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To the Catholic, as well as to the Protestant world
this book is offered as some enlightenment on that
important subject—the abuse of the religious sentiment.
Tt is a book of facts. The Jesuits themselves, Catholic
historians, and Protestant writers, the most impartial,
furnish the groundwork. Thc main subject is connected
with the contemporaneous history of the world during
the last three centuries, which is brought home to the
present times of political unrest and revolutions—and
yeb hopeful withal. It is a history of Human Nature
—errors, crimes, and retribution—political as well as
“religious "—and therefore, the book is impartial. Con-
nected with no party whatever, my object has been to
seek, and find, and holdly to express, the truth—such,
at least, as it has appeared to me, after multitudinous
consultations. For, intensely interested in the subject,
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1 have spared neither pains nor expense to colleet such
information on the subject as would enable me to put
forth a decisive work, not only on the Jesuits, but the
religious movement in general, which antagonised the
South with the North of Europe.

To every mind the history of the Jesuits presents
subjects of intercst. In their exploits, the churchman,
the missioner, tho preacher, the educator,—all who
possess influence on the minds of men, may find hints
and admonitions :—thcir industry and perseverance are
models for all humanity.

They laboured indefatigably, and received their
reward in a world-encircling power. From first to last,
they were never in obscurity. Tike Minerva, sprimg
from the head of Jove, the Company of the Jesuits went
forth from the brain of Ignatius, full-grown, ready for
battle. In her infancy she was great—the world feared
her when she won hor position —the lust of conquest
supervened—sho exemplified the maxims of the very
world which she went forth to rcform—and dug the pit
into which she fell, discarded by the popedom, for whose
delence she was esiablished.

It has been my object to cnable the reader to judge
for himself in the facts which led to that consummation.
I have not indulged in the usual vituperation of the
Jesuits : no animadversion will be found in this history
unsupported by its fact. Neither have the apologists of
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the Jesuits induced me to believe their representations.
From the nearly cqual mass of rancorous denunciation
and defence of the Jesuits, I have endcavoured to
arrive at the truth by a meditation of ithe times in
which the Jesuits performed their part, their acknow-
ledged method, and its results to humanity. The books
written against the Jesuits would form an extensive
library—so would their apologies :—even in the first
century of their existence, the Jesuits put forth about
one hundred works in defence of their Company or
its men. '

My object is simply to place a momentous subject in
its truest possible light—would that all error were
purcly abstract—purely “indifferent ”—so that we
might cherish the man to our bosom, whilst we consign
his error to its fittest abode.

According to the Jesuits themselves the Company
was a band of angels; their friends are not loss
extravagant on the subject :—Vitelleschi, a General
of the Company, is somewhat more reasonablec and
candid.

He compares the Society to the skies : the Socicty
is Aurora ; IexaTivs i the sun ; the members are the
stars, “ during so many yecars, and in so many lands,
shining with the splendour of virtue, eminent and
perfect. But if,” he continues, “any comet of disastrous

result, compounded of the foul and pestilential vapours
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of a world too near, should light its deadly flame among
so many benign and propitious fires, we should not, on
that account, condemn those skies, since even in the
beautiful skies of nature we scmetimes unwillingly
behold the same anomaly.”! A bad Jesuit is therefore
a comct ; but a comet 1s a functionary in the celestial
systems ; it is a secondary cause, produced and pro-
pelled by a great Designer: then, may we substitute
this Jesuit for the comet, and the spirit of Jesuitism for
the great Designer ?

Thus, then, much has beon said in favour of the
Jesuits—more against them ; accusations have been
denied, countercharges have been brought forward,
and even questions of history still remain uncertain,
undecided.

I am surrounded with books of every description
about the Jesuits, They have all been written with
one professed object in view—Trura. Truth has been
contemplated by all ; but in how many different ways
have they gazed at her charms! Some have peered
with ouc oye, others with half an eye; some “with
spectacles on nose,” others with quizzing-glasses ; and
not a few with that vacant starc which sces nothing !
It is thus with the affairs of the Jesuits; any and
every mind may find something to praise or blame in
these cxtraordinary men, and their extraordinary
achievements,

+ Epist. 4, R, P, N, Vitell,, 1635,
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Almost all the authors whom I quote, are in my own
possession ; and, in order to facilitate reference, I have
preferred to quote works easily obtained,—but still due
verification has never been omitted, when the original
authorities could be procured. To Ranke I am under
great obligations. His “ History of the Popes in the
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century ” is a treasury of
facts, collected with vast labour, discernment, and
nnpartiality. Mr. Kelly’s translation is so faithful and
accurate, that I must also express my thanks to him, for
diminishing my labour in the numerous versions I have
had to make, from all the languages of Europe, in
building up this temple of Jesuitism.

But there is another writer to whom I am still more
indebted for the facts of a most important section of
this history—I mean the Rev. M. A. Ticrney, in his
admirable edition of Dodd’s Church History of England.
Mr. Tierney leaves us to regret that he did not com-
pletely recompose the whole history. What a frightful
picture has he exhibited of the English Mission during
the reign of Elizabeth and James I.! Awful, indeed,
are the disclosures of the documents now, for the first
time, brought to light by this conscientious Catholic
clergyman. The English Jesuits of Stonyhurst lent
him their documents—apparently unaware of their con-
tents ; and Mr. Tierney made good use of them in their
damaging evidence : he laid barc the ghastliness of the
Jesuit-scheme in England, and mortally offended the
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descendants of Father Parsons and Garnet. The con-
sequence was, that the gentlemen of Stonyhurst peremp-
torily demanded back their documents! And yet,
what was Mr. Tierney’s motive? He expressly declares
his honourable reason, saying: “ We should recur to
the errors or the weaknesses of the past only to provide
more effectually against the failings and the disasters of
the future. It is by defending the faults, that we
become answerable for the delinquencies of our pre-
decessors : it is by a prompt and honest condemnation
of their misdeeds, thai we prove ourselves uninflucnced
by their cxample, and establish the integrity of our own
views. We are to judge of actions by their nature and
tendency, not by the accidental relation in which their
authors may stand to ourselves. Perfection is not the
privilege of any order of men; and if history, con-
templating the cvents of carlier times, condemns the
encroachments of some, the jealousies of others, and the
faults of all, it is not for the purpose of reviving
the disputes, or embittering the recollections, of the
past, but solely with a view to point out those errors
which each should be solicitous to avoid.”?

Preciscly the same motive has actuated me through-
out this history. 1 have neither a “party” nor a
system to uphold.

In the plan of the work, the Missionary schemes of

Dodd’s Church Ristory, ii. v. 170, note.
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the Josuits form a prominent subject—together with
their training, their educational system, and litcrature.
The main history of the Jesuits, however, belongs to
the first century of the Order; thenceforward it was
all retribution and downfall. Still it was my intention
to enter decply into the history of the last years
of the Order before its suppression—to cvolve the
human mind of the age as exhibited particularly in
France :—but the formidable finis cut short my
meditations.

There are ten Books in the History, each being named
after one of the first ten Jesuits, in the order of their
accession to the scheme of Ignatius.

Unquestionably the work has becn rapidly put forth.
Nevertheless, I have no apology to make—no favour to
beg. Ample preparation preceded the mere compo-
sition: what I undertook to produce, is, I believe,
performed. Never will T insult the public by craving
indulgence for offering of mine. Let it stand or fall by
its merits or demerits. The motive which impelled me
to the enterprise, will make mo respectful of approval
—but callous to vitupcration. In the words of the un-
fortunate Josuit Southwell—prefacing his “ Magdalen’s
Funeral Teares ”—I may be permitted to say, “ Let the
work defend itsclf, and every one pass his censure as
e sceth causc. Many carps are expected when curious
eyes come a fishing. But the care is already taken, and
patience waiteth at the table, ready to take away, when
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that dish is served in, and make room for others to set
on the desired fruit.”

I shall conclude with the words of Dr. Wiseman :
“ T know not if there be a worse class of slander than
that which endeavours to affix the most odious of

stigmas upon any one who shall dare to think differently
from ourselves upon matters indifferent.” !

ANDREW STEINMETZ.

Garden Cotltage, Fokenham, June, 1848,

! Connection hetween Science and Revealed Religion, p. 185.
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BOOK I. ogr, IGNATIUS.

INTRODUCTORY.

THE POPEDOM, RELIGION, POLITICS, MEN AND MANNERS,—
IN A WORD, THE CHRISTENDOM OF THE SIXTEENTH
CENTURY.

Ix the moral, as in the physical world, effects suggest
their causes. Events, in the history of individuals and
nations, are moral effects, whose causes must
exist. To trace these events or effects to their
most probable causes, enters into the philosophy
of history. One of the most remarkable events in the
history of the sixteenth century was, not the establish-
ment of the Jesuits, but their wonderful success and
rapid development. At first sight, their origin is some-
what ridiculous. A crippled soldier in the guise of
a pilgrim in rags, after collecting nine companions,
reaches Rome, obtains an interview with the pope,
offers him his services, his terms are accepted, a
company is established, and, within sixteen years, this
company is spread all over the world, in Europe, Asia,
Africa, and America; dividing into twelve provinces
a regiment of a thousand veterans, with a hundred col-

leges for their head-quarters, numberless entrenchments
YOL, L. B

View of the
subject.
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in the walled cities of the Christian, or flying camps
in the wilds of the cannibal, influencing, for good or
evil, millions of earth’s inhabitants. Many causes must
have conspired to produce thesc effects to which the
origin of the Jesuits lends, apparently, no adequate
interpretation. Another example of rapid deveclopment
may, however, lessen our wonder, though it will not,
perhaps, cxplain the difficulty.

Mohammed, an ignorant man, as represented, with
ten followers, went forth on his mission—and within
Mahammop, GWEDEY years from the moment of inspiration,
areerand  his followers amounted to one hundred and
method: fifty thousand—his sceptre triumphant from
the shores of the Indian to the billows of the Mid-
land Sea. The ambassadors, who knelt before the
throne of the prophet “ outnumbered the dates that fall
from the palm-tree in its maturity.” Without assuming
national excitement to be the result of “clectric evolu-
tion,” (the curious “Kyffrawd”" of an ingenious modern
theorist), Mohammed’s method, in the evident eircum-
stances of his career, fully explains the causes of /Zis
wonderful success. War to the death—and fanaticism
—in the midst of enervated Asiatics, bore down all
before him ; whilst the laws he framed for his followers
made them at least comfortable in a sensual world—in
wealth and strength, long to live, and cry La Allah 11
Allak, and “ Mohammed is the Apostle of God.” Ilere
was the “word of God” to the sword of man most
desperately united—and the resnlt was commensurate.

Somewbat different was the method of Ignatius of
Loyola ; the crippled soldier aforesaid, in the guise of

! The Geographical Progress of Empire, &c., by Rev., T. Price, 1847,
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a ragged pilgrim, with his nine companions. Listen
to the patriarch—the “man of God”—for his words
will not beseem a soldier, though erippled _
and in rags. To his followers ke said :—  propoxcdby
We are the company of Jesus. Under the ~*

banner of the Cross we do battle for God, and serve
the pope, his vicar, on earth. You must vow perpetual
chastity, You will have to labour for the advancement
of souls in the way of salvation, and for the defenco of
the faith,—by public preaching, by the ministry of
God’s word, by “Spiritual Exercises” in which you
shall be duly initiated, and by works of charity. The
young and the ignorant shall be the special objects of
your ministry. You shall have but two objects con-
stantly before you—Ged, and the design of this insti-
tute,—which you must promotc with might and main,
as the end proposed to you by God Almighty. But
observe, each member must confine himself to the grace
vouchsafed to him, and the rank of his vocation: no
one must aspire beyond his intellectual and spiritual
powers, lest he be misled by the zeal of ignorance.
Consequently the rank that each shall obtain, the func-
tions that each shall perform, will be loft entirely to
the judgment and discretion of the Head who shall be
chosen to govern the company. This Head shall be
elected by the majority of votes; and the election will
invest him with the right of drawing up the constitutions
or statutes of the company; but the whole right of
command shall be vested in the Head. There is onc
point of immense importance to which your attention is
imperatively called. All the members must know, not
only in the very threshold of their probation, but as

long as they live must daily bear in mind, that the whole
B2



4 HISTORY OF THE JESUITS,

company, and each member thereof, must fight in faith-
ful obedience to our most holy lord, the pope, and his
successors. Doubtless, all the faithful of Christ owe
obedience to thc Roman pontiff as their head, and the
vicar of Jesus Christ ; but we have judged it cxpedient,
in all humility, and perfect self-denial (besides the com-
mon bond aforesaid), to bind ourselves by a special vow
to go whithersoever the pope shall be pleased to send
us for the advancement of souls and the defence of the
Faith. Without excuse, without a moment’s hesitation,
whether he send us to the Turks or other infidels, even
to the Indies—to heretics or schismatics—in a word, to
any and every place, without exception. In conclusion,
you need not be told that all must vow obedience to the
head of the company. Of course, all must vow perpetual
poverty.!

For God—for the Pope—for the Company:—a
special vow of obedience to the pope :—absolute power
Thres proba- vested in the chief of the company to whom
ble canses of obedience is vowed ;—clastity and poverty,

" the additional vows of cach member—public
preaching, spiritual functions, works of charity, and a
prospective glance at “ colleges,”—such arc the broad
ways and means of the institute whose expansion was
so wonderful. Assuredly they are not adequate to
account for that wonderful development. Something
similar, if not identical, had existed, and still existed,
in the various institutions of monks—the Orders of
St. Francis, St. Dominic, St. Benedict. The dcsign
or scheme of Ignatius was not entirely original—
unless we confine the peculiarity of his institute to

! See the Buil establishing the Jenuits, Litt. Apost. Paul I11. Soc. Jesu Approbatio.
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the fact that the Jesuits were to be papal emissarics
scattercd over the world, — emancipated from con-
vents, and yet essentially monks, by the obligations
of their vows. But the pope could always insure the
services of the monks : they were always ready to obey
the Holy Father. Such being the case, why was this
new order cstablished ¢ And being established, how are
we to account for its wonderful success ? It is evident
that the secret of this Founder’s success is not contained
in the proposals of his institute : there was nothing in
them likely to captivate, by novelty,! the admiration of
the pope—for cven the promise of obedience to his
holincss was but a promise depending upon individual
dispositions for its complete fulfilment. Still, the fact
of success suggests, at once, three probabilitics—that
Ignatius was an extraordinary worker-—that circum-
stances favoured his scheme—and that the state of the
world at that time was exactly the medium best adapted
to facilitate bis advancement—Iike the peculiar fluid in
which planets revolve round about their centres. There-
fore, as in the case of Mohammed, we have to investi-
gato the circumstances in which Ignatius went forth to
fight, and conquer, and raise a shrine whereat to reccive
ambassadors from all the quarters of the habitable world,
“outnumbering the dates that fall from the palm-tree
in its maturity.” These circumstances may give the
force of originality to the scheme of Loyola, or present
its results as those of a skilful adaptation of old mate-
rials. The investigation must begin with the sixteenth
century—some forty years before the rise of the Jesuits.
The popedom-—religion—politics—men and mannérs—

! Ribadeneyra, the Jesuit, proves this in his ¢ Trafado—De la Compodia
de Jesus,” which will bo noticed in Book 1IL of the present work,
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in a word, the Christendom of those times must be
understood, ere we accompany Ignatius and his fol-
lowers in their wondrous expedition, sailing forth from
the Apostolic port to invade the universe, under the
most favourable auspices.

Ivimus et Romse seitatum oracula ; et illo
Sidere nos jussit solvere Roma ratem.!

Ever memorable in the annals of art, science, and
politics, the sixteenth century is equally remarkable for
the position successively occupied by the popes

Alexander ¢ Rome. Alexander the Sixth began the
century. He bought the popedom; and was

fiercely ungrateful to the cardinals whose ambition and
avarice he tempted. His whole pontificate exhibits an
unequalled career of private vice and public atrocity.
But Alexander was unquestionably a man of talent : his

' Imago I'rimi Seeculi Soc, Jesu, p. 46.
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reign was prosperous. It is difficult to decide how far
we are to hold the pope guilty of those public crimes in
which his son, Casar Borgia, was most deeply concerned.
The son was ambitious ; the father was intent on the
aggrandisement of his house :—let them share the
infamy of their crimes. Their aim was to put down
the aristocratical factions of Italy. That was the age
when monarchs became jealous of rival power, and
were struggling to crush the worms of pettier tyrants
who crawled within their precincts. Dreadful times for
aristocrats were those of Pope Alexander! His terrible
son, Cwmsar Borgia, was one of those many historical
characters to whom ambition and fierce desires make
all things lawful—such characters as throng on the
page of history which is condemned to narrate the
glorious deeds of the sixteenth century. Crosar Borgia
could brook no rival. His own brother stood in his
way; he had him murdered one night, and thrown
into the Tiber, They had both just supped together at
their mother’s ! Their father, the pope, entirely connived
at the drcadful parricide—for he undoubtedly dreaded
the same fatc from his ferocious son.! Ceesar Borgia
killed his father’s favourite Peroto—killed him beneath
the very pontifical mantle ; the victim clinging close
to his patron : the blood spurted on the pope’s face.
Cesar Borgia triumphed in his crimes. Rome, and
the States of the Church, bowed to his sway. Think not
that he lacked what many did think, and many still may
think, redeeming qualifications in his dread depravity.
Of surpassing beauty, and wonderful strength of arm,
was this blood-thirsty villain : in the bull-fight, he would

1 «Connivente prorsus ad immane parricidii scelus patre pontifice, qui et ipse
vim sibi afferri ab efferato filio procul dubio metucbat.”’— Panviniws, dlex. V1.
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strike off the brute’s head at a single blow. And he
was liberal-handed withal—not without traits of magna-
nimity,—as if to prove, for the shame of humanity, that
the most venerable virtues, or what seem such to the
world, are not necossarily cstranged from the most
detestable vices ; for, as we have seen, he was bloody,
and Rome trembled at his name. Casar needed gold,
and had enemies : every night the corpses of murdered
men were found in the streets. Every man held his
breath ; for there was none who might not fear that
his own turn would come next. Those whom violence
could not reach were taken off by poison. There was but
one spot where such deeds were possible ; that spot alone
whereunlimited power,and thehighest spiritual authority,
were united in the same individual : this spot Ciesar
occupicd. Even monstrosity has its porfection. Many
sons and nephews of the popes have attempted similar
things ; but none ever carried them to such a pitch:
Cmsar was “a virtuoso in crime.”! The rcader will
be surprised, doubtless, to hear that this man was made
archbishop of Valencia, and a cardinual, by his father.
“ He showed himself worthy of such a father,” says the
Jesuit Feller, “ by his guilty passion for his own sister
Lucretia, and by the murder of his elder brother, who
was his rival”? The same authority calls him “a
monster of debauchery and cruelty ;7 and every histo-
rian i3 of the same opinion as to facts, a few of which
have been given.

Respecting the indirect influence of the great, by
position or genius, on the mass of men, experience
attests that the mere rumour of their guilty lives is

! Rauke's vigorous expression — “ Cesar ist ein virtuos des verbrechens.”
L. p. 52, % Biog. Univ, Alex. V1,
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sufficient, without actual proof, to supply those samples
to which profligate hearts yearn to conform. Truly
or falscly werc the blackest crimes laid to the The inlo.
charge of Alexander the Sixth, it mattered  ence of
little ; the influence of thosc rumours, with cxample.
the conduct of his hideous son (whom he idolised),
before them, was necessarily disastrous to the morals
of the age. Was it not believed that the pope had
purchased the tiara ¢ and did not opinion find in his
subsequent conduct facts which tallied with that incipient
simony *

% He sells the keys, the altars, Christ himself :

By right he sells what he has bought with pelf.”!

Every crime was attributed to him—murder, assas-
sination, poisoning, simony, and incest.? “Ie played
during his whole life a game of deception ; and, not-
withstanding his faithless conduct was extremely well
known,” says Machiavelli, “ his artifices always proved
successful,”—a proof that decided success proves not the
decided integrity of schemes, Oaths and protestations
cost him nothing, says the same authority ; never did
a prince so often break his word, or pay less regard to

I « Vendit Alexander claves, altaria, Christum ;
Vendere jure potest, emerat ille prius.”

2 An epitaph was written for Lucretia, his licentious daughter, as follows :
¢ Ilere liea Lucreco, a Thads in her life—
Pope Sixtus’ daughter, daughter-in-law, and wife.”
“Tie jacet in tumnulo Lucretia nomine, sed re
Thais, Alexandri filia, sponsa, nurus.”

This epitaph has been attributed to Sannazarius, but T have been unable to find
it among his works : the following epigram, ou the same subject, is eertainly lis :
« Ergo te semper cupiet, Lucrctia, Sextus?
O fatum diri nominis : hic pater est.”
Sunnaz. Epigram. 1, ii. No. 4.
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his engagements. This was because he so well under-
stood this chapter in the art of government, adds the
political ~philosopher, with wonderful complaceney.!
Possibly Alexander the Sixth was the model of Machia-
velli's Prince—the all-famous Principe—that gospel-
book of the sixteenth century.

Alexander the Sixth has thus been universally
denounced : Catholics and Protestants have united in
The prime blasting his memory : the J esuit Reeve styles
erorofthe  him “ the infamous Borgia.”? Some there
church. . . .

are who speak and write of his vices
and crimes with a sort of gusto, because they seem
to reflect on the religion of Catholics. Cruel, unjust,
absurdest of imputativns!  Who charges the religion
of Protestants with the vices and crimes of Henry
the Eighth? It is not the religion of Catholics that
explains the impurity of an Alexander’s guilt, but the
position of the popedom in the sixtcenth century.
Such a character at the head of the faithful-——such a
striking deviation from moral rectitude, even assuming
him to have been slandered in some points,—was more
to be lamented on the score of inconsistency. It was a
sad position for * the successor of St. Peter,” © the head
of the church,” “the vicar of Christ.” But was it not,
somehow, a natural position for an absolutc monarch, as
the error of the church permitted the father of the faith-
ful to become, when the poverty (so beautiful and con-
sistent) of the apostolic brotherhood first vouchsafed to
humanity was no more ? This was the prime error of

L 11 Prineipe, e. xviii.

? Hist. of the Christian Church, p. 428. Why is the title S. J. (Societatis
Jusu) omitted in the title-page of this Jesuit's book ! See Dr. Oliver's Collec-
thony,y p. 173,
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the church—the error on which all others hung flapping
to and fro as the winds of the passions listed—on a
sunny sea of temptation. Temporal power assumed or
received by the spiritual guides of men, was contrary to
the will of IIim who sent them forth to be “ministors ™’
—servants, not to “excrcise dominion.”! In open
defiance of the sacred counsel, the shepherd of the flock
became a prince of many people, even as “the princes
of the Gentiles,”—and how could the promise be kept,
that “ the gates of hell should not prevail against the
church,” if its very head was in direct contravention of
the most urgent of these conditions, a#/ of which were to
be complied with to eventuate that fulfilment ? And,
alas! how fearfully did the popes do as “the princes of
the Gentiles!” They werc kings—and the vices of
kings had loug ccased to be coxceptions to the gene-
ral rule ; if not a matter of course, these vices were
certainly a matter of notoriety. Long before Alex-
ander VL. there had been popes of reprobatc character,
and yet enjoying, as heads of the Christian Church, the
name and prerogatives of sanctity. But who could
deem holy that Urban VI, who, to glut his revenge
against those cardinals who opposed his election, had
them tied up in a sack and drowned in the sea of
Genoa ?* Who could deem holy that Boniface VIII.,
of whom it was truly said that he entercd the papacy

' ¢ But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the prinees of the
Gentiles exercige dominion over them, and they that are great exercise autho-
rity upon them : but it shall not be sa among yon : bt whessever will he great
among you, let him be your minister ; and whosoever will be chief among you,
let him be your scrvant—cven as the Son of man came not te be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give lis life a ransom for many.”’—Matt. xx. 25,
et seq.

? « Quibus dum Genuam pontifex defertur, ex septem cardinalibus Nucerie
captis, quinque saceis involutos, in mare demersit.”—Plat. de Vit. Pont. p. 206.
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like a wolf, ruled like a lion, and died like a dog,—the
terror he lived of all kings and nations, and an insatiate
lover of gold?! In the ages of faith flourished these
“vicars of Christ.” Verily, notorious and infamous
crimes have immortalised the memory of popes.  And
early did the human mind shrink back, horror-stricken
at the awful inconsistency. Even in the fourteenth
century, when men had scarcely dreamed of shaking oft
the bonds of superstition—in the age of vagabond pil-
grimages and hobgoblins—it was one of the first glad
tidings of coming freedom, when the earliest promoters
of literature, in bold and daring numbers, sang the
crimes and punishments of lawless, godless popes. In
the realms of woe cternal, the genius of poesy found
them. Ineffectual wails, unsatisfying torments, em-
bodied the poetic conception, the infernal merits of those
who abused the sacred sentiment of religion in the
human breast, to suit their selfish purposes, their guilty
passions : at the sight of whom Dante invoked the name
of Simon Magus, and sounded forth his terrible
trumpet.?  Pope Anastasius in the deep abysm by an

) ¢« Moritur hoc modo Bonifacius ille, qui imperatoribus, regibus, principibus,
uationibus, populis, terrorem potilts yuam religionem injicere conabatur ; quique
dare regna ct auferre, pellere homines ac reducere pro arbitrio animi conabatur,
aurum undique conquisitum plus quam dici potest, sitiens.”—Plat. de¢ Vit. Pont,
p. 16875 Leti, Vit, de Sist. V. i. 15, A curious anecdote is related of this pope, by the
same honest Catholic : *“ We certainly know,” says Platina, “ what he said to
Prochetus, the Archbishop of Genoa, who was knecling before him on a certain
Ash-Wednesday. For whereas it is customary for the priest on that oceasion
to say, ¢ Remember, man, that thou art ashes, and into ashes shalt return ;’
Boniface exclaimed, substituting the words, ¢ Remember, man, that thou art n
Gibelline, and with the Gibellines into ashes shait return ;° whereupon he flung
the ashes into his eyes, and not on his head, as is usual.”— Plat, de Vi, Pont, p. 186,

2 « O Simon Mago, O miseri sequaci,
Che le cose di Div, ¢he di bontate
Deono essere spose, e vol, rapaci,
Per oro e por argento adulterate ;
Or convien che per voi suoni la tromba,” &e.—Infern. c. xix.
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inscription he recognised,! whilst his church on earth, as
he found her, was “sunk under the weight of her
crimes, and polluted with mire and filth.”” In hell he
found Nicholas III. planted with his heels upwards,
waiting till Boniface V1Ll arrives, who is to take his
place—to be in his turn relieved by Clement V., un
pustor senza legge, o lawless shepherd.” The xlder
spirit of Petrarca is roused on this subject of Roman
depravity, to a higher pitch of indignation. Tn one
of his somnets ho assimilates the papal court to
Babylon—

% I'avara Babilonia ha colmo ’1 sacco
Drira di Dio, o di vizj empj e rei
Tanto, che scoppia 3 ed ha fatti suoi Dei
Non Giove e Palla, raa Venere e Baceo.””3

To hime, Rome is a fountain of erief, the dwelling of
wrath, the school of crror, and the temple of unbelief.
He pours forth with wrathful encrgy every epithet of
disgrace against the puffa sfacciata—the unblushing
thing of iniquity.*

Catholics casily account for their devotion to the
holy see, in spite of its listorical abominations, which,
however, very few of them are aware of The holy sce
—their aceredifed bhistories in common se, and the connt
“ with permission of anthority,” veiling of fome.
the subject with painful dexterity. When the matter
is alluded to, a specious argument, with its clever
distinctions, satisfics at least the bold propounders of
theory against fact. They will tell you: we dis-
tinguish the Aoly see from the court of Rome. The
pope, when representing the former in the spiritual

1 Inferno, c. xi. 2 Ib. xix. 83, 3 Sonn. xv,
+ Sonn. xvi.; Rosc. Leo X. i.. 84, See also, Rosetti, Disquisit. passim.
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government of the church, cannot crr, being inspired by
the Holy Ghost, and having received his impeecability,
in that capacity, from Christ, when he said : “ 1 have
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not.” And when the
pope goes astray, it is as prince of the Roman Court—
the famous, or rather infamous, Corte di Roma—which
is subject to all the passions, to all worldly interests, all
the maxims of state policy, so often pernicious in their
results—all the tortuous shifts of hireling machinations
—the urgency of war—revenge, secret and public—
display, pomp, factions, cliques—in fine, to all the pas-
sions notorious and infamous in the worst rulers of men.!
Why not, then, elect two popes? Let one be king
of Rome and its court. Let the other be Dair, as in
Whatme  Sapan, only concerned with spirituals—faith,
present time  mnorals, bulls, and dispensations. By such a
requires. . .
plan we might almost go back to the apostolic
simplicity of church-government. The present time
urgently requires something of the sort: already we
begin to see how impossible it is, in spite of splendid
promise, for a pope of Rome to shake off utterly his
ancient sclf.?

