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THIS VOLUME,

WHICH DISCLOSES THE
JUGGLING OF JESUITS,
BY RICHARD BAXTER;
¢ AND BY IT, HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH:"
18 APFECTIONATELY INSCRIBED TO
ALL JUNIOR THEOLOGIANS;
WHO ALREADY ARE CONSECRATED

TO THE . )
“ MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION,?
- OR WHO ARE PREPARING
¢ EARNESTLY TO CONTEND FOR
THE FAITH
WHICH WAS ONCE DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS.”
* WITH DEVOUT SOLICITUDE, ‘
THAT THEY MAY NOT “FIGHT
THE DRAGON;
AND THE BEAST;
AND THE FALSE PROPHET;
AS ONE WHO BEATETH THE AIR,”
BUT THAT THEY MAY BE
¢ MORE 'u.un

' CONQUERORS

THROUGH HIM WHO LOVED Us!"

New- York, October 12, 1835.
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ADDRESS '
70 THE MINISTERS, OFFICERS, AND MEMBERS
OF ALL THE PROTESTANT CHURCHES
' IN THE UNITED STATES.

TrE rapid-increase of the Papal Apostacy, and of
the principles of Jesuitism, in our Republic, is the most
astonishing modern development of *the Mystery of
Iniquity.” Viewed in reference only to civil society,
nothing can be more contradictory to all reasonable
anticipation, than that Popery should have been able
to force an admission into our community; much less
that it should have been acceptable to American Citi-

- zens. Our whole national polity is so widely severed
from the entire system of Romanism, under every pos-
sible modification, that the correct motives, and the true
causes, should be ascertained and specified, for that
astounding aberration from rectitude, self-interest and
decorum, the existence of which, the present appalling
predominance of Popery, and the evident extending
sway of the Roman Pontiff throughout our land, so
unequivocally shows.

The inquiry is often propounded—how can the ex-
traordinary spread of Popery, and the manifest multi-
ﬁllication of the Papists be rationally accounted for in
the present state of our country ? It is often said in
reply, that the increase of Papal vassals in the United
States, results entirely from foreign immigration, and
the expenditure of European money. Admit that the
former of those causes augments the number of Roman
devotees; and that the latter enables the Jesuits to erect
male and female convents, and seminaries—neverthe-
less both do not exhibit the whole existing relative
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position of the Poutifical authority in our confede-
rated republics.

Two anomalous facts undeniably declare, that other
causes ate in operation which give life and encourage-
ment to the efforts that Roman Priests and disguised
Jesuits make to subjugate these States to the Italian
Pontiff: Neither the crowds of Papists who are con-
stantly arriving, nor the sums of money which are
regularly transmitted from Europe, at all account for
the peculiar favor with which Romanism is regarded,
and the special solicitude which so many citizens ex-
emplify to propitiate its priests. Nor do those princi- -
ples afford any plausible solution of another mysterious _
circumstance ; that the whole body of American citi-
zens are manifestly imbued with an overpowering dread -
of the malign influence, and appalling machlnauons of
the Papists.

There has been a general neglect of that department
of ecclesiastical literature which comprises the history
of the Christian church, and especially of that portion of
it which appertains to the Papal hierarchy. Exceptin
a few more prominent stations, Popery was almost un-
known in the United States, until subsequent to our
last contest with Britain ; nor had its progress attracted
any marked interest, until about six years ago, it was
_ first proposed, that an attempt should be made to direct
the attention of the Protestant churches to the charac-
ter, wiles and pernicious acts of the grand apostate ene-
my of the kingdom of God. From that cause, the re-
cent polemical discussions concerning the “lying won-
ders and strong delusion” of Pontifical Rome have
either been disregarded or opposed; and there is an_
almost universal dearth of information respecting the
Scriptural prophecies and delineations of that enemy of
*“our Lord, and of his Christ,” who is generically de-
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nominated “the Mén of sin;’ the *scarlet .colored
Beast full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads
and ten horns’—and “Mystery, Babylon the great;
Mother of Harlots and the abominations of the earth.”

It.is also not a little perplexing, that the Apocalypse,
to the reading and hearing of the words of which book
alone of the sacred canon, a unique blessing is attached
by the “ Faithful Witness, and prinee of the kings of
the earth” —the Apocalypse, or the revelation of John is
far less studied in its connection with the past annals
of the Christian church, than any other portion of * the
oracles of God.” Hence, there is an almost universal
ignorance or misconception of the genuine attributes
and- ungodly proceedings of the Romish *seducing
spirits, and false teachers, who speak lies in hypocrisy.”

" The predominating sensibility throughout the Amer-
ican Protestant churches is an undefinable dread of the
Pope’s vassals who are domiciliated among us. From

“which cause, public controverted discussions of the dog-
mas, superstitions, frauds, and corruptions of Popery
-and Jesuitism are sternly counteracted. Publications
both in the form of volumes and periodicals are slighted
and decried. Houses of prayer are premptorily refused
for the purpose of preaching the Gospel of Christ in
illustration of Scriptural predictions—and not only is
every effort to arouse the slumbering disciples repelled;
but those Watchmen, who * see the sword coming upon
the land, and blow the trumpet to warn the people,”
are censured and denounced, as if they were disturbers
of the public peace.  _

This is not the work of our Romish inveterate ad-
versaries. Having latterly discovered that their scorn-
ful superstition of Protestants excited both disgust and
alarm, the Jesuits now have become comparatively
lamb-like, and “beguile with enticing words.” They
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perceive that the cause of their foreign despot, the Ro-
man Pontiff, is more efficiently promoted in this republic,
by their deceptions than by their menaces ; and throu gh
their covert artifices, than with open assault The com-
bined apathy and opposition of Protestant Ministers
and other influential professed adherents of the Refor-
mation are consolidating the Papal system, and facili-
tate its enlargement and sway throughout the United
Btates, far more than all the priest-ridden multitudes,
who are transported from Europe; and all the treas-
ures which pontifical ambition and ignorant bigotry
can squander, upon the marvellous design to subjugate
the minds and beans, the bodies and souls of Americarn
citizens to the accursed iron yoke of Pope Gregory.

‘Whence does this slavish fear of the Papists eman-
ate? There is a deep-rooted impression that the vas-
sals of Rome are a turbulent, lawless, and ferocious
confederacy, who are impelled by an unpricipled priest-
hood. What are the Jesuits and Dominicans? Men
who know no authority but the supreme pontifical man-
date; who are united to mankind by none of the nat-
ural bonds of relationship; who have no motive of ac-

- tion but personal indulgence, and the aggrandizement

of their craft; and who being exempt from all govern-
ment, except that of their ecclesiastical superiors, and
having no permanent residence, because they are al-
ways subject to the order of removal from their prelat-
ical master; constantly, and in every place, are the
enemies of all that portion of the human family who
will not submit to their infernal despotism. Therefore,
timid Protestants conclude, that it is preferable not té
irritate the Beast, lest they should feel the compound
anguish arising from the Bear's gripe, and the Lion's
mouth, inflicted with leopard -like suddenness and fero-
city. Baxter has luminously depicted that absurdity.
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* 8ome think that it is the safest way to please the Pope
and Jesuits; and so will be Papists,” or support their
cause, “on the same terms that some of the Indians
worship the devil, because he is so naught, that he may
not hurt them.” If we reflect upon the present situa-
tion of Jesuitism in this republic, it is scarcely credible,
that the revered author of the * Juggling of Jesuits,”
one hundred and eighty years ago could have so pre-
cisely described existing realities. Vast numbers of
Protestants, act upon the same principle, as the ‘man
who bowed to the images of Jupiter and Satan. When
he was reproved for his infatuation ; he retorted; “It
is impossible to know what may happen, or where we
may go; S0 it is best to have friends in every place.”

But who can estimate the mischiefs that follow from
the large donations which are made not only by merely
nominal Protestants, but also by actual members of the
Reformed churches, towards the erection of those idol-
atrous temples where the Romish superstitious cere-
monial is performed ? In many places throughout our
land, the sites of the edifices or materials for the erec-
tion of them, or money to pay the mechanics, have
been profusely lavished by the-avowed followers of
Christ, to complete Mass houses and Jesuit male and
female convents. To-admit that those donors thus be-
stowed their gifts from a profound noun-acquaintance
with Popery is an impeachment of their rationality;
and yet to suppose that they have thrown away their
superfluous wealth from a predilection for Romanism,
or from a supposition that it is christianity, altogether
makes void their sincerity. Whatever may be the
cause, the effects are most pernicious. The energies
of the Protestant champions are enfeebled, and the
power of the Roman Priests is invigorated and be-
romes more extensive and unshaken.
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Bince the commencement of the more direct * war
upon the Beast,” in America, nearly six years have
passed away ; and two facts have been elicited from the
occurrences which have transpired. The vast majority
of American citizens, and even of American christians
are nearly altogether ignorant of Popery—and a spuri-
ous liberalism prevails throughout our country ; which
unfolds itself nearly in our Lord’s graphical descrip-
tion of the ancient Jewish blind guides—* who strained
at a gnat and swallowed a camel.”

It is demonstrable, that each of those principles, and
especially both them conjoined, must have a decisively
injurious tendency upon the churches of Christ. Po-

pery, through their joint operation, is considered to be

either harmless and so may be tolerated without oppo-
sition; or it is viewed as a species of modified christi-
anity, which demands our occasional conformity with
its principles and ritval. Such a contradictory inter-
pretation of Scripture can arise only from entire igno-
rance of the tenth, and the subsequent chapters of the
Apocalypse. However incompetent through our finite
judgments, we may be to determine the times and sea-
sons, and also some of the prophetical figures, with
the application of them ; yet one thing is certain as de-
rived from the whole tenor of the sacred volume;
that idolatry is a crime most abhorent to Jehovah ; that
the system of Popery is" doomed by God to utter de-
struction ; and that all Papists being idolaters, unless
they come out of Babylon the Great, will be “ partakers
of her sins, and will receive of her plagues.”

The erroneous judgment that is formed of the genuine
attributes of Romanism is both the cause and the effect
of that false charity which urges so many of our citi-
zens to Jook with complacency upon that antichristian
system, and to consider it obn account of its fraudulent
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appellative, as an emanation from * the glorious Glospel
of the ever blessed God.”

The same combined delusion and fondness for its
pageantry, its music, its ornaments, and its shows,
actuate that resistance which is o general, and so con-
tinuously displayed, to the use of evangelical means
for the overthrow of Popery. Indeed it seems to be
entirely forgotten, by almost all orders of people both
within the church, and in the world; that “the work-
ing of Satan” is a most alarming curse to every nation
who tolerate and succumb to it; and that “the testi-
mony of Jesus which is the spirit of prophecy” has dis-
tinctly foretold that the admission and progress of “the
mystery of iniquity” among any community is a deci-
. sive expression of the displeasure of Jehovah, designed
by him as a punishment for their transgressions and
their sins. Thus the Apostle Paul, 2 Thessalonians,
2: 10—12; emphatically declares—* They received
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. For
this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that
they should believe TuEe LiEk; that they all may be
damned, who believed not the truth, but had pleasure
in unrighteousness.”

This reflection is peculiarly impressive, if considered
in connection with the vetributive dispensations of the
Omnipotent Governor. We kave always boasted of
the unequalled illumination and freedom which over-
spread our country ; and the questions instantly arise;
has that light been duly improved ?' has that liberty
been used for evangelical objects, and according to di-
vine prescrigtions ? ' _

Reflect upon the contrast. Popery is a system of
darkness and slavery, mental, bodily and spiritual. No-
thing more directly at the antipodes to all our republi-

2
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can civic theories in legislation and political econemy
can possibly be imagined, thanthe dogmas, injunctions
and appointments of the Court of Rome, exclusive of
their total contradiction to Christianity; and yet that
“8Son of Perdition,” who has withered the comforts,

blasted the prosperity, promoted the contentions, extin-
guished the improvements, polluted with blood, and be-
cause it.is a ceaseless God-robber, ‘Malachi 3: 8, 9;

has “cursed with a curse,” during the last twelve hun-
.dred years, every one of the ten kingdoms of the Beast,

is ‘nowy nourished in this country as if he were “ the

Friend of sinners, and the Prince of Peace.”

Those irreconcilable contradictiens between all that
Anmericans exult in, of the rights of conscience, and civil
liberty, when contrasted with the gloom and vassalage
of the Papacy, combine the most intensely exciting in-
quiries in reference to the prospective advances of the
pontifical predominance throughout our land. Here

~we have a fact, which in its primary aspect appears to
be utterly inexplicable—that men who are sensitive
beyond description to the least apparent infringement
of their privileges by their own elected official person-
ages; at the same time deliberately choose and obsti-
nately encourage the grasping usurpations of a foreign
despotic potentate; whose boundless arrogance claims
the illimitable control of all the affairs of every indi-
vidual not only during his earthly pilgrimage, but
throughout eternal ages ; and also assumes to determine
and regulate not merely his own forced and voluntary
minions, but the concerns of all the tribes of mankind,
without 1« murmur of resistance, and forever. .

