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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

THE reputation of the following work is so well
established throughout Europe, and its character
and merits have been so ably exhibited to the
English public*, that it would be more than super-
fluous to insist on them here.

It is therefore only. needful that I should say
a few words on the version of it now offered to
the public. The gravity and importance of the
subject, the undiminished interest which it ex-
cites, and the conspicuous good faith and im-
partiality with which it has been considered and
treated by the author, seem to demand some
explanation of the views by which I have been
guided in the execution of my task. I undertook
it not without an earnest sense of the respon-
sibility of rendering into English a history of -that
great divergence of religious opinions, which has so
long occupied the attention and inflamed the pas-
sions of Europe, and my anxiety to acquit myself of

- ® Bee the articles in the Quarterly Review, Nos, cx. and cxvi,
a2
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it faithfully was greatly increased by the bad faith
of a French translation which appeared in 1838,
It is impossible not to be struck with surprise
and mortification that, in this age of the world,
any man should be found so blinded by antipathy,
as not to perceive how much both catholics and
protestants have suffered by misrepresentation ;
how much both have to gain by truth; how
much, therefore, both are interested in preserving
the integrity of a history, to which both may
appeal from prejudice and calumny.

Independently of the obligation to truth and
fairness which this consideration imposed upon
the French translator, he was bound by the
duties generally imperative on those who un-
dertake to convey to one nation the thoughts
which are embodied in the language of another.
‘¢ Every translator,” says Goethe, ‘‘ ought to re-
gard himself as a broker in the great intellectual
traffic of the world, and to consider it his business
to promote the barter of the produce of mind.
For whatever people may say of the inadequacy
of translation, it is and must ever be one of the
most important and dignified occupations in the
great commerce of the human race*.”

® ] give the whole passage for the German reader.

*“Wer die deutsche Sprache versteht und studiert, befindet sich
auf dem Markte wo alle Nationen ihre Waaren anbieten; er
spielt den Dolmetscher, indem er sich selbst bereichert.

«Und so ist jeder Ubersetzer anzusehen dass er sich als

4
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But besides these duties towards the public,
every translator is bound to fidelity by a duty
which he owes to his author; for if there be any-
thing which may be truly called a man’s own, it
is surely the sum of his opinions on a most
momentous and difficult subject, arrived at by
years of patient toil and mature reflection, weighed
with consummate impartiality, and enounced with
historical calmness.

Unfortunately, however, such is the tendency
- to postpone the real and permanent interest which
all men have in truth and charity, and the most
sacred rights of individuals, to the pursuit of
some momentary and illusory party advantage,
that the French translation is not only full.of
particular inaccuracies arising from ignorance or
carelessness, but is infected with the sectarian
spirit from which the original is so remarkably
and so laudably exempt.

Professor Ranke, not without reason, regards
his reputation for impartiality, and (what to such
a writer is far more important) the effect of his

Vermittler dieses allgemein geistigen Handels bemiiht und den
‘Wechseltausech zu befordern sich zum Geschift macht. Denn
was man auch von der Unzuliinglichkeit des Ubersetzens sagen
mag, 8o ist und bleibt es doch eines der wichtigsten und wiirdig-
sten Qeschifte in dem allgemeinen Weltverkehr.

“Der Koran sagt, * Gott hat jedem Volke einen Propheten
gegeben in seiner eigenen Sprache.’ So ist jeder Ubersetzer
ein Prophet in seinem Volke.”—Goethe, Kunst ugd Alterthum.



vi TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE,

book on the public mind, as seriously endangered
by the appearance of the French version.

Accordingly, when I announced to him my inten-
tion of translating his work, and my wish to attend
to any suggestions he might have to make, I re-
ceived an answer containing the following words.

“My book needs to be set right in the eyes
of all but German readers, after the unconscien-
tious treatment it has received at the hands of a
catholicising French translator. I look to England
to redress the wrong done to me in France*.”

I have endeavoured to render the original with
scrupulous fidelity, at the risk of occasionally
sacrificing facility of expression to this paramount
object, and to my desire of counteracting (as far
as it rested with me to do so) the effect of this
great offence against the author and against truth.
The English reader will perhaps accept such a
guarantee as Professor Ranke’s opinion may afford,
that I have not wholly failed in my purpose. In
a letter acknowledging the receipt of the sheets
(which have been regularly transmitted to him) he
expresses himself fully satisfied with the *‘care
and conscientiousness’’ of the translationt.

* ¢« F{r das ausserdeutsche Publicum bedarf es ohnehin, nach
der gewissenlosen Behandlung durch einen katholizirenden fran-

zosischen Ubersetzer, einer Rehabilitation; eine englische Frau
wird das Unrecht wieder gut machen das mir in Frankreich
begegnet ist.”

+ “Wo ich immer aufschlage finde ich Sorgfalt und Gewis-
senhaftigkeit, und fithle mich hochlich befriedigt.”
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I have translated from the Second Edition,
which contains some additions, especially in the
third volume. The First Edition was published
at Berlin in 1835-6 ; the Second Edition of the
first volume, in 1838 ; the Second Edition of the
third volume, not till the end of 1839, which caused
some delay in the completion of this translation.

The title does not appear to me to represent
accurately the subject of the book, which is not
so much a history of the popes, as a history of the
great struggle between catholicism and protestant~
ism, between authority and innovation, in which
the popes were indeed actors, but generally rather
as the servants than the rulers of events.

The chief interest of the work lies in the solu-
tion it affords of the greatest problem of modern
history. It is impossible to contemplate the
rapid and apparently resistless progress of the
Reformation in its infancy, without wondering
what was the power which arrested and forced
back the torrent, and reconquered to the ancient
faith countries in which protestantism seemed
firmly established.

The ebb and flow of this mighty wave are traced
with singular vividness as well as accuracy in the
following pages.

In them will also be seen how many of the
elements of protestantism lived and moved in the
bosom of the catholic church ;—and, on the other
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hand, how many of the institutions, and how
much of the spirit, of the ancient church have
adhered to some forms of protestantism.

Nor is the connexion between the aspirations of
man after the beautiful, and those after the good
and the eternal, forgotten. In the 16th century,
as in the 14th, the Church appears as the inspirer
and the patron of Art.

We are likewise struck by several examples of
those great oscillations of the human mind, of
which each succeeding generation is the uncon-
scious witness, though each appears to regard
its own mental condition with an exclusiveness
and intolerance little befitting a creature so
changeful, and so dependent on circumstances for
his opinions, as man. A period of laxity in re-
ligion and morals is as invariably succeeded by
one of rigour and asceticism, as that again is sure
to engender an impatience of restraint, an inor-
dinate craving for indulgence, and a coldness, not
to say aversion, to the exercises of devotion.

It is not within the humble province of a trans-
lator to insist on the lessons of moderation to be
drawn from such views of the invariable laws
which govern the moral world. Those lessons
will best be learned by an attentive consideration
of the facts presented to our view in the following

work.

S. A.
London, April, 1840.
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THE power of Rome in the early and middle
ages of the Christian Church is known to the
world, and modern times have beheld her resume
her sway with somewhat like the vigour of reno-
vated youth. - After the decline of her influence in
the former half of the sixteenth century, she once
more rose to be the centre of the faith and the
opinions of the nations of Southern Europe, and
made bold, and not unfrequently successful, at-
tempts to bring those of the north again under
her dominion.

This period of the revived temporal power of
the church, her renovation and internal reform,
her progress and her decline, it is my purpose to
exhibit, at least in outline ;(an undertaking which
I should not have ventured even to attempt, had
- not opportunity presented to me some materials
and aids towards its accomplishment (however
defective that may be) hitherto unknown)

It is my first duty to indicate the general cha-
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racter of these materials, and the sources whence
they are derived.

I had already, in a former work, given to the
public whatever our Berlin MSS. contain. But
Vienna is incalculably richer than Berlin in trea-
sures of this kind.

Besides the German, which is its chief and fun-
‘damental ingredient, Vienna possesses another Eu-
ropean element : manners and languages the most
various meet in every class, from the highest to
the lowest, and Italy especially has her living and
full representation. The various collections too
have a comprehensive character, which may be
ascribed to the policy of the state; to its position
with regard to other countries; to its ancient alli.
ance with Spain, Belgium, and Lombardy, and its
intimate connexion, both from proximity and from
faith, with Rome. From the earliest times, the
taste for acquiring and possessing such records has
prevailed at Vienna, Hence even the original
and purely national collections of the imperial
library are of great value. In later times some
foreign collections have been added. From Mo-
dena a number of volumes, similar to the Berlin
¢ Informazioni,” have been purchased of the house
of Rangone; from Venice, the inestimable manu-
scripts of the Doge Marco Foscarini, and among
them his own labours preparatory to the con-
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tinuation of his Italian Chronicles, of which not
a trace is anywhere else to be found. Prince
Eugene left a rich collection of historical and
political MSS., formed with the enlarged views
which might be expected from that accomplished
statesman. It is impossible to read through the
catalogues without emotions of pleasure and hope.
So many unexplored sources whence the deficien-
cies of most printed works on modern history may
be corrected and repaired!—a whole futurity of
study! And yet, at the distance of but a few steps,
Vienna offers still more valuable materials. The
imperial archives contain, as we might anticipate,
the most important and authentic documents il-
lustrative of German and of general history, and
peculiarly so of that of Italy. It is true that by
far the greater part of the Venetian archives are
restored, after long wanderings, to Venice; but a
considerable mass of papers belonging to the re-
public are still to be found in Vienna; despatches,
original or copied; extracts from them, made
for the use of government, called rubricaries; re-
ports, often the only copies in existence, and of
great value; official registers of the government
functionaries ; chronicles and journals. The de-
tails which will be found in this work concerning
Gregory XIII. and Sixtus V. are for the most part
drawn from the archives of Vienna. I cannot
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adequately express my sénse of the boundless libe-
rality with which access to these treasures was
granted to me.

