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	Swedenborg was an eighteenth century scientist who was well known and respected in his time, and even today, for his scientific accomplishments. Having had a major spiritual awakening, he began to write books about the nature of God, the spiritual life, heaven and hell, a deeper meaning to the Bible, providence, marriage, and the second coming of Christ. He believed that his teachings were Divinely inspired and that they would be the foundation for the rebirth of Christianity. 

Born in Stockholm, Sweden, on the 29th of January, 1688. The son of a clergyman and professor of theology, Swedenborg grew up in a household filled with moral, political, intellectual and philosophical dialogue. After his formal education at Uppsala University, at the age of twenty-two, Swedenborg began to travel. While in England and Holland he immersed himself in studying many subjects, including: physics, astronomy, mathematics, anatomy, physiology, economics, metallurgy, mineralogy, geology, chemistry, watchmaking, bookbinding, and lens grinding. That's quite a list isn't it? And it's only a sample of the intense, self-directed program of education he embarked on in the early part of his life. 

[image: image1.png]Emanuel Swedenborg was a scientist, a philosopher, and, in his own
words, “A servant of the Lord.”



During this time of travel and scholarship, Swedenborg began his career of public service. In 1716, the King of Sweden appointed him Extraordinary Assessor in the Royal College of Mines. Then, in 1719, he took a seat in the House of Nobles (a part of the Swedish legislature), in which he served the Swedish government for some fifty years. Also, the King of Sweden, impressed with Swedenborg's contributions as editor of Daedalus (a periodical dedicated to the discussion of natural sciences), asked Swedenborg to serve as his engineering advisor. In that capacity, Swedenborg devised numerous feats of engineering to aid the military and industry. He also planned and designed many inventions. Although most were never built, they included a submarine, an airplane, a steam engine, an air gun and a slow-combustion stove. 
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Befitting a man of his intellectual strength and fervor, Swedenborg published many books on a vast number of subjects. Two subjects that he made particular advances in were metallurgy and biology. Especially impressive is the work he did in connection with the nervous system; he is generally credited with being the first to accurately understand the significance of the cerebral cortex and the respiratory movement of the brain tissues. 

	Scientist 
	

	Philosopher
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Throughout all this, though, Swedenborg wasn't satisfied with a purely physical approach to studying Humanity and the Universe. In particular, his ambition was to comprehend more fully the nature of the soul and to develop a new, more accurate cosmology than had ever before been proposed. Based upon his conviction that underlying all matter in the Universe was Divine force, he wrote of the relationships between matter and energy, between the finite and the Infinite, and between God and humanity. Among the books he wrote on these topics were: The Economy of the Animate Kingdom, The Brain, The Senses, and Rational Psychology. 

	Servant of the Lord
	Then, in 1744, his life took an unexpected turn. He began to have vivid, disturbing, and exhilarating dreams and visions. Not knowing what to make of these odd experiences, he revealed them nowhere but in his personal journals. Moved partially by the need to understand his own recent experiences, and partially by the direction his studies in cosmology and the human soul were taking, he began a meticulous study of the Bible. 
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In the month of April, 1745, Emanuel Swedenborg had an experience that forever changed his life - The Lord appeared to him and told him something amazing: a human person was needed to serve as the means by which God would further reveal Himself to humanity, somewhat in the manner of the Biblical visions of the Old Testament. So began Swedenborg's life as a spiritual revelator. 

From then until his death, Swedenborg studied the Bible, perfected his knowledge of Hebrew and Greek, and wrote numerous theological works in which he revealed the new Truths that have become the foundation for The New Church. Throughout this time, and confirming what the Lord was revealing to him, he was in periodic communication with spirits in Heaven and in Hell - exploring all the wonders of the world to come. In the numerous books (often referred to by people in the New Church as, simply, "The Writings"), he revealed the hidden, inner meaning to the stories of the Old and New Testaments, the fundamental nature of God, Humanity and Creation, the truth about the afterlife, the keys to our own personal spiritual growth, the real meaning of the Book of Revelation, and the beautiful inner secrets behind true loving marriages, just to name a few things. 
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At first, his books went largely unnoticed. He published them anonymously at his own cost, sending them to the learned people of his day, but the general public were still unaware of his newfound truths. This began to change after a strange occurrence in July of 1759. Swedenborg was in Gothenburg, dining with friends at the home of a wealthy local merchant. During the dinner, he suddenly became pale and distraught-looking and withdrew from the table. When asked what was the matter, he replied that he had just had news that a horrible fire had broken out in Stockholm (which was 300 miles from Gothenburg), not far from his own home. Then, at around eight o'clock that same evening, he just as suddenly became relieved, explaining that the fire had been extinguished three houses down from his own home. 