1 Leti, Sisto V. lib. i,

2 There is an old prophecy, known perhaps to the learned of the Catholic
church, under the name of Prophetia. Malachic, professing to give, by symbols,
the characteristic of each successive pope or his pontificate. The symbol of
Pius IX., the present pope, turns out to be very striking ; it is De balucis
Athrurice, that is, out of the drinking-pots of Etruria. Perhaps some will find
it as difficult to accord the “promises” of the present pope with what he can, or
means to do, in the way of “regeneration,” as it is to explain the meaning of his
mysterious motto, as conceived by Malachy at Jeast . . . .. It 13, moreover,
very curious to find that there will be only eleven more popes! At all events,
there remains only that number of symhols. Whether we are approaching the
end of the pupedom, ur of the world so nearly, is the serious question. How-
ever, after the last motto, we are told that ¢ the Roman Peter will sit in the last
peraecution—and the tremendous judge will judge his people-— Finis—-the End.”
So6 the Josuit Arsdckin, Z%heol. Thip. p. 78.
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The disreputable characters of the popes interfered
not with their spiritual pretensions—their power over
the nations of earth and her princes. These _
pretensions have sent down their names to e dees
posterity, coupled with the humiliation of ’l‘x‘;‘;‘;’;& i
kings and popentates, impelled by * public
opinion ” which was guided by tho superstitions of
the age, to kiss the hand that hurled them to the
dust. Public opinion was led away captive by the arts
which practised on the religious instinct of men. The
acknowledged Father of the Faithful, Vicar of Jesus
Christ, Temple of the Holy Ghost, and Keeper of the
Keys of Heaven and Hell, triumphed aloft on the clouds
of Public Opinion. That was the fact—the natural
fact—for it is absurd to suppose that such spiritual
domination could be simply usurped. It was the
accumulated result of skilful management; and was
finally dreaded, if not universally revered, or conscien-
tiously conceded. The arms of that power were forged
on the anvil of superstition, in the midst of barbarism—
midnight darkness of mind. Scarcely remarkable in
the first ages of the church, the Sec of Rome continued
the struggle for supremacy over other Sees: but from
the beginning of the seventh century to the middle of
tho cighth, the bishop of Rome was acknowledged the
Head of the Church. From that period to the middle
of the eleventh century, he was not only the Head of
the Church, but a temporal prince of Italy :—and
thenceforward to the present time, the pope has boen
the «Vicar of Jesus Christ,” and sovereign of the
ecclesiastical states of Italy, with more or less of
“temporal power” in other kingdoms, according to
circumstances. '

v Zopf, 1.1, 357,
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Gregory VII. led off the band of fulminating pontifls.
He founded his domination with these words : 1 excom-
municate thee. With these words the old man changed
the face of his world. With this weapon he forced
kings to yield lo the pope those domains destined for
the support of his clergy and his own comfort and
consolation.

Soon thesc papal troops were cantoned in every
quarter of Christendom, whilst all the property of the
monks — domains vast and well cultivated — became
the appurtenance of the sovereign pontiff. Wherever
priests were found they were the subjects of the pope.
The wealth of Europe, from bound to bound, went to
fill the coffers of the Vatican, and Gregory, the universal
monarch, had, so to speak, a foot in all the kingdoms
of Christendom. The clergy, the popedom, Italy horself,
became, by a single stroke, the central point of Christian
Europe ; thenceforth Rome was the common country of
the priesthood. This vast ecclesiastical confraternity,
receiving directly from the Vatican thcir power, their
splendour, their fortune, no longer belonged to any king
or country. Rome gave the law to the world! As a
sct-off against this splendid domination of the popedom,
we arc told that the papal power held in check the
tyranny of kings, protected the weak by mysteriously
overwhelming the strong in those darksome days of
man’s troublous history. The proufs of this assertion
are required—proofs plain and unequivocal—bereft of
the tinsel of poetry or the clap-traps of rhetoric. The
stern page of history declares that popes have rarely
interfered in the wicked concerns and encroachments of
kings, when ecclesiastical prerogatives were not at stake.

! Foseolo, Dante e il suo Secolo. Seelt, Op. i.
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The Emperor Henry IV. was deposed by Gregory in
1076 ; Frederick I. was deposed by Alexander III
in 1160 ; Otho IV.in 1211, and King John of England
by Innocent III., and Innocent IV. deposed Frederick II.
in 1245. These facts scem to announce that the suc-
cessors of Gregory possessed somewhat more than
moderate power ; but what Gregory gained by spiritual
arms succeeding popes expanded in a manner more in
accordance with that of “the princes of the Gentiles.”!
Alexander the Sixth, more than any, “proved to the
world what a pope was capable of doing by means of
men and money.”? His whole pontificate was spent in
vice and spoliation and murder. Still he was endured
by the Catholic Christians of those times; he died in
prosperity, his coffers filled with more than a million of
golden ducats. Ie died by poison, as is commonly
believed. He coveted the wealth of certain courtiers
and cardinals, and resolved to poison them at a feast to
which they were invited. The poisoned wine was given
to himself by mistake : he lingered awhile, and died in
the seventy-second year of his age, and the eleventh of
his pontificate, A.D. 1503.3

! The reader has been reminded of the positive command of Christ to his
apostles, touching #temporal power.” The following piece of claptrap by a
modern Catholic writer is as curious as it is absurd: «If he (the pope) had
remained a simple individual or private subject, he could not have enjoyed the
liberty n ry for the discharge of his duties as head of the universal chureh.
The circumstances, therefore, which raised him to the rank of a temporal sove-
reign, are to be attributed to the dispensations of a wise Providence (!) who
regulates events for the good of religion ; who saw how necessary it was that
the sovereign pontiff should have tomporal power enough to be independent (1)
but not too much to divert him from the discharge of his spiritual funetions, and
gave him exactly (1) that moderate power.” Dublin Review, xi. The words
of Christ are, [t shall not be so among you." Matt. xx, 25, et eeq.

? Machiav. I Prineipe, xi.

¥ Panv. Alex. VI. The case of the poisoning has been denied : but not

VOL, I, C
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Whilst we shrink from reproaching his religion with
his crimes, the fact of such a man being the head of the
church, and suffered to remain so, is highly

e characteristic of the age. Nor was he de-
‘t‘i}’;tf_emh " ficient in those other qualifications in which
' that age, like every other since that time,
delighted ; his vices seemed to be compensated by
talents by no means vulgar. He was fluent of
speech, had a good memory, great application, and a
natural fund of eloquence and persuasion, which proved
to be the ruin of many. His art of captivation was
irresistible. Better than any man of his time, he could
accommodate himself to all, adapting his conversation
with great dexterity, according to circumstances,—
pleasant subjects for the gay, scrious topics for the
grave. The carc and governmeut of the Christian
republic occupied his deliberations with the cardinals.
With kindness and patience he subdued and fettered
his opponents. The most implacable of his cnemies he
converted into his staunchest friends. At the destruc-
tion of the many barons whom he sacrificed, no public cry
of indignation was heard, no insurrection occurred ; he
obviated resistance by his presence in every transaction,
and in important matters he confided little in others.!
Enough in these sterling qualities to account for
Alexander’s prosperity. He was remarkably temperate
in cating and drinking, and indulged but a short time

satisfactorily. See Rose. Loo X. i. 469, for the authorities ; and Rankc for a
very interesting extract from Sanuto, touching the fatal supper. Hist. of the
Popes, p. 339, App.; Sannazarius, a contemporary, wrote as follows :
« Mirum, si vomnit nigrnm post fata ernorem
Borgia ? quem hiberat, coquere haud potuit.”
Epigram. ii. 30,
! Panv. Alex. VL



IGNATIUS. 19

in bed. He admired and cherished the arts ; he punc-
tually paid the pensions of learned men, the stipend
of his soldiers, and the wages of his workmen.! Such
a line of conduct was decidedly calculated to make and
insure many friends ; vice is commonly winked at when
it is not accompanied by mcanness and insolvency.
Aloxander’s brain was certainly one of extraordinary
vigeur and texture : it remained unimpaired to the
last.”  Nor was this “infamous Borgia” (to borrow the
Jesuit's epithet) devoid of professional instinct. Ho
issued “a pompous Bull” to authorise the kings of
Spain and Portugal, at their request, exclusively to hold
their contingent possessions in the New World, “ with
a view of propagating the Christian religion among
the savages by the ministry of the Gospel”? If this
was really Borgia’s motive, it proves, apparently, that
although horrid vice was his nature as a man, clerical
zeal was his instinct as a pope, and that the things are
not incompatible. It is sometimes difficult to account
for certain facts without assuming this probability. In
effect, Alexander the Sixth blended spirituals with
temporals—the spirit and the flesh—to an uncommon
degree ; in a picture, painted for him by Pinturicchio,

! Panv, Alex. VI.

* Rose. Leo X.i. Combe, the phrenologist, has picturcd and spread Alex-
ander’s skull all over the world, to “illustrate” the horrid ¢ animal propensities,”
but decidedly it had other % bumps® not to be sneered at.  His position and pro-
Jession were his spiritual ruin, No ¢ developments® are to be despaired of if
we only learn to manage them. Nature can never be contrary to the Chris-
tian's duty. 11 is curious to note similar “developments* in Leo X. ; ceriainly
by phrenology, sweepingly applied, Leo and Alexander should rank together.

® Reeve, Jesuit, ulbi supra, p, 428. This was considered a bond fide grant,
or at all events acted upon as such, by the Spanish king subsequently, when he
instanced the Bull in his complaint against Drake for plundering his ships in his
papal seas. Rapia, vol. il. p. 112, Camden, an. 1589. See also Pereirs, Yol.
Ind, L i c. x.

c2
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the beautiful Juliz Farnese, his mistress, is represented
in the sacred character of the Virgin Mary, whilst
Alexander himself appears in the same picture, as
supreme pontiff, paying to her the tribute of adora-
tion!' This fact is strikingly characterisiic of the
man whose conduct must necessarily have had immense
influence on the Christondom of those days.

Two other facts are not much less remarkable.
Alexander made many cardinals for “a consideration”
in money; and he actually gave a refuge at Rome to
the Marranos, or “converted Jews” expelled from
Spain—therehy mortally offending the Catholic king.
What a noblc instance of primitive toleration, perhaps
you exclaim : but the fact is, Alexander took advantage
of Ferdinand’s tyrannical bigotry to increasc his own
revenue : he derived a large revenue from a capitation-
tax which he imposed on the unfortunate children of
Israel ! Money paid for cverything in the Holy City.?
Panvinius, a Catholic historian, who wrote about sixty
years after Alexander’s exit, thus sums up the pope’s
character. His political talents were thrown in the
shade by his more than Punic perfidy, his digmal

1 Roscoe, ubt suprd,i. 196. This Julia Farnese was sister to Alexander Far-
nese, afterwards Paul J1I., pope of Rome. Amongst the credited rumours of
thoge times, it was said that Farnese, her brother, bargained for his cardinal’s
gown from the pope, with his sister’s honour—Alexander Sexto . . . . ad usum
.. .« pro rubro galero dedit. Sleidan and Vergerius evidently fished in the
muddy pools of scandal. However, ramours ave historieal influences, and they
tend to account for events, or at least the opinions of men touching events, Tt
was the same Paul T11. who established the Jesuits. It had been better for the
Jesuits had their origin been sanctioned by the good Pope Adrian V1., whose
character none but bad Catholics impugned.

? ¢ Omnia venditarentur, nililque pecuniee negaretur . ... Magnum guogue
vectigal ex his quos vulgus Maranos vocabat, & rege Catholico ex Hispanid
pulsos, et ab se Romee, magna cum ejus regis indignatione, susceptos, colligebat,”
—Pany, 4lex. V1.
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cruelty, boundless avarice and rapacity, and his cver-
craving desire of aequiring power for his son, per fus
et nefas, without a scruple at the means employed.
When not engaged in business he gave himself to
every kind of pleasure, without exception. He was
particularly addicted to women, and had four sons and
two daughters. Vannocia, a Roman lady, was the
chief of his mistresses. His favourite entertainments
were comedies and other pastimes ; and he would often
take his stand on the Mole of Adrian, on festive days,
to see the masks as they passed.’ Ilc gave a magnificent
equestrian display, and a hunting party on the Vatican,
to cclebrate the nuptials of his daughter. Never
before had cut-throats and assassins enjoyed more
licence : never did the people of Rome possess less
freedem. The number of informors was immensc : for
the slightest murmurs or malediction the penalty of
death was awarded.? Footpads swarmed in every
street : bandits in every highway: it was unsafe to walk
the city by night, or the suburbs by day. Rome was
become a gencral place of exccution and slaughter,—
which the pope permitted to gratify his children and
relatives, whom in all things he indulged.®

It is generally admitted that this pontificate is the
darkest in the annals of Papal Rome. Details
abundant and disgusting, of the general monlsin
demoralisation of thosc times, may be found tho chureh.
elsewhere :* but that depravity of morals did not degin

! The expression is mysterious—si quid clegantiug in hominum genere per
viam preeteriret.’’

2 This state of things aceounts for a fact advanced in favour of this pope—that
%during his whole pontificato no popular tumult ever endangered this pope's
suthority or disturbed his repose.” Roscoe, Leo X. i. 195.

3 Panv. Alex. VI. See Roscoe, ubi supra.

4 Burchard, ¢ Diarium ”” — Fabre, % Contin. of Fleary's Hist. Eecl,,” and
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with Alexander’s pontificate. Platina, a contemporary,
a pious Catholic, befriended and honoured by pope
Sixtus IV., adverts with lamentation to the growing
evil—the multiplied iniquity. He glances back to
times anterior, when immorality, ag he believed, de-
served and brought down Pagan persecution on the
Christian church :~—when the ministers of the gospel.
pale with envy, puffed up with pride, distracted with
feuds, agitated by mutual hatred, seemed better versed
in the principles of tyranny than the duties of the
priesthood, utterly forgetful of Christian piety, pro-
faned rather than cclebrated the sacred mysteries.'
This vivid contemplation of the third century of the
Church—when a sgint® was the bishwp of Romwe—iuspires
the historian with prophetic fire, which bursts forth as
follows. *“But what do we think will happen in these
our times, when our vices have increased to such an
extent that they scarcely leave us any place for mercy
with God? How great is the avarice of our priests,
especially of those who possess supreme power! How
great is their lust seeking its objects in every quarter ;
how great their ambition and display ; how much pride
and sloth ; how great their ignorance of themselves and
of Christian doctrine ; how liitle religion, and that
rather counterfeit than true ; how corrupt their morals,

many others give details on the subject ; it is sufficient here to call attention to
the fact—
¢ Hoo eat viator : reliqua non sinit pudor.
Tu suspicare, et ambula.”
Sec his Epitaph in Sannazar. Epig. ii. 29.

t « i enim livore, superbis, inimicitiis, oliis inter se certantes, tyrannidem
potius quam sacerdotium sapere vidcbantur, Christiance pictatis omnine obliti,
ac divina mysteria profanantes potius quam celebrantes.”—/In vitd S. Marcellini.

* Marcellinus, considered & saint because he suffered martyrdom, although he

was before induced by fear to morship the strange gods—¥ deos alienos adoravit.”
Tisid.
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(even such as were to be detested in profane men or
seculars) I need not declare, since they sin openly
and publicly, as though they were seeking praise for
their enormities! Believe me ; and Heaven grant that
I prove a false prophot! - the Turk, that foc of the

Christian name, will come upon us; a more violent
enemy than Diocletian or Maximian. He strikes at
the gates of Italy. Slothful and steeped in sleep—more
intent upon our private pleasures than the commeon
welfare—we await our universal downfall.”?

Pius III., Alexander’s successor, reigned six-and-
twenty days: his was a nominal pontificate, amidst
strife and commotion, resulting from the feuds
of the former. Then Julius II. assumed
with the tiara the sword of Mars, which he wiclded
liko a warrior. Ilis heart was ferocious and wrathful,
says the Jesuit Pallavicino :> he rotained only the
garb and name of pope—inveterate in simony and

Julius TI.

1 In the 1ltalian translation of Platina, published in 1703, con licenza de’Supe-
rivriy the whole of this most striking sud remarkable passage is suppressod. Tt
was perhaps too honest a testimony against the patrons of abuses, to stand upon
record. Here is the original. “ Sed quid futurum nostri eetate arbitramur !
qué vitin nostra eé crevére, ut viz apud Deum misericordice locum nobis reli-
querint, Quanta sit avaritia Sacerdotwm, et eorum maximé qui rerum potiuniur,
—quanta libido undique conquisita,~—quanta ambitio et pomipa,—quanta superbia
et desidia,— quanta ignoratio, fum sui-ipsius, tum doctrinee Christianse,—quam
parva religio, ¢t simulata potiis quam vera,—quam corrupti mores, vel in pro-
fanis etiam hominibus (quos seculares vocant) detestandi, non attinet dicere,
cim ipsa ita apert® et palam peccent, ac si inde landem quicrerent. Veniet
(mihi credite, utinam falsus sim vatesy, veniet Turcus hostis Christiani nominis,
Diocletiano et Maximiano violentior. Ttalize claustra jum pulsat, Nos desides
et somniculosi, interitum communem expectamnus, voluptati private potius
quam communi utilitati eousulentes.”—Plat. in vitd Marcellini, in fine.

“ 1t is certain,” says Muratori, ¢ that the cardinals in those days, instead of
electing the best man, as they ought to have done, elected the worst, in favour
of human cupidity : the fault of bad example, and of the corruption then prevail-
ing, through which some popes even went so far as to boast of having children.”
—Annali, t. ix. p. 366.

2 « Era Giulio di evor feroce ed iracondo.”—Lib. 1, ¢. 1,
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infamous immorality, says Guicciardini.’ For a cer-
tainty by many proofs there was in Julius the greatest
ferocity of mind, which neither his age nor his dignity
could correct or moderate ; he knew no bounds in any
of his measures, but was blindly driven headlong by
his passions, says Paruta.? = He stormed in person, and
carried the town of La Mirandola against the French,
whom le expelled from Italy. Julius triumphed for
a time over his enemies: but it was a significant
fact, a prognostic of coming events, when a body of
cardinals and bishops cited their pope to appear before
a council to answer the charges levelled at his exor-
bitant pretensions ; and, finally, at his refusal to appear,
pronouncing a sentence of suspension against the Father
of the Faithful. Nor is it less remarkable that these
“schismatics” actually “ went through all the forms
of a legal council, invoked the assistance of the Holy
Ghost, chose a president, and called themselves the
legal representative of the whole Church, whom all
are bound to obey.”® This event took place in 1512.
Of course these presumptuous mortals were severely
punished : all were duly cxcommunicated—deprived of
their benefices and dignities. The kingdom of France,
whose king, Lewis XII., was their abettor, was laid
under an interdict, with direst anathema, by the vindic-
tive pontiff, who forthwith summoned the fifth council
of Lateran, “to regulate with great carc whatever
concerned the state and welfare of the church, the

! ¢ Non riteneva di Pontefice altro che Phabito ed il nome—inveterato nella
simonia ¢ ne’ costumi infami,”—Lid, ii,

2 & Por certo da’ molti indicii si pote conoscer in Giulio egsere stata grandis-
sima feroeith ¢’ ingegno, la quale, ué I’ eth, nt la dignita fu bastante di corregere,
0 di temperare, Non sapeva in alcuna sua operatione servave misura, o tempera-
mento ; ma quasi cieeo era le pin volte da gli appetiti suoi portato & precipitare.”
—Iist. Vinet. 1ib. 5. Sce also Muratori, Annali, ix. 83. 3 Reeve, p. 430,
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reformation of manners, the extinction of schism, and
the restoration of peace amongst Christian princes.”!
A mere bank-order without proceeds.

All these cardinals were, in the next pontificate,
rostored to their dignitics. It is admitted that their
object and hope were to place a good and holy pope
over the Christian church ; though we are also told that
each of them secretly aspired to the dignity.?

In his difficulties the pope craved succour from
Henry VIIL of England, which was granted by the
future Defender of the Faith and destroyer of the Church
in the “Island of Saints.” In defence of the popedom
or its interests, Henry sent an army into France; but,
pressed on all sides, in the midst of his tumultuous
designs, Julius died of a fever, produced by mental
exacerbation at the failurc of one of his political
schemes : « for he was greatly ruled by his passions,
and continually agitated by his desirc of glory, and
could not long endure the grief of sceing his designs
soverely disapproved by all.®

Like his predecessor, Julius was a character of the
age. He knew not what it was to entertain fear or
irresolution ; even in his advanced years he

. His qualitics
possessed that grand quality of manhood, and achieve-
indomitable courage. He made but small ™
account of the princes of his time, thinking he could
overlook them all. To the very tumult of a general
war did he look with most hopes of gains; his only
care was to be always in command of money, so as
to seize the favourable opportunity with all his might :

! Reeve, p. 430 ; Dupin, iv ; Hard. Concil. ix ; Mosh. i, £ Panvin, Julius II.

3 Panv., ubt supra ; Parota, ubi supra. 1t is said that lis last words weve,—
« Fuori ' Ttalia Framcezi—Fuori Alfonso d’Este!” ¢ Out with the Freneh from
Ttaly—Out with Alfonso d’Este.” Muratori, .Annali, t. ix. 33.
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he desired, as was happily said by a Venetian, to
be lord and master of the game of the world. He
waited the fulfilment of his desircs with impaticence,
but he kept them confined to his own breast. If we
inquire what was the circumstance that enabled him
to assume his peculiar attitude, we find it was, above
all things, that he was free to avow his natural tenden-
cics, nay, openly to profess them and make them his
boast. The re-establishment of the state of the Church
was regarded by the world of that day as a glorious
enterprize : it even considered it a religtous one: all
the pope’s steps were directed towards this one cnd,—
this was the idea that animated all his thoughts ; they
were, if I may so express myself, steeped in it.!  Julins
succeeded for a time : he made France tremble, drove
hor armies out of Italy, and overwhelmed the Venetians,
though before his time the princes of Italy, and even the
poorest barons and most insignificant nobles, regarded
the bishop of Rome with indifference in relation to his
temporal power.? No man can blame the pope for
this ambition, considering him a king clected to defend
“St. Peter’s patrimony,” particularly as it appears that
Julius laboured more for the good of the Church than
his own private interest.®> Alexander added to the
dominions of Popedom ; Julius followed his example :
both were politicians adapted to the age when all who
had power were striving to secure or enhance it, without
a scruple as to the means applied.

Tf politicians of the Machiavellian school may find
His patronage T0UCH to imitate in the method of Alex-
of thearts.  ander VI. the admirers of art may look
with complacency on Julius II. ; for he *patronised”

! Ranke, p. 18, ® Machiav. 11 Prine. xi. $ 1d. ibid.
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Michael Angclo, Raphael, and Bramante, if such men
be not disgraced by the application of the term
“patronised.” “ A warrior-pontiff as he was,” says the
Cavaliere Abate Tiraboschi, ci-devant Jesuit,! “ a warrior
pontiff, and totally intent on rotrieving and extending
the states of the Church, it scemed that he cared not
much for literature and men of letters; but, man as
he was, of a mighty soul and vastest ideas, he could
with the same hand wicld the sword and foster the
arts and sciences. Julius began the erection of St.
Peter’s, opencd a new library, favoured the professors
of the fine arts, and the cultivators of polite literature.”

A new era dawned with Leo X., the successor of the
warlike Julius. Characteristic was the beginning. On
the day of his coronation he gave an earncst
of what might be expected from him, by dis-
tributing a hundred thousand crowns of gold to the
populace. Bembo and Sadolet, the best Latin scholars
of the day, he made his secretaries. To the University
of Rome he united the most celebrated professors of
all countries. Whoever was, or fancied himself a fine
poet, an eloquent orator, a polished and elegant writer,
hurried to Rome, and found in Leo a friendly reception
and liberal rewards. On a triumphal arch at the Ponte
S. Angelo, a glorious inscription proclaimed to gods and
men that all was accomplished :—

Leo, X.

“ Venus anon was queen—then Mars held sway—
But now Minerve rules the better day.”3

1« After the suppression of the Society, Tirabosehi was knighted by the Duke
of Modena. He died in 1794, He will be noticed when I have to portray the
Litorature of the Jesuits. 2 Storia, tom. vii.

