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TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE
ROBERT, EARL OF RODEN,
BARON CLANBRASSIL, K. P.

&c. &c. &e.

My Lorbp, L
IN contemplating the publication of this volume,
I was anxious that it should go forth to the world
under the auspices of some illustrious individual,
well known for his love to evangelical truth, and
his zeal in the cause of Protestantism.

With these views, I was induced to seek your
Lordship’s patronage, and now avail myself of
the permission so readily and condescendingly
granted.

Your Lordship is fully acquainted with the the«
ological errors and pernicious tendencies of Popery,
and its effects in the sister country. In striving
to counteract the influence of that baneful system
on the minds and morals of the people, your Lord-
ship’s talents and energies have been most usefully
employed ; especially (may I be allowed to say,)
in the dissemination of the pure word of God, and
the scriptural education of the poor.

The favourite sentiment of our great naval hero
is frequently brought to your Lordship’s recollec.



v DEDICATION.

tion. IRELAND, too, ‘expects every man to do
his duty.”” Nor can he be worthy the name of a
patriot who does not exert his best efforts for the
diffusion of the principles of Protestantism ; since
the religion of the Bible, understood and practised»
and ¢ the Bible only is the religion of (Protest-
ants,”’) is the best pledge of peace and good order,
and the surest source of a nation’s prosperity.

May your Lordship long be spared to enjoy the
high privilege and refined bliss of Christian exer-
tion, and to support, by your patronage, your ex-
ample, and your benevolent aid, those institutions
which are the glory of the present age, and the true
bulwarks of the land ?

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s much obliged
and obedient servant,
Jou~n MockgETT CrAMP.
May 20, 1831.
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PREFACE.

——

Mr. BuTLER maintains, in his “Book of the Roman
Catholic Church,” that, “in every religious controversy
between Protestants and Roman Catholics, the follow-
ing rule should be rigidly observed:—*That no doc
trine should be ascribed to the Roman Catholics as a
body, except such as is an article of their faith."

Protestants have no objections to meet their oppo- -
nents on their own terms. The articles of faith of the
Roman Catholic church are to be found in its accre-
dited creeds, catechisms, formularies, and decrees. These
received the finishing touch at the council of Trent.
The doctrinal decisions of that assembly are held sacred
by every Roman Catholic, in every country.

In compiling this small volume, the author has aimed
to delineate the theological system of the Romish church,
as definitively and authoritatively settled at Trent, and
exhibited in the decrees of the council, its catechism,
and the creed of Pope Pius IV. He has also endea-
voured to render the work interesting to general read-
ers by interweaving historical sketches, illustrative of
the spirit and tendency of the sentiments maintained
by Roman Catholics. The whole is intended to pre-
sent a picture of Popery as it is, fairly and faithfully
drawn.

J.M C,

St. Peter's, Isle of Thanet, May 20, 1831,
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TEXT-BOOK OF POPERY.
R

CHAPTER L
INTRODUCTORY SKETCH.

State of Religion and Morals in Europe at the Commencement of
the Sixteenth Century—Rise of the Reformation—Luther’s Ap-
al 10 a Council—His Condemnation by Leo X.—Diet of
orms—Adrian VI. and the Diet of Nuremburg—The Hundred
Grievances—Clement VII.—Diet of Augsburg—Expectation of

8 Council—Peace of Nuremburg—Paul IIl.—A Council sum-

moned—{ts Postponement— Commission of Cardinals to u:g:x:‘e
into Abuses—Their Report—Convocation of a Council at Trent
~Its Suspension—Diet of Spire—Re-assembly of the Council
at Trent.

Tur state of religion and morals in Europe, at the
commencement of the sixteenth century, was truly
deplorable. Inthe general depravation of manners that
frevailed, the ecclesiastics, even of the highest order,
argely participated. The murmurs and complaints of
all Christendom, frequently.and unequivocally express-
ed, verify this fact beyond the possibility of contradic-
tion. It is also confirmed by the reluctant admissions
of the parties themselves. :
History bears ample testimony to the truth of these
remarks. The writers of the period above-mentioned
agree in confessing that gross immorality and cruel op«
pression distinguished the priesthood, and justly ex«
posed it to the contempt and hatred of the community.
A volume might be compiled from the statements of
unexceptionable witnesses, who possessed personal
knowledge of the facts which they relate. From such
sources we learn the following facts:—that the forced
celibacy of the priests produced among them unbridled
and shameless licentiousness, concubinage being gene-
rally practised ; that they had contrived to obtain pos-
2
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gession of so much wealth, that in Germany more than
one half of the national property was in their hands;
that by their fees and exactions, often wrung from the
people by vile imposture, they impoverished every
Christian country, while they refused to share the bur-
den of taxation; that they claimed exemption from the
jurisdiction of the laity, and could therefore commit
crime with comparative impunity, in which they were
further indulged by the easy terms on which pardon or
dispensation could be procured at Rome; that the ve-
nality of the pontifical court was so notorious that the
sale of offices was open and public; that the detestable
traffic in indulgences gave rise to the most seandalous
impositions, and legalised every species of avarice and
fraud; that by reservations, appeals, expectative graces,
annates, &c. the Popes had subdued to their will the
whole hierarchy, leaving to the bishops little more than
the shadow of power, and exalting above them the mo-
nastic orders, their sworn and faithful vassals; and that
those same pontiffs, so far from being examples of virtue
and religion, were generally destitute of both, and too
frequently patterns of the most horrible vices.?

It must not be forgotten, that with these abuses were
connected the most awful corruptions in doctrine and
worship. Human merit was substituted for justification
by faith. Fastings, penances, idle ceremonies, and
the opus operatum of the sacraments, were instead of
sanctification by the influences of the Holy Spirit. The

1 Consnit every part of the Work entitled, Fasciculus Rerum Ex-
petendarum et Fugiendarum, “& collection of things to be desired
and of those to be avoided:” *“a Bull of the Devil, in which the fa-
ther admonishes kis Pope, and instructs him in what manner he mhf
to conduct himself in governing the Roman church and the
world"’-—a rare tract, without name, date, or place, but evidently the
production of the early part of the sixteenth century: ¢ Antilogi
Pape, Reply of the Pope :” concerning the corrupt condition of the
Church and the perverseness of the whole Romish clergy, &c.
Basilee, 1555. Referring to this period, Bellarmine says, * There
was no restraint in morals, no acqnaintance with sacred literature,
no respect paid to holy things, in a word, hardly any Religion.”
Opera, tom. vi. col. 296. Edit. Colon. 1617, quoted by Gerdesius,
in his ¢ Historia Evang. Renovati,” tom. i. p. 25. Edit. Groninges,
1744. The English reader may consult Bower’s Lives of the Popes,
Mosheim'’s Eccl. Hist. Cent. 16. sect. 1. chap. 1. and Robertson’s
Charles V. book 2,

-
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Virgin Mary and the saints had in great measure sup-
planted Jesus Christ, and robbed him of his honours.
The Scriptures were studiously withheld from the people,
and little studied by the priests, many of whom were, in
fact, totally ignorant of the word of God. Worship was
performed in Latin, which scarcely any understood.
Incense perfumed the air; gold, and jewels, and mag-
nificent pageantry, dazzled the eyes; melodious sounds
of music fell upon the ear; but the mind was unen-
lightened, and theheart unimpressed. Faith had to do
with little else than the “lying wonders” by which a
system of impudent trickery was upheld; hope rested
on the intercession of saints, the power of priestly abso-
lution, and the efficacy of prayers for the dead ; charity
was reserved for those, and those only, who bowed the
knee before the “man of sin.”

For a century past, all Europe had felt the necessity
of reformation; and groaned with impatience under the
galling yoke. Several attempts at improvement had
been made. The Councils of Constance? and Basle3
boldly asserted their superiority to the Pope, and avowed
their intention to effect a reform “in the head and
members,” asit used then to be expressed. But means
were always found by successive pontiffs to evade the
just demands of an indignant people. Corruptions and
abuses were defended with such tenacity, and the in-
triguoe of the Romish Court were so successfully em-
ployed, that remonstrances, memorials, the requests of
princes, the decrees of councils, and even the general
voice of the church, were unavailing.

In the ye.r 1517, Luther commenced that series of
attacks on the papacy which issued in the great event
usually denominated “The Reformation.” At first,
indeed, he thought of nothing less. He was a good
subject of Leo X., and would have submitted to his
decrees, even after his public cpposition to Tetzel, had
the pontiff promptly interfered to check his progress, or
adopted mild and conciliatory measures.¢ His mind

2 A. D. 1414. ’ 3A.D. 1431

4 See his Letter to the Pope, 'The concluding words are truly re-
markable: ¢ Wherefore, most holy father, I cast myself at the feet ¢
thy holiness, and offer up there all that I am, all that I posse
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was solely engaged with the doctrine and abuse of in-
dulgences, and against them all his efforts were directed.
Had the Pope yielded to his remonstrances, and either
suppressed or modified that nefarious traffic, it is pro-
bable that the world would have heard no more of the
troublesome monk of Wittemburg. But, by the good
providence of God, the “spirit of slumber” fell upon
Leo; he let Luther alone till it was too late to think of
. crushing him, and when he did interfere, he employed
means which rather tended to further, than to stop the
dreaded reform.

Maximilian I. was then Emperor of Germany; a man
of small talent, but firm in his attachment to popery,
and fearful of all innovation. He persuaded Leo to -
cite'Luther to Rome; but by the interference of Frede-
ric, Elector of Saxony, the cause was committed to
Cajetan, the papal legate, who had come into Germany
to attend a diet of the empire at Augsburg. With
him the reformer had three conferences; it is not sur-
prising that they were ‘entirely unsatisfactory. Un-
shaken in his opinions, Luther was prevailed on by his
friends to leave Augsburg, but not till he had appealed
from the Pope, ill informed as he then was, to the same
Pope when he should better understand his cause.—
Shortly afterwards, understanding that the legate had
written to Frederic, soliciting him to withdraw his pro-
tection, and suffer him to be given up to the Pope, and
hearing also that he had been already cundemned at
Rome, he appealed to a general council.s

In this appeal Luther was doubtless influenced by the
prevailing opinion respecting such assemblies. Coun-
cils had been long held in the highest veneration, and .
the universal church submitted to their decisions. Many
causes, probably, conduced to this veneration; such as
the reputation and official dignity of the ecclesiastics
who were convened on those occasions, their number,
and the presumed infallibility of their decrees, secured
by the presence and aid of the Holy Spirit himself]

Give me life or death, call, recall, approve or _&pmo as it IIII’
%Iease ee, I wnll acknowledge thy commands—the commands of
hmtruhng and speaking in thee, &c. Le Plat, ii. 1—4. Milaer,

5l4el’|ﬂt,u p- 37—42,



INTRODUCTORY SRETCH. 17

Experience, it is true, was little in their favour; for it
was notorious that they were managed by imperial or
papal influence, that contention and discord commonly
marked their proceedings, and that the decisions of one
age were not unfrequently reversed in the next. Not-
withstanding, when dissensions arose, or supposed here-
sies appeared, men regarded a council as their dernier
resort, the panacea for all their woes, the forlorn hope of
the church.®

Leo, engroszed by his pleasures, suffered the year 1519
to pass away without any vigorous endeavours to revive
the declining interests of the popedom. Meanwhile,
the reformation continued to proceed; Zuinglius was
labouring in Switzerland, and Luther daily discovered
fresh evidence of the errors and abominations of the
papal system, and failed not to announce to the world
the results of his inquiries, with his characteristic ardour
and ingenuousness.” At length, June 15, 1520, after
some warm discussions in the consistory, a bull was
iesued, condemning forty-one propositions drawn from
the writings of Luther, as heretical, scandalous, and
false; ordering all his books to be burned; enjoining
him and his followers to renounce their errors within a
limited time; and threatening, in case of obstinacy,
the severest censures and punishments.® But so little
effect was produced, and so completely was a large
portion of Germany estranged from the Roman See,
that Luther ventured to burn the bull, together with the
famed decretals of the canon law, in the presence of an
jmmense concourse of people, without the walls of Wit-
temberg:® at the same time he again appealed to a
general council. So bold a measure could not fail to
draw upon him the vengeance of Rome; accordingly,

6 Grier’s  Epitome of the General Councils of the Church” isa
useful book for general readers. o
7 Seckendorf’s incomparable volame (* Historia Lutheranismi,")
oomprises every thing important relative to Luther. The best ac-
count of the Reformer’s religious sentiments, and the gradual pro.
ss of his convictions, in our own uage, is contained in the
two volumes of Milner’s History, and the first of Scott’s ““ Con-
tinuation” of that work.
8 Le Plat, ii. 60—72. B
9 Dec. 10,1520. Le Plat, ii. 52—79.
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another bull wasissued, denouncing all the penalties of
the greater excommunication on Luther and his adhe-
rents, and giving them up to the secular power as in-
corrigible heretics.?®

Maximilian I. died Jan. 18, 1519, and was succeeded
by Charles V., then in the twentieth year of his age.
The new emperor soon perceived that the affairs of Ger-
many required prompt gttention. He summoned a
diet of the empire, which met at Worms in April,
1521. The Pope saw the importance of this assembly,
and appointed two nuncios, Martin Carracioli and Je-
rome Aleander, to attend it. Aleander was particularly
zealous in carrying into effect the denunciations of the
late bull. At Cologne, at Mentz, at Treves, and many
other cities and towns, he persuaded the civil authorities
to burn the writings of Luther; he even proceeded sa
far as to take them from private libraries for that pur-
pose.!?

Luther appeared before the diet, and manfully de.
fended his opinions. The nuncio, on the other hand,
in a speech of three hours' length, urged the princes to
act as dutiful sons of the church, by proscribing the
obstinate reformer. He prevailed: the decree of the
diet declared Luther and his adherents to be notorious
heretics; forbade any to receive, defend, or support
them; ordered them to be seized and imprisoned, and
their goods to be confiscated; and prohibited the print-
ing, vending, or reading any of Luther's books.1s ~ It is
well known that the reformer was preserved from the
effects of the edict by the opportune intervention of the
Elector of Saxony, and that in his retirement he trans-
lated the New Testament into the German language,
directed the movements of his friends, and wrote several
of his useful and valuable works. The edict of Worms
was almost wholly a dead letter; for some of the princes
and states were unable, and others disinclined to execute

10 Jan. 3, 1521, Le Plat, ii. 79—83. -

11 Pallavicini laments the frequent failare of his endeavours, as
many noblemen persisted in retaining Luther’s publications in their
libraries. Even at this oa.rl! riod they were translated into Spa-
nish, and had become a profitable article of trade to the Flemish mer~
chants. Pallav. Hist. lib. i. c. 24. 8. 1, 7.

12 Le Plat, ii. 84—97, 116—127.
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it. 1In fact, the desire for a council began at this time
pretty generally to prevail. It seemed to offer the only
means by which existing controversies could be decided,
and grievancesredressed. Civil governors hoped to set
bounds to the overgrown power of the prelates and other
ecclesiastics, and to restore the ancient discipline, which
wabs fallen into decay: the sacerdotal order wished to
prevent the Pope from usurging their rights; and the
middle ranks of the community ardently longed to be
relieved from the oppressive burdens of ecclesiastical
taxation, which well nigh swallowed up all the fruits of
their industry, and served only to administer to the
pleasures of an indolent and sensual priesthood.
Affairs were in this state when Leo X. died.'® His
successor, Adrian VI, a well-meaning, honest man,
but ill fitted for the intrigues and duplicity of the Court
of Rome, thought to quell the German rebellion by in-
termingling concession with severity. He avowed him-
self favourable to reform ; instituted inquiry into alleged
abuses; endeavoured, though ineffectually, to introdace
some salutary emendations ; and despatched Cheregate,
his nuncio, to attend a diet of the empire at Nuremburg,
in November, 1522.1¢ The nuncio met the assembled
princes, and addressed them at great length. He re-
proached them for their remissness, in suffering the edict
of Worms to be neglected, and strongly-urged them to
adopt prompt and decisive measures for the punishment
of the heretics—as Dathan and Abiram, Ananias and
Sapphira, were smitten of God for their disobedience—
as the Christian emperors of Rome had in after-ages put
to death obstinate schismatics—and as John Huss and
Jerome of Prague, who seemed to live again in Luther,
were punished by the Councils of Constance and Basle,
Hecould but confess that thegeneral complaints against
corruptions and abuses were not wholly without founda-
tion : the pontiff, he said, saw and lamented them, and
was fully resolved onreform: but the evils were of such
a kind as required much time for their removal, and
none ought to be surprised that the progress of reforma-
tion was slow?s In reply, the diet informed the nun-

13 Dec. 2, 1521. 4 Le Plat, ii. 140—149.
15 Similar statements were given in a letterto the diet, delivered
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cio, that in their opinion the best remedy for existing'
evils would be the convocation of a free general council
in Germany, within a year. Their proceedings were
afterwards published, and a long memorial was sub-
joined, entitled “ Centum Gravamina”—the hundred
grievances. It contained an ample exposition of the
grievances suffered from the tyranny and rapaciousness
of the priesthood, and the gorrupt state of the Court of
Rome, couched in strong, firm, but respectful language.
In the conclusion the Pope was assured, that unless
immediate and effective attention was paid to these
complaints, they would be compelled, however reluct-
antly, to take the business of reform into their own
hands, for that the people neither would nor could en-
dure such oppressions and abuses any longer.16
Adrian’s public career was short and disturbed: he
died Sept. 14, 1523.17 Roman Catholic writers speak
highly of his personal excellences, but depreciate his
official character, and for obvious reasons. Clement
VII his successor, was every way fitted for his office,
as the prevailing maxims at Rome required it to be ad-
ministered, A profound dissembler—a practised poli-
tician—subtle—cautious—evasive—he was admirably
qualified for that management which the Popedom
needed. He seemed to have an instinctive horror of a
council, and the history of his pontificate records little
more than repeated attempts on the part of the German
States to procure one, and his successful oppesition to
their wishes. Diets of the Empire were held nearly
every year, and they scarcely ever closed without a
strong expression of anxiety for the assembling of a
council, which the continued progress of the reformers
rendered increasingly necessary. The Emperor, too,
became very desirous for the adjustment of the religious

by the nnnegg. Adr‘i'an pror:i';ed ;eforrdn, but said that it must be
“ pedetentim”’ —step by step—by slow degrees. “ Step by step,
indeed,” said Luther, who published the letter, with notesl:)f h{s owg,
‘“‘lie means that between each step there shall be an interval of cen-
turies.” Sleidan, lib. iv. p. 54. edit..1559.

16 Le Plat, ii. 160—207.

17 His epitaph is a striking lesson to the ambitious: * Hadrianus
Papa V1. hic situs est, qui, nihil sibi infelicius in vit duxit, quam

gpod imperaret.” Onuphrius Panvin. in Adrian.
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differences that agitated Germany, but could obtain no-
thing from the pontiff except a promise to employ all
the machinery of spiritual terror, if he on his part would
unsheath the sword, and save himself the trouble of
convincing heretics by destroying them. During all
this time Luther and his coadjutors were diffusing their
opinions with remarkable success, and evangelical reli-
gion daily gained new triumphs, in Sweden, Denmark,
Great Britain, France, the Netherlands, and even in
Italy and Spain.’® At a diet held at Spire in 1529,
the reformers acquired the name of “ Protestants,” from
their protesting against an iniquitous decree which
declared unlawful all changes in doctrine or worship,
which should be introduced previous to the decision of
a general council.?®

The Emperor left no means untried to restore the
Protestants to the church of Rome. At the diet of
Augsburg, in 1530, they presented their confession of
faith, written by the elegant pen of Melancthon. It
was read in the presence of the Emperor and the assem-
bled princes. The Roman Catholic divines replied to
it: conferences were held; but it was now evident that
a re-union of the parties was no longer to be expected,
as the points of difference were held by each to be of
vitalinterest. Charles was enraged at theresult. “In
compliance with his opinions and remonstrances, the
diet issued a decree, condemning most of the peculiar
tenets held by the protestants; forbidding any person
to protect or tolerate such as taught them, enjoining a
strict observance of the established rites; and prohibit-
ing any further innovation under severe penalties. All

18See Dr. M'Crie’s two interesting volumes, containing the his-
tory ‘::l the progress and suppression of the Reformation in Spain
and Italy.

19 LeyPkt, ii. 301-—321. The princes who entered this protest
were John, Elector of Saxony, George, Elector of Brandenburg,
Ernest and Francis, Dukes of Lunenburg, the Landgrave of Hesse,
and the prince of Anhalt. They were joined by thirteen imperial
towns, viz. Strasburg, Ulm, Nuremhburg, Constance, Reutlingen,
‘Windsheim, Memmingen, Nortlingen, Lindaw, Kempten, Heilbron,
‘Weissimburg, and 8t. Gall. Pallavacini remarks that by * Protest-
ants,” was meant “enemies both to the Pope and the Emperor.”
Hist. lib. ii. c. 18.5. 6. Thisisa stale calumny: see Amos vii. 103
Jobu xix, 12; Acts xvii, 7, v
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orders of men were required to assist, with their persons
and fortunes, in carrying this decree into execution;
and such as refused to obey it were declared incapable
of acting as judges or of appearing as parties in the Im-
perial Chamber, the supreme court of judicature in the
empire. To all which was subjoined a promise, that an
application should be made to the Pope, requiring him
to call a general council within six months, in order to
terminate all controversies by its sovereign decisions.”2 ¢

In pursuance of this promise, Charles corresponded
with the Pope respecting a council. Clement, as usual,
hesitated and objected. Still the emperor urged the
matter, and at length the Pope signified that he was
willing to convene the long-desired assembly, on the
following conditions ;—that the objects for which it
should be called should be, to obtain subsidies against
the Turks, restore the Lutherans to the faith, suppress
heresies, and punish the refractory, but not a word about
reformation ; that the emperor himself should be pre-
sent; that it should be holden in Italy, at Bologna,
Placentia, or Mantua; that none should have the right
of suffrage but those who had enjoyed it by prescription
already; and that the Lutherans should both desire it
and engage to obey its decrees.

It was easy to see that the Pope was insincere. Ne-
vertheless, to save appearances, he despatched letters to
the European prirces and states, informing them of his
determination, and requesting their assistance, either in
person or by their ambassadors, whenever the council
should be summoned.2? It seems that at Rome it was
seriously believed that his Holiness was in earnest, and
s0 great was the panic in consequence that the price
of public offices fell in the market to almost nothing 133

The number and power of the Protestants continued

20 Robeitson, book v. Le Plat, ii. 479—501.

21 Le Plat, ii. 501—503. On one occasion Clement had sent
the Emperor two bulls, either of which might be used by him, at his
discretion. By the one, he deprived the elector of Saxony, a Pro-
testant, of his right of suffrage in the choice ofan emperor,
he was a heretic; by the other, he granted him the right, although he
was a heretic! Pallav., lib. ili.c. 9. 8.2.

22 Vilissimum pretium, ¢ a most mean price,” says Pallavicini, to
whom we are jndebted for this curious fact.” Lib. jii. . 7. 8. 1,
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to increase, and for the present Charles was obliged to
relinquish the hope of forcing them back to popery. By
the peace of Nuremburg, established in July 1532, it
was arranged that the decree of the diet of Augsburg
should be suspended, and that all molestations on ac-
count of religion should cease till the convocation of a
general council, which the emperor once more promised
should take place within six months; but that if it did
not. another diet should be summoned, to determine on
some mode of settling the religious differences of Ger-
many.2® In the latter end of the year, the Pope and
emperor met at Bologna. The result of their conference
was that the former sent a nuncio and the latter an
ambassador to the German princes, to negotiate with
them respecting the place, mode of proceeding, &c. of
the proposed council.?4 But the wily pontiff had offered
such conditions as he well knew the Protestant princes
would not accept. In fact, Clement had resolved that
a council should not be assembled while he possessed
the power to prevent it. He succeeded: by pretexts,
excuses, and artifices, he deferred the dreaded meeting,
and kept all Europe at bay till his death, which took
place, Sept. 26, 1534.

Paul III. who succeeded Clement, professed great
zeal for the reformation of abuses, and would have it
believed that he was extremely desirous of a council.
Scarcely ever did the cardinals meet in consistory but
the Pope harangued them on the necessity of reform,
which, he said, must begin with themselves. But his
own conduct gave little hope that any efficient measures
would be adopted. Only two months after his elevation
to the pontificate he gave cardinals' hats to two lads,
one aged 14, the other 16, the sons of his own illegiti-
mate children!

Early in 1535 nuncios;were sent to all the Euro-
pean sovereigns, announcing the Pope's intention re-
specting a council, and soliciting their co-operation. Pe-
ter Paul Vergerio was selected for Germany. ¢ He was

23 Le Plat, ii. 503—510.

24 Le Plat, ii. 510—515.

25 Le Plat, ii. 519, An interesting account of an interview
between Luther and Vergerio, and of the conversion of the lat-
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instructed to confine himself to one point, viz. the place
where the council should be held ; for the Pope judged
that if the Protestants would allow him the right to
summon the meeting, and the choice of time and place,
every thing else would be easily settled. Vergerio met
the Protestant princes at Smalcald, but they refused to
accept his proposals, and declared that they would not
submit to any council unless it were free, and held in
Germany.

The bull for the convocation of the council was issued
in June 1536, and May 23, in the following year was
appointed for the meeting of the assembly; the place
was Mantua.®®¢ Nuncios were despatched to the Eu-~
ropean courts with the intelligence. Vorstius, who was
sent to the German Protestant princes, was specially
enjoined to avoid all disputations with the heretics;
such proceedings were found to be dangerous. The
princes were again assembled at Smalcald, and they
again rejected the council for the same reasons as be-
fore.2” The Pope was further mortified by the refusal of
the Duke of Mantua to receive the assembly in his city,
unless an extra garrison were sent, to be placed abso-
lutely under his control, and supported by his Floli-
ness. In consequence, the council was prorogued till
Nov. 1, and afterwards till May 1, 1638, on which day
the prelates were summoned to meet at Vicenza, a city
in the Venetian territories.2® Three legates were de-
puted to preside in the name of the Pope, the Cardinals
Campeggio, Simonetta, and Aleander. They repaired
to Vicenza at the time appointed, but not a single bishop
appeared; for the Emperor and the King of France were
at war, and travelling was unsafe. Consequently, the
council was prorogued till the following Easter, and
afterwards during the good pleasure of the Pope,2® who
it may be supposed, was heartily glad of an opportunity
to postpone to an indefinite period a meeting which the
pontiffs seemed to hold in utmost dread.

It was probably with a wish to prevent the council
entirely that Paul appointed a commission, consisting of

ter to Protestantism, is given by Mr. Scott in his Continuation of
Milner’s History, vol. i. p. 407—415, 452—457.
2% Le ﬁt, ii. 526. 71 Ibid. 675—684.
%8 Ibid. 5688—591. 29 Ibid. 630—8633.
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four cardinals and five bishops, to examine all abuses
and ascertain where reform was most needed. Their
report, which proved a most important document, by
some means got abroad, and was immediately printed
and widely circulated in Germany, where it greatly
aided the reformmtion. It presented a deplorable view
of the corruptions and vices of the Papal court.3¢

During the next three years the Roman Catholics and
Protestants were busily employed in supporting their
respective interests. Attempts were made from time to
time to reconcile the contending parties, especially as
the diets of Haguenau and Ratisbon ;3! but the breach
was too wide to behealed. The Roman Catholics, with
the emperor at their head, saw no remedy but a council.
The Protestants only desired to be let alone, and uni-
formly refused to submit to the decrees of an assembly
convened by the Pope, managed by his agents, and held
in his dominions. Butthe wishes of the more powerful
party prevailed ; at the diet of Spire, held early in 15642,
it was agreed that the council should be holden in the
city of Trent. A bull was issued, summoning the pre-
lates of Christendom to meet in that place on the first of
November.

30 Le Plat, ii. 596—605. Preservative against Popery, vol. i.
p- 79—84. “The reformation proposed in this place was indeed
extremely superficial and partial: yet it contains some particulars
which scarcely could have been expected from the pens of those
that com it. They eomslain , for instance, of the pride and
ignorance of the bishops, and proposed that, none should receive
orders but learned and pious men; and that. therefore, care should
be taken to have proper masters to imstruct the youth. They con~

demned translations one benefice to another, grants of reser-
vation, non-residence, and pluaralities. They p that some
oonvenh-honldbeabol-h«{' ; that the K of press should

be restrained and limited ; that tbe colloquies of Erasmus should be
suppressed; that no ecclesiastic should enjoy a benefice out of his
own country ; that no cardinal should bave a bishopric; that the
questors of 8t. Anthony, and several othes saints, shonld be abolish-
ed; and, which was the best of all their pro that the effects
and personal estates of ecclesiasties sho! given to the poor.
‘They concluded with complaining of the prodigious number of indi-
gent and ragged priests that frequented St. Peter’s church; and de-
clared that it was a great scandal to see the whores lodged so mag-
nificently at Rome, and riding through the streets on fine mules,
while the cardinals aud other eeclesiastics accompanied them in a
most courteous and familiar manner.”—Mosheim, cent. xvi. sect. 1.
31 A, D, 1540, 1541. Le Platéiiz. 1—127.
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Three legates were appointed to preside in the coun-
cil, in the name of the Pope, cardinals Parasi, Moron,
and Pole; the first, observes father Paul, because he
was a skilful canonist; the second, because he was a
good politician, and well acquainted with business; and
the third, that it might appear that England, though
separated from Rome, had a share in the transactions of
the assembly.32 They were instructed to signify their
arrival to the sovereigns of Europe, to avoid disputes
with the heretics, to do nothing till a sufficient number
of prelateshad arrived from Italy, Germany, France, and
Spain, and even then to wait for further orders from the
Pope.

The time chosen was extremely inopportune, as the
emperor and the King of France were then at war. Till
peace was restored, there could be no hope of a prosper-
ous issue. Nevertheless, some Italian bishops.were di-
rected by the Pope to proceed to Trent, and the emperor
sent three ambassadors and a few Neapolitan prelates;
but the Germans, French, and Spaniards were prevent
from leaving home on account of the war, ang‘wit.haut
them the council could not be held. Consequently,
after the legates had waited eight months in vain, they
were recalled, and the council suspended during the

pleasure of the Roman Pontiff.33

At a diet held at Spire in 1544, the affairs of religion
were again seriously discussed. The emperor so much
needed the assistance of the Protestants in his wars that
he was glad to court them by compliances which in his .
more prosperous days he would have disdained. The
Papal legate was prohibited from attending the diet,
and it was enacted that the penal statutes should be.
suspended till a general or national council had beem
held. Meanwhile, Protestants and Roman Catholics
were exhorted to live in peace, and some civil privileges.
were bestowed on the former, of which their presumed
heresy had deprived them.34

Nothing could exceed the grief and anger of the Pope
on this occasion. That any thing like equality of rights
should be granted to heretics, and that a German diet

32 Lib, i. sect. 69. 33 Le Plat, iii. 195—200.
84 Pallav. lib. v. c. 5. sect. 3.
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should dare to legislate in religious matters without the
concurrence of the Head of the Church, were intolerable
offences. In a long and indignant epistle his Holiness
reproached the emperor for his conduct. He complained
that laymen and even heretics had been permitted to
meddle with spiritual things, the exclusive province of
the priesthood; and that in referring their disputes and
grievances to a council they had not even mentionc-! the
successor of St. Peter, to whom only the right of con-
vening such an assembly belonged. It resembled the
sins of Uzzah, Dathan, Abiram, Korah, and Uzziah.
The judgments of God would fall upon him, unless he
revoked the decree. By such conduct he had not only
endangered the peace and unity of the church, but also
exposed his own soul's salvation to imminent peril |35
The emperor sent him a calm and dignified reply.

In the autumn of the same year, peace was concluded
between the emperor and the King of France. They
engaged, among other things, to co-operate in the de-
fence of the Roman Catholic religion, to further, by all
the means in their power, the reformation of manners in
the church, and to procure the convocation of & general
eouncil, which might now be safely convened. The
Pope did not wait for their interference, but issued a

- bull in November, summoning the princes and prelates

of Europe to meet at Trent, March 15, 1545.3¢

35 Le Plat, iii. 237—247. ¢ Thusbut little reliance can be placed
on the conscience or the promises of princes, although they are not
otherwise wanting in honesty and piety; if they would only as-
sume as the rale of their policy the great command of Jesus C (:‘::i
which ordains that we should seek above all, the Kingdom of
and his righteousness; without which, all human wisdom is but
folly before God, and must be attended with unhappy consequen-
ces.” In Seckendorf Hist. lib. iii. sect. 28. It 1s easy to con.
eeive what the Jesunit meant by ‘“the kingdom of God and hig
yighteoasness!"

33 Le Plat, iii. 266—259,
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Description of Trent—Progress of the Reformation— State of par-
ties— Character ofthe Legates—Intentions of the Emperor—Fears
of the Pope—Orxxiva or Tax Counci.—Bishop of Bitonto’s
Sermon—Measures taken by the Pope to manage the Council —
Various disputes—Sxcoxnp Sessiox—Exhortation of the Legates
—Discussions on the method of - procedure—The plan a‘::ttad——
Taiap Sxssion—The Creed recited—Marks of the Ch enu-
merated—Infallibility—Exclusive salvation. .

TRENT is a city of the Tyrol, on the confines of Ger-
many and Italy, 67 miles from Venice and about 250
from Rome. It issituated ina fertile and pleasant plain,
almost surrounded by the Alps. Theriver Adige washes
its walls, and thence flows swiftly onwards to the Adri-
atie. The city is now in the state of Venice, and is
subject to Austria. In the sixteenth century it was in
the dominions of the King of the Romans, of whom it
was held by the cardinal of Trent. Though not within
the Papal territories, it was so near that the Italian bi-
shops, by whose efforts the Pope expected to preserve
his authority and prevent reform, could reach it without
much expense or trouble; and the distance from Rome
was not s0 great as to hinder that communication be-
tween his Holiness and the legates by which he pur-
posed to ensure the management of all the proceedings
of the council

When Luther first appealed to a general council he
stood almost alone and unsupported; but at the time
of the opening of that assembly, the cause of Protest-
antism had already triumphed extensively in Europe,
and was daily advancing. Among its adherents were

numbered the Kings of Great Britain, Sweden, and Den-
" mark, a large proportion of the princes and states of
Germany, and many of the most eminent men of the
age, both for learning and piety. The progress of reli-
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gious inquiry and the course it had taken were no less
remarkable. Those who had begun with the exposure
of corruptions and abuses, and were at that time most
dutiful sons of the church, ended not till they had ex-
plored all the abominations of the papacy, in doctrine,
discipline, and worship, and renounced their allegiance
to the see of Rome. The whole system was declared
to be anti-christian and unscriptural, alike hostile to the
welfare of society, the interests of true religion, and the
glory of the only Saviour. They heard the voice of
God—* Come out of her, my people,’ and fearlessly
proclaimed the duty of absolute separation from a com-
munity in which none could remain without utmost
hazard to their souls. It may be easily imagined that
those who entertained such views could indulge very
feeble hopes fromn the holding of a council. They saw
that fatal errors and childish superstitions had been gra-
dually interwoven with the whole economy of life, and
that their eradication would be like plucﬂing out the
right eye and cutting off the right hand. Nothing less
than a complete revolution could satisfy their wishes:
the dogmas of the schoolmen must be exploded, the
human mind unfettered, scripture restored to its just
honours, and the mummeries and tricks of image-wor-
ship suppressed for ever. It was hardly to be expected
that such sweeping changes would be sanctioned by a
general council, or that the priesthood would tamely
consent to lose the hope of their gains. These doubts
were justified by facts, and strengthened by time.

On the other hand the sovereigns and states of Eu-
rope looked forward to the council with sanguine expec-
tations. They resolved to exert all their influence to
procure a thorough reformation of abuses. Were this
effected, they conceived that the Protestants would
cheerfully return to the bosom of the church. Their
own interest was also concerned in the favourable issue
of the assembly; for ecclesiastical immunities and ex-
actions had shorn them of much of their power; and dif-
fused general discontent and distress among their sub-
jects.

