FMANUEL SWEDENBORG

HIS LIFE, TEACHINGS
AND INFLUENCE

GEORGE TROBRIDGE




Presented to the

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
LIBRARY

by the

ONTARIO LEGISLATIVE
LIBRARY

1980



#
EMANUEL SWEDE

HIS LIFE, TEACHINGS ¢

AND INFLUENCE

BY

GEORGE

4659 96

TROBRIDGE

Author of *“ The Letter and the Spirit,” “ The Foundations of Philosophy,’
£ -

“ Swedenborg and Modern Thought,” et

""{ ?ﬁ
‘\ /“’

rﬂn)‘

LONDON

“ LA ;
“Swedenborg, of all men in the recent ages, stands eminently for the translator of nature
into thought.”—EMERSON

48596

FREDERICK WARNE & COMPANY
AND NEW YORK






CONTENTS

PREFACE . 0 . . . .

CHAPTER

I
1L
{IIL.
v,
V.
VL
VIL
VIIL
15
X.

XI

XII.
XIII.
XIV.
XV.
XVI.

XVII.

RELIGION IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY .
SWEDENBORG'S ANCESTRY AND EARLY LIFE
SCIENTIFIC STUDIES AND PRACTICAL UNDERTAKINGS
POET AND PHILOSOPHER . . . o
LATER PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS . o .
BETWEEN Two WORLDS . o . .
SEER AND THEOLOGIAN c o . 0
THEOLOGICAL TEACHINGS . o 5 .
SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY o . 0 .
EXPOSITORY WORKS 5 5 .

‘“ THINGS HEARD AND SEEN"’ g . .
RECEPTION OF TEACHINGS

SWEDENBORG'S SCIENCE . . .
SWEDENBORG AS POLITICIAN

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS

SIGNS OF SEERSHIP ., 0 .

TESTIMONIES o . . o .

APPENDIX. SWEDENBORG AND HIS GARDENER FOLKS '

PAGE

15
23
30
40
49
57
63
70
78
90
97

106
IT1
120
128

136



viii PREFACE

aspects, that a single volume can offer little more than an outline sketch
his career. The interested reader can fill in the outline himself from tl
great mass of material which is at his service. Only as he does so will h
be able to form a just judgment of the man ; for as Locke says: ‘“ He tha
judges without informing himself to the utmost that he is capable, cannot
acquit himself of judging amiss.” The majority of critics of Swedenborg
do not trouble to thus inform themselves; hence the caricatures that are
often presented as likenesses.

The present biography differs from former ones in that more particulars
are given of Swedenborg’s early life, his travels, personal characteristics, and
political activities. The aim has been to present a portrait of the whole
man, and not to dwell too exclusively on one aspect of his life’s work.
By most persons Swedenborg is regarded as a dreamy mystic, instead of
the real, live, practical man that he actually was. This little sketch may
help to remove that impression.



EMANUEL SWEDENBORG

CHAPTER I

RELIGION IN THE EIGHTEENTH
CENTURY

THERE are those who profess to
believe in a gradual evolution of
political, social, and religious life,
which places each successive genera-
tion on a higher platform than its
predecessors. The present inherits
the accumulated wisdom of the past;
the living have the advantage of
studying the faults and failures of
their forefathers; while knowledge
is ever growing wider, and moral
forces are visibly augmenting. So,
at least, it seems in our time, and
some are disposed to conclude that
it always must have been so: but
history does not support the con-
clusion. The eighteenth century was
not morally superior to the seven-
teenth nor intellectually to the six-
teenth ; the art and literature of the
Romans were immeasurably inferior
to those of the Greeks upon which
they were founded ; and, in our own
country, the later Gothic styles of
architecture, nctwithstanding the
extraordinary skill and science they
display, are marked by degradation
and not improvement.

The progress of mankind, whether
in art, literature, morals or religion,
has always been like the ebb and flow
of the tide. There are times when
knowledge increases suddenly and
enormously, and the march of civili-
sation advances like the inrush of a

A

strong spring tide ; wave after wave
of some mighty impulse lifts
humanity to unwonted heights of
attainment : but the force is spent
as rapidly as it arose, the tide falls
back to its farthest limit, and the
shores of life are seen dreary and
desolate. Or the rising tide may
be one of evil influences. At certain
periods, waves of iniquity and un-
belief sweep over society, mounting
ever higher and higher until the solid
ground of righteousness and judg-
ment threatens to give way from
under us: then the floods of wicked-
ness are stayed by some new in-
spiration of humanity; the arm of
the Lord is stretched out, and the
tide of evil is slowly but surely rolled
back. Such is the course of human
progress as revealed in history.

The rise and fall of religious
systems is more remarkable, and less
easily explained, than the fluctua-
tions of civilisation. The arts will
flourish under encouraging circum-
stances, and die out through the
influence of political changes or
religious ideas ; but religion will die
out under what appear to be most
favouring conditions, and will revive
slowly and imperceptibly in spite of
contempt and opposition. Great re-
ligious changes by no means conform
to the law of steady and gradual
evolution. Catastrophe marks the
development of the religious life of
the race, if it does not that of geo-
logical formations.

One of the great periods of spiritual
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catastrophe was the time of the
Incarnation. ‘““ Except that the
Lord had shortened those days,” we
are told, “no flesh could have been
saved.”” * The civilised world was
immersed in heathenism or vain
philosophy, with the exception of
the Jewish nation, and their religion
had become a lifeless ceremonialism.
Righteousness seemed to have per-
ished from the earth, and wickedness
flaunted itself openly among high
and low. Even the pious Pharisee,
who thanked God that he was not as
other men were, was declared by
Him Who reads the hearts of men to
be ‘“a whited sepulchre, full of dead
men’s bones and all uncleanness.”
The law which he professed to
honour had been so overlaid with
vain traditions as to hide the founda-
tion of truth and righteousness upon
which it rested. Living faith there
was not, within the Jewish church
or without it, except with a little
remnant who looked for the coming
Redeemer. The last times of the
Jewish dispensation had come; its
candlestick was removed out of its
place, to make room for a more
worthy vehicle of the Divine
light.

The new lamp burned low for
many generations, and few living in
the first two centuries would have
believed that before long its rays
would reach to the farthest confines
of the Roman Empire. But the
little one in time became a thousand ;
the tiny seed developed into a great
and spreading tree. By the despised
Christian religion, though in a much
corrupted and imperfect form. society
was remodelled, new ideals were
established, and the world was raised
once more from its lost condition.

The centuries passed ; Christianity
became more and more corrupted
and gradually lost its hold upon
mankind, until in the eighteenth
century religion in Europe had be-

1 Mark xiii. 20.

come almost extinct. Another
period of social and religious catas-
trophe had arrived. Christianity
was still formally professed, but had
ceased to be a controlling power in
either national, social or individual
life. International jealousies, and
the personal ambition of rulers, pro-
voked continual wars; politicians
were corrupt and self-seeking ; while
unbelief and immorality were rife
among all classes of society. Eng-
land was not perhaps worse than
other countries, but it is painful to
read of the doings of our recent pro-
genitors. There is no sadder chapter
in Green’s Short History than the
opening chapter of ¢ Modern Eng-
land,” which deals with this period.
¢ Never,” he says, “had religion
seemed at a lower ebb. The pro-
gress of free inquiry, the aversion
from theological strife which had
been left by the Civil Wars, the new
political and material channels
opened to human energy, had pro-
duced a general indifference to all
questions of religious speculation
or religious life.”” ‘‘There was a
revolt against religion and against
churches in both the extremes of
English society. In the higher
circles of society ‘ everyone laughs,’
said Montesquieu on his visit to
England, ‘if one talks of religion.” ”
And the revolt was not against re-
ligious teaching alone,—the cultured
intellect refusing to accept any longer
the irrational dogmas of theologians ;
but against the restraints of religion.
Unbelief and immorality were united
in an unholy bond : and the fruit of
their union was an unblushing dis-
play of vice from the highest in the
state to the lowest. ‘At the other
end of the social scale lay the masses
of the poor. They were ignorant
and brutal to a degree which it is
hard to conceive, for the increase of
population which followed on the
growth of towns and the develop-
ment of commerce had been met by
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no effort for their religious or educa-
tional improvement. Not a new
parish had been created. . . . The
rural peasantry, who were fast being
reduced to pauperism by the abuse
of the poor laws, were left without
much moral or religious training of
any sort. . .. Within the towns
things were worse. There was no
effective police; and in the great
outbreaks the mob of London or
Birmingham burnt houses, flung open
prisons, and sacked and pillaged at
their will. The criminal classes
gathered boldness and numbers in
the face of ruthless laws which only
testified to the terror of society,
laws which made it a capital crime
to cut down a cherry-tree, and which
strung up twenty young thieves
of a morning in front of New-
gate ; while the introduction of gin
gave a new impetus to drunken-
ness.”’

Archbishop Secker, writing in 1738,
thus sums up the case :

““An open and professed disre-
gard of religion is become, through
a variety of causes, the distinguishing
character of the present age. Indeed,
it hath already brought in such dis-
soluteness and contempt of principle
in the higher part of the world, and
such profligate intemperance and
fearlessness of committing crimes in
the lower, as must, if this mighty
torrent of iniquity stops not, become
absolutely fatal. And God knows,
far from stopping, it receives, through
the designs of some persons and the
inconsiderateness of others, a con-
tinual increase.”

What were the church and the
government doing all the time ?
“In Walpole’s day the English
clergy were the idlest and most
lifeless in the world.”” ‘‘ The system
of pluralities turned the wealthier
and more learned of the priesthood
into absentees, while the bulk of
them were indolent, poor, and with-
out social consideration. A shrewd,

if prejudiced, observer brands the
English clergy of the day as the most
lifeless in Europe, ‘ the most remiss
of their labours in private, and the
least severe in their lives.”” A
large number of prelates were mere
Whig partisans with no higher aim
than that of promotion. The levees
of the ministers were crowded with
lawn sleeves. A  Welsh bishop
avowed that he had seen his diocese
but once, and habitually resided at
the lakes of Westmoreland.” Many
of the clergy richly deserved the
poet’s satire :

“ They hunt good livings and ablor
good lives.”” 1

So much for the Church. [t lived
upon the people but not for the
people; and the government was
much the same. There was no
proper representation of the people,
nor were their interests considered
in legislation, except in so far as the
consideration of them might advance
the position of some ambitious states-
man. All were for place and power,
and shameless bribery was the way
to these. Corruption was ‘‘ the great
engine of politics.” Every man had
his price, and every constituency
also. The House of Commons
“ceased in any real or effective
sense to be a representative body at
all.” “ Great towns like Manchester

10f the clergy in Swedenborg’s own
country, White writes :

‘“ Few have any idea of the depth of
stupor in which in those times the Swedish
Church lay sunk. Its priesthood had
become a mere corporation for reading so
many prayers for so much money, and
they had all the horror of worldliness and
sloth at any pious activity. . . . As a
consequence, theology, in any living sense,
was uncultivated, and the laity were left
in as profound ignorance of their Bibles
as if they had been Papists. Gentlemen
disdained the least taint of religion, and
except on formal occasions, would have
been ashamed to be caught church-going
(Emanuel Swedenborg :  His Life and
Writings, vol. i. p. 188).
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or Birmingham remained without a
member, while members still sat for
boroughs, which, like Old Sarum,
had actually vanished from the face
of the earth. . . . Out of a population
of eight millions, only a hundred and
sixty thousand were electors at
all. . . . Purchase was becoming
more and more the means of entering
Parliament. Seats were bought and
sold in the open market at a price
which rose to four thousand pounds,
and we can hardly wonder that a
reformer could allege without a
chance of denial, ‘ This House is
not a representative of the people of
Great Britain. Tt is the representa-
tive of nominal boroughs, of ruined
and exterminated towns, of noble
families, of wealthy individuals, of
foreign potentates.” ”

So general was corruption and
vice among politicians, that the ab-
sence of them in the conduct of a
single individual made him conspicu-
ous among his fellows. William
Pitt is described as “ the one states-
manwhose aims were unselfish, whose
hands were clean, whose life was
pure and full of tender affection for
wife and child.”" “ In the midst of
a society critical, polite, indifferent,
simple even to the affectation of
simplicity, witty and amusing but
absolutely prosaic, cool of heart
and of head, sceptical of virtue
and enthusiasm, sceptical above
all of itself, Pitt stood absolutely
alone.”

It was not England only that had
fallen to this deplorable condition.
Matters in France were even worse,
and were rapidly leading towards
the Revolution ; other countries also
were in a state of disintegration,
politically, morally and intellectu-
ally. Everywhere violence, im-
morality, insincerity and unbelief
prevailed, with an almost total lack
of zeal for righteousness. It was an
age, as Carlyle says, of formule and
simulacra ; a century ‘“ spendthrift,

fraudulent bankrupt . . . utterly in-
solvent. . . . A century opulent in
accumulated falsities,—sad opulence,
descending on it by inheritance, al-
ways at compound interest, and
always largely increased by {fresh
acquirement on such immensity of
standing capital ;—opulent in that
bad way as never century before
was! Which had no longer the
consciousness of being false, so false
bad it grown: and was so steeped
in falsity, and impregnated with it
to the very bone, that—in fact the
measure of the thing was full.”?
‘““There was need,” he continues,
““once more of a Divine Revela-
tion to the torpid {rivolous chil-
dren of men, if they were not to
sink altogether into the ape con-
dition.” ;

It was at this time, when the de-
gradation was at its very lowest,
that Swedenborg . came. with the
announcement of such”a new re-
velation. He proclaimed that the
end of the first Christian dispensation
had come, the Church having become
thoroughly corrupt both in doctrine
and in life, and that a renovation was
about to take place. ‘ There is
not,” he said, ““a single genuine
truth at this time remaining in the
Church” ;2 ““the light of truth de-
rived from the Word is well-nigh
extinguished ;8 “so that at this
day there is scarcely any faith, be-
cause there is not any charity. It
is the consummation of the age.” 4
Again he writes: ‘ The church at
this day is founded on opinion and
not on conduct. He who believes
otherwise than the church teaches,
is cast out of its communion and his
character defamed; but he who
thieves (if he does not do so fla-
grantly), lies, betrays and commits

1 Frederick the Great, Book I. chap. i.
sec. 2.

2 True Christian Religion, No. 758.

3 Ibid. No. 271.

4 Avcana Celestia, No. 3398.
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adultery, is yet called a Christian, if
only he frequents a place of worship
and talks piously.” ?

The darkest hour is before the
dawn. While proclaiming the cor-
ruption of current Christianity,
Swedenborg announced that the
Lord “is also at this day accom-
plishing a redemption, by establish-
ing a new heaven, and laying the
foundation of a new church, with a
view to make salvation possible to
mankind.” 2 The means of this
great work were a general judgment
in the World of Spirits, for the pur-
pose of removing the evil influences
that were pressing upon this world
with ever-increasing intensity, and of
making way for the influx of truth
and righteousness ; the opening of
the interior sense of the Holy
Scriptures, that true doctrine might
be rationally discerned; and the
revelation of the nature and char-
acter of life in heaven, hell, and the
intermediate state. Swedenborg de-
clared himself to be the Divinely
chosen herald of a new dispensation,
and that, as such, he was not only
admitted to the society of angels and
spirits, but directly instructed by the
Lord in the doctrines of the New
Church which was to rise out of the
ashes of the fallen one.

This extraordinary claim is suffi-
cient with many to mark the man as
deluded, and to prevent them from
examining his teachings. But such
an attitude is foolish, unless we can
be quite certain that no prophet of
the Lord will ever again appear
among men. If we refuse to listen to
him, we can form no opinion, either
good or bad, of his claims ; if, how-
ever, we bring our reason and judg-
ment to bear upon his life and
writings, we shall surely be able to
decide between the ravings or
drivellings of insanity and the un-
foldings of the Divine.

1 Arcana Ceelestia, No. 4689.
3 Tyue Christian Religion, No. 182.

CHAPTER II

SWEDENBORG'S ANCESTRY AND EARLY
LIFE

WoNDER has been expressed at
Swedenborg’s turning from natural
science to theology in middle life ;
heredity might have had something
to do with his interest in both sub-
jects. His father was an eminent
Lutheran bishop, and so he was
reared in a theological atmosphere ;
while his grandfathers on beth sides
of the family were connected with
the great mining industry of Sweden.
Daniel Isaacsson, the father of
Bishop Swedberg, was a member of
a peasant family at Fahlun, and rose
from comparative poverty to afflu-
ence by a successful mining venture.
Albrecht Behm, Swedenborg’'s ma-
ternal grandfather, occupied a simi-
lar position at the Board of Mines to
that which he himself held later.?
Jesper Swedberg was the second
son of Daniel Isaacsson, and was
born in 1053. His parents, who
were pious people, devoted him to
the Church, and he was ordained in
1682. He was appointed succes-
sively chaplain of the horse guards,
Court chaplain in 1688, dean and
pastor of Vingdker in 1690, professor
in Upsala University in 1692, dean
of Upsala, 1604, and Bishop of
Skara in 1702, which last office he
held for thirty-three years. He was
a man of upright and pious life, an
indefatigable worker and an en-
thusiastic reformer; one, in fact,
1 The variety of names in the same
family is explained by the custom of
taking names from the family seat in
place of the wusual patronymic, and
the change of title brought about by the
ennoblement of the Swedberg family.
The sons of Daniel Isaacsson called them-
selves Swedberg from the name of their
homestead, ‘ Sweden’’ ; while Swedberg
was again changed to Swedenborg when

the bishop’s family was ennobled by
Queen Ulrnica Eleonora in 1719.
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whose exemplary conduct and un-
tiring zeal made him conspicuous
among his less earnest and more
careless brethren. ‘‘ If he had lived
a few hundred years earlier,” wrote
one of his contemporaries, ‘“ he might
have increased the number of Swedish
saints . . . his learning, industry,
exemplary life, good intentions, and
zeal for God’s glory deserve to be
venerated even by a more enlightened
century.” He was active in the
cause of education, whether as army
chaplain, when he offered a premium
to every soldier who learned to read,
or later as professor of theology,
and afterwards rector, in Upsala
University. He endeavoured to re-
form the teaching in the public
schools, composing and editing
many text-books himself; and in
every way exerted himself to pro-
mote the advancement of learn-
ing.

Although Sweden was a Protestant
country the study of the Bible had
fallen into desuetude in those lax
times. Bibles, indeed, were some-
what expensive luxuries, a high price
being charged for them by the
privileged publishers. Swedberg set
himself to remedy this, and to pro-
vide a cheap edition that all might
possess ; but, although he obtained
the royal sanction, and expended a
considerable sum of money himself
in preparing such an edition, the
power of vested interests was too
strong, and the project fell through.
His labours in connection with the
revision of the Swedish translation
of the Bible also came to naught;
while his attempted improvement of
the Swedish hymn and psalm book
only brought upon him a charge of
heresy and led to the suppression
of the work. In every direction he
seems to have been thwarted by the
jealousy, apathy, and stolid conser-
vatism of those who should have
been his supporters and helpers in
good works. Nevertheless, he per-

severed in his laudable efforts to the
end of his long life.

Swedberg’s religion was of an
eminently practical character. In
the Lutheran Church, as in other
Protestant bodies, faith had been
elevated to such pre-eminence that
good works were disparaged, and
morality suffered in consequence ;
Swedberg held that true faith could
not be dissociated from a life of
charity and active usefulness. He
complained that ‘“ many contented
themselves with the first and second
paragraphs of the ‘great faith’
(stor-tron), but that they would have
nothing to do with the third para-
graph, with ‘sanctification and a
holy life.”” ¢ ¢Faith of the head’
(hjdrne tron—i.e. brain faith) and
“devil’s faith * with him were syn-
onymous.” He was a fearless
preacher, denouncing the short-
comings of those in high places, as
well as the peccadillos of humble
sinners ; being especially severe
against the neglect of religious duties
by the former, and the scandalous
abuse of their rights of church pat-
ronage.

His catholicity was remarkable,
considering the age in which he
lived ; he was willing to see what
was good in all the Churches, and,
during a visit to England, eagerly
discussed the question of Christian
unity with Bishop Fell of Oxford.
In Roman Catholic countries he ad-
mired the care given to the poor
and the devotion of high-born per-
sons to the sick and destitute; in
his own land he gave a word of
approval to the earnestness of the
Pietists, although he did not agree
with all their tenets and practices.
He is described by Counsellor Sandels
as ‘““a man full of zeal but without
bigotry.”

His personal tastes were simple
and easily satisfied. He had a fair
share of this world’s goods, but died
poor, as he had expended large
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sums in printing and publishing, and
other disinterested works, and be-
sides had had severe losses by several
fires.

His books for the most part were
unsuccessful, and he complains that
he has rooms full of unsold copies ;
remarking, with melancholy humour,
that, after his death, they would
probably be used by the women for
their cakes.

It is not surprising that, to an
earnest and devout man like Bishop
Swedberg, the spiritual world should
have seemed very real and near at
hand. He had an assured faith in
the presence of angels among men,
and of the helpful offices they fulfil
as ‘‘ ministering spirits, sent forth
to minister for them who shall be
heirs of salvation.” He lived in the
society of his “‘ guardian angel,”
with whom, he declared, he was able
to converse at times. He believed
that he had other spiritual in-
timations on different occasions,
and seems to have been possessed of
powers of hypnotic healing. Not
long after his ordination, he tells us
that he heard mysterious voices
singing in the church, which con-
vinced him of the presence of angelic
visitors, and caused him to feel more
strongly than ever before the sacred-
ness of the calling to which he had
devoted himself. All these matters
have a bearing on the still more ex-
traordinary experiences of his son,
Emanuel ; the idea of the intimate
relations that subsist between the
physical and the spiritual worlds was
no doubt familiar to the latter from
his father’s teaching.

Such was the father of the subject
of our sketch. Of his mother we
do not hear much ; she was doubt-
less pretty fully occupied with house-
hold cares, having borne nine chil-
dren during her twelve years of
married life. She died at thirty
vears of age, when Emanuel was only
eight.

Strangely little is known of
Swedenborg’s childhood. He was
born at Stockholm on the 2gth of
January 1688, and was the second
son, and third child of his parents.
Beyond these meagre facts, all that
we can learn of this period of his life
is from a letter addressed by him in
1769 to his friend, Dr Bever, Pro-
fessor of Greek in Gothenburg
University. In this hesays: ‘ From
my fourth to my tenth year I was
constantly engaged in thought upon
God, salvation, and the spiritual
experiences of .men: and several
times I revealed things at which my
father and mother wondered ; say-
ing, that angels must be speaking
through me. From my sixth to my
twelfth year I used to delight in
conversing with clergymen about
faith, sayving that the life of faith is
love, and that the love which im-
parts hife is love to the neighbour;
also that God gives faith to every-
one, but that those only receive it
who practise that love. [ knew of
no other faith at that time, than that
God is the Creator and Preserver of
nature, that He imparts understand-
ing and a good disposition to men,
and several other things that follow
thence. [ knew nothing at that
time of that learned faith which
teaches that God the Father imputes
the righteousness of His Son to
whomsoever, and at such times, as
He chooses, even to those who have
not repented and have not reformed
their lives. And had T heard of such
a faith, it would have been then, as
it is now, above my compre-
hension.” !

