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DETECTING A FALSE PROPHET

The Bible provides a very simple method for determining whether a prophet is--or is not--a false prophet. The Bible says that Moses said that God said: "When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come about or come true, that is a word which the Lord did not speak; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously" (Deuteronomy 18:22). <> 

DEATH FOR A FALSE PROPHET

The Bible also makes it very clear that it was no laughing matter to be guilty of having uttered a false prophecy--it was, in fact, such a serious crime against God that the DEATH PENALTY was REQUIRED! The Bible says that Moses said that God said: "The prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name which I did not command him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die" (Deuteronomy 18:20). <> 

JESUS CLAIMED TO BE A PROPHET

The Bible makes it clear, too, that Jesus claimed to be speaking for God--thereby making himself out to be a prophet of God. The Bible says that Jesus made this claim on a number of occasions, and in many different ways. He said, for example: " I do nothing on my own authority, but speak as the Father taught me" (John 8:28), and "I and the Father are one" (John 10:30). <> 

JESUS UTTERS A FALSE PROPHECY

The Bible makes it equally clear that Jesus said that the coming of the kingdom of God was imminent. ['imminent' means "about to happen; impending"--not in the distant future, as the Church is so fond of teaching--but soon!] As a matter of fact, Jesus said that it would occur within the span of his own generation, during the lifetime(s) of one or more of his listeners: "Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see that the kingdom of God has come with power" (MK 9:1), <>"Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom" (Matthew 16:28), and "If I choose that he [John] remain until I come [again], what is that to you?" (John 21:22). 

JESUS WAS A FALSE PROPHET

John has been dead, of course, for about 1900 years--as have all those who heard the words of Jesus--yet the kingdom of God has NOT come as Jesus promised that it would. Though he claimed to be speaking for God, the words of Jesus have NOT come true! Jesus was speaking presumptuously. He was, therefore--according to the Bible--a false prophet who deserved to die!

----------- 

Note: there are many other examples of false statements which (according to the Bible) Jesus made. "Ask and it will be given you; seek and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For every one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened" (Matthew 7:7-8) is an obvious oversimplification, if not an outright falsehood. "If you have the faith of a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move. And nothing will be impossible for you" (Matthew 17:20) is obviously an untrue exaggeration. "All things are possible to him who believes" (Mark 9:23) is in a similar category.

"He who believes in me will also do the works I do, and do greater things than these, because I go to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Son; if you ask anything in my name, I will do it" (John 14:12-14) are additional examples of promises (or prophetic remarks) which are very obviously untrue! Not one believer yet has been able, for example, to walk on water, or change water to wine. And certainly no believer is so foolish to believe that whatever he asks in Jesus' name will be done for him--the excuses and explanations given by the average believer (and the Church) for unanswered prayer are ample proof of the untruth of Jesus' statements.

"These signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will expel demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will take up serpents [or snakes] and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm them" (Mark 16:17-18) are words that have attributed to Jesus (although many scholars consider these verses to be a late interpolation) and, tragically, have sometimes been taken so seriously by some believers that death (by snakebite or by poison) has been the result! Fortunately, not many believers are willing to put these words to the test. If Jesus did, in fact, make this statement, he was obviously incorrect--and guilty, therefore, of still another false "prophecy." On the other hand, if Jesus did not utter these words, then the Bible is not trustworthy, and we cannot believe, with any certainty, anything else which the Bible purports to tell us about the life and teachings of Jesus!