The bishops had similar expectations. Their influ-
ence and authority had suffered greatly from the en-
croachments of the monastic orders, and the frequency

3.
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of appeals to Rome, which the Popes took care to en-
courage. In the council they intended to assert and
hoped to recover their rights and privileges.

Such was the state of parties, The feclings and de-
signs of the Roman Pontiff differed from those of al
therest. He determined to make no concessions, to
permit no change, except for the further aggrandizement
of the Holy See. Protestants, prelates, princes, all
were to be duped or disappointed : and they were so.

Three legates were appoiated to preside in the council
in the name of the Pope—the Cardinals De Monte,
Santa Croce, and Pole. De Monte was chairman or
president: he was well versed in the policy of the court
of Rome, zealous for the continuance of things as they
were, and distinguished by his haughty, overbearing de-
meanour. Santa Croce was better fitted for themanage-
mentof theological debates, in which department he was
chiefly employed. Pole has been mentioned before.
In the instructions delivered to them the pontiff com-
mended their faith, learning, probity, skill and experi-
ence; declared that he sent them as ¢ Angels of peace,”
and exhorted them to fulfil their important duties in
such a manner as to obtain from God, the rewarder of
good works, the glory of eternal happiness.?  With
. these instructions they received a secret bull, giving
them power to transfer the council to any more suitable
place, whenever they should think fit. This bull, how-
ever, was not published, for obvious reasons; and none
knew of its existence till it was produced as the autho-
rity for removing the council to Bologna in 1548.3¢

On the arrival of the legates at Trent, March 13,
they found but one prelate there, the bishop of Cava, so
that it was impossible to open the council on the-day
appointed. Ten days after two others arrived, the bi-
shops of Feltri and Bitonte. They accompanied Men-
doza, the Imperial ambassador, who strongly urged the
legates to proceed to business immediately, and enter
upon the subject of reformation of abuses. He found,
however, that this was a very distasteful topic ; and the
small number of prelates furnished a sufficient excuse

37 Le Plat, iii. 260.
38 Canones et Decreta, (Le Plat,) p. 75.
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for remaining inactive. By the end of May about
twenty had assembled. They were employed in adjust-
ing the ceremonials to be observed, and in such other
harmless engagements as the cardinal of Trent could
devise; but his task was by no means easy, for they
soon became impatient of delay, and some of them were
80 poor that the legates were obliged to supply them
with money for their support from the papal purse.

The whole summer was spent in various intrigues
and negotiations. A diet was held at Worms, from
March till July. The Protestants soon perceived that
their situation was dangerous. Peace had been granted
them till the convocation of a lawful council: they were
now called upon to submit to the decrees of the church
assembled at Trent, or abide the consequences of their
rebellion. But they maintained that the council was
not a lawful one, inasmuch as the Pope, who presided
in it by his legates, was a party in the cause, and had
already -prejudged them. No other indulgence was
granted than the appointment of another diet, and a
conference, to be held at Ratisbon in the ensuing win-
ter: and even this was only done to gain time, amnd
enable the emperor to mature those warlike preparations
by which he hoped to humble and subdue the Protest-
ant states. He had pledged his word to the Pope that
nothing should be permitted, either in the diet or the
conference, that could in the slightest degree injure
the Roman Catholic faith or the interests of the Apos-
tolic See.3?

Although the pontiff had convoked the council under
auspioesso favourable to himself, he could not dissemble
his fear of the results, % ® and laboured hard to persuade
the emperor to agree that the place of meeting should
be changed for Rome or some city within the papal do-

9 Pallav. lib. v.c. 14. 5. 2.

40 ¢ His Holiness cannot digest the council.” “One of the rea
ons why it is said that the Pope dreuds the council, is, that there
are some cardinals, his enemies, to whora money was offered by
him at his election, and these know others who ncc?ted it.” Se
wrote two good Catholics, the Viceroy of Nagll;s, and the Imperiad
Ambassador at Trent. See the Rev. Blanco White’s Practical and
{nternal Evidence against Catholicism, p. 316—318, Second Edi-
tion.
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minions; but to this his Imperial Majesty would not
consent. On the other hand Charles was anxious that
the council should postpone the decision of doctrinal
points, and commence with reformation, lest the Protest-
ants should be exasperated, and begin hostilities before
he was prepared to meet them. His Holiness was too
prudent to make such a concession, which would have
defeated his own projects. There was now no valid rea-
son for longer delay, and instructions were issued to the
legates to open the council of Trent on the thirteenth
of December. ‘

Much pomp and religious solemnity were exhibited on
this occasion. The legates, accompanied by the cardi-
nal of Trent, four archbishops, twenty-four bishops, five
generals of orders, the ambassadors of the King of the
Romans, and many divines, assembled in the church of
the Trinity, and thence went in procession to the cathe-
dral, the choir singing the hymn Veni Creator. When
all were seated, the cardinal de Monte performed the
mass of the Holy Ghost; at the end of which he an-
nounced a bull of indulgences issued by the Pope, pro-
mising full pardon of sin to all who in the week imme-
diately. after the publication of the bull in their respec-
tive places of abode should fast on Wednesday and
Friday, receive the sacrament on Sunday, and join in
processions and supplications for a blessing on the
council.¢! A long discourse followed, delivered by the
bishop of Bitonto. After this the cardinal rose and
briefly addressed the assembly; the accustomed prayers
were offered, and the hymn Veni Creator again sung.
The papal bull authorizing their meeting was then pro-
duced and read; and a decree was unanimously pass-

«ed,* declaring that the sacred and general council of
Trent wasthen begun—for the praise and glory of the ho-
ly and undivided Trinity——the increase and exaltation of
true religion—the extirpation of heresy—the peace and
union of the church—the reformation of the clergy and
christian people—and the destruction of the enemies of-
thechristian name. The cardinal de Monteblessed them,

41 Le Plat, I11. 288. :
43 Assent was signified by the word Placet—content: those who
dissented said, Non placet—not content.
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with the sign of the cross: Te Deum was sung, and
the fathers separated, ‘greatly rejoicing, embracing
each other, and giving God thanks.”43

A brief abstract of the bishop of Bitonto's discourse
may be here imserted, as a specimen of the ridiculous
trifling and silly bombast which amused the fathers at
Trent; the devout reader will abserve with pain the pro-
fane application of soripture. Adverting to the use and
importance of ceuncils, and tracing their history, the
bishop found example or autherity for such assemblies
an the election of the seven deacons, the choice of Mat-
thias, the solemn publication of the law to Israel, and
even in the language employed by the Divine Being at
the creation of man and the confusion of tongues. He
divided religion into three parts, doctrine, the sacra-
ments, and charity, and affirmed that in each the most
lamentable degeneracy and corruption prevailed; “the
gold was become dim, and the finest colour changed;”
princes, people, and priests were polluted; all were
under the influence of dust and ambition, the motherand
the nurse of every evil, thetwohorse-leeches continually
crying, “bring, bring;" and as the natural consequence,
heresy, schism, superstition and infidelity triumphed.—
Then followed a laboured eulogy of the Pope, and of
all that he had done, to “gather his children as the
bird doth the brood under her wings” The legates
also had their share of flattery; their very names fur-
nished mystic meanings and happy omens;** under
their auspices all were invited to join the council, as the
ancient heroes were shut up in the Trojan horse. He
apostrophized the mountains and forests of Trent, and

43 The werds of the Secretary Mussareli. Le Plat, vii. pars. 2
. 48. The ceremonies were nearly the same at all the Sessions,
and therefore need not be deecribed again.

44 We enter upon and commence this General Council lawfully
assembled with QK: assistance of the Hely Spirit, by the sanctioa of
the Apostolic See, and under the direction of these prelates who
stand conspicuous in this holy company—a new Jerusalem, viz.
Johanne Maria de Monte, whose looks and affections are continual-
ly directed upward to the mountain (montem) which is Christ,
whence comes our strength: Marcello Politiano, who tormerly di-
rected the efforts of his profound and impartial mind to the support
of the Christian Commonwealth, (politie,) whose corrupt morals
have afforded our enemies an opportanity to attack us: Regir
Pole more resembling an angel than an Englishman, (non tar
&lo, quam angelo.)
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.charged them to make the echo resound through the
carth, that men might know the day of their visitation,
and that it might not be said, “the light” of the Pope
“is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather
than light, for their works were evil” o the city it-
self he applied the glowing descriptions of prophecy—
“Thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not
be shut day nor night—salvation shall possess thy walls
and praise thy gates—the Gentiles shall walk in thy
light, and kings in the brightness of thy rising—and
they shall call thee the city of the Lord, the Sion of. the
Holy One of Israel” Turning to the fathers, he re-
minded them of the honour and glory to which they
were raised ; the gates of the council were the gates of
heaven; through them the knowledge of the Lord would
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. They were
admonished to act worthy of their calling, putting away
all fear, favour, and cohtention, and so demeaning them-
selves that they might justly say, # It hath seemed good
to the Holy Ghost and to us,” at the sound of which
wrords the enemies of the council would be smitten with
dismay and fall to the ground. And he assured them
that all who resisted their decrees, and incurred thereby
the indignation of the Pope, the Emperor, and the King
of France, and the guilt of rebellion against the Holy
Spirit, would find it impossible to escape : neither moun-
tains, lakes, nor floods should save them: swifter than
eagles, stronger than lions, the pontiffand the sovereigns
would pursue and seize them, and trample them to
death. Finally, he addressed the countries and states
of Christendom, Greece, Spain, France, and Germany,
whom “Satan hagd desired to have that he might sift
them as wheat,” and invited them to “come to the mar-
riage, because all things were now ready:” and he con-
cluded by invoking the presence and aid of Jesus Christ
through the intercession of Virgilius, the tutelary saint
of the valley of Trent.45

The Pope adopted decisive measures to secure his
authority, and prevent all intermeddling with his prero-
gative. He appointed a congregation or committee of

45 Pallay. lib. v. c. 17, 18. Sarpi. lib. ii. c. 27, 28. Le Plat, .
1222,
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oardinals to superintend the affairs of the council, watch
its proceedings, and aid him with their advice. The
legates were instructed to begin with the discussion
of disputed doctrines and to treat the reformation of
abuses as a matter of secondary moment; notes were to
be taken and transmitted to him, of any observations
relative to his court, the reform of which he reserved
for himself. Toalllettersand documents his own name
and those of the legates were to be prefixed, that it
might appear that he was not only the author, but also
“the head and ruler” of the council : ¢¢ and he appointed
the secretary and other necessary officers without con-
sulting the fathers, or permitting them to exercise their
undoubted right of election.

Several congregations47 were held before the second
session, in which there were some interesting discus-
sions. The French bishops, of whom there were but
three present, requested that the business of the council
might not be entered upon till the arrival of the ambas-
sadors and prelates that were expected from France;
but this was overruled. Then disputes arose respecting
the right of voting. It was questioned whether abbots
and generals of orders enjoyed that right, and some of
the bishqps were anxious not to concede it, lest they
should make themselves masters of the council by their
numbers: the legates, however, decided in their favour.
though not without encountering strong opposition.
Another subject of debate was the title of the council :
the French bishops, who were joined by some Italians
and Spaniards, contended that to the epithets, “ Sacred”
and “Holy,” should be added, “representing the uni-
versal church,” which were used by the councils of Con-
stance and Basle. The legates were aware that the
assumption of this title would seem to give the council
more power than it was intended it should possess, and
they stoutly resisted it chiefly, as they wrote to the
Pope, bocause of the clause which had been subjoined

46 Pallav. lib. v. ¢. 16. s, 2. )

471t will be seen in the sequel that the business of the council
was generally divided into two or three departments, each under the
management of a separate * congregation,” or, as we should say,
Committee. A “ General Congregation” was like a  Committee
of the whole bouse” in our Parliament.
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by the above named assemblies, to this effect, “ thata
general council holds its power immediately from. Jesus
Christ, and that all christians, of what condition and
dignity soever, even the Popes themselves, are obliged
to obey it.” Their opponents were as zealous for the
insertion of the words in question as they were against
it: they maintained their sentiments with much tena-
city and warmth, and gave such indications of an in-
dependent spirit as vexed the legates not a little.4#

At the sccond session, held Jan. 7, 1546, a papal
bull was read, prohibiting the use of proxies, for had
they been allowed, his Holiness would have found it
difficult to maintain a majority. An exhortation was
addressed to the council, written by Cardinal Pole, and
containing some just and useful sentiments. The sub-
ject of the decree was the manner of life to be observed
during their residence at Trent: it was rather an ad-
monition than a decree. All persons were exhorted to
amend their faults and walk in the fear of God, not
fulfilling the lusts of the flesh; to be constant in prayer,
and frequent in confession ; to go to church often, and
receive the eucharist; to keep the commandments of the
Lord, as far as they were able; to pray for the peace of
Christian princes and the unity of the church; to fast
at least every Friday, and give alms to the poor. Ec-
clesiastics were reminded of the duty of performing mass
every Lord’s day, and presenting constant prayers, sup-
plications, and thanksgivings, for their most holy lord,
the Pope, for the emperor, for kings and all in autho
rity, and for all men. Bishops received a special in
junction to observe sobriety and moderation at thei
tables; to have the Scriptures read at their meals; to
instruct and train their domestics in every virtue. Those

48 The legates made a great ado about the liberty of the council.
* Let the fathers speak freely,” they were often saying. But it was
the mere farce of freedom. Theinfluence of their authority on the
suffrages and opimions of the assembly was notorious. They often
negatived a proposition at once, without allowing the fathers to give
an affirmative vote. They were accustomed to interrnpt and con-
tradict those who were speaking contrary to their views. One of
their creatures grossly insulted the advocates of the clause mention-
ed above: he called them ‘secret enemies” and ¢ foxes;” but no
notice was taken of it.  La chose ne déplut point,”” says Vargas.
Lettres et Memoires de Vargas, p. 55.
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who were gkilled in the Scriptures, were urged to give
themselves to constant meditation, in order to discover
the best means by which the intention of the council
might be. rightly directed, and the wished-for effects
realised ; so that what merited condemnation might be
condemned, and approbation be awarded where it was
deserved ; thatthroughout the whole world men might
glorify God with one mouth and one confession of faith.
In giving their opinions or votes, they were to avoid all
clamour and tumult, all frivolous or obstinate disputa-
tion, and to speak with mildnessand modesty. It would
have been well if these regulations had been observed.s s

Several of the bishops had expressed in open session
their discontent at the non-insertion of the clause, “re-
presenting the universal church.)’ The legates were
very angry at this, and reproved the offenders for it, at
a congregation held a few days after. In the debate
which ensued, the bishop of Feltri observed, that if the
clauge were admitted, the Protestants would take occa-
sion to say, that since the church is composed of two
orders, the clergy and the laity, it could not be fully
represented if the latter were excluded. To this the
bishop of St. Mark replied, that the laity could not be
termed the church, since, according to the canons, they
had only to obey the commands laid upon them ; that
one reagon why the council was called was, to decide
that laymen ought to receive the faith which the church
dictated, without disputing or reasoning; and that con-
sequently the clause should be inserted, to convince
them that they were not the church, and had nothing to
do but to hear and submit! Jerome Seripand advised
that the decision should be deferred till the council had
issued some decree that would justify the adoption™f
so magnificent a title. Subsequently, the legates so
far yielded as to allow the insertion of the words “=cu-
menical and universal,” and this was approved by the
Pope. '

An important question next o¢cupied their attention

42 Two titalar archbishops were present; Olaus Magnus, arch-
bishog of Upsal,and Robert Wanchop, archbishop of Armagh, who
is said to have first introduced the Jesuitsinto Ireland. They were
sent by the Pope, and supported at his expenss; it was €asy to see

-on which side theywould vote. Sarpi, 1. ii. s. 34.; Pallav. 1. vi.c.5.
4
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—whether they should begin with doctrine or disciplibe.
The Pope had already determined on the former. On
theother side was the Emperor, whose views were power-
fully advacated by the Cardinalof Trent. In an address
which made a deep impression on the audience, he con-
tended that the'reformation of the ecclesiastics would
be the fittest means of reclaiming men from heretical
pravity. But for the promptitude and address of the
Cardinal de Monte, the Pope’s party would have been
in the minority on this occasion. He perceived the
effect produced onthe assembly by the speech just deli-
vered, and adroitly seplied, that he gave thanks to God,
who had inspired the Cardinal of Trent with so excel-
lent a disposition; that for his own part, as he excelled
the rest in dignity, he was willing to set them an ex-
~ ample; that toshow his sincerity, he would resign the

bishopric of Pavia, part with his splendid furniture,
and diminish the number of his domestics; that the
same might be done by others, and that this would
excite the clergy every where to imitation. But the
declaration of the true faith ought net on this account
to be deferred. The reformation: 8o generally desired
was a matter of great moment; for not only was the
Court of Rome corrupt, but abuses had crept in among
all ranks and orders of men, the correction of which
would require much time; meanwhile the faithful ought
not to be left in.uncertainty respecting the true doctrine
of Christ. This plausible speech was loudly praised.
It touched the Cardinal of Trent to the quick, whose
ecclesiastical revenues were immense, and his establish-
ment unusually magnificent and expensive. He an-
swered, murmuringly, that his meaning had been mis-
understood ; he had intended no personal allusions:
of this he was persuaded, that same persons could bettex
govern two bishoprics than others could one; but that
he was willing to resign the see of Brescia, if such were
the wish of the council.s° In the issue, it was agzeed
to adopt a plan-proposed by the bishop of Feltri, which
was, that some subject, both of doctrine and discipline,
should be decided in each session. This measure was
observed in all the future proceedings of the eouncil,

 Pallav. L. vi. c. 7,8.6—8.
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and eventually was allowed by the Pope who at first
was violently enraged at & measure which thwarted
his pre-determined plan. :

His Holiness began to fear that the free spirit already
shown' by some of the fathers waould prove very detri-
mental to his interests. To counteract this evil, re-
quired artful management and perpetual watchfulness.
Under his directions, the council was divided into three
congregations, one being assigned toeach of the legates,
at whose residence their meetings were held. The rea-
sons alleged for this division were the despatch of
business and the prevention of disorder; but the true
motives, as avowed by Pallavicini, were these: first,
that separation would facilitate government, according
to the old maxim, “divide et impera;” secondly, that
cabals and intrigues would be checked; thirdly, that
the boldness of any independent prelate would only in-
fluence the congregation to which he was attached, and
would not infect the whole eouncil.5! . The same busi-
ness was broyght before each meeting, and a general
congregation was afterwards convened, when the results
of the discussions were embodied in a decree. Every
evening the legates assembled by themselves, reported
their observations on the opinions and behavionr of the
prelates, and matured their plans and negotiations:
thus they preserved the mastery.s2 . .

The next session was appointed to.be held on the 4th
of February. The day was fast approaching, but no-
thing definitivé was agreed upon, and the legates were at
a loss how to act, in the absence of instructions from
RKome. In this éilemma, Bertani, bishop of Fano, re-
marked, that as tlie ancient councils had usually pro-
mulgated a creed, it appeared highly proper that the
same should be done again; he therefore proposed that
the Nicene creed should be resited in the forthcoming
decree, as the received faith of the church...'In vain
was it objected that it would be very ridiculoys: to hold
a session for the purpose of repeating a creed 1200 years
old, and which was universally believed ; that it would
be of no service against the Lutherans, who received it
as well as themselves; andthat the heretics would take

51 Pallav. 1. vi. ¢. 8. 8.5. - ' 82Vargas, p. 52,
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occasion to say, and with good reason, that if that creed
contajned the faith of the church, they ought not to be
compelled to believe any thing else. The legates were
8o pleased with the expedient, that they procured its
adoption. Nevertheless, many of the fathers could not
help expressing their discontent, and were heard com-
plaining to one another as they left the assembly, that
the negotiations of twenty years had ended in coming
together to repeat the belief! .

The third session was celebrated on the appointed
day. The following decree was passed:—

“In the name of the holy and undivided Trinity,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. -

The sacred, boly, ®cumenical and general Counci}
of Trent, lawfully assembled in the Holy Spirit, under
the presidency of the three before-mentioned legates of
the apostolic see;—considesing the importance of the
subjects to be discussed, and especially of those which
are included in these two articles, the extirpation of
heresies, and the reformation of manners, for which
causes chiefly the council has heen assembled ;—more-
over, acknowledging with the apostle, that its ¢ wrest-
ling is not against flesh and blood, but against the
spirits of wickedness in high places,’ doth in the first
place, after the example of the same apostle, exhort all
persons to ‘be strengthened in the Lord, aed in the
might of his power, in all things taking the shield of
faith, wherewith they may be able to extinguish all the
fiery darts of the most wicked one, and the helmet of
salvation . with the sword of the spirit, which is the
word of God.'5® Therefore, that this its pious care
may, both in its commencement and its progress, enjoy
the favour of God, it hath appointed and decreed, that
before all things confession of faith be made; following
in this the examples of the fathers, who were accus-
tomed, in their sacred councils, at the very beginning
of their proceedings, to hald up this shield against all
heresies; by which means alone they have not unfre-
quently drawn infidel¢ to the- faith, confuted heretics,
and confirmed believers. Wherefore, the council hath
thought proper to recite in that form of words which ia

8 Ephes. vi, 10—17.
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read in all churches, the confession of faith adopted by
the holy Roman church, which contains the first prin-
ciples in which all who profess the faith of Christ ne-
cessarily agree, and is the firm and only foundation,
against which the gates of hell shall never prevail. 1t
is as follows ;— :

“ I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,t4
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible
and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only
begotten Son of God, and born of the Father before all
ages.55 God of God; Light of Light; true ‘God of
true Gol; begotten, not made; consubstantial to the

*Father, by whom all things were made. ‘Who for us
men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven,
and became incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin
Mary, and was made man.¢ He was crucified also
for us, suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was buried.s 7

54 Let him, who by tie divine bounty believes these truths, con-
stantly beseech and implore God ... . that, admitted one day into tha
eternzl tabernacles, he may be worthy to see how greatisthe fecun-
dity of the Father, who, contemplating and understanding himself,
begot the Son like and equal to himself;; how a love of charity in
both, entirely the same and equal, whiehisthe Holy Ghost, proceed-
ing from the Father and the Son, connects the begetting and the
begotten by an eternal and indissoluble bond ; and that thus the es.
sence of the Trinity is one, and the distinction of the three persons
perfect.”  Catechism of the Council of Trent, translated by the Rer.
J. Donavan, p. 20. o :

55 ¢ Amongst the different comparisons employed to elucidate the
mode and manner of this eternal generation, that which is borrow-
ed from thought seems to come nearest to its illustration; and hence
8t. John calls the Son ¢ the Word;' for as the mind, in some sort
looking into and understanding itself, forms an image of itself,
which theologians express by the term ¢ word;’ 80 God, as far, how-
ever, as we may compare buman things to divine, understanding
himself, begets the Eternal Word.” Ibid. p. 35. )

56 As soon as the soul of Christ was united to his body, the
divinity became united to both ; and thus at the same time his bod
was formed and animated, and the divinity united to body and aouK
Hence, at the same instant, he was perfect God and perfect man,
and the most Holy Virgin, baving at the same moment conceive
God.and man, is truly and properly called Mother of God and man.”
 As the rays of the sun penetrate, without breuking, or injuring in
the least, the substance of glass; after a like, but more incompre-
hensible manner, did Jesus Christ come forth from his mother’s
womb without injury to her maternal virginity, which, immaculate
and pewetual, forms the just theme of our eulogy.” Ibid. p. 39

57 “ When, therefore, we pay that Jesus died, we mean the

4.
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And the third day he rose again according to the Serip-
tures; and ascended into heaven, sitteth at the right
hand of the Father; and he is to come .again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, of whose
kingdom there shall be no end. And in the Holy
Ghost, .the Lord and Giver of life, who proceedeth from
the Father and the Son; who, together with the Father
and the Son, is adored and glorified; whospoke by the
prophets. And one Holy, catholic, and apostolic church.
I confess one baptism for the remission of sins. And I
expect the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.”5? : .o
As the object of this work is to furnish a correct view ¢

of the peculiar tenets of the church of Rome, it is not
necessary to offer any observations on those doctrines
which she holds in common with other professing chris-
tian communities; such as the Trinity, the Deity, in-
carnation, and atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ; the
Deity of the Holy Spirit, &c. How far these truths are
held in righteousness, and whether their glory is not
obscured, and their influence thwarted by the errors and
corruptions which are included in the system, are in-
quiries which will occur in the sequel.

- It is somewhat surprising that the decrees of the
Council of Trent contain no definition or description of
the true church. This deficiency must be supplied

" The church, according to Roman Catholic writers,
“ consists principally of two parts, the one called the
church triumphant, the other the church militant:” in
the former are comprised the blessed spirits in heaven,
in the latter, all the faithful still dwelling on earth.5°

soul was disunited from his body ; not that his divinity was so sepa-
rated. QOn the contrary, we firmly believe and profess, that when
his soul was dissociated from his body, his divinity continued always
united, both to his body in the sepulchre, and to hissoul in Limbo.”
]t is not, however, our belief, that the body of Christ was alone
interred; these words propose, as the pljincirnl object of our belief,
that God was buried, as, according to the rule of Catholic faith, we
also say with the strictest truth, that God was born of a virgin, that
" God died ; for as the divinity was never separated from his body

which was laid in the sepulchre, we traly confess that God was bu-
ried.” Ibid. p. 49, 61. )

58 Barpi, 1. ii. 8. 39, 40. Pallav. L. vi. ¢. 8, 9.

59 Catechism, p. 94.
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‘The souls in purgatory, it seems, belong to neither.—
The church militant is further described as “a body of
men united in the profession of the same christian faith,
and communion of the same sacraments, under the go-
vernment of lawful pastors, and particularly of the Ro-
man fontiff, Christ’s only vicar on earth.” ¢° TItis “com-
posed of two classes of persons, the good and the bad,
both professing the same faith, and partaking of the
same sacraments, yet differing in their manner of life
and morality;” but “the condition of both is very dif-
ferent: the wicked are contained in the church as the
chaff is mingled with the grain in the threshing-floor, or
as dead members, sometimes, remain attached to a liv-
ing body."s2 . '

Four marks of the true church are generally men-
tioned by. the same writers. 1. Unity, in faith and
worship, under “one ruler and governor—the invisible
one, Christ, whom the Eternal Father ‘hath made head
over all things for the church, which is his body ; the
visible one, him, who as legitimate succéssor of Peter,
the. prince of the apostles, fills the .apostolic chair.’¢2
2. Holiness; “because she is consecrated and dedicated
to God, as other things, such as vessels, vestments,
altars, when appropriated and dedicated to the worship
of God, although material, are called holy;”’ because,
“as the body, she is united to her head, Christ Jesus,
the fountain of all haliness” (notwithstanding that this
same body is said to “consist of two classes, the good
and the bad!”) and because she “alone has the leii-
timate worship of sacrifice, and the salutary use of the
sacraments, by which, as the efficacious instruments of
divine grace, God establishes us in true holiness; so
that, to possess true holiness, we must .belong to this

60 Bellarmine, de Eccles. militante, ¢. 2. “Q. What is the
Church? A. It isthe congregation of all the faithful under Christ
Jesus, their invisible head, and his vicar on earth, the Pope.”—Ab-
stract of the Douay C““"’hi’m;l}" 22. . .

61 Catechism, p. 95,96. ¢ The unbaptized, heretics and apos-
tates, the excommunicate and schismatics, do not belong to the
church. But the non-predestinate, the imperfect, and even open
sinners and coneealed infidels, do belon; to the church, if they hold
the sacraments and the profession of faith, and are subject to the
Roman pontiff.” Bellarmine, ut supra.

62 Catechism, p. 97.



44 THE ‘OHURCH.

church!”63 These assertions are usually attempted to
be proved by reference to the holy men who are said to
have lived in the Romish communion, and to the sup-
posed counstant succession of miracles, the divine attes-
tations of holiness.84 3. Catholicity. “Unlike re-
publics of human institution, or the conventicles of
heretics, she is not circumscribed within the limits of
any one kingdom, nor confined to the members of any
one society of men.”—“She is also _called universal,
because all who desire eternal salvation must cling to
and embrace her, like those who eptered the ark, to
escape perishing in the flood.’¢5 4. Apostolicity :—
#“for her doctrines are neither. novel nor of recent ori-
gin, but were delivered, of old, by the apostles, and
disseminated throughout the world:"—‘“the Holy
Ghost, who presides over the church, governs her by
no other than apostolic men, and this Spirit, first fm-
parted to the apostles, has, by the infinite goodness of
God, always continued in the church”¢¢ False and

63 Catechism, p. 100. - . . -

64 See Milner’s “ End of Controversy,” p. 160—190.

65 Catechism, p. 101. .

66 Ibid. p. 105. Bellarmine has increased the number of the
marks or notes of the church to fifteenr, viz. Catholicity—Antiquity
—Duration—Amplitude, or multitude and variety of believers—
Succession of bisgops—Agreement in doctrine with the primitive
charch—Union—Sanctity of doctrine—Efficacy of the doctrine—
Holiness of life—Miracles—Prophecy—Confession of adversaries
—Unhappy end of enemies—Temporal felicity. These are exa-
mined and confuted in the ¢ Preservative against Popery,” vol. i.

The following summary view of this subject would be amusing,
were it not forthe glaring falsehoods which it contains. The cause
must be bad indees that can require such support :—

“'She alone” [the Roman Catholic ChﬁrcK] “ has an uninterrupt-
ed succession of her pastors from the apostles of Christ. She alone
has always been one, by all her members professing one faith, in one
communion, under one chief pastor, succeeding St. Peter, to whom
Christ committed the charge of his whole flock, St. John xxi. 15, &c.
and the keys of heaven, St. Matt. xvi. 19. She alone has been al-
ways holy and teaching all holiness, by inviting all to holiness, by
affording all helps and means of holiness, and by having in all ages
innumerable ho g ones in her communion. She aloné is catholic or
universal, by subsisting ia all ages, by teaching all nations, and by
maintajning all truths.” She alone is apostolical by deriving her
doctrine, her communion, her orders ang mission from the apostles
of Christ. She alone has converted infidel natious, with their kings,
to the faith of Christ : and to this day sends her priests and mission-
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audacious statements! As if the fictions of the middle
ages, the absurdities of transubstantiation, the blasphe-
my of indulgences, the apus operatum of the sacraments,
had been revealed by the Holy Spirit, and taught by
the apostles ! .

Infallibility is the result of these assumptions. All
Roman Catholics believe that * the church canmnot ery
in faith or morals.”¢7 This virtually includes the infal-
libility of the Pope ; since, according.to the Council of
Florence, he is “Head of the whole Church, and- the
father and teacher of all Christians; and to him, in St.
Peter, was delegated, by our Lord Jesus Christ, full
power to feed, rule, and govern the universal church.”¢?
That general councils, representing the whole church,
are infallible, is also implied; but whether always, and
under all circumstances, is more than questioned : that
they have frequeuntly erred, and contradicted each other,
is not questionable, but plain matter of fact. There
are some knoity points connected with this subject.—
Bellarmine, expounding Luke xxii. 31, 32, maintains
that the Saviour promised to Peter and his successors,
that they should never lose the true faith, nor teach any
thing contrary to'it.6® But history informs us.that
many Popes have erred from the faith; and we know
that there have been numerous schisms in the popedom,
on which occasions two or more persons assumed the
tiara, and that in several instances it is yet disputed
which was-the legitimate successor of St. Peter. What
then becomes of infallibility 27¢  Be this asit may, the

aries into all parts of the world, to pmpaﬁute the kingdom of Christ,
She alone has been in all ages illustrated by inrumerable miracles,
and by the wonderful lives and deaths of innumerable saints. All
other sects began by sepnrati:ﬁ from her; their first teachers went
out from her, and had before acknowledged her authority ; they were
all censared by her at their firet appearance ; but she never departed
or separated from any more ancient church, or was ever censured
znany» tawful aothonty. In a word, she ie the great body of Chries
s, descending from the primitive apostolic church ; consequent-

ly she is the one, holy, catholic, and apostolical church.”—Gother’s
* Papist Misrepresented,” &e. p. 85.

8Y Catechism, p. 102.

68 Blanco White’s ¢ Practical and Internal Evidence,” p. 34,

6 De Rom. Pontif. lib. iv. ¢. 3. p. 973. Ed. Ingolstad. 1696.

70 A fine specimen of ingenious and conelusive argument is r~n-
tained in a pamphlet published a fow years ago, entitled, ‘
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obedient son of the church has no doubt that it exists
somewhere. His faith is summarily comprised in those
few words—*“1 believe in all things according as the
holy catholic churchbelieves;” 7! and he willingly “pro-
mises and swears true obedience to the Roman bishop,
the successor of St. Peter, the prince of the apostles, and
vicar of Jesus Christ; and professes, and undoubtedly
receives, all things delivered, defined, and declared by
the sacred canons-and general councils, and particular-
ly by the holy Council of Trent; and condemns, re-
jects, and anathematizes all.things contrary thereto, and
all heresies whatsoever, condemned and anathematized
by the church.” 72 o .
Of such a church, the holy, the apostolic, the infal-
lible, how great must be thie power! How heinous the
sin of rebellion against her mandates! How awful the
condition of those inhappy beings who are without her
pale! Her injunctions are placed on an equal footing
with the behests of heaven. The ¥ will” of God, which
we are taught to pray may “be done on ‘earth,”’ com-
prehends, it is affirmed, “all things which are propesed
to us as the means of attaining heaven, whether the‘y:
regard faith or morals; all things, in a word, whic
Christ our Lord has commanded or prohibited, either it
person or through his church”7% Those who “fall
into heresy, who reject what the church of God teach-
es,” aredeclared to be guilty of a breach of the first com-
mandment :74 they have committed mortal sin, and if

Labyrinth, or Popish Circle; baing a confutation of the assumed
infallibility of the church of Rome ; translated from the Latin of Si-
mon Episcopius. By Richard Watson.” .
71 Challoner’s “ Garden of the ‘Soul,” p: 35+a bogk which Mr,
Butler calls “ the miost popular Prayer-bogk of the English Catho-
lics.” Mr. White's description of his own views and feelings, while
a member of the churth of Rome, will amply confirm the above ms-
marks. ‘I grounded my christian faith npon the.infallibility of the
church. No Roman Catholic pretends toa better foundation. *I be-
lieve whatever the holy mother church, holds and believes,’ is the
compendious creed of every member of the Roman communion.—I
believed the infallibility of the chureh, becanse the Scriptare said
she was infallible; while T had no better proof that the Scripture
said 8o, than the assertion of the church that she conld not mistake
the Scriptare.” Practical and Internal Evidence, p. 9.

12 Pope Pius’s Creed .

T8 Catechism, p. 506

74 Ibid. p. 353,
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they die in that state, must go “to hell for all eterni-
ty 1?75 Out of this church, -it is positively asserted,
there is no salvation. Members of the Greek commu-
nion—Protestants of every class and denomination—
our Leightons, and Hebers, and Martyns—our Owens,
and Baxters, and Howes—our Miltons and Lockes—
our Whitefields and Wesleys—our Bunyans and How-
ards—are all included inthe same condemning senience.
No matter what were their excellencies: . their piety
might be seraphic, their bénevolence godlike, their path
like the “shining light,” that illuminates and gladdens
all nature: they have committed the inpardonable sin
of refusing to pay homage to the man of the triple crown,
and therefore the Roman Catholic is bound to believe
that they-are lost for ever. .The very children are
taught this lesson.”® The first lispings of the infant—
the conclusions of the learned—the declarations of the
noble—the priests’ instructions—the pontiffs’ decrees—
re-echo the sound, “Out of the Roman Cathplic church
there is no salvation|” 77 : .

5 # Q. What is mertal sin? A. Itis a wilful tmnsgmion in
matter of weight against any known commandment of God or the
church, or of some lawful superior. Q. Whither go such as die in
mortdl sin? A. To kell for all eternity.”—Abstract of the Douay
Catechism, p. 71. . .