And here I ought to enumerate the many helps
towards the execution of my project which I have
received, both abroad and at home. But I feel, I
know not whether with reason or not, some hesi-
tation in doing so. I should have to mention a
great many names,—some of them very eminent :
my gratitude would appear vaunting, and would
give to a work which has every reason to present
itself with a modest front, an air of ostentation
which might ill become it.

After Vienna, my attention was chiefly directed
to Venice and to Rome.

It was an almost universal custom among the
great houses of Venice to have a cabinet of manu-
scripts attached to their library. These of course
chiefly related to the affairs of the republic, and re-
presented the share which the particular family had
taken in public business: they were carefully pre-
served, as memorials of the history and importance
of the house, for the instruction of its younger mem-
bers. A few of these private collections are still
remaining, and were accessible to me ; but a far
greater number perished in the general ruin of the
year 1797, and subsequently. If more has been
saved out of the wreck than might be imagined, the
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world owes it chiefly to the librarians of St. Mark,
who exerted the utmost powers of their institution
to effect that object. The library of St. Mark con-
tains a valuable store of manuscripts which are
indispensable to the domestic history of the city or
republic, and important even to that of their rela-
tions with Europe. But too much must not be
expected from it. It is almost a new acquisition,
casually formed of private collections, without com-
pleteness or uniform plan. It is not to be compared
with the treasures of the state archives in their pre-
gent condition and arrangement. In my inquiry
into the conspiracy of 1618, I have already de-
scribed the Venetian archives, and shall not repeat
what I there said, The documents most appro-
priate to my Roman objects were, the Reports of
the ambassadors on their return from Rome. I
should have been extremely glad however to be
able to have recourse to other collections, since
none are free from deficiencies, and these archives
have sustained many losses in the course of their
various wanderings. I collected, in all, forty-
eight Reports on Rome,—the earliest of them of
the year 1500 ; nineteen of the sixteenth, twenty-
one of the seventeenth century, forming an almost
unbroken series; of the eighteenth century only
eight, but these too, very instruetive and valuable,
In by far the greater number of cases, I saw and
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used the originals. They contain a great many
interesting facts which were stated on personal ob-
servation, and have passed away with the lives of
the contemporaneous generation. These first gave
me the idea of a continuous narrative, and the
courage to attempt it.

In Rome alone, it is needless to say, could the
means of authenticating and of amplifying these
materials be found. But was it to be expected
that a foreigner and a heretic would there be al-
lowed free access to the public collections,—would
be-enabled to reveal all the secrets of the papacy ?
It would not perhaps have been such bad policy as
it appears ; since no investigation can bring to light
anything worse than the assumptions of groundless
conjecture, or than those rumours which the world
now receives as true. I cannot boast however of
having enjoyed any such permission. I was
enabled to ascertain what were the tréasures of
the Vatican, and to use a number of volumes ; but
I was uot so fortunate as to obtain the full liberty
of access which I desired.

Luckily however other collections were laid
open to me, from which extensive and authentic,
if not complete, information could be extracted.
In the palmy days of aristocracy—that is, in the
seventeenth century particularly,—the great fa-
milies who were at the head of public affairs all
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over Europe, were in possession of a part of the
public documents. Nowhere was this so remark-
ably the case as in Rome. The kinsmen of the
reigning pope, who in every pontificate possessed
the supreme power, usually bequeathed as an heir-
loom to the princely houses which they founded,
a considerable quantity of state papers, accu-
mulated during their administration. They were
thought a part of the hereditary possessions of a
family. In the palace which they built, there were
two or three rooms, generally in the highest story,
appropriated to books and manuscripts, and en-
riched by the contributions of each succeeding
generation. The private collections of Rome are,
in a certain sense, the public ones; and the di-
spersion of the archives of the state in the different
houses of the families successively at the head of
affairs, was sanctioned by common usage ; in the
same way as a part of the public revenues were
permitted to overflow into the hands of the papal
families ; or as some private collections, such as
those of the Borghese or Doria palaces, far sur-
passed that of the Vatican gallery, in extent or
historical importance.

It thus -happens that the manuscripts which are
preserved in the Barberini, Chigi, Altieri, Albani,
and Corsini palaces, are of incalculable value for
the ecclesiastical and political history of the popes
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of Rome,—the Church and State over which they
presided. The state-archive office, which has not
been very long arranged, is peculiarly important,
as regards the middle ages, from its collection of
registers, which would amply reward an inquirer
into the history of that period for the labour of
research ; but so far as my knowledge extends, I
~cannot say that it contains much calculated to
throw light on more modern times. Its value
shrinks into nothing, (unless I have been pur-
posely deceived,) before the splendour and the
riches of private collections. Each of these, of
course, embraces more especially the epoch in
which the pope of the particular house reigned ;
but as the kinsmen of each retained a very emi-
nent position; as all men are eager to enlarge
and complete a collection once begun, and as
ample facilities for doing so were afforded in Rome,
where a literary traffic in manuscripts had grown
up, there is not one which does not contain many
documents tending to throw great light on other
ages, both remote and proximate. By far the
richest (in consequence of some valuable bequests,)
is the Barberini; but the Corsini was, from its
very foundation, planned and arranged with the
greatest care and choice. I had the good fortune
to be allowed access (in some cases with unlimited
freedom,) to all these collections, as well as to otherg
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of less importance. They afforded me an un-
hoped-for harvest of authentic materials apposite
to my purpose. Correspondences of the pun-
tiature, with the accompanying instructions, and
the reports which were brought back; lives of
several popes, written in great detail, and with all
the freedom of communications not intended to
meet the public eye; lives of distinguished car-
dinals ; official and private journals; explanations
of particular incidents and situations ; official
opinions and deliberations ; reports of the admi-
nistration of the provinces, their trade and manu-
factures ; statistical tables; accounts of income
and expenditure; by far the greater part of them
unknown, usually constructed by men who had
a thorough and practical knowledge of their sub-
ject, and of a credibility which, though it by no
means precludes the necessity for examination and
criticism, is equal to what is universally accorded
to the testimony of well-informed contemporaries.
Of these MSS., the oldest of which I made any
use, concerns the conspiracy of the Porcari against
Nicholas V. A few others related to the fifteenth
century ; from the commencement of the six-
teenth, they became at every step more numerous
and full; upon the whole course of the seventeenth,
they throw a light which is doubly precious from
the dearth of authentic information about Rome
b
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relating to that period; while, from the be-
ginning of the eighteenth, again, their number
and value decrease. Both the state and court of
Rome had then lost much of their influence and
importance. I shall go through these Roman
MSS., as well as the Venetian, in detail, in the
Appendix, and shall quote whatever appears to me
worthy of attention which I have not found a fit
opportunity of noticing in the body of the work.

For the very mass of the materials, both in
manuscript and in print, which lie before us, ren-
ders it necessary to impose strict limits on the
text.

An Italian, a catholic, would set about the task
in a totally different spirit from that in which the
present work is written. By the expression of
personal veneration, or it may be (in the present
state of opinion,) of personal hatred, he would
impart to his work a characteristic, and, I doubt
not, a more vivid and brilliant colouring ; and in
many passages he would be more circumstantial,
more ecclesiastical, or more local. 'In these re-
spects a protestant and a North German cannot
hope to vie with him. The position and the feel-
ings of such a writer with respect to the papacy
are less exposed to the influences which excite the
passions, and therefore while he is enabled to
maintain the indifferency so essential to an histo~
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rian, he must, from the very outset of his work,
renounce that warmth of expression which springs
from partiality or antipathy, and which might
perhaps prbduce a considerable effect on Europe.
We are necessarily deficient in true sympathy with
purely ecclesiastical or canonical details. On the
other hand, our circumstances enable us to occupy
another point of view, which, if I mistake not,
is more favourable to historical truth and impar-
tiality*. For what is there that can now make
the history of the papal power interesting or im-
portant to us? Not its peculiar relation to us,
which can no longer affect us in any material
point ; nor the anxiety or dread which it can in-
spire. The times in which we had anything to
fear are over; we are conscious of our perfect
'security. The papacy can inspire us with no other
interest than what arises from its historical deve-
‘lopment and its former influence.

The papal power was not so unchangeable as is
commonly sﬁppdgéd. If we recur to the principles
which are the conditions of its existence, which it
cannot abandon without condemning itself to ruin,
we find that it has always been as profoundly af-

* No change has been produced in this respect by the events
which have occurred since the publication of the first edition
of this book. On reviewing it, the author has found no caunse

to make other than slight additions and alterations, which do not
affect the main thread of the narrative.

b 2
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fected by.the vicissitudes which have befallen the
nations of Europe, as any other government. As
the fortunes of the world have varied, as one na-
tion or another has predominated, as the whole
fabric of society has been shaken, the papal power
has shared in the universal movement; complete
metamorphoses have taken place in its maxims,
objects, and claims; and above all, its influence has
experienced the greatest variations. If we look
throngh the catalogue of all those names so often
repeated through the whole series of centuries,
from-Pius I. in the second, dewn to our contempo-
raries, Pius VII. and VIII. in the nineteenth, it
produces the impression of an unbroken stability ;
but we must not suffer ourselves to be misled, by
this appearance; since in truth the popes of differ-
ent ages are distinguished from each other by dif-
ferences nearly as essential as the dynasties of a
kingdom. For us, who stand aloof, these trans-
formations are precisely the most interesting object
of attention. In them we trace a portion of the
history of the world, of the progress of the whole
human race; not only in the periods of the un-
disputed supremacy of the catholic church, but
perhaps still more in those marked by the shock
of action and counteraction,—as in the times which
the following work is intended to embrace,—the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries; in which we



AUTHOR'’S PREFACE. xxi

see the papacy threatened and shaken to its foun-
dations, yet maintaining and strengthening, and
even re-extending its power; in which we see it
for a time advancing, conquering, but then again
checked, and tottering once more to its fall ; pe-
riods in which the mind of the western nations was
peculiarly busied with ecclesiastical questions ; and
that power which, deserted and attacked by the
one, was upheld and defended with fresh zeal by
the other, necessarily asserted a high and universal
importance.