3 « Qlim habuit Cypris sua tempora,—tempora Mavors
Olim habuit ; sua nunc tempora Pallas habet.”
Tirab. ubt supra : Jov. Vita, iil.
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In these presiding divinities, pointed allusion was
made to the very peculiar characteristics of Leo’s pre-
decessors—Alexander’s licentious court with its Lucretia
Borgia, and the warlike reign of Julius. There is, there-
fore, Aistory in that inseription : it was “tolcrated” by
the pope, which makes it authentic.

To enlarge on the magnificent pontificate of Leo X.
would be here out of place. It kept pace with

the revival of the sciences then universal, if
peow el the pope’s patronage was mnot rather too

cxclusive in its predilections. Men there
were who saw with regret that the pope took delight
in listening to light poetry and josts not always
decent, and frequented comedies in which good morals
were not much respected. The consequence was,
that he brought discredit on the pontifical dignity,
and gave rise to suspicions reflecting on his personal
integrity. But a greater disadvantage was the fact that
the decided preference of the pope for poetry and other
light pursuits caused the grave scicnces to lie neglected
at a time when defenders of the Faith were becoming
necessary to the Church, heresy in arms being at the
gates of Rome.! The Jesuit Andres is still more explicit
on the subject. “The intimate familiarity,” says he,
“with which Leco honoured the Quernos, the Britonios,
Gazaldos, and other poetasters, rather than poets, and
the ardour with which he soughi the gross pleasure of
listening to the most vulgar companies of comedians
whom he imported with vast expense from Sienna,
greatly diminished the honours which he liberally

! Tirab. ubi supra. But see Jovius, Vita, lib. iv., for & curious disquisition on
the score of the pope’s morality ; and Roscoe, Life, ii. 389, for a vindieation.
Tiraboschi, also, gives a defence in & note to the passage ahove given.
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bestowed upon meritorious men of letters, and the glory
that might have resulted to good poets in being invited
to his court.! A Horace or a Virgil could little value
those distinctions which brought them to the level of a
Bavius and a Mavius.” 2

The political events of Leo’s pontificate were in the

line chalked out by his immediate predecessors : but they
are insignificant in comparison with the
moral demonstrations of his times. It is Eahtfl,z: an’s
impossible not to identify this pope with the ~Pepcswesk-
age to which he gave so striking an example.
It seems to have been his intention to pass his time
cheerfully, and to secure himself against trouble and
anxiety by all means in his power. He sought all
opportunities of pleasure and merriment, and indulged
his leisure in amusement, jests, and singing ;—either
induced by a natural propensity, or from an idea that
the avoiding of vexation and care might contribute to
lengthen his days.?

He was fond of music : he conferred the archbishopric
of Bari on Gabriel Merino, whose chief merit consisted
in the excellence of his voice.

The lowest species of buffoonery gave him de-
light :—his courtiers and attendants could not more
effectually obtain his favour than by introducing
to him such persons as by their eccentricity, per-
versity, or imbecility of mind, were likcly to excite
his mirth.*

Such pursuits in a king you would not think criminal:
you would only wish he had possessed a better taste—

1 Roseoe, ii. 179, gives an account of the poetasters alluded to by Andres,
Leo's taste, in this matter at lenst, was sadly at fault,
2 Dell’ Orig. t. i. e. xiii. 3 Roscoe, ii. 4 Ibid. ii.
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more ennobling inclinations: but in “a man of God,” as
. the pope ought to be, you behold them in a
of Teos very different light. You look within them :
habite. you are forced to penetrate beyond their
surface, into the heart’s deep gulf; and you fear you
perceive a dim eclipse of piety : you cannot reconcile
outward dissipation with inward “ recollection,” or com-
mumion with God. You turn to the ascetic writers of
Rome’s church, and every man of them is of your
opinion, from Thomas a Kempis, with his “ Imitation
of Christ,” to the Jesuit Rodrigucz, with his ¢ Christian
Perfection.”  You dread to seek the facts that will
attest, as cflects, the moral cause which you clearly
perccive. You pause, and ask what was the stafe of
that Church whose ruler was such as described by his
panegyrists—if such was the head, you ask what were
the members ?

“ What a spectacle,” exclaimed right-minded prelates
of the Roman court, “what a spectacle does this " deso-
The dessln. lation of the churches present to the oyes
tomofthe  Of a Christian who travels over the Chris-
Chureh tian world! All the shepherds have aban-
doned their flocks, and have left them to the care
of hirclings.”! The incumbents of benefices sclected
the cheapest substitutes to perform their sacred duties :
mendicant monks were eager to “suit” and serve,
These monks occupied the bishoprics under the title of
“ suffragans,” and held the cures as vicars. To these
mendicant monks extraordinary privileges were cun-
ceded ; they were permitted to perform the functions of
the secular clergy—all under the prominent patronage

! Coneil. dilect, Cardinalium.  Apnd Ranke, p. 18
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of the pontiff. And yet the mendicant orders of monks
were completely sunk into a state of total worldliness—
that state so vividly described by Platina, as wo have
already scen—to which we have but to add that
“murder by poison, the dagger, the sword, and fire-
arms,” was the climax of their depravities.! * Woe,
woe!” exclaims onc of the prelates before alluded to,
“ Who gives my eyes their fountain of tears ? Even those
set apart are fallen off ; the vineyard of the Lord islaid
waste. Did they perish alone, it were an ovil, yet it
might be endured ; but since they pervadeall Christen-
dom, like the veins of the body, their decay must nceds
bring with it the ruin of the world.”

Did Leo look with indifference on the growing—
the full-grown covil ? Speaking of the Holy Father,
men would say “¢ ben rcligivso—ma vuol
viver”’—* he is religions enough, but e kas @ passed his
mind to live;” a poor testimonial for tho e
Father of the Faithful. It is the “but” which gives
the character. Jovially indecd he passed his days :
—at Viterbo hawking, at Corneto hunting, and on the
lake of Bolscna fishing. To his favourite resort at Mal-
liana, improvisatori and men of nimble wit thronged to
enliven every hour of his joyful days.> And when winter
returned, Rome eagerly received the complacent Father,

1 « i viene ad homicidi non solo eol veneno, ma apertamente col eoltello e eon
la spada, per non dire con schiopetti.” Apud Ranke, p. 19,

2 Let the reader reconcile, if he can, with this jovial cxistence the account
debited by the Jesuit Pallavicino, ever eager to defend and flatter the popedom.
According to this bold asserter, Leo fasted twice a week, and abstained from
meat once a-week, iu honour of the Virgin, and overy Friday fed on herbs in
honour of Christ’s passivu ; and the Jesuit has the conscience to say,— Such
frequent maceration of the senses in a young prince, and in a mind eager for
delights, wnited as it was to the danger of shortening life, which is cherished and
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to whom she was grateful for her seeming prosperity.
The number of her inhabitants was greatly increased ;
there was profit for the artisan, honour for the artist,
security for all, since Leo had exterminated the bandits
and foolpads of Alexander’s poutificate.  All was glad-
ness, animation, intellectual display. The luxurious
genius of the pontiff beamed in every department. No
cost was too great for spiritual or secular festivals, plays
and theatrical cntertainments, presents and favours :—
nothing was spared—yet something was, apparently,
wanting, Giuliano Medici proposed to reside at Rome,
with his young wife. “ God be praised,” said Cardinal
Bibbiena, in a letter to him, “for here we lack nothing
but a court of ladies !”' Alluding to one of the pope’s
houses of pleasure, Bembo thus describes it, in tho name
of Leo. “It is exquisitely adapted to gladden and
rejoice the soul, owing to its admirable piazza, its many
and most beautiful prospects—very commodious and
roomy, with large hall and spacious chambers, beau-
tifully adorned with a costly ceiling of gold, and tesselated
pavement.”?

Nevertheless, Pope Leo was a “ diligent observer of
divine things, and a lover of the sacred ceremonies,”
s 7eal, though he did not always maintain pontifical
luxury,and — decorum. To the sore distress of his master of
venality, . .

the ceremonies he sometimes left Rome, not
only without the proper dress, but, as his officer has noted
in his journal, “what is worst of all, with boots on his feet,”
~—Just like any sporting gentleman not at all particular.

fostered as o sort of divinity by kings, could not have been long protracted,
except by the efficacy of the strongest picty."—IFist, Concil, Trid, L 1 ¢. i 5,

1 Apud Ranke, p. 22, and Roscoe, ubi supra.

2 Pet. Bembi, Epist. L. xiii. 10.
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“ Desperately fond of pleasure, hunting and fowling, he
gave whole days to luxurious enjoyments, the most
splendid banquets, and musical entertainments. To
raise money, (of which he had spent largely in his
buildings, his profuse donatlions, and war-expenses) he
made cardinals for a price, and devised certain offices
of state, which he sold.”?

It is difficult to reconcile this pope’s indulged pro-
pensities with that severe religion which beseems the
Head of the Church : but that was the age of The Ghurch
sensual enjoyment ; and far from there being s madea
any one among the priesthood to stem the "™
rushing evil, the very court of Rome joined to its sen-
sualism the wildest notions in the matter of doctrine or
belief. Men of intellectual tendencies easily frame a
conscience to palliate the wmoral guilt of their passions :
at the period in question, the Schools of philosophy
endeavoured to discover that the soul of man is mortal.
Erasmus declares his astonishment at the blasphemics
that met his ears: they sought to prove to him out of
Pliny, that there is no difference between the souls of
men and those of brutes.? Certainly the morals of the
age corresponded with no other theory.

No sudden transformation from good to bad was
that state of Christendom. Open Boccaccio’s Deca-
meron and behold the mirror held up to the nature
of those lies—man’s good mnature most horridly

1 Roseoe, U1 ; Ranke, p. 22. # Voluptatihng, venationibus, anecupiic effusd
deditus, luxui et splendidissimis conviviis, musiceeque magis quam tantum ponti-
ficem deceret totos dies impenderet. Pecunise quecrendse causi (quim multa
tum sedificiis, tum effusis largitionibus et bellorum usibus, absumpsisset), pretio
eardinales aliquot legit, et officia quoedam venalia excogitavit, ut cubicula-
rios,” &e.— Panv. Lro X.

* Burigny, Life of Frasmus, i. 139 ; Ranke, 22,

VOL. 1. D
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perverted. All ranks of society lend their infamy to
spice his pages—whose burthen is “the duped husband,
depraved and depraving monks,” in an endless round of
“laughter holding both her sides.” He anatomises the
fourteenth century—and saps tho foundations of papal
power. For, “what we violently abhor, we may still
justly dread : but that which we have learnt to despise
ceascs to be an object of terror.” His works were
subsequently prohibited—but this only drove home
the quivering shaft. Men’s minds were alive to the
truth of his pietures—and their prohibition was their
last attestation. Other writers followed in his track.
The Church was made a scandal on the house tops ;
her light, if she had any, was decidedly put under a
bushel.
Time rolled on :—no amendmen}. IHow could the
people amend when their teachers and preachers,
bishops, popes, monks—all that were
The fuccat- <« anointed,” rolled in their godless Dead
Council of*  Qea of guilt ¢ In the council of tho Latoran,
Pico, nephew of the famous Mirandola, held
forth under the sanction of that assembly, inveighing
with great bitterness against the avarice, the luxury,
the ambition, and misconduct of these ecclesiastics, who
ought to have supported the dignity of the Church, not
only by their intrinsic merit and virtue, but by the
regularity and decency of their deportment.! If you

1 Fage. Rer. Expet. 1. 417 5 Roscoo, Leo X. ii. 86. Vitcrbo, General of the
Augustinians, made a long speech on the awfol state of Christianity : « Can we
see,” gaid he, ¢ without shedding tears of blood, the disorders and corruption
of the perverse age in which we live ; the monstrans disarders which reign in
morals, the ignorance, ambition, debauchery, libertinism, impiety triumphing in
the Holy Place, whence these shameful vices should be for ever banished,” &e,—
Labb. Qullee. Conce. Gen., xiv. p. 4 3 Diet. des Cone. 273,
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doubt the fact, turn to the decree of the cleventh session
of the same Council, attesting that the ministers of rehi-
gion were accustomed not only to live in a state of
public concubinage, but even to derive a part of their
emoluments from permitting to others a conduct similar
to that in which they themselves indulged.!

A reformation of morals was needed—but what did
the guilty parties to countcract the scandal of their
cnormitics ¥ Why they—the cardinals and they tried
pontiffs of the church—resolved to silence toavert the
reproach by severe denunciations, and exem-
plary punishment. During the pontificate of Sextus
IV., regulations were established for preventing the
printing of any work, excepting such as was previously
licensed by an officer appointed for that purpose.
Even the penalty of excommunication was held forth
against all who should infringe that regulation.?

The vitality of rcligion was no more : without cvon
pagan morality, the churchmen of those days engrafted
the mythology of Paganism on the Christian
faith—such, at least, as they possessed : the
abstruse mysteries and peculiar dogmas of
the Christian faith were elucidated, or enveloped, in
the language of Cicero, or of Virgil; and even the
divine persons of the Trinity and the Holy Virgin
were identified with the divinities of ancient Greece
and Rome. The Father was denominated Jove, or
Jupiter Optimus Maaimus ; the Son, Apollo, or
Zsculapius, and the Virgin, Diana.> The poets of the

Catholico-pa-
gauism,

1 Rosene, ib. * Td. ibid.

* Roscoe. The same writer gives, from the Cicerontamus of Erasmus, the
specimen of a sermon, preached before Pope Julius II., the cardinals and
prelates of his Court. Erasmus was himself present, and his account of the

» 2
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day naturally imbibed the same spirit, or conformed,
with the usual literary cleverness, to the taste of their
readers ; for, perhaps, writers are more influenced by
the taste of the age, than instrumental in its creation,
as is commonly believed. Sanazzaro, the poct, and other
writers of the age, constantly rcfer to the mythology or
fable of the pagan world. On all subjects, sacred or
profane, the pagan providence of gods innumerable,
assumes in their sensual minds the place of that ador-
able Godhead, which only a simple but enlightencd
faith finds adequatc to bestow every blessing we enjoy.
Marullus wrote a scries of hymns addressed, with cvery
sentiment of picty and veneration, to the deities of
ancient Greece and Rome. Bembo styled Christ a Aero.
and the Virgin Mary, the goddess of Lauretto. Nay,
the pope himself, Leo X., tells the kings and princes of

matter will show the extent to which this extraordinary Catholico-paganism was
carried. “ The subject of the discourse was the sufferings and death of Christ.
The orator commenced with an eulogium on the pope, whom he designated as
Jove, and represented as vibrating in his omnipotent right hand the inevitable
lightning, and revulating the concerns of the universe by his nod. 1nadverting
to the death of Christ, he reminded the auudience of the examples of the Decii
and of Qurtius [from the history of pagan Rome], who, for the safety of their
enuntry, devoted themselves to the infernal gods ; nor did he omit to mention,
with due honour, Cecrops, Mencius, Iphigenia |pagan worthies of classie story],
and others who preferred the welfare of their country to their own existence.
In moving his audience to compassionate the fate of the great author of their
religion, he reminded them that the ancients had immortalised their heroes and
benefactors by crecting statues to their memory, or decreeing to them divine
honours ; whilst the ingratitnde of the Jews had treated with every degree of
ignominy the Saviour of mankind, and finally doomed him to the eross. The
death of Christ was then compared with that of other excellent and innocent
men, who had suffered for the public benefit, and reminded the orator of
Socrates and of Phocion, who, without being guilty of any erime, were compelled
Lo perish by the fatal draught; of Epaminondas, who, after all his glorious
deeds, was rcduccd to the nccessity of defending himeclf as & criminal ; o

Scipio, who was rewarded for his incaleulable services hy exile; and of
Aristides, who was compelled to relinquish his country, because he liad heen
dignified with the title of the Just.”— Leo X ii. p. 88,
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Christendom, by Bembo’s classic pen, that he was made
pope “by the favour of the immortal gods—deorum
immortalium bencficiis;” and reproaching the people of
Recanati for the bad quality of the wood they had sent
for building the temple of Loretto, he commands them
to send better, “lest they should seem to mock with
their donation of useless wood, both himself and the
Goddess.”

In the prevalence of doctrinal, as well as practical,
extremes, there is always a middle course followed by
the thinkers of every age. Intellect is more readily
disgusted than sentiment : hence the mass of men are
constantly the tools of influence, which enslaves them
by the feclings. But the intellectual proudly shake
off the specious charm—and in breaking the spell,
rush to that cxtreme which seis the usual appeals to
conventional religionism entirely at defiance. Hence
there arose the Platonists of those days—so called from
the pagan philosopher, whose doctrines secm to approach
the ethics of Christianity., The theory of these intellec-
tuals is thus clearly expressed by an ingenious author :
“Besides the various systems of ethics, physics, and
metaphysics, which may be traced in the writings of
Plato, and his followers, they also contain a system of
theology, differing, as may be expected, in many

} ¢ Ne tum nosg, tum otiam Deam ipsawm inani lignorum inutilium donatione
lusisse videamini.”——Bemb. Epist. lib, viii. ep. 17. See Roscoc, 88 ; Feller,
Bembo ; Bayle, ibid.  Sannazarius calls the Virgin, * the certain hope of men- -
the eertain hope of the goda :**

¢ Tuque adeo spes fida hominum, spes fida deorum.”
De Partu Virgin., 1. 19.
A Greek, but Christian poetess of old, patched up a Life of Christ from detached

verses culled out of Homer : Sannazarins makes Virgil and the Sybils do the
office of the prophet Isaiah in a galinnt strain.
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important points from that of the Romish church. As
opposed to the Christian idea of the Trinity, the Plato-
nists assert the notion of pure Theism, expressly main-
taining the unity of the Divinc Being. Instead of the
rewards of heaven, and the punishments of hell, the
human soul is represented by them as having been
united with imperfect matter, and placed here in a state
of probation ; where, by constant struggling to rise
above the passions of sense, it is at length disengaged
from its degrading combination, and restored to its
original splendour.”! The great patron, and perhaps
the most powerful advocate of this sect, was no other
than Lorenzo de’ Medici, the father of Pope Leo the
Tenth. His writings contain frequent allusions to the
refined notions of the Platonists ; and his picces on
religious subjects, instead of conforming to the dogmas
of the Church, are evidently founded on, and greatly
illustrate, the principles of this theology. It was, there-
fore, natural that the pope himself should be favourable
to the Platonists, as was generally supposed. Men of
talent and learning became the avowed teachers of those
opinions, and the inculcation of them was established as
a branch of education, in almost every university of
Italy. Scepticism and indiffercnce followed as a matter
of course; and church-discipline was relaxed. The
causc was apparent : but the remedy aggravated the
evil. The Church spoke : it was declared by a solemn
decree that the soul was immortal, and that different
bodies are not actuated by a portion of the same soul,
but that ecach has a soul peculiar to itself? How could
enactments stom the tendencies of an age—the strong

T Rosene, ib. * 1d. 90, Vith Lat. Sess. 8.



IGNATIUS. 39

impulse of society ? The greatest sensualism was com-
bined with high intellectual development.

Not alone to the classical enthusiasm of the times is
this perversion of sacred things to be attributed. We
must not forgot the famous * Mysteries,” .
and “ Moralities,” or rcligious comedies of 3:?: < Mine.

1 . cle-plays,”
preceding centuries. These were under the .4 «Mor-
management of the clergy—and performed 1
by the people. Their subjects were all the most
solemn mysteries of the Christian faith, tangibly repre-
sented, and outrageously familiarised to the “meanest
capacities.” It was—rcligion for the million. A scaf-
fold was erected with the three stages, one above
the other. The highest was Heaven—the lowest was
Hell—and the middle was Purgatory, To represent
divine angor or displeasurc, an organ was placed in
“Paradise ;” which also served to accompany the choirs
of the “angels” in their song. DBencath the scaffold a
monstrous dragon was constructed, whose mouth opened
and shut as it belched forth the “devils” upon the
stage, or received them at their cxit. This was to
represent the gulf of hell. To cnhance the effect, cul-
verins and cannons were introduced, pour faire noise et
tempéte—to make an infernal clatter and roar.' God
the Father and God the Son, and the Holy Ghost were
among the “ personages ™ enacted. The divine persons
delivered speeches in octosyllabics. In onc of these
Mysteries, entitled, Z%e Nativity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Creation of Man is represented ; and we find
the following directions :—— Here God takes some mud,
and pretends to make Adam ; and let Adam and Eve

1 Mysteres Inddits du XVémne Siecle, Preface.  Paris, 1837,



40 HISTORY OF THE JESUITS.

be covered up with a covering, and let God say : Adam,
get up,” &c.!

Such exhibitions were universal. They furnished
amusement to the Christians of these days. All were
mvited to join in the celebration, which meaterialised
spirituals.

In the sixteeuth century, however, if the great, the
learned, and the priesthood, had paganised their Chris-
tianity, as we have seen, what must have been
the moral notions of the lower orders? Iun
effect we arc assured, whilst the higher classes adopted
notions of an anti-religious tendency, the common people
were sunk into almost heathenish superstition, secking
salvation in mechauical devotion. What was young
Luther’s amazement when he visited Italy! At the
momeul when the sacrifice of the mass was accomplished,
the priests blurted out blasphemies in which they denied
it! In Rome it was a characteristic of good society to
dispute the fundamental principles of Christianity. “ One
passes no longer,” says Bandino, “for an accomplished
man, unless he entertain some erroneous and herctical
opinion of the doctrines of the church.” ? At court they
spoke of the institutions of the Catholic church, of passages
of the Holy Scriptures, only in a tone of jesting : the
mysteries of faith were held in derision.? Strange it is
that it was at Rome where the mine was sprung, ready

Results.

1 @ Cy preingne Dieu du limon et face semblant de faire Adam ; et Adam et
Eve soient couvert d’ un couvertour, et Dieu dic: Adam, va sus, que jele
vueily”’ &e.—Mystéres, ii. 5. This curious work should be studicd for the sake
of its Church History. Rome is painted in her sport as much as in her sober
sadness and fury. See Sismondi, i. 231 ; Penny Cyclopeedis, ix. 416, ef s2q.

? &Tn qunel tempo non pareva fosse galantuomo o buon cortegiano colui cho
de’ dogmi della Chiesa non aveva qualehe opinione erronca ed heretica.”-—M§.

Life of Paul V. apud Ranke, p. 22 3 Ranke, p. 22.
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to engulf Church autbority in ruin. It was there that
religious doubt began-—or at Florence, or at Venice : it
was in these mighty strongholds of Catholicism that the
human mind was shaking off all doctrinal subjection—
disdaining every mental yoke— caring for no man.”
Catholics admit the fact. “ Gay, licentious, incredulous,
the mind of these cities made a jest of all things—
Christianity, morality, the clergy, and the popes them-
selves. Its organs were Dante, who hurls popes into
hell—Petrarch, who calls Rome a prostitute—and even
the monk Baptista of Mantua, who sang the Lozes of the
Priests! Their books, though forbidden by censure,
circulated at Rome under Jultus II. and Leo X., and
were in the libraries of most of the cardinals: Sadolet
and Bembo ? knew long passages ‘by heart, which
they amused themsclves by reciting.”* The infanous
Pietro Aretino was Leo’s acknowledged friend.*

Other imnportant elements of change arrcst attention.
Nobles and the “ Church” had hitherto been leagued
together in mastering the people. The latter
were now to mount a step in the social crea-
tion—middle ranks were forming—that cver-
powerful “interest” in every kingdom—the very bank

The spirit of
transition,

! Baptista wrote these verses :
“ Vivere qui sancté cupitis, discedite ;—Romse
Omonia ¢im liceant, non licet esse bonum.’”

“ You who desire to lead a holy life, depurt ; at Rome, though all things may be
done, it is not permitted to be virtuous” DBut see Egl. V., ed. 1503. Baptista
diedin 1516. e had been general of the Carmelite moonks, whom he tried in
wain to reform ; and rosigned his hopcless charge to devote himself to lilerature,
Feller, Biog. Univ.

¢ Bembo had been the lover of La Morosina, and Lucretia Borgia, Alexander
the Sixth’s licentions danghter. It is not quite clear that Bembo perfected his
morality as much as his latinity (for which he was famous), when he became a
cardinal. The contrary is morc probable.

3 Audin, Luther, Introd. 4 Sismondi, i. 433.
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of power, and the nation’s heart. Meanwhile, recall the
events that had just befallen in the history of man. The
Spirit of Transition was walking the earth, apparently
wild and reckless, but still guided by that adorable Provi-
dence which never permits man to do all the ¢vil he would,
and turns his very evil deeds into blessings, or, rather,
mitigates evil, and expands good far beyond the inten-
tion of its instruments. At the epoch to which we are
hastening, IIcaven was nearer to earth: enlightenment
was about to come down unto mcn. A momentous
strife was about to commence. Man’s destinies being
suspended—dependant on his will. All might choose ;
but how many would choose aright? For themselves,
sclfishly, men scemed to work : but Providence beheld
them in their labours—suffered them to work as they
listed, but guided results for the universal good. In the
strife of selfishness—that is, in the strife of the world—
we see nothing but evil whilst we are present at the
conflict, and arc, perchance, suffercrs: but a generation
has no sooner passed away, than we perceive how a
merciful good God can modify, nay, totally change the
effects of evil with regard to nations as with individuals.
Abuses grow, fester, and rot in the heart of society.
Socicty, like nature, strives to shake off the slough of
disease. In the cffort there is suffering; but hope
mitigates cvery human pang.

How to convey in a few words an adequate idea of
this period in the sixteenth century—that century of
o sixteenth novelties, or revivals of antiquitics! Wonderful
century cha-  inventions or improvements in the imple-
racterised. . , . . .

ments of mind—startling discoveries of un-
known regions, peopled with strange brothers of the
human family ! The discovery of a new planet, in its dim
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and distant orbit, produces even in this comparatively
enlightened age, considerable excitement; but what
must have been the effect of the discovery of a “new
world” in the minds and hearts of men, then just an-
nounced, in thosc days of ignorance in the masses, and
avarico and ambition in the great? What a subject
for speculation! Iow it absorbed attention—exagge-
rated hope—multiplied schemes—expanded desire !