If direct information is wanting
as to the childhood of Swedenborg,
we may fill up the blank to some
extent from our imaginations, build-
ing upon a knowledge of the family
circumstances at different periods.
At the time of his birth, his father

1 Documents concerning Swedenbory, vol.
ii. p. 279.
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was exercising the functions of Court
chaplain at Stockholm. In the
Swedish capital, then, the first three
or four years of the child’s life were
spent, and he doubtless carried away
impressions of the busy city, with
its lofty buildings, its rushing flood
of deep green waters coming down
from Lake Malar, its shipping, its

military displays, and the coming

and going of royalty and nobility in
their summer carriages or winter
sleighs, to the quiet rural home of
Vingiker, to which the family re-
moved in 16g2. Here, for a few
brief months, he revelled, as all
children do, in the flowery fields and
delightful farmyards, and was petted
by the good people of the parish, who
were also overwhelmingly kind to his
father.

The next ten years of his life were
passed in Upsala, his parents re-
siding in the cathedral square ; and
here his early education was re-
ceived. His tutor was Johannes
Morceus, afterwards Dr Morceus, a
cousin on his mother’s side, but we
hear little of his studies. Counsellor
Sandels speaks of ‘‘the thoughtful
care which was bestowed on his
education,” and that he speaks truly
we cannot doubt, knowing what we
do of the father.

Upsala, where the free, happy days
of his boyhood were passed, was at
that time a city of some five thousand
inhabitants, and its cathedral was
reckoned the finest Gothic building
in the north of Europe. Within its
walls many monarchs had been
crowned in days of yore, and many
also lay buried. We can fancy the
lad wandering through the aisles and
meditating upon vanished greatness ;
or listening with the other members
of the family to the daily service, in
which the father often took part.
This service was not so cold and
lifeless as Protestant services were,
at this period, in some other
countries, for the Lutheran church

retained many of the less objection-
able usages of Rome. A portrait of
Jesper Swedberg shows him sitting
at a table with a folio Bible before
him opened at a doubtless favourite
text, 1 Cor. xvi. 22, ““ If any man love
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be
Anathema Maran-atha”; while
above the precious Book hangs a
crucifix. Through an open door,
over which stands a cross, we have
a vista of a church interior terminat-
ing in an altar with lights burning
before it, and an altar-piece above.
Such things would shock many a
modern Protestant.

We can imagine the interest with
which Emanuel would watch the
building of his father’s ¢« large new
stone house ” in the square ;! and
the impression made upon his youth-
ful mind by the terrible fire which
shortly after it was finished, de-
stroyed not only it, but many other
buildings, including the grand cathe-
dral itself.

Another circumstance that must
have left its mark upon his memory
was the death of his mother two
years earlier; and this sad event
was followed by the loss of his elder

1 The account of the building of this
house given in the Swedish Biographiskt
Lexicon throws a very pleasing light upon
the character of Swedenborg’s father.
““ It is interesting,” says the writer, *“ to
hear him speak about the building of this
new house. ‘I know, and I can testify—
for I was always present—that not the
least work was done, that not a stone was
raised, with sighs or a troubled mind, but
all was done cheerfully and gladly. No
complaint, no hard or disagreeable word
was heard, no scoldings and no oaths
were uttered.” When the house was
finished in the autumn of 1698, he in-
augurated it by inviting and entertaining
all the poor of the town. He and his
wife and children waited upon them.
Everything was done in an orderly
manner, and this feast of charity was
concluded with singing, prayer, thanks-
giving, and mutual blessing.” We may
assume that Swedenborg, who was then
ten years of age, took his share in this
kindly entertainment,
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brother a few weeks later. Of the
remaining children (seven besides
himself), his sister Anna, sixteen
months his senior, seems to have
been his favourite. Before she had
completed her seventeenth year, she
was married to Dr Ericus Benzelius,
Librarian to the University of Up-
sala; but she was not lost to her
fond brother. It was about this
time that he entered upon his college
course, and the probability is, though
direct evidence is wanting, that he
resided with her until he left the
University in 1709; for his father
removed to Skara in 1702, on his
appointment to the bishopric. We
know practically nothing of his
doings during these years. He cer-
tainly did not waste his time; but
there is no record of his having
gained any important distinction.
Counsellor Sandels says that he
made ¢ the best use of advantages
enjoyed, comparatively, by few,”
and describes the academical dis-
putation which he published, with
the permission of the authorities, on
leaving his alma mater as “‘ a clever
work for a youth.” One thing he
had learnt ; to write passable Latin
verse. After leaving the University
he published some of his efforts in
that direction, which manifested,
says Sandels, “a remarkable readi-
ness of wit, and showed that he had
made a good use of his time in youth.”
He continued to exercise this faculty
for some years, and was looked upon
in his family circle as something of a
poet.

Having done with tutors, lectures
and class-books, he retired for a
time to Brunsbo, the episcopal re-
sidence near Skara, where he began
to make plans for an extended
foreign tour. The difficulty seems
to have been to raise the means, his
father having little wealth and
many responsibilities, and being
withal somewhat ¢ near.”” Under
date of 13th July 1709, he writes to

his brother-in-law Benzelius, begging
his assistance in carrying out his
project.! He also desired his re-
commendation to some English
college where he might improve
himself in mathematics, physics and
natural history. He proposed to
prepare for his own use a summary
of the principal discoveries in mathe-
matics during the recent centuries,
to which he would add anything
new he might learn in his travels.

In this same letter he tells his
brother-in-law that he has acquired
the art of bookbinding from a man
who had been working for his father.
I mention this as characteristic of his
industrious and practical nature.
Wherever he went in his later travels
he endeavoured to gain a knowledge
of wuseful trades. Writing from
London in 1711, he says: ‘T also
turn my lodgings to some use, and
change them often ; at first I was at
a watchmaker’s, afterwards at a
cabinet-maker’s, and now I am at a
mathematical instrument maker’s ;
from them 1 steal their trades. which
some day will be of use to me.” He
learnt to make brass instruments ;
and at Leyden, later, to grind glass
for lenses, etc., that he might furnish
himself with appliances that he could
not afford to buy. His brother-in-
law had commissioned him, when in
England, to procure some globes for
the University library at Upsala,
but these proving too expensive,
and difficult to convey safely, he was
asked to obtain the printed sheets
that they might be mounted in
Sweden. The makers, however, re-
fused to supply them; so young
Swedberg applied himself to learn
engraving, and prepared the sheets
himself.

But we are anticipating. It was
a full year after his application to
Benzelius for assistance that he was

1 Swedenborg’s correspondence with
Benzelius will be found in Dr R. L. Tafel’s
Documents, vol. i. pp. 200-344.
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enabled to start upon his travels ;
a year of disappointment and im-
patient waiting for something to
turn up. Not a happy time for
one of Emanuel’s active disposition ;
especially when he met with dis-
couragement in his favourite studies
at home. The busy, practical bishop
was probably as little appreciative of
mathematics as he was of meta-
physics ; and certainly he would look
with disapproval on a life of idleness,
orof no definiteoccupation,ina young
man of twenty-two. There can be
no doubt the son was unhappy. On
the 6th of March 1710, he writes to
Benzelius, the one great friend of his
ecarly life :

“T have little desire to remain
here much longer ; for I am wasting
almost my whole time. Still, I have
made such progress in music, that T
have been able several times to take
the place of our organist ; but for all
my other studies this place affords
me very little opportunity ; and they
are not at all appreciated by those
who ought to encourage me in
them.”

Some relief from this unsatis-
factory mode of life was found in a
short visit to the great Swedish
engineer and inventor, Christopher
Polhammar (afterwards known by his
title of nobility, Polhem). With
him the youth was in his element,
and Polhammar appreciated his
capacity. He wrote to Benzelius :
“We were pleased and satisfied
with one another . . . ; especially
when I found him able to assist me
in the mechanical undertaking which
I have in hand, and in making the
necessary experiments ; in thismatter
I am more indebted to him, than he
is to me. Moreover, I value more
highly a quick and intelligent person,
with whom I can enjoy the discussion
of subjects on which I possess some
little knowledge, than I do a few
weeks’ board and lodging.”

In the autumn of 1710, We find

young Swedberg! in London ; and,
from this date, his occasional letters
to Dr Benzelius give us a brief but
interesting account of his doings for
the five years of his absence from
Sweden.?

His journey to London was not
without perils, his life having been
in danger four different times. The
vessel in which he sailed was nearly
wrecked on approaching the English
coast ; then they were boarded by
pirates ; the next evening were fired
into by a British guardship, being
mistaken for the same pirates ; and,
finally, after arriving safely in the
Thames, Swedberg narrowly escaped
hanging for breaking the strict quar-
antine regulations, established on
account of the existence of the plague
in Sweden.

His first letter to Benzelius from
London is of great interest, and re-
veals not only his ‘“immoderate
desire ’ (to borrow his own expres-
sion from a later letter) for study,
but the remarkable breadth of his
sympathies.

“I study Newton daily,” he says,
““and am very anxious to see and
hear him.* T have provided myself
with a small stock of books for the
study of mathematics, and also with
a certain number of instruments,
which are both a help and an orna-
ment in the study of science: such
as, an astronomical tube, quadrants
of several kinds, prisms, microscopes,
artificial scales, and camere obscure,
by William Hunt, and Thomas
Everard, which I admire and which
you too will admire. T hope that

1 His name was changed to Swedenborg
in 1719, when the family was ennobled.

2See Documents Concerning Swedenborg,
vol. i. pp. 206-238.

21t does not appear that this desire
was ever gratified, but he made the ac-
quaintance in England of many nota-
bilities, including Flamsteed, Halley and
Woodward, by the last named of whom
he was introduced to various members of
the Royal Society, and other learned men.
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after settling my accounts, I may
have sufficient money left to purchase
an air-pump.”

Among other items of information
in this letter is that *“ the magnificent
St Paul’s cathedral was finished a
few days ago in all its parts.”” Inits
virginal purity, before the smoke of
the great city had had time to ob-
scure the beauty of its details, it
doubtless impressed him mightily.
But he was more impressed at West-
minster ; not by the architecture,
however, upon which he does not
remark. ‘In examining the royal
monuments in Westminster abbey,”
he says, “1 happened to see the
tomb of Casaubon; when I was in-
spired with such a love for this
literary hero, that I kissed his tomb,
and dedicated to his manes, under
the marble ’—some Latin verses,
which it is not Jhecessary to quote.

“The town,” he continues, ‘“is
distracted by internal dissensions
between the Anglican and Presby-
terian churches; they are incensed
against each other with almost
deadly hatred. The torch and trum-
pet of this tumult is Doctor Sache-
verell, whose name is heard from
every mouth and at every corner ;
and respecting whom every book-
shop displays pamphlets.”

Of his studies in England, mathe-
matics and astronomy seem to have
absorbed most of his interest. ‘1
visit daily,” he writes (April 1711),
‘““the best mathematicians here in
town. I have been with Flamsteed,
who is considered the best astrono-
mer in England, and who is con-
stantly taking observations.” In a
letter written at the end of 1711, or
beginning of 1712, he reports con-
versations he has had with Flam-
steed, and sends a list of the latter’s
publications, for which Benzelius had
asked. He also speaks enthusiasti-
cally of his own growing knowledge
and hopes of attainment.

“ With regard to astronomy,” he

says, “1 have made such progress
in it, as to have discovered much
which T think will be useful in its
study. Although in the beginning
it made my brain ache, yet long
speculations are now no longer
difficult for me. I examined closely
all propositions for finding the ter-
restrial longitude, but could not find
a single one; I have therefore
originated a method by means of
the moon, which is unerring, and 1
am certain that it is the best which
has yet been advanced. In a short
time 1 will inform the Royal Society
that T have a proposition to make
on this subject, stating my points.
If it is favourably received by these
gentlemen, I shall publish it here :
if not, in France. I have also dis-
covered many new methods for
observing the planets, the moon,
and the stars: that which concerns
the moon and its parallaxes, dia-
meter, and inequality, I will publish
whenever an opportunity arises. [
am now busy working my wayv
through algebra and the higher
geometry, and I intend to make such
progress in it, as to be able in time
to continue  Polhammar’s  dis-
coveries.”

The voung student’s scientific and
literary friends in Sweden often
availed themselves of his assistance
while he was abroad. At one time
it is to procure some out-of-the-way
books for the university library; at
another, to purchase scientific in-
struments, or to ascertain the most
approved method of using these.
For his brother-in-law he obtained
lenses for a twenty-four-foot tele-
scope, a microscope, and many
books, to procure which latter he had
to ransack the bookshops and at-
tend auction sales; not, for him, an
uncongenial task. The Literary
Society of Upsala, also, gave him a
number of commissions and instruc-
tions, through one of its members,
Professor Elfvius, especially enjoin-
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ing him to watch Flamsteed’s method
of taking observations, the nature of
his instruments, etc. etc. After
detailing numerous other requests,
the professor concludes one of his
letters :

“1 recommend the above, and
everything else that may be of use
in our mathematical studies, to Mr
Swedberg’s great desire of acquiring
knowledge, etc.” !

Mr Swedberg good-naturedly ful-
filled his friends’ commissions to the
best of his ability, and added to the
obligations they thus incurred by
volunteering further information and
suggestions of his own. He advised
the purchase of the Philosophical
Transactionsof the Royal Society,also
John Lowth’s (? Lowthrop’s) digest of
thesame, Harris’ Lexiconofthe Sciences
and Arts, The Memoirs of Literature,
several of Sir Isaac Newton’s works,
and other books. He mentions the
publication of Grabe’s Septuagint,
and one or two other theological
works ; but this is almost the only
indication that he took any interest
in theology at that time. As a relief
from his severer studies, he continued
to write poetry, and did not despise
the study of English models. He
mentions as ‘‘ eminent English poets,
that are well worth reading for the
sake of their imagination alone,”
Dryden, Spenser, Waller, Milton,
Cowley, Beaumont and Fletcher,
Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, Oldham,
Benham, Philip (? Ambrose Philips),

1 One interesting point upon which
Elfvius desired information was as to
what Englishmen thought of Newton’s
Principia, which had been before the
public something more than twenty years
at that time. e himself was not pre-
pared to accept the theory of gravitation,
which seemed to him to be ‘“a mere abs-
traction” and ‘““an absurdity.” Swed-
berg’s reply was very guarded. ¢ In this
matter,”” he wrote, ‘“no Englishman
ought to be consulted, quia cecutit in
suis, i.e. because he is blind about his
own; yet it would be criminal to doubt
them.” .

»

Smith, and others; so that for a
foreigner he must have had a con-
siderable acquaintance with English
literature.

The young man spent upwards of
a year in London and Oxford, losing
no opportunity of acquiring know-
ledge. His travels and studies must
have involved considerable expense,
which his father does not seem to
have been too generous in providing
for. He was, in fact, at this time,
spending all available money on his
own enterprises, and so had little
consideration for the lonely and
penurious student. As a dutitul son,
Emanuel does not chide loudly, but
he raises a mild complaint from
time to time. “I am on short
allowance,” he tells Benzelius (April
1711), “and am not permitted to
purchase anything on credit.”” He
writes from Oxford : ““ T have longed
very much to see the Bodleian
Library, since I saw the little one at
Zion College; but I am kept back
here on account of ‘ want of money.’
I wonder my father does not show
greater care for me, than to have
let me live now for more than sixteen
months upon 250 rixdalers;?! well
knowing that I promised in a letter
not to incommode him by drawing
for money; and yet none has been
forthcoming for the last three or four
months. It is hardlto live without
food or drink like some poor drudge
in Schonen.” Again: ‘‘ Your great
kindness, and your favour, of which
I have had so many proofs, make
me believe that your advice and
your letters will induce my father
to be so favourable towards me, as
to send me the funds which are
necessary for a young man, and which
will infuse into me new spirit for the
prosecution of my studies. Believe
me, I desire and strive to be an
honour to my father’s house and
yours, much more strongly than you
yourself can wish and endeavour.”

1 Something less than £so0.
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It is to be regretted that these
letters are so few and far between ;
many are evidently missing. Writ-
ing from Paris in August 1713, he
refers to a letter he had sent from
Holland, whither he went {from
England, but which is not forth-
coming. All that we hear of his
stay in that country is from a short
reference in this Paris letter.

“PDuring my stay in Holland I
was most of the time in Utrecht,
where the Diet met, and where I was
in great favour with Ambassador
Palmquist, who had me every day
at his house ; every day, also, I had
discussions on algebra with him.
He is a good mathematician, and a
great algebraist. He wished me not
to go away ; and, therefore, Iintend
next year to return to Leyden, where
they have a splendid observatory,
and the finest brass quadrant I have
ever seen ; it cost 2000 new guilders.
They are continually making new
observations. I will ask permission
from the university to take obser-
vations there for two or three
months, which I shall easily obtain ;
Palmquist said the same.”

Of his doings in Paris, also, we
have but a very meagre record. He
met there De La Hire, Warrignon,
the Abbé Bignon (a member of the
Academy and afterwards Royal
Librarian), besides other notables.
He observes that :

“Between the mathematicians
here and the English there is great
emulation and jealousy. Halley, of
Oxford, told me that he was the first
who examined the variation of the
pendulum under the equator ; they
keep silence about this here; the
astronomers here also maintain that
Cassini’s paper was written before
Halley made his expedition to the
Island of St Helena, and so forth.”

In Paris and its neighbourhood he
spent nearly a year. On leaving, he
posted to Hamburg, vid Lille, and
thence into Pomerania, at that time

a Swedish province. We hear of
him, in his next letter, at Rostock ;
from which place he sends his
brother-in-law a long list of inven-
tions he has either completed or
projected. One wonders what some
of these were like, and whether the
young inventor anticipated the
mechanical contrivances of the pre-
sent age in the same way as in later
years he anticipated scientific theories
that are usually regarded as strictly
modern.

The first of these inventions was
‘“the plan of a certain ship, which
with its men was to go under the
surface of the sea, wherever it
chooses, and do great damage to the
fleet of the enemy.” Another was
a device for raising ships with their
cargoes by means of sluices, where
there is no fall of water. Yet
another, which from description
seems like an incipient steam engine,
for setting mill wheels in motion
under similar circumstances — i.c.
when falling water was not avail-
able; * the wheel will nevertheless
revolve by means of the fire, which
will put the water in motion.” A
magazine air-gun to discharge sixty
or seventy shots in succession, with-
out reloading; and a flying machine,
were further projects of his active
brain. The idea of a flying machine
he returned to again later; but
Polhem seems to have thrown cold

water on his schemes, expressing his

opinion that ¢ with respect to flying
by artificial means, there is perhaps
the same difficulty as in making a
perpetuum mobile or gold by artificial
means ; although, at first sight, it
seems as easy to be done as it is
desirable.”

His method for finding the ter-
restrial longitude by means of the
moon he regarded as the most im-
portant of his early discoveries.
Though it was not taken up sym-
pathetically by the learned of his
day, he always insisted that it was
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“the only one that can be given,
that it is also the easiest, and in
fact the right one.” His confidence
in it was so great that he republished
his pamphlet several times between
1712 and 1766.

In this Rostock letter, he expresses
a very great desire to return home
to Sweden ; nevertheless he stayed
on in Pomerania for another nine
months, most of the time at the
little university town of Greifswalde.
What kept him there, unless it was
the presence of the king at Stralsund,
and a hope that possibly his services
might in some way be called upon,
it is hard to say; for he had a very
poor opinion of the university and
its faculty. “ There is nothing of
much interest,”” he said, ‘‘to be
found in Greifswalde, which—you
will excuse me for saying—is quite
a paltry university. Papke is the
professor of mathematics, fit for any-
thing rather than for this science.”

At Greifswalde young Swedberg
printed a collection of poetical fables
in Latin, dealing with the political
affairs of his time, under the title of
“ Camena Borea cum Heroum et
Herovdwm factis ludens : sive Fabelle
Owvidiants sumilis cum variis nomini-
bus.” He had been employed upon
this for some time as a mental re-
creation.

The young student’s long wander-
ings were drawing to an end. We
can only regret that more of his
correspondence at this time, and his
own journal, especially, have not
been preserved to wus. His few
letters to Benzelius, from which I
have drawn so largely, are full of
interest, not only for their record
of his studies and achievements, but
for the revelation they give of his
personal character. White said that
he could “ discover no friendships in
Swedenborg’s life.” For Benzelius
he certainly entertained a very warm
regard, and he was deeply attached
to his sister Anra; every letter ex-

presses his affection fo. both, and to
his ““little brother ” (nephew) Eric.
A very characteristic touch is found
in the letter from Rostock (6th
September 1714). He writes: “1
have a great longing to see little
brother Eric again; perhaps he will
be able to make a triangle, or to
draw one for me, when I give him
a little ruler.”  “ Little brother
Eric” was nine years old at this
time. His interest in the child con-
tinued, and a few years later he
wrote : “I hear that his love for
mechanics and drawing continues.
If he can give the slip to his pre-
ceptor, I should like to induce him
to follow me; when I would try in
every way to promote his welfare,
to instruct him in mathematics and
other things, should it be desired ”
It appears that ““ little brother Eric ”’
did follow his uncle, entering the
College of Mines under his auspices
in 1726. On 13th July 1725, his
father writes to Swedenborg: 1
acknowledge with all due respect
the favour which you have shown
towards my Ericus, and which he has
received in so many ways from you
in Stockholm, both by instruction
in physics and mathematics, and
more recently by a new present.”
Eric was now twenty years of age.
But we are again anticipating
events. Emanuel's stay at Greifs-
walde was cut short by the arrival
of the allied enemies of Sweden be-
fore Stralsund, where the king was
shut up, and which was only fifteen
miles distant. ‘“ When the siege
was about to commence,” he says,
“1 succeeded, under the Divine
Providence, in obtaining a passage
home in a yacht, in company with
Madame Feiff (presumably the wife
of the Councillor of War), after
having been abroad for more than
four years” (nearly five, in fact).
Warm work was in prospect around
Stralsund, making its-neighbourhood
unfitted for ladies or students.
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ANOTHER period of weary waiting
and discouragement followed young
Swedberg’s return to his native
country. Full of new ideas and
enthusiasm, he thought that some
career would surely open to him now.
He had many schemes for his
country’s good, and the enlargement
of his own reputation, and was by
no means idle; but his efforts to
advance the material welfare of
Sweden, and to raise her scientific
status among the nations, were
blocked at all points by conser-
vatism, vested interests, indifference,
and want of funds, in the same way
as his father’s attempts at educa-
tional and ecclesiastical reforms were
frustrated.

His very first undertaking was in
connection with his new method of
finding the longitude. “ The day
after to-morrow,” he writes to
Benzelius, under date, gth August
1715, I will travel to the Kinnekulle
[mountain], to select a spot for a
small observatory, where 1 intend,
towards winter, to make some ob-
servations respecting our horizon,
and to lay a foundation for those
observations, by which my invention
on the longitude of places may be
confirmed.”

He visits the Board of Mines, and
observes that the models “ are going
to ruin as time advances. After six
or ten years they will only be good
for fire-wood, unless I choose to pre-
vent that destiny by means of a
little brass, a little ink, and some
paper.” Ten years later, when he
had a share in the responsibility for
the property of the Board, he ap-
plied for and obtained an appro-
priation of fifty silver dalers for the
repairs of these models, showing that

his concern was not simply that of
an outside critic.

After his sojourn in more advanced
and enlightened countries, he natur-
ally felt the backwardness of his
own. He had two great schemes to
remedy this. One was the forma-
tion of a *“ Society for Learning and
Science,” a sort of Swedish Royal
Society ; the other was the founda-
tion of a Chair of Mecchanics at the
University of Upsala. He hammered
away at this latter idea for years,
but without success. His first sug-
gestion was that the existing pro-
fessors should give up a seventh part
of their emoluments, so as to afford
an income of 3000 silver dalers for
the support of the new faculty. This
proposal naturally met with op-
position, and the enthusiastic student
afterwards explained that he had
meant it more in jest than in carnest ;
but he had another suggestion ready,
which was to reduce the number of
professorships in other subjects by
not filling up vacancies. ‘It could
be done with the greatest ease,” he
said, ‘‘ by dispensing with some of
the professorships that are least
necessary, e.g., in course of time one
professorship might be spared both
from theology and medicine, and the
professorship of Oriental languages
might be transferred either to a pro-
fessorship of theology, or to the
professorship of Greek ; so also that
of morals might be transferred to the
professorship of history; especially
as there are few universities where
there are so many professorships
established.” !