This is the point of view which from our natural
position invites us to consider it;—a task I shall
now endeavour to fulfil.

It seems fitting that I should begin by recalling
to the memory of my readers the situation of the
papal power at the commencement of the sixteenth
century, and the course of events which had led to
that situation.



[ An Index, which is wanting in the original, has been added.]
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CHAPTER 1.

EPOCHS OF THE PAPACY.

§ 1. CHRISTIANITY IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

IF we survey the ancient world in its remoter ages,
we find it peopled with a number of independent
tribes. They dwelt around the Mediterranean Sea,
spreading from its coasts to the interior as far as
it was known ; severed by various divisions; all
originally confined within narrow boundaries ; all
in states of peculiar character and institutions.
The independence which they enjoyed was not
merely political. Every country had given birth to
a religion of its own; the ideas of God and di-
vine things were local; national deities of the most
dissimilar attributes divided the faith and homage
of the world; the law which their worshipers ob-
served was indissolubly connected with the law of
the state. We may say that this strict union of
state and religion, this double independence, (only
slightly qualified by the relations of a common
origin) had the greatest share in the civilization of
B 2
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antiquity : the boundaries to which each was con-
fined were narrow, but within these the vigorous
abundance of youth was left to develope itself ac-
cording to its own free impulses.

This aspect of things was totally changed by the
ascendency of Rome. We see all the self-governing
powers which filled the world, bend, one after an-
other, before her rising power, and vanish. The
earth was suddenly left void of independent nations.

In other times, states have been shaken to their
foundations because religion had lost her power over
them; in those days, the subjugation of states
necessarily involved the fall of their religions.
Dragged in the train of political power, they con-
gregated in Rome; but what significancy could
they retain, torn from the soil to which they were
indigenous ? The worship .of Isis had perhaps a
meaning in Egypt ; it deified the powers of nature,
such as they appear in that country: in Rome it
was a senseless idolatry. The contact of the vari-
ous mythologies was necessarily followed by their
mutual hostility and destruction. No philosophical
theory could be discovered capable of reconciling
their contradictions.

But even had this been possible, it would no
longer have satisfied the wants of the world. With
whatever sympathy we may regard the fall of so
many independent states, we cannot deny that
a new life arose immediately out of their ruins. In-
dependence fell ; but with it fell the barriers of
narrow nationalities. Nations were conquered, but
by this very conquest they were united, incorpo-



CH. I.] IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 5

rated. As the empire was called the world, so its
inhabitants felt themselves a single connected race.
Mankind began to be conscious of the common
bonds which unite them.

At this stage of human affairs Jesus Christ was
born.

His life was humble and obscure; his occupa-

tion, to heal the sick, to speak of God to a few
fishermen, who did not always understand him, in
hints and parables; he had not where to lay his head:
but—at this point of our retrospect of the world,
let us pause to say it—earth has seen nothing more
innocent or more powerful, more sublime or more
holy, than his conversation, his life, and his death.
JIn all his discourse breathes the pure breath of
God? his words, according to the expression of
Peter, are the words of eternal life; the race of
man has no tradition which can come into the most
distant comparison with this.

If the national creeds had ever contained an ele-
ment of true religion, this was now entirely obli-
terated ; they had, as we have said, no longer a
meaning ; in Him who united the divine and hu-
man natures, appeared, in contrast with them, the
eternal and universal relation of God to the world,
of man to God. :

Christ was born in a nation which indeed re-
garded the monotheism' it professed only as a
national worship, and held it mixed with an ex-
clusive and narrow ritual law; but it had the im-
measurable merit of holding fast to that faith with
a constancy which nothing could shake. Now, for
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the first time, this doctrine received its full signifi-
cancy. Christ annulled the law by fulfilling it:
the Son of Man proved himself the Lord also of the
Sabbath, according to his own expression; he re-
vealed the eternal and essential import of forms
which a narrow intelligence had never understood.
Thus, amidst a people which had hitherto held
itself aloof from every other, arose, in all the force
of truth, a faith which invited all and received all
into its bosom. It proclaimed the Universal God,
who, as St. Paul taught the Athenians, ‘ had made
of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on
all the earth.” For this sublime doctrine the mo-
ment had, as we have seen, arrived. A race of men
had arisen fitted to receive it. It lightened like
a sunbeam over the earth, says Eusebius*. And
in fact we see it in a short time spread from the
Euphrates to the Ebro, the Rhine and the Danube,
beyond all the wide frontiers of the empire.

Mild and innocent as it was, however, it could

not, in the nature of things, but encounter the -

strongest opposition from the existing religions,
which were bound up with so many of the in-
terests of life. I will point out only one crisis of
this struggle, which appears to me peculiarly im-
portant. ‘

The political spirit of the antique religions once
more rose to view in a new form. The sum of
all those independent powers which once filled
the world had been concentrated in the hands of

* Hist. Eccl. II. 3.
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one; there was but one power which seemed
self-dependent ; to this they all attached them-
selves ; they paid divine worship to the empe-
ror*. Temples were raised and altars dedicated
to him ; they swore by his name, they celebrated
festivals in his honour; his statues afforded sanc-
tuary. The worship paid to the genius of the em-
peror was perhaps the only one common to the
whole empire. All idolatries clung around this as
to a common prop.

This worship of the Cesar, and the doctrine of
Christ, had, in relation to the local religions, a cer-
tain similarity ; although there existed between
them the strongest conceivable contrast.

The emperor considered religion under its worldly
aspect—bound to earth and the goods of earth ; to
him be these surrendered, says Celsus, all that we
have comes from him. Christianity viewed it in
the fullness of the spirit and of superhuman truth.

The emperor united state and religion; Chris-
tianity emphatically distinguished that which is
God’s from that which is Casar’s.

In sacrificing to the emperor, men avowed the
most abject servitude. Even in that union of reli-
gion and state, in which, according to the earlier
constitution, resided the most perfect independence,
lay, according to the present, the seal of subjection.
Christianity, in forbidding sacrifices to the emperor,

* Eckhel. Doctrina Numorum Veterum, P. ii. vol. viii. p. 456 ;
he quotes a passage of Tertullian, Apol. c. 28., from which it
appears that the worship of the Cwesar was sometimes the most -

fervent of any.
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accomplished the most glorious emancipation. It
reawakened in the nations the primeval and innate
religious consciousness (if it be true that such a
sentiment was antecedent to all idolatry), and set
it in hostility to this world-subjecting power, which,
not satisfied with earthly, sought to grasp also at
heavenly things. Hence man derived a spiritual
element in which he was once more independent,
free and personally unconquerable ; the earth ac-
quired freshness and new capacity for life ; it was
fertilized and prepared for new productions.

It was the contrast between the earthly and the
spiritual ; between servitude and freedom ; between
gradual decay and vigorous renovation.

This is not the place in which to describe the
long conflict between these principles. All the ele-
ments of life were drawn into the vortex, gradually
imbued with the spirit of Christianity, and borne
along with this grand current of the human mind.
The error of idolatry, says Chrysostom, has va-
nished of itself*. Paganism already appeared to
him a conquered city, whose walls were overthrown,
whose halls, theatres and public buildings were
consumed with fire, whose defenders were slain ;
a few old men and children lingered among the
ruins. Even these soon were found no more. A
change such as the world had never known had
begun.

The blood of the martyrs sprinkled the cata-
combs : on those spots where the Olympian gods

* Adyos els rov paxdpoy BaBilay «ai xara 'TovAavot xai wpos
“EXAnvas.
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were worshiped, amidst the very pillars which
had supported their temples, arose shrines in me-
mory of those who had scorned their worship and
had resisted unto death. The religion which had
arisen in deserts and in prisons was embraced by
the world. Men saw with surprise a secular build-
ing erected by heathens, the Basilica, converted
into a Christian temple. The change was most re-
markable. The apsis of the Basilica contained an
Augusteum*, the images of those Casars to whom
divine honours were paid. The very places which
they occupied received, as we still see in numerous
Basilicas, the figures of Christ and his apostles.
The statues of the rulers of the world, who had
been regarded as gods, vanished and gave place to
the likeness of the Son of Man—the Son of God.
Local deities faded and disappeared. On every
highway, on the steep summits of hills, in moun-
tain-gorges and valleys, on the housetops, and on
the tesselated floors, the cross was seen. The vic-
tory was complete and decisive. . As we see on the
coins of Constantine the labarum with the mono-
gram of Christ above the conquered dragon, even
thus did the worship and the name of Christ stand
triumphant above prostrate heathenism.

Viewed even from this point, how full of infinite
import and infinite consequences was the Roman
empire! In the age of its ascendant, it crushed the
independence, it overthrew the power, of nations ;
it annihilated that feeling of self-existence and self-

* | borrow this account from E. Q. Visconti, Museo Pio-Cle-
mentino, vii. p. 100. (Ed. 1807.)
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reliance, the very essence of which lay in division :
in the years of its decline, it beheld true religion
arise out of its bosom ; the purest form of a com-
mon consciousness, the consciousness of a com-
munity in the One true God; it nourished and
reared to maturity the power of this faith. The
race of man awoke to the sense of its nature and
destinies ; it had found its Religion.

This religion now stamped upon the empire its
outward form for ever.

The sacerdotal offices of paganism were conferred
in the same manner as civil employments. In Ju-
daism one tribe was set apart for ecclesiastical au-
thority. It was the distinguishing feature of Chris-
tianity, that a peculiar class or profession, consisting
of members who entered it of their free choice,
consecrated by the laying on of hands, removed
from all worldly cares and occupations, devoted
themselves ‘‘ to spiritual and godly things.” At
first the church was governed according to repub-
lican forms, but these disappeared in proportion as
the new faith attained the mastery. Gradually the
clergy separated themselves altogether from the
laity.

