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Introduction
A major tenet of the Jewish faith is the expectation of the Messiah, who is destined to usher in the blissful Messianic Era. Thus far, the Jews insist, he has not come. 
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Christians, however, claim that in the first century C.E. there lived a Jew who was this anointed Messiah. Thus, he was given the title "Christ," a derivative of the Greek word "Christos," meaning "the anointed." 

In the New Testament, the events of Jesus' life and death are associated with various passages in the Hebrew Bible, creating the impression of prophecy and fulfillment. It is generally assumed that the veracity of these accounts must be a matter of faith. Indeed, for centuries the Church forbade its followers to even read the Hebrew Bible. However, faith is justifiable only when something cannot be determined by knowledge. And since the authenticity of Christianity rests primarily on existing records, a comprehensive study program can feasibly be undertaken to ascertain its validity. 

This endeavor must include: a) an examination of the Hebrew Bible verses quoted in the New Testament or used traditionally by missionaries to see if they are indeed Messianic prophecies, and if so, whether they were fulfilled by Jesus; b) an in--depth analysis of the New Testament; and c) a comparison of the New Testament to other first-century religions. 

Hence, the contents of this anthology.
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FOREWORD
By Rabbi Gabriel Marzel
Safed, Israel
THE MISSIONARY'S PRIMARY purpose is to proselytize others.  Naturally, the more people he convinces, the more successful he is. Therefore, it behooves him to prey on such vulnerable individuals as the lonely, the elderly, the poor, the emotionally unstable, the naive, or those who are just untutored in Scripture.  These unfortunates are lured into accepting missionary doctrines out of emotional need, not intellectual conviction.  For even after a superficial reading of missionaries' textual "proofs" within context, one sees that their doctrines are founded solely upon misquotations and mistranslations of Hebrew Scripture. 

Many missionary cults use psychological indoctrination or "brainwashing" techniques to obtain their quotas.  This process usually begins by luring their victims to the cult's center, away from family, friends, and familiar surroundings.  Upon arriving, they are assigned a "companion" of the opposite sex, who is to program the cult's beliefs, accomplishments, and goals into their thought processes by monotonous repetition day and night.  Subjects are also deprived of sleep and food, thereby substantially lowering their mental and physical resistance.  During this period, the other cult members make them feel loved, wanted, needed, and "privileged" to help bring the cult's "sacred" message to the world. 

Within a few days, each innocent victim is mentally and physically broken, and becomes one of them! 

One can only feel saddened at this unfortunate phenomenon, especially, because if only these people had been armed with prior knowledge of missionary tactics -- particularly how they misinterpret the Hebrew Bible to serve their goals - all of this would have been avoided. 

Therefore, I wholeheartedly urge that Their Hollow Inheritance, which is encyclopedic in scope, be as widely distributed as possible, for only the knowledgeable are immune from this missionary onslaught. 



This anthology, written in a clear and concise format, is designed to to serve as a reference manual - to know at a glance what Christian missionaries espouse, and how to answer them. 

Their Hollow Inheritance features: 

· The astonishing parallels between the New Testament narratives and the ancient texts of the Hindus and Buddhists. 

· The true meaning and intent of the Hebrew Bible verses quoted in the New Testament and by Christian missionaries to support their claims. 

· The Noahide Covenant - The Divine Code of Law for non-Jews which was given to Moses on Mount Sinai. 

· The Messiah and the Messianic Era - according to the Rabbis. 

"The author, an anti-missionary consultant who now lives in Israel, is clearly an expert in this field."

Concord Magazine



"A most useful book, not only for those who will confront missionaries, but for anyone who is curious about Scriptural sources, and the use made by them by church authorities through the centuries."

Wellsprings Magazine



"If anybody once believed the falsehoods discussed in this book, he will never be able to do so again...(This book) should be in every Jewish home...waiting for the person who needs to read it to come along, pick it up, and have his life changed..."

N'Shei Chabad Magazine



Glossary
1. G--d, L--rd, A--noy, Shad--i, Elokim, Kel: 

Names of the Creator. Because of their sacredness, they are not spelled out. 

2. Hebrew Bible: 

The Jewish Holy Scriptures,  known as the Old Testament. 

3. Israel/Children of Israel: 

The Jewish people, who are the descendants of Israel (Jacob), the grandson of Abraham. Israel and Jacob are synonymous, as seen in Genesis 32:29-"And [the angel] said: `Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with G--d and with men, and have prevailed.' " 

The Jewish people and the Land of Israel (also known as the Holy Land) were divided into two monarchies: 

4. The Kingdom of Judah: 

Ruled by the House of David, this kingdom occupied the southern sector of the country and consisted of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. When the First Temple was destroyed, these tribes were exiled to Babylon (II Kings 25:11). They returned seventy years later (Ezra 2:64) and remained in the Holy Land until the Romans conquered Jerusalem and exiled them among the nations in 68 C.E. Many returned to their homeland in 1947. 

5. The Kingdom of Israel: 

This kingdom consisted of ten tribes-Reuben, Simeon, Issachar, Zebulun, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Manasseh, and Ephraim. They occupied the northern region of the country, until they were exiled to Assyria(II Kings 15:29). Who and where they are today is a mystery. 

6. Josephus: 

A first--century Jewish historian and general who defected to the Roman army during its invasion of Jerusalem. Under Roman jurisdiction and censorship, Josephus wrote his famous History of the Jews. Filled with both animosity toward rabbinic Judaism and supplication of the Gentiles, his works are considered authoritative by non--Jews. 

7. Torah/Written Torah/Law: 

The first five Books of the Hebrew Bible-Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy-which contain the 613 laws given to Moses for the Jewish people. 

8. Oral Tradition: 

The unwritten hidden meanings of letters, words and verses of the Hebrew Bible, along with the laws and customs taught to Moses on Mount Sinai and transmitted orally throughout the generations. 

9. Talmud: 

A compilation and detailed discussion of the Oral Tradition, which could no longer remain oral once the Jews were dispersed throughout the world. 

The reader is advised not to pronounce the names Krishna, Buddha, and Jesus: 

Exodus 23:13
...make no mention of the name of other gods, nor let it be heard out of your mouth. 



AIDS TO THE STUDY OF THIS ANTHOLOGY
Individuals whose belief in Jesus is emotionally rooted are advised to consult an experienced anti--missionary counselor as a supplement to this work. 

1. The Hebrew Bible verses quoted by Christian missionaries appear in bold and are referred to as "verses under discussion." 

Genesis 1:1
In the begining G--d created the heavens and the earth. 

Wherever their true meaning is contextual, they are quoted within context. 

Genesis 4:1
And the man knew Eve, his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain; and she said: "I have acquired a man with the L--rd." 

2. If the verses quoted in the ensuing discussion are from the Hebrew Bible, they appear in the following typeset: 

Isaiah 44:6
I am the First, and I am the Last, and besides Me there is no G--d. 

3. If the verses quoted in the ensuing discussion are from the New Testament, they appear in the following typeset: 

John 10:31
The Jews took up stones again to stone him. 
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CHAPTER 1 
PIOUS FRAUD 
The statements in this chapter and the next by Church leaders and pioneer researchers speak for themselves:1 
Dr. Herbert Marsh, Nineteenth--Century English Bishop: 
It is a certain fact that several readings in our common printed text are nothing more than alterations made by Origen, whose authority was so great in the Christian Church (A.D. 230) that emendations which he proposed, though, as he himself acknowledged, they were supported by the evidence of no manuscript, were very generally received.2 
Johann Lorenz Von Mosheim, Eighteenth--Century Ecclesiastical Historian: 
Not long after Christ's ascension into heaven, several histories of his life and doctrines, full of pious frauds and fabulous wonders, were composed by persons whose intentions perhaps were not bad, but whose writings discovered the greatest superstition and ignorance. Nor was this all; productions appeared which were imposed upon the world by fraudulent men, [such] as the writings of the holy apostles.”3 
Johann Salomo Semler, Eighteenth--Century Theologian: 
The Christian doctors never brought their sacred books before the common people; although people in general have been wont to think otherwise, during the first ages, they were in the hands of the clergy only.4 
William Wake, Eighteenth--Century Archbishop of Canterbury: 
It would be useless to insist on all the spurious pieces which were attributed to St. Paul alone, in the primitive ages of Christianity.”5 
Lucius Coelius Firmianes Lactantius, Third--Century Church Father: 
Among those who seek power and gain from their religion, there will never be wanting an inclination to forge and lie for it.6 
St. Gregory, Fourth--Century Bishop of Nazianzus, writing to St.Jerome: 
A little jargon is all that is necessary to impose on the people. The less they comprehend, the more they admire. Our forefathers and doctors have often said not what they thought, but what circumstances and necessity dictated.7 
Dr. Conyers Middleton,  Eighteenth Century: 
There never was any period of time in all ecclesiastical history in which so many rank heresies were publicly professed nor in which so many spurious books were forged and published by the Christians, under the names of Christ, and the apostles, and the apostolic writers, as in those primitive ages. Several of these forged books are frequently cited, and applied [in] defense of Christianity, by the most eminent fathers of the same ages, as true and genuine pieces.8 
Dr. I. Hooykaas, Nineteenth--Century Reverend: 
Not one of these five books (four Gospels and Acts) [was] really written by the person whose name it bears, and they are all of more recent date than the heading would lead us to suppose.9 
St. Faustus, Fifth--Century French Bishop: 
Many things have been inserted by our ancestors in the speeches of our Lord which, though put forth under his name, agree not with his faith; especially since—as already it has been often proved—these things were written not by Christ, nor [by] his apostles, but a long while after their assumption, by I know not what sort of half Jews, not even agreeing with themselves, who made up their tale out of reports and opinions merely, and yet, fathering the whole upon the names of the apostles of the Lord or on those who were supposed to follow the apostles, they maliciously pretended that they had written their lies and conceits according to them.10 
It is certain that the New Testament was not written by Christ himself, nor by his apostles, but a long while after them, by some unknown persons, who, lest they should not be credited when they wrote of affairs they were little acquainted with, affixed to their works the names of the apostles, or of such as were supposed to have been their companions, asserting that what they had written themselves was written according to these persons to whom they ascribed it.11 
To strengthen belief in the resurrection of Jesus, St. Irenaeus invented many stories of others being raised from the dead.12 As Jeremiah Jones, an eighteenth--century reverend, comments: 
Such pious frauds were very common among Christians even in the first three centuries; and a forgery of this nature, with the view above mentioned, seems natural and probable.13 
The following statement illustrates the attitude of the early Church fathers towards truthful reporting and the gullibility of the masses: 
St. Augustine, Fifth--Century Bishop: 
I was already Bishop of Hippo when I went into Ethiopia with some servants of Christ there to preach the Gospel. In this country, we saw many men and women without heads, who had two great eyes in their breasts; and in countries still more southly, we saw people who had but one eye in their foreheads.14 
The earliest Church officials saw nothing wrong with fooling the ignorant masses, reasoning that they were ultimately saving a populace steeped in unrighteousness, as the New Testament testifies: 
I Peter 4:3 
Let the time that is past suffice for doing what the Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry. 
The authors of the New Testament had a powerful personality to emulate in Saul of Tarsus (Paul), who openly advocated “pious fraud": 
Romans 3:7--8 
But if through my falsehood G--d's truthfulness abounds to His glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner? And why not do evil that good may come, as some people slanderously charge us with saying? Their condemnation is just. 
I Corinthians 9:20--23 
To the Jews I [Paul] became a Jew, in order to win Jews; to those under the law, I became as one under the law, that I might win those under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the law…that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 
II Corinthians 12:16 
But granting that I myself did not burden you, I was crafty, you say, and got the better of you by guile. 
Philippians 1:18 
What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. 
The veracity of the New Testament accounts is called all the more into question considering that Paul wrote more than one half of it! 
Besides deliberately deceiving the people, the authors of the New Testament, being unfamiliar with the Hebrew Bible, also distorted many facts: 
II Chronicles 24:20--21 
Then the spirit of G--d took possession of Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest;…and they conspired against him, and by the command of the king they stoned him with stones in the court of the House of the L--rd. 
New Testament Distortion 
Matthew 23:35 
…that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the Sanctuary and the altar. 
Zechariah was the son of Jehoiada, not Barachiah. 


I Samuel 21:2 
Then David came to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest, and Ahimelech came to meet David trembling, and said to him: “Why are you alone, and no man with you?” 
New Testament Distortion 
Mark 2:25--26 
And he [Jesus] said to them: “Have you never read what David did, when he was in need and was hungry, he and those who were with him; how he entered the House of G--d, when Abiathar was high priest,...” 
Ahimelech was high priest at that time. Only after his death (I Samuel 22:18) did his son, Abiathar, succeed him: 
I Samuel 30:7 
And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech…. 


II Samuel 5:6--7 
And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites….David took the stronghold of Zion, the same is the city of David. 
New Testament Distortion 
Luke 2:4--5 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed wife who was with child. 
Jerusalem, not Bethlehem, is called the “city of David.” 


Genesis 11:26 
When Terah had lived seventy years he became the father of Abram.... 
Genesis 12:4 
...Abram was seventy--five years old when he departed from Haran. 
Genesis 11:32 
The days of Terah were 205 years and Terah died in Haran. 
New Testament Distortion 
Acts 7:4 
Then he [Abraham] departed from the land of the Chaldeans, and lived in Haran. And after his father died, G--d removed him from there into the land [in which] you are now living. 
Abraham left Haran when Terah was 145 (70+75), which was sixty years before Terah died (205 – 145). 


Genesis 46:27 
And the sons of Joseph, who were born to him in Egypt, were two souls; all the souls of the house of Jacob that came into Egypt were seventy. 
New Testament Distortion 
Acts 7:14 
And Joseph sent and called to him Jacob his father and his kindred; seventy--five souls. 


Joshua 24:32 
The bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up from Egypt, were buried in Shechem, in the portion of ground that Jacob bought from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem, for one hundred pieces of money; and they became the inheritance of the children of Joseph. 
New Testament Distortion 
Acts 7:15--16 
And Jacob went down into Egypt, and he died, he and our fathers, and they were carried over to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for the sum of money from the sons of Hamor of Shechem. 
Only Joseph was buried in Shechem, and Jacob bought the plot, not Abraham. 


Exodus 14:22 
And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry land; the waters were a wall to them on their right side and on their left. 
New Testament Distortion 
I Corinthians 10:1 
I want you to know, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized to Moses in the cloud and in the sea.... 
One is baptized in water, not under a cloud, and the Jews stood on dry land, not in the sea itself. 


Numbers 25:9 
And those that died by the plague were 24,000. 
New Testament Distortion 
I Corinthians 10:8 
We must not indulge in fornication as some of them did, and 23,000 fell in a single day. 


Galatians 3:16 
Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his seed. It does not say, “and to his seeds,” referring to many, but, referring to one, “and to your seed,” which is Christ. 
The Hebrew word zera (seed) is invariably used in the singular when referring to progeny, whether one person or many are meant. For example, wherever G--d promised to bless Abraham's “seed,” his descendants were intended: 
Genesis 13:16 
I will make your seed as the dust of the earth; so that if one could count the dust of the earth, then your seed would also be counted. 
Genesis 15:13 
Then the L--rd said to Abram: “Know for sure that your seed will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs, and they will be slaves there, and they will be oppressed for four hundred years.” 
Genesis 26:4 
...and I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and will give to your seed all these lands... 
Genesis 22:17 
...I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand upon the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies; and through your seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have hearkened to My voice. 


Exodus 24:6--8 
And Moses took half the blood and put it in basins; and half the blood he sprinkled on the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of the people; and they said: “All that the L--rd has spoken we will do and obey.” And Moses took the blood and sprinkled it upon the people, and said: “Behold, the blood of the covenant that the L--rd has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 
New Testament Distortion 
Hebrews 9:19--20 
For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled on both the book itself and all the people, saying: “This is the blood of the covenant which G--d commanded you.” 
The Book of the Covenant was not sprinkled with blood. 


