| ast-m nute arrangenents. ]

Syamasundar a: Everything's ready, Srila Prabhupada. The car is waiting
for us.

Srila Prabhupada: So? W can go now? All right. Hare Krsnal!

Concl udi ng wor ds

On July 19, 1976, H's Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada accepted ny
wife and ne as his disciples and initiated us with the nanes Bhakti -devi
dasi and Brahmatirtha dasa. As | reflect back on that day, | can see how
fortunate | was to have net His Divine Grace and ny Godbrothers in the
Hare Krsna novenent.

When | was handed ny beads at initiation, | promsed to followthe
regul ative principles and to chant God's nanes daily. Four years
previously, Srila Prabhupada had advised ne to foll ow these principles,
and within six nonths, he said, | could be Iike the other devotees; all
unnecessary things (anarthas), such as nundane novi es and restaurants,
woul d cease to attract me. "The whole human life is neant for
purification,"” he said. | was interested in being purified, even though
| did not really know what purification neant. | had gone to India with
t he Peace Corps hoping to find a higher Ievel of consciousness. | could
not believe that satisfying the senses was the all in all, yet | nyself
was bound by the senses. Later | could understand that yoga neans
becom ng free fromthe dictation of the senses.

Upon returning to Anerica, | started graduate school in geol ogy,
got nmarried, and becane sonewhat entangled in donestic responsibilities,
but | would very often think of nmy conversations with Srila Prabhupada
and of his instructions. One of his prinmary instructions was sinply to
associate with the devotees, and this | gladly did. Devotees are
different: by understanding that |oving service to the Suprene Lord is
the goal of life, they avoid getting caught up in the petty affairs of
sense gratification and fal se ego. Visiting the tenple was nost
refreshing. Gradually, ny wife and | becane friends with nany devot ees
and want ed sonehow to do sone service for the novenent. | sponsored a
bhakti-yoga club at the university, and our apartnent served as a way
station for traveling parties of devotees.



As we followed Srila Prabhupada's instructions, even our eating
becanme purified. InIndia | had told Srila Prabhupada that | could not
offer ny food as the devotees do because | did not understand that Krsna
is God. So he told ne sinply to thank God for ny food before eating.
This we did, and finally our devotion nmatured, and we started actually
of fering our food to the Suprene Lord. Wiat a wonderful feeling, to be
cooking for the Suprene Lord! This actually freed us fromthe control of
t he t ongue.

Finally, we were ready to becone involved fully in tenple life. By
Krsna's grace, | obtained a job near a tenple in Texas and began to take
part in all the tenple prograns. In this way, all the anarthas
di sappeared, just as Srila Prabhupada had predicted. It was |ike having
a burden lifted fromour shoulders. W were no |onger servants of our
senses, but servants of God and Hi s devotees. The value of Srila
Prabhupada' s instructions had becone clear. A hunman being is not neant
to labor like an ass and enjoy like a dog. Purification nmeans coning to
a higher |evel of consciousness.

Even though | have been initiated, | still admre nmy Godbrothers
spiritual awareness and wi sh to advance. Actually, initiation is the
begi nni ng.

Brahmati rt ha dasa Adhi kari
(Bob Cohen)

Houst on, Texas
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