( It appears to me that this was the result of a
certain internal necessity.) The rise of Christianity
involved the liberation of religion from all political
elements. From this followed the growth of a dis-
tinct ecclesiastical class with a peculiar constitu-
tion. In this separation of the church from the
state consists perhaps the greatest, the most per-
vading and influential peculiarity of all Christian
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times. The spiritual and secular powers may come
into near contact, may even stand in the closest
community ; but they can be thoroughly incorpo-
rated only at rare conjunctures and for a short
period. Their mutual relation, their position with
regard to each other, form, from this time forward,
one of the most important considerations in all
history. .

The constitution of the ecclesiastical body was
necessarily formed upon the model of that of the
empire. The hierarchy of bishops, metropolitan
patriarchs, arose, corresponding to the graduated
ranks of the civil administration. Ere long the Ro-
man bishops assumed pre-eminency above all others.
The pretence that primates whose supremacy was
acknowledged by East and West existed in the first
centuries of the church, is, indeed, utterly ground-
less ; but it is unquestionable that they soon ac-
quired a consideration which raised them above all
other ecclesiastical authorities. Many things con-
tributed to secure this to them.

If the importance of every provincial capital con-
ferred on its bishop a peculiar weight and dignity,
how much more must this have been the case in
the ancient capital of that vast empire to which
it had given its name*! Rome was one of the
most eminent apostolical seats; here the great-
est number of martyrs had perished ; during the
persecutions, the bishops of Rome had displayed
extraordinary firmness and courage; their succes-

* Casaubon, Exercitationes ad Annales Ecclesiasticos Baronii,
p. 260,
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sion had often been rather to martyrdom and death,
than to office. But now, independent of these
considerations, the emperor found it expedient to
favour the rise of a great patriarchal authority. In
a law which became decisive for the supremacy of
Christianity, Theodosius the Great ordains, that all
nations who were subject to his grace, should re-
ceive the faith which had been delivered by St.
Peter to the Romans*. Valentinian III. forbade
the bishops, both in Gaul and in the other pro-
vinces, to depart from ancient usages without the
approbation of the venerable man, the pope of the
holy city. From this time the power of the Roman
bishops grew up under the protection of the empe-
ror himself. It is true that this political connexion
operated also as a check upon it. Had the impe-
rial power been vested in an individual, one supreme
ecclesiastical power might also have taken firm root ;
but to this the partition of the empire presented
an obstacle. It was impossible that the emperors
of the East, who so jealously asserted their ecclesi-
astical rights, should favour the extension of the
power of the patriarchs of the West within their
territories. The constitution of the church, in this
respect also, corresponded with the constitution of
the empire.

* Codex Theodos. XVI. 1,2. ¢ Cunctos populos quos clemen-
tise nostre regit temperamentum in tali volumus religione versari,
quam divinum Petrum apostolum tradidisse Romanis religio usque
nunc ab ipso insinuata declarat.” The edict of Valentinian III.
is also mentioned by Planck, Geschichte der christlich-kirchlichen
Gesellschaftsverfassung, I. 642.
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§ 2. THE PAPACY IN CONNEXION WITH THE
FRANKISH EMPIRE.

Scarcely was this great change accomplished, the
Christian religion planted, the church founded,
when new events disturbed the world. The Roman
empire, so long accustomed to conquest and domi-
nation, was now in its turn attacked by its neigh-
bours, overrun, conquered. v

Christianity itself was shaken in the general con-
vulsion. In the hour of their utmost peril the Ro-
mans once more remembered the Etrurian myste-
ries ; the Athenians believed that Achilles and Pallas
would save them ; the Carthaginians prayed to the
Genius Ceelestis : but these were mere transient im-
pulses ; whilst the empire in the western provinces
crumbled into ruins, the edifice of the Roman
church remained solid and entire.

It was exposed, however, as was inevitable, to
various dangers and calamities, and experienced an
entire change of position, A heathen nation sub-
dued Britain. Arian kings conquered the greater
remaining part of theWest. In Italy, the Lombards,
for a long time Arians, and always dangerous,
hostile neighbours, founded a mighty kingdom at
the very gates of Rome. But while the Roman
bishops, hemmed in on all sides, strove to become
masters at least in their ancient patriarchal diocese,
and displayed consummate prudence in the attempt,
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they were assailed by a new and yet greater cala-
mity. The Arabs, not only conquerors like the
Germans, but imbued to fanaticism with a dogma-
tical and haughty creed fundamentally opposed to
Christianity, poured themselves over the West as
well as the East ; after repeated attacks they con-
quered Africa; one assault made them masters of
Spain ; Muza boasted that he would force his way
through the gates of the Pyrenees, across the Alps
into Italy, and cause the name of Mahommed to
be proclaimed in the Vatican.

In the beginning of the eighth century Roman
Christendom was in the most critical position.

‘While the Arabs began to rule over thewhole coast
of the Mediterranean, and to carry on a war of ex-
termination against all unbelievers, Christendom
was divided against itself. Its two chiefs, the em-
peror at Constantinople and the pope at Rome, took
opposite sides in the iconoclastic dissensions, which
now raged with the most rancorous fury. The em-
peror often practised against the life of the pope.
Meanwhile the Lombards perceived how advantage-
ous this division was to them. Their king Astolphus
took possession of provinces which had hitherto
acknowledged the emperor; he marched upon
Rome, and with furious threats, summoned that
city to pay him tribute, and to surrender®.

With these intestine divisions on the one side,

* Anastasius Bibliothecarius: Vitee Pontificum. Vita Ste-
phani III. ed. Paris, p. 83. * Fremens ut leo pestiferas minas
Romanis dirigere non desinebat, asserens omnes uno gladio jugu-
lari, nisi suze sese subderent ditioni.”
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and the decisive. predominancy of a hostile and
mighty power on the other, nothing was to be anti-
cipated but the utter downfall and extinction of the
church, if it did not receive powerful and permanent
succour from some quarter.

Such succour was at hand. Christianity, in
accordance with its original destination, had long
found its way beyond the limits of the empire. It
had taken peculiar hold on the Germanic peoples ;
a Christian power had arisen in the midst of them,
towards which the pope had only to streteh out his
hands, in order to find willing allies against all
enemies, and energetic aid in all dangers.

Of all the Germanic nations, the Frankish alone,
from its first rise in the provinces of the Roman
empire, had become catholic. This conversion
had been very advantageous to it. In the catholic
subjects of their Arian enemies, the Burgundians
and Visigoths, the Franks found npatural allies.
We read much of the miracles which are said to
bave happened to Clovis; how St. Martin sent a
hind to show him the ford through the Vienne,
how St. Hilary went before him in a pillar of fire :
we shall hardly err greatly if we presume that these
legends were but types of the succours which the
natives afforded to their fellow-believers, to whom,
as Gregory of Tours says, they wished success * with
eager inclination.”

This disposition to Catholicism, which was proved
from the very first by such mighty results, was
afterwards renovated and strengthened by a very
singular influence proceeding from another quarter.
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Pope Gregory the Great happened to see some
Anglo-Saxons in the slave-market at Rome, who at-
tracted his attention and determined him to cause
the Gospel to be preached to the nation to which
they belonged. Never did a pope resolve on an
undertaking more big with consequences.

Not only did the doctrine take root in Germanic
Britain, but with it a veneration for Rome and the
Holy See such as no other country had ever
evinced. The Anglo-Saxons began to make pil-
grimages to Rome ; they sent their youth thither ;
king Offa introduced the tax of the Peter’s penny
wherewith to pay for the education of the clergy
and to aid the pilgrims. The nobles and men of
importance journeyed to Rome, that they might die
there and thence be received with greater accept-
ance among the saints in heaven. It was as if this
nation transferred to Rome and the objects of
Christian worship the old German superstition, that
the gods were nearer to some favoured spots than
to others.

A much more important circumstance was, that
the English now communicated their own devout
and catholic spirit to the continent and the
Frankish empire. The apostle of the Germans was
an Anglo-Saxon. Boniface, filled as he was with
the reverence of his nation for St. Peter and his
successors, promised from the very beginning to
conform faithfully to all the decrees of the See of
Rome. This promise he most rigorously performed.
He imposed extraordinary obedience on the German
church which he founded. The bishops bound them-
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selves by an express vow to remain subject, unto
their life’s end, to the Roman church, to St. Peter and
his successors. Nor did he persuade the Germans
alone to these acts of submission. The bishops of
Gaul had hitherto maintained a certain independ-
ence of Rome. Boniface, who on some occasions
presided in their synods, availed himself of the op-
portunity to bring this western portion of the
Frankish church into the same obedience. From
that time the Gallic archbishops received the pallium
from Rome. The submissiveness to ecclesiastical
authority which had characterized the Anglo-Saxons
thus extended itself over the whole Frankish empire.

This empire was now become the central point
of all the Germanic tribes of the West. It mat-
tered not that its royal house, the Merovingian
race, destroyed itself by the atrocious and murder-
ous acts of its members. Another line immediately
raised itself in their stead to the supreme power;
all men full of energy, of potent will and matchless
vigour. While the surrounding kingdoms crum-
bled into ruins, and the world threatened to become
the spoil of the Moslem sword, this race it was, the
house of the Pepins of Heristall, afterwards called
the Carlovingian, that opposed the first and the
decisive resistance. It was this race also which
fostered the growing development of the religious
spirit: we early find it on good terms with Rome.
Boniface enjoyed the especial protection of Charles
Martel and Pepin le Bref*.