On the other hand, the chain of human events from
the fourth or fifth century had passed onwards with its
links of iron, brass, and silver, and had reached
the point whence it must continue its course in
gold, or something like it. The revival of know-
ledge in the fifteenth and sixtecenth centuries was only the
result of a serics : but events which thronged fast and
vast in effects, expanded the movement. Any movement
in socicty, when onee begun, is surc to find a thousand
motives in the hearts of men for its continuance, until
another usurps its place in the restless mind of humanity.
Expelled from the East by the congquests of the Turks
in possession of Constantinople, the learned men of
Greece had sought refuge in Italy. Once morc did
Italy receive the arts from Greece. Pagan Italy had
been enlightened by pagan Greece, and now again,
Christian Italy was regenerated by Christian Greece.'
If this fact proves the innate tendency of Rome to
degenerate, it also attests the bounty of Providence, whick
never tires in Javishing blessings on ungrateful and per-
verso humanity. Cosmo and Lorenzo do” Modici rose at
Florence, the noble, generous, and enlightened lovers

The revival of
knowledge.

! See Roseoe, Lorenzo ; Spalding’s Italy, &e. ii. ; Sismondi, Hist. View, 1.
Andres, Dell” Origine—d’ ogni Letterat, 1. e. xil. ; Tirabosehi, Storia delia Lett.
Ital, vols, V. VI,
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and benefactors of science. Popes and Kkings were
dazzled by the light suddenly blazing around, and
rejoiced in its manifostation, for they did not foresee
consequences about to ensue in the misty future.* More
than five-and-twenty universities in the various capitals
of Europe were founded in the fifteenth century ; begin-
ning with that of Turin in 1405, to that of Copenhagen
in 14972 The art of printing, rapidly advancing from
its rough beginning, soon multiplied the learned pages of
antiquity, and students feasted thercon like bees after
their wintor-sleep. Their minds hitherto had scarcely
felt hunger : there had been nothing to sharpen or
tempt its appetite ; but now, it was an honour to be
learned, ignorance had lost its fascination. Men dugup
the Herculaneum of antiquity, and feasted on the musty
relics.  Not like the school-boy at his task, nor the fire-
less modern commentator at his plodding, were the
students of the Revival. They drank in the spirit of
antiquity as they found it in the perfect page—free,
noble, generous, gushing—and they strove to transform
themsclves into the minds which they so ardently

! There was a curious exception. Paul II, pope of Rome, in the middle of
the X Vil century, became alarmed at the spirit of rescarch and inquiry which
characterised the new philosophers. e felt how greatly the rupid progress of
knowledge might contribute to shake the authority of the Church ; and he con-
sidered the devotion of these scholars to antiquity, as a general conspiracy
against the state and the holy faith. The academy of which Pomponius Leetus
was the head, and Plating a member, seemed particularly to merit his atteution.
All the members were arrested, imprisoned, and tortured. One of them expired
under his sufferings, The pope declared that any person who should even name
the academy, either seriously ur in jesi, should be considered a heretic. The
academicians were kept in prison a year, and when released their innocence was
not acknowledged. Sismondi, Hist. View, i. 405

? The rapid succossion of their dates shows the intellectual movement of the
age : University of Turvin, 1405 ; Leipzig, 1400 ; Aix, 1409 ; St Andrews,
1411 ; Rostock, 1419 ; Louvain, 1426 ; Poitiers, 1431, &e.
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admired. To them antiquity was unveiled in all its
elevated characters, its severe laws, its energetic vir-
tues, its beautiful and engaging mythology ; its subtle
and profound philosophy, its overpowering eloquence,
delightful poetry.

Unquestionably the growing pursuit of knowledge
was unfavourable to the spirit of the religion then esta-
blished : simply because it generated the Spirit
of Inquiry. Now it was impossible that the [hesmirt of
numberless abuses to which I have directed
your aftention, in the Church establishment of these
times, could stand the test of inquiry. Paul II., there-
fore, who persecuted knowledge in its votaries, was wisc
in his generation—was consistent. The popes who
favoured its pursuit were springing a mine under Rome:
they knew not what they were doing.

That intellectual extravagance in the matter of reli-
gious opinion attended the development of mind is also
certain, but it did not result from knowledge in itself.
It was the result of a comparison. When the mind
was trained to see and judge for itself, it made that
dreadful discovery which proves that we have been
miserably fooled by our self-appointed teachers and
preachers : when we see no correspondence of practice
with theory ; when we see even in their theory nothing
but flat absurdity, because irrational. Knowledge can
never be unfavourable to truc religion. To the abuses
of religion it is always a death-blow. Drivileges and
prerogatives advance against it, and strive to extirpate
it as the germ of “heresy” and “infidelity.” At the
period in question what found the stndent ta feed his
intellectual cravings, in the libraries of the monks ?

! Sismondi, Hist, View, i. 310,
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Absolutely nothing besides the works of ancient Greece
and ancient Rome. The legends of the middle ages,
amusing, or rather edifying, as they are to our modern
sentimentalists, had no attractions for men who were
completely sick of fooleries.  Action, real action, was the
stirring watchword of the times ; good or bad, action
was the aim of all. Models were preferred from Plu-
tarch ; “legends” were left for the moderns.! Existing
abuses and inconsistencies disgusted the student with
“ gpirituality ;” the concerns of society and nature
becameo his refuge. It was a reaction produced by the
system that was doomed most to suffer from the result.

Another cause of this disgust was religious perse-
cution, directed against those who ventured to attack
the abuses of the Church. In the beginning of the
century John Huss and Jerome of Prague were burnt at
Constance ; Savonarola and his two companions cxpe-
rienced the same fate at Florence, towards the end
of the century. The followers of Huss were guilty of
great excesses in striving to enforce liberty of con-
science at the point of the sword; but the lot that
awaited every “heretic,” not a courtier at Rome, was
certainly calculated to make men desperate. Ferdinand
the Catholic introduced the Inquisition into Spain in
1478, to put down all manner of heresy, and scarcely
was it cstablished, when two thousand persons, chicfly
Jews, were burnt by order of the grand inquisitor, John
de Torquemada.?

1 To wit, Alban Butler (* Lives of the Saints ), and Kenelm Digby (¢ Ages of
Faith ? and % Broad Stone of Honour ™), works that may be called the romance
of the popedom, compiled to veil its Zéstory at the present day, when it would be
glad if men would all forget what it has been, and what it has done in the game
of the world.

® Zopf. ii. 023. ¢ The great number of persons condemncd to be burnt,
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This was very inconsistent conduct for « Christians.”
They ought to have remembered what their forefathers
suffcred under the Pagan persecutions. They should
have also remembered the reswlt of these persecutions—
the futility of the attempt to enforce belief. But scarcely
had the Pagans ceased to persecute the Christians, than
the latter began to persecute each other for “heresy,”
or differences in matters of religious belief. From age
to age similar manifestations called forth similar methods
for ensuring orthodoxy ; and although the human mind
was destined ever to react against oligarchical authority
in the matter of conscience, ever impelled fo reject at
the hands of man what it can receive from God,—still
Rome continued to persecute, continued to defend her
system in all its rigid exclusiveness, giving a hideous
example to all ages, which we shall see too eagerly fol-
lowed by those who should have shrunk with horror from
the Pagan model.!

Thus, then, we see something like indifference to the
tenets of the Church, combined with a rigid maintenance
of “the letter of the law,” amidst universal The palitical
depravity in the pastors of the people ; or, if attitude of
that tcrm be too severe, a pretty general the popedorn.

falling off in the matter of morality amongst the

obliged the prefect of Seville to construct a seaffold of stone in a field near the
town, named Tablada. This scaffold was called Quemadero, and still exists.
Four statues of plaster were erecled vn it, aud bore the name of the Four
Prophets. The condemned persons were eithcr fastened to these statues, or
enclosed slive in them, and perished by a slow and horrible death.)—
Llovente, c. v,

1 See Chandler’s « History of Persecution, in Four Parts, viz. : I. Amongst
Heathens ; 11. Under the Christian Emperors ; III. Under the Papacy and
Inquisition ; IV. Amongsit Drotestants.” A right good book it is, were it only
for its Iast section, viz., * 'The Christian religion absolutely condemns persecution
for conscience-sake ; ” and Chandler proves the proposition most triumphantly.
I need not say that his argument is founded on the words of Christ himself.
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clergy. This was not all. Of late years, it might
be fifty, the popedom had heen striving to assume
a prominent attitude in the politics of Europe. This
was evident to all the princes of the time. It was
perhaps fortunate for the popedom, when Leo X. was
elected, since he managed to creatc a sort of diver-
sion to the game of politics, by favouring the intellectual
tendencies of the age. Still the memory of the past
was not obliterated. The political exertions of Alex-
ander VI, the mad efforts of Julius IL, were warning
facts to the sovereign states of Europe, which had
trembled anon at the sight of the papal sword—France,
Venice, and Germany. Whatever movement might
arise, likely to curb the pretensions of the Roman court,
was sure to meet encouragement from the crafty poli-
ticians of the time-—and all who hoped to profit by
changc—always eager to turn the tide of popular opinion,
—that mighty Moloch, — against their encroaching,
exclusive, and absorbing enemy. For,—
How stood the interesting matter of femporalities—
“the loaves and the fishes”—in the time of Leco’s
greatest magnificence ? Beautiful to see, and
Theowm™ highly tempting to taste. Divinely liberal,
or desperately prodigal in his stewardship,
no man more than Leo X. cver made so many
friends with the Mammon of unrighteousness. He
aggrandised his friends ; he lavished wealth wupon
his favourites. It seemed as though the Church
was honoured—was made beautiful by the tinsel
of magnificence which the Supreme Pontiff threw
around her shoulders, and hung upon her members.
It may have been so; but how defend the human

heart in such boundless opportunities of enjoyment,—in
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the midst of such temptations 2 Consider the numerous
benefices, rich abbeys, and other ecclesiastical prefer-
ments bestowed upon the cardinals and the great
dignitaries of the church. They frequently amounted
to a princely sum, and a prelate was considered com-
paratively poor, whose annual income did not amount
to eight or ten thousand ducats. On the death of
Sixtus della Rovere,! the nephew of Sixtus IV, in the
year 1517, Leo appointed his cousin, Giulio de Medici,
vice-chancellor of the holy sec ; this office alone brought
him annually twelve thousand ducats. Nor was it only
within the limits of Italy that the cardinals and prelates
of the church derived their wealth and dignities. A#
Europe was then tributary to the Roman see. Many of
these fortunate ecclesiastics, whilst they passed their
days amidst the luxuries and armusements of Rome,
supported their rank, and supplied their dissipation by
contributions from the remotest parts of Christendom.
The number of benefices held by an individual was
limited only by the will of the pontiff; and by an
ubiquity, which, though abstractedly impossible, has
been found actually and substantially true, the same
person was frequently at the same time an arch-
bishop in Germany, a bishop in France or England,
an abbot or a prior in Poland or in Spain, and a
cardinal at Rome. The example of the pontiff was the
eriterion of all, In magnificent display. The chiefs
and princes of the church vied with cach other in the
grandeur of their palaces, the sumptuousness of their

! The annual income of this debauched ecclesiastic amounted to more than
40,000 dueats, althongh he was so ignorant as not to be able to write or read :
to which it is added, in allusion to the disease under which he laboured, that
“ab umbilico ad plantas pedum totwn perditus, ut nec stare nec ineedere
posset.” —Fabron, Leo X., p. 287 1 Roceoe, Leo X, ii. 440,

YuL. 1. B
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apparel, the elegance of their entertainments, the num-
ber and respectability of their attendants. Such were
the golden days of Leo’s pontificate. Splendid indeed
in the eyes of the world—admirable beyond expression
—enviable without parallel—but the handwriting was
on the wall—all might read who had eyes to see, that a
Jjudgment was impending on the abuse of the “sacred
vessels ; ” the utter worldliness of those to whom they
were intrusted. And the fatal hour was come—the
dread hour of universal retribution, as far as the church
was concerned.

The man who could squander away a hundred thou-
sand ducats amongst the populace at his coronation,
Leoini, ~ Plainly told the world by that wretched
vaniof - piece of prodigality, that the time would

; como whon his pocket would be empty.
Leo never deviated from that first example. Follow-
ing up that beginning, he had lavished profusely
enormous sums on public buildings, on his relatives, his
courtiers, and the professors of learning, to say nothing
of his buffoons and other minions. About the year
1516, Leo was in want of money. There was a deficit
in his treasury.? In a very urgent letter to the king of
England, he wrote, saying : “ Sincc money is the sinew
of war, to collect some, I have adopted that plan sug-
gested by Maximilian in lis letter, a copy of which I
send with certain additions, which appear proper to

! Roscoe, ii. 81,

? This is universally admitted. Maimbourg, the Jesuit, adds a reflection :
“ His treasury was exhausted by the excessive expenses which he incurred by
all sorts of display, which much more suited a powerful monarch of the earth than
the vicar of Him whose kingdom is not of this world. ”—* Qui ctaient beaucoup
plus d'un puissant monarque de la terve que du vieaire de Celui dont le roysume
nest pas de ce monde.”— Hist. du Lutheran. p. 18.
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expedite and facilitate the measure ; so that you may
give it your approbation, if you can; or give me your
reasons if you dissent, and suggest a better plan. But
I think you will easily acquiesce ; for I know your dis-
position and liberality.”* This letter proves the want of
money for political purposes, at least ; so far it is con-
clusive, if it has no referonce to the expedient adopted
by Leo to collect money. From all that we have read
in the foregoing pages, it must be evident that the pope
needed money for other purposcs as well. According
to Catholic writers, the building of St. Pcter’s church
was the pontiff’s object in the cxpedient which we are
about to consider. If so, it was an ominous fact that
the honour intended for the supposed founder of the
Roman see should give occasion to its greatest loss and
utter predicament. Without entering upon the countro-
versy, we will confine ourselves to the fact, for that alone
is, in this history, of importance. The expedient
adopted by Leo was to preach “Indulgences” to the
Christian world, which would be ¢ gained” by the
faithful by their paying a certain sum of money. To
the generality of readers an explanation is required.

“ Many of you,” says a distinguished dignitary of the
Roman church, “many of you have probably heard,
that this word signifies a license to sin, given
even beforchand for sins to be perpetrated : view of
at any rate a frec pardon for past sins. This ™ ©
is, in fact, the most lenient form in which our doctrine
is popularly represented. And yet, mitigated as it is, it
is far from correct. For, I fear, many here present will

! «Deinde, quoniam nummi quasi nervi bellorum sunt, ad eos cogendos eam
prope rationem inire nobis placuit, de qua,” &e.— Bembi Epist, xiv, 3).

52
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be inclined to incredulity, when I tell them that it is no
pardon for sin of any sort, past, present, or future.! What,
then, is an Indulgence ?”’? The compact and nimble
answer of the Jesuit, Maimbourg, shall have the prefer-
ence (o the doctor’s long lecture.  “ The beliof of Catho-
lics,” says the Jesuit, “ has ever heen that the Son of
Grod has given to his church the power of absolving the
penitent sinner, not cnly from the bonds of his sins, by
the merits of the passion of Jesus Christ, applied to himn
in the sacrament of penance;3 but also from the
bonds of the penalty which he ought to endure in this
world or the next, in order to satisfy divine justice
for the sins which he has committed after baptism. This
is called an Indulgence, and it is never given cxcept in
making full satisfaction to God, by the infinite price
of the sufferings of his Son, which are olfered to him
for the payment of that debt. Thus, St. Paul* at
the prayer of the Corinthians, set aside, in the case
of the incestuous sinner whom he had excommuni-
cated. the remainder of the penalty which he ought to
have suffered for so great a crime ;—and thus the
bishops of the first ages® gave peace to apostates, and
reconciled them to the church, by shortening the dura-
tion of the regular penances, through the intercession
of the martyrs, and in consideration of their sufferings,
united to those of the Saviour of the world, which made

1 And yet we find that one of the charges brought by the Couneil of Constance
against Pope John XXIII., was « that he had empowered his legates to establish
confessors who might give absolution from all sins and penaltics (absolrere
possent & prend et culpd) on payment of a certain sum of money.”—Conc. Const.
Sess. 11, art. 22 ; Maimb. p. 20. Thus do polemics invariably fling plausible
theory in the face of stubborn facts

* Dr. Wiseman's Leet. on the Prineip. Doet. 1i, p. 71,

3 Matt, xvi., xviii. 4 2 Cor. ii. 5 Tertull. aud Cypr. passine.
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them precious before God ... Clement VI, in his
Decretal, or Constitution, gencrally received by the
whole church, declares, in explanation of this dogma of
faith, that Jesus Christ has left us an infinite treasury of
merits and superabundant satisfaction of his passions, of
those of the Holy Virgin, who was innocence itself, and
of the saints, who have made satisfaction by their volun-
tary penances, or by their martyrdom, much “beyond
what they had deserved in penalties for their sins,
remitted in the sacrament of penance. Morcover, the
pastors of the church, and particularly the popes, who
arc the sovereign distributors of that treasure, can apply
1t to the living, by the power of the keys, and to the
dead, by the way of intercession, to deliver them from
the penalty duc to their sins, by draining and offering to
God, from that trcasury. as much as is sufficicnt to
pay that debt.”! Thus, we arc assured, Christ and
St. Paul were the original inventors of indulgences ; we
are now to be told, on the same authority, who were the
abusers of that most curious prerogative. * Weo must
admit,” continues the Jesuit Maimbourg, “that as the
holiest things may be abused, considerably serious abuses
have, from all times, crept into the distribution of these
graces of the church, or these indulgences. In effect,
St. Cyprian often complains of these abuses ;—some-
times that the martyrs gave their letters [of grace]
to all sorts of sinners ;—sometimes, that the bishops
gave these indulgences too soon, and too casily ;—and
sometimes, that martyrs and simple priests had the pre-
sumption to give the indulgence, which only bishops had
the power to concede.” Tortullian and Novatian, and

1 Maimb, Hist. du Lutheran. p. 15, ¢t siq.
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others of the early church, had lifted up their voices
against this abuse, which seemed to them, very natu-
rally, too closcly allied to the use to be effectually fore-
fended, and they attacked the doctrine itself of indul-
gences, wisely, as we believe, but “ brutally,” according
to the Jesuit.! As often as money was required for any
object really or apparently connected with the intercsts
of religion, they were offered to the people. As men
give with less reluctance when they are left to their own
option than when compelled by force, the expedient
generally succeeded. But the money was frequently
diverted from its original destination, and found its way
into the private coffers of the pontiff, or into the trea~
suries of the secular princes. The office of collecting the
contributions was committed to inferior agents, called
questors, whose interest it was—as they received a per-
centage on the amount—to exaggerate the advantages
of the indulgonce, and to imposc on the simplicity and
credulity of the people. “It is indeed true,” adds
Dr. Lingard, “that, to prevent such abuses, severe con-
stitutions, or mandates, had been cnacted by several
popes ; but these laws were either not enforced, or had
fallen into disuse. Those who bewailed the evil saw
little hopc of a remedy from pontiffs, who seemed
to have forgotten their spiritual character in their
ardour to frce Italy from the dominion of strangers,
and to aggrandise, at the same time, their respective
families.” 2

Pope Leo X. was, perhaps, a great prince, without,
however, possessing those venerable qualities which we

1 «Comme ils ont fait brutalement.”—Maimb. Hist. du Lutheran. p. 18,
2 Ling. Hist. of Eng. vi. 89.
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should admire in a great, or rather, a good pope.! It
is difficult to resist temptation when public opinion
makes fruition easy. After the example of Leo’ tempt-
Pope Julius IL, in a similar dilemma— ing ffo"‘;’m
want of money—he resorted to the inex- ' hssster
haustible treasury of which we have been rcading,
and announced its opening, for a “ consideration.”
Besides the graces spiritual, he offered permission to
eat eggs and cheese during Lent, which were then
prohibited—a sensual “indulgence” rather more tempt-
ing than the meat spiritual. Again, owing to certain
delicate feelings, it was sometimes, and is still, perhaps,
rather inconvenient for penitents to repeat the same
sinful tale over and over to the parish priest. Leo
craftily appealed to this delicacy : he would give per-
mission to the generous faithful to choose any father-
confessor they pleased ; all provided they contributed
to “the building of St. Peter’s,” which, by a very slight
equivocation, might mean anything or any purpose
selected by him who sat on the throne of St. Peter.
In effect, it is positively asserted that Leo apportioned
to his sister, Maddalena Cybo,? the products of the
indulgence-gsale in Saxony, and the surrounding country
as far as the Baltic. His motive was respectable,
though the means were scandalous ; he wished to
reward the Cybos for the great succours which they

L «]1fit €clater toutes lcs perfections d’un grand Prince, sans avoir toutes celles
d'un grand Pape,” saysthe Jesuit Maimbourg : but another Jesuit, Father Isla,
in his very amusing novel £ray Gerundio, inakes one of his characters call Leo
“ that crafty pope,” aquel conchudo pape : but he adds in a parenthesis, % God
forgive me!" (Dios me lo perdone). T. i lib. i p. 191. However, see
Roscoo’s eatimate uf Leo's charvacter, ii. 387, ¢f sey.

? Her husband was the natural son of Pope Innocent VIII., who, in compli-
ment or complement of that marriage, had made Leo a cardival in his fourtecnth
year—=Sarpi, b, i
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had granted him in his carly adversity, when compelled
to leave Ilorcnce and take refuge at Genoa! It is
painful to behold gratitude, if that was the popc’s only
motive, inducing the prostitution of a sacred thing to
suit political purposes; but the practice is still invete-
rate ; nor can we wonder at Leo’s conduct, if the highest
dignities of the English church may, by prerogative, be
conforred with motives similar, if not identical. The
Jesuit Pallavicino treats the grant to Maddalena as a
calumny sent forth by Guicciardini and echoed by
Sarpt ; but, as though conscious of its truth, Le labours
at a justification, or at lcast an extenuation, if the fact
be granted.? According to the usual practice, decidedly
it was “justifiable,” for amongst the prodigal benefac-
tions lavished by Leo ou the occasion of Lorenzo (¢’
Medici’s marriage with Madelaine de la Tour, he con-
ceded to the king of France, in addition to the tenths
of the French benefices, all the contributions that should
be obtained in France towards the projected crusade
against the Turks, the king promising to repay the
amount when that expedition should be actually com-
menced :3 a mere formal condition, which, however,
gave the simony something like a right of being made
the matter of a document, worthy to be placed in the
avchives and papal registers,  But the grant to Madda-
lena could scarcely be made on any plausible conditions;

! Dipl. Leon. lib, iii. ; Dipl. Secret. lib. i, ii. ; Sadolet. Lib. i. ep. 1. ; Guiceiard.
1ib. xiii. ; Maimb. p. 19 ; Sacpi, ubi supra.

% “Quod ipeum, si verum foret, fuisset vituperatione dignum ob specicn
quandam potius foeditatis, non tamen quod ea inesset enormitas reipeé, quam
spevies pree se ferret, ae supponit Suavis.”—Lib. i e. iil. 2.

¥ Roseoe, Leo X ii. 194, Trecisely similar is Pallavieino’s special pleading on
the present oceasion: “1td, si verc affirmetur ea largitio, Leoni contigisset,
aduitent! rependere sorori, quidguid familia Ciho cui nupta fucrat, sibi jam
impenderat in priveti atgue infortunaty ipsivs conditione,”— i siwpra.
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consequently, no document cxisted to attest the fact.
On the absence of this proof, Pallavicino, following
Contelori, founds his denial ; but the Jesuit, more than
all other men, must have known right well that there
was such a thing as a vive vocis oraculum among the
pope’s prerogatives—a “verbal oracle” by which the
pope often conferred peculiar grants and privileges.
This method is always a secret confined to the giver
and receiver. The grant in question was doubtless of
the kind ; and, as Henke observes, “archives are not
likely to give any information respecting the fact,”
which could not be excused by any one, except a
partisan and a Jesuit.!

Whatever was to be done with the sacred proceeds
of the indulgences, certain it is that they were duly
published in Germany. Tetzel, a Dominican gy, 10
friar, was appointed to proclaim the boon. proceedings.
His brethren rapidly sprcad over Saxony. Some, not
content with their sermons from the pulpit, offered
indulgences in the streets and markets, in taverns
and private houses.? Tetzel cxecuted his trust with
the most shameless contempt of all decency. There
was no sin, however monstrous, which an indulgence
could not remit; “and even if any one, which is
doubtless impossible, had offered violence to the blessed
Virgin Mary, mother of God,” cried Tetzcl, “let him
pay, only let him pay well, and all will be forgiven
him.”3  Erasmus declared that the monks spoke of

1 Sarpi, lib. i.; Pallav, lib. L; Rose. ii.; Ling. vi. 80. Lingard says that the
grant “is shown to be false by Pallavicino :” but the Jesuit only denies it, and
on the grounds above given, Maddalena certainly appeinted the avaricious
Arembaldo to collect her monies ; and the bishop (for such he was) performed
his Jduty with miserly extortion. Guice. lib. xii. * Ling. vi. 1.

¥ See large oxtracts from his sermons in IV Aubignés Reform. i, 241,
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indulgences in a manmer that even idiots could not
endure.! The indulgences were farmed; they were
sold in the gross to the best bidders, and were by
them dispersed amongst retail pedlars of pardons, who
resorted to public houses, exhibited their wares, picked
the pockets of the credulous, and spent the money at
the gaming-table, or in more scandalous objects which
need not be mentioned. “ These abuses are related by
so many celebrated authors,”” says the Jesuit Maim-
bourg, “who have written on the subject in terms
much stronger than mine, in all manner of languages,
in Latin, French, Italian and German, that an historian
who would undertake to suppress them would find it
difficult to succced in the attempt.” 2

Tetzel and his indulgences roused Luther and his
reformation. Luther wag a monk, and would probably

Marin  Dave died a monk, but for these samc in-

Luther.  dulgences. Intellectual and religious freedom
gleamed from amidst these abuses like the beams
of the morning sun athwart the mist of the valley.
We should forget the disgraccful abuses, thankful
indeed for their issue. They brought to life a Martin
Luther. A man, he was, laid up for a great occasion :
a hard, indefatigable, German student, working and
waiting for ho knew not what—but working and
waiting still—for he felt his destiny. And who was
this famous Martin Luther * “ Not the son of an
incubus—a foul demon,”—says the Jesuit Maimbourg,
“ as some assert, to make him more odious, without
the least appearance of truth ; and it had never been

! Epist. ad Alb. Mag, p. 422, Sec Ling. ii. 91 ; Maimb. 21.
? 1list. du Luther, p. 22, Sece Guice. lib. xiii. ; Thuan. lib. i.; Sarpi, lib. i.;
Blunt, Reform. in Engl. 98 ; Henko, ii.; Chais, Lettres Hist. iii.
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doubted until he became a leader of heresy, which he
might well become, without its being necessary, for that
purpose, to substitute a devil in the place of his father,
John Luder, and to dishonour his mother, Margaret
Lindermann, by a birth so infamous.”* And yet such
a monstrosity was actually believed possible. Yes, it
was believed, and inculcated by the learned casuists, that
a devil could be the veritable father of a man. The
case is specified in the code of the Jesuit-casuists.?
Luther’s parents were poor : but he received a good
education. At the age of twenty he surpassed all his
companions in intellect and learning. He became a
monk, scared, it is said, by a thunderbolt, or rendered
thoughtful of the future by the sudden death of a friend.
He proved to be a valuable acquisition to the monks,
and honoured the Order, which was that of St. Augustin.
He preached with applause—taught philosophy with
approbation—and transacted important business for his
Order, at Rome, with so much skill and integrity, that,
on his return, they made him a doctor. He was then in
his thirtieth year—ready with his wits, subtle, naturally
eloquent, elegant and polished in his diction, indefati-
gably laborious, and such a veteran in study that he
passed whole days without sparing a moment to swallow
a morsel. What did he study so intemsely ¢ The
languages, tho * Fathers,” particularly St. Augustin.
Nothing in these, certainly, to lead him whither he was
destined to go: but, with such a heart, and will, and
mind, as he possossed, they served the effeciual purpose
of intellectual training capable of being fruitful on any

! Hist. du Luther, p. 24.

