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TO

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

GEORGE CANNING, M. P.

HIS MAJESTY'S AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY %0

THE COURT OF PORTUGAL, &¢. &c.

SIR;

YOUR absence from this
country, ynd the observation of the
historian, which I have adopted as s
motto, will plead my excuse for dedicating
this volume to you, without a previows
intimation of my wish for that honour to
my work and to myself. ‘ The causes
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of the ruin of the society of Jesuits, with
Ms circumstances and effects, are worthy
. of your attention.” I have bestowed a
considerable degree of labour in making
myself acqhainted with them, and, having
been induced to throw the result of my‘
inquiries into the form of a book, I know
not to whom I cdn better present it than
to a man, who, among the services which
he has been active in rendering to his
country, in her legislation and letters, has
been the liberal advocate of the cdfbplic
body in general, and who, I'am confident,
will be pleased to see any society, or any.
" individual, rescued -from -opprobrium,
which time and -colouring may have‘fixed
| an character.. You are on' the spot, Sir,
where the 'Jesuits- were ‘persecuted with'

the greatest virulence; a circumstance, to
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" my apprebension,: not the most favourable
" to.the investigation , of tryth, as it may
well be imagined, that the prejudices,
which were raised by the unprincipled and
unrelentingi minister of Joseph I, of Portu-
| gal, have too strongly enveloped it to be -
easily removed: but there are minds
gifted with a discernment approaching to
intuition, and, if aﬁy ‘man can unweave
theé. web, which has been spun around this
unfortunate society, to your penetration
may it be trusted. I have examined the
subject with sincerity and disinterestedness,
and, from conviction, I feel such interest
"in the establishment of the facts which I
have stated, and the conclusions which I
have drawn, that I dare hope that what
I here offer to your consideration will one

day be corroborated by testimony and
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talents, that shall remove all the doubt
which the feebleness of my pen may leave

upon it.
I have the honour to be,
Sir, - |
‘Your most obedient and -
‘humble Servant,

| R. C. DALLAS.
Beptember 4, 1815,



PREFACEL

HAVING formerly occupied my thoaghts
on the subject of promoting the knowledge
and practice of religion among.the Ne-
groes in the West Indies, I was naturally
led to in(pxire into the means, which had
been successfully adopted in the cathalic
islands. I traced them to the enthusiastic
~ labours of the clergy in general, particu-
larly the Jesuits. The conduct of the
fathers of that society in South America,
not only excited in me admiration, but the
highest esteem, veneration, and -affection,
for that enlightened and persevering body
in the Christian cause, who had spread

over the immense regions of that conti-
b
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neut more virtue and real temporal hap-
piness than were .enjoyed by any other
quarter of the glohe, as well as a well
founded hope of eternal felicity, by the
redemption of: mankind through Christ.
This undeniable merit made such an im-
presgion. on. .my mind, that I never gave
credit. to the horrors, w]nch bave been:
attributed to.the society .

-Among the objects of my attention,
during -a: late _residence in. France, the
_ restoration . of . the .order. became an in-
teresting one,. affording me some.pleasing
conversations, and .inducing me to search
into authorities respecting the.actions and
- character of men, whom 1 had learned to
venerate .and to love, the result of which
was a confirmation of my early predilee-
tion. On my retyrn. from the .continent.
a.short time since, I met with a pamphlet




‘s

PREFACER. Xt

lately published, entitled ¢ A' Brief Ac--
count of the Jesuits,” the ostensible object:
of which is to render the - erder odious;
but the real one is seen to be an attempit
to-attach odium upon catholics in general,
in' the present crisis of the catholic ques<
tion. I learned, from a literary friend,
that this pamphlet had originally appeared
as ‘Letters in a newspaper, and that they
‘had been answered in the same way, but
that the answers had not been republished.
These I obtained and perused. I received
much satifaction’ from them, and thought
them: worthy of being preserved. They
did not, however, appear to me sufficiently
fall upon the subject, and I therefore re-
solved to publish them in the form of a
pamphlet, with a preliminary statement, I
consequently renewed my inquiries, and.
the more I inquire the more am I satisfied,
that my veneration for this body of
Christian instructors is not misplaced,
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- It is perfectly evident to me, that there
was an unjust conspiracy, which originated
in France, to destroy the Jesuits; and
that it terminated successfully ahout the
middle of the last century. It is not an
easy task to unfold to its full extent the
injustice and various iniquities of it, since
even respectable historians have been led
away by the imposing appearance, whick
the then undetected and half-unconscious
ingenious agents of jacobinism had, by
every expedient of invention, of colouring,
and of wit, given to the hue and ecry
raised by those bitter enemies of the order,
the university and parliaments of Francey
and by some ministers of other govern-
ments, particularly by the marquis de
Pombal, the minister of the king of Portu-
gal. It is not my intention to undertake
so laborious a task, but I trust, that the
following exposition will unfeld sufficient
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of the injustice, which has been so un-
feelingly and indefatigably heaped upom
the Jesuits, to convince every unprejudiced
man, that the suppression of the order has
been injurious to society, and that the re-
vival of it, far from being dangerous,
must be beneficial. I am not afraid, that
this ‘expression of my sentiment will draw
upon me any suspicion of disaffection to
thé state, or the established church; my
sentiments are well known to my friends,
and have been more than once publicly
professed. The benefit, which I think
will arise from the restoration of the so-
~ ciety, will consist more particularly in the
active and zealous cultivation of Christian
virtues, and a spirit of rovaLTYy among
the catholics of all countries, whether pro-
testant or catholic; .and, unless we mean
to-say, with some of the farious reformers;
that the religien of the catholics is ta be
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extirpated altogether, it is absurd to' sdy,
that they shall not have : their best and
most active instructors. s

When this volume had nearly goné
through the press, in-the:course of read-
ing I met with-the following curious pass
sage, extracted from a Letter to a Noble
Lord by a Country Gentleman; -entitled
¢« Considerations on the Penal Laws,” &é::
- published by the Dodsleys, of Pall-Mall;.
so long ago as 1764, about two years after-
the suppression of the Jesuits ini France,
and eleven previous to théir- total - supprés«-
' sion by Clement XIV; Iinsert it, as I think’
-it will not'be unacceptable te the reader:—
“ The rising generation are now forming
their principles on the writings of Voltaire,
Rousseau, D’Argens, and the 'ph‘ilomp‘l'ler
of Sans-Souci ; to whom may be added-a
long catalogue .of authors of -our own



PREFACE. XV

ceyntry. - - In FraNCE. grave magistrates
already celebrete gud -THE FIRST COURTS
OF JUDICATURE echo with the praises. of
Julian -and Diocletian; calculations . are
made, and the period is pretended to be
fixed, when Christianity is to be no more,
The powerful weapon of ridicule is em-
ployed not against popery alone, but to
render contemptible the whole Jewish and
Christian revelation.” . The . grave ma-
Zistrates, and first courts of judicature, are
o other than. the French parliaments,
who, we are informed by a member of the
lower house, were “¢ ever ready to support
the .national independence®:” we see by
‘what steps, and we have felt with what
suceess. ' e

- In the follow‘ing pages, I have shown,

#* See-Sibstance of a Speech of Sir John Coxe Hip-
puley, Bayt. published by Murray, 1815, - -
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that those couris of judicature (which, .far
from being the immediate organs of the
meonarchs of France, as the same member
asserts, were, for the greater part of the last
century, in constant opposition to them,
and the organs of rebellion) had conspired
to effect the _destyuciion qf the Jesuits; and,
I suspect, that “ the mass of information,”
which supplies the proofs of the nascent
revolutiopary spirit, and which is to be
.met with in the histories of all Europe,
are. documents resulting from the piques
and resentments of Pombal and other
arbitrary ministers, who chose to take the
consciencesof their princes under their own
care. These documents, afforded indeed
" by a.most respected character, are never-
theless open to all the objections that arise
from the principles and history of the in-
trigues of the ordinances alluded to. There
is however some decency in recurring to
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ordinances to found charges 1pon; the
enemies of the Jesuits were not always se
nice, as the following' extract from one of
their calumniators will show :—* When the
Jesuits revolutionized Portugal, in 1667,
and placed on the throne the infant don
Pedro, sir Robert Southwell was there, as
vur ambassador from Charles II. His very
curions correspondence with the duke of
Ormond and lord Arlington is extant, and
is a precious fragment of a great polifical
event. The silent intrigues of the Jesuits
do not seem to have been known to sir
Robert ;  but, according to the Recueil
Chronologique, published by THE courT
or PorTUGAL, it is evident they were the
principal actors, who, having overturned
the monarchy, afterwards suppressed the
democracy, and then, substituting an ap-
parent aristocracy, reigned for some time
iover. Portugal, concealed under that
c



xviii PREFACE.