His words and behavior of that evening became the talk of the town just a few days later, when a messenger arrived from Stockholm with news about the fire Swedenborg had described. Upon questioning, it was discovered that his description of the event had perfectly matched, in much detail, what had actually happened that summer evening. Soon afterward, the first surge of interest in his theological Writings began, spurred on not only by the strange story of his uncanny knowledge of the Stockholm fire, but also by several other episodes which demonstrated his ability to communicate with people in the spiritual world. 
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For the remainder of his life, Swedenborg continued to visit the other world and published books revealing the truths he believed God had summoned him to write. He also maintained an active life in this world, taking part in political discussions in the House of Lords, of which he was a member, and writing on such diverse topics as Sweden's monetary policy and how to inlay tables. Then, on Sunday, March 29th, 1772 at five o'clock in the afternoon, Emanuel Swedenborg entered into the Spiritual World for the final time, never to return again (incidentally dying exactly when he had earlier predicted he would). Since then, his Writings have affected thousands of people, both directly and indirectly. The universal Theology put forth in his works has contributed to advancement of religious thought all across the world, from Christianity to Buddhism, and has inspired many a great person, including Ralph Waldo Emerson, John Westley, Helen Keller, Johnny Appleseed... the list goes on and on. Most importantly (at least, to people in the New Church) The Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg have served as the foundation for a New Christian Church, which is growing here and there all over the world. But whether you will join in worship with one of the many New Church congregations or merely seek a clearer light on your life, Swedenborg's Writings probably have something new and exciting to add to your own life. 




	

	
	




	The Stockholm Fire
Summer, 1759
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The first unusual incident that captured the public's attention occurred while Swedenborg was dining at the home of William Castel in Gothenberg, Sweden. That evening, his fellow diners noticed that Swedenborg had become suddenly quiet and pale, but did not know the reason. Swedenborg quietly excused himself from their company and went outside to the garden to be alone for awhile. 

When he returned after a time, he answered his friends' concerned questions with a rather unusual announcement: a terrible fire had broken out in Stockholm, quite near to his own house, and was spreading rapidly. Because Stockholm was over 300 miles from Gothenberg, the other dinner guests had no idea what to make of this man who claimed to have received word of something then happening so far away. 
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Later, around eight o'clock that night, Swedenborg sighed with great relief and said, "Thank God! The fire is extinguished the third door from my house!" 

Some time later that night, after the dinner party was concluded, one of the other guests was at the home of the provincial governor. When the governor heard the story of Swedenborg's strange pronouncements, he summoned Swedenborg to his home and took down a full account of the fire exactly as Swedenborg told him it had gone. 

The following Monday evening a messenger arrived from the Stockholm Board of Trade. According to him, there had been a terrible fire in Stockholm. When asked to give his own account of the fire, the messenger gave a description that matched perfectly with Swedenborg's own earlier account of the whole incident.




	Mme. de Marteville
Spring, 1760
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Mme de Marteville was the recent widow of the Dutch ambassador in Stockholm. A silversmith had given her a very large bill for a silver service which her husband had purchased shortly before his death. She was certain that the bill had already been paid, but because she could not find the receipt anywhere, she was unable to prove that she owed the merchant nothing. 

Having heard of Swedenborg's apparrent ability to speak with spirits, she approached him for help. Swedenborg said that he'd be glad to speak with her husband if he saw him in the Spiritual World. 

A few days later, Swedenborg told Mme de Marteville that he had met with her husband and that he had been told that her husband would would come to tell her what she needed to know in person. The next week, the widow had a dream in which her husband appeared and told her to look behind a certain drawer in his old desk. 

When she woke, she followed her husband's instructions and found not only the missing receipt, but also a diamond hairpin that had been missing for some time. The next morning, Swedenborg visited Mme. de Marteville and, before she could tell him what happened, told her that he had met again with her husband and that her husband had broken off the conversation so that he could go to her in her dreams.




