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PREFACE

HE Author of the following Letters,

which chiefly relate to the Porfuguefe
Inquifition, Popery, and fefustifm, may feem to
have undertaken a needle§s tafk, in writing on
matters which have been fo often and amply
difcuffed by much abler pens: however, he
flatters himfelf, that his obfervations on thefe’
trite fubjets will not be looked upon as a mere
crambe repetita, and perhaps may be found to
contain not only fomething new and entertain-
ing, but even of publfc utility, efpecially at
this juncure.

As to the Portuguefe Inquifition, tho’ fome
late regulations at Lifbon, fince the fatal earth-
quake, gave room to believe, that its exorbi-
tant power had been curtailed, and that, if the
folemn parade of Autes de fe were flill continu-
ed, we fhould hear no more of thofe cruel
executions, to which fo many innocents have
fallen victims, yet feveral recent inftances have

A2 fufe
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fufficiently convinced the world, that the mini-
fters of that terrible tribunal are ftill fuffered.to
exercife their zeal, in the fame barbarous maa-
ner as formerly, and that, in a country fo fcarce
of fewel, they can ftill find furzes and faggats
endigh to burn New Chriftians, manyof whem,
tho’ condemned for Judaifm, have been incon-~
teftably proved, after they were confumed to
athes, to be far better Catholics, even in_the
Popifh acceptation of the word, than the Logds,
Inquifitors themfelves.

" In cafe it thould be objefted, as, in eﬂ'eéh
it has been, that it no more hecomes us to
cenfure the proceedings of their courts of juf~

tice in Portugal, whether ecclefiaftical or civil,

than it does the Portuguefe to cenfure thofe of
ours, it may be reply'd, that ’tis the duty, no -
lefs than the intereft of all mankind, to expofe
a Tribunal, whofe tendereft mercies are cruel,
which is not only a difgrace to Chriftianity, and
has almoft ruined the Country where it fubfifts,
but claims a jurifdiction over foreigners as well,
as natives. ‘This alone were fufficient to juftify
every thing that can be faid on the fubje@. But
the principal inducement for dwelling {o largely
on this article, (in treating of which, fome
very curious and authentic memoirs are inter~
fperfed, never before publifhed) was the info-
lence of a late anonymous Scribbler, who, tha®
L . R an
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4n Englifhmah, and (which muft appear &ill
more’ a&omfhmg) a Proteftant to boot, if his
own-word is to be taken, not content with hav-,
ing offered an apology for that infernal Court,.

_ has toft outrageoufly abufed the whole Britith
Nation; for permitting the equity of its pro-
ceedings-to be called .in queftion. It was not
only neceffary to upmatk this impudent Hireling,
but our'national honor, both as Britons and Pro~
teftants, required, that the amiable picture hg
has drawn of the Holy Office, and the hideous
one of his own countrymen, in contraft to the
Portuguefe, thould be fet in their genuine light;
and if the detail of certain ftriking faéts thould
chance to give offence, it ‘ought to be looked
upon gs-paturally arifing from the fubjed, and
not intended as a Satyr on our good friends and
allies. - -

With refpe& to the article of . Popery, what
the author clneﬂy had in view, was not fo much
to expofe its errors and corruptions, on which
$o many unanfwerable tracts have been written;
as to point out the caufes of its prefent growth,
and to thew how deeply our civil and religious
liberties may be affected by it; nor will it be
-amifs to remark on this important fubje&, that
as, when we had a Popith Prince on thethrone,
who attempted to deftroy both, no people ever
made a nobler ftand againft the encroachments

A3 of
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of Superftition and Tyranny, fo now *, when'
we are bleft with aPrince, who has made it the’
perpetual ftudy of his life to oppofe the rivages-
of thefe two formidable monfters, and fo juftly
merits, both at home and abroad, the glorious
title of Defender of the Faith, we feem uticon-
cerned at the reftlefs attacks of the emiffaries
of Rome, whofe number and infolence are
daily encreafed by our fupinenefs. To whét
can fo ftrange a conduc be owing? Are we
grown tired of our happmcfs? Or do'we think
that Popery has changed its nature, and would
therefore, out of mere wantonnefs, once more
fubmit our necks to that iron yoke, which our
forefathers found fo infupportable, which every
nation in Europe has feverely felt, and fome
ftill feel, the effe¥s of ?

_ If the tendency of this idolatrous and perfes
cuting religion be really fo dreadful, as- every
one muft allow, who knows what Popery is,
furely it can fcarce be deemed prefumption juft
to hint, that fome expedient ought to be taken
to check its alarming progrefs. Can we be too
‘much on our guard againft a fwarm of Incen-
diaries, who would not only obtrude on us
another Gofpel, diametrically oppofite to' that of

* This was printed a little before his late Majcfty’s de~
ceafe.

- . Chnﬁ,
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Chafl, but openly profefs thair attachment to a
Sareign intereft, deftrucive $o every thing that
an bc dear to a Proteftant Nation ? If it thould
be judged inconvenient to deprive even . Papifts’
of that liberty, . which their Catholic church re-
fufes to thofe of every other denomination, yet
ceminly it cannot be deemed perfecution to re-
frain, in fome degree, their Priefts and Fryars
from feducing fuch as are not yet perverted, and
fetting the laws at defiance, by withdrawing
the people from their allegiance both to God
and the King, and publicly teaching them, as
an article of faith, to bear an implacable hatred
to a Conflitution, the beft adapted of any o
carth to render us truly happy. .

Among all the Romifth Locufts, . wherewith
this Capital is fo much infefted, the Jefuits are
allowed to be the moft fubtil and enterprizing,
and confequently the deadlieft enemies to the
government : thefe men, above all other’ or-
ders, are rebels and traitors from principle, and
have incurred {o univerfal an odium on this ac-
count, that it may feem unneceflary to defcend
to pasticular inftances. However, as their vafl
projedls in South America, and late Confpiracies
againft his moft Faithful Majefty, have made
fo much noife, and may probably end in their
total extermination, like that of the Knights
Tcmplars, perhaps the account here given of

A4 the
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the wicked. artifices they uled both to efkdhlith
their empire and to get rid of their Sovereign,
with the author’s refle@ions ‘on their, banifh+
ment from Portugal, the treatment.of  the um-
fortunate Noblemen wha canfulted. them;, and
the infamous conduét of the court of Rome,
may not prove unacceptable to the reader. -

. Every one knows, that our penal laws againft.
Popith Priefts, were chiefly intended aguinft
this pernicious Fraternity. Our Englith Jefuits:
can-vaunt as many treafons.as the moft turbu-
lent of their brethren, and, in fome refpecls,
have greatly furpafied thofe of all others na-
tions. . The fingle inftance of the Powder-plot,
which cannot be paralleled in hiftory, was of
thewr michination, and will remain an eternal
monument, to, convince Pofterity, ‘what -fuch
men are capable of. But neither the wicked
politics of Jefuits, neither the pious frauds, the
boundlefs ambition; the infatiable avarice, nor’
revengeful difpofition, for whicl the whele So- -
ciety has been fo notorioufly ftigmatized, from
1ts firft inftitution, are fo much to be dreaded
as their impious and deteftable maxims, with
regard to private life and manners, wherewith
they have fo enormounfly corrupted Chriftian
Morality, that the very Pagans would blu(h a

the mention. @
. : »Ir—'
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.. T'hiis beent often bitterly comphaisied: of, by
tiacyfe of their own communion, that, wherever
Jefnits have any influence, the peoples’ motals
ame exceffively relaxed ; which- may be eafily’
accounrted for, as the maxims they teach are fo
well calculated to give unbridled fcope to every
irregular pafiion : and if it be true, (would to.
Heaven it were groundlefs !) that Licentioufnefs
ang: Infidelity have made larger firides among’
us of late, we may thank the fons of Ignatiusde
Lasyela for it, who now take more than ordinary
pains to propagate among us their new fyftem
of Ethics and Divinity, which has fo diret =

tendency to render mankind Libertines and

Atheifts. ,

:-To convince the wosld, that our Enghﬂ: Jo.
fqats no lefs exceed thofe of others countries, in
promating the moft abominable practices in pri-
vate life, than, they haye done in their.public
treafons, the author has chiefly dwelt on a2 re~
cent fact, which, tho’ it concerns an obfcure
pexfon, who may feem of little or no confe-
quence, is too interefting not to deferve the at-
teation of every friend to virtue. The cafe, in
few words, relates to one of their profelytes,
who, having been fo far impofed upon by the
fophiftical arguments and delufory promifes of
the craftieft hypocrites that ever exifted, 3s tp

bg induced to turn Papift, and reriouncing, foon
after,
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after, both them and their religion, on difco-

vering the grofs corruptions of the ore, a0d hor-

rid abomipatipns of the other, hasbeen ever
“fince perfecuted by them, with all the rage and
-malice of Jefuits, infomuch that atterapts have
been made on his liberty apd life, and now 4t
dength, on. what is dearer than both, his rcpu-‘
tation.

This affair indeed is of fuch a nature as muft
fill every generous breaft with indignation and
horror; nor could any thing excufe the author’s
dwelling fo minutely on fo foul and odious a
fubje, but the neceflity he was under of men-
tioning certain particulars, which modeﬁy would
otherwife have concealed, not only in order ta,
expofe the fecret villainies of our zealous Mif-
fionaries, who abufed the venerable name of Re-
ligion to fuch execrable purpofes, but to vindi-
cate injured innocence from the thamelefs charge
of a Junto of men, who, by their cafuiftical
diftinction and mental rcfcrvatlons, can Juﬂ:fy
1o their own confciences the blackeft calumnies,
‘and even perjury itfelf. Many books have been
lately publifhed here in favor of Popery, and
{ome even in favor of Jefuitifm: the laying open
this myftery of iniquity will thew, in the moft
glaring colors, how much they promote a

‘general corruption of manners.
Ay
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~fs Mr. Bower is frequently taken notice ‘of,
in ‘the courfe of ithefe letters, it may not be im-=-
proper juft tointimate, that, as fome perhaps-
think him a better man, fo others, it is certaing
(=t deaftas far as ‘can bejudged from the vouch-
ers hitherto produced on both fides) have ree
prefented him much worlfe, than he reaily is.
X¢ will be cafily perceived, that it was not the
author’s defign to apologize for the Hiftorian’s
condud, which neither himfelf nor friends pres
tend to have been wholly unexceptionable, but
only to convince the prejudiced, that the heavie
eft charges brought againft him, both as aman
of probity and a'writer, were originally formed,
and induftricufly promoted, by thafe of the
Church and‘Order, both which, notwithftand-
ing fome imprudent fteps, he‘ appears to have
fincerely renqunced ; and that his guondem bre-
thren have taken no lefs pains to remove our
prejudices, with regard to the Inquifition, Po-
pery, and Jefuitifin, than he has done to raife
in us an irreconcileable averfion to them ; which,
it muft be owned, has a very unaccountable
appearance in one who has been fo publicly ac-
cufed of being a Papift and Jefuit in difguife.
Many judicious perfons are of opinion, that, had
he never employed his pen on thefe fubjets, we
fould not have heard a fingle word either of
his immoralities or prevarications.
Having
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Having premifed thus much of the fubftahce
of the following Letters, and the-motives for-
their publication, it may feem impértinent to
add, that the author was too diffident of his
own judgment to have ventured fending them
to the prefs, had he not been encouraged to do
it, by fome Gentlemen of diftinguithed rank;
who were not only pleafed with the honefty of
the defign, but exprefled their approbation of
the performance : for, in fhort, whatever is
offtred "to the Public, however well intended,
or be it well or 'ill performed, .muft fpeak for
itfelf ; and every one has a right to cenfure or
applaud, agreeable to his own fentiments. If
the prefent work has any merit, connoxﬁ'curs
will eafily difcover it ; and if it has none, neither
a long preface, nor the opinion of others, will
ever perfuade them to the contrary.

,.
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A'ulfuxu'nc
M E M O I R S.

Conccmlng the

Portuguefe INQuisiTION, &2

S

L ETTER L
SIR,
N compliance with my pronnfe,
take this opportunity of givi eé
§ you my fentiments on the fubj
) of our laft converfation, wherein
the difcourfe chiefly turned on the
iate controver(y between Mr. Bower and his
ifts. On that occafion, you feemed far
from fatisfied with what the former had hitherto
offered in his own vindication ; yet I remem-
ber, you exprefled no fmall aﬁom(hment, that
any of the latter, efpecially Proteflants, {hould
not only call in queftion the authenticity of the
zccount he has publithed of the inhuman pro«

ccedings of the Malian Inquifition, but even
.o B dar
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* dare to apologize, ‘in fuch a counrry as Eng—
.Jand, for the bloodieft part of that Tribunal; ¥
«mean. the Holy Office eftablithed in 'Portugal
- At the. fame time, we began to-enter on'a
" more interefting topic ; it Was toncérhing the
-sapid progrefs which Popery ‘has lately made
.among us. Fhis, .you "entitely agreed with
me, was too notorious a fac-to admit of the
leaft difpute ; but, as to the genuine caufes; we
were fomewhat divided in our opinions. How-
ever, ] muft own, I-was not a little ftruck
with the force of one remark you made on this
.héad, to wit, that the Charch of Rome his
ined ‘more Profclytes here, in proportion as
her falfe doltrines and {uperftitious practicés
bave been more fully expofed by our Divines :
infomuch that, in this age of light add know-
ledge, people feem determined to embrace
error for Truth in fpxte of thcxr own convic-
tion. - *
With re m‘d to the procceumgs of the Inqur-
fition, whetefocver eftablithed, efpecially in
Portugal, I fhall give you the beft informations
i could procure from the moft authentic-Me-
moits. - And, as to Popery, tha' little more
can be faid of it, than what the world is alrea~
dy acquainted with ; yet, fince the fame thing;
placed in a new light, -and told in the familiag
flyle of a letter, may engage the attention- of
fome readers, bcyond a ‘prolix ‘and &ldborate
difcourfe, I fhall, in the fequel of our correfs
pondence, firft confider its nature and tenden=
cy, and then.proceed to the caufes of its pret
) . . . . o . . knt

