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Preface
 

 A few years back, my life changed dramatically. After an exciting, thirty-year career as inventor, entrepreneur, scientist and general-manager, I found myself retired with nothing to do. One day after finishing the New York Times crossword puzzle, I noticed it included an atypical word, “B-I-B-L-E.” From the depths of my subconscious sparked a pledge made long, long ago amidst the mayhem of calamity. At a family reunion in 1959, my boyish curiosity led me to climb a one-hundred-foot waterfall at Turner Falls, Oklahoma. I was having a great time looking down on the action when my foot slipped on a mossy rock. Suddenly I found myself in the water, vaulting over the edge. As you might expect, life images flashed in a panic-plunge toward the abyss. Somehow, in that short span, I managed a good, long talk with my Maker. I promised God that if he would only allow me to live, I would read every word of the Holy Bible. Hence at age fifty-two, in the year 2000, I resolved it was high-time to fulfill my contract. 
 


Little did I know when I began that marathon, it would be the most exciting adventure of my life. The last thing I expected was to write a book. I mean, tell me, what hasn’t been written about the Holy Bible? I started with the Guideposts Parallel Bible, placing four common translations at my fingertips. Only about ten pages into the mammoth text, I came across Genesis 6:1-4. It was an oddball little story about “sons of God” coming down from heaven to have sex with beautiful earth-women. What?
I was shocked! After some forty years of church-going, I thought I’d heard every verse in the Good Book. Plowing through the rest of Genesis, I was stunned to find stories of genocide, slavery and mutilation. To index those little conversation starters, I pulled out a spiral notebook and noted each mysterious passage. Some six months later, I found myself staring at four thick notebooks full of ENIGMA, any of which would shock the pants off both the atheist and the evangelical. To this day, I struggle to understand how such lexis could remain shrouded, commonly unnoticed, virtually invisible in the most popular book on the face of the earth. 

 


As soon as it dawned on me that I had a potential bestseller, I began to feel very uneasy with the entire notion of critiquing “God’s Word.” As a born-again Christian, the very idea of doubting the Holy Bible was foreign to my ethos. About to give up on the project, I met with divine intervention! Suffice it to say, God made it clear I should take a good, hard look at those most bizarre Bible passages, many of which paint Jehovah into a dark, sinister corner. Six more months of research, prayer and consternation resulted in a well defined mission. I would attempt to expose the dogma of inerrancy and every Bible verse with clear potential for misrepresenting God’s will. Faced with my own ineptitude, choked with doubt and struggling to deliver, I got help directly from the Source, the Prime Contractor of the Cosmos. I’ll never know why I was chosen for this work, but I consider it a divine calling.
 


Holy ENIGMA! was three years in the making. It evolved from a humor book, to a theology book, to a philosophy book, to somewhere in between. Because I take my religion seriously and have great respect for the Holy Bible, I’ve rewritten this book so many times as to be haunted by the challenge. All my life I’ve heard baseless arguments trying to explain away troublesome Bible issues, and it dawned on me that no one had thought to ask God about the Good Book. I’ve come to believe the Creator wants us to read, think, take note and stand up for His side of the story. I concluded it might just be helpful to lay all the dirty laundry right out on the table and let readers decide for themselves. Chapters 1, 2 and 3 take on the dogma of biblical inerrancy. Chapters 4, 5 and 6 cover many of the most troublesome passages in the Old and New Testaments. Chapter 7 briefs the entire book of Revelation, and Chapter 8 offers a prayer of reconciliation.
 


Besides thanking God Almighty, who made this work possible, I would like to thank my readers, Jess Ward, David Felfoldi, Mike and Charlotte Jensen and Sandra McLeod who were greatly helpful bringing the book to its final form. Sandra McLeod edited the original manuscript with great skill and wisdom pushing the work in an entirely new direction, and for that, I am very grateful. Others like James Moore and Jean Marlar put me onto material critical for understanding the evolution of the Holy Bible. In general I would like to thank all those in my life who gave me the courage to go against the current and launch my little skiff into the black froth of Holy ENIGMA!
 




Introduction
 



 
 


Whether or not you’ve read the Holy Bible, you will find it entertaining to ponder those mysterious passages which rarely see the light of day. The Bible covers an amazing collection of topics: the creation of the universe, bestiality, young love, table manners, incest, the Ark of the Covenant, bowel movements and the end of the earth, just to offer a few. 

 


Even though the Holy Bible has many wonderful things to teach us, there are a few underlying themes which appear discordant, especially in light of present-day culture. The God of the ancient Hebrew is painted as a fearsome cartoon character, one who came to our planet to live in a tent and mingle with just one small band of warriors. He walked among Israeli soldiers and stood beside them in battle, joining the fray to exterminate Gentiles. The Jehovah of the Old Testament demanded bloody sacrifices and later said he was misunderstood. He discriminated against non-Jews and women but said he was impartial. He rescued the Hebrews from Babylon merely to protect his own reputation, “lest the Egyptians might laugh.” He said sons would not be punished for the sins of their fathers, then wiped out entire nations for the behavior of patriarchs. In a startling transition from Old Testament to New, the concept of “afterlife” emerges and Jehovah, the angry warlord, inexplicably transforms into a meek and all-loving parent. The Bible says God chose to spill the blood of his own divine child so that unrighteous earthlings might join him in heaven. Even more shocking, his Son, Jesus Christ, remarked to his disciples that he was sent to earth “only to the lost sheep of Israel,”
in the same breath referring to Gentiles as “dogs.” Such a convolution of ideas can be overwhelming, even to the most faithful reader who honestly tries to maintain that every word in the Bible is, in fact, the true word of God. Some biblical content screams hypocrisy, some is horrifying, some is sexy and some is downright hilarious. If you think comic strips are funny, wait until you read the book of Proverbs!
 


For curious explorers of ancient writings, for those who would dare probe the “dogma of inerrancy,” for believers who would honestly strive to understand the true will of our Creator, this book dives headlong into the high seas of Holy ENIGMA! In an ongoing dialog with God, the born-again layman, Luke Twain, offers a distinctive approach to unlocking some of the Bible’s darkest comedy. 

 



 
 

Chapter 1.
 

The Written Word of God?
 



 
 

OF THE ENORMITY OF LITERATURE penned over the ages, one writing stands above all. No single text has earned the popularity, longevity or the perpetual influence on moral views and social norms as that of the Holy Bible. Thousands of years after it was written by a mysterious group of Iron Age Hebrews, this work still captures the faith of billions. The Bible, in its many translations, remains a bestseller even in modern, cynical and somewhat amoral times. Common behaviors of modern Jews, Christians, Muslims, and yes, even atheists are shaped by this timeless masterpiece, a manuscript which many entitle “The Greatest Story Ever Told” and others refer to lovingly as the “Good Book.” 

 


I was raised in the church and taught to believe the Holy Bible is spiritually pure, inerrant and authoritative. Most of my life I just assumed the Good Book was penned by God, himself, through the accurately guided fingers of man. I’m proud to call myself a practicing Christian, a believer and a dedicated churchgoer, and I remain loyal to the idea that the Bible is sacred and undoubtedly The
Greatest Story Ever Told. I also trust the word of God lives in the Holy Bible. However, I once believed the entire content, every English word, verse and book of the Bible was from God. Now, I’m not quite so sure. 

 


Whence did this shadow of doubt fall? Well, I recently did something very few people do. After fifty years of listening to others interpret the Bible, I finally made the effort to read the Good Book for myself, every word, cover-to-cover. I didn’t just read it—I consumed it with an inquisitive mind, studying the literal meaning of several translations. I also studied the process by which the English versions came about. To be perfectly honest, I discovered a few things about the Bible that were pretty disturbing. I was shocked to find some passages that even came across as ungodly. As a matter of fact, some seemed to slander the Creator and disparage Jesus Christ. I found a number of stories about the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, which, based on my own understanding that the divine Trinity entails an omnipotent, omnipresent and all-loving Creator, couldn’t possibly be true. In the end, I came to the conclusion that anyone who reads the entire work carefully and still believes every word to be from God, must be peering through rose-colored glasses or maybe even welders goggles. Holy blinders, Bat Man! What did it say?
 


If the divinity of every word in the Bible is a cornerstone of your faith, I respect those beliefs, and you are not alone. I wouldn’t encourage anyone toward a conclusion that the Holy Bible is a hoax or a fraud. Millions of good people believe the Bible is absolutely inerrant. Well meaning volumes, like the Life Application Study Bible (1997),
gloss over the more difficult passages, offering comfort to readers who might be troubled by puzzling lexis. Other works, like The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict (1999, Josh D. McDowell), go to great lengths to “prove” the Bible is inerrant. McDowell relies heavily on the apostle Paul, “All scripture is God breathed,” (2 Timothy 3:16) deducing the Bible cannot contain errors “in that which it affirms.” Why? Because Paul says so!
 


In his own words, McDowell argues inerrancy.
 

 


 


The Bible claims to be inspired by God. And if it is from God, then we can logically assume that the Bible is without error, or inerrant...The character of God demands inerrancy. If every utterance in the Bible is from God and God is a God of truth, as the Bible declares Him to be, then the Bible must be wholly truthful, or inerrant.



 

 



 


Let’s just think that through for a moment. Somebody needs to stand up for God here! First, it’s a generalization to say the Bible claims to be inspired by God. John and Paul claimed their works to be inspired, but no other biblical author did so. Second, who says “every utterance in the Bible is from God?” Did anyone think to ask God about that? All you have to do is read the book, and I promise you one thing—you will see that every biblical word is clearly not “from God.” Oh, you want an example? Let’s see, so many to choose from. Okay, if you must have proof, here’s one from ancient Hebrew law.
 

 


 


Deuteronomy 23:1 If a man’s testicles are crushed or his penis is cut off, he shall not enter the sanctuary. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Would you argue that utterance came from God? Hmmm, testicles, testicles, that reminds me of another one.
 

 


 


Deuteronomy 25:11-12 If two men fight and one’s wife tries to help by grabbing the testicles of the other man, her hand will be cut off without pity. (Living Bible)

 

 


 


Yikes!
 


The Bible was written over a period of one thousand years by hundreds of known and unknown authors, so how could it be expected to accurately reflect the integrity of our Creator?
How could any sin-soaked human manage to document the pure essence of God? I don’t see the logic in assuming absolute perfection in an ancient book with over one million words, penned by a people who had microscopic knowledge limits, a book surviving countless translations and hundreds of years of infighting over which words would be sanctified and which would be condemned. 

 


McDowell admits that minor errors have found their way into modern Bibles, claiming only the original, handwritten scrolls to be inerrant. However, he concludes God’s message has been accurately assembled and translated over the ages with divine inspiration. He compiles a great deal of evidence, philosophical thought, scholarly research and common logic to support his claims, but he fails to specifically address the more troubling passages. McDowell dismisses any such discourse with the notion that we cannot use human sentiment to question God’s biblical behavior, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor or your ways My ways, says the Lord.” (Isaiah 55:8) If his logic is correct, then I have to ask, how can we depend on “human sentiment” to write an inerrant Bible?
 


Most evangelicals contend the Bible is without flaw. However, there are millions of believers and religious scholars on the other side of the issue. Were the ancient Scriptures referred to by Jesus the very same words we read in our English translations? Would the New Testament, penned decades after the resurrection, also be inerrant? Catholics and Protestants don’t even agree on which books should be in the New Testament. Since the original, biblical text was hand-written long, long ago on perishable materials, no complete original has ever been found, and we can never know the absolute truth in this matter. Some argue that if God wanted us to know his inerrant word, he would’ve found a way to preserve it. After all, we do believe he went to the trouble to carve the Ten Commandments in stone. McDowell dismisses this concept, postulating that God destroyed the original scrolls, so they would not be idol worshiped. Hmmm?
 


In my Bible reading venture, after a great deal of thought and prayer, I found myself compelled to set out on a daunting expedition. With God’s help, I sought to identify all those passages and precepts in our English Bibles which appear, at least on the surface, to be godless, anti-God, the misguided words of man or simple, literary gaffes. Do you have to be a theologian or an expert in ancient linguistics to make such judgments? No. If you can read and understand plain English, don’t take my word for it—just take a good look at the words and judge for yourself. In my mind, those who contend—if any one word of the Bible is proven false, God will quickly die on the vine—do more harm than good by taking commonsense out of religion. I’ve come to the conclusion that, for the most part, the more troubling quotations speak for themselves. All you have to do is take the time to read them, then pray to your Maker and ask for divine guidance.
 


For almost three decades, one of the most freethinking denominations, the United Methodist Church, has been debating the veracity of the Bible and its authority over modern Christians. This controversy is examined in a position paper entitled, United Methodist Authority and the Question of Inerrancy, by Reverend Dale Tedder, a prolific theologian and respected believer. 

 

 


 


United Methodist liberals suggest the Bible is a culturally, geographically, and time-bound book. Because of its antiquity, it cannot exercise absolute authority over its modern readers. Thus, while the Bible is authoritative for the Church, there are limitations placed on it by virtue of its pre-modern settings and assumptions. 


 

 



 


United Methodist evangelicals assert that Scripture is authoritative because it is the inspired Word of God. That is, the authors of Scripture were inspired by God. Therefore, the Bible is authoritative because it is essentially from God and not merely a human document.



 

 



 


Regardless how we believers may view the Bible, there are a few very serious questions that keep popping into my own mind. How does our Father feel about the Good Book? Has anyone asked His opinion? Does God endorse the entire content of our English translations? Is it just possible our Creator is not delighted with some of the text? Are you sure? What if the Bible said our Lord spent his free time wagering with the Devil, authorizing Satan to torture the world’s most righteous man and to kill his innocent children for sport? Would you still believe the Bible is inerrant? Read the Old Testament book of Job. What if the Bible said the female gender represents the very essence of evil, and women should keep quiet in church and never be allowed to teach men? Turn to Zechariah 5:5-8 and 1Timothy 2:11-14. What if the Bible said our loving Father commanded Jewish warriors to invade another land and kidnap teenage girls for their own pleasure? How would you feel about that one? Don’t take my word, pick up your Bible and read Numbers 31:15-18. What if your trusty Bible gave you the following guidance on choosing domestic help, “of the heathen . . . of them ye shall buy bondmen and bondmaids and they shall be your possession?” (Leviticus 25:44-48). Once again I have to ask, are you absolutely certain God is happy with every word in your Holy Bible? 

 


When we discuss the true word of God, I think we owe it to our Creator to pose a few humble questions. I don’t think anyone will ever forget that notorious line of Bill Clinton, words given under the intense scrutiny of sex-scandal interrogation, “Well, that just depends on what the definition of is is.” When we say the Bible is God’s true
word, what exactly do we mean by that? If you’d like to take the position that every word in the Bible is true, historical fact, the least amount of probing will prove you wrong. Although some of the Good Book emulates historical chronology, a great portion comprises dreams, visions, campfire legends, songs, poems and metaphors, which any reader can see were never intended to be passed off as factual truth. The parables of Jesus Christ are a good example of this. Those allegories, upon which Jesus crafted his sermons, were employed as a clever teaching tool. There is no need for anyone to claim the actual words in the parables comprise true stories. The very definition of “parable” is a fabrication designed to illustrate moral truth. 

 


Now let’s ponder the notion of “words.” What would you guess is the language of choice for God? Does God speak French, Chinese or just ancient Hebrew? Does God speak English? Why would the Creator of the universe feel a need to strike his position in earthman lingo? Did God write the Bible through the divine manipulation of human fingers? Does God tell us the Bible is his word? Did God personally manage all the translations and evolutions of the Good Book? Did God decide which books would be put in the Bible and which would be left out? If so, which of the Jews, Catholics and Protestants were the most inspired? If inspired people wrote the Bible, were their words influenced in the least by their own knowledge boundaries and prejudices? Whoa! Here’s a question I’ve never heard anyone ask—could it be that God is downright angry with some of the words penned in the Good Book? Is there any possibility it might be a great sin against our Creator to believe every
word in the Holy Bible? Hmmm?
 


If we believers agree amongst ourselves that the Bible contains the living word of God, do we have the courage to ponder even more fundamental questions? Exactly what is a W-O-R-D, anyway? Everybody knows that, right? The dictionary defines W-O-R-D as “that which is spoken” or “the graphic representation of a sound or series of sounds which conveys meaning.” I think we would all agree on that definition. But, as in most languages, the complete definition of W-O-R-D isn’t so simple. Webster complicates matters by throwing in five more definitions.
Any skilled crossword puzzler knows W-O-R-D
can also mean “a command” or “the gospel.” It can mean “a pact” or “a dispute.” Wait a minute! How can the exact same W-O-R-D convey both agreement and conflict? Aren’t those rival concepts? Which definition, then, would we lay on God’s W-O-R-D?
 


You might argue I’m being way too picky here. Everyone knows what the symbols W-O-R-D stand for, when they’re combined and matched with other symbols in the context of a sentence. But if we’re going to discuss the true W-O-R-D of God, don’t you think we ought to pay a whole lot of attention to the definition of W-O-R-D and what the symbols in the Bible actually say and mean in their literal sense? For example, ancient Hebrew uses the exact same group of symbols, the same W-O-R-D to represent two distinct concepts, “a young girl” and “a virgin.” So then, in the context of translating the Bible, was Mary a young girl when Jesus Christ was conceived, or was she a virgin? Is the accurate interpretation of that ancient W-O-R-D important to your faith? On a greater scale, the significance is so immense, it alienates millions of Jews and Christians. So then tell me—how would an unbiased translator know which way to turn?
 


Let’s get back to the more basic, graphical representation of W-O-R-D. The fundamental language of the Old Testament comprised a group of symbols we think of as consonants. In other words, the text of the original Bible was written by hand on scrolls, and for the sake of brevity, every vowel was left out. To understand ancient Hebrew writings, the reader had to learn both the sounds associated with the consonant symbols and how to re-insert the proper vowels. Consider this quote from the Preface of the Revised Standard Version.
 

 


 


The present revision is based on the consonantal Hebrew and Aramaic text as fixed early in the Christian era and revised by Jewish scholars (Masoretes) of the sixth to ninth centuries. The vowel signs, which were added by the Masoretes, are accepted also in the main, but where a more probable and convincing reading can be obtained by assuming differ-ent vowels, this has been done.

 

 



 


How interesting! More probable and convincing? Convincing of what and to whom? In the time of Moses, very few people were educated in any language. One must then question, what if the reader, interpreter or translator of various scrolls inserted the wrong vowel? What would happen to our W-O-R-D,
for example, if we accidentally inserted an “a,” an “e” or an “i?” Just how close are the meanings of word, weird, wired and ward? 

 


Most modern Bibles carry a lot of footnotes. Quite often the translators note, “The meaning of this ancient Hebrew word is unclear, lost or completely unknown.” If you believe every word in your English Bible to be divine, does that footnote bother you? How accurate are our modern translations? Pick up your Bible and carefully read the Preface. I expect you’ve never even noticed the following quotes, which are taken directly from the Bibles on my bookshelf.
 



 
 


The King James Version of the New Testament was based upon a Greek text that was marred by mistakes, containing the accumulated errors of fourteen centuries of manuscript copying.

 

 



 


Like all translations of the Bible, made as they are by imperfect man, this one undoubtedly falls short of its goals.

 

 



 


There are dangers in paraphrases, as well as values. For whenever the author’s exact words are not translated from the original languages, there is a possibility that the translator, however honest, may be giving the English reader something that the original writer did not mean to say.

 

 



 


Because of unhappy experience with unauthorized publications, in the two decades between 1881 and 1901, which tampered with the text of the English Revised Version in the supposed interest of the American public, the American Standard Version was copyrighted.

 

 



 


Words are just words, right? How stable are the meanings of words over centuries? Here we find another interesting disclaimer.
 

 



 


The greatest problem, however, is presented by the English words which are still in constant use but now convey a different meaning from that which they had in 1611 in the King James Version.

 

 



 


Keep in mind, the stated “problem” is bounded by a period of only four centuries. How then would you expect the definition of words to evolve over four millennia? If we go beyond the graphical aspects of linguistics, what else can we say about words in the Bible? What are words to us humans, and what are words to God? Was language a gift from God, or a powerful tool we invented like, say, the personal computer? The Bible has some very interesting things to say about human babble. You might even remember a story about a very special tower, the Tower of Babel. 

 

 


 


Genesis 11:1-7 And the whole earth was of one language . . .

 


And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there.

 


And they said to one another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar.

 


And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven . . .

 


And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded.

 


And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do; and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.

 


Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they might not understand one another’s speech. (King James)

 

 


 


Do you believe this to be a true story or only a legend told by Moses to account for the confusion of human languages? McDowell offers linguistic, archeological and historical evidence to support the accuracy of this tale. Truth or parable, these verses clearly say the organized babble of mankind threatens the majesty of God—man’s common language goes against God’s will. Holy patois!
 


You don’t have to read very far in the Good Book to see that God’s perfect plan was quite heavenly. We didn’t have to memorize the Ten Commandments nor struggle to obey them. We didn’t have to become born-again Christians and be baptized. All we had to do was lie around buck-naked, cuddling our girlfriends, drinking wine and eating pears in a plush resort. Genesis clearly states that God intended for us to remain in the Garden of Eden, fat, dumb and happy. We had it made! We just had to follow one simple rule, some trifle about a fruit tree. But, ooh nooo, Eve wouldn’t stand for that. She had to go muck up paradise by convincing Adam to munch the forbidden fruit. No, it wasn’t an apple, it was the “fruit of knowledge.” With knowledge came those troubling words, right, wrong, good,
evil, human sexuality became pornography, and fig leaves came to dominate fashion. 

 


Life for mankind was pretty much downhill from the fall of Adam and Eve, a lot of words, knowledge and grief. As a matter of fact, knowledge and words go hand in hand. Aren’t they really the same thing? How can you have knowledge without words, or words without knowledge? Ergo, speaking biblically, human words do not appear to be a gift from God. Genesis is clear—words
and
knowledge
are,
in fact, the forbidden fruit, that which God opposed giving man in the first place. So why then would the very same God turn right around and hand us a monstrous basket full of forbidden fruit, the Holy Bible that is? Logically, it doesn’t make much sense.
 


After reading the Bible with great care, I would say the vast majority of it appears to be rock-solid, offering a shining path to divine understanding. A disproportionate few words, however, seem so outlandish, it’s almost impossible to rationalize how anyone could claim they are mysterious words
of God. Let’s be truthful here. By modern standards, in light of our own biases as “civilized” human beings, some parts of the Bible paint Jehovah with a pretty dark brush. There are quite a few words in the Old Testament imaging our loving Father as a bloodthirsty commando, helping the Hebrews to bash in the brains of heathen babies and to abduct young girls. You don’t believe me? Don’t worry, I will show you all those verses and more. And take my word for this—unless you read the Bible for yourself, you will never see them anywhere else! You’ve got to wonder how God feels about such claims. How would you feel? What if you went to all the trouble to create, nurture and rescue the human race only to suffer such bad press? 

 


Well then, let’s pull back the covers, take a candid look at the Bible and see if it might just open the door to a broader acceptance of God and a better understanding of his message. I want my purpose in this work to be crystal clear. I have no desire to discredit the Good Book nor convince a single person that this sacred text is phony. In fact, I was inspired to write this book to motivate a new surge of interest in the Holy Bible, where I firmly believe the holy word resides. If you want to find God’s word, all you have to do is open its pages and start reading. But I’ve also come to the belief that the Bible is not perfect. If you look hard enough, you can find bloopers aplenty. 

 


At the very least, the Bible offers an almost voyeuristic look into a human saga which began some fifty centuries ago. The fact that the Bible was penned by an ancient people who had the acumen and foresight to preserve the work through millennia is a miracle, in itself. For those who are awed by ancient history, archeology and anthropology, the Good Book is a remarkable treasure. I sincerely hope my work encourages people to pick up their Bibles, blow off the dust and start reading. Enjoy the adventure! While you’re at it, you won’t have any trouble discovering what God wants you to know. 

 


No one human has all the answers, and we never will. Wouldn’t it be better to laugh at our spiritual failings and invite others to laugh along with us? Shouldn’t we study the Bible honestly? When doubt raises its ugly head, shouldn’t we err on the side of those good guys in white hats, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the omniscient source of our being? Why is it so hard for us to confess we’re human, we’re sinners, and we all make mistakes? If we humans screwed up the word of God, why don’t we just admit it and move on? 

 


The absolute divinity of the Bible is simply a matter of one’s personal faith. If you believe in your heart all the words in the Bible are divine, then they are just that in your faith, and that’s all that matters. However, for those who may be concerned with what is said about our Creator, we’ll take a closer look at inexplicable notions which float through the Bible like demons on a dark, Halloween night. In the chapters to follow, we’ll dig into mystifying text you’ll never hear in church. For those with a mind for enigma, I invite you to follow me boldly into the baffling arena of the biblically weird.
 



 
 

Chapter 2.
 

Faith, Religion and a Little Humor
 



 
 

HOLY BIBLE HUMOR! HAVE YOU READ much of the Bible? You have? Did you think it was funny? No? Do you think anything about religion is the least bit comical? How about those guys on TV, those doomsdayers with big hair, the ones who spit hellfire and damnation while waving the Bible around like a Samurai sword? What about that Cajun preacher, Jesse Duplantis? You’ve got to admit, that guy’s a scream. How about the holy-rollers, arm wavers, tongue-babblers or those faith-healers who drop their victims to the floor like zombies? Do they make you snicker? Come on now, be honest, not even a brief chuckle now and then? Nary a smirk? If not, you might well fall in with the hardcore “evangelical,” and you had just as well put this book down now, because you won’t like it. Just save yourself the trouble and give it to someone with a biblical sense of humor. If you haven’t read the Good Book, you’ll be shocked to learn it’s not just a bunch of “thee’s” and “thou’s.” It’s a fascinating treasure chest of stories loaded with humor, both good and bad, and all kinds of other stuff, a little something for everyone. Would you believe there’s one entire book dedicated to human sexuality (Song of Songs) and another book championed by atheists (Ecclesiastes)? No, really, it’s true!
 


For over forty years, since I was baptized at age eleven, I’ve called myself a Christian, anchored with firm belief in the absolute divinity of the Holy Bible. My early childhood flourished in the small town of Greenville, Texas, a little town near Dallas with a church on every corner. I clearly recall the very first song I ever learned:
 



 
 


Jesus loves me. This I know.

 


For the Bible tells me so.

 


Little ones to Him belong.

 

They are weak, but He is strong.

 

 



 


Before crossing the thresholds of public education, my earliest training came at home at the dinner table, where my father always said grace, and at church in Sunday school and Vacation Bible School. My memories of Bible school are quite vivid. You wouldn’t be too far from the mark if you said my brother and I were the very clones of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn. We lived on the outer perimeter of town and spent much of our free time in the woods or lurking around scant neighborhoods up to no good. Through the course of those hot, East Texas summers, we pretty well managed to avoid wearing shoes twenty-four hours a day. Summer was the best, right up to that one dreaded week in July, that week dedicated to VBS—Vacation Bible School. My seven-year-old brain was incapable of figuring how those two words, “vacation” and “school,” could be used in the same breath. I’ll never forget the utter humiliation when my mom made me put on buckle-top shoes, navy-blue short-pants and a crisp, white shirt. Even worse, she insisted on holding my hand as we marched into throngs of children gathered at the First Christian Church. It was a fate worse than death! Besides, everyone knew it would take valuable time away from more honorable endeavors like skinny dippin’, crawdad fishin’ and frog giggin.’ I wasn’t old enough to read much, but I was trained to finger-paint Bible scenes, memorize Bible verses and sing Bible songs. What else would you expect of VBS? Like every other dumb kid there, I just did my penance while daydreaming about mud holes, BB guns, cowboys and injuns, bank robbers, window peepin’ and going off to war, and such.
 


Things were different then. I clearly remember the first grade at Greenville Elementary when Bible verses and morning prayer were read over the intercom. Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance, and “under God” was spouted by every teacher and student. God forbid! If you didn’t participate with enthusiasm, you were sent to the principal’s office to get your fanny blistered. Yeeeoooweee! I’ll never forget those big paddles drilled full of holes to make them swing faster. Looking back, I think we were lucky to have such a simple and strong foundation. Of course, we were no different from kids today. We got into loads of trouble, but at least we had a pretty clear picture of what was right and what was wrong. I feel for kids in these troubled times. We Baby Boomers set such a poor example—I don’t think our kids know what to believe. It’s no wonder that, in the 50’s, we grew up with a clear understanding that the Holy Bible was the Cosmic Constitution, the foolproof foundation for all truth, wisdom and justice. 

 


Back in the year 2000, as a retirement project, I decided to take on a long-aspired, Bible-reading marathon. After focusing many months of concentrated effort to examine all the material in four English translations (King James, Revised Standard, New International and Living Bible), I came to look at the Bible in a different light. Through the course of that venture, my troubled mind kept drifting back to the inexplicable words of Genesis 6:1-4. Don’t worry—we will get to that passage soon enough.
 


One brisk day in January three years ago, I was sitting at my computer struggling to figure how to write a piece on controversial Bible passages when Voila!, a true miracle occurred. I got down on my knees right in front of my keyboard and asked God to open my mind and help me understand the truth about the Holy Bible and to find a surefire way to encourage others to read it. So, where’s the miracle you ask? The miracle was—HE ANSWERED ME! No, there was no earth-shattering vision, and no, my computer didn’t catch fire, but from that time on, God began to feed me bits and pieces of the solution to one of the most difficult puzzles of all time, the Rubik’s Cube of biblical veracity. Is the Bible, cover to cover, God’s true word? On numerous occasions, I honestly felt I could hear God speaking to my heart as fingers flew over the keyboard. In the process of creating this work, I’ve enjoyed more dialogue and a closer relationship with my Creator than at any other time in my life. Without question, I believe God called me to write this book. Why would our Creator want you to question the Holy Bible? Well, believe it or not, Jehovah has a few things he’d like to share on the subject, and who’s going to argue with God Almighty?
 


Because of my own beliefs, I’ve held from the very beginning that challenging the Bible is like standing on one’s roof during a lightning storm, cursing God with a seven-iron. I will freely admit to anyone, without God’s help, I wouldn’t have had the courage to put some of these thoughts on paper. Every day, I pray this work will find its proper way to serve our Creator, a divine essence so generous he actually agreed to lend me a helping hand. After considerable internal struggle, I decided it might even be helpful to share some of our little chit-chats with you, the most honorable reader. Fasten your seatbelts! Unlike some people I know, God has a sense of humor.
 



 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven . . . Did you hear the one about the priest and the rabbi? They went on a fishing trip and both fell head over heals in love with the same mermaid.
 

 
 

Heard it.
 



 
 

How about the Baptist preacher and the nun? They met one night at a Bat Mitzvah and debated the Gnostic Gospels? 

 



 
 

Heard that one too.
Don’t you have any new jokes. How about those redneck jokes? Yeah, I like those. Some of my best creations were often sunburned in the field—Moses, Isaac, Abraham.
 



 
 

Redneck jokes? Sorry God, I believe those are the exclusive property of a comedian, a very fine Christian that is, a fellow named Jeff Foxworthy. As a matter of fact, he used to go to my church.
 



 
 

Exclusive property? Who do you think gave him his sense 

 

of humor? 

 



 
 

Okay, Okay, I’ll try . . . Uhhh, you know you’re a redneck when you use the family Bible to wallpaper your outhouse.
 



 
 

That wasn’t very funny. Try again!
 



 
 

How about this one? When you fail to give your son a Christian name, because you can’t find an apostle named Bubba, you’ll know you’re a redneck!
 

 
 

Ha! Not bad, but you can do better.
 



 
 

Yes, God, I’ll try to come up with something, right after I finish this book.
 



 
 


Hey Bubba, listen up! Are you sure you want to write a humor book about the Bible? Don’t you know those two words don’t often go together—Bible and humor. Most people don’t find the Scriptures very funny.


 

 


 

It’s my wife’s fault.
 



 
 


Don’t blame Peggy, just because she has a habit of losing it in church to the giggles. You better watch your step, buddy!
 

 


 

Come on God, give me a break. I’m a writer. I’m trying to make a living here.
 



 
 

Well, if you’re going to write about the Bible, how about doing me a little favor?
 



 
 

Sure, God, anything. But what could I possibly do for you?
 



 
 


Just tell your readers that no matter what you people hear, I am no warmonger, I do not hate Gentiles, I respect females and adore children, I loath the very thought of slavery, and I really do love everyone on earth just the same.
 



 
 

Yes God, I’ll do my best. But a lot of people are going to be angry with me. We love to study the Bible, but we don’t feel very comfortable probing it. Besides, the Good Book says some pretty awful things about you.
 



 
 

I know exactly what it says. Just speak from your heart, my son, and everything will work out. Trust me!
 



 
 

Thank you, God, but please, stick with me on this. I’m no theologian—I need your help big time! This project is like plodding through a minefield in water-skis.
 



 
 

So, you think I’ve nothing better to do? 

 



 
 

Yeah, I know you’re busy, Lord. The universe is a big place. But you created this whole mess! You know every hair on my head, and you can do anything that tickles your fancy. Let’s just say I’d be forever grateful if you’d find it in your heart to throw a little assistance in my direction. If there’s any little thing, anything at all in our English translations of the Holy Bible you’re the least bit unhappy with, I’d be ever so honored to pass it on.
 



 
 

Okay then, quit blabbering and get on with it. Show me a few pages.
 



 
 

Yes, Sir!
 



 
 


How do you feel about “Our Father . . . who art in heaven?” Do you believe he has a funny bone? Does God sit around up there with a big frown on his face, or does he look down at earth from time to time and rip off a big belly laugh? I certainly hope he’s laughing, because earthlings have done some pretty funny things in his name. Those Crusades were pretty funny, or how about those Salem Witch Trials? Did you know the Good Book provided the legal groundwork
for those “trials?” (Exodus 22:18) What do you figure the Creator thinks of the Holy Bible? Did he write the book himself through ancient scribes? Does he claim every syllable as his sacred uttering, or does he think of it more as a human tragedy or maybe even a comic book? Well, I’m no expert, but after reading it for myself, I have to be honest—I was shocked! If Jehovah isn’t laughing, we better start watching the skies for a huge asteroid or maybe another forty-day downpour. Of course, we’re not supposed to have to worry about floods. Most everyone knows what the Bible says on that one. 

 

 


 


Genesis 9:14-15 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. (New International Version)

 

 


 


But, if you haven’t read the Bible you may not know God changed his mind several times according to the Old Testament. Only ten chapters after Noah’s ark, Sodom and Gomorrah needed to be nuked, so God flooded those fornicating party dudes with hot tar. 

 



 
 


Genesis 19:24-25 Then the Lord rained down fire and flaming tar from heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and utterly destroyed them, along with all the other cities and villages of the plain, eliminating all life—people, plants, and animals alike. (Living Bible)

 

 



 

 Yeah, you could make a reasonable argument that God’s exact promise to “every being” was not to employ floods as a killing tool, and the word “flood” strongly implies the use of water. He didn’t say a thing about raining down boiling tar to eliminate “all life.” Okay, I’ll buy that, but in the prophecies of Jeremiah, genocide by H20 appears twice more when God decided to rid the world of Philistines and Babylonians.
 

 



 


Jeremiah 47:2-4 This is what the Lord says: See how the waters are rising in the north; they will become an overflowing torrent. They will overflow the land and everything in it, the towns and those who live in them. The people will cry out; all who dwell in the land will wail at the sound of hoofs of galloping steeds, at the noise of empty chariots and the rumble of their wheels. Fathers will not turn to help their children; their hands will hang limp. For the day has come to destroy the Philistines. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Jeremiah 51:41-42 What a horror Babylon will be among the nations! The sea will rise over Babylon; its roaring waves will cover her. (New International Version)

 



 
 


Well then, what do you think? Should we get out there and buy more flood insurance? Over a thousand years of Jewish history, from the time of Moses to the reign of the great Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, every time the Hebrews started acting like a bunch of godless pagans, God warned he would do no less than nuke’em’til they glow! The history of Israel is a succession of spiritual peaks and wealth under patriarchs like Abraham, David and Solomon followed by idolatry and persecution under wicked judges and kings. Many of the Jewish rulers like Jeroboam, Ahab and Manasseh would fall more in the category of that gooey fungus which lies just beneath a thick layer of pond-scum. Those bad boys were collectively responsible for the demise of Israel and returning the Jews to slavery in Babylon. Hundreds of godly warnings of genocide against the Jews are found in the prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. God tormented over all the sins of his chosen people, but what really seemed to inspire divine anger was their constant regression to idols and roasting their own children over sacrificial altars (Deuteronomy 18:10-12, Leviticus 18:21, Ezekiel 16:21-22, Jeremiah 7:30-31).
 


So stop reading for a moment and look around you. Check the newspaper, watch TV, scan the Internet. How do you assess the moral character of the world today? Do you see any sinners, backsliders or sodomizers? How about our homosexual friends we giggle at when they’re marching in those feathery costumes for Gay Pride? How about heterosexual favorites like premarital sex, wife swapping, office affairs and abortion? What about the more innocent carnal pastimes like Sex and the City, the Victoria Secret Fashion Show, the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Edition and that hot new video, Girls Gone Wild? The least skilled Internet surfer can display smut on a nineteen-inch computer screen that would make Sodom and Gomorrah look like a Baptist tea party. Today, porn is a multibillion-dollar enterprise. You may not know that the penalty for all such behavior under the Old Testament would’ve been execution by stoning. Time out! Another massive water-show? A cosmic doozie, a real humdinger might be just around the corner. Sodom and Gomorrah II? Exactly how bad must it get before we should expect cataclysmic extinction? 

 


Of course, we modern humans are very resourceful. We’re not going to just sit around like those ancient Jews, waiting to be wiped out every time God gets mad. For one thing we invented life, medical, flood and hazard insurance. Even better, we’ve worked very hard at creating a whole family of rituals to protect us from hell-fire-and-damnation and that big waterfall in the sky. Yep, that’s right, we’ve got a worship service for any occasion and a religious flavor for just about any taste. We’ve got your Catholics, Protestants, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus with hundreds of factions in between. Over the last millennium, man has invented more shades of religion than anyone can count. 

 


If we make the reasonable assumption our Creator wants us to honor Him, give thanks for our blessings, study rules for moral living, help those less fortunate and bring others to the cause, we have the fundamental building blocks for a church. But look what churches have done over the ages. We have Protestants killing Catholics, Jews killing Gentiles, Muslims killing Infidels, Hindus killing Muslims, pioneers killing “those red savages” (and, of course, you can switch all those around) mostly all in the name of Give Me That Old Time Religion. Even my beloved Christianity has a few blots on its record. Let’s see—there was the carnage of the Crusades. I think Muslims are still upset over that one. C’mon Osama, get over it, will yah? It’s been a thousand years already!  Then, there was the Inquisition. Oh yeah, almost forgot what the Spanish did to Native Americans, all in the good name of God. Today, we have thousands of different sects worshiping all kinds of things which have little or nothing to do with our Creator, and a whole lot of killing goes on and on and on. 

 


It’s not all bad news though. There is one bright spot. How about that great, religious institution only we Americans could have invented—TV EVANGELISM? Now, those televangelists have done a wonderful job raising the image of the faithful. Sure, there are a few true disciples like Billy Graham and John Ed Mathison. But for every good one, there are just too many freaks out there in TV-land who are obviously in it for themselves. 

 

 


 


Now you did it! You just lost half your audience.
 

 


 

Sorry, God, somebody’s got to say this. I’m sure you remember what you said in Jeremiah 8:8.
 

 


 


Okay. Okay. Go ahead.
 

 


 


Although some of these people are pretty darn comical, I don’t think God is laughing at Jim Baker and Tammy Faye, Crying Jimmy Swaggart and others like that huge-haired TV lady. What’s her name? She’s the one with the monster, platinum wig who sits on a gold-plated throne and swabs mascara while telling her favorite tear-jerkers and beseeching more and more “airtime” funds. Now there’s some Old Time Religion for you! They must use special chemicals to get her eyeliner to pour down her face that way. These people surely make me proud to be a Christian. I’ll have to give them some serious credit though—they have a remarkable talent for raising big time cash from the penniless. Hundreds of millions of dollars just appear out of nowhere. It’s kind of like Moses getting water out of that rock. They orate with great enthusiasm while wiping down the sweat. They wave the Bible around and profess it to be absolute, but for some reason, they never preach sermons based on Jeremiah 8:8? I wonder why that is? 

 

 


 


Jeremiah 8:8-10 How can you say, “We understand his Laws,” when your teachers have twisted them up to mean a thing I never said? These wise teachers of yours will be shamed by exile for this sin, for they have rejected the word of the Lord. Are they then so wise? I will give their wives and farms to others; for all of them, great and small, prophet and priest, have but one purpose in mind—to get what isn’t theirs. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


You’re on a roll now, boy. You may as well go for it!


 

 


 


Gotcha!
 

 


 


If you’re ever feeling a little low and want to stoke up your tickle bone, spend some time watching these clowns on TV. You’ll know the ones I’m talking about—look at the bottom of the screen and see if there’s a big, boldfaced phone number for sending in cash. It’s funnier than Saturday Night Live. I’ve got an idea. Let’s create a new exercise routine. How about “televangelistic aerobics?” If you really want to have some fun, turn to your favorite Bible-thumper and roll that volume up to max. Stand in front of your set, hold your arms high in the air and wave them like a hula-dancer in the rhythm of the choir. Jump up and down on alternate feet. Go ahead, don’t be embarrassed. You’ll have a real good time, and you’ll lose weight! But let me warn you—be careful—don’t over do it. As my great-granddaddy used to say, “You’ll be sweatin’ bullets like . . . like a whore in church.” 

 

 


 


Careful son. 

 

 


 

Ooops, sorry God, but those English words, “whore, harlot, whoredom and prostitute,” are scattered through the Holy Bible like freckles on a red-head.
 

Move on!
 

 


 


As if the televangelists weren’t hilarious enough, every religious institution has to invent its own “sacred” rituals, many of which must be comical to the Creator. How about wailing at walls, bowing to the east, sacrificing humans and other wild beasts, licking the steps of the cathedral, dancing with poisonous snakes and smoking wacky-weed? I feel quite sure God is smiling down on our most beloved Mardi Gras. It only makes sense for the pious to have a big, religious sex orgy once a year to blow off steam right before the sacrificial season of Lent. Besides, it’s much easier to sacrifice when you have a monstrous hangover.
 


If the TV preachers don’t make you choke on your pretzel, how about those “religious” radicals? How’d you like to take on the job of an al-Qaida recruiter? Okay, make it a little more interesting—place yourself somewhere in Alabama. “Hey Charlie, will ya come o’er here and listen up? ‘Member what we been jawin’ ‘bout down at the Mosque? Now here’s what I wancha ta do. Tie this here bomb to your butt, see? Run over yonder into that crowd of Jews, holler ‘Praise be to Allah!’ and yank the fuse. Got it? KABLOOWEY! That’ll show them Infidels. What d’ya say? . . . What’s in it for you? Oh, don’t you worry none ‘bout that. Ain’t ye heerd of the Gee-Haaad? You’ll be a bona fide heeero! Allah’s got some real sweet Georgia peaches waitin’ for ya, right after he puts ya back together like a hunerd-piece puzzle. An get this, they’re all virgins! Tsk-tsk. Trust me. I wouldn’t rib ya none.” 