	The Queen's Secret
Fall, 1761
	[image: image16.jpg]


Queen Lovisa Ulrika of Sweden had by now become interested by the stories she had heard about Swedenborg's apparrent abilities. When Swedenborg visited the court at the invitation of Count Ulric Scheffer, the queen asked him if he would communicate with her deceased brother, Augustus William. 

Swedenborg agreed to do so. Several days later, he returned to the queen and requested a private audience with her. The two of them withdrew to the far end of the room, and had a brief conversation. When they returned, everyone could see that she was quite surprised by whatever Swedenborg had told her. When asked what had been said, all she would say was that what the seer had told her was a secret that only her brother could ever have known.




	John Westley
Winter, 1771
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The noted English minister, John Westley, had become quite interested in the theological writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, and was entertaining the idea of someday meeting with the man in person to discuss some of the Swede's ideas. Because he had never told anyone at all of his interests or intentions regarding Swedenborg, he was very surprised when he received a letter from him that said, among other things, "I have been informed in the world of spirits that you have a strong desire to converse with me. I shall be happy to see you, if you will favor me with a visit." 

Westley promptly replied to Swedenborg's letter, saying that he had just embarked on a six month journey, but that he would be happy to meet with him at the end of his travels. Swedenborg's reply was as surprising as his first letter: that, because he would be permanently entering the Spiritual World on the 29th of March, the proposed meeting date would be too late.




	Swedenborg's Death
Spring, 1772
	[image: image18.jpg]


In March of 1772 Emanuel Swedenborg's health was failing him. So that she would be prepared for the event, Swedenborg told his maid at the beginning of the month that he would die at five o'clock on March 29th. 

Throughout the month, many of Swedenborg's friends visited him and urged him to make a final statement about the truth or falsity of his theological writings; they wanted to give him a final chance to recant what some religious leaders felt to be heretical pronouncements. Swedenborg's final reply was: 

"I have written nothing but truth, as you will have more and more confirmed to you all the days of your life, provided you keep close to the Lord and faithfully serve Him alone by shunning evils of all kinds as sins against Him and diligently searching His Word which from beginning to end bears incontestable witness to the truth of the doctrines I have delivered to the world....As truly as you see me before your eyes, so true is everything that I have written; and I could have said more had it been permitted. When you enter eternity you will see everything, and then you and I shall have much to talk about." 

Then, on March 29, 1772, he asked his maid what time it was. "Five o'clock," she replied. "That is good," said Swedenborg. "I thank you. God bless you!" And then, without fear or worry, Emanuel Swedenborg left this world forever.
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	Arcana Coelestia
(sometimes translated as Heavenly Secrets) 
	1747-1756 - An extensive verse by verse explanation of the deeper levels of meaning of Genesis and Exodus describing the spiritual development of a human being and the nature of the Divine. (Published in 12 volumes.)
see Book Store entry 




	Spiritual Diary
(sometimes called Spiritual Experiences) 
	1747-1763 - The personal notebooks kept by Swedenborg of his experiences in the Spiritual World and reflections upon them. They were unpublished until the mid 1800s.




	Heaven and Hell 
	1758 - A description of the structure and phenomena of the Spiritual World.
see Book Store entry 




	Earths in the Universe 
	1758 - Conversations Swedenborg had with people in the Spiritual World who said they were from other planets in the universe.




	The Last Judgement 
	1758 - Description of events in the Spiritual World preparing the way for the establishment of the New Church.




	The White Horse 
	1758 - A brief explanation of the meaning of the white horse with its rider from the Book of Revelation chapter 19 as the Divine truth of the Lord's Word.




	The New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine 
	1758 - A brief summary of the fundamental doctrines of the New Church with extensive references to the Arcana Coelestia for further reading.
see Book Store entry 




	The Doctrine of the Lord 
	1763 - A brief work summarizing the teachings about God - His Divinity and Humanity - with extensive references to the Old and New Testaments.
see Book Store entry 




	The Doctrine of the Sacred Scripture 
	1763 - A brief work summarizing the teachings on the nature of revelation.
see Book Store entry 




	The Doctrine of Life 
	1763 - A brief work describing the qualities which comprise a life of good which leads to heaven.
see Book Store entry 




	The Doctrine of Faith 
	1763 - A brief work explaining the nature of faith and its role in the life of regeneration.
see Book Store entry 




	A Continuation Concerning the Last Judgement 
	1763 - A continuation describing various erroneous beliefs about the Divine and the path of spiritual development.