76 Douay Catechism, quoted above. The Roman Catholic child
is taught that he ia *“ made 2 member of Jesus Christ and his church,
call:f to Christianity and the Catholic religion, out of which* all
those who obstinately remain cannot be saved.” —Catholic School
Book, p. 122, 190.

77 ¢ This true Catholic faith, out of which none can be saved.”—
Pope Pius’s Creed. “If we believe plain Scripture and the univer-
sal tradition of'the fathers, and all anti&uity, beresy and schism are
mortal sins ; and therefore, in saying that heretics and schismatics
are out of the state of salvation, his (the Papist’s) judgment is" not
uncharitable, because he advances nothing but a scripture truth.”—
Gother's “ Papist Misrepresented and Represented,” p. 83. See
“ Encyclical Letter of Pope Leo XIL" p. 15.
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THE RULE OF FAITH.
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anon of Scripture—T'radition—the Vulgate Version—and the
ight of Interpretation—FourTa Szssion—Decree on Scriptare

and Tradition—Manner in which it was received by Protestants—
Explanatory Observations and Reflections........ eesaness 43

TrE proceedings of the council were carefully watched
by the Protestants. They quickly perceived that it was
altogether under the control of the Pope, and would is-
sue no enactment contrary to the established order of
things at Rome. Several publications were sent forth,
declaratory of their views and feelings, one of which
was written by Melancthon. In these works, while
they expressed their willingnessto abide bythe decisions
of a council composed of learned and pious men, emi-
nent for the fear and love of God, they positively refus-
ed to acknowledge the authority of the assembly at
Trent. Their reasons were numerous and weighty.—
They objected to the presidency of the Pope, he being
a party in the cause; to the Romish prelates, the ap-
pointed judges, many of whom were ignorant and wick-
ed men, and all of them declared enemies of the refor-
mation; to the rules of judgment laid down in connex-
ion with Scripture, and treated with cqual or greater
deference—viz. tradition and the scholastic divines; to
the method of proceeding already adopted, manifestly
proving that the council was not free; and finally, to
the place of meeting, rather an Italian than a German
city, and at any rate too near the Pope's dominions to
afford the assurance of security, should they feel dispos-
ed to go.78  The sequel of this history will show how
rightly they judged.

78 Seckendorf, 1. iii. s. 33, 130.
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Immediatély after the-third session it was agreed that
Scripture and tradition should be next taken into consi-
deration; that it might evidently appear, De Monte said,
what were the weapons to be used in contending with
the heretics, and on what foundation the church of God
rested. In pursuing their inquiries, and in the debates
which followed, the members of the council now began
to employ the divines. who had repaired to Trent, and
whose aid was of material service in all their subsequent
labours. These christian bishops were for the most part
poorly skilled in. theology, for which the pursuits of ec-
clesiastical ambition had given them little relish.

The reformers steadfastly maintained the sole and ab-
solute sufficiency of the Scriptures- tradition and the
apocryphal books were entirely rejected by them; and
they pleaded for the perspicuity of the word of God,
whicl they affirmed, was generally easy to be under-
stood, and required neither gloss nor commentary. All
these sentiments were condemned.-at Trent.

Although theapocryphal. books were inserted by Je-
rome in the Vulgate Latin edition, it was notorious that
he did not regard them as canonical.7® It was proba-
bly in deference to his authority that some proposed to
publish a twofold list, distinguishing the canonical from
the apocryphal, in a manner resembling the method’
adopted by the Anglican church. There was much
discussion on this subject, and the fathers behaved so
clamorously that it was necessary-to direct them to give
their votes one by one, and to number them as they were
received. The opinion of the cardinal Santa Croce at
length prevailed, and it was agreed to receive as di-
vinely inspired all the books commonly found in the
Vulgate, notwithstanding the known declaration of Je-
rome, and the incontrovertible evidence of the ancient
catalogues and the Jewish canon,

Respecting traditions there were as many opinions as

79 He gives a catalogne of the books of the Old Testament, eom-
rising those now found in our authorised version, and no other.
e adds, ¢ That we may know what books there are beside these,
they are to be pliced among those of the Apocrypha—Therefore
that commonly called the wisdom of Solomon—also Jesus the son
of Sirach, Judith, Tobias, and The Shepherd are not in the canon,”
&ec. ' Prolog. Galeat.

5
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tongues.®® Some affirmed that Scripture itself rested
on tradition. Vincent Lunel, a Franciscan, thought it
would be preferable to treat of the church in the first
instance, because Scripture derived its authority from
the church. He added that if it were once established
that all christians are bound to obey the church, every
thing else would be easy, and that this was the only
argument that would refute the heretics. Anthony
Marinier was of a different opinion. He observed, that
there was a previous question to be degided, viz. whe-
ther Christianity does in fact consist of two parts, one
written and the other unwritten : if so, whether the un-
written part was left in that state by-design or accident.
If by design, no man ought to commit it to writing : " if
by accident, the wisdom of God would seemn to be im-
peached. On either hand he saw great difficulties, and
therefore judged it best to leave the matter as it was,
following the example of the fathers, who ascribed au-
-thority to the Scriptures only, not presuming to place
tradition on the same footing.- This advice, sound as
it was, had no approvers; Cardinal Pole, in particular,
vehemently opposed it. Some desired a distinction to
be made between traditions of faith and those which
related to manners and rites; the first to be universally
received, but of the rest only such as the custom of the
church had sanctioned. Others would have the recep-
tion of all enjoined, without the least distinction. .
‘When the decree was proposed for consideration, and
that part was read in which it was enacted that Serip-
tureand tradition should be régarded “with equal piety
and veneration,” Bertani objected to the expression, and
said that though he acknowledged that God was the
author of both, and that every truth, must proceed from
the source of all truth, yet it by no means followed that
whatever was true was divinely inspired; and that the
fact of many traditions baving fallen into disuse seemed
to indicate that God himself did not intend that they
should be venerated equally with Scripture. The bishop
of Chiozza went much further: he even ventured to
assert that it was impious to cqualise the authority of

80 < find that there then were as many opinionsas tongues.’ Pal
lav. lib. vi. ¢. 2. Barpi, Lib. i. 5. 46md7. ¥ gues.. Te-
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Seripture and tradition. So bold an exclamation ex-
cited strong feelings; *it was heard,” says Pallavicini,
“ with surprise and horror;” and it called forth vehe-
ment reprehension. 'T'he legate De Monte recommend-
ed that the divines should be-sent for, that they might
hear both the decree and the bishop’s reason against it,
and then decide whether any alteration should be made,
or whether the objector should be punished. “Let
them be called,” said the bishop, “I have not charged
the whole decree with impiety, but only certain words
in it; and in saying they are impious I have not so
much charged them with heresy as with inhumanity, in
laying upon us a heavier burden than we are able to
bear.” But the tumult greatly increased ; the prelates
were loud and angry in their reproaches; and the poor
bishop, overcome by the insulting and cruel manner in
which he was treated by his brethren, was constrained
to acknowledge himself sorry for having offended them,
and to promise that he would consent to a decree which
was approved by so venerable an assembly 1*?

A committee which had been appointed for the pur-
pose reported on sundry evils which required correction.
The variety of versione, the number of errors in the
printed copies of the Scriptures—the right of private in-
terpretation, and the freedom of the press, were the
topics handled in the report. It was alleged that the
existence of so many versions, often varying from one
another, tended to involve the meaning of Scripture in
uncertainty, and that the only wayto remedy this would
be to fix upon some one version and declare’it to be the
authentic and acknowledged authority in all cases of
controversy. ‘The difficulty lay in’ the choice. Caje-
tan’s opinion was quoted, who strongly urged the study
of the Hebrew and Greek originals, and.was accustomed
to say, “that to understand the Latin text was not to
understand the infallible word of God, but of the trans-
lator, ‘whq might err; and that if the divines of former
ages had held the same sentiment, Luther's heresies
would not have so easily prevailed;’ and a canon was
mentioned which enjoined the examination of the Old
Testament in the Hebrew language, and of the New in

81 Pallav. ut sup. c. 11.8. 3,4,
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the Ureek. It would seem indeed, that on this question
no argument was necessary, and that none would fall
into the absurdity of preferring a version to the original.
Yet so did the divinesat Trent. They said that unless
the Vulgate were declared to be divine and authentic in
every part, inmense advantage would be yielded to the
Lutherans, and innumerable heresies would arise and
trouble the church ; if any one might examine that ver-
sion, either by comparing it withother versions or with
the originals, every thing would be thrown into confu-
slon, these new grammarians would assume the office of
the judge, and pedants instead of divines would he made
bishops and cardinals; .nor would the inquisitors be able
to execute their office without the knowledge of Greek
and Hebrew, -since the heretics would be sure to turn
round and tell them that the translation was incorrect.
Some added, that as divine providence had given to the
Jews a Hebrew, and to the Greeks a Greek original, it
was reasonable to suppose that the Latin church enjoyed
a similar favour, and that the Spirit of God who had
dictated the sacred” volume to the heavenly penmen,
had in the same supernatural manner presided over the
translation.® Such cogent reasoning could nat be re-
sisted ; the Vulgate was undoubtedly divine! But as
the want of a correct and standard impression of that
version was universally acknowledged, six persons were
appointed to examine and collate copies, and prepare a
new edition before the termination of the council.®3

82 Sarpi, lib. ii. 5. 51. Pallav. lib. vi. c. 12, 15.

83The labours of this committee soon closed, us it was ascertained
that the whele proceedin%)hnd displeased the Pope. After the ter.
mination of the council, Pius IV. employed many learned men ia
preparing a correct edition of the Vulgate. His suceessor, Pius V-
coutinued the undertaking. 'The book was published by Sixtus V.
in 1590. “This active and resolute pontiff not only assembled
round him a number of the most learned and acute linguists and
critics, but ardentl‘y and personally engaged in the examination of
the work himself.”” He read the whoFe before it was committed to
the press, read it over again aa it passed through the press, and when
it was all printed off re-examined it, and corrected it anew. This
editian was accompanied by a bull, enjoining its universal recep-
tion, and forbidding the slightest alterations, under pain of the most
dreadful anathemas. But it was scarcely published before it was
discovered to abound with errors, and was uickly called in. A
more correct edition wag issued by Clement 1’11!. m 1592, accom.
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The rightof interpreting Seripture was then debated.
Here, too, different and opposite opinions were express-
ed. Some few were willing to leave she liberty of inter-
Ppretation unmolested ; among them was the cardinal of
Trent. * Others thought that this popular license ought
ta be controlled, or there would be no end to disputes.
Cardinal Pacheco wished to restrict the privilege to
Masters of Arxts or Doctors. Soto thought that in mat-
ters of faith noliberty should be granted, but that on
questionsrelating to manners and ceremonies men might
be allowed some latitude of interpretation. Richard du
Mans, a Franciscan, was not ashamed to say. that the
scholastic divines had so well explained the doctrines of
Christianity that it was nolonger necessary totake them
from the inspired volume; that though the Scriptures
were formerly read in churches for the instruction of
the people, they were now only uséd in the devotionad
exercises of public worship, and ought to be confined to
that use; and at any rate that* the study of Scripture
should be prohibitéd to all who were not versed in scho-
lastic divinity ; for the Lutherans had only succeeded
with those-who had been accustomed to read the Scrip-
tures.®4 The decision of the council, as might have
been expected, was not in favour of freedom.

The decree, as passed at the fourth session, was di-
vided into two parts:— '

“I. Of the Canonical Scriptures.

¢Phe sacred, holy, cumenical and general council
of Trent, lawfully assembled in the Holy Spirit, the
three before mentionted legates of the *Apostilic See
presiding “therein ; having constantly in view the re-

panied by a similar bull. An edition still further improved left the

ress in 1593. The difference between these editions is very consi-
derable. - “ Dr. James, in his ¢ Bellum Papale,’ notices 2000 va-
riations, some of whole verses, and many others clearly and decided-
ly contradictory to each other. Yet both editions were respectively
lf;cla.red to be authentic by the same plenitude of knowledge and
power, and both guarded against the least alteration by the same
tremendous excommunication.” Townley’s Illustrations of Biblical
Literature, vol. ii. 487—495. . ‘

84 Sarpi, lib. ii. s. 52.

5.
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moval of error and the preservation of the purity of the
gospel in the church, which gospel, promised before hy
the prophets in thg sacred Scriptures, was first orally
published by our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
who afterwards commanded it to be preached by his
apostles to every creature, as the source of all saving
truth and discipline ; and perceiving that this.truth and
discipline are contained both in written books and in
unwritten traditions, which have come down to us, ei-
ther received by the apostles from the lip of Christ him-
self, or transmitted by the hands of the same apostles,
under the dictation of the Holy Spirit; following the
example of the orthodox fathers, doth receive and re-
verence, with equal piety and veneration, all the books,
as well of the Old as of the New Testament, the same
God being the author of both—and also the aforesaid
traditions, pertaining both to faith and manners, whe-
ther received from Christ himself, or dictated by the
Holy Spirit and preserved in the Catholic church by
continual succession. Moreover, lest any doubt should
arise respecting the sacred books which are received by
the council, it has been judged proper to insert a list of
them in the present decree. * .
“They are these: of the OLp TESTAMENT, the five
books of Moses, viz. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Num-
bers, and Deuteronomy ; Joshua; Judges; Ruth; four
books of Kings; two books of Chronicles; the first and
second of Esdras (the latter is called Nehemiah;) Tobit
Judith; Esther; Job; the Psalms of David, in number
150; the Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; the Song of Songs;
Wisdom ; Ecclesiasticus; Isaiah; Jeremiah, with Ba-
ruch ; Ezekiel ; Daniel ; the twelve minor Prophets, viz.
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Mala-
chi; and two books of Maccabees, the first and second.
Of the New TEsTAMENT, the four Gospels, according
to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; the Acts of the
Apostles written by the Evangelist Luke ; fourteen Epis-
tles of the Apostle Paul, viz. to the Romans, two to
the Corinthians, to the Galatians, to the Ephesians, to
the Philippians, to the Colpssians, two to the Thessa-
lonians, two to Timothy, to Titus, to Philemon, and to
the Hebrews; two of the Apostle Peter; three of the
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Apostle John; one of the Apostle James; one of the
Apostle Jude; and the Revelation of the Apostle John.
‘Whoever shall not receive, as sacred and canonical, all
these books, and every part of them, as they are com-
monly read in the Catholic Church, and are contained
in the old Vulgate Latin edition, or shall knowingly and
deliberately despise the aforesaid traditions, let him be
accursed. The foundation being thus laid in the con-
fessionof faith, all may understand the manner in which
the council intends to proceed, and what proofs and
authorities will be principally used in establishing doc-
trine and restoring.order in the church.

“IL Of the Edition and use of the Sacred Books.

t Moreover, the same most holy council, considering
that no smell advantage will accrue to the church of
God, if, of all the Latin editions of the Sacred Book
which are in circulation, some one shall be distinguished
as that. which ought to be regarded as authentic—doth
ordain and declare, that the same old and Vulgate edi-
tion, which has been approved by its use in the church
for so many ages, shall be held as authentic, in all pub-
lic lectures, disputations, sermons, and expositions; and
that no one shall dare or presume to reject it, under any
pretence whatsoever.

“In order to restrain petulant minds, the council fur-
ther decrees, that in matters of faith and morals and
whatever relates to the maintenance of Christian doc-~
trine, no one, confiding in his own judgment, shall
dare to wrest the sacred Scriptures to his own sense of
them, contrary to that which hath been held and still
is held by holy mother church, whose right itis to judge
of the true meaning and interpretation of Sacred Writ;
or contrary to the.unanimous consent of the fathers;
even though such interpretations should never be pub-
lished. If any disobey, let them be denounced by the
ordinaries, and punished according to law. .

#Being desirous also, as is reasonable, of setting
bounds to the printers, who with unlimited boldness,
supposing themselves'at liberty to do as they please,
print editions of the Holy Scriptures with notes and ex-
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positions taken indifferently from any writer without the
permission of their ecclesiastical superiors, and that at
a concealed or falsely-designated press, and, which is
‘worse, without the name of the author—and also rashly
expose books of this nature to sale in other countries;
the holy council decrees and ordains, that for the fiiture
the sacred Secriptures and especially the old Vulgate
edition shall be printed in the.most correct manner pos-
sible; and no one shall be permitted to print or cause
to be printed any books relating to religion without the
name of the author; neither shall any one hereafter sell
such books, or even retain them in his possession, un-
less they have been first examined and approved by the
ordinary, under penalty of anathema, and the pecuniary
fine adjudged by the last council of Lateran.®s And if
they be regulars, they shall obtain, besides:this examin-
ation and approval, the license of their superiors, who
shall examine the books according to the forms of their
statutes. Those who circulate or publish them in ma-
nuscript without being examined and approved, shall be
liable to the same penalties as the printers; and those
who possess or read them, unless they declare the au-
thors of them, shall themselves be considered as the
author. The approbation of books of this description
shall be given in writing, and shall be placed in due
form on the title-page of the book, whether manuscript
or printed; and the whole, that is, the examination and
_the approval, shall be gratuitous, that what is deserving
may be approved; and what is unworthy may be re-
jected. - :

“Finally, the holy council wishing to repress the
audacity of those who apply and pervert words and
sentences of Holy Scripture to profane uses, making
them serve for railleries, vain and fabulous applications,
flatteries, detractions, superstitions, impious and diabo-
lical incantations, divinations, lots, and infamous libels;

8 A.D.1515. The decree of that council was to this effect;
that no book whatever should be printed without examination and
license by the blslxo‘i), his deputy, or an inquisitor; and that those
who offended should forfeit the whole impression of the book printed.
which should be publicly burnt, pay a fine of 100 ducats, be sus-
pended from the exercise of their trade for one year, and lie under
€excommunication !
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commands and ordains, in order to abolish this kind of
irreverence and contempt, and to prevent any one from
daring for the future to abuse the words of Scripture in
this or any similar way, that such persons shall be pu-
nished at the discretion of the Bishops, as wilful vio-
laters of the word of God, in the manner prescribed by
law." 88

This decree was received by Protestants with undis-
sembled grief and indignation. They were justly of-
fended by the presumption of an assembly so inconsi-
derable in numbers, and containing so few men of talent
and learning.®” To place tradition on an equality with
Scripture, was in their opinion an act of daring impiety.
They were surprised to hear, that several books which
had ever been regarded as of doubtful authority, and
had only received the sanction of some provincial coun-
cils and of two or three popes, should now, without
examination, be ranked among the acknowledged pro-
ductions of inspired men, and constituted portions of
the Sacred Volume. Great astonishment, too, was ex-
cited at the decision respecting the Vulgate, in which
that version, though confessed to abound with errors,
was made the authoritative and sole standard of
faith and morals, to the neglect of the original Greek
and Hebrew Scriptures. Nor were the free spirits of
the sixteenth century less indignant that so insignificant
a company of priests and monks should endeavour, in
defiance of the existing struggle for freedom, to .crush
the germ ‘of inquiry, to strengthen the bonds which had
held the nations so long, and to cast the mantle of ig-
norance over the population of a whole continent. All

86 Sarpi, lib. ii. 8. 56. Pallav. lib, vi. s. 16. Pallavicini says
that a committee which had been appointed to inquire into the
abuses of the Scriptures, and suggest suitable remedies, presenteda
Jong report, containing an immense catalogue of these alleged cor-
ruptions. It was [ike the Augean Stable; nothing short of a flood
could cleanse away the filth. The fathers shrunk from the burden-
some task, and contented themselves with a decree couched in gene-
ral terms. In thése abuses were probably included Seripture
“ Plays,” and the ancient * Mysteries” and ‘ Moralities,” of which
Dr. Townley has) given a curious and interesting account in his
“Ilustrations of Biblical Literature,” i. p. 410--436. .

87 There were present at the fourth session, eight archbishope,
forty-one bishops, abbots, and six generals of orders,
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men saw the futility of those hopes which -had been
indulged in a general council; for it was evident that
the fathers at Trent were determined to alter nothing in
the established system of popery, and had only met to
confirm by the sanction of the pretended Universal

Church the unscriptural tenets and anti-christian prac-
tices of Rome. 88

The decree is sufficiently plain,'and therefore needs
no comment. A few facts and observations will, how-
ever, serve to place the subject in a still more striking
point-of view. . . .

. 1. It must be borne in mind that when the Roman
Catholic speaks of the Scriptures he means thereby thie
Vulgate Latin edition, or the Douay and Rhemish trans-
lations, having the apocryphal books intermingled with
the rest.#® This is"his bible, and this, together with
tradition, constitutes his rule of faith. “ All the doc-

88 The celebrated Bernard Gilpin had been hesitating between
Popery and Protestantism, but the publication of thisdecree decided
him for the latter. “ While he was distracted with these things, the
rule of faith changed by the council of Trentastonished him.  For
he observed, that not only the aneient divines, but even the modern
‘ones, Lombard, Scotus, and Aquinas; all confessed that the rule of
faith was solely to be drawn from Scripture; whereas he found,
according to the council of Trent, that it might as well be drawn
from human traditions. . . ...The church of Rome kept the rule of
faith entire till it was changed by the couneil of Trent. From that
time he thought it & point of duty to forsake her communijon; that
the true charch, thus called out, might follow the word of God.”
Life of Bernard Gilpin, p. 69. Glasgow, 1824, . '

89 “The next example I shall adduce is that of Toby, the father
of young Toby, whose eonduct, as well in his youth as in his more
advanced age, the Scripture declares to be worthy our admiration.”
Catholic School Book, p. 136. .

,'The following is.the order of the books of the Old Testament in
the authorised Roman Catholic version :—* Genesis—Exodus—-Le-
viticus—Numbers — Deuteronomy—Josue—~Judges—Ruth--1 Kings

1 Samuel]—2 Kings [2 Samuel]—3 Kings [1 Kings] 4 Kings

2 Kings]--1_ Paralipomenon [Chronicles]—2 Paralipomenon—
1 Esdras gEzta]——Q “sdras [ Nehewiah ]— Tobias—Judith—~Esther
with the additional chapters—Jub—-Psalms-——Proverbs—FEcclesiastes
—~=Song of Songs—The Book of Wisdom— Ecclesiasticus—Tsainos—Je-

o0t Lamentati Baruch—Ezeki¢l—Daniel, including the
Song of the three children, Susanna, and the story of Bel and the
Dragon--Ose [ Hosea]--Joel—Amos—Abdias [ Obadiah]—Jonas
—Micheas [Micab ]—Nahum--Habacuc—Sophonias [ Zephanias]—
ﬁg'gias [Haggai]—Zacharias--Malachias--1 Machabees—2 M
”
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trines of Christianity,” (say the writersof the catechism
or the council.of Trent) “are derived from the word of
God, which inclides Scripture and ‘Tradition) 90
Again: “H we would bave the whole rule of christian
faith and practice, we must not be content with those
Scriptures which Timothy knew from his infancy, that
is, with the Old Testament alone; nor yel with the New
Testament, without taking along with it the traditions
of the apostles, and the interpretation of the church, to
which the apostles delivered both the book and the
true meaniong of it.”e? ’

Tradition is of the utmost importance to the Papist.
It answers many an objection, and stands in the place
of argument and evidence. There are in the Roman
Catholic church many opinions and practices for which,
confessedly, no warrant can be produced from the in-
spired volume. But where Scripture is silent, tradition
speaks. “Such and such things’ a Protestant may
argue, “are not authorized by the word of God; what
mean ye by this service?’  To this the true Catholic
‘has a ready reply, “ We have received them by tradi-
tion from the apostles” Do you ask for evidence?
The only answer to be obtained is, “ The priests have
told us so—their predecessors gave the same instrue-
tions to our fathers; and so by continual succession
these things have come to us from the apostles” In
vain do you urge the great probability of mistake, and
the uncértainty attending oral communications; in vain
do you ask for proof: written documents, the source of
proof in other cases, are out of the question; and be-
sides, the church has decreed that tradition has the same
authority as the written word, and fulminated its curse
against all impugners| :

The rise of this system of tradition is easily accounted
for. Those who had seen and heard the apostles na-
tutally treasured up in their memories many of their
observations and opinions, and brought them forward in
support of their sentiments. Great attention would be

aid to a man who could affirm, “I heard the apostle
%aul, or Peter, say so and s0.” In process of time the

90 Page 7. ‘ )
91 Noteon 2 Tim. iii. 16. Roman Catholic authorized Versior
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true words of the apostles, by passing through so many
hands, would be corrupted and gradually lost; for it is
utterly impossible to preserve for any lengthened period
what i3 dependent on oral tradition. Nevertheless, the
plea was found too advantageous to be suffered to die
away. When new opinions were broached, and new
rites invented, an alleged apostolical tradition supplied
the place of scriptural authority; the decree of some
council secured its reception; and all objection would
soon beé silenged by the dread of incurring the vengeance
of “Holy Church.” But there is one who has said,
“Ye have made the commandment of God of none
effect by your tradition.” e
2. The unrestrained perusal of the Scriptures, in the
vernacular tongue, is regarded by the Romish church as
pregnant with danger, and is as much as possible pre-
_vented. “It is manifest from experience,” say they,
“that if the. Holy Bible, translated into ‘the vulgar
tongue, be indiscriminately allowed to every one, the
temerity of men will cause more evil than good to arise
from it.”?2 Similar assertions have been uttered in
papal bulls from that time to the present, and such still
continue to be the acknowledged and recorded senti-
ments of Roman Catholics.?? The famous bull. Uznz-
&genitus, issued by Clement XL against. the Jansenists,

92 Fourth Rule of the “ Con, ﬁation of the Index.”

93 Pius VIIL. writing to the bishop of Gnezn in 1816, calls
the Bible Society a-* most crafty device, by which the very founda-
tions of religion are undermined,” a “ pestilence,” and “ defilement
of the faith, most imminently dangerous to souls.” Leo XII in
1824, speaking of the same-institution, says that it *strolls with
effrontery throughout-the world, contemning the traditions of the
Holy Fathers, and contrary to the well known decree of the council
of 'l.zrant, labours with all its mifht, and by every means, to trans-
late, or rather to pervert, the Holy Bible into the vulgar languages
of every nation ; from which proceeding it is greatly to be feared
that what is ascertained to have happened to some passages, may
also occur with regard to others; to wit, that by a perverse inter-
pretation, the gospel of Christ be turned into a human gospel, or
what is still worse, into the gospel of the devil.” The Irish Roman
Catholic prelates, to whom this was written, publicly avowed their
full concurrence with the Pope’s views, and cﬁarged their flocks to
surrender to the parish priests all copies of the Scriptares received
from Bible Societies, as well as all publications disseminated by the
Religious Tract Societg. See the Encyclical Letter of Pope Leo
the 12th, pp. 16, 54--57. :
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{A. D. 1713) condemns sundry propositions drawn from
Father Quesnel's “Moral Reflections on the New Tes-
tament,” which it stigmatizes as ‘“false, captious, shock-
ing, offensive to pious ears, scandalous, pernicious, rash,
seditious, impious, blasphemous.” The reader will be
astounded to learn that among the propositions so un-
mercifully condemned are these; that ‘it is useful and
necessary, at all times, in all places, and for. all sorts of
persons, to study and know the spirit, piety, and mys-
teries of the Holy Scripture;” - that *“the reading of the
Holy Scripture is-for every body”’—that “the Lord's day
ought to be sanctified by Christians in reading pious
books, and above all the Holy Scriptures!!9¢ This
can only be equalled by the “ Declaration of the Ca-
tholic Bishops, the Vicars Apostolic, and their coad-
jutorsin Britain.” Thus they write: *When the read-
ing and the circulation of the Scriptures are urged and
recommended as,the entire rule of faith, as the sole
means by which men are to be brought to the certain
and specific knowledge of the doctrines, precepts, and
institutions of Christ! and when the Scriptures so read
and circulated are left to the interpretation and private
judgment of each individual; then such reading, circu-
lation, and interpretation, are forbidden by the Catholic
church, because the Catholic church knows that the
circulation of the Scriptures, and the interpretation of
them by each one’s private judgment, was not the means
ordained by Christ for the communication of the true
knowledge of his law to all nations—she knows that
Christianity was established in many countries before
one book of the New Testament was written—that it
was not by means of the Scriptures, that the apostles
"and their successors converted nations, or any one na-
tion to the unity of the Christian faith—that the unau-
thorized reading and circulation of the Scriptares, and
the interpretation of them by private judgment, are cal-
culated to lead men to contradictory doctrines on the
primary articles of Christian belief; to inconsistent
forms of worship, which cannot all be constituent parts
of the uniform and sublime system of Christianity; to

94 Bullarium Romanum, tom. vém p. 118. Luxemburg, 1727
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error and fanaticism in religion, and to sedilions and
the greatest disorders in states and kingdoms!’ 5

3. When the Roman Catholic reads the sacred vo-
lume, it is not with him the exercise of an undoubted
and inalienableright. He has received permission from

“his confessor; a great privilege is conceded to him,

which he may assuredly expect will be taken away, if
he ventures to assert his freedom, and presumes to think
for himself. Tradition explains Scripture! the church is
the depository of tradition, “the living, speaking judge,
to watch over and explain the rule of faith in all mat.
ters of controversy,”?¢ and the priest is the representa-
tive and interpreter of the church. The law in this case
made and provided is contained in the decree; to which
may be added a further extract from the fourth rule of
the Congregation of the.Index:—*“It is, on this point,
referred to the judgment of the bishops or inquisitors,
who may, by the advice of the priest or confessor, per-
mit the reading of the Bible translated into the vulgar .
tongue by Catholic authors to those persons whose faith
and piety, they apprehend, will be augmented, and
not injured by 1t ; and this permission they must have
in wnting. Butif any one shall have the presumption
to read or possess it without such written permission
he shall not receive absolution until he have first deli-

95 Declaration, p. 8. A cunning device is mentioned by Mr.
Fisk, an American Missionary. hen at Alexandria, in Egypt,
he fell into the company of a Roman Cathalic priest. * He showed
me a Catholic prayer-book in English, and also what he called the
Bible in Italian. It was the History of the ‘Bible, written in other
words, with omissions, abbreviations, and comments. I have seen
a similar work in French, called ‘ The Bible Ro;eam'nont.’ The

eneral plan of these works is much like that of Jameson’s Sacred
istory. The fathers aré continually quoted as aunthorities in sup-
ort of the expositions given. The grand fault respecting these
Eooks is, that the priests give them to the people under the name of
the Bible, and the latter often do not know that ‘there is ag{ other
Bible, or that these books differ in any respect from the real Secrip-
tares,” (Bond’s Life of Fisk, p. 175.) No, the whole Bible as it
s, must be by all means kept from the people. Probably this is
the reason of the high price of the Roman Catholic Scriptures: the
entire volume costs a guinea. It is obvious that with the lower’
classes this operates as an absolute prohibition.
96 Miiner’s End of Controversy, p. 56.
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vered up such bible to the ordinary.”*7 The confession
is in perfect accordance with the law; “I also admit
the sacred Scriptures, according to the sense which the
holy mother church has held, and does hold, to whom
it belongs to judge of the true sense and interpretation
of the Holy Scriptures; nor will I ever take or interpret
them otherwise, than according to the unanimous con-
sent of the fathers.” o® :

An individual may stand so high'in the favour of his
confessor as to obtain the privilege of reading the Scrip-
tures. But he must not presume to choose a version
for himself. Luther, Cranmer, Beza, Doddridge, Camp-
bell, Macknight, &c. &c. are prohibited authors; he
must neither read nor possess their books, on pain of
excommunication. None but “authenti¢” and “ap-
proved” versions are permitted him; that is, none but
the Vulgate Latin, or Roman Catholic translations of
it; if othertranslations are sometimes allowed, it is only
to “learned and pious men,” and that they may ‘“use
them merely as elucidations of the -Vulgate version.”¢¢
And then as to the interpretation. Let not such a one
imagine that he may exercise the powers of his own
mind. The work is done already to his hands. He
may be a good classical scholar, profoundly versed in
Greek and Hebrew, well fead in Jewish antiquities,
thoroughly acquainted with oriental customs, the best
critic of his age; but wo be to him, especially if he
happen to live in Italy or Spain, if he presume to em-
ploy his stores of knowledge in investigating the sense
of Scripture, or dare to bring to the light, even though
it should not go heyond the precincts of his own study,
any interpretation different fromwhat was promulgated
by the 'Holy Fathers, hundreds of years before he ‘was
born.. "He is taught “in all hard; obscure, and indis-
putable points, to refer all to the arbitration of the

97 This is not an obsolete enaetment; it is in full force at the
present time. “The Catholics in England, of mature years, have
permission to read authentic and approved translations of the Holy
Scriptures, with explanatory notes; and are exhorted to read them
in the spirit of piety, humility, and obedience.” Declaration, &c.
ut supra. -

98 Pope Pius’s Creed.

99 Third rule of the Congregation of the Index. -
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chureh, to the judgment of those whom God has ap-
pointed pastors and teachers; never presuming to con-
tend, control, teach or talk of his own sense and fancy
in deep questions of divinity, and high mysteries of
faith; but expecting the sense of those from the lips of
the priest, who shall keep knowledge, and from whose
mouth they shall require the law.”?

4. Whereas the church of Rome accuses Protestants
of perverting and corrupting the word of God, it is easy
to prove that the charge may be retorted with triumph-
ant success. .

The insertion of an intermingled Apocrypha. is in it
self sufficient proof of the correctness of this affirmation.
And it is further confirmed by the care that has been
manifestly taken to render the translation of the Scrip-
tures a vehicle for the diffusion of Popish tenets. One
specimen will suffice: the word *repentance’ is almost
invariably translated “penance,” even in the Old Tes-
tament, where, it must be confessed, it sounds oddly
enough; for instance, “ Therefore I reprehend myself,
and do penance in dust and ashes,” Job. xlii. 6. “If
the wicked do penance for all the sins . which he hath
committed,’! &c. Ezek. xviii. 21. . “If they do pe-
nance in their heart in the place of their captivity,” &e.
1 Kings viii. 47. “ Do penance, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand,” Mat. iv. 17]. “that they should
do penance, and turn to God, doing works worthy of
penance,”. Acts xxvi. 20. The design of this rendering
i8 obvious.? . ’

1 Gother’s Papist Misrepresented, &e. p. 31.

2 The following note on Rom. iv. 7, 8, 18 an affecting instance of
penm of the wo;ihzf God. fm‘gtm

“ are se iniquities are iven, and whose siny
are covered, Th':tei’s, blessed are those who, by doing penance, have
obtained pardon and remission of their sins, and are covered ;
that is, newly clothed with the habit of grace, and vested with the
stole of chanty. .

¢ Blessed is the man to whom the Lord Rathnot tmpuud sin. That
is, blessed is the man who hath retained his baptismal innocence;
that no grievons sin can be imputed to him. And likewise, blessed
is the man, who, after falling into sin, hath done penance and leads
a virtuous life by frequenting the sacraments necessary for obminin§
the grace to prevent a relapse, that sin is no more imputed to him,

Cathalic Version. :
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The suppression of the second commandment, in
which the worship of images- is prohibited, is usually
considered. as one article of accusation against the Ro-
man Catholic church. The fact is this: the first and
second precepts of the decalogue are blended into one,
and the tenth is divided into twg. This division is
adopted, they say, in deference to the authority of Au:
gustine; be this as it may, it answers their purpose.
In catechisms, spelling-books, and small works for the
instruction of the young, the decalogue is often given in
an abridged form, by which arrangement -the second
commandment (that is, our second commandment,) is
entirely kept out of sight: thus— :

1. “I am the Lord thy God; thou shalt have no
strange gods before me.

2. “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy
‘God in vain. |
. “ Remember that thoy keep holy the Sabbath-day.
“ Honour thy father and thy mother. :

# Thou shalt not kill..

“Thou shalt not commit adultery.

“Thou shalt not steal. - L

“Thou shalt not bear false witness against ‘thy
neighbour.

9. “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife..

10. “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's goods.”