»
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1 fent, enqimpans growth, which are nat fo gene-
rally. knawa: -This being 2. point which:more
. immediately .concerns us,. it were - fuffitient,
.one, wauld think, to induge the moft indalent
to reflett.on. the.codfequences ; ‘ard, however
fuchialarms may he. contcmptuouﬂy flighted by
, fome pesfons, it-muft be allowed by thefe,
.who.have any regard for their civil or rehglous
.liberties, that there never wds & time, whereiri
it bohoved ps.te be fo much on eur guard
‘again{t ‘the reftlefs attscks of the emiffaries of
‘Rome, whofe prodigions fwdrms, -numberlefs
,amﬁclsy and. unbridled mfolenco, furpas all
imegination. - The {fubjed, in itfelf, however
treated, is undoubtcdl of :the -laft importance;
and . I »ﬂattet myfclfg that the obfervations,
which the expetience of many years, both 4t
home and abroad, has furnithed me with, .will
not proveé wholly ufelefs at this junéture. . -
. In:the intesim,; to. retura ‘to Mr: Bower, who
has been. (% violently.attacked. from every, quar«
* ter; the Public, I prefume; need not to be
informed, that whatever comes from his Popith
adverfaries, efpecially: Jefuits and- thofe under
theip direclion, -is always to be flifpected ;- fince
it is: theis avowed prisciple and well-known
practice to mife the' blackeft calumnics on the
mod . ianocent perfor living, who has incurred
their difpleafure. Would: any ene, whe had the
nfe of his reafon; give credit to the report of
grcsher; - who bas niot erily been conviGted of
lymg aod. flandering, . on. a thoufand occafions,
but makes no feruple of telling the world, th;t
Ba
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ho is 2 Lyar and Slandexrst: from principle'; : forr
whlch the Jefuits are infamotis to 2 proverb?
.~ How could it be expetted, thatany teims
fhould be kept with a man,” who. has not only
senounced theis Catholip Church in fo-public 2
manner, bug even expofed its ‘errors and.cor-
raptions 3 and, which is ful ‘more ptovokmg,
has painted a Society, ‘whereof he was onct.a
Member, with:whofe fecrets he had: been ene
trufted, and which is ackrowledged to confift
of the moft vindi&ive body of men on the fage:

of the earth,. in firch hortid colpurs? -~ - .
Tho' it would be an.affront 1o cemnion
fenfe to- fet about invalidating the teftimony: of
fuch kind of adverfaries ; ‘yet I think it incam-
bent on me to take a more particutar notice of
thofe Proteflonts, fuch ‘at leaft as are really:fo,
who have declared open war. agamﬂ the. Hifio-
rian; as it ¢an fcarce be fuppofed, - that thefe,
who a& on rmore juftifiable’ principles, fhould
have tgken fo- much pains'to blacken his cha-
racter, were it not from the:clearet conviction

of his guilt, - For my past, I (hall nof pretend,
as many have done, to‘enter into the motives,
which. induced him to' change -his religion,
fince thefo, I apprehend, can be known to
fone but God anf hxm[elf y tho’, 25 to outward
appearances, both charity and _mﬁme theuld: in.
tline us to judge on the moft favourable fide,
not only from tiis own folemn profeflions, and
the vifible proofs he has given of his fincérity,
by firiking at the very root of Popery, but the
intimate- connexijon he has had, for fo many
4 ‘7 years,
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years, with perfonns of the higheft rank and
probity, who haye hitherto difcovered nothing
m him, which might bring thé reality of his
converfion in quefton. *Tis not my defign 8
atternpt juftifying his whole conduct, which per-
haps will not bear the ftricteft fcrutifiy: he owns
himfelf to have taken fome imprudent fteps,
which his enemies have given him fufficient
caufe to repent of : yet this I may venture 1o
affirm, that; in wgatcvbr light the charge
brought againft him may appedr in fome re-
Apedls, ’tis €xtremely dubious in others, and,
in certain inftances, which have been produced
#3 inconteftable fats, proved to be tdtally void
.of foundaton. In fhort, it has happened in
the prefent cafe, as in moft perforial difputes.
His opponents, by éndeavouring to prove too
much, have fo fat weakened the credibility of
thof® ftories; which might otherwife have
. pafied current, that many, who at' firlt were
prejudiced againft him, now look on the whole
charpe as the pure offspring of rnalice.

As to Mr. Bower’s principil antagonift, whom
you {o earheftly enquire about, 4li the informa-
tion I can give you of him, is, that he has de-
fervedly acquired the efteem of the learned
world, by detecting ¢ertain impoftures, wherein
. neither the Chu'rcﬁ nor Religion had any con-
...cetmr; but whethet he has been fo happy in
deteding thofe, imputed to the Hiftorian,
wherein both were fuppofed to be fo deeply in-
terefted, is much to be doubted; for, tho' {
. will pot deny, but this Gentleman ‘may have
B3 taken
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tdken fuch indefatigable pains in the latter cafh,
from a pure regard to Truth, yet the fame re’
gard forces me to add, that, in fome very ma-
terial points, he has been cvidentfy miftaken ;
and in others, which admit no pofitive proof -
on either fide, it feems. morally ible,
that any man, in his right fenfes, thould have
- a@ted fo prepofteroufly as Mr. Bower is affirmed
to bave done, not only without any vifible mo- ~
tive, but with the ftrongeft motives to the con-
trary: fo that, apon the whole, if he is an
Hypocrite, he muft be one of the moft unac- -
countable Hypocrites that ever exifted. In fay-
ing thus much, I cannat be fufpected of the
leaft bias or prepofieffion, as I am an utter ftran-
ger to both parties. SR
Tho' I have dwelt long enough on this per-
plexed controverfy, it may not be improper to
note by the way, that, among the various an-
tagonifts of Mr, Bower, who pafs for good
Proteftants, there are nominal as well as real -
ones: with regard to the latter,'I fhall fay no
more than what many judicious perfons have
faid before me, to wit, that they might have
employed their time much better than in plead-
ing the .caufe of Popith priefts and Jeluits,
which, tho’ perhaps thro’ inadvertency, they
moft effetually promoted, by authorizing the
improbable fitions of men, who look on ca-
lumny, forgery, and perjury itfelf, as merito-"
rious, when the intereft of their Church or Or-
der is to be ferved : but as to the former, -who -
had other obje@s in view, befides expofing the
' ' Hiftorian -
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Hiftoriam of - the Popaes; the tafls J-have under~. -
taken, requires, that I thould be formewhat more
circum@aptial. ., Qf:this fort.of gentry- there are-
niugnbers. AMOPE.us,:Wiho, to beguile the unwary
and. credulqus, put on the mafk of Proteftant- .
ifm ;. but, notwithftandiog all their-difguifes,
a,very moderate penatration will-be fuflicient te
difcover, what they really are, as well as- their
defigns. . In, few words, they are not only-
Papifts, but, fuch Papifts as are always to be
dreaded,. that is,’ the moft virulent Priefts and
Jefuits,;: who have fworn eternal war againft

our Church apd State, and ftroll about, likea

fwarm. of Locuils,. a title well fuited to fuch
kind of Miffionaries, for no other purpofe- but
to promote the ruin and deftruction of both._

Among thefe wolves in fheep’s cloathing, I -
1hall fingle out, for the fubject of my -prefent
letter, the anonymous author of a lgte pam-
phlet, entitled, Second part of the Satyricat Re-
view of the.manifold falfities and abfurdities bi-
therto publifted, comcerning the Earthguake. af
Lifbon, .with a genuine account of the Inqusfition, -
of the Auto de fe, and the execution of _tZe Fews,
sn Porrygal. . .

. This,.without difpute, is ose of the moift
extraordinary picces in its kind, beth for ftyle
and matter, that ever appeared in our language.
The Author is pleafed to call himfelf, in the
titleepage, a Man of Bufinefs ; which, in the
Portuguefe, a laoguage he feems no ftranger
“ta, implies the fame thing as Homem de Negocio,
7.¢.a Merchant. Now as this term is fome-~

' B 4 ' what
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whiit equivocal, and there: doos mtt apjean
through the whole performance, the leaft trace
of the mercantile ftyle, but rather a ftrang re-
femblance of that which is fa frequently tfed
m certdin places at Lilbon, well known by the
 pames of Seminario Inglex, and: Corpe Sonts*,
you will nam‘rallg enquire, what may be this
man’s real bufinefs. 1 need not acquaint you,

" .- that there is no inconfiderable trafic carried on

in fpirituel as well as temporal . commodities,
and that one, well fkilled in the negotiation of
the former, generally -finds it mere lucrative
than the lattér. From. this hint, I prefume;
_ you begin to guefs what fert of Trade this mian
follows. To explam myfsif in one word, his
occupation is that of a Popith prieft fent hither
to convert his heretic countrymen. As to the
reft; he is the chicf direQor of a chapel belong-
ing to a certain foreign miniflor, whoin;
fame is to be credited, he ferves in & double
capacity, that is to fay, both-of 2 chaplain.and
& fpy; and is; moreover, no lefs diftiniguithed
among his own party, for his grofs immoralis
ties, than his zeal in promoting the Catholit
faith. It is impoffible, in fine, for ahy tongub
or pen but his own, to defcribe the: foulnefs
and virulence of either; nor can ther¢ be 4
ftronger proof of his great preficicncy in this

* The former is:a Seminary of Englith Priefla; thelate
ter of Irith Dominicans, fome of -whom are Confnltora or
‘Qualificators of the Haly Office, * Both are regularly fnp-
plied with Pupils from the refpeftive kingdonds, who, when,
fitted for the Miffion, are {eat home, - - pd

- S kid
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Rined of rhetoric, than the pamphlet now bes
foreuws. - - ’ a
- Thas fatyrical gentleman, ‘commonly known
by the nanre of Bl—wthe, whofe general ¢haraca
ter I have hete given, would fain pafs for 4
Proeeftant, bat puts on the mafk fo aukwardly,
thrit hi$ catholic'zeal always appears up 3
"Tis hard indeed to determine which of the two
is moft confpicuous, the folly or effrontery of
the ' man, in fetting -himfelf up as an advocate
for the Portuguefe Inquifition, in fach a toun-
try as England. He infifts that there cannot
be- an higher infult' on his moft Faithful Ma-
joity and the Pottuguefe Natién, than that out
8eriblers fhould bé’ permitted to take fuch li-
berties with the proceedings of that awful
Ttribanal: His indignation at this licentioufhefs
of the Britith Prefs fisuggles within his breaft
and tho', for certain reafons, he dares fiot give it
full vent ; yet his real fentiments may be cafily
puthered from the following expreffions : :
+ ¢ Al] that Iinfift upon; fags he, is, that'in
Portugal the Inquifition is mot what it is vul-
rly reprefented, with regard either to the
Jews of that country, or to any other perfons,
- ‘who are foreigners to that nation. In all other
. &efpe@s, how far it be blameable or juitifiable,
¥ ncither know nor care ; and it is tofally fo-
reign to my prefent fubje&, to give myfelt the
trouble of enqdiring. Wherefore I leave that
Wiibunal to defend jefelf as it can; only obferv~
itg, ‘that it muft be confiderably blacker, than
it 15 poffible, without abfurdity, to believe, if
..yt it

¢ . 0%
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it have nothing more folid to offer in i,ts_"qw,q:
vindication, than what our latter fcriblers have -,
objected againit it ; whofe whole ftock of op=
pofition to it, being made up of fuch palpable .
falfities and abfurdities, as pafs the bounds Qj’ k
all human credibility (as if there were no more -
fubftantial arguments againft it), feems calculaty
ed rather to reccommend than decry it.” = . .
THis paragraph, tho’ fomewhat dark and -
~ perplexed, was, no doubt, intended as an apo- .
logy for the Inquifition, and to expofe the ma- -
Jevolence or credulity of thofe who have.paint-
ed it in fuch odious colors. I agree with the
Satyrift, that it was foreign to his defign, to
enquire how far this Tribunal is juftifiable or
blameable; but as it is not foreign to mine, let
us fee what has been, or indeed can be offered .
in its fayour, The ftrongeft argument, which
- has ever been urged by the moft ftrenuous par-
tifins of the Holy Office, is, that fuch a Coprt
is ablolutely neceffary for the extirpation of Ju-
daifm and Heretical Pravity, and to preferve
the Catholic Faith in its purity. Now what are
the methods made ufe 6}3 for thefe falutary pur-
pofes? It is univerfally acknawledged by.all
writers, both ancient and modern, who ¥UW'¢
fpoken impartially ¢n the fubje, that pothing
can be more oppafite to the fpirit of the Gofpel,
Even with regard to the Jews, or New Ch_rif-{ "
tians, (as they are called) who feem to be 'the |
principal object of this formidable Tribunal, "
the celebrated Padre- Antonio Vieira, whofe.,
Teftimony is beyond all exception, as he was
' ' a Por-

A ]
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a Portuguefe, a Prieft, diftinguithed for his
yittue and learning, and had been ¢onfined for
feveral years “in Lﬁe prifons of .the Inquifition,
where he was.an eye and ear-witnefs of what
iifed within thofe horrid walls ; this Padre, [
fay, has proved to a demonfiration, that the
diftin@ion of New and Old Chriftians (no
where heard of; but in Spain and Portugal)
had been firft invented, amf ever fince artfully
kept up, by a fet of wicked and defigning men,
purely to ferve the ends of avarice, bigotry,
and malice, to the difgrace and ruin of the na-
tion. He complains, in the moft pathetic
terms, that the oath of an old Chriftian, tho’
gver fo infamous, was always admitted againft .
a new one, to whofe déPoﬁytion no regard was
paid, tho’ he lived the Iife of an Angel ; that
this notorious partiality, the dread of falfe ac-
cufations, and the fatal confequences thence
refulting, had depopulated the kingdom, by
driving thoufands of the moft ufeful hands intg
foreign parts, where too many, overwhelmed .
with poverty, and fecing no end of their gife-
ries, were at length tempted to embrace Juda-
ifm ; which might have heen prevented, had
they been treated with the fame lenity as the
reft of their fellow-fubjeds.