Genesis 47:31 
And he [Jacob] said: “Swear to me.” And he [Joseph] swore to him. Then Israel [Jacob] bowed himself upon the head of his bed. 
New Testament Distortion 
Hebrews 11:21 
By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 
Joseph bowed upon the head of his bed, not his staff. 
Some attempt to explain these discrepancies by claiming that the Hebrew Bible was altered after the New Testament was written. But a supplement15 to The Revised Standard Version, a Protestant Bible, states otherwise: 
The Hebrew Old Testament was translated into Greek at Alexandria (285--246 B.C.) in order to provide a copy for the library there, and as a service to the many Greek--speaking Jews. It is known as the Septuagint, a word that suggests the seventy--two scholars whom it is thought were engaged to make the translation. 
The Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible was known to the world 246 years before the birth of Jesus. Therefore, it could not have been altered after the emergence of Christianity. Rather, the New Testament stands alone in its errors. 
CHAPTER 2 
THE ANCIENT “GOD--MEN” 
Let us now concentrate on the nature of this “pious fraud” to which the Church fathers themselves confessed. The startling and little--known truth is that the authors of the New Testament noted the far--reaching influence of the “god--men” Krishna (ninth century B.C.E.) and Buddha (sixth century B.C.E.), both of whom had millions of loyal followers at the beginning of the common era, and simply reworked these legends to incorporate Jesus. 
Krishna and Jesus 
John P. Lundy, Nineteenth--Century Reverend: 
If we may believe so good an authority as Edward Moor (author of Moor's “Hindu Pantheon” and “Oriental Fragments”), both the name of Crishna, and the general outline of his history, were long anterior to the birth of our Savior, as very certain things, and probably extended to the time of Homer, nearly nine hundred years before Christ, or more than one hundred years before Isaiah lived and prophesied.16 
J. B. S. Carwithen, Nineteenth--Century Reverend: 
Both the name of Crishna [sic] and the general outline of his story are long anterior to the birth of our Savior; and this we know, not on the presumed antiquity of the Hindoo records alone. Both Arrian and Strabo assert that the god Crishna was anciently worshipped at Mathura, on the river Jumna, where he is worshipped at this day. But the emblems and attributes essential to this deity are also transplanted into the mythology of the west.17 
T. W. Doane, Nineteenth Century: 
In the Sanskrit Dictionary, compiled more than two thousand years ago, we have the whole story of Crishna, the incarnate deity, born of a virgin, and miraculously escaping in his infancy from Kansa, the reigning monarch of the country.18 
Monier Williams, Nineteenth--Century Professor: 
...the religious creeds, rites, customs, and habits of thought of the Hindus generally have altered little since the days of Manu [in] 500 B.C.19 
George W. Cox, Nineteenth--Century Reverend: 
...Practically, the myths of Crishna seems to have been fully developed in the days of Megasthenes [fourth century B.C.], who identifies him with the Greek Hercules.20 
1) Both were preceded by a “forerunner” born a short time before them.21 
2) Each was born in a city away from home where his father was on tax business.22 
3) Krishna was born in a cave.23 
Jesus was born in a stable (Luke 2:7). However, Quintus Tertullian (third century), St. Jerome (fourth century), and other Church fathers claimed that Jesus, too, was born in a cave.24 
Frederick W. Farrar, Nineteenth--Century Reverend: 
That the actual place of Christ's birth was a cave is a very ancient tradition, and this cave used to be shown as the scene of the event even so early as the time of Justin Martyr (A.D. 150).25 
4) In infancy, both Krishna and Jesus were sentenced to death by kings who viewed them as pretenders to the throne. Due to this threat: 
Krishna's father was warned by a heavenly voice “to fly with the child to Gacool, across the river Jumna.26 
Jesus' father was warned in a dream, “...rise and take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt...” (Matthew 2:13). 
5) One of these kings then ordered “the massacre in all his states of all the children of the male sex during the night of the birth of Crishna.”27 
The other, Herod, “…sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem, and in all that region, who were two years old or under...” (Matthew 2:16). 
6) One of both Krishna and Jesus' first “miracles” performed as adults was the curing of a leper.28 
7) Urged by Krishna to make a request, a man replied: “`Above all things, I desire to have my two dead sons restored to life.' Immediately they were brought to life and came to their father.”29 
“While [Jesus] was thus speaking to them, behold, a ruler came in and knelt before him, saying: `My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live....' But when the crowd had been put aside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl arose” (Matthew 9:18, 25). 
8) Either a poor cripple or a lame woman came with “a vessel filled with spices, sweet scented oils, sandalwood, saffron, civet, and other perfumes, and made a certain sign on [Krishna's] forehead, casting the rest upon his head.”30 
“Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came up to him with an alabaster box of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head, as he sat at the table” (Matthew 26:6--7). 
9) Both washed the feet of their disciples.31 
10) Both had a beloved disciple.32 
11) Krishna said: “Let him, if seeking G--d by deep abstraction, abandon his possessions and his hopes, betake himself to some secluded spot, and fix his heart and thoughts on G--d alone.”33 
Jesus said: “But when you pray, go into your room and close the door and pray to your Father Who is in secret; and your Father Who sees in secret will reward you” (Matthew 6:6). 
12) Krishna said: “I am the light in the sun and the moon, far, far beyond the darkness. I am the brilliancy in flame, the radiance in all that's radiant, and the light of lights.”34 
Jesus said: “I am the light of the world, he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). 
13) Krishna said: “I am the sustainer of the world, its friend and Lord. I am its way and refuge.”35 
Jesus said: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). 
14) Krishna said: “I am the Goodness of the good; I am Beginning, Middle, End, Eternal Time, the Birth, the Death of all.”36 
Jesus said: “Fear not, I am the first, and the last, and the living one; I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades” (Revelations 1:17--18). 
15) Both “descended” to hell.37 
16) Both “ascended” to heaven before witnesses.38 
17) Both are said to have been G--d incarnate: 
“Crishna is the very Supreme Brahma, though it be a mystery how the Supreme should assume the form of a man.”39 
“Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of our religion; He manifested in the flesh…”(I Timothy 3:16). 
18) Before death, Krishna was pierced with an arrow40 and Jesus with a spear (John 19:34). 
19) Both were crucified: 
John P. Lundy, Nineteenth--Century Reverend: 
I object to the crucifix because it is an image, and liable to gross abuse, just as the old Hindoo crucifix was an idol.41 
Dr. Thomas Inman, Nineteenth--Century: 
Crishna [sic], whose history so closely resembles our Lord's, was also like him in his being crucified.42 
20) When Krishna died, it is said that a black circle surrounded the moon, the sun was darkened at noon, the sky rained fire and ashes, and spirits were seen everywhere.43 
When Jesus died, the sun was darkened from the sixth to the ninth hour, graves were opened, and saints rose and entered the city (Matthew 27:45, 51--52). 
21) Both were “resurrected.”44 
22) “Krishna will return in the end days as an armed warrior, riding on a winged white horse. He will destroy the wicked then living. The sun and the moon will be darkened, the earth will tremble, and the stars will fall.”45 
"Immediately after the tribulation of those days [following Jesus' "return"] the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken" (Matthew 24:29).
Buddha and Jesus
T.W.Rhys Davids, Nineteenth-Century Professor:
There is every reason to beleive that the Pitakas [sacred books containing the legends of Buddha] now extant in Ceylon are substantially identical with the books of the Southern Canon, as settled at the Council of Patna about the year 250 B.C. As no works would have been received into the Canon which were not then believed to be very old, the Pitakas may be approximately placed in the fourth century B.C., and parts of them possibly reach back very nearly, if not quite, to the time of Gautama (Buddha) himself.46
Samuel Beal, Nineteenth-Century Professor: 
We know that the Fo-pen-hing [legends of Buddha] was -translated into Chinese from Sanskrit (the ancient language of Hindostan) so early as the eleventh year of the reign of -Wing-ping (Ming-ti) of the Hans Dynasty, i.e., 69 or 70 A.D. We may, therefore, safely suppose that the original work was in circulation in India for some time previous to this date.47
These points of agreement with the Gospel narrative arouse curiosity and require explanation. If we could prove that they [the legends of Buddha] were unknown in the East for some centuries after Christ, the explanation would be easy. But all the evidence we have goes to prove the contrary....48
Ernest de Bunsen, Nineteenth Century: 
With the remarkable exception of the death of Jesus on the cross, and of the doctrine of atonement by vicarious suffering, which is absolutely excluded by Buddhism, the most ancient of the Buddhistic records known to us contain statements about the life and the doctrines of Gautama Buddha which -correspond in a remarkable manner, and impossibly by mere chance, with the traditions recorded in the Gospels about the life and doctrines of Jesus Christ....49
Max Muller, Nineteenth--Century Professor: 
Between the language of Buddha and his disciples, and the language of Christ and his apostles, there are strange coincidences. Even some of the Buddhist legends and parables sound as if taken from the New Testament, though we know that many of them existed before the beginning of the Christian era.50 
Kenneth Scott Latourette, Twentieth Century: 
Approximately five centuries older than Christianity, by the time of the birth of Christ, Buddhism had already spread through much of India and Ceylon and had penetrated into Central Asia and China.51 
M. L'Abbe Huc, Nineteenth--Century Missionary Apostolic: 
The miraculous birth of Buddha, his life and instructions, contain a great number of the moral and dogmatic truths professed in Christianity.52 
T. W. Doane, Nineteenth Century: 
...nothing now remains for the honest man to do but acknowledge the truth, which is that the history of Jesus of Nazareth[,] as related in the books of the New Testament, is simply a copy of that of Buddha, with a mixture of mythology borrowed from other nations.53 
1) Both Buddha and Jesus were baptized in the presence of the “spirit” of G--d.54 
2) Both went to their temples at the age of twelve, where they are said to have astonished all with their wisdom.55 
3) Both supposedly fasted in solitude for a long time: Buddha for forty--seven days and Jesus for forty.56 
4) At the conclusion of their fasts, they both wandered to a fig tree.57 
5) Both were about the same age when they began their public ministry: 
“When he [Buddha] went again to the garden he saw a monk who was calm, tranquil, self--possessed, serene, and dignified. The prince, determined to become such a monk, was led to make the great renunciation. At the time he was twenty--nine years of age...”.58 
“Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age…” (Luke 3:23). 
6) Both were tempted by the “devil” at the beginning of their ministry: 
To Buddha, he said: “Go not forth to adopt a religious life but return to your kingdom, and in seven days you shall become emperor of the world, riding over the four continents.”59 
To Jesus, he said: “All these [kingdoms of the world] I will give you, if you fall down and worship me” (Matthew 4:9). 
7) Buddha answered the “devil”: “Get you away from me.”60 
Jesus responded: “...begone, Satan!” (Matthew 4:10). 
8) Both experienced the “supernatural” after the “devil” left: 
For Buddha: “The skies rained flowers, and delicious odors prevailed [in] the air.”61 
For Jesus: “…angels came and ministered to him” (Matthew 4:11). 
9) The multitudes required a sign from both in order that they might believe.62 
10) Both strove to establish a kingdom of heaven on earth.63 
11) Buddha “represented himself as a mere link in a long chain of enlightened teachers.”64 
Jesus said: “Think not that I have come to abolish the law, and the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17). 
12) According to the Somadeva (a Buddhist holy book), a Buddhist ascetic's eye once offended him, so he plucked it out and cast it away.65 
Jesus said: “If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out, and throw it away;…” (Matthew 5:29). 
13)“Buddha taught that the motive of all our actions should be pity or love of our neighbor.”66 
Jesus taught: “...love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…” (Matthew 5:44). 
14) Buddha said: “Hide your good deeds, and confess before the world the sins you have committed.”67 
Jesus said: “Beware of practicing your piety before men to be seen by them;…” (Matthew 6:1) and “Therefore confess your sins one to another, and pray one for another, that you may be healed...” (James 5:16). 
15) Both are said to have known the thoughts of others: 
“By directing his mind to the thoughts of others, [Buddha] can know the thoughts of all beings.”68 
“But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said: `Why do you think evil in your hearts?' ” (Matthew 9:4). 
16) After “healing” a man born blind, Buddha said: “The disease of this man originates in his sinful actions in former times.”69 
“As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples said to him: `Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?' ” (John 9:1--2). 
17) Both were itinerant preachers with a close group of trustees within a larger group of disciples.70 
18) Both demanded that their disciples renounce all worldly possessions.71 
19) Both sent their disciples on missionary assignments: 
“The number of the disciples rapidly increased, and Gautama sent forth his monks on missionary tours hither and thither, bidding them wander everywhere, preaching the doctrine, and teaching men to order their lives with self--restraint, simplicity, and charity.”72 
“And [Jesus] called to him the twelve [apostles], and began to send them out two by two….So they went out and preached that men should repent” (Mark 6:7, 12). 
20) Both had a disciple who “walked” on water: 
To convert skeptical villagers, Buddha showed them his disciple walking across a river without sinking.73 
“He said: `Come.' So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus, but when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out: `Lord, save me!' ” (Matthew 14:29--30). 
21) “One day Ananda, the disciple of Buddha, after a long walk in the country, meets with Matangi, a woman of the low caste of the Kandalas, near a well, and asks her for some water. She tells him what she is, and that she must not come near him. But he replies: `My sister, I ask not for your caste or your family, I ask only for a draught of water. She afterwards became a disciple of Buddha.”74 
“There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her: `Give me a drink.' For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him: `How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?' For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans” (John 4:7--9). 
22) Each repeated a question three times: 
“The Buddha next addressed the bhikkhus and requested them three times to ask him if they had any doubt or question that they wished clarified, but they all remained silent.”75 
“[Jesus] said to him the third time: `Simon, son of John, do you love me?' Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time: `Do you love me?'…” (John 21:17). 
23) Both received similar receptions: 
“The people swept the pathway, the gods strewed flowers on the pathway and branches of the coral tree, the men bore branches of all manner of trees, and the Bodhisattva Sumedha spread his garments in the mire, [and] men and gods shouted: `All hail.' ”76 
“And they brought the colt to Jesus, and threw their garments on it; and he sat on it. And many spread their garments on the road, and others spread leafy branches which they had cut from the fields” (Mark 11:7--8). 
24) Both had an archrival: 
“[Buddha's] chief rival was Devadatta, a cousin of the Buddha, who is represented as being jealous of his influence and popularity, and as repeatedly seeking to compass his death.”77 
“While [Jesus] was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying: `The one I shall kiss is the man; seize him!' And he came up to Jesus at once, and said: `Hail, Master!' And he kissed him” (Matthew 26:47--49). 
25) Before his death, Buddha said to his disciple: “Ananda, when I am gone, you must not think there is no Buddha; the discourses I have delivered, and the precepts I have enjoined, must be my successors, or representatives, and be to you as Buddha.”78 
Before his “ascension,” Jesus said to his disciples: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and, lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age” (Matthew 28:19--20). 
26) When Buddha died: “The coverings of [his] body unrolled themselves, and the lid of his coffin was opened by supernatural powers.”79 
When Jesus died: “And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the L--rd descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone, and sat upon it” (Matthew 28:2). 
27) “In the year 217 B.C. Buddhist missionaries were imprisoned for preaching; but an angel, genie or spirit came and opened the prison door, and liberated them.”80 
“They arrested the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the L--rd opened the prison doors and brought them out” (Acts 5:18--19). 
28) Both men's disciples are said to have been miracle workers.81 
Krishna, Buddha, and Jesus 
1) Krishna, Buddha, and Jesus all claimed to be of royal descent: 
“Crishna, in the male line, was of royal descent, being of the Yadava line, the oldest and noblest in India.”82 
“The ancestry of Gautama Buddha is traced from his father, Sodhodana, through various individuals and races, all of royal dignity, to Maha Sammata, the first monarch of the world....”83 
Jesus' genealogy consists mostly of kings (Matthew 1:6--16), and he is traced back to Adam, the first man (Luke 3:38). 
2) All are said to have been born of a virgin, and Buddha and Jesus through the holy spirit.84 
3) All were declared divine at birth: 
Following the Buddhist tradition,85 Matthew records that wise men proclaimed the infant Jesus divine. (Matthew 2:1, 11). 
Following the Hindu legend,86 Luke records that shepherds came to the infant Jesus (Luke 2:15). 
4) “Celestial bodies” announced all three men's births.87 
5) When each was born, “angels” sang in heaven: 
For Krishna, they sang: “In the delivery of this favored woman, all nature shall have cause to exult.”88 
For Buddha, they sang: “Today, Bodhisatwa is born on earth, to give joy and peace to men and Devas [angels], to shed light on the dark places, and to give sight to the blind.”89 
For Jesus, they sang: “Glory to G--d in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill among men” (Luke 2:14). 
6) Upon their births, all were supposedly presented with gifts: 
Krishna received sandalwood and perfumes.90 
Buddha received gold, frankincense, and myrrh.91 
Jesus received costly jewels and precious substances (Matthew 2:11). 
7) All were supposedly miracle workers.92 
8) All were “transfigured” before witnesses: 
For Krishna: “All in an instant, with a thousand suns, blazing with dazzling luster, so beheld he the glories of the universe collected in the one person of the G--d of gods.”93 
For Buddha and Jesus, this occurred on a mountain: 
“A flame of light encircled Buddha's head and shone as the sun or moon.”94 
“And [Jesus] was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his garments became white as light” (Matthew 17:2). 
9) All are said to be part of a trinity.95 
10) They all “relieved” others of sins. 
Krishna said: “Then be not sorrowful, from all your sins I will deliver you....”96 
Buddha said: “Let all the sins that were committed in this world fall on me, that the world may be delivered.”97 
Of Jesus it was said: “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace which he lavished upon us” (Ephesians 1:7--8). 
11) All were acclaimed as the Creator: 
Krishna said: “I am the Lord of all created things”98 and “Mankind was created by me of four kinds, distinct in their principles, and in their duties; know me then to be the Creator of mankind, uncreated, and without decay.”99 
“Buddha, the Angel messiah, was regarded as the divinely chosen and incarnate messenger, the vicar of G--d, and God Himself on earth.”100 
“[Jesus] is the image of the invisible G--d, the first born of all creation; for in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions, or principalities, or powers, all things were created through him and for him” (Colossians 1:15--16). 
12) All will “judge” the dead.101 
13) Krishna's titles were:102 Savior, Redeemer, the Resurrection and the Life, the Lord of Lords, the Great God, the Holy One, the Good Shepherd, Mediator, Comforter, and Pardoner of Sins.103 
Buddha's titles were: Savior of the World,104 God of Gods,105 Anointed/Christ,106 Messiah,107 and Only Begotten.108 
Jesus' titles were: 
Christ (Matthew 11:2) 
Messiah (John 4:26) 
Son of G--d (Mark 1:1) 
Only Begotten (John 3:18) 
Lord (John 14:5). 
The following passages from the New Testament confirm that the Gentiles firmly believed in “god--men” in the beginning of the common era. 
Concerning a magician: 
Acts 8:10 
They all listened to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is that power of G--d which is called Great.” 
When King Herod made a speech: 
Acts 12:22 
The people shouted: “The voice of a god, and not of a man!” 
Acts 14:11 
And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian: “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!” 
Although Paul explained that they were not gods: 
Acts 14:18 
With these words they hardly restrained the people from offering sacrifice to them. 
When the people saw that Paul did not die after being bitten by a viper: 
Acts 28:6 
...they changed their minds, and said that he was a god. 
Consequently, the authors of the New Testament searched the Hebrew Bible for passages to corroborate their newly formulated “legends” of Jesus and to “prove” that he was the long--awaited Messiah. The doctrine of a god--man messiah born of a virgin, crucified for the sins of others, and then resurrected was completely foreign to Judaism, however, and nowhere even hinted at in the Hebrew Bible. Therefore, these authors took verses out of context, misquoting and mistranslating enough to turn them into “Messianic predictions.” They then wrote their “biographies” of Jesus with these “prophecies” before them. 
The following illustrates this technique of “pious fraud”: 
When Krishna was born, his father is said to have fled with him from the king, who sought the infant's life (see page 26, no. 4). The New Testament transferred this legend to Jesus: 
Matthew 2:13--15 
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the L--rd appeared to Joseph in a dream and said: “Rise and take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him. And he rose and took the child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the L--rd had spoken by the prophet: “Out of Egypt have I called My son.” 
However, when one reads the original Hebrew verse in context, it is clear that this “son” is the Jewish nation (Israel): 
Hosea 11:1--2 
When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son. The more [the prophets] called them, the more they went from them; they sacrificed to the Baalim, and burned incense to idols. 
Not only does the New Testament misquote the Hebrew Bible, it resorts to imaginary quotations. For example: 
Matthew 2:23 
And [Jesus] went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
Matthew 27:9--10 
Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying: “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set, by some of the sons of Israel, and they gave them for the potter's field, as the L--rd directed me.” 
John 7:37--38 
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed: “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me, and drink. He who believes in me, as the Scripture has said: `Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.' ” 
James 4:5 
Or do you suppose it is in vain that the Scripture says: “He yearns jealously over the spirit which he has made to dwell in us”? 
CHAPTER 3 
THE ORAL TRADITION 
In the first chapter, Christian authorities were quoted as stating that the New Testament was based on hearsay and conflicting traditions, and was composed, canonized, and made public long after the events depicted therein allegedly occurred. 
In direct contrast, the Torah was written and transmitted to the entire Jewish nation by Moses himself: 
Deuteronomy 31:9 
And Moses wrote this Law, and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who bore the Ark of the Covenant of the L--rd, and to all the elders of Israel. 
The Jewish nation that stood at Mount Sinai dedicated itself to the study of the Torah, as have its descendants throughout the generations, in fulfillment of the following directive: 
Deuteronomy 6:6--7 
And these words, which I command you this day, shall be upon your heart. And you shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down and when you rise up. 
Moses furthermore instructed that the Torah be read before the entire nation every seven years: 
Deuteronomy 31:10--12 
And Moses commanded them, saying: “At the end of every seven years, during the time of the year of release, during the Feast of Tabernacles, when all Israel is come to appear before the L--rd, your G--d, in the place He shall choose, you shall read this Law before all Israel in their hearing. Assemble the people, the men and the women and the little ones, and your stranger who is within your gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the L--rd, your G--d, and observe to do all the words of this Law....” 
One thousand years later, this practice was still in effect: 
Nehemiah 8:1, 3, 8 
All the people gathered themselves together as one man into the broad place that was before the water gate; and they told Ezra the Scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the L--rd had commanded to Israel....And he read therein, before the broad place that was before the water gate, from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law....And they read in the Book, in the Law of G--d, distinctly; and they gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 
The learned men who were assisting Ezra the Scribe helped the common people understand what was being read by expounding the Oral Tradition. In the Talmud (Erubin 54b), we learn exactly how these oral explanations were transmitted: 
Moses learned it from the mouth of G--d, then Aaron [the High Priest] entered and Moses taught him the chapter. When Aaron had finished, he left the seat of study, taking a seat to the left of Moses, and Aaron's sons entered. Moses then taught them the chapter. When they finished...Elazar took a seat to the left of Moses, and Ithamar seated himself on Aaron's right. Rabbi Judah says: “Aaron was always to the right of Moses.” The elders then entered and Moses taught them the same chapter. When the elders were finished...the people entered and Moses taught them the chapter. Thus, Aaron studied the chapter four times, his sons three times, the elders twice, and the people once. Moses then departed and Aaron studied the same chapter with them all. When Aaron finished, he departed and his sons studied the chapter with [the people]. After the sons finished, they departed and the elders studied the chapter with the people. Thus, everyone reviewed the chapter four times. 
Josephus also clearly states that the Oral Tradition had been well known since ancient times, and accepted by everyone but the Sadducees, a small group motivated by materialism: 
The Pharisees have delivered to the people a great many observances by succession from their fathers, which are not written in the Law of Moses; and for that reason the Sadducees reject them, and say that we are to esteem those observances to be obligatory which are in the written word, but are not to observe what are derived from the tradition of our forefathers; and concerning these things great disputes and differences have arisen among them, while the Sadducees are able to persuade none but the rich, and have not the populace obedient to them, but the Pharisees have the multitude on their side.109 
For an insight into the nature of these two factions, we again quote Josephus: 
...the Pharisees are those who are esteemed most skillful in the exact application of their laws, and introduce the first sect. These ascribe all to fate (or providence), and to G--d, and yet allow that to [do] what is right, or the contrary, is principally in the power of men, although fate does cooperate in every action. They say that all souls are incorruptible; but the souls of good men are only removed into other bodies, [while] the souls of bad men are subject to eternal punishment. But the Sadducees are those that compose the second order, and take away fate entirely, and suppose that G--d is not concerned [with] our doing or not doing what is evil; and they say that to [do] what is good, or what is evil, is...men's own choice, and that the one or the other belongs so to everyone, that they may act as they please. They also take away the belief of the immortal duration of the soul, and the punishments and rewards in Hades [the World to Come]. Moreover, the Pharisees are friendly to one another, and are for the exercise of concord and regard for the public. But the behavior of the Sadducees towards another is in some degrees wild; and their conversation with those that are of their own party is as barbarous as if they were strangers to them.110 
An oral explanation had to accompany the Written Torah. Otherwise, much of it would be incomprehensible. For example: 
Exodus 16:29 
See that the L--rd has given you the Sabbath;…let no man go out of his place on the seventh day. 
What is the meaning of the term “place”? The Oral Tradition stipulates that a Jew is forbidden to walk more than 0.7 miles beyond his city's perimeter. 
Exodus 31:15 
Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the L--rd; whoever does work on the Sabbath day shall be put to death. 
What constitutes work? The Oral Tradition explains that those activities involved in building the portable Tabernacle in the wilderness are prohibited on the Sabbath. 
Deuteronomy 6:8 
And you shall bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be for frontlets between your eyes. 
Without the Oral Tradition, one would never know that this verse is speaking of the tefillin worn by Jewish men during morning prayer. These black, leather boxes contain verses from the Hebrew Bible and are strapped to one's arm and forehead. 
Deuteronomy 6:9 
And you shall write them upon the doorposts of your house, and upon your gates. 
This refers to mezuzoth, parchments inscribed with Biblical verses, which are placed in small containers and affixed to the doorposts of Jewish homes. 
Numbers 29:1 
In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a holy convocation: you shall do no servile work—it shall be a day of blowing for you. 
This description of Rosh Hashanah does not specify what exactly is to be blown on the Jewish New Year, but the Oral Tradition does: a shofar (ram's horn). 
Numbers 29:7 
On the tenth day of this seventh month you shall have a holy convocation and afflict yourselves; you shall do no work.... 
Only the Oral Tradition teaches us that “afflicting yourselves” on Yom Kippur means abstaining from all food and drink. 
Deuteronomy 12:21 
If the place where the L--rd, your G--d, shall choose to put His Name be too far from you, then you shall slaughter of your herd and of your flock, which the L--rd has given you, as I have commanded you.... 
The method of ritual slaughter is not found anywhere in the Written Torah, but it is part of the Oral Tradition. 
If no oral explanation had been taught to the nation from the outset, the uniform observance of the Torah's commandments would have been impossible! 
To enhance Moses' comprehension and memory of the Oral Tradition, its intricate details were shown to him in visions: 
Exodus 25:8--9 
And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. According to all that I show you, the pattern of the Tabernacle, and the pattern of all its vessels, so shall you make it. 
Numbers 8:4 
And this was the work of the candlestick: it was of beaten gold; from its base to its flowers it was beaten work, according to the pattern that the L--rd had shown Moses, so he made the candelabra. 
The other books of the Hebrew Bible were also recorded and transmitted to the populace by their authors or other contemporary authorities: 
Moses wrote his book, the portion of Balaam [Numbers 22--24], and Job. Joshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Torah. Samuel wrote his book, Judges, and Ruth. David wrote Psalms, with the assistance of ten elders, viz: Adam the First, Melchizedek, Abraham, Moses, Heiman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korah. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his followers wrote Isaiah, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and Ecclesiastes. The men of the Great Assembly wrote Ezekiel, the Twelve Prophets, Daniel, and Esther. Ezra wrote his book and Chronicles—the order of all the generations down to himself.111 
Josephus comments: 
...because everyone is not permitted of his own accord to be a writer, nor is there any disagreement in what is written; they being only prophets that have written the original and earliest accounts of things as they learned them of G--d Himself by inspiration; and others have written what has happened in their own times, and that in a very distinct manner also. For we have not an innumerable multitude of books among us, disagreeing [with] and contradicting one another (as the Greeks have), but only twenty--two books (of the Bible), which contain the records of all the past times; which are justly believed to be Divine; and of them, five belong to Moses, which contain his laws, and the traditions of the origin of mankind till his death. This interval of time was little short of three thousand years;112 but as to the time from the death of Moses till the reign of Artaxerxes, king of Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, the prophets, who were after Moses, wrote down what was done in their times in thirteen books. The remaining four books contain hymns to G--d, and precepts for the conduct of human life.113 
From the Hebrew Bible itself, one can learn how its books were written and transmitted to the people: 
Jeremiah 36:4--8 
Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah; and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the L--rd, which he had spoken to him, upon a scroll. And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying: “I am detained, I cannot enter the House of the L--rd; therefore go and read in the scroll, which you have written from my mouth, the words of the L--rd in the ears of the people in the L--rd's House on a fast day; also read them in the ears of all those of Judah who come out of their cities. Perhaps they will present their supplication before the L--rd and everyone will repent of his evil way; for great is the anger and fury that the L--rd has pronounced against this people.” And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the L--rd in the L--rd's House. 
Clearly, the Oral Tradition must be afforded the utmost seriousness, for its explanations of Biblical verses were given to Moses by G--d and have been studied and cherished for generations. In contrast, during the glorious prophetic era (which lasted one thousand years), while the Jewish people pondered the profound Divine messages conveyed by its prophets, Christians were non--existent and most Gentiles were illiterate pagans! The Hebrew Bible, with its revolutionary moral standards, only became known to the world at large in 246 B.C.E. (see p. 23). 
Nevertheless, the founding fathers of Christianity had to insist that their interpretations of the Hebrew Bible were as valid as the Jews'. But the basis of these claims is itself founded on misinterpretations: 
II Chronicles 34:14 
And when they brought out the money that was brought into the House of the L--rd, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the L--rd by the hand of Moses. 
This sensational discovery unearthed the Torah scroll Moses himself had written (“the Book of the Law”): 
Deuteronomy 31:24--26 
And it came to pass, when Moses had finished writing the words of this law in a book...that Moses commanded the Levites...saying, “Take this Book of the Law and put it by the side of the Ark of the Covenant of the L--rd, your G--d, that it may be there for you as a witness.” 
This scroll had been hidden from King Ahaz, who had destroyed the holy artifacts one hundred years earlier: 
II Chronicles 28:24 
And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the House of G--d, and cut in pieces the vessels of the House of G--d.... 
However, when this scroll was unrolled before King Josiah, he rent his clothes (II Chronicles 34:19) for it fell open to the section containing all the curses destined to befall those Jews who disregard the Torah (Deuteronomy 27--28). 
Huldah the prophetess confirmed Josiah's conviction that this was no mere coincidence but an omen from G--d: 
II Chronicles 34:24--25 
Thus says the L--rd: “Behold, I will bring evil upon this place and upon its inhabitants, even all the curses that are written in the book they have read before the king of Judah. Because they have forsaken Me and offered to other gods....” 
Hoping to move the populace to repent, Josiah read to them this section of the Torah that lists the curses: 
II Chronicles 34:30 
...and he read in their ears all the words of the Book of the Covenant that was found in the House of the L--rd. 
Although the entire Torah is a covenant between G--d and the Jews, this section is called “the Covenant” because they accepted each curse upon themselves as a punishment for violating the Torah.114 The   statement that concludes this section affirms their uniqueness: 
Deuteronomy 28:69 
These are the words of the covenant that the L--rd commanded Moses to make with the children of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant He made with them in Horeb [Sinai]. 
It should be noted that of all the Torah's commands, the only one some of Josiah's subjects were accused of violating was idolatry: 
II Chronicles 34:21 
...for great is the wrath of the L--rd that is poured out upon us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the L--rd, to do according to all that is written in this book. 
Missionaries claim that the Written Torah (and consequently, the Oral Tradition) was  lost and forgotten until it was found by Hilkiah. The Jews allegedly, then interpreted it anew, each to his own understanding. Missionaries, therefore, assert that Christian interpretations are as valid as those of the Jews. 
Obviously, however, during the seven hundred years between Moses and Josiah, the Jews had innumerable copies of the Torah. As shown, it was their most treasured possession. The Torah is also referred to throughout the Hebrew Bible. For instance, in the same book chronicling the discovery of this scroll, Deuteronomy 24:16 is quoted verbatim with regard to Amaziah: 
II Chronicles 25:3--4 
Now it came to pass when the kingdom was established unto [Amaziah] that he killed his servants who had slain the king, his father. But he did not put their children to death; rather, he did according to that which is written in the Law in the Book of Moses, as the L--rd commanded, saying: “Fathers shall not die for children, nor shall children die for fathers; but a man shall die for his sin.” 
CHAPTER 4 
THE ONENESS OF G--D 
Genesis 1:1 
In the beginning G--d (Elokim) created the heavens and the earth. 
In the Hebrew Bible, G--d is called by several Names, each denoting a different attribute (mercy, strictness, anger, etc.). By knowing what each Name signifies, one can fathom the Divine intention of a given verse. For instance: 
Exodus 6:2--3 
And G--d [Elokim] spoke to Moses, and said to him: “I am the L--rd [A--noy]. And I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as G--d Al--mighty [Kel Shad--i], but by My Name A--noy, I was not known to them.” 
Elokim is the only plural Name of G--d in the Hebrew Bible. Lest this Name be mistranslated as G--ds, however, the Hebrew Bible states that Kel (a singular Name of G--d) created the universe: 
Isaiah 42:5 
Thus says G--d [Kel], the L--rd, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread forth the earth.... 
Elokim signifies G--d as the Supreme Judge over all creation. Likewise, a human judge is also called elohim: 
Exodus 7:1 
And the L--rd said to Moses: “See, I have made you a judge [elohim] against Pharaoh; and Aaron, your brother, shall be your prophet.” 
I Samuel 28:12--13 
And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice....and the woman said to Saul, “I saw a god--like being [elohim] ascending out of the earth.” 
It is not uncommon in Hebrew for plural words to have singular meanings. For example: 
Genesis 3:22 
...lest [Adam] put forth his hand and take also of the tree of life [hayim], and eat and live forever. 
Hayim, a plural noun, means life, not lives. 
Genesis 24:13 
Behold, I stand by the well of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water [mayim]. 
Mayim, a plural noun, means water, not waters. 
Exodus 33:11 
And the L--rd spoke to Moses face to face [panim el panim].... 
Panim, a plural noun, means face, not faces. 
Furthermore, in the original Hebrew, all the verbs and pronouns referring to Elokim in the creation story are singular: 
Genesis 1:1 
In the beginning G--d created the heavens and the earth. 
Genesis 1:3 
And G--d said: “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
Genesis 1:5 
And G--d called the light “day,” and the darkness He called “night”.... 
Genesis 1:7 
And G--d made the firmament.... 
Genesis 1:27 
So G--d created man in His own image, in the image of G--d He created him; male and female He created them. 
Genesis 2:2 
And by the seventh day G--d finished His work which He had done; and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 
Certain words pertaining to Elokim appear in both plural and singular forms: 
1. 
Genesis 35:7 
And he [Jacob] built an altar there, and called the place Kel Beth Kel because there G--d appeared to him.... 
“Appeared” is in the plural, niglu. 
Genesis 35:9 
And G--d appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan--Aram, and blessed him. 
“Appeared” is in the singular, vayera. 
2. 
Joshua 24:19 
And Joshua said to the people: “You cannot serve the L--rd, for He is a holy G--d....” 
“Holy” is in the plural, kedoshim, even though “He” is singular. 
I Samuel 6:20 
And the men of Beth Shemesh said: “Who can stand before the L--rd, this holy G--d, and to whom shall [the Ark] go up from us?” 
“Holy” is in the singular, kadosh. 
3. 
Psalms 58:12 
...there is a G--d Who judges on earth. 
“Judges” is in the plural, shofetim, even though “is” is singular. 
Psalms 82:8 
Arise, O G--d, judge the earth.... 
“Judge” is in the singular, shoftah (as is “arise,” kumah). 
4. 
Jeremiah 10:10 
...He is the living G--d and the everlasting King.... 
“Living” is in the plural, hayim. 
II Kings 19:16 
...hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to taunt the living G--d. 
“Living” is in the singular, hai. 
Yet Elokim is always used with a definite singular intent: 
Exodus 3:14 
And G--d said to Moses: “I am that I am”.... 
Joshua 2:11 
…for the L--rd, your G--d, is G--d in heaven above and on earth below. 
I Kings 18:39 
And when all the people saw, they fell on their faces and said: “The L--rd, He is G--d; the L--rd, He is G--d.” 
Psalms 46:11 
“Be still and know that I am G--d; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted on earth.” 
Isaiah 37:15--16 
And Hezekiah prayed before the L--rd, saying: “O L--rd of hosts, G--d of Israel, Who sits upon the cherubs, You are G--d, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; You have made heaven and earth.” 
Despite these and countless other proof texts, missionaries insist on interpreting the Name Elokim as “G--ds,” thus “proving” the trinity. 