This is copied from Butlers. Ctaechism; e work ex-
tensively used in Ireland. * A similar abridgment of the
decalogue is inserted in the spelling-book commonly
found in’Italian schools, but with this difference, that
the fourth commandment is omitted as well as the
second, and that instead of the injunction to observe
the Sabbath, the young Italian reads, *‘Remember to
keep holy the days of festivals 1”3

The following fact is perhaps known only to few; it
deserves some imperishable record. In the year 1685,
Louis XIV. revoked the Edict of Nantes, deprived the

0N oS o

3 Gilly's T'ravels in Piedmont, p. 167. Grahame’s * Three Month's
Residence in the mountains east of Rome,"” J: 238. It is observ-
able, that though the tenth commandment is thus split into two, the
two are again blended into one in the explanations given in Roman
Catholic Catechisms. Is not this a tacit confession that the division
is untenable ? o
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Protestants of their civil and religious privileges, and
forced hundreds of thousands of them to leave their
native land, and seek an asylum where they might wor-
ship God without molestation and restraint. But it was
soon found that Protestantism, though oppressed, was
not destroyed. A new line of policy was then adopted.
The Papists saw that they could not prevent the scrip-
tures from being read, and therefore resolved to force
the sacred volume itself into their service, by the most
audacious corruptions and interpolations. An edition
of the New Testament was published, so translated,
that o Roman Catholic might find in it explicit state-
ments of - the peculiar dogmas of his church. The
book was printed at Bordeaux, in 1686. It was enti-
tled, *“ The New Testament of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Translated from Latin into French, by the divines of
Louvain:” and the attestation of the archbishop of
Bordeaux was prefixed to it, assuring the reader that it
was “carefully revised and corrected.” Two doctors in
divinity of the university of the same place also recom-
mended it as useful to all those, who, with permission of
their superiors, might read it. A few quotations will
show the manner in which the work was executed, and
the object which the translators had in view.

In the summary of the “contents” of Matthew xxvi.
Mark xiv. and Luke xxii. it is said that those chapters
contain the account of the “institution of the mass!”
Acts xiii.-2. (“as they ministered to the Lord and
fasted”) is thus rendered—*“as they offered to the Lord
the sacrifice of the ‘mass, and fasted,” &c. 'In Acts
xi. 30, and other places, where our English version has
the word “elders,” this edition has * priests.”

A practice that has proved very productive of gain to
the priesthood, is made scriptural in the following man-
ner *And his father and mother went every year in
pilgrimage to Jerusalem,” Lukeii. 41. * Andnotonly
so, but also he was appointed by the churches the com-
panion of our pilgrimage,” 2 Cor. viii. 19. “Beloved,
thou actest as a true believer in all that thou doest
towards the brethren, and towards the pilgrims”—
3 John 5.

Tradition is thus introduced :—Ye keep my com-
mandments, as I left them with you by ¢radition,” 1 Cor.
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xi. 2. “The falth, which has been once given to the
saints by tradition.”” Jude 5.

That the Roman Catholic mightbe able to prove that
marriage is a sacrament, he was furnished with these
rendenngs:—* To those who are joined together in the
sacrament of marriage, 1 command,” &c. 1 Cor. vii.
10.. #Do not join yourselves in the sacrament of mar-
riage with unbelievers.” 2 Cor. vi. 14.

1 Cor. ix. 5, is so directly opposed to the constrained
celibacy of the clergy, that we can scarcely wonder st
finding an addition to the text: it stands thus—* Have
we not power to lead about a sister, a-woman to serve us
in the gospel, and to remember us with her goods, as the
other apostles,” &c.

In support of kuman merit, the translation of Heb.
xiii. 16. may be quoted—“ We obtain merit towards God
by such sacrifices.”

Purgatory could not be introduced but by a dxrect
interpolation : “ He himself shall be saved, yet in all
cases as by the fire of purgatory.” 1 Cor.iil 15.

Many other passages might be noticed. * Him only
shalt thou serve with latria,” i. e. with the worship spe-
cially and solely due to God: this additiori was evident-
ly made to prevent the text being urged against the in-
vocation of the saints; Luke iv. 8. “Many of those
who believed, came 2o confess and declare their sins.’—
Acts xix. 18.. “ After a procession of seven daysround

it.” Heb. xi. 30. “Beware, lest being led away with
others, by the error of the wicked heretics” &c. 2 Pet,
iii. 17. “7There is some sin which is not mortal, but
venial” 1 John v. 17. “And round about the throne
there were twenty-four thrones, and on. the thrones
twenty-four priests seated, all clothed with albs.” Rev.
iv.' 4. The ald, it will bererollected, is part of the offi-
cial attire of a Roman Catholic priest.

But the most flagrant interpolation occurs in 1 Tim.
iv. 1—3. “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in
the latter times some will separate themselves from the
Roman faith, giving themselves up to spirits of error,
and to doctrines taught by devils. Speaking false
things through hypocrisy, having also the conscienr
cauterised. Condemning the sacrament of marria
the abstinence from meats, which God hath cre:
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for the fanhful and for those who have known the
truth, to receive them with thanksgiving.”

Such was the Bordeaux New Testament. Whether
it was actually translated by the divines of Louvain is
doubtful. This is certain, however, that it was printed
by the royal and university printer, and sanctioned by
dignitaries of the church. It is proper to add, that the
Roman Catholics were saon convinced of the folly. of
their conduct, in thus tampering with the inspired vo-
lume. To avoid the just odium brought on their cause
by this wicked measure, they have endeavoured to de-
stroy- the whale edition. In consequence, the book is
now exoessively scarce;4

“Every one that doeth evil hateth the light, nenher
eometh to the light, lest lns deeds should be reprov:
Jobn iii. 20,

,4 But foyr copies are known to exist in this eountry. One is in
;he library of the dean and ehapter of Durham ; another is possess.
ed by the Duke of Devonshire ; a third is in the archiepiscepal li-
b at Lambeth ; and the fourth is in the possession of his R.o
Highness the Duke of Sugsex, who most condescendingly permnt-
ted the writer to, visit lnswlunble library, for lhe purpose of
muung the book



CHAPTER 1V.
ORIGINAL SIN.

Debates on the Rigltt of the Regularsto preach and deliver Leetum
—Treatmeént of the Bishop of Feesuli—Debates oa Original Sin
—the immaculate Conception of the Virgin—Firra Szssion—
Decres on Original Sia.

Wmm the Pope received the decrees of the fourth ses-
sion, perceiving the increasing importance of the coun-
ci}, he augmented the number of the cardinals, to whose
care its affairs were committed, directing them to watch
its proceedings very narrowly; and he wrote to the le-
gates, strictly enjoining them not to suffer any thing to
be decided which had not been first sent to Rome, and
there examined and approved.

A subject in which most of the fathers were persona.l-
1y interested, came next under discussion. This was
the right to preach and deliver lectures on divinity.—
The bishops claimed the sole prerogative to provide for
the wants of the church in these respects, and complain-
ed bitterly of the usurpations of the regulars, especially
the mendicant orders, whose overgrown power had been
long regarded with ill-suppressed indignation. The
Pope was too well convinced. of the justice of their pre-
tensions, to think of offering an unqualified resistance;
nevertheless, his regard to the religious orders, whose
devotedness to the Roman See was of essential importe
ance to his interests, induced him to charge the legates
to exert themselves to the utmost, that the bishopse
might be gratified at as little expense as possible to their
rivals.

The debates on this subject were distinguished by
great violence and disorder. The prelates stated their
grievances in strong, and not always in temperate lan-
guage; but none were so bold asthe bishop of Feesuli. He
exhorted his brethren to be mindful of the duties of their
office; he complained of tha intrusion of the regular
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into the dioceses, and of the liberty they had to preach
in the monasteries, and even ventured to describe them
as wolves, who had entered into the sheepfold, but not
by the door. He besought the fathers, by all that was
sacred, not to suffer these abuses any longer; if they
neglected this opportunity, he would appeal to the tribu-
nal of God himself, before which he would stand inno-
cent in this matter, but that on their heads would be the
blood of the people. It was observed, an the other side,
that the prelates had no reason to find fault with that
which was the consequence of their neglect; that if the
duties of public instruction had been properly discharged
by them, the regulars would have confined themselves
to the more private exercises of religion ; that to their
own ignorance and idleness the present state of things
was mainly attributable; and that they could not justly
complam since, while the monks bore theburden of their
ministry, they themselves retamed all its gains and ho-
nours.

The bishop of Fesuli renewed the discussion on a
subsequent occasion. He said that there was great want
of liberty in the council, and that attempts were daily
made to diminish the power and authority of the pre-
lates, whom he besought, in the name df Jesus Christ,
ot to suffer themselves to be so shamefully treated, but
to resolve on the restoration of their pristine dxgmt —~—
The legates heard this address with great impatience.
De Monte told the speaker, that his appeal to the tribu-
nalof God at a former meeting savoured of heresy. Pole
followed in the same strain, though with much aﬂ'ected
moderation: he hoped that in futtre such declamatlons
would not be heard, for they only tended to excite dis-
vord-ahd sedition. ' “A man cannot hold his tongue,”
said the tnshop, 4 4Hen he sees that he is robbed.® But
tie soon found ‘it hecessary to hlter histone. - De Monte
sent a copy of ‘his speech to Rome, and at the next meet-
ing inveighed most angrily against it; denounced it as
ealumnious, insulting, sediuous and schlsmatlcal and
excited so much feeling among the fathers, ‘that the
poor ll’)’whop was fain to humble hlmself ond ask forgive-
nesg |8

5 Pallav. lib. vii. c. 4. Sarpi, lib. %, s, 61.
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A decree was framed, but it was so difficult to give
general satisfaction, that it was many timesaltered and
amended. In the course of the debates, Seripand, ge-
neral of the Augustines, spoke largely on the causes of
the alleged encroachments of the regulars, He remark-
ed that the liberty of preaching had been enjoyed by
them for 300 years; and that if the bishops designed
to restore the primitive state of the church, and under-
take personally the work of public instruction, their re-
solve was indeed to be cominended: but it would nat
be so easy of execution as they imagined. He con-
tended that moderp prelates required very different
qualifications from those which ‘'were nccessary in the
early ages of christianity; that now they must unders
stand the civil and canon law, and be versed in politics,
and the business of courts, and the arts of government;
that these studies and engagements equally unfitted
them for the patient investigation of theological truth,
and for the duties of the christian ministry; that, ont
the other hand, the regulars were unencumbered by
worldly matters, and wholly devoted to divinity; ‘and
that it would be unjust to deprive them of privileges
which had been conceded by successive pontiffs?.

The legates succeeded at last in maturing a plan, in
which the contending parties severally acquiesced. The
regulars were to be prohibited from preaching in churches
not belonging to their order, without a bishop’s license;
in their own churches, the license of their superiors

6 To preach God's worde is to much for halfo a man. And to
wminister a temporall kingdouie is to much for halfe a man also,
Either other requireth an whole man. One therefore cannot well do
both. He that avengeth himselfe on every trifle is not mete to
preach the patience of Christ, how that a man oughtto forgeve and
to sufferallthynges. He thatis overwhelmed with all maner riches,
and doth hutseeke more dayly, is not meete to preach povertie. He
that will obey no man, is not mete to preach how we ought to obey
all men. Peter saith, Acta vi. ¢ It is not meete that we should leave
the word of God, and serve at the tables.’ Paule sayth in the ixth
chapter of the first Corinth. ‘ Wo is me if [ preach not:’ a terible
saying, verely, for popes, cardinals, and byshoppes. If he had said,
¢ &oie unto me, if I fight not, and move princes unto warre, or if
I encrease not 8. Peter’s patrimonie’ (as they call it), it had beena
more easy saying for them.'—Tyndal’s Obedience of @ Christian
Man, Works, 124.

7 Pallav. lib. vii. c. 5. 8. 9~-12.



12 ORIGINAL SIN.

would suffice, which, however, was to be presented to
the bishop, whose blessing they were directed to ask,
and ‘who was empowered to proceed against them,
they predched heresy or acted in a disorderly manner.
But this privilege was clogged with a elause, enacting~
that the bishops exercised their power “as delegates of
the holy see!” 'Thus the Pope gave with one hand
what he took away with the other;, and fastened the
ehains of bondage while he seemed to bestow freedonr.
The qualifying clause continued 10 be uged in the sub-
sequent proceedings of the council, whenever the preten-
sions of the prelates appeared to clash with the prero-
gatives of the holy father.® .

Agreeably to the resolution which had been passed,
to treat of doctrine and reformation at the same time,
the legates proposed for consideration the doctrine of
original sin. The fathers determined to discuss this
subject methodically. They distributed it into five par-
ticulars: the nature of original sin—the manner in
which it is transmitted—the effects of the (ransmission
—+he remedy—and the efficacy of the remedy. These
were discussed by the divines, and such of the prelates
as understood theology: the remainder, and they were
not a few, sat silent, and assented to the opinions of
their more learned brethren.? But it would afford little
pleasure, and less profit to the reader, to peruse a full
report of the debates. Few Protestants would be inte-
rested in the disputes of men who paid more deference
to Aquinas and Bonaventura than to the prophets and
apostles, and preferred the unintelligible dogmas and
subtle distinctions of the scholastic divinity, te the sim-
plicity of the word of God. -

The contrary opinions maintained by the fathers,
“were a sovere satire on the boasted unity of faith in the
Roman Catholic church. Some, following Anselm,
affirmed that original sin is the privation of original
righteousness ; others, after Augustine, said that it con-
sists in comcupiscence; a large party held the sentis
ments of Bonaventura and St. Thomas, that there are

8 Pallav. lib, vii. c. 5. 5. 16. Sarpi, lib. ii. s. 62, .
9 * Ubi disciplinas theologicas haud professi ibant in sententiam
petitiorum patrum in ea scientia.” P-ﬂav. ut sup. c. 8.8. 1.
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in our corrupt nature two kinds of rebellion, one of the
spirit against God, the other of sense against the spirit;
that the latter is concupiscence, and the former unright-
eousness, and that both together constitute sin. The
conflict of opinions 8o puzzled the fathers, and they
found it so difficult to explain precisely the nature of
original sin, in terms in which all could agree, that they
actually published a decree without a definition.

The transmission of original sin from Adam to his
posterity, was scarcely less perplexing. Some thought
that it resembled cases of hereditary deformity or dis-
ease. Some were of opinion that human souls are
created immediately by God, and that the corruption of
ovr nature chiefly affects the body, and is transmitted
by ordinary generation, the mind being infected thereby,
as liq;mr may be deteriorated by being put into a tainted
vessel. .

ATl agreed that eternal death is the punishment of
the original transgression. All affirmed that baptism
is the remedy, though some would have joined with it
the merits of Jesus Christ, and some would have added
faith. Infants dying unbaptized were variously dis-
posedof. 'The Dominicans said that they would remain
in Limbo, a dark and subterraneous place, without fire.
The Franciscans thought they would reside on the
earth, and- enjoy light. Some were of opinion that they
would become philosophers, understand natural science,
and make great discoveries. Ambrose Catharine added,
that they would be visited and comforted by angelsand
the spirits of the just. - Many other fantasies and frivo-
lities were uttered. ,

The efficacy of the remedy was considered to be so
great, that no sin remains, and that in the regenerate;
(i. e. the baptized,) there is nothing hateful to God.
There was a long dispute respecting concupiscence,
which it could not be denied dwells in all men, even in
true Christians. The question was “Is it, or is it not
sin?’ It was decided in the negative.1©

‘When the debates were ended, and the decree pro-
duced for examination, a fresh discussion arose. If
Adam’s sin was transmitted to all his posterity, the

10 Pallav. ut sup. ¢. 8. Se;pi, 15 i, 8, 63—05.
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Virgin Mary was borninsin. This impugned the dog-
ma of the immaculate conception, which was zealously
maintained by the Franciscans, and by the Dominicans
as fiercely denied. The legates were divided. De
Monte favoured the immaculate conception; Santa
Croce opposed it; Pole’s opinion is not recorded. A
large party sided with the Franciscans, but the fear of
a schism induced them generally to agree to a sugges-
tion proposed by the bishop of Astorga, to this effect ?—
that the Council declined any interference with the point
in dispute, leaving it undecided and free.

Some historical notices on this subject may not be
unacceptable to our readers. Those who hold the im-
maculate conception, maintain ‘“that the Virgin Mary
was conceived in the womb of her mother with the same
purity that ig attributed to Christ's conception in her
womb.” The festal celebration of this pretended fact
commenced in the twelfth century.'' The Dominicans
and Franciscans early embraced opposite views. Their
contentions were extremely violent, and engenderedsuch
animosity, that the Popes were oftcn obliged to inter-
pose. Sixtus IV., in the years 1477, and 1483, enacted
that indulgences should be granted to those who de-
voutly celebrated the * wonderful conception” (mira
conceptione) of the Virgin, to the same extent as were
enjoyed on Corpus Christi day; and that the dispu-
tants on both sides should refrain from reviling and
condemning each other, since the church had passed no
decision on the subject. (It may be observed by the
way, that the “conception of the blessed Virgin Mary”
is annually celebrated by the church of Romeon Dec. 8.;
the word “immaculate” is not used, but the services of
the day are full of expressions in honour of the Virgin,
in the most laudatory style, which cannot be acquitted
of the charge of profanity: the scripture lesson is Prov.
viii. 22—35.) These did not quell the contest, nor did
the decree passed at Trent restore peace. In the seven-
teenth century, the kingdom of Spain was thrown into
such confusion, and so miserably divided into factions
by this controversy, that solemn embassies were sent to
Rome, to engage the pontiff to determine the question,

11 Maosheim, Cent. xii. Part. . chap. 3. s. 19.
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or, at any rate, to put an end to the dispute by a public
bull. But “after the most earnest entreaties and im.
portunities, all that could be obtained from the pontiff
by the court of Spain, was a declaration, intimating that
the opinion of the Franciscans had a high degree of pro-
bability on its side, and forbidding the Dominicans te
oppose it in a public manner; but this declaration was
accompanied by another, by whichthe Franciscans were
prohibited, in their turn, from treating as erroneous the
doctrine of the Dominicans.’® Although the declara-
tion decided nothing, the advocates of the immaculate
conception interpreted it in their favour. Public re-
joicings were celebrated on both sides of the Atlantic.
An order was instituted in honour of the supposed event,
and “a law was enacted, requiring a declaration, upon
oath, of a firm belief in the immaculate conception,
from every individual, previous to his taking any degree
at the universities, or being admitted into any of. the
corporations, civil or religious, which abound in Spain.
This oath is administered even to mechanics, upon their
‘being made free of a guild.’'®* The Spaniards are re-
markably zealous for the Virgin: she is honoured by
them at all times; the customary salutations and com-
mon courtesies of life are not exchanged without men-
tioning her name. “When you enter a house,’’ says a
respectable traveller, “unless you wish to be considered
as impious, yonu must begin with these words—Ave
Maria purissima (hail | spotless virgin:) to which you
will certainly receive this answer, sin peccado concebida
(conceived without sin”)'4 In 1708, Clement XI.
went far beyond his predecessors, by appointing a festi-
val to be annually celebrated in honour of the immacu-
late copception, throughout the Romish church. Still
the Dominicans deny that the obligation of this law
extends to them, and it does not appear that they are
ever molested, or even censured, for refusing to join their
brethren in the celebration.'4 Bellarmine asserts, that
the immaculate conception is *piously believed’ by

12 Mosheim, Cent, xvii. Sect. 2. Part 1. chap. 1. s. 48,
13 Doblado’s Letters from Spain, ; 24,25.

M’ Bourgoing’s Modern State of Spain, vol. ii. p, 276.)
15 Mosheim, ut sup.
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“the greater part of the church.”’¢ 'We have not the
means of ascertaining the truth of this affirmation; but
the fact is probable.!? -

16 De Cultu Sanct. Iib. iii. c. 16.

17 From “The Little Office of the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, in Latin and English, for the use of the
Confraternity of the Scapulory, and of other devout Christians,” pub-
lished by the Roman Catholic booksellers in London, we extract the
following passages, that it may he seen how this subject is regarded
in England.

« Sing, O my lips, and joyfully proclaim
Tlxeg 8 tleZs V?irgin’sj;))ry;ﬁse{igd glorious name.
O Lady pure! extend thy gracious aid;
Guard me from all my foes, O spotiess Maid!"

“'Thee from eternity the world’s great Lord,
Ordained the mother of his own pure Word:
* * * * * )

Thee he adorned his Spouse, and made thes free
From Adam’s sin, that stained his progeny.”

¢ Fres art thou from the fatal curse of earth,
Holy and pure before thy joyful birth.”

“ Thou Mother of the Hﬁl:ﬁ; Jacob’s star,
Rising in glory o’er his hills afar;
Gate of the saints, and angel's glorious queen,
Dreadful as migh;y hosts embattled seen:
Dispel all terrors from the Christian’s breast,
Be thou our refuge, and our port of rest.”

« Powerful Virgin ! Mother far renowned! <"
O bounteous Queen, with stars of glory crowned,
All fair art thou, immaculate and chaste,

Higher in glory than the angels placed;
In ﬁ:)lden vesture privileged to stand, -
By heaven’s exalted throne, on God’s riglit hand.

“ Mother of grace! sweet hope is found in theeg
Heaven, at thy prayer, will set the guilty frees
The ocean’s gmiding star, serenely bright,
‘The port that gladdens the wrecked seaman’s sight :
Through thee, the opened gate, the weak one’s aid,
May we heaven’s king behold, and saints be made.”
» » * * * » »

“ 0 guard us safely in our dubious way,
Lead us secure to heaven's eternal day ;
And in the last and auful hour of death,
Sweet Virgin Queen, receive our parting breath,”
Tsnot this downright idolatr;y? Yet the late Dr. Milner prefixed
to the book his “ approbation,” stating that he had found nothing in
g ¢ eontn.r{ to the faith of the church, or to the belief and devotion
of its most learned and pious Doctors!”
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To return. The fifth session was held June 17. Thus
ran the decree on original sin:—

“ That our Catholic faith, without which it is impos-
gible to please God, may be cleansed from error and re-
main in its purity, whole and undefiled, and that Chris-
tian people may not be carried about with every wind
of doctrine; the sacred, holy, 2cumenical and general
council of Trent, lawfully assembled, &c. wishing to
reclaim the wandering and confirm such as waver, doth
in the following manner decree, confess, and declare
concerning original sin, according to the authority of
the sacred Scriptures, venerable fathers, approved coun-
cils, and the judgment and consent of the church. For
among the many evils with which the old serpent, the
perpetual enemy of the human race, has troubled the
church in our times, is this, that he has revived the old
and excited new dissensions respecting original sin and
the remedy thereof.

‘1. Whoever shall not confess that when Adam, the
first man, transgressed the commandment of God given
him in paradise, he lostimmediately the purity andright-
eousness in which he was created, and by the sin of his
prevarication incurred the wrath and indignation of God,
and consequently death, with which God had before
threatened him ; and with death, captivity to him who
thence hath the power of death, that is the devil; so
that by this offence of j revarication the whole man was
changed for the worse, botk in body and soul: let him
be accursed.

“9 Whoever shall affirm that Adam’s prevarication
injured himself only, and not his posterity, and that he
lost the purity and righteousness which he had received
from God, for himself only, and not also for us; or that
when hebecame polluted by disobedience he transmitted
to all mankind corporal death and punishment only, but
not sin also, which is the death of the soul: let him
be accursed. For he contradicts the Apostle, whosaith.
By one man sin entered into this world, and death by
sin, and so death passed upon all men, in whom all have
sinned,’ Rom. v, 12.1%

18 The quotations from Scripture occurring in the dectees are
taken from the Raman Catholic Authorized Version.

7.
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#3, Whoever shall affirm, that this sin of Adam,
which originally was one offence only, but being trans-
mitted to all by propagation, not by imitation, becomes
the sin of all, can be taken away by the strength of hu-
man nature, or by any other remedy than the merit of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the one Mediator, who hath re-
conciled us to God by his blood, and is made to us jus-
tice, sanctification, and redemption.’ 1 Cor. i. 30; or
shall deny that the merit of Christ Jesus is applied, both
to adults and infants, by the sacrament of baptism,
rightly administered according to the forms of the church;
let him be accursed. “For there is no other name under
heaven given to men, whereby we must be saved.?
Acts iv. 12. Whence that saying, ‘Behold the Lamb
of God, behold him who taketh away the sin of the
world,’ John i. 29; and that other, ‘ As many of you
as have been baptized, have put on Christ} Gal.
iii, 27.

“4. Whosoever shall affirm, that new-born infants,
even though sprung from baptized parents, ought not to
be baptized ; or shall'say, that though they are baptized
for the remission of sins, yet they derive not from Adam
that original guilt which must be expiated in the laver
of regeneration, in order to obtain eternal life; whence
it must follow that in those instances the form of bap-
tism is not sincerely but deceitfully administered: let
him be accursed. -For those words of the Apostle, ‘By
one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin, and so death passed upon all men, in whom all
have sinned,’ are to be understood in no other way
than that in which the Catholic church, diffused through
the whole world, hath understood them. For even
little children, who could not themselves commit sin,
are by this rule of faith truly baptized for the remis-
sion of sins, according to apostolic tradition, that
in regeneration that may be cleansed away which was
contracted in generation. For ‘unless a man be born
again of water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God,’ John iii. 5.

“5. Whoever shall deny that the guilt of original sin
is remitted by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be-
stowed in baptism; or shall affirm that that wherein sin
truly and properly consists is not wholly rooted up, but
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isonly cutdown,® or not imputed: let him be accursed.
For God hates nothing in the regenerate, because there
is no condemnation to those who are truly buried with
Christ in baptism unto death, who walk not after the
fiesh, but putting off the old man, and putting on the
new, which according to God is created, are made in-
nocent, immaculate, pure, harmless, the beloved of God,
and even heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ, so
that nothing can wholly prevent them from entering into
heaven. Nevertheless, thisholy council doth confess and
feel that concupiscence, or the fuel of sin, doth still re-
main in the baptized ; which being left to try them will
not hurt those who do not yield thereto, but manfully
resist, through the grace of Christ Jesus; on the contrary,
‘he who shall strive lawfully, shall be crowned,’ 2 Tim. 1i.
5. The holy council declares that the Catholic church
hath never understood that this concupiscence, which
the apostle sometimes calls sin, is so called sin, as if
there were truly and properly sin in the regenerate, but
because it is of sin, and inclines to sin.2® Whoever
thinks differently, let him be accursed.

19 ¢ Radi.” It will be perceived that the allusion is te the dif-
ference between merely felling a tree, and grubbing it up by the

ts.

20 ¢ Concupiscence is the effect of sin, and is nothing more than
an appetite of the soul, in itself repugnant to reason. unaccom-
panied with the consent of the will, or unattended by neglect onour
part, it differs essentially from the nature of sin. 'This doctrine does
not dissent from these words of St. Paul, ‘I did not know concu-
piscence, if the law did not say, thou shalt not covet.” The apos-
tle speaks not of the importunity of concupiscence, but of the sin-
fulness of the interior act of the will, in assenting to its solicita-
tions.”

“ Concupiscence, then, is a certain commotion and impulse of
the mind, urging to the desire of pleasures which it does not actually
enjoy; and as the other propensities of the soul are not always
sinful, neither is the impulse of concupiscence. It is not, for in-
stance, sinful to desire meatand drink, when cold to wish for warmth,
when warm to wish to become cool. 'This species of concupiscence
was originally implanted in the human breast by the Author of
Nature ; but, in consequence of primeval prevarication, it passed
the limits prescribed by nature, and became so depraved, that it
frequently excites to the desire of those things, which conflict with
ti«; i’fit, and are repugnant to reason.”—Catechism, pp- 179.
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“ The holy council further declares, that it is not its
design to include in this decree, which treats of original
sin, the blessed and immaculate Virgin Mary, mother
of God ; but that the constitutions of Pope Sixtus IV.,
of blessed memory, are to be observed, under the penal-
tiez contained in the same; which are hereby renew-
ed_ 21 .

It would swell this book to an immoderate size, if we
were to undertake to refute the errors and expose the
perversions of Scripture, with which the decrees abound.
On the subject now before us we will only observe that
the attentive reader will perceive how completely the
doctrine of salvation by the grace of God through faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ is excluded by the decree.—

‘According to Scripture, we partake of the benefits of

the gospel by believing, and in no other way; and thus
the religion of the New Testament is a ‘ reasonable ser-
vice”! But the fathers at Trent say that the merits of
Christ are applied, both to adults and infants, by bap-
tism ; so that for faith is substituted the opus operatum
of a sacrament. The sequel will show that this is a dis-
tinguishing feature of the whole system. Nor will it be
overlooked that in this early period of the council the
exclusiveness of Popery is distinctly announced, inas-
much as baptism, to be available, must be “rightly ad-
ministered, according to the forms of the church,” that
is, the Roman Catholic church. '

In the decree of reformation which was passed at the
same time, it was ordained that bishops and parish priests
should preach, either personally or by substitute; and
provision was made for the establishment of theological
lectures in cathedral churches and monasteries, for the
instruction of the junior clergy, both secular and regular.
Both were salutary measures, but the latter was too im-
portant to be suffered to emanate solely from the council,

21 Maimbourg pretends that Sixtus granted indulgences to those
who should celebrate the “ immaculate” conception of the Virgin.
This is false: The Pope carefully guards against any expression
that would imply a decision of the litigated question. ~ But Maim-
bourg was a Jesuit! Vid. Seckendorf, lib. ili. sect. 53. and extra-
vagant, Commun. tit. xii.
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A brief from the Pope was produced, graciously permit-
ting the fathers to legislate in this matter!33 The de-
cision on the preaching of the regulars has been already
mentioned.

22 Le Plat, iii. 427, Pallav, lib. vii. 0. 10—13. Sarpi, lib, ii.
sest. 70,



CHAPTER V.

JUSTIFICATION.,

Alliance between the Pope and Emperor against the Protestants—
Discussions at Trent, on justification, free will, and predestina-
tion—Negotiations for the transfer of the Council—Episcopal re-
sidence considered—SixtH SEssion—I)ecree on Justification,
and on Episcopal Residence~—Manner in which the decree on Jus-
tification was received by the Protestants—Observations on it—
Publications of Catharine, Soto, and Andrew Vega.

IN the Summer of 1546, an offensive and defensive al-
liance was concluded between the Emperor and the
Pope, the avowed object of which was the chastisement
of the German Protestants for their continued rejection
of the council. The Emperor engaged to declure war
immediately and reduce the heretics by force; and he
promised to make no treaty with them nor grant any
concessions in religion without the consent of the Pope,
who, on his part stipulated to send a body of 12,000
men, supported at hisown expense for six months, should
they be wanted so long, and to furnish a considerable
pecuniary subsidy.s3

This measure entirely accorded with the general po-
licy of the Papal See, and illustrated the mischievous
tendency of the Roman Catholic system, and its utter
hostility to all freedom. Conferences and disputations
had been held for many years without effect ; bulls had
been issued, and embassies sent, in vain; and lastly, a
council had been summoned, and had already published
important decisions. Still, these refractory Protestants
remained obstinate, and, what was worse, impugned the
authority of the council itself, and refused to submit to
its decrees! What was to be done? But one method
was left, and it was one which Roman Pontiffs had

83 Pallav. lib. viii..c. 1. sect.2, 3.
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never felt scrupulous in employing. It was plainly a
case of contumacy, and called for the interference of the
secular arm. Since spiritual weapons proved powerless,
the sword must decide the contest; for the motto of
the Papacy, is “Subjection or death”—death in both
worlds.

The emperor would fain have kept the chief subject
of quarrel in the back ground, and wished it to be be-
lieved that his sole design was to punish certain rebel-
lious princes, against whom he brought heavy charges:
he was very anxious to avoid the odium of a spiritual
war. But neither the Protestants nor the Pope would
suffer the real intention of the enterprise to be concealed.
A spirited manifesto wasissued by the confederate states,
openly accusing his Imperial Majesty of having formed
a plan-to suppress the liberties of Germany under the
shallow pretext of quashing a rebellion, informing him
that his views in reference to the council were clearly
understood, and reiterating the formal rejection of that
assembly. On the other hand the Pope evidently re-
garded it as a crusade in defence of the faith. He wrote
to the kings of France and Poland, and to other states,
requesting their co-operation; sent Cardinal Farnesius
as his legate, to accompany the allied forces, gave his
_ own troops a consecrated banner; and in a bull pre-
pared for the occasion promised ample indulgences and
remission of sin to those who should pray for the success
of the “holy expedition.”44 The bull was published
both at Rome and at Trent.28

It had been determined that the subject to be decided
in the next session should be the doctrine of justifica-
tion; and in pursuance of the prescribed order of pro-
ceeding, the question of reform proposed for discussion
was the residence of bishops, and the best means of re-
moving the obstacle thereto.

The legate Santa Croce opened the business. He
adverted to the importance of the inquiry they were
about to institute. They had condemned the heresies
that had been promulgated on the subject of original

21 Le Plat, ii1. 437—446, 456, 465.
25 At Rome, July 15; at Trent, in the preuenco of the Legates-
aud the whole Council, Aug. 19.
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sin, and must now examine the opinions of the new
teachers respecting grace, which is the remedy for sin.
Luther had introduced the unkeard-of doctrine of justi-
fication by faith only; he had maintained that good
works were unnecessary, and had consequently denied
the efficacy of the sacraments, the authority of priests,
purgatory, the sacrifice of the mass, and all other re-
medies instituted by the church for the remission of sins.
Such heresies must be destroyed ; such blasphemies must
be condemned. But the task would not be easy; for
whereasin their late discussions they had been so much
assisted by the writings of the scholastic divines, that
help would now almost entirely fail them, as very few
of those authors had treated of the subject of justifica-
tion.2¢

Twenty-three propositions were exhibited, said to con-
tain the errors of Luther, Zuinglius, and others, on the
point in question, but consisting in many instances, of
expressions uttered in the heat of controversy, and sen-
tences misconstrued or torn from their connexion: the
real opinions of the reformers were very partially and un-
fairly represented.27 On these propositions the subse-
quent debates were founded.

With regard to justification itself, the divines were
pretty generally agreed that it means the translation of
an individual from the state of an enemy to that of a
friend and an adopted child of God, and that it con-
sists in charity, or grace infused into the soul by the
Divine Being ; thus evidently confounding it with sanc-
tification. Marinier maintained that the word is used
in a forensic sense, as opposed to “ condemnation,” and
that any other interpretation was contrary to the express
language of the Apostle Paul; but this opinion found
few supporters. The fathers understood the word “jus-
tify” to mean “to make righteous” not “to declare
righteous:” they founded the acceptance of a sinner in
the sight of God, partly, at least, on inherent grace, to
which the work of the Lord Jesus Christ was supposed
to impart efficacy ; and they rejected the word “impu-
tation,” which, it was said, the ancients had never used.

