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PREFACE

This fourth volume of The Dramatic Universe completes, albeit only

in the sense that the game stops when the referee blows his whistle, a
task that has been with me for nearly fifty years. The task grew out of
the conviction that nothing less than a total and consistent account of all
our experience will ever give us peace of mind. Since a total explanation
of an unlimited situation can never be achieved, the search for it must
be unending. Peace of mind is not to be sought in the static security of
an end-point reached, but rather in the dynamic satisfaction of knowing
that one is on the way and will not abandon the pursuit. To pause from
time to time in order to assess what has been accomplished is a necessary
part of any undertaking; especially of one that has no end. To publish
the results of such an assessment is hazardous for it suggests a claim to
finality that is wholly unjustified. The dynamism of the search is in-
consistent with the static character of the written word. This is painfully
obvious when the publication of a work aiming at an unified presentation
extends over many years. The Dramatic Universe is a quest for a total
solution: for forty years this quest has continued and it is inevitable

that discoveries made since the first volume appeared impose revisions
and corrections that cannot be inserted where they belong—in the
volumes already published. This has thrown some of the burden of
rectification upon the last volume. It has also prevented me from
including some results recently obtained, because their inclusion would
involve very extensive revisions of the earlier volumes that I hope I may
be spared to make one day.



In short, this is not a completed undertaking; nor would another ten
years of hard and productive work make it so. The world is infinitely
complex; and, even if some of the principles that govern its existence
are simple, others, by their very nature, are so complex that no human
mind could ever grasp them. One such principle—that of the uniqueness
of the individual self—is of direct concern to our undertaking and this

is one reason why attempts to construct simple and comprehensive
'Systems of the World' break down before the problem of explaining
man himself.

I believe that the uniqueness of the Individual self is not an accident;
but is inherent in the character of Will. Every will is a fragment of the
Total Will and as such must be unique. Now, in Vol. III, I connected
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the Individual Will with the Present Moment. All experience is con-
tained within the Present, so each separate will determines a Present
Moment that is unique. It follows that there must be as many 'Systems
of the World' as there are Individual Wills. By the principle that wills
coalesce to form Greater Present Moments, systems of explanation can
also coalesce; but they cannot be simplified, in the way that has been so
often attempted, by reducing them all to a common denominator. This
is why systems that start from universal principles alone, fail to give any
satisfactory account of individual experiences, especially of individual
wills. Pluralism of will is not inconsistent with a doctrine of evolution
towards Unity: one moreover, that is not merely the compresence of
many selves within a Great Self, but a coalescence of Wills that forms
a Greater Self. These notions are further developed in this volume,

and by their very nature, they must be incomplete.

Another factor that imposes incompleteness is the prodigious volume
of data, accumulating at an accelerated rate, in every branch of Natural
Science, in History and in the Social Sciences. Though the greater part
of this material has little relevance to the task of finding a total explana-
tion, it is not easy to tell without examining it whether a particular
discovery is significant or not. This kind of difficulty does not arise for
any specialized enquiry where the criterion of relevance is 'on the label’
as it were. New light on the history of the Mongolian conquests in the
thirteenth century may mean little to the biochemist who has made a
decisive step in elucidating the replication of a chromosome molecule;
but both discoveries may be very important for understanding the true
character of the historical process: the main theme of the present
volume.

The temerity of seeking for an explanation of all experience requires
that some account be given of the genesis of the undertaking. It arose
from the intense experiences that I shared with millions of others in the
First World War. The waste and horror of the war convinced most
young people that the static beliefs in which we had been nurtured were
no answer to the problem of human foolishness and ineptitude. In my
case, disillusion was tempered by my faith in natural science which,

at that time, seemed to offer hope of answering ultimate questions. I
could see clearly enough that the general belief that the laws of nature
were absolute and inviolable conflicted with the equally general, but
tacit, acceptance of human responsibility and hence of human free-will;
but I also believed that even this intractable problem would yield to
scientific research, and thought I knew where the solution would be
found. For some reason that I have never been able to discover, I had
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from early youth been devoted to Non-Euclidean Geometry. My
favourite reading in the trenches was Coolidge's Elements and I spent
most of my spare time in trying to acquire the power to visualize con-
structions not allowed in conventional space and time. In 1920, I found
what seemed to me the way to remove the incompatibility of free-will
and the laws of thermodynamics, by postulating a fifth dimension in



which change is possible without increase of entropy; that is, without
sacrifice of order. It was then that I conceived the plan of a great work
that would harmonize natural and moral science in a complete synthesis
of inner and outer experience.