Isaiah 48:16 
…now the L--rd, G--d, has sent me, and His spirit. 
After delivering stern admonitions to the people, the prophet Isaiah warns them that he is speaking not of his own volition but as a messenger of G--d, under His influence. The Hebrew Bible calls this influence “spirit.” 
G--d's spirit imbues His prophets with clairvoyance, courage, and the ability to decipher complex Divine messages: 
Genesis 41:38 
And Pharaoh said to his servants: “Can we find such a one as [Joseph], a man in whom the spirit of G--d is?” 
Numbers 11:25 
And the L--rd came down in a cloud and spoke to [Moses], and took of the spirit that was upon him and placed it upon the seventy elders; and it came to pass that when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, but they did not continue. 
I Samuel 10:6 
And the spirit of the L--rd will come mightily upon you [Saul], and you shall prophesy with them and be transformed into another man. 
Just as G--d can cause His spirit of holiness to rest on an individual, He can influence someone in the opposite direction: 
Judges 9:23 
And G--d sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem…. 
I Samuel 18:10 
And it came to pass on the morrow that an evil spirit from G--d came mightily upon Saul, and he raved within his house while David was playing the lyre, as he did day by day. 
Yet missionaries claim that the “me” in our verse under discussion represents Jesus, the “spirit” is the “holy ghost,” and “the L--rd, G--d” makes it a trinity! Besides the obvious absurdity of asserting that Jesus—not Isaiah—spoke these words, this interpretation contradicts another alleged proof of the trinity: “Hear, O Israel: the L--rd our G--d, the L--rd is One” (Deuteronomy 6:4). For in this verse, missionaries contend that L--rd, G--d, and L--rd are three separate entities, whereas in the verse under discussion they agree that L--rd and G--d are One! 


Genesis 18:1--2 
The L--rd appeared to [Abraham] in the plains of Mamre, while he was sitting at the door of the tent in the heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and saw and behold, three men were standing over him.... 
These three “men” were angels, for after they departed from Abraham we read: 
Genesis 19:15 
And when the morning arose, the angels hastened Lot.... 
Therefore, Abraham called their leader “L--rd”:115 
Genesis 18:2--3 
...and he saw and ran from the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to the ground. And he said: “My L--rd, if I have found favor in your sight, please do not pass by your servant.” 
As Abraham spoke with this chief angel, the other two angels departed for Sodom: 
Genesis 18:20--22 
Then the L--rd said: “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and their sin is very grave, I will go down to see whether they have done according to its outcry which has come to Me; and if not, I will know.” So the men turned from there and went to Sodom, while Abraham was still standing before the L--rd. 
Genesis 19:1 
And the two angels came to Sodom in the evening; and Lot was sitting at the gate of Sodom.... 
Although the Hebrew Bible states that the three “men” were angels, missionaries say they were G--d appearing as the trinity. However, G--d and the angels were clearly separate entities: 
Genesis 19:13 
“...for we [angels] are about to destroy this place, because their outcry has become great before the L--rd, and the L--rd has sent us to destroy it.” 


Wherever G--d employs the term “us” in the Hebrew Bible, He is referring to Himself and His angels, who act as His heavenly court: 
Job 33:23--24 
If there be for him an angel, one intercessor among a thousand to declare to man his uprightness; then He is gracious to him, and says: “Deliver him from going down to the pit; I have found a ransom.” 
Daniel 4:14 
The matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the sentence by the word of the holy ones…. 
“Watchers” and “holy ones” are angels, as we see elsewhere: 
Daniel 4:10 
I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and behold, a watcher and a holy one came down from heaven. 
Zechariah 14:5 
…and the L--rd, my G--d, shall come, and all the holy ones with You. 
The prophet Daniel envisioned G--d presiding over a court of angels (as always, visions depict conceptual truths—all physical attributes are only metaphorical): 
Daniel 7:9--10 
I beheld till thrones were thrown down, and the Ancient of Days did sit, Whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head like the pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, and its wheels burning fire. A stream of fire issued and came forth from before Him; a thousand thousands served Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him; they sat in judgment, and books were opened. 
“Thrones” is in the plural to symbolize both harsh and lenient verdicts. These verdicts are then recorded in “books” containing all mankind's merits and sins. These “books” are also spoken of elsewhere: 
Psalms 69:29 
Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous. 
Daniel 12:1 
…and at that time your people shall be delivered, every one who shall be found written in the book. 


Isaiah 6:8 
And I heard the voice of the L--rd saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”.... 
Isaiah heard G--d asking His angels this question, for he was also envisioning a heavenly court in session: 
Isaiah 6:1--2 
The year King Uzziah died, I saw the L--rd sitting upon a throne high and borne aloft, and His train filled the Temple. Above Him stood the seraphim [angels]; each one had six wings; with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 


Genesis 3:22 
Then the L--rd, G--d, said: “Behold the man has become as one of us, knowing good and evil….” 
Here, also, G--d was addressing His court of angels, for immediately afterward we read what action the court took against Adam: 
Genesis 3:24 
He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He placed the cherubs, and the flaming swords, which turned every way, guarding the way to the tree of life. 
It is written that “He drove out” and “He placed,” and not they, because the final action was taken by G--d alone. Similarly: 
1. 
Genesis 1:26 
And G--d said: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness....” 
Genesis 1:27 
So G--d created man in His own image, in the image of G--d He created him; male and female He created them. 
Isaiah 45:12 
I have made the earth and created man upon it; I, even My hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded. 
2. 
Genesis 11:6--7 
And the L--rd said: “…Come, let us go down and confound their language there, that they may not understand one another's speech.” 
Genesis 11:8 
So the L--rd scattered them abroad from there upon the face of all the earth; and they ceased to build the city. 
Even though all of the above italicized verbs in the original Hebrew are singular, missionaries maintain that the term “us” is to be understood as G--d speaking to Jesus and the “holy ghost.” 
Yet the Hebrew Bible insists that G--d is One, Unique and Alone: 
Deuteronomy 4:39 
…know, therefore, this day, and consider it in your heart, that the L--rd is G--d in heaven above and on earth beneath; there is none else. 
Deuteronomy 32:39 
See now that I, even I, am He, and there is no G--d besides Me.… 
Isaiah 40:25 
“To whom then will you liken Me, that I will be equal?” says the Holy One. 
Isaiah 43:10 
...before Me no G--d was formed, neither shall any be after Me. 
Isaiah 44:6 
...I am the First, and I am the Last, and besides Me there is no G--d. 
Isaiah 44:24 
…I am the L--rd, Who makes all things; Who stretched forth the heavens alone; Who spread abroad the earth by Myself. 
Isaiah 45:18 
For thus says the L--rd, Who created the heavens…“I am the L--rd and there is none else.” 
The New Testament itself precludes the possibility of Jesus being part of an eternal trinity, for it states that he was created: 
Colossians 1:15 
[Jesus] is the image of the invisible G--d, the first born of all creation.... 
Quite shockingly, the New Testament depicts not Jesus but Melchizedek, the king of Salem in the time of Abraham (Genesis 14:18), as an eternal divine being: 
Hebrews 7:3 
He is without father, without mother, without genealogy, and has neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of G--d, he continues a priest forever. 
According to the New Testament then, this king would make a better candidate for the trinity. After all: 
Melchizedek is without father or mother, whereas everyone agrees that Jesus had a mother. 
Melchizedek had no ancestors, whereas Jesus was supposedly descended from King David (Matthew 1:1--16). 
Melchizedek is said to have had no origin, existing eternally whereas Jesus had a beginning when he was created. 
This is not the only surprising statement in the New Testament. For example: 
Matthew 27:51--53 
And behold, the curtain of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom; and the earth shook, and the rocks were split; and the tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep arose, and came out of the tombs after his resurrection, and went into the holy city and appeared to many. 
Had this event actually occurred, every nation's chronicles would be filled with awe--inspiring, detailed descriptions of the attendant hysteria and happiness as countless people rose from the dead and reunited with their families and friends. Yet aside from this passage in the New Testament, silence is all that has been handed down to us. 
Mathew 2:16 
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under,... 
Again, a holocaust of such dimensions involving untold numbers of innocent babies and infants would not have gone unreported by the Talmudic sages, Josephus and the other ancient historians.  Even the book of Luke, which also discusses the infancy of Jesus says nothing of it.  The reason for this is that it did not happen.  See page 165. 
CHAPTER 5 
THE INVISIBLE G--D 
I Kings 22:19 
And [Micaiah] said: “Therefore, hear the word of the L--rd; I saw the L--rd sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by Him on His right and on His left.” 
Amos 9:1 
I saw the L--rd standing beside the altar.... 
Isaiah 6:1 
The year King Uzziah died, I saw the L--rd sitting upon a throne high and borne aloft, and His train filled the Temple. 
G--d is an eternal spiritual Being with absolutely no limitations or physicality. This universe is within Him, as a thought is within one's mind. Therefore, it is impossible to see G--d. When the Hebrew Bible says that G--d was seen, it always means that a vision was granted, as G--d Himself explains: 
Hosea 12:11 
I [G--d] have also spoken to the prophets, and I have multiplied visions; and by the ministry of the prophets have I used similitude[s]. 
Likewise, when describing G--d, the Hebrew Bible employs anthropomorphisms (walking, seeing, fingers, etc.). Otherwise it would be impossible to relate to Him at all: 
Job 36:26 
Behold, G--d is great and we know Him not; the number of His years is unsearchable. 
To improve our understanding [of G--d], we describe Him in terms of His creations.116 
The Torah speaks in the language of man.117 
Imposing physicality on G--d would limit Him to a defined space. Thus, the universe would have to be outside of Him. Yet the Hebrew Bible states that G--d fills all of creation, with no place devoid of His presence: 
Joshua 2:11 
...for the L--rd, your G--d, is G--d in heaven above and on earth below. 
I Kings 8:27 
For will G--d indeed dwell on earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You; how much less this House that I [Solomon] have built! 
Jeremiah 23:24 
“Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him?” says the L--rd. “Do I not fill heaven and earth?” says the L--rd. 
Isaiah 6:3 
And one [angel] called to another, and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the L--rd of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory.” 


Exodus 24:9--10 
Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up. And they saw the G--d of Israel; and under His feet was a kind of pavement of sapphire stone, as clear as the very heaven. 
Deuteronomy 5:4 
The L--rd spoke with you [the Jews] face to face in the mountain out of the midst of the fire. 
In both these descriptions of the Torah being given on Mount Sinai, the Jewish people beheld a vision but G--d was not actually seen: 
Deuteronomy 4:12 
And the L--rd spoke to you out of the midst of the fire; you heard the voice of the words, but you saw no form—only a voice. 
Deuteronomy 4:15--16 
Guard your souls greatly, for you saw no manner of form on the day that the L--rd spoke to you at Horeb [Sinai] out of the midst of the fire. Beware lest you act corruptly by making a graven image for yourselves in the form of any figure, the likeness of male or female. 


Genesis 16:13 
And [Hagar] called the Name of the L--rd Who spoke to her, “You are a G--d Who sees me,” for she said: “Have I even here seen Him Who sees me?” 
It is clear from the narrative that angels had spoken to her, and that it was they—not G--d—who had appeared to her: 
Genesis 16:7 
The angel of the L--rd found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain on the way to Shur. 
Genesis 16:9--11 
The angel of the L--rd said to her: “Return to your mistress and submit to her.” And the angel of the L--rd said to her: “I will so greatly multiply your descendants [that] they will be too numerous to count.” And the angel of the L--rd said to her: “Behold, you are with child, and shall bear a son; you shall call his name Ishmael because the L--rd has heard your affliction.” 
The Hebrew word “malach” means both “messenger” and “angel” because an angel is a messenger of G--d. Since a messenger is an extension of whoever sends him, an angel is often synonymous with G--d: 
Exodus 23:20--21 
Behold, I am sending an angel before you [the Jews], to protect you on the way, and to bring you to the place I have prepared. Obey him and listen to his voice; be not rebellious against him; for he will not pardon your transgression, for My Name is in him. 
Because G--d's Name is in the angel, it is tantamount to saying that G--d Himself will not pardon their transgressions. Similarly: 
1. 
The angels sent to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah said: 
Genesis 19:13 
For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against its people has become great before the L--rd, and the L--rd has sent us to destroy it. 
However, it was G--d Who destroyed these cities: 
Genesis 19:24--25 
Then the L--rd rained down upon Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the L--rd out of heaven. And He overthrew those cities and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and whatever grew on the ground. 
2. 
Genesis 22:15--16 
And the angel of the L--rd called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said: “By Myself have I sworn, says the L--rd….” 
3. 
Judges 6:12 
And the angel of the L--rd appeared to [Gideon] and said to him: “The L--rd is with you, you mighty man of valor.” 
Immediately thereafter, this angel is called “L--rd”: 
Judges 6:14 
And the L--rd turned toward him and said: “Go in this might of yours, and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian; do I not send you?” 
And immediately after that, it is called an angel again: 
Judges 6:20 
And the angel of the L--rd said to him…. 
4. 
Exodus 3:2 
And the angel of the L--rd appeared to [Moses] in a flame of fire out of the midst of the bush; and he looked, and lo, the bush burned with fire, yet it was not consumed. 
We then read: 
Exodus 3:4 
When the L--rd saw that he turned aside to see, G--d called to him out of the bush: “Moses, Moses,” and he said: “Here I am.” 
5. 
Exodus 13:21 
The L--rd went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. 
Exodus 14:19 
Then the angel of G--d, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them. 


Genesis 32:25, 29, 31 
And Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 
And he said: “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with G--d and with men and have prevailed.” 
So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: “For I have seen G--d face to face, and my life has been saved!” 
The prophet Hosea confirms that Jacob was wrestling not with a man but with an angel: 
Hosea 12:5 
And [Jacob] strove with an angel and prevailed; he wept and sought his favor.... 
Frequently, the Hebrew Bible interchanges the terms “angel” and “man” because angels appear in human form. For example: 
1. 
Daniel 9:21 
...while I [Daniel] was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, came to me in swift flight at the time of the evening sacrifice. 
Gabriel is a chief angel. 
2. 
Joshua 5:13--14 
When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man stood before him, his drawn sword in his hand; and Joshua went to him and said to him: “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?” And he said: “No, but as commander of the army of the L--rd I have now come,” and Joshua fell on his face toward the ground and bowed down.... 
This “commander” was an angel. 
3. 
Samson's conception was heralded by an angel: 
Judges 13:3 
And the angel of the L--rd appeared to the woman.... 
This angel appeared as a man: 
Judges 13:6 
Then the woman came and told her husband, saying: “A man of G--d came to me, and his countenance was like the countenance of an angel of G--d, very awesome....” 
Thereafter, the angel reappeared in the form of a man: 
Judges 13:10--11 
And the woman ran in haste and told her husband and said to him: “Behold, the man who came to me the other day has appeared to me.” And Manoah arose and went after his wife, and he came to the man and said to him: “Are you the man who spoke to this woman?” And he said: “I am.” 
However, when they saw the angel ascend to heaven in a flame of fire, we read: 
Judges 13:21--22 
...then Manoah knew that he was the angel of the L--rd. And Manoah said to his wife: “We shall surely die because we have seen G--d.” 
To bolster their claim that Jesus was G--d incarnate, missionaries maintain that G--d actually appeared in human form in all these verses under discussion. But even the New Testament discounts this hypothesis: 
John 1:18 
No one has ever seen G--d; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made Him known. 
I Timothy 6:15--16 
...this will be made manifest at the proper time by the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and L--rd of lords, Who alone has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, Whom no man has ever seen or can see. 
Thus, even Christians will have to agree that G--d was never seen by anyone. 
CHAPTER 6 
THE “SON OF G--D” MYTH 
Proverbs 30:1--4 
The words of Agur, the son of Jakeh; the burden. The man says to Ithiel, to Ithiel and Ucal: “Surely I am too stupid to be a man, I have not learned wisdom, that I should have the knowledge of the Holy One. 
Who has ascended up into heaven, and descended? 
Who has gathered the wind in his fists? 
Who has bound the waters in a garment? 
Who has established all the ends of the earth? 
What is his name, and what is his son's name, if you know?” 
Agur is simply stating that for someone to understand the infinite ways of G--d, he would have to be a god himself, capable of supernatural feats. 
If his friend would claim to know such a man, Agur then asks for his name and—for further identification—his son's name. 
Agur could not have been referring to G--d, for then the question “What is his name?” would undoubtedly be absurd. Does any adult not know the Creator's Name in his own language? However, even if one insists that G--d is indeed the subject, then there are several candidates for the position of “son” : 
King Solomon: 
I Chronicles 22:9--10 
Behold, a son shall be born to you [David],...his name shall be Solomon....He shall build a house for My Name; he shall be a son to Me, and I will be a Father to him, and I will establish his royal throne in Israel forever. 
Angels: 
Job 1:6 
Now there was a day when the sons of G--d came to present themselves before the L--rd, and Satan also came among them. 
King David: 
Psalms 2:7 
I [David] will tell of the decree of the L--rd: He said to me, “You are My son; today I have begotten you.” 
Israel: 
Exodus 4:22 
And you shall say to Pharaoh: Thus says the L--rd: “Israel is My son, My firstborn.” 
Hosea 11:1 
When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son. 
None of the above is a “son of G--d” in the familial sense. Each merely enjoyed a special relationship to G--d, like those called “sons” in the New Testament: 
Matthew 5:9 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of G--d. 
Luke 3:38 
...the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of G--d. 
This was also the original intention of calling Jesus the “son of G--d.” However, the fathers of Christianity soon resorted to a literal interpretation of this term in order to compete with the other “god--men” religions of the time (see chapter 2). The following incident reflects the original connotation of the phrase: 
When Jesus was twelve years old, he was missing for three days. When his parents finally found him in the Temple, he asked them: 
Luke 2:49--50 
...“How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's House?” And they did not understand the saying which he spoke to them. 
If angels had really informed Mary and Joseph that a “son of G--d” would be born to them—as we are told in Luke 1:26--35 and Matthew 1:20--21—why did they not understand his question? 


Jeremiah 23:5--6 
“Behold, the days are coming,” says the L--rd, “when I will raise up for David a righteous branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will dwell safely, and this is the name by which he will be called: `The L--rd is our righteousness.' ” 
In the previous chapter, we saw that G--d's Name is conferred upon angels. It is also incorporated in the names of people: 
Genesis 16:11 
And the angel of the L--rd said to [Hagar]: “Behold, you are with child and shall bear a son, and you shall call his name Ishmael, [literally, “G--d hears”] because the L--rd has heard your affliction.” 
Genesis 32:29 
And [the angel] said: “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel [literally, “he who strives with G--d”], for you have striven with G--d and with men, and have prevailed.” 
II Kings 24:17 
And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah [literally, “gift of the L--rd”], his father's brother, king in his place, and changed his name to Zedekiah [literally, “my righteousness is the L--rd”]. 
Similarly: 
Genesis 22:14 
And Abraham called the name of that place: “The L--rd sees”.... 
Exodus 17:15 
And Moses built an altar and called the name of it: “The L--rd is my banner.” 
Ezekiel 48:35 
The circumference [of Jerusalem] shall be eighteen thousand cubits, and the name of the city shall henceforth be: “The L--rd is there.” 
Whenever G--d's Name is conferred upon someone or something, it is to remind one of its particular significance. Thus, the Messiah's title, “The L--rd is our righteousness,” reminds us that all the justice and piety of the Messianic Era will emanate from G--d. This message is so important that Jerusalem will bear the same name: 
Jeremiah 33:15--16 
In those days and at that time, I will cause an offshoot of righteousness to spring forth for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days, Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell safely, and this is the name by which it will be called: “The L--rd is our righteousness.” 
Missionaries claim that the verse under discussion is referring to Jesus, whom they say is “The L--rd.” Yet Jesus was not a king “executing justice and righteousness,” nor did he save the tribe of Judah from Roman persecution; in fact, he himself was a victim: 
Matthew 27:30--31 
And they spat upon him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe, and put his own clothes on him, and led him away to crucify him. 


Isaiah 9:5--6 
For to us a child has been born, to us a son has been given, and the government is upon his shoulder, and he called his name “Wonderful in Counsel, Mighty G--d, the Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” That the government may be increased and that there be no end to the peace upon the throne of David and upon his kingdom, to establish and uphold it through justice and righteousness from now and forever—may the zeal of the L--rd of hosts perform this. 
This child was Hezekiah, who inherited the throne from his father, King Ahaz. Hence, the verse states that “the government is upon his shoulder,” in the present, not that it “will be” in the future. Likewise, his reign extends “from now and forever,” with the Hebrew word olam (forever) not to be taken literally (see pp. 139--140). “No end to the peace” is also to be understood figuratively, as it is used elsewhere: 
Ecclesiastes 4:8 
...and there is no end to all his toil.... 
Isaiah 2:7 
Their land is full of silver and gold—there is no end to their treasures; their land is full of horses—there is no end to their chariots. 
Hezekiah and his kingdom of Judah were threatened with imminent invasion by the Assyrian army: 
Isaiah 8:7--8 
Now therefore, behold, the L--rd is bringing up against them the waters of the river, mighty and many—[namely] the king of Assyria and all his glory—and it will rise over all its channels and overflow all its banks. And it will sweep on into Judah.... 
When the Assyrians were encamped outside the gates of Jerusalem, G--d intervened: 
Isaiah 37:36 
And the angel of the L--rd went forth and killed 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians, and when the men arose early in the morning, behold, [Assyria was] all dead corpses. 
The effect of this miracle is spoken of earlier: 
Isaiah 9:1 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them has the light shined. 
In the verse under discussion, the Divine attributes contained within Hezekiah's name allude to G--d and to this awesome miracle: 
“Wonderful in Counsel”—G--d's counsel to Hezekiah was reassuring and prophetic: 
Isaiah 37:6--7 
...thus says the L--rd: “Be not afraid of the words you have heard, that the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. Behold, I will put a spirit in him, and he shall hear a rumor and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.” 
“Mighty G--d”—G--d's might prevailed against the massive Assyrian army. 
“Everlasting Father”—G--d prolonged Hezekiah's life: 
Isaiah 38:4--5 
Then the word of the L--rd came to Isaiah, saying: “Go and say to Hezekiah: Thus says the L--rd, the G--d of David, your father: I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; behold, I will add fifteen years to your life.” 
Indeed, it is written “and he called his name,” not “and he called his names,” for only “Prince of Peace”118 applied to Hezekiah, symbolizing the peace enjoyed by the nation after the destruction of the Assyrian army, as Hezekiah anticipated: 
Isaiah 39:8 
Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah: “The word of the L--rd that you have spoken is good,” for he thought, “There will be peace and truth in my days.” 
In conclusion: 
Isaiah chapter 7 focuses on Hezekiah's father, King Ahaz; Isaiah chapter 8 speaks about the imminent Assyrian invasion; and Isaiah chapter 9 about the miraculous rescue of Hezekiah and his kingdom from the Assyrian army. 
Missionaries claim that the child in the verse under discussion is Jesus and the Divine attributes are describing him. However, the original Hebrew uses the past perfect tense (“to us a child has been born, to us a son has been given”), the past (“and he called his name”), and, as pointed out, the present, whereas if Jesus, who lived seven hundred years later, was this child, then the future tense would have been used. 
It is also interesting to note that Jesus never proclaimed himself Divine, nor did he instruct his followers to worship him. It is obvious that he knew himself to be nothing more than a mere mortal being: 
Matthew 24:36 
But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 
Mark 10:17--18 
And as [Jesus] was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him: “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him: “Why do you call me good? No one is good but G--d alone.” 
Mark 10:40 
...but to sit at my [Jesus'] right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared. 
Mark 14:36 
And [Jesus] said: “Abba, Father, all things are possible to You; remove this cup from me; yet not what I will, but what You will.” 
Mark 15:34 
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice: “E--li, E--li, lama sabachthani?” which means “My G--d, my G--d, why have You forsaken me?” 


Malachi 3:1 
“Behold, I send My messenger, and he shall clear the way before Me; and the L--rd, Whom you seek, will suddenly come to His Temple; and the messenger of the covenant, whom you delight in, behold, he is coming,” says the L--rd of hosts. 
This “messenger of the covenant” was Elijah the prophet, as Malachi continues: 
Malachi 3:23--24 
Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the L--rd. And he shall turn the heart of the fathers unto their children, and the heart of the children unto their fathers.... 
Elijah is destined to usher in the Messianic Era, at which time the Third Temple will be the center of religious worship, as alluded to in this verse: 
Malachi 3:4 
Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant to the L--rd, as in the days of old, and as in ancient years. 
The New Testament claims that this messenger was Jesus' cousin, John the Baptist, who was reincarnated as Elijah to prepare the way for him: 
Matthew 11:7, 10 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John....“This is he of whom it is written: `Behold, I send My messenger before your face, who shall prepare your way before you.' ” 
When asked, however, John denied being Elijah: 
John 1:21 
And they asked him: “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said: “I am not,” “Are you the prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
Moreover, nowhere in the New Testament does John even attempt to reunite fathers and children. Like Jesus, he was convicted of conspiring against the Roman state and executed as a common criminal: 
Mark 6:27--28 
And immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard and gave orders to bring his head. He went and beheaded him in the prison and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl [Herodias]; and the girl gave it to her mother. 