Whether the supreme and all righteous arbiter of
human transactions would alarm us by the fearful inti-
mation that he can permit men voluntarily so to blind
themselves, that they will aid the tyrant to forge the
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chaine which shall fetter themselves, and build the pri-
son for their own incarceration, and manufacture the
scourges with which themselves shall be lacerated ; is
a topic which  demands serious investigation, and may
properly excite penitent humility. The signs of the
times are full of melancholy portents for the American
churches ; and that light of which in one aspect we
have boasted, and in another, endeavored to extinguish,
is rapidly becoming-obscured by the smoke of the bot-
tomless pit: and that liberty which has been so per-
verted into ‘licentiousness on one side, and been so
grievously despoiled on the other, seems to be gradu-
ally traneforming into the feudal bondage of the dark
ages, when a Monk’s cowl was the highest object of
reverence, and a Friar's approbation was the most
richly valued possession.

If we were .asked for an example of human depra-
vity which should be too palpable to admit either of
denial or proof, we would adduce the present condi-
tion of Popery in the United States. No other reason
can be assigned for the progress which it has made,
and the cordiality with which it has been received;
than the sanction which indirectly by example, and im-
mediately by its accommodating doctrines and license,
that “all deceivableness of unrighteousness” imparts
to every unhallowed indulgence. Popery is silently
but gradually undermining all the moral principles of
our people. “The leaven, the doctrine of the Phari-
sees and of the S8adducees” almost imperceptibly, except
unto a very perspicacious observer, is embittering and
corrapting our whole code of ethics, both theoretical and
in practice. o '

Examine three facts in connexion with the fourth,
seventh, and ninth commandments. What has been the
prime cause of that vast addition to the sabbath break-
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ing which in our large cities especially has transform-
ed the latter balf of the Lord’s day into one unrestricted
scene of sensual revelry. What are the Sunday eve-

. ning ** Sacred Concerts,” as they are called, but an ex-
cuse for the eontinued perpetration of the regular disso-
luteness of the other six days, with the scene and place
_only shifted from the seductive theatre to the fascinating
garden. This is a master-piece of satan; to gild over.
sabbath breaking with a pretended sacred concert; as
if any thing could be sacred, where theatrical profli-
gates perform, and notorious “lovers of pleasure” re-
sort. But it is the genuine effect of. Popery. The
Papist’s sabbath ends as soon as mass is closed; and
then every species of inordinate gratification may be
indulged with impunity. The desecration of the Lord’s
day is one of the indelible and most obvious features of
the Popedom ; and as the natural and inevitable conse-
quence, infidelity, and all diversified ungodliness with
their ineffable evils speedily overflow the land. It being
also proper to be remembered, that this dishonor of the
Lord’s day, so far from being condemned by the Papal
creed, is an essential ingredient in their system, and
from their superstitions inseparable,

_ The transgression of the seventh commandment is
indissolubly conjoined with Popery. That character-
istic of the Romish apostacy is declared by both the
Apostles Paul and John, to be an infallible mark of the.
mystical Babylon ; and according to the testimony of

the Papal historians, the Scriptural delineations are ,

most minutely accurate. That the various crimes and

the scandalous disorders, which are implied in the

Lord’s mandate, are increasing not ‘only in frequency,
but also in openness, and likewise in aggravated enor-
mity, is a fact which is so obvious, that alas! it requires
no evidence to verify its melancholy truth. Can it be
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believed, that Jesuitism is not principally chargeable
with this awfully wide spreading desolation? Do
not the Jesuit Priests teach, that many of the sins of
unchastity are merely venial ? are they not pardoned
for a slight penance ? are not dispensations for all past
delinquencies sold for a trifle? Cannot indulgence for
one or more years, be obtained for a given price, which
permits the purchaser to violate the law of God as often
as he pleases, and premises him exemption from the -
divine displeasure? When we remember the propor-
tion of Papists in our large cities and towns, is it possi-
(ble that such an irreligious and contaminating system
should exist, and be in full operation among them, and
that all other persons should escape the infectious con-
tagion ? Is it conceivable that the large multitudes of
sinners who are anxious to live unrestrained by the ju-
risdiction of Jehovah will not be gratified. without ex-
_ amining its genuineness, with a pretended Christianity,
“which tolerates them in every licentious practice, and
which guarantees their eventual security, through the
power of a Priesthood so condescending to human pro- °
pensities, and whose beneficence is so cheaply pur-
chased? .

But probably surveyed in all their operations in civil
society throughout our Federal Republic, the doctrines
and practices of the Jesuits and other Roman Priests,
and their devotees, respecting the ninth commandment,
are more pernicious than even the desecration of the
Sabbath, and the deluge of impurity with which they
are desolating public morals and decorum. The equiv-
ocations, mental reservations, nullifying of oaths, in-
fringement of covenants, and in short, all the innumer-
able modes which those deceivers have invented to in-
validate apparently the most solema obligations, and

2°
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yet to remove any dread of guilt from the Falsifiers;
are the most awful proofs of outrageous impiety, and
daring perfidy which are found among human annals.
Yetall those perjuries of the most flagrant character are
constantly perpetrated in the United States, and by all
classes of Papists, not only with impunity ; but with the
approbation and according to the instruction of their
Priests. Can those barefaced violations of truth and
. sincerity be openly displayed without injury to others
who witness them? Can the doctrine that the Roman
Pontiff and his subordinate priests can nullify an oath
or a contract; and dispense with- the most solemrr ob-
ligations, and authorize deliberate perjury, be openly
taught as a part of the Romish Religion, without dete-
riorating the minds and consciences of men not possess-
ed of that fear of the Lord which is the beginning of

wisdom? Lying and false swearing are essential to~

the very existence of Popery.

Tt must also be remembered, that thxs Sabbath -break-
ing, uncleanness, and deception are taught in all the
Seminaries and Convents whether of boys or girls in
this Union. Itis of no importance, by what name those
institutions are known; Jesuit Priests and Ursuline

Nuns substantially impart the knowledge, and entice -

to the doing of all that loathsome iniquity. This is
one of the great prospective dangersto our country.

Multitudes of youth and of the most influential rank
in the American community recently have been and
now are in the course of tuition under those consummate
adepts in every diabolical art. From their course of
tuition, all evangelical instruction is-most cautiously
excluded. The juvenile mind is enchanted with pomp
and mummery; and beguiled with blandishments, or
menaced with alarm, or operated upon by both alter-
nately, until the creature has become a mere machine
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which the priestly artificer adapts to any purpose
that may promote his designs or gratify his vicious
desires. All that youth truly learn in any Jesuit insti-
tution, whether it be a college or nunnery, is the most
efficient manner to impose upon the world around them.
That is beyond all dispute the most dangerous of all
the results which flow from those monastic establish-
ments, in which Protestant boys and girls are immur-
ed. There they learn every possible abomination ; and
alsp are taught every ingenious device by which they
can elude discovery in the midst of their crimes: and
deceive all persons who are not minutely conversant
with their chicanery and turpitude.

Jesuitism cannot proceed onward in its progress
throughout our country, as it has done for the last ten
years without speedily illustrating its baneful effects,
in the increasing indifference of the public to sterling
knowledge; in growing immorality; in prevailing
scepticism; in a silent but systematic and deadly change
in the spirit of our statute laws; and in an accelerating
corruption and debasement of the national character.

Jesuitism cannot exercise its present wicked influ-
ence many years longer before the Christian churches
will find themselves cowering to the audacity, and
writhing under the usurpations of those vile emlszanes
of the Roman, Pontiff. .

It is therefore “ high time to awake out of sleep.
to cast off the works of darkness, and to put on the ar-
mor of light” The welfare of the community and
the vital interests of the Christian churches are decply
concerned in a prompt renovation of the character and
actions of Protestants.in reference to Popery.. Two
measures are.indispensable. An accurate and a gen-
eral acquaintance with the qualities and mischievous
effects of the grand apostacy; and the adoption of
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efficient and evangelical means to counteract and di-
minish that unholy predominance which the Romish
accursed despotism has already attained.

The former course necessarily implies the dissemi-
nation of knowledge by periodicals, standard volumes,

and popular discussions, especially by lectures on the

prophecies which advert to Romanism.’" The latter
comprises a correct understanding of the evils which .
flow from the existence of Popery in its connection with
civil society, and of the proper methods to extirpate
that insidious poison which it infuses into the whole
mass of the community, and by which their energies are
paralyzed, and the system corrupted with a loathsome
and direful inortification. With this point however
the Christian churches, in their associated relations
cannot interfere. No man wishes to infringe
upon the rights of conscience; and no citizen would be
willing to vebuild the dungeous, forge the fetters, shar-
pen the sword, and kindle the fires of Dominican In-
quisitors, and Papal Butchers. It may confidently be
anticipated that the coflagrations of the Auto da Fe;
and the indiscriminate massacre of Protestants by the
blood-hounds of the Mother of Harlots, who furnished
the blood of the Saints with which she. became drunken,
have passed away not to be reiterated. But the
events which have occurred since the commencement
of that shaking of the nations, the French Revolution
in 1789, not only in France; but also in Spain, Pottu-
gal, Italy and Austria, assure us; that the Romish

" priestly assassins will not surrender their stilettos,

their poison, their frauds, and their long enjoyed su-
premacy without a struggle; which although it will
terminate in their overthrow, will previously have con-
vulsed the nations who had submitted to them to their

" centre; and will spread desolation, anguish, penury -
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and slaughter, through all their boundaries, to the ut-
most extremity. The United States of America will
not escape the experience of the storm and the wo, in
exact proportion to the number of the Papal Ecclesias-
tics, and the extent to which their power and abomina-
tions have controlled throughout our country.

It is therefore desirable to promulge among our
churches a work that exhibits in the most compendious
form the various artifices by which the emissaries of
the Roman Poutiff endeavor to delude the unwary
to their ruin; therely to enlighten those who are not
acquainted w1th the fallacies and the Popish corrup-
tions ; and also to excite becoming watchfulness on the
part of the Protestant churches against the snares of
their insidious foes. For that purpose, the best proba-
bly of all the controversial disquisitions by the immor--
tal Richard Baxter was selected. During the civil
commotions in Britain which followed the lawless and
destructive exhibitions of * King craft,” by James L
and Charles I. the Jesuiis attempted to increase the
ferment, and the divisions among the Protestants, that
the unthinking multitudes, weary of their unceasing
commotions, might for quietude as they supposed, take
refuge in a Jesuit's abselution, and within the turrets
of Babylon. The authentic history of that period cer-
tifies that to accomplish their schemes. every subter-
fuge and trick were adopted by those ingenious and
fox-like masters of fraud and deception.. They had re-
ceived dispensations from the Pope_and the General of
their order to wear every kind of vizor, to appear in
all sorts of disguise, to assume any name or- profession,
and to perpetrate every possible crime so as to promote
the grand scheme, the restoration of the Pontifical au-
thority throughout those kingdoms. - :

In consequence of those Papal indulgences, Jesuits

~
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were found in all characters ; and always exceeding in
- extravagance even the wildest effervescence of those
who felt more than ordinary excitement during that
agitated period. It was then partially known, and has
gince been amply ascertained and proved; that Nuns
obtruded themselves among the female -followers of -
George Fox, and that many of the scandalous public
exhibitions of women in a state of nudlty were by those
well trained prostitutes of the Romish Priests. The
leaders also of those minor sects who promulged as
their cardinal tenet, a community of property and sex-
ual intercourse, were chiefly Jesuits and Nuus, or oth-
ets whom they had artfully selected as suitable tools to
carry on their pernicious schemes. Many of those who
pretended to be preachers of different sects,"and who
were distinguished for the infuriated extravagance of
their opinions, and the apparent madness of their be-
haviour, were Roman Priests and Monks; whe had
but one design, to augment the national discord, to dis-
grace Protestantism, to deceive the ignorant, and thus
to proselyte the people to the Roman superstitions.
Baxfer wrote the ensuing work expressly to unfold
“their wickedness ; and it isa lasting memento, that Po-
pery is immutable in its treachery and ungodliness.
The attentive American Reader of the “ Juggling
of Jesuits,” and the specifications of the “ Forty Popish
Fraids)’ which Richard Baxter has detected and dis-
closed ; will be deeply impressed with the exact simili-
tude which there is between the period of Oliver Crom-
well's supremacy in Britain, and the principles and
- acts of the Jesuits in this republic. Admitting even
that a modern polemic could have composed a volume
exactly identical in fervor and in materials, it would
not have been in any way so impressive as this devel-
opment of the spirit, and practices of Jesuitism, which

’
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was first published one hundred and eighty years sisce;
and which is as exactly adapted tothe present situation
of Romanism in the United States, as if it had been com-
posed under the superintendence of the spirit of proph-
ecy, or as if it had been a philosophical and historical
delineation of a preexistent controversy.