 


Can you imagine how an “intelligent” human comes to the understanding that God endorses suicide as a means for killing innocent bystanders with a different take on religion? How about those “religious” parents who deny medical care for their children, because of their faith? And, let’s not forget the notorious legal defense of the “Christian” mother who drowned all five of her children, “But, God told me to do it. Anyway, they’re better off now.” Then there’s the even more popular phrase you must say with a Southern accent, “The Devil made me do it! The Devil made me do it!” Would you believe that very expression came directly from the Bible, right there, clear as day in the book of Job? 

 

 


 


Job 2:3 Then the Lord said to Satan, “ . . . And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him without any reason.” (New International Version)

 

 



 

The Devil made me do it! C’mon, do you really believe God said that?
 


Over the course of history, more lives have been given up in the name of religion than for any other cause. Even though we must have had good intentions along the way, religious institutions invented by man have been the very root of a lot of evil. We don’t seem satisfied just worshiping God, we’ve got to get out there and kill everyone who worships in a different manner. It’s really hard to believe that’s what God had in mind when he created man. 

 


Oh, you say only terrorists would kill innocent people because of their religion? Well then, there you go—that just proves you haven’t read the Bible. Our Holy Bible is full of genocide. The Old Testament is a virtual bloodbath. As a matter of fact, the Jehovah of our most ancient Scripture gave very explicit instructions to the Jews, before and after they crossed into the Promised Land, to kill every man, woman and child who stood in the way. The thing that really slays me is, we teach our kids cute little songs about the Battle of Jericho without putting a moment’s thought to the fact it was no battle at all. As described in the Bible, it was no less than the mass extinction of innocent babies. Some of Moses’ warlords were even chastised because they didn’t have the chutzpah to slaughter women and children. You don’t believe me? Okay, here, read it for yourself.
 



 
 


Deuteronomy 20:16-17 However, in the cities of the nations the Lord your God is giving to you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes. Completely destroy them—the Hittities, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites —as the Lord your God has commanded you. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Numbers 31:13-18 Moses and Eleazar the priest and all the leaders of the people went out to meet the victorious army, but Moses was very angry with the army officers and the battalion leaders. 


 

 “Why have you let all the women live?” he demanded. “These are the very ones who followed Balaam’s advice and caused the people of Israel to worship idols on Mount Peor, and they are the cause of the plague that destroyed us. Now kill all the boys and the women who have had sexual intercourse. Only the little girls may live; you may keep them for yourselves.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 

What was that again? You may keep the little girls? Holy molestation!
 

 



 


Numbers 31:31-35 So Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the Lord commanded. The total booty (besides the jewelry, clothing, etc. which the soldiers kept for themselves) was 675,000 sheep; 72,000 oxen; 61,000 donkeys; and 32,000 young girls. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Joshua 3:9-10 Then Joshua summoned all the people and told them, “Come listen to what the Lord your God has said. Today you are going to know for sure that the living God is among you, and that he will without fail drive out the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites —all the people who now live in the land you will soon occupy. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Joshua 6:20-21 So when the people heard the trumpet blast, they shouted as loud as they could. And suddenly the walls of Jericho crumbled and fell before them, and the people of Israel poured into the city from every side and captured it. They destroyed everything in it—men and women—young and old, oxen, sheep, donkeys—everything. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


And that wasn’t the end of it—it was only the beginning. Under God’s orders, the Old Testament says they proceeded to all the villages in the region and slaughtered everyone living there.
 

 



 


Joshua 8:1-2 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Don’t be afraid or discouraged; take the entire army and go to Ai, for now it is yours to conquer. I have given the king of Ai and all his people to you. You shall do to them as you did to Jericho and her king; but this time you may keep the loot and the cattle for yourselves.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Joshua 8:24-25 When the army of Israel had finished slaughtering all the men outside the city, they went back and finished off everyone left inside. So the entire population of Ai, twelve thousand in all, was wiped out on that day. (Living Bible)

 

 


 


Now that’s what I call your first-class ethnic cleansing, a total wipeout. Books like the Life Application Study Bible don’t seem to have a problem with such horrid accounts. They simply brush past the atrocities without question or thought. Here’s what it says about the above, shocking passages.
 

 


 


When God points out sin, move quickly to remove it from your life.

 



 
 


Thank you for such a thorough treatment of troubling biblical text. Even the most faithful Bible reader must wonder what the Jewish warriors did with those 32,000 young girls from Jericho. Since my wife and I raised two daughters, I really don’t want to think about that one. I expect a lot of good Jews and Christians, those who spend a lot of time rationalizing every word in the Bible, would try to convince you they were only teaching those young ladies how to bake Girl Scout bagels. Would you believe the Bible says that God’s Law actually endorsed the sexual exploitation of captured females? No? Turn to the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy 21:10-14.


 


If you truly believe every word in the Bible is divine, as millions do, are you bothered by the account that God actually helped his chosen people execute innocent children? I’m sorry, but there’s something about those stories which doesn’t sound very godly. I’ve always felt sick over the holocaust the Jews suffered in World War II. But we don’t hear much lament over the long series of holocausts described in the Old Testament. This pattern of genocide, all supposedly directed by our loving Creator, repeats itself over and over in the book of Joshua. They went through all the surrounding communities and “smote” every human being, man, woman and child, in God’s name. There are many such passages in the Old Testament that lead me to believe the Bible might just be one of those things about religion man has muffed up. 

 

 


 

Lookout son, you’re starting to slip out there on some pretty thin ice.



 



 
 


Just trying to speak from my heart, like you said.
 

 


 

So how do you really feel about church dogma, the doctrine of inerrancy that is? Do you know the definition of heresy?
 



 
 


Now there’s a word that’ll run shivers up and down your spine—HERESY.
Almost as bad as its cousin—BLASPHEMY.
Yikes! How many people have gone up in smoke under those two banners? 

 



 
 

Well, Jesus for one. My beloved Son was crucified under a banner of blasphemy.
 

 


 


Yes sir, I know. I think I’ll use a pen name for this book. How about Mark Twain? Yeah, that’s a good one. 

 

 


 

Son, you know you can’t use Mark Twain.
 

 


 

Okay, okay, how about Luke Twain? That’s better—then Luke Twain it is. 

 

 


 

Fact is, T-w-a-i-n, you don’t see a whole lot of books at the Christian bookstore critiquing the Holy Bible. There’s plenty of such material written by atheists. As a matter of fact, some atheists are rather good at turning that book against me. Why don’t you get off this negative bent and try to say something positive?
 



 
 


God, would you be so kind to give me the actual words for this book? If so, I’d be most honored to take dictation.
 

 


 

No, it’s your book. But you should proceed with care.
 

 

 


Before we continue, it would be unfair to paint every religion and churchgoer with a single stroke of evil. Since I, myself, am a religious churchgoer, I know for a fact they aren’t all bad. Religion is responsible for a lot of good things. Judaism and Christianity certainly changed the world for the better. Most religions profess and attempt to maintain standards for ethical living. Fundamental morals have been important to the happiness and survival of the human race. Ten Commandment virtues are pretty common in most religions, most everyone supports the idea of God in one form or another, about half the people on earth attend some kind of worship services, and religious institutions do a lot of wonderful things. 

 


I recall when my college-aged son once told me, “Dad, I don’t believe in organized religion. Churches are full of hypocrites.” Of course, he was right, but his criticism fell well short of the mark. Churches aren’t only full of hypocrites—they’re full of philanderers, adulterers, coveters, liars, gossipers, cheaters, child molesters and thieves, just to list a few. As a matter of fact, every last person in church is an intransigent sinner. Church is simply the place we sinners come together to try to improve ourselves, worship our Creator and give something of value to help the lives of others. I keep telling my son, it’s a great place to meet girls, but he hasn’t figured that one out yet. 

 


Over decades of going to church, I’ve seen a few bad things happen. At least three times in my fifty-year religious walk, I’ve seen Methodist preachers disappear with certain female members of the congregation. Not sure what it is about those Methodist preachers. Must be something in that baptismal water. Though, I suppose if I were raised a Catholic, I might’ve seen a lot worse.
 

 


 


There you go again, tip-toeing into the abyss. Now, I don’t want to hear any jokes about Priests! My Catholic friends are taking a beating already, and there is nothing at all funny about molestation.
 

 


 


Yes, sir, whatever you say. I’ll steer clear of that one.

 

 


 


Sorry Catholics, but it’s all over the newspapers. Don’t get me wrong. I love Catholics. Most of my best friends over the years have been Catholics. What I like most is Catholics don’t let their religion interfere with their ability to party. It seems only Catholics have read the New Testament and noticed that Jesus Christ was a connoisseur of good food and wine. God makes it clear throughout the Bible, he wants his people to be happy and enjoy life. My fellow Protestants, in com-parison, are a bunch of stuffed shirts. Some of my Baptist friends stand behind the proposition that dancing is a sin. Then again, some of my deceased, Baptist relatives told me the manned mission to the moon was a hoax, “all a big TV trick staged by the gov’ment.”
 


It’s very easy to criticize religious institutions, but I have to be honest. I’ve seen a lot more good things in church than bad. Seriously, I’ve seen lives changed. I’ve seen the downtrodden saved, the wayward rescued, alcoholics, wife-beaters, drug addicts and the clinically depressed uplifted from a life of misery. I’ve seen the concentrated prayers of a congregation heal untreatable, terminal cancer. I’ve seen people who were tortured and sexually abused as children take control of their lives with the help of loving friends. I’ve seen endless acts of kindness and sacrificial giving. I’ve seen miracles right before my very eyes, lives saved by the healing power of Jesus Christ. Religion has gotten a bad rap over the eons because of the stupid things some people have done. But, if we suddenly removed every organized belief system, the world would be a pretty rotten place, and the future of mankind would be short. Just ask those Sodomites.
 


Church has also been the source of a lot of great humor in my life. For the last four decades, my wife has had this weird giggling disease. Her mind tends to wander in church, and when something really funny crosses it, look out! First there’s a little tee-hee, then a tee-hee-Hah, and eventually you get the full-blown Ho-Ho-Ho! Since we were teenagers, I can’t tell you how many times I’ve had to drag her outside, so the minister could finish his sermon in peace. Once she laughed through an entire wedding ceremony, simply because the bride had the face of a Dalmatian. Unfortunately, we were trapped in a center seat, and couldn’t escape. It was awful!


 


And, it’s not only my wife! For many years after we were married, I had the extreme pleasure of observing my son and two daughters up there in front of hundreds, picking noses, scratching butts, lifting dresses, while singing their hearts out in the children’s choir. Seems like my oldest daughter, Nichole, was always elbowing the youngest, Michelle, trying to keep her in line. I’ll never forget when my eight-year-old son, Jess, played Noah in the church musical. It was a scream! Another scene burned its way into my brain. Some twenty years ago, nine-year-old Michelle, courageously walked up to the pulpit in front of a packed congregation, adjusted the microphone and opened her Bible. Without missing a lick, that determined third-grader looked her audience in the eye and recited all sixteen verses of Luke’s Christmas story in flawless oration. No, it wasn’t funny, but it was so precious it touched the hearts of everyone in that church and brought many, including myself, to tears. Now there was a Christmas to remember!


 


For some reason the most hilarious church things always happened to me. One Sunday when my wife was in the choir, I arrived late and the only available seats were in the front row. I slyly tiptoed down the center aisle and slinked into my seat, when I heard a lot of snickering and felt something really weird on my back. I reached over my shoulder only to turn radiant-red, bursting with embarrassment. Hanging off my dark-blue sweater was a pair of bright-pink panties! Remember the good old days of “static cling?” Ladies, see what happens when you let your man do the wash? I’ll never live that one down. Frozen like a deer in headlights, I slinked down in my seat, slid the undies in my pocket and prayed to God for invisibility.
 



 
 


God, are you still there? 

 

 


 

Yes.
 

 


 


I just thought of a joke.
 

 


 

Okay, shoot!
 

 


 


You’ll know you’re a redneck when you go to church with pink panties hanging off your sweater. 

 

 


 

Not bad.
 

 


 


Going even further back into the Dark Ages when my wife and I were married, the ceremony was going along peachy-keen until we kneeled down for the Lord’s Prayer. I was praying brilliantly when the whole congregation suddenly erupted. Numbed by prenuptial painkillers, I couldn’t figure for the life of me why so many people were laughing. Only after the ceremony did I learn my best man had inscribed “HELP ME!” in big white letters on the soles of my wingtips. Another classic for sure! It’s awful hard to pray when two hundred people are laughing.
 


That wedding prank must have been good luck though—my wife and I are still married after thirty-four years. As a matter of fact, church is undoubtedly responsible for the origin and survival of our marriage. We met as young teenagers and had our first “date” in the summer of 1964 at a Methodist Youth Fellowship hayride. Where does time go? I clearly remember the moon was huge, the hay was soft and the night was warm. It was the kind of night people fall in love. We were holding hands, and when I looked deeply into her eyes, she leaned over and kissed me. It wasn’t just any old kiss—it was a showstopper, cosmic contact, electric sex, a life-changer. Ding, ding, ding! Right then and there, at the ripe old age of fourteen, I knew, “Hold the presses, this is the girl for me!” We had plenty of other after-church dates, like the time we all piled into the trunk of my buddy’s ’57 Chevy to gain free passage to the drive-in movie. That attendant must’ve wondered why that car’s rear bumper was dragging just above the pavement. 

 


Not only did I meet my wife in church, but we’ve been attending loyally ever since. Our marriage went through the same stresses, petty bickering and atomic explosions every marriage faces, but we had that weekly time of peace to help calm the storm. Regular Sunday services are still like a healing tonic for our relationship troubles, and we generally stroll out of church hand in hand, placing things in proper perspective. I don’t see how any marriage survives without the kind of therapy that goes along with weekly worship.
 

 


 

Twain, if you’re going to write a book about the Bible, don’t you think you ought to get on with it?


 

 


 

Yes Sir, back to business.


 

 


 


From a holistic view, the Bible is a dichotomy, harboring an apparent conflict between the Jewish faith of the Old Testament and the Christian faith of the New Testament. Here’s your first clue—The Bible was written by
men!
We all know that even the most inspired men, now and then, tend to make a mistake or two. Just ask my wife. She thinks it was a mistake for me to write this book. Of course, if women had penned the Scrolls, there would’ve been a lot more love and a lot less blood. Also, Peggy assures me, if women had written the Bible, mistakes would not be an issue. 

 


We know that Moses, one of the most dominant writers of the Old Testament, made a few boo-boos. When he needed to get water for the wandering Hebrews in the Desert of Zin, he had the audacity to strike the rock with his staff instead of speaking to it the way God told him (Numbers 20:7-12). God made a point to punish him for this untenable crime. With more than forty years of dedicated service, shepherding a horde of unruly Jews, Moses wasn’t allowed to enter the Promised Land. After a nice little chit-chat, the Bible says God sent him to his ancestors at the age of 120 on the top of Mount Nebo (Deuteronomy 32:50-52). 

 


Even the great King David, another biblical author and one of the most godly men of his time, made a few blunders. I guess he wasn’t getting enough sugar from his huge harem of concubines. You see, he had this secret fling going with the lovely Bathsheba. Only problem was—Bathsheba already had a husband. This minor inconvenience was rectified when David cleverly sent hubby off to the front lines to get killed in the war. God wasn’t real happy about that little indiscretion, so the Bible says the heralded monarch was sentenced to extreme humiliation. David’s wicked son, Absalom, was inspired by the Lord to have sex with all the royal wives right out in public, where everyone could watch (2 Samuel 12:11-12). But God wasn’t finished. The first offspring of the affair paid the ultimate price for the father’s sin. “The Lord struck the child” with a serious illness, and after a week of suffering, he died (2 Samuel 12:15-18). However, the biblical pendulum has a way of swinging between good and evil. David’s second seed met with real fortune in Bathsheba. It’s seems ironic their second child, Solomon, became the greatest of all Jewish kings, the wisest and most noble man of the centuries and a prolific Bible writer. 

 


On another occasion, David erred big-time by conducting a census which would harm Israel. However, God was more than accommodating. That time he allowed David to choose his own punishment from one of three options; (1) endure seven years of famine, (2) be chased by his enemies for three months or (3) suffer three days of plague on his kingdom. Well, what would you do? The first would cause a revolt, and the second would be quite dangerous to his survival. Being the brave and pious soul David was, he figured a little plague on his people was the only way to go. And, think how it would help cut down on those pesky welfare rolls. As the story goes, God promptly sent down a disease that killed 70,000 innocent Jews (2 Samuel 24:15). 

 

 


 

Hey Twain, do you believe everything you read?
 



 
 


No sir, I don’t.
 

 


 


Let’s face the facts. It’s the very nature of men to make mistakes. So what about the good-old-boys who wrote the Bible, those other acclaimed authors like Zechariah, Daniel, Jeremiah, Isaiah, Paul and John? Could they have made a gaffe or two? For Christians who lean toward the New Testament, it should be clear that God sent his own Son to deliver a “New” covenant. Jesus Christ, a Jew, was an expert on ancient Hebrew writings and obviously took much of the Old Testament to heart. He quoted Scripture time and time again. On the other hand, he was a rebel. He went directly against the “religious” establishment, his enemies the Pharisees. His success in attracting huge crowds scared the dickens out of the Jewish hierarchy. They continually tried to arrest him for blasphemy. He not only questioned Old Testament values, he preached in direct opposition to many of the Laws of Moses. If every word in the Bible is God’s true word, why would the Creator send us a divine Savior with such an attitude? 

 


If you have always been told the people who wrote the Bible were spiritually inspired and therefore infallible, you might consider reading the books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. Both are claimed to have been written by the wise King Solomon. In Proverbs, the accomplished leader transcribed his wisdom as a gift for his descendants. Proverbs is very upbeat and shows incredible acumen for a book written three-thousand years ago. You might say this is the earliest recorded version of “The Birds and The Bees.” Man to man advice was given to his eldest son on financial management, nagging wives, prostitution, laziness, dealing with fools, bribery and general rules for good conduct. 

 


Ecclesiastes, on the other hand, has a very different tone. If you are a confirmed nonbeliever, an atheist that is, you would champion this interesting book. In his old age, as good times began to fade, Solomon leaned a little too hard on the old vino and became quite depressed, even bitter. At one point he decided our life as human beings is totally inconsequential. Yep, that’s right, absolutely
meaningless! The conflict is seen in the following verses. Some scholars believe this concluding verse was added after the fact by writers who were infuriated with Solomon’s depressing and agnostic tone. When you read Ecclesiastes, you will see this final verse stands apart. It goes against the grain of everything else in the book.
 

 


 


Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 Here is my final conclusion: fear God and obey his commandments, for this is the entire duty of man. For God will judge us for everything we do, including every hidden thing, good or bad. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Sounds like some pretty solid advice, but check out these verses which occur earlier, supposedly written by the same author.
 

 



 


Ecclesiastes 9:4-7 There is hope only for the living, “It is better to be a live dog than a dead lion!” For the living at least know that they will die! But the dead know nothing; they don’t even have their memories. Whatever they did in their lifetimes—loving, hating, envying—is long gone, and they have no part in anything here on earth any more. So go ahead eat, drink and be merry for it makes no difference to God! (Living Bible)

 

 



 

What?
 

 



 


Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatever you do, do well, for in death, where you are going, there is no working, planning or knowing, or understanding. (Living Bible)

 

 


 


Holy Purgatory!
Can you believe the Bible says that?
How we live makes no difference to God? Here, one of the greatest religious leaders of all time sounds more like an atheist. The Living Bible translators were so incensed by these verses, they felt obligated to repeatedly insert this very interesting footnote. 

 



 
 


These statements are Solomon’s discouraged opinion and do not reflect a knowledge of God’s truth on these points! 


 

 



 


Wait just one minute! Now I have to ask, why would an “unbiased,” professional translator feel compelled to say such a thing? Is the mission to translate or write editorials? Based on the dogma of inerrancy, no such footnote should be necessary. Every biblical word is God’s true word. Right? One must wonder how much translator ideology has leaked into our Holy Scriptures over the millennia. 

 


If the translator’s note is correct, does it mean the wise King Solomon, one of the most prolific Bible writers of all time, made a mistake penning these verses? If these words do not reflect God’s truth, why did those who assembled the Bible feel a need to include them? This is a pretty good example of my fundamental thesis. Although I firmly believe God’s word lives in the Holy Bible, I can’t believe every word in the Bible is the true word of God. I have a very hard time understanding why the Creator would have Solomon tell us, “There is hope only for the living.” If you think I’m reading out of context, open up Ecclesiastes and take a good look for yourself. 

 


The Holy Bible means different things to different people. To some, the actual gold-lined paper, ink and cover combine to form a religious icon, an object to be worshiped or held high against evil spirits. We display an open copy of the Bible in our church as though it were a cross or an object of divinity. Those who worship the Bible, like those who worship saintly statues and graven images, should read the Bible a little more carefully. One of God’s messages comes through loud and clear. Of all the sin and perversion discussed in the Old Testament, there is nothing God detests more than idol-worship. Doesn’t it make sense that bowing to an inanimate object, a book manufactured by a publisher, is nothing short of idolatry, what some call bibolatry? On the other hand, you don’t have to be a Bible worshiper to be a Bible toter. Bible toters tend to carry the book around as a symbol of sanctity. Zealots and preachers who continually “tap” the outer cover of the book for moral justification are sometimes called Bible thumpers. Toters and thumpers alike tend to believe, as I was taught, the Bible is a living, divine document, the sacred Word of God. Or, to shorten it up a little, the Bible cover to cover, is The Word. Interestingly enough in the following verse, the apostle John uses “Word” as a synonym for “Christ.”
 



 
 


John 1:1 In the beginning there was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (New International Version)

 

 



 


John 1:1 Before anything else existed, there was Christ, with God. He has always been alive and is himself God. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Nonbelievers, on the other hand, would argue the Bible is only a bunch of old stories somebody made up to justify church picnics and ice cream socials. They point out little biblical content has ever been proven historical fact. Some argue there’s not a bit of proof that Jesus Christ ever existed. Scholars like Laurence Gardner claim that Jesus was just a glorified mortal. He claims that Christ was taken down off the cross alive and went on to wed Mary Magdalene and sire the Bloodline of the Holy Grail. It’s not very difficult to use science, logic, bits and pieces of ancient documents or chronology to cast many of the ancient stories and miracles of the Bible into a genre of pure fiction. Jews and Christians, on the other hand, hold the fundamental truths in the Torah and the Holy Bible as a matter of religious faith. Just because you can’t prove something doesn’t mean it’s not true.
 


In western cultures, most every family owns at least one copy of the Bible. Politicians and witnesses swear on the Good Book to proclaim the absolute veracity of their sacred oath. When I was a kid, anytime one of my buddies doubted my most outrageous stories and called me a liar, I would simply “swear on the Bible” and everything would be “cool.” Of course, sometimes I would “swear on my grandmother’s grave,” but since my grandmothers were both alive at the time, swearing on the Bible carried a lot more sway. Few would argue there’s an underlying notion in western culture that the Bible is Sacred, and that’s with a capital “S.” I don’t have a problem with that, based on the vast majority of its content, but after reading it over and over, I feel crystal clear—bibolatry is dangerous ground. Before people start worshiping a leather-bound book, they really should find out what it says. 

 


Records prove the Bible is the bestselling book of all time. Mil-lions of copies are sold every year. Over 3,000 English versions are offered in this country. It’s also sold in a wide array of foreign countries in numerous translations. Unfortunately, however, the Holy Bible is also the least read book of all time. It’s amazing how ignorant people are of a book which has influenced the course of history more than any other writing. The vast majority of Bibles go untouched for decades, standing on bookshelves or resting in the desk drawers of travel-inns. There’s enough collective dust on Bibles to sink the Titanic. Does anyone ever read those Gideon Bibles cleverly positioned by the bed in motel rooms? My, oh my, if only those Gideon Bibles could talk. God only knows what sort of human perversion transpires on a daily basis within a few feet of our Creator’s holy word. 

 

 


 

Twain, you just wouldn’t believe what goes on, right under my nose! 

 



 
 


Oh, I can guess.
 



 
 

What are people thinking? Don’t they realize I see everything?
 



 
 

Sometimes we don’t want to think about that. You created some pretty strong urges, and we’re not very good at fighting temptation.
 No-Tell-Motel
has a way of turning pious tea-totalers into a pack of perverts.
 

 


 

Don’t worry—it’s not as bad as you think. Most people today are pretty civilized. Next to those Moabites and Sodomites, you people are saintly. Did you hear the one about the Moabite and the Sodomite who were stranded on an island?
 



 
 


Yeah, I heard it. 

 

 


 


Lucky for the human race, I’m certain God does have a huge sense of humor. How do I know this? Where’s the evidence? In my heart of hearts I know God enjoys a good tee-hee, hee-haw, ho-ho-ho and Hah! Also, simple logic tells me that if God didn’t have a funny-bone, we humans would’ve been vaporized a long time ago. If you’re still not convinced, just look around at his work. Some of his creations are pretty funny—how about that “human being” for example? Now there’s a comical creature. What about God’s animal creations? How about the horny-toad, the aardvark, the armadillo, the porcupine, the wallaby or the hyena? Hyenas are so funny they laugh at each other. Unlike words and language, I firmly believe humor is an ingenious creation of God and a wonderful gift to man. There’s no greater medicine for a tortured soul.
 


Use your imagination for a moment. Close your eyes and try to place yourself directly in the mind’s eye of God Almighty. Come on, humor me. Okay, now you’re God, right? You’ve just retired and you need something to do, so you pick up the Bible for the very first time and read it cover to cover. How would you, the Creator of the universe, react to The Greatest Story Ever Told? Would you laugh at how we humanoids went about trying to describe you, or would you cry? After playing this game myself, I came to the conclusion I’d be quite pleased with the vast majority of the Bible, but, as divine Creator, I’d find some parts hilarious and other parts downright slanderous. One thing is sure—I’d get me a lawyer and sue the pants off the author of Job. Please, just give it a try. Forget the religious rhetoric for a moment. Take an honest look at what the words actually say. When you read about some of the things done by you or in your name, you might just want to grab your heart, stagger backwards and gasp for breath, “It’s the big one Martha!”
 

 


 

Twain, you’re getting all negative again. I thought this was to be a humor book. Nobody wants to read a downer. You know very well you have to put those passages in perspective of the time, the place and the mentality of the people who wrote them.
 

 


 


Yes, God, I know. But the words in the Bible speak for themselves. I just think those who claim to be your people owe you the time and effort to read exactly what the Good Book says.
 

 


 


By the way, there’s one subject I’ve never heard discussed in church, or anywhere else for that matter. Exactly when did God say the Holy Bible is divine? When did He say the Bible is His word? Where is it written? No, I don’t mean where did the apostle Paul say it, I mean where did Jehovah, the Lord, God Almighty, the Holy Spirit or Jesus Christ say that everything written in the Bible is the true word of God? Believe me, you can stare at every verse—you won’t find it. Is the divinity of scriptural text a concept of God or of human origin? Did God come down in a burning tornado and say into some mysterious tape recorder, 

 

 


 


Oh yea, oh yea, I say unto thee. Of all that thou readest, only thine original Hebrew and Greek Scriptures shalt be holy. Thine eyes shalt not fall upon any other. Yea, forevermore, I command unto thee, neither consume the swine of the luau nor read the Living Bible. Both are abominations!

 

 


 


By the way, here lies fair warning. In the chapters to come, you will notice a predominant reliance on the Living Bible. Please be mindful for every verse cited, I used Zondervan’s Guideposts Parallel Bible to consider four common English translations, and in some cases all four are shown. My use of the Living Bible doesn’t mean I believe it to be the “best” translation. A contraire, since it relies on paraphrasing and modern expression, it is the most prone to error. In the text of this writing, you’ll even find specific examples of Living Bible faux pas. However, this particular translation is by far the easiest for modern humans to read and understand, and that’s why it’s often quoted. 

 


As you will see in chapters to follow, some of the Bible verses, at least in their literal English renditions, are just so outlandish, it’s very hard to believe our loving God, the omnipresent maker of the universe, would want anything to do with them, much less claim them as His word. Even though God is all-powerful and can certainly do anything he wants—even though one can rightly argue he works in mysterious ways, and we can’t possibly hope to understand—no one can convince me that my God would take a personal role in wiping out masses of innocent children. I believe God is a creator, not a destroyer.
 

 


 

You tell’em Twain!
 



 
 


Thank you Lord, I’m doing my best.
 



 
 


Oh, you say he only wiped out the bad guys? And, those Sodomites, Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites were all a bunch of fornicating, murdering, idol worshiping heathen, who sacrificed their own offspring? Do me a favor. Try to remember one thing when you’re reading those troublesome genocide stories—those badder-than-bad boys had wives, sons, daughters and newborn infants. Tell me exactly what the newborns did to deserve extinction. They were slaughtered wholesale, every man, woman and child. Young girls were kidnapped, raped and murdered. Babies were thrown against rock walls to bash in their brains. Pregnant women were gutted. No, I’m not making this stuff up—it’s all in the Bible.
 


How many of our good, well meaning people who believe the Bible is, in literatim, the holy word of God have actually read the book?
Why would anyone make such a serious indictment of our Creator without first taking a peek at the evidence?
Have you read the Bible?
I don’t mean have you read a verse or two. I mean have you consumed the whole enchilada? Reading the Bible cover to cover is a real eye-popper. The subject matter ranges from the mundane, to the shocking, to the titillating, to the awe inspiring. Careful inspection can disclose some real side-slappers and/or the utterly shameful. If it were converted directly into a movie, the Bible would have to be rated “R” for sex and violence. 

 


I expect most exuberant Bible thumpers can spout many verses from memory, but I haven’t found one yet who recalls Genesis 6:4. It’s right there for everyone to see in every English translation I could find. But, until I picked up the Bible and read it myself, I never knew of it. I’ve not once heard this verse read or discussed in church. And, it comes at a very familiar point in the Bible, right before the story of Noah, when God laments his creation of man.
 



 
 


Genesis 6:4 In those days, and even afterwards, when the evil beings from the spirit world were sexually involved with human women, their children became giants of whom so many legends are told. (Living Bible)

 

 



 

Here’s another translation.
 

 



 


Genesis 6:4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. (King James)

 



 
 


Holy Jolly Green Giant!
Say that again. Sons of God? Please, no reasonable person can read this verse without the smallest chuckle. I almost fell out of my chair! The reader should at least be inspired to ask a couple of serious questions. Who were those evil beings from the spirit world, and why would the King James Bible call them “sons of God?” Why don’t we hear about this sticky little wicket in Sunday school? I wonder exactly what Moses had in mind over three-thousand years ago when he penned those lines in ancient Hebrew? The Living Bible translator footnotes the following: 

 



 
 


Literally, ‘sons of God’ used here in the sense of his created, supernatural beings, but no longer godly in character. 


 



 
 


Supernatural beings? Were they ghosts, angels or possibly friends of Satan? Some explain away the “evil spirits” by claiming these verses simply refer to descendents of Seth, but I found no evidence to back up such pious rationale. Other writings not included in the Bible, like the Works of Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews, cite those supernatural beings as “angels of God.”
 

 


 


Chapter 3:1 (73) For many angels of God accompanied with women, and begat sons that proved unjust, and despisers of all that was good, on account of the confidence they had in their own strength; for the tradition is, that these men did what resembled the acts of those of whom the Grecians call giants.

 

 


 


I found Genesis 6:4 so weird, that “sons of God” would come down and have sex with human females to produce a generation of evil giants. What about the biological issues here? Can a spirit impregnate a human? How about Rosemary’s Baby? No, of course, that was only a movie. Would such a crazy idea be found solely in the Old Testament? No, both good and bad spirits of the Bible were said to tinker with human conception. Both Sarah, the wife of Abraham (Genesis 16:1-2, Genesis 21:2), and Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist (Luke 1:7-13, Luke 1:23-25), were said to be barren. However, both were blessed with supernatural pregnancies at ripe old ages. Remember Goliath? Those renowned giants who were over nine feet tall were said to be sired through Old Testament spiritual liaisons. Even more amazing, they reappeared hundreds of years later, even after they should’ve been wiped out by Noah’s flood. As “men of renown,” I expect they must’ve been powerful swimmers. 

 


The passage just preceding Genesis 6:4 is also troubling.
 



 
 


Genesis 6:1-3 Now a population explosion took place upon the earth. It was at this time that beings from the spirit world (sons of God—King James) looked upon the beautiful earth women and took any they desired to be their wives. Then Jehovah said, “My Spirit must not forever be disgraced in man, wholly evil as he is. I will give him 120 years to mend his ways.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


What did God mean—his “Spirit” was being “disgraced in man?” The King James version says, “My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh.” You have to keep in mind that biblical phrases like, “took any they desired to be their wives” did not mean they knelt down and begged for their hands in marriage. It doesn’t say, “asked any they desired,” it clearly says, “took.” The equivalent term in modern lingo would be “statutory rape.” Attractive women of the time were true sex objects. They had little or no say in sexual matters—they were simply overpowered. Were heavenly spirits actually raping “beautiful earth women?” The very idea is disgusting and absurd, but how else could these words in the Bible be interpreted on their face value? The English words, as we read them, say the destruction of mankind had something to do with Spirits or “sons of God” injecting evil DNA into the human womb, warping the genes of subsequent generations. Pretty weird stuff! According to the Old Testament, the resulting people were so depraved, God had no choice but to erase all life and start over.
 


Like many others, I was taught the Bible should not be questioned, but I’ve often had my doubts. As a child, when I asked my dad about bizarre quotes, the answer was always the same, “Son, we can’t always understand God’s plan, so we just have to accept it on faith.” No problem, I can accept a lot of things on faith, but what if there were words in the Bible that said God created man in the image of a sea slug? Would we accept that on faith? Should we pay any attention to the actual words in the Bible and their literal meaning, or just plod along assuming mysterious themes must mean something holy? My primary concern should be clear—the unfettered belief in our English translations of certain Bible passages might just be a great sin in itself, and at the same time, cause our loving Father serious heartburn. 

 



 
 

Okay, son, you’ve made your point. Don’t beat a dead horse!
 



 
 

Yes sir.
 



 
 


That brings us to the subject of faith. Faith, religion and the Holy Bible go hand in hand. If everything about our religious belief was absolute black and white, perfectly clear, no faith would be necessary. Do you need faith to believe you have ten fingers and ten toes? No, they’re right there in front of your face. You can see them and feel them. Faith comes into play with the invisible, when we can’t quite sort things out. However, faith without question and/or probing is not faith at all, it’s only blind acceptance, a house built on sand. Lee Strobel, a former atheist and now a converted Christian,
wrote two Best Sellers on the subject. The Case for Faith deals with the most difficult issues of Christianity. Here are few interesting quotes from his book.
 



 
 


Those who believe they believe in God but without passion in the heart, without anguish of mind, without uncertainty, without doubt, believe only in the idea of God, not in God himself. (Madeleine L’Engle)

 

 



 


The shame is not that people have doubts, but that they are ashamed of them. (Os Guinness)

 

 



 


The struggle with God is not the lack of faith. It is faith. (Andre Resner)

 

 



 


If faith never encounters doubt, if truth never struggles with error, if good never battles with evil, how can faith know its own power? In my own pilgrimage, if I have to choose between a faith that has stared doubt in the eye and made it blink, or a naïve faith that has never known the firing line of doubt, I will choose the former every time. (Gary Parker, The Gift of Doubt)

 



 
 


As a dedicated believer and long time Christian, I’m more than happy to share my beliefs. I have faith in the existence of God. I have faith that his Son, Jesus Christ, came to earth as a human sacrifice to rescue a sinful people from the darkness of death, offering a viable path to everlasting paradise. I believe the Holy Spirit is alive today, right here on earth, as revealed on that day of Pentecost. I even have faith in the Holy Bible, and I believe the vast majority of it reveals God’s true will. However, I also maintain God wants us to study the Bible with an active and open mind, reading each story in the context of the time and place in which it was written by imperfect, human fingers. My faith demands that I question any text where the actual English words clearly bend against the divine principles upon which God exists.
 



 
 

Chapter 3.
 

Evolution of the Holy Bible
 



 
 

VERSES LIKE GENESIS 6:4, and believe me, there are plenty more to come, made me question whether something might’ve been lost in translation, or maybe the original authors had a little trouble getting God’s word down just right. If you believe the Bible we read today was discovered in a nice, leather-bound Hebrew manuscript and carefully translated into English, you’re way off the mark. The evolution of our English versions of the Holy Bible was a long, confusing and bloody trail. Some documents were rejected, some were lost, some were burned and many others were edited, interpreted, transcribed, deleted and, sometimes, even rewritten to suit the times. 

 


The original Scriptures were handwritten over a period of five-hundred years beginning around 900 BC. Let’s see, that would be about three-thousand years, thirty centuries, over one-hundred generations ago. Those writings were first translated into Aramaic, a common language of the region, then into Greek. The Greek version was translated around 250 BC, and it’s called the Greek Septuagint. Greek translations integrated many additional books, which were excluded from the Torah when it was assembled hundreds of years later. The official Hebrew Bible wasn’t canonized until 90 AD and many books were omitted because rabbis of the time didn’t consider them to be spiritually pure. Protestant Christians accepted the Jewish canon for the Old Testament. The only difference between the Torah and the Old Testament is the order in which the books are presented. The Roman Catholic Bible, on the other hand, includes eleven more ancient books, the Deuteroncanonical Books or the Apocrypha. We won’t complicate matters by talking about the Mormon Bible, but the Mormons weren’t the only cult to fashion Scripture to accommodate their own beliefs. 

 


The New Testament we know today was first assembled by Bishop Athanasius of Alexandria in 367 AD. The final works were ratified by the Council of Hippo in 393 AD and the Council of Carthage in 397 AD. According to Laurence Gardner, Bloodline of the Holy Grail, one criterion for selection of the canonical Gospels was they had to be written in the name of Jesus’ own apostles. This rule, however, obviously fell by the wayside. Although Matthew and John were apostles, Luke and Mark were not. On the other hand, the Gospels of Philip and Thomas, both apostles, were thrown out. Those books, which claim a much stronger position for Mary Magdalene, were buried only to be unearthed after World War II at Nag Hammadi in Egypt. Why, you must ask, were Thomas and Philip silenced? Gardner claims the real selection guideline was a wholly sexist regulation that precluded anything upholding the status of women in Church or community. Peter and Paul’s apparent dislike of women was used to set a strategically male dominated scene. Gardner states, “The Church was so frightened of women that a rule of celibacy was instituted for its priests—a rule which became law in 1138—a rule which persists even today.” The New Testament underwent more changes and edits until the year 1545 when our modern version was finalized and approved by the extended Council of Trent in Northern Italy.
 


Over the centuries, toying with God’s word has been a tricky business. In 405 AD, a priest named Jerome translated the Old and New Testaments into Latin, so they could be read and worshiped by commoners. For his diligence in spreading The Word, he was executed. In 1517 Martin Luther began translating Hebrew, Greek and Latin versions into German and English. But William Tyndale is known as the father of the English Bible. He published the first English version in 1530. Did Tyndale receive the Nobel Peace Prize for improving the lives of the English? No, he was strangled for heresy and his body was set afire. The familiar King James version finally emerged in 1611, and today there are thousands of English renditions. 

 


End of story? No, not quite. The Coptic Scrolls discovered in 1945 speak of Christ’s ministry in mortal, human terms. In the early 1950s, a goat herder complicated matters even further by finding some ancient writings sealed in clay pots in a cave. The subject matter of those scrolls covers a period from 200 BC to 100 AD, a time which falls squarely in the dead zone between the Old and New Testaments. The work of transcribing some 10,000 such documents still goes on today. The “Dead Sea Scrolls,” found near Qumran in the Judean desert, opened a whole new can of worms by introducing bits and pieces of biblical writings and many other manuscripts. One group or another believes every one of these works to be the “true word of God,” but unfortunately, they don’t all agree on what transpired. 

 


Besides all that confusion, any honest person must ask one rather basic question—how vain are we humans to assume our words in any language can precisely capture the divinity
of God? No, that’s not just any old god, The God, the Big Fella up there, the one and only Prime Contractor of everything. How could our piddly, human utterances, our twenty-six English vowels and consonants in any combination be expected to capture divine thought? If we humans are so smart, why don’t our biblical words describe other life-forms scattered throughout the universe? What is God’s word for those weird aliens we always imagine look like humanoid-lizards? Intuitively, we all know they’re out there, somewhere. Wouldn’t God know about other life? Why doesn’t the Bible at least mention other life on this planet, say the Incas or the Aborigines? Why doesn’t the Good Book talk about the Neanderthal or Homo-sapiens, humanoids who clearly roamed through the holy land of Israel tens of thousands of years before the Jews ever conceived of Adam and Eve? 

 


The “time” of the Holy Bible is obviously confined to a period historians call the Iron Age, a mere instant among eons. The “world” of the Holy Bible is restricted to a tiny piece of real estate falling within a few hundred miles of Israel. On the other hand, it’s interesting to note that the region of the ancient Hebrew is not just any old place, like say, Lubbock, Texas for example. The “Promised Land” is a very special place. Geographically speaking, the biblical world of the Near East touches quite a lot of ground. At one time long past, it touched every body of earth-land. Today Israel forms a hub for three major continents, Europe, Africa and Asia. Not only that, it lies squarely at the center of the cradle of civilization between Mesopotamia and Egypt. Nurtured by the Tigress-Euphrates to the east and the Nile to the west, those fertile lands were the home of men who first organized, irrigated, cultivated, herded and most importantly, where people first started to “write.” Hieroglyphs, pictographs and cuneiform inscription were all invented in the region prior to 3,000 BC. A growing reliance on keeping records of stored grain lead to alphabetic forms of writing 1,500 years later. Much of the progress of modern man and the evolution of technology like the plow and the wheel began in this very special region. If you were God and you meant to reveal yourself at that time, what better location on earth would you choose?
 


Flipping back to the other side of the argument, from a cosmic perspective, the villages described in Hebrew Scripture lie within an infinitesimal domain. Wouldn’t you expect God’s domain and his language to be a little more far-reaching? Human words, which make up the Bible, are unarguably limited by the consciousness of a tiny population of educated scribes who happened to be located in the region at that time. Take a good look at the deep-space images from the Hubble telescope and explain to me the sacred eminence of Israel.
 



 
 


Hey Sherlock, you’ve made your point already! Try not to sound so much like an atheist, will you?
If you can’t say something nice . . .


 



 
 

Thank you God. Stick with me on this and keep me straight.
 