Psalms 110:1 
...the L--rd says to my lord: “Sit at My right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
Here David is repeating G--d's promise concerning Abraham's victory over the four kingdoms (Genesis chapter 14). After this war, Melchizedek hailed the returning hero and blessed him: 
Genesis 14:18--19 
And Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine; and he was a priest of the Supreme G--d. And he blessed him, and said: “Blessed be Abram by the Supreme G--d, Maker of heaven and earth; and blessed be the Supreme G--d, Who  has delivered your enemies into your hand.” 
David alludes to this blessing later in the Psalm under discussion: 
Psalms 110:4 
The L--rd has sworn, and will not recant: “You [Abraham] are a priest forever, after the manner of Melchizedek.” 
Referring specifically to Abraham's miraculous victory, he declares: 
Psalms 110:5 
The L--rd is at your right hand, He has shattered119 kings on the day of His wrath. 
To make it appear as if G--d is here promising that Jesus' enemies will be conquered, the authors of the New Testament boldly misquoted our verse under discussion to: 
Mark 12:36 
The L--rd said to my Lord…. 
Thus, giving the impression that one Divine Being (G--d) is here promising another “divine” being (Jesus) that his enemies will be conquered! 
In Hebrew, unlike in English, there are two separate words for “L--rd” and “lord”: A--noy and adoni (literally, “my lord”). The latter appears in the following verses: 
Genesis 23:6 
Hear us, my lord [Abraham]; you are a mighty prince among us…. 
I Kings 1:2 
Therefore his servants said to [David]: “Let there be sought for my lord, the king, a young virgin....” 
I Kings 1:17 
And she said to [David]: “My lord, you swore by the L--rd, your G--d, to your handmaid: `Surely Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne.' ” 


Isaiah 29:18 
On that day the deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind shall see. 
In context, this verse refers to spiritual deafness and blindness: 
Isaiah 29:9--11 
Stupefy yourselves and be stupefied; blind yourselves and be blind; be drunk but not with wine; stagger but not with strong drink! For the L--rd has poured out upon you a spirit of deep sleep, and has closed your eyes, the prophets, and covered your heads, the seers. And the vision of all this has become for you like the words of a sealed book…. 
Isaiah 29:14 
…for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the discernment of their discerning men shall be hidden. 
Isaiah 29:24 
And those who err in spirit will come to understanding, and those who murmur will accept instruction. 
Isaiah speaks in a similar fashion elsewhere: 
Isaiah 42:18--20 
Hear, O deaf, and look, O blind, that you may see. Who is blind but My servant, or as deaf as My messenger whom I send? Who is as blind as he who is perfect, or as blind as the servant of the L--rd? He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does not hear. 
Obviously, the verse under discussion is not a prophecy of Jesus's alleged healing powers, as missionaries assert. 
CHAPTER 7 
THE L--RD'S ANOINTED 
Isaiah 43:3 
For I am the L--rd, your G--d, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I have given Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba instead of you. 
Isaiah 45:15 
Truly, You are a G--d Who hides Yourself, O G--d of Israel, the Savior. 
Isaiah 60:16 
You shall suck the milk of the nations, and you shall suck the breast of kings; and you shall know that I, the L--rd, am your Savior, and the Mighty One of Jacob is your Redeemer. 
Jeremiah 14:8 
O Hope of Israel, its Savior in time of trouble.... 
These verses state unequivocally that although G--d employs emissaries to come to our physical and spiritual aid, He Himself is the Ultimate Savior and Redeemer of the Jewish people: 
Isaiah 45:17 
But Israel is saved by the L--rd with everlasting salvation; you shall not be ashamed or confounded for all eternity. 
However, one should not confuse the following Hebrew terms: 
Goel — Redeemer 
Moshia — Savior 
Moshiach — Messiah 
We are concerned only with the title “Messiah,” which Jews and Christians agree will be applied to the Promised One. In the Hebrew Bible, “moshiach” always means “anointed”: 
Psalms 18:51 
He gives His king great salvation and shows mercy to His anointed, to David, and to his seed, forevermore. 
Isaiah 45:1 
Thus says the L--rd to His anointed, to Cyrus…. 
“Messiah” and “anointed” are synonymous because the Messiah will be an anointed king. In fact, in the Biblical period anointing was used to consecrate all sacred officials: 
High priests: 
Leviticus 21:10 
And the priest that is highest among his brethren, upon whose head the anointing oil is poured, and who has been consecrated to put on the garments…. 
Prophets: 
I Kings 19:15--16 
And the L--rd said to [Elijah], “….Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel--meholah, you shall anoint as prophet in your place.” 
Kings: 
II Kings 9:6 
And [the prophet] arose and went into the house; and he poured the oil on [Jehu's] head and said to him: “Thus says the L--rd, the G--d of Israel: I have anointed you king over the people of the L--rd, over Israel.” 
Missionaries use the verses with which we began this chapter to “prove” that the Messiah is G--d Himself in the person of Jesus. When reading the following passages, it is important to remember that he was never anointed, as he himself admitted: 
Luke 7:46 
You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 


Psalms 2:1--2 
Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples muttering in vain? The kings of the earth have stood up and rulers have taken counsel together against the L--rd, and against His anointed. 
This passage appears in Acts 4:25--26 in reference to Jesus. Yet King David, the writer of this Psalm, was this anointed king: 
Psalms 89:21--22 
I have found David, My servant; with My holy oil have I anointed him. So that My hand shall ever abide with him, My arm also shall strengthen him. 
The Hebrew Bible records that kings and rulers constantly took counsel against King David: 
II Samuel 5:17 
When the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the Philistines went up in search of David; but David heard of it and went down to the stronghold. 
II Samuel 8:3 
David also defeated Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to restore his power at the river Euphrates. 
This continuation of the Psalm under discussion further illustrates that David was speaking on his own behalf: 
1. 
Psalms 2:7 
I will tell of the decree of the L--rd; He said to me: “You are My son; today I have begotten you.” 
By changing “son” to “Son,” the New Testament quotes this verse as if G--d were speaking to Jesus (Acts 13:33)! Yet David is the “son” here: 
Psalms 89:20, 27--28 
Then You spoke in a vision to Your pious ones….“[David] shall call to Me: You are my Father, my G--d, and the Rock of my salvation. I also will appoint him firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.” 
2. 
Psalms 2:8 
Ask of Me and I will give the nations for your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for your possession. 
After many wars, this promise to David was indeed fulfilled: 
II Samuel 7:1 
Now when the king [David] dwelt in his house, and the L--rd had given him rest from all his enemies round about…. 
I Chronicles 14:17 
And the fame of David went out into all lands; and the L--rd brought the fear of him upon all nations. 


Psalms 28:1--4 
A Psalm of David: To You, O L--rd, I call; my Rock, be not deaf to me; lest You be silent to me and I become like those who go down to the pit. Hear the voice of my supplications as I cry to You for help, as I lift up my hands toward Your holy Sanctuary. Draw me not away with the wicked, and with evildoers who speak peace with their neighbors while mischief is in their hearts. Give them according to their deeds, and according to the evil of their endeavors, give them after the work of their hands; render to them what they deserve. 
As David's own words reveal immediately before this last verse, he is speaking on his own behalf. 
The anointed King David concludes: 
Psalms 28:6, 8 
Blessed be the L--rd, because He has heard the voice of my supplications....The L--rd is a strength to them [Israel], and He is the stronghold of salvation for His anointed. 
Missionaries claim that Jesus is here asking for vengeance upon his enemies. However, in the New Testament he asks for forgiveness, not vengeance: 
Luke 23:34 
And Jesus said: “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do”.... 


Isaiah 61:1 
The spirit of the L--rd, G--d, is upon me, because the L--rd has anointed me to bring good tidings to the humble; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty for the captives and the opening of the prison for them that are bound. 
Isaiah, an anointed prophet, was speaking about himself. He fulfilled the Divine mission described here, in part, by foretelling the great events of the Messianic Era: 
Isaiah 61:4--6 
[The Jewish people] shall rebuild the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the ravages of many generations. And strangers shall stand and pasture your sheep, and foreigners shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers. And you shall be called “priests of the L--rd”; men shall call you “ministers of our G--d”; you shall eat the wealth of the nations, and in their riches you shall glory. 
Although these Messianic prophecies remained unfulfilled throughout Jesus' life, the New Testament depicts him reading this verse under discussion in a synagogue in his hometown and concluding: 
Luke 4:21 
Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. 
Jesus then declared the congregants unworthy of seeing him perform miracles. Angered by his Messianic pretense, his neighbors tried to kill him: 
Luke 4:28--30 
When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up and put him out of the city, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they might throw him down headlong. But passing through the midst of them he went away. 
This hostility toward Jesus resurfaces elsewhere: 
John 10:31 
The Jews took up stones again to stone him. 
John 10:39 
Again they tried to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands. 
These verses reveal to us the real Jesus: a man who was despised by those who knew him best! Even his closest disciples deserted him at the first sign of trouble: 
Matthew 26:56 
…then all the disciples forsook him, and fled. 


Daniel 9:24--27 
Seventy weeks are decreed upon your people and upon your holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sin, and to atone for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal vision and prophet, and to anoint the most holy place. Know, therefore, and discern that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem until an anointed prince, there shall be seven weeks; then for sixty--two weeks,120 it shall be built again, with broad place and moat, but in troublous times. And after the sixty--two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and be no more; and the people of a prince who shall come shall destroy the city and the Sanctuary; and its end shall be with a flood; and until the end of the war, desolations are determined. And he shall make a firm covenant with many for one week; and for half the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the offering to cease…. 
To understand a passage, one must always study it in context. In the beginning of Daniel chapter  9, we find: 
Daniel 9:2 
In the first year of Darius' reign, I, Daniel, considered in the books the number of years about which the word of the L--rd came to Jeremiah the prophet, which must pass before the end of the ruins of Jerusalem, namely seventy years. 
Daniel was living in Babylon in the exile after its army destroyed Jerusalem and the First Temple. : 
II Kings 25:21 
...so Judah was carried away out of his land. 
The prophecies Daniel was considering were: 
Jeremiah 25:12 
Then after seventy years are completed, I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, says the L--rd, and I will make it an everlasting wasteland. 
Jeremiah 29:10 
For thus says the L--rd: “When seventy years are finished for Babylon, I will remember you and fulfill for you My promise and bring you back to this place.” 
Jeremiah 30:18 
Thus says the L--rd: “Behold, I will restore the captivity of Jacob's tents and have compassion on his dwellings; and the city shall be rebuilt upon its mound, and the palace shall stand on its proper place.” 
In Daniel 9:3--20 Daniel prays for the Jewish people, praising G--d and imploring Him to end the exile and rebuild the Temple and Jerusalem. He concludes: 
Daniel 9:21--23 
While I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel [an angel], whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. He made me understand, and talked with me, and said: “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you wisdom and understanding. At the beginning of your supplications, a word went forth, and I have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore, consider the word, understand the vision.” 
The angel Gabriel then explained the major events that would occur during the first 490 years after the destruction of the First Temple: 
Daniel 9:24 
Seventy weeks are decreed upon your people and upon your holy city…. 
A “week” is a seven--year period: 
Leviticus 25:8 
And you shall number seven weeks of years, seven times seven years; and there shall be to you the days of seven weeks of years, even forty--nine years. 
Therefore, “seventy weeks” equals 490 years. 
Daniel 9:24 
…to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sin, and to atone for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness…. 
During this 490--year grace period, the Jewish people could have proven its loyalty to G--d and His Torah by repenting. Had the Jews done so, the Messiah would have ushered in the Messianic Era and these blissful promises would have been fulfilled.121 Unfortunately, this opportunity was squandered. Consequently, 490 years later, the then--rebuilt Temple was destroyed and they were again exiled from the Holy Land. 
Daniel 9:24 
…and to seal vision and prophet…. 
During this 490--year period, vision and prophecy ceased with Malachi. 
Daniel 9:24 
…and to anoint the most holy place. 
This was the building of the Second Temple.122 
Daniel 9:25 
Know, therefore, and discern that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem until an anointed prince, there shall be seven weeks…. 
Seven weeks of years after the destruction of the First Temple, this anointed prince was revealed: 
Isaiah 45:1 
Thus says the L--rd to His anointed, to Cyrus…. 
When Cyrus, king of Persia, conquered Babylon, where the Jews were exiled after the destruction of the First Temple, G--d chose him to proclaim their liberty: 
Isaiah 45:13 
I have aroused Cyrus in righteousness, and I will straighten all his ways; he shall build My city and set My exiles free, neither for price nor for reward, says the L--rd of hosts. 
This prophecy was fulfilled: 
Ezra 1:1, 3 
Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order that the word of the L--rd by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the L--rd stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, king of Persia, and he made a proclamation….“Whoever there is among you of all His people, his G--d be with him and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the House of the L--rd, the G--d of Israel; He is the G--d Who is in Jerusalem.” 
Daniel 9:25 
…then for sixty--two weeks, it shall be built again, with broad place and moat, but in troublous times. 
Jerusalem endured this entire period, despite the troubles caused by the surrounding enemy nations. 
Daniel 9:26 
And after the sixty--two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and be no more…. 
This second “anointed one” was King Agrippa II of Judah.123 At the destruction of Jerusalem and the slaughter and exile of its inhabitants in 68 C.E. , his rule came to an abrupt end: 
Now the number of those that were carried captive during this whole war was 97,000; as was the number of those that died during the whole siege, 1,100,000,...124 
Daniel 9:26 
…and the people of a prince who shall come shall destroy the city and the Sanctuary…. 
Jerusalem and the Second Temple were destroyed by the Roman army, which was under the command of this third prince, Vespasian, the king of Rome.125 
Daniel 9:26 
…and its end shall be with a flood; and until the end of the war, desolations are determined. 
Jerusalem's end was like a flood.126 Compare: 
Nahum 1:8 
But with an overrunning flood, He will make a full end of its place.… 
Daniel 9:27 
And he shall make a firm covenant with many for one week; and for half the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the offering to cease.… 
Vespasian made a peace agreement with the Jewish leaders in the seventieth “week,” which concluded the total period decreed (9:24). However, the Romans violated this covenant after the first half week (three--and--a--half years)127 and prohibited sacrifices.128 
According to the Hebrew Bible, these weeks of years begin with the destruction of the First Temple. Therefore, since Jesus died about 27 C.E.129 —forty--one years (six weeks of years) before the destruction of the Second Temple—he could not have been any one of these three individuals. 
CALCULATION OF DATES 
After Creation 130 
The “70 years” prophecy 
from the destruction of the First Temple to the rebuilding of the Second Temple. 
(Jeremiah 25:12, 29:10; Daniel 9:2) 
3338131 to 3408 
70 weeks (490 years)132
from the destruction of the First Temple to the destruction of the Second Temple. 
(Daniel 9:24--27) 
3338 to 3828133 
Of these 70 weeks: 
7 weeks (52 years)134
from the destruction of the First Temple to the Edict of Cyrus, the first Prince.
(Daniel 9:25) 
3338 to 3390 
plus 
62 weeks (438 years) 135
From the Edict of Cyrus to King Agrippa II—The second anointed.
(Daniel 9:25--26) 
3390 to 3828 
The 70th week136
involved the third prince, Vespasian, and the destruction of the Second Temple.
(Daniel 9:26--27) 
3821 to 3828 


Deuteronomy 18:15 
The L--rd, your G--d, will raise up for you a prophet like me [Moses] from among you, of your brethren; to him you shall hearken…. 
The New Testament claims that Jesus was this prophet, fraudulently adding: 
Acts 3:23 
And it shall be that every soul that does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people. 
Yet the verse under discussion refers not to any specific individual, but to future prophets in general. In ancient Israel, a great many men and women strove to be worthy of Divine Inspiration, attending special schools run by acknowledged prophets. The Hebrew Bible calls these students “prophets” and “sons of the prophets”:137 
I Samuel 10:10 
And when they came to the hill, behold, a company of prophets met [Saul]; and the spirit of G--d came mightily upon him, and he prophesied among them. 
II Kings 2:7 
And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood at some distance from [Elijah and Elisha] as they both stood by the Jordan. 
Amos 2:11 
“And I raised up some of your sons as prophets, and some of your young men as Nazirites—is it not indeed so, O children of Israel?” says the L--rd. 
Naturally, the competition and yearning for Divine communication were so intense that one was liable to wishfully believe oneself a prophet, or to deceitfully pass himself off as such. Consequently, the passage under discussion explains how to recognize a false prophet: 
Deuteronomy 18:20 
But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My Name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die. 
Deuteronomy 18:22 
When a prophet speaks in the Name of the L--rd, if the word does not come to pass, or come true, it is a word that the L--rd has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously, you need not be afraid of him. 
Jesus was such a false prophet: 
Matthew 16:28 
Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom. 
That generation died nineteen centuries ago! 
Matthew 12:38--40 
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him: “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” But he answered them: “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign; but no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the whale, so will the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” 
Jesus was “in the heart of the earth” for no more than thirty--six hours. He died Friday afternoon and was “resurrected” Sunday before dawn. When the women reached his tomb, he was already gone: 
Luke 23:54--24:3 
It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. The women who had come with [Jesus] from Galilee followed, and saw the tomb, and how his body was laid; then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices which they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body. 
In fact, in the original Greek, Matthew 28:1 speaks not of “the first day of the week, at early dawn” but of “late on the Sabbath as it was getting dusk, toward the first day of the week….”138 This would mean that Jesus remained in the cave only from Friday afternoon until Saturday evening at nightfall—a total of about twenty--six hours! 


Psalms 16:10 
For You will not abandon my soul to the lower world, or allow Your godly one to see destruction. 
In this Psalm, King David joyously proclaims his trust in G--d: 
Psalms 16:9 
Therefore my heart rejoices and my soul is elated; my flesh also will rest assured. 
Psalms 16:11 
You will reveal to me the path of life; in Your presence there is fullness of joy, and delight at Your right hand forevermore. 
Although David is speaking on his own behalf, the New Testament claims that the verse under discussion is prophesying the “resurrection” of Jesus from hell (Acts 13:35)! 


Genesis 2:16--17 
And the L--rd, G--d, commanded the man, saying: “Of every tree in the garden, you may freely eat. But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you must not eat of it, for the day you eat of it, you shall surely die.”139 
Despite this warning, Adam did of course eat from the Tree, but he did not die that day. Rather, he became subject to death, i.e., he became mortal. 
In the original Hebrew, “you shall surely die” is expressed by combining the future tense (“shall”) with an imperative (“surely”). Such emphatic double verbs are common in the Hebrew Bible. For instance: 
Genesis 26:11 
So Abimelech warned all the people, saying: “Whoever touches this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.” 
Deuteronomy 15:8 
But you shall surely open your hand to him, and you shall surely lend him enough for his need, whatever it may be. 
I Kings 2:37 
For on the day you go forth and cross the brook of Kidron, you shall surely know that you shall surely die.... 
Nonetheless, missionaries seize on the double verb here as something unique, interpreting it to mean that Adam and all mankind went straight to hell upon death, and remained there until Jesus saved them from their torment! 
I Peter 3:18--19 
For Christ also died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to G--d, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit; in which he went and preached to the spirits in prison.... 
But the New Testament itself refutes this doctrine, depicting Abraham and Lazarus in heaven before Jesus died, decended to hell, and was “resurrected”: 
Luke 16:22--23, 25--26 
The poor man [Lazarus] died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom...but now [Lazarus] is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us. 
According to the New Testament, Jesus told his disciples that he would be resurrected: 
Matthew 17:22--23 
As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them: “The Son of man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they were greatly distressed. 
However, strange as it is, the New Testament itself, gives evidence that the apostles were not expecting him to be resurrected, and that the man who appeared to them was not Jesus. 
Matthew 28:16--17 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they worshipped him; but some doubted. 
Mark 16:12--13 
After this [Jesus] appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the country. And they went back and told the rest, but neither did they believe them. 
Elsewhere we are enlightened as to what “another form” means: 
Luke 24:16 
But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
John 20:20 
When [Jesus] had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
And who did they think he was before he showed them some bruises? 
John 21:12 
...Now none of the disciples dared ask him: “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 
If “They knew it was the Lord,” then why should the question “Who are you?” come to mind? 
CHAPTER 8 
THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
In the New Testament, the “wisdom” of Jesus is concentrated in a lecture on morality called “The Sermon on the Mount.” This speech was formulated by altering wise sayings found in the Hebrew Bible or uttered by contemporary Rabbis. Fortunately, the latter were later recorded in the Talmud, in their original form: 
Proverbs 29:23 
…he who is lowly in spirit shall obtain honor. 
Matthew 5:3 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom. 
Psalms 147:3 
He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds. 
Matthew 5:4 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Psalms 37:11 
The meek shall inherit the earth, and delight themselves in the abundance of peace. 
Matthew 5:5 
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
Psalms 5:13 
You do bless the righteous, O L--rd; You do encompass him with favor as with a shield. 
Matthew 5:6 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
Talmud, Shabbath 151b 
Rabbi Gamliel said: “Whoever has mercy upon creatures will be granted mercy from heaven….” 
Matthew 5:7 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
Psalms 24:3--4 
Who shall ascend the mount of the L--rd, and who shall stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart…. 
Matthew 5:8 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see G--d. 
Psalms 34:15 
…seek peace and pursue it. 
Matthew 5:9 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of G--d. 
Talmud, Baba Kamma 93a 
Rabbi Abbahu said: “A man should always try to be among the persecuted rather than the persecutors….” 
Matthew 5:10--11 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Talmud, Aboth 5:14 
…hard to anger and easily reconciled is a kindly man. 
Matthew 5:24 
…leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 
Talmud, Kallah, Chapter 1 
He who regards a woman with an impure intention is as if he had already had relations with her. 
Matthew 5:28 
But I say to you that every one who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
Talmud, Gittin 90a 
The school of Shammai said: “A man should not divorce his wife unless he finds her guilty of an unseemly thing.” 
Matthew 5:32 
But I say to you that every one who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, makes her an adulteress…. 
Talmud, Baba Mezia 49 
Rabbi Judah said: “…your `yes' shall be true, and your `no' shall be true.” 
Matthew 5:37 
Let what you say be simply “Yes” or “No”…. 
Lamentations 3:30 
Let him offer his cheek to him who smites him…. 
Matthew 5:39 
…but if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also…. 
Psalms 37:21 
…the righteous deals graciously and gives. 
Psalms 37:26 
All day he deals graciously and lends…. 
Matthew 5:42 
Give to him who begs from you, and do not refuse him who would borrow from you. 
Proverbs 25:21 
If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink…. 
Matthew 5:44 
But I say to you: “Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you....” 
Ecclesiastes 9:2 
All things come alike to all; there is one event for the righteous and for the wicked…. 
Matthew 5:45 
…so that you may be sons of your Father Who is in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 
Talmud, Shabbath 133b 
Abba Saul said: “Be like Him…just as He is gracious and compassionate, so you be gracious and compassionate.” 
Matthew 5:48 
You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
Talmud, Baba Bathra 9b 
Rabbi Eleazar said: “A man who gives charity in secret is greater…” 
Matthew 6:3--4 
But when you give charity, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your charity may be in secret…. 
Talmud, Berakoth 61a 
Rabbi Huna said in the name of Rabbi Meir: “A man's words should always be few in addressing G--d….” 
Matthew 6:7 
And in praying do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard for their many words. 
Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 17a 
Whose sin does He forgive? Him who forgives transgression…. 
Matthew 6:14--15 
For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
Talmud, Baba Bathra 11a 
After King Monbas' family rebuked him for giving away all the family's treasures, he answered: “My ancestors stored treasures here below, and I store treasures in heaven....My ancestors stored treasures in a place that could be reached by human hands, but I have stored [them] in a place that can be reached by no human hand....” 
Matthew 6:19--20 
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
Proverbs 30:8--9 
...give me neither poverty nor riches....Lest I become full and deny You, and say: “Who is the L--rd?”.... 
Matthew 6:24 
No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve G--d and mammon [riches]. 
Psalms 147:9 
He gives to the beast his food, and to the young ravens that cry. 
Matthew 6:26 
Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.... 
Psalms 37:4 
Delight yourself in the L--rd, and He shall give you the desires of your heart. 
Matthew 6:33 
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well. 
Talmud, Sotah 48b 
Rabbi Eliezer said: “He who has only a morsel of bread in his basket, and asks: `What shall I eat tomorrow?' is a man of little faith.” 
Matthew 6:34 
Therefore, do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.... 
Talmud, Berakoth 9b 
Moses said to G--d: “L--rd of the universe, sufficient is the evil in its time!” 
Matthew 6:34 
...let the day's own trouble be sufficient for the day. 
Talmud, Shabbath 127b 
Our Rabbis taught: “He who judges his neighbor favorably is himself judged favorably.” 
Talmud, Sotah 8b 
Rabbi Meir said: “The way one measures others will be meted out for him.” 
Matthew 7:1--2 
Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. 
Talmud, Arakin 16b 
Rabbi Tarfon said: “...for if one says to him: `Remove the speck from between your eyes,' he would answer: `Remove the beam from between your eyes!' ” 
Matthew 7:3--5 
Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the beam that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother: “Let me take the speck out of your eye,” when there is the beam in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the beam out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. 
Proverbs 23:9 
Do not speak in the ears of a fool, for he will despise the wisdom of your words. 
Matthew 7:6 
Do not give dogs what is holy; and do not throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under foot and turn to attack you. 
Jeremiah 29:13 
You shall seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 
Matthew 7:7 
Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 
Talmud, Shabbath 31a 
Rabbi Hillel said: “What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbor. That is the whole Law; the rest is its commentary. Go and learn it!” 
Matthew 7:12 
So whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them; for this is the law and the prophets. 
Psalms 6:9 
Depart from me, all you workers of evil.... 
Matthew 7:23 
And then I will declare to them: “I never knew you; depart from me, you evildoers.” 
Once again, the “pious fraud” of the authors of the New Testament is evident: even as they were depicting the Rabbis as lowly degenerates, the pearls of wisdom uttered by these very Rabbis were being attributed to Jesus! 
CHAPTER 9 
THE KING MESSIAH 
Isaiah 11:1--2 
A shoot shall come from the stock of Jesse and a branch shall grow out of his roots. And the spirit of the L--rd shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and fear of the L--rd. 
Daniel 7:13--14 
I saw in the night visions and, behold, with the clouds of heaven came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days, and he was presented before Him. And to him was given dominion and glory and kingdom, in order that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 
These passages are speaking about the Messiah, a human being who will teach mankind truth. Unrivaled in intellect, holiness, power, and dominion, he will rule the world as G--d's emissary. The Hebrew Bible foretells the accomplishments and attributes by which the Messiah will be recognized. Messianic events must occur during the Messianic Era. Nowhere does the Hebrew Bible even hint that the Messiah will die for the sins of his followers, only to return thousands of years later to fulfill the many prophecies he left unrealized. 
The following Messianic prophecies have yet to be fulfilled: 
1) All warfare will cease: 
Isaiah 2:4 
And He shall judge among the nations and decide for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 
2) Knowledge of G--d will fill the world: 
Isaiah 11:9 
They shall neither hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the L--rd, as the waters cover the sea. 
3) The Egyptian river will run dry: 
Isaiah 11:15 
And the L--rd will utterly destroy the tongue of the sea of Egypt and wave His hand over the river with His scorching wind, and smite it into seven channels, and make men cross dryshod. 
4) Death will cease: 
Isaiah 25:8 
He will swallow up death forever.... 
5) The dead will be resurrected: 
Isaiah 26:19 
Your dead shall live, my dead body shall arise; O dwellers in dust, awake and sing, for your dew is a dew of light, and the earth shall cast out the dead. 
Daniel 12:2 
And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake: some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 
6) Eternal joy and gladness will characterize the Jewish nation: 
Isaiah 51:11 
And the redeemed of the L--rd shall return, and come to Zion in song; everlasting joy shall be upon their head; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee. 
7) The ruined cities of Israel shall be restored: 
Ezekiel 16:55 
Your sisters, Sodom and her environs, shall return to their former state…. 
8) There will be an ingathering of the Jews to the Holy Land: 
Ezekiel 37:21 
And say to them: “Thus says the L--rd, G--d: Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the nations, where they are gone, and gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land.” 
9) All weapons of war will be destroyed: 
Ezekiel 39:9 
Then those who dwell in the cities of Israel will go forth and set fire to the weapons and burn them, shields and bucklers, bows and arrows, handspikes and spears, and they will make fires of them for seven years.... 
10) The enemy dead will be buried: 
Ezekiel 39:12 
For seven months the House of Israel will be burying them, in order to cleanse the land. 
11) The Third Temple will be rebuilt: 
Ezekiel 40 describes this in full. 
12) Trees will yield new fruit monthly in Israel: 
Ezekiel 47:12 
And on both sides of the bank of the stream, all trees for food will grow; their leaves will not wither nor will their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because their waters flow from the Sanctuary; their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for medicine. 
13) Each tribe of Israel will receive its inheritance: 
Ezekiel 47:13--14 
Thus says the L--rd, G--d: “These are the boundaries by which you shall divide the land for inheritance among the twelve tribes of Israel: Joseph shall have two portions. And you shall divide equally that which I swore to give your fathers, and this land shall fall to you as your inheritance.” 
14) The Jews will be sought for spiritual guidance: 
Zechariah 8:23 
Thus says the L--rd of hosts: “In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations shall take hold and seize the robe of a Jew, saying: `Let us go with you, for we have heard that G--d is with you.' ” 
15) All will worship the G--d of Israel: 
Zechariah 14:16 
Then everyone who survives of all the nations that came against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, the L--rd of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 
16) The nations will help the Jews materially: 
Isaiah 60:5 
Then you shall see and be radiant, and your heart shall fear and expand; because the abundance of the sea shall be overturned upon you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
Isaiah 60:10--12 
Foreigners shall build up your walls, and their kings shall minister to you....Men shall bring you the wealth of the nations with their kings led in procession. For the nation and kingdom that will not serve you shall perish; those nations shall be utterly laid waste. 
Isaiah 61:6 
But you shall be called “priests of the L--rd,” men shall say of you, “ministers of our G--d;” you shall eat the wealth of the nations, and in their riches you shall glory. 
It is interesting to note that these Messianic prophecies foretell the nations' subjugation to Israel. If Jesus was really the Messiah and the Jews persecuted and killed him, why is G--d going to reward them so greatly? Partly for not yielding to centuries of Christian persecution. 