cloak.”. This is a fine specimen of the
warfare carried on against ‘the . society.
‘The ambassador’s ignorance of the- in-
trigues of the Jesuits is.not brought for-
ward as a proof of their innocence,. but as
@ reason why we should believe Pombal.
As. to the revolutionizing Portugal, and
placing don Pedro on thé throne, the am-
‘bassador could have been no stranger to
the real causes of don Pedro’s being pro-
claimed regent - during the life of his bro-
~ ther Alonzo, from' th¢ incapacity of the
latter, and the.intrigues, first of his mo-
ther, and afterwards of his wife, the prin-.
cess of Nemours,

I would here leave the reader, with this
fact.fresh on his mind, to enter upon the
book before him, but that I wish to detain
him a moment longer to request him to
-.carry also along with him the asseveration
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of the author, that he is entirely uncon-
nected with the individuals of the body,
whose character it is the object of this
volume to place in a just point of view.
Though familiar with accounts of the so-
ciety, I am unacquainted with a single in-
dividual of it. The interest I feel is that
which has been inspired by their virtues,
and by the injustice and cruelty of their
enemies, which I have ascertained to my
complete conviction.
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in the Memoirs of the Minister Villeroi, the confidant of Henry IV,
in the Pleadings of Monlholon, in, the FrenchMercury of 1604, and
in Matthieu, Henry IV’s hutonographer, whom that prince himself
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enangh to corroborate the. substance of it. :




THE

NEW CONSPIRACY
AGAINST’ THE JESUITS,
- & &
.m
INT‘RO'DUGTION.

IF there were a question whether there should
be a change in the religion of the state, or
whether the sceptre of Great Britain were better
placed in the hand of a8 protestant or a catholic
prince, my voice, slender as it is, should eagerly
profess my attachment to the monarchy, and to
the church of England. But no such question
exists, or is likely to exist, in the contemplation
of British subjects, of any persuasion or deno-
mination whatever. It is with this conviction
B
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on my mind, that I have resolved to publish the
result of my inquiries respecting the Jesuits,
and to show, that they do not merit the virulent
slanders with which they have been. attacked,
or the treatment horrid and 1nhuman, which
| they were made to suffer. A violent pamphlet,
entitled « A brief Account of the Jesuits,” lately
republished from a newspaper, shall serve to
direct me over the mass of abuse, which I par-
pose to clear away in such a manner as to en-
able the reader to proceed, without prejudice, to
the perusal of the following Letters, to which
partiality might otherwise be attributed. They
are replies to some of the charges of the writer
of the pamphlet, and they also appeared in a
newspaper, with the signatore of Clericus, the
assailant having assumed that of Laicus, which_
I mention, as it may be convenient for me to

use these names occasionally.

1 purpose, 1st, to make some remarks on.
the objects of the author of the pamphlet, in
his attack upon the Jesuits, and on his mode.
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of conducting his argument: 2dly, to examine
the character of the authorities against the
J esuits, called by the writer historical evidences;
and of those in favour of them; and to notice
some of the charges against the society : 3dly, to
give a brief account of the order, and of the fun-
damental character of it, with the prominent fea-
tures of the Institute of Loyola, contrasted
with the libellous Monita Secreta: and, 4thly,
to conclude with observations arising out of
the preceding subjects, and on the necessity of
making religion the basis of education.






CHAPTER I,

Remarks on the Objects of the Author of “ A
brief Account of the Jesuits,” and on his mode
. of conducting his Argument.

. THE professed objects of the author of a
pamphlet, entitled ¢ A brief Account of the
Jesuits,” as stated in a preface, are “to exa.
mine the propriety of extending papal patronage
and protestant protection to the Jesuits, and, as
stated in.page 2 of the pamphlet, to show,
that the revival of the order is so pregnant with
danger as to call for the interference of parlia-
ment. The plan he pursees to effect these ob-
Jects is, to give a summary of the histery of the
oxder, o furnish some Aistorical evidences in
support of its correctness, and to argue from
these for the affirmative of his proposition.
The plan-is well enougly laid; but the author
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has executed it in such a manner as to make it
evident, that he was not in search of truth,
that he deceives himself if he thinks he was,
that he is only a violent and abusive disputant,
that he is an enemy to the catholics in general,
and that, the question on their claims being
exhansted, he renovates the combat by attacking
them through the sides of the Jesuits. . When
an advocate handles a cause, which it is his duty
to gain for his client, we know, that he brings
forward every fact, and urges every argument,
that tends to support the positions on which
his cause hinges, sedulously masking every cir-
cumstance that contravenes his statement, and
avoiding every suggestion that weakens his -
reasoning upon it. But the man, who is in'
pursuit of truth, of whatever nature it be, looks
at his object on all sides; he handles it, not to
make of it what he wishes, but to ‘détermine
what it is; he analyses, he re-composes; he
takes the good and the bad as he finds them,
and truth results from his investigation. Let us
see which of these two characters belongs to'the
writer, of the pamphlet. =~ Every word of his
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« Historical Sommary” is intended to place the
Jesuits in an odious point of view ; nor is a
single sentence admitted into it by which one
could. be led to imagine, that any thing good
had ever originated from them, or that they
were not universally demons in the shape of
men. - The writer goes in search of matter to
compile his Summary, and he finds an account
of the Jesnits composed on the authority of
various publications, which bave appeared at
different times. In a part of this narrative, he
finds all that has been said to blacken the
order, and, also, a genuine passage of their
history, which no man of any feeling can read
without enthusiastic admiration; now, would
the.writer, who .was in search of truth, have .
selected only that which was calculat.;ed to pro-
duce condemnation, without giving his reader
an apportunity of comparing facts and drawing
his own inferences ? Yet this is really the case
with this enéemy of the catholic cause, whose
Summary is verbatim extracted from Robertson’s

Charles V, as far as it answered the purpose of
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his attack. - ‘Who, after reading the "part sé«
lected, would suspect, if he did nat know it be-
fore, that the following paragraph, frem the
same elegant pen, closed the character of the
Jesuits, and must have confounded the eye of
their assailant, since it failed to wring a tribute
of praise from his heart?—¢ But as I have
pointed out the dangerous tendency of the con-
stitution and spirit of the order with the free-
dom becoming an historian, the candour and
impartiality no less requisite in that character
call on me to add one observation: That no
class of regular clergy in the Romish church has
been more eminent for decency, and even purity
of manners, than the major part of the order of
Jesuits. The maxims of an intriguing, ambi.
tious, interested policy, might influence those,
who governed the society, and ‘might even cor-
rupt the heart, and pervert the conduct of some
individuals, while the greater number, engaged
in literary pursuits, or employed in the functions
of religion, was left to the guidance of those
common principles, which restrain men from
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vice, and excite them to what is becoming and
laudable *.”

# Robertson’s Charles V, vol. iii, p. 225. —To supply
the malicious omission of the pamphlet writer, I will bere
insert the historian’s report of the Jesuits in South America.
* But it is in the new world that the Jesuits have exhibited
the most wonderful display of their abilities, and have
contributed most effectually to the benefit of the human
species. The conquerors of that unfortunate quarter of the
globe had nothing in view but to plunder, to enslave, and
to exterminate its inhabitants. The Jesuis alone have
made humanity the object of their settling there. About
the beginning of the last century they obtained admission
into the fertile province of Paraguay, which stretches
across the southern continent of America, from the bottom
of the mountains of Potosi ta the confines of the Spenish
and Portuguese settlements on the banks of the river de la
Plata. They found the inhabitants in a state little different
from that which takes place among men when they first
begin to unite together: strangers to the arts; subsisting
precariously by hunting or fishing ; and hardly acquainted
with the first principles of subordination and government.
The Jesuits set themselves to instruct and to civilize these
savages. They taught them to cultivate the greund, to
rear tame animals, and to build houses. -They brought
them to live together in villages. They trained -them

C
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The author, in a note, acknowledges, that
his Summary does not wholly lay cldim to

to arts and manufactures. They made them taste the
sweets of society, and accustomed them to the blessings
of security and order. These people became the subjects
of their benefactors, who have governed them with a
ténder attention, resembling that with which a father
directs his children.. Respected and beloved almost to
adoration, a few Jesuits presided over some hundred thou--
tand Indians. They majntained a perfect equality among
all the members of the community. . Each of them was
obliged to labour, not.for himself alone, but for the public.
The produce of their fields, together with the fruits.of their
industry of every species, were deposited in common store
houses, from which each individual received every thing
necessary for the.supply of his wants. By this institution,
almost all the. passions, which disturb_the peace of society,
and render the;members of it unhabpy, were extinguished.
A few magistrates, chosen by, the Indians themselves,
watched over the public tranquillity, and secured obedience