? Sa, verb. Luauriz, num. 6. The passages arc totally unfit for quotation even
in Latin.
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and every occasion, which was all that was wanted for
Martin Luther. Look at the man—strong, robust, ade-
quate to any amount of labour—a bilious and sanguine
temperament, whercof all heroes have been compounded
-——an cye piercing and all on fire—a voice sweet in the
calm, but terrible in the storm, of the soul. Would you
hear an enemy’s description of this mighty man? You
will smile, and through the mist of rancorous detestation,
catch a glimpse of the vital rays which a jaundiced eye
for itself bedaubs. “His look was haughty, intrepid,
bold ;: but he could soften it down when he wished,
to counterfeit humility and austerity, which was very
seldom. There was, above all, in his soul, a great fund
of pride and presumption, which inspired him with con-
tempt for everything that did not coincide with his
sentiments, and that spirit of brutal insolence with
which he outrageously treated all those who opposed
his heresy, without respecting ecither king, cmperor,
pope, or all that is most sacred and inviolable on earth.
He was incapable of retracting what he once asserted.
He was irritable, vindictive, imperious, always wishing
to be the master, and eager to distinguish himself by
the novelties of his doctrine, which he wished to establish
in his school on the ruins of those of the greatest
geniuses—to wit, Aristotle, St. Thomas, Scotus, St. Bona-
venture, and the other scholastics, who, he said, had
corrupted true philosoplyy, and the solid truths of Chris-
tian theology. Such is the veritable character of Martin
Luther, in which we may say there was a great
mixture of some good qualities and many bad ones, and
that he was still more debauched in mind than in morals
and his manner of life, which always passed for regular
enough whilst hie lived in the cloister before his heresy,
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which gave the finish to the corruption of his mind and
heart.”* I confess that this Jesuit-portraiturc of Luther
seems to me far more creditable to the man of history
than all the panegyries of his party. 1t is an original
character : harshly, savagely cxprossed * brutally,” if
I may borrow from the Jesuit,—but the elements thus
distorted were splendidly adapted to the sphere from
which he was destined to uproot

Perverse, all monstrous, all prodigious things,
Abominable, unutterable, and worse

Than fables yes have feign’d, or fear conceived,
Gorgons, and 1lydras, and Chimeeras dire.*

There is no cvidence to show that Luther had any
intention, at first, to push matters to extremities ; but
his was not a nature to shrink from the flashing blade of
defiance at any moment, in any place, at any disad-
vantage. [ractus dllabatur orbis—Iimpavidum  ferient
ruine : the pagan impiety of Ajax defying the gods
was Luther’s heroic unconquerableness—that neither
men nor devils could disprove. Having once begun—
and gently enough, in all conscience—the patrons of
abuses, by their violent and haughty indignation, made
1t impossible for him to stop short with mild animadver-
sions and thin elucidations. First, he traced the outline,
and then he dug into the stubborn metal with his
delving burin. His motives for this “ interference ”” have
becn impugned by his subsequent opponents. Some
think it the result of mere monkish envy, because his
Order was not employed to preach the lucrative spe-
culation! It was to be expected that his character
would be fiercely assailed for his boldness in meddling

! Maimbh. p. 26, * Paradise Lost, . ii.
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with the beard of the mighty lion. He has not lacked
defenders ;! and, with all his faults, I would rather give
Luther my hearty hand, than a smile of approval to
his antagonists.

Luther stopped not at indulgences, as all the world
knows. Right onwards he went, or was driven, by per-
secution, to the congummation. Tn 1520 he
published his “ Tract against the Popedom,”
in which he drew the sword : and then hig “ Babylonish
Captivity,”” in which he flung away the scabbard.
Measures were no longer kept by either party. Fierce
passion dashed fuel into the general conflagration. In
1520, Leo issued his damnatory bull, excommunicating
Luther, delivering him over to the devil, requiring the
secular princes to seizc him, and condemning his books
to be burned. Luther, nothing dismayed, returned
measure for measure ; and, raising a huge pile of wood
without the walls of Wittemberg, hurled the decretals,
canon law, and bull, to the flames together, over against
the flashing flame as he stood, the genius of reformation
to the world.?

This “ heresy ’ was destincd to be a lasting blow to
the popedom and all its prerogatives. Princes, nobles,
and people favoured the movement. Papal
downfall was a providential decree, since every
circumstance of the age hailed the event with exulta-
tion. The popes had few friends in Germany, nor did
they deserve any. Catholic writers admit the fact.
“The violent contests between the popes and the empe-
rors in former times,” says Dr. Lingard, “had left a

His cercer.

Concomitants.

! Read Maclaine’s note (d) to page 15 of Mosheim, for some enlightenment
on the subject. Vol. ii. ed. 1838.
? Blunt, 100 ; Milner, iv. ; Ling. vi. 100 ; D’Aubigné, i1, 150.



TGNATIUS. 63

germ of discontent, which required but little aid to shoot
into open hostility ; and the minds of men had of late
years boon cmbitterod by frequent but useless complaints
of the cxpedients devised by thc papal court to fill its
treasury at the oxpense of the natives.”” The same writer
attests the worldliness, ignorance, and immorality, of
the German bishops and clergy in general! What
wonder, then, that the people exulted at the hope of
that destruction which would avenge their grievances
at the hands of extortionate churchmen, or that princes
and nobles should favour a movement which was likely
to turn to their advantage ? All had specific objects to
gain from a common enemy ; all, therefore, heartily
joined in the onslaught. Then came the new men of
the age—thie literary men, looking forward to something
more solid than mere intellectual triumphs over their
monastic rivals. Their writings, winged by the art of
printing, “enlightened ” the people, and * popular
rights ” roused an echo in the nation’s heart. DBesides,
consider the novelty of the thing—that stirring prin-
ciple of human encouragement. Over above these motives
towered the spirit of religion, as it were, a muffled angel,
trembling for the result, but still hopeful of the time
when, dating from Luther’s movement, religious freedom,
in its widest extent, wonld bless humanity. Only inthe
present age we bogin to enjoy that blessed result ; and
even Rome herself, despite her own intolerance, finds
that the descendants of Luther are amongst her most
generous opponents, willing to grant her the boon
which she never vielded without compulsion.? Dreadful

1 Hist. of Eng. vi. 97, which gee for a very fuir summasary of the state of
Germany at that period.
2 1n an enclytic letter of the late Pope, dated August 15, 1832, and addressed
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contests, horrible crimes were in store, erc the fair face
of Christianity would beam upon mankind ; but Provi-
dence slept not: hope dried ber tears and smiled
through her anguish.

Loo X. diod in 1521, by poison, as is very probable.!
His predecessor was thought to have been taken off in
like manner. That age scrupled at few or no
atrocities. Money could buy every heart and
hand in the Roman court. Who was to succecd the
magnificent Leo ? What an element of durability is
that electorate of the popedom! A king—an absoluic
monarch elected by an oligarchy of churchmen. There
was hope for cach : the clect was the creature of faction.
The reign of each pope was the ascendancy of a poli-
tical system. For a time, opponents were silenced ; but
they did not despair, for their turn might be the next.
To this principle of the popedom is fo be largely attri-
buted its duration. Scon would the kings of Europe
be able to influence the clecting conclave, and insure
a creature of their own in the pontiff, “St. Peter’s suc-
cessor,” “ Father of the Faithful,” and * Vicar of Jesus
Christ.”

Leo’s death.

to all patriarchs, archbishops and bishops, the principle of allowing liberty of
conscience to the people is censured as “absurd, erroneous, and delirious,
derived from the corrupt source of indifferentism. For the liberty of error,”
says the Pope, “is death to the soul”” There’s the rub. Who is to define
“error!” It was in compliance with this declaration that La Mennais, in the
following September, dissolved the society which he had established for * advo-
cating religious liberty.”—d faires de Rome, par M. F. de la Mennais, with copy
of the “letter.”—Penny Oycl. ¢ Popery.”

' Panvin, Lee X.; Ruscoe, wdi supra.  Sasunazarius gives him an epigrun :

“ Bacra sub cxtrema, si forte requiritis, hora
Cur Leo non potuit sumere : vendiderat.”

“ If you ask why Leo did not receive the sacred things [sacramenis] at his lass
hour, the answer is, he had sold thew."—Epig. 1. iii. 8.
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Who was to succeed, and govern the church in her
dread predicament ? Luther’s movement was rapidly
advancing ; the enemies of Leo were rising , .
from their humiliation. The Popedom was of the
at war with the Dukes of Ferrara and =
Urbino.  The latter had bcen spoiled of his state
by Leo, who coveted that of the former as well.
The cardinals wero divided into factions; the whole
State of the Church was exhausted and in disorder, by
the anarchy, of eight months’ duration. Add to this,
the war which had broken out between the Emperor
and the King of France ; the island of Rhodes
besieged by the Turks, the constant terror of Chris-
tendom.’ '

In the conclave for the election of the new pope, the
various factions could come to no choice ; Cardinal
Medici, an aspirant, flattered the rising star
of Europe, Charles V., by dexterously pro-
posing to the cardinals, Adrian of Utrecht, ci-devant
co-regent of Spain, after Laving beon the preceptor
of Charles. It was madc to appear that Adrian’s
clection was a matter of chance. The excuse was
probably the self-defence of the factions, when they
experienced the man of their choice. But mere
“chance” will account for nothing in these times;
all was cool calculation and oily craft. It was by the
influence of Charles V. that Advian of Utrecht (as the
honest man called himsclf) was called to ascend the
papal throne. Doubtless some of the cardinals were
taken by surprise in the matter, and when the thing was
done, they scarcely knew how it came about. It

Advian VL.

! Guie, lib. 15 ; Sarpi, i. ¢, 22,
YOL. 1, I
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is said that they were half dead with terror at Adrian’s
acceptance of the dignity; for they had persuaded
themselves that he would not reccive the appointment.
Pasquin, the Roman Punck, derided them, representing
the Pope-elect in the character of a schoolmaster, and
the cardinals as schoolboys, whom he was chastising.!
If Adrian was not the “little log,” nor exactly the
devouring “stork,” which Asop tells us were conceded
as kings, on a ccrtain occasion, certainly the cardinals
and the pandering menials of Leco became direful
“Frogs” with a fearful clamour, when Adrian of
Utrecht dropped upon them, scythe in hand instcad of
a pruning-knife, for reform—that terrible sound to the
guilty men of Rome. In truth, a plough-share was
needed. Adrian was a man of thoroughly unblemished
reputation, upright, pious, active, serious. No more
than a faint smile was ever seen upon his lips—but
full of benevolence and pure intentions—a genuine
clergyman.?

%1 venerate the man whose heart is warm,

‘Whose hands are pure, whose doctrine and whose life
Coincident, exhibit lucid proof
That he is honest in the sacred cause.” 3

It is gratifying, intensely so, at last to find a good pope,
after struggling through the mire of his predecessors,
Interesting it will be to see the proofs of cvery preced-
Ing page, in the results of Adrian’s efforts to do good in
evil times.

Adrian wag born at Utrecht in 1459. His father
was one of the people—a poor man. Whether he was
a weaver, or a brewer of small beer, as was said,

Ranke, p. 26, 2 Ihid. p. 27. 3 Cowper, The Task, B. I1.
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matters not at all-——he was an honest man. Edu-
cated by charity, Adrian lived in probity and appli-
cation ; and was advanced by his talents to
the highest functions that mind and heart §oawifie
can deserve to fill and adorn. In philosophy,
mathematics, and theology, he ranked among the
foremost of the age. The Emperor Maximilian made
him the unavailing tutor to his grandson, Charles,
afterwards the famous Charles V. Fordinand of
Spain gave him the bishopric of Tortosa. After
Ferdinand’s death, he became co-regent with Cardinal
Ximenes, and was made governor of Spain by
Charles V.2

Adrian VI. (for he retained his original name)
wept when informed of his elevation. No  (.iu re
tears of joy were those. Too well he knew st~
that evil times werc around and before him. Not for
joy he wept, as many would—

¢ No : he was serious in & serious cause,
And understood too well the weighty terms
That he had ta'enin charge. He would not stoop
To conquer those by jocular exploits,
Whom truth and soberness assail’d in vain.”?

Adrian was to succeed Leo the Tenth! Let the
Cavaliere Abate Tiraboschi, ci-devant Jesuit, describe
Adrian’s advent to the Corte di Roma, the Court of
Rome .— This so brilliant a light which was spread
over polite literature in the happy times of Leo X. was
obscured by a passing but murky cloud, in the short

1 & Vix ex ingenua plebe . . ot ut alii audiunt, auleorum textor, quamquam
plerisque placeat coctoris cerevisie ministrum eum fuisse—probus tamen ct
frugi.”’— Panv, 2 Panvin, Hadrian. VI.; Dupin, Cent. xvi.

3 Cowper, The Task, B. T

F 9
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pontificate of Adrian VI. Could a Flemish pope,—
un pontefice Finmingo,—one who had always lived amidst
scholastic subtleties, could such a onc enjoy the Epi-
grams of Bemnbo, or the clegant letters of Sadolet ?”
This significant introduction prepares us for a scene. It
follows :—* Scarcely was he in Rome, when the whole
tribe of poets seemed struck by a thunderbolt—scattered
in every dircction. Sadolet went first to his country-
house, and then to his bishopric of Carpentras” Why
was he not there before? . . . Why did he decamp ?
We have the recason: “Monsignor Sadolet,” wrote
Girolamo Negri to Micheli, “is well in the vincyard,
sequestered from the vulgar herd, and cares not for
favours ; particularly as the pope the other day hap-
-pening to cast his eyes over some elogant Latin letters,
only observed : ¢ Sunt litere unius poet@’—° these are
some poct’s letters’—as though he snubbed eloquence.
And again, when he was shown the Laocoon as some-
thing cxcellent and wonderful, he said : < Sunt idola
antiquorum’—* these arc tho idols of the ancients” So
that I very much doubt that he will not some day do
what they say Saint. Gregory did—and that out of all
these statues, the living memorials of Rome’s grandeur
and glory, he Il make lime for building St. Peter’s ! 7?

1 % Questa si chiara luce, che sull’ amena letteratura si sparse ne'lieti tempi di
Leon X. fu oscurata da una passaggiera ma folta nube nel Ponteficato di
Adriano VI. TUno Pontefice Fiammingo, e vissuto sempre fra le scolastiche
sottiglieze, poteva egli godere o degli Epigrammi del Bembo, o dell’eleganti
lettere del Sadoleto. Apena egli fu in Roma, che tutta la poetica turba sembro
percossa dal folgore, e qua e 13 disperse ; e il Sadoleto medesimo ritiratosi alla
campagna, passo poscia al su Vescovado di Carpentras: Monsignor Sadoleto,
seriveva Girolamou Negri o Marcantonio Micheli « *17 di Marzo del 1523 (1) ;
st bene alla vigne gequestroto dal volgo, e mon si cura di favori ; massimamente
che 1l Pontefice Paltro di leygendo certe lottere latine ed eleganti, ebbe a dire : Sunt
Litterar untus Poctee, quasi beffegiands la eloguenza, Ed esscndogli ancora mostrato
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We must now inquire who these unfortunate poets
were, that crowd of poets,— poetica turba,— with
their pleasant literature,—amena letteratura,
whom the advent of honest Adrian unsettled
and put to flight in a manner, and with results, so feel-
ingly lamented by the Cavalier-jesuit Tirabosch. These
gentle shepherds, or rather these Qaunting Rochesters,
must interest us since they interest a Jesuit. Andres, a
sterner Jesuit, has expressed, as we have heard (p. 28),
an opinion, founded on facts, not at all favourable to
the intrinsic worth of the Leonine poets most in favour,
with whom not to sympathise, only befits “a Flemish
pope nursed in scholastic subtleties,” according to the
cavalier Tiraboscl.

Their chief was Pictro Bembo, a first-rate scholar and
admirable correspondent, as appears by his numerous
letters on all manner of subjects and to all manner of
persons. As secretary to Leo X., he is unsurpassed in
his official despatches, composed Leonis Decimi nomine,
in the name of the pope ; as an intellectual voluptuary
in retirement, he was equalled by many in his Ansolant
or Conversations on Love, composed in the name of
Cupid, or Venus, or any other goddesy spiritual or
human, which last Pietro Bembo lacked not for adora-
tion. For some reason dissatisfied with his patron,
Bembo retired from Leo’s Roman court and took up
hig residence at Padua, accompanied by his mistress
La Morosing, who remained with him to the time of
hor death, in 1535, Being then in his sixty-fifth year,

The Poets.

in Belvidere I Luocoonte per una cosa c¢ccellente ¢ mirabile, disse ; Sunt Idola
Antiguornm. D modo che dubite molto un di non faccia quel che sé dice vver
futto qia. S. Gregorio, ¢ che di tutte queste statue. viva memorig della grandezza ¢
plurie Romuna, non faccia calce per la fabrica di 8. Pigtro.”—- Lettere di Principe,
t. 1.3 Tirabosch. t. vil. P. 1. 20, et seq.
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it is possible that ©for the residue of his life nothing
of conduct or composition unfitting the sacred profession
could be imputed to Bembo,” as we are assured ;' but
cleven of his sonnets remain, attesting and bewailing
La Morosina, whom it is said he regarded as his legiti-
mate wife. She has the merit of having inspired Bembo
with more pathos by her death than by the influence of
her charms during life ; these sonmets surpass all his
other writings. La Morogina gave him a daughter
and two sons. one of whom entercd the church, and
distinguished himself by his literary acquirements, for
Bembo paid particular care to the education of his
children., Devoted to his studies and pleasures, and
enjoying, in the midst of his literary friends, the reve-
nues derived from his church preferments, he scemed
determined to avoid the temptations of the Roman
court ; but in 1539, Pope Paul III. (the friend of Alex-
ander VI, and patron of the Jesuits), mado him a
cardinal, and invited him to Rome, to be highly favoured
by the pontiff (who “passed over” his former life), to
be enriched with many wealthy benefices (two bishop-
rics among the rest), to meet once more many of his
old associates, and finally, in the seventy-sixth year of
his age, quietly to end his days in 1547.2

Bembo was perhaps the best moral specimen that
the “poctic crowd” could boast. “ All the poets, with
scarcely an exceplioy, all the literary men of that age
resident in Rome, and even honoured with prelacics, with
dignities, and offices in the church, were infectad with
the same vice, or, as may be said, besmeared with the

T Dublin Review, xxxix. p, 40.
< Tose. i 144, 1453 Bemb. Epist. Pam. L. Ep. vi. 66, 67 ; Lett, Yulg, ii.;
Tih, i, Lp. 14 ; Feller, Biog. Univ.; Bayle, Bemdo ; Sismond, i 426, ¢t seq.
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same pitch,—tinte della pece medesima.” ' Dismissing his
dissolute life, even dismissing that remarkable incredulity
so inconsistent with his profession, and of which, like
many of the day, he made no sccret,? it will be only
necessary to obscrve that the licentious poems of his
youth were not likely to be “ passed over” by Adrian,
as they were by Leo, and subsequently by Paul III. of

Jesuit memory.?
One more spccimen of the poetic crowd dispersed

Ve Tutti quasi i poeti, tutti i letterati di quella etd, comeché residenti in
Roma, of iusigniti ancora di prelature, di dignita, e di ufficj nella chicsa, erano
infetti dello stesso vizio, o come altri direbbe, tinti della pece medesima.”—
Bossiy, Ttal. v, vii. 268,

# Melchior Adam tells us (in Vit. Theol. p. 360) that Melancthon sent Sabinus
to Bembo with a letter of introduction. During dinner, Bembo asked Sabinua
what salary Melancthon had? what number of hearers? and what was his
opinion eoncerning a future statc and the resurrection? To the first, tho reply
was 300 florins a-year. The cardinal eried out—¢ Ungrateful Germany, to
purchase at so low a price so many toils of so great a man !™ The answer to the
second question was, that Melancthon had usually 1500 hearers. T cannot
believe it,” replied the cardinal. “I do not know of an university in Europe,
except that at Parig, where one professor has so many scholars.” Still Mclancthon
had frequently 2500 hearers. To the third guestion, Sabinus roplied that
Melancthon’s works were a full proof of his belief in those two articles. 1
should have a better opinion of him,” replied the cardinal, % if he did not helieve
them at all "—haberem virum prudentem, i hoc non credevet.  Apud Bayle, Me-
luncthon [P.]. See also Bembo [F.] for other assertions of the like nature. On
being informed that Sadolet was about to write an explanation of the Epistle to
the Romans, Bembo said to him, % Leave off these fooleries ; they ill become &
man of gravity—Omitte has nugas ; non enim decent gravem virwm tales ineptie.”
~—Gireg. Michel. Not. in Qurios. Gaff. p. 111,

3 Scaliger reproaches him sharply for his licentious poems, particularly the
Eilegy beginning—

“ Ante alias omnes, meus hie quos educat hortus,
Una puellares allicit herba manus.”

I darc not mention the sulject of the Elegy. In Scaliger’s opinion—and all must
agree with him—the poem “may be justly called a most obseenc piece of wit,
or 2 most witty piece of ohscenity” & There are many pieces of his (Bembo)
extant, written in a very licentious way, agreeably to the corrupt taste of the
times, and to the hmnours of the master he served.”” This 13 De Thou’s verdict.
See Bayle, Bembo (E.) 3 Secalig. Confut. Tab. Burdonum, p. 323.
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4

OF THE JESU1
by Adrian may be mentioned : Pietro Aretino, whose
name has acquired an infamous celebrity. Extreme
licentiousness is the characteristic of this poct, if he be
worthy of the name. Ie sold his pen to reigning
sovereigns, and gave them for their gold the most base
and degrading flatteries. And yet, it is well known he
wrote several devotional pieces ; in the list of his works,
among many abominations, appear the Life of Saint
Catherine of Sienna, and e Paraphrase of the Penitential
Psalms, which the author, an enemy to every religious
faith and to all morals, wrote only because they brought
him a larger sum of money. In spite of this profligacy
of mind and heart, Arctino received from his contem-
poraries the epithet of 77 Divino, the Divine! Iec had
the effrontery to affix the title to his name. His lifo
was sullied by every species of vice. Utterly without
a sense of honour, personal chastisement was the only
expedient capable of repressing his satirical venom ;
and that he frequently underwent at the hands of his
cnemies. On the other hand, in his dramatic pieces he
paints undisguisedly the vices of the great as well as
those of the people, and prescrves, with singular truth
and vivacity of colouring, the picture of the general
dissoluteness of manners, and the loose principles of the
age. “TFrom no other source,” says Sismondi, whose
account of the man I have condensed, “from no other
source can we obtain a more correct insight into that
abandonment of all morals, honour and virtue, which
marked the sixteenth century.” This crowd-poet,
Aretino, was the acknowledged friend of Leo X., and
subsequently of Clement VII., and still later was recom-
mended to Paul IIL. by his son, the Duke of Parma,
us desereing a cardinal’s hat, and had nearly attained



IGNATIUS, 73

that distinction, on the death of Paul, from his successor
Juliug IIL' But it is evident that he could find no
favour with Adrian VI.

The clection of a man actually absent, and who
was unknown to the cardinals and the Roman court,
where he had never been,—a man who was Adrian
thought hosiile to the Roman maxims and. offors
the licentious lives of the cardinals,—so fixed refona.
attention, that Luther’s movement was almost forgotten,
He was even thought favourable to the Reforma-
tion ;2 but nothing was further from his intention
than giving encouragement to the movement in its
widest acceptation. A conscientious believer in the doc-
trines of the Roman church, his ardent desire was to
uphold it in its greatest integrity, and utterly to era-
dicato the thousand abuscs by which it was befouled.
He was consistently hostile to Luther’s movement. His
purity of intention and integrity of life gave him the
title to this praise, whilst so many others concerned in
the struggle had nothing but their corrupt desires and
open vices to prompt resistance to a movement which
threatened them with penury and ruin. Adrian longed

1 Sismondi, i. p. 433 ; Feller, Biog. Univ. Scc also Tirabosehi, t. vii, p. 11,
L iii. c. 86, for a slashing account of Aretino ; the Jesuit seeming to forget that
this « poet” was a friend of Leo X. He says that Clement VII. expelled him
froin Rome for some obscene sonnets. He called himself the Scourge of Princes,
and asserts that his income, arising from presents that they made him, and solid
cash, amounted to 25,000 crowns in eighteen years, Kven Charles V., and
Francis 1., purchased his silence /' Imagine the foree of infucnce in those days.
Remember the fact : it will explain how eagerly the services of the Jesues
were desired.  Popes and sovereigns knew their danger from literary and other
enemies, if they made such, or failed to make friends of the mammon of
wurighteousness, Aretino would not have been paid to keep silence on the
characters and deeds of potentates, if his writings did not influence the people- -
then the < tools ” of the great, to fight their battles and fill their pockets.