 
 


Let me make this perfectly clear. I’m not talking about putting Christian or Judaic fundamentals, like the six-day creation story, into question. I don’t have a single problem believing God created the entire universe in a nanosecond. Nor do I have a problem with any of the miracles said to have been performed by the Creator. On the contrary, I believe in miracles big time! My life on this earth is no less than a huge miracle. My maternal grandfather was cut down by a machinegun in World War I. He lay unconscious in the mud for three days, and only by the grace of God did he survive. His body carried three enemy bullets through the conception of my bloodline on to his grave at a ripe old age. My paternal grandfather was a victim of the great Galveston hurricane, the deadliest natural disaster in the history of our country. Six thousand residents were killed. An infant at the time, “Big Daddy” was ripped from his mother’s arms by tornado-like winds, blown over a field and dispatched in a flooded ditch. He lay there more than twenty-four hours before he was found, clinging to life. In my own experience, I’ve survived more than a half-dozen brushes with death including a tumble down a one-hundred-foot waterfall at age eleven, where I landed feet first in a deep, watery hole nestled between jagged rocks. So you have to ask yourself—is it a miracle that I’m sitting here typing this manuscript, or is it just a big, fat coincidence? 

 


Ever since I retired, I’ve had an urgent feeling God saved me for some purpose. Was it to write this book? Say what you will, but I firmly believe our Father is looking for a few honest spokespersons to take some of His darkest “Bible” positions to task. I have serious problems with passages and underlying messages that portray God in a seedy light. Most of the ancient scribes had a way of pinning all their troubles on the Lord. When things got really bad, the ancient Jews routinely cursed God and reverted back to pagan idols.
 


On second thought, I must admit, there are a couple oddball “miracle” stories in the Bible which raised my suspicion. You may have never even heard of them. According to the Old Testament, the son of Elijah, a prophet called Elisha, was so holy his dead bones were more powerful than a rhino’s horn. No silly, not an aphrodisiac, Elisha’s skeleton held magical powers of healing. If you ever need a bone marrow transplant, this is the guy you’ll want to find. These verses struck me as truly weird.
 



 
 



2 Kings 13:20-21 In those days bandit gangs of Moabites used to invade the land each spring. Once some men who were burying a friend spied the marauders so they hastily threw his body into the tomb of Elisha. As soon as the body touched Elisha’s bones, the dead man revived and jumped to his feet! (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Holy skull and crossbones! What was that all about? In Elisha’s time, it was considered taboo to touch a dead person’s bones. I can see Jesus Christ healing the sick to demonstrate his love, or God parting the Red Sea to save his chosen people, but it looks like the Almighty had little or nothing to do with Elisha’s posthumous miracle. Why would the dry bones of a dead prophet bring someone back to life without any divine motive? What would be God’s purpose here? If this story is true, those were some mighty powerful bones. When I read this passage, I immediately began chanting a song we kids used to sing around the campfire.
 



 
 

Dry Bones
 

Dem bones, dem bones, them dry bones.
 

Dem bones, dem bones, them dry bones.
 

Dem bones, dem bones, them dry bones.
 

Now hear the word of the Lord!
 



 
 


Later in my reading adventure, I learned this song came from a passage in Ezekiel, where God gave the prophet a vision showing how he would resurrect the Hebrew nation. If you read the following words literally, out of context, the “miracle” is suspect. But, of course, this story is not a miracle at all, it’s only a metaphor used to paint a vivid image of God’s future plans for the enslaved Jews.
 



 
 


Ezekiel 37:1-10 The Power of the Lord was upon me and I was carried away by the Spirit of the Lord to a valley full of old, dry bones that were scattered everywhere across the ground. He led me around among them, and then he said to me:

 

 “Son of Dust, can these bones become people again?”

 


I replied, “Lord, you alone know the answer to that.”

 


Then he told me to speak to the bones and say: “O dry bones listen to the words of God, for the Lord God says, See! I am going to make you live and breath again? I will replace the flesh and muscles on you and cover you with skin. I will put breath into you and you shall live and know I am the Lord.”

 


So I spoke these words from God, just as he told me to; and suddenly there was a rattling noise from all across the valley, and the bones of each body came together and attached to each other as they used to be. Then as I watched, the muscles and flesh formed over the bones and skin covered them, but the bodies had no breath. Then he told me to call the wind and say: “The Lord God says: Come from the four winds, O Spirit, and breathe upon these slain bodies, that they may live again.” So I spoke to the winds as he commanded me and the bodies began breathing; they lived and stood up—a very great army. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Holy faith-healer! I’d like to see Benny Hinn try that one! Seriously, some 2,500 years ago, those verses painted a clear picture of hope for the downtrodden. They had to be no less dramatic than a Hollywood blockbuster, and I feel quite sure the persecuted Jews appreciated such great imagery of revitalization.
 


Oh yeah, I almost forgot, there is one other biblical miracle which caused my eyebrows to flutter uncontrollably. This one jumps beyond the weird, all the way to the absurd. Studying this baffling assertion, I was shocked to learn at least one Hollywood filmmaker must’ve read the Bible. I clearly recall a very similar scene in one of the Superman movies. 

 



 
 


Isaiah 38:5-8 “Go and tell Hezekiah that the Lord God of your forefather David hears you praying and sees your tears and will let you live fifteen more years. He will deliver you and the city from the king of Assyria. I will defend you, says the Lord, and here is my guarantee: I will send the sun backwards ten degrees as measured on Ahaz’ sun dial!”

 


So the sun retraced ten degrees that it had gone down! (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Holy cosmos! First I have to ask, why would God feel it necessary to give any earthling a money-back-guarantee? It sounds more like something that would go down at K-Mart, a Blue-Light-Special. “K-Mart shoppers . . . K-mart shoppers, may I have your attention please? We’ve got a monster special in aisle eleven on our Pretty Mama Boudoir Lamps, only $9.99 for the next five minutes in women’s wear. And to guarantee your savings, we’re going to roll back your Ahaz Sundial Swatch ten degrees!” 

 


The implications of this astronomical feat are rather severe. Of course, those who wrote these verses had no idea the earth was round, nor did they know the earth orbited the sun. But, anyone who believes in God today would have to agree, the Creator of the universe must have a pretty good working knowledge of how the cosmos is arranged. I know God wouldn’t lie, not even to a dying Hebrew. He wouldn’t have said, “I will send the sun backwards ten degrees,” even though he might’ve said, “I will spin the earth backwards ten degrees.” I can’t think of a better example of how the limits of human knowledge can impact the integrity of God’s word in the Holy Bible. 

 


The physics of this particular miracle are even more intriguing. What would happen to everything on earth if God decided to alter its rotation as described? Parting the Red Sea might kill a few fish here and there, but spinning the earth backwards would make a forty-day flood look like a baby shower. Since the earth spins its 25,000 mile circumference in 24 hours, the tangential velocity of anyone standing on the equator is about 1,040 miles-per-hour. You didn’t realize you were moving so fast did you? That’s because your motion relative to the Earth’s surface is nil. In a same manner, the pilot of a fighter-jet traveling at Mach 2 has zero relative motion to his airplane. Can you imagine, though, what would happen if that jet instantly reversed direction? I don’t mean a sharp “Bat-turn” pulling 10 or 12 Gs. That would only induce the pilot to blackout. I’m talking about instant reversal. Reversing direction, say, in one-tenth of a second would subject the pilot’s hapless body to a force of 1,000 Gs. Should God ever decide to pull off such a stunt, you’d better hope you’re lucky enough to be standing on the North Pole. 

 



 
 


Come on Twain, don’t be such a scientific egghead! Have a little faith, will you? It was a sundial. All I had to do was move that little shadow around. Any amateur magician could have done it.
 



 
 

My apologies, Father. As you can see, I sometimes tend to go ballistic.
 



 
 


I feel most uneasy when I see Bible verses which appear to insult the majesty of God, those spicy, little tidbits that deliver powerful ammunition to zealous cynics. My faith wills me to believe in the fundamental truths of my religion, those which doubters ridicule, but I have real trouble with passages that sound a whole lot like they’re slandering the good name of my Creator. I think we do our Father a disservice on such controversial quotes by holding to the notion that every biblical word is absolute. 

 


Reading the Bible carefully with an unguarded mind, questions and conflicts are bound to arise from the vast subject matter. There is so much material in the Bible you can use it to prove almost any point . . . or disprove it. You simply have to find a verse which emulates what you’re trying to say. Preachers have been doing this for ages. Let’s say, for example, you want to write a sermon for Father’s Day admonishing bitchy housewives. No problem – just turn to Proverbs.
 



 
 


Proverbs 27:15 A constant dripping on a rainy day and a cranky woman are much alike. You can no more stop her complaints than you can stop the wind. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Proverbs 21:9 It is better to live in the corner of an attic than with a crabby woman in a lovely home. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Now there’s a good one! Okay, make it a little more interesting—let’s try to support the position of two preachers with opposite views on divorce. Say Preacher A is of the more liberal variety and supports a convenient, painless separation. I’d recommend he go to the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy.
 



 
 


Deuteronomy 24:1 If a man doesn’t like something about his wife he may write a letter stating that he has divorced her, give her the letter and send her away. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Now take Preacher B. He’s the more conservative sort, firmly opposed to divorce. I’d send him right to the Gospels.
 



 
 


Matthew 19:4-6 It is written that at the beginning God created man and woman, and that man should leave his father and mother, and be forever united to his wife. The two shall become one! And no man may divorce what God had joined together.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Like I said, just give me a theme you’d like to advocate, and I’ll find you a verse or three. It would be very easy to nitpick suspect biblical quotes because some of the authors in the Bible intentionally spoke in contemptuous, cynical tones. Others said exactly the opposite of what they meant for a mocking effect, or they used metaphors, prophecies and visions to give stories more depth and color. Many words were left unstated but implied. Jesus Christ was a master at speaking in riddles. It was up to his audience to figure out what the stories meant. Even his own disciples were often stumped.
 


In the thousands of sermons I’ve heard over my life, all of which were based on Bible verses, not one touched on Genesis 6:4. Why is that? I’ve heard sermons on Noah’s ark and Adam and Eve falling from grace. I’ve even heard sermons on the very next verses. 

 



 
 


Genesis 6:5-7 When the Lord God saw the extent of human wickedness, and that the trend and direction of men’s lives were only towards evil, he was sorry he had made them. It broke his heart.

 


And he said, “I will blot out from the face of the earth all mankind that I created. Yes, and the animals too, and the reptiles and birds. For I am sorry I made them.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


It’s the very nature of man to screw things up, but based on this astonishing passage, God Almighty states the unconscionable, the biggest miracle of all time. The Bible says that even our all-powerful Creator made a boo-boo, and a really big boner at that. How could that be? Could it be true that God is capable of making mistakes?
 



 
 

Don’t count on it! 

 



 
 


Divine miscalculation would help explain the existence of fire-ants, mosquitoes and certain pesky microbes. Did God intend to make man sweet, but we turned sour? I’ve always assumed from this verse, ancient man was fundamentally flawed, and God had every reason to wipe the slate clean and start over. But, why is it the second round of humanoids were even more vile than the first? In the Bible God says Israel became even more wicked than Sodom and Gomorra (Ezekiel 16:48). Why wouldn’t the Creator make a small adjustment or two, pump up the good genes, tone down the bad? Now here’s a scary thought. Are those Old Testament “evil beings of the spirit world” still wandering around the planet searching out “beautiful earth women” and begetting wicked children? Could it be they are the driving force behind pornography on the Internet? If you have the courage to seek a biblical answer, look toward Ephesians in the New Testament. 

 



 
 


Ephesians 6:10-12 Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand safe against all strategies and tricks of Satan. For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against persons without bodies—the evil rulers of the unseen world, those mighty satanic beings and great evil princes of darkness who rule this world; and against huge numbers of wicked spirits in the spirit world. (Living Bible)

 



 
 

Yikes!
 


I find the whole concept of our Creator-God making mistakes on the human level a little repugnant. Come on! Let’s employ a little commonsense. Once again, consider the universe. Take a close look at what we know of astronomy and astrophysics. The incredible Essence who made the cosmos, the large and the small of it, and everything therein, is not real likely to have screwed up when it came to fabricating man. Regardless of our bizarre behaviors and obvious shortcomings, I believe we were made exactly the way God wanted us, soul-beings gifted with unique personalities and freewill. If nothing else, God must find us entertaining. Think about it. Why would he want to make a bunch of mindless clones, perfect androids performing precisely by code? Robots are cute, but they’re not very interesting.
 


So what then is the truth about the evolution of the Holy Bible? Exactly how did all these stories surface over three millennia? If every word was God-inspired, was the absolute integrity of divine thought perfectly articulated and preserved in the process? Were all the translations from consonantal Hebrew to Aramaic to Greek to Latin to English, the subsequent deletions and additions, all the editing and publishing accomplished without human error, bias or the least bit of wishful manipulation? I think not. So, buckle up and lets get started on our incredible Journey to the Center of
The Word. First, we’ll take a good, hard look at some of the more enigmatic passages of the most ancient Scripture, what we Christians call the Old Testament.
 



 
 



Chapter 4.
 


Dark Secrets of the Old Testament
 



 
 

THE MOST ANCIENT BIBLICAL writings read like a Jewish family tree. Those tales weave a detailed accounting of Hebrew genealogy starting with Creation, the who’s who list of who begat whom, so to speak. The main branch started with Adam, of course, then Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared and Enoch, and the original patriarchs mysteriously lived to ripe old ages of 800 to 900 years. As you might expect, only the male branches of the tree are noted. Old Testament books were written by various clansmen with the first few penned by old Moses, himself. 

 


Of the main characters in the Old Testament, Abraham is the most central, as his agreement with God molded the foundation for Jewish ethos. But Abraham wasn’t only the father of Jews, he also sired the Muslims. Abraham is revered by Jews, Christians and Muslims as the “father of nations.” In his old age, Abraham became quite fertile. His aged wife, Sarah, had every reason to believe she was barren, so she gave Abraham her young, Egyptian maidservant, Hagar, to procreate the family line. Hagar had a son, Ishmael, and Ishmael sired the Arab race. Later, when God blessed Sarah with a miraculous pregnancy, she birthed Isaac who sired the Jewish race. Therefore, you could correctly say Abraham sired the entire Middle East. I found it interesting that the Bible talks of a great rivalry between Sarah and Hagar. Their quarrels must’ve been as bitter as a green persimmon, because their offspring have been killing each other ever since. 

 



 
 

1. Jew vs. Gentile
 



 
 

Here’s a news flash—the Old Testament is not a touchy, feely, peaceful walk in the park. It describes a period when violence was more popular than SUVs are today. Generally speaking, the ancient writings hold some pretty bloody and troubling themes. The underlying premise should be very discomfiting to Gentiles. For some mysterious reason, the Creator declared a sacred policy of racial discrimination. Only the Hebrews, God’s beloved race, were selected to forge a holy nation. What does “beloved” mean in this context? Here are two of hundreds of passages, speaking of God’s special love for the Jews. 

 

 


 


Deuteronomy 10:12-15 “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you except . . . to worship him with all your hearts and souls. Earth and highest heaven belong to the Lord your God. And yet he rejoiced in your fathers and loved them so much that he chose you, their children, to be above every other nation as is evident today.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Isaiah 66:10-14 Rejoice with Jerusalem; be glad with her, all who love her, you who mourned for her. Delight in Jerusalem, drink in her glory even as an infant at a mother’s generous breasts. Prosperity shall overflow Jerusalem like a river, says the Lord, for I will send it; the riches of the Gentiles will flow to her. Her children shall be nursed at her breasts, carried on her hips and dandled on her knees. I will comfort you there as a little one is comforted by its mother. When you see Jerusalem, your heart will rejoice; vigorous health will be yours. All the world will see the good hand of God upon his people and his wrath upon his enemies. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


So which would you rather be, his people or his enemies? Did you notice how the riches of the Gentile will flow to Israel? Hogwash, you say? If news accounts are correct, I believe the United States currently sends about three-billion-dollars per year to our friends in Israel. Interesting! All the other nations in the ancient world, referred to as heathen or Gentiles, were little more than uncircumcised animals to be slaughtered. In the entire Old Testament I could find only two verses, where anything positive is said about Gentiles. And, believe me, as a bona fide Gentilian, I was searching with great gusto. 

 

 


 


Deuteronomy 10:17-18 Jehovah your God is God of gods and Lord of lords. He is the great and mighty God, the God of terror who shows no partiality and takes no bribes. He gives justice to the fatherless and widows. He loves foreigners and gives them food and clothing. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


This is a very odd verse since it contradicts scores of other verses stating precisely the opposite. The prophet Isaiah, quoted God’s message with the following blessing.
 

 



 


Isaiah 56:3 And my blessings are for Gentiles, too, when they accept the Lord; don’t let them think I will make them second-class citizens. And this is for the eunuchs too. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Gee, it was sure nice of Isaiah to throw us heathen right in there with those glorified eunuchs. Now there’s an unlikely pairing, the uncircumcised and the castrated. Not sure why the people of the time were so focused on male genitalia. There’s only one other reference at the very end of the Old Testament which offers comfort to Gentiles. The prophet Zechariah predicts other nations will be converted to the Lord at the time of the Messiah. 

 



 
 


Zechariah 2:10-11 ‘Sing, Jerusalem, and rejoice! For I have come to live among you,’ says the Lord. ‘At that time many nations will be converted to the Lord, and they too shall be my people; I will live among them all.’ (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Wheew! I was getting a little worried there. Looks like the real hope for us heathen is well placed in the New Testament, or at least I thought so until I read it. Believe it or not, even Jesus Christ had some disparaging things to say about Gentiles (Matthew 15:26).
 


Taken alone, the Old Testament offers little consolation for the Gentile, but on the other side of the coin, I’d be even more distressed reading the book if I were a Jew. Remember when Moses hustled up Mt. Sinai to talk with God? You may not know he picked up a lot more than the Ten Commandments. According to the book of Leviticus, he recorded over three-hundred laws. Some of those “sacred” rules would be illegal in our more “civilized” world. I expect the Humane Society would have a problem with the bloody sacrifices, and here’s a Hebrew law the ACLU and NAACP would surely protest.
 

 


 


Leviticus 25:44 However, you may purchase slaves from the foreign nations living around you, and you may purchase the children of the foreigners living among you, even though they have been born in your land. (Living Bible)

 

 


 


My point is this—it’s obvious that many of the Old Testament laws are ignored by even the most fundamental rabbis today. Therefore, if I were a modern Jew, I wouldn’t wish to read Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28. In these chapters, God states precisely what he will do if every one of his laws isn’t obeyed. 

 

 


 


Leviticus 26:14-17 But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands . . . then I will do this to you: I will bring upon you a sudden terror, wasting diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and drain away your life. You will plant seed in vain because your enemies will eat it. I will set my face against you so that you will be defeated by your enemies; those who hate you will rule over you, and you will flee even when no one is pursuing you. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Pretty bad, huh? That’s not the half of it. We quickly tumble down the cliff from there.
 

 



 


Leviticus 26:21-22 If you remain hostile toward me and refuse to listen to me, I will multiply your afflictions seven times over, as your sins deserve. I will send wild animals against you, and they will rob you of your children, destroy your cattle and make you so few in number that your roads will be deserted. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Leviticus 26:25 And I will bring the sword upon you to avenge the breaking of the covenant. When you withdraw into your cities, I will send a plague among you, and you will be given into enemy hands. (New International Version)

 

 



 


No, that’s not the end of it either. Hide your kids and put on your combat gear—reader discretion is advised!
 

 



 


Leviticus 26:28-29 In my anger I will be hostile toward you, and I myself will punish you for your sins seven times over. You will eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh of your daughters. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Deuteronomy 28:15-57 However if you do not obey the Lord your God and do not carefully follow all his commands . . . all these curses will come upon you . . . you will eat the fruit of the womb, the flesh of the sons and daughters the Lord God has given you. Even the most gentle and sensitive man among you will have no compassion on his own brother or the wife he loves or his surviving children, and he will not give to one of them any of the flesh of his children that he is eating . . . The most gentle and sensitive woman among you . . . will begrudge the husband she loves and her own son or daughter the afterbirth from her womb and the children she bears. For she intends to eat them secretly during the siege. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Holy Purple People Eater! Would someone please pass the afterbirth pudding? Yuck! You have to admit, that’s pretty rough stuff. Have you ever heard these verses in Sunday school? I found it interesting that the Life Application Study Bible chose not to comment on this. I wonder why? I ask you to decide. Does this sound like the word of God, or is it more like the ranting of Moses, trying his very best to scare the hell out of wayward troublemakers in his clan? 

 



 
 


2. Summary of the Old Testament
 



 

The Old Testament portion of the Bible entails a history of the “world” from the Hebrew perspective. More precisely it’s the ancient history of the Jews. It can be summarized very briefly:
 



 
 

 Creation—Adam and Eve
 

 Destruction—Noah’s Ark
 

 Reconstruction—Covenant of Abraham
 

 Jews enslaved in Egypt
 

 Nation Building in the Promised Land
 

 The Laws of Moses
 

 The Reign of David and Solomon
 

 Downfall of the Israeli Nation
 

 Jews enslaved in Babylon
 

 Foretelling the Messiah
 



 
 



 
 


The Beginning—Creation
 



 
 


To me, the first chapter of Genesis is the most fundamental truth of the Bible. It is critical to my faith, because without Creation, there is no God. Notice what the Scriptures do not say: 

 

 


 


In the beginning, there was this Big Bang, see? It came right out of nowhere. Superheated gas crystallized and formed a big ball. Hydrogen randomly combined with oxygen in a ratio of 2:1, and water vapor condensed cooling the hot mass. DNA organized itself, mixed with hydrocarbons and thrived in salty water. A heavy bombardment of x-rays from a supernova caused these elements to mutate, dividing haphazardly and evolving into living stem cells. Many of those cells mysteriously started beating like a heart, pushing nutrients toward other cells, and families of cells spontaneously grouped into male and female genders. Some species died out but others eyed one another and organized a massive orgy leading to conception. Over eons, countless rounds of reproduction and extinction resulted in larger species. Amoeba colonies turned into fish, fish turned into lizards, lizards turned into apes and apes turned into man.

 

 


 


People take the argument between Evolution and Creation much too lightly. Without a loving Creator, we’re in big trouble. Of course, the Jewish and Christian cultures don’t hold a monopoly on Creation. Virtually every group on earth has its own story. I recently heard one of the more fascinating ones while traveling in Arizona. Plodding some one-hundred miles on horseback with a Navajo family in Canyon de Chelly last summer, I learned the Navajo version. A long, involved treatise, it was passed down through countless generations of Native Americans. It had a few similarities to Genesis, but there is one excerpt you won’t find anywhere in the Bible, nor will you hear this one in Sunday school. Quoting directly from The Book of the Navajo, The Navajo Story of Creation (Ramond F. Locke, 2001),
 

 


 


While First Woman had given birth to The People, she was obese and untidy and prone to argue with First Man. One day he brought home a fine fat deer from the hunt. First woman boiled some of it and had a hearty meal. When they had done the woman wiped her greasy hands and said, “E’yehe sitsod” (Thanks my vagina).

 

 “What is that you said?” asked First Man.

 


She repeated what she had said.

 

 “Why do you speak thus,” he asked. “Was it not I who killed the deer whose flesh you have eaten? Why do you not thank me? Was it your vagina that killed the deer?”

 

 “Yes,” she replied. “If it were not for that, you would not have killed the deer. If it were not for that you lazy men would do nothing.” 


 

 


 


Now there’s a creation story! Not quite as eloquent as Moses, but you must admit, it does convey a basic ring of truth.
 


The Holy Bible starts at the beginning with the legendary story of Adam and Eve.
 



Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
(King James)

 

 



 


Genesis 1:26-27 And God said, let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

 


So God created man is his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female he created he them. (King James)

 

 



 


Now, this seems a perfect explanation for our existence, but unfortunately, those who assembled the Bible wouldn’t leave well enough alone. Apparently there was some controversy down at the Synagogue because of the implication toward sexual parity. Ancient Hebrew men wouldn’t stand for such heresy. Some mysterious writer was compelled to throw in a second version, a creation story which put the boys and girls in their proper seats. 

 



 
 


Genesis 2:7-23 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul . . . And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it . . . And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make him a help meet (helper) for him . . . and the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he woman, and brought her unto man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. (King James)

 

 



 


Most people know the rest of the saga. Forevermore, women would be blamed for all the evil in the world because of Eve getting in cahoots with the local snake-in-the-grass and blowing up Adam’s sweet deal. Of course, Adam didn’t put of much of a fight. 

 



 
 


Genesis 3:6 She took the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. (King James)

 

 



 


God was outraged with the two of them. Actually, Adam got off pretty light. All he had to do was get off his duff and find work. The real curse was laid on Eve. No more single’s bars, Eve was suddenly plagued with fertility, menstruation, pregnancy, labor pains and a fate worse than death, KIDS!
Then came
sore breasts, sleepless nights, baby-food, strollers, car-seats, cooking, cleaning, sewing and a whole passel of screaming rug-rats. God wasn’t through with Eve though. She lost all her stripes, instantly demoted to second-class citizen to be forever ruled by her new master, her husband!
 

 



 


Genesis 3:16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow though shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. (King James)

 

 



 

Sorry ladies, read it and weep!
 



 
 


The Ending – Judgment and Hope

 



 
 


The end of the Old Testament is also noteworthy. The last verses of Malachi cap off hundreds of prophecies predicting the mass destruction of Israel, restoration, the coming of a Messiah and Judgment Day. 

 


No matter how many convincing miracles God delivered, the Jews were unable to resist sliding back into paganism and idolatry. So in the last group of prophecies, God gave up on their ability to reform and decided to take matters into his own hand. Around five-hundred years before Christ, numerous verses predict the coming of a Savior. The Old Testament ends with a bang. 

 



 
 


Malachi 4:1-2 “WATCH NOW,” the Lord of Hosts declares, “the day of judgment is coming, burning like a furnace. The proud and wicked will be burned up like straw; like a tree, they will be consumed—roots and all.

 

 “But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in his wings. And you will go free, leaping with joy like calves let out to the pasture. (Living Bible)

 



 
 



Chapter 5.
 


Ancient ENIGMA
 



 
 

THE ANCIENT HISTORY of the Jewish people is a long, cyclic litany of praising God then rejecting him. As the Hebrews fell back toward pagan idols, Jehovah used miracles, strong leaders and prophets to revive their faith. When they were in synch, worshiping God and obeying the Law, they were prosperous and powerful against their enemies. When they reverted to idolatry, thievery and immorality, they were impoverished and enslaved. Famine, disease and war were the greatest fears of the time, and all the people in the region were constantly praying to one form of deity or another trying to gain some measure of control over their lives. 

 


The Old Testament often refers to “Judgment,” which modern readers link to heaven or hell, but “life after death” was not even imagined by ancient Bible writers. The notion of an eternal life in heaven for the common man didn’t emerge until around 200 BC, well after the Scriptures were penned. I found this odd, because even the most primitive cultures freely discuss prospects in the “the happy hunting grounds.” The people of the Old Testament didn’t seem so concerned with “afterlife” as they were with “before-death.” They envisioned God as a fearsome warrior, one who rewarded good behavior by sending rain and good crops and punished bad behavior by sending famine, disease and military defeat. As a matter of fact, they were terrified of the prospect of actually running into The Big Guy. They held the belief that seeing God meant instant death. When the ancient Hebrew thought God was near, he fell to the ground smashing his face into the mud. When truly upset, he tore at his clothes and mourned in robes of “sackcloth.” 

 


The Old Testament was written in a time when violence ruled, races discriminated, slavery was rampant and people atoned their sins with sacrificial blood. They were farmers and ranchers, and blood was a big part of daily life. Blood was considered the very essence of divine life, and, therefore, eating blood (eating life) was taboo. Their view of the world was Israel at the center, surrounded by a few dozen other nations. Although their understanding of geography and astronomy was primitive, their world was fascinating, and survival was the mission. Surprisingly, the people described in these stories four millennia past were not that different from people today. They toiled, they battled, they worshipped, they loved and they got into all sorts of trouble.
 


Holy ENIGMA!
finds its most fertile ground in our English translations of ancient Scripture. If you seek the truly wacky, you’ll encounter easy pickings in the Old Testament. I’ve organized the more extraordinary verses into categories like Contradictions, Ancient Laws, Circumcision and Sex. But, let’s get started with my all time favorite. Ladies, you might want to take a Valium.
 



 
 


1. Women of the Old Testament
 



 
 

What was it like to be of the feminine gender at the time of Abraham? Exactly how did women fare in the Bible? Yes, there was a time before women’s lib, Roe vs. Wade, women’s suffrage, sexual harassment lawsuits and political correctness. Girls, brace yourselves. To be perfectly honest,
the Bible ain’t no chick book! I expect the N.O.W. ladies must be atheists. If not, they will be after they read the Old Testament. It appears the godly authors of our Holy Bible held only the male species with regard. It’s clear—they placed women on the evolutionary scale somewhere between the amoeba and the slug. If you read the Old Testament carefully, you’ll find there’s no biblical distinction between women and slaves.
 


In the Torah, it’s no contest girls, men rule! In the massive rendition of the Old Testament I read, you could squeeze all the positive stories about females on less than one page. No, I’m not exaggerating. All the prophets were men; all the main characters were men; all the known authors of the Bible were men; all the kings were men and all the judges, except one, you guessed it, men! In an apparent attempt to keep their wives from permanently locking the bedroom door, those who assembled the Bible were compelled to toss a few crumbs of self-respect to females. There is only one brief story which denotes a wise and strong woman, actually a female ruler. How this particular miracle transpired, no one knows, but Deborah, a bona fide female, was a judge who ruled Israel around 1,200 BC. Out of the entire Bible, this is the only action adventure story involving women. It has a female protagonist and a female executioner.
 



 
 


Judges 4:4-5 Israel’s leader at that time, the one who was responsible for bringing the people back to God, was Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapiddoth. She held court at a place now called, “Deborah’s Palm Tree.” (Living Bible) 


 

 



 


Now, don’t you think that sounds more like a saloon than a courthouse—Deborah’s Palm Tree? Did you notice the author made a point to mention Deborah was the wife of Lapiddoth? Wow! Now there’s an honor. Since Lapiddoth was never before or later mentioned in the Bible, the fact that she was married was an apparent attempt to clear up the sexual preference issue. You’ve got to feel sorry for her poor husband though. No doubt who wore the pants in that family. Lapiddoth must’ve caught hell from all his warrior buddies. The first Jewess in the history of the world to be put in charge, and Lapiddoth had to be married to her. Ha! I’d guess at the very least he would’ve been kicked off the bowling team. 

 


It’s a real puzzler how there could’ve been a heterosexual female in those days with sufficient grit to rule Israel. But, Deborah was the real thing. She summoned her general, Barak, related her vision from God and commanded him to destroy the mighty army of King Jabin at Mount Tabor. Barak refused to fight unless she accompanied him and his troops into battle. Sure! Now you’ve got to figure old Barak was a real suck-up. We men know how to make our lady-friends feel important. It’s like I told my wife one day when she was feeling a little low. “Honey, I refuse to go fishing today unless you come along to bait my hook.”
 

 



 


Judges 4:9 “All right,” she replied, “I’ll go with you, but I’m warning you now that the honor of conquering Sisera will go to a woman instead of to you!” So she went with them to Kedesh. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


It’s not quite clear whether she was making a joke or just being sassy. I suppose it would’ve been thought absurd for a woman to be honored for a successful combat mission. As the story goes, Barak hesitated in the field, but Deborah goaded him into charging with his 10,000 men, and the enemy fled in a panic. All of Sisera’s army was destroyed, only one man left alive. Somehow the sly general, Sisera, managed to slip away and hide in the tent of another woman.
 

 



 


Judges 4:17 Meanwhile, Sisera had escaped to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


There’s that irritating, little “wife” comment again. I guess in those days you were either a wife or a prostitute. Any woman who admitted to being gay would’ve been stoned. Every closet in Israel must’ve been packed full of homosexuals. The significance of Heber was the Kenites had some sort of mutual assistance treaty with Sisera’s tribe.
 

 



 


Judges 4:18-21 Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Come into my tent sir. You will be safe here in our protection. Don’t be afraid.” So he went into her tent and she covered him with a blanket.

 

 “Stand in the door of the tent,” he told her, “and if anyone comes by, looking for me, tell them no one is here.”

 


Then Jael took a sharp tent peg and a hammer and, quietly creeping up to him as he slept, she drove the peg into his temples to the ground; and so he died. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Yeah baby! I Am Woman, Hear Me Roar! Relish it ladies. That’s it, one heroine in four-thousand years. Okay, I should confess, there is one more story of a courageous female, the story of Esther. This teenage girl was compelled to challenge a great king to save her people. After the Jews had been enslaved in Babylon, King Ahasuerus was snubbed by his wife, Queen Vashti, in front of the royal court. Being a woman of some honor and the founder of women’s liberation, Vashti refused to run to her drunken husband’s side when he sent his decree, “Hey baby, get your big, fat behind in here, and wear only your crown so I can show the boys what you’ve got.”(Esther 1:10-11) Vashti thought she had a reasonable excuse—she was busy entertaining the other women of the palace with eunuch ballerinas (Esther 1:9). No matter, the king’s aides were aghast at her hesitation, a deliberate breach of the “obey” command. They were quick to pounce on Vashti.
 



 
 


Esther 1:16-20  “Queen Vashti has wronged not only the king but every official and citizen of your empire. For women everywhere will begin to disobey their husbands when they learn what Queen Vashti has done. And before the day is out, the wife of every one of us officials throughout your empire will hear what the queen did and will start talking to us husbands the same way. We suggest . . . that Queen Vashti be forever banished from your presence and that you choose another queen more worthy than she. When this decree is published throughout your great kingdom, husbands everywhere, whatever their rank, will be respected by their wives.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


You guessed it. Vashti was history! The next little piece of business was to parade every beautiful maiden in front of the king, so he could sleep with them all until he found one that tickled his fancy. Now, there’s a tough job. I knew those kings were busy doing something other than sitting on the throne all day eating grapes. How would you like to be the royal personnel manager who interviewed these girls? Before you answer, you need to know one thing. That position was held exclusively by eunuchs. Of course, if you were a eunuch, I suppose interviewing a bunch of naked maidens would be kind of like kissing your sister.
 

 



 


Esther 2:8-17 So now, as a result of the king’s decree, Esther was brought to the king’s harem at Shushan Palace, along with many other young girls.

 


Esther had not told anyone she was a Jewess, for Mordecai had said not to. 


 


When it was Esther’s turn to go to the king, she accepted the advice of Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the harem, dressing according to his instructions.

 


Well, the king loved Esther more than any of the other girls. He was so delighted with her, he set the royal crown on her head and declared her queen instead of Vashti. (Living Bible) 


 



 
 


To shorten a long, complicated story, the king was tricked by his official, Haman, into a decree which would allow all the Jews to be killed for their property. Mordecai, a Jew, begged Esther, who had conveniently forgotten her ethnicity, to suck it up and petition the king on behalf of her people. Esther’s claim to fame was that this young Jewess mustered the courage to approach the king without being summoned, a crime punishable by death! Not only that, she had to inform His Majesty of her heritage and beg for the lives of the Hebrews. Apparently her sexual prowess on a scale from one to ten fell somewhere on the order of stellar!
 

 



 


Esther 7:3-4 And at last Queen Esther replied, “If I have won your favor, O King, and if it please Your Majesty, save my life and the lives of my people. For I and my people have been sold to those who will destroy us. We are doomed to destruction and slaughter.” (Living Bible)

 

 


 


The king was very angry at Haman, when he learned what had transpired.
 

 



 


Esther 7:8 “Will he even rape the queen right here in my palace, before my very eyes?” the king roared. Instantly the death veil was placed over Haman’s face. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Adios, Haman! The conniving official was promptly hanged. Esther was more than a little effective in her maneuver. Not only were the Jews allowed to live, they were permitted to kill their enemies instead and take their land. With the sweet taste of vengeance fresh on her lips, Esther seemed to relish in the carnage. After the first day of butchery, she begged her King for more.
 

 



 


Esther 9:13-16 And Esther said, “If it please Your Majesty, let the Jews who are here at Shushan do again tomorrow as they have done today, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged on the gallows.”

 


So the king agreed, and the decree was announced at Shushan, and they hung up the bodies of Haman’s ten sons. 


 


Meanwhile, the other Jews throughout the king’s provinces had gathered together and stood for their lives and destroyed all their enemies, killing 75,000 of those who hated them; but they did not take their goods. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Sorry ladies, that really is all there is. No more empowered female chronicles. Other than a few accounts of women who were acclaimed for marrying the right guy or birthing important babies, that’s the sum total of positive female stories in the entire Old Testament. On the other hand, there are plenty of bad girl tales. Cover to cover the Bible is full of references to ladies of the night. When God chastised the Jews in prophecy, he used the quintessential image of harlotry to describe everything wrong with Israel.
 



 
 


Jeremiah 3:2-3 Is there a single spot in all the land where you haven’t been defiled by your adulteries—your worshiping these other gods. You sit like a prostitute beside the road waiting for a client! You sit alone like a Bedouin in the desert. You have polluted the land with your vile prostitution. That is why even the springtime rains have failed, for you are a prostitute and completely unashamed. (Living Bible) 


 



 
 


The most eloquent description of Israel’s moral decay is another treatise of female prostitution found in Ezekiel. Due to its length, I’ve only listed a few excerpts.
 



 
 


Ezekiel 16:5-25 On that day when you were born, you were dumped out into a field and left to die, unwanted. 


 


But I came by and saw you there, covered with your own blood, and I said, “Live, thrive like a plant in the field.” And you did! You grew up and became tall, slender and supple, a jewel among jewels. And when you reached the age of maidenhood your breasts were full-formed and your pubic hair had grown; yet you were naked.

 

 



 


Hold it! Can you imagine how many people who haven’t read the Bible would expect to find, within its covers, those two celebrated words of divinity, “pubic hair?” The Lord God continues.
 

 



 


Later when I passed by again you were old enough for marriage; and I wrapped my cloak around you to legally declare my marriage vow. 


 


Your reputation was great among nations for your beauty; it was perfect because of all the gifts I gave you, Says the Lord God.

 


But you thought you could get along without me—you trusted in your beauty instead, and you gave yourself as a prostitute to every man who came along. Your beauty was his for the asking. You used the lovely things I gave you for making idol shrines and to decorate your bed of prostitution. Unbelievable! 


 


And you took my sons and daughters you had borne to me, and sacrificed them to your gods, and they are gone. Wasn’t it enough that you should be a prostitute? Must you also slay my children in the fires of strange altars?

 


And then, in addition to all your other wickedness—woe, woe, upon you, says the Lord God—you built a spacious brothel for your lovers, and idol altars on every street, and there you offered your beauty to every man who came by, in an endless stream of prostitution. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


The wise King Solomon had some comical things to say regarding women in the book of Proverbs. He wrote endless anecdotes in an attempt to educate his teenage son about the fairer sex and many other subjects. If you think about it, you’ll find a lot of wisdom in this Bible humor. By the way, who says the Bible’s not funny? Here are some of my favorites.
 



 
 


Proverbs 11:22 A beautiful woman lacking discretion and modesty is like a fine gold ring in a pig’s snout. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Proverbs 19:13 A rebellious son is a calamity to his father and a nagging wife annoys like constant dripping. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Proverbs 21:9 It’s better to live in the corner of an attic than with a crabby woman in a lovely home. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Proverbs 21:19 Better to live in the desert than with a quarrelsome, complaining wife. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Proverbs 27:15 A constant dripping on a rainy day and a cranky woman are much alike. You can no more stop her complaints than you can stop the wind. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Proverbs 31:2-3 Oh my son, whom I have dedicated to the Lord, don’t spend your time with women—the royal pathway to destruction. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Ecclesiastes 7:27-28 This is my conclusion, says the preacher, one tenth of one percent of the men I interviewed could be said to be wise, but not one woman! (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Proverbs 23:26-28 Oh my son, trust my advice—stay away from prostitutes. For a prostitute is a deep and narrow grave. Like a robber, she waits for her victims as one after another become unfaithful to their wives. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Solomon wasn’t the only Bible writer skilled in belle bashing. Some of the prophets also had a go at it.
 



 
 


Isaiah 3:12 O my people! Can’t you see what fools your rulers are? Weak as women! Foolish as little children playing king. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Isaiah 3:16-24 Next he will judge the haughty Jewish women, who mince along, noses in the air, tinkling bracelets on their ankles, with wanton eyes that rove among the crowds to catch the glances of the men. The Lord will send a plague of scabs to ornament their heads. He will expose their nakedness for all to see. No longer shall they tinkle with self assurance as they walk. Gone shall be their scarves and ankle chains, headbands, earrings, and perfumes; their rings and jewels, and party clothes and negligees and capes and ornate combs and purses; their mirrors, lovely lingerie, beautiful dresses and veils. Instead of smelling of sweet perfume, they’ll stink. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Holy Jewish Princess! Isaiah was really down on those haughty Jewesses. That cranial scab attack wasn’t bad enough. He had to lay down a curse worse than death, a feminine bouquet of aged catfish.
I found it interesting that ladies-wear and jewelry haven’t changed much. 

 


Okay, here are just two more gender barbs, then I’ll get off the subject. I think you get the picture.
 

 



 


Nahum 3:13 Your troops will be weak and helpless as women. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Zechariah 5:5-8 Then the angel left me for a while, but he returned and said, “Look up! Something is traveling through the sky!”

 

 “What is it?” I asked

 


He replied, “It is a bushel basket filled with the sin prevailing everywhere throughout the land.”

 


Suddenly, the heavy lead cover on the basket was lifted off, and I could see a woman sitting inside the basket!

 


He said, “She represents wickedness,” and he pushed her back into the basket and clamped down the heavy lid again. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Okay fellas, take five—go talk amongst yourselves. I only want to speak to the ladies for a second. How many of you fine women still believe every word in the Bible is God’s sacred word? That’s what I thought! If you’re still not convinced, wait until you see the juicy tidbits I found in the New Testament. It seems ironic the vast majority of fundamental Bible defenders I’ve known have been females.
 


Suffering sexual discrimination, sexual harassment, molestation and humiliation in those days wasn’t the end of a girl’s woes. Just being female was hazardous business. Let’s say, for example, you’re a young lady in the time of Moses. You’re innocently riding your bike along Main Street and have a little accident, suffering a ruptured hymen. Based on Old Testament Scripture, you might as well just go ahead and shoot yourself. Oh, I suppose you could wander off and find yourself a convent. Should you desire marriage, however, you would need to borrow some sheets and a little chicken blood from a friend.
 



 
 


Deuteronomy 22:13-19 “If a man marries a girl, then after sleeping with her accuses her of having had premarital intercourse with another man, saying, ‘She was not a virgin when I married her,’ then the father and mother shall bring the proof of her virginity to the city judges.

 


And they shall spread the garment before the judges. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


The garment? Apparently, the garment of interest would be that lily-white, nuptial nightgown. I’m sure brides across Jerusalem were just itching to deliver red-stained linens to their parents to keep in the family vault. According to Jewish law, however, if the parents could produce the evidence, wifey won the argument, and hubby was brutally whipped and fined $100. But if the parents couldn’t deliver, look out!
 



