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              Most all Judeo-Christians know the story of the life and trials of Jesus Christ. How he lived as the teacher, philosopher, prophet Son of God. Most all of us know of Jesus’ demise, Jewish zealots forcing Pontius Pilate to execute Jesus at the ripe old age of 33. Many things about Jesus’ life is shrouded in mystery, like the unaccounted for 11 years of Jesus’ youth not mentioned in the New Testament of the Bible. And many people have theories about these years – one people in particular have a story…the Japanese. But not only sot they claim that they can account for the missing 11 years of his life but they also claim that Golgotha was the end of Jesus’ life.

           There are some in Japan that claim that the missing years of Jesus’ life were spent studying in Japan. They claim that after leaving Nazareth at age 21 spending four years travleling across the the Eurasian subcontinent and finally reaching the port of Hashidate on the Japan Sea coast” (King, Tokyo…). In Japan, “he settled in Etchu province where, under the tutelage of a great master, he studied Japanese language, literature and various other subjects” including the Japanese religion Shinto (King, Tokyo…). Shortly before his day of reckoning, Jesus’ however returns to his homeland to “preach the teachings of the ‘holy kingdom’ of Japan” (Flesher, Jesus in Japan). However, this is where the legend of Jesus’ Japanese voyages gets a little blurry.

        Some Japanese legend claims that it is not Jesus who is crucified at Golgotha, rather it is his brother Isukiri (or sometimes spelled Ouriki) who is crucified. Jesus then takes Isukiri’s ear and a lock of his mother’s hair to Japan. Yet other legends claim that Jesus’ teachings about Japan were too radical and indeed died on the cross, was resurrected, and ascended to heaven, only to return to Japan (what is now the remote village of Shingo, once known as Herai, in northern Honshu) to live out his days on earth.

      Either way, the rest of the legend goes that Jesus “married" a Japanese woman called Miyuko” (King, Tokyo…), had three daughters, “invented the Japanese phonetic alphabet (katakana)”, and died at the age of 106 (111 in some versions of the story) (Snider, Oddities…). Some Shingo residents even claim that Jesus was buried in Shingo, and that it is still the resting place for his mortal body.

      You may ask…how is all of this known? This whole story is apparently told in an ancient text discovered by Kiyomaro Takeuchi in Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan in 1935. The text was written in an ancient form of Japanese, unreadable by most Japanese today. The text was then deciphered to reveal the story of Jesus’ life in Japan and a will that requests that he upon his death (second death?) be buried next to his brother in the village.

    However, apparently these texts were so threatening to the national identity of Japan and so over-the-top, that the Japanese government confiscated them and locked them in a museum in Tokyo. The originals were then destroyed by American bombings of Tokyo. Yet copies made by the Takeuchi family remain for scholars and believers alike to read. They are now located in a museum at the very site of Jesus’ supposed grave and a grave containing Isukiri’s ear and a lock of the Virgin Mary’s hair.

    Today, this museum, the grave and other things associated with the legend are owned and kept by the Sawaguchi family, garlic farmers, who are supposedly direct descendents of Jesus. Shingo even calls itself, Kirisuto no Sato: Hometown of Christ...  

    But the Japanese are indeed not the first culture to have a story about Jesus' missing years and about post-crucifixion events. Some faiths believe that Jesus' lost years where spent in foreign lands learning and preaching the word of God. For example, some  Buddhists believe Jesus' lost years where spent in Tibet. Other stories put Jesus AND Mary in India during his lost years, where Mary eventually dies. And as we have already read, the Japanese story puts Jesus in Japan during his lost years. 

    Many faiths have their own stories of encounters with Jesus after his resurrection or after escaping the crucifixion all together. A Hindu document called the Bhavishya Maha Purana puts Jesus in India/Kashmir sometime between 39 and 50 C.E. Also, there are some Buddhists that reference ancient documents putting Jesus in Tibet at about the same time as the above story. Islam has a several story as well - regarding Jesus escaping the cross and . Although they have one common theme among them ... Jesus' motivation. All of the above stories (in various variations) have Jesus' mission being to find the lost tribes of Israel. This mission in some stories takes him to India (in the Hindu and Islam stories) and others to Tibet and other Far Eastern locals (including Japan). 

    Many go as far as to explain the rest of Jesus' life (like the above Japanese legend). One of the stories tell of Jesus 'surviving' the crucifixion and then moving to Kashmir. Where he continued to minister to some Israelite tribes there, got married, and died at age 120 (remarkably close to the Japanese legend). It is believed that it is there in Northern India that Jesus' tomb stands. The Muslims, have three different crucifixion stories; one says that no one at all was crucified in Golgotha with regards to Jesus, the second claims that someone else died on the cross in Jesus' place (ala one of the Japanese legends), and the last was that Jesus was indeed crucified by "God's decree" (Schirrmacher, The Crucifixion...).  

    Today, there are no definitive scientific answers. The story of Jesus' life and death, is one spiritual line that science and society have yet to toe and cross. As I've tried to prove above, many people have many different stories about Jesus' life and death. They are a countless number of books that have been written about the various theories, and often these stories appear in the canon of other religions (i.e. the Muslims have a strong theological stance on the life and times of Jesus). Like many other things, the story of Jesus is one of faith and belief. I don't believe science and scholarship will ever provide us with the "truth" regarding Jesus (this is of course assuming that there is indeed a "truth" to discover). 

  But I think the important thing to extrapolate from all of this is Jesus' works themselves. No matter where he said them or what he did, the teachings of Jesus Christ (or whatever it is you choose to call him) are what is important. They are good guidelines as to how to live your life and are the foundation for one of the biggest groups of ethics and morality in the world - Judeo-Christian values and beliefs. 
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