_to the laws. The sanguinary punishments, fr‘equent under
other governments, were unknown : an admonition from a
Jesuit; a slight mark of infamy ; “or, on some singular
occasion, a few lashes with-a whip, were sufficient to main-
tain good order among these innecent and ‘happy people.”
—Charles V, p. 219.
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originality. It is, in fact, al/ copied : why then
did he not cite his authority ? and, when he
was copying, why did he omit to copy the.
passages that stared him in the face? Clearly.
from an attorney-like motive, becanse it would
have injared his cause, and would have pre-.
possessed his reader with an idea, that, whether-
the charges against some of the rulers of the
order were well-founded or not, the generality
of the Jesuits' were estimable men, devoting
themselves to the good of mankind, and who
had spread over the earth a very considerable
share of human happiness: clearly because he
foresaw, that his reader would argue with him-
self, that if, in despotic times, only a few
busied themselves with political affairs, while
the body at large were good men, engaged in
zealously promoting the welfare, both temporal
and eternal, of their fellow-creatures, it would
be unnatural to suppose, that, in the present
enlightened times, the many would become
corrupt, or even the few engage again in in-
trigues d,ahgerdus "to society ; and that be
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would conclude, that the labour of the author
resolved itself into a new attempt against
tolerating the catholic religion ; while in favour
of toleration he would ‘find, in addition to the
suggestions of his reason, his memory supplied
with innumerable, irrefragable arguments, which
for years past have resounded throughout the
empire, in the houses of parliament as well as in:
the remotest villages, enforced by princes of
the realm with all the energy of learning and of
eloguence, as well as by individuals of every
class of men, in speeches, and in writings, in
books, pamphlets, and the columns of such
newspapers as are open to liberal discussion *.

* The author of the following Letters, who owed the
pubfication of them to the fiberality of the editor of the
Purot, complained of the refusal of the editor of the Timas
to admit into that paper a vindication of character, though
he had opened his pages to the blaster of it. As newspapers
in modern times have erected themselves into a kind of
tribunal of the dernier resort, the editors should not forget
the indispensable maxim of all courts of justice, and concede
alteri parti occasionem audiri should be a standing rule
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The writer of the pamphlet, not satisfied with
omitting whatever might tend to defeat his
object, industriously rakes out the most atrocious
imputations from the avowed enemies of the
Jesuits, and classes their authorities with ge-
nuine history, taking them for granted, never
examining the hands through which they passed,
happy in baving one and only one great name
on his side, that of the celebrated and very
extraordinary genius, Pascal. When the Pro-
vincial Letters were alluded to, as attacking &
supposed lax system of morals, did not truth
- require that they should be stated to have been
the satirical effusions of a writer, who had
espoused the cause of the Jansenists, the violent
opposers of the Jesuits; and that the ridicule
which they contained had been declared by
another great ﬁg who was no enemy to ridi-
cule, nor friend to religion (Voltaire), to be
completely misipplied. A lover of truth, when

with thein, or they must submit to pass for the star-chambers
of jacobinism, or of some other party.
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balancing opinions as proofs, would not have
failed to quote from him the following passage :
It is true, indeed, that the whole book (the
Provincial Letters) was built upon a false
foundation ; for the extravagant notions of a
few Spanish and Flemish Jesuits were artfully
ascribed Zo the whole society. Many absurdities
might likewise have been discovered among the
Dominican and Franciscan casuists, but this
would not have answered the purpose, for the
whole raillery was to be levelled only at the
Jesuits. These letters were intended to prove,
that the Jesnits had formed a design to corrupt
mankind ; a design which no sect of society

ever had, or can have.”

With such enemies.as the Jansenists, wil it
be thought extraordinary, that.a thousand fa-
brications of these days blackening the Jesuits
may be referred to? ‘With sach enemies as in
later times appeared against them, in the host
of new philosophers. and jacobins, is it wonder-
ful that there should .be modern forgeries ?
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" One such suffrage, as that which I have quoted
" from Robertson, is of itself - sufficient- to out-
weigh“ folios of charges originating in the
" jealous passions of a rival sect, in the effusions
of a mad mistaken philosophy, or.in' magis-
terial persecution, which, to use the vigorous
languige of a living: genius, in ¢ the destruc-
tion of the Jesuits, that memorable instance of
 puerilé oppression, of jealousy, ambition,.in-
Jjustice, and barbarity, for these all.concurred
in the act, gave to public education a wound,
which a whole century perhaps will- not be -able
to heal.” It freed’ the phalanx of, materialists
from a body of opponents, which still made
them' tremble. It remotely encouraged : the
formation of sanguinary clubs, by causing. the
withdrawing of all religions and prildent con-
gregations, in which the savage populace of the
Faubourg St. Antoine were tamed by the
disciples of an Ignatius and a Xavier. Such
men. as Porée and La Rue, Vaniere and Jou-
venci, in the- academic chairs ;- Bourdalo'ue,
Cheminais, Neuville, L'Enfant, in the pulpit;
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Segaud, Duplessis, and Beauregard #, in the
processions of the cross, in the public streets
and ways, were, perhaps, alike necessary to
secure tranquillity in this world and happiness
in the nextt.” |

In assisting my memory, I have been led to
compare the writer's extracts from Robertson with
the pages of the historian himself, and I have
found him, not only occasionally disfiguring the
style on points of little moment, by turning the
words, but giving to the author’s words a sense
which they were not intended to bear, by means
of Italic types and additions. For instance : the
historian says, * As it was the professed inten-
tion of the order of Jesuits to labour with

* D’Alembert said to one of his intimates, with whom he
had been to hear the celebrated sermon preached by P. Beau-
regard against the apostles of infidelity, * These men die
hard.” '

+ The passage above cited, though not published with
his name, is well known to have proceeded from the pen-of
M. de Lally Tolendal
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unwearied zeal in promoting the salvation of
men, this engaged them, of course, in many
active functions.” ‘On reading Robertson’s work,
“would any one imagine, that the author meant
to insinuate, that the intention was insincere,
~and a mere cloak to political vices ? Is it not
_clear from all, he writes, as well as from this
:passage taken singly, that he gave the Jesuits
credit for their sincerity in devoting themselves
to the salvation of men? Yet has the writer
of the pamphlet, by causing the word professed
to’ bq‘p.rintged in Italics, called upon his reader
to take l.ljs sense of Robertson’s words, and to
believe, that the word professed implies deceit,
instead of the open and declared intention of
the Jesuits. Not content with this low falsify-
ing of Robertson’s ideas by Italic implication,
he practises the same trick by an Italic addition
of some linesi of his own to the text of the
historian, as follows : * their great and leading
maxim having uniformly been, to do evil that
good might come.” Can any thing be more
reprehensible ? -
| B
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I will addace one instance more of the dis-
fngenuousness of this writer. Speaking, er-
clusively, of the Jesuits, he charges them with
% rendering Christianity utterly odious in the
vast empire of Japan*,” and with “ enormities
in China Proper.” To have implicated other
priests would not, as Voltaire observed, answer
the purpose: the Jesuits, as before, must be
isolated to be recrushed. Now, in this, as in
the other accusations, we shall find the anti-
catholic writers including other orders. Let us
see what one of these writers says upon this
occasion: after speaking of the pride, avarice,
and folly of the clergy, he tells us of an exe-

* It is well known, that the Dutch, at this time, did
every thing in their power to undermine the Portuguese in
JFapan, aud that they fabricated tales of the Jesuits to alarth
the government, which, they said, was to be subverted,
the emperor to be dethroned, and the people made slaves
to the pope. In consequence of these slanders, no Chris-
tian was suffered in the empire; when, to preserve their
commerce, the Dutch abjured Christianity, and, in proof
of their sincerity, consented to trgad publicly upon the

cross at certain times.

’
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cution of twenty-six persons, ““ in the number
whereof were fwo foreign Jesuits, and several
other fathers of the Franciscan order.” And a
little after, the same writer says, “ some Fran-
ciscan friars were guilty at this time of a most
imprudent step: they, during the whole of their
abode in the country, preached openly in the
streets of Macsa, where they resided; and of
their own accord built a church, contrary to the
imperial commands, and contrary to the adyice
and earnest solicitations of the Jesuits*.” The
authority of the Encyclopedia Britannica will
not. be ohjected to by the enemies of the ca-
 tholics ; mor, I presume, will that of Mon-
tesquien, who gives a very different reason for
" the Christian religion being so odious in Japan ;
« We have already,” says he, ‘ mentioned the
perverse temper of the people of Japan. The
magistrates considered the firmness which
Christianity inspires, when they attempted to
make the people renounce “their faith, as in

* Encyclopedia Britannica.
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itself most dangerous : théy fancied that it
increased their obstinaéy. The law of Japan
’ pnnishes severely the least disobedience. They
ordered them to renounce the Christian religion:
they did not renounce it; this was disobedience:
they punished this crime; and the continuance
in disobedience seemed to deserve another pu-
hishment*.” As to the enormities in China,
we shall find, upon inquiry, that the Jesuits
‘were not more responsible for those. The fol-
lowing is an extract from a geographical ac-
count of China: “ P. Michael Rogu, a Nea-
politan Jesuit, first opened the mission in
China, and led the way in which those of his
order that followed him have acquired so much
reputation. He was succeeded by P. Ricci, of
the same society, who continued the work with
- such success, that he is considered by the
Jesuits as the principal founder of this mission.
He was a man of very extraordinary talents.
He had the art of rendering himself agreeable