When I returned to England in 1921, I tried to interest mathe-
maticians, including Sir Joseph Larmor and Professor Hobson, and
biologists, including J. B. S. Haldane, J. Huxley and T. H. Morgan,

in the undertaking, but soon realized that I had to do far more work
myself before I could hope to win the cooperation of scientists, who
were still looking for a solution in the conventional space-time world,
even as modified by Einstein and Planck. I was surprised to find so little
recognition of human ineptitude; the more so as I had, about that time,
met Gurdjieff and Ouspensky and had rapidly become convinced that
Gurdjieff was right in asserting that man is asleep and neither knows
himself nor what he does. I was, moreover, greatly impressed by evi-
dences of a Traditional Wisdom, that Gurdjieff claimed to have dis-
covered in Central Asia, whose custodians knew the secret of trans-
forming people from 'machines' into 'men'. Personal experiences, the
validity of which I could not doubt, had convinced me that there are
regions of experience inaccessible to the senses and the mental processes
of ordinary man. Though extraordinary insights might occur spon-
taneously and unpredictably to anyone, I accepted Gurdjieff's assertion
that what is really necessary is transformation of the entire nature and
that this is possible only by rightly conducted "Work upon Oneself.
Admitting that the techniques of transformation might have been known
in the past and might even yet be preserved in 'Schools of Wisdom', I
could see that they would stand little chance of being adopted and
applied in the modern world, unless the principles on which they are
based could be restated in terms acceptable to scientific thought of the
twentieth century. This gave a new turn to my own undertaking. I
realized that it would be of little interest to find a theoretical explanation
of our experience, if this very experience is itself inadequate and in-
complete owing to the lack of practical techniques for transforming it.

In this fourth volume, I shall start with the concept of the Present
Moment as the locus of all forms of thought and expression as well as all
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decisions and actions. The present moment is in a constant state of

flux. It changes in content and form, as well as in extent and duration,
under the influence of elements that enter it from different directions.

It is the scene of unending strife between order and disorder, between
freedom and determination, between evolution and degeneration. The
outcome of these conflicts is uncertain on the scale of our own experi-
ence; and, so far as we can tell, it is so upon the universal scale also. This
uncertainty gives the Universe its Dramatic character and it also makes
our own individual lives significant and purposeful.

It is hard, indeed impossible, to make sense of all the conflicts and
contradictions of our experience within the fixed framework of space
and time in which human speculations about Reality have been im-
prisoned for centuries. This brings us to one of the central themes of

this work: the hypothesis of a Six-Dimensional Universe with its three
time-like conditions that I have called Time, Eternity and Hyparxis.

The changing content of the present moment derives from sources of
three kinds. The influences of what we call 'past' and 'future' are but

one of these sources. Our present moment is such that it always discloses
its dependence upon what is 'not-present'. The 'not-present' must be

also a Greater Present within which our own present is contained to-
gether with those of all other centres of experience like ourselves. One
way of describing the state of 'total explanation' would be to call it the
vision of all time and all existence; thus bringing our task into line with
that of Plato's philosopher. Two of the differences between our approach
and that of Platonism and its derivatives are that the notion of the Pre-
sent Moment preserves both Individual and Universal significance,
while the properties of time, eternity and hyparxis make our scheme
through and through historical.