Isaiah 42:1--4 
Behold, My servant, whom I uphold, My chosen, in whom My soul delights; I have placed My spirit upon him, he will bring  forth justice to the nations. He will neither cry nor lift up his voice nor make it heard in the street. A bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
This “servant” is not the Messiah. In fact, nowhere in the Hebrew Bible is the Messiah directly called “servant.” However, the Jewish nation is, especially by Isaiah (see pp. 149--150). Indeed, further on in this chapter it becomes clear that the prophet is alluding to Israel: 
Isaiah 42:22, 24 
But this is a people robbed and plundered; they are all of them trapped in holes....Who gave up Jacob to the spoiler and Israel to the robbers?139 
In their zeal to turn the passage under discussion into a “prophecy” foretelling Jesus, the authors of the New Testament concluded it with “...and in his name will the Gentiles hope” (Matthew 12:18--21). 


Psalms 72:11 
Yea, all kings shall bow themselves before him; all nations shall serve him. 
King David is here referring to his son Solomon, as is evident earlier in this Psalm: 
Psalms 72:1--2 
Give the king Your judgments, O G--d, and Your righteousness to the king's son. That he may judge Your people with righteousness, and Your poor with justice. 
This request was granted: 
I Kings 3:28 
And all Israel heard of the judgment the king [Solomon] had rendered; and they stood in awe of the king because they perceived that the wisdom of G--d was in him, to render justice. 
In contrast, Jesus denied being a judge: 
Luke 12:13--14 
One of the multitude said to him: “Teacher, bid my brother divide the inheritance with me.” But he said to him: “Man, who made me a judge or divider over you?” 
Psalms 72:7 
In his days may the righteous flourish and peace abound till the moon be no more. 
During Jesus' life, the Jews suffered at the hands of the Romans, and saw the destruction of Jerusalem. Under King Solomon, however, Israel enjoyed immense peace and tranquility: 
I Kings 5:18 
But now the L--rd, my G--d, has given me [Solomon] rest on every side; there is neither adversary nor misfortune. 
Psalms 72:8 
May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. 
Jesus did not have dominion over anyone, including his disciples, who deserted him at the first sign of trouble: 
Matthew 26:56 
...then all the disciples forsook him, and fled. 
It was different with Solomon: 
I Kings 5:1 
And Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the river to the land of the Philistines, and to the border of Egypt; they brought presents and served Solomon all the days of his life. 
Psalms 72:10 
The kings of Tarshish and the isles render him tribute.... 
This was fulfilled: 
I Kings 10:22--23 
For [King Solomon] had at sea a ship of Tarshish with a ship of Hiram: once every three years the ship of Tarshish came bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks. Thus, King Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth in riches, and in wisdom. 
Psalms 72:10 
...the royalty of Sheba and Seba shall bring gifts. 
This, too, was fulfilled: 
I Kings 10:1--2, 10 
Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon because of the Name of the L--rd, she came to test him with riddles. And she came to Jerusalem with a great retinue, with camels bearing spices and very much gold and precious stones....Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold and a very great quantity of spices and precious stones; never again came such an abundance of spices as that which the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 
Psalms 72:11 
Yea, all the kings shall prostrate themselves before him; all nations shall serve him. 
Again, this was fulfilled not in Jesus, but in Solomon: 
I Kings 10:24--25 
And the whole earth sought the presence of Solomon [in order] to hear his wisdom, which G--d had put in his mind. Every one of them brought his present: articles of silver and articles of gold, and garments, armor, spices, horses, and mules; and so it was year by year. 


Genesis 49:10 
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and his shall be the obedience of the nations. 
Throughout the Hebrew Bible, a sceptre is the emblem of rulership: 
Esther 5:2 
When the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she found favor in his sight and he held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his hand, so Esther drew near and touched the top of the sceptre. 
Psalms 45:7 
Your throne, which is of G--d, shall stand for ever and ever; your royal sceptre is a sceptre of equity. 
Isaiah 14:5 
The L--rd has broken the staff of the wicked, the sceptre of the rulers.... 
The verse under discussion foretells that once a descendant of Judah reigns over the kingdom of Judah, all subsequent legally elected Judean kings shall be of this tribe. The fulfillment of this promise began with David, a descendant of Judah: 
Numbers 26:20 
The sons of Judah according to their families were:...Perez.... 
Ruth 4:18, 22 
Now these are the descendants of Perez....Jesse, the father of David. 
Ever since King David, all Judean kings have indeed been of Davidic extraction: 
II Chronicles 13:5 
Shouldn't you know that the L--rd, G--d of Israel, gave kingship over Israel to David forever, to him and his sons by a covenant of salt? 
The Messiah is to be a descendant of David as well, for “until Shiloh comes” means “up to and including Shiloh” (the Messiah); compare: 
Genesis 28:15 
Behold, I am with you [Jacob], and will keep you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done that which I have spoken of to you. 
Deuteronomy 7:24 
...and no man will be able to stand before you until you have destroyed them. 
Missionaries claim that a sceptre symbolizes political independence, which they say was lost when the Roman Empire first taxed the Jews in 7 C.E. Jesus is said to have been born about thirteen years prior to this levy. Therefore, they conclude, the sceptre and the ruler's staff did not depart from Judah until the Messiah (i.e., Jesus) came. 
But this was not the first time the Jews had been subject to foreign rule. If liberty is really what a sceptre represents, then it was taken away centuries before the common era: 
Judges 3:14--15 
And the children of Israel served Eglon, the king of Moab, for eighteen years....The children of Israel sent tribute by [Ehud] to Eglon, the king of Moab. 
Judges 13:1 
And the children of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the L--rd; and the L--rd delivered them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years. 
II Kings 15:29 
In the days of Pekah, king of Israel, Tiglath Pileser, king of Assyria, came and captured...and he carried the people away captive to Assyria. 
II Kings 25:21 
And the king of Babylon smote them and put them to death at Riblah, in the land of Hamath—thus Judah was exiled from its land. 
Rather, a sceptre refers exclusively to rulership, not political independence, as seen in the following passage. 


Numbers 24:17 
I [Balaam] see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near: A star shall step forth out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel and smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the sons of Seth. 
This verse is speaking about the Messiah, who will conquer “all the sons of Seth,” i.e., the world, since all the nations are descended from Noah (Genesis 9:19), himself a descendant of Seth, Adam's third son (Genesis 5:6--29). We see that this is a Messianic prophecy, because just before it we read: 
Numbers 24:14 
And now, behold, I [Balaam] go to my people; come, and I will announce to you [Balak] what this people [Israel] shall do to your people [Moab] in the end of days. 
After the Messiah subjugates all the Gentile nations, the following prophecies depicting peace and security for the Jewish people will be fulfilled: 
Micah 4:4 
And they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, and none shall make them afraid, for the mouth of the L--rd of hosts has spoken. 
Micah 5:3 
And [the Messiah] shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the L--rd, in the majesty of the Name of the L--rd, his G--d; and they shall dwell, for then shall he be great to the ends of the earth. 
The opposite occurred in Jesus' lifetime: the Temple and Jerusalem were destroyed. More than one million Jews died in the fighting, and the rest were exiled. Furthermore, Jesus was obviously not this conquering Messiah, for instead of defeating his many enemies, he was easily captured and executed. 


Psalms 132:11 
The L--rd swore to David in truth, from which He will not deviate: “One of the sons of your body, I will set on your throne.” 
II Samuel 7:12--14 
When your [David's] days are fulfilled and you shall sleep with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who shall come forth from your bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to Me: when he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with plagues of the children of men. 
These verses are speaking of David's son Solomon, for when David repeated G--d's promise he said: 
I Chronicles 22:8--10 
The word of the L--rd came to me, saying:....Behold, a son shall be born to you; he shall be a man of peace. I will give him rest from all his enemies round about; for his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. He shall build a house for My Name; he shall be a son to Me, and I will be a father to him; and I will establish his royal throne over Israel forever. 
Solomon was indeed the builder of this House (the Temple): 
I Kings 6:2 
The House King Solomon built for the L--rd was sixty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high. 
Even when he permitted his foreign wives to erect altars to their idols Solomon did not forfeit his eternal claim to the throne: 
I Kings 11:13 
However, I [G--d] will not take away all the kingdom; rather, I will give one tribe to your [Solomon's] son for David My servant's sake, and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen. 
Indeed the kingship was transferred to his son, and afterward it remained in his family: 
II Chronicles 9:31 
And Solomon slept with his fathers; they buried him in the city of David, his father; and Rehoboam his son reigned in his place. 
The New Testament (Hebrews 1:5) quotes II Samuel 7:14 as foretelling Jesus, conveniently ignoring its conclusion—“when he commits iniquity, I will chasten him”—so as not to besmirch Jesus' sinless image: 
I Peter 2:22 
He committed no sin; no guile was found on his lips. 
Moreover, it was not even possible for Jesus to build the Temple, for it was standing throughout his life! 
Nonetheless, to “prove” that Jesus is the King Messiah, the New Testament traces his ancestry to David through Solomon. Let us compare a section of this genealogy with the one given of Solomon in the Hebrew Bible: 
Hebrew Bible New Testament 
(I Chronicles 3:10--16) (Matthew 1:6--11) 
Solomon Solomon 
Rehoboam Rehoboam 
Abijah Abijah 
Asa Asa 
Jehoshaphat Jehoshaphat 
Joram Joram 
Ahaziah — 
Joash — 
Amaziah — 
Azariah Uzziah140 
Jotham Jotham 
Ahaz Ahaz 
Hezekiah Hezekiah 
Manasseh Manasseh 
Amon Amon 
Josiah Josiah 
Jehoiakim — 
Jeconiah Jeconiah 
Matthew's genealogy deliberately omits Ahaziah, Joash, Amaziah, and Jehoiakim, so as to “fulfill”: 
Matthew 1:17 
So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. 
Yet Jehoiakim was the father of Jeconiah: 
I Chronicles 3:15--16 
And the sons of Josiah: the firstborn, Johanan, the second, Jehoiakim.... And the sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son.... 
Matthew's genealogy contains another major blunder: it includes the accursed Jeconiah: 
Jeremiah 22:30 
Thus says the L--rd: write this man [Coniah]141 childless, a man who shall not succeed in his days; for none of his descendants shall succeed in sitting on the throne of David and ruling again in Judah. 
Thus, none of Jeconiah's descendants would inherit the throne, including Jesus!142 
The Talmud (Sanhedrin 37a) declares that the curse was annulled while Jeconiah was captive in Babylon. But Christians cannot accept this or any other part of the Oral Tradition, which rejects Jesus as the Messiah. Therefore, including Jeconiah in this genealogy was a major mistake for the New Testament but not for the Hebrew Bible (as accompanied by the Oral Tradition). 
Missionaries claim that Jesus is excluded from this curse for Joseph was not his real father. Therefore, he was not really a descendant of Jeconiah. But if Jesus had no human father, then he could not have been a direct descendant of David, either. This alone would disqualify him from being the Messiah: 
II Chronicles 13:15 
Shouldn't you know that the L--rd, G--d of Israel, gave kingship over Israel to David forever, to him and his sons by a covenant of salt? 
Psalms 89:37 
[David's] seed shall endure forever, and his throne shall [last] like the sun before Me. 
Missionaries counter that the genealogy listed in Luke  3:23--38. traces Jesus to King David through his mother, Mary. But this argument is ludicrous for several reasons: 
1. A Jew's ancestry is patrilineal. Hence, in the Hebrew Bible, one's family line is traced only through the males. Likewise, Moses was explicitly commanded to count the Israelites in the desert “according to their fathers' houses” (Numbers 1:2). 
2. Mary is not even mentioned in Luke's genealogy. 
3. This genealogy traces Jesus back to David through his son Nathan rather than his son Solomon. Not only does this contradict the genealogy given in Matthew, but it renders Jesus ineligible for the kingship, for only Solomon's descendants were to inherit it (see pp. 116--117). 


Micah 5:1--2 
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, out of you shall come forth to Me he who is to be ruler in Israel, and his origins are from of old, from ancient days. Therefore, He will give them up until the time when she who is in travail has brought forth; then the rest of his brethren shall return with the children of Israel. 
This passage is referring to the Messiah, a descendant of David, who was an Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah: 
I Samuel 17:12 
Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, whose name was Jesse.... 
“Out of you shall come forth” does not mean that the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem, as the fathers of Christianity misinterpreted, but that he will descend from David, who was born there. 
“His origins are from of old, from ancient days”—This denotes the great time span from David, who lived 2,900 years ago, until the Messiah comes. 
“Therefore, He will give them up until the time when she who is in travail has brought forth”—The Jewish people will remain in exile until the Land of Israel repopulates itself with them. Compare: 
Isaiah 66:7--8 
Before she was in labor, she gave birth; before her pain came, she had delivered a son. Who has heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Shall a land be born in one day? Shall a nation be brought forth at once? [Yet] as soon as Zion was in labor, she brought forth her children. 
“...then the rest of his brethren shall return with the children of Israel”—The tribe of Judah, to which both David and the Messiah belong, will return to the Holy Land along with the ten lost tribes of Israel (see glossary). Compare: 
Hosea 2:2 
And the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together and appoint themselves one head, and they shall go up out of the land, for great shall be the day of Jezreel. 
The tribe of Judah could not have returned to the Holy Land in Jesus' lifetime because they were already living there. They were exiled among the nations forty--one years after his death, when the Romans destroyed the Temple. 
Nonetheless, the New Testament says Jesus is the Messiah referred to in our passage under discussion: 
Matthew 2:1, 4--5 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea...[Herod] inquired of them where the Christ [Greek for “Messiah”] was to be born. They told him, in Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet:...[our passage is quoted here in full]. 
However, once again, the New Testament contradicts itself, for it also has Jesus born in the Galilee, the northern section of Israel, whereas Bethlehem is in the south! 
John 7:41--43 
Others said: “This is the Christ.” But some said: “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was born?” So there was division among the people over him. 


Zechariah 9:9--10 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, your king comes to you; he is triumphant and victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war--horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. 
This passage is referring to the Messiah's entry into Jerusalem, which will occur when he exercises his authority over the entire world, and when all war implements are destroyed. Compare: 
Hosea 2:20 
And on that day I [G--d] will make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, the fowls of heaven, and the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the battle out of the land, and make them lie down safely. 
Micah 5:9, 14 
And on that day, says the L--rd, I will cut off your horses from among you and I will destroy your chariots....And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the nations such as they have never heard. 
Jesus was not this triumphant and victorious world conqueror: he was crucified by the Romans. Josephus attests to how common this fate was: 
Upon this, Varus sent a part of his army into the country, to seek those that had been the authors of the revolt; and when they were discovered, he punished some of them that were most guilty, and some he dismissed, now the number of those that were crucified on this account were two thousand....143 
So the soldiers, out of the wrath and hatred they bore the Jews, nailed those they caught, one after one way, and another after another, to the crosses, by way of jest; when their multitude was so great, that room was wanting for the crosses, and crosses wanting for the bodies.144 
Nor did he speak peace to the world, but the opposite: 
Matthew 10:34 
Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
Luke 12:51 
Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.... 
Jesus, and the New Testament in general, displayed nothing but contempt for Gentiles. He was not interested in befriending them and bringing them peace, nor in living as one people: 
Matthew 10:5--6 
These twelve Jesus sent out, charging them: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.” 
In response to a Gentile woman's plea for help: 
Matthew 15:24--26 
[Jesus] answered: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying: “Lord, help me.” And he answered: “It is not fair to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 
Matthew 6:31--32 
Therefore, do not be anxious, saying: “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” For the Gentiles seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 
I Peter 4:3 
Let the time that is past suffice for doing what the Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry. 
Jesus did not have dominion over the world, Israel, his neighbors, or even his own family: 
John 1:11 
He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. 
Because of these discrepancies, most of the passage under discussion was omitted from the New Testament. The only Messianic requirement Jesus was able to “fulfill” was that of riding a donkey: 
John 12:14--15 
And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt.” 
Yet even here Jesus fulfilled nothing, since everyone rode donkeys in those days. 


Psalms 68:18--19 
The chariots of G--d are myriads, even thousands upon thousands; the L--rd is among them, Sinai in holiness. You ascended on high, you have taken captives, you have received gifts for man, in order that even rebels may dwell with G--d. 
These verses, written in the past tense, refer to the revelation at Mount Sinai: 
The “gifts” for mankind were the Ten Commandments given to Moses: 
Exodus 24:12 
The L--rd said to Moses: “Come up to Me on the mountain and wait there; and I will give you the tablets of stone with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 
He received them among the “rebels” who made the golden calf: 
Exodus 32:15, 19 
And Moses turned and descended from the mountain, and the two Tablets of the Testimony were in his hand....As soon as he came near the camp, he saw the calf and the dancing.... 
“Dwell with G--d” echoes: 
Exodus 29:45 
And I will dwell among the children of Israel and be their G--d. 
Other verses in Psalms chapter 68 confirm that the subject of the passage under discussion is indeed Moses on Mount Sinai: 
Psalms 68:8--9 
O G--d, when You went forth before Your nation, when You marched through the wilderness, Selah. The earth quaked, the heavens dropped at the presence of G--d; even Sinai [trembled] at the presence of G--d, the G--d of Israel. 
This is alluding to: 
Exodus 13:21--22 
And the L--rd went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; in order that they might travel by day and by night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night did He remove from before the people. 
Exodus 19:18 
And Mount Sinai smoked in every part because the L--rd descended upon it in fire; and the smoke of it ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly. 
Ignoring these allusions, the New Testament paraphrases the passage under discussion as a prophecy foretelling Jesus: 
Ephesians 4:7--8 
But grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore, he said: When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men. 
CHAPTER 10 
THE ETERNAL TORAH 
Jeremiah 31:30-33 
“Behold, the days are coming,” says the L-rd, “when I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel and the House of Judah. Not like the covenant I made with their fathers on the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—My covenant that they broke, although I was their Master,”  says the L-rd. “But this is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel after those days, ” says the L-rd: “I will place My Torah within them and write it upon their hearts; and I will be their G-d and they shall be My people, and no longer shall each man teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying: `Know the L-rd,' for they shall all know, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” says the L-rd; “for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.” 
This vision of the Messianic Era is not referring to any change in the contents of the Torah, for it does not say, “I will make a new Law with the House of Israel.” It is rather speaking about the covenant G-d made with the Jews at Mount Sinai. 
A Biblical covenant always denotes an agreement between two or more parties. 
Genesis 21:27 
So, Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two men made a covenant. 
Genesis 26:28-29 
[Abimelch and his men] said, “We see plainly that the L-rd has been with you [Abraham] so we say, let there be an oath between us, between us and you,  and let us make a covenant with you: That you will do us no harm, as we have not touched you, and as we have done you nothing but good and have sent you away in peace; you are now the blessed of the L-rd.” 
In the Messianic Era, the covenant will be “new” and different in that it will be unbreakable, owing to the tremendous G-dly revelations the Jewish people will experience: 
Ezekiel 36:26-27 
A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will place within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will place My spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes and be careful to observe My ordinances. 
Joel 3:1-2 
And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My spirit on all flesh; your sons and daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. Even upon the manservants and maidservants in those days, I will pour out My spirit. 
Through these revelations, the Jews will attain unsurpassed knowledge of G-d and His Torah, making it impossible for them to disobey either one. As the passage under discussin states: “I will place My Torah within them and write it upon their hearts....” It will be so ingrained in the Jew that, "no longer shall each man [need to] teach his neighbor and each his brother..." Similarly: 
Zechariah 8:23 
Thus says the L-rd of hosts: “On those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations shall take hold and seize the robe of a Jew, saying: `Let us go with you, for we have heard that G-d is with you.'” 
Isaiah 11:9 
They shall never hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the L-rd as the waters cover the sea. 
Hence, the Torah itself is eternal, as are each of its precepts: 
Genesis 17:9-10 
And G-d said to Abraham: “And you shall keep My covenant, you and your seed after you throughout their generations. This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your seed after you: every male among you shall be circumcised.” 
Exodus 12:17 
And you shall observe the [commandment of] unleavened bread, for on this very day I brough your hosts out of the land of Egypt; therefore, you shall observe this day throughout your generations as an ordinance forever. 
Exodus 31:16 
Therefore, the children of Israel keep the Sabbath, observing the Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant. 
The New Testament quotes the passage under discussion as “proof” that it has replaced the Torah, adding: 
Hebrews 8:13 
In speaking of a new covenant He treats the first as obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 
However, the New Testament itself testifies that Jesus firmly believed in the eternity of the Torah's commands: 
Matthew 5:19 
Jesus said: “Whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 9:20 
And behold, a woman who had suffered from a hemorrhage for twelve years came up behind [Jesus] and touched the fringe of his garment.... 
Jesus wore this fringe in fulfillment of : 
Numbers 15:37-38 
The L-rd said to Moses, saying: “Speak to the children of Israel and instruct them that they should make themselves fringes on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and that they should put with the fringe of each corner a thread of blue.”145 
Matthew 19:16-17 
And, behold, one came up to [Jesus] , saying: “Good teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” And he said to him: “Why do you call me good? There is no one good but One, that is G-d. But if you desire to enter life, keep the commandments.” 
Matthew 23:1-3 
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “The scribes and the Pharicees sit on Moses' seat; so practice and observe whatever they tell you but not what they do; for they preach, but do not practice.” 
The scribes and the Pharicees said to obey the Torah (see page 44)! 
Mark 1:43-44 
And [Jesus] sternly charged him, and sent him away at once, and said to him: 'See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to the people." 
Luke 4:16 
And Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up; and he went to the synagogue, as his custom was, on the Sabbath day and stood up to read.... 
Luke 16:17 
Jesus said: “It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the law to become void.” 
Luke 22:8 
So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying: “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.” 
After Jesus' crucifixion, his followers prepared spices and ointments for his body, but: 
Luke 23:56 
...on the Sabbath day they rested according to the commandment. 
Acts 15:19-21 
Therefore my [James']  judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to G-d, but should write to them to abstain from the pollutions of idols and from unchastity and from what is strangled and from blood. For from early generations Moses has had in every city those who preach him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogue. 
Missionaries contend that it was necessary to replace the Torah because its commands are too difficult to observe: 
James 2:10 
For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 
Yet Jesus made the Torah even more difficult to fulfill: 
Matthew 5:21-22 
You have heard what was said to the man of old: “You shall not kill; and whosoever kills shall be liable to judgment.” But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother without a reason shall be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother shall be liable to the council; but whoever says; “You fool!” shall be lible to the hell of fire.146 
Matthew 5:27-28 
You have heard that it was said to the men of old: “You shall not commit adultery.” But I say to you that every one who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
Matthew 5:31-32 
It was also said: “Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.” But I say to you that every one who divorces his wife, except on the the grounds of unchastity, makes her an adulteress; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
The Hebrew Bible permits one to marry a divorcee: 
Deuteronomy 24:2 
And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife. 
Matthew 5:33-35 
Again you have heard it said to the men of old: “You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform [for] the L-rd what you have sworn.” But I say to you: “Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of G-d, or by earth, for it is His footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.” 
Matthew 5:38-41 
You have heard that it was said: “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you: “Do not resist anyone who is evil. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek,  turn to him the other also; and if anyone would sue you and take your coat, let him have your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.” 
Luke 6:30 
GIve to everyone who asks from you; and of him who takes away your goods do not ask for them again. 
Luke 14:33 
So, therefore, whoever of you does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
The Hebrew Bible requires that only one-tenth of a Jew's income be set aside for charity: 
Numbers 18:21 
Behold I have given the children of Levy all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service which they serve, the service in the Tent of Meeting. 