The bent of Swedenborg’s mind
was always practical, both as a man
of science and as a religious teacher ;
he could not understand how any-
one could contentedly rest in mere
theory. At the time we are now
dealing with, his brother-in-law,
Benzelius, was exerting himself to
get an astronomical observatory

1 Documents, vol. i. p. 254.
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established at Upsala, and received
his warm support in the/matter.
Other people, however, were not so
enthusiastic. “I wonder at your
friends, the mathematicians,” he
wrote, ‘“who have lost all energy
and desire to follow up so clever a
design, as the one you pointed out
to them of the building of an astro-
nomical observatory. Itisa fatality
with mathematicians that they re-
main mostly in theory. I have
thought that it would be a profit-
able thing if to ten mathematicians
there was added one thoroughly
practical man, by whom the others
could be led to market; in which
case this one man would gain more
renown and be of more use than all
the ten together.” !

A young man of this disposition
could not rest unoccupied. While
awaiting the course of events, he
started a scientific and technical
journal, under the title of * Daedalus
Hyperboreus.” By advice of Ben-
zelius he dedicated it to the King,
Charles XII., who professed much
interest in the work. First, how-
ever, the means of publishing it had
to be found, and he appealed to
Benzelius to intercede with his
father for assistance. He always
seemed afraid to approach the latter
with demands for money; and, as
he was now nearly twenty-eight, the
Bishop might well think that it was
time he shifted for himself. Thus
he wrote to his mediator :

“ A single word from you to my
father about me, will be worth
more than twenty thousand remon-
strances from me. You can without
any comment inform him of my
enterprise, of my zeal in my studies ;
and that he need not imagine that
in future I shall waste my time and,
at the same time, his money. One
word from another is worth more
than a thousand from me. He
knows very well that you have the

1 Documents, vol. i. pp. 262 and 263.

kindness to interest yourself in my
behalf; but he knows too, that I
am still more interested in my own
behalf. For this reason he will dis-
trust me more than you, my dear
brother.” 1
All this while the Bishop was
using his influence with the King
and Court to find his son some em-
ployment. But Charles was too
busy with other matters, and it was
not until the end of the year 1716
that young Swedberg was appointed
“ Extraordinary Assessor ’ at the
Board of Mines, the Department of
State responsible for the supervision
of the great mining industries of
Sweden. His fitness for the post was
attested by Polhem in a letter to
Benzelius dated 1oth December 1715.
“I find,” the great inventor wrote,
“that young Swedberg is a ready
mathematician, and possesses much
aptitude for the mechanical sciences ;
and if he continues as he has begun,
he will, in course of time, be able to
be of greater use to the King and to
his country in this than in any-
thing else.” 2 In another letter, he
speaks of ““ hisreadiness of resources,”
and ““ his other good qualities.” 3
It seems that the King offered

the young man three posts to choose
from, before he was finally gazetted
to the Board of Mines. - Though no
salary was attached to the office he
accepted until he attained to the full
Assessorship, he found the work
congenial, and two years later re-
fused the Professorship of Astronomy
in the University of Upsala, assigning
as his reasons : ‘‘ (1) I already have
an honourable post. (2) In this post
I can be of use to my country, and
indeed of more practical use than in
any other position. (3) I thus de-
cline a faculty which does not agree
with my tastes and my turn of
mind, by both of which I am led to

1 Documents, vol. 3 p. 241.

2 Ibid. vol. i. p. 244.

3 Ibid. vol. i. p. 252.
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mechanics, and will be in future to
chemistry ; and our Board” (he is
writing confidentially to his brother-
in-law) is noted for having assessors
who know very little on these sub-
jects; for this reason I will en-
deavour to supply this deficiency,
and I hope that my labours in this
direction will be as profitable to
them, as their own may be in
another.” 1

There were ulterior reasons, also,
for in a later letter, he writes :

“T hope I shall be able to be as
useful in the post which has been
entrusted to me, and also to secure
myself as many advantages; my
present position being only a step
to a higher one, while at Upsala I
should have nothing more to ex-
pect; moreover, I do not believe
that the King would like me to give
up my present position. With re-
gard to the Board, I will try most
diligently to make myself at home
in mechanics, physics, and chemistry,
and, at all events, to lay a proper
foundation for everything, when I
hope no one will have any longer a
desire to charge me with having
entered the Board, as one entirely
unworthy.” 2

During the early part of his career
at the Board of Mines, he was de-
tached at times for special services
with his friend and patron Christo-
pher Polhem. The most important
of these was the exploit connected
with the siege of Frederickshall in
1718, when two galleys, five large
boats, and one sloop were trans-
ported overland from Stromstadt to
the Iddefjord, a distance of fourteen
English miles, under Swedberg’s
direction.® Other works were the
construction of the great dock at
Carlscrona, and the scheme for con-

1 Documents, vol. i. p. 293.

2 Ibid., vol. i. p. 297.

3 Particulars of this undertaking are
given in Dr R. L. Tafel's Documents,
vol. i. p. 554.

B

necting the North Sea and the
Baltic by a canal; which under-
taking, however, was never com-
pleted, owing to the death of the
King, at whose private expense it
was to be executed.

The intercourse of young Swedberg
with Polhem was of a very friendly
character ; so much so that the
latter, on the recommendation of
the King, promised him his eldest
daughter in marriage. From a letter
of Swedberg’s to his brother-in-law,
Benzelius, it appears that they were
actually engaged; but in the end
she was married to another. There
was a younger sister, however, to
whom the young man became
strongly attached, and who in due
course was formally betrothed to
him. The damsel, it seems, was not
consulted, or, at any rate, the match
was arranged for her ; and it proved
that she did not really care for her
fiancé. Discovering this, the latter
renounced his claim, and vowed he
would never allow his thoughts to
settle upon any woman again ; which
He left
Polhem’s house, and for some time
ceased to communicate with any of
the family.

It was a painful atfair to both
sides, as appears from a letter of
Polhem’s to Benzelius, in which he
speaks of the interruption of his
correspondence with his protégé,
and mentions the fact that three of
his letters had been returned to him
unopened. ‘I must beg you,” he
says, ‘“ to offer him [Emanuel] my
greeting, . . . and also to ask him
to favour me with one of his welcome
letters, which are so much the more
acceptable in our house, as he has
given us sufficient cause to love him
as our own son.”’ !

The disappointed lover was evi-
dently in a state of great dejection
at this time. The light of his life
had gone out, and everything looked

1 Documents, vol. i. p. 306.
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gloomy in consequence. He writes
to  Benzelius (October  1718):
“Among all my brothers and re-
latives there is not one who has
entertained a kind feeling towards
me, except yourself; and in this I
was confirmed by a letter which my
brother wrote to my father about
my journey abroad. If I can in any
way show a due sense of gratitude,
I will always do so. Brother [in-
law] Unge does not hold his hands
away from anyone ; at least he has
estranged from me my dear father’s
and my dear mother’s affections
for the last four years; still this
will probably not be to his advan-
tage.”' 1

Even his scientific pursuits were
bringing him no satisfaction. He is
discouraged ““to find that [his]
mathematical discoveries were con-
sidered as novelties which the
country could not stand. I wish,”
he adds, “ I had some more of these
novelties, ay, a novelty in literary
matters for every day in the year,
so that the world might find pleasure
in them. There are enough in one
century who plod on in the old
beaten track, while there are scarcely
six or ten in a whole century, who
are able to generate novelties which
are based wupon argument and
reason.” 2

Among the novelties, which his
lethargic fellow - countrymen were
slow to adopt, were his plan for an
astronomical observatory, and the
foundation of a professorship of
mechanics, already mentioned; a
scheme for the extensive manufac-
ture of salt in Sweden ; a new slow-
combustion stove; a new method
of discovering mineral veins; a
decimal system of coinage and
measures, etc. ‘“ Speculations and
arts like these,” he says, ‘‘ are left
to starve in Sweden, where they are
looked upon by a set of political

1 Documents, vol. i. p. 304.
2 Ibid. vol. i. p. 294.

blockheads as scholastic matters,
which must remain in the back-
ground, while their own supposed
refined ideas and their intrigues
occupy the foreground.” t

In another letter he writes: “ It
seems to me there is little reward
for the trouble of advancing the
cause of science ; partly on account
of the lack of funds, which prevents
our going as far into it as we ought,
and partly also on account of the
jealousy which is excited against
those who busy themselves more
than other persons with a given
subject. Whenever a country leans
towards barbarism, it is vain for one
or two persons to try to keep it
upright.”” 2

In sending Benzelius his treatise
on the decimal system, he renews
his complaint of neglect and lack of
appreciation. ““ This is the last,”
he vows, ““ that I will publish myself,
because quotidiana et domestica
vilescunt, and because I have already
worked myself poor by them. I
have been singing long enough ; let
us sec whether anyone will come
forward, and hand me some bread
in return.” Despairing of recog-
nition at home he proposes to go
abroad and seek his fortune as a
mining engineer. ‘‘ For he is no-
thing short of a fool,” he exclaims,
“who is independent and at liberty
to do as he pleases, and sees an op-
portunity for himself abroad, and
yet remains at home in darkness and
cold, where the Furies, Envy, and
Pluto have taken up their abode,
and dispose the rewards, and where
labours such as I have performed
are rewarded with misery. The only
thing I would desire until that time
come, is bene lalere (i.e. to find a
sequestered place where I can live
sequestered from the world); I
think I may find such a corner in
the end, either at Starbo or at Skin-

1 Documents, vol. i. p. 309.
2 Ibid. vol. i. p. 301I.
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Lskatte] berg.” ! (At these places he
ad a partnership in mines and iron-
works, inherited from his mother’s
and stepmother’s families.)

It was not empty honours that the
young man sought ; for he and his
brothers and sisters had been en-
nobled by the Queen (Ulrica
Eleonora) some six months before
this melancholy letter was written.
This honour gave him, as the eldest
son, a seat in the House of Nobles
in the Swedish Diet; and was sig-
nalised in the usual way by a change
in the family name from Swedberg
to Swedenborg, by which name we
shall hereafter know him.

If it was honour he sought, he
might have been satisfied with the
distinguished favour shown him by
Sweden’s famous King, Charles XII.
He had frequent and intimate inter-
course with his Majesty, who con-
descended to read his ‘‘ Dadalus,”
to discuss mathematics with him, and
to accept his personal assistance in
various ways. He writes {rom
Wenersberg, 14th September 1718 :

“ Every day I had some mathe-
matical matters for His Majesty,
who deigned to be pleased with all
of them. When the eclipse took
place, I took His Majesty out to see
it, and talked much to him about it.
This, however, is a mere beginning.
I hope in time to be able to do some-
thing in this quarter for the ad-
vancement of science ; but I do not
wish to bring anything forward now,
except what is of immediate use.
His Majesty found considerable fault
with me for not having continued
my Deadalus (which ceased with the
sixth number), but I pleaded want
of means ; of which he does not like
to hear. I expect some assistance
for it very soon.”

These fond hopes were never
realised. The King was busy with
warlike enterprises, and these, too,

1 Letter to Evic Benzelius, 1st December
1710.

were brought to a sudden end by his
death at the siege of Frederickshall
on the 3oth of the following
November.

The loss of his royal patron, his
unfortunate love affair, his estrange-
ment from his family, and the in-
difference of nearly everyone to his
aims and interests, may well have
produced a melancholy state of
mind. He did not emigrate, how-
ever, as he threatened, but in the
summer of 1721 he started upon a
lengthened foreign tour, his osten-
sible object being to study the mines
and manufactures of other countries
that he might render still higher
services to his own in his appointed
office.

His original plan was to visit
Holland, England, France, Italy,
Hungary and Germany; but the
tour was chiefly confined to Holland
and the German States. He visited
all the mines in Saxony and the
Hartz mountains, and was enter-
tained in a princely manner by Duke
Ludwig Rudolph of Brunswick-Lune-
burg. who not only paid all his
expenses, but presented him on
parting with a gold medal and a large
silver coffee-pot, besides bestowing
upon him other marks of favour.

While on this tour he published
several scientific and speculative
works. At Amsterdam a treatise on
chemistry and physics,! Observations
on Iron and Fire,2 and a work on the
construction of docks and dykes;?
at Leipsic ““ Miscellaneous Observa-
tions” on geology, mineralogy, etc.t
It speaks for the backward condition
of things in Sweden that Swedenborg
found it necessary to publish most

1 Prodvomus Revum
Naturalium, etc.

2 Nova Observata ct Inventa civea Fevrum
et Ignem, etc.

3 Avtificia mova mechanica Receptacula
Navalia et Aggeros Aquaticos construends,
etc.

4 Miscellanea Res
Naturales, etc.

Principiorum

Observata  circa
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of his works abroad; partly on ac-
count of expense, partly that they
might be better printed, and partly
to escape the criticism of the Press
Censor, whose views were apt to be
narrow. When he published his
treatise on Algebra (the first in the
Swedish language) he questioned his
brother-in-law as to whether there
was anyone in Upsala who knew
enough of the subject to read his
proofs for him !

In July 1722, we find Swedenborg
at home again, full of new projects
for enhancing the material prosperity
of his native land; projects to be
met as before with scant encourage-
ment and not a little active opposi-
tion from interested parties, easy-
going conservatives, and jealous
officials. Among the latter must
be reckoned Urban Hjdrne, Vice-
President of the Board of Mines,
who had an old quarrel with Sweden-
borg’s father, and made the young
man uncomfortable at times in
consequence.

As the outcome of his studies and
observations abroad Swedenborg laid
before the Board, and also before
the King direct, proposals for in-
creasing the yield of copper from the
ore, {for improvements in the manu-
facture of steel, and to abolish the
foolish distinction made between
the “ noble ”” and ** ignoble > metals,
so as to give encouragement to the
manufacture of iron, * the interests
of copper being protected at the ex-
pense of the iron interest.” On
these, as on other such matters, he
held large and liberal views, as wit-
ness his opinion of trade secrets.
Speaking of the difficulty he some-
times had in gathering information
abroad, he writes to Benzelius :
“According to my simple notions,
there ought to be no secrets at all
in metallurgy; for without such
knowledge it is impossible for any-
one to investigate nature.” 1

1 Documents, vol. i. p. 336.

On 15th July 1724, Swedenborg,
being then thirty-six years of age,
was appointed an ordinary assessor
of the Board of Mines, with a salary
of 800 silver dalers. It was not
until 1730, however, that he received
the full salary of 1200 dalers, so that
he was but meanly paid for his great
services. From the records of the
Board he appears to have been
assiduous in his duties, and the value
of his labours was recognised on
several occasions by his colleagues.
But his official work was only a
small part of his employment; he
was constantly gathering material
for further publications, and by the
beginning of 1733 he had the manu-
script of several important scientific
and philosophical works ready for
the Press. He petitioned for nine
months leave of absence that he
might get them printed at Dresden
and Leipsic, which was granted by
Royal Decree.

The works in question were his
Opera Philosophica et Mineralia,
three heavy folio volumes with
numerous copper - plates, and a
treatise on T/e Infinife. Ananalysis
of these works would be out of place
here, even if the present writer felt
himself capable of dealing with
them ; but a brief account of them
will be found in Dr Wilkinson’s
Biographical ~ Sketch, pp. 28-34
(Edition 1886), in the same writer’s
Popular  Skeich of Swedenborg’s
Phalosophical Works (which, how-
ever, is out of print), in White’s
Life (vol. i. chapters ix. and x.), and
in Worcester’s Life and Mission.
The first part of the Opera Phil-
osophica, entitled Principia Rerum
Naturalium, etc., was translated into
English by the Rev. Augustus
Clissold, M.A., a clergyman of the
Church of England, and published
in two volumes in 1846; and the
treatise on The Infinite has also ap-
peared in an English dress. Portions
of the second part of the Opera Phil-
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osophica dealing with the manufac-
ture of iron and steel were reprinted
during Swedenborg’s life-time both
in France and Germany.

The publication of these works
won for Swedenborg a European
reputation, and brought him into
correspondence with some of the
leading scientists and philosophers
of the day. The Academy of
Sciences of St Petersburg invited
him to become a corresponding
member in 1734, and he was one of
the first elected members of the
Royal Academy of his own country.
In the course of his journeyings he
visited again his former patron, the
Duke of Brunswick, who received
him cordially, and undertook the
whole cost of publication of the
Opera Philosophica.

Swedenborg has left us a somewhat
detailed account of the journey he
undertook for the purpose of pub-
lishing these works; a matter-of-
fact document, and somewhat dull
reading, it must be confessed, but
presenting many points of interest.
It proves the truth of what Counsellor
Sandels said,! that ‘ nothing ever
escaped him that merited the at-
tention of a traveller.”

“Tt would be too prolix,” says
Swedenborg, ‘‘to mention all the
learned men I visited, and with
whom I became acquainted during
these journeys, since I never missed
an opportunity of doing so, nor of
seeing and examining libraries,
collections, and other objects of
interest.” 2

His observations extend from such
important matters as the fortifica-
tions of a town to the method of
constructing fences in Schonen.
Wherever he goes he visits the
libraries, museums, picture galleries,
churches, monasteries, asylums,
theatres, and especially manufac-

1 Sandel’s Eulogium (Documents, vol. i.

p- 20).
2 Documents, vol. ii. p. 6.

tories. He has remarks upon min-
ing ; blast furnaces ; vitriol, arsenic,
and sulphur works; naval archi-
tecture ; copper and tin manufac-
tures; paper mills; plate glass and
mirrors ; as well as upon anatomy,
astronomy, magnetism, hydrostatics,
literature, and the social condition
of the people among whom he finds
himself. Some of his observations
are worth quoting.

“ At Anclam,” he says, “I saw
for the first time the Brandenburg
soldiers [Frederick the Great's fam-
ous Grenadiers]. . . . The men are
tall and slender, and they march
erectly. . . . They go through their
drill with the greatest promptness
and regularity ; but their manner is
perhaps a little theatrical. Their
line is remarkably regular, the men
being of the same height and age;
the faces of all turn in one direction.
. . . The whole squadron is like a
machine placed there, and moving
instantaneously at the pleasure of
the machinist. Not even the slight-
est inaccuracy can be detected. If
they displayed the same uniformity
in battle as in drill, they would con-
quer Alexander’s army, and subject
a great part of Europe to Prussia,
but——-"

What lay behind this “ but ” we
cannot guess; we gather, however,
from some of his observations that
Swedenborg did not altogether be-
lieve in the Brandenburgers. In
describing their dress, he remarks
on its closely fitting to their legs
and arms, so as not to embarrassthem,
in attack or ¢n flight. We must
remember that he was a Swede, and
had known Charles XII.

His acquaintance with this
monarch taught him how culture
and science languish under a military
régime. The condition of the Royal
Library in Berlin, therefore, could
have given him little surprise. The
books, he says, were ‘“ mostly old ;
not many are purchased at the



22 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG

present time, no money being ob-
tainable for this purpose.” He re-
marks that most of the books are
old in the Ambrosian Library at
Milan, the Vatican, and the Library
of San Lorenzo, Florence, also, but
without the same explanation. He
was essentially a modern man, whose
nature was to look forward rather
than backward, and so he took little
interest in things from an anti-
quarian point of view. He was
inspired by the new-born love of
science and free thought, and was
eager to study their latest develop-
ments. Hence he cared little for
missals and breviaries, rare editions
and “ black letters ”’ ; the Ambrosian
Library, he said, ““is of little value,
as it contains only old books.” He
made one exception, however, in
favour of Biblical codices, which he
examined with interest.

In matters of religion he was
particularly ~ observant,  visiting
churches, both Catholic and Pro-
testant, orthodox and unorthodox ;
conversing with priests, monks and
laymen ; and regarding with charit-
able, though critical eyes, all develop-
ments of the religious instinct. He
frequently remarks on the impres-
siveness of the Roman ritual, at the
same time noting its sensuous
character. Swedenborg'’s father had
been accused of pietism ; he himself
was fully alive to the evils of forced
religious sentiment. ‘‘The town”
(of Copenhagen), he remarks, ‘is
infected with pietism or quakerism ;
and they are crazed enough to believe
that it is well pleasing to God to do
away with oneself and others; of
which many instances are on re-
cord.”

In many ways Swedenborg showed
a broader and more open mind than
his father. The latter looked with
little favour on the stage, and com-
plained to the King on one occasion
that money was being paid to actors
and actresses, which might have

been devoted to the restoration of
his ruined cathedral. Swedenborg,
on the other hand, continually
visited the theatres and opera-houses,
and criticised the performances there.
He even descends to such details as
to tell us that the best harlequins
come from Bergamo. Still he was
in no sense a man of pleasure;
wherever he went he had humanity
in view, and, in a sense, the theatre
was as sacred to him as the church.

It must be admitted that our hero
was not a connoisseur of art. His
remarks on painting and sculpture
show an astonishing ignorance of
the greatest men, and a want of
appreciation of what is admirable in
art. This ignorance he shared with
most of his contemporaries ; or, in-
deed, derived from them, for his
judgment was chiefly formed by
reading, and the taste of the time
was false in the extreme.

He was a man of his time, also,
in that he showed little appreciation
of natural scenery. He tells us of
the hidden wealth of the mountains,
but not of their outward glory and
majesty ; he describes his journeys
by sea and river, but never a word
of the dancing waves and changing
light that give endless variety to the
one, or the windings that bring ever
new beauties to view on the other ;
he notes the careful construction of
the fences, but sees not the flowers
of the field that they enclose; he
is struck by ‘“an extraordinarily
fine illumination ” at Leghorn, but
disregards the rising and the setting
of the sun. His thoughts were en-
gaged with the nature and origin of
things rather than their appear-
ances; he was full of awe and
reverence for the wonders of creation,
but his asthetic faculty was dormant
or untrained. He was at this period
essentially a man of science and
practical  affairs;  though new
faculties were rapidly developing
within him.
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CHAPTER 1V
POET AND PHILOSOPHER

SWEDENBORG, as I have already
mentioned, wrote some verse in his
youth, dealing both with mythologi-
cal and modern subjects, which was
not wanting in merit; but it is not
on account of this that I have
ventured to designate him a poet.
It was not the myths of ancient
times, nor the deeds of living men,
that roused the poetic faculty in
him; but an awed contemplation of
the cosmos, and profound investiga-
tion into the secrets of nature in all
departments of knowledge. Moved
by these things, he ventured into the
regions of speculation, and rose at
times, both in the sublimity of his
ideas and the felicity of the language
in which he expressed them, into the
proper domain of poetry, though he
wrote no longer in verse.

To this middle period of his life
belong three works, the FEconomy of
the Anmimal Kingdom, The Animal
Kingdom, and The Worship and
Love of God. Before -considering
their contents, we will follow him
in the journeys he undertook to
gather material and to publish these
works, of which journeys we for-
tunately possess some brief but most
interesting records.!

On the 10th of July 1736, he left
Stockholm, travelling by way of
Norképing and Helsingborg to
Copenhagen, where he spent some
time, and met many learned and
otherwise noted persons, some of
whom were acquainted with his
previous works and gratified him by
speaking favourably of them. There,
and elsewhere, he visited many
places of interest, such as the great
dry dock then in process of con-
struction at Copenhagen, porcelain
works at Hamburg, etc. etc. Al-

1 See Documents, vol. ii. p. 75 et seq.

though he was preparing for flights
into the highest regions of human
thought, he maintained his old
interest in the practical affairs of
life, as he did, indeed, to the very
end.