* Bonifacii Epistole; ep. 12, ad Danielem episc. *Sine patro-
cinio principis Francorum nec populum regere nec presbyteros

VOL. I. c
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Let us now observe the position of the papal
power with respect to the rest of the world. On the
one side, the eastern empire, decaying, feeble, inca-
pable of maintaining Christianity against Islamism,
or even of defending its own territory in Italy
against the Lombards, yet claiming supremacy even
in spiritual things: on the other, the Germanic
nations, robust, powerful, victorious over Islam ;
attached, with all the freshness of youthful enthusi-
asm, to authority, to which they, as yet, had no
claim ; filled with unconditional, willing devoted-
ness.

Already Gregory II. felt what he had gained.
With the consciousness of his own importance, he
writes to the iconoclast emperor, Leo the Isaurian,
‘¢ All the nations of the west have their eyes turned
towards our humble person; they regard us as a
god upon earth.” His successors felt more and
more the necessity of separating themselves from a
power which imposed duties, while it afforded no
protection, although it inherited the name and the
empire of Rome; while, on the contrary, they
contracted with the great captains of the west,
the Frank princes, an alliance, which grew closer
from year to year, afforded great advantages to
both parties, and at length exercised a pervading
influence on the history of the world.

When Pepin the younger, not contented with

vel diaconos, monachos vel ancillas Dei defendere possum, nec
ipsos paganorum ritus et sacrilegia idolorum in Germania sine
illius mandato et timore prohibere valeo.”
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the substance of kingly power, chose to possess
its name also, he felt that he stood in need of a
higher sanction. This the pope granted him. In
return, the new king undertook the defence of the
pope, “ of the holy church and the republic of
God,” against the Lombards. To defend them did
not satisfy his zeal. He very soon compelled the
Lombards to surrender the exarchate, the Italian
territory which they had wrested from the eastern
empire. Justice would indeed have demanded that
it should be restored to the emperor, to whom it
had belonged. This was proposed to Pepin. He
replied, ‘“ that he had not gone to battle for the
sake of any man, but for the honour of St. Peter
alone and to obtain forgiveness for his sins*.”
He caused the keys of the conquered cities to be
laid upon the altar of St. Peter’s. This is the founda-
tion of the whole temporal dominion of the popes.

The alliance continued to acquire strength from
the lively reciprocity of good offices. At length
Charlemagne delivered the pope from the oppress-
ive and dangerous neighbourhood of the Lombard
princes. He himself manifested the most profound
submission ; he repaired to Rome ; kissing the steps
of St. Peter’s he ascended the vestibule where the
pope awaited him; he ratified the donations of
Pepin to the church. In return, the pope was his
unshaken friend ; the relations of the head of the
church to the Italian bishops facilitated Charle-

* « Anastasius : affirmans etiam sub juramento, quod per nullius
hominis favorem sese certamini seepius dedisset, nisi pro amore
Petri et venia delictorum.”

c2
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magne’s conquests over the Lombards, and his ac-
quisition of their territory.

This course of things soon led to still greater re-
sults. :

In his own city, torn by contending factions, the
pope could no longer stand his ground without
foreign aid. Once again did Charlemagne repair to
Rome to defend him. The aged prince was now
crowned with fame and conquest. In a long series
of battles he had gradually subdued all his neigh-
bours, and had united nearly all the Romano-Ger-
manic Christian nations ; he had led them to victory
against their common enemies ; it was remarked
that he was possessor of all the seats of the
western emperors, in Italy, Gaul and Germany, and
heir of all their power*. These countries were, it
is true, become a totally different world; but did
that affect the dignity of their ruler? Pepin had
thus earned the kingly diadem, because to him who
has the power, the honour, of right, belongs. On
this occasion also the pope resolved on the course
to be pursued. Penetrated with gratitude, and fully
conscious of his own need of a permanent defender,
he crowned Charlemagne on the Christmas-eve of

* I so understand the Annales Laureshamenses, ad annum
801. * Visum est et ipsi apostolico Leoni,—ut ipsum Carolum,
regem Francorum, Imperatorem, nominare debuissent, qui ipsam
Romam tenebat, ubi semper Casares sedere soliti erant, et reli-
quas sedes, quas ipse per Italiam seu Galliam nec non et Germa-
niam tenebat (he probably means to say, *ipsi tenebant’): quia
Deus omnipotens has omnes sedes in potestatem ejus concessit,
Deo justum eis esse videbatur, ut ipse cum Deo adjutorio—ipsum
nomen haberet.”
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the year 800, with the crown of the western em-
pire.

This was the consummation of the whole series
of events which had occurred since the first irrup-
tion of the Germans into the Roman empire.

A Frankish prince filled the throne, and wielded
all the power, of the emperor of the West. Charle-
magne executed unquestioned acts ‘of the highest
authority in the territories which had been sur-
rendered to St. Peter. His grandson, Lothaire,
nominated his own judges at Rome, and annulled
confiscations which the pope had imposed. It is
clear that the pope substantially belonged to the
Frankish empire; and in this consisted the no-
velty of his situation. He severed himself from
the East, where his authority gradually ceased to be
acknowledged. The Greek emperors had long
since stripped him of his patriarchal diocese in
their dominions*. On the other hand, the western
churches (the Lombard, to which the institutions
of the Frankish had been transferred, not excepted)
paid him an obedience which he had never before
received. By permitting the establishment at
Rome of schools for Frieslanders, Saxons and
Franks, by which the very city was Germanised,

* Nicolas I. deplores the loss of the patriarchal power of the
papal chair ‘ per Epirum veterem Epirumque novam atque Illyri-
cum, Macedoniam, Thessaliam, Achaiam, Daciam ripensem, Da-
ciamque mediterraneam, Mesiam, Dardaniam, Prevalim;” and
the loss of the patrimonial possessions in Calabria and Sicily. Pagi
another by Adrian I. to Charlemagne, whence we learn that
these losses had been caused by the dispute with the iconoclasts.
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he laid the foundation of that union of German
and Roman elements, which has, from that period,
formed the characteristic of the West. In the
moment of his uttermost weakness and peril, his
power struck its roots into a fresh soil. When it
seemed nodding to its fall, it arose in renewed vi-
gour and acquired a stability which was destined to
endure for ages. The hierarchy which originated in
the Roman empire poured itself abroad over the
Germanic nations. Here it found a boundless field
for unwearied and successful activity.

¢ 3. RELATION OF THE POPES TO THE GERMAN
EMPERORS—INTERNAL GROWTH AND PROGRESS
OF THE HIERARCHY.

We shall pass over some centuries that we may
arrive at a nearer and more distinct view of the
events which they generated and matured.

The Frankish empire has crumbled into pieces ;
the German has arisen full of energy and might.

Never was the German name more potent and
illustrious in Europe than in the tenth and eleventh
centuries, under the Saxon and the early Salic
emperors. From the eastern frontiers, where the
king of Poland had been compelled to do personal
homage and to submit to a partition of his terri-
tory, and where the duke of Bohemia was con-
demned to imprisonment, we see Conrad II. march
westward to defend Burgundy against the preten-
sions of the French nobles. He defeated them in



CH.1.] TO THE GERMAN EMPERORS. 23

the plains of Champagne; his Italian vassals
crossed Mount St. Bernard to his assistance; he
caused himself to be crowned at Geneva, and held
his. diet at Soleure. Immediately afterwards we
meet him in Lower Italy. ‘¢ On the frontiers of his
empire,” says his historian Wippo, *‘in Capua and
Benevento, he settled all differences by his word.”
Not less powerful and glorious was the reign of
Henry III. At one time we find him on the
Scheldt and the Lys, victor over the counts of
Flanders ; at another, in Hungary, which he com-
pelled, at least for a time, to do him feudal ser-
vice ; on the other side the Raab, where his course
was checked by the elements alone. The king of
Denmark repaired to Merseburg to meet him ; one
of the most powerful princes of France, the count
of Tours, became his vassal ; Spanish histories re-
late, that he demanded from Ferdinand I. of Castile,
victorious and powerful as that monarch was, an
acknowledgment that he was liege lord of all the
sovereigns of Christendom.

If we inquire what was the basis upon which so
extensive a power, claiming supremacy over all
Europe, internally rested, we shall find that it con-
tained a very important ecclesiastical element.

(With the Germans, conquest and conversion ad-
vanced together. The marches of the empire ex-
tended as the influence of the church extend
across the Elbe, towards the Oder, down the Da-
nube ; monks and priests heralded the Germar in-
fluence in Bohemia and Hungary. Hence the spirit-
ual authorities everywhere acquired vast power. In
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Germany, bishops and abbots of the empire were
invested, not only within their possessions, but also
without them, with the rights and privileges of
counts or even of dukes, and church lands were no
longer described as situated in countships, but
countships in bishoprics. In Upper Italy almost
all the cities were governed by the viscounts of
their bishops.

It were a mistake to imagine that the aim of
these measures was to give real independence to
the spiritual power.

As the nomination to ecclesiastical offices be-
longed to the kings, (in recognition of which the
chapters sent back the ring and staff of their de-
ceased superiors to the king’s court, whence these
badges of office were granted anew,) it was gene-
rally advantageous to the prince to confer temporal
authority on the man of his choice, upon whose at-
tachment and obedience he could rely. Henry III.,
in defiance of his recalcitrant nobility, placed a
plebeian devoted to himself, on the chair of St.
Ambrose at Milan. To this measure he was chiefly
indebted for the obedience which he afterwards re-
ceived from the north of Italy. The facts are
illustrative of each other, that, of all the emperors,
Henry III. was the most bountiful to the church, -
while at the same time he insisted with the greatest
rigour on the right of nominating bishops*. Care
was also taken that the endowment abstracted no-
thing from the power of the state. The property of

* Examples of this strictness are to be found in Planck: Ge-
schichte der christl, kirchl. Gesellschaftsverfassung, iii. 407.
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the church was exempted neither from civil bur-
thens, nor even from feudal service ; we frequently
see bishops take the field at the head of their
vassals. What an advantage was it therefore to
be able to nominate bishops like the archbishop
of Bremen, who exercised supreme spiritual power
in the Scandinavian kingdoms, and over numerous
Wendish tribes !