This is why this last volume is devoted to History. I examine the
principles of history under the picturesque and not wholly misleading
title of the 'War with Time'. I then apply the results, first to the origin
and evolution of Life on the Earth, and then, to the origin and develop-
ment of Mind. The Dramatic Universe is an historical universe. The
human drama is the drama of history. The present moment with its
immensely rich and complex content cannot be understood without
reference to the content of the Greater Present Moment. But more
important still is the enlargement of our world picture beyond simple
'past, present and future' to include other modes of existence that I
have called the Eternal Fields and the Hyparchic Past and Future.
With these, I postulate Higher Intelligences able to appreciate and act
within a Present Moment of vastly greater duration and depth in all
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dimensions than that of the human mind. I have tried in this volume to
show that as body evolves towards mind, so does mind develop to-
wards Intelligence and Intelligence towards some still higher Principle
that we can scarcely conceive. Conversely, this evolution and this
development depend upon help and guidance from Higher Intelligences
and Powers that are 'already there'. The main theme of this volume is
the role of Higher Intelligences in history, and here I include both
human and non-human agencies operating on a higher level of under-
standing, and within a Greater Present Moment, than those of ordinary
men and women. Closely connected with this theory is the Doctrine of
Transformation, according to which all men have the potential for
attaining the Higher Intelligence and so of participating consciously
and responsibly in the direction of the evolutionary process.

The main thesis and its corollaries are unfashionable, chiefly because
they appear to be a return to a doctrine of providential history that
disregards the Laws of Nature. This is certainly not true for the scheme
I have put forward. The operation of human Intelligence does not
violate the Laws of Nature, even when it results in changes in the course
of events. The Higher Intelligences that I have postulated must work

in the same way, though on a far greater scale of time and space. If this
postulate proves to give us a satisfying account of the traces of the past
that we call 'history', it should also guide us in our expectations of the
future and in framing our decisions for action within the present moment.
In view of the breakdown of non-intelligent schemes of explanation,
the postulate of 'Intelligence in History' deserves to be far more care-
fully examined that it has been in recent centuries. Intelligence differs
from mind in that it requires cooperation and not passive submission.
We can act upon material objects by reason of our mental powers and
our superior will, but a Higher Intelligence can act only by evoking a
response from the intelligence latent within the field of its operation.
Thus Intelligence in human history must mean intelligent cooperation
between man and the Higher Intelligence that seeks to help him. This
must be understood in the light of what I wrote earlier in this Preface
about the uniqueness of the Individual Present Moment. A two-way
communication must be established between the intelligence — perhaps
still unawakened —in our own small present moment and those Greater
Intelligences that can see and understand and operate within a far
greater Present Moment than our own. If this work, notwithstanding

its incompleteness and imperfections, succeeds in drawing attention to
this theme, it will have served its purpose.

It would have been still less complete and worse riddled with im-
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perfection!, but for the help I have received from many friends and
especially the students and members of the Institute for the Compara-
livo Study of History, Philosophy and the Sciences with which I have
been connected for more than twenty years. This last volume in par-
ticular owes much to three of my colleagues, Messrs. Anthony Blake
and John Bristow, both Research Fellows of the Institute, and Mrs.



Dorothy Chalmers, Editor of the Western Tradition. All three are
historically minded and have done much of the research that has given
some substance to the chapters on the History of Mind. Mr. Ian
McCoig who has redrawn the many diagrams used in this and the third
volume has done so with an insight into their purpose that contributes
much to their clarity. There are many others who have earned my
gratitude during the twenty years since I began to write the Dramatic
Universe.

I must acknowledge my debt to my publishers whose patience in
waiting so long for the completion of so hazardous an undertaking must
surely be rare. It was in 1946 that I first met Mr. Paul Hodder-Williams,
recently returned to the family business from the Second World War,
and to my surprise and delight found that he was prepared to sponsor
the publication of a work that was most unlikely to have a commercial
success or even a succe's d'estime, at least, within our lifetimes!

The four volumes make hard reading and I am well aware from
correspondence that very few readers have been prepared or able to

make much of them. I am all the more grateful to those who have not
only read, but grasped their significance and have drawn the attention

of others to the themes developed. I need hardly say, in conclusion, that

I take no credit for anything of value that the book may contain. It

would be like a visitor to the mountains taking credit for the beauty of the
scenery that unfolds itself to the onlooker.

J. G. Bennett

st May 1966
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