Among the multifarious polemical works in refer-
ence to Romanism, and the means which its treacher-
ous partizans use to disseminate it in this country, it is
believed that no treatise could be selected which pre-
sents stronger claims upon the attention of the ministers,
officers; and members of the American churches, than
this display ot “ Jesuitical Juggling,” by Richard Bax-
ter. Not only does he confute the system of Popery as
incurably corrupt and totally anti-christian, by a few
concise arguments, which all can comprehend ; but he
also déscribes the dexterous artifices of the Jesuits so
lucidly and in such diversified forms, that none can
deny the accuracy of the narrative; and no one can
plead an excuse for being ensnared by their “sleight

and cunning craftiness, whereby they lay in wait to

deceive.”

It is deliberate tréason to the Lord of all, or it is ju-
dicial infatuation in all those ministers and members of
the Christian churches, who assert that the alarm re-

.

specting Popery is fictitious, and that the battle with .

Jesuitism has not yet to be fought in this Union. Are

there not at the present hour, probably twelve hundred -

thousand Papists in the United States, with half a mil-
lion more in Canada at the North, and several millions
adjoining on the South West in Mexico? Are not
France and Spain, and Portugal, and Ireland, and
Austria, constantly disgorging the very dregs of Rom-
ish ecclesiastical corruption in the shape of Monks and
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Nurfs vpon our land and in a continuously augment-
ing stream ? Monks and Nuns also of such abandoned
profligaey, that even those pitiable priest-ridden slaves
could no longer tolerate their turpitude, or their existence
among them? The time will speedily arrive when
their morbid influence will be felt by the body politic,
and their iron grasp will convince our citizens that if
they would preserve their rights and enjoy the gospel,
they must *“put on the whole armour of God, and wres-
tle against the rulers of the durkness of this world, and
a gainst spiritual wickedneess in high places.”

Therefore Ministers and Churches! hear the words
of “ the son of God, the Amen, who hath his eyes like
unto a flame of fire.”—*1I have a few things against
you, because you suffer that woman Jezabel, who calleth
herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my ser-
vants to eommit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed
te idols. - Be watchful and strengthen the things which
remain, that are ready to die. Be zealous therefore
and repent! He that hath an ear, let him hear what
* the Spirit saith unto the churches!”
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TO

RICHARD CROMWELL.

TresE papers tender you their service, because the
subject of them so nearlfv concerneth both us and you,
that you should be well acquainted with them. The °
Roman. Canons that batter the unity, catholicism, and
purity of the Church of Christ, are mounted on the
frame which I have here demolished. The swords and
pens, and tongues that you are now engaged against;
and which you must expect henceforth to assault you,
are whetted and managed by the senseless, tyrannous,
ungodly principles which | have here detected. Un-
reasonable as they appear to the unprejudiced, they
bave animated the studies and diligent endeavors
of thousands to captivate the princes and nations of the
earth to the Roman yoke. Vain as they appear to us
that see them naked, they have divided and distracted
the churches of Christ, and troubled and dethroned
princes, and laid them at the feet of the Roman Pope.
They have absolved subjects from their oaths and other
obligations to fidelity; and have involved many na-
tions in blood. O the streams of the blood of saints that
have been shed by Roman principles, in Savoy, France,
Bohemia, Poland, Germany, Ireland, England, and
many other lands! The war I here manage, is against
those adverse principles that have armed thousands and
millious against the innocent, or against their lawful
sovereigns, whom God had bound them to obey. They
have fastened knives in the breasts of the greatest kings,
as the lamentable cases of Henry the Third and Fourth
of France do testify. They liave, in a few dags time,
in Paris, and the adjoining parts of France, perfidiously
butchered nebles, and other persons of eminence; and
people of all sorts, to the number of forty thousand.
The doctrines which I here confound, have invaded
England by a Spanish armada, by the Pope’s consent,
and apon tie account of rel3igion. They have prepared
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knives and poison for our princes, which God did fras-
trate. They have laid gunpowder to blow up king and
parliament, and hellishly execute the fury of the delu-
ded zealots in a moment, and then charged the Puritans
with the fact. In a time of peace, by a sudden insurree-
tion, they murdered so many thousands in Ireland in a
few days or weeks as posterity will scarcely believe.
They are dreadful practicals, and not mere speculations,
that we dispute against. I beseech you, therefore, that

ou receive not this as you would do a scholastic or
philosophical disputation about-such things as seem
not to concern you ; but as you would interest yourself
in a disputation upon the question, whether you should
be murdered as a heretic, and whether we should be
tormented and burnt as heretics, and whether the lives
of all the princes and people upon earth, whom the
Pope judgeth heretics, should be at his mercy. I speak
not this to provoke you to deal bloodily 'with them, as
they do with the servants of the Loord! I abher the
" thought of imitating their cruelty| It is only the ne-
cessary defence of your life and dignity, and the lives
of all the Protestants that are under your protection
and government, and the souls of men, that I desire.
On what terms we stand with those men whose religion
teacheth them to kill us if they can, and to venture theif
lives for it, is easy to understand. When we have no
security from thent for our lives, but their inability to
destroy us, we must disable them or die. I utter not
melancholy dreams nor slanders. I have here showed

it in the plain and copious decrees of the approved"

General Council at Lateran, thacthe deposing of princes,
and absolving their subjects from their fidelity, and
giving their dominions to others, not only for supposed
heresy, but for not exterminating such as deny transub-
stantiation, &c., is an article of their faith; and no man
can disown it without disowning Popery in the essen-
tials. If once they will renounce the decrees of general
councils apﬁrovgd_ by the Pope, we shall be soon agreed.
Costerus, Enchirid. cap. 1, p. 46, saith; Que sane de-
creta si veritatem, si obsignationem Spiritus Sancti, si
presentiam Christi_ spectes, idem habent pondus et mo-
mentum quod Sancta Dei Evangelia ; “ which decrees,
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if you advert to the truth, or the seal of the Holy Spirit,
or the presence of Christ, have the same authority as
the holy gospel of God.” They believe those decrees
to be as true as the gospel. Bozius Hostiensis, and
many more of them make the Pope to be the Lord of
all the world. Bellarmin and the stronger side do
carry it as the common judgment of all Catholic di-
vines ; see what a rabble he heaps up. De Pontif. Rom.
li. 5, c. 1, that the Pope ratione spiritualis, habet saltem
indirecte polestatem quandam, eamque summam in tem-
poralibus ; “by reason of his spiritual office, has the
chief power in temporal affairs!” Which, cap, 6, he
saith, 1s just such over princes as the soul hath over
the body or sensitive appetite; and that thus he may
change kingdoms, and take them from one and give
them to another, as the chief spiritual prince, if it be
but necessary to the safety of souls. Cap.7. Whether
the Pope do take your government to be for the good
of souls, I need nottell you. 1t is the stupendous judg-
ment of God on Christian princes for their sins, that
they have been se far blinded as to endure such a
usurper so long, and have not before this blotted out
his name from among the sons of men. It is not law-
ful ,saith Bellarmin, ib. c. 7, for Christians to tolerate
an infidel, or heretical king, if he endeavor to draw his
subjects to his heresy or unbelief- but to judge whether
a king do draw to heresy or not, belongeth to the Pope, .
to whom the care of religion is committed : therefore it
belongs to the Pope to judge a king to be deposed, or
not deposed. You see here it is not lawful for such
Christians as the Papists to tolerate you; which may
help your judgment in the point of their toleration. Si
Christiani, saith Bellar. ib. olim non deposuerunt Nero-
nem— Valentem Arianum et similes, id fuit quia dee-
rant vires temporales Christianis; *if Christians for-
merly did not depose Nero, Valens the Arian, and
others, it was because they were deficient in temporal
wer!” You have your government, and we our
ives, because the Papists are not strong enough. They
tell you what to trust to. Tollet, one of the best Jesuits,
li. 1. de Instruct. Sacerd. c. 13, saith; They that were
bound by the bond of fidelity or oath, shall be freed
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from such a bond, if he fall into excommunication : and
during that, debtors are absolved from the obligation of
paying to the creditor that debt that is contracted by
words. These are no private, ineffectual opinions.
Pope Pius V. himself, in his bull against Queen Eliza-
bekﬁ? saith; Wewill and command thatthe subjects take
arms against that heretical and excommunicated queen.
But their cruelty to mens’ souls and the Church of
Christ, doth yet much more declare their uncharitable-
ness. Itis a point of their religion to believe that no
man can be saved but the subjetts of their Pope. Knott,
and a late pamphlet called * Questions for Resolution
of unlearned Protestants, &c.,” and Bishop Morton hath
recited the words of Lindanus, Valentia, and- Vasquez.
Apol. lib. 2, c. 1, defining it to be of necessity to salva-
. tion, to be subject to the Roman Bishop. Would not a
man think, that for such horrid doctrines, as damn the
far greatest part of Christians in the world, they should
produce at least some probable arguments? But what
they have to say, I have here faithfully detected. If we
will dispute with them, or turn to them, the scripture
must be no further judge than as their church expound-
eth it. The judgment of the ancient, yea, or present
church, they utterly renounce; for the far greatest part
is known to be against the headship of their Pope; and
therefore they must stand by for heretics. Tradition
itself they dare not stand to, except themselves be judges
of it; for the greatest part of Christians profess that
tradition is against the Roman Vice-Christ. The in-
ternal sense and experience of Christians they gainsay;
concluding all besides themselves to be void of charit
or saving grace; which many thousands of holy souls
do find within them, that never believed in the Pope.
Yea, when we are content'to lay our lives on it, that we
will show them the deceit of Popery, as certainly and
lainly as bread is known to be bread when we see it,
?eel, and taste it, and as wine is known to be wine when
we see and drink ; yet do they refuse eventhe judgment
of sense, of all meng’ senses, even their own and others.
So that we must renounce our honesty, our knowledge
of ‘ourselves, our senses, our reason, the common expe-
rience and senses of all men, and the judgment of the
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far greatest part of the present church, or else by the
judgment of the Papists we must all be damned.

Whether such opinioans as those should by us be un-
contradicted, or by you be suffered to be taught your
subjects, is easy to discern. If they had strength, they
would little trouble us with disputing. Nothing is more
common in their writers than that the sword or fire is
fitter for heretics than disputes. This is but their after-
game. Though their church must rule princes, as the
soul ruleth the bod!, Ket it must be by secular power.
Excommunication doth but give fire; lead and iron do
the execution. When they are themselves disabled, it
is their way to strike us by the hands and swords of
one another. He that saw England, Scotland, and Ire-
land awhile ago in blood, and now sees the lamentable
case of so many Protestant princes and nations destroy-
ing one another, and thinks that Papists have no hand
in contriving, counselling, and instigating, or executing,
is a stranger to their principles and practices.

Observing, therefore, that of all the sects that we are
troubled with, there is none butthe Papist that disputeth
with us with flames and gunpowder, with armies and
pavies at their backs, having so many princes, and so

reat revenues for their provision ; I have judged it my
guty to detect the vanity of their cause.

We earnestly request, that you will, resolvedly,
adhere to the cause of truth and holiness, and afford the
reformed churches abroad the utmost of your help for

* their concord and defence, and never be tempted to own
an interest that crosseth the interest of Christ. How
many thousands are studiously contriving the extirpa-

. tion of the Protestant churches from the earth? How
many princes are confederate against them ? The more
will be required of yog for their aid. The serious en-
deavors of your renowned father, Oliver Cromwell, for
the Protestants of Savoy, hath won him more esteem
than all his victories. :

We bumbly request, that .you will faithfully ad-
here to those that fear the Lordin your dominions. In
your eyes let a vile person be contemned; but honor
them that fear the Lord. Psal. xv. 4. Know not the
wicked; but let your eyes be upon the faithful of the

3=
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land. Psal. ci. 4. 6. Compassionate the weak and
curable. Punish the incurable; restrajn the froward,
but love and cherish the servants of the Iord. They
~ are, under Christ, the honor and the strength of the
commonwealth It was a wise and a_happy king that
professed that his good should extend to the saints on
earth, and the excellent, in whom was his delight. Psal.
xvi. 2, 8. -This strengthening of the vitals is one of the
chief means to keep out Popery and all other danger-
ous diseases.. We see few understanding godly people
receive the Roman infection, but the profane, licen-
tious, ignorant, or malignant that are prepared for it.
We earnestly request your utmost care, that we
may be ruled by godly, faithful magistrates, under you ;
and thdt your wisdom and vigilance may frustrate the
subtilty of masked Papists or Infidels, that would creep
into places of council, command, or justice, or any pub-
lic office. If ever such as those should be our rulers,
we know what we must expect. The reasons of our
jealousies of such men are, because we know that the
design is agreeable to their principles and interests.
We know it is their usual course ; and we find that such
mien swarm among us. We hear their words; we read
their writings, we see their practices for Popery and
Infidelity. The jealousies of many wise men in Eng-
land are very great, concerning the present designs of
this. generation of men; and not.without cause. We
fear the masked Papists and Infidels more than the bare-
faced enemy. The men that we are jealous of, and over .
whom we desire you to be vigilant, are those hiders,
that pur‘posely obscure and cover their religion. He
- that wilfully concealeth his faith, alloweth me to sus-
pect it to be naught. Those men we are jealous of; and
if ever you advance them intosplaces of command or
power, 1t will increase our jealousies. I have no per-
sonal grudge to any of them. But the gospel, and the
‘souls of men, and the hopes of our posterity, are not so
contemptible as to be given away as a bribe to purchase
those men’s good will, or to stop their mouths, lest they
should repronch us. As it is the common, but a poor
redress, that after the massacres of thousands, the sur-
viving -Protestants have still had from the Papists, to
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disclaim the fact, or cast it upon some rash, discontented
men, which will not make dead men alive again. So
will it be a Jyoo_r relief to. us, when those men are our
masters, and have deprived us of all that was dear to
us in the world, that we -escaped their ill language
while the work was doing. B

Papists disown abundance of the abominations which
they propagate; but as plain dealing in religion fs-bet-
- ter than juggling, so, we had rather that open Papists
were tolerated, than those juggling deceivers. They
that know the Jesuits and Friars, profess that they are
more common in princes, councils, and families, and in
the houses, if not the closets of noblemen, commanders,
and persons of public trust or service, than we that live
and mean simply, do imagine. And whd would have
thought that had not known it, that they had so insinu-
ated into the several sects ameng us, and that they were
so industrious in their work, as the Newcastle Scottish
Jew was, to be circumcised or become Jew, ard then
re-baptized, &c., and all to deceive ?