* Spirit of Laws, book v, chap. 14
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to every body, and by that means acquired the
public esteem. He had many followers. At
length, in 1630, the Dominicans and Francis-
cans took the field, though but as gleaners of
the harvest after the Jesuits; and now it was
that contentions broke out.”. This is not the
place to enter particularly into the charges
brought against the order; all I here mear to
‘show is, with what want of candour the Jesuits
are reviled; and I think, after what has been
stated, it cannot be doubted, that the chief
object of the writer of the pamphlet is to
excite a ferment against the catholic claims,
nor that his mode of conducting his proposed
inquiry is that of a violent partizan, and not
that of a genuine philosopher in search of truth.
Indeed, he almost assures us of it himself at the
conclusion of his preface, where he says: * It
~ may, perhaps, appear from the inquiry (that is,
the attack), that the crimes of the order are fun-
damental, and not accidental.” In omitting,
therefore, to cite documents, which show that

they are not fundamental, does he not admit,
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does he not plainly say, I have a point to gain,
in which candour has mo part; and, quacumque
modo, it must be gained P Such is the case,
and I must allow him great perseverance in
collecting titles of volumes long since forgotten;
but to the lovers of truth, to the nation at
large, and ta the parliament in partieular, or
at least as far as my unpractised voice can be
heard, I exclaim, Aunc cavete, et similes ei.



CHAPTER 1L

Inguiry into the Character .of the Authorities

. against the Jesuits, and of those in favour
of them ; with a notice of some of the Crimes
imputed to them.

HAVING seen how little credit is due to the
spirit of the pamphlet before us, let us inquire
what credit is due to the authorities produced
aguinst the Jesuits, and take a view of those
in favour of them; and afterwards briefly notice
some of the crimes imputed to them.

In stating the results of my inquiry respect-
ing the authorities, it may save some trouble to
begin with those on which Robertson founded
‘his account of the order. I am persuaded that,
had he written at the present era, his aathori-
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ties would have been sought in very different
sonrceé, and his whole account of the order of
Jesus wounld have been very different to what it
is. Far from impeaching that elegant writer
with wilful misrepresentations, or want of cau-
tion in selecting those authorities, I readily give
him credit for seeking the best he could obtain
~when he wrote; and the more, from his taking
" _some pains, in a note*, to inform his readers,
that he believes his two_ principal authorities,
Monclar and Chalotais, to be respectable ma-
gistrates and elegant writers. But I maintain,
that, if he had seen them in the point of view in
. which they have since appeared, as leaders on of
the - jacobinical philosophy, and of the French
revolution, it is not likely that he would have
honoured their, fabrications with the weight
of historical testimony: that their Compfes
Rendus were fabrications we shall presently see.
Let us first view the list ; viz. Monclar, Chalo-
tais, D’Alembert, Histoire des Jesuites, the
French Encyclopedie, Charlevoix, Juan, and

* Robertson’s Charles V, vol. iii, page 224.
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Ulloa. As the three last names are authorities
;. in favour of the Jesuits, I shall not notice them
.- ut-present. I’Alembert and the Encyclopedie
_may go togeiher, for he and Diderot, who wrote
. the article Jesuife in that work, were the chief
directors of it To men, who. have recovered
from the stun: of .jacobinism, it is hardly ‘ne-
. cessary to say, that the destruction of the Jesuits
was bf the first importance to the success of
D'Alembert and Diderot’s philosophical reform
- of human -nature. The article written by the
. Iatter was-completely refated by a French Jesuit
named Courtois, but only the writers against
the order were read or cited. When the Jesnits
first appea:red in France, the parliament hated
. them as friends of the pope ; the university as
rival teachers. These two bodies combined to
exterminate them. The university was perpe-
tually bringing actions against them before the
parliaments,. but they found protection from
the throne and' the ministry. The university
was exasperated at the desertion of their scho-
lars,- who flocked to the Jesuit schools, and at
B .
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the loss of their emoluments called landi, paid
hy students to the professors : the Jesuits tanght
gratuitously, and the high reputation of the
celebrated Maldonado enraged the doctors be-
yond measure. The parliaments and the doo-
tors were the chief fomenters of the league;
and they were seconded by all the religious
orders, the Jesuits excepted. The parliament,
headed by Harlay, made flaming harangues
and arrets : the doctors of the university and
friars exhibited fanatical processions and ser-
mons; they pronounced Henry III and Hen-
ry IV excommunicated tyrants; they canonized
Jacques Clement; they rewarded his mother
and family; they openly preached regicide.
Their rage equalled that of the modern jaco-
bins. They all, of course, detested the Jesuits,
who, we may' believe, were also obnoxious to
the Hugonot party. When the league was
expiring, by the conversion of Henry IV, the
parliaments and university, constrained to ab-
jure it, were nevertheless determined upon
effecting the banishment of the Jesuits before
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the king could enter on his government.
‘The doctors renewed their suits, and employed
-a$ advocates Arnaud, Pasquier, and Doll¢, who
went into the courts with certainty. of success.
Completely successful they would have been,
but for the wisdom of the minister, the duke
" e Sully, who, though a leader of the Hugo-
nots, and consequently not biassed in favour of
the Jesuits, indeed evidently their enemy, was
too nobly minded to give an advantage to their
assailants, which his master would not have
done.” He stopped the proceedings, by in-
terposing the authority of the absent king,
¢ which,” said he, * is not to be compromised
pour une pique de pretres et de theologiens®.”
The prosecutors and the judges, disconcerted for
the time, resolved to lose no opportunity to
effect their object, and they soon found one in
the crime of Chatel, in which they triumphed
without a shadow of proof.- Not a Jesuit was
ever proved to have entered ints’ the league:
ho writer accuses them of 'it, the advocates

* See Sully’s Memoirs.
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Jjust mentioned excepted ; and their invectives,-
amassed in Les Extrdits des Assertions, are the
sole foundation of all that is said -by Monclar,
Chalotais, and the other authors of the: Comptes

It was necessary to eunter into this detail to
enable the reader to trace the foal sources of the
chief authorities on which Robertson relied: but
what shall we think of them, in spite of that
historian’s - compliment to"the-elegance of their
pens, when we hear, that these procureurs were
hut the mominal anthors of their respective
Comptes Rendus, the mean ipstraments- of the
ingenious atheisgs,-.‘who were preparing France
for the age of reason, the liberty of jacobinism;
and the murders of philosophy? . That pre-
sented by Chalotais was written by D)'Alembert - -
himself; that of Riquet,- procureur ge,ngral of
the parliament of Thoulouge, was composed by -
Comtezat, a notoriously debagched priest;
that of Monelar, of Aix, was sent to him from
Paris, with a promise of being the next chan-
gellor of France, if he would adopt it, and en-
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gage. his parliament in the cause. The venerable
president of that parliament, II’Eguilles, refas-
ing. to concur in the measure, was, through his
means, banished, and his adherents with him,-
by a lettre.de cachet. Monclar died repentant,
and retracted all.that he had said in presence of
the bishop of- Apt, who made a minnte of the
fact. As for. Chalotais; would the historian:
have cited him-had he seen the following cha-
racter of that lawyer, drawn by a pennot inferior-
to his- own, distinguished hy various works.of .
genius, and which was employed on one of
the most interesting portions of English history,
when his sovereign, - having occasipn for . his
talents. in a trying crisis of his affairs, called him .
to his -councils ? # “ The procureur general of
Bretagne, La Chalotais, eager to possess popu-
larity, in order that he might arrive at power,
* This i)asshgé is also t;roni,thé pen of M. Lally To-
lendal.— When I was at -Paris; in the autumn of 1814, he ’
was etigaged on the Lifé of Charles I, of England. After-

the return- of Bonaparte, Louis XVIII appeinted him
gne of his ministers,
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enthusiastic in his friendships, violent in his
hatred, both of which were to him concerns of
interest rather than of sentiment; blending with
these private principles the formidable powers of
his publie ministry, being the oracle of a parlia-
ment, which, consisting of the first nobility of
the country, always acted in concert with, and
never in.opposition to the States ; this man-had
it in his power to arm his ambition or his
vengeance with the sword of justice; he could
give a legal sanction to tumult, and make triffes
- appear of -serious importance ; he could convert
the most vapid declamation into the gravest de-
nunciation, and, in a word, could assist the
party, that he chose to espouse, with the whole
artillery of* decrees and arrets, which may be
regarded as the ultima ratio of the parliament,
on the same principle, that cannon are the wulti-
ma ratio of kings. The instant that such a.
_man took part in the dispute, it might well be
expected, that the whole province would be im~
mediately thrown into universal confusion.
In the year 1764, the duke D’Aiguillon, com-
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mandant of Bretague, a peer of France, grand
nephew of cardinal Richelien, nephew of the
then minister, lastly a frieud of the Jesuits;
and in great favour with the dauphin, was de-
mounced in the parliament of Bretagne, by the
procureur general on his arrival in Paris. This
man, who was the violent enemy of that.society,
was also the devoted agent of the king's mis-
tress, amnd of the prime minister, who were
leagued together to bring about the destruction
of the Order.”