Jeremiah 3:16-17 
“And it shall come to pass, when you multiply and increase in the land in those days,” says the L-rd, “they shall no longer say, `The Ark of the Covenant of the L-rd'; neither shall it come to mind, nor shall they remember it, nor shall they miss it, nor shall it be made anymore. At the time they shall call Jerusalem `The throne of the L-rd' and all nations shall gather to it, to the Name of the L-rd, to Jerusalem, and they shall no more stubbornly follow their evil heart.” 
For the Jewish people, the Ark symbolized G-d's closeness and protection: 
Exodus 25:21-22 
And you shall put the Ark cover above, upon the Ark; and in the Ark you shall put the testimony that I shall give you. And there I will meet with you, and from above the Ark cover, from between the two cherubs that are upon the Ark of the Testimony, I will speak with you of all that I will give you in commandment for the children of Israel. 
Numbers 7:89 
And when Moses went into the Tent of Meeting to speak with Him, he heard the voice speaking to him from above the Ark cover that was upon the Ark of Testimony, from between the two cherubs; and He spoke to him. 
Numbers 10:33 
So they set out from the mountain of the L-rd three days' journey; and the Ark of the Covenant of the L-rd went before them three days' journey, to seek out a resting place for them. 
I Samuel 4:3 
And when the people came to the camp, the elders of Israel said; “Why has the L-rd smitten us today before the Philistines? Let us take unto us the Ark of  the Covenant of the L-rd from Shiloh, that He may come among us and save us from the hand of our enemies.” 
The verse under discussion is declaring that in the Messianic Era, the entire city of Jerusalem will symbolize this nearness of G-d. Since the Ark will no longer be needed for this purpose, it will not be remembered, missed, etc. 
According to missionaries, this verse under discussion “proves” that the Torah will not be observed in the future. But this presumption is incorrect, for the Ark contained only the Ten Commandments:147 
Deuteronomy 10:5 
Then I [Moses] turned and came down from the mountain, and put the tablets in the Ark I had made; and there they were as the L-rd commanded me. 
I Kings 8:9 
There was nothing in the Ark except the two tablets of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, when the L-rd made a covenant with the children of Israel when they came out of the land of Egypt. 


Hosea 2:13 
And I will put an end to all her rejoicing, her festivals , her new moons, her Sabbaths and her appointed seasons 
Lamentations 2:6 
He has stripped His tabernacle as if it were a garden, He has destroyed His place of assembly; the L-rd has brought to an end in Zion festival and Sabbath, and has rejected in the indignation of His anger both king and priest. 
Both these passages describe the consequences derived from the destruction of the Temple, center of prayer, song, and sacrifice. The joy in the Temple was especially great on Sabbaths and holy days, when the king, the priests, and the masses engaged in festive celebration, as commanded by G-d. 
Deutoronomy 16:16-17 
Three times a year shall all your males appear before the L-rd, your G-d, in the place He shall choose [the Temple]: during the Feast of Unleavened Bread [Passover], during the Feast of Weeks  [the anniversary of the giving of the Torah], and during the Feast of Tabernacles; and they shall not appear before the L-rd empty-handed. Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the L-rd, your G-d, which He has given you.   
II Chronicles 5:3-4,14 
And all the men of Israel assembled before the king during the Feast [of Tabernacles], which is in the seventh month. And all the elders of Israel came, and the Levites took up the Ark....And the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the L-rd filled the House of G-d. 
The verses under discussion are speaking of a temporary period, for the Sabbath and the festivals are to be observed forever: 
Exodus 12:17 
And you shall observe the [commandment of] unleavened bread, for on this very day I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt; therefore, you shall observe this day throughout your generations as an ordinance forever. 
Exodus 31:16-17 
Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, observing the Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever that in six days the L-rd made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He  rested and was refreshed. 
Thus, when the third Temple is rebuilt: 
Zechariah 14:16 
Then everyone who survives of all the nations that came against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, the L-rd of hosts, and to observe the Feast of Tabernacles. 
CHAPTER 11 
ISRAEL: G--D'S ETERNAL CHILDREN 
Amos 5:1--2 
Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O House of Israel: “The virgin of Israel has fallen and shall not rise; forsaken on her land, there is none to raise her up.” 
Amos is predicting the exile of the ten tribes of Israel to Assyria (see glossary), as he continues to elaborate: 
Amos 5:3 
Thus says the L--rd, G--d: “The city that went forth a thousand shall have a hundred left, and that which went forth a hundred shall have ten left for the House of Israel.” 
These ten tribes will never regain their former glory as a separate kingdom. They will, however, return to the Holy Land in the Messianic Era and be reunited with the two tribes of Judah (see glossary). At that time, a Judean king (the Messiah) from the House of David will reign over the entire nation: 
Jeremiah 30:3 
“For behold, days are coming,” says the L--rd, “when I will bring back the captivity of My people, Israel and Judah,” says the L--rd, “and I will cause them to return to the land I gave their fathers, and they shall possess it.” 
Ezekiel 37:21--22, 24 
Thus says the L--rd, G--d: “Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the nations into which they have gone, and will gather them from all sides, and bring them to their own land; and make them one nation in the land, upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all; and they shall no longer be two nations, nor shall they be divided into two kingdoms anymore….My servant David148 shall be king over them; and they shall all have one shepherd….” 
Ezekiel 39:25, 27, 29 
Therefore thus says the L--rd, G--d: “Now I will bring back the captivity of Jacob and have mercy upon the whole House of Israel.…When I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them from their enemies' lands.…I will not hide My face from them anymore, when I pour out My spirit upon the House of Israel,” says the L--rd, G--d. 
Hosea 3:5 
Afterwards the children of Israel shall return and seek the L--rd, their G--d, and David, their king, and come trembling to the L--rd and His goodness in the end of days. 
Amos concludes his book with this theme: 
Amos 9:11, 14--15 
“On that day I will raise up the fallen tabernacle of David and repair its breaches, and raise up its ruins, and rebuild it as in the days of old.…I will restore the captivity of My children, Israel, and they shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them….I will plant them upon their land, and they shall never again be uprooted from their land, which I have given them,” says the L--rd, your G--d. 


Jeremiah 15:1 
Then said the L--rd to me: “Though Moses and Samuel stood before Me, My soul would not turn toward this people; send them out of My sight and let them go forth.” 
Jeremiah 22:8--9 
And many nations shall pass by this city, and every man will say to his neighbor: “Why has the L--rd done thus to this great city?” Then they will answer: “Because they forsook the covenant of the L--rd, their G--d, and worshipped other gods, and served them.” 
Jeremiah 17:4 
And you [the tribe of Judah], even you will cease [to dwell in the land of] your heritage, which I gave you, and I will make you serve your enemies in the land you do not know, for in My anger you have kindled a fire that shall burn forever. 
As the aforementioned Messianic prophecies indicate, these verses were not to be taken literally. Rather, they were meant to impress upon the Jews the dire need to repent. In fact, Israel is not to serve its enemies, it is to be served by them: 
Isaiah 60:10--12 
Foreigners shall build your walls, and their kings shall minister to you; for in My wrath I smote you, but in My favor I have had mercy on you. Your gates shall be open continually, day and night they shall not be shut; in order that men may bring you the wealth of the nations, with their kings led [in procession]. For the nation and kingdom that will not serve you shall perish; those nations shall be utterly laid waste. 
In the Hebrew Bible, “forever” is to be understood as everlasting only when accompanied by other words to this effect, such as: 
Exodus 12:14 
This day [Passover] shall be for you a memorial, and you shall celebrate it as a feast to the L--rd; throughout your generations you shall celebrate it as an ordinance forever.149 
Without this accompaniment, “forever” just means a long time: 
Exodus 21:5--6 
And if the servant shall plainly say: “I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go free....” [Then] he shall serve him forever. 
I Samuel 1:22, 28 
But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband: “As soon as the child [Samuel] is weaned, I will bring him, in order that he may appear before the L--rd and abide there forever....” “Therefore I lend him to the L--rd; as long as he lives, he is lent to the L--rd. And he bowed down to the L--rd there.” 


Isaiah 6:9--13 
And He said: “Go and say to this people: `Hear indeed, but do not understand; see indeed, but do not perceive.' Make the heart of this people fat, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and repent and be healed.” Then I said: “How long, O L--rd?” and He said: “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without men, and the land is utterly desolate. And [until] the L--rd removes men far away and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. And though a tenth remain in it, it will again be consumed; like a terebinth or an oak whose stump remains when it loses its leaves, so is the holy seed its stump.” 
The curse outlined in bold was temporary, as is evident from the passage following it. It lasted only until the ten northern tribes of Israel were exiled to Assyria:    
II Kings 17:22--23 
The children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam, which he had committed; they did not depart from them. Until the L--rd removed Israel from His sight, as He had spoken via all His servants, the prophets; thus, Israel was exiled from its own land to Assyria until this day. 
The tribes of Judah and Benjamin were the “tenth” (of the population) remaining. As the text foretells, they, too, were later “consumed,” i.e., exiled to Babylon: 
II Kings 25:11 
And Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, exiled the rest of the people who were left in the city and the deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon, together with the rest of the multitude. 
The New Testament (Matthew 13:14--15) cites the passage under discussion as “proof” that the Jews are cursed from recognizing Jesus as the Messiah. 
CHAPTER 12 
THE SUFFERING SERVANT 
Psalms 69:5 
They who hate me without cause are more than the hairs of my head; mighty are those who would destroy me, who hate me wrongfully; what I did not steal, must I now restore? 
Jesus quotes this passage in reference to himself: 
John 15:24--25 
...but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. It is to fulfill the word that is written in their law: “They hated me without a cause.” 
Psalms 69:8 
Because it is for Your sake that I have borne reproach, that shame has covered my face. 
Psalms 69:10 
For zeal for Your House has consumed me, and the insults of those who insult You have fallen on me. 
Jesus is said to be the subject of these verses, too: 
Romans 15:3 
For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written: “The reproaches of those who reproach You fell on me.” 
Likewise: 
Psalms 69:22 
They gave me poison in my food, and for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 
Luke 23:36--37 
The soldiers also mocked [Jesus], coming up and offering him vinegar, and saying: “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!” 
If Jesus really fulfilled the second half of this verse, why not the first part?  Also the rest of this Psalm must also be attributed to him. For example: 
Psalms 69:6 
O G--d, You know my folly; my sins are not hidden from You. 
Yet this verse was omitted from the New Testament because it contradicts the Christian doctrine of Jesus' sinlessness: 
I Peter 2:22 
He committed no sin; no guile was found in his mouth. 
Furthermore: 
Psalms 69:12 
When I made sackcloth my clothing, I became a byword to them. 
Jesus is not said to have worn sackcloth. But David (the author of this Psalm) and the Jewish people did: 
I Chronicles 21:16 
And David lifted his eyes and saw the angel of the L--rd standing between earth and heaven, with a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem; then David and the elders, who were clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. 
In verses 23--29, the Psalmist urges G--d to wreak vengeance on his enemies, whereas Jesus implores: 
Luke 23:34 
...Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 
Psalms 69:9 
I have become a stranger to my brethren, an alien to my mother's children. 
This “prophecy” was supposedly fulfilled by Jesus: 
John 7:5 
For even [Jesus'] brothers did not believe in him. 
John 1:11 
Jesus came to his own home, and his own people received him not. 
These verses of the New Testament are very revealing. Jesus' immediate family—including his mother, who allegedly gave birth to him miraculously—knew him to be a mortal being. So did his neighbors, who observed him each day. In fact, the New Testament records hostility between Jesus and his neighbors. As we saw on pages 84--85, they even attempted to kill him. Lest readers draw the obvious conclusion, the authors of the New Testament implied that this disbelief was to be expected: 
Mark 6:4, 6 
And Jesus said to them: “A prophet is not without honor, except in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house....And he wondered because of their unbelief.” 
However, the truth is that Jesus was thought to be insane by those who knew him best: 
Mark 3:21 
And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they said: “He is beside himself.” 


Missionaries claim that the following two passages foretell Jesus' betrayal by Judas (Matthew 26:47--49), which occurred even though “No wisdom, understanding, or counsel can avail against the L--rd” (Proverbs 21:30): 
1. 
Nahum 1:11 
Out of you came one who plotted evil against the L--rd, and counselled wickedness. 
This verse refers to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, as the beginning of the chapter indicates: 
Nahum 1:1 
An oracle concerning Nineveh: the book of the vision of Nahum of Elkosh. 
Out of Nineveh came its king, Sennacherib, who plotted to destroy G--d's holy city and Sanctuary by attacking the kingdom of Judah during the reign of Hezekiah. Concerning this invasion, the prophet continues: 
Nahum 1:12 
Thus says the L--rd, “Though they be united and many, they will be cut off and pass away; though I have afflicted you, I will afflict you no more.” 
Although the Assyrian army was large and powerful, G--d promised to destroy both it and its king, saving Israel from further affliction. This is exactly what occurred: 
Isaiah 37:36--38 
And the angel of the L--rd went forth and slew 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when they arose early in the morning, behold, [Assyria was] all dead corpses. Then Sennacherib, king of Assyria, departed and returned and dwelt at Nineveh. And as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech and Sharezer, his sons, killed him by the sword and escaped into the land of Ararat; and Esarhaddon reigned in his stead. 
2. 
Psalms 41:10 
Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, who ate of my bread, has lifted his heel against me. 
Prior to this verse, the Psalmist begs: 
Psalms 41:5 
...O L--rd, be gracious to me; heal me, for I have sinned against You. 
As stated, the New Testament claims that Jesus was sinless. Nonetheless, it attributes this verse to him: 
John 13:18 
I am not speaking of you all; I know whom I have chosen; it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled: “He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.” 


Psalms 22:2 
My G--d, my G--d, why have You forsaken me? Why are You so far from helping me, from the words of my cry? 
This Psalm voices the concerns of the Jewish people. Thus it continues: 
Psalms 22:5--6 
In You our fathers trusted; they trusted, and You did deliver them. To You they cried and were saved; in You they trusted, and they were not disappointed. 
This passage is alluding to: 
Exodus 2:23 
In the course of those many days, the king of Egypt died and the children of Israel groaned under their bondage and cried out, and their cry out of bondage rose up to G--d. 
Unlike the verses under discussion, the following verse is not attributed to Jesus, lest it seem too unflattering: 
Psalms 22:7 
But I am a worm, not a man; scorned by men and despised by the people. 
Again, the “speaker” is the Jewish people. Compare: 
Isaiah 41:14 
“Fear not, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel; I will help you,” says the L--rd; “your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.” 
Isaiah 49:7 
Thus says the L--rd, the Redeemer of Israel, His holy one, to that [Jewish nation] which is despised by men, to that which is abhorred by the nations, to the servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because of the L--rd, Who is faithful, [because of] the Holy One of Israel, Who has chosen you.” 
The Psalm under discussion continues: 
Psalms 22:8 
All who see me mock me: they make mouths at me, they shake their heads. 
This is said to have been fulfilled in: 
Matthew 27:39 
“...And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads.” 
However, King David was not alluding to Jesus, but to Israel. 
Compare: 
Psalms 44:14--15 
You make us a taunt to our neighbors, the derision and scorn of those about us. You make us a byword among the nations, a shaking of the head among the peoples. 
Psalms 22:11 
I was cast upon You from the womb; and from my mother's belly You have been my G--d. 
Compare: 
Isaiah 46:3 
Hearken to Me, O House of Jacob, all the remnant of the House of Israel, who have been borne by Me from birth, carried from the womb. 
Psalms 22:17 
For dogs have encompassed me; a company of evildoers encircles me; like a lion, they are at my hands and feet. 
The phrase “like a lion” is a direct translation of the Hebrew word “ke'ari.” Compare: 
Psalms 7:3 
Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending it in pieces, while there is none to deliver. 
To transform Psalms 22:17 into a “prophecy” of Jesus' crucifixion, missionaries translate “ke'ari” as “they have pierced my hands and feet.” Yet this is clearly a mistranslation, for the Psalmist continues: 
Psalms 22:22 
Save me from the lion's mouth, for You have answered me from the horns of wild oxen. 
The New Testament (Matthew 27:46) quotes the first verse of this Psalm , 22:2, as the last words of Jesus on the cross before his death.  But this is absurd!  Jesus' sole purpose for coming into the world is said to have been to suffer and die for the sins of others, so that they would be spared a similiar fate, and now when this moment finally arrived, he accuses G--d of abandoning him?!  The reader will find evidence on page 173 that Jesus greatly feared death by crucifixion. 