An important note announces that
he has commenced the study of
Christian von Wolf's Philosophical
works ; and he remarks with evident
satisfaction that the author seems
to make reference to himself in one
of them. He had made the ac-
quaintance of Wolf shortly before
this, and the two philosophers cor-
responded from time to time.

We get a curious bit of informa-
tion concerning Osnabriick, a town
which  contained three Roman
Catholic and two  Evangelical
churches, to the effect that *‘ they
have alternately a Catholic and an
Evangelical bishop ' : an extra-
ordinary and impossible arrange-
ment, it would seem.

At Amsterdam he is struck by the
avarice of the people—* the whole
town breathed of nothing but gain ™ ;
and he speculates as to the cause of
the wonderful prosperity  of the
Dutch. “1 here considered,” he
says, “ why it was that it has pleased
our Lord to bless such an uncouth
and avaricious people with such a
splendid country ; why He has pre-
served them for such a long time
from all misfortunes; has caused
them to surpass all other nations in
commerce and enterprise : and made
their country a place whither most
of the riches not only of Europe,
but also of other places flow. The
principal cause seems to me to have
been that it is a republic, wherein
the Lord delights more than in
monarchical countries; as appears
also from Rome. The result is that
no one deems himself obliged and
in duty bound to accord honour and
veneration to any human being, but
considers the low as well as the high
to be of the same worth and conse-
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quence as a king and emperor ; as
is also shown by the native bent and
disposition of everyone in Holland.
The only one for whom they entertain
a feeling of veneration is the Lord,
putting no trust in flesh : and when
the Highest is revered most, and no
human being is in His place, it is
most pleasing to the Lord. Besides,
each enjoys his own free will, and
from this his worship of God flows ;
for each is, as it were, his own king
and ruler under the government of
the Highest ; and from this it follows
again that they do not, out of fear,
timidity, and excess of caution, lose

their courage and their independent -

rational thought, but in full freedom
and without being borne down, they
are able to fix their souls upon, and
elevate them to, the honour of the
Highest, who is unwilling to share
His worship with any other. At all
events, those minds that are borne
down by a sovereign power are
brought up in flattery and falsity ;
they learn how to speak and act
differently from what they think;
and when this condition has become
inrooted by habit, it engenders a
sort of second nature, so that even
in the worship of God such persons
speak diffe- ntly from what they
think, and extend their flattering
wavs to the Lord Himself, which
must be highly displeasing to Him.
This seems to me the reason why
they above other nations enjoy a
perfect blessing ; their worshipping
mammon for their God, and striving
only after money, does not seem to
be consistent with a constant bless-
ing ; still there may be ten among a
thousand or among ten thousand,
who ward off punishment from the
others, and cause them to be parti-
cipants with themselves of temporal
blessings.”’

Remarkable sentiments these for
one who had enjoved the confidence
of several monarchs, and to whom
““ Their Majesties at Carlsberg ”’ had

been ‘‘ very gracious’ only a few
weeks before, on his taking leave of
them to proceed on this same
journey; whose father, moreover,
had been a staunch upholder of the
““divine right” : but Swedenborg
always formed his own judgments,
and did not fear to express them.

From Amsterdam our traveller
went to Rotterdam, Dort and Ant-
werp; thence by * treckschuyt”
(canal boat) to Brussels, a portion of
the journey which roused him to
unwonted enthusiasm. “It was a
splendid and most beautiful trip.
During the whole journey we had
plantations of trees on both sides ;
people also were more civilised, so
that in contrast with their politeness
the boorishness and heaviness of the
Dutch became very evident.” It
was doubtless pleasant travelling,
the *“ treckschuyt ”” being a capacious
vessel, ‘“ forty ells long, and six ells
wide, with five rooms, 7.e., cabin,
kitchen, and other apartments,”
while “ on the forward deck was an
awning, under which people could
sit.”

Among his fellow-passengers were
two monks, one of whom “ stood on
deck for four hours in one position,
and during the whole of this time
said his prayers devoutly.” Sweden-
borg viewed this, as it would seem
to most, excessive piety with his
accustomed charity. He presumed
that the prayers were for those
travelling in the boat, and re-
marked : ‘“ Such prayers must cer-
tainly be agreeable to God, so far as
they proceed from an honest and
pure heart, and are offered with
genuine devotion, and not in the
spirit of the Pharisees.”

While he was prepared to find
good in everyone and in every
church, he did not shut his eyes to
ugly facts that came under his
notice. He speaks approvingly on
several occasions of the spirit of
devotion apparent in the Roman
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Catholic churches; but he cannot
help observing the contrast between
the wealth of the Church and the
wretchedness of the people. *“ Every-
where,” he says (he 1s in France
now), ‘‘ the convents, churches, and
monks are wealthiest and possess
most land. The monks are fat,
puffed up, and prosperous ; a whole
proud army might be formed of
them without their being missed ;
most of them lead a lazy life; they
try more and more to make all
subject to them ; they give nothing
to the poor except words and
blessings, and, on the other hand,
insist on having everything from the
indigent for nothing. Of what use
are these Franciscan monks ? Others
again are slim, lean, supple; they
prefer walking to riding on horse-
back or in a carriage; they are
willing that others should enjoy
themselves with them, are witty and
quick at repartee, etc.” Peronne,
he tells us, ‘ has many large and
handsome churches,” but “ the
houses are miserable ; the convents
magnificent ; the people poor and
wretched.” Roye, also, “ is a miser-
able town.”

Later in his journal he explains
the cause of the general poverty and
gives some statistics of the ecclesi-
astical bodies. ‘1 understood,” he
said, ‘‘ that the great revenue of
France obtained by the system of
taxation called tithing, amounts to
32 millions [livres], or nearly 192
tons of gold, and that Paris on ac-
count of its rents contributes nearly
two-thirds of that sum. In the
country towns this tax, it is said,
is not properly collected, as the
rents are reported at a lower figure
than they amount to in reality, so
that scarcely three per cent. is
collected. I am told besides that
the ecclesiastical order possesses one-
fifth of all the property in the State,
and that the country will be ruined,
if this goes on much longer.”

“In France there are 14,777 con-
vents and from 300,000 to 400,000
members of religious orders, who
possess goo0 palaces or mansions ;
1356 abbots, 567 abbesses, 13,000
prioresses, 15,000 chaplains, 140,000
pastors and curates, 18 archbishops,
and 112 bishops. 776 abbots and 280
abbesses are appointed by the king.
There are also 16 heads of orders.”

With all this apparatus, religion
does not appear to have had much
influence in public or private affairs.
In enumerating the various depart-
ments of the State, he tells us that
“The Comte de Maurepas, Secretary
of State, transacts almost everything
that concerns the affairs of the in-
terior and the exterior, except what
has reference to war; the Comte de
Florintin that which concerns re-
ligion, which is wvery little.” Of the
kind of theology in vogue we get an
idea from an entry in his journal
dated 17th October 1736. 1 was
in the Sorbonne, and heard their
disputations in theology, which were
carried on pretty well . . . ; the
whole discussion consisted of syl-
logisms.” He visited many churches
and monasteries ; heard the king's
chaplain preach, who “ gesticulated
like an actor; yet he preached in a
very superior style'' ; discussed the
adoration of saints with an abbé ;
visited the hospitals; attended the
opening of Parliament; and lost
no opportunity of studying the life
and religion of the people. He was
frequently at the opera and theatres,
comments upon the pieces, and
mentions the distinguished actors,
and actresses who took part in them.

In the midst of all this his mind
was deeply occupied with his new
works. Pacing in front of the Hotel
de la Duchesse, he speculates on the
form of the particles of the at-
mosphere. On 6th September, he
writes: “I made the first draft to
the introduction to the Transactions,
viz., that the soul of wisdom is the
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knowledge and acknowledgment of
the Supreme Being.”” The next day
“T treated on the subject that ‘ now
is the time to explore nature from its
effects.’”” He is referring to the
passage in the Economy of the Animal
Kingdom, in which, after speaking
of the wonderful accumulation of
scientific knowledge in modern times
that was waiting for some sound
theory to unify and interpret it, he
exclaims : ‘“The time is at hand
when we may quit the harbour and
sail for the open sea. The materials
are ready; shall we not build the
edifice ? The harvest is waiting ;
shall we not put in the sickle ? The
produce of the garden is rife and
shall we fail to collect it for

ripe ;
use ? Let us enjoy the provided
banquet ; that is to say, from the

experience with which we are en-
riched, let us elicit wisdom. . . .
But to branch out into this field is
like embarking on a shoreless ocean
that environs the world. It is easy
to quit the land, or to loose the horses
from the starting-post ; but to attain
the end or reach the goal is a labour
for Hercules. Nevertheless we are
bound to attempt the abyss, though
as yet we must needs proceed like
young birds that, with the feeble
strokes of their new-ﬂedged wings,
first essay their strength, and from
their nests try the air, the new world
into which they are to enter.”

The goal towards which our author
thus buoyantly, and somewhat self-
confidently, directed his steps, was
nothing less than the discovery of
the soul. T intend,” he says, “ to
examine, physically and philosophi-
cally, the whole anatomy of the
body. . The end I propose to
myself in ‘the work is a knowledge
of the soul; since this knowledge
will constitute the crown of my
studies. . . . In order therefore to
follow up the investigation, and to
solve the difficulty, I have chosen
to approach by the analytic way;

and I think I am the first who has
taken this course professedly.

“To accomplish this grand end I
enter the circus, designing to con-
sider and examine thoroughly the
whole world or microcosm which the
soul inhabits; for I think it is in
vain to seek her anywhere but in her
own kingdom. . . .

“I am resolved to allow myself
no respite, until I have run through
the whole field to the very goal, or
until I have traversed the universal
animal kingdom to the soul. Thus
I hope, that by bending my course
inwards continually, I shall open all
the doors that lead to her, and at
length contemplate the soul herself :
by the divine permission.”

To attain the necessary knowledge
of human anatomy was the principal
object of his long sojourn abroad at
this time. In Holland, France and
{taly he pursued his studies, reading
up the best authorities in libraries,
attending lectures and demonstra-
tions, and using, to some extent, the
scalpel himself. He preferred in
general, however, to accept the
teaching of the great anatomists as
to the facts, and to base his theories
on their conclusions, for reasons ex-
plained in the following extract :—

“In the experimental knowledge
of anatomy our way has been pointed
out by men of the greatest and most
cultivated talents, such as Eus-
tachius, Malpighi, Ruysch, Leeuwen-
hock, Harvey, Morgagni, Vieussens,
Lancisi, Winslow, Ridley, Boerhaave,
Wepfer, Heister, Steno, Valsalva,
Duverney, Nuck, Bartholin, Bidloo,
and Verheyen, whose discoveries, far
from consisting of fallacious, vague
and empty speculations, will for ever
continue to be of practical use to
posterity.

“ Assisted by the studies and
elaborate writings of these illustrious
men, and fortified by their authority,
I have resolved to commence and
complete my design ; that is to say,
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to open some part of those things,
which it is generally supposed Nature
has tnvolved tn obscurity. Here and
there I have taken the liberty of
throwing in the results of my own
experience ; but this only sparingly,
for on deeply considering the matter,
I deemed it better to make use of
the facts supplied by others. Indeed
there are some that seem born for
experimental observation, and en-
dowed with a sharper insight than
others, as if they possessed naturally
a finer acumen; such are Eus-
tachius, Ruysch, Leeuwenhock, Lan-
cisi, etc. There are others again
who enjoy a natural faculty for con-
templating facts already discovered,
and eliciting their causes. Both are
peculiar gifts and are seldom united
in the same person. Besides I found
when intently occupied in exploring
the secrets of the Human Body, that
as soon as I discovered anything that
had not been observed before, I
began (seduced probably by self-
love) to grow blind to the most acute
lucubrations and researches of others,
and to originate a whole series of
inductive arguments from my parti-
cular discovery alone; and conse-
quently to be incapacitated to view
and comprehend, as accurately as the
subject required, the idea of univer-
sals in individuals, and of individuals
under universals. Nay, when I es-
sayed to form principles from these
discoveries, I thought I could detect
in various other phenomena much to
confirm their truth, although in
reality they were fairly susceptible
of no construction of the kind. 1
therefore laid aside my instruments
and restraining my desire for making
observations, determined rather to
rely on the researches of others than
to trust to my own.”’ !

With this digression we turn again
to the journal of Swedenborg’s
travels. He left Paris at three

1 E"conomy of Animal Kingdom, Intro-
duction, Nos. 17 and 18.

o’clock on a March morning of 1738,
and travelled by diligence and
“ treckschuyt 7 (diligence par eau),
to Lyons, attentively observing
everything on the road. Ten days
later he started for Turin by way of
Mont Cenis, an arduous journey in
those days, and at that season of the
year. ‘“We had to undergo great
fatigue,” he writes, ““ and our lives
were endangered by the snow which
had fallen the previous night, which
was so deep that our mules had fairly
to swim in it, and we were obliged
to dismount. It was fortunate that
our party consisted of twelve persons
besides six monks of the Carmelite
order, and that we had an attendance
of from fifty to sixty porters who
paved a way for us.” There was no
Mont Cenis tunnel then !

He encountered other dangers
during his Italian tour. On the
journey from Turin to Milan he was
abandoned by his veffurino, and com-
pelled to travel in the sole company
of another who was something of a
desperado. He flourished a stiletto
from time to time in a threatening
manner, and would probably have
used it had he thought Swedenborg
worth robbing. On a sea journey
from Leghorn to Genoa, he was again
in danger from Algerian pirates.

He was in Turin at Easter (1738)
and witnessed the Maundy Thurs-
day and Good TFriday processions.
On the former day, he says: “I
saw their magnificent processions,
of which I counted nine ; altogether
there were from twenty to thirty.
They had a great number of large
wax tapers ; six flogged themselves
so that the blood streamed from their
bodies ; others bore a cross of con-
siderable weight ; others had their
arms stretched out; others, again,
bore the insignia of crucifixion ;
lastly, a machine furnished with a
large number of candles was carried,
on which Christ was represented life-
size in various positions, together
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with Mary. . . . On Good Friday
evening they have another great
procession, with a machine, on which
are Christ lying in a shroud, the head
of John the Baptist, and Mary with
a sword through her heart.”

Swedenborg met with plenty of
such outward signs of the Christian
profession, but Christian morality
was not so apparent among the
people. In Milan he wvisited the
Ospedate Maggiore, *“ one of the finest
and largest in existence.” ‘ The
service in the hospital,” he tells us,
““is performed entirely by bastards ;
for foundlings in great numbers are
received in a drawer. . . . There are
special halls for the wounded, for
there is a great number of them, on
account of the many (attempted)
assassinations.” e speaks highly
of the general arrangements of the
place.

He also wvisited the principal
monasteries. ““ One which belongs
to the order of Ambrosio, is splen-
didly decorated with paintings ; one
of these in the hall upstairs may be
called a real chef-d’ccurvre ; if you are
twelve or fifteen steps removed from
it, it is impossible to think otherwise
thanthat it stands out from the wall.”
(Swedenborg shared the common idea
of persons of uneducated taste, that
realism is the highest achievement
ofart). ¢ Inthe garden a fig-tree was
pointed out, where, it is said, Augus-
tine was converted 1400 years ago.
Each of the fathers has his domestic
and valet de chambre ; for they all
belong to the aristocracy.”

At the “large convent for young
ladies,” he tells us. “I conversed in
the parlour with two nuns: I saw
their procession and bought their
flowers [kindly man!]; a young
person was also led into the parlour.”

On leaving Milan, he joined com-
pany with five Carmelite monks who
were about to visit Venice on their
way to Rome. They can hardly
have entered into all his proceedings,

for at Verona, as at other places, he
visited the opera. He is enthusiastic
in his description of what he saw.
“ A new theatre,” he says, ‘ has been
built with a hundred and forty
boxes. In respect to the shifting of
scenes in the theatre, with their
decorations, which all represent
beautiful palaces and other fine
prospects, also in respect to the
singing and dancing, they surpass
the French opera to such a degree,
that it seems to be mere child's play
in comparison with them.”

Throughout this tour we have
evidence that in matters of art and
taste Swedenborg was not so sound
and independent in judgment as in
other matters ; he was imbued with
the artificial ideas of his age, and
when he ventured an opinion of his
own, he generally betrayed his ig-
norance of the first principles of Art.
Of the public buildings he seems to
prefer the modern to the ancient,
and speaks more of the precious
materials of the latter than of the
art displayed in their construction.
Thus, at Pisa, he tells us: ‘“Much
marble is displayed in chapels,
churches, and also in some private
houses. Their cathedral is entirely
of marble on the outside ; in the in-
terior are many handsome pictures,
sculptures, and ornaments’ ; the
cathedral of Florence he describes as
having ““ a dome which is of marble
on the outside and cost eighteen
millions [of francs].” “ Close by,”
he says, “is the Church of S.
Giovanni Battista, where are sculp-
tures in marble, and statues in
bronze.”

He brought to architecture the
eye of the geologist rather than that
of the connoisseur. At Padua, he
remarks, ‘“the town hall and the
other public buildings are old-
fashioned ”” ; while of the churches
at Vicenza, we learn that the ‘“ more
recent "’ churches are especially cele-
brated for their architecture. His
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favourite sculptor seems to have
been Bernini, and he is apparently
oblivious of the very greatest men.
He admires the frescoes in the
church of Santa Croce in Florence,
because they are “so lifelike, that
they seem to be in relief.”

We note again his apparent insensi-
bility to the grandeur and beauty of
natural scenery. On his journey
from Florence to Leghorn, he ob-
serves that ‘the road was fine,
but there were mountains on both
sides” (). And yet this man was
not without imagination as the works
he wrote at this period evince; his
imagination, however, was fed by
his knowledge of natural science and
of classical literature, rather than by
outward impressions from the
beauties of creation,

If “ the proper study of mankind
is man,” Swedenborg certainly ful-
filled his duty in this respect. \While
he was busy investigating the in-
ternal economy of the human frame,
he was observing with equal dili-
gence the life of the body politic,
and we have many notes on social,
political and religious affairs. At
Florence he ‘‘ witnessed the conse-
cration of seven nuns; theyv were in
white from top to toe. The arch-
bishop performed the ceremony, and
changed his head-covering five
times; he addressed questions to
them, and they answered him in
musical cadence; he lay down on
the floor under a black cover for a
long time ; afterwards they received
rings, as well as crowns and other
things, partook of the sacrament,
and then went out in procession with
crowns on their heads. Many ladies
in bridal array were present, and

fine music was played.” Two days
later (gth September 1738), he
writes : ‘I witnessed for the third

time, in a convent, the consecration
of nuns; the ceremonies differed.”
He tells us of a remarkable monastery
in Rome; ‘its Fathers are called

Hierosolymi ; twelve of them are
confined during the whole year;
they obtain their food through a
trap door ; one day in the year they
come out: the others meanwhile
drive about in carriages.”

He describes relics and other
treasures in the churches in a matter-
of-fact way, without raising any
question of their authenticity or
value as aids to devotion. Thus, in
the Church of S. Giovanni in
Laterano, he tells us : *‘ Many relics
are near the altar: the heads of
Peter and Paul, under a rich taber-
nacle or shrine; a famous column
of metal filled with stones from the
sepulchre of Christ.””  In Rome, also,
he “ saw the prison of St Peter and
St Paul; the door through which
the {former is said to have been led
out by an angel; the stone pillar
to which he was bound ; the spring
which issued close to it ; the opening
through which he obtained his {ood,
etc.””  Swedenborg had special op-
portunitics for secing what was to
be seen in Rome, through the in-
fluence of his countryman, Count
Nils Bjelke. Chamberlain to the
Pope, and a Senator of Rome. When,
in later life, he wrote much about the
Roman Catholic Church, he did not
depend on mere hearsay:.

It was not only ecclesiastical
matters that interested him, how-
ever. At IlLeghorn he wvisited the
galleys, and in Venice joined the
expedition which accompanied the
Doge when he performed the annual
ceremony of ““ wedding the Adriatic.”

The diary of this journey ends
abruptly on the 17th of March 1739,
but from other sources we learn that
Swedenborg returned to Paris about
the middle of May. Of his doings
from that date until 3rd November
1740, when he reported himself again
at the Board of Mines, we know very
little, except that in the interval he
published his Economia Regni Amni-
male at Amsterdam.
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In the early part of 1743, Sweden-
borg again applied to the King for
leave of absence to go abroad to
publish a new work. His application
was ‘‘ graciously entertained,” but a
point of order required that it should
first be submitted to the Board of
Mines. Accordingly on the 17th of
June he addressed a letter to the
governing body, which is important
to us for several reasons.! It shows
that at this period he had no idea of
his future mission, no intention of
devoting himself to theology, and
that the allurements of worldly
honour were still before him. “I
can assure you,” he writes, ““ that I
should a thousand times prefer to
stay at home in my native country,
where it would be a pleasure to me
to serve on so illustrious a Board,
and to contribute my own small
share to the public good; at the
same time to watch opportunities
for improving my condition, and
attend to the little property I have
acquired, and thus live at home and
have pleasant times, which, as long
as my health and means with God’s
help continue, nothing would dis-
turb—than to travel abroad, ex-
posing myself, at my own by no
means inconsiderable expense, to
danger and vexation, especially in
these unquiet times, and undergoing
severe brain work and other hard
labour with the probability of meet-
ing in the end with more unfavour-
able than favourable judgments.
But notwithstanding all this, I am
influenced interiorly by the desire
and longing to produce during my
lifetime something real, which may
be of use in the general scientific
world and also to posterity, and in
this way to be useful to and even to
please my native country; and, if
my wishes are realised, to obtain
honour for it. . .. It is my own chief
desire to bring this work to a close,

1 The letter is printed in full in Dr R. L.
Tafel’s Documents, vol. i. pp. 458 and 459.

and to return to my country, to my
office, and to my property, where I
shall, in tranquillity and ease, con-
tinue my larger work, the Regnum
Minerale, and thus be of actual use
to the public at large in those matters
which properly belong to the Royal
Board.”

Swedenborg started on his new
journey in July 1743 ; his itinerary,
however, does not extend beyond
the zoth August, and contains little
of special interest. He met many
persons of note, and at Hamburg
was presented to Prihce Augustus
and Prince Adolphus Frederic, the
recently elected Crown Prince of
Sweden. The latter was pleased to
look at the MS. of Swedenborg’s new
book, and reviews of his former one.
At the various places our author
visited, he inspected the churches,
fortifications, water works, public
buildings, etc., as was his wont.

The new work, the Regnum Amni-
male—at least Parts I. and II. of it—
was published at the Hague in 1744.
We must reserve more particular
notice of it, and of the other two
works mentioned above, for the
next chapter.

CHAPTER V
LATER PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS

SWEDENBORG’S anatomical studies
began in early life. In 1719 he sub-
mitted a dissertation in Swedish on
“The anatomy of our wmost subtle
nature, showing that our moving and
living force consists of tremulations ”
to the Royal Medical College. In
the preparation of this treatise (the
manuscript of which is still preserved
in the Cathedral libraryof Link&ping),
he says: “ I made myself thoroughly

1 A third part was published in London
in 1745; and an immense amount of
matter was prepared for further portions,
but left unpublished.
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acquainted with the anatomy of the
nerves and membranes’’ ; and he
claims to have * proved the harmony
which exists between it and the
interesting geometry of tremula-
tions.” ! He returned to his studies
of the structure of the human body
again and again, and between the
years 1734 and 1744 accumulated
an immense amount of material for
his philosophical treatises.