So much for the reliance to be placed on
La Chalotais. There remains another auatho-
rity of Robertson’s to be noticed, viz.  The
History of the Jesunits.” He does not mention
the name of the author of it, but no doubt it
was Coudrette’s, as he would otherwise have
felt it incambent upon him to make some dis-
tinction. This man was .a decided partizan of
the French parliaments, and well known to be
an inveterate enemy of the Jesuits. As his cha-

racter is well drawn in the following Let-
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ters*, I shall say nothing more of him here;
* than that his work evidently appears unworthy
of being referred to as an authority. -

‘From what has been already said, and from
the neglect shown by Robertson to the multitade
of other writers adopted as. authorities in -the,
pamphlet before me, it ‘is. but too evident that
there long existed a.conspiracy against a sodiety, l
whose principles and energy awed infidelity and
rebellion, and whose superior talents excited
jealousy and hatred. Let us, however, see
what kind of men they are to whom the new
accuser of the:society refers us for proofs of their
being such demons as he has represented .them.
We will afterwards tuke a view of those, who
think and write differently, and we shall be able
to determine on which side anthority lies.

1 will not pretend to gb numerically through
the catalogue presented in the pamphlet. Pub-

* See Letter 1V.
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Yieations infinitely multiplied deluged Europe
for the purpose of overwhelming the Jpeuitss
an ‘infinity of references, tHerefore, if not of
authorities, remains.at the service of their ene~
- mies, and it would be useless and tiresome, if
not impossible, to wade through them. I shalk
ptincipally notice those on which the conspirator
before me places his bitterest reliance, such as
are most inveterate, most profuse and blackening:
#n their accusations ; touching slightly, however,
or tot at all, on those sufficiently refuted in the
succeeding Letters. To refuteall that was printed
against the devoted society qf Jesus would require
acomplete histogy of the destructionof theOrder*,
Bbut within the limits of this brief exposition it is
Hot possible to go very deep into the scrutiny of
the malice, and of the means resorted to for the
purpose of effecting.it. To remove some of the
thick, poisonous weeds, which mantle the sur-
face of the subject, so as to show the body clear.

. % This, "if well executed would be a very mterestmg
work, and it is not unpossxble, that it may be attempted.
: r
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bengath, is the extent of -my present nndertaky
ing; gad, if I appear cangise, one consideratian
is in my favoar, pamely, that jmputations ad-
vapced by a thousend differemt writers are not
wuliiplied hut repeated, and that reverberationa
of falsehood -are still falschoad. We haye al=
oady seen, thet even the pawers and ingennous-
»0ss of a Robertson have besn unable to-extraet
fsom thewm the veige of truth. o

- ¥ranee has produced the greatest number of
writers against the saciety. The speeches and
publications of these in the times of the leagne,
38 | have said, -famished the original matter ta
the anthors af the Comptes Rendus ; the theme of.
vegicide, the tales af the Jesuits Varade, Gueret,
Guignard, the whole guilt of the league, &c.y
to which more reeent matter, particalacly lax
doetrines of morality, has been added. This is
all eollected in. the Extrests des dssertions, a.
work evidently replete with studied fabrications,
as is shown by Beaumont, archbishop of Paris,
Montesquion, bishop of Sarlat, and.in the Re-




AND CHARGES REFUTED, 8

ponse aur dssertions. 1 believe, thet ¢his
Reporise and the Apologie dé I'Enstitut sse the
ably wotks written in defemce ‘of the society,
whick the Jesuits publitly avowed. Thess ar¢
uwnanswerable, and should be referred to by hiss
torians. : :
* The characters of Prynne and De Thou are
drawn in the following Letters*.. De Thou
was a parliamentarian. Of Pryne I shall fugs
ther observe, that, besides his notoriety as &
factious agent, lord Clarendon: informs us, that
he had been looked upon ss a man of reproachs
fal character previous to the infamons severities
of the star chamber, which was the means of
~ his obtaining consideration, for thase of his pro.
fession, amd others, thowght, that persons, in his
situation of Jife, should not be.trested so:fgno-
miniously4. His character may be viewed in
Hume's History4 ; and here lat e observe, that

* See Letter III:
4 Lord Clarendon, vol. i, page 78.
¥ Huiie’s History of England; vol. vi, page 997, &c.
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nt was not only the catholics he attacked, bet
the manners of the timés dnd the church; for
which he was punished. Prynne was a thorough-
“paced putitan: through him-and others of the
sanie stamp the existing house of commons were
glad to debase-the ‘government, and they aliso-’
lutely reversed the sentence, which had beéen
passed on hint’ and other libellers. “ The more
ignoble these men were,” says Hume,  the more
semible ‘was the insilt apoir rayal authérit’y’".”f
What writer, valning his own respeotability,
wotrld cite such’a creature as thist One of &~
sect, who," the' writer of the pamphlet himéelf "
tells us, weré unitéd with the ‘Jesuite, to whom ‘
their pulpité were opén, .for the. purpose of
overawing the parliament, and compelling it ta -
destroy the king. This too is cited from Prynive,
to-whom he refers far misch valuable evidence.
The palhpblet says, “’sée Rapin.” The name'
has something less barbarous in the sound than

* Hume’s History of- England, vol. vi, page 378. -
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aost of the others cited by the writer. Let i
;c;e Rapin. We find, in the pages of this
liistorian, the names of Jesuit and catholic
indiscrimiﬁately used, -as accused of plots, suf-
fering the rack, and confuting the accusations
broaght ‘against them by the most persuasive i
simplicity of their protestations of innocence,
and the intrepidity of their deaths. The pre-
tended plots, in the days of Elizabeth and of
the Stuarts, cited by a writer in 1815, against
the toleration of the catholics*! Well, but see
the state trials, the actio in proditores, drawn
ni) by our own judges, &c.t ¢ Nothing,” says

* On the subject of the popish plots, see Dr. Milner’s
Letters to a Prebendary.

. ¥ Asto the judges of those times, see what a pictare is
drawn of a chief. justice by the most celebrated of our |
historians:—* To be a Jesuit, or even a catholic, was of _
itself a sufficient proof of guilt. The chief justice (sir
William' Scroggs), in particular, gave sanction to all the
narrow prejudices and bigoted fury of the populace. In-
stead of being counsel for the prisoners, as his office
required, he. pleaded the cause against them, browbeat:
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Hume, “.can be a stronger proof of the fury of
the times, than that lord Russel, notwithstanding

their .witnesses, and on every occasion represented theit
guilt as certain and uncoutroverted. He even went so faf
ss publicly to affirm, that the papists bad net the sermd
principles which protestants have, and thesefore wete net
entitled to that common credence, which the principles-and
practices of the latter call for. And, when the jury brought
in their verdict against the prisoners, he said, 'You have
done, gentlemen, like very good subjects, smd very good
Christians, that is to ssy, like very good protestamts.’ v
Hume’s History of England, vol. viii, ¢h. 67, p. 9L. See shid.
what the same author says in his third appendix ;- « Timid
juries, and judges, who held their offices during pleasure, .
never failed to second all the views of the crown.. And,.as
the practice was anciently common, of fining, imprisoning, -
or otherwise punishing the jurors, merely at the discretion
of the court, for finding a verdict.contrary o the direction
of these dependent judges, it is obvieus, that juties.were-
then no manner of security to the liberty of the subject.”wm..
Vol, v, p. 458. And, if these be not enough, take conwic,.
tion from the pen of one of the most penetrating geniuscs
of the age: “ The proceedings on the popish plot,” says.
Mr, Eox, in his History of James 1I, “ must always be:
considered as am indelible disgrace upon thd Haglisls:
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the virtne and bumamty of his character, se
epnded the honse of commons in the barbarous
scruple of the sheriffs” on the power of the

king ta remit the hanging and quartering eof
mation, in which king, parliament, judges, juries,” wit-
nesses, prosecutors, have all their respective, though cere
tainly not equal shares. Witnesses, of such a character
as not to deserve credit in the most trifling cause, upon the
most immaterial facts, gave evidence so incrédible,, or, to
ipfeak mere properly, so impossible to be true, that it ought
wet to bave heen believed if it bad ceme from the mouth
of Catat and, upon such evidence, from ssch witnesaes,
were innocent men condemned te death and egecu:ed.
I;rosecﬁtors, whether attornies and wlicitors-Qeneral, or
managers of impeachment, acted with the fury which, in
such circumstances, might be expected; juries partook,
naturally enough, of the national ferment; and judges,
whoss duty it was to guard them againtt such impressions,
were scandalously active in confitming them in their
prejudices, and inflaming their passions. The king, wha
{l supposed to have disbelieved the whole plot, never once
' exercised his glorious prerogative of mercy. It is said he
dared not. His throne, perhaps his lifé, was at stake.”—.
History of James II, by the nght honOumble Charles James.