26 Pallav. lib. viii. c. 2. Sarpi, lib. ii. 8. 73.
%7 Le Plat, iii. 431.
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Soto remarked that he had always suspected that word,
because of the evil consequences which the Lutherans
derived from it: for instance, that the righteousness of
Jesus Christ is sufficient, without inherent righteous-
ness—that the sacraments do not confer grace—that the
punishment as well as the guilt of sin is remitted—that
there is no need of satisfaction (that is, penance;) and
that all are equal in grace, righteousness, and glory;
whence followed the horrible blasphemy, that every
righteous man is equal to the Virgin 128

Eight general congregations were held on this ques-
tion, “What is done by the ungodly man himself,
when he attains faith, and thence grace?” This was in
fact the chief point at issue with the reformers, who
zealously contended that all works done before faith, so
far from being meritorious, are positively sinful. The
Archbishop of Sienna ascribed all merit to Christ, none
to man; and connected the reception of righteousnes*
with faith only, without any other preparation. On the
same side was the bishop of Cava, who argued that hope
and love are the companions of faith, but in no respect
the cause of justification. Julius Contarenus, bishop of
Belluno also ascribed every thing to faith in the merits
of the Saviour, and nothing to works, which he regarded
as only evidences of faith and righteousness; and he
maintained that whatever efficacy was attributed to them
detracted from the merit of the Redeemer'sblood. But
these statements were much disapproved by the majority
of the prelates:29 for the divines agreed that works per-
formed before justification have the merit of congruity,3®
and this notion met with general approbation. But
Ambrose Catharine held that without the special assist-
ance of God noone can perform a truly good work, and
that consequently all the actions of the unbeliever are
sins. In support of this assertion he quoted Augustine,

28 Pallav. lib. viii. c. 4. Sarpi, lib. ii. s. 76.

29 “ Such sentiments were listened to with displeasure by the
fathers”—* Buch sentiments fnve the fathers offence’’—* Conta-
renus, who was hated by the fathers, troubled them by his noisy.”
int:; i nn—aol’n.llav. asabov%. 4 work which v of

*“Merit de congruo, signifies a work which is worthy of
divine reward, not out of any obligagu?:n from justice, but out of &
inciple of fitness (or wngnug? and faom the free bounty of God.”
ative sgaitist Popery, vol. ii. tit. 8. p. 91.
v 8
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Ambrose, Anselm, and other fathers, and dwelt much
on such passages of -scripture as these, “an evil tree
cannot bring forth good fruit;” “make the tree good,
and the fruit will be good;” “unto the unbelieving no-
thing is pure.”  He said that it was better to follow the
fathers than the scholastic divines, who often contra-
dicted one another; and that it was safer to build on
scripture, the foundation of true theology, than on the
philosophical subtleties which had been too popular in
the schools. Soto warmly opposed him, and treated
his doctrine as heretical, and tending to the denial of
free-will. Jerome Seripand, a Dominican, advanced
the notion of two justifications; the first internal, partly
consisting of infused grace and the gift of adoption,
conferred by the sacraments, and partly in virtuous ac-
tions and a just life; the second external, by the impu-
tation of the righteousness and merits of the Saviour,
as if they were our own. In attaining grace and ¢ dop-
tion he affirmed that works had no share, the mercy of
God received by faith being the sole source. Neither
did he consider works alone as sufficient for the justifi-
cation of him who lives righteously, but represented
faith in the righteousness of Jesus Christ as required to
supply the deficiency ; The bishop of the Canaries said
that though works done by man in his natural state do
not merit grace, yet God may be moved by them to be-
“stow it. The Franciscans contended fiercely for the
merit of congruity against the Dominicans, who openly
avowed their wish for the suppression of that dogma,
which they said was never heard of in the early times of
the church, and was unknown to Scripture.3?

With regard to works performed by those who are in
a state of gracé, there was no difference of opinion. All
agreed that they are perfect, and merit eternal life: this
is what is called, in Roman Catholic theology, the
merit of condignity.

Great pains were taken to discuss thoroughly the as-
gertion that “man is justified by faith” and to affix
some determinate meaning to that expression: but the
task was not easy. Some busied themselves in search-
ing for the different senses in which the word “faith” is
used in Scripture, which they made to amount to fif-

31 Pallav. ut sup.c. 9. 5. 5. Sarpi, ut sap.
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teen, but knew not in which it is employed when applied
tojustification. At length, after much disputing, it was
agreed that faith is the belief of all things which God
has revealed, or the church has commanded to be be-
lieved. It was distinguished into two sorts: the one,
said to exist even in sinners, and which was termed,
unformed, barren, and dead; the other peculiar to the
just, and working by charity, and thence called formed,
efficacious, and living faith. Still, as father Paul ob-
serves, ‘“they touched not the principal point of the
difficulty, which was to ascertain whether a man is jus-
tified before he works righteousness, or whether he is
justified by his works of righteousness.”32 '
These disputes were frequently conducted with much
heat, and sometimes ended in scenes very unbecoming
the character of christian prelates. The bishop of Cava,
it has been stated, advanced sentimerrts much more con-
formable to Scripture than those of the majority. As
he left the meeting, the bishop of Chiron told him that
he would refute all he had said, and expose his igno-
rance and obstinacy. Incensed by such an insult, the
r bishop forgot his character and station, flew upon
E(i):opponent, and plucked his beard. The council was
much scandalized at it, and directed the offender to be
confined in the convent of St. Bernardine till the Pope’s
pleasure should be known. When directions arrived
from Rome he was sentenced to perpetual banishment,
and ardered to repair to the holy father, who only could
absolve him from the excommunication he had incurred.
The Pope, however, permitted the legates to give him
absolution, and he was sent home to his diocese.33
The session was to have been held July 28, but so
little progress had been made in preparing the decree,
that a postponement became necessary. There was
some negotiation about the same time respecting a re-
moval of the council to some other place. Many of the
bishops were alarmed for their personal safety, onaccount
of the vicinity of Trent to the seat of war. The legates
were desirous of removing to Sienna, Lucca, or some
city within the Papal dominions; partly because De
Monte and the Cardinal of Trent had recently quar-

98 Pallav. and Sarpi, ut sup.’ 33 Pallav. lib. viii. ¢, 6,
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relled, partly because heresy was found to prevail to a
considerable extent, even under their own eyes: they
naturally wished to be beyond the reach and observa-
tion of their opponents. But when the emperor heard
of it he was violently enraged, and threatened to throw
Santa Croce into the Adige, if he persisted in urging
the translation: the Pope found it needful to be on
good terms with his ally, and directions were given to
drop the project altogether.34

A decree, embracing as much of the subject as had
been then considered had been prepared by the bishop
of Bitonto. After some amendments it was put into
the hands of Seripand to berevised. When it was again
produced, long and intricate debates ensued, on the cers
tainty of grace, the merit of congruity, the imputation.
of righteousness, the distinction between grace and cha-
rity, and other points, on all which there was great di-
versity of opinion. Some, for instance, thought it highly
presumptuous in any man to pretend to assurance, and
said that a state of doubt and uncertainty is useful and
even meritorious, since it is a species of suffering. On
the other hand it was argued that Jesus Christ frequently
assured individuals that their sins were forgiven—that 1t
could not be presumptuous in them to believe him—and
that the doctrine of assurance is plainly taught in Serip-
ture, in such passages as.these: “Know ye not that
Jesus Christ is in you?” “The Spirit beareth witness
with our spirit that we are the children of God.” But
this sentiment was deemed to savour of Lutheranigm,38

In the course of these disputes, the question of free
will having been incidentally mentioned, it was resolved
to examine that subject. The alleged doctrines of the
reformers were embodied in six propositions, and warm
discussions again followed. Some were inclined to think
that when the Lutherans said “that man is at liberty
only to do evil, and is not free to do good,” they were
scarcely deserving censure, since it was universally ad-
witted that without the grace of God nothing truly good
can be accomplished : but this was heard with evident
dissatisfaction. There was much disputing on the ques

34 Pallav. ut sup. c.5, 8, 10. Sarpi, s. 78,
35 Pallay. ut enp.c. 12.  Sarpi, s. 80,
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tion, “ Whether man is at liberty to believe or not to
believe ? The Franciscans held that as demonstration
produces evidence, conviction is necessarily followed by
fuith, and that no man can believe what he will, but
only what appears to him to be true. The Dominicans
advanced the contrary opinion, and asserted that belief
is entirely in man’s power, With regard to the consent
of the will to the grace of God, the members of these
two bodies were similarly opposed to each other. The
Franciscanssaid that as it is in the power of the will to
prepare itself for grace, it is yet much more so in ac-
cepting or rejecting grace, when it is offered. The Do-
minicans denied that those works which precede calling
oan be deemed preparatory, and maintained that the
grace of God is the first cause of all good.3¢

The last inquiry that engaged the attention of the fa-
thers was predestination. Eight propositions were pro-
duced, said to contain the views of Zuinglius and other
reformers on thig subject. There waslittle difference of
opinion respecting any of them, the first excepted, viz.
““that the cause of predestination and reprobation is in
the will of God, and not in man.” There were three
varieties of sentiment. The majority held that before
the creation of the world God in his infinite mercy
chose some from the mass of the human race, for whose
salvation he had made ample provision; that the num-
ber was fixed and determined; and that those whom God
had not predestinated could not complain, as he had
provided means for their salvation, though in fact none
but the elect would ever obtain it. Others exclaimed
loudly against this doctrine, as cruel, inhuman, and im-
pious; theysaid that it represented God as partialand un-
just towards his creatures: and they affirmed that his
mercy wills the salvation of all men, and has provided
sufficiently forit; that manisat libertytoreject orrefuse
grace; and that the Divine being, foreseeing the use
that would be made of his goodness, had predestinated
to life those who should accept it, and to misery those
by whom it should be rejected. Catharine proposed a
middle scheme, viz. that God has chosen a certain num-
ber, for whose salvation he has infallibly provided; that

36 Sar%i‘n.t sup..
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he wills the salvation of the rest, and has furnished
them with sufficient means, leaving it to themselves to
accept or reject his grace: that a great number will re-
ceive mercy and be saved, though they are not of the
elect, and that the lost are the authors of their own
ruin, by voluntarily refusing to embrace the offered par-
don. These details will remind the reader of some mo-
dern controversies.®?

The debates being ended, nothing remained but to
prepare the decree, according to the sense of the ma-
jority, and in such a way that while the heretics were
condemned, the opinions of the Catholics, though often
varying and opposed to each other, should be left un-
reproved. This was excessively difficult; and to the
immense labour employed in rendering the decree un-
exceptionahle must be ascribed much of the obscurity
that so frequently veils its meaning. Seripand’s revi-
sion was so thoroughly revised again that he refused to
acknowledge his own work. That the council might
not only condemn error but explain and establish truth,
it was resolved to divide the decree into two parts, one
containing the Catholic doctrine, and the other anathe-
matising those who opposed it. In preparing it the
Legate Santa Croce took incredible pains, that he might
avoid inserting any thing that was disputed, and at the
same time express every sentiment so carefully that none
should have just reason for complaint. From the be-
ginning of September till the end of November he was
almost incessantly employed: scarcely a day passed
without some addition, suppression, or alteration. When
he had finished, copies were given to all the fathers for
their examination, and also sent to Rome, when so
many observations were made, so many hints of im-
provement suggested, that the whole was gone over
again before it assumed the form in which it was finally
published to the world.” 3¢

Meanwhile, the negotiations for a transfer or suspen-
sion of the council were resumed. The legates retained
their former impressions; they foresaw the perplexities
they would be involved in when the question of reform-

37 Sarpi, ut sup. Pallav. c. 13,
33 Pallav, ut sup. c, 13. s 4. Sarpi, ut sp.
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ation came on; and the submission of the Protestants
was hopeless. The Pope was willing to forward their
views; there was a majority of prelates on the same
side; but the rupugnance of the emperor baffled all
their projects. The prosperousissue of his plans appear-
ed to depend on the continuance of the council. He
was anxious for a still further postponement of the ses-
sion, as the publication of the impending decree could
not fail to exasperate the Protestants. Woriting to the
legates to that effect he told them that while he hoped
in a little time to compel all Germany to submit to their
decisions, it would be in vain to expect so desirable an
event if the council were either suspended or transfer-
zed.39

Notwithstanding the emperor's wish for longer delay,
@ day was fixed for the session. Long and warm dis-
cussions intervened respecting episcopal residence, and
the utmost variety of sentiment was expressed. The
legates had been ordered not to suffer the cardinals to
be included in the decree; whatever abuses existed
among them, the Pope himself would reform. His Ho-
liness gave strict injunctions not to permit the question
of the divine right of residence to be debated ; since, if
it were carried in the affirmative men would conclude
that the exemptions sometimes granted at Rome were
null and void. Nevertheless, the subject was immedi-
ately introduced by the Spanish bishops, and it was not
without some trouble that they were silenced. It was
soon ascertained that it would be impossible to proceed
far with the business, and that the near approach of the
session would compel them to be satisfied with an im-
perfect and short decres, which was accordingly prepar-
d‘ 40 .

99 On one occasion the legates had written, advising that the ses-
sion should be held, and the council suspended immediately after;
and that the Pope should summon the fathers to Rome, and then by
their advice enact such reforms as he should judge proper, by a Pe~
pal bull!! The following fact is also curious: when the legates
were blamed that business was notin a more forward state, scarce~
ly any thing having been done respecting reformation, they replied
&n it was not their fault, for they had written to the Pope, and ke
Rad not get informed Mbwfuhwwﬂﬁn(ﬁuﬁoz:!ﬂdld
the should be indulged! Pallav. ut sup. c. 15.

Pallav. ut sup. ¢. 18, The Pope had sent a brief to the legates,
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The sixth session was held Jan. 13, 1547. The de-
creepassed that day contains the final sentiments of the
church of Rome on the subject of justification.

“Seeing that in this age many errors are dissemi-
nated concerning the doctrine of justification; errors de-
structive to the souls of many, and highly injurious to
the unity of the church: the sacred, holy, @cumenical,
and general council of Trent, lawfully assembled, &ec.
seeking the praise and glory of Almighty God, the tran-
quillity of the church, and the salvation of souls, doth
intend to explain to all the faithful in Christ that true
and wholesome doctrine of justifieation, which Christ
Jesus, the sun of righteousness, the author and finisher
of our faith hath taught, the Apostlesdelivered, and the
Catholic church, instructed by the Holy Spirit, hath
ever retained: strictly enjoining that henceforth no one
dare to believe, preach, or teach, otherwise than is ap-
pointed and declared by the present decree.

“Cuapr. L. Of the inability of nature and the law to
: Justify men.

“In the first place, the holy council maintains that it
is necessary, in order to understand the doctrine of justi-
fication truly and well, that every one should acknow-
ledge and confess, that since all men had lost innocence
by Adam’s prevarication, and had become unclean, and,
as the Apostle says, “by nature children of wrath,” as
is expressed in the decree on original sin, they were sa
completely the slaves of sin and under the power of the
devil and of death, that neither could the Gentiles be
liberated or rise again by the power of nature, nor even
the Jews, by the letter of the law of Moses.4' Never
theless, free will was not wholly extinct in them, though
weakened and bowed down.

empowering them to make such concessions as might be deemed
adviseable, 1. e. to permit a free council to do as it pleased !

41 ¢ Per ipsam etiam literam legis Moysis.” ~Father Paul ob-
serves, that at first it was written, ‘‘ per ipsum etiam legem Moysis,”
4 by the law of Moses,” but that as some of the divines thought that
eircumcision procured the pardon of sin, the word “literam,” (latter)
yras introduced to please them, Lib, ii. s. 80.
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%Crar. 11 Of the dispensation and mystery of ithe ad-
vent of Christ.

“Whence it came to pass, that when the blessed ful-
ness of time came, the heavenly Father, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort, sent to men Christ Jesus
his Son, who had been spoken of and promised by ma-
ny holy men, both before the law and during the time
of the law; that he might redeem the Jews, who were
under the law, that the Gentiles who had not followed
after justice might attain to justice, and that all might
receive the adoption of sons. Him hath God set forthas
& propitiation for our sins, through faith in his blood;
yet I:lm for our sins only, but also for those of the whole
world.

% Cuar. III. Who are justified by Christ.

“But though he died for all, yet all receive not the
benefit of his death, but those only to whom the merit of
his passion is imparted. For as men could not be born
unrighteous, were they not the seed of Adam, contract-
ing real guilt by being his posterity ; so, unless they
were renewed in Christ, they would never be justified,
since that renewal is bestowed upon them by the merit
of his passion, through grace, by which [grace] they
become just. For this blessing the apostle exhorts us
always to give thanks to God the Father, who hath
made us worthy to be partakers of the lot of the saints
in light, hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated us into the kingdom of the Son of -
his love, in whom we have redemption and the remission
of sins. Col. i, 12—14.

“Cuar. IV. A brief description of the justification of
the ungodly, and the manner thereof, in a state of
grace. ‘

“In which words is contained a description of the
justification of the ungodly, which is a translation from
that state in which man is borna child of the first Adam,
into a state of grace and adoption of the children of
God, by Jesus Christ our Saviour, the second Adam,
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Which translation, now that the gospel is published,
cannot be accomplished without the laver of regenera-
tion, or the desire thereof: as it is written, ‘Unless a man
be born again of water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.” John iii. 5.42

“Cuar. V. Of the necessity and source of preparation
Jor justification n adult persons.

“The council further declares, that in adult persons
the beginning of justification springs from the prevent-
ing grace of God, through Christ Jesus; that is, from
his calling, wherewith they are called, having in them-
selves no merits; so that those who, in consequence of
sin, were alienated from God, are disposed to betake
themselves to his method of justifying them, by his grace,
which excites and helps them, and with which grace
they freely agree and co-aperate. Thus, while God
touches the heart of man by the illumination of his Ho~
ly Spirit, man is not altogether passive, since he receives
that influence which he had power to reject ; while, on
the other hand, he could not of his free will, without the
grace of God, take any step towards righteousness be-
fore him. Hence, when it is said in the sacred Scrip-
tures, ‘Turn ye to me, and I will turn to you' (Zech.
i. 3.) we are reminded of our freedom. When we reply,
‘Turn us to thyself, O Lord, and we shall be turned;
we confess that we are influenced by the grace of God.

“Cuap. VI. The mode of preparation.

“ Men are disposed for this righteousness, when, ex-
cited and aided by divine grace, and receiving faith by
hearing, they are freely drawn to God, believing that

42 «“ When justification is attributed to faith, without mention of
good works, or other christian virtues or sacraments, it is not meant
to exclude any of the same from the working of justice or sulvation ;
for here [Gal. iii. 27.] we learn, that by the sacrament of baptism
also we put on Christ, which is to put on faith, hope, charitie, and
all christian justice.—And the advereary’s evasion, that it is faith
which worketh in the sacrament, and not the sacrament itself, in

lainly false ; baptism giving grace and faith itself to the infant thag
Eud none before.” Rhemish Testament, note on Gal, iii. 27,
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those things are true which are divinely revealed and
promised, and this chiefly, that God justifies the sinner
by his grace, through the redemption which isin Christ
Jesus: and when, perceiving that they are sinnets, and
moved by that fear of divine justice with which they are
salutarily smitten, they are by the consideration of God's
mercy encouraged to hope, trust that he will be propi-
tious to them for Christ'ssake, begin to love him as the
fountain of all righteousness, and consequently regard
gin with a certain hatred and abhorrence, that is, with
that penitence which must necessarily exist before bap-
tism; and finally, when they resolve to receive baptism,
to begin a new life, and to keep the divine command-
ments. Of this disposition it is written, ‘ He that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and is a rewarder to
them that seek him, Heb. xi. 6; and ‘Be of good heart,
son, thy sins are forgiven thee’ Matt. ix. 2; and ‘The
fear of the Lord driveth out sin Ecclesiasticus i. 27;
and, Do penance, and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of your sins,
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,’ Acts
ii. 38; and ‘Going therefore, teach ye all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you,’ Matt. xxviii.

19, 20. Lastly, ‘Prepare your hearts unto the Lord,’
1 Sam. vii. 5.43

“CHAP. VIL Of the nature and causes of the justifica-
tion of the ungodly. N

“Justification itself follows this disposition or prepa-
ration; and justification is not remission of sin merely,
but also sanctification, and the renewal of the inner
man by the voluntary reception of grace and divine gifts,
so that he who was unrighteous is made righteous, and
the enemy becomes a friend, and an heir according to
the hope of eternal life. The causes of justification are

43.4 The Council of Trent enumerates seven acts by which the
ungodly are disposed to justice ; viz. faith, fear, hope, love, peni-
tence, the resolution to receive the sacrament [of baptism,] and the
pu to lead a new life and keep the commandments.” Bellarm.
de ]uniﬁenmne, lib, i ¢. 12. .
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these: the final cause, the glory of God and of Christ,
and life eternal; the efficient cause, the merciful God,
who freely cleansesand sanctifies, sealing and anointing
with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of
our inheritance; the meritorious cause, his well-beloved
and only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who,
through hisgreat love wherewith he loved us, even when
we were enemies, merited justification for usby his most.
holy passion on the cross, and made satisfaction for us
to God the Father; the instrumental cause, the sacre-
ment of baptism, which is the sacrament of faith without
which no one can ever obtain justification: lastly, the
sole formal cause is the righteousness of God; not that
by which he himself is righteous, but that by which he
makes us righteous;** with which being endued by
him, we are renewed in the spirit of our mind, and are
not only accounted righteous, but are properly called
righteous, and are so, receiving righteousness in our-
selves, each according to his measure, which the Holy
Spirit bestows upon each as he wills, and according to
our respective dispositions and co-operation. For al-
though no one can be righteous unless the merits of our
Lord Jesus Christ are imparted to him, yet this takes
place in the justification of the ungodly, when, for the
sake of his most holy passion, the love of God is infused
in the hearts of those who are justified, and abides in

44 Thisis qenerally called by Roman Catholic writers *“infased*’
or ‘‘ inherent” righteousness. ¢ Under the name of faith is contein-
ed the whole reformation of our soules and our new creation in good
workes.—Christian justice is a very qualitie, condition, and state of
vertueand grace resident in us, and nota li!mntusticall apprehension
of Christ’s justice only imputed to us.—The faith which justifieth,
joyned with the other vertues, is properly the formall cause, and
not the efficient or instrumentall cause of justification ; that is to say,
these vertues put together, being the effect of God’s grace, bee our
x(x‘ew creature and our new justice in Christ.” Rhemish Testament,
7al. vi. 15,

“'The whole controversy may be brought to this simple question
~—whether the formal cause of absolute justification ge inherent
righteousness or not. For he who proves the affirmative, does at
the same time refute all opposite errors. For if the formal cause
of justification is inherent righteousness, then it is not the indwelling
righteousness of God ; nor the imputed righteousness of Christ ; nor
solely the remission of sin, without the renewal of the inner man.”
Bellarm. de Justificatione, lib. 2. c. 2.
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them. Therefore when a man is justified, and united
to Jesus Christ, he receives, together with remission of
sins, the following gifts, bestowed upon him at the same
time, namely, faith, hope, and charity. For faith does
not perfectly join us to Christ, nor make us living mem-
bers of his body, unless hope and charity accompany it ;
for which reason it is most truly said, ‘faith without
works is dead’ and void, James i. 20.; and ‘in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor un-
circumcision, but faith that worketh by charity,’ Gal.
v. 6.45 It is this faith that catechumens ask of the
church before they receive the sacramem of baptism,
according to apostolic tradition ; for they seek that faith
which procures eternal life, which faith cannot procure,
separately from hope and charity. Therefore, they are
immediately reminded of the words of Christ, ¢ if thou
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments’ Matt.
xix. 17. Then receiving, in their regeneration, true
and christian righteousness, as the best robe, white and
spotless, bestowed on them through Christ Jesus, in-
stead of that which Adam lost by his disobedience, both
for himself and us, they are commanded to preserve the
same, that they may present it before the tribunal of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and possess eternal life.

“ Cuar. VIIL How it is to be understood that the
ungodly are justified by faith, and freely.

“When the apostle says that man is justified ‘by
faith, and ‘freely,’ these words are to be understood in
that sense in which the Catholic church hath always
held and explained them; namely, that we are said to
be justified ‘by faith,’ because faith is the beginning of
human salvation, the foundation and root of all justifi-
eation, without which it is impossible to please God,
and come into the fellowship of his children:¢¢ and that

45 « The faith to which the apostle here (Rom. iii. 28.) attributes
man’s justification, is not a presumptuous assurance of our being jus-
tified ; but a firm and lively beliefof all that God has revealed or pro-
mised ; a faith working tﬁvnmgll charity in Jesus Christ; in short, a
faith which takes in hope, love, repentance, and the use of the sa-
eraments.” Reman Catholic authorized Version, note on Rom. iii. £8.

48 Justification implieth all gracesand vertues received by Christ’s

9
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we are said to be justified ‘freely, because nothing
which precedes justification, whether faith of works,
can deserve the grace thereof. ¢ For if by grace, then
it is not now by works;' otherwise, as the same apostle
saith, ‘Grace is no more grace’ Rom. xi. 6.47

“Cuar. IX. Against the vain confidence of the he
retics.

“But althovgh it must be believed that sin is not
forgiven, nor ever was forgiven, unless freely, by the
mercy of God, for Christ’s sake ; yet no one is autho-
rized to affirm that his sins are or will be forgiven, who
boasts of the assurance and certainty thereof, and rests
only on that assurance ; seeing that this vain and impi-
ous confidence may exist among heretics and schisma-
tics, and does actually prevail in these times, and is
fiercely contended for, in opposition to the Catholi¢
church.4® It is on no atcount to be maintained, that
those who are really justified ought to feel fully assured
of the fact, without any doubt whatever; or that none
are absolved and justified but those who believe them-
selves to be so; or that by this faith only absolution and
justification are procured ; asif he who does not believe
this, doubts the promises of God, and the efficacy of the
death and resurrection of Christ. For while no godly
person ought to doubt the mercy of God, the merit of
Christ, or the virtue and efficacy of the sacraments; so,
on the other hand, whoever considers his own infirmity

merits, but the entrance and accesse to this grace and happie state
is by faith, because faith is the ground and first foundation to build
on, and port to enter into the rest.” Rhemish Test. Rom. v. 2.

47 « No man attaineth his first justification by the merits either
of his fuith or workes, but merely by Christ’s grace and mercy,
though his faith and workes proceeding of grace, be dispositions
and preparations thereunto.” Ibid. Rom. iii. 24.

48« Here may we lambs tremble (saith a holy father,) when the
ramme, the guide of the flock, must 8o labour and punish himselfe,
(besides all his other miseries adjoyned to the Xreuching of the gos-
pell,) least perhaps hee misse the marke. man might thinke
8. Paale shoald bee as sure and as confident of God’s grace and sal«
vation as we poor wretched caitives ; but the hereticke’s unhappy
securitie, presumption, and faithless persuasion of their salvation, is
not fides apostolorum, but fides demoniorum, not the faith of the
apostles, but the fuith of the devils.” Ibid. 1 Cor. ix. 27.
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and corruption, may douht and fear whether he is in a
state of grace; since noone can certainly and infallibly
know that he has obtained the grace of God.

“Cuapr. X. Of the increase of actual justification.
J

“Thus, therefore, those who are justified and made
the friends and servants of God, go from strength to
strength, and are renewed, as the apostle says, ¢ day by
day’ that is, mortifying the members of their flesh, and
*presenting them as instruments of justice, unto sancti-
fication, (Rom. vi. 12, 19.) by the observance of the
commandments of God and the church, faith cc-operat-
ing with good works, they gain an increase of that
righteousness which was received by the grace of Christ,
and are the more justified.4? As it is written, ‘He
that is just, let him be justified still, Rev. xxii. 11.;
and again, ‘ Be not afraid to be_justified, even to death,
Ecclesiasticus xviii. 22.; and again, ‘ Do you see that
by works a man is justified, and not by faith only?
Jamesii. 24. Holy Church seeks this increase of right-
eousness, when she prays, ‘Grant us, O Lord, an in-
crease of faith, hope, and charity!'s°

“ CHAP. XL Of the necessity and possibility of keep-
ing the Commandments.

“But no one ought to think that, because he is justi-
fied, he is released from obligation to keep the com-
mandments; nor is that rash saying to be used, which
the fathers have prohibited and anathematized, ‘that it
is impossible for a justified man to keep God’s precepts
for (;od does not enjoin impossibilities, but commands
and admonishes us to do what we can, and to ask his
help for what we cannot perform, and by his grace we
are strengthened. Whose commandments are not heavy,

49 This is what the Romaa Catholic divines call the ¢ second jus-
tification.” 1In the first justification the sinner is supposed to have
no absolute merit, although his faith, hope, & c. dispose and prepare
him for justification 3 that is, have the merit of congruity. In his .
second justification, his works are positively meritorious, and deserve
heaven ; this is the merit of condignity.

50 Orat, in 13. Domin. post Pentecost,
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whose yoke is sweet, and his burden light, 1 John v. 8.
Matt. xi. 30. The children of God love Christ; but
those who love him ‘keep his words,’ as he himself
testifieth, John xiv. 23; which by divine aid they ars
able to do. For though the most holy and righteous
persons, while they are in this mortal life, may daily
commit small offences (which are termed venial), they
do not on that account cease to be righteous: *forgive
us our debts' is the humble and sincere prayer of the
Jjust. Therefore the just should consider themselves the
more bound to walk in" the ways of righteousness, be-
cause, being freed fromsin and become servants of God,
they are able to persevere in a sober, righteous, and
pious life, through Christ Jesus, by whom they have
access into this grace. For God does not forsake those
whe are once justified by his grace, unless he is first for-
saken by them. No one therefore ought to flatter him-
self on account of his faith only, supposing that by faith
alone he is made an heir, and shall obtain the inherit-
ance, although he has not suffered with Christ, that he
may be glorified together. For Christ himself, as the
apostle affirms, ¢ though he was the Son of God, learn-
ed obedience by the things which he suffered, and being
consummated, he became to all who obey him the cause
of eternal salvation.’ Heb. v. 8, 9. Wherefore the sgpme
apostle admonishes the justified in these words: ‘Know
you not that they that run in the race, all run indeed, but
one receiveththe prize? Sorun that you mayobtain.....
I therefore so run, not as at an uncertainty ; I so fight,
aot ag one beating the air; but I chastise my body, and
bring it into subjection, lest perhaps, when I have preach-
ed t0 others I myself should become a cast-away.
i Cor. ix. 24—27. To the same effect Peter, the prince
of the apostles: ‘Labour the more, that by good works
you may make sure your calling and election: for
doing these things you shall not sin at any time,” 2 Pet.
i. 10. Whence it is plain that they are enemies to
the orthodox doctrine of religion, who affirm that the
just man sins in every good work, at least venially;
or, which is yet more intolerable, that he deserves ever-
lasting punishment ; and they also are enemies, who
maintain thatthe just sin in all works in which, by way
of rousing themse]yes from their sloth, and stimulating
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their diligence in running the christian race, they set
before their minds the eternal reward, as well as the
glory of God, which is first of all to be regarded ; since
it is written, ‘I have inclined my heart to do thy justi-
fications for ever, for the reward,’ Psalm cxix. 112. And
the apostle says of Moses, that ‘he looked unto the
reward,’ Heb. xi. 26.

“ Cuar. XII. That the rash confidence of predesti-
nation is to be avoided.

“ Let no man, while he continuesin this mortal state,
so far presume respecting the hidden mystery of divine
predestination, as to conclude that he is certainly one
of the predestinate; as if it were true that a justified
man cannot sin any more, or that if he sin, he can as-
sure himself of repentance ; for no one can know whom
God hath chosen for himself, unless by special revela-
tion.

% Cuar. X1IL Of the gift of perseverance.

“In like manner concerning the gift of perseverance,
of which it is written, ‘he that shall persevere tothe
end, he shall be saved, Matt. xxiv. 13.; which gift
can only be received from him who is able to establish
him who stands, that he may continue to stand, and to
restore the fallen. Let no one indulge himself in the
nssurance of absolute certainty; although it behoves all
to place the strongest confidence in the help of God.
For as God hath begun a good work, so he will perfect
it, working in them both to willand to accomplish, (Phil.
i.6.; ii. 13.) unless they fail of his grace. Neverthe-
less, let those who think they stand, take heed lest they
fall, and work out their own salvation with fear and
trembling, by labours, by watchings, by alms, by prayers,
by offerings, by fasts, and by chastity. For they ought
to fear, knowing that they are renewed to the hope of
glory, but are not yet in glory, being still engaged in
conflict with the flesh, the world, and the devil; in
which conflict they cannot overcome, unless by the
g‘rfce of God they obey the apostolic word, which saith,
‘We are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according *-

g'
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the flesh; for if you live according to the flesh, you shall
die; but if by the Spirit you mortify the deeds of the
body, you shall live. Rom. viii. 12, 13.

“Cuap. XIV. Of the lapsed, and their recovery.

# Those who by sin have fallen from the grace of jus-
tification received mgy be justified again, when, moved
by divine influence, they succeed in recovering their lost
grace by the sacrament of penance, through the merits
of Christ. For this method of justification is that re-
covery of the lapsed which the holy fathers have fitly
called the ‘second plank after shipwréck’ of lost grace. !
Moreover, Christ Jesus instituted the sacrament of pe-
nance for those who may fall into sin after baptism,
when he said, ‘receive ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins
you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose
sins you shall retain, they are retained,’ John xx. 22, 23.
Therefore we must teach that the penanee of a Chris-
tian man after his fall is very different from baptismal
penance, and includes not only the cessation from sin,
and the hatred thereof or a contrite and humble heart,
but also the sacramental confession of sin, at least in
desire, to be performed in due time, with priestly abso-
lution; satisfaction also, by fasts, alms, prayers, and
other pious exercises of the spiritual life; not satisfac-
tion for eternal punishment, which, together with the
offence, is remitted by the sacrament, or the desire
thereof—but for the temporal punishment, which, as the
Sacred Scriptures ieach, is not always remitted (as it is
in baptism) to those who being ungrateful for the grace
of God which they received, have grieved the Holy
Spirit and dared to profane the temple of God. Of this
penance itis written, Bemindful, therefore, from whence
thou art fallen, and do penance, and tothe first works."
Rev. il 5. And again, ‘ The sorrow that is according

31 ¢ The words of 8. Jerome, which say, that penance isa ¢ se-
cond plank,’ are universally known, and highl{oeommanded by alt
who have written on this sacrament. As he who suffers shipwreck
has no hope of safety, unless, perchance, he seize on some plank
from the wreck ; so he that sutfers the shipwreck of baptismal in-
necence, unless he cling to the saving plank of penance, may aban~
dou all hope of salvation.” Catechism, p. 261,
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o God worketh penance, steadfast unto salvation,’ 2
. Cor. vii. 10. And again, ‘ Do penance, and bring forth
fruit worthy of penange,’ Mag, iv. 2, 17.

“Cuar. XV. That grace, although not faith, may be
lost by any mortal sin.

“We must maintain, in oppogition to ‘the ertful
schemes of some men, whe by smooth wotds and flat*
tery deceive innocent minds, that although faith is not
lost, the received grace of justification may be, not only
by infidelity (in which even faith itself is lost,) but also
by any other mortal sin; in this upholding the doctrine
of the divine word, which not only excludes unbelievers
from the kingdom of God, but believers also, such as for.
nicators, adulterers, the effeminate, those who defile
themselves with mankind, covetous persons, drunkards,
railers, extortioners, and all others who commit deadly
sin, from which they might abstain by the help of divine
grace, and for which they are separated from the grace
of Christ.

“Cumar. XVL Of the fruit of justification; that is,
of the merit of good works, and the reason of thal
merit.

“For this reason the words of the apostle are to be
addressed to the justified, whether they have always pre-
served the grace they received, or whether they have
recovered it after it was lost: ‘Abound in every good
work, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord,’ 1 Cor. xv. 58: ‘For God is not unjust, that he
should forget your work, and the love which you have
shown in his name, Heb. vi. 10: and ‘Do not there-
fore lose your confidence, which hath a great reward.
$Heb. x. 35. Therefore eternal life is to be set before
those who persevere in good works to the end, and kope
in God, both as a favour mercifully promised to the
childrer of God through Christ Jesus, and as a reward
to be faithfully rendered to their good works and merits,
according to the divine engagement. For this is the
‘crown of justice’ which the apostles said was laid up
for him and weuld be rendered ¢o him by the just Judge,
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after he had fought his fight and finished his course;
and not to him only, but to all them also that love his
coming, 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. And seeing that Christ Jesus
imparts energy to the justified, as the head to the mem-
bers, and the vine to the branches; which energy always
precedes, accompanies, and follows their, good works,
and without which they could not be acceptable to
God, nor meritorious; it must be believed that the
justified are in no respect deficient, but that they may
be considered as fully satis{lying the divine law, (as far
as is compatible with our present condition,) by their
works, which are wrought in God, and as really deserv-
ing eternal life, to be bestowed in due time, if they die
in a state of grace ;%3 for Christ our Saviour saith, ‘He
that shall drink of the water that I shall give him,
ghall not thirst for ever, but the water that Ishallgive him,
shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up
into life everlasting.! John iv. 13, 14. So that neither
is our righteousness set up as if it were actually de-
rived from ourselves, nor is the righteousness of God
unknown or disallowed. For it is called our righteous-

52 ¢« Christ’s paines or passions have not so satisfied for all that
Christian men be discharged of their particular suffering or satisfy-
ing for each man’s own part; neither be our paines nogning worth
to the attainment of heaven, because Christ hath done enough, but
quite contrary : he was by his passion exalted to the lory of heaven,
therefore we by compassion or partaking with him in the like passions,
shall atteine to be fellowes with him in his kingdome.”” "Rhemish
Testament, Ram. viii. 17. Elsewhere, the same writers affirm that
“ Christian men’s workes” are *““joyned with God’s grace, as causes
of our salvation,” and that they ‘doe merit heaven!” Notes on
Rom. ii. 6, 32.