* Sarpi, lib. &
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to correct the abuses of the Church. In hig instructions
for the Nuncio whom he sent to the Diet, he exclaims,—
“ We know that for a long time many abominable things
have found a place near the Holy Chair, abuses in spiritual
things, exorbitant straining of prerogatives—everything
turned to evil The disease has spread from the head
to the limbs—from the pope to the prelates: we are all
gone astray ; there is none that has done rightly—no,
not one.”' He charged his Nuncio to state, that in
order to satisfy his inclination as well as the duties of
his office, he was resolved to dircet bis whole mind, and
to cmploy all means to reform, in the first place, the
court of Rome, whenee perhaps all the ovil sprang ; and
that he would apply to this matter the more rcadily,
because he saw that all the world desired it with ardour.
The whole of this document attests at least the siucerity
of Adrian’s heart, and must deserve our admiration.
But the Jesuit Pallavicino brings to bear upon it the
dexterous political craft of his socicty, and says that
it leaves us to desiderate in Adrian more prudence and
circumspection ; and he plainly expresses his opinion
that government is better administered by a man of
mediocre virtue, accompanied by great sense, than by
great sanctity furnished with little sense.? The Jesuit,
in cffect condemns almost every part of this instruction ;
but Panvinius, who judged more soundly than the cardinal
Jesuit, and who was nearer the scene of affairs, does
not hesitate to say, that by his integrity and kindness,

! Instructio pro te Frane, Chiereg., apud Ranke ; Sarpi, lib. i.

2 «Tna tale Instruzione ha fatto desiderare in lui maggior prudenza et
civeonspezione . . 1l governo . . mcgliv si ammiuistes Jda una bontd
mediocre accompagnata da senno grande, che da una santita fornita di picciol
senno.”—Lib. il. ¢. 7.
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Adrian rendered himself so agreeable to the Germans,
that had he not been surprised by death, there is reason
to believe he would have rcmedied the evils of the
Church.! This was a futile hope, however : the evils
were too decp—the circumstances were too much in-
volved to give the least chance of success, either to the
greatest integrity or the greatest skilll Too many
stirring and important interests of humanity depended
upon that movement which was originated by the abuses
of religion ; and it must be added, too many human
motives were rushing to the contest, all destined to make
it perpetual. Rome preferred her abuses: she hugged
them closely as a miser his gold. At every step Adrian
saw himself surrounded by a thousand difficulties. In
a strange clement at Rome, he could only suffer : action
was out of his power.  On the other hand, his inflexible
integrity scorned to make friends out of the mammon
of unrighteousness ; and he stood alone, whilst his unpo-
pularity increased daily round about the papal throne,
at length, and too late, filled by an honest man. It
passed from mouth to mouth that he had about 5000
vacant benefices to bestow ; the hopes of twice as many
hungry aspirants were on the alert ; but never did pope
show himself more chary and reserved in that important
matter. Adrian would know who it was for whom he
provided a salary: he would investigate the character
of the man whom he appointed to preach morality. He
set to the work with unscrupulous conscientiousness, and
consequently  disappointed innumerable expectations.
The first decree of his pontificate suppressed the rever-
sionary rights formerly annexed to church dignities;

! Hadyianus VI.
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he even recalled those already conceded.! All the venal
offices invented, established, and sold by Leo, he revoked
without mercy, to the utter discomfiturc of the beasts
and birds of prey who fattencd on the spoil. It was
a severe weasure, doubtless ; but Adrian shrunk with
horror from the thought of perpetuating thosc infamous
abuges. General dissatisfaction was the rosult; for,
observe, many had embarked all their fortunes in a
speculation which filled for a time the hungry coffers of
the prodigal Leo. They had risked all with the hope
of large profit. Compelled by his exhaustcd treasury,
to enforce the striciest economy, Adrian was accused of
avarice. He bore the calumny as it deserved, and fre-
quently observed that =it mattered rauch for his success
what times a man of the greatest virtue fell on—mal-
tume reforre ad feliciorem fortunam in que tempora
alicyjus vel preeclara virtus incidisset.” How striking
was the comparison when the people glanced back to
the times of Leo. Luxury, peace, and festivitics, rejoiced
the sensual applauders of a corrupt administration—
without a thought of the future—without a suspicion
that the very state of aflairs, which was their glory and
their exultation, was rapidly preparing the most certain
and inevitable reaction or retribution. It came during

! Bome idea of papal prerogatives and abuses is conveyed by the following
extract from Condillac : ¢ They (the popes) kept up all the abuses which
enriched the Apostolic Chamber ; that is, the appeal on all affairs to the Holy
See, the collation of ail incumbents, reserves, expectative graces, annates,
indulgences, dispensations, the tithes, and the spoils of dying incumbents, For
the popes had established themselves the heirs of all incumbents ; and not
ouly did they scize the remaining proceeds of the benefice, but even the orna-
ments of the churches, or even the goods which an ineumbent hield from hiy
family. If the family made any resistance, they were excomuuunicated.
Giannoni observes, that these abuses reigned all over Italy, and even greaier at
Naples.”—Ifist. Maoderne, uyres, t. xxiii, 242.
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the interrcgnum—with war, famine, and pestilence.
The innocent pope bore the blame: they hated him
for the penalties of their own recklessness, and his
predecessor’s voluptuous prodigality.

1t was the fatality of the Church to aggravate her
calamities by the perversity with which she resisted
the conscientious cfforts at reform at the Adsinn o
hands of the good Adrian. But he felt that thwested
inward impulse whose motives, if they como o
not from heaven, cannot be traced to evil.  Adrian
applied his religious mind to the purification of the
Church, corrupted by foul abuses,—fwedis abusibus cor-
ruptam. To aid in his efforts, he invited to Rome
and the Vatican, Marcellus Cajetan, and Peter Caraffa,
two cminent exceptions to the general rule of clerical
profligacy—imen of the strictest integrity, and not with-
out knowledge—the stern and flinty products of a cor-
rupt age, when the indignant hearts of “ten just men”
burn with a holy fire to rescue a doomed world from
imminent destruction. Sodom and Gomorrha lacked
them—and sank for ever. Adrian, with Caraffa and
Cajctan, declared war against all immorality. We are
presented with the catalogue of the various delinquents:
—they were the Marrani or hypocritical Jews, who
might have been lct alone; the blasphemerss simoniaes ;
usurers ; and sodomites,.? DBut he was doomed to die
without reaping the smallest fruit from his efforts and
good intentions. Innumerable cnemies were the only
resull. He was reproached with harduness of heart
sordid economy, and grovelling sentiments; which

! Ranke, ubi suprd ; Panvin, ut anatea,
* Maranos, blasphemas, simoniacos, fencratores, et adversee veneri deditus.—
Pamuinius, wbi supme .
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charges only had in view Adrian’s integrity, frugality,
and purity.! His death was eagerly desired. On one
occasion the upper part of the door leading to the papal
chapel, fell in, as the pope was about to enter.  Several
soldiers were killed : the pope escaped. The prelates
witnessed his good fortune with undisguised regret : nor
was an unfeeling prelate in the least blamed for his
impious wish, that death had rid them of the hated
pope ! One would almost bolicve that the catastropho
was no accident. Results strengthen the surmise.
Colonna gave a splendid feast to the cardinals, and
other eminent persons: the pope retired to a neigh-
bouring church to avoid the heat, which was oppressive.
“There he took,” it is said, “a slight discase, which
being neglected by the physicians, became mortal, increas-
ing fever being the result.” * He died soon after. An
inseription was seen on the door of his physician—To
the Liberator of his Country.” The usual phrase. “ not
without suspicion of poison,”is omitted by the historian:
but assuredly there never was reason better supported
by circumstances for believing that Adrian was helped
out of a world unworthy of his virtues. He had rveignad
only twenty months. The following epitaph on his
tomb chronicles his good intentions, and their result—
“Here lics Pope Adrian VI, who deemed nothing in
his lifc more unfortunate than the possession of supreme
power.”*

¥ Ber. Bereast., Hist. Ecelca. 2 Conclavi de’ Pontefici Romani, p. 151.

3¢ Tbilevem ab initio, mox & medicis neglectum, letalem contraxit morbum, ita
ut sensim invalesceret febris.”— Panvinius. Again, still more strikingly, he says :
€« Lovd, sed tabifica febre quam decubuisset, adulatione medicornm, ed perdnetns
est, ut psené prius quam vense tangerentur, improvisi morte perierit,”—Clem. VIL.

4 “Iladrianus Papa VI, hic situs est, qui nihil sibi infelicius in vitd duxit
quam qguod imperarvet.,”— Panr.
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It is pleasant to dwell on the character of this good
pope. There is a letter of his extant in which he says,
that he would rather serve God in his priory
in Louvain than be pope. He continued in 2Pesns
the Vatican the life he had led as a professor.

It was characteristic of him, observes Ranke, that he
even brought with him the old woman, his attendant,
who continued to provide for his domestic wants as
before.  He made no alteration cither in his personal
habits : he rose with the dawn, rcad his mass, and then
procecded in the usual order to his business and his
studics, which be interrupted only with the most frugal
dinner. It cannot be said of him that he was a stranger
to the general culture and acquirements of the age : he
loved Flemish art, and prized that learning which was
adorned with a tinge of elegance. Erasmus testifics that
he was cspecially protected by him from the attacks of
the bigots of the Schools; and that although he favoured
scholastic pursuity, he was, nevertheless, well enough
disposed towards polite learning. Even the cavalior
Tirabosch, despite his evident prepossession againss the
sternness of Adrian, flings him the following admission:
~—* Moreover,” says he, “Leo’s prodigality had so ex-
hausted the treasury, that Adrian not only had nothing
to give to the learned, but was even in’ want of money
for the most pressing necessities.” ! But he disapproved
of the almost heathenish tendency to which they gave
themselves up in Rome, says Ranke, and he would not
so much as hear of the Sceu of he Poets—tho pootic
crowd whom he routed. His conduct was a constant
antithesis to that of his predecessor, the luxurious Leo.

t Storia, tom. vil, part i. p. 22.
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The Jesuit Feller observes, that Adrian was as simple
in his manners, and as economical, as Leo was prodigal
and extravagant. When the cardinals urged him to
increase the number of his domesties, he replied, that
ho desired before all things, to pay tho debts of the
Church. Leo’s grooms asked him for employment.
“ How many grooms had the late pope ?” asked Adrian.
“ A bundred,” was the reply—whereupon the pope
made the sign of the cross, and said, “Four will be
enough for me—but I'll keep twelve, so as to have a
few more than the cardinals.”! Nepotism, or the ad-
vancement of his relatives, was at a discount during his
pontificate. Oue of his rclatives came to Rome from
his college in Tuscany : Adrian sent him back forth-
with, telling him to take from his own conduct an
example of modesty and seli-demial. Others, in like
manner, who had travelled on foot to Rome from Ger-
many, with the hope of promotion, he very scverely
rebuked, and dismissed back to their country with the
gift of woollen garments, and a frugal viaticum, but on
foot, as they came a fortune-hunting. Evident proofs
are these of his disapprobation of the contrary practice
which was followed by his predecessors—so scrious and
pernicious to the state: but to his friends and domestics,
whom he selected with the greatest care, he very libe-
rally conceded what he had to give, and desired to
enrich the good and studious with a moderate and
lasting liberality.? He invariably said, that he would
give men to benefices ; nol benelices o men,  Adrian’s
example i8 a model. It may be useful to all who hold
power in any church, and in any country. One curicus
remark will conclude this pleasant subject. In a work

1 Feller, 2 Panvinius,
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which he published when professor at Louvain, occurs
the proposition, “that the pope may err oven in matters
of faith.”* There is little doubt that in spite of the
severity with which he would resist Luther’s movement,
Adrian had right views of Christianity, and would have
purged the Church of many abuses the most important.

A sharp contest in the conclave occupied the factions
of the Roman Court erc a successor could be given to
Adrian VI. and “St. Peter.”” The leading sparp conrest

. o T . in the eon=
candidates were Giulic d¢’ Medict, and Car- ¢ G

dinal Colonna, A simomiacal compromise =ert Vil

between them settled the matter, and the former was
elected, and assumed the name of Clement VIL2 A
natural relative of Leo X., who legitimatised him by a
public decree, his talents, and aptitude for business, pro-
curod him a large share in Leo’s administration. ITis
name was & talisman to the frivolous, who vainly
imagined a return to the “ glorious ” days of the Medi-
cean pope : his pradence and abilities gave hope to the
wise, who trembled at the prospects of the Church and
Popedom. It seemed to be the pope’s resolve to avoid
the extremes of the last poniificates—Leo’s instability,
profuseness, and objectionable habits—and Adrian’s dis-
cordance with the temperament of his Court. Every
department was controlled by sound discretion ; at least
in himself nothing was apparent but blameless rectitude

! Comment on the IVth Book of the Sentenees— quoted by Feller, with a
bungling explanation and distinction ; he actually insinuates that Adrian must
have changed his opinion on tho matter when ho beeame pope, by stating that
the book eontaining the proposition was republished subsequently, during his
pontificate, without the pope’s permission, Ubi supra.

2 Mendoz. Lett., Guicciard. lib. 15. Pallavicina quatas anonymous memolrs in
proof that the pope's modesty was the motive of his election. ¢ Charity,"
observes Courayer, % may induce us to believe it : pity that we have no other
proofs.”  Modesty in the Conclave would certainly then seem a phenomenon.

YOI, I. (&
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and moderation. But he was a politician of the age,
driving, as he thought, most cleverly to his objects,
which, howcver, he was not destined to attain. Cle-
ment VII. was a man of extensive information, great
acutcness and sagacity, and a skilful debater :* but
action would be the watchword of his reign—and there
his schemes recoiled upon himself, the Church, and the
Popedom, with terrible disaster.

The increasing success of Luther’s movement sur-
passed the expectations of the most sanguine. It
.. ~ Was a torrent to which a thousand rills
icties of the  from every hill-top and mountain-side, gave
Chreb length and breadth, as it swept along—
not without destruction. We shall soon compute its
results. Turn we to the anxieties of the Church in
her predicament. The remedies applied to her disease
were like plasters and lotions, and unguents, to a critical
skin-disorder. Her malady was internal ; her doctors
would treat only the outward eruption, Adrian would
have gone to the inmost source of the disease ; it would
not be listened to ; wealth, and power, and domination
were too sweet to be resigned, even for the sake of
Mother Church, which all theoretically defended, though
practically few would adorn with her best ornament—
the virtues of her children. The method devised to
stem the Reformation was the creation of swarms of
monks—a feature as remarkable as any of the sixteenth
century. The object in view was ostensibly the reform-
ation of manners, but effectually the aim was by influence
to counteract the furious tide of papal unpopularity.
Luther had shorn papal power of its terrible beard, and
all the world was growing bold enough to stroke its chin.

! Ranke, p. 28.
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Those who govern men, however profligate themselves
—and some of the popes were bad enough—love to sce
virtue cherished and practised by their subjects, simply
because it is easicr to govern when men obey from prin-
ciple, than when compelled by force of arms or the fear
of penaltics. Hitherto ignorance or indifference had
been the basis of a wide-spread papal domination—very
pleasant to bchold by those who enjoyed its solid results.
Luther’s sledge hammer had done, and was doing, fearful
work on the battlements of tithes, privileges, and preroga-
tives. Then came the idea of Mother Church succumbing
tothe “heretic!” It was frightful. Thousands rushed
to the rescue—as well as they could. Although the
sword was at work—and would soon be more despe-
rately engaged—still “argument” was in requisition.
Who werc to supply it—Dy their fires as well as their
wits, which are not always as man and wife united?
Swarms of teachers and leaders there were : Francis-
cans, Benedictines, and Dominicans—time-honoured
monks, all of them: but their day was passed. The
world had got wsed to them—and they to the world,
which was worse still. ~ Scandals grave and manifold,
and known to the world, were found among them,” says
the Jesuit Bellarmine, in his Groon of the Dovel Now,
in the morn of the Reformation, if it was desirable that
the “heretics” should not be able to point the finger at
such and such a monk, pricst. or friar, leading a sorry
life; it was also mueh to be wished that the same
Jjealous opponents should not, with justice, reproach the
orthodox on the score of ignorance at a time when the

! De Gemitu Columbege. Sec also the Jesuit Keller’s Curenr Turturis, the
Cage of the Tartle. There never was a Jesuit's book without n catehing title,
*Tis half the battle, eay tho publishers.

¢ 2
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epithet of “learncd” was something like “sainted” in
appearance, and much more in reality. Concerning
“ Grammar,” “ Art,” “Physics,” and “Dialectics,” there
was, and had been, wrangling enough ; and Aristotle’s
shade was in higher estimation with the infants of the
Church, than his mind had ever been with his royal
pupil ;—but the Thomists, Scotists, Realists, and Nomi-
nalists (the professional theorists of these days), taught
without informing, and crammed the brain of their
pupils without satisfying its wants.

The spirit of the times required a new order of
things. The Reformation called forth virtue and talent
Rofomms an from the drowsy Church. The human mind,
sw orders of somchow and somewhere, if not everywhere,
o had broken from her fastness, and like a giant
was prepared to run her course, It was necessary that
the “orthodox” should “keep pace” with the runaway.
Thus the religious and intellectual wants of the Church
arrosted attention—two exigencies of immense impor-
tance in the staie of affairs. The first was the first
attempted. The Franciscans were among the first
candidates in the difficult struggle of self-reformation—
difficult indeed, since one may reform a thousand
without being much the better for lis success.! One of
these monks felt himself called to restore the degenerate
Order of St. Francis to its primitive austerity. Bassi,
that was his name, and his reformed capuchins, would
fall back on the terrible old custom of midnight worship,

! Cardinal de Retz, for instance, who describes his moral conduct s¢ phileso-
phicully, concluding with the resolve # to be ag virtuous for the salvation of
others, as he might be wicked for Admself.'’— Memoires. He converted a
Protestant, and preached with vast applause, though at the time one of the
most profligate dignitaries of the church. Balzac actually called him a Saint
Chrysostom /
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the scourge, silence, and all the bristling horrors of hair-
shirt and skin-and-bone fasting.! All this was very
good inits way : for consistency is no insignificant virtue
in all professions: but a moment’s consideration will
suggest that neither midnight worship, sclf-scourging,
hair-shirt, nor fasting, was exactly the thing to insure
or restore papal ascendancy.  Moses on the mountain
praying, was neccssary : but Joshua in the sinewy tug
below, was no loss requisite—some will say more so—in
the plain, doing desperate battle with Amalck. In fact,
the great want was an efficient secular clergy. Other
candidates appeared. These were Gaetano da Thiene
and Caraffa, who are remembered with Adrian VI
They were the founders of a new order, called the
Theatines. The former was afterwards made a saint—
as every founder of a religious order is sure to be, and
has a right to be—and the latter became a pope, by
name Paul IV.—a man of nine-and-seventy years, with
deep sunken eyes, very tall and thin—all sinew and
orthodoxy, except what was bone and austerity. The
object proposed by the Theatines was chiefly to inspire
the priesthood with the spirit of their profession, to
battle with heresy springing up on all sides, and apply
themselves to the corporal works of mercy. Onc regu-
lation of their Institutc was, neither to beg alms nor
demand payment for their services. How then were
they to be fed and housed and clothed ¢ They passed
a resolution that the new members should be of noble
descent, and consequently rich.  But the expericuce of

! Helyot, ITist. des Ordres Mon. vii. ; Mosheim ii. 88. These Capuchins,
so called from their capuche or cowl—were sadly persecuted by their sinful
brethren, and compelled to fly from place to place, until the pope took them
under his wings,
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the Church, doubtless suggested to them that * virtue ”
was never suffered to he entirely its own and only
reward : the charities of the pious always rained upon
monks until they wcre “found out.” It is well to
know some of their pcculiaritics. The Theatines would
have no particular colour and form of garb—leaving
the fashion to be regulated by the local custom of the
clergy; and the forms of service should correspond with
national usage. Thus were they freed from the external
obstacles which blocked the way of the monks, at a time
when the cowl and girdle ingpired anything but vene-
ration.! These were innorations—a step in advance—
progress, as the IFrench would call it. The order was
something new, and found the usual favour of novelty
when it appeals to a prominent sentiment, failing, or
passion of the times. The Theatines became in vogue.
By their street-preaching and other public functions they
won applause—not a little enhanced in the estimation
of human nature by the fact that these holy and zealous
men were mostly of noble birth, and had resigned the
pleasures of the world for the good of religion, the
service of the poor, the sick, the condemned of men in
prisons, or on the scaffold of death. They made their
vows in St. Peter’s or the Vatican on the 14th of Sep-
tember, 1524. Clement V11 had given them a Bull of
ratification. But troublous times were coming on : the
pope was a politician as well as a patron of religious
reformation.

There was a “ Young Italy ” in these times as at Uhe
present day ; and if she had no Austrians cncumbering
her mighty patriotism, she had Spaniards as detestable :

! Ranke, p. 46 3 Feller, Bivg, Univ, ; Bromato, Vita di Paolo IV,
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and if she had no Pio Nowo of the print-shops, she
had a Clement VII. as Dbelligerent as the same
paper-hero.  And they ‘alked as loudly rhe

» %
then as in these degencrate days.  Rege- hﬁ;‘,‘."ﬁ'f
ucration ” was, as now, the pouting war-cry—  those doys.

Just as if it were as easy to “ regeneratc ” a nation as it
is to manufacture Bulls and Archbishops. Nevertheless,
in the summer of 1526, the Young ltaly of these days
went to work with their own strength. The Milancse
are already in the field against the Imperialists—the
warriors of Charles V. A Venetian and a papal army
advance to their support. Swiss aid is promised, and
the alliance of France and England has been secured.
“ This time,” sald Giberto, the most confidential minister
of Clement VII., “the matter concerns not a petty
revenge, a point of honour, or a single town. This war
decides the liberation or the perpetual thraldom of
Italy.” There was no doubt of the successful issue.
“ Posterity will envy us that their lot had not been cast
on our days, that they might have witnessed so high a
fortune, and have shared it. He scorns the hope of
foreign aid.” “QOurs alone will be the glory, and so
much the sweeter the fruit.”* Big words indecd, but
pregnant with nothing. The vast enterprise was far
from being universally popular in Italy ; and as now,
therc was nothing like perfect unity among those who
actually took part in the scnseless scheme,  Clement
hesitated, wavered, thought of his money. His allies
fuiled in their engagements. The Imperials were in
Lombardy. Freundsberg crossed the Alps with an

imposing army to bring the contest to an cud. Both

1 Lettere di Prineipi, i. p. 192 ; Ranke, p. 29,
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general and men were full of Lutheran sentiments.
They came to revenge the emperor upon the pope.
The latter’s breach of the alliance had been repre-
sented to them as the cause of all the mischief then felt,
the protracted wars of Christendom, and the success of
the Turks, who were at that moment ravaging Hungary.
“¥ I make my way to Rome,” said Freundsberg, “I’ll
hang the pope.”

“ Painful it is,” exclaims Ranke, “to witness the
storm gathering, and rolling onwards from the narrow-
The sack o i0g horizon. That Rome, so full it may be
Kowe. of vices, but not less full of noble eflorts,
intellect, mental accomplishments, creative, adorned
with matchless works of art (such as the world had
never before produced),—a wealth cnnobled by the
stamp of genius, and of living and imperishable efficacy,
—that Rome is now threatened with destruction!”
Down on the doomed city poured the hostile army,
forty thousand strong ; a motley and ferocious band of
Germans, Lutherans, Spaniards, and Italians, rushing
over the bridge, panting for slaughter, hungry for food
and gold. The pope fled ; and hitter was the night
that darkened over Rome. Mcen were Dbuichered,
noblemen tortured, women and nuns violated. None
were spared without surrendering all they possessed.
Churches were pillaged ; the priests killed or tortured ;
and the very citadel in which the pope had taken
refuge, was besieged.! Old Freundsherg was no longer
at the head of the army : he had been siruck by
apoplexy, in a - disturbance with his troops ; and
Bourbon, who led them to the gate, fell at the first

b Panv, Clem, VIIL
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attack. “ The splendour of Rome fills the beginning of
the sixteenth century ; it distinguishes a wonderful
period in the intellectual development of mankind.
That day it came to an end ; and thus did the pope,
who had sought the liberation of Italy, sce himself
beleaguered in the castle of St. Angelo, as it were a
prisoner. We may assert, that by this great blow, the
preponderance of the Spanish power in Italy was irre-
vocably estabhished.”!

No greater blow could have been given to the
Catholic cause, and from that astounding event—inde-
pendent though it was of religious impulse—
unquestionably the Protestant movement was the Reform-
impelled with tenfold impulse in Germany.

A year before, at the Diet of Spires, the cause was at
least ratified—granted a legal existence ; and soow,
under the auspices of Philip of Hesse, preponderance
was given to the Protestant cause of Germany. Cle-
ment, the pope, with his tortuous and selfish policy,
aided the development and establishment of that ascen-
dancy, by uniting with the Protestant princes against
their common foe, the emperor. And triumphantly did
Protestantism advance with the impulse. Wiirtemberg,
which had been taken, was reformed forthwith ; the
German provinces of Denmark, Pomerania, the March
of Brandenburg, the second branch of Saxony, the
branch of Brunswick, and thc Palatinatc following
soon after. Within a few years the Reformation was
spread over the whole of the lower Germany, and
obtained a permanent footing in the upper. “ And
Pope Clement,” says Ranke, “had been privy to an

! Ranke, p. 31.
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enterprise which led to this result—which so immea-
surably augmented the desortion from the ranks of the
Church—nay, he had perhaps approved of it,”* because
it seemed to suit hig interests in his contest with the

. . N
amnorar to mq].rn ]1m PHReNICS ! an S Mo 1/‘71 !
CLUPULUL, VU LUGIRY JLLLL CAeUiute o . oUcl ~ U uv\/' .

In this position of affairs—flowing as the river from
its source—what prospects had the Popedom? Where
ofectons V28 the Roman Catholic religion established ?
and sgges- | agsk not where it was professed, but esta-
o blished in the minds and hearts of mankind.
Half-a-dozen years sufficed to rout it from the greater
part of Germany ; and the influence of its rival was
tinging every mind that thought—in every kingdom of
Europe, even in Italy.? How casy was the downfall!
As it then existed, Roman Catholicism was based on
popular opinion, social and political interests. And by
the same popular opinion, social and political interests,
it was driven from the kingdoms, whence it was expelled
for ever. No violent sudden result was that in theory,
though such it was in practice. A thousand causes had
preceded, eventuating the result. I have touched on
many. I believe that Providence watched that result,
and mitigated the evil to man, by which it was accom-
panicd. Let those, therefore, who pant for change, for
reform, in existing religious and social and political
abuses, be at rest. They will eventuate their own
correction in the time appointed. Meanwhile let the
minds of men be cnlightened, and their hearts made
hopeful of good. Teach unto men their exalted des-
tiny. Point to that divine example, and His doctrines,
so perfectly designed to insure that bond of human

! Rauke, p. 35,
* Sec Ranke, p. 40, ¢ scp., {or o most interesting section on the subjeet.
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brotherhood which is knit together by man’s best social,
political, and eternal interests. It was the absence of
such and similar sentiments that made the religious
struggles of the sixteenth and succeeding centuries the
darkest epoch of man’s eventful history.