He farther adds, that a vaft gumber of thefe
unfortunate pcople were fiript of all their fub-
ftance, on the moft frivolous pretences, and
fuch evidence, as would have been reje@ed in
any fecular Court of Juftice ; that many hun-
dred Innocents had been tortured to death, or
aCually
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acually brought to the ftake, for this pretend:
éd crime, who had always lived as good Cai
tholics, and devoutly profefied their faith i
Chrift to the laft moment ; that' the whole prd-
¢eedings of the Holy Office, in the trial and
examination of prifoners, was iniquitous fo the
higheft degree, nothing but a complication of
the moft wicked artifices, to induce them to
plead guilty ; and, when thefe methods faited,
that falfe confellions were frequently extorted
by menaces and racks;in fine, that the inL
juftices and cruelties here practifed, were fb
flagrant and enormious, 4s to cry aloud to Hea-
ven for vengeance.
" "Thefe are the chief obje@ions, which thé
unbiafled writers of every denomination have
made, to fhew how much they deteft the T'ri-
bunal, which our Man of Bufinefs apologiZés
for. . Whether the inftances here produced,
(which, it muft bé owned, would exceed the
bounds of all human credibility, were they not
{o well attefted) ferve to recoimend or dect
it, the Public is left to judge. "
I fhall take foe other oppottunity to give
you 2 more minute account of the batbarous
proceedings’ of this Ttibunal: in the mean
while, let us fee what is farther offered in fts
vindication. <« For the reft, fays out advo-
cate, as the Inquifition in Portugal is a ‘Tribu-
nal eftablithed by royal aithority, and réveren-
ced by a whole nation in clofe alliance with s ;
and as it claims no authority over Englithmen,
cithier here, or in thé Portuguefe dominiotr;f’,‘ I
: - - think
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think.it a clesr caf@, that it in no wife belonge
Ao s, to call them to 3n accqunt for admitti
2, Trbpnal, which regards mono but thepy-
fplnes, and, thuch lefs can i become us to abufe
them grofshy for fo doing,” ~— The fame fubr
3¢Q is afierwwards thus refumed, < Whatgver
pretext a.mifcreant fot. of Portugiiefe Jews may
spakie uik of, . ta infult their own mogarch, our
g00d and faithful ally, for tolerating she laguifh
$ion. againfl them, -1 am perfe@ly dear in #
that we can alledge no decent or Judt ones. fof
infulting him ourfelves, or fuffering him to. be
infulted,” by meaps. of a-Bri.tiﬂl;th:.'-' Thgin-
guiRion of Postegal claims no right aver Enge
lifbmen.: even, Britith Roman Cﬂ-ﬁhoﬁcﬁlgl.-i&
bons. who bave not taken the bepefig of natyy
g‘gg@ﬁq’m arg. equally exempt from its; it

O Lt L. . - Y
- k remgmber to have heard mm old Fryatat
Evors, decleiming, ‘with the “ytmoft vchey
mehke, an the .fingular bigflings of the Holy
Office, and infilling that, were it not fiir the
zga) and vigilsnce of its minifters, the Clargy
‘might fhut up all their churches. This half-
witted Feyar, I am perfuaded, meagt no morg
by, thig expreffion, shan paying the highaft
compliment, be was able to the Inquifition ;
the' it certainly implied no lefs than calling his
sountrymen (which fome foreigners have been
pleafeq to do) a nation of Jéws. -And yst, af-
tes.all, 1 am. fully convinced, there are mapy
thoufands of gopd Catholics in Portugal, in the
feade this teran is underfiood hy Papifts. exery

where ;
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-wheré; and-that, confidering their ftrong 26
‘tachment to the errors they have imbibed frooh
thelr infancy; their natural ‘propenfity to idola:
-try and fuperflitition, their exeéflive fondnefs
of religious parade, and their invincible igno-
rance ; thete is little profpe®t of a reformation
‘among them, even tho’ this Tribunal were abo-
Tlithed. The duke of Braganza, after his accef=
fion. to the ciown, caufed the Holy Office to be
fhut up for a confiderable time; and yet the
people, we find, remained as ftaunch Papifts as
ever. :
-"The Portuguef¢; in thott, have been too
Jong inured to their beloved images, their gaudy
proceflions, and idle infignificant devotions, te
be eafily induced to change them for the evans
licad fimplicity, which affords nothing. to
atter the fenfes, or to charm the imagination:
What they call divine fervice, confifts, as every
one knows, of little elfe but outward fhew and
ceremony. Even in the facrifice of the Mafs;
the lighted -taper, the glaring filk veftment;
and- other pompous appendages, are held as efs
fential by Papifts in general, as the words of
confécration ; and ‘indeed when thefe are want
ing, ho Mafs is to be had. :The application of
the benefits refulting from this facrament, des
pends fo much on-mere thew, that ’tis fufficient
to fe¢ the illuminated altar and tawdry prieft
at a diftance, without underftanding, or ever

~ heasing a fingle word. But in Portugal, above

all other countries, Popery may be truly Rliled
# mechanjcal religion, which fo entirsly de+

pends :
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pends on the gilder, t{;ainger, fta , Wax-

" ‘¢handler, taylor, &c. that, 'if you take away

“thefe, ‘the whole' fabric falls to the ground, or

at leaft nothing is left to raife the people’s de-
‘votion,” or to engage their attention,

' "However, 'as our Apologift would perfuade
“us,” that thie Tribunal we are fpeaking of is an .
“eflentid] ‘part of the Portuguefe conftitution’;
‘and certain it is, that the people have been
‘taught to mention it, in terms of the higheft
‘veneration, ‘ds the: great 'bulwark of ' their
“faith : ‘perhaps you may think, that they really
look on it as a moft -facred Inftitution. ~To
“undeceive you in this point, I fhall give you &
very carious piece of hiftory relating to-its ef
wablithment in that kingdom. - .

* You muft know then; that this holy Tribu-
‘fal owes its exiftence there to one of the moft
impudent impoftors that ever appeared in thé
world ¢ he was by birth a Spaniard, and his
name Saavedra. This man, having amafled
confiderable wealth, by forging apoftolical
briefs, made ufe of it to introduce the Inquifi-
tion irito Portugal. For this purpofe, he pre-
ténded to have been fent as a Legate from
Rome, and having fet up'a numerous and
fpléndid equipage,. was received in this quality
dt Seville, and lodged in the Archbifhop’s pa-
face. Being arrived on the frontiers of: Portu-
gal, he-difpatched his fecretary before-hand, to
advife the King (John IIL)- of his coming,
and, at the fame time, tranfmitted feveral fic.
titious letters, as from the Pope, Emperos, and

' other
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" other Princes, whercin his Majally. wes:.edra
The ng): giving implicit fuith to Mch-a
mc(fci‘:ci. immediately . fent- a -Iobleman :of
the firft rank ta pay his complimants,, with #¢-

" ders to.agcompany the Mock-Legats to the. pa-

Jace-royal,. where he refided in great pomp for
threg months ; during which tisne, he took s
meafures fo.well, as to fix. the Holy Office on

o folid a bafis, thas i has evar fince retaiped
the mof} defpotic puthority. Saavedsa, havieg
thus effeGed the bufinels he came upon,taak hts
leave of - the King, bat had {casce arrived gh
the fransiers of Caflile, when he was difcovered
by a dameftic of the Marquis de Yilla Nawe,
who recolleCted the Impoftor’s. face : upon
which he -was feized and condemned to the
Gallics, fram.. whence Pope Pawl IV. defirpus
$o fec-a man, who had done fach fingular fer-
vice ta the Apoftolic See, procured his dif-
Chll"gCa . ’ , . ) : .

Anotber inflance of a fimilag cheat, which
ﬁqcluced fuch lafting confequences, i Nos. ¢o
met with in all the recerds of antiquity s
and indeed, confidering every circugftance, the
fa& would {eem incredible, were it not fo weli
authenticated®. - It is really amazmgl.‘ that ¢
’ ribupal,

- * As this fa& is fo very extraordinary in its kind, 2

fopuMd fearce have ventared to mention it, were it niot con-

firmed by the moft inconteftable vouchers. I naver heard

a0y one of the natives pretend to call its veracity in

tiefr. * ‘A minute account is given of the whole tranfaction

i» thejr hiftories ; and tho’ it has been theught proper to
c L, expunge
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T'ribunal;” which is univerfally acknowledged
to have had fo vile and ihfamous an origindl,
fhould not have been fnftantly abolithed, when
the fraud, which gave it birth, was fo palpably
deteted.  But what muit greutly increafe the
aftonithment, is, that thé péople, having felt
fts dreadful effetts, thould fo long fibmit to its
infupportable tyranny. However, their paffive
‘obediénct may be accounted for, - efpecially
¢onfidering the mighty influence of the clergy,
who found it for their intereft to maintain 4
jusifdiction, which gave them an unlinited
power over the reputatlohs, lives, and fortunes
of all ranks of men. This uridoubtedly was
o fmall inducement to thein, fo readily to fe-
cond the politic views, on which that Tribunal
feems to have been firlt built. For, altHo’ rés
Kgion dnd the public welfir¢ wete made the
pretexts, as they have been in every age, to
cover the mioft iniquitous defigns ; yet was it
no fecret, that theqt)ulk of the people look'd’

S v

expunge the paffage irt thé modern editions, yet thére are
few, of the leaft curiofity in that kingdom, who have it
not in*manufcript; feverdl of which I have feen and peru-
fed ; particularly in the libraries of the Marquis de Abrans
tes; of the Cotnt de Vimioft, and of Cardinal d& Soufa,
ndtv in poffeflioa of the Duke de Lafoens. What appears
moft aftonithing of all, is, that, notwithftanding the Trit
bunal itfelf is fo terrible, the impofture, on which it is
founded, was fuffered to be made a jeft of, even on the
ftage ; infomuch that 4 Contedy, entitled, 0 fulfo Nuncio de
Portugal, was wont to be afted every year, wherein the
various tricks put in pratice by this notable Fourbe, to in«
scoduce the Inquifition, were expofed to public mockery,

C . on
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on it as the deftruction of both, and held it jn
the utmoft abhorrenge, L
~ . The myftery of this ftrange impofture, may
perhaps, in fome meafure, be ¢leared up, when
we confider the boundlefs ambijtion of the Em-
peror Charles V. who had married 'the Sifter of
f(ing John,- and defpairéd not of meeting with
fome lucky incident, which might annex Por-
tugal to his vaft dominipns.” In this King's.
reign, the Jefuits got their firft footing in Por-
. tugal, and being always in the Spanifh intereft, -
acted in concert with their brethren, to pre-
mote the projed, which that Emperor had fo
" much at heart, of eftablifhing an univerfal
monarchy. Thefe gopd Fathers forefaw, that
Saavedra’s {cheme would contribute not a little
to this great end, and lent their affiftance ac-
cordingly., With the fame view it was, that
they ufed all their artifices in promeoting the
romantic expedition of King Sebaftian to the
coaft of Africa®, wherein himfelf and the
flower of his nobility miferably perithed ;
- which fo diftrated and weakened the king-.
+ dom, as facilitated the conqueft of it, not long
“after, by Philip II. who inherited all his Fa-
ther's bad qualities, ahd not one of his good
enes. This is fo far from 3 mere conjeGure of
mine, that I have often heard it aflerted by
the moft judicious of the natives. * Nor can 1t
be doubted, that Spain, when it finds a conve-

* Brantome, the French Hiftorian, mentions this pro-
. eceding of the Portugmefe Jefuits as @ thing public and
mmu.s" - - ‘ . . TN
27514
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“hitnt ‘opportunity; “will' fenew  its ofd ‘peten-

fions on that kingdom, which it was forced to -

give up 'with, 6 much reludtance. Indeed,
‘copfiderifig the freat lenity wherewith the Je-
Tuits are there treated 4t prefent, notwitliftand-
“ing the’fulleft convi@ion of their Being equall;
‘tohcernéd ‘in’ the broils and plots of Sout
America, with thtir Portuguefe Brethren, it ‘s
hot improbable that fdmething of this nature
had been latély carrying onf between them. Be
‘this as it will, it can fcarce be fuppdftd, that a
‘inan ‘of Saavedra's'character, with all his ftock
of ‘impudence, would have dared to embark
i fuch an affair, had he ‘hot had fome power-
*ful abéttors’; and one thing is indubitable; that
“the Pope himfelf, who fhould feem to have
_moft caufe to be offended, was fo fir from be=
_ing difpléafed, that he not only procured the
Impoftor’s libeity, but gave him a very gras
cious reception. ' ,
It miay iiideed be irferred from thé preced-
Ing narrative, that, as the Inquifition could

hot be eftablifhied but by the royal authority;

fo it_ftill owes its continuance to the fame, as
the Kings of Portugal, at their inauguration,
_fwear to maintain, its jurifdition. But this oath
" bught to be look’d tpon, “rather as an act of
neceflity, than a mark.of their approbation.
" For, whatever were the views of John III. in
peérmitting this Ecétlefiaftical Fortrefs to bé
esefted, his fucceffors were too fenfible, of
* what dapgerous confequence it might be, to

_attempt pulling it down. Perhaps iy one of .

