Conversations with God

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conversations_with_God
Conversations with God (sometimes abbreviated as "CwG") is a sequence of nine books written by Neale Donald Walsch. Each book is written as a dialogue in which Walsch asks questions and "God" answers. Walsch claims that these dialogues are truly inspired by God.

The first book of the Conversations with God series, "Conversations with God, Book 1: An Uncommon Dialogue," appeared on bookshelves in 1995, and quickly became a publishing phenomenon. Publishers Weekly reports that the first book alone stayed on the New York Times Best-Sellers List for 137 weeks (over two and a half years). The succeeding volumes in the trilogy also appeared prominently on the New York Times Best-Sellers List.

The author describes the inception of the books as follows: at a low period in his life, Walsch wrote an angry, imaginary letter to God asking questions about why his life wasn't working. After writing down all of his questions, the author claimed in his interview with Larry King he heard a voice over his right shoulder say: "Do you really want an answer to all these questions or are you just venting?" Though when he turned around he saw no one there, Walsch felt answers to his questions filling his mind and decided to write them down. The ensuing "dialogue" became the Conversations with God books.
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The CwG Series
The following are the nine books in the Conversations with God series. Each of these books is a conversation between Neale Donald Walsch and "God" with the following two exceptions: "Communion with God" is written only by "God", and "Conversations with God for Teens" includes teenagers who wrote in questions for God.

· Conversations with God Book 1 (1995)

· Conversations with God Book 2 (1997)

· Conversations with God Book 3 (1998)

· Friendship with God (1999)

· Communion with God (2000)

· Conversations with God for Teens (2001)

· The New Revelations (2002)

· Tomorrow's God: Our Greatest Spiritual Challenge (2003)

· Home with God: In a Life That Never Ends (2006)

The first three books in the series are often called the CwG trilogy. Home with God tells us that it is the final book in the series.

Other CwG Books
In addition to the nine books of the CwG series, there are also a number of guidebooks, mation books, and other books adapted from the CwG series. The following books do not have any new information from the voice of God, but where written by Neale Donald Walsch to assist with understanding and applying the messages:

· Guidebook: Conversations with God Book 1 (1997)

· Mations from Conversations with God Book 1 (1997)

· Mations from Conversations with God Book 2 (1997)

· Re-Minder Cards: Conversations with God Book 1 (1998)

· The Little Soul and the Sun (illustrated parable) (1998)

· Questions and Answers on Conversations with God (1999)

· The Wedding Vows from Conversations with God (2000)

· The Little Soul and the Earth (illustrated parable) (2005)

· The Complete Conversations with God (first 3 books, Gift ion) (2006)

Neale Donald Walsch has written a number of other books as well, (on his own), including What God Wants, and Applications for Living.

[] Context of the dialogue
The voice of God states in Book 1 that all words are unreliable, and thus readers must ultimately take what is being said and consult their own feelings to determine if they are in agreement with it. The voice says this is true of any other book or words we come across. Though the books bear the title "Conversations with God" and the author introduces the first book by stating he is "taking dictation" from God, the voice of God in the trilogy explains that the dialogue is not actually occurring in this way. God instead emphasizes that the conversation is happening in Walsch's imagination (Book 1, Ch. 1), that he is making it all up (Book 2, Ch. 18). Due to the unity of all consciousness (Book 3, Ch. 7), the voice of God and Walsch's imagination are one in the same. This leads to the true core of all other beliefs put forward, the Divine Dichotomy. That two contradictory truths can exist, neither making the other untrue (Book 3, Ch. 11.)

[] CwG's Basic Concepts
Containing nearly 3000 pages of material in total, the series presents a vast number of ideas. However, "God" in Friendship with God (page 373) presents three concepts which are central to the entire dialogue:

1. We are all One.

2. There's Enough.

3. There's Nothing We Have [an obligation] to Do.

4. Ours Is Not A Better Way, Ours Is Merely Another Way.

The first statement is understood to mean that all things in the universe are essentially the same thing. At the highest level there is no separation between anything and there is only one of us; there is only God. The second statement, following from the first, means that we, being one with God, lack nothing and therefore always have enough of whatever we think we need (or the means to create it) within us. The third statement combines the first two to conclude that God, being all there is and always sufficient unto Itself, has no need of anything and therefore has no requirements of humanity. The final concept puts an end to our need to always be right. Given that we have and are everything, and there's nothing we have to do, there are an infinite number of ways to experience this, not just the one way we may have chosen.