 
 


Deuteronomy 22:20-21 But if the man’s accusations are true, and she was not a virgin, the judges shall take the girl to the door of her father’s home where the men of the city shall stone her to death. She has defiled Israel by a flagrant crime, being a prostitute while living at home with her parents; and such evil must be cleansed from among you. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


I’d be willing to bet almost anything riding horses and doing giant splits in gym class weren’t very popular pastimes for teenage girls back then. You can also be certain the average high school boy didn’t get much past first base on a hot date. Now those were the days when radiant white actually meant something. And, thanks to Deuteronomy 22, we now know the biblical groundwork for the “white” wedding gown.
 


Married women at the time of Moses were highly motivated to keep their men sexually satiated for the sake of pure survival. For one thing, husbands were allowed to have as many wives as they could afford. If a man wanted his freedom, though, thanks to Moses, he had to undergo a highly complicated legal proceeding and suffer great expense. 

 



 
 


Deuteronomy 24:1 If a man doesn’t like something about his wife he may write a letter stating that he has divorced her, give her the letter and send her away. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


I can’t figure for the life of me what she was supposed to do with that letter, and how she would have a clue what it said? Women of the time didn’t read. On the surface, this mail order annulment may not shock you, but divorce in those days was a death sentence for women. Divorced females had only two bad choices, prostitution or famine. 

 


Woe be it to the married woman who decided to test the waters under one of the other tents. Even a little innocent flirting could get a girl into a pack of trouble. If a Jewish husband suspected his wife of hanky-panky, she was dropped right into the old “squeeze-play.” The fellows of the time designed a tricky little satanic ritual down at the family Synagogue for scaring the hell out of their womenfolk. Because of the length of this text, only excerpts are given.
 



 
 


Numbers 5:11-28 And the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the people of Israel that if a man’s wife commits adultery, but there is no proof, there being no witnesses, and he is jealous and suspicious, the man shall bring his wife to the priest . . . to bring out the truth as to whether or not she is guilty.

 


The priest shall bring her before the Lord, and take holy water in a clay jar and mix it into dust from the floor of the Tabernacle. He shall unbind her hair and place the suspicion offering in her hands to determine whether or not her husband’s suspicions are justified. 


 


He shall require her to swear that she is innocent, and then he shall say to her, ‘If no man has slept with you except your husband, be free from the effects of this bitter water that causes the curse. But if you have committed adultery, then Jehovah shall make you a curse among your people, for he will make your thigh to rot away and your body to swell.’ And the woman will be required to say, ‘Yes, let it be so.’

 


He shall . . . then require the woman to drink the water. If she has been defiled, having committed adultery against her husband, the water will become bitter within her, and her body will swell and her thigh will rot, and she shall be a curse among her people. But if she is pure and has not committed adultery, she is unharmed and will soon become pregnant. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Holy thigh rot! One more set of verses which will surely escape Sunday school study. Yikes! Looks like she’s going to swell either way. Can you visualize a rotten thigh? It can’t be pretty. 

 


Now hold on one minute, how about some equal time for the wives here? I know you must be wondering what happened when the female smelled the wrong flavor of toilet water on her master’s turban, right? You guessed it. If the wife had good reason to expect her husband of cheating—tough! What? No “bitter water” test for Bubba? As long as hubby could pay the bills, he could have as many women as he wanted. He was only forbidden to have sex with married women, certain family members, his warrior buddies and sheep. No, I’m not joking! God complained several times in the Old Testament about Jewish men cozying up to their wooly friends (Leviticus 20:15, Exodus 22:19). 

 


The word “defiled” was pretty common among ladies in those days, because, as you might expect, most of the women suffered “the curse” every month. It was part of that dad-blamed hex God laid on Eve.
 



 
 


Leviticus 15:19 “Whenever a woman menstruates, she shall be in a state of ceremonial defilement for seven days afterwards, and during that time anyone who touches her shall be defiled until evening. Anything she lies on or sits on during that time shall be defiled. Anyone touching her bed or anything she sits on shall wash his clothes and bathe himself and be ceremonially defiled until evening. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


You know, ladies, sometimes you just can’t win for losing. Ancient Jewish wives even found themselves in hot water when they tried their very best to honor their wedding vows, abetting Bubba in a fight.
 



 
 


Deuteronomy 25:11-12 If two men fight and one’s wife tries to help by grabbing the testicles of the other man, her hand will be cut off without pity. (Living Bible)

 

 



 

Ouch! That’s gotta smart.
 


But all the biblical news for females isn’t bad. The priests were much more considerate to underprivileged women. They laid out one very important rule to give comfort to widows.
 



 
 


Deuteronomy 25:5-10 If a man’s brother dies without a son, . . . he must marry his brother’s wife and sleep with her. The first son she bears to him shall be counted as the son of the dead brother, so that his name will not be forgotten. But if the dead man’s brother refuses to do his duty in this matter . . . the elders of the city will then summon him and talk it over with him, and if he still refuses, the widow shall walk over to him in the presence of the elders, pull his sandal from his foot, and spit in his face. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Yahoo! Now there’s some instant justice. See, women did have a few rights. What isn’t said is, after she had the pleasure of spitting in his face, she wandered off into the desert to dig for roots. 

 


The Bible has a lot to say about rape. Rape was no big deal back in those days—some such acts were even sanctioned by Law. With a little probing, you might even notice there’s no commandment to the effect, “Thou shalt not force thyself upon a lady.” As long as you were willing to wrap the old wedding cloak around her, it wasn’t even considered adultery. Although the word “rape” is rarely used in the Bible, you must remember ancient women were around for only one thing—pleasing men. Often the biblical terms “marrying her,” “lying with her,” “seducing her” and “raping her” are synonymous. A young girl who was raped in ancient Israel didn’t get much of a break unless she was lucky enough to be raped in the woods.
 



 
 


Deuteronomy 22:23-27 If there is a betrothed virgin, and a man meets her in the city and lies with her, then you shall bring them both out to the gate of the city, and you shall stone them to death with stones, the young woman because she did not cry for help though she was in the city, and the man because he violated his neighbors wife . . .

 


But if in the open country a man meets a young woman who is betrothed, and the man seizes her and lies with her, then only the man who lay with her shall die . . . though the betrothed young woman cried for help there was no one to rescue her. (Revised Standard Version)

 

 



 


Sounds kind of like that philosophical tree falling in the forest when no one’s around to hear it—does it really make a sound? Raping women from other nations in wartime wasn’t considered taboo. On the contrary, it was standard operating procedure. Would you believe the Bible says such forced sex was blessed by the Lord, our God? Here, see for yourself. As Fox News often says, “We report, you decide.”
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 21:10-14 When you go to war and the Lord your God delivers your enemies to you, and you see among the captives a beautiful girl you want as your wife, take her home with you . . . However, if after marrying her you decide you don’t like her, you must let her go free. (Living Bible)

 

 


 


Did you notice what it did not say, “ask her nicely if she would like to go home with you?” No, it says “take her!” In context of the words of that last sentence, “marrying her” clearly entails a one-way contract, or shall we just be honest and call it “rape?” Come now. Do you really believe the Lord our God would encourage the Israeli warriors to rape helpless females? Once again, the Life Application Study Bible has no comment. This verse reminds me of the old advertising slogan, “Try it, you’ll like it!” If you don’t, feel free to toss it on the garbage heap. One thing is sure, if you were a woman in the time of Moses, you wanted a real hard-abs, killer for a husband. And, you wanted to make sure he had plenty of buddies just as fierce. From the female perspective, it was imperative to be on the winning side of every battle.
 


Okay, we’ve discussed young women and wives, but how did ancient mothers fare? Apparently when the rains didn’t come, young folks had a way of disappearing. In the book of 2 Kings, two Jewish mothers conjured up a practical solution to the famine.
 



 
 


2 Kings 6:26-29 One day as the king of Israel was walking along the walls of the city, a woman called to him, “Help, my lord the king.”

 

 “If the Lord doesn’t help you what can I do?” he retorted. “I have neither food nor wine to give you. However, what’s the matter.”

 


She replied, “This woman proposed that we eat my son one day and her son the next. So we boiled my son and ate him, but the next day when I said, ‘Kill your son so we can eat him,’ she hid him.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Holy baby boil! Now there’s an interesting Bible story you’ll not hear in church. How unfair of that other mom to hide her son like that. What was she thinking? Horrible themes of burning children as offerings to idol gods and eating the little ones occur over and over in the Old Testament. And, it wasn’t always the pagans doing this. It was more often, God’s holy people. Here are a few more shockers. 

 

 



 


Lamentations 2:20-21
Oh Lord, think! These are your own people to whom you are doing this. Shall mothers eat their little children, those they bounced upon their knees? Shall priests and prophets die within the Temple of the Lord? 


 


See them lying in the streets—old and young, boys and girls, killed by the enemies’ swords. You have killed them, Lord, in your anger, you have killed them without mercy. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Lamentations 3:49-51 Oh that the Lord might look down from heaven and respond to my cry! My heart is breaking over what is happening to the young girls of Jerusalem. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Lamentations 4:9-10 Those killed by the sword are far better off than those who die of slow starvation. Tenderhearted women have cooked and eaten their own children; thus they survived the siege. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Lamentations 5:11 They rape the women of Jerusalem and the girls in Judah’s cities. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Now I hate to keep harping that such passages don’t sound a whole lot like God’s word to me, “These are your own people to whom you are doing this. Shall mothers eat their little children?” Give me a break! These are the type of verses which cause me the most heartburn, those that blame God for the failings of man. Who in their right mind is going to stand up and rationalize such verses are utterings from God? McDowell?
 



 
 

Not me! 

 



 
 

God, why is it people are so dead set to blame you for all their problems?
 



 
 

Lamentations is my least favorite part of the Bible! I told you not to believe everything you read.
 



 
 


Why would God want to tell us in his Holy Bible that he will not hesitate to have innocent children slaughtered, roasted and eaten by their parents, and if that doesn’t do the trick, he’ll offer up little girls to be raped and run through? No way, Jose! I can’t believe that, and I think we should not be caught faulting God for such talk by claiming these are His words. Psalms and Lamentations are packed full of such passages. And I had always been taught in Sunday school that Psalms were beautiful songs of praise. More than half of the verses in Psalms are people cursing God out of their misery. Read these two books and you’ll be stunned. 

 


Anyway, let’s move on to something a little lighter. I’ll finish this chapter on a positive note. The most beautiful tribute to women in the Bible is found in the Songs of Solomon or Song of Songs. This is by far the sexiest portion of the Bible, a group of poems about intimate love laced with titillating sexuality. Biblical scholars question why this book was included in the Scriptures, but certain Jewish rabbis claimed it a metaphor for God’s intimate love of Israel. What better way to celebrate God’s creation of man and woman than to paint a beautiful picture of human sexuality? I find it fascinating that these love poems, giving both the male and female view, were all supposedly written by one man, Solomon. 

 


Reading this poetic liturgy, one would think King Solomon was a champion of monogamy. He very eloquently described the one and only true love of his life. But according to Scripture, this wealthiest of Jewish kings had 700 wives and 300 concubines (1Kings 11:3). At least you have to admit, he spoke from experience. With a thousand bed-mates, I suppose he knew a thing or two about females. To get the full effect from this delightful rendition, take a few moments and read all of this short book. Here are some of my favorite excerpts.
 



 
 


Song of Songs 7:1-9 KING SOLOMON:
“How beautiful your tripping feet. O queenly maiden! Your rounded thighs are like jewels, the work of the most skilled craftsmen. Your navel is lovely as a goblet filled with wine. Your waist is like a heap of wheat set about with lilies. Your two breasts are like two fawns, yes, lovely twins. Your neck is stately as an ivory tower, your eyes as limpid pools in Heshbon by the gate of Bath-rabbim. Your nose is shapely like the tower of Lebanon overlooking Damascus.”

 

 “As Mount Carmel crowns the mountains, so your hair is your crown. The king is held captive in your queenly tresses.”

 

 “Oh, how delightful you are; how pleasant, O love, for utter delight! You are tall and slim like a palm tree, and your breasts are like its cluster of dates. I said, I will climb up into the palm tree and take hold of its branches. Now may your breasts be like grape clusters, and the scent of your breath like apples, and your kisses as exciting as the best of wines, smooth and sweet.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


How about that schnozola, huh? Wow, the “tower of Lebanon!” Must’ve been a real honker. I love that line, “Your navel is lovely as a goblet filled with wine.” Now reflect on that. I’m pretty sure they had no Chardonnays back then. Have you ever seen a healthy navel that was red like wine? There’s a fascinating story behind this verse in the research. The actual word given in ancient Hebrew Scripture was not “navel.” Can you guess what it was? I’ll give you a hint—it was a little lower on the female anatomy. Yet all the four English translations I read deliberately substituted “navel” without any footnote. One must wonder how many other words of the Bible were misrepresented because of translator bias or just plain embarrassment. 

 


Here’s another beautiful love poem from the Song of Songs.
 

 



 


Song of Songs 8:1-12 The Girl: Oh if you were only my brother; then I could kiss you no matter who was watching, and no one would laugh at me. I would bring you to my childhood home, and there you would teach me. I would give you spiced wine to drink, sweet pomegranate wine. His left hand would be under my head and his right hand would embrace me. I adjure you, O women of Jerusalem, not to awaken him until he please.”

 


The Young Women of Jerusalem: “Who is this coming up from the desert, leaning on her beloved?”

 


King Solomon:
“Under the apple tree where your mother gave birth to you in her travail, there I awakened your love.”

 


The Girl: “Seal me in your heart with permanent betrothal, for love is strong as death, and jealousy is as cruel as Sheol. It flashes fire, the very flame of Jehovah. Many waters cannot quench the flame of love, neither can the floods drown it. If a man tried to buy it with everything he owned, he couldn’t do it.

 


The Girl: “We have a little sister too young for breasts. What shall we do if someone asks to marry her?”

 


King Solomon: “If she has no breasts, we will build upon her a battlement of silver, and if she is a door we will enclose her with cedar boards.”

 


The Girl: “I am slim, tall, and full-breasted and I have found favor in my lover’s eyes. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Yooo mama! Look out Judy Bloom! Is it getting hot in here, or is it just me? C’mon admit it—you thought reading the Bible would be dull. 

 


As a final note to Women of the Old Testament, there once was someone even wiser than old King Solomon. He said with great vision and foresight, “Women! What are you going to do? You can’t live with ‘em, and you can’t live without ‘em.” I believe his stage-name was Kermit the Frog. No doubt women have been persecuted over the centuries, but when you read the rhythmic verses of Song of Songs, you get the feeling very little has changed over a few thousand years in the feminine mystique.
 



 
 

2. Holy Circumcision! Or Bringing in the Sheaths
 



 
 

Now that we’re done female bashing, let’s go for the guys, male slashing that is. What’s so funny about clipping the foreskin off the male member? Yikes! Come on, think about it—circumcision is one of the most comical themes in the Holy Bible. Besides, it rests at the very core of Old Testament ethos. Have you ever seen a freshly circumcised infant? You can find such pictures on the Internet, and I’m here to tell you—they’re mighty gruesome. Amazingly, the influence of this barbaric, pagan ritual has carried forward with little scrutiny through thousands of years of human advancement.
 



 
 

Okay, Twain, you’re on your own. I’m off to visit some of my other writers across the universe. I’ll check back with you later.
 



 
 

Please do. I desperately need your help.
 



 
 

Hey, you’re doing fine. 

 



 
 

Thank you God.
 



 
 


Please tell me one thing—who came up with the brilliant idea a man’s natural sex organ wasn’t properly designed? The Bible says this whole mutilation thing was God’s idea. But, why would the Creator want his men-folk to destroy perfectly healthy tissue, which he, himself created? Why not pierce an ear or lob off a finger, and why this continuous Old Testament obsession with the Hebrew male
and his penis? Why weren’t Jewish women required to be circumcised? Above all, why is circumcision such a major theme of the Holy Bible? I can’t think of one single subject that seems less holy to me than that of the male foreskin. 

 


Exactly what is circumcision you ask? Everybody knows that, right? I thought I did until I looked into it. The in-depth research I conducted over my lunch break (www.mutilation.com) informed me that male circumcision is a pagan ceremony which began in primitive tribes well before the time of Abraham. In ancient times, it was more of a slashing as opposed to the technique used today. Now, we don’t fool around. Modern circumcision is the complete amputation of the foreskin and the frenulum. Who cares, you ask? Well, this is the most sensitive part of the organ, containing a huge number of nerve receptors called “Meissner corpuscles.” A circumcised male is drastically desensitized. There’s a great deal of information about circumcision in the research, but the net of it is this—except for the odd case of foreskin maladies, there is no medical justification for it. According to a group called Doctors Opposing Circumcision, routine mutilations have been found to violate not only the Golden Rule, but also the first tenet of medical practice, “First, do no harm.” They claim circumcision violates all seven principles of the A.M.A. Code of Ethics.
 


So, where is this rite introduced in the Old Testament? It comes at the very root of Jewish culture, God’s covenant with Abraham.
 



 
 


Genesis 17:1-8 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” 


 


Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you the father of many nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God.” (New International Version)

 



 
 


Wow! Can you imagine God waking you up in the middle of the night and promising you will be the origin of all his people, and you will take possession of say, the entire United States, for example, free of charge! I know it would’ve made me mighty uneasy. My daddy once told me, “There ain’t no such thing as a free lunch. Son, let me give you some powerful advice. Every time you hear the word ‘free,’ grab your wallet.”
As it turns out, there was one little hitch in the small print of Abraham’s gift.
 



 
 


Genesis 17:9-14 Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to come. This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep. Every male among you must be circumcised. You are to undergo circumcision and it will be a sign of the covenant between me and you. For the generations to come, every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring. Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. (New International Version)

 

 



 


As a side note, isn’t it intriguing that the God of the Old Testament had little or no problem with slavery? Sure, Abraham, go ahead, buy all the Gentiles you want, just so long as you make sure and get them properly circumcised. 

 

 



 


Genesis 17:23-26 On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his household or bought with his money, every male in his household and circumcised them as God told him. Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised and his son Ishmael was thirteen. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Eeeeyooow! That had to hurt, especially at the age of ninety-nine. You’ve got to feel for the old guy. I expect slashing his teenage son would’ve been testy, but can you just picture Abraham trying to explain this “great blessing” to his field hands? “Hey Charlie, take five, will ya? Come on in the kitchen and have a nice glass of iced tea. Uh, I’ve got some really big news. God spoke to me last night in a dream, and he wants me to give you a very special gift. Yeah, that’s right, but first you’ll need to close your eyes and lower your pants.” This circumcision business is just so peculiar, I have a very hard time believing it came from God. 

 



 
 

Hello God.
 

. . . 

 

God, are you there?
 

. . .
 

Oh Gooood?
 

. . .
 

Shucks!
 



 
 


Now if you really want to hear a strange story about circumcision, check out Exodus 4:24. This is one of those passages which slips nicely into the category of outlandish! I’m sure you’re generally familiar with the Moses-Pharaoh chronicle made famous at the movies. Well, I’d bet there are a few things about that story you don’t know. Did you know Moses traveled to Egypt with his wife and sons? Did you know the Bible says God decided to kill Moses while they were on the road? Did you know the wife of Moses, Zipporah, saved him by quickly slashing her own son’s penis and spraying blood on Moses’ feet? I guess they must’ve forgotten to put this scene in the Hollywood production. Another huge mystery! See what fun things you miss when you let others read the Bible for you?
 



 
 


Exodus 4:20-26 So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey and started back to Egypt. And he took the staff of God in his hand.

 


The Lord said to Moses . . . “Then say to Pharaoh, ‘This is what the Lord says: Israel is my firstborn son, and I told you, “Let my son go that he may worship me.” But you refused to let him go, so I will kill your firstborn son.’”

 


At a lodging place on the way, the Lord met Moses and was about to kill him. But Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off her son’s foreskin and touched Moses’ feet with it. “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me,” she said. So the Lord let him alone. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Huuuh? What was that again, “the Lord met Moses and was about to kill him?” Never heard that one before. This is one of those verses which looks like something got lost in translation. It’s just stuck in there with neither transition nor explanation. It looks very much out of place and totally illogical in context of the story. A footnote indicates the translator wasn’t exactly sure if the Lord was about to kill Moses or his son, but neither makes sense. There’s no good reason God would want to kill Moses. His humble servant was doing exactly as he was told, so why would God want to kill him? In any case, the “bridegroom of blood” refers to circumcision. The ancient Jews believed the blood from circumcision could be used to ward off demonic attack. 

 


The circumcision ritual, which continues to define the Jewish male and many Christians as well, is a huge mystery, because it goes against the biblical precept of honoring the human body as a sacred temple. We don’t think much about it today, but circumcision in those days was dangerous business. Keep in mind, they had no sterile operating rooms, no anesthetics, no antibiotics, no disinfectants or anti-bacterials. They simply lined the men up, took their dirty hands, extended the dirty foreskins and slashed them off with a dirty rock. Ouch! In the time of Moses, any kind of serious infection was a death sentence. 

 


Was circumcision really mandated by the Creator, and if so, what was God trying to achieve through this kind of mutilation? There’s no shortage of “logical” explanations. The first, most of us lean toward, is to promote cleanliness and good health. I’m sure Abraham and his buddies didn’t take a shower every day. Imagine the filth after wandering around behind those sheep for a few months. It must’ve been considered a cleansing process to at least some of the ancient Jews, because the word “circumcision” is sometimes used in the Bible, metaphorically, for “repentance” or “cleansing.” 

 


A second possible justification might’ve been sacrificial. As we say at the gym, “No pain, no gain.” Sacrifices were big in Abraham’s world. In other words, maybe circumcision was designed to purposely induce pain that would seal a man’s commitment to God. Nuns and monks believe self-denial, starvation, misery and pain bring humans closer to the Creator. But if pain was the goal, I expect they would’ve circumcised much later in life. An eight-day-old baby might scream bloody murder upon slashing, but he wouldn’t have a clue regarding his “sacrifice.”
 


The most obvious reason one would want to be circumcised goes way back to those ancient pagan rituals. Long before Abraham, guys were lining up for the knife. When something catches on big like golf, tennis, yachting or circumcision, every true man wants to get in on the action and become a member of the club. No self-respecting young fellow wants to be embarrassed in the shower after football practice. The Scriptures say circumcision was used to mark men of God so they could be distinguished from Gentiles. Distinguished? Now think that through. Exactly how, when and where would the Jewish warrior present his credentials? If God was after a patent identification mark, why wouldn’t he pick a more visible location, say lob off an ear or shave the eyebrows? 

 


The mysticism of circumcision was addressed by a Medieval rabbi, Moses Maimonides, around 1200 AD in his book, The Guide of the Perplexed. I found this 800-year-old quote fascinating.
 



 
 


Similarly with regard to circumcision, one of the reasons for it is, in my opinion, the wish to bring about a decrease in sexual intercourse and a weakening of the organ in question, so that this activity be diminished and the organ be in as quiet a state as possible.

 

 



 


It is also well known what degree of mutual love and mutual help exists between people who all bear the same sign, which forms for them a sort of covenant and alliance. Circumcision is a covenant made by Abraham our Father with a view to the belief in the unity of God. Thus everyone who is circumcised joins Abraham's covenant. This covenant imposes the obligation to believe in the unity of God: To be a God unto thee and to thy seed after thee. This also is a strong reason, as strong as the first, which may be adduced to account for circumcision; perhaps it is even stronger than the first.



 

 



 


The words “circumcise, circumcision and uncircumcised” are scat-tered all through the Bible and definitions evolved over the thousand-year period these books were written. “Uncircumcised” came to mean “non-Jews,” a synonym for heathen, and “circumcise” came to mean “repent.” The critical importance of the mutilation ritual was reemphasized in Joshua before the Jews were allowed to enter the Promised Land. The most holy Moses somehow forgot to enforce this part of God’s covenant, and after forty years of wandering, newer generations walked among the “whole.” Apparently, this could not be tolerated.
 



 
 


Joshua 5:2-7 The Lord then told Joshua to set aside a day to circumcise the entire male population of Israel. The Lord instructed them to manufacture flint knives for this purpose. The place where the circumcision rite took place was named, “The Hill of the Foreskins.” So now Joshua circumcised their children. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Holy tourist trap! Gee, I certainly hope peace comes soon—I can’t wait to travel to the Holy Land. The first thing on my agenda will be to pack a picnic basket, grab my best girl and head out to the Hill of Foreskins. Yuuuck!
 

 



 


Joshua 5:8 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have ended your shame of not being circumcised . . . After the ceremony the entire nation rested in camp until the raw flesh of their wounds had been healed. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Toward the end of the Old Testament, God spoke once again on this subject, according to the prophet, Ezekiel.
 

 



 


Ezekiel 44:6-9 The Lord God says, “O Israel, you have sinned greatly, by letting the uncircumcised into my sanctuary . . . Thus you have broken my covenant in addition to all your other sins.” 


 


The Lord God says, “No foreigner of all the many among you shall enter my sanctuary if he has not been circumcised and does not love the Lord.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Jewish kings must have thought the frenulum had some spiritual significance. Native American Indians were severely chastised for taking enemy scalps. But Egyptians, who were circumcised, often took heads or hands for count, unless they were fighting the uncircumcised Libyans, then they took foreskins. Jewish warriors fighting the Gentile were famous for collecting the bloody things. Can you just picture circumcising your dead enemy? I suppose you probably wouldn’t think of God’s sacred warrior, David, as a foreskin collector. Well, try this passage on for size.
 

 



 


1 Samuel 18:24-26 When Saul’s men reported this back to him, he told them, “Tell David the only dowry I need is one hundred dead Philistines. Vengeance on my enemies is all I want.” But what Saul had in mind was that David would be killed in the fight.

 


David was delighted to accept the offer. So, before the time limit expired, he and his men went out and killed two hundred Philistines and presented their foreskins to King Saul. So Saul gave Michal to him. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Hey, what happened to the commandment—you shall not murder? David, one of God’s favorite people, killed two-hundred Gentiles solely for the pleasure of the king’s daughter. Talk about a hit-man! Since the Bible said David took their foreskins, the Philistines were obviously uncircumcised heathen and, therefore, free game. You’ve got to ask yourself, what would the old king do with two-hundred foreskins? I shudder to speculate. It’s interesting to note that this overt act of homicide on David’s part wasn’t considered a sin in the context of the Bible. On the contrary, it was considered an act of extreme bravery. I wonder if those who tout inerrancy have any problems with that?
 


It wasn’t only the frenulum which had spiritual significance in Bible times. It seems everything about the male reproductive system was somehow involved in church protocol. 

 

 



 


Deuteronomy 23:1 If a man’s testicles are crushed or his penis is cut off, he shall not enter the sanctuary. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Oh well, if the family jewels were smashed, I expect you wouldn’t feel much like going to church anyway.
 


Enough said about the male sex organ and circumcision. Although the Bible claims God commanded this gruesome ritual, later chapters in the Old Testament imply that sexual mutilation was not the objective. Rather, early Bible writers saw circumcision as a symbol for loving God. The metaphor escapes me, but several mysterious verses compare the “love of God” directly to “circumcision of the heart.”
 



 
 


Jeremiah 9:25-26 A time is coming, says the Lord, when I will punish all those who are circumcised in body but not in spirit—the Egyptians, Edomites, Ammonites, Moabites, Arabs, and yes, even you people of Judah. For all these pagan nations also circumcise themselves. Unless you circumcise your hearts by loving me, your circumcision is only a heathen rite like theirs, and nothing more. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Though much of the Bible is ignored by modern worshipers, it astounds me that the primitive rite of circumcision has somehow survived. Oh, the irony! In a time when we send astronauts to the moon and peer across fifteen billion light-years of space with robotic telescopes, we still find it necessary to mark our baby boys with the bloody covenant of Abraham. Such is the influence of those who believe in the absolute inerrancy of the Holy Bible.
 



 
 

3. The Law of Moses
 



 
 

Everyone knows the Ten Commandments. Or do you? How many can you rattle off? Come on, give it a try. Let’s see there was something about stealing, killing and coveting. I’m not sure why, but no man ever forgets that last one, the one about coveting thy neighbor’s wife. How about “thou shall not kill?” I bet you remembered that one, right? But, there’s a little problem. There was a whole lot of killing going on in Bible times, much of it commanded by Jehovah. And, even today, we have little or no problem killing our enemies. In their rush to avoid biblical controversy, the Living Bible and New International Bible translators deal with this issue by changing the word “kill” to “murder.” “Though shall not murder.” Oh goody, now I feel better.
 


Most parents remember Commandment 5— “honor thy father and mother.” Did you know that under ancient law, dishonoring mom and dad was punishable by death? And you thought spanking was tough. There are many places in the Bible where it specifically directs parents to beat their children. I remember one verse in Chapter 23 of Proverbs that shrewdly states, “Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod he will not die.” Another ancient Proverb states, “He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him.” I think some modern mothers and fathers need to paste that one up on the refrigerator.
 


Do you believe we should hang the Ten Commandments in our schools and courthouses? Many Americans agree this is a good idea, because of the prevalent notion they are ten generic norms of ethic. But that’s not true—such are only the last six. The first four deal exclusively with the God of the Christian and the Jew. Hey, you can’t please everybody! I expect Buddhists wouldn’t be too happy with the second commandment, and, of course, atheists would barf all over the first four. So, in this day of “political correctness,” I have a suggestion. Why don’t we learn from those Living Bible translators and just fix up the first four commandments to suit the times? Then we can carve the new list onto stone tablets and hang them on every public building. Try these on for size.
 



 
 


1. You shall worship any old god you like, regardless of race, color, creed or sexual orientation, or you shall worship no god at all, if that floats your boat.

 


2. You are to spend all day on Sunday watching football, and you are not allowed to do any yard-work, nor attend to the “honey-do” list, nor take out the trash. 


 

 



 


Oh yeah, I like that one. While we’re at it, might as well toss in those famous “boomer” mantras. 

 

 



 


3. If it feels good, do it! 


 


4. It’s okay, as long as you don’t hurt anyone. 


 



 
 


The actual Ten Commandments, found in Exodus expand into several paragraphs, so only the first line of each is shown for brevity. 

 



 
 


Exodus 20:1-17And God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

 



 
 

1. You shall have no other gods before me.

 

2. You shall not make for yourself an idol.

 

3. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.

 

4. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

 


5. Honor your father and your mother.

 



6. You shall not murder.
 

7. You shall not commit adultery.
 

8. You shall not steal.
 

9. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

 

10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house, you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife . . . (New International Version)

 

 

 


It seems to me at least a couple of good ones are missing. How about, “You shall not beat the stuffing out of your wife;” “You shall not sacrifice, consume, abuse or molest children;” or “You shall not force yourself on a helpless female?” How about, “You shall not buy and sell people?” I suppose such behaviors were considered unworthy of the top ten taboos. If you read the fine print, you might find it interesting that all the commandments were directed exclusively at the male. There is no mention, for example, of coveting thy neighbor’s husband. Moses wrote that God, himself, carved these ten laws into stone. Those sacred tablets were to be stored forever in the “Ark of the Covenant,”
a religious icon made famous by the action packed movies featuring Indiana Jones.
 


If you haven’t read the Bible, you probably don’t realize the Ten Commandments were just a warm up. Hundreds of commandments were given in Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy. It took Moses more than a month on top of Mt. Sinai to record the details. According to the Bible, God decided to micromanage every nuance of Jewish life. Before his chosen people were allowed to enter the “land of milk and honey,” it seems God wanted to make sure they had plenty of rules and regulations to keep them in check. 

 


Looking at the big picture, the Laws of Moses are so convoluted, it would be impossible for any human to wholly comply. But, as we have already seen, the Old Testament gives no quarter to backsliders. On the other hand, minor infractions could be atoned with sacrifices: bloody animal killings, burnt offerings, grain offerings, fellowship offerings or sin offerings. In most cases, a prized animal was brought to the Tabernacle and slaughtered—the blood was drained away and sprinkled around the altar. The meat was burned as a sacrifice to God. Sacrifices of grain, money, birds and mammals were given to the priests to support those serving in the Tabernacle. Can you imagine what would happen today if we actually obeyed the Law and led our favorite bull down to the steps of the Synagogue, gathered a crowd, slashed its living, pulsating throat and sprayed blood everywhere? CNN would have a field day!
 


Now, you’ll want to listen up and take my advice here. If you don’t read any other part of the Bible, you have to read the three books of Hebrew law, because they are particularly entertaining. Some will make you laugh, some will make you cry, but they all offer a peek into the lives of the ancient Jew. Of course, the edicts are too voluminous to include everyone here, but I can’t help but show a few. I’ll list some delectable samples in the order they occur in the New International Version of the Holy Bible. Most of these verses speak for themselves, so I’ll try my very best to hold down the snide remarks. While you’re reading, try to remember Moses claimed every one of these to be divine commandments taken directly from our Creator. 

 



 
 


Exodus 21:7 “If a man sells his daughter as a servant, she is not to go free as men servants do.”

 

 



 


Exodus 21:12-13 “Anyone who strikes a man and kills him shall surely be put to death. However, if he does not do it intentionally, but God lets it happen, he is to flee to a place I will designate.”

 

 



 


Exodus 21:17 “Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.”

 

 



 


Exodus 21:20-21 “If a man beats his male or female slave with a rod and the slave dies as a direct result, he must be punished, but he is not to be punished if the slave gets up after a day or two, since the slave is his property.”

 

 



 

Hmmm?
 

 



 


Exodus 21:22-25 “If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she has a miscarriage, but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined whatever the woman’s husband demands and the court allows. But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.”

 

 



 


Hold on a minute! Let’s look at that one a little more closely. I find it fascinating that the fetus in this commandment is not given any serious consideration under the Law. The injury here applies only to the mother. Think of the implications toward abortion. Have the Pro-Life and Pro-Choice people seen this? Look at the words carefully, “she has a miscarriage, but there is no serious injury.” Not too hard to read between those lines—abortion results in no serious injury? “God’s Law” in this verse appears to argue against the “right to life.” What? Personally, I find it very hard to believe God places no value on a living fetus. After all, aren’t we taught that God knows our name even before we’re conceived?
 

 



 


Exodus 22:2-3 “If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so that he dies, the defender is not guilty of bloodshed; but if it happens after sunrise, he is guilty of bloodshed.”

 

 



 


Exodus 22:16-17 “If a man seduces a virgin who is not pledged to be married and sleeps with her, he must pay the bride-price, and she shall be his wife. If her father absolutely refuses to give her to him, he must still pay the bride-price for virgins.”

 

 



 


Like I said before, if you had plenty of cash, virgins were out there for the taking. 

 

 



 


Exodus 22:18 “Do not allow a sorceress to live.”

 

 



 


Hey, what happened to “though shall not kill?” Of course, sorcerers were not cited here, only sorceresses. Tell me, how do you expect they decided a woman was a sorceress? Hello, Salem Witch Trials!
 

 



 


Exodus 22:29-30 “You must give me the firstborn of your sons. Do the same with your cattle and your sheep.”

 

 



 


Now here’s a good example of how a literal interpretation of God’s word can get you into a heap of trouble. The firstborn cattle and sheep were to be slaughtered on the altar. To God’s chagrin, some Jews interpreted this command to mean they should also sacrifice their firstborn children. God made a point to illuminate that very issue in Jeremiah. 

 



 
 


Jeremiah 7:30-31 For the people of Judah have sinned before my very eyes, says the Lord. They have set up their idols right in my own Temple, in the Valley of Ben-Hinnom, and there they burn to death their little sons and daughters as sacrifices to their gods – a deed so horrible I’ve never even thought of it, let alone commanded it to be done. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Exodus 23:2-3 “When you give testimony in a lawsuit, do not pervert justice by siding with the crowd, and do not show favoritism to a poor man in his lawsuit.”

 

 



 


Exodus 23:19 “Do not cook a goat in its mother’s milk.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 11:2-3  “Of all the animals that live on land, these are the ones you may eat: You may eat any animal that has a split hoof completely divided and that chews a cud.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 11:6-7 “The rabbit, though it chews the cud, does not have a split hoof; it is unclean for you. And the pig, though it has a split hoof completely divided, does not chew the cud; it is unclean for you.” 


 

 



 


Since when did rabbits start chewing cud? I’d be in big trouble under this law. I was brought up with a .22 rifle in my hand, and rabbit was a particular favorite on my family’s dinner table. We also went through a few tons of fried bacon and ham sandwiches. 

 

 



 


Leviticus 11:12 “Anything living in the water that does not have fins and scales is to be detestable to you.” 


 

 



 


Ooops! So much for those “all-you-can-eat” catfish dinners. Lucky for me and my family, the rabbit and catfish rules were abolished in the New Testament by my Savior. (Matthew 15:15) Thank you Jesus!
 

 



 


Leviticus 11:20 “All flying insects that walk on all fours are to be detestable to you.”

 

 



 


Funny, I thought insects had six legs. I don’t believe there are any insects that walk on all fours. Maybe it means you can eat all the six-legged ones.
 

 



 


Leviticus 11:22 “Of these you may eat any kind of locust, katydid, cricket or grasshopper.”

 

 



 


Gee, thanks! Would that be chocolate coated or French-fried? Now I’m hungry.
 

 



 


Leviticus 13:40-44 “When a man has lost his hair and is bald, he is clean. But if he has a reddish white sore on his bald head or forehead, it is leprosy. The priest is to examine him, and if the swollen sore on his head or forehead is reddish-white like leprosy, the man is diseased and unclean.” 


 

 



 


Leviticus 13:45 “The person with leprosy must wear torn clothes, let his hair be unkempt, and cover the lower part of his face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’”

 

 



 


Leviticus 15:2 “When any man has a bodily discharge, the discharge is unclean.”

 



 
 

Thanks for clearing that one up. Hey, what about a woman?
 

 



 


Leviticus 15:8 “If the man with the discharge spits on someone who is clean, that person must wash his clothes and bathe in water.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 15:16 “When a man has an emission of semen, he must bathe his whole body with water, and he will be unclean till evening.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 15:18 “When a man lies with a woman and there is an emission of semen, both must bathe with water and they will be unclean until evening.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 17:10 “Any Israelite or any alien living among them who eats any blood—I will set my face against that person who eats blood and will cut that person off from his people. For the life of a creature is in the blood.”

 

 



 


I wonder how it’s possible to eat red meat without eating blood? Doesn’t that rich, red color of beef have something to do with blood cells?
 

 



 


Leviticus 18:21 “Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molech, for you must not profane the name of your God. I am the Lord.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 19:19 “Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 19:27 “Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges of your beard.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 19:28 “Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on yourselves. I am the Lord.”

 

 



 

But, on the other hand, don’t forget to slice off your foreskin.
 

 



 


Leviticus 19:29 “Do not degrade your daughter by making her a prostitute.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 19:31 “Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. I am the Lord your God.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 20:27 “A man or woman who is a medium or spiritist among you must be put to death. You are to stone them.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 21:9 “If a priest’s daughter defiles herself by becoming a prostitute, she disgraces her father; she must be burned in the fire.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 22:10-11 “No one outside a priest’s family may eat the sacred offering, nor may the guest of a priest or his hired worker eat it. But if the priest buys a slave with money, or if a slave is borne in his household, that slave may eat his food.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 22:24 “You must not offer to the Lord any animal whose testicles are bruised, crushed, torn or cut.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 24:14 “Take the blasphemer outside the camp. All those who heard him are to lay their hands on his head, and the entire assembly is to stone him.”

 

 



 


Look out! It had to be really tough to keep your hand on the poor fellow’s head while undergoing a barrage of stony missiles. 

 

 



 


Leviticus 25:44-46 “Your male and female slaves shall come from the nations around you (Gentiles); from them you may buy slaves. You may also buy some of the temporary residents living among you and members of their clans born in your country, and they will become your property. You can will them to your children as inherited property and can make them slaves for life, but you must not rule over your fellow Israelites ruthlessly.”

 

 



 


Holy reparations!  I know there are a lot of African Americans who are devoutly religious, Bible toters. One would think this passage might cause some grave misgivings. I know it gives me serious heartburn. I hate to keep beating up the Life Application Study Bible, but I can’t think of a better example how it treats biblical atrocity with mindless logic. Below, you’ll find its in-depth commentary regarding Leviticus 25:44-46.
 



 
 


Nowhere does the Bible condone slavery, but it recognized its existence. God’s law offered many guidelines for treating slaves properly.

 

 



 


Say what?
You’ve got to be kidding!
The Bible doesn’t condone slavery? Let’s take another look, “You may buy slaves . . . and they will become your property . . . You can will them to your children . . . and can make them slaves for life.” Now tell me, which part of that is unclear? These are the sacred Laws of Moses, claimed by the Bible to be directly from the mouth of God. How then, can any rational reader come to the conclusion that the Bible does not condone slavery? Okay, maybe we have a problem with semantics. Webster says “condone” means to “forgive” or “pardon.” Therefore, one could argue that the Bible doesn’t condone slavery—no,
it commands it! This Study Bible waffling goes well beyond the more common infraction of glossing over or ignoring biblical controversy. This is the type of blatant, pious dishonesty that gives our Creator a bad name. To be perfectly fair about this, let’s take a peek at all four English translations.
 



 
 


King James, “of the heathen . . . of them ye shall buy bondmen and bondmaids . . . and they shall be your possession. But over your brethren you shall not rule.”

 

 



 


New International, “the nations around you (Gentiles) . . . from them you shall buy slaves . . . they will become your property. But you must not rule over your fellow Israelites. ”

 

 



 


Living Bible, “you may purchase slaves from the foreign nations (Gentiles) . . . but your brothers, the people of Israel, shall not be treated so.”

 

 



 


Revised Standard, “you may buy male and female slaves from the nations that are round about you (Gentiles). But over your brethren, the people of Israel, you shall not rule, one over the other, with harshness. 


 



 
 


Those Gentiles must have made great slaves. Again, which of these English words did the forty-seven religious writers of the Life Application Study Bible miss? Tell me how can any honest theologian, pastor or religious person misinterpret this commandment? Could it be those rose-colored welder’s goggles? Just for the record, let’s look at what the acclaimed Study Bible says about itself.
 



 
 


The Life Application Study Bible goes deeper into God’s word, helping you discover the timeless truth being communicated, see the relevance for your life and make a personal application.

 

 



 


Oh yeah? Then exactly how should I be treating my slaves? Make a personal application? Okay then, let’s go back to the Bible for some more divine slave etiquette.
 



 
 


Leviticus 19:20-22 If a man sleeps with a woman who is a slave girl promised to another man but who has not been ransomed or given her freedom, there must be due punishment. Yet they are not to be put to death, because she has not been freed. The man, however, must bring a ram to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting for a guilt offering to the Lord . . . and his sin shall be forgiven.

 

 



 


What?
Slam-bam, lose a ram? Maybe when the Study Bible said, “God’s law offered many guidelines for treating slaves properly,” it was referring to one we’ve already seen from Exodus.
 

 



 


Exodus 21:20-21 “If a man beats his male or female slave with a rod and the slave dies as a direct result, he must be punished, but he is not to be punished if the slave gets up after a day or two, since the slave is his property.”