“We will prove,” says Bellarmine, *“and this is the common
qpinion of all Catholics, that the good works of the just are truly
and properly merits, deserving eternal life itself;” De Justif. lib.
v.c. L. :

“Not only are we promised those blessings which seem to have
reference to earthly happiness, to be *blessed in the city, and blessed,
in the field,’ {Deut. xxviii. 3.,) but we are also promised ‘a very

at reward in heaven,’ ‘good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over,’ (Mat. v. 12; Luke vi. 38,) whichaided
by the divine niercy, we merit by our actions when recommended by
tety andjustice.”—* When we offend God by sin, wrong our neigh-
ur, or injure ourselves, we np&ease the wrath of God by prayer;
by alms-deeds we redeem our offences against man ; and by fasting
we appease God, and efface from our own souls the stains of sin.”
Catechism, pp. 347, 475,

”
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wess, because we are justified thereby, through its in-
dwelling ia us; and at the same time it is the righte-
ousness of God, because it is infused into us by God,
through the merits of Christ. Nevertheless, it is not
to be forgotten that though the sacred Scriptures attach
80 much value to good works, that Christ promises ¢ that
whosoever shall give to drink to ome of his little ones
a cup of cold water only he shall not lose his reward,
(Mat. x. 42,) and the apostle testifies that ‘ that which
18 at present mqmentary and light of our affliction
worketh for us ahove measure exceedingly an eternal
weight of glory,’ (2 Cor. iv. 17 ;) yet far be it from a
Christian man that he should trust or glory in himself,
and not in the Lord, whose goodness towards all men is
so great, that he wills those excellencigs which are his
own gifts to be also regarded as their merits. And
since in many things we all offend, every one ought to
set before his eyes the severity and justice of God, as
well as his mercy and goodness, nor judge himself, al-
though unconscious of guilt: for the actions of men are
not to be examined and judged by human judgment,
but by God’'s; who both will bring to light the hidden
things of darkaess, and will make manifest the counsels
of the hearts, and then shall every man have praise from
God,’ who, it is written, ¢ will render to every man ac-
eording to his works, 1 Cor. iv. 6; Rom, ii. 6."

R Y

% To this exposition of the Catholic doctrine of justi-
fication, without a sincere and firm faith in which no
one can be justified, the holy council hath thought fit
to subjoin these canons, that all may know, not only
what is to be held and followed, but also what is to be
rejected and shunned :—

“ Canon 1. Whoever shall affirm, that a man may
be justified before God by his own works, whether per-
formed by the strength of human nature, or according
to the teaching of the law, without the grace of God
in Christ Jesus, let him be accursed.

%2, Whoever shall affirm, that divine grace by Christ
Jesus was given to this end only, that man might be
better able to live righteously, and deserve eternal tife;
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as if he could do both by his own free will, although
with extreme difficulty : let him be accursed.

%3, Whoever shall affirm, that man is able to be-
lieve, hope, love, or repent as he ought, so as to attain
to the grace of justification, without the preventing
influence and aid of the Holy Spirit: let him be ac-
cursed. '

4, Whoever shall affirm, that when man’s free will
is moved and wrought upon by God, it does in no re-
spect co-operate and consent to divine influence and
ealling, so asto dispose and prepare him to obtain the
grace of justification ; or that he cannot refuse if he
would, but is like a lifeless thing, altogether inert, and
merely passive: let him be accursed.

“ 5. Whoever shall affirm, that the free will of man
has been lost and extinct since the fall of Adam; or
that it exists only in name, or rather as a name without
substance; or that it is a fiction, introduced by Satan
nto the church: let him be accursed.

6. “Whaever shallaffirm, that it is not in the power of
man to cammit sin of himself, but that evil as well as
good works are wrought by God, not only permissively,
but really, as his own act; so that the treachery of

Judas was no Iess his work than the calling of Paul:

let him be accursed.

“7. Whoever shall affirm, that all works done before
justification, in whatever way performed, are actually
sing, and deserve God's hatred; or that the more ear-
nestly a man labours to dispose himself for grace, hedoes
but sin the more: let him be accursed.s 3

“8. Whoever shall affirm, that the fear of hell, under
the influence of which we flee to the mercy of God, sor-
rowing for sin and abstaining therefrom, 1s itself sin, or
makes sinners worse: let him be accursed.

“9. Whoever shall affirm, that the ungodly is jus-
tified by faith only, so that it is to be understood that
nothing else is to be required, to co-operate therewith in
order to obtain justification; and that it is on no ac-

53 «“ They curse the Apostle who denies that any one can please
God without faith. They curse Christ and Paul, who pronounce
all unbelievers to be dead, and to be awakened from the sleep of
death by the Gospel.” Calvin. Antidot. p. 230,
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count necessary that he should prepare and disposd
himself by the effect of his own will: let him be ac-
tursed.

“10. Whoever shall affirm, that men are justified
without the righteousness of Christ, by which he has
merited for us; or that they ate thereby formally just;s ¢
let him be accursed.

“11. Whoever shall affirm, that men are justified
solely by the imputation of the righteousness of Christ,
or the remission of sin, to the exclusion of grace and
charity, which is shed abroad in their hearts, and in-
heres in them; or that the grace by which we are jus-
tified is only the favour of God;*% let him be ac-
cursed. ‘

“12. Whoever shall affitm, that justifying faith is
nothing else than confidence in the divine mercy, by
which sins are forgiven fot Christ's saks; or that it
is that confidence only by which we dre justified: let
him be accursed. )

“13. Whoever shall affitm, that in order to obtain
the forgiveness of sin it is necessafy in all cases that
the individual should fitmly believe, without any doubt
concerning his own infirmity and corruption, that his
sins are forgiven: let him be accutsed: .

“14. Whoever shall affirm, that & ifian is forgiven
and justified, because he steadfastly believes that he is
forgiven and justified; of that no one is truly justified
unless he believes himself to be so; or that it 18 by such
faith only that pardon and justification are obtained : let
him be accursed.s¢

54 It has been already affirmed, that ¢ inherent” righteonsness is
the formal cause of justification ; the redemption of Christ istermed
the meritorious cause, not because thereby solely we are accepted
before God—this is denied in the next canon, but becaunse it gives
efficacy to onr ri%hteouness; so that, according tu the Roman Ca.
tholic scheme, salvation is of works.

55 Bellarmine gives this gloss upon Rom. iii.24. ¢ The * favour
of God,’ is sufficiently explained by the word ‘freely,” for he whe
jastifies freely, tertainly justifies out of benevolence and liberality.

herefore the additional clause, ‘ by his grace,” does not signify his
favoar, but something else, namelyy, the effect thereof:” De Justific.
lib. ii. ¢. 3.

56 «I do not see why they should condemn the sama individual
twice; unless they were afraid that the thunderbolt did not strike
&im the first time.” Calvin ut sup. p. 251
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#13. Whoever shall affirm, that the faith of a re-
newed and justified man reqiires him to bel.ieve that
ke is certainly one of the predestinate: let him be ac-
cursed.

#16. Whoever shall affirm, that he shall mest surely,
certainly; and infallibly enjoy the great gift of persever-
ance unto the end; unless he hath learned the same
by special revelation ; let him be accursed.

#17. Whoever shall affirm, that the grace of justifi-
cation belongs only to those who are predestinated to
life; and that all others though they are called, are not
called to receive grace, being by the ordinance of God
predestinated to misery; let him be accursed.

#18. Whoever shall affirm, that it is impossible even
for a justified man, living in a state of grace, to keep
the commandments of God; let him be accursed.

“19. Whoever shall affirm, that the gospel contains
no positive command but to believe; and that all the
rest are indifferent, being neither enjoined nor prohibited,
but free; or that the ten commandments are not bind-
ing upon Christians; let him be accursed.

“20. Whoever shall affirm, that a justified man, how
perfect soever, is not bound to keep the commandments
of God and the church, but only to believe; as if the
gospel were a naked and absolute promise of eternal
life, without the condition of keeping the command-
ments: let him be accursed.

“2]1. Whoever shall affirm, that Christ Jesus was
given by God to men as a Redeemer to be trusted in,
but not also as a Lawgiver to be obeyed; let him be
accursed. - ' :

“22. Whoever shall affirm, that a justified man is
able to persevere in righteousness received without the
special help of God; or with that help he cannot: let
kim be accursed. ) ’

“23. 'Whoever shall affirm, that a man once justi-
fied cannot fall into sin any more, nor lose grace, and
therefore that he who falls into sin never was truly jus-
tified ; or, on the other hand, that he is able, all his life
long, to aveid all sins, even such as are venial, and thas
without a special privilege from God, such as the
church believes was granted to the blessed Virgin; les
kim be accursed.
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%24, Whoever shall affirm, that justification received
is not preserved, and even increased, in the sight of God,
by good works; but that works are only the fruits and
evidences of justification received, and not the causes of
its increase: let himbe accursed.

“25. Whoever shall affirm, that a righteous man
sins in every good work, at least venially; or, which
is yet more intolerable, mortally; and that he therefore
deserves eternal punishment, and only for this reason is
not condemned, that God does not impute his works to
condemnation : let him be accursed.

#26. Whoever shall affirm, that the righteous ought
not to expectand hope for everlasting reward from God
for their good works, which are wrought in God, through
his mercy and the merits of Jesus Christ, if they per-
severe to the end in well-doing and observance of the
divine commandments: let him be accursed.

% Q7. Whoever shall affirm, that there is no mortal
sin, except infidelity ; or that grace once received can-
not be lost by any other sin than infidelity, however
great and enormous : let him be accursed.

#28. Whoever shall affirm, that when grace is lost
by sin, faith is always lost at the same time; or that
the faith which remains is not true faith, being confess-
edly inactive; or that he who has faith withoutcharity
is nota Christian: let him be accursed.

%29, Whoever shall affirm, that he who has fallen
after baptism cannot by the grace of God rise again ; or
that if he can, it is possible for him to recover his lost
righteousness by faith only, without the sacrament of

nance, which the holy Roman and universal church,
instructed by Christ the Lord and bis Apostles, has
to this day professed, kept, and taught: let him be ac-
cursed. )

#30. Whoever shall affirm, that when the grace of
justification is received, the offence of the penitent sin-
ner is g0 forgiven, and the sentence of eternal punish-
ment reversed, that there remains no temporal punish
ment to be endured, before his entrance into the king-
dom of beaven, either in this world, or in the future
state, in purgatory : let him be accursed.s? .

#«31. Whoever shall affirm, that a righteous man

514t wes an edsy matter l})&' the. prioste, intaxicated by the
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sing, if he performs good workg{witha view to the.ever-
Tasting reward : let him be accursed.

139, Whoever shall affirm, that the good works of a
justified man are in such sense the gifts of God, that
they are not also his worthy merits ; or that he, being
justified by his good works, which are wrought hy him
through the grace of God, and the merits of Jesus Christ,
of whom he is & living member, does not really deserve
increase of grace, eternal life, the enjoyment of that
eternal life if he dies in a state of grace, and even an
increase of glory : let him be accursed.s®

« 33 Whoever shall affirm, that the Catholic doc-
trine of justification, as stated by the holy council in
the present decree does in respect derogate from the
glory of God and the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord;
or that the truth of our faith is not thereby clearly ex-
plained, and the glory of God and of Christ Jesus pro-
moted : let him be accursed.” ¢°

devilish security they enjoyed, to invoke temporal punishments—
men who regard nothing as a crime except murder—m whose eyes
whoring is & slight offence and the indulgence of vilest lusts,
virtaous practices deserving of praise—who look upon every se-
cret sin against conscience as of no importance. But this is nota
satisfactory solution to us who, as it were, confounded and troubled
after a long examination, are compelled to cry out with David: ‘who
shall understand his faults.’ ’—Calvin. Antidot. ut sup. p. 263

58« Bat it will be said, if the merits of men are necessary, it
proves that the merits of Christ are insufficient. Not so. For the
merits of men are not required because of the insufficiency of those
of Cbrist, but because of their own very great efficacy. For the
work of Christ hath not only deserved of God that we shoald obtain
salvation ; but also that we should obtain it by our own merits.”—
Bellarmin. de Justific. lib. v. c. 5.

“The Catholic church pursues a middle course; teaching that
our chizf hope and confidence must be placed in God, yet some also
in our own merits.” Ibid. ¢.7. In another place Bellarmine ob-
serves that there is some difference of sentimentrespecting the kind
of merit attached to-good works; but that according to the “ gene-
:’l" ogl‘?‘;(‘):i) ?lf divines, l‘t: l:: :;erit of condignity, properly so call-

. ch opinien,” he , “is certai . senten-
tia verissima est.” _ Ibid e. 16. inly true.  Qua

59 « A well directed caution : that no one nny perceive, what none
can avoid perceiving. Atthe same time that they a]n;ogt deprive
God of alt glory an Christ of all honour, they pass the sentence of
excommunication on all who shall attempt to derogate from the just
- claims of either. As if a man should commit murder in the midst
of the mnxket-place, in the presence of a multitude, and should for-
bid them to believe whatthey all saw. Moreover, they make nrani-
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By these decisions *faith is made void,' the finished
work of the Lord Jesus Christ is transformed into a
mere stepping stone for human merit; and men are
taught to look rather to themselves than to the Saviour,
and to rely on their own doings, to the exclusion, or at
least the depreciation of his all-glorious righteousness.

“ We are accounted righteous before God,” says the
Church of England, only for the merit of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our own
works or deservings: wherefore, that we are justified by
faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full
of comfort”’¢¢ Of the importance of right views of
this doctrine no well-informed Protestant can entertain
any doubt. Whatever else may be considered indifferent
or non-essential, this cannot be. It is a foundation-
principle ; error hereis fatal. We may be mistaken in
our views of the external or minor pointsof Christianity,
and yet be saved ; but if we build our hopes of ever-
lasting life on any thing short of theatonement of Christ,
or “go about to establish our own righteousness” we
are confiding in “refuges of lies,” and must expect to
“Jie down in sorrow.”” ¢ Other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid, which is Christ Jesus” {
Cor. iii. 11. .

The Apostle Paul has so clearly and fully explained
this subject in his epistles to the Romans and the Ga-
atians, that one might almost suppose it impossible to
misapprehend him, and that whatever might be the fate
of other truths, this would be transmitted, unimpaired,
from one generation to another. But there is reason to
believe that the scriptural view of justification was lost
or obscured at a very early period in the history of the
church. By the introduction of numerous ceremonies
and ecclesiastical observances, a scrupulous attention
to which was held to be meritorious, the self-righteous
principle was daily fed and nourished; a sagacious
and aspiring priesthood quickly perceived the advan-
tage to be gained by keeping up the delusion; and at
length, by the just judgment of God, men came to

fest the falsity of their reasoning from the fact, that they threaten
others with tge terrors of excommunication that they may not dare
do0"perceive what they themselves believe to be wrong.” Calyin.
Antidot. ut sup. p. 253.

9 Eleventh article.
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#believe their own lie,’ and the free grace of God, the
imputation of the Redeemer’s righteousness, and justifi-
cation by faith in him, were clean banished away from
the creed of Christendom.

Such was the state of things in the early part of the
sixteenth century, when the reformers entered on their
splendid career. Convinced that a right understanding
and hearty reception of this doctrine would ensure the
downfall of the whole fabric of self-righteousness and
superstition, they exerted themselves to the utmost in
explaining and defending it. It was their favourite sub-
Jject—that on which they were all agreed, and its vast
importance was deeply felt and constantly urged. “The
somme and hole cause of the writing of this Epistle,”
said Tyndal, in his *“ Prologe to the Romayns,” “is,to
prove that a man is justified by fayth onely; whick

roposition whoso denyeth, to him is not onely this

wistle and al that Paul wryteth, but also the hole
Scripture so locked up, that he shall never understand
3¢ to his soul's health.” Luther observes of this doctrine
that “it is the head corner-stone which supports, nay,
gives existence and life to the church of God ; so that
without it the church cannot subsist for an hour.”—
He calls it the “only solid rock.” *“ This christian
article,”” he writes, “can never be handled and incul-
cated enough. If this doctrine fall and perish, the
knowledge of every truth in religion will fall and perish
with it. On the contrary, if this do but flourish, all
good thin%s will also flourish, namely, true religion, the
true worship of God, the glory of God, and a right
knowledge of every thing which it becomes a Christian
to know.’ ¢!

That salvation is entirely owing to divine grace, and
that the sinner is justified when he believes the gospel,
are truths written as with a sunbeam in the Inspired Vo-
lume. But they are so opposed to the whole system of
popery that none can be surprised at the earnestness
with which the prelates and divines at Trent laboured
to dilute their meaning and explain them away. In
effecting this, they first confounded justification and

61 Milner's Church history, vol. iv. p. 515, S8cott’s Continuation
of Milner, vol. i. p. 527.
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sanctification, and by making the former include the
latter (which they well knew their adversaries would
deny) supposed that they had provided a ready and
conclusive answer to'those who held that man is justified
by faith only. This disingenuous artifice can deceive
no one. Protestants never maintained the absurd po-
sition, that we are sanctified by faith only; but the
distinguish between things that differ. Justification 18
the foundation; sanctification, the building ; in the for-
mer the rebel is pardoned and reconciled; the latter is
the obedience of a loyal subject:—*“by grace ye are
saved, through faith,” explains the one; the other is
thus described—* we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained, that we should walk in them 82

Next, the council taught the necessity of * disposi-
tions” and “ preparations,” holding that they constitute
a fitness for the favour of God; among these “disposi-
tions,” faith is but one out of seven, and faith, accord-
ing to Roman Catholic doctrine, is believing God and
the Church. Still further to “darken counsel” they
connected justification with baptism, whether in the case
of an infant or an adult. Isanindividual distressed on
account of sia? If he was baptized in infancy, he is
told that he was then justified, and that penance is now
the path to peace, the ““ second plank after shipwreck.”
If he was not baptized in infancy, as soon as that or-
dinance is administered he is assured that he is safe.—
He is not bidden to look to the cross of Christ; nothing
is said of the “blood that cleanseth from all sin;”’ he
has been washed in the “laver of regeneration;” the
“instrumental cause” of justification, and with this he
is to be satisfied. Here is no room for the Apostolic de-
claration, * Being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ:”¢3 it is shut out
altogether.

The consummation of impiety is the doctrine of hu-
man merit, so explicitly and shamelessly set forth. Our
blessed Saviour said, “When ye shall have done all
those things which are commanded you, say, We are
unprofitable servants ; we have done that which was our

82 Ephes. ii. 8—10. €3 Rom. v. 1.
i0*



114 JUSTIFICATION.

duty to do.'’e¢ The glorified spirits in heaven, the ¢on-
fessors and martyrs of the church, have ¢ washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lainb,
therefore are they before the throne of God.”¢5 Such
is the language of Holy Writ. In direct opposition to
this, the council of Trent declares, and Roman Catho-
lics believe, that the good works of the justified man
#really deserve increase of grace, and eternal life!”

The effect of these sentiments on the mind, and the
influence it isintended they should exert, may be ascer-
tained by a reference to the manner in which they are
interwoven with the benevolent efforts and devotional
exercises of Roman Catholics.

One specimen of the former will suffice. An insti-
tution exists, called the “ London Mission Fund,” es-
tablished “for the purpose of providing funds for the
education of Pastors for the mission, and also to assist
in the erection of chapels, or any work that might pro-
mote the interests of religion.” Liberality is thus re-
commended and urged ;—* Each person becoming a
member enjoys the benefit of having the holy sacrifice
offered up for him the first Sunday in every month at
Virginia-street chapel ; and he also participates in the
benefit of four masses, that are celebrated every week in
the Bishop’s College for its members and benefactors.—
Such are the advantages, and such are the objects that
are aimed at by this institution ; objects that should in-
duce every Catholic whois sincerely attached tothe faith
of his ancestors, to seize with gladness this opportunity
of propitiating the favour of the Almighty, and laying
up for himself immortal treasuresin heaven.’ o8

The following extracts are taken from Challoner's
“ Garden of the Soul.” A “ Morning Prayer” contains
these expressions : “1 desire by thy grace to make satis-
faction for my sins by worthy fruits of penance; and I
will willingly accept from thy hands whatever pains,
crosses, or sufferings I shall meet with during the re-
mainder of my life, or at my death, as just punishments
of my iniquities; begging that they may be united to
the sufferings and death of my Redeemer, and sanctified

64 Luke xvii. 10. 63 Rev. vii, 14, 15.
% Laity's Directory, 1830, p. 4.
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by his passion, in which is all my hope for mercy, grace,
and salvation.” p. 31. “How very short the time of ghis
life is, which is given us in order tolabour for eternity, hnd
to send before us a stock of good works, on whick we may
live for eternity” p. 201. The sick person is thus in-
structed, “Beg that God would accept of all your pains
and uneasiness, in union with the sufferings of your
Saviour Jesus Christ, in deduction of the punishment
due to your sins” p. 275. On these passages no com-
ment is required : their design and tendency are suffi-
ciently apparent.

‘We add some specimens of the prayers prescribed in
the Roman Missal. “Let our fasts, we beseech thee, O
Lord, be acceptable to thee, that by atoning for our sing,
they may both make us worthy of thy grace, and bring
us to the everlasting effects of thy promise.” “ Receive,
O Lord, we beseech thee, the prayers of the faithful, to-
gether with these oblations; that by these duties of piety
they may obtain eternal life.”’ 87— O God, who by in-
numerable miracles hast honoured blessed Nicholas, the
bishop; grant, we beseech thee, that by his merits and
inlercesston we may bedelivered from eternal flames.” ¢ s
—*0 God, who was pleased to send blessed Patrick,
thy bishop and confessor, to preach thy glory to the
Gentiles; grant, that by Ais merits and intercession we
may, through thy grace, be enabled to keep thy com-
mandments.” $2—“Q God, who hast translated the bless-
ed Dunstan, thy high priest, to thy heavenly kingdom;
grant that we, by his glorious merits, may pass from
hence to never-ending joys.” ¢*—*“ O God, who grant-
est us to celebrate the translation of the relics of blessed
Thomas, thy martyr and bishop; we humbly beseech
thee that, by his merits and prayers, we may pass from
vice to virtue, and from the prison of this flesh to an eter-
nal kingdom.” 71

The reader has now before him the sentiments of the
Roman Catholic churchon the doctrine of justification ;
and he sees the use that is made of these sentiments,

67 Roman Missal for the use of the Laity, pp. 61, 337.

Ibid. p. 527. 69 Tbid. p. 563. n [bid.lr. 585.

71 Ibid. p. 614. The late Dr. Milner said of bis op Poynter,
* that he would give the universe to possess half his merit in the sight
of God.” Laity’s Directory, 1829, p.74.
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and their practical tendency and effect. The conclu-
siop is necessarily this—that he who thoroughly receives
the Romish system, and imbibes its spirit, is an enemy
to the “righteousness of God, which is by faith;” heis
instructed either to overlook the finished work of the Sav-
iour, or to use it simply as the passport for his own
doings, his fasts, his alms, his penance; and his practi-
cal reliance for eternal life is partly on his own merits,
and partly on the merits of those saints whose aid he is
taught to implore. 'We know that Roman Catholic ad-
vocates attempt to represent the dogmas of their church
as far less exceptionable than has been now stated, and
would refuse to admit some of our Protestant infer-
ences: but with their theories and unauthorized * decla-
rations” we have nothing to do; we have gone to the
highest authority for our information, and we challenge
them to disprove our statements if they can.

That such an exposition of the doctrine as the decree
passed at Trent contains, should satisfy the Protestants,
was neither intended nor expected. The bold avowal
of human merit—the implied undervaluing of the Sav-
iour's righteousness; the severe and uncompromising
denunciation of truths which they had long held dear,
convinced the reformers that their censures of the Ro-
man Catholic system were amply vindicated, and
strengthened their attachment to those doctrines by the
profession of which they were distinguished from their
opponents—especially justification by faith—articulus
stantis vel cadentis ecclesie.?

;i The canons and anathemas, it must be confessed,

72 “Thus, indeed, they begin with saying, that they can be desi-
rous of nothing but the honour of Christ: but the truth is, they leave
him but little of all which properly belongs to him. In faet, their de-
finition embraces nothing but the trite dogma of the schools, men
are to be justified partly gyllusgmu of God and partly by their own
works : t{ﬁn is done thatthey may appear a little more within bounds
than Pelaﬂ':’m." Calvin, Antidot. ut sup. p. 259.

Melancthon uses much stronger language :—* There is an article
published by the synod of Trent respecting the righteousness of faith,
which, in an audacious and impious manner condemns the words
of the Apostle heard in your churches.”’—And again, “ Let us trust
to the assertions of God, and not listen to the decree of the council of
Trent, which compels men to doubt after the manner of the disci-
ples of Pyrrhus,” ~ Epistolee, pp. 556,571. Ed. Lond. 1692.
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are sufficiently intelligible; but the decree itself was in
several instances purposely rendered ambiguous, that it
might include the differing sentiments of the divines and
prelates.  Of this ambiguity no other proof is needed
than the publications that were issued shortly after by
Catharin and Soto. The latter, in a work “on nature
and grace,” maintained that man cannot have an entire
and absolute certainty of being in a justified state: the
former argued in favour of that certainty. Andrew Ve-
ga also published voluminous “Commentaries” on the
decree, in the course of which he controverted many of
Soto's sentiments. These authors dedicated their works
to the council: in support of their conflicting notions
they appealed to its decree on justification, in preparing
which they themselves were concerned, and yet inter-
preted it differently, each in favour of his own scheme!
Cardinal Santa Croce sided with Catharin; De Monte
professed to be neutral.’”> Where was the boasted in-
fallibility of the church?

In passing the doctrinal decree the fathers were nearly
unanimous.”¢ But when their votes were required for
the decree of reformation, there was such difference
and opposition of sentiment, such confusion and uproar,
that the legates dismissed the assembly without pass-
ing the decree. After undergoing frequent revision
and amendment, it was at length suffered to be pub-
lished, about six weeks after the session.”® The prin-
cipal enactment related to residence. Patriarchs, Arch-
bishops, and Bishops, were directed to reside in their
respective sees under the penalties inflicted by the an-
cient canons; if they were absent six months, a fourth

bo::‘Sarpi, 8.80,83. Pallav. lib. viii. c. 19. 8.16. Du Pin, cent. xvi.
5.

74 One prelate was determined to signalize his zeal in an extra-
ordinary manner. Instead of contenting himself with the ordinary
expression of assent, he wrote thus: ¢ I, archbishop of Turia, vene-
rate this holy and catholic doctrine concerning justification: and
thus I faithfully and heartily receive it. 8o may God always think
fit to justify me. Amen. And whatever this holy council of Trent
assents to, I assent to: whatever it condemns, I condemn. This I
have subscribed with my own hand.” Le Plat, iii. 495,

75 Pallav. lib. ix. c. 1, 2.

L4

-
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part of the years revenue might be confiscated; if
twelve months, one-half ; and they were further enjoin-
ed to enforce residence on the lower orders of the cler-
gy. But “just and reasonable causes”’ of absence were
excepted; and indulgences and dispensations remained
in full force, so that provision was made for the dis-
charge of the official duties of the absentee. Ample
scope was thus afforded for evasion of the decree,
and it was found necessary to recur to the subject again
in subsequent sessions,
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CHAPTER VL

THE SACRAMENTS.—BAPTISM.—CONFIRMATION.

Discussions on the doctrine of the Sacraments, and on beptism and
confirmation—Debates on pluralities—Memorial presented by the
Spanish bishops—SxvEnTH SEssion—Decreeonthe sacraments,
and on baptism and confirmation—also on reform, chiefly plurali-
ties—Infectious fever at Trent—Resolution taken to transfer the
Council to Bologna—Eicara Sxssion—The 8panish bishops re-
fuse to leave Trent—Observations on the transfer—Indignation
of the Emperor—Proceedings at Bologna—Nintr and TertH
Skssioxs—Diet of Augsburg—Submission of the Protestants
procured—The Pope refuses to restore the Council to Trent
—The Emﬁemr protests against it—The interim—Suspension of
the Council—Death of the Pope.

AT the first general congregation held after the sixth
session, it was resolved that the subject of the sacra-
ments should be next considered,and in connexion with
it the question of episcopal residence, chiefly with a
view to the reformation of those abuses by which it was
hindered. These subjects were committed to two sepa-
rate congregations: doctrine was discussed by the di-
vines, discipline by the doctors of the canon law: over
the former Santa Croce presided, and De Monte over
the latter.

The fathers were pretty generally agreed respecting
the number of the sacraments. It was held that they
were neither more nor fewer than seven, viz. baptism,
confirmation, the eucharist, penance, extreme unetion,
arders, and matrimony. In support of this number,
nothing better could be adduced than tradition and fan-
ciful analogies;7¢ for though it was endeavoured to be
proved that all the seven sacraments were instituted by

76 It was argued, for instance, that seven is a perfect number;
since there are seven days in the week, seven excellent virtues, se-
ven deadly sins, seven Y ets, &e. Sarpi,l. ii.s. 85. Such cogent
reasoning was irresistible ! .o

—
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the authority of Jesus Christ, it is perfectly obvious that
the record of the institution is not to be found in the New
Testament.

There was also an entire unanimity in the condem-
nation of the reformers, for denying that the sacraments
confer grace. But they were not united in their expo-
sitions of the manner n which this effect is produced.
The divines generally maintained that grace is acquired
in two ways :—it may flow from the good disposition of
the recipient—thisis grace ez opere operantis: or it may
be produced by a supposed virtue in the sacrament it-
self, as baptism bestows grace on infants and idiots, and
extreme unction on the uncounscious sick and dying—
this is grace ez opere operato. Here the Dominicans
and Franciscans differed widely in their explanations.
The former asserted that the sacraments possess in
themselves an efficacious power, producing in the soul
a disposition to receive grace, and that they contain
grace as the effect is contained in the cause. The latter
denied this efficacious power, and held that the virtue of
the sacraments consists solely in the promise of God to
confer grace when they are administered, and conse-
quently that grace does not flow from any actual energy
in the sacrament itself, but from the promise of God,
who has connected both together. Long and angry
disputations resulted: each party charged the other
with heresy, and the legates were compelled to seek the
interference of the Pope, to curb the violence of the
monks, and restrain their ungovernable fury.

Baptism, confirmation, and orders, are supposed by
the Romish church to produce a peculiar and indelible
effect on the party, called the impression of a chkaracter.
The divines at Trent weredivided on this subject : whe-
ther to call it a spiritual power, a habit, a disposition, a
relation, or a quality, they could not agree; nor were
they unanimous respecting its seat, some placing it in
the essence of the soul, some in the mind, others in the
‘will, and a fourth class in the hands and tongue. Je-
rome Oleadter thought that the sacraments impart a
twofold spiritual quality, the one termed a ‘‘character,”
and the. other an “ornament;” the first being mdehble,
the.segond, not ;i that the sa.cta.ments which confer the

«first are never to be repeated, but that the rest are to he
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resorted to again when the effect is lost, in order to its
recovery.?7 .

Much was said respecting the intention of the mi-
nister from whom a sacrament is received. It was
generally thought that the validity of the sacrament
depends on that intention being rightly directed, in
default of which the ceremnony is null, and all its pre-
sumed benefits lost. Ambrose Catharin laboured hard
to procure some modification of this scntiment. He
dwelt on the pernicious consequences that must ensue
if the decree were so constructed. A priest might be
an infidel or a hypocrite: in such a corrupt age, it was
to be feared there were many of that description. These
individuals would mean nothing less in the administra-
tion of the sacraments than what the church intended,
and would commonly administer them with secret deri-
sion and contempt. But if the inward intention of the
priest were essential, how sad must be the condition of
those who had received baptism, absolution, extreme
unction, &c. from an ungodly administrator, and who
must be deemed to be in an unchristianised state! He
therefore thought it should be sufficient if the forms pre-
scribed by the church were duly observed, whatever
might be the intention of the priest; but the majority
were of a different mind.”®

As it was soon found impracticable to comprise the
whole of the sacraments in one decree, it was decided
that only baptism and confirmation should be then dis-
cussed. There was scarcely any division of sentiment
on these topics.7® When the debates had finished,
canons were prepared, backed with anathemas, asin the
preceding session, and so dexterously formed, by the
use of general and vague expressions, as to include the

77 Sarpi, ut sup. s. 86.

78 Sarpi, ut sup. Pallav. L. ix. c. 6. 8. 4.

™ Cardinal Cajetan, writing on baptism, had supposed thatinfants
dying in the birth might be saved if a benediction in the name of the

rinity was pronounced upon them, baptism in such cases being
plainly impossible. It was not thought necessary to condemn this
notion. Nevertheless, the passage containing it was afterwards or-
dered to be expunged by Soye Pius V. The infallible Pope de-
tected heresy where the infallible council had not discerned it ! Pal-
Tav. ut sup. c. 8. 5. 1—8.

11
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several varieties of Roman Catholic opinion, and con-
demn none but Protestants. All parties were satisfied
with the manner in which this part of the decree was
executed ; but when a similar attempt was made in pre-
paring explanatory chapters, as on justification, there
was 50 much difficulty in combining opposite sentiments,
that the project was abandoned, and canons only were
published.

While the divines were employed in their theological
discussions, the canonists were equally busy in prepar-
ing the decree of reformation. But it was impossible
to meet the views and wishes of all the prelates, espe-
cially the Spaniards, who had determined to make a
bold stand against the usurpations of the Pope, and to
put a stop, if possible, to the aggrandizement of the
regulars. In addition to their just complaints on this
head, the scandalous intrigues and rapacious exactions
of the court of Rome gave great and general offence.
Almost any thing could be accomplished by money and
influence ; and the decrees and canons of ancient coun-
cils were unceremoniously set aside, when some needy
favourite or busy tool of the papacy was to be enriched.