	Divine Love and Wisdom 
	1763 - A philosophic treatment of creation - how the Divine finited Himself to produce the natural world and the human race.
see Book Store entry 




	Divine Providence 
	1764 - A thorough explanation of how the Lord leads people in freedom to become angels in heaven; also, why He allows evils to occur.
see Book Store entry 




	Apocalypse Revealed 
	1766 - A two volume, verse by verse treatment of the Book of Revelation.
see Book Store entry 




	Conjugial Love
(or Marital Love) 
	1768 - An explanation of the sources of love in marriage and a practical guide on how husbands and wives can grow ever closer forming an eternal union.
see Book Store entry 




	A Brief Exposition of the Doctrine of the New Church 
	1769 - A point by point comparison of fundamental Catholic and Protestant doctrines with the teachings of the New Church.




	Inter-relationship of the Soul and Body 
	1769 - A brief description of the relationship and interaction between the spiritual and natural realms.




	True Christian Religion 
	1771 - A comprehensive overview of the fundamental doctrines of the New Church, including the Lord, the Ten Commandments, Faith, Charity, Repentance, Reformation, Regeneration, Holy Supper, Baptism, and the Second Coming.
see Book Store entry 
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	Principles of Chemistry
	1720 - Swedenborg's first effort at explaining creation. 




	Miscellaneous Observations
	1722 - A second attempt at explaining creation. 




	The Principia
	1734 - Swedenborg's full explanation of creation, including an introduction on the means leading to a true philosophy. 




	The Infinite and Final Cause of Creation
	1734 - A philosophical argument for the existence of God based upon the order in nature. 




	The Economy of the Animate Kingdom
	1740-1741 - An anatomical work looking at the blood, embryology, etc., seeking an answer as to how the soul operates in the body. This is Swedenborg's first clear articulation of the doctrines of discrete degrees and correspondences. 




	The Fiber
	1741 - Contains Swedenborg's doctrine of physical forms. 




	The Rational Psychology
	1743 - An exploration of the workings of the mind as a "mixed intellect" between the soul and the "animus." 




	The Animal Kingdom
	1744-1745 - A second effort at explaining how the soul operates in the body. Includes material on the five senses and generation. 




	The Worship and Love of God
	1745 - An allegorical depiction of creation by God.


Chronology
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	1688
	January 29, born in Stockholm, Sweden. 


  

	1709
	Graduated from Uppsala University. 


  

	1710-1715
	First journey abroad, to England and The Continent. 


  

	1716
	First publications by Swedenborg in the magazine Daedalus;
Appointed Assessor in the Royal College of Mines. 


  

	1719
	Ennoblement of Swedberg family with name changed to Swedenborg;
Assumption by Swedenborg of seat in House of Nobles of Swedish Diet. 


  

	1720
	Publication of Swedenborg's first book, a philosophic work titled, Principles of Chemistry. 


  

	1722
	Publication of Miscellaneous Observations. 


  

	1729-1734
	Writing and publication of his most important philosophical work titled, The Principia, as well as of The Infinite and Final Cause of Creation. 


  

	1735-1744
	Period of intensive study, writing and publication on the nature of human existence, particularly as regards the concept of the soul.
Publication of The Economy of the Animate Kingdom, The Fiber and The Rational Psychology. 


  

	1744-1745
	Publication of The Animal Kingdom. 


  

	1745
	Publication of The Worship and Love of God.
Called by God to become a revelator while in London, England. 


  

	1747
	Resignation from Swedish Board of Mines to allow time for theological writing. 


  

	1747-1758
	Writing and publication of the Arcana Coelestia, Swedenborg's first major theological work. 


  

	1758
	Writing and publication of Heaven and Hell, Earths in the Universe, The Last Judgement, The White Horse, and The New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine. 