 

 



 


Hey, c’mon, it’s just a slave—right, Study Bible fans? Enough, enough! This slavery thing is just too depressing. Let’s move on.
 

 



 


Numbers 15:27-28 “But if just one person sins unintentionally, he must bring a year-old goat for a sin offering. The priest is to make atonement before the Lord . . . and when atonement has been made for him, he will be forgiven.”

 

 



 


Numbers 15:30 “But anyone who sins defiantly, whether native born or alien, blasphemes the Lord, and that person must be cut off from his people.”

 

 



 


Deuteronomy 13:6-10 If your very own brother, or your son or daughter, or the wife you love, or your closest friend secretly entices you, saying, “Let us go and worship other gods,”. . . You must certainly put him to death . . . Stone him to death, because he tried to turn you away from the Lord your God.

 

 



 

So much for that good old American precept of religious freedom.
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 15:1 At the end of every seven years you must cancel debts. This is how it is to be done: Every creditor shall cancel the loan he has made to his fellow Israelite.

 

 



 


Deuteronomy 15:12 If a fellow Hebrew, a man or a woman, sells himself to you and serves you six years, in the seventh year you must let him go free.

 

 



 


Deuteronomy 15:16-17 But if your servant says to you, “I do not want to leave you,” . . . then take an awl and push it through his earlobe into the door, and he will become your servant for life. Do the same for your maidservant.

 

 



 


Yeah, he might be yours for life, but how much work can a good slave get done with his ear pinned to the door? What if all your slaves say they want to stay? Do you have to pin them all to the door?
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 18:10-12 Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things shall be detestable to the Lord.

 

 



 


Deuteronomy 20:16-17 However, in the cities of the nations the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes. Completely destroy them.

 

 



 


In other words, don’t sacrifice your own children, but make darn sure to clean out the vermin, those squirmy, little, Gentile rug-rats. Do you believe our loving God would order the murder of innocent babies? I can’t believe that.
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 21:18-21 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother . . . they shall bring him to the elders at the gate of his town . . . Then all of the men of his town shall stone him to death.

 

 



 

Hey wait a minute! Thought you weren’t supposed to kill your children.
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 22:5 A woman must not wear men’s clothing, nor a man wear women’s clothing, for the Lord your God detests anyone who does this. 


 

 



 


No cross-dressing? Shucks! This one’s a little confusing. Didn’t everyone wear the same thing back then—robes and sandals?
Didn’t the Roman soldiers sport something along the lines of a leather mini-skirt? The Bible does imply the ancients preferred to “go commando.” 

 



 
 


Exodus 20:26 And don’t make steps for the altar, or someone might look up beneath the skirts of your clothing and see your nakedness. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


One must ask—why would the all-powerful Jehovah, the Almighty who crafted all the cosmos, choose to delve in human vogue?
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 22:10 Do not plow with an ox and a donkey yoked together.

 

 



 


Deuteronomy 23:12-14 Designate a place outside the camp where you can go to relieve yourself. As part of your equipment, have something to dig with . . . and cover your excrement. For the Lord your God moves about in your camp to protect you and deliver your enemies to you. Your camp must be holy. 


 

 



 


Holy stink bomb!
That one’s way too funny! Did you doubt my words when I said the Bible even talks about bowel movements? Can you believe the sacred Word gives us guidance on how to handle the holy sewer system? Please excuse me, I’ve got to laugh. Maybe it’s just a spelling error, “Your camp must be holey?” Hard to believe civilized people had to be told such things, especially in the Scriptures. And, what are the chances God would be clumsy enough to step in it?
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 23:17-18 No Israelite man or woman is to become a shrine prostitute. You must not bring the earnings of a female prostitute or a male prostitute into the house of the Lord your God to pay any vow.

 

 



 

Blessings and Curses
 



 
 


The final gist of hundreds of commandments? If you obey all, you will be rewarded with a long and happy life here on earth.
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 28:3-6 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country. 

 


The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock—the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks.

 


Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed.

 


You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.

 



 
 

And, if you don’t follow every law to the last detail?
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 28:16-19 You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country.

 


Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed.

 


The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your land, and the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks.

 


You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out.

 

 



 


Notice what it does
not say, no mention of eternal consequences, heaven or hell. Again, Old Testament writers had no clue about eternal paradise, nor the fiery furnace for that matter. The whole concept of mortal men living with God in heaven was completely foreign. At the time of Solomon, death was the dreaded end. Do you think I’m missing something? Here, look at the final conclusion, net-net so to speak.
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 30:19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice and hold fast to him. For the Lord is your life and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

 

 



 

Hello Twain, I’m back. Wheeew, seems like everyone is writing a book these days. How is your work coming along? Did I miss anything good?
 



 
 

Not much, we only covered circumcision and some of the laws you gave Moses. By the way, I have to ask, what was the deal with all those crazy rules and regulations? 

 



 
 

Which ones?


 



 
 

Everything Moses recorded.
 



 
 

Oh yeah. Well, the first ten are mine. I like to call them my Top Ten List. Moses complained the Ten Commandments wouldn’t cut it. Said his people were so kinky they would conjure up dozens of ways to cheat. So I gave him the authority, as commander and chief, to throw in whatever law he deemed necessary. I try to stay out of laws written by man. You’ll see what I mean if you take a minute to fast-forward to Matthew 23:1-4.
 



 
 


Matthew 23:1-4 Then Jesus said to the crowds, and to his disciples, “You would think these Jewish leaders and these Pharisees were Moses, the way they keep making up so many laws. (Living Bible)

 



 
 

Oh, I see. But, what about all those bloody sacrifices?
 



 
 

Again, those fall under Moses. Read the seventh chapter of Jeremiah. A few centuries later I told them to forget all those silly bloodlettings. I only want people to have pure hearts, love me and obey my Ten Commandments.
 



 
 


Jeremiah 7:21-23 The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel says, away with your offerings and sacrifices. It wasn’t offerings and sacrifices I wanted from your fathers when I led them out of Egypt. That was not the point of my command. But what I told them was: Obey me and I will be your God and you shall be my people; only do as I say and all shall be well. (Living Bible)

 



 
 

Fine. Wow, that explains a lot. Thank you God. Funny, I never heard that in church. I guess no one thought to ask you about it. Thanks again.
 



 
 

Don’t mention it. 

 



 
 

Wait! What about all those verses about slavery?
 



 
 

What is this, twenty questions? I told you before, I detest the very thought of slavery. But, why are you being so critical of Moses? Your people have hundreds of laws on the books, and many of them make no sense at all. 

 



 
 

You’re exactly right, I didn’t think about that. We just ignore the really stupid ones. But, God, this is all so confusing. When we read the Bible, how are we supposed to know what is your word and what isn’t?
 



 
 

If you truly believe in me and love me as your Creator, you will know in your heart what is true. Why is it you people always want everything in writing? I sent my Son down there to clean up this mess, and he did it very well in just four sentences. Go take a look 

 

at Matthew 22:36.
 



 
 


Matthew 22:36-40 Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

 


Jesus, replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 

My God! Those words are just so amazing for their simplicity. Thank you Lord.
 



 
 

No Problem. Now, get on with it.
 



 
 

4. Bible Sex, Ancient Taboos and Moral Decline
 



 
 

Does the Holy Bible say anything about human sexuality? You bet! The Old Testament should be labeled Adults Only. As if there wasn’t enough sex in Song of Songs, biblical scribes spent a great deal of effort addressing the moral decline of the Jewish nation. Again, I offer this warning—reader discretion is advised! This chapter, directly from the Bible, may not be appropriate for children.
 



 
 

Hey Twain, what’s the deal?
 



 
 

My theme is, “Verses You’ll Never Hear in Sunday School.” I do believe these qualify.
 



 
 

Don’t you people ever write about anything but sex?
 



 
 

It’s all over the Bible, Lord. I’m just trying to be honest.
 



 
 

Okay, but watch the jokes. Human reproduction is a serious subject.
 



 
 

You got it!
 



 
 


If you like a good sex scandal, you’ll find plenty in the Bible. For example, Abraham’s nephew, Lot, one of the few survivors of Sodom and Gomorrah, had a little tryst with his two daughters. After his wife was turned into a pillar of salt, he moved into an isolated cave with the girls. From this account written by Moses, either Mr. Lot had a serious drinking problem, or Moses was trying his best to cover up a dicey, little pregnancy scandal. In any case, after a couple glasses of wine, Lot couldn’t seem to remember much of anything. 

 



 
 


Genesis 19:31-35 One day the older daughter said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is no man around here to lie with us, as is the custom all over the earth. Let’s get our father to drink wine and then lie with him and preserve our family line through our father. 


 


That night they got their father to drink wine, and the older daughter went in and lay with him. He was not aware of it when she lay down or when she got up.

 


The next day the older daughter said to the younger. “Last night I lay with my father. Let’s get him to drink wine again tonight, and you go in and lie with him so we can preserve our family line through our father. So they got their father to drink wine that night also, and the younger daughter went in and lay with him. Again he was not aware of it when she lay down or when she got up. (New International Version)

 



 
 


Holy incest! After that I expect old Lot must’ve been looking for the vino most every night about suppertime. Do you buy that story? You do? Okay, then, I’d like to sell you some really fabulous Arizona beach property. Either this man was a powerful, sound sleeper or an Academy Award winning dead man. Can you imagine how he managed to impregnate both daughters, on two consecutive nights, totally oblivious? C’mon, admit it. Any man who consumed enough wine to sleep through all that would be powerless to deliver. Since they were the only humans in that cave, the old guy must’ve marveled at the immaculate conception of his grandchildren. 

 


After staring at these strange verses for a while, I did come up with one logical explanation. Take a closer look at how the words are arranged. Do you see anything odd in the pattern? Almost sounds like it was crafted by a slick, New Jersey lawyer. The Good Book only states that Lot was unaware when they lay down and when they got up. It never says he was ignorant of what happened in between. He could’ve been sound asleep both before and after the action. You might be interested to learn the resulting sons sired two heathen tribes, the Moabites and the Ammonites, two of the nations slaughtered by the Hebrews as they entered the Promised Land.
 


Lot wasn’t the only relative of Abraham to be tricked into a sex scandal. Judah, one of the twelve sons of Jacob, brother of Joseph, ran into similar trouble with his daughter-in-law, Tamar. A little while after his wife died, Judah was feeling kind of frisky, so he innocently strolled to Enaim in search of a shrine prostitute. To his surprise he spotted a sweet, young thing sitting in a roadside tomato stand. You guessed it—Tamar was cleverly disguised in a veil. Now I’ve heard some really good pick-up lines in my day, but I’d have to say old Judah was a mighty slick hustler.
 



 
 


Genesis 38:16-18 Not realizing that she was his daughter-in-law, he went over to her by the roadside and said, “Come now, let me sleep with you.”

 

 “And what will you give me to sleep with you,” she asked.

 

 “I’ll send you a young goat from my flock,” he said.

 

 “Will you give me something as a pledge until you send it?” she asked.

 


He said, “What pledge should I give you?”

 

 “Your seal and its cord, and the staff in your hand,” she answered. So he gave them to her and slept with her and she became pregnant by him. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Genesis 38:24-26 About three months later Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar is guilty of prostitution, and as a result she is now pregnant.”

 


Judah said, “Bring her out and have her burned to death!”

 


As she was being brought out, she sent a message to her father-in-law, “I am pregnant by the man who owns these,” she said. And she added, “See if you recognize whose seal and cord and staff these are.”

 

 



 

Busted! Judah was, as they say, “caught with his pants down.” 

 

 



 


Judah recognized them and said, “She is more righteous than I, since I wouldn’t give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not sleep with her again. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Don’t you think he should’ve been punished for impregnating his daughter-in-law? According to the Bible, he got away scott-free. At the very least, any man who would have the audacity to name his son “Shelah” should’ve been horsewhipped. It seems every time one of these oddball affairs pops up in the Bible, the offspring is a significant link to future generations. In this case, one of the twins of Tamar was Perez, a direct-line, royal ancestor to David.
 


Now this girl, Tamar, was pure trouble. Her first husband was judged wicked and stricken down by God, leaving her a widow. But, before the tacky little incident with the veil, Judah instructed one of his sons, Onan, to sleep with Tamar to “produce offspring” for his dead brother. Onan didn’t mind sleeping with her so much, but he had no intention of honoring his hated sibling with a posthumous child.
 



 
 


Genesis 38:9-10 But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his, so whenever he lay with his brother’s wife, he spilled his semen on the ground to keep from producing offspring for his brother. 


 


What he did was wicked in the Lord’s sight; so he put him to death also. (New International Version)

 



 
 


This infamous verse is referred to as the “Sin of Onan,” and it’s often cited in sermons condemning masturbation.
 


Most people today understand the genetic risk of incest. Apparently the Hebrews had this problem figured out eons ago. Sexual prohibitions in the Old Testament are clearly focused on sex between family members. In consistent form, close inspection shows virtually all taboos directed at the Hebrew male. The wording clearly supports the notion of total male domination. As a rule, ancient man didn’t ask for sex—he took it. It’s clear the macho authors didn’t feel very comfortable telling womenfolk what not to do in the sack. In the following verses, note the Bible never says a mother should avoid having sex with her son—it says a man should not have sex with his mother. Throughout the Bible, except for stories of prostitution, the Scriptures imply all sex, good and bad, was initiated by the more powerful gender. Only one verse warns women about sexual perversion, and that one falls along the lines of The Beauty and the Beast. Although homosexuality was forbidden, I can’t recall any specific reference to lesbians in the Old Testament. 

 


In the following verses, you might also notice a clear absence of warnings against child molestation. In ancient times, children had little or no value or rights as humans. Most every reference to children is where they are beaten, boiled, eaten or sacrificed. Child molestation was either viewed as too horrible to discuss, or simply inconsequential. The tone of the Old Testament supports the latter. Unless specifically annotated, all of these verses are from the New International Version.
 

 


 


Leviticus 18:6 “No one is to approach any close relative to have sexual relations. I am the Lord.”

 

 



 

So what does the Bible mean by “close?” Read on.
 



 
 


Leviticus 18:7 “Do not dishonor your father by having sexual relations with your mother.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 18:9 “Do not have sexual relations with your sister, either your father’s daughter or your mother’s daughter.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 18:10 “Do not have sexual relations with your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter; that would dishonor you.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 18:12 “Do not have sexual relations with your father’s sister.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 18:14 “Do not dishonor your father’s brother by approaching his wife to have sexual relations.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 18:17 “Do not have sexual relations with both a woman and her daughter.” 


 

 



 


Leviticus 18:18 “Do not take your wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with her while your wife is living.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 18:19 “Do not approach a woman to have sexual relations during the uncleanness of her monthly period.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 18:20 “Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor’s wife and defile yourself with her.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 18:22 “Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable. 


 

 



 

Now there’s a graceful way of putting it! 

 

 



 


Leviticus 18:23 “Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it. A woman must not present herself to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that is a perversion.” 


 

 



 


Since the second half of Leviticus 18:23 is the only rule directed at females, you might find it amusing how the other translators dealt with this touchy little subject.
 

 



 


Leviticus 18:23 “neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion.” (King James)

 

 



 


Huh?
That’s clear as mud! King James got one thing right—it is confusion!
 



 
 


Leviticus 18:23 “neither shall any woman give herself to a beast to lie with it: it is a perversion. (Revised Standard Version)

 

 



 


Leviticus 18:23 “and a woman must never give herself to a male animal, to mate with it, this is a terrible perversion. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


I’ll have to give the Living Bible translators some credit here. They remove all the mumbo jumbo and get right to the point.
 

 



 


Leviticus 18:30 “Keep my requirements and do not follow any of the detestable customs that were practiced before you came and do not defile yourselves with them. I am the Lord your God.”

 

 



 


I found all these detailed taboos amazing in light of the Ten Commandments. Couldn’t the Bible writers have saved themselves a great deal of hard work by simply referring to Commandment Seven? Why didn’t they just say, “Do not have sexual relations with anyone but your wife?” Oh yeah, I guess that would have to be, “your wives.” Now let’s move on to the consequences.
 



 
 


Exodus 22:19 “Anyone who has sexual relations with an animal must be put to death.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 20:12 “If a man sleeps with his daughter-in-law, both of them must be put to death. What they have done is a perversion; their blood will be on their own heads.”

 

 



 


Leviticus 20:13 “If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death.”

 

 



 


So, were you wondering why the Episcopalians are so upset about gay Bishops? Now you know. What kind of a sermon do you figure an evangelical, gay Bishop would preach on Leviticus 20:13?
 

 



 


Leviticus 20:14 “If a man marries both a woman and her mother, it is wicked. Both he and they must be burned in the fire, so that no wickedness will be among you.” 


 

 



 


I wonder how one would go about doing that? A double-wedding? Can you imagine being married to your wife and your mother-in-law at the same time? Yikes! Now that would be a fate worse than death. This guy would probably just throw himself on the fire.
 

 



 


Leviticus 20:15 “If a man has sexual relations with an animal, he must be put to death, and you must kill the animal.”

 

 



 


Now that seems a little unfair. Where’s the SPCA when you need them?
 

 



 


Leviticus 20:16 “If a woman approaches an animal to have sexual relations with it, kill both the woman and the animal.”

 

 



 


And, finally, we will wrap up the subject of sexual misconduct in Moses’ time.
 

 



 


Leviticus 18:24-28 “Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways because this is how the nations that I am going to drive out before you became defiled. Even the land was defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and the land vomited out its inhabitants. But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The native born and the aliens living among you must not do any of these detestable things, for all these things were done by the people who lived in the land before you, and the land became defiled. And if you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations before you.

 



 
 

Excuse me, I think I’m going to vomit!
 


Now here’s a ghastly little story. I guarantee you’ll never hear this one in church. The apparent purpose of this X-rated saga is to illustrate the demise of Jewish values. It’s about a man traveling with his wife and servant. They find themselves in the town of Gibeah as the sun is going down, and they have no place to stay.
 

 



 


Judges 19:15-29 But as no one invited them in they camped in the town square. Just then an old man came by on his way home from work in the fields. When he saw the travelers camped in the square, he asked them where they were from and where they were going.

 

 “We’re on our way home . . . But no one has taken us in for the night even though we have fodder for our donkeys, and plenty of food and wine for ourselves.” 


 

 “Don’t worry,” the old man said, “be my guests; for you mustn’t stay here in the square. It’s too dangerous.”

 

 



 


Remember my daddy’s saying about getting something for nothing? This time you’ll need to grab more than your wallet!


 

 



 


So he took them home with him. He fed their donkeys while they rested, and afterward they had supper together. Just as they were beginning to warm to the occasion, a gang of sex perverts gathred around the house and began beating at the door and yelling at the old man to bring out the man who was staying with him, so they could rape him.

 

 “No my brothers, don’t do such a dastardly act,” he begged, “for he is my guest. Here, take my virgin daughter and this man’s wife. I’ll bring them out and you can do whatever you like to them – but don’t do such a thing to this man.”

 

 



 


Say whaaat? The old man doesn’t even know this guy, and he’s offering up his teenage daughter to a horde of sex maniacs? He’s also pretty free with that other fellow’s wife. What am I missing here? 

 

 



 


But they wouldn’t listen. Then the girl’s husband pushed her out to them, and they abused her all night, taking turns raping her until morning. Finally, just at dawn, they let her go. She fell down at the door of the house and lay there until it was light. When her husband opened the door to be on his way, he found her there, fallen down in front of the door with her hands digging into the threshold . . . She was dead. . . .

 


He threw her across the donkey’s back and took her home. When he got there he took a knife and cut her body into twelve parts and sent one piece to each tribe of Israel. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Now, that’s what I call a real man! When the perverts attack, just throw your old lady out there amongst the fray and go back to your dessert. I guess they were too busy smoking their after-diner cigars. 

 


The moral erosion of Jerusalem is also illustrated in the book of Kings by the story of Jezebel, that sleazy-slut consort of King Ahab. Jezebel was truly bad news and encouraged her husband to do immeasurable evil. Her name lives on even today as a synonym for femme fatale. 

 



 
 


1 Kings 16:29-31 King Asa of Judah had been on the throne thirty-eight years when Ahab became the king of Israel . . . he was worse than any other king of Israel! And as though that were not enough, he married Jezebel, the daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and then began worshiping Baal. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


2 Kings 9:30-36 When Jezebel heard that Jehu had come to Jezreel, she painted her eyelids and fixed her hair and sat at a window.

 


He looked up and saw her at the window and shouted, “Who is on my side?” And two or three eunuchs looked out at him.

 


So they threw her out the window, and her blood splattered against the wall and on the horses; and she was trampled by the horses hoofs.

 


Then Jehu went into the palace for lunch. Afterwards he said, “Someone go and bury this cursed woman, for she is the daughter of a king.”

 


But when they went out to bury her, they found only her skull, her feet, and her hands. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Holy dog-chow! The rest of her body had been eaten by the dogs of Jezreel, precisely as foretold by Elijah decades earlier in the book of 1Kings. 

 



 
 


1 Kings 21:24 The Lord has also told me that the dogs of Jezreel shall tear apart the body of your wife, Jezebel. The members of your family that die in the city shall be eaten by dogs. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


A few hundred years later, under the dictate of wicked kings, immoral behavior was no longer considered shocking. As the Jews turned away from God to worship idols, sexual immorality and crime infected the entire nation. Does any of this behavior sound familiar?
 



 
 


Ezekiel 22:9-12 Every leader in Israel who lives within your walls is bent on murder . . . Every mountain top is filled with idols; lewdness is everywhere. There are men who degrade themselves through homosexual practices and through lying with women in the time of their menstruation. Adultery with a neighbor’s wife, a daughter-in-law, a half sister—this is common. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Hosea 4:8-19 The priests rejoice in the sins of the people; they lap it up and lick their lips for more . . . Though they do big business as prostitutes, they shall have no children, for they have deserted me and turned to other gods . . . Wine, women and song have robbed my people of their brains . . . There your daughters turn to prostitution and brides commit adultery. But why should I punish them for you men are doing the same thing, sinning with harlots and temple prostitutes. Fools! Your doom is sealed . . . The men of Israel finish up their drinking bouts, and off they go to find some whores. Their love for shame is greater than for honor. Therefore a mighty wind will sweep them away, they shall die in shame. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


According to the Bible, it seems God’s best efforts to safeguard his chosen people were eventually defeated by his nemesis, Satan. What powerful weapons did Satan use, laser guided bombs, cruise missiles, nuclear warheads? No, mostly he just used sex. The great nation of Israel finally destroyed itself with a relentless erosion of moral values. Like the heathen nations before them, and many dynasties after, every great empire eventually fell into the same trap of godlessness, immorality and sexual perversion. Examining current trends in our own beloved country, one has to wonder exactly how long it will take the good, old U.S.A. to meet her demise.
 



 
 

God, why do nations seek self-destruction, over and over, in the exact same pattern?
 



 
 

Why are you asking me? You should be asking each other.
 



 
 

But you know all the answers.
 



 
 

I thought you read the Bible. 

 



 
 

I did.
 



 
 

That is one reason I want you people to study the Bible, the answers are in there, if you will only look for them. As people move away from me there is a loss of humanity, then a loss of spiritual conviction, then sexual immorality, then corruption at the top, anarchy and cataclysm. You would think, after flying around in space, you modern humans would be smart enough to figure that one out. 

 



 
 

Yeah, you’re exactly right, God, we should be. But didn’t you design those urges that often get us into trouble?
 



 
 

Sure, blame me! I also gave you a trigger finger, so is it my fault if you shoot someone? Think Twain! Those urges were designed for the survival of your species. Sexual pleasure is a critical element of reproduction. Without it, humans would have disappeared long ago. I also gave you the intelligence and freewill to know and do the right thing. Why is it so hard for you people to act responsibly? Your lives would be so much more pleasurable if you would only believe in me and act accordingly.
 



 
 

Amen, Father, amen!
 



 
 

5. Contradictions in the Ancient Word
 



 
 

Because of the sheer volume of material and the mix of writing styles, ambiguities and errors in a book the size of the Bible are inevitable. However, I found the vast majority of material written over a period exceeding one-thousand years to be amazingly consistent and instructive. But any honest reader will discover real contradictions in the Old Testament. Nonbelievers love to point these out to show we are just kidding ourselves about this God thing. If you have trouble finding these yourself, you can go on the Internet and look for the atheist, Ken Harding, and his Destruction of the Bible. You’ll find plenty of cynics, more than happy to illuminate Bible bloopers. Here are a few from Harding, which appear to come from King James. 

 



 
 


Does God Change his Mind?

 

NO.
 


Malachi 3:6  “For I am the Lord; I change not.”

 

 



 


Ezekiel 24:14 “I the Lord have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and I will do it; I will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent.”

 

YES.
 


Exodus 32:14 “And the Lord repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.”

 

 



 


Jeremiah 15:6 “Thou has forsaken me, saith the Lord, thou art gone backward: therefore I will stretch out my hand against thee, and destroy thee; I am weary of repenting.”

 

 



 


There are numerous stories in the Old Testament about God changing his mind. Here is one of the funnier ones. God asked his prophet Ezekiel to act in a very strange way in front of the Jews to give them a symbol of God’s warnings.
 



 
 


Ezekiel 4:12-15 “Each day take flour from the barrel and prepare it as you would barley cakes. While all the people are watching, bake it over a fire using dried human dung as fuel, and eat it. For the Lord declares, Israel shall eat defiled bread in the Gentile lands which I exile them to.”

 


Then I said, “O Lord God, must I be defiled by using dung? For I have never been defiled in all my life. . . .”

 


Then the Lord said, “All right, you may use cow dung instead of human dung.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Has anyone actually seen God?

 

NO 

 


Exodus 33:20 “Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live.”

 

YES
 


Genesis 32:30 “For I have seen God face to face.”

 


Exodus 33:11 “And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh to his friend.”

 

 



 


Who was Moses’ father-in-law?

 

 



 


Exodus 3:1 Jethro.

 


Numbers 10:29 Hobab.

 



 
 


Are we all sinners?

 


NO

 


Job 1:1 “There was a man . . . whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright.”

 


Genesis 7:1 “And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.

 

YES
 


Psalms 14:3 “There is none that doeth good, no, not one.”

 


Isaiah 64:5-6 But we are not godly; we are constant sinners and have been all our lives. Therefore, your wrath is heavy on us. How can such as we be saved? We are all infected and impure with sin.

 

 



 


The logic of the zealot Bible basher is simple. It goes like this—out of more than one-million words in the Holy Bible, you can find fifty or so English words which are direct contradictions or outright errors. Therefore, the entire Bible is false, and God is dead. I find such claims even more preposterous than those who haven’t read one word of the Bible but swear every last word to be gospel. 

 


As I read the Old Testament, I was more interested in finding major themes which appear incongruent by modern logic. Such conflicting themes are a concern because they make it more difficult to sort out what God wants us to learn from the Good Book. With this in mind, I’ll show the few such cases I discovered.
 



 
 


Atonement for the Sins of Our Fathers
 



 
 


There’s a running debate from the beginning of the Old Testament to the end on whether or not God punishes subsequent generations for the sins of their fathers. Something along the lines of “Original Sin.” Is a baby already guilty at conception for the sins of Adam and Eve or the sins of his great-grandfather, Hitler? Is a newborn totally innocent or does it carry a human burden of inherited sin? 

 


Commonsense tells me an infant is the very essence of innocence. How could it be guilty of anything? And, we know from the New Testament how Christ felt about kids, “the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” But there are several stories in the Bible where God says he will punish offspring for the sins of their fathers. Then he turns right around and says sons will only be punished for their own sins. Assuming the genocide inflicted by the Jew on the heathen was, in fact, at God’s specific direction, the innocent babies were in effect being slaughtered for the sins of their fathers. You could argue this is still true today. The children of alcoholics and child molesters suffer for the sins of their parents. But the fundamental question I’m addressing here is whether or not such suffering is directed by God. 

 


Is it a clear-cut policy of God to punish sons for the sins of fathers? In the Old Testament, the conflict is introduced when God first shows his glory to Moses on top of Mt. Sinai.
 



 
 


Exodus 34:5-7 Then the Lord descended in the form of a pillar of cloud and stood there with him, and passed in front of him and announced the meaning of his name. “I am Jehovah, the merciful and gracious God,” he said, “slow to anger and rich in steadfast love and truth. I, Jehovah, show this steadfast love to many thousands by forgiving their sins; or else I refuse to clear the guilty, and require that a father’s sins be punished in the sons and grandsons, and even later generations.” (Living Bible)

 



 
 


These words seem lucid enough. It says God is all-powerful—he holds the option to punish future generations for a father’s sin. Just to make sure we’ve got it right, let’s look at another translation.
 

 



 


Exodus 34:6-7 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, The LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of their fathers to the third and fourth generations.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


This verse is clearly contradicted, three books later under the Law of Moses.
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 24:16 “Fathers shall not be put to death for the sins of their sons, nor sons for the sins of their fathers, every man worthy of death will be executed for his own crime.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


During the reign of King David, the land was suffering desperately from three straight years of famine. David anguished over this father-son issue and begged God for help. As the story goes, God told David his people were being punished for the sins of Saul, a wicked king who was already dead.
 



 
 


2 Samuel 21:1 David spent much time praying about it. Then the Lord said, “The famine is because of the guilt of Saul and his family, for they murdered the Gibeonites.” (Living Bible)

 



 
 


The Gibeonites were not Jews, but Israel had sworn not to kill them. Wicked King Saul went against God’s will and tried to exterminate them. David talked this situation over with Gibeonite officials and decided to hand over seven grandsons of Saul for execution. Not only did Israel inherit punishment for Saul’s sin, but his grandsons, innocent victims, were executed for atonement. 

 



 
 


2 Samuel 21:9 The men of Gibeon impaled them in the mountain before the Lord. So all seven of them died together at the beginning of the barley harvest. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


2 Samuel 21:14 So their bones were brought to him. Then at last God answered prayer and ended the famine. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


And then there’s the story of Ahab. Remember the king who was married to wicked Jezebel?
 

 



 


1 Kings 21:25-29 No one else was so completely sold out to the devil as Ahab, for his wife Jezebel had encouraged him to do every sort of evil. He was especially guilty because he worshiped idols . . . When Ahab heard these prophecies, he tore his clothing, put on rags, fasted, slept in sackcloth, and went about in deep humility.

 


Then another message came to Elijah: “Do you see how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because he has done this, I will not do what I promised during his lifetime; it will happen to his sons; I will destroy his descendants.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


The theme of sons being punished for the father’s sin was so prevalent in the history of the Jews, it came to be a fundamental truism. When Israel was finally captured by Babylon, the Jews lamented that this bad fortune was due to the sins of their fathers. God appeared very upset with their constant bellyaching, because he had sent prophets for hundreds of years warning them to clean up their act.
 



 
 


Lamentations 5:1-7 O LORD remember all that has befallen us; see what sorrows we must bear! Our homes, our nation, now are filled with foreigners . . . We bow our neck before the victor’s feet; unending work is now our lot. We beg for bread from Egypt and Assyria too.

 


Our fathers sinned but died before the hand of judgment fell. We have born the blow that they deserved. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Ezekiel 18:1-4 Then the Lord’s message came to me again, “Why do people use this proverb about the land of Israel: The children are punished for their fathers’ sins? As I live, says the Lord God, you will not use this proverb any more in Israel, for all souls are mine to judge—fathers and sons alike—and my rule is this: It is for a man’s own sins that he will die. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Ezekiel 18:19-20 “‘What?’ you ask. ‘Doesn’t the son pay for his father’s sins?’ No! For if the son does what is right and keeps my laws, he shall surely live. The one who sins is the one who dies. The son shall not be punished for his father’s sins, nor the father for his son’s sins.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Hey, Twain. Lighten up! There you go getting all bogged down in logic. 

 



 
 


But, God, in our English language, these passages are clear contradictions.
 



 
 


So? The Hebrew writers were doing their best with the information they had. Besides this Father/Son issue is not worth talking about.
 



 
 


Why not?
 



 
 


Come on, Twain, I thought you said you were a Christian.
 



 
 


I am.
 

 


 


And I thought you said you read the Bible.
 

 


 


I did, every word.
 



 
 


Then you, of all people, should know I didn’t simply order them to reverse this ridiculous line of thinking, I also sent my own, beloved, Son to die a miserable death for you and your descendents. Don’t ask me to explain it further!
 



 
 


Yikes! Sorry, God. It’s those darn trees again—they keep masking out the forest.
 



 
 

No problem. Move on then. Let me see your next grievance.
 



 
 


The Story of Job
 



 
 


Here we go! I wondered when you were going to throw up the book of Job. Everybody complains about that one.
 

 


 


But you can understand why.
 

 


 


Sure. But people should realize this is simply a story written by well meaning people to describe my awesome power. I can assure you I did not write it, and in fact, it did not happen! That said, keep in mind, every story in the Bible, truth or parable, has something valuable to teach.
 

 


 


But our religious leaders often tout this passage as a true story to illustrate bad fortune is not always the result of sin. 

 

 


 


Well then, that is a very good point. That is exactly what it teaches. Did you believe the actual details of this story to be true? 

 

 


 


No way God, I knew it couldn’t be. But it’s in the Bible,
so many people believe it to be word for word gospel-truth. Anyway, do you mind if I share this story for the sake of my readers?
 

 


 


No, why should I? Go ahead.
 



 
 


The entire book of Job is a contradiction on the divine character of the biblical God. At one time or another, most believers question why God “lets” bad things happen to good people? It’s one of those questions which tests the faith of millions who are struck down with illness, criminal attack, unjustified persecution or plain, bad luck. Sometimes God seems to answer our prayers and bail us out of trouble, and sometimes he doesn’t. I can understand that the Creator would leave us to our freewill, or that all things, both good and bad, happen for a reason, but I have a hard time believing God would intentionally inflict pain, suffering and the death of innocent children just to win a side-bet with the Devil. As a matter of fact, I find the entire concept of God gambling with Satan beyond ridiculous. However, if you take the time to read it, you’ll find precisely such a chronicle in the book of Job. 
 


Who was Job? He was described as a wealthy man, the greatest and most righteous man of all time.
 



 
 


Job 1:1-3 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. He had seven sons and three daughters, and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and he had a large number of servants. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Job 1:6-8 One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord and Satan also came with them. The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?”

 


Satan answered the Lord, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.”

 


Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.”(New International Version)

 

 


 


Job 1:9-12 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. “Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has . . . But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.”

 


The Lord said to Satan, “Very well then everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” (New International Version)

 



 
 


I reckon Job’s wife wasn’t worth much, because she was the only survivor. To summarize a long story, the Sabeans stole his oxen and donkeys, the “fire of God” burned up his sheep, servants stole his camels and a desert tornado collapsed a house, right on top of his children. Satan seemed to have lost the bet, because Job continued to praise God, even in his suffering. But Satan wasn’t done. He went back to God to make the wager more interesting, double or nothing.
 



 
 


Job 2:3-6 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? . . . And he maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him without any reason.” 


 

 



 


There it is again, “The Devil made me do it!” This is one of those places I have to get down on my knees and apologize to God for the writings of my ancestors. What thinking person would go along with the concept that the Creator of the all things could be manipulated by the Evil One to kill innocent children? There’s more.
 

 



 

 “Skin for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will give all he has for his own life. But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 


 


The Lord said to Satan, “Very well then, he is in your hands, but you must spare his life.” (New International Version)

 

 


 


Job was suddenly afflicted with a leprosy-like ailment, running sores from head to toe. He was in such horrific pain he took a broken piece of glass and tried desperately to shave off his own skin. His wife, weary of his screaming, scolded him, “Go ahead, curse God and die.” Months went on as Job suffered the torture of continuous, excruciating pain. For the next thirty chapters, three of his friends gathered to watch, arguing over which horrible sin Job must have committed to deserve such treatment from God. Finally, Job mustered the courage to confront his Maker, but he never cursed him. This conversation between Job and God goes on for several chapters, but I will give only a brief glimpse.
 

 


 


Job 30:16-35 “And now my life ebbs away, days of suffering grip me. Night pierces my bones; my gnawing pains never rest . . . I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer . . . Oh, that I had someone to hear me! I sign now my defense—let the Almighty answer me; let my accuser put his indictment in writing.” (New International Version)

 

 


 


Did you ever see the movie, The Wizard of Oz? I can’t help but point out that God’s reply sounds a whole lot like the blustering Wizard as he scolded Dorothy. While reading the following long and scathing discourse, picture a weary-eyed Job cringing in fear in the face of lightning bolts, earthquakes and the booming voice of God Almighty.
 

 


 


Job 38:1-41 Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm. He said: “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? Brace yourself like a man; I will question you and you shall answer me.

 


Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? . . . 


 


Have you ever given orders to the morning? . . .

 


Can you bring forth the constellations in their seasons? . . .

 


Do you know the laws of the heavens? . . .

 


Do you send the lightning bolts on their way? . . .

 


Does the eagle soar at your command? . . .

 


Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? . . .

 


Let him who accuses God answer him!” . . . 


 


(New International Version)

 

 



 


Job 42:1-6 Then Job replied to the Lord:

 

 “I know that you can do all these things; . . .

 


Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, . . .

 


My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. . . . 


 


Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.”

 


(New International Version)

 

 



 


So, the story continues with a happy ending. God won the bet, and Satan took off with his tail between his legs. “Sweet victory is mine!” sayeth the Lord, as he high-fived the angels. Sure! In conclusion, God went to great lengths to tell Job no mere human has the right to question the justice of God’s actions, however cruel they may seem. It’s kind of like the parent of the two-year-old child who keeps asking, “Why, why, why?” We all know the answer, right? “Because I said so!” After God scolded Job, he restored his wealth two fold, gave him seven new sons and three new daughters and allowed him to live happily for another 140 years. 

 


What a sweet story, right? Everything returned to normal, and Job was even better off than before. But there remains one little problem. What about those ten innocent children who were sitting around playing monopoly at their Uncle Tony’s house? The Bible says they were crushed in a violent death for no reason other than to test Satan’s claim over God. It makes no sense. What exactly are we supposed to take from a story which paints God and Satan as old buddies, plotting to kill children for amusement? I believe this kind of biblical content defames the divine character of our Creator, and we should be very careful before endorsing it emphatically as God’s true word.
 

 


 


Okay, Twain, enough. Now, let’s see what else you’ve got.
 



 
 

 Yes sir, I’ll move on.
 



 
 


Incongruity in God’s Loyalty to the Jews
 



 
 


When you read the entire Old Testament, you’ll find some ambiguous themes. Personally, I find it hard to believe a loving Creator would select one group of people, one race over every other. Like I said before, it seems the ultimate in racial discrimination, and it’s illogical when in Deuteronomy 10:17, Jehovah describes himself as one who shows no partiality. After periods of worshiping God as the diviner of incredible miracles, the Jews unfailingly rejected him and became an utterly wicked people. 

 

 


 


Ezekiel 16:48 “As I live, the Lord says, Sodom and her daughters have never been as wicked as you.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Hey Twain, listen up. Do you like professional football?
 

 


 

Yeah, as a matter of fact, I love the game.
 

 


 


So then, you love the entire NFL?
 

 


 

Right.
 

 


 


Well, do you have a team, one you like to watch?
 

 


 

You know I do. I was raised near Dallas, so yeah, you could say I’m an ardent Cowboys fan. As a matter of fact, I yell and scream like an idiot every Sunday afternoon in the fall. It really hurts when they lose.
 

 


 


So does that mean you don’t love the whole institution of football and every player in it?
 

 


 

Okay, Lord, I get the picture—you root for the Hebrews, but you love everyone the same? Sorry, but I just can’t picture you in a cheerleader outfit.
 



 
 

At the time I chose to reveal myself on your planet, the Jews were, by far, the best choice.
 



 
 

Yes, I can understand that. Exodus 19:6 quotes you saying, “Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” But it still seems odd and quite unfair to us Gentiles.
 



 
 

Twain, you must learn something else from that book of Job. You should realize you can never hope to fit me into that little mold of your earthly expectation. You are human—I am God! Get it? We exist in two different dimensions. Would you expect a fish to understand why you pull it out of the lake, chop off its head and throw it on the grill? Would you expect an ant, casually strolling along the sidewalk, to comprehend the logic by which a shoe comes flying out of the sky? You shouldn’t even try to understand everything about me.
 



 
 

Gulp! Yes, Lord. I guess that’s what my dad was trying to tell me when I was a kid. Your awesome power is beyond anything we can imagine or reconcile. But we humans have to form some sort of mental image. Jesus Christ gave us such an image, and we Christians like to think of you in terms of him, what he said, what he did and how he acted. Believe me, I feel so very blessed you’ve taken the time to talk with me. Is it alright with you if I write this section? I found these biblical passages quite remarkable.
 

 


 


Sure, go ahead. 


 

 


 


Any attentive Bible reader must ask the one-million-dollar question. Why, after the Jews spit in the face of God time and time again, did he remain so intent on sticking with his chosen people? Would you believe God has a “spin machine” like a U.S. politician? Do you think the Creator of the cosmos would be concerned about his reputation among nations? Well, the clue given in the Old Testament is not only strange, it’s downright shocking! According to the book of Ezekiel, God didn’t stick with the Jews because of his love for them—no, it was because of his own ego. The Bible says God didn’t want to admit to other nations that he had failed. I know this sounds ridiculous, but here we go. Take a good look for yourself.
 

 



 


Deuteronomy 9:5-6 I say it again, it is only because of the wickedness of other nations, and because of his promises to your ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that he will do it. I say it yet again, Jehovah your God is not giving you this good land because you are good, for your are not—you are a wicked, stubborn people. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Ezekiel 20:8-9 “But they rebelled against me and would not listen. They did not get rid of their idols, nor forsake the gods of Egypt. Then I thought, I will pour out my fury upon them and fulfill my anger against them while they are still in Egypt.” 


 

 “But I didn’t do it, for I acted to protect the honor of my name. Lest the Egyptians might laugh at Israel’s God who couldn’t keep them back from harm. So I brought my people out of Egypt. (Living Bible)

 

 



 

 “Lest the Egyptians might laugh?” Come on evangelicals, would you argue an omnipotent Creator would be concerned about Egyptian poll numbers? There’s more.
 

 



 


Ezekiel 20:14 “But again I refrained in order to protect the honor of my name.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Ezekiel 36:19-24 “And I exiled them to many lands; that is how I punished them for the evil way they lived. But when they were scattered out among the nations, then they were a blight on my holy name because the nations said, ‘These are the people of God and he couldn’t protect them from harm. I am concerned about my reputation that was ruined by my people throughout the world.