His object, as I have said, was to
search into the causes of things,—
to discover, if possible, where the
living force resides that regulates
the economy of the animal kingdom ;
for the animal kingdom of Sweden-
borg was the kingdom presided over
by the human soul, that wonderful
organism that responds to every
command and suggestion of the in-
dwelling spirit. Where this living
essence resides, and what 1is its
nature, were the objects of his ardent
quest.

“1 am strongly persuaded,” he
says, ‘‘ that the essence and nature
of the soul, its influx into the body,
and the reciprocal action of the
body, can never come to demon-
stration unless with these doctrines
[he is referring to some suggestion
of Locke’s] is combined a knowledge
of Anatomy, Pathology, and Psy-
chology, yea even of Physics, and
especially of the Auras of the World ;
and that unless our labours mount
from experience, we shall in every
new age have to build new systems,
which in their turn will tumble to
the ground, without the possibility
of being rebuilt.

“ This, and no other, is the reason
that, with diligent study and intense
application, I have investigated the
anatomy of the body in all its parts.
In doing this, I may perhaps have
gone beyond the ordinary limits of
inquiry, so that but few of my
readers may be able distinctly to

! Letter to Benzelius, Documents, vol. i.
p. 310.

understand me. Thus far however
I have felt bound to venture, for I
have resolved, cost what it may, to
trace out the nature of the human
soul.”” !

A word as to Swedenborg's philo-
sophic method. Dr J. ]. Garth
Wilkinson in his introduction to the
Economy calls Swedenborg the
‘“ Synthesis of Aristotle and Bacon.”
“In him,” he says, ‘“are realised
the ascending method of Bacon and
the descending one of Aristotle, and
being connected at either end, they
form a legitimate and widening
spiral, revolving from the senses to
the mind and from the mind to the
senses.’”  In a paper read before the
Swedish Academy of Sciences, on
14th December 1740, Swedenborg
explains and defends his mecthod.
He writes :

“There are two ways by which
to trace out those things in nature
which lie either open before us, or
are hidden from our eyes-—viz. the
a priort which is also called the
synthetical method, and the a pos-
teriori, or the analytical method.
Both are necessary in reflecting upon
and tracing out one and the same
thing : for in order to do so there is
required both light « priori, and ex-
perience a posteriori. Now, while
the learned among the ancients
followed the former light as remotely
and profoundly as they possibly
could, those at a later period were
induced not to accept anvthing as
witness, unless it was confirmed by
experience. Hence also some of the
learned at the present day seem to
have agreed to let thought rest, and
to make experiments which would
appeal to the senses; yet they did
so with the hope and intent that some
day experience would be connected
with theory : for experience deprived
of aninsight into the nature of things
is knowledge without learning, and

1 Economy of the Animal

Kingdom,
Part II. Nos. 213, 214.
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a foundation without a building to
rest upon it. The observations of
the outward senses merely furnish
data and give information about
things which the understanding ought
to investigate, and concerning which
it ought to form its judgments;
such also is the distinctive quality
of a rational being whose superiority
over brute animals consists in being
able to exercise its understanding in
matters acquired by experience.

“ For the purpose of reaching this
noble end, the learned scientific men
of these later times have collected
and accumulated such an abundant
and invaluable treasure of experi-
ments and facts, that we seem likely
to be able soon to advance a step
beyond, and to trace out the secret
properties of nature ex posteriori, or
by the analytical method, and thus
to meet our learned forefathers who
reached the same goal a priori, and
with their help to climb up a higher
Parnassus than they were able to do
in their times.” !

Swedenborg’s method ‘ evidently
is the inductive and synthetic method
combined. Commencing by obser-
vation, his mind seized upon certain
high philosophical axioms; and
from them reasoned downwards to
the nature and uses of particular
objects. Perhaps it is the only
attempt the world has seen (with
the exception of the unsuccessful
efforts of Comte) at rising upwards
to purely philosophical ideas from
positive and concrete facts.” 2

“Swedenborg’s mind,” says White,
‘“ was essentially constructive ; when-
ever it was plunged in a solution of
facts crystallisation at once ensued ;
by nature he was an architect and
no brickmaker. His commentaries
on the facts of the anatomists mani-

1 Documents, vol. i. pp. 568, 569.

? Historical and Critical View of Specu-
lative Philosophy of Euvope in the Nine-
teenth Century, by J. D. Morell, vol. i.
P. 320.

fest in every way the creative spirit
which transforms the inorganic to
the organic.” !

By such means, then, our author
entered upon his momentous quest.
He was conscious that he would
have few to follow him, as appears
from the words of Seneca which he
prefixed as a motto to the Economy.
Being interpreted, they run: “ He
is born to serve but few, who thinks
of the people of his own age. Many
thousands of years, many generations
of men are yet to come: look to
these, though for some cause silence
has been imposed on all of your own
day ; there will come those who may
judge without offence and without
favour.”

Swedenborg was not indifferent to
the appreciation of his contem-
poraries, but few have allowed the
praise of men to influence them so
little. ““ Of what consequence,” he
asks, “is it to me that I should
persuade anyone to embrace my
opinions ? Let his own reason per-
suade him. I do not undertake this
work for the sake of honour or
emolument,—both of which I shun
rather than seek, because they dis-
quiet the mind, and because I am
content with my lot,—but for the
sake of truth, which alone is im-
mortal.”” 2

The Economy of the Animal King-
dom consisted of two parts, the first
of which was published in 1740, and
the second in the following year.
Part I. deals with the composition
and circulation of the blood, and
with fcetal life. It contains also a
division setting forth the elements
of a system of ‘ Rational Psy-
chology,” in which we have an ex-
position of the doctrine of series and
degrees, which, in a modified form,
plays such an important part in
Swedenborg’s later spiritual phil-

1Vol. i. p. 126.

2 The Economy of the Animal Kingdom,
Part 1I. No. 218.



LATER PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS 33

osophy. Part II. treats, in three
chapters, of (1) the motion of the
brain, (2) its cortical substance, and
(3) the human soul. Dr Spurgin, a
former president of the Royal College
of Physicians, declared the Ilast
chapter to be ‘“a production un-
paralleled for excellence in the whole
compass of human philosophy ”;
and S. T. Coleridge spoke in terms
of the highest praise of some parts
of the work. It was undoubtedly a
profound and suggestive treatise,
but it failed in its ultimate aim. Its
author looked to find the soul in the
inmost recesses and subtlest essences
of the body; but, not being there,
it was not to be found, and he had
to confess his failure.

““ Nothing,” he wrote, ““is farther
removed from the human under-
standing than what at the same
time is really present to it; and
that nothing is more present to it
than what is universal, prior, and
superior ; since this enters into
every particular, and into everything
posterior and inferior.  What is
more omnipresent than the Deity,—
in Him we live and move and have
our being,—and yet what is more re-
mote from the sphere of the under-
standing 7’ So with the human
soul ; its presence in the body is
manifest : but it cannot be found
by searching in matter, any more
than God can.

Our ardent philosopher was not
dismayed, nevertheless. He was dis-
satisfied with his present work, but
he would search yet more deeply.
He continued to study and write in
preparation for a still more important
work, the original plan of which em-
braced seventeen parts, dealing, more
or less, with the anatomy of the
whole body, and putting forth many
philosophical suggestions. He pub-
lished two parts at the Hague in
1744, and a third in London the
following year. The work was never
completed for reasons that will

C

presently appear, though a great
mass of valuable manuscript was
prepared for further parts, some of
which have been translated and pub-
lished in England in recent years.
In the prologue he says: “ Not
very long since I published Ti/e
Economy of the Amnimal Kingdom,
. . . and before traversing the whole
field in detail, I made a rapid passage
to the soul and put forth an essay
respecting it. But on considering
the matter more deeply, I found that
I had directed my course thither
both too hastily and too fast,—after
having explored the blood only and
its peculiar organs. I took the step
impelled by an ardent desire for
knowledge.” The Animal Kingdom,
then, was to remedy the defects and
supply the deficiencies of the
Economy. What was Swedenborg's
object in writing these works > He
was anything but a barren specu-
lator, as we have seen.—he aimed at
practical ends in all his labours.
What, then, did he desire to accom-
plish by these high philosophical
studies 7 Secure in his own faith
in God and spiritual things, he was
appalled at the prevalent material-
ism of his time. There were many
then, as now, who tried to persuade
themselves that God was an abstrac-
tion, and the soul a theological as-
sumption. The existence of God he
never allowed himself to question,
but in regard to the soul, he hoped
to demonstrate that the brain, in-
stead of secreting thought as the
liver secretes bile, was the temple of
the indwelling spirit; which, how-
ever, he half believed was in some
way a sublimated form of matter.
To those who deprecated such
peering into spiritual mysteries, who
held that ‘““all those things which
transcend our present state are
matters for faith and not for in-
tellect,” he replied : ‘I grant this;
nor would I persuade anyone who
comprehends these high truths by
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faith, to attempt to comprehend
them by his intellect : let him ab-
stain from my books. . . . But these
pages of mine are written with a
view to those only who never believe
anything but what they can receive
with the intellect; consequently
who boldly invalidate and are fain to
deny the existence of all super-
eminent things, sublimer than them-
selves,—as the soul itself, and what
follows therefrom : its life, im-
mortality, heaven, etc. ... For
these persons only 1 am anxious ;
and, as I said before, for them indite,
and to them I dedicate my work.
For when I shall have demonstrated
truths themselves by the analytic
method, I hope that those debasing
shadows, or material clouds, which
darken the sacred temple of the
mind will be dispersed, and that
thus at last, under the favour of
God, who is the Sun of Wisdom, an
access will be opened and a way laid
down to faith.”

Swedenborg’s scientific and philo-
sophical works are said to have
had a large sale, and he placed them
freely at the service of those who
« possess understanding, and are in-
terested in such subjects” ;! but
they do not seem to have exercised
any striking influence on the thought
of his time. Kant was surprised to
find himself largely in agreement
with Swedenborg, and expressed
annoyance at the discovery. His
jealousy caused him to issue a
pamphlet in 1766, throwing ridicule
upon Swedenborg’s  claims  to
spiritual intercourse, in which he
says : _

““ The system of Swedenborg is un-
fortunately very similar to my own
philosophy. It is not impossible
that my rational views may be con-
sidered absurd by reason of that
affinity. As to the offensive com-

1 See letter to an unknown ‘‘ Councillor
of Chancery,” dated 16th September 1745
(Documents, vol. i. p. 369).

parison, I declare, we must either
suppose greater intelligence and truth
at the basis of Swedenborg’s writings
than first impressions excite, or that
it is a mere accident when he coin-
cides with my system,—a Jusus
nature. Such a wonderful agree-
ment exists between his doctrines
and the deepest results of reason,
that there is no other alternative
whereby the correspondence can be
explained.”

Though there is evidence that some
of Swedenborg’s contemporaries as-
similated and worked wupon his
ideas,! we meet with no frank ac-
knowledgment of his services to

philosophy until our own time. To

all appearance these great and
laborious works were, as White re-
marks, ‘ forgotten as soon as pub-
lished.”

With another short extract we
must take leave of the Awnimal
Kingdom. The interest of this pas-
sage is its anticipation of the doctrine
of correspondences, which, as we
shall see, became one of the founda-
tion principles of the author’s
theological system.

“In our Doctrine of Representa-
tions and Correspondences,” he says,
“we shall treat of both these sym-
bolical and typical representations,
and of the astonishing things which
occur, I will not say in the living
body only, but throughout nature,
and which correspond so entirely to
supreme and spiritual things that
one would swear that the physical
world is purely symbolical of the
spiritual world,—insomuch that if
we choose to express any natural
truth in physical and definite vocal
terms, and to convert them into
the corresponding spiritual terms, we
shall by this means elicit a spiritual
truth in place of the physical truth ;
although no mortal could have
predicted that anything of the kind
could possibly arise by bare literal

1 See chap. xiii. Swedenborg’s Science.



%

LATER PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS 35

transposition ; inasmuch as the one
precept, considered separately from
the other, appears to have abso-
lutely no relation to it.”’!

The Animal Kingdom, as 1 have

said, was never completed; but
in 1745 Swedenborg published
another most remarkable book,

entitled The Worship and Love of
God. It 1s a little difficult to
understand the meaning and inten-
tion of this work ; but the wisdom
and beauty embodied in it are un-
mistakable. Dr Wilkinson regards
it as “an expectant day-dream of
his theology, abundant in charm-
ing details, and crowded with signi-
ficance,” “* an allegory of a six days’
work ”; the Rev. T. M. Gorman,
who edited the most recent English
edition,? insists that it is to be
accepted literally as an account of
the method and order of creation.
Few, I think, will be found to agree
with the latter, as there is evidence
of a playful fancy about the book.
Swedenborg himself said that it was
written ‘‘under the leadership of
the understanding, and according
to the thread of reason,” and, in
reply to a querist who asked him how
the book was to be regarded, stated
that

“It was certainly founded on
truth, but somewhat of egotism had
introduced itself into it, as he had
made a playful use in it of the Latin
language, on account of his having
been ridiculed for the simplicity of
his Latin style in later years. For
this reason he did not regard it as
equal to his other works.”3 It
does not properly belong to the
category either of his scientific or
his theological works, but holds a
distinct place of its own.

A summary of its contents can
give no idea of the book itself ;
indeed, it might lead the reader to

1 Part I. Note,Tp. 451.
2 Kegan Paul, Trench & Co., 188s.
3 Documents, vol. ii. p. 710

think it a worthless production.
Nevertheless, 1 risk this possible
injustice to the author; guarding
against it by adding such selections
as will convey some idea of its
literary charm and extraordinary
depth of wisdom. Most readers of
the book would be struck by the
mixture of childish, or perhaps I
should say childlike, simplicity, and
profound penetration.

It essays to give an account of
creation, on evolutionary lines ; first
describing the birth of the planets
from the sun by a process that
anticipated the later nebular theory
of Laplace and Kant.! Our own
earth, when it had at length broken
free from the nebulous ring which
surrounded the sun, and from which
it had its origin, was gradually pre-
pared for the advent of life, the
germs of which existed as ‘ small
eggs collected at its surface, or small
seeds of its future triple kingdom
—viz.the mineral, the vegetable, and
the animal. These seeds or be-
ginnings lay as yet unseparated in
their rudiments, one folded up in
another, namely, the vegetable
kingdom in the mineral kingdom,
which was to be the matrix; and
in the vegetable kingdom, which
was to serve as a nurse or nourisher,
the animal kingdom ; for each after-
wards was to come forth distinctly
from their coverings. Thus the
present contained the past, and what
was to come lay concealed in each,
for one thing involved another in a
continual series; by which means
this earth, from its continued aus-
pices, was perpetually in a kind of
birth.”” 2

The earth, we are told, gradually
receded from the sun, its annual

1 Swedenborg’s claim to be considered
the originator of the nebular hypothesisis
discussed in chapter xiii.

2P. 18. (All references are to the
English edition of 1885, Kegan Paul,
Trench & Co.)
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and diurnal rotations occupying an
increasing length of time as it re-
moved farther and farther from the
parent orb. At the time when life
first appeared, the year was no
longer than our present month, and
the day not more than two hours in
duration. The effect of this rapid
rotation was to equalise the climate,
the seasons merging into one another
so as to form a perpetual spring.
These halcyon days are described in
a passage which may serve as an
example of the poetic style of the
book.

“The proximate atmosphere it-
self, or air, breathed the most
grateful temperature in consequence
of receiving so copious a light and
alternate heat, and at the same time,
being warmed by fruitful dews ex-
haled from the bosom of the earth ;
for as yet there was no furious wind,
no Boreas to disturb the air with
his stormy whirlwind; nor as yet
did the smallest cloud intercept the
splendour of the sun and of the
stars; but the face of everything
was serene, and zephyrs only, with
their gentle fannings, appeased the
murmurs of the winds.” *

The earliest forms of vegetable
life were herbs and lowly flowers,
which clothed the surface of the
earth with beauty; after these,
shrubs and plants; and finally, trees.
From the vegetable world pro-
ceeded the primal forms of animal
life, the earliest being insects ; from
the shrubs were produced eggs which
were nourished among their branches,
and eventually hatched into birds;
while the quadrupeds *“ were in like
manner produced from viviparous
forests,”” the branching horns of
many of them indicating their
arboreal origin! Lastly came man,
the product of the Tree of Life,
« which bore a small egg, the most
precious of all others, in which, as
in a jewel, nature concealed herself

1p. 22,

with her highest powers and stores,
to become the initiaments of the
most consummate body.”

The first man, according to this
strange fancy, did not appear on the
earth of full stature, but as a helpless
infant. From his birth he was at-
tended by angelic ministrants, who
instructed him in the order of his
life, and in celestial wisdom. A
great part of the first division of
the book is occupied with a descrip-
tion of this heavenly education ;
while Part II. describes the birth of
Eve and the marriage of the first-
born.

Have I disgusted the reader with
such childish speculations ? I trust
not, for he will lose much if he allows
the prejudice they may arouse to
debar him from a perusal of the
book. Should he overcome his re-
pugnance and proceed to read, he
will soon be lost in amazement at
the brilliancy and profundity of the
thoughts that clothe this feeble
narrative. Before introducing him
to some of these, I must quote one
more short passage of great beauty,
describing the attitude of nature on
the eve of the first human birthday.

‘It was midnight, and the con-
stellations of heaven, as if also about
to applaud, did now shine not only
with brightness, but also glittered
with a kind of flaming beam ; they
were also ardent to prevent their
setting, but the day-dawn, hastening
to its rising, dimmed their lustre,
and instantly opened the gates of
day for the sun.” *

Written at the transitional period
of Swedenborg's life, The Worship
and Love of God gathers up many of
the ideas found in the earlier works,
and reaches forward to the high
truths which he was henceforth to
expound. Geometry is still to him
the most fascinating of sciences, and
in a suggestive note he returns to his
“doctrine of forms,” classifying

1P. 59.
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geometric forms in an ascending
series from angular forms, ‘ the
form proper to earthly substances,”
through circular, spherical and spiral,
to the vortical, the geometry of the
heavens.! From the doctrine of
forms he ascends to that of order
and degrees, and lays the foundation
for one of the main principles of his
later spiritual philosophy.  The
doctrine of correspondences, which
we saw was foreshadowed in the
Anmymal Kingdom, is here further
developed and more clearly stated.
We read :

“Such is the established corre-
spondence, that by natural and moral
truths, by means of the transposi-
tions only of the expressions that
signify natural things, we are in-
troduced into spiritual truths, and
vice vers?, and thus, as it were, from
one Paradise into another. For the
sake of illustration, let one or two
examples suffice, as first, Light re-
veals the quality of its object, but the
quality of the object appears according
to the state of the light, wherefore the
object 1s mot always such as it ap-
pears. . . . Now if instead of light
we take intelligence, the quality of
the object of which is the truth of
a thing; since intelligence is uni-
versally allowed to be spiritual light,
this conclusion follows : [Intelligence
discovers the truth of a thing, but the
truth of a thing appears according to
the state of the intelligence ; wherefore
that is not always true which is sup-
posed to be true,” etc.?

Again :

‘“ Nothing in any case exists in
nature which does not in a type
resemble its origin, or soul ; and as
this origin is from heaven (for all
uses, as was said, are ends designed
by heaven), therefore things natural
and things celestial must of necessity
agree with each other, according to
the order first induced, or the most
perfect order; and this in such a

1 Note, pp. 5-7. 2 Note, p. 107.

manner, that it is allowable to take
a view of one from the other; for
if we unfold natural things, and in
their place transcribe celestial or
spiritual things, congruous things
result.”

Those familiar with Swedenborg’s
remarkable work on The Divine Love
and Wisdom, published eighteen
years later, will recognise the germs
of many of the profound ideas it
embodies in the work before us.
An exhaustive comparison is out of
the question, but I may point out
some of the more striking of these
anticipations.

That all life is spiritual, that spirit
is substance, and that, as the origin
of all things, God Himself is the only
true and real substance, is clearly
taught in a note on page 70 :

“The soul is so real a substance,
that all the substances of the body,
which enjoy active life, are from it,
and are called substances, but com-
pounded ones ; for every compound
is only an aggregate of its simple
substances ; nor is anything truly a
substance but the Supreme, which
is therefore called a simple sub-
stance.”

Another great principle, that no
substance is without form is stated
in so many words in a note on page
81. (Most of these great philo-
sophical principles are discussed in
notes, which notes might justly be
regarded as the most valuable part
of the book.)

‘““ Whether we speak of forms or
substances, it amounts to the same
thing, since no substance produced
from Gobp is given without a form,
whence it derives its faculties of
acting, and its qualities.”

' That creation is an emanation
from God as the essential substance, .
and not a making of something out
of nothing is strongly insisted upon
in toth works. In the earlier one
we read :

1 Note, p. 141.



38 EMANUEL SWEDENBORG

“From what has no being it is
impossible for anything to exist,
and out of nothing, nothing can be
made.” 1

A leading proposition in The
Divine Love and Wisdom is that
‘““the love or will is the very life of
man.” In The Worship and Love
of God, we read: ‘ Without love
there is no life, and the life is of
such a quality as is the love.” 2

The essential connection between
goodness and truth, and the influ-
ence of the will upon perception and
belief, are demonstrated in both
works, ““ All truths,” we read in
The Worship and Love, “ concentrate
in gocdness, consequently expand
themselves, as it were, into circum-
ferences from goodness, as from a
centre.”” 3 Again: “ Ourloves . . .
hold the reins, and excite and govern
our minds ; by them we are drawn,
and then we follow.” ¢

In both books, too, it is taught
that all life and wisdom are derived,
and that the way to true philosophy

is to keep the mind open to
influences from within and
above,

“There are only two ways of ac-
cess to thy mind, viz., from above,
and from beneath; the way from
above is through the soul and its
temple ; this way is sacred. . . .
This way is open only to the Lord of
light, and to His love; but the
latter, or inferior way, is the only
one through which he (the prince of
this world) can creep, and exert his
influences.” 5

“Our minds are such as to be
capable of turning two ways, as upon
hinges, viz., inwards and outwards,
or upwards and downwards; for
there are, as it were, two ways
or places of reception, of two
guests.”” 6

Materialists cannot see spiritual

ig 127. i];.rss.
. 96. . 123,
ERENIT6 7 ¢ Pp. 110 and 111,

truth because they persistently look
downwards and outwards instead of
upwards and inwards. ‘‘ They suffer
themselves to be convinced by
nothing, but by the testimony of the
external senses ; and what is wonder-
ful, they reject from their belief the
clearest agencies and effects, unless
they see them also in a substance ;
wherefore when they look into truth
from this connection and order, the
chain snaps asunder, at its first link,
and thus their view remains fixed
in mere earthly objects, or in matters
which are born from the ultimate
form.” 1

Turning again to the narrative
part of this book, Adam is instructed
in the nature of true wisdom by
heavenly intelligences ; and the folly
of attempting to solve divine
mysteries by “ natural’ reason is
represented to him in a striking
allegory. The leader of the celestial
“wisdoms ”  teaches him that
“ supreme things, or things superior
in order, flow in into inferior things,
and these into ultimate things, but
not vice vers?; hence inferior things
derive their powers and perfections,
or thence flow all the qualities and
abilities of inferior things. When
this order is established, then there
is nothing so complicated and abs-
truse which is not explained and
unfolded, for it is the light itself
which sees, and the living force
which acts. . . . But it is altogether
otherwise if this order be inverted,
that is, if liberty be given to nature
to break in, without leave, into the
higher and sacred recesses of
life.”” 2

The Worship and Love of God is
full of profound and brilliant
thoughts, but we can only cull one
or two more of aphoristic char-
acter.