C 2 the
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the hardeft things in-the world, to wreft out
of the hands of a clergy, fo'numerous, vindies
tive, and bigotted as that of Portugal, the
power they have once got pofieflion of, and
can plead fuch long prefcription for. The
grievous abufe, which the Inquifitors make of
this power, is feverely felt by many, and
plainly enough feen by all: but the f{pecious
pretext of religion authorizes their exceffes,
againft which, if any one opens his mouth,
he would be treated as the worft of ‘Heretics.
This repders the Holy Office fo terrible, that
inflances can be produced, where even the
rtoyal interpofition could not fave a delinquent
from its fury. The laft Time I was in Lifbon,
the. Inquifitors €artied their infolence fo far,
as to fearch for prohibited books in the King’s
palace. Their power, I am ‘informed, has
been fomewhat reftrained, fince the late earth~
quake; and, as far as can bejudged from cer- -
tain new regulations, it may be prefuined,
that our good friend and ally, as he is moft
embphatically called, never gave himfelf a fin-
gle moment’s conc¢ern about the liberties our
{criblers have taken with this Tribunal'i on’
the contrary, there is fome reafon to believe,
that his Majefty heartily wilhes he could get
well rid of it. co b
It may be eafily gathered, from the account
here given, that the Inquifition, as our Saty- -
rift obferves, may well be reverenced- by ‘a -
whole nation. It is reverenced indeed; but*
with what kind of reverence is it? Such ad
o . 9 . e T . thc

k
¥




.. :.. Of the Portygucfe Inquifition. =~ 2x
the trembling wretch pays to, the executigner,
when he is. gxin the cord round his.neck, ox
chaining him to the ftake. - The very. name of
this Tribugal in. PormT.l.carries the terrors; of
death with it. Even. thofe, who extol its in
flexible rectitude in public, may be perceived
to curfe it with their eyes, and to intimate,
as plainly as their fears will permit, that no-
thing in nature is.fo deteftable ; but when they
darg difhurden . their. minds, na appellation is
deemed harth enough. The, fofteft terms I
have heard on thefe occafions, when they fpoke
of the Inquifitors, were thofe .of .basgmen, fa~
wages, dogs, wild begfis 3 and all this from the,
d,n:‘o\nhs of fuch as werg never fufpected of Ju~

With regard to- the. inftance produced by the,
Satyrift, .to {hew how little reafon we have to
complain -of the feverity of this Tribunal, to
wit, that Britith fubje@s, even tho’ Roman Ca-
tholics, are exempt from its jurifdiGion, it is a
moft notorious falfity ; fince every one knows,
that not only Britith Papifts, but Britith Pro-
teftants alfo have been, and flill are, fubject

to it, .in S})ain as well as Portugal. As o the
u

laster, "tis {ufficient to mention an Englith Con-
ful apprehended at Lifbon, in the time of
Gromwel’s -nfurpation 3 and another of the

fame quality, .in the Ifland of Teneriffe, about: .

the middle of King William’s reign. The
crime of both thefe Gentlemen, was nearly of
the fame kind., They had, it feems, repre=

bgpded one of their domeftics, who had clan-"

Cjs - deftinely

-
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deftinely renourced his religion, and got himy,
felf new-baptized *, or (according ta the vul-
gar phrafe ufed in our fatories abroad) whbite- -
wafbed. 1 could add feveral recent fa&s of the
fame nature, which made a great noife in both
gountries. But as the prefent queftion turng .
on the exemption of Britith Papifts, not natu-
ralized, I can pofitivély affirm on my own
knowlcgc, that nothing can be falfer.
* For brevity's fake, I fhall fingle out g very
late inftance. It is of a merchant’s clerk, who
was feized, as L.e was going about his mafter’s
bufinefs, and humcd away to prifon,. where
be remained upwards of a year ; and narrowly
efcaped coming out in the public Auto, tho'
he underwent fome priwite penance, which he -
dared not divulge, being under an oath of fe-
crecy. What he fuffered within thofe walls
I know nat; but this I know, that he went
in fat and jolly, and came out as thin as a °
fkeleton, wnth a fettled. gloom on his counte-
nance ; and, on any queftion being put to him
about his treatment there, fcemed in 4 perfe&
gony. Now, what do you think was the

. Papifts, in their difputes with us, gcnerally grant oor
baptifm to be as valid as theirs.  But this js no more than
a meye compljment ; for *tis thg mmiverfal pra&ice abroad,
to baptizc every prafelyte over again, notwithftanding the
gertificates of their prior baptifm To palliate this profti-
fution of thé facramenr, ‘tis alledged, that they only do
it, fub conditione. However, the prattice fuves %0 fhew

fheir contempt .of our form, as well as of our clergy, ta
wham they allow lefs power in thele cafes than to lay-
lhcp, or .even to women, of thci; own party

enarmous
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eporméus ¢rime which this young man had
- been guilty, of ? Nothing more than gently
puthing back the arm of an impudent beggar,
who ‘thruft into his face a little waxen doll
reprefénting fome Saint, which® this' fort of
people are wont to carry about the ftreets,
and offer paffengers to kifs, ‘when they afk an
alms. "This piece of difrefpe@ the Beggar ac-
cufed him of to the Lords Inquifitors, who
. judged it an high contempt of religion, and
chaftifed it accordingly. o

Having thus given you an account of the
éftablithment, nature, and jurifdi@ion of the
Holy Office, as well as of the veneration it i
held ‘in by the Portuguefe, I muft refer you
to my next for that of an'Auto de'f¢, "and

am, .

LETTER IL

S IR, ©
Y Am afraid the account, which our Man of
: bufinefs is going to give of the folemnity of
an Aduto de fe, will prove as little fatisfactory
as that he has already given of the Inquifition.

But let us hear how he introduces his defcri
tion of this auguft ceremony, or A& of Faith,
as it is called. : : .
"« An'duto de fe, fays he, is a jail-delivery
. of the ‘Inquifition; which is an ecclefiafticdl
court of that country, not unlike our fpiritual
T C 4 . court
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 cowst of Doftors Commous, but with gredteN

extent of jurifdittion and pewer, and with
prifons for the detention of delinguents withiy
1ts cognifapce. Such jail-deliveries are pot-ane
nual, nor is, there any flated time for them.
They arg very rarely held in two fugceflive:
years, but rather moftly, at two apd threcy
and fometimes, at four years' diftance, from:
one to another.” S :
Let us ftop here a moment. It may be
eafily perceived with what view our Court, of.
Do&ors Commons .is compared to that of the
Holy Office. But, not to wafte time in ex-

| goﬁ_qg' the malice of fuch a parallel, it will ba:

ufficient to appeal to the very account here
givcn, whether there can. he & more flagrant
inftance of injuftice and barbarity, than to drag
a man fuddenly from his houfe and family, to
hurry him away, net unfrequently with his
wife and children, and (to render the treat-
ment more infupportable) to confine them fe-
parately in dark and loathfome dungeons, defti-
tute of all the comforts of life, without being
cver permitted tp have the leaf¥ intgroourfe
with each other, or to apply to any one for ad-

-vice or relief, except to fuch fworn advocates

of the Inquifition, whofe fole bufinefs it is, to
‘entrap the forlorn difpirited wretches with a
thoufand captious interrogataries, to take ad-
vantage of every unguarded word utter'd in
the anguith of their fouls, and thereby .expofe:

them to inevitable ruin ? This .is the

drawa of that infernal Coust by. the %I:C‘Fb
B - ' Padre

1
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‘Radre V“xoi'a, who fpesks of it from his Gwa
fad experience. - The very idea of fuch a feene,
tho' bue for a fhort fpace, muft ftrike évery
huomane breaft with horror. - But whiat heact
can conceive the diftrefs of thefe miferable vic~
tims, who are forced to  endure all this, for
the fpace of four years, and fometimes longer,
unieks death perhaps puts an end to their for--
rows, which is frequently the cafe of perpetual
melacholy and defpair 7 Even then the cruel
perfecutien does not ceafe, but follows them
beyond the grave.: their very bones, the fleth
whereof ‘has been confumed with quick lime,
are carried out in -the proceffion, and burnt.
with the furvivors, in order to perpetuate the
‘infamy on them and their whole generation,
Have we feen any thing like this in England,
fince the. prifon of the Lollards, wherein the
Wickliffites were fo long confined, and fo
many fecret murders committedl? This indeed
was not much unlike the prifons of the Holy
Office ; but as it was the invention of Popcry
foit enurely dropt with it,

Whether it be owing to the force of truth
or.mere inadvertency, the Apologift has con-~
fefled, in the paflage above-quoted, to one of
the heavieft charges brought againft the Inqui-
fition, 'namely, the tedious. detention of pri-
foners. If thefe unfartunate perfons, who, it
gannot: be denied, are frequently a ended
on frivolous pretences, and the flighteft pre~
fumpuous, .and too- often fall a facnifice to the
Wu&i combinations of their cnemies, whofo

depofitions
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depofitions manifeftly contradié® each othet ; if* -

thefe perfons, I fay, are really found gullty of,
“the fa&s charged on them, why are they not
immediately chaftis’d ? And why is not the
world acquainted . with the circumftances. of,
their crimes, 0 as to be convinced of the equity
of the punithment? If no legal proof appears

why are they kept in fuch hortid fufpenfe ?

" Why treated ‘with fuch excefs of cruelty, and
forced to languith o long, in the dreadfulleft
of all prifons, next to that of Hell, equally
ignorapt of the caufe of their detentxon, and
uncertain what they are ftill to fuffer ?

The reafon of this proceeding, fo contrary
to the rules of common equity,’ is affigned by
the Padre above referr’d to; and - fuch a reafon
it is, as muft render the Inqmﬁtors eternally
infamous. ‘The minifters of this facred Tri-
bunal, it feems, when they can find no Ju&
caufe for detaining a prifoner, always wait in

ion that fome evidence may at length
gpear, fufficient to convi& him. "For this end,

c dcpoﬁtnons of all his relations, of all hxs
friends, acquaintance, and neighbours, are
fecretly taken. Every indifcreet aGtion he may
have committed, every inadvertent word he
may have uttered, during the whole courfe of
his life, now rife up in judgment againft him ;
from all which, it would be ftrange indeed, if
fach men as Inquifitors, ‘more anxious to find
the party guilty than to clear up his innocence,
fhould not be able to draw fomething criminal;
Ip cale thcy fhould be dlfappomted m[ this

cverg
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fevere fcrutiny, 'tis no advantage to the prifogér,
whofe detgntion jn 16 dreadful a place, with fo
Reele profpect ‘of' relief, generally an(wets the.
fame "purpofe, 'The fubtle Inquifitors are
taught "by experience, that a wretch, in this
fituation, grown weary of life itfelf, is at -
length induced to confefs what he never
thought of, or (as he is perpetually racking
. his brain, to difcqver, if poffible, the caufe é
his detention) may perhaps recolle& fomething
he has really done, whereof he accufes him~
felf; which, tho’ not laid to his.charge, or not
proved, happens to fall under the cognifance -
of this Tribunal. 'For, as the Padre continues,
a’' man, confined in thefe prifons, has time
enough to revolve the frailties of his whole
Iife, and to fift his conf{cience to the bottom.

Thus the pretended Delinquent ftands, as it
were, felf -condemned, ~acknowledging the
juftice of a fentence, which in his heart he
cannot but look upon as cruel, partial, and
unmerited ; glad to obtain his long-loft liberty,
by fubmitting to any punithment lefs than that
of the ftake ; which would have been the. con-~
fequence of an obftindte perfeverance. Nothing'
now remains hut to be brought forth, to fill
up the religious [garadc of an Auto, with his
head , fthaven,” a burning torch in his hand,
¢loathed in’a ridiculous habit, expofed to the
fcorn and contempt of the tabble; and to,
ftand, as a Conyi@, to hear his fentence read,
and to live, ever'afterwards, a mark of reproach

‘i

gnd infamy, :
" . T . , ) ' .fg
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It is allowed by every one, even .in thofg .
¢ountries where Popery bears the greateft {way,
that the Procefles of the Inquifition are. totally
different from thofe of all other Courts of
%uftice, which are, or ever were, in the world.,
f their methods of proceeding are fo very.
righteous and unexceptionable, as I have heard.
many Papifts in England aflert, why fhould
they be afhamed or afraid of having them di-
vulged ? What neceffity of obliging prifoners,
when difcharged, to take an oath of inviolablg
fecrecy, which fhould they chance to break,
by dropping the flighteft hint of what has
pafled, it would be as much as their liberty, if
not ‘their lives, are worth ? Surely all .the
plagues, which God, in his wrath, ever infli®-
ed on mankind, cannot be compared to that of
a numerous body of wicked Ecclefiattics,
armed with power equal to their: ignorance,
avarice, and bigotry. - : -

Our Satyrift, after having acquainted us with
the nature of an Aufo de jg, or Jail-delivery of
the Inquifition, thus progeeds in his defcription
of this catholic ceremony. < After the leGturg .
of the Tryals, fays he, in the church of St, -
Dominic, the Prifoners, appointed to die, are
delivered to the Secular Judges, who. retire .
with them to the hlifh Court of qivil and cri- ..
minal Judicature, Here they are again t}opgh_t, _
before them, one by one: the proofs are again
read and examined by the faid f&d es ; and the. -
fadls' appearing to them to be"fﬁlly proved,
feptence is pronounced upon ¢ach offender hxz '
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his jurn, Then they are jqintly vonveyed, to
ﬂi'e'wl?;:b of 'é"xcbutio?x, and there put toydeél'nh,l
ad theit foveral fentences dire@.” A
" ‘Would not any one be apt to imagine from
this accoyht, that the whole procefs of whag
had pafféd before the fecret Tn%unal of the Ina
quifition, was firft publicly read in the Domi» -
nican Church, and then delivered to the fecular
Judges, in order to enable them, in cafe any
doubts or f'cru})l,cs thould arife, with regard 1o

o

the legality of ‘the proceedings, or validity of
the evidence, to rcﬁexanxiqe gimh, ‘wit}it{hag_
candor and ixﬁpartialitg;l which is the indif-
penfable dut; of every Magiftrate, cf] ciall{‘in_
capital cafes ! Thus it certainly ought to be;
fince otherwife it cannot be conceived, how
they could pafs fentence, without wounding
their canfeiences. But will our Satyrift dare to
affert, - that this is actually the cafe ?