Isaiah 52:1 
Awake, awake, bear your strength, O Zion; don your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city; for no more shall the uncircumcised and the unclean come into you. 
Isaiah 52:6 
Therefore, My people shall know My Name; therefore, in that day, they shall know that it is I Who speaks; here am I. 
Isaiah 52:9--10 
Break forth into joy, sing together, you waste places of Jerusalem; for the L--rd has comforted His people, He has redeemed Jerusalem. The L--rd has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our G--d. 
Isaiah 52:12 
For you shall not go out in haste and you shall not go in flight, for the L--rd will go before you and the G--d of Israel will be your rear guard. 
Isaiah is indisputably speaking about the Jews' return to Jerusalem at the beginning of the Messianic Era. Beginning with the next verse (52:13), however, missionaries claim that the subject under discussion suddenly changes from the nation of Israel to Jesus! Yet the prophet's main themes clearly remain: 
1) Israel's role as a suffering people. 
2) Israel's gradual and astonishing rise to glory and splendor. 
3) The nations' acknowledgment of their sins against Israel. 
Isaiah 52:13 
Behold, My servant shall prosper: he shall be exalted, extolled, and raised very high. 
Nowhere in the Hebrew Bible is the Messiah directly called G--d's servant (see note 148). But Israel (the Jewish people) is, especially in the Book of Isaiah: 
Isaiah 41:8 
But you, Israel, are My servant; Jacob,150 whom I have chosen; seed of Abraham, My friend. 
Isaiah 43:10 
“You are My witnesses,” says the L--rd, “and My servant whom I have chosen, in order that you may know and believe Me and understand that I am He; before Me no G--d was formed, nor shall there be any after Me.” 
Isaiah 44:1 
But now hear, O Jacob, My servant, and Israel, whom I have chosen. 
Isaiah 44:21 
Remember these things, O Jacob and Israel, for you are My servant: I formed you, you are My servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me. 
Isaiah 45:4 
For the sake of My servant, Jacob, and My chosen, Israel, I call you by your name; I surnamed you, though you did not know Me. 
Isaiah 48:20 
Go forth from Babylon, flee from Chaldea, declare [this] with a shout of joy, proclaim it, send it forth to the end of the earth; say: “The L--rd has redeemed His servant, Jacob!” 
Isaiah 49:3 
And He said to me: “You are My servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified!” 
Moreover, the following verse creates an obvious dilemma for those who identify this servant as Jesus: 
Isaiah 42:19 
Who is blind but My servant, or deaf as My messenger, whom I send? Who is blind as My dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the L--rd? 
Rather, during the Messianic Era it is the Jews who will prosper and be greatly “exalted, extolled, and raised very high”: 
Isaiah 61:5--6 
Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers. But you shall be called “priests of the L--rd,” men shall say of you, “ministers of our G--d”; you shall eat the wealth of the nations and glory in their riches. 
Isaiah 52:14 
Just as many were astonished at you, [saying] “His appearance is too marred to be that of a man, and his form to be that of the sons of men.” 
Much earlier, Isaiah presents a more detailed, metaphorical description of the toll Israel's suffering has taken: 
Isaiah 1:5--6 
Where could you still be smitten, that you continue to rebel? Every head is sick and every heart faint. From the sole of the foot even to the head there is no soundness in it, but bruises and sores and bleeding wounds; they are neither pressed out nor bound up nor softened with oil. 
It is not uncommon for Israel to be personified: 
Hosea 11:1 
When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son.... 
Israel has endured a long, oppressive exile. But at the beginning of the Messianic Era, G--d will make the truth known, and then: 
Isaiah 52:15 
So shall he startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which has not been told them, they shall see, and that which they have not heard, they shall understand. 
The world will be stunned by the inner dimensions of the Jews and their relationship to G--d. Likewise: 
Isaiah 49:23 
Kings shall be your foster fathers, and their queens your nursing mothers; with their faces to the ground they shall bow down to you and lick the dust of your feet—then you will know that I am the L--rd; those who wait for Me shall not be put to shame. 
Isaiah 60:10 
Foreigners shall build up your walls and their kings shall minister to you; for in My wrath I smote you, but in My favor I have had mercy on you. 
Isaiah 53:1 
Who would have believed our report, and to whom has the arm of the L--rd been revealed? 
The nations will not see G--d's mighty arm of salvation until the beginning of the Messianic Era, as stated: 
Isaiah 52:10 
The L--rd has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our G--d. 
Isaiah 53:2 
He grew up before Him like a tender plant, like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or comeliness that we should look upon him, and no beauty that we should delight in him. 
This is a description of the Jewish people growing from infancy to nationhood in the desert, after the exodus from Egypt: 
Deuteronomy 8:15 
[G--d] led you through the great and dreadful wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground, for there was no water.... 
Compare: 
Isaiah 5:7 
For the vineyard of the L--rd of hosts is the House of Israel, and the men of Judah His pleasant plant.... 
Psalms 80:9--11 
You have brought a vine [Israel] out of Egypt, You have cast out nations and planted it. You cleared space for it and caused it to take root, and it filled the land. The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the mighty cedars with its boughs. 
Isaiah 53:3 
He was despised and forsaken by men; a man of pains, and accustomed to disease; and like one from whom men hide their faces, he was despised and we esteemed him not. 
In Biblical Hebrew, although the word “ish,” literally means “man,” it frequently refers to many, as it does here (although we have rendered it “man” because the entire chapter speaks of the Jewish people in the singular). Similarly: 
Judges 20:17 
And the man of Israel, besides Benjamin, numbered 400,000 man who drew sword; all these were man of war. 
Judges 20:22 
And the people, the man of Israel, rallied, and geared up for battle again in the place where they had arrayed themselves the first day. 
I Samuel 17:2 
And Saul and the man of Israel were gathered together, and they encamped by the valley of Elah and prepared for battle against the Philistines. 
The Hebrew word “adam” (man) can refer to many as well: 
Ezekiel 34:31 
And you, My flock, the sheep of My pasture, are man, and I am your G--d, says the L--rd, G--d. 
Thus, the “man of pains” here is Israel, which has indeed been despised and forsaken by the nations of the world. 
Isaiah 53:4--6 
Surely he has borne our diseases and endured our pains; yet we thought him stricken, smitten by G--d, and afflicted. But he was wounded because of our transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities; the chastisement of our welfare was upon him, and by his injury we were healed. Like sheep we all went astray. Everyone turned to his own way; and the L--rd has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Israel is described in these terms elsewhere: 
Isaiah 30:26 
...in the day the L--rd binds up the bruise of His people and heals the stroke of their wound. 
Jeremiah 30:12 
For thus says the L--rd: “Your [Israel's] hurt is incurable, and your wound is grievous.” 
Until the Messiah arrives, Israel's suffering will atone for the sins of the nations. Therefore, the world's welfare is secure.151 At the start of the Messianic Era, however, the nations will realize that they themselves deserved the pains and calamities they inflicted on the Jews152, the bearers of Divine Truth153. Consequently: 
Isaiah 53:8 
By oppression and judgment he was taken away, and with his generation, who considered? For he was cut off out of the land of the living for the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due. 
Each nation will blame itself for Israel's being “cut off out of the land of the living,” i.e., exiled from the Holy Land, and each will be grieved in knowing that it was deserving of such affliction154 “...for the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due.” 
Isaiah 53:9 
And they made his grave with the wicked and his deaths among the rich, although he had done no violence and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
“They” refers to Gentiles, who robbed rich Jews by falsely accusing them of wrongdoing,155 then killing them156 and burying them with common criminals.157 
“His deaths” means the deaths of the individual Jews who make up Israel.158 
Isaiah 53:10 
Yet it pleased the L--rd to crush him by disease, to see if his soul would offer itself in restitution, in order that he might see his seed [and] prolong his days, and that the will of the L--rd might prosper by his hand. 
One major purpose of Israel's suffering is to make restitution to G--d for its sins, thereby rendering them completely forgiven: 
Isaiah 43:25 
I, I am He Who blots out your transgressions for My sake, and I will not remember your sins. 
Ezekiel 36:25 
And I will sprinkle pure water upon you, and you shall be purified; of all your defilements and idols, I will cleanse you. 
After this restitution is made and Israel is completely purified, the nation will “see its seed,” i.e., it will be blessed with an abundance of children,159 as promised: 
Deuteronomy 30:5 
And the L--rd, your G--d, will bring you into the land your fathers possessed, in order that you may possess it; and He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. 
Ezekiel 36:37 
Thus says the L--rd, G--d: “Moreover, this request I will grant the House of Israel, fulfilling it for them: I will increase their men like flock.” 
G--d will also “prolong his days,” granting the Jewish people extreme longevity: 
Isaiah 65:22 
They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for the days of My people shall be like the days of a tree, and My chosen ones shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
Zechariah 8:4 
Thus says the L--rd of hosts: “Old men and old women shall again dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand due to old age.” 
Isaiah 53:11 
He shall see the travail of his soul and be satisfied; by his knowledge did My servant justify the Righteous One to the many, and bear their iniquities. 
The Jews have certainly borne the iniquities of the Gentiles: throughout history, they have been discriminated against, oppressed, tortured, raped, robbed, and murdered. By submitting themselves to this treatment and acknowledging it to be His will, they have justified and sanctified G--d's Name. In the Messianic Era, as stated, the nations will realize this self--sacrifice and the Jewish people will be satisfied and rewarded: 
Isaiah 62:8 
The L--rd has sworn by His right hand and by the arm of His strength: “I will never again make your grain food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink your wine, over which you have labored.” 
Micah 4:4 
They shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, and none shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the L--rd of hosts has spoken. 
Zephaniah 3:20 
“At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you together, for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth when I restore your captivity before your eyes,” says the L--rd. 
Isaiah 53:12 
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; for he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with transgressors, yet he bore the sin of many and interceded for the transgressors. 
Throughout the ages, the Jew has “bor[ne] the sin of many”: unjustly accused160 and denied a fair trial, he has all too often been “numbered with the transgressors” and made to “pour out his soul to death.” Yet, amid all this persecution, the Jews have relentlessly “interceded for the [Gentile] transgressors,” in compliance with: 
Jeremiah 29:7 
And seek the welfare of the city to which I have exiled you, and pray to the L--rd on its behalf, for in its welfare you will have peace. 
In the Hebrew Bible, spoil refers exclusively to property and valuables taken in war: 
Numbers 31:11 
And they took all the spoil and all the prey, both of men and of beast. 
Deuteronomy 3:7 
But all the cattle and the spoil of the cities, we took for prey for ourselves. 
I Samuel 30:18--19 
And David recovered all that Amalek had carried away....And there was nothing lacking for them...neither spoil nor anything they had taken for themselves—David recovered everything. 
Never having participated in a war, Jesus could not have taken spoils. But Israel has, and will again: 
Ezekiel 39:10 
“...[Israel] will despoil those who despoiled them, and plunder those who plundered them,” says the L--rd, G--d. 
Zechariah 14:14 
...and the wealth of all the nations round about shall be collected: gold, silver, and garments in great abundance. 
The New Testament supplies further evidence that Jesus is not the subject of the chapter under discussion: 
Isaiah 53:3 
He was despised and forsaken by men; a man of pains, and accustomed to disease, and like one from whom men hide their faces, he was despised and we esteemed him not. 
In contrast, Jesus was supposedly very popular: 
Luke 4:15 
And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 
Isaiah 53:7 
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep that is dumb before its shearers, he opened not his mouth. 
Jesus did “open his mouth” on the cross: 
Matthew 27:46 
About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice: “E--li, E--li, lama sabachthani?” that is: “My G--d, my G--d, why have You forsaken me?” 
Although the New Testament translates “sabachthani” as “forsaken me” (echoing Psalms 22:2), it means “slaughtering me.” Compare: 
Deuteronomy 12:21 
...then you shall slaughter [sabachta] of your herd and of your flock.... 
In other words, Jesus screamed out, “My G--d, my G--d, why are You slaughtering me?” A self--styled messiah, Jesus was shocked that G--d was actually letting him die! 
Isaiah 53:9 
And they made his grave with the wicked and his deaths among the rich, although he had done no violence and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
Jesus made his grave with the rich, not the wicked: 
Matthew 27:57, 59--60 
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph....And Joseph took [Jesus'] body, and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud, and laid it in his own new tomb.... 
Conversely, Jesus died among the wicked, not the rich: 
Matthew 27:38 
Then the two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right hand, and one on the left. 
The phrase “in his deaths” is also inappropriate for Jesus, for he died only one death. 
Even more problematic, Jesus is known to have committed violent acts: 
1. 
Matthew 21:18--19 
In the morning, as [Jesus] was returning to the city, he was hungry. And seeing a fig tree by the wayside he went to it, and found nothing on it but leaves only. And he said to it: “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And the fig tree dried up at once. 
If this really happened, what wrong did the tree do, especially since we learn: 
Mark 11:13 
...it was not the season for figs. 
2. 
Jesus is said to have permitted “demons” to possess two thousand herd of swine, which promptly stampeded off a cliff and drowned in the sea (Mark 5:11--13). Surely he could have exorcised these “demons”: 
Matthew 12:27 
And if I [Jesus] cast out demons by Be--el'zebul (Prince of demons), by whom do your [Pharisees'] sons cast them out? Therefore, they shall be your judges. 
G--d also enabled [Solomon] to learn that skill which expels demons, which is a science useful and sanative to men. He composed such incantations also by which distempers are alleviated. And he left behind him the manner of using exorcisms, by which they drive away demons, so that they never return, and this method of cure is of great force to this day: for I have seen a certain man of my own country[,] whose name was Eleazar, releasing people that were demonical in the presence of Vespasian [king of Rome], and his sons, and his captains, and the whole multitude of his soldiers.161 
Dr. Conyers Middleton, Eighteenth Century: 
It is remarkable that all the Christian Fathers, who lay so great a stress on the particular gift of casting out devils, allow the same power both to the Jews and [to] the Gentiles, as well before as after our Saviour's coming.162 
Origen, Third--Century Egyptian Philosopher: 
The magicians in Egypt cast out evil spirits, cure diseases by a breath, call up the spirits of the dead, make inanimate things move as if they were alive, and so influence some uncultured men, that they produce in them whatever sights and sounds they please. But because they do such things shall we consider them the sons of G--d? Or shall we call such things the tricks of pitiable and wicked men?163 
3. 
John 2:13--15 
The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the Temple, he found those who were selling oxen, and sheep and pigeons, and the money changers sitting, and when he had made a whip of cords, he drove them all, with their sheep and oxen, out of the Temple; and he poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 
The Torah commands that one bring one--tenth of his yearly produce to the Temple: 
Deuteronomy 14:22--23 
You shall surely tithe all the increase of your seed, which comes forth from the field year by year. And you shall eat before the L--rd, your G--d, in the place He shall choose to cause His Name to dwell, the tithe of your corn, wine, and oil, and the first of your herd and flock, in order that you may learn to fear the L--rd, your G--d, always. 
If one lives far away, however, then he is to sell this tenth and bring the proceeds to the Temple: 
Deuteronomy 14:24--26 
And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry it....Then you shall turn it into money, bind up the money in your hand, and go to the place the L--rd, your G--d, chooses. And spend the money on whatever you desire: oxen, sheep, wine, strong drink—whatever your soul craves; and you shall eat there before the L--rd, your G--d, and rejoice, you and your household. 
The people coming from distant lands needed to exchange their currency for Judean money in order to buy sacrificial animals, food and drink, etc., in fulfillment of the above commandments. Consequently, there were animal merchants and money changers on the premises. They were not operating illegally, nor were they  situated in an unassigned area where such practice would be considered sacrilege. If such were the case, it is ludicrous to think that the Temple officials and the millions of worshippers164 would have been oblivious to it. 
How then can one justify Jesus' behavior? And even if, for whatever reason, he could not tolerate what he saw, surely he could have expressed his feelings in a more courteous and dignified manner, especially on the Temple grounds, during the Passover preparations, and in the presence of multitudes of pilgrims! 
Moreover, unlike the subject of the passage under discussion, there was deceit in Jesus' mouth: 
Mark 16:17 
Jesus said: “These signs will accompany those who believe in my name: they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
John 14:12--14 
Truly, truly, I [Jesus] say to you, he who believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I go to my Father. Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Son; if you ask anything in my name, I will do it. 
Christians know that these are false promises. 
John 7:8--10 
“Go to the feast yourselves; I [Jesus] am not going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” So saying, he remained in Galilee. But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in private. 
Also see page 93 regarding two prophecies that proved false. 
Isaiah 53:10 
Yet it pleased the L--rd to crush him by disease, to see if his soul would offer itself in restitution, in order that he might see his seed [and] prolong his days, and that the will of the L--rd might prosper by his hand. 
Jesus' days were not prolonged, nor did he “see his seed”:165 he died childless approximately at the age of 31. 
Isaiah 53:11 
He shall see the travail of his soul and be satisfied; by his knowledge did My servant justify the Righteous One to the many, and bear their iniquities. 
As shown above, Jesus did not justify G--d either on the cross or in the Temple. And as shown in chapter 2, the founders of Christianity cast Jesus as a “bearer of iniquity” only to capitalize on the then--popular Krishna--Buddha legends. 


Jeremiah 31:14--16 
Thus says the L--rd: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentations and bitter weeping: Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted over her children, because they are no more.” Thus says the L--rd: “Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for your work shall be rewarded,” says the L--rd, “and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. There is hope for your future,” says the L--rd, “and your children shall return to their border.” 
This passage is referring to the ten lost tribes of Israel, who never returned to the Holy Land after being exiled to Assyria., but are destined to do so in the Messianic Era. Hence, the prophet continues: 
Jeremiah 31:21--22 
Set up waymarks for yourself, make yourself signposts, [and] set your heart towards the highway, the road upon which you went; return, O virgin of Israel, return to these, your cities. How long will you hide, O backsliding daughter? 
This redemption is also spoken of elsewhere: 
Hosea 2:2 
And the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together and they shall appoint for themselves one head; and shall go up from the land, for great shall be the day of Jezreel. 
So is the anguish of these lost tribes: 
Jeremiah 31:18 
I have heard Ephraim bemoaning, “You have chastised me and I was chastised, like an untrained calf; bring me back that I may be restored, for You are the L--rd, my G--d.” 
The ten tribes of Israel are called “Ephraim” because their first king came from this tribe: 
I Kings 11:26, 31, 37 
And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephramite... thus says the L--rd, G--d of Israel, “Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and give you the ten tribes.... And you will be king over Israel.” 
Jeremiah 7:15 
And I will cast you [the tribes of Judah] out of My sight as I have cast out all your brethren, all the offspring of Ephraim. 
The New Testament (Matthew 2:16) claims that Herod, the governor of Judah sought the life of baby Jesus whom he considered a threat to his throne (see page 26, no. 4,5).  Therefore, to ensure that Jesus would be among them, Herod, supposedly killed “all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under.”  Thus, “fulfilling”  our verse under discussion.  It would have been more appropriate, however, for Leah, Jacob's other wife, to be crying over the fate of these children, for she—not Rachel—is the matriarch of the descendants of Judah: 
Genesis 35:23 
Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: the sons of Leah—Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun. 
See page 61. 


Genesis 22:8 
And Abraham said: “G--d will provide Himself [with] the lamb for an offering, my son,” and the two of them went together. 
This was Abraham's answer to his son's question: 
Genesis 22:7 
“Here are the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for an offering?” 
Abraham's most difficult test of loyalty to G--d was the binding of his son, Isaac. The above dialogue was part of that ordeal. Before Abraham actually slayed his son, G--d stopped him by revealing the offering He really desired: 
Genesis 22:13 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, behind him was a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; so Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as an offering instead of his son. 
According to missionaries, the verse under discussion is prophesying that Jesus “the lamb” will be offered up to G--d on the cross. 


Zechariah 12:10 
...and they shall look to Me, Whom they have thrust through, and they shall mourn for him as one mourns for an only son, and be embittered over him as one is embittered over a firstborn. 
This verse is describing the final war between Israel and the attacking nations: 
Zechariah 12:9 
And on that day I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
It becomes clearer when its many pronouns are identified: 
And they [the Jews] shall look to Me [G--d], Whom they [the nations] have thrust through, and they [the Jews] shall mourn for him [their martyred].166 
Israel enjoys a special Providence and closeness to G--d: 
Deuteronomy 4:7 
For what great nation has G--d so near to it as the L--rd, our G--d, is to us whenever we call upon Him? 
Therefore, what befalls Israel is said to have happened to G--d. In this instance, G--d is said to have been “thrust through” when Israel was in fact the victim. Similarly: 
Isaiah 63:9 
In all their affliction, He was afflicted.... 
Psalms 83:5--6 
They have said: “Come, let us wipe them out from being a nation, in order that the name of Israel may no longer be remembered.” For they have consulted together as one; against You they make a covenant. 
Exodus 15:7 
In the greatness of Your majesty You have overthrown those who have risen up against You.... 
Although the Egyptians persecuted Israel, not G--d, “Whoever rises up against Israel is considered as if he rose up against G--d.”167 
According to the New Testament, the verse under discussion is prophesying the crucifixion of Jesus: 
John 19:34, 36--37 
But one of the soldiers pierced his side, with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water....For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled....“They shall look upon him whom they have pierced.” 
This “pious fraud” is blatant: The verse under discussion says “to Me” (eilai in Hebrew), not “upon him” (ahlav). The meaning of these words can readily be determined in: 
Genesis 44:21 
Then you said to your servant: “Bring him down to me, that I may set my eyes upon him.” 


Psalms 34:18--23 
When they [the righteous] cried for help, the L--rd heard and delivered them from all their troubles. The L--rd is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous but the L--rd delivers him from them all. He guards all his bones; not one of them is broken. Evil shall slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. The L--rd redeems the life of His servants; none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned. 
This Psalm begins: “A Psalm of David, when he feigned madness before Abimelech, so that he drove him out, and he went away.” After he was saved from Abimelech, David praised G--d for protecting the righteous. 
The New Testament cites the verse under discussion as a prophecy that none of Jesus' bones would be broken on the cross: 
John 19:36 
For these things took place that the Scripture should be fulfilled: “Not a bone of him shall be broken.” 


Zechariah 13:6 
And one shall say to him: “What are these wounds between your hands?” Then he shall answer: “Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.” 
This verse refers to the false prophets who will arise prior to the Messianic Era. The preceding verses make this clear: 
Zechariah 13:2--3 
“And on that day,” says the L--rd of hosts, “I will cut off the names of the idols from the land and they shall be remembered no more; and I will also remove from the land the prophets and the unclean spirit. And if any one [of them] again prophesies, his father and mother who bore him will say to him: `You shall not live, for you speak lies in the Name of the L--rd;' and his father and mother who bore him shall pierce him through when he prophesies.” 
Missionaries claim that the verse under discussion alludes to Jesus' crucifixion wounds. 


Zechariah 13:7 
“Awake, O sword, against My shepherd and upon the man who is near Me,” says the L--rd of hosts; “strike the shepherd, in order that the sheep may be scattered; I will turn My hand upon the little ones.” 
The focus of Zechariah chapter 13 is imposters: first false prophets and now the incompetent and insincere rulers who are to “shepherd” the exiled Jewish people, a nation likened to sheep: 
Jeremiah 50:6 
My people has been lost sheep; their shepherds have led them astray.... 
G--d promises to scrutinize these “shepherds”—bringing them “near Him”—and to punish them for oppressing His flock. He will then “turn [His] hand upon the little ones [the Jews]” in a gesture of salvation, as in: 
Isaiah 1:25--26 
I will turn My hand upon you and smelt away your dross as if with lye and remove all your alloy. And I will restore your judges as at first, and your counselors as at the beginning.... 
The New Testament sees Jesus as the shepherd here: 
Matthew 26:31 
Then Jesus said to them: “You will all fall away because of me this night; for it is written: `I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' ” 
CHAPTER 13 
SIN AND ATONEMENT 
In its historical accounts, the Hebrew Bible does not conceal the shortcomings of Israel's greatest men, and concerning mankind in general it states: 
Isaiah 64:5 
And we are all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteousness like filthy rags; we all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
Ecclesiastes 7:20 
Surely, there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. 
Psalms 143:2 
Enter not into judgment with Your servant; for no man living is righteous before You. 
These statements confirm that no one is completely righteous and without sin, and that when one does inevitably transgress he becomes “like one who is unclean,” but not actually or permanently so. 
Sins can be “erased” through sincere repentance and a firm resolution never to repeat them. The power of repentance is illustrated below: 
Psalms 51:19 
The sacrifices [acceptable to] G--d are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O G--d, You will not despise. 
I Samuel 15:22 
And Samuel said: “Does the L--rd delight as much in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obedience to the voice of the L--rd? Behold, obedience is better than any sacrifice, and to comply [is better] than the fat of rams.” 
Jeremiah 36:3 
Perhaps the House of Judah will hear all the evil I [G--d] intend to do to them, so that everyone may turn from his evil way and I may forgive their iniquity and sin. 
Ezekiel 33:11 
“As I live,” says the L--rd, G--d, “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn, turn from your evil ways, for why should you die, O House of Israel?” 
During the First and Second Commonwealths, there was an additional form of atonement, which relatively few sins required. This was the offering of an animal sacrifice on the Temple altar. Since the destruction of the Second Temple, however, sincere repentance alone168 has secured total expiation: 
Hosea 14:3 
Take with you words, return to the L--rd; say to Him: “Forgive all iniquity, accept that which is good; and we will offer the words of our lips instead of bullocks.” 
Missionaries claim that the death of Jesus obviated both repentance and sacrifices. They say that the only way people can obtain G--d's forgiveness is to believe that Jesus died on the cross in lieu of their deserved punishment: 
I Corinthians 15:3 
For I delivered to you first of all what I also received, that Christ died for our sins. 
But consider the following: 
1. Jesus was just one of thousands crucified by the Romans (see page 123). 
2. The New Testament depicts Jesus dying against his will: 
Hebrews 5:7 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud crying and tears, to Him Who was able to save him from death, and he was heard in that he feared.... 
Luke 22:42--44 
Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from me, but not my will but Yours be done.  And there appeared an angel to him from heaven, strengthening him.  And being in agony he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat were as great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
Matthew 27:46 
About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice: “E--li, E--li, lama sabachthani,” that is: “My G--d, my G--d, why have You forsaken me?” 
Here is the real Jesus, exposed for all to see, desperately praying that G--d save him from imminent death.  So weak was he that this “divine” being needed an “angel ” to strengthen him.  And when he was on the cross knowing that his prayers were not answered, he accused G--d of deserting him! 
Obviously he saw no reason to die. 
3. Animal sacrifices atone only for past sins: no offering supposedly replaced by Jesus brought atonement for future sins. 
4. Except for a few exceptions (Leviticus 5:1,20--26), sins intentionally committed did not require an animal sacrifice for one to be forgiven. 
5. In the Messianic Era, all Jews will be forgiven for their sins, regardless of what they believe: 
Jeremiah 50:20 
In those days and in that time, says the L--rd, Israel's iniquity will be sought and there shall be none; and Judah's, and none shall be found; for I will forgive those whom I leave as a remnant. 
Zechariah 3:9 
...and I will remove the sin of that land [Israel] in one day. 
Isaiah 43:25 
I, I am He Who blots out your transgressions for My own sake, and I will not remember your sins. 
6. The Second Temple remained standing for forty--one years after Jesus' death. During that period, millions of animals continued to be sacrificed on the altar.169 
7. The entire sacrificial system will be reinstated in the Third Temple: 
Isaiah 56:7 
...their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted upon My altar; for My House shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
Jeremiah 33:17--18 
For thus says the L--rd: “David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the House of Israel. Nor shall the Levitical priests lack a man in My presence to offer burnt offerings, burn meal offerings, and make sacrifices forever.” 
CHAPTER 14 
THE “VIRGIN MARY” MYTH 
Isaiah 54:1 
“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break into song and cry aloud, you who did not labor, for the children of the desolate are more than the children of a married woman,” says the L--rd. 
Isaiah 54:5--6 
“For your Maker is your Husband, the L--rd of hosts is His Name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, `The G--d of the whole earth,' He is called. For the L--rd has called you like a woman deserted and distressed in spirit and [like] a wife of one's youth who was rejected,” says your G--d. 
These verses are referring to the Messianic redemption of the Jewish people and the repopulation of the “barren” Land of Israel, as this chapter continues to state: 
Isaiah 54:7 
For a brief moment I [G--d] forsook you, but with great compassion I will gather you. 
Isaiah 54:17 
“No weapon that is formed against you shall succeed, and every tongue that rises against you in judgment you shall condemn—this is the heritage of the servants of the L--rd, and their just reward from Me,” says the L--rd. 
Similarly: 
Isaiah 66:7--8 
Before she was in labor, she gave birth; before her pain came, she had delivered a son. Whoever heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Is a land born in one day? Is a nation brought forth in one moment? [Yet] as soon as Zion was in labor, she brought forth her children. 
G--d is Israel's “Husband”: 
Hosea 2:18 
“And on that day,” says the L--rd, “you [Jews] will call Me, `my Husband,' and no longer will you call Me `my Master.' ” 
Missionaries claim that the verses under discussion refer to Mary, who is said to be “married” to G--d! 


Isaiah 7:14 
Therefore the L--rd Himself shall give you a sign: behold, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and she shall call his name Immanuel. 
King Ahaz of Judah was very distressed by the imminent invasion of Syria and the kingdom of northern Israel: 
Isaiah 7:1 
And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz (the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah) that Rezin (king of Syria) and Pekah (the son of Ramaliah, king of Israel) came to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but they could not conquer it. 
G--d promised Ahaz His help (Isaiah 7:4--9) but suggested that he nevertheless ask for a sign of the L--rd's protection: 
Isaiah 7:10--11 
And the L--rd spoke again to Ahaz, saying: “Ask a sign of the L--rd, your G--d....” 
Ahaz refused, however, so Isaiah responded with the verse under discussion. Concerning this child, Isaiah said: 
Isaiah 7:15--16 
He shall eat curd and honey when he knows how to refuse evil and choose good. For before the child knows how to refuse evil and choose good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 
And so it was: 
II Kings 15:29--30 
In the days of Pekah (king of Israel), Tiglath--pileser (king of Assyria) came and took Ijon, Abel--beth--maacah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee—all the land of Naphtali—and carried them captive to Assyria. And Hosea (the son of Elah) plotted a conspiracy against Pekah (the son of Ramaliah) and smote him, killed him, and reigned in his stead in the twentieth year of Jotham, the son of Uzziah.170 
II Kings 16:9 
And the king of Assyria hearkened to [Ahaz], for the king of Assyria marched up against Damascus [Syria] and seized it, carrying its people captive to Kir, and he killed Rezin. 
Throughout the Hebrew Bible, signs given to individuals are performed immediately. For example: 
II Kings 20:8 
And Hezekiah said to Isaiah: “What shall be the sign that the L--rd will heal me and I will go up to the House of the L--rd on the third day?” 
They agreed that the sundial should move ten degrees backward. Immediately we read: 
II Kings 20:11 
And Isaiah the prophet cried to the L--rd and He brought the shadow back ten degrees, by which [the sun] had declined on the dial of Ahaz. 
Similarly, when Gideon was chosen to lead Israel in battle, he asked for a sign that he would be victorious: 
Judges 6:17 
And he said to [the angel]: “If now I have found favor in your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you who speaks to me.” 
Immediately, we read: 
Judges 6:21 
Then the angel of the L--rd extended the tip of the staff that was in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes; and fire went up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened cakes; [then] the angel of the L--rd vanished from his sight. 
Likewise, to assure Moses of his success against Pharaoh, G--d promptly turned his staff into a snake and made his hand leprous (Exodus 4:2--7). The signs performed in Egypt were also immediate: 
Exodus 4:30 
And Aaron spoke all the words that the L--rd had spoken to Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. 
According to the original Hebrew, the verse under discussion states that the young woman “is with child,” in the present tense, i.e., it is referring to someone living at the time. This same present--tense Hebrew verb, “harah,” appears in the following verses: 
Genesis 16:11 
And the angel of the L--rd said to [Hagar]: “Behold, you are with child and shall bear a son; you shall call his name Ishmael because the L--rd has heard your affliction.” 
Genesis 38:24 
About three months later, Judah was told: “Tamar your daughter--in--law has played the harlot; moreover, she is with child  by harlotry....” 
II Samuel 11:5 
And [Bathsheba] conceived and she sent and told David: “I am with child.” 
Furthermore, the use of the definite article—“the young woman”— indicates that this was someone both Isaiah and Ahaz knew.  When the child was born, she would unknowingly give him a name with a symbolic message for Ahaz: Immanuel, which means “G--d is with us.” 
According to the New Testament, the verse under discussion foretells that Jesus would be born to the “virgin” Mary, even though the child's name was Immanuel! 
Matthew 1:22 
All this took place to fulfill what the L--rd had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel....” 
But news of a virgin birth in another seven hundred years would have offered Ahaz little comfort. 
Moreover, the original Hebrew explicitly calls the mother of Immanuel “the young woman” (“ha'almah”), not “the virgin” (“ha'bethulah”). Unlike the New Testament, such modern Christian translations as The New English Bible, The Good News Bible, and The Revised Standard Version have translated it correctly. 