Judge how far their seductions are to be tolerated.
They preach freason against princes and states. as a
principal part of their religion.

Their doctrine corrupteth all morality, what need we
fuller, clearer proof, than the Jansenian-hath given us
in his “ Mystery of Jesuitism?’ Morton hath long ago
produced enough to-tell us what to expect from such
men. Apolog. part L. 1. 2.¢, 13. Tollet, himself, 1. 4.
de Instruct. Sacerd., c. 9, saith; Quantum ad intentio-
nem dilectionis, non tenemur sud precepto Deum plus
omnibus diligere. * As to the intention of delight, we
are not bound by the command to love God, more than
others.” Stapleton, 1. 6. de justif, ¢. 10, and Valent. 1.
de Votis, c. 3, saith; Hoc preceptum diligendi Deum ex
tola mente, doctrinale est, non obligatorium. * The
precept t> love God with all the mind, is merely doctri-
nal, and not obligatory.” See here, a precept, and the
greatest precept, even to love God above all, is not obli-
gatory 7 And p. 322, he reciteth the words of Tollet-
ibid. 1. 4. c. 21, and 22; teaching equivocation upon
oath before a magistrate, and so maintaining perjury.
And p. 327, he citeth the same author, maintaining that
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murder and blasphemy, in a passion, apd not delibe-
rate, is no mortal sin, unless in'one that is used to blas-
pheme. And p. 329, Bellarm. Costerus, and Valentia
maintain, that fornication in a priest, is better, or a
smaller sin than to marry. The like he shows of their
doctrine of theft, false witness, &c, p. 332, 333. &ec.
Above all their other mischiefs, the propagating of
infidelity is the greatest. Under the vizor ofg infidels,
they plead against scripture and Christianity, to loosen
men from all religion, and persuade them that they

must be infidels or Fapisls. Veron and his followers

have given them full directions to manage that design.
And while with debauched consciences they thus per-
suade men to be infidels in jest, they have made abun-
dance such in true sadness; so that there are many
such swarm amoung us, that sometimes seemed pious
ersons, that plead against Christianity itself. The
eading papists seem to be Christians in jest, and infi-
dels in good earnest themselves. .

If you ask who it is that presumeth thus to be your
monitor ? It is one that serveth so great'a master, that
he thinks it no unwarrantable presumption in such a
case to be faithfully plain with the greatest prince. It
is one that stands so near eternity, where Lazarus shall
wear the crown, that unfaithful man-pleasing would
beto him a double crime. It is one that rejoiceth in the
present happiness of England, and earnestly wisheth
that it were but as well ‘with the rest of the world ; and
that honoreth all the providences of God, by which
we have been brought to what we are. He is one that
concurring in the common hopes of greater blessings
yet to these nations under your government, and observ-
ing your acceptance of the frequent addresses that from
all parts of the land are made unto you, was encour-
aged to concur with the rest, in the tender of his service,
That the Lord will make you a healer and preserver of
his churches here at home, and a successful helper to
his churches abroad, is the earnest prayer of

RICHARD BAXTER.



PREFACE.

THE controversies here handled are‘those that still
are making the greatest combustions in the Christian
world; and yet they scem exceeding easy. I seldom
meet with alearned Protestant but taketh Popery forsuch
transparent fallacies, that he is little or no whit troubled
with any doubtings in the business.

We are confident of our own religion, because we
believe the gospel: and we have no other rule and test
of our religion: and we are confident that Popery is a
deceit, because we both believe the gospel and the judg-
ment of the ancient and present churches, and because
we believe our sense itself. As sure as we know bread
from flesh, and wine from blood, by seeing, tasting, &c.,
so sure know we that Popery is false. Andifa contro-
versy is not at an end, when it is brought to the judg-
ment of all the senses of all the sound men in the world, -
it being about the object of sense, then we are past hope
of ending controversies; and therefore, as we will not
waste our time to dispute that snow is black, or the fire
cold, no more will we trouble ourselves with those men
that tell us that bread is not bread, and wine is not wine.

Two things the Papists are still harping on. The first
is, that in our way, we have no assurance that the Chris-
tian religion is true, or that scripture is the word of
God. Their 8econd is, that thread-bare question, Where
was your church before Luther? Where hath it been
successively in each age? And here mere sophistry
carrieth it through the paral world, to the deluding of
the simple, that are not able to see things for names.

The men that ask us where our church and religion
was, either know not, or will not let others know what
our religion is. Show us, say they, a church in all
ages that held all that the Protestants hold, or else they
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were not Pretestants. Forsooth, we must receive from
them a definition of a Protestant, and then we must

rove the succession of such. Know therefore, what
1s the thing whose succession is questioned. A Pro-
testant is a Christian that holdeth to the holy scriptures,
as the sufficient rule of faith and holy living, and pro-
testeth against Popery. The Protestant churches ‘are
societies Frofessiug the Protestant’s religion. The Pro-
testant religion is an improper speech; butthe Protest-
ant’s religion is a phrase that we shall own. For Pro-
testancy 1s not our religion itself, but the rejection of
Popish corruptions of religion or defiling additions.
The Protestant’s-religion is the holy scriptures alone.
The Papist’s religion isall that is deereed by the Pope
and councils. Our religion, contained in the scripture,
hath its essentials and integrals, All the essentials and
as much of the integrals as in the use of means we are
enabled to understand, we believe particularly and ex-
plicitly ; the rest we believe generally and implicitly to
be all true. The essentials of our religion are onl
the baptismal covenant expounded in the creed, Lord’s
Prayer, and Decalogue, as opened by Christ, the sum-
maries of things to be believed, willed, and done; bap-
tism being appointed by Christ himself, for the true and
sufficient symbol of our faith, to put men into the right
and possession of church communion ; and the depart-
ing from this test or symbol, made by Christ himself,
for this use, is the lacerating of the churches. But the
whole scriptures contain more, even the integrals and
accidentals of our religion.

So that, as the Papists will not permit us to take the
writings of Gretser, Bellarmin, or any of their doctors,
or the articles of their divines at Thoren, Ratisbon,
&c., to be articles of their-faith, but only those that are
contained in general councils approved by the Pope;
80 we require that they call nothing the articles of our
faith, but what is contained in the said summaries and
in the holy scriptures, which are the only rule of our en-
tire religion. Do they know our religion better than
we do? ' :

The Christian religion hath been in all ages since
Christ in visible societies. The religion of Protestants
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is the Christian religion. Therefore, the religion of
Protestants hath been in all ages since Christ, in visible
societies,

That religion which is contained in thevholy serip-
ture, as its rule or sufficient revelation, hath been pro-
fessed in all ages in visible churches; but the religion
of Protestants is contained in the holy scriptures as its
rule or sufficient revelation: therefore, the religion of
Protestants hath been professed in all ages in visible
churches. )

‘We name the societies from the places of their resi-
dence. Our church began at Jerusalem, and thence
was dispersed into Asia, Africa, and Europe. It hath
continued in Syria, Ethiopia, Egypt, India, Greece, &c.
If I could name but one nation that had been of my
religion, I should suspect it were not the true religion.
It is the Christian world that is instead of a catalogue
to us. .

O but, say the jugglers, this is a general answer, to
say you are Christians: there are more sorts of Chris-
tians than one. I reply, it is the general or Catholic
religion and church that we are speaking of; and, there-
fore, if it were not such a general answer, it were not
pertinent to the question. There are no sorts of true
Christians but one; that is, there is no essential
difference among them. But may not Christians of
several degrees of knowledge be in the same Catholic
church ? Our question is not, where any sect, or any
patticular church hath had its succession; but where
that Catholic church hath been, of which we are mem-
bers. Andsurely Christ hath but one Catholic church.

O but, say they, would you make men believe that
Ethiopians, Armenians, Greeks, &c., are Protestants ?

Is it the name of Protestants, or their Religion, that
you would have us prove a succession of? Those de-
ceivers cheat abundance of poor souls by this one
device, even supposing that the word Protestant doth
denominate our church from its essential parts, and so
call for a catalogue of Protestants. But I would ask,
whether we or they do better know our religion;
and consequently what a Protestant is? If they
know it at all, it is from our writings or expres-
sions? For they will not pretend without signs to
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know our hearts, and that better than ourselves. A
Protestant is a Christian that protesteth against Popery.
Christianity is our religion. Protesting against Popery
is our rejection of your corruptions of religion. g:en
that never heard of the name of Papist or Protestant,
may be of the same religion with us. If many nations
of t{e world never received Popery, and we reject it; if
they never knew it, and we know it and disown it; are
we not both of one religion, even in the integrals?
One man never heard of the leprosy ; another catcheth
it and is cured of it; and a third flieth from it and pre-
venteth it; all those are truly sound men. When you
call to us for a proof of our succession, either you mean
it of the essentials of our religion and church, or of the
negatiou of your corruptions. Either you mean it of
the points that we are agreed in, or of those we differ in.
_ Christianity we are agreed in; and that is our religion,
and nothing but that. Protestancy is but our wiping
off the dirt, that you have brought upon our religion.
Is he not a man as well as you that will not tumble
with you in the dirt, or go into your Pesthouse? If
we know not our own religion, then we cannot tell it
you; and then you cannot know it: but if we do know
it, believe us when we profess our own belief. We own
no religion but the Christian religion, nor any church
but the Christian church, nor dream of any catholic
church but one, ¢containing all the true christians in the
world, united in Jesus Christ the Head. We protest
before men and Angels that it is the Holy Scriptures
that are the law and rule and test of our religion; and
why are we not to be believed in this our own profes-
sion, as well as you are in yours, when you make the
decrees of Popes and councils to be your law and rule
and tests ? ‘ :

We perform therefore more than you demand. You
ask us where was our church before Luther? and we
answer where ever the Christian religion was, and the
Holy Scriptures were received. But we tell you not
only where our church and religion was, but where
there were men that owned not your grand corruptions,
more than we. What can you demand more of us,
when you call for a succession of Protestants, than that

’
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we tell you of a succession of christians of our religion
who werenot Papists, and against Popery,who therefore
were of our integritg. ‘Who knoweth not that the Abas-
sines, Armenians, Egyptians, Greeks, &c., are against
your Papal sovereignty, infallibility, and all that is by
us renounced as essential to Popery, though not against
every one of your anti-christian errors ?

O, but, say the jugglers, those are not Protestants;
they differ from you in many particulars. Call them
by what name you please, they are anti-papists, or free
from Popery, and then they are of our religion. But
must the world be made to believe that all that we be-
lieve is essential to our religion, and that no man that
differeth from us can be of our religion, be the differ-
ence ever so small?

But, say they, tell us of a church that professes your
articles. Silly deceivers! Do not those very articles
profess that the * holy scripture containeth all things ne-
cessary to salvation, so that whatever is not read there-
in, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of
any man that it should be believed as an article of the
faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation.”
We never took those articles instead of the Scripture,
but the articles and all Protestants profess the Scripture
to be the only entire rule and test of their faith and reli-
gion. The substance of our articles may easily be
proved to have been successively held by the church
from the beginning; but it is not incumbent on us to
prove that every word in the writings of every divine
or church hath been so continued ; no more than you
will own the writings of any divines or provincial sy-
nods of your own, as being the rule of your faith. As
you profess that the decrees of Popes and general
councils approved by him, besides the Scriptures, are
the rule umf test of your religion ; so do we profess that
the Scripture alone, with the law of nature, is the rule
of ours.

But, what! say they, will you be of the same church
with Nestorians, Eutychians, and other heretics? 1
apswer; we will not take all for Nestorians, or Euty-
chians, that a railer ean call such, that never knew
them, nor can prove it. He;etici, indeed, that deny any
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essential part of Christianity, are no Christians, and,
therefore, not of the church that we are of: but if you
will call those heretics that have all the essentials of
Christianity, because they err in less points, we know
that there are such in the Catholic church. We will be
none of them ourselves, if we can escape it; yet, indeed,
we have no hope of escaping all error till we are per-
fect in knowledge; but we will not run out of the family
of God, becanse there are children and sick persons in
it; nor will we forsake the Catholic church because
there are erring persons in it.