- Every body knows, that the main fubftance
of the proceedings, with every material cir-
cumftance, which might fet the fa& in its true
light, arc kept i the profoundeft fecrecy, and
that no Layman is ever permitted to inf]
the regifters of the Holy Office. The Lay
Judges are as utter ftrangers to the names and
&(ializnof the witneflcs as the prifoner himfelf:

cy koow tiothing of the wicked combinations
which have been formed, nor the illicit arts
made ufe of to convi& him. Nothing appears
.to them,” but the fummary of what he has
been accufed of, ‘and this perhaps exceffively
aggravatétl, the depofitions of namclefs wit

.'d-,‘_ S ? .. nCﬂ'c"
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‘fieffes, who may’ be, add'frtfquently are, of
duth ‘vile' chdraters as to deferbe no' credit,
and the judgment of’ the Lords' Inquifitors,
Swith fefpe@ to' the party's guilt, which, whe-
* thert right or wrong, muft be reteived by them
s infalkible, 't -
- “The Lay -Judges know before-hand, that
the will and- plca%:rc' of thefe inexotable Priefts
thuft be ‘implicidy obéy'd'y thdt’every thing
Yow tranfacted -is mere farce, and only for
‘outward ‘forin's- fake ;- that’thé 'wretches ate
delivered to them' by thefe Ecclefiaftical Lords,
- {who are too’ tender forfooth o be perfonally
concerned in cafes of blood) ‘not to be' re-exa«
mined, but to be condémned’; ‘and that, when
tnce given up 'to the fedular arm, they ftand
‘8o other'chunce, but that of being ftrangled or -
burit alive 5 Which horriblé fefitenice the Judges
* muft unavordably ‘pafs, whatevét opinion tfey
may have’ of the party’s innocence. It would
be dangerous to make the leaft demur; and I
ae.;_? the patrons of the Inguifiion to produce
& fingle inftunte of any Lay Julige in Portugal,
who ever remonftrated agairift fuch iniguitous
proceedings, or did not jmmediitely condemui
the priforiers to death, on thefe occafions. = -
" To prove that this is no exapgeratiod;” or
' gﬁnting the thing in blacker colors than it
eferves, I need rlot appeal to the teftimonies
produced by' Limborch as vouchews. ‘The
whole kingdoms of Spain and Portugal can
dttelt, that the fecular Judges tamely fubmit
to this cruel drudgery, thus bafely proﬂ:itu;i)ng
U .o therr
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their charaters and confciences to the felfith
views and fanguinary humors of a fet of men,
whom they utterly deteft. However they may
palliate fuch fervile and pufillapimous conde,
the unprejudic’d look on them as acceflaries
at leait, if not down-right murderers.. All
the innocent blgod, .(hed in thefe horrid Autos,
may be juftly charged to their account. Nay,
cven allowing, that fome individuals may de-
ferve a capital punifiment, yet, as the necef-
fary proofs and legal forms are wanting, fuch
delinquents are condemned, . as it were, in
the dark, and confequently. their blood to be
charged to the fame account.. It may indeed
be reafomably prefumed, that, tho' Inquifitors
-bave no feeling for the diftrefles of others, yet
_thefe Judges have fo much humanity left, as
to pronounce their fentences with reluétance,

.which they know to be as contrary.te the
fundamental laws, as th:‘,y undoubtedly are
to the precepts of the Gofpel. ‘
. As d!: Por‘t,nguefc Jews, or new Chriftians,
are the principal obje&t of the Holy Office,
and have, it feems, fo juftly incurred its dif~
pleafure, I muft defer my remarks on what is
offered on this head to another opportunity,
and am, &, ' .

.. - LET:
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Y laft, Ithink, fufficiedtly ptoved, that
V1 an Auto de f is not fo much an A& of
. Faith, which the words import, as of the hys
pocrify of Inquifitors, who thus make a mockery
of God and mdn, by abufing the venerabi¢
name of religion,and forcihg the fecular Judges
to become their butchers. In this letter, [
hall take notice of the charge -broight againft
the Portuguefe Jews, to whofe malicious infti-
ions our Satyrift imputes moft-of the wicked
libels lately publifhed here againft the Inquifi-
tion. -This Pfeudo-Proteftant, to keep up the
chara&er he has affumed, .pays a fort of coms
pliment to the Church of England, which, as he
1finuates, muft be no lcfs {candalized than him-
felf, at feeing the Holy Office treated with fuchr
indecency. He exprefles a particular indigna-
tion agaiat a certain paultry Print,wherein a Mi«-
nifter of our Church is exhibited, holding outy
to his moft Faithful Majefty, the view of ant
Auto de fe, and telling him, in doggrcl lan=
guage, that the ruin of his Capital is a punifh«
ment for his tolerating the Inquifition, and that
the only means to obtain the favor of ‘Heavent

is to abolifh that Tribunal.

¢« This, fays he, is infulting Majecfty with a
vengeanee ! Had the figure been made to exhi-
bit a circumcifed Rabbi, the thing bad been in
chara@er,
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chara@er, and none would wonder that 2
Chriftian Monarch fthould be vilified by fuch a
jprofligate race. But the enormity would have
-been too meagre and infipid for Jewith digeftion,
if it had not been plumped up, to anfwer at
pnce two “important purpofes ; the oné, to
wound their own natural Sovereign in the
dark ; the other, to’ wound him through the
fides of a'people who afford them hofpitality.
Therefore was -their malignity to be covered
under the chara@er of an %anlifh Divine, and
the perfidy of the Synagogue to be placed to
the ‘account of the Church of England’; a
Church, whofe members pique themfelves
upon moderation ; a Church, whofe minifters
are no more interefted in the exiftence or non-
exiftence of a Portuguefe Inquifition, than the
Mufties of Conftantinople, in what concerns
Do&ors Commons. However, fuch is the
malice of this abandoned rabble | The perfidy
had loft its relith with thefe modern Ifraelites,
if Judas' fauce\had been wanting, the zeft of -
ingratitude.” '

As to the Print here {poken of, I never faw

~ it; butfuppofing it to be ds reprefented, what-
ever may be'thought of its decency, it could
not, I'am perfuaded, be intended as an infult
on the Kirg of Portugal ; unlefs it be an infult
-t8 point out an houfe infe@ed with the plague,
and to warn qur neighbours to ufe fuch pre-
cadtions as may prevent a general contagion.
Papifts indeed look on us, as not only feparate
from the Catholi¢ Church, but to be in full as
. D bad,
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‘bad, if not a worfe ftate than Mahqmetads.
- On the contrary, we, whole religion js built
on the principles of Chriftian charity, canset
but look, even on the Portuguefe, notwith-
ftanding all their errors and fuperftitions, as
members of the fame Body. From, hence we
are induced to fympathize at their afflj&ions,
and to exprefs our anxiety for their religf. If
*the Satyrift is really a Proteftant, as he pre-
tends, will he have the aflurance to infinnate,
‘that no one can thew his averfion to the Inqui-
' fition, ‘which is fo generally allow’d to be the
main fource of the grievances of that uphappy

kingdom, without being’a Jew?

hat the unlimited power, exercifed-hy the
Holy Office over all ranks of men, not even
. foreigners excepted, and the bloody perfecu-
tion of thofe who are fligmatized by the name
of New Chriftians, have been of the moft per-
nicious confequence, not only to the Capital,
but to the whole nation, long before the ¥atal
firft of November, is beyond all contradiction ;
as one of the wileft and beft men, which Por-
tugal can boaft of, has evidéntly proved. Thefe
were the general fentiments of the pation in
his time ; and, as the fame grievances ftill fub-
fift, what motive can thofe of the prefent age
have; not to think in the fame manner ? Cer-
tain it is, that they do think fo, and that no-
-thing is more detefted by them., A
*As our Satyrift talks fo much of the Jews
vilifying a Chriftian Monarch, that is, by ex-
prefling their abhorrence of the Inquifition, let
: me
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‘e afk him, what has Chriftianity to do with
this Tribunal, whofe whole proceedings are fo
diametrically oppofite to the gentle precepts of
the Gofpel ; aTribgnal, whofe flagrant injuftices
and cruelties, the véry Turks, nay, even the-
moft barbarous Savages, would blufh at? Not
only the kingdom of Portugal, which groans
under. its iron rod, but all mankind, are inte®
refted in its abolition.

With how wretched a grace does this man

_cry up the moderation of the Church of Eng-
land, when he had told us juft before, that
‘our fpiritual Court of Do&ors Commons is not
unlike that of the Inquifition ? If the parallel
holds, may it not be inferred, that, as the for-
mer is acknowledged by us to be ufcful in
many refpects, fo the latter is to be regarded
in the fame light; and confequently, the mi-
nifters of our Church, who are, according to
this way of reafoning, to be reputed a fpecies
of Inquifitors, cannot be wholly unconcerned
at apy thing, which may affe@ the dignity or
Jurifdi¢tion of a Tribunal, fo much like theic
own.

Whatever hand the rabble of modern Ifrael-
iteshad in the [candaloys Print above-mention'd;
or whoever may have been wounded by it, I
never heard any but our Popith Miffionaries
complain of the fmart: The Jews, or New
Chriftians of Portugal, are charged with perfidy
and ingratitude, in taking fuch liberties with
the wholefome inflitutions of their forefathers:
Perfidious and ungratef) wretches indced ! not

D3 10
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to acknowledge the invaluable bleflings of
‘being eternally perfecuted, and expofed ‘every
moment to confifcations, gallies, tortures, and
death ! But, to be ferious, I think, they com-
plain with fome reafon, that their natural Sove-
‘reign treats them very unnaturally, or at leaft
fuffers the Inquifitors to do fo; and, notwith-
- Wtanding all their religious prejudlces, I believe,
I may venture to affirm, that, were he to fol~
low the diQates of his own benevolent temper,
in affording them the fame protection and in-
‘dulgence as other Chriftian Monarchs do,
would pray to God, for his long life and happy
reign, with more fervor and devotion, than
-any of his Cathollc Subjes do to their wooden
Saints. -

The Satyrift is never tired with railing at the
‘poor Portuguefe Jews, whom he ﬂ:yles the
‘loweft of the Fry. ButI beg you'll obferve,
with what mecknefs he begins, like a true In-
quifitor, one of the bittereft invetives that
"was ever pennéd. ¢ It is not, fays he, p. 31.
from malice, bigotry, or prejudice, [ fpeak
thus of them, but from the force of Truth.
“To'a Jew, as a man, I have no more diflike
than to any other. On the contrary, I pity
them &nough to with them honeft, peaceable,
and happy; and would not, for any fum, hurt
‘the hair of the head of any individual among
‘them.” — With the fame_gentle prelude, the
misifters of the Holy Office deliver up a.:pri-
foner to the fecular arm, entreating the Lay
‘Judges to treat him tenderly, when they kn(;‘w
‘ e
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he is going to the ftake, Whether this obferva-
tion be juft, will. appear from what imme-
diatoly follows. |
. “ But a Jew, continues our Satyrift, as a
Jew, mauft be the abhorred of all mankind.—
Now as the wholg Jewifh race is juftly deemed
the loathfome outeafts of human nature, fo
the Portuguefe Jews are the moft -offenfive
dregs of Judaifm itfelf.—They are 3 fet of pre=
varicating wretches, who live in an eternal dif-
pofition to deceive both earth and heaven,
faithlefs alike to Chriftianity and Judaifm.
Tho’ fecretly attached to the latter, they openly
profefs the former, ; and this, with fuch excefs
of hypocrify, that it may be juftly faid, as it
is generally known, that all the fuperflitions,
wherewith Portugal is fo much upbraided, are
chiefly. owing to the artificial hypocrify with
- which thefe wretches endeavour to cover theit
own perfidy.” o .
- Now with regard to the prevarications and
hypocrifies charged on this profligate race, to
what caufe are they to be imputed, fuppofing
the whole to be fact? Certainly not to the Jews
themfelves, who, we may prefume, would
behave like other men, as we find they do, in
- England and other countries, where liberty of
confcience is allowed. To what caufe then
¢an fuch conduct be owing ? INa doubt, to the
Inquifitors, who, by fanguinary Laws, would
force men to act contrary to their real fenti-
ments.  Would not the abufes complairied of
* be totally prevented, Iv)vcn: this people fuffered
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to worthip God, in the way they think: mofd «
agreeable to him ? What mdecericies do we.
find them guilty of here, more than thofe of
any other denomination? We believe -themi .
ianed td be in an error, and pray for theit
converfion, but have no notion of driving -
people to heaven with racks, halters, fire, and
faggot. : '

Our Man of bufinefs is fo blinded with paf-
fion, that he feems to have fomewhat overfhot
his mark, and perhaps will receive little thanks
from the party he fo warmly efpoufes. He has
favour'd us with a very extraordinary anecdote,
which, tho’ affirmed to be generally known, I
believe, you never heard of before. It is, in
fhort, that all the fuperftitions, wherewith Por-
tugal is fo juftly upbraided, are chiefly owing
to the artificial hypocrify of thefe Judaizing
Chriftians. And, pray, what do thefe fuper~
flitions confift in ? I fhall here give you a fmall
fpfetcimcn, whereby you may judge of the .
reft. '

They confift, as all the world knows, in thé
adoration of images and relics, which are ¢ither
fet on altars, with glaffes before them, as-in 2
toy-thop, or carried about thte ftrects in protef-
fion, upon mens thoulders; in miaking Dermnj
Gods of departed fouls, paying them religious
addreflés; and burning candles, lamps, and
incenfe, in honor of their picGtures and ftaties,
as well as of themfelves; in going on pilgrim-
age to our Lady of the Rock of Frante, to D:ur .

- . . Lady .
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Lady of Girice ¥, or to the once more refpetta-
ble d.ady of Mouns Carmel, in-whale protection

# Wi xegard 1o the pwo firlt-mentioned Ladies, I muft
leave to infert hese a fmalt anecdote. The Princefs of
Brafil, having beeh fuddenly taken ill, made a vow to pre-
fent them wiﬁ\ a certain fum, ‘in ¢afe fhe got the better of
het ailmegt. Her Highnefs, it feems, whether from the
goodnefs of her conflitution, or the naural effet of the
medicines appiy’d to her, bapplly recovered ; but the cure
being wholly attributed to the intérpofition of one of thefe
Ladles, it was fomewhat dubious, which of them fhould
have the honor of the miracle. The Fryars, their refpetive
Guardians, commenced a law-fult, which, after much alter-
‘cation, was at kength compremited, by dividing the money
betweén both, that is to fay, by équally fharing it among
thé Fryars of eaéh monaftery. Before I ‘have done with
this waighsy fabje, it may not be amifs to inform you,
that oyr Lady of the Rock of France, altho’ fhe is made
of nothiag but wood, has at prefent g claim to higher vene-
ratlon thad arty other of the ngmerous Ladies in.Lifbon,
not excepting the large filver one, who was proteftrefs of
the chapel royal, bat had the misfortyne of being melted
down, in the conflagration which fucceeded the earth-
quake. ' ‘The [umptuous fhrine of the Lady, whofe hiftary
I am giving, was thrown down with the fthock, but, as it
lackily happened, the Lady hetfelf received litde damage.
The copfteroation being o yniverfal on this occafion, that
all the people began to fly from the city, an happy expe-
dient was Hit'on, to raife their drooping fplrits, by taking
the miraculons image out of the rubbith, which, after
. being well. wathed, and new cloathed in a white garmgnt,
was on g0 gmisance, where the could be eafily feen.
The projact fully anfwered the purpofe ; for no fooner was
e watch-wotd given, but the report of fuch a prodigy
fead like-wild fire. - The credulous people, now con-
inged by ecular demonftration, that their Protectrels had
- mot forfaken .them, returned back ta the city. Perhaps
you’ll think'this ftory a mere piece of drollerys but I affure
you, I had it fiom feveral Portuguefé, as undoubted fa&,
and fome Geatlémen, now ip England, well remember ir.