Popular opinion coverywhere prepared the way for
the Reformation. Had events continued in the same
direction for a foew years longer, it is pro-  grments
bable that Protestantism would have been  pelier:
preponderant in every kingdom of -Europe at the
present day, not cven excepting Spain, Portugal, and
Italy. Changing his policy, Pope Clement, when his
allies the French were defeated, threw himself in the
arms of the hated Spaniards, and gave his hand to the
emperor, whose troops had ruined his capital. With
the activity of a restless mind, he stipulated in the
treaty of peace for tho re-cstablishment of his authority
in Germany. Yet what seas of blood must be passed
ere that result could gratify his cruelly ambitious and
selfish heart. But alas! how painful it is for human
nature to resign what it loves or covets. Clement VII.
pledged his friendship to the Catholic cmperor, and the
latter, a devout son of the Church, promised all things
to the Holy Father.! The result of this alliance was
another fatal blow to the Popedom. It follows.

Home to the shores of Britain my theme advances.
Early was the yecar of Grace when papal power and
papal doctrine shaped the Christianity of 1, gngo.
Britons.  Simple then werc the habits of Sevon Church.
men—semi-barbarous—or those of children, that fear

! See Ranke, p. 31, ¢t seq., for a precious document presented by Cardinal
Campeggi, of the Roman court, to Charles V., suggesting the means for exter-
minating Protestantism.  Nathing ean exeeed its eold-hlooded ateocity.
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the rod, which is laid on when deserved, and that
in right good earnest. There was a king, and there
was a Church—but there was not a people. Slaves or
children blocked up its place, or were welded to the
powers that were, as a mass of useful metal. Times of

[T D 5} L anlan
1

social mist and “miracles ’—times of “ saints” and
savageness. Venerable Bede! How fortunate was thy
pen in selecting thy interesting theme—the Anglo-
Saxon Church; whose history modernised, comes not
up to thine as a faithful picture—telling us af/ with
blessed credulity. What a time of miracles was that,
when Heaven cven showed by a shining light where
the bodies of holy nuns should be buried ;—when a
little boy dying called upon a virgin that was to follow
him :—and how another nun on the point of leaving
her sad body, saw some small part of future glory ;
how a sign from Heaven was vouchsafed when Ethel-
berga, the pious mother of an holy congregation, took
her flight to the realms of bliss: it was nothing less
than the body of a man wrapped in a sheet and drawn
up to Heaven by shining cords ;—and how the blind
saw by intercession—pestilence dispelled by prayer—
an earl’s wife cured by holy-water ;—how the palsied
walked from the tomb of St. Cuthbert, and how a
bishop delivered from the jaws of decath, one of his
clerks “with his skull cracked, lying as dead.”! If
Brahminism, Buddhism, Fetishism, or any other primi-
tive superstition supplied the place of a better, then was
the superstition of these times a Lolerable substitute for
the Christianity of Christ.

Down to the memorable Norman Conquest, or rather,

! See Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, of which Mr. Bohn has given an excellent
and cheap translation. X
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successful invasion—and, after a bloody battle, reckless
possession, what crimes, what baseness, what brutality
in the pages of history that follow—and what p gogin
grinding oppression round about a fattened history-
Church—proud and scnsual! How restless we feel as
our children read to us the horrid examples of royal
and noble crime and cruclty and reckless profligacy !
And if they ask us, “Were they Christians then?”
What can we answer ¥ How can we reply without a
homily that would make them yawn? The Church
existed in these days triumphant: though ever and
anon checked in her prerogatives, still she triumphed,
and ruled the British Catholic hierarchy with the iron
rod of the Roman Court: so that the most hampered
branch of Roman hicrarchy was, and ever has been, the
Catholic hicrarchy of England. Such was, “through the
ages of ignorance, the absorbing vortex of the Roman
Sec.”  These arc the words of a Roman Cathelic.!
How fared the masses, emerging slowly from the
bondage of serfdom, but still the menials of power
and superstition?  Their religion was inculcated by
“ miracle plays:” they werc instructed t0 The state of
salvation by religion in sport. The clergy e
were not only the authors of the pieces exhibited within
the churches, but were also, without any liability
to ecclesiastical censure, the actors in or managers of
the representations. DBut they did not Iong confine
the excrcise of their histrionic powers either to conse-
crated subjects or within the consccrated walls.  They
soon partook of the dramatic passion which they had
indirectly awakencd, and at last liked both plays and

! Berrington, Memoirs of Panzani, p. 292 (nofe). See also Supplement,
p. 453, and the Mem.,, possim,
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playing for their own sake. In Burnet’s History of
the Reformation we find that so late as 1542, Bishop
Bonner had occasion to issue a proclamation to the
clergy of his diocese, prohibiting *all manncr of com-
mon plays, games, or interludes to be played, set forth, or
delivered, within their churches and chapels.! And we
have a specimen of the clergy in the following descrip-
tion : the author is describing how the clergy neglect
their duties: “ Ho againe posteth it (the scrvico) over
as fast as he can gallop ; for either he hath two places
to serve, or else there are some games to be played in
the afternoon, as lying for the whotstone, heathenishe
dauncing for the ring, a hearc or a bull to be bayted,
or else jack-an-apes to ride on horseback, or an enter-
lude to be played ; and if no place else can be gotten,
it must be doone in the church.” In proof also, that
in the early part of the sixteenth century ecclesiastics
still cxhibited themselves as common players, we see,
among many other evidences, that in 1519, Cardinal
Wolsoy found it necessary to insert an express injunction
against the practice in the regulations of the Canons
Regular of St. Austin?

And luscious was the life of monkhood in generous
Britain, Think not that the ruins of their snug retreats
which you sce herc and there mantled with
the ivy-green, were simply the abodes whilom
of modest prayer and holiness, midnight study, and
daily industry. That time soon passed away,—and
the “men of God” naturally resolved, like many others
since, to enjoy the fruits of their labour and reputa-
tion. Old Chaucer, like Boccaccio, made them a jolly

The monks.

I Sea Penny Cyelopdia, ix. 427, 2 1bid,
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theme in the fourteenth century. Imagine the time

when

“ A Mook there was, a fayre for the maistre
An out-rider that loved venerie [hunting],
A manly man, to ben an abbot able,
Full many & deiute horse hadde he in stably ;
And when he rode, men might his bridle hear
Gingling, in & whistling wind, as clear
And eke as loud as doth the chapel bell.”

Here, in these few verses, arve the state and pomp of
monkhood vividly presented from the life in the days of
its glory in England. Power, influence, enormous wealth,
and the enforced vencration of the masses fill the
picture. And Mother Church from the papal court
was busy with her little matters—but lucrative catch-
pennics.  Chaucer describes a Pardoner—* a gentil
Pardonere of Ronneevall.”

“ A vernicle! hadde he sewed upon his cap—
Mis wallet lay before him, in his lap,
Bretful of pardon come from Rome all hot :
A voice he had as small as hath a gote :
No beard had he—he never none should have,
As smooth it was as it were never shave.”

We must see what he has to scll, this gentil Pardonere.

“ But of his craft, fro Berwicke unto Ware,
Ne was there such an other Pardonere :
For in his male [trunk] he had a pilvebere,
Which, as he said, was Our Lady’s veil :
He said he had a gobbet of the suil
That St Pcter had when that he went
{7pon the sea, till Jesus Christ him hent.
He had a crois of laton full of stoues ;
And in u glass he had pigs’ bones.

But with these relicks, when he found
A poor persen dwelling upon land,

! A copy of the miraculous handkerchief, impressed with the bloody face of
the Redeemer—kept at Rome, I believe,
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Upon a day he got him more money

Than that the person got in monethes twie.
And thus with fained flattering and japes
He made the person, and the people apes.”

Doubtless some cast-a-way monk, getting his bread as
well as he could, and living by his wits—perhaps you
exclaim. Not the least in the world :—

« But truly to tellen at the last
He was in church o noble ecclesiast
Well conld he read a lesson or a storie ;
But best of all, he sang an offertorie :
For well he knew when that song was sung
He must preach and well afile his tongue—
To win silver, as he right well could—
Therefore he sang the merrier and loud.” !

And, finally, in his description of a Good Parson we
glance at existing abuses :—

% He never set his benefice to hire,
Leaving his flock acomber’d in the mire,
And ran to London cogging at St. Poul's
To seek himself a chauntery for souls,
Or with a brotherhood to he enroll’d :
But dwelt at home, and guarded well his fold
So that it should not by the wolf miscarry—
He was a shepherd, and no mercenary,
He waited not on pomp or reverence;
Nor made himself o spiced conscience.
The Iove of Christ and his apostles twelve
He taught : but, first, he followed it hAimselve.” ©

Luxury was attended with many other evils and
abuses : the monks envied and hated others of rival
Their dimen. CODEregations, In a manuscript which once
tions. belonged to a learned Benedictine, and is now
in the library of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge,

{ Canterbury Pilgrimage.
? Compare Cowper's Task, Book ii., ¢ But loose in morals,” &e. &c.
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is a drawing of four devils hugging as many mendicant
friars, one of each Order, with great familiarity and
affection. They propagated schism. They split among
themselves. Mutual abuse was their maxim. The poor
ploughman seeking instruction in his creed at the hands
of the Friars Minors, was told, as he valued his soul, to
bewarc of the Carmelites; the Carmelites promoted
his edification by denouncing the Dominicans ; tha
Dominicans, in their turn, by condemning the Augus-
tinians. The frailty of human nature soon found out
the weak points of the mendicant system. Soon had
the primitive zeal of its founders burnt itself out ;
and then its centre was no longer lighted with fire from
the altar ;—a living was to be made. The vows of
voluntary poverty only led to jesuitical expedients for
evading it—a straining at gnats and swallowing of
camels. The populace were to be alarmed, or caressed,
or cajoled out of a subsistence. A death-bed was a
friar’s harvest ; then were suggested the foundation of
charities, and the provision of masses and wax-lights.
The confessional was his exchequer : there hints were
dropped that the convent needed a new window, or
that it owed “fortie pound for stones.” Was the good
man of the house refractory ? The friar had the art of
leading the women captive, and reaching the family
purse by means of the wife. Was the piety of the
public to be stimulated ? Rival relics were set up, and
impostures of all kinds multiplied without shame, to the
impoverishment of the people, the disgrace of the
church, and the scandal of Christianity.!

Then ensued the final preparation for the grand result

! Bluut's Reform. in Eng. p. 42 ; Erasm, Colloq. Francisc. ; Chaucer,
VOL. 1, H
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to which I have alluded in a previous page. The final
preparation of ruin to papal power in England was
Popular popular opinion. Against that no tyrant, even
opinion, Henry VIIL, could advance with impunity ;
but in accordance with popular opinjon, or with its
indifference, any measurc may be carried as easily as
the subversion of papal power in England.

Soon those friars and other monks of whom we have
read became as rottenness to the hones of the Roman
Church. By the time of Erasmus and Luther, they
were the butt at which every dissolute idler, on every
tavern-bench, discharged his shaft, hitting the establish-
ment and religion itself through their sides. They
were exhibited in pot-house pictures as foxes preaching,
with the neck of a stolen goose peeping out of the
hood behind ; as wolves giving absolution, with a sheep
muffled up in their cloaks; as apes sitting by a sick
man’s bed, with a crueifix in ono hand and with the
other in the sufferer’s fob.! Add to all this the wsual
effects of papal encroachments, privileges and preroga-
tives, interference, and legal abuses in the ecclesiastical
courts, emanating directly from the Roman *custom™
in its grasping selfishness.”

Against this state of matters men had risen heretofore,
with the boldness of conscience impelled by religion. The
Waldenses, Wickliffe, and the Lollards, had left more
than a memory behind them—rendered still more vivid
by the successful achievement of Martin Luther.

To the learned of England, pointed suggestions of
reformation were made by no other than Sir Thomas

1 Erasm. Colloq. Francise. ; Blunt, p. 44.
2 See Blunt’s Reform. in Eng. (Family Library) for an excellent account of
these matters, chap. iii. It is & most interesting little book.
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More. If he knew not what he did, pity it was that
he did it at all—for the sake of his church. I refer
to his famed Utopia. It was written about .
the year 1513, when he was yet young, and More's
is the work of a man alive to the cor- e
ruptions of a church of which he lived to be the
champion, the inquisitor, and martyr. Through the
medium of his ideal republic, Utopie, and by the mouth
of an Imaginary speaker, he ccnsures the monks as
the drones of society ; reduces the number of priests to
the number of churches; removes images; advocates
the right of private judgment ; exhorts that the work
of conversion should be done by persuasion, but not by
coercion ; holding the faith of a man to be not always
an aflair of volition, he banishes as bigots, from his
biaginary republic, those who condemned all heretics
to eternal torments, and extends his principles of con-
cession oven far beyond thoso afterwards adopted by
the author of the ZLiberty of Prophesying—Jeremy
Taylor.! More, very consistently, styles these hints at
reformation, visionary ; but if he did not believe them
right and justifiable, the inference is, that they were
opinions mooted at the time, and somewhere in the
minds of men. However, More was one of the first to
attack Luther’s inculcations, and that with considerable
acrimeny. In fact, he proved himself sternly orthodox
—clung to the old faith—was an admirable man—and
perished cruelly by command of the ruthless tyrant,
Henry VIII.

Meanwhile the doctrines and deeds of the German
reformers circulated throughout England. The press

1 Utopia, ed. 12mo, pp. 117, 248, 233, 237, 243, 253, 224, 234, 237, 262
Blunt, p. 105.

un2
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was active. Its wonderful influence was first made
known upon this great question. It seems to have
Lutber's fame PCENL given to men to aid in the develop-
o irglnds ment  of these results, the security and
smaets, and  permanence of which depended upon their
mertydom. rapidity. Luther was on every lip. Ballads
sang of bim. His writings, with those of Huss, Zwingle,
and many anonymous authors whom the time evoked,
were clandestinely dispersed. Tracts with popular titles,
such as “ A Bookec of the Olde God and New ;" —
“ The burying of the Masse ;”— A, B, C, against the
Clergy,”—made their appeals to the people. The con-
fessions of some of the more eminent Lollards, and
expositions of particular chapters of Scripture, which
were thought to militate against the errors of Rome,
were industriously scattered abroad. Above all, Tindall’s
translation of the New Testament was now in the hands
of many—and a “cheap edition.”’ In all these mea-
sures all was not justifiable to a right mind and a
right conscience. Partyism was running high : human
passions were swelling with the tide of triumph in
expectation. Then followed the usual and best aid of
every and any movement connected with religion—Imean
persecution. Tonstall, the Bishop of London, bought up
all the copies of Tindall's Translation, according to Fox,
and burnt them at Paul’s Cross. But already had the
industrious Hollanders began to trade in books for all
parties, and Antwerp supplied the English market with
a new edition, corrected and amended. A contraband
was laid upon the foreign wares. Demand consequently
increascd, and thoy were smuggled into the country.

1 Wordsworth, Eccles, Biog. i. 286 ; Blunt, p. 164.
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Proclamations followed against the possessors of all
heretical writings. Of course they were set at nought.
Spies were encouraged ; the husband was tempted to
betray the wife, the parent the child, and a man’s foes
were literally those of his own household.! And many
were burnt for their faith, as we are assured by Fox,
whose ponderous and venerable volumes present us with
awful engravings in illustration of the horrible and
useless expedient. Thus was public feeling added to
public opinion rising infallibly with persecution. One
martyr will any day make a thousand. The sight of
blood continually is a specific to harden the nerves and
fortify the heart. The burning of a brother intoxicates
the soul with unearthly fumes, and during the paroxysm
of that heroic exaltation, death, in any shape, will be
braved unflinchingly. All will be well with any move-
ment as soon as it has achieved a martyr. We shall
soon see how martyrdom operated on the Catholics of
England with the Jesuits to “stir” them. That men
were found to suffer martyrdom at the period here in
question, is a matter of surprise, or speaks strongly for
the intensity of the convictions infused by the under-
current of the Reformation in England. Without a
leader, books impelled them to die in defence of their
couvictions. It is dilficult to conceive the fact asserted,
particularly when we know that the morals of the
nation at large were of a piece with those of their
superiors in church and state, as in all parts of Europe—
and very abominable. That men had ample reason
to be disgusted with the machinery of Romanism is
evident : but that this disgust shonld at once inspire

! Fox; Wordsworth ; Blunt, p. 110 ; Burnet, Ref. i. 48, ef seq.
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sublime virtue in the feelers of that disgust, is not quite
so evident. The most natural result of the stand against
“ Papistry,” and of the severe measures applied in its
vindication, would be the formation of partyism—which
seems to be evident from the flood of tracts that deluged
the country with “the Word of God” and rancour.
More important events followed from a quarter least
expected to favour the German movement.

King Henry VIII. had received the title of  De-
fender of the Faith” for a book to which he lent
his name, written against Luther.! Leo X.
conferred the distinction, which has ever since
been retained by the sovereigns of England, as a glance
at a shilling-piece shows by the Latin initials, F. D., con-
tracted like its present import among the titles of the
Protestant sovereign. The book was a defence of the
seven gacraments ; but Henry was a very gay liver,? and,
therefore, nothing but partyism could exult at its appear-
ance. For him there were no sacraments. He was a
man of licentious passions, which subsequently became
ferocious—a horrible character without one redeeming
feature. Hoenry was married to the virtuous Catherine,
aunt of Charles V., whose troops devastated Rome, and
whom, by the turn of events, the political pope, Clement
VIL, was compelled to propitiate in his sad predica-
ment. The pope’s fate was in the hands of the emperor.

Henry VIIL

1 « After it was finished by his grace’s appointment,” says Sir Thomas More,
“and consent of the makers of the same, I was only a sorter of it, and placer of
the principal matters therein contained.” It was ascribed to Erasmus. See
note to Burnet’s Ref. i. 51.

2 He had many mistresses, one after the other. It was but a maiter of satiety
and selection among great “ladies,” in that licentious age. See Lingard, vi.
110, for a list of the same, with notes by no means honourable to the Defender
of the Faith,
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Imperialism was dominant in Italy. These facts must
be borne in mind.

Henry’s prime minister was the Cardinal Wolsey, as
licentious as himself, but somewhat of a politician, said
to have “certainly had a vast mind.” His
vices were notorious and scandalous : his pride
and love of pompous display extravagant. His state was
equal to that of kings. Only bishops and abbots attended
him at mass: dukes and earls, during the ceremony,
handed him the water and the towel. This man resolved
to reform the clergy. e was scandalised at their cor-
ruptions. Their ignorance gave him offence. Such were
the motives alleged, and Rome gave him the power of
visitation by a bull. Rome entered into the measure to
his perfect satisfaction. The bull abused the English
clergy, “ who were said in it to have been delivered over
to a reprobate mind ;" and yet their “faults were
neither so great nor so eminent as the cardinal’s” But
“the cardinal was then so much considered at Rome, ag
a pope of another world, that whatever he desired he
easily obtained.” In 1524, Clement gave him a bull,
empowering him to suppress a monastery or two, and
there followed other bulls, with the same import and
effect.! Certainly, if the pope obliged the cardinal by
this complacent swing of his prerogative, he disobliged
the clergy and the monks, and must have made a very
unsatisfactory impression on the mind of clerical ortho-
doxy. Call a man a rogue, and it may be borne with a
shrug ; but tear off his shirt in a frost, and you make a
sensation. In truth, the Roman court should have kept
in with the clergy and the monks, as its motive for

Wolsey.

! Burnet, Ref. i.
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gratifying Wolsey was not a whit more respectable than
would have been its winking at corruption and igno-
rance. IHowever, such are the facts. A college at
Oxford emerged out of the proceeds, and that was
a consolation to science and morality. But what fierce
displeasure against the source of their calamity must
have rankled in the hearts of the clergy and monks—a
feeling which they would be sure to communicate to
thousands who are always ready to sympathise with
anything and anybody “oppressed.” No nation exceeds
or equals the English in this noble propensity. The
inference from all this is, that amongst the orthodox
themselves a strong party was created against papal
authority.

Henry “fixed hiseyes” on Anne Boleyn. She was a
“maid of honour.” . A French-English woman, with a
prominent, pointed, and massive nose, a round
and fleshy chin, full lips, the upper curling with
gentle craft, and a receding forehead, over a slight
fringe of eyebrows and prominent eyes, which last remind
us that her tongue was not the least of her charms.!
Henry had played false to her sister Mary, whom,
however, he “provided with a husband,” >—a practice
royal which was much in vogue subsequently among
the orthodox kings of Furope, with Jesuit and other
confessors beside them, sighing and winking. Now,
Anne Boleyn was not to be “ served that way.” But—
“ she would be happy to be his wife.” 2 Henry urged
and prolested; Aune smiled, but resisted. “She was
cunning in her chastity,” says Fuller. A pitiable state

Anne Boleyn.

! See her portrait by Holbein, or an engraving from it in Burnet, i. 68,
? Lingard, vi. 110, and note. 3 14, ib. p. 112, with authorities.
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for a man ; but, for a king, intolerable—I mean, for
Henry VIIL ;—for Henry IV. of France, in similar
circumstances, exclaimed, “I find you a woman of
honour : you shall remain such, and a ‘maid of
honour ;’” to which post he appointed the lady, and
treated her ever after with becoming deference and
respect. But Henry VIII. burned with inextinguish-
able lust. Prayers could not avail. Violence was
impossible—with a woman strong with a bright idea.
“She might be happy to be his wife.”” But he Aad
a wife, and polygamy was out of the question, even
in the Roman court. But he must have Anne Boleyn,
and so he resolved to divorce his queen, to marry
her maid.

Catherine had been espoused to Henry’s brother,
Arthur, who died prematurely—a mere child. There
was a law made to forbid such a marriage, Henry's mar-
but there was also a power existing to rose by dis-
“ dispense ” with that law, and almost every o
other. Certain conditions were required —a dis-
gusting inquiry was satisfactorily eftected — the lady
herself gave evidence— and the pope granted a * dis-
pensation” for Henry to marry his brother’s wife,
which was duly done, Catherine being *dressed in
white, and wearing her hair loose,” and with the
ceremonials appropriated to the nuptials of maidens.!

Seventeen long years rolled away ; the qucen bore
him three sons and two daughters. Only one daughter
survived, afterwards Queen Mary. For several years,
says Lingard, the king boasted of his happiness in

possessing so accomplished and virtuous a consort ;

1 Sanford, p. 480 ; Lingard, vi. 3, note.
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but Catherine was older than her husband, and sub-
ject to frequent infirmitics. The ardour of his attach-
ment gradually evaporated ; and at last his
inconstancy or superstition attributed to the
curse of Heaven the death of her children,
and her subsequent miscarriages. Yet even while she
suffered from his bad usage, he was compelled to
admire the meekness with which she bore her afflictions,
and the constancy with which she maintained her
rights. The queen had lost his heart ; she never for-
feited his esteem.!

Seventeen years had elapsed without a suspicion of
the unlawfulness of their union ;2 but now, furious to
Henry's have the Lady Beleyn in marriage, since she
tender would not be served any other way, Henry
PR found out that “he was living in a state of
incest with the relict of his brother.” Furious, as I
have said, and reckless of the consequences to his
daughter, the lascivious tyrant resolved to put away his
wife. A divorce must be had. Wolsey, the pope of
another world, oftered his aid, and-promised success.
Political motives have been ascribed to Wolsey for his
concurrence ; they are unworthy of notice, and nothing
to the purpose. A treatise was written, at the sug-
gestion of the Hebrew professor of Oxford, in favour of
the divorce ; the king laboured at the clap-trap assi-
duously ; resting his “ cause” on the prohibition of
Leviticus ; and fortifying his “ case ” with every argu-
ment and authority which his reading or ingenuity could
supply.®

' Lingard, vi, 109.

? See Hallam, i, 60, for some curious facts relating to Henry’s marriage
with Catherine,

3 Lingard, vi. 123. Lingard gives a note. “ Henry, in one of his letiers to

Queen
Catherine.
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The pope had to decide the matter. Pope Clement VII.,
as Dr. Lingard would say, “ found himself placed in a
most delicate situation.” The terrible em- PopoClement
peror, Charles V., the arbiter of his fate, had ina delicate
professed a determination to support the Prston.
honour of his aunt, Queen Catherine ;' the imperial
troops were in possession of St. Angelo, and kept the
pope prisoner ; he escaped to Ovieto, only to meet the
English envoys craving for their master the detestable
divorce. On the other hand, when Clement was
besieged and abandoned by all, Henry furnished him
with aid ; and the pope was “most deeply obliged to
that serene king, and there was nothing of such magni-
tude that he would not willingly do te gratify him ;
but still there was reason that his holiness, seeing that
the emperor was victorious, and having reason, there-
fore, to expect to find him not averse to peace, should
not rashly give the emperor cause for a rupture, which
would for ever obliterate all hupe of peace ; besides,
that his holiness would undoubtedly bring down ruin
and destruction upon his whole house.”?

It is needless to state that with the people of Eng-
land, the fate of the unfortunate queen found sympathy.
The defenders of the royal cause—the titled pape’s
and patronised panderers to his guilty appe- :l,::dt:vff:
tite—were drenched with merited opprobrium
—and were in danger of heing stoned to death, in the
popular indignation at tyrannical oppression.® Never

Anne Boleyn, writes, that his book maketh substantively for his purpose—that
he had been writing it four hours that day :” and then concludes with expres-
sions too indelicate to be transcribed.— Hearne's Avesbury, p. 360.