O but, saith the Papist, we acknowledge not your
distinction of points essential and not essential; all
points of faith are essential with us, and of necessity to
salvation. That is such impudent and faithless juggling
as may make one blush to think that Christianity hath
such professors. The outside of that assertion damneth
all the world who live to the use of reason. The inside
of their deceitful meaning is almost clean contrary, and
leaveth heathens and infidels in a state of salvation as
well as Christians. It makes no one article of faith
essential to a Christian, or to one that shall be saved;
and turns the church into an invisible thing, clean con-
trary to their own assertions of its visibility. Thus
they wrangle themselves into a wood -of contradictions
and unchristian absurdities..

The outside of their assertion is this; that every
oint that we are bound to believe by a divine faith, is
undamental or essential to Christian faith, or of neces-

sity to salvation: and if then no man breathing can be
saved, for no man knoweth all that he is bound to know,
no man believeth that which he understandeth not. It
is impossible to believe that a proposition is a truth dis-
tinctly and actually, when I understand not what the
proposition is. That we all know but in part, even
what we are obliged to know, no man will deny. All
that God hath revealed in his word, is the matter of our
faith. No man can say, I have no culpable ignorance
of any one truth of God that I should believe. Had we
been more perfect in our diligent studies and prayers,
and use of all means; and had we never sinfully griev-
od the spirit that should illuminate us, to say nothing
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of our original sinful darkness, there is not one of us
but might have known more than we do. If sin of the
will and life be consistent with true faith, then some sin
in the understanding is consistent with faith. But, ac-
cording to the outside of their doctrine, no man that
hath any sinful ignorance, aud consequently, unbelief
in hig understanding, can be saved; that is, no man in
the world. If he that thinks he knoweth any thing,
knoweth nothing as he ought to knew, 1 Cor. viii. 24
what shall be said of those men that think they and all
the church do know all things that they ought to know,
and that their understandings haveno sin? And must
we be of that faith that damneth all men, and of that
church where none are saved?

As the outside of their assertions is made for a bug-
bear to frighten fools, so the inside is this that heathens
and inﬁde%s may be of their church, or saved, and that
nothing of the Christian faith at all is necessary to
salvation. For they tell us that they mean, that all
points are of necessity, where they are sufficiently pro-
posed, and men’s ignorance is not invincible ; but where
there is no sufficient proposal, but men’s ignorance is
invincible, or such as comes not from a wilful neglect
of means, there no ignorance of the articles of faith is
damnable, and so no article absolutely necessary.
Hence, the question indeed is not whether men believe
or not, but whether they are unbelievers or heathens,
or ignorant persons, by a wilful neglect of sufficiently

roposed truth, or not. So that all that part of the
Eeathen or infidel world that have no groposal of the
Gospel, may not only be saved, but be better and safer
than Christians, who certainly are ignorant of some
truth which they ought to know.

But, say they, it will not stand with faith to deny be-
lief to God in any thing sufficiently revealed ; for he
that believeth him in one thing, believeth him in all.

Very true, if they know it to be the word of God.
And if this be all, Protestants believe every thing with-
out exception which they know to be a divine revela-
tion ; ami) no wonder, for 3o doth every man that believes
that there is a God, and that he is no liar. But may it
not stand with faith to be ignorant, and that through
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sinful negleect, of some revesled truth of God, or of the
meaning of his word? If you are so proud as to think
that all the justified are perfect and have no sin, yet at
least consider whether a man that liveth in Heathenism
till fourscore years of age,and then turns Christian, is not
afterward ignorant through hisformer sinful negligence ?
But dare you say that you have no sinful ignorance to
bewail ? Will you confess none, nor beg pardon, nor
be holden to Christ to pardon it? Thusthey make no
point of faith necessary, while they seem to make all
necessary.

By this Protean juggling, they make the church in-
visible. For what man breathing knoweth the secrets
of the souls of others, whether they have resisted . or
not resisted the light ? and whether they are ignorant
of the arficles of faith upon sinful eontempt, or for want
of some due means of faith, or internal capacity, or op-
portunity? We are as sure that all men are ignorant
of something that God hath revealed to be known in
nature and Scripture, as that they are men. But now
whether any one of those men-be free from aggrava- -
tions of his ignorance, and that in every point, upon
which the Papists make him an unbeliever, is unknown
to others. When the faith or infidelity of men, and so
their being in the church or out of it, must not be
known by the matter of faith which they profess, but
by the secret passages of their hearts, their willingness
or unwillingness, resistance or non-resistance, and such
like, the church then is invisible: No man can say
which is it, nor who is of it. He that professeth not
the faith, may be a Catholic ; and he that professeth it,
. for ought they know, may be an infidel, as being sin-
fully ignorant of some one truth that is not in his
express confession, Thus by confusion the builders of
Babel mar their own work.

Bellarm. de Verbo Dei, lib. 4. cap. 11, saith: “In
the Christian doctrine both of faith and manners, some
things are necessary to salvation to all; as the know-
ledge of the articles of the Apostles’ creed, of the Ten
Commandments, and of some sacraments. The rest
are not 30 necessary, that a man cannot be saved with-
eut the explicit knowledge, belief, and profession of
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them.—Those things that are simply necessary and
are profitable to all, the Apostles preached to all.—
All things are written by the Apostles which are neces-
sary to all, and which they openly preached to all.”

osterus Enchirid. c. 1. p. 49. “ We deny not that
those chief heads of the faith which are to all Chris-
tians hecessarg to be known to salvation, are perspic-
uously enough comprehended in the writings of the
Apostlea” )

‘Thus they are forced afier all their cavils, to say as
we, in distinguishing of articles of faith. They can-
not be ignorant, that the church hath still had forms of
profession,’'which were called lrer symbols, as being the
badge of her members; and did not suspend all upon
uncertain conjectures about the frame a.ndp;:mper of the
professor’s minds.

But if indeed it be not the want of necessary articles
of faith thatthey accuse us of, but the want o{ willing-
ness or diligence to know the truth, let them prove
their accusations. Do they think we would not as wil-
lingly know the trath as they ? and that we do not pray
as earnestly for Divine illumination? Do we not read
their books? and are we not willing to eonfer with the
wisest of them that can inform us? When we prove
a succession of our religion, by proving a succession
of such as adhered to the Scriptures, which are the doc-
trines of our religion, an argument that ne Papist under
heaven can confute, they vainly tell us, that all heretics
pretend to Scripture, and therefore that will not prove
the point.

Doth it follow that Scripture is not a sufficient rule of
our religion, because heretics may pretend to it? You
take our articles for our religion, and yet may heretics
that are far from out minds, pretend to them; and
would borrow credit from it to their heresies. The
law of the land is the rule of our justice; and yet law-
yers and their clients that are contrary to each other, do
plead it for their contrary causes. Must we have no rule
or test or discovery of our religion which a heretic can
pretend for his impiety? What words ¢f God or man
are not capable of being misinterpreted 7 If we should
give you every day a confes:ion of faith, some heretics

4

.
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night pretead to hold the same. No wonder then if
they do so by the Scriptures.

éﬂl any learned Papists be so ignorant, as not 4o
know that the authority of Popes and Councils “is fre-
quently pretended for contrary opinions among them,
and by many heretics. Will they therefore grant that
the decrees of Popes and Councils are no sufficient dis-
covery of their faith? If heretics pretending to your
test of faith, disprove not that to be your faith, t!;en
heretics pretending to our rule and test of faith, which
is the Holy Scripture, is no proof that it iz not our rule
of faith. -

Therefore, the proof of a succession of such churches
as have received the Holy Scriptures, is a valid proof
of a succession of churches of our religion, seeing we
have no religion, doctrinally, but the Holy Scriptures:
yet adding that we prove a succession also of churches
that never owned Popery ; even the greatest part of the
Christian world. But let those men themselves but
prove to us a succession of their church, even such as
they require of us, let them prove that from the Apos-
tles’ days, the Catholic church, or any one congrega-
tion of twenty men, did hold all that now their Councils
and Popes have decreed, and are csteemed articles of
their faith, and I am contented to be their bond-slave
forever, or to be used by them as cruelly as their malice
can invent.

In the very principal point of their Papal Sove-
reignty, they Aave nothing but this gross deceit to cheat
the world with. The Roman emperors divers ages
after Christ did give the Bishop of Rome a primacy
in their empire, and hence those men would persuade
us, that even from Christ they have had a sovereignty
over all the Christian world.” Wink but at these four
mistakes ; that Christ’s Institution standsin stead of the
emperor’s: that [divers hundred years after Christ, it
had been in the Apostles’ days! that primacy is sove-
reignty or universal government : and especially grant
them, that the Roman Empire was all the Christian
world; and then they have made good that part of their
cause.

That many nations without the reach of the Roman

.
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Empire had received the Christian faith, is a historical
fact which is past doubt. Those countries were not
under the Roman power ; and none of them were gov-
erned by the Pope. )

If all that part of the Christian world that was out
of the reach of the Roman Empire, did never submit
to the sovereignty of the Pope, then hath he not been
successively, or at any time the actual head of the uni-
versal church. The Emperor's mother of Abassia,
baffled the Jesuits, by asking them, how it came to pass,
if obedience to the Pope be necessary to salvation, that
they never had heard from him till now ?

The Indians, Abassines, Persians, and many more
in the East ; and the Scots, and Irish, and Danes, and
Swedes, und Poles, and Muscovites, and most of Ger-
many in the West and North, were not subjects of the
Pope. ’

II} the rule and test of the faith of Papists never had
a real being, or no succession from the Apostles, then
their faith and church hath either no real being, or no
such succession.

It is either general councils, or Popes, or the church
essential, as they call it, that is, the whole body, that is
the rule of their faith. I it be general councils; they
had no being from the Apostlestill the council of Nice;
therefore the rule of the Papists’ faith was then un-
born. They never had a being in the world: for there
was never any thing like a general council since the
days of the Apostles to this day. The first at Niee
had none, and the following eouncils, as Constantinop.
1. &c. were only out of one piece of the empire.

If it be not general councils, but the Pope that is the
rule of their faith; then, their faith hath been inter-
rupted, and turned to heresy and to infidelity when the
Pope hath so turned. Why then do they tell our
})e.oKl?e, that they take not the Pope for the rule of their

alt -

If it be the major part of the universal church, it
is known that two to one are against them : therefore by
that rule, their faith in the Papal sovereignty is false:
and it would be hard, if 2 man must be of no belief,
till he have brought the world to the polls for it.
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If all the stir that the Papists inake in the world for
the Papal government be but to rob Christian magis-
trates of their power, then are they but a seditious sect.
There are but two sorts of government in the church:
the one is by the word applied unto the conscience,
whieh worketh only on the willing; either by preach-
ing, or by personal application, as in sacraments, ex-
communication and absolution : and this is the work of
the present pastors, and cannot be performed by the
Pope. The other is by command, that shall be seconded
with force; which is proper to the magistrate.
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The thoughts of the divided state of Christians have
brought great and constant sadness to my soul; espe-
cially when 1 remember, that while we are quarrelling,
and plotting, and writing, and fighting against each
other, so many parts of the world remain in the infidel-
ity of Heathenism, Judaism or Mohammedism, where
millions of poor souls do need our help; and if all
our strength were joined together for their illu-
mination and salvation, it would be too little. Oh
horrible shame to the face of Christendom, that the na
tions are quietly serving the devil, and yet that instead
of combining to resist him, and vindicate the cause and
people of the Lord, we are greedily sucking the blood
of one another, and tearing in pieces the body of Christ
with furious hands, and destroying ourselves to save
the enemy a labor; and spending that wit, that treas-
ure, that labor and that blood, to dash ourselves in pieces
on one another, which might be nobly, and honestly,
and happily spent in the cause of God.