D 4. the
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the vulgar put much more confidencc, thas

they do in that of God Almighty ;- i chanting

hymns’ to the praife and glory of the Mother -

'of God," the Queen of Heaven, and Refuge of,

Sinners ; in repeating the Rofary, and hurrying

over a long ftring of Ave-Marsas and Pater-

Noffers, the merit of which confifting m the
quantity and not the quality, beads are

abfolutely neceflary, to prevent mif-rec ],(omng

in the tale ; ia hearing Maffes at privileged
altars ; in the gainful traffic of indulgences,

. which hi§ Holinefs fells bg thie-Lump, -and the
Commiffary retails at his own price; in the
more lucrative trade of  begging mongy to re-

‘dieve the fouls in Purgatory, which is farmed
out for a certain fum, fufficient to maintain an
infinite fwarm of Priefts and Fryars, whilft the.
overplus goes into the Farmer's own ‘pocket ;
in the baptizing of Bells, and a thoufand other
things, of the fame importance to rchglon, and

_all equally edifying. ‘

Thefe, Sir, are the things wherein eonﬁﬁ
the very life and foul of Popéry; for 'which

" Portugal is diftinguithed above all other catho-
lic countries ; and thefe, no doubt, are admi-
rably well adapted to remove the prejudices of
Jews, and to make them grow -enamoured

- with the Gofpel. It has indeed been_hitherto
the opinion of us Northern Heretics, as well
as of the moft learned in the Church of Rome,
that thef¢ pious cuftoms are of pagan original ;
but the whole, we arc now informed, is owing
to the artificial hypocrify of modern Iﬁ'achteﬁ_
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I this be the cafe, as our Satyrift affirms, one
wonld ithipk that even Inquifitors themfelves
{hould' be-afthamed to authorize. the fuperttitious

tiees: of, fuch vile profligates. But are the

meaﬁmedofdmg? gfar from it,.tha{
nothing is more ftrongly recommended from
the pulpit, - There is nothing.an ecarth; ‘next .
. so.the confervation of their own power, which
they hold fo facred ; imfomuch that the leaft
difrefpedt fhewn to one of their confecrated
pieces .of wood, or the enfhrined bone of a
-dead man*, which may perhaps be of one
that was hanged, would be punithed with
more tigor than theft or murder. :

J will not difpute, but fome indecencies. may
bave been committed by pretended Chriftians,
which merited a fevere chaftifement ;- tho’ even
in thefe cafes, the proceedings of the Holy
Office can nevér be juftified. But what I

* chiefly infift upon, -is, that the unchriftian me-
thods taken by Inquifitors, to root out Judaifm, .
only ferve to promote it, by increafing the
averfion of - thofe, who fecrotly embrace it, to

* There was, in the King’s chapel at Lifbon, a famous
. Reliquary, ‘ar cupboard of Relics, which was never open’d

but on high feftivals, when you might fee crouds kneeling
Before it. It was fall of deid mens bones, fent as a prefent
- from Rome, and affirmed to Have belonged to different
. Saints, fome upyards of fifteen hundred years-old, which

were all confumed in the earthquake. ~Whatever thefe
Yones might be worth, I know not ; but the Reliquary,
br cupbosrd itfelf was certainly of great value, as the infide
W plated with gold, and fer with large brilliants.
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the- very name of Chriftianity ¥ and, . whicl
is #iill wosfe, expofe the fiaceroft profefiors: of +
the Golpel to endlefs perfecutions. The people.!
of Portagal have found, by long oxperiende;:
that the dark and myflerious ‘proceedings of -
that Tribunal are. an encouragément te-falfe

and malicious accufations, the foucce of infinite-

diforders and confufions s and thd¢ its exceffive.

rigoes anfwer no other end, But to ruin:fuch as

are really Chriftians,’ and to zender thofo, who -

are.not fo, hypocrites. - .

This fatal effet is o notorious, that, as thé
Phadre obferves, thofe, who are really guilty of
the faQts laid to their.charge, fland' 4 ruchk
botter chance of cbtaining their libeity, - than
{uch as are perfeétly innocent. The former,
confcious of their crimes, find it the fhorteft

-* I have often heard the ftory of a Bortuguefe Jow;,
who fled tp Holland : his Fatber had beea, burnt alive for
Judaifm, This man had not yet been inflrudted in the
Jaw of Méles, and behaved in every refpe®®, like'a good
Catholic; till thie dreadfel execution, when-he faw his
Father expire in the flumes, with nthe wonfaacy of ane. of

the ancient martyrs; which made fo deep an impreflionon

him, that he inftantly conceived fuch an.aver{ion to the

principles of Chriftianity, as to determine with himfelf t¢ °

renounce it. The only teafop he gave for his apoftacy,
was, that a Religion, which authorized fughbasbarigicay

could not poffibly bé good. ‘Had this ughappy man kgows

but half. 4 much of the Gofpel, as he did of Popery, be
might have eafily fatisfy’d himfelf, that the former feaches-
no fuch cruel maxims ; and - whatever. reprpaches he may
deferve for taking fo rath a ftep, the heavieft .ch:u?c falls

on the Inquifitors, Who rais’d fuch violent prejudices io

him agzinft 2 Religion, whichi breathes mothing but lentty '
. : v’

and mercy. 4
an

)

- - —
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and wifeft courfe to confefd immediately, and -
- to put on & 'fhew of repentance, -which, they :
know, will procure their difcharge in the firft™
Aunts, generally with a very flight punithment,
and fometimes none at all, exeept wearing &
San Benito ; which people of this charalter,
who ‘have nothing to lofe, make but little
account of. For it is to be noted, as the fame
Padre adds, that Inquifitors,” notwithftanding
their ardent zeal for the Faith; feldom give
themfelves much concern about thofe, from
whom nothing is to be got. Whereas -the
Jatter, confcious of no mifdemeanor, whereof
the Holy Office claims cognizance, languifh
many years in confinement, and at length are
gut to the torture, in order to extort a confef-

on. Some petfons have had fuch refolutiqp,

. that nothing could ever induce them to plead
puilty. Others haye retracted their forced cone
feflions, the inftant they were' taken off the
rack. Too many, terrified at the very fight of
the inftruments of torture, have accufed them-
felves of- crimes which never entered into their
thoughts. Every one of thefe unfortunate
creatures, if they efcape with their lives, are
fure 'to be ftript of all their fubftance, and, to
add to their affli€tions, expofed to lafting infa-
my, more bittér to a generous mimd than death
itlelf. o )
Liet: our Man of Bufinefs theréfore tatk no
more about infulting the Portuguefe Nation.
Can there be an higher infult than to fuppofe
them fo divefted of humanity, as not to rcga:?x
' fuch
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fuch bhorrid proceedings in the fame light that
we do,and pot to look with equal deteftation on
thofe thocking barbarities, to which fuch pro-
. digious numbers have fallen vi&tims ? Mariana,
the celebrated Spanith Hiftorian *, affures us,
that the Inqunﬁtors caufed to be burnt, in Spain
alone, and this in'a fhort fpace of time, after
its eftablithment in that kingdom, upwards of
two thoufand New Chriftians, that is, fuch as
'were of a Jewith race.- If fuch a multitude
were put to this cruel death, in fo public a man-
ner, how many more muft have perifhed in
fecret "dungeons, or been deftroyed by other
methods ? This author ingenuoufly confefles,
that_ the world was greatly 7 aftonithed at fuch
feverities, and that the proceedings of, “this
Tribunal were totally different from thofe of
afl other Courts of Juftice in every pact of the
. globe ; yet flill he extolls them as laudable )
and neceffary ; for which he appeals to the
'falutary effefts they produced, by purging the
nation of Herefy and Judaifm, and thereby pre,
ferving the Cathalic Faith in its purity.

The Proteftant antagonift of Mr. Bower,
taken notice of in my firft letter, among other
objections to his account of the Inquifition .of
Macerata, calls: in queftion that part of ; it,
wherein we have {o fhocking a defcription pf
the relentlefs temper of the minifters, of, that
Tribupal, < They are, fays the Hlﬁqnan,, fo

Cow 'I‘he fame author who has defended the lawfuluefs
of murdering herenc Prmccs
: entirely

)
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entirely.divefted of humanity, that, whilft the
poor wretches are ' groaning under agonies,
greater than the ftrongeft- imagination can
paint, nay, even expiring before their eyes,
they are diverting themfelves with the idle’
chit-chat of the town.” —Now as this inftance
difcovers a difpofition more inhuman than that
of the moft barbarous favages, the objector
thinks it incredible, and gravely afks, whether
Inquifitors are not human creatures. -

or my own part, tho’ I cannot undertake

for the veracity of Mr. Bower’s narrative in'
every particular, yet, as far as relates to the
proceedings of the Holy Office, which is
governed by the fame maxims, and aéts nearly
in the fame manner every where, it fufficiently
-appears, from the evidence already produced,
that he has not at all exaggerated on this head.
Inquifitors, it is true, are fhaped like other
men, but do not feem to have the fame kind
of fouls : they appear as little affeCted with the
groans and agonies of their fellow-creatures, as -
the racks. which are apply’d to their limbs.
The hearts of thefe Ecclefiaftical Judges are
. grown quite callous; and, like thofe of butchers,
o inur’d to thedding of blood and the fight of
~mangled carcafies, as to have loft all fenfibility.
. Perpetual fcenes of diftrefs and horror become
fo familiar to them, that what would rend the
very heart-ftrings of other men, make no more
impreflion on theirs, than on a piece of ada-
mant. Indced, without fuch a temper, no man
:'1§ nightly qualify'd to be an Inquifitor.
: ' To
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To convince the unprejudiced (in- which
sumber may be included every onme, who is
‘not irrecoversbly immers’d in the bottomiefs
depths of Popery) that this is the gendine’cha-
rater of the Minifters of that Tribunal, I fhall
quote a few remarkable paflages from the juftly
efteemed Padre Antorio Vieira's account of the
Inquifition of his own country, under whofe
tyranny he fo long groaned, and whofe prifons
he compares to the manfions of eternal horror.
Thefe paffages I tranfcribed from an original
*manufcript in the Library of a Nobleman at
Lifbon ; and as they contain fome very curious
incidents, which have never, as I can learn,
been tranflated either into our éwn or any other
langaage, I doubt not but they will meet with
a favourable reception, and make the fame im-
prefiion on cvery humane breaft as they have
done on mine. The facts themfelves are incon-
teftable ¥, and told with that noble fimplicity
' a which

. * As to the authenticity of the paflages here tefetr'd to,
I think it geceflary to acquaint the Public, that there are
two or three original manulcripts extant, in the Padre’s
own hand-writing, and about as many more in that of &
Secretary of this Tribunal, who, ftruck with horror at
.the enormous wickednefs he there difcovered, efpecially at
the uamerited fufferings of the Padre, left his country, and
fled to Venice. One of thefe manufcripts, properly attefted,
I was permitted to tranfcribe, and afterwards compared it
. with feveral ‘copies, in the libraries of fome perfons of
-diftin@ion, particularly in that of Dod Joze Barbofa,
Regular Canon of the Order-of Divine Providcnce, and of
his Brother, Diogo Barbofa, author of the Biblistheca
Portuguefa, who, I believe, is fiill living. 1 could men-

¢




Banbarmus Proceedings, &c. ‘47
.;which .comes from the hieart. Every word
breathes the maa of {enfe, the Patriot, and the
. Chiftian. But I muft defer gratifying your
curiofity  till my next, and, in the interim,
am,; &, ' - ~

. LETTER IV
- S 1R, \

IA,m now to give you the promifed extralt
from the honeft Padre’s account of the In-
quifition of Portugal, which is is follows.

. * Two circumftances of great injuftice and
barbarity, fays the Padre, are. here to be noted ;
the fuft refpeting the mew regulations made -
hy the Holy Office *; the fecond the tedicufnefs
aof the Procefs, which is fpun out to fuch an
unreafonable length, as would tire the patience
of Job. According to the methods pradtifed
in this Tribunal, the moft innocent perfon
living is never fure of being honourably ac-

«ion other vouchers, but thefe, I apprehend, are fufficient.
Moreover, there are fome Gmtlanen, now in Eagland,
both natives and foreigners, who have feen the fame manu-
feripts, amd one or two, as I am well mformed who have
Jikewife aken copies.

* Thele regulations were made, to invalidate the tefti-
mony of New Chriftians againft the Old ones, who were,
often_guilty of the moft execrable villainies, which the’
Inquifitors Nightly paffed over, on account of the purity of
"their blsod. gnkmg inftance will be given of this in
one of the followmg lettess.

+ . quitted-



quitted : for, fhould he at length chace tnbe
difcharged, after fo lang and £ a:cons
finement, it is with this’ ing ‘citonn~
$ance, . to add .to his paﬁ.‘fnﬂimn that both
himfelf and all his defeendants muft. reimain
for ever infamous. The unfortunate prifoney
oo well knows, that he muft walk in a pubhc
Auto de fe, drefled up in the maft vile and
contemptuous habit, with his head thaven and
bare, a flaming torch fin his hand, and:a Fa+
miliar at his fide; that, with all thefe marks
©f reproach,. hemdtﬁaadasaConm&,and
hear a fentence thunder'd out egainft him, in
the prefence of thoufands, which, . tho' cves
Jo fevere and unmerited; muft be reecived as
" meyciful and equitable. . Such treatment alone,
diappofing it neither preceded nor followed with
eny other: punithment, were fufficient to render
the pretended Delinquent completely wretcheds
as it entails on him and his whole pofterity the

and moft indelible infamy that cam
befal any ene in this kingdom.

.For, as to every other. crime, tho’ legally
'proved and ever {o- enormous, the difgrace
sttending it, has at length a period, and is p®
anore remembered ; but that imputed to one
.of this unfortunate race, tho' ever fo falfe and
ill-grounded, carries with it eternal reproach,
againft which, no human, nor, as it fhould
{eem, even divine relief is to be expected. For
tho’ the Almighty may be pleafed to remove
the fufferer, his pretended crime is ftill on re-
cord, and not only his memory temains for

ever
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¢ver bisfted, but even his innocent children,
tho’ nothing new be laid to their charge, are
cenfared and vilify’'d, as much as their deceafed
Parent.. Qh! thou Father of mercy, and God
of all confolation ! what kind of pity or com-
paflion is-this, which the Holy Office fo much
boafls of | What heart is there, tho’ ever fo .
obdurate, except that of an Inquifitor, which
will not melt at fuch a fcene of diftrefs! To
behold not only the Principals themfelves fo
unjuftly and cruelly treated, but even thofe yet
‘tinborn liable to the fame perfecutions; not
for any offence committed by their parents,
{which, had they been proved really guilty of,
the infamy perhaps might feem, in fome de-
gree, authorized by Law) but only becaufe
they have a fingle drop of - Jewith blood in
them, whilft all the reft is allowed to be of
the moft untainted and illuftrious origin !