 


Therefore say to the people of Israel: The Lord God says, I am bringing you back again, but not because you deserve it; I am doing it to protect my own holy name which you tarnished among the nations. I will honor my great name that you defiled, and the people of the world shall know I am the Lord. I will be honored before their eyes by delivering you from exile among them. For I will bring you back home again to the land of Israel.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Ezekiel 36:32 “But always remember this: it is not for your own sakes that I will do this, but for mine. O my people of Israel, be utterly ashamed of all that you have done! (Living Bible)

 

 



 


So, what do you think? Are there real contradictions in the Bible? Though the Old Testament is a treasure chest of knowledge, some underlying themes appear discordant, especially in light of what we know about Jesus Christ. The mystifying God of ancient Scripture came to our planet to be close to one small band of Hebrews. He walked among Israeli warriors and stood beside them in battle, brandishing a mighty sword to destroy their enemies. This Old Testament God demanded sacrifices and later claimed to be misread. He favored the Jews, but claimed impartiality. He stuck with the Hebrews even though they constantly rebelled. He rescued them time and time again, merely to protect his own reputation. He never once spoke out against slavery. He said sons would not be punished for the sins of their fathers, then did exactly that. Such incongruity spreads a fuzzy cloud over the most essential lessons our Creator wants us to take from his holy word.
 



 
 

Hold up, Twain! Who is this masked man you’re describing?
 



 
 

Guuulp. Uhhh, it’s you, Sir.
 



 
 

Me?
 



 
 

The Old Testament sometimes describes you in dark and confusing terms.
 



 
 

I thought I told you not to believe everything you read. Do you believe everything you read in the newspaper?
 



 
 

No way! But, then again, the newspaper carries no claim of divinity. As a matter of fact, I often feel the newspaper is inspired by the Devil.
 



 
 

Use your head, son. Do you think I went to the trouble to design that complex brain of yours, so you would blindly stumble along and accept every image painted by others? How would you know which sources are false prophets? You have to figure out what you feel in your heart and make up your own mind. There is nothing complicated about my love for the human species and my desire for your best interests. You people have a way of mixing things up.
 



 
 

But the Old Testament is so confusing. What are we to do?
 



 
 

Well, for starters you can quit bellyaching and read the New Testament. Then come back and let me know what you think.
 



 
 

Thank you Lord. I will.
 



 
 

6. Foretelling the Messiah
 



 
 

So do we trash our most ancient Scriptures? No way! As always, God is right. Let’s not shoot ourselves in the foot. Everything we’ve discussed so far, in combination, represents only a thin slice of our English translations of the Old Testament. Remember, I’m not telling you about all the good stuff in the Good Book. I’ll leave that for you to discover. I’m only trying to expose those select passages and concepts that make little or no sense to me. The Old Testament is chock full of valuable teachings which apply just as well to our modern world, as they did three-thousand years ago. Jesus Christ studied those same Scriptures in their original form, and he lived by them. Further, there are many passages of the Old Testament which tie the ancient writings directly to the New Testament. Let’s take a brief look at some of those transitional links.
 


In my view, the biggest mystery of the New Testament lies in what Jesus said just before he died on the cross. 

 



 
 


Matthew 27:46 About three o’clock, Jesus shouted, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani,” which means, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


I’ve struggled most of my life to understand that verse. If Jesus is, as I truly believe, the divine Son of God, a human version of God himself, and he knew the score in advance, why, at the very last minute, would he question the plan? The only explanation plausible for me is that he was showing the excruciating pain and utter humiliation of his humanity. Jesus wasn’t just an illusion created by God, a brilliant cloud of glowing dust. He was a touchy, feely human being, and he suffered no less than any other person who was whipped, pierced and stretched on the cross. Before death, his human body suffered colossal agony. 

 


Crucifixion was the cruelest form of torture. Anyone who’s seen Mel Gibson’s movie, The Passion, will attest the violence was so prolonged and severe to be gut-wrenching to watch, the ultimate martyrdom. We should quake in fear and shame when we understand what our fellow humans did to Jesus Christ. Finally, we should give daily thanks that God would make such a sacrifice just to offer worthless sinners a chance for salvation. No greater gift has ever been given.
 


Jesus wasn’t only beseeching God in his last moment, he was consciously tying himself to fellow Jews by quoting ancient Scripture, specifically Psalms 22. When you go back and read those verses of the Old Testament, I think you’ll agree—the correlation is eerie. If you know much of anything about the crucifixion, these verses will run shivers up and down your spine. Keep in mind, the book of Psalms was written over five-hundred years before Christ was born.
 



 
 


Psalms 22:1-8 My God, My God why have you forsaken me? Why do you refuse to help me or even to hear my groans. Day and night I keep on weeping, crying for your help . . . Everyone who sees me mocks and sneers and shrugs. “Is this the one who rolled his burden onto the Lord?” they laugh, “Is this who claims the Lord delights in him. We’ll believe it when we see God rescue him!” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Before you read the rest of this passage, try to picture yourself on that cross. Excruciating pain throbs in your hands, feet and side. You’re burning hot, choking of a bitter thirst. Your head feels as though it will burst. The weight of your head is crushing your larynx and every breath is a painful struggle. Your mind falls into a deep depression. You beg God to please hurry in and put you out of your misery. 

 

 



 


Psalms 22:12-19 I am surrounded by fearsome enemies, strong as the giant bulls from Basham. They come at me with open jaws, like roaring lions attacking their prey. My strength has drained away like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart melts like wax; my strength has dried up like sun-baked clay; my tongue sticks to my mouth, for you have laid me in the dust of death. The enemy, this gang of evil men, circles me like a pack of dogs; they have pierced my hands and feet. I can count every bone in my body. See these men of evil gloat and stare; they divide my clothes among themselves by a toss of the dice.

 


O Lord, don’t stay away. O God my Strength, hurry to my aid. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


My God! If this passage doesn’t bring tears to your eyes, you must be made of stone. How could this ancient foretelling be any more gripping and right on the money? Here’s another statement made by Jesus right before his death, which ties directly to the Old Testament.
 

 



 


Old Testament:

 


Psalms 31:5 Into your hands I commit my spirit. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


New Testament:
 


Luke 23:46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” (Living Bible)

 



 
 


There are many predictions in the Scriptures of a coming Savior. As the Jews moved away from God, and their sins became so perverse, it seems the Creator finally decided there was only one way to clean up the mess. He would send a Messiah to remove all sin, “in a single day.” Here are some of those prophecies. Early chapters of Isaiah were written around 700 BC, and chapters 40 through 66 were written by unknown prophets around 540 BC, while the Jews were exiled in Babylon. As you read some of these passages, you’ll find it hard to believe the words didn’t come directly from the New Testament.
 

 


 


Isaiah 7:14 Then Isaiah said, O House of David, you aren’t satisfied to exhaust my patience, you exhaust the Lord’s as well! All right then, the Lord himself will choose the sign—a child shall be born to a virgin! And she shall call him Immanuel (meaning, God is with us). (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Isaiah 9:1-7 That time of darkness and despair shall not go on forever . . . For unto us a Child is born; unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulders. These will be his royal titles: “Wonderful,” “Counselor,” “The Mighty God,” “The Everlasting Father,” “The Prince of Peace.” (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Zechariah 3:8-9 Don’t you see? Joshua represents my servant the Branch (Messiah, Christ) whom I will send. He will be the Foundation Stone of the Temple that Joshua is standing beside, and I will engrave this inscription on it seven times: I will remove the sins of this land in a single day. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


The following set of verses is a little long, but it’s a must read. You can almost picture Isaiah staring into a crystal ball. He so accurately describes the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the sins of man, hundreds of years before the actual events transpired. Reading this foretelling, one must ask how the prophets could even formulate the concept of a sacrificial God. Such was foreign to common culture and knowledge. This is the type of biblical text I believe must’ve been inspired by God.
 

 


 


Isaiah 53:3-9 We despised him and rejected him—a man of sorrows, acquainted with the bitterest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way when he went by. He was despised and we didn’t care.

 


Yet it was our grief he bore, our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were punishment from God, for his own sins! But he was wounded and bruised for our sins. He was chastised that we might have peace; he was lashed and we were healed. We are the ones who strayed away like sheep! We, who left God’s path to follow our own. Yet God laid on him the guilt and sins of every one of us!

 


He was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he never said a word. He was brought as a lamb to the slaughter; and, as a sheep before her sheerers is dumb, so he stood silent before the ones condemning him. From prison and trial they led him away to his death . . . But he was buried like a criminal in a rich man’s grave; but he had done no wrong, and had never spoken an evil word. (Living Bible) 


 

 



 


Wow! That just goes way beyond awesome. 


 

 


 


7. Old Testament—Fact or Fiction?
 



 
 

After spending months with the Old Testament, my conclusion is simple. God wants us to read and study the Holy Bible, all of it, and learn the many lessons filed away there. However, he wants us to read it with the brain he gave us to question, to discuss and to marvel. With all the oddball verses we can find, there remain plenty of sacred ideals to inspire, to challenge and to guide us toward salvation. But, the real truth is this. It doesn’t matter what’s in the Bible if no one reads it! Pick it up, blow off the dust, read it cover to cover and discover your own treasures. Feel free to take any of my bloopers to task and hammer out your own best understanding. While you’re at it, search and listen for God’s message. In the end, thank your Creator for giving you The
Greatest Story Ever Told along with a miraculous brain to pursue the true meaning of his sacred word.
 

 


 


Thank you Lord!
 

 


 


You’re welcome.
 

 


 

Chapter 6.
 


Mysteries of the New Testament
 



 
 


Hello
God, are you still with me?
 

 


 


Yes, my son, what’s up?
 

 


 


You well know
I’m a baptized believer, a born-again Christian, and I’m so very thankful about that. Now, how can I possibly write anything challenging the New Testament? 

 

 


 



Did you read every word?
 



 
 


Yes sir, I did.
 

 


 

It didn’t raise any questions in your mind?
 

 


 


Yes sir, many questions.
 

 


 


Well, you had no difficulty finding issues with the Torah! So what makes you think your version of the New Testament is perfect?
 

 


 

I don’t think it is, but I’m not a bit comfortable saying so.
 

 


 


I told you before, speak from your heart. I am very proud of my Son and what he did. If you find any dubious writings about Jesus, just do your best to think them through. While you’re at it, feel free to pass along his message.
 

 


 

Yes Sir! I’ll take my best shot.
 



 
 


Unlike the Old Testament, which is loaded with oddball laws, sex scandals and funny anecdotes, the New Testament poses a real challenge for religious humor. This much more recent collection of sanctified books was written in Greek by dedicated followers of Jesus Christ. They had an ambitious goal—break away from eons of Jewish authority and establish a brand new deal with God, the New Covenant of Christianity. Why were they so motivated? The appearance of Jesus Christ opened a whole new can of theological worms, a novel universe of possibility. Spiritual emphasis shifted from the “here and now” to the “hereafter.” Where the afterlife is never even considered in the Old Testament, virtually everything in the New Testament is about heaven and how we might go about getting there. When we say Jesus Christ came to save the human race, what exactly do we mean by that? We mean no less than he offered up the Holy Grail, the oft-dreamed fountain of youth, a step-by-step procedure for avoiding the horror and ugliness of death, a true light at the end of our earthly tunnel.
 


The Old Testament includes hundreds of stories covering the historical relationship between God and the Hebrews, but the New Testament concentrates on one, predominant set of events. It’s the tale of a loving Deity making the supreme sacrifice. This is the story of Jesus Christ, his birth, ministry, execution and resurrection. You can say a lot of wonderful things about Jesus, but fact is, according to the Bible, he wasn’t very funny. If he liked to joke around, his biographers chose to ignore it. Jesus had a very short time on earth, only about three years as a mature adult to get his work done. Besides that, he knew in advance how the story would end. As a result, he was portrayed as humble, quiet and somber. 

 


Finding bits and pieces of humor buried in the New Testament is like mining for diamonds in the Sahara. But if you make the effort to read it carefully, you’ll find Jesus Christ was a great guy who loved people, good food and wine. Unlike his buddy, John the Baptist, a tea-totaler who chose a life of suffering in the desert, Jesus made it clear that the Son of God could party with the best of them. He surrounded himself with male disciples and female supporters who traveled in a large entourage. After preaching hours on end, he enjoyed social dining and chatting with all kinds of people. He made it clear that he didn’t want to squander his precious time on the wealthy or the righteous—he deliberately chose to associate with scumbags, criminals and harlots. There’s no doubt about it, he was a people-person, and he dearly loved the downtrodden, the have-nots, the rabble-rousers, the salt of the earth.
 


Jesus Christ had a divine mission, but he was also human. He walked like a man, talked like a man, suffered like a man and died like a man, so I expect he probably laughed like a man. I do wish those Bible writers would’ve given us a clue as to what made him laugh. I found only two verses where the tone of his words carried the implication of a chuckle (Luke 7:34, Matthew 23:1-2). But then again, his work was deadly serious. Also, he had plenty of enemies on his tail, those nasty old Pharisees and Sadducees. As a matter of fact, virtually all the Jewish priests saw him as a dangerous menace. While they struggled each Sabbath to get a few loyal Jews to show up at the Tabernacle, Jesus was mobbed everywhere he went by people seeking his nonconformist message. According to the Bible, it appears his favorite pass-time was Theological Chess. Jesus loved to take on the priesthood in tricky, little mind-games. He didn’t have much time for fishing or golf, but he seemed to delight in poking fun at the religion of the day, making pious fools out of the religious elite. You’ve got to love it!
 


The New Testament was written three to seven decades after the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Why did Christians wait so long for such important work? Initially, the authors felt no need to write anything, because they truly believed the world was done-for. They thought Jesus would return during their lives and sweep them away to heaven in the Rapture (Luke 21:34-36). Today, while the Jews continue to wait for their Sun of Righteousness, we Christians are waiting too. We’ve been waiting two-thousand years for the Second Coming, a mind-boggling event disciples believed was eminent, “This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled.” (Luke 21:32)


 


In the Old Testament, God often spoke for a mysterious group of heavenly hosts, an assembly of old golfing buddies who seemed to be chatting in the clubhouse over cocktails, looking down on that eighteenth green called “earth.” 

 



 
 


Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness. (New International Version)

 



 
 


In the New Testament, we finally learn the identity of two of God’s closest friends. The Creator shows himself as a matched threesome: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, all for one and one for all, the divine Three Amigos. Christians believe in the divinity of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the one and only “Messiah” who, as foretold in ancient Scripture, was sent to earth to wipe away human sin. We also believe in the Holy Ghost, a spiritual “Counselor” left on earth in the hearts and minds of believers. 

 


Don’t worry, you won’t hear me cracking any silly jokes about the Holy Ghost. There is some very specific language in the New Testament, which says speaking against the Holy Spirit is the one and only unforgivable
sin. Yikes! I would like to claim that every good Christian is close to the Holy Spirit, but it’s just not true. Even amongst the most devout Christians, the Holy Spirit is the most illusive and mysterious figure of the three. Jesus described the Holy Spirit as he spoke to his disciples. 

 



 
 


John 14:16-17 “If you love me you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


John 14:26 “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


John 16:13-14 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


By these verses, it makes one wonder if the Holy Spirit somehow resides in the Holy Bible; “He will remind you of everything I have said to you (Gospels),” “He will guide you into all truth (The Word),” “He will tell you what is yet to come (Revelations).” Hmmm?


 


In the New Testament, we discover an entirely different flavor of God through the words and deeds of Jesus Christ. The Old Testament Jehovah stood for the Jews and destroyed their enemies. The New Testament God showed himself kind, loving, soft-spoken, healing and forgiving. This new and improved Deity loved earthlings so much, he was willing to undergo childbirth, human suffering, utter humiliation and an ever so agonizing death to rescue us from hell. 

 


Some argue God didn’t really sacrifice his Son, he simply loaned him out for awhile. After the horror of crucifixion, Jesus quickly rejoined his Father on that heavenly golf course. But, don’t be too fast to discount the gift—consider the utter indignity, pain and misery of crucifixion. Remember the God of the Old Testament, the one who was so intent to protect his reputation? How could the Father of all the universe sit back and watch his only Son dragged through the mud, spit on, whipped and nailed to a cross? It is so difficult for me to understand why an all-powerful, egotistical God would subject himself to such degradation. It’s impossible to put human logic behind God’s decision to offer the forgiving grace of Jesus Christ to a bunch of wicked sinners. For those of us who believe, we simply accept it on faith.
 


There is one logical explanation for this enigmatic covenant. The Creator knew the human heart and well understood the long-term effect of bloody martyrdom. The wrenching account of Jesus Christ, Son of God, humbled, tortured and bleeding on that Old Rugged Cross, because of our disgusting behavior has, without any doubt, brought millions to tears and scored billions of followers. Even after two-thousand years, the drama of that sacrifice is still being played. Had the Christ-child grown to be just another glorious king who died of old age, we probably wouldn’t even know his name. Can you imagine a world without the name of Jesus Christ? Whether you’re a Jew, a Christian or an atheist, the world just wouldn’t be the same. No matter what you believe or how you go about saying them, those two little words, Jesus Christ, dredge up strong human emotion.
 


There’s no argument that the person, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, was one of the most influential earthlings of all time. Billions of people believe that man was and is the true Savior, our precious Lord, King of Kings, Son of God. However, the stories about Jesus left to us by the apostles are not without their juicy little blemishes. In the pages to follow, we will probe mysteries of the New Testament and explore many puzzling issues. With God’s help, we will continue our humble search for the honest truth about the Holy Bible. 

 



 
 


1. Missing Link—Old vs. New


 



 
 

Some Christians might well suspect the sanctity of the Jewish Torah, but most would claim the New Testament impeccable. Of course, those same Christians wouldn’t feel any urgent need to study the document. They would leave that to pastors and priests. However, before we look at the new covenant, I think it noteworthy to mention some of the writings which failed to make the cut. There’s a five-century gap between the end of the Old and the start of the New. With regard to religious documents, many books were written during that blackout. We’ve already noted the Apocrypha were not included in the Jewish canon. Early Christians accepted them as sacred, but rabbis of the time rejected them because they were found only in the Greek language. No Hebrew versions were discovered. Later Christians supported this decision by noting New Testament characters never quoted the Apocrypha, while they often quoted Hebrew Scripture. On the other hand, the Roman Catholic Council of Trent officially declared those same books divine and adopted them for the Catholic Bible in 1545. So who made the right call, Protestants or Catholics? Is the Apocrypha inerrant? What are these mysterious books about? For the curious, here’s a more than brief summary.
 



 
 


Tobit: A God fearing man called Tobit goes blind. An angel named Raphel delivers a magic fish which restores his sight. This book includes elements of ancient folklore, telling a story of goodness and righteousness restored.

 


Judith: Composed 150 BC, this book tells of a brave Jewess widow, Judith, who defends against a cruel foreigner. When the Jews are under attack by Nebuchadnezzar’s general, Judith dresses alluringly, perfumes her body and offers help to the cruel warrior. She cleverly gets him stinking drunk and cuts off his head with his own sword.

 


Wisdom of Solomon: Composed 50 BC, the author reflects on his religious faith in contrast to a godless Egypt.

 


Sirach: Collection of sayings like Proverbs written in 190 BC.

 


Baruch: Composed 165 BC, points to a corrupt Jewish nation as the reason for the destruction of Jerusalem.

 


Letter of Jeremiah: Four books depicting Jewish life under Alexander the Great, the rise of a dynasty called Maccabeans and the Jewish festival of Hanukkah, celebrating the cleansing of the Temple. The timeframe is 134 BC.

 


Esdras: Two books about a parable of truth, the resurrection of the dead and the coming of a Messiah.

 


Prayer of Mannasseh: King of Judah offers a prayer of penitence for his evil deeds. 


 


Psalm 151: A poem supposedly composed by David after he killed Goliath.

 



 
 


So what do you think? Would these “good books” be part of the Good Book or not? Are they God’s word? Have you ever heard any discussion about them in your church? I know I haven’t. On what basis would one determine whether or not they are spiritually pure? 

 


Just to round the bases, the Apocrypha weren’t the only accounts left out of the New Testament. There were many other books written about Jesus which didn’t make it in. According to scholars, there’s supposed to be a document referred to as “Q,” with a detailed listing of all the quotations of Jesus Christ. The name Q is from the German “quelle” which means “source.” The problem is—this long rumored document has never been found. 

 


Those who assembled the Bible during the period 100-200AD also rejected the Gnostic Gospels. The lead-in states, “These are the secret words the living Jesus spoke, and which the twin, Judas Thomas wrote down.” The Gospel according to Thomas is the first of fifty-five such books. Thanks to The
Da Vinci Code, by Dan Brown, the Gospel of Philip is now famous for claiming Jesus delighted in kissing Mary Magdalene often on the lips. 

 

 


 


And the companion of the Savior is Mary Magdalene. Christ loved her more than all the disciples and used to kiss her often on her mouth. The rest of the disciples were offended by it and expressed their disapproval. They said to him, “Why do you love her more than all of us?”

 



 
 


Dan Brown’s novel suggests the word “companion” was used by the apostle Philip not to describe Mary as a friend as the Bible implies, but rather as a spouse. He also claims that the person sitting to the right of Christ in Da Vinci’s The
Last Supper is not a disciple at all, but a female, Mary Magdalene that is. Pick up any book of famous art and take a good look for yourself. The image does appear to be female. Interesting! The Gnostics (gnosis—Latin for knowledge) were a Christian Coptic sect who believed in salvation through wisdom rather than by faith or good works. 

 


There are plenty of other books written by accepted Christian apostles, which were not assembled within the covers of the Bible. Of these, many were considered supplementary rather than false. They include the Gospels of Peter and Nicodemus and two accounts of Jesus’ life as a youngster, which also chronicle the early life of the Virgin Mary. The book of I INFANCY states, in Chapter 1, that Jesus was born in a cave “filled with great lights,” and he miraculously spoke to his mother from the cradle, “Mary, I am Jesus the Son of God.” In Chapter VI, several women who were possessed are said to have been healed when they kissed the divine child. One woman who couldn’t speak was healed by rubbing the infant all over her body, and others were cured of leprosy by using the baby’s bathwater as medication. Hmmm? I wonder, could that be the source of the expression, “Don’t throw out the baby with the bathwater?” Another interesting passage describes a man who had been turned into a mule by a sorceress. The unfortunate fellow was re-humanized only after the Christ-child was placed on his back for a rowdy romp in the park. Ho ho! 

 


You may have heard discomfiting rumors that a young Jesus Christ killed one of his playmates out of a fit of anger. That story and more can be found in the books of INFANCY. For the curious, I’ll show only two of the more troubling passages.
 

 


 


I INFANCY 20:13-15 They brought him then to a more learned master, who, when he saw him said, Say Aleph.

 


And when he had said Aleph, the master bade him pronounce Beth; to which the Lord Jesus replied, Tell me first the meaning of the letter Aleph, and then I will pronounce Beth.

 


But this master, when he lift up his hand to whip him, had his hand presently withered, and he died.

 

 



 

Yikes! If you think that’s a little scary, try this one on for size.
 

 


 


II INFANCY 2:7-16  Another time Jesus went forth into the street, and a boy running by, brushed upon his shoulder;

 


At which Jesus being angry, said to him, thou shalt go no farther. And he instantly fell down dead. . . . 


 


Then the parents of the dead boy going to Joseph complained, saying, You are not fit to live with us, in our city, having such a boy as that.

 


Either teach him that he bless and not curse, or else depart hence with him, for he kills our children.

 


Then Joseph calling the boy Jesus by himself, instructed him saying, Why doest thou such things to injure the people so, that they hate us and prosecute us?

 


But Jesus replied, I know that what thou sayest is not of thyself, but for thy sake I will say nothing;

 


But those who have said these things to thee shall suffer everlasting punishment.

 


And immediately those that had accused him became blind.

 

 



 


Holy teenage ninja! And you thought you had troubles. How’d you like to try raising that youngster? Is there any doubt why those who assembled the New Testament chose not to paste such horror stories in the Bible? Can you imagine attempting to rationalize such lexis in your Sunday school class? The Apocrypha, Gnostic Gospels, Dead Sea Scrolls and many other books discovered over the last century show various groups of believers didn’t always agree on what took place during the life of Jesus of Nazareth. 

 



 
 

2. Jew vs. Gentile
 



 
 

So, how does the New Testament stack up in the area of ethnic parity? Was Jesus Christ sent to our planet for every human being or only the Jews? It seems like a stupid question, doesn’t it? There are so many verses in the New Testament like, John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his own begotten Son.” It didn’t say, “For God so loved the Hebrews.” Out of all the wonderful things Jesus said during his ministry, there is one set of comments which seem completely out of character (Matthew 15:22-28). I can only guess it was the result of a major Bible gaffe, a biblical faux pas. It involved a Gentile lady, a Canaanite. According to the Good Book, this woman had been following Jesus and his disciples all day, screaming and begging help for her daughter who was possessed. Verses in the book of Matthew imply Jesus was avoiding her like a bad headache. The disciples implored him to get rid of her. Why would the Son of God disregard such a desperate person in need? Now brace yourself—it says Jesus Christ was ignoring her because . . . she was a Gentile! He knew she was there, but he told his men, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” Holy Mother of God! I’ve never heard that one in church. Wouldn’t that change everything about Christianity? Why on earth would Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the same God who created all of us, tell his disciples such a thing?
 


When you read the following passage as a Gentile, you expect Jesus to scold his disciples and tell them not to discriminate against non-Jews, but it says the opposite. That’s not all. According to Matthew, Jesus backhandedly refers to Jews as “children of God” and Gentiles as “dogs.” Maybe it’s because I was born Gentile, but I can’t believe the Son of God would refer to non-Jews as “dogs.” Some defend this passage by claiming the Greek word for “dogs” is synonymous with “beloved house-pets,” but I don’t buy that one. In context with the other words in the passage, “dogs” clearly carries a negative slant. The only other biblical reference where I found “dogs” as a metaphor for people was in Revelation 22:15. Also written in Greek, this verse describes those who will live outside the gates of heaven, “Outside are dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.” Beloved household pets? I don’t think so! Even more bizarre, Jesus is touched by the faith of the Gentile woman and, finally, reverses course. It sounds more like the bigotry of the author leaked onto his papyrus scroll. Take a moment to read this one carefully.
 

 


 


Matthew 15:22-28 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity (Tyre) came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession.”

 


Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”

 


He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”

 


The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.

 


He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.”

 

 “Yes, Lord,” she said, “but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”

 


Then Jesus answered, “Woman you have great faith. Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour. (New International Version)

 

 


 


How can anyone read these verses and claim the Bible is devoid of ethnocentric bias? Would Jesus Christ purposefully neglect a Gentile in need? I certainly hope not! Now that’s not the end of it. If you move on to the book of Mark (Mark 7:24-30), you’ll find the exact same story with one minor difference. The woman is no longer a Canaanite from Tyre. Yes, she’s still a Gentile, but Mark recalls she’s a Greek from Syrophoenix. Oh well, what’s the difference among friends? So, I’d have to give this biblical tale an ‘A’ for consistency but an ‘F’ for detail and a big fat ‘zero’ for political correctness. Apparently, both Jewish authors, Matthew and Mark, thought it noteworthy, or maybe even some kind of miracle, that their Lord and Master would stoop to help a worthless canine, a Gentile that is. To put this in perspective, you have to remember all the Bible writers were Hebrew, and they were writing the Jewish chronicle. The Old Testament is, in fact, the ancient history of the Jews, and the New Testament is the story of the Messiah, a Savior sent to earth to rescue the Jews from everlasting hell. The irony, of course, is that the Jews rejected Christ, and the Christian faith was mostly adopted and nurtured by those mongrel races.


 



 
 

3. Summary of the New Testament
 



 
 

Compared to ancient Scripture, which covers three-thousand years, this section of the Bible deals with less than a century, the point at which BC turned into AD. Although the New Testament focuses on the central figure of Jesus Christ, there are no physical descriptions of the man. No mention, for example, if he was married or single or whether or not he had children. Was he tall or short, black, brown or white? What color were his eyes, his hair? Did he have a sense of humor? What did he do for entertainment? Was he a bowler, a sports nut, a jogger or a collector of classic chariots? Gender references specify he was male, but some enlightened females today might even want to argue that one. 

 


It’s puzzling that none of the authors of the New Testament made any effort whatsoever to describe the most influential man in the history of the world. Could it be because he looked like Willie or maybe Whoppi? Most Christians picture Jesus as a beautiful, Caucasian male, tall and slender with milky-white skin, blue eyes and perfectly groomed, flowing brown hair. However, such a look wouldn’t be likely for a Near-Easterner, a desert wanderer who spent most of his time outdoors. His skin had to be sun-baked to a blackened hue. We must remember the New Testament is not a historical document—it is a religious document. There are no official, clerical records that a person of the name Jesus Christ ever lived. But let’s not get too hung up over documentation—some two billion believers couldn’t all be wrong! No other single earthling, neither Mohammed, Buda, Moses nor even Elvis had such a dramatic impact on the human race. Two millennia after his departure, the good news of Jesus Christ continues to spread across the world. 

 


Information in the New Testament comes to us from the disciples of Christ and their followers, and like the Old Testament, every bit was written by men. Although a group of women followed along with Jesus and witnessed most of his ministry, women at the time were not educated. The New Testament was written when Christians were trying to organize churches in the region and sort out their dogma. Since the Jews rejected Christ, the Christian movement gained most of its momentum in Gentile populations. On the other side of the coin, the original leaders of Christianity, Paul and the other apostles were all Jews. Jesus Christ, the world’s numero uno Christian, was in fact, a Jew, and he often quoted the Old Testament. 

 


For a hundred years, there was a lot of confusion among converts regarding the validity of fundamental Jewish beliefs and the proper code of behavior for Christians. Jesus contributed to this confusion by saying, on the one hand, he came to fulfill the Law of Moses
(Matthew 5:17) and on the other, such laws represented an old, outdated way of living (Matthew 15:10-15). For the first time in ages, circumcision, kosher food, animal sacrifices and all the Jewish laws were smothered in a veil of suspicion. The “grace” of Jesus Christ offered a new and much simpler method of atonement. 

 


The New Testament is small enough to get your arms around, and it’s easily summarized. First, there was John the Baptist, who came to pave the way for the Messiah, then Jesus Christ, then the letters of the apostles organizing the Christian church. The last book is most mysterious, the book of Revelation. The people who assembled the New Testament believed Judgment was eminent, and Revelation was included to offer a horrifying view of what was about to transpire. No doubt those stories scared many a Jew and Gentile into signing the dotted line down at the local Christian church. The terror of Revelation is so intriguing, we’ll spend time going through it in some detail.
 


Most people are not that familiar with the role of John the Baptist. Remember the great miracle-working prophet of ancient Scripture, Elijah? He was one of only two people the Bible says went to heaven without dying. Surrounded by chariots of fire, Elijah was sucked up to paradise in a whirlwind (2Kings 2:11). The Old Testament said God would first send Elijah back to earth to give fair warning, then the Messiah. Jesus explained that Elijah and John the Baptist were one and the same. But John the Baptist didn’t come back to earth in a flaming chariot, he was miraculously conceived by an old, barren woman named Elizabeth. This marvel was announced to Zechariah, her aged husband, by an angel named Gabriel.
 

 


 


Luke 1:13-17 “Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. . . . And he will go on before the Lord in the spirit and the power of Elijah . . . to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (New International Version)

 

 


 


Giving praise to God, Elizabeth dedicated her miracle son to the Lord. Elizabeth and Mary, the mother of Jesus, were related and close friends. In the book of Matthew, Jesus tells his disciples about the true identity of John the Baptist. 

 

 


 


Matthew 17:10-13 His disciples asked, “Why do the Jewish leaders insist Elijah must return before the Messiah comes?”

 


Jesus replied, “They are right, Elijah must come and set everything in order. And, in fact, he has already come, but he wasn’t recognized, and was badly mistreated by many. And I, the Messiah, shall also suffer at their hands.”

 


Then the disciples realized he was speaking of John the Baptist. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Matthew 3:1-3 While they were living in Nazareth, John the Baptist began preaching out in the Judean wilderness. . . . Isaiah the prophet had told about John’s ministry centuries before! He had written, “I hear a shout from the wilderness, ‘Prepare a road for the Lord—straighten out the path where he will walk.’” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Apparently John the Baptist felt exactly the same way about the corrupt Jewish leaders as did Jesus. Only JB wasn’t a bit bashful about making his feelings known.
 

 



 


Matthew 3:7-9 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to be baptized, he denounced them;

 

 “You sons of snakes!” he warned, “Who said that you could escape the coming wrath of God? Before being baptized, prove that you have turned from sin by doing worthy deeds. Don’t try to get by as you are thinking, ‘We are safe for we are Jews—descendents of Abraham.’ That proves nothing. God can change these stones here into Jews.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Matthew 3:11 “With water I baptize those who repent of their sins; but someone else is coming, far greater than I am, so great that I am not worthy to carry his shoes. He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Matthew 3:13-17 Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized there by John. John didn’t want to do it.

 

 “This isn’t proper,” he said. “I am the one who needs to be baptized by you.”

 


But Jesus said, “Please do it, for I must do all that is right.” So then John baptized him. . . . And a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, and I am wonderfully pleased with him.” (Living Bible)

 

 

 


The book of Acts, which comes after the four Gospels, gives a brief history of events after Jesus returned to his Father in heaven. Although it was written by Luke, much of Acts is about Peter and Paul. It covers the period 30 AD to 61 AD. Acts tells how the Christian faith began to spread around the world. It also tells how a Jew named Saul, commissioned to hunt down and execute Christians, was converted and became the leading advocate for Christianity. I often refer to this man, who changed his name to Paul, as the Director of Marketing for Jesus Christ. As author of most of the letters which follow the book of Acts, Paul was by far the strongest leader of the early Christian movement and the most prolific writer of the New Testament. 

 


The book of Revelation is said to have been written around 90 AD by John, a disciple of Jesus. There are a couple of complications though. John was an uneducated fisherman, and at that time he would’ve been very old. I suppose he could’ve dictated the work to a younger, more skillful writer. Most scholars agree the true author was probably some other John. Whoever it was, he wrote the story of Armageddon, the weirdest of all Bible books, to make sure his people would be prepared for the end-time. The Adventure Bible (New International Version) summarizes Revelations by the following:
 



 
 

 Jesus is God
 

 Letters to seven churches
 

 God is on the throne
 

 God will judge Satan
 

 God will judge the dead
 

 A new world.
 



 
 


But this doesn’t do the work justice. Revelation is a long, drawn out horror movie, scene upon scene of bloody holocaust, marking the end-game and Judgment Day. So odd and scary, the verses of Revelation are rarely read or discussed in any church. Curiously, this last book of the Bible describes a process for human death and restoration, which is completely foreign to most modern believers. This fascinating tale includes the most elaborate schemes for killing off those unfortunate human beings who are Left Behind, those who fail to rise to heaven at the Rapture of the Second Coming.
 



 
 

4. The Gospels 

 



 
 

No discussion of God’s word would be complete without taking a close look at the New Testament Gospels. What exactly do we mean by Gospels? Some folks hear the word and think of a soul-choir swaying to the tempo of “Swing low . . . sweet chariot.” Earlier, we found the word “gospel” to be a synonym for “word.” The secular definition is “that which is accepted as infallible truth.” The first four books of the New Testament, the Gospels, comprise the very foundation of the Christian faith. However, there is room for a broader definition. Since Jesus came to save humans from “the outer darkness,” a more holistic definition might be “a guidebook toward nirvana” or “a roadmap to heaven.” If your long-term retirement plans include a trip to that big, happy campground in the sky, you’ll find The Gospels a must read.
 


Most everyone can rattle off the names of the first four books of the New Testament. I found it fascinating that the authors illustrated such different views of Jesus Christ. Only Matthew and John were disciples, eyewitnesses to the living Christ. Mark was a young protégé of the disciple Peter, and Luke, a physician, was an associate of the apostle Paul. Matthew, Mark and Luke were educated, but John, was what some might call a “roughneck,” a fisherman, a tried and true Bass-Master. It remains a mystery how such a ruffian could’ve penned the eloquent books attributed to him. Even more interesting, the four Gospels don’t agree on every aspect of the Jesus chronicle. Some of the differences are subtle and a few are glaring.
 


If you look carefully, you can also find interesting discrepancies between Old Testament prophecy and New Testament events. There’s no doubt the Old Testament very accurately predicted most every important detail of the Messiah Christ. But there are a few obvious misfires. A good example can be found in the final pages of the Old Testament, where God spoke of the Savior to come.
 



 
 


Malachi 4:6 “He will turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.” (New International Version)

 



 
 


In the first few pages of the New Testament, Jesus spoke. In light of Malachi, he sounds more like a teenager bound and determined to rebel against his Father.
 



 
 


Matthew 10:34-36 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—a man’s enemies will be members of his own household.” (New International Version)

 



 
 


What? I thought the Father and the Son were one? Why would the Bible quote them in direct opposition? Jesus Christ knew the Scriptures by heart, and he was well aware of all the prophecies including the one in Malachi. But the Son seemed to have his own persona. On earth, the Son of God rarely spoke in a straightforward manner. He relied heavily on enigma, shocking proclamations and even contradictions to capture the curiosity of his audience. It appears he was trying to say, in his round about way, one must always place the Lord first in life, above family and all else. Many followers of Christ were persecuted, even by their own kin. But, anyone who reads these verses must admit, the “divine” words in Matthew and Malachi are in serious opposition. 

 


Many Bible readers, including myself, speculate why Jesus always chose to speak in riddles. Even his loyal disciples had a hard time understanding this. Why didn’t the Son of God just come right out and say what he wanted people to hear? The answer to this question is found in Matthew, and it’s very clandestine, to say the least. It’s even very hard to believe. The Bible says Jesus spoke in parables to fulfill prophecy. Only his disciples were allowed to grasp the meaning. Of course, that makes no sense. He certainly wasn’t trying to fulfill the prophecy of Malachi 4:6. Jesus also said his parables were meant to confuse. So why would Jesus Christ spend so much time preaching to great crowds, when he didn’t want them to understand his words? If you think I’m mixing up the message, here, read it for yourself.
 



 
 


Matthew 13:10-17 His disciples came and asked him, “Why do you always use these hard to understand illustrations?”

 


Then he explained to them that only they were permitted to understand about the Kingdom of Heaven, and others were not.

 

 “For to him who has will more be given,” he told them, “and he will have great plenty; but from him who has not, even the little he has will be taken away. That is why I use these illustrations, so people will hear and see but not understand.” 


 

 



 


Uh, what was that again? So they will “not” understand? Jesus continues.
 

 



 

 “This fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah:

 

 ‘They hear, but do not understand;

 


they look but do not see!

 


For their hearts are fat

 


And heavy, and their ears

 


Are dull, and they have 


 


closed their eyes in sleep

 


so they won’t see and hear

 


and understand and turn to God again, 


 


and let me heal them.’” 


 


But blessed are your eyes for they see; and your ears, for they hear. Many a prophet and godly man has longed to see what you have seen, and hear what you have heard, but couldn’t.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


This is the type of Bible text which appears to slant steeply toward the bias of the writer. It’s illogical that Christ would want only his disciples to understand his message, and yet that’s exactly what the disciple Matthew wrote. How else can you interpret the meaning of, “That is why I use these illustrations, so people will hear and see but not understand?” Could this irrational logic be the result of Matthew’s ethnocentric feelings toward his own group of favored disciples? 

 


Looking closely at the four Gospels, one set of disparities is no less than staggering. One would think the most memorable words spoken by the Son of God would’ve been his farewell, when he appeared to his disciples after the resurrection. Now I expect each man in that room would remember every word in stark detail, even decades later. Wouldn’t you? If a crucified Jesus Christ appeared in your living room as a
living
person and spoke just a few words, don’t you think you’d remember what he said. Well, there are four accounts in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and they’re all different. If every word in the New Testament is divinely accurate, why wouldn’t all four accounts be the same, or at least roughly similar? 

 

 


 


Matthew 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


Mark 16:15-18 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe; in my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


Luke 24:46-49 He said to them, “This is what is written. The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


John 20:21-24 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (New International Version)

 

 


 


So does God want us to believe every word of all four accounts? I’m not at all comfortable with that one by Mark, the one about the tongues, snakes and poison. Where in the world did all that come from? “When they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them.”
In my heart I feel certain that Billy Graham, for example, believes in Jesus Christ? I’ve seen and heard the man many times. No doubt in my mind about his sincerity. However, I also believe if he drank a big cup of cyanide, he’d drop to the ground dead as a doornail! I’d much rather believe the less wordy accounts of Matthew and John. At least, they could claim to be eyewitnesses. If you are also uneasy with the “signs” in Mark, it might give you some comfort to know the most ancient Hebrew manuscripts ended the book of Mark at chapter 16 verse 8. Some tricky ghostwriter added those weirder than weird lines at a later date. Why? No one knows for sure, but this posthumous lexis, which is common knowledge among Bible scholars, virtually destroys the dogma of absolute inerrancy.
 


There are other differences among the Gospels. Matthew 27:51 says, when Jesus died, the earth shook and bodies of numerous dead people rose out of tombs, went to the holy city and appeared to many. Holy night crawlers!
Can you imagine that? Well, I would expect such an awesome sight would’ve made front-page news in the Jerusalem Times. Just how often do you see dead people walking around? Here’s the shocking part—none of the other three Gospel writers made any mention of it. If you were a Bible writer documenting the incredible life and death of Jesus Christ, don’t you think such a miracle would be noteworthy? Oh, you argue it was a long time before the accounts were written, so maybe they forgot. If dead people popped out of graves in New York City and began wandering around Central Park, how long do you think that would be remembered? On another topic, Matthew and Luke went to some trouble to promote the “virgin birth,” another piece of earth-shattering news, but John and Mark didn’t feel it was worth mentioning. Likewise, only John reported the first miracle of Jesus. It was my favorite one, the turning of water into wine. 

 


That brings us to the most contentious New Testament issue of eternity, the holiest of holy sticky-wicket, that theological conflict between the “saved” and the “damned.”
 

 


 


Twain, are you sure you want to go there? Don’t you think you’ve alienated enough readers already. You’re in danger of blowing a good thing.
 

 


 

Sorry, God. Can’t help myself. You told me to do my best to speak from my heart.
 

Okay, then, think it through and proceed with care.
 

Yes sir, I will.
 

 


 


The primo biblical controversy of all the ages is whether or not Jesus Christ is the only route to paradise? Because of the New Testament Gospels, Christians are taught that Christ is the only way. His way
or no
way, Jose! If you believe every word of the New Testament, we Christians are going to have heaven all to ourselves. Yack, yack, no take back! That would definitely cut way down on those large crowds at the sacrosanct country club. For the good Christian, eternal tee-times should be no problem.
 


If baptism by water and a formal acceptance of Jesus Christ comprise the only viable path to glory, what about God’s chosen people, the Jews, and all those innocents who don’t know Jesus Christ from Uncle Charlie? What about the really good Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and atheists? What about all those isolated native tribes who worship the earth or the sun, because they don’t know any better? What about those Republicans, they always want to do the right thing? What about the babies and unborn fetuses? Let’s say a girl-child in Africa is born blind, deaf and dumb, and she dies at the age of one. Does she go straight to hell? Are you kidding? The Jesus I know wouldn’t condemn such a child. No one could be more pure. Remember the song, “Jesus loves me this I know . . . little ones to him belong?” Jesus Christ loved children, primarily for their innocence. In Matthew 9:14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and don’t hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

 


Here’s another little tidbit most people miss. The New Testament book of Revelation claims 144,000 Jews will get a free ride to paradise right along with Christians at the Rapture (Revelation 7:1-8, Revelation 14:1-3). Yeah, that’s right, you heard me, Jews! That’s 144,000 good old, God worshipers who show no reverence for Jesus Christ at all. Huh? How could that be? So, there must be more to this story than meets the eye, more than just the one narrow path painted in the Gospels.
 