These thoughts provoked me to consider, how the
wounds of the church might yet be healed: and I have
made it long a principal part of mr daily prayers, that
God would give heall)?ng principles and dispesitions
unto men. But the more I studied how it might be
done, the more difficult, if not impossible it appeared,
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because of the Roman tyranny; the Vice-Christ or
pretended Head of the church, being with them become
an essential part of it, and the subjection to him essen-
tial to our Christianity itself. So that saith Bellarmin
de Eccles. . 3. ¢c. 5. No man, though he would, can
be a subject of Christ, that is nat subject to the Pope ;
and this with abundance of intolerable corruptions the
have fixed by the fancy of their own infallibility, and
built upon this foundation a worldly kingdom, and the
temporal riches and dignity of a numerous clergy,
twisting some princes also into their interest, so that they
cannot possibly yield to us in the very principal paints
of difference, unlessthey will deny the very essence of
their new society, pluck up the foundations which they
have so industriously laid, and leave men to a susp:-
cion that they are fallible hereafter, if they shall con-
fess themselves mistaken in any thing now ; and unless
they will be so admirably self denying, as to let go the
temporal advantages in which so many thousands of
them are interested. Whether so much light may be
hoped for, or so much love to God, and self denial in
miﬁious of men so void of self denial, it is easy to con-
jecture: and we cannot in these greatest matters come
over to them, unless we will flatly betray our souls,
and depart from the unity of the Catholic church. If
we should thus east away the truth and favor of God,
and sin against our knowledge and conscience, and so
grove men of no faith or religion, under pretence of
esiring a unity in faith and yeligion, yetall would not
do the thing intended, but we should certainly miss of
those very ends which we seek, when we had sold the
truth and our souls to obtain them. For there is no-
thing more certain, than that the Christian world will
never anite with the Roman Vice-Christ, nor agree with
them in their corruptions, against plain Scripture, tra-
dition, consent of the ancient church, and the reason
and tommon sense of mankind. Never did the uni-
versal church, or one half of it center in-the Roman
sovereignty : and why should they hope for that which
never yet was_done? When they had their primacy -
of place, it made the Pope no more a sovereign and a
Vice-Christ, than the King of France is sovereign td
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the Duke of Saxony or Bavaria; or than the senior
justice on the bench is the sovereign of the rest: and
yet even this much he never had but from the Roman
Empire. What claim did he ever lay in his first usur-
pations to any church without those bounds? It was
the empire. that raised him, and the empire limited his
own usurpations. Reinerius, Cont. Waldens. Catal. in
Biblioth. Patr. to 4. p. 773; saith: “the churches of the
Armenians, and- Ethiopians, and Indians, and the rest
which the Apostles converted, are not under the church
of Rome.” In Gregory’s ddys, they found the churches
of Britain and Ireland both-strangers and adversaries to
their sovereignty ; insomuch that they could not procure
them to receive their government, nor charige the time
of Easter for them, nor to have communion with them.
In the year 614, Laurentius wrote a letter, with Mellitus
and Justus, to the Bishops and Abbots in Scotland.
* Wehappened to enter this isltand, called Britain, before
we knew them ; and believing that they walked after
the manner of the universal church, we reverenced both
the Britains and the Scots in great reverence of their
sanctity. - When we knew the Britains, we thought the
Scots were better. But we have learnt by Daganus
and by Columbanus the Abbot, that the Scots do nothing
differ from the Britains in their conversation. For
Daganus coming to us, refused not only to eat with us,
but even to eat in the same house wlere we did eat.”
Usher. Epist. llibern. ]

The work that here I have undertaken, is this—to
give you a few invincible arguments, which the weak-
est may be able to use, to overthrow the principal
grounds of the Papists ; and to detect their frauds, with
sufficient directions for the confutation of all the Pa-
pists in the world. ’

Before 1 mention the grounds or cause that you must
maintain, I must premise this advice.

Understand what the religion is that you must hold
and maintain. It is the aneient Christian religion.
Do not put every truth among the essentials of your
religion. Our religion doth not stand or fall with every
controversy'that is raised about it. That which was
the true religion in the Apostles’ days is ours now:
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that which all were baptized into the profession of, and
the churches openly held forth as their belief. Re-
formation brings us not a new religion, but clednseth
the old from the dross of Popery, which by inno-
vation they had brought in. A man that cannot con-
fute a Papist, may yet be a Christian, and so hold fast
the true religion. It followeth not that our religion-is
unsafe, if some point in controversy between them and
us be questionable or hard The Papists would fain
bring you to believe that our religion must lie upon
some of those controversies. [Perhaps you will say,
that then it is not about religion that we differ from
them. I answer, yes; it is about the essentials of their
religion, and for the preserving of- the integrity of
ours against the consequences and additions of theirs.
They bave made them a new religion, which we call
Popery, and joined this to the old religion, which we
call Christianity. Now we stick to the old religion
alone ; and therefore there is more essential to their reli-
gion, than there is to ours; so that our own religion, even
the ancient Christianity,is out of controversy between us.
The Papists do confess that the creed, the Lord’s prayer,
the Ten Commandments are true, and that all the
Scripture being the word of God, is certainly true: so
that our religion is granted us as past dispute. -There-
fore it is only the Papists’ religion that is in question

between us, and not ours. If you will make those’

lower truths to be of the essence of your religion which
are not, you will give the Papists the advantage which
they desire.

If the Papists call fdr a rule, or test of your religion,
and ask you where thay may find it, assign them the
Holy Scriptures, and not any confessions of churches,
further than as they agreee with that. We know of
no divine rules and {uws of faith and life, but the Holy
Scripture. The confessions of churches are but part of
the Holy Scripture, or collections out of them, contain-
ing the points of greatest weight. And if in phrase or
order, much more in matter, there be any thing human,
we make it not our rule, noer are we bound to make it
good, no morfe than the writings of godly men. A
point is not therefore with us an article of faith, because
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our ¢hurehes or a synod pat it into a confession, but
because it is the word of God. For a council’s-deter-
minations do with us differ but gradually from the
judgment of a single man, in this respect. And there-
fore we give them the Scriptures only as the full doc-
trine of our faith, and the perfect law of God. Those
points in it, which life or death is ]aid upon, and God
hath told us, we cannot be saved without, we take
them as the essentials of our religion, and the rest as
the integrals only. The essentials are the Baptismal
Covenant, explained in the Creed, Lord’'s Prayer and
Decalogue.

Understand well what is the catholic church, that
when the Papists ask you what church you are of, or
call to yeu to prove its antiquity or truth, you may give
them a sound and catholic answer. The catholic
church is the whole number of true Christians upon
earth; for we meddle not with that part which is in
Heaven. It is not tied to Protestants only, nor to the
Greeks only, much less to the Romanists only, or to
any other party whatsoever ; but it comprehendeth all
the members of Christ; and as visible, it containeth all
that profess the Christian Religion by a credible pro-
fession. If the Christian Religion may be known, then
a man may know that he is a Christian, and conse-
quently a member of the catholic church. But if the
Christian Religion cannot be known, then no man can
know which is the church or which is a Christian. All
Christians united to Christ the head are this catholic
church.

I shall now give you some easy arguments, by which
even the weakest may prove that Popery is but * all
deceivableness of unrighteousness.”—2 Thess .2 .9, 10.

I. If there be any godly honest men on earth be-
sides Papists, then Popery is false and not of God.
But there be godly honest men on earth besides Papists
—therefore Popery is false, and not of God.

It is an article of Popish faith, that there are no god-
ly honest men on earth besides Papists: therefore if
there be any such, Popery is false. By godly honest
men, I mean such as have true love to God, and soare
in a state of salyation. Their very definition of the

5.
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church doth make the Pope the head, and confine the
membership only to his subjects, making the Roman
Catholic Churc{; as they call it the whole. But lest
any ignorant Papist say, I may be a Roman Catholic
without believing that all others are ungodly, and
shall be damned, I give it you in the determination of
a Pope and general council. Leo. X. Abrog. Pragm.
sanct. Bull. in the seventeenth general council at the
Lateran, saith, seeing it is of necessity to salvation,
that all the faithful of Christ be subject to the Pope of
Rome, as we are taught by the testimony of Divine
Scripture, and of the Holy Fathers, and it is declared
in the constitution of Pope Boniface VIII. Pope Pius
II. was converted from being &neas Sylvius by this
doctrine of a cardinal, approved by him at large, Bull.
Retract. inBinius, vol. 4, p. 514. I came to the foun-
twin of truth, which the. haly doctors both Greek and
Latin shew ; who with one voice say, that he cannot be
saved that holdeth not the unity of the holy church of
Rome; and that all those virtues are maimed to him
that refuseth to obey the Pope of Rome; though he lie
in sackcloth and ashes, and fast and pray both day and
night, and seem in all other things o fulfil the law of
God. So that if a Pope and general council be false,
then Popery is false. For their infallibility is the
ground of their faith, and they take it on their unerring
authority. But if the Pope and a general council be
believed, then no man but a subject of the Pope can be
saved: though he fast and pray in sackcloth and ashes
day and night, and fulfil the law of God. It is certain
therefore that if any Roman Catholic do not believe
that all the world shall be damned save themselves, they
are indeed no Roman Catholics, but are heretics; for
they deny a principal article of their faith ; the infalli-
bility of the Pope with a general council, which is
your very foundation. o
Therefore even in the great and charitable work of
reducing the Abassines, the Jesuit Gonzalus Roderi-
cus in his speech to the emperor’s mother laid so great
a stress on this point, that when she professed her sub-
jection to Christ, he told her, that None are subject to
Christ, that are not subject to his Vicar. Godignus
de reb. Abassin. Lib. 2. c. 18. Roderic. liter. p. 323.
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Bellarmin saith, de Eccl. 1. 8.¢c. 5. No man though
he would can be subject to Christ that is not subject to
the Pope ; that is he cannot be a Christian. Therefore
Cardinal Richlieu told the Protestants that they were
not to be called Christians. Abundance more of them
assert that Protestants cannot be saved. I now prove
that your Pope, and council, and faith are false, and
that others beside you may be in a state of charity and
salvation. For you confess yourselves, that he that is
in a state of charity, is in a state of salvation.

If a man may know his own heart, then there are
others besides Papists that are in charity, and are god-
ly men : and so in a state of salvation.

The consequence is plain by inward experience to
every godly honest man that knoweth himself IfI
can know my own heart, I must needs say, I love God,
and am not void of sincere godliness and honesty.
And that I may know my own heart I can tell also by
experience: for to know myown knowledge and will
is an ordinary certain thing, if not by intuition itself.
And if a man cannot know whether he believe and love
God or not, then no man can give thanks for it, nor
make profession of it: for men cannot converse togeth-
er, if they cannot know their own minds. Bellarmin
confesseth that we may have a moral conjectural cer-
tainty that we have true love and are justified. Then
1 have a moral conjectural certainty at least, that Po-
pery is false; because I have at least such a certainty
that I am not ungodly or unjustified. So that what -
measure of knowledge or persuasion any Protestant
hath that he is truly honest and justified, that measure
of knowledge must he needs have, if he understands
himself, that Popery is a deceit. ) .

So that hence you may gather these four conclusions;
That all that have any knowledge or persuasion that
they are not ungodly, unjustified persons themselves,
and void of the true love of God ; are quite out of dan-
ger from turning Papists, if they understand but what
Popery is; and if they do not, they cannot turnto
it, but in part. : .

That never any honest. godly man did turn Papist;
and this the Papists themselves will justify. "For they
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say, by a Pope and general council, that no man can
be saved but a Papist : and they generally hold, that all
that have charity and are justified, shall be saved if
‘they so die. So that if Popery be true, then no man
had charity or true godliness before he was a Papist:
and therefore never did one godly man or woman turn
Papist. And therefore let them take the honor of their
wicked seduced ones. What glory is it to them that
none ever turned to them but ungodly people?

It followeth that the Papists do not so muck as desire
or invite any godly man to turn to them. If you under-
stand their mea‘ning, they call you not to turn to them,
if you are not ungodly persons. L -

Hence, every one that turneth Papist, doth thereby
confess that he wasa wicked man before, and that he
had not the least true love to God ; that he was not jus-
tified, but a graceless wretch.

All you that do but know or hope that you have
any saving grace, have an argument here against
Popery, which all the Jesuits in the world cannot
confute. For you know your own hearts better than
they : and they have no way to turn you to them, but
by persuading you that you are not what you are, and
that you know not what you know. So that plain-
ly this is your argument; I know, or I have good
persuasion that I am no! utlerly void of charily or sa-
ving grace; therefore I know, or have the same per-
suasion. that Popery is false, whick determineth that
none have charity or saving grace but Papists.

A mapn may have a very strong conjecture that
many others that are no Papists have saving grace:
though he had no persuasion that he hath such grace
himself: consequently he must have as strong a con-
jecture that Popery is false. 'What abundance of holy,
heavenly persons have we known of all ranks among
us! Such as have lived in daily breathings after God,
spending no small part of their lives upon their knees,
and in the serigus and reverent attendance upon Ged
in holy worship, meditating day and night upon his
law; hatin uﬁ known sin, and delighting in holi-
ness, and 'f'onging for perfection ; and living in con-
“stant temperance and chastity, abhorring the very ap-
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pearance of evil, and making conscienée of an idle
word ot thought, devoting their lives and labors, and
all they have to God, giving all their estates to pious
and charitable uses, except what is necessary for their
daily bread, even mean clothing and food; taming their
bodies, and bringing them into subjection, and deny-
ing themselves, and mortifying the flesh, and contem-
ning all the honors or riches of the world, resolving
to suffer death itself, as many of their brethren have
done from the Papists, rather t{au sin wilfully against
God and their consciences: in.a word living to God
and longing to be with him, and manifesting those long-
ings to the very death; grieving more at any time, if
they have but lost the sense and persuasion of the love
of God, than ifthey had lostallthe world; and would give
a thousand worlds; if they had tliem, for more of the love
of God in their sou]s, and fuller-assurance of his love
and commumion with him. As far as words, and
groans, and tears, and the very drift of a man’s life,
and the expending of all that he hath, can help us to
know another man’s heart, so far do we know all this
by others, that have lived among us. Aad may we
not conjecture, and be strongly persuaded that these,
or some of these, or some one of these, was a holy,
justified person?