[] Other concepts
In Walsch's first dialogue, God notes that "knowing" and "experiencing" oneself are different things. That-which-Is, cannot know itself fully, as it stands. It cannot know itself as love, since no other object exists to love. It cannot know itself as giving since nothing else exists to give to. It cannot experience itself in myriad ways.

This present creation then, in Walsch's viewpoint, is established by and within God, so that sentience can exist which does not directly remember its true nature as God. Split into a billion billion forms, life can live, experience, and rediscover its nature as God, rather than just "know" itself in theory. It is essentially a game, entered into by consensus, to learn and enjoy and explore, knowing that ultimately there is no finish line which some will not reach, no learning that is not without value, no act that does not carry lessons for future or for others. In Walsch's view we have a common interest in keeping the game going, for there is nothing else to do except to experience our existence and then experience more of it, to uncover deeper layers of truth and understanding. There are no external rules, because all experience is valued, and can be chosen. But within this, there are ways that (it is stated and implied) people will gradually come to learn are better, and ways which are worse, learnings that will take place over time, and over hundreds and thousands of lifetimes.

The second and third books deal with political and social issues. According to the book, God recommends many economic and social changes if people want to make a more peaceful world, and also recommends that more attention should focus on the environment. The conversations also teach that reincarnation and life on other planets exists.

[] Parallels in other belief systems
In the dialogue many philosophical ideas are presented that had already been advanced earlier by major Eastern and Western thinkers, but Walsch presents the information in language for modern readers and does not specifically cite any of these philosophers. In fact, Walsch claims that he had never known most of these ideas before his revelatory experiences. Since the beginning of the series, and especially in the latter volumes, Walsch and "God" acknowledge that most of the concepts presented are not new, but are profound enough to warrant being explored repeatedly, and since humanity is still mired in strife and conflict, there is value in their restatement. Fundamental parts of Walsch's writings include:

Souls reincarnate to eventually experience God-realization (Bhagavad-Gita/Hinduism).

Feelings are more important as a source of guidance than intellect (Rousseau).

We are not here to learn anything new but to remember what we already know (Plato).

Physical reality is an illusion (Hinduism/Buddhism's concept of maya).

God is everything. (Spinoza / Brahman)

God is self-experiential, i.e. it is the nature of the Universe to experience itself. (Hegel, and process theology as first outlined by Alfred North Whitehead)

Good and evil do not exist (as absolutes, but can exist in a different context and for different reasons as Nietzsche).

Reality is a representation created by will. (Schopenhauer)

Nobody knowingly desires evil, even individuals such as Hitler. (Socrates)

Humans are composed of mind, body and spirit (again, in a different context as the Catholic belief of Trinity)

[] Contemporary parallels
Contemporary writers whose philosophies agree with much of CwG:

Richard Bach (author of "Jonathan Livingston Seagull")

Jane Roberts (author of the "Seth" material)

Wayne Dyer (popular psychologist)

Eckhart Tolle (author of "The Power of Now") (Tolle refers to much of this work in his reference sections in The Power of Now).

[] Prophecies and predictions
The CwG books sometimes make hints and suggestions about future events. Below is an example.

· Impeachment of Bill Clinton
In Book 2 of the trilogy, which was first published in May of 1997, "God" told Walsch in Chapter 19 (p.226) that there were going to be "tremendous powers attempting to remove [President Bill Clinton] from office." Less than a year later, in 1998, the Lewinksy scandal broke and eventually resulted in a call for Clinton's impeachment and possible eviction from his position. Though the President was officially impeached, a later vote to convict and remove him from office failed to win sufficient votes.

[] Conversations with God movie
A Conversations with God movie dramatizing the author's experience opened in theatres across USA on 27 October 2006. Neale Donald Walsch is played by Henry Czerny (Mission: Impossible, The Pink Panther) in the film.

The DVD version of the film will be available starting February 27, 2007.

[] External links
· Official website
· Transcript of Larry King's 2000 interview with Neale Donald Walsch
· Conversations with God at the Internet Movie Database
· Quotes/Messages/Books and more at SpotlightEarth.com
· Conversations with God movie Web site
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