The doctrine of Christian exclusivity falls in the third chapter of John. John 3:16 is one of the most famous Bible verses of all time.
 

 


 


John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (King James)

 

 



 


John 3:17-18 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (King James)

 

 


 


We Christians are taught to accept Jesus Christ as God and be baptized in his name if we want eternal paradise. This dogma is based on another set of familiar verses. The reference to “born of water” is believed by some to mean human childbirth, but most Christians believe it to refer to the ceremony of baptism, the symbol of rebirth.
 

 


 


John 3:3 Jesus replied, “With all the earnestness I possess I tell you this: Unless you are born again, you can never get into the Kingdom of God.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


John 3:5-6 Jesus replied, “What I am telling you so earnestly is this: Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God. Men can only reproduce human life, but the Holy Spirit gives new life from heaven. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


The most vivid reference comes at the scene of the last supper, where Jesus explained to his disciples that he and God are joined at the hip, so to speak.
 

 



 


John 14:6 Jesus told him, “I am the Way—yes, and the Truth and the Life. No one can get to the Father except by means of me. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Of course, there were no tape recorders around when Jesus spoke those words. Don’t forget, the New Testament was also written by men. Every biblical thing Jesus “said” was written down by various authors some fifty years after he was crucified. Were all these authors divinely infallible? Is every English word and quotation in the New Testament perfect? Why would we expect it to be any more pristine than the Old Testament? Could those writers have molded those words ever so slightly to help bring people to their cause? Such verses seem plain enough, but two-thousand years of language evolution leaves some room for doubt. Without it, theologians would have nothing to argue about. It might be that Jesus was trying to say the above requirements apply to everyone who had a reasonable chance of knowing him, or maybe only to those who had been there at the time to witness his life. The following verse surely leans in that direction.
 

 


 


John 15:22 “They would not be guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. But now they have no excuse for their sin.” (Living Bible)

 

 


 


As you read The Gospels, you must remember the authors were not journalists, nor were they historians. They were devoted followers of Jesus Christ, trying their very best to put an honest message on paper which would sell the Son of God to nonbelievers. Wouldn’t that be your objective if you were commissioned for the job, and wouldn’t you consider it a divine mission? I suppose any dedicated believer would. These tales about the life and teachings of Jesus Christ had survived decades of campfire storytelling, and it would be almost impossible for every aspect of the four accounts to match. Some scholars even tout the fact that obvious conflicts were not cut from the Bible to show the implicit honesty of those who compiled it. The New Testament didn’t even begin to form until about 100 AD, a time when Christianity was an outlaw cult. It was undoubtedly used in secret to help spread the “good news” to underground factions. Christianity as an official religion wasn’t widely accepted until 313 AD, when the Roman emperor and sun-worshiping pagan, Constantine, converted. In 325 AD he unified the warring sects in Rome under a single religion, Christianity. As a matter of fact, he’s also credited for changing the birth-date of Jesus to that of a pagan holiday falling on December 25.
 


Putting differences aside, the four Gospels of the New Testament tell an amazing story of an amazing man, a man like no other, a man who walked on water, calmed the storm, healed the sick, loved the wicked and touched the leper. Those awesome messages of Jesus, spoken in the form of word-puzzles, must’ve knocked the sandals off the people of the time. He was not only a miracle-worker, he was a highly intelligent and articulate rabble-rouser who challenged the establishment, the Pharisee priests, beyond their ability to answer. He scared the pants off clergy of the time, because he saw right through their evil ways and criticized hard and fast rules they had been administering for ten centuries. Jewish priests, on the other hand, were trained to watch for false prophets, and they not only doubted the divinity of this rebel, they condemned him as a blasphemer. The ministry of Jesus Christ is eloquently presented in The Gospels, the heart and soul of the New Testament. These three hundred or so pages, laden with wisdom, moral challenge and heavenly secrets, continue to have a huge impact on the world so long after they were written. Given over a period of only three years, around 30 AD, the words of Jesus Christ would change everything forever. 

 


According to Matthew, the Son of God was sent to earth to offer a unique opportunity for humans to avoid those “gnashing jaws” of everlasting hell. Searching the Old Testament, it’s clear the agreement between God and Abraham had proven a dismal failure. After the downfall of Israel, God finally deduced more drastic measures would be necessary if humans, which he so dearly loved, were to have any chance of joining him in heaven. So, by sending the Messiah, God apparently decided to follow the K.I.S.S. principle and form a new agreement with the essence of simplicity. How simple, you ask? The grace of Jesus Christ is so simple, it’s almost impossible to believe. 

 



 
 


Matthew 26:23-28 “For I must die just as was prophesied . . . ”

 


Jesus took a small loaf of bread and blessed it and broke it apart and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take it and eat it, for this is my body.”

 


And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks for it and gave it to them and said, “Each one drink from it, for this is my blood, sealing the New Covenant. It is poured out to forgive the sins of multitudes.” (Living Bible) 


 



 
 


That’s it! Other translations replace the word “Covenant” with “Testament” or “agreement.” Jesus was to give his life to atone our sins, and all he asked in return was for us to repent and remember his sacrifice. No more bloody killings at the Tabernacle. There was only one more bloodletting necessary. God would spill the blood of his own precious Child, so we might be saved. Notice the stark contrast with the covenant of Abraham. After the resurrection of Jesus Christ, God had his own “Blue Light Special,” the sale of all time! Forevermore, the price of immortality would be reduced to a mysterious level of simplicity—believe and repent. This new deal entailed no mutilations, no sacrifices, no bloody wars or land transfers, no complicated rules and regulations, no loud prayers or good deeds. All man had to do under the New Covenant was to admit to his dirty, rotten ways and humbly accept God’s gift of love. Jesus Christ offered his grace, free of charge to anyone who would simply ask for it.
 


Yeah I know, it all sounds too simple. But Christ made a point of demonstrating such unbelievable “grace” even as he was dying on the cross. A criminal hanging next to him told his buddy they were both guilty as sin and deserved their punishment, but this Jesus fellow was being unjustly crucified. Subsequently, he spoke to the suffering Christ.
 



 
 


Luke 23:42-43 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 


 


Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


Now, hold on one minute! This fellow wasn’t baptized. He didn’t go to vacation Bible school. It’s not likely he’d ever seen the inside of a church, and his good deeds must have fallen victim to a life of crime. But in his final moment, he believed, he confessed and he asked forgiveness, all in just two sentences. I’d be first to agree the grace of Jesus Christ sounds too good to be true. There’s no way any of us deserves such a gift. But think for a second. Without such grace, how else could any human being, riddled with sin, end up in heaven? You’ve got to figure, if God created man in his own image, he might just want someone up there to bait his hook. Okay, for you links people, I expect he might even want somebody to drive his golf cart.
 

 


 


Oh God, you mean, all I have to do is believe, and I’ll get eternal life for free?
 

 


 

Twain, you know the drill. Why don’t you tell me? 

 

 


 


Uh-oh, there’s that word again, “free.” If you agree with my daddy’s “free lunch” principle, a closer look at this new contract with God will prove you correct. The new deal, which appears so simple on the surface, is really quite complex, a life changing event. Why? Close your eyes for a second and try to move back some two-thousand years. Picture yourself standing by that cross. You’re terrified, afraid to look up, but even when you stick your fingers in your ears you can’t help but hear The Passion of suffering, those agonizing screams and guttural moans coming from the Son of God! The sky is angry, black clouds are swirling, lightning is flashing and the ground is shaking beneath your feet. If you truly believed, deep in your soul, that Jesus Christ suffered and died on that cross because of YOUR sins, don’t you think you’d change just about everything about the way you live? Have you ever really tried loving God with all your heart and loving your neighbor as yourself? Have you ever tried loving your enemies? Oh yeah? Do you really love Osama? Would you like to have him over for dinner, so you can tell him how much you love him and cover his feet with kisses? That’s what I thought. 

 


This new deal is so complex, in fact, there’s not one single person on earth who can meet the challenge. That’s why the New Testament recipe for eternal life includes that most important, second ingredient, “repent.” And, thanks be to God, along with true remorse comes forgiveness. Face it, there’s no other way. The only way those heavenly gates could ever be opened to sin-soaked people like us is through the grace of God’s mercy, what Christians call the loving grace of Jesus Christ. But don’t fool yourself. This New Covenant is no one-way transaction—you do have to do
something. In order to receive the gift, you’ve got to ask for it, and that’s where the rubber meets the road. So few people are willing to bow their heads in shame, admit their depravities and sincerely beg for God’s mercy.
 


Even so, you say, it still can’t be that simple, believe and repent? There must be some hard and fast rules, even if they’re just implied. Didn’t Jesus come up with a new set of laws to replace the Laws of Moses? In typical fashion, Jesus had some rather confusing things to say about the ancient laws and what rules his new followers needed to abide. In one verse, Jesus appears to be making fun of the ancient laws as he speaks with a cynical tone.
 

 



 


Matthew 23:1-4 Then Jesus said to the crowds, and to his disciples, “You would think these Jewish leaders and these Pharisees were Moses, the way they keep making up so many laws!” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


In another verse, Jesus seems to endorse the ancient laws.
 

 



 


Matthew 5:17-19 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come—it isn’t to cancel the laws of Moses and the warnings of the prophets. No, I came to fulfill them and to make them all come true. With all the earnestness I have I say; Every law in the Book will continue until its purpose is achieved. And so if anyone breaks the least commandment, and teaches others to, he shall be the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But those who teach God’s laws and obey them shall be great in the Kingdom of Heaven. (Living Bible)

 

 


 


You might notice both groups, those who obey and those who do not, will be in the Kingdom of Heaven. That, in itself, is pretty confusing. By the verses which follow, it first appears Jesus is referring only to the Ten Commandments. But even as he quoted them, he made them virtually impossible to obey. Other verses refer to Jewish law beyond the “Top Ten.”
 



 
 


Matthew 5:21-22 “Under the laws of Moses, the rule was, ‘If you kill, you must die.’ But I have added to that rule, and tell you that if you are only angry, and even in your own home, you are in danger of judgment!” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Matthew 5:27-28 “The laws of Moses said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say: Anyone who even looks at a woman with lust in his eye has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 

Yikes! How many guys do you know who are going to pass that test?
 

 



 


Matthew 5: 31-32 “The law of Moses says, ‘If anyone wants to be rid of his wife, he can divorce her by simply giving her a letter of dismissal.’ But I say a man that divorces his wife, except for fornication, causes her to commit adultery if she marries again. And he who marries her commits adultery.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Matthew 19:4-6 It is written that at the beginning God created man and woman, and that man should leave his father and mother, and be forever united to his wife. The two shall become one! And no man may divorce what God had joined together.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Matthew 19:7-8 “Then why,” they asked, “did Moses say a man may divorce his wife by merely writing her a letter of dismissal?

 


Jesus replied, “Moses did that
in recognition of your hard and evil hearts, but it was not what God had originally intended.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Wait a minute! Inerrancy scholars, listen up. What happened to that other quote from Jesus, “Don’t misunderstand why I have come—it isn’t to cancel the laws of Moses?” There are several such cases where Jesus appears to separate the Torah into two categories, the sacred laws of God and the civil laws of Man. Yet the Old Testament clearly claims all the laws came from God. God, speaking to Moses, is quoted in Exodus 21:1, “These are the laws you are to set before them.” So, based on the words of Jesus in Matthew 19:7, how can those who support the inerrancy of the Holy Bible reconcile this?
 

 



 


Matthew 5:38-48 “The law of Moses says, ‘If a man gouges out another’s eye, he must pay with his own eye. If a tooth gets knocked out, knock out the tooth of the one who did it.’ But I say, don’t resist violence. If you are slapped on one cheek, turn the other too. . . .

 


There is a saying, ‘Love your friends, and hate your enemies.’ But I say: Love your enemies. Pray for those who persecute you. . . . But you are to be perfect, even as your Father is perfect. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Holy goals and objectives! Now there’s a challenge. Forget about trying to follow the Laws of Moses. All you need to do to enter the Kingdom of Heaven is to be perfect, as God in heaven is perfect. So what does it mean to be “perfect?”
 



 
 


Matthew 19:16-22 Someone came to Jesus with this question: “Good Master, what must I do to have eternal life?”

 


Jesus replied, “You can get to heaven if you keep the commandments.”

 

 “Which ones?” the man asked.

 


And Jesus replied, “Don’t kill, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t lie, honor your father and mother, and love your neighbor as yourself!”

 

 “I’ve always obeyed every one of them,” the youth replied. “What else must I do?”

 


Jesus told him, “If you want to be perfect, go and sell everything you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” But when the young man heard this, he went away sadly, for he was very rich. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Yooo mama! Does that one hit home, or what? Just when it looked like Jesus Christ was opening the door for everyone to scramble into heaven, he slammed it shut, locked it and threw away the key. No one knew of man’s greedy and sinful nature better than Jesus, who experienced it firsthand. When all seemed lost, the Son of God came to the rescue, offering the concept of contrition and mercy. Here lies the definition of “divine grace.”
 



 
 


Matthew 19:25-26 This remark confounded the disciples, “Then who in the world can be saved?” they asked.

 


Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, no one. But with God, everything is possible.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Matthew 6:14-15 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. (New International Version)

 

 



 


1 John 1:5-9 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all . . . But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

 


If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Jesus must’ve sensed his lessons were way too confusing, even for his own disciples. In the seventh chapter of Matthew, he boiled the three-hundred plus Laws of Moses down to eleven short words, a timeless masterpiece everyone knows as the “Golden Rule.”
 



 
 


Matthew 7:12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the prophets. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Holy brevity! Just think of all the papyrus paper Moses could’ve saved. Is this rule just too plain for you? Okay, in a later chapter of Matthew, Jesus cranked it all the way up to twenty-four words when he gave the “Greatest Commandment.”
 

 



 


Matthew 22:34-40 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question; “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

 


Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Living Bible)

 



 
 


So, exactly how far does this “grace” thing reach? Is there any sin which will not be forgiven? How about wife beating, child molestation, cursing God, mass murder? Jesus said all sin would be forgiven, all sin that is, except one. The problem is, that one and only sin which will not be forgiven, isn’t real clear to most followers.
 



 
 


Matthew 12:31-32 “And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.” (New International Version)

 



 
 


Let me ask this—do you know exactly what it means to speak out against the Holy Spirit? It’s not at all obvious to me. I’d feel a whole lot better if someone cleared that one up. Hey, stumble onto this one breech of holy etiquette, and you’ll find yourself on a short road to eternal flames. The New Testament is chock full of passages about the Holy Spirit. Are we absolutely certain everything in the Bible about the Holy Spirit is favorably accurate? Could biblical scribes be guilty of the unforgivable sin? If we believe every word in the Bible, could we also be guilty of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? 

 


The Holy Spirit was quite active in New Testament times and many unusual human behaviors and events are attributed to this mysterious Ghost. For example, are you comfortable with the issue we’ve already discussed, spirits impregnating human females? Remember Genesis 6:4, “Evil beings from the spirit world were sexually involved with human women.”
Would you believe the New Testament says the Holy Spirit was responsible for impregnating a young virgin? 

 

 


 


Luke 1:28-35 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you. . . .

 


Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.”

 

 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am still virgin?”

 


The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.” 


 


(New International Version)

 



 
 


The Holy Spirit is described biblically as the essence of God, the aura of Jesus Christ, a divine Apparition who planted the seed of Christ in the virgin Mary, a soul-Counselor who will live in our hearts and give us peace and great joy until Jesus Christ returns. That is, of course, only if we chose to believe and repent. Therefore, it appears the Holy Spirit lies at the very core of the New Covenant. If you’re still skeptical and think the Holy Spirit must not be around today, just go to any Pentecostal church or Assembly of God and you’ll find the Holy Ghost thriving, hand waving, tongue speaking, jumping up and down, shouting and rolling on the floor. Although we Methodists think we’re way too cool for all that, I’d suggest we take great care in what we say. You’ve heard that old expression, “It’s not wise to fool around with Mother Nature?” Well, after reading the New Testament, I’ll tell anyone who’ll listen, “It’s not a real good idea to speak out against the Holy Spirit!” 

 


In the New Testament, Jesus Christ clearly takes exception to some of the Laws of Moses. Apparently, he didn’t think much about those dietary rules, some of which continue to restrict the Jewish diet. Jesus took the position that anything that might be wrong with hog jowls, Rocky Mountain oysters or mud-cat could be handily purged by the human digestive system. 

 

 



 


Matthew 15:10-18 Then Jesus called to the crowds and said, “Listen to what I say and try to understand: You aren’t made unholy by eating non-kosher food! It is what you say and think than makes you unclean.”

 


Then the disciples came and told him, “You offended the Pharisees by that remark.”

 


Jesus replied, “Every plant not planted by my Father shall be rooted up, so ignore them. They are blind guides leading the blind, and both will fall into a ditch.”

 


Then Peter asked Jesus to explain what he meant when he said that people are not defiled by non-kosher food.

 

 “Don’t you understand?” Jesus asked him. “Don’t you see that anything you eat passes through the digestive tract and out again: but evil words come from an evil heart, and defile the man who says them. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Say, what? So the kosher food rules of the Old Testament are not
from God?
How interesting! Take a closer look at those remarkable verses. The very words of Jesus Christ clearly testify that all the words in the Bible are not, in fact, from God, and all the Laws of Moses are not divine. Tell me any other meaning you might attribute to, “Every plant not planted by my Father shall be rooted up.” He was referring directly to the laws associated with kosher food, “They are blind guides leading the blind.” I would have to say this pretty well annihilates McDowell’s premise for inerrancy, his well-meaning thesis that “every utterance in the Bible is from God.”
 


Our image of Jesus Christ is one of a gaunt man in a white robe, perfect in every way. We don’t envision a Rodney Dangerfield type in plaid pants and a Hawaiian shirt, one who rubbed elbows with seedy characters, ate, drank and reveled like a college freshman. So what does the Bible say? Again there are very few descriptive details, but one thing is sure—Jesus Christ loved dinner parties, the bigger the better with plenty of vino. He had no use for tea-totaling and saw no good reason for “religious” fasting. So much for Lent!
 

 



 


Mark 2:18-19 John’s disciples and the Jewish leaders sometimes fasted, that is, went without food as part of their religion. One day some people came to Jesus and asked why his disciples didn’t do this too.

 


Jesus replied, “Do friends of the bridegroom refuse to eat at the wedding feast? Should they be sad while he is with them? . . . Besides going without food is part of the old way of doing things. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


John 2:1-10 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. . . . When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”

 

 “Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.”

 


His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

 


Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water;” so they filled them to the brim.

 


Then he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”

 


They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He didn’t realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. 


 

 



 


Now my Savior, Jesus Christ that is, didn’t fool around with the very first of all his miracles. He didn’t just turn that water into some cheap Boones Farm or Thunderbird. He turned it into the best wine in the land. I agree—if you’re going to do something, you may as well do it right.
 

 



 


Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guest have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” (New International Version)

 



 
 


There are many other verses which refer to Jesus drinking wine. At one point, the Son of God compared himself to John the Baptist, through the eyes of the Pharisees, and came very close to making a little joke. At the end of this passage, you can almost hear a chuckle.
 

 


 


Luke 7:29-34 And all those who heard John preach—even the most wicked of them—agreed that God’s requirements were right, and they were baptized by him. All, that is, except the Pharisees and teachers of Moses’ Law.

 

 “What can I say about such men?” Jesus asked. “With what shall I compare them? . . . For John the Baptist used to go without food and never took a drop of liquor all his life, and you said, ‘He must be crazy!’ But I eat my food and drink my wine, and you say, ‘What a glutton Jesus is! And he drinks! And has the lowest sort of friends.’” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Funny, I’ve never heard one single sermon on the drinking habits of Jesus Christ, but I’ve heard plenty condemning that “hellish demon alcohol.” You know something? I just realized what a bunch of pious religious freaks we Methodists really are. No doubt by reading his words, Jesus Christ not only appreciated a good wine, he even knew how to make it. Although we Methodists manage to get around to communion at least once a month, someone decided long ago it would be more virtuous to substitute Welch’s grape juice for the real thing. Here’s a news flash for my fellow Methodists—the wine Jesus offered as a symbol of his ultimate sacrifice was the real thing, fermented! He didn’t ask for us to remember him in the name of Welch’s.
 


I remember, from my teenage years, a story my sweet grandmother told me about the demon. Until her death at a very old age, Mama Twain was a true-blue, hard-nosed, Bible thumping Baptist, and alcohol in any form was considered Satan’s deadly brew. She also believed playing cards, dancing and make-up were tools of the devil. Somehow the conversation got around to teenage beer drinking. She told me in confidence that when she was a very young married lady, my grand-daddy talked her into drinking a beer at a company picnic. After gulping it down, she said she went crazy, ripped off all her clothes, ran through the crowd and jumped into the cow-pond. It was her one and only experience with alcohol in eighty plus years, and it was not a good one. She wanted me to know that nasty old beer would rattle your brain. I was so shocked, I almost choked on my hotdog. No way I could picture my sweet, little grandma doing such a thing. Well, there is a postscript to the story. I understand something good did come of her embarrassing swan-dive. For some undocumented reason, right after the “cow-pond caper of 1923,” my grandpa got a whopping big promotion down at the cotton gin. 

 


Wait a minute, how could drinking alcohol be a sin? Our Lord, Jesus Christ was sin free and he drank wine. Go back and look at the Ten Commandments and tell me which one says, “Thou shall not consume spirited libations.” God forbid, should we Methodists do exactly what Jesus asked us to do in remembrance of him. Of course, we tend to make up for it after we get home. Most Methodists I know aren’t bashful about breaking out the cocktails once church is out. Somewhere about 5:00 p.m. marks happy-hour for our denomination—please, pass the Fuzzy Navels. What a bunch of hypocrites we are. My son was right.
 


The Pharisees often tried to nail Jesus for healing, eating, drinking or traveling on the Sabbath. According to the Laws of Moses, it was forbidden to do anything but worship on that holy day. As usual, Jesus had his own views on the subject. The way I read his words, the Sabbath is nothing more than a hard working man’s day off, a day to relax and recuperate, a day to worship or watch football, whatever benefits you most. Funny, I don’t ever recall hearing that message in church either. I evoke the following verses often, every time I get an undeniable urge to go fishing on Sunday morning. Come to think of it, I’ve always felt closer to God drifting across peaceful waters at sunrise, than cramped in the pews of any church. 

 

 



 


Mark 2:24-28 Some of the Jewish religious leaders said to Jesus, “They shouldn’t be doing that! It is against our laws to work by harvesting grain on the Sabbath.”

 


But Jesus replied, “Didn’t you ever hear about the time King David and his companions were hungry and he went into the house of God—and they ate the special bread only priest were allowed to eat? That was against the laws too. But the Sabbath was made to benefit man, and not man to benefit the Sabbath. And I, the Messiah, have the authority to decide what men can do on Sabbath days!” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Every verse of Jesus acting out against Hebrew law makes it more difficult to grasp what he meant when he said, “Don’t misunderstand why I have come—it isn’t to cancel the laws of Moses. . . . No, I came to fulfill them.” How can that be? Outside the Ten Commandments, the teachings of Jesus Christ and the ministries of Peter, Paul and other apostles virtually destroyed the Laws of Moses. Paul covered this in his letter to the church in Rome when he defined the phrase, “born again Christian.”
 



 
 


Romans 7:1-6 Don’t you understand yet, dear Jewish brothers in Christ, that when a person dies the law no longer holds him in its power. . . . Your master used to be the Jewish law; but you “died,” as it were, with Christ on the cross. Then you came back to life again when Christ did, and you are a new person. . . . But now you no longer need to worry about Jewish laws and customs . . . and now you can really serve God; not in the old way, mechanically obeying a set of rules, but in the new way, with all of your hearts and minds. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


So, how can The Gospels of Jesus Christ be summarized? Matthew, Mark, Luke and John bring forth the good news of a New Covenant, the saving grace of the Son of God, a golden opportunity for every human being to win that lottery of the afterlife and enjoy eternal bliss. All you have to do is believe and repent. It’s a beautiful message, especially for those of us hardcore sinners who truly need a Savior.
 

 



 

Hey Twain, way to go! That wasn’t a bad job covering the Gospels. I never pictured you as a preacher. 

 



 
 


Thanks, but I’m only showing what the Bible says. I would never claim to have everything figured out. I’m still confused about the exclusivity of Christianity and the whole concept of the Holy Spirit. Could you shed some light for me? 

 



 
 

Have a little faith, will you Twain? I will not explain everything. Okay, listen carefully. Do you remember when you were a child, and you sucked your thumb and rubbed that soft little blanket with the satin edge on your face? 

 



 
 


Shucks . . . yeah, I guess I do remember that.
 



 
 

Well, that is one way to think of my Holy Spirit. If you truly believe in me and change your life accordingly, you will discover an unequaled sensation of serenity. And, it’s not a temporary feeling like you get from those other spirits, those you buy at the liquor store. It’s permanent, everlasting. If you will put your trust in me, I will give you more love than you can imagine and wrap you up in a cozy blanket of my Holy Spirit, forever.
 



 
 

Thank you God—thank you so much for loving us. I’ll work on that.
 

 



 

5. Human Words, Language, Speaking in Tongues
 



 
 

How careful should we be about what we say? Since the proliferation of screaming shock-shows on TV and constant pundit debates, the old expression, “Hold your tongue!” seems to have vanished. Would you like to know exactly how important are the words you speak in the course of your life? Here’s what Jesus had to say.
 



 
 


Matthew 12:37 “But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


Holy word-curse!
I’d better give this manuscript a quick reread. Of the 69,500 words in this book, I wonder how many are going to get me in trouble? That’ll give me something to think about at 2:00 a.m. Will any of my words fall into that unforgivable territory of speaking against the Holy Spirit? I certainly hope not! Pretty scary stuff. How does one manage to speak out against a spirit? Have you ever had occasion to laugh at those Pentecostals on TV who claim their ability to “speak in tongues” is a divine gift? They aren’t the only ones, you know. The apostle Paul also claimed the gift. 

 

 


 


1Corinthians 14:18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. (New International Version)

 

 


 


So what is this “tongues” business? The subject of “tongues” injects a serious level of convolution into the New Testament, all of which surrounds the Holy Spirit, and it makes me wonder if the Bible writers got it right. According to the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit entered the world with a roar on the Day of Pentecost only seven weeks after the death of Jesus. 

 



 
 


Acts 2:1-4 As the believers met together that day, suddenly there was a sound like the roaring of a mighty windstorm in the skies above them and it filled the house where they were meeting. Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on their heads. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in languages they didn’t know, for the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Say that again? Why would the Holy Spirit want those believers to talk in languages they did not
know? Read on.
 



 
 


Acts 2:7-12 “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “For these men are all from Galilee, and yet we hear them speaking all the native languages of the lands where we were born! Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, Ausia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, the Cyrene language areas of Libya, visitors from Rome—both Jews and Jewish converts—Cretans, and Arabians. And we all hear these men telling in our own languages about the mighty miracles of God!” (Living Bible)

 



 
 


Wow! Finally, after three-thousand years, the biblical treatment of human language came full circle. First, man invented speech and developed a common language. He used his vocabulary to design bricks and build a tower to the heavens. God became concerned with the progress of man. He destroyed Babel in fear of man’s unlimited abilities while communicating in one language. Then, Jehovah confused human languages and scattered people across the world. Jesus came to earth and said humans will live or die by their own words, then the Holy Spirit appeared and reintroduced the concept of a common language, one that everyone understands, speaking in “tongues” that is. Go figure? To add a little more confusion, in Zephaniah 3:9, the Lord says at the end of time, “I will change the speech of the peoples to a pure speech, that all of them may call on the name of the Lord and serve him with one accord.” 

 


Now the inerrancy crowd can’t have it both ways. Which is it? Is a universal language a good thing or a bad thing? Makes one wonder if all the Bible characters were working out of the same playbook. So now, how do you feel about those babbling televangelists who claim to be speaking in tongues? I have to admit, they make me laugh. If you guffaw in their direction, are you speaking out against the Holy Spirit? Yikes! Well don’t panic just yet. It may give you some comfort to know that if they were truly speaking in tongues, it wouldn’t sound so much like gibberish—you’d understand every word. The entire purpose of the Holy Spirit, clearly stated in Acts, was to insure believers and nonbelievers from every dialect would understand every word of the testimonies uttered. Read it again, “And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in languages they did not know, for the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.” “And we all hear these men telling in our own languages about the mighty miracles of God!” Everyone seems to forget that last line when it comes to the subject of speaking in “tongues.” 

 


Even Paul, the leader of the Christian movement, appears confused on the issue. Paul taught that the ability to prophesy and speak in “tongues” were gifts from the Holy Spirit. Then he turned right around and said speaking in “tongues” was of little benefit to the church because no one understood all the crazy babble. 

 

 


 


1Corinthians 14:2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit. (New International Version)

 

 



 


1Corinthians 14:23-24 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind. (New International Version)

 

 


 


There’s a good one. Yeah, I agree, “out of your mind” pretty well covers it. Luke, the author of the book of Acts, didn’t say the men of Pentecost were speaking gobbledy-gook. He said they were speaking in the languages of all those present, so everyone there could understand. It appears the Holy Spirit continues to be misrepresented on the issue of “tongues” to this very day. If someone claims to be speaking in tongues, and you don’t understand every word, ask for an explanation of Acts 2:7-12.
 


The Pentecostal story is followed by what I’d have to say is very rare piece of New Testament humor, one of those most extraordinary jewels in the Sahara.
 



 
 


Acts 2:12-21 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other. 


 


But others in the crowd were mocking. “They’re drunk, that’s all!” they said.

 


Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven apostles, and shouted to the crowd, “Listen, all of you, visitors and residents of Jerusalem alike! Some of you are saying these men are drunk! It isn’t true! It’s much too early for that! People don’t get drunk by 9 A.M.! 


 

 



 


Sweet intoxication! Wow, all that action and it was only nine in the morning? There you go, absolute scriptural proof of the miracle of Pentecost. By the way, I wonder exactly what time good Christians did get drunk back in those days, somewhere around 10:30?
 


Peter continues.
 

 



 


No! What you see this morning was predicted centuries ago by the prophet Joel—‘In the last days,’ God said, ‘I will pour out my Holy Spirit on all mankind, and your sons and daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men dream dreams. . . . And I will cause strange demonstrations in the heavens and on the earth—blood and fire and clouds of smoke; the sun shall turn black and the moon blood-red before that awesome Day the Lord arrives. But anyone who asks for mercy from the Lord shall have it and shall be saved.’” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


The last line is encouraging. Faced with an asteroidal bombardment of the earth, I’d like anyone who’d refuse to ask for mercy to please raise your right hand. Is your hand up? By the way, this verse shows that believers were convinced the resurrection of Christ and the appearance of the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost marked the final curtain. They truly believed they would see, with their own eyes, the “last day,” the second coming, the end of the earth, Armageddon and Judgment Day. 

 

 



 

6. Women of the New Testament
 

 



 

Both New and Old Testaments share one obvious characteristic, total and absolute male domination. I often speculate what would’ve happened had God decided to send his Daughter down to earth instead of his Son. I expect a young woman with the healing power of Jesus Christ would’ve been considered a sorceress and burned at the stake straight away. Can you image how long a woman would’ve survived in those days after she “walked on water?” But that isn’t to say the Old and New Testaments treat women the same. No way! Apparently, women’s lib didn’t emerge in the 1970’s. It started way back there, about two-thousand years ago. 

 


The old song says, “Diamonds are a girl’s best friend,” but it’s not true. The best friend of the female gender is Jesus Christ. Thanks to him, the New Testament hums a much sweeter tune toward women. In the Old Testament, we found no real distinction between females and slaves. For the first time, in the New Testament, the concept of sexual equality comes to light in the written Word. When answering questions about divorce (Matthew19:4-6), Jesus first instigated the precept of sexual parity. “God created man and woman, and that a man should leave his father and mother, and be forever united to his wife. The two shall become one—no longer two, but one!” Where Moses invented the concept of divorce by e-mail, Jesus firmly opposed it. Not only that, Jesus also made a special point to single out women to heal, to exorcise, to forgive and to socialize. Because of the way the Bible was written, most people don’t realize that women were a big part of his ministry.
 

 


 


Matthew 9:18-25 While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, “My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 


 

 



 


In Old Testament jargon, Jesus would’ve most likely answered, “Aaah, too bad, a daughter you say? Sorry, can’t you see I’m busy. I’m in the middle of dessert. Besides, I don’t have time to go around raising females.” But that’s not what happened at all. Jesus was enjoying a pleasant dinner at Matthew’s house when he was interrupted. Like many a physician called in the middle of a meal with friends, Jesus put down his fork and ran to the rescue:
 

 



 


Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples. . . .

 


When Jesus entered the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep.” . . . After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. (New International Version)

 

 



 


All through the Gospels, Jesus Christ consistently shows a soft spot for women and children. According to the Bible, he came to the rescue of several prostitutes and possessed females. Under the laws of Moses, they would have been stoned for adultery or executed for sorcery. 

 

 


 


Luke 7:36-48 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. . . . 


 


Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. . . . 


 


Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


The woman who wiped the feet of Jesus with her tears was Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus. Mary, Martha and Lazarus provided a safe-house where Jesus often stayed, and he considered them his closest friends. Later in the Bible chronicle, you might remember Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.
 


Of course, we can’t ignore that biblical account almost everyone knows about, the prostitute caught in the act of adultery. This story so touches the human heart, it’s been used throughout the ages by both believers and nonbelievers to decry the sin of “judgment.” As you read this passage, look for the symbolism in the body language of Jesus. The author apparently felt it had great significance. 

 

 



 


John 8:3-11 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They . . . said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. The Law of Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?”

 


But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “If any one of you is without sin, let him be first to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

 


At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until Jesus was the only one left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

 

 “No one, sir,” she said.

 

 “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


Jesus not only made the effort to rescue and heal such women, he also relied on the support of a group of females throughout the course of his ministry. He wasn’t just walking around with his disciples, as most people think,—he had a whole pack of ladies in tow. Had the authors of the Bible been a little less macho, I expect there would’ve been many biblical stories about the female members of the entourage. Although no women were recognized as official disciples, they played a major role in the ministry and in the organization of early Christian churches. 

 



 
 


Luke 8:1-3 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means. (New International Version) 


 

 



 


Of all the women who followed Jesus, the most intriguing is Mary Magdalene. She is commonly thought of as a beautiful prostitute, but there’s no support for that in the Bible. Books like Bloodline of the Holy Grail by Gardner, claim Mary was purposefully cast as a prostitute by early canonizers to diminish the influence of women in the Good Book. There are several references to Mary Magdalene in the New Testament, and many people have assumed she had a very special relationship with Jesus. As we have seen, some ancient writings, those left out of the Bible, go so far as to imply they were married. In any case, by reading the New Testament, there can be no doubt how Mary Magdalene felt about her Lord. She’s specifically identified as one of the women in the entourage, and she was present at the crucifixion and at the burial tomb. 

 


So the more intriguing question is this—how did the human male, Jesus Christ, feel about the human female, Mary Magdalene? Were they married, lovers or just close friends? To investigate this mystery, the reader is once again forced to read between the lines. Here’s your only clue. Of all his beloved disciples, whom do you think Jesus would select to announce his miraculous resurrection, the greatest news story of all time? Peter? James? Matthew? Who would have the honor of seeing the resurrected Jesus Christ before any other human and proclaiming the good news? Just as any Hollywood scriptwriter would’ve penned a tragic love story, after his cruel death, Jesus first showed himself to Mary Magdalene, alone, in a garden, for one brief moment of quietude. You just have to assume by this account, Jesus sought to say a heartfelt and intimate goodbye to this very special, young lady, before leaving the planet for millennia. Although the words of Jesus are written with cool disregard, the imagery reflects two people in love.
 



 
 


Mark 15:37-41 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. . . .

 


Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James . . . and Salome. In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there. (New International Version)

 

 



 


By the way, one should notice from these accounts the “loyal and brave,” male disciples of Jesus Christ were nowhere to be found during the crucifixion. Only his female followers had the courage to stand by his side in those last, agonizing moments of life. Apparently some disciples did come around to the burial tomb.
 

 



 


John 20:10-18 Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.

 


They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

 

 “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.

 

 “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

 


Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”

 


Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 


 


She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).

 


Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”

 


Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” (New International Version)

 

 



 


Even though women gained a new sense of respectability through the ministry of Jesus Christ, it took the typical human male a little longer to come around. The apostle Paul, the foremost leader of the Christian movement, had some very interesting things to say about the female gender. This passage, one which you’ll never hear in church, gives a clear picture of how Paul felt.
 

 



 


1Corinthians 14:34-35 Women should be silent during the church meetings. They are not to take part in the discussion, for they are subordinate to men as the Scriptures also declare. If they have any questions to ask, let them ask their husbands at home, for it is improper for women to express their opinions in church meetings. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Now there’s a man with guts! We need to put this guy on the Man Show. There are two sure things you can deduce from this writing: (1) Paul was not married, and (2) Women of the time did not read. He said more, 

 

 



 


1Corinthians 11:3-10 But there is one matter I want to remind you about: that a wife is responsible to her husband, her husband is responsible to Christ, and Christ is responsible to God. . . . 


 


God’s glory is man made in his image, and man’s glory is the woman. The first man didn’t come from woman, but the first woman came out of man. And Adam, the first man, was not made for Eve’s benefit, but Eve was made for Adam. So a woman should wear a covering on her head as a sign that she is under man’s authority, a fact for all the angels to notice and rejoice in. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Holy machismo! Now I know why my wife refuses to wear hats. There you go. Once and for all, that should nail down the issue of male pre-eminence. What do you say, ladies? We now have biblical proof in the New Testament—men should make more money, and only men should have the vote. Ha! Guess I’ll have to rethink my position on inerrancy. It also says something about women who want to be priests or pastors. I think I’ll show this verse to the female pastor at our church. Since she leans toward the evangelical, I’d love to hear her wiggle out of this one. Maybe I can get her to preach a sermon on why women should forever be “under man’s authority,” or why females should “be silent in church meetings.”
 


In the following verses, we discover exactly what Paul had against women. If you think about it, it all sounds perfectly logical.
 

 


 


1Timothy 2:9-15 Christian women should be noticed for being kind and good, not for the way they fix their hair or because of their jewels or fancy clothes. Women should listen and learn quietly and humbly.

 


I never let women teach men or lord it over them. Let them be silent in your church meetings. Why? Because God made Adam first, and afterwards he made Eve. And it was not Adam who was fooled by Satan, but Eve, and sin was the result. So God sent pain and suffering to women when their children are born, but he will save their souls if they trust in him, living quiet, good and loving lives. (Living Bible)

 

 


 


Holy testosterone! And, I thought it was unfair for the son to suffer for the father’s sin. According to Paul, the founder of the Christian church, women ad infinitum are guilty by gender and should continue to be punished for that very first sin of Eve. By the way, don’t you recall Adam taking a big fat bite of that forbidden fruit? Didn’t he know the rules?
 


Female sexuality is not discussed much in the Holy Bible. For example, out of all the talk about sex in ancient Scripture, I found no references to gay women. However, in the New Testament, although homosexuality is still considered a great sin, finally, both men and women were equally cited for gay potential. 

 

 




 


Romans 1:21-27 And after a while they began to think up silly ideas of what God was like and what he wanted them to do. And then instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they took wood and stone and made idols for themselves. . . . 


 


So God let them go ahead into every sort of sex sin, and do whatever they wanted to—yes, vile and sinful things with each other’s bodies. . . . 


 


That is why God let go of them and let them do all these evil things, so that even their women turned against God’s natural plan for them and indulged in sex sin with each other. And the men, instead of having a normal sexual relationship with women, burned with lust for each other, men doing shameful things with other men. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Romans 2:1 “Well,” you may be saying, “what terrible people you have been talking about!” But wait a minute! . . . you do these very same things. (Living Bible)

 

 


 


After the resurrection of Jesus Christ, early Christian converts believed the Savior would soon return, and the world would end within their lifetime. As a result, many considered reordering everything about their lives. In a letter, church members asked Paul whether or not they should continue to marry. Would you believe he said, “No?”
 

 


 


1Corinthians 7:1-9 Now about those questions you asked me in your last letter, my answer is that if you do not marry it is good. 


 


I wish that everyone could get along without marrying, just as I do. But we are all different. . . . So I say to those that aren’t married, and to widows—better to stay unmarried if you can, just as I am. But if you can’t control yourselves, go ahead and marry. It is better to marry than burn with lust. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


1Corinthians7:26-28 We Christians are facing great dangers to our lives at present. In times like these I think it is better for a person to remain unmarried. . . . Marriage will bring extra problems that I wish you didn’t have to face right now.

 


The important thing to remember is that our remaining time is very short . . . for the world in its present form will soon be gone.

 


An unmarried man can spend his time doing the Lord’s work and thinking how to please him. But a married man . . . has to think . . . how to please his wife. (Living Bible)

 

 


 


Ain’t that the truth! And a big job it is! Can you imagine what would’ve happened to Christianity had we faithfully followed Paul’s advice for the ensuing two-thousand years? Face it. There would be no one left to raise at the Rapture! Do you know what Jesus said about marriage in heaven? I found it confusing and quite disappointing. I had always envisioned reuniting with my wife and loved ones. According to the Bible, it looks like you can kiss your spouse goodbye when you meet your Maker.
 

 


 


Matthew 22:29-30 Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


The good news for women in the New Testament is this—the Son of God did his very best to set the record straight—women are no less valued or loved by God than men. Even Paul finally had to admit the true equality of the sexes in Christ Jesus.
 

 


 


Galatians 3:26-28 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (New International Version)

 

 


 


Although those who wrote the Old and New Testaments obviously sold the female gender short, Jesus went out of his way to include women in his ministry and to acknowledge their equal value as human beings. Without any doubt, the saving grace offered in the new covenant applies equally to every human, the righteous and the sinful, Jew and Gentile, man and woman.
 



 
 

7. Circumcision and the New Covenant
 



 
 

Remember when I said the Bible is so powerful it can even affect the lives of atheists? Circumcision is a good example of this. I would expect the vast majority of male nonbelievers in this country have been circumcised. Since circumcision still has a major influence today, one can assume it remained a big deal at the time of Christ. However, since the Christian church was moving away from Judaism, toward the uncircumcised, there was a lot of discussion in the New Testament on this topic. Religious decorum was in a state of flux, and your typical man on the street was left scratching his head. Should Gentile Christians suffer the covenant of Abraham and sacrifice the frenulum? What about Jews converting to Christianity—a foreskin transplant? 