* Say, ye inflexible Guardians of the Faith, if
it be a crime in thofe of this race, to have a
. fingle drop of fuch impure blood in their veins,
why do ye not charge it on the Sovereign Lord
of nature, whofe pleafure it was to infufe it ?
Among fo many thoufands, who are appre-
hended on this account, is it poffible that there
thould not one man be found, who, for his
m:al virtues, deferves to be difcharged with
, or at leaft, without infamy? Dreadful
mercy of Inquifitors! How bitter mutt it be to
any man of fpirit, much more to one diftin-
guithed for his fortune, birth, and qualitv. to
tec himfelf thunned like infeQion,
S E
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having "done the leaft thing to merit fuck
opprobious treatment, or offended even ig
thought | What agonie$ of mind muft he un-’
dergo, on thefe occafions, fo far as to be drivea
to defperation, unlefs he has an extraordinary
affiftance of divine Grace, to fuppost him un--
der fuch fevere trials! o o

As Liberty is fweet on any terms, and even
the Gallies themfelves are a Paradife, when
compared to the dreary Cells of the Inquifition,
where every kind of rigor is put in pradlice,
which can render life a barden, without any
interval, or the leaft alleviation, nothing is
more natural than for one, confined in fuch a
prifon, to’ with with the utmoft anxiety foi
the next Auto de fe, which, tho’ a bitter remey -
dy, is the only one that can afford him ang
profpet of refief. But even this miferable
comfort is deny'd him. The wretch fits figh-
.ing and pining away, within his gloomy dun-
1g)éon, in expetation of the folemn day, when

¢ fhall be permitted to behold once more the
light of the fun, to breathe frefh air, and to
chear his eyes with the fight of his dear friends -
and relations. The long-with'd-for day at -
length comes: it paffes away ; and the wretch
ftill remaims in the fame doleful fituation,
Still he flatters himfelf, that his Judges, tho’
hitherto fo inexorable, will at laft begin to
relent, and, touched with his unutterable difs
treffes, vouchfafe to call him before their aw-
ful Tribunal, if not to acquit him, at leaft'to
acquaint him with the caufe of his detention.
- ' L ~ Another

~a
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Another Auto comes, and mote than a year
elapfes, before he can obtain a favor, which,
in fecular Causts, 1s never refufed to the vileft
mifcreants, .that is, of being heard ; and then
perhaps, at a time when he is leaft prepared
for fuch an audience, having almoft laid afide
all hopes, he is ordered to make his appear-
ance, 4t 2 moment’s warning, not to give him
* the flighteft information, but only to prefs him
to acknowlege 4 crime, every circumftance
whereof they conceal from him, and which he
cannot charge himfelf with, even though they
ladd before him .the names and depofitions of
his gcoufers.  He anfwers,.as he always
done, that he is not confcious of dny offence,
which ‘filis under their Lordfhips cognizance.
‘They repeat the fame imterrogatories feveral
times, -and he {hill retarns the farhe anfwers ;
upon which, they fend him back go-his cell.

Thus they keep the prifoner in a ftate of
fa{pence, mare dreadful, if poflible, than his
approaching dosm, which he has not the leaft
#tem of, il the very eve of another Auso,
when thefe mercilefs Judges order him to be
pot on the rack, to extort from his own mouth
what cannot be proved by wimefiess Ohl
that 1 were able to give fome famt idea of that
vaticty of tortures, which the miferable victims
are here forced to fuffer! But so language can
reprefeat fach a complicated fcene of horrors.
*Tis umerly impoffible for any words to defcribe,
which of thempci)s the moft c)r"udl and inhuman;
every one is fo exquifite in its kind, as to fur-

oo E 2 . pafs
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pats all imagination. In this extremity of ap-
guith, when the tender frame is torn, as it
were, in pieces; when it feels at every pore
tht (harpeft pangs of death, and the #onizing
foul is juft ready to leave its manfion, the Mi-
niftess .of the Holy Office look on, without
emotion, and calmly advife the poar .forforn
creature, whilft under the Executioner’s hands,
to confefs his guilt; on which condition, they
promife, that he may not only expet a pan-
don, but be permitted to return home to his
family. Alas! what numbers, overcome by
the violence of thefe tortures, have been in-
duced to accufe themfelves of crimes they never
_thought of ! ‘ _

When young Virgins have the misfortune
of being delivered into the hands of thefe tor-
mentors, which is frequently the cafe; their
cloaths are all ftript off, and nothing put on,
to cover their nakednefs, but a pair of coarfe
canvas drawers. In this condition they are
fixed on the rack, with very little regard either
to the tendernefs and delicacy of their fex, or
even to common decency. How many of
thefe poor creatures, merely from a fenfe of
thame, bave rather chofen to plead guilty to
the falfeft accufations, than to have their
modefty thus expofed and treated in fo brutal
a manner | As Eoocking as this account may
appear, God is witnefs to the truth of it.

To confirm what I have heen faying on this
bhead, I fhall here rclate a_partic . cafe,
which may ferve as a ftriking inftance of the

6 inhuman
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inhuman proceedings of this Tribunal. 1 fhail
mention the names of the very perfons whom
it concerhs, as I can now do it, without appre-
hending any danger. This cafe was publithed
in the .Auto de fe, held at Evora, on the 18th
of April, 1660. ' . '

Maria da Conceigao, born in- the town ‘of
Eftramoz, daughter of Manocel Soares Pereira,
ftill living at her brother’s at Lifbon, had been
apprehended, ‘with two of her Sifters, all three
being unmarried, and came out of prifon in
the gme Auto, acquitted of the crime laid to

her charge, which was a2 vehement fufpicion
of Judaifin, whereof the made her abjuration
in form. As the proofs againft this young
Gentlewoman were far from fatisfactory, and
nothing could be drawn from her own mouth;
the Inquifitors order’d her to be put on the
rack, where having almoft got the- better of
the firft tortures, (thefe are the very words of
the fentence) fhe'was at length overcome with
their viclence, and confefled to the whole
charge. - The cords were immediately flacken-
_ed, and the officers, taking her down from-
the rack, put on her cloaths, and carried her
“back to her cell; from whence, as foon as the
had recovered the ufe of her limbs, fhe was
" brought before the Tribunal, to ratify her con-
" feflion. She anfwered the Lords Inquifitors,
-that every thing fhe hdd faid, whilft under
the Executioner’s hands, was abfolutely falfe ;
“that fhe was, ' and ever had been a fincere
“Chrifian ; apd that her confeffion to the con-
R D1 SR ' trary

be
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trary had been extonted from her; by the ews
tremity of the torments, wherein (ho found
herfelf juft expiring.: On hearing this, the
" erdered her to be put again on the rack; whi
being as effeGually apply'd as before, fliefink
again under its violence ; and, in order tp {ave
her life, made the fame eonfeffion, which was
taken down in writing, whillt hee limbs were
fhll firetching with the cords,- This - bet
done, fhe was once more taken down,
carried to her eell: and as foon as fhe was in
‘2 condition to appear before tho Tribunal, they
commanded her to ratify her firft. and fecond
confeflions. She flill perfifted in the fame an-
fwer, and had now fo mueh courage as ta
-add, that, were they to rack her an hundred
times, fhe fhould always aét in the fame man-
ner, until the expired, or at lealt fo leng as
God. fhould affard her firength to fupport the
torments : that their cruel .treatment and her

own frailty might poflibly force her again to .

confefs what the was perfectly innocent of, yet,
the moment fhe was taken off the rack, fhe
would never ratify what had been thus extorted
from her, She farther entreated their Lord-
fhips to take her cafe into feripus confideration
and to undeccive themfelves, as the aﬂ‘uresi
them, in the mofk pathetic. terms, that this
was her final refolution, and that all the tor-
ments in the world fhould never induce her tq
alter it. The unrelenting Inquifitors weré fqQ
Jitle affeCted at what fhe fiid, that they in-
flantly commanded her to be racked a third

ume, -
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- gime, wiich, as the fentence itfelf dectares, the
-apderwent with an amazing conftancy.- '
~ . For this heinous crime of refufing to ratify
%er confeflions, whereof fhe now ftood con-
victed, and having thrice borne the torture ¥,
the was condemned to be whipt through the
blic fireets by the common hangman, and
- ‘then to be banithed, for ten years, to the 1fland
of Principe4-. This fentence was ‘pronounced
againft her, when fhe came out in the Auto de
. {Eﬂwith her two: Sifters, who had likewife
een accnfed of. Judaifm. Is it poffible to read
this account without indignation and horror ?
Merciful God! an innocent young Gentle-
woman, whipt through the ftrects, by the
hands of the common hangman,. and then
banithed to fo wretched a place as the Ifland
of Primipe, for ten years, after having been
{o long confin'd in fuch a difmal prifon, thrice
put on the rack, and almoft tortured to death !
- In the fame Auto, came out one  André
Francifce, a native of Villa vicioga, who, on
hearing th_e fentence before-mentioned, could
‘not forbear . faying, that he thought it too
rigotous. The Familiar; appointed to guard
him, overhearing thefe prefumptuous words,
inftantly went and acquainted the Inquifitors,
who werg then fitting with the ceremony ufual
onr thefe folemnh occafions. The delinquent

* Acsording to the rules of the Inquifition, ne one can
be tortyged more than thrice. . _
. 1 A {mall miferable Ifland, near the Line, chiefly in-
habited by Negroes.
o . E 4 was
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was calfed before them, and: rebuked in the:

fevereft terms. They told him, -that, were it:
not-out of compaffion for what he-had already.
fuffered, they would remand him back to his

old prifon, for his unparallell'd impudence-in

calling the juftice of their fentence in quettion.
Thus you fee, that even an inadvertent word,
2 ‘mere flip of the topgue, is highly criminal
in the eyes of this Tribunal, and liable to fatal
confequences. oL

‘But as we have given the hiftory of this un»

fortunate young woman, let us alfo mentiop °

‘what befel her three fifters, as related by their
own Father, now deceafed, The cafe is well
worthy of notice, as it was attended with very
remarkable circumftances. » :
- The Father of thefe three young women
refided in the city of Evora; but, before we
proceed with the narrative, it will be necefla

to obferve, that he had four daughters in all,
to wit, the three who came out in the Aus,
" aid another, who was the youngeft. It hap-

pened one day, that three Famtliars fuddenly -

rufthed into the houfe, and, feeing four fifters
together, demanded their names, to which the
eldeft replying, that the was called foarnme
Baptifia, they immediately feized an her, and
. carrjed her away tg the prifons’ of the Inqui-
fition, leaving the other three. About fifteen
or twenty days after, the fame Familiars te-
turned, when the Father chanced to be at
- home, and, without afking his mame, only
‘enquired-of him, which was the eldeft of thofe

daughters,
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dadghters, and. which the. fecongd ;- whereof,
being.informied by the trembling parent, they,
took-away thefe two, and left. the youngeft. |
- In this ftrange manner the Emiffaries of the
Holy Oflice proceeded. Now, as thought. is
free, the Father prefumed, (and, I believe,
not . withaut good. reafon) that the witnefles,
who. had fworn againft his three daughters,
. were fo little acquainted with their perfons,

that they only knew the name of the eldeft,
and were ignorant how many daughters. he
geally had ; but taking it for granted, that he
had no more than three in all, againft thefe
they fwore, fpecifying, in their depofitions,
Joanua Baptifia, and her two fifters.. '
. The forrowful Father likewife conjectured,
.on the fame grounds, than which nothing -
could be more probable, that, the mandate of
the Holy Office being drawn up in thefe terms,
‘the -Familiars, finding four fifters, inftead of
three, feized only on Jfoanna Baptifia, about
whom there could be no doubt, as her name
wap exprefsly mentioned ; and, being not a
little embarrafied at meeting with one fifter
more than they expeted, did not take away
the other two, till the Tribunal had deter-
" mined, which werg the two fpecify’'d.
. fs this poor man was continually ruminating
. on an incident which {o nearly concerned him,
being, no doubt, inexpreffibly grieved at feeing
his beloyed , children thus violently torn from
- *his arms, every circumftance ferved to con-
+ vince hir, as it muft do every perfon of reflec-
‘ . tion,
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-tion; that the fifteen or twenty days which ‘had
.shapfed, from the apprehenfion of the firft
.daughter, were fpent by the Inyaifitors, in re-
examining the witneffes, to find out which were
the two other ‘daughters, againft whom they
had depofed; and that thefe witnefies, feeing
themfelves in danger of being deteGed of wil-
ful perjury, in cafe they faulter’d, had no other
remedy to get off, but by agreeing with each
other to fwear, that they were the tiwo eldeft
" daughters; and thefe were accordingly after-
wards apprehended, tho' not fpecify’d by name
" in the mandate ; as the Famiiliars, we find, on
returning to the houfe, only enquired for the
cldeft, and took n6 notice of the youngefl,
who efcaped on this occafion, for no other
geafon; but becadfe the witneffes did not know
at})at the fifters ch:li four in number ; which
all they been acquainted with; the youngef?,
in all pzbabiﬁty,' q;ould have (hared);‘lile‘gen?e
fate, as it was fyll as c'a{y to {wear againtt four,
. as againft three,” - - ' '
. - Al this, it i5 true, was only the forrowful
Father's furmife; and - chefefore not pdfitively
affirmed ; but, could we get a fight of the
fecret procefs, it would foon appear, how well
ounded his conjectures were. ' Nothing in-
deed feems more evident, than that the irfformas
tion was laid againft three young uhmarried
‘women, of retired lives and ‘good reputt, to
" %hom, as the Inquifitors might have eafily per-