If ever you are tempted to be a Papist, look on one
side on the lives of holy men, such as Bradford, Glo-
ver, Sanders,” Hooper, and the rest that laid down their
lives in the flames in testimony against Popery; be-
sides all the thousands that in other nations have died
by the Papists’ hands, because they durst not sin against
God; amr besides all the learned holy divines of other
nations, and the millions of godly Protestants there;
as also look upon all the godly that are now living,
men or women, that live in most earnest seeking after
God and serving him; look on those about you, inquire
of others; read the writings of holy divines: and then
remember, you cannot turn Papist till you have con-
cluded that all those are damned, and are utterly void
of saving grace and love of God. If there be but one
Protestant that you know, or any one of all that have
been, that you take to be in : saving state, you cannet

: ] 5
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ibly turn Papist, if you know what you do. For-
it is essential to Popery to contradict all this.

Is this an easy task to one that hath the heart of a
man in his breast? If you are not true Christians your-
selves, dare you conclude that not one of those are true
Christians? If you confess that you love not God
yourselves, dare you say that among the far greater
part of the Christians of the world, there is not one
man or woman that loves God? This you must say,
if you will be a Papist.

any wha are not Papists are good Christians, and
consequently Papery is a deceit, and that is the festi-
mony of many of their own writers. I will net call
for their testimony concerning ourselves, but cencern-
ing other churches whom they condemn as heretics,
that are not subjects of the Pope of Rome. I will con-
tent myself with one of many that might be cited.

Buschardus, that lived in the Holy Land, saith of them
as followeth, p. 325, 326—And for ihose that we judge
to -be damned heretics, as the Nestorians, Jacobites,
Maronites, Georgians, and the like, I Sfound them to be,
for the most part good and simple men, and living sin-
cerely toward God and men = :

Of the Roman Catholics he saith, p. 323.— There
are in the Land of Promise men of every nation under
Heaven, and every nation ¥ve after their own rites:
and, to speak the very truth, to our own great confu-
" siom, there are none found in it, that afe worse, and
more corrupt in manners than Papists. :

He also tells us, p. 324, that the Syrians, Greeks, Ar-
menians, Georgians, Nestorians, Nubians, Jubeans.
Chaldzans, Maronites, Ethiopians, Egyptians, and
many other nations, theie inhabit; and that some are
not subject to the Pope ; and others called Heretics, as
the Nestorians, Jacobites, &c. but there are many in those
sects that are very: sincere, know nothing of heresies :
devoted to Christ: so that they far excel the religious
of Rome. So you hear an adversary’s testimony.

* Well then, when a Papist can 'prove to me, that I
love not God, contrary to my own experience of myself:
and when he can make me believe that no one of all
the holy heavenly Christians of my acquaintance, min-
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“isters, ot people, are in a state of charity or justification :
and that no one Christian on es3th shall be saved but a
Papist, then I will turn Papist But I must selemnly

rofess that this belief is so difficult to me, and abhorred

y my reason, and my whole heart, and so contrary to
my own knowledge, and to abundant evidence, and to
ulYChristiaﬁ charity, that I think I shall as soon be

ersuaded to believe that I am not a man, and that }
gave not the use of sense or reason, or that snow is
black, and the crow white, as to believe this essential
point of Popery. I should a hundred times easier be
brought to doubt whether I have the love of God my-
self, than to conclude all the Christians in the world
to be the heirs of damnation.

II. That doctrine is mot true mor of God, which
teacketh men 1o renounce all christian love and works
of Christian love, towards most of the Christians upon
earth : bui so doth the doctrine of Popery; therefore
it is not of God.

If their error were merely speculative, it were the
less; but here we see the fruits of it, and whither it
tends. By this shall all men know that ye are my dis-
ciples, if ye love one another—John 13: 35.

This special love is the commandment of Christ, the.
new commandment; without this, no man can bea
lover of God, nor be loved of him as a member of
Christ. 1 John 3: 11, 12,14,23; 4: 7, 8, 11, 12, 20,
21. 2 Jokhn 5. Jokn 13:34; i5: 12,17. 1 Pet. 1.
22. He that loveth not a Christian as a Christian,
with a special love, is none of the sons of God. Papists
teach.men to deny this special Christian love to most
Christians in the world. They that teach men to take
most true Christians in the world for no true Christians,
but for heretics or ungodly persons that shall be damned,
do teach them to deny the special love and works of
love to most true Christians: but thus do the Papists.
How can a man love him as a Christian or a godly
man, whom he must take to be no Christian, or an un-
godly man? It is true they may yet love them as
creatures, and so they must the devils; and they may
Jove them as men, and so they must the Turks and
Heathens: but no man can love him as a member of



56 JESVIT

Christ, whorh he believes to be no member of Christ,
but of the devil. All Papists are bound to this unchar-
itableness by their religion, even by the Pope and gen-
eral councils. Christ bindeth his servants to love one
another with a special love; so the Pope and council
bind the Papists not to lave the most true Christians
with a special Christian love. They cannot do’it with-
out being heretics themselves, or overthrowing the
foundation of Popery. :
Here you have a taste of the Popish charity, when
they boast above all things of their charity. Itis their
horrible inhuman uncharitableness that seems to me
their most enormous crime. Also you may see here
the extent of their good works, which they so much
glory in. He that is bound not to love me as a Chris-
tian, is bound to do nothing for me as a Christian. So
that they will not give a cup of cold water to a disciple
in the name of a disciple, unless he be also a disciple of
-‘the Pope: nor can they love or relieve Christ in his
servants, when they are bound to take them as none of
his servants: and so the special love and charity of a
Papist extendeth to nene but those of their own sect.
Let them take heed lest they hear, inasmuch as you did
it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.
III. That dectrine which icacheth men to destroy
or undo them whom Christ hath bound them to love
as Christians, and absolveth subjeets. from their alle-
giance to their princes, and requireth the deposing of
them, and committing the government of their domin-
tons to others, because they are judged to bc heretics by
the Pope; or if they will not destrcy and extripate
such as he calleth Heretics ; that docirine is not God.
But such is the doctrine of Popery. . - ]
A paper entitled An explanation of the Roman
Catholic’s beliﬁ/‘} and others like it seem to renounce
the opinion of breaking faith with heretics, and of
promise breaking with magistrates, It seems they
think they owe no more obedience to their magistrates
than they promise. But I refer the reader to what King
James an(rhis defenders have said on this point, and
now give you the words of their own approved general
council the fourth at the Lateran under Innocent III.,
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as Binius and others record it. In the first chapter
they set down their Catholic Faith, two articles of
which are; That no man can be saved out of their
universal church: That the bread and wine in the sa-
crament of the altar are transubstantiated into the body
and blood of Christ, the appearances remaining. In
the third chapter they say, “VWe excommunicate and
anathematize every heresy extolling itself against this
holy orthodox Catholic faith, which we have before
exponed, condemning all heretics by what names soev-
er they may be called—Aund being condemned, let
them be left to the present secular powers, or their
bailiffs to be punished, the clergy being first degraded
of their orders; and let the goods of such condemned
ones be confiscate, if they be laymen, but if they be
clergymen let them be given to the churches whence
they had their stipends. And those that are found no-
tabKa only by suspicion, if they do not by congruous pur-
gation demonstrate their innocency, according to the
considerations of the suspicion and the quality of the
person, let them be smitten with this word of Anathema,
and avoided by all men, till they have given sufficient
“satisfaction; and if they remain a year excommunicate,
let them then be condemned as heretics. And let the se-
cular powers, in what office soever, be admonished and
persuaded, and if it be necessary, commpelled by ec-
clesiastical censure, that as they would be reputed and
accounted believers, so for the Xefence of the faith, they
take an oath publicly, that they will study in good ear-
nest according to their power, to exterminate all that
are by the church denoted heretics, from the countries
subject ta their jurisdiction. So that when any one
shall be taken inta Spiritural or temporal power, he
shall by his oath make good this chapter. But if the
temporal lord, being required and admonished of the
church, shall neglect to purge his country of heretical
defilement, let him by the metropolitan and other com-
provincial bishops be tied by the bond of excommuni-
cation. And if he refuse to satisfy within a year, let it
besignified to the Pope, that he may from thenceforth de-
nounce his vassals absolved from their fidelity, and
may expose his country to be seized by Catholics, wha
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rooting out the heretics, may possess it without con-
tradiction, and may keep it in the purity of faith; saving
the right of the principal lord, so be it that he him- -
self do make no hindrance hereabout, and opposs an
impediment: and the same law is to be observed wit
them that are not principal lords. And the Catholics
that taking the sign of the Cross shall set themselves
to the rooting out the heretics, shall enjoy the same
indulgences and holy privileges which were granted
to thoze that go to the relief of the holy land. More-
over we decree, that the believers, receivers and de-
fenders, and favorers of heretics, shall be excommuni-
cate; firmly decrceing, that after any such is noted by
excommunication, if he refuse to satisfy within a year:
he shall from thenceforth be ipso jure infamous, and
may not be admitted to public offices or councils, or
to the choice of such, nor to bear witness. And he
shall be intestate and not have power to make a will,
nor may come to a succession of inheritance. And no
man shall be forced to answer him in any cause; but
he shall be forced to answer others. And if he be
a judge, his sentence shall be invalid, and no causes
shall be brought to his hearing. If he be an advocate,
his plea shall not be admitted. If a notary or regis-
ter, the instruments made by him shall be utterly void,
and damned with the damned author. And so-in
other the like cases, we command that it be observed.”
Thus they go on further commanding bishops by
themselves, or their urch-deacons, or other fit persons,
once or twice a year to search every parish where
any heretic is found to dwell, and put all the neighbor-
hood to their oaths, whether they know of any here-
tics there, or any private meetings, or any that in life
and manners do differ from the common conversation
of the faithful, &c. And the bishops that neglect those
things are to be cast out, and others put in their places
that will do them. : . :

Pope Gregory 7. 1. 4. Epist. 7., expressly stirs up
the people to cast of their princes, saying; “For the
conspiracy of heretics and the king, we believe it is
not unknown to you that are near them, how it inay .
be impugned by the Catholic bishops and dukes, and
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many others in the German parts: for the faithful of
the Church of Rome are eome to such a number, that
unless the king shall come to satisfaction, they may
openly profess to choose another king, and observing
justice we have promised to favor them, and will keep
our promise firm, &c.” -

The -sum of all is, that all that the Pope calls
heretics, must be condemned and destroyed, and all
kings, princes or lords, that will not execute his
sentence and root them ont, must be dispossessed of
their dominions, and the subjeets absolved from their
fidelity, whatever oaths they had taken, and all others
that do but favor or receive them be utterly undone.

I fetch these things out of the very words of a general
council confirmed by the Pope, and unquestionably ap-
proved by them. Many ages saw this doctrine put in
execution, when the emperors of Germany were de-
posed by the Pope, and the subjects absolved from
their allegiance.

Perhaps some will say, that this decree was not de
fide, but a temporary precept. When a precept requi-
reth duty, it may be a point of faith to believe it. Pre-
ceptsare the objects of faith, at least as they are assertions
that the thing commanded is our duty. It isan article
of faith, that God is to be loved and obeyed, and
our superiors to be honored, and our neighbor to be
loved, and charity to be exercised, &c. The creation,
the incarnation of Christ, his death, resurrection, ascen-
sion, glorification, intercession, his future judgment,
the resurrection of the body, &c., are all matters of fact,
and yet matters of faith too. If practicals be not ar-
ticles of faith, then we have no articles of faith at
all: for all our theology and religion is practical. Do
Papists murder po>r Christians by thousands, and

et not fide divina believe that it is their duty soto do ?
%ither it is a duty, or a sin, or indifferent. If @ sin,
woe to their Popes and councils; and if this be no sin
with them, I know not why the world should be
troubled by them with the.name of sin. If it be in-
different, what then shall be called sin? 1If they can
swallow such camels as the blood of many thousand
Christians, what need they strain at gnats, and stick
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at private murders, or fornication, or lying, or slai-
dering; any more than the Jesuit casuists do? But
if those murders and deposing kings be indeed a duty,
how can they know it to be so, but by believing ? In-
deed if a general council and the Pope are to be believ-
ed, who give it us with a Decernimus et firmiter stat-
uimus, then'it i8 doubtless a point of faith: and if they
are not to be believed, then Popery is but a mere de-
ceit.

But may we not be Roman Catholics though we
join not with them in this point? Have not many
such renounced it ? and so may we. If you renounce
the decrees of a Pope and general council, you re-
nounce your religion in the very foundation of it,
and cannot be Papists; but are in the Roman ac-
count as errant heretics as those that they have tor-
tured and burn to ashes: thoagh here, where they
cannot handle you as they would do, they dare not tell
you so. If you may renounce the decrees of a Pope
and general council, when they say; it is a duty, or
lawful to exterminate all heretics, that believe not tran-
substantiation, and to seize upon the lands of princes
that will not do it, and to deliver them to others that
will, and absolve their vassals from their fidelity; if
you may renounce them in this, why may not we re-
nounce them in other things as groundless? _

IV. The true catholic church is holy : the Church
of Rome hath for many generations been wunholy :
therefore the Churchk of Rome was mot in any of
those generations the true catholic church.