“ We really here live and walk as
little universes, and carry both
heaven and the world, consequently

1P. 231, 2P. 144.
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the kingdom of God, in
selves.” 1

“Love, when it is ardent, desires
nothing more vehemently, or seeks
more intently, than such a connec-
tion of its nature—viz. that it may
be another’s not its own, and con-
ceiving that only to be its own which

our-

is reflected from another into it-
self.” 2
‘“What is life? Is it not to

understand what is true, and to
relish what is good ? '* 3
‘“ Life has ordained nature to be a
consort with itself, and to exercise
power accordingly.” 4
“Let us not, then, I pray, im-
merse our rational views in empty
sophisms, or rather in mere shades,
. . . by asking, whether our minds
and souls are material, or whether
they are extended, so as to fill spaces,
and whether their activities are to
be measured by times or the
velocities of times, and the like ; for
matter is only an expression, the
attributes and predicates of which
ought to be defined absolutely to all
sense and apprehension, before it
can be demonstrated according to
what understanding those forms
and their activities are to be per-
ceived.” 5
The reader will be able to form
some opinion from these extracts
of the high philosophy of this little
book. In point of theology it is
more or less orthodox—the doctrine
of a personal Trinity seems to be
accepted, and even that of sub-
stitution, which afterwards its author
so strongly repudiated. Sweden-
borg had as yet no clear ideas of the
mission he was to fulfil as a religious
reformer ; his aim in this and his
other philosophical works seems to
have been to establish the Divine
origin of creation and the reality of
spiritual things. That he was alive
L PTG, SEps -
PR 1793. o PPI;Z4 £
3 Note, pp. 04-93.

to the necessity of reform in the
Church, however, appears from the
following allegorical description of
her condition at the conclusion of
Part I. The “ Heavenly Wisdom ”
declares to Adam that the goal of
life is that *“ full opportunity may be
given of enjoying our Love (i.e. God),
and this for ever,” and continues :
‘“But in what manner mortals,
while they tend towards this goal
itself, direct their course through
devious and dark roads, sometimes
backwards and sometimes forwards,
I have seen with mine owneves: . . .
for they everywhere institute and
celebrate sacred sports in honour of
the Supreme, or the Deity, but with
infinite variety. For the most part
thev set up a kind of goal elevated
into the form of a pyramid or obelisk ;
but the plain itself, where the races,
whether in chariots, or on horses,
or on foot. are to be performed, they
cut into several paths. Some form
these paths into winding labyrinths,
and when the sound of the trumpet
is given by the crier, the crowd.
while they set out for the goal, and
direct their course through those
paths, for the most part lose their
way, and when they think that
they are going in a right line, and
have even reached the goal, they
apperceive that they have wandered
entirely from that point. Some also
with their eyes blinded, rushed on,
chained together in a long row, over
whom were set leaders, bearing in
their hands immense maps and
charts, in which the wanderings of
the paths were marked by rnide-
posts and indices ; a troop of lictors
followed the crowd, to compel those
who had escaped from the ranks, by
whips and scourges, to return, to the
first appointed order. There were
some also, who, having measured all
the distances of the course, in their
prospect seemed to measure even
the goal; but then first appeared

| in the interval a deep whirlpool
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broken up from the jaws of the
mountains, from the other bank of
which the column itself of the goal,
with its decorations and rewards,
was beheld, and thus at length they
apperceived that they had to measure
back the whole of their way, in order
that they might return into the
right path, which, by reason of its
narrowness, had not been seen, but
passed by.” 1

“If thou wilt enter into life, keep
the commandments,” said Jesus;
this is the narrow path which the
churches in Swedenborg’s day re-
fused to follow, trusting to climb up
some other way to the realms of
bliss. It was Swedenborg’s mission

to declare once more : ‘ This is the
way, walk ye in it ! "’ 2
CHAPTER VI

BETWEEN TWO WORLDS

The Worship and Love of God was
published, as we have said, in 1745 ;
in 1749 appeared the first volume of
Arcana Ceelestia. A more complete
contrast between the character of
the two works could scarcely be
imagined. The poetic diction of the
former has been discarded for a level
unrhetorical prose; philosophical
speculation has given place to con-
fident assertion in regard to spiritual
matters, thouch without a trace of
egotism :  while theological ortho-
doxv is superseded by the widely
different system of doctrine usually
associated with the author’s name.
The same subject—the creation, and
the earlv history of the human race—
is dealt with in both books, but the
treatment is totally different. In
the earlier work the story of the
creation is accepted as literal history,
though interpreted somewhat freely
in accordance with the speculative
1 Pp. 203 and 204.
2 Isaiah xxx. 21.

ideas of the author ; in the new book
it is regarded as a Divine allegory,
the only consistent interpretation
of which is shown to be spiritual.
Whence has come this remarkable
change ? The explanation is given
by Swedenborg in the concluding
paragraph of the introduction to the
Arcana Celestia.  After asserting
that the Sacred Scriptures contain a
spiritual sense, he proceeds :

“That this is really the case, in
respect to the Word, it is impossible
for any mortal to know, however,
except from the Lord. Wherefore it
is expedient here to premise, that, of
the Lord’s divine mercy, it has been
granted me, now for several years,
to be constantly and uninterruptedly
in company with spirits and angels,
hearing them converse with each
other, and conversing with them.
Hence it has been permitted me to
hear and see things in another life
which are astonishing, and which
have never before come to the know-
ledge of any man, nor entered into
his imagination. I have thus been
instructed concerning different kinds
of spirits, and the state of souls after
death,—concerning hell. or the lamen-
table state of the unfaithful,—con-
cerning heaven, or the most happy
state of the faithful,—and particu-
larly concerning the doctrine of faith
which is acknowledged throughout
all heaven : on which subjects, by
the divine mercy of the Lord, more
will be said in the following pages.”

By many persons this extra-
ordinary claim is regarded as an
indication of mental aberration ;
but those who have an intimate
acquaintance with the author’s sub-
sequent writings and are therefore
best fitted to judge, have no hesita-
tion in accepting it fully. In no
other way can they account for the
wonderful spiritual insight which
these works display. I do not pro-
pose_to discuss the validity of the
claim here, but invite the reader’s
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attention to the most remarkable
psychological revelation ever given
to men,—the record, in Swedenborg’s
own words, of the gradual opening
of his spiritual sight. Granting the
possibility of such an intromission
into the world of spirit, we should
scarcely expect it to occur suddenly,
without preparation, and without
premonitory signs. If we accept
Swedenborg’s own statements, such
preparation and such signs were not
wanting. He tells us, indeed, that
he had been prepared from his
earliest youth for the holy office to
which God had called him; but it
was not until 1743 that he began to
have direct intimations of the great
change that was about to come over
him. When in the early part of that
year he made application to the
Board of Mines for leave of absence
to go abroad and publish his Regnum
Animale, it is evident that he
had no thought of such a revolu-
tionary change in the order of his
life.

In conversation with Carl Rob-
sahm many vears later, he re-
marked : ‘1, for my own part, had
never expected to come into that
spiritual state, in which T am now :
but the Lord selected me for this
work, and for revealing the spiritual
meaning of the Sacred Scriptures,
which He had promised in the pro-
phets and in the book of Revelation.
My purpose previously had been to
explore nature, chemistry, and the
sciences of mining and anatomy.” 2

In a letter to the Rev. Thomas
Hartley, written towards the close
of his life, Swedenborg assigns the
vear 1743 as the date of the opening
of his spiritual sight. This was prob-
ably the earliest direct intimation
he received of his call; but it was
in April 1745, as he tells us in several
places, that he was fully admitted
to intercourse with angels and spirits,

1 See above, p: 30.
2 Documents, vol. i. p. 35.

speaking with them as man with
man. There is no doubt that the
process was a gradual one; in
Heaven and Hell, No. 130, we read :
“1 was elevated into heaven in-
teriorly by degrees, and in proportion
as I was elevated, my understanding
was elevated, so that I was at length
enabled to perceive things which at
first I did not perceive, and, finally,
such things as it had been impossible
for me to comprehend " ; and in the
Spiritual Diary, No. 2951, we are
told of remarkable dreams and
visions, extraordinary lights seen
and voices heard, and, finally, direct
speech with ““a certain spirit.”
Again, in the Adversaria, Ne. 183,
he savs: ‘At first 1 had dreams
during a number of years, when 1
learned something of their real
signification.”

Swedenborg kept a private diary
of his experiences during a part of
this time, the very existence of which
was unknown until 1858, when the
MS. was acquired by the Roval
Library, Stockholm. It had been
in the possession of Professor
Scheringsson, of Westerds, who died
in 1840 in his ninetieth year, and had
lain for nearly ten years more un-
noticed among his papers. The Royal
Librarian, Mr G. E. Klemming, pub-
lished the diarv in 1859, under the
title of Swedenborg’s Dreams, 1744,
with <ome other M morondr fom
his Hond ; and caused much excite-
ment thereby among the disciples of
the seer. By some its authenticity
was questioned, others doubted the
wisdom and justice of publishing so
private a record; but the genuine-
ness of the document is now fairly
established, and its value as a unique
psychological study is held to justify
the revelation of such intimate self-
confidences, notwithstanding the op-
portunity some of the entries have
given for the enemy to blaspheme.
A translation of this diary, with
explanatory notes, will be found in
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Dr R. L. Tafel's Documents, PP-
134 to 21q.

Let us reverently examine this
solemn record, recognising the fact
that “ we are penetrating the inner
secrets of a man’s life deeper and
more completely, perhaps, than has
been done in the case of any other
man that ever lived.” Though the
diary only covers the short period
from 24th March 1744 to 27th
October of the same year, embracing
however a brief record of some earlier
dreams, we have a most complete
picture of a soul laid bare. No
priest ever heard a more sincere
confession, or pronounced pardon to
a more humble penitent. We have
seen how upright and blameless be-
fore the world this man’s life had
been ; yet he cast himself before his
Lord as the vilest and most un-
worthy of mortals. If he had not
been guilty of flagrant sin, he knew
that the love of evil still lurked
within him, as within us all, ready
to be stirred into act by temptation ;
and wayward thoughts prompted to
lust, to pride, to self-confidence.
The deepest evils are not those that
appear outwardly, as insidious and
fatal diseases often lurk in an ap-
parently healthy body. Only by
severe temptations can interior evils
be extirpated, and such temptations
Swedenborg underwent.

“T found,” he writes (April 752 85
“that T was more unworthy than
others and the greatest sinner,
for this reason, that our Lord has
granted me to penetrate by thought
into certain things more deeply than
many others; and the very source
of sin lies in the thoughts I am

1The dates are thus given in the
Diary. His record is of the night-time,
during which apparently most of these
experiences came to him: in the day-
time he was as other men. “ All the
while,” he says, “T was in society con-
stantly as before, and no one could
observe the least change in me”
(Documents, vol. ii. p. 166),

carrying out; so that my sins have
on that account a deeper foundation
than those of many others; and in
this T found my unworthiness and
my sins greater than those of other
men.”

Intellectual pride seems to have
been one of his besetting faults. “ 1
saw a bookshop,” he writes under
the same date, “ and immediately
the thought struck me that my work
would have more effect than that of
others; vet I checked myself at
once ; for one serves another, and
our Lord has more than a thousand
ways by which to prepare a man,
so that each and every book must be
left to its own merits, as a means
near or remote, according to the
rational condition of every man.
Still arrogance at once crops up :
may God control it, for the power
is in His hands!” On another
occasion he-had been attending a
lecture at the Royal College of
Surgeons, London, “when 1 was
rash enough,” he says, ‘“to think
that I should be mentioned as one
of those who understood anatomy
best ; T was glad, however, that this
was not done.”

On April 8x9 we read: “1I en-
treated Christ’s mercy for cherishing
so much pride and arrogance, by
which I flatter myself.” He con-
fesses (April 13x14) that “I am
inclined to boast of my work.” Some
months later (October 6x7) he
writes : ““ Afterwards I lighted upon
these thoughts, and received this
instruction, viz., that all love for
whatever object, as, for instance, for
the work upon which I am now en-
gaged—whenever such an object is
loved (for its own sake), and not as
a medium for the only love, which
is to God and Jesus Christ, is a
meretricious love.”

He acknowledges on several oc-
casions that he is inclined to resist
God’s will and choose his own course.
“ There was something in me (April
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10 x I1) that prevented my submit-
ting myself to God’s grace as I ought
to have done, thus suffering Him to
do with me according to His good
pleasure.” On April 15 x 16 he
dreamt that he was in the company
of two women who lay beside him
on the greensward. ‘T kissed the
hands of both, and did not know
which of the two I should love.”
““The two women,” he tells us later
on, ‘“signified that I would rather
be in philosophical than in spiritual
studies.”” !

We can guess something of the
struggle that was going on in his
mind, and can understand his
suddenly breaking off his work upon
the Regnum Amimale. He had, by
that time, given up his own will and
submitted to what he believed to be
the Divine direction.

Intellectual pride was not the only
form of temptation that came to
him. “The Evil One,” he says,
“had power given him to disturb
my inmost mind by various
thoughts,” and thus all the lurking
passions of human nature were called
up, until he felt that he was “ un-
clean from head to foot,” “in
spiritual things, a stinking corpse.”
On April 10x 11 he writes, “1 am
still weary in my body and mind ;
for T know nothing except my
own unworthiness, and am in pain
on account of being such a wretched
creature. I see by this knowledge
that I am unworthy of the grace I
have received.” In the entry for the
night following, we read: “1 per-
ceived in myself . . . that in every
particular thought, and even in that
which we consider pure, an infinite

1 His frequent visions of women have
beenmisinterpreted by uncharitablecritics.
He explains himself that “ All objects of
the sciences, viz., all truths, were re-
presented under the form of women or
virgins ”’ ; in this instance, he was ap-
parently somewhat equally attracted by
philosophy and theology, and reluctant
to give upjhis old love of the former.

quantity of sin and impurity is con-
tained, and likewise in every desire
which enters from the body into the
thoughts ; these spring from great
roots.  Although, therefore, a
thought may appear pure, it, never-
theless, is a fact that a person may
think in a certain way from timidity,
hypocrisy, and many other causes,
as may also be traced out by an ex-
ploration of the thoughts; so that
on this account man is so much the
more unable to free himself from
sin, and there is not a single thought
which is not very much alloyed with
uncleanness and impurity. . . . I
have, indeed, observed that our
whole will into which we are born,
and which is ruled by the body and
introduces thought, is opposed to
the Spirit . . . and hence it is that
we are dead to everything good, but
to everything evil we arefinclined
from ourselves.” -

On May 19 x 20 he writes : ““ I had
many pernicious thoughts, from
which I perceived that my body
is in a continual state of rebellion.

. T could not control myself
so entirely as not to have carnal
desires ; vet without any intention of
causing their ultimation.” ‘‘ Daily,"”
he says again (August 4 x5), “1 sin
against my God in the thoughts
which cling to me; and from which
no man, but God alone, can deliver
me.”

Even his very virtues were a source
of temptation. *‘ While I was think-
ing,” he writes, ““ as is often the case,
suppose someone should consider
me a saint, and on that account
think highly of me; nay, suppose,
as is done by some simple-minded
people, he should not only revere
but also adore me as one whom he
considers a holy man or a saint; in
this case I found that in the zeal in
which T was, I was willing to inflict
upon him the greatest possible pain,
rather than that sin should be laid
upon him. I saw also that I must
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entreat the Lord with the most
earnest prayers, not to have any
share in so damnable a sin, which
would then be laid to my charge.”

Like St Paul, he experienced the
conflict which arises between the
flesh and the spirit under stress of
severe temptation ; and he believed
that his temptations came from an
outside source. He even felt at
times that malign spirits had taken
possession of him, and were en-
deavouring to force him to the
commission of evil “ which he would
not ”’; but he never lost faith or
courage, and prayed vehemently for
deliverance from his tormentors. He
realised, also, that his prayers were
answered, and often rose from the
depths of despondency to heights of
conscious victory, After a period of
“most severe temptation,” so that
he could scarcely control the un-
godly thoughts that arose in his mind,
he wrote :

“Yet I can affirm, that I never
was of better courage than to-day,
and that I was not in the least faint-
hearted and pained as on previous
days, although the temptation was
most severe. The reason is, that our
Lord has given me this strong faith
and confidence, that He helps me for
the sake of Jesus Christ and accord-
ing to His own promise; so that I
then experienced what effect such
faith has.”

Feeling himself to be under the
hand of God, he submitted patiently
to his trials and disciplined himself
with the severity of a medizval
saint. ‘“ The whole day of the gth
[April],” he says, “ 1 spent in prayer,
in songs of praise, in reading God’s
Word, and fasting; except in the
morning when I was otherwise
occupied.”’

If he was often in a state of gloom
and depression, he had his times of
exaltation also. “ I experienced so
much of the Lord’s grace,” he wrote
(April 7% 8), “when I resolved to

keep my thoughts in a state of
purity, as to feel an inmost joy. . . .
I was not allowed to mention the
large measure of grace which had
fallen to my lot; for I perceived
that on the one hand it could serve
no other purpose than to set people
thinking about me either favourably
or unfavourably, according to their
disposition towards me ; and on the
other hand, it would not be pro-
ductive of any use, if the glorification
of God’s grace served to encourage
my own self-love.

“The best comparison I could
make of myself was with a peasant
elevated to power as a prince or
king, so that he could have whatever
his heart desired ; and yet there was
something in him which desired to
teach him that he himself knew
nothing. By this comparison, how-
ever, it is seen that it is Thy hand
(O God) which causes this great
]O .!’

%n the night of Easter Sunday,
after distressing dreams and severe
temptations, “I awoke and slept
again many times ; and all I dreamt
was in answer to my thoughts; yet
so, that in every thing there was such
life and glory, that I can give no
description of it; for it was all
heavenly ; clear to me at the time,
but afterwards inexpressible. In
short, I was in heaven, and heard a
language, which no human tongue
can utter with its inherent life, nor
the glory and inmost delight result-
ing from it. . . . Both in mind and
body I had a sensation of such in-
describable delight, that had it been
more intense, the body would have
been, as it were, dissolved in pure
bliss.’

On the following day, he says :
““ My thoughts were more profound
and beautiful than they had ever
been before.”” At night he had
strange experiences Violent tremors
shook him, and he was thrown out
of 'bed upon his face. He heard a
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sound like the concourse of many
winds. ‘I wondered what all this
meant, and then spoke, as if I were
awake. I noticed, however, that
these words were put into my
mouth: ‘O Thou Almighty Jesus
Christ, who of Thy great mercy
deignest to come to so great a sinner,
make me worthy of this grace!’ I
lifted up my hands, and prayed,
when a hand came and strongly
pressed my hands ; I then continued
my prayer, and said : * O Thou, who
hast promised to receive all sinners,
Thou canst not otherwise than keep
Thy word!” I lay on His bosom,
and looked at Him face to face. It
was a countenance with a holy ex-
pression, and so that it cannot be
described ; it was also smiling, and
I really believe that His countenance
was such during His life upon earth.
He addressed me and asked, if I had
a certificate of health > I answered,
‘O Lord, Thou knowest this better
than I’; when He said, ‘Do it
then ! ’—This, as I perceived in my
mind, signified, ‘ Love me really, or
do as thou hast promised.” O God,
impart to me grace for this! I per-
ceived that I could not do this by
my own strength. . . . : About day-
break, I fell asleep again, and then
had continually in my thought, how
Christ conjoins Himself to mankind ;
holy thoughts came, but they were of
such a nature as to be unfathomable ;
for I cannot express with my pen the
least part of those things which
happened. I only know that I have
had such thoughts.”

On the night of April 9 x 10, he
says, ‘“I slept very tranquilly. At
three or four o’clock I awoke and
lay awake, but in a kind of vision.
I could look up and be observant
whenever I chose, so that I was not
otherwise than awake, and yet in the
spirit there was an inward gladness
which diffused itself over the whole
body. All seemed in a wonderful
and transcendent manner to ap-

proach and conspire ; to rise up as
it were and nestle in infinitude as a
centre, where Love itself was.”

On the morning of the r1th April,
he says: “1I was in my usual state
of internal gladness, which was,
nevertheless, attended with a pang.”’
On the night of April 14 x 15 ““ the
Spirit came with its heavenly and
almost ecstatic life in so high a
degree, and permitted me, as it were,
to rise higher and higher in it, that if
I had ascended still higher, I should
have been dissolved in this real life
of joy.”

The result of all these experiences
was to bring him to a state of pro-
found humility. Again and again
he prays for this grace, or gives
thanks for having attained some-
thing of it. Describing one of his
temptations, he says: ** This have 1
learned, that the only thing in this
state—and I do not know any other
—is, in all humility to thank God
for His grace, and to pray for it, and
to recognise our own unworthiness,
and God's infinite grace.” “ Very
often,” he says again, ‘T burst into
tears, not of sorrow, but of inmost
joy at our Lord's deigning to be so
gracious to so unworthy a sinner ;
for the sum of all I found to be this,
that the only thing needful is to cast
one’s self in all humility on our
Lord’s grace, to recognise one's
own unworthiness, and to thank
God in humility for His grace.”

To do God’s will became the de-
sire of his heart. ‘‘I have for my
motto,” he writes, “ God’s will be
done; I am Thine and not mine;
as therefore I have given myself from
myself to the Lord, He may dispose
of me after His own pleasure.”
Again: “I prayed to God that I
might not be my own, but that God
might please to let me be His.”
Describing a vision, in which he saw
a profusion of gold, he says: ‘It
denotes that the Lord, who disposes
all things, gives me in spiritual and
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worldly matters all that I need,
whenever like a child I cast my care
upon Him.” 1In all his work, he
recognises himself ‘‘simply as an
instrument.”

His consciousness of the Divine
leading became stronger as time
advanced. In the very last day’s
entry (October 26x27) we read:
“May God lead me in the right
way ! Christ said that I must
not undertake anything without
Him.” He looked tor direct teach-
ing when he should be duly pre-
pared. “I saw also in a vision,”
he writes (October 12 x 13),
“ how some beautiful bread was pre-
sented to me on a plate.--This was
a prediction that the Lord Himself
will instruct me, as soon as I have
attained that state in which I shall
know nothing, and in which all my
preconceived notions will be re-
moved from me ; which is the first
state of learning: or, in other
words, that I must first become a
child, and that then I shall be able
to be nurtured in knowledge, as is
being the case with me now.” “1I
discovered,” he says, under the same
date, that “1 am in such a state
that I know nothing on this subject ”’
(f.e. on religion); and, on the
previous day, he tells us: “1 have
no knowledge about religion, but
have lost all.” It was necessary
that he should be emptied of all self-
will and preconceived ideas, before
he could become a fitting instrument
for the work before him.

Thus end all his worldly ambitions,
and learned studies; a fortnight
later he has abandoned the work on
which he was engaged and for which
he had made such extensive plans
and preparations.