  

	1759
	Swedenborg describes the Stockholm fire as it is occurring 300 miles from where he is. 


  

	1760
	Mme. de Marteville is assisted by Swedenborg in contacting her deceased husband regarding a missing receipt. 


  

	1761
	Widely discussed incident of "The Queen's Secret" occurs in royal court in Sweden. 


  

	1763
	Writing and publication of The Doctrine of the Lord, The Doctrine of the Sacred Scripture, The Doctrine of Life, The Doctrine of Faith, A Continuation Concerning the Last Judgement, and Divine Love and Wisdom. 


  

	1764
	Writing and publication of Divine Providence. 


  

	1766
	Writing and publication of Apocalypse Revealed. 


  

	1768
	Writing and publication of Conjugial Love. 


  

	1769
	Writing and publication of A Brief Exposition of the Doctrine of the New Church and Interrelationship of the Soul and Body. 


	1769-1771
	Heresy trial at Gothenburg, Sweden, involving state church accusations against Swedenborg's theology. (Two professors of theology were suspended for teaching "Swedenborgian" ideas and Swedenborg's books were banned from the country. Charges were finally withdrawn in 1779.) 


  

	1771-1772
	Publication of True Christian Religion in Amsterdam, Holland, his last major theological work.
Emanuel Swedenborg invites John Westley to discuss Theology with him; Westley had never expressed his strong desire to do just that with anyone, and is thus surprised that Swedenborg knew of his desire. 


  

	1772
	On March 29, as he himself had predicted, Swedenborg dies in London, England, at age 84.


[image: image6.png]Emanuel Swedenborg’s theological writings have had a tremendous
influence on many great people since his death.






	[image: image19.jpg]


Calvin Coolidge, American President
"I desire to express my deep interest in the work and life of this advanced scientist and think Swedenborg, who was a pioneer two hundred years ago in much of the progress and advancement in mechanical, biological and medical science of the present day, and whose great learning and deep understanding of the mysteries of life was supplemented by the strong religious faith which has had devout followers many generations after the founder's death." 
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Helen Keller, Author
"I acknowledge my profound indebtedness to Emanuel Swedenborg for a richer interpretation of the Bible, a deeper understanding of Christianity, and a precious sense of the divine presence in the world. "His message has meant so much to me. It has given color and reality and unity to my thought of the life to come; it has exalted my ideas of love, truth and usefulness; it has been my strongest incitement to overcome limitations. Swedenborg's Divine Love And Wisdom is a fountain of life I am always happy to be near." 
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Dr. Carl Gustav Jung, Psychologist
"I admire Swedenborg as a great scientist and a great mystic at the same time. His life and work has always been of great interest to me and I read about seven fat volumes of his writings when I was a medical student." 
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Henry James Sr., Author
"Emanuel Swedenborg had the sanest and most far-reaching intellect this age has ever known." 
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William Butler Yeats, Poet
"It was indeed Swedenborg who affirmed for the modern world, as against the abstract reasoning of the learned, the doctrine and practice of the desolate places, of shepherds and midwives, and discovered a world of spirits where there was a scenery like that of the earth, human forms, grotesque or beautiful, senses that knew pleasure and pain, marriage and war, all that could be painted upon canvas or put into stories." 
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Author
"The great Swedish seer Emanuel Swedenborg has some claim to be the father of our new knowledge of supernal matters. When the first rays of the rising sun of spiritual knowledge fell upon the earth they illuminated the greatest and highest human mind before they shed their light on lesser men. That mountain peak of mentality was this great religious reformer and clairvoyant medium...." 
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Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Poet
"Of the too limited time which my ill-health and the exigencies of the today leave in my power, I have given the larger portion to the works of Swedenborg. "I remember nothing in Lord Bacon superior, few passages equal, either in depth of thought, or in richness, dignity and felicity of diction, or in the weightiness of the truths contained in these articles. "I can venture to assert that as a moralist Swedenborg is above all praise; and that as a naturalist, psychologist and theologian, he has strong and varied claims on the gratitude and admiration of the professional and philosopical world." 
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Jorge Luis Borges, Author
"Of another famous Scandinavian, Charles XII, Voltaire was able to write that he was the most extraordinary person on earth. The superlative mode is an imprudence in that it implies less conviction than mere polemic; but I would apply Voltaire's characterization, not to Charles XII but to that most mysterious of his subjects, Emanuel Swedenborg." 