The major proposition is an article of the ‘creed pro-
fessed by themselves, as much as by us; I believe the
holy catholic church. :

The unholiness of the Church of Rome, I prove
undeniably, thus: if an essential part of the Church of
Rome, even its head, hath been unholy through many
generations, then the Church of Rome hath been un-

holy, for many generations: but an essential part, even

the head, hath been unholy. )

Though it will not follow that the Church is holy,
because one -essential part is holy, yet-it clearly follow-
eth that the Church is unholy, because an essential
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part is unholy. As it followeth not ‘thdt the body is
sound, because the head is sound ; .yet it followeth, that
the man, or the body is unsound or sick, because the
head is unsound or sick. As it is not'a church with-
out al! its essential parts, so it is not a holy church
without the holiness of all"its essential parts.

They make the Pope the head of the Catholie
Church, and an essential part; which is the principdl
controversy between them and the true catholics.

Abundance of their Popes have been unholy, and
they dare not deny it. Their own historians describe
their impieties, and theit own writers, even those that
are bitterest against us, do freely confess it: and gen-
eral councils have judged them and cast them out.
The number of those monsters is so great, that it
would make a volume but to name them, and recite
their crimes.

Pope John XXIII. was accused and deposed by
the general council at Constance, upon seventy articles.
The Erst article was, that he was from his youth, a man
of a bad disposition, immodest, impudent, a liar, a rebel,
and disobedient to his parents, and given to most vices;
and then was, and yet is, commonly taken for such a one
by all that knew him. The second article was, how by
simoniacal and unjust means he grewrich. The third
Article, that by simony he was promoted to be a car-
dinal. The fourtharticle, that bein% legate at Bonnonia
he governed tyranically, impiously, unjustly, being
whtﬁly alien from all Christian justice, divine and hu-
man, &c. The fith article, that thus he got to be
Pope, and yet continued as bad, and as a Pagan des-
pised the worship of God ; if he performed any, it was
more lest he should be totally blamed of heresy and
cast out of the Papacy, than for any devotion. The
sixth article was, that he was the oppressor of the poor,
the persecutor of righteousness, the pillar of the unjust
and the simoniacal, a server of the flesh, the dregs of
wices, a stranger to virtue, flying from public consisto-
ries, wholly given to sleep and carnal desires, altogether
contrary to the life and manners of Christ, the mirror
of infamy, and the profound inventor of all mischiefs;
8o far scandalizing the Chgrch of Christ, that among
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Christian believers that knew his life and manners,
he was commonly called the devil incatnate. The sev-
enth article was, that being a vessel of all sins, repel-
ling the worthy, he simoniacally sold benefices, bish-
oprics and church-dignities openly, to the unworthy
that would give most for them.

Threescore more of those articles were all proved to
be notorious, by cardinals, arch-bishops, prelates, and
many more. Y add a few of the last. . That he came
to be Pope by causing Pope Alexander and his phy-
sician Daniel de Sophia to be poisoned, That he com-
mitted incest with his brother's wife, and with nuns,
and whoredom with virgins, adultery with men’s wives,
and other crimes of incontinency, for which the wrath
of God cometh on the children of disobedience. That
he was notoriously guilty of murder, and other grievous
crimes, a dissipator of the Church goods, a notorious
simonist, and a pertinacious heretic. That often, he ob-
stinately asserted, dogmatized, and maintained, that
thereis no life everlasting, nor any other afterthis; more-
over,he said and obstinately believed that the soul of man
doth die and is extinct with the bady like the brute
beasts, and that the dead shall not rise again at the
last day, contrary to the article of the resurrection.
Thereupon the council deposed him. .

Now judge, whether the Roman Church had a holy
head, when it had a heathen and a devil incarnate ?

The general council at Basil deposed Pope Eugenius
IV. as being a rebel against the holy canons, a notori-
ous disturber and scandalizer of the peace and unity of
the Church, a simonist and a perjured wretch, incor-

- rigible, a schismatic, and an obstinate heretic.

Pope Jokn XIIIL. alias XII. was in council convicted
of ravishing maids, wives, and widows at the Apostolic
doors: and committing many murders. He drunk a
health to the devil, and at dice called to Jupiter and
Venus for help, and at last was slain in the act of adul-
tery. Platina saith, he was from his youth a man con-
taminated with all dishonesty and filthiness, and if he
had any time to spare from his lusts, he spent it in
hunting, and not in praying; a most wicked man or
rather a monster. 'l’im ife of that most wicked man
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being judged in a council of Italian bishops; for fear
of them he fled and lived like a wild beast in the woods.
At last he got the better again by the help of his friends
at Rome, till an angry man found him with his wife,
and sent him to answer it in another world. Their
own writers note ‘that this was the first Pope that
changed his name, whom his followers imitated. Do
o;n think the head of the Roman Church was then
oly % :

Nyiany others of them have been most wicked wretches,
common adulterers, fornicators, and sodomites, who
poisoned their predecessors to get the Popedom. Bar-
onius their flattering champion saith, Annal. ad an.
912. “What then was the face of the holy Roman
Church? Llow exceedingly filthy, when the most
potent, and Yet the most sordig whores did rule at Home?
by whose J} easure sees were changed, prelates were
given, and which is a thing horrid to be heard, and not
to’be spoken, their lovers or mates, were thrust into
. Peter’s chair, being false Popes, who are not to be writ-
ten in the catalogue of the Roman Popes, but only for
the marking out of such times. And what kind of
eardinals, priests, and deacons think you we must im-
agine that those monsters did choose, when nothing is
so rooted in nature as for every one to beget his like 7"’

Genebrard, that spleenish Papist, Lib. iv. Sec. x.
saith, *in this one thing that age was unhappy, that for
near one hundred and fifty years about fifty Popes did
wholly fall away from the virtue of their ancestors,
being rather irregular and apostatical, thana lical.”
So that the Church of Rome had not then either a holy
or apostolical head.

Pope Adrian VI. writeth, De Sacram. Confir. Art.
4, that there have many Popes of Rome been here-
tics. Two or three several general councils condemned
Pope Honorius for a heretic.

If I should tell you what their own Wwriters say of
the wickedness of the Roman clergy, in many ages;
and of the wickedness of the Roman people; of
the large sums of money that the Pope hath yearly
for the licensed or tolerated brothels in Rome, you
would think tbat the body of the particular Roman
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church was near kin to the head, and therefore mot
the holy mistress of all churches. -

But perhaps some will say, that the Pope was holy be-
cause his office was holy, though his person was vicious. .
If this be the holiness of the Catholic chureh mention-
ed in the creed, then the institution of offices is it that
makes it holy, and while the office continueth, the
holiness cannot be lost. Then let them prove their
holiness by saints no more. Let them pot then delude
the people, but speak out, and tell them that they mean
such ho{iness as is consistent with heathenism, or infi-
delity murders, sodomy, and may be in an incarnate
devil! 1Is that the holiness of the Catholic church?

By this means you leave no room for the Church of
Rome, or any Papist in the Catholic church which is
trull}" holy.

ot as Papists: they can be no membersofit. But

if with any of them Christianity be predominant, and

prevail against the infection of Popery, so that it prac-

tically extinguish not Christianity, then as Christians

they may be members of the church, and be saved too -
but not as Papists. ) ,
Y. The irue catholic church of Christ is bul one <
the pretended Roman Catholic church is more thaw
ome : therefore the pretended Roman Catholic church
15 not the true catholic church of Christ.

1. Where there are two heads or sovereign powers,
specially distinct, there are two societies, or churchés.
But those called Papists, or the Roman Catholie
church, have two heads or sovereign powers specially
distinct. Therefore they are two churches.

There are many volumes written by both sides for
their. several forms. Bellarmin, Gretser, and the
rest of the ltalian faction assert that the Pope is
the chief power, and above a general council, and
the seat of infallibility, and not to be judged by any,
being himself the judge of the whole world. The oth.
er party aver that a general council is above the
Pope, and that he is to be judged by them, and may be
de by them. [f any say, that they are but few
and not trae Papists of this opinion, I answer, then a
geaeral council are but few, and not true Catholica,
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which yet is said by them to represent the whole
Catholic church : for the genéral council of Constance
and of Basil have premptorily asserted it, and repeat
it over and over. The council of Basil say, Ses.
ultim. that “not one of the skilful did ever doubt but
that the Pope was subject to the judgment of a gen-
eral council, in things that concern gith. And that
he eannot without their consent dissolve or remove
a general council; and that this is an article of
faith, which without destruction of salvation cannot
be denied, and that the council is above the Pope, de
fide, and it cannot be removed without their consent,
and that he is a heretic that is agninst these things.”
Binius p. 43. 79, 96. Pope Eugenius owned that coun-
cil, p. 42. For the council of Constance, Martin V.
was chosen by it, and present in it,and personally con-
Grmed what they did as a council, and not what pri-
vate members did. You see that even general coun-
cils representing the Papal church do not only say
that a ecouncil is above the Pope, but make it an article
of faith, and damn those that deny it. What then is
hecome of Bellarmin and the rest of their champions ?

But perhaps you will say, they are but few on the
other side. ot only most Popes, and the Italian
clergy, and the predominant party of Papists, but an-
other general council, the Lateran, under Julius IL
and Leo X expressly determine that the Pope is above
a general council. So that here is not only an unde-
niable proof that general councils are fallible by their
contradicting each other, and that there is a necessity
of rejecting some of them, and consequently th?,t the
foundation of Popery is rotten; but also here is one
representative catholic church against another repre-
sentative catholic church, and one council for one spe-
. cies of sovereignty, and another for another species of
sovereignty. So that undoubtedly it is not the same
church.

The nations that are on both sides to this day, are
a proof beyond denial of their division. The French
on one .side, and the Itilians on the other; and other
nations divided between both. So that the thing which
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they call by one name, is two indeed. But so is ol
the true catholic church. -

2. Where there are two, three or four heads or sov-
ereigns at once numerically disiinet, there are twe
three or four churches. But the Roman Church pre-
tending to be catholic, hath had two or three or four
heads at once numerically distinct; therefore it was
two or three or four churches.

It is not only two species of sovereignty, but two in-
dividual sovereigns that are inconsistent with the nu-
merical unity of a political body. Two, or ten, or twe
hundred may join in one sovereignty, as one political
person, but if there be two sovereigns, there are cer-
tainly two societies: for if both be supreme, neither is
subordinat=. TFhe Papists lay their very foundation on
a supposed division. Peter and Panl were both at once
their Bishops. There are not many of them who ven-
ture to tell us, that Peter-only was the supreme, and
that Paul was under him: but they make them as
equals, ot co-ordinate ; and some of them say, that Paud
was the bishop of the uncircumcision, and Peter of the
circumeision, and then Peter’'s charch is confined to
the Jews. And they do not tell us, that ohe headship
was divided between them: for then that example
would direct them still to kave two Popes, ortwo bish-
ops to a Church: so that Pefer being a head, and

" Paul a head, they had distinct bodies.

They cannot deny their many following divisions.
The twenty-third schism, as Werner a zealous Papist,
in fasciculo tempor. reekons them was between Felix V.

_and Eugenius: of which Werner saith, that “hence arose

great contention among the writers of this matter, pre
and contra, and they cannot agree to this day : for one
part saith, that the council is above the Pope, the other
part on the contrary saith, no, but the Pope is above
the council. God grant his church peace, &e.” :
Of the twenty-second schism, Werner saith thus, ad’
an. 1373, “The twenty-second was the worst and most
subtle of all. For it was so perplexed, that the most
learned and conscientious men were not able to find
eut to whom they should adhere, And it was contin-
wed for forty yearsto the great scandal of the whole
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slergy, and the great loss of souls, because of heresies
and other evils that then sprung up, and because there was
no discipline in the church against them. And there-
fore from Urban VI to Martin V. I know not who was
- Pow." -

After Nicholas I'V. there was no Pope for two years
and a half; and Celestine V. that succeeded him re-.
signing it, Boni{'acc VIII entered, that styled himself
lord of the whole world in spirituals and temporals, of
whom it was said, he entered as a fox, lived as a lion,
and died like a dog.

The twentieth schism was great between Alexander
111 and four schismatics, and lasted seventeen years.

The nineteenth schism, was betweefi Innocent 1. and
Peter Leonis. Innocent got the better because he
had more on his side. :

The thirteenth schism was bet}een another and
Benedict VIIL - : )

The fourteenth schism was 8candalous and full of
sonfusion between Benedict I1X. and five others, which
Benedict was wholly vicious; and therefore being damn-
ed, appeared in a monstrous and horrid shape; his head
and tail were like an ass, and the rest of his body like
a bear, saying, I thus appear, because I lived {ike a
beast. In that schism there 