If the ecclesiastical element was of such vast im-
portance in the institutes of the German empire,
itis self-evident how much depended on the relation
in which the emperor stood to the head of the whole
clerical body, the pope of Rome. This relation was
not less intimate than that which had existed be-
tween the papacy and the Roman emperors, or the
successors of Charlemagne. (The political sub-
jection of the pope was unquestionable) -

It is true that, before the empire had definitively
devolved on a German race, while it was yet in
feeble and vacillating hands, the popes had exer-
cised acts of supremacy over it. But as soon as
the energetic German princes had possessed them-
selves of this dignity, they were not less sovereign
lords of the papacy than the Carlovingians had been
before. With vigorous hand Otho the Great pro-
tected the pope whom he had placed on the throne*;
his sons followed his example; and the revival

* In Goldast. Constitutt. Imperiales I. p. 221. we find an in-
strument (with the Scholia of Dietrich von Mein) transferring to
Otho and the German emperors the right of Charlemagne to
choose a successor to himself, and in future the popes of Rome.
There is no doubt however of its being a fabrication.
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of the Roman factions, who conferred or took
away, sold or alienated, the popedom as their family
interests dictated, rendered the necessity for a
higher intervention the more manifest. It is well
known how resolutely this was exercised by Henry
ITI. Hissynod at Sutri deposed the intrusive popes.
From the time he had placed the patrician ring on
his finger and had received the imperial crown, he
selected at his good pleasure the successor to the
papal chair. Four German popes nominated by
him succeeded each other. When the highest
ecclesiastical dignity fell vacant, the delegates from
Rome who repaired to the imperial court to hear a
successor appointed, appeared in no respect dif-
ferent from the envoys from other bishoprics.

In this state of things, it was for the interest of
the empertr himself that the papacy should inspire
respect and consideration. Henry III. promoted
the reforms which the popes his nominees under-
took ; the increase of their power excited no jea-
lousy in him. That Leo IX. in defiance of the
wishes of the king of France, held a synod at
Rheims, appointed and removed French bishops,
and received the solemn declaration that the pope
was the sole primate of the universal church, could
be nowise displeasing to the emperor, so long as
he himself ruled over the whole papacy. This
formed but a part of that pre-eminent authority
which he claimed over all Europe. He stood in
the same relation to the other powers of Christen-
dom through the pope, as to those of the North
through the archbishop of Bremen.
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But his position was attended with great danger.
The constitution of the ecclesiastical body in the
Germanic and Germanised states had assumed a
totally different character from that which it had
worn in the Roman. A large portion of political
power had been transferred to the clergy ; they had
princely rank and jurisdiction. As we have seen,
they were still dependent on the emperor, the
highest temporal authority ; but how if this author-
ity should once more fall into feeble hands, while
at the same time the head of the church, armed
with triple power, derived from his own dignity,
(the object of universal veneration) from the obe-
dience of his subordinates and from his influence
over other states, should seize the favouring mo-
ment, and place himself in opposition to the impe-
rial power ?

More than one inducement to such a course lay
in the very nature of the case. The church con-
tained within herself a peculiar principle, wholly at
variance with so great a temporal influence, and
this would of necessity manifest itself as soon as
she had acquired sufficient strength. And, as it
seems to me, it involved a contradiction, that the
pope should exercise a supreme and universal spi-
ritual power, and at the same time should be subject
to the emperor. It had been otherwise if Henry III.
had succeeded in raising himself to be the head of
entire Christendom. But as he failed, the pope
might have found himself, in the various turns of
political affairs, completely obstructed by his sub-
ordination to the emperor, in the free exercise of
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that authority as common father of the faithful,
which his office conferred on him.

Under these circumstances, Gregory VII. ascend-
ed the papal chair. Gregory was a man of a daring,
exclusive and haughty spirit; immoveable in his ad-
herence to logical consequences, and withal, equally
skilful and subtle in eluding just and well-grounded
opposition. He saw whither the course of things
tended. In all the frifling affairs of the day, he
discerned the vast contingent events with which the
future was pregnant ; he determined to emancipate
the papacy. From the moment he clearly saw his
object, without looking to the right or left, without
a moment’s hesitation, he seized on the decisive
means of accomplishing it. The decree which he
caused to be passed at one of "his councils, that in
future no ecclesiastical office could be granted by
a temporal sovereign, shook the constitution of the
empire to its very base. This, as we have re-
marked, rested on the connexion between tempo-
ral and spiritual institutions ; the link between
them was the investiture ; the stripping the empe-
ror of this ancient privilege was equivalent to a
revolution. .

It is evident that Gregory would not have been
able even to entertain the project of such a change,
much less to effect it, had not the disorders of the
German empire, during the minority of Henry IV.
and the rebellion of the German nobles and princes
against that monarch, favoured the enterprise. In
the great vassals he found natural allies. They too
felt oppressed by the predominance of the imperial
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power ; they too sought to shake off this yoke. In
a certain sense the pope was, like them, a magnate of
the empire. There was perfect accordance between
the pope’s declaring Germany an elective empire, by
which the power of the princes must be immensely
increased, and the little opposition he had to en-
counter from them when he emancipated himself
from the empire. Even in the contest concerning
investiture their interests went hand in hand. The
pope was yet far from claiming the direct nomina-
tion of the bishops; he left the choice to the
chapters, over which the higher German nobility
exercised the greatest influence. In a word, the
pope had the aristocratic interests on his side.

But even with these allies, what long and bloody
struggles did it cost the popes to accomplish their
projects ! From Denmark to Apulia, says the eu-
logy on St. Anno, from Carlingen to Hungary,
has the empire turned its arms against its own en-
trails. The struggle between the spiritual and tem-
poral principles, which had formerly gone hand in
hand, divided Christendom. How often have the
popes been forced to retreat from their own capital
and to see the apostolic seat ascended by antipopes !

At length, however, their success was complete.

After long centuries of subjection, after other
centuries of an often doubtful struggle, the inde-
pendence of the Roman see, and of the principle on
which it rested, was at length attained. The po-
sition of the popes at this moment was indeed
most lofty and dignified. The clergy were com-
pletely in their hands. It is worthy of remark,
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that during this period the popes of the most re-
solute character, for example, Gregory VII., were
Benedictines. By the introduction of celibacy
they transformed the whole body of secular clergy
into a sort of monastic order. The universal
bishopric which they claimed had a sort of resem-
blance to the power of an abbot of Cluny, who was
the only abbot of his order. The popes desired to
be the only bishops of the church ; they interfered
without hesitation in the administration of every
diocese*; they compared their legates even to the
proconsuls of ancient Rome! While this order,
firmly compacted within, dispersed over all lands,
powerful by its possessions, and ruling every action
of life by its ministry, constituted a body obedient
to one head, political states were crumbling into
pieces. As early as the beginning of the twelfth’
century Prior Gerohus ventured to say, ¢ It will
come to pass that the golden pillars of the mon-
archy will be utterly shattered, and every great em-
pire will be divided into tetrarchies; not till then
will the church be free and unfettered under the
protecting care of the great crowned priestt.” But
little was wanting to the literal accomplishment of
this prediction. For which, in fact, was more pow-

* One of the main points, concerning which I will give a pas-
sage from a letter of Henry IV. to Gregory. (Mansi Concil. n.
collectio. xx. 471.) ‘‘Rectores sancts ecclesiz, videl. archiepisco .
Ppos, episcopos, presbyteros sicut servos pedibus tuis calcasti.” We
see4he pope in this case had public opinion on his side. “In
quorum conculcatione tibi favorem ab ore vulgi comparasti.”

+ Schrickh quotes this passage, Kirchengeschichte, vol. xxvii.
p- 117.




CH. 1.] TO THE GERMAN EMPERORS. 31

erful in England in the thirteenth century, Henry
III., or the twenty-four who for a time governed
the kingdom ? In Castile, the king or the Altos-
homes ? The imperial power seemed almost super-
fluous from the time that Frederic granted to the
princes of the empire the substantial attributes of
sovereignty. Italy, like Germany, was filled with
independent states. Almost the only comprehen-
sive, centralizing power was that possessed by the
pope. The mingled spiritual and temporal cha-
racter which life had assumed during that pe-
riod, the entire course of events, inevitably tended
to produce such a power, and to render him the
depository of it. When countries long lost, like
Spain, were at length rescued from Mahommedan-
ism ; when provinces yet unreclaimed, like Prussia,
were won from paganism and planted with Christian
people ; when even the capitals of the Greek faith
conformed to the Latin rite; when hundreds of
thousands went forth to defend the banner of the
cross on the holy sepulchre, must not the sovereign
pontiff, who had a hand in all these undertakings,
who received the allegiance of all these subjugated
powers, enjoy immeasurable and pre-eminent con-
sideration ? Under his conduct, in his name, the
nations of the West went forth as one people in
countless swarms to the conquest of the world.
We cannot wonder if he wiglded an almost omni-
potent authority, when a king of England received
his kingdom from him as a fief; when a king of
Aragon transferred his to the Apostle Peter; when
Naples was actually given over by the pope to a
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foreign house. Wonderful physiognomy of those
times, which no one has yet placed before us in all
its completeness and truth !

It is the strangest combination of internal strife
and of brilliant external success, of independence
and obedience, of spiritual and temporal things.
What contrarieties in the character of Piety her-
self! One while she retreats into the rugged moun-
tain, or into the lonely forest, that she may devote
all her days to the holy and peaceful contemplation
of the divine glory. Waiting for death, she denies
herself every enjoyment that life offers. When she
abides among men, with what ardour does she strive
to give utterance to the ideas in which she lives and
moves, to clothe with life and form the mysteries
which dimly float before her eyes! But in a mo-
ment we turn and behold her with altered mien ;
her who invented the inquisition, who exercised
the terrible judgement of the sword upon those of
another faith, who prompted the leader of the
expedition against the Albigenses, when he said,
‘“ We have spared neither age, nor sex, nor rank ;
we have smitten every one with the edge of the
sword.” '

Sometimes she appeared under both aspects at
the same moment.