 


Here’s a shocker—the Bible says both John the Baptist and Jesus Christ were sexually slashed. What? No way! The Son of God, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ was mutilated? Could that be true? Well, like I said before, Jesus was human in every way. Just like every other Jewish male, Jesus was circumcised. Of course, he was only a baby at the time and not very well positioned to argue. On the other hand, I expect he healed up rather quickly. 

 


Now, let’s ponder that one for a moment. How would you like to be the rabbi assigned to amputate the foreskin from the living Son of God? I can just hear the owner of that stable on the telephone, “Uhhh, Dr. Goldstein, we’ve got a little problem over here. There’s a baby in our manger. . . . Well, yeah, but there was no room. . . . You see this little guy’s a Jew, one week old today. . . . Yeah, he’s cute as a button but cries a lot. I’m not getting much sleep. I know they don’t have any cash, but somebody’s got to circumcise this kid, or all hell’s going to break loose. . . . So sorry, I forgot to tell you the big news. This isn’t just any baby, he’s the Messiah! . . . Dr. Goldstein . . . Dr Goldstein, are you still there? . . . Yeah, that’s what I said. You wouldn’t believe all the people who’ve been by here, and they all testify to the same thing.
Not only that, he’s got a cute little halo right over his head. By the way, are you sure it’s okay to mutilate the Son of God? . . . How would I
know, you’re the rabbi? I figured you’d know where to look it up. . . . I’d suggest you get over here bright and early and bring your stuff. You’d better be careful with this one though and lay off that holy wine, will you? Not like that last kid. . . . Oh, you have no official recollection? Well, let me refresh your memory—you turned him into a
eunuch! . . . Good, I’ll tell this little girl, Mary. May the Lord God give you a steady hand.”
 


Wasn’t Jesus still in Bethlehem eight days after his birth, wrapped in the manger? I guess someone left this gory little detail out of the Christmas story. Let’s see, there were the shepherds, the angels, the wise men and a chubby little Mohel
named Goldstein armed with a pillow and a paring knife. Yikes!
 



 
 


Luke 2:21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus. (New International Version)

 

 



 


An even more interesting and somewhat bizarre story about the circumcision of Jesus Christ can be found in the Gnostic Gospels. Remember, those were the books excluded from the Holy Bible.
 

 


 


I Infancy 2:1-4 And when the time of his circumcision had come, namely, the eighth day, on which the law commanded the child to be circumcised, they circumcised him in a cave.

 


And the old Hebrew woman took the foreskin, and preserved it in an alabaster-box of old oil of spikenard. 


 


And she had a son who was a druggist, to whom she said, take heed thou sell not this alabaster-box of spikenard-ointment, although thou shouldest be offered three hundred pence for it.

 


Now this is that alabaster-box which Mary the sinner (sister of Lazarus) procured, and poured forth the ointment out of it upon the head and the feet of our Lord Jesus Christ, and wiped it off with the hairs of her head.

 

 



 


Would you be willing to nibble on a little more puzzlement? By his own biblical words, Jesus seemed to agree that circumcision was the right thing to do.
 

 



 


John 7:21-23 “But you work on the Sabbath, too, whenever you obey Moses’ law of circumcision; actually, however, this tradition of circumcision is older than the Mosaic law; for if the correct time for circumcising your children falls on the Sabbath, you go ahead and do it, as you should.” (Living Bible)

 



 
 


But the apostles who launched Christianity had a very different perspective. They were having most of their success with non-Jews, and Gentiles weren’t too keen on the idea. Their logical minds told them circumcision had little or nothing to do with the saving grace of Jesus Christ. In the end, the apostles decided circumcision would have to go. 

 

 



 


Romans 2:28-29 For you are not real Jews just because you were born of Jewish parents or because you have gone through the Jewish initiation ceremony of circumcision. No a real Jew is anyone whose heart is right with God. For God is not looking for those who cut their bodies in actual body circumcision, but he is looking for those with changed hearts and minds. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


1Corinthians 7:17-19 This is my rule for all the churches . . . 


 


For instance a man who has already gone through a Jewish ceremony of circumcision before he became a Christian shouldn’t worry about it, and if he hasn’t been circumcised, he shouldn’t do it now. For it doesn’t make any difference at all whether a Christian has gone through this ceremony or not. But it makes a lot of difference whether he is pleasing God. (Living Bible)

 



 
 

Paul makes his case even stronger in Galatians.
 

 



 


Galatians 5:2-6 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law . . . For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. (New International Version)

 



 
 


After so many pages, milking this dicey little Bible topic for all it’s worth, I’ll close the book on circumcision. Here’s the essence of my profound conclusion on the subject—if circumcision was good enough for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, then it’s good enough for me!
 



 
 

8. The Dark Secret of Melchizedek
 



 
 

There’s one biblical character I’ll bet you’ve never heard of, in church or anywhere else. His name was Melchizedek. Don’t ask me to pronounce it, I can barely read it. Let’s just call him “Mel” for short. There’s a reason you haven’t heard of him. His very existence in the Bible lays a dark shadow over the argument for inerrancy. This moniker appears in both Old and New Testaments and opens a Pandora’s Box full of enigma. The Bible offers up many classes of characters—angels, gods, spirits, giants, serpents, priests, beasts, prophets, idols and even a few regular folks. Sometimes it gets kind of hard to sort them all out. 

 


At the time of Abraham, there was a High Priest, Melchizedek, a being who stood above all. On a spiritual scale he was said to be even higher than Aaron, the very first priest appointed by God. As a matter of fact, the Bible says our buddy Mel was an immortal of the highest order. No I’m not talking about the Gnostic Gospels or any of those other books, I’m talking about the Holy Bible. In the book of Hebrews, a few thousand years later, Christ was compared to the very same Mel by Jewish Bible writers. Or maybe I should say, Jesus was placed by God “at the same rank as Melchizedek.” 

 


Huuuh?
What was that again? I thought Jesus Christ was the one and only child of God Almighty. Why would Jesus be compared to a priest? And exactly who is this Mel fellow? Are Jesus and Mel one and the same? Did Christ make an early appearance at the time of Abra-ham? At the very least, the book of Hebrews generates more questions than answers. It was written around 68 AD by unknown authors in the form of a letter sent to early Christians, a Gospel lesson about Jesus Christ. Here are some samples.
 

 



 


Hebrews 2:5-8 And the future world we are talking about will not be controlled by angels. No, for in the book of Psalms David says to God, “What is mere man that you are so concerned about him? And who is this Son of Man you honor so highly? For though you made him lower than the angels for a little while, now you have crowned him with glory and honor. And you have put him in complete charge of everything there is.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 

 “Son of Man,” used by the Old Testament character, David, is a title given to Jesus by many New Testament writers. Was there actually a time when Jesus Christ was lower than the angels? What did David know about Jesus, a thousand years before he appeared on earth? The author of the book of Hebrews goes on to explain why Jesus died.
 

 


 


Hebrews 2:14-18 Since we, God’s children, are human beings—men of flesh and blood—he became flesh and blood too by being born in human form; for only as a human being could he die and in dying break the power of the devil who had the power of death. . . . We all know he did not come as an angel but as a human being—yes, a Jew. And it was necessary for Jesus to be like us, his brothers, so that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. (Living Bible)

 

 


 


So why does the author suddenly refer to the Son of God, as a High Priest? Was this representation used to illustrate that Jesus was sent to care for God’s chosen people? A note in the Adventure Bible (New International Version) explains that these verses indicate Jesus is like Melchizedek, because he is a true priest even though he is not a descendent of Aaron. Well, that sure clears it up!
 



 
 


Hebrews 5:4-6 This is why Christ did not elect himself to the honor of being High Priest; no, he was chosen by God. God said to him, “My Son, today I have honored you.” And another time God said to him, “You have been chosen to be a priest forever, with the same rank as Melchizedek.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Hold it right there, bub! That’s my Savior you’re talking about. The same rank as a High Priest? If you think this may have just been a slip of the quill, the author keeps repeating it over and over.
 

 



 


Hebrews 5:10 For remember that God has chosen him to be a High Priest with the same rank as Melchizedek. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Hebrews 6:19-20 This certain hope for being saved is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls, connecting us with God himself behind the sacred curtains of heaven, where Christ has gone ahead to plead for us from his position as our High Priest, with the honor and rank of Melchizedek. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Apparently the writer finally realized his audience, early Christians and mostly Gentiles, didn’t have a clue as to the identity of this Jewish fellow, Mel. A brief explanation was then offered.
 

 



 


Hebrews 7:1-3 This Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem, and also a priest of the Most High God. When Abraham was returning home after winning a great battle against many kings, Melchizedek met him and blessed him; then Abraham took a tenth of all he had won in battle and gave it to Melchizedek.

 


Melchizedek’s name means “Justice,” so he is the King of Justice; and he is also the King of Peace because of the name of his city, Salem, which means “Peace.” Melchizedek had no father or mother and there is no record of any of his ancestors. He was never born and he never died but his life is like that of the Son of God—a priest forever. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Now this anonymous narrative just keeps getting more and more bizarre. What did it say? He wasn’t born and he didn’t die, no parents at all, and he remains a priest forever. Okay, then where is he? If the Bible is truly inerrant, shouldn’t Mel still be around? Maybe he’s retired in Florida. This description sounds a lot like Mel outranks Jesus Christ. Even Christ was born, died and had at least one biological parent. But Mel was said to be an immortal living among men? No, he wasn’t an angel or a spirit, the Bible says he was an immortal-male-priest. In all the works of the Bible, no other character is given such esteem. So then, why wasn’t there a lot more written about Mel? Why don’t we talk about him in church? Shouldn’t this be front-page news? Sounds like Mel should have his very own Testament. The Living Bible translators address the mystery with a footnote.
 

 


 


No one can be sure whether this means that Melchizedek was Christ appearing to Abraham in human form, or simply that there is no record of who Melchizedek’s father or mother were, no record of his birth or death.

 

 



 


How could Mel be Christ if an “inerrant” Bible compares the two, clearly separate characters? Again, I think such explanations loom toward pious dishonesty. “No record of his birth or death?” Tell me what the Living Bible folks found unclear about the following words written thousands of years after Mel’s debut.
 

 


 


Hebrews 7:8 The Jewish priests, though mortal, received tithes; but we are told that Melchizedek lives on. (Living Bible)

 



 
 


So is it possible that a Jewish High Priest at the time of Abraham was really immortal? And if so, shouldn’t our more fundamental Bible scholars be filing a missing persons report? Maybe he’s the guy who wrote that famous T-shirt,
 

 


 

Old Priests Never Die,
 

They Just Smell That Way.
 



 
 


With Mel around since the time of Abraham protecting the Jews, why was it even necessary to send Jesus Christ to the rescue? The author of Hebrews ponders this very same question.
 



 
 


Hebrews 7:11 If the Jewish priests and their laws had been able to save us, why then did God need to send Christ as a priest with the rank of Melchizedek, instead of sending someone with the rank of Aaron? (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Hebrews 7:15-17 So we can plainly see that God’s method changed, for Christ, the new High Priest who came with the rank of Melchizedek, did not become priest by meeting the old requirement of belonging to the tribe of Levi, but on the basis of power flowing from a life that can not end. And the Psalmist points this out when he says of Christ, “You are a priest forever with the rank of Melchizedek.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


A quick look back in the Old Testament shows Melchizedek was mentioned both in Genesis and Psalms.
 

 



 


Psalms 110:2-4 The Lord will extend you a mighty scepter from Zion; you will rule in the midst of your enemies. . . . The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” (New International Version)

 



 
 

Now we go all the way back to Genesis at the time of Abraham.
 



 
 


Genesis 14:17-20 As Abram returned from his strike . . . the king of Sodom came out to meet him, and Melchizedek, the king of Salem (Jerusalem) who was a priest of the God of Highest Heaven, brought him bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram. . . . Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all the spoils. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


There are several theories about Mel, and like many other biblical anomalies which can’t be explained, his immortality remains a great mystery and a serious challenge to inerrancy. 

 

 


 


God, are you still with me?
 



 
 

Yes, my son. What’s the problem now?
 



 
 


Can you clear this one up? Who was this Melchizedek fellow? Why is he compared to Jesus? Was he really immortal? What do they mean the same rank as Melchizedek, no father and no mother? 

 



 
 

Whoa! Ease up there son! Take in a deep breath, slowly in and out. Melchizedek was an exceptional priest, my personal emissary. He lived a long, long time and did many fine works.
 



 
 

Yeah, I gathered that, but the Bible says he never died.


 



 
 

So? You still don’t get it do you, Twain? Don’t you understand every human has the opportunity to live on. Boy, you have such a short memory. Don’t forget son, believe and repent.
 



 
 

Okay, but what about the references in Psalms and Hebrews? They say
Melchizedek had no father or mother, he was never born, a priest forever.
 



 
 

The author of Hebrews was simply trying to say Jesus Christ lives forever. Writers of the time were famous for using the name Melchizedek as a metaphor for immortality. It’s kind of like that expression you have, “old as Methuselah.” When you say that, do you really mean someone is 969 years old, as it says in Genesis, or is it merely a figure of speech?
 



 
 


Thank you God.
 



 
 

Chapter 7.
 

The Revelation of Armageddon
 



 
 

THE LAST STOP, IN OUR New Testament journey, will be the book of Revelation. Let’s face it—foretelling the future is a lot more intriguing than looking back. There’s no single book in the Bible which has drawn more attention from media, writers and movie-makers than Revelation. At the same time, the text is so off-the-wall it’s almost never discussed in church and very few people know anything of it. The recent Left Behind series of novels, loosely based on Revelation, captivated the interest of millions of readers. Left Behind, the first book, begins on a Boeing 747 bound for Europe, when a flight attendant notices many of the passengers are missing, clothes neatly folded on their seats. The reader soon discovers some of the earth’s population has vanished, snatched up to heaven in the Rapture of Jesus Christ. Those poor souls Left Behind would have to deal with a holocaust beyond imagination, the bloodletting of Tribulation. The book of Revelation is not very funny, but it is so mystifying it’s hard to ignore and very entertaining in its own way.
 


Why is Revelation so fascinating? There’s not one single person who isn’t curious about the endgame. Whether it’s our own lives, the existence of the human race or that of the planet earth, most of us would like to be able to fast-forward and take a quick peek at the final scene. So, tell me, when will the earth meet its demise? Will it be an asteroid or a huge comet? Will the Sun run out of fuel and flare out to incinerate the planets as predicted in five-billion years? Will there be another mysterious BANG! imploding the entire cosmos? Will our planet be sucked into a black hole and vaporized? Or, will the earth live on for eons, long after humans disappear, a lonely and silent sentinel? There was a time when there were no people on this revolving mass—there may well be again. Will humans destroy themselves or will God decide, one more time, to wipe the slate clean? 

 


Terminal patients claim there’s real advantage to knowing the amount of time one has left. It surely would force us to take time to ponder the important questions of life, to do some soul searching, to set things straight with our Creator and to say goodbye to our friends. Knowing the time left on the clock would also give us pause to beg forgiveness for all the rotten things we’ve done. Apparently, this is what God had in mind when he delivered a vision of “Judgment Day” in grand form to the apostle John. Makes you wonder why this part of the Bible isn’t used more in churches today. Anyone, who could be convinced that Revelation is true, word for word, would run, not walk to the nearest church, cry for forgiveness and pray for the Rapture.
 


Shortly after Jesus Christ departed the scene, his disciples and their converts began looking for his return. Like some religious cults today, those early Christians thought the END was near, very, very near. Visions of a cataclysmic ending were common after the resurrection. Why were the first Christians so convinced time was short? The answer is not only captivating, it’s downright shocking—it was because Jesus Christ told them so! Here’s a brief summary of Revelation in Jesus’ own words.
 

 



 


Luke 21:7-28 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?”

 


He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.”

 


Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. . . . 


 

 “When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. . . . For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers . . . Jerusalem will be trampled on by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

 


There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things start to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” (New International Version)

 

 


 


Now here’s the kicker. By the actual English words we read in the Bible, Jesus said this would all transpire during the lifespan of those very same disciples. In other words, if you believe every word of the Bible, the world should have ended long, long ago. 

 

 



 


Luke 21:32 “I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.” (New International Version)

 

 


 


Holy Tribulation! Say that again? Then why are we still here? Sounds like another problem with semantics. Let’s check a couple more versions.
 

 



 


Luke 21:32 “Verily I say unto you, this generation will not pass away, till all be fulfilled.” (King James)

 

 



 


Luke 21:32 “Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away till all has taken place.” (Revised Standard)

 

 


 


Apparently the Living Bible translators were a little more alert here. They were clever enough to realize the problem with the text. So what did the inspired translators do? As we have seen before, the Living Bible people just rewrote the words to protect the innocent, a little religious editing. They weren’t about to accuse Jesus Christ of a falsehood. Just reverse the order of the sentence, replace the word “generation” with “age,” throw in the word “when” and Voila!—rah, rah, zip, boom, bah— the true word of the Living Bible God!
 

 


 


Luke 21:32 “I solemnly declare to you that when these things happen, the end of this age has come.” (Living Bible)

 

 



 


But don’t let those Living Bible folks fool you. If you read the rest of the words in context, you’ll find Jesus giving his disciples specific instructions on what they should do when the game-clock ticks down to zero, “When these things start to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Unless he meant stand up from the grave, all this supports the theory that Jesus sincerely thought the Tribulation would occur before the disciples died. So wait a minute, wouldn’t the Son of God know this? How come this tacky little issue never comes up in church? Did the end come already and we missed it? Are we in some sort of limbo, or did the writers of the Bible misunderstand what Jesus said?
 


The apostles also talked about the Second Coming long after Jesus spoke those mysterious words. But, by the time they penned these verses, loyal Christians, who had spent a great deal of time watching the sky for fireworks, had already been disappointed for decades.
 

 


 


1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. (New International Version)

 

 


 


Several verses in Revelation say that we will have due warning of Armageddon. If the cataclysm had already occurred, I expect we should have known something about it. Jesus said before the earth shatters a false-Christ must make himself known. Could the antichrist be anyone we know? Hmmm? Let’s see. Do you know any major leader of our time who has worked to despoil the morality of millions, a truly evil one? I can think of a few good candidates.
 



 
 


2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in Gods temple, proclaiming himself to be God. (New International Version)

 

 


 


Holy antichrist!
The end is near! But seriously folks, some of the more zealous disciples like John and Peter were more than anxious. Those apostles went so far as to claim the antichrist had already come.
 



 
 


1 John 2:18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist was coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. (New International Version)

 

 



 


1 Peter 4:7 The end of all things is near. (New International Version)

 

 



 


The last hour? Let’s see, that was two-thousand years ago. So, in my view, one of the biggest mysteries in the New Testament is this—how could Peter, Paul, John and even Jesus Christ have been confused about the actual timing of THE END? 

 


If you plan to read the book of Revelation to answer all these difficult questions, good luck. As a matter of fact, this last book is so strange, it may very well warp your brain. For those who believe every word in the Bible is actual, literal truth, Revelation will pose a serious struggle. It goes on and on describing the most bizarre series of events like a Friday night horror movie, one that never ends. Revelation could be considered the biblical version of that acclaimed cult movie, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre. If you tend toward nightmares, you might want to skip this one altogether. 

 


Why should you care exactly when Christ returns? I think most of us have the notion we will die and instantly hop right onto that giant escalator bound for the Pearly Gates. After all, that’s what we learn in Sunday school. But, interestingly enough, that’s not what the Bible says. Text in Revelation claims the dead will be planted in the ground and stay there. We will not ascend until after the end of the world (Revelation 6:9-11, Revelation 20:4-5). Of course, that could be tomorrow or thousands or millions of years. The book of Revelation says the heavenly afterlife for all souls won’t begin until after the Rapture, when Christ returns to rescue his martyred followers, and then a thousand years after that. If you are one of millions who are comforted by believing your deceased loved-ones are flourishing in a heavenly house of gold, you might want to take some scissors and cut the book of Revelation out of your Bible. 

 

 



 


Revelation 6:9-11 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God. . . . They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood. Then each of them was given a white robe and they were told to wait a little longer.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


Revelation 20:4-5 And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. . . . They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. . . . The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Planting dead bodies underground and parking human souls in Hades wasn’t the sole view of the Bible. The idea is also found in other works written at the time of Christ. Flavius Josephus, a Pharisee and religious scholar who lived between the years 37 and 100 AD, gave a detailed explanation of Hades to the Greeks. Fascinating stuff!
 



 
 


For there is one descent into this region, . . . when those pass through that are conducted down by the angels appointed over their souls; they do not go the same way; but the just are guided to the right hand . . . unto a region of light . . . while they wait for that rest and eternal new life in heaven.

 

 



 


But as to the unjust, they are dragged by force to the left hand by the angels allotted for punishment, . . . into the neighborhood of hell itself; . . . but when they have a nearer view of this spectacle; as of a terrible and exceeding great prospect of fire, they are struck with a fearful expectation of a future judgment.

 

 



 


This is the discourse concerning Hades, wherein the souls of all men are confined until a proper season, which God hath determined, when he will make a resurrection of all men from the dead.

 

 



 


So, getting back to the Bible, who wrote the mysterious book of Armageddon and why? Revelation is said to have been written by the apostle John some sixty years after Christ was crucified. He had a vision of God and Jesus in heaven, and he wrote this book to tell his brothers and potential converts “what must soon take place,” because “the time is near.” I expect he also wrote it to scare a few backsliders into submission. 

 


There are two very peculiar numbers which recur in this text. The number 7 seems to have a positive tone, since there are seven spirits of God, seven churches, seven seals, seven trumpets and seven angels. To this day, 7 is considered lucky, and if you open a craps game in Las Vegas with a roll of 7, you win. Seven, come eleven, hallelujah,
praise the Lord! On the other side of the numerical spectrum, 666 has a negative slant. The Good Book tags this number as the one used to mark the foreheads of antichrist followers (Revelation 13:18). As you might imagine, 666 is popular among those who practice demonic worship. An outdated superstition you say? Just last year according to news reports, one religious group in New York refused to let the telephone company reassign their phone number prefix to 666.
 


The Bible says Jesus Christ in heaven spoke directly to John and gave him explicit instructions to write down every detail.
 

 


 


Revelation 1:19-20 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: ‘The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. (New International Version)

 

 


 


Because people are so fascinated with Revelations, I’ll take on the task to brief the entire nightmare. The actual book is a difficult read, but if you’d like a snapshot, just peruse the following pages. Reader discretion is advised, but if you love those scary movies; if you’d like to hear about a holocaust which makes Hitler look like a boy scout; if you want to understand the Rapture and the Tribulation; if you really want to see in advance the ending of all things; strap on your helmet and battle gear, light a candle and say a prayer. Let’s roll!
 


In John’s vision, Jesus Christ first dictates letters for each of the seven Christian churches in Asia Minor, those conveniently near the island where the apostle was held prisoner. Through this immaculate dictation, Christ in heaven is said to have given specific guidance, praise and/or condemnation to each church. These letters don’t seem to fit the “revelation” story, but I found them fascinating. Each one is briefly paraphrased from various translations of the Bible. Remember, this is Christ in heaven speaking directly to church members.
 



 
 

1. Church in Ephesus—praised in general but scolded for backsliding into sin. “If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand.”
 

2. Church in Smyrna—bolstered their courage to withstand Satan’s persecution. “Be faithful and I will give you the crown of life.”
 

3. Church in Pergamum—praised for fighting Satan but scolded for the few members who were of Balaam. “Repent therefore! I will soon come and fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”
 

4. Church in Thyatira—praised for love and faith but condemned for tolerating a false prophetess named Jezebel. “I will cast her on a bed of suffering. I will strike her children dead.”
 

5. Church in Sardis—praised the few faithful but scolded the majority. “Wake up! Strengthen what remains.”
 

6. Church in Philadelphia—praised for their loyalty to Christ. “Hold on to what you have. I am coming soon.”
 

7. Church in Laodicea—condemned for their lukewarm faith and their riches. “I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”
 

 


 


After this clerical detail, Revelation says God called John into heaven to see “what must take place.” John ascended into paradise and encountered a scene more boisterous than a Democratic Convention on a hot summer night. He found God on stage, sitting on a huge emerald throne surrounded by twenty-four lesser thrones of elders. In front of God were seven lamps, “the seven spirits of God.” Around God’s throne were some very unusual cheerleaders, four “living creatures” covered with eyes, front and back. These beasts resembled a lion, an ox, a man and a flying eagle. Each creature had six wings. 

 



 
 


They sang constantly,
 

 


 

“Holy, holy, holy
 

Is the Lord God Almighty,
 

Who was, and is, and is to come.”
 



 
 


The elders periodically fell to the ground in front of God saying,
 



 
 

“You are worthy, our Lord and God,
 

to receive glory and honor and power,
 

for you created all things,
 

and by your will they were created
 

and have their being.”
 



 
 


In the midst of this circus-like atmosphere, John noticed God holding a large scroll “with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals.” In this scroll there was a detailed accounting of earth’s doom. Then John saw Jesus, “a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain.” This was not exactly how you and I would picture Jesus in heaven. He must’ve been a pretty funny looking Lamb (Revelation 5:6), “He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.” Only the Lamb was worthy of opening the scroll. Tens of thousands of angels surrounded Jesus and sang his praise, while he proceeded to break the seals, one at a time, unfolding the great foretelling of Armageddon.
 


The following paraphrased excerpts are taken from Revelation, chapters 6 through 18.
 

 



 

Seal 1. A white horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror.
 

Seal 2. A fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to make men slay each other. To him was given a large sword.
 

Seal 3. A black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand (scales of justice).
 

Seal 4. A pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth.
 

Seal 5. I saw, under the altar, the souls of all those who had been slain because of the word of God. They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” They were told to wait a little longer.
 

Seal 6. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black and the whole moon turned blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to the earth. The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.
 

 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves. They called to the mountains, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of wrath has come, and who can stand?”
 

 



 


Before the real trouble started, God decided to rescue two groups, 144,000 loyal Jews (12,000 men from each of the twelve tribes of Israel) and millions of others, those faithful Christians who had proven loyal to Jesus Christ.
 

 



 


After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds. Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, waving the seal of the living God. He called out, “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we have put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” Then I heard the number of those that were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 

 

 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.
 

 



 


(The Rapture)

 

 



 


Then one of the elders said, “These are they who have come out of the tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore,
 



 
 

“Never again will they hunger;
 

never again will they thirst.
 

The sun will not beat upon them,
 

nor any scorching heat.
 

For the Lamb at the center of the
 

throne will be their shepherd;
 

he will lead them to springs of living water.
 

And God will wipe away every
 

tear from their eyes.”
 



 
 

Seal 7. And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets.
 

 Another angel who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and earthquakes. The seven angels with the seven trumpets prepared to sound them.
 

 



 


So, wouldn’t you expect those angelic trumpets to announce the triumphant return of Jesus Christ, beckoning the remaining earthlings to repent? No, they represented horrific cataclysms sent to kill millions of men, women and children, those failing to rise at the Rapture.
 

 


 

(The Tribulation)
 



 
 

Trumpet 1. There came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth. A third of the earth was burned up.
 

 



 


Okay, the body count gets a little confusing here, so let’s try to keep tally. The first trumpet destroyed one third of the earth and thereby, one third of its population. Dead = 1/3 of all people.
 


You’ve probably heard that Revelation accurately predicts a nuclear holocaust of immense proportions. Well, I’m not so sure about that, but I do believe these next four “trumpets” convey an eerie tone of scientific reality. They sound a great deal like giant meteors, comets or asteroids, colliding with our planet. Today, we know for a fact, it’s only a matter of time before such deadly events actually occur, just as they have in our ancient past. And when they do, there will be so much smoke and ash in the sky the sun and moon will be darkened for weeks, months and maybe even years. As you read, try to remember these lines were penned thousands of years before any such astronomical event could’ve been theorized, much less predicted by John. 

 

 



 

Trumpet 2.
Something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood, a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.
 

 



 

More killed.
 

 



 

Trumpet 3. A great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. A third of the water turned bitter and many people died.
 

 



 


A third of all sources of water fouled, and thereby, a third of the remaining population poisoned. Dead = 1/3 plus 1/3 of 2/3. Dead = 5/9 of all people.
 

 



 

Trumpet 4. A third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark.
 

Trumpet 5. I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened. And out of the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given power like the scorpions of the earth. They were told to harm only those people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads. They were not given the power to kill but only to torture for five months. During those days men will seek death but will not find it.
 

 The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come.
 

Trumpet 6. I heard a voice coming from the horns of the golden altar that is before God. And the four angels were released to kill a third of mankind. The number of the mounted troops was two hundred million. 
A third of mankind was killed by the three plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their mouths. The power of the horses was in their mouths and their tails; for their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury.
 

 



 


Let’s see now, that’s another third killed by plagues. Dead = 5/9 plus 1/3 of 4/9. That would be about 19/27 of all people slaughtered. Remember, John was a fisherman, so we shouldn’t expect him to be a mathematician. He claimed three times that one third had been killed, but he didn’t clarify whether he meant 1/3 of the total population or 1/3 of the residual. In any case, the answer should lie somewhere between 19/27 or 70% and 100%, most everyone dead, right? No, not yet, the Tribulation is only getting warmed up. Apparently a few hardy savages managed to survive. Now, let me ask you another question—if all this actually occurred, wouldn’t you think that every lucky survivor would be making tracks to the local house of worship to beg God for mercy? Well, the earthlings in John’s vision must’ve been slow learners, or maybe they were just stubborn like mule.
 

 



 

The rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands. They did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts.
 

Trumpet 7. There were loud voices in heaven, which said:
 

 


 

“The kingdom of the world has become
 


the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,
 

And he will reign for ever and ever.”
 



 
 


And the twenty-four elders fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying:
 



 
 

“The time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding
 

your servants, the prophets and your saints and those who
 

reverence your name, both small and great—and for
 

destroying those who destroy the earth.”
 



 
 


Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the Ark of his Covenant. And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great hail-storm.
 



 
 


So finally Judgment Day, right? No, even after all those terrifying scenes, another series of earth-ending visions were recorded by John. There was still some unfinished business. The antichrist had yet to come, and then Satan had to be thrown in the fire. 

 



 
 

1. A pregnant woman in the sky cried out in labor pains.

 


2. A dragon swept in front to devour her male birth-child.

 


3. The child was snatched up to the throne of God.

 


4. There was a great war in heaven—Michael and other angels fought the dragon.

 


5. The dragon was hurled down and unsuccessfully pursued the woman, making war against her offspring—those who obeyed God.

 


6. A beast with ten horns/seven heads came out of the sea.

 


7. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne.

 


8. The beast was given a mouth to blasphemy God’s name and he reigned in authority over every nation for forty-two months.

 



 



 


Holy reincarnation!
Exactly what did John mean here by “every nation?” Earlier verses said most everyone had already been killed. 

 

 



 


9.
Another beast came out of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb but spoke like a dragon.

 


10. This beast (the antichrist) did great miracles and deceived the people of earth.

 


11. The beast marked every human follower on the right hand or forehead with the number 666.

 


12. There was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, followed by the 144,000 faithful “who did not defile themselves with women.”

 

 



 


Holy Augusta Country Club! No women allowed in heaven? This line is very interesting in that it infers all the 144,000 to be saved from the Tribulation were Hebrew men.
 

 



 


13. Another angel flew through the air proclaiming the gospel to every nation, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come.”

 


14. A second angel followed and said, “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great.” (Code for Rome)

 


15. A third angel said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and receives the mark he will drink the wine of God’s fury tormented with burning sulfur.”

 


16. The Son of Man came down in a cloud and harvested the earth with his sickle.

 

 



 


Now, if you think the Tribulation is finally over, wrong again. Those resilient sinners who managed to squeak by the mighty trumpet attacks, but still refused to repent, would be tortured to an agonizing demise.
 

 



 


17. Seven angels delivered seven plagues, the last of God’s wrath.



 



 
 

Plague 1. Painful sores broke out on people with the mark of the beast.
 

Plague 2. The sea turned to blood and all sea creatures died.
 

Plague 3. All the rivers and springs turned to blood.
 

Plague 4. The sun was given power to scorch people with fire, but they did not repent.
 

Plague 5. The beast was destroyed, men gnawed their tongues in agony.
 

Plague 6. The Euphrates dried up and frog demons performed miracles and gathered all the kings of the world for battle on the great day of God Almighty. They gathered the kings to a place called Armageddon. 

 

Plague 7. A voice said, “It is done!” and there was an earthquake greater than any before, and the cities of the nations collapsed. Hundred pound hailstones fell on men, and they cursed God.
 

 



 


Wheeeew! Finally, everybody’s dead, right? Wrong! After all the humiliation laid on women through the Old and New Testaments, one would think Revelation might give the fairer sex a break. But that’s not the case. This last book gets in one more, huge girl-jab by singling out the most wicked image of womanhood. After all the ghastly metaphors of a horror carnival, one of the angels decided to take John to a sleazy, little sideshow of torture. No it wasn’t the fat lady with three legs, but it was female. 

 

 



 


Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. This was written on her forehead: THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES. I saw the woman was drunk with the blood of saints.
 


Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages. The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. For God has put it into their hearts.”
 

 



 


The fall of Rome is then described with great enthusiasm. But the endgame is not yet done. It seems to go, painfully, on and on. Some of the following references appear convoluted. If everyone had already been destroyed, it’s a mystery to me who would be left on earth to make up the “nations, kings and people” in the following passages. 

 

 


 


1. A rider on the white horse, named Word of God, led the armies of heaven with a sword in his mouth to strike down nations.

 


2. The beast, all kings and all people made war against the rider on the white horse, but the beast was captured and the rest were killed and birds gorged on their flesh.

 


3. The dragon, Satan that is, was bound and thrown into the Abyss and sealed up for one-thousand years. 


 


4. The souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony for Jesus, came back to life and reigned with Christ for one-thousand years in the first resurrection.

 


5. The rest of Christ’s people who were dead came back to life after the thousand years had ended. 


 


6. Satan was finally released after one-thousand years and went out to deceive the nations and gather them for war. They surrounded God’s people, but fire came down and devoured them.

 


7. Satan was thrown into a lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false profit had been thrown. They would be tormented day and night forever and ever.

 

 



 


Alas, the END is near. At this point everyone on earth is finally dead. Yahooo! The time has come for that long anticipated “Day of Judgment.” You will want to make sure your name and the names of your friends and family are recorded in the “book of life.” Here’s why.
 

 



 


8. All the dead earthlings stood in front of the throne for judgment and the book of life was opened. Each person was judged according to what he had done.

 


9. If anyone’s name was not in the book, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

 



 
 

Yikes!
 

 



 


10. The first heaven and earth passed away, and a new heaven and earth emerged.

 



 
 


Revelation 21:2-4 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God . . . and I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people. . . . He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death and mourning or crying or pain, for the old ruler of things has passed away. (New International Version)

 

 



 


So how many times have you wondered what heaven will be like? Revelation actually paints a brief picture. But don’t plan on spending your angelic days sunbathing on the beach or sleeping soundly through the night.
 



 
 


Revelation 21:22-27 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. (New International Version)

 



 
 


Well, that’s pretty much it, the entire saga of dread. How do you feel about all those dragons, frogs and locusts of torture? Do you believe all the amazing lexis in Revelation to be the inerrant word of God? I find the dark scenes painted by John awfully hard to swallow. Surely, the whole mess is one big metaphor for hell on earth for those hardened sinners who refuse to repent, those Left Behind at the Rapture. 

 


Just to wrap things up, here are a few snippets from the very end of the Bible. First Jesus gives his divine conclusion, punctuating the final lines of the Good Book.
 



 
 


Revelation 22:7-15 “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.”

 

 “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”

 

 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. Outside are dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.” 


 

 


 


Holy dachshund! So dogs do go to heaven, as far as its gates anyway. I always wondered about that. How about cats? Uh-oh, I wonder if these are those same “dogs” Jesus referred to in Matthew 15:26, Gentiles that is? 

 


In my view, the end of this passage casts a serious shadow of suspicion on the entire epic. Why? In this account, Jesus Christ suddenly refers to himself as the “Offspring of David.” 

 

 



 

 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” (New International Version)

 

 



 


One last enigma to ponder, another logical faux pas? “Offspring of David” is a title oft claimed for the Messiah by Hebrew writers. But if we look back at Luke, we see Jesus asking the Sadducees how they managed to come up with such a ridiculous idea.
 



 
 


Luke 20:41-44 Then he presented them with a question. “Why is it,” he asked, “that Christ, the Messiah, is said to be a descendant of King David? For David himself wrote in the book of Psalms: ‘God said to my Lord, the Messiah, “Sit at my right hand until I place your enemies beneath your feet.”’ How can the Messiah be both David’s son and David’s God at the same time?” (Living Bible) 


 

 



 


This “Son of David” claim originates in the Old Testament from one of those less than accurate prophecies.
 

 



 


Isaiah 9:7 He will rule with perfect fairness and justice from the throne of his father David. (Living Bible)

 

 



 


Which is it then, Son of David or Son of God? What level of integrity should we place on the literal words of this most bizarre book of the Bible? Well, at the end, John made a point to set each word and, therefore, the precise translation of each word, to the level of monumental. And woe be to anyone who doesn’t believe. Here lies a serious threat to every brave Greek fluent and all those other scholars who had the courage to translate Revelation.
 



 
 


Revelation 22:18  I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. (New International Version)

 



 
 


Holy curse of John! Those words are pretty clear and downright scary. After reading about the fiery holocaust of Revelation, my advice is to make darn sure you and yours are among those lucky individuals who ascend at the Rapture. And, oh, by the way, it wouldn’t hurt to keep a white robe and a few palm branches handy, just in case.
 

 


 


My God, my God, could all this future nightmare be true?
 



 
 

Read it and tremble, Twain, believe and repent. 

 



 
 


Come on, you mean every horrific detail of John’s account is accurate?
 



 
 

Okay, maybe John got a little carried away, like some other authors I know—hint, hint. He painted a vivid picture for his people, but he got enough of it right. Just make sure Luke Twain is not Left Behind.
 



 
 


But this story is so elaborate and creepy! What’s the deal with all those beasts and dragons and frogs and locusts and snakes and eyes and wings and such? Why wouldn’t you just blow the place up and be done with it?
 



 
 

Don’t worry, I will. Just be prepared. Remember, the end will be swift, and it will come “like a thief in the night.” 

 

 


 


Thank you so much, God, for caring.
 



 
 

Chapter 8.
 

Prayer of Twain
 



 
 

OKAY, TIME’S UP—this is it, the last chance to stake out a position. What do you think? Now that you’ve seen most of the alleged foibles from the Old and New Testaments, how do you feel? If you come from the evangelic side of the argument, do you still side with McDowell? Do you believe every word in Bible came from God? Well, John wasn’t the only scribe to claim divinity of his Bible writings. In 2 Timothy, Paul came right out and said all Scripture is “God-breathed.” Of course, Paul also said women should bow to their spousal lords, and good Christian slaves should serve their masters. At the time Paul claimed divinity for the Scriptures, the New Testament, as we know it, had not been written, and none of our English translations existed. Too bad he’s not here today. I’d love to ask him about the Living Bible. Here’s exactly what Paul said.
 



 
 


2 Timothy 3:16-17 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that men of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (New International Version)

 

 



 


Well then, after almost three years of concentrated study, what are my own final conclusions? First, let me repeat an earlier caution—Do
not
get too carried away with the oddities uncovered in this book. Everything we’ve discussed represents only a tiny sliver of Bible content. Although I can’t believe “all Scripture is God-breathed,” I do agree with Paul’s main point—the Good Book paves a brilliant path toward everlasting salvation, and it is “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” But, faith can only go so far, and many questions remain in my own mind. Is every word in the Holy Bible true? No, I don’t think so, but that’s not the point. Every story in the Bible teaches something true. Are there real mistakes in our English translations of the Scriptures? Sure, no doubt, but they’re easy enough to recognize and put in perspective. Is every word in the Holy Bible directly from God? Not a chance! The book was written, translated and assembled by well meaning men-folk, men with a limited understanding of their world, men who were culturally biased, men with a mission. I do believe the Bible authors did their very best, and some of their work was undoubtedly inspired. I also believe the entire Bible, in one way or another, reflects God’s true will and testifies to the very existence of our Creator. What more could anyone ask?
 


The bottom line is this—what I believe isn’t so important. It’s what you believe that matters! I pray that you have been properly challenged to wipe the dust off that old Bible someone gave you back in the third grade, turn to Genesis 1:1 and start reading. If you find it difficult trudging through King James, find a translation you’re comfortable with and get on with it. Read it slowly and carefully, and take some time to think it through as you go. I promise—you won’t be bored. Step into that mysterious time-machine and fly through millennia to an ancient world for a most fascinating exploration. While you’re at it, feel free to take every one of my findings to task. Read all those incredible stories and form your own conclusions. Fill up notebooks with passages which are meaningful to you and have your own little chit-chats with God. You will never find more wisdom in a single source. If you can get through the task, cover-to-cover, all the way to the end, your life will never be the same. 

 


For myself, after working many moons on this project, I have to admit, I’ve fallen in love with the Good Book. Many Bibles are now in my bookcase, two of which have no dust at all. As a matter of fact, their pages are darkened with sweaty fingerprints and crinkled from heavy use. I might even qualify for that esteemed title, “Bible Toter,” a pretty good accomplishment for a guy, who in fifty years never once cracked the book. I’ll never claim the Holy Bible to be perfect. There are just too many fingers in the pie, too many human words, too many translations and too much human bias for any reasonable person to expect absolute perfection. But even with all its juicy little flaws, I’ve come to believe the Scriptures, Old and New, are not only holy, they hold a sacred place in my own heart. When I think of all the people who died so I could read English translations of the Holy Bible, without apology, I thank God everyday for allowing us to have it, to hold it, to tote it, to thump it, to question it and to cherish this most fascinating cornerstone of our faith. I thank God Almighty for allowing us undeserving sinners to enjoy that forbidden fruit, The
Greatest Story Ever Told ! 

 

 
 


Our Father, who art in heaven, thank you for giving us the Holy Bible and all its revelations. Help us to understand its meaning, so that we may better serve you and all mankind.
 



 
 

You’re welcome. Speaking of service, where’s my joke?
 



 
 


Give me a break, God, my fingers are exhausted from all this typing.
 



 
 

Don’t mess with God!
 

 
 

Okay, okay, how’s this one? When you study Ezekiel 4:12-15
 and decide the Holy Father wants you to grill your baby-back-ribs on human-dung-briquettes, but you don’t mind, really, because you think it gives the meat a sweet flavor, YOU’LL KNOW YOU’RE A REDNECK !
 



 
 

Hoo-Hoo! Touché. By the way, good luck with your book.
 



 
 


Thank you, God. Sorry for all the stupid questions.
 

 


 

That’s alright. Don’t forget, son, believe and repent!
 

 


 


Yes Lord, but, when will I see you?
 



 
 

Soon enough, soon enough.
 



 
 


Thanks again, for EVERYTHING! 

 

 


 

 


 

Amen, and Amen!
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