Genesis 4:1 
And the man knew Eve, his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain; and she said: “I have acquired a man with the L--rd.” 
Having just been created directly by G--d, Eve was fully aware that He is the Direct Cause of everything. Therefore, upon bearing her first child, she acknowledged Him in appreciation. Thus, this verse is commonly translated: “...I have acquired a man with the help of the L--rd.” 
Similarly: 
Genesis 4:25 
Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, because “G--d has provided me with another child in place of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 
According to missionaries, Eve thought that G--d had impregnated her while she was still a virgin, and that she had given birth to the Messiah! However, as evident in the beginning of the verse under discussion, she was well aware that her husband had fathered her child. Indeed, the Hebrew word “yada” (knew) signifies sexual intimacy. 171 


Genesis 3:15 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed: he will pound your head and you will bite his heel. 
As part of the serpent's punishment for luring Eve to eat from the forbidden tree, there would be strife between their descendants: people would kill snakes by crushing their heads, and snakes would bite people's heels. 
Since G--d is here addressing the serpent, who ensnared only Eve, Adam is not mentioned in this curse. However, the descendants of Adam and Eve are identical. Similarly: 
Genesis 16:10 
The angel of the L--rd said to [Hagar]: “I will greatly multiply your seed, and it will be too numerous to count.” 
Although Abraham, Hagar's husband, was to be the father of this seed, he was not mentioned because the angel was speaking only to her. 
Missionaries claim that the verse under discussion is a prophecy that Jesus will destroy the works of Satan: 
I John 3:8 
...the reason the Son of G--d appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 
They identify “her seed” as the “virgin Mary” 's, i.e., Jesus; the serpent as Satan; and “your seed” as the works of Satan. 
Yet evil still prevails in the world, indicating that Jesus did not “destroy the works of the devil.” Even according to the New Testament, Satan has been very active since Jesus died: 
Romans 16:20 
...then the G--d of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet... 
I Thessalonians 2:18 
...because we wanted to come to you, I, Paul, again and again, but Satan hindered us. 


Malachi 1:11 
For from the rising of the sun to its setting, My Name is great among the nations.... 
Here, Israel is being rebuked for sacrificing blemished animals to G--d: 
Malachi 1:8 
“When you offer a blind animal in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer a lame or sick animal, is that not evil? Present that to your governor: will he be pleased with you or show you favor?” says the L--rd of hosts. 
Although they worshipped many gods, the heathen nations recognized G--d as the Ultimate Creator. 
Exodus 18:10--11 
And Jethro said, “Blessed be the L--rd....Now I know that the L--rd is greater than all gods....” 
Daniel 2:47 
The king spoke to Daniel and said: “Truly, your G--d is the G--d of gods....” 
Therefore, relative to their understanding, their sacrifices were considered to have been offered to G--d, albeit indirectly, as the verse under discussion continues: 
Malachi 1:11 
...and in every place incense is offered to My Name, and a pure offering.... 
Missionaries claim that the verse under discussion is describing the worship of Jesus, even though he would not even be born until four hundred sixty years later! 
Christians deny that Jesus had siblings, lest this familial background detract from his “uniqueness.” Therefore, they maintain that Mary was a virgin both before and after his birth. But the New Testament says otherwise: 
Matthew 1:24--25 
When Joseph woke from his sleep, he did as the angel of the L--rd commanded him; he took [Mary], but knew her not until she had brought forth her firstborn son, and he called his name Jesus. 
Matthew 12:46 
While [Jesus] was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him. 
Matthew 13:55--56 
Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us?... 
John 7:3 
So [Jesus'] brothers said to him: “Leave here and go to Judea, [in order] that your disciples may see the works you are doing.” 
Acts 1:14 
All these [disciples] devoted themselves to prayer, together with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 
Galatians 1:19 
But I saw none of the apostles except James, the Lord's brother.172 
I Corinthians 9:5 
Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? 
CHAPTER 15 
MORE PIOUS FRAUD 
Another “pious fraud” technique used when Jesus' biography was being compiled was to attribute to him, miracles and anecdotes recorded in the Hebrew Bible. The following examples illustrate this ruse: 
The Hebrew Bible relates that before she gave birth to Samuel, Hannah had been childless.173 And to show her gratitude to G--d for blessing her with a son, “...she brought him to the House of the L--rd,...”174 “...along with three bullocks,...”175 to be sacrificed there. 
Mary was also said to have been without children prior to the birth of Jesus,176 and that after she bore him, “...they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the L--rd....”177 “and to offer a sacrifice....”178 
In both narratives, the families were greeted at the Temple by holy people. Eli the High Priest received Samuel,179 and “...Simeon, a man righteous and devout,...”180 together with a “prophetess,”181 were on hand to sing the praises of Jesus. Interestingly, her name is given as Anna182 which in Hebrew is Hannah! 
Even the description of Jesus' spiritual progress is curiously similar to Samuel's: 
“Now the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature, and in favor with the L--rd and with men.”183 
“And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with G--d and man.”184 
John the Baptist, supposedly Jesus' cousin, is represented in the New Testament as being a reincarnation of Elijah the prophet.185 
The account of John's birth was derived from the chronicles of Samson: 
Both their mothers are described as being barren, and childless186 when an angel appears announcing the forthcoming birth of an illustrious son.187 
Samson's mother was warned that she must “...drink no wine or strong drink,...”188 Similarly, the angel said that John “...shall drink no wine or strong drink,....”189 
The reason for this abstention in both instances were identical: 
“...The child [Samson] shall be a Nazirite to G--d from the womb....”190 “...he [John] shall be filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother's womb.”191 
The closing statements of both narratives are also strikingly similar: 
“...and the child [Samson] grew, and the L--rd blessed him.”192 
“And the child [John] grew, and became strong in the spirit,....”193 
The feasibility that Jesus brought a dead man back to life is dramatically reduced when one compares the details of this report with a miracle performed by Elijah the prophet: 
Both episodes begin with the words: 
“As he drew near to the gate of the city, behold,....194 They, then both continue to relate that a widow's son had died,195 and subsequently was resurrected, one by Elijah, and one by Jesus.196 
Each, in turn, then “...gave him to his mother.”197 
Elisha the prophet fed a large group of people with a small quantity of food consisting of first fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and fresh ears of grain. His disciples at first expressed disbelief that this would suffice for so many people. However, not only was it enough, but food was left over.198 
Jesus is said to have fed a large group of people with a small quantity of food consisting of seven loaves of bread and a few small fish. His disciples at first expressed disbelief that this would suffice for so many people. However, it is claimed that not only was it enough, but food was left over.199 
The Hebrew Bible informs us that the prophet Elijah abstained from all food and drink in the wilderness for a forty day period.200 The writers of Jesus' biography knew that this feat clearly proved Elijah's unique holiness. Therefore, with a few strokes of their pens, billions of people during the past two thousand years were falsely misled into believing that Jesus also fasted for forty days in the wilderness!201 
The writings of Josephus, published prior to 100 C.E. were also a source from which the compilers of the New Testament freely drew upon. 
From his autobiography, we read: 
“When I was fourteen years old, I was commended by everyone for the love I had for learning. Because of this, the high priests, and learned men of the city [Jerusalem] came often to me to enquire about the accurate understanding of points of the Law.”202 
The New Testament is mysteriously silent about what transpired during the first thirty years of Jesus' life. Therefore, the insertion of a similar passage insinuating that he was a recognized child prodigy ideally filled this void. Thus, we read: 
“When he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom [to Jerusalem],... After three days they found him in the Temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions, and all who heard him were amazed at his understanding, and his answers.”203 
Josephus recounts that during the Roman war against Jerusalem when escape by a Jew was nearly impossible, the following scheme was put into effect: 
“And now Simon, thinking he might be able to scare and delude the Romans, put on a white robe,...and appeared out of the ground.... Those who saw him were greatly horrified, and remained motionless....”204 
To add dramatic effect to the “resurrection” story, elements from Simon's adventure were blended into it: 
“...an angel of the L--rd descended from heaven, and rolled back the stone,....his clothing was white as snow. And for the fear of him, the guards trembled, and became like dead men.”205 
After Josephus betrayed his people, and deserted to the Roman side, he tells the following: 
“...I saw many captives crucified; and I remembered three of them as my former acquaintances. ...I went to Titus, and told him of them. He immediately commanded them to be taken down....Two of them died under the physician's hands, while the third recovered.”206 
Similarly: 
“And with [Jesus] they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left.... Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council,...went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus.”207 
It is certainly peculiar that on separate occasions two prominent individuals both viewed a set of three men being crucified. Both then went to a Roman official to plea that his friend(s) might be taken down. After their request was granted, in each case, two of the crucified men died, and one survived. 
In the New Testament's account, the two robbers died, and Jesus survived by means of “resurrection.” 
In addition to this, the very name Joseph of Arimathea which in the original Greek of Mark is Joseph apo Arimathias208 was taken from the genealogy of Josephus. There, he informs us that his grandfather Joseph begot Matthias. The Greek text of which is Josepou Matthias!209 
CHAPTER 16 
THE NOAHIDE COVENANT 
The human race consists of two distinct religious groups, each of which is to serve G--d in accordance with His expressed will. The first group, the Jews, are to study and observe the Torah, their Code of Law, and their other holy books. 
The second group, the non--Jews, also have a code of law. This legal system is based on G--d's six commands to Adam and the additional prohibition He imposed on Noah.210 
Since these seven laws are included in the Torah (some paralleling the Ten Commandments), they are to be observed by Jews as well. They consist of one positive command and six negative commands: 
1) Establish courts of law: 
Deuteronomy 16:18 
Appoint yourselves judges and officers in all your gates, which the L--rd, your G--d, gives you, tribe by tribe; and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. 
2) Do not blaspheme: 
Leviticus 24:15 
Anyone who curses his G--d shall bear his sin. 
3) Do not worship idols (the second of the Ten Commandments): 
Deuteronomy 5:7--9 
You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above or on earth beneath, or in the water under the earth. You shall neither bow down to them nor serve them.... 
4) Do not murder (the sixth of the Ten Commandments): 
Deuteronomy 5:17 
You shall not murder.... 
5) Do not commit adultery (the seventh of the Ten Commandments): 
Deuteronomy 5:17 
...neither shall you commit adultery.... 
6) Do not steal. 
Leviticus 19:11 
You shall not steal.... 
7) Do not eat the limb of a living animal: 
Genesis 9:4 
But the flesh with its living soul, its blood, you shall not eat. 
Although most of these regulations were given to Adam, they are called “The Seven Laws of Noah,” for Noah became the progenitor of the human race after the flood. Each of these commands actually comprises an entire system of laws, for just as the basic commands of the Torah gave rise to the Code of Jewish Law, these seven laws are the foundation of the Noahide Code of Law. 
The historical transmission of the Seven Laws of Noah was virtually identical to that of the Jewish Code of Law. Both systems remained oral for over one thousand years, until they were recorded in what has become known as the Talmud (see glossary).211 
The Noahide Covenant is also acknowledged in the New Testament: 
Acts 15:19--21 
Therefore my (Jame's) judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to G--d, but should write to them to abstain from the pollutions of idols, and from unchasity and from what is strangled and from blood. For from early generations Moses has had in every city those who preach him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues. 
In antiquity, non--Jews living in Israel and observing these seven universal laws were permitted to offer sacrifices in the Temple.212 
After the destruction of Jerusalem in 68 C.E. and the dispersion of the Jewish people among the nations, constant persecution prevented the Jews from effectively teaching Gentiles the Noahide Code. However, in this age of reason and religious tolerance, with the world witnessing the miracles performed for the Jewish people in its restored homeland, the time is ripe for the nations to learn and observe the Noahide Code. 
As an incentive for non--Jews to abide by their G--d--given covenant, it should be remembered the awful consequences that befell early mankind for its total disregard of it: 
Genesis 6:12--13 
And G--d saw the earth and behold, it was corrupted, because all flesh had corrupted its way on the earth. And G--d said to Noah: “The end of all flesh has come before Me, because the earth is filled with wickedness.” 
And the reward which its lone observer merited to receive: 
Genesis 6:9 
Noah was a righteous man, pious in his generation, and Noah walked with G--d. 
A Gentile who accepts the seven commandments and observes them meticulously is a “Righteous Gentile,” and will have a portion in the World to Come, provided that he accepts and performs them because G--d commanded so in the Torah.... But if his observance is based upon reason, he is not a resident alien, or one of the pious Gentiles, or one of their wise men.213 
I call heaven and earth to bear witness that any individual—man or woman, Jew or Gentile, freeman or slave—can have Divine Inspiration bestowed upon him. It all depends on one's deeds.214 
For those interested in learning more about the Noahide Covenant, we recommend The Seven Laws of Noah (New York: Jacob Joseph School Press, 1981) and The Path of the Righteous Gentile (Southfield: Targum Press, 1987). 
The B'nai No'ach movement; P.O.B. 442, Athens, Tennessee 37303. 
The International Lubavitch Organization, headquartered in Brooklyn, New York, is also active in informing Gentiles of their G--d--given Code of Law. 
This anthology has now come to an end. We thank G--d for helping us every step of the way. May it be His will that soon all mankind will know the truth and act upon the words of the wisest man, King Solomon: 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 
The end of the matter, all having been heard: fear G--d and keep His commandments, for this is the whole purpose of man. 
Amen. 
Chapter 17
APPENDIX I 
The Messiah and the Messianic Era According to Maimonides* 
King Messiah will arise and restore the kingdom of David to its former state and original sovereignty. He will rebuild the Sanctuary and gather the dispersed of Israel. All the ancient laws will be reinstated in his days; sacrifices will again be offered; the Sabbatical and Jubilee years will again be observed in accordance with the commandments set forth in the Torah. 
One who does not believe in a restoration or does not look forward to the coming of the Messiah denies not only the teachings of the prophets but also those of the Torah and Moses, our teacher, for Scripture affirms the restoration of Israel, as it is said: Then the L--rd your G--d will turn your captivity, and have compassion upon you, and will return and gather you...and the L--rd your G--d will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed (Deut. 30:3,4,5.)215 
* Known as the RaMBaM -- Rabbi Moshe Ben (son of) Maimon, the renowned 12th Century C. E. Rabbi, Philosopher and Physician. 
Do not think that King Messiah will have to perform signs and wonders, bring anything new into being, revive the dead, or do similar acts. It is not so. Rabbi Akiba was a great sage, a teacher ofthe Mishnah, yet he was also the right--hand man of Ben Kozba. He thought that the latter was King Messiah; he and all the sages of his generation shared this belief until Ben Kozba was slain. Then it became known that he was not the Messiah. Yet the Rabbis had not asked him for a sign or token. The general principle is: This Torah of ours with its statutes and ordinances is not subject to change. It is for ever and all eternity; it is not to be added to or to be taken away from. Whoever adds to it, or takes away from it, or misinterprets it, and strips the commandments of their literal sense is an impostor, a wicked man, and a heretic.216 
If a King arises from the House of David who meditates on the Torah, occupies himself with the commandments, as did his ancestor David, observes the precepts prescribed in the Written and the Oral Law, prevails upon Israel to walk in the way of the Torah and to follow its direction, and fights the battles of the L--rd, it may be assumed that he is the Messiah. If he does these things and succeeds, rebuilds the Sanctuary on its site, and gathers the dispersed of Israel, he is beyond all doubt the Messiah. He will prepare the whole world to serve the L--rd as it is written: For then will I turn to the peoples a pure language, that they may all call upon the Name of the L--rd to serve Him with one consent (Zephaniah 3:9). But if he does not meet with full success, or is slain, it is obvious that he is not the Messiah promised in the Torah. He is to be regarded like all the other wholehearted and worthy kings of the House of David who died and whom the Holy One, blessed be He, raised up to test the multitude, as it is written: And some of them that are wise shall stumble, to refine among them, and to purify, and to make white, even to the time of the end; for it is yet for the time appointed (Daniel 11:35). 
Even of Jesus of Nazareth, who imagined that he was the Messiah, but was put to death by the court, Daniel had prophesied, as it is written: And the children of the violent among your people shall lift themselves up to establish the vision; but they shall stumble (Daniel 11:14). For has there ever been a greater stumbling than this? All the prophets affirmed that the Messiah would redeem Israel, save them, gather their dispersed, and confirm the commandments. But he caused Israel to be destroyed by the sword, their remnant to be dispersed and humiliated. He was instrumental in changing the Torah and causing the world to err and serve another beside G--d. 
But it is beyond the human mind to fathom the designs of the Creator; for our ways are not His ways, neither are our thoughts His thoughts. All these matters relating to Jesus of Nazareth...only served to clear the way for King Messiah, to prepare the whole world to worship G--d with one accord, as it is written: For then will I turn to the peoples a pure language, that they may call upon the Name of the L--rd to serve Him with one consent (Zephaniah 3:9). Thus, the messianic hope, the Torah, and the commandments have become familiar topics—topics of conversation among the inhabitants of the far isles and many peoples, uncircumcized of heart and flesh. They are discussing these matters and the commandments of the Torah. Some say, “Those commandments were true, but have lost their validity and are no longer binding;” others declare that they had an esoteric meaning and were not intended to be taken literally; that the Messiah has already come and revealed their occult significance. But when the true King Messiah will appear and succeed, be exalted and lifted up, they will forthwith recant and realize that they have inherited naught but lies from their fathers, that their prophets and forbears led them astray.217 
One should not think that in the days of the Messiah any of the laws of nature will cease, or a new creation will come into being. The world will follow its normal course. The words of Isaiah: And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid (Isaiah 11:6) are to be understood figuratively, meaning that Israel will live securely among the wicked of the Gentiles, who are likened to wolves and leopards, as it is written: A wolf of the deserts does spoil them, a leopard watches over their cities (Jeremiah 5:6). They will all accept the true religion, and will neither plunder or destroy. They will eat what is permissible, gently with Israel as it is written: And the lion shall eat straw like the ox (Isaiah 11:7). All similar expressions used in connection with the Messianic Age are metaphorical. In the days of King Messiah the full meaning of those metaphors and their allusions will become clear to all.218 
The Rabbis said: The sole difference between the present and the Messianic days is delivery from servitude to foreign powers (Sanhedrin 91b). Taking the words of the prophets in their literal sense, it appears that the beginning of the Messianic Era will be marked by the war of Gog and Magog; that prior to that war, a prophet will arise to guide Israel and set their hearts aright, as it is written: Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet (Malachi 3:23). Elijah will come neither to declare the clean unclean, nor the unclean clean; neither to disqualify those who are presumed to be of legitimate descent, nor to pronounce qualified those who are presumed to be of illegitimate descent, but to bring peace in the world, as it is said: And he shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the children (Malachi 3:24). 
Some of our sages say that the coming of Elijah will precede the advent of the Messiah. But no one is in a position to know the details of this and similar things until they happen. They are not explicitly stated by the prophets. Nor have the Rabbis any tradition with regard to these matters. They are guided solely by what the Scriptural texts seem to imply. Hence, there is a divergence of opinion on the subject. Nevertheless, neither the exact sequence of those events nor their particulars constitute religious dogmas. No one should ever occupy himself with the legendary themes or spend much time on midrashic statements bearing on these and similar subjects. He should not consider them essential, since they lead neither to the fear of G--d nor to the love of Him. Nor should one calculate the end. The Rabbis said: Blasted be those who reckon out the end (Talmud Sanhedrin 97b). One should wait for his coming and accept in principle this article of faith, as we have stated before.219 
In the days of King Messiah, when his kingdom will be established and all Israel will gather around him, their pedigrees will be determined by him through Divine Inspiration which will rest upon him, as it is written: And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier... (Malachi 3:3). First he will purify the descendants of Levi, declaring: “This one of good birth, is a priest; this one, of good birth, is a Levite.” Those who are not of good birth will be demoted to the rank of Israelite, for it is written: And the Governor said unto them that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and Tummim (Ezra 2:63). It is inferred therefrom that the genealogy of those considered to be of good lineage will be traced by means of Divine Inspiration, and those found to be of good birth will be made known. The descent of the Israelites will be recorded according to their tribes. He will announce: “This one is of such--and--such a tribe, and this one of such--and--such a tribe.” But he will not say concerning those who are presumed to be of pure descent: “This is a bastard; this is a slave.” For the rule is: Once a family has been intermingled with others, it retains its status.220 
The sages and prophets did not long for the days of the Messiah that Israel might exercise dominion over the world, or rule over the nations, or be exalted by them, or that it might eat and drink and rejoice. Their aspiration was that Israel be free to devote itself to the Torah and its wisdom, with no one to oppress or disturb it, and thus be worthy of life in the World to Come.221 
In that era there will be neither famine nor war, neither jealousy nor strife. Blessings will be abundant, comforts within the reach of all. The one preoccupation of the whole world will be to know the L--rd. Hence, Jews will be very wise, they will know the things that are now concealed and will attain an understanding of their Creator to the utmost capacity of the human mind, as it is written: For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the L--rd, as the waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9).222 
CHAPTER 18
APPENDIX II 
OUR GENERATION IN MESSIANIC PROPHECIES 
Our present state of existence which has both G-d and G-dliness hidden, the powers of evil unchained, and wicked people prospering, will not continue for long. At the advent of the Messiah, the world will awaken from it's sleep, and will become profoundly aware of the Truth and Reality of all existence. They will then change their behavior accordingly.223 The world will have then entered the Messianic Era. 
As we would expect, G-d spoke extensively through the Prophets and the Rabbis about this time. The following is a sample of what was written as far back as 750 B.C.E., up to 250 years ago. 
The Messiah will be revealed when people will be both healthy and brilliant,224 so scientifically and technologically advanced, that they will have the power to destroy the world.225 
However, the vast majority will be in desperate need of spiritual and moral instruction.226 They will be shameless and arrogant,227 and truthfulness will all but disappear.228The wickedness of the times will have it's effect upon children, who will act brazenly and disrespectfully towards elders, including their parents and parents-in-law.229 The exemplary behavior of sin-fearing individuals, who will try to serve G-d, will not be followed, but rather they will be scorned and despised.230 
Wars,231 disharmony and social discord will be the order of the day, to such an extent that one will have enemies in his own family.232 The government of Israel will also be a victim of society, and will turn to heresy,233 and as if this is not bad enough, no one will rebuke them.234 Therefore, it should come as no surprise that the spiritual decay of the generation, caused it long ago to be compared to the face of a dog.235 So low will it be, that just as the wicked ways of the people living at the time of Noah brought upon them the flood, so also according to the Divine Attribute of Justice, the generation that will see the Messiah should rightly be destroyed.236 However, G-d will have mercy upon them, and He will instruct the Messiah to reveal himself, so as to prepare deserving people for their eternal existence on earth.237 This will happen immediately following a time when the Jewish Nation as a whole will spontaneously repent, and return to G-d and His Torah.238  If they do not repent voluntarily, G-d will cause an evil ruler to arise over them, whose harsh decrees will force them to do so.239 
Considering all of the above, it is safe to assume that we are the people being described. But there is still further evidence. 
After having spent trillions of dollars in developing sophisticated weapons, nations are now not only speaking about nuclear disarmament, but are actually destroying their arsenal to some extent. This is a giant leap towards the Messianic Era wherein all peoples will live in peaceful coexistence, totally free of war240 and destructive weapons.241 
The miracle of the Jewish people returning to their homeland,242 and rebuilding it up from wastelands,243 with the assistance of other nations,244 have all been foretold. This new reality has set the stage for the time when the Third Temple will be built, and Jerusalem will be the spiritual center of the world.245 But this is not all. The AIDS epidemic corresponds to predictions of a worldwide contagious plague,246 and the thinning of the Ozone layer fits the descriptions of the  sun's shield being removed.247 
There is another most terrifying prophecy that is also to take place immediately before the revelation of the Messiah, and that is the war of Gog and Magog248. There are authorities who said that this battle will not happen in the literal sense249, but if it's description is to be taken literally, then we could shortly expect all the nations to attack Jerusalem250, only to find themselves fighting against G-d. The result will be that it will take seven months for the Jews to bury the enemy dead just around Israel's borders251
The fact that the Jewish Nation at that time will be the reincarnation of the Jews that were in the desert with Moses,252 will surely be among their many merits that will protect them in this war. 
The man who is destined to be the Messiah will be a direct descendant of King David through the family of Solomon, David's son.253 Even before the "Spirit of the Messiah" descends into him,254 he will be extremely pious, living in close communion with G-d. When he receives this intense revelation, he will be raised up to an exalted spiritual level: 
The Spirit of G-d shall rest on him 
The spirit of wisdom and understanding 
The spirit of counsel and might 
The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the L-rd.255 
Thus, the individual who is to be the guide for all mankind, and who will cause all the world to serve G-d together,256 will be wiser than Solomon,257 greater than the patriarchs and prophets,258 and more honored than kings;259 for indeed, he will reign as king of the world.260 This great revelation will resemble the first time G-d appeared to Moses, at the Burning Bush, and informed him that he had been chosen to redeem the Jewish Nation from Egypt.261 Moses was then an elderly man of 80 years.262   And no matter how awesome were the miracles of the exodus, the wonders and lasting significance of this final redemption through the Messiah will overshadow it.263 
Once G-d and the Messiah are revealed, all the world will turn their attention from worldly pursuits to spiritual matters. The occupation of all the world will be only to know G-d,264 and to worship Him.265 For indeed, “The knowledge of G-d will fill the earth as the waters cover the sea,”266 and all of us will be His servants.267 In that era,, famine, envy, and competition will cease to be, and material goods will be abundant, and available as dust.268 
When one freely chooses to observe his Code of Law now, prior to the intense revelations of the Messianic Era when Divine Inspiration will be poured upon all mankind,269 and when death,270 evil,271 and the evil inclination272 in us will be destroyed forever, he purifies his soul and is drawn closer to G-d. Obviously, in the Messianic Era, when only good and truth will exist and everyone will be serving G-d according to His expressed Will on Mount Sinai, the free-will opportunity for elevating ourselves then will not be as it is now.273 
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