At the sight of Jerusalem the crusaders alighted
from their horses, and uncovered their feet, that
they might approach the sacred walls like true pil-
grims ; in the hottest of the battle they thought
they received the visible aid of saints and angels.
Hardly had they scaled the walls, when they rushed
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forth to plunder and carnage ; on the site of Solo-
mon’s Temple they slaughtered thousands of Sara-
cens; they burned the Jews in their synagogues ;
they sprinkled with blood the holy threshold on
which they came to kneel in adoration. A contra-
diction which completed the picture of the religious
spirit of that age and of those nations.

§4 CONTRASTS BETWEEN THE FOURTEENTH AND
FIFTEENTH CENTURIES.

There are periods in the history of the world
which excite in us a pecaliar and anxious curiosity
to search into the plans of the divine government,
to investigate the phases of the education of the
human race. '

However defective be the civilization we have de-
lineated, it was necessary to the complete natu-
ralization of Christianity in the west. It was no
light thing to subdue the haughty spirits of the
north, the nations under the dominion of ancestral
superstitions, to the ideas of Christianity. It was
necessary that the religious element should pre-
dominate for a time, in order that it might gain
fast hold on the German mind. By this, at the
same time, was effected the intimate blending of the
Roman and Germanic elements. There is a com-
munity among the nations of modern times which
has always been regarded as the main basis of the
general civilization ; a community in church and
state, in manners, customs, and literature. In order

VOL. I. P
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to produce this, it was necessary that the western
nations should, for a time, form, as it were, a single
state, temporal and spiritual.

But this too was only one stage in the great pro-
gress of things. As soon as the change was ac-
complished, new consequences appeared.

The commencement of a new epoch was an-
nounced by the simultaneous and almost universal
rise of national languages. With slow but un-
broken course they forced their way into all the

- various branches of intellectual activity ; the pecu-
liar idiom of the church receded before them step
by step. Universality gave place to a new and
nobler kind of individuality. Hitherto the eccle-
siastical ‘element had overpowered all national pe-
culiarities. Under a new character and aspect, but
once more distinct; they now entered upon a new
career.

It seems as though all human designs and actions
were subject to the silent and often imperceptible,
"but mighty and resistless march of events. The.
previous state of the world had been favourable to
the papal domination ; that of the moment we are
- considering was directly hostile to it. The nations
no longer stood in their former need of the impulse
given by the ecclesiastical power; they arose in
opposition to it. They felt their own capacity for
independence.

It is worth while to recall to our recollection
the more important events in which this tenden(.y

manifested itself.
It was, as is well known, the French who made
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the first decisive stand against the pretensions of
the popes. The nation unanimously resisted the
bulls of excommunication issued by Boniface VIII.
In several hundred acts of adhesion, all the popu-
lar authorities expressed their assent to the mea-
sures of Philip the Fair.

The Germans followed. When the popes attacked
the empire with their old animosity, although it
had lost much of its former importance, the electors,
determined to secure it from foreign influence, as-
sembled on the banks of the Rhine, in the field
of Rense, to deliberate in their chairs of stone on
some common measure for the maintenance ‘‘of the
honour and dignity of the empire.”

Their purpose was to establish its independence
against all aggressions of the popes, by a solemn
resolution. Shortly after, this was simultaneously
proclaimed, with all due forms, by the whole body
of potentates ; emperor, princes and electors. They
made a common stand against the principles of
.papal policy*.

Nor did England long remain behind. Nowhere
had the popes enjoyed greater influence, nor dis-
posed more arbitrarily of benefices; till at length,
when Edward IlI. would no longer pay the tribute
which his predecessors had engaged to pay, his
parliament united with him and promised to sup-
port him in his resistance. The king took mea-
sures to prewent any further encroachments of the
papal power.

* Licet juris utriusque. Ohlenschliger: Staatsgeschichte des

rom. Kaiserthums in der ersten Hilfte des 14ten Jahrhunderts,
No. 63.
D2
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We see one nation after another awaken to a
consciousness of its own independence and unity.

The civil power will no longer acknowledge any
higher authority. The popes no longer find allies
in the middle classes; their interference is reso-
lutely repelled by princes and legislative bodies.

It happened at the same time that the papacy
itself fell into a weaknress and confusion, which en-
abled the civil power, hitherto only acting on the
defensive, to retaliate aggressions.

Schism broke out. We must mark its conse-
quences. For a long time it rested with princes to
attach themselves, according to their political con-
venience, to this or that pope: the spiritual power
found within itself no means of putting an end to
the division; the secular power alone could do
this. When a council assembled for this purpose
in Constance the members no longer voted, as for-
merly, by individuals, but by the four nations. Each
nation was allowed to hold preliminary meetings
to deliberate on the vote it was to give. They
deposed a pope by common consent: the newly
elected pontiff was compelled to sign with them,
severally, concordats, which were, at least by the
precedent they afforded, very important. During
the council of Basle and the new schism, some
states remained neutral ; and this second division
in the church could only be healed by the im-
mediate intervention of the princes*. Nothing
could possibly have a stronger tendency to increase

* Declaration of Pope Felix in Georgius, Vita Nicolai V.
p- 65. '
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the preponderance of the secular power, and the
independence of individual states.

And now the pope was once more the object of
the highest reverence and of universal obedience.
The emperor still continued to lead his palfrey.
There were bishops, not only in Hungary but in
Germany, who subscribed themselves, ¢ by the
grace of the apostolic see*”. In the north the
Peter’s penny was regularly levied. At the jubilee
of the year 1450, countless pilgrims from all lands
sought the steps of the apostles. An eye witness
describes them as coming like swarms of bees or
flights of migratory birds.

Yet, spite of all these appearances, the old re-
lations no longer existed. In proof of this we
need only call to mind the fervent zeal which
characterized the early crusades, and compare it
with the lukewarmness with which, in the fif.
teenth century, every exhortation to a general
combined resistance to the Turks was received.
How much more urgent was it to defend their
own borders against a danger which was immi-
nent on every side, than to know that the holy
sepulchre was in Christian hands! ZAEneas Sylvius
in the diet, and the Minorite Capistrano in the
market-places of cities, used all their eloquence,
and we are told much of the impression they made ;
but we do not find that anybody took up arms in
consequence. What efforts were made by the
popes! One fitted out a fleet; another, Pius II.

* Constance, Schwerin, Fiinfkirchen. Schrickh, Kirchenge-
schichte, vol. xxxiii. p. 60.



38 CONTRASTS BETWEEN THE [BOOK 1.

(the same Aneas Sylvius) repaired, feeble and sick
as he was, to the port where the princes most im-
mediately menaced by the Turks—if no others—
were to meet. He insisted on being there, ¢ that
he might, like Moses, raise his hands to God du-
ring the battle, as he alone had authority to do.”
But neither exhortations, nor prayers, nor exam-
ples could move his contemporaries. The youthful
ardour of chivalrous Christianity was extinct; it
was not in the power of any pope to rekindle it.

Other interests agitated the world. It was the
period at which the kingdoms of Europe acquired
compactness and solidity. The central power suc-
ceeded in subduing the factions which had threat-
ened the security of the throne, and in uniting all
classes of its subjects in fresh bonds of obedience.
The papacy, which aspired to govern all and to in-
terfere with all, soon came also to be regarded in
a political point of view. The pretensions of the
kings were infinitely higher than they had been
at any preceding period. It is common to re-
present the papal authority as nearly unlimited
up to the time of the reformation ; but the fact is,
that the civil governments had possessed themselves
of no small share of ecclesiastical rights and privi-
leges as early as the beginning of the sixteenth, or
even the latter part of the fifteenth century.

How greatly did the pragmatic sanction, which
for above half a century was regarded in France as
the palladium of the kingdom, abridge the exercise
of the papal prerogative! It is true that Louis XI.
was hurried by that spurious devotion to which he
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was the more addicted from his total want of true
religion, into concessions on this point; but his
successors returned without scruple to their ancient
law. 'When, therefore, Francis I. concluded his
concordat with Leo X., it was maintained that the
court of Rome had regained its old ascendency by
that measure. And it is true that the pope reco-
vered the annates ; but he was obliged to relinquish
many other sources of revenue, and above all, he
ceded to the king the right of nomination to the
bishoprics and other higher benefices. It is un-
deniable that the Gallican church lost its rights;
but far less to the pope than to the king. The
principle for which Gregory VII. had set the world
in motion, Leo X. abandoned with little difficulty.

Things could not come to this pass in Germany.
The Basle decrees, on which, in France, the prag-
matic sanction had been formed*, in Germany,
where they had also been received, were extremely
modified by the Vienna concordat. But even this
modification was not obtained without sacrifices on
the part of the holy see. In Germany it was not
enough to come to an understanding with the head
of the empire ; it was also necessary to gain over

* We perceive the connexion from the following words of
/Eneas Sylvius: “ Propter decreta Basiliensis concilii inter sedem
apostolicam et nationem vestram dissidium ccepit, cum vos illa
prorsus tenenda diceretis, apostolica vero sedes omnia rejiceret.
Itaque fuit denique compositio facta—per quam aliqua ex decre-
tis concilii predicti recepta videntur, aliqua rejecta. An. Sylvii
Epistola ad Martinum Maierum contra murmur gravaminis Ger-
manicz nationis, 1457.” In Miiller’s Reichstagstheatrum unter
" Friedrich III. Vorst. iii. p. 604.
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the several states. The archbishops of Mayence
and Treves acquired the right of nomination to the
vacant benefices, even during the months reserved
for the pope; the elector of Brandenburg, the pri-
vilege of disposing of the three bishoprics in his
dominions ; even less considerable states, such as
Strasburg, Salzburg, and Metz, obtained conces-
sions*. Yet even these failed to allay the uni-
versal spirit of opposition. In the year 1487 the
whole empire successfully resisted a tithe which
the pope tried to imposet. In the year 1500 the
imperial government granted to the pope’s legate
only a third of the product of the preachings
or indulgences; the other two thirds it took and
appropriated to the Turkish war.