Fox, psge 33.
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lord Stafford, that innocent victim to his pnré
attachment to God. Afterwards, when lord
Russel was himself condemmed, the king,
in remitting the same part of the sentence for
treason, said, “ he shall find, that I am possessed
of that prerogative, which, in the case of lord
Stafford, he thought proper to deny me.”

I caonot here refrain from contrasting . the

intélligence, the spirit, and the wisdom of that
great and distinguished statesman, Charles James-
Fox, with the tame and adoptive, though viru-
lent, disposition of a writer, who, in another
part of his pamphlet, has dared to warn every
man from speaking in favour of the catholie
priests of Ireland, lest he should be provoked
to overwhelm the whole body with danming
proofs— proofs charitably kept in petto, by this
insinuater of more than he chooses to say.
Speaking of one of the imaginary popish plots,
Mr. Fox expresses himself thus: “ Wherefore,
if this question were to be decided upon the
ground of authority, the reality of the plot
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¥ould be admitted ; but there are cates, where.
reasoni speaks so plainly, as to make all argu
ment drawn from . authority of no .avail, and_
this is surely one of them.” And, a few pages
ufter, we have the following striking ‘passage »
¢ Even after the dissolation .of his. last parlia-
ment; when he had so.far. subdued his énemies.
@8 to be no longér under any .appichensions
fiom them, the king did mot think it worth
wiitle. to save the life. of. Planket, the popish
archbishop of Armiagh, of whose innocénce. no
doubt could be entertained. . But this is not to
be wondered at, smce, in all transactions re-
Yative Yo'the popish plot, ininds, of a very dif-
fereiit cast from Charles’s, became, as by some
fatality, divested of .all their wonted sentiments
of justice and humanity. . Who can read, with-
out horror, the account of that savage murmur
of applaunse, which broke. out upon one of thé
villains at the bar swearing positively to Staf-
ford’s having proposed the murder. of the king?
And how is this horror deepened when we
reflect, that in that odious cry were, probably,
¢
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mingled the voices df mem t0 whose .memory
every lower of the English constitution is houpd
to pay the: tribute of gretivede and respect!
whise character s wholly (this ivstauce ex-
eepted) free from the stain of rancour ex cruclty;
stickled for the severer mode of exacuting the
sentemce, in a manner which his fear for the
king’s establishing a precedenat of pardosing in
eases of impenchment (for this, no doubt, wag
s motive) eannot satisfactorily excose #.”  Now
what does the writer of the pasophlet,befote’
me say? “It.is fashionsble, with many rex.
somers; to treat all history as a fable, and to
sot wp fow themselves in matters of -poliey, in
deflance. of the testimony .of antiquity. These
persons would assign the same office to the
recerds of past ages, as they would to the sfern
Kghts of a vemel,. which serve oply to throw a
light over the path which has beep passed, and
not over-that. which lies before us. . I. trust,
Rowever, that there are yet many among ws whe

% Fox’s History of James 11, page-40. -
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Kavé ot ‘been se tanght.” I is, indeed, bus
too’ fashionable to put up fantastic remsenisg
agaiust avthority, end particalerly agaiist sacred
duthority ; bet reason, which knows to distins
guish the nature of antherity; reason, which is
bold in the affairs of men; and humble in its pere
mitted intercourse with God 5 reason, as Fox and
Hume; and all historians worthy the title, eon-
Vimee s, stops not out of its province when it
interposes to rectify mislending reoprds or his
torical mysertionss and i mo ocase is it more
etiinently ‘required than in the history of the
ordet of Jesus, which passion, interest, and
ability have united to disfignre. What is meant
by the allusion 10 stern lghts 1 am at a loss
to vonjecture, I am not much disposed, in a
work of this kind, to g inte verbal or rheterical
criticisin ; but when '‘a man writes with . sach
‘pompous and despotic decision as this author
does, one has a right to expeet of him, whea
he amuses himself with figurative language, a
dear notion of what he aims at. When, there.
fore, he insinuutes that such reasaners as Hume
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cnd Fox ‘are repreherisible- for ocmng records of
" past-ages: likis-sterss lights-of & vessel, inbtéad- of
‘like . modérn - moons. “to' ‘carriages (for ‘mdons
evidéntly'ran in the writer's head), wé are pusiied
betivesn- what -he- says and - what he ‘méans:
‘Fromhis own woids ‘we-are bound to talk it
for grafited that -hé imeins to condemn 'rea-
‘soning, and to approve of a’ pértinacious -ad-
herence to records, however inconsistent and
contradictory ; whereas, by his intended simile;
‘beblagges ‘the reasonews for making use of ‘re+
‘oonds; for, if stern lights snmit serve as & simile;
‘records are certainly more “analogous'to them
than to’carfiage moons; which are concurient,
aids, that show thie driver nothing but the way
befpre him; and dre.not.of ‘the least-use 1o those
travellers- who are ‘comisg after on’ the same
road:; ‘stern: lights, on the contrary, are “intis
mations: at’ sea, from those: who go before: tq
those who- follow, of the track -to' be pursued.
The truth, I -bélieve, is,. that the autbor does,
not know the use of stern’lights, and imagines,
that nariners Hlemisate aftto amuse ‘fishes-in
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the -whlses of their slups Becords, no doubt,
" 4s'e imoral, as ship laathorns are pliysical lights
to guide; bat treachery or ignorance, in either,
' goay misjead, in which case.the sepman will con-
snhh:mmmmd&ewhamon' "y

=~ '

© %I was unvnlhng»to interrupt the veader at the las
quetation’ from Mr: Fox; but I beg leave here to say a few
words relative to:the -insinuated calumny on the catholic
puiests of Ireland, to-which I'then alluded. Asl have béfore
- gbaerved, it is easy to see, that'this aftack; under cover of
aspailing the Jemmits, is Siwmed a¢ catholies in general. - Thé
priests.in Ireland-aré charged; in the pamphlét, with.gress
yenality and-corruption of orils, and this, the writer says,
may be affirmed without the fear of contradiction. To notice
this slander is'allowing myself to be led from my particular
subject into the general- one; I will not, therefore, dwell
upon it, but, referring the reader to a volume of indisputable
authority, though written by a catholic (Dr. Milner’s In~
quiry into certain‘ velgar Qpinions, Letter xviii), for' an
interesting account of the Irish clergy and of the Irish poor,
I will content myuself with extracting a mote, or rather
reference, from page 182 of the book. « If, gentlemen,
you are not under the influence of very gross prejudice,
you will, in receiving . representations of the necessitous
stats of Irpland, meturely weigh the allegations of men,



46 . AUTHORITIES COMPANED

Bat to return from this digression’ to' Raping

We learn from him, ‘that” Elisabeth herself;
who have stigmatized, and still stigmatize as the Yait of
mankind, some of the most deserving ‘and vweefd} men: in
the community. =There are among them preachers and
Seachars of the first excellence: there are.men of profound
erwdition, men of mice classical taste, and men of the best
eritical acumen. They are not formed, it is true, 16 shing
~ in the drawing-room or at the tea-table; mor are such
qualifications very desirable in charchven; for you welt

" kmow, that the refined manners of fashionable Kfe ate oftét .