‘ceived, the informants were f%
"= =" -0t only to be ignorant of “their n‘an:)cs,
. ut

ch utter ftrangers,’
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:but evety of the real number of fifters; confs-
-quently the whole charge ought to have been
Yooked upon as a moft wicked and maliciobs
-combimation,  Yet the depofitions of fuch mif>
-eseanty as thefe, fo manifeftly perjured, which
«would not only have been rejected, but feverely
pumﬁsed in any other Court, were judged e
‘fuflicient motive for dragging thefe virtuous
Maids frem their Fathcrs houfe, and treani
the unfortunate Maria, in the manner. already
related.  Every particular here mentioned may
-be gathered plainly enongh from the circum-
fanees of the fa@ts themfelves, as well as from
-the fentence, which was read at the Auto
;'e fe when the three ﬁﬁers were. brought
: Thus far have | tranfcrrbcd from our honeft
‘Padre, who, 1 think, paints the [m}uﬁnon in
‘Bvelier colors than any thing I ever faw. The
-pre{ent inftance, without difpute, difcovers fuch
8 cemplicaum of injuftice, cruelty, and glanng
jury, as can no where be parallelld, but in
the Tribunal, where the horrid feene was hid.
The enly remark I fhall make here, is, thag
¢he Inguifitors of Pertugal, as the hiftory of
their ordinary proceedings evince, held out
their iron rod, with fo hittle referve, or regard
to appearances, till towards the clofe of the
faft eentury, that they made no myftery of -
what thofc were to expec, both within and
withont. the walls of their prifons, who fhould
-2l under their lath.  As their power was un-
gontrouled, they judged it bcncath their dig-
nity
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nity to conceal entirely from the world what
fpread fuch terror through the whole kingdom,
and made them to-be reverenced, outwardly at
leaft, as' the minifters of divine vengeance.
From hence we may account for the publica-
tion, even by themfelves, of fuch things, as,
one would be apt to think, théy fhonld have
endeavoured to bury, if poffible, in eternal
oblivion, were it only to avoid the univerfal
odiam, which fuch ‘inhuman practices muft
natusally raife. ' ‘

The inconveniences, refulting from this
want of precaution, were fo vifible, that at
‘length they found it expedient to be upon
their guard, and of late have grown more
wary. An impenetrable vgil, as far as their
artifiees can make 1t -fo, is' now thrown ovet
every thing which pafles within their’ walls,
- The principal delinquents are effeCtually filenc-
ed-at the ftake : and as to others, ‘their oath of
fecrecy, and the perpetual dread they live in,
generally anfwer the fame purpofe. Yet flill
fomething always tranfpires; but woe to the
man who is deteCted. ' Itis often fatal.to pry
too clofely into thefe myfteries of iniquity, or
even to afk a fimple queftion. "

At prefent, as far as I could gather. from ail
the printed lifts of the Auzos 1 have examined,
nothing is ever mentioned in them, but the
names, ages, qualities, crimes, and fentences
of the prifoners: as to their 'real guilt, the
form of trial, and equity of the proceedings,
we are left wholly in the dark ; angd'tho’ the
' 2T T Peblic
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Puhhc 13 {uﬁicxently convinced, that the fame

mcthods ‘of extorting confeffions are flill put .

in praftice, agreeable to the rules. aid down

in the ancient DireQories, that is, by artifices; . .

menaces, and torture ; yet the Inquifitors would -

highly refent fuch a charge In perufing the
faid Autos, 1 have remarked, that, out of an
hundred perfons, . ninety-nine were called Neto
Cbn/fmm, and faid to have been thus and thus
fentenced, on account either of a flight -or
yehement. fufpicion of Judaifm, which was
{feldom founded except on the mereft trifles,
It would amaze you, if any thing can amaze
you, after. reading the Padre’s narrative, on
what frivalous pretences fo many thoufanda
have been ruined. - It is fufficient that any of
their. malicious nelghbours accufe them of
having put on a clean fhirt or fhift on-a Satur-
day, or refufed to eat hare or fwine's flefth,
to which perbaps they might have had a natu-
ral averfion, Such things might indeed be
eafily paffed over in others, but are, it feems,
always to be fufpected in 2 ‘New Chriftian,
and little lefs than marks of a rank Jew, in
one who has a fingle drop of that tainted blood
in him. Some few indeed there may have
been, who, tho" illegally tried, and fo far un-
juftly condemned, fecretly embraced the law.
of Mofes, whilft they openly proféffed that of
Chrift. But certain it is, that the generality
even of ‘thofe, who have been actually burnt
on this account, tho' perhaps they might not
be quite fo good Catholics, were much better

Chn(hans
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Chiftiars than the Inquifitors themfelves. ~ OF
this there are forne glaring inftances, attefted
by the Holy Office itfelf, ‘feveral years after’
the executions of the pretended Criminals. -
I have obferved, that the name of an Old -
Chriftian now and then appears in' the lift
but whatever the nature of his crithe may be,
he has no great reafon to complain of his’
"Judges feverity, Of their extraordinary lenity
to this pure and undefiled race, I fhall take
an opportanity to giveé you a moft remarkable
Inflanee. In the interim, let us returh to the
- Satyrical Reviewer, and fee what he fays about
the fequel of an Aure de fe : but this | muft
poftpone to my next, and am, &e.

LETTETR V
BIR,

: AS you have had a view of the prifoner i .
: his cell, and can form fome idea of his

treatment within the walls of the Holy Office;
as you have followed him through the procefs
fion of an Auto de fe, and feen him delivered
up to the fecular arm ; you can do no lefs thas
attend him to.the ftake, where this religious’
ceremony always ends. : )
Immediately after the Reviewer’s apology
for thre proceedings of the Inquifition, we are
favoured with the copy of a letter, which is
faid to have been wrote by a Merchant of thé
Englith
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Englith Factory at Lifbon; fome years :agn,
wherein we have a minute acoount of the exe~
cution of fix perfons :. five of thefe (one of
whom, it feems, was @ lovely young creature }
had the faver o{ being ftrangled, before they
~ were committed to the flames ; the other, con~
vited of Judaifm, which he perfified in to
the laft, was burnt alive.” .
~When you read this letter, I believe, you
will fhrewdly fufpe@, that the writer is the
very identical perfon with our Man of Bufinefs,
or at leaft dealt in the fame kind of merchan-
dize : for furely none but a Popifh Prieft could
be capable of writing, in fuch terms, on 3
fubject, the very reading of which freezes the
blood with horror. We may learn, however,
one important fecret from the contents of this
letter, which muft give no fmall confolatiox
to the good people of England. It is {o long
fince faggots bave blazed in Smithfield, on a
religious account, that the cuftom of burning
people alive, may now feem a very, terrible
thing in idea; but our Man of Bufinefs, who
- affifted on the fpot, and {aw the wretch expire
in the flames, has affured us, that, in effed,
there is not near fo much in it as fome are apt
to imagine. As no words can come up to
his'own, and the picture he has drawn, is fo
lively and natural, that it would be doing him
wrong to attempt altering a fingle ftroke in it,
take his account, as follows:
¢ The fire, fays he, being fet to the pile of
wood, and furzes sound him, it caught and
T ' ’ fpread
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{pread itfelf immediately into one gregt blaze ;
whereupon the haplefs wretchk puthed forth a
moft  enormous fhrick,” which- prefently was
dtowned by’ the loud echoes of the frighted

pitying multitude, and never mote perceived:

.This complicated fcene of mingled woes and
paffions had an effe@ upon me, fo firangel
tull of defolation, (thefe are the words olg th
letter) that I fcarce knew how I kept on' my
Jegs.—Not that I then conceived, or even now
fuppofe, that the pain this miferable mortal
felt, was nigh fo great as the appearance of it.
On the contrary, it is my firm opinion, that,
.exclufive of the hotror in the apparatus, and
external affemblage, the Criminal endured but
Jittle more than they did who were ftrangled.
For, as the faggots and furzes, on which he
‘was placed, were intermixed with pitch, tar,
rofin, and every kind of hafty combuitiblé,
which' might inftantly difpatch him, as in fa&t
they did, the fire took in every part at once,
accompanied with thick and ardent clouds of
burning fmoke, which muft have fuffocated
him, by the time he could well be fenfible of
the flames, and thefe, in two or three minutes,
confumed the viim, ftake, and fewel itfelf,
burning with fuch amazing fiercenefs, that,
for fome time, it would have been as much °
as any one's life was worth to approach the
pile, even at the diftance of feveral yards.”

To this curious letter the Satyrift adds the
following judicious refle®ions, which feem
pretty much of a piece with the letter itfelf.
¢ . , . SUCh,
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¥ _Such, fays he, is the whale funioh then
‘of an Auto de fe, little more or lefs; of which
I bave here given fo circumftantial a detdjl,
chiefly for this reafon, that, by timicly removal
of ‘grofs ignorance of facts, and fénfelefs pre-
judiécs, the reader may be more at leifure, and
more qualify'd to judge for himfelf, and diftin~
wuith ﬁlt)xlrmn unbia.d'cd truth from partiality and

Po c_’n ‘ ‘ 4
- Whatevét notion fome may coriceiyé of the
righteous proceedings of the Inquifition, and of
the Satyrift’s candor and impartiality in de-
fcribing an Auto de fe, he has; it muft be
‘owned, taken a moft effeual method to re«
move our prejudices, with regard to the feem«
ingly-unmerciful cuftom of burning peqple
alive ; yet, after all that can be faid in its
fayor, fuchis the obftinacy of Proteftants, that
I have not yet met with a fingle perfon among
them, who ¢an thoroughly reconcile himfelf
to it; tho the ceremony fhould be: performed
in ever fo expeditions 2 manner. ’Tis really
:aftonifhing, after fo convincing a proof; that
‘any man fhould have the léaft {cruple remain-
ing in {o plain a cafe. This kind of execution,

‘it feems, cofts no more than one enormous .

‘fhriek, and-the pain is 4l over, at leaft in this
"world ; for, as to the next, and thofe everlaft-
.ing flames, which delinquents, put to death in
this manner, are always fuppofed to be con-
.figned to, 'tis a point not quite {0 clear, tho’
implicitly bélieved, as an articke of Faith, by
- gvery found Catholic. - '
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Now what is thc ufeful infergnce, which
:pay be drawn from a matter of fact, which
we are now f{o well acquainted w1th? The
thing is obvious to the meaneft capacity, and,
‘Do one can_plead invincible i tgﬂ norance, afteg
ﬁa,c},\ friendly notice. Shou,ld Holy Office,
or any other Court of the fame nature, be’
ever eﬁ.abhﬁxed in this Ifland, it is eafy, we
find, to contrive matters fo, that thofz. conn
victed. Heretics. and . Jews, who. will not re-
nounce their errors at the ftake, and confe-
quently bave no claim to the grace of  being
farft ftrangled, may be mﬁanti 7 put ous of
pain, and copfumed to afhes in a few , mp-
ments. This, I fay, may be done, and, it is
to be hoped, would be the cafe; unlc{,s per=
haps the ‘wind thould change.to fet a contrary.

, as fomenmes happened to our Bxthps

an others, in the golden days of Qg;cg
whafe memory will be ever precigus ta the pa~
trons  and defenders of the Ingujfition, In. hqg
seign, the Priefts exprefs'd the famg, kind of
pity, and look’d. on with the fame cqolans, 3§

our Satysit did at the poor Jaw, whilt the .

obftinate Dotards were broiling in thg flames.
. But, fuppofing this dxﬂmglty could be_got.

. ouer, as, I think, it eafily mi t,bytakxng

fome fuch expedient, as thc righted
multitude of Ldbon havc fr pegtly Pg,y%
fimilar. occafions, that is, b q‘ébrowms a billeg .-
of. woad, or large flong at.the fufferer’s head,
and putting an end to his lingering torpents, .
by da(hmg out his brains ; yet ftill twg objges -
tions
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tiohs femain'even aguinft the moft éxpeditiond
incthod, which weigh fo much with thofe to
whom I propofed it; that they think, we ought
not to be over fond of. feeing it put in practice,
The firft is; that, as our-Catholic brethren tos
tally'exclude us from the kingdom of Heaven,
we fhould endeavour to live as-long a5 we can
in.this wordd. The fecond is, that, = execus
tions are like to be fo frequent, from the vaft
number of all denominations, who are pre
tenacious of their principles, fuch a quantity
pereh, sar, rofin, ©e. will bl: requifite for the

ick confuming of them, that our navigation,
g: well' as deveral branches of bufinefs, tog;xlﬁch
thefe commodities are abfolutely neceflary, may
foffer by it.- Nay, fome go © far as to affitm,
that fuch ufeful articles might be bétter em-
ployad to any other purpofe than that of bumne
ing' Jews and Heretics." . - .

“erhaps you'll think me rather too ludicrous
son fo-fetious and ‘affeting a fubje@ ; but I do
aot fee how it could be treated in any other
amannier. "Could dny thing be more impertinent
Rhdn ' fet about-proviny, that burning people
alive, -at-any rate, whether by flow or quick
anethods, is hot only an unchriftian, but moft
dhugan praltice ! But, all jeﬂir;’g l:rart, I
«afford pbu, -1 have heard a Popith Prieft, even
" -in'London, defending the lawfulnefs and expe~
'diency of this punifhment in certain cafes, and,
-at thefune time, pleading in favor of the In-
“quifitioh.. - One argument, I remember, which
-He offered in vindicationt of this execrable Tri-
oani F 2 bunal,
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bunal, was, their cuftom of never confronting
the witnefles with the party accufed ; the very
thing for which all the world fo juftly con~
‘dembs their proceedings. The only reafon he
gave, in excufe of fuch condud, was the fame
which. I have always heard in Portugal, to.
wit, that it prevented perfons from taking re- .
venge on thofe who had informed againit
them. If this reafon be of any force, is it not
fomewhat furprizing, that the fecular Judges
‘in that ‘kingdom fhould not have difcovered
the neceflity of this practice in their Courts, as
well as thofe of the Haly Office, fince the in-
.coxtl}\:enicncc of acting otherwife is the fame in
poth? . : ' eurl B
. Tho' I have not donewith the Inquifitios,
yet-as I have been juft {peaking:of the burning
of our Bithops, in Queen Mary’s reign, ‘it will
not be foreign to my prefent {ubject, to take
noticé of two other formidable antagonifts of
Mr. Bower, who have fet: thofe cruel execn-
tions in a very different light from the reft of
.our. Hiftorians. Thefe Gentlemen treat - him
fomewhat more degently than the Satyrical
Reviewer, yet ftill the fame prejudice and rén~-
- .cour may be difcovered- at the bottom ; and tis
.eafy to fee, that all their inveltives fpring’ from
the fame fource, that is, an implacable hatred
to the Proteftant Religion. In one thing, how-
.evey, they are to be commended, that they
-decl