England, without any new concordat, without
pragmatic sanction, far outwent the concessions of
Constance. Henry VII. possessed the undisputed
right of nominating candidates to the episcopal
sees. He was not satisfied with bestowing all cle-
rical promotions, he also appropriated to himself
the half of the annates. When, in the early part
of the reign of Henry VIII., Wolsey obtained the
dignity of legate in addition to his other offices, the
temporal and spiritual powers were, to a certain ex-
tent, united in his person; and before protestantism
was thought of by the English people, the property
of many monasteries had been violently confiscated.

Meanwhile the nations and kingdoms of the

* Schrockh’s Kirchengeschichte, vol. xxxii. p. 173. Eichhorn
Staats- und Rechts-geschichte, vol. iii. § 472. n. c.
+ Miiller’s Reichstheatrum, Vorst. vi. p. 130.
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south were not behindhand. The kings of Spain
had also the right of nomination to the bishops’
sees. The crown to which the Grand-masterships
of the religious orders were ‘united, which had
established and still directed the Inquisition, en-
joyed a number of spiritual attributes and privi-
leges. Ferdinand the Catholic not unfrequently
opposed the papal functionaries. The Portuguese
ecclesiastical orders of knighthood of St. Iago, Avis
and the order of Christ, on which the property
of the Templars had devolved, were, no less than
the Spanish, under the patronage of the crown*.
King Emanuel demanded of Leo X., not only the
third part of the Cruciata, but also the tenth of the
ecclesiastical property, with the express right to
distribute it according to his good pleasure, and to
his opinion of the merits of the claimants.

In short, throughout all Christendom, in the
south as well as in the north, a general struggle
was made to curtail the rights of the pope. It was
more especially to a share of the ecclesiastical re-
venues and the nomination to ecclesiastical bene-
fices and offices, that the several governments laid
claim. The popes made no serious resistance.
They tried to preserve all they could; on other
points they gave way. Lorenzo de’ Medici, speak-
ing of Ferdinand king of Naples, and of a dispute
which he had with the see of Rome, says, ‘“ He will

* Instruttione piena delle cose di Portogallo al Coadjutor di
Bergamo : nuntio destinato in Portogallo. MS. of the Informa-
tioni politiche in the Royal Library at Berlin, tom. xii. Leo X.

granted this patronage of the ecclesiastical orders : contentan-
dosi il re di pagare grandissima compositione di detto patronato.
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make no difficulty about promising ; as to the ful-
filment of his promises, he will experience the
indulgence at last which all popes have had for
all kings*.” TFor this spirit of opposition had
found its way even into Italy. We are informed
by Lorenzo de’ Medici, that in this he followed the
example of greater potentates; he obeyed the
pope’s commands just so far as he had a mind, and
no furtherf.

It were an error to see in these facts only mani-
festations of a contemporaneous caprice and wilful-
ness. The ecclesiastical spirit had ceased to per-
vade and direct the whole existence of the nations
of Europe, as it had done in earlier times.

The development of national character and na-
tional institutions, the progress of civilization, now
exercised a mighty and conspicuous influence.
The relation between the spiritual and temporal
powers necessarily underwent a complete revolu-
tion ; nor was the change in the popes themselves
less remarkable.

* Lorenzo to Johannes de Lanfredinis. Fabroni Vita Laurentii
Medici, ii. p. 362.

+ Antonius Gallus de rebus Genuensibus: Muratori Scriptt.
R. It. xxiii. p. 281. says of Lorenzo: *Regum majorumque prin-
cipum contumacem licentiam adversus Romanam ecclesiam seque-
batur de juribus pontificis, nisi quod ei videretur nihil permittens.”
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CHAPTER IIL

THE CHURCH AND THE ECCLESIASTICAL STATES
IN THE BEGINNING OF THE SIXTEENTH CEN.-
TURY.

§ 1. EXTENSION OF THE STATES OF THE CHURCH.

WHATEVER may be the opinion we form of the.-
popes of the earlier ages of the church, we must
admit that they had always great interests in view :
the guardianship of an oppressed religion, the con-
flict with paganism, the diffusion of Christianity
over the nations of the North, the foundation of
an independent hierarchical power. The ability to
conceive, to will and to accomplish some great
object, is among the qualities which confer the
greatest dignity on man ; and this it was that sus-
tained the popes in their lofty course. But these
tendencies had passed away with the times to which
they belonged. Schism was at an end; the at-
tempt to stir men to a general rising against the
Turks was evidently hopeless. It followed that
the head of the church pursued the interests of his
temporal sovereignty with greater ardour and
pertinacity than heretofore, and devoted all his
activity to their advancement.

For some time things had strongly tended this
way. *‘ Formerly,” said an orator in the council
of Basle, ‘‘ I was of opinion that it would be well
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to separate the temporal entirely from the spiritual
power; but I have learned that virtue without
force is ludicrous—that the pope of Rome, without
the hereditary possessions of the Church, is only
the servant of kings and princes.” This orator,
who had sufficient influence in the council to deter-
mine the election of pope Felix, does not think it
so much amiss that a pope should have sons to
take his part against tyrants*.

This matter was, at a later period, viewed in a
different light in Italy. It was thought in the re-
gular order of things that a pope should promote
and provide for his family ; people would have de-
spised one who did not. ¢ Others,” writes Lorenzo
de’ Medici to Innocent VIII., ¢ have not so long
deferred their endeavour to be popes, and have
troubled themselves little about the decorum and
modesty which your holiness has for so long a time
observed. Your holiness is now not only excused
in the sight of God and man, but men may perhaps
even censure this reserved demeanour, and ascribe
it to other motives. My zeal and duty render it a
matter of conscience with me to remind your holi-
ness that no man is immortal ; that a pope is of
the importance which he chooses to give himself ;
he cannot make his dignity hereditary; the honours
and the benefits he confers on those belonging to
him are all that he can call his ownt.” Such

* Extract from this discourse in Schrockh, vol. xxxii. p. 90.

+ A letter by Lorenzo, without date, but probably of the year
1489, since the fifth year of Innocent VIII. is mentioned in it.
Fabroni Vita Laurentii, ii. 390.
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was the advice of him who was regarded as the
wisest man in Italy. It is true, he had an interest
in the matter, for his daughter was married to a
son of the pope. But he would never have ven-
tured to express himself so unreservedly, had not
these views been notoriously prevalent among the
higher classes.

Two facts here engage our attention, between
which there exists a profound but not obvious con-
nexion ; the governments of Europe were stripping
the pope of a portion of his privileges, while at the
same time the latter began to occupy himself ex-
clusively with worldly concerns. He felt himself,
above all, an Italian prince. It was not long since
the Florentines had defeated their neighbours, and
the Medici had established their power over both.
The power of the Sforzas in Milan, of the house of
Aragon in Naples, of the Venetians in Lombardy
had all been acquired and established within the
memory of man. Might not the pope reasonably
hope to found, in the domains which were regarded
as the hereditary property of the Church, but
which were actually governed by a number of in-
dependent rulers, a still mightier personal domina-
tion ?

The first who with deliberate purpose and per-
manent effect acted upon this idea was Sixtus IV,
Alexander VI. pursued it with the utmost vigour
and with singular success. Julius II. gave it an
unexpected turn, which it retained.

Sixtus IV. (1471-1484) conceived the plan of
founding a principality for his nephew Girolamo
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Riario in therich and beautiful plains of Romagna.
The other powers of Italy were already contending
for possession, or for ascendency, in these territo-
ries, and, if there was any question of right, the pope
had manifestly a better right than any other. But
he was not nearly their equal in force, or in the
resources of war. He was restrained by no scruple
from rendering his spiritual power (elevated by its
nature and purpose above all earthly interests)
subservient to his worldly views, or from debasing
it by a mixture with those temporary intrigues in
which his ambition had involved him. The Me-
dici being peculiarly in his way, he took part in the
Florentine troubles ; and, as is notorious, brought
upon himself the suspicion of being privy to the
conspiracy of the Pazzi, and to the assassination
which they perpetrated on the steps of the altar
of the cathedral ; the suspicion that he, the
father of the faithful, was an accomplice of such
acts!

‘When the Venetians ceased to favour the schemes
of his nephew, as they had done for a considerable
time, the pope was not satisfied with deserting
them in a war into which he himself had driven
them ; he went so far as to excommunicate them
for persisting in it*. He acted with no less

* In 1829, the Commentarii di Marino Sanuto on the Ferra-
rese war were printed at Venice; p. 56, he touches on the de-
fection of the pope. He refers to the speech of the Venetian
ambassador. ‘ Tutti vedranno, aver noi comminciato questa
guerra di volontd del Papa; egli perd si mosse a rompere la

lega.”
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violence in Rome: he persecuted the opponents
of Riario, the Colonnas, with savage ferocity: he
seized Marino from them ; he caused the protho-
notary Colonna to be attacked, arrested and exe-
cated in his own house. The mother of Colonna
came to San Celso in Banchi, where the body lay-—
she lifted the severed head by the hair and cried,
‘“ Behold the head of my son! Such is the faith
of the pope. He promised that if we would give
up Marino to him, he would set my son at liberty ;
he has Marino : and my son is in our hands—but
dead! Behold, thus does the pope keep his
word* 1” :

So much was necessary to enable Sixtus IV. to
obtain the victory over his enemies, at home and
abroad. He succeeded in making his nephew lord
of Imola and Forli ; but it is certain that if his tem-
poral dignity was much augmented, his spiritual
suffered infinitely more. An attempt was made to
assemble a council against him.
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