™ incotiipatiblé with Christian merality, us the .grosséd
wices of the vulgar herd. Their manners are, in- genefel
decent ; but their exertions are great, their geal is indefotie
geble. - See them in the most inclement seasons, at the mos¢
tnseasonable hours, in the most uncultivated parts, amidsg
the poorest and most wretched of mankind! They are
always ready st a call; nothing ¢an deter them ; the sense
of duty surmounts every obstacle | And there is 9o reward
for them in this world! -The good effects of their zeal are
visible to every impartial and disceminé mind ; notwith-
standing the many great disadvantages under which it la<
bours. For instance, you may often find a parish so extens

sive and populous as to require two or three clergymen

properly to serve it, and Yet the poverty of the patish i
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wliot no one will cherge with over-temtlameges,
reprobated. she cruelties practised upon the
cathelics. “‘Meanwhile,” says he, “ the queen
sent for. the jadges of the veahm, and sharply
reproved them for having. been. too severe in the
dortures they had made these men suffors”
We have : only'to roﬂect on' this ‘passage ol .

o.‘

luch as to bo mrcely able to maintain one in a tolenblg
decent manner. 1 could point out many other disadvan-
tages, but I forbear at present,> &c.—* After all, the good
affects are 0 eonspicuous, that,- I repeat it, the lower orders
of Jsishwen amn begter inphrncted in the docstines of Cheise
tiamity than the lowar arders of Englishwen.” .
" T camot speak of the catholic priests in Ireland fram my
own knowledge, but the information 1 have received, fronf
friends well acquainted with the subject, fully corroborates
this character of them. With such a character, already drawn
before the public with genuine marks of candour, is it pos-
sible that any ‘writer to the public should, in calumniating
it, say, that there was no fear of his being contradicted ?
Was he not contradicted, if I may use the expressidn,'by
anticipation? ‘But uncongenial records ‘are useless thmgs,
Tike stern Izght: '

*,Rtpin’ﬂ History of England, vol.ii, page 3¢4:
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Rapin, te appreciate the, eviderice fernished by
the state trinls of thoee days, the actio ' pro-:
ditores, and the rveporters of * Criminels de
Lege Majesté,” so- ofien cited by the eénemies of
the Jesvits. It was not onlyin aathiolic coun-
tries, we see, that the rick and other medes of
. torture wege made the tests of trdth; but. they
have been so long abhorred by Englishmen, that
I fondly Believed that there was not one among
us who would mow himself .to‘ cite the ‘eﬂic_acy:
of them as a proof in any argument. Theix
inofficacy, indeed, may justly:-be cited in. testis.
mony; for what they extort s in all probability
false, ‘what they fail to extort. is in all proba-
bility true. If this reasoning be somnd, how
many blameless, how many virtuous men has
the hand of party in this country consigoed to
cruel deaths#*! In addition to what thin )

* Hume says, that Ctmpi‘on was put to the rack, and,
confessing his guilt, was publicly executed. The confes-
sion of guilt is not so clearly proved as the putting to the
rack. In the life of Campion the confession is denied;
and what Hume himself says immediately before is strong
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states’ of . Elizabeth, it is not ‘irrelevant to add
bere what Camden reports of her on ‘the same"
subject : -he tells us expressly, ‘that she thought
most of the priests were innooént, or, which is
the ° same * thing, that: she 'did" not believe-
them: guilty. ‘His words are;, Plérosque tamen
ez misellis his : sacerdotibus exitii in - patriam
canflandi conscios fisse non credidit*. ' .
« el ' oy ""i:.' 4
;.:'Of', the fairness of their trials in -still later
. gima,' those. of Charles II,” we have specimens
i Hume’s History, Why was not ‘Hunie
quoted by the writer of the pamplhilet?.> We
ﬁpd .more’ of Jesuits in his -pages than: in
ﬁapin‘s‘,'and something against them too; but
Hume, like Robertson, was guided by principig

-
4

against the imputed guilt, that he and Parsdns were sent to
explain the bull of Pius, and to-teach that the suibjects of
Elizabeth were not bound by it to rebel against her.—See
vol. v, chap. xli, page 238.

'

* Page 327, edition 1615,



on this selgject; that is, be stated the character
of the order from the pictures which -be had
received ‘of it; but, st the same tiwe, he oz
poséd the injustioe of the trizls in which ‘the
Jesuits were involved, and. the invalidity of the
evidence produced against them. The whole of
his sixty-seventh chapter s, in fact, however
unintended, a memorial in favour of the Jeswits;
and a philippic on their enemies. As these
pages may fall into the hands of some persons
who may not have the opportunity or the leisurs
te read this portion of his Mistory, Ishall make
the foHowing extract, as a. -testimony of the
horrid injustice practised in former times ; wnd
I am very much mistaken i any man of foeking
and sound intellect will read it withewt indigmet
tion against the Oateses and Bedloes of the pre-
sent day.—* Bat even during the recess of par-
liament there was no intérruption to the prosecu-
tion of the catholics accuséd : the king found him-
self obliged to give way to this popular fary.
Whitebread, provincial of the Jesnits, Fenwioy
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Gavan, Tarner, and Harcourt, all of them of
the samte orde¥, were first brought to, their trial,
Besides Ouates and Bedloe, Dugdale, a new -wit.
ness, appeared against the prisomers.. - This
man had heen steward to lord Asten, and,
though poor, possessed a character. somewhat
more. reputable than the other two; but his
account of the intended massacres and assas-
sinations wae equally monstrons and incredible,
He. evgn asserted, that two hundred thousand
papists in England were ready to take ap arms.
T'he prisoners proved, by sixteen witnesses from
$t. Omers, stodents, and most of them young
men of family, that Oates was in that seminary
ot the time when he swore that he was in
London: but, as they were catholics, and dis-
ciples of the Jesuits, their testimony, both with
the jodges and jury, was totally distegarded.
Even the reception, which they met with in
court, was full of outrage and mockery. One
of them saying, that Oates always continued at
8$t. Omers, if he could believe his senses; ¢ you
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‘papists,’ said the chief justice, ¢ are tanght not
to believe your senses.. "It must be. confessed,
that Oates, in opposition to the students.of St.
Omers, found means to bring evidence. of  his
having been at that time in London : bat _this
evidence, though it had, at that time, the .ap-
_pearance of some solidity, was.afterwards dis:
covered, when Qates himself was tried for per:
jury, to be altogether deceitful. In order - far-
thei:to discredit that witness, the Jesuits proved,
by undoubted testimony, that he had. perjured
himself in father Ireland’s trial, whom they
showed.to have been i Staffordshire at.the very
time when Oates swore that he was committing
treason in London.. Bat.all these pleas availed -
them nothing against the general prejudices,
They reccived sentence of death; .and were
executed, persisting ta .their last breath, in the
most solemn, earnest, and:deliberate, though
disregarded, protestations of their innocence*.”.

'* Hume's History of England, vol. viii, chap. Ixvii,

page 110, - .
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:- ‘T -must not forget, that I am still produciug
~ the authorities. quoted against the Jesuits.
.Having been led bv these into.adducing the
Aavourable testimony of Hume, 1. mean not'to
dissemble his objections to the order.: these are,
~ their zeal for proselytism, and their cultivation
of learning jfor the nourishment of superstition,
-The zeal for proselytism, in itself, can be ne
crime; and, if ‘unconnected with. the. treasons,
persecutions, and vices, . so.-abandantly. charged
li}mn-the catholics, it is a natural sentiment of
the mind. - It is indeed that propensity, whicki;
S0 :.viole'ntlyj -condemned in. cathelics; has been
the chief propagator of every sect -since the re~
_formation to the present moment, and not with-
out symptoms of rebellion, and even of king-
killing, Some instances, to show this, will not:
be' uninteresting - here. The heads of the re~
fprm.érs,' in Scotland, as we are informed by
Hume, being "desirous to propagate their prin-
ciples, entered privately into a bond, or associa-
tion, and called themselves the congregation of
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the Lord, in contradistinction to the established
church, which they denominated the congregd-
tion of Satan. The tenour of the boud was as
follows :—“ We, perceiving how Satan, in his
members, the antichrist of our time, does cruelly
rage, seeking to qverthrow and to destroy the gos-
- pel of Christ and his congregation, ought, sccards
ing to our bounden duty, to strive, in onr mas-
ter's cause, .even unto the death, heing certain
of the victory in him. We do therefore promise,
Before the majesty of God and his congregation,
that we, by his grace, shall, with all diligence,
continually apply our whole power, substance,
and our very lives, to maintain, set forward,
and establish, .the most blessed word of God.
and his congregation; and shall labour, by all
_possible means, to have faithfal ministers, traly
and purely to minister Christ’s gospel. and sa-
craments to the people : we shall maintain them,
nourish them, and defend them, the whole con~
gregation of Christ, and every member thereof,
by eur whole power, and at the basard of aur
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lives, agaitist Satan, and all wicked power, who'
may istend tyranny and trouble against the said
cungregation : wnto which holy word and con-
gregation we do join ourselves; and we for-
_suke and rénounce the congregation of Satan,
with all the superstitions, abomination, and
idolatry thereef ; and moreover shall declare
ourselves manifestly eneinies thereto, by this
faithful ‘promise before God, testified to this
oengregation by eur subscripﬁonsé—At Edin-
bargh,  the third of December, 1557.” —
Hume adds; “ Had the subscribers of this
zealous league been content only to demand a
teleration of the new opinions, however incom-
patible their pretensions might have been with
the policy of the church of Rome, they would
have had the praise-of opposing tyrannical laws
emacted to support an-establishment prejudicial
to civil seciety : but, it is plain, that they carried
their views much farther; and their practice
immediately discovered the spirit by which they
were. actuated. Suopported by the -authority;
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which they thought belonged to them as the
congregation of the Lord, they ordained, that
- prayers in the vulgar tongue should be used in
all the parish churches of the kingdom ; - and,
that ‘preaching and the interpretation of :the -
scriptures should be practised in private housés;
till God should move the prince to grant public
preaching by faithful and true ministers. . ‘Such
bonds of association are always the foreranners-
of rebellion ; and this violent invasion-of the
-established religion was the ‘actual commence-

ment of it*.” ) . B

Whatever the catholic zeal may have pro~
duced, nothing can exceed the insolence and
seditious spirit of the reformers. Knox's usual
appellation of the queen of Scotland, the un<
fortunate Mary, was Jezebel. ¢ The political
principles of that man, which he communicated