These inward experiences were
accompanied by extraordinary out-
ward manifestations. His dreams
were vivid and sometimes terrifying ;
at other times delightful and en-
couraging. Many of them had

evident meaning ; about others he
was doubtful. Again and again he
dreamt of dogs, sometimes {friendly,
sometimes fierce and dangerous.
Once he was entangled in the spokes
of a wheel, again he was hanging
over an abyss, or walking upon
treacherous ice. He dreamt of
palaces, churches, kings, men and
women—>bothindividuals andingreat
processions and armies—amazingly
large and high windmills, going at a
frightful speed; of a terrible exe-
cutioner who roasted the heads he
struck off, of animals, real and
mythical, and endless other things.
Of many of these dreams he offers
explanations — e.g. a magnificent
procession of men represents to him
the wealth of experimental know-
ledge passing before his mental
vision ; himself on horseback with
a heavy load behind his back, the
incubus on his mind of the unfinished
part of his work; an unfurnished
house, ‘“that I had invited the
Highest to me into an unprepared
and untidy hut,” etc. etc. Many to
him are mysterious and inexplicable ;
“Ican,” hesays in one place, ‘“ make
guesses about this; but I am not
allowed to look upon them as cer-
tain, because it concerns something
in the future” ; and elsewhere :
“ God speaks with me, and 1 com-
prehend only the least portion of
what He says, because it is in repre-
sentations, of which I understand as
yet very little.”

These dreams and visions were
often accompanied by violent
tremors, prostration, trances, sweat-
ings, and one one occasion, at least,
by swooning. During their continu-
ance he enjoved preternatural sleep,
often lasting from ten to thirteen
hours. Doubtless the system was
exhausted by the strain put upon
it—for all this time he was doing
hard literary work during the day—
and Nature asserted her demands.
We cannot wonder, either, that he
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became so absorbed as sometimes to
pass his friends in the street, and not
return their salutations.

These things, the reader will be
inclined to say, are common experi-
ences with all enthusiasts. Granted ;
but then Swedenborg was not an
enthusiast, and there were aspects
of his case that differed from these
common experiences. Far from be-
ing a victim of religious excitement,
we find him watching and studying
his own case with the eye of a
scientific observer. He was well
aware that people are sometimes
led away by emotion to imagine all
kinds of things, and was careful to
guard himself against such extra-
vagances. He observes (October
6x7) “how easily human beings
may be led astray by other kinds
of spirits [i.c. evil spirits], who re-
present themselves to men according
to the quality of the love of each.”
Of one of his visions, he remarks :
“Our Lord knows best what all this
means ' ; and, again: ““ God grant
that I do not mistake in this; I
believe I do not.” After a night of
horrid dreams and bodily tremors,
he says : I began thinking whether
all this was not mere phantasy " ;
so it is evident that he was not a
prey to his own imaginations.

Swedenborg’s case is indeed
unique. We can understand a
monk or a nun, or even a Protestant
enthusiast, dreaming dreams and
seeing visions ; but for a man living
an active life in the world, a mathe-
matician and logician, and a devotee
of natural science, to succumb to
mental illusions seems most unlikely.
Nor do we hear of any sudden * con-
version”’ to account for the change
that came over him. Were these
experiences, then, an indication of
mental disorder ? If they were, we
again have a case absolutely unique,
for at the time these strange events
were happening he was engaged in
writing and publishing philosophical

works which have been acknowledged
by some of the most brilliant in-
tellects of our time as revealing
astounding mental powers; and he
continued to write and publish for
nearly thirty years other works,
which are thoroughly sane and con.
sistent, and, to those who have most
carefully examined them, bear evi-
dence of more than mortal wisdom.
I leave the case in the hands of
sceptics to explain as they can.

Whatever we may think of his
mental condition, there is something
touching and beautiful in the thought
of this middle-aged philosopher thus
renouncing his life’s ambitions, and
in childlike obedience to what he
believed to be a call from God,
turning his back upon the wisdom
of the world which had been a«
meat and drink to him. A friend
of kings and princes, and an in-
tellectual prince himself, we sce him
now, a stranger in a strange land,
all alone in the darkness of the night,
pouring out his soul in prayer to
God, and singing simple hymns,
such as he had probably learnt at
his mother’s knee.l 1t is, indeed,
a remarkable picture,

A word as to the theology of these
self-revelations. Swedenborg  was
educated in the evangelical doctrines
of the Lutheran church, and does not
seem to have questioned their
adequacy until middle life, excepting
on the subject of faith alone, on
which his father also held broader
views than most of his clerical
brethren. This diary shows that
the son still held by his early teaching.
The doctrine of a personal Trinity
appears again and again; the dis-
tinctive offices of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Ghost being ac-
cepted in a strictly orthodox
manner. He prays to God for
Christ’s sake, and pleads the blood

1 A favourite one was “ Jesus is mv

best of friends,” printed in Dr R L.,
Tafel’s Documents, vol. ii. p- 1127,
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and merits of the Saviour. He
deprecates the allowing of the under-
standing to be mixed up with matters
of , faith, averring that *faith 1is
separdted from our understanding
arid resides above it !

All these ideas were greatly
.modified in a few years’ time.
* Signs of coming change appear al-
ready, particularly in his views of
the nature and unity of God, and
the supreme Divinity of Jesus
Christ. In an early entry, we read:
“ Christ, in whom dwells the fulness
of the Godhead, must alone be
addressed in prayer. . He is
omnipotent, and the only Mediator.”
And, again, a prayer, quoted above,
was put into his mouth, beginning :
“(O thou Almighty Jesus Christ.”

At this time he had no clear
idea of the mission to which he was
to be called, but several passages
show that he had some foreshadowing
of it. On April 21x22 he writes:
“ Because it seemed to me I was
so far separated from God that I
could not yet think of Him in a
sufficiently vivid manner, I came
into a state of doubt whether I
should not direct my journey home-
- wards ; a crowd of involved reasons
then came, and my body was seized
with a tremor. Yet I gathered
courage and perceived that I had
come [to Holland] to do that which
was best of all, and that I had
received a talent for the promotion
of God’s glory; I saw that all had
helped together to this end; that
the Spirit had been with me from
my youth for this very purpose ;
wherefore I considered myself un-
worthy of life unless I followed the
straight direction. I then smiled at
the other seducing thoughts; and

1 After his full enlightenment, he had
a vision of a magnificent temple in heaven,
over the portal of which was written :
< Now it is allowable to enter intellectually
into the mysteries of faith,”” and he con-
stantly insists that faith is impossible
where reason is ignored.

thus at luxury, riches, and dis-
tinction, which I had pursued.”

On September 29 x 30, he had
a vision of a most beautiful palace,
and ‘“was told that it was re-
solved in the society that I should
become an immortal member of it,
which no one ever before had been,
unless he had died.” He seemed
to be living in the gable end of that
palace.—‘ This signified that what
1 had written there with God’s
help, was of such a nature that it
would lead me on further and that
I would see still more glorious
things.”

At times he was in doubt as to
what lay before him. Al this,”
he writes (April 28th and 29), “it
seems to me, represents that I
must employ my remaining time in
writing upon that which is higher,
and not upon worldly things which
are far below; and, indeed, that I
must write about that which con-
cerns the very centre of all, and that
which concerns Christ. May God
be so gracious as to enlighten me
respecting my duty; for I am still
in some obscurity as to the direction
whither T am to turn.”

An extraordinary message came to
him on April 25x26. ‘It was
represented to me in a certain
manner that I was not to con-
taminate myself by reading other
books treating on theology and
similar subjects; because all this
I have from the Word of God and
the Holy Spirit.” A significant
comment upon this is the remark
of Pastor Ferelius, who, on the
occasion of a visit to him in his old
age, found him “ sitting and writing
at a round table in the middle of
the room, with the Hebrew Bible
before him, which constituted his
whole library.”

This remarkable diary ends with
the entry of October 26 x 27;
but we have further experiences
related in other places. The most
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important of these is the account
given by Carl Robsahm, from
Swedenborg’s own description, of
the appearance of the Lord to the
latter, some .time in April 1745.
There is no need to quote the parti-
culars, which have already appeared
in several former biographies; but
the concluding part of the account
is important as it marks the turning
point in our author’s life. Whether
the vision was an illusion or not, it
definitely determined the character
of his succeeding years.

It first appeared to him at the
inn after dinner, and somewhat
alarmed him. “1 went home,” he
said; “and during the night the
same man revealed himself to me
again, but I was not frightened
now. He then said that He was the
Lord God, the Creator of the world,
and the Redeemer, and that He had
chosen me to explain to men the
spiritual sense of the Scripture, and
that He Himself would explain to
me what I should write on this
subject ; that same night also were
opened to me, so that 1 became
thoroughly convinced of their
reality, the world of spirits, heaven,
and hell, and I recognised there
many acquaintances of every con-
dition of life. From that day I
gave up the study of all worldly
science, and laboured in spiritual
things, according as the Lord had
commanded me to write. After-
wards the Lord opened, daily very
often, the eyes of my spirit, so
that, in the middle of the day,
I could see into the other world,
and in astate of perfect wakeful-
ness converse with angels and
spirits.”

It is not sufficient to answer to
this: “The man must have been
mad,” unless we are prepared to
say that God never did or could
communicate His will directly to
any man. If Swedenborg was thus
favoured, we shall certainly find

D

evidence of it in his works, and
to these we must turn for the
only rational solution of the tcgles-
tion. \'g\ b

CHAPTER VIIf ', a@\;

N
SEER AND THEOLOGIAN “’
WE have further insight into the
development of Swedenborg’s mind
and life at the transition period in
his Adversaria, a note-book of
Biblical studies, written between
1745 and 1747, and in his Spisitual
Diary which records his experi-
ences from day to day among the
inhabitants of the spiritual world.
Neither of these works was pub-
lished by himself, so we cannot
regard them in the same way as his
other writings.!  They were in-
tended for his own private use; but,
read with proper discretion, and in
the light of his authoritative teach-
ings, they are full of interest. and
help us to understand his later
works. Some uncertainty is still
apparent in the theological views
embodied in these records, but
there is evidence of growing know-
ledge and of full confidence in his
Divine mission.

The Adversaria, says Dr R. L.
Tafel, “ marks the second step which
Swedenborg took in the investiga-
tion of the Divine Word. The
exploration of the merely literal
sense he did not carry farther than
the third chapter of Genesis. . . .
He returned to the first chapter of
Genesis with a view of discovering
there, not the creation of the natural
world, but the creation and es-

1 Recent investigations show that the
Latin text of the Spivitual Diary is very
imperfect, in some cases serious errors
having crept in. The author’s meaning
is often misconstrued, and quite needlessly
obscured. The manuscript is now being
phototyped, and a new edition will prob-
ably be produced before long.
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tablishment of the Kingdom of
God.

“ He now recognised the existence
of an interior sense in the Word of
God in the following words, ¢ That
in the Mosaic account of creation
there is everywhere a double meaning
of the words, viz., a spiritual as
well as a natural, appears clearly
to the apprehension of every man
from the tree of life and the tree of
knowledge in the midst of the
garden : for life and knowledge are
spiritual, and yet are attributed to
a tree, for this reason, that what-
soever originates in the ultimate
parts of nature, on account of
deriving its origin from heaven,
involves something celestial in what
is terrestrial, or something spiritual
in what is natural; and it does so
on this ground, that everything that
is represented in the Divine mind,
cannot but be carried out in reality
in the ultimate parts of nature, and
be formed there according to the
idea of heaven. There results hence
a correspondence of all things, which,
with the Divine permission, we shall
follow out in its proper series’”
(Adversaria, 1. No. 23).1

“The Adversaria furnish remark-
able evidence of the activity and
fertility of their author's mind.
Ranging from Genesis to Jeremiah,
and forming in Dr Tafel's edition 2
nine volumes, each containing about
as much matter as this book [over
600 pages], they were produced in
less than two years, the last entry
being dated gth February, 1747.
Swedenborg appears to have thought
through his pen.” 3 Such a literary
tour de force is almost without a
parallel.

About this time also our author

L Documents, vol. ii. pp. 051 and gs2.

“Published at Tibingen by Dr
Immanuel Tafel, Professor of Philosophy
and Librarian to the University, between
1842 and 1854.

* Emanuel Swedenborg, His Life and
Writings, by William White, vol. i. P- 249.

was engaged wupon his copious
Biblical indices, which occupy some
two thousand pages of MS., and
contain besides a concordance of
passages for ready. reference,  a
dictionary of correspondences and
other notes. He further prepared
an index to the Adversaria and to
the Spiritual Diary, filling in this
manner close upon a thousand pages
more. All this was preparatory to
future works.

The Spiritual Diary contains a
detailed account of Swedenborg’s
experiences in the spiritual world,
together with many statements of
doctrine. The record extends from
February 1747 to 2gth April 1765 ;
but the entries are not regular, and
many are without date. The early
portion, moreover (up to gth October
1747). is missing, and the nature of
its contents is only known to us
from the author’s index.

The character of the Spiritual
Diary is very different from the
Dream-Book already referred to. In-
stead of terrorising dreams and
incomprehensible, or dimly com-
prehended, visions we have a sober
account of things seen and heard,
extraordinary enough in some cases,
but no longer perplexing to the
beholder and auditor. It is a
traveller’s description of an unknown
country.

To most uninitiated readers the
Spiritual Diary will seem strange
and unconvincing. Surely, they will
say, the man must be romancing, if
he is not beside himself. But it
goes without saying that any account
of such experiences must seem in-
credible to most persons, and more
or less strange to all. To under-
stand them, we need some ac-
quaintance ~ with the author’s
spiritual philosophy. It is un-
fortunate that many persons have
drawn their limited knowledge of
Swedenborg from his private diaries,
which they had not the capacity to
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understand from ignorance of his
systematic teachings. So they have
concluded that he is erratic and
visionary, and that there is little to
be learnt from him. Studied with
proper doctrinal aids, these re-
markable records are full of interest,
and worthy of attentive considera-
tion. The reader who is willing to
accept such aid and to set aside his
prejudices will have the realities of
the spirit life presented to him more
forcibly and reasonably than the
imagination of Dante or Milton
could portray themn. Let him re-
member, however, that what he
reads are private memoranda of
extraordinary  experiences, not
perhaps fully understood by the
subject of them, and he will be in a
position to form a reasonable opinion
on the matter. But a just judg-
ment of the man and his teachings
must be based on his known life and
published works, to the {urther
consideration of which latter we
shall shortly proceed.

Swedenborg retained his position
as Assessor of the Royal Board of
Mines until the middle of 1747,
when he retired on a pension of
half his salary.  The documents
relating to his retirement, which

have been preserved to us, are
of great importance as evidence
of his undoubted sanity and
mental capability at the time he
was undergoing the remarkable
experiences we have just been con-
sidering.

The Board of Mines in Sweden-
borg’s time consisted of a president,
who always belonged to the highest
order of nobility, two councillors
of mines, and about six assessors,
of whom Swedenborg was one. In
the spring of 1747 one of the coun-
cillors retired, and Swedenborg was
unanimously recommended as his
successor by his colleagues. Instead
of accepting the position, he ad-
dressed a memorial to the King in

the following terms. The memorial
is dated 2nd June 1747 :—

““ Most mighty and most gracious
King,—Your Royal Majesty’s Board
of Mines, at your behest, have
sent in their humble proposition
with regard to the vacant place of
Councillor of Mines on their Board
and they have most humbly pro-
posed me for this office in primo
loco ; but as I feel it incumbent on
me to finish the work on which 1
am now engaged, I would most
humbly ask Your Royal Majesty
to select another in my place for
this position, and most graciously
release me {rom office. . . .

“ It is my humble wish, that you
graciously release me from office,
but without bestowing upon me any
higher rank ; which I most earnestly
beseech you not to do. I further
pray that I may receive half of my
salary. and that you will graciously
grant me leave to go abroad, to
some place where I may finish the
important work on which I am now
engaged.

“ I remain with deep respect, my
most  gracious  Sovercign,  Your
Roval Majesty’s most humble and
dutiful subject,

“ EMAN. SWEDENBORG.”

A Royal Decree releasing Sweden-
borg {rom his othce, «“ which he has
hitherto filled with renown,” was
issued on the 12th June, and on the
15th was handed in to the Board.

“All the members of the Royal
Board regretted losing so worthy a
colleague, and they asked the
Assessor to kindly continue attending
the sessions of the Board, until all
those cases should be adjudicated
that had been commenced during
his attendance at the Board, to
which the Assessor kindly assented.”!

The final leave-taking was on the
17th July. In the minutes for that
day, we find the following entry :—

1 Minutes of Board, 15th June 1747.
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“ Assessor Swedenborg, who in-
tends as soon as possible to commence
his new journeys abroad, came up
for the purpose of taking leave of the
Royal Board. He thanked all those
at the Royal Board for the favour
and kindness he had received from
them during his connexion with the
Board, and commended himself to
their further friendly remembrances.

“The Royal Board thanked the
Assessor for the minute care and
fidelity with which he had attended
to the duties of his office_as an
Assessor up to the present time ;
they wished him a prosperous
journey and a happy return; after
which he left.”

Thus ended Swedenborg’s long
connection with the Board of Mines.
His reason for retiring while still
in the {full vigour of life was not only
that he might have more time to
devote to his new work, but that
his mind might not be distracted
unnecessarily by worldly concerns ;
for the spiritual influences by which
he was now guided were withdrawn
in the degree in which he allowed
himself to be immersed in worldly
concerns.!  He writes in his
Spiritual Diary (4th March 1748):

“ Whereas now 1 have been al-
most three years, or thirty-three
months, in that state in which,
my mind being withdrawn from
corporeal things, I could be in the
societies of spiritual and celestial
[spirits], and yet be like another
man in the society of men, without
any difference, which spirits also
wondered at ;—when, however, I

1 No one has insisted more strongly
than Swedenborg on the necessity of an
active life in the world to a healthy
religious condition, and as a preventive
of the delusions sometimes induced by
evil spirits; but his own case was ab-
normal, as he always maintained. He did
not retire from the world that he might
give himself to lonely contemplation or to
secure his own salvation; but because

he felt himself called to a great mission,
which required his whole energies.

intensely adhered to worldly things
in thought, as when I had care
concerning necessary expenses, about
which I this day wrote a letter, so
that my mind was for some time
detained therewith, I fell, as it were,
into a corporeal state, so that the
spirits could not converse with me,
as they also said, because they were
as though absent (from me). A
case rather similar occurred before ;
whence I am enabled to know that
spirits cannot speak with a man
who is much devoted to worldly and
corporeal cares ;—for bodily concerns
draw down, as it were, the ideas of
the mind -and immerse them in
corporeal things.”

Swedenborg did not remain long in
his own country after his retirement,
though there is no record of the date
when he commenced his new journey.
He was in Holland, as a memor-
andum of accounts in his common-
place-book shows, in November 1747,
and remained there until October
1748. A further memorandum re-
cords that he * took lodgings [in
London] on the 23rd of November,
1748, for six shillings per week for
half a year; if the rooms are taken
for a whole year there is a deduction
made of thirty-two shillings, so that
the whole rent amounts to fourteen
pounds ;! a modest sum for a
noble philosopher and friend of
kings to pay.

The object of Swedenborg’s com-
ing to London was to arrange for the
publication of the first volume of
Arcana Celestia, an exposition of
the spiritual sense of Genesis and
Exodus. The work was issued
anonymously by. John Lewis of
Paternoster Row, and, it is to be
feared, fell very flat on the market.
From an undated entry in the
Spiritual Diary (No. 4422), we learn
that only four copies were sold in
two months ; but this was only to
be expected in such a careless and

1 Documents, vol. i. p. 386,



SEER AND THEOLOGIAN 53

sceptical age. The book also being
published in Latin, only appealed
to the learned, who would not be
likely to lend a ready ear to the
lucubrations of an anonymous
foreigner. The few who did read,
however, must have been astonished
at what met their eyes. They had
surely never seen the like before.

A brief preface maintained the
spiritual character of the Holy
Scriptures, and showed that without
a knowledge of their internal mean-
ing they were like ““a body without
a soul.” “It is impossible,” the
author continued, ‘ whilst the mind
abides in the literal sense only, to see
that it is full of such spiritual con-
tents. Thus, in the first chapters of
Genesis, nothing is discoverable from
the literal sense, but that they treat
of the creation of the world, and of
the garden of Eden which is called
Paradise, and also of Adam as the
first-created man; and scarcely a
single person supposes them to re-
late to anything besides. But that
they contain arcana which were
never heretofore revealed, will suf-
ficiently appear from the following
pages ; where it will be seen that
the first chapter of Genesis, in its
internal sense, treats of the NEw
CREATION of man, or of his RE-
GENERATION, in general, and specifi-
cally of the most ancient church;
and this in such a manner, that there
is not a single syllable which does not
represent, signify, and involve some-
thing spiritual.”

As we shall discuss the contents
of the Arcana Celestia in another
place, there is no need to say more
here, further than to point out the
striking difference between the char-
acter of its statements, and those
contained in the Diaries, Adversaria,
etc. Here there is no uncertainty,
hesitancy, or doubt ; but a calm un-
folding of what the writer believed
to be positive”truth. We notice a
change in some of the terms em-

ployed, which are now crystallised
into the forms they will hold through-
out the long series of subsequent
works. Thus, the appellation of
the Divine Saviour in The Worship
and Love of God was the “ Only Be-
gotten” or ““Son of God” ; in the
early part of the Spiritual Diary,
as in the greater part of the Adver-
saria, it is ““ God-Messiah,” whereas
in Arcana Celestia and all later
works the term ‘“ Lord” is used,
corresponding to Jehovah of the
Old Testament, and intended to
imply that ““in Jesus Christ dwells
all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily.” ' In commencing the ex-
position of the internal sense of
Genesis, he writes: “ In the follow-
ing work, by the Lorp is solely
meant Jesus Christ, the Saviour of
the world, who is called the Tord ;

1The gradual clarifving of Swedenborg’s
ideas in regard to the Deityv, and also on
other important doctrines, is strikingly
shown in a lengthy note (No. 165) in Dr
R. L. Tafel’s Docinents (vol. it. pp. 1096-
r113). Here we read: “TIn the Diary
for 1744 the Son of God is almost con-
stantly called Christ. And here it must
be observed that before October 1744,
when Swedenborg began writing his work
on the Worship and Love of God, he al-
ways spoke of the Lord as ‘Christ.” In
that work, and also in the Adversaria up
to Genesis, chapter iv., he called Him the
‘Only Begotten of the ITighest” or ‘of
God ’; from chapter iv. to chapter xxxiv.
‘ Messiah’ ; and through the rest of the
Adversaria, * God - Messiah.” This ap-
pellation he continued to use in the
Shiritual Diary, until January 11, 1748
(No. 460). FIrom that date until
January 21 (No. 467) he speaks of ‘ Jesus
Christ,” and ‘our Saviour’ in connection
with ¢ God-Messiah.” From January 21
(No. 489) to February 5 (No. 641) he
uses the term ¢ Jesus Christ,’ ¢ Saviour of
the World,” and the ‘ Only Lord’ (Deo-
minus Unicus); he also speaks of ‘our
Lord’ (No. 568), of the ‘Lord God'’
(No. 612), and of the ‘ILord Jesus’
(No. 617), alternating these terms with
‘ the Lord’ from January 26 (No. 564).
From February 5 (No. 641) he uses the
term ‘ Lord’ exclusively ; although on
February oth (No. 689) the expression
the * Word of God-Messiah’ occurs once
more.”’
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without other names. He is ac-
knowledged and adored as the Lord
throughout all heaven, because he
has all power in heaven and earth.”
(No. 14). This doctrine of the ex-
clusive Divinity of Jesus Christ is
the keynote of all of Swedenborg’s
theology.