	[image: image27.jpg]


Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850), Author
"Do you know, I have come back to Swedenborg after vast studies of all religions, and after reading all the works published within the last sixty years? Swedenborg undoubtedly epitomizes all the religions - or rather the one religion - of humanity. 

"Men no less distinguished by their learning than by their worldly rank have publicly adopted Swedenborg's beliefs, which are indeed more consolatory than those of any other Christian communion. 

"Swedenborg's creed is the only acceptable one to superior souls." 
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Elizabeth Barret Browning, Poet
"To my mind the only light that has been cast on the other life is found in Swedenborg's philosophy. It explains much that was incomprehensible." 
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Ralph Waldo Emerson, Poet (1803-1882)
"The most remarkable step in the religious history of recent ages is that made by the genius of Swedenborg. 

"One of the mastodons of literature, he is not to be measured by whole colleges of ordinary scholars. His stalwart presence would flutter the gowns of a university. Our books are false by being fragmentary...but Swedenborg is systematic and respective of the world in every sentence. All the means are orderly given; his faculties work with astronomic punctuality, and this admirable writing is pure from all pertness or egotism. 

"His writings would be a sufficient library to a lonely and athletic student; and the Economy Of The Animal Kingdom is one of those books which, by the sutained dignity of thinking, is an honor to the human race." 




	Thomas Carlyle, Clergyman
"Swedenborg was a man of great and indisputable cultivation, strong mathematical intellect, and the most pious, seraphic turn of mind; a man beautiful, lovable and tragical to me. More truths are confessed in his writings than in those of any other man. One of the loftiest minds in the realm of mind. One of the spiritual suns that will shine brighter as the years go on." 




	Walter M. Horton, Professor of Philosophy of Christianity (Oberlin College)
"In the age of 'one-eyed' reason, as it has been called, Swedenborg was among the very few who kept both eyes open, the eye of the soul and the eye of the senses. By sheer devotion to scientific research he discovered the limitations of science two centuries before Einstein and Eddington; but unlike many prophets of the soul, he never disparaged reason in the name of faith, or nature in the name of grace. For him, the material and spiritual universes were joined together by multiple correspondences, and an unbroken chain of discrete degrees." 




	Hiram Powers, American Sculptor
"Swedenborg is my author. All other writers (in comparison) seem moving in the dark with tapers in hand, groping their way, while he moves in the broad daylight of the sun." 




	The Herald Tribune - New York, New York
"The extraordinary versatility of Emanuel Swedenborg runs counter to current practices of research, not to say current conceptions of human nature... This Swedish giant was plainly, first of all, a powerful mind and a great seer in the realm of science before ever the world of spirit took charge of him. The world-wide celebration in his honor is as welcome for its deserved tribute to a fine mind and spirit as for a sign of the time. If man was (sic) only a little more aware of his threefold nature how much of current grief and confusion might we not be spared!" 




	The Times - New York, New York
"Swedenborg bridges the gap between the Renaissance and the era ushered in by Newton... What is it in science that causes a man of his exalted type to stretch out intellectual tentacles from the tangible to the intangible, to interpret the cosmos as a divine creation with an ability that even leaders in theology find it hard to match? Apparently there comes a time in the evolution of a profound mind when the science is only a method of approaching the cosmos, that it gives no more than a skeleton of what we call reality. To clothe that skeleton with living tissue, to give it meaning, to answer the question, 'Why am I here?' is the business of the poet, the priest, the mystic. Swedenborg was all three. No wonder that in middle life he became a seer. It was but an aspect in the natural evolution of a man who was at once a great scientist and a great spirit." 


[image: image7.png]Before Emanuel swedenborg answered God's call to become a
revelator, he was a man of science.






Among his extremely long list of contributions to humankind's body of scientific knowledge are the following inventions and theories:
· A Glider-Aircraft 

· An Archimedian Glass 

· A Water Pump 

· An Ear Trumpet 

· An Airtight Stove 

· The Wave Motion of Light 

· The Molecular Basis of Magnetism 

· The Relationship between Magnetism and Electricity 

· The Nebular Hypothesis 

· The Function of the Endocrine Glands 

· Functions of the Cerebellum 

· Centers of Thinking and Memory in the Cerebral Cortex 

· Formation of Cerebro-Spinal Fluid 

· Integrative Action of the Nervous System 
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