* Hume’s History of England, vol. v, chap. xxxviii,
P‘Be.ﬂg,, &d- . g
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to his brethren, were .as full of _set‘lition. as his
theological were of rage.and bigotry*.” Was
there no treason, was there no regicide doctrine I
in 'the‘.'fbllowing‘- bratal speech,;which he ,a&e

: dfgséed to her? ¢ Samuel feared not to slay
Agag, the fat and 'delicate. king .of Amalek,
whoxi}_. king Saul . had . sayed:. neither spared
Elias Je;gbel’s false prophets, and Baal’s priests.
Pixinégs ‘wis no magistrate, . yet feared:he not to
strike- Cbzﬁi and Zimri. . And so, xha,da‘m, your
grace may see, that others.than chief .magi;stratgs
may lawfully inflict. pnnhhment on such crimes
as are condemmed by the law of God *.”

" Is it not the zeal for proselytism, that daily
thins the established church .of England, and
increases the congregations of the innumerable 4
denominations of sectaries, which are. tolerated
in-this country, and of which each, if it could,
would make its own universal? Even in pri-
vate and temperate characters, a conformity of

* Hume.

s
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soul is eme of the bases of friendship. The de.

sire of impressing our sentiments and opinieas

wpon the minds of those we love is the source of
intercomrse; we should be dumb without it.

It is not wonderful, that this spring of the

secial system should extend .to the principles of

religion ; and to say, thata Christian is zealons

¢o make a Pagan a Christian is to bestow the

" highest praise upon him. If the reformed mis-

sionaries deserve this praise, it cannet be refased
to the Jesuits. Nothing, in fact, can be more
Yaudable than such a zeal, and all that can be-
objected to it is foreign to its veal nature, The
treasons and crimes, which have been imputed
to the Jesuits, Humse himself has shewn were
falsely charged to them. Vice is not inherent
in any profession .of faith; it is inherent.in the
corrapted nature of man. Compare a Knox
with a B&daloné, a Prynne with a Beauregard
or a Bossuet, and we shall be blind if we do not
perceive the ‘difference between the zeal which
actuates the Christian, and that which leads to’
treason and to crime.
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Hume's othei objection to the Jesuits waes,
“ their cultivation of learning far the mouviske
ment of superstition.” New we very well know
how far his idea of superstition extended, and
that it did not fall short of the whole system of
revealed religion. It is not necessary to dwell
long upon this objection. The superstition
which is injurious to mankind, must be the
offtpring of ignorance ; and, no one denies, that
jghorance and superstition were very prevalent
in the dark ages of the world, and even long
after the revival of letters ; no one denies, that
weak and illiterate minds, of whatever persuar
sion, are yet prone to it. What is meant by
the superstition nourished by learning can only
be the impression of mysteries, which the un-
derstanding, however pugzaled, finds saffiient
grounds to entertain, and ou which ta build hopes
of an immaterial and immortal connexjon with
the Sapreme Being. This kind of saperstition,
or rather this religious impression, has evey
“been cherished by the noblest minds, and formg
a prominent part of the chatacter of learnsd
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men of all persuasions. Attached, myself, to
the church of England, it is, nevertheless, clear
to me, that the Reformation has generated the-
most absurd -superstitions; and I eannot con-
ceive that'there is-a man, of unbjassed mind
and good sense, who would not rather enibrace
all that has been' retrenched from the catholic
creed, than' adopt the spurious abominations
and blasphemies which, every where, under the
screen of toleration, disgraee the world. But
I am not here entermg into a defence of the
Roman church, or into a derision of the vagaries
which have sprung from imaginary.rationality,

or misapplied e_dthﬁsiasm ;" my only purpase was
o spéak of Hume's authority ; and T shall quit
thé subject of superstition.to turn to that of-
' ‘casuistry, to which be also alludes. - R

- And here it is{that the deadliest blow is aimed
against the Jesuits. ~ If their system of moralxty
makes virtues of “ prevarication; peany, and
every crime, when it serves ghostly purposes,”
the reproach is fatal. Qn'this head, the writer

'
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of the pamphlet gives us a string of casuists; to
" ‘confound the order at once. Desirous either of:
‘ cléaring away or substantiating this charge, and
' recéllecting the :remark of Voltaire, which I
have already cited, that ¢ the extravagant
" notions of a few Spanish and Flemish Jesuits
- were, artfully ascribed 9 the whole society,” I
jnquired more particularly into “the character
and objects of the casuists of the order; and,
the more I reflected, the more I was convinced
of the malignity of the adversaries of the so-
i:iety, on whom the charge rdight well be turned,
changing Hume's derisive epithet of ghostly
joto two other qualifying words, vis. rebel-
Gious and’ revoluhonary 3 for who wiil demy
that prevarication, perjury, and every crime,
have been resorted to, and justiﬁed~ for rebel-
lious and revolutionary purposes ? ‘

In such a'number of casuistical writers, it may
be imagined, that some have erred. The Jesuits
vever wished to defend them. It may be pre-
sumed, that the number of errors was not great,
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since their enemies found it necessary to cormit
so many falsifications to make up the volume of
AssgrTions. In many instances, the anthor of
that book attributes to the casuist, opimions
which he only cites to refute. In moral theo-
logy the Jesuits had two rules, from which few
of them ever deviated ; one was, to follow: the
opinions which were most common ; the other;
aever to defend an opinion when prohibited o
condemned by the holy see. Some of theit
casuists taught doctrines, which, in their time,
were the most usual in schools, but which were
afterwards condemned or prohibited at Rome; -
Their enemies imputed these doctrines to. them
as erimes. The Dominican and. Franciscan
casuists might have been equally charged ; bat,
as Voltaire observed, it would not have an‘
swered the purpose. . : ’
The chief casuists, collected to enswer the
purpose in the new conspiracy against the Jesuits,
are the following: Lamy, Moya, Bauny, Ber--
ruyer, Casnedi, and Benzi. Since, next to the
Monita Secreta, that infamous forgery sa coma
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pletely exposed in the sabsequent Letters, the
wiiter of the pamphlet mhes on the immoral
dactrines to be found in the writings of these
Rriests, let us see on what fonndation they stand.
I shall first observe, that the Ap;)logy Jor the
Ceasuists, said to be published by the Jesuits,
sa far from being avowed as a work of their
owy, was disavowed by the saperiors of the
oxder, and condemaned by the pope and many
prelates. It was written by Pere Pirot, who
scemed, in a manmer, determined to justify
Pascal’s Satires, by defending ogrmix;‘opinions;
in spite of their having been condemned, as
D’Avrigny inferms us, in his Memoires Chrono-
logigues et Dogmatiques pour servir a I Histoire
Ecclesiastique depuis 1600 jusqu'en 1716, &c.*
"The author laments the hard fate of religious
societies, of which he obseryes, gye toute faute
personelle dans le jugement du public devient
une faute generale, et les enfans portent l'ini-
quité de leurs peres jusquwd la troisieme et la
quatneme generation. .

* Tom. ij, p, 37§
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- The Course of Theology, by Lamy, is classed.
with the Apology, as justifying murder, -&c
This author was a Neapolitan, whose name was
Awmici, and the work, from which the charge
in question is extracted, consists of nine volumes
folio! The proposition attributed to him, to
blacken him as a Jesuit, was not his, nor ever
adopted by him.. It had been taught, long
before, by the celebrated casunist Navarre, and
others totally unconnected with the Jesuits.
- Amici mentions it, and alleges the reasons which
had been given in support of it, but adds, no-
"lumus @ nobis (heec) ita sint dicta ut communi
sententice adversentur, sed tantum disputandi
gratia proposita. The proposition was omitted
altogether in the second edition of his work, and,
being formally condemned by Alexander VII,
in 1665, was never after defended by any catholic
* divine.

" Mova seems to have been a very virtuous
man, though, perhaps, rather indiscreet in his
zeal for the credit of his society. The facts are
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these: 'a book had been published by one Gre--
gory 'Esclapéy,’ reproaching the Jeésuits with’
teaching many erroneous doctrines. To this
work .Moya published an answer, under the
name of..Guimenius, in which -he A}')rofessedly
abstains from .all, inquiry into- the merits of the.
doctrines ; but, :being imputed to the Jesuits by
their. adversary, he undertakes to show, that-
they were not responsible for th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>