Mr Worcester remarks that ‘‘ the
style of the Arcana differs materially
from that of the earlier Adversaria.
It is no longer that of an explorer,
just discovering, or about to discover,
or just hearing things entirely new
to him. It is now that of a master,
full to overflowing with knowledge
that had become familiar to him,
and that lay broadly and clearly
under his view, from which he had
only to choose what would be most
intelligible and most useful to his
readers. He mno longer doubts
whether what he writes is quite
correct and is to be printed. It is
apparent that he is writing and
printing under clearly recognised
authority. Yet the careful student
finds some minor points, though
marvellously few, in which the
author’s later experience of twenty
vears developed additional clearness
and slight modification.”” 1

A second volume of Arcana
Ceelestia was issued in 1750, in parts,
both in Latin and English, and was
announced in a lengthy advertise-
ment by the publisher.2  This
work,” he said, “is intended to be
such an exposition of the whole
Bible as was never attempted in
any language before. The author
is a learned foreigner, who wrote and
printed the first volume of the same
work but last year, all in Latin,
which may be seen at my shop in
Paternoster Row, as above men-
tioned. . . . This, then, may be said

1 The Life and Mission of Emanuel
Swedenborg, by John Worcester. Boston :
Roberts Bros., i892, p. 272.

2 For a copy of this advertisement see
Documents, vol. ii. pp. 492-497.

of our author. He has struck out a
new path through this deep abyss,
which no man ever trod before ;
he has left all the commentators
and expositors to stand on their own
footing ; he neither meddles nor
interferes with any of them; his
thoughts are all his own; and the
ingenious and sublime turn he has
given to everything in the Scrip-
tures, he has copied from no man ;
and therefore, even in this respect,
he has some title to the regard of the
ingenious and learned world.”

The work, we are told, was printed
in ““a grand and pompous manner,”
and sold at an extremely low price.
‘It is the generous author’s absolute
command that it should be so, who,
it is plain, wants neither purse nor
spirit to carry on his laudable under-
taking.” )

Notwithstanding small encourage-
ment in the way of sales, the publi-
cation went on year by year until the
work was completed in eight quarto
volumes in the year 1756. The
English translation, however, was
not continued after the second
volume.

Meanwhile Swedenborg was gather-
ing new experience, and planning
further works. He resided for the
most part in Stockholm, sending his
manuscript from time to time to
Mr Lewis in London. He took an
active part in the Diet of his native
country, and went about as usual
among his friends, few, if any,
knowing of his extraordinary ex-
periences, or guessing that he was
the author of these strange Latin
tomes.

In 1758, he again journeyed to
London, where he published four
small works, The Earths in the
Universe, The Last Judgment, The
New Jerusalem and its Heavenly
Doctrine, a treatise On the While
Horse of the Apocalypse, and a larger
one, perhaps the best known of all
his writings, on Heaven and Hell,
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All these were remarkable works,
and excited considerable interest
and curiosity. Between 1757 and
1759, he also wrote a voluminous
exposition of the Book of Revelation,
on similar lines to the Arcana
Celestia, under the title of The
Apocalypse Explained. The work
was never entirely completed, and
was replaced later (in 1765) by a
smaller one entitled The Apocalypse
Revealed. 1In its English form the
earlier work fills six large octavo
volumes, and is treasured by students
of Swedenborg as a work of great
value.

In the spring of 1762, this wonder-
ful old man, now seventy-four years
of age, set out on another expedition,
this time to Amsterdam, to which
city he was about to transfer his
publishing ; probably, suggests Dr
Tafel, because of the rejection of his
teachings by the clergy and the
leading men of England. At any-
rate, he published nothing further
in England beyond a pamphlet on
The Intercourse of the Soul and the
Body, which appeared in 1760.

At Amsterdam were published
the following works:—In 1763, The
Doctrine of the New [Jerusalem re-
specting the Lord, the Sacred Scripture,
Life, and Faith, in four separate
treatises : Continualtion concerning
the Last Judgment and the Spiritual
World ; and Awngelic Wisdom re-
specting the Divine Love and the
Divine Wisdom. 1In 1764 appeared
Angelic Wisdom respecting the Divine
Providence ; in 1766, The Apocalypse
Revealed ; in 17068, The Delights of
Wisdom concerning Conjugial Love,
the first of the theological works to
which Swedenborg attached his
name ; in 1769, A Brief Exposition
of the Doctrine of the New Church,
signified by the New Jerusalem in the
Revelation ; and, last, though not
least, in 1771, The True Christian
Religion.

Two other publications of a dif-

ferent character may be mentioned
as belonging to this period, which
show that, with his transcendental
studies, he had not ceased to take
an interest in mundane affairs. The
Transactions of the Swedish Royal
Academy of Sciences for April,
May, and June 1763, contain a
paper by Swedenborg on the in-
laying of marble; and in 1766,
our author republished in Amster-
dam his New Mecthod of finding
the Longitude of Places on Land and
at Sea.

These publications necessitated
many journeys between Sweden and
Holland, or England, which were
undertaken quite alone and without
mishap from his seventy-fourth to
his eighty-fourth vears. Nothing
but a strong conviction of his Divine
mission could have induced him, at
such a time of life to risk the perils
and discomforts of travel by sea and
land, and to endure the loneliness of
a life of protracted exile.  When he
started on his last expedition he was
in  his eightv-third vear, vet he
fearlesslv  undertook the journey,
confident that God would protect
him and preserve his life until his
work was finished.  He lived to see
his True Christian Religion delivered
from the press, and to write an ap-
pendix to it, as well as one or two
other brief papers. For some
reason, possibly at the invitation of
English receivers of his teachings,
of whom there was now a small but
growing number scattered up and
down the country, he crossed over
to London in August 1771, and re-
mained there to the close of his life.

When once it became known that
Swedenborg was the author of these
remarkable books, and that he pro-
fessed to have open intercourse with
spirits and angels, he became the
object of much interest and curi-
osity.  ““ Unexpectedly to every-
body,” wrote Jung-Stilling, ‘‘this
intelligent, learned, and pious man
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bégan to have intercourse with
spirits. He made no secret of this,
but frequently at table, even in
large companies, and in the midst
of the most rational and scientific
conversations, would say, ‘On this
point I conversed not long ago with
the apostle Paul, with Luther, or
some other deceased person.” It
can easily be imagined that the
persons present opened their mouths
and eyes, and wondered whether he
was in his sound senses. Still oc-
casionally he has furnished proofs,
against which no objection can be
raised. The veracity of these re-
lations has been impugned, and the
good gentleman has' even  been
charged with imposture; but this
charge I deny emphatically. Sweden-
borg was no impostor, but a pious
Christian man.” ! When questioned,
he spoke freely of his experiences,
but never obtruded them on others.
The Rev. Nicholas Collin, Rector of
the Swedish Church in Philadelphia,
stated that in Stockholm, ‘“ no one
presumed to doubt that he held
some kind of supernatural inter-
course with the Spiritual World,” 2
and, indeed, many had had striking
evidence of the fact.®* He con-
stantly asserted his Divine com-
mission, fevless of the ridicule that
his claim sometimes brought upon
him. Count Hopken once asked
Swedenborg why he had published
what so many regarded as mere
visions and fictions, and which led
them to despise the admirable
doctrines contained in his works.
“T1 was commanded by the ILord
to write and publish them,” replied
Swedenborg ; “ do not suppose that,
without such a positive order, I
should have thought of publishing
things which T well knew many
would regard as falsehoods, and

1 Documents, vol. ii. pp. 486 and

487. )
2 White's Life, vol. il. p. 346.
8 See chap. xvi. Signs of Seership.

which would bring ridicule upon
myself.” 1 Even to the King he
insisted upon the truth of his as-
severations. In a memorial dated
1oth May 1770, protesting against
the ban that had been placed
upon his books by the Consistory of
Gothenburg, he wrote: ‘ That our
Saviour wvisibly revealed Himself
before me, and commanded me to
do what I have done, and what I
have still to do ; and that thereupon
He permitted me to have intercourse
with angels and spirits, I have de-
clared before th: whole of Christen-
dom, as well in England, Holland,
Germany, and Denmark, as in
France and Spain, and also on
various occasions in this country
before their Royal Majesties, and
especially when I enjoyed the grace
to eat at their table, in the presence
of the whole royal family, and also
of five senators and others; at
which time my mission constituted
the sole topic of conversation.” 2
To Count Tessin he said that
“God had granted him revelations
of this kind, that he might lead
the world away - from darkness
and error, which~of late had in-
creased to such.g degree, that the
very existence of God was in effect
denied.” 3

But Swedenborg did not trust to
mere asseveration to convince the
world of the truth of his doctrines
and visions. In the same memorial
to the Swedish King to which we
have referred above, he appeals to
his critics’ reason, and truthfully
says that in his writings ““ much
may be found which has never before
been discovered except by real
vision, and intercourse with those
who are in the spiritual world. . . .
That our Saviour permits me to
experience this, is not on my own
account but for the sake of a sublime

1 Documents, vol. i. p. 66.
2 Ibid. vol. ii. p. 375.
3 Ibid. vol. ii. p. 3909.
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interest which concerns the eternal
welfare of all Christians.” !

There can be no question of the
seriousness of Swedenborg’s claim.
He told Count Hé&pken that ‘“ he
was too old to sport with spiritual
things, and too much concerned for
his eternal happiness to yield to such
foolish notions, assuring him, on his
hopes of salvation, that imagination
produced in him none of his re-
velations, which were true, and
from what he had heard and seen.” 2

In his Spiritual Diary (No. 102)
Swedenborg tells us that spirits
spoke of him as * strange, wonderful,
unaccountable ”’ ; it is no wonder
that he should appear so to men
on earth, and that many should find
it impossible to believe in his ex-
periences. lLet them put these on
one side, then, for the present, and
bring their reason and. intelligence
to bear upon the doctrines he
taught. Perhaps when the truth of
these makes itself felt, the visions

will seem mote; \poqsxble indeed,
inevitable. -~ “ ;;? s
Joriam QA
R e "2
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To appreciate the theological re-
formation that Swedenborg insti-
tuted, we must consider the state
of the current theology of his day.
““Towards the middle of the [eigh-
teenth] century,” says Leslie Stephen,
“the decay of the old schools of
theology was becoming complete ” ;
the creed of orthodoxv was practi-
cally dead, having proved itself
‘““ incapable of satisfying the instincts
of various classes of the population,
and the perception of its logical de-
fects was the consequence, not the
cause, of the gradual break-up.”
Swedenborg was as fully alive to the

1 Documents, vol. ii. pp. 375 and 376.
2 Ibid. vol. ii. p. 409.

moral insufficiency of the theology
of his time as to its logical defects
and set himself (acting, as he believed,
under a Divine injunction) to re-
habilitate it in both respects. Two
oft-quoted aphorisms of his will
suffice to convey an idea of the
position he takes: ‘“All religion
has relation to life, and the life of
religion is to do good 751 “Now it
is allowable to enter mtellectualh
into the mysteries of faith.”2 He
propounded a rational theology as
the groundwork and motive power
of a good and useful life.

Though faith was practically dead
in the eighteenth century, dogma
survived, and the current dogmls of
the Pmtestant sects were these (the
Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox
Churches maintained the same with
sundry additions) :—The Godhead
was held to consist of three Divine
Persons, each by Himself God
and Lord, and to cach of Whom
distinctive offices belonged.  The
Father was regarded as the embodi-
ment of Divine justice, and in nature
was stern, demanding, and awful ;
the Son looked upon mankind with
eves of pity, and desired to save
them from the wrath of His Father
while the Holy Ghost was conceived
as an indefinite personality, who im-
parted grace and sanctification to
the elect. Salvation was Dbelieved
to be attained by an act of faith,
and had nothing to do with man’s
own deeds; some, indeed, teaching
that good works were a hindrance to
salvation, and many that God ar-
bitrarily ‘elected those who should
be saved, and condemned the rest
en masse, including ignorant heathen
and tender infants, to eternal misery.
This eternal misery consisted in
perpetual burning in material fire
and brimstone, and unnamable tor-
ture by mxhgnant fiends, arbitrarily
inflicted as a pumshment for sin,

1 Doctrine of Life, No. 1.
2 True Christian Religion, No. 508.
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actual or “ original.” That the ever-
lasting burning was of material fire
was directly asserted, and implied
also in the doctrine of the resur-
rection of the material body. The
very body, it was taught, in which
sin was committed, was that on
which punishment would be in-
flicted, and therefore this would be
raised, and reunited to its spiritual
part, at the last day. The saints,
also, would enter into bliss with the
same bodies that they possessed on
earth, and their joys would consist
in perpetual praise and thanksgiving
to the Almighty; together with
occasional contemplation of the
tortures of the lost, that they might
be made more sensible of the Divine
goodness to themselves.

A favourite topic of the preacher
was the Last Day, when Christ
should descend upon earth once
more, to judge the quick and the
dead, and afterwards to burn up
the world with fire. The godless
were appealed to in terrifying
language to flee from the wrath to
come, and the saints were promised
that, having regained their bodies,
they should be caught up into the
clouds to meet their Lord.

Faith was magnified at the ex-
pense of good works, and by faith
was usually meant credulous belief,
especially in the dogma of Christ’s
substitutional sacrifice. The doctrine
of substitution is so glozed over in
our day that its meaning is modified
or obscured; but to the eighteenth-
century divine it was a simple
matter,—Christ took the punishment
of the believer’s sins on Himself,
and the sinner was thenceforth re-
garded by God as guiltless. Change
of life was not essential to forgive-
ness, provided that faith in Christ’s
merits was present.

The teaching in regard to the
Bible was that every word was
dictated by God just as it stands,
and all was to he accepted as liter-

‘rational and practical.

ally true. No criticisms of science,
history, or reason were to be allowed
any weight against its express state-
ments.

These dogmas, though nominally
accepted by most, were believed in
by few; a vapid Deism,was the
creed of most who made any pro-
fession of religion. Sir William
Blackstone, we are told, ‘“ had the
curiosity, early in the reign of
George III., to go from church to
church and hear every clergyman
of note in London. He says that he
did not hear a single discourse which
had more Christianity in it than the
writings of Cicero ; and that it would
have been impossible for him to
discover, from what he heard,
whether the preacher were a follower
of Confucius, of Mahomet, or of
Christ.” !

‘“ The reason why but few at the
present day have religion,” says
Swedenborg, “is: First, because it
is not known that the Lord [i.e.
Jesus Christ] is the Only God who
rules heaven and earth; and thus
that He is God in person and in
essence, in whom 1s a Trinity:
when yet the whole of religion is
based on the knowledge of God,
and on His adoration and worship.
Second, because it is not known that
faith is nothing else but truth; and
because it is not known whether that
which is called faith is truth, or not.
Third, because it is not known what
charity is, nor consequently what
good and evil are. Fourth, because
it is not known what eternal life is.”

Swedenborg believed that he was
Divinely commissioned to supply the
true knowledge that was so con-
spicuously lacking; and he pro-
pounded a new system of theology,
which even those who do not accept
his views cannot deny to be both
Regarding it

1 The English Church in the Eighteenth
Century, by Abbey and Overton, vol. ii.
p. 37.
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as his own achievement, we can only
wonder at the profound insight he
displays, and his immense daring in
attempting such a task ; but we pre-
fer to look upon it otherwise, and to
accept his statement that he was
only an instrument in the great work
he undertook.

Swedenborg’s theological teach-
ings are to be found scattered
throughout his writings, but the
following are especially devoted to
systematic statement of them :—The
True Christian Religion ; The New
Jerusalem and its Heavenly Doctrine ;
The Four Leading Doctrines, viz., of
the Lord, of the Sacred Scriptures, of
Life, and of Faith; The Divine
Providence ; and A Brief Exposition
of the Doctrine of the New Church.
It will be impossible to examine all
of these in detail; the better plan
will be to give a general summary,
with particular references when
necessary.

The foundation stone of the whole
system is the doctrine of the supreme
Divinity of Jesus Christ. Although
St Paul asserted that “in Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the God-
head bodily,”” and the early Christians
accepted that view implicitly, the
doctrine had been lost sight of for
fifteen hundred vears until revived
by Swedenborg. The notion of a
personal Trinity blinded the eyes to
its absolute truth. Swedenborg
teaches that, instead of Jesus Christ
being only the second member of a
Divine Trinity, the whole Trinity
is centred in His Own Person. The
Father is the inmost principle of the
Divine, which no man hath seen or
can know,—the exhaustless, ineffable
Love of God; the Son is the mani-
festation of God, the Divine Wis-
dom revealed to us in ‘‘ the Word,”
as it has come to men in different
forms, especially as ‘“the Word
made Flesh”; the Holy Spirit is
the effluent energy of Divinity, pro-
ceeding from the Father through the

Son, and operating in man to rouse,
to console and to sanctify. All these
constituents were embodied in the
person of the Divine Saviour during
his life on earth, as He Himself
taught when He declared that the
Father dwelling in Him was the
author of His beneficent works ;
and when He breathed on His
disciples and said, ““ Receive ye the
Holy Ghost.”

That we read in the Gospels of an
apparent separation between the
Father and the Son, and of inter-
course between them, does not
vitiate this doctrine, when we re-
member that, at the Incarnation,
Jesus took our frail humanity, and
by slow degrees raised it to partner-
ship with His Divinity. Until the
human nature was made perfect,
there was an appearance of separa-
tion from, and inferiority to, the
indwelling Divine, but when His
glorification was complete, Jesus
declared that all power was given
Him in heaven and in earth;
Humanity and Divinity were so
perfectly united that He could say :
“He that hath seen Me hath seen
the Father.”

The teaching of any church as to
the nature and character of God
forms necessarily the central doctrine
of its theological system. Upon the
ideas that we entertain of God will
depend our conception of His re-
lations to His creatures, and their
duty to Him. “ In consequence of
separating the Divine Trinity into
three persons, each of which is de-
clared to be God and Lord,” says
Swedenborg, “. . . a sort of frenzy
has infected the whole system of
theology, as well as the Christian
church, so called from its Divine
founder. . . . Men’s minds are re-
duced by it into such a state of
delirium that they do not know
whether there is one God, or whether
there are three. They confess but
one God with their lips, while they
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entertain the idea of three in their
thoughts; so that their lips and
their minds, or their words and their
ideas, are at wvariance with each
other : the consequence whereof is
that they deny the existence of any
God. This is the true source of the
naturalism which is now so pre-
valent in the world. For I appeal
to experience, while the lips confess
but one God, and the mind enter-
tains the idea of three, whether such
confession of the lips, and such idea
in the mind, do not mutually tend
to destroy each other ? Hence if
there be any conception of God left
in the understanding, it is that of a
mere word or name, destitute of any
true perception which implies a
knowledge of Him.” !

The restitution of the true doctrine
of Trinity in Unity necessitated a
reconsideration of the doctrine of the
Atonement ; since, if there are not
three persons in the Trinity, it is
impossible for one of these to offer
Himself as a sacrifice to the clamant
justice of another. The doctrine of
the Atonement as taught by Sweden-
borg is that set forth by St Paul
when he wrote to the Corinthians :
““ God was in Christ, reconciling the
world unto Himself.” God is ever
waiting to be gracious and can need
no reconciliation to His creatures ;
these, however, need to be recon-
ciled to Him, before they can be
fitted to dwell in His presence, and
it was to effect this reconciliation.—
to bring back the wandering sheep
to the fold —that Christ came into
the world. He took upon Himself
human nature, that therein He might
be “ tempted in all points like as we
are,” and so might conquer and sub-
due the spiritual enemies that kept
man in bondage. He became the
champion of lost humanity, and
made recovery possible when evil
seemed to have become paramount.
In this view of the Atonement, there

1 Tyue Christian. Religion, No. 4.

is no substitution of the innocent
for the guilty; yet all the merit
belongs to the Saviour.

Swedenborg scouts all schemes of
salvation that do not involve re-
formation of character; yet he is
no work-monger. He recognises
that man has no power to procure
his own salvation, though he is
gifted with absolute freedom to
choose the good and reject the evil.
Good actions should be done “as
of himself ; nevertheless under the
belief that they are from the Lord
operating with him and by him.”?!
This is the same doctrine that St
Paul teaches in his epistle to the
Philippians (ii. 12, 13): “ Work out
your own salvation with fear and
trembling : foritis God that worketh
in vou both to will and to do of his
good pleasure.”

The necessity of perfect freedom
in spiritual matters is strongly in-
sisted upon by our author. Man is
subject, he tells us, to influx from
both good and evil spirits, but the
Lord preserves a perfect equilibrium
between these influences, which only
the man himself can disturb. “In
this equilibrium every man is kept
as long as he lives in the world ; and
by means of it he is kept in that
liberty of thinking, of willing, of
speaking, and of doing, in which
he can be reformed.” 2 No spiritual
acquisition can be permanent that
is not appropriated in freedom; hence
salvation is impossible without man’s
voluntary co-operation with God, for
““a man would have nothing where-
by he could reciprocally conjoin him-
self with the Lord.” 3

The acceptance of the doctrine of
man’s absolute spiritual freedom dis-
pels many common misconceptions
in regard to the work of salvation.
Hope of reward or fear of punish-
ment, though they may set the

1 Tyue Christian Religion, No. 3.

2 Divine Providence, No. 23.
3 True Christian Religion, No. 485.
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thoughts towards higher things, can
produce no real spiritual change ;
no more can miracles, visions, or
intercourse with the dead, because
they may force belief against the
will and the reason. We often hear
of persons being brought to a know-
ledge of sin, and their need of sal-
vation, on a bed of sickness ; it will
be surprising, therefore, to many to
learn that no one can be reformed
in sickness,! for then the mind is
under coercion from fear, and the
person may be incapable of self-
control.

The whole question is summed up
in the statement that, *“ No one is
reformed in states that are not of
rationality and liberty,”” 2 a dictum
which has a very wide bearing. Ifit
is true, those who submit their
reason to priests and dogmas for the
sake of peace, and, as they think,
their soul's salvation, are woefully
misled. The peace they attain is a
spurious peace, and their hope of
salvation by these means is illusory.
Equally deluded are those who seek
the seclusion of the cloister or the
hermit’s cell, or in any way with-
draw themselves from active life in
the world, for their soul's benefit.
They are simply paralysing spiritual
growth, and postponing their hoped-
for happiness. “‘ The life which leads
to heaven 1s not a life of relirement
from the world, but of action in the
world ; a life of piety without a life
of charity [i.e. neighbourly love]—
which can only be acquired in the
world—does not lead to heaven ;
but a life of charity, which consists
in acting sincerely and justly in
every situation, engagement, and
work, from an interior principle, that
is, from a heavenly origin ; and such
an origin is in that life when man
acts sincerely and justly because it
is agreeable to the Divine Law. . . .
A life of piety alone without charity

1 Divine Providence, No. 142.
2 Ibid. No. 138.

. . . leads away from heaven as
much as it is commonly believed to
lead fo heaven.”! This passage
sums up Swedenborg’s doctrine of
life and salvation.

Since salvation is the attainment
of spiritual health, it is evident that
eternal rewards and punishments
cannot be arbitrarily bestowed. Be-
fore we can go to heaven, heaven
must have come to us; and no one
will go to hell, who has not first
received hell into his soul. ‘“The
states of the interiors make heaven
. . . heaven is within us, and not
out of us.” 2 “It can in no case be
said that heaven is without or
around anyone, but that it is within
him; and this plainly shows how
much they are deceived who believe
that to go to heaven is to be elevated
amongst angels, without any regard
to the quality of the interior life, and
thus that heaven may be conferred
on anyone by an act of unconditional
mercy ; when the truth is, that if
heaven is not within us, nothing of
the heaven which is around can flow
in and be received.” 3

Swedenborg's teachings in regard
to the other life are so important and
original that they demand more ex-
tended notice than we can give them
in this chapter. We shall refer here
to only one other point—viz. his
statement that the future life 1s
continuous with this; that there is
No unconscious or semi-conscious in-
terval betwee