! Lingard, vi. 127,

2 Letter of the pope’s secretary to Campeggio. Apud Ranke, p. 35, note.

3 Pole, fol. lxxvii. ; Knight's Erasm. App. xxviii.; LeGrand, iii.; Lingard, vi.127.
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was pope in greater difficulties and harassments than
Clement VII. ; although we shall find a successor of
his, and with the same name, in a similar condition—
Pope Clement XIV., in the matter of suppressing the
Jesuits. Besieged with arguments and entreaties by
the English envoys, Clement sent over to England
Campeggio, a cardinal, “ an eminent canonist, and
experienced statesman.” He advised the poor queen,
in the name of the pontiff, to enter a convent!* A pre-
cious piece of advice to an injured woman. It was
intended, however, as a dexterous attempt to get out of
the difficulty ;—for, by complying with that advice,
Henry would be made free to gratify his passion, and
the emperor would not be justly offended. The pope’s
advice was declined by the unfortunate queen ; Cam-
peggio’s dexterity failed in the issue.? Time rolled on ;
nothing was done—so much might be said on both
sides of the question. At length the king made his last
attempt on the pontiff—consisting of the offer of a con-
siderable present—warnings against the emperor—the
proposal of a general confederacy against the Turks.
Charles was with the pope at Bologna. Henry's am-
bassador had a word for him likewise—stating the
arguments for the divorce, with a hint of the great
power of the English king, who would follow his own
Judgment, and not submit to the arbitration of the pope,

1 Lingard, vi. 143.

% A curious instance of this Italian’s dexterity is apparent in the fact that by
some means nnknown, he actually got possession of Henry’s letters te Annc
Boleyn, and sent them to Rome, where they are still in the Vatican Library,
seventeen in number, Lingard, vi. 157, note. The object of this theft was
probably to discover how matters really stood between Henry and Anne—so as
to shape the papal course accordingly. According to Burnet, Cardinal Cam-
peggio “led a very dissolute life in England—hunting and gaming all day long,
and following - all the night,”’ &e¢. Ref. i. 111.
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against whose authority he had many good grounds of
exception.' At home, and to his confidents, Henry
was more explicit. Ie avowed that if his last attempt
failed, he would withdraw from the obedience of Cle-
ment as a pontiff unfit for his station through ‘gnorance,
and incapable of holding it through simony. Further,
that he might have no occasion to recur to the papal
see in beneficiary matters, he would establish a bishop
with patriarchal powers within his own dominions—an
example which he had no doubt would be eagerly fol-
lowed by every sovereign in Europe.?

The pope was compelled to hold out for political
reasons, and talk of his “ conscience.” For the man who
could,as he did, express the wish “that theking o =~
would have proceeded to a second marriage Pope resisted
without asking papal consent,” wished for the "
accomplishment of evil, and showed that fear only
withheld him from permitting the expedient measure.
Charles V., his master, wrung from him a Breve,forbidding
Henry to marry before the publication of his sentence.*

Then was English gold sent forth on a mission of
splendid bribery. Then was the morality in the high
places of the age exhibited to admiration. Charles
himself was tempted ! Three hundred thousand crowns
were offercd him—with the restoration of the queen’s
marriage portion—and a suitable maintenance. The

! Lingard, vi. 169, with authorities. 2 Le Grand, iii 409, 418 ; Ling. ibid.

3 Ling. vi. 169 ; Le Grand, iii. 400. Burnet asserts that Campeggio had
actually brought over a Bull, by which he was empowered to grant the king all
that he desired, if he could not bring him to a more friendly conclusion ; but
that Campana was despatched after him to order Campeggio to destroy the
document, Ref.i. 93, 99. ¢ Of this instrument no copy is now extant ; but of
its existence and purport, though apparently questioned by Dodd, and certainly
denied by Le Grand, there can be no doubt,” says Mr, Tierney in one of his
exeellent notes to Dodd, i. 185. 4 Idem.
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German told them that he was not a merchant, to sell
the honour of his aunt. All the learned morality of

the age was asked its opinion, with bags
Honyand — of gold before it—like a footpad demanding
appeal 10 the vy 1 money with his dagger at your throat. In

England, the queen’s popularity, if nothing
else, made it requisite to employ commands, promises,
threats, secret intrigue, and open violence, to extort a
favourable answer from either of the Universities. It was
obtained, however, though coupled with a qualification.
The king’s agents spread over Italy, begging subscription
to the measure, and gingling the ruddy tempter. The
Universities of Bologna, Padua, and Ferrara, supplied
some hundreds of subscriptions. The University of
Paris yielded to the “ dexterous management ” or Aard
impeachment.!  Orleans, Toulouse, and Bourges and
Angers, by their theologians or civilians, responded to
the voice of Henry’s lascivious nature.

And then he tried (Germany and its reformers. “Not
one public body,” says Lingard, “ could be induced to
Howhoareg ©SPOUSE his cause.”  “Hrven the reformed
with the divines,” adds the Doctor meaningly, “even the
Relome™:  reformed divines, with few exceptions, loudly
condemned the divorce; and Luther himself wrote to
Barnes, the royal agent, that he would rather allow the
king to have two wives or queens at the same time,
after the example of the pairiarchs and kings, thau
approve of the divorce?—a permission which he subse-
quently granted to the Landgrave of Ilesse, with pri-

t ¢ Et Parisiensos, quidom, vidcbantur approbare, non sinc largitionis suspi-
cione, sicut alis plerique.”—Sleidam, L. ix.

2 & Antequam tale repudium probarem, potius regi permitterem alteram regi-
nam quoquc ducere, ¢t exemplo patrum et regum duas simul uxores seu reginas

habere.”—Lutheri Epist. Hale. 1717, p. 290. Apud Lingard, vi. 171.
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mitive notions or pitiable expediency. Melancthon was
of the same opinion.! Crooke, in his letter to the king,
complains “that all Lutherans be utterly against your
highness in this cause, and have lctted (hindered) as
much with their wretched power as they could and
might, as well here (Venice) as in Padua and Ferrara,
where be no small companies of them.”? But the same
gentleman also wrotec : “I doubt not but all Christian
universities, if they be well handled, will earnestly con-
clude with your highness” On the other hand, he
says : “Casar, by threais, prayers, money, and sacer-
dotal influences, terrifies our friends and confirms his
own”3 TFinally, the royal cause triumphed in Ingland
—a, letter of remonstrance was sent to the pope—not
without reproachfulness and a decisive menace, prospec-
tive of a coming event—ut aliunde remedia conquiramus
—and signed by two archbishops, four bishops, two
dukes, two marquises, thirteen earls, twenty-five barons,
twenty-twa abbots, eight dactors of divinity, and several
knights. These were “the lords spiritual and temporal,
and certain commons in parliament.”’* It was a
demonstration evident and prophetic of papal downfall
in England. And the Houses of Convocation—those
precious things of nothingness—gave the king whelming
majorities — such as two hundred and sixty-three

! Lingard, vi. 170—173 ; Buraet, i. 137, e seg. See Hallam, i, 68, note :
#Clement VII.,” says this writer, “recommended the king to marry immediatcly,
and then prosecute his suit for a divoree, which it would be casy to obtain in such
circumstances.” But at a much later period he expressly suggested the expe-
dient of allowing the king to retain two wives. It ie altogether donied by Mr.
Tierney, who says that Clement proposed the matter « for the purpose of amusing
Henry, or raising an argument against him " This is certainly putting the
matter in & very amusing light. In goneral, Mr. Ticrney’s judgment is, however,
admirable,

* Apud Dodd. i. 202, 2 Apud Burnet, i. 145, note. 4 1bid. p. 203.
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against nineteen, and forty-seven against six I' Peter-
pence, annates or first fruits, and other papal revenues
in England, were not worth a year’s purchase.
But the mighty emperor of Germany was the pope’s
conscience—remonstrances and even threats were vain
in the hearing of his Doom, whose voice,
Tnedore it grating harsh thunder, boomed from the
imperial mountains. “The cardinal elector
of Mentz had written to him to consider well what he
did in the king's divoree ; for if it went on, nothing had
ever fallen out since the beginning of Luther’s sect,
that would so much strengthen it as that sentence. He
was also threatened on the other side from Rome, that
the emperor would have a general council called, and
whatsoever he did in this process should be examined
there, and be proceeded against accordingly. Nor did
they forget to put him in mind of his birth—that he
was a bastard, and so by the canon incapable of that
dignity, and that thereupon they would depose him.”?
Truly, this pope had more rcason than Adrian, his
predecessor, to deem nothing more unfortunate in his
life than the possession of power.
In the midst of these humiliating, disgraceful nego-
tiations, the pope sickened, but died not. He relapsed

1 The question in this last was most extraordinary ; the convocationers were
actually to declare *whether the consummation of marriage between Arthur
and Catherine was sufficiently proved.” Here was a question ! See Dodd, ubi
suprda, p. 205. See in Burnet, i. 158—171.,, “An abstract of those things
which were written for the divoree.” It will suggest strange thoughts on the
utter prostitution of religion to serve the basest of purposes.

? Burpet, i. 97. This threat of summoning a council of the Christian
Church to which Luther had appealed, was the great bugbear of Clement. To¢
him it was always & canse of alarm. Papal prerogatives would be endangered
in the present aspect of affairs, and lucrative abuses would sink in the ravenous
gulf of reforming energy, bent on papal humiliation. See Guiceiardini, 1. xx.;
and even Pallavicino, 1 ii. e. 10. Of course Sarpi, i. c. 46.
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“insomuch, that the physicians did suspect he was
poisoned.” The factions were stirring ; secret caballings
and intrigues set about making a head for the
dismembered Church. Wolsey was the man
whom the king honoured. Wolsey was the man of
hope. Proud, sensual, unscrupulous Wolsey aspired
to guide the “Church of God” And the kings of
England and France. who sided with Henry, imme-
diately united thetr efforts to place him in the chair of
St. Peter ; and their respective ambassadors were com-
manded to employ all their influence and authority to
procure in his favour the requisite number of votes.!
But Clement baffled the hope of simony, and rose to
live for fresh humiliation—and more disasters. They
besieged the sick man’s bed — they cajoled — they
threatened—they actually told him that “ his soul was
endangered if he died without doing jwestice to Ilenry ™ 12
What think you of that in the matter of an adulterous
marriage ! And if such were the Christian sentiments
round about the very chair of St. Peter, where are we
to look for Christianity ?

And now five years of this divorce-agitation have
tempested all Christendom, disgraced the Catholic
Church, humbled its head, endangered the .
popedom, and brought its English branch to  disgraced.
the verge of separation. Preliminary measures had
passed, suggested by Cromwell, who had succeeded
to “the pope of another world,” the fallen Wolsey,
now disgraced, and lower than the lowest of men,
for his self-respect was gone for ever?® A precious

He sickens,

! Lingard, vi.; Burnet, i. 2 Lingard, ub¢ supra.

3 «Here is the end and fall of pride and arrogance ; for I assure you in his
time, he was the haughtiest man, in all his proceedings, alive, having more respect

VOL. I. 1
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convocation had acknowledged his majesty to be “the
chief protector, the only and supreme lord of the church
and clergy, and, as far as the law of Christ will allow,
the supreme head.” The annates, or yearly offerings
to the pope, were abolished ; “they had insensibly
augmented, till they became a constant drain on the
wealth of the nation,” and amounted to 4000/ per
annum—about four times as much of present money.
And further, it was ordained that the very constitu-
tions agreed upon by the precious convocations should
be under control of roval authority. Of course this
measure was intended to cstablish lenry’s papacy—
the manufacture of a faith for the million'! It was
Cromwell’s invention, and evidently prospective—* pre-
lusive drops” of the coming shower, or rather cataract.

Then, did “ gospel-light first heam from Boleyn's
eyes” ? as the poet Gray declares. It were an humi-
liating thing to think of—a stinging thought
for humanity. Yet, to that base passion all
the disgraces of Christianity which we have witnessed
owe their origin. Not Christianity, indeed, but the
Christendom of those days, professing to hold the reli-
gion of Christ. It was not Christianity then, but a
time-serving, political, sensual, lascivious, avaricious
system, formed by the passions and intellect of man.
It is instructive to mark the progress of events. The
tantalised appetite of Henry first impelled him to the
divorce. Absurd, criminal, as the scheme appears to
our present sentiments, there can be little doubt that in
other circumstances of the popedom, in more prosperous

Reflections.

to the honour of his person, than he had to his spiritual profession, wherein should
be showed all meekness and charity.”—From his Zife, quoted by Burnet, i. 132.
! See Ling. vi. ; Hallam, i. These antagonist historians should he read together.
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umes of the church, the divorce would have been granted
by the pope, and the wishes of the gnilty couple would
have been gratified “for a consideration.” Nothing could
be more stringent than the law which prohibited a man
from marrying his brother’s wife. Yet a “ dispensation”
was granted by a predecessor of Clement VIL, to enable
Henry to marry Catherine, his brother’s wife. The
same power and prerogatives existed in Clement, and
“considerations” would not have failed to make him undo
what his predecessor had done in like manner. On the
first notification of the matter, the pope held out a pros-
pect of compliance ; but he was not his own master :
the emperor dashed his gauntlet at his face : the pope
trembled for his power, his reputation, perhaps his life ;
and Henry, the sensual and proud tyrant, was baffled by
Ttalian trickery. Opposition only called forth his bad
energies ; every step he took aggravated the matter,
until, with the stimulating approval and aid of interested
and aspiring churchmen, a “system” grew up around
him, prospects of greater power glimmered to his ambi-
tion, and he clung to the scheme as fixedly and violently
as he had hungered for the maiden. But he never
ceased to talk of his “conscience™ notwithstanding.

In 1533 Henry married Anne Boleyn in the west
turret of Whilehall. She hiad been induced to relax in
her cruelty, and it is quite natural. She bad .
cohabited with Henry for the last three years; ﬁiieé:nznd
but now being “in a condition to promise follows p
him an heir,” hc expedited the ceremony to the defiance.
legitimatise the child :! it is said that he dececived the

! Lingard, vi. 188. This is the version of the Catholic party. I have adopted
it, because it seems to me the more probable. There conld be very little moral
sentiment in A woman who so recklessly promoted the misfortune of another ;

12
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priest who married him, by affirming that Clement had
pronounced in his favour, and that the papal instrument
was safely deposited in his closet.” But Rowland Lee,
the priest on the occasion, was afterwards made Bishop
of Coventry and Lichfield,? and this fact by no means
attests the deception. Who will believe that Henry
could not find a priest to marry him? Particularly
when we know that he found an erchéishop to pronounce
his divorce from Catherine, which came on immediately
after, as it were, “ the cart before the horse.” Cranmer
was made Archbishop of Canterbury for the express
purpose, and boldly pronounced the sentence already
given in by the precious convocations, declaring the
marriage with Catherine to have been only de facto—
.a matter of fact, but not de jure, a matter of right,

and though she may have resisted, at first, to stimulate desire, and achieve her
prime object, these motives no longer defended, when so many other impulses
drove Henry onwards in prosecuting the divorce. In that stage of the affair,
Henry's guilty passion gained an advantage, and could * turn the table ” on the
woman 8o “ cunning in her chastity.” For it was evident that he must be freed
from Catherine, and then a rival might, and doubtless would, step into her place.
Henry was not the man to refrain from acting on that vaniage-ground : besides,
it is absurd to suppose that such a man would have waited five years for the
accomplishment of his desires ; and to talk about his being ¢ stimulated by im-
patient love™ in his marriage, is tantamount to translating five years into as
many days. Mr. Hallam (Const. Hist.i. 62, note) is very severe on Dr. Lingard
for his “ prurient curiosity ” and % obsolete scandal " as he expresses his ohjee-
tion : but it is necessary to know all, if we are to form a right judgment in the
matter of history. Dr. Lingard's reply to Mr. Hallam is worth transcribing :
he says, ¢ This charge of cohabitation has given offence. Yet, if there were no
other authority, the very case itself would justify it. A young woman of
one-and-twenty listens to declarations of love from & married man who has
already seduced her sister ; and, on his promise to abstain from hiz wife and
to marry her, she quits her parental home, and consents to live with him under
the same roof, where, for three years, she is constantly in his company at meals,
in his journeys, on neeasions of ceremony, and at parties of pleasure. Com it
betray any great want of candour to dispute the innocence of such intimacy
between the two lovers 2” Vol. vi. p. 188, note.

! Ling. vi. 189 ; Le Grand, ii. 110, 2 Burnet, i. 205 ; Ling. wbé suprd, note,
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pronouncing it null from the beginning.!  All that had
been so long contended for was now effected, and
all that subsequent events and their suggestions had
matured in the minds of politicians followed with the
greatest ease and whelming energy. Act after act
derogatory from the papal claims was debated and
passed in parliament ; and the kingdom of England
was severed by legislative authority from the com-
munion of Rome. An act of parliament gave a new
head to the English Church ; Peter-pence, annates,
papal rights, and prevogatives, all were abolished with
inexpressible facility ; the Popedom found no defenders,
no sympathy, except in a few crafty fanatics who,
with the aid of a poor creature, “the Maid of Kent,”
frightened Henry with visions and prophecies, and were
gibbetted at Tyburn.?  The first measure of Parliament,
in 1534, enacted that the king, his heirs and succes-
sors, should be taken and reputed the only suprome
Leads on earth of the Church of England, without the
saving clause before added,—* as far as the law of God
will allow.” T necd not state that severe penal statutes
were framed to carry out that measure and its endless
consequences—as to the deeds and thoughts of men
and Englishmen.? Heretics were to be burnt.

All who refused to acknowledge the king’s supremacy
were visited with the severest penalties. They were
hanged, cat down alive, embowelled, and dismembered.
Sir Thomas More and the venerable Bishop Fisher were
tried, condemned, and cxecuted by command of the
ruthless tyrant, pampercd by the time-serving spirit of

! Burnet, i. ; Lingard, vi.
* Ling. vi. ; Burnet, i. 249, gives the maid’s speech ; she throws all the blame
of the imposture on ¢ the learned men.” 3 Lingard, vi, 214.
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obsequious churchmen and selfish politicians, into the
development of all the hideous passions that festered
in his bad nature. But the religion of England, be it
remembered, was still Catholic, excepting of course the
points relating to papal supremacy and its adjuncts.
These events filled up the last year of Clement’s
life : they were the more bitter to him, inasmuch as he
Popo Clement 38 106 wholly blameless with regard to
dis— Catho- them, and his mischances stood in a painful
guishes unto  Felationship with his personal qualities.” Un-
doath. fortunate in all his enterprises, his abilities
seem to have cursed him with invention, whilst his own
desires and his circumstances were such as never to per-
mit success. He was praised for his natural gravity and
admirable economy ; blamed for his great dissimulation,
and hated for his avarice, hardness of heart, and cruelty,
still more remarkable since his illness.? Incessantly
harassed by the emperor, who urged a General Council
of the Church, to reform abuses and settle faith-—the
pope exhausted all his art to put off the measure,
against which, as I have said, he had, for many reasons,
the greatest objection. But now the emperor would no
longer be put off with pretences, and urged the sum-
moning of a council more pressingly than ever. Family
discords swelled the catalogue of his troubles. His two
nephews fell at variance with cach other, and broke
out into the most savage hostility. His reflections
on this catastrophe—his dread of coming events—
“sgrrow and secret anguish brought him to the grave.”®
Clement VII died in 1534. He was, says Ranke, the
most ill-fated man that had ever filled the Papal chair.
He met the superiority of the hostile forces that

" Ranke, p. 35. * Sarpi, i. 3 Soriano,—Ranke, 35.
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surrounded him on all sides, with an uncertain policy,
dependent on the probability of the moment—and this
was his utter ruin. His predecessors had devoted
themselves to found an independent temporal power :
it was his fate to see the opposite result—the sub-
servience of the popedom—its utter dependence on the
will of a potentate, one of whose predecessors had been
humbled to the dust, chastised, insulted by a pope of
Rome. In the pride of his heart, it seemed to Clement
that he could wrest Italy from the grasp of the hated
barbarian foreigners :* his plans and his schemes, his
boasts and his measures only served to consolidate their
dominion in Italy-for ever. Frozen fast by the winter of
calamity, he could neither evince his gratitude to his
friend, nor indignation to his enemy. Henry he would
have fondled, Charles he would have shattered: for his
fate (which was his own making) compelled him, through
life, to truckle to the latter, and exasperate the former.

Triumphantly and unremittingly before his eyes,
the Protestant secession procecded to its certain con-
summation. IHis curses against it came “to roost on his
own head:” his adverse measures helped it along:
Luther was in a more enviable position than himself,
for kings gave power to the Reformer, whilst they
wrenched it from the pope.

He left the Papal See infinitely sunk in reputation—
shorn of its thunders—pour, shivering, cold in a wintry
night—its spiritual authority questioned and con-
temptible—its temporal power crushed, annihilated. -

Germany, its fortress of old, land of simple faith
and homec-affections, land of intellect with sentimeut

1 1t was actually expected that his reign would prove another like Leo X.’s,
altre tanto felice come fu quello di Leone! Conclavi de’ Pontef, p. 160.
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combined, land of severe thought with gay imaginings,
land of the heartfullest men - Germany had resigned,
scornfully expelled that religion which for ages seemed
inextricably rooted in the minds and hearts of her men.
Its feasts and festivals, so dear with many recollections
in the chronicle of every poor man’s heart ; its fasts and
penances, so meritorious in this world and the next ; its
guardian saints, so prodigal of miracles ; its priests, so
able and eager to wipe away every foulest stain from
the guilty conscience, and give it rest and certain hope ;
its influence over all—the thrilling charm of the words,
“son of the church”—all is gone! As a dream of the
night, it lingered a moment : men rubbed their eyes—
and it was forgotten. And gshall it be so? Shall
Germany be resigned without an effort to reclaim the
sons of the church ? Shall Scandinavia, England,
Switzerland, France, nay, even Italy and Spain—all
tainted with heresy—shall all be resigned without a
struggle? The man is born who will answer the
question by his deeds—Ignatius of Loyola, the founder
of the Jesuits. We shall meet him anon.

There was no difficulty in the Conclave to elect a
successor to Clement VII. By unanimous conscnt
S Alcxander Farnese was named pope; he
:;zc;::g:dtgm took the name of Paul III. His name has

" been mentioned before in connection with
Alexander VI. His age was sixty-seven : he had been
a cardinal forty years; and only just missed the
pontificate after Leo and Adrian. Clement kept him
waiting twelve years ; and then he grasped the object
of his ambition.® Dorn in the preceding century, he
pursued his studics under Pomponius Lactus, at Rome ;

! Ranke, p. 63 ; Panvin. Paul. 1IT. Conclavi de’ Pontef. p. 151,
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and in the gardens of Lorenzo d¢’ Medici, at Florence,
he imbibed a taste for the liheral arts, refined luxury, and
magnificence. His earlier private character has been
represented in very dark colours—probably exaggerated :
for we must always remember that the champions on
either side of the religious strife, arc generally painted
as monsters by antagonist hisorians.! Like Bembo, he
had indulged in the licence of the age, had tasted the
pleasurcs of life, incurring by disgraceful wounds some
of its retributive pains, if he was not slandered ; and
lived to exalt the witnesses of his early misdoings to the
highest rank. Iis exccrable son, Pier Luigi, came to
a violent end in punishment of his misdeeds ;2 and the
conduct of his grandson, militating with his private
interests, was, it is admitted on all sides, the cause of
that anguish which consigned the pope to the grave ;
for, “ pierced with anguish,” says the Jesuit Feller,
“ for having tarnished his soul in behalf of his ungrateful
relatives, his dying exclamation was Si mei non fuissent
dominati tunc immaculatus essem, &c.” 3

He had been an intimate friend of Leo X. The
reader remembers the lake Bolsena, wherc Leo angled :
he was then the guest of the no less magnifi-
cent Farnese, whose hereditary estates were pouioawelt
in the vicinity, where superb villas and palaces,
and extensive plantations of fruit and forest trees had
ornamented and cnriched the surrounding country,

! Compare Sleidan, Quirinus, Keisling, ¢ Ochin,” Du Chéne, Ranke.

? Botta (Storia d’ Ttalia, i. p. 236, cf seq.) expatiates on the horrible life of
this wreteh, and deseribes the dreadful exime le committed on a young bishop,
who died in consequence, of mental anguish. It was sarcastically called o new
way of making martyrs, But Pier Luigi’s father, Paul 1IL., only called the
unspeakable crime youshful frivolity—leygerezzn yiovenile, and made light of the
matter. For his death, see Dotta, iii. 46.

3 Biog. Univ.; Paruta, Hist. Venet.; Ranke, p. 70.; Eggs, Pontif.
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planned by the taste of the sumptuous cardinal,' who
in these pleasant retreats, and amid these brilliant habits
of life, bided his time, which came at last. There was
much in Farnese to rccommend him to the great and
the little of Rome, and all the world besides. Deeply
conversant with human nature, consummatc in the
management of affairs, living in royal splendour, a
liberal friend and protector of the learned, whose ser-
vices he patronised, he inspired the highest hopes of
his pontificate.2 He was a man of easy, magnificent,
liberal habits ; and was compared to Leo as a pope, and
placed above him as a man of learning, by no other than
Cardinal Bembo in a dedication—* for the truth should
be honestly spokent,” adds the gentle flatterer.® The cava-
lier Jesuit, Tirabosch, is exuberant in his landation of
Paul IIL. (who ratified his society), and the roseate hues
of the memory of Paul 111, and Ignatius of Loyola, con-
sole the suppressed Jesuit in the day of humiliation.*
Arisoto, also, lauds Farnese and his “ learned company.”?

Among the liberal arts which Paul IIL patronised
was astrology, the art of prognosticating the issue of
events by the configuration of the stars and
planets at birth, or any given moment of a
man’s life.  You smile at the fact ; it is nevertheless
certain. * We meet with the most unquestionable parti-
culars respecting the pope himsclf,” says Ranke ; and
nothing is more certain than the great repute and

Artroloay.

! Roscoe, ii. 393. 2 Botta, i. 3; Conclav. 167.

3 ¢ Qui et pontifox maximus es ut Leo Decimus fuit ; et in optimarum artium
diseiplinis multd quam ille habitus doctior. Vera enim fateri omnes non soldim
honeste possumus, sed etiam debemus.”’— Pef. Bemb. Epist. Leon. 4.

+ Storia, vii. P. 1. 23.

5 Orland. xlvi, 13,

Feco Alessandro, il mio signor, Farnese.
U dotta compagnia, clie seco mena, &ec.
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practice of this wonderful art in the sixteenth and fol-
lowing centuries, not excepting the present age of
enlightenment. “The matter has come to such a pitch,”
says a respectable authority, “that there are very few
-cardinals who transact any business, though it be only
to buy a load of wood, except through the medium of
some astrologer or wizard.”! Panvinius, a Catholic his-
torian of the popes, attests the fact reproachfully in the
case of Paul III.? In effect, Paul held no important
sitting of the consistory, nor even made a journey,
without having first consulted the stars on the choice of
the fitting days. An alliance with France was broken
off, because there was no conformity between the nati-
vities of the king and the pope® To those who are
utterly unacquainted with the pretensions of astrology,
who have not given it a quiet thought, it scems absurd
to believe that a man of sense and learning should
place faith in so vain a prophet : but a good dip into
the thing will show that it is much like Romish contro-
versy—a very cntangling and fascinating matter. The
more vanity you have, the morc likely you are to be
entrapped. Learning is no antidote or specific against
either infection. 'Who more learned than the Jesuits ?
And yet they favoured the pretensions of astrology.
They favoured it in the seventeenth century—they
favoured it in the eighteenth. With the Jesuits it was
only a matter of distinction as to the form of prediction.
They would have these predictions only as conjectires—
not as downright certainties