These evils were attacked with much vigour. The
prelates revived the discussion of the divine right of
residence, which, if it were once determined and de-
clared, would destroy most of the alleged abuses. But-
here they were treading on forbidden ground. They had
touched the Pope’s prerogative ; and De Monte told
them, with an angry and haughty air, that they must
not presume to meddle with this subject: such was the
will of the Pontiff, and he must be obeyed. Besides,
too severe a reformation would not suit the times ; they
must consider what was possible, as well as what was
proper.8°

It was agreed that their attention should be princi-
pally confined to the abuses arising out of pluralities.
The disease was universally acknowledged ;! every
one was ready to prescribe for it, and each thought his
own remedy thebest. Whilesome wished all pluralities
to be declared unlawful, others thought it sufficient to

&0 Sarpi, 8. 84. Pallav. 1. ix. c. 1. s. 10.
81 Thirty or forty benefices were sometimes enjoyed by one person ¢
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quash such dispensations, commendams, and unions for
life, as had been evidently granted on considerations of
private emolument alone. The bishop of Alberiga de-
precated the enactment of an ex post facto law, and
recommended that they should only legislate for the
future. Those who held the divine right of residence,
maintained the unlawfulness of pluralities in the same
sense: their opponents regarded it as a question of ec-
clesiastical right only. The bishop of Astorga hoped,
that however they might differ on some points, they
would at least agree in prohibiting commendams and
unions for life, which he stigmatised as the fruits of ava-
rice and ambition, and said that it would be shameful to
preserve abuses so pernicious. But the Italian bishops,
the Pope’s devoted servants, would not consent to any
thing beyond a very partial and moderate reform.®2
Perceiving that their wishes were either resisted or
evaded, the Spanish prelates held a private meeting at
the close of one of the congregations, and determined to
present in writing a full and formal statement of all their
demands. When the legates received the document,®3
they were greatly disconcerted. In a letter to the Pope,
inclosing the paper, they told his boliness that the bi-
shops were becoming bolder every day; that they spoke
of the cardinals with little respect, and even dared to
insinuate that he himself intended only to amuse the
world with vain hopes, instead of accomplishing a tho-
rough reform; and that it would soon be very difficult
to restrain them, especially as they had begun to hold
secret meetings. After consulting with the cardinals,
the Pope replied, expressing entire satisfaction with the
conduct of his representatives, and leaving it to them to
decide according to circumstances, as they judged best
for the interests of the holy see. Santa Croce would
have made some concessions, but De Monte maintained
the contrary opinion with so much warmth, that his

82 Sarpi, s. 88.

83 The Spanish bishops demanded the unequivocal declaration of
the divine night of residence, and that the same should be enforced
on all ecclesiastics, from cardinals to the lowest ranks—the utter
abolition of plurelities—and the revocation of all dispensations and
unions for life.
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colleague yielded, and the decree was prepareu accord-
ingly.st

The legates had inserted in the prologue the follow-
ing clause: “saving in all things the authority of the
apostolic see.” This plainly nullified the whole, since
it would be worse than uselessto issue enactments which
the Pope might afterwards dispense with by a stroke of
his pen. Nevertheless, though vigorously opposed by
the reforming party, the clause was suffered to remain.
Various attempts were made to procure a more exten-
sive reform than the decree contemplated, but they were
entirely ineffectual. Some were afraid to speak their
minds freely; some were gained by flattery, or cajoled
by assurances that the Pope himself would remedy all
evils; and the decree was in consequence approved by
a large majority.®5

The seventh session was held March 3. No sermon
was delivered, as the bishop of St. Marc, who had been
appointed to preach, was detained at his lodgings by a
violent cold, and no one was able to ascend the pulpit
at so short a notice. The doctrinal decree was divided
into three parts, of which the first treated of the sacra-
ments in general. It is as follows :—

“ In order to complete the exposition of the wholesome
doctrine of justification, published in the last session by
the unanimous consent of the fathers, it hath been
deemed proper to treat of the holy sacraments of the
church, by which all true righteousness is at first im-
parted, then increased, and afterwards restored, if lost.
For which cause the sacred, holy, @cumenical and ge-
neral Council of Trent, lawfully assembled, &c. abiding
by the doctrine of the sacred scriptures, the tradition of
the apostles, and the uniform consent of other councils,
and of the fathers, hath resolved to frame and decree
these following canons, in order to expel and extirpate
the errors and heresies respecting the most holy sacra-
ments, which have appeared in these times—partly
the revival of heresies long ago condemned by our an-
cestors—partly new inventions—and have proved highly
detrimental to the purity of the Catholic churchand the
salvation of souls. The remaining canons, necessary to

84 Sarpi, s. 89, 93. 85 Ibid. . 94.
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the completion of the work, will be published hereafter,
by the help of God.

“ Canon 1. Whoever shall affirm that the sacraments
of the new law were not all instituted by Jesus Christ
our Lord,®¢ or that they are more or fewer than seven,
namely, baptism, confirmation, the eucharist, penance,
extreme unction, orders, and matrimony,®” or that any
of these is not truly and properly a sacrament : let him
be accursed.

#2. Whoever shall affirm that the sacraments of the
new law only differ from those of the old law, in that
their ceremonies and external rites are different : let him
be accursed.

%3 Whoever shall affirm that these seven sacra-
ments are in such sense equal,®® that no one of them is

86 ¢ Justification comes from God; the sacraments are the won-
derful instruments of justification; one, and the same God in Christ
must, therefore, be the author of justification and of the sacraments.
The sacraments, moreover, contain a power and efficacy which
reach the inmost recesses ofz the soul ; and as God alone has power
to enter into the sanctnary of the heart, he alone, through Christ, is
manifestly the author of the sacraments.” Catechism, p. 149.

87 ¢ The sacraments then of the Catholic church are seven, as is
proved from Scripture, from the unbroken tradition of the fathers,
and from the authoritative definitions of councils. Why they are
neither more nor less, may be shown, at least with some degree of
probability, even from the analogy that exists between natural and
spiritual life. In order to exist, to preserve existence, and to con-
tribute to his own and the public good, seven things seem necessa-

to inan—to be born, to grow, to be nurtured, to be cured when
sick, when weak to be strengthened, as far as regards the public
weal to have magistrates invested with authority to govern, and
finally, to perpetunate himself and his species by legitimate oﬁ'sprin%
Analogous then, as all these things obviously are, to that life by whic
the soul lives to God, we discover in them a reason to account for
the number of the sacraments.” The writers proceed to show that
by baptism we are born again; by confirmation we grow ; by the
eucharist, are nurtured, &c. Catechism, p. 147.

88 « All and each of the sacraments, it istrue, possess an admirable
efficacy given them by God ; but it is well worthy of remark, that
all are not of equal necessity or of equal dignity, nor is the signifi-
cation of all the same. Amongst them are three of paramount ne-
cessity, a necessity, however, which arises from different causes:”
these are baptism, penance, and orders. “ But, the dignity of the
sacraments considered, the eucharist, for holiness, and for the num-
ber and greatness of its mysteries, is eminently superior to all the
rest.” Catechism, p. 148. 1
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in any respect more honourable than another: let him
be accursed.

“4, Whoever shall affirm that the sacraments of the
new law are not necessary to salvation, but superfluous;
or that men may obtain the grace of justification by
faith only, without these sacraments (although it 1s
granted that they are not all necessary to every indiv-
dual:)s® let him be accursed.

“5. Whoever shall affirm that the sacraments were
instituted solely for the purpose of strengthening our
faith : let him be accursed.

“6. Whoever shall affirm that the sacraments of the
new law do not contain the grace which they signify ;
orthat they do not confer that grace on those who place
no obstacle in its way ; asif they were only the external
signs of grace or righteousness received by faith, and
marks of Christian profession, whereby the faitiful are
distinguished from unbelievers:®© let him be accursed.

“7. Whoever shall affirm that grace is not always
conferred by these sacraments, and upon all persons, as
far as God is concerned, if they be rightly received ; but
that it is only bestowed sometimes, and on some per-
sons: let him be accursed.

“8. Whoever shall affirm that grace is not conferred
by these sacraments of the new law, by their own
power [ez opere operato;] but that faith in the divine
promise is all that is necessary to obtain grace: let him
be accursed.

“9. Whoever shall affirm that a character, thatis, a
certain spiritual and indelible mark, is not impressed on
the soul by the three sacraments of baptism, confirma-

89 Orders, for instance, are pecaliar to the priesthood.

90 ¢« They [the sacraments] possess an admirable and unfailing
virtue to cure our spiritual maladies, and commaunicate to us the in-
exhaustible riches of the passion of our Lord."—¢ The principal
effects of the sacraments are two. sanctifying grace, and the charac-
ter whichthey impress.”” Of the former, itis observed, * how so great
and so admirable an effect is produced by the sacraments, that, to
use the words of St. Augustine, water cleanses the body and reach-
es the heart;” this, indeed, the mind of man, aided by the light of
reason alone, is unequal to comprehend. Itought to be an establish-
ed law, that nothing sensible can, of its own nature, reach the soul ;
but wefkun:wb by the lighf”c_)f faith, that inwhtlw sacraments exists the
power o mnipotent, effectuating that which the elements cqnnot
of themselves accomplish.’ Catechism, py 162, 166,
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tion, and orders; for which reason they cannot be re-
peated:?! let him be accursed.

“10. Whoever shall affirm that all Christians have
power to preach the word and administer all the sacra-
ments: let him be accursed.

“11. Whoever shall affirm that when ministers per-
form and confer a sacrament, it is not necessary that
they should at least have the intention to do what the
church does:®2 let him be accursed.

“12. Whoever shall affirm that a minister who is in
a state of mortal sin, does not perform or confer a sacra-
ment, although he observes every thing that is essential
to the performance and bestowment thereof: let him be
accursed.

“13. Whoever shall affirm that the received and ap-
proved rites of the Catholic Church, commonly used in
the solemn administration of the sacraments, may be
despised, or omitted, without sin, by the minister, at his
pleasure; or that any pastor of a church may change
them for others: let him be accursed.”

It will be seen that the decree contains no definition
of a sacrament. This deficiency is supplied in the

91 “When the apostle says, ‘God has anointed us, who hath
aleo sealed us, and given the pledge of the Spirit in our bearts,’ he
clearly designates’ bz the word ‘sealed,’ this sacramental character,
the property of which is to impress a seal and mark on the soul. This
character is, as it were, a distinctive and indelible impression stamp-
ed on the soul.”. .. .It ‘“hasa twofold effect; it qualifies us to re-
ceive or Perfonn something sacred, and distinguishes us one from
another.” Catechism, p. 154.  Calvin says of it, It is more like
the incantations of a magician than the sound doctrines of an Apos-
tle.” Antidot. p. 257.

92 « Representing, as he does, in the discharge of his sacred fanc-
tions, not his own, but the person of Christ, the minister of the
sacraments, be he good or bad, validly consecrates and confers the
sacraments, provided he make use of the matter and form institated
by Christ, and also observed in the Catholic church, and intends
to do what the church does in their administration.” Catechism,

. 150.
P If the intention of the minister is of such vital importance, no
one of us who can now confideutly approach the holy table, would
dare to place a firm reliauce on the ceremony of his baptism. I
have on};' this respect for the sacred institution of the holy Christ,
that if an Epicurean, who at heart ridiculed the whole ceremony,
should lawfully administer to me the sacrament commanded by
Christ, and according to the form instituted by him—I should not
doubt that the bread and the cup offered me by him were the true
symbols of the body and bloodof Christ.” Calvin. Antidot. ut sup.
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catechism, where it is asserted that a sacrament “is a
thing subject to the senses, and possessing, by divine
institution, at once the power of signifying sanctity
and justice, and of imparting both to the receiver.”’ 93
As the administration of the sacraments is the preroga-
tive of the priesthood, it will be observed how admirably
this doctrine is adapted to exalt the sacerdotal order,
which, by the way, is the leading principal of the Roman
Catholic system. The religion of the New Testament
consists of faith and holiness: *faith cometh by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of God;’ and faith “pu-
rifieth the heart” Here is beautiful simplicity; but
what a complex affairis the religion of Rome—(if it
be not a prostitution of that venerable name to apply it
in this connexion!) We find baptism and the Lord's
supper in the word of God: the one an initiatory ordi-
nance, the other commemorative; as for the remaining
five sacraments, so called, scripture knows nothing of
them, as such, and to affirm that they were all insti-
tuted by our Lord Jesus Christ, is to be guilty of glaring
falsehood.

Baptism was the subject of the second part of the
decree.

“Canon 1. Whoever shall affirm that the baptism
of John had the same virtue as the baptism of Christ;
let him be accursed.

% 2. Whoever shall affirm that real and natural water
is not necessary to baptism,®4 and therefore that those

93 Catechism, p. 141.

94 « The pastor will; teach that water, which is always at hand
and within the reach of all, was the fittest matter of a sacrament
which is essentially necessary to all; and also that water is best
adapted to signify the effect of baptism. It washes away unclean-
ness, and is, therefore, strikingly illustrative of the virtue and effi-
cacy of baptism, which washes away the stains of sin. We may
also add, that like water which cools the body, baptism in a great
measure extinguishes the fire of concupiscence in the soul..”....
Our Lord, when baptized by John, gave to the water a power of
ganctifying. Should we, however, ask how our Lord has endowed
water with a virtue so great, 8o divine ; this indeed is an ingll‘liry
which transcends the power of the human understanding. "That
when our Lord was baptized, water was consecrated to the salul
use of baptism, deriving although instituted before the passion,
its virtue and eﬂictwﬁ from the passion, which is the consumma-
tion, as it were, of all the actions of Christ—this, indeed,*we sufs
ficiently comprehend.” Catechism, p. 160, 165,
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words of our Lord Jesus Christ, * Unless a man be born
again of water and the Holy Ghost’ (John iii. 5.) are
to be figuratively interpreted: let him be accursed.

#3. Whoever shall affirm that the true doctrine of
the sacrament of baptism is not in the Roman church,
which is the mother and mistress of all churches: let
him be accursed.

%4, Whoever shall affirm that baptism, when admi-
nistered by heretics, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, with the intention to
do what the church does,?# is not true baptism; let him
be accursed.

5. Whoever shall affirm that baptism is indifferent,
that is, not necessary to salvation:°¢ let him be ac-
cursed. ‘

“@. Whoever shall affirm that a baptized person
cannot lose grace, even if he wishes to do so, how griev-
ously soever he may sin, unless indeed he becomes an
infidel: let him be accursed.

7. Whoever shall affirm that the baptized are by their
baptism brought under obligation to faith only, and not
to the observance of the whole law of Christ: let him
be accursed.

“8. 'Whoever shall affirm that the baptized are free
_ from all the precepts of holy church, either written or
delivered by tradition, so that they are not obliged to
observe them, unless they will submit to them of their
own accord: let him be accursed.

#9, Whoever shall affirm that men are so to call to
mind the baptism they have received, as to understand
that all vows made after baptism are null and void, by
virtue of the promise made in that baptism; as if by

95 Bellarmine expounds it thus: by “ the church” is not meant
the Roman church, bat the true church, s understood by the admi-
sistrator; so that when a minister of the church of Geneva, for in-
stance, baptizes any one, he intends to do what the church does, that
is, the church of Geneva, which he holds tobe the trae church. De
Bacramentis in Genere, 1. i. ¢, 27. There was a reason for this ap-

nt liberality : see note 99.

96 ¢ The law of b:rtism, as established by our Lord, extends to
all, insomuch that, unless they are regenerated by the grace of bap-
tism, be their parents, Christians or infidels, they are born to eternal
misery and everlasting destruction.” Catechism, p. 171.
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such vows any injury were done to the faith which;they
professed, or to their baptism itself: let him be ac-
cursed.

“10. Whoever shall affirm that all sins committed
after baptism are forgiven, or become venial, solely by
the remembrance of that baptism, or faith therein:%7
let him be accursed.

“11. Whoever shall affirm that baptism, truly and
regularly administered, is to be repeated when a man is
brought to repentance, who has denied the faith of
Christ, after the manner of the infidels: let him be ac-
cursed.

“12. Whoever shall affirm that no one ought to be
baptized, but at the age at which Christ was baptized,
or in the article of death: let him be accursed.

“13. Whoever shall affirm that children are not to
be reckoned among the faithful by the reception of bap-
tism, because they do not actually believe; and there-
fore that they are to be re-baptized when they come to
years of discretion; or that, since they cannot personally
believe, it is better to omit their baptism, than that they
should be baptized only in the faith of the church:?s
let him be accursed.

“14. Whoever shall affirm that when these baptized

Tt ig ahvinns that this canon is directed against those who deny
the necessity o1 penance.

98 ¢ That when baptized they receive the mysterious gifts of faith
cannot be matter of doubt ; not thatthey believe by the formal assent
of the mind, but because their incapacity is supplied by the faith of
their parents, if the parents profess the true faith; if not, (to use the
words of St. Augustine) ‘by that of the universal society of the
saints:’ for they are said, with propriety, to be presented for baptism
by all those to whom their initiation in that sacred rite was a source of
joy, and by whose charity they are united to the communion of the
H{)ly Ghost.” Catechism, p. 173...... ¢ Insane persons, who are
favoured with lucid intervals, and during these lucid intervals, ex-

ress no wish to be baptized, are not to be admitted to baptism, unless
1n extreme cases, when death is apprehended. In sach cases, if,

reviously to their insanity, they gave intimation of a wish to be
gaptized, the sacrament is to be administered: without such intima-
tion previously given, they are not to be admitted to baptism ; and
the same rule is to be followed with regard to persons in a state of
lethargy. But if they never enjoyed the use of reason, the authority
and practice of the cg'urch decide that they are to be baptized in the
faith of the church, on the same principle that children are baptized,
before they come to the use of reason.” Ibid. p. 176.
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children grow up, they are to be asked whether they
will confirm the promises made by their godfathers in
their name at their baptism; and that if they say they
will not, they are to be left to their own choice, and not
to be compelled in the mean time to lead a Christian
life, by any other punishment than exclusion from the
eucharist and the other sacraments, until they repent :%9
let him be accursed.”

Other opinions and practices connected with this sa-
crament are detailed in the “ Catechism;” they must
be briefly noticed.

The mode of baptism is declared to be indifferent.
“ According to the common practice of the church,
baptism may be administered by immersion, infusion, or
aspersion: administered in either of these forms, it is
equally valid. In baptism, water is used to signify the
spiritual ablution which it accomplishes, and on this
account, baptism is called by the apostle a ‘laver.” This
ablution takes place as effectually by immersion, which
was for a considerable time the practice in the early
ages of the church, as by infusion, which is now the

99 ¢ Every member of the church of Rome is bound to believe that
all baptized persons are liable to be compelled, by punishment, to be
Christians; or, what is the same in Roman Catholic divinity, spiri-
tual subjects of the Pope. Itisindeed curious to sce the Council of
Trent, who passed that law, prepare for the free and extended action
of its claims by an unexpected stroke of liberality. In the session on
baptism, the Trent fathers are observed anxiously securing to Protes-
tants the privilege of true baptism:" [see Canon 4.] “Observe
now the consequences of this enlarged spirit of concession, in the
two subjoined canons:” [See Canons 8 and 14.] 'Thus the council
“ has converted the sacrament of baptism into an indelible brand of
slavery: whoever has received the waters of regeneration, is in the
thrall of her who declares that there is no other church of Christ.
She claims her slaves wherever they may be found, declares them
subject to her laws, both written and traditional, and, by her infal-
lible sanction, dooms them to indefinite punishment, till they shall
acknowledge her authority and bend their necks to her yoke. Such
i8, has been, and will ever be, the doctrine of the Roman Catholic
church ; such is the belief of her true and sincere members; such
the spirit that actuates her views, and which by every possible means
she has always spread among her children. Him that denies this
doctrine, Rome devotes to perdition. The principle of religious ty-
ranny, supported by persecution, is a necessary condition of Roman
Catholicism : he who revolts at the idea of compelling belief. bm-
nish ment, is severed at once from the communion of Rome.” -
tical and Internal Fvidence against Catholicism, p. 121--124.
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general practice, or by aspersion, which was the man-
ner in which Peter baptized, when he converted and
gave baptism to ‘about three thousand souls’ It is
also matter of indifference to the validity of the sacra-
ment, whether the ablution is performed once or thrice;
we learn from the epistle of St. Gregory the Great to
Leander, that baptism was formerly, and may still be
validly administered in the church in either way.”!
The ministers of the sacrament are bishops and
priests, by right of office; deacons, by permission of
the bishop or priest; in case of necessity, all persons,
“even the laity, men and women, to whatever sect they
may belong. This power extends, in case of necessity,
even to Jews, infidels, and heretics; provided, however,
they intend to do what the Catholic church does in that
act of her ministry.”. .. “ Let not the faithful, however,
imagine that this office is given promiscuously to all,
so as to supersede the propriety of observing a certain
order amongst those who administer baptism: when a
man is present, a woman; when a clerk, a layman;
when a priest, a simple clerk should not administer this
sacrament. Midwives, however, when accustomed to
its adwministration, are not to be found fault with, if
sometimes, when a man is present, who is unacquainted
withthe manner of its administration, they perform what
maly otherwise appear to belong more properly to men.”#
t has been found necessary to limit the number of
sponsors to one male or female, or at most, to one male
and one female; chiefly, ““to prevent the multiplication
of affinities, which must impede a wider diffusion of
society by means of lawful marriage;”’ for the adminis-
trator contracts a spiritual affinity with the candidate,
and the sponsor with the godchild and its parents, “so
that marriage cannot be lawfully contracted by them,
.and if contracted, it is null and void.”3
The ceremonies with which the church of Rome has
encumbered baptism, may be reduced to three heads:
such as are observed before coming to the font—such

as are used at the font—and those which immediately
follow the administration.

1 Catechism, p. 164. 2 Ibid. p. 167, 168.
3 Ibid. p. 170, 171,



BAPTISN.—CONFIRMATION., 183

In the first place, the ‘water is prepared, and “con-
secrated with the oil of mystic unction;” this is most
commonly done at the festivals of Easter and Pentecost.
The person to be baptized is brought or conducted to
the door of the church, and is prohibited entranee, “as
unworthy to be admitted into the house of God, until
he has cast off the yoke of the most degrading servitude
of Satan, devoted himself unreservedly to Christ, and
pledged his fidelity to the just sovereignty of the Lord
Jesus.” Catechetical instruction follows: “if the per-
son to be instructed be an adult, he himself answers the
interrogatories; if an infant, the sponsor answers ac-
cording to the prescribed form, and enters into a solemn
engagement for the child.”” Next comes exorcism, con-
sisting of “words of sacred and religious import, and
of prayers; and is used to expel the devil, to weaken
and crush his power.” Salt is put into the mouth, inti-
mating that “by the doctrines of faith, and by the gift
of grace, he shall be delivered from the corruption of
sin, experience a relish for good works, and be nurtured
with the food of divine wisdom.” The forehead, eyes,
breast, shoulders, ears, are signed with the sign of the
cross, “to declare, that by the mystery of baptism the
senses of the person baptized are opened and strength-
ened, to enable him to receive God, and to understand
and observe his commandments” The nostrils and
ears are touched with spittle: by this ceremony we
understand, that as sight was given to the blind man
mentioned in the gospel, whom the Lord, having spread
clayon his eyes, commanded to wash them in the waters
. of Siloe; so by the efficacy of holy baptism, a light is
let in on the mind, which enables it to discern heavenly
truth.”

At the font, the person to be baptized is asked,. “ dost
thou renounce Satan? “and all his works?” “and all
his pomps?’ To each question, “he, or the spensor
in his name, replies in the affirmative.”” Next, he is
anointed with the oil of catechumens—* on the breast,
that by the gift of the Holy Ghost he may lay aside
error and ignorance, and receive the true faith; for
‘the just man liveth by faith’—on the shoulders, that
by the grace of the Holy Spirit he may be enabled tc
shaks off negligence and tolrpor, and engage actively i

2
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the performanoe of good works; ‘for faith without
works is dead.’” The apostles’ creed, in the form of
questions, is then propounded to him, and belief is sig-
nified, personally or by the sponsor. Upon this baptism
is administered.

After baptism, the crown of the head is anointed with
chrism, “thus giving him to understand, that from the
moment of his baptism he is united as a member to
Christ, his head, and engrafted on his body; and that
he is therefore called a Christian, from Christ, as Christ
is so0 called from Chrism.” A white garment is put on
him, with these words, “receive this white garment,
which mayest thou carry unstained before the judgment-
seat of our Lord Jesus Christ, that thou mayest have
eternal life. Amen.” Infants receive only a white ker-
chief, accompanied with the same words. * According
to the doctrine of the holy fathers, this symbol signifies
the glory of the resurrection to which we are born by
baptism, the brightness and beauty with which the soul,
when purified from the stains of sin, is invested, and the
innocence and integrity which the person who has re-
ceived baptism should preserve through life”” A burn-
ing light is put into the hand, “to signify that faith
received in baptism, and inflamed by charity, is to be
fed and augmented by the exercise of good works.”—
Lastly, a name is given “which should be taken from
some person whose eminent sanctity has given him a
place in the catalogue of the saints: this similarity of
name will stimulate to the imitation of his virtues, and
the attainment of his holiness; and we should hope and
pray, that he who is the model of our imitation, may
also, by his advocacy, become the guardian of our
safety and salvation”* Such are the unauthorized
and foolish additions made by the church of Rome to
the simple ritual of scripture. Justly may it be asked,
“ Who hath required this at your hands?’

Seven effects of baptism are enumerated by the com-
pilers of the ¢ Catechism.” It is said to “remit origi-

4 Catechism, p. 187—192. The Spaniards are noted for the num-
ber of their names. They suppose that “as many saints as have
their names given to a child at baptism, are in some degree engaged
to take it under their protection.” Doblado’s Letters from Spain,

p 323.
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nal sin, and actual guilt, however enormous”’—to remit
all the punishment due to sin—to bestow invaluable
privileges, such as justification and adoption—to pro-
duce abundance of virtues—to unite the soul to Christ
—to seal it with an ineffaceable character—and to open
the portals of heaven.® Here, again, “faith is made
void.”

Confirmation was the last subject of the decree.

“Canoni. Whoever shall affirm that the confirma-
tion of the baptized is a trifling ceremony, and not a
true and proper sacrament; or that formerly it was
nothing more than a kind of catechizing; in which
young persons explained the reasons of their faith before
the church: let him be accursed.

“ii. Whoever shall affirm that they offend the Holy
Spirit, who attribute any virtue to the said chrism of
confirmation : let him be accursed.

“iii. Whoever shall affirm that the usual administra-
tor of confirmation is not the bishop only, but any ordi-
nary priest: let him be accursed.”

According to the doctrine of the Romish church,
confirmation is so called, because the person who re-
ceives it “is confirmed in strength, by receiving new
virtue, and becomes a perfect soldier of Christ.” Itis
affirmed that it was instituted as a sacrament by the
Redeemer himself, and that “at his last supper he
committed tohis apostles the manner of making chrism;”
for this, no evidence is adduced, but, say the compilers
of the “Catechism,” the fact is “of easy proof to those
who believe confirmation to be a sacrament, for all the
sacred mysteries are beyond the power of man, and
could have been instituted by God alone.” Although
not essential to salvation, it is ‘“necessary for those
who have occasion for spiritual increase, and hope to
arrive at religious perfection; for as nature intends that
all her children should grow up and reach full maturity,
50 it is the earnest desire of the Catholic church, the
common mother of all, that those whom she has regene-
rated by baptism may be brought to perfect maturity in
Christ. This happy consummation can be accomplished
only through the mystic unction of confirmation: ~

5 Catechism, p. 177—1886.
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henee it is clear that this sacrament is equally intended
for all the faithful” It is not to be administered till
children have attained the use of reason; they must
therefore be at least seven years of age. Sponsors are
required, as in baptism, and the same spiritual affinity is
contracted.

Confirmation is administered in the following man-
ner. The bishop anoints the forehead with chrism;
eaying, “I sign thee with the sign of the cross, and I
confirm thee with the chrism of salvation, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
Then he gently slaps the person on the cheek, “to re-
mind him, that as a courageous champion, he should be
prepared to brave with unconquered resolution all ad-
versities for the name of Christ.” Lastly, he receives
the kiss of peace, “to give him to understand that he
has been blessed with the fulness of divine grace, and
with that ¢ peace which surpasseth all understanding.’ ”
The chrism is a mixture of oil and balsam, the mystical
meaning of which is thus explained:—“Oil, by its
nature unctuous and fluid, expresses the plenitude of
divine grace, which flows from Christ the head, through
the Holy Ghost, and is poured out, “like the precious
ointment on the head, that ran down upon the beard of
Aaron, to the skirt of his garment;' for ‘God anointed
him with the oil of gladness, above his fellows,’ and ‘of
his fulness we all have received.’ Balsam, too, the odour
of which is most grateful, signifies that the faithful,
made perfect by the grace of confirmation, diffuse
around’them, by reason of their many virtues, such a
sweet odour, that they may truly say with the apostle,
‘we are the good odour of Christ unto God.! Balsam
has also the quality of preserving incorrupt whatever it
embalms; a quality well adapted to express the virtue
of this sacrament; prepared by the heavenly grace in-
fused in confirmation, the souls of the faithful may be
easily preserved from the corruption of sin.”s

In common with the other sacraments, confirmation
is said to confer grace. Its peculiar characteristic is to
“perfect the grace of baptism; those who are initiated
into the Christian religion, share, as it were, the tender-

8 Catechism, p. 197. 205,
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ness and infirmity of new-born infants! but they after-
wards gather strength from the sacrament of chrism, to
combat the assaults of the world, the flesh and the
devil’” Like baptism, it has the effect of impressing a
character, on which account it is not to be administered
a second time.”

The principal provisions of the decree of reformation
were these: that none should be created bishops who
were not born in lawful wedlock, or had not arrived at
mature age, whose character was not good, and literary
attainments creditable ; that no more than one bishopric
should be held at the same time ; that other pluralities,
arising from unions for life, commendams, &c. should
be abolished ; that dispensations for holding more bene-
fices than one should be produced before the ordinary,
who should see that provision was made for the religious
instruction of all; that perpetual unions of henefices
constituted within the preceding forty years should be
examined by the bishops, as delegates of the Holy See,
that if any had been made contrary to law they might
be declared null and void ; that churches exempted from
episcopal government should nevertheless be annually
visited by the bishops, under the authority of the Pon-
tiff; in order to provide for the due observance of the
services and ceremonies of religion, &c. These and
other regulations were good in theory; many of them
however, have been liitle regarded; and the Pope has
power to dispense with the whole, at the call of interest
or ambition.

The subject fixed for the next session was the Eu-
charist, and the divines had opened their debates upon
it, when the progress of the council was suddenly sus-
pended by an event which happened most opportunely
for the Pope and his adherents, and enabled them to
accomplish an object which they had long had at heart.

It was notorious that the council was extremely un-
popular at Rome. The Pope feared the diminution of
his power : his courtiers were terrified at the thought of
losing their ill-gotten emoluments; and the resolution
was taken to fight for every inch of ground. Hitherto
they had succeeded, though not without difficulty; but

sIbid p. 202—204.
12*
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the sturdy zeal of the reforming party not a litflealarmed
them; and the persevering energy which the Spanish
bishops displayed in seeking the recovery of their lost
rights could not be viewed without deep concern. Those
bishops doubtless acted in-compliance with the direc-
tions and wishes of the emperor. That monarch had
testified great displeasure at the proceedings of the last
gession, respecting justification; his desire for reform
was well known, and the prospect of a favourable issue
of the war in which he was engaged with the Protest-
ants rendered him an object of great jealousy to the
Pope, who feared that he might become master of the
council and dictate all its proceedings. It seemed very
desirable, therefore, to transfer that assembly to some
place within the Papal dominions.

Two days after the session it was reported that a dis-
temper prevailed in the city, of which many persons had
died; among them were some ‘individuals connected
with the Council—the bishop of Capaccio, the general
of the Friars, Minors, and several servants. Greatalarm
was excited, and some of the prelates left the place,
without asking permission of thelegates. It wasaffirmed
that the distemper was infectious, and that the neigh-
bouring towns would soon interdict all communication
with Trent. Baldwin, domestic physician to De Monte,
and Jerome Fracastorio, physician to the council, were
consulted; they said that the disease was a contagious
fever, that the danger would increase as the weather
became warmer, and that persons of delicate constitu-
tion, studious men, and noblemen and gentlemen were
chiefly in peril.®

These circumstances were communicated to the
fathers by De Monte. Opinions were various: some
wished for suspension, some for translation, some for .
leave of absence. Cardinal Pacheco strongly urged the
necessity of consulting the emperor and the Pope
before they came to any decision. Aftera long debate
the meeting was adjourned till the next day. When
they met again, De Monte said that on mature consi-
deration he and his colleagues had agreed that it was
desirable to transfer the council to some other place

8 Pallav. 1, ix. c. 13. 5. 3—5.
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not far digtant, and they jointly recommended Bologna,
a city belonging to the Pope. Cardinal Pacheco re-
plied that the power of translation rested in the sove-
reign Pontiff only. He dwelt on the scandal that would
be occasioned if the council should be broken up with-
out any adequate reason. He denied the danger said
to exist, and denied it after having made particular
inquiry into the alleged facts. It had been ascertained,
he said, that in the populous parish of St. Peter but
two persons had died in the preceding month, one an
infant, and the other a dropsical patient. There were
only forty sick in the whole city, and but five of them
had the fever. He placed little confidence in the tes-
timony of Baldwin and Fracastorio, whose depositions
the Trent physicians had refused to sign. He proposed,
therefore, that a committee should be appointed to
examine witnesses. The majority of the prelates, how-
ever, whether really terrified by the fear of death, or
glad to get away from Trent, embraced the views of the
legates.

Accordingly, the eighth session was held March 11.
After mass, De Monte addressed the council. He dis-
coursed on the unwholesomeness of the air of T'rent,
the sterility of its soil, and the extreme danger of re-
maining in the city during the prevalence of the fever.
Having stated that measures had been taken to pro-
cure the depositions of witnesses respecting the nature
and effects of the disease, those depositions were read;
they confirmed the testimony of the physicians. On
the question being put, Cardinal Pacheco repeated his
opposition to the measure; he complained that the com-
mittee proposed by him had not beer appointed, and
that none of those who were hostile to the translation
had been invited to attend the examination of the wit-
nesses, some of whom, to his own knowledge, had per-
jured themselves. He placed more confidence in the
Trent physicians, who might be supposed to understand
the nature of the air and climate of the district better
than strangers; and he advised that the session should
be prorogued for a short timie, that the fathers might
enjoy a little rest from their labours, and recover from
their distressing fears. There were but few disposed to
support this opinion ; thirty-eight voted for the transla-



140 THE SACRAMENTS.

tion, fourteen against it; four were neutral. The mino-
"rity were chiefly Spanish bishops, the majority for the
most part Italians.  On the next day (it was Sunday)
the legates publicly left the city, accompanied by the
prelates who had voted for the translation. The rest
remained at Trent, waiting the orders of the Empe-
ror.°
There can be little doubt that this affair was managed
by the legates under the full conviction that what they
did would be highly agreeable to the Pope. If they had
not his express orders, they knew very well his repug-
nance to the council, and his desire for its removal to
some other place whenever a suitable occasion might
offer. The appearance of the fever at Trent was a for-
tunate occurrence, and furnished an opportunity which
they were too sagacious not to discern and embrace.
A plausible pretext for the translation was thus sup-
plied, but that it was only a pretext will now, perhaps,
be generally conceded. 'The impartial inquirer will
weigh well the following considerations: the witnesses
were mostly persons connected with the council, and
under the influence of the legates—they were not ex-
amined by the opponents of the translation—the physi-
cians of the place were not questioned—the prelates
who remained at Trent enjoyed their usual health—the
danger, if any, was soon over!°—and the council met
again in the same place at two subsequent periods with-
out any mention being made of the insalubrity of its air,
or the prevalence of contagious disorders.'' In fact,

9 Pag;v. ut sup. c. 14, 15. Le Plat, iii. p. 534—608. Sarpi,
L. ii. 8. 97—99.

10 «“]t ceased by degrees, and at length was brought to a harm-
less termination.” Pallav. ut sup. c. 16. s. 1.

11 A zealous advocate for the council, in a work published the
year after its termination, speaks in the strongest terms of the fine
air of Trent, and the salubrity of the place. \When contagion pre-
vailed almost throughout Germany, 'E‘rent was free: he was there
two years, but neither was the heat oppressive, nor the cold severe,
Inshort, from his account, Trent must be one of the healthiest places
under the sun.

‘““ Now, indeed, the atmosphere of Trent is so salubrious and the
climate 8o mild, that while in most parts of Germany the plague
has been present for the last two years, destioying great numbers;
that city has been afflicted with no disease, either an epidemic, or
capable of exciting the least fear; so that, to this time, hardly one of
the forty bishops and priests who are there assembled, have died;
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the fover disappeared when the prevailing party had
left for Bologna ; and the world soon saw that the whole
"was a crafty manceuvre to check the spirit of reform,
and bring the business of the council more fully, if pos-
sible, than before, under the dictation and control of
the Pope.!2

The news of the translation wes received at Rome
with undisguised pleasure. ~The Pope did not fail to
express his entire satisfaction with the proceeding which
he affirmed, was “necessary, prudentand lawful” By
the members of his court it was regarded as a deliver-

notwithstanding they are, for the most part, men advanced m life,
worn out by old age, and with their health impaired by study and
toil. To what other cause can the heretics ascribe this, except to
the great kindness of God, who is willing to preserve those who
have assembled together to plead the cause of his church, and to re-
sist with the sword of the spirit—which is the word of God—the
enemies of the true faith and of religion.

Woe have spent two whole summers and winters at Trent; but

heat was never troublesome or oppressive in summer, or the
winter at all severe; (which, in Germany, is usually very severe,
and extremely unfavourable to foreigners;) but rather a delightfal
mean, so thatwe seemed always to be refreshed by an enlivening and
heavenly air, and passed our time withoutany inconveniences from
the weather.” Disputations in answer to the protest of thirty-four
heretics of the A m Confession; delivered by Caspar, Cardillo
Villal , p- 04, Venice, 1564.

13 De Thou says of Fracastorio’s deposition, “ad id. uti credi-
tur, a Pontifice inductus.” Hist. sui temp. 1. iv. . 18,

The following curious particulars are stated by an eyewitness.
¢ There were some remarkable circumstances, not observed by the
generality of people. The first is, that as the sitting held for the
translation of the council was on the 11th of March, I believe that
it must have been by the advice of some astrologer, on account of
the approaching equinox. The second, that on that day, atthe masa,
the cganted the Gospel, Into whatever city ye enter, &c. where it is
said, Shake off the dust of your feet, &c. which is, in a manner, to
execrate this city. The third is, that when they started for Verona,
some of them looked back, saying, There ye may stay, ye swine!
alluding tothe Spaniards. The fourth is, that some Italian bishops,
speaking of the translation, and how the Spaniards opposed it, ob-
served, that as the latter had spent two cyem in a land of heretics,
the{ were not disposed to go to that of Christ. The fifth, that they
took so little notice of the reasons given by the bishops against the
removal, of their protests against the evil consequences wng;::h might
ensne therefrom, and of their determination to continue the council
at Trent, in the absence of those who chose to go, that these votes
and protests, written and signed, were left thrown abouton the floor,
thongh it was nqcessary that all should appear in actis.” Practical
and [oternal Evidence against Catholicism, p. 323.
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ance, demanding thanksgivings to God. _ But the em-
peror was excessively enraged. He foresaw that the
Germans would not be persuaded to submit to a coun-
cil held in one of the Papal cities; he felt it as a high
affront to his dignity that the removal to Bologna had
taken place without consulting him; he denied the va-
lidity of the reasons alleged for that measure and main-
tained that it had been procured by false ev1dence and
he scrupled not to say that the Pope was an obstinate
old man, and would ruin the church, but that he him-
self would take care that a council should be held,
which would give satisfaction to all parties, and correct
whatever needed correction. Meanwhile, he commenc-
ed a series of negotiations for the return of the prelates
to Trent.?® The Pope, however, who had fortified
himself by an alliance with the king of France, cared
little for the discontent and anger of Charles, and re-
ceived his remonstrances with frigid indifference, bor-
dering on contempt.

On the arrival of the legates at Bologna, the divines
who had accompanied them commenced discussions on
the eucharist and penance, in order to prepare for the
approaching session. A bull was issued by the Pope,
declaring his approval of the translation, and guaran-
teeing the security of all who should repair to Bologna,
and a letter was sent to the prelates at Trent, inviting
them to join their brethren, and resume the business of
the council. The invitation was not accepted, as the
dissentients had been directed by the emperor to remain
where they were ; but they abstained from all public
acts, lest a schism in the church should result, and
contented themselves with studying in private the sub-
jects which yet remained to be decided.?

No ambassadors had arrived at Bologna, and none
but Italian bishops were there. It seemed hardly con-
sistent with the dignity of the council to issueany de-
crees under such circumstances, and accordingly a pro-
rogation till the second of June was agreed upon, in
compliance with directions transmitted by the Pope.
This was published at the ninth session, held April 21.

13 Pallav. ut sup. c. 17—19. Sarpi, s. 99.
14 Pullav. ut sup. c. 20. Serpi, ! iii. s. 1.
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After the session the fathers continued their labours.
A decree on the eucharist was prepared ; considerable
progress was made in framing one on penance; extreme
unction, orders, the mass, matrimony, purgatory, and
indulgences were successively studied, besides various
questions of reform. The debates and decisions were
carefully preserved, that they might be in readincss
whenever it might be thought proper to publish another
decree. 1In addition to these exercises, a funeral ser-
vice was performed for the late king of France (Fran-
cis I. who died March 31, 1547,) and solemn thanks-
givings were offered for the victory obtained by Charles
over the Protestants at the fatal battle of Muhlberg,
fought April 24.15

As the Pope and the emperor were still at variane
nothing was done at the tenth session (held June 2,
save that another prorogation, till Sept. 15, was an-
nounced, and power was given to enlarge or contract
the period at a general congregation. In the mean-
time, the discussions on doctrine and discipline were to
go on as before. Besides these discussions, the fathers
busied themselves in various ways. Many of the bi-
shops and divines preached before the council in the ca-
thedral church. Dominic Stella, bishop of Salpi, is
said to have discoursed several months on the “ infusion
of righteousness”” Florimente, bishop of Sessa, trans-
lated into Italian various sermons from the works of
Augustine, Chrysostom, Basil, and other fathers, which
were afterwards published.?¢  On Sept. 14, the session
was again prorogued for an indefinite period.

Having humbled and subdued the Protestants, Charles
summoned a diet of the empire, which met at Augsburg
in September. He was extremely anxious to obtain a
general submission to the decrees of the council, but
he had much difficulty in accomplishing that object.
The ecclesiastical electors, being Roman Catholics, had
no scruples; they were willing to yield unconditional
subjection, provided that the assembly was again con-
vened at Trent. Maurice of Saxony, the elector Pala-

15 Pallav. utsup. c. 20; 1. x.¢. 2. Sarpi,utsup. e. 2. Le Plat,
jii. p. 608—644,

16 At Veunice, in 1556 and 1564, in two volumnes 4to. Fleury
L cxliv. 8. 53. -
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tine, and the elector of Brandenburg, declared that they
would submit only to a free council, in which the Pope
should not preside, either personally or by his legates,
and in which the Protestant divines should have a de-
kberative voice; and in order to secure perfect liberty
they demanded that the prelates should be releaged from
their oath of allegiance to the Pope, and that the de-
crees already passed at Trent should be re-examined.
Charles spared no paias to induce them to comply with
his wishes; and at length, on his assurance that he
would.use all possible efforts that their conditions should
be granted, and that at any rate the Protestant divines
should have full liberty of speech, they gave consent.
The ambassadors of the imperial cities were far less
tractable; they resolutely. refused to yield to the coun-
¢il, and all the.negotiations and attempts of the em-
peror's ministers to procure a different decision were
unavailing. = After several fruitless conferences, being
summoned before the emperor and again urged to sub-
mission, they presented a paper, containing the condi-
tions on which they would submit. Charles took no
notice of the document, but thanked them for feflowing
the example of Maurice and the others, and thus they
weze dismissed, without any further explanation on ei-
ther side! The remaining members of the diet acceded
1o the council, and required that all should be obliged
to obey its decrees; only they wished that the Pro-
testants should be furnished with an ample safe-con-
duct, and be permitted to state and defend their opi-
mions,'*? .

Nothing now remained but to persuade the Pope to
remove the council back again to Trent. But his Ho-
liness was inexorable. He pretended that he had not in-
terfered in the translation : the councilhad voluntarily
removed to Bologna, and must voluntarily return to
Trent ; he left it to their unfettered decision. On the
other hand, they were sufficiently aware of his inclina-
tions, and refused even to consider the question till the
dissenting prelates had joined them. Various plans
were suggested, in the hope of effecting conciliation or

17 Pallav. L x. ¢, 5. X
18 Pallav. ut sup. ¢. 6. Thuan. L. iv.s. 17,
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mutual compromise ; but every effort was unsuccessful,
and it was.evident that a resolution was formed to re-
fuse all the emperor's requests. Perceiving this, he or-
dered solemn protestation to be made in his name against
the translation, and against all the subsequent proceed-
ings of the council. This was done, both at Bologna
and Rome, according to the usual forms.'®

The publication of the Interim followed. It was a
bold and extraordinary step. A system of doctrine de-
cidedly Roman Catholic, though framed and expressed
with studied ambiguity, and a scheme of ecclesiastical
discipline comprising some useful innovations, were im-

upon Germany, and both were to remain in force
till the decisions of a satisfactory general council had
restored peace and unity to the church.2¢ By this act
. the emperor openly set at defiance the authority of the
assembly at Bologna; and the Papal party saw that it
was necessary to settle the dispute respecting the trans-
lation, since otherwise the long-agitated question of re-
form would probably be decided in a manner little pala-
table to the Roman See.

At first, great excitement was occasioned by the pub-
lication of the Interim. Before it was issied to the
world copies had been sent to Bologna and Rome, that
it might be examined by the Papal divines. Catharin
and Seripand, who were charged with the examination,
complained that in the statement of those doctrines
which had been already decided at 'T'rent, the language
of the decrees was not adopted ; and on the remaindes
they made sundry unfavourable remarks and criticisms.
Some proposed to declare the translation to Bologna law-
ful, in direct opposition to the emperor, and then to sus-
pend thecouncil till happier times. De Monte was much

19 At Bologna, Jan. 16, 1548, by Vargas and Velasco : at Rome,
by the ambassador, Mendoza. Pallav. ut sup. ¢. 11. Sarpi, s. 16.
Le Plat, iii. p. 684—727. The narrativeis curious and interesting,
but too long for insertion. Vargas says that he was in danger of s
life at Bologna, and owed his safety to the bishop of Venosa. Let-
tres et Memoires, p. 378.

10?- Pallav. ut sup.c. 17. Sarpi,s. 21—24. Le Plat,iv. - > -
13 ’
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exasperated ; he earnestly requested the Pope to transfer
the whole business of the assembly to Rome, where it
might be managed under his own inspection, without
fear of interference. Others wished that legates might
be sentinto Germany with all possible despateh, in the
hope that they would be permitted to mould the Interim
into some more tolerable form, before it was published.
The wiser part exhorted their brethren to let it alone.—
But all were astonished at the arrogance of the empe-
ror, a secular prsince, in presuming to dictate in matters
cf religion, which had been for ages considered the sole

rerogative of the priesthoed. As for the Pontiff, though

e was somewhat agitated by this new attempt to in-
fringe upon his autherity, he soon perceived the folly
and futility of the measure, and foresaw, that like many
other attempts to reconcile opposite systems and in-
terests, it would displease all parties. And soit proved.
Both Protestants and Roman Catholics wrote against
the Interim and refused to submit to it: it was altoge-
ther a mortifying failure.

Almost two years had now elapsed since the transla-
tion of the council, and there was less hope than ever of
healing the breach which was then made. Fear ofthe
emperor, and concern to preserve the friendship of his
new ally, the king of France, kept the Pope in a state
of hesitation, and prevented him from taking any deci-
sivestep. But the assembly at Bologna had dwindled
into utter insignificance; scarcely any were left but the
avowed pensionaries of the Apostalic See: to dignify it
by the appellation of * General Council” was toe ridicu-
lous to be permitted any longer. The reputation of the
Roman Catholic church required the dissolution of that
body; and De Monte was informed (Sept. 17, 1549)
that as the Pope intended to have the question of reform
discussed at Rome, the labours of the fathers were no
longer required. In obedience to this message the few
remaining prelates Jeft Bologna.?!

Paul I1I. did not long survive the suspension of the
council. He died Nov. 10, 1549. In his last mo-

81 Pallav. 1. xi. c. 4.
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ments he bitterly bewailed the ingratitude and neglect
with which he was treated, and wished he had never
been born.#* But few Popes have found a death-bed
easy. ~

23 Thuan. rl vi. 8. 10. Thec::‘nioumder mnybed:nﬂ&d;by

perusal of an amusing pasquinade, p todescribe the re-

ception of the Pontiff in the ‘infernal mp‘:)rn‘:lo %oﬂ‘ Lectiones Me-
morabiles, tom. ii. p. 554—559.
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CHAPTER VIL
THE EUCHARIST.—TRANSUBSTANTIATION.

Election of Julius ITI. to the Papal chair—Negotiations between the
Po%e and the emperor ms%ecting the resumption of the council—
Publication ofthe bull—Objections of the Protestants--The coun-
cil reopened—ELevenTH SessioN—Twerrra Skssion—Ex-

bortation of the Legates—Protestation of the King of France—

Debates on the Eucharist, and on appeals to Rome—THm®TEENTH

8xssion—Decree on the Eucharist— Postponement of certain ar-

ticles till the arrival of the Protestants—Safe conduct granted them
~Ambassadors from the Elector of Brandenburg.

‘WHEN the cardinals entered into the conclave to choose
a new Pope, they prepared and signed a series of reso-
lutions, which they severally bound themselves by so-
lemn oath to observe, in the event of being elected to
the Apostolic chair. The resumption of the council, the
establishment of such reforms as it might enact, and the
reformation of the court of Rome, were included.?3 It
was long before they could agree, so powerful was the
influence of party feelings and conflicting interests, pro-
ducing complicated intrigue, and thereby extending their
deliberations to a most inconvenient and wearisome
length. At last the choice fell on De Monte the former
legate at Trent, who was publicly installed into his
high office, Feb. 23, 1550, and assumed the name of
Julius II1.3¢ '

The well known character and previous conduct of
the new Pontiff gave little hope of an amicable adjust-

Le Plat, iv. p. 156—159.

$4 Histoire des Conclaves, tom. i. p. 101—110. Julius bestowed
his cardinal’s bat on a young man named Innocent, the keeper of
his monkey, of whom he was suspected to be too fond. When the
cardinals remonstrated with him on occasion of this promotion, he
replied, ““ And what merit did you discover in me, tﬂat you rai
me to the Popedom?” They could not easily answer such a ques-
tion. Vide Thuan. Hist. ut sup.
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went in matters of religion. Proud, passionate, and un
wielding, he could not endure to be oppesed or thwarted,
and counted that man his enemy who resisted his will,
He whe in a subordinate capacity had manifested such
a haaghty bearing, could not be expected to lower his
tone when raised to so high an exaltation, and regarded
as a god upon earth. Nevertheless, the proudest minds
must sometimes stoop, and circumstances will often
force concessions which the character and oenstitutional
tendencies of the individual would have induced him in-
dignantly to refuse. The difficulties of a new and un-
tried situation, and the injury already sustained by the
Roman See threugh the late contentions led Julius to
think of conciliatien. Probably, too, this disposition
" was nurtured by his inordinate love of pleasure, for
which he would scarcely have found time, had he reso-
tutely oppesed the remonstrances and demands of the
emperor.3 5

Charles thought this a favourable opportunity to
press the resumption of the council, and sent Mendoza
to Rome to carry on the negotiation. On his arrival,
the matter was referred to a committee of cardinals,
who, after long deliberation recommended the Pope to
accede to the emperor's wishes, and to convoke the coun-
cil again at Trent, on the following conditions:—1.
That the co-operation of the king of France should be
obtained: 2, that, as great expenses were incurred by
the maintenance of the Italian prelates, who were gene-
rally poor, arrangements should be made to bring the
council to a speedy conclusion; 3, that the decrees al-
ready passed at Trent should not be disturbed; 4, that
the Papal authority should be entirely preserved. Ju-
lius adopted these suggestions, and gave instructions to
his nuncios at the courts of the emperor and the king of
France to inform those monarchs of his intention. At
the same time he wrote a private letter to Charles, re-
minding him that for this compliance he expected &
suitable return, and that it would be mutually advan-
tageous to consider themselves under reciprocal engage-
ments to preserveeach other'’s authority and rights. The

68 Julins's love of luxury and pleasure is attested by all the histo~
rhnl.J Sarpi, L. iii. 5. 29. Pallav. L. xi.c. 7. ». 4. yOBupIn'inl in
vit. .

18*



150 . THE EUCHARIST—

- sagacious pontiff had no thought of playing an uncer-
tain game. He had no objection to amuse Christendom
with the imposing solemnities of a general council, but
he would first be saved harmless. The emperor might

enslave Germany, persecute the Protestants, and doany -

thing else he pleased, so that he left the Papal preroga-
tives untouched, and repressed those busy intermeddlers
who were always urging the reformation of manners
and discipline. Charles was too ready to further his
views.3¢ .

A diet was held at Augsburg in the autumn, when
the emperor informed the assembled states of the pro-
jected re-opening of the council, and required on their
part an unreserved submission to its decrees. But the
Protestant princes and cities refused to bind themselves
in such an unqualified manner, unless their demands at
the previous diet were conceded. The emperor was
much embarrassed, and wrote to the Pope, stating his
difficulties, and requesting that he might see a rough
copy of the bull for convening the council before it was
published, that if it contained any thing likely to offend
the Germans, it might be altered. Julius, however,
deemed such a proceeding beneath his dignity. In-
stead of complying with the emperor's wish he caused
the bull to be immediately prepared, and sent it to him
in its complete state, signed and sealed, though not
published. Nor did he deign to show any moderation
in the style and temper of the document; on the con-
trary, it contained expressions that could not but be
obnoxious and offensive, even to many Roman Catho-
lics. The pontiff asserted that he possessed the sole

' power of convening and directing general councils;
commanded, “in the plenitude of Apostolic authority,’;
the prelates of Europe to repair forthwith to Trent;
promised, unless prevented by his age and infirmi-
ties, or the pressure of public affairs, to preside in pere
son; and denounced the vengeance of Almighty God,

26 Pallav. ut sup. ¢. 8—10. Sarpi, s. 30, 31. * His Majesty has
romised that they shall not go on with the Reformation, except as
as the Pope shall think it adviseable; and he will take care that
the Bishops make no opposition to his Holiness, and that they shall
wanction whatever he wish.” Vargas, p. 76.
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and of the Apostles Peter and Paul, on any who should
resist or disobey the decree.27

The emperor’s perplexity was greatly increased by
the arrival of the bull. 'There was just cause to appre-
hend the effects it would produce on the Protestants,
end that they would be so exasperated as to refuse
submission to the council. To avert that evil, instruc-
tions were sent to the Imperial ambassador at Rome to
use his utmost efforts to persuade Julius to revise the
bull, and expunge the most objectionable passages. But
his Holiness was inflexible. It was evident that he
wished to hinder the Protestants from going to Trent,
and was determined by this means to prevent the. dis-
-cussions which would result from their appearance there;
for that reason he had employed the expressions so
loudly complained of, nor could any arguments or re-
monstrances induce him to consent to the least alter-
ation. In short, to get rid of the importunities of the
ambassador, he published the bull in due form, Jan.27,
1551, and transmitted it to the Archbishops, to be by
them communicated to the pyelates, and all other par-
ties concerned.

‘When the bull was presented at the diet, it produced
exactly the effects that were anticipated. The Protest-
ants declared that such arrogant pretensions precluded
the hope of conciliation, and that they must retract any
promise they had given to submit to the council, since
it could not be done without wounding their consciences
and offending God. The Catholics said as there was
ne probability of reconciling the Protestants, it would
be useless to waste their time and money by going to
Trent. Charles had enough to do to allay the agitation,
He entreated them to consider that the bull was drawn
up in the style usually adopted in convening general
councils, and assured them that, as far as related to
Germany he would take care.that nothing was dore

27 Pallav. ut sup. c. 11. 8. 3. Sarpi, 1. iii. 8. 33. Le Plat, iv.
p» 167, The bull was re-published by Vida, accompanied with a
severe and sarcastic cemmentary. olf. Leet. Mefnorab. tom. ii.

, 640—644. Wolfius says that a new coinage wag issued by Ju-
ﬁu III. with this motto—* Gens et regnum, quod mihi non
rit peribit—The nation and hingdom which will not obey ‘
pervak.”
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prejudicial to theirinterests. He promised also to repair
in person to Trent or some neighbouring place, to watch
over the proceedings of the assembly. Upon these
assurances, the effervescence of feeling partially subsid-
ed. In the recess of the diet, published Feb. 13, the
emperor engaged that every thing transacted at the
council should be done in a legal and orderly manner;
that its decisions should be according to the doctrine
of Scripture and the fathers: and that none should be
prevented from proposing whatever they conscientiously
judged conducive to the general welfare,. When the
Pope was informed of it he jocosely said that Charles
had chosen this method of balancing the account be-
tween them for publishing the bull without his concur-
rence.?8
Cardinal Crescentio wasappointed to preside over the
council, as the Pontifical Legate. With him were
joined in the capacity of nuncios, Pighino, Archbishop
of Siponto, and Lippoman, bishop of Verona. Nomi-
nally, the latter were inferior in power and authority to
the legate; but in reality there was little or no distinc-
tion; the commission was given to them jointly, and
they were instructed with ample power toresume, direct,
and carry on the council, as if the Pope himself were
present. Three ambassadors were sent by the emperor,
Counts de Monfort and Toledo, and William of Poic-
tiers, severally representing his Imperial, Spanish, and
Flemish dominions. The Protestant States also pre-
pared to advocate their cause, both by ambassadors and
divines. Melancthon was selected by Maurice of Sax-
ony, and ordered to prepare a confession of faith, to be
resented to the assembled fathers in his name. The
Elector of Brandenburg employed Brentius for the same
purpose. A safe-conduct granted by the emperor as-
sured the Protestants that they should have full liberty
to go to Trent, remain there, and return when they
pleased, without fear of molestation. But the fate of
John Huss had made such an impression on their minds
that even the emperor's pledge for their safety wes re-
garded as insufficient. For any thing they knew, the
council of Trent might do as the council of Constance

28 Lo Plat, iv. p, 170—210, Sarpi, 1. iii. s. 34.
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had done. These doubts and difficulties being laid be-
fore the emperor by Maurice, he engaged to procure
from the council such a safe-conduct as should satisfy
all parties.2®

A quarrel between the Pope and the king of France
had so alienated the mind of the latter that he refused
to co-operate with his Holiness in his endeavour to re-
peair the breaches of the church, and prevented the pre-
lates of his kingdom from going to Trent. He even
threatened to summon a national council, by which his
subjects might obtain redress of grievances, and relieve
themselves from the oppressive yoke of Rome. Fear-
ing that the threat would be executed, Julius determined
to proceed to business at once, it being held unlawful
to convene a national council while a general assembly
of the representatives of the church was sitting. Ac-
cordingly, having re-appointed Massarelli to the office
of secretary, offered public prayers for the success of the
enterprise, and issued a bull of indulgences, after the
example of his predecessor,3® he despatched the legate
and nuncios to Trent, and ordered all the bishops then
at Rome to follow them immediately.

On May 1, 1551, the eleventh session was held, and
the council re-opened with the usual solemnities.?*—
During the next four months scarcely any thing was
done. The fathers wereoccupied in settling some ques-
tions of precedence, and the discussions that had taken
place at Bologna were read in their hearing ; but in the
absence of the Germans they were unwillin%to com-
mence the regular business of the council. In'August,
the Electors of Mentz and Treves, with several prelates,
arrived.  Still, the number assembled was very small,
and it was judged expedient again to postpone the
publication of & decree. Nevertheless, the session

29 Sarpi, . iv.s. 4. Le Plat, iv. p. 212. Melancthon anticipat-
ed little good effect to result from the appearance of himself and his
brethren atTrent. ¢ Although man Eﬁmo us for undertaking this
Journey (and I should have preferreg to have enjoyed at a distance

company and presence of my familyand friends;) nevertheless,
whether these things are transacted at the court with honest or de-
ceitful intentions I obey the summons, that men may not sar = =
sometimes said, that we have avoided a public meeting fro-
petulance.” Epistole, p. 286. )

% Lo Plat, iv, p.217. 31 Pallav. I xi.c. 40. Barpi
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was held at the appointed time (Sept. 1.) Instead of a
sermon, an exhortation addressed to the assembly in the
name of the president, was read by the secretary. The
fathers were reminded that their undertaking was most
important and difficult, being nothing less than to extir-
pate heresy, reform discipline, and restore amity and
concord among the rulers of the European States, They
were exhorted to feel their ewn insufficiency, and to
look to God with earnest desire and humble cenfidence;
for the cause in which they were engaged was the cause
of religion, and involved the safety of the church, for
which the Supreme Being gave his only-begotten Son.
‘With humility and godly sorrow it behoved them to pre-
sent themselves before the Lord, and by good works and
fruits worthy of repentance to prepare their hearts for
the influences of the Holy Spirit, who undoubtedly pre-
sided over general councils, lawfully convened. If the
Saviour promised to be where only two or three were
gathered together in his name, how much more might
the presence and aid of the Spirit of God be expected
when so many priests and holy fathers were assembled,
and on such an occasion! Their decrees would be not
s0 much the decrees of men as of God. Did the Re-
deemer promise eternal life to him who should give food,
clothing, or relief to one of his disciples? How much
greater would be their merits, by whose pious care not
one or two souls only, but whole countries would be
snatched from the jaws of Satan! To them the church
Jooked for help: the ship was well nigh broken by the
wiolence of the tempest; the negligence of the sailors
bhad exposed her to imminent peril; they only could
bring her safely into port. But if they hoped to succeed
in this attempt, they must put away all contention, envy,
and strife; be grave, gentle, meek; exhibiting the
lovely example of charity and perfect union; not seek-
ing their own, but the things that were Jesus Christ's.32

On this occasiori the council was compelled to hear
another protestation against itself. James Amyot, Ab-
bot of Bellosane, appeared at the session with a letter
from the king of ¥rance, which, after some quibbling
about the form of superscription was suffered to-be read,

22 Pallav. 1. xi, c. 15. Sarpi, l.iv.5.6. Le Plat, i. p. 170—~174.
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as was also the protestation. His most Christian Ma-
jesty informed the fathers that being prevented from
taking past in their proceedings by the differences exist-
ing between himself and the Pope, he could not consi-
der them as a general council of the Catholic church,
but only as a private assembly, convened for the pro-
motion of party views and private interests ; that France
would not be bound to observe their decrees; and that
he should adopt such ‘measures as were deemed neces-
sary for the welfare of religion in his dominions, with-
out any regard to their assembly.33 No answer was
given at the time, but Amyot was directed to attend at
the next session, appointed to be held Oct. 11: it was
resolved that on that duy a decree should be passed on
the sacrament of the eucharist, and that the remain-
ing obstacles to episcopal residence should also be
treated.

The debateson the eucharist were unusually languid;
partly because little difference of opinion prevailed among
the fathers, and partly because the whole question had
been examined at Bologna so thoroughly as almost to
render any further investigation unnecessary. Tbe fol-
lowing regulations were made, to be observed by the di-
vines in carrying on the discussion : viz. that their sen-
timents should be supported by the authority of the
Secriptures, apostolic traditions, approved councils, Papal
constitutions and decrees, the writings of the fathers,
and the general consent of the Catholic church; that
they should observe brevity, and abstain from all sugr-
flucus af§ useless questions, and unseemly contention ;
and that in delivering their opinions the Pope’s divines
should first speak, then the emperor's, and after them
the others—the seculars, according ta the dates of theix
degrees, and the regulars according to the rank of theix

al
33 Pallav. ut sup. c. 17. Sarpi,s.7. Instructions et Lettres des

Rois Tres Christiens, &c. p. 21—37. Paris, 1654. Some of the
prelates, especially the Spaniards, were greatly offended, because’
:he king's letter was directed to the ¢ assembly” of holy fathers (con-
sentus,) and not to the *‘ Gemeral Counril” ili 3
-If you will not hear the king’s letter,” said the Archbishop of
Mentz, “ how will you bear the German Protestants, who call us a
-ouncil of malignants 7' 'The reader will notfail to observe that the
«bsence of the French prelates totally destroys the claim of the conm
<l to be considered ¢ general,” during this period of its history.
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orders. Although this method of proceeding was very
far from being adapted to elicit truth, the word of God
being only considered as one among other authorities,
the Italians were much dissatisfied. They were so ac-
customed to the metaphysical subtleties of thescholastic
divinity, and so imperfectly versed in Scripture, that
they dreaded the consequences of being compelled to
adopt even so partial a reference to its pages, and loudly
complained of the regulations.34

There was some disputing respecting the necessity of
auricular confession before participation of the eucharist.
Melchior Cano and many others denied that necessity ;
the majority, however, thought differently ; but the lan-
guage of the decree was modified and softened, and an
anathema was not pronounced against those who held
the other opinion. Some other minor varieties of sen-
timent were observed, which were easily reconciled, and
need not be enumerated. The chief contest respected
the mode of Christ's presence in the sacrament, and the
true meaning of the word “transubstantiation.” The .
Dominicans and Franciscans were divided. The for-
mer maintained, * that Jesus Christ exists in the sacra-
ment, not as coming thither from a place in which he
was before, but because the substance of the bread being
changed into his body, he is in the place where the
bread was before without coming to it from any other
place; and that as the whole substance of the bread i
changed into the whole substance of his body, that is
tday, the matter and form of the bread into ghe matter
and form of his body, this is the changd@Which is
properly called transubstantiation” They also dis-
tinguished two modes of existence in the Saviour; “the
one his heavenly, the other his sacramental presence;
the first being natural, the second altogether extraor-
dinary, and totally different from all other beings.”’—
The Franciscans held, “that the power of God may
cause a body to exist truly and substantially in many
places, and that when it occupies a new place, it is be-
cause it goes thither, not by a successive motion, as if it
left one to goto another, but by an instantaneous change
which causes it to occupy a second place without leak-

3 Lo Plat, iv, p. 258. Barpi, s. 10.
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ing the first; that, by the ordinance of God, wherever
the body of Jesus Christ exists there remaineth no other
substance there; not that this latter substance is de-
stroyed, but the body of Christ has taken its place ; and
that transubstantiation does not consist in the formation
of the body of Jesus Christ out of the substance of the
bread, as the Dominicans maintained, but that it is the
succession of the first to the second.” They also held,
in opposition to the Dominicans, that the mode of
Christ’s existence in heaven is not different from his ex-
istence in the sacrament as to substance, but solely as to
quantity ; for that in heaven his body occupies the space
that naturally belongs to it, while, in the sacrament,
substance occupies no place! Each party was fully
convinced of the truth of the opinion it maintained, and
that it was perfectly clear and intelligible; and each
charged the other with folly and absurdity. The de-
cree was so framed that both could subscribe it, and ac-
commodate it to their respective views. 38

It was deemed expedient on this occasion to recur to
the plan adopted in the sixth session, and to introduce
the canons by explanatory chapters, containing the
doctrine of the church as now revised and corrected.—
The importance of the subject, involving some of the
leading peculiarities of the Protestants, was a sufficient
reason for this measure. In accordance with the deter-
mination, a committee was appointed, by whom the de-
cree was prepared. Upon this the imperial ambassa-
dorsinterposed, and represented to the legate, that if the
decree should pass there would be no hope of obtaining
the submission of the Protestants. They therefore
urged the suspension of the decree till their arrival, and
requested on their behalf a safe conduct in the name of
the council. The legate was very angry at this de-
mand, and even threatened to give up his office, if he
were thus thwarted; it was with difficulty that a rup-
ture was avoided. At last he reluctantly yielded, and
wrote to the Pope, soliciting direction. After some dis-
cussions in the consistory, instructions were sent to sus-

nd that part of thedecree which related to communion
m both kinds, and to issue a safe-conduct, but in such

35 Paliav. 1. xi1. €. 9. ‘&rpi, s 13
14 -
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general terms that no advantage could be taken of it,
nor any thing inferred prejudicial to the authority of
the Pope or the council.38

It was evident that the arrival of the Protestants was
rather dreaded than desired. The Pope had formed his
plans, and did not intend to be hindered in carrying them
into effect. Much embarrassment, and probably some
mortification, might ensue, if the Protestants were per-
mitted to join the council. They would be expeoted to
declaim freely and fearlessly against those corruptions
and abuses which even good Catholics wished to see
removed, but wished in vain. They had openly declar-
ed their purpose to demand a hearing on all the contro-
verted points, including those which had been already
decided; and a revision of decrees passed in solemn ses-
sion, and, as men were taught to believe, under the di-
rect influences of the Holy Spirit. It was manifestly
inexpedieut, therefore, to allow their appearance at
Trent, unless they came as humble disciples to receive
the instructions of the fathers, and renounce their abo-
minable errors. By acting on these principles, the le-
gate kept the Protestants at a distance, or neutralized
their efforts, and the papal divines were spared the ne-
cessity of encountering their opponents in the field of
controversy.37

Very little was done in furthering ecclesiastical re-
form, owing to the determined resistance of the legate,
who resolutely opposed the prelates in their attacks on
the encroachments of the papal court.3®* The abuse of

38 Pallav. lib. xii. c. 8. Sarpi, 5. 12. Vargas, p. 115, 116.

37 «The Pope and his clergy expect the arrival of the Protestants
at Trent with the utmost fear and repugnance....The whole body of
the Popish cleriy endeavour to make the world think, that they are
waiting for the Lutherans, and that they are anxious to see them.—
Bat, at the same time, they are employing every method toexclude
them from the council.” Vargas, p. 117,

38 ¢ That the reformation may be bronght about, it is very neces-
sary that his Majesty should give us his support, and that he should
strenuously exert himself with the Pope and the Fathers of the
council. If he should fail us, abuses will be but imperfectly cor-
rected. The impure leaven thet will remain, will not fail to cor-
rupt the whole mass. The presiding officers of the council display
neither zeal nor earnestness for the reformation of the clergy. They
openly declare that we ought to remain satisfied with what they are
willing to grant us, without our being suffered w open our mouths

v
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éppéals was the only subject discussed at any length.
By a gradual progress of usurpation, the Popes had con-
trived that almost all causes should be carried to Rome.
As a necessary consequence, the power of the bishops
was nearly annihilated, and innumerable vexationsand
oppressions, together with enormous expenses, awaited
the hapless individual who found himself involved in
an ecclesiastical suit. John Gropper3® addressed the
fathers on this subject, and his speech produced so pow-
erful an impression, and was so much applauded by the
Spaniards and Germans, that the legate engaged John
Baptiste Castelli4® to answer it, whicn he did in an ela-
borate harangue. The result was, that power triumph-
ed over justice, and none but trivial and unsatisfactory
reforms were suffered to pass.4!

‘When the decrees were prepared and adopted, the le-
gate laid before the council the demands of the imperial
ambassadors on behalf of the Protestants, which, hesaid,
appeared to him reasonable, and ought to be complied
with. On his recommendation it was agreed to post-
pone till Jan. 25, in the following year, the decision of
the question of communion in both kinds, and the com-
munion of infants; and in the mean time to prepare a
decree on penance and extreme unction. The presidents
of the council were requested.to prepare a safe-conduct.
This was procured by the legate’s meanagement, and
enabled him to make use of the form sent him from
Rome for that purpose.42

The thirteenth session was celebrated Oct. 11, with
great pomp. In the following terms did the council set-
tle the long disputed subject of transubstantiation :—

“The sacred, holy, ecumenical, and general Coun-
¢il of Trent, lawfully assembled, &c. being convened
under the special guidance and government of the Holy
Spirit, in order to expound the true and ancient doctrine

to make any other demands....The Bishops are much troubled that
they are listened to with an appearance of chagrin, whenever they
speak of a reformation.” Vargas, p. 170.

39 Archdeacon of Cologne, an eminent divine and canonist. See
Du Pin. Cent. xvi.

40 An Italian. Promotor of the Council, an office somewhat ana-
logous to that of the Speaker of eur House of Commons.

41 Pallav. lib, xii. c. 12. s. 4. 8arpi, lib. iv. s. 15, 16.

43 Pallav. lib. xii. c. 8. Sarpi, lib. iv. s.18.
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of faith and the sacraments, and apply a rémedy to alk
‘heresies and other most grievous evils by which the
church of God is now miserably vexed and rent in pieces
—hath from the first particularly desired to root out ut-
terly the tares of accursed errors and schisms, which the
enemy has sown in these calamitous times, respecting:
the doctrine, use, and worship of the most holy eucharist;
which sacrament our Saviour hath left in the church as
a symbol of the unity and love in which he hath willed
all Christians to be jomed and knit together. There-
fore, the same most holy council strictly enjoins all the
faithful in Christ, that they presume not hereafter to be-
lieve, teach or preach otherwise respecting the most ho-
1y eucharist, than is explained and defined in this present
decree; in which is delivered the genuine and whole<
some doctrine of the venerable and divine sacrament of
the eucharist, as the Catholic church, instructed by our
Lord Jesus